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dates and Clippings. 


A FnENOHMAN's estimate of humanity in 
1886 foots up *' a lot of fools who spend most 
of their time and money in making iron balls 
to go through steel plates and in making steel 
plates to keep out iron balls." 

A DAILY paper avers that a sheet of ordi. 
nary paper warmed in front of a fire will, in 
& dark place, giv a very decided electric 
spark upon the application of the knuckle, 
with a crackling sound. On placing a.sheet 
of gold leaf between two sheets of paper thus 
electrified, and passing a pencil point over 
them in a zigzag course, a luminous flash 
quite strong will appear. 

Miss Anna BALLARD, well known among 
journalists in this city as the only female 
member of the Press Club, writes from Co- 
lombo, Ceylon, that the Salvation Army has 
attacked the island, but that the soldiers are 
regarded there with little favor. The nativs 
havn’t the least idea what they are up to, and 
think that their peculiar antics and goings-on 
are only amusing illustrations of the peculiar- 
ities of the English people. 

Ir Christ had lived to-day and performed 
the‘miracle of making wine, as he did at Cana 
of Galilee, the officers of the internal revenue 
would hav arrested him, and after carting 
him all over the state for trial before the 
United States court, then he would hav been 
sent to the Albany Penitentiary for one year 
and a fine of five hundred dollars and costs. 
If old Noah had lived in these days he would 
hav been arrested for being drunk, and sent 
to jail to break stone for ten days at least.— 
Star of Liberty. 


WHE the unabridged edition of Webster's 
dictionary first appeared (without a definition 
of the word unabridged), that great scholar, 
Caleb Cushing, wrote & criticism on the 
stupendous work, saying that, for its size, it 
had as few errors as could be expected. This 
puzzled the editors, who asked an explana- 
tion of Mr. Cushing on the subject of these 
errors. In reply Mr. Cushing marked 5,000 
mistakes in the volume which had been sent 
to him, and sent it back. 


New York has a fair thirst. It consumeg 
six million barrels of lager beer a year, or at 
the rate of about five barrels for each man, 
woman, and child. Considering the large 
number of Prohibitionists, other total ab- 
stinence people, and children not of drinking 
age, a good many citizens must drink a good 
many kegs in the course of a year. That’s 
all right, provided the beer is good and they 
do not exceed their limit. We suspect, how- 
ever, that the vast crowds of strangers who 
visit the town consume a million or two kegs. 
The out-of-town man in the metropolis is apt 
to stay himself with flagons, especially if he 
comes from a Prohibition state.—JVew York 
Sun. 


Tax business men of Auburn, N. Y., are 
very enthusiastic over Revivalist Moody's re- 
cent meetings in that city. This does not 
mean that the business men are interested in 
religion, but that the people drawn to Auburn 
by the meetings make business livelier. 
** One of them is reported as saying: ‘I will 
giv $10, and my partner will do the same, I 
know, to keep these meetings up & week 
longer. Mr. Moody draws to the town peo- 
ple who hav money to spend. They come 


| into our store with their Auburn friends, see 


some of our fine goods, and perhaps goods 
they hav not seen at home, and we catch 
them for anywhere from $5 to $100." The 
Auburn business man has evidently learned 
all that the scriptures hav to teach on stran- 
gers and taking them in. 


CARDINAL TAcHEREAD, Of Quebec, has pro- 
hibited Catholics from attending the meetings 
of the Salvation Army, and instructed them 
to throw the tracts and hymn-books distrib- 
uted by the Salvationists in the fire. The 
cardinal has & clear conception of the appro- 
priateness of things in this regard. The 
tracts and hymn-books of the Salvation Army 
are mischievous documents, and are fit for 
nothing better than kindling material. Still 
they are not so mischievous as that dogma ef 
the Catholic church which permits a priest or 
cardinal to peremptorily order what disposi- 
tion others shall make of reading matter that 
falls into their hands. 


ANEW paper out West has started under 
difficulties. It tells its own story as follows: 
* We begin the publication of the Roccay 
Mountain Cyclone with some phew. diphphi- 
culties in the way. The type phounders 
phrom whom we bought our outphit phor 
this printing ophphice phailed to supply us 
with any ephs or cays, and it will be phour 
or phive weex bephore we can get any. The 
mistaque was not phound out till a day or 
two ago. We hav ordered the missing let- 
ters, and will hav to get along without them 
till they come. We don't lique the loox ov 
this variety ov spelling any better than our 
readers, but mistax will happen in the best 
regulated phamilies, and iph the p/’s and c's 
and e's and q’s hold out we shall ceep (sound 
the e hard) the Cyclone whirling aphter a 


phashion till the sorts arrive. It is no joque 


to us—it's a serious aphphair." 


Curstzr Borrovens, of Williamsburgh, 
found eleven-year-old Ida Kaufman wander- 
ing in the streets on Christmas night. He 
took her home, and then went to the police 
station and told her story as follows: ‘Her 
parents are both dead. After their death her 
Sunday-school teacher took her to her home. 
She kept her for a time, but she had occasion 
to use all the rooms in her house, and.so the 
other day she told the child she must go and 
find a home for herself. From what I can 
ascertain from her I think she attended Sun- 
day-school in one of the churches in Ainslie 


street." The Society for the Prevention of 


Cruelty to Children will look after that Sun- 
day-school teacher. 


Says a dispatch from Rome: '' The pope, 
receiving Christmas congratulations from the 
College of Cardinals, spoke at some length of 
the position of the church in Italy. He pro- 
tested against the anti-clerical movement, and 
said the holy see was now despoiled of the 
last remnants of its patrimony. The only 
liberty left to him was that held by the 
Roman pontiffs in the earliest ages. The 
Italian government, he declared, had assisted 
the laity in unduly interfering with the ad- 
ministration of the church, bad expelled re- 
ligious bodies, and had tolerated an organized 
hostility against the Vatican. As the head of 
the church he must continue to protesi 
against the position in which he is placed." 
The pope should come to America, and if he 
finds rents are too high in New York, he 
could go West, get married, and grow up 
with the country. His mind needs the 
broadening influence of travel. 
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Communications. 


The New God.* 


It is an open secret that man has always made his 
gods. If they have not suited him, it is his fault. He 
has had the power to consult his own taste—like the 
artist who paints the picture or carves the statue. 


If the gods have been bad, it is because man, the 


maker, has been a bungler. He has not made good 
use of his material. 

The gods exist in and through man, as the image 
exists in and through the mirror. Take away man 
and you take away God—the image vanishes. -If 
there were no humanity there would be no divinity. 
Disturb certain molecules in man’s brain, and the 
deity is at once dethroned. In him—that is, in man— 
“we live and move and have our being,” must be 
the honest confession of every God. If one must 
worship his maker, then innumerable divinities 
must hymn their peans to man. When humanity 
passes from the theater of universal action, then every 
heavenly power will “shuffle off its mortal coil.” 
When the wave, man, subsides into the vast ocean of 
being, then its sparkling crest that caught the many- 
colored rays, and for a moment flashed above the 
wave most resplendent of all, that also subsides, for 
its glittering movement was but a part of the mighty 
billow itself. : 

It has seemed in the history of the world as if man 
wanted to deceive himself with his own splendid cre- 
ations. He has delighted in his gods, and as Saturn 
was overcome by his child, so man has been over- 
come and ruled by the offspring of his brain. He 
has made the mechanism of his heart a commanding 
voice from heaven. Perhaps this is necessary, as the 
doll is necessary to the pleasure of the little girl. It 
may be a radical weakness. Perhaps it is an art ele- 
ment, a poetic demand. Perhaps man needs this 
halo, this phosphorescence of his mind, to give an 
added charm to existence. We all like to see the 
moon over our right shoulder, we like to have the 
cards run in happy fashion, we like to be told that 
the stars make fortune for our way, and that the 
lines of our hand betoken good fates and pleasant 
paths. We like to feel that the universe is our friend ; 
that the sun loves us and because he loves us gives 
the blessed light; that nature is interested in our 
welfare, and the winds of summer blow expressly for 
our benefit, and the seas roll softly in order that our 
ships may come to land. Every man has his pet 
superstition. l'ate is so hard, things are so cruel, 
and life so sorrowful that man asserts a supreme 
beneficence with a kind of despairing faith. As 
Rousseau pathetically says, “If there were no God 
man would have to make one.” It is for this very 
reason, that there is no God—that is, no sovereign 
goodness—that man makes a God, because if man 
were not unhappy he would not manufacture deities 
to console him in the midst of his innumerable 
troubles. Every God that man has made has been 
at heart a representation of the tragedy of life. It 
is man’s protest against the awfulness of fate. In 
old times the priest and the medicine-man were one 
and the same. Their function is similar—so long as 
there is disease there must be medicine, and so long 
as there is suffering there must be theology. The 
perfectly happy man will be thoroughly Atheistic. 
He will need no gods. With the last form of suffer- 
ing will vanish the last form of deity. The more 
gods a man has, the more woes he has to combat. 
The gods symbolize catastrophe by what Stephen 
Pear] Andrews would call a “terminal conversion of 
opposites.” A belief in an infinite God is an asser- 
tion of infinite unhappiness in the universe. The 
more God, the more evil, is an invariable coordina- 
tion. The man who doesn’t want a God is the man 
who has no sins to atone for, and no pains to assuage. 
Only when one is sick does he send for the doctor, 
and only when mankind is in trouble does it resort to 
theology. As Ingersoll says, the best way to make 
men believe in gods is to increase the number of 
earthquakes and cyclones. If there was an earth- 
quake every day, the churches would be thronged. 
Financial disasters always enlarged the prayer-meet- 
ings. When a man can’t pay his note, he is ready to 
become a Christian. The way to produce big revivals 
is by a depression of trade. When the markets are 
lively the churches are dull, and when the markets 
are dull the churches are flourishing. Thorough 
happiness and business prosperity are the greatest of 
Infidels. 

If there really were a God, there would be no be- 
lief in God. The fact that there is a belief in God is 
proof positive that there is no such being, and the 
more universal that belief the stronger the demon- 
stration of Atheism. Universal belief in God has 
been used by theologians as an evidence that there is a 
God. A little deep consideration, however, will show 

_that this universality is evidence to the exact con- 
trary, for, as I have said before, if men were perfectly 
happy they would not believe in a God. There 


*A lecture delivered before the Society of Humanity by 
Samuel P. Putnam. 


would be no need of it; they would be so prosperous 
in action that belief would have no value. Faith 
would cease, and life would be all in all Every 
Christian—every religionist who believes in a God— 
always affirms that he does it for the sake of happi- 
ness. He must do it, or he would be miserable. 
This is the supreme argument of orthodoxy. There- 
fore, if in the nature of things one: were supremely 
happy, he would not have the slightest motive for 
believing in God, and since no one acts without 
motive, he would not believe in God. So I say if 
there were a God—that is, a real God, a real, infinite, 
and eternal goodness—there would be no conscious 
belief in him: The fact of his existence would to 
every perfectly happy mind be an unconscious state. 


| It could not be otherwise, and Atheism would be the 


natural result. The conscious belief could only come 
with the existence of evil, but the existence of evil is 
inconsistent with the existence of a good God. No 
good God out of vanity would afflict men in order that 
they might know he was in existence. God could 
only be introduced to the acquaintance of humanity 
by the devil himself, and no self-respecting deity 
would resort to such a surety. Therefore God by 
his very goodness is forever precluded from endeavor- 
ing to convince men of his actual being. He cannot 
do this except by doing something wrong, and then 
he is no longer God, but Satan. Therefore, if there 
were a God—infinite goodness—there could not by 
any possibility be a conscious belief in him. There- 
fore, if there is a conscious belief -in God, this belief 
is a demonstration that there is no God; for the be- 
lief arises out.of man’s perception of. his misery and 
as a relief from it. Theism-is simply an effort after 
happiness, and in its very nature disproves the thing 
believed in. : 


To illustrate: Isit not à physiological fact that if. 


a man is perfectly healthful he is unconscious of the 


fact? The moment knowledge comes, diseasè comes,’ 


for knowledge comes not by harmony, but by disturb- 
ance. When one is conscious of digesting his food, 
he has incipient dyspepsia. When one consciously 
says, “I am healthful,” that very moment he is be- 
ginning to be unhealthful, for if he were absolutely 
healthful he would not think of saying anything 
about it. Carlyle says that perfect health as one 
supreme characteristic includes perfect unmindful- 
ness of it. The first flash of recognition announces 
a molecular disarrangement. 


Intensity of life always flows to unconsciousness of 
life. The highest life, as the Buddhists say, is the 
Nirvana, the unconscious life. The highest poetry 
is that which knows not itself. The greatest poet, 
Shakspere, was so thoroughly unconscious of what 
he himself was that his highest ambition was to be a 
successful business man, and own a little property. 
If he had been as ambitious as a poet as he was as 
stage manager, he would not have written his great 
dramas. The element of unconsciousness was abso- 
lutely necessary to enable him to be the wonder that 
he was. Self-knowledge would have destroyed the 
transcendency of his genius. When a poet thinks 
himself a poet, he ceases to be a poet. When he 
says to himself, * Iam writing something good,” we 
may be quite sure -he is writing. somethiug bad. 
When an actor thinks to himself, “I am acting well," 
the charm is broken, and perfection ceases. Abso- 
lute abandon is what makes the flower of perfection. 
When the woman stands before the glass and says, 
*I am beautiful" then she ceases to be perfectly 
beautiful. The beautiful woman must not recognize 
her own charms. When she herself beholds them, 
they begin to vanish. The mirror is the greatest 
foe of beauty. It is worse than old age. It makes 
too many reflections. It is a glass too much, and in- 
toxicates only to destroy. 

Thus ‘in all life—in art, beauty, healthfulness, 
action—it is the unconscious life that is the grandest 
life. It must be so with the God element, if there is 
one. It must be a perfectly unconscious life. To 
come into consciousness is the negation of itself. 
To think God, is to annihilate him. To attempt to 
prove his existence, is to reveal his nonentity. The 
highest possible evidence, therefore, of the being of 
God would be absolute and unqualified non-belief. 
If God existed, the highest compliment we could pay 
him would be ignorance of his existence. Demon- 
stration is dethronement. ; 

The making of gods and the belief in gods demon- 
strate that there are no gods, and so the field is clear 
for the making of a new one. There is no real god 
in the way, and hence in the making of a god we can 
suit ourselves. We have the raw material to our 
own hands to mold as we desire. 

Man is in so much trouble and vexation, and is so 
worn and weary with sorrow, broken in hope, that 
without doubt for the next few thousand years he 
wil need a god. So long as there is dyspepsia, 
liver complaint, headache, and heartache, there will 
be gods. So long as there is a doctor, there will be 
a theologian. But when the doctor has cured the 
last disease, he will have buried the last priest. The 
skilful surgeon is the greatest foe of the church. 
His scalpel cuts deeper than any sword. Every 
pain removed destroys an argument for deity. Every 


| constructive God, a God of progress. 


new remedy consigns the pulpit to oblivion. Hygiene 
is heresy per se. 

The devil was sick; the devil a saint would be. 

The devil was well; the devil a saint was he. 

The wit of Rabelais prophesies the result of the 
science of right living. There never was a saint yet 
who was not on the sick list. No one in perfect 
health ever sat on the. anxious seat, or was born 
again. Confirmation in the church is simply hospital 
treatment. It is for invalids, not well people. 

Man in his highest estate, when he has reached the 
serene hights of imagination ; when he can overlook 
the universal world with exalted wisdom; when thé 
splendid reality is understood, and courage comes 
with discipline ; when unselfish knowledge takes the 
place of selfish faith ; when brotherhood is so firmly 
established that sorrows are ameliorated; when 


there is so much humanity that suffering is lost in . 


sympathy ; when laws of health so prevail that death 
is always a happy ending; when nature is so con- 
troled that cyclones become zephyrs, and earth- 
quakes only melodious thunders, and lightnings, like 
angel visits, are few and far between; when there are 
no grasshoppers in the land, and golden harvests 
shine—I believe in that beautiful and sublime estate 
all men will be Atheists. They will be so happy, so 
wise, so contented, so neighborly—they will have 
such confidence in one another—that they willneed no 
gods. In themselves they will find all wealth of 
thought, hope, and aspiration. In the elevation, 
dignity, and splendor of man himself will be seen the 
brightest form of existence. In life itself will be dis- 
covered a magnificence of power which will render 
every god a useless encumbrance. ; 

If men were ideally perfect, we should need no 
state as a police force any more than we should need 
a God. But as men are not ideally perfect, and 
therefore there must be a state authority, as a mark 
of imperfection for the time being, so, as a sort of 
necessary evil, there must be a God for the time 
being; but, as we try to improve the state and have 
as good a one as we can, 80 we must have as good a 
God as we can. As we must havea state that will 


advance, and not retard, humanity, so we must have a . 


God that will advance, and not retard, humanity—a 
Therefore let 
us proceed to make a God. In the Genesis of the 
new Bible, the process of creation is reversed. In 
the old Bible, God makes man. In the new Bible, 
man makes God—and I hope that man will be more 
successful in deity-making than God was in man- 
making. God had to drown his creation, and re- 
pented that he had madeit. Let us make a God that 
we can pronounce excellent, and have no repentance 
afterward—a God suitable to civilization, a God that 
we shall not be ashamed of in the day of judgment. 
There is not an existing deity who can pass a civil 
service examination for promotion to the rank of the 
new God. Therefore we must start from the begin- 
ning. We need a brand-new divinity. 
First of all, the new God must be a God of law, 
and not of miracle. In the progress of civilization, 


‘miracles have been entirely abolished. They are no 


good. They accomplish nothing. They cannot 
build steam-engines or telephones. They cannot even 
cure disease. A God who would resort to a miracle 
nowadays is very unwise, as well as weak. He loses 
his dignity. It is like putting on cast-off clothing. 
It’s out of date, besides being pretty well Worn to 
pieces. Law is the fashion now. It is the acknowl- 
edged power. ‘Law is the illumination of the intel- 
lect and the record of all knowledge. What has 
miracle ever done? Nothing. It has been destruc- 
tive, not constructive. The triumphs of law are on 
every side. The march of day and night, the fair 
ranks of stars, the procession of the flowers, even 
thought in its illimitable flight, are the expressions 
of law. Without law they cannot be. Outside of 
law there is no force. From beginning to end law 
sweeps with resistless energy. It cannot be changed ; 
it cannot be annulled. God must accept it. If he 
rejects law, he rejects life. If he attempts miracle, it 
is suicide. Miracle is simply a trick of law. It is 
pettifogging. It cheats only the vulgar. A God 
who can only manifest himself by signs and wonders 
is unworthy of notice. 
it is like the artist who painted the picture of a horse, 
and, for fear it might not be recognized, wrote under- 
neath: “This is a horse.” A miracle is such an 
announcement of deity. Any potentate who cannot 
win recognition through law, but must perform like 
a clown in a cireus for effect, cannot carry off the 
honors of to-day. 

Law is democracy—miracle is aristocracy. It is 
the weapon of tyranny. God must be democracy, or 
resign leadership. He must do like the rest of ‘us, 
or vanish from the theater of action. He must re- 
gard the order of things. He must study cause and 
effect, sequence and consequence. He must accom- 
modate himself to mathematics and the process of 
gravitation. He must be patient, like Humboldt, 
and recognize the cosmos. He must think with 
Huxley, and experiment with Tyndall, and invent with: 
Edison. He must rely upon knowledge and the co- 
relation of forces. The God-like to-day is that which 


It is like wearing a placard ;. 


p IP cee 
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is obedient; which is perfectly natural; which fol. 
lows the line of the least resistance. The more God, 
the less miracle. Miracle betokens weakness—dis- 
ease. It no longer means regeneration, but degen- 
eration. No respectable divinity would any longer 
bé guilty of the performance of a miracle. He would 
lose his prestige. It’s like playing with loaded dice 
or marked cards. It won’tdo. The game must be 
square and the deal straight. There must be no 
hidden aces. There must be no Gladstone agility, 
who, as Labouchere asserts, always plays. his 
game with three aces up his sleeve, and then swears 
that the Holy Ghost put them there. Our new God 
must be no such juggler—no charmer, charm he 
never so wisely. . He must be a legal luminary. He 
must swear by the constitution of things. He must 
practice in the open court of the universe; stick to 
evidence, and win his case on its merits. The new 
God must be loyal to what is. He must take the 
oath of allegiance to reality: If he rides upon the 
whirlwind or directs the storm, he must.take counsel 
of nature and get her good-will before he does it, or 
he will inevitably be destroyed. 

The God of the future, the God of humanity, the 
God_of this world; must forswear all signs and 
wonders; all extraordinary and abnormal things ; all 
strange appearances; all cyclones, earthquakes, 
lightnings. He must renounce all fish stories. He 
must let the sun keep on its way, and the hands on 
dial-plates of time. He must not make iron float or 
poison cease to kill. He had better not try to walk 
upon the water, for he will have a cold bath and the 
cold shoulder. He had better not cure disease with- 
out a physician’s certificate. He had better not send 
devils into swine, or he will assuredly be sued for 
damages. We need no such disturbers of the peace. 
We want a gentle, orderly God, who pursues the even 
tenor of his way with divine complacency ; who has 
no desire for notoriety ; who will not advertise him- 
self, like Barnum or Buffalo Bill; who will go with 
the tide; who will seek favoring gales; strenuously 
cultivate the matter of fact; attempt no royal road, 
but tread the popular way; who will stick to nature, 
truth, reality, and common sense, and who will be a 
divinity simply because he has the deepest insight 
into law and the most undeviating regard for its 
majestic course. 

Miracles hereafter mean littleness and not great- 
ness. In order only can any valid rulership appear. 

Again, the new Goa will be a servant and not a 
master. There will be no divine despot, but a 
divine worker—one who can do something—a service- 
able deity, not an ornamental one. Wewanta useful 
God—no exalted drone; no God to pose as sovereign; 
no dude deity who is on dress parade, who can think 
of no higher function than to show off, who studies 
good looks and desires compliments, who is to be 
praised night and day, who must have golden service 
and perpetual incense. Away with such a God! 
Away with the master and the despot, away with the 
golden throne and subservient multitude, away with 


incense, the worship, and the prayer; away with any 


deity who will command! We want no God on the 
throne—not one. Such a God must abdicate, and if 
he can't join the toiling millions and do his share of 
this world's labor, let him cease to be. Bury him 
with all his tinsel. Such a God is a disgrace and a 
curse. The god of the future is the god of service, 
of labor, òf helpfulness; who ean lend a hand ; who 
will plow and sow and reap. We want a god of 
vigorous muscle, of nerve and brain ; who can earn a 
living in the sweat of his face; who can dig and 
delve, go into the bowels of the earth, sail the high 
seas, furl and unfurl the canvas, load and unload the 
ship; who will pull down old tenement houses and 
build new ones, who will clean the streets, remove 
filth and disease ; who will make bread for the starv- 
ing poor, bring the cattle from the thousand hills to 
, the homes of toilers; who will put out the darkness 
“with electric lights; who will weave a network of 
“railroads with deft and wondrous power; who will set 
‘a million machineries at work; who will strike at the 
. forge, tug at the engine, poke the fire, snap the whip. 
‘spur the horse, drive the herd, lug brick, hit the nail 
‘son the head, saw logs, chop wood, build the fires, 
* Sweep and dust—yea, sew on shirt buttons, darn the 
‘stocking, black boots, and kill fleas, musketoes, bed- 
~ bugs, and grasshoppers. That is what thez;god of the 
sfuture must do. He must be a menial god, a slave 
-.god,a servant god. That's the glory of deific power— 
to be a ministry. 

We can’t afford to have the old God. It’s too much 
waste of material. We need all the force we can get 
' for practical business. This fierce, tumultuous, 
intense age—every potency of it strained to the ut- 
, most —every faculty on the alert—the brain radiating 
with electric strife—poor girls making shirts at four 
dicents apiece—why, we can't allow that old God to 

remain on his throne. He must come down. He 
cannot sleep and dream dull care away. He must 
awake; he must fling off his regalia and put on the 
blouse of the workingman. He must stand at the 
bench, at the oar, at the mast. He must ply the 
needle; he must tug and tussle with the necessities of 
life; he must put on the harness; he must learn his 
trade; he must acquire skill; he must join the grand 


army and do watch and ward for human welfare. 
Out upon that old sovereign, sitting upon his throne 
drinking the sweet incense from this accursed earth! 
Away with the music!—away with the seraphim and 
cherubim !—away with the golden mansions built on 
agonies! Confiscate heaven—fling it open to hu- 
manity—draft the king and all his courtiers into the 
squads of industry and train them to service! Teach 
them the art of living, for themselvs and others! 
Turn the great white throne into a machine shop, 
and set the archangels to greasing the wheels. Let 
the arm of deity be the arm of some mighty enginery, 
glittering, wonderful, sweeping with superb poise 
and curve, so that ten thousand happy hands find 
work todo. That’s the new God—the God of ser- 
vice, the God of work; a mighty God indeed, who 
finds the making of a pin as glorious as the making 
of a star, who finds all action equally sublime, who 
finds all labor equally sovereign; who feels that a 
throne is a disgrace, that to receive worship is dis- 
honorable, that to rule is criminal, that to serve is 
godlike, that to give is divine. The God of the future 
will no longer be sought for in the skies—that is the 
poorest place for a deity. He will be found in the 
midst of poverty and disease. He will be found in 
hospitals by the bedside of the sick. He will be 
where suffering is. He will be with the aching body, 
the torn heart, the tortured mind. He will set the 
broken limb, cool the fevered brow, calm the raging 
pulse. He will be the physician and the nurse, the 
mechanic and the artist.: He will be the school- 
master abroad. He will be learning, education, 
knowledge, discipline. He will be the warm heart, the 
strong arm, the foot that keeps step to the music of 
eternal progress. 

That will be the God of the future, the beautiful 
God, the loving God, the God of service, who shall 
be a flaming minister to the wants of humanity. 

(CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK.) 
_ tO ——————- 


The Money Question.—II. 


What would be the effects upon the nation of the 
adoption of such a system of national money as I de- 
scribed in my former article on this subject? . Let us 
try to study them carefully. t 

l. No person would be treated unjustly by the 
change. Those having money now would be able to 
change it for the new money, or they would be at 
liberty to keep the old money if they pleased. 

2. Under the new system any person having the 
requisit security would always be able to borrow 
money ; for it would not be necessary to stop loaning 
money in order to prevent too much getting into cir- 
eulation, as that would be effected by increasing the 
rate of interest. The higher the rate of interest, the 
fewer would borrow, and the more would make de- 
posits. The amount of money in circulation could 
be controled in this way as certainly as the amount 
of steam going to the engin is now controled by the 
governor. Banks would therefore never hav to cease 
loaning, and they would always loan to all on the 
same terms and at the ‘same rate. 

3. No person would then hoard money. It would 
always be secure in the banks, and money loaners 
could then only get interest by loaning to the banks, 
as all borrowers would go to the banks. There 
would then be nothing gained by hoarding it up, and 
when not in use it would be placed in the banks. 

4. Under the new system, money would always be 
equally plentiful, and, consequently, of a constant 
and uniform value. This would make the prices of 
everything else much more steady than now, and this 
would take a large part of the speculativ element ont 
of business. The prices of things now depend largely 
upon the amount of money per capita in circulation, 
and this again depends upon the will of our bankers. 
When it is to their interests to lower prices, they 
stop loaning money and decrease the amount per 
capita in circulation. When it is to their interest to 
raise prices, they loan money freely. The present 
system of banking is like a game of cards, the result 
of which is to be decided by skilful tricks. Bankers 
are the professional gamblers, and the people with 
whom they play are their ignorant and innocent vic- 
tims, not one in tenthousand of whom even pretends 
to understand the tricks of the game. 

5. Under the new system we should only accept as 
security for money things that are the products of 
labor. None of the natural things of the earth or of 
the heavens should be accepted. Land, mines, nat- 
ural timber, air, water, the sun, moon, and clouds, as 
well as the bodies of men, should be rejected. because 
in the very nature of things private individuals can- 
not justly own any of these things. No person can 
justly acquire an exclusiv right to natural things. 
All kinds of fixed improvements on land could be 
accepted as security ; So also could gold, silver, dia- 
monds, etc. The government could loan safely to 
anyone one-half the value of his house, and could 
assist anyone to build to the extent of one-half the 
cost of his house by simply charging enough more 
than the interest to pay the insurance also. How 
this would stimulate building! How it would in- 
crease work! How it would raise wages! How it 
would improve the homes of the people! and how 


this would improve their health and morals! To 
prevent people from borrowing money on land, the 
government should cease to tax anything but land 
and raise the tax on it to a full rental Then it 
would cease to hav a commercial value, and could not 
be given as security for money. 

6. If money could not be borrowed on land, the 
rate of interest would decline to the point where it 
ought to be. It would be more difficult then to giv 
security for money, consequently it would be more 
difficult to keep out any fixed sum per capita. This 
would cause interest to decline. 


7. It will be noticed that at present, when money 
is searce among the people, that is, when it is hoarded 
up in bank vaults, interest is high, and when it is 
plenty among the people and scarce in bank vaults, 
interest is low. This condition of things would be 
exactly reversed by the national system which I hav 
outlined. Interest would be lowest when the people 
had the least and the banks the most money. 

8. Under the national system, if it should be found 
impossible to put out a sufficient sam of money by 
loaning, the government could increase it by making 
public improvements. The whole railway system, 
the telegraph system, and the express business 
should be carried on by the government. They 
should build railways, canals, bridges, etc. This 
would furnish employment to the people and would 
put the national money in circulation. 

9. The probability is that under this system inter- 
est would be very low, probably two or three per 
cent on an average. But let me compare the results 
of the two systems upon the average laboring man. 

Let us suppose that Mr. A. is a mechanic working 
at $2 per day, and that he works three hundred days 
a year. His salary is $600. If he is married, he can 
hardly liv on less than $10 per week, including $2.50 
for rent of house. Let us suppose, then, that he 
saves $100a year. A lot of land suitable to build on 
will cost him $400. This will take him four years to 
earn. He cannot build the poorest kind of house 
for much less than another $400, which it will take 
him another four years to save up. If he has been 
healthy and fortunate, he can, we will suppose, get 
into a small house on a poor lot at the end of eight 
years. Very few are so fortunate as this. Then he 
will hav to pay taxes on his lots and house; also rev- 

enue on his clothes and food. Let us now see how 
it would work with the same man on the new system. 
He would not hav to buy anylots. He would simply 
teke them up on condition of paying the rent to the 
government. In two years he would hav $200 saved, 
and could begin to build his house. The government 
would loan him the other $200 and insure his house 
for $200 for about $8 a year or less. He would get 
into as good a house in two years as he now does in 
eight. If he and everybody else paid the rent of his 
land to the government, then he and everybody else 
would get back an annual pension from the govern- 
ment. Those who would rent a great deal of land 
would hav to pay more taxes than they would hav 
returned in pensions. Those having large families 
and not renting much land would get more in pen- 
sions than they would pay in rents. 

In two years more Mr. A. could pay the gov- 
ernment the $200, or could expend that amount 
in enlarging his house and increasing his com- 
forts. It is easy to see how much Mr. A.’s con- 
dition would be improved under the new system. 

One more illustration: Some years ago the people 
of Flint, Michigan, decided they must hav a system 
of water-works. A company was formed and the 
city council agreed with this company to pay them 
$7,500 a year for one hundred hydrants, to be used 
only in case of fire. The company was to charge for 
water for all other purposes. The water-works cost 
less than $100,000. 

Now, suppose the city of Flint could hav borrowed 
money of the United States government at about 
three per cent, and put in the water-works and 
owned them ; they could hav then sold $2,000 more 
water than the cost of operating the works. One 
hundred thousand dollars at three per cent would 
cost $3,000 a year. Deduct from this $2,000 de- 
rived from the sale of water to private parties, and 
the citizens would then hav to pay only $1,000 a 
year for the one hundred hydrants to be used for fir 
purposes, instead of $7,500. : 

Iam well aware that there are people who will see 
great objections to such a system of banking as I 
bav described. Such people can see great objections 
to the world revolving around the sun, and to the 
earth revolving upon its axis. They can see great 
objections to anything that was not invented in the 
Dark Ages. J. G. Marcora. 

See ge 
An Enterprising Priest. 

Father Palmer, a Catholic priest, of New Orleans, has 
been arrested on the charge of selling imported wines to 
saloon men. Father Palmer admits he sold wine which he 
had imported for sacramental purposes, and which had been 
left over. It should strike religious people as something 
worse than blasphemy for an ordained priest to thus turn 
into the beverage of commerce the blessed blood of a cruci- 
fied deity. 


E 
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À Liberal Mutual Aid Association. 


In ease of the death of even some of our best 
workers, if preceded by misfortune or long sickness, 
their dependent loved ones would be left unprovided 
for And we know the meager pittance resulting 
from appeals to charity would afford but slight tem- 
porary relief. 

In time of sickness, the more prolonged the great- 
er and more intense must be the mental anguish of 
knowing not alone that lack of necessaries prevents 
the chance of restoration to health, but coming death 
will leave loved ones destitute.. 

Iam in receipt of a number of letters in regard to 
a Liberal Mutual Aid Association, and all without 
exception express hearty approval of such an organi- 
zation. Some, however, hav erroneous conceptions 
in regard to the matter, that I desire to remove. 

Thereis very great need of such an association, 
but it does not yet exist. To avoid mistakes, and 
insure the greatest possible good, the discussion in 
Tux TnurH Seexer and other leading Liberal period- 
icals of everything pertaining to such an organization 
is much to be desired. It isa matter of personal 
interest to every Liberal man, woman, and child in 
the United States and Canada. 

It would greatly expedite the formation of such an 
association if all in favor would at once send me their 
names and addresses. 

The selection of location for the office of the Asso- 
ciation is a matter for decision by those desiring to 
join. There are many good reasons why it should 
be West, as far as Chicago or, perhaps, Omaha. Yet 
New York city has some claims as the great metrop- 
olis, the center to which all business gravitates; then, 
too, the laws governing such organizations in New 
York state are of the very best, insuring, as far as 
human forethought and enactment can do so, protec- 
tion of every member, and impossibility of fraud or 
mismanagement; although the judicious selection 
of officers, and the publication every three months of 
an itemized account of all receipts and expenditures 
in Tar Truty Seexer and other Freethought period- 
icals, would afford ample safeguards to all members, 
no matter where the office may be located. There is 
no chance for sectional jealousies in the Mutual Aid, 
since all its members claim, “ The world is my coun- 
try; to do good, my religion.” Will all the Lib- 
erals please send me their names, addresses, and their 
choice of location for the office of the Association ? 

The Mutual Aid should be established for the 

greatest good to the greatest number, and not to 
afford fat perquisits or big salary to some one per- 
son or & favored few. No remuneration should be 
allowed any officer, except the secretary in charge of 
the office, and he or she should only be paid, as in 
&ny other business, reasonable compensation for 
actual service rendered. The office, and all pertaining 
to it, must be condueted with the most rigid economy 
compatible with efficient conduct of the business of 
ihe Ássociation. Under no pretext should the total 
expenses—including percentage to agents, secretary 
and clerk salaries, office rent, printing forms, blanks, 
etc., etc.—exceed the semi-annual dues and one-half 
the membership fees. "When the number of mem- 
bers has increased so that there is more money thus 
received than sufficient for the most careful and rigid 
economica] administration of the affairs of the Asso- 
ciation, the semi-annual dues should be at once re- 
duced. 

The Mutual Aid must not be in any way con- 
nected with any other organization, but stand en- 
tirely independent, relying solely upon its own 
merits. Liberals of every shade of opinion can unite 
in the noble work of affording mutual aid, and thus, 
becoming personally interested in each others welfare, 
& stronger bond of unity and more fraternal feeling 
will be eultivated—* a consummation most devoutly 
to be wished for.” 

It is a very grave mistake to regard mutual aid as 
charity. It is not a charity, but a legitimate busi- 
ness enterprise, conducted on strict business princi- 
ples. Its objects are to enable its members while in 
health, by means of cooperation, to make provision 
for sickness, provide for their dependent loved ones 
in case of death, and secure services of Liberal lect- 
urers at burial. 

The best and most equitable way to provide aid 
for sick members would be by creating a reserve 
fund, formed by one-half of all membership fees, and 
ten per cent of all death claims paid. 

After one year’s membership any member totally 
incapacitated by sickness—that is, dangerously sick, 
confined to bed—for more than one full week, would 
be entitled to loan from the reserve fund. The 
physicians of the society and of the sick member 
should consult and report to the secretary of the 
society the nature of the sickness and amount neces- 
sary per week to provide nursing and comforts for 
the sick, and necessaries for the family; and on ap- 
proval by the executiv committee and the surrender- 
ing of certificate of membership to the association as 
security for amount loaned, amount so agreed on 
shall be paid each week to such sick member during 
tota] disability from sickness. If member recovers, 
the amount loaned or part thereof may be repaid any 


time within two years without interest. 

paid within that time, amounts loaned and interest 

thereon will, on death of such member, be deducted 

rom amount of certificate, and the remainder paid to 
eirs. 

Until all Freethinkers practice the ennobling pre- 
cepts of Liberalism there will always be need to 
guard against fraud. It would not be justice to 
offer a premium to people to encourage or feign sick- 
ness. The organization would speedily come to 
grief if certain amounts were to be paid in every case 
of sickness, with no provision to insure repayment. 
No society could be self-sustaining on any such 
Quixotic basis. We want mutual aid, not charity. It 


is to avoid the cruel humiliation of depending on or | 


soliciting charity that the Liberal Mutual Aid Asso- 
ciation should be instituted. 

Uniform assessments and graded amountsof death 
benefit will insure equity for all. The most able and 
experienced insurance men advise making three 
classes: 


Aged 21 to 35, death benefit.. ... $8,000 
Aged 35 to 45, death benefit.. .. 2,500 
Aged 45 to 60, death benefit.. 2,000 


These amounts constitute whole benefits. Mem- 
bers can take whole, half, or whole and half benefits. 

Membership fee, whole benefit, $5.00; half bene- 
fit, $2.50; whole and half benefit, $8.00. Semi- 
annual dues, payable January &nd July, whole benefit, 
$2.00; half benefit, $1.00; whole and half benefit, 
$3.00. "Thirty days' notice to members to pay assess- 
ments. 

The Mutual Aid should be just what its name im- 
plies; it is not really an insurance company; there can 
be no profits or dividends to divide. There is no 
compulsion to pay assessments; it is an agreement 
&mong men and women of honor to secure to each 
other aid in sickness, and, in case of death, provision 
for loved ones, by each paying small specified sums— 
assessment of one dollar to pay death claims, mem- 
bership fees to make reserved fund to loan the sick, 
&nd semi-annual dues to defray the expense of con- 
ducting the business of the Association. A person 
is & member and entitled to the benefits of the Asso- 
ciation just so long as he complies with the condi- 
tions. When any member neglects to pay dues or 
assessment, that neglect forfeits membership, and all 
claim on the Association. Repayment of dues and 
assessments to disaffected members is an absurd im- 
possibility. The dues paid would hav been expended 
in conducting the business of the Association. Every 
cent of every assessment—less ten per cent for re- 
serve fund—would hav been paid to heirs of deceased 
members. How then could the money be paid back? 

WOMEN MEMBERS ON EQUAL TERMS. 

The most experienced actuaries assure me the ob- 
jections to insuring women are the result of ancient 
tradition and prejudice. There is very trifling, if 
any, more risk inwomen than men. The Mutual Aid 
being founded and composed of those who advocate 
equal rights, should accept women members on 
exactly the same terms and conditions as men. 

There should be women on the board of officers 
and directors. Many women hav loved ones, in part 
or wholly dependent on them, who would be left to 
suffer but for such provision as the Liberal Mutual 
Aid would afford. It will be the only society of the 
kind that accepts women on exact equal terms with 
men, and will doubtless attract large numbers of 
women, who, thus becoming interested in the good 
work of mutual aid, would be induced to take activ 
part in Liberal propaganda work. 

Too long the organization of such a society has 
been delayed. Let us to work! Will the Liberals 
who favor such an organization please write me at 
once, giv name and address with choice of location 
for the office of the society, and any other suggestion 
or proposition deemed of interest? 

Box 104, North Parma, N. Y. C. B. Reynops. 
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Woman's Constitutional Right to Vote. 


A portion of the argument of Mrs. Lida Johnson, 
in Tue Trura Seexer of Dec. 11th, seems to be un- 
sound. The right to vote is restricted by state laws, 
on account of age, crime, and sex. The right to vote 
is not such a privilege or immunity necessarily be- 
longing to the citizen that its denial is unconstitu- 
tional under Art. 14, Sec. 1. There must be a lim- 
itation as to age ; it is proper that there should bea 
limitation as to crime ; and limitation as to sex is not 
forbidden in Art. 15. The same principle applies to 
Art. 1, Sec. 2, for children and criminals are people, 
as well as women. 

But the provision in Art. 4, Sec. 4, is not so readily 
dismissed. Is that a republican government, to which 
one-half the people hav given no consent, in which 
they hav no share, and which has been accepted only 
by a majority of the other. half? Is that a repub- 
lican form of government which allows a little over 
one-fourth to rule over the other three-fourths? 
This is a question which the disfranchised class hav 
a right to hav decided by the Supreme Court of the 
United States. Henay M. PARKHURST. 

New York, Dee. 22, 1886. 


If not re- | 


W. S. Bell in Texas. 


After leaving the PineriesI had a long trip to my 
next stopping-place, which was Trenton. Here I 
found many wide-awake Freethinkers. The first of 
them I met was Mr. J. W. Bell, who very kindly 
took me under his care. I gave a lecture in the 
Bailey school-house, about two miles from the town, 
and another in the town hall. In both cases I had 
large and enthusiastic audiences. I did not find in 
all Texas a more earnest set of Liberals than I found 
here. The orthodox sun stood still for the space of 
two days, while the hosts of Liberals were rallying at 
liberty’s call. I hav nothing but pleasant memories 
of my short stay among the Liberals of Trenton. 


At Paris I made the acquaintance of Mr. R. Peter- 
son, Mrs. Peterson and daughter, and was very 
courteously and attentivly entertained by them I 
was greatly interested in their accounts of their 
travels abroad, as both Mr. and Mrs. Peterson are 
good talkers. But on my audience I hav no lavish 
praise to bestow. If you will take my word for it, 
every time the door opened the people of that audi- 
ence (with afew exceptions) turned their heads to 
see who was coming in. As many of them came late, 
and as they came straggling along one after another, 
the reader can imagin how often the head-turning 
was repeated. And, to make matters still worse, they 
would turn around at such critical moments as I was 
just making a clinching argument, or getting off a 
witty point in illustration. It may-possibly hav oc- 
curred to some of them in the course of the week 
following that I intended certain remarks to pass for 
a joke, but, good souls, they evinced no such conclu- 
sion while I was talking. : 

This was one of the first lectures of the kind these 
people had ever heard, and, it being Sunday, possibly 
they may hav had too sensitiv an appreciation of the 
sanetities of the holy day to allow themselvs to in- 
dulge in & profane laugh. ; 

Another long railroad ride brought me to Henri- 
etta. My right-hand man, Mr. John W. James, I 
found sick-abed, but after a few hours he was on his 
feet, and we were soon busily engaged in making ar- 
rangements for lectures in the Court House. There 
are but few Liberals here who are willing to show 
their hand (with anything in it) As it is a Prohi- 
bition town, quite a good many of the townspeople 
came out to hear me; and one, a Prohibitionist, said 
my lecture had converted him from the error of his 
way. On the second evening my audience was not 
so large, as the Prohibitionists had gotten up a 
counterblast. 

Next day, on my way back to Fort Worth, while 
the train was stopped at Bowie for dinner, Mr. Clark 
Arnold came in the car to see me and to explain why 
the Freethinkers of Bowie could not hav Liberal 
lectures. 

My last lecture point was my worst. I went to 
Weatherford without knowing much about the place 
or the Liberal sentiment, and so, when I got there, I 
found it a priest-ridden place, and could get but 
avery few to come out to hear me. It will take a 
good deal of Liberal talk to wake up the people., I 
was very pleasantly entertained by Mr. E. P. Nichol- 
son and daughter. Ihad one hearer from Slip Down 
Mountain who came all the way on horseback to hear 
me ring my bell. On the day I left Weatherford it 
was necessary for me to take an early sart. Iam 
not partial to early rising. The old saw about the 
early bird getting the worm never seemed particu- 
larly brilliant to me. I hav always cherished a wish, 
when I hav had this early-bird chestnut dinned in my 
ears, that some “ varmint" would catch the early 
bird for being so previous ; and although it is a hard 
thing for any one possessed of kindly humanities to 
say, yet I must confess that I never hear this oracle 
about early rising repeated without wishing that the 
man who originated it had been that veritable worm 
himself. 

As I had lectured some years ago in Joplin, Mo., I 
thought I could do so again, and accordingly after 
leaving Texas, and a long ride through the Indian 
Territory, I reached Joplin to meet with disappoint- 
ment. Some of the good Liberals who lived here 
years ago hav moved away, and some hav become 
poor, and others, who hav become richer, hav not: 
worked much at the Liberal cause. I gave a talk to 
the Knights of Labor, when I gave my lecture on 
* Liberty and Morality,” and had but very few out to 
hear.. There was a free show in town, and Liberals 
and Christians, such as they are in Joplin, prefer a 
* nigger show” to an instructiv lecture. 

At Carthage, Mo., I gave only one lecture. I was 
very cheerfully and nicely entertained by Mr. Watson 
Heston and wife, and part of the time by Mr. and 
Mrs. Warner. We had a very good audience, keen 
and appreciativ. Several expressed a desire to hav 
me come again and giv a course of lectures. 

Mr. Heston is not very robust, and his wife is ill, 
and, consequently, he is financially embarrassed. He 
has pluck, but, poor fellow, I was sorry to see him tug- 
ging away at duty and destiny under such a heavy 
load. Perhaps some large-hearted, open-handed Lib- 
eral may become to him an earthly providence. 

Going back west two hundred miles I reached 
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Wichita, Kan., November 30th, and lectured Decem- 
ber 1st. I found this the most activ of all Western 
towns, excepting, of course, Chicago, St. Louis, and 
Kansas City. But the people hav gone wild. It is 
speculation upon speculation. Smith buys a piece of 
land at high rates, and sells it again to Brown at an 
advanced price, and Brown raises the figures and 
sells it to Jones, and so it goes, but where is the end? 
And what kind of an end will come to this balloon 
business? There are many Liberals here, but 
they, too, are as crazy as their more orthodox neigh- 
bors in the mad chase after the almighty dollar. 

I spoke to a good audience, but in the worst hall I 
ever attempted to speak in. It is a hall witha horrid 
echo. Mark you, my reader, it was not the worst 
hall to speak in simply because it had an echo, but 
because it had the :most tormenting echo I ever 
heard. If there is anything we hate in this world it 
is to hear two persons talking at the same time, but 
in this case it was one talking twice at the same time, 
one voice going down the hall, and another coming 
back. That makes too much of a good thing. One 
lecture at a time is enough. W. S. Bex. 

302 State st., Chicago, TU. 
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J. L. Andrew. 


After meeting my engagements in New Jersey and 
Eastern Pennsylvania, I made my way to Western 
Pennsylvania, lecturing in Butler, Millerstown, Pe- 
trolia, Parkersburg, and Oil City. In all of those 
places there are some stanch Freethinkers, and in 
nearly every place the audiences were quite satisfac. 
tory. In Butler the lecture was given in the parlor 
of Nixon’s Home. The Methodist minister was in- 
vited to be present, and duly came. He was cour- 
teously offered the privilege of making what remarks 
or criticisms he considered necessary. He only stated 
that, as he was desirous of making the right prepara- 
tion for the next world, he could not afford to dabble 
in philosophical questions. He also. affirmed that 
Paine and Voltaire regretted their antagonism of 
Christianity, which was conclusiv proof that they had 
done a mischievous wrong. Avoiding, under the cir- 
cumstances, anything that savored of a discussion, I 
reminded him that neither Painenor Voltaire had ever 
expressed any sorrow because of their assaults on 
Christianity, and that true wisdom consists in the 
making the best of this life, rather than in a supersti- 
tious preparation for the next. 

For some time it has seemed to me very strange 
that a man who is at all acquainted with the real 
. thoughts and feelings of the age could really accept 

the religious theories that were extant in the darkest 
days of European civilization. The reluctance of 
Christian ministers to publicly discuss the gravest 
problems of religious thought can never be justified 
by the statement that unbelief is confined to a few. 
It is not skepticism that the church has to deal with 
to-day; it is not mere doubt; it is a condition of 
widespread unbelief, affecting nearly every class and 
condition of society. Nor is this unbelief limited to 
men. . I hav found among women of several churches 


as strong unbelief as I hav found in the minds of |. 


men. And it would be no discredit to the intelli- 
gence of the ministers to claim that they share the 
prevailing unbelief. With this conscious and evident 
decline of faith comes a declining zeal ; and there is 
more attention being given to practical questions 
than ever before. It is interesting to see what hold 
the church has on the masses. 

Last week the ministers of Davenport, Ia., met to 
discuss the question of public attendance at church. 
That city has a population of at least twenty-three 
thousand, and yet, on actual count, only about three 
thousand two hundred attended church on a recent 
Sunday evening. All those who ever attend church 
would amount to no more than eight thousand, leav- 
ing fifteen thousand who never avail themselves of 
the benefit of the clergy. Without a doubt, this is 
an average attendance in cities of that size. The 
churches hav reasonable cause for alarm when the 
people pay no heed to them. The disregard of sensi- 
ble people toward religion is the argument of the 
Catholic clergy against a purely secular education. 
' Speaking of this question, there is some reason to 
expect serious troubles in this country respecting the 
conflicting claims of the state and religious sects con- 
cerning public education and general taxation for its 
support. ` Either etate authority in that line must be 
ignored, or people, irrespectiv of their religious be- 
lief, must contribute to its support. 

In Indiana lectures were arranged for in Rome 
City, Ligonier, and Corunna. In spite of cold weather 
we had good audiences. At Ligonier on the first 
night there was about one hundred and fifty present, 
and over three hundred the second night. It is the 
desire of the Liberals of Noble county, Indiana, to 
hav a large meeting next summer at Rome City. 
There is every necessary facility to make such a 
meeting a success. The city itself has less than a 
thousand population, but there are several large 
hotels within a mile for the accommodation of visit- 
ors. There is a large lake, in which there is an 
island of about ten acres, which contains a pavilion 
that will seat about four thousand persons. Hxcur- 


-| Island. I expect to spend the winter in Kansas, and 
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sions are very frequent to this place during the sum- 
mer months. If the Liberals of northern Indiana 
begin in time there is no reason why a successful 
gathering should not be held there. . They are very 
desirous of securing Mr. Ingersoll for one lecture. 
If they succeed they would expect an audience of 
several thousand. It was estimated that at, least 
twenty thousand went to hear Sam Jones at Rome 
City last year; and it is very reasonable to suppose 
that Mr. Ingersoll could draw a much larger audience. 

On my way West I lectured in Molene and Rock 


shall be glad to hear from all those in that state who 
desire lectures. Address, care of Prof. D. D. Bryant, 
Ft. Scott, Kansas. J. L. Anprew. 


_ HO 
New York Freethinkers’ Association. 


Since my return from New York sickness has pre- 
vented my doing any work for the Association. 
While in New York the executiv committee convened. 
It was then decided, 1. To hav certificates of mem- 
bership designed and printed at once; C. B. Reynoids 
was to attend to this. 2. A list of the names of 
members of each county was to be forwarded to the 
president, T. B. Wakeman. 3. Circulars of instruc- 
tion were to be prepared containing hints and sug- 
gestions as to the best methods of carrying on the 
work in each county—until such circulars were pre- 
pared the leaflets of the Canadian Secular Union 
were to be used. 4. T. B. Wakeman was instructed 
to prepare Liberal lesson leaves to be used in 
science schools ; Prof. G. G. Grower, lesson leaves on 
chemistry and electricity. Only a part of the plan of 
work has been carried out. The county committees 
hav not been appointed. An organizer was to hav 
been sent to the different counties. We hope by 
earnest work to redeem the time lost. To carry out 
this plan there is need of funds. Let the Liberals 
who are desirous of seeing the work move in this 
state send in their names and donations. Remember 
the membership fee is only twenty-five cents. 

The donations and membership fees since October 
17th are as follows: 


Adalade Cosad............. $1.95! A. L. Watson............... $ 25 
John Tompkins...... -. 1.00; Chas. Lownd............... 1.00 
Geo. A. Kenyon 25) Mrs. Wm. Thorp......... 1.00 
Jasper Griggs.........:.... 25) J. H. Horton............... 1.00 
Wm. A. Jéenkins.......... 1.00| W. E. S................ 25 
James L. Parshall......... 1.00 | Edward Ross......... 25 
.00| Mrs. Sarah Ross.......... 25 

Annie Ross.................. 25 

Napoleon B. Ross......... 25 

Charles Travera.......... 25 

Wm. Travers............... 25 

Mrs. Myra Travers. ...... 25 

Mabel Travers............. 25 

Geo. Broom................ 25 

T. B. Wakeman.......... . 50 


25| Samuel P. Putnam....... 1.00 
Mrs. Elizabeth Weed....  25| Helen H. Gardner......... 1.00 
Mrs. Sarah A. Smith......  25| A. M. Booth................ 1.00 
Frank Smith................ 25| Charles Booth............. 1.00 
Wm. Shrekgast............ 25] Ralph Helm................ 1.00 
Mrs. Elizabeth H. Mead — 25| B. F. Bissell................ 1.00 
Charles Hall................ 25| M. E. Itoso.................. 25 
James J. Mills............ . 25 


Wil! Ralph Helm and B. F. Bissell please send me 
their address, that I may send them certificates ? 
F. C. RzxuNorps. 
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Samuel P. Putnam’s Lecture Engagements. 


Martinsburg, West Và........... eene 
Greensburg, ] 


P8 icis A eo remote sinus 
Pittsburgh, Pa... 
Kent, O................ 

Alliance, Oo eri teo o reed piro pure soe o rosa opa oem anas 
Akron, O 
Columbus, O..............eeeeeeeee 
Piqua, O..................-. 
Cincinnati, O 
Rome, Ind.................. 
Linesville, Pa.............. 
Chicago, Ill.............. 
Nekoma. 
Fort Madison, Ia. 
Belton, Mo........ 


Fort Dodge, Kan................. 
Garden City; Kan 
Denver, Col.......ccccsssecsecssccsecctseeeeeeeees 


TO THE FRIENDS OF THE AMERICAN SECULAR UNION. 


The work of the American Secular Union for the 
coming year will be the same as that of the last year. 
It will include lectures in the field by the secretary, 
the pushing forward of the Nine Demands by legis- 
lativ action, the publication of documents in regard 
to these Demands, the organization of societies, ete. 
The contributions show the generosity and determina- 
tion of those who are interested in the work of the 
Union. We ask those friends to giv to the fund who 
believe in the work, and who are able to do some- 
thing. If all will contribute, a sufficient sum will be 
raised to vigorously prosecute the work. Already 
under the auspices of the Union an effort is being 
made in the territory of Idaho for the enforcement of 
church taxation. These efforts will be continued 
wherever opportunity occurs; and every point of 
advance be made available throughout the whole 
country, Saumur, P. Purnam. 


The Roman Catholics. 


The writer is & Liberalist of the extreme truth 
seeking order, and Agnostic to everything not appar- 
ent to his reason. He isnot opposed to religion. In 
his survey of all religions which now interest the in- 
habitants of our extended Union, he has always 
cherished the hope that enlightened humanity as a 
whole, if left to itself, would select that religious 
faith nighest the elevation of its mind; the out- ` 
come of which would be something like a competitiv 
universal brotherhood of kinduess. 

But it seems the Roman Catholic religion is one 
that scorns to come within the scope of this brotherly 
compact of religious faiths. With the Roman Catho- 
lic" submission” is the word, and subserviency to the 
will and dictum of the “holy father” at Rome, ex- 
tending through his endless line of priests, bishops, 
archbishops, and cardinals, etc. 

In fine, this pure phalanx of priests of the holy 
father assumes to do the thinking, praying, and curs- 
ing for the whole world, as in the past, for all nations 
and all peoples. Verily, how surpassingly good is 
this disinterested kindness, this voluntary act! But 
are not these Catholics, these holy men, presuming too 
much upon the ignorance of us Americans? 

The writer has been drawn to examin into these 
priestly exertions just now through their unusual 
efforts to Romanize this vast republic. In looking 
into the past history of the holy apostolic church of 
Rome, dating far, far away in past centuries, we find 
its history a trail of blood, butcheries, tortures, and 
meddlesome intrigues with all nations! Its holy pre- 
tensions hav ever been found those of hypocrisy, au- 
dacity, and crime. Based upon ignorance, they hav 
ever been antagonistic to progress and learning. 
They hav ever suppressed advancement in. the arts 
and sciences, but when by circumstances a new dis- 
covery has forced itself upon the world, this holy 
autocrat at Rome was the first hypocritieally to claim 
its merit—vide astronomy, printing, electricity, mag- 
netism, animal and mineral; galvanism, etc. 

Is our glorious republic prepared to surrender all 
its political power and greatness to the dictum of the 
holy father—the holy butfoon at Rome? Are we to 
forget the cruelties and butcheries of the Conquest 
of Mexico? Are we to forget the tortures of the In- 
quisition? Are we to forget the sale of indulgences 
for uncommitted and premeditated crimes, for the 
support of the holy father? Are we to forget the 
absolution for crime? Are we to forget that no con- 
tract is held binding when made with aheretic? Are 
we to forget that the term “ Protestant" took its 
name from its conflicts with the holy father at Rome? 
' Were it possible to believe the exertion of this holy 
hierarchy was really philanthropic in thus attempting 
to control the thoughts of mankind to the acquire- 
ment of a higher state of happiness, we could not but 
applaud the benevolence of the intention. But the 
history of its past horrid acts, and the present 
priestly masquerading, from the altar-boy here tothe 
holy buffoonery at Rome, giv only the assurance of 
a priestly grasp for power. This peculiar church 
well knows the art of fascination. From their 
costly cathedral down they hav this object in view. 
The eye, the ear, and the smell are to be gratified. 
Even the pealing echoes from the Gothic arches hav 
a solemnity, and subdue even a simple-minded Infidel 
into subjection. We ask, Hav we not reason to be 
alarmed when they, the Catholics, unblushingly de 
mand a separate appropriation of the state school 
fund for their schools? And why? To indoc- 
trinate their children with bigotry and ignorance, and 
a hatred and contempt for every other species of 
faith. JESSE. 

Brooklyn. 


o 


The Blessed Doctrin of Substitution. 
From the London Truthsechker, 

Itis sometimes said—and truly said—that even Mr. 
Spurgeon is becoming less Calvinistic; but a strong 
paragraph, in one of his latest published sermons, 
shows that the Ethiopian does «ot change his skin. 
He said: 


It has been my joy to preach to yon for many years the 
blessed doctrin of substitution. Now, if Jesus became our 
surety and substitute, and sniTered in our stead, it is an in- 
evitable consequence that we cannot suffer punishment. and 
that the sin laid upon our surety cannot now be laid upon 
us. If our debt was paid, it was paid, and there is an end of 
it; a second payment cannot be demanded. You know the 
story. the very excellent story, which I think was first told 
hy Mr. Moody, of the man who in the French war was 
drawn for a soldier, but a friend stepped in, and was aceepted 
as his substitute. That substitute served. in the war till he 
was slain in battle. The mau for whom he served was 
drawn a second time, but he declined to serve. IIe appeared 
before the court, and pleaded that he had been drawn once, 
had served in the war by his substitute, and must now be re- 
garded as dead, because his representativ had been killed. 
He pleaded that his substitute’s service was practically his 
service; and it is said that the Jaw allowed his plea. As- 
suredly it is according to divine equity even if it be not ac- 
cording to human law. No criminal can be hanged a second 
time; one death is all the Jaw requires; believers died in 
Christ unto sin once, and now they penally die no more. Our 
condemnation has spent itself upon our gracious representa- 
tiv. The fall vials of divine wrath against sin hav becn 
poured upon the head of the great shepherd, that his sheep 
might go free; and therein in our joy, our comfort, our se- 
curity. 


Cammunications. 


Ireland and the Papacy.—Il. 


These archers carried the cross-bow, the most po- 
tent weapon of those days, and an arm altogether 
unknown to the Irish. So powerful was it that at 
one hundred yards it would shoot a bolt completely 
through a fully-armored man, and consequently death 
would be almost instantaneous. All good Catholics 
believe that when & man dies in a state of sin he goes 
straight to hell When passions are awakened one 
will be apt to say and do what he might not in 
calmer moments. The church, knowing full well 
that in the excitement incident to a battle, with his 
passions fully aroused, a man would be very likely to 
commit some sin, considered the advisability of pro- 
hibiting the use of this deadly weapon; but the mat- 
ter was compromised, and the Lateran Council, in 
1139, “ strictly forbade its employment among Chris- 
tian enemies.” 

The atrocities committed by the invaders are al- 
most unparalleled in history—one of the favorit 
amusements being to cut open a pregnant woman 
and carry the unborn infant aloft on their lances, 
tossing it to and fro. I know of no historian who 
disputes their atrocious conduct; they only differ on 
the quantity, not on the quality. 

In 1171 Henry went to Ireland in person. Six 
months thereafter the island was subjugated, and, at 
a council held at Cashel, he fulfilled his part of the 
contract with Adrian by making “special provisions 
for the support and protection of the clergy.” He 
also appointed an English lord high constable, an 
ear] marshal, and high steward, and “ distributed 


vast tracts of Irish territory among English nobles, | 


on the strictest feudal principle.” In April, 1172, he 
returned to Wales, where, at St. David’s church, a 
solemn high mass was offered up in gratitude for his 
success. The principal celebrant was the pope’s 
legate. 

It is claimed that the English occupation was in- 
tended for the benefit of the inhabitants, who had 
fallen into evil ways, become dissolute, and were no 
better than so many wild beasts. Catholic writers 
say the holy father was so moved by these reports 
that he was compelled to act as he did. Be it so. It 
is a question too lengthy to be discussed here. I 
simply claimed the donation. Yet even on this point 
I might take an exception and say that the Irish lay- 
men were as good as their clergy. We look for the 
highest possible standard among teachers of morality 
and religion, and very frequently look for it in vain ; 
and if St. Anselm and St. Bernard can be believed, 
the Catholic clergy of Ireland led very irregular lives, 
and daily broke every one of the Ten Commandments. 

I think the true reason was that the Irish colleges 
had become somewhat independent of Rome. Their 
Scholars were continually bringing up questions 

"which troubled the holy see. The two saints above 
quoted, being deeply imbued with the Italian ideas 
of the papacy, were unable to hold their own in con- 
troversy with the Irish clergy. It was mainly on 
their representations that Adrian gave the English 
invasion the color of a “holy war.” Moreover, the 
orders were too numerous to suit the pope, for, at 
the synod of Kells, in 1152, three thousand members 
of these orders attended, and there were less than 
three hundred secular priests. 

Possibly, if the discussions and writings of the 
Columban order were more closely scanned, impar- 
tial criticism might discover that they were a thorn 
in the side of the holy father. In speaking of them, 
McGee says: ‘The Columban order, which attached 
more importance to the acquisition of knowledge and 
missionary: enterprise issued out of their 
remote island, carrying their strongly-marked per- 
sonality into every controversy and every correspond- 
ence.” 

No early Catholic writer seems to question the 
right of Adrian to make this gift. Every country 
was considered the property of the holy see. Boni- 
face VIII. claimed Scotland, and, had it not been for 
the dauntless courage of Edward, it would hav been 
donated to some favorit. Boniface boldly declared 
that it belonged to Rome because “ it was contained 
in the universal grant of Constantine, the emperor, of 
all islands in the ocean, to the successors of St. 
"Peter" America, claimed on these grounds, was di- 
vided, almost before its discovery, between the Span- 
iards and Portuguese. By the same right, the popes 
meddled with the election of all rulers, and, whenever 
it was judicious, refused their sanction to the eleva- 
tion of any obnoxious prince, and denied the rights 
of the church to the people who served them. 

And this selling of countries was nothing unusual, 
the pope always making a shrewd bargain. In 1265, 
Clement IV. sold to Charles of Anjou a certain por- 
tion of Italy, and ordered the people, several millions 
in number, to accept Charles as their ruler. By the 
terms of sale Charles was to pay the holy see eight 
hundred ounces of gold yearly—and it was expressly 
stipulated that, should any payment be delayed, 
Charles was to be excommunicated. If this happened 
a second time, all the inhabitants were to be placed 


under the ban and deprived of their sacraments and 
divine worship. But the ban operated differently 
with different parties. Charles of Anjou was a weak 
prince; Charles V. was strong. So, when his soldiers 
occupied Placentia, which was claimed by the pope, 
the ban was placed on the soldiers, not on Charles V. 

Nowadays we laugh at the “anathema sit” of the 
holy father, and it affects Tue Taura SEEKER and 
Brother Macdonald as much as it changed the course 
of that comet which excited the ire of one of Leo’s 
predecessors. But a few hundreds of years ago it 
was different. Then superstition was rife, and when 
the successor to the meek and lowly Jesus sent out 
his curse, it had both a moral and physical effect. 
The churches were draped in mourning and then 
closed; the bells refused to ring; the sacraments, 
without which they could not enter their. heaven, 
were refused the dying; the clergy, who were also 
the doctors, left the sick unattended; the dead were 
refused burial, and their putrid corpses filled the at- 
mosphere with disease, sweeping off the inhabitants 
by the score. The devil, always hovering around, 
seeking whom he might devour, in the shape ofa 
ghoul feasted on the unburied child, and the fond 
mother knew full well that, having died without bap- 
tism, her darling was condemned to everlasting tort- 
ure. Every thunder-shower was magnified into an 
exhibition of God’s wrath, and the commonest inci- 
dents of a daily life plainly showed that the deity 
sided with the holy father. 

Even Jesus, who had shown so much compassion 
for suffering humanity by becoming one of themselvs; 
passing through all the trials and troubles incident 
to infancy, and ending his career by dying for them 
on the cross; and who, in his glorious ascension stil] 
not unmindful of their claims, refused to allow his 
heart to become etherealized, so that it might ever be 
sensuous and sensible to human pangs—even he, at 
the command of the pope, withdrew from the inter- 
dicted country and informed its inhabitants through 
his earthly representativ that his return hinged on 
their paying the disputed Peter’s pence. 

The English pope, with his Italian surroundings, 
not considering the Irish as Christians, authorized 
the use of the cross-bow against them, and his “ anath- 
ema sit,” working on the superstition of the peo- 
ple, enabled his late master, Henry, to conquer the 
island. He obtained what he sought, and for years 
each Irish household paid into the hands of an Eng- 
lish collector the sum of one denarius—say, one 
penny. When Henry VIII. broke from Rome this 
collection was still continued, only it was diverted 
into another channel—hine ilic lachryme. 

Now, for my second proposition. I might hav 
said very truthfully that the redeeding of Ireland 
was made by the pope on the accession of each Eng- 
lish ruler, from the time of Henry II. up to and in- 
cluding Mary, wife of Philip. For, in the papal 
benediction bestowed on a new ruler in sympathy 
with Rome, the various English kings were always 
mentioned as rulers of Ireland. But when I made 
that statement I particularly had in view the Spanish 
Invasion, known as the Armada. 

Henry VIII. had upset all the papal calculations. 
He believed himself equally infallible and started a 
popedom of his own, with himself as head performer. 
When his daughter Mary ascended the throne, Pope 
Julius IIJ.—ex-Cardinal Del Monte of Council of 
Trent fame—negotiated her marriage with Philip of 
Spain. As Spain was intensely Catholic, the reasons 
are obvious. They were married in 1554, and by 
agreement the pope waived (for the present) the 
restoration of the church property which had been 
confiscated by Henry VIII. 

On St. Andrew’s day, November 30, 1554, the 
queen, Philip, and both houses of Parliament knelt 
before Cardinal Pole, who gave the papal absolution 
to the entire nation, freeing them from all the penal- 
ties of schism, and “restored them to the communion 
of the holy church.” 

But, contrary to all expectations, Mary died with- 
out issue, and Elizabeth, a Protestant, in due course 
of time mounted the throne. Philip made advances 
to her, but couched in such language that the queen 
peremptorily declined. Imagin a lover of to-day, in 
claiming & lady's hand, telling her, through one of 
his friends, and a male friend, too, that she must not 
expect him to remain with her only till she became 
pregnant. This was the language of this favorit son 
of the church. 

Angered at the refusal, Philip prepared the Ar. 
mada. It consisted of 132 ships, fully equipped, and 
the priestly element was represented by over three 
hundred members of the Holy Inquisition. 

Before sailing from Lisbon, it was placed under 
the special protection of the Holy Virgin and St. 
Jago. A solemn pontifical high mass was celebrated, 
at which the body of the omnipotent God was offered 
up to appease the wrath of those very elements he 
had created and “carried in the hollow of his hand." 
But the storm king, unmindful of the commands of 
his lord and master, dispersed the fleet, destroying 
many. The hardy Briton captured and sunk nearly 
the balance, and the papal anathema hurled at them 
with impotent rage culminated in their little island 
becoming the commercial metropolis of the world. 


there was a rumor to that effect. 
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McGee says there was no religious significance 
attached to the fitting out of this expedition. Let us 
see. The pope's legate attended to the religious part 
of the affair, and the fact of the Inquisition taking 
such a prominent position seems somewhat signifi- 
cant. Moreover, there is no question that Pope 
Sixtus V. both recognized Philip's claims and prom- 
ised monetary aid. Adrian had deeded lreland to 
the English; he, by the same right, could deed both 
Ireland and England to Spain. ` 

There is voluminous testimony in proof that Sixtus 
V. promised to pay one million gold crowns when the 
Spaniards landed on English soil. This amount was 
never paid, and the interviews between the pope and 
the Spanish ambassador, as reported to Philip, show 
in bright colors the inconsistencies of his- peculiar 
character. Being the son of a vine-dresser, bis ideas 
never seemed to soar above his origin, and he showed 
that peculiar attachment for money which is a prom- 
inent characteristic of the Italian peasant even to 
this day. , 

“I told him," says Alvarez, in writing to Philip, 
“that your majesty bad fairly earned the million 
crowns; half a million was due immediately, and 
your majesty hoped that when he understood the 
distress of your army in Flanders he would not only 
make no difficulty in providing that sum for you, but 
would let you hav the second moiety in advance. 
He replied that he did not see why he should be ex- 
pected to go beyond his engagements. I said your 
majesty looked rather to the spirit than the letter, 
and you considered that even if he had given no 
promis at all, he was bound to come forward and 
assist your majesty, considering what you had done 
and spent in the cause of God.” “His holiness did 
not reply, but turned up the whites of his eyes, and 
looked piously to heaven.” 

I consider the above as having a “religious signifi- 
cance.” Had this, and other interviews of a like 
nature, never been held, it is hardly possible that : 
such damaging evidence would hav been so securely 
kept in the archives of Catholic Spain. 

The present position of Ireland, politically, mor- 
ally, commercially, would be too lengthy a subject to 
discuss here. It is an. open book, and can be read 
by any who so desire. The reasons given are as 
diversified as the mental status of the various rea- 
soners. We can agree, however, that the Catholic 
portions of the island are as loyal to the pope as the 
other sections are hosti. Had all, regardless of 
creed, been allowed the means of education and self- 
improvement, possibly the “Isle of Saints” would 
not now be such a strong recruiting station for the 
holy see. 

But religion, or want of it, was the prime factor in 
placing that once prosperous island in her present 
pitiable position, and the careful reader of history, 
while he deplores England's treatment of her, feels 
to condone the crime; for it was the only way in 
which her possession could be assured. 

And on what is the Irish loyalty to Rome founded? 
Merely an idea which Ignorance and her twin sister, 
Superstition, hav fastened on these people. It is 
ridiculous to say that Rome desires the Irish to be 
educated. She has always been opposed to popular 
education. She knows too well that when her chil- 
dren begin to read, they begin to think, and the va- 
rious schisms that hav torn her asunder hav proven 
to her that thought is destructiv to arbitrary creed. 

Nothwithstanding Gladstone’s heroic struggle, he 
was doomed to defeat from the start. The Vati- 
can bad not forgotten his “Controversy.” His 
“Dawn of Creation and of Worship” was issued 
as a mild sop, and met its inevitable fate. Rome 
recognizes no Christianity outside of her pale. 
To her all are pagans but the inhabitants of the 
Eternal City. Parnell will be equally unsuccessful 
unless he joins her communion. Some time ago - 
If it should prove 
true, then, being compromised to the Italian method, 
he will receive the support of every priest. 

In connection with the recent election in England, 
I noticed in the July 18th issue of the New York 
Sun, a paper notorious for its subserviency to Cathol- 
icism, the following from the pen of its London cor- 
respondent, W. H. Hurlbert. It is a quotation from 
a private letter received from Louis J. Jennings, one 
of the most advanced English friends of Home Rule: 

The priests were not heartily with us, they fearing a secu- 
lar, gratuitous. and compulsory state of education far more 
than they love Erin, your friend the cardinal to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

However, the present agitation must be productiv 
of good. J reason thus because I hav noticed that 
the son of the Irish emigrant is not so loyal to Rome 
as was his uneducated father. 

I might also make a remark about that body known 
as the Knights of Labor. When they first came to 
the front, their platform received the indorsement of 
many true humanitarians, as also the support of 
thousands, possibly millions, who hav since turned 
away in disgust. And what was the cause of this 
change? Simply, Rome. T. V. Powderly, an Irish- 
man by birth, and Catholic by profession, elected to 
his present position by Irish votes, prostituted his 
high office by submitting the rules and regulations 
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to the approval of the successor of the very man who 
was the cause of his nativ country occupying her 
present abject position. Mr. Powderly, being an 
educated man, should know that wherever Rome 
rules ruin ensues. She is Rome first, last, and all 
the time. : 

If Colonel Ingersoll could only be induced to loo 
into this Irish question, sift it thoroughly, and then 
lecture on it, I feel to say it would be productiv of 
immense good. Hundreds of thousands, ignorant of 
these facts, would be made acquainted with them, 
and one lecture from him would bring them more 
quickly to the notice of the public than if a dozen 
“high privates in the rear rank” of the Liberal 
army, like myself, were to write them up for a hun- 
dred years. 

Personally, I disclaim any antipathy to Rome, be- 
yond what should be naturally expected from a Lib- 
eral, from one who is desirous to see the great hu- 
man family advance rapidly on its grand march of 
improvement. Catholicism, per se, is no better, no 
worse, than any other form of Christianity, and so 
long as a certain portion of humanity are so consti- 
tuted that they must be shaken over hell at stated 
periods, in an attempt, vain at times, to make them 
bearable as citizens, so long can she be tolerated. 

I do not suppose this article will hav any weight 
with those who are wedded to their Italian masters. 
They will bow to the decisions of Rome. She owns 
them, and therefore can commit no wrong, or, as Pope 
Gregory IX. more graphically puts it: “Of nothing 
the pope may make something. He may render 
valid a sentence which is null, because in the things 
that he desires his will takes the place of reason. He 
can dispense with right; he can make injustice to 
become justice.” : 

Butthere are thousands of noble Irishmen through 
out our land, men who dare to read, to think, to act 
for themselvs. To each one I say, These are facts, 
historical facts; indisputably historical. Investigate 
them for yourself, and on being satisfied of their 
truth, remember the lines of the poet : 

Of all sad words of tongue or pen, 
The saddest are these, “It might hav been.” 

And ask yourself the question, What might hav 
been the position of my nativ land among civilized 
nations had it not been for papal interference? 

McAxruvr. 


———— 99 9— — — —— 


It Is a Question of Free Speech. 


To rae Eprror or Toe Trurs Seexer, Sir: After 
the ee sl which you received in articles published 
in Tux Trurs Srexer, it seems like a work of superer- 
ogation to say more in that line, but noticing how 
difficult it is to beat the simplest ideas into heads 
enveloped with rank prejudice, I desire to say a few 
words. It seems incredible that intelligent men, 
after having a matter explained to them as clearly as 
language can explain it, will continue to argue from 
their own standpoint of egotistic prejudice, instead of 
from the standpoint of facts. To say that we hav 
free speech, but everyone is held responsible for the 
abuse of his freedom, is simply to state in another 
way that speech is not free. Who is to decide when 
speech has transcended its proper limits? The ma- 
jority? Hav not the majority been shown to be 
wrong in innumerable instances? It ought to be 
clear as the noonday sun that if a man has a right to 
advocate a change of government, he has an equal 
right to advocate the abolition of government. To 
deny this is to deny that any man has a right to 
express any opinion whatever. 

After all that has been printed in Tax Trura 
Srxxer on this subject of Anarchy, it would be quite 

«as logical and quite as just to accuse you of a “ lean- 
ing” toward Christianity because you do not demand 
tbat police shall be stationed at the church doors to 
prevent the clergymen from entering on Sundays, as 
to accuse you of a leaning toward Kary because 
you advocate freedom of speech on social and polit- 
ical subjects. After reading all the arguments of 
Anarchists, I cannot see any prospect of a time when 
Anarchism will become practicable as an actual sys- 
tem of civilization, but my respect for Tue TrRurs 
Ssexer will begin to wane the moment it ceases to 
advocate absolutely free speech on all subjects of 
human interest. 

Tt is clear that C. L. Carter, M.D., has a long way 
to travel before he will be a free thinker. He says, 
“Those people are mistaken as to what is a free gov- 
ernment.” Well, is it justice to hang a man for 
being mistaken ? 

My private opinion publicly expressed is that if 
every mother's son of those policemen at the Hay- 
market had been blown to the Catholic hell in which 
he so implicitly believes, it would hav served him 
perfectly right. Of course I shall be accused of sym- 
pathizing with Anarchy. Not so. I say this because 
from all the evidence it is clear that the police will 
fully precipitated the conflict on that tragic night. 
Mr. J. Tomkins says they were “nobly doing their 
duty. They were doing nothing of the kind. If 
they had been “nobly doing their duty" none of 
them would hav been injured, so far as it is possible 
to foresee, Mr. Tomkins kindly informs you that 


“there are plenty of people who are ready to make 
Liberalism and Anarchism synonymous terms.” So 
the editor of the foremost Freethought journal in 
America must ascertain what “plenty of people” are 
“ready to make,” and trim his sails accordingly. 


people” are ready todo. Though people as “ plenty” 
as sands on the sea-shore should try to make a lie the 
truth, they could not succeed. I want our weak- 
kneed, soi-disant Liberals to understand that the 
verdict against the Anarchists was not simply a ver- 
dict against Anarchy nor against murder, but against 
Freethought. 
at the thought that they hav given Infidelity a blow 
as that they hav silenced a few Anarchists. 
our weak-kneed friends to understand that when they 
join in the Christian clamor against free speech, they 
are digging away the foundation from under their 
own castle. 


editorial chair, the grandest, richest lanrels you hav 
ever won hav been won during this very summer in 
connection with these Anarchist cases. 


to every unprejudiced observer that you hav advo- 
cated only simple and exact justice, and you will 
hereafter be honored for possessing the courage to 
stand by your convictions in the face of adverse 
criticism. 
free speech and free press,” and if THE TRUTH SEEKER 


motto, it will go down like a majestic ship, with its 
colors flying. N. 


Prosecutions and executions like this were common 

in every Christian country, and all of them were 
based upon the belief that an intellectual conviction 
is a crime. 

No wonder the church hated and traduced the 
author of “The Age of Reason.” 

Some one not connected with the church had ‘to at- 
tack the monster that was eating out the heart of the 
world. Some one had to sacrifice himself for the 
good of all. The people were in the most abject 
Slavery; their manhood had been taken from them 
by pomp, by. pageantry, and power. Progress is 
born of doubt and inquiry. The church never doubts 
—never inquires. To doubt is heresy; to inquire is 
to admit that you' do not know—the church does 
neither. : 

More than a century ago Catholicism, wrapped in 
robes red with the innocent blood of millions, hold- 
ing in her frantic clutch crowns and scepters, honors 
and gold, the keys of heaven and hell—trampling be- 
neath her feet the liberties of nations—in the proud 
moment of almost universal dominion, felt within her 
heartless breast the deadly dagger of Voltaire. From 
that blow the church never can recover. Livid with 
hatred, she launched her eternal anathema at the 
great destroyer, and ignorant Protestants hav echoed 
the curse of Rome. 

In our country the church was all-powerful, and, 
though divided into many sects, would instantly 
unite to repel 2 common foe. 

Paine struck the first grand blow. 

“The Age of Reason” did more to undermine the 
power of the Protestant church than all other books 
then known. It furnished an immense amount of 
food for thought. It was written for the average 
mind, and is a straightforward, honest investigation 
of the Bible and of the Christian system. 

Paine did not falter from the first page to the last. 
He givs you his candid thought, and candid thoughts 
are always valuable. R. G. Inerrsorz. 
———— 94-9 —————— 


The Result of Meddling with the Unknowable. 


When Mr. Lilly, like another Solomon Eagle, goes about 
proclaiming, ** Woe to this wicked city," and denouncing 
physical science as the evil genius of modern days—mother 
of Materialism &nd Fatalism, and all sorts of other condemn- 
able isms—I venture to beg him to lay the blame on the 
right shoulders; orat least to put in the dock along with 
Science those sinful sisters of hers, Philosopliy and Theol- 
ogy, who, being so much older, should hav known better 
than the poor Cinderella of the schools and universities over 
which they hav so long dominated. No doubt modern soci- 
ety is diseased enough; but then it does not differ from 
older civilizations in that respect. Societies of men are fer- 
menting masses, and as beer has what the Germans call 
oberhefe and unterhefe, so every society that has ex- 
isted has had its scum at the top and its dregs at the bottom, 
and I doubtif any of the “ages of faith" had less scum or 
less dregs, or even showed 8 proportionally greater quantity 
of sound, wholesome stuff in the vat. 

I think it would puzzle Mr. Lilly, or. anyone else, to ad- 
duce convincing evidence that at any period of the world’s 
history there was a more widespread sense of social duty, 
‘or a greater sense of justice, or of the obligation of mutual 
help, than in this England of ours. Ab! but, says Mr. 
Lilly, these are all products of our Christian inheritance ; when 
Christian dogmas vanish, virtue will disappear, too, and the 
ancestral ape and tiger will hav full play. But there are a 
good many people who think it obvious that Christianity 
also inherited a good deal from paganism and from Judaism, 
and that if the Stoics and the Jews revoked their bequest the 
moral property of Christianity would realize very little. 
And if morality has survived the stripping off of several sets 
of clothes which hav been found to fit badly, why should 
it not be able to get on very well in the light and handy gar- 
ments which science is ready to provide? But this by the 
way. If the diseases of society consist in the weakness of 
its faith in the existence of the God of the theologians; in a 
future state, and in uncaused Volitions, the indication, as the 
doctors say, is to suppress theology and philosophy, whose 
bickerings about things of which they know nothing hav 
been the prime cause and continual sustenance of that evil 
skepticism which is the nemesis of meddling with the un- 
knowable.—Hualey, in the Fortnightly Review. 

e 


Pope Powderly. 
From the New York Sun. 

Mr. Powderly issues orders likc an unquestionable auto- 
crat. He commands the Knights of Labor not to giv dny 
money to the condemned Anarchists, and this he docs, ap- 
parently, not as a matter of argument and opinion, but as an 
absolute decree. For our part, we hav no anxiety about the 
Anarchists, and are just as willing that they should be hanged 
with their pockets empty as with their pockets full; but it 
seems & queer thing in this country for a gentleman with 
spectacles to set up 888 positiv lord over the minds and 
thoughts of thousands of intelligent and self-supporting men, 
and to tell them whether they may or may not bestow a little 
alms upon a few poor wretches who are trembling on the 
brink of the grave. 

Upon what meat doth this our Cesar feed, 


That he is grown 80 great? 
—9—4—9——— ———— 


Szxp to Tue Taura Szexzr office for a catalog of 
the books we hav for sale. The catalog is free. 
r 


Don't worry, Mr. Tomkins, about what “ plewty of 


Christians are chuckling fully as much 


I want 


They will see it by-and-by. 
Mr. Editor, in all the years you hav occupied the 


Instead of favoring treason and disunion, it is clear 


Nail to the mast the motto “Absolutely 
must go down in consequence of sustaining that 


G. W. 
"The Past and Present. 


From the Investigator. $ 

The Christianity of Paine’s day is not the Chris- 
tianity of our time. There has been a great improve- 
ment since then. One hundred and fifty years ago 
the foremost preachers of our time would hav per- 
ished at the stake. A Universalist would hav been 
torn to pieces in England, Scotland, and America ; | 
Unitarians would hav found themselvs in the stocks, 
pelted by the rabble with dead cats; after which 
their ears would hav been cut off, their tongues 
bored, and their foreheads branded. Less than one 
hundred and fifty years ago the following law was in 
force in Maryland: ; 

Be it enacted by the Right Honorable, the Lord Propri- 
etor, by and with the advice and consent of his Lordship's 
Governor, and the Upper and Lower Houses of the Assem- 
bly, and the authority of the same: - 

"That if any person should hereafter, within this province, 
wittingly, maliciously, and advisedly, by writing or speak- 
ing, blaspheme or curse God, or deny our Savior Jesus 
Christ to be the Son of God, or shall deny the Holy Trinity, 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, or the Godhead of any of 
the three persons, or the unity of the Godhead, or shall utter 
any profane words concerning the Holy Trinity, or any of 
the persons thereof, and shall thereof be convict by verdict, 
shall, for the first offense, be bored through the tongue, and 
be fined twenty pounds, to be levied off his body. And for 
the second offense the offender shall be stigmatized by burn- 
ing in the forehead the letter ** B," and fined forty pounds. 
And that, for.the third offense, the offender shall suffer 
death without the benefit of clergy. 

The strange thing about the law is that it has 
never been repealed, and is still in force in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. Laws like these were in force in 
most of the colonies, and in all countries where the 
church had power. 

In the day of Thomas Paine, the church was 
ignorant, bloody, and relentless. In Scotland the kirk 
was at the summit of its power. It was a full sister of 
the Spanish Inquisition. It waged war upon human 
nature. It was the enemy of happiness, the hater of 
joy, and the despiser of religious liberty. It taught 
parents to murder their children, rather than to 
allow them tevpropagate error. If the mother held 
opinions of which the infamous kirk disapproved, her 
children were taken from her arms, her babe from 
her very bosom, and she was not allowed to see them, 
or to write to them a word. 

It would not allow shipwrecked sailors to be 
rescued on Sunday. It sought to annihilate pleas- 
ure, to pollute.the heart by filling it with religious 
eruelty and gloom, and to change mankind into a 
vast horde of pious, heartless fiends. One of the 
most famous Scotch divines said, “The kirk holds 
that religious toleration is not far from blasphemy.” 
And this same Scotch kirk denounced beyond meas- 
ure the man who had the moral grandeur to say, | 
“The world is my country, and to do good my re- 
ligion.” And this same kirk abhorred the man who 
said, “Any system of religion that shocks the mind 
of a child cannot be a true system.” 

At that time nothing so delighted the church as 
the beauties of endless torment, and listening to the 
weak wailings of infants struggling in the slimy coils 
and poisonous folds of the worm that never dies. 

About the beginning of the nineteenth. century a 
boy by the name of Thomas Aikenhead was indicted 
and tried at Edinburgh. for having denied the inspira- 
tion of the scriptures, and for having, on several oc- 
casions, when cold, wished himself in hell so that he 
might get watm. Notwithstanding the poor boy re- 
canted and begged for mercy, he was found guilty 
and hanged. His body was thrown in & hole at the 
foot of the scaffold and covered with stones. 
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SPECIAL NOTICE. 

Terr are about a thousand of our subscribers in 
arrears, their indebtedness aggregating some two or 
three thousand dollars. To each one of these 
debtors, of course, the amount is small, but to us the 
amount is very large, and sadly hinders our work. 
We need this money—need it now—and we respect- 
fully ask that it be remitted. 

It costs a great deal of money to publish a large 
journal, and we hav no extensiv advertising patronage 
to help us out. We depend entirely upon the sub- 
scription list and book sales to obtain cash to pay 
bills, and when so large a sum as two and three 
thousand dollars is kept from us, the financial shoe 
grows painfully tight. 

Every subscriber can see upon his tab just to what 
date his subscription is paid. ^ Those whose time has 


expired, are requested to remit at once. 
— M 


The Pilgrims and American Independence. 


The Boston Congregational Club held a celebration 
on the 21st ult., in honor of Forefathers Day, the 
oceasion being the 266th anniversary of the landing 
of the ilgrims Pat Plymouth, Mass. December 23d 
is generally regarded as the day when the landing 
was made; but this is immaterial. The solemn fact 
that these old Puritans landed is one which cannot 
be gotten over. 

` At the gathering above mentioned, Mr. James G. 
Blaine, of Maine, made an address, and, rather 
strangely, he said nothing about the tariff. At the 
same time everybody must regret that there was not 
in 1620 a duty on Puritanism sufficiently high to hav 
kept it out of the country. Among other things, 
Mr. Blaine said: 


** In a notable paper from Lord Bacon he defines the rank 
in which men connected with states should be held in his- 
tory, and in his favorit Latin he gave the founders of the 
states. One of the most eminent New England ministers not 
_ many years since, in quoting that paper from Lord Bacon, 
gave, I think with great justice, to the Puritans and Pilgrims 
of New England the classic title of Conditores Rei Publica— 
the actual founders of the republic—and I hav often thought 
since I hav made personal acquaintance of the Puritans and 
Pilgrims, or their descendants, not sharing their blood my- 
self, that, if the civil influence can be separated from the re- 
ligious, the Puritans and Pilgrims hav made a far deeper 
impression upon civil and patriotic America than even on 
religious America. They had divisions and sects. They 
had their share of differences. They were troubled with 
damnable heresies. They quarreled with neighbors, and had 
exactly that kind of trouble that belongs to the aggressiv the- 
ologian ; but when their descendants put into the cause of 
liberty the real teaching of their religion, they then had for 
forces the Baptists of Rhode Island, Dutch Reformers of New 
York, Presbyterians of New Jersey, Quakers of Pennsylvania, 
Catholics of Maryland, Royal Episcopalians of Virginia, 
Huguenots of Carolina, and Methodists of Georgia, and they 
could not hav made that union upon a single tenet of creed, 
with the exception of their belief in God; so that when Dr. 
Bushnell spoke of the Puritans as the Conditores Rei Publica, 
he spoke the verdict of history; for, according to Jefferson 
—coming from s region that did not hav an over degree of 


ro: 


| admiration for New England men—but for the Adamses, and 
he specially named Jobn Adams, they could not hav con- 
ducted the Revolntionary war, and could not hav made the 
Declaration of Independence." 


It is always difficult to tell what would hav hap- 
pened if something else had not happened, and no 
one can ever know whether or not we.could hav had 
the Declaration of Independence without the Puri- 
tans. But one thing is tolerably certain, which is, 
that the Declaration of Independence never would 
hav been written or realized but for those who were 
not Puritans. Of the four foremost men in the Revo- 
lutionary days, not one was a Puritan or of Puritan 
ancestry. l 

Washington was a Virginian, and his ancestors 
never saw New England, and probably never wanted 
io see it. If Washington had any religion, it was 
very far from being Puritanism. 

Thomas Jefferson was another Virginian, whose 
ancestors came to Virginia before Plymouth rock had 
been pressed by the feet of the Pilgrim Fathers. 
He was an Infidel, and held Puritanism in contempt. 

Thomas Paine was an Englishman, and if anything 
could be greater than his love for liberty, it was his 
abhorrence of religious bigotry. 

Benjamin Franklin was as far as possible from 
being a Puritan. He cannot be mentioned in an 
article on Puritanism without changing the subject. 

John Adams was perhaps of Puritan stock, but not 

of Puritan sympathies. 
. It will be seen, therefore, that Mr. Blaine's state- 
ment that the Puritans and Pilgrims were the real 
founders of this country is not only untrue, but does 
great injustice to the actual fathers of our republic. 
The Puritans did as well as could be expected consider- 
ing the religious views they held, but the fact remains 
that while they were quarreling among themselvs, 
exiling Quakers and hanging witches, others uncurséd 
by their execrable creeds were laying the foundations 
of political and religious liberty. 


——— 9.9 9—————— 
Professor Denslow was Misunderstood. 
The following note comes from Baltimore, Md. : 


“ Mz. Evrror: I hav read Professor Denslow’s answer to 
the prepositions of the lectnrer in the Manhattan Liberal 
Club. Ido not now wish to discuss or criticise Mr. George's 
or Mr. Clark’s axioms of political economy, but it strikes my 
mind that Professor Denslow, who would consider the lect- 
ure of the day as, at least, an intellectual amusement, did not 
even reach in his answer ‘a good way above the minstrels.’ 
Every law scholar will agree with me that the state is more 
than an aggregation of individuals, and can, therefore, hav 
rights which no individual can possess. Hence the state, 
the nation, can hav claims to the land, though man did not 
make it. Where is the logical absurdity in asserting that the 
state keeps the land (and landed interests of the nation) in 
trust for the people, though man as an individual cannot own 
it? GEORGE DyRENFoRTH.” 


Professor Denslow may hav been misreported. 
In condensing a fifteen minutes’ address into a few 
lines it is not always easy to preserve the full mean- 
ing of the speaker. Our correspondent’s criticism 
has been submitted to Mr. Denslow with the follow- 
ing result : 

“ New York, Dec. 21, 1880. 

“Mr. Epitor: Before Mr. Dyrenforth answers my point, 
he must first see it. At the date of his attempted answer he 
had not yet seen it. He supposed it to be that the state 
could hav no rights that an individual does not hav. Thatis 
not my point by any means. On the contrary, I assert that 
the rights of a state consist mainly of those which individuals 
do not hay. My point is that if labor is the only rightful 
source of title to land, as George asserts, then land is not a 
thing to which title can be asserted, except that title is based 
on labor. It is not a question as to the rights of a state, but 
as to. the ownability of land. George's dogma is, * Land is 
not ownable by man, cn moral gronnds, because it was not 
created by man.’ George says ‘it was created by God.’ I 
say it was never created at all as substance. Neither does 
man create the substance of a chair ortable. All he can do 
is to appropriate its substance to himself, and then modify 
from something that is useless into something that is useful. 
This he does also with land. The valne of land is due to the 
demand of society, and not mainly to any labor done upon it 
by its owner. But so are all values, whether of goods or of 
labor itself, due to the social demand for them, not to the ex- 
penditure of force or effort in producing them. Hence land 
and labor and all commodities derive both their title and 
their value from like sources. Title originates in appropria- 
tion, and value originates in demand. One economic princi- 
ple governs them all—they are paid for as they are desired or 
wanted. In this sense want is mother of wealth, and pov- 
erty goes with progress. 

“Mr. George comes down with a hard and fast pseudo- 
theological assumption that man cannot own land because 
nothing is ownable except by the man whose labor makes it. 

** This principle, if true at all, is true ag to all attempted 
owners who did not make the land, whether they be men, 
beasts, angels, corporations, devils, states, empires, o? what 
not. The land either is or is not morally ownable by a per- 


son that did not make it. George has a choice between the 
two persons, viz., the state and the individual, and says it 
must be the state. So far as he should say it must be the 
state from expediency, because ownership by the state 
causes a more activ production, or a more widespread dis- 
tribution, or & more equal consumption of wealth, I would 
be prepared to meet him on economic grounds, for this 
would be àn economic question. 

“ But when he leaves economics and plumps at us the 
pseudo-theological assertion that man cannot own land be- 
cause he does not make it; that God alone makes land, and 
that no man can hav the moral right to own what he does 
not create, then it becomes a valid answer to say that on this 
moral ground the state can hav no better right than the indi- 
vidual, since, relativly to God, the state is merely man, like 
the individual, and, not having made the land, cannot own 
it. The land must be left unowned, under George's ethics, 
to the God who made it. V. B. Densiow.” 

It is well to encourage the discussion, in an intelli- 
gent and understanding manner, of the social theories 
of Mr. Henry George; not because they are in them- 
selvs of any more importance than many other men's 
theories, but because they are at present occupying 
more than any others the attention of the publie at 
large. The practical working-out of these theories 
means the abolition of taxes upon everything but 
land-values; and Mr. George would hav it distinetly 
understood that there is a difference between a tax 
upon land-values and a tax upon land itself, though 
that difference is not conspicuous to a casual observer. 
Further, these theories mean free trade, and, accord- 
ing to Mr. James Redpath, the abolition of patents, 
of collection of debts by law, and of copyrights on 
books. It may be noted, though, that the publica- 
tions of Mr. George bear upon the back of the title- 
page the customary “Entered according to act of 
Congress,” etc., and he is at present receiving a hand- 
some “increment” which he would not hav enjoyed 
but for the fact that the interest which society feels 
in these works has created a demand for them. 
When this “increment” arises from land that society 
has rendered valuable, Mr. George defines it as “ un- 
earned." The distinction is a fine one. It is true 
that the books are the product of Mr. George's 
genius, but it often requires as much genius to buy 
land judiciously as to write a book, and the value of 
either depends, as Professor Denslow says, on the 
demand of society. 

Mr. George's theories, like any others, should be 
closely scrutinized before they are adopted. There 


may be flaws in them. 
Oto ——— 


The First Churches. 


“Mr. Epiror: Will you hav the kindness to answer 
through the columns of Taz TRUTH SEEKER the following 
questions, viz.: 1. When and where was the first Roman 
Catholic church founded? 2. When and where was the first 
Protestant church founded? .8. Was there a Christian 
church founded before the Roman Catholic church? 

“C. H. Bzrrs." 

1. The Roman Catholic church, as its. name de- 
notes, was founded at Rome in Italy. Its history is 
generally traced back to about the year 100. In the 
fourth century Roman Catholicism was embraced by 
Constantine, the first Christian emperor, and the 
sword was brought to the aid of the cross. Cathol- 
icism flourished best under the worst emperors. 

2. As far as we can ascertain, the first Protestant 
church was founded in the lower states of Germany, 
by Martin Luther and his followers, about 1524-1529.” 
The Lutheran church is the oldest of the Protestant 
sects. 

3. History says that when Peter and Paul came to 
Rome in the year 60 they found a Christian church 
established there. It is supposed to hav been 
founded by those who had heard of the alleged mir- 
acles of Christ. The scene described in Acts ii, 1-10, 
is sometimes said to hav marked the birth of the 
Christian church. The apostles, says the account, 
were all with one accord in one place. . There were 
the regulation “rushing sounds,” “cloven tongues of 
fire,” and other manifestations of that character. 
The apostles were thereupon filled with the holy 
spirit, passed under control, as our Spiritualist friends 
hav it, and used language which surprised the by- 
standers. They were accused of being “full” of new 
wine. True, Peter lifted up his voice in protest and 
said, “For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, see- 
ing it is but the third hour of the day,” that is, 9 
o'clock. But if Peter had fully understood the te- 
nacity of intoxication from the beverage specified he 
would hav realized the weakness of his defense. It 
is a well-known fact in the science of over-stimulation 
that 9 o'clock a.m. is an early hour for the effect of a 
new-wine drunk on the preceding night to pass en- 
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tirely away. The scoffers were doubtless aware of 
this, hence their mention of new wine in connection 
with the remark that the apostles were “full.” Re- 
ligioug people will thank us for thus digressing to 
point out a fresh illustration of the divine observa- 
tion that the children of darkness are wiser in their 
day and generation than the children of light. 

As a matter of fact, the time when Christianity 
emerged from paganism, in which it had its source, is 
a very indistinct point in history, even admitting that 

Such a point exists. The Christianity of to-day is 
the outgrowth and descendant of the first supersti- 
tious notion that found an abiding-place in the brain 
of ignorant and barbaric man. The church of to-day 
is “rebaptized paganism,” and its prototype is buried 
beyond discovery in the dust and ashes of ten thou- 
sand years. : 

——— 9 ————  — 

Shining Lights. 

The attention of the religious world is distracted 
nowadays from strictly theological subjects, and 
centered more particularly upon distinguished ex- 
ponents of Christianity. For instance, considerable 
interest is feltin the Rev. Mr. Goodell, of Providence, 
R. I. This gentleman's ministerial conduct toward 
Deacon Foster's wife has got him into a divorce suit, 
and Deacon Foster’s diaconal relations with Mrs, 
Goodell hav complicated the matter very much. 
Which of the four is the guiltiest depends upon the 
opportunities each has enjoyed for being wicked. 

` In Philadelphia the Rev. Mr. Messaros is before 
the Court of Quarter Sessions charged with attempted 
criminal assault upon a lady of his congregation. The 
conduct of which he is now said to be guilty cannot 
be mentioned here, and his previous record is bad. 

Over in Brooklyn the case of Father Sherman and 
his victims comes up occasionally, and Pastor Staun- 
ton still holds the publie eye; while the Rev. Mr. 
Downs, of Boston, is as irrepressible as ever. . There 
is no doubt that when these religious lights hav sunk 
below the horizon of forgetfulness, others equally 
brilliant will successivly appear. 

Right here we would say that Bishop Missionary 
Taylor is trying to raise twenty thousand dollars for 
a steamboat to carry Christian morality into the 
interior of Africa. If Christian morality may be 
judged by its effects on some minisiers, it would, 
perhaps, be worth twenty thousand dollars to this 
country to hav it carried up the Congo as far as that 
river is navigable—and left there. 

OHO A 


Locksley Hall Sixty Years After. 


Alfred, Lord Tennyson, has written a new poem, entitled 

“ Locksley Hall Sixty Years After," and the New York Inde- 
pendent has taken the trouble to hav it cabled to this coun- 
try. The poem isalong one, containing some three hundred 
lines of eight trochees each. In the first part of the poem 
the author devotes himself to a melancholy retrospect. He 
sees that the enthusiasm of his youth was mistaken. Now 
he would hav the world stand still. We quote: 

* Forward rang the voices then; and of the many mine was one ; ; 
Let us hush this cry of Forward till ten thousand years hav gone.’ 
. Bat if the world must stand still, why this attention to evo- 
lution? i 

“Tg thers evil but on earth? or pain in every peopled sphere? 
Well, be grateful for the sounding watchword, Evolution, here. 
Evolution ever climbing after some ideal good, 

And Reversion, ever dragging Evolution in the mud.” 

* If we are not to shout forward any more for ten thou- 
sand years, evolution will get tired of waiting for the proces- 
sion. . 

These two lines may be regarded as a shot at the Roman 
Catholic church : 
* From the golden alms of blessing man had coined himself a curse; 
Rome of Cæsar, Rome of Peter—which was crueler, which was 
worse?" $ ` 
It is not easy to understand what the folowing couplet re- 
fers to. What was the light which France showed, and who 
- is the Irishman that put it out? Let no guilty man escape. 


“ France had shown a light to all men, preached a gospel all men’s 
good; , 

Celtic Demos rose a demon; shrieked and stayed the light with 
blood.” 

It is when the poet touches the evils of the times that he 
writes the wildest. The notion of human equality is scouted : 
“ Ay, if dynamite and revolver leave you courage to be wise, 

When was age 80 crammed with menace, madness written, spoken 
lies? 

Envy wears the mask of love ; and, laughing sober fact to scorn, 

Cries to weakest as to strongest, * Ye are equals, equal born ! 

Equal born? O yes, if yonder hill be level with the flat, 

Charm us, orator, till the lion look no larger than the cat; 

Till the cat, through that mirage of overheated language, loom 

Larger than the lion, Demos end in working its own Goom. 

Russia bursts our Indian barrier. 


yield ? 
Pause before you scund the trumpet? Hear the voices from the 


field ? , 
Those three hundred millions under one imperial scepter now, 
Shall we hold them? Shall we loose them? Take the suffrage of 
the plow?” : 


Shall we fight her? Shall we 


Well, why not take the “ suffrage of the plow” as well as 
the suffrage of the pen or sword? Also as the three hun- 
dred millions of British subjects are directly interested 
in the proposed war with Russia, in which they will be 
called upon to take an activ part, their feelirgs certainly 
should be c naulted. — — ; 

There is too much talk going on to suit Brother Tennyson. 
The tonguesters may overthrow the English government : 

“ Chaos, cosmos! Cosmos, chaos! Once again the sickening game, 
Freedom free to slay herself, and dying while they shout her name! 


Step by step we gained a freedom known to Europe, known to all; 
Step by step we rose to greatness; through the tonguesters we may 


fall." 
Following is his ironical exhortation to the republicans : 


“Tumble poker heels o’er head, and, yelling with the yelling 
street, 


Set the feet above the brain, and swear the brain is in the feet, 


‘Bring the old dark ages back without the faith, without the hope, 
Break the State, the Church, the Throne, and roll their ruins down 
the slope. . 


Author, Atheist, essayist, novelist, realist, rhymester, play your 
part; ; 

Paint the mortal shame of nature with the living hues of art; 

Rip your brother's vices open, strip your own foul passions bare : 
Down with reticence, down with reverence, *forward, naked let 

` them stare. 

Feed the budding rose of boyhood with the drainage of your sewer: 
Send the drain into the fountain lest the stream should issue pure; 


Set the maiden fancies wallowing in the troughs of Zolaism; 
Forward, forward—ay, and backward, downward, too, into the 
abysm; 4 


Do your best to charm the worst, to lower the rising race of men; 
Hav we risen from out the beast? then back into the beast again.', 
We should say that something needs turning ‘‘heels o'er- 
head," when, as a result of the present state of affairs, such 
things exist as the rhymester describes a little further on : 


“Ts it well that while we range with Science, glorying the time, 
City children soak and blacken soul and sense in city slime ? 


There among the glooming alleys Progress halts on palsied feet, 
Crimeand Hunger castour maidens by the thousand on the street. 
, 


There the master scrimps his haggard sempstress of her daily 
: bread. f 
. There a single sordid attic holds the living and the dead. 


There the smouldering fire of fever creeps across the rotted floor: 
And the crowded couch of incest in the warrens of the poor!” - 

The next two striking lines are rather difficult to scan, 
They are poor poetry. No wonder old Poetry passes hence 
atthe sight of them: ` ; 

“EDO: old Heraldry, poor old History, poor old Poetry passing 
ence 

Ín the common deluge drowning old political common sense!” 

It will be remembered that in his first poem on the subject 
plain Mr. Tennyson denounces the lord of Locksley Hall as 
in every way an undesirable person. Now he says of him; 
** Worthier soul was he than I am, sound and honest rustic aquire, 

Kindly landlord, boon companion. Youthful jealousy is a liar!” 

The whole tenor of the poem is in favor of that reversion 
which, as the poet expresses it, ‘drags evolution in the 
mud." Jt is & plea for the established church, for the 
aristocracy, and for all the conservatisms which block the 
way of progress. In his first ‘‘ Locksley Hall” the poet 
said: : 

« Yet I doubt not through the ages one increasing purpose runs, 

And the thoughts of men are widened with the process of the 

suns." 

The process of the suns for sixty years does not seem to 
hav had a widening effect upon the thoughts of Mr. Tenny- 
son. The life of an author cannot be called a success when 
it is a contradiction of his own best and bravest words. 

to 


Editorial Notes. 


Tne Winsted Press has given its readers J. E. Remsburg’s 
lecture on the Sunday question delivered in that town re- 
cently. 


Tux article by Colonel Ingersoll on another page we hav 
credited to the Investigator. It reads very much like an ex- 
tract from a speech which Mr. Ingersoll delivered some fif- 
teen years ago fgr the benefit of the Paine Monument Fund. 


As a sample of the intelligence the average editor brings to 
the consideration of the cases of the Chicago Anarchists the 
following may be taken from the San Antonio Light, Texas: 

** No mere sentimentalism should be permitted to stand for one 
moment between the men who threw those bombs in the Haymar- 
ket Square and the gallows. The time has fully come for all such 
methods of obtaining redress of grievances, real or imaginary. to 
be punished as redhanded murder of the most inexcusable and 
unjustifiable kind. The bomb-throwers are in the same catalog of 
criminals with passenger-train wreckers who to spite an official will 
endanger the lives of a whole train-load of innocent men, women, 
and children.” 


If this sapient scribe will kindly catch the man who threw 
the bombs, no doubt the condemned men will help him deal 
with them as specified. But the men he desires to hang are 
not, according to the judge who sentenced them, the culprits. 
There is where the whole trouble is, and that is just what 
the enlightened public protests against—hanging men ac- 
knowledged to be innocent. : 


Tax editor of the Christian Advocate is not satisfied with 
the result of his labors in the cause of merality. Not long 
ago he printed a very proper editorial article pointing out 
the deleterious nature of a letter in the World detailing the 
proceedings of the Lord and Lady Colin Campbell divorce 
trial. He has now discovered that ‘‘though the strongest 
terms were used in characterizing the evil, three ladies 
of respectable position called at the house of a neighbor to 
borrow his copy of the paper referred to, that they might 
read the letter denounced.” The editor adds, ‘‘Nor is this 
the only instance of which we hav heard." From which Dr. 


Buckley draws the inference that it is a prurient curiosity 
rife in the public mind which calls for the vile stuff in ques- 
tion, and that the newspapers are merely filling & long-felt 
want. At the same time, it is deplorable that the official 
organ of the Methodists should hav offended against the law 
which makes the direct or indirect advertising of immoral 
literature a misdemernor punishable by fine and imprison- 
ment. 


A arrar deal of interest is taken by the Chicago Knights of © 
Labor in the case of the Rev. Dr. McGlynn, of New York. 
They are anxious, it is said, for a speedy decision in the mat- 
ter, so that the order will know what to expect from the 
Catholic church. In an article in the organ of the Knights, 
in which the labor and Irish landlord questions are discussed 
in connection with Dr. McGlynn, is the following paragraph : 


“When the church strikes at the means of life, and makes it an- 
article of faith that the tens of thousands of Irishmen must toil and 
starve that a hundred English landlords may livin idle luxury, it 
simply drives the great masses of the people out of its fold. Life is 
a struggle for existence, and when tlie church proposes to use the 
religious sentiment and theological superstition of men to make 
the struggle hard for the thousands, while relieving the one from 
any struggle, then is rung the death knell of any church, . . . 
Henry George'stheories can wellstand the anathema of the church, 
but the church cannot afford to anathematize them.” 


The Chicago Knights are evidently made of sterner stuff 
than their Eastern brethren, their general master workman, 
or even the leader of the political movement in New York. 
A declaration of independence of the church would not be a 
bad thing for the Knights of Labor to draft and sign. 

———— 9 4 9—— —————— 


Lectures and Meetings. 

J. E. Remspure lectured in Paris, Ill., December 21st. 
Paris was once the home of D. M. Bennett, and it was here 
that TuE TRUTA BgEKEX was first published. Mr. Remsburg 
met many of Mr. Bennett’s old neighbors, all of whom re- 
membered him as one of the most honorable and gencrous of 
men. 


Mrs. H.: S. Lare is speaking at Haverhill, Mass., this 
month. The first Sunday of January she speaks at the Bos- 
ton Spiritual Temple; the last two Sundays of January at 
Worcester, Mass.;. the first two Sundays of February at Berk- 
ley Hall, Boston. She may be addressed for further engage- 
ments in care of the Banner of Light, Boston, Mass. 


W. F. JawrEsoN is having good success in Denver, Col., 
where he is engaged for Sunday evenings for six months. 
He says that he will, however, giv way for any of his brother 
lecturers traveling through the West, so that they can hav an 
opportunity to address the Denver people. Notice, several 
weeks in advance, should be given, so that Mr. Jamieson 
can respond to the many calls for Jectures which he is re- 
ceiving. He has calls at Abileue, Industry, and Enterprise, 
Kansas; Osceola, Wilber, and other towns in Nebraska. 
These calls he cannot get time to fill until spring. Ie will 
giv four lectures jn Canon City, Col., December 21st, 22d, 
28d, 24th; in Black Hawk, two lectures; three in Central 
City; Loveland, some time in January. He has concluded 
to make Colorado his future home. He considers it superior 
to Minnesota as a state—far ahead of it in climate, and more 
Liberal people than he ever met in any one state. 

_—_ OHO 


Literary Notes. 


In the Forum for January the Rev. J. M. Buckley has an 
article on ** The Morality of Ministers." A treatis on this 
subject is always timely. 


ATTENTION is call to the attractiv advertisments of Colonel 
Ingersoll’s “ Lay Sermon," and Aunt Elmina's ‘ Little Les- 
sons for Little Folks." The address, 28 Lafayette Place, is 
appended because after January, 1887, that will be the home, 
of Tur Trot BrxkzR for the next ten years. 


Henry W. Avstin will publish in the January issue of the 
Southern Bivouac an article entitled, ** My Pilgrim Fathers.” 
The tenor of the article is widely different from that usually 
employed in describing these distinguished gentlemen, as the 
following extract will show: ‘Some people, the other day, 
found fault with Mr. Froude for bleaching Henry VIIL, but 
who has protested against the whitewashing of the Pilgrim 
Fathers which has been going on systematically for two hun- 
dred years? Occasionally, "tis true, at the Plymouth me- 
morial banquets, some gentle speaker gently suggests that 
while the good old times were very grand, they were some- 
what hard and narrow in their religious practices. But such 
historical heresy is quickly quenched by some historical 
fountain of eloquent whitewash, and the doubly false, be- 
cause only half truc, pictures of history are disseminated 
through our newspapers, so that they strengthen the wrong 
teaching of our school-books." 

——— ——-9-9—— ——— — 


Obituary. 

Dtrgp.—On Sunday, Dec. 19th, at St. Luke's Hospital, of 
cancer of the stomach, John B. Johnson, weaver, in his 
79th year. 

The deceased was born in Manchester, England, where in 
1832 he activly assisted in the founding of the weavers' union. 
He was an early convert to the social theories of Robert 
Owen, and was an enthusiastic advocate of the famous 
“ People's Charter." After the disastrous failure of 1848 he 
fled to America, where he continued his efforts in the cause 
of popular progress, and ultimately identified himself with 
the Socialistic Labor Party, and was its nominee for mayor 
of New York in 1880. 

When recognizing the approach of death he refused the 
Christian sacrament pressed upon him and declared his 
complete acceptance of the Positivist religion founded by 
Auguste Comte. He retained possession of his strong com- 
mon sense to the last, and passed over to the great majority 
as a child sinks $ sleep. Hoes MoGuecor. 
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Letters from friends. 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa., Dec. 20, 1886. 
Mr. EprroR: Now that the pope is mixing up his religion 
with our politics, is it not time for us to mix up our politics 
with his religion? Ought men who are the mental and moral 
slaves of a foreigner to be elected to offices of honor and 
trust in a free republic ? W. H. Benson. 


Coruunus, O., Dec. 20, 286. 
Mz. Eprror: Glad to see the '* Petrified Blasphemer.” It's 
splendid! A copy of the paper containing the account was 
mailed me to discourage and strike a blow at my pernicious 
blaspheming, and the same, as soon as read, I mailed you, 
and am convinced the blow is now the other way—boomer- 
ang! Go on in the good work of ridicule; continue the 

work of illustration. Respectfully, R. H. RALSTON. 


. Hatz, Kan., Dec. 10, 1886. 
Mr. Epiror: I see so much about chess turning to wheat 
that I hav concluded to add my knowledge upon the sub- 
ject. In your issue of December 4th Mr. A. Moot says: “I 
am positiv that he [Mr. Burk] nor any other man ever saw 
wheat and chess that grew from the same root.” I want to 
say to all your readers that I hav seen wheat and chess grow- 
ing from the same root, on the same stalk, on the same head; 
and-will make affidavit to it. Frank WiLrETT. 


FarpoNL, N. Y., Dec. 2, 286. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $1 to replenish Taz TmauTE 
SEEKER’s magazine on my delinquent subscription, which I 
think ought to be stopped as soon as the ammunition runs 
out. 

I readily see by the contributions of Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
that the greatest need is organization to more effectuall¥ ad- 
vance liberty, which is the true source of all happiness. 
Professions nowadays are stale commodities. What you are 
doing is what moves the world. We must hang together or 
in the end we must hang separate. Prmx Samira. 


Braver Dam, Wis., Dec. 18, 286. 
Mr. Eniror: As the presiding elder of the Broad Gauge 
church, of this place, I am requested to send you $11.05 for 
the following missionary documents, as per inclosed Dill. 
These documents are to follow a Bible-smelling committee, 
who has been appointed by the other gentlemen of the cloth 
—or sky-pilots—of our city to sell or giv away Bibles. Our 
church, being opposed to the circulation of obscene litera- 
ture, has appointed a similar committee to circulate docu- 
ments showing what their Bible really is. This is the first 

instalment. We shall probably send for another soon. 
l ELDER ANDREW WILLARD. 


Sours Royatton, VT., Dec. 18, 1886. 

Mr. EprroR: I wish to express my sincere thanks to you 
for the last cartoon in your very interesting paper (December 
18, 1886). ` That number ought to be circulated all over our 
country, to wake up every man and woman to the situation 
of things in regard to our free speech, free press, and politi- 
cal liberty.. Even here in these United States-—so called—of 
America we hav slumbered too long on the brink of a 
worse than Vesuvius. Catholicism is fast sapping the very 
foundation of all freedom and liberty. How can our states- 
men be so blind to the dangers which are at the door of the 
temple of freedom? Oh, for a Gabriel to blow a trumpet 
which would echo through the land, and raise the dead to 
ife before it is too late to ward off a bloody, cruel war ! 

Please find $1; I wish it were $1,000 instead; but we hav 
to struggle to take care of our bodies. But the mind must 
be fed as well as the body, in order to liv and be a blessing 
in our day and generation. 

Please send me THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL for 1887 and 
four copies of the last number of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, to giv 
away where they will do most good; the remainder to help 
you publish your paper. Wishing you every good that can 
come to a friend of humanity, 


Yours ever, Mrs. H. J. SEVERANOE. 


Liwoorw, ILL., Dec. 14, 1886. 
Mr. Eprrog: I was just reading ‘about a saloon-keeper 

buying a church to get rid of it. It was in his way—the law 
would not permit him to sell whisky so close to a meeting- 
house. It reminds me of a saloonist in my boy days, keep- 
ing a saloon in a church basement, and renting the upper 
room to a body of good Christians. Some wag, being of the 
poetical persuasion, placarded the building with these 
lines: 

There's a spirit of joy, a spirit of woe, 

A spirit above, and a spirit below ; 

The spirit above is a spirit divine, 

The spirit below is a spirit of wine. f 

We hav in our beautiful little. city a holy evangelieal 

church, run by saloon-keepers—a snug, well-appointed gos- 
pel mill, where a beer-drinking priest deals out his stuff to a 
beer-guzzling laity, and all goes right, as the whole mess is 
neutral in politics and religion. How reaching and all- 
embracing our lovely Jesusis! The sins of drunkard-making 
are washed out every Lord’s day, and the bedrabbled linen 
is cleansed of the blood of the drunkard by the blessed bier 
of the lamb. How easy things go!—come to the flock, and 
get this evangelical faith; it covers up all—come in—we will 
sing; and such a song,and how the melody floats around the 
holy room! and while the auriculars take up the words, 
** This is the way I long hav sought,” the olfactories gather 
the sweet fumes of the garden of Gethsemane as they exude 
from a hundred beer-sotted throats. Oh, our blessed relig- 
ion is so expansiv! Like arich man’s conscience, it will 
stretch and never tear. Ask one of these Jovely Christians 
about the style of religion he embraces, and he will put you 


off evasivly. You will think of the two “ nigs” stealing 
chickens. 'The one up on the roost says to the one on the 
ground, ‘‘Jim, ain't dis kind er wrong ter carry on like 
dis?' The one on the ground says, ‘Pete, dat am a great 
moral queshtun—han’ down anodder pullet!" So they go 
right along, and follow the priests. The great moral ques- 
tions are passed over in full faith that faith is the thing most 
needed. In fact, it is about all that there is, as it were, visi- 
ble; for the Christian work of our savior is passed over and 
forgotten—lost to sight in the fashionable scramble to exhibit 
millinery on living show-frames, in temples with fine car- 
pets, stained windows, and cushioned seats. ‘‘ Why will not 
men think ?” Bro Hyoum. 


Miren, ILL., Dec. 15, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find 50 cents, for which you will 
please send me one dozen copies of Mr. Ingersoll's “ Lay 
Sermon." Some of the good church people hav asked me 
several times for it. 

The Christian church is holding a protracted meeting here 
at present. The other night the preacher showed us the 
beauties of the conspiracy between God and Moses against 
Pharaoh the king and his people. I must say he made a 
grand fizzle of it. Think of it—God, in the dead hour of the 
night, killing the first-born in each family, so while there 
was confusion his good people might escape. Is this not 
sublime? Iwas amused last night when I entered the church 
a little late to find but a small audience, of which a good 
number were Infidels, and, most of all, one of our most Lib- 
eral ladies presiding at the organ helping them out with the 
music. Would they do likewise for us? In the sermon we 
Infidels were carried back to the beginning of life, in which 
connection the preacher made the statement that from noth- 
ing came nothing, which we heartily indorse; also, that this 
country had made great advancement on account of liberty, 
which again is true. Since the shackles hav been broken, 
at least in part, from mind, lips, pen, and press, we are glad 
to note the advancement. I hope to see the day when the 
balance of the locks and chains will be broken and fall from 
humanity, which will be sure death to the church. 

As soon as we can obtain a good lecturer, we will hold our 
meetings, where we will giv advanced ideas instead of super- 
stitious sermons. Best wishes to THE TRUTH SEEKER and 
Brother Heston. Every number speaks volumes. 

J. Somaar. 


Mirronp, Nes., Dec. 14, 1886. 
Mr. Epitor: What course does THE TRUTH SEEKER ad- 
vise, what course does it take, in these gusty times, ‘‘ presag- 
ing the storm?” That is a fine bit of verse of Mr. Putnam’s: 


You say there is & God above the boundless sky, . . . 
What is this monarch doing upon his golden throne . 

To right the wrongs stupendous, giv joy instead of moan? 
"Tis we must build the paradise, and bravely right the wrong ; 
The God above us faileth, the god within is strong. 


I quote from memory, and perhaps quote at it rather than 
quote it. What is this ‘‘ zod within ?” or what are we doing 
to ‘‘ build the paradise and bravely right the wrong?" Is it 
enough to say of all the churches that they are centers from 
which emanate bigotry, tyranny, superstition, and hypocrisy ? 
that they cause more immorality than morality? more vice 
than virtue? more greed than charity? That from the 
smallest and weakest to the largest and most powerful they 
are a fraud and a humbug, affirming ‘the things ye know 
not of,” and preaching ‘‘the things whereof ye cannot 
prove?" Must we not hav something to take their place that 
will promote .rue morality, hence happiness, charity, ** peace 
on earth,” and ‘‘ good. will toward men?" Must we not do 
all we can for the general welfare? It cannot be exactly 
true that * the love of money is the root of all evil," but it 
ceriginly comes very close to it. And should not we and 
everybody else encourage codperation—Socialism—among 
those who hav. sufficient confidence in each other to under- 
take it, but no law to enforce any such thing? And will not 
we advocate graduated taxation, government control for the 
public as well as the stockholders of all public institutions, 
so that one class cannot—to so great an extent as now, any- 
way—be the robbers of another or all the others? If not this 
much, what then? - g. M. CLARK. 


CARTHAGE, Mo., Dec. 17, 1886. 

Mz. Epiror: On the 29th of last month, Prof. W. S. Bell 
paid our little city a flying visit and gave this church-ridden 
community his lecture on ‘‘ Liberty and Morality.” Owing 
to short notice, many Liberals in the city and surrounding 
country did not know he was here, yet a fair audience 
responded, and enjoyed his lecture most thoroughly. Mr. 
Bell is a logical, incisiv, and gentlemanly speaker, and his 
numerous witty illustrations of the shams of Christianity and 
society often set the audience in a roar and kept the few 
Christians among them in a good humor. It was an intel- 
lectual feast to all the Liberals who heard him, and even the 
piously inclined admitted that his discourse was able and en- 
joyable, although they did notagree with him in some things. 
If he could hav given several lectures here, he would hav 
drawn crowded houses, as he aroused many careless Liberals, 


and quite a number of church people seemed disposed to: 


hear the witty Infidel. We found Mr. Bell a very genial and 
pleasant comrade, and his brief visit here has made him 
many warm friends. As he is abundably able, and is doing 
splendid work in the cause of Freethought, we wish him 
great success. Out of about twelve hundred voters here, 
there are not less than seven hundred who are Liberals, but, 
with the exception of a noble few, they are afraid to do any- 
thing not agreeable to the church for fear of hurting them in 
business. Such craven cowardice and niggardly servility is 
contemptible, and they deserve to be domineered over by the 
church until they die off and make room for men who hav 
courage enough to stand by their convictions. This place 
has eleven God.houses, but only two small factories. Every- 


thing is stagnant except the heartless and hypocritical curse 
of Christianity. Large sums of money are collected at fairs 
and festivals for the benefit of worthless preachers who enjoy 
good salaries, and yet we see men tramping the streets in 
search of work, and little children shivering in scanty rags 
and half-starved. But Carthage is very respectable, painfully 
so—aristocratic mediocrity! respectable hypocrisy! Hon- 
esty in rags, and muscle and brains begging! Delenda est 
Carthago! Watson Heston. 


Bor Springs, Ga., Dec. 20, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: As I hav never had an education in school, 
I never thought that it would do for me to expose my igno- 
rance, though I hav a practical education. I left a mother 
in August, in 1861, to join Company F of the Eighth Geor- 
gia Battalion. I was captured at Lost Mountain, in this 
state, and was in prison in Camp Douglas, Chicago. From 
there I enlisted in the Sixth U. S. Volunteers, for the West- 
ern frontier. My company was ordered to Fort Douglas, 
Utah, among the Mormons. On the trip after we left Fort 
Laramie I became herniaed, and was left at Fort Hallock, in 
the hospital. I became a cook for the lieutenant-colonel of 
the Fifth U. S. Volunteers, he taking me back to Denver, Col., 
and from that I got into the mines at Black Hawk and Cen- 
tral City, Col. Iserved for seventeen years in the mines. 

I came home in 1881. I hav spent $1,300 in prospecting 


in Georgia. Ifind plenty of gold, silver, and galena in this 


county. 

For fear I should occupy too much time and space, I will 
tell you what I want. I want a Liberal chemist. I want an 
honest man, who can analyze and tell me the truth, so that 
when he makes a decision I can say on oath exactly what a 
metal is and the worth of it in gold, silver, copper, or galena. 
I hav some samples now on hand that I want tested. I hav 
some that looks like silver and galena, though the party who 
brought it to me gave me some metal which, they say, came 
out of the quartz. It is tin, and I don’t believe that it came 
out of therock. I propose to prospect and open at my own 
expense until it will pay one dollar a day for a deed to one- 
half of the discovery of the lode, ledge, or deposit, with all 
deposits, pockets, and angles pertaining thereto. They will 
make a deed to this effect. 

I hav a history of seventeen years on the western fron- 
tier aud how I learned to read and write. '' The Age of 
Reason” was the first book that ever I saw that caused me 
to study. I sent with a club from Quartzburg, Boise Basin, 
I. T., in 1880, and got the ''Life of Thomas Paine," mo- 
rocco bound and gilt edged. That is my guide to-day. As 


ever, Your true friend, W. Fevr LiNpEY. 
CRAWFORDSVILLE, OR., Dec. 6, E.M. 286. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $4 for THe Teura 


SEEKER for next year, and ‘Men, Women, and Gods,” by 
Helen Gardener, and '' The Order of Creation," by Glad- 
stone, Huxley, Réville, Müller, and Linton. 

You will please conduct your paper as seems best to your- 
selvs, either with or without illustrations (Ilike it best with), 
and I shall be satisfied, as I hav been. Only continue to al. 
low all kinds of Freethinkers to be heard when they debate 
and don't get angry. Yesterday I went to Brownsville in 
company with a school-teacher. "While passing a beautiful 
house the teacher noticed and called attention to an elegant, 
large, gilt-edged Bible which was conspicuous in the bay- - 
window in the second story. Isaid that it reminded me of 
some words ascribed to Jesus about whited sepulchers 
which were clean without butimpure within. He said that 
those impure stories were historical and necessary to complete 
revelation. I said that I did not see that it was either neces- 
sary or of any use whatever for God to tell stories which 
were 80 obscene that neither of us would be willing to read 
them in public. And further, it was blasphemy to accuse 
God of being their author if he was pure. Blasphemy was 
mild when compared to the dogma that as in Adam we all 
died, so in Christ are we all made’ alive. What could be 
more preposterous than to believe that an all-wise and abso- 
lutely just being either would or could create a pair of beings 
about six thousand years ago and place them in a garden 
and forbid them to eat of the fruit of a tree that was there 
when he foreknew that they had that in their natures which ` 
would cause them to eat the fruit, and when at the same 
time he had given them their dispositions and could hav 
given them different ones (or else he was not omnipotent), or 
he could hav left them unmade, or at least he could hav re. 
moved some of the temptations or told Adam that there was 
a very shrewd enemy in the form of a serpent? My friend, 
the school-teacher, listened patiently and said he would re- 
ply when going home if I would listen as long as he had. .I 
promised to listen and did so, but although he talked quite | 
as long, I failed to see that he had refuted anything I had 
said. He said he should deny my premises, and then pro- 
ceeded to make some dogmatic affirmations without proof 
and build an argument on them. If I could see the least bit 
of reason in them, I could remember them, and would will. 
ingly giv them to you. But as I fail to do either, I hope you 
and he will forgiv me. Gxonax F. ErrrorT. 

ALLIANCE, O., Dec. 5, 1886.. 

Mr. Epiror: Procrastination is the thief of time. I thank 
you for sending the paper after our subscription expired. 
We could not get along without it. We hav tried to get 
some subscribers for you, but failed. Then Mr. Rockhill 
said, ‘‘Send $5 for two years’ subscription ;” and now I send 
$5 to apply on subscription, and $8 for I. R. Hains. 

I am glad that the second sober thought has prevailed, and 
Chicago will not write her name in so dark an infamy as the 
hanging of those seven men would hav entailed. . And when, 
oh, when, wil the peoples of the world rise above the bar- 
baric age of the gallows? Is it any better than legal murder 
done in a spirit of revenge? And we are all made murderers, 
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No, not all. I, as a woman, hav no voice in making the 
laws, and I hope that when women hav the franchise one 
of their first acts will be to wipe from our statutes that 
most revolting of public crimes, and I here and now utter 
my protest against it, even if those men in Chicago were 
worthy of death. But I think, as you do, it should not be 
considered a crime in our free country for anyone to express 
his thoughts. Yet there are some thoughts we wish people 
were educated above indulging in. 

I hope you will excuse me for saying that Iam sorry you 
resigned your position with the officers of the Secular Union 
because some of the Freethinking public misrepresent and 
misunderstand your position and principles. If reformers 
wait to be appreciated by those they seek to benefit, the 
Golden Age will be indefinitly postponed. 

If we are truth seekers, we should divest ourselvs of big- 
otry and intolerance; should be willing to accept evidence, 
and not let prejudice blind our perception of truth. I sup- 
pose the Secular Union has enough work on its hands when 
it takes the Nine Demands as a text to preach from, to 
try to educate the people up to a recognition of the justice of 
the Demands, and also the danger of disaster to our nation 
when they are ignored. But I think we should seek for the 

* truth on all subjects, and present it through its organ, Taz 
TRUTH SEEKER. In whatever direction we look there seems 
to be great need of reforms, and so many of these are ques- 
tions of vital importance to the well-being of the people! 
We need the light of knowledge shed on the evils of society, 
&nd many seekers for the truth in regard to the causes of 
disease, crime, unhappiness, and the many wrongs that 
crush out the joy of living—for I believe with Ingersoll that 
happiness is the birthright of all, or should be. 

Imustsay we read with interest and appreciation of the 
abors of Watts, Putnam, Remsburg, Reynolds, etc., who 

' pav all spoken for us ''allies in Alliance," as T. C. Leland 
used to call us. I don't see the point when C. Fannie Allyn 
thinks the Spiritual papers not as Liberal because they don't 
publish the other side of the question. I don't see as it is 
necessary for them to ; but it would be wrong, perhaps, if Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER should refuse to publish both sides of the sub- 
ject, or of other subjects of public interest. And, although 
we are Spiritualists, we appreciated largely Nelson Hunts 
poetry, **Thereis no Death." And Mr. Rockhill says he knows 
what the Indian wanted of his dog and gun. He could shoot 
at a mark with the gun for pastime, and the dog was to bark 
when Nelson Hunt got there. Mrs. 8. S. Rooxnirr. 


SAORAMENTO, CAL., Dec. 14, 1886. 

Mr. Epviror: I must say that I presume that you know 
your own business, but whether you do or not you certainly 
hav the right to manage it in your own way, and do what 
you think is the best for yourself and your patrons. I must 
say also that I am sorry to see you show so much sympathy 
toward the Chicago Anarchists. Mr. Editor, when it comes 
to this, that you nor I can do business in our own way while 
we obey the laws of our country; it is about time to sell out 
to some one who likes to do it in the other way. For in- 
stance, I am doing a legitimate business, am employing, say, 
six, eight, or ten men, more or less. Tom, Dick, and Harry 
come along from Europe (for we know that almost all strikes 
are caused by foreigners); they say to my men, ‘‘ You shall not 
work for Goodell any longer unless you join our league, and 
charge him a higher price.” Now, what right hav they to do 
that? When the people of our nation hav to submit to such 
things, can we call this a free nation? Talk about free 
speech—where is the freedom when you or I are allowed to 
go through the country talking publicly and advising the 
people to strike for higher wages, and if the employers don’t 
submit to their dictation to murder them, or burn their prop- 
erty—do anything, but make them obey their orders? You 
call that free speech? Now, I don't know whether those 
men who &re sentenced to death in Chicago threw the bomb 
that caused death or not, but if they made incendiary 
speeches, as has been represented they did, they deserve 
death, for I hold that you nor I has the right to go through 
the country exciting the people in any such way. If the 
ignorant, or any others, accept our advice, and do 88 we 
hav dictated and recommended, we certainly are just as guilty 
as those who really committed the act. Mr. Editor, I think 
there has been too much sympathy expressed by several 
writers in your paper, for the good of it. Some people be- 
lieve, and express that belief boldly, that Tuer TRUTH SEEKER 
advocates all sorts of wrong-doing by the Anarchists; but, of 
course, that is not so, yet I would rather see less of it. I hav 
long thought I would write a few lines to you on the subject, 
but now I hav done. Tae TgurH SEEKER I. prize much as 
a whole; it grows better every year. Of course, we must 
not expect that every article pleases every reader. 

I shall send you some money the fore part of the year for 
the general good of our cause. N. D. GoopziL.. 


[Our correspondent expresses regret that we should show 
sympathy toward the Chicago Anarchists. We were not 
‘aware of having shown any special sympathy for these mis- 
guided and foolish enthusiasts. We are interested in seeing 
them fairly tried and punished according to their offense. 
This interest we hav from time to time expressed, and future 
developments will show whether or not it has been unduly 
excited. Strikes are a different mattter, the discussion of 
which, as the story-writers say, may be ‘‘reserved for an- 
other chapter."—Ep. T. S.) 


Bnoxeros, Ky., Dec. 15, 1886. 
Mr. Eviror: The outlook at present is not encouraging 
for the great American republic. Unless the great mass 
show that they understand the true principles of the govern- 
ment of the United States—that is, that the true power of gov- 
ernment is based on nd derived from the voluntary consent 
of the governed, and noi from any priest, or king, or God in- 


habiting the skies, or any other place, and that this govern- 
ment, by the consent of the governed, is for their own indi- 
vidual, mutual, and collectiv benefit, that they may thereby 
enjoy life, liberty, property, and the pursuit of happiness 
here on this earth and in this life, acknowledging no other 
power to govern them than their own written Constitution, 
which may be changed from time to time to suit the advance 
made by science and civilization—I say that, unless the great 
mass of the American people truly understand their Consti- 
tution, it will not be a great while till we will see our 
dear republic torn to pieces and governed by a lot of petty 
kings set up by the “ power and grace of God,” with such 
mottos as these everywhere to be seen: ‘Be subject to the 
powers that be,” * All authority comes from God,” '''Tis 
better to obey God than man." Priests and kings hav always 
governed, and laid under tribute, and fleeced the great mass 
by pointing them to a God in the skies, claiming that they 
are this God's agents, and that unless we do 8s they tell us, 
this great God of the skies will, when we die, cast us 
into a great lake of fire and brimstone where we will hav to 
burn and suffer forever and forever in a world that will hav 
no end. Will the priests and kings succeed in getting the 
great American republic completely under their control? A 
word or two to the great mass, and I will close. No great 
civilization can be built up unless it be on the corner-stone of 
the family. A man and his wife, and their sons and 
daughters, properly educated, form the greatest and grandest 
foundation of human society. The ownership of land should 
be limited to the actual necessities of the individual or com- 
pany. Trade should be positivly free; church and state 
forever separate. All property should be taxed alike. The 


| government should find out what. amount of money was 


most healthy for its citizens, and furnish that amount. Our 
present circulation per capita is not enough. There should 
be no conflict between capital and labor. Every man should 
become rich if he can by fair, square, and honest dealing. 
The doctrin taught by the God of the skies on the subject of 
riches has caused an immense amount of poverty, misery, 
and wretchedness to the inhabitants of this earth. It is 
right that each man and his family should support themselvs, 
and-make property in some way by their own exertions. 

I will giv a rule that will make everlasting friends of capi- 
tal and labor. That is this: Let each man keep an exact ac- 
count of his business; if he be a daily laborer, let him see 
to it that when Saturday night rolls around his income is 
greater than his expenses; if the expenses should be the 
greater, he must economize at every point. This is a free 
country. He must change his business and never cease try- 
ing until he gets the income greater than the expenses, and 
then all will be lovely. So of every business. When this 
rule is adopted, there will be no more trouble between capital 
and labor. J. N. Brown. 


CHATTANOOGA., TENN., Dec. 15, 1886. 
. Mr. Entog: I cannot but note, in reading in the Worth 
American Review the essays of Robert G. Ingersoll and Jere- 
miah §. Black respectivly, the philanthropy and generosity of 
the one, and the selfishness and maliciousness of the other. 
I hav especially noticed in the works of R. G. Ingersoll the 
absence of all that which tends to promote a feeling of ani- 
mosity in the mind of the reader who may differ from the 
author in the vital points that are treated of. I hav utterly 
failed, even once, to find the place and circumstance of his 
abusing any professor of religion or believer in the faith 
which he is professedly arrayed against. I hav utterly failed 
to find the place in any of his numerous works, whether the 
nature of the work be agressiv or defensiv, where he attacks 
the character of his opponent or devotes himself to the task 


‘of proving the inhumanity and consequently the false motiv 


of the other. I hav yet to find the passage recording an ac- 
cusation against any Christian man or woman, either per- 
sonally or indirectly. In his essay Mr. Ingersoll confines 
himself entirely to the Christian religion, giving no cause of 
offense to any professor or believer beyond that which his 
statements would naturally contain. Upon the other hand, 
Judge Black regales himself with comments upon the per- 
sonal character of his opponent, and in many places meets 
decisiv argunsents and statements with invectivs and assaults 
upon the motivs and emotions of Mr. Ingersoll. This is not 
gentlemanly, nor is it acting in accord with the claimed 
divine command of the God whose character Mr. Black is so 
carefully trying to clear from the accusations of the eminent 
Infidel. For my part, I think it would be a much more 
manly thing for any believer, and for Mr. Black in particular, 
to confine himself strictly to the discussion of the points at 
issue, as is clearly the aim of R. G. Ingersoll. Then would 
he meet the Honorable Believer upon his own ground—free 
from all emotions and motivs which tend to make his argu- 
ments pueril and defectiv. Let gentlemanly conduct beget 
gentlemanly conduct, and so fulfil the law of humanity. Let 
Infidels and believers alike confine themselvs strictly to the 
subject under discussion, and leave revilings and personal- 
ities to those who can find no better argument or persuasion. 
As Colonel Ingersoll strikes at the root of Christianity by re- 
viewing the Old Testament scripture and detecting its 
weaknesses—of which it has many—and placing them be- 
fore the world parallel with his own opinions and belief, it 
i8 necessary, and therefore becomes every man who attempts 
to meet him openly before the world with the object of con- 
futing his arguments, to meet him fairly and squarely, and 
attack nothing but Infidelity and the arguments brought for- 
ward by him in support of his belief. I know nothing of the 
personal character of either the one or the other, only so 
far as the writings of both authors reveal it; and judging 
from these alone I conclude that Mr. Ingersoll is philosopher 
enough to deal fairly with everyone and attack no individ- 
ual personally or in a disrespectful manner. Many Chris- 
tians, and prominent ones at that—-men who should know 


better, and who should be taught better if they do not know 
—are guilty not only of disrespect, but of positiv abuse, when 
the question of their belief is assailed. 

Under this score could be named many of the popular 
divines of the day, among the first of whom is ranked T. 
De Witt Talmage, of Brooklyn. Mr. Talmage is guilty of 
using language which would put to shame an honest unbe- 
liever. Indeed, I believe it to be almost a characteristic of 
the average Christian. Mr. Ingersoll deals fairly with the 
faith, and uses it no worse than necessity demands. Again, 
upon the other hand, Judge Black (from the reading) seems 
to be personally arrayed against his antagonist, and fully. 
meditates total annihilation. The force of his argumentis : 
fully lost by his endeavors to convict his opponent of inhu- 
manity and immorality. He completely loses sight of the 
main theme in places, and entirely devotes himself to mak- 
ing charges which he must certainly fail to prove. Would 
it not hav been better for Mr. Black to hav boldly attacked 
the ground-work of Infidelity—shown wherein the unbe- 
liever was wrong, and carefully corrected him, if this 
were possible—not losing sight of the fact that liberty of 
thought is the one great object of his opponent's work? 
Why not show as noble a spirit, and one as free from vin- 
dictivness and that spirit of intolerance of the belief of others 
which was characteristic of the Roman church of the Mid- 
dle Ages, as does the great apostle of liberty? A calm and 
deliberate course of reasoning alone will suffice to settle this 
question in the minds of the thinking people of to-day. In- 
fidelity will exist as long as facts remain substantiated in 
the minds of philosophers and profound thinkers. If Chris- 
tians can confute the arguments brought to bear upon the 
bulwarks of the church, let them proceed to do so at once 
—however, not indulging in matters pertaining too much to 
the spleen, nor in the things which pretend to be confuta- 
tions, but which are in reality only subterfuges to evade 
the points at issue. If Christianity will not bear the light 
of philosophy and science, it is not & sufficient thing for 
men to pin their faith to. If it will, let us keep the fact 
no longer from the world, but open wide the door of salva- 
tion that all may see and enter in. 'Tis true, the world was 
saved, if the world needs salvation. 


If Christianity can save, if it has saved, if it ever will save 
the world, it is time we were seeing some of the fruits. It 
is evident that it does not save the people from sin, for here 
in our own America—the center of Christianity, we might 
say—we behold a degradation that is appalling. The Chris- 
tian world is boasting to-day of the churches it has erected, 
the school-houses it has built, the colleges it has founded, but 
it neglects to say anything about the asylums it has been 
obliged to prepare for the insane of its own making, the jails 
and penitentiaries for the confinement of those it has failed to 
save, the almshouses it has caused to be built for the benefit 
of those who are not benefited by this. wonderful light of the 
church. We never hear from the pulpit anything about 
what Christianity has failed to do. So far as I can see, Chris- 
tianity is not saving mankind to any great extent. If the 
Bible is true, three times as many more souls sink into hell 
every year than soar on wings eternal into paradise. How is 
this? Of the population of the globe, which is estimated at 
1,294,000,000, the Christian world can only claim at its best 
371,000,000. Why is this? There are still 483,000,000 Buddh- 
ists, and 189,000,000 savage tribes, not including Moham- 
medans and Hindoos, which are respectiviy 103,500.000 and 
189,500,000. Then we must still count the Jews, who reject 
Christ—8,000,000. This looks bad for Christianity, if it is 
the only true way. She has heen in existence eighteen cent- 
uries, and do you think she is saving the world? If God is 
depending on this religion for the salvation of the world, 
most of the inhabitants stand a poor chance of ever seeing 
the pearly gates or the golden streets of the New Jerusalem. 
If she progresses in the same ratio in the next eighteen hun- 
dred years, perhaps she will hav made some faint impression 
on the unsaved of other climes; but we can never hope to 
see the majority of the race in that land. where all is bliss, 
while hell will be so thickly populated that there will not be 
standing-room left. When we apply the test of figures, we 
find that Christianity is not saving the world. Even the 
ranks of the church are broken, and those she relies most 
upon are found to be rotten sticks. 

If we view the matter from & philosophical standpoint, we 
must conclude, then, that no system of religion is entirely 
true; that no one doctrin or creed will save the world; 
that man must rely upon himself and look to none other for 
aid; that all the Gods that ever had an existence in the 
brains of the people never did, nor never can, affect the race 
one iota. Christianity may sound well when preached from 
an orthodox pulpit, but when tested by a practical test it is 
weighed in the balance and found wanting. I am in sym- 
pathy with all Freethought movements that are reasonable. 
I believe that a higher education is needed for mankind. 
This is all that will elevate and benefit. And we, who hav 
entered the fields of research, should be willing to do any- 
thing to gain that end, and thereby accomplish the good we 
so devoutly long for. I wouid force upon the world, if I 
could, the sentiments so ably expressed by the poet Lowell : 


Be noble ! and the nobleness 

That lies in other men, 

Sleeping but never dead, 

Shall rise in majesty 

To meet thine own : 

Then shalt thou see it gleam in many eyes, 
Then will pure light around 

Thy path be shed— 

And thou wilt never more be sad and lone. 


This nobleness can only be obtained by strict conformance 


to the rules of morality and humanity laid down and. en- 


graven upon all refined and educated minds. 
* Marion F. Ham. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


The Children’s Christmas Tree. 


Come and see, see, see, 
Our bending Christmas tree 
Full of mystery and splendor 
Drooping down and over me}; 
Full of little lights a-shining 
As stars upon the sea, 

That our Santa Claus, Claus, 
With his funny, furry paws, 

Ignoring gravitation 
And its laws, laws, laws, 
Brought through the gleaming spaces 

And the snow, snow, snow, 
From a land of northern pines 
Where the Borealis sbines, 
With a radiance almost awful 

In its glow, glow, glow. 


Happy “ time, time, time,” 
Says the clanging Christmas chime, 
And the belis are sweetly telling, 
In a tuneful, rhythmic rhyme, 

Of the toys, toys, toys, 
For the darling girls and boys, 
Though they rend the winter morning 
With their laughter and their noise. 


Oh ! the buns, sweetest buns, 

For the merry little ones, 

And a thousand hands bav wrought them 
Wondrous guns, guns, guns. 

Such a clatter and a bang, 

Like an army’s measured clang 

Of jolly soldiers marching 

To the strains their fathers sang. 


And the dolls, cunning dolls. 
*Till the number quite appalls, 
That the doting little mothers 
Guard from careless haps and fa'ls, 
And from Rover’s racing raids 
Through the gardens and the glades. 
These miniature matrons,* 
In their glossy bangs and braids, 
Tending dollies through the chills, 
And a hundred other ills, 
And, with more mature mammas, 
Hav their heartaches and their thrills. 


Here are books, books, books 
In the branches and the nooks, 
Full of pretty, painted pictures 
Of the robins and the rooks ; 

And their little throats would sing 
Songs to charm the prondest king, 
But they every one are frightened 

At Madam Fashion’s looks. 

Hark the drums, warning drums, 
Sound a solemn call that comes 
With a thrilling tap to tell us 
OF the sorrow in the slums. 

Of the silent grief that grieves 
Summer morns and winter eves 
That so many thorns are scattered 
With the roses and the leaves. 

Oh! the joys, joys, joys 
Of the precions girls and boys, 
What makes the heme an Eden 
But their prattle and their noise ? 
Bring them in from all the valleys, 
And the prairies rolling wide, 
From the homes upon the highlands, 
Where the summer flowers died ; 
From the hills of far Europa, 

With its castles on the Rhine, 

From the western world of sunset, 
Where the golden glories shine ; 
From the snowy, frozen Norseland, 
Where the Vikings used to be, 
From the flowing, classic Tiber, 
And the islands of the sea. 

May our love for each be tender 

As an angels falling tear, 

Strong to aid earth’s lonely children 

With our cheer; cheer, éheer, 
And the ready hand of welcome 
Reaching far or clinging near, 

Is the spirit to remember 

Justa year, year, year. 

Clearwater, Neb. Many Barrp-Erca. 


oo Ho ——— 


Are Your Hands Clean ? 


Dora, Nellie, Katie, and Mary were busily 
engaged in discussing the character of one of 
their schoolmates, Alice Bradley. 

* Oh, she is so vile! She tells fbs and 
cheats, and she is as cross as two sticks. She 
talks about people"—and oh, dear, there 
was hardly & fault known that these little 
girls did not bring up as being possessed by 
Alice. In the midst of the conversation, the 
father ef Dora, who was in an adjoining 
room writing, called, ‘ Dora! Dora!” 

** What, papa ?" she answered. 

** Come here, my child.” 

She obeyed him, and he asked quickly, 
“ Dora, are your hands clean?” 

'"'Why, yes, papa!” the child replied. 
* Sec!" holding up her little white hands, 
and then ran back to her mates and resumed 
the conversation about the absent Alice. 
Each child tried to outdo the other, seem- 
ingly, in bad remarks concerning Alice, who 
had somehow incurred their displeasure, 


‘Presently Dora father called again, ** Dora, 
my child, eome here.” f 

Again she ran to his side, when he ques- 
tioned once more, ‘Dora, are your hands 
clean?” à 

“Of course they are, papa, I’ve just 
washed them," and back she ran to listen to 
the unkind words and to add her own to 
them about Alice. 'Their tongues ran on, 
and their voices rose to a higher key as they 
rehearsed the evil qualities and bad conduct 
of thelittle absent playmate. In the midst 
of the din of voices they heard the deep tones 
of Dora's father calling, **Dora! Dora! my 
child, come here !" 

* What is it, papa?” she inquired as she 
leaned upon his arm. 

** Dora, are your hands clean?" he inquired 
slowly and sternly. 

* Why, papa, are you crazy?" asked the 
child. *'Don't you see they are clean?" hold- 
ing her h:nds close to his face. ‘They're 
just as white and clean as they can be.” 

“Dora,” said her father, gravely, “I 
thought they could not be clean, nor those of 
your friends, either, when you are engaged 
in such untidy and unfriendly work as pick- 
ing to pieces another’s character. Alice is as 
good a child as either of you, and yet you are 
making her out worse and more wicked than 
it is possible for any child to be. My little 
daughter cannot be engaged in any such dirty 
work and expect to keep her hands white and 
unsoiled. Are you and your companions 
above reproach? Hav you no evil habits, 
no bad qualities, no wrong motivs or im- 
pulses? Think, my child, before you cen- 
sure &nd deprecate others, if you are wholly 
blameless, if you are above criticism, if your 
conduct is always right and proper—if your 
hands are clean!” 

Dora saw the drift of his meaning, and re- 
turred to her companions, pondering her 
father’s words. She said no more of Alice 
Bradley in an unkind or thoughtless way, but 
turned her attention, and that of her mates, 
each one upon themselvs. The lesson was 
fixed in her mind, at least, forever; and, now 
she is a woman grown, I heard her say that 
whenever she was tempted to speak an evil 
word of another, or think an evil thought, 
her father’s face, long since buried from her 
sight, would rise before her, and his deep 
voice would penetrate her ear—‘‘Dora, are 
your hands clean ?” l 

Let us take the lesson home. It is a good 
one. Let us strive to keep our hands and our 
minds clean and unspotted. Let us look for 
the good in our friends, and not the evil, and 
liv the good that is within ourselvs. 

S. H. W. 
Our Puzzle Box. 


1.—TRIANGLE. 


8 
9 
10 
11 
1.—A letter. 2 to 7.—Referring to some 
male. 8 to 8.—A twig. 4 to 9.—Thought. 
5 to 10. —To shed feathers. 6to 11.—A small 
basket for holding fruit. 1 to 6.—4 shell- 
fish. 1to 11.—Calm. 
N. Boothbay, Me. 


So Ct o 2 a 


Warren B. OnOHARD. 


2:—R&BUS. 


À proverb. 
3.—SQUARE. 
1.—Too long. 2.—A boy’s name. 3.—. 
Maxim. 4.—Exact. 5.—Poor. 
Lyons, N. Y. C. Rooxz. 


4,—SUBTRAOTION. 


From *' a figure's outer bound,” 
To make it neat, 
Take clay reversed or swampy ground, 
And leave St. Pete. 
Or take direct a jingling sound, 
Bt. Pete you greet. 
Four letters, just one-half, ’tis found 
You must delete ; 
And yet, what will thc most astound, 
The last reversed 
Is not the first, 
But shows, in brief, 
A sort of Asiatic chief. 
But these subtracted as I say, 
Will always that same name display ; 
But Pete or Peter, saint or salt, 
Whether it be for worth or fault, . 
“ For ye,” says Christ, ‘‘are the salt of the 
earth ;” 


** Tf it lose its savor,” ’tis little worth. 
t Rémember Lot's wife” is wholesome talk 
When salt is salt, and chalk is chalk— 
For the pun of our Lord : 
On this very word, 
** Thou art Peter, and on this Rock "— 
This petrified fossil, 
The cranky apostle, 
Who knew to lie, to curse, and to mock— 
On him the church of Rome has built, 
And guilded his guilt with greater guilt. 
Rock, saint, salt, sin, it's all the same, 
Our figures outer boundary’s name 
Will help each chick to crow its grief 

For Peter’s shame. 

J. K. P. BAKER. 


5.—DIAMOND. 


The central word reads the same down- 
ward or across. 
ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN’S CORNER, 
DEO. 18, 1886. : 
1.-Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Mercury, and the 
Moon in conjunction. 


2.- C 
FOR 
CRUET © 
FRANTIC 
COUNCILOR 
RETIRED 
TILES 
COD 
R 


3.-A in star, artisan; pears in L, personal; 
Three hats on S, hearthstones. 

—— 4 .———— —— 
Correspondence. 
: Baneor, Me., Dec. 12, 1886. 

Dzar Miss Wixox : I hav not written a let- 
ter for a long time, so I thought I would 
amuse the readers of the Children's Corner by 
telling a littlc story. 

A BAD HABIT. 

Lillie had a very bad habit. She would 
tell lies. Though her mamma tried to make 
her tel! the truth, she would not, and it got 
so bad after & while that when asked a ques- 


et] T TLE & 


LITTLE 


| going away. 


-| steamer for Europe.” 


FOR 


By AUNT ELMINA 


(Mrs. E. D, SLENKER). 


‘I tion she would tell a lie. ' One day her mam- 


ma said.that she should go to New York 


-| (she lived in. the suburbs of the city) in the 


‘She told her friends that she was 
'""Where—to New York?" 
t Yes," said Lillie, “and then take the 
One of the little girls 
was to hav a large party the next day. She 
thought that Lillie could not come to it, so she 
said nothing about it, for she did not want to 
make her feel bad. 

That afternoon Lillie and her mother took 
& public carriage and went to New York. 
When she came back and found that the lit- 
tle girl was going to hav a party, and had not 
invited her, she felt very bad. ‘There! I 
will never tell any more lies," said she. She' 
was cured of a bad habit. i 

P. S.—Habit is hard to overcome. If you 
take off the first letter, it doesn't change 
a bit. If you take off another, the whole of 
it remains. If you remove another, it is not 
t-totally used up. AN of which goes to show 
that if you wish to be rid of a bad habit you 
must throw it off altogether. 

Yours truly, MARIE STEWART 
: (aged 10 years). 


afternoon. 


Foote, Ia., Dec. 18. 1880. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write a few lines for the Corner. Pa takes 
Tax Trurn Seeker and I like to read the 
Children’s Corner. I am six years old and 
read in the Second Reader. I liv on a farm 
in Iowa. I hav four brothers and one sister 
older than myself. I do not go to school this 
winter. Well, I will close for this time. ` 

Your little friend, Lora E. OLDAKER. 


[We call the above a nice little letter for a 
child of six years.—Ep. C. C.] 


Bxzuxswiok, Mo., Dec. 20, 1886. 
Dear Miss Wixon: My father has been 
taking. Tne Trut Serxer four or five 
months and is sorry he did not takc it sooner. 
There are about twenty-three hundred inhab- 
itants here, and there are ten churches. My 
father thinks that there was never a lecturc 
on Freethought here. I do not go to church, 
but I go to school. Iam a little girl twelve 
years old, and I think that the Freethinkers 
are the best and wisest people in the world. 
Yours truly, Bessix Isaaos. 
Braprorp, O., Dec. 12, 1886. 
Dzar Miss Wixon: Isee so many letters 
from little boys and girls in Tur Troutn 
Seeker I thought I would write. . I am ninc 
years old. I go to school every day. I like 
all my studies very well. I first studied 
geography last winter. I like it better than 
all my other studies. I read the Children’s 
Corner every week, and [like to look at the 
pictures. Yours truly, CLAUDE SMITH. 


—————— 9 9-.— ——— — — 

(J. R. Perry.—Thanks for your pleasant 
letter. Yes, we would like to hav the story, 
if not too long, for our columns.—Eb. C .C.] 
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PRICE, 40 CENTS. 


A. 
NEW ENGLAND 
Freethinkers Con. 
vention 


WILL BE HELD AT 


PAINE.MEMORIAL, BOSTON, 
January 29th and 80:h, 1887, 


To which all Liberals are Cordially 
Invited. 


Good Speakers, Good Mu- 
sic, and a Good Time 
will be had 


ZCOM E!.s 


Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


CALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
OANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. ' 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
COLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Btevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 


KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 

* MAINE. 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 

Mills). 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 

MICHIGAN. 


A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 


8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Swan.& Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 
MONTANA. 
O. B. Whitford, Butte City. 
NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. 


Drentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
OHIO. 

N. Hexter, 303 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. 

B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 315 North 10th st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
TENNESSEE. 

Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 

; TEXAS. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 


UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 
VIRGINIA. 
Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, Snowville. 
ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s Court, Fleet street, 
London. . 


Robt. G. Ingersoll’s 


OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 
in the suit of the 
Bankers’ and Merchants’ Tele- 
graph Company 
against the . 
Western Union Telegraph Company. 


—Ü0—— 


Bo many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that TRE TRUTH BEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


LITHOGRAPHS 


CHARLES DARWIN 


Admirers of the Great Naturalist, and practically 
the father of Evolution, will be glad to know that 
we hav a fine lithorraph of him for sale—size 
18x24 inches on heavy plate paper. Framed, the 
picture will, zinko a splendid pw for the 

arlors of Freethinkers. Price, 25 cents. 

p Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


“tHE TRUTH SHEKER, 


Reported for the “ Truth Seeke:" by 


I. N. BAKER,. 
and Printed by Permission of 
- the Author. 


New 


HE ONLY GORREGI 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


PRICE, & CENTS. 


JANUARY 


EDITION, 


YORK: 


SPIRITUALISM 
Sustained 
Ey tke Bible. 


BY COL. JOHN R. KELSO. 
CONTENTS: 


SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE BIBLE. 


SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE CHRIS- 
TIAN CHURCH. 

SPIRITUALISM A NECESSITY IN GOD'S GEN- 
ERAL GOVERNMENT. 

SPIRITUAL MEDIUMSAIP. 


OBJECTIONS TO SPIRITUALISM ANSWERED. 


Like all TRE TRUTH SEEKER’s publications, the 
mechanical ext cution of the work is all that could 
be desired. Good paper, clear type—in short, a 
neat little volume. 

The primary object of the work, as its title indi- 
cates, i8 to sustain Spiritualism, but the absnrdi- 
ties of the Christian religion, and the abomina- 
tions of the old Jew book, get a terrible shaking 
up. The book contains much to interest every 
intelligent reader. . . . Colonel Kelso has done 
much acceptable work in the cause of Freethought 
and Liberalism all over the land. Send for his 
new book—read it—put it into the hands of every 
Christian; it will teach him that the way of the 
fool is foolishness. Every Liberal who reads it 
will certainly find his “Spiritual” strength re- 
newed.—John Peck. 


Bound in cloth, 245 pp., price $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, CO., 
tf 33 Clinton Piace, New York. 


WHATS TO BE DONE? 
A NIHILISTIC ROMANCE. 


By N. G. TCHERNYCHEWSKY. With a portrait 
of the Author. Trenelated by BENJ. 
UCKER. 


Written in Prison. Ozar. 
Anthor Over Twenty Years an Exile in Sibe- 
ria. Russian Edition worth $600 a Copy. 
First American Edition Exhauste 
in Four Days. Second now 
eady. An Elegant 

Volume of 330 
Pages. 
PRESS COMMENTS : 

To call the book the ‘Uncle Tom's Cabin” of 
Nihilism is scarcely extravagance.—Boston Adver- 
tiser. 

It is perhaps the book which has most power- 
fully intluenced the youth of Russia in their 
growth into Nihilism, aud it is remarkable and 
noteworthy as a work which has played so impor- 
tant a part in the political and social history of 
the century.—Boston Courier. |. 

Asa revelation of folk hfe it is invaluable; we 
hav no other Russian pictures that compare with 
it.—Providence Star. de 

The characters are so strongly and vividly drawn 
that the interest in their fate becomes intense as 
the thread of the narrativ is slowly unwound.— 
Boston Saturday Evening Gazette. m 

When we come to consider the publication of 
such books as Flaubert’s **Salammbo ” and Tcher- 
nychewsky's * What's To Be Done?" we cannot 
avoid the conclusion that something must hav 
happened to the society for the supprossion of 
judecont literature.—St. Louis Republican. 


In cloth, $1; paper, 75 cents. 


UTH SHEKER, 
eae TES Olinton Place, New York. 


Suppressed by the Czar. The | 
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SHAKER EYE and EAR BALSAM 


SIXTY-FIVE YEARS’ INVARIABLE SUCCESS. 


Best known remedy for all afflictions of these 
E EAK E F 


organs. WE YES. » DEAF. 
immedi- 


A. 
NESS, and CAFARRHAL AFFECTIONS 
ately reached. AILIN SIGHT prevented. 
ROARING or DRUMMING OF EARS will cease. 
One box tells the whole story. 


Price, by mail, 30 cents. 
] G. A. LOMAS, Shakers, N. Y. 
Use Shakers? Spiritene for the Piles. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER 
DEATH IMPROBABLE. 
By L. R. SMITH. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Pamphlet, 32pp., 12mo, - 
Published and for sale by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


85 Cents Each. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, it is now known to be the work of W 
H. Born, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
Price, 15 cents. 


than 30,000 copies hav been sold. 
For sale at this office. 


The Bile Analyzed 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 
CONTENTS : 

Old Testament.—The New Testament.—The 
Creation The Deluge.—The Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles cf the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible. —The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
the Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 


Savior. 
Jrown octavo, 833 pp. . Splendidly executed Sent 
ri 


by mail. post paid. ce. $3.00. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
BY W. 8. BELL. 


“Tam very much pleased with it, and I wish the 
seventy thousand ministers of this country were 
obliged to purchase the pamphlet and read every 
word of it.” 


Price 15 cents. 
f29 


For sale at this office. 


REPLY 
TO REY. L. A. LAMBERTS 
“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.’ 


By B. W. Lacy. 
A thorough exposure of the Catholio priest 
ical misstatement. 
Prie. Cloth, t1; Paper, 50 Cents. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN'S 
PROGRAM FOR THE HOLIDAYS! 


IMMENSE STOOK OF 


Fine Gold and Silver Watches, Diamond Jewelry, 
Gold and Plated Chains, Bracelets, Necklaces, 
Lockets, Pins, Drops, Studs, Sleeve Buttons: 
Plain, Chased, and Set Rings (a specialty); Gold 
and Silver Headed Canes; Gold Pens, Pencils, and 
Toothpicks ; Gold and Silver Thimbles, Silver and 
Plated Ware, Cutlery, Razors, Revolvers, Opera 
Glasses, Gold Spectacles, Eye Glasses, Albums, 
Harmonicas, Plush Comb and Manicure Sets, etc. 

All these goods will be sent subject io approval 
and return if not entirely satisfactory and cash 
refunded, and as a special inducement I shail de- 
duct 20 per cent from lowest bottom prices else- 
where. : 

For & Christmas 
gift, nothing is nicer 
than one of my beau- 
tiful badges, enam- 
eled on solid gold in 
four colors. 

Prices, size of. cut, 

3.50, $4. With 

genuin diamond, t6 
to $10, 

„Just out; Exactly 
like above, but smal- 
ler, #2. A little gem, 
Also, Watch Charms 
of larger model, $5 
to $15. i 
b À othing nicer for 
& Holiday Gift than one of these beautiful em- 
blems of Freethought and Progress. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill. 


BLASPHEMY 


—AND— 


THE BIBLE. 


BY O. B. REYNOLDS. 


Showing that the Bible and the believers in it 
are the real blasphemers, and not the Secu- 
laristB. 

This is the pamphlet for the distribution of 
which Mr. Reynolds is now indicted, and to be 


TRIED FOR BLASPHEMY 


next January. 
PRICE, 10 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


S. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waits and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
“ A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day,”—Jonn 
Swinton's Paper. : 

Golden Throne, a Romance. “The 

* author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. The bookisfilled with 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcript of amanly mind. ‘Every Liberal 
shonld read Golden Throne.’ "INGERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In. 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cta. 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thonght, and profound emotion, 


poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Dr. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 


other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 


Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 
version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the muti!ated 
copy =the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 
cents. 

For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 

Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; J. M. Pryse and J. 
M. Burgler, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our eolonization entcr- 
prise, the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generally 
to the practical solution of the problem of Integral 
Co-operation. Price, #1 a year; 50 cents tor six 
months: 25 cents for three months. 


Sabbath-Breaking 


BY J. E. REMSBURG. 
Author of “False Claims,” ‘Bible 
Morals,” Ete, 


The best and most thorongh work ever written 
on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 
view. $ 
Large ann Handsome Print. 


25 cents. 


SINGLE COPIES, Ba 
$1.00. 


Sıx Copizs, m M M 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


GOD AND HIS BOOK. 


THE BIBLE: WHERE DID WE GET IT . 
AND WHAT IS IT? 


By SALADIN, editor of the London “Secular 
Review." 
Issued in six parts. Four parts now ready. Price 
' $5 oents each. 


Addreas THE TRUTH SEEKER office. 
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Leadville Piety. 
Republished by Request, 

I was standing in front of the hotel when 
my attention was attracted by a dilapidated, 
antiquated-looking specimen of a saloon bum- 
mer, who was passing along the street ring- 
ing a bell. At intervals he would cease ring- 
ing and shout: ‘Religious racket right away 
at the big tent! Roll up, tumble up, or slide 
up on yer y-ear, for we'll hav a bang-up dish 
0’ gospel talk from Faro Bill, and d-o-o-o-n't 
you forget it.” 

Turning to a dapper little gambler who 
stood near, I asked : 

“ Who is this Faro Bill?” 

"Whois he? Well, now, if that ain't.the 
boss play for high! ‘You kin break me right 

: here if I thought there was & bloke in the 
mines that didn't know Bill. He used to be 
one © the boys, but got capped into a relig- 
ious game by a slick-tongued gospel sharp 
about two months ago. . He's chopped on all 
his old rackets, and don't stand in with nothin: 
that don't show up a Bible or a prayer-book 
in the lay-out. Billy used to be the boss 
gambler of the camp, and warn't afeared to sit 
in a game with the flyest sport that ever slung 
acard; but he's clean gone on the pious lay 
now, and seems to hav lost all the good there 
was in him. The boss mouth-piece of the 
heavenly mill has gone down to Denver, an’ 
Bill is a-goin' to stand in an'sling gospel to 
the boys as well as he can." 

This explanation, given in the most earnest 
tone, started me instanter for the big tent. It 
was used at night for a variety theater, where 
** artists ” of questionable character performed 
acts of still more questionable decency, and 
was rented for religious services every Sun- 
day morning. I found the tent filled to its 
utmost capacity. Many had, no doubt, come 
through curiosity to see how Bill would de- 
port himself in this, his initial sermon. Upon 
the stage sat a burly, red-faced man, with 
arms folded in a careless manner, who looked 
over the large audience with an air of the 
most decided independence. This was Faro 
Bill, the speaker of the occasion. When he 
arose he glanced around the tent for a mo- 
ment, evidently collecting his thoughts, and 
began: 

“© Feller citizens: The preacher bein’ absent, 
it falls on me to take his hand and play it fur 
all it’s worth. You all know that I'm just 
Jearnin' the game, an’ of course I may be ex- 
pected to make wild breaks, but I don’t 
believe there’s a rooster in the camp mean 
enough to take advantage o' my ignorance 
an’ cold-deck me right on the first deal. I'm 
sincere in this new departure, an' I believe 
Ive struck a game that I can play clear 
through without copperin' a bet, fur when & 


man tackles a lay-out like this he plays every | 


card to win, an' if he goes through the deal 
as he orter do, when he lays down to die, an’ 
the last card is ready to slide from the. box, 
he can call the turn every time. 

"I was readin' in the Bible to-day that 
yarn about the prodigal son, an’ I want ter 
tell yer the story. The book don’t giv no 
dates, but it happened long, long ago. 
prodigal son had an old man that put up the 
coin every time the kid struck him for a 
stake, an’ never kicked at the size of the pile, 
either. I reckon the old man was purty well 
fixed, an’ when he died he intended to giv all 
his wealth to this kid an’ his brothers. Prod 
givs the old man a little game o’ talk one day, 
an’ induced him to whack in advance o’ the 
death racket. He no sooner got his divvy in 
his fist than he shook the old man an’ struck 
out to take in some o’ the other camps. He 
had a way-up time for a while, an’ slung his 
cash to the front like he owned the best payin’ 
lead on airth ; but hard luck hit him a lick at 
last an’ left him flat. The book don’t state 
what he went broke on, but I reckon he got 
steered up agin some brace game. But, any- 
how, he got left without & chip or a four-bit 
piece to go an ante on. An old granger then 
tuk him home an’ set him to herdin’ hogs, an’ 
here he got so hard up an’ hungry that he 
piped off the swine while they were feedin', 
an’ he stood in with 'em on a husk lunch‘ 
He soon weakened on such plain provender, 
an’ says to himself, says he: ‘Even the old 
man’s hired hands are livin’ on square grub 
while I am worryin’ along here on corn husks 
straight. PI jist take a grand tumble to my- 
self an’ chop on this racket at once. I'll skip 


back to the governor an’ try to fix things up, 


an’ call for a new deal,’ so off he started. 
“The old man seed the kid a comin’, an’ 
what do ye reckon he done? Did he pull his 
gun an’ lay for him, intendin’ to wipe liim as 
„soon as he got into range? Did he call the 
dogs to chase him off the ranch? Did he 
rustle around for a club an’ giv him a stand- 
off at the front gate? Eh? Not to any 


This | 


alarming extent he didn't. No, sir. The 
scripture book says he waltzed out to meet 
him, an’ froze to him on the spot, an’ kissed 
him, an’ marched him off to a clothin’ store 
an' fitted him out in the nobbiest rig to be 
had for coin. Then the old gent invited all 
the neighbors an’ killed a fat calf, an’ giv the 
biggest blow-out the camp had ever seen." 

At the conclusion of the narrativ the speak- 
er paused, evidently framing in his mind a 
proper application of the story. Before he 
could resume, a tall, blear-eyed gambler, 
with & fierce mustache, arose and said : 

*"Tain't me as would try ter break up a 
meetin’, or do anythin’ disreligious. No, sir. 
Tm not that sort of a citizen. But in all pub- 
lic hoo-doos it is a parliamentary rule fur 
enybody as wants to ax questions to rise up 
and fire them off. I don't want ter fool away 
time a-questionin’ the workin’s of religion; oh, 
no. As long as it is kept in proper bounds 
an' does not interfere with the boys in their 
games, I don’t see as it can do harm. J just 
want ter ax the honorable speaker if he has 
not giv himself dead away? Does it stand to 
reason that a bloke would feed upon corn an’ 
husks, when there was hash factories in the 
camp? Would enybody hev refused him the 
price of a square meal if he had struck them 
furit? Would eny of the dealers who beat 
him out of his coin see him starve? As Ire- 
marked afore, I don't want ter make eny dis- 
respectable breaks, but I must say that I hav 
‘got it put up that the speaker has been & 
tryin’ ter feed us on cussed thin taffy, an’ no 
one but a silly would take itin." —. 

Bill glared upon the speaker and fairly 
hissed, 

** Do you mean to say that I am a liar ?" 

** Wall, you can take it just as you choose. 
Some folks would swallow it in that shape." 

Bill pulled his revolver, and in an instant 
the bright barrels of numerous weapons 
flashed in the air as the friends of each party 
prepared for activ duty.. The brevet preach- 
er was the first to fire, and the rash doubter 
of spiritual truth fell dead on the ground. 
Shot followed shot in quick succession, and 
when quiet was again restored a score or 
more of dead and wounded were carried from 
the tent. Having secured attention, Bill 
said : 

** Further proceedings is adjourned for the 
day. You will receive the doxology." 

The audience arose. : 

* May grace, mercy, and peace be with 
you, now and forever, Amen; an’I want it 
distinctly understood that I am going ter 
maintain a proper respect for the gospel if I 
hav ter croak every dirty son-of-a-gun in the 
mines. Meetin’ is out.” 

ooo 
Bad News from T. Winter. 
T. Winter now is very sick, 
But still his mind is bright ; 
And whilst his hand can hold a pen, 
He is resolved to write. 


So all my brothers, far and near, 
Who love a brave Freethinker, 

Let your friendship now be felt, 
And never prove a sinker. 


Now's your time to float me on 
O'er floods of pain and sorrow ; 

And what you wish to do to-day, 
Leave none to do to-morrow. 


My heart is with you, every one, 
I wish your lives bright cheer, 
But as to me, the way I feel, 
My end is drawing near. 
T. WINTER. 
Cincinnati, O., Dec. 1, 1880. 
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Colonel Kelso’s Book. 


Mr. EprroR: I take great pleasure in 
seconding the excellent notice by John Peck 
of John R. Kelso'sgrand book, ‘ Spiritualism 
Sustained.” 

Ihav but recently finished reading it—and a 
grand treat it was. I said to my friend, 
** Whoever sends a dollar for that book and 
reads but the last chapter richly gets his 
money’s worth.” If all of Brother Kelso’s 
books are as ably written as this one—and I 
hav no doubt they are—no thinker can afford 
to be without them. I lent the book toa 
friend, and, after reading it, the lady said to 
me, ‘Mr. Mitchell, when you die I want 
you to will me that book, for it is the best one 
I ever read.”. SEWARD MiTOHELL. 

Newport, Me. 


Mr. Eviror: I see that John R. Kelso is 
out again with a new work entitled, ‘‘ Spirit- 
ualism Sustained.” He handles the subject 
with the proof at command in his usual 
masterly style characteristic of all his writ- 
ings. There is one thing very evident—he 
proves beyond a question that all the old 
patriarchs, prophets, and apostles, and all be- 
lievers in the orthodox religion, were or are 


Spiritualists, no matter how much they may 
denounce Spiritualism as a doctrin of the 
devil, as I hav heard many of them do. As- 
suming Spiritualism to be a fact, the work 
will be a very interesting one to those who 
are fond of such reading. If Mr. Kelso had 
given his own personal experience in investi- 
gating the subject which was the cause of his 
conversion to the new faith, I presume 
skeptics would hav been better satisfied. 
E. W. Covnomman, Materialist. 


| V | | | 
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À thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Àuthor-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 


both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
—o— 


The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. 


TOGETHER WITH 
A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. i 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims Revised and Enlarged. 


Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. ong 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics. 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentianies; the Church and Civilization ; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Ohurch and Liberty; the Church and the 


Antislavery Heform; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
Church and thé Republic. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture: Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars of 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman: 
Unkindness to Children: Oruelty to Animals ; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy: Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, sıugle copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
‘and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewigh Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
abb ath during the Middle Ages: The Puritan 

abbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 35 cents; six copies, $1.00. 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 


ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the stor 
of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions oast upon 
it. Choive extracts from ‘Common Senge,” 
* American Crisis," “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cente: 
cloth, 75 cents. s 
Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5b cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 ota. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 

delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 

ii ere? Convention. January 99, 1884, Price. 
cents. 


"78pp. Price 15 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. THE TRUTH SEEKER OO 


Address 8 Olinton Place. New 


York 


Books for Presents. 


This being the time of year when friends bear testimony to their friendship by making 
presents, we respectfully call the attention of Freethinkers to the following 
list of books which are eminently fit for Christmas and New 
Years presents. At the head of the list stands 


PROSE POEMS AND SELECTIONS. By Roszrar G. Iwozmsonn.. The 


work is designed for and will be accepted by admiring friends as a rare per- 
sonal souvenir. To help it serve this purpose, a fine steel portrait, with 
autograph fac-simile, has been prepared especially for it. rice, in silk 
cloth, beveled edges, gilt back and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, 
elegant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey morocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, 
$7.50; in full tree calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. ‘* Prose 
Poems" is the book for one heretic to present to another.—— But to do good 
as well as confer pleasure, Liberals can place upon the Christmas table of 
their Christian friends 


INGERSOLUS LECTURES COMPLETE. Bound in one volume, half 


calf, library style, and containing over 1,800 pages, which is sold at the 
exceedingly low price of $5.—— For a present to a Christian lady (and Chris- 


tian gentlemen can profit by it as well) no book can be more appropriate than 


MEN, WOMEN, AND GODS. By Hexen H. Ganpzwrm. Introduction by 
RosERT G. INGERSOLL. Cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cents. This edition is re- 
vised and enlarged, and handsomely bound. 


The following novels and romances are all Freethought works, inculcating truths, and 
are handsomely bound: 


NATHANIEL VAUGHAN, PRIEST AND MAN. By Frepurma Mao 


DONALD. Price $1.25. 


MARTYRDOM OF MAN. By Wiwwoop Reape. Price $1.75. 
THE SIOEN HOUR, For the children. By Miss Susan H. Wixow. Price 


YOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. Cloth, $2.00; half calf or half morocco, $4. 
ARELES or GOLD. For the children. By Miss Susan H. Wixow. Price 


ALL IN A LIFETIME. By Miss Susan H. Wixow. Price $1.25. 
THE DAWNING. A Labor Reform novel. Price $1.50. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY. For the Boys. By James Parron. With 
Portraits. Price $1.25. . 


GOLDEN THRONE. By Samuex P. Pornam. Price $1. 
WAIFS AND WANDERINGS By Samur P. Purnam. Price $1. 


Romances are more specially in keeping with the season (Christmas is a pagan romance), 
but the foregoing list includes books containing a great deal of fact. 


—_o— 


IF THE LIST IS NOT SUFFICIENTLY EXTENSIV, SEND FOR A CATALOG. 


These books will be sent by mail postpaid. Addresa 
m THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 83 Clinton Place, New York. 


 ingersolls Works. 


The Gods. 


In five leotures 


Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
comprisi “Th 
Humboldt” * Thomas Pains,” Uhai 
ity,” and ** Heretics and Heresies.” 
The Ghosts, Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
ontents: e osts,” * Liberty f 
Woman, and Child,” “The Declaration onan 
dependence,” “About Farming in Illinois," 
‘The Grant Banquet,” “The Rev. Alexander 
Clark,” “The Past Bises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and ** A Tribute to Ebon C, Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25. : 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.95. 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


* per, 25 cents. : 
The Christian Religion. By R.G. 


Tagersoll, Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 

d 10 cents, $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 

large, clear type, and containing as much as 

fot p deli veród n two ordinary lectures, 

his makes a grand missionary i 
Liberals should scatter it generously. n 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 

a Number of Vital ti 

snp Sor of the San Eraneisoan, poanied, p 
cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1; 100 i , 
Millions of these should be uu P^ i 


Vindication of Thomas Paine from 


the attacks of the New York Observer - 
ert G. Ingersoll Price, l& cents. Nb Bob 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents. 


Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 
Bound in.one volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr. Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on “ Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is gold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5, Sent by mail postpaid. 

Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s “Tribute to 

8 Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 
“Little Harry Miller's Grave," that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
to any address, for 50cts, or either one for 15ct8. 


Prose Poems and Selections. This 


new book isa gem. Itis a model in every re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated **Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “ tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
Selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
yersations of the author. The work is designed 

or and will be accepted by admirin friends as 
& rare personal souvenir. To help 1 

urpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
Price,in silk cloth, beveled edges gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7,50; in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9, 


.The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 


Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 
life, price, $1.50 each. Every admirer of these 
apostles o: ligious Liberty should hav them. 
Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
panel, J0Xx17, $8; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 
cents; card, 26 cis. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 

By Gro. M. DAVENPORT. This is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 82 well-filled pages, costing only 
“a quarter,” but as full of meat as an ogg. It is 
well called "practical," for we find nothing un- 
practical in it. Hens, ducks, b iron and turkeys. 
are particularly discussed and their economical 
breeding and keeping treated of. There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition to 
the poultry literature of the day. 

TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
88 Clinton Place, New York. 


Protection or Free Trade 


An Examination of the Tariff Question with 
Especial Regard to the Interests of Labor. 


BY HENRY GEORGE 


In this book the author designs to show that 
beneficial results would follow the abolition 
of all tariffs on importations. 


Octavo, 860pp.; price, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 
SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.95—in nglish or German 
À new cheap edition at only $1.50. 


SOIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B. Foote. Five volumes, at$1 each, or $5 


per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 


SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YO 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The 
volume of “ 8cionce in Story.”) 50 cents. 


HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
eipes, A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. 

SANITARY-SOIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam- 
phlets) By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: * Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, advocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; ‘Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well. ‘By mail, 10 cents each. 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). ‘‘ The Law 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 886 pages, cloth 
bound, $2; “ Heredity,” by_ Lorin oody, 159 

AgOH, cloth, 76 cents; * The Law of Heredity,” by 
E H. Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
HumanTemperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; ‘Generation before Regen- 
eration,” by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; '' Re. 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
1882,” 10 cents; ‘Third Annual Convention of the 
Inatitute of He redity May 3 ? 10 cents. 


G. 
fth 


Q, 1 
Address TRUTH SEEKER, 


serve this 


Ingersoll’s Tributes 
REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. ‘The Tributes are- 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x92 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles &re: 

The Vision of War, 
Tribute to his Brother, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller's Grave. 

The price of these heretofore has been $1. We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

88 Clinton Pl. New York. 


SOCIAL WEALTH 
The Sole Factors: and Hzact Ratios in Its 
Acquirement and Apportionment. 

By J. K. INGALLS. 
CONTENTS: Economic Schools: a brief re- 


view of their Origin and Growth; Rise and |. 


Growth of Capitalism;. Unearned Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tonls and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Social Wealth; Land Own- 
ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
the Produetiv Factors; Partnership and Co-op- 
eration; Law of Coutracts; Money and Credit; 
Of Value or Economic Ratios; Taxation as a 
Remedy; Reforms, nct Remedies; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conclusion. 


Price, Cleth, $1 00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Olinton Place, New York. 


RATiONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America. 


BY A CAPITALIST. 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
Poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. ‘The 
remedy, the author thinks, isin communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it will be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. 


Paper,50e; cioth, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


ASrUDY . 
PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 


BY LEWIS C. JANES. 


This book treats of the natural evolution of the 
Christian religion, its historical antecedents in 
Palestinian Judaism an man Paganism ; in- 
vestigates the history of the founder of Christian- 
ity in the light of the latest scientific criticism of 
the New Testament; shows that the true story of 
the Man Jesus, and his genuin teachings are 
separable from the later legendary accretions 
which hav confounded with the mythical 
Christ, and traces the natural development of 
Christian dogma and ecclesiastical institutions. 
Complete references and full index. 820pp. 8vo, 
cloth, gilt top. Price $1.50. 

Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office. 


A SKETCH OF THE LIFE 


APOLLONIUS OF TYANA, 


OB THE 
First Ten Decades of Our Era. 


BY 
DANIEL M. TREDWELL. 

Designed to show upon the authority of Histor 
that Apollonius of Tyana performed miracles an 
spoke wise sayings equal to those attributed to 

esus Christ. 850pp., octavo, best style. Price $2.50. 

Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER office. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


OB, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


. BY 
H.J. SEIGNEURET, 
Secularist. : 
Price, moe xc. 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
SACRED MYSTERIES 


. AMONG THE 
Mayas and the Quiches 11,500 
Years Ago. 


ORIGIN OF THE BIBLICAL MYTH 
By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. 
Illustrated. - - - Price, $2.50, 

For Sale at this office. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUS FRY: 


Mex or Busnüuss Woo Dm Someruine BESIDES 
Maxine Money. 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 
BY JAMES PARTON. 


This book contains 400 pagen lainly printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
Mr. Parton's works need no commendation. They 
are standard. 


Price, a a ELE E re 
Address Pr Clinton Place, EKER, Tork. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 1, 1887. 


bible Temperance: 


LIQUOR DRINKING 


Commended, Defended, and Erjoined 
by. the Bible, 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


This is a companion book to Remsburg’s * Bible 
Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
* Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
88 Clinton Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


VOLT AIRES ROMANCES. 


: CONTENTS : 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.—Zadig ; 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princess 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowrs. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas.— 
The World as it Goes,—The Black and the te. 


‘| —Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 


at Siam.—The Study of.Nature.—À Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 
Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid Paper. With 67 
cp gravings. Price, cloth, beveled boards, $2.00. 
Hf calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


The Secret of the East, 
|. OR, 
The Origin of the “hristian Religion 
and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


For gale at this office. 


Price. $1.00. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 


The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 
written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonne 


author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day o: 
st, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents: cloth, $1.25. 
Exeter Hall. “ One of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day.^ Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 


A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to. 
George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story.. From the London edition. By 
sme Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 

cents. 


All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
Miss Susan H. Wixon. “The great charm of 
this novel is its absolute fidelity tonature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 

ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
rom 80 gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose ri nt and lucid style is E ui jar to 
most readers in the Freoethought ranks." Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


(loth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
atition. e Only Illustrated Freethinkers' 


Children's Story-Book everissued. 66 full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, hea 
toned paper, broad margins, illuminate 
covers ; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 


Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 
the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne, Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 


e Young Folks. By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for pug masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued ata reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very 
much e value of the volume. 

By 


Tae Youth's Liberal Guide. 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M, Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims atthe education of youth in the 

rinciples of Freethought, at the same time 
hat u pincdioe Gn moral ier and uper 
rom a standpoint of pure reason an 
common sense. Address THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 
vestigation. Revised Edition. This pamphlet 


refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions. 
with numerous references and citations, tha 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 


of other propositions in the same book. 
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PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakers-interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates. 


BACON AND SHAKSPERF. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could t write. 
The Sonnets written by Francie Bacon to the arl 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wm. HENRY 
Bunk. Price, 25 cents. For sale at this oftice, 


DR, R. P, FELLOWS 


L —— —Q. 


lcs marl educat 
ed and le; y quali- 
fied physician and 
the most successful 
as his practice will 
Prove. He has for 
twenty years treated 
exclusivly all diseases 
of the Sexual Organs, 
in the cures of which 
he stands preeminent 
SPERMATORRH(EA 
and IMPOTENCY 
as the result of gelf- 
abuse in youth and 
sexual excessesin ma- 
turer years, causing 
“A night emissions by 
p o o———¢ dreams, loss of sexual 
g power, renderin 
marriage improper and unhappy, etc., are cure 
ormanenily by an outside application in sixty 
ya. NO STOMACH MEDICIN USED. | Itis one 
of Dr. Fellows’ valuable discoveries, which is en- 
tirely unknown to the medical profession. It is 
not a catch-penny get up, such as a pad, belt, pas- 
tille, nor magnetic appliance, but sim ly a medi- 
cin to be applied externally on the parts affected, 
which cures by absorption. Send five 2-cent stamps 
for his “ Private Counselor,” giving, full informa- 
tion. Address Dr. R. P. Fellows, Vineland, N, J. 
and say where you saw this advertisment. 


* 


N. B.—Dr., Fellows begs leave to say that he is 
&n Infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro. 
Liberals, your patronage 18 solicited. 


Monti 


H | 


Ca 


“ SHOPPEL’S MODERN HOUSES No. 3. 
. (Just Published, July 1, 1888) CONTAINS: 
À: colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. : 
A cardboar suppleme t, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces, for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for ing ihem together, 
While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it je more than a 


toy. itis in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled mogel of one of our 
pyt popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 
ers. 
55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000). 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1 New Design for a Chapel. " 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 


(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 
An Article on Villa Park Associations. 


SENT, PosTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE, $1. 
Address 
THE CO-OTEBATIVE BUILTING PLAN ASSON. 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored foi 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. : 

Price, six copies, 80 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies fo: 
Fi We wish that the friends of Freethought would 

istribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


CHRISTIANITY 


A REWARD FOR CRIM 
Substantiated by the Bible. 
BY 
O. B. WHITFORD, M. D. 
Price 16 Cents. | Per Dozen, $1.00 


THE TRUTH SEEKE 
Address $8 Clinton Place. New York. 


THE i 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION, 

From the German of MAX NORDAU. 


rfully written book —Phtla, Record 
A t powe y written book.—- a, Recerd. 
This Book is not a Book! It is a Deed! and 
those ne oppose it wall prove that they fear it.— 
Vienna News. rice, 50 cents. 
na “Address THE TRUTH SEEKER ÇO., 
33 Clinton Pl., New York. 


REPLY 
TO REV. L. A. LAMBERT'S 
“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.’ 
By B. W. Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priest 
ica] misstatement. 
Price Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 Cents. 


16 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 1, 188”. 


diiews of the Week. 


Tue eleven horse.car lines of the Brooklyn 
City Railroad were tied up last week Thurs- 
day by erder of the Knights of Labor. At 
the end of fourteen hours a settlement was 
reached, and the men went back to work. 
"The Knights claim that it wasa victory for 

' them. : 


Perer MASTERSON, a 
New York alderman, was 
killed last Sunday by 
being thrown from his 
carriage while riding in 
Central Park. 


Mont people got drunk 
on Christmas day than 
on any other day of last 
year. Within twenty- 
four hours from noon on 
that day the police ar- 
rested nearly seven hun- 
dred ** drunks.” 


GEN. Joun A. LOGAN, 


THE ORUER OP CREATION: 


A Discussion Between 
Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, 
Liston, seville. 


On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 


CONTENTS: 


I. ag of Creation and of Worship. ByHon. 


E. Gladstone, 
II. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 


preters of Nature. By Prof, T. H. Huxley. 
III. Postsoript to Solar Myths. By Prof. Max 
ulier. 


of Illinois, the candidate 
for vice-president on the 
Republican ticket in 
1884, died in Washington’ 
last Sunday afternoon of 
rheumatism and brain 
disease. General Logan 
was born in Murphrys- 
boro, IlL, in 1826, and 
was of Irish descent. He 
served in the war and in 
Congress for many years. 


Tar Rev. Dr. Samson, 
a Baptist preacher of 
this: city, will hold a 
‘conference of skep- 
tics”. every Sunday; for 
twenty-five ` successiv 
weeks, in: the lecture- 
room of the Berean Bap- 
tist church, where he will. 
* answer" all questions 
asked. by those who do 
not believe. in religion. ; 
Dr. Samson is an able man, but he is mis- 
taken in supposing that he will answer the 
questions of skeptics. He will merely dis- 
play his skill at evading them. 


PRESIDENT CrLEvELAND still suffers from 
rheumatism. 


Tre were twenty-six excise arrests in the 
city last Sunday. 


Governor Hitt has refused to commute 
the sentence of Mrs. Druse. 


Dr. McGuryy, the supporter of Henry 
George, has probably been suspended from 
his priestly functions, as he has not officiated 
at his church for two weeks. - 


Tae Knights of Labor pickets who hav 
been on trial in Amsterdam, N. Y., hav been 
held as disorderly persons, and required to 
giv $250 bail for their good behavior for one 
year. 


A PROMINENT life insurance man in Hart. 
ford, Conn., says that his experience and the 
records of life insurance hav shown him that 
young men of twenty years of age who ab- 
stain entirely from all kinds of intoxicating 
drinks hav a good prospect of living to be sixty- 
four years of age, while the moderate drinker, 
at twenty years of age, can only expect to liv 
to be thirty-five and a-half years old. 


Tur Rev. H. C. Higgins, of Kirksville, Mo., 
an inmate of the state insane asylum there, 
was found dead on the brick walk which sur- 
rounds the asylum last Saturday morning. 
Higgins had a room on the fourth floor. He 
had constructed a rope from his bedding and 
attempted to reach the ground, but, the rope 
breaking, he fell to the pavement and was 
killed. He was seventy-one. years old, and 
had been a prominent clergyman in Mis- 
souri. 


Os Christmas day Mr H. H. Warner, of 
Rochester, N. Y., made a free will offering to 
his responsible employees of & choice of 
$250,000 worth of stock in his business, 
or the same amount in cash, the decision to 
be rendered by July 1st, next. Mr. Warner 
is the founder of the Warner Astronomical 
Observatory and organizer and director of 
probably the largest proprictary medicin 
business in the world. This gift is in line 
with & purpose which he long ago formed to 
giv his responsible employees a share in 
his business when it was successfully estab- 
lished, —. —— 


whatsoever creepeth upon the 


IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. 
By Hon, W. E. Gladstone. 

V. Dawn of Creation. An Answer to Mr. Glad- 

stone. By Albert Reville, D.D. : 

VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. . By Prof. T. H. 


Huxley. . 
I. A Protos anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
on 


This is a new book and contains the latest discus- 
sion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of the | 


participants are a guarantee of its able character. i 
Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


THR TRUTH SEEKER CO 
83 Clinton PL, New 


York 


Gems of Chonght. i 


Tar work of persecution, torture, tyranny, and 
death to those who dared to dissent, as a matter 
of course, existed longer in the Romish church 


; than in its offspring, the Protestant, but this was 


only because its opportunities were more favor- 
able to it. So faras the newer church has had 
the power and the opportunity, it has shown the 
same bloodthirsty, ferocious, tyrannizing, and 
persecuting despotism—D, M. Bennett. 


Descartes lived and died 
a good Catholic, and prided 
himself upon having dem- 
onstrated the existence of 


God and of the soul of man. 


TURNED OUT TO GRAZE. 


Odds and Ends. 


WE hav long suspected Baron Tennyson of hav- 
ing the gout, and his latest poetical feat confirms 
the suspicion. 


THERE 18 4 man out in Illinois whose name is 
Joseph Gotobed. He 18 said to be of a very retir- 
ing disposition. 

A NEWsBoy who jumped from.the Brooklyn 
bridge into the river still languishes in jail. No 
one will undertake the job of bailing him out. 


In sixteen million years not a drop of water will 
remain on the surface of the earth.—R. A. Proctor. 
The outlook for the Prohibitionists grows gloomier 
every year. 


AN Illinois citizen became enthusiastic upon 
first Seeing the Atlantic ocean. ‘* Why,” he said, 
“it’s immense! grand! What a prairie it would 
make if it would only keep still !” 


AN austere-looking lady walked into a furrier’s 
yesterday. and said tothe yellow-headed clerk : “I 
would jike to get a muff.” ** Whatfur?" inquired 
the dude. ** To keep my hands warm, you simper- 
ing idiot," exclaimed the madam, crushing him 
like a thunder storm. 


He was a traveling printer, and being out of 
employment he hired himeelf out to a farmer. 
One day the farmer said : '*I want you to set that 
hen." * How do you want me to 8et her—full face 
extended and displayed 7” “No,” said the simple 
farmer; * condensed, in a * box." 


A Loxe head: Mrs. Greene: “Timothy, what 


hay you done with the letter that was lying on the 


bureau?” Timothy: ‘I put itinto the letter-box, 
ma'am." Mrs. Greene: * Oh, provoking! Didn't 
you see there was no address on the envelope?” 
Timothy : ** Yes, ma’am, but I thought you didn't 
want nobody to know who you was writin’ to.” 


Aman of tact always manages to get out of dif- 
fieulty, The clerk of the parish whose business 
was to read the “first lesson," came across the 
chapter in Daniel in which the names Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego occur twelve times,and 
finding it extremely difficult to pronounce these 
names, he went through the chapter referring to 
them as **the aforesaid gentlemen.” 


FASHIONABLE young woman (todealer): “I want 
to look at a cane that would be suitable for a 
Christmas gift.” Dealer: “For a young or old 
gentleman, ma’am?” Fashionable young woman: 
“Oh, quite young." Dealer: “ Do you know what 
size hat he wears?” Fashionable young woman: 
“ Five anda half, I think.” Dealer: *I see, The 
largest size will please him best. The smaller the 
hat, ma’am, the larger the cane.” 


A youne man living in Arkansas, wrote to his 
father in Daviess county, Ky., some months ago 
the following. He said: “ A Campbellite preacher 
once came into these parts and one Sunday after- 
noon went to see some of the families down in the 
Lake settlement, At one house he asked the lady 
where her husband was. She replied: ‘Heis out 
hunting.’ * What,’ said the preacher, ‘Has he no 
fear of God?’ ‘Oh, no! she replied,*he has his 


gun and dogs with him.’ The preacher then in- 


. And Noah went forth, and his sons, and his sons’ wives with him; every beast, every creeping thing and every fo wl, and 
earth, after their kinds, went forth out of the ark.—Gen. viii, 18, 19. 


quired, ‘ Hav you any Campbellites about here, as 
they call them?’ She replied, ‘I really don't know, 
my husband hunts and kills all sorts of varmints 
and stretches their skins -on the side of the house. 
Youcan go and look at them and see for your- 
self)" The preacher, of course, did not examin 
the “ varmints’” skins to find a Campbellite, but he 
no doubt concluded that they needed à missionary 
in the Lake settlement. 

“I pipn’t intend that you should see it just yet» 
George,” remarked a young wife to her husband, 
“and I was afraid that you might think me fool- 
ish to spend so much money for a chair, but 1t is 
so comfortable and luxurious, and I thought you 
would be pleased —" * Pleased !” he repeated en- 
thusiastical]y; "why, I am delighted. Its just 
what I've wanted for a long——" “Oh, it isn't for 
you, George, dear, iva for mother.” 


CALLED BACK. 


We rather thought, Padre McGlynn, 
You somewhat of a goose, 

When you came out and stepped aboard 
The Henry George caboose. 


And now you see we were not wrong, 
For you hav raised the dander 
Of him who livs m ancient Rome, ] 
Your daddy, Proper-Gander. —Life. 
A MOTHER gave her little boy two bright new 
pennies and asked him what he was going to do 
with them. After a moments thought, the child 
replied : “I am going to giv one to the mission- 
aries, and with the other I am going to buy a stick 
of candy.” After a while he returred from his 
play and told his mother that he had lost one of 
the pennies. * Which did you lose she asked?" 
“I lost the missionary penny,” he promptly 
replied. 


A MILESIAN living on Morgan street recently re- 
tained a lawyer to procure a divorce for him from 
his wife. '* What grounds hav you for the applica- 
tion?” asked the lawyer. ‘‘ Well sor,” replied he, 
“ me wife, Mary Ann, wasa widdy twhin I married 
her, an’ she diz be blowin'in the wages I makes 
at the gas foundhry fur masses fur her other old 
man, an’ I can’t be shupportin’ her here and him 
in purgathory at all; that’s me case, sor, an’I 
want th’ bill afore next pay day.” ; 


“How marvelous this charm of Christmas 
time,” said a lady to her husband, “There is 
something in the very air that thrills, and kindles, 
and ennobles. How can anyone deny the divine 
origin of the day in the face of this universal 
kindly feeling, this ‘good-will toward men,’ that 
can only be heaven-born.” ‘Yes, indeed,” he re- 
plied. ‘‘ What is it you hav there, my dear?” 
“It’s the satin lining for the table scarf I'm mak- 
ing for Mrs. Crabapple. She sent me a bureau 
cover last year with common silesia, and I fancy 
that when she sees this four-dollar lining, she will 
feel cheap enough.” 


REDUCED TO $1.00. 
THE STORY HOUR. 
A Book for Children and Youth, 

.. BY MISS SUSAN H. WIXON. 
Over a hundred fine illustrations. 
‘Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


As a reward for his exer-" 
tions, his old friends the 
Jesuits put his works upon 
the “Index” and called him 
an Atheist; while the Prot- 
esiant divines of Holland 
declared him to be both & 
Jesuit and an Atheist, His 
books narrowly escaped be- 
ing burnt by the hangman, 
. . and he war driven 
into subterfuges and eva- 
sions which were not wor- 
thy of him. **Yery cow- 
ardly,” you may say; and 
so it was. But you must 
make allowance for the fact 
that in the seventeenth 
century, pot only did heresy 
mean possible burning or 
imprisonment, but the very 
suspicion of it destroyed a 
man’s peace and rendered 
the calm pursuit of truth 
difficult or impossible. 
Let those who are sure that 
they would hav done better 
throw stones at him. Ihav 
no feelinga but those of 
gratitudeand reverence for 
the mau who did what he 
did, when he did; and a 
sort of shame that anyone 
should repine against tak- 
ing a fair share of such 
treatment as the world 
thought good enough for 
him. — Huxiey's Lay Ser- 
mons. 


Tur man who in his day 
was the grandest of Free- 
thinkers; the man who 
dared question even the au- 
thority of Moses; the man 
who said. It har been said by them of old time so 
and so, but I say unto you something else; the 
man that dared utter new thoughts concerning 
God, concerning practical questions of morality; 
the man that dared even criticise the very heart 
of the nation, the temple and ıts worship; who 
dared touch the people in the most sensitiv and 
tender part of their religions life—he has been 
erected into a despot and set up as an enemy to 
that which he himself practiced ; held up as a rea- 
son for our not doing that which he sets us an ex- 
ample of doing in the grandest possible way.—Sav- 
ages What Are Brains For? 

O Freepom ! thou art not, as poets dream, 

A fair young girl, with light aud delicate limbs, 

And wavy tresses gushing from the cap 

With which the Roman master crowned his slave 

When he tok off the gyves, A bearded man 

Armed to the teeth art thou; one mailed hand 

Grasps the broad shield and one the sword! 
—Witltam Cullen Bryant, 

Tur smallest pilgrimage was that to Rome; the 
greater, that to the Holy Land, by which the 
palmers obtained remission of their sins and also 
were shown by the monks of Egypt, Sinai, and 
Palestine many interesting relics, and vestiges of 
supernatural events. They were shown the barns 
which Joseph had built, vulgarly called the pyra- 
mids; the bush which had burnt befora Moses 
and was not consumed, and the cleft of the rock 
out of which he peeped at the “back parts” of 
Jehovah; the pillar of salt which was once Lot’s 
wife, and which, though the sheep licked it out of 
shape, was continually restored to its pristine 
form; the ruins of the temple which Samson 
overthrew; the well where Jesus used to draw 
water for his mother when be was alittle boy, and 
where he used to wash his clothes; the manger in 
which he was born, and the table on which he was 
circumcised; the caves in which the disciples 
concealed themselvs during the crucifixion, and 
the cracks in the ground produced by the earth- 
quake; the tree on which Judas hanged himrelf 
and the house in which he resided, which was sur- 
rounded by the Jews with a wall that it might not 
be injured by the Christians,—&Aeade's Martyrdom 
of Man, 

To ask for evidence is not generally regnrded ag 
a symptom ofadiseased brain. Delusions, illu- 
sions, phantoms, hallucinations, apparitions, 
chimeras, and visions are the common property of 
the religious and the insane. Persons blessed 
with sound minds and healthy bodies rely on 
facts, not fancies—on demonstrations instead of 
dreams. It seems to me that the most orthodox 
Christian must admit that many of the miracles 
recorded in the New Testament are extremely 
childish, They must see that the miraculous 
draft of fishes, changing water into wine, fasting 
for forty days, inducing devils to leave an insane 
man by allowing them to take possession of swine, 
walking on the water and using a fish for a pocket- 
book, are all unworthy of an infinit God, and are 
calculated to provoke laughter—to feed suspicion 
and engender doukt.—Colonel Ingersoll. 

As supernaturalism retires to tbe rear, and ra- 
tionalism and a belief in the laws of the universe 
advance and are looked to for guidance and wis- 
dom, the more the happiness of our race will be 
secured, and the sooner will the enmity and cruel 
jenlousies arising from diverging religious creeds 
cease to hav an existence among the sons of men, 
—D, M. Bennett, 
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A Christian woman in Northwest Dakota, whose favorit phrase was, ‘‘ The Lord is my shepherd,” etc., was recently lost in a snowstorm and. devoured by wolves.—Newspaper Clipping. 


Hotes and Clippings. 


Waryines multiply. While standing dur- 
ing the opening prayer on Sunday, Dec. 26th, 
with the congregation of the Winter Hill Con- 
gregational church in Somerville, Mass., of 
which he was a member, the Rev. Dr. 8. H. 
Keeler, a man of 86 years, fell dead. 


Jupaine from the way money is coming 
into the benevolent treasuries of the various 
denominations, it looks as though a good 
many people were spelling missions with an 
o—o-missions. By-and-by, if things go on in 
this way, it will be oh-missions! It is a bad 
spell.— Chicago Advance. 


ABNER Magoun, of South Hanover, Mass., 
visited New York a short time ago, and took 
rooms at the Fifth Avenue Hotel. He is 
crazy on the subject of religion, and imagins 
that he is a savior like Jesus Christ. He made 
known his divine mission, and was committed 
as a lunatic. ‘Nineteenth-century messiahs 
meet with poor encouragement. 


ARTHUR E. SAUNDERS and Alfred W. Gran- 
ger, of Westfield, Mass, were recently ar- 
rested for violating the ''Lord's" day by 
fishing for pickerel through the ice at South- 
wick ponds on a Sunday. At the trial they 
produced several witnesses to prove that their 
catching of a fish was a work of charity, and 
was not done until attempts had been made to 
buy one to satisfy the craving of a sick 
woman. One of Southwick’s doctors testified 
that he had ordered a fish for young Saun- 
ders’s mother, who was recovering from 8 
Serious illness. 'The young men were dis 
charged, 


No attention is paid in New Orleans to the 
new Sunday closing law, and no effort is 
made teenforceit. Alaw will not avail much 
unless there is public sentiment back of it. 
Sunday is the busiest day of the week there 
for the theaters, and for many of the stores, 
while cocking-mains and other such amuse- 
ments are publicly advertised for that day. 

Ir is now definitly settled that Father 
McGlynn is suspended from his clerical func- 
tions. Whether or not he will go to Rome 
has not been made public. The best way 
for Brother McGlynn to put the matter at rest 
would be to send the pope his address, with 
an invitation to call the next time he comes to 
New York to see the city, and then await re- 
sults. 

Tar following statement is by a Catholic 
bishop of France, and its accuracy is attested 
by a writer in a Protestant journal of this 
city: “We need not deceive ourselvs, gen- 
tlemen; the mass of our people is no longer 
Catholic except in name. The majority are 
pure Deists, if they are not avowed Material- 
ists. The special doctrins of Catholicism are 
no longer held except by a continually de- 
creasing number of the laity.” 


Tux Philadelphia Inguirer says, sarcastic- 
ally: “Among the demands of the striking 
street-car drivers in Brooklyn is a recognition 
of the dogma that ‘if a man is compelled to 
work for.a living he is nevertheless a man, 
and should be treated as such, and not as one 
of the brute creation.’ These men are pre- 
posterous. Street-car horses never make 
more than two or three trips a day; they are 
well fed and comfortably housed, all at the 
company’s expense, and we should like to 
hear of a street-car company that treats its 


men as well. Not want to be treated as 
brutes! We venture to assert that the com- 
pany never had the remotest intention of 
treating them that way.” 


At a meeting of the St. Louis Evangelical 
Alliance, a resolution was presented saying 
that since the recent resolution of the Alliance 
condemning the ballet had seemed to imply 
an approval of the opera, and thus tended to 
the disparagement of the character of the 
Christian ministry and Christianity itself, 
therefore the Alliance heartily disapproved of 
all theatrical plays and performances whatso- 
ever as worldly and carnal divertisments, un- 
becoming the Christian character and conver- 
sation; that they disapprove of the opera, 
because the art of music was invariably more 
or less combined in it with carnal and worldly 
displays, and that they warned the members 
of their churches not to frequent the opera in 
any place, or any other theatrical display apt 
to make people worldly, carnal, sensual, and 
criminal. 

Tue trustees of the chief public museums 
of this city seem to be seriously considering 
the question of Sunday opening. Such a cqn- 
sideration can lead to but one result. This is 
a result for which those who favor a rational 
and humane observance of Sunday by those 
whose only day of leisure it is can afford to 
wait. Among the trustees of the Museum of 
Natural History, Mr. Morris K. Jesup seems 
to be the most strongly opposed to the Sun- 
day opening. His wishes are entitled to spe- 
cial respect because the museum owes to him 
what those who are able to inspect it on week 
days know to be one of its chief attractions— 
the admirable collection of native woods. If 
he should be outvoted, it would be feasible to 


Screen the collection from the sacrilegious 
gaze of Sunday visitors, or to put upa placard 
setting forth the wish of the giver that his gift 
should not be looked at by them. Such a re- 
quest it is not lightly to be supposed that they 
would disregard.— 7 mes. 


Tae New York excise commissioners hav 
decided not to license places of amusement in 
the vicinity of churches. They should hav 
added, especially Catholic churches, since 
the Catholic church runs New York. The 
decision was rendered in the case of Webster 
Hall near St. Ann's church. The proprietor 
is a Jew, and probably objected to buying 
his license of the priest. Hence the priest 
protested, and the license was refused. 


A Mersopist clergyman of Chicago has 
prepared an Index Librorum Prohibitorium, 
which he submitted to a council composed of 
his fellow-ministers. The Index includes, 
among others, the works of Charles Dickens, 
Frangois Voltaire, Ernest Rénan, Oliver Wen- 
dell Holmes, George Elliot, Matthew Arnold, 
and Theodore Parker. The writings of these 
authors hav, according to the reverend censor, 
been injurious to the minds of their readers, 
and it is likely that, if he possessed the power, 
he would hav them publicly burnt after the 
manner of the inquisition and of John Calvin. 
The Chicago Times remarks that ‘‘ the author 
of the new Index is probably one of ‘those 
well-intentioned persons,’ of whom Dickens 
spoke, ‘who do not perceive the difference 
between religion and the cant of religion, 
piety and the pretense of piety, a humble rev- 
erence for the great truths of scripture and an 
audacious and offensiv obtrusion of its letter 
and not its spirit in the commonest dissensions 
and meanest affairs of life.’” 
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to Mary. The Father and the Holy Ghost have 
been constantly neglected. All warmth. of affec- 
tion, all glows of feeling, have been poured out upon 
the earth deities. They have had the poetry of the 
church. .The glories of art have clustered around 
them. They are thé fountains of perpetual interest. 
They are the sources of enthusiasm. Christ has al- 
ways been the power of Christianity. 


Communications. 


The New God.* 


Again, the God of the future must be a limited 
God. An unlimited God is no God at all. The mo- 
ment anything becomes unlimited it ceases to be an: 
object of thought, and becomes as nothing. Prac- 
tically, it is nothing. We cannot think infinite space 
or infinite time—and there is no such thing for us. 
Real space and real time, that which we can picture, 
conceive, imagine ; that which is related; that which 
contains things, events, persons, powers, are finite, 
are -bounded, are limited. We can think nothing 
else. So with God. If we are to hav a real God, he 
must be subject to limitations. He must be hedged 
in, or we cannot picture ‘him—there is no thought of. 
him... An infinite God. is an infinite nonentity—a 
mental negation. He is of no use. Nothing is just 
a8 good us the infinite. Neither is definable, and so 
neither is serviceable. The finite is the. practical. 
Mankind has never been satisfied with a limitless 
God. The doctrine of the trinity is an attempt to 
break up the barren conception of infinite being—to 
give some outline and color, some relation, some 
companionship, to God. The.trinity was an endeavor 
after a conceivable God, after limitation, and compre- 
hension, and imagination. All the glorious pictur- 
esque deities have been limited finite deities: There 
is no poetry in the infinite. You cannot put it into a 
single dramatic situation. It has no incidents. To 
give a chance for poetry, passion, pathos, sublimity, 
there must be three at least, and not one. Man is com- 
pelled to believe in a triune—that is, a divided, lim- 
ited, bounded, related God—in order. to believe in. 
any God at all Such is the assertion of orthodoxy 
itself, There must be a trinity, it affirms, in order to 
have a God that can by any possibility be recogniza- 
ble by the human mind. Every religion. must have 
more gods than one, or it. would die:of starvation. 
It would have no spiritual or intellectual nutriment. 
Art must have a thousand gods. As Goethe says, 
polytheism is necessary to art. . It must have gods 
many and. finite. The gods of Greece—they are the 
gods that make art, poetry, romance; they are the 
gods that make music, that. fill the heavens with 
color, that.m&ke all nature a storehouse of wondrous 
pictures and imageries ; they are the gods that-haunt. 
hill, and dale, and piney grove, and sparkling foun- 
tain; they are the gods that we-see flashing glori- 
ously in the dim woods, or resplendent on the moun- 
tain heights; they are the gods that sit upon the 
clouds or-build palaces in the evening sky ; they are 
the gods that wheel the sun on its glowing round, or 
pour the glittering moonbeams ; they are the gods 
that: come to human sense, that radiate in the human 
mind, that thrill, enchant, till poesy beconies the 
voice. of every bosom, and genius kindles the imagi- 
nation of the rudest worshiper. Christian theology 
was no improvement upon the magnificent mythology 
of Greéce. i 

When Pan bade farewell to this world and Christ 
appeared, poetry ceased to be for centuries, and art 
was entombed in a sepulcher more lasting than that 
of the son of Joseph. : The soul of man wandered 
amid the barren speculations of the philosophy of 
the infinite, and there was no light and joy for the 
common way, only so far as Greek mythology re- 
mained in the face of Jesus, and the blessed halo of 
ihe Virgin Mary. In the new God we must have the 
splendor, the vividness, the distinctness, the imagery 
of the Greek mythology. We must have a God 
limited, comprehensible, understandable—a God of 
outline, of color, of relation—a God that is something, 
not nothing; that is physical, not metaphysical. We 
want a man-God, and not a shadow-God. 

So, again, I say, the new God must be a 
thoroughly human God. He must be anthropomor- 
phic. He must have body, parts, and passions. He 
must be like ourselves, for we niake him out of our- 
selves. His substance is humanity and all the 
noblest qualities of our own being. His virtues are 
our virtues, his thoughts our thoughts, his feelings 
our feelings. He is our representative on the hights 
^ of life, woven from every fiber of natural existence. 
He is our image, thrilled with our life-blood, bone 
of our bone, flesh of our flesh. The gods of poetry, 
of art, are always human—intensely human. The 
divine is but the concentrated elixir of the human. 
All the gods are earth-born, and they mount the 
skies. They go from earth to heaven. This is the 
constant procedure. No God ever came from space 
any more than a tree or a flower. Every God smacks 
of the soil. He grows from it, and holds his title to 
divinity from the natural power that glows within 
him. Christianity was compelled to have its earth 
deity or it would have died on the dreary shores of 
speculation. It had to have its Jesus—the son of 
man—with the face of a man, the heart of 
a man, the brain of a man, who could eat, 
drink, sleep, walk, and talk like the rest of us. All 
the worship of Christianity has gone to Jesus or 


In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o'er the wrecks of time. 


This is the song of religion. It could have no 
song, no rhythm, no movement, no dynamics, without 
this human picture—without this man like ourselves 
—made ideal and beautiful in suffering and glory. 
Every God has been a man-god, and, must.be. It is 
not the fault of religion—it is the eternal necessity of 
nature. - Man cannot worship an abstraction; he can 
not bow. down.to the unknowable; not knowing, he 
does not care. Man will worship only what he.sees 
and knows.: He. can worship nothing else, he can 
love nothing else, he can aspire to nothing.else.. Man 
cannot wish to-be other than himself. "This is im- 
possible. He cannot think of anything. greater than 
himself. His gods, therefore, are simply himself— 
-ennobled and majestical, with ampler conditions—but 
still himself. In the bosom of every deity beats his 
burning heart; in the brain of Jove and. Jehovah 
radiates his glittering mentality. We cannot violate 
this law in the making of our new God. .He must be 
entirely human: We must make him in our own im- 
age, or we cannot pronounce him good. He must be 
our fellow-being ; he must be made of our affections, 
of our sympathies, of our aspirations, of our thoughts, 
of our virtues. He must be the transcendent. ex- 
.pression of simple human nature; he must. be with 
man and of man;.no less . than, no more than, man; 
the choice extract of humanity; the intensification of. 
our mortal being. = i 

Moreover, the God :of 
imperfect God. .A. perfect God. would -be a per- 
fect failure. Perfection is the beginning of decay. 
It is the end of progress. - It is nothingness ; 
for after perfection there is no more—no more 
life, no more growth, no more struggle, no. more 
attainment. .Perfection is death. A perfect God 
would be a.dead God. He would do. nothing; 


of life. It is the source of .all wisdom, of all energy, 
of all labor. It is the creative power; it is the soul 
of evolution, . With. impérfection there is something 
to attain—there is a future, there isa best. With 
perfection there is no future, no best, no charm. Im- 
perfection is the artist, the poet. It shapes and re- 
shapes. It is never satisfied. It eternally goes on. 
It is forever new, forever bright. It is what makes 
folks interesting, and God among the rest. I don’t 
like perfect men and women, if there are any. They 
are altogether too nice. They cannot keep you 
awake. They have no points. They are so smooth 
that there are no electric. flashes. They never stir 
you. Perfection is the height of stupidity and dull- 
ness. We never want to reach it. It is like putting 
on grave-clothes. Imperfection is the salt of the 
earth. It keeps things fresh. Mistakes and failures 
are the occasions for growth and new power. To fall 
is to rise; to go wrong is to create a greater motive 
to go right the next time. We gain wisdom by being 
compelled to experiment. An infinitely perfect; being 
could not be a wise being. He would have no power 
of choice. He would have to do right, whether or no 
—like a machine. r 
perfection. There can be no intellectual or moral 
perfection. In the very nature of things it is impos- 
aible. Wisdom involves choice—decision. It means 
that one can go wrong, and does go wrong, and so 
finds the better choice, the nobler decision. This is 
the road of virtue. It is upand down, down and up; 
it is failure and gain; it is folly and then wisdom. 
The wisest man has some time been the biggest fool. 
If he had not been the biggest fool he never would 
have been the wisest man. That is the way he got 
his wisdom. He learned it by his folly. Our mis- 
takes are our best teachers, our defeat is our disci- 
pline, our weakness is our strength. Pain is the 
mother of progress, ignorance compels information. 
We toil because we are dissatisfied ; we push forward 
because we see the better; we seek the future be- 
cause it is more briliant than the past. Our errors 
are the spurs to activity, our sins are electric batter- 
ies that make us niore splendid men and women— 
they give the sparkle and the vim. It is sin that 
makes the wine of virtue. ‘Take away sin, and virtue 


fiery impulse. I do not want perfection. I want 
that which is always growing—growing better, wiser, 
nobler, truer—and this cannot be except by constant 
imperfection. Of course we don’t want the same 
imperfection. Variety is the spice of imperfection, as 
of life itself. We must not stay where we are; we 
must change; we must pass from one imperfect state 
to another. To remain inactive is the infinite curse; 
to be to-morrow exactly what one is to-day is a 
damnable iteration. Better change for the worse 
than not change at all.. Do something different. If 
you cannot get a new virtue, then get a new failing. 


*A lecture delivered. before the Society of Humanity by 
Samuel P. Putnam.—Concluded. 


the future must be an. 


he would be nothing... Imperfection is the condition. 


All perfection must be mechanical |, 


would be like wax, something to be molded, not a 


You thus improve your possibilities, if not your real 
gain. Change is life; and life, in the end, is moral 
advancement. 


The New God must be a growing God, a changing — 


God, a God of life; not the same yesterday, to-day, 


and forever, but different, because he advances, be- . 


cause he reaches the new, the better, and the nobler. 
Only an imperfect God can be the living God—more 
beautiful to-day than yesterday, grander to-morrow 
than now ; a constant attraction, because a constantly 
new quantity, widening and brightening with the 
fresh horizons of the world. The New God is not 


far off, but close by-—just a little ahead of us—just a | 
little better than we—“ not too bright or good for 


human nature’s daily food." As we advance, he ad- 


vances ; as we grow, he grows; as we attain wisdom, ; 
s0.does he; as we acquire virtue, so does he. He is; 
simply a little farther along. than ourselves, that is : 
all; not enough to discourage, but encourage—just . 
enough to keep our spirits up, so that we keep on — 


trying. A perfect God would be of no avail, but an . 
imperfect God, striving along that upward path that 


we ourselves attempt—a kpautiful, glorious, entranc- . 


ing picture of what we mean to be—our heart's sweet 


hope—that God, the deepest of ourselves, the highest . 
of ourselves—ourselves in disappointments and in 

vietories—this is the God to which we surrender our- . 
selves with reckless joy. "Through this God we tri- : 


umph over fate; through this God we scorn death 


and disaster ; through this God life acquires worth; : 


through this God there is eternal progress. 


Again: the New God is a result, and not a cause; ' 


the product of the universe, and not its maker ; the cre- . | 


atee, not the creator ; the outcome of things, and not ` 
the beginning. The question of original cause must .: 


forever be abandoned. We cannot discuss it. A great 
Tt isa 
shadow and a myth—a fleeting imagery. Travel far . 


first cause is not in the vocabulary of science. 


as we may; it is still unattained. We know nothing : 
of the origin of what is. We simply know life itself. ' 
That is the fundamental term. Life is, and always `; 


was. We trace its path, but not its source. 
is only evolution, process, motion, change. Nature is . 
an eternal fact. That wall we cannot scale. What 


is on the other side no mind, however vast, can dis- 
cover. 


cepting facts. 
our guide, and the best we have. 
law-maker, not nature. Nature gives facts, not law. 


But man is the 


Law is our intellectual method, the classification of | = 


our intelligence. Nature is fact, ever on the. move, 


uncreated and indestructible. 


fruit and flower—any more than there are sea and 
sky. These come, and so God comes. 


We know not there is another side—that . 
there is anything more than phenomena. . Nature as... 
a fact breaks in lines of law upon the brain of man. . 
Law is our interpretation of nature—our way of ac- `“ 
It is our impression of things, and so . : 


There E 


As law is the result of ;: 
that fact in man's mind, so God is a similar result of .: 
the same fact in conjunction with humanity. .There ; 
is no God to bezin with, any more than there are’ - 


This is the ^ 


only possible God there can be—a created God. :In- ; 


the long process of time, choice elements may pre- ' i 
vail, and a superior and splendid power appear. God, " 


if there were one, could not make a universe, but the 
universe might make a God. And such might bethe 
New God—not the cause, but an effect; not ante- 
cedent, but consequence ; not going before, but fol- 
lowing after; not the root, but the blossom ; not the 
prologue, but the epilogue to the immeasurable 
drama of the. world, or rather an overture in the 
orch 


millions of years to tune the universe to the right. 
pitch in order that a respectable deity might be intro- 
duced. The older the universe the nobler the Gods.. 
As wine improves with age, so does the God-element; 
in humanity. It works itself clear; the lees settle, 
and the diamond sparkle discloses the subtlest 
flavor of excellence. zn 
Having our new God, with the characteristics al- 


ready noted, the question arises where to locate him. “ ` 


Shall we find some beautiful star for his residence? 
Shall we build him a palace in the sky? All Gods 
hitherto have been objective and parts of the 
natural world, and when they have disappeared as 
entities and remained as ideas or principles, still they 
have been put in the outward universe. Go where 
we will, however, there is no throne of God. The 
telescope discovers no deities. The divinities vanish 
as the stars multiply. If the undevout astronomer 
is mad, so also is the theological astronomer. He 
needs no God, The dissolving nebulz are the van- 
ishing points of the miraculous. 
telescope, like a burning focus, destroy every vestige 
of creation, and discover only evolution. There is no 
dwelling place for deity in the outward world—not. 
in evening's gold or morning's fire—not in star or 
sun, not in wind or wave, not in forest or hill, not in 
grotto or fountain’s play. Man makes the bubble 
divinity. It floats awhile in the air. It catches the 


The ‘glasses of the - 


thousand colors of heaven—more beautiful than all. ` 


gold and jewels; but it is only à bubble blown by man: `“ 
himself—his breath made it, and when Galileo's in- 
strument swept the starry skies it smote that bubble 
and it can never flash again. The universe sparkles. 
with divinity only in the effervescence of our 6wn con- ^. 


lation of manifold existence, not to be played., ` 
until after the instruments are tuned. It has taken. 


"m 
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sciousness. Strive as we may, we find no God in 
nature; no fatherhood, no motherhood, no love, no 
mercy, no goodness, no justice. Matthew Arnold 
endeavors to save a resemblance of God in the 
phrase, "The power, not ourselves, that makes for 
righteousness.” There is no such power. There is 
no righteousness in the universe outside of humanity — 
not a particle. Man is the only wise and good being 
that we know anything about. The stars are not 
righteous. They do not represent virtue. The sun 
is not good, nor the sea, nor the winds. Nature 
in her essence is absolutely indifferent to all morality. 
She cares not for beauty even. The beauty of 
nature is woven from our imagination. Take away 
our thought, our sense, and the magnificence of 
beauty disappears. Its home is within, not without. 
So with goodness; all goodness is human goodness, 
all virtue is human virtue, all wisdom is human 
wisdom, all righteousness is human righteousness. 
Matthew Arnold’s phrase is only a remnant of savage 
faith. The pure intellect disdains it. The pure in- 
tellect knows that nature is neither right nor wrong, 
neither good nor bad, neither righteous nor unright- 
‘eous. Nature has neither heart nor brain. There is 
no intelligence in nature,as we understand intelli- 
gence; no thought, no purpose, no choice, no wis- 
dom, no design, no progress, as we understand prog- 


ress. “Nature is no better to-day than she was’ 


yesterday, and no worse. Nature does not grow—I 
mean in substance. She simply changes her form, 
and for no reason that we can give—or nature either 
—and I suppose that is why we call her Dame 
"Nature. She does not reason, she does not provide. 
She does nothing except simply be, and glance from 
mask to mask of eternal mystery. Ingersoll says 
that nature—simply nature—has no sense. Does it 
not seem so? She makes idiots; the blind, the 
lame, the halt. She makes disease catching instead 
of health, She makes millions of creatures to prey 
upon millions of other creatures. She makes death 
the most infinitely cruel and senseless thing that is 
possible to be. Nature is wasteful—a miser in re- 
gard to happiness, but a prodigal in regard to life. 
She wouldn't deviate a hair's breath to save twelve 
hundred millions of human beings. 

We cannot trust nature; she must be constantly 
watched. We have to carry umbrellas to ward off her 
sun and rain, wear overcoats to shield our bodies 
from her storm and cold, and shoes to keep clear of 
her mud and thorns. Every stitch of clothing is an 
argument in favor of Atheism. It proves there is no 
God. The shirt that the theologian wears is a pro- 
test against his creed. If he thoroughly believed 
his theology, he would go naked and unshaved. A 
new suit of clothes is a fresh argument against deity. 
Every time we shave we cut the friendly acquaintance 
of nature. Every tailor, every mason, every barber, 
every shoemaker, is practically Atheistic. They flour- 
ish because they take the place of God,.and do what 
he ought to do. Even the minister’s gown and car- 
dinal's hat are anti-theological, and flout thé meta- 
physics of the sermon. -Every drug we take, every 
dose of medicine, every doctor's case of instruments, 
every pharmacy, are demonstrations of nature's un- 
righteousness—they are means of warfare. We are 
always fighting nature. We must do it in order to 
live. On sea and land, on the, farm, in the shop, in 
the laboratory, in the hospital, at breakfast, dinner, 
and supper, when we lie down at night, when we get 
up in the morning and wash our faces, when we build 
the fires, everywhere except at the church and altar, 
we are fighting nature, trying to get the better of 
her, to gain an advantage. At the church and altar 
there has been a kind of armed neutrality. Theology 
has ‘been an attempt to reconcile man with nature— 
at the expense of man and for the glory of nature— 
in her rudest aspect, as witness Bishop Butlers 
“ Analogy,” the greatest of theological arguments, 
and which contains the substance of all theology. 
Butlers argument is this, that nature herself is or- 
thodox. Therefore if we believe in the benevolence. 
. Of nature, we must believe in the benevolence of the 
orthodox God. The only answer to Butlers Analogy 
is Atheism. . The attempted reconcilation fails. Man 
will not agree with nature. He cannot without be- 
ing a slave, a savage. Every stroke for civilization 
has been a battle with environments. The first plow 
wounded the heart of nature in man’s behalf. The 
first boat was the signal of liberty from her land 
forces. The first sail was a flag of defiance to the 
winds of heaven; the first steamship put its mailed 
breast against her waves; the first telegraph con- 
quered her lightnings; the first telephone gave man 
a chance to talk back, and say his say in spite of 
thunder; and the electric light is a proclamation that 
we can do without the sun and make our own day if 
need be. Nature is not divine. She gives no God, 
no righteousness—only eternal force, eternal fact. 
Nature does not even give law. Man gives law by 
the action of his own mind—no brain, no law. Man 
infuses into nature that order which to him is so ad- 
mirable. So nature, bare, simple, outward nature, is 
no palace for the new God. He is in the realm of 
mind only, in the heart and hope of man. He is sub- 
jective, not objective, and becomes an objective power, 


law, righteousness, wisdom, providence, virtue only 


* 


through the struggle of man. The God element is a 
human element. Itisideal,not real It is a process, 
not a thing.. It is not entity, but movement. It is 
essentially spirit, that is, motion. It is not existence 
Der se, but a mental exhibition of it. It is a stream 
of tendency, the ideal, the choice moments of exist- 
ence, the survival of the fittest in man’s mental stages, 
the stored-memory of the race of all that is good and 
beautiful, the magnificent power and presence accum- 
ulating through innumerable centuries; the splendor 
of heroism, the beauty of love, the grandeur of jus- 
tice, the glory of mercy. 

The poet has sung of this until his melody has re- 
created earth and heaven, and the sun has been made 
beneficent, and bursting with Apollo’s music ; and the 
moon is the lovely Diana, and the stars her glowing 
nymphs; and the forests, and the rivers, and the 
ocean caves, and the blue dome have radiated with 
effulgent forms. The painter has painted this, and 
the sculptor has carved it. It has rolled forth in 
mighty symphonies, amid whose jubilant notes joy 
wings its flight like a bird. In himself man has al- 
ways found the glorious consolation ; in himself, the 
sovereign majesty ; in himself, the throne of the in- 
visible; in himself, the luster of creation’s dawn, and 
all the wonder that will be. 
God. In ourselves we find the brightest and the 
best—in ourselves, not as individuals simply, but as 
one grand humanity. The sorrows of life, the pain, 
the disease, the death, the awful force of nature con- 
stantly thwarting, the vastness of space wherein 
thought sinks trembling, bind us together in a noble 
comradeship, such as no deity could ‘do. 

Because there is no God, therefore the strong shall 
aid the weak, therefore the skilful shall help the 
ignorant, therefore health shall administer to disease, 
therefore affection shall be more sweet.. Atheism 
makes the sublimest moral motive. It is the nurse 
of the most splendid virtues. Because there is no 
power above us we are to be our own providence. 
We invent. We build. We reconstruct. We re- 
mould. We plant. We reap. On the vast fields of 
nature we combat with her thousand forces, and under 
the flag of our united humanity make our homes, 
amid the harvests that our hands have wrought. 

Grander than all is our humanity, and the New 
God is not above humanity, but in and of it, the 
brilliance of its flowing life. In the making of the 
new divinity we reverse the plan of ages. The New 
God is subject, not sovereign; servant, not master ; an 
instrumentality, not a king of heaven. Heis for use, 
not for ornament. ' He is finite, not infinite; human, 
not superhuman ; imperfect, not perfect—a strug- 
gling, growing, achieving God—a changing God. 
Man is the maker, and the power and authority of God 
are derived from man himself. So long as this God 
represents the ideal of humanity—the beautiful, the 
sublime, the progressive—so long as it grows better 
with experience and is thoroughly humanitarian, so 
long as it makes harmony, and not discord, unites 
and not disintegrates ; so long as it is poetic, artistic, 
rhythmic, musical, evolutionary—so long as we make 
it and unmake it, get rid of it when we want to, and 
follow our own sweet will, so long as it and science 
will not quarrel, so long we will keep the new God ; 
but he must be ever the New God. He must not 
grow old. He must shine with glorious youth. He 
must be ever active, ever burnished, ever at his best; 
and when he comes to be anything less, and grows 
dry, cold, unimaginative, and unromantic—when he 
becomes dogma—then put him on the shelf. It may 
be best for the present to preserve and fructify the 
God-element, as the art and literary element of human 
life, as the shimmer of romance and the glitter of 
sentiment; but the highest excellence of humanity is 
when there are no Gods, neither new nor old, when 
man is all in all, cultivated, disciplined, lofty, the 
master of himself, the champion of his natural rights, 
and the lord of his own heart. 

I find thee not, designer of the skies— 
Shaper of worlds—the mind that planned the scheme 
By which the universe is smoothly run— 
The wisdom that from nothing made the whole 
And crowned the blank of space with perfect stars; 
Though search I every where from point to point, 
From sparkling sun to sun, from void to zone 
Packed with the glittering dust of million spheres ` 
I spy no throne for thee—no palace bright— 
No dazzling heaven—no holy dwelling-place— 
Whence thy great mandates drive the wheels of time; 
I see no angels hovering round thy car; 
No faintest motion of that car I catch 
Making new music in the fields of space; 
Ionly find the sweep of mighty Law, 
Unending, unbeginning, needing thee - 
No more than tossing billow needs the leaf 
That drops upon its bounding bosom swift. 
Outside of Jaw thou art not, and in law 
What more is working than pure life itself ? - 
The atoms are eternal, uncreate; 
They speed forever on their circling way, 

- Make and unmake the forms that flash and fade, 
Now congregate in splendor like the suns, 
Theu separate in fierce, diffusive fire, 
And with new motion whirl new heavens again. 
The world itself is infinite—in the past 
And in the future meets no shining bound, 
And throughout space no wall to hedge it in. 


It needs no deity; itself so strong— 
So beautiful—so orderly—so sure— 
No touch of thine is traced along its course. 


There is no outward |- 


E'en if thou wert, thou wert a useless thing— 
A hanger-on to law, a shadow vast, 
Out of whose empty breast no force is felt. 


-But as I look within my soul’s wide realm, 
Its thoughts, emotions, feelings, vague and dim, 
There is a ray ineffable—a flame 
Tender and mighty—a glory marvelous— 

A mystic and unfathomable light— 
The rich effulgence of a stainless fire 

Burning upon our being’s utmost heights— 
And to this perfectness of Nature's zest.— 
The blaze of virtue—excellence of self— 

The grandeur of the ever-beaming truth 
That bursts athwart the dome of inward life— 
To this I give the gracious name of God— 
This is the deity alone I find, 

To which I bow with utter reverence, 


Iscorn the outward deity of men, 

The sovereign of the skies—the image cold 

Of a dull terror and barbaric thought ; 

But to the infinite sublime within— 

The deity that honest manhood makes— 

To this I yield with ready heart and hand. 
——— 9-9 — — —— 


. Wanted, a Better Religion. 


A correspondent of the New York Hvening Posi 
BAYS: 


I was so impressed with the story of the deserted churches 
and decaying piety which Dr. Prime and your correspondent 
saw in their visits to a few special localities in New England, 
that I determined to examin the same proportional extent 
of locality in this city, to see if a similar state of things did 
not exist here. The result is that I find the condition of 
social and religious life in certain localities in this city is 
even worse than that which those gentlemen say exists in 
localities of corresponding extent in New Englund. 

I hav lived all my life in New York, and by ancestry and 
choice I am a Presbyterian, and my children adhere to the 
same faith. I think I know of every Presbyterian church 
which has ever existed, or which now exists, in this city. I 
am not yet fifty, yet I can remember when my parents 
attended Dr. Phillips’s church in Wall street, and when I 
attended Sunday-school at the Brick church in Park Row, 
and Sunday-school anniversaries at the Tabernacle in Broad- 
way. About that time there were more than twenty Pres- 
byterian churches in the locality bounded by the Battery, 
Bleecker street, and the North and East Rivers. In fact, 
there was a church in each of the following streets: Broad, 
Wall, Nassau, John, Fulton, Dey, Murray, Chambers, 
Duane, Park Row, Roosevelt, Cherry, Catherine, Market, 
Rutgers, Allen, Rivington, Canal, Hudson, Houston, Spring, 
besides three in Brondway. Now there are but two Pres- 
byterian churches in that entire locality, and take away 
Trinity and St. Paul’s and two Methodist churches, there is 
not a Protestant church left. Theaters, tenement-houses, 
drinking-saloons, etc., etc., stand in their places. Is this 
conclusiv evidence that “the old faith" is dying out? I 
can remember when the great portion of the population in 
that section was church-going, educated, and refined. Mow 
few residé there, except those who swear, drink, quarrcl, 
and gamble. Isthisunquestioned evidence of the degeneracy 
of the children of church-going people in this city ? 


Chicago is nearly as bad. 


The. current issuse of the Knights of Labor, a Chicago 
journal, contains an editorial entitled ** A Plea for the Chil- 
dren,” addressed ‘‘ To the Ministers of Chicago." It urges 
ministers to ‘get less material for sermons out of dusty 
books, and more out of dusty factories and musty teuement 
houses.” It says that children brought up in unwholesome 
quarters hav before them an almost certain future of ig- 
norance, shiftlessness, and immorality. It charges that 
“this Christian civilization about which ministers speak so 
much seems bent only upon grinding young lives into coin.” 
In Chicago there are 3,750 children under fifteen years of 
age, und many of them under twelve yeurs of age, working 
all day in the mills, foundries, and factories. ''Over onc 
thousand of these are girls, who, besides carning twenty-five 
cents a day, are learning something by the contact with 
machinery and men." Between 1870 and 1880 the number 
of adult males employed in the United States increased 
twenty-five per cent; the number of children, fifty-nine per 
cent. In the tobacco industry seventeen per cent of the em- 
ployees are children, In commenting, the Knights of Labor 
says: “Are not these facts ominous, and their discussion 
more important than iufant baptism? Will the 
ministers of Chicago lock up their study rooms long enough 
to see what is going on in our city? ; Ask the salcs- 
girls how much they are fined for laughing? . Go to 
Minonk, where girls working in the tile and brick factories, 
wheeling bricks in the broiling sun, carn the bread their 
fathers’ wages taken out of a truck store will not buy, 

then come home and giv us a sermon on the beauties of 
Christian civilization." The dead earnestness of this plea 
and the accuracy of its statistics make it worthy of attention. 
The employment of children in factories has a tendency to 
lower wages until this employment becomes a necessity. In 
addition to this it injures the child in mind, in body, and 
character. 

To us it does seem as though that kind of so- 
called Christianity was dying out. Forms, ceremonies, 
beliefs, creeds, and shams that make one no better 
are worse than useless—they hinder Christianity 
which is love to God and man. Church machinery 
is usually very far from religion, very expensiv, and 
costs more than it is worth. G. F. Dewis. 

Corry, Pa., Dec. 26, 1886. 
; e 


For Mr. Reynolds’s Defense. 


Wm. Waterman, $1; Thomas Knight, $2; 8. H. Sand- 
ford, $1; J. E. Phelps, $1; Lyman Smith, $1; Wesley F. 


Mills, $2; John D. Powers, $8; F. H. Nicoles, 55 cents; R. 


W. Barcroft, $2.50; Peter Hope, $1; I. Child, 50 cents; 
Wm. Gray, Sr., $1; Benj. Parkins, $1; James Body, $i; 
Silas B. Latham, $2; Morris Johnson, $1; L. W. Gallup, 50 
cents; H. S. Brooks, 50 cents; Joseph Tibbits, 50 cents; 
David L. Evans, 50 cents; H. M. Dougall, 50 cents; L. 
Garlick, $1; W. Thorpe, $1; Jacob Allen, $1; George D. 
Lawrance, 25 cents; George Mincle, $1;*Chas. Massey, $1; 
Mrs. W. Thorpe, 75 cents; Ira Adams, $1; Wm. Francis, 50 
cents; B. Warner, 50 cents; D. H. Clough, $1; E. Daley, 
$1.50; Mrs. O. D. Sherman, $1.50. t 


20 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 8, 1887. 


pa ee Tae a eA pe i SS SS SSS URN URN 


To the Subseribers to the American Secular 
Union Fund. 


I conceive it my duty, from time to time, to make 
acknowledgment to the supporters of said fund, of 
all moneys received and how disbursed. The patrons 

_ of the fund will see the propriety of occasional state- 
ments from the treasurer. It givs an opportunity 
for correcting errors, and verifying their donations. 

I am not responsible for moneys others receive and 
expend for the American Secular Union, and shall not 
recognize as these funds moneys so received and ex- 
pended. I call the attention of the subscribers to 
this fund to the following, from the Constitution of 
the American Secular Union: 


SzoreTanius.—Article VIII. The Secretary’s duty shall 
be to keep the records, complete lists of members and other 
papers of the League, and also of the Board of Directors; 
to report promptly to the Board of Directors all facts com- 
municated to him by the secretaries of local auxiliary 
Leagues, and to prepare a careful condensation of the same 
for the Annual Congress; and to conduct sucha correspond- 
ence as usually pertains to his office. It shall be the duty of 
the Assistant Secretary to assist in this work under the Sec- 
tetary’s direction. : 

Treasvrer.—Article IX. The Treasurer, after giving 
Security satisfactory to the Board of Directors, shall receive 
and hold all funds of the Leagues subject to orders duly 
drawn by the Secretary and countersigned by the President.’ 
He shall report the state of the finances of the League at every 
Annual Congress, and oftener if required by the Board of 
Directors or Finance Committee; and upon the election of a 
Successor he shall deliver to him all the property of the 
League that he may hold. 


Subscribers wishing their money applied to especial 
purposes—such as the free distribution of tracts, 
pamphlets, etc., legislation for advancing the “Nine 
Demands,” aiding individual lecturers in the field, or 
any other legitimate purpose in the province of the 
American Secular Union—should clearly state to the 
Treasurer when remitting how they want their money 
used. On this point I quote from the Constitution, 
Article II., Sec. 5 and 6: 


. .$. To promote, by all peaceable and orderly means, prop- 

agandism of the great principles of religious liberty and 
equal rights, devotion totruth for its own sake, and universal 
brotherhood on the ground of & common humanity ; more 
particularly to establish a Liberal Lecture Bureau for the 
mutual benefit of hearers and lecturers, by which the forma- 
tion of local Liberal societies may be facilitated and stimu- 
lated, and by which Liberal lecturers of sufficient ability and 
unblemished moràl character, without the least discrimina- 
tion on account of their religious opinions, may be encour- 
aged, furnished with employment, and helped to devote 
themselvs to the Liberal cause. 

6. Inallother practica] and proper ways to promote the 
emancipation of the state from the control of the church, and 
tofoster the development of that natural intelligence and 
morality which constitute the necessary and all-sufficient 
basis of secular government. 


The following is a statement of the financial con- 

dition of the Union up to December 31, 1886. 
AMERICAN SEOULAR UNION FUND—REOEIPTS. - 

November 28th, Tenth Annual Congress receipts, per S. P. 
Putnam, $39.50. Subscriptions: Fred Koezly, $2; John 
Engstrom, $15; A. Pionnie, 00 cents; B. G. Smith, $10; 
Frank B. Hunt, $5; Helen H. Gardener, $5; J. E. Phipps, 
$1; S. Hunt, $2; F. M. Borden, $1; Mrs. Mary Johns, $2; 
Dec. 7th, Walter C. Wright, per T. B. Wakeman, $10; Mrs. 
C. Schofield, per 8. P. Putnam, $2; Robert Riddell, $2; A. 
F. Manert, $1; Wm. Wadsworth, $1; Dec. 10th, Dr. E. F. 
Beale, per TRUTH SEEKER, $1; Dec. 10th, John D. Powers, 
$7; N. H. Schwartz, $1; George Maddocks, $2; J. Mc- 
Clemont, $2; Stephen Carter, 50 cents; M. McCarty, 50 cts.; 
Mat. Whalen, 75 cents; Chas. Sach, $1; E. N. Dunckel, 
$18; Dec. 28th, R. W Bancroft, $2.50; Chas. Ahlstrom, $1; 
P. F. Spencer, 50 cents; Wm. Gray, Sr. (An. Mem.), $1; 
J. J. McCabe, $10; A. E. Smith, $1; Elmina D. Slenker, $1; 
E. M. Davis, $10; Wm. Mansfield, $1; John Price, $1; 
Mrs. Wm. Raynor, $1; Wm. Hunt, $2; total subscriptions, 
$164.75. 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

November 22d, Chas. H. Johnson, per S. P. Putnam, $5; 
Nov. 28th, D. A. Blodgett, per treasurer, $50; Dec. "th, 
blank book, 40 cents; Dec. 11th, Samuel P. Putnam, $50; 
total, $105.40. 


Editors of Freethought papers will please insert 
this communication and statement as written, as it is 
the only check between the American Secular Union 
and the subscribers to the fund. 

Cuas. Eoknganp, Treas. Am. Sec. Union, 

Society of Humanity Building, 28 Lafayette P]. 

New York, Dec. 31, 1886. | 


ro ———-— —— 
Lecture Engagements of Samuel P. Putnam. 


Martinsburg, West Va.......... eee Jan. 5, 6 
Greensburg, Pa... eese eee Jan. 7 
Pittsburgh, Pa......cccccsecossseccsssesceneeserstescssescevers Jan. 9 
Equo Jan. 10, 11, 12 
Alliance, O................. cesses: AEAT NT, 


Piqua, O..5. eere aer 
Cincinnati, O 
Rome, Ind............. 
Linesville, Pa 
Chicago; Il... s. iore eio oon a e eo ne ror nas ean ho aaia 
Nekoma, imp 
Fort Madison, Ia 
Belton, Mo............ 
Bavaria, Kan 
Salina, Kan........ .....leeeeeeese esee kasei ines 
Brookville, Kan............ cecsseceeeee es 

Fort Dodge, Kan............ eene 
Garden City, Kan 
Denver; Colssiiisess eres eere ece eese petet see 


The applications for his services in the field re- 
eeived by the secretary show the great interest that 
is felt in the work of the Union. From all parts of 


the country there is & generous response, and, with- 
out doubt, during the coming year the American Sec- 
ular Union will be well sustained. The contributions, 
80 far, manifest the excellent spirit of. its supporters. 
Courtlandt Palmer subscribes $200; Dr. E. B. Foote, 
Sr, $100; the Chicago Secular Union, $50, and 
others, as already noted, together with what has be- 
fore been paid into the treasury, accordíng to the 
report of the treasurer, published in. this issue. Re- 
ports will be made monthly, and the progress of the 
work made known. The secretary welcomes all criti- 
cisms, and will profit by them in the best manner; 
but when it comes to fighting, he will reserve all his 
fire for theenemy. He has no blows to strike against 
any Liberal He leaves his work to be judged by 
the good sense of the friends of the cause all over 
the country. He has only the best of wishes for 
those who differ from him. So far as they are in 
favor of Freedom he will coóperate in every possible 
way. But hewill enter into no contest with Liberals 
whatsoever. He has neither time nor inclination. 
He will answer all attacks simply by doing the best 
he can. When he is eonvinced that any mistakes are 
made, he will proceed to do better. We need all our 
force for the common enemy—for opposition to the 
tyranny and superstition in the world to-day. 

The American Secular Union no doubt will hav a 
prosperous year, and 1887 will not go by without 
seeing some advance for Liberty. The Board of Ap- 
portionment of New York city hav voted the sum of 
$10,000 for the opening of the museums on Sunday. 
This is the direct result of the work of the Union ; of 
the notable petition signed by the citizens of New 
York last year, under the management of our na- 
tional organization. There is no failure for us. But 
because our work is in the advance, we must use 
small means; but with small means we can accom- 
plish large results. Where the Christian: church has 
its thousand of dollars, we only hav one-or two; but 
what we do hav shall count for all that it is worth. 
In the spirit, therefore, of humanity looking forward, 
we hope that all friends will aid in the advance work 
of the coming year, and generously sustain the na- 
tional organization. Sanz, P. Pornam. 

——— 4 4-—— —— ——— ; 


A Chance for Practical Work. 


Under certain Catholic laws of 1864, amended in 
1881, '82, '86, and applicable to certain judicial dis- 
tricts of this state, committing magistrates could 
send children under five and not over sixteen years 
to institutions of the same religious faith as parents 
or guardians, the maintenance to be a county charge. 
For two years persistent and strenuous efforts hav 
been put forth to hav the Board of Supervisors of this 
county pay for about fifteen children committed to 
the Catholic Protectory at Buffalo and Home for 
Juvenil Delinquents at Rochester, N. Y. The board 
hav persistently refused to pay. On the final ad- 
journment a preamble and resolution were offered by 
one of the members, calling upon our representativs 
in Assembly and Senate to use all honorable means 
to hav said laws repealed, and during debate and be- 
fore adoption I secured an amendment applying to 
all religious laws, regardless of sect or denomination, 
whereupon the preamble and resolution were unan- 
imously adopted. The people of this coupbty are 
fully aroused. Many prominent lawyers came before 
the board, and addressed them on the law, stating 
the aims and objects of the Catholic church, charging 
them with hostility to our institutions, and calling 
upon the people for vigilance and a strict enforce- 
ment of the law, which, being bad, would cause an early 
repeal of same. Here is a chance for Secular work, 


and whoever in this state can use any influence with- 


assemblymen or senators, should at once commence 
work and assist our Cayuga county representativs in 
repealing all obfoxious sectarian laws. Sound the 
alarm along the line through your paper; rouse up 
New York city influence; bring to bear the strength 
of the State Association and Secular Union! People 
are reading, and watching, and awakening from their 
Rip Van Winkle sleep; and here is a glorious oppor- 
tunity, and proper efforts may secure from this legis- 
lature and the Constitutional convention our stolen 
rights. Epwarp Ross. 
Montezuma, N. Y. 


or 


Good Advice.” 


'" My son," says Robert J. Burdette, in the Brooklyn 
Eagle, ** I observe that you are pleased to be a little bit sar- 
castic on the subject of the ‘modern evangelist. Now, do 
let the evangelist hav his way, as well as the ‘ reformers.’ 
Let him go wheré the crowd is. He won't hurt the crowd. 
He doesn't teach the multitude to do anything wrong. Herr 
Most didn't get into jail for listening to Sam Jones. The 
Chicago Anarchists were not the outgrowth of a revival 
meeting. No Presbyterian elder, no Methodist class-leader, 
no Baptist deacon, has been indicted for throwing bombs at 
the police. There may hav been an Infidel or two, a Free- 
thinker, may be; an Atheist, perhaps, mixed up in that 
crowd of Anarchists; I do not positivly know, but theremay 
hav been; you can easily ascertain. But I do know that the 
deacon and the elder weren't there. None of Sam Jones’s 
converts were there. The evangelist may hav some odd, 
rough, funny ways of teaching, but he doesn't teach evil." 


What is the sophism of Bob's advice? I conceive 
it is this: Anachronism in the comparison of the 
evangelists and Anarchists. He takes the present 


evangelists, who hav got their boodle, instead 
of the by-gone evangelists who were fighting and 
striving to obtain their boodle for themselvs and 
successors. Cromwell was an Anarchist as re- 
gards royalty. Luther was an Anarchist as regards 
the papacy. George Washington was an Anarchist 
as regards British rule; so are the Fenians. Jeff 
Davis was an Anarchist to the Union. Jesus Christ 
was an out-and-out Anarchist; that is, if we are to 
take for granted that there existed such a person as 
is portrayed by the ecclesia and its books. All these 
Anarchists, the moment they gain their ends, hav 
their own plans ready to execute, and they institute 
a régime—a government which takes the place of the 
defunct or minority one. Theirs is no more Anarchy, 
and their future care is to keep their guns leveled and 
ready to shoot down any new-fangled Anarchism. 
Maybe Bob is correct in saying that the preacher 
and the deacon were not in the ranks of the Chicago 
Anarchists, for what would they want there? Yet I 
do not know. I would sooner suppose they were too 
busy guarding their already gotten boodles to inter- 
est themselvs in such a thing as current Anarchism. 
But their forerunners and predecessors, the founders 
of their systems, were Anarchists. 

Now as to the bomb. My impression when I first 
heard of it was that it was brought in and thrown by 
those who wanted to implicate the Anarchists. 


OBSERVER. 
—— eo 


Random Remarks. 


I hav observed there is a call for an album con- 
taining the cartoons of Taz Trors Seeker. It would 
be one of the best things- to lay on the table for 
visitors to look at. It would sell too. I hav bought 
a large dollar scrap-book to paste them on, but it is 
quite a cumbersome and troublesome affair. 

Considerable has been said and written by the 
readers and correspondents of Taz Truru SEEKER on 
Freemasonary. I know something about this matter 
that, if presented, would shed hglit on many im- 
portant points connected with it, and that without 
doing violence to the Masonic cause. It is a fact 
that only a very small percentage of even Masons them- 
selvs understand the system which they hav under- 
taken to honor. The question of the presence of the 
Bible is one of the points least understood. Mason- 
ry itself is pagan. It is not even Jewish. This 
question does not touch the “mysteries,” so called. . 
yet it is a deep mystery, unfathomable to ninety- 
nine out of one hundred of even the thirty-three de- 
gree Masons. It comes within the scope of the 
scholar and antiquarian, and such alone can solve it. 
Let me invite the Masonic correspondents of Tux 
Trure Seeker to try their hands on this question. 
The published authorized hand-books of Masonry tell 
the wide world that on their altar is placed the holy 
Bible, and that without it there is no Masonry. The 
* Landmarks" say the same thing, in substance, and 
add that Atheists are not allowed to be connected 
with Masonry. How came the Bible to occupy this 
position? And when? What was there before? 
4. e., on the altar and on the spot now occupied by 
the Bible? This is the grand question. Masons ` 
tell us without blushing that Masonry is older than 
Solomon of Palestine, and that it refers back to 
Egypt—that there it had its origin, where it buiit 
pyramids and other lasting monuments. May we not 
ask what was that which stood on its altar occupying 
the place where the Bible now has the honor to rest ? 
Masons also allow that in those days Masonry was 
better than it is now. Should not we then try and 
find out that ancient relic and restore it ou the altar 
as the legitimate occupant, and eject the profane 
Jewish-Christian Bible? Then, again, we are iu- 
formed every day that Turks, Hiudoos, Africans 
(heathen), Chinamen, Japs, etc., Brahmans, as well as 
Buddhists, are to be found not only to bold member- 
ship, but to possess lodges. What about the Bible 
in this case? A ‘Turk would see us all damned and 
helled before he would admit a Christian Bible on the 
altar of his Masonic lodge. Then does he put the 
Koran thereon? If he does, I do not see that his 
Koran would answer at all to the Masonic Holy Bible 
of the United States Masons. That would cut all 
Masonry in two, square through the vitals. Then 
would a Brahman or a Buddhist admit a Bible, 
whether in part or with its usual Christian supple- 
ment, to ornament his Masonic lodge? I rather 
think not; and more, even the sight of such a book 
would drive him to find purification for his person. 
Then what about a Chinaman and the Japanese, who : 
hav no reverence whatever for this Bible? There is 
a terrible inconsistency here somewhere. Who can 
explain it? May I ask some Mason, who is acquaint- 
ed with the Grand Orient of France, what does that 
body use on its altar in place of the Bible? I donot 
happen to know, and it is a question of interest to us 
all. 

Anti-masonic writers place Masonry among the 
pretentious and bogus organizations. I think I hav 
good grounds for believing that their representation 
is very false. There is asure link here which con- 
nects with the heathen religion of Greece and Asia 
Minor. Nay, there are several or many links. The 
heathen system is here without a doubt, perpetuated 
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under difficulties. Masons of high degree do not 
deny the fact, even when conversing with the pro- 
fane. Then what about Solomon, Hiram, the Tyrian 
king, and the two Johns of Jerusalem? What are 
these characters? The remote parent of Freemason- 
ry, which was neither Jewish nor Christian, was in- 
finitly purer and worthier than either Judaism or 
Christianity. The Jewish God is the devil borrowed 
from the regions of northern India, and reconstructed 
into number one God, but without stripping off his 
diabolic and cruel characteristics. The Christian God 


is the same. He is identical also with Typhon of 


Egypt. The Masonic god, sometimes entitled the 
* Great Architect of the Universe,” is not by any 
means identical with the Jewish God or with the 
Christian God. Sor-Awwox. 


— eoe 
The Primitiv Church at Rome. 


History says that when Peter and Paul came to Rome in 
the year 60, they found a Christian church established there 
(Editor of THE TRUTH SESKER). . ] 

The *Man of Sin" is sorry to hav to contradict 
the above statement in toto. The book’ of Acts, 
which is the only history we hav (if, indeed, it may 
be called history) of the incipient church at Rome, 
tells us in substance this: . 

Paul landed at Putioli (¢. e., Pontioli, formerly 
Dicearchia), and traveled by land to Rome, a distance 
of about a hundred and fifty miles. A few brethren, 
hearing of his approach, went out, and met him at 
Appii Forum, forty-three miles from the city. When 
he arrived at Rome, the centurion delivered him to 
the captain of the guard, who allowed him to reside 
where he pleased, attended by a soldier. After three 
days Paul called together the principal Jews and told 
them the cause of his being brought there as a 
prisoner. He alleged that he had been unjustly ac- 
cused by the Jews, and had appealed to Cæsar. He 
said he had nothing of which to accuse the people of 
his nation, and that it was on account of the hope of 

-Israel that he was bound with this chain. To this 
the Jews replied: 

We hav received no epistle from Judea against thee, and 
none of the brethren who hav come from Jerusalem hav told 
us any evil thing of thee. But we are desirous to hear from 


thee what thou thinkest, for this doctrin, we know, ts not re- 
ceived by anyone (Acts xxviii, 91, 22). 


This is the Syriac version, which is doubtless more 
correct than the Greek, for Paul spoke the Syriac 


' . language, and could not hav addressed his Jewish 


brethren in Greek. The Greek translator, or later 
scribe, took the liberty of amending the last sentence 
thus: “For as concerning this sect, we know that 
everywhere it is spoken against.” He doubtless saw 
that to admit that Paul’s doctrin was not received by 
anyone (i.e, scarcely anyone) in the great city of 
Rome, would be a bar to the claim set up as early as 
the time of Irenæus (a.p 190) that Simon Kepha, 
alias St. Peter, was bishop of Rome from the early 
part of the reign of Claudius to the close of the reign 
of Nero (i.¢., from a.n. 42 or 44 to 66 or 68). 

And they appointed a day, and many assembled and came 
to him at his lodgings (xxviii, 28). f 

Where, oh, where, was the church of Rome when 
the great apostle to the gentiles found no house of 
worship open for him in that great city, but had to 
proclaim the gospel to a handful of Jews át his own 
lodgings under the guard of a soldier? 

And now as to the time of Paul's arrival at Rome, 
Canon Farrar, in his elaborate “Life of St. Paul,” 
has compiled a table of dates of the apostle's life 
from twenty-six leading authorities, and to these we 
hav added nine more, including Dr. Davidson, Rabbi 
Wise, Smith's Bible Dictionary, and McClintock & 
Strong's Religious Cyclopedia. The result is curious. 
Three of the authorities decline to guess; thirteen 
guess, A.D. 61; five, a.n. 62; five, a.p. 63; two, A.D. 
60; two, a.p. 58; two, a.p. 56; one, A.D. 57; one, 
A.D. 59; and one (Wise), a.p. 65. 

The reason of this bewilderment is that Paul had 
been dead sixty or seventy years before Nero came 
to the throne. Paul doubtless went to Rome in his 
old age and died there. But there is no evidence at 
all that Simon Kepha (falsely called Peter) was ever 
there. He probably died at Babylon some twenty 
years before Paul went to Rome. 

The historical characters mentioned in the book of 
Acts, and known to hav lived in the first half of the 
first century, are: Judas of Galilee ; Annas, Caiaphas, 
and Ananias, high priests ; Gamaliel, lawyer; Theu- 
das, rebel; Herod Agrippa L; Herod Agrippa IT; 
Claudius Cæsar, emperor ; Pilate, Felix, and Festus, 
governors of Judea; Drusilla and Bernice, sisters of 
Agrippa II. f 

There is not a scintilla of historical evidence to 
connect a single one of these persons with Paul or 
with any apostle or contemporary disciple of Jesus, 
the adored messiah, much less with Jesus himself. 
But on the other hand we claim to hav discovered 
with more or less certainty in the works of Josephus 
traces of the following persons named in the book of 
Acts, all of whom lived and most of whom died before 
the Christian era: i 

Paul (Pollio the Pharisee); Manaen of Acts xiii, 1, 
Vulgate Manahen (Manahem the Essene); Stephen 


-Ph. D., S. T.D., LL.D., Baldwin Professor of Sacred 


A.D. 60 would no more prove the truth of Christian- 


(Onias, the martyr, ».c. 66); Herod (the Great), friend 
of Pollio and Manahem; Bernice, his niece; Agrippa 
(M. V.), ehief minister of Augustus Cesar ; Gamaliel 
(Hillel?), preceptor of Paul; Sopater or Sosipater, 
embassador of high priest Hyrcanus ; Silas (Silvanus), 
pretor of Ephesus; Tyrannus of Ephesus ; Secundus 
of Thessalonica (Jucundus?); Tertullus the orator 
(Nicolaus of Damascus); Augustus Cesar, Roman 
emperor, B.C. 31 to a.D. 14. 

Who but the first emperor was ever designated as 
Angustus Cesar? See Acts xxv, 21, 25, 26, and 
xxvii, 1, Compare Greek and Syriac. 

There are also two probable identifications of per- 
sons named in the fourth gospel, to wit: Malchus 
(Malichus), an attaché of the high priest Hyrcanus, 
B.C. 79-40; and Nicodemus, a minister of King Aris- 
tobulus, s.c. 64. 

The nucleus of all the gospel stories antedates the 
Christian era. But the text has been corrupted and 
enlarged so as to describe a mythical Jesus crucified 
under Pontius Pilate. ANTICHRIST. 


[We hav it upon the authority of Philip Schaff, 


Literature, Union Theological Seminary, New York, 
that “the earliest record of a Christian church in 
Rome we hav in Paul’s Epistle to the Romans 
(a.D. 58). Though not founded by Peter or Paul, 
who came to Rome in the year 60, it may possibly be 
traced to those ‘strangers of Rome, Jews and 
proselytes,’ who witnessed the Pentecostal miracle.” 
Whether or not history agrees with our statement 
must be settled by deciding whether or not Professor 
Schaff is reliable. The early history of the church 
is involved in such doubt and obscurity that it is at 
best but guesswork on the part of honest historians. 
By Romans it is learned that Paul had religious 
brethren in Rome, but probably they had not yet 
gone into the “dome business.” It is a matter of 
inconsiderable consequence, as a church in Rome 


ity than would a church in New York in a.p. 1887.— 
Ep. T$] - 
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Missionaries in China. 
: From Outing. 
Cuzz Foo, March 31st.—At anchor in this beautiful 
harbor of the province in which Confucius was born 
just 2,427 years ago. But a famous Protestant mis- 
sion at this place interested me on this occasion more 
than anything relating to the venerable sage. Some 
time ago, so the story runs, the head of this mission 
wrote home that he had purchased bricks, and had 
with them built a chapel in which his nativ converts 
could hold service. In a postscript to his letter it 
was stated that “with the few remaining” bricks a 
humble abode had been erected for himself. Those 
that I met made a joke of this by informing me that 
the house was twice as large and as costly as the 
chapel. I determined to investigate, and so, calling 
a boat, rowed ashore and started up a long hill to the 
mission in regard to which this unkind story was 
told. 

Chee-Foo is quite a.summer resort for the Euro- 
pean residents of Shanghai, and the men-of-war are 
apt to make a pleasure station of it. There is 
a small colony of merchants in the town, and between 
its prominence as a health resort and a trading sta- 
tion, about as agreeable an exile as can be imagined. 
I found the chapel, at last, on a hill commanding an 
extensiv and beautiful view of the water. The only 
visible furniture in this house of worship was a row 
of wooden benches., I commenced inspecting the 
premises from the outside when my attention was 
arrested by a lady who could be none but a mission- 
ary. You can never mistake them. I introduced 
myself as a stranger desirous of seeing her famous 
mission, whereupon she invited me in, gave me tea 
and cake, and an instructiv talk on her missionary 
life. The house she lived in was certainly more 
spacious and comfortable than that of many parson- 
ages I know. Such luxuries as glass window-panes, 
stoves, beds, etc. she had. Books and periodicals 
surrounded her. I looked upon her home as a 
palace, after what I had experienced of Chinese living, 
and even the homes of the Jesuits in Pekin. 

‘She told me that she had lived here many years, 
and when I expressed my wonder at her fortitude, 
she admitted that it was a hard life, but that she was 
sustained by the grace of God. 

Her salary is about $1,000, which enables her out 
here to liv on a scale that would be impossible at 
home under $10,000. She has an excellent cook at 
$6 a month. By the way, she pays her teachers, na- 
tiv converts, the same wages as her cook. 

She told me she had fifteen pupils. These she 
calls “converts.” She clothes and feeds them, and 
the cost of doing this for a year is $400 for the whole 
lot. All her work about the house and garden is 
done by converts on a sort of Christian cooperativ 
plan. She employs none that do not become con- 
verts. I asked her whether she had ever known of a 
Chinaman who had been converted strictly through 


his spiritual nature. 
recall an instance. 


She regretted that she did not 


It is necessary to board and clothe your converts 


if you want them to stay converted out here, mission- 
ary reports notwithstanding. 


However, my missionary friend wished me to bear 


in mind that she never resorted to paying Chinamen 
in cash for becoming converts, as, she said, “many 
missionaries do out here." 


I came away from this mission somewhat depressed 


in mind regarding our workers in the Lord's Chinese 
vinyard. 
pocket-money into the church plate after a sermon on 
foreign missions. 
picture of the sufferings endured among the heathen 
for the spread of the truth. I was told that millions 
of benighted souls were yearning for the “light,” and 
that we had but to raise the money and ship off a 
missionary in order to draw into the Christian fold 
thousands of lost heathens who spend their lives in 
sunning themselvs under cocoanut-trees, and worship- ` 
ing sticks and stones. 
derstand that the nativs lined the shore of every 
heathen country, and that the Christian emissary had 
but to address them in order to win their hearts to 
himself, and their souls to Christ. 
foreign missions I had once entertained was certainly 
not strengthened by this day's experience. 


Once at school I put a whole week's 


The pastor had drawn a touching 


I was distinctly given to un- 


The faith in 


This 
woman evidently supposed that she was about her 
masters work. She undoubtedly believed that she 
was doing good. But for the life of me I could not 
but think that in this delusion she was as much of a 
heathen as the benighted creatures around her.* 


* It is not unlikely that one reason why our missionarics 
make so little headway among the followers of Confucius is 
that the best of them must hav difficulty in following the cle- 
vated precepts of that illustrious philosopher. For instance, 
when asked what he considered the most valuable of pre- 
cepts, he answered: ‘‘Do not unto others what you would 
not hav them do to you." - 

—— 9. ——————— —— 


Lectures and Meetings. 

Capt. R. C. Apams, of Montreal, is delivering before the 
Freethought society of that city a course of lectures on 
“ Business Morality.” The lectures are reported every Mon- 
day by the Montreal Gazette. They are of a very able and 
interesting character. Captain Adams is the author of the 
work, ** Travels in Faith,” and is among the ablest and most 
activ of the Canadian Secularists. 


From the beginning of his fall campaign to the last of De- 
cember, J. E. Remsburg delivered one hundred and forty-six 


lectures. His appointments for January are as follows : 
Waterloo, Ind................... cene Sat., Sun., 1, 2 
Montpelier, O..................-.-. Mon., Tues., Wed., 3, 4, 6 
Adrian, Mich...... eese ne Thurs. 6 
Bowling Green, O............. eene Fri. 7 
y So PE icdsey cons dseasa@asaseteeeesieags conesasea Sat. 8 


Metamora, O.............. eee Sun. Mure 9 


Berkey, O....... Sun. (afternoon) 9 
Sylvania, O...........c eene Sun. (night) 9 
Laingsburg, Mich........... VASE ee ken gus Mon., Tues., 10, 11 
St. Johns, Mich Wed. 12 


Fremont, Mich....... 
Wayland, Mich 
Nashville, Mich................. een Sat., Sun., 15, 16 
Scotts, Mich............. Mon. 17 
Kalamazoo, Mich...... 

Belding, Mich.......... 

Charlotte, Mich................eeeenn n Thurs. 20 

His work during the remainder of the winter will be con- 
fined to Missouri and Illinois. 

eoo 
Does Socialism Mean Faith? 

It is the practice of most denominational, and many secular 
journals, to identify Socialism with Anarchy, and then to 
represent all Socialists as **Infidels." In view of this fact, 
the following paragraph with which Laurence Gronlund, an 
able Socialistic author, closes a letter in the Chicago Inter- 
Ocean, has a timely interest: ‘I can only add that there are 
numerous circles of Christian Socialists, with two excellently 
written organs, just as determined in their Socialism as in 
their Christianity ; that in all the British universities classes 
are formed for the study of Socialism, and that the present 
writer has been listened to and applauded by hundreds of 
Students of the universities of Edinburgh and Glasgow, with 
professors in the chair; that a prominent ministerof the 
Established church of Scotland declared to me that he only 
waited for disestablishment to become a Socialist lecturer, 
and that the English trades-unions, in congress assembled, 
hav found it prudent to affirm that they were ‘ not unfriendly 
to Socialism. Great Britain will be the first country to 
realize Socialism, believe me, and let all men of good will 
rejoice, for Socialism does not mean a leveling down, but a 
leveling up; not disorder, but order; not denial, but faith.” 
—Hachange. 


ot 0 


Tux Rev. Charles F. Deems, pastor of the church of the 
Strangers, in this city, received the following letter from the 
superintendent of a Sunday-school : 


* My zeal in the matter of building the church has been. 80 over- 
powering that Ihaveven been tempted in the spirit of humble 
trust, and much prayer, to that which is (considered) wrong—that 
I might thereby do good, to wit : I took $500 and consecrated it to 
the Lord, and asked him to direct the wheels of fortune, as might 
be for the best in its investment in the Louisiana State Lottery. I 
asked that if it could be consistent with God's will I might draw 
enough to build the church. I lost the $500, and believe that the 
Lord so directed.” 


Mr. Deems thinks that the superintendent might hav as 
righteously planned to rob & bank and asked God to pardon 
the burglary, 
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Communications. 


. The Catholic Church and the Laity. 


Catholicism makes a broad distinction between the 
church and the laity. The church is one thing, the 
laity another. ‘The first is divine, the second human. 
The one arrogates to itself supreme power and do- 
minion, and irons the other with a despotism that 
bids it hear, tremble, and obey. Guistiniani, D.D., 
an ex-Catholic priest, born, educated, and ordained in 
Rome, but in 1840 a Lutheran missionary in this 
city, in a work entitled, “Rome as It Is,” observes, 
“Tn that church [the papal] the membera and pro- 
fessors do not constitute the church, but the bishops 
and councils, with the infallible pope at the head, 
constitute the visible and invisible church.” The 
church is all; the laity nothing. The laity are 
obliged, under pain of excommunication and anathe- 
ma, to surrender their natural rights of conscience, 
reason, opinion, private judgment, and interpretation. 
They are debarred from any voice in Catholic synods 
and councils, and from any participation in the man- 

.agement of the spiritual, temporal, or financial 

“affairs of the church. They are kindly relieved of all 
concern about their souls and conduct, and hav noth- 
ing to do but reverently accept and implicitly obey 
the arbitrary mandates of the church, observe its 
rites, contribute to its support, and trust their eter- 
nal welfare to its custody. 

Such being the despotism of the church, and the 
servitude of the laity, the latter cannot be held re- 
sponsible for the injustice, absurdity, and barbarism 
which so, much degrades the canons, bulls, letters, 
and proceedings of the former. Instead of being an- 
swerable for the faults of matters in which their par- 
ticipation is inhibited, they are entitled to the 
sympathy and charitable consideration of the more 
fortunate heretics. 

They hav, it is true, sanctioned by acquiescence the 
catholicity of the inviduous election; but it is also 
true that they hav often murmured against the cor- 
ruptions and inconsistencies of the church, and not 
unfrequently remonstrated against them, and some- 
times opposed them by open hostility. 
from personal observation, declared: ‘The people of 
Rome are not as stupid as the priests would wish. 
The secret police of the establishment, the paid spies 
of the confessional, and the multitude of gen’s arms 
may terrify them, but they cannot chain their mind 
or fetter their intellect” (Rome as It Is, p. 88). The 
doctor speaks also of the scoffs, jeers, and derisiv 
laughter with which the men and women of Rome 
assail priests and monks on occasions of public ex- 
‘citement. His descriptions are not overdrawn. 
Archbishop Spaulding has more than corroborated 
them in a sermon which he preached in the cathedral 
of Baltimore after his return from the late ecumen- 
ical council held at Rome. The Baltimore Sun 
reports him as saying: * There hav been 288 incum- 
bents of the papal office since St. Peter, of whom 69 
hav leid down their lives. Afterward, when the eras 
of fire and bloody persecution had ceased, 45 were 
driven from their places. The forty-sixth is now im- 
prisoned by men who call themselvs Catholics, under 
pretext that they want him to be a spiritual prince, 
and to be relieved from the cares of temporal govern- 
ment. An army of six hundred troops and camp fol- 
lowers invaded the papal territory, committing every 
species of villainy. Four priests were stabbed in one 
day and night. One bishop was almost murdered. 
He had seen that spirit of hatred to the church 
throughout the south of France and Italy. When in 
Marseilles, while riding in a carriage in company with 
two abbots, the soldiers hooted at the abbots, so that 
they were obliged to leave the carriage." 

In the Courier des Etats Unis, Nov. 13, 1886, p. 
5, we find an item which we translate as follows: 
* Seven thousand persons. participated in a demon- 
stration which took place to-day [Nov. 7th] at Men- 
tana, in Italy, in commemoration of the battle of 
1867. Many speeches were pronounced. The orators 
denounced the temporal power of the pope and the 
pretensions of the clergy." ' 

A similar spirit prevails in all Catholic countries. 
Sometimes it is expressed in raillery and pasquenades, 
sometimes in parochial or diocesan riots, sometimes 
in combats within consecrated walls, and sometimes 
in the open collision of arms. How often in the 
cause of church reform hav Catholic princes and sub- 
jects armed themselvs against the pope, invaded his 
territory, tried him before councils, condemned, 

` incarcerated, and expelled him from his throne! 
Into what disastrous schisms has the antagonism be- 
tween the church and the laity rent the Catholic 
communion! How often has it cost the church the 
membership of its brightest luminaries! And how 
often has the vicar of Christ fled for personal safety 
to Anagna, Perugia, Viterbo, and other cities, from 
the enraged laity of St. Peter’s patrimony! Hume, 
in his “History of England,” vol. i, p. 419, says: 
“ Though the name and authority of the court of 
Rome were so terrible in the remote countries of 
Europe, which were sunk into profound ignorance, 
“nd were entirely unacquainted with its character 


Guistiniani, 
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and conduct, the pope was so little revered at Rome 
that his inveterate enemies surrounded the gates of 
Rome itself, and even controled the government of 
that city, and the embassadors from a distant extrem- 
ity of Europe who carried to him the humble, or 
rather abject, submission of the greatest potentate of 
the age, found the utmost difficulty to make their way 
to him and throw themselvs at his feet." Gibbon, in 
his “Decline,” vol. vi, ch. lxix, p. 427, speaking 
of the tumultuous laity of the holy see, says: 
“On Holy Thursday, while Pascal [pope] off- 
ciated before the altar, he was interrupted by the 
clamors of the multitude, who imperiously de- 
manded the confirmation of a favorit magistrate; his 
silence exasperated their fury; his pious refusal to 
mingle the affairs of earth and heaven was encoun- 
tered with oaths and menaces that he should be the 
cause and the witness of the publie men." 

During the festival of Easter, while. the bishops 
and the clergy, barefoot and in procession, visited 
the-tombs of the martyrs, they were twice assailed, 
at the bridge of St. Angelo and before the capital, 
with volleys of stones anddarts. In the riot that en- 
sued the houses of Pascal’s friends were destroyed 
and he himself barely escaped with his life. In al- 
luding to the scenes that followed the election of 
Pope Gelasius IL, Gibbon writes: “Cencio Frangi- 
pani, a potent and factious baron, burst into the es- 
sembly furious and in arms; the cardinals were 
stripped, beaten, and trodden under foot; and he 
seized without pity or respect the vicar of Christ by 
the throat. Gelasius was dragged by the hair along 
the ground, buffeted with blows, and bound by an 
iron chain in the house of his tyrant.” Glancing at 
the popular tumults which agitated the reign of 
Pascal IL, the distinguished historian relates that, 
“in acivil commotion, several of his [Pascal’s] priests 
were made prisoners; and the inhuman Romans, re- 
serving one as a guide for his brethren, put out the 
eyes of, the others, crowned them with ludicrous 
miters, mounted them on asses, with their faces to- 
ward the tail, and extorted an oath that in. this 
wretched condition they should offer themselvs as a 
lesson to the head of the church.” Such brutality, 
though paralleled by papal atrocities, cannot be men- 
tioned without disapprobation, nor can the sanctity 
or importance of any cause atone for the guilt of 
their perpetration. 

From the above statement we infer that the 
Catholic laity are not responsible for the ignominious 
character and conduct of the papal church, and 
though their practical acquiescence may expose them 
to the reproach, yet they hav vindicated their immun- 
ity from such a charge by many strenuous. efforts to 
reform the church in its body and head, and that they 
still lie at its foundations as a sleeping volcano, giv- 
ing fitful evidence. of smothered disaffection, and 
destined in the future to repeat the convulsions of 
the past. JOEN ALBERGER. 

Baltimore, Md., Dec. 22, 1886. 
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Life. 


From ihe New York Mirror. 


Born of love and hope, of ecstasy and pain, of 
agony and fear, of tears and joy—dowered with the 
wealth of two united hearts—held in happy arms, 
with lips upon life's drifted font, blue-veined and fair, 
where perfect peace finds perfect form— rocked by 
willing feet and wooed to shadowy shores of sleep by 
siren mother singing soft and low—looking with 
wonder's wide and startled eyes at common things of 
life and day—taught by want and wish and contact 
with the things that touch the dimpled flesh of babes 
—lured by light and flame and charmed by color's 
wondrous robes—learning the-use of hands and feet, 
and by the love of mimicry beguiled to utter speech 
—releasing: prisoned thoughts from crabbed and 
curious marks on soiled and tattered leaves—puzzling 
the brain with crooked numbers and their changing, 
tangled worth—and so through years of alternating 
day and night, until the captive grows familiar with 
the chains and walls and limitations of a life. 

And time runs on in sun and shade, until the one 
of all the world is wooed and won, and all the lore of 
love is taught and learned again. Again a home is 
built with the fair chamber wherein faint dreams, like 
cool and shadowy vales, divide the billowed hours of 
love. Again the miracle of birth—the pain and joy, 
the kiss of welcome and the cradle-song, drowning 
the drowsy prattle of a babe. 

And then the sense of obligation and of wrong— 
pity for those who toil snd weep—tears for the im- 
prisoned and despised—love for the generous dead, 
and in the heart the rapture of a high resolve. 

And then ambition, with its lust of pelf and place 
and power, longing to put upon its breast distinc- 
tion’s worthless badge. Then keener thoughts of 
men, and eyes that see behind the smiling mask of 
craft—flattered no more by the obsequious cringe of 
gain and greed—knowing the uselessness of hoarded 
gold—of honor bought from those who charge the 
usury of self-respect—of power that only bends a 
coward’s knees and forces from the lips of fear the 
lies of praise. Knowing at last the unstudied gesture 
of esteem, the reverent eyes made rich with honest 


thought, and holding high above all other things— 
high as hope’s great throbbing star above the dark- 
ness of the dead—the love of wife and child and 
friend. 

Then locks of gray, and growing love of other days 
and halfremembered things—then holding withered ' 
hands of those who first held his, while over dim and 
loving eyes death softly presses down the lids of 
rest. . 

And so, locking in marriage vows his children's 
hands and crossing others on the breasts of peace, 
with daughters’ babes upon. his knees, the white hair 
mingling with the gold, he journeys on from day to 
day to that horizon where the dusk is waiting for the 
night—sitting by the holy hearth of home, as the last 
embers change from red to gray, he falls asleep 
within the arms of her he worshiped and adored, 
feeling upon his pallid lips love's last and holiest kiss. 

R. G. INGERSOLL. 
————— 9-4 M 


Civil Service and Catholie Schools. 


In Tux Tura Szrxer of November 13th appeared 
an extract from one of your exchanges stating that 
at a recent examination before the civil service com- 
mission, three of the applicants failed to pass for 
want of a proper understanding of the methods of 
doing business, all three being Catholics, educated at 
Catholic schools. That was no surprise to me. I 
hav observed similar failures going on around me for 
twenty years past. And I hav known men like Mr. 
McCullough who, when they discovered the cause of 
their inefficiency, determined to boycott the Catholic 
schools, and giv their children the benefit of a secular 
education. If items of that kind are looked for and 
published as often as they occur, this civil service. 
business will do more good for the country than its 
originators had any idea of. When those competitiv 
examinations shall hav proved beyond a doubt that 
those religious schools are in fact nothing better than 
laboratories for the manufacture of imbecility, their 
occupation will soon be gone, and a vast amount of 
poverty and ignorance will disappear along with 
them. ; 

Heretofore a young man having graduated at one 
of those institutions was compelled to spend'a term 
or two at some school or college where practical 
methods were taught and illustrated before he could 
obtain employment in any lucrativ position. If this 
new-fangled arrangement compels him to undergo a 
public examination before he can draw salary from 
the government, he has nothing to fall back on but 
preaching or pedling. 

I am going to be a civil service reformer from this 
time forward, and the man that means to enforce it 
shall get my vote. 

At the city cf Utica a short time ago, I called at 
the house of a widow, whose husband was one of my 
schoolmates. I soon got on friendly terms with the 
youngest son, a lad of twelve or thirteen years. I 
got him to show me his school-books and tel me 
how far he had progressed in his studies. I was sur- 


prised to see that the books were the same as are 


used generally in the common schools, whereas I 
thought the boy was attending one of the Catholic 
institutions, with which the city is too well supplied. 
An older brother explained to me that it was by his 
direction that the boy was sent to the district school, 
because he had found by experience that it was a 
better place to learn than at the Catholic schools. 

He went on to tell how too much time was spent 
at the “ Brothers’ School” in studying the history 
and mystery of religion, and but little attention paid 
to the affairs of this world. Tbat had been my own 
experience exactly, and the experience of every one 
whom I had consulted upon the subject. This young 
man got his eyes opened earlier in life than we of the 
preceding generation—as, indeed, he had better op- 
portunities for doing. 

His father and I got what little education we had 
in a school so intensely Catholic that the teacher 


(Bartholomew Lynch) one afternoon, just before 


prayers, enused his own son to be mounted upon the 
back of one of the largest scholars, his pants stripped 
down, and a birch-rod laid on to his bare haunches in 
punishment for taking the name of the Lord in vain. 

This method of inculeating the fear of God (which 
Solomon tells us is the beginning of wisdom) into the 
minds of young Catholics was technically called 
“hoisting,” and only very few youngsters who went 
to school to learn wisdom were fortunate enough to 
escape it. Indeed, the efficiency of a teacher was 
rated according to the number of hoistings he exe- 
cuted in the course of a term. I was hoisted before 
reaching the end of my ninth year for disobeying an 
order I had never heard. I stopped on the way 
home from school to eat some blackberries that grew 
alongside of the road, not knowing at the time that I 
was eating forbidden fruit. The punishment had its 
natural effect. I hated the tell-tale that informed on 
me, and afterwards I took care to eat my blackbei ries 
on the sly. I soon learned that my schoolmates had 
acode of morals among themselves quite different 
from that which we learned in the catechism. Being 
punished indiscriminately for almost everything we 


did, and for things we never thought of doing, we 
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were forced to the conclusion that whatever act’ of 
pleasure or mischief we could do without being 
caught at it was right, and the rest was all wrong. I 
hav known many pious men and women since that 
time whose moral code was much the same. These 
_ things happened on the other side of the Atlantic, in 
..the “Island of Saints.” Mr. Lynch’s penitentiary, 
, above referred to, was located here in Oneida county, 
which goes to show that the “holy Catholic church 
^ is alway the same, in every age and country," wher- 
ever she dares to exercise her authority. Doubtless 


some of your young readers will be surprised to hear. 


that such savagery was practiced so late as the mid- 
dle of this nineteenth century. But if you writers 
and publishers did your whole duty to the rising 
generation, these things would be better known than 
they are. I get out of patience with men who are 
continually writing about the “dark ages” and lo- 
cating them three or four hundred years back, when, 
in fact, the darkness is so thick even now that only 
few persons are able to see that those religious 
schools are instituted and kept going for the pur- 
pose of shutting out the light. 
The founders and managers of ‘those schools hav 
perception enough to know that without their aid it 
would be impossible to make people believe that the 
first of all virtues is “obedience to lawful superiors,” 
and that disobedience is the blackest of all earthly 
` crimes; that poverty, humiliation, and suffering 
constitute the true basis of happiness, both for time 
and eternity. No full-grown man, either savage or 
civilized, was ever made to believe such stuff as this. 
In order to propagate the idea at all, it must be 
planted in the soft and simple mind of childhood; 
nursed, cultivated, and made to grow along with its 
seed bed. a 
Another monstrous fallacy must be planted at the 
same time to grow along with it, as it were, to prove 
one absurdity by another. They hav told us of a 
God, a ghost, or some kind of a supernatural being, 
who “created man in his own image and likeness,” 
and soon after he got sorry he did it. Since then 
he has been doing his best to destroy his own 
creatures ; cursing, drowning, crucifying, and damn- 
ing them. They tell us that a man having all this 
‘hammered into him when he is a child, and retaining 
it up to his dying day, has a chance to escape damna- 
tion; but the opinion is gaining ground every day 
that a man who fails to get rid of most all of it be- 
fore reaching the period of middle life deserves to be 
damned. Jeremian O'Brien. ` 
eeaeee 


An Orthodox Fraud.—IIl. 


We all know the Bible, our *holy book," is the 
source from whence we draw our inspiration, our 
ideas, sentiments, and beliefs which constitute our 
religion. 

The language, words, style, phraseology, and the 
personifications, with the agencies and functions 
which they perform, are all quoted, copied, and rev- 
erenced as the: means through which, by divine 
appointment, we are to be enlightened in.regard to 
the mysteries of life and its duties, the methods of 
salvation, and our future destiny. 

Without this holy book and its inspired teachings; 
we are told, we could be nothing but pagans, igno- 
rant of God, without & knowledge of the means of 
being' saved; we would liv and die savages, unre- 
deemed from sin, and we must be eternally lost. 

The church, being impressed with the inestimable 

. value of this precious. book, knew the eternal conse- 
quences for evil that would grow out of any imper- 
fections, or misunderstandings of its contents; and 
in order to see if there were any obstacles in if that 
should be removed, which were making it repulsiv or 
objectionable to any class of readers or thinkers, it set 
apart the revising committee, thus making assurance 
doubly sure that it was doing its whole share in incit- 
ing sinners to repentance by making the means of 
salvation, if possible, more easy, sure, intelligent, and 
attractiv. l 

This committee tells us in part what gross mis- 
takes, misleading errors, and false representations it 
found. It reveals to us that we hav been deceived, 
that the whole superstructure. of our faith is ona 
false foundation, or rather without any foundation ; 
that the personalities which hav been represented as 
appointed and instituted by divine authority as the 

. agencies through which only we can be saved, are but 
myths of copyists and translators, and are not found 
in the earlier manuscripts of which our Bible pur- 
ports to beacopy. In these more ancient Greek 
manuscripts there was no personal God in the sense 

: our scriptures present it, to be offended, to be disap: 
pointed and thwarted, by the wicked machinations of 
men. Nor did he doom the whole human family to 
destruction, then afterward relent, nor send any per- 

_sonality into the world in the name of an only begot- 

. ten. son, a Christ, a Lord, a Savior, a Redeemer, a 

. Holy Spirit, or Holy Ghost, or Comforter, through 
whose sacrifice, intercession, atonement, or agency, 
the world might not perish, but hav eternal life. 

' Our Bible represents that Palestine was the local- 
ity of this plot—that it was all devised and executed 
there, But the revisers tell us that in the copies of 


it led to the fifty councils that were held in the 


-Europe that thesé words had become names to rep- 


the New Testament supposed to belong to about 
the fifth century, and in the original Greek, the 
words which our English translators hav converted 
into names were simply substantivs or common 
nouns, expressing abstract ideas of good and evil, 
right and wrong; terms denoting the moral virtues 
and their antitheses. They went back in their re- 
searches with the view and for the purpose of finding 
as much of the original truth as possible, made 
this discovery, and tell us go. . 

They claim to.hav been much more critical, care- 
ful and thorough in their researches than King 
James's committee, who furnished us our authorized 
copy, our Protestant standard for over two hundred 
and fifty years. 

If, as the revisers tell us, there were no such per- 
sonages as Christ, or Lord, or Savior— then conse- 
quently no son. of God—referred to in the earlier 
Greek scriptures, which giv us the first ideas we hav 
of what occurred in Judea over eighteen hundred 
years ago, then he or they could never hav lived or 
died there. If they were never there, then they had 
nothing to do with our sins or our salvation. 
None of this fabrication originated in Palestine. It 
was a scheme got up, and was many years in matur- 
ing, not in Greece alone, but in western Europe. To 
Augustine may be ascribed the credit, or the infamy, 
more than to any other one man, of establishing the 
doctrins and formulating the faith of modern ortho- 
doxy. The Galilean teacher and his disciples had 
nothing to do with it. It was not born till centuries 
after their time. 

The learned African pagan, Augustine, who lived a 
dissolute life till the age of thirty-two, when he went 
to Italy and.joined the church (386 4.».), enlist- 
ed his genius and imagination in the work of com- 
pleting this orthodox scheme of salvation. It had 
lacked exactness and coherence in some points, and 
did not entirely commend itself to the skeptical 
pagan mind. But St. Augustine wrote his “De Pec- 
cato Originali” (“Original Sin”), his “De Gratia 
Christi” (“The Grace of Christ”), and his * De Civi- 
tate Dei” (“The City of God”) “to subvert the 
foundations of paganism and establish those of 
Christianity." “Of all the fathers of the Latin 
church,” says Villemain, “St. Augustine manifested 
the most imagination in theology.” His subtle and 
vigorous mind has often displayed, on mystical prob- 
lems, an amount of sagacity which would hav suf- 
ficed for the most sublime conceptions.” 

The- Greek scholars or writers who compiled and 


| put on separate parchments the gospels, acts, and 


epistles of the New Testament, St. Chrysostom, 
bishop of Constantinople at the close of the fourth 
century, Says, were unknown, as “none of the apostles 
affixed their signatures to the gospels now bearing 
their names.” That was the work of the church long 
afterward, and we hav simply the church’s word 
that they are genuin. ‘The first collection of these 
Greek manuscripts,” Tertullian, another saint of the 
early part of the third century, says, “was made by 
Marcion, the heretic, a Greek scholar, about the year 
145 a.p’. It consisted of one gospel and ten of 
Paul's epistles, and they were ‘not then considered 
the word of God.” Bishop Irenzus, Tertullian, and 
Epiphanius charged Marcion with mutilating these 
first copies. This mutilating was a common practice 
with copyists, in those days." Everyone took the lib- 
erty of changing the text to make it support his own 
mythological or metaphysical opinions. The testi- 
mony of scholars, including the late revisers, is that 
the oldest manuscripts now extant are the most ra- 
tional and sensible; and we hav every reason to be- 
lieve that the original gospels were still more pure 
and practical in their ethical common-sense lessons. 
The many forgeries and doctrinal changes introduced 
by each of the copyists, to propagate his own faith, 
making such a diversity and conflict in the teachings 
of the text of the different copies, led to the exciting 
controversies as to what was the correct religious be- 
lief, whence originated the great.Arian revolt; and 


fourth century to settle the faith. 

We can imagin how easy it would be for a credu- 
lous, ignorant, idolatrous people, of whom not one 
in ten thousand could read—overrun and con- 
quered by the Roman armies, with their idols and di- 
vinities captured and*confiscated—to accept the laws 
and the religion of their conquerors after the first 
generation had passed away and the missionaries of 
the church had introduced to them the doctrins and 
dogmas, the personifications and miracles, and all the 
vulgar pagan and idolatrous ideas they had woven 
into the scriptures for the sole purpose of adapting 
them to the mental and moral condition of the bar- 
barian hordes whom they wished to enlist in the 
church of what they still called, with all its cor- 
ruption, the Christian religion. ` 

It was after the Bible had been taken into Western 


resent personalities or mythic divinities. The con- 
test for changing them began around the Mediterra- 
nean, in Greece, Africa, and Italy. Centuries were 
largely spent in bloody wars among the early Chris- 
tians to decide and settle among disputants the exact 
definitions and status of these terms, and as to pre- 


eisely what they should represent. 


copyists were changing the text and adapting it to 
the various beliefs. 


During this time 


It was in this way many.of the one hundred and 


fifty thousand different readings became established. 
The pagans of Western Europe found but little dif- 
ficulty in adopting the phraseology of the text to 
their prevailing idolatrous conceptions and predilec- 
tions. 
history, and thus account for the corruptions and de- . 
partures from the older Greek copies: 
having discovered these. many errors and misrepre- 
sentations. 
literally true, and are falsely taught. 


The revisers. could trace all this course of 
They own to 
They know the scriptures are not 


“While in their revision they made many minor 


verbal and grammatical changes, which only tend to 
make the false teachings more plain, easy, and cer- 
tain, they. hav done comparativly nothing to correct 
the gross, serious, and important errors by which all 
Christendom has been led and is held in superstition. 
They were frank enough in the fraud to say they 
would not, and did not, mean to corrupt them. In 
regard to the verbal changes they made, they say, in 
their “Companion,” that * these improvements occur 
on every page, and almost in every verse, but the 
majority of readers and hearers will scarcely observe 
them, and few of them alter the sense very ma- 
terially.” 
faith, nor a single precept of duty.” 
mass of improvements we may well say in ninety-nine 
out of every hundred changes the two committees 
are agreed.” 


“They do not change a single article of 
“Tn this vast 


Knowing as they did the gross fraud perpetrated 


upon us in our English translation by converting 


these simple Greek words into names, that we should 
believe that they represented personalities whom we 
must admit existed or now exist, for the purpose of 
saving our souls and securing our final abode in 


heaven, they hav practically done nothing to unde- 


ceive us by making a proper correction of the text. 
The. cool, complacent piety they virtually assume, 
and the assurance they parade as a virtue on their 


part in not doing it, indicate a state of mind difficult 
for honest men to understand. They tell us we hav 


been misled, and then claim it is a virtue that they 
did not intend to undeceive us; rather that their 
task was to make the text less doubtful and more ex- 
plicit in enforcing on us the deception. Their design 
seems to hav been more to fix and fasten the fraud 
upon us than to make it more easy for us to under- 
stand it and to cast it off. They hav done their task 
and shown us how they hav done it, in which we see 
their design. In a quiet exultation over their suc- 
cess, they say through the * Companion :” 

It is a matter of wonder and congratulation that two 
committees, divided by the ocean, and representiug two in- 
dependent and high-minded nations, sensitiv of their honor, 
should, after several years of unbroken aud conscientious 
labor, hav arrived at such a substantial harmony in the 
translation of their most sacred book, which is recognized by 
both as their infallible guide in all matters of Christian faith 
and duty. And herein is the finger of providence, and the 
best guarantee of success. 


To arrive at this “ substantial harmony,” the 
American committee had to yield its preferences to 
the English. : 


The American renderings [they say], if judged by the 
Greek text, may be traced chiefly to greater fidelity and con- 
sistency. 


The English favored being “faithful to the idiom 
and vocabulary of the ‘ Authorized Version, because 
it is incorpor&ted into their liturgieal and devotional 
literature, and that the Book of Common Prayer is a 
greater power in England than in the United States." 

In thus compromising for the sake of harmony, the 
more liberal and rational of both committees had to 
surrender their convictions and preferences to the 
conservatism, the prejudices, and traditional rigidity 
of those who attached more importance to faith in 
the authorized text than in fidelity to the truth. This 
disagreement was all anticipated and provided for in 
the rules adopted to control the decisions. The 
parties went into the revision tied and pledged to 


. submit to the result, be it what it might. It shows a 


uniform disposition to surrender to superstition, and 
to unite in perpetrating on the credulous what they 
all virtually discovered to be a popular, pious fraud ; 
and then say: “ The Anglo-American Revision is the 
noblest-monument of Christian union and cooperation 
in this-nineteenth century.” T. E. Lonesuore. 
Philadelphia, Jan., 1887. 


—— 99 99—— ——————- 


“Never deny the babies their Christmas,” says 
Marion Harland. “Lot them believe in Santa Claus, 
or St. Nicholas, or Kris Kringle, or whatever name 
the jolly Dutch saint bears in your region.” This has 
our hearty indorsement, but the case is different 
when a Similar appeal is made in behalf of full-grown 
men and women who build steeples and erect altars 
to deities and saints more fanciful and impossible 
than even this good-natured god of the babies. This 
particular delusion of childhood does no harm; the 
similar delusion of manhood is fraught with the 
greatest mischief to the human race,— Winsted 
Press, l 
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SPECIAL NOTICE. 

Tuere are about a thousand of our subscribers in 
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debtors, of course, the amount is small, but to us the 
amount is very large, and sadly hinders our work. 
We need this money—need it now—and we respect- 
fully ask that it be remitted. 

It costs a great deal of money to publish a large 
journal, and we hav no extensiv advertising patronage 
to help us out. We depend entirely upon the sub- 
scription list and book sales to obtain cash to pay 
bills, and when so large a sum as two and three 
thousand dollars.is kept from us, the financial shoe 
grows painfully tight. 

Every subscriber can see wpon his tab idus to what 
date his subscription is paid. Those whose time has 
expired, are requested to remit at once. 
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The Museums in the Park. 


The Board of Estimate and Apportionment of this 
city is entitled to much credit for the persistency 
with which it labors to unlock the doors of the Met- 
ropolitan Museum of Art and the American Museum 
of Natural History on Sundays. The habit of the 
Board has been to giv the two museums $15,000 each 
per annum. Last year, the readers of Tue Truru 
Srexer will recollect, the gift was accompanied by 
the request for Sunday opening. Mr. Morris K. 
Jesup appeared before the Board and argued that 
the museums could not be opened. The American 
Secular Union thought differently, and took the mat- 
ter up, and obtained the indorsement of the Central 
Labor Union, an organization representing some hun- 
dred thousand laborers, besides the signatures of 
some ten thousand citizens of the city, judges, city 
officials, and merchants of high repute. These were 
presented to the trustees of the museums, together 
with an argument in favor of Sunday opening. "The 
most that the trustees would do in the matter was to 
appoint a conference committee, which committee 
has had the petitions under consideration ever since, 
but refused to report thereon. Mr. Jesup’s reasons 
for closing the museums are purely religious, as every 
one knows ; but, with the hypocrisy natural to church 
people, he stated that funds were lacking to hire em- 
ployees for Sundays. A bill was introduced at 
Albany, and passed the lower branch of the legisla- 
ture by a large majority, giving the museums several 
thousands of dollars additional on condition that 
they were accessible to visitors to the park on Sun- 
day. Mr. Jesup defeated this bill in the Senate, and 
the moyement came to an end, as nothing could in- 
duce the conference committee to act. 

Last month the same Board of Estimate and Ap- 
portionment sat again to parcel out the city’s cash. 
When it came to the museums, the Board again pre- 

` ferred their request for Sunday opening, and accom- 


To each one of these: 


panied it with the offer of $5,000 to each museum to 
pay the extra cost. The museum trustees are now in 
a quandary. They want that money, but they do not 
want to open the museums. They know the public 
is with the Board, for the agitation by the American 
Secular Union last year plainly brought this out, but 
the trustees are mostly pious, and desire to “preserve 
the purity of the Sabbath.” But they do not desire 
to flatly refuse upon religious grounds, for such rea- 
sons are not popular in a great city like New York, 
where even one portion of the religious people are 
not Sunday-keepers. They are, therefore, busily in- 
venting excuses. Mr. Jesup says the $10,000 is not 
enough ; also that those who hav donated treasures 
of art to the museums hav done so on condition that 
the treasures shall not be looked at on Sunday; the 
treasurer of the Metropolitan Museum says he is 
afraid the crowd on Sundays would be so great as to 
injure the exhibits; while the president of the museum 
is to ill to talk about it. Altogether, the trustees are 
in a muddle. 

Meanwhile, the Board of Estimate and Apportion- 
ment keeps the bait of $10,000 before them; they 
hav the petition representing the wishes of over a 
hundred thousand of the citizens of the city; they 
hav a lively recollection of last winter’s agitation of 
the subject, and they hav the unanswerable argument 
of the secretary of the American Secular Union on 
file. The best thing they can do is to gracefully 
yield to the popular demand, and open the doors, that 
the people may see the treasures their absurdly ap- 
plied piety has so long concealed, and which are in 
large part paid for by the self-same public that has 
so long bumped its nose against their locked doors. 

cy 


The Religion of a Rationalist. 


An article with this title is in the last Forum, by 
the Rev. M. J. Savage, who claims to be a Rationalist, 
and he not.only declares what a Rationalist muy be- 
lieve, but what he must believe. This is just like a 
clergymen. Now, it will be admitted that a Ration- 
alist, with a certain kind of temperament, will believe 
exactly as Mr. Savage does. He may do this 
honestly; but that he or any Rationalist must be- 
lieve this is a most preposterous assertion. All those 
beliefs that Mr. Savage mentions are not capable of 
scientific evidence. They are simply beliefs of the 
emotions, and not of the intellect. They are the 
outcome of feeling, and not knowledge. Every man 
has a creed, says Mr. Savage. This is true. Every 
man has a belief. But what is belief? It is not 
knowledge. When knowledge comes, belief ceases. 
Belief is of the heart. What is a rational belief? It 
is not necessarily that which results from the use of 
the reason, but it is simply that heart-feeling which 
is not contrary to reason, and therefore reason allows 
it to be. But reason does not justify the belief, 
much less does it make the belief imperativ. 

Of the beliefs which Mr. Savage mentions, not one 
is the result of science. All that science declares is 
that these beliefs held in a certain way, carefully 
defined, are not unreasonable. If Mr. Savage had 
“walked humbly with his God,” we would not criti- 
eise; but when he insists that we must believe these 
things, we object. They are matters, not of reason, 
but of choice and taste, like beefsteak and plum- 
pudding. The Theist believes in God because he 
likes it. The Churchman believes in the church be- 
cause he likes it. Religion is like oysters—people 
take it as it suits them. Mr. Savage might as well 
insist that all must be fond of oysters as that all 
must hav a “religious belief.” 

Mr. Savage givs a big definition to religion. He 
is like the boy who set the old hen. His father 
asked him how many eggs he put under the hen. 
“One hundred and twenty,” replied the youth. 
“Why so many?” said the father. “I wanted to giv 
the old hen a chance to spread herself,” answered 
the boy. Mr. Savage is bound to giv religion a 
chance to spread itself. He has put everything 
under it he can. Even the Atheist has a snug, warm 
place. Mr. Savage in substance says that religion is 
simply man’s thought of the universe. Such a defi- 
nition includes for religious belief every intelligent 
animal—the horse, the dog, the ant, the caterpillar, 
and the flea. Do not all these hav a “thought of the 
universe" and their relation to it and the power not 
themselvs? Hence they are religious; only they do 
not build churches and hire ministers. Sensible 
fleas, sensible horses and dogs! You hav the religion 
that man has, according to Mr. Savage, but you 


| adoration. 


make a better use of your material. It does not cost 
you so much as it does man! 

It always has seemed to our mind that religion was 
a feeling based upon a certain kind of thought; not 
merely upon thought per se—upon the thought that 
the powers that be are good, beneficent, worsbipful, 
admirable, and intelligent. When one thinks thus, he 
is religious; if he does not think thus, he is not 
religious. He may be moral, but he is not religious. 
Now, science does not necessarily giv any such 
thought of the universe as religion demands. It 
reveals as much badness as goodness, and so implies 
that the powers that be hav nothing worthy of our — 
We hav to build more factories than 
churches in order to fight these powers. Mr. Savage 
says, “Man is love, pity, tenderness, self-sacrifice, de- 
votion, worship, aspiration.” Whence came these? 
Mr. Savage implies they must come from a God, and 
therefore God exists. But man is also lust, selfish- 
ness, bigotry, murder, lying, theft, meanness, etc. 
Whence came these? By the same reasoning, from 
the devil. We can therefore prove as big a devil as 
Mr. Savage can a God. 

Mind, however, is a process, not a thing, and its 
antecedent is not necessarily similar, any more than 
water or fire are like their antecedents. Mind is the 
result of conditions, like heat. Because certain con- 
ditions of matter produce hydrogen, therefore hydro- 
gen is the original cause of all things, is just as ra- 
tional a statement as to assert that mind is the 
original cause. Mind is only a result, and has never 
been demonstrated to be anything else. 

Mr. Savage is too dogmatic, too imperious, and he 
cannot be allowed to stand as a representativ of Ra- 
tionalism. If he had come before the bar of science 
and graciously asked permission to hold these be- 
liefs ; if he had said, These beliefs, as I hold them 
and define them, are not unreasonable, they are not 
against science, they are nice, comfortable, happy, 
and, to me, noble and consoling beliefs, and though I 
do not know they are true, but I hope they are—if 
Mr. Savage had come in this way, no doubt science 
would smilingly consent to his having these intel- 
lectual and emotional luxuries so long as he held 
them in the spirit of humility which becometh him 
who knoweth not; but when Mr. Savage flourishes 
his clergyman’s baton, and orders science, on pain of 
excommunication, to affirm these beliefs, as neces- 
sarily rationalistic beliefs, then science will meet the 
issue and will proclaim itself a most glorious rebel. 
It will resent the imposition on its limbs of these 
manacles of “necessary beliefs.” We grant that Mr. 
Savage is a Rationalist. We grant that some of his 
beliefs are not irrational ; but when he asserts that his 
belief is, or must be, the belief of all Rationalists, then 
his assertion is irrational, for there are thinkers deep 
and broad as Mr. Savage—giant thinkers—who do 
not, and will not, accept a single one of his “rational 
beliefs,” but oppose them all as childish. beliefs. ` 
They are rational only in the sense that a child's be- 
lief in the ability of its father to carry it over a roar- 
ing stream is rational. It may be true.. The feat is 
not an utter impossibility. These beliefs are not 
shut out entirely from human acceptance. This is 
all the rationalism that Mr. Savage can claim for any 
of his beliefs. He is not obliged to giv them up. 
He can hold them without being laughed at. That 
is all that the “ Religion of a Rationalist” amounts to. 
It is a pleasant dream and possibility against which 
human reason pronounces no decisiv mandate. But 
to announce that the human reason has peremptorily 
declared in favor of these beliefs, so that every Ra- 
tionalist must hold them, is simply an untruth, and 


is the proclamation of a priest, and not a thinker. 
——— — 39 9—— — — — 


Jesus and His Family. 


In his sermon on the Sunday after Christmas, 
Henry Ward Beecher said of Jesus and his family : 


“ The mother and brother of Christ did not believe him to be 
what he declared himself to be. Between this Mary, cele- 
brated in the magnificats for two thousand years, and the real 
Mary there is a wide difference. That she had the slightest 
spiritual perceptions or insight there is no proof, and she and 
her other sons though Jesus was ‘cracked.’ They saw not 
what he did; they could not enter his sphere. When he was 
grand and great they said that he was crazy, and begged him 
not to tramp around and exhibit himself to the common mule 
titude. They wanted him to stay at home and be a good 
citizen.” , 

A daily journal of this city censures Mr. Beecher 
severely for these “flippant and slangy” words. 
“ From a Christian pulpit,” says the Sun, “he ridi- 
cules Christian theology, and handles what it regards 
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as its holiest mysteries with the carelessness of con- 
tempt. He is worse than the Infidel, though he pre- 
sumes to speak as an expounder and defender of the 
gospel. He does not even think it worth his while 
to giv more than slap-dash conclusions as to the char- 
‘acter of Christ and the holy family.” 

If the journal rebuking Mr. Beecher were a Chris- 
tian journal, we should allow this flagellation to be 
just. To Christian journals truth is of less impor- 
tance than theology. A secular paper, however, 
should first hav compared Mr. Beecher’s words with 
the record of Christ and his family, and found 
whether they are just or unjust. Mr. Beecher should 
not be condemned for speaking the truth. 


— —— —-9— — ——— 


Names Wanted, a, 

Will the readers of Taz Trura Szuxer send us the 
names of all their friends who are Liberally inclined, 
so that they may receive a sample copy of this paper? 
We desire to ‘largely increase the subscription list, 
and shall be grateful for all aid extended. 

If our present-subscribers would mention to their 
Liberal friends that Taz 'Taur& Srxkzn is a good pa- 
per to subscribe for, it might be the means of ma- 
terially helping us. 

eoc 
The Heretic Priest. 

The following conversation between a Sun reporter 

and Monsignor Preston, vicar-general, is an authori- 


` tativ statement, so far as it goes, of the attitude of 


the Catholic church toward Edward McGlynn, pastor 
of St. Stephen’s church, and land reformer of the 
Henry George school. Monsignor Preston said: 


** Dr. McGlynn has been suspended from performing any 
of the functions of a priest. 
he cannot preach. It has been asserted that Dr. McGlynn’s 
political acts had less to do with his suspension than his re- 
fusalto build parochial schools, but they who say this speak 
without knowledge. Itis not true. He has been suspended 
because he holds doctrins as to the ownership of land which 
are contrary to the teaching of the church, and also because 
he disdained to notice or obey the request of Archbishop Cor- 


" rigan to cease meddling with politics in the way he did. We 


are all soldiers of one army, you know, and we must obey.” 
“ To answer what charge has Dr. McGlynn been simmoned 
to Rome ?” 
* He has not been summoned to Rome to be compli- 


 mented," Monsignor Preston replied. ‘‘ He has been sum- 


moned to be criticised. Further I may not say. This doc- 
trin of denying man’s right to property in land is. preposter- 
‘ous. The world will never permit it to prevail. The church 


: will, in my opinion, never allow it to be held within her 


borders. Itis contrary to the pope's encyclical,as the arch- 


_ bishop showed in his letter." 


* How can Dr. McGlynn be restored to his pastorate ?” 

* By recanting his land theories." 

“ By no other way ?” 

* By no other way." 

* Ig there a possibility of the archbishop and Dr. McGlynn 
coming to an agreement in the matter, and thus ending the 
trouble ?” 

“ Their agreement or disagreement amounts to nothing in 
this matter until Dr. McGlynn recants." 

“What if Dr. McGlynn should refuse to, go to Rome? 
Would he by that act put himself outside of the church ?” 
` “By no means. He would remain a priest, but a priest 


“without a charge. To the charges already preferred against 


him would be added the charge of contumacy, a very serious 
matter, one possibly resulting in the severing of the connec- 
tion between church and priest.” 

Whether Dr. McGlynn will get upon the stool of 
repentance or not, no one at present knows. Inti- 
mations are not wanting from some of his political 
friends that he will not. 

Itis the well-known policy of the church to allow 
none of its preachers to harbor any ideas but its 
own. Dr. McGlynn is not the first man asked to re- 
cant, but he is fortunate in living in this century 
when he cannot be put upon the rack or wheel to 
force his retraction. There is an inquisition still at 
Rome, but it is not the institution of Seville, and its 
power over the bodies of its heretical priests is 
limited. Dr. McGlynn can return to America after 
his interview with the authorities at the Vatican. 

Unconsciously, in this interview, Monsignor Pres- 
ton has revealed a policy of the church hitherto 
denied. Dr. McGlynn, he said, has been suspended 
because he “meddled with politics in the way he 


- did? A few weeks ago, the World, of this city, re- 


ported that “few men did more than Dr. McGlynn 


- to secure the nomination of Governor Cleveland -for 


president by the timely and effectiv assurance which 
‘he gave at the final moment that the voters whose 
interests he had at heart would support that nomina- 
‘tion.’ But Dr. McGlynn was not then suspended, 
refused the power to. officiate at mass, nor prohibited 


from preaching. The manner of his political med- 
dling then was not offensiv to his superiors. 


will permit the idea to grow that land should be 
free is not, we think, a matter for Monsignor Preston 
to airily settle offhand. The church may excom- 
municate all Catholics who hold such sentiments, 


but the world has an obstinate way of thinking for 


He cannot officiate at mass, and. 


Whether the world or the Roman Catholic church 


and thus keep the Catholic fold clear of the heresy, 


itself, and any idea that is prohibited seems to spread 
the faster because of the prohibition. Numerous 
instances of this kind might be cited, were their 
recital not calculated to injure the feelings of the 
Romish authorities. Dr. McGlynn himself recalled 
one such to the recollection of Archbishop Corrigan 
during the campaign. - 

Whatever the outcome may be of this disagree- 
ment between a Catholic “soldier ” and his officers, it 
will hav served to show that the Romish church is 
still the same dungeon for the brain that she has 
been through all the centuries. Within her borders 
thought is a prisoner, and every tongue a convict 
locked in its narrow cell. Before freedom can come, 
the Roman Catholic church must go. 


emm 


The Umatilla Reservation School. 

‘The fight over the Indian agency school on the 
Umatilla reservation in Oregon is one of the evil re- 
sults of. parceling out the education of the Indians 
to the different religious sects. Pursuant to that 
policy, this school fell to the lot of the Roman 
Catholics, and they established a so-called school 
conducted by so-called Sisters of Mercy. The ex- 
communicated Agent Coffey was given charge of the 
agency. by the government at Washington, but 
though a good Catholic, his appointment was dis- 
tasteful to Archbishop Gross, and a warfare between 
the agent and the church has since been waged. 

The archbishop accuses Agent Coffey of dismissing 
two of the “sisters” from the school to make room 
for two teachers of his own selection, and of a gen- 
eral desire to make the school undenominational. 
This latter constitutes the most serious offense in 
the eyes of the archbishop, and the sisters were 
directed to resign. Then Agent Coffey and the 
Indian commissioners took hold and placed other 
teachers in charge of the school. Of this action the 
archbishop writes indignantly : : 


“ Had even all of the sisters resigned, did that giv the 
commissioners and Coffey the authority to change a school 
given us Catholics by the government, into an undenomina- 
tional one? But the commissioners hav not even that poor 
excuse, for of their own authority they, without consulting 
the Catholic authorities, turn out the priest, the principal, 
and two of the sisters. In the same arbitrary manner they 


and turned it into an undenominational one. Who gave 
Coffey and the commissioners such powers? Without a 
word to the Catholic authorities, a Catholic school given us 
by the United States government has turned into an unde- 
nominational one—that is, a school where no religion what- 
ever, whether Catholic or Protestant, can be taught to our 
poor Indians." 

The other side of the case is given the publie 
through the columns of the Oregonian by Col. Wm. 
Parsons, special United States Indian agent, who in- 
vestigated Coffey's charges against the sisters and 
priests, and because of which Commissioner Pearson 
removed them. The most flagrant of the sisters’ 
offenses was maintaining two schools with a force of 
teachers sufficient for only one. They drew pay 
from the government for conducting the Umatilla 
reservation school, but devoted most of their time to 
a school at Pendleton. The money which supported 
the Umatilla school was raised by the sale of asquare 
mile of land belonging to all the Indians, regardless 
of sectarianism, upon which the town of Pendleton 
now stands; and they complained that it was not 
right that this money should be used to support a 
sectarian school. Only asmall proportion of the In- 
dians on the reservation were Catholics, the remain- 
der being either Protestants or not members of any 
church; consequently a large proportion of the 
children who ought to hav been in school did not go 
at all so long as the sisters had charge of the only 
school on the reservation: When the two sisters 
were removed, and the others deserted, and, the 
school was made unsectarian, the attendance of the 
Indian children more than doubled. The school is 
also much better conducted, the scholars advance 
more rapidly in their studies, the buildings are bet- 
ter kept, and the sanitary condition of the school is 
much improved, 


last Sunday ‘how to approach God.” 
should read like the old recipe of ‘‘ how to cook a hare? 
First catch your hare.” : 


took from us Catholics a school given us by the government, - 


Of course the Catholic church authorities are 


angry at having the school taken from them, but it is 
vastly better for the school itself. 
ent management the children will possibly learn suf- 
ficient to make them good citizens. 
management they would learn only sufficient to make 
them good Catholics. 
chasm between a good citizen and a good Catholic. 
The government should recall its Indian gifts to the 
churches, and itself maintain thoroughly secular 
schools. 
preserved and the education of the Indians satisfac- 
torily accomplished. 


Under the pres- 
Under Catholic 


And there exists a wide 


In no other way, it seems, can the peace be 


Bice 
Editorial Notes. 


Dean Gray, of Harvard, told the Fifth avenue worshipers 
This, we imagin, 


Tax court which will try C. B. Reynolds for blasphemy 
convenes at Morristown on the 18th inst. Mr. Reynolds’s 
case is set down as the first to be heard. - Let us hope that it 
will be the last of the kind that will ever be heard in the 
world. 


ABoUT every paper in the country has this week an obituary 
of 1886 and a prophecy for 1887. It occurs to us that most 
folks know what happened last year, and that no one ‘knows 
what will happen this year. Therefore the utility of the 
articles is very doubtful. 


Tur Russel Manufacturing Co., of Middletown, Conn., 
made the Methodist church fair a donation of a sample case 
of suspenders to be sold for the benefit of the Lord, and on 
the same day reduced the wages in. one department of their 
work five per cent. Their employees hope no more church 
fairs will be held. 


6 a 

A MonE or less sensible guess as to what will happen in 
the next world to Christians and heathens was made last 
Sunday by Rev. Dr. Kimber, of Augustine's chapel, in this 
city. “I believe,” he said, “that a good, conscientious 
heathen, who acts according to his lights, will stand a much 
better chance in the next world than those Christians who 
belie their creed by their unrighteous lives. In fact, I think 
the lot of the latter will be infinitly worse than that of the 
heathen.” If there is a ‘‘ next world,” we think the Rev. Dr. 
Kimber is right. i 


ne 

Tur Andover heresy trials are still going on, and the pro- 
fessors who hold and teach ‘‘the larger hope”—/. e., that 
dead people may be given a chance to repent and be saved — 
hav had a hearing. The discussion has involved the waste 
of a large amount of breath, and that is about all. The 
scriptures may, or may not, teach future probation, and the 
Andover creed may, or may not, teach the same doctrin. 
The facts in the matter are not altered in the slightest degree 
by either; and what the facts are nobody knows or can 
know. All discussion of the subject, therefore, is, in the 
language of Ecclesiastes, “ vanity and a striving after wind.” 


Iris & very short peg indeed upon which the Roman 
Catholics authorities cannot hang a plea for special generosity 
in giving by their followers. This year is the jubilee year 
of the pope's ordination as a priest, and the archbishop of 
Paris has set the example for other archbishops by command- 
ing that all the faithful shall pray for the pope, Shall make 
heavy donations to the Peter's pence fund, shall giv him 
chalices and other gold and silver sacramental objects, and, 
as the special homage of Paris, a tiara is to be subscribed 
for, the jewels of which, the archbishop suggests, shall bc 
those now only ‘“‘ ministering to vanity." This suggestion 
means that the women are to be asked to giv up their jewcl 
ornaments to make a hat for the pope. 


In a recent issue of Taz Truro Seeker we noted tha 
Lillian Harman’s sentence having expired, she was released. 
We gave the notice on the authority of Lucifer. But when 
Mr. Harman went to Oskaloosa to pay his daughter’s half of 
the costs, and take her back to Valley Falls, she absolutely 
refused to hav the costs paid, claiming that she had wronged 
no one, and could not acknowledge the justice of the scn- 
tence to pay costs. "Therefore she is still in custody, along 
with her husband, and the state officers say she will be held 
until the costs are paid. Mr. Walker also announces that he 
will not pay costs when his sentence expires, and unless the 
supreme court reverses the decision of the court which con- 
victed them, their sojourn in jail is likely to be long. 


PorrrroaL success does not always bring happiness. 
Abram S. Hewitt got about thirty thousand more votes than 
any other candidate for mayor of New York, and was 
elected. Heisa man of nervoustemperament, and is troubled 
with insomnia, which the excitement of the campaign aggra- 
vated so that he did not get much sleep until after the elec- 
tion. Last Saturday Mr. Hewitt went down to the City Hall 
and took the oath of office, and, while standing in a draught 
receiving the congratulations of his friends, he took cold 
and is laid up with rheumatism. His message had to be 
sent to the board of aldermen by a messenger, and another 
man is acting mayor. Meanwhile the defeated candidate, 
Mr. Roosevelt, went away to Europe and married a nice 
girl; Henry George is about to enter upon an editorial career 
at the helm of the Standard, and Mr. Wardwell is doubtless 
comfortably fixed somewhere near the fire. Not one of 
them, probably, would exchange places with Mayor Hewitt, | 
and take his insomnia and rheumatism. lt is better to be - 
healthy than to be mayor, even of “the great metropolitan 
eity of New York." 


26 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 8, 


1887. 


Letters fram friends. 


Toronto, ONT., CANADA, Dec. 20, 1886. 
Mr. Epiror: I forward $5, for which you will please giv 
me credit on my subscription for Taz TRUTH SEEKER for 
1887, and let $1 be applied for the defense of Mr. Reynolds. 
"The rest of the money is for pamphlets as per list inclosed. 
Continue the pictures; the balloon was first-rate. 
James Bopy. 


Perris, CAL., Dec. 16, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $5.00 for Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER for 1886-87. Accept many thanks for continuing to 
send the paper. IfItell you I cut wood and drew it twenty 
miles to get the $5.00 sent, you will understand how much I 
think of the dear, grand old TRUTH SEEKER. 
Hoping not to be in arrears again, I remain, 
Yours for the truth, H. L. Wzienr. 


Waırson, Irr., Dec. 23, 1886.. 
Mr. EprroR: Your Subscriber, Eli Erickson, of Wilson, 
I., emigrated from here some time ago, and I bought the 
unexpired time of THE TRUTH SEEKER. Asthat time is now 
expired, T remit à year's subscription, and also one new sub- 
Scriber. We are both activ workers in the cause. Campus 
contains a Catholic and a Methodist church. Your paper, 
with its cartoons, keeps them red-hot. They had rather see 

the devil come there than TuE TRUTH SEEKER. 
E. T. POTTER. 


ToPzkA, Kax., Dec. 24, 1886. 
Mx. EpiTon: Find inclosed $8.50, for four subseriptions 
io the grand old journal of liberty. We hav commenced 
"work here, and will organize & union soon. I think we can 
muster up close to one hundred faithful soldiers to the cause 
of humanity and reality. We hav been receiving Tae TRUTH 
SEEKER through the news stands. I think by spring we can 
raise the subscriptions to twenty-five, as we intend to work 

faithfully. C. H. Sr. CLAIR. 


Fonxs CREEK, Cor., Dec. 19, 1886. 

Mz. Epiror: Received your circular to-day, and will 
send you two dollars on my subscription, as it is all the small 
bills I hav. Would not do without the paper for twice the 
amount. We take the Investigator, Freethinkers’ Magazine, 
and the Liberal. So you see we are well supplied with food 
for the mind. 

We look forward to Mr. Putnam’s coming with pleasure. 
Would like to get up a club for Taz TRUTH SEEKER, but I 
liv at a railroad station, where there are but few people, 
most of them Catholics. 

Mrs. Buckner-Johnson has left us for **sunny" Florida. 
All her friends miss her very much. 

And now, hoping that prosperity and success will follow 
Tug TRUTH SEEKER and the Liberal cause in general through 
all time to come, Iam, Yours truly, B. L. SMITH. 


Farmineron, Uran, Dec. 15, 286. 
Mr. Eviror: Please find inclosed $5.75—$5 on subscrip- 


tion for the best of papers, 50 cents for Colonel Ingersoll’s. 


“ Lay Sermon" to mail to my orthodox friends, and 25 cents 
for the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 

' Ifeelto say that the cartoons are excellent and full of 
meaning ; besides, they assist in introducing the paper in this 
(Mormon) community, so we must not be so sensitiv ** out 


West” here over the ridiculing of ‘‘ sacred ” things as some 
ig g 


of our Eastern friends. Tar Trora SrEkER is a fine mis- 
sionary for the cause about here, as the Mormons think it hits 
the other Christians more direct than them. So they venture 
to read, not seeming to realize that thereby they will be led 
to question the divinity of their own creed. 

What seems best of all, we are to hav the genial S. P. Put- 
nam with us again, and before the winteris gone the Utah 
orthodox will begin to think Ingersollism and Infidelity is 
growing. Hzoror W. Ha1enT. 


JAMESPORT, Mo., Dec. 25, 1886. 

Mnz.EpiroR: It makes me sad to think tha. there is one 
man in this land of boasted liberty who is compelled to be a 
hypocrit in order to make a success of any business. Must 
the teachers of this country surrender their manhood and re- 
ligious independence in order to keep their positions? 
t“ Schoolmaster " writes very discouragingly about his liberty. 
God's Town must be completely engulfed in the darkness of 
superstition and intolerant ignorance. 

Come farther West, brother, and you can gain your free- 
dom and manhood for which you pine and weep. We, asa 
class, in the West set store by a man according to bis value 
to society. The teachers here do not find it necessary to act 
the hypocrit to keep in the profession. Iam outspoken at 
all times on my religious opinions, yet I respect and con- 
sider the feelings and opinions of others. Some of my best 
friends are in the Christian ranks, although I am known by 
everyone to be past redemption. I work and argue against 
Christianity on every occasion, and yet am now employed 
for the sixth successiv term in a Christian district by Chris- 
tian directors. For seven years hav I contended against 
every class of religious fanatics without mercy or fear, and 
during all that time hav been employed continuously in three 
districts, one after another. Christianity is certainly on the 
wane here. 

Mr. Remsburg writes me that he will be here sometime in 
January, and I hope he will awaken a spirit of investigation 
and inquiry. We need hundreds more such men in the field 
constantly, if we wish to accomplish a final triumph of our 
cause. I am often surprised at the ignorance of the people 
with regard to religion. Can there not be some more per- 
fect system of organization proposed? It seems to me that 
the Liberals lack system, especially as to revenue, The fund 


of the National Secular Union is uncertain, and depends en- 
tirely upon the liberality of its friends. This is not as it 
should be. A few pay all the expenses, while the great mass 
of Liberals pay nothing. U. F. Sauer. 


Mon'rroser, Ia., Dec. 2, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: Assuming that you wil pardon a stranger 
friend for addressing these few lines to you, I will state our 
case, and solicit some advice. There are a great many Lib- 
erals in this vicinity, but we are unorganized, and hav never 
had any Liberal lectures in this neighborhood. So the field 
is all open to the preachers, who hav been striving hard for 
the last ten or twelve days and nights to get up a revival, 
but without success, or & very poor one, as they got only 
one old darkey woman and one white man and his wife to 
come forward, the latter having once been Methodists, and 
then Baptists, and now Methodists again. 

The prcachers tried all their arts to get the people to join. 
They first called on all who wanted to go to heaven to rise— 
only one or two responded. They then called on all who 
wanted to go to hell to keep their seats—when about all re- 
mained seated. Now, we are tired of this thing, and wish to 
organize and hav some lectures from a good Liberal speaker. 
Please tell us how to proceed, and what would be the prob- 
able cost; and by so doing you will oblige, 

Yours respectfully, W. B. Van VLIET: 


RoaNoxz, VA., Dec. 19, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: Enclosed find one dollar, to continue my pa- 
per three months more, and then I hope to be able to hav a 
club of three here. This is a very religious place. I know 
of but one Infidel besides myself that has got the sand to say 
so. My next-door neighbor, our ex-mayor, reads my TRUTH 
SEEKER, and is as anxious for every issue as J am, but don't 
want people to know it, for fear of losing popularity. I hav 
long since publicly expressed my unbelief, and I don't see as 
it hurts me in my business, for I try to show my neighbors 
that it does not require a Christian always to be a charitable 
and benevolent man. I like TuE TRUTH SEEKER, and always 
intend to read it as long as I can get it. . The letters from 
friends are very interesting. I like the pictures; but of 
course I don’t indorse everything that comes under the head 
of Freethought. 
I think I havhad sufficient evidence for me to be a Spiritual- 
ist. I don’t doubt that half the mediums claiming to operate 
between this condition of man and the next are frauds; but 
if we can prove one genuin communication, though there be 
a million frauds, the fact that it is possible still remains. 

E. STODDARD. 


. Montesano, W. T., Dec. 14, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: Your most highly-appreciated paper is re- 
ceived regularly, and I find many communications and edi- 
torials upon the important issues of the day that are worthy 
of the highest praise. 

Our small city is at present in a quiet state, but it has been 
but a few weeks since the good people had a serious church 
trial, which ended in one or more of the truly good being 
“ fired," and finally in the burning of the church, by whom 
no one knows. 

I believe that but a short time will expire before an orgau- 
ization will be perfected in this valley, as there are, to my 
knowledge, many Freethinkers here. and it needs only a 
starter to bring things to a business basis. 

We are suffering at present from the iron hand of the local 
option law. The city is cheated out of a revenue of about 
$500 a year, and there is more whisky sold than when they 
granted a license. 

The county has been, and is now, to a great extent governed 
by a set of cranky temperance fanatics, but it will not be so 
leng, as we are gaining ground slowly but surely. 

Knowing that you are working in a good cause, I expect 
entire success of your faithful organ. 

Inclosed please find $3.00 to apply on subscription. 

FRANK LESSMAN. 


PoxrLAND, OR., Dec. 20, 1886. 

Mr. Enrron: There is a young preacher out West who 
promised to marry five young ladies. Everyone agrees that 
he is a very promising young man. 

It would be just as reasonable to expect a man to climb a 
tree headed up in a barrel, as to expect a man who is a slave 
to a creed to think clearly on scientific subjects. 

A preacher not long since accused me of lying. He said I 
had no right to infringe on his patent. 

Preachers compare themselvs to worms. 
they would like to be used for bait. 

Christians should be careful what they pray for. They 
must remember the flood was brought about by a Baptist 
prayer-meeting. 

I bad a splendid dog, until he followed a friend of mine to 
& Presbyterian church. After that he went to sucking eggs 
and killing sheep. 

I guess Christians will quit climbing the golden stairs 
pretty soon. They will be going up in an elevator. 

The Bible was made for impostors to preach, and fools to 
believe. 

The people are farther advanced in religion in the West 
than in the East. We hav a god factory in ?Frisco. 

Preachers generally use large words and small sense. The 
man with the longest head generally usesthe shortest words. 

Preachers go ’round the country pedling heaven and beg- 
ging on the Lord's credit, wherever his credit happens to be 
good. 

Preachers say we must be washed in the blood of the Lamb. 
Why not he washed in the blood of the Pig? J would like 
to ask the question whether if Jesus Christ should walk into 
Trinity church in New York with his old clothes on he would 
be welcome ? 


I wonder how old Christ was ‘aioe he was horn, 


I wonder how 


Some able and good men are Atheists, but. 


A good many Christians hav more faith in a a lightning- rod 
than in God. 

There is a moral about the betrayal kiss of Judas: It 
shows the folly of kissing a man. : 

There are not many Christians who would kneel i in. the 
mud with their Sunday pants on to thank God for anything. 

I think a man with a bif foot would stand.a Boor: chance 
on the narrow path. 

The Salvation Army has nominated J estís'ás: &: 'cáhdidate 
for governor of Oregon. The members go around hollering, 
* Hurrah for Jesus!” The Salvation Army is booming town 
property in the New Jerusalem. 

I hope that my readers will pardon any irreverent. remark 
I might make, as I am not much of a Jesus man.’ 

Everybody will be going. to heaven pretty soon, for hell 
will soon be full. 

The Christian religion Rs a greater reward for one thief 
that repents than for ninety-nine men who hav always been - 
honest. 

I wonder what they would do in heaven if there should be 
two saints to one harp. G. W. Bowman. 


STEUBENVILLE, Dec. 24, 1886. 

Mr. Eprrog: Presumption gone mad is what I should 
designate the disease of the religious fanatics who pretend to 
describe what they call God as a monster man, with all the 
passions and attributes of man. The idea that man should 
attempt to fathom the power that originated the circulation 
of the blood, a blade of grass, or even the growth of a finger- 
nail, with his limited capacity, seems to me the most pre- 
sumptuous, and at the same time the most ridiculous, thing 
in the world. When will we learn to know that we do not 
know anything about it? We are of the earth, earthy, and 
when we attempt to go beyond that we are attempting more 
than our capacity warrants. 

How much better ** Agnosticism!” It does not pretend to 
know anything beyond this life, and uses all the powers that 
nature givs us to better the condition of our fellow-creatures 
and those who are to come after us. We waste no energy on 
other worlds, but endeavor to improve the condition of those 
who hav to occupy this, and, when our time comes to leave 
it, we resign our place and only know that if weever are 
conscious again we hav nothing to regret, and hope to use 
the talents given us to do all the good we can in a second life 
8s we hav done in this. 

Why will man run after baubles in another world and leave 
undone his evident duty in this? It is the fact that cunning 
priests hav learned that they can liv sumptuously on the 
labor of others, so long as they can turn the attention of the 
masses to a future world, while they gull them out of the 
blessings they might hav in this. Talk about political rings ; 
why, they are harmless in comparison to the rings of the 
priests, that encompass the whole world, both civilized and 
savage. They must be broken up by the organization of 
those who can burst the chains they hav placed on the 
minds of men, before mankind can be raised to the full 
stature of manhood. J. Downxs. 


Sprineviriz, Uras, Dec. 19, 1886. 

Mr. EprroR: I desire to write a few lines to comfort and 
cheer all those. who are advocating the cause of oppressed : 
humanity. We hav here to labor under at least an aver- 
age of adverse circumstances, and for one I will do my 
best to ‘‘look upon the bright side," and hope for the best. 

Ilike the idea of Putnam and others for us to organize as 
far as possible in order to more effectually combat the errors 
of the past, and also to build up something better adapted to 
the higher wants of humanity. But for the present here in 
Utah we shall most likely hav to be satisfied with organiz- 
ing politically in self-defense with all classes who are non- 
Mormon against the People's Church and State party. 

Now a few words about subscribers for our TRUTH SEEKER. 
Various excuses are made for not subscribing. The few who 
feel inclined find it difficult to raise the money; for the little 
they get has to be spent for the necessaries of life. Ihav 
offered the journal to any new subscriber for two dollars, 
while I pay three, so, if possible, to induce others to come 
along. I show it, and use encouraging words. Now, by 
waiting till a few days after New Year, I hav the promis of 
one new subscriber; therefore I delay to send till then my 
amount. I cannot refrain from acknowledging. my grateful 
feelings to you and many others who write for our excellent 
journal; for it isa feast of mental food to all who read it, 
unless their appetite is depraved ; and as for the pictures, I 
look over them with delight every time. 

I cannot omit to say we hav a few good and true Free- 
thinkers here in Utah that I love much to associate with. 
But for fear of trespassing too much by being too lengthy I 
will close, after stating in short what pertains to,C. B. 
Reynolds for his defense and services in our cause, who 
deserves much more than he gets from his friends. The 
$2.50 sent is from H. S. Brooks, Joseph Tibbetts, David L. 
Evans, H. M. Dougall, and L. W. Gallup, each fifty cents. 

Fraternally, f L. W.-GALLUP. 


Havana, ILt., Dec. 22, 1886. 

- Mr. Eviror: As I hav not written a letter for Tne TRUTH 
SEEKER for some time, I thought I would giv youa short 
sketch of our Freethought work here. 

Quiver township is in Mason county, Ill. It A noted for 
its great revival meetings, which are held here every winter - 
by Rev. Mr. Juda, pastor of the Christian church. Last 
winter this Rev. Juda was conducting his orthodox ‘circus, 
and about fourteen were converted, baptized, and declared 
members. All.were baptized in winter, when the themometer 
was about zero. They were afraid to put it off until warm 
weather for fear they might die, and if they should die with- 
out being baptized they thought sure the devil would get 
them. This same Juda, who did all this work last winter, 

bas just closed is big meetings. to hg sorrow. ` “Atter.all his 
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preaching, begging, and kind invitations for people to accept 
his doctrin, I am glad to say he did not get a convert. Dis- 
heartened-looking, sad, and melancholy, he gave it up as a 
bad job. This was rather sad for the man of God, but what 
was the cause of all this? Why, the good people of Quiver 
are beginning to think and reason upon this subject, and dur- 
ing his meetings a couple of true and not-afraid-to-speak 
Liberalists scattered the doctrin of Freethought among this 

` good people, and that is what opened their eyes and caused 
them to think. The minister tried to stuff them with his 
Bible myths and prodigal-son stories as he had done before, 
but it was all of no use. 

Last Sunday, December 19th, the members had the pleas- 
ure of baptizing a lady who united with the church last sum- 
mer, but at that time was in feeble health, and they thought 
it unsafe to baptize her then, but last Sunday, when the 
thermometer ranged about zero, she was taken to the beau- 
tiful Quiver creek, and, when all the congregation had as- 
sembled on the banks, she was led down into the ice- 
cold water and ducked in the name of the Lord. The 
waters in the creek seemed to laugh at such ignorance 
as this. It was a disgrace to a civilized community like 
Quiver. But the great time is over, and the minister has 

- gone to labor in some more promising field. I am happy to 
say that Freethought gained more converts than he did. 

Ithink if we can keep the ball of Freethought rolling, we 
can do a great deal of good in this community. I for one 
am always ready and willing to, and do spread Freethought 
every time I hav a chance, and I think it’s every true and 
honest man's duty to do all he can to keep the flag of liberty 
flying inthe air. Our forefathers fought hard against the 
church that we could hav the pleasure of enjoying liberty, 
and now to stand by with our mouths shut, and say nothing, 
and let our country go back into the hands of the church 
again, would be like standing by and seeing a thief run off 
with the goods of an honest man's labor. 

Iam a Freethinker now, and will continue one until this 
mortal frame of mine is laid to rest. J. A. WEABER. 


New Cambria, Kan., Dec. 19, 286. 

Mr. Epiror: The worthy secretary of the American Sec- 
ular Union has hit the right nail on the head when he says: 
** Tf it were not for political power I should never think of 
a Freethought organization.” That sums the whole thing up 
in a nutshell. Liberals, did you ever consider that as long 
as you are about equally divided up among the political 
parties you are not the “ kind of cats” that politicians cater 
to? The majority of Catholics are Democrats, and the ma- 
jority of Protestants are Republicans; and do they not both 
receive favor from their respectiv parties? Hence the ad- 
vantage is apparent of being organized and throwing our in- 
fluence ina body; then we can accomplish something and 
obtain recognition. What is the use to write to the candi- 

` date of your respectiv party when it is a foregone conclusion 
that you allow to vote for him no difference what his answer 
may be, which is generally this: ‘‘ While I am in favor of a 
total separation of church and state, if I am elected I would 
vote against any measure favoring the Nine Demands of 
Liberalism.” Is not such an answer a contradiction in terms, 
because the Nine Demands of Liberalism show just wherein 
church and state are united? And can it be possible that he 
doesn’t know the meaning of the word “‘ total?” No, he 
knows your prejudices for your party, and that with the 
fact staring you in the face that you can expect nothing 
better from the other parties you will support him. 

Liberals how do you intend to accomplish the Nine De- 
mands of Liberalism? Only through a political effort. But 
our kaders must not wait for us to become strong through 
organization before they make a political effort. Did our 
Revolutionary fathers wait until they became strong before 
they made an effort for national independence? Did the ad- 
vocates of Abolition wait until they had become strong 
through organization? Did the noble men and women 

` throughout all ages wait until they gained enough friends to 
defend them before giving their grand truths to the world? 
No; the word wait is not the stuff of which heroes are 
made. The only way for us to succeed is to makc a bold 
stand, and then, and not till then, can we surmount what 
seems to be an impossibility. To pave the way for this, at- 
tend your respectiv parties' convention, and tell them in plain 
words what plank you are most in favor of in their platform, 
and insist if they don't intend to carry out the plank to the 
letter for the sake of truth and contempt of hypocrisy not to 
insert it. And then compare notes, and if there are any of 
the parties that will make a faithful promise to carry out our 
plank, then it is the bounden duty of every Liberal to sup- 
port that party, and this you can do without sacrificing any. 
of your political principles, of course, except you are 
prejudiced because there is no other issue between—es- 
pecially the two old parties—except the tariff, and they are 
divided on that, there being free-trade Republicans and pro- 
tectiv Democrats. But if there are none that will make a 
faithful promis to carry out the Nine Demands of Liberal- 
ism, then we'should ally ourselvs with some new party, be- 
cause they are most always progressiv, and hence the easier 
to ingraft upon. Remember that the Abolitionists had re- 
. ceived no promises from that once hale and buoyant party, 
the Republican, who carried out the Abolitionist movement 
to their entire satisfaction. What would such an effort ac- 
complish in my opinion? Jt would force all parties to ex- 
punge from their platforms planks they hav no intention of 
carrying out. What effect would this hav? Why, there are 
thousands that would leave their party if it should omit one 
plank in the platform, no matter if there never had been any 
other use made of it any more than an ornament; and who 
could blame them, that being the most beautiful part about 
the platform? Besides, this would force an issue and would 
giv an impetus to Liberalism throughout the country. Iam 


aware that new movements are made up of individuals who 
hav been ostracized more or less, but if you can get them 
to take hold once they will sweep every thing before them, 
no matter if their social faculty has been forced to lie 
dormant on account of their uncongenial surroundings. 
Jonn W. Asnorr. 


. Kzxr, O., Dec. 27, 1886. 

Mr. Eniror: Much is being said at the present time about 
landed equality. Many claim that the god of nature intend- 
ed all land to be free, and to belong to his people in equal 
proportions; that no one has the right in equity to hold in 
‘fee simple” any part of Mother Earth, but that each and 
every one should hav the right to enter upon any lands they 
may desire, to grow the necessaries of life, without hindrancc 
or objection by anyone else. :I know this field of argument 
is open and broad enough for many fluent speeches, but I 
wish to giv in à few words my idea of the question, and, to 
represent the same, I wish to place man back to the more 
primitiv state, and imagin every man to be in possession of 
forty acres of land. On this amount of land every man could 
certainly grow.enough to feed a large family. But I soon 
learn that we need something besides food for our comforts. 
We need clothes to keep us warm. What are we to do? 
Why, we hav only to grow the cotton, and raise the sheep, 
and we are fixed. This seems easy, but we shall need some 
device for making the cotton and wool into yarn, the yarn 
into cloth. How are we to do this from the ground? Why, 
one man says, you take my land and grow food for us 
both, and I will make machinery to make the yarn. Then 
comes anothér and says, You take my forty acres and raise 
keeping for all three of us, and I will make the clothes for 
all of us. We now hav food and raiment, but we need 
houses to livin. What shall we doin this case? We can 
not grow our houses. Now comes the fourth man, and says, 
Farmer, you take my land and raise food for the manufact- 
urer, the tailor, and the Jaborer, and we will make the saw- 
mill, saw the lumber, make the iron and nail mill, make the 
nails, etc., to build us all houses, and we will exchange our 
work and product for your work and product. By this 
plan all are fed, clothed, and housed. No price seems to be 
set to any article of production on either side. A mutual 
and equitable exchange or barter is expected. When the 
farmer takes his product to the manufacturer to barter for 
articles of manufacture that he needs, he finds a great deal 
of time and labor is required to make the exchange; also 
finds that many times other farmers hav supplied the wants 
of the manufacturer and laborer, and he fails to make an ex- 
change. He may desire to cross the Atlantic, but finds no 
place where he can trade corn for a ticket of transit. Neither 
is it convenient to carry with him potatoes or onions to pay 


| his other expenses while making the trip. To remedy this, 


our government, like others, has said that certain metals of 
certain size and quality shall hav a certain denominate value, 
and such minerals (called money) shall be taken and given 
in exchange for all articles of value; also shall be taken for 
all labor, service, or assistance rendered by one to another. 
The law-makers when making such law did not, nor could 
not, put a price upon any article of traffic or commodity, but 
left each and every one to determin what he should, or can, 
get for such article or service. If law should fix the price of 
corn or a day's work, and it was afterward found the price of 
corn was too high, the laborer would soon be found a pro- 
ducer of corn, and a surplus: would be the result. "Then a 
reaction would come, and the number of laborers would be 
augmented, and corn would become scarce. 

Where the price of everything is left to be governed by 
circumstances, equality of prices can be better fixed. When 
there is a surplus of corn, the.price of corn decreases. When 
more manufactured articles are on the market than there is 
a call for, the prices must decline. When there is a surplus 
of laborers, and men are looking for work, there must he a 
reduction in wages. ; 

Thus we see how it is that landed property came to be 
in the hands of afew. We do not all want land.’ The doc- 
tor, the Jawyer, manufacturer, mechanic, etc., hav no use 
for land, but each earns his living by his brain and skill. 
Land did not grow everything needed to make us comforta- 
ble, and barter or exchange was & failure. We find that 
although each had an equal proportion of Mother Earth when 
we started, necessity compelled us to barter &way our 
rights in such land that one man might hav more land in 
order to raise produce for those who choose to utilize the 
other blessings that nature has placed within our reach. 
Even those that wish land do not need the same amount. 
One man wishes land on which to graze his flocks, and needs 
more acres. Another wishes to grow grain, and requires less 
acres, Another livs near town, and wishes to engage in 
“ truck farming,” and can till but a small amount of land. 
No two require the same amount. Again: if there were no 
individual lands, who would take the trouble to enrich the 
poorer lands for others to work? Who would work the 
poorer land when the rich valleys are more productiv? To 
remedy this difficulty, man, from the earliest ages, has made 
natural, just, and equitable laws to protect each individual 
in his natural rights. No one is allowed to infringe or tres- 
pass on the rights of another. I believe it as much impossi- 
ble to keep up and maintain a civilized nation or government 
without individual rights and individual property as it is for 
vegetation to grow without the light and heat of the sun. 
All are not, nor cannot be, farmers. It requires skill and 
hard work to grow the necessaries of life. No two farmers 
can grow the same amount of crops, even on the same land. 
The farmer who uses the best judgment, does the most work, 
and that at the proper time, who is the most economical, and 
sees to his business the best, is the most successful. As with 
the farmer, so with the manufacturer, the doctor, lawyer, 
mechanic, and the common laborer. No two laborers will 
do the same amount of work in a day of the same quality. 


No two use the same economy, etc., consequently one makes 
a better living than another. 

Would it be right for the economist to be compelled to 
divide with the shiftless spendthrift! No two trees in the 
forest are of the same commercial worth, although growing 
side by side on the same ground, their leaves drinking in the 
same rains and dews, and breathing the same air. Nature 
has so decreed, and man cannot change her laws. We may, 
and it is our duty to, improve our condition in life all we 
can, but we cannot all arrive at that same moral, physical, or 
financial worth. We should not envy those who succeed 
better than ourselvs. If we do as best we can, the same god 
or power that brought us into this world, and to which we 
are all subject, will, when the separating link is broken that 
binds the present with the eternal future, if he has so decreed, 
waft our never-dying soul to its future destiny—our material 
bodies back to mother dust to foster the minute germs of o 
new creation. ` f : - 

From whence we came, or where we go, 

Is not for mortal man to know. 

We need not ask—no one can tell 

Whether we stop here, or go henée to dwell, 
While we are permitted here to liv, 

Ask not what we would not freely giv. 
Make the best of everything all we can, 


And envy not our fellow-man. 
A. D. SwaN. 


Conoorp, KY., Dec. 17, 286. 

Mr. Epiror: ‘Chilton A. White has joined the Christian 
church.” So says one of our country organs. Not that 
there is anything remarkable about a man of this name join- 
ing this church or any other. It is a simple fact, an every- 
day occurrence, but there isa point or two of which I wish 
to make a note. 

Chilton A. White has been a distinguished light in our po- 
litical circle. He has heretofore been regarded as a profound 
jurisconsult, gifted with a large share of forensic eloquence, 
and has held positions of trust and emolument. As we said 
before, this thing of itself is of little moment, but we believe 
one logically inclined might get an argument out of it, might 
draw an inference. 

Why did Chilton A. White wait until this time in his life 
to seek ingress at the door of salvation? That entrance 
would hav welcomed him years ago. There isa reason, and 
I propose to voice it. He, unless compelled, would never do 
it. He has harbored the reason’ long, but he smothered it 
too, and would hav suffocated it if he could. But it seems 
secrets are tired of concealment, and are avenging themselvs 
by revelation, so this one has strengthened with his weakness, 
overmastered, and, at last, betrayed him. 

Our reason or inference is this—and if our distinguished 
subject can detect an error in it we would beglad to hav him 
do so: He, is growing old. Whisper it as softly as you 
please, but it is all too true. He is growing old in that sense 
that bespeaks inanition and decay. The kind of vitality 
which he has been utilizing is running low, and he seeks this 
holy receptacle for his waning powers. Yes, after having 
harvested the fruitage of his prime and vigor, he is going to 
devote his exhausted energies to God. It seems as though 
God gets a great deal of this kind of largess. I do not know 
whether he ever inspects thc nature of the compliment or not, 
but if he does he cannot feel very highly flattered, one would 
think. But what matters itso Chilton A. White turns good 
and goes to heaven? And then here is something else of con- 
sideration. If younger and more effectiv men hav crowded 
bim from the rostrum and forum, he may yet occupy the ex- 
hortation platform, and it may be in time the pulpit, in his 
turn filling the place of some one still more effete than him- 
self—not be hustled into obscurity all at oncc, but by kindly 
imperceptible degrees. If he is compclled to forsake Black- 
stone, his God of civillaw, which he never desecrated by 
question or deviation, he still as a derniér resort has the su- 
preme head of the new Jerusalem for quotation and interpre- 
tation. Quite a philosophical deduction and a pleasing 
perspectiv. — AE 

We will close our brief criticism with an antithesis. We 
quote verbatim the brave words of one whose name is as 
familiar to Tus TuurH SEEKEx family as a household word: 
“Having been victimized by this sentiment called religion, 
and the best part of my life lost, I fcel certain that it is, and 
always has been, a curse to the race, and I am striving to rid 
myself, and wish I could the world, of the last dregs of it.” 

What & contrast! The author of these grand utterances 
has had the advantages of time, experience, and education. 
He is a man of letters, has figured conspicuously in court 
circles, and been made the recipient of many honors due his 
superior abilities. . But greater than all are his unswerving 
integrity, his deep insight into truth, and his unwavering 
fidelity to it. It is these supereminent qualitics that hav 
lifted him above his fellows and made him the greatest 
* Roman of them all.” Accumulating years hav not robbed 
him. They hav, instead, added majesty to his mind and 
dignity to his name. Unlike our newly-made child of Chris- 
tianity, the act of whom proclaimed retrogression, deteriora- 
tion, and decline, his course is marked by development, 
progress, and advancement. While the one has sunk into 
the driveling occupation of saving his own soul, the other is 
working earnestly and intently in meliorating the condition 
of the race. The act of the one abets and indorses enslave- 
ment, while every thought and deed of the other make for 
emancipation. The one is forging manacles; the other is 
striving by every honorable means to break them. The one, 
as the crowning act of his life, blindly embraces delusion ; 
the other as indignantly rejects it. The church may vaunt- 
ingly boast of its newly-acquired acquisition, and prate of 
the wonderful influence likely to result from it, but a thou- 
sand such acquisitions are as nothing compared: with this 
name which glorifies the splendid domain of Freethought. - 

Begging our friend’s pardon for the contrast, we will 
leave, for the time, the ‘‘ regenerated,” who, like the poor 
cardinal, turns to his God when he can no longer serve his 


king. Q religion, thou art à jewel! 
g ee Vireinia E. VANUNE. 
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River, Mass., to whom ali Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


Hail, Thou New Year! 


Hail, thou New Year! though thou hast come so 
soon, 

Im hardly willing yet to say good-bye 

To the old friend who lays aside his crown, 
And in the grave of time lies down to die. 

Y had grown fond of him, and learned to know 
The faults and virtuer of the dear Old Year; 

He brought me many a comfort, many a joy, 
Although—ah, yes—he caused me many a tear. 


But for the tears, as often as they flowed, 
He gave me peace, he gave me amiles again, 
And taught me to look upward to hope's skies, 
And ree the rainbow gleaming through therain. 
The dear Old Year! He came as merrily 
As thou dost come, just twelve short months 
ago; 
And now, because he has grown old at last, 
Shall we forget the faithful life? Ah,no! 


Thou art a stranger; what know men of thee? 
Thy promises may all be fair and bright, 
But many a morning dawning cloudlessly 
Has brought a weary day and stormy night. 
Well, we will welcome thee—ay, trust thee. too; 
Thy face is fair, and young, and glad, and we 
Will ark a blessing on thy reign, O king ! 
Till a new year shall take thy throne from thee. 
— Harper’s Weekly. 
——— —Á- $9 —— ——— — —— 


Rebecca. 


Rebecca lived away back in the last cent- 
ury, when the people spun and wove all the 
garments they wore. The spinning-wheel 
was more important than any other article of 
household furniture, and it was not orna- 
mented with gay ribbons and set up in the 
best room, as sometimes seen in these days, 
but it was in almost constant use, the big 
wheel going round and round from the rising 
to the setting of the sun. Rebecca was very 
handy at spinning all kinds of yarn, except 
street yarn, and also knew how to weave the 
yarn into cloth; then, too, she knew how to 
fashion the cloth into clothes. She was a 
bright-eyed, smart, capable Yankee girl when 
she attracted the attention of the wife of Gov- 
ernor Belcher, who was in pursuit of & maid 
to assist her in such work as Rebecca was 
versed in. Jonathan Belcher made the 
acquaintance of Lady Belcher in England, 
where they were married, and she followed 
his fortuues to the wilds of America. Mr. 
Belcher was a graduate of Harvard College in 
the year 1699, and was regarded as a very 
promising young man, and in England asso- 
ciated with the Princess Sophia and her son, 
who is known in history as George I. 

When Governor Burnet of the Colonies died 
in 1780, Mr. Belcher was appointed by the 
king governor of Massachusetts and New 
Hampshire, and he held that honorable posi- 
tion for eleven years. Afterward he visited 
England for the third time, and then was ap- 
pointed governor of New Jersey, and went 
there to liv. He became the patron and 
great benefactor of Princeton College. But 
it was while he lived in Boston, and was gov- 
ernor of Massachusetts and New Hampshire, 
that Rebecca went to liv in his family. Lady 
Belcher was greatly interested in her tidy 
waiting-maid, and was often amused at her 
witty remarks. Sometimes Lady Belcher 
was sad when she thought of her distant 
home and her relativs far across the deep At- 
Jantic. At such times Rebecca would strive 
to interest her in various ways. 

** [f I could read, dear lady,” she said one 
day, ‘‘as you can, I would not be lonely.” 

“Would you like to learn to read?" in- 
quired Mrs. Belcher. 

** Oh, I would indeed,” answered Rebecca. 

‘Then I will teach you,” said the good 
lady. ''We will commence now.” 

Rebecca clapped her hands, and danced 
about in great glee. She was so apt a scholar 
that she soon learned to read, write, spell, 
and cipher. 

Oh, how proud she was of her attainments! 
And how hard she studied! She did not 
neglect her other duties, but repeated her 
spelling lesson while at the spinning wheel, or 
while washing dishes. 

At length, when the news spread that Re- 
becca had beeome a scholar, she was invited 
to teach a school. Bo she opened a school 
for little girls and boys in her father’s house. 
There was a big fireplace in the room, for 
there were no stoves then, and the children 
sat about on benches, stools, and little 


crickets, She taught them well and faith- | late him!” shouted ‘the crowd, 


fully, however, and imparted to them all the 
book knowledge that she knew. 

After a while Rebecca married, and went 
to liv in a home of her own out among the blue 
hills at Milton. Little children of her own, 
boys and girls, came to her, and she tanght 
them how to grow into good men and good 
women. When they were grown they never 
forgot her lessons, and, as after awhile they 
went away to liv in other parts, they never 
forgot her. When children they used to hav 
great fun, piling into the big wagon, which 
was drawn by oxen, and riding into Boston 
to see the sights. 

The time came when their children, Re- 
becca’s grandchildren, had greater enjoyment 
riding out to Milton to visit her. Rattle- 
snakes were in the woods, it was said, and 
along the fences, but they did not care for 
rattlesnakes when they went berrying. Ber- 
ries, wild cherries, and all kinds of nuts were 
abundant there in their season. One of her 
grandsons was one day up in a tree, picking 
cherries, when he accidentally disturbed a 
nest of hornets. Quick as thought, when he 
saw what he had done, he threw his basket 
over his head, and as it bounded to the 
ground, he jumped, and fell flat upon his 
face. The hornets in their wild rage flew at 
the innocent basket and commenced stinging 
it. The boy, whose name was Isaac, lay as 
still as a mouse, peeping with one eye occa- 
sionally at the enraged hornets stinging the 
old basket. There he lay until the hornets 
had had their revenge out, and left, which 
was not till near nightfall, when he cautiously 
arose, and ran home to tell the tale to Re- 
becca, his grandmother, who drew a moral 
from the action of the hornets toward the in- 
nocent basket. 

Rebecca lived to a great age, and her life 
was honest, just, and useful, and she often 
told of the happy days she passed as lady’s 
maid at the residence of good Governor 
Belcher. She was wise, thrifty, and indus- 
trious, and her traits of character may be still 
seen in her descendants. 8. H. W. 

— er 
Susie's Perplexity. 
“ What can they giv me, I wonder? 
They gave me last year such a lot, 


I really can’t think of a present 
I havn’t already got. 


* Books with the prettiest covers, 
The prettiest pictures, too, 
And full of the sweetest stories— 
Ihavn't yet read them through. 


** Work-boxes, thimbles, and needles, 
And dresses, and gloves, and shoes 
And tables, and china dishes, 
How many nobody knows. 


“ I looked in the windows in Boston, 

Full of everything nice and fine, 
But I did not see a collection 
One-half as pretty as mine. 


* My room is perfectly lovely, 
Just perfect, and anytbing more 
Would make it dotted and cluttered, 
"T would spoil it, I feel quite sure. 


“ Ah; I know of another Susie, 
She livs just over the way, 
Her room looks bare, and her mother 
Goes out to work by the day. 


“ She has just the sweetest of faces, 
She’s just as good as she looks, 
But her mother can scarcely giv her 
Her food, and her clothes, and books. 


^ * So I won't take any presents 
This year, but this I will say, 
Giv them all to the other Susie, 
Who livs just over the way.” —M. W. R. 
— oe 


Regulating the Elephant. 


Everybody had heard that the great ele- 
phant was loose, and several families whose 
gardens he had torn up and whose boys he 
had trampled upon, were sure of it. There 
was great excitement, and the town held a 
meeting to decide what should be done. ‘They 
did not want to exterminate him; in fact, 
many of them did not believe that they could 
extermiuate him, for he was & pretty big ele- 
phant. Besides, he was useful in his proper 
place—in shows, in India, and in story-books. 

* Our best plan is to try and regulate him,” 
said an enthusiastic speaker. ‘‘ Let us build 
toll gates along the routes we find he is going 
to take, and make him pay—-—” 

** Yes, but that leaves him roaming round,” 
shrieked an old woman. ‘‘And I don’t want 
my boy killed.” 

‘Keep your boy away from him; that’s 
your business. Why, madam, don’t you 
know that an elephant’s hide and tusks are 
valuable for mechapical and surgical pur- 
poses, and that he is useful in India? Be- 
sides, there's the toll he will pay. We shall 
by this means get money enough into the pub- 
lic treasury to build schools for a good many 
boys who are not trampled to death." 


“That’s the plan. Regulate him! Regu- 


So they appointed a great many committees, 
and drafted constitutions and by-laws, and 
circulated petitions, and by the time the ele- 
phant had killed several more boys and 
trampled down & quantity of gardens, they 
had erected very comfortable toll-houses for 
the gate-keepers and gates for the elephant ; 
and then they waited with great satisfaction 
to see the animal regulated. 

Slowly the great feet tramped onward; 
slowly the great proboscis appeared in view ; 
and, with & sniff of contempt, the elephant 
lifted the gate from its hinges and walked off 
with it, while the crowd stared after him in 
dismay. 

* Well!" exclaimed the keeper, catching 
his breath; ‘‘we havn't made much money 
so far, but the regulation plan would hav been 
first-rate if the elephant hadn't been a leetle 
stronger than the obstruction." The ele- 
phant's name was Whisky. 


Our Puzzle Box. 


1.—REBUB. 


Six masculin names. 


2.—DIAMOND. 


1. A letter from Southampton. 

2. To lay in order. 

3. Departed souls. 

4, A title of nobility. 

5. A river in the United States. 

6. Compactness. 

7. Denominations. 

8. To dally amorously. 

9. A letter from Southampton. 
Warren B. OROHARD. 


3.—REBUS. 


Arithmetical. ` 


4.—DIVERSIFIED ANAGRAMS. 


Giving the sequel to '' Adam's Advent- 
ures,” as suggested by Heston’s eighth car- 
toon in TRUTH SEEKER of September 11th. 


Altho’ it was not harp-time yet, 

A creature with a harp I met. 

’T was Erin’s harp, and Hirem Pat 

Was playing ‘‘ Adam's old prime hat.” 

The tune to me did Ae impart 

With all the vim of his imp heart; 

Yet ne'er before did harp emit 

Such discord as did hamper it. 

Poor mother Eve cried, ‘‘ Hie, tramp fly P 
“t With widow’s weeds don’t tamper, Hi/” 
‘You cannot trap me, Hi,” she said, . 
And knocked that prime hat off his head. 
But Hirem cried, “Oh, Pm her Pat,” 

And begged, ‘‘ Pray, do not rip me hat!” 


-So fierce she grabbed him by the hair, 


I knew we ne’er should see them pair. 

A perfect earth-imp now in ire, 

Revenge has set his soul on fire ; 

With cunning now he eyed their map 

To know the place where Eve must nap. 

‘*So when her eyes in sleep are closed, 

[Pll steal the monkey unopposed ; 

And so of household gods bereft, 

The hat by will, the beast by theft, 

"T will leave her sad and desolate.” 

*T was thus I overheard him prate, 

“A thrim ape tis," Pat swore in court, 

For he had bobbed the monkey short. 

In vain the trick the rogue to save! 

Justice still overtakes the knave ! 

He sees her with a rope, not far, 

And hears her warning, ‘‘ hemp liar." 

"Tis ever thus since Eden's blight 

Our ‘‘ household gods" work Love’s despite. 
Irwin, Iowa. J. K. P. BAKER. 
Nots.—All the ééalicized words contain in 

each place all the letters of a name for certain 

* household gods." Only eight letters; and 

if anyone will try to accomplish something of 

the same kind perhaps he will giv me some 

credit for what I here offer in the form of a 

Story—the sequel to ‘‘ Adam's Adventures.” 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN’S CORNER, 
: DEO. 25, 1886. 

1.-A high pitch. 2.-Alexandria. 3~-The 
(k)nights at the poles are longer than those 
on the line, 


Correspondence. 


. Ery, Vr., Dec. 21, 1886. 

Dear Miss Wixon. As I am a Freethinker, 
and a reader of Tae TRUTH SEExER, I think I 
will write a few lines for it. 

I liv among the snowy hills of Vermont, but 
in spite of the snow and dismal weather which 
we are now having, it seems quite pleasant 
here to me, as this has always been my home. 

There are not very many Freethinkers here, 
but those that are are so cowardly that they 
dare not speak the word Freethought out- 
tight. There are one Catholic and two Prot- 
estant churches here. I go to the Protestant 
church quite often, as I like to hear both 
sides of the story. 

It seems so strange to think that people 
will believe such stories as there are in the 
Bible. Ifthe fairy tales had the word Bible 
printed upon them, the people would believe 
they were true. Ithink that Freethought is 
one of the greatest beliefs in the world. Yet 
how many people hav been put to death on 
account of it—a business that would be car- 
ried on to-day if the churches had the power. 
A great many people think that a person is 
not human unless he believes in some church, 
and yet how many of the greatest and most dis- 
tinguished men were, and are, Freethinkers ! 

How the people of the church dislike Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll! I heard it preached the 
other evening that ‘‘ he would not be the ora- 
tor he is if it wasn’t for the Christian world.” 

Now, dear Miss Wixon, I think I shall hav 
to close, as I am afraid I shall tire you with 
my letter. If you think this worth printing, 
lshould be pleased to see it in print. I re- 
main, Yours respectfully, 

i Dena L. Dimonp. 

P.S.—I should be pleased to correspond 
with some of the young folks of Tos Trura 
SEEKER who are about sixteen or more years 
old. D. L. D. 


Oax Porr, W. T., Dec. 12, 1886. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I saw in Tae TuuTR 
SERKER of Nov. 6th that some kind friend of- 
fered to giv a small prize to the little girl 
who can write the best piece in regard to the 
world we liv in. 

Although we hav but a slim chance for ed- 
ucation in this part, I thought I would try my 
hand at it. I am eleven years and three 
months old. We liv on the north bank of the 
Columbia river, forty miles from the Pacific 
ocean, and sixty miles from Portland, Or., the 
principal city of the Northwest. Lumbering 
and fishing is the principal business. Trees 
grow very large here, from two hundred to 
two hundred and fifty feet tall, and from six 
to seven feet in diameter; they are mostly fir, 
spruce, cedar, and hemlock, and there are 
logging camps here, where the men cut down 
these big trees and saw them into different 
lengths, and oxen, some six or seven yoke, 
liaul them to the streams, or else to the rail- 
road. A railroad passes by our schoolhouse 
with logs, where it rolls them into the Colum- 
bia river, and then these logs are made into 
rafts, and towed by steamers up or down the 
river to mills, where they are sawed into lum- 
ber, and ships carry it to every part of the 
world. 

"There are a great many salmon in the Co- 
lumbia river, and, in the early spring and sum- 
mer, men go out in boats, two men to each 
boat, with long nets six hundred and seven ` 
hundred yards long and thirty feet deep. 
They drift all night and take their fish in the 
morning to the canning houses, where they 
are cut up and put in cans, cooked, and then 
labeled and sent to all parts of the world. 
Some of these salmon weigh forty and fifty 
pounds. . 

In the fall we can see the ships go right be- 
low our house, up to Portland, empty, and go 
back down the river loaded with wheat, 
which comes from Eastern Oregon and Wash- 
ington Territory, and which goes mostly to 
Europe, where there are many people and 
bread is hard to get. 

The largest city in the world is London; 
the largest in the United States are New York, 
Boston, Chicago, New Orleans, and San Fran- 
cisco. In Chicago they pack large quantities 
of beef and pork and send it to all parts of the 
world. 

In the Southern states there are great quan- 
tities of sugar, cotton, tobacco, and rice; the 
Middle states produce plenty of fine fruit, 
grain, and vegetables. The climate of the 
northern part of the United States is cold, 
temperate in the center, and hot, in the South. 
Europe produces large quantities of fruit, 
wool, wine, and grain. There are many 
beautiful rivers, mountains, and lakes in the 
world. The largest river is the Amazon, and 
the largest in the United States is the Missis- 
sippi. 

"This is all I know of this world as yet; but 
I:hope, by reading Tne TRUTH SEEKER, and 
especially the Children’s Corner, I may grow 
wiser as I grow older. And, in cenclusion, I 
think this world is just as we make it our- 
selvs. If we be kind and peaceable to others 
we wil get kindness in return. I am your 
little friend, Luzzi Lawson. 


[Lizzie's letter did not come to hand until 
after we had selected the little essay for the 
toy prize. We thank her for the interesting 
Sketch of the place where she livs, and shall 
be pleased to hear from her any time. Per- 
haps 80me girl or boy in the East will tell us 
now about our manufactures and industries, 
which will interest our Western friends. We 
are truly proud of theintelligence and capacity 
of our children in the Corner,—Ep. C. C.] 
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So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that Tur TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
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SPIRITUALISM 
Sustained 
By the Bible. 


BY COL. JOHN R. KELSO. 
CONTENTS: 


SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE BIBLE. 

SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE CHRIS- 
TIAN OHUROH. 

SPIRITUALISM A NECESSITY IN GOD’S GEN- 
ERAL GOVERNMENT. 

SPIRITUAL MEDIUMSHIP. 

OBJECTIONS To SPIRITUALISM ANSWERED. 


Like all Tax TRUTH SrExzn's publications, the 
mechanical execution of the work is all that could 
be desired. Good paper, clear type—in short, a 
neat little volume. 

- The primary object of the work, as its title indi- 
cates, is to sustain Spiritualism, but the absurdi- 
ties of the Christian religion, and the abomina- 
tions of the old Jew book, get a terrible shaking 
up. The book contains much to interest every 
intelligent reader. Colonel Kelso has done 
much acceptable work in the cause of Freethought 
and Liberalism all over the land. Send for his 
new book—read it—put it into the hands of every 
Christian ; it will teach him that the way of the 
fool is foolishness. Every Liberal who reads it 
will certainly find his “Spiritual” strength re- 
newed.—John Peck. 

Bound in oloth, 245 pp., price $1. 
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WHATS TO BE DONE?! _ 


A NIHILISTIC ROMANCE. 


By N. G. TCHERNYCHEWSKY. With a portrait 
of the Author. Penis by BENI. 
. TUCKER. 


Written in Prison. Suppressed by the Czar, The 
Anthor Over Twenty Years an Exile in Sibe- 
ria. Russian Edition worth $600 a Copy. 
First American Edition Exhaust 
in Four Days. Second now 
eady, An Elegant 
olume of 330 
Pages. 
PRESS COMMENTS : 
To call the book the “Uncle Tom's Cabin” of 
sm is scarcely extravagance.—Boston Adver- 


tiser. 

It is perhaps the book which has most power- 
fully influenced the youth of Russia in their 
growth into Nihilism, and it i8 remarkable and 
noteworthy as a work which has played so impor- 
tant a part in the political and social history of 
the century.—Boston Courier. | . 

Asa revelation of folk life it is invaluable; we 
hav noother Russian pictures that compare with 
it.—Providence Star. m 

The characters are 80 strongly and vividly drawn 
that the interest in their fate becomes intense as 
the thread of the narrativ is slowly unwound.— 
Boston Saturday Evening Gazette. "A 

en we come to consider the publication of 
such books as Flaubert's *Salammbo " and Teher- 
nychewsky's * What's To Be Done?" we cannot 
avoid the conclusion, that something must hav 
happened, to the society for the suppression of 
indecent literature.—St. Louis Republican. 
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Sabbath-Breaking 
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INTELLECTUAL LIBERTY 


From Thales to Copernicus. 
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Reign of the Stoics.” 
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be kept and referred to, and pondered over fron. 

ear to year. It is a guide-book of Liberalism 

hrough the past centuries prior to 1600, the era of 
Copernicus and Bruno, It does not take the place 
of other histories like Gibbon, Hallam, or Lecky, 

ut it makes them intelligible by pointing out the 
white light that has been cast upon the lurid 
clouds of ignorance, superstition, and cruelty, 
from the little stream of Freethought that has 
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and Vagrancy: Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 


PRIOK, $3.50 


ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents ; 6 copies, $1. 
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other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 


Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 
version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 


cents. 
Bor all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; J. M. Pryse and J. 
M. Burgler, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 
prise, the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generally 
to the practical solution of the problem o. Integral 
Qo-operation. Price, $1 a year; 50 cents for six 
months; 85 cents for three months, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 8, 188". 


Poetry. 


Uncle. Bill on the Preachers. 


They tell me this, and they tell me that, 

And they tell me everything, 
. The road forks here, and the road forks there, 

And the road goes round in a ring. 

They giv me wheat, and they giv me chaff, 
And call it the bread of life, 

They claim religion-is pleasure and peace, 
They claim it is penance and strife. 


They reason from love that God is good, 
From hate—and they make him bad ; 

They preach : * His mercy for ever endures "— 
They preach that he will get mad; 

They figure and twist and make him one, 
They twist him again—he is three; 

They split his kingdom in two, and yield 
The devil the earth and sea. 


They muddle my brain with doubt and dirt 
And talk of his marvelous light— 
They say I am blind when I cannot see 
A dawn through eternity's night; 
They stand me up in a row and draw 
A crooked line in the dark, 
And tell me to toe the scratch, and say 
I'm damned if I straddle the mark. 


They prove the Bible is true, and prove 
It teaches an endless hell; 
They prove it is truer than that, and prove 
That all shall at last be well. 
They say that it says what it does not say, 
And what it does Say—deny, 
And, say what you will, if you say they are wrong, 
They say what you say is a lie. 


There’s Elder Brown of the Baptist church, 
He argues it plain and square 
That ducking a man is saving a man 
And no other method is fair; 
But the Presbyterian parson, White, 
He argues it square and plain 
‘hat spraying a man is saving a man 
And all other methods are vain. 


While Rev. Green, the Methodist man, 
Declares, with a two-sided wink: 

The odds doesn’t matter a single drop, 
But just as you happen to think; 

And Quaker Smith has a broad-rimmed view, 
And says, with a “ thee” and ' thou," 

That water baptism don’t wash with him 
(His claim I’m inclined to allow). 


But how in the devil, or how in the Lord, 
Such mysteries may abound, 

And celestially be all the truer because 
They are not terrestially sound, 

Is more than my noddle can manage, and so 
I say to the preachers: Go on! 

What God wants of me he can tell it to me 
As well as he could to St. John; 

And I say to the Lord, and believe if the Lord 
Has got any sense he can see, 

He needn’t to send any drunimers around 
When he has any business with me. 

FBANK FELT. 


Jesus and the Jews. 


She was a charming young widow of the 
Catholic persuasion. The subject of conver- 
sation was the rejection by a young lady, a 
devout member of Mother Shurch, her af- 
fianced, a gentleman of Jewish descent, well 
cultured and of unblemished character, whom 
she fondly loved. After a long courtship and 
an exchange of plighted vows, sealed by many 
tokens of genuin affection, by persuasion of 
parents, mother superior, and other devotees 
of the “ true faith,” reluctantly, tearfully, she 
told him she couldn’t marry one of Hebrew 
extraction. No, not even if he should con- 
sent to kneel'at the same altar with her. 

I expressed my regret that hearts cemented 
by the holiest ties should thus be ruthlessly 
torn asunder, and that the poor girl should 
sacrifice her happiness at the dictation of those 
who regarded the most sacred affections of 
the soul as secondary to religious prejudice. 

** Indeed,” said the young widow, “ I think 
she did perfectly right. Nothing could in- 
duce me to marry & hook-nosed Jew. I de- 
spise the race.” 

* Now, Mrs. J.," said I, “listen. Young 
widows, having tasted the charms of married 
life, are not usually indisposed to matrimony. 
Suppose you should meet a man, brilliant in 
intellect, pure in morals, possessed of every 
element of manly beauty, and, withal, blessed 
with an abundance of this world’s goods, 
would you reject his suit simply because he 
was a Jew?” 

s‘ Yes," she returned. ‘I wouldn't marry 
him if he was the last man on earth.” 

‘This strikes me as marvelous,” said I. 
* You would refuse a Jew under such cir- 
cumstances, and yet you and your church 
worship a Jew as God. .Do you not suppose 
your savior loves his own people ?" 
` u Oh,” she replied, “the blessed master 
doesn't love 'em any more." B. W. L. 

——— 
Obituary. 
From the Tribune. 

Henry Willis, of ship canal fame, died at 
the residence of his grandson, Milton Willis, 
December 20th, aged 85. He retained his 
mental vigor and faculties until the last. In 
August, while in Washington, he was taken 
sick with a congestiv chill, and never fully re- 


covered from the attack. The immediate 
cause of death was cancer of the stomach. 

Mr. Willis was born in Philahelphia, his 
father being English and his mother Welsh. 
'The former died when he was two years old, 
thelatter when he was seven. He spent his 
boyhood days in working at shoemaking on` a 
farm. He then began work on the old Penn- 
sylvania Central railroad, built in 1827-34. 
In 1835 he was appointed superintendent of 
the old Portage railroad which crossed the 
Alleghany mountains. In 1887 he came to 
Detroit and superintended work on the 
Michigan Central. The next year he took 
charge of the work of building a railroad 
from Kalamazoo to Allegan. In 1840 he set- 
tled in Battle Creek when there were not 
sixty people there, and has ever since lived 
there, engaged in many enterprises designed 
to developthe county. He helped to organize 
the National Republican party with Thad- 
deus Stevens in 1884, was an activ Abolition- 
ist and supporter of the underground rail- 
road, and a Republican from the birth of the 
party. He was also a strong temperance 
man, never having used liquor or tobacco. 
In religious faith he was a Spiritualist. He 
married twice and leaves five children. He 
was a man of immense energy and persever- 
ance, and had achieved almost a national rep- 
utation by his pushing of the project of a 
ship canal across the lower part of Michigan, 
from lake to lake. He also traveled exten- 
sivly throughout the country. 


Mr. Willis was for some time previous to’ 


his death a patron of THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Book Notice. 


‘MEN, WOMEN, AND GODS." 

This is the title of a very radical book by 
Helen H. Gardener, with introduction by 
Robert G. Ingersoll, which has been sent .to 
this office with a request for a review. The 
book is a striking illustration of the way in- 
dependent women are upsetting things in 
these latter days, and by tbeir logic tearing 


to pieces the wisdom of their elders, and by | 


their ready wit exposing the weak sophistry 
of time-honored customs, that, coming down 
to us through the misty vistas of the musty 
past, had been supposed to be infallible till 
the so-called illogical sex got ready to inves- 
tigate them. This. spirit of research may well 
alarm the elders, chief priests, scribes, and 
Pharisees of the present day, who hav fool- 
ishly preserved the records of their theocratic 
dynasty, and with strange blindness permitted 
women to learn to read for themselvs. 

* Men, Women, and Gods" is à handsome 
duodecimo volume of 175 pages, including 
appendix, and is devoted to three vivacious, 
Scathing, and witty lectures, excoriating the 
blind belief and unthinking credulity of the 
devoutly orthodox Christian women of the 
age, who hav no more idea of the real intent 
of the Bible history they worship than the 
benighted heathen they work for in the mis- 
sionary societies hav of the internal mechan- 
ism of the mcon. The volume can scarcely 
be called attacks upon religion or religious 
sentiment, since there is a divine breath of 
charity toward humanity permeating its 
pages. The author's leading opinion seems 
to be.that women should take no stock in re- 
ligion or science at second hand, but should 
industriously investigate everything pertain- 
ing to themselvs from a stand-point of their 
own judgment. 'The book, whicli has already 
run through five editions, is embellished with 
a fine portrait of its author.—JVew Northwest. 


A. 
NEW ENGLAND 


Freethinkers Con- 
vention 


WILL BE HELD AT 


PAINE MEMORIAL, BOSTON, 
January 29th and. 80th, 1897, 


To which all Liberals are Cordially 
Inwited. 


Good Speakers, Good Mu-| 


sic, and a Good Time 
will be had. 


"COM E!.z» 


BRIEF PROSPECTUS 
of a new weekly Secular paper, to be published in 
Toronto, Ont., the first number to appear on 
Thursday, Jan. 6, 1887, its name to be 


Secular Thought. 


Chief editor, Charles Watts. 
ay Luse. 
ITS PRINCIPLES. 
“Secular Thought” will be devoted mainly to 
the promulgation of Constructiv Secularism in the 
affairs of every-day life. 


Associate editor, H. 


* Secular Thought" will be pur ely Agnostic in f 


reference to all phases of Alleged Spiritualism. 
“Secular J'hought? wil contain articles from 
leading writers in Europe and erica upon 
Science, Philosophy, and General Educational 
Topics. It will also set apart special departments 
to the consideration of Progressiv thought in 
Great Britain, the United States, and Canada. 

“Secular Thought" will not assail the Truth 
found in any religion ; it will aim only at destroy- 
ing the, influence of errors born of priestcraft, 
dogmatism, and perpetuated prejudice. 

“Secular Thought.” will giv notices of new books 
having for their object the Physical, Tntelléctial, 
Moral, and Social elevation of the people. 

“Secular Thought” will vindicate the right of 
Free Inquiry and Free Speech, while always main- 
taining due respect for the views of those who dif- 
fer from its own line of thought. 

SECULAR THOUGHT 
Will be published every Thursday. Terms, $2.00 a 
year, paid in advance. Single copies, 5 cents. 

All communications for the paper to be ad- 
dressed, at present, to Charles Watt ts, 82 Berkeley 
street, Toronto, Ont. 

The first number of “Secular Thought” will 
contain articles, specially written for this journal, 
by Col. R. G. Ingersoll, Miss H. Gardener, and 
Dr. Foote, of New York.’ Also contributions from 
Mrs. E. Lynn Linton, and other well-known 
Mee 
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SEND ORDERS AT ONCE. 


BLE MYXX 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


Being a Comparison of the Old and New Testa- 
ment Myths and Miracles, with those of 
heathen nations of Antiquity, Con- 
sidering also their Origin 

and Meaning. 
numerous illus- 
trations, 

The objectof the work 18 to point out the myth 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound 
to show that they were held in common with othe 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. 

“It is unquestionable true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else 80 accessible as they are now made 
n the work before us."—N. Y. Sun. 

1vol.8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.50. 


THE DAWNING, 


A NOVEL. 


* Oh, heaven! Apollo is once more among the 
herdsmen of Admetus, and the hérdsmen know 
not it is the Sun-god !” 


An octavo volume of nearly 400 pages, bound in 
cloth. Price, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER C 
tf 83 Clinton Piace, New York. 


WORKS OF O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 


Christianity a Reward for Crime. 
Authenticated by the Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 29 pages, - - - 10c. 
BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 

Paper, 12mo, 47 pages, - - - .15c. 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 25c. 


A Masonic Vindication of Right. 

A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 36 pages, - - 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

33 Clinton PL. New York 


PAINE’S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli- 
cal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


‘t The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, 25 cents. Six copies for 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . wil not leave num- 
bers at & loss to decide on the. propriety of a sepa- 
ration.” 


15c. 


Price, 35 cents. 


For either of these works, or any of Paine's 
writings, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


GOD AND HIS BOOK. 


THE BIBLE: WHERE DID WE GET IT 
AND WHAT IS IT? 


By SALADIN, editor of the London “Secular 
Review.” 
Issued in six parts. Four parts now ready. Price 
25 cents each. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER office. 


Traets. 


Mottoes for Freethinkers. 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of tho ‘ God-bless-our- 
home” placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 221-2. The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 


gram of U: M. L. The following are the various 


readings: 


THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTROL 


FREE THOUGHT WILL GIV US TRUTH. 


: THE TIME TO BE HAPPY IS NOW. 
H AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE, 


NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY; 
TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. 


The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. 

For Freethought societies there is «large card 
22 x 15inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 30 
cents. Anyof these will be sent postpaid,securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Pl., Now York City. 


Paine . Vindicated| 


—0— 
A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York  Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 
both the slanders and. 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
—o— 


The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. 


TOGETHER WITH 


A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine's 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it béing impossible that 
Fenwick could hay written the alleged account. 


78pp.. Price 15 cents. 


Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


Saints and Sinners. 10 cents. : 
The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and. lettered. Price,$1.295. CONTENTS : 
Section I. Definition, of Freethought and its 
Early pe ruggles for.Life. Section What it 

Owes to Mohammedanism. Section III. Free- 
thought Martyrs and, Confessors. Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Sec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands, 
(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
32 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. ?2pagesin cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christ'an Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh. Con- 
tents: The Origin Qt of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies: The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts ge a published. at the low price of FIVE . 
CEN Detense of Secular Principles; 
Is the aes Reliable? The Christian Deity: 
Moral Value of the Bible: Freethought and 
Modern Progress; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Phi osophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and Bible Antagonistic ; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. Vor al all of 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


THE TRUTH SFEKER ANNUAL 
Price, 25 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 8, 1887. 


Ingersolls Works. 


——— 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In. five lectures {ome ene Goda,” 
* Humbo. í omas Paine,” divi - 
ity,” and “ Heretics and Heresies." mie 


The Ghosts, Paper, 50 ets ; cloth, 1.25. 
ontents: “ The Ghosts,” “Liberty for Man 
Woman, and Child,” “Phe Declaration of In. 
dependence,” “About Farming in Illinois,” 
t The Grant Banquet," “The Rev. Alexander 
Clark," “The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Drem,” and ** A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25. ; ur 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


per, 25. cents. 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 


Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents. . $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously.. 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 


" 


. breedin. 


: of Heredity by Prof. 
3 


a Number of Vital Questions P ded b 
the D the TE Franciscan. P$ contss 80 
cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1; 100 i . 

, Millions of these Should be ‘circulated. 5 
Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 


ert G. Ingersoll, Price, 16 cents. i 
Address on ihe Civil Rights Bill. 
Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents, 


ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 
Bound in one volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest. on “ Ortho- 
doxy,” bourid in one beautiful volume, in half 
calt, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at..the exceedingly low 
price of $5, Sent by mail postpaid. 
Tributes. There hav been-so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s “Tribute to 
His Brother The qion of War; ghs “Grant 
anquet Toast,” an e recent- address over. 
* Little Harry Miller's G : Y 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
inated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
blé for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
to: &àny address, for 50cts, or either one for 15cts. 
Prósé Poems and Selections. `. This 
new book is a gem.. Itis a model in every re- 
spect. ‘ In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
bést ever issued. _It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated * Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “ tributes " 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures; letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versations of the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a are personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
purpose a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
‘aC simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
. and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library’ style, Leu in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; i full iree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 


Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 
life, price EA each. Every admirer of these 
aposties of eligious Liberty should hav them. 
Photographs of Cotonel Ingersoll. 
panel, 1034x17, $3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 
cents. ' 
,.. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 


By Gro. M. Davenport. This is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 32 well-filled pages, costing only 
“a quarter;" but as full of meat as an egg. It is 
well called. *.practical," for we. find nothing un- 
practical init. Hens, ducks, PES and turkeys. 
are particularly discussed and their economica 
ling and keeping treatedof. There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition to 
the poultry literature of the day. : 

TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 
SUBJECTS : , 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some izmo volume of nearly, 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in nglish or German 
À new cheap edition at only $1.50. 


SOIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B. Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 


SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. 
volume of “Science in Story.”) 50 cents. 


.HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes, A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. - 
By. Dr. Foote. 25 cents. , 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam- 
phlets) By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, advocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; ‘Health in the Sun- 
beam,” consi ering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well. By mail, 10 cents each. 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). ‘‘The Law 

rof. Brooks, 336 pages cloth 
boun: “ Heredity,” by Loring loody, 159 
pages, gloth, 7 cents; “The Law of Heredity,” by 

. H. Marsh, 


YOUNG. 
(The fifth 


M 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
HumanTemperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote; 10 cents; * Generation before Regen- 
eration,” by. Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; “ Re- 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
1882,” 10 cents; “Third Annual Convention of the 
Institute of Heredity May 23, 1883, r 10 cents. 


Addreaq TRUTH qREKER. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


Es OR, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
7o; Dedicated to the clergy 


a xr 
nH. J. BEIGNEURET, 
YR. Secularist. 

Price, seo = =- 2 TO cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


rave,” that they hav. 


Ingersoll’s Tributes 


REDUCED IN PRICE. 
We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 


printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- |- 


nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: ! 


The Vision of War, 
Tribute to his Brother, 
. The Grant Banquet Toast, 


Address at Harry Miller?s Grave. 

. The price of these heretofore has been $1. We 

offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 

THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 

from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Pl., New York. 


SOCIAL WEALTH. 


The Sole Factors and Haact Ratios in Its 
Acquirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. ENGALLS. 


CONTENTS: Economie Schools: a brief re- 
view of their Origin and Growth; Rise and 
Growth of Capitalism; Unearned Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Socia! Wealth; Land Own- 
ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
the Productiv Factors; Partnership and Co-op- 
eration; Law of Contracts; Money and Credit; 
Of Value or Economie Ratios; Taxation as a 
Remedy; Reforms, net Remedies; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conclusion. É 


Price, Cloth, $1.00, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Olinton Place, New York. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


"Ehe Present 8nd the Future 
‘Republic of North America. 


BY A CAPITALIST. 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remedy, the author thinks, isin communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it will be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. 


Paper,50c; cioth. $1, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


A STUDY 
PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 


BY LEWIS G. JANES. 


This book treats of the natural evolution of the 
Christian religion, its historical antecedents in 
Palestinian Judaism and Roman Paganism ; in- 
yestigates the history of the founder of Christian- 
ity in the light of the latest scientific criticism of 
the New Testament; shows that the true. story of 
the Man Jesus, and his genuin teachings are 
separable from the later legendary accretions 
which hav confounded him with the mythical 
Christ, and traces the natural development of 
Christian dogma and ecclesiastical institutions. 
Complete references and full index.  320pp. 8vo, 
cloth, gilt top. Price $1.50. 

Bold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office. 


SACRED MYSTERIES 
AMONG THE 
Mayas and the Quiches 11,500 
i Years Ago. 


ORIGIN OF THE BIBLICAL MYTE 
- By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. 
Illustrated. - - - Price, $2.50. 
For Sale at this office. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


MEN oF Busrxzss WHo Dip Someruine BESIDES 
Maxina Money. 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 
BY JAMES PARTON. 


This book contains 400 pages plainly printed, 
‘treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
Mr. Parton’s works need no commendation. They 
are gtandard. 

$1.25. 


Priee, - = - - - 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
33 Olinton Place. New York 


Sabhath-Breaking 


BY J. E. REMSBURG. 


Author of “False Claims,” “Bible 
Morals,” Ete. 


The best and most thorough work ever written 
on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 
view. 
Large ani Handsome Print. 

25 cents. 


SINGLE CCPIES, - = $1.00 


Sıx Copizs,: 


- Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 
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Bible Temperance: 


LIQUOR DRINKING 
Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
by the Bible. 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


This is a companion book to Remsburg's '* Bible 
Morals." 48 pages; price 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
38 Clinton Place, New York. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER,. 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


VOLTAIRE’S ROMANCES. 


CONTENTS : 
The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.—Zadig ; 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princess 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowns. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Natnre.—Micromegas.— 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the White. 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid ‘pa er. With 67 


engravings. Price, cloth, bevele oards, $2.00. 
calf or half morocco, marbled edges; $4.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
` 88 Clinton Place, New York. 


The Secret of the East, 
OR, 
The Origin of the Christian Religion 
and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


— 


For sale at this office. 


Price. $1.00. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonne 
author of Excter Hall, Family Oreeds, Day o 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents: cloth, $1.25. 


Exeter Hall. * One of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404pages. $1.25. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition. By 
‘Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 


30 cents. 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. € 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was noarcely prepared to ex- 
ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
rom 80 gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks.” Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT O. ADAMS. 


(loth, $1.25. For Bale at this Office. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. By Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. The Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children’s Story-Book everissued. 66 full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heavy 
toned paper, broad margins, uminated 
covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 

A Story of 


Two Little Red Mittens. 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10cents. For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 


e Young Folks. By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued ata reduced price of 
$1.95, free of postage. This, new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very 
much to the value of the volume. 

By 


Tie Youth’s Liberal Guide. 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M. Price; $1.00., This 
volume aims at the education of youth in the 

rinciples of Freethought, at the same time 
liat i E eher ii de and human 
i rom a standpoint of pure reason an 
Eee sense. Address THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 
vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions, 
with numerous references and citations, tha 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
of other propositions in the same book. Price 
25 cents 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:80 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates, 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write, 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Earl 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wm. HENRY 
Burg. Price, 2 cents. For sale at this office. 


DR, R. P. FELLOWS 


0———0———0 


* 


LA 
la &regularly educat- 
ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, and 
the most successful, 
3 as his practice will 
& J He has for 
b ‘wenty years treated 
a exclusiv. y all diseases 
[3 of the Sexual Organs. 
in the cures of which 
he stands preeminent 
SPERMATORRH(EA 
p and IMPOTENCY 
5 88 the result of self. 
S &buse in youth and 
N Sexual excesses in ma- 
VERSES turer years, causing 
ae night emissions by 
N 0 9—- — o— —4 dreams, loss of sexua 
power, rendering . 
marriage improper and unhappy, etc., are cured: 
ermanently by an outside app cation in sixty 
ays. NO STOMACH MEDICIN USED. Itis one 
of Dr. Fellows’ valuable discoveries, which is en- 
tirely unknown to the medical profession. It is 
not a cateh-penny get up» such as & pad, belt, pas- 
tille, nor magnetic appliance, but simply a medi- 
cin to be applied externally on the parts affected, 
which cures by absorption. Send five 2-cent.stamps 
for his ** Private Counselor,” giving full informa- 
tion. Address Dr. R. P. ‘Fellows Vineland, N. J. 
and say where you saw this advertisment. 


rove. 


N. B.—Dr. Fellows begs leave to say that he is 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character. Bro. 
Liberals, your patronage 18 solicited. 


| ——— ds — 
*SHOPPEL'S MODERN HOUSES” No. 5. 


(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. : j 

A cardboar supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces, for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for putting them together. 

While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. It is, in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 

uilders. 

55 New Designs for Residences (cost varyinp from 

$500 to $15,000). 
2 New Designs for Barns. 
1 New Design for a Chapel. : 
Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 
Oy Ma ria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 

An Article on Villa Park Associations. 

BENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRIOE; $1. 


Address 
THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASS0'N. 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science an i 
theology, showing how the one has labored foi 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish thatthe friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
` CIVILIZATION. 

From the German of MAX NORDAU. 


SEVENTH EDITION. 
A most powerfully written book.—PAtla. Recerd, 
This Book is not a Book! It is a Deed and 
those who uppoge it will prove that they fear it.— 
Vienna News. Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER ÇO., 
33 Olinton Pl.. New York. 


The Bible Analyzed 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 
CONTENTS: 

The Old Testament.—The New Testament.—The 
Creation.—The Deluge.—The Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles cf the Bible. he Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
the Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 


avior. 
Crown octavo, 882 PR. . Splendidly executed. Sent 
by mail. post paid. Price. $3.00. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
l BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
otc itis now known to be tho work of Y 

H. Burr, one of our ablest correspondents, More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 


For sale at this office. 
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Glews of the Week. 


Tunz Rev. William J. Sherman, who was a 


Roman Catholic priest until he got married a 
short time ago, has joined the Reformed 

. Catholic church, of which Father O'Connor is 
the head. Father Sherman denies the 
charges of immorality which hav been made 
against his character. 


Turk New Year came 


THE ORDER 


Discusston Between 
Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, 
Linton, Reville. 

On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
CONTENTS: 
I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. ByHon. 
. E. Gladstone, 
II. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 
preters of Nature. By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 
III. Postsoript to Solar Myths. By Prof. Max 
er. 


OF CREATION,“ 


Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. 
By Hon. W. E. Gladstone. - 

Dawn of Creation. An Answer to Mr. Glad- 
stone.. By Albert Reville, D.D. : 

VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. By Prof. T. H. 


Huxley. 
VII. A Protest anda Plea, By Mrs, E. Lynn Lin- 
on 


„This isa new book and contains the latest discus- 


sion on the mistakes of Moses, The names of the ; 


participants are a guarantee of its able character. 
Price, paper, 56 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
88 Clinton Pl., New York 


Gems of Ghought. 


Ir through the weakness of human nature you 
should sometimes deviate from the strait path 
| of rectitude and propriety, play not the false part 
to deny your mistake, but frankly admit that yeu 
were weak .for the moment, and resolve that the 
fault shall not be repeated,—2D. M. Bennett, 


Don’t be satisfied with telling the young student 
that a magnet attracts iron. Let him see that it 
does, let him feel the pull of 


the one upon the other for 


in wet, and then froze. 


himself. And especially tell 


-Mayor Hewitt went 
into office last Saturday. 


Parson Mzssaros, of 
Philadelphia, has been 
found not guilty of the 
charge of criminal as- 
sault. - 

THERE was a great fire 
on the 81st ult. in the 
People's park, Madras; 
India, where the annua 
fair was being held. It 
is reported that three 
hundred lives were lost. 


One hundred and forty 
open bars are reported 
from the prohibition 
city of Bangor, Me. If 
the count is correct, 
Bangor has as many bars, 
according to its popula- 
tion, as New York. 


On January 1st the 
proprietors of the Boston 
Herald announced to 
their employees a prop- 
osition to giv to them 
during the current year 
a proportion of the net 
profits of the business 
after reserving the inter- 
est'on the value of the 
property. Theemployees 
are to share in propor- 
tion to the wages re- 
ceived during the year. 


A FUND is now being raised for the widow 
of John A. Logan. ' 


Tue Law and Order Society of Pittsburgh, 
Pa., began a war on the Sabbath-breakers last 
Sunday, and as a result all of the cigar stores, 
confectioneries, and a large number of saloons 
were closed. 'The cigar dealers threaten to 
retaliate by stopping the street cars and clos- 
ing up all kinds of business next Sunday. 


Tur New York Herald's dispatches report 
that the Socialistic element has triumphed in 
the Chicago trades assembly. A Socialist 
named Kleiver, nominated by George Schil- 
ling, has been elected president, and F. W. 
Long, a member of Parsons's assembly of the 
Knights of Labor, defeated à conservativ 
candidate for secretary. 


Unprr the heading of “A Clergyman's 
Victim," the news comes from Chicago that 
Miss Fannie Matthews, who eloped with the 
Rev. C. B. Seals, of East Lynn, Ill., has been 
„placed in her mother’s care by the Pinkerton 
detectiv agency. Seals, who was fifty years 
old, had a wife and family, and was highly 
esteemed as a pastor. He engaged Miss 
Matthews as an amanuensis, and then eloped 
with her. 


Tat Rhode Island Supreme Court has 
found the Rev. Mr. Goodell guilty in two 
cases. Deacon Foster gets a divorce, but 
Mrs. Goodell is denied one on account of her 
own improprieties. Thus after having shown 
each other to be without honor or virtue, Mr. 
and Mrs. Goodell must still acknowledge each 
other as husband and wife. There is, how- 
ever, some consolation left this wicked min- 
ister. The committee of the Methodist 
church, after spend'ng two days investigating 
the charges, has unanimously acquitted him. 


Ware worshipers were going in and out of 
St. James's Catholic church in this city, last 
Sunday, a feeble old woman came along, and 
sat down upon the steps. The weather was 
the coldest of the season; she wore slippers 
instead of shoes, and her clothes were of the 
thinnest material. She laid a bundle beside 
her, and leaned her face in her hands. It 
seems that no one paid her the slightest at- 
tention, until, after a few minutes, she fell 
over to one side—dead. Then the sexton 
came out and raised her up, and she was car- 
ried to the station-house, and thence to the 
morgue. On the third firger of her left hand 
was a marriage-ring, but no one knew who 
she was, 


him that it is his duty to 


Pecan MG 


doubt until he is compelled 
by the absolute authority 


A SLIGHT DISAGREEMENT. 
And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth.—Gen. ix, ii. 


Odds and Gnds. 


‘Wat is education?" asks a writer. Well, it 
is something a college graduate thinks he has 
until he becomes a newspaper man. 


Many a young man who has been too bashful to 
propose to a girl has had her father come into the 
parlor at eleven o’clock and help him out, 


Tur man who invented the English language 
must hav been a humorous sort of chap. Other- 
wise he would never hav called servants * help." 


SoroMoN had seven hundred wives, and he was 
considered the wisest man of his time. In these 
degenerate days Solomon’s wisdom would hav 
been questioned. : 


PROFESSOR ZWEIBEER is a very absent-minded 
man, He was busily engaged in solving some 
scientific problem. The servant hastily opened 
the door of his studio and announced a great 
‘family event: “A little stranger has arrived.” 
“Eh?” “It isa little boy." “Little boy? Well, 
ask him what he wants.” 


A NOVELIST makes his heroin throw $100,000 of 
_her own money into the sea so as to relieve her 
lover of the suspicion of being mercenary. She 
should hav given the money to her lover to start 
;& paper intended to fill a long-felt want. She 
i would hav lost it just the same, and it would hav 
; been a little more natural. 

Brute force again, Edith: “I was so shocked 
last night. I don't believe I will see George 1f he 
calls this evening." Maud: * What did he do?" 
* Why, last evening he suddenly took hold: of me, 
twisted me around into hig arms, and forcibly 
kissed me a dozen times. I don't believe your 
little Wilhe ever insults you that way, does he?" 
** No, he's a regular gump.” i 


Nozopx outside of.the profession has any idea’ 
how difficult it is for an editor to satisfy his pa- 
trons. For instance: A Western paper announced 
as follows : **Mr. Maguire will wash himself be- 
fore he assumes the office of sheriff." This made 
Maguire mad, and he demanded a retraction, 
which the paper made thus: "Mr. Maguire re-! 
quests us to deny that he will wash himself before 
he assumes the office of sheriff." Oddly enough | 
this only enraged Maguire the more, Some peo- 
ple are so hard to please. 

Suz and her brother, aged eight and ten, were 
attendants upon the Sunday-school of the ortho- ' 
dox church in the village in which they lived. 
The Universalists were endeavoring to establish a 
church there, and held Sunday services and Sab- 
bath-school in the town hall. As the children 
were on their way to Sunday-school one day, the 
boy insisted upon leaving the beaten path and at- 
tending the lately organized school, greatly to ; 
his sister’s indignation. In consequence of tbe 
young man’s contumacy the affair reached the 
dimensions of a regular “ scene " upon the public 
street, in which a sturdy boy was marching off 
toward the hall, with a little girl hanging to his 
jacket skirt, weeping in a heart-broken fashion. 
“Whats the matter, sis?” asked a gentleman 
whom they met. “Has your brother been whip- 
ping you?” “No, sir; but he’s-real naughty.” | 
“What has he been doing?” “He’s goin’ to that 


new Sunday-school at the hall!” “I didn’t know 
it was naughty to go there. What is the matter 
with the new school?" ‘ Why, didn’t you know ? 
They havn't got any hell there." 


DID JESUS CHRIST RISE FROM 
THE DEAD? 
The Evidences for the Resurrection Tried 
and Found Wanting. 
By Saladin. 


. PRICE, 25 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Infidel Death Beds.| 


By G. W. FOOTE. 
25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


THE AGNOSTIC ANNUAL. 


1887. 
Edited by CHARLES ALBERT WATTS. 


CONTENTS: 

The Modesty of Agnosticism, by E. Lynn Lin- 
ton.—Morality and Theology, by Charles Watts.— 
Agnosticism in the Churches; by K. Bithell, B.Sc., 

h.D.—Religious Poetry, by Robert Aitken.— 


Price, - - - - 


"Phe Vocabulary of Agnosticism, by Albert Sim- 


mons (Ignotus).—Man the '* Creator" of the Uni- 
verse, by W. Stewart Ross (Saladin).—Concerning 
the Counterfeit Spiritual, by G. M. McO.—The-Bi- 
ble, by H. J. Hardwicke, M.D., F.R, C.8.—My Kin- ' 
dred: A Poem, by Wm, Maccall.—Darwin and | 
Evolution, by Winifred Lady Robinson.—The | 
* Quality " of Morals, by W. A. Leonard. ` ` 


Price, 25 Cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


REDUCED TO $1.00. 
THE STORY HOUR. 
A Book for Children and Youth. 
BY MISS SUSAN H. WIXON. 

Over a hundred fine illustrations. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A CYCLOPEDIA FOR SALE. 


A Freethinker in straitened circumstances desires 
to sell a set of Zell's Encyclopedia, revised edition 
for 1883, four large volumes bound in leather. 
Condition as good as new. Price, $15. Address 

CY¥CLOPED fA, 


Care of the Truth Seeker Co., 33 Clinton Place 
New York. b1tf 


HISTORY 
OF THE 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
i Of Europe. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3. 
tf 88 Clinton Pl., New York city 


of nature to believe that 
which is written in booke, . 
Pursue this disciplin care- 
fully and conscientiously, 
and you may make sure 
that, however scanty may 
be the measure of informa- 
tion which you hav poured 
into the boy’s mind, you 
hav created an intellectual 
. habit of priceless value in 
practical life.—Huatey’s Lay 


CHRISTIANITY not being a 
revelation but a conception, 
the gospels not being either 
inspired or accurate, but 
fallible and imperfect hu- 
man records, the practical 
conclusion from such prem- 
ises must be obvious to all, 
Every doctrin and every 
proposition which the sorip- 
tures contain, whether or 
not we believe it to hav 
come to us, unmutilated 
and unmarred from the 
mouth of Christ, is open, 
and must be subjected, to 
the scrutiny of reason. 
Some tenets we shall at 
once accept as the most 
perfect truth that can be 
received by the human in- 
tellect and heart; others 
we shall reject as contra- 
dicting our instincts, and 
offending our understand- 
ings; others, again, of a 
more mixed nature we must 
analyze, that we may extri- 
cate the seed of truth from 
- the trash of error, and elicit 
to use Fichte’s words,“ the divine idea that lies at 
the bottom of appearance."—Greg's Creed af Chris- 
tendom 

Fon weariness comes of having 
When happiness means pursuit, 
And love grows dwarfish and stunted, 
And bears but little fruit, : 
When the serpent of self forever 
Is coiling about its root, 


So lips which hav met in kisses 
Grow chary of tender speech— 
So hearts which are bound together : 
Grow burdensome each to each, 
Since the only things men value . 
Are those which they cannot reach. 
—Anon, 


ONE man prays thus : How shall I be able to lie 
with that woman? Do thou pray thus: How 
shall I not desire to lie with her? Another prays 
thus : How shallI be released from this? Another 
prays: How shall I desire not to be, released? 
Another thus : How shall I not lose my little son? 
Then thus: How shall I not be afraid to lose him? 
~—H, A. Antoninus, 


WHAT DOES IT MATTER? 
Wealth, and glory, and place, and power, 
What are they worth to me or you? 
For the lease of life rnns out in an hour, 
And death stands ready to claim his due; 
Sounding honors or heaps of gold, 


; What are they all when all is told? 


A pain or a pleasure, a smile ora tear— 
What does it matter which we claim? 
For we step from the cradle into the bier, 

And a careless world goes on the same. 
Hours of gladness or hours of sorrow, 
What does ıt matter to us to-morrow? 


Truth of love or vow of friend; 
Tender caresses or cruel sneers, 
What do they matter to us in the end ? 
For the brief day dies and the long night nears. 
Passionate kisses, or tears of gall, 
The grave will open and cover them all, 


Homeless vagrant, or honored guest, 

Poor and humble, or rich and great— 
All are racked with the world’s unrest, 

All must meet with the common fate. 
Life from childhood till we are old, ` 
What is all when all is told? 

—E!la Wheeler Wilent. 

ConsIDER that thou doest many things wrong. 
and that thou art a man like others, and even if 
thou dost abstain from certain faults, still thou 
hast the disposition to commit them, though either 
through cowardice or concern about reputation, 
or some such mean motiv, thou dost abstain from 
from such faults.—Epictetus, 


Is there anything which is more certain to sap 
the foundations of morality than the public main 
tenance of a creed which has long ceased to com- 
mand the assent and even the respect of its recog- 
nized defenders ?—Farrar’s Seekers After God. 


Ovr evidence that any particular writing is from 
God ean never be stronger than the evidence of 
reason for or against the matter contained in it. 
—Dr. Hodge. 


Lire would not go down, if it were not admitted 
that impulses must be controled, and that reason 
ought to govern our actions,—J, S, Mill, 


A JOURNAL 


Vol. 14. No.8.) PUBLISHED WEEKLY.} New York, Saturdav, 


| lotes and Clippings. 


One of the latest ‘‘ missionary books” to 


TEE recent death of Dr. Archibald A. but, after some hesitation, he replied that he 
Hodge recalls this anecdote illustrating his used to know the definition, but had forgotten 


methods in the class rooms: Once while he 


OF FREETHOUGHT AND REFORM. 


Entered at the Post-Office at New York. N. X- as Second-clase ¥ atter. 


it. “Ob, my, my, my!” exclaimed Dr. 


January 15.1857. {33 CLINTON PLACE.) $3.00 per year. 


A S400, Me., paper is ‘proud to state that 
since the liquor agency was established in 
Biddeford not & single drop hàs been sold for 


wasa professor in the theological seminaryhe Hodge, bringing his hand down forcibly upon | other than medicinal or mechanical pur- 


asked a.student for a definition of eternity. 


' the table. 


** What acalamity! The only man | poses," and ‘adds: 


“While we deplore the 


circulate in China is a Chinese version of the |The student need not hav been ashamed to ,in the universe that ever knew what eternity large amount of sickness, we are glad to see 
“Pilgrim’s Progress.” -The little volume is} confess his inability to answer that question, ' it has forgotten.” 


illustrated with pictures 


the boom in the noble art of mechanics.” 
AN effort is being made 


drawn and engraved by 


by the Christian priests 


Chinese artists. In these 


Christian appears in Chi- 
nese costume, and 
throughout the book all 
the scenes and incidents 
are depicted in a garb fa- 
miliar to the people for 
whom the book is in- 
tended. 


Tue Rev. Henry W. 
George, pastor of the 
First Presbyterian church 
of Topeka, Kan., one of 
the most prominent cler- 
gymen in the city and 
state, is in trouble on ac- 
count of his fondness for 
books, which has led him 
to take a great many 
from a bookstore of that 
city without troubling 
himself to pay for them. 
There hav been rumors 
for several years of such 
proceedings on his part, 
and now it is said that 
Mr. George has. been 
asked to resign, and that 
he has returned many of 
the books which he took. 
His friends claim that he 
is a kleptomaniac. 


Tue organs of the Vat- 
ican announce that the 
Holy Congregation will 
discuss at one of its next 
sittings the project. of 
creating a number of new 
saints. Among those 
whose claims are being 


in Sydney, Australia, to 


considered are Cardinal 
Fisher, Sir Thomas More, 
and other prominent 
Catholic martyrs of Eng- 
land under Henry VIII. 
and Queen Elizabeth. 
The Jesuit Father Berch- 
mans is also to be pro- 
moted to a saintship. If 
there is anything that 
would tend to ameliorate 
the sin and suffering of 
this sad world, it is un- 
doubtedly the creation of 
& few more Catholic 
mummies into saints. 
Let the great work pro- 
ceed! 


' Toe San Francisco 
Methodist clergymen hav 
been discussing the ques- 
tion, Who was Cain’s 
wife? The matter should 
be easily set at rest. As 
the Adam and Eve fam- 
ily was the only one in 


existence during the Cain un 2 Ba F 
era, and as he belonged =. ==. — : zm) 
to that family, his wife Aot soneston..darth age-Mo ons, E á 


would of necessity hav 
been his sister. It is not 
a pleasing thought, but 
the clergymen gener- 
ally seem to prefer it to the scientific theory 
of descent. 


THERE was a missionary concert at a Rock- 
land church the other evening, says the Rock- 
land, Me., Courier- Gazette, and among other 
things was a long paper on missionary work 
read by a young lady. When she had fln- 
ished, the leader of the meeting said, ‘“‘ We 
will now sing, ‘Hallelujah, ’tis done, ” 
Whereat everybody smiled. 


Prorgasor HuxrEY says: “ Tolerably early 
in life I discovered that one of the unpardon- 
able sins, in the eyes of most poeple, is for a 
man to presume to go about unlabeled. The 
world regards stich a person as the police do 
an unmuzzled dog, not under proper control. 
I could find no label that would suit me, 80, 
in my desire to range myself and be respect- 
able, I invented one, and as the chief thing I 
was sure of was that I did not know a great 


Mg right hand and 
fool o ended me and 
right 


n dear Jésus, I am unable 
port myself and i 
lo you for, mh" A 
CHARITY . ARN 

— TS 


put down all Sunday 
concerts and Freethought 
Sunday lectures by law, 
and they ask the govern- 
ment to make a law for 
this purpose, if there is 
not in existence oneready 
to hand. The Sydney 
Daily Telegraph ranges 
itself against persecution 
of this kind. It says: 
* Here, then, is a clear 
issue submitted to the 
judgment of the public at 
large. Shall Sunday 
Freethought lectures and 
Secular lectures be put 
down by criminal . prose- 
cution? The gospel has 
invoked the law. We 
cannot help feeling that 
aclaim like this is utterly 
out of sfcord with the 
inborn British love of 
liberty and the higher 
civilization of the cen- 
tury. We are certain 
that it will jar upon the 
sense of moral and intel- 
lectual freedom in the 
majority of our readers. 
It is suggestiv uf tyranny 
and smacks of persecu- 
tion. There is no such 
thing possible to human 
nature 88 compulsory 
conversion to this or that 
form of religion.” 

A WELL at Yakutsk, in 
Siberia, has been a stand- 
ing puzzle to scientists 
for many years. It was 
begun in 1828, but given 
up at thirty feet because 
it was still in frozen 
earth. Thenthe Russian 
Academy of Sciences 
continued for some 
months the work of 
deepening the well, but 
stopped when it had 
reached to the extent of 
some three hundred and 
eighty-two feet, when the 
ground was still frozen 
as hard as & rock. In 
1844 the Academy had 
the temperature of the 
excavation carefully 
taken at various depths, 
and from the data thus 
obtained the ground was 
estimated to be frozen to 
the depth of six hundred 
and twelve feet. As ex- 
ternal cold could not 
freeze the earth to such 
a depth, even in Siberia, 
geologists hav concluded 


AN EARNEST CHRISTIAN, 


many things that the —ists and the —ites 
about me professed to be familiar with, I 
called myself an Agnostic. Surely no denom- 
ination could be more modest or more appro- 
priate, and I cannot imagin why I should be 
every now and then haled out of my refuge 
and declared sometimes to be a Materialist, 
sometimes an Atheist, sometimes & Positivist, 
and sometimes, alas and alack, a cowardly or 
reactionary Obscurantist," 


that the well has penetra- 
ted a frozen formation of 
the glacial period which 
has never thawed out. 


Miowazt Geor, of Scranton, Pa.; aged 
65 years, died suddenly at St. Peter’s Cathe- 
dral while the service was in progress. He 
had knelt down in his pew to pray, when it 
was noticed that he suddenly moved forward. 
Those ground him supposed he had fallen 
asleep, and no attention was paid to him until 
the service was concluded, when an effort 
was made to arouse him and he was found to 


be dead. 
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Communications. 


Christian Absurdities. 


No doubt many Christiams will be shocked at the 
title of this article. For the Christian will. claim 
that Christianity has no absurdities. 

In my day infant damnation has been preached, 
and only a short time ago the ministers left off 
preaching a burning hell. Fifty ‘years ago every 

_Christian believed the Mosaic account of creation, and 
all the Munchausenisms of the Bible. In short, 
every word and every line was the inspired word of 
God. To-day Talmage and Sam Jones are about the 
only ones outside of a lunatic asylum who entertain 
such belief. Three hundred years ago nearly every 
Christian believed in a flat earth. Fifty years ago 
the Bible was on the side of slavery. Within that 
time nearly every minister drank spirituous liquors, 
and quoted texts of scripture to sustain the practice. 

Indeed, the Christian believed that each and every 
one of these now abandoned and absurd propositions 
had the broad foundation of the scriptures to rest 
upon. If these are not absurdities, why are they not 
believed and preached now? If theseare absurdities, 
may it not be just possible that, all unknown to him- 
self, the Christian may be the champion of other ab- 
surdities equally glaring? If so, can it be wicked to 
point them out? 

We are the creatures of circumstances. We are af- 

fected by influences put in operation a thousand 
years ago. As one writer expressed it, “ We are the 
result of all that has preceded us.” We, in turn, are 
. destined to influence those who may come after us 
many generations hence. How important, then, that 
we strive to eliminate truth from error, inaugurate 
the reign of reason, and make a lofty manhood our 
constant aim. For, according to the laws of heredity, 
the higher we mount in the scale of moral and intel- 
lectual excellence, the higher the plane on which our 
children will begin the career of life. Whoever 
points out an error should be regarded as a benefac- 
tox, Yet it is a sad fact that Christianity has proved 
itself to be the bitterest foe to those who hav been 
most activ in leading men out of the error of their 
ways. 
For more th€n eighteen hundred years Christians 
hav turned a deaf ear to nearly every claim of hu- 
manity, under the false impression that everything 
must be done for the “glory of God.” What is the 
condition of those nations which hav been Christian- 
ized, and where the experiment has been most thor- 
oughly tried? 

There is no Christian nation which has not been 
engaged, first or last, in blowing out the brains of 
some other Christian nation. The Christian nation 
of England made opium-eaters of the Chinese, and 
forced this loathsome habit upon an unwilling people 
at the point of the bayonet. This Christian nation 
has reduced the people of India to a state of servi- 
tude which would disgrace a heathen ruler. A long 
time we were fairly holding our breath, expecting the 
British lion and the Russian bear (both Christian 
pets) to close in a deadiy encounter, and that rivers 
of Christian blood would flow. The British lion has 
been tugging away at the vitals of Egiypt, just to let 
her know that the “Prince of Peace” still reigns 
throughout the British possessions. In Ireland, one 
Christian tears down the shanty over another Chris- 
tian’s head, just to remind him that Christ had not 
* where to lay his head,” and that he is no better than 
the meek and lowly savior. 

Bonaparte said that God always favored the big 
guns and heavy battalions. In every Christian 
eountry God has favored the rich, the high-born, and 
powertul, and suffered the poor and the helpless to 
be trampled into the dust. 

Go into any Christian city where the greatest num- 
ber of church spires can be counted, and there you 
will find the greatest amount of poverty and misery, 
and the most degrading ignorance. ` 

Brothels under the very shadow of church steeples ; 
grog-shops within sound of the church organ ; gam- 
bling dens as plenty as mushrooms after a shower, 
and gambling, robberies, and murders are the order of 
the day. Defaulters, bank-swindlers and confidence- 
men seem to berunning neck and weck with Sabbath- 
school teaehers and members of the Young Men's 
Christian Association. 

Rome is one of the most Christian cities in the 
world; and yet, for perfidy, licentiousness, and pure 
cussed ness, it has not a peer on the face of the globe. 
Nothing is more common than to hear Christians 
prating about the high standard of morality and civ- 
ilization in Christian countries, as though these were 
the results of Christian teaching. 

I maintain that we hav reached our moral stand- 
ing and our high state of civilization through many 
tribulations, and in spite of the church or Christian- 
u The truth is, we hav made headway only as 

hristianity has been beaten back by the friends of 
human progress. 

From a Hottentot to a Byron or a Webster, what a 
long, long journey! The difference in regard to 


ference in personal appearance is no greater than the 
difference in the structure of the brain. There is no 
process known to Christianity to make these brains 
similar. It is the work of. centuries, of influences, of 
teaching, of circumstances and environments. The 
* change of heart" which the Christian talks so much 
&bout will not reach the case. 

Christianity never turned rascality into honesty, 
nor ignorance into intelligence. In the earthquake 
distriet to-day may be seen the workings of religion. 
Acres are covered with prostrate human beings. 
Their screeching and wailing can be heard inces- 
santly. The places of worship are not closed. It is 
one continued camp-meeting. The same scenes are 
enacted many times on board of a vessel in time of a 
storm. At such times they call on a God for assist- 
&nce who never puts in an appearance when most 
needed. They confess acts which they never ought 
to hav been guilty of. They make pledges which 
they never fulfil. They promis things which they 
never perform. When the danger is past and the 
scare is over, they are not one whit better than they 
were before. Men and women are not made better 
by being scared, no matter whether the scare comes 
from a storm, or an earthquake, or a fiery hell. 
Sober thought, careful study, and close investigation, 
and not big scares, hav elevated the race. Chris- 
tianity has rendered no service to mankind, but it has 
deceived them and made them dishonest. 

A Catholic who worked for nie said one day, “ Well, 
Miesthur Pake, I have been radin’ your bucks and 
papurs, and it all looks rasonable, and if it was not 
for the fear and dread of hell I wad belave it.” Now, 
Christianity made him dishonest with his God, him- 
self, and everybody else. For if “it all looked rason- 
able,” he could not help but believe it, and he lied 
every time he denied his honest convictions. 

At a temperance meeting the ministers were talk- 
ing about the best method for advancing the cause. 
One minister said he believed in prayer—“if we 
would advance the temperance cause we must all 
pray. God would answer prayer.” He said he knew 
it. The next Saturday night his horse got into the 
grain, and filled himself. On Sunday morning he 
took the horse to a neighbor, and wanted to know 
what he must do. The man told him he had better 
pray, but he had not the least bit of faith in prayer 
asa horse medicin. Christianity had deceived him, 
and made him say he believed what he did not 
believe. 

Colonel Ingersoll’s story of the man who stole the 
bread and meat illustrates a point. “ What did you 
do with the bread and meat?” “TI ate the bread and 
threw the meat away; it was Friday.” To eat meat 
on Friday was a greater crime than stealing. 

Nothing is more common than to hear ministers 
say that all great and good men are Christians. Has 
Christianity ever produced greater orators than 
Demosthenes and Cicero, or a greater philosopher 
than Plato, a greater mathematician than Euclid, or 
a man of higher moral standing than Socrates? Yet 
these were all heathen. ‘What better evidence is 
neeced to show that great and good men can be pro- 
duced outside of Christianity? The study of the 
sciences, especially astronomy and mathematics, has 
done more to elevate the race than Christianity. 
Christianity binds and dulls the human intellect, 
while the study of the sciences makes the most exact 
and accurate reasoners, and “reason makes the full 
man.” As Webster expressed it, “mind is the great 
lever of all things.” 

Christianity has not only made men dishonest with 
themselvs and others, but it has turned them into 
tyrants. Father Lambert says in regard to Colonel 
Ingersoll, * All this time he has delighted in tearing 
and wounding and lacerating the hearts and faith and 
feelings of those by whose tolerance he is permitted 
to outrage the common sense and sentiment of 
Christendom.” Nobody knows better than Colonel 
Ingersoll how Father Lambert plays the liar when 
he pretends that it is by the “tolerance” of. Chris- 
tians that he and other Freethinkers are allowed to 
express their opinions, And the disposition which 
he manifests toward Colonel Ingersoll is ample proof 
that he has all the elements of a tyrant. The decrees 
of Christian emperors, the persecutions and imprison- 
ments, and the tortures of the inquisition furnish the 
most undoubted proof that the Christian taint has 
had a tendency to produce tyrants all through the 
Christian ages. 

The fair import of Father Lambert’s language is 
that Freethinkers are only allowed to speak and 
write through the tolerance of Christians, and that 
the Freethinkers hav no rights which Christians are 
bound to respect. In other words, that every priest 
and minister has the right to berate a Freethinker as 
much and as long as he pleases, and then to stop his 
mouth if he attempts to reply. 

What Father Lambert says as an individual is not 
a matter of so much consequence. But the fact that 
he is backed by all the churches, and by all the 
priests and ministers, shows that free speech (not- 
withstanding the guarantees of the Constitution) is a 
matter still to be fought for in this country. -- 

I will not say, like Foster, that “every church is a 


mental capacity can scarcely be expressed. The dif., den of thieves,” but I do say that in their corporate 


capacity the churches do lie and play the hypocrit 


and tyrant. A presiding elder at the dedication of 
one of our ehurches said that Infidelity had never 
done anything that the world was proud of; that 
Christianity had produced every truly great man, and 
that we are indebted to the churches for every reform. 
The churches are so much given to lying and hypoc- 
risy that they frequently deceive, and tell a half- 
dozen lies during the life of one generation. 

Keeping in mind these high-sounding claims of the 
churches, let us hear what Mrs. Lucy N. Colman 
has to say in regard to the.position of the churches 
only thirty or forty years ago. She was an Anti- 
slavery lecturer— 

* All the churches were closed against us. The 
ministers often led the mobs who assailed and in- 
sulted us. I hav been mobbed several times, and in 
more than one instance the mob was led by a 
minister, and the persons composing the mobs were 
eminently Christian.” 

It is only a little while since the churches stopped 
teaching the doctrin of endless punishment, and 
many can remember when nearly all the churches 
indorsed the doctrin of infant damnation. Thousands 
like Mrs. Colman, hav lived to see the churches turn 
all these somersaults. 

In our village to-day the churches hold what they 
call a temperance union meeting, and the ministers 
will throw froth all over their white jackets in de- 
nouncing the ruri traffic. 

In almost every town old men can be found who 
hav set out the bottle to ministers and drank with 
them. Many atime when I was a boy I hav heard 
ministers quote scripture to prove that God was not 
on the side of the “ Cold Water Party," as the tem- 
perance party was then called. 

* Be temperate in all things," I used to hear them 
shout; which, being interpreted, meant that one 
must not take big drinks if he drank often, and that 
ministers must be tolerably. sober when they deliv- 
ered their sermons. 

To-day the church claims all the glory of the tem- 
perance and antislavery reforms—such has ever been 
the hypocritical pretensions of the church. It has 
opposed every reform until it has seen that it would 
be erowned with suecess; then it has thrown the 
whole weight of its influence in favor of the reform, 
and then claimed all the glory. 

The claim so frequently put up by Christians that 
the church is at the head of every humanitarian move- 
ment is founded more in hypocrisy than in truth. 
Nearly every step in the useful arts and in the 
sciences has met with opposition from the church. 

It was but as yesterday that nearly all Christians 
were laughing at the theory of evolution, and calling 
Darwin the descendant of a monkey. Nearly all men 
regarded as scientists hav indorsed evolution. When 
the theory comes to be adopted by the masses, as it 
certainly will be, the church will make the discovery 
that it is in perfect harmony with holy writ, and will 
claim that the discovery was made by some monk or 
priest or pious minister, and that Darwin stole it 
from him. And this may be taken as a specimen of 
all the scientific discoveries. which the church has 
ever made. She has reduced lying to a fine art, and 
false pretenses and the most brazen hypocrisy will 
be made to serve her turn as long as dupes can be 
kept in ignorance of the truth. 

From the beginning of the fourth century to the 
end of the fourteenth century Christianity had every- 
thing its own way. By bolts and bars, by excom- 
munications and tortures, it silenced every voice 
raised against it. That thousand years was an age of 
superstition and mental darkness such as the world 
had not seen for a thousand years before. Through 
the ignorance and degradation of that thousand 
years we cast our vision backward, like looking 
through a desert, to the painters and poets, the 
sculptors and orators of pagan Greece and Rome. 
The fertil field of paganism contrasts in a telling man- 
ner with the desert of Christianity. 

For this ignorance and superstitition the historian 
holds the church responsible. The power of the 
church was supreme. It commanded the purse and 
the sword in every Christian country. It built some 
of the most splendid churches and cathedrals the 
world ever saw. Could it not hav endowed institu- 
tions of learning as well? Be it remembered, the 
church has always known that “ignorance is the 
mother of devotion.” The Christian will claim that 
he is just as much in favor of good schools as the 
Freethinker. Just so! But.to run a school to suit 


& Christian there must be scriptural reading, prayer, 


and a hymn sung every morning, and the old hag of 
superstition must be installed as teacher. Then 
every scholar must be impressed with the idea that 


the Bible is the word of God. Then how will the 


story of the three Hebrew children, and that of 
Jonah, and the feats of Samson, and the astro- 
nomical legerdemain of old Joshua, and the Mosaic 
account of creation, he made to tally with science? 
Science will be made to tally with this worse than 
heathenish nonsense. Run the schools to suit the 
average Christian and we should soon be enshrouded 
in the ignoranee and superstition of the Dark Ages. 
Everything withers which Christianity touches. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 15, 1887. 
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Taking no thought of to-morrow ; selling everything 
one has and giving to the poor; giving a thief your 
coat after he has stolen your cloak; turning the 
other cheek after one has been battered by the slug- 

er; hating your friends and relatis; using a sword 
instead of making peace,is pure Christianity. And 
Christianity unadulterated and unmolested will drag 
its votaries down to barbarism. 

Man is by nature a progressiv being. Every sys- 
iem of religion which does not recognize this fact 
will hav no other effect than to load him with dead 
weight. There must bé a never-ending conflict be- 
tween the spirit of progress and any system of re- 
ligion founded on so-called divine revelation. All 
such systems of religion, in the very nature of things, 
must be stationary, and therefore can operate only as 
fetters on progressiv beings. Christianity: has been 
tried and found wanting. It has been in the crucible 
for eighteen hundred years, and has proved to be 
mostly dross. 

The poor regard the lofty temples dedicated to the 
meek and lowly Jesus as monuments of hypocrisy. 
Into them they are never invited, nor would they be 
welcome if they should come. They are built for the 
rich. These gorgeous temples are found in every 
city, where the worshipers follow the example of the 
meek and lowly by despising the poor. Poor fisher- 
men like those who followed Christ would be kicked 
out without ceremony. Even Christ himself, if he 
should appear, meek and lowly and riding on an ass, 
would not be allowed to enter one of these fashion- 
able churches. Talmage would not go near enough 
to him to spit on him. Andif his photograph should 
be found in an art gallery, “Mad Anthony” would 
order it taken down. 

The prayers of such men could not be put on the 
market for a cent on the dollar, and they avail just as 
much on earth as they doin heaven. It is a wonder 
that Garfield did not liv forever when all the Chris- 
tian scullions were praying for him. The whole sys- 
tem is a sham, and the people are outgrowing it as a 
robust youth outgrows * Mother Goose's Meiodies." 
Hell is played out, and the devil has retired from 
activ service. 

We hav in this country about eighty thousand 
men—good, bad, and indifferent—known as priests 
and ministers—I call them Christian brokers. Ask 
any Christian what service these eighty thousand 
men render to the country, and the answer is, * Oh, 
they explain the word of God!” Didn't God know 
enough to write so as to be understood without 
eighty thousand men to help him out with his mean- 
ing? Moreover, this word of God expressly states 
that “it is so plain that the wayfaring man, though a 
fool, need not err therein." 

Marched in single file, the eighty thousand priests 
and ministers would form a line more than forty 
miles in length. They add little or nothing to the 
produetiv industry of the country, and doubtless it 
takes the labor of & million of men besides to run the 
Christian racket in this country. Oh, how I do wish 
that I could induce my countrymen to fairly figure 
up the output of this great outlay. If these eighty 
thousand pulpit pounders were divided into two 
gangs, and one gang should dig holes in the ground 
and the other gang should fill them up again, the 


country would be just as well off, and then perhaps. 


the people could see how little is accomplished by 
the expenditures. If the people in every village and 
hamlet, where there is a church, would just figure 
out the outlay of running it each year, and then 
. ealmly consider how little the people hav to show for 
the money expended, they would say in a quiet way, 
* What fools we mortals be!” 

I am aware that the average Christian will say 
that I am lacking in reverence for the ministry, and 
for what he deems sacred things; but I hav no de- 
sire to wound his feelings. At the same time, I must 
speak the truth as I understand it. I believe rum- 
selling to be a bad business, and I must not refrain 
from saying so because, forsooth, I may injure the 
feelings of the rum-seller. I denounce gambling be 
cause it is too much like stealing. If the gambler 
does not like the way I classify his business, let him 
stand from under. 
gambler, thé horse-racer, the prize-fighter, in 
short, any kind of business which absorbs the sweat 
and the toil of the people and givs them nothing in 
return. 

These priests and ministers are quartered on the 
people like so many leeches, and absorb a great pro 
portion of what they produce; and all they get back 
is claims on the promised land and.an interest in 
the prayers of these gospel bummers, which would 
not affect a shadow. If the gambler does no good. 
and is & positiv injury to society, kick him out. If 
the rum-seller is an unmitigated curse, why should 
he be tolerated? Away with all these leeches! Why 
should priests and ministers hav exemption from 
their fair turn at the oar, and still suck up the sub- 
stance of society? 

Why should ministers and chureh property hav 
exemption from taxation more than other men and 
other property? As obtuse as the Christian is, he 
would fee] the outrage if he were compelled to pay 
taxes on Infidel property. 


I denounce the rum-seller, the- 


Iam unable to see why I should be compelled to 
pay taxes on church property more than on a race- 
course. Iam no more more interested in ihe one 
than the other. I think both are pernicious in their 
effects and influences. Why should the people at 
large be made to pay for prayers in the legislativ 
bodies, in the &rmy and navy, and in prisons? Is 
this government a church institution, or is it a gov- 
ernment of the people? As the parrot said to the 
monkey, there would be “a hell of a time" in the 
Christian camp “if they were compelled to pay for In- 
fidel lectures. 

Where do the president and the governors get the 
constitutional authority to set apart a day of thanks 
giving and prayer? Is it any part of their civil 
duty? Is it not a matter of the church and not of 
the state? By what authority am I compelled to 
observe and keep holy one day in the week? What 
business of the state whether I work six days and 
keep one, or keep six days and work one, or none at 
all? Why shoüid the motto, “In God we trust,” be 
put upon the coin of the country? Who is empow- 
ered to say for me that I put my trust in God? Is 
this coin exclusivly for the use of Christians? Hav 
I no rights under the Constitution which the Chris- 
tian is bound to respect? When the Constitution 
was established, did the fiat come from the church or 
from the people ? i 

If a man be a good citizen, what right has the state 
to inquire whether he is a Christian, Infidel, Moham- 
medan, or Jew—whether he believes in one god or 
twenty, or no god at all?, Ifa citizen is called as a 
witness, what right has the state to inquire into his 
theological views? If a man see another commit 
theft or murder, the Christian infers that it is better 
for the thief or the murderer to escape justice than 
to allow & man to testify who is not sound on the 
"goose question. In some states, if a thief is a 
Christian, his oath would be allowed, while an honest 
Agnostic would not be allowed to testify—not to 
bring a thief to justice—not even the murderer of his 
wife or child. i 

When we formed this government, did we not hav 
it written down in the Constitution that Congress 
should pass no law to establish any system. of relig- 
ion, nor to prohibit the free exercise thereof? Can 
not anyone see that each one of the cases cited is 
mere church usurpation—that the church and the 
state hav never been entirely separated ? 

Still Christians are constantly talking about ** God 
in the Constitution,” Christ the “ supreme ruler," and 
the “ Bible as the foundation of all law." Instead o! 
granting more power to the ehurch, the people should 
take away from her every power which she has 
usurped. All the fangs of the old ecclesiastical rep- 
til hav never been extracted—the coils of the slim} 
old serpent are still to be dreaded. I once heard of 
a boy who had a pet hen, and in due time she be- 
came impressed with the scriptural command to “in- 
crease and multiply.” The day the boy arranged the 
nest to set.the old hen, some of the older brothers 
found an owl’s nest. They took two eggs from 
under the hen on the sly, and put under two owl’s 
eggs instead. One day the boy went to look after 
the old hen, and he saw the head of a young ow! 
protruding from one of the eggs. For a moment he 
stared with mute astonishment at the hooked beak 
and big eyes of the owl, and then, with hat in hand 
and eyes a glare, and hair standing erect, he ran to 
the house and said, “ Father, you just wait a day or 
two, and if them chickens come out with bodies pro 
portioned to their heads, I'll show you some of the 
cussedest chickens ever hatched out in America.” Now, 
if the American people do not want to hatch. owls in- 
stead of chickens, let them count the cost before they 
vote God into the Constitution, thereby putting 
more power into the hands of the church. Power in 
the church means chains for the people. The dark- 
est day in the history of Europe was when Chris- 
tianity bore rule without restraint. 

I would like to ask if the ignorance, the poverty, 
the misrule, the worse than heathenish darkness of 
Christian Europe for more than a thousand years, se- 
cured the eternal happiness of a single soul. Wili 
anyone pretend that good conditions, enlightenment, 
and happy surroundings here will cut off all hope of 
happiness hereafter? Does the happiness of God's 
children in this world so inflame liis wrath that he 
will punish them forever in a world to come? Such 
has been the teaching of the church. 

No matter about being happy in this life, no mat- 
ter what we suffer or endure here, if we can only 
walk the streets of the New Jerusalem. “ This world 
is but as dross and filthy rags; this world is but a 
wilderness, this world is not my home,” has ever been 
the song of the church, and has caused more igno- 
rance and suffering than all other causes combined. 
It draped all Europe in mourning for more than a 
thousand years. 

This world is our home. Here we are born, here 
we must liv. We can neither sow nor reap in the 
skies. From the earth every blessing must come, 
and it behooves us to make it yield all the blessings 
possible. Let us hav good homes, good clothing, a 
good supply of healthy food, hours for sleep aud 
recreation, and let us strive to make it possible for 


even the poorest to enjoy these blessings. No hu- 
man being should be considered so low as not to be 
entitled to the consideration and help of the highest. 
Acts of kindness from each must ultimately result in 
happiness to all. Joan Pxcz. 
———— — —-4-9— —-— ——— 
A Reminiscence of Nearly Sixty Years Ago. 

In the little town in western Massachusetts where 
I then lived, the minister of the only church in the 
place (Presbyterian) was an arrogant, tyrannical man, 
settled for life, with a salary of six hundred dollars a 
year, having, in addition, a fine farm, which he mar- 
ried with his wife soon after his settlement. 

This man acted as though “he was monarch of all 
he surveyed "—he took control of the schools, sug- 
gested the disciplin, ordered the recitation once a 
week, by all the pupils, of the Westminster Catechism ; 
appointed church meetings, in which he told the 
brethren which one of the political candidates they 
were to vote for—in short, in all matters of any in- 
terest he was both judge and jury. 

When the Methodists made their entrance into the 
place, this dictator said they were not to be tolerated. 
Keep away from them, was the command; but 
then, as now, there were some people who objected 
to arbitrary rule; they broke over the command, went 
to hear these enthusiastic, earnest men, and brought 
away such glowing descriptions of the exercises that 
others ventured to disobey the edict; and at last a 
society was formed, and a demand made for the use 
of the meeting-house a portion of the time. At a 
town meeting called to decide the claims of this new 
society, it was unanimously voted to grant the use of 
the church (meeting-house, I should hav said ; it was 
heretical in those days to talk of a building as a 
church) every-fourth Sunday to the Methodists. The 
members signed off from the Presbyterians, and their 
minister-tax was henceforward to be paid to support 
this new sect. The fourth Sunday at length arrived. 
My father decided to go and hear the new speaker, 
waking his children with him. We arrived iu good 
season, and, when the bell ceased tolling, the Presby- 
terian minister walked up one flight of stairs into the 
pulpit, the Methodist minister the other. The Meth- 
odist, as is their custom, proceeded to open the ser- 
vices by reading a hymn; the Presbyterian stepped 
in front of the one who had a clear right to be heard, 
raised his hands, and said, " Let us ask for the pres- 
ence and blessing of God." Either his voice was so 
loud as to drown the reading of the hymn, or the 
brazen audacity of the act completely overcame the 
stranger minister, and he shut his book. 

The congregation was in a wonder as to what fur- 
ther was to come. In a moment the silence was 
broken by the loud voice of a man known to all the 
town as an Infidel, but whose character was euch that 
any office of trust to be given by the town was given 
to this man. He invited the new society to occupy 
his house, a large, commodious dwelling just oppo- 
sit the holy edifice. The minister followed (let me 
write his name in full, as he never married, and no 
children hav brought his name down to this time)— 
Dennis Wood, and the congregation was soon reduced 
to small size, and the Presbyterian preached his ser- 
mon. I wish I could recall his subject. 

What of the old society? From that day their 
prosperity ended—the congregation diminished, it 
was impossible to raise the salary required. The 
minister's farm was so badly managed that it yielded 
very little. A minister's family is generally a grow- 
ing one, and this was no exception to tbe rule. The 
family became so poor tbat they were obliged to lose 
their home. A brother of the minister owned a home 
in & neighboring town, whither they renioved, were 
supported by charity, and finally, in the last days of 
the husband and wife, by a young woman whom they 
took in her childhood to be a servant to their chil- 
dren, and treated so shabbily that members of their 
their own church sometimes prayed for her, hoping 
the Lord would do for her,what they dare not do. 
Perhaps their prayers were hard. At any rate, this 
neglected orphan was & success. She removed toa 
flourishing city, did a prosperous business, and, whun 
she knew of the needs of these, her old oppressors, 
went to them and cared for them till they died. One 
of the most bitter opposers of the Methodist church 
in that little town was a man, considered rich in those 
days of small fortune. He was superintendent of the 
Sunday-school, and in a general way Cfficious. His 
eldest daughter had married a man who was after- 
ward converted to the new sect. I think the father- 
in-law never forgave him for so great a crime, and 
made public announcement, when the new church 
was built, that, if he could see the steeple from his 
garret window, he would board it up. “See how 
these Christians love: each other," was just as appli- 
cable sixty years ago as today. Lucy N. Corwax. 

—— M — $9 —,99— —— ——— — 


A Pastor in a state adjoining this, preaching from 
the text, “Beware of covetousness,” said: "Last 
Sunday night the collection in this house amounted 
to $1.80, and the dollar was thrown in by a Baptist 
brother from Richmond, Va., who happened to be 
here and did no; know any better. The other six 
hundred of you dropped in the eighty cents.” —Hich- 
mond Religious Herald. 
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News and Notes. 

Again the familiar rumble of the wheels and the 
snort of the engin, and the journey across the con. 
tinent is begun—from the shining portals of the Hast 
to the Golden Gates of the West. Farewell, myriad- 
lighted city, the moonlight on the Hudson, the glanc- 
ing bridge glittering like a fairy palace, and the 
torch of Liberty. Away through the blackening 
night to the misty morning. Away to the blue Po- 
tomac (blue with cold at present) and the “old 
Virginia soil.” At about noon, amid a sweeping 
storm, I strike Harper’s Ferry. Here is where I first 
buckled on the knapsack and, with a new pair of 
army shoes, tackled the Virginia mud. A hopeless 
task. I found it much easier to wrap my blanket 
about me and recline upon its downy bed—that is, 
away down almost to the bottomless pit. It seems a 
million years ago since I was in this valley. Perhaps 
it was—who knows? What is time anyway? It was 
in this valley that I was “converted,” one rainy day 
when the mud was knee-deep, and the musket was 
like a cannon on my shoulders, and my liver was out 
of order—a propitious time for “regeneration ” 
Anybody would be anxious for a “change of base” 
under such circumstances. It was & curious psycho- 
logical experience. I don’t quite understand it my- 
self. I must leave it to the doctors, for, without 
doubt, it belongs to pathology. Neither Moody nor 
Sam Jones ever had a more thorough trial of the 
“new birth” than I did; I was just as much a 
“ miracle of grace” as anybody. 

I arrived at Martinsburg, W. Va, at 2 o'clock 
Wednesday afternoon, and the moment I greeted my 
good friends, Louis Wolfes, Sr., and Harmon H. 
Bohda, I felt at home. I knew they were of the 
right stuff, although I had never seen them before. 
They are subscribers to Taz TaurmH SEEKER, and, of 
course, we were comrades of long standing. I went 
first to the pleasant home of Mr. Wolfes, where I met 
his wife, a stanch Freethinker, so full of life that it is 
impossible for her to be anything but a heretic; also 
I met Louis Wolfes, Jr., and wife, who were just in 
the splendor of honeymoon, and I gave them all the 
Secular benedictions that belong to this world ; and 
Charles H. Wolfes, the younger son, who, like his 
father, is a stalwart of Liberalism. 

In the evening at Feller’s Hall, whose proprietor, 
Mr. John Feller, and his wife are Liberals, I gave my 
lecture, ‘‘ Universal Mental Liberty." The hall was 
filled, and the audience was of a miscellaneous char- 
acter. There were some Christians present, and a 
poreen of these took a somewhat noisy departure 

efore the close of the lecture. Evidently they had 
heard something new. The majority of the audience 
received what I said with approval. It was the first 
Freethought lecture ever given in Martinsburg, and 
the next day there was an immense amount of dis- 
cussion on the streets. It was the opinion of some 
that the Infidel should be driven out of town. He 
had no right to disturb the peace of orthodoxy. 

After the lecture I had a bit of a sleighride in the 
moonlight to the house of Mr. Bohda, about a mile 
out. On the way we passed a party coasting down 
hil. For a moment New England flashed over my 
mind, and I thought I was on the glorious New 
Hampshire hills, dashing along the glittering road. 
How I wanted to jump on those flying sleds and be 
a boy again! . 

Mr. and Mrs. Bohda made my stay delightful 
in their hospitable home. I could not find a better 
place than Martinsburg fòr the beginning of my 
labors. All was cheer and comfort. On the second 
evening the hall was again filled, and on Friday 
evening I gave a parlor lecture at Mr. Bohda’s, where 
agreeable sociability was mixed with the intellectual 
entertainment. Christians were present and received 
our declaration of views in a very generous manner. 
The work thus accomplished at Martinsburg has 
done great good. It has stirred the community 
wonderfully, and Freethought has received a splendid 
impulse. 

Messrs. Wolfes and Bohda are the chief supporters 
of our cause in Martinsburg. They are both from 
the old country, of good German stock. Mr. Bohda 
came to Martinsburg in 1840, and Mr. Wolfes in 
1853, and both hav been residents there ever since. 
They were Union men during the war, and passed 
through many incidents of that tremendous drama, 
many of whose great actions occurred in the imme 
diate vicinity of their home. They hav always been 
Freethinkers, and hav manfully expressed their 
views. They are well known in the community and 
occupy honorable positions, Among other influential 
and outspoken Liberals of the place are John Heller, 
Arthur Stevens, John Hutzler, John Pickens, Thomas 
Kratz, and Mrs. Catherine Brantner, with those al- 
ready mentioned. There are many who hav taken no 
decided stand, but there is a large element in this 
place and vicinity of intelligence ard power which is 
in favor of Freethought. The churches, however, 
still cast their overshadowing superstitions. The 
majority of the people are unprogressiv. 


I hope to visit Martinsburg on my return-trip, and 
greet again these vigorous and noble comrades of 
Liberty who hav done so much to giv me pleasure 
and courage for my work. I am writing this on the 
express train, going forty miles an hour, and I hav 
no doubt the compositors will scold when they see 
my hieroglyphics made while the coach is shaking 
like a ship at sea. But I must take times as it flies, 
lightning-train and all. The day is lovely. We 
speed along the ice-bound river, amid the ever-vary- 
ing mountain forms, with crests of blue and mantles 
of sparkling snow, beneath an almost cloudless sky, 
intensely radiant. I am hurrying on to greet our 
Pittsburgh friends, that Roman company who keep 
our eagle standard ever at the front. I shall lecture 
at Pittsburgh to-morrow, Sunday ; at Kent, O., Mon- 
day, Tuesday, and Wednesday; at Alliance, Thurs- 
day; at Akron, Friday, and at Columbus, O., Janu- 
ary 16th. My other lecture engagements are as 
follows: 


Piqua, O.............. eene i odaleetecescaseseuarsaan Jan. 17, 18 
Cincinnati, Q....... ei eece eo eese os no nua eun coc nan na arai aps Jan. 19, 20 
Rome, “Und ss, cescacseassesecaascsicoavcnatsasvacesssacscsccasess Jan. 23 


Linesville, Pa...... 
Chicago, Ill..... 
Nekoma, Ill....... 
Fort Madison, Ia. 
Belton, Mo......... 


Bavaria, Kan... . 9, 
Salina, Kan........ deesse E as vio vov veoey teas Feb. 11, 12, 18 
Brookville, Kan............ «.eeeeeeeeee ener Feb. 14, 15 
Fort Dodge, Kan............ eee eeeeeeee eee nente Feb. 20 
© Garden City, KaN....ssssssesrerssseresrooseva eene Feb. 21, 22 
Denver, Col.................... T Feb. 27, March 6 


January 8, 1887. ` Samuzt P. PuTNAM. 
ore 
Liberal. 
From Secular Thought. 

A Liberal paper should be edited by a Liberal man. 
And by the word Liberal I mean, not only free, not 
only one who thinks for himself, not only one who 
has escaped from the prisons of custom and creed, 
but one who is candid, intelligent, and kind—that is 
to say, Liberal toward others. 

This Liberal editor should not forever play upon 
one string, no matter how wonderful the music. He 
should not hav his attention forever fixed upon one 
question—that is to say, he should not look through 
a reversed telescope and narrow his horizon to that 
degree that he sees only one thing. 

To know that the Bible is the literature of a bar- 
barous people, to know that it is uninspired, to be 
certain that the supernatural does not and cannot 
exist—all this is but the beginning of wisdom. This 
only lays the foundation for unprejudiced observa- 
tion. To kill weeds, to fell forests, to drive away or 
exterminate wild beasts—this is preparatory to 
doing something of greater value. Of course the 
weeds must be killed, the forests must be felled, and 
the beasts must be destroyed before the building of 
homes and the cultivation of fields. 

A Liberal paper should not discuss theological 
questions alone. Intelligent people everywhere hav 
given up most of the old superstitions. They hav 
pretty well made up their miuds what is false, and 
they want to know something that is true. For this 
reason & Liberal paper should keep abreast of the 
discoveries of the human mind. No science should 
be neglected ; no fact should be overlooked. Inven- 
tions should be described and understood. And not 
only this, but the beautiful in thought, in form and 
color, should be preserved. The paper should be 
filled with things caleulated to interest thoughtful, 
intelligent, and serious people. There should bea 
column for children as well as for men. 

Above all, it should be perfectly kind and candid. 
In discussion there is no place for hatred, no oppor- 
tunity for slander. A personality is always out of 
place. An angry man can neither reason himself nor 
perceive the reason of what another says. The or- 
thodox world has always dealt in personalities. 


Every minister can answer the argument of an op- 


ponent by attacking the character of the opponent. 
This example should never be followed by a Liberal 
man. Nobody can be bad enough to prove that the 
Bible is uninspired, and nobody can be good enough 
to prove that it is the word of God. These facts hav 
no relation. They neither stand nor fall together. 

Nothing should be asserted that is not known. 
Nothing should be denied, the falsity of which has 
not been, or cannot be, demonstrated. Opinions are 
simply given for what they are worth. They are 
guesses, and one guesser should giv to another 
guesser all the right of guessing that he claims for 
himself. Upon the great questions or origin, of des- 
tiny, of immortality, of punishment and reward in 
other worlds, every honest man must say, “I do not 
know.” Upon these questions, this is the creed of 
intelligence. Nothing is harder to bear than the 
egotism of ignorance and the arrogance of supersti- 
tion. The man who has some knowledge of the dif- 
ficulties surrounding these subjects, who knows some- 
thing of the limitations of the human mind, must of 
necessity be mentally modest. And this condition of 
mental modesty is the only one consistent with in- 
dividual progress. 

Above all, and over all, a Liberal paper should 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 15, 1887. 


teach the absolute freedom of the mind, the utter in- 
dependence of the individual, the perfect liberty of 
speech. We should remember that the world is as 
it must be; that the present is the necessary off- 
spring of the pat; that the future must be what the 
present makes it, and that the real work of the re- 
former, of the philanthropist, is to change the condi- 
tions of the present, to the end that the future may 
-be better. , R. Q. INGERSOLL. 


— OHO 
Men, Women, and Books. 


It is a strange fact that no matter how fully men 
think that they believe in a principle of reform, if it 
does not touch them personally, or, at least, as a class, 
they hav to be waked up to the realization of their 
own standard of belief every time the subject is men- 
tioned. . 

I was a good deal amused by an illustration of this 
human weakness a few days ago. ; 

A friend and I had started to take a stroll one 
lovely Sunday morning out on the Riverside drive. 
The walk wasso enjoyable that before we realized the 
fact we were beyond the point where streets are cut 
through to the drive, except at long distances. 

This fact being once borne in upon my conscious- 
ners, I immediately discovered that I was tired. ` The 
prospect was not encouraging. It would be a long 
walk to the nearest car at best, and no unoccupied 
public carriages appeared. 

Therefore we fell to leaning over the railing looking 
out on the river, and idly speculating on the best way 
to get home. 

A gentleman walked briskly past us, and then he, 
also, turned to get the fine view from where we 
stood. My friend told him of our desire to get back 
home, and. asked if he could tell us which way to walk 
to find the nearest cross-street to the cars. Should 
we goon or back? He assured us that four blocks 
further on was what we wanted, and that it would 
also bring us out where we could take an elevated 
train. 

- This seemed hopeful, and as we walked we talked. 

The gentleman was evidently a professional man, 
well-to-do, and of fine instincts. 

We talked of the value of land along the drive, and 
of the fine locations for beautiful homes. I said that 
I should like a certain lot, that the outlook would be 
quite inspiring from that point. f . 

The gentleman at once began to pass judgment, in 
a mild way, upon my wish. He held that no one had 
a right to own such a lot, etc., etc. . 

It was just after the Henry George campaign, and 
he drifted into that. He talked well. 

Finally he said: “I tell you, sir, and madam, that 
there are to any quae two great questions before the 
world. Both affect every poor man. These ques- 
tions cannot much longer be kept down and thrust 
aside. They are the questions of the labor move- 
ment and of prohibition, and they are the only ques- 
tions of importance to-day or for the near future.” 

“Well,” said I, “I agree with you as to tbe impor- 
tance of these questions, but I think that you might, ` 
without doing violence to the truth, add another 
question, if not two others, that are quite as impor- 
tant, and which will affect quite as many, perhaps 
more, people.” He stopped short, and stared at me. 
He had, up to this time, thought me harmless, and, 
after giving me a casual glance, had addressed most 
of his remarks to my more impressiv-looking com- 
panion. 

I waited for his jaw to assume its normal position, 
and for his eyes to return to their sockets. Then I 
said, “And I may go farther and say that one of 
these questions deserves and should hav precedence 
to all others." 

Then he began to brace up for a fight. 

“T cannot conceive, madam, of any question that 
any human being can feel should stand ahead of these 
in point of either time or importance." 

* Well," said I, * this question should hav been set- 
tled before the first man ever got drunk, and there- 
fore before temperance, not to say prohibition, could 
hav been thought of, and before competition in labor 
ever created a problem to solve. Therefore I claim 
that it should haw precedence in time. And since it 
affects more than one-half of the race directly, and 
every human being by heredity, I claim for it prece- 
denee in importance; for those who are affected most 
by it are also most affected by the two questions 
named by you.” 

The man gasped. Then he said, “I am totally 
unable to. conceive of what you mean.” “That is 
because you are a man,” said I, “and are therefore 
unable to conceive of an important question which 
has not for its object the happiness and ambition 
first of all for man. The question I refer to is 
human equality between the sexes, in this country 
expressed most directly by the ballot, and called 
woman-suffrage." j l 

He brightened wonderfully, and my companion 
said, “ Good. She hit you fairly that time. And I 
am with her heart and soul. You are in a hopeless 
minority in this company.” Then we all laughed, 
but the gentleman hastened to say that he, too, was 
a most earnest believer in that cause—only he did 
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not hold it “so important, nor so urgent, as the 
other two, though,” he added, “Ive advocated it 
strongly, because I feel sure that the woman’s vote 
would carry Prohibition !” 

As an aid in itself still the question of human 
equality and justice was utterly sunk in the pitiful 
question of whether she would “carry” another 
measure. We had reached our cross street and said, 
** G'ood- morning." 

Then there was a moment of silence in which I 
knew that my companion was in the depths of humili- 
ation. Then I laughed, and he said: ` 

“I don’t wonder you laugh. How utterly incon- 
sistent men are! And, great God, how little they 
realize the altitude of their own selfishness and self- 
conceit! Now, that man really thinks that he is a 
strong believer in human equality, and would be 
highly indignant if told that he thought more of his 
own comfort and happiness and future welfare than 
of that of his mother or wife or daughter; and yet 
he had fo be waked up out of a deep sleep before he 
was even able to grasp the idea that thereis still one- 
half of the human race prevented from expressing 
even an opinion upon the topics he named, and which 
are of equal, if not of greater importance to that very 
half" ‘But he is a ‘thorough suffragist, " said I. 
“ Thorough nonsense! He is nothing of the kind 
Manly men are ashamed to say that they are not, but 
so long as they hav to be waked up with dynamite 
before they even recall that such a thing exists as a 
disfranchised and humiliated class—why, they don’t 
believe in helping to crush such an ignominy half as 
much as they believe in toasting their own toes be- 
fore a club-fire which shall agree never to warm their 
wives or daughters.” “Tut, tut, tut,” said I, “you 
are excited. Why, that poor man has no idea that he 
did not come off with flying colors. He doesn’t even 
know that his last remark indicated that he believed 
women to be so soft-headed that they'd vote the 
sentimental ticket always, and not be divided in their 
opinion and healthy in their differences as men are. 
He thinks they could be ‘voted’ in a body to carry 
conservativ and prohibitiv measures.” 

Speaking of that, it may be news, and bad news to 
some, that in the recent election in Washington Ter- 
ritory the woman's vote, quite contrary to all predic- 
tions, defeated prohibition. 

The governor of Wyoming has sent me some 
reports from his territory, and some information 
which I may share with you later on. It would be 
very wholesome information for our weak-knéed 
Liberals who are ‘‘afraid to risk” the experiment of 
human equality for women. 

But, speaking of wholesome information, if you 
want to get more of that desirable article in one book 
than you ever saw before in so small a space, and if 
you want to get it in such a charming style that you 
will be tempted to sit up nights to read it, why, I 
strongly advise you to get the “ History of Woman 
Suffrage,” edited by those three brilliant and de- 
servedly famous women, Elizabeth Cady. Stanton, 
Susan B. Anthony, and Matilda Joslyn Gage. 

While it is edited by these three able women, it is 
written by many different people, and no one could 
believe, without reading it, how interesting it could 
be in matter, and how attractiv in manner of presenta- 
tion. . 

It is as interesting as a story-book, and twice as 
instructiv. It has a good deal of Freethought talk 
in it too. It is humorous, pathetic, forcible, thor- 
oughly dignified, and at the same time “light.” One 
does not hav to “ wade” through it. It is history at 
its best. 

There is a chapter (the last one in the first volume) 
by Mrs. Gage on “ Woman in Church and State” 
that is as heterodox as Colonel Ingersoll, and as care- 
fully collected as are Mr. Remsburg’s statistics. — 

Mrs. Stanton never misses a chance to stick pins in 
wherever they will do the most good, and if the situ- 
ation demands a safety-pin it is always on hand and 
is carefully adjusted. Miss Anthony is more ortho- 
dox in her methods; but it is a vigorous trinity, and 
* the word, the truth, and the life," which they hav 
given, will do your hearts good to read, whether you 
believe in the * cause” or not. 

Read it, and see if I hav not come even far within 
the truth as to the merits of this remarkable work. 

I believe that I used to hav a little prejudice 
against Miss Anthony, but I take it all back. I heard 
her say something once that ruffled my temper. — 

After reading these volumes I am only surprised 
that her language was not often so vigorous as to 
ruffle my entire costume. 

Very sincerely, Hexen H. GARDENER. 
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C. B. Reynolds’s Defense Fund. 


Photius Fisk, $10; G. N. Hill, $1; B. F. Runels, $1; 
Walter Runels, $1; Thos. Z. Furgeson, $1; S. Brewer, $1; 
H. Celler, $1. By sale of photos: . W. Morris, $1; H. 
G. Avery, 85 cents; A. Jarvis, 35 cents; A. Pionnie, 85 
cents; Miss Patterson, 35 cents; Henry Allen, $4; Chas. 
Douglas, $1; A. C. Lake. $1; Rufus Perkins, $2; Frank 
Schuneman, $1; Andrew Beveridge, $1; Thos. Beales, $2; 
Chas. Zeigler, $1; Ben Turner, $1. 


Mr. Reynolds's case is down for trial at Morris- 
town, N. J., Tuesday, the 18th, 


‘Henry George Attacks the Catholic Hierarchy. 


„In his new paper, the Standard, Henry George 
givs Dr. MeGlynn and his church superiors the bene- 
fit of nearly ten columns of praise and abuse. It is 
needless to say Dr. McGlynn receives the praise, and 
Archbishop Corrigan the abuse. The conclusion at 
which Mr. George arrives is one that exactly agrees 
with Taz Tsuru SrExrR's prediction all along, and 
allows us the finest possible opportunity to say to Mr. 
George, We told you so. His conclusion is this: 


American workingmen might as well make up their minds 
that in their fight for the enfranchisment of labor they must 
meet the opposition of the Catholic hierarchy. 


The following are the vital points of Mr. George's 
attack : |: 


“The Catholic church,” he says, ‘‘has been used to 
bolster the power of tyrants, and to keep the masses quiet 
under the social injustice; the Greek church to support the 
absolutism of the czar. Luther hurled his direct anathemas 
against German peasants driven into agrarian revolt by the 
unbearable oppressions of their lords; the English church 
has been the stanch supporter of regal tyranny and landlord 
robbery, and Presbyterian ministers hav preached to Scottish 
clansmen that in resisting eviction from their homes they 
would be resisting the will of God, while in our own day and 
place the popular preachers of the great liberal denomina- 
tions, however careless they may be of the charge of hetero- 
doxy, are careful to temper the gospel to their wealthy sheep. 
But never before in the history of this country,” he says, 
“ has there been such a barefaced attempt to use the Catholic 
church as a political machine—such an audacious exercise of 
ecclesiastical power to stifle political opinion and control 
political action.” 


Dr. McGlynn, it appears, was silenced once before 
by the church authorities. In welcoming Michael 
Davitt, in 1882, Dr. McGlynn said that the soil of 
Ireland belonged to the people of the country, and 
not to a few landlords. For this a letter was sent by 
the cardinal prefect of the Propaganda directing 
Cardinal McCloskey to suspend “the priest Mc- 
Glynn.” Cardinal McCloskey did not do this, but 
Dr. McGlynn was ordered to make no more Land 
League speeches, and he obeyed, remaining silent for 
years. 

When Dr. McGlynn and other Catholic clergymen 
had given Mr. George assurances of their support in 
his race for mayor last fall, Mr. Georgé heard that 
Archbishop Corrigan was offended by the attitude of 
Dr. McGlynn, and at Dr. McGlynn’s suggestion Mr. 
George called on the archbishop with a letter of 
introduction from Dr. McGlynn. This is Mr. George's 
account of the interview: 


I called accordingly on the archbishop, who received me 
courteously, but pe me little opportunity to speak on mat- 
ters as to which I could speak with propriety, insomuch as 
he opened the conversation by reading to me two letters from 
the propaganda, dated in 1882 and addressed to his predeces- 
sor, Cardinal McCloskey. In these the suspension of ‘ the 
priest McGlynn ” was demanded at the express order of the 
pope, because, in his Land League speeches, he had taught 
doctrins openly contrary to the teachings of the Catholic 
church, and he was censured because in other ways he had 
shown ‘propensity to favor the Irish revolution.” The 
archbishop gave me at some considerable length a history of 
the matter. the essential point of which was that the execu- 
tion of this sentence had at that time been suspended on the 
understanding that Dr. McGlynn should make no more pub- 
lic utterances. The archbishop said that that understanding 
had now been violated by Dr. McGlynn—so much so that a 
Protestant gentleman with whom he had recently dined had 
complained to him of the scandalous declarations of the doc- 
tor in regard to the rights of landowners. The archbishop 
told me that he had called his council to meet at 12 o’clock 
that cay or the purpose of taking into consideration the case 
of Dr. McGlynn, and, as I understood, of at once suspending 
him. : 

Onleaving the archbishop I called on Dr. McGlynn and 
informed him of the result of my interview. Hesaid that his 
understanding of the promis he had felt himself obliged to 
make in 1882 was that he should deliver no more speeches 
on the Irish question, which promis he had kept; that he 
had since made speeches in behalf of Mr. Cleveland, to which 
there had been no remonstrance whatever, and that, although 
he had not up to that time received any inhibition from 
speaking at the Chickering Hall meeting, yet even should 
one come he could not, now that he had been announced to 
speak, refrain from doing so consistently with his own self- 
respect and without publicly renouncing the rights of an 
American citizen. 


October 1st Mr. George held a campaign meeting 
at Chickering Hall, at which several Catholic priests 
were expected to speak. Of this meeting and its re- 
sults Mr. George says: 


Dr. McGlynn went to Chickering Hall and spoke, though 
the other Catholic clergymen who were to hav been present 
did not come, having, as I afterward learned, received an 
express command not to do so. .I did not hear Dr. McGlynn’s 
speech, but Í know how it impressed those who did. A 
lady who was present, and who had no idea of the situation, 
said to me after the meeting, '* Dr. McGlynn spoke like a 
man who expected this night to be his last.” She did not 
know that .he spoke under the shadow of what to a Catholic 
priest is worse than death. Dr. McGlynn informed me the 
next morning that he would not speak again during the 
campaign. And he kept his own counsel. Not until weeks 
after the campaign, and until the matter, bruited about from 
the archbishop’s palace, had found its way into the press, did 
I learn, or had I the faintest suspicion, that on the morning 
after that speech Dr. McGlynn had really been suspended 
for two weeks. Dr. McGlynn made no more speeches in the 
campaign, obeying to the letter the command'of his ecclesi- 
astical superior. But he did show his sympathy in all non- 
forbidden ways, and when, on the eve of the election, ** Mon- 
signor" Preston, the archbishop's right-hand man, issued a 
pronunciamento designed to prevent Catholics from voting 
the workingman's ticket, which pronunciamento was dis- 
tributed at the church doors, Dr. McGlynn volunteered to 
ride around with me to the polls—in this silent way to show 
that a conscientious Catholic could and did support me, 


Dr. McGlynn's offending, thinks Mr. George, is not for 


having taken sides in politics, but having ''taken a side 
which Archbishop Corrigan does not like. 
McGlynn is punished for is, for taking the side of the work. 
ingmen against the system of injustice and spoliation, and the 
rotten rings which hav made the government of New York 
a byword of corruption. 
McGlynn made some vigorous speeches in behalf of the 
Democratic candidate without a word or thought of remon- 
strance. 
opposed to the rings that had the support of the Catholic 
hierarchy." . 


What Dr. 


In the last presidential election Dr. 


His sin is in taking a side in politics which was 


Mr. George continues: Whether Dr. McGlynn will go to 


Rome is something which rests with himself; whether he 
ought to go to Rome is a matter which may properly be dis- 
cussed. 
pulsiv Michael Davitt—who, on theeveof his marriage with 
a charming lady, was disposed to take roseate views—hav 
seemed to think that Dr. McGlynn ought to obey the sum- 
mons to Rome, in order to present the case of those Catholics 
who believe in the common right to land, and force the ques- 
tion to an issue, which would forever still any pretense that 
this doctrin was condemned by the church. 


ome of his friends, following the lead of the im- 


This might be all very well if Dr. McGlynn could go to 


Rome after some such unequivocal popular expressions a8 
would convince the Roman authorities that he was the 
embassador of American Catholics, and that they did not 
propose to be trifled with. But for him to go to Rome asa 
suspended priest with any expectation of getting a hearing as 


against an archbishop backed up by all the influence of the 


rich Catholics of the United States, and by all the powerful 


influence of the English colony and English intriguers at 
Rome, would be folly. Dr. McGlynn would hav no chance 
in Rome to make any presentation of the case, even if the 
Propaganda were a perfectly impartial tribunal. 


But it is not. The cardinals of the Propaganda are a set 
of Italian Bourbon politicians, bitterly opposed to everything 
savoring of freedom and progress, and committed in advance 
against Dr. McGlynn and the doctrin. of **the land for the 
people." 

What it would do if Dr. McGlynn went to Rome would be 
simply to side-track the issue and drop Dr. McGlynn, meta- 
phorically, through some ecclesiastical trap-door. He would 
be worried and heartbroken by delays, compelled to defend 
himself against all sorts of side charges, and finally sent 
into some convent, or ordered off to Africa or China. 
As Puck, chuckling over the suppression of Dr. McGlynn, 
declares, **' The church hath a million ways of squelching the 
insubordinate, and Dr. McGlynn is marked for squelching. 
The job will be done delicately, but it will be done effectivly." 
Nor does ** Monsignor ” (my lord) Preston hav any doubt as 
to what will become of Dr. McGlynn if he goes to Rome. 
* He is not sent for to be complimented,” says this * My 
Lord” Preston; ‘‘he is sent for to be disciplined.” 

The truth is that having Dr. McGlynn ordered to Rome is 
a cunning scheme to get rid of him with the least possible 
remonstrance from his congregation. Jt would be unpleas- 
ant, to say the least, to try to cut off his head here among 
those who know him and Jove him, so he is to be sent away 
to be executed, and time is to be allowed to dull feeling. 


There are the strongest possible reasons why he should 
not go to Rome. In this matter a great principle is at stake. 
Does an American citizen cease to be a citizen when he be- 
comes a priest? Js an American citizen, because he is also 
a Catholic priest, to be held to answer before a foreign 
tribunal because of his action in American politics? If this 
is 80, then the sooner we know it the better. 

Dr. McGlynn has not been summoned to Rome at the in- 
stance of Rome, but at the instance of Archbishop Corrigan, 
prompted undoubtedly by the ‘‘castle Catholics” and the 
ring politicians of New York. 


But whether the Roman ecclesiastical authorities are used 
through Errington by the British government, or through 
Archbishop Corrigan by a New York ring, or whether they 
act in American politics on their own motivs and for their 
own purposes, makes little difference. The prime fact is in 
the outrageous claim that the American Catholic clergy, per- 
haps for their numbers the most influential class of men in 
this country, are to be in their political action the puppets of 
a foreign power, four thousand miles distant in space and 
many centuries distant in ideas; that these men, each of 
whom may influence hundreds and thousands of votes, are 
to be subject to disgrace and punishment, to be throwm out 
of their homes and means of livelihood if their political 
action does not suit the Italian cardinals of the Propaganda 
or the worthy gentleman who livs in the twelve-hundred- 
roomed palace called the Vatican. If American Catholics 
hav not more spirit than to submit to this, then is Catholicism 
indeed utterly inconsistent with free institutions! — 

But I am confident that there is too much spirit in Ameri- 
can Catholics to submit to such dictation, and for my part I 
would rejoice to see Dr. McGlynn make the issue clear and 
plain by utterly refusing to go to Rome to answer for hls 
conduct as acitizen. In his case the point has long been 
passed at which endurance ceases to be a virtue. His sub. 
mission when arraigned for favoring the Irish revolution has 
merely encouraged ecclesiastical tyranny. The time has 
come when he ought to make a stand for the sake of his 
brethren in the priesthood, as well as for the sake of the 
principles of American liberty. 

Even without going into the question of why the govern- 
ment of a world-wide church should be allowed to rest in 
the hands of a knot of reactionary Italians, it is clear that 
the organization of the Catholic church in this country is not 
such as self-respecting American Catholics ought to be con- 
tented with, or as is suited to the genius of our institutions. 
The organization of the church in this country is autocratic 
in the Jast degree. The American Catholic priest has no 
such independence as belongs to the priest of Italy, France, 
or Spain. Ecclesiastically he is under martial law, for, by a 
fiction which the ecclesiastical politicians of Rome hav seen 
fit to preserve, this country, like Ireland, is considered asa 
missionary country, and is, therefore, under the absolute 
government of the Andy Some pretense of securing 
to American priests a little show of independence was made 
at the couneil of Baltimore, but what it amounts to may be 
seen from the fact that there are in New York city only nine 
pastors who cannot he removed at a moment’s notice by will 
of the archbishop. As for Catholic congregations, they hav 
not only no choice as to their pastors, and no voice in church 
matters, but hav no control whatever over the edifices they 
build and the property their contributions create. "The con- 
gregation of Bt. Stephen's now see their beloved pastor 
thrown out of the church their contributions hav raised and 
beautifled, and they are helpless to prevent it. 

However, there is one thing they can do. They can keep 
a tight gripon their money. "That would be the most effectiv 
means of bringing the ecclesiastical autocracy to its senses. 
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the throne of Israel. Whether or not he kept his 
promis does not concern us now. 

Christian apologists say that God had to counte- 
nance many of the vices of the Jews;. was obliged to 
lead them gradually in order to civilize them. The 
omnipotent ruler of the universe obliged to counte- 
nance such vices as polygamy and slavery in order to 
control his chosen people! He could harden and 
Boften the heart of Pharaoh at his pleasure; why 
could he not hav done the same with the Jews? 
Why not hav made mankind better anyway? Men 
was made bad and governed worse, and Jehovah not 
being able to manage all the different people, he 
takes one tribe under his especial care, and leaves 
the rest of mankind to take care of themselvs, many 
of whom worked out a far better and nobler civiliza 
tion than the Jews ever attained. If polygamy and 
concubinage were displeasing to the Lord, he might 
hav said something abcut the sacredness of the 
family ties and’ the equality of the sexes. Amid the 
thunders and lightnings of Sinai he might hav 
declared that the husband should hav but one wife, 
and the wife but one husband. But instead of this 
he sustains the ba barian in his prejudices, and forti- 
fies the heathen in his crimes. If Jehovah was really 
desirous of civilizing the Jews, instead of being so 
precise about the fashioning of candlesticks, the kill- 
ing of goats, and the dyeing of ram-skins red, he 
might hav said that the master should not hold his 
maid-servant in concubinage, that a man should not 
sell his daughter, or take to himself more than one 
wife. He might at least hav hinted to Moses that he 
had not shown the highest respect to the weaker sex 
when he ordered several thousand captiv maidens to 
be given up to the lusts of brutal soldiers and 
licentious priests. Omnipotence certainly ought to 
hav been able to hav said something that would hav 
bettered the condition of wife and mother. But if 
we read the Bible with an unbiased mind we will find 
that Jehovah had all the prejudices and vices of the 
Jews. 

Of all the passages of the Bible that treat woman 
with disrespect and contempt, the twelfth chapter of 
Leviticus caps the climax. Here Jehovah declares 
motherhood a sin. The mother that has given birth 
toa son is utcean for forty days, and if she giv 
birth to a daughter she is unclean for eighty days. 
During her “ purifying” she is unfit to enter a syna- 
gog, and, to add insult to injury, she must take a sin- 
offering to the priest, and he must offer it as an 
atonement for her transgression. If there is any- 
thing that thrills the husband’s heart with tender 
emotions, that fills his soul with love and adoration 
for the gentler sex, it is the pure and lovely mother. 
clasping to her breast her darling offspring. But 
upon this loveliest of objects Jehovah looks with 
supercilious contempt. He pronounces her unholy 
and unclean. But why must her days of purifying 
be twice as long for a daughter as for a son? Because 
the daughter will in her turn, become a mother. 
Such & doctrin, whether it comes from gods or devils, 
heaven or hell, from the church or the lowest sinks 
of perdition, is savagery pure and simple, and it 
ought to consign to eternal oblivion the god that is 
said to hav inspired it, the book that contains it, and 
the church that indorses it. 

-The Christian here tells us that the old Mosaic 
laws were done away in Christ—that the Oid Testa 
ment laws are abrogated. Be this as it may, they 
show the barbarism of the times, and if Jehovah in- 
spired the writing of them he was a devil instead of 
a god. Whether we are subject to the Mosaic Jaws or 
not, they hav influenced Christendom even to our 
day to such an extent that it has been, and is yet 
among a certain class, considered a sin, as an attempt 
to- thwart the will of God, if the suffering of the 
mother was in any way relieved during child-birth, 
and we must judge these teachings by their influence. 
And it is but recently, and now only by the more 
liberal, that Christians consider themselvs not bound 
by the Old Testament. But when we examin the 
New Testament, we find the same ideas prevailing. 
that woman is in every way inferior to man, and the 
apostolic writings tend tosubjugate and degrade her. 

1 Cor. ii, 8, 9, says: “For the man is not of the 
woman, but the woman of the man; neither was the 
man created for the woman, but the woman for the 
man.” 1 Cor. xiv, 34, 35, again says: “Let your 
women keep silence in the churches, for it is not per- 
mitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded 
to be under obedience, as also saith the Jaw. And if 
they will learn anything, let them ask their husbands 
at home, for it is a shame for women to speak in the 
church.” A woman is here commanded to keep 
silence, and if she wishes to learn anything, let her 
ask her husband at home. Supposing she has no 
husband, or supposing her husband is a dunce, as 
many husbands are, then the woman must remain an 
ignoramus or violate this plain injunction of scripture. 

Ephesians v, 22, 23, 24, says: “ Wives submit 
yourselvs unto your own husbands, as unto the 
Lord, for the husband is the head of the wife, even 
as Christ is the head of the church; and he is the 


Communications. 


Has Christianity Benefited Woman?—I. 


In the discussion of this question, I shall divide 
the subject into three heads. First: As the Bible is 
the foundation of the Christian religion, I shall 
briefly examin its contents and ascertain its attitude 
toward woman—whether or not its teachings, when 
carried into practical life, would tend to ameliorate 
the condition of woman. Second: To compare the 
condi ion of woman in the ancient pagan civilizations 
with her condition in Christian countries. Third: If 
Christianity has not been the cause of woman’s ele- 
vation, what has? 

Throughout the entire Bible we find woman treated 
with that inferiority characteristic of all barbarous 
people. She is treated as a being for no other pur- 
pose than to gratify the sensual appetite of man and 
as man's physical slave. In the second chapter of 
Genesis she is simply an after-consideration, and, in 
connection with this legend of Eden's sin and curse, 
woman is considered as having caused all the crime 
and suffering in the world; and this cursed dogma is 
the central idea around which many minor dortrins 
hav clustered that for centuries hav been the cause of 
woman's degradation in Jewish and Christian coun- 
tries. The writers of the Bible treated women as 
property—creatures to be bought and sold, bartered 
or given away, like so many cattle. The female ser- 
vant or handmaid belonged to her master, who 
usurped the rights of a husband, as in the case of al! 
the patriarchs. That women were bought and sold 
is amply sustained by such incidents as in Genesis 
xxix, where Jacob agrees with his uncle, Laban, to 
work seven years for Rachel, but, according to the 
custom of the country, when the seven years were 
ended, Laban required Jacob to take Leah, the oldest 
daughter, and work seven more years for Rachel. 
Thus Jacob’s two wives represented the price of four- 
teen years’ labor. 

In the Decalog, woman is placed in the same 
catalog with other property. “Thou shalt not 
covet thy neighbor’s house, thou shalt not.covet thy 
neighbor’s wife, nor his man-servant, nor his maid- 
servant, nor his ox. nor his ass, nor anything that is 
thy neighbor's” (Ex. xx, lf) In chap. xxi of the 
same book, seventh and eighth verses, we find these 
words: E : 

“And if aman sell his daughter to be a maid- 
servant, she shall not go out as the men-servants do. 
If she please not her master who hath betrothed her 
to himself, then shall he let her beredeemed. To sell 
her unto a strange nation he shall hav no power, see- 
: ing he hath dealt deceitfully with her.” 

Here we hav the selling of one's own daughter to 
be a wife, or concubine, or handmaid, sanctioned by 
the scriptures, and if she please not her master he is 
to let her be redeemed. A man may buy a maid and 
rob her of her honor, and, if he is not in every way 
satisfied with his bargain, her father may redeem 
her. Are these the teachings that are intended to 
purify and elevate woman? Is this an example that 
would influence the stronger sex to regard with af- 
fection and respect the weaker sex? 

If there is anything that tends to brutalize man 
and degrade woman, it is the cursedsystem of polyg- 
amy, yet nowhere in the Bible is polygamy con- 
demned, but in many instances actually encouraged. 
The Bible characters that aré taken as models- of 
righteousness were polygamists. We read in Genesis 
xxvi, 5, that God blesses Isaac, and givs this reason 
. for it: “ Because that Abraham obeyed my voice, 
and kept my charge, my commandments, my statutes, 
and my laws.” Yet Abrabam kept concubines, and 
was cruel enough to turn his handmaid, Hagar, and 
her child into the wilderness tostarve. Clearly, then, 
God is not displeased with the system of a plurality 
of wives, for Abraham obeyed his commandments, 
his statutes, and his laws. : 

David also walked in his ways and kept his com- 
mandments, and was a man after God's own heart, 
and yet had a score of wives. It is often said that 
God punished David for~his polygamy, but this is 
not true. The punishment was for David's action 
toward Uriah, not because he had more than one 
wife. When God reproved David for his crime he 
says: “And I gave thee thy master’s house, and thy 
master's wives into thy bosom, and gave thee the 
house of Israel and of Judah, and if that had been 
too little I would moreover hav given thee such and 
Such things." If this is not conclusiv enough to 
prove that God countenanced polygamy, and that 
David was only punished for his crime against Uriah, 
a passage from 1 Kings xv, 5 will no doubt, be 
sufficient: "Because David did that which was 
right in the eyes of the Lord, and turned not aside 
from any thing that he commanded him all the days 
of his life, save only in the matter of Uriah the 
Hittite.” . 

Solomon was another of God’s favorits, and yet 
had a harem of a thousand wives and concubines. So 
much did God think of David and Solomon that he 


; ) ject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own 
declared that their posterity should forever sit upon 


husbands in everything,” The wife then is to be 
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subject to her husband as the church is to Christ ; or. 
the husband is as superior to the wife as Christ is to- 
the church. Does this declare the equality of the 
sexes ? 

First epistle to Timothy ii, 11-15, says: “Let the 
woman learn in silence with all subjection. But I 
suffer not a woman to teach, nor usurp authority over 
the man, but to be in silence. - For Adam was first 
formed, then Eve. And Adam was not deceived, but 
the woman being deceived was in the transgression. 
Notwithstanding she shall be saved in childbearing, 
if they continue in faith and charity and holiness 
with sobriety.” Here again woman is commanded to 
say nothing, and if she ventures to teach she violates 
the commandment ; and, if the doctrins of the church 
be true, she will suffer eternal torment for her temer- 
ity. But the strangest part of it is that man is su- 
perior to woman because he was first made. If this 
be true, then the necessary inference is that the 
oyster is superior to man because it was formed be- 
fore man. And Adam was not deceived, and conse- 
quently was not in the transgression, but Eve, being 


deceived, was in the transgression; or, in other 


words, if you sin knowingly you aré excusable, but if 
you are deceived into sinning you are judged guilty. 
Remarkable jurisprudence that! And the abomin- 
able dogma is again brought forth, that for woman’s 
sin in Eden she is to be forever subject to her hus- 
band, and he is to rule over her. 

Grorat H. Dawes. 


—— a ——————————— 
Post Mortem Probation of Infants. 


This world’s social problems solved, labor sub- 
jected, crude notions of justice smothered under 
featherbeds of privilege, crime manacled, prolifica- 
tion checked, authority triumphs all along the line. 

The poor we hav always with us, simply in order 
that the scripture may be fulfilled. Our great .pro- 
The rich, as 
usual, feed the poor; fashion, inventiv and refining, 
employs thousands in shooting and stuffing little 
birds for ladies’ bonnets. At Newport banquets, that 
recherche dish, a paté of humming bird’s tongues! . 

Our “vale of tears” thus redolent of Christian 
graces, let us turn from the serene enjoyment of this 
best possible of worlds, to provide for little truants 
that hav flown away from its school lessons. 

In the Homiletic Review, Dr. J. L. Withrow, with 
benevolent solicitude, remarks: “It might clear the 
atmosphere of some of these progressiv theories to 
preach them squarely. 

“ Let those who hold to this probation frankly say 
to the afflicted parents, at the next funeral: ‘Your 
child may indeed hav been regenerate, but its choice 
of God is a matter to be determined in the future. 
Of course, if it shall not choose God for itself in the 
unseen world, your infant will go into everlasting 
punishment. Let the preacher venture to speak out 
such a speculation, and then settle with the bereaved 
as best he can.” 

You are wittier than you wot of, Dr. Withrow. 
Your speculation is a double entente. If it would 
not pay, that settles the question, but why not take a 
majority vote at the grave? The Andover Review 
palliates the shock by assurance that “infants trans- 
ferred to the heavenly home are under influences per- 
fectly Christian, and develop gradually into spiritual 
and intellectual maturity, and with a certainty as 
nearly absolute as any moral certainty can be; so 
nearly absolute that it 38 unnecessary to take alterna- 
tivs into consideration." 

Just a delicate seasoning of doubt to flavor the 
dead sweet of a humdrum routine! And but for the 
exceptions, what would become of the best of good 
rules—class privilege of babydom for instance ? 

The Andover allowance of post mortem influences 
might be even too liberal for the corporeal safety of 
babies, were not allowance also made for the decline 
of modern faith, and the force of the animal storge in 
parents. Without irreverence toward the vox populi 
of graveyard majorities, is not such appeal to the 
parties most immediately interested like subjecting 
tariff legislation to our manufacturers? Of course 
they will decide in favor of it. 

As Grover Cleveland substantially allowed in his 
inaugural, class interest is the legitimate aim of dem- 
ocratic government. Hell, then, must hav been de- 
vised for some party’s advantage. A chief source of 
clerical incomes, without which the precious influence 
of Christianity might be lost to this world, hell is 
implied by heaven as the foundation by the super- 
structure. 

Would it be reasonable, or faithful, to deny the in- 
fluence of heredity over heaven, or to assign equal 
chances of the sinister alternativ to a respectable 
pew-holders baby, as to an Infidel’s or a paupers? 
Christians no longer burrow in catacombs, nor hold 
conventicles on the sly in Scottish woods. Nay, Pat- 
son Malthus has united Mr. Church with Miss Polly 
Conomy in holy bands of wedlock. 

Like the high and low dilutionists of homeopathy, 


we may agree in principle, though differing in dosage 


of damnation. I think there ought to be enough to 


savior of the body. Therefore as the church is sub-' flavor a heaven rather too insipid for the vulgar taste, 


and where “the tune the old cow died of” is said to: 
be still all the rage, . . 


— 
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Theologio endowments are differential. If the 
Catholic owns the most effectiv hell, Islam and Utah 
boast a more attractiv heaven, especially for the 
heroic sex. Let each make the best of his belong- 
ings. Measured by their clerical revenues, fear seems 
to be.the more efficient tax-collector. A virile Chris- 
tendom repudiates sheol and hades dilutions, it takes 
hell-fire reverend. Dr. Withrow says Andover cheats 
in diverting attention from an “intermediate state.” 
where the infant school arrangements may be want- 
ing. It seems that the “progressiv theology” has 
borrowed from Rome a little purgatory. He con- 
cludes with true maternal pathos: “My. dear baby of 
which death deprives me, and which I felt sure be- 
yond doubt the dear Lord took to himself, was it one 
of those alternativ children that fail of everlasting 

‘life? Tried by this fact, who wants aught to do 
with the theory ?" : 

Of everlasting life? Everlasting ephemera, ever- 
lasting phenomena, eternal nonsense. What do you 
know about the duration of souls, Dr. Withrow? 
How unfair, or how unfortunate, that in & universe 
where worlds are seen dissolving aud suns flying to 
pieces, while ideas and societies follow suit in spirit- 
ual space, your little jelly-bud, that never had 
opened into consciousness, but trembled between 
plant and animal, should fail of an immortal career ! 
If in the absence of reason, any dogma of faith could 
be found between the covers of the Bible, to avert 
such a catastrophe! But none has ever beamed on 
my benighted eyes. 

Really, it is very illiberal first to beg the question 
of existence, and then damn it, before the dawn of 
vital consciousness. EUN 

But I suppose infants must take their chance of 
grace, a celestial class privilege, with the rest of us. 

- Swedenborg wants hell by way of contrast. Should 
we appreciate light and its colors without a dark 
background? Or perfumes without stenches, or 
music without noises? Must not some throats be 
burnt with fourth-proof spirits or red pepper, in order 
that others shall delight in pure cold water? 

As the sun cools his fires in a sea bath, so the 
nervous or the bilious wed with plastic lymph, and 
maiden rosebuds with old money-bags. As howling 
winds and’ driving sleet make cosy hearths, so our 
holy fathers opiné to found the heavenly mansions 
on the hells, the Lord’s vinyard sending down roots 
into the lava of craters, and ‘Trinity church leasing 
brothels. M. E. Lazarus. 


— 


Missionaries on the Congo. 


[When Henry M. Stanley, the African explorer, was in this 
city, the Methodists invited him to address a preachers’ meet- 
ing, and answer a few questions relativ to the Congo as a 
basis for duping Christians into giving money for mission- 
ary purposes. The folowing is the seventh inquiry and 
Mr. Stanley’s reply :] 

7. What hav been your relations to missionaries ? 
Where missionaries hav been imperiled, what hav 
been the causes? 

This is a very delicate subject. “Where mission- 
aries hav been imperiled, what hav been the causes ?" 
My relations to missionaries hav been very cordial, 
indeed. Here and there I hav met people who did 
not seem to understand their avocation, and who 
would hav been far better employed in their own 
country. I will giv you this instance: A missionary, 
who seemed very intelligent, arrived on the Upper 
Congo, and-asked me for land. I gave him two hun- 
dred acres, at a penny an acre; granted it to him in 
perpetuity. I introduced him to the chiefs of the 
neighborhood, and they agreed to accept him asa 
friend. There was every prospect of that man being 
able to be useful in that region. Founding a state. 
as we were, we were glad to hav missionaries, and 
travelers, and tourists, any and everybody who came 
and could behave himself in that region, because the 
larger number of white men.I could show to the na- 
tivs of Africa, the greater would be our influence, 
and the sooner would civilization be diffused among 
them. This missionary bargained with one of the 
'nativ chiefs to build him a number of houses for a 
certain specified number of brass rods. The chief 
assembled the men and built the houses; and when 
they were completed and he asked for payment, the 
missionary refused. Consequently, if we had not 
been there, this would hav been one of the causes 
that imperiled that man. I told you that this was a 
delicate subject. I need not say to you that I argued 
with that missionary—I preached to him. I told 
him that his word should be as good as his bond, 
and, however heavy the demand was, he had prom- 
ised to pay, and therefore it was his duty to pay. He 
said, “I do not see why you should interfere in our 
private affairs.” I answered: “I hav but to say the 
word, and you will hav good reason to understand 
why I do interfere in your private affairs. If I say 
to this chief that I wash my ger of the matter, then 

ood-bye to you.” Well, he paid. 
dt Where TNAM hav been imperiled, what hav 
been the causes?” I told you it was a delicate sub- 
ject. I dare say some of you read some remarks in 
some of your New York papers—something relating 


missionaries being expelled, and Bishop Hanning: | 
ton murdered. 

The king of Ukara is a charming and amiable chief 
and honest man, comparativly speaking. The mis- 
sionaries went there. At first they located at the 
southern end of the lake. They then ergssed over 
and made friends with this honest man, the king, and 
their leaders were very enthusiastic for the king. To 
cut the story short, they bought a ship and finished 
her for something like £1,000. They were prepared 
to launch her. The king—this honest man, compara- 
tivly speaking—came with his long staff in his hand, 
as the cuetom of the African chief is, and he said: 
“The ship is built. It is a very fine, nice ship, in- 
deed. Now, do tell me, who is going to pay me for 
the timber from which that ship was built?" The 
missionaries said: * We hav bought her as she is. If 
you hav any lien upon her, you should go to the 
Arab who sold her to us" “Well, perhaps you say 


true; I will go.” 


He marched off with his staff in his hand, a glow, 
deliberate man, and went to the Arab, and said, “I 
see you hav built the ship and sold her, but what 
about the timber?” 

“ Well, but you know,” said the Arab, “ the mis- 
sionaries only paid me for the ship. They did not 
pay me for the timber, or for the nails, or for the 
work on it, but for the ship; and they took her with 
all the debts upon her, whatever they were.” 

** Well, there is some sense in that,” said the king. 

He went back to the missionaries, and they said, 
“That is impossible, we did not buy the debts. It 
is Sungoro, the Arab, that must pay you.” 

“Ah, well,” he said, with a deep sigh, “you two 
parties in this affair do not know whether I am to re- 
ceive anything or not, and therefore I put my staff 
on the ship and say she shall not leave here until the 
money is paid.” 

“Well,” said the missionaries, “if you talk like 
that, help us to launch the ship, and we will go and 
bring our goods in her, and then pay you.” 

“Good,” he said; “that is honest, that is fair. 
Now, boys, help these white men launch the ship.” 

The ship was launched, the missionaries embarked, 
but in making the trip she foundered, and they lost 
everything. They swam ashore, and received a letter 
from the Arab telling them that the king had heard 
of the loss of the ship, and as he had not been paid, 
he was sure they intended to cheat him, and, there- 
fore, he was determined to seize uponthem. “Now,” 
said he, “ you bring your small boat and help me to 
escape.” - 

The missionaries brought their boat alongside the 
shore, but all around it were the king and his people. 
The missionaries were killed, the Arab was killed, 
and sixty of their people were killed. That is an- 
other of the causes that hav imperiled the mission- 
aries. 

What caused Bishop Hannington’s death? You 
cannot serve God and mammon. You. must serve 
one or the other ; and there is the mammon of wealth, 
and the mammon of fame, and the mammon of ambi- 
tion, and if a missionary becomes also an explorer for 
fame, he must needs meet the dangers that involve 
the explorer; and when the bishop left the well- 
known roads, and came with a well-armed force 
through Uganda, the people of that country took him 
for one of those Germans bent on annexing the whole 
of that region. They could not understand why a 
man saould come to the back door when the front 
door was open to all comers. 

On the Congo there are some forty or fifty mis- 
sionaxjes to-day, including Catholic missionaries, It 
is not likely that they will be permitted to imperil 
themselvs or their cause, because then they would 
come in conflict with the state. Nevertheless, they 
may imperil themselvs by going beyond bounds by 
such conduct as the race which I described in my last 
work on the Congo between the English Baptists 
and the undenominational missionaries, headed by 
Dr. Sims. It was simply a race from Stanley Pool 
toward Stanley Falls, thinking they were doing God's 
work. It was very nice to see. No sooner had I 
given permission to the English Baptists to establish 
themselvs at Leopoldville than the undenominational 
people came and asked for permission to establish at 
Bolobo. Then the other party asked permission to 
establish at Lukolela, and then the other party at 
Equatorville; and then they came to me to negotiate 
for a grant 400 or 500 miles ahead of them, and I 
also gave localities there. 

Lately a missionary, who has done a great deal of 
work in exploring, came very near imperiling the 
work of the missionaries on the Congo. Of course, 
when he had a fast steamer he could escape the 
nativs. He was safe enough. But suppose he had 
been pursued, and his steamer had gone aground, 
then what would hav been the outery in England im- 
mediately? It is useless to struggle against the 
barbarism of Africa. It is enjoined upon the mis- 
sionary that he shall not use deadly weapons; and 
when these people meet them with drawn bows and 
leveled spears, they run. That implies to the nativs 
that they are cowards. The nativs say, ‘“ Whatever 


sui ies -is our them.” There- 
t t that I was the cause of thesé missionaries they hav got-is o 8. Let us pursue " The 
Bering book "murdered. —some three thousand, all the | fore, one of these missionaries had to use his rifle to 


save himself. Had he remained in the vicinity of the 
stations he would not hav had to do it. He would 
hav had the protection of the authorities, These are 
the causes that imperil missionaries; their own im- 
prudence, their own want of judgment. 
OHO 


New York's Progressiv Excise Commissioners. 


The excise commissioners of this city hav decided 
to encourage the sale of beer and light wines by fix- 
ing a new grade of license between the $75 saloon 
license and the $30 ale and beer license, which does 
not permit the sale of wine. They hav also decided 
to increase the fee for the saloon license under which 
spirituous liquor is sold with ale, beer, and wine. 

One thing they find lacking is a sufficient fores to 
detect violations of the law. The commissioners hav 
no power to enforce the law, and while they acknowl- 
edge the cordial cooperation of the superintendent of 
police, they say that it is nevertheless a fact that men 
whose licenses hav been revoked, and more to whom 
licenses hav been refused, hav gone right on selling 
in defiance of law. 

They attribute much of this difficulty in enforcing 
the law to the fact that in some respects the law is 
deemed by a large number to be unjust and absurd, 
especially where it prohibits the sale of beer and 
wine at a musical or other entertainment. The law, 
they say, was evidently directed at disreputable re- 
sorts, and was not designed to affect rational and 
orderly amusements. They say that 

A very large class of our citizens, and by no means the 
least industrious and respectable among them, feel the opera- 


tion of this law to be a purposeless outrage of their personal 
rights. 
hat the legislature did not consider the combination of 
wine and music as wicked or very injurious in all cases is 
evident from the fact that they specially exempted church 
fairs and Sunday-school exhibitions from the operation of 
this law. 
Many people fail to understand why they should not be 
allowed to enjoy a glass of beer at a secular concert as well 


] as at a church fair. 


They suggest also that short term licenses for 
balls, fairs, and excursions should be provided for by 
law, and they hope that the incoming mayor will 
recommend to the legislature a bill embodying their 
suggestions. 

As long as alcoholic drinks are to be sold, it is best 
‘to hav the sale regulated, if at all, in a sensible and 
impartial manner. This certainly is not done when 
beer and wine can be sold at church fairs without a 
license, while the respectabie and orderly concert- 
hall next door is refused a license on account of its 
propinquity to a church building. 

-e 
Lucky for Him. 


From the New York Sun, 


The Rev. Dr. Heman Lincoln, the learned Baptist 
theological professor and politician, explains, or tries 
to explain, that he didn't mean what he was thought 
to mean when he told Mr. Blaine and his hosts, the 
Boston Congregational Club, on Forefathers’ Day, 
that “the city of Collins and O’Brien is not quite the 
city of Winthrop and the pilgrims.” The inference 
seemed plain, but it is due Dr. Lincoln to say that he 
is averse to being considered a disciple of Dr. R. R. R. 
Burchard. Moreover, he is a voluminous volunteer 
contributor to our valued contemporary, the Boston 
Journal, and his communications showin him a com- 
mendably low opinion of Mugwumps. He is entitled 
to the benefit of this certificate of good sense. 

It may be well, however, for the purpose of re- 
minding him to be cautious in his excursions from 
theology into Boston polities, that it is mighty lucky 
for him that Boston and Massachusetts are very dif- 
ferent from what they were in the time of the elder 
Winthrop. If they were the sume now as then, the 
Rev. Dr. Heman Lincoln would'not be a professor in 
the Baptist Theological Seminary at Newton. There 
would be no Baptist theological seminary in Massa- 
chusetts, Congregationalism would be the established 
church of that state, and Baptist preachers amd teach- 
ers would hav to keep their convictions to themselvs 
or make for the Providence Plantations. Itseems to 
us that the Rev. Dr. Heman Lincoln and everybody 
else in Boston who doesn’t want to stand on the Say- 
brook Platform, and has sil Jess desire to stand in 
the pillory, should be very glad that Boston is not 
the same sort of place it used to be two hundred and 
fifty years ago. : 

It is a curious thing, however, that many men, in- 
stead of being grateful for the religious toleration 
which they enjoy, are angry because some creed 
which they dislike is not excluded from it. We do 
not believe that Dr. Lincoln is one.of that sort. . All 
Burchardesque remarks indicate a suspended con- 
sciousness in the maker. It is as if he had gone to 
sleep in the time of the Mathers and woke up in the 
Boston of Collins and O'Brien. His surprise at 
finding that *papistry ” flourishes and that ill-favared 
old women can walk past the frog-pond without be- . 
ing ducked for witches is natural. 

—— 94 99——————— 
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Two uew subacribers............... eese eee ee eee eae enean 5 00 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in one Te- 
nacre 5 00 
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Any number over five at the same rate, invariably 
with one remittance. 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 


Tuere are about a thousand of our subscribers in 
arrears, their indebtedness aggregating some two or 
three thousand dollars. To each one of these 
debtors, of course, the amount is small, but to us the 
amount is very large, and sadly hinders our work. 
We need this money—need it now—and we respect- 
fully ask that it be remitted. 

It costs a great deal of money to publish a large 
journal, and we hav no extensiv advertising patronage 
to help us out.’ We depend entirely upon the sub- 
scription list and book sales to obtain cash to pay 
bills, and when so large a sum as two and three 
thousand dollars is kept from us, the financial shoe 
grows painfully tight. l 

Every subscriber can see upon his tab just to what 
date his subscription is paid. Those whose time has 
expired, are requested to remit at once. 

eo e 
Names Wanted. 

Will the readers of Tar Trura Szexer send us the 
names of all their friends who are Liberally inclined, 
so that they may receive a sample copy of this paper? 
We desire to largely increase the subscription list, 
and shall be grateful for all aid extended. 

If our present subscribers would mention to their 
Liberal friends that Taz TaurE SEEKER is a good pa- 
per to subscribe for, it might be the means of ma- 
terially helping us. 


Mr. Henry George and the Catholie Church. 

When Henry George ran for mayor of this city 
last fall, the elements supporting him were the most 
incongruous ever united by a common purpose. 
First of all were the trades-unions and the Knights 
of Labor, then the German Socialists, then the Free- 
thinkers and a large dissatisfied element of scholarly 
voters who hav for years been so disgusted with com- 
mon politics that they hav altogether refused to vote. 
Added to these were a few heretical Protestant 
clergymen, and a few Catholic priests, at the head of 
whom was Dr. McGlynn. The Knights of Labor 
and trade-unionists are largely Catholics, the Social- 
ists are mostly Infidels, but pay no attention what- 
ever to that phase of reform, and are not reckoned 
among the working Freethought contingent of this 
city. Asidefrom the clergy, nearly all the George 
campaign speakers were Infidels, and not a few were 
drawn from themembership of the Manhattan Liberal 
Club. The compilers of the “ George-Hewitt Cam- 
paign,” just issued by the Lovell Company in the 
interest of Mr. George, are both sturdy Freethinkers. 

As the candidate of this mixed multitude of sup- 
porters, Mr. George proved himself a remarkably ex- 
pert politician. He had an ear for all sorts, agreed 
with about everybody, but put his main dependence 
upon “working the religious racket,” as the ordinary 
politicians express it, It is probable, though, that 


will be helpful. 
progress—its advocate, and an efficient worker for it. 
He has stirred up the country as has no other man 
upon any subject, except Col. R. G.. Ingersoll 
upon religious questions. 
his theories or not, he must be thanked for that. 


he would hav extended at least a finger to the Free- 
thought element but for the advice of one gentleman. 

Near the beginning of the campaign, seeing the 
general support that Liberals were extending to Mr. 
George, we thought it well to obtain from him some 
expression of views upon the objects for which Lib- 
erals are working. We wanted to know if,in case 


the Liberal paw helped pull the mayoralty chestnut. 


out of the fire, the Liberals would be appreciated. 
In pursuance of this desire for information, we wrote 
Mr. George an open letter, and sent it to him by the 
hand of one of his chief lieutenants. Our readers will 
perhaps recollect the drift of the letter. Mr. George 
found time to read it, graciously expressed the opinion 
that it was “ not bad,” and had not one of his campaign 
speakers been at hand—a Positivistic gentleman with 
a perennial sneer upon his lips—who said that the 
Liberals were hardly worth catering to, Mr. George 
would hav answered it. However, he never did, but 
continued to kneel before the Catholic and Protestant 
altars impartially. Mr. George isno sectarian. We 
continued to express the opinion that the dalliance of 
‘the reform party with the church would turn out 
to be another Delilah affair, disastrous to all but 
Delilah, who would get her eleven hundred pieces of 
silver from all the lords of the Philistines. 

And soit proved. The Chickering Hall meeting 
was intended by the managers of the George cam- 
paign to catch all the floating piety of the city and 
land it on the George platform. The campaign 
speakers known to be Infidels were sent elsewhere 
or kept quiet, and the “religious racket” had the 
floor. To the eye of the public the meeting was a 
spontaneous expression of a desire for George’s elec- 
tion. The immense audience did not know that it 
was the floating piety of the city, and the absence of 
a few advertised Catholic priests was not noted. 
The result of the meeting, however, would probably 
hav opened Mr. George’s eyes had he known what 
he knows now—that all the Catholic priests were 
ordered not to attend, and that the result of Dr. 
McGlynn’s speech was his arbitrary suspension for 
two weeks. 

The disciplining of his friend very naturally makes 
Mr. George angry.. Perhaps he is also chagrined 
that so powerful an organization as the Catholic 
church has sat down upon him. But, in the end, it 
Mr. George is the friend of social 


Whether one agrees with 
It 
is a matter of history, we believe, that the Roman 
Catholic church never agreed with a single progres- 
siv idea until the rest of the world forced it to. Its 
opposition now will benefit rather than harm Mr. 
George. We never could see upon what grounds he 
expected its aid, or why he even expected it to keep 
silence. His land theories are heretical, and subver- 
siv of the existing order of things, and when did the 
Roman Catholic church fail to denounce such theories? 

Mr. George is an able man, a student of history, 
and he knew these things as well last summer a he 
knows them now. Yet he endeavored to “work the 
church” for votes, but boils over with hot indigna- 
tion now that his theories are officially condemned. 
We can applaud every sentence he writes exposing 
the trickery, the duplicity, the tyranny, of the Cath- 
olie church,but we cannot sympathize with him. Dr. 
McGlynn is the injured party, and every American 
citizen should feel his pulse jump when he considers 
the danger American liberty is in from the machina- 
tions of a powerful hierarchy, directed by unscrupu- 


lous men. 
——— 9 —99————— ———— 


Costly Playthings. 

Among the financial burdens which the people of 
this city hav'to bear in 1887 are the following large 
interest accounts on bonds issued for the benefit of 
the two museums in the Park. The bonds are due 
in 1903, when they must be taken up: 


Principal Interest 

Consolidated BE ay RR acl —_— _--| — 
itan Museum of Art............... $25.000.00 | $750.00 
Museum of Art and Nat. Hist. Stock 2.000 00 80 00 
ss as £ n Mi is 291,000 00 | 14.550.00 
it $f sf ne Af i 665,000.00 | 39,900.00 
| 983,000.00 | 55,280.00 
This year the city raises $55,280 for the mu- 


seums, besides.$30,000 for running expenses, and 


an additional $10,000 if the museums are kept! 


open on Sunday. At present these museums are 
rather costly toys for the people to support, consid- 
ering that they are of value only to an exceedingly 
limited number of persons. It is better to pay the 


extra $10,000 and make them of some use. 
———— —e9-4-——————— 
The Andover Farce. 


The Boston Post has given the Andover trial the 
title of “The Trial of the Century.” The Post is 
right. It is the trial of the century—for childish ab- - 
surdity. A rational person can scarcely regard the 
trial as a serious thing. It seems like a farce, or the 
play of children. Yet the men conducting it—the 
complainants, the defendants, the board of visitors 
forming the court, the advocates—are men of learn- 
ing, of prominence in the community, and in their 
daily walks command the respect of all. But among 
rational folks how can seriousness attach to a trial 
where the complainants gravely accuse one of the 
offenders with having taught his students to “pro- 
nounce sheol with the circumflex accent, indicating 
doubt,” and the accused considers the charge of suff- 
cient importance to indignantly deny it, and affirm, 
with the deepest earnestness, that he teaches students 
to pronounce the word with the downward accent, 
indicating power and a full acceptance of the idea 
conveyed ! 

The charges against the five professors amount to 
nothing in their bearing upon the disputed points of 
Christian theology. The trial is a sane proceeding 
only when the questions discussed are whether the 
teachings of the professors agree with the Andover 
creed. The founders of the seminary settled upon a 
certain creed, to. the propagation of which they 
wished their money applied. This was their right. 
The five professors are now accused of teaching doc- 
trins for which no authority can be found in the 
creed. If they hav done this, they ought to resign, 
for it isnot honest to misuse trust funds. The board 
of visitors of the seminary can remove a professor 
only for “misbehavior, heterodoxy, incapacity, or 
neglect of the duties of his office.” As neither of the 
professors has misbehaved, or is incapable, or has 
neglected his duties, the charge has narrowed to . 
“heterodoxy.” ` 

Professor Smyth is the head and front of the 
offenders, because, as editor of the Andover Review, 
and joint author of a book called “ Progressiv Ortho- 
doxy,” his opportunities hav been larger, and he is 
alleged to hav zealously improved them. The charges 
against him may be taken as the substance of the 
complaint against the five professors. He is accused: 

Of having maintained and inculcated that the Bible is 
not the only perfect rule of faith and practice, but is fallible 
and untrustworthy, even in some of its religious teachings. 

"his Mr. Smyth denies, but kind-hearted people 
would honor him more if he had maintained that the 
rule of faith laid down by Christ, that except a man 
hate his wife, and mother, and father, and brother, 
he could not be a disciple, is fallible and untrust- 
worthy. - 

Of having taught that men “are not sinners who hav not 
heard of Christ, or, at any rate, not in danger of being lost." 

This charge was likewise denied by Professor 
Smyth, who said that he predicated sinfulness of man 
universally. 

Of having taught that no man can be lost minos a 
knowledge of the historic Christ. 

Professor Smyth likewise denied this teaching, but 
he ought to hav maintained it. For if no man can 
be lost without a knowledge of Christ, every one is 
safe. There is not a judge in the world who would 
giv-a ten-day sentence on such incomplete evidence 
as the world has regarding Christ. l 

Of having held that the atonement of Christ consists in his 
becoming identified with the human race in the incarnation. 

of having taught a modal trin'ty (that is, that the trinity 
consists in modes of being, and not really of three persons). 

Of holding that the work of the holy spirit is chiefly con- 
fined to the sphere of historic Christianity. 

Of asserting that without knowledge of the historic Christ 
man does not stand under the law. 

Of having taught that faith ought to be scientific and ra- 
tional, rather than scriptural. 

Of teaching that there is and will be probation after death 
to all men who do not decisivly reject Christ in their earthly 
life, and that this should be emphasized and even made cen- 
tral in systematie theology. 

Professor Smyth denied all but two of these gentle 
impeachments of his Calvinistic orthodoxy. While 
he insisted that the “work of the spirit" was uni- 
versal for the race, he held that such work had been. 
chiefly confined to the sphere of historic Christianity. 
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“Tf it has not been confined to the sphere of historic 
Christianity,” he triumphantly asked the court, * why 
has it not converted Asia and Africa without the 
preaching of the gospel at all?” As to probation 
after death for those who had never heard of Christ, 
he held that question to be one for further inquiry 
rather than for dogmatic teaching. Of whom he pro- 
posed to inquire, Mr. Smyth did not say. The ques- 
tion was & temporary one, he added, for in time all 
men would hear of the gospel. Therefore, though 
the idea is not wanting in practical and present im- 
portance, he would not insist on making. probation 
after death a central doctrin in theology, but only an 
inference from a doctrin or fundamental principle. 
That is to say, rather than lose his position and sal- 
ary as a professor at the Phillips Academy at Andover, 
Mass., he would let all those who had the misfortune 
to be born before Christ, and all those since who had 
not heard of his birth, go straight to hell! The 
heathen and the others should feel obliged to Mr. 
Smyth, and endeavor to do something for him. 

The board of visitors will hav difficulty in fasten- 
ing upon the five professors the charge of hetero- 
doxy. They hold a great deal closer to Calvinism 
than they do to common sense. They are not even 
Liberal Christians. The present Congregationalism 
of New England is heresy itself compared to their 
creed. They hav proved in this trial their right to 
rest peacefully among the fossil relics of Andover. 

If this trial shall be generally known as the “ trial 
of the century,” the title will also generally be quali- 
fied by some such word as “absurd.” Tilting at 
windmills is seriousness personified beside this 
* trial." 

— —— 9 — ————— 


The Annual Religious Steal. 


. The following is a list of the money to be spent by 

our city government during 1887 upon institutions of 
the various churches—a few of which are worthy of 
aid—the most of which are not. The total amount 
exceeds by $221,003.30 the grant for 1886 : 


New York Asylum for Idiots.......... eene. S778 00 
American Female Guardian Society.................. 25,000 00 
Children's Aid Society... ....... eee .. 70,000 00 
The Children's Fold of the City of New York...... 17,680 00 
Foundling Asylum of the Sisters of Charity. ..... . 279,893 00 
Hebrew Benevolent Society of the City of New i 
York....eeeeeeenteennsn neenon nennen nes eene, 75,000 00 
Hudson River State Hospital...................-...... 11,697 00 
Institution for: Improved Instruction of Deaf 
Mutes. ...e eere rennen nennen 15,750 00 
New York Institution for the Blind 8,750 00 
New York Catholic Protectory.............. eene 247,500 00 
New York Infant Asylum.........-. —— ———Q 100,157 00 
New York Infirmary for Women and Children... 4,500 00 
New York Institution for the Instruction of the 
Deaf and Dumb............ eene rrt nne 18,950 00 
New York Juvenile Asylum. ............ coe cene 107,250 00 
New York Society for the Relief of the Ruptured 
and Crippled. .ss.esssesre sverte — 25,950 00 
New York State Lunatic Asylum........-....«.. 1,074 88 
Protestant Episcopal House of Mercy.............. 2.200 00 
Nursery and Child's Hospital............. eee 110,000 00 
Roman Catholic House of the Good Shepherd... 6,000 00 
St. Joseph's Institution for the Improved Instruc- 
tion of Deaf Mutes............. enn 20,040 00 
State Asylum for Insane Criminals at Auburn.... 1,560 00 
The Shepherd’s Fold of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the State of New York................--- 5,000 00 
State Homeopathic Asylum for the Insane . 9,946 92 
Five Points House of [ndustry......seeseersereerseree 10,400 00 
Association for Befriending Children and Young 
e! 19 RARE 12,000 00 
New York Magdalen Benevolent Asylum and 
' Home for Fallen Women.........-. emn 400 00 
For support of children committed by magistrates 
' to various charitable institutions in the city of 
New York, at a per capita allowance of $2 per 
week for each child, including deficiency for 
: 250,000 00 


the year 1886.......... c eene 
$1,426,076 80 


This last item of a round quarter of a million will 
be divided up among those enterprising institutions 
which find the care of children at two dollars per 
week so profitable that they keep salaried agents at 
the various police courts to induce the magistrates to 
commit juvenil delinquents to their tender mercies. 
The Roman Catholic children’s prisons will get the 
most of this quarter of a million, and the Protestant 
and Infidel taxpayers can hav the satisfaction of 
knowing that they are spending hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars annually to train up good Catholics. 
It is a cheerful prospect, and we congratulate the 
Roman Catholic authorities upon their success m 
grand larceny, "The boodle aldermen can sit at their 


feet and learn, 


Genesis and Geology. 


In expounding the Sunday-school lesson from 
Genesis for the little Methodists recently the exiget- 
ist, Dr. Vail, said: “But the records of the rocks, 
the account written on the stone leaves of the book 
of nature, declared that these six days must hav 
meant six long periods of time." This statement has 
been the eause of many letters being written to the 
Methodist official organ asking if this is the doctrin 
of the Methodist church. 

The reply of the organ is that the church has not 
formulated a doctrin on the conflict between geology 
and Genesis. Many Methodists, says the organ, no 
doubt “believe that these six days must hav meant 
six long periods of time. But many Methodists be- 
lieve that six literal days are meant; and some of the 
ablest scholars among us hold that view, and also 
some who are most proficient in the natural sciences. 
Still others take the ground that the narrativ is not 
to be interpreted literally, except as to its funda- 
mental facts—the creation of matter and man by a 
personal God, the free agency of man, and his fall— 
and hold that the rest is a semi-poetic drapery. 
Some of the clearest thinkers who believe both the 
testimony of the rocks and the testimony of Genesis, 
hold that immeasurable ages ago God created matter, 
and left it without form and void to the operation of 
natural laws, which natural laws account for what 
geology reveals, and that he then fitted up the earth 
for the habitation of man in six days. Under these 
circumstances let every intelligent Sunday-school 
teacher and superintendent teach without impeach- 
ing the sacred record what seems to him to be the 
truth,” 

This is a yielding on the part of the church quite 
unexpected, but we doubt if the view will be ac- 
cepted by the majority. Of all Protestant denomi- 
nations, Methodists are usually the last to get a new 
idea, but cling tenaciously to the ancient doctrins of 
the sect. Nevertheless, if the church makes the six 
days of creation mean six “good whiles,’ she may at 
last accept the science of evolution, and then where 
is theology ? 

We should like to get the views of the late Mr. 
John Wesley upon the subject. We fear they would 


not coincide with this advice of the editor of the organ. 
————— — — $9 ———— — 


Editorial Notes. 


“Tr the number of women admitted to the clergy were much 
larger, and they were allowed to exercise the pastoral function in 
all churches, they would be likely to hav a poor chance in competi- 
tion with clergymen."—2Daily Paper. 

Yes, there would undoubtedly be a falling off in the church 
attendance now composed largely of parson-worshiping wo- 
men; but might not a boom in morality be reasonably ex- 
pected ? 


Moses HULL, who was arrested in the suit against him by 
one Hale, has come off victorious Hale advertised in 
various papers that he gave a great number of books away 
with every subscription to his insignificant journal, and Mr. 
Hull expressed his doubt of the genuinness of the trans- 
action. Hence the arrest and subsequent acquittal. Mr. 
Hall is to be congratulated upon the good work he has done. 


Tug Evening Post of this city makes the charges that 
church statistics are wilfully falsified by church officials to 
show that the churches grow faster than the population ; that 
church statistics are less trustworthy than others; and that 
church membership lists are intentionally inflated, as also are 
the returns of church benevolence. The Post seems to under- 
stand the effect that Christianity has upon its professional 
supporters. 


es 

Grorge Macponatp, the English novelist, is a reverend, 
and consequently an authority upon what constitutes a 
Christian. Here is his latest definition : 

*t A Christian is just one who does what the Lord Jesus tells him. 
Neither more nor less than that makes one a Christian." 

It is well that the world should know this. Jesus said, 
among other things, that if any man come to me and hate 
not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and 
brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot 
be my disciple.” By doing just as Jesus tells him à man may 
become a good Christian, but he would scarcely be deemed 
fit to associate with decent folks. i 


Mr. Gronek MaopoNarp desires space in Tue TRUTH 
SEE zer to remove a misapprehension. Many discriminating 
persons hav thought that he is the author of the articles pub- 
lished in this paper signed Si Slokum, and he has received 
assurance of distinguished regard on that account. This he 
does not object to, but when a correspondent comes forward 
and accuses him of seeking to inaugurate chaos and to in- 
volve the country in civil war, he conceives it his duty to 
arise to & question of high privilege. Mr. Slokum is & sep- 
arate and distinct individual, and resides at 2 Lewis avenue, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. Heisa littérateur whose name has been 
in the papers almost as long as that of Ned Buntline. He is 
a story-writer, and hasfurnished a tale for the TRuTHSEEKER 
ANNUAL for-1887 that Mr. Macdonald is sure he never could 
hav written. His views as published in Tar TRUTH SSEKER 


are his own, and he has abundant ability to defend them. 
He had won & reputation as a writer before George Mac- l 
donald was born. 
does not write for glory, so that no great harm has been 
done. 
donald should be attributed to Mr. Slokum the injustice 
would be of a serious nature. 


Like other men of merit he is modest and 


But if some day the writings of the younger Mac- 


We print in this issue an article by Colonel Ingersoll, set 
ting forth his ideas as to what a Liberal paper should be. 
These are among his sentences : 

* A Liberal paper should not discuss theological questions alone." 

“The paper should be filled with things calculated to interest 
thoughtful, intelligent, and serious people.” 

“There should be a column for children as well as for mon.” 

* Above all, it should be perfectly kind and candid.” 

“Nothing should be asserted that is not known." 

* Above all and over all, a Liberal paper should teach the abso- 
lute freedom of the mind, the utter independence of the individual, 
THE PERFECT LIBERTY OF SPEECH." 

We find in the article nothing with which we can disagree, 
and this for the reason that Taz TRUTH SEEKER is exactly the 
sort of Liberal paper the colonel has described; &nd, besides 
having all the features enumerated, Taz TRUTH SEEKER is 
illustrated, though this may be covered by the passage which 
says that ‘the beautiful in thought, in form and color. 
should be preserved.” Altogether, the prospectus applies to 
this paper about as closely as words can be adjusted to fact. 


Our Canadian friends hav another Freethought journal, 
and we trust it may be longer lived than its predecessors. 
Mr. Charles Watts and H. C. Luse hav begun at Toronto the 
publication of Secular Thought, and the first number is 
out. Mr. Watts tells us in his usual dignified and dispassion- 
ate style why he publishes the journal, Dr. E. B. Foote 
writes upon the Secular value of the laws of health, C. A. 
Watts sends a short account of Secularism in England, E. A. 
Stevens shows Secularists their present duty, Helen Gardener 
writes a letter from this city, Colonel Ingersoll informs Mr. 
Watts how to conduct & Liberal paper, Allen Pringle de- 
scribes the failure of theology, the associate editor, Mr. Luse, 
tells a story for the children, J. A. Risser briefly surveys the 
Secular movement in Toronto; therearesome short thoughts 
for thinkers, a few sunbeams, and some editorial notes and 
comments of great luminosity. The paper is well printed, 
and contains about half as much matter as Taz Troru 
SEEKER. It will undoubtedly be a powerful force in civiliz- 
ing Canada, and no country is in greater need of reclamation 
from Christian barbarism. Mr. Watts also professes to be 
not unwilling to send a copy or two into the United States. 
We extend to our esteemed contemporary & cordial welcome 
to the battle against ecclesiastical wrong, and the hope that 
it will meet with the success the talents of its distinguished 
editors deserve. There ought to be a hundred Liberal jour- 
nals where now there is only one. 


In the Progressiv Age of December 18th, Mr. J. M. Jamison, 
who writes the ** Current Jottings,” asserted that the editor 
of Tre TaurH SEEKER had been obliged to refrain from con- 
demning the conviction of the Chicago Anarchists because of 
loss of subscribers. Mr. Jamison was asked why he printed 
such a statement when he knew nothing about the facts. Up 
to this time he answereth not, but in the Age of January 1st 
we observe the following : . 

*PAnpoN.—The editor of the Progressiv Age is not responsible 
for the article which appeared against THE TRUTH SxrkER, nor 
does the publisher claim to know anything about THE TnuTH SEEK- 
ER'S gainsor losses The article in question which appeared in this 
paper December 18th last was contributed by Mr. Jamison. How 
Jamison received his information about Tue TRUTH BSrrkEn's 
affairs we do not know, but we are under the impression that Mr. 
Jamison, as a Liberal, would net miaconstrue things; but it the 
editor of Tur 'TRurTH BEEKER does cherish such sentiments, we 
trust that Mr. Jamison will use some method to right himself. As 
far as the ProgressivAge is concern-«d, it disapproves of all personal 
controversy. In addition, we must state that we look upon Turk 
"(TRUTH SEEKER as an honest, upright journal, and fearlessly ex- 
pressing its views on all subjects, and deserves the support of every 
Freethinker. H. HAMMERSOHLAG; Publisher.” 

This exonerates the Age, and Mr. Hammerschlag's friendly 
feelings are reciprocated; but, with him, we wish Mr. Jam- 
ison would ‘‘use some method to right himself," as that 
gentleman is wrong on both counts. We hav not lost sub- 
scribers because of our position on the Anarchist case, and 
we hav not refrained from expressing our opinion when we 
considered it advisable. And perhaps we may be allowed 
to suggest here. that an addition to our subscription list 
would not induce us to say what we do not think, nor would 
the discontinuing of his subscription by some dissatisfied 
reader induce us to keep quiet when we think it necessary 
to speak. That would not be Freethought, and Tur Trurn 
SerKER would not then be a Freethought journal. 

——— —9-4-99— —— ——— — 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Two clergymen came all the way from Illinois to attend 
J. E. Remsburg's lectures at Mt. Vernon, Indiana. 


* Mr. W. F. Jamson has obtained the promis of Brother 
Putnam to go to Denver, Colorado, and occupy his “‘ pulpit," 
for two Sundays. Other speakers will fill three other Sun- 
days during Mr. Jamieson’s absence in Nebraska. January 
95th and 26th he has an engagement in Minden, or near 
there; 28th, 29th, and 30th in Central City ; February 4th, 
5th, and 6th in Osceola; 7th, 8th, and 9th in Stromsburg; 
dates not yet filled for other points; will probably visit 
Wilber, Waverly, Eagle, Clearwater, Neligh, Syracuse, 
8alem, Frenchtown, Iudianola, and Arlington. He will hav 
about twelve nights left, and invites Liberals who would like 
to hav him giv them from two to five lectures to write him 
without delay. He would be willing to dip down into Kan- 
sas for a half dozen lectures, and will invade Iowa if the 
** call ” is loud enough. Address 271 Fifteenth street, Den- 
ver, Colorado, 
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- Setters from friends. 


Exysta, O., Dec. 19, 286. 
Mr. Epiror: I wish to say that we hav had Mr. John E. 
Remsburg here. 
Claims,” and everyone was very much pleased with it. It 
was very hot'for the lovers of the Bible, but it was the truth, 
and they could not deny it, and they want him to come again. 
Iwish every Liberal would try and get Mr. Remsburg to 
lecture in his town. He sows good seed, and they will all 

take root and grow. Heis a grand orator. 
CHARLES A. Woop. 


-GARRETTSVILLE, O., Dec. 28, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: The cartoon on the first page of Tax TRUTH 
SEEKER of Dec. 25th illustrates plainer than words the situa- 
tion of many professed Liberals, who claim to stand on evo- 
lution, yet cling to orthodoxy with a death-like tenacity, 
worthy of a& better cause, afraid of Mrs. Grundy, fearful of 
losing patronage, or it might stir up unpleasantness in the 


family or church to which wife or daughter belongs. A fig 
for such Liberals. “Git offen dat platform, or leff go de 
critter.” A. C. LAKE. 


Mammorts Hor Sprines, Wyo. TERR., Dec. 81, 1886. 

To Reapers or Tug TRUTH SEEKER: I sent for ** What's to 
be Done." It is one of the most interesting and original books 
that has ever been written. My copy has been in constant 
use, and those who read it are compelled to see the follies 
and crimes that grow out of Christian Paganism. It is not 
Anarchistic, but rather highly Socialistic. Its morality is of 
an order so high that the best among us will stand self-con- 
demned in the presence of the moral ideals that are therein 
presented. 

The author is all the more grand and worthy that he dared 
to confront a merciless despotism, and présent ideas that 
must ultimately govern men's thoughts and lives if we are 
ever to reach that heaven to which we expect to attain. 

Many portions of the book deal with the most complex 
problems of Sociology. Altruism is taught as the funda- 
mental principle that should guide human conduct. 

G. L. HENDERSON. 


SorpikR's Home, Wis., Dec. 29, 286. 

Mr. Environ: ‘‘ What an awful malediction where God 
threatens, ‘If ye will not hear and lay to heart to giv glory 
to my name, I will curse your blessing. The curse of God 
is bad enough, but when it falls on our very blessings, in 
what a sad case we shall be! Let us hasten then to giv glory 
unto his name, by lips and life, by word and walk” (Christian 
Standard). Poetical surely, though it savors somewhat of 
the Don Quixote persuasion, which existed way back in 
Spanish lore of frenzied knight-errantry. Doubtless this 
editor of the Christian Standard is abundan tly familiar with 
God to giv him all the lip he wants to. And yet it would not 
be a safe investment for us poor heathen who never knew 
this God, lest he become angry and curse our blessing. Now, 
Mr. Editor, if this immaculate journalist of the great Chris- 
tian Standard keeps on the track of his God as he has found 
it, there is nothing on earth to prevent him from becoming 
the gréatest hound in the orthodox pack, except his over- 

zealous pursuit, which might run him into a strait-jacket. 
Respectfully, Nexson Honr. . 


TuoMPsoNTowN, PA., Dec. 29, 1886. 
Mr. EpiToR:. Please find inclosed $5, to be used as 
directed. 

I want to do all I can afford to to spread abroad the work 
of L. R. Smith, ** Personal Existence After Death Improb- 
able," of which I order several copies, 80 that it may be read 
allover the land. It expresses a thought well worthy of 
consideration. Let the eyes be opened of those who so un- 
fortunately are forced to dread hell in a personal existence 
after death, and of those as well who are made to believe 
that they alone will go to heaven without a thought of others. 
Let humanity learn to be good here—now—in this world, 
the only one we know of. ` Establish happiness here by acts 
of justice and right. Enjoy this and rejoice over the coming 
of a profound and dreamlesss sleep in nature after (at best) a 
toilsome life here. How sweet an unconscious sleep! 
Rest, instead of & doubting, dreading, endless torment or 
fancying a monotonous horn-blowing,  harp-snapping, 
golden street-walking, starry crown-wearing heaven. Any 
sensible man or woman would rather sleep than march in 
the ranks of a Salvation Army. Friend L. R. Smith, let’s 
shake ! Jay F. HALDEMAN. 


LuxENUURG, Mass., Dec. 26, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: Please say to your artist that the cartoons 
during the past year hav, as educators, been a success. 

Folly and fraud, secure from pulpit, law and throne, 
. Are reached by ridicule alone. 

Those illustrations that hav so keenly presented to the 
understanding of your patrons the ridiculous fables and 
legends of a most superstitious age, are priceless. Take the 
last, if you please. As a fact, what a blasphemous reflection 
upon God who had just fitted up the world as good as new, 
and got everything ranning as nice as a cotton hat. A most 
roundabout way to gain a desired end, viz., to get a good 
sort of people started on this planet, worthy of the eost of 
time and material. 

After Noah had got everything secured for a sea-voyage, 
port-holes all calked and “payed,” hatchways tarred and 
canvassed, it is reported that an Irishman appeared before 
the ark, claiming audience with the captain, whom he ad- 
dressed as Mr. Noah. Standing knee-deep in water, he cries, 
** Good Mr. Noah, do let me take passage with you during 


thestorm!” But the inexorable “No” rang from the upper 


On the 18th he gave us a lecture, ‘ False | 


deck, and the supplicant withdrew. 
the flood increased, and Pat, submerged to his loins, returned 
to the ark and renewed his supplications, with prompt denial 
from him he. had so lately addressed as Mr. Noah. Turning 
on his heels with dauntless heroism, he exclaimed: ‘‘ Go to 
hell with your ark, Old Noah, there will be no great ofa 
shower after all.” 

I consider this story as authentic as anything about Noah's 
voyage, and any methods, and all methods, that turn the 
mind of readers, hearers, or seers to the folly and fraud of 
such fables are commendable; and truly horrible as those 
illustrations hav been, they are as mild as daisies and 
gentians to the terrible realities they aim to lay before the 
mind’s eye. i - A. H. Woop. 


East Hioxory, Pa., Dec. 20, 1886. 
Mr. Eprror: Perhaps you don’t know that I liv in a hot- 
hole of superstition and bigotry. There area great many 
here that will read Tae TRUTH SEEKER and call it good, but dare 
not subscribe for fear of their friends. I hav got some of 
them to think that the Bible God hates a coward. I guess I 
can get two or three subscribers by New Year's. I hav had 
bad luck for a year—burnt out once, now hav a broken leg. 
Iam going to the post-office to-day, and will send you some 
money. I will also try hard to get a subscriber or two. As 
soon as I can afford it, I want to get Paine's works and lots 
of others; but for the present THE TRUTH SEEKER will hav to 
fill the bill. It isa thunderbolt in this community. The 
cartoons are just the ticket. They tell longer stories than 
could be printed on twice the space they occupy, and some 
people will look at them who would not read, and it starts a 
train of thought they otherwise never would hav had. 
There is a tough set of citizens in this neck of woods, but we 

thank God we do not livin New Jersey. N. SPENOER. 


CoruwBUs, Kan., Dec. 25, 1886. 

To TEE Humane Reaper: For fifty years ‘‘ without money 
and without price,” with tongue and pen, under persecutions, 
prosecutions, pecuniary losses and sacrifices, mobs, injury of 
person and perils of life, I hav advocated and defended 
truth, liberty, individuality, justice, and humanity against all 
usurpations of power over natural and individual rights, 
all monopolies, slaveries, and tyrannies, under every name 
and in every form. 

During all this time I had hoped that now, at sixty-eight, I 
should hav a home, but I am at present a homeless tramp. I 
hav not been shrewd and selfish enough to keep my home, 
and pretended friends hav unjustly deprived me of.it and 
what little I had, and I hav but $150 left. 

I suffer much from insomnia and several chronic ailments, 
and I need a warm, quiet room to myself, near liberal, con- 
genial, humane minds. 

If any who read this are able and want to let me hav a life 
lease of an acre or half an acre of land, on which to build me 
a small, cheap house, I will be very grateful, and they can 
address me at Columbus, Kan. J. H. Coox. 


Fass, N. Y., Dec. 31, 1886. 

Ferenp MaopoNaLD: Please mail me six copies of Inger- 
soll’s Lay Sermon, so I can distribute them to friends in 
various parts of the United States. Did my finances permit, 
I would scatter them broadcast over the land to set people to 
thinking. As it is, Iam compelled to pay tax to the powers 
that be—which are erdained of Gold—else I must take a 
respectful leave of my home and its surroundings, which 
“ Barkis” must obey nolens volens. 

That book notice by Chamberlain was splendid. I guess 
Hageman is on the right track. Mrs. Freeman's letter was 
very interesting. McArthur, too, deals sledge-hammer blows 
to the ** Mither Choorch” that tell every time. Historic facts 
are, indeed, stubborn things. f 

We shall anxiously watch for full reports of Reynolds’s, 
also the Anarchists’ trials in the columns of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. 

Am glad to learn my friend McMillan, of Wamego, Kan., 
gets some Freethought sentiments in local papers, a thing 
I'v been doing for several years with fair success. Hope 
many of your readers will do the same, so as to kindle and 
keep the camp-fires burning. Eternal vigilance is required 
for safety. ` Homer A. Binas. 


GRIDLEY, Kaw., Dec. 27, 1886. 

Mr. Epiror: In renewing my subscription to Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, I am happy to inform you .hat I am impelled to do 
80 from a sense of justice, not so much for myself or for you 
and for those who are already enlisted and fighting against 
the evils of the church, but I feel this to be one of the best 
methods Freethinkers hav to build up and keep up the march 
of the human race to freedom and happiness. I feel that I 
hav enlisted in, and am now engaged in, the grandest under- 
taking of my life—that of trying to disabuse the minds of the 
rising generation of the great church idea. In my feeble 
way I try to.make plain to all with whom I talk upon the 
subject that we hav nothing to do with anything but this 
world, and that it is an impossibility for us to know anything 
of any other. Consequently it behooves us to improve all 
our time and energies to make this world and its inhabitants 
better. Iam happy to note the forward strides made in the 
past year by the American Secular Union, and especially the 
solid work performed by its secretary, Mr. Putnam. I long 
for the time when he may again be on the wing, and fly from 
city to city, or hamlet to hamlet, sowing the good seed which 
will fall in good ground, to be safely garnered in due season. 
His ‘‘ News and Notes” are so full of everything that makes 
or puts life in literature that I am always desirous for the 
paper when he is on the road. Yet there are many more 
reasons why I like Taz Teura SEExER. First, I like the ed- 
itorials, the management, the letters from friends, the Man- 
hattan Liberal Club, and last, but not least, the pictures. 
They catch the eye of the young, and sych as would other- 


Still the rain fell, and 


Sir. W. Thomson. 


wise pass the paperunnoticed. I trust that you may be fully 
supported, to the end that the paper may always appear as 
bright and buoyant as in the past year. 

Wishing you and all truth seekers a happy and prosperous 
New Year, c. H. CUSTENBORDER. 


New CasrLE, Wasa. TERR., Dec. 20, 1886. 
Mz. Eprror: Please find inclosed 25 cents in stamps for 


.** Truth Seeker Tracts ” as per order. 


One would think by the appearance of your columns of 
letters from friends that Freethought has hut few followers 
in this far-off corner of the world. Very seldom a letter is to 
be seen. But one who livs here a little while will soon satisfy - 
himself that the seed of Freethought has been sown, and 
that a grand harvest is at hand. The only thing that is 
needed is a good lecturer to urge organization among us, and 
form leagues. The church has but very little influence, al- 
theugh she has her embassadors in the field. 

Ithink if Brother C. B. Reynolds should be so fortunate as 
to get clear from the baboons of New Jersey this time he 
would do well to immigrate at one with his tent also, and we 
will assure you that he will find & race a little further ad- 
vanced from the ape. 

The noble TRUTH SEEKER is anxiously looked for every 
week. All your subscribers are well pleased with it. Its 
appearance creates considerable discussion with our Chris- 
tian friends, though it is pretty hard to get any of them to 
read it. But if they won't read, they hav to talk. 

: : Yours fraternally, J. MORGAN. 


Missovra, Dec. 18, 1886. . 

Mr. Eprrog: Please find inclosed $10 as my subscrip- 
tion for 1886-7. With balance send me Lacy’s criticism on 
Lambert, and also Antichrist on Jesus, and Gladstone -and 
Huxley on order of creation. I donot think they know much 
about it, but man must talk anyhow. Think of Argyll and 
The latter givs the age of the earth at 
about fifteen millions. and the former about ten millions—only 
a jump of five millions in fifteen. Did ever you see boys at 
marbles? They make no mistakes like the above. 

In the “Reign of Law,” by Argyll, he labors through 
pages on pages to tell us about it. The preposterous ego- 
tist! Why, any Rocky Mountain savage will say more in 
two or three simple observations than his dukeship in all his 
pages of law. The Indian thus saith, ** Behold, everything 
you see has its own way to act or ‘to be, and the way of 
everything is the way fixed for it by the * parent power’ sus- 
taining it.” 

After all, science can only be the perfection of common 
sense. Scientific speculations are of another kind, are they 
not? Theology is only the exercise of speculativ desire. 
Well, I suppose those giants will ever be at it. The field is 
grand and tempting, but, oh, how futil the trial that must 
forever end in throwing up the sponge! As for myself, I 
think I see that parent power every day, call it what you . 
choose. A. McDonarp. 


Great VALLEY, N. Y., Jan. 8, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: It becomes my sad duty, on the present occa- 
sion, to inform yourself and the many patrons of Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER of the death of F. N. Albright, my only brother, who 
passed away at his recent home near Hudson, Mich., on the 
first day of December last, at the advanced age of seventy- 
four years. I hav not learned the particulars of his demise 
further than that his death was not preceded by a long and 
painful term of sickness; that, after the first day ot two of 
suffering from a quite acute pain in his side, there appeared 
to be but little if any pain up to the time of his death, which 
ensued in about two weeks. He passed away without a ' 
struggle, like one passing into unconscious slumber, 80 peace- 
ful and quiet that the friends in attendance hardly perceived 
when the heart ceased beating. Our brother, as you were 
aware, no doubt, Mr. Editor, was a stanch Freethinker of 
the Materialistic order—one whcse mental ability, logical 
acumen, and quick perceptions made it quite easy for him to 
discard those ancient fables misnamed the holy Bible. 

Our brother, though dead, speaks to the world through the 
influence which he wrought while living, which was to con- 
sole the broken in spirit, to destroy the theological scare- 
crow, to giv in its place human sympathy and hrotherly 
love. Brother was an admiring friend of D. M. Bennett, Tux 
TRUTH BSEEKER, and yourself, writing Mr. Bennett letters of 
condolence while in prison; also writing to President Hayes, | 
in his behalf—those friendly missivs and urgent appeals in 
behalf of one who was wrongfully incarcerated, and whose 
greatest desire was to liberate his fellow man and sister 
woman from theological shackles. Yours truly, , 


A. F. ALBRIGHT. 


Monrtrosr, Iowa, Dec. 27, 1886. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed you will find three dollars to apply 
on my subscription for. Taz TRUTH Srrkxn for 1887, a paper 
that has been coming to this office before and ever since it 
became a weekly, and never missed but one number to date. 
Perhaps you would like to know whether it has filled its 
mission here or not. So far as I am concerned, Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, in connection with other Liberal papers and books, 
has placed me in a position to defend the truth as I see it. 
Their influence was not confined to me. All those who are 
capable of thinking for themselvs hav more or less read your 
paper. Most of them are convinced that there is no truth in . 
the doctrin of a personal devil, the divine inspiration of the 
Bible, or in the divinity of Christ. And the teachings of 
Liberal works are so reasonable, so convincing, and so true, 
that these views hav penetrated the churches, even to the 
front seats, and the clergy know it. Hence their raving 
madness. With malice they wilfullyand maliciously misrep- 
resent the moral character of those they call Infidels. They do 
not tell their non-thinking sheep that the inmates of all peni- 
fentiaries, houses of ill-fame, lowest dens of vice, and all 
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murderers are Christians. At the same time many there be 
skeptical to the core who pat them on the back and tell them 
to * go in; we will foot the bill,” claiming to be Christians, 
yet believing not a word of it. 

There are two or three here whom the priests hav given up 
for lost. We thank them for it; we hope their voices may 
.be heard all over the land. May they echo and reëcho from 
ocean to ocean, that all may ''rejoice and be exceeding 
glad." But the truth of the matter is, Christians are the ones 
who are lost—lost in the fog of superstition, a fog of their 
own manufacture. . 

The cartoons are all right. Go on with them. "Those who 
cannot comprehend simple truths by reading should be ac- 
commodated with something they can comprehend. Yours 
in Liberalism, A. CRANDALL. 


Nationa Mirrrary Home, Va., Jan. 2, 4:8. 287. 

Mr. Epor: You.must surely hav had a happy New 
Year yesterday over your success in preparing such a splen- 
did paper as is the first number of TAE, TRUTH SEEKER for 
287. Let me say I wish you would change your chronology, 
and use the Bruno calendar. Even the Mohammedan era 
would be more honest than the Christian, for from the Arabs 
monkery filched the almanac, both name and art. f 

To begin with, the picture of the year “1887,” so-called, 
is a bright idea fit to be lithographed and framed for the 
office or library. If the artist will turn his hand to that kind 
of work, though he do only one sketch & month, I venture 
that not a reader will rail at “ them horrid pictures,” and all 
subscribers will be satisfied. 

Samuel P. Putnam’s ‘‘ New God” is the best one ever got- 
ten out of the fire. Pain's furnace heat must hav been seven 
times more intense than ever to hav freed the old demo from 
so much dross, and brought out a boss democrat. This 
piece of work is the author’s best poetic production, and all 
the better poetry because it is thoroughly logical. Yet, the 
more you refine God the worse you make him, for then he 
must suffer to see the misery which he is unable to amend. 
Let us build heaven on earth. . Jonn P. Gui. 


Haven, Kan., Dec. 81, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed herewith you will find 80 cents, for 
which please send me books, etc., indicated by the inclosed 
list. I hope you will continue the illustrations in Taz TRUTA 
SEEKER, as each one seems to be better than most of those 
that appeared before. I hope ycu may make arrangements 
for printing an edition of the Bible with illustrations by 
Heston. I had thought to ask you to print the year’s pict- 
‘ures in a book, but I sec that some one else has done so, so 
I will second the motion. 

I must tell you of the revival at the church near here this 
fall. They had a number of preachers, and preaching two 
and three times a day for several weeks, and. when they 
closed they had caught fourteen converts—one lady, six 
girls, and seven boys. It was a Hardshell Baptist meeting, 
80, of course, the converts had to be baptized, and that was 
where the fun came in for some of the outsiders. At the 
time set for the wa'er part of the program all hands repaired 
to a place in a ravine near by in which there was a small 
quantity of water, and the performance began by the dipping 
of the boys, and by the time the seventh one had been dipped 
the water was very muddy. A man who is the father of 
three of the girls that were to he baptized, told the preacher 
that he would not allow him to baptize one of his hounds in 
that mud-hole.. The preacher then said that the ladies would 

be excused unti! some future time. About a week after the 
` postponement the managers -found & more satisfactory place 
in a creek, about six miles away, near where it empties into 
the Arkansas river, and-took the females there to dip them. 
The ice was three or four inches thick, the day bitter cold, 
and they had to cut & hole through the ice before the per- 
formance could begin. The old lady was the first to be bap- 
tized. The immersion passed off quietly, but the next was 
a girl who was not used to wading in the water, and as she 
waded in her dress floated on thc surface of the water, which 
caused much merriment among the small boys standing on 
the ice. The last to undergo the torture was a nervous girl 
who seemed to hav no control over her feelings, and as she 
was led into the water she said, ** O-o-o-h, I can't stand it!” 
and kept repeating it till the preacher tipped her over back- 
wards, when, as she forgot to close her mouth as she went 
under the water, she strangled, and as she came up she 
screamed, and crying, ‘‘ Help! help!” bounded for the shore. 
If the church people had known how much profanity their 
cold water performance would tempt people to indulge in, 
perhaps they would hav waited till a warmer day. Such 
performances should be prohibited by law. Several of those 
young ladies caught cold, but nothing serious resulted. The 
preacher was protected by water-tight rubbers “under , his 
** jeans." G. 8. BrsHoP. 


Sronenam, Mass., Jan. 1, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: I write because I hav two things to say. 
First, I want to add to others my thought that I am glad, as 
a truth seeker, you express a desire for justice to be given to 
the Chicago Anarchists. If killing can be made legal (as it 
is), itis hard for some of us to see why some of the illegal 
killing is wrong. Iam totally opposed to murder, whether 
private, legal, or scientific. To me, all are wrong. Perhaps 
it may be because I like the golden rule of Confucius, which 
it issaid Jesus told again. I should certainly object to being 
killed myself, and should not advocate what I dislike. I be- 
lieve the Anarchists are sincere. But, if they are dangerous, 
then they can be restrained. Jf other wrong-doers were as 
summarily dealt with, we should hav a few less monopolists 
for. Anarchists to preach against. Factories, shops, and 
mines are in many cases productiv of death, Sometimes the 


rule for capital and labor. 


owners know it, but the world takes off its hat, givs them the 
best pew, and silently ignores the slow bomb that has killed 
many.a girl, woman, boy, and man. Overwork, to fill some 
one's greed, is another bomb that slowly kills many. I think 
a person hardly Liberal who advocates death for his brother 
man. "That is better for Noah and his friends, whom Brother 
Heston is now representing. Let me add to J. N. Brown's 
“í Let each man keep an exact ac- 
count of his business," and if he is an employer and finds 
that his men and women are faithful, and are earning three 
times as much for him as they are for themselvs, let him fol- 
low the example of Warner, Godin, Leclaire, De Courcy, and 
others, by introducing profit sharing. This will stop all 
strikes and Anarchists, and decrease ninety-nine per cent of 
Soup houses and pauper houses, and increase civilization at 
the same rate. I would say more, but abler pens than mine 
are ready. ` : i 

Second: Why cannot -Miss Wixon, Mrs. Slenker, and 
others get up some cheap story books for our children? I 
will do what Ican. I mean this for Spiritualists and Liber- 
als. Let them be sold for five and ten cents. Can we do 
this? I am ready to work in this direction. Educate the 
children, and the old folks will be all right. Mrs. Rockhill 
cannot see my point. It is this. We claim (and I am a 


Spiritualist) to be Liberal, to prove all things, to hear all sides, ` 


and to feel that the church, in restraining free discussion, has 
more Christianity than humanity. So it seems to me that all 
that tends to enlighten and Liberalize rightly belongs in a 
spiritual paper. If my point is still dull, I will say that our 
papers are doing this more and more. The Banner has a 
Freethought department, and other papers, like the Olive 
Branch, are seeing the point and acting up to it, for which I 
am heartily glad. The Independent Pulpit, with a Material- 
ist editor, is extending to Spiritualists a hearty greeting. I 
am glad that both sides of the question are to be given. We 
shall all be wiser and better for it. Investigation will injure 
no truth or fact. Let it. tear down the false, eliminate the 
mistakes, and giv us chance to grow. 

Brother Macdonald, send me for the inclosed stamps In- 
gersoll’s ‘‘ Lay Sermon." Burns says: 


* What's done we partly may compute 
But know not what's resisted.” 


If the family circle knew how much I hav refrained from 
saying, they would breathe a sigh of thankfulness. I will 
close with what may be in the next Bible revision. And he 
said unto his disciples, * Giv me the storm and tempest of 
thought and action rather than the.dead calm of ignorance 
and faith.” Verily, verily, I say unto you, ye shall hav 
** malice toward none and charity for all.” 

C. FANNIE ALLYN. 


Burrow, Mion., Jan. 1, 1887. 

Mr. Enrron: I hav often thought within the past ten years 
I would present a few ideas through your excellent paper on 
some of the objectionable features of funerals as practiced in 
most of the towns and cities of this country—costly caskets, 
expensiv hearse outfits, dark or black mourning habiliments, 
required, black crape for badges and door-knobs; whispering 
and muffied tread in the house of mourning. and while 
handling the remains before burial. The popular and wealthy 
and highly connected must lie in state with great pomp and 
circumstance, and sometimes on & gorgeous catafalque or 
cenotaph. Most of these customs grew out of the church 
dogma taught in the Bible, that death is man’s greatest 
enemy, his implacable foe. He comes on his white horse, 
silent and invisible, like a thief in the night. He strikes, and 
none can stay his fatal blow. He is sent of God. The smil- 
ing infant, the blooming maid, the stalwart man, must go at 
his call. J 

Death; the tyrant, heeds no cry; 
And none can from his presence fly. 

He is ever watching in all the abodes of men, on the farm, 
in the shop, the cottage, the palace, on railroads, steamboats, 
and in the awful tempest, 

The angel of death spreads his wings on the blast, 
And breathed in the face of his foe as he passed. 

He is here. Yes, his victim is now stiff and cold in his 
unyielding embrace in this house of mourning. Step light, 
speak in whispering sighs and agonizing fear, his fingers may 
now be feeling for your heart-strings. This is terrible to con- 
template, and much worse to observe by sensitiv philosophic 
souls. I do not wonder many do not liv out half their days. 
These funeral scenes, with their grief, fear, and horror, make 
many sick, and fill their few lingering years with sadness 
and gloom, especially if the lost friend did not accept the 
faith of the saints. If he be a Catholic, priests may mumble 
Latin prayers for his release from purgatory, if his friends can 
pay enough money. If not, his doom is sealed. According 
to the faith of both Catholics and Protestants, the majority, 
if not two-thirds, are doomed to unmitigated and remediless 
woe. So they join hands to drape the world in black, em- 
blem of night, sorrow, and gloom. The churches recommend 
and encourage the undertakers, sanction and sustain these 
customs to giv solemnity and power to priestly rule. The 
casket-makers charge treble the cost of their caskets, and 
treble for hearse and attendants. This isa terrible tax on the 
community. Let people join hands to produce plain, cheap 
coffins, and their neighbors and friends will. convey the de- 
ceased to his narrow house. Especially let the poor and 
common classes start shops for this kind of work, and they 
will soon regulate this merchandise of death. See how this 
works. The opulent say, ‘‘May as well be out of this world 
as out of fashion." So the poor, not to be thought odd or 
ridiculous, often ape the ways of pride, and the burden is too 
great. Shall the living struggling poor suffer to display the 
insignia of death? A casket costing $20, $25, $40, $50, and 
even more, to be gazed at a few minutes, then hidden forever 


beneath the sod! Years are often required before the poor 


‘| ble. 
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man can cancel this debt, with the wants of a surviving 
family pressing him hard. 

I write this to help the church man, the poor, the opulent, 
to throw off most of this burden, and if we must squander, 
help the living brother. I believe in paying due respect to 
the dead—a plain, cheap coffin, stained or simply varnished, 
decent, ordinary clothes, moderate and unaffected grief, not 
fashionable public wailing, fainting, and screaming. 

Brother Liberals, Spiritualists, and reformers of every 
shade, let us try and mingle reason and common sense in our 
dealings with both the living and the dead. Friends of re- 
form, let us hear from you on this subject. Help make and 
direct public sentiment. Let usbegin this reform in our own 
homes. When death by accident, disease, doctors (for doc- 
tors sometimes kill) old age, earthquakes, cyclones, ship- 
wrecks, railroad disasters, removes the vital forces, and 
allows the chemical to fully enter the once activ form of 
some one in our family circle, let us not allow those to 
mouth platitudes over them who hav fostered the crape, 
the pall, the night of endless woe. Death is as natural and 
beautiful as life. It is the portal to better conditions and 
fairer scenes. Man is immortal in his personality. I know 
it, but will not here try to prove it. There is no resurrection 
of this mortal body, as the church holds. It never will be 
needed. A fine, beautiful, electro-magnetic, spiritual body 
will be his. He will start ** over thete" in his progressiv 
career where he left off here. Forever will bloom before him 
the realizations of hopes deferred here, with kindred to share 
and enjoy. The custom of using flowers in moderation, 
evergreens, etc., at funerals is beautiful everywhere. Let us 
liv right, die right, and be buried inexpensivly, until crema- 
tion comes to dispose of our dead as the most healthy, eco- 
nomical, and expeditious. This will relieve the masses from 
the tax of caskets, tombstones, marble monuments, slabs, 
etc., that indicate the Golgothas of our land. A cheap head- 
piece for the grave is dry, smooth, two-inch plank, boiled in 
pitch, painted white, with name, date, etc. It is-very dura- 

D. Hias, M.D. 
Conoorp, KY., Dec. 29, 286. 

Mr. Eprror: Theology would hav us think that it has 
made & discovery. It now says that God is not God, but the 
divine principle of love. Hence, we may infer when we hear 
the word god that it is only a soubriquet for love. 

It is by no means flattering to our self-respect to be called 
profane, blasphemous, or hav applied any of those harsh epi- 
thets which superstition so cunningly makes the means of 
shielding itself, but how much does this divine principle re- 
semble that God described in the Garden of Eden? I am 
always sorry to spoil a pretty legend, but whenever I read 
that story, I invariably think of the deity as an unusually 
large man, wearing a broad-brimmed hat drawn considerably 
over his eyes, stogy boots, the remainder of his garb of 
some coarse, substantial materinl, and himself as exercising 
that gruff kind of authority that some landlords are wont to 
nse toward a dependent. 

Now, we are quite willing that the divine principle shall 
here be supplemented, but do solemnly protest against the 
surreptitious manner in which it is done. This love idea 
never grew out of the church. It has been sweeping through 
the realms of Freethought for ages. It is the legitimate child 
of Freethought. Nor will she relinquish her claim without 
a struggle. Call it kleptomania, or by any other refined 
species of nomenclature, but this sort of transfer of others’ 
rights should be restrained. It is a well-known fact that the 
church requires strong propensities and weak faculties. Re- 
verse these properties, and we would soon know her as she is 
no more. But with all this, prosperity, attained by piracy, 


.] should feel the weight of an embargo. 


If God and love are synonymous, or rather, if love is going 
to annihilate Jehovah, we shall sheath our sword, discard 
our proud title of Infidel, and believe. This divine principle 
has demonstrated its ego in manifold ways. It finds a de- 
lightful and delicate rendering at the hands of one who pays 
‘his devoirs to the tangible only that he may invade the holier 
sanctum of the intangible. Thus 
Space is as nothing to spirit, the deed is outdone by the doing; 
The heart of the wooer is warm, but warmer the heart of the 
wooing. g 

And up from the pits where these shiver, and up from the hights 
where those shine, 

Twin voices and shadows swim starward, and the essence of life is 
divine. 

This essence is a pantheism in which the student of nature 
has implicit confidence. Science, that reliable witness that 
was never known to shriak at cross-examination, and has 
never been guilty of perjury, attests it. 

It may vary with the medium through which it passes, 
manifesting itself in the crude forms of untutored ignorance, 
no less than upon passing through the refining cupel of intel- 
ligence. 

It reveals itself in the clutch of avarice, the scowl of 
hate, the mad frenzy of jealousy, and the brooding spirit of 
revenge, these being forms of “ elemental strife” by which, 
we are told, all subsists. 

It can be read in the caress or infancy, in the betrothal 
seal, the parting clasp of friendship, and the lingering kias 
of death; in the gladness of a smile, the pathos of a tear, 
the moan of misery, the shout of joy, the cross of suffering, 
and the Christ of compensation ; for 

Chords that vibrate sweetest pleasure 
Thrill the notes of deepest woe. 

The student of nature discerns this essence alike in the 
heart of society and the depths of solitude. It resides in the 
atoms, diffuses itself everywhere, and permeates all things. 
It is a republicanism, disdains a shackle, and should serve as 
the archetype of every nation on the globe. It is the affec- 
tion of the universe, and with the completion of the har- 
monies will make heaven. Vamu E. VANOE, 
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Childrens Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. ` 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known a8 the Children's Hour." 


Five and Ninety-Five. 


A lady sat in happiest mood 
Whiling the hours away, 

With pondering thought of the many gifts 
That made her life so gay. 


For she had youth, and beauty, and wealth, 
And friends of honored name; Ra 
Said she. “I'll heed amhition's voice, 
And add to all sweet fame. 


* Qut of every hundred, the proverb says, 
But five of these are wise ; 

30o TIl try to please the ninety-five, 
For in numbers the magic lies. 

Til write bright stories from day to day» 
And string pretty words of rhyme, 

Bat I'll never say aught that will giv offense, 
Not even for truth sublime. 


fll never pen one odious word, 
Lest friends might grow estranged: 
But twine my laurel with love aud praise 
That it may bloom unchanged.” 


And so she wrote, and wrote, and wrote, 
And the ninety-five gave praise; 

But scarcely heeded the other five 
Her paltry prose and lars. 


Her laurel has faded. This lesson learn, 
Would you keep your fame alive, 
Grapple the truth though tha heavens fall, 
And seek praise of wisdom’s five. 
i Vineria E. VANCE. 
Concord, Ky., Jan. 2, 287. 


A Selfish Girl. 


The school children at Maplewood were a 
very dull set, both at books and at the play- 
grounds. Everything seemed to be so unin- 
teresting, especially for the younger ones. 
The schoolhonse was a tottering shanty, situ- 
ated on the side of an old red hill, very 
uncouth in appearance, the only ornament 
being a gourd-vine, which had crawled up the 
mud-and-stick chimney. Scarcely a quarter 
of a mile from this house a beautiful little 
river flowed, but none of the smaller children 
were allowed to gothere alone, and the larger 
ones did not hav the inclination to go with 
them. 

The teacher, who had noticed their discon- 
tent, one day called them up and told them to 
study hard for three weeks, and if at the end 
of that time they had said perfect lessons, she 
would giv them a long play-time, and let 
them spend it on an island in the river. 

They clapped their hands and readily con- 
sented, all but Ethel Hammon, who was very 
stubborn, and never willing to learn. She 
was not liked by the other pupils because she 
was so easy to get mad, and so liable to quar- 
rel and fight. 

Mabel True, who had heretofore stood about 
the middle of her class, was encouraged by 
the hope of a reward, and soon stood at the 
head. Mabel was quite different from Ethel, 
being of a good and kind nature. She was 
not worshiped by the other pupils, but could 
make herself liked when she tried; but you 
know people don’t always feel in a mood to 
be liked. 

For the time being, Maplewood school was 
changed—a spirit of interest was now among 
the pupils. Atnoon they laughed and talked 
about their long playtime, and learned their 
lessons without any trouble. Mabel, after 
learning her own lessons, would teach the 
smaller ones theirs. 

Finally the much.talked-about day was at 
hand. Of course some novel way of enjoying 
it must be thought of. After a short discus- 
sion, they decided to crown one of the little 
girls their queen. 

** Who shall it be?" asked Shelley Benton. 

“I want Mabel!" said several of them to- 
gether. 

“ I don’t,” Ethel said, trying to get in front 


of each. ‘‘I don’t want Mabel, I don’t want 
her, and if you don't crown me I will not 
play.” 

“ Well, we will not hav you,” Ledonia Wall 
retorted. ‘‘ Mabel is so good we will giv her 
the crown.” 


" She is not,” and Ethel slapped Ledonia 
in the face. 

Ledonia did not resent, and they decided 
to crown Mabel. 

All the large girls consented to go with 
them down to the river. When they were 
safely rowed over to the little island, Ledonia 
and several other of the little girls proceeded 
to make the crown—some to gather pretty 
autumn leaves, some to pull the thorns, and 


some to pin them together. The boys walked 
around in search of pretty flowers so it would 
resemble gold. Shelley procured a whole 
handful of dandelions and goldenrods. How 
beautifully the colors of the autumn leaves 
blended with the yellow flowers! The shade 
of a large dogwood-tree was selected, so they 
marched to the cool, shady bower in pairs. 
Mabel walked in front. Shelley and Ledonia 
followed close behind bearing the crown. 

Poor little offended Ethel who sat on the 
bank looked up through her tears and saw 
the procession. She immediately ran up to 
the other children as if she meant to join in 
the play. : 

‘Ts it possible," said Ledonia, **that you 
mean to join ?" 

** Yes," she said, snatching the crown and 
placing it upon her own head, ** but I won't 
let Mabel be queen, for I wish to be it my- 
self.” 

** We don't want you Ethel,” said Ledonia, 
“ because you are so mean.” 

A struggle followed, and Ledonia procured 
the treasure. Ethel snatched it from her, 
tore it and threw it on the ground. ‘‘I shall 
not play with you,” so she ran back down to 
her old seat and continued to weep. 

When Ledonia saw that the beautiful crown 
was torn, she began to cry, but Shelley took 
up the shattered leaves and said, ** Don’t cry, 
we can soon mend it," and they did. This 
time they succeeded in crowning Mabel, and 
all of them declared that the colors were very 
becoming to her. 

When they came back to the school-house 
the teacher saw that all had enjoyed them- 
selvs but Ethel, but the little girl excused 
herself by saying, ** I wanted the crown and 
they would not giv it to me." 

Mabel did not part with the wreath until 
school-time, then she took it off and hung it 
on a bonnet-rack. Later on, when all the 
pupils were engaged in learning their lessons, 
Ethel reached over, took it, and placed it on 
her head. She did all she could to attract the 
attention of the others, but they refused to 
look up from their books. The teacher, how- 
ever, looked up and called her to stand up in 
the middle of the fioor the rest of the after- 
noon. She felt terribly ashamed, and did not 
take her eyes from her. book the whole time, 
and as soon as school was out she threw the 
wreath upon the floor and hastened home. 
Ethel was the only one who had been selfish, 
and, consequently, the only one who did not 
enjoy herself. She ought to hav learned a 
good lesson by this, but, as it is a true story, 
she did not. Daruna BELL. 

Overton, Ga., Dec. 25, 286. 


Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—REBUS. 


ERE 


‘hl lag 
TN 


Six girls’ names. 
2.—DIAMOND. 

. A letter. 

A drink. 

To make ashamed. 

. Giving form. 


SE OUR conn 


To bar. 
A part of the body. 
. A letter. SNOWFLAKE. 
Lyons, N. Y. 


3.—A TIMELY ENIGMA. 

For Arabic precision, or bold Roman grace, 

Examin me carefully, look at my face; 

Of all the figures that one can see 

There is none more graceful than mine may 

e. 

My eyes, too, are black, black as jet, you 
must know; 

But my face is as white as the driven snow. 

Connoisseurs hav deelared that my frame at 
its best, - 

Would surely be found to be most statuesque. 

I'm certainly activ, I am just built to go, 

Tho’ sometimes folks say, Pm a “‘little too 
slow ;" 

Then my time-serving critics discover at last 

That they * really believe" I am '' going too 
fast ;” 

And it may be the truth in either case, 

For, tho' always I run, yet I keep the same 
place. 


Long ago they compelled me, both early and 
ate. 

And always, to carry a pendulous weight; 

But, having at last lost the pendulous thing, 

I hav gone ever since, as I should, with a 
spring. 

In argument, too, on some questions, I find 

I hav really convinced the most skeptical 
mind ; , 

So the very same person who ‘‘ wound me up 
tight," 

Will acknowledge at last all the time I was 
right. . 

Isometimes the truth, by my silence, main- 
tain 

But sometimes I speak it out loudly and 

' plain. 

In Germany, Italy, England, Spain, France, 
All know what I tell them, or show, at a 
glance. . 

To enlighten mankind is my mission sublime, 
Not'on questions of Heaven, but questions of 

time. 
Iam priest to the present, the hours as they 


And De no attention to gods, ghosts, or sky. 

J am peaceable always, and yet, if you like, 

When the proper time comes, for the right I 
can strike ; 

And Istrike without moving my hands from 
my face, 

Yet this striking is no metaphorical phrase ; 

I strike with my tongue, which no one may 
dispute, 

Be it angel or devil or human or brute. 

Irwin, Iowa. J. K. P. BAKER. 

4.—WHAT 18 PEOULIAR ABOUT THESE LINES? 
Suggested by W. Heston’s picture, “A Trial of 
Faith.” 


I. 
Do not play & gay Alp to nod, 
Like Jupiter shaking the Earth ; 
You've a very poor head for a god, 
And your effort provokes only mirth. 


II. 
Ye Boot-straps, as parts to obey, 
Your soles are in danger of woe ; 
Ye can heel-up, a Fraud if ye stay, 
But must surely TR aM if ye go. 


Irwin, Ia. . K. P. BAKER. 
ANSWEES TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'S OORNER, 
JAN. 1, 1887. 
1.- 8 

HE 

ROD 

IDEA 

MOULT 

i POTTLE i 

2.—“ A sleeping fox catches no poultry." 
8.- YEARN 

EDDIE 

ADAGE 

RIGID 

NEEDY 
.4.-.Perimeter—deleted words: mire (found 


in reverse); rime, reversed, emir; word left, 
Peter. 
5.- 


R 
IN 
8 


Correspondence. 


: Dec. 22, 1886. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I am a little girl eleven 

ears old. I livin Cle Elum. It is in Wash- 
ington Territory. The coal mine is about 
three miles, and the silver mines are about 
twelve miles from Cle Elum. Cle Elum isa 
nice little place. It has no school and no 
churches. I like to go to school, but I don’t 
like to go to church very much. My mamma 
and papa hav a ranch on the Snack River. It 
is very nice on the river. I hav a nice little 
horse. He is a pacer. His name is Casie 
Eye. My sister and I hava large Newfound- 
land dog. His name is Crucan. 

From your little friend, Mav Kanrow. 

Omana, Neg., Dec. 14, 1886. 

Drar Miss Wixow: I hav writtén twice, 
and, seeing my letters published, I will write 
again. 

This fall, mamma, my little sister Mary, 
and I went out to Wisconsin to see grandpa 
and grandma. We had a very nice time. 
Once I went to giv the cow some corn, and 
she came after me, and I ran into the hen- 
coop, and she came in there, and I began to 
scream, and grandpa came out and told me to 

iv the corn to the cow, and then grandpa 
rovs her tothe stable, and I ran to the house. 

Well, good-bye for this time. Iamrocking 
the cradle, so I can't write very good. 

With good wishes, 1 remain, 

Your friend, MAGGIE GRIFFITH. 


Mystio Beivar, Conn., Dec. 26, 1886. 

Dear Auntie: I was so glad to get the 
“Story Hour.” I hav wanted it for a long 
time. Little Susie's face is beautiful. Mamma 
read me about little Susie. It made me feel 
so sad I could not help crying. It was wicked 
that she had to die, so lovely, and all you had, 
too. Icommenced this letter one week ago 
to-day. Now I will finish it. I hav read 
with mamma nearly every story, and it is so 
lovely all the way through. Some of the 
stories are so sad, others so funny; one 
makes me laugh, and then I feel like crying. 
Mamma says you are a natural writer. I 
wish I could, when I grow up, write such 
lovely stories. Do you like fairy stories? 
Mamma doesn't, but Ido. ‘I had a pretty tea 
set from mamma, a fairy book from Ira, 
Christmas cards, candy, nuts, and other little 
thing, whole suits of clothes for my dollie. I 
hav got mamma to finish my badly-written 
letter. I will try to do better by and by. 

From your little friend, Cora. 
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PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER 
DEATH IMPROBABLE. 
By L. R. SMITH. 
Price, 10 cents. 


Pamphlet, 32pp., 12mo, - 


Published and. for sale by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 
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TO REY. L. A. LAMBERT'S 


By B. W. Lacy 


A thorough exposure of fhe Catholic priests 
Historical misstatements. 
Math. $1: Paper, 50 Centea 
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THE 


SHAKER EYE and EAR BALSAM 


SIXTY-FIVE YEARS! INVARIABLE SUCCESS. 


Sustained 
By the Bible. 


BY COL. JOHN R. KELSO. 
CONTENTS: 


SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE BIBLE. 

SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE CHRIS- 
TIAN CHURCH. i 

SPIRITUALISM A NECESSITY IN GOD'8 GEN- 
ERAL GOVERNMENT. 

SPIRITUAL MEDIUMSHIP. 

OBJECTIONS To SPIRITUALISM ANSWERED. 


Like all Tue TRUTH SexKer’s publications, the 
mechanical execution of the work is all that could 
be desired. Good paper, clear type—in short, & 
neat little volume. 

The primary object of the work, as its title indi- 
cates, is to sustain Spiritualism, but the absurdi- 
ties of" the Christian religion, and the abofnina- 
tions of the old Jew book, get a terrible shaking 
up. The book contains much to interest every 
intelligent reader. . » Colonel Kelso has done 
much acceptable work in the cause of Freethought 
and Liberalism all over the land. Send for his 
new book—read it—put it into the hands of every 
Christian; it will teach him that the way of the. 
fool is foolishness. Every Liberal who reads it 
will certainly find his “Spiritual” strength re 
newed.—John Peck. : 

Bound in cloth, 245 pp.» price $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
tf 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


organs. WEA S. EARS, DEAF. 
NESS, and CATARRHAL AFFECTIONS immedi- 
ately reached. FAILING SIGHT prevented. 
RO G or DRUMMING OF EARS will cease. 
One box tells the whole story. 


"Price, by mail, 30 cents. 
G. A. LOMAS, Shakers, N. Y. 


Use Shakers’ Spiritene for the Piles. 
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After Forty years" 
experience in the 

reparation of more 

fhan One Hundred 

Thousand applications for patenta in 
the United Blates and Foreign coun- 
tries, the publishers of the Scientific 
American continue te > act as Do oikoa 
for patents, caveats, trade-ma - 
rights, eto., forthe United States, and 


to obtain patents in Canada England, France, 
Germany, and all other count 


ries Their experi- 
ence is unequaled and their facilities are unsur- 
passed. : z 
wi and specifications prepared and filed 
inthe Parent Offibo on short notice. Terms very 
reasonable, No charge for oramination of models 
or drawings. lvice by mail fr 
Patents obtained through Munn &Co.are notioed 
inthe SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN, whioh has 
. the largest circulation and is the most influential 
newspaper of its kind published in the world. 
The advantages of such a notice every patentee 
understands. 

1 ‘and splendidly illustrated newspaper 
to ished ALY at $3.00 a year, and is 
admitted to be the best paper devoted to goience, 
mechanics, inventions, engineering works, an 
other departments of industrial progress, pu P 
liened in any country. It contains the names o 
al. patentees and title of every invention paten 

ench "week, Try it four months for one doliar. 


Suid by all newsdeslers.. iion to patent write to 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
BY W. 8. BELL. 


“I am very much pleased with it, and I wish the 
seyenty thousand ministers of this country were 


obliged to purchase the pamphlet and read every lf you have an inve 
i f & Co., publishers of Sclentifio American, 
Pre de ead Monn Swen Rew York. 


‘Handbook about patents mailed free, 


Price 15 ceuts. For sale at this office. 
ifo à : 
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“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.|J. E. Remsburg's Works. 


Best known remedy for all afflictions of these | Bible Morals. 
K EYES. WEAK 


OTTO WETTSTEIN’S , 
cs -| PROGRAM FOR THE HOLIDAYS! 


IMMENSE 8TOOK OF 


Fine Gold and Silver Watches. Diamond Jewelry. 
Gold and, Plated Chains, Bracelets, Necklaces, 
Lockets, Pins, Drops, Studs, Sleeve Buttons. 
Plain, Chased, and Set Rings (a specialty); Gold 
and Silver Headed Canes; Guld Pens, Pencils, and 
Toothpicks; Gold and Silver Thimbles, Silver and 
Plated Ware, Cutlery, Razors, Revolvers, Opera 
Glasses, Gold Spectacles, Eye Glasses, Albums, 
Harmonicas, Plush Comb and Manicure Sets, etc. 

All these goods will be sent subject to approval 
and return if not entirely satisfactory and cash 
retunded, and as a special inducement I shall de- 
d 20 per cent from lowest bottom prices else- 
where. 


For a Christmas 
gift, nothing is nicer 


eled on solid gold in 
four colors. 

. Prices, size of cut, 
$3, $3.50, $4. With 
genuin diamond, $6 
to $10. 

Just out; Exactly 
like above, but smal- 
ler,$2, A little gem. 
Also, W. 


[NS - z 1e atch oes 
, of larger model, 

SS BAP to $15. 

“SE TuopggT BAA Nothing nicer for 

& Holiday Gift than one of these beautiful em- 

blems of Freethought and Progress. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, IIl, 
ELEMENTS 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY 


FOR 
HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS AND 
FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 


By Prof A. M. Cottipger, A.M. 


This book is just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2.000 
years B.O., on up 101883, all in a nutshell.—Etmiua 
Slenker, 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place; in the family it would be na 

ess important, as conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Wizon. 

Mr. Cottinger’s intentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable; it may 
be commended as fulfilling its purpose of a cou. 
cise and interesting historical text-book.—Mitoaw 
kee Sentinel. 


EDITION. 


exe; 


PRICE, CLOTH, $1.50. 
For Schools in Quantities, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


REDUCED TO $1.00. 
THE STORY HOUR. 
A Book for Children and Youth. 


BY MISS SUSAN H. WIXON. 
Over & hundred fine illustrations. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


THE DAWNING. 


THE CONFESSIONAL: 
ROMISH AND ANGLICAN. 
An Exposé. 


By SALADIN. Price, $0 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


A NOVEL. A E 
* Oh, heaven! Apollo is once more among the B L SP | ] M Y 
herdsmen of Admetus, and the herdsmen Tnow 4 


not it is the Sun-god !” 


An octavo volume of nearly 400 pages, bound in 
cloth. Price; $1 50, 


Address TRE TRUTH SEEKER Co. 
83 Clinton Place, 


—AND— 


THE BIBLE. 


BY C. B. REYNOLDS. 


Showing that the Bible and the believers in 
are the real blasphemers, and not the Secu 


larists. 
This is the pamphlet for the distribution 
which Mr.- Reynolds is now indicted, and to be 


TRIED FOR BLASPHEMY 


January 18th. 
Price, 10 Cents: 6 for 50 cents; 13 for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


S. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology.. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth; $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
** A prose Epis of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power ; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day."—John 

|: Stointon's Paper. 

Golden Throne, a Romance. “The 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. The books filled with 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcript of a manly mind. Every Libera! 
should read Golden Throne.’ ”—INGERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 

Prometheus A poem. “It is crammed 


with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Dr. Henry W. BELLows. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 
Earth. Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 

Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 
other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 

Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 


version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the muti'ated 
copy—the Genesis legend—is shown Price 10 


ts. 
“Por all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


New York. 


False Claims Revised and Enlarged. 


Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the | 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temprano Reform; the 
Church and the Republic. 


Twenty Crimes and 


Vices Sanctioned by Scripture : Falsehood and 
Deception ; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o; 
Conquest and Extermination; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy: Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. e question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbatb; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
abb ath during the Middle Ages: The Puritan 
abbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 25 cents: six conias, $1.00. 
Thomas Paine The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the stor 
of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the agpersions cast upon 
it. Choice extracts from “Common Sense,” 
“ American Crisis,” ‘‘Rightsof Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressiy for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper. 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price: paper. 50 cents: 
cloth. 75 cents. . 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents: bound; paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cte. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
before the N. E. Free- 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; J. M. Pryse and J. 
M. Burgler, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of onr colonization enter- 


delivered in Paine Hall. à ; J r 
thinkers’ Convention. January 29, 1884. Price, | prise, the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and feperely 
10 cents. the practica] solution of the problem of Integra. 
THE TE SEEKER CO. Co-operation. Price. j & year; 50 cents for six 

33 ion Place, New York | months; 85 cents for three months. 
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. Poetry. 


Uncle Pete’s Religious Experience. 


T've been thinkin’, as I pondered 
O’er my Testament to-day, 
How I learned to Jove my master 
And his blessed laws obey ; 
How I traveled on in darkness 
Many long and weary years 
"Till a big protracted meetin’ 
Rather ruffled up my fears. 


I had kind o' got to thinkin’ 
On my last etarnal rest ; 
And in huntin’ the division 
"T wixt the cursed and blest, 
I fonnd it where we register 
And sip the *acred cup, 
But now, in my opinion, 
It'salittle higher up. 


If I ever served the devil, 
It was in a modest style, 

And my conscience kept a botherin’ 
*Bout the end-up, a'l the while; 

And whene'er they prayed in meetin’ - 
For the sinners who were there, 

I felt that my roost was twisted 
By the magic of their prayer. 


But with rallied resolutions, 
I determined on a start 
For to find that sweet salvation, 
And that blissfnl change of heart; 
If I missed the gates o’ heaven, 
Of which I'd hearn 'em tell, 
Still d merit moderation 
In the temperature of hell. 


Though the devil was a lurkin’ 
"Round about my carcass still, 

Irather thought sensation 
Would pull-me up the hill; 

It came (I'll ne'er forget it) 
In a noble-looking man, 

He had a bald place on his pate 
And a warm grip in his han’. 


He was erect of stature, 
Was rather long and slim; 
He had angelic features, 
And a traveling agent’s grin ; 
He made me a sort © study, 
And oft partook my cheer, 
And I found him strictly human 
In his masticating gear. 


On life he spoke of dangers 
That beset us goin’ through : 
He led me out in Eden 
And portrayed a thing or two; 
He made the cities solid gold 
For old rusty ones like me, 
If I only took the sacrament 
And dropped in a liberal fee. 


He said angels sang the louder, 
And thumped their harps the more 
When they snatched a veteran sinner 
From pandemonium's door; 
And ended np by sayin’, 
Though not exactly in what way, 
"T would increase my earthly blessin's 
What time I had to stay. 


I had often felt forsaken, 
And lonely, and depressed, 
Since my good wife smiled so faintly 
And passed to eternal rest; 
Now, I felt my sin the greater, 
The heavier my care, 
For in her dying moments 
I agreed to meet her there. 


Ifelt my heart had melted, 
I felt sure of à reward, 
I had no fear of evil, 
I had learned to love the Lord ; 
But as a sort 0’ passport 
To the mansions of the blest, 
I told the world about it 
And was converted l:ke the rest. 


The preacher heard us witness, 
Each convert in his turn. 

And, pointin’ out God’s precepts, 
Their meanin’ bade us learn; 

Some went off into trances, 
While some indulged in fits, 

I felt no end of feelin’, 
But I didn’t lose my wits. 


He stood us in a circle, 
And, with big tears in his eyes, 
Asking that God 8 gentle blessin's 
Might be showered from the skies; 
He described our gentle savior 
In his melting monotones, 
While our good old white-haired deacon 
Filled the pauses up with groans. 


Since then I’ve lived a Christian, 
Though it often tries my steel, 

AndI sometimes tell of glory 
That I don't exactly feel; 

Andit often makes me waver. 
Bern’ a little steeped in sin, 

To see so many out o’ church 
Better than them that’s in. 

That modest village preacher 
Has never come a-near 

Since our hberal contribution, 
And our hearty welcome here; 

And I’ve hearn he frankly stated 
(Just where I now forget) 

That “he saved that batch of sinners 
On a hundred-dollar bet.” 


Now, when in the lofty steeple, 
The bell swings to and fro, 

And I think of all that’s happened 

^ In the years so long ago, 

` I feel a secret, sneakin’ dread 

To rally at the call, 

When I think I was converted 
By the devil after all. - 
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Scriptural Wine. 


A work of unusual interest at the present 
time when ** Christian Temperance ” is widely 
advertised as something efficacious in destroy- 
ing the evils of intemperance, is a^publication 
in pamphlet form by the New York Truth 
Seeker Company of a compilation by E. C. 
Walker, of Kansas, of the texts of scripture 
bearing directly or indirectly on the question 
of liquor drinking. 

The writer holds that the ‘‘ overwhelming 
weight of its [the Bible’s] argument, precepts, 
and the example of its saints, is against tem- 
perance,” and to sustain his position he has 
gone to the book itself and ccpied its texts, 
which constitute the bulk of his pamphlet. 

In List A he includes '* all texts which un- 
equivocally condemn the use of intoxicants.” 
The list begins with Proverbs xx, 1, and con- 
cludes with the remark that ‘‘ of the New 
Testament writers not one has clearly said 
that wine and strong drink are curses to th 
children of men.” f 

List B is composed of those passages 
“ which commend or enjoin the use of wine 
or strong drink, or which promis an abundance 
of wine as one of the blessings to be bestowed 
upon certain favored individuals or families 
or tribes, or upon the Israelitish nation, or in- 
clude the deprivation of it among the punish- 
ments inflicted upon the disobedient.” This 
list is a long one and includes forty-five texts, 
which are printed in full, with irreverent 
comments that make the Bible temperance 
preachers stand in a ludicrously inconsistent 
light. 

In Num. vi, 20, the Nazarite is told that he 
may drink wine; in Deut. vii, 18, God is 
represented as promising Moses to bless the 
wine of the Jewish people; in Deut. xi, 14, 
God promises rain to help out the wine crop ; 
again (ib. xiv, 26.) the command is given to 
buy wine and strong drink and drink it; in 
xv, 14, the ‘‘ fruit of the wirie-press" is to be 
given liberally as a blessing, and in xxviii, 39, 
the prohibitory doctrin is set forth as a curse, 
as also in verse 51, where wine is to be taken 
away as a punishment for disobedience. 

In Judges ix, 18, it appears that God him- 
self drinks more or less and feels it; and 
David, the man after God’s own heart, dealt 
out wine, according to 2 Sam. vi, 19, to men 
and women; the same book, xvi, 2, says that 
wine exists ‘‘ that such as faint in the wilder- 
ness may: drink.” Solomon, according to 2 
Chron. ii, 10, when he decided to build a 
house for the Lord, promised to pay for the 
labor in wine among other things. 

In Ps. civ, 15, we are informed that '* wine 
maketh glad the heart of man," and that the 
Lord is in the wine business. In Prov. iii, 
10, abundance of wine is promised as a bless- 
ing, and in xxxi, 6, 7, is found the famous 
quotation: '' Giv strong drink unto him that 
is ready to perish, and wine unto those that 
be of heavy heart. Let him drink and forget 


his poverty, and remember his misery no: 


more.” 

“ Drink thy wine with a merry heart,” is a 
quotation from Eccl. ix, 7; and the author 
discovers the earliest mention of milk punch 
in the Song of Solomon v, 1: “ I hav churned 
my wine with my milk; eat, friends, drink, 
yea, drink abundantly, O believers." Pass- 
ing over a number of texts, all showing that 
wine was regarded as an article of luxury to 
be freely partaken of by the righteous and 
withheld from the unrighteous as a punish- 
ment, we come to the familiar passage in Isa. 
lv, 1, ** Ho, every one that thirsteth, 
come buy wine and milk, without money and 
without price.” 

In Jer. xxxi, 12, the goodness of the Lord 
for his provision of wine is to be sung. Wine 
is placed in the list of blessiugs in Jer. xl, 10, 
xlviii, 38, and in Dan. i, 5, it is spoken of as 
‘‘nourishing.” God threatens to take away 
his wine as a punishment, Hosea ii, 8, 9; ix, 
2. In Joel i, 5, drunkards and priests and 
ministers of the altar are commanded to 
awake and ‘‘howl” because the new wine 
and the drink offering is cut off, but later 
the howling should cease because ** themoun- 
tains shall drop down new wine,” according 
to Joel iii, 18. In Amos ix, 14, the Lord 
commands the making and drinking of wine, 
or prophetically says, ‘They shall drink.” 

The destruction of wine is continually 
threatened as a punishment (as is also the de- 
struction of corn and oi)),.and its restoration 
promised as a blessing. See Mich. Yi, 15; 
Zeph. i, 18; Zech. ix, 17. 

In the New Testament the wine business 
seems to hav been respected. In Luke vii, 
83-35, we read that the son of man. came 
drinking, and was pointed out as a wincbib- 
ber, a friend of publicans and sinners. “ Here 
was his opportunity,” says the author, ‘to 


condemn the drinking of wine, to speak for 
that which is now called temperance; ‘but 
from his lips fell no word of warning; to 
those gathered about him he said nothing in 
favor of the great reform which Christians of 
to-day, falsely assuming to speak in his name, 
declare finds its sanction and inspiration, its 
bulwark and tower of defense, in the Bible.” 

The good Samaritan (Luke x, 34) had a 
supply of wine with him. Jesus, according 
to John ii, 8-11, made wine at a feast by mira- 
cle to ‘‘ manifest forth his glory,” and when 
he came again into Cana he repeated the per- 
formance (John iv, 46). Finally we come to 
the passage in 1 Timothy v, 28, '* Drink no 
longer water, but use a little wine for the 
stomach’s sake and thine often infirmities.” 
And to show at what complete variance is the 
Bible with prohibition, Col. ii, 16 is quoted: 
** Let no man therefore judge you in meat or 
in drink, or in respect of a holy day, or of the 
new moon, or of the Sabbath days.” 

List C., covering eight pages, givs passages 
conditionally condemning the use of wine 
upon certain occasions by certain persons. 
Luxe x, 9-11, forbids the priests to drink 
wine when in the tabernacle; forbids com- 
munion wine as well. Num. vi, 8, 20, forbid 
and permit the drinking of wine. Judges 
xiii, 4, warns a woman against wine-drinking 
and the eating of ‘‘unclean” things now 
freely eaten. Prov. xxxi, 4, 5, tells kings 
and princes not to drink wine lest they for- 
get the law. Eccl. ii, 8, and Isa. v, 11, are 
quoted with comments that show the inhibi- 
tion to hav been against excessiv drinking, 
and verses 8 and 10 show that failure of the 
vintage was threatened as a punishment, as 
usua]. f 

In Jer. xxxv, 6, the Rechabites abstained 
from wine because their father commanded, 
“Ye' shall drink no wine, neither ye nor 
your sons forever,” but for the same reason 
they would neither build houses nor sow seed 
—verses 7, 8, 9, 10. ‘Is living in a house 
and planting seed equally wrong with plant- 
ing vinyards and drinking wine ?” queries the 
author. 

Daniel would not drink the king’s wine nor 
eat the king’s meat—because it was the 
king's. He went without wine for ‘three 
whole weeks” (Dan. x, 3). Joel iii, 8, speaks 
of selling a girl for wine; Rom. xiv, 21, says 
it is not good to eat flesh or drink wine; Eph. 
v, 18, says, "Be not drunk with wine, 
wherein is. excess ;” 1 -Timothy iii, 3, says 
the deacons must not be ‘‘ given much to 
wine,” or filthy lucre, or lying! 1 Peter iv, 8, 
speaks of ‘‘excess of wine.” In conclusion 
the author says of this list: ‘‘ The condemna- 


tion, where there is any, is of its excessiv use, 


and especially of its excessiv use by the 
priests when engaged in the duties of the 
altar.” 

List D contains passages which incidentally 
mention the use of wine and strong drink 
without condemging or commending them, 
which ** amounts really to the sanction and 
authorization of their use."  Melchizedek, 
who was priest of the most high God, 
* brought forth bread and wine" (see Gen. 
xiv, 18). Lot got very drunk without re- 
buke, according to Gen. xix, 31-36. 


List E is devoted to passages showing that 
scripture wine did intoxicate. This is largely 
a repetition of List D. Gen. ix, 21, shows 
Noah drunk on wine. Lot (Gen. xix, 31-36) 
was made drunk by his daughters, who ap- 
parently knew that. Bible wine was intoxicat- 
ing. About thirty texts are referred to, show- 
ing beyond possibility of doubt that the wine 
of the scriptures was an intoxicating liquor. 

It may be well to mention that Mr. Walker 
is himself a total abstainer and an advocate 
of the strictest temperance. He simply un- 
dertakes to show, and succeeds perfectly, that 
the claim that the Bible is the great bulwark 
of temperance is absurdly false. In conclu- 
sion he says: ''There are but a very few 
passages, none of which are found inthe New 
Testament, which condemn the use of intoxi- 
cants; more than five times as many encour- 
age or enjoin their use; a few condemn the 
use of wine on stated occasions, by certain 
persons, or in excess, while a large number of 
other passages make mention of its use as a 
matter of course, and with no hint of censure 
or of its evil effects; and, finally, there is 
nothing found in the Bible which supports 
the assumption that Bible wine was not in- 
toxicating.” 

We heartily commend this pamphlet to the 
ladies of the Woman’s Christian Temperance 
Union in this and other places, and to minis- 
ters of the gospel who hav imposed upon 
themselvs or are imposing upon others the 
notion that the Bible is a temperance book. 
Ten cents sent to the Truth Seeker Publishing 


Co., 88 Clinton Place. New York, for ‘‘ Bible 
Temperance,” by Edwiu C. Walker,: will 
bring ten times its worth of iuformation to all 
who are interested in this prominent modern 
phase of the temperance question.— Winsted 
Press. i 


A 
NEW ENGLAND 


Freethinkers Con- 
vention 3 


WILL BE HELD AT 


PAINE MEMORIAL, BOSTON, 
January 29th and 30:h, 1887, 


To which all Liberals are Cordially 
Invited. 


Good Speakers, Good Mu- 
Sic, and a Good Time 
will be had. 


ma COM E!.s 


DID JESUS CHRIST RISE FROM 
THE DEAD? * 
The Hwidences for the Resurrection Tried 
and Found Wanting. 
By Saladin. 


PRICE, - 25 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Infidel Death Beds. 


By G. W. FOOTE. 
Price, - - - - 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE AGNOSTIC ANNUAL, 


1887 
Edited by CHARLES ALBERT WATTS. 


CONTENTS: . 

The Modesty of Agnosticism, by E. Lynn Lin- 
ton.—Morality and Theology, by Charles Watts.— 
Agnosticism in the Churches, by K. Bithell, B S0., 
Pn.D.—Heligious Poetry, by Robert Aitken.— 
The Vocabulary of Agnosticism. by Albert Sim- 
mons (Ignotus).—Man the '* Creator” of the Uui- 
verse. by W. Srewart Ross (Saladin).—Conceruing 
the Counterfe't Spiritual, by G. M. McC.— l'he Bi- 
ble, by H. J. Hardwicke, M, D., F.R.C.8.—My Kin- 
dred: A Poem, by Wm. Maccail.—Darwin and 
Evolution, by Winifred Lady Robiuson.—The 
* Quality " of Morals, by W. A. Leonard. 


Price, 25 Cenis. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


HISTORY 
OF THE 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
f Of Europe. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 
i Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3. 
83 Clinton Pl.. New York city 


GOD AND HIS BOOK. 


THE BIBLE: WHERE DID WE GET IT 
AND WHAT IS IT? 


By SALADIN, editor of the London ‘Secular 
Review.” 
Issued in six parts. Four parts now ready. Price 
25 cents each. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER offine. 
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WORKS OF 0. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 


Christianity a Reward for Crime. 
Authenticated by the Bible. 


Paper; 12mo, 29 pages, - - - 10c. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 


Paper, 12mo, 47 pages," - - - Be. 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 25c. 


A Masonic Vindication of Right. 
A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 36 pages, A T 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
83 Minton PI . New York 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Thongh 
anonymous, itis now known to be the work of 
H. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. 


16c. 


THE TRUHT SEEK 


ER, JANUARY 15, 


1887. 
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Ingersolls Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 


In five lectures, comprising, "The Gods,” 
^ Humboldt," * Thomas Paine,” “ Individual- 
ity,” and ** Heretics and Heresies,” 

The Ghosts Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: * The Ghosts;” “ Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” “The Declaration of In- 
depende nue "About Farming in Illinois," 
t The Grant Banquet,” “The Rev. Alexander 
Clark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25, 


Interviews on Talmage, Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


- per, 25 cents. 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 


Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah S. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
Orthodoxy. 56 pages, l2mo, paper, 
10 cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
his makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor a the San Franciscan, 5 cents; 50 

. cents per dozen: copies, $1; 100 i . 
. Millions of these Should be "ureuiatedr 7 " 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G, Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 


Address on ‘the Civit Rights Bill. 


Large sıze octavo, paper, 10 cents. 


Ingersol Ps Lectures Complete. 

ound in one volume, To meet the demand 
for Mr, Ingersoli's works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on “ Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 


price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 
Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s “Tribute to 
8 Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 
“Little Harry Miller's Grave,” that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, ihlu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
to any address, for 50cts, or either one for 16cts. 


Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book isa gem. It is a model in every re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. _it contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated ‘‘ Decoration Day Oration,” never be~ 
fore published, and all the famous “ tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versations of the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. l 
purpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 

ac simile, has been prepared especially for 1t. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and nide, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turke 
- rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in fi 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


The Busts of Voitaire, Paine, and 


Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 


life, price, $1.50 each. Every admirer of these 
apostles of Religious Liberty should hav them, 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 


panel, 10%x17, $3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 
cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


mo- 
tree 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 

By Geo. M. Davenrort. This isa little book— 
a pamphlet of 32 well-tilled pages, costing only 
* a quarter," but as full of meat as an egg. Itis 
well called “practical,” for we find nothing un- 
practical init. Hens, du um ween, and turkeys. 
are particularly discussed and their economical 
breeding and keeping treated of. There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in ali, it is a very useful addition to 
the poultry literature of the day. 

TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
33 Olinton Place, New York. 


BOOKS UN MEDICAL AND SUUIAL 
`- SUBJECTS: 

PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 

MON SENSE, By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 

some 1Xhno volume of a dion pages, fully 


illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in ish or German 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. 


SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B. Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 


SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of “Science iu Story.”) 50 cents. 


HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam- 
phlets). By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: " Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, advocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well. By mail, 10 cents each. 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphiets). **TheLaw 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages, cloth 
bound, $2; '" Heredity,” by Loring Moo y, 159 

ages, cloth, scents; * The Law of Heredity,” by 
E H. Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; “‘ Generation before Regen- 
eration,” by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 10. cents; ** Re- 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
p E 3 Lind nnum ene of the 

nstitute of Heredity,May 29, cents. 
drann 7 F TRUTH AFRKER. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


OR, 


The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


BY 
H. J. SEIGNEURET, 
i Secularist. 
Price, -< e -e = 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


9 . 
Ingersoll’s Tributes. 
REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
Printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: 

The Vision of War, 
Tribnte to his Brother, 
The Grant Banqnet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller's Grave. 

The price of these heretofore has been $1. We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

88 Clinton Pl., New York. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Haact Ratios in Its 


Acquirement and Apportionment. 
By J. K. INGALLS. 


CONTENTS: Economic Schools: a brief re- 
view of their Origin and Growth; Rise and 


Growth of Capitahsm; Unearned Increase: 


profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 


bible Temperance: 


LIQUOR DRINKING 


Commended, Defended, and Erjoined 
by the Bible. 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


This is a companion book to Remsburg's ** Bible 
Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents. : 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. - 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
88 Clinton Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


Wages; Private and Social Wealth; Land Own- 
ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
the Productiv Factors; Partnership and Co-op- 


To help it serve this | 


eration; Law of Coutraets; Money and Credit; 


Of Value or Economic Ratios; Taxation as a 
Remedy; Reforms, nct Remedies; Suggestions 


to Legislators; Conclusion. . 
Price, Cloth, $1 00, . 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Clinton Place, New. York. 


RATLONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future 


Republic of North America. 


BY A CAPITALIST, 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty; vice, and crime. It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
t Y how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remedy, the author thinks, is in communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of the funis 
when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
The book is vigorously 


their imperfections, and showin 


Republic of North America, as it will be 

Rational Communism. 

and interestingly written. 
Paper.50c; cioth. $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
38 Clinton Place. New York. 


A STUDY 
PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 


BY LEWIS C. JANES. 

This Book treats of the natural evolution of the 
Christian religion, its historical antecedents in 
Palestinian Judaism and Roman Paganism ; in- 
yestigates the history of the founder of Christian- 
ity in the light of the latest scientific criticism of 
the New Testament; shows that the true story of 
ihe Man Jesus, and his genuin teachings aré 
separable from the later legendary accretions 
which hav confounded him with the mythical 
Christ,and traces the natural development of 
Christian dogma and ecclesiastical institutions. 
Complete references and full index.  $820pp. 8vo, 
cloth, gilt top. Price $1.50. 

Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office. 


SACRED MYSTERIES 
AMONG THE 
Mayas and tne Quiches 11,500 
Years Ago. 


ORIGIN OF THE BIBLICAL MYTH 


By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. 
Ilustrated. Price, $2.50. 
For Bale at this office. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


OR, 


Men or Busnrass Wao Dip SoweTHING BESIDES 
MAKING ONEY. 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 
BY JANES PARTON. 


This book contains 400 pages, plainly printed, 

treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 

helped the world; together with eight portraits. 

Mr. Parton's works need no commendation. They 
are standard. . 
Price, - - - = - $1295. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
33 Clinton Plana. New York — 


Sabhath-Breakine: 


BY J. E. REMSBURG. 
Author of “False Claims,” “Bible 
: Morals,” Ete. l 


The best and most thorough work ever written 
on the Bunday Question from a rational point of 
view. 

Large an? Handsome Print. 
25 cents. 


CCPIES - - 
Binoe ^ $1.00. 


Six Corrzs, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
88 Olinton Place, New York. 


VOLT AIBE S. ROMANCES, 


CONTENTS : 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.—Zadig ; 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princess 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowns. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas.— 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the te. 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato's Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid paper. With 67 
engravings. Price, cloth, bevele: oards, $2,00. 
Hut calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
88 Clinton Place, New York. 


The Secret of the East ; 


OR, 


The Origin of the Christian Religion 
and the Signifleanee of its 
Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Price. $1.00. For sale at this ofice. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 


The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 
written Radicalromance. By Win McDonne 
anthor of Exeter Hall, Family Oreeds, Day of 

st, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents: cloth, $1.25. 


Exeter Hall. * One of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Foual to 
George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story.. From the London edition. By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 

cents. 


All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
Miss Susan H. Wixon. “The great charm of 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 

ct to find, in such a marked degree, even 

rom 80 gifted & pen as that of Miss Wixon, 

whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 

most readers in the Freethought ranks." Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Oloth, $1.25. For Bale at this Office. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. e Only Ilustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children's Story-Book everissued. 66full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heavy 
toned paper, broad margins, illuminated 

covers ; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 


Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 

e Young Folks. By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 

Seeond edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued at a reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very 
much to the value of the volume. 

By 


Tae Youth’s Liberal Guide. 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M. Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims at the education of youth in the 

rinciples of Freethought, at the same time 

That ib inculcates moral dues and sone 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason an 
common Sense. Address THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 
vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions 
with numerong up ee E and citations, that 
are contradicted in terms by the same 
Ha other propositions in the same book. Price 

cen: 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 957 
meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on rehgious and social questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience, N.B.—Trut& 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates. 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


. Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write. 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Earl 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By 
Boze. Price, 25 cents. 


Wm. HENRY 
For sale at this office, 


is a regularly educat- 
ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, and 
the most successful, 
as him practice 
rove, Givs cheer and 
hope to the aflicted 
ysaying and proving 
that. SPERMATOR- 
RH(EA and IMPO- 
TENCY as the result 
of self. abuse in youth 
and sexual excesses 
in maturer years, 
causine night emis- 
sions by dreams, loss 
of sexua) power, ren- 
dering marriage im- 
proper aud unhappy, 
etc., can be cured 
. ,. ,, Permanently by an 
outside application in sixty days. No failure iu 
any case. . p 
It isone of Dr. Fellows’s valuable discoveries, 
‘which is entirely unknown to the medical profes- 
sion. Iti a medicin to be applied externally on 
the parts affected. by pad and bandage, which 
cures by absorption, and which is the only reliable 
method f curing Seminal Weakness and Loss of 
exual Power. j . 
li Send five 9-cent stamn: for his book “ Private 
Counselor," telling all ahout the disease, and the 
externa! cure, «ith evidences of success, Address 
Dr. R. P. FELLOWS, Vineland, N. J , and say 
where you 8aw this advertisment. 


g- Dr. Fellows begs leave to state that he ig 
an Infidelof the most pronounced character. 


i rt e. — E 
‘‘SHOPPEL’S MODERN HOUSES” No. 8. 
(Just Published, July 1, 1880) CONTAINS: 

A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. . 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces, for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for putting them together. 

While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. Itis,in fact,a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
mont popular designs, s0 exact that it is useful to 

uilders, . 

55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 

$500 to $15,000). 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1 New Design for a Chapel. . 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 
(by Maria Parloa) nnd a perfect Cistern, 

An Article on Villa Park Associations. 

Sent, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE, $1. 
Address 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASSO'N. 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other haz 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copics, 80 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish that the friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 

From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION. 

A most powerfully written book,—Pnt!a. Record. 
This Book is not a Book! It is a Deed and 
thoge who oppose it will prove that they fear it.— 


News. Price, 50 cents. 
Vienna NA Adress THE TRUTH SEEKER ÇO., 
33 Clinton Pl.. New York. 


The Biblo Analyzed 


John R. Keko, A.M. 
CONTENTS: EN 

Testament.—The New Testament. The 
une Old The Delgo. Ehe Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles cf the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
the Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 
DT octavo, 833 pp., Splendidly executed. Sent 
by mail, post paid. ce, $3.00. 
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dilews of the Week, 


Parson GoopxLL returned to his pulpit in | 


Providence last Sunday after an absence of 
five months, and in a prelude to his sermon 
declared to a sympathizing congregation his 
innocence of the scandalous things charged to 
him. 


PRESIDENT CLEVELAND 
is getting better. 


THE ORDER OF CREATION, 


Gladstone, | Huxley, Muller. 
Linton, seville, i 


| CONTENTS: 


I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. ByHon. 
, E. Gladstone, y 
II. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 
preters of Nature. By Prof, T. H. Huxley. 
1. Postsoript to Solar Myths. By Prof. Max 


uller. i 


On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
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i IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for & Fair Trial. 


By Hon, W. E. Gladstone. 


` Y. Dawn. of. Creation. An Answer to Mr. Glad- 


stone, By Albert Reville, D.D. 
| VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. By Prof. T. H. 


. Huxley. : 
VI. A Frotest anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
on 


This is a new book and contains the latest discus- 
sion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of the 


Thought. : 


Gems of 


Our race is as susceptible of improvement as the 
‘races of any ef the animals below us. If it is 
found possible to spend time, care, and expense in 
improving the breeds of horses, cattle, sheep, and 


participants are a guarantee of its ahle character. | swine, is it not vastly more important to hava 


Price, paper, 59 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO 


33 Clinton Pl, New York 


care for securing a Vigorous, healthful, and long 
lived progeny 1—D. M. Bennett. 


Tur religious demand of to-day is religious 
truth, and men who dare 
speak it. Better that the 


Dr. MoGzYNN has ex- 
pressed his determina. 


truth should sever the 


tion not to go to Rome. 


A STRIKE among coal- 
handlers has caused a 
stringency in ceal in this 


church than thatlies should 
be told to keep it together. 


the truth would prove 


everything that we Dow 


vicinity. 
Ir is reported that the 
Socialists hav captured 


all the offices in the Chi- 
cago trades assembly. 


Jupex  PioxEkTT, of. 
New Haven, Conn., has 
fined an employer $50 
for blacklisting work- 
men. 


Henry Warp Bxxon- 
EB's son, Herbert, has 
been appointed special 
agent of the United 
States treasury. 


Josera Tosso, the man 
who composed the ** Ar- 
kansaw Traveler,” died 
at Covington, Ky., last 
week, aged 85. 


Four young men hav 
just suffered the death 
penalty by hanging in 
Sydney, New South 
Wales, for assaulting a 
servant girl. 


TwENTY-SEVEN lives 
were lost Jast week by 
the wrecking of the German ship Elizabeth, 
near Cape Henry, Va. A dozen or more 
bodies hav been recovered. Twenty-one of 
the crew of the Harvey Mills were lost in the 
foundering of that ship between San Fran- 
cisco and Seattle, W. T. 


warrior, of Pittsfield, Mass., was brought into 
court the other day charged with threatening 
to kill his wife. : | 


Joun Roao0H, the shipbuilder, died last 
Monday of cancer of the tongue similar to 
that which caused the death of General Grant. 
Mr. Roach, it is said, never used tobacco. 


A MONKEY was the first comer at a leading 
church in Providence, when it was opened 
last Sunday for morning service, and there 
was considerable of a time in getting him out. 


A TERRIBLE railroad accident was caused 
on the 4th by the collision of a passenger and 
freight train near Tiffin, O. Sixteen passen- 
gers were burnt to death by the cars taking 
fire from a stove. : 


Warnines against the custom of praying 
and otherwise worrying the Almighty are 
growing more terrible every day. On Jan. 
4th Miss Kate Nicholson, of Maysville, Ky., 
while preparing to retire at night, knelt in 
front of the grate to say her prayers. Her 
clothes caught fire and she was burnt to 
death. 


Gen. W. S. Surra, the hero of the cavalry 
charge on Mobile, mct the Rev. Mr. Booth, 
of Buffalo, on a Niagara Falls train, one day 
last week, and grabbed him by the throat. 
The men were separated, but met again, and 
the general drew a pistol on the clergyman. 
Peace was again restored by timely interfer- 
ence. General Smith charges Rev. Mr. Booth 
with ministerial attentions to Mrs. Smith. 


AxTHoNY Comsrooxr recently seized a big 
squash in the window of a Harlem clothing 
store, and charged the owners of the squash 
with violating the lottery laws. "They had 
offered a gold watch and chain to the cus- 
tomer who should come nearest to guessing 
the number of seeds in the squash. Justice 
Welde has decided that the squash has eom- 
mitted no offense, and its owners were dis- 
missed. The squash was returned to them, 
and four stalwart negroes wrapped it in the 
Stars and Stripes and bore it back to the 
store on a litter. A brass band preceded the 
squash through the streets. The question of 
the number of seeds has been resumed. 


Zz iy 


Odds and Ends. 


TENNYSON was onc 
poetless peer. 


Apam, in Eden's Garden, was by heaven 
In restful slumber cast; 

Then woke, and lo! a wife was to him given; 
That first rest was his last. 


A BACdFLOR, upon reading tbat *' two lovers will 
sit np all night with only one chair in the room,” 


_Said it could not be done, unless one of them sat 


on thefloor. Such ignorance is positivly shameful. 

Gus: “Isee that the queen has forbidden the 
admission into the household of Windsor Castle of 
all newspapers containing reports of the Campbell 
divorce case.” Jack: “Yes, I suppose she thinks 
they might poison the moral sensibilities of the 
prince," 

THE ministers who oppose the ballet do so upon 
principles of humanity. It is cruel to expose so 
many girla of sixty years of age and upward to 
the draughts of the stage, with such slight protec- 
tion against lumbago, rheumatism, and sciatica as 
they wear. » 

“Tue great trouble with you, John, is,” said a 
lady to her husband, who was suffering from the 
effects of the night before; ** you cannot say ‘No.’ 
Learn to say ‘No,’ John, and you will hav fewer : 
headaches. Can you let me hav a little money this 
morning?” “No,” said John, with apparent ease. 


THE news editor prepared an article in which he 
said: '*Mr. Dash is hopelessly ill.” Before going 
to press Mr. Dash died, and & hasty alteration was 
made in the sentence to meet the new condition 
of affairs. When Mr. Dash’s friends read in their 
paper that ' Mr. Dash is hopelessly dead,” tL&y 
were naturally skocked. 


Tue Salvation Army in Portland, Oregon, held 
service in the jail there on a recent Sunday; and 
the leader told such a startling story of his wick- 
edness before he joined the army, that, after the 
performance was over, one of the convicts said, 
“The lamp can now be extinguished; the vilest 
sinner has returned.” 


DiSHEARTENED missionary, returning to his field 
after years of absence: “Oh, unhappy man, you 
hav lapsed into error and darkness and paganism 
again!" Chief heathen, apologetically : ** Well, 
you see, after you went away a Catholic mission- 
ary came along and told us the bad place was full 
of Methodists, and so he scared us into commun- 
jon; then he went away and a Presbyterian came 
along and waked us up on regeneration, adoption 
and election, and we joined his church; then an 
Episcopalian came and we burnt our Westmins- 
ters and stocked up on prayer-books; then he left, 
and a Baptist landed and walked us into the 
water and baptized us right, and we'd just about 
got settled when a New Congregationalist came 
over and told us that so long as we were heathens 
we had a dead sure thing of going to heaven; but 
if we became Christians we had to walk mighty 
straight or go to the everlasting bonfire. So we 


DID NOAH AND FAMILY EAT BUGS AND REPTILS? 
Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even as the green herb hav I given you all things.—Gen. ix, 8. 


e a peerless poet. Now he is a | Chicago the other day,” he remarked to old Abra- 

hams yesterday. *'Vhell, dot doan’ signify noth” 
! THe congregation were singing “I would not |iD&%, does shé?” ‘Yes, but he was charged with 
Bria.-Gzn. Marvin LUBE, aSalvation Army liv always, I ask not to stay," when lightning | 2T800- 


truck the church steeple and the ble bi ap amoun 
p Porto e egan. | oudt of it Ihaf a letter in my pocket, written two 


weeks ago, in which he save it vhas all fixed up for 
his wife to set der place on fire while he vhas off to 


hold holy and sacred to be 
falee and base, we must 
still say, Let us hav the 
truth I—L. K. Washburn. 


ate him up, burnt our Bibles, and resumed busi- 
ness at the old stand. Boys, put the par«on in the 
cage and fat him up for Thanksgiving day." 


“Iser that your brother Moses was arrested in 


That's a serious offense." ‘Dot doan’ 
t toshucks! To show you how eas¥he get 


his lodge. All I hat to do to clear Moses is to send 
on dot letter.” 


AN estimable old sheep-raiser of Vermont, 
though a church-member and a deacon, was sadly 
addicted to the ardent. He was induced by 
the reform committee of the local church to 
take the abstaining pledge, subject only to the 
sheep-washing periods, during which tasking 
times it was deemed essential to allow of some 
stimulant. But matters did not seem to mend 
with the worthy deacon very much and the com- 
mittee paid another remonstrating visit after a 
while, when they found him ın a woeful state of 
intoxication. “You see that 'ere sheep?” he 
asked, pointing to a dejected looking Cotswold; 
“that’s (hic) cleanest sheep in Vermont; wash him 
every fifteen minutes.” 


Tue unlucky Tom-tit : A certain Tom-tit, feeling 
bimself somewhat swelled up by the salubrious- 
ness of a fine large October morning, thought he 
would go ahead and puff out his plumage to such 
&n inordinate extent that his fellow-tits would 
mistake him for an owl; and, scurrying away, 
afford him much amusement of a refined and in- 
tellectual character. His little racket would hav 
worked all right, had it not happened that, just as 
he was indulging in the preliminary chuckles over 
his success in frightening his comrades, a Phila- 
deiphia gunner came along, and, mistaking him 
for a partridge, bowled him over without further 
ceremony. Moral: This fable teaches that safety 
does not necessarily lie in insignificance, unless 
the latter receives the undivided attention of the 
individual. : 


BIBLE MYTHS 


AND THEIR 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


Being a Comparison of the Old and New 2 
ment Myths and Miracles with those ore 
heathen nations of Antiquity, Con- 


sidering also their Origin 
and Meaning. With 
numerous illus- e 
trations, 


The objectof the work 18 to point out the myth 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound 
to show that they were held in common with othe 
uations; and then trace them to their evident ori 
gin and explain their meaning. 

“Tt is unquestionable true That the results ofa 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else so accessible as they are now made 
n the work before us.”—N. Y. Sun. 
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To a believer in Christian- 
ity nothing seems so like a 
special act of providence as: 
the preparation made for 
the coming of Christianity 
through the preceding 
events in the history of 
Greece and Rome. To a 
believer in Christianity, I 
say, it seems 80, But those 
who do not believe in 
Christianity say, “ Yes, that 
is the true account of the 

matter, Christianity arose 

from a happy confiuence of 
the Greek and Roman with 
the Hebrew civilization. 
This is the source of that 
excellence you call divine.” 
—Goldwin Smith's Study of 
History. 


Tur ability to think is 
never found except as an 
ability of animal organiza- 
tion, and the ability is al- 
ways found higher or lower 
as the organization is high- 
er or lower. The exercise 
of this ability varies in 
childhood, youth, prime, 
and old age, and is pro- 
moted or hindered by cli- 
mate, food, and mode of 
Jife, yet the orthodox main- 
tainers of. * soul” require 
us to beheve that the abil- 
ity to think might be found without animal or- 
ganization, and might, nay, will exist in depend- 
ent of all vital conditions. They contend that 
what they call the “soul” will liv when the human 
being has ceased toliv; but they do not explain 
whether it did liv before the human being began 
toliv. The orthodox contend that as what they 
call the elementary substances, taken separately, 
do not think, therefore man without a “soul” 
cannot think, and that as man does think he must 
hava soul. This argument,if vahd at all, goes 
much too far. A trout thinks, a carp thinks, a rat 
hinke, a horse thinks, and by parity of reasoning, 
all these animals should hav immortal souls.— . 
Bradlough’s Has Man a Soul? . 

THE spell of sanctity once broken, the Bible once 
approached, examined, aud studied, as other 
books, an analogous result has followed. The 
critio has approached tenderly and respectfully, 
but the approach at all impiies an assumption of a 
right to question the supernatural character of 
the object of his investigat'on. Certainty passes 
into probability, and the difference between cer- 
tainty and probability is not in degree but in 
kind. A human witness is substituted for a 
divine witness, and faith is changed into opinion. 
The authority of the translation was the first to be 
shaken. Then variation in the manuscmpts de- 
stroyed the confidence in the original text. If the 
original language was miraculously communicated 
there was & natural presumption that it would be 
miraculously preserved. It bad not been miracu- 
lously preserved, and the inference of doubt ex- 
tended backward on the inspiration.—Froude’s 
Science and Theology. 


Lert the young student but remember that truth 
can never contradict itself, and that a vigorous 
conflict between counter-claims can permanently 
injure only error. For what fails to survive the - 
tests of truth deserves to fall, even though it lac- 
erate our heart-strings to surrender it up.— 
Kadward K:bber, 


Iuav always found that the honest truth of our 
own mind has a certain attraction in it for every 
other mind that loves truth honestly.—Cariyle. 


Derartu is universal, Rich and poor, young and 
old, happy and sad; all go down before it and it 
asks no questions. It does not wait upon yourcon- 
vt nience or mine; it does not ask whether it is 
conferring a boon or wrecking a life; it goes right 
on, and all the arts of thousands of years hav not 
disarmed that old toe.—Frothingham’s Consolation 
of Rationatism. 


** Og," but they say to me, “you take away im- 
mortality." Idonot. If we are immortal itis a 
fact in nature, and we are not indebted to priests 
for it, nor to Bibles for it, and it cannot be de- 
stroyed by unbelief. As long as we love we will 
hope to liv, and when the one dies that we love we 
will say, ‘Oh, that we could meet again!" and 
whether we do or not it will not be the work of 
theology. It will bea factin nature. I would tot 
for my life destroy one star of human hope, but L 
wantit so that when a poor woman rocks the 
cradle and sings a lullaby to the dimpled dar'ing, 
she will not be compelled to believe that ninety- 
nine chances in a hundred she is raising kindling - 
wood for hell.—Ingersolt, ES 


| Bz not simply good; be good for something,— 
Thoreau, i 
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** His track I see, and I'll pursue."— O2 Hymn. 


diofes and Clippings. 


A Mam clergyman writes to a Portland 
newspaper to say that his salary has been cut 
down one-half because he voted for St. John. 


A MINISTER may occasionally be carried 
away with the inspiration of his theme, but 
he generally gets back in time to take up the 
collection. 


Joun Swinton enters his earnest protest 
against Heury George’s stirring up of the 
Catholic church. Michael Davitt also takes 
sides against George. 


A RELIGIOUS newspaper says that it does not 

seem to be quite the thing to depend on the 

' profanity of the passengers to keep the street 
cars hot in these cold days. 


OMAHA preachers are struggling with the 
question whether hell is larger than heaven 
or not. It is pleasant to note that the ques- 
tion is generally decided in the negativ. 


ComwsorENGE is said to be the voice of the 
soul, but it does not follow that the man 
whose sole squeaks all the way down the 
broad aisle has a troublesome conscience. 


Cuartes H. MoKenziz, who died in this 
city last week, was one of the ‘‘noble six 
hundred” who made the charge of the light 
brigade at Balaklava, of which Baron Tenny- 
son wrote when he was a poet. 

Tug most heavily endowed educational 
institutions in the United States are: Girard 
College, $10,000,000; Columbia, $5,000,000 ; 
Johns Hopkins, $4,000,000; Princeton, $3,500,- 
000; Lehigh, $1,800,000; Cornell, $1,400,- 
000. 


Last week the German Reichstag failed to 
pass & bill which Bismarck favored, and Bie- 
marck dissolved the parliament and sent the 
members home. <A new election will be had, 
and if Bismarck is again defeated it is be- 
lieved that something like a crisis will occur 
in German affairs. 


Auaust Spins, the condemned Anarchist, is 
to be married to Miss Van Zandt, who is said 
to be an estimable young woman. The gen- 
eral sentiment is that it would be in better 
taste for Mr. Spies to refrain from taking a 
wife just now. The prospect is that she 
would soon be a widow. 


A WRITER in one of the Washington Sunday 
papers calls the attention of the American 
Bible Society to the fact that he recently 
sought in vain to find a copy of the Bible in 
one of our largest federal buildings in the 
capital of the nation. He wants a few home 
missionaries sent into this field. 


A MAN who delights in calculations con- 
tributes this : ‘‘ If the immortal George Wash- 
ington, when he was forty-eight years of age, 
had stepped into a railroad office and pawned 
his little hatchet for a ticket to the planet 
Mars, he would at the rate of fifty miles an 
hour hav arrived there this year." 


Jupax Danrets, much to the delight of the 
labor reformers, has recently decided that the 
“ cornering " of food products by monopolists 
is a conspiracy punishable as a crime. Judge 
Daniels was & candidate for the Court of 
Appeals last fall and was defeated by the 
Labor vote, which, as is charged by John 


‘Swinton, was sold out to Peckham by a 


bargain between the Labor party leaders and 
the Irving Hall Democrats. Regret is now 


expressed that labor should hav opposed its 
friend; but politics seems to be politics the 
world over, whether it goes under one name 
or another. 


Tre Journalist does not giv the name of 
the hero of the following story, but it cannot 
be Dr. Buckley, for the Advocate office is 
nearly two miles from the Alderney Dairy: 
** The editor of one of the religious weeklies 
patronized the Alderney Dairy for ten days 
running last month. At his last visit, he 
called the waitress to him, drew a large hand- 
ful of money from his pocket, and remarking, 
‘You are a very faithful servant, young wo- 
man, and shall be rewarded,’ put some coin 
beneath his place. He ate his usual dinner 
of oatmeal, baked apples, milk and pie, and 
departed. Tho expectant waitress raised the 
plate and found two cents!” 


Ir is strange, says the editor of the Secular 
Review, what an intimate connection there is 
between bishops and brewers, how naturally 
the cathedral runs to drink, and what ‘‘ beauty 
of holiness” sits enshrined in the sublime al- 
literation, Bible and Beer, Gospel and Gin, 
Lush and Litany! The fact has lately been 
ascertained that the largest owners of gin- 
shops and beer-houses in London are its two 
cathedrals, St. Paul’s and Westminster Abbey. 
The bishop of London, it is said, in riding 
from his abode in St. James’s square to his 
official palace at Fulham, passes more than a 
hundred gin-shops built upon land belonging 
to the church. A writer in the Hzaminer 
says: ‘Some years ago, after residing three 
or four months in Scotland, I had occasion to 
visit several cathedral towns—Norwich, Peter- 
borough, and others. In the North I hardly 


found a person who could not read and 
write; in the cathedral towns I found very 
few who could.” According to general testi- 
mony, the inhabitants of cathedral towns are 
exceptionally ignorant and drunken. 


CONGRESSMAN GALLAGHAN, of the Pennsyl- 
vania legislature, has a queer reason for ob- 
jecting to prayers in Congress. In the House 
the other day he made a sensation at the open- 
ing session by moving that the custom of 
opening the House with prayer be dispensed 
with. Hesaid he did not make the motion 
because he was opposed to prayer. The 
legislature proposed to force upon the people 
a prohibition amendment to the Constitution, 
which would be an abomination in the sight 
of God, and it would be little less than sacri- 
legious to hav the proceedings of a body 
which proposed this opened with prayer. 
God had sanctified the use of wine, and it 
would be an abomination to abolish its use. 


Srx coal carrying corporations—the Phila- 
delphia & Reading, the Delaware & Hudson, 
the New Jersey Central, the Delaware, Lack- 
awanna & Western, the Lehigh & Wilkes- 
barre, and the Lake Erie & Western—hav 
combined to put up the price of coal and 
to put down the wages of the coal-handlers. 
These corporations control immense quan- 
tities of coal. Recently the coal-handlers 
hav struck, the coal supply has nearly 
stopped, and prices are something enormous. 
This &ction on the part of the monopolists 
furnishes to the Socialists a strong support 
for the argument that the state should own 
the coal fields, pay handlers living wages, 
and supply the consumers at the lowest 
possible rates. 
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Communications. 


Christian Absurdities. 


The money spent in the vain endeavor to get men 
to heaven would make all comfortable on earth. 

The Methodist society in twenty-six years has 
spent $19,000,000 on missionaries and for missionary 
purposes; so says the editor of the New York Jnde- 
pendent, while right under his nose to-day, in the 
same city, in four blocks are eight hundred destitute 
and starving people. i 

Trinity Church owns $15,000,000 worth of prop- 


erty, and derives an income therefrom of $400,000 a 


year. Nine million dollars’ worth of this property is 
exempt from taxation. Some of the most disrepu- 
table places in the city of New York, according to 
report, are owned by the Trinity Corporation. 
About a year ago a committee was appointed to 
examine into the condition of tenement houses in the 


city. In their report, Jan. 6th, Dr. Gunn, chairman 


of the committee, said that among the tenement 
classes, Trinity Church had the reputation of being 
the meanest landlord in the city. He says he found 
halls covered with filth from overflowed closets. In 
one instance he found a cellar covered with filth a 
foot deep, from a broken sewer pipe. Dr. Gunn says 
it is the policy of the church never to repair a build- 
ing until no one, however wretched, can live in it. 
Yet Trinity, like other churches, spends vast sums 
for missionary purposes. . 

Oh, how long will the people be deceived! Can 
not anyone see that the churches are not founded on 
the principles of humanity? Cannot anyone see that 
the missionary is not moved by the lofty desire of 
taking the poor and ignorant by the hand and lead- 
ing them up to a nobler manhood and a higher civ- 
ilization, but by the groveling and ignoble device of 
adding numbers and power to the church? . For this 
the missionary is hired. And yet the Christian must 
eat the broken body and drink the blood of. his 
savior, and wear a long face, to let you know that, his 
kingdom is not of this world. 

Did a long puritanical face ever get anyone to 
heaven?. Do the clanging of bells, and forms. and 
ceremonies, have an upward tendency? Must a man 
wade through fountains of blood, and be splashed 
under water, to win a white robe and golden crown? 


Must a man turn cannibal, and eat the body and 


drink the blood of a mari who died eighteen hundred 

. years ago, in order to be saved? Must a man believe 
in an old book written by semi-barbarians, abounding 
in tales and fables, and filled with obscenity and ab- 
surdities—with all manner of nastiness and impossi- 
bilities—in order to secure a through-ticket to the 
New Jerusalem? 

In order to secure heaven must a man wander 
through the earth enshrouded in gloom, and look as 
though he was struck with death? Judged by the 
sermons of fifty years ago, a smile would send a man 
to hell, and a dress finer than sack-cloth would cut 
off a woman's hope of heaven. There was. great 
danger of hell if everything was not as gloomy as the 
grave. 

If it.isn’t going to be a little cheery in heaven, I 
don’t want to go there. Ifa little fun on earth is 
going to send us all to hell, then hoorah for hell, say 
I. Let us make the most and the best of this life. 
This, to my mind, is the surest way to stave off hell, 
and the shortest route to heaven. Let us have a 
little of the sunshine of life, with smiles and joy and 
cheerfulness, while we may. z 

In the broad light of the nineteenth century ought 
we not now to begin to outgrow their superstition. 
But the moment you bring a man's superstition 
under the focus of common sense he begins to stare 
like a stuck pig. This is partly because he is afraid 
of hell, and partly because the priest has taught him 
that common sense will be at a discount in heaven. 

Nothing but gold will satisfy the Christian avarice 
here, and gold is to be the chief attraction in heaven. 
The streets of the New Jerusalem are to be paved 
with gold, and he is to have a golden harp. Then he 
is to have a white robe, and walk over the gold-paved 
streets, and twang his harp, throughout a never-end- 
ing eternity. The Christian declares that this is just 
to his taste; no change of dress, no change of occu- 
pation; never dreaming that this may grow just a 
little monotonous after fifteen or twenty thousand 
years. One would think that after one or two hun- 
dred thousand centuries he would joyfully glide into 

_the land of forgetfulness just for a change. Jewels 
and gems and gold would have no attractions for me, 
and I would much prefer my every-day clothes to 
white robes. And as for wings, I think they would 
be terribly in the way when I want to put on my 
overcoat. I am quite fond of music, but I think the 
eternal blare of a brass band, or any other kind of 
music, would become tedious after a while. 

What kind of companions would old Abraham and 
David and Solomon and Joshua make for such men 
‘a8 Emerson, Bryant, and Phillips? Who that has 
been put through the modern schools of civilization 

“would want to associate with old David and Joshua, 
splashed all over with human blood? ` 


_stained more or less with error. 


And then these men to have from fifty so a thou- 
sand fancy women, and some of the rest of us not to 
have any. Queer heaven that! I want to see all the 
women in heaven, and I want my choice among them 
all, and then I want to be the choice of the woman 
who is my choice. And then occasionally—if they 
could only stop the twang and bang of the harps for 
a little while—I would like to hear the innocent 
prattle of lovely children. And then, too, if there is 
to be anything like a perfect heaven, there must be 
some courtship going on. It would afford me a 
thousand times more delight to see a loving couple 
in some secluded nook making love, with the birds 
singing over their heads, than to see old David 
straddling round with his bloody clothes on. 


Oh, happy love! where love like this is found ! 
Oh, heart-felt raptures! bliss beyond compare! 
I’ve paced much this weary mortal round, 
And sage experience bids me thus declare: 
** If heaven a draught of heavenly pleasure spare, 
Our cordial in this melancholy vale, 
"Tis when a youthful, loving, modest pair 
In others’ arms breathe out the tender tale ` 
Beneath the milk-white thorn that scents the ev'ning gale." 


“Love rules the court, the camp, the grove, 
Love is heaven, and heaven is love," 


Yes, I have an idea to have anything like a toler- 
&ble heaven, there must bea great deal of love there: 
love of wife, love of children, love of friends—that 
is, if I consent to stay there. And with heaven full 
of love, whom will such bloody old tyrants as David 
and Joshua find to fight? : 

Now because I have no desire for the Christian’s 
heaven, and because I do not, fear his hell, he is 
anxious to have me wafted tothe most uncomfortable 
region that his imagination can paint for all eternity. 
This may be extremely orthodox, but it is very inhu- 
man. In some states I would be imprisoned. This 
shows that it is not policy to differ from a Christian. 
If one is in the state of Delaware or New Jersey, he 
had better get out before expressing an honest 
opinion. 

The Christian need not wonder that I have no 
taste for his society, nor any desire for his heaven. 
If a Christian should go into one of our large cities 
and open just such a heaven as is described in the 


‘New Testament, he could not loop in one out of a 
thousand, especially if there was a good minstrel 
: troupe on the next block. UM 


‘How long will the brains of men be muddled with 
such heavenly (or hellish) nonsense? The idea of 
divine inspiration, or that God has been in the book 
business, is exceedingly ridiculous. Still more ridic- 


ulous the idea of a class of men once existing who 


could. foretell coming events. But when the state- 


ment is made that & man wrote an account of his own 


death and burial, it would. seem that the very hight 
of absurdity had been reached. 

It is well understood by scientists that as we trace 
back the history of man he descends in the scale 
of civilization until he reaches a state of brutish 
ignorance. Hence it is but natural to suppose that 
the writings of three thousand years ago would be 
If the scientific 
attainments of that age be considered, it will be no 
surprise to find the writings of that age marred with 
the grossest conceptions. We must not wonder at 
the Mosaic account of creation. It was the nearest 
approach to science that they could make. 

‘When the last cloud of superstition is dispelled, we 
shall find that all the Bibles which hav ever been 
written refiect only the knowledge of the times in 
which they originated. Not one of the score of 
books claimed by different peoples as sacred rises 
above the ignorance and superstition of the age 
which gave it birth. Not one of them transcends 
the powers of the human intellect. The belief that 
those writings originated at the throne of God has 
had a blinding effect upon the minds of men. Be- 
cause the chains of superstition forged by these 
writings must be broken before men can outgrow 
the ignorance of these so-called sacred writers. And 
to-day we are struggling to free ourselves from the 
meshes of ignorance thrown over us three thousand 
years ago. 

There is no system of supernatural religion which 
will stand the full blaze of reason. Honest historical 
and strictly scientific tests would sweep them all 
from the face of the earth. Faithful historical 
records would show each and every one of them to 
be of human origin. 

The scientific delvers have brushed away the last 
vestige of the miraculous. Among scientists scarcely 
a man can be found who is considered sound by 
strictly orthodox men. The fall of man is not ac- 
cepted by men of scientific attainments. Mr. Beecher 
ridicules the idea. Man has occupied millions of 
years in his ascent from the most brutal savage up to 
his present condition. His fall has been gradually 
upward. The plan of salvation must follow the fate 
of the fall. 

Moreover, crucified saviors have been too plenty to 
give to any one particular significance. The story of 
Christ agrees so perfectly with the story of the 
Indian savior, Christna, as to leave no doubt of its 
borrowed origin. When two stories are told exactly 
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alike, it is reasonable to believe that the one has been 
copied from the other. If one story is many cent- 
uries older than the other, it is evident that the older 
was not borrowed from the later. l 

The Freethinker marvels at the stupidity of the 
Christian. Butit should be borne in mind that prob- 
ably as soon as he could talk he was taught to say 
his prayers, and the sacredness of the scriptures was 
firmly impressed upon his mind. Through years of 
Sabbath-school teaching, and by hundreds of sermons 
and exhortations, this idea has been ground into his 
very soul. And then it should be remembered: that 
the constitution of the mind is just as much inherited 
as the constitution of the body. And according to 
the rules of heredity, for centuries this idea has been 
wearing channels into the brain, widening and deep- 
ening as the generations have come and gone, until - 
finally men became so blinded by superstition that 
they tortured and murdered those who differed from 
them in opinion. Thousands have been hanged for 
the unmeaning crime of witchcraft, because people 
had been taught in an old book that they must not 
suffer a witch to live. The most cruel wars have 
been waged, and millions have been slain, because 
Christians believed that the most high God was 
tickled by blood-letting and throat-cutting.. For 
hundreds of years men were kept in the most besot- 
ted ignorance because they believed that the Bible 
contained all they ought to know. When these 
things are held up before the followers of the “ meek 
and lowly,” they say that Christianity is the hand- 
maid of learning, and that it never persecutes—that 
it is full of patience and long-suffering, that it upbraid- 
eth not, thinketh no evil, is full of love and charity ^ 
even unto the end. 

: If this is true, then there was no Christianity in the 
world for more than a thousand years. Was the In- 
quisition instituted by some power outside of Chris- 
tianity? Can what are known as the Dark Ages be 
attributed to anything but Christianity? During 
that time were there not the most terrible wars re- 
corded in history, and such tyranny and oppression 
as the world never saw before? For hundreds of’: 
years was it not death, and that by slow torture, to 
say.a word against the church? May the world’ 
never see the like again! 

I am glad that it is better now ; but it is not be- 
cause the church has reformed, but because she has . 
been crippled ; but she longs for her former strength. ` 
She still believes that there is no salvation except 
through blood. Allow her to get God into the Con- 
stitution, and to make Christ the supreme ruler of 
the country, and then see how long it will be before 
she will go back to her old tricks of making converts 
by the rack and thumb-screw. Allow me to say to 
every Liberal in this land that the battle has not been 
won as long as Christianity gives to men I EEEE 
place, and power. . Let every man stand upon his 
mental and moral worth. 

When men and women depend upon faith and 
prayer, and let people die without medical treatment, 
it shows that Christianity has not lost its blighting 
grip upon. the minds of the people, and that there: 
yet remains much for Liberals to do. When an old 
feeble woman past eighty is plunged through the ice 
into the water, when the mercury is below zero, and 
dies the same day from the exposure; when our 
asylums are peopled with Christian lunatics; when 
men and women turn cannibals and eat the body and 
drink the blood of their savior, it all goes to show 
that there is yet work for the lovers of freedom to do. 
Fifty years from now we shall make the Christian 
as much ashamed of these superstitions as he is now 
of the fiery hell and infant damnation of fifty years 
ago. 

S Fifty years from now religion will consist in doing 
good and making our fellow-beings happy. To-day. 
all the merit of the Christian religion lies in belief. 
No mat- 
ter about good works; you must believe. A more 
damnable doctrine was never taught. The Christian 
is sure he believes, and therefore he is as confident 
of heaven as though he held a full covenant deed of 
it, without being troubled about good works. 

Now,l want to show the Christian by his own ' 
standard, the New Testament, just what his chances 
of heaven are worth (Mark xvi, 16 to 19): * He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved ; he that be- 
lieveth not shall be damned. And these signs shall 
follow them that do believe: In my name shall they 
cast out devils ; they shall speak with new tongues ; 
they shall take up serpents, and if they drink any 
deadly thing it shall not hurt them; they shall lay 
hands on the sick and they shall recover.” 

Now, my dear Christian friend, step forward. In 
addition to a check which will secure for youa crown 
and a harp, I will give you one hundred dollars for 
the first lively, healthy, robust devil that you will 
cast out. If you have never learned anything but 
plain English, I will give you another hundred dol- 
lars if you will utter a few sentences in Greek, 
Hebrew, or Sanscrit. And if you will handle a good 
big rattlesnake without mittens you shall be rewarded 
with his rattles; they will prove a fine accompani- 
ment to your harp. Now, I will take a little strych- 
nine—just what will Jay on the point of a small pen. 
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knife—and drop it into alittle water. Don’t tremble 
now, becauseif you take it and pull through all right 
you will not only escape hell, but will secure heaven. 
Remember the promise in the New Testament, and 
down with it; if you have faith like a grain of mus- 
tard, there is not the least bit of danger. Webster 
says that to be sick is to be affected with any kind of 
disease. Now, most people die of some kind of dis- 
ease, But why should any one die of disease when 
the simple laying on of hands would cause one to 
recover ? : » 
Either there are no believers, or else the promise 
is not worth a penny whistle. Now, Christian, how 
is it? If you can’t heal the sick; you don't believe; 
you must go to hell sure. Allowing the promise to 
be good, and that every Christian is a believer, all 
the doctors’ diplomas in America would not be worth 
& rupee. * 
Unless these Christians are very great liars, they 
. are praying for my conversion every day. But is 
there a sane man who believes that any Christian can 
exhibit these signs any more thanI can? Conse- 
quently, his chances of heaven can be no better, and 
Iam nothing but a poor Infidel, whose oath would 
not be taken in a court of justice in some of the states 
in this Union, and who has been loaded with a 
thousand Christian curses. Joun Pecz. 
oO OO 


Has Christianity Benefited Woman?—II. 


But we find woman in the pagan countries of 
Egypt, Greece, and Rome not only regarded with 
hat respect and adoration due the weaker sex, but 
' having the opportunity of reaching the highest pin- 
nacle of fame. Minerva occupied as exalted a place 
in the hearts of these pagans as Hercules. With 
them woman was considered the social and intellect- 
ual equal of man, and instead of motherhood being a 
-eurse, the mother was considered the highest type of 
womanhood. Centuries before Christ was born 
women sat upon the Egyptian throne. The educa- 
` tion and religion of that country were largely in the 
hands of women. Sibyls wrote the books of “ Fate." 
Hundreds of years before our era women had been 
accorded as high places as the intellectual arena af- 
forded. Sappho flourished 600 s.c, and so highly 
was her intellectual endowments considered that 
Plato assigned her the honors of sage and poet, and 
familiarly entitled her the“ tenth muse.” Women 
occupied places in the philosophical schools and 
lectured on literary and scientific subjects, the last 
representativ of which was the ill-fated Hypatia, who 
was murdered by St. Cyrel and his mob of Christians 
` at Alexandria, a.D. 414. 

It is true that in early times women had been sub- 
ject to barter and sale between their male relations, 
according to barbaric customs. “But the later 
"Roman (pagan) law having assumed on the theory of 
natural law the equality of the sexes, control of the 
persons of women was quite obsolete when Chris- 
tianity was born. Her situation had become one of 
great personal liberty and proprietary independence, 
even when married, and the arbitrary power over her 
of her male relations or her guardian was reduced to 
a nullity, while the form of marriage conferred on the 
husband no superiority.”. Thus, as a daughter and a 
wife, she had grown to be honored and recognized 
as an equal with the son and husband under pagan 
law. : 

Sir Henry Maine, speaking of this great liberty of 
the pagan women, says: “Christianity tended from 
.the very first to narrow this remarkable liberty. No 
society which preserves any tincture of Christian in- 
stitutions is likely to restore to married women the 
personal liberty conferred on them by the middle 
Roman law. The expositors of the canon law hav 
deeply injured civilization. There are many vestiges 
of a struggle between the secular and ecclesiastical 
principles, but the canon nearly everywhere pre- 
vailed. In some of the French provinces married 
women of rank, below. nobility, obtained all the 
power-of dealing with property which Roman juris- 
prudence had allowed, and this local law has been 
largely followed by the code Napoleon. The sys- 
~- tems, however, which are least indulgent to married 
women are invariably those which hav followed the 
canon law exelusivly, or those which from the late- 
ness of their contaet with European civilization hav 
never had their arehaisms weeded out." 

: When Christianity came into power in the Roman 
world, Maine says, “again began the sale of women. 
Christianity held her as unclean and in all respects 
inferior to man, and during the era which begins 
modern history the women of dominant races are 
seen everywhere under various forms of archaic 
guardianship, and the husband pays a money-price 
for her.” Unlike the polygamist practices of Bible 
characters, and as was the custom of the early Chris- 
tians, the pagans of Greece and Rome strictly en- 
joined monogamy, and to them Christians are in- 
.debted for the system of monogamy, and not to the 
teachings of the Bible. Lecky says in his “ European 
Morals”: “The Roman (Pagan) religion was es- 
sentially domestic, and it was a main object of the 
legislator to surround marriage with every circum- 
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from the earliest times, strietly enjoined, and it was 
one of the great benefits that hav resulted from the 
expansion of Roman power that it made this type 
dominant in Europe. In the legends of early Rome 
we hav ample evidence both of the high moral esti- 
mate of women and of their prominenee in Roman 
life. The tragedies of Lucretia and of Virginia dis- 
play a delicaey of honor, a sense of the Supreme 
excellence of unsullied purity, which no Christian na- 
tion could surpass.” Hallam says, in his “History of 
" Love with the ancient poets is often 
tender, and sometimes virtuous, but never accom- 
panied by a sense of deference or inferiority. This 
elevation of the female sex, through the voluntary 
submission of the stronger, is a remarkable fact in 
the philosophical history of Europe. It originated 
partially in the Teutonic manners. Some hay said 
the reverence and adoration of the female sex, which 
has descended to our own times, is the offspring of 
the Christian dispensation. But until it can be 
shown that Christianity established any such prin- 
ciple, we must look a little farther down for its 
origin. Without rejecting the Teutonic influence, 
we might ascribe more direct efficacy to the favor 
shown to women in succession to lands, through in- 
heritance, or dower, by the later Roman law.” 

The early Christians did not look upon marriage 
with that sanctity that characterized the later Roman 
and Teutonic nations, but in its grossest forms. 
Lecky says that marriage under Christian rule was 
viewed in the most degraded form. The notion of 
its impurity took many forms, and exercised for 
some centuries an extremely wide influence ever the 
church. .Polygamy was not uncommon among 
Christians, even down to the eighteenth century. 
And how could it be otherwise? Believing in a book 
that teaches polygamy and a God that sanctions it, 
their lives could not be different than they were. 
And, strange as it may seem to Christians, the early 
apostles, nor did Christ, ever say one word against 
that debasing system. William Ellery Channing, one 
of America’s ablest divines, says: “There is no pro- 
hibition of polygamy in the New Testament. It is 
an indisputable fact that although Christianity was 
first preached in Asia, which had been from the 
earliest ages the seat of polygamy, the apostles never 
denounced it as a crime, and never required their 
converts to put away all wives but one.” 

The biography of the popes is almost one con- 
tinuous recital of licentiousness and crimes against 
females. For many years the Vatican was nothing 
but a brothel, and one historian declares that the 
licentiousness of the clergy had ruined Italy. 
Justinian was a polygamist and a companion of 
prostitutes. Charlemagne, who spread Christianity 
and devastation by fire and sword throughout a 
large part of Europe, had a harem of nine wives and 
several concubines. And Louis XV., the “most 
Christian king,” had a harem that cost more than 
$100,000, and consisted mostly of young girls. 

The Protestant critic will say that all this Chris- 
tianity was not responsible for; that those people 
were Romanists, and had turned aside from the 
principles of Christianity. However this may be, 
they lived lives which were consistent with the teach- 
ings of the Bible; nor, as has been shown, can they 
find that Christ or the apostles ever uttered a word 
against a plurality of wives. But if Catholics prac- 
ticed polygamy, Protestants did the same. Sir Wm. 
Hamilton, in his Discussion of Philosophy and 
Literature, speaking of Luther and Melancthon says: 
“They promulgated opinions in favor of polygamy, 
and went to the extent of vindicating to the spirit- 
ual minister the right to private dispensation, and to 
the temporal magistrate the right of establishing the 
practice, if he chose, by public law.” 

On Dec. 19, 1539, at Wittenburg, Luther and Me- 
lanethon drew up the famous “ Concillium,” authoriz- 
ing Philip of Hesse to hav a plurality of wives. This 
document bears the names of Martin Luther, Philip 
Melancthon, Martin Bucer, Dionysius Melander, John 
Lening, Antony Corvinus, Adrian Kraft, Justus 
Winther, and Balthasar Raida, nine of the most emi- 
nent of the leaders of the Reformation. 

Luther advised Henry VIII. to hav a plurality of 
wives, but by murdering two, and divorcing two 
others, the founder of the English church avoided it. 

John of Leyden established polygamy at Munster, 
and drove from their homes all those who dare op- 
pose the odius custom, and other Protestants fol- 
lowed his example. 

With such a record as this, it iil becomes Christians 
to point the finger of scorn at the Mormons, and, with 
the most glaring inconsistency, the Congress of the 
United States will employ & chaplain to open the 
business of the day by reading a chapter from a 
polygamous book, pray to & polygamous god, and 
then enact a law for the suppression of polygamy in 
Utah. : 

Neither did Christians think it necessary to edu- 
cate women, and too many of them now think that 
money spent for the higher education of women is 
thrown away. Less than three hundred years ago a 
woman was hardly permitted to learn the alphabet, 
and to learn the multiplication table was overstep- 
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manliness to say that “no gown worse becomes a 
woman that she should be wise.” The most of the 
Christians are to-day opposed to giving women 
equal educational privileges with men, setting forth 
the monstrous and unjust excuses that they are too 
frail, or that it would make them vain and forgetful 
of their motherly duties; and these excuses are forti- 
fied by passages from St. Paul, * Women should 
learn in silence with all subjection.” Yes, woman is 
too frail to be the intellectual and political rival of 
man, but she is not too frail or vain to be his sexual 
and physical slave. She is not too frail to enter the . 
workshops and factories and help support a family. 
She is not so frail but Christians will take advantage 
of her circumstances and employ her for a mere pit- 
tance to do labor in mines that the strongest men: 
and mules should do; and the Christian church looks 
on and says, “’Tis well, she must not be suffered to 
teach nor usurp authority over man.” 

Gxonez H. Dawes. ` 


—————9—34—9—-—— ——— 
The Liberal Club. 

It is hoped that the absence from these columns, 
the past few weeks, of reports of the regular meet- 
ings of the Manhattan Liberal Club has not led any 
to believe that those meetings hav been discontinued. 
Not by any means. Except during vacation, the 
Liberal Club never suspends. When the final smash 
of matter and crush of worlds takes place, and “ this 
old hulk we tread shall be a wreck, a slag, a cinder, 
drifting through the sky without its crew of fools,” 
the president of the club will secure the attendance 
of some lecturer who makes a specialty of seismic 
cataclysms and other judgment-day phenomena, and 
the subject of the recent disturbance will be ably dis- 
‘cussed in speeches of ten minutes each. Admission, 
five cents; ladies and Presbyterians free. 

The 429th regular meeting of the club was well 
attended. The writer of this was present, and hav- 
ing taken a seat, and satisfied himself that the 
beauties of his new ten-dollar diamond badge-pin 
were not concealed, he was enabled to make the en- 
suing observations. He found himself surrounded 
by a distinguished company. Mr. Eckhard, treasurer 
of the American Secular Union, was seated by the 
register, near the door. If a man was ever designed 
for any special purpose, Mr. Eckhard was designed 
His substantial structure suggests 
a granit bank building with burglar-proof vaults. A 
little way up the aisle Mr. Edward King sat upon 
the front edge of a chair, this position being neces- 
sarily assumed in order that the feet of Mr. King 
might rest upon the floor. Although still a young 
man, deep thought has made Mr. King partially 
bald, but he still remains the favorit orator of the 
workingmen, and has a walkover among the fair sex. 
Over against the wall reposed Herr Eckstein, a 
mysterious individual from the West, who is known 
to hav set type on the Zronclad Age, and to hav an 
acquaintance with the Anarchists of Chicago. On 
the present occasion he wore a look that plainly 
expressed his dissatisfaction at the mild character of 
the proceedings. The legal profession was repre- 
sented by nearly all the Law Committee of the Labor 

arty. 

j The Chair opened the meeting by expressing re- 
gret at the continued absence of the secretary. Dr. 
Leverson, one of the oldest members of the club, was 
the orator of the evening, and ‘‘ The Coming Consti- 
tutional Convention" was his subject. He held that 
there was a science of legislation, which, if under- 
stood by all, would make difference of opinion upon 
law-making unnecessary. This science was the re- 
sult of a study of all legal experiments since the time 
when the first law was made of which we hav any 
historical record. These experiments were first 
methodized and reduced to a system by Jeremy 
Bentham. The legal science is almost unknown 
among our legislators. The first reform which Dr. 
Leverson would ask the Constitutional Convention: to 
make would be the establishment of the referrendum, 
as in Switzerland, where all laws are submitted to 
the people for ratification. Then there should be 
proportional representation, the method of securing 
which the speaker described. It is in operation in 
Denmark. All other desirable reforms would follow 
from the adoption of the referrendum and proportional 
representation, and a vast amount of highcockalorum 
would be gotten rid of. Dr. Leverson is a member 
of the Law Committee of the Labor party. 

Mr. Wakeman announced that he was on the Law 
Committee of the Labor party and had helped to 
draft a code which would substantially abolish the 
legal profession. " 

Lawyer Searing opened the diseussion by invita- 
tion. He would hav the Convention inaugurate some 
measure to limit the time covenants may run on land. 
At present if land is sold under the covenant that it 
shall never be used for certain purposes stated in 
the conveyance, the covenant holds good forever. 
The conveyance of property by wills and testaments 
should likewise cease. Mr. Searing is a member of 
the Law Committee of the Labor party. 

Colonel Hinton argued with great earnestness 
that there should be some provision made to remun- 
erate hired journalists for their services in building 
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up great newspapers. At present newspaper pro- 
prietors enjoy the proceeds of other men’s lives and 
brains. 

Mr. Sutherland pointed out what he conceived to 
be the weakness of Dr. Leverson's scheme, and was 
` applauded, 

Lawyer Chamberlain said he had a good deal to 


do with getting up the Constitutional Convention in- 


the way of distributing ballots forit, but he was not 
sure he had done a good thing. Mr. Chamberlain is 
a member of the Law Committee of the Labor party. 
At this point Dr. Weeks, author of the “Songs of 
Morning," and Captain Clark, the ancient mariner 
who has seen a composant, both arose to speak, but 
the Chair announced that the time had arrived for 
: Dr. Leverson to close the debate, so both were dis- 
&ppointed and the audience doubly so. Dr. Weeks 
always has something good to say, and Captain 
Clark, having made observations in all parts of the 
world, civilized and barbarous, is a valuable addition 
to the literature of the day. 
After Dr. Leverson had cut up his critics in a 
smooth and unruffled manner, the audience dispersed. 


THE SAME PROTRACTED. 

The meeting following the one of which the fore- 
going is an account was ‘addressed by Prof. Thomas 
Davidson, of Boston, on the subject of codperation. 
The professor is one of the most learned of men. He 
belongs to the Concord School of Philosophy, is a 
student of the occult, and is able to read and write 
many dead and most of the living languages. 
algo speaks Latin with fluency and Greek with safety. 
What is more important, he has a good command 
of English. : 

The usual audience had assembled to hear about 
* Cooperation.” The secretary of the club, it is well 
known, is treasurer of the Workingwomen's Fair As- 
sociation, which is now holding a fair to raise money 
for the purchase of a press to print the labor daily 
on. The duties of that position prevent the secre- 
tary from attending the club, and the minutes of the 
previous meetings hav not been read for about six 
weeks. In opening the present meeting the Chair 
expressed regret at this state of things, and exhorted 
the members to attend the fair in & body and do 


what might be done to induce the secretary to re- | 


turn. The Chair would go itself. The man with 
the badge-pin cannot too highly praise this resolve 
on the part of the president of the club. The fair is 
a very attractiv institution, and affords more pleas- 
ing young ladies to the square inch than any other 
place except the Liberal Club. The president’s de- 
termination to take it in, therefore, needs no further 
commendation. 

Professor Davidson was introduced with appropri- 
ate ceremony, and received with applause. Coopera- 
tion, said the professor, is simple social justice. It 
is not Socialism, for Socialism is slavery. It is not 
Anarchy, for Anarchy is confusion. It has all the 
good points of both. Its end is Anarchy—that is, 
the abolition of government, which would come when 
people became perfect; not before. But Anarchy is 
an end, net a beginning, and if the Anarchists dealt 
more in thoughts, and less in words, they would see 
that free coóperation is the proper thing for them to 
advocate. Many things are mistaken for coóperation 
which are not such. Among these are profit-sharing 
and those so-called cooperativ institutions carried on 
with borrowed capital, like Godin’s enterprise at 
Guise in France. Cooperation must begin in a small 
way, and before it can begin people must be edu- 
cated in its philosophy. 

Professor Davidson's lecture was full of interesting 
remarks, and, as the saying has it, should be heard to 
be appreciated. 

Captain Clark was first on deck. He conceded 
that the lecturer showed marked ability, but re- 
gretted that he could not agree with him. The cap- 
tain here hoisted a large roll of paper upon the desk, 
ballasted it with the glass of water which atood con- 
veniently at hand, and otherwise prepared himself for 
action. He did not believe in cooperation. It was 
only a substitute for something worse, and bore the 
same relation to Socialism that varioloid bears to 
small-pox. “It has been suggested to me," said the 
captain, “that I should follow the Socialist, Dr. 
Aveling, about the country, and take the platform 
with him in the interests of Socialism. I was told 
that what he would say in favor of Socialism could 
never do it half so much good as I could accomplish 
by making an unmitigated ass of myself in opposing 
it.” Captain Clark regarded such language as un- 
just. 

Colonel Hinton said that the previous speaker 
could not be called a Socialist or a Communist. 
There was nothing social about him, and he seemed 
to hav no views in common with the rest of mankind. 
The reform of our present unjust system, Colonel 
Hinton thought, would come through the trades- 
organizations and the Knights of Labor. 

Mr. Leavitt noted that the lecturer had ignored 
the many experiments in coöperation which had al. 
ready been made. There were Brook Farm, Har- 
mony, Economy, Oneida, the Shakers, and many 
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other codperativ enterprises on record. All of these 
were inaugurated by able and earnest men, but not 
all were successful. ; 

Mr. Henry did not believe in altruism. He be- 
lieved in thorough selfishness. No man deserved 
any more rights than he claimed and exercised. If 
people want more rights than they hav, let them take 
them. 

À stranger, who developed into a strong supporter 
the theories of Karl Marx, took the floor. We couldn't 
afford to wait, he said, for cooperation. It was too slow. 
This speaker delivered himself with a strong German 
accent. He had bristling hair and whiskers, each 
particular one of which stood on end in an aggressiv 
way, and in the midst of which his face looked like a 
bare spot in a buffalo robe. Why the typical Socialist 
should consider this the proper way of getting him- 
self up is one of the problems to which an evening's 
discussion at the club might be profitably devoted. 
If there is anything in the science of physiognomy, 
this jack-in-the-box style must hav a deep significance. 
This is said in all kindness, because it is plain that 
an orator who appears before an audience looking 
like an unkempt pirate must plead his case under a 
prejudice. 

Following this lecture, William Snyder, Esq., 
speaks, Jan. 21st, on “The Land Grant System 
and Its Abuses;” and on the 28th Dr. R. G. Eccles 
will present “Evolution, Illustrated by a Flower.” 

Among the resolutions which the writer of these 
lines made on New Year’s Day was one to the effect 
that, with divine assistance, he would hereafter re- 
port the meetings of this club with regularity. : That 
he will do so with veracity he trusts the reader 
needs no assurance. Long familiarity with the truth 
has taught him to prize it highly. His Friday eve- 
nings- shall be lent to visiting these meetings, and 


after a few moments spent in interchange of greet-. 


ings, he will proceed to make a note of all who take 
the floor, whate’er their name, transcribe the same, 
and print it as before. Then as a casual line of 
verse in an agreeable meter ne'er made a story sound 
the worse, but winds it up the neater, he will hence- 
forth, from time to time, evolve a closing bit of 
rhyme. : 
———————9—$—99———————— . 
Law and Order. 
From the Standard, Henry George, Editor. 

The Anarchist cases hav proved that while organ- 
ized workingmen are as a class in favor of due ad- 
ministration of law, the society-saving class is at 
heart a lawless class. Spies and. his associates were 
convicted by a jury chosen in a manner so shame- 
lessly illegal that it would be charity to suspect the 
judge of incompetency. 

The accusation was murder by an explosiv thrown 
by an unknown person between whom and the 
defendants no connection was shown. The meeting, 
at which it was thrown, was peaceable and lawful. 
The mayor so declared it; and although the chief of 
police agreed with him, hardly was the mayor out of 
sight when the chief, at the head of a squad of police- 
men, ordered it to disperse. Then the explosiv was 
thrown. 

The only evidence against the defendants in con- 
nection with this meeting was that they were present 
and that some of them spoke. Yet this jury, many 
of whom confessed to fixed opinions against the 
accused, found a verdict of murder. 

Upon this the labor organizations, although op- 


posed in opinion to the defendants, raised a fund to | 
vindicate the law. How different the position of the. 


“better classes.” No well-informed lawyer can de- 
fend the conviction upon legal grounds. Laymen 
may think the proceeding lawful because outward 
forms of law were observed, but the lawyers. ‘who 
defend it do so solely on the ground that “Anarchy,” 
and “Communism,” and “Socialism” must be stamped 
out. They concede that it was & mere subterfuge to 
punish men for opinion’s sake, but urge that the 
opinions are dangerous to society; and when a lay- 
man is confronted with the truth that this trial was a 
legal farce, he falls back upon the same plea. An 
opinion more dangerous to society than that men 
who teach unpopular doctrins may be silenced by il- 
legal convictions of infamous crimes could hardly be 
conceived. 

Which then is the law and order class?—the class 
that demands a lawful trial for victims of popular 
hate and fear, and out of its slender means contributes 
to that end, or the class that uses the machinery of 
the law to mangle the law itself in an endeavor to 
silence doctrinal adversaries ? 

_ OO —————— 


Lenses for the Lick Observatory. 


The San Francisco Chronicle's San José correspond- 
ent writes under date of December 28th : 


The crown and flint glasses of the great objectiv of the 
Lick Observatory arrived safely at the summit of Mount 
Hamilton at 1 p.m. Monday. The boxes containing the 
glasses were taken to the south room of the observatory, 
where a fire had been started hours before to produce the 
proper temperature. When the covers of the boxes were re- 
moved it was found that the glasses had not moved out of 
place in the slightest degree. The wrappings of cotton 
flannel, forty yards to each glass, were then carefully cut 


|j away, and the glasses brushed and wiped with the utmost 


delicacy by Mr. Frazer, in accordance with instructions 
given him by Alvin Clark. This done, the glasses, set on 
edge on steel rollers, were put in a cast-iron cell inlaid with 
silver, with a space of six and a half inches between them. 
This space has eight oval houses for cleaning and ventilation. 
The next move was to transport the cell, with its valuable 
attachment, weighing altogether six hundred pounds, to the 
vault in the north room under the pier which supports the 
twelve-inch equatorial. Here every precaution had been 
taken to prevent moisture, and here the glasses will remain 
until the time comes for mounting them. Investigation 
shows that neither the flint nor the crown glass had been in- 
jured at all. Each was in as good a condition as when it 
left the hands of the Clarks. Captain Floyd thinks that the 
observatory will be ready to be turned over to the trustees of 
the university by the 1st of September. 

The Lick observatory, an illustration of which was 
published in the Trurx SEEKER Annvat for 1886, was 
built with $750,000 left for that purpose by James 
Lick, a pronounced Freethinker. The observatory 
is located at San José, Cal., and is so far advanced in 
construction as to be ready to receive the monster 
telescope which it is designed to support. The 
telescope will be the largest and best ever made. 
When completed, the observatory is to be connected 
with the University of San Francisco. 


—— — 91 —9—— ———— —— 
The Privacy of Mail Matter. 


To tar Eprror or Tue Trura SEEKER, Sir: Permit 
me through your columns to make an appeal to all 
Liberals, of whatever name, in reference to the ques- 
tion involved in the following extract taken from the 
Topeka, Kan., Commonwealth. J am not in a state 
of health to do the subject justice, but the intel- 
ligence of your readers is such they cannot fail to see 
that it is a question in which we are all interested ; 
for we know not how soon any true Liberal may be 
called upon to occupy a prison cell. 

It seems that E. C. Walker and Lillian Harman 
object to having their correspondence read by the 
prison officials, and as a consequence are not allowed 
to send or receive letters. It makes no difference 
whether we sanction the course pursued by those 
parties or not. They are imprisoned for what they 
believe to be right. So.was Bennett; so was Hey- 
wood. The question is, Hav prisoners rights that 
officials are bound to respect? I hope the friends 
will look into this matter—test this question to its 
utmost. 

Mr. Dodge is stated to be assistant U. S. district 
Attorney of Cleveland, O. The Commonwealth says: 

Mr. Dodge has Written an opinion in which, after care- 
fully reviewing the law governing the delivery of the United 
States mail, he declares that no prison official has the right . 
to open a prisoner's mail, and that any official who does 80 is 
liable to fine and imprisonment under the federal statutes. 
The only law in the Revised Statutes which would seem in 
any way to apply to the almost universal practice of opening 
and reading letters addressed to prisoners before delivering 
them is contained in section 3,892, which provides that “any 
person who shall take any letter, postal card or packet . . . 
before it has been delivered to the person to whom it was 
directed, with a design to obstruct the correspondence or pry 
into the business or secrets of another, or shall secrete, 
embezzle, or destroy the same, shall for every such offense 
be punishable by a fine of not more than $500 or by imprison- 
ment at hard labor for not more than one year, or by both.” 
This provision apparently applies to. all letters passing 
through the mails, and no exception is made in the case of 
convicts or any other class of persons. 


Longmont, Col. Lors WarsBROOKER. 
—— 


The “New God.” 


I like Mr. Putnam's “New God” very well, if he 
would call it by some other name than “God.” In 
fact, it is now thirty-five years since T hav believed 
in an “outward God” or an inward God, the highest 
aspiration in myself and others being my standard, 
which I would not disgrace by calling it “ God.” 

We hav had too many Gods, most of them very 
bad: ones, too long for a new God—one thus chris- 
tened, I mean. We may exalt the better life within 
ourselvs, but for humanity's sake, and progression's 
sake, let us not call it “God.” Let us drop that mis- 
nomer, and, if we must worship something, worship 
ourselvs and others, since the worst of us are better 
than any God ever made. But I do not believe in 
worship. A worshiper is a cringing sycophant, a 
very slave. A venerator, an aspirator, is a noble being. 

Hav we not outgrown substitutes? We want 
nothing in the place of religion. We need no God. 
All we need is to search out the good within ourselvs 
and cultivate it. Away with a church of humanity ! 
We want humanity without the church. The church 
has been cursing humanity for eighteen centuries. 
Its God, devil, Bible, creed, and priests hav been 
right in the way of all reform, progress, and philoso- 
phy ever since there was a church. Let us not pick 
up these old fungous words and clothe our new views 
and reforms with them as Christianity gathered up 
pagan mythology and wove it into her church of hu- 
manity eighteen hundred years ago. 

‘But I forbear. Those readers of 'Tur TRUTH 
Srrxer who see the Z'reethinkers! Magazine, Decem- 
ber number, will find my views on this Subject more 
fully set forth than space can be allotted me for in 
these pages. . Erra E. Grssox, 

Barre, Mass., Jan. 8, 281. 
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Che American Secular Hnion. 


News and Notes. 

I came Saturday, January 8th, to the much-flaming 
city of Pittsburgh. It is almost as brilliant by night 
as by day. The natural gas is so exuberant that it 
is kept burning all the time, and Pittsburgh looks 
like a gay festival city whether the sun shines or not. 
. It is a mighty center of industry, and just now it is 

quite prosperous. The iron arms are constantly 

busy, and the glittering molten seas roll into innu- 
therable forms, for the service of this world. 

This is the place for the Liberal pioneer band to 
do its level best, and it does so with Roman Staley, 
Frank Bacon, Mr. and Mrs. Abel, H. H. Timby, 
Harry Hoover; and others to stand by the flag of 
the free through thick and thin. Ï like to sojourn at 
Pittsburgh. The friends here giv plenty of inspira- 
tion for the long task that is before the secretary, for 
they are full of hope and good cheer. On Sunday 
afternoon I gave my lecture, “The New God,” and 
all seemed to be thoroughly satisfied with the modern 
divinity. In the evening I spoke at Allegheny City 
on “American Democracy.” Good audiences were 
present at each lecture, and besides the lecture quite 
a number of Freethought books were sold. Our 
Pittsburgh friends are doing much in this direction. 
Our best literaturé is on sale every Sunday, and sev- 
eral hündred books and pamphlets are yearly distrib- 
uted in the community. This is a useful work for 
evéry Liberal society to undertake. A large instru- 

'ineütality of growth is the well-read book, and if a 
book is purehased it is pretty sure to be thoroughly 
‘perused. l 

The Pittsburgh corps is about the best disciplined 
of the divisions of the grand army.of Freethought. 
It has learned much in the school of experience and 
knows how to adjust its forces for the most valuable 
results. It wastes no material. 

Sunday afternoon I enjoyed the pleasant hospitality 
of Mr. and Mrs. G. H. Abel, with Mr. and Mrs. John 
Meingle, Roman Staley, etc. Mr. and Mrs. Abel are 
always ready to lénd a hand and make the pathway 
of the Secular pilgrim attractiv. They are among 
the foremost Liberals of the place. Besides those 

_ already mentioned, I was glad to meet among our 
allies Mrs. Jane Douthitt, L. W. Wickes, Philip and 
Ed. Baumbach, Mr. Joseph and family, G. R. Grif- 
fiths, Thos. Grundy, C. L. Stevens and wife, etc. 
Countenances, I find, are more familiar than names, 
and I cannot always remember the designation, but 
the pleasant greeting and warm wishes are not for- 

otten. 
í Monday afternoon I left Pittsburgh for Kent, O. 
On arriving at Ravenna, O., Í found the train for 
Kent three hours behind time; there was nothing 
for it but to take a sleigh-rideto Kent. I like sleigh- 
rides when the weather and the horses are favorable, 
but this particular sleigh-ride was not very attractiv. 
It was ten degrees below zero. Old Boreas had a 
“nipping and an eager air" as he came sweeping 

. over the western Reserve, and the horse was. about 
twenty years old, and he did hate dreadfully to take 
that cold journey. But he did his work “ manfully,” 
when he got down to it; his aged heels perambu- 
lated with delightful assiduity over the creaking 
snow. He seemed to me like Tam O'Shanters 
nag, as he went tumbling along into the icy darkness. 
Good old horse! he brought us safely to the well- 
lighted hall just in time for the lecture, and I pro- 
ceeded at once to the platform and warmed myself up 
with a description of “ The New Heaven and Earth," 
where there will be no belated trains, nor sleigh- 
rides in the teeth of a northern blast, and the lecture 
trip of the Freethought pioneer will be a “thing of 
beauty and a joy forever.” 

I found Kent quite an agreeable place. There are 
about fifty subscribers to Tuz Trurs Seexer in the 
city and vicinity, and this congregation of Liberals 
makes one feel at home. I gave three lectures, and 
the audiences were good despite the extremely cold 
and unpleasant weather. Their reception of Free- 
thought was most cordial and encouraging. 

Mr. Marvin Kent, the owner of the hall where the 
the lectures were given, is one of the wealthiest 
citizens of the place, and from his family the town 
received its name. He is a generous supporter of our 
cause, contributing on this occasion the use of his 
large and handsome hall for the first two evenings. 
He is a genial Freethinker, and is popular with all 
classes. When our friend, T. C. Heighton, was in- 
jured and confined to his bed for months, Mr. Kent 
was wont to tell the Christian deacons what comfort 
the Infidel took in the midst of his severest sufferings 
in looking at the picture of Ingersoll instead or pray- 
ing to God, and the deacons had nothing to say; 
they saw the point. 

Mr. Joseph Heighton and his brother, T. C. 
Heighton, and Mr. B. F. Conaway are old-time anti- 
slavery war-horses, and the blood of reform is in 
them yet. Their Freethought improves with age, 
and attains youthful energy with advance of years. 
Mr. Joseph Heighton has done valiant service for 
freedom with his violin and song. He has put the 


vim into many a meeting by his cheering music, and 
I had the pleasure of being aided by it at my last 
lecture on “The Glory of Infidelity.” All the 
Heightons, men, women, children, and grandchildren, 
are of the Liberal order, and they make a splendid 
company in the advance ranks of humanity. I en- 
joyed their hospitality, and hope to return again to 
their pleasant homes. i 

I enjoyed also the hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. 
Marsh and Mr. and Mrs. L. G. Reed, who are 
enthusiastic and devoted Liberals. Among the many 
other friends I met are Mr. Morgan, Mr. Chapin, Dr. 
J. A. Morris, Mr. Swan, Chas. Maloney, G. W. Dean, 
Jas. France, O. F. Stedman and wife, Wm. Firth, 
Geo. Ferry, etc.; also Mr. Musson, of Magadon, and 
Marvin Dean, of Ashtabula county, who is ready to 
go most any distance in order to hear a Freethought 
lecture. There was quite & gathering of Freethinkers 
and so the work will go on. 

One of our stanch friends, Mr. Joseph Newham, 
was sick at the time of the lectures, but his interest 
was as bright as ever, and his contribution and cheer- 
ing word were sent. 

n connection with the Union here they hav a 
Liberal Library Association, and quite a number of 
valuable books hav already been purchased and suc- 
cess is assured. The best of our books are thus 
exerting a constant influence. 

Professor Marsh, who preaches in the Universalist 
church; is quite a"Liberal and is pretty open in the 
expression of his thought, and he is doing much to 
aid the Liberal cause. I quite enjoyed his acquaint- 
ance, for he is a learned and able man, and there is 
but little difference in our ideas. I think, however, 
he is making a mistake in trying to ride two horses 
going in different directions. No matter how broad- 
minded a man may be, this is a quite impossible feat, 
and my friend, Mr. Marsh, must giv up one or the 
other of the flying steeds. He cannot liberalize the 
Christian, and he certainly cannot Christianize the 
Liberal. I guess he will take the Radical course 
eventually, and if he does, he will make a brilliant 
advocate of Secularism. 

Marius Heighton, secretary of Kent Secular Union, 
a teacher in one of the schools, has been doing a 
good work by insisting upon the abolition of Bible- 
reading in the town schools, and the board of educa- 
tion has sustained him, and a significant victory has 
thus been attained. 

From Kent, on Thursday, January 13th, I take an 
early morning ride to Earlville, and speed by railroad 
to Alliance, where I always find good friends. The 
Smith Sons, George W. Thornberg, Mr. and Mrs. 
Rockhill, John Kryder, Emil Tanner, Mr. and Mrs. 
Bailey, Mr. Barkeley Brosius, Mr. and Mrs. Fitz- 
patrick, and others are always ready to do their best 
for the traveler. Somehow it is stormy weather every 
time I come to Alliance. I don't think this is a fair 
division. I shall keep on trying Alliance until at 
least once it and the “ summer land” coincide. How- 
ever, I had a good audience in spite of rain and thaw, 
and my visit was delightful. 

I was pleased to meet friends from a distance, Mr. 
Enoch Wickersham, and Mr. Eli Taylor of East 
Rochester, and others. There had been acquaintance 
for many years through the columns of Tue Trurs 
Srexer, and we greeted as old friends. I intend to 
go to East Rochester on my return, and with these 
veterans push the campaign for Freethought at that 

lace. 

$ On Friday I came on to Akron, a lively, bright, 
and advancing city. I found the Buchtel Hotel a 
pleasant abiding-place. The first Freethinker I met 
was Wm. Buchtel, the owner of this handsome build- 
ing, and one of the foremost citizens of Akron. He 
and his brother, Mr. John Buchtel, and Mr. Shoe- 
maker, another Liberal hav done more than any 
others to build up the city. In the afternoon I 
visited with Wm. Buchtel the various manufacturing 
works of Akron, and I found them something won- 
derful in their way. At the Iron shops I met John 
Jaeques, by whose efforts, with those of Mr. J. D. 
Thomas, a Trura Seexer subscriber and activ Lib. 
eral, and Mr. Wm. Buchtel, the lecture was given. 
Mr. Jacques’ is a veteran Secularist of the English 
stock, and it was a pleasure to meet so solid a man 
without a particle of superstition, and his wife equally 
devoted to “Universal Mental Liberty,” upon which 
subject I lectured. A fair audience was present in 
the Universalist church, which was kindly given for 
the occasion. The Universalists present did not 
seem to be at all disturbed by my radical utterances, 
and I guess the church will not feel the bad results 
of the outright Infidelity which for once baptized its 
elegant adornments. 

Akron, with its curious and many-shaped and deft 
machineries, givs one a glance into the immensity of 
human life. In one place they manufacture daily 
hundreds of thousands of ornamental handles, tops, 
etc., to brushes, coffee-pots, and such things. It 
takes hardly a second to make these tiny decorations; 
and away they go in a constant stream all over the 
world. The way matches are made, and match boxes, 
is simply a marvel. The machinery seems to hav 
hands and feet, eyes, and all, and to move with swift 
intelligence, In the factory at Akron are made each 


day 57,600,000 matches. What a devil of a time 
Lucifer must hav of it over our broad land, with 
these millions of little brimstone torches let loose 
every day! The Buckeye Machine Company sends 
forth from its enormous factory one hundred and 
ten machines each day. It employs eight hundred 
men, and they work only eight hours a day, and earn 
from two to three dollars each—according to skill 
and celerity. 

I also visited Buchtel College, founded by John 
Buchtel. It is a commanding building, in which are 
some three hundred students. It is under the 
Universalist regime, and is somewhat of a shining 
light on the path of Liberalism. 

I leave Akron with bright anticipation of work to 
be done here in the future. The hospitality of Mr. 
and Mrs William Buchtel and their son, Mr. John 
Buchtel, and his wife, who is just from Germany-to 
this fair home in America, was delightful. The good 
cheer and warm greeting of other friends—Mr. 
Jacques, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Morgan, Mr. Marble, Mr. 
H. K. Poole, and John Hendrix, of Canton, and 
others—make up for all lack of fashion and popularity 
ia our cause, and sweeten labor with the light of 

ope. 

I am now railroading it to Columbus, O., where I 
guess, as my friend Ralston writes me, I shall hav an 
“excellent meeting, with everything singing off like 
music.” 

After Columbus next week I shall be at Piqua, Me- 
chanicsburgh, and Cincinnati, O. On Sunday, Jan. 
23d, I shall be at Rome City, Ind; at Linesville, Pa., 
Jan. 24th, 25th, 26th; at Chicago, Jan. 29th, 30th; 
at Nekoma, IlL, Feb. 1, 2; at Ft. Madison, Iowa, 
Feb. 5th, 6th ; at Belton, Mo., Feb. 8th; at Brookville, 
Kan., Feb. 9th, 10th; at Salina, Kan., Feb. 11th, 
12th, 13th; at Bavaria, Feb. 14th, 15th; at Fort 
Dodge, Feb. 20th ; Garden City, Feb. 21st, 22d; at 
Denver, Col., Feb. 27th, March 6th. I expect to be 
at Los Angeles and Santa Ana, Cal., March 13th and 
20th, and at San Diego between these dates. I wish 
all Liberal friends at these places to note the dates 
given and do their best to make a success of the cam- 
paign there worthy of the Golden State. 

Samurt P. Purnam. 

C. A. & C. R. R., Jan. 15, 1887. 


mmeo 
Lectures and Meetings. 


Mus. F. C. Reyxorps will speak in Pittsburgh, Pa., on 
Sunday, January 30th, before the Secular Union. 


SATURDAY night and Sunday, January 8th and 9th, J. E. 
Remsburg drove twenty miles through a blinding snow storm 
and delivered four lectures—one at Ai, O., one at Metamora, 
and two in the Christian church at Berkey. On the previous 
Sunday he gave two lectures in the Christian church at 
Waterloo, Ind. 


Tux Pittsburgh Secular Society will giv a social on the 
29th, the anniversary of the birthday of Thomas Paine, at 
Brook’s academy, Sixth and Liberty streets, at which there 
will be vocal and instrumental music. The opening address 
will be at 8 o'clock sharp. All are cordially invited. The 
committee of arrangements consists of F. A. Pierce, Roman 
Staley, G. R. Griffiths, E. Baumbach, H. H. Timby. 


FRIENDSHIP LIBERAL LzAGuE of Philadelphia will com- 
memorate the 150th anniversary of the birth of Thomas 
Paine in Industrial Hall, Broad and Wood streets, Sunday, 
Jan. 30, 1887, with exercises consisting of lectures, vocal, 
and instrumental music, recitations, etc. At 2:30 and 7:30 
p.m. Charles Watts will lecture. Liberals throughout the 
state are cordially invited to come and enjoy this intellectual 
feast. Seats free. 


Tnz Liberals of Linesville, Pa., will observe the annivcr- 
sary of Paine's birth in an extended manner. The services 
will occupy January 22d, 28d, 24th, 25th, and 26th, closing 
on the latter evening with a grand ball. The ladies of the 
Linesville Secular Union will also on that evening serve din- 
ner to the guests. Freethinkers from everywhere are cor- 
dially invited to attend this meeting. Some of the speakers 
will be Samuel P. Putnam, C. Watts, Mrs. A. M. Freeman, 
Samuel P. Brigham, Mrs. F. C. Reynolds, and others. 
G. W. Baldwin is the secretary of the Linesville Union. 


e 


The Decline of Religion in High Society. 

The Washington Post notes that in some hundred messages 
and letters of condolence addressed to Mrs. Logan, which 
hav been published in the papers, only two had any allusions 
whatever to the supreme being or to the consolations of re- 
ligion. The two exceptions are by Stephen A. Douglas and 
Col. John Hay, both of whom said, ‘‘ May God comfort and 
sustain you.” 

Among the friends who omit the invocation are Frances F. 
Cleveland, Lucretia R. Garfield, Col. Fred Grant and his 
wife, Mrs. Serator Vorhees, Mrs. General Black, Senators 
Plumb, Dawes, Edmunds, Hale, Cameron, Conger, Mander- 
son, McMillan, Harrison, Platt, Miller, and Leland Stanford, . 
Governor Oglesby, Generals Sheridan, Sherman, Sickles, 
Fairchild, Belknap, Miles, Schofield, and Dodge, Governor 
Rusk, S. S. Cox, Levi P. Morton, Andrew Shuman, White- 
law Reid, S. B. Elkins, Attorney-General Garland, Mrs. 
David Davis, Samuel J. Randall, Postmaster-General Vilas, 
and forty Grand Army posts. Fifty years ago, adds the Post, 
it would hav been quite impossible for such omissions to hav 
occurred, and a century ago a mcssage of condolence that ` 
lacked the religious element would hav seemed a mockery. 
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Communications. 


That Orthodox Fraud. 


Having received several letters respecting the 
“ Orthodox Fraud,” as revealed in the revised Bible, 
. and asking for more specific information to be fur- 
nished through the columns of THe Truru Szexzr, I 
add the following items, and suggest to those inter- 
ested in this, to me, very important question, to pro- 
cure “'The Companion to the Revised Old Testa- 
ment,” and “ The Companion to the Revised Version 
of the New Testament,” each volume costing about 
seventy-five cents. Published by Funk & Wagnalls, 
New York. It can be furnished through Tae TauvE 
SEEKER office. 

. “The whole number of English revisers in 1880 
amounted to fifty-two (twenty-seven in the Old Tes- 
tament company and twenty-five in the New 'Testa- 
ment company). More than two-thirds belong to the 
church of England.” 

The Independents, the Wesleyans, the Baptists, 
and the Presbyterian churches of Scotland were well 
represented in the committee. Among these revisers 
are several of theablest and soundest biblical scholars 
of the age, who would be selected by all competent 
judges as preéminently fitted for the task. 

* In 1871, a committee consisting of about thirty 
members was. formed, that fairly represented the 
biblical scholarship and leading churches and literary 
institutions of the United States, to cooperate with 
them in this work of common interest. It was like- 
wise divided into two companies, which met every 
month in New York (except in July and August). 
Ex-President Dr. Woolsey, of New Haven, was presi- 
dent of the New Testament company, and Professor 
Green, in Princeton, N. J., of the Old Testament 
company.” So says the ‘Companion to the Revised 
New Testament.” 

The American committee represented Episcopal- 
ians, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Baptists, 
Methodists, Reformed, Unitarians, Lutherans, and 
one Friend or Quaker. They were all reverend 
D.D.’s or professors of colleges and divinity schools, 
and most, if not all, of them familiar with Greek, 
Latin, and Hebrew. The names of the English com- 
mittee are given in the “ Companion to the Old Tes- 
tament.” They were over ten years in completing 
the revision of the New Testament, and fifteen years 
at the Old. A contract the committees made with 
the British publishers of the revisions for a portion 


of the profits furnished the means of defraying their | Y 


expenses. 

The Revision movement originated in resolutions 
adopted in 1870 in the Upper House of the Canter- 
bury Convocation, a conclave of bishops and digni- 
' taries of the Episcopal church in England. And the 
“Companion to the Revised Old Testament” says, 
“ Of all religious bodies in English-speaking Christen- 
dom this one was the best-fitted to set on foota 
work of so much difficulty, delicacy, and importance. 
But the committee appointed by the convocation was 
expressly authorized to invite the cooperation of any 
eminent for scholarship, to whatever nation or re- 
ligious body they may belong. Their work, there 
fore, cannot bear the stamp of a sect or a party, nor 
is it colored by the views of any particular school.” 
There is much more testimony to the ability and 
impartial character of the committees, and of the 
care taken “to select expert biblical scholars, mostly 
professors of Greek and Hebrew.” 

The “Companion” also states further in regard to 
funds for necessary expenses, that they were in part 
“cheerfully contributed by liberal donors" interested 
in the enterprise. 

-But no adequate conception of the character and 
importance of the work, and of the dilemma of the 
revisers, can be formed without a careful reading of 
these Companions. 

Philadelphia, Jan., 1887. T. E. LONGSHORE. 


-_ OO —— ——— 
Lincoln’s Religious Belief Similar to Ingersoll’s. 


The Louisville Ky., Times of the 25th ult. con- 
tains some interesting reminiscences of Abraham 
Lincoln, by Judge James Madison Nelson, of Nyack, 
N. Y. The judge, it will be recollected, is a nativ of 
Clark county, Ky. His father, Thomas Pope Nelson, 
was the first United States minister to Turkey, and 
died while à member of Congress from the Winches- 
ter (Ky.) district. His great-grandfather was Thomas 
Nelson, Jr., one of the Virginia signers of the Dec- 
laration of Independence. Judge James Madison 
Nelson went from Kentucky to Illinois, and later to 
New York, where he has repeatedly been a member 
of the legislature and prominent in politics. He 
knew Abraham Lincoln intimately for a quarter of a 
century, and was often with him at the White House 
during the trying times of the war. He is an ardent 
admirer of the “martyr president,” and puts on rec- 
ord quite a number of hitherto unpublished anecdotes 
and incidents in the life of this great man, from his 
boyhood to his death. Referring to his theological 
opinions, he says: “In religion, Mr. Lincoln was 
about of the same belief as Bob Ingersoll, andzthere 


l 
is no account of his ever having changed. He went 


to church a few times with his family while he was 
president, but so far as I hav been able to find out 
he remained an unbeliever. I asked him once about 
his fervent Thanksgiving message and twitted him 
with being an unbeliever in what was published. 
‘Oh, said he, ‘that is some of Seward's nonsense 
and it pleases the fools. Mr. Lincoln in his younger 
days wrote a book, which was published, in which he 
endeavored to prove the fallacy of the plan of salva- 
tion and the divinity of Christ.” S. R. S. 


oO — —— ———— 
Brick Pomeroy and Anthony Comstock. 


[Last week's Trura SEEKER contained a brief men- 
tion of the discharge of a Harlem merchant, arrested 
by Anthony Comstock for offering a gold watch and 
chain to the person who should guess nearest as to the 
number of seeds in a squash displayed in his store 
window. Brick Pomeroy, in his Democrat, made 
some humorous remarks about the absurdity of the 
arrest, and these called out a letter from Comstock, 
which Pomeroy published, and in which Comstock 
holds that guessing on the number of seeds in a 
vegetable is certainly gambling, when done for a 
prize, and asks Mr. Pomeroy to cooperate with him 
in saving the youth of the country from that utter 
destruction of the moral character which would in- 
evitably follow guessing at squash seeds, if not sup- 
pressed by the strong arm of the law and the power- 
ful opinion of an aroused public. Mr. Pomeroy 
reads the letter and then blandly remarks :] 

We hav no desire to mislead, misstate, or vilify 
any one who is doing his duty bravely and right into 
the teeth of the storm, but we do delight in turning 
a man’s head around so he can. see a few things that 
custom helps him to overlook. 

Anthony Comstock does not perform his whole 
duty. : 

He cites us to the declaration of the Penal Code of 
the state of New York and its definition of a lottery. 
Please read the paragraphs to which. he calls our at- 
tention. ^ i 

Now then, Mr. Comstock, come with us. Not to 
the store of a struggling merchant, who has taxes to 
pay, but to the rendezvous of & class who pay no 
taxes on their property, and who are not in want ! 

We will enter this church, the first one we come 
to. A church fair is in progress. Do you see the 
hand bills, the signs, the crowds of people going in 
and out? 

They are Christians! They are the ones who back 
ou up in your war against lotteries ! 

Come to the back part of the room. 

Do you see that here are a dozen or more tables? 
That the wives and sisters and daughters of the 
deacons of the congregation are proclaiming with all 
their voice that they hav various articles of goods 
to be disposed of by Lorrzny! 

Do you see the church-members and their children 
here, all excitement as they wait to see if their ticket, 
that was bought and paid for, has drawn the doll- 
baby, the gold cane, the silver watch, the silver flute, 
the religious organ, or the ungodly piano? 

Do you, ean'you, wil you realize that there are 
more lotteries held each year in the churches, base- 
ments of churches, halls and parlors of church 
people, for religious purposes, that is, to raise funds 
to help religious societies, than there are for all other 
purposes? 

And yet this is the truth. . 

Sister Suydam goes about selling 100 tickets at 
fifty cents each. The prize is a gold watch of the 
cheap variety. The place is a church. The deacons 
all urge the boys and girls to buy a ticket. 

They are doing more in one night to encourage the 
lottery business than we do in a year. They teach 
their children to gamble, then turn them out into the 
world, edueatéd to the lottery business, and the mo- 
ment they run in opposition to the church you step 
in and, as agent for the Society for the Suppression of 
Vice, grab the ones whom your gilded palaces of re- 
ligion taught to defy and to break the laws. 

Dare you tackle the lottery business that is carried 
on 88 above stated in churches ? 

Is it a sin and a crime to run a lottery in a store, a 
saloon, or a business office, and a virtue to run a sim- 
ilar one in a church? 

You know that lotteries are held in churches. You 
know that the same plan to dispose of something is 
carried on in church fairs as in stores. 

Then why do you not walk into the dens of saints 
and ply your voeation, the same as you walk into the 
places of far more honest persons, because they make 
no pretensions to lip-service piety? 

Dare you walk into the church you are a member 
of and arrest a person who is there defying the law, 
trampling upon the constitution, and running a gam- 
bling school? 

Dare you arrest even one. member of a Christian 
church in this city, who in the church and in church 
service conducts a lottery scheme ? 

In your hunt for vice, sin, crime, defiance of law, 
etc., you should enter the churches once in a while. 

Impartial administration of the law is what we 
contend for. 


Yours is not an impartial administration of the 
law. Therefore it is of itself a fraud and.a disgrace 
that the society which defines your duties and pays 
you for performing is constantly cognizant of, and 
therefore responsible for. 

We will accompany you almost any night to one or 
more of the church fairs, religious lotteries going oh 
constantly in this city, and will point out to you bald- 
headed and adept offenders against the law regarding 
lotteries, if you will dare to arrest and prosecute. 

.A reply is requested, as the public will condemn 
you or the editor of this paper, and we desire to 
know which one is right. TEC 


————— —49—$-49»————— ——— 


Mrs. Walker's Determination. 


To vue Eprror or Tug TaurvH Sxxkzm, Sir: In 
your issue of January 8th you make me contradict 
myself. You say that you gave the notice of Lillian's 
release from jail on the “authority of Lucifer itself.” 
If you will refer to the issue of November 26th, you 
will see that I used this language: 


So, then, while I ask no one to help me pay the costs that 
her captors hav charged against Lillian for their trouble ih 
robbing her of her liberty, if she is not soon released, after 
her infamous sentence of forty-five days has expired, then I 
propose to raise from my own scanty earnings the money 
necessary to purchase her redemption from bondage, if she 
will consent to be thus released. 


The following paper, put into my hands by Lillian 
herself through the prison bars, givs her reasons for 
thus refusing to be ransomed: 


I want the readers of Lucifer and everyone else to dis- 
tinctly understand that I, and I only, am responsible for the 
refusal to pay my half of the costs. My father was deter- 
mined to pay my ‘‘ransom,” but I was determined that he 
should not; and finally, after much argument and pleading, 
I induced him to consent to leave the matter alone until I 
shall authorize him to purchase my liberty. But that time 
shall never come. I will never pay, nor allow to be paid, 
one cent of the costs of this prosecution, even though in de- 
fault thereof I shall end my life in a prison cell. Let them 
do their worst; I will never admit that I hav committed a 
“erime” by acting as I hav done in this union with Mr. 
Walker, nor will I beg a favor of them. They can keep me 
imprisoned all my life, they can kill me by inches ; but still 
I scorn and defy them. i : 

One of the county commissioners informed me this morn- 
ing that they would keep us in jail until the costs were paid, 
no matter how long that might be. He also informed me 
that I would be sent to Topeka or Leavenworth to be kept, 
and that Mr. Walker would be kept here ‘‘ until the Jast day, 
and that until after supper." So our friends need not be sur- 
prised if they hear nothing more of us. But we will still be 
living and as determined asever. Imprisonment may ruin 
our health; it cannot daunt our spirits. ' S 

My father came this evening with the intention of paying 
half the costs and taking me back home. But I will not con- 
sent to his doing so. He thinks that he wil be blamed for 
not doing his duty, that people willsay that he is an unnat- 
ural parent, etc. But it is not true; he has done all he pos- 
sibly could for my comfort. It is I who refuse to pay costs. 
Anyone who blames him for my remaining in jail is either 
ignorant of the facts or, to use plain Anglo-Saxon, a liar! 

Oskaloosa, Dec. 7, 1886. Lian Harman. 


The annexed paragraph, clipped from one of our 
county papers, shows the position of the court, com- 
missioners, and sheriff in regard to the matter: 

Sheriff Housh called on us Wednesday. He says the court 
issued an order for Walker and Lillian Harman to remain in 
jail until their fine and costs were paid, and he is willing to 
take care of them until his time is out, and then he will turn 
them over to his successor.—Meriden Report. 

The prison regulations now enforced against these 
^ anti-marriagists,” as they are called, are more arbi- ` 
trary and severe than ever before known in so-called 
civilized lands, so far as I hav ever heard. Not only 
are the prisoners forbidden to write for Lucifer and 
other papers, but for weeks past ail letters, and even 
postal cards, are forbidden to pass to or from them. 
And to cap the climax, the order now is that no read- 
ing matter whatsoever shall be allowed to reach them. 
No communication is permitted between Edwin and 
Lillian in the jail, and for several weeks no chance 
for an airing outside their respectiv cells has been 
vouchsafed to them. 

A hearing of the case was had on appeal before the ` 
supreme court of Kansas at Topeka, on Thursday, 


-the 6th inst., but no decision was reached, and it is 


not probable that a decision will be promulgated be- 
fore February 1st. Then, if the decision of the lower 
court is affirmed, it will mean perpetual imprison- 
ment, in default of payment of costs. If the lower 
court is not sustained, the case will go back on some 
technicality for another hearing, with a probability of 
the same result being reached as before. It is true 
that it is in the power of the supreme bench to set 
aside the verdict of the lower court, and declare that : 
there was no ground for prosecution, and thus end 
the case by ordering the prisoners to be released un- 
conditionally; but as all Kansas judges are electiv, 
it is scarcely to be expected that the members of the 
supreme bench will in this case so far sink the poli- 


-tician in the jurist as to giv judgment in accordance 


with the dictates of justice, to say nothing of consid- 
erations of humanity. 

Considerable space in Taz TRUTH SEEKER has been 
devoted by correspondents to criticisms on Mr. Walk- 
ers course in this affair, none of whom seems to hav 
sensed the real points at issue between us and our 
perseeutors. Not wishing to take up your valuable 
space with this discussion, I again offer to send to 
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any address, gratis, back numbers of Lucifer, show- | found of late very expensiv and unprofitable work to 
interfere with the opponents of supernatural creeds. 
It is a difficult matter to form Freethought societies on 
alargescale, as the Atheist must necessarily be a Free- 
thinker in every sense of the term, and out of any 
hundred of them, perhaps no two think alike on all 
points; and, besides this, the majority of them here 
prefer reading, or otherwise occupying themselvs in 
their own homes; and, having no God to pacify by 
going to his house every now and again, they will 
only attend a club or lecture just when the inclina- 
tion may take them, which may be, and often is, very 
seldom. Efforts will likely be made next year to 
consolidate as far as possible the Freethought com- 
munity, and in a twelve months’ time there may be 
some progress to report in this direction. 
Wishing you and your readers all 
happiness in the ensuing year, 
London, Dec. 29, 1886. 


ing just where we stand in this controversy. 
Yours for liberty, equality, and fraternity, 
M. Harman. 
Valley Falls, Kan., Jan. 10, 1887. 
——— —9-9—— —————— 


Locksley Hall, the Third. 


_ “Locksley Hall, the First,” we all know and love. 
“Locksley Hall, the Second,” has already been criti- 
eised with great force and justice by Taz TrUTH 
Seeker. “Locksley Hall, the Third,” is a title I 
want to substitute in place of that given by Mr. Louis 
Belrose, Jr., to à poem just published by Brentano, 
at Washington, and modestly called, “ To the Poet- 
Laureate.” Perhaps it might still more properly be 
termed, “ Locksley Hall, the Second.” It certainly 
harmonizes admirably with both its predecessors in 
melody, while it is far in advance of both of them in 
sentiment, as may be judged from some extracts: 

** Tet us hush this cry of forward, till ten thousand years ar 

s one," . 
Let üs atop the stars that, rising, light the night and bring 
- the dawn. 
Science moves but slowly, said you; science moves, and 
turns not back, 
Though welove or though we hate it, what she wills must 
clear the track. 


Though the rebel brute.within us writhe in anguish at the 


Bight, 

Factislord of earth and heaven, fact is truth, and truth is 
right. : 

Hopes that hung upon a dream are vanishing, and now we 
weep; 

Look ! the glorious sun is shining; shall we turn again to 
Bleep ? 

Courage, aye, and faith, O poet! Still when first the warm 
wind blows, 

Little birds shall nest in England, hedges bloom and bear the 
rose. 


England still has men and maidens fit for love and firm in 


need ; 
England still may find salvation, though she lose both crown 


and creed. ` 
F. M. Horrax». 
te 


Our London Letter 


It is stated as an incident of the late gale that a 
seaman, who was rescued with others from a wreck 
on the east coast, gave considerable trouble to his 
preservers, being loaded with a large Bible, which 
was fastened to him, with the result that he was 
dragged through the raging seas head downward in- 
to the lifeboat in an unconscious state, and was with 
difficulty restored. This would appear to be a very 
near exemplification of that passage in the blessed 
book stating that “the letter killeth.” Doubtless, in 
after life this man will relate his adventure as a 
signal instance of being preserved through having a 
Bible in his possession, and the tale will be served 
up in the Christian magazines ad libitum. I know a 
man who declares, and quite believes, that a piece of 
parchment inclosed in a bag, and worn under his 
shirt (which he tells me has been blessed by the 
. pope—the parchment, not the shirt) has saved his life 
on more than one occasion. I only remember one in- |. 
stance he gave, which was when he was fighting in 
Egypt; a sword gashed his thigh, and he was consider- 
ably shocked when I said I failed to see how the 
mysterious parchment had saved him. He explained 
that he might probably hav bled to death if he had 
not been the possessor of such an invaluable treasure. 
Fetich-worship is quite as widely spread in so-called 
Christian communities as in heathendom, and I can- 
not see how people can be so deluded as to subscribe 
such enormous sums to heathen missions, merely for 
the purpose of calling the particular object of worship 
by another name than that which it already bears. 

Judging from present appearances, the bulk of the 
people in this country will be in a state closely allied 
to lunacy next year ; and if all the proposed schemes 
are carried out; more money will be wasted than was 
' ever known before in the same space of time. The 
ehurch-house to be built in honor of the occasion, at 
a cost of £250,000, has met with great opposition 
from the minor clergy, who, however, do not object 
to the money being collected if possible, but think 
that, instead of building with it, a pro rata division 
should be made amongst themselves, excluding all 
the wealthy parsons. No doubt, very many other 
poor people would approve of a similar arrangement, 
and if the idea was fully carried out there would be 
an excellent opportunity of seeing the practical work- 
ing of Socialism for a short time. 

During the present year, now rapidly drawing to a | 
close, Freethought has been making fairly steady 
progress, though it is not always easy to say how 
much, as Freethinkers are not very well able to carry 
on their teaching in the style of the salvationists ; 
and we hav no revival meetings, nor missions, 
to stimulate the undecided ones, and so be able to 
boast of crowds being converted all at one time. 
The work is slow, but sure and steady ; new lecturers 
and writers are coming forward, and the opposition, 
once so persistent, is to a considerable extent 
abandoned or modified. The will to persecute is 
probably just as strong, but the means are not 80 
ready af hand as a few years back, and it has been 


revelation. 


all religious delusion. 


abstractly, singing h 
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: The Golden Age. 


A happy dream is haunting still the earth— 

In weary hearts it finds its brightest birth— 
When all shall be resplendent ’neath the sun, 
And the full harvest of man's soul be won; | 
When Freedom on its mountain hight shall reign 
And Wisdom walk upon the laden plain ; 
When every home shall be a gracious rest, 
And plenty to the lips of toil be pressed ; 
When truth shall be the monarch of the world, 
Its stainless banners o’er fair lands unfurled. 
Not backward o’er the struggling past we gaze 
To find the human soul’s sublimest rays; ` 

Not there the picture of the Golden Age, : 
Though many a splendid deed adorns its page ; 


Not there the glad fruition of our dream; 


We've only glimpses of its bright fore-gleam 

In souls heroic, lofty, pure, and wise, 

"Whose spirits drank the ardor of the skies. 

The ever-broadening way of human thought 

Still stretches to the goal for which they wrought; 
Like stars they shine upon the night of time, 

But pour their splendors into day sublime, 

That surely comes with golden promis wide, 
Breaking and glittering with full-flowing tide. 


We are not born to. perish like the swine ; 

To breathe and hope along our narrow line; 
To sink at last into a hopeless grave, 

And vanish like the glitter of a wave; 

In living link we struggle, each with all:. 
Bound to the race, with it we rise or fall, 
And its sublime career is ours to share; 

We claim the fruitage of its crowning fair. 
Our life is wrought into the gleaming whole; 
We touch the glory of the poet’s soul ; 

We paint the picture, carve the statue fine, 
And with the Golden Age our spirits shine. 
It is a dream; and yet ’tis real, too, 

As are the mountains and the bending blue; 
All nature is alive with its glad hour; 

The boundless future breathes its ample dower 
Upon the toil and struggle of to-day; 

Each duty flings its clear, prophetic ray, 
And joins us to the highest and the best; 

We cannot sink—we triumph with the rest. 


Weave, then, the golden future of the race 
With heart, hand, hope, and all your action’s grace; 
The Golden Age is more than poet’s fire; 

"Tis more than happy. thought or bright desire; 
It is within the humblest deeds we do; 

In faithful work the golden strands we view ; 
Day after day we make the beauty vast 

On farm, in shop, where’er our lot is cast. 

The iron rail, as well as roses light, 

The sturdy blow, as well as music’s flight, 
Make beautiful the life of coming years, 

Giv glory to the dawning day that cheers 

Our whole humanity, from least to great, 
With every varied talent and estate. : 


Each hope, each thought, each living heart and brain, 


Unfolds the grandeur of the one vast strain. 
SAMUEL P. PurNAM. 


Religion—Is It Permanent? 


The origin of the word “religion” is in dispute, 
and the definitions of it are as varied as its forms. A 
eomprehensiv definition of it is, adoration of super- 
natural powers with expectation of benefit. 
in this sense is universal, and no people hav yet been 
discovered who were entirely destitute of it. 
versality proves that it is congenial to man’s nature, 
but does not insure its continuance. 
ing, and war are universal, but total abstainers 
and peace men look for their extinction. Relig- 
ion has doubtless been in a measure beneficial, but 
in the light of present knowledge it appears illogical, 
unnecessary, h 

Religion is illogical. It is based on second-hand 
Samuel should worship if God speaks to 
him and demands it, but Thomas does right to de- 
mand a message by “direct wire” to himself. This 
acceptance of other people’s revelations is the root of 
Education destroys supernat- 
ural belief, and logic demands that the observances 
that arose from and depend upon that belief should 
be dropped. Holyoake remarks that speaking of a 
thing lessens the performance; the enthusiasm goes 
off in words instead of in acts. 
artists might as well meet and glorify trade and art 
s to commerce and uttering 
aspirations to beauty, but it is more logical to put 
the enthusiasm into the world. Knowledge of nature 
teaches that prayer is illogical, for the course of 
events is never arbitrarily interfered with, Effect is 
always preceded by natural cause. 


1, and doomed to extinction. 


prosperity and 
J. D. 


Religion 
Uni- 
Smoking, drivk- 


Merchants and 


Religion is unnecessary. Men find they can do 
without it. Its consolations are not effectiv, nor are 
its restraints heeded by educated people. A sea 
captain in a storm said: “There is now no hope but 
to put our trust in God.” An old lady exclaimed: 
“O Lord! has it come to that?" People now trust 
in human skill and knowledge. God has never asked 
for adoration, and cannot need it, and the emotion is 
more effectiv for man’s benefit, if practically applied. 

Religion is harmful. It gives supernatural ex- 
planations, and keeps people from looking into 
things. It has opposed all progress of science that 
conflicted with its “revelations.” Claiming divine 
authority, it is necessarily intolerant; and, logically, 
can kill, persecute, or malign those who ignore its 
claims. It prevents interest in this world by 
teaching that “religion is the chief: concern of 
mortals here below.” It considers the building of 
churches more important than the construction of 
drains; the maintenance of priests of more conse- 
quence than the provision of schoolmasters and 
health officers ; the future welfare of the soul of more 
moment than the present advantage of the body. It 
inculeates the study of the Hebrew scriptures and 
Christian gospels and epistles as divine oracles ; thus 
laying the foundation of sectarianism, and wasting in. 
tellect upon the rhapsodies and vagaries of the 
ancient oriental mind, instead of applying it to the 
opening of natures secrets for the advantage of 
man. 

Religion is doomed to extinction. It began in 
ignorance and fear, and declines coincidently with 
advance in knowledge of nature. The most ignorant 


‘{ and immoral peoples are the most religious. The de- 


gree of intelligence is shown by the distance at which 
God is placed. The supposed nearness of cause to 
effect corresponds to the education. The savage be- 
lieves in immediate divine agency, but knowledge 
discovers ever new links in the chain of causation. 
The evolution of religion is shown by Max Muller 
and other writers to progress through herotheism, 
polytheism, and monotheism to Atheism. Advance 
in science is coincident with the demand for a natural 
explanation of the universe. Progress, therefore, de- 
mands the abolition of religion, and the analogy of 
its past course of development points to its extino- 
tion. 

Religion may continue in name, and we see a great 
effort now made to interpret it as “morality,” “as- 
piration to the best,” “the consideration of man’s re- 
lation to the universe,” thus preserving its existence 
and vested interests while abandoning its doctrins. 
But this is not historic religion, nor is it an honest 
use of the word. As belief in religious doctrins de- 
clines, there is evidence of a union of all Christian 
denominations to combat Rationalism. They no 
longer can afford to quarrel among themselvs, and 
too many know their minor distinctions to be false, 
but a struggle for existence is impending. It there- 
fore behooves Rationalists to assume open and un- 
compromising hostility to religion and its forms. 
There will be enough half-way Liberals to remain in 
the church and reform it from within. But opposi- 
tion from without is essential to this reform, and all 
who see the falsity of supernatural religion should 
‘act up to their light. The worship of God absorbs 
a vast amount of thought, emotion, and means that 
might be directed more profitably to the considera- 
tion of the welfare of man. Every lover of humanity 
should insist that the welfare of man here and now 
should henceforth be “the chief concern of mortals 


here below.” Ropert C. Apams. 
—<$<— $$. 


Some New York Vital Statistics. 


In 1886, 12,216 marriages were registered in this city, 
against 11,716 in 1885. Two grooms and six brides were 
born at sea; 7,425 grooms and only 6,660 brides were foreign 
born. The American girls got the odd 765 foreign husbands. 
Of bridegrooms, 209 were colored, and of brides, 200. Nine 
negroes married white women. Eight Chinamen and one 
Japanese also took Caucasian brides. 

Widowers had better luck than widows. Of widowers, 
1,590, and of widows, 1,245 remarried. The men were ahead 
on third marriages by a score of 92 grooms to 38 brides, and 
one man was married for the fourth time, and one for the 
fifth time, with no women to dispute the record.. As to the 
ages of matrimony, these are the figures : 

Under 
f 90 204080 80 to 40 40t050 50 to 55 55 to 60 
Brides. .......2,964 7,449 1,285 864 54 14 
Grooms ........ 915 8,855 2,610 782 160 101 

The brides now almost disappear from the record. While 
there were 42 grooms between 60 and 65, there were but 6 
brides, and but half that number between 67 and 70, although 
there were 24 grooms. Only one bride owned up to being 
over 70. There were 8 grooms between 70 and 80, and two 
grooms confessed to being between 80 and 90. 

There were 37,330 deaths and 31,319 births, against 35,682 
deaths and 80,080 births in 1885. Under 5 years of age 16,- 
151 children died. There were 1,466 violent deaths, of which 
207 were from drowning and 222 by suicide. Fifty of the 
suicides were women. ‘The means of suicide were: Stabbing 
and cutting, 28; hanging, 38; shooting, 63; jumping from 
hights, 15; drowning, 16; suffocation by gas, 14; poisoning 
with paris green, 11; with arsenic in other forms, 6; opium, 
14; other poisons, 17. 
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SPECIAL NOTICE. l 

Tmerr are about a thousand of our subscribers in 
arrears, their indebtedness aggregating some two or 
three thousand dollars. To each one of these 
debtors, of course, theamount is small, but to us the 
amount is very large, and sadly hinders our work. 
We need this money—need it now—and we respect- 
fully ask that it be remitted. 

It costs a great deal of money to publish a large 
journal, and we hav no extensiv advertising patronage 
to help us out. We depend entirely upon the sub- 
scription list and book sales to obtain cash to pay 
bills, and when so large & sum as two and three 
thousand dollars is kept from us, the financial shoe 
grows painfully tight. 

Every subscriber can see upon his tab just to what 
date his subscription is paid. "Those whose time has 


expired, are requested to remit at once. 
te ———- 


Names Wanted. 

Will the readers of Tus Truta Szrkzn send us the 
names of all their friends who are Liberally inclined, 
so that they may receive a sample copy of this paper? 
We desire to largely increase the subscription list, 
and shall be grateful for all aid extended. 

If our present subscribers would mention to their 
Liberal friends that Taz Taura SEEKER is a good pa- 
per to subscribe for, it might be the means of ma- 
terially helping us. 


Protestant Jesuitism. 

We hav before called attention to a society exist- 
ing in this city for the ostensible purpose of protect- 
ing and perpetuating the separation of church and 
state. It is a society with a few correct principles 
and a lot of bad habits. Its few correct principles 
are held as the result of reading the constitutional 
writings of Infidels like Jefferson. Its bad habits 
hav been formed from too intimate association with 
Protestant pensioners upon the state. The state- 
ment of the society’s objects reads well to the ordinary 
Protestant. But if the society really meant what its 
secretary says it does, it would adopt the Nine De- 
mands of Liberalism. That is the best document to 
adopt to protect and perpetuate the separation of 
church and state. 

The society is just now considering a problem of 
importance to itself, if to no one else. It is this: 
Shall the society continue as an independent organi- 
zation, or leave its work to some other society, “ such, 
perhaps, as the Evangelical Alliance.” 

In his report to the society, in which this propo- 
sition is put, the secretary embodies an argument 
for the work in hand, and adds a short chapter upon 
state education. The gist of his argument is that 
things should be left about where they are now— 
churches should be exempted, chaplains appointed, 
Sunday laws passed, the Bible should still be read in 
the schools, He maintains that the Roman Catholic 


| sults that flow from such utterances and acts. 


cates, as a basis upon which all should unite, the adop- 
tion of the formula of the Hebrew rabbis of this city. 
The state, he thinks, should teach : 


**1. The existence of a God. 

** 9. The responsibility of every human being to God. 

** 8. The deathlessness of the human soul. 

“4. The reality of a spiritual state beyond the grave, in 
which condition must be determined by character.” 


Tf these are the society’s ideas of protecting and 
perpetuating the separation of church and state— 
thgt churches should pay no taxes; that chaplains 
should parade in hypocritical disguise before our 
legislatures ; that Sunday laws shall limit freedom 
of action one-seventh of the time; that a barbarous 
and obscene Bible shall be a rule of conduct for our 
children; that these children shall be taught the 
existence of something which the wisest admit they 
know nothing of; that responsibility to this gigantic 
myth shall be affirmed ; that the young mind shall be 
loaded down by the state with a belief in a deathless 
soul—what no man ever has proved; that there is a 
spiritual sphere beyond this life—if all these consti- 
tute the society’s ideas of separation of church and 
state, we think the society will do well to leave its 
work for the Evangelical Alliance to complete. The 
“spiritual state, in which condition must be deter- 
mined by character,” is heaven and hell; the other 
basic principles are Christian dogmas. The whole 
platform is covered deep with sectarianism. The 
Evangelical Alliance can do no worse, and has, at 
least, the merit of being honest in its claims. The 
Alliance does not sail with the Union flag aloft and 
skull and crossbones in the locker. 

Let the people know just.what you want, Mr. 
Plumb, when you ask their support. Jesuitical or- 
ganizations do not commend themselvs to Americans. 

Iu e Wed LA 


We Urge a Gentleman to Right Himself. 


In the last Trurm SEEKER we expressed a wish 
coincident with that of the publisher of the Progressiv 
Age that our esteemed friend, J. M. Jamison, would 
* uge some method to right himself " as to an unwar- 
ranted statement he had previously made in that 
journal concerning Tae Tauru Srrxr&. Mr. Jamison 
evidently thinks that he has done so in the subjoined 
from the Progressiv Age of January 8th: 

“ Jt seems that the editor of THz TRUTH SHEKER has had 
his feathers ruffled by my statement that Tuz TRUTH SvgxER 
had ceased its utterances about the Chicago Anarchists be- 
cause of loss of subscribers. The publisher of this paper has 
since come out in a‘ pardon’ card disowning any responsi- 
bility for my criticism on the position of that otherwise able 
journal, and trusts that I ‘ will use some method to right my- 
self? [hav nothing to ‘right’ on my part, but felt it a duty 
to do what I could to ‘right’ the editor of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, a8 many other well-wishers for the Liberal cause 
hav done to get him ‘right side up with care’ on the An- 
archist question. I dare correct the errors of even Liberal 
writers, who sometimes misconstrue Freethought liberties 
into a license to advocate the destruction of society, law, and 
order under the flimsy pretext of freedom of speech and 
action, then ask to be acquitted of the legitimate deathly re- 
I hav no 
patience with such ‘crazy thinkers’ and writers, that they 
write in or edit a‘ Freethought paper’ to the contrary not- 
withstanding; and the subscriber who refuses to support a 
publication that advocates the licensing of murder, the de- 
struction of law, order, and society under the guise of ‘ Free- 
thought,’ does not ‘ only serve to show that the subscriber 
made a mistake in supposing that he wanted a Freethought 
paper,’ but it shows that such a subscriber has retained his 
mental balance and is able to distinguish between Free- 
thought and license for evil. 

‘* Of course I hav it not within my power to state whether 
subscribers in discontinuing THE TRUTH SEEKER informed 
the publisher of the reasons for discontinuing the same, but 
Ido know that THE TRUTH SEEKER published various com- 
munications from subscribers censuring the editor's course in 
the strongest terms, and expressing sincere regret. Right 
on the heels of these, readers of Tue TRUTH SEEKER must 
hav been very forcibly informed that the management of that 
journal had taken a hint (before being completely kicked 
out) by the very sudden cessation of the disturbing feature, 
for which THE Trurn SEEKER columns were so soon Con- 
spicuous. I do know that I hav received letters commend- 
ing the position I took and expressing much regret at the 
Course pursued by Tas TRUTH SEEKER. I do know that 
months ago several TRUTH SEEKER subscribers told me that 
on this account they should stop the paper as soon as the 
time for which they had paid expired, with the names of 
whom I did not then charge my mind. If the editor of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER flatters himself that what I say is untrue, let 
him write to C. Garwood, Box 858, Baltimore, Md., why he 
stopped his subscription, and at the same time ask what that 
gentleman knows of his neighbors who were or are also sub- 
scribers. James Bayne, of this city, stopped it for the same 
reason. When the Anarchist aberration has passed off THE 
TzurH SEEKER editors mind, that journal will doubtless 


Our friend never made a greater mistake in his life 
than in printing the foregoing. So far from righting 
himself, he has wronged himself outrageously. 

Granting, for the. moment, that the writer is cor- 
rect about Messrs. Garwood and Bayne, we might 
offset against them many times their number who 
hav subscribed for Tue Truru Szexer because, as 
they put it, they wanted to take a paper that de- 
fended freedom and was in favor of fair play even for 
Anarchists. So that were the editor of Tuz Taur 
SrExeEr governed in his utterances by the subscrip- 
tion list (evidently Mr. Jamison’s idea of an editor's 
criterion of principles and conduct) the balance would 
still be in favor of our judgment. But neither of the 
gentlemen mentioned assigned any such réason as 
alleged, and one of them gave an entirely different 
cause for discontinuing. But allowing that these 
two did refuse to renew because of the Anarchist 
affair, and multiplying these many times, measuring 
by the rule of Cash, we are ahead quite a good 
deal. And if there was any “ very sudden cessation 
of the disturbing feature” conspicuous in our col- 
umns, it was not from the cause assigned, but be- 
cause we had said all that the occasion demanded. 
Mr. Jamison should recollect Mr. Ingersoll’s advice 
to Liberal editors not to play too much upon one 
string, however wonderful the music. 

In publishing the first statement, without know- 
ing anything whatever as to the facts, Mr. Jamison 
began wronging himself. The greatest wrong, how- 
ever, which J. M. Jamison has done to J. M. Jamison 
is his misrepresentation of Tur Truru Szexzr, in 
which he crowds upon the line beyond which lie the 
miasmic fields of dishonesty. Mr. Jamison says: 

“ I hav nothing to right on my part, but felt it a duty to 
do what I could to right the editor of TuE TRUTH SEEKER 

on the Anarchist question.” 

And then he continues, referring to us: 

“I dare correct the errors of even Liberal writers who 
sometimes misconstrue Freethought liberties into a license 
to advocate the destruction of society, law, and order, under 
the flimsy pretext of freedom of speech and action.” 

Again, and now referring to our contributors as 
well as the editor : 

** I hav no patience with such crazy thinkers and writers, 
that they write in or edit a Freethought paper to the contrary 
notwithstanding." 

And now the charge is direct : 

“ And the subscriber who refuses to support a publication 
that advocates the licensing of murder, the destruction of 
law, order, and society, under the guise of Freethought, 
shows that he has retained his mental balance and is able to 
distinguish between Freethought and license for evil.” 

These are gentle charges to make—that we hav 
misconstrued Freethought liberties into license to 
advocate the destruction of society, the destruction 
of law, and the destruction of order; and that Tux 
Trurx SEEKER has advocated the licensing of murder. 
Upon what foundation do the charges rest? Upon 
this, and nothing more: There are seven men in 
Chicago under sentence of death, convicted for what? 
Because some unknown man at a meeting threw a 
bomb which killed several policemen. Two of the 
convicted men were not at the meeting at all, and 
there was no evidence, except that of one man, which. 
was impeached, says the Chicago Sentinel, beyond all 
question, to show that any of the convicted men 
threw or helped to throw the bomb. The judge who 
sentenced them officially placed this on record. No 
one knows who threw the bomb; and how can the 
court hold men as accessories where there is no 
principal? 

We regarded the trial as unfair, because of the 
clamor of the press; and the conviction unjust, be- 
cause of insufficient evidence. We said so. That is 
all we hav done. Since then a good many others 
hav said so, some of them prominent Liberals, like 
Charles Watts—surely an unprejudiced person; 
Samuel P. Putnam, secretary of the American Secu- 
lar Union; E. A. Stevens, chairman of the Executiv 
Committes of the Union ; J. L. Andrew, and dozens of 
others. We hav conversed on the case with but one 
Liberal who thought the men should hang, and he 
had not read the evidence. Our opinion is now the 
opinion of all the workingmen’s organizations of this 
and almost every other city. Thousands of names 
of those who are not generally counted as “ working- 
men,” and do not belong to any organization, hay 
been signed to a petition for a new trial; and even 
the Municipal Council of Paris and the Council of 
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the Seine hav deemed the matter grave enough to 
add their entreaties in a petition to the authorities of 
Illinois, transmitted to the governor by our em- 
bassador to France. Surely, in a matter in which so 
many agree, there is sufficient merit to base an 
opinion upon. 

. The editor of Tux Tauv& Srexer has put these 
things before the publie many times. He has stated 
in the clearest way possible in the English language 
that he is not an Anarchist. He has devoted time 
and space to showing why the Anarchistic phi- 
losophy is all wrong. He has said that if these men 
had been fairly and convincingly convicted of murder 
they should meet the penalty. Yet in the face of all 
this the absurd sentences of Mr. Jamison are writ- 
ten. With him plain words seem to hav no value 
whatever, and the statement of an opponent, if not 
beyond his comprehension, certainly never limits his 
lurid sentences. 

We still desire our friend to right himself. And 
as he seems to be governed in all things by Cash, we 
wil hold out a reward. We will pay him one 
hundred dol'ars for every editorial he can find in 
Tre Trura SEEKER advocating the destruction of 
either law, or order, or society ; one hundred dollars for 
every sentence advocating the licensing of murder. If 
this sum is not large enough to stimulate him to right 
himself, the reward will be increased. We are de- 
termined that Mr. Jamison shall yet do justice to Mr. 
Jamison, 

t 


Labor and Religion. 


Writing of the late candidate for mayor of this 
city, and the Catholic church, the editor of the New 
York Herald says: ; 


* And now comes a heavy blow to the workingman’s organ- 
ization. From the capitalists and monopolists ? Not at all. 
From Mr. George himself. The practical result of what he 
says is that & laborer, if he is & Catholic, must giv up his 
church and his religion as a first step toward the realization 
of his ideas. 

** Well, the Catholics will not doit. Weshould hav mighty 
little respect for them if they did do it. No man has a right 
to ask them to do it. If Mr. George's theory of social life in- 
cludes renunciation of a man's religion, then the theory 
is radically wrong, and the great body of his followers will 
leave him rather than leave their church. All that is as plain 
as a pikestaff.” 


The Herald is looking into the wrong end of the 
glass. A man may be as religious as Torquemada 
: and still accept Mr. George's theories. It is the re- 
ligion which refuses to yield; which does not allow 
its votaries to think a new thought, and which is 
radically wrong. In fact, both Mr George and the 
Catholic hurc. may be radically wrong, and yet a 
man has the unbounded right to believe in either. 


9 oe — 
The Bakers and the Clergy. 

The bakers of New York seem to think the clergy 
govern the city, or at least bav a powerful “pull” 
with its inhabilants. Bakers’ Union No. 1 has issued 
an appeal to those Sabbath-desecrating gentlemen 
who earn their living on the Lord’s day. The appeal 
recites that bakers work exceedingly long hours every 
day; that many of them are compelled to labor on 
Sunday; that they hav tried to bav Sunday work 
abolished, to no avail; “therefore,” they say, “we 
appeal to the clergy of this city for assistance, and 
‘beseech you, reverend sirs, to do all in your power to 
hav this grievance abolished within your respectiv 
parishes. We believe you can do a great deal of 
good in this matter; and as your duty as clergymen 
and humanitarians commands you to see that the 
Sabbath is not desecrated by toil, we feel satisfied 
that our appeal to you will not be made in vain.” 

Poor bakers! D. they not know that every clergy- 
man of a wealthy parish is bound to be against them, 
and that the real humanitarians among the ministers 
of this city can almost be counted on the fingers of 
one hand? Do they not know that the doctrin of 
Christianity to-day is, “Be contented with the posi- 
tion in which it has pleased God to place you,” 
whether that position is the scorching temperature 
of bakers’ cellars or the freezing front-platform of a 
street-car? Do they really expect the clergy will tell 
their customers to eat stale bread and dry cake on 
Monday that the bakers may rest on Sunday? Do 
they imagin a single clergyman will speak from his 
pulpit against their long hours, low wages, and bad 
treatment? Poor unsophisticated bakers, how little 
you know of the church! If the slaves of the South 


had waited for jhe church to free them, they would | 


| be cultivating cotton to-day, with slab-sided pietists 
from Vermont as overseers. . 
The clergy, like God, help those who help them- 


selves, and the clergy are never the first to begin. 
————— —-4-9—— ———— —— 


A Historical Statement. 


A correspondent from Kansas, in closing a busi- 
ness-letter, says : 

“ I believe it to the interest of the cause for you to giv a 
historical statement for and against the existence of Christ in 
your paper. The proof must be independent of the Bible.” 

With every disposition in the world to oblige a 
friend, we cannot comply. Outside of the Bible 
there is not one word of historical evidence for the 
existence of Jesus. And, of course, the historians 
did not say, in so many words, that he did not liv. 
Perhaps what will best suit our correspondent is the 
* Revelations of Antichrist,” giving the reasons for 
supposing the Jesus of the gospels to hav been some- 
body else. It is a work far too voluminous to reprint 


in these columns. 
— —— 94-49 9—————————— 


Editorial Notes. 


COLONEL INGERSOLL is lecturing the people in various sections of 
the country at $100 & night on ihe wickedness of accumulating 
riches.—Yonkers Gazette. t 


The inaccuracy in the above statement is that not one word 
of it is true. 


THE court at Morristown did not reach Mr. Reynolds's case 
last Tuesday. The report of the grand jury, the calendaring 
of some civil cases, and the trial of a murderer took preced- 
ence of the blasphemer. The case will probably be reached 
some time next week. 


—_——— 

Ir Dr. McGlynn could break the alliance between the Tam- 
many Hall end of the Democratic party of this city and the 
Fifth avenue cathedral,he would be doing the citizens of 
this city an inestimable benefit, and more to purify politics 
‘than the civil-service reformers of two states. 


Two members of the Young Men’s Christian Association of 
Buffalo had a theatrical manager arrested for running his 
theater on Sunday, and the manager retaliated by having 
them arrested for running their oil refineries upon the holy 
Sabbath. It’s a poor law that don’t apply to more than one 
person, says the manager. 


Henry Warp Brgonzr says that the Anarchists “ are as 
much outside the pale of humanity as the wolf and bear. It 
is not culpable to exterminate them.” The Winsted Press is 
logical in adding: ‘‘Now, according to the theory on which 
the seven innocent Anarchists of Chicago are condemned to 
death, if anybody shall hereafter kill an Anarchist it will be 
the duty of the state to hang Beecher.” 


A OORRESPONDENT of the Investigator relates that at a 
prayer-meeting lately held in the prison at Charlestown, the 
chaplain had much to say upon the infiuence of the Christian 
religion in making people moral. He was replied to by one 
of the convicts, who said he couldn’t indorse that statement, 
as there were more than fifty murderers and man-slaughterers 
in the prison, every individual of whom was a Christian. The 
attention of the Catholic priest of the Connecticut state 
prison is respectfully called to this incident. 


——— — cad B 
A rABoR paper informs the public that the Clerks’ and 
Salesmen's Union of this city will labor to hav the Penal 
Code amended so that tradesmen arrested repeatedly for 
violating the Sunday law shall not get off with $1 fines. 
When the clerk's get to Albany in their endeavor to enforce 
eighteenth-century Sunday laws they will run against an oppo- 
sition beside which a stone wall is soft. There are too many 
interests in this city which object to the enforcement of Sun- 

day laws for them to accomplish their purpose. 


- Ovr in Oshkosh, Wis., the home of our viril Infidel friend 
George M. Hare, the pastor of the Lutheran church has set 
up an excommunicating shop in opposition to the Canadian 
cardinal. Last week the Rev. I. G. Nuetzel preached a 
sermon on the Knights of Labor, and announced that if any 
members of his church belonged to the order, they must re- 
sign from it or be expelled from the church. The announce- 
ment created a great stir among the Lutherans, and it is pre- 
dicted that the Knights of Labor will lose a large number of 
members in consequence of the attitude of the church. 


Ir thefool-killer of Indiana starts out seriously bent on busi- 
ness, a writer in an Indianapolis journal signing himself *' In- 
ter Nos" will be in great peril. That anonymous writer pre- 
tends to see great significance in our printing a communica- 
tion without expressing dissent from the sentiments thereof. 
This Indiana writer must be very young. If we printed our 
editorial disagreement every time one of our correspondents 
says something which goes against our own opinion, the two 
editorial pages would hav to be expanded into four. It seems 
tous that a great many people are needlessly worrying over 
the communications of Mr. Slokum’s, and the author’s 
identity. A letter lying on our desk says that Si Slokum 
is James Redpath, and that Mr. Redpath is trying to get up 
a revolution through the columns of Taz Trura SEEKER. 
Another says he is Col. R. J. Hinton. 
wrong, of course. Mr. Redpath is the managing editor of 


: the North American Review—a valuable publication, by the 


w&y—and has not written a line for these columns for years. 
Colonel Hinton is industriously pursuing his career as a 
journalist, and is engaged upon the large dailies of this city. 


His sentiments hav never been expressed in these columns 
except through the pen of George Macdonald in his wonder- 


These guesses are all- 


ful reports of the Liberal Club. To quiet the nerves of 
those who imagin that the editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER is 
inaugurating a bloody revolution, we will let out an editorial 
secret concerning Mr. Slokum's communication. It was first 
taken to John Swinton. The rotund and rosy-faced propri- 


|prietor of his own paper read it, and said to the waiting 


writer, ** True enough; but I wouldn't print it for five thou- 
sand dollars." As Mr. Slokum couldn't raise any more than 
that sum, he put the article in his pocket and came here. 
We read so high-priced an article with curiosity, and said to 
Mr. Slokum that we didn't think he was within several years' 
travel of correct, but we would print it, which we did, with 
results almost appalling. If Mr. Slokum's story in the AN- 
NUAL for 1887 creates as much excitement as his communi- 
cation, we shall gently lead him to the top of the Brooklyn 
Bridge tower, and push him off. 


A MURDERER hanged on the 18th inst. at Norristown left a 
confession of his crime and a farewell address, of which 
eighteen pages were devoted to proving the existence of a 
God. The about-to-be-deceased gentleman expressed his 
feelings generally in the following pious paragraph: “ Istand 
upon the brink of a never-ending eternity in terrible disgrace, 
and, barring the sympathy of a few Christian people, ab- 
solutely friendless in America. This, though the saddest, is 
one of the happiest hours of my life. I hav been born again 
—converted unto God. Iam as humble as a little child. I 
love him and all his people. A voluntary and true repent- 
ance and almost unceasing prayers of faith hav carried the 
forts of Satan by storm, and the victory (which is the gift of 
God) is mine." 


Tux daily papers report that the Rev. William M. Gilbert, 
of the 8t. James Methodist Episcopal church of Philadelphia, 
has become a Rationalist. On Sunday, the 9th, he announced 
to his congregation that he bad for some time been uneasy in 
his mind, and had finally concluded not to preach what he 
did not believe. He subsequently said to members of his 
congregation that he did not believe in the divinity of the 
Bible, and did not know anything about immortality or 
whether there was a God. Several of the ministers of Phila- 
delphia expressed great surprise at the defection of Mr. Gil- 
bert, although some said it was nothing more than they ex- 
pected, as Mr. Gilbert had not been sound in his views for 
some time. Mr. Gilbert is about forty years of age, and has 
been in the ministry some twenty years. He had held sev- 
eral important charges in Philadelphia, and was appointed to 
St. James’s church at the meeting of the Philadelphia con- 
ference in March last. 


On another page we print a communication from Mr. Har- 
man. If that estimable gentleman will refer to Lucifer of 
Dec. 8, 1886, top of second editorial column, on second pago, 
he will find this paragraph, by Martha Meadows, and re- 
printed from the Valley Falls Register of even date with 
Lucifer : 

“On this coming Saturday (Dec. 4th] Miss Harman, of the 
Walker-Harman anti-marriage jail-birds, can walk out of the door 
of the steel cage, free. Walker cannot walk out for another thirty 
days. Great is autonomy.” 


If Mr. Harman, after reading this, will turn to the last eol- 
umn on the first page, and to the third column of the second 
page of the same issue of Lucifer, he will find that he com- 
mented severely upon this letter of Martha Meadows, but 
nowhere denied that his daughter would be free the next 
day. The conclusion, then, was natural that Mrs. Walker 
would be released. We could not know—what it seems Mr. 
Harman did not know so late as the day before the expiration 
of his daughter’s sentence—that Mrs. Walker would refuse 
to be liberated. i 


Information for Book Buyers. 

* Gop and His Book” is the heaviest Iconoclastic broad- 
side that lias been fired at the Jewish Jehovah and the Bible 
by any recent English Freethinker. Christians may get 
angry at it, but their system of religion cannot escape con- 
viction under the powerful indictment drawn by Mr. Ross. 


Demas Barnzs’s "In Search of Summer Breezes in 
Northern Europe" is .. capital narrrativ, and, what is more, 
is one of the few books of travel that deal honestly with the 
church and her history. Mr. Barnes finds Christianity to be 
&t the bottom of much of Europe's misery, and has no hesita- 
tion in saying so. 

Tus Freethinker Magazine has been removed by Mr. 
Green from Salamanca to Buffalo, and comes out in larger ty pe 
and with an engraved cover. T. B. Wakeman’s name ap- 
pears as associate editor. The leading article in the January 
number is Mr. Ingersoll’s Lay Sermon, reprinted from Tue 
Truro SEEKER’s pamphlet. Arother and exceedingly good 
article is by A. B. Bradford on Prohibition. The ** Woman 
Soul,” by Courtlandt Palmer, heads the literary department. 
The magazine is greatly improved in appearance, and should 
be generally found in the families of Freethinkers. 


Mr. B. R. Tuoxgr, of Boston, has undertaken the gigantic 
task of translating the works of P. J. Proudhon, and issuing 
them in monthly parts of sixty-four pages each. When a 
volume is finished, they will be rebound for & small sum. 
Each volume will contain nearly five hundred pages, and 
there will be not far from fifty volumes. The monthly parts 
are twenty-five cents each, or three dollars per annum. Mr. 
Proudhon was the great French Anarchist,and in his works he 
covered the fields of political economy, sociology, religion, 
metaphysics, history, literature, and art. For those who 
like Anarchistic works Mr. Tucker’s scheme possesses great 
advantages, and perhaps he might be induced toward the 
close of his labors to hasten the work that its completion 
may come within the compass of an ordinary lifetime. The 
parts are admirably printed from large new type upon heavy 
paper, and when & volume is bound it will indeed be hand- 
some. Mr. Tucker’s address is box 8,866, Boston, Mass. 
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“ Little Lessons for Little Folks.” I am ten years old. I 

‘hav read it nearly through. I like it very much, and will 
show it to my playmates. I think it would be good for 
every little boy to hav such a nice book. I am very fond of 
reading, and always keep my books clean and tidy. I will 
write you a longer letter some other time, for I am getting 
sleepy, as I always go to bed early. 


Yours truly, HARRY Storrs. 


BarLsTON Spa, N. Y., Jan. 3, E.M. 287. 
Mr. Eprror: Let me say a word about ‘‘ A Truth Seeker 
Around the World.” Mrs. Thorpe says it would take a 
large farm to buy these volumes from her if she could not 
get more, and I indorse every word she says. It is without 
exception the best work of its kind in the world, and there 
is not a Liberal in America who would be without it if he or 
she knew its value. I tell you we all feel proud of our Lib- 
eral library, and we take solid comfort with it, and a more 
happy, Infidel family is not to be found in America. Wishing 
. you all good health, long life, and that Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
and its cartoons may never die, we all remain yours for the 

cause of humanity and truth. 
Mrs. anp Mz. Wm. THORPE AND FAMILY. 


BeLLMORE, N. Y., Dec. 28, 1886. 
Mr. Eprroz: I hav just read ‘‘ Personal Existence After 
Death Improbable,” a 82-page pamphlet, by L. R. Smith, 
lately published by the Truth Seeker Company. It is neatly 
gotten-up and decidedly the best thing of its length I hav 
ever read upon this interesting topic. I regard the work as 
a valuable contribution to Liberal literature, and & hard 
thing for the disciples of orthodoxy to meet. Some people 
talk a great deal and say but little. Not so with the author 
of this work. He is another kind of individual by a large 
majority. Every word tells. He strikes straight from the 
shoulder, and his blows are of the sledge-hammer order. 
His diction is good, his style superb, and his argument un- 
answerable. Every Liberal in the land should hav a copy of 

this “little giant " work. L. Herve. 
P.S.—Inclosed find 25 cents, for which send me this 

amount in ‘‘ A Lay Sermon." L. H. 


Sr. Joser, Mo., Dec. 30, 1886. 

Mr. Eprron: Find inclosed $4—$8 to renew my subscrip- 
tion, 50 cents for a dozen of Colonel Ingersoll’s ‘‘ Lay. Ser- 
mon," 25 cents for the Trura SEEKER ANNUAL, and 25 cents 
for Dr. Foote's ‘‘Hand-Book.” I hav taken your paper a 
year, but I hav been a Freethinker for over twenty years. I 
was brought up in the Catholic religion, but Iam now an 
Atheist. Ilike your paper very well; the pictures are good 
and interesting. 

I pass around the works of Voltaire and ‘Volney to my 
Catholic neighbors. I knew a priest in Louisiana who ran 
away with $18,000; it was money subscribed for rebuilding 
a church. He was a very good priest, and everybody had 
confidence in him. Another one stole $5 from a poor man. 
I never knew one honest priest. ‘‘ The Decay of Christian 
Morality,” by L. K. Washburn, is one of the greatest truths 
8bout Christianity ever told. CHARLES LAMBERT. 


GARRETT, KAN., Dec. 28, 1886. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $1.50 for Taz TRUTH 
Srrxer for six months from Jan. 1st. 

Ihav thought for some time of suggesting to you to giv us 
in Tux TRUTH SEEKER a compilation of the doleful and dam- 
aging (to Christianity) remarks made by Christian divines 
and eminent Christian writers who, after having made 
thorough research into Christian lore and history, hav been 
compelled to deplore its weaknesses and failures to sustain 
itself on firm and tenable grounds. 

I hav occasionally run across a saying of a Christian writer 
like the Rev. Albert Barnes, who, it was said, after he had 
Spent many years writing commentaries and works on the 
Bible, remarked that the, matter looked very dark, or words 
to that effect. I think a chapter of such admissions, and 
telling where they can be found, from different divines (I 
think there are a number of them extant), would be a good 
missionary document. CHARLES GREGG. 

[If Mr. Gregg will collect the '* doleful remarks,” we will 
cheerfully print them.—Eb. T. S.] 


. Newrorr, Me., Jan. 9, 1887. 

Mz. Eprror: I want the rich Infidels, Liberals, and Spir- 
itualists to donate one hundred dollars to put in pamphlet 
form the lecture of 8. P. Putnam printed in T&g TRUTH 
SEEKER entitled '* The New God." But few workingmen 
hav read more than I hav in the last forty years, and I can 
truly say I hav never been so completely electrified and had 
every drop of my blood so stirred to healthy action, as by 
reading that sermon. 

Are there no others but the readers of THE TRUTH SEEKER 
that are to read that grand and able production? Must it lie 
unread except by comparativly a few, when millions ought 
to read it? 

The world wil not progress until it gets a '* new God.” 
Every crime that has been committed for thousands of years 
can be charged to the Christians’ Bible God. 

No person in the world will know my feelings when I was 
reading that immensely important sermon. I cried out from 

‘the depths of my soul, ** Oh, why hav I not the means to send 
out a million copies of that sermon to open the eyes of the 
people that they may become free men and women, and be 
no longer slaves to a blasting, enslaving, degrading belief in 
an inhuman, monster God ?' It ought to be put in cheap 
pamphlet form and scattered by hundreds of thousands. 


In every grand and noble effort made by reformers to bet- 
ter the world God has stepped on the track, determined to 
block the way, and only by an immense amount of hard 
work has he been dragged off. But go he must; die he 
shall, that humanity may liv. SEWARD MITOHELL. 

[Mr. Putnam's lecture, ** The New God," will be printed 
in a neat pamphlet at once, selling for 10 cents. Orders will 
be filled as soon as the pamphlet is out.—Ep. T. S.] 


. ANSONIA, Conn., Jan. 5, 1887. 

Mz. Epiror: Mr. Reynolds's article in the last TRUTH 
SEEKER deserves the attention of all Liberals. By all means 
let us hav a Mutual Aid Association. It will unite and hold 
Liberals together as nothing else can. 

Atthelast meeting of our local soeiety here the subjeot 
was brought up, and without exception all present were in 
favor of it. 

Let every local organization discuss the. matter at their 
meetings. The different views of Liberals can thus be ob- 
tained, and at the same time an idea can be formed of the 
number of persons we can depend upon to join us. 

The subject should be thoroughly discussed in the various 
Freethought journals, and Liberals should present the mat- 
ter to all their friends who hold Liberal views. There is no 
reason why & solid and powerful association cannot be 
formed very soon. 

‘Some of our members think there should be a death bene- 
fit, but none for sickness, while others think there should be 
both. 

Let every Liberal make such suggestions as he or she 
thinks proper. We want all the information we can get. 
Let us hear from Liberals. Gro. G. GROWER. 


l Forr Worta, Texas, Jan. 5, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: In ‘‘Mixed Pickles,” December 25th, Si 
Slokum asks who wrote the lines: ‘‘What mortals think 
they know of God,” etc. I hav a few verses I wrote several 
years ago, and came very near getting in jail for it at 
Fayette, Mo. Here they are: 

What mortals waste through fear of God, 
If half was rightly used, 


*Twould rend the bands that bind man’s brains 
For centuries abused. 


What mortals think they know of God 
A million tomes rehearse. 

What mortals do not know of God 
O'erflows the universe. 


Away with church and Bible Gods, 
Make mortals free to speak ; 

Teach them not under priestly robes 
To heaven they can sneak. 


Mortals, fear not this fabled god, 
But make a god that acts 
In harmony with the men and times, 
And not with Bible facts. 
Long liv Taz TRUTH SEEKER! It reaches me on Monday— 
I get it from a newsdealer. I don't belong to the Secular 
Union, for I don't stay in one place long enough. I wasa 
Knight of Labor, but came to the conclusion that Mr. 
Powderly was working in the interest of the church too 
much. He is a Catholic, and has not been excommunicated. 
His orders concerning the Anarchists shook my faith, and I 
withdrew. I will be subject to no political or church man. 
I was born in exile in Siberia, and you can judge whether I 
am posted on slavery or not. À STRANGER. 


SorpikES'! Home, Wis., Jan. 4, 987. 

Me. Epor: Having seen in our latest TRUTH SEEKER 
extracts from Tennyson's remarkable effort in verse, instruct- 
ing the Johnny Bull aristocracy, in a sort of circumlocutory 
way, how to mismanage their national affairs, I was mightily 
impressed with the notion that many tons of better poetry 
than Tennyson's went every day into somebody’s waste- 
basket. Alas! poor Tennyson! too much monarchy hath 
made thee mad. Tennyson should write, like your humble 
servant, expressly for the waste-basket. For instance, like this: 


U. 8. RELIGION RUNNING WILD. 
What sottish priest can’t easily tell 
His oft-told tale of heaven and hell? 

And prove it in & miuute? 
Enough at least to satisfy 
The mob that always linger by 
T'invest their money in it. 


When Jones attends the “Holy Fair,” 

The rabble run from everywhere, 
Surround him in a minute; 

As Sammy flings his logic down, 

Their godly yells distract the town. 
Sam smiles. There's money in it. 


When Brooklyn's foul-tongued apish clown 
Performs his antics up and down, 
Where fashion's dupes assemble, 
He gyrates glib, with ardent soul, 
Their madd'ning shouts surpass control, 
While roof and rafter tremble. 


His ghoulish gaze, his mocking face, 
His nine-inch smile and wild grimace, 
Cause some of them to wonder. 

He sees their fix, he’s there in time 
To turn the scale. O God sublime! 
They shake the house like thunder. 


. Alas! and did their savior bleed 
To giv us all a side-show creed, 
To humor Jones and Talmage? 
Far better had their God not died. 
Had these two cranks been crucified, 
There had been little damage. 


Now, Mr. Editor, if by any possible miracle these verses 
should receive favorable notice, I will send my paper con- 


committees, etc., etc., like mighty easy “‘readin’.” . 


Yours straight, | NzrsoN How-. 


Newark, N. J., Jan. 10, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: At the meeting of the Newark Liberal 
League yesterday, Mr. T. B. Wakeman delivered his very 
able and interesting lecture on ‘‘ The Scientific Conception of 
God.” The hall was well filled, although the day. was 
stormy. A discussion followed. Other exercises consisted 
of a reading entitled, ‘‘ Trying to Convert an Infidel” (from 
** Peck's Bad Boy ”), by Mr. John G. Hunter; the singing of 
two Secular songs by the audience, and announcements, 
among which the chairman said that Chas. B. Reynolds 
would lecture on the next Sunday, and spoke of his trial at 
Morristown, advising any that could to be present on that 
occasion. i 

Since the opening of our lectures in September, we hav had 
lecturers and lectures about as follows: Henry Nichols, on 
* Monastic Communism;" J. L. Andrew, ‘‘Liberty and 
Law ;” Dr. J. K. Bailey, ‘‘ Mistakes of Materialism,” and a 
second Sunday on ‘“‘ Immortality; or, The Psychic Powers 
of Man;" Wm. Hanson, first on ‘‘ Prohibition Unconstitu- 
tional,” second Sunday in a discussion on the same subject, 
worded a little differently, with Dr. E. V. Wright, each oc- 
cupying fifteen minutes alternately, covering ninety minutes, 
to a crowded house; Mr. Chas. B. Reynolds, on ‘‘ What the 
Bible Really Teaches;” L. K. Washburn, ‘‘ Criticisms of the 
Christian Church;” Dr. T. L. Brown, on ‘‘Some of the 
Things and Laws of This Life;" Nelson Gates, ‘‘ Is the Will 
Free?" Mrs. Lucy N. Colman, ‘‘ Reminiscences of the Anti- 
Slavery Movement;” Dr. Robert A. Gunn, “ Truth About 
Alcohol," and Wm. Hanson on the two Sundays just previ- 
ous to last; making criticisms on Henry George's theories. 

On January 2d occurred our election of officers. Our nom- 
ination and election was conducted entirely by ballot. . Mr. 
C. A. Marshall was chosen president; Mr. Geo. Gillin, vice- 
president; Miss Cora J. Marshall, secretary; Mr. Armand 
Pionnie, treasurer, and Messrs. H. G. Avery, D. H. S. 
Holmes, Douglas Withial, and W. W. Morris, council. 

Our arrangements are nearly complete for lectures ahead 
until February. Besides Mr. Reynolds, we shall hav Mr. 
Wakeman in three lectures; Dr. Gunn, on “ Land Taxation ;" 
Samuel Gompers, ‘‘ Various Phases of the Labor Movement,” 
and James Caffrey, on the ‘‘ False Teachings of the Liberal 
Church and the True Teachings of the Christian Church.” 
Our ninth anniversary occurs on the 81st of this month. 

Gus. 


Provipenoz, Dec. 31, 1886. 
Mx. Epiror: I wish you a happy New Year, and to do 
what little I can to make it so I send you three dollars to pay 
for Taz TRUTH SEEKER for 1887. Please send the ANNUAL a8 
soon a8 it is issued. 
A moral simoon has just swept over this city in the form 


-of a church scandal, and it will be many a day before we 


will be able to get rid of its evil influences. A minister’s wife 
sues for a divorce upon the ground.of adultery. The usual. 
ministerial defense which is in use in such cases was set up, 
namely, to incriminate some one else, which generally suits 
the church so long as the parson escapes, and it makes no 
difference who has to suffer. In this case it was the min- 
ister’s wife, the one he had sworn to love and cherish, the 
mother his children, and the last one whose reputation any 
gentleman, even if he makes no profession of religion, should 
wish to destroy. But he nor the church had any pity or . 
forgivness in their hearts, so they sacrificed her in hopes to 
save him. The evidence offered was of the most filthy char- 
acter, but was intently listened to by the hundreds of females 
(I will not say ladies), most of whom were members of the 
three Methodist churches where the minister had held forth 
during his several years’ residence in this city. 

The case was held for advisement, and probably will be dis- 
missed, as we hav no .judges but those that sympathize with 
that great moral humbug commonly called religion. 

Iam sorry to see that you hav so many delinquents upon 
your books, and hope they may feel it their duty to pay up, 
even if they hav to go without something else; but I find 
that most of the Freethinkers are not millionaires, conse- 
quently they don’t hav much spare change; in fact, most of 
them help support a superstition half of their lives, which 
keeps them poor, 80 that when they get their eyes open to 
the truth they hav but little money left, and are too old to lay. 
any more away for themselvs or their children, or to spend 
for luxuries. L. L. Norrxup. 


Newsure, N.Y., Jan. 9, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: Having been a reader of THE TRUTH SEEKER 
most of the time since its commencement in Paris, Ill., and 
perceiving that all of your correspondents hav been literary 
persons and professors of some kind, and being myself un. 
fortunately only a working man and an untutored pagan, I 
hav through diffidence refrained from writing until now, I 
shall make the attempt to giv you a few items of informa. 
tion from this section of the Christians’ country, and the 
more 80 as I very seldom see in your ** Letters from Friends” 
any correspondence from Orange county, N.Y., although 
there are said to be many Infidels in Port Jervis, some in 
Middletown, Goshen and Sloatsburgy. 

Newburg, with a population of 20,000 and some fifteen 
churches, has about one Freethinker (an earnest one) to 
every church, not counting in any of the members of the . 
small Unitarian congregation, as they are only partially free, 
and as much inclined to bow the head and worship as the 
orthodox sects. 

Tus TRUTH SEEKER was formerly kept on sale at Fielding's, 
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but for the past three or four years at Sansbury's news-store 

. on Broadway, where I buy it regulary every Saturday, and 
eould not exist without it—mostly from the force of habit, I 
suppose, as there are six or eight other Freethinkers who 
seem to liv without it, which to me is a mystery. 

Of course THE TRUTH SEEKER, as its name implies, is in- 
tended primarily for those who are seeking for, but hav not 
yet found, the truth; but yet there is also much outside of 
the general information of importance to all who take a lively 
interest in the advance of Liberal ideas, to interest the 
advanced thinker and profound reasoner, or one who has 
progressed beyond the mere setting-up of the myth or mark 
for the pastime of knocking it down again and again, when 
the real evil is constantly confronting us and demanding all 
of our energies to combat it. In the last "TRUTH SEEKER, 
more than in any previous number, is the supreme evil 
described—first on page 19, by S. P. Putnam, the last half of 
the first column of said page—and is that malevolent power 
in nature ever at war with the happiness of man. It may 
occasionally appear to let up for an instant, as the rackers 
in the Inquisition after racking the victim would sandwich in 
a little benevolence only to fortify the victim for fresh 
torture. So with the infernal power in nature, so admirably 
described by Cicero, **On the Nature of the Gods," liber 3; by 
Hume in “Dialogues on Natural Religion,” chap. x-xi; by 
Lucian in “Jupiter Tragedian;" and also by Heston on 
first and last pages of TRUTH SEEKER of Jan. 8th. 

H. SPENOER CLARKE. 


PnovipENOE, R. I., Jan. 5, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: You will find herewith $8 for another year 
of truth-seeking on my part. Inever really knew that life 
was worth living before I came across your paper. Inow 
wish to do a little indorsing : : 

First, I want to indorse every editorial note I hav yet read 
in Toe TRUTH SEEKER, especially the position held by our 
editor on the Chicago trial (or rather mock trial). Let those 
who consider these seven men assassins read their speeches 
to:the court. These speeches are published in pamphlet 
form. 

Next, I want to vote for the cartoons. I believe this to be 
one of the most popular and effectiv methods of reaching the 
public mind. If my brother is in the mud, and I try to 
rescue, him Iexpect to soil my clothes; but I hope I will 
never become so awfully refined that, to keep my mental 
hands clean, I would allow a fellow-mortal to perish in the 
slough of ignorance. 

Now,last, but not least, I want to say & word for our 
Children's Corner. Iam pleased with its management, and 
can say to the children (large and small), You—that is, we— 
ought to appreciate so good a friend as Miss Wixon. I 
know she is good, for I hav seen her. Yes, I had the pleas- 
ure of meeting her at her home, in Fall River, last October. 
I wish the world was full of just such people, who can 
love and work for the enlightenment of our children. 

The Goodell scandal has been settled at last. The Su- 
preme Court of the state found him guilty, and the ecclesias- 
tical conference unanimously declared him innocent. This 
is explained by one of the Christians. He says two non-pray- 
ing judges could not be expected to get at the truth as surely 
as these eight God-ordained prayerful parsons. About a 
year ago I met Goodell in discussion. He gave me a book to 
read, and I gave him one or two TRUTH SEEKERS. He says, 
** Who is this Macdonald? Who ever heard of him? Look 
at our great Bishop So-and-so,” etc. Iasked him if Jesus 
Christ was very popular in his time. Before I left his house 
he expressed regret at having met me. I understand he is 
to preach next Sunday from the text, ** Let him that is with- 
out sin cast the first stone." That ought to clear him. 

W. P. BLYTHE. 


Laxe Crry, Ia., Jan. 6, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror : It is rather amusing to read Mr. J. G. Mal- 
colm's articles in your late papers, and see with what ease he 
starts the wheels of our government to running so nice and 
smooth, without ever jumping & cog or making a single 
crack; and then how nicely he fences before anyone can 
strike back. I presume everything appears as clear as mud 
to Mr. Malcolm. It puts me in mind of building a perpetual 
motion in my younger days. It was a nice affair, I tell you, 
until I set it up for business, and then it had just one little 
fault—the '* cussed ” thing would not work; and I feel quite 
positiv the same is true of Mr. Malcolm’s land theory, or 
theory of taxing land only, to raise all taxes required to 
‘carry on the government. Though he has not told us (that 
I hav observed) how a people expect to get possession of the 
lands of the United States that other people hav honestly 
bought and paid for, if he expects the owners of property to 
giv it up to others for the asking, I think he will find he is 
barking up the wrong sapling. I am an old man, and hav as 
much of the love of human kindness as the average of men, 
butif any man was to undertake to enter onto my premises 
and take forcible possession without paying me the last dol- 
lar my property had cost me in solid, hard labor and money, 
I should be very apt to send him to his long happy hunting- 
ground. But, says one, the government is going to pay for 
all these lands. Well, pray, whois the government? The 
people, of course. Then we are to be taxed for our own 
lands. Sublime thought! No, there is not a government 
on the earth able to buy the lands and their improvements ; 
and the improvements would hav to go with the lands, as 
they would be worthless after a farm was broken up. It is 
said the most essential part in cooking a hare is to catch it 
first. Now, will Mr. Malcolm tell us how he expects to 
` catch his hare? Ithink I am safe in predicting that any 
man starting out in the next presidential contest with such 
wild notions on the land question as Mr. Malcolm or Mr, 
Henry George advocates will be left so far in the back- 


ground that he will swear after election that he never thought 
of running for the presidency at all. Mr. Malcolm appears 
to be a smart man, but if all that he does not know in right- 
ing the apparent wrongs of the country was putin one book, 
I think it would be a large one. As for his money system, I 
hav nothing to say, only it looks well on paper. I could tell 
much better after seeing it put-into operation. Long liv TRE 
TRUTH SEEKER, and may that good fellow Heston liv forever 
and die fat. J. L. Tompris. 


Barre, Mass., Jan. 10, 287. 

Mr. Epiror: Permit me to congratulate you on your 
“Happy New Year to All” cartoon. ‘The Freethought 
era " opens up grand in THE TRUTH SEEKER for 287 with such 
2 glowing frontispiece to herald itin. I think we ought to 
get up a donation for Watson Heston, who, I hear, is not in 
good health, and has a family to provide for. Come, friends, 
what say youtoit? Icannot do much, but I will doa little. 

The Christians hav had their week of prayer, and are 
booming revivals with their usual winter ferocity. Sam 
Jones and Sam Small were booked for Boston. Am not sure 
as to the arrival. Andover is now breathing more freely, 
and the high pressure being removed from Parson Downs's 
church by the case being non-suited, the curly-haired, fiery- 
headed, would-be-still-continued preacher must look else- 
where for the $6,000 back salary that he so energetically and 
hopefully sued for. And here is more interesting religious 
intelligence from the vicinity of the Hub: 

St. Stephen’s Catholié church, South Framingham, Mass., 
by dint of great exertion on the part of its pastor, Father 
Cullen, has just succeeded in obtaining the necessary amount 
of money to purchase a bell, and on Sunday, December 12th, 
six of the holy fathers assembled to *'* bless" the sacred piece 
of metal. The ceremonies were ridiculous in the extreme, 
and the services truly blasphemous were there any god to 
take note of the proceedings. Said Father Cummings: 
“The blessing of this bell will impart sanctity in your midst, 
as from this day forth it will be a sacred thing. Our Lord 
left us the seven sacraments. . . . By the blessing of 
this bell it will bring to'us certain spiritual and material 
blessings. It will send out rapturous praises to God, and it 
becomes the Angelus bell of the parish, and when the funeral 
train leaves the church, it will toll mournfully and remind 
you to pray for the dead. It will speak in tones of thunder 
to the sinner, and it. will be a great alarm bell warning men 
of their forgetfulness to God. This bell is the symbol of the 
presence of God within this church. The knowledge of God 
is the only thing that touches the heart of man.” 

Now, please, what kind of talk is this, right here in enlight- 
ened Massachusetts—‘‘ pray for the dead!” Ought not such 
lies, followed by receiving money for such prayers, be an in- 
dictable offense for obtaining money under false pretenses ? 

After the sermon and chanting by the-choir, ** the ceremony 
of blessing the bell took place, by Archbishop Williams first 
washing it with the oil of the dead, and then anointing it 
with chrism.” In the consecration the bell was named 
“Thomas.” 

Friends, I hav no language wherewith to express my sad- 
ness over such mummery. ‘‘ Rum, Romanism, and rebel- 
lion,” and the worst, Romanism! Erua E. Greson. 


Kent, O., Jan. 8, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: There seem to be various opinions as to the 
actual meaning of *' free press, free speech," etc., and I wish 
to giv my opinion—not thinking that anything I can say is 
going to settle the question, but we get new ideas from each 
other. 

My view is that no such rights or privileges hav ever been, 
or should be, given man as absolute and unrestricted liberty 
of speech or press. By the law of nature, we are restricted 
in everything we do, say, or hav. The birds of the air and 
beasts of the forest are one and all restricted in their liberties 
and hav to battle for life with every enemy that surrounds 
them—must giv battle to the elements, must search and 
fight for their everyday food. So with man. We are sur- 
rounded from without and within with enemies that we must 
conquer or make a failure of life. We receive our help and 
education from many sources, not alone from the wisdom of 
others as taught us in childhood, but can complete our stud- 
ies only as we learn daily from the school of life those enno- 
bling thoughts that really finish our scholarship on earth. It 
is from this source that we learn of ourselvs, of man asa 
whole. No one can know just how to do, to act, to speak, 
or conduct himself properly, honorably, or justifiably with- 
out curtailing his natural desires for doing and thinking 
wrong. 'To dothis he must bring in the aid of the better 
and more deliberate judgment and reason it is the privilege 
of everyone to possess. Happiness should be the most 
eagerly sought after; envy, the most shunned. "The two are 
antagonistic, and cannot both occupy the same heart at 
once. In seeking happiness, we cannot envy our neighbors 
their wealth, their office, their influence, or anything they 
rightfully possess. We should not attempt to pull others 
down to build ourselvs up; in doing so, we shall fall beneath 
their ruins. . 

It has been said, ‘‘The pen of influence is mightier than 
the sword of battle." This being true, we should guard both 
tongue and pen, that we shall not deprive others of the lib- 
erty and happiness we ourselvs are striving to obtain. A 
word once spoken can never be recalled. Many a poor man 
or woman has nought but his or her good name or character 
to boast of and to make him or her happy. Many a poor girl 
has been driven to ruin by a slanderous pen or tongue. 
Many & man has failed in business simply from slanderous 
reports regarding his financial inabilities. Even the truth 
should not be uttered at all times. ` 

Every man woman, and child should be protected in their 
inherent rights to liberty, and no one by tongue or pen should 
undertake to deprive them of such. 


There are many kinds of happiness besides individual hap- 
piness. There is happiness of community, of state, of coun- 
tries and nations, wherein many are happy. Where the 
majority are happy in any state or nation, the laws by which 
such are made happy must be the best for all. 

Envy is the hideous monster that would break the law of 
reason, chain the pen of justice, and turn loose the fiends of 
destruction, only to satisfy the frenzied cravings of desire. 
It is the duty of every countryman to stand by his country, 
of every father to stand by hischild. He that would sell the 
prattle of his child is worse than a brute, and deserves not 
the name of man, much less to use pen or tongue to destroy 
the happy homes of millions of old and young who are asso- 
ciated together under one government. 

Let everyone look to the law of justice, search well into 
the deep recesses of reason, before trying to pull down the 
strong to build up the weak. Generals are as essential to 
conduct an army as privates are to do the fighting. The 
two are inseparable; neither could win a victory alone. As 
is our army, so is our government. We need men of able 
minds, men of experience, at the heads of the different de- 
partments, to giv orders to the common soldiers who hav to 
fight the battles. Everyone cannot be an officer. Many 
must remain in the ranks. Just so with the more common 
employments and avocations of man. Nature forces us into 
the world, through it, and out of it. We know not from 
whence we came or whither we go. We can only make the 
best possible use of things as we find them, and while it is 
our privilege and duty to gain as high an eminence in life as 
possible, we cannot all get to the top. We must liv ina 
lower sphere until we can gain a higher. We need the true 
and happy laborer as much as the man of capital. Each is 
useful and proper in hissphere. One can do nothing without 
the other. No pen or tongue should be allowed to crush 
either. Everyone has the same right to climb the stairs of 
wealth as far as he can and not interfere with the rights of 
others. 

Ask not what ye"would not giv. It is not wealth or posi- 
tion that really brings us happiness, for where there is envy 
there can be no real happiness. Where there is a desire to 
use a slanderous tongue or pen to destroy individuals or gov- 
ernments, there can be no enjoyment or content. Happiness 
is found in the family where is found economy, love, affec- 
tion, cleanliness, industry, etc., and not where is found envy, 
strife, dissatisfaction, and immorality. Thus we see that 
both the tongue and pen are restricted from saying, writing, 
or publishing that which is a detriment to mankind and for 
which the author should be held responsible. 


Reason, best of heaven’s blessings, 
Given only to mankind! 

Life would scarce be worth possessing 
Did not reason rule the mind. 

When in state and pomp parading 
Kings and presidents we see, 

Reason tells us : Envy not them ; 

. They must die as well as we. 


A. D. Swan. 


AXTELL, Kan., Jan. 6, 1887. 

Mz. Eprror: I hav not seen anything from here for some 
time, and it seems right that all should know that we are still 
in the fight. Our Farmer’s Alliance (of which I am president) 
discussed partially the Sabbath laws, and the pious ones 
found they were going to get too much, so they adjourned 
(being in the majority), but they got a good reply in the 
Axtell Anchor, and everybody has found out that they hav 
not got the truth on their side. Our Liberal Union has about 
400 books and tracts out doing missionary work, and the 
revival ‘‘sky-pilots” are getting nothing here but ‘‘ water 
hauls ;” they can’t get a hand-up for prayers, or for evidence 
of interest in the meetings. '' We hav 'em scared." They 
got the Rev. Rogers (Universalist) to lecture at the Mason in- 
stallation, and it was the flnest exposition of the Religion of 
Humanity ever given in the town. He said, *' An honest God 
is the noblest work of man. There is no God except as wc 
perceive him in humanity." He showed up the selfishness 
of the churches and its members, saying that their chief con- 
cern was to save their little souls from hell. I am not a 
Mason, and cannot say how much Masonry he talked, but I 
do know that many that heard it would hav left the hall if 
it had been & Liberal lecturer that had said the same things. 
We are shaking the dry bones of the old orthodoxy. The 
Rev. Mr. Kloss, of the Congregational church, recently 
announced that he would close his course of sermons on the 
national evils” by a discourse on Infidelity. I told his 
members I was going; that if the leading Infidels advocated 
what, if followed by a large part of the people, would lead to 


‘a national evil, I wanted to know it, that I might shun it. 


I went, and to my surprise he said that Infidelity was a good 
thing; it acted as a prod to make Christians better; and his 
sermon all through was kind and courteous. We hav brought 
about this change by organization. Less than one year ago 
in this town the religious mouth-piece, Rev. Clagget, said: 
“Every Infidel is a liar, and Ingersoll is the chief of liars.” I 
*t chinned ” him up in good shape in a crowd the next day, 
and went to work to organize; and lo, the change! Before 
we organized I was & hellion; now I am kindly treated. 

Of course the pious will tell me about the faults of some of 
our members, but Icallto their mind the acts of some of 
their folks, and they are sorry they said anything about it. 
Catholicism has driven the filthy old Bible from our Schools, 
and we must not forgetto giv praise where it is due; but 
we may look for her to ask that her members pay their tax 
to the parish schools, so I will not praise her too loudly. I 
say to the Liberals of every town, village, and city : Organize. 
That is the only way to command respect. You will find 
that you are stronger than you think. The main thing is to 


be Liberal, and the world will find it out. 
E E. W. MaR, Sec. A. 8. U. 
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Children’s Garner. 


Ede by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fall 
iRiver, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
EX» Corner should be sent. 


" Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a panse in the day's occupations 
That is known us the Children's Hour.” 


T 


Sunny Sally. 


Such an Old-Fashioned Story. 


Bunny Sally lived by the sea, 

Seldom a single dollar had she, 
Simple the roof her bright head o’er, 
Searcely a wild rose about her door. 


Sunny Sally smiled with the sun, 

Smiled when the rain-drops pattered down, 
Smiled with the storm-king’s angry roar, 
Smiled when the loud waves beat the shore. 


*' Strong and stanch is the good ship, * Gold,’ 
"Strong and true is my sailor bold; 

'Shines in the north the lover's star, 
Sbowing him home from lands afar. 


^* * Sooner than summer roses fade 
Shall you see me; dear,’ his letters said. 
* Silks will I bring, and silver store 
Sallie shall fish in the sea no more.’” 


Summer fled with the birds and flowers; 
Sallie smiled through the autumn hours, 
So sad a smile one wept to see— 
“Sailor, my sailor, come home to me !” 


“Strong and stanch was the good ship, ‘Gold,’ 
‘Strong and true was my sailor bold; 

‘Since Love is good, I will not despair,” 

‘Still, white threads shone in the golden hair. 


Swallows twittered beneath the eaves, 

Soft winds fluttered the fresh young leaveb, 
‘Spring stole again o'er the shining sands, 
Strange ships came from distant lands. 


Sunny Sally wept by the sea, 

Such joyful tears one smiled to see ; 

Safe at home was her sailor bold, 

Sunk ‘neath the waves the good ship, * Gold.” 


Safely at home, a true man still, 
Safely at home, but a poor man still. 
“Savingsof years are gone,” said he, 
* Sunk with the ship in the angry sea. 


“Silvery store and silken sheen 

‘Shall deck tre mermaids’ caves, I ween.: 
“Shall we exe for that?” she softly said, 
"Since love is lett we will work for bread.” 


—W.P 
neoe 


The Allen Boys. 


That was all true about Rebecca, the story 
that was told in the Corner, for Rebecca was 
my great-grandmother, and she often related 
the incidents of her early days. 

When she lived in the family of Governor 
Belcher, they kept four negro slaves, named 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, and they 
were good, truc, and faithful. 

After Rebecca married, she lived in Milton, 
as was told you in her story. Her grandchil- 
dren thought everything of her, and those 
who lived in Boston took ‘solid comfort” 
whenever they visited her rural home in Mil- 
ton. There were Isaac, Henry, and Charles 
who lived in Boston; and all the neighbors 
knew it when the Allen boys went out to 
their grandmother’s. Such running and rac- 
ing over the hills! Such whooping and hur- 
rahing! “ Make all the racket you please. 
Boys are boys, and will never be boys but 
once," said Grandma Rebecca. 

And then such splendid dinners as she 
used to make for them!  Shedid her cooking 
usually in a fireplace, as it was called, and 
you could see the blazing fire all the time on 
the hearth. There was a crane with pot- 
hooks and trammels, on which hung the ket- 
tles. When she baked, it was in a kettle, 
with live coals heaped on top of its cover; 
and then she had a tin sheet set up before the 
fire for meal cakes, and an iron spit on which 
were roasted meat and eels. But once a 
week she made a fire in the big brick oven, 
and when it was hot she baked beans, brown 
bread, pan-dowdy, pumpkin pies, and Indian 
puddings; and if you never tasted the good- 
ies baked in an old-fashioned brick oven you 
will never know all you hav missed. 

And then, the suet puddings boiled in a 
bag along with the pork and vegetables—my! 
how good! The lumps of suet were as big 
as the top of your thumb, and shone like 
topaz, or quartz crystals! Flour was not so 
cheap and plenty as in these days, and a sack 
of flour at Thanksgiving was made to last a 
year. A pound of tea held out the year 
round, and five pounds of sugar went the 
same length of time. But they had plenty to 
eat, such as it was, and it was all wholesome 
and healthy. The Allen boys thought it was 
splendid, and ate with a relish, and after eat- 
ing they were ready for play. 

One day they captured a rattlesnake in a 
thicket on one of the Blue Hills. They made 
a slip-noose out of strong vines and twigs, 


and managed to get it twisted around the 
snake 's body, which they dragged home in 
great triumph, the reptil hissing, squirming, 
writhing, and making the most horrible con- 
tortions in his wild efforts to free himself. 
They got it home at last, and their grand- 
father dispatched it with an ax. It had 
twenty-seven rattles, 

“ Now,” said Charley Allen, * if old Adam 
.had just knocked that pesky sarpent in the 
Garden of Eden in the head, there wouldn't 
hav been such a fuss about that apple busi- 
ness, would there, grandfather ?” 

Their grandpa, who had read a copy of 
Paine’s “Age of Reason,” and was rather 
skeptical, laughed heartily and said he 
guessed Adam was ‘kinder lacking in 
mother-wit, or else he wouldn't ’a’ been such 
a tarnal fool as he was, but would hav licked 


| the old sarpent and mauled him on the spot." 


Their grandpa had an old white horse and 
a shay, and when old Whitey was harnessed 
up, the one-horse shay was looked upon as an 
elegant equipage, in which the old couple 
were accustomed to drive into Boston to visit 
their son and daughter, the Allen boys’ 
parents. When they were all ready to start, 
Billy, another grandson who lived with them, 
with his sister Ann, would be called to bring 
the basket of eggs that they were to carry as 
a present, and the box of butter, and then he 
would hav to get the bag of oats for the horse 
to eat when he arrived intown. Then Billy 
would jump in and curl up at the feet of the 
patriarchal couple, and they would jog con- 
tentedly along to Boston town. 

Gran’ther Allen, as he was called, was an 
even-tempered man, genefally speaking, but 
sometimes he would let his temper get the 
best of him, and then he was awful. 

He had a little bird that he thought much 
of, and one day some one left its cage door 
open. Jimmy, the tat, observing the same, 
with one bound knocked over the cage and 
grabbed the bird. In a jiffy there were only a 
few blood-stained feathers left to show that a 
bird once lived there. When Gran'ther Allen 
saw what had been done, he was white with 
rage. He glanced at Jimmy, who was con- 
tentedly licking his paws, and lapping his 
chops, and merely said, ‘Old cat, your 
minutes are numbered,” and with one blow 
of a club Jimmy was as dead as his victim. 


* T do not believe," said the old man, ‘‘in 
violent measures generally, but this case 
comes under the old Mosaic dispensation—an 
eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.” 

* Why don't you eat the cat, then," said 
Billy, ** same as he did the bird ?” 

Gran'ther made no reply, but strode out of 

the housé. 
' Jimmy had only followed his cat instincts, 
and was greatly lamented by the Allen boys. 
He had a noble funeral, however, and was 
buried with great pomp and ceremony in the 
garden, Billy acting as undertaker and minis- 
ter, and the others as chief mourners. 

The Allen boys were once invited to Canton 
to attend the wedding of their cousin. They 
were on hand early, but getting quite hungry 
before the ceremony, which took place in the 
evening, they went around to the pantry 
window, opened it, and crawled into the 
room, where they helped themselvs to the 
three kinds of wedding cake and two kinds 
of wine. They stuffed themselvs so full of 
cake and wine that they were found at a late 
hour, two of them, in the barn in a bewilder- 
ing state of intoxication, one in the pig-sty, 
fast asleep with the pigs, and another had 
crept into the hen-coop. They were so 
ashamed of this escapade that they never 
tasted liquor afterward. 

They kept their young married cousin well 
supplied with partridges, quails, rabbits, 
woodchucks, and squirrels after that, and 
when not hunting in the woods they made 
many fishing excursions up and down Charles 
river for her benefit. i 

The Revolutionary war had left tbe coun- 
try very poor, and money was so scarce that 
a silver dollar looked as big as the moon, and 
the Allen boys were early put to work to earn 
their living. They had one sister, little Sarah, 
who used to run on errands. 

When the boys discovered that Sarah was 
2 favorit with the grocer, and could get, there- 
fore, more candy for one cent than they could 
for five, they entrusted their pennies to her, 
and the way she managed their financial af- 
fairs, and the candy she procured for them, 
would hav been a credit to an older head 
than was hers. 

There was a remnant of witchcraft remain- 
ing in New England in those days, and the 
Allen boys looked with wonder upon a wo- 
man who lived in Milton who declared she 
was bewitched, and that she had.a dish-kettle 


in her stomach. She would be very angry 
when any one disputed it, but the boys 
laughed and giggled at her vagaries. 

The Allen boys grew up and became smart, 
industrious men. Isaac became @ dehtist, 
Henry, à mefchant; Charles, a sea-captain, 
and Billy an actor, which calling much dis- 
pleased his folks, but he was excellent in his 
chosen profession. Ann died young, and 
Sarah married the grocer who gave her so 
much candy for a cent, and, although they 
were roguish boys, they all made out well in 
life and were good and honorable citizens, and 
honest members of society. Miriam. 


‘Qur Puzzle Box. 
l.—HaLr SQUARE. 
1.-'To lie close. 


2.—Additional. 
8.- To remain. 


4.-To test: . 
5.—A note in music. 
6.-A letter. : 
Lyons, N. Y. SNOWFLAKE. 
2—REBUB: 


Ha 
A CN 1 


A bouquet. 


peman 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN’S CORNER, 
Jan. 8, 1887. 
1.-Archibald, Ira, Cecil, Harry, Horace, 
Henry. 2- . 
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8.-2 in 6, three times. 4. T'eraphim. 
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| poor writing. 
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By AUNT ELMINA 


(Mns. E. D. SLENKER). 


Correspondence. 


_. _ Leprow; Irr.; Jan. 4, 1887. 
Drar Miss Wrion: I saw so inahy boys 
and girls wiiting, I thought I would write; 
too. I ġo to school now. I read in the 
Third Reader. I like to goto school. Iam 
ten years old. My father has taken TuE 
TRUTH SEEKER for eight years. I like to look 
at the pictures in Tne Truta SEEKER, they 

are so comical. Well, I must close. 
Yours truly, DALE NEWKIRK. 


Dec. 22, 1886. 
. Drar Miss Wixow: I am eleven years old. 
I read Tur Trurn SEEKER, and it is a very 
nice paper. There are Hm inhabitahts iti 
Cle Elum. Í hava coüsi here and lie is 
going to write a letter to you. I hav & hotse 
and he is very intelligent; his name is 
“ Dandy." My sister and I hav a great time 
roaming about the hills. It is very romantic; 
tall, towering pine ttees reach high into the 
air. They often make houses out of one treg: 

From yout friend, Ione KanroW; 

l " Toronto, Dec. 81, 1886.. 
Drar Migs Wrxow: I, thought I would 
write you & letter for my little sister and my- 
self. She isfour and Í am ten. Pa takes 
Tue Trova Seeker. Pa and ma are truth 
seekers, and they hav lots of fun with Chris- 
tian visitors. I read the Children’s Corner 
to my sister and look at the pictures; we 


—— 


'|think they are just fine, especially Mrs. 


Noah beating the skunks. We hav a dog— 
he isa water dog. We are going to get a 
harness for him; he will pull us on the sled. 
We hav a kitten; it is six months old, and it 
is the boss of the hotise. When ma is 8wéep- 
ing the kitten runs after the broom. I must 
close now. Wishing you a Happy New Year, 
we are truly your friends, . j 
l . LIOE AND EMMA CRURONILL. 

P.8.—if you think this is not fit, please do 
not print it, as it is my first letter. 

[We think it a good letter for the first and 
hope you will write egain.—Ep. C. C.] 


Bazrsrow Spa, N. Y., Jan. 2, 287. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: I thought I would 
write a letter for the Corner. am 4 little 
girl ten years old, and study arithmetic, ge- 
ography, and spelling. I read in Swinton's 
Second Reader. My father and mother are 
Freethinkers, and all my brothers and sisters. 
My father takes Tug TRUTH SEEKER and 
Green's Magazine, and mother takes the Zron- 
clad Age, and we hav lots of Liberal books. 
We hav the “Story Hour," and mother 
bought us the ** Apples of Gold" a short time 
ago, and we all love father and mother, for 
we are so happy together. This is my first 
letter, and I would like to see it in the Chil- 
dren’s Corner. I hope you will excuse my 


Freethinker friend, 
HATTIE Torr. 

P.S.—I hope you had a merry Christmas 

and a happy New Year. H. T. 


From your little 
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“ A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power ; breezy from first page to 
-las$ with the living spirit of to-day.”—Jonn 


So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that Tux TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them; for ten cents each. 


PIRITUALISM 
Sustainei 


By the Bible. 


BY COL. JOHN R. KELSO. , 
CONTENTS: 


SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE BIBLE. 
SPIRITUALISM: SUSTAINED. BY THE CHRIS- 


By B. W. Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priests 
Historical misstatements. 
Prie Cloth. £1: Paper. 50 Cents 


THE 


SHAKER EYE and EAR BALSAM 


SIXTY-FIVE YEARS’ INVARIABLE SUCCESS, 


Best known remedy for all afflictions of these 
organs. WE EYES. WEAK EARS, DEAF 
NESS, and CATARRHAL AFFECTIONS immedi- 
ately reached. FAILING SIGHT prevented, 
ROARING or DRUMMING OF EARS will cease. 
One box tells the whole story. 

: Price, by mail, 30 cents. 


G. A. LOMAS, Shakers, N. Y. 
Use Shakers’ Spiritene for the Piles. 


False Claims Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries ; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning: 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
Church and the Republic 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture: Falsehood and 
Deception : Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o 
Conquest and Extermination; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution: Injustice to Woman: 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy: Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy: Ignorance and Idiocy: Obscen- 


TIAN CHURCH. 
SPIRITUALISM A NECESSITY IN GOD'S GEN- 
ERAL GOVERNMENT. 


. SPIRITUAL MEDIUMSHIP. 


OBJECTIONS TO SPIRITUALISM ANSWERED. 


Like all Tat Trura SrrxKer’s publications, the 
mechanical ex cution of the work is all that could 
be desired. Good paper, clear type-in short, a 
neat little volume. 

The primary object of the work, as its title indi- 
cates, is to sustain Spiritualism, but the absurdi- 
ties of the Christian religion, and the abomina- 
tions of the old Jew book, get a terrible shaking 
up. The book contains much to interest every 
intelligent reader. Colonel Kelso has done 
much acceptable work in the cause of Freethought 
and Liberalism all over the land. Send for his 
new book—read it—put it into the hands of every 
Christian ; it will teach him that the way of the 
fool is foolishness. Every Liberal who reads it 
will certainly find his “Spiritual” strength re- 
newed.—Joln Peck. 

Bound in cloth, 245 pp., price $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
tf 83 Clinton Place, New York. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
BY W. 8. BELL. 


“Tam very much pleased with it, and I wisl: the 
seventy thousand ministers of this country were 
obliged to purchase the pamphlet and read every 
word of it.” - ' 


Price 15 cents. 


For sale at this office. 
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WHAT’S TO BE DONE? 


A NIHILISTIC ROMANCE. 


By N. G. TCHERNYCHEWSKY. With a portrait 
of the Author. Translated by BENJ. 
UCKER. 


Written in Prison. Suppressed by the Czar. The 
Anthor Over Twenty Years an Exile in Sibe- 
rig. Russian Edition worth 3600 a Copy. 

First American Edition Exhauste 
in Four Days. Second now 
Ready. An Elegant 
Volume of 330 
Pages. 
PRESS COMMENTS : 


To call the book the “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” of 
Nihilism is scarcely extravagance,—Boston Adver. 


tiser. R 

It is perhaps the book which has most power- 
fully influenced the youth of Russia in their 
growtb into Nihilism, and it i8 remarkable and 
noteworthy as a work which has played so impor- 
tant a part in the political and social history of 
the century.—Boston Courier. 

Asa revelation of folk hfe ıt is invaluable; we 
hav no other Russian pictures that compare witb 
it.—Providence Star. ] 

The characters are 80 strongly and vividly drawn 
that the interest in their fate becomes intense as 
the thread of the narrativ is slowly unwound.— 
Boston Saturday Evening Gazette. 

When we come to consider the publication of 
such books as Flaubert’s *Salammbo " and Teher- 
nychewsky's * What's To Be Done?” we cannot 
avoid the conclusion that something must hav 
happened, to the society for the supprossion of 
indezcent literature.—St. Louis Republican. 


-In cloth, $1; paper, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following, heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea: The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath: Examination of 
Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
abb ath during the Middle Ages: The Puritan 

abbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 

cholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 25 ceuta: xix conies. $1.00. 


Thomas Paine The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the sto: 
of the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Ohoice extracta from “Common Sense,” 
* American Crisis," “Rights of Man," and “Age 
of Reason " are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Becond edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper: 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents: 
cloth, 75 cents. 

Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
Scents: bound, papers 25 cents; per doz. 40 cte. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Conventions Jannary 29, 1884. Price, 


10 centa. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO 
33 Clinton Plage Row York 


| Adami and Heva. 


Swinton’s Paper. 

Golden Throne, a Romance. “The 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. The books filled with 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcript ofa manly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "—INGERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In. 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it ir 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 


poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty."—Dg. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth. Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 


other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 


A Poetic version 


version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
pope ne Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 
cents. 
For all of the above address 
i THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J, Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; J. M. Pryse and J. 
M. Burgler, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 

rise, the Oredit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generally 

the practical solution of the problem of Integra. 
Co-operation. Price, $1 a year; 50 cents for six 
months; 96 cents for three mon 
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E Poetry. 


. The Andover Creed. 


IN MODERN ENGLISH. 
There was à man whose name was Adam, 
A woman—Eve—she was his madam; 
A crafty, impious imp of evil— 
Call him serpent—eall him devil— 
Induced these folks to eat an apple, 
With which they'd been forbid to grapple; 
Immortals thus were rendered mortal 
And driven forth from Eden's portal ! 
There is a place of endless terror 
Prepared for those who fall in error, 
Where fire and death and torture never 
Cease their work, but rule forever; 
Such horrors e'en in wild Ashantee 
Were never known nor thought (see Dante). 
To this dark cave, for Adam's sin, 
Must all his children enter in; 
And millions of his poor descendants 
Must suffer for his independence. 

But the all-merciful creator 

Took pity on the fallen traitor, 
Prepared a narrow path of pardon 
That led to heaven's hap»y garden; 
And, lest mankind prefer to sin, 
Predestined some to walk therein. 
Ah! Happy souls; your goal is heaven, 
Already are your sins forgiven! 
But millions still in error languish, 
Doomed to death and future anguish, 
Who ne’er hav heard of Adam’s sin, 
Nor of the peril they are in; 
Who know not of the way of pardon, 
Nor of the fall in Eden’s garden; 
They hav no promis of election, 
No kind decree for their protection. 


This, my friends, is the Andover Creed ; 
Put it agide for the time of need ! 
In the hour of grief and sorrow 
From it consolation borrow ; 
When your dearest friends are dying, 
Read it to the mourners crying— 
Read with features stern and solemn 
As the massiv granit column ! 
Teach it to the tender maiden, 
To the man with sorrow laden; 
Teach it to the timid child, 
Watch its look of horror wild— 
Note the half-defiant fear, 
Flushing cheek, and pitying tear; . 
Teach it to the broken-hearted, 
From their loved ones newly parted ; 
Show them that their pride and beauty— 
Type of love and filial duty— 
Filling all their home with brightness 
With her form of airy lightness— 
This—their darling—whom they cherished, 
Has in hell forever perished, 
All because of Adam’s folly ! 
‘Twill drive away your melancholy 
And leave with you, consistent one, 
A sense of duty nobly done; 
Ah, a wonderful thing is the Andover Creed, 
Put it aside for the hour of need ! 
E. Frank Lintaber, in Puck. 
—_ 99-99 — — ——— 


The Law of Property. 


Mr. Clark's article, ‘‘ The People’s Share in 
Wealth," in the North American Review for 
July,* shows a praiseworthy appreciation of 
the present muddled and deplorable condi- 
tion of industry ; of the strained relations of 
classes in the existing system, and of the 
present uneconomic and inequitable division 
of the results of industry. 

He says: ‘‘ Present wealth is unutterably 
selfish, vulgar, and tyrannical. Poverty is 
growing savage and brutal, and Macaulay’s 
‘Huns and Vandals’ are showing their teeth, 
not from the outside of civilization now, 
but from the underside;" and more that is 
equally graphic, timely, and truthful. 

But when he comes to the remedy—this, 
the burning problem of the age—he surely 
has not given us, nor solved, nor penetrated, 
nor even touched. For he says, “ I trust I 
hav shown that for the equitable distribution 
[division] of a people's joint heritate it is 
wholly unnecessary to disturb the existing 
tenures of property. These hav grown up as 
naturally as accretions of coral. They are 
right.” He says the solution and remedy are 
completely given in the answer to the ques- 
tion, ‘‘ What is the absolute, underlying law 
of ownership—all ownership whatsoever ?” 
and its ‘“‘ enforcement” by “the death-rate 
tax.” He cites the theory and practices of 
England, and the words of our own Declara- 
tion of Independence as to life, liberty, pur- 
suit of happiness, etc., and pointing out 
what they imply, says, ‘‘Now this is the 
same as saying that the people of the world 
jointly own the world, and that the people of 
any country jointly own that country while 
they utilize and maintain it," and “all men 


2re equal in the natural right of access to the. 


world's wealth, but they can improve and en- 
joy this wealth only in accordance with indi- 
vidual capacity. In the distribution [division] 
of wealth, theréfore, all men are not entitled 
to an egual share in -property, but to an 
equitable share; and an equitable share is an 
equal share according to ability, industry, and 


* An epitome of his book, “ Man's Birthright; 
or, The Higher Law of Property.” By E, G. 
Glark. New York. G. P. Putnam’s Sons. 


economy.” This, then, he givs as the answer 
and the “law.” And he says of it, “This 
formula is all there is of democracy; all there 
is of economics, all there is of social justice ;” 
and if this be so, alas, then, for at least eco- 
nomics—and the question is one chiefly of 
economics; and so alas, also, for society! 
And of this he says, “ It stands here as ethics,” 
after just stating that itstands for democracy, 
economics, and justice. ‘Let us convert it 
into mathematics." -Now he is going to make 
it stand also for mathematics—this seems to 
be ignoring due scientific discrimination with 
unbecoming recklessness. By and through 
this ** conversion ” he discovers or works out 
what he calls his ‘‘ death-rate tax,” which, 
although he here makes it identical with the 
“law” itself, is to be used to enforce the 
“law” ‘when the people once comprehend 
the true law of ownership, and the perfect 
method of enforcing it, through the collection 
and redistribution of the birthright, death-rate 
tax," etc. And he says, “The pivot on which 
this transformation [from ethics to mathe- 
matics] turns is the fact of death." ‘The 
entire wealth of' mankind reverts from one 
generation to another every fifty years.” 
Well, what of it? He answers: ‘‘But now, 
if a nation's wealth is simply a reversion ex- 
tending through fifty years, one-fiftieth of 
that wealth reverts in one year." Well, 
again, what of it? He answers: ‘ This one- 
fiftieth is two per cent of the whole value." 
Still, again, what of it? He answers with 
the strongest kind of an affirmation, t.e., an 
interrogativ affirmation: “ Is it not perfectly 
clear, therefore, that an annual tax of two 
per cent on the value of the property col- 
lected by society, and expended for the com- 
mon good of society, would effect complete 
democracy of ownership—would giv, with 
every year, to every child born into the 
world, an exactly equal share.in all the op- 
portunities and all the advantages of life?" 
To which I reply, with equal emphasis, 
“No! In fact, not clear at all, and will again 
ask how would or could it do so?" But in- 
stead of immediately answering this time, he 
thus dogmatically (and may it not be said, 
arrogantly ?) proceeds, ‘‘In this tax lies the 
science of redistribution [redivision], and the 
true rejection of all spurious or half-baked 
economics like Socialism or Communism.” 
This suggests the phenomenon of a very 
drunk man declaring that it is the ‘‘ other 
men” who are drunk, and not he; for it 
does seem to me that it is Mr. Clark's 
economies which is not even as much as 
half-baked, and quite spurious. Besides, 
who ever before heard, or expects to hear 
again, of such a science as ‘‘the science of 
redistribution ?” 
we were so fortunate, or might be, as to hav 
a science of distribution or division, this 
would, besides being a possibility, answer a 
far better purpose on the principle, if on no 
other ground, that ‘‘an ounce of prevention 
is better than a pound of cure.” But Mr. 
Clark further on does. revert to the two per 
cent death-rate tax, and makes some efforts to 
state how, combined with more and similar 
dogmatic affirmations, it is to secure the re- 
sults above claimed. 

But Mr. Clark leaves, and proposes to leave, 
untouched the present system of competition 
with all its iniquitous tendencies and charac- 
teristics; the evils after they hav been 
wrought to be palliated only, at most, by 
taking back from the profit- and mammon- 
mongers a portion of their *' ill-gotten gains.” 
But how, even, is this that’s taken back to be 
made to accrue to the benefit of the people 
from whom it was in the first place (accord- 
ing to Mr. Clark) exploited? Why, in this 
way: if they are out of work, or such of them 
as are, the government is to use this fund, or 
as much of it as remains after paying its own 
expenses, to furnish them with work, and ‘‘ to 
hav annually, at call, à common fund large 
enough to break, if they wish, by mere com- 
petition, any individual or corporate monop- 
oly the earth can produce.” : 

Impotént conclusion! A mere increase in 
taxation two per cent instead of one, for I 
submit in all candor and seriousness that 
there is nothing, absolutely nothing, in this 
“fact of death," or **average death-rate," or 
“ reversion of wealth every fifty years,” hav- 
ing any bearing upon the solution of this 
great question of economics, viz., How with 
a minimum expenditure of labor to produce 
a maximum of results, or as to ** the people's 
share in wealth ?" 

He says (to conclude), ‘‘The indirect re- 
sult of this tax would be greater than even 
the direct" by compelling money to go in 
business instead of lying in bank. But how 
so? Would not the tax on it be the same in 
business as out? He adds, ‘‘ Universal co- 


One would suppose that if: 


operation would be established in one bound." 
Impossible ! W.-M. BovoBzR. 


e 
A New Work on Spiritualism. 


The Gazetteer received from the author, sev- 
eral weeks ago, a book entitled, ‘‘ Spiritualism 
Bustained,” by John R. Kelso, A. M. The 
book is a handy volume of 250 pages, and a 
credit in general appearance to the publishers, 
the New York Truth Seeker Company, who 
will supply copies by mail at $1 each. The 
volume is divided into lectures, as follows : 


1. ech a d Sustained by the Bible. 
II. Spiritualism Sustained by the Christian 


Church. 

III. Spiritualism a Necessity in God's Gen- 
eral Government. 

IV. Spiritual Mediumship. 

V. Objections to Spiritualism Answered. 

Col. John Kelso, as a writer, is well known 
among the ‘ Liberals,” having written and 
published several volumes, presenting the 
most pronounced Materialistic opinions and 
arguments. His friends and admirers must 
hav been astonished when the above book 
made its appearance,'as in many things his 
opinions hav apparently undergone a radical 
change. He claims to hav been made a con- 
vert to a belief in a life after physical dissolu- 


tion, by proofs his analytical mind could not, 


resist, and frankly owns that in one thing, at 
least, he had indulged in a very grave mis- 
take. Those who know the colonel best will 
giv him credit for his candor, if they do not 
accept his conclusions. 

The book is a remarkable one. It is not, as 
might be expected, devoted to the presenta- 
tion of the evidences on which the author 
bases his conclusions; indeed, he tells his 
readers he has studiously avoided it, for the 
reason that second-hand evidence is in reality 
no evidence—only reports, and reports are 
not necessarily true. This is a very good rule 
to adopt in the investigation of phenomena 
apparently in conflict with universal experi- 
ence, such as are vulgarly classified as super- 
natural. But while Colonel Kelso studiously 
avoids giving his own experience, which, in 
many instances, might most likely be cor- 
roborated by living witnesses, the first two 
chapters of his book are devoted to proving 
modern Spiritualism true by the statements 
of the writers of the Bible and -the records of 
the Christian church! In other words, he 
treats the testimony of living witnesses as in- 
sufficient, but that of those long dead, and in 
many cases anonymous, as perfectly convinc- 
ing. He confesses on nearly the first page 
that he considers the Bible totally unworthy 
of belief, and follows it up with over forty 
pages of ‘‘ proofs” from the Bible that Spirit- 
ualism is true! He says he puts the wit- 
nesses on the stand unimpeached, and yet in 
the sentence preceding he declares them 
totally untruthful, and in prior works has at 
least made strenuous efforts to impeach 
them. l 

In explanation of this apparent inconsist- 
ency, it should be stated that Colonel Kelso, 
though himself an Infidel, says he wrote this 
book for the purpose of converting Chris- 
tians, and as they believe, or are presumed to 
believe, the Bible is an inspired book, and 
therefore its every teaching strictly true, he 
has a perfect rightto use their witness to sus- 
tain his cause. "The idea seems to be toleave 
the character of the witness cited, for verac- 
ity, in this discussion, entirely in their hands. 
From this standpoint—Bible proofs of Spirit- 
ualism—we think the colonel has made out 
his case. We cannot see how an orthodox 
Christian can deny spirit communion—both 
good and evil—but we fear few of them will 
be converted by this book, notwithstanding 
the formidable array of quotations and in- 
genious arguments of its logical author. It is 
not likely many will ever see the book. 
Christians are not in the habit of going to an 
Infidel writer for proofs of immortality, or for 
interpretations of the book which is the basis 
of their faith. But, as if the author was 
afraid that some of the more Liberal among 
them might hav a curiosity to know what he 
had to say on so recondite a subject, and be- 
lieve his witnesses, he devotes most of the 
fourth chapter to proving that these same wit- 


nesses are untruthful, and totally unreliable. 


every way. Were it not for the fact that we 
hav every confidence in the author’s sincerity, 
we would be almost tempted to believe that 
he wrote this volume to foist his arguments 
against the authenticity of the Bible upon 
Christians, rather than to make converts to 
Spiritualism, for the arguments presented in 
this chapter are, to our mind, the strongest 
to be found in the whole volume, and the only 
ones in fact that appeal to the intellect. The 
first two chapters are valuable to the student 
for the amount of matter bearing on the sub_ 


ject, which he has brought together, culled 


from the Old and New Testaments, and also 
for the testimony collected from the writings 
of the Christian fathers and Christian his- 
tory, not generally accessible. This latter 
evidence is, however, seriously weakened by 
the fact that the same witnesses quoted to 
prove the truth of intercommunication be- 
tween the living and the dead, also testify to’ 
the truth of the most remarkable, and in the 
light of science utterly incredible, miracles, 
as being quite common occurrences all along 
from the middle of the second century, al- 
most, if not quite, up to our own day—such 
as raising the dead to life, healing the sick 
and maimed by a word; transportation of 
human bodies invisibly through the air, 
changing of one substance to another, incred- 
ible wonders performed by holy relics, etc., 
etc. This is, however, in harmony with the 
rest of the book—to present what at first 
glance is convincing evidence only to destroy 
all confidence in its credibility by subsequent 
facts and deductions. 

To our mind, the portions of the book de- 
voted to explaining how spirits commune 
with mortals, and the methods to be observed 
by investigators, is uninteresting, possibly be- 
cause the previous pages failed to convince 
us that there areany spirits; possibly because . 
itis not original. The same may be said of 
the answers to objections to Spiritualism. 
There is nothing new here. All that is said 
is familiar to every reader of the literature of 
Spiritualism; here the tone of the writer is 
apologetic and leaves an impression upon the 
reader of mental weakness not characteristic 
of the author’s other writings, or of other por- 
tions of this volume, where he lays aside the 
spiritual for the natural and logical. 

As has been stated, the book has its value, 
but if it ever makes any converts to a belief 
in modern Spiritualism, we shall be greatly 
surprised. Its careful perusal ought to 
awaken to thought and investigation, and if 
it does this it will not hav been written in 
vain.—Sunday Gazetteer, Denison, Texas. 


* PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER DEATH IMPROB- — 
ABLE.” i 
This is the title of a work by L. R. Smith, 
which shows much deep thought and clear . 
reasoning, and is well worthy of careful pe- 
rusal by every earnest seeker after truth. 
While I cannot agree with the author in all 
his conclusions, I can fully indorse much 
that he says, and especially the account given 
in his preface of the religious ideas prevailing 
in the section where he lived during his boy- 
hood, and the zeal and persistence with which 
those ideas were instilled into the minds of 
the young. Ido not think it strange that the 
promulgation of such dogmas caused untold 
misery and unhappiness when operating upon 
the tender minds of the young, and can but 
rejoice that the author has found the better 
way, and is endeavoring to lead mankind into 
the flowery paths of love, virtue, and obedi- 
ence to duty. He argues truly that we 
should devote all our energies to the duties of 
this life, as it is the only one of which we 
know positivly anything. f 
On this point, as indeed throughout, the 
work displays a sound logic and keen percep- 
tion which should commend it to all. I be- 
speak for it a generous patronage from the 
Liberals 6f this country, and can assure them 
the perusal of the pamphlet will well repay its 
trifling cost. Ron'T B. JAokson. 


A. 

NEW ENGLAND 
Freethinkers Con- 
vention 
PAINE MEMORIAL, BOSTON, 


January 29th and 30th, 1887, - 


To which all Liberals are Cordially 
Invited. 


Good Speakers, Good Mu- 
sic, and a Good Time 
will be had. 


————— 


«COM El.g 


Ingersolls Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
- In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
“Humboldt,” “Thomas Paine,” “ Individual- 
ity,” and ** Heretics and Heresies.” 


The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Oontents: “The Ghosts,” “Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” “ The Declaration of In- 
dependence,” * About Farming in Illinois,” 
©The Grant Banquet,” “The Rey. Alexander 
Clark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like a 


Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon O. Ingersoll.” | 


Some Mistakes of Moses, Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.85. 
Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
. plain cloth, $1.25. A 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


per, 25 cents. 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 


Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah S. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document, 
Liberals should scatter it generously, 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan. 5 centa; 50 
cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 
Millions of these should be circulated. 


Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 


Address on the Civi! Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents. 


Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 
ound in one volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on “ Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
ealf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 

, price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 

Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications. for Mr. Ingersoll’s ‘Tribute to 
Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 
‘Little Harry Miller’s Grave,” that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
to any address, for 50cts, or either one for 15ct8. 


Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book is a gem. Itis a model in eyery re- 
spect, In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated “ Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “tributes " 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versations of the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
& rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 

urpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 

ac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
de, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9, 


The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 


Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 


life, Brice 1.50 each, Every admirer of these 
aposties of Religious Liberty should hav them. 


Photographs of Coionel Ingersoll. 


panel, 103x17, $3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 
cents. ; 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 
By Gro. M. Davenport. This is a little book— 
& pamphlet of 32 well-filled pages, costing only 
“a quarter,” but as full of meat as an egg: It is 
well called e s cel for we find nothin - 
practical init, Hons, ducks, F9 and turkeys. 
are particularly discussed and their economical 
: breeding and keeping treated of. There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition to 
the poultry literature of the day. 
TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
88 Clinton Place, New York. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


OB, € 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy * 
BY 
H.J. SEIGNEURET, 
Secularist. 
Price, - 2s = č =<- 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 


SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL OOM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some 19mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in nglish or German 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. 


SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B. Foote. Five volumes, at$1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 


PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
db AU ecu con and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of “Science in Story.") 50 cents. 


HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
eipes. Á valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. : - 

SANITARY-SOIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam 

hiets). By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “Bacteria 
h their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, advocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well By mail, 10 cents each. 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). *'TheLaw 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages, cloth 
bound, $2; “Heredity,” by. Loring. oody, 159 

ages, cloth, 75 cents; “The Law of Heredity,” by 
E H. Marsh, 10 cents; "The Alphabet of the 
HumanTemperamenís," with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; * Generation before Regen- 
eration,” by Dr. E. È. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; ‘Re. 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
sea n 10 cents; ‘Third Annual Convention of the 

8 


1i 
it; 29, 1883,” 10 cents, 
Institute of Heredity May A TRUTH SEEKER, 
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e 
Ingersoll’s Tributes. 
REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices, The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, snitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: 


The Vision of War, 
Tribute to his Brother, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 


The price of these heretofore haa been 75 cts. We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EAOH; 
THE THREE FOR FORTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

83 Clinton PL, New York. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 
The Sole Factors and Haact Ratios tn Its 
Aequirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 


CONTENTS: Economie Schools: a brief re- 
view of their Origin and Growth; Rise and 
Growth of Capitalism; Unearned Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Social Wealth; Land Own- 
ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
the Productiv Factors; Partnership and Co-op- 
eration; Law of Contracts; Money and Credit; 
Of Value or Economic Ratios; Taxation as a 
Remedy; Reforms, net Remedies; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conclusion, 

Price, Cleth, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Olinton Place, New York. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America. 
BY A CAPITALIST. i 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 


_their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 


impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remedy, the author thinks, isin communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it will be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. 


` Paper,50c; cloth, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
One 88 Clinton Place, New York. 


, A STUDY 
PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 


BY LEWIS Q, JANES. 


"This book treats of, the natural evolution of the 
Christian religion, its historical antecedents in 
Palestinian Judaism and Roman Paganism ; in- 
vestigates the history of the founder of Christian- 
ity in the light of the latest scientific criticism of 
the New Testament; shows that the true story of 
the Man Jesus, and his genuin teachings are 
separable from the later legendary accretions 
which hav confounded him with the mythical 
Qhrist, and traces the natural, development of 
Christian dogma and ecclesiastical institutions. 
Complete references and full index.  820pp. 8vo, 
cloth, gilt top. Price $1.50. 

: Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office. 


SACRED MYSTERIES 
AMONG THE 
Mayas and the Quiches 11,500 
Years Ago. 


| ORIGIN OF THE BIBLICAL MYTH 


By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. 
Ilustrated. - - - Price, $2.50. 
For Sale at this office. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


Mex or Busnss Wao Dip SowxrERING BESIDES 
Mazina Money. 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 
BY JAMES PARTON. 


This book contains 400 pages, pleinly printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
Mr. Parton’s works need no commendation. They 
are standard. 
CPriee, - - + = - $1.25. 
Address THE TRUIH SEEKER. 
*3 Clinton Place. New York 


Nabbath-Breaking. 


BY J. E. REMSBURG. 


Author of “False Claims,” “Bible 
Morals,” Ete. 


The best and most thorough work ever written 
on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 
view. r 

Large and Handsome Print. 
25 cents. 


BNGLE COPIES, T -= 
$1.00. 


Sıx COPIES, oS - - 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


es 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates. 


bible Temperance: 


| LIQUOR DRINKING 
Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
by the Bible, 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


This is a companion book to Remsburg's ** Bible 
Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write. 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Earl 
of Essex and his bride, a.p., 1590. By Ww. HENRY 

For sale at thi 


.BURB. Price, 25 cents. 8 office. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
. ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
88 Clinton Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 500. 


VOLTAIRES ROMANCES. 


NIN; 
Wd 


is a regularly educat- 
ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, and 
the most suecessful, 
as practice will 

rove. Givs cheer and 
pope to tho afiioted 
ysaying and proving 
that SPERMATOR- 
RHGA and IMPO- 
TENOY as the result 
of self-abuse in youth 
&nd sexual excesses 
in maturer years, 
causing night emis- 
sions by dreams, logs 
of sexual power, ren- 


CONTENTS : dering imer e im- 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.—Zadig ; proper and unhappy. 
or Fate. "Tho Bage and the Atheist. The Princess .« eton cai ee poured 
Huron x or the Pupil of Nature —Microme pd outside application in sixty days. No failure in 


case. c : 
~ is one of Dr. Fellows's valuable discoveries, 
which is entirely unknown to the medical profes- 
sion. itis a medicin to be applied externally on 
the parts affected, by pad and bandage, which 
cures by absorption, and which is the only reliable 
method of curing Seminal Weakness and Loss of 
exual Power. : . 
i Send five 2-cent stampt for his book “ Private 
Counselor,” telling all about the disease, and the 
external cure, wit! evidences of success. Address 
Dr. R. P. FELLOWS, ineland, N. J.,and say 
where you saw this advertisment. 


The World as it Goes.—The Black and the te. 
—Memnom the toy cag S Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato's Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


With 67 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid aper. 
engravings. Price, cloth, bevele oards, $2.00, 
ealf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


The Secret of the East, 
. OR, 
The Origin of the Christian Religion 
and fhe Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


For sale at this office. 


$3" Dr. Fellows begs leave to state that he is 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character. 


PERFECT MODEL 


cr ONE O 


37 Py SHOPPELLS 
Allis 


» MooerN 


OR; 


Price. $1.00. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 


The Heathens of the Heath. A finely 
written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonne 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Oreeds, Day of 

est, etc, 500 pages, Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 


Exeter Hall. ‘ One of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 


RI m 
*SHOPPEL'S MODERN HOUSES ” No. 8. 
(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 

A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. , : 

À cardboar supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces for 
constructing & model house, with plain directions 


A Radical l of ked ability. Equal to | for putting them together. 
George Eliot's works, “By Frede acdon-| While the supplement affords both old and 
ald. 404 pagos. $1.25. youn the proa eBt SER ee i is more than d 
: oy. itis in fact,a mos } - 
The Outcast. A deep, finely written itecture a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
Radical story. From the London edition. By | most popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 


Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 
30 cents. 


All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
Miss Susan H. Wixon. “The great charm of 
this novel is its absolute fidelity tonature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with.a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 

ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
rom so gifted & pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose briliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks." Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT 0. ADAMS. 


loth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 


ders. 
55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 

$500 to $15,000). 

2 New Designs for Barns. ' 

1 New Design for a Chapel. . 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 
(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 

An Article on Villa Park Associations. 

SENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE, $1. 
Address 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN AS80'N. 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other hag 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish thatthe friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. Susgn H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. e Only Ilustrated Freetbinkers' 
Children's Story-Book everissued. 66full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, hea’ 
toned paper, broad margins, uminate 
covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1. 


4 3 
Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 


the Rightwa: shouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne.. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


of Gold. A Story-Book for 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 

From the German of MAX NORDAU. 


SEVENTH EDITION. 
A most powerfully written book.—Phtla. Recerd 
is Book is not a Book! It is a Deed and 
those who oppose it will prove that they fear it.— 


Apples ts, 
PBe Young, Folks, By Miss Susan H, Wiron. | "7€ Mert as THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 
Seeond edition. Price, $1.25. 8 very excel- 83 Clinton P1.. New York. 


lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued at a reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has & 
photograph of the author which adds very 
much e value of the volume. 


Tne Youth’s Liberal Guide. By 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M. Price; $1.00.. This 
volume aims atthe education of youth in the 

rinciples of Freethought, at the same time 
that if inculcates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason an 

common sense. Address THE TRUTH 

SEEKER. i 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 
vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions. 
with nnmerons reference. and citations, that 

00: i in terms by the same n 
Sf oiher propositions in the same book. Price 
cen! 


The ible Analyzed 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 
CONTENTS: 


Bi 
Hoa lor T God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 


PORE octavo, 838 pp.. Splendidly executed. Bent 


by mail, post paid. ice, $3.00. 
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diews of the Week. 


Mzastks increased in this city last week. 
There were 641 cases and 72 deaths. 


Cruverivs, the young Virginian who be. 
trayed and murdered Miss Madison a year 
ago, was hanged at Richmond on the 14th. 


Mayor Hewirr’s health 
is slowly improving. 


Lorn IppxsrEiGH, for- 
merly Sir Stafford North- 
cote, is dead. He was 
one of Charles Brad- 
laugh’s most bitter op- 
ponents. 


OveR 228,000 cubic 
yards of limestone and 
slate rock has recently 
fallen out of the bank of 
Niagara river, near the 
falls. The great quanti- 
ty of accumulated ice 
caused the break. 


ANoTHER priest filled 
Dr. MeGlynn!'s place in 
St. Stepben's church last 
Sunday. The parishion- 
ers held an excited meet- 
ing in the evening, and 
resolved to boycott the 
church henceforth. Dr. 
McGlynn was a great 
favorit with his congre. 
gation. 


Tue 3,000 employees 
of Pierre Lorillard’s to- 
bacco works went on 
strike last week against 


THE ORDER OF CREATION. 


Discussion Between 
Gladstone, Huxley, 
: Linton, itevilie, 
On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
OONTENTS: 

I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. ByHon. 
W. E. Gladstone. 

II. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 

preters of Nature. By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 


Muller, 


Ti. Postseript to Solar Myths. By RIOR Max 


a reduction of pay. Mr. 


Lorillard is the broad- 


minded gentleman who 
a year or so ago endeav- 
ored to put a boycott on 
the members of the Jobs- 
town Secular Union. 


AocoRDING to the Rutland Herald, a Wo- 
man Suffrage fair just held in Music Hal, 
Boston, netted $6,000 for the cause. 


Gen. W. B. Hazen, chief sigbal officer at 
Washington, died last Sunday. General 
Hazen was born in Vermont in 1880. 


Miss Doper and Miss Agnew, the women 
members of New York's school board, hav 
entered upon the duties of their office. 


Ex-ALDERMAN MoQuapz, convicted of re- 
ceiving a bribe while in office, went to the 
Sing Sing prison last Monday morning. 


Sam Jongs, the Tennessee revivalist, 
preached in Boston last Sunday. As some- 
thing different from Parson Downs, he was 
pronounced tolerable. 

Iw a speech in Newark, N. J., the other 
night, Mr. Powderly, of the Knights of 
Labor, denied that he had been in any manner 
controled by the Catholic church. 


FirrY-oNE persons were arrested in New 
York for violating the excise law last Sunday. 
It is probable that one hundred times that 
number broke the law without being molested 
by the police. 

Henry B. Sranron died in this city, 
January. 14th, aged eighty-one years. Mr. 
Stanton was an anti-slavery agitator; a 
lawyer, a Democrat in politics, and served as 
Senator of New York. His disease was pneu- 
monia. Mrs. Elizabeth Cady Stanton is in 
London, and was informed by cable of her 
husband's death. 


A New YonkK policeman named Rourke 
was found off duty the other day by & rounds- 
man and was rebuked. He thereupon drew 
a pistol, and shot and killed his superior 
officer. Rourke is a ruffian, and has been 
known to be such for years by the people who 
hav kept him on the police of the city. 
Citizens are wondering how many more there 
are like him among the “ finest.” 


In the trial of the case of Father Fitzger- 
ald against Archbishop Williams in Boston 
on the 12th, John C. Kennedy, a lawyer, tes- 
tified that on June 16, 1884, a conversation 
took place in the presence of the plaintiff's 
nieces and others. It was about improper 
proposals which the plaintiff had madeto one 
of his nieces. One of the nieces accused him 
of seducing her. The other testimony related 
to the departure of the nieces from the plain- 
tiff's house in consequence of improper pro- 
posals. Father Kennedy declares his inno- 
cence of the charges. 


ES 


IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. 

By Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 

V. Dawn of Creation. An Answer to Mr. Glad- 
stone. By Albert Reville, D.D. 

VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. By Prof. T. H. 


Huxley. 
VIIL. A us anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
on 


` This is a new book and contains the latest discus- 
sion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of the 
participants are a guarantee of its able character. 


Price, paper, 59 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
83 Clinton Pl., New York 


Tn eme eR CUIUS 


Gems of Ühought. - 


Tux divinity of Christianity is strongly claimed 
upon the ground of its prevalence in the world 
and the large numbers who acknowledge it as the 
true faith. If this criterion is the true one, sev- 
eral other systems are equally divine, and some of 
them far more 80.—D. M. Bennett, 


Ax Agnostic is one who says, respecting God, “I 
don’t know.” He does not deny, neither does he 
affirm, He simply says, “I 
don’t know.” Perhaps he 
would like to believe, but 
` cannot, as he sees, or thinks 
he sees, no reason for it, 
Suppose you try to convince 
him. You ask him if it ig 
conceivable that all this 
wonderful world should ex- 
ist without a God who cre- 
ated it. He replies that it 
is indeed a wonderful 
world, but it does not clear 
up, but rather deepens, the 
mystery to suppose “a 
God” created it; for you 
hav then two mysteries, the 
origin of the world and the 
origin of God, too, to ac- 
count for. To him it ap- 
pears the simpler assump- 
tion that the world, the sub- 
stance of it, is self-existent 
and eternal.—W. H. Spencer. 


OnE world at a time is my 
doctrin. It is said in this 
Testament, “ Sufficient un- 
to the day is the evil there- 
of;” and I say, Sufficient 
unto each world is the evil 
thereof. And suppose, after 
all, death does end all, 
Next to eternal joy, next to 
being forever with those 
we love and those who hav 
loved us, next to that is to 
be wrapped in the dream- 
less drapery of eternal 
peace. Next to eternal life 


THE FIRST “DRUNK AND DISORDERLY.” 


And he drank of the wine, and was drunken.—Gen. ix, 21. 


Odds and Gnds. 


By executing murderers on Friday it givs them 
just about time enough to reach heaven for Sun- 
day. ` 


SuNDAY-scHoon teacher : * Now, children, can 
any of you tell me who Methuselah was?" Small 
scholar: ‘t He was a chestnut.” ` 


Tat was a bighly-educated Apache who in- 
formed an examiner that there were three ele- 
ments—earth, air, and firewater. 


“ Youna men believein nothing nowadays,” says 
Mrs. Ramsbotham, with a deep sigh. “ Why, 
there's my nephew; Tom, who was brought up as a 
Christian, and now he’s an acrostic.” 


Farts is sometimes represented by the figure of 
a drenched female clinging to a sea-washed rock, 
but a better personification would be a bald-head- 
ed man buying a bottle of patent hair-restorer. 


* AND what was the disposition of the remains ?" 
was asked of a man who recently lost his mother- 
in-law. ‘*The-disposition of the remains,” he re- 
plied, with real feeling, ‘‘ was quiet and peaceful.” 


A POLITICIAN walking along the street accident- 
ally dropped a lie. Agentleman called after him 
to tell the politician of his loss. “Oh, it is no con~ 
sequence,” said the latter; “I hav plenty more." 
This story teaches that even a politician can gome- 
times speak the truth. 


AFTER the clerk had pulled down everything in 
thestore without satisfying his customer; a wo- 
man, she asked him if there was anything else he 
had not shown her. * Yes, ma’am,” he said, “the 
cellar; but if you wish it, I will hav that brought 
up and shown to you.” 


Miss Bripcret O'FLAHERTY, & graduate of a 
parochial school, and who has just been appointed 
teacher, has asingular theory in geography; which 
she teaches. Itis that in traveling it is easy to 
distinguish the different states as you pass through 
them-by their colors, as laid down on the maps. 


A MAN went to the priest to hav his friend's soul 
prayed out of purgatory, and put a shilling on the 
plate. ‘Is my friend's soul out?" he asked. 
The priest said it was. * Quite sure?" the man 
asked. “Quite sure,” replied the priest. ‘Very 
well,” said the man; ‘if heis out of purgatory, 
they won't put him in again—it’s a bad shilling.” 


* Wao is that poor, old ragged-looking man, 
papa?" “Thats an inventor, child; he invents 
entirely new ways of saving time money, and 
labor in the production of useful articles." ** Who 
&re those gentlemen with big gold chains and dia- 
mond studs—they aren't inventors, are they?” 
“No, dear; they ‘improve’ the machines the 
other man’s invented.” 


THERE is said to be but one lawyer in heaven. 
How he managed to pass St. Peter is not known, 
but it is conjectured that he passed himself off for 
an editor and slipped in unexpectedly. When he 
was discovered the startled angels searched the 
realms of felicity in all their length and breadth 
for another lawyer to draw up papers for his eject- 


ment, but they could find none, of course, and he 


| held the fort. 


: A PRINTER’s devil was pierced to the heart 

With the charms of a dear little miss, 

Quoth he to the lass, “ My dear, ere we part, 
Let us seal our love with a kiss.” 

But the maiden replied, as the imp she eyed, 
* Dost think I'd let you revel 

Where others before you hav vainly tried? 
Nay, nay; Dll not kiss the devil !” 


Years passed away, and the sweet little lass 
Became an old, sorrowful maid ; 

Riches she had, but then, alas! 
Her beauty had all decayed; 

Once again they met, and fain the old maid 
Would recall the former issue ; 

But the devil replied, as the old maid he eyed, 
“No; the devil now wouldn't kiss you !” 


A COUNTRY parson, in encountering a storm the 
past season in the voyage across the Atlantic, was 
reminded of the following : A clergyman wassoun- 
fortunate as to be caught in a severe gale in the 
voyage out. The water was exceedingly rough, 
and the ship persistently buried her nose in the 
sea. 'The rolling was constant, and at last the 
good man got thoroughly frightened. He believed 
they were destined for & watery grave. He asked 
the captain if he could not hav prayers. The cap- 
tain took him by the arm, and led him down to the 
forecastle, where the tars were singing and swear- 
ing. “There,” said he, “when you hear them 
swearing, you may know there is no danger.” He 
went back feeling better, but the storm increased 
his alarm. Disconsolate and unassisted, he man- 
aged to stagger to.the forecastle again. The an- 
cient Mariners were swearing as ever, “Mary,” 
he said to his sympathetic wife, as he crawled into 
his berth after tacking across a wet deck, ‘‘ Mary, 
thank God they’re swearing yet.” 


CuauNCEY BLACK, says the Harrisburgh Tele- 
graph, was booked for a speech in Reading. The 
meeting was very large, and there had been se- 
Jected as chairman a good-natured nativ, who 
didn't know any more than the law allows. He, it 
seems, had attended a previous Democratic meet- 


Jing, where Secretary Stenger had orated in his 


fervid style, and had seen the speaker introduced, 
consequently he felt it to be bis duty to introduce 
Mr. Black in a few remarks. Taking the chair, he 
thanked the meeting for the honor, and then com- 
mended the candidates and democracy, winding 
up by saying: “And now, fellow-citizens, I intro- 
duce to you the honorable Mr. Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor Dlack, who will show you that the Democ- 
racy i8 & cloud of smoke by day and a pillar of 
cloud by night." Immense cheering followed, 
during which Mr. Black was seen to be struggling 
hard to suppress his emotions. The next morning & 
number of Reading Democrats went to the station 
to see Mr. Black off. Among them was the chair- 
man of the meeting. He looked as if something 
troubled him, and he finally drew Mr. Black toone 
side and whispered: “ Governor, I'm not quite 
clear about that pillar of cloud business, but I got 
it from Stenger." And Mr. Black laughed all the 
way home to York. 
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is eternal sleep. Upon the 
shadowy shore of death the 
sea of trouble casts no wave. 
Eyes that hav been cur- 
tained by the everlasting 
dark will never know again 
the burning touch of tears, 
' Lips touched by eternal si- 
lence willnever speak again 
the broken words of grief, 
Hearts of dust do not break. The dead do not 
weep, Within the tomb no veiled and weeping 
sorrow sits, and in the rayless gloom is crouched 
no shuddering fear.—R. G. Ingersoll. 


ABBOT. Ashes are on my head, and on my lip 
Sackcloth, and in my breast a heaviness * 
And weariness of life, that makes me ready 
To say to the dead abbots under us, 
“ Make room for me!" Only I see the dusk 
Of evening twilight coming; and hav not 
Completed half my task; and so at times 
The thought of my shortcomings in this life 
Falls like a shadow on the life to come. 
Prince Henry. We must all die, and not the old 
alone; 

The young hav no exemption from that doom. 
Abbot. Ah, yes! the young may die, but the old 
must ! 3 

That is the difference. ] 
— Longfettow's Golden Legend. 

I say unto you that ye resist not evil; but who- 
soever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to 
him tbe other also. Andif any man take 
away thy coat, let him hav thy cloak also. And 
whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with 
him twain (Matt. v, 38-41). Put up thy sword, for 
allthey that take the sword shall perish by the 
sword (Matt. xxvi, 52). Blessed are the meek, for 
they shall inherit the earth (Matt. v,5). The doc- 
trin of non-resistance would mean nothing but 
the destruction of the gentler and finer races, and 
the rampant tyranny of the stronger; the reign of 
violence, not of peace; the triumph of Satan, not 
of Christ; in a word, the suicide of all meek and 
truly Christian peoples. Christ’s exhorta- 
tions are a guide to the spirit we must cherish, not 
to the conduct we must pursue. We must culti- 
vate the temper which will effectually prevent us 
from being quick to resent or prone to retaliate or 
severe to punish; but without abnegating these 
natural instincts, which are sometimes our safest 
guides, or ceasing to maintain that firm attitude 
of self-protection which, under the governance of 
good feeling and good sense, is the best antago- 
nist to the prevalence of violence upon earth.— 
Greg's Creed of Christendom. 

As a fond mother, when the day is o’er, 

Leads by the hand her little child to bed, 

Half-willing, half-reluctant to be led, 

And leaves his broken playthings on the floor, 
Still gazing at them from the open door, 

Nor wholly reassured and comforted 

By promises of others in their stead, 

Which, though more splendid, may not please him 
more; 
So nature deals with us, and takes away 

Our playthings, one by one, and by the hand 
Leads us to rest so gently that we go, 

Scarce knowing if we wish to go or stay, 

Being to full of sleep to understand 
How far the unknown transcends the what we 

know. —Longfellow. 

CONSIDER the seed dropped into ground. It 
swells with germinating energy, bursts its integ- 
uments, sends upward a delicate shoot, which 
grows into a stem, putting forth in due season its 
leaves and flowers. And yet all these processes 
are operations of matter, for it is not thought 
necessary to assume an immaterial or spiritual 
plant which affects its purposes through the 
agency of the material structure which we ob- 
serve.—Dr. Henry Maudsley. 
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** The doubter, the investigator, the Infidel, hav been the saviors of liberty. 'T 


Holes and Qlippings. 


Tux Boston Herald claims that if Professor 
Smyth is found guilty, there will be no pro- 
bation for the poor heathen after death. 


SuxpAY-soHooL Teacher: “ Now, children, 
what happened on Christmas; cgn't you re- 
member?” Wee Scholar (in great delight) : 
« It gnowed."— Youths Companion. 


GLADSTONE wrote an article for the Nine- 
teenth Century on Tennyson's '' New Locks- 
ley Hall.” The proprietors of the publication 
paid Mr. Gladstone $1,250 for the article. 


Turre is a manufacturer in Cleveland who 
runs a religious annex to his factory on busi- 
ness principles. . The Appeal says that ‘‘he 
makes great pretenses to being a Christiau. 
Hé is in the habit of calling the girls into his 
office occasionally and holding a prayer-meet- 
ing. Then this pious fraud charges the 
girls for the time thus lost." 


Av the regular Monday meeting of the 
Methodist ministers of Daltimore, there was 
& long and heated discussion over the follow- 
ing resolution: '' Having read in the daily 
papers that some ladies of the city are making 
arrangements for a charity ball, to raise 
funds for the poor ; therefore, be it resolved, 
that we hereby decidedly condemn such 
methods, and hope the ladies will hereafter 


abandon them." After much talk this reso- 


lution was defeated, and a much milder one 
was substituted, stating that the meeting was 
opposed to balls and dances, and requesting 
tlie ministers to ask their members not to 
take part in any held in the name of charity. 


A MEMORIAL TO 


Jonn SwiwroN's protest against Henry 
George's “attempt to drag religious contro- 
versy into the arena of labor," the Winsted 
Press answers: “ Fudge, John! Itis just as 
important that the laboring man should be 
free from superstition as from poverty. 
Piety and poverty, begging and priestcraft, 
go hand in hand everywhere, aud it is worse 
than useless to put dollars in a man'a hand to 
be given to the clergy to erect temples of dis- 
honor in which to preach subjection of the 
masses to the kings of earth and heaven." 


Tux postal law makes it larceny to take a 
newspaper and refuse to pay forit. A news 
paper in Illinois recently brought suit against 
forty-three men who would not pay their 
subscriptions, and obtained judgment in each 
for the full amount of the claim. Of these, 
twenty-eight men: made affidavit that they 
owned no more property than the law allowed 
them, thus preventing attachments. Then 
they, under the decision of the Supreme 
Court, were arrested for petty larceny, and 
pound over in the sum of $300 each. AH but 
six gave bonds, while six went to jail. 


Tur Buffalo Courier tells of a four-year-old 
citizen of that place who, having been 
naughty, was reprimanded by her mother and 
told that the Lord knew every act of her life. 
In a half-repentant frame of mind she walked 
into the front parlor, and was pensivly re- 
garding the fire in the grate when the cat 
came alorg and tried to work into her good 
graces by purring and rubbing against her 
ankles. Even that did not please her, and at 
last her mother heard her snap out: '' Go 


way, pussy! Its bad enough to hav God 
watching me, ‘thout having you tagging me 
around.” 


«J want a@ Bible,” said a tall, gaunt wo- 


man, stepping into a bookstore on Woodward 
avenue. ‘Do you wish the revised edition?” 
inquired the clerk civilly. “I ain't pertik- 
eler. I jes want one in the house 80 IH hava 
safe place to keep my specs in. A family Bible 
that won't never be meddled with is the kind, 
I reckon." She got it.—Detroit Free Press. 


LATELY a clergyman from Oberlin set forth 


‘before the Congregational Club of Cleveland 


the principles of heredity, maintaining their 
correctness by records and statistics, and in- 
ferentially intimated that the charitable work 
the churches were advocating and practicing 
was doing harm instead of good by keeping 
in existence poverty, disease, and crime, 
which is the result of the inexorable law of 
heredity, and which it would be for the gen- 
eral benefit to let die out. The tendency of 
the position taken was that the law of “the 
survival of the fittest” is a fact, and it is 
questionable whether its course ought to be 
interfered with. 


In a recent lecture in London, Frederic 
Harrison, the Positivist, said: ‘‘ When So- 
cialists of the type of Mr. Henry George or of 
Karl Marx strove to prove that the land of a 
country, or the machinery and factories, were 
all by rights the property of society, not of 
individuals, and should all be administered 
in the name of and for the benefit of society, 
the Positivist objection was that they did not 
go half far enough. Why stop short at land, 
railways, machinery, and factories? — All 
products, movable or immovable, lands, 
houses, furniture, food, even clothes and 
tools, were all equally products of society, 
and should al! be enjoyed or used in the name 
of society and to the benefit of society. The 


his truth is beginning to be realized, and the truly intellectual are honoring the brave thinkers of the past." 


Positivists, who professed the only complete, 
consistent, and practicable Socialism, were 
the only Socialists who were not afraid of 
their own doctrins; for cven the noisiest 
Anarchist at an open-air meeting thdught he 
had aright of property in his own boots and 
his own shirt, to say nothing of his own 
tongue." 


Monxaosy’s “Christ,” now on exhibition in 
New York city, is attracting great attention, 
and notably so’ from the Jewish journals of 
that metropolis. It is pronounced “a won- 
derful painting,” says a Jewish contemporary; 
«it is this Jesus of history whom Munkacsy 
has portrayed upon his canvas, not the Jesus 
whom St. Paul embodied in his theological 
system, and whom St. John transfigured for 
the admiration of future worshipers.” We 
hav not seen the artists work, but hav read 
many accounts or descriptions of it. This 
“Christ” of Munkacsy is the work of the 
imagination, the face is not the face of a Jew, 
the landmarks are obliterated, and hence the 
painting lacks the element of truth, which is 
the essential element in & historical work of 
the kind. Behold the Jesus as portrayed by 
the immortal painters of the Roman Catholic 
faith. Do they typify a Jew? Does the por- 
trait of the Virgin Mary typify a Jewess ? 
Go into any Catholic church and observe the 
types there exhibited. They are modeled 
after the highest forms of ancient Greek man- 
hood and womanhood, hence as works of art 
they are false, both in conception and color- 
ing. The church was too cunning to paint on 
canvas a typical Jew for worship and adora- 
tion while the living typical Jew was in the 
Ghetto degraded and enslaved by the church. 
—Jewish Times. 


668 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JANUARY 29, 1887. 


and Simon Magus were other than good men. Do 
you therefore accept the miracles, which it is claimed 
they wrought, as genuine? The Christian is so much 
taken up with his savior that he calls him the “savior 
of the world.” Nothing would astonish him more 
than to learn that Thibet, Mexico, Greece and Rome, 
India, Egypt, and Persia have all had their saviors 


Ceammunications. 


A Liberal paper should be perfectly kind and candid. In 
discussion there is no place for hatred, no opportunity for 
slander. A personality is always out of place. An angry 
man can neither reason himself nor perceive the reason of 


what another says. 


Above all, and over all, a Liberal paper should teach the 
absolute freedom of the mind, the utter independence of the 
individual, the PERFEOT LIBERTY oF 8PEECH.—ROBERT Q. 


INGERSOLL. 


Christian Absurdities. 


I do not expéct in one essay to show all the 
absurdities of the Christian religion—just enough to 
set one’s thinker at work. When one cheek is 
smitten, where is the Christian who will turn the 
Where is the rich 
Christian who will sell all he has and give it to the 
poor? Let the church show one thrifty Christian 
who takes no thought of the morrow. How many 
rich Christians can be found who invite in only the 
I would like to see 
the talented minister who would leave a big salary 


other to receive another blow? 


poor when they make a feast. 


and a fat position and wander up and down through 
the earth without “staff,” or “scrip,” or “purse,” to 
preach the gospel. These are all Christian rules, but 
let them be strictly enforced, and men and women 
would leave the church as rats desert a sinking ship. 
Let these rules be enforced, and who will enter the 
courts of heaven. Even Talmage would not beallowed 
to enter the back-yard. There néver were any such 
Christians, and there never will be.  : 

If you refer the Christian to the tortures of the 
Inquisition, or to the ignorance and brutality of the 
Dark Ages, he will exclaim, “Oh, that was not owing 
to Christianity, but rather to the want of it;" and 
will tell you that Christianity has outgrown her 
superstition and her cruelty. Thus what is Chris- 
tianity and humanity in one generation is superstition 
and brutality in the next. 

While the church claims to give tone to the morals 
of the people, and to be shaping the destinies of the 
world, all unknown to herself there is àn advancing 
civilization which is constantly molding and modify- 
ing her'ereeds and beliefs, and to which she yields as 
unerringly as the wax to the seal Some day the 
people will outgrow the idea of God-written books 


and God-inspired men, and consign the prophets, | 


saviors, angels, and ghosts to the limbo of the impos- 
sible, and come down to the solid conclusion that 
there is nothing above the natural. 

The Christian is willing to have you hold up the 
other saviors, Christna, Zoroaster, Quexalcote, and a 
half-dozen others, before’the world as impostors, if 
you will only except his “only begotten.” He be- 
lieves that there was some deception in regard to the 
other saviors, but is perfectly sure that his particular 
redeemer is an eraanation from God. I wonder if it 
ever occurred to the mind of the Christian that the 
followers of the other saviors were equally sanguine. 

If Christ was celestially begotten, what business 
had his biographers, Matthew and Luke, with the 
lineage of Joseph? They might have traced the 
lineage of any other man with as much propriety, if 
he was not the father of Jesus. Is it possible that 
Matthew and Luke could know better about the cir- 
cumstances of the conception than Mary herself? It 
is said that Joseph was informed in regard to the 
matter in a dream. But should a dream be taken 
before the testimony of this mother of Christ? When 
Joseph and Mary had been looking for the boy 
(Christ), and found him in the temple, what was her 
lenguage—“ I and ‘God,’” or “I and the ‘ Holy Ghost’ 
have been looking for you?” Not exactly ; but “Zand 
thy father [Joseph] have sought thee sorrowing.” 
Had. not Mary a right to know who the boy's father 
was? The whole story of the divinity of Christ has 
no better foundation than a dream. And even the 
dream is contradicted by the direct testimony of the 
mother of Christ. . 

Now, if the New Testament is an inspired book, 
the part which declares that Joseph was the father of 
Christ is just as much inspired as any other part of 
it, and away goes the divinity of Christ. If it be 
contended that there are other parts of the New 
Testament which declare differently, then away goes 
the validity of the book. 

Beecher says, “ That Christ should be the center 
and active cause of such stupendous imposture on 
the supposition that miracles were but deceptions, 
shocks the moral feelings of those even who disbe- 
lieve his divinity.” Now, I would like to ask Mr. 
Beecher, and Christians generally, if the miracles of 
Christna establish his divinity; if the miracles of 
Zoroaster establish his divinity; if the miracles of 
Apollonius and Simon Magus establish their divinity. 
Mr. Beecher further says, “Even Infidelity would 
feel bereaved in the destruction of Christ's moral 
character. But to save that, and yet explain away 
the miracles which he wrought, has put ingenuity to 
ludicrous shifts.” Now, Mr. Beecher, I. defy you to 
prove that Christna, Buddha, Zoroaster, Apollonius, 


with wings. 


Celestine were all virgin mothers, while Sakia, 


shipers with as much veneration as 


and spotless virgins, like Mary, the mother of Christ. 
Now, my Christian friend, when history informs us 


have been crucified for the sins of the world, don’t it 


little overdone ? 
reasonably expect that such men as Ingersoll, Put- 
nam, and Palmer would go to heaven. If they don't, 
what will become of poor Talmage and the two Sams? 

Is it not a little strange that the gods have taken 
such a liking to young virgins? All who will take 
the trouble to consult Josephus, book xviii, chap. 4, 
third paragraph, will get a clearer idea of virgin-born 
gods. It may not be out of place briefly to state the 
circumstances. There was a beautiful woman of high 
standing, whose name was Paulina. Decius Mun- 
dus, algo rich, fell in love with her, and offered her a 
vast sum of money to comply with his desires. She 
was deaf to his entreaties, and scorned his gifts. 
Mundus resolved to starve himself to death on ac- 
count of Paulina’s refusal. 

A freed woman told Mundus that for so much 
money she would pledge herself that his desires 
should be gratified. The money being paid, she 
made an arrangement with a priest to tell Paulina 
that the god Anubis wanted her to meet him in 
thetemple. So she went to the temple, and when the 
hour of sleep came the lights were put out, and 
the temple closed. Mundus, who was concealed in the 
temple, leaped out, and Paulina thought it was 
the god Anubis. Here is the key to the secret of all the 
gods and saviors that were ever born of women, and 
they have all been begotten in the same way. All 
through the eastern world the belief was common 
that the gods could and did hold commerce with 
women. In the case above cited, all will see that 
Paulina could not have been imposed upon unless 
such belief had been common. This ought to prove 
an eye-opener to all Christians. But I honestly be- 
lieve that there are thousands of Christians who 
would still shout and sing and pray if they knew the 
whole thing to be a farce. 

In recent times, heavenly messengers or angels are 
represented in books ‘and tracts as: beautiful women 
Anciently*they were young men, and it 
is to be hoped for the peace of society that the sex 
will not be changed again. We prefer the gentler 
sex; they are far less mischievous. 

It beats all how many beautiful young virgins 
have been visited first and last by heavenly mes- 
sengers, and what a deal of mischief has been 
wrought thereby. If so many young women had not 
been deceived by these amorous messengers from the 
celestial regions, as Paulina was by Mundus, believ- 
ing him to be a god, some of the saviors would have 
been just common babies.  . 

Nearly all of these virgin-born gods had stars to 
mark the place of their birth. So, too, they had wise 
men come to worship them. All trace their lineage 
to some royal personage. Nearly all were born on 
the twenty-fifth day of December, and all had similar 
titles. Christna, the savior of the Hindoos, was 
called * God, the most high,” more- than a thousand 
years before the birth of Christ. Adonis was called 
* God Supreme," and Osiris, “the Lord of Life.” 
“Holy Living God," and “the Son of God” were 
titles common in the East centuries before the dawn 
of Christianity. The Christians have their “ Lamb 
of God.” The Hindoos have their “Holy Lamb of 
God ;” the ancient Mexicans, their “ Ram of God ;" 
the Celts, their “ Heifer of God;” and the Egyptians, 
their “ Bull of God." While these saviors have done 
little good in the world, it is demonstrated that they 
have done much harm. Men have been taught that 


they could stain their garments with crime, and then’ 


shift the consequences of their iniquity on these 
saviors. A more pernicious doctrine was never 
taught among the children of men. . 

It is easy to see why priests and ministers are so 
anxious to keep their adherents ignorant of other 
saviors and older systems of religion. The similarity 
is so great as to leave no doubt in the mind of the most 
obtuse Christian concerning the borrowed character 
of his religion. à 

. Thereis in the British Museum a representation of 
the crucified savior, Christna, corresponding almost 
exactly with pictures of Christ on the cross as seen 
in religious books and tracts. In different parts of 
India may be found figures of the same crucified 
savior chiseled in the solid granite, antedating the 
crucifixion of Christ hundreds and hundreds of years. 


and virgin mothers. Mayence, Shing-Mou, Alemene, 
Prudence, Minerva, Semile, Chimalmen, Maia, and 


Christna, Zulis, Quexalcote, Bacchus, Hercules, Ai- 
cides, Yu, and Hesus were either gods or god- 
begotten saviors, regarded by their er pec nye Por 

ist is by 
Christians, and their mothers were regarded as pure 


that there have been more than & dozen saviors who 


begin to look as if this savior business had been a 
With all of these saviors, one would 


When a gentleman first discovered these facts, and 
declared his intention of publishing them, he was 
visited: by prominent Christians, who tried to dis- 
suade him from his purpose for fear it would have a 
tendency to unsettle the minds of many as to the 
genuineness and the originality of the story of Christ. 
Moreover, when the British Parliament sent a depu- 
tation to India to investigate the sculptures and mon- 
uments and sacred books, a Christian bishop of Cal- 
cutta got hold of the report, and so defaced it that it 
could scarcely be called the same report. Every- 
thing pertaining to the Hindoo savior, Christna, had 
been entirely erased. 
` Christian writers have expressed their fears that 
the enemies of their religion might seize these facts 
and hold.them up before the world, and if generally 
known the people would be led to believe that the 
Whole story of Christ had been borrowed from this 
original. 

No niatter whether the story of Christ is borrowed 
or original, no matter whether it originated among 
the Jews or Hindoos, it is too ridiculous for sober 
consideration. 

"The idea of a child having a ghost for a father is 
so absurd that one would be led to think that no in- 
telligerit mind had ever given the subject a serious 
thought. Calling the father of a child a holy ghost 
does not help the matter a mite. It is as impossible 
for a holy ghost. to be a father as it is for an unholy. 
one. But what benefit have all these saviors been to 
human kind, anyway? What. benefit to the starving 
poor to believe that some time in the future they will 
have a pair of wings, and twang a golden harp? i 

Priests and ministers have so warped and muddled 
the minds of men and women that thousands who 
'are suffering for the common comforts of life, instead 
of studying and laboring to better their condition 
here, give all their thoughts to the hereafter. 

Don't be afraid that with our best effort, and that 
by devoting our entire thought and energy to the 
bettering of our condition here, we shall render this 
earth such a blissful abode that we will be unable: to 
appreciate the joys of heaven, if we ever get there. 
The first step toward heaven is happiness here. Let 
ug strive to banish hell from the minds of men, and 
to let them know that the gods will never interfere 
with our affairs on earth. For eighteen hundred. 
years the minds of men have been turned toward 
gods, saviors, and Christianity. Now let us have 
as much time devoted to the cause of humanity, 
and if the world is * the better for it," as I believe it 
will be, will there be any less joy in heaven, or will 
the gods fare any worse? Set the dogs on a man 
who is willing to be miserable all his life because he 
believes he is going to be happy in heaven. No man 
shall outdo me in being happy in heaven if I can help | 
it, and I believe I can endure good food, a comforta- 
‘ble home, and any amount of happiness here. _ v 

Instead of teaching the young to devote their lives 
to the service of God, let us teach them that there 
are sublimer duties to perform, inasmuch as men are 
above myths. Priests and ministers have led the 
youthful mind astray long enough. I would like to 
have every priest and minister in the land stand up 
while I tell them something. When you teach chil- 
dren that they must live for the service of God, be 
kind enough to explain what good they can do him. 
Would it not be better to teach them to help the 
aged and the feeble, and to make the world look 
bright and happy all around them? Would not such 
teaching have a more practical bearing ? 

If hell is to be the reward for trying to make. the 
race happy, give me the hottest corner of. it. If, as 
the ministers say, “hell is paved with good deeds,” 
let us keep right on paving until we fill it up entirely. 
If noble and heroic actions are going to set hell to 
sputtering, then the meanest actions will by the same 
rule secure heaven, and Talmage and the two Sams 
may came out ahead yet. Mr. Minister, you have 
,been a teacher a long time, and a little wholesome 
advice will do you good. Don’t worry too much 
about your savior. Try to be a savior yourself, and 
induce others to act as such. Do not bother your 
brain about the blood of the lamb. See that the 
hungry have something to eat. Do not, speculate 
too much about the plan of redemption, but see how 
. many you can redeem from squalor and want. Do 
not shift burdens upon the shoulders of others which 
you ought to bear yourself, and -never take pay for 
services which are of no benefit to anybody. P 

Do not build costly churches as long as the poor 
are without decent homes. Heaven is too far off; 
we can’t afford to wait; start one right here. Earth 
-is the best location for a heaven that I know of. Be~ 
sides, the heaven here will be a reality ; the heaven 
promised by Christians is just a little misty. “ What - 
is hit is history, and what is missed is mystery.” 
Do not be too selfish—get interested in the welfare 
of every human being. This world was made for the 
accommodation of the whole human family, not ex- 
clusivly for Christians. If there is anything which 
can make “a dying bed as soft as downy pillows are,” 
it is the consciousness of having lived good and use- 
ful lives. 

My clerical friends, is not this better than to go 
through the world looking as if you were struck wit 
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death, and with a puritanical face long enough to 
drink out of a churn? What kind of a god do you 
worship, anyway? Is he going to punish. you for 
trying to have a little sunshine, and for making other 
hearts glad as far as you are able? Will a-virtuous 
life, made up of generous and noble acts, unfit you 
for the enjoyments of another state of existence? 
When you compare this life to a “vale of tears,” and 
say that it is a-“ dark and stormy desert,” “a wilder- 
ness of woe,” that you are only a “ pilgrim and a 
stranger,” that “this world is not your home,” you 
fill this life with gall and aconite, and, as far as your 
influence can go, banish all the joys of earth, and 
spread only gloom and sorrow. You may think such 
a course in life will fit you for another world, and the 
sooner you start the better it will be for this. 
Jonn PrEck, 
_— 

A Liberal paper should be perfectly kind and candid. In 
discussion there is no place for hatred, no opportunity for 
slander. A personality is always out of place. An angry 
man can neither reason himself nor perceive the reason of 
what another says. 

Above all, and over all, a Liberal paper should teach the 
absolute freedom of the mind, the utter independence of the 

individual, the PERFEOT LIBERTY oF SPEEOH.—ROBERT G. 
INGERSOLL. 
——— 93—9———————— 
Mrs. Colman’s Reminiscences. 


I do not remember at what age I learned the 
astounding lesson that in this so-called: Republican 
country there were several millions of human beings 
who were bought and sold like the beasts of the field ; 
but it must hav been almost in my babyhood, for I 
well remember being taught the cradle song by my 
mother, who died when I was five years of age. Let 
me giv a few verses of this song, which Christian 
mothers taught their children: 


T thank the goodness and the grace 
That on my birth hath smiled, 

And made me in these Christian days 
A happy English child. 


I was not born, as thousands are, 
Where God was never known, 
And taught to pray a useless prayer 

To blocks of wood and stone. 


I was not.born a little slave 
To labor in thesun, ` 

And wish I were but in my grave, 
And all my labor done. : 


` I think my pious mother must hav been sorely 
puzzled to answer satisfactorily to herself the ques- 
tions which I was almost constantly asking her: 
* Why did God let children be slaves? and if God 
made little children, why did he make them black? if 
that were the reason they were slaves? and was God 
good?” and many others of the same nature. This 
being a slave seemed to me, even at that time, the 
worst of all calamities, save one, that could befall any- 
body, and that other was the, going to hell to be 
burnt forever in actual fire. 

My poor little brain was so excited, in trying to 
find answers to these many questions, that I wonder 
that I did not entirely lose my senses and become 
idiotie. Perhaps the death of my mother, and ihe 
changes that naturally followed in the family, served 
to take my mind from this particular problem in 
theology. 

About this time, from 1824 to 1830, there swept 
over New England what was called a “revival of re- 
.ligion" As I looked back upon it, it seems like some 
scourge or plague, so great was the sorrow that fol- 
lowed in its wake. Protracted meetings were every- 
where the order of the day; sensational ministers 
were sought for, and employed to preach, with all 
the effect possible, the coming of the day of judg- 
ment and the sure doom of the impenitent. | 

Here was another problem to be solved—of what 
use was preaching or praying for those who were 
elected from the foundation of the world to be 
" saved? And how worse than useless to try by any 
means to avert the doom of those who were fore- 
ordained to destruction! My queries, no matter to 
whom addressed, always received the same answer: 
‘Child, Satan desires to hav you, and go he is putting 


such questions into your head. Answer him, as did | 


the savior, ‘Get thee behind me; and remember it 


is very wicked to reason upon the ways of God. You: 


hav the holy Bible; read that and accept it; it is 


God’s word.” At last, in despair, I began to read the 


Bible, consecutivly, chapter by chapter; but, alas! 
I found it wholly inexplicable; and when I went to 
my good Christian aunt (who was in the place of 
mother to me) and begged her to tell me what such 
things meant, and why God used such filthy words, 
and what was the good of such laws, and why women 
were required to do things that were wrong in the 
nature of things, the only answer she could giv 
me was, “I don't know; put away the Bible till you 
are older; read now the Psalms and the New Testa- 
ment.” ~ 

Such was the mental food given to children to 
digest sixty and seventy years ago. Is it better 
to-day? Liberalism has so permeated thought that, 


like homeopathy in medicin (all pathies being so much 
afflicted by it that no respetable dodiarcealivabos 
with calomel, or denies to a patient burning up with 
fever cold water), so the Protestant religion.in all its 
different creeds i8 à mild mixture compared to what 
it was at the time of which I am writing. Perhaps 
for the reason that its hideousness is so nicely cov- 
ered there is more need that Liberals be on the alert. 
Christianity demands entire subjection to its edicts; 
no matter that it keeps in the background the damna- 
tion of infants in another world, if it shall continue, 
as to-day, to teach, not only in Sunday-schools, but 
in public schools, supported by the entire public, the 
doctrins of the Bible. Until the majority of the peo- 
ple are allowed mental liberty, we are not safe. To- 
day, in this year 287 since Bruno gave his life in de- 
fense of liberty of thought, a citizen of New York is 
under arrest in the state of New Jersey for ridiculing 
the idea of the God of the universe being born of a 
woman and subject to all the ailments of babyhood. 
It is to be hoped that the jury, will fail to convict, 
but the inteligence of à New Jersey juryman is, at 
the least, questionable. Freethinkers everywhere 
Should use their utmost efforts to cause the removal 
from our statute-books of laws that make free speak- 
ing a crime.. Within three years thrée persons hav 
suffered imprisonment in England for caricaturing 
the God of the Established Church of that realm. 
Christians of this country and of England do not 
hesitate to go into foreign countries, decry their 
gods, and. demolish the representativs of such gods, 
and if the nations object the sword soon settles the 
matter. 

At the time when Mr. Garrison first published his 
demand for the immediate and unconditional emanci- 
pation of the slave, all respectable people considered 
themselvs Christians. The different sects denied the 
name to each other, but each sect assumed the name 
for themselvs. The Presbyterian, who was at that 
time Christian par excellence, refused to fellowship 
the Unitarian, because the Unitarian denied that 
Jesus of Nazareth was the real God—he made him 
out a strange being, hardly intelligible to himself 
perhaps, but surely not God. Presbyterians and 
Unitarians alike denied the Christian name to Uni- 
versalists, though the Universalist took excellent care 
of theson of God, making him not exactly equal to the 
Father God, but of great importance in the godhead 
£o the human family, in that he had “willingly 
suffered death for every individual, and in so doing 
had paid to his Father (the principal God) the debt 
which Adam and Eve had entailed upon all their de- 
scendants forever and forever.” This debt once paid, 
the Universalist persistently taught, had “ destroyed 
death and hell, and even him that had the power of 
death—the devil.” And so they were denied the 
Christian name, for of what use was a creed without 
a burning hell and a devil to so tempt human beings 
that few only could escape the eternal flames? 


There lived at this time a lady in western Massa- 
chusetts somewhat famed as a writer, who left the 
Presbyterian church and joined the Unitarian. This 
lady was a great favorit with an aunt of hers, who 
considered this new heresy a sin fatal to salvation, 
but she was so warmly attached to this very sinful 
niece that she could not deny herself the pleasure of 
frequently visiting her. One day, when taking leave 
of the niece after à pleasant day's visit, the aunt em- 
braced her friend very warmly, and, with the tears 
falling profusely, said to her: * Oh, do come and see 
me very often while.we liv, as you know when we die 
we shall be separated forever.” Such was the assur- 
ance with which a certain class of Christians were en- 
dowed that they could with great certainty fix the 
eternal state of themselvs and others. 

Syracuse, Jan. 17, 287. Luey N. Corman. 


—— 


Has Christianity Benefited Woman ?—III. 


Our own country is probably in advance on the 
question of equal rights of the sexes, and yet with 
us there are many prejudices to overcome. There is 
the general impression that the woman who has the 
audacity to enter any of the learned professions is 
not a genuin lady. They hav to meet the calumnies 
and slanders of the bigoted and envious. In our 
own country, at Baltimore, in 1829, the first girl 
passed an examination in geometry, and & howl ot in- 
dignation went up all over the country. And of the 
three hundred and eleven institutions of learning in 
the United States that bear the name of colleges, 
only one hundred and seventy admit both sexes on 
equal terms, and five admit' women only. In coun- 
tries where the ecclesiastical spirit is yet strong 
women hay the fewest privileges. Compare the con- 
dition of women in Spain, Ireland, and Russia, with 
the skeptical countries of France, England, and the 
United States. In Germany, though the intellectual 
class is thoroughly skeptical, yet the government is 
as thoroughly orthodox, and the masses are supersti- 
tious. It is thought good for the. safety of society 
to degrade annually several thousand girls. In Ber- 
lin there are ten thousand licensed women, and in 
order to carry on their business they hav to furnish 


.& eertificate from a clergyman showing that they are 


| regular attendants at church, and that they partake — 
of the sacrament, thereby putting both church and 
state sanction on the vilest practice to which a 
woman can be subjected. She is considered simply 
a creature for the gratification of the lowest passions 
of men. And the more ignorant and orthodox a peo- 
ple, the more is this cursed idea entertained. In 
Russia it is yet, in many places, considered a disgrace 
for & woman to sing in the church, and the soprano 
is supplied by small boys. In England, though re- 
cently woman has been making much progress, yet 
it has not been long since that in some of the old 
Swiss cantons women were led to the market with a 
halter around their necks to be sold to the highest 
bidder. In 1877, four professors in the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons in London, resigned be- 
Cause some women were admitted to the college, and 
they received the thanks of the London populace. 
And in 1869 four women were mobbed at the 
Christian University in Edinburgh when they were 
admitted to the college of physicians and surgeons. 
There are now several medical colleges whose doors 
are open to females, but female students are not 
given equal clinical advantages with male students. 

‘Woman certainly does not owe her present elevated 
condition to Christianity, but to the secular move- 
ment that has been slowly but surely undermining 
the church, and if it were not for the reverence many 
people hav for the wisdom of Moses and St. Paul, 
the women of the United States would be the politi- 
cal and social equals of men; but on this question the 
church imposes her indomitable No. 

Why, then, should women ‘cling so tenaciously to 
the church ? ' 

She is the untiring beggar for its support, and 
without her influence the church would long ago hav 
sunk into oblivion. 

The church is a great social organization, and 
woman loves society more than man; she dreads the 
social ostracism to which she would be subjected by 
withdrawing her support from the church, and her 
education has never been as practical as man’s, and 
consequently she is not so much of an inquiring mind. 
Then, woman from her sensitiv nature loves the ex- 
citable emotions furnished by religion, Her whole 
thought has been trained in that direction, and by 
taking advantage of her constancy and tender emo- 
tions the priests can play a winning card. 

But, thanks to afew brave, heroic souls, woman is 
being gradually led from the bondage of superstition. 
She begins to read and think for herself, and will 
soon be the equal of her lord and master. She is be- 
ginning to learn that the clergy hav too often: proved 
a treacherous enemy, and that the church has not 
always been the truest guardian of her sacred rights. 
The veil is being drawn from the face of Christianity, 
and instead of the beautiful system woman once 
thought it to be, she sees a superstition, the features 
of which are far more horrid than Zelica saw when 
the veil was drawn from the face of the prophet of 
Khorassan. Gzonez H. Dawes. 

Dexterville, Wis. 


ee 


Organized Infidelity in Waco, Texas. 
From the Independent Pulpit. 


The fourth year of the Religious and Benevolent 
Association was completed on the 12th of December, 
1886, and a suitable anniversary was held that even- 
ing in Liberal Hall. The work of the fourth year, 
like the three preceding it, was very satisfactory, and 
the prospects for future success were never more en- 
couraging. When, four years ago, this association 
commenced to hold its meetings in the Court House, 
every one predicted for it a brief career. Six months 
was the longest time it was expected to continue, and 
many said it would go to pieces in three. A little 
later on they gave it a year, then two, years, when 
finally all prophesying ceased, and everyone came to 
regard it as one of the permanent institutions ofthe 
city. It speaks well for the Liberal people here that 
they hav conducted their affairs with so much regu- 
larity and order. During the past four years their 
meetings hav been as regular as those of the 
churches, and although they were the last in the field 
out of the twelve or more white congregations in the 
city, not more than three of them can boast of a 
larger average attendance. During this time we [J. 
D. Shaw] hav been their regular lecturer, and in no 
instance hav we ever had an inattentiv audience, or 
been disturbed by anyone. The affairs of the asso- 
ciation hav been conducted with great harmony, and 
in no way has that harmony been disturbed by any 
bickering or strife. The work of the fourth year re- 
veals a healthy state of the association. One change 
from former years ought to be mentioned here, and 
that is the increased number of young people now in 
attendance. During the earlier years of our work 
they seemed to stand aloof from us, and our congre- 
gations were mainly made up of old people. Now 
we hav many young people, and a more orderly, well- 
behaved, and attentiv company would be hard to find. 
All in all, we hav much to encourage us in our ethical 
work, and the association enters upon its fifth year 
with renewed zeal and buoyant prospects of con- 
tinued success. 
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The American Secular Anion. 


A Liberal paper should be perfectly kind and candid., In 
discussion there is no place for hatred, no opportunity for 
slander. A personality is always out of place. An angry 
man can neither reason himself nor. perceive the reason of 


what another says. 


Above all, and over all, a Liberal paper should teach the 
absolute freedom of the mind, the utter independence of the 
individual, the PERFECT LIBERTY OF BPEEOH.—ROBERT G. 


INGERSOLL. 
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News and Notes. 


Columbus is a big, handsome city of aboutseventy- 
five thousand inhabitants, with à somewhat gloomy 
eapitol building, and buggy factories that seem to 


tower to the very heavens. Twelve thousand bug- 


gies are made here every year. 
many rides this delightful city affords ! 
year? 


continent. 
millionaires abound. 

I found a splendid Liberal element, with the 
glory of youth and stalwart age. Ifelt as if I was 
in the very blaze of morning’s fire amid these for- 
ward ranks. The hall was crowded on Sunday after- 
noon, about four hundred being present. An organ- 
ization was formed, and. nearly fifty ladies and gen- 
tlemen united with it. The following officers are 
elected: James Williams, president; F. S. Mont- 
gomery, vice-president; R. H. Ralston, secretary; 
Dr. P. E. Blesch, treasurer; Dr. J. B. Schueller, 
Samuel Goodman as executiv committee with these 
officers. I havthe highest hopes of the success of 
this organization in the capital of the great state of 
Ohio. The Liberal element has been advancing here 
for years and the hour is now ripe for a decisiv 
movement. Those who take lead in the matter rep- 
resent the best moral and intelligent forces in the 
community. ; 

Dr. Schueller is president of the Humboldt Society, 
which was organized here some years ago, and is a 
very Liberal influence. I attended its Sunday even- 
ing meeting, listened to a pleasant address by Cap- 
tain Lee on German life and manners, to music, 
and enjoyed the free-and-easy sociability for which 
our German friends hav such a delightful genius. 

Mr. Ralston, Mr. Montgomery, Samuel Goodman, 
Charles Augustus and wife, Dr. J. M. Stewart, L. H. 
Webster, Frank Kochne, W. H. Moore, C. G. Voght, 
Mrs. H. M. Lyndoll, J. B. Cochrane, Mrs. H. S. 
Seville, A. Synold, J. S. Cleman, and many others, 
make a noble list of Freethinkers in this beautiful 
city, who will be more than a roll of names, a power 
indeed for universal mental liberty. I do not believe 
our banners here will ever touch the dust. My heart 
is full of hope as I bid farewell to these excellent 
allies. ^ 

Monday I came to Piqua, Ohio, a lively town of ten 
thousand inhabitants, quite historic in its associa- 
tions. It was once a famous Indian encampment. 
Nearly five thousand Indians were congregated here 
in the last century—the Piqua tribe. Piqua means 
“the man from ashes,” and the legend is that this 
tribe originated in an ash-heap. Considerable lie in 
those ashes, I guess. The mound-builders were once 
here, and the country about is covered with innumer- 
able relics, all sorts of war implements, inscriptions, 
skulls, etc. The English and the French had a big 
fight here for possession of the great West. A fort 
was built, and this is one of the first settlements in 
the country., 

Piqua is a difficult place. I did not hav a single 
PE my lectures, and that is something that I 
don’t like. The crust of orthodoxy here is pretty 
firm. However, we will not be discouraged. A Sec- 
ular Union was formed, and the work will be pushed. 
J. D. Kruschke has plenty of backbone, with Mr. H. C. 
Maag, T. C. Willtheis, and others, and our flag will 
be flung to the breeze. I expect to strike here again 
on my return, and also Bradford, about nine miles 
away, where there is a lively set of Freethinkers, who 
came, some of them, spite of cold and ice, to the lect- 
ures, and made our camp-fires brighter—Mr. J. W. 
Smith, Charles Lambert, H. W. Smith; W. W. Bos- 
serman, and Robert Campbell. Mr. W. C. Baker, of 
Montra, came twenty-five miles to join our company. 
So I don't feel a bit discouraged. This picket line 
will not disband, but keep on harassing the enemy. 

À round-about journey, trains belated as usual, and 
just at dusk Wednesday I arrived at Mechanicsburgh, 
a pretty town, on a gentle declivity, of two thousand 
inhabitants. Here I find plenty of good cheer. Vet- 
erans of freedom who bate no jot of heart or hope, 
S. S. Staley, J. C. Vanness, George B. Vanness, Mil- 
ton Chaney and family, Ellis McCarty, George Free- 
man, H. Baley, O. F. Boulton, John Paschal, Van 
Davis, Thomas Martin, Mr. Bowen, M:. S. Kingsley, 
Asa Bates Wm. Howard, John Rhodabaugh, Mr. 
Taylor, and others. The lecture was well attended. 


What a buggy pro- 
cession! almost equal to a New York bedstead. How 
What is the 
use of walking when so many buggies are madeevery 
Columbus is reckoned the richest city ac- 
cording to its inhabitants, next to Hartford, on the 
Most of its people are well-to-do, and 


Ihope to return here and organize our friends for 
permanent work. Near by is Springfield, Ohio, a 
rattling city of about thirty thousand inhabitants, and 
there must be some Liberals in it, and I purpose 
eventually to lecture there. This part of Ohio affords 
favorable fields for our labors. 

Early Thursday morning I go dashing down to 
Cincinnati on the “Flying Dutchman” express, 
which spins along with glorious velocity. Our brill- 
iant Materialistic, philosophic, phrenologic friend, 
Beall, who knows a man by his build almost with 
mathematical accuracy, was ready with a good hand- 
shake, the prelude to the cheering company which 
this Rhine of America (pork rind) always affords—a 
solid, substantial, slow, comfortable city, where music 
fills the air, and mud the streets; where the side- 
walks are so uneven that one needs to be drunk in 
order to'walk straight. If he is sober and is ina 
hurry, he is liable to be arrested for intoxication. 
But Cincinnati folk are never ina hurry. They go 
stately by. They do business as if all eternity were 
before them ; and if you are a stranger, they always 
look at you askance, and wonder why you ever came 
to town. 

Cincinnati, however, is a delightful residence city. 
It is devoted to art culture, good living, and elegance. 
Its suburbs are among the most magnificent in the 
world. 

The thermometer leaped from zero up to sixty-two 
and a rainy evening set in, but about four hundred 
gathered together to listen to the lecture. The 
audience was most responsiv and speech was easy. 

Friends came over from Covington, and I expect to 
lecture there sometime on my return. I was pleased 
to meet my old and tried friend, Dr. Hallowell, who is 
a stalwart Liberal, and has been in the brunt of the 
battle for years. He was at Lexington, Ky., when I 
lectured there, and his home was mine. He now livs 
in Covington, and is still ready to do and dare for 
Freethought. His wife is thoroughly devoted in 
spirit to the same cause. : 

I spent a few moments with William Winter, who 
was not able to attend the lecture on account of sick- 
ness. He is recovering, however, and at eighty years 
of age is bright and sturdy as ever. We hope to 
carry on the work to which this “grave and reverend 
signior” has consecrated so many years. A good 
greeting with Warren, who is the backbone of our 
finances. Others may fail, but, like charity, this gen- 
erous Liberal never fails. 

Edgar C. Beall is like an electric battery, and 
does more than any other man to put intellectual 
life into Cincinnati. : 

I enjoyed the hospitality of Walter Maxwell at 
Palace Hotel The entertainment was royal and 
Mr. Maxwell is one of our brightest thinkers as well 
as & genial host. 

John A. Geeting, of Washington, Ind., came one 
hundred and seventy-five miles on purpose to hear 
the lecture. A pretty good Liberal that. Mr. Geet- 
ing has been for years an open advocate of our 
cause, and he has done much in his county, where he 
occupies an honorable political position, to advance 
Liberalism. I shall lecture at Washington, Ind., on 
my return, and look for a successful campaign at that 
point. So Cincinnati has been a bright spot, with 
happy associations and brilliant promis. 

This bright Saturday morning, almost like spring, 
with beautiful blue skies, and fleecy clouds, and 
shimmering woods and fields,and flashing waters, 
and white villages coming and going, J am on my 
way to Rome City, where I lecture to-morrow, Sun- 
day, afternoon. Next week I go to Linesville, Pa., 
to a Paine celebration; to Chicago Paine festival 
Jan. 29th and 30th (appointment at Nekoma is ad- 
journed) I shall be at Fort Madison, Feb. 5th and 
6th; at Belton, Mo., Feb. 8th; at Bavaria, Kansas, 
Feb. 9th and 10th; at Salina, 11th, 12th, and 13th; 
at Brookville, 14th and 15th; at Ft. Dodge, Feb. 
20th ; Garden City, 21st, 22d; at Denver, Feb. 27th 
and March 6th; at Tulare, Los Angeles, San Diego, 
Santa Ana, March 13th to 31st; at San Francisco 
and Oakland, the first two Sundays in April. I ex- 
pect to be in California through April and May. 
Will friends in California please arrange for lectures 
at every possible point? Samus. P. PurNAM. 

GR. & I. R. R., Jan. 22, 1887. 

——— — 9-49 9—————— 


The Sunday Law of Massachusetts. 
A pamphlet with this title, written by an eminent 


lawyer, has just been published by Cupples, Upham | 


& Co., Boston. It givs not only all the statutes, in- 
cluding that passed a year ago in favor of bakers, 
but all the decisions under them; for instance, that 
by which corn is not to be hoed on Sunday; that by 
which fraud committed on that day goes unpunished, 
and that by which notes signed then are null and 
void. So much information can be found nowhere 
else so easily. The unwillingness of the people to 
hav these statutes either repealed or enforced is com- 
pared to Artemas Ward’s position—in favor of the 
Maine liquor law, but against its enforcement. The 
plan recommended is to hav a day of rest secured by 
laws, arranged for the practical good of the com- 
munity, with no reference to religious interests, and 


with full provision for all “rational wants,” including 
“travel, recreation, social intercourse, or whatever 
other pastimes be of good report, and any labor 
necessary to assure for the hour the reasonable per- 
sonal comfort of himself or family, or for the saving 
of actual waste his own property and that of his 
neighbor." 
This pamphlet is known to hav been read by 
Governor Ames; and its good effect may be seen in 
his recommendations to the legislature “that the 
whole body of the Sunday laws should be thoroughly 
and carefully revised.” I know of nothing likely to 
hav a better influence on the members, and hope 
their attention will be called to it by the friends of 
liberty. Now is the time for vigorous effort against 
the day of tyranny and persecution. 
. F. M. Hottanp. 


e 
The Liberal Ciub. 


If any one had dropped into the German Masonic 
Temple at 220 East Fifteenth street on the. evening 
of Friday, January 21st, at fifteen minutes before 8 
o'clock, he would hav thought that the 431st regular 
meeting of the Manhattan Liberal Club had been ad- 
journed to some other place. . No one was present. 
A little while later an audience which comfortably 
filled the hall had arrived. The man with the badge- 
pin took observations, and he noticed that many who 
came in alone sat alone. They did not seem to be 
acquainted. They were unsocial. They did not 
bunch themselvs together and discuss the characters 
and affairs of those who had not yet arrived. This 
feature, which some hold must be cultivated before 
Liberal societies can expect to attract members of 
the churches, seemed to be entirely wanting here. 
By a flagrant violation of society etiquet, each indi- 
vidual kept his own counsel and attended to his own 
business. Such is the disorganizing and disintegrat- 
ing influence of unbelief. 

At ten minutes past eight, the Chair said that, the ` 
first secretary being absent, the secretary’s son, who 
was the second secretary, would come forward and 
read the minutes. The second secretary referred 
the Chair to the official report of the previous meet- 
ing printed in last week's Truru Serger. The Chair 
then introduced the speaker of the evening, William . 
L. Snyder, Esq., who spoke upon “The Land Grant 
System and its Abuses.” Mr. Snyder took his hear. 
ers back to the days of the feudal system and dis- 
cussed the matter of alods and feuds and fiefs and 
serfs and vassals and villains, and aids, and reliefs, 
and wardships, and the jus primis noctis, and es- - 
cheat, and some of the other peculiarities of the age 
of chivalry. It was in this age that our present sys- 
tem of land grants had its inception. The granting 
by the government of tremendous stretches of land 
in this country to foreign syndicates and railroad 
corporations was what the lecturer especially ob- 
jected to, and the extent of these grants was given in 
a bewildering array of figures. Mr. Snyder held 
that the government had no right to grant away the 
people’s land. 

The Chair announced that the floor was open for 
discussion in speeches of ten minutes each, members 
of the club having the call. 

Mr. Sutherland denied the accuracy of the lectur- 
er’s figures. He pointed out that the land grant sys- 
tem had had -beneficial results, impeached the legal 
acumen of Mr. Snyder, and made other remarks cal- 
culated to lessen the force of that gentleman's 
arguments. 

Dr. Weeks maintained that the previous speaker 
had corroborated the lecturer rather than otherwise. 
He had noticed that Mr. Sutherland often made 
good speeches without knowing it. The land grant 
system had its merits, but these were greatly over- 
shadowed by its evils. The railroads do some good. 
The same might be said of the devil. He didn't be- 
lieve in total depravity even in the devil and railroad 
directors. l 

Mr. Henry opened a ten-minute address with the 
somewhat superfluous remark that his father and 
mother were Irish. In a very polished and guarded 
manner he then proceeded to develop the fact that 
he was an Anarchist: People who will be slaves, he 
said, deserve to be slaves. Those who don’t take 
their rights hav no reason to complain. The true 
idea of freedom has dawned upon only a few men, 
and they are under sentence of death. All the evils 
we hav in this republic came through the ballot, and 
the ballot;can only make them worse, not cure them. 

Mrs. Leonard said that we women would confiscate 
every scrap of Jand granted to railroads unless the 
railroads kept their agreements, which they hav not 
done. It is the duty of the roads to be public car- 
riers between producer and consumer, yet in the 
West people are burning corn which the people of the 
Kast are starving for. Giv women the government, 
and if they make as big a botch of it as the men hav, 
there will be some reason then in calling them the 
weaker sex. 

After further discussion and some closing words 
by Mr. Snyder, the Chair said that, provided Dr. 
Eccles would consent to postpone his lecture on 
“Evolution” until next month, of which there was 
no doubt, the next meeting would be a celebration of 
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the birthday of Thomas Paine. This is right, for, in 
the language of Mr. Wakeman, whene'er through 
liberty and law a temple shall arise, the grandest 
mortals eversaw thrown upward to the skies; where- 
on by love shall be engraved the nares of men of 
deed who labored for a world enslaved by tyrant and 
by creed, above them all in bold relief, immortal, 
without stain, shall shine his name who was their chief 
—the glorious name of Paine. 
-_ — —-————— ——— ` 

A Liberal paper should be perfectly kind and candid. In 
discussion there is no place for hatred, no opportunity for 
slander. A personality is always out of place. An angry 
man can neither reason himself nor perceive the reason of 
what another says. 

Above all, and over all, a Liberal paper should teach the 
absolute freedom of the mind, the utter independence of the 
individual, the PERFEOT LIBERTY oF sPEEOH.—ROBERT Q. 
INGERSOLL. i 

Gono a a a 


Pioneer Pith. 


What men need nowadays is pith—the marrow, 
kernel, substance, bottom fact, bed-rock truth. 
Knowledge is so vast that its essence must be pre- 
sented to the masses of humanity. The multitude 
need condensed thought. Learned specialists must 
master every detail in their several departments of 
knowledge, but the pith of all must be extracted and 
furnished to men at large, if general intelligence is to 
prevail The day of rhetorical utterance and diffusiv 
expansion of ideas is past, and what men want is con- 
cise, clear, logical demonstration of fundamental 
truths. Esthetic tastes may still delight in descrip- 
tions of imaginativ excursions into “supernal realms 
of ethereal bliss,” in strolls through “ umbrageous 
woods” and meanderings by “the shimmering sheen 
of the creaming waves,” but practical men now see 
beauty and fitness and crave knowledge of the under- 
lying facts of nature, told in plain words with solid 
proofs. ` 

The facts to be first presented should be the pio- 
neer truths, which, as the word signifies, must go be- 
fore to remove obstructions and prepare the way for 
human advance in the path of progress. A right 
conception of the order of the universe is essential to 
efficient action. Religion has presented erroneous 
conceptions of the universe, which now hinder man’s 
development, and nowhere does the sentimental, 
vague, visionary, rhetorical element more prevail than 
in the presentation of its theories. To deliver men 
from bondage to the ideas of supernatural religion 
and from subjection to those who liv by their perpet- 
uation, they must be given the pith of radical ideas, 
what Professor Clifford called “organized common 
sense.” 

The pith of Rationalism is the fact that the universe 
is controled by natural laws, and develops by uninter- 
rupted successions of cause and effect; no arbitrary 
supernatural will ever interferes. Once grasp the 
idea, 

Nature never nods, 
Nor leaves her work to gods, 


and all the dogmas of theology will be cast off. 
Teach men that connected causes produce all results, 
and the ground is cleared of the rubbish of faith and 
is ready for the plowshare of reason and the seed of 
knowledge. Whatever happens, 

The only cause 

Is nature’s laws. . 
Nobody knows how. nature's laws originated, or, if 
they had a beginning, who started them. But, if 
there was & starter, there is no evidence that he ever 
interferes with their working, and science has proved 
that orderly evolution is the law of the universe. It 
therefore follows that this world was not made sud- 
denly by the word of a God, nor was man made out 
of the dust; no serpent tempted man to fall, and he 
needs no atonement; no revelation was ever given by 
& being superior to man, but all knowledge has been 
gained by man's own study of nature; no miracle 
. ever happened, and no prayer to supernatural powers 
was ever answered; no savior was born of a virgin; 
no one ever rose from the dead. 

Put this pith of natural law into every man’s mind 
and slavery will cease. No longer will man be the 
victim of beliefs about gods, angels, and devils, and 
be the prey of those who thrive by his bondage. All 
the elaborate structures of religion will crumble, the 
mazes of theology will be made straight, the multifa- 
rious creeds will be abandoned, and the emancipated 
Christian will adopt 
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Jehovah ranks with Jupiter; 

The Bible’s Hebrew lit’ratur’; 
Confucius, Jesus, both were men; 
A future life’s beyond our ken. 


A miracle do not expect ; 
Seek nature’s cause for each effect. 
From man hav come all gods and creeds ; 
Your only savior is your deeds. 
Rosert C. ADams. 
———— 2 + — — —— 
Szx» to Tae Trura Srexezr office for a catalog of 


the books we hav for sale, The catalog is free. 


| met in Richmond there was & conference of Roman 


. While he was blind he invented a machine, as did Prescott, 
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Elevating Mr. George. 
From the Cine naati Sun. 

Yesterday the Sun encountered a member of the 
Henry George Club, and the latter made this aston- 
ishing and sensational charge : 

“ The Roman Catholic church is using the leaders 
of the Knights of Labor to destroy the Henry George 
land movement, believing that if Henry George's 
theories are not crushed they will result in the over- 
throw of the church. When the Knights of Labor 


and the Constitution of Man," ‘‘ Handbook of Household 
Science," ‘The Correlation and Conservation of Forces,” 
and * The Culture Demanded by Modern Life.” It was 
through Professor Youmans’s close friendship with Herbert 
Spencer that he came to found the Popular Science Monthly. 
He early exerted himself for the reproduction in America of 
the works of Spencer, Darwin, Mill, Bain, Huxley, Lecky, 
Tyndall, Maudsley, Carpenter, and others, and arranged with 
D. Appleton & Co. to pay foreign authors as American au- 
thors are paid. In 1871 he took up the copyright question 
and visited England several times to organize the Interna- 
tional Scientific Series on the basis of a simultaneous publi- 
cation in different countries of scientific books. "The series 
hav been published simultaneously in London, New York, 
.Paris, Leipsic, Milan, and St. Petersburg. Fifty-seven vol- 
umes hav been printed. In 1872 Professor Youmans started 
the Popular Science Monthly in order that he might print 
-chapters of Herbert Spencer's “ Study of Sociology” for the 
series, a8 no magazine publishers in this country would 
print them. Professor Youmans was assisted by his brother, 
Dr. W. J. Youmans, in his editorial work. 
emm 


Editorial Notes. 


C. B. RzxNorps's trial for defending the Christian deity 
from the blasphemous imputations of the holy scriptures is 
set down for Tuesday, February ist. The proceedings will 
be at Morristown, N. J., as previously intimated. 


Catholic bishops in Baltimore. These resolved that 
if Powderly should fail of reélection the influence 
and power of the church would be turned against the 
order. Powderly is a Catholic; and used to carry 
the red card which entitled him to admission to all 
the labor organizations of all kinds and degrees. 
During the Henry George campaign he’ made .a 
speech for him, but in another speech at Philadel- 
phia he said he was sorry he had, and advised all 
Knights to keep out of politics. This was the begin- 
ning of a gradual change. Now, couple the suspen- 
sion of Dr. McGlynn with the reasons given by 
Vicar-General Preston. It indicates that Mr. George's 
theory of the abolition of private property in land has 
received the censure of the church, and that she is 
using Mr. Powderly to make use of his position as 
general master workman to overthrow the land 
movement, notwithstanding the fact that the creed 
of the Knights of Labor is composed of planks of 
political significance referring to the land question. 
“A prominent K. of L. shows his prominence by 
the methods he adopts to injure the most prominent 
political movement of the day, and displays the 
domination under which he dissembles in the dupli- 
city with which in the same breath he pretends 
friendship for a cause he is endeavoring to stab in a 
most vital spot by appealing to a popular prejudice 
he well knows is based on falsehood and misrepresen- 
tation, and says, referring to the George club: ‘It 
looks as if it was a regular anarchical organ under a 
new and deceiving name. ” 
“Do the rank and file of the K. of L. know what 
is going on?” 
* Most assuredly not. They are in sympathy with 
Henry George, and are liable to adopt his ideas at 
next Sunday's convention. The leaders alone are 
working the scheme. They are acting under instruc- 
tions from the East, and are careful to conceal the 
real purposes of the order. They intend to build up 
a separate political party, but they are in danger of 
being knocked out by Henry George’s ideas. Notice 
how sudden they hav concluded to drop politics. It 
is only when they fear the triumph of the land theory 
and the disintegration of the church that they con. 
clude to go out of politics. It is, indeed, a fact that 
the fiat has gone forth from the Catholic church to 
destroy Henry George. They intend to use the 
ehurch's firm and faithful follower, Mr. Powderly, 
and he in turn has indorsed the move against 
George." 


James Parton has an article in the Forum for Feb- 
ruary, on ‘‘Outgrown City Government," showing the in- 
evitable mischief of political methods in municipal affairs, 
and advocating the necessity of a strong centralized admin- 
istration, with ample powers and a long term of office. 


THERE seems to be a disposition just at present among the 
Liberal journals to giv each other sly stabs under the ribs. 
It is an epidemic of ill-nature which we cannot account for, 
and which we regret to see among our esteemed contempo- 
raries. Let the editors use all their energies in making good 
and brilliant journals, and they will hav no time for qucru- 
lous fault-finding. 


Tunis is all the sympathy Dr. McGlynn gets from the Chris- 
tian at Work: ‘Father McGlynn’s deposition from the 
pastorate of St. Stephen’s church, this city, is but & natural 
consequence of his disloyalty to his church authorities. Dr. 
McGlynn is popular and magnetic; but popularity and mag- 
netism in the Roman Catholic church are poor substitutes 
for obedience and loyalty.” 


A SUBSORIBER in Toronto, who asks concerning the Sinaloa 
coóperativ scheme, is referred to the report of tle Liberal 
Club in Tug TnurH SEEKER of November 27, 1886. If the 
statements in that report are true, Sinaloa is about the last 
place in the world a man should go to, for the walking back 
is very wet and rough. "The prospectus of the company can 
be obtained by addressing Edward Howland, Hamnionton, 
N.J. The other side of the story cannot be had until some 
coóperativ individual returns from Sinaloa. 


Tux late Judge Black possessed one level-headed idea. He 
hated the Pilgrim fathers for their arrant pharisaical hypoc- 
risy. The feeling crops out in & number of his letters and 
speeches, and it cropped out continually in his conversation. 
* Y remember the last time I saw him alive,” said a resident 
of Pennsylvania to a Record reporter; ‘‘he put his hand on 
my shoulder and said in his expressiv manner: ‘ Young 
man, I hav been young, and now am old. I hav read many 
things; I hav seen many things; I hav heard many things; 
and I say to you that since the fall of Adam, nothing, nothing 
worse has happened in this world than the landing of the 
Pilgrims on Plymouth Rock» ”, 


ee 
Prof. E..L. Youmans Dead. 
From the Sun of Jan. 19th. 

Professor Edward Livingston Youmans, editor of the 
Popular Science Monthly, died suddenly yesterday at the 
Knickerbocker Apartment House, 247 Fifth avenue, of 
catarrhal fibroid consumption. He had an attack of pneu- 
monia two years ago, from which he never entirely recovered. 
He went South a year ago, but his feebleness increased, and 
he has not been at his office in the publishing house of D. 
Appleton & Co. for six months. The vivacity aud flow of 
Professor Youmans's spirits continued almost to the day he 
died. His father, who is over ninety years old, and his 
mother, who has nearly reached ninety, liv in Mount Vernon, 
Westchester county. 

Professor Youmans will be remembered chiefly for the fact 
that he found, or created, for Herbert Spencer, Darwin, 
Huxley, and Tyndall an audience in America before they had 
one in England. He was the most enthusiastic of writers and 
lecturers in America on scientific subjects. Born at Coey- 
mans, N. Y., on June 8, 1821, his parents removed to 
Saratoga while he was a child, and when thirteen years of 
age he was attacked by ophthalmia, and for several years he 
was totally biind. His eyesight troubled him all his life. 


Tux authorities of the Chattanooga Methodist University, 
an institution under the control of the Freedmen’s Aid Soci- 
ety of the Methodist church, hav rejected the application for 
admission of two young men on the ground that the appli- 
cants are negroes. Some of the religious papers condemn 
this action, but others sustain the authorities. In the dis- 
cussion over the matter, it leaks out that ‘‘ niggers” are not 
yet men and brethren to the good Christians of the Methodist 
church South, but it does seem & little queer that the insti- 
tution managed by the society organized to care for liberated 
colored persons should slam the door in their faces. But 
Southern Methodist sentiment is still against the social E WR 
ity of its former slaves. The Rev. Mr. King, of Birming- 
ham, Ala., publishes a card saying that his church is '' for 
white persons exclusivly, and colored persons are not invited 
or expected to attend." Some time will yet be required to 
civilize the Southern Christians. 

e 
Lectures and Meetings. 

W. S. Bxrr is arranging for missionary work in Illinois, 

Indiana, aud Michigan. 


Tne success of the Denver Secular meetings is shown by 
the following from the daily Republican : “ Prof. W. F. 
Jamieson lectured at Unity church last evening on another 
phase of the ‘Does Death End All?’ series, entitled, * Modern 
Spiritualism.’ The church was crowded, and many extra 
seats had to be provided for the use of those present. Pro- 
fessor Jamieson simply gave a synopsis of the more exhaustiv 
lecture on Spiritualism he will deliver next Sunday evening. 
He has studied the subject of Spiritualism for twenty-five 
years, and will giv his audience the benefit of his investiga- 
tions.” At the close of the lecture, Spiritualists came for- 
ward and shook hands with the lecturer, expressing their 
gratification with his fairness in handling the subject. He 
will be absent on & several weeks’ lecture trip through Ne- 
braska, and will then return to Denver and remain until 
summer. After his engagements in Minden, Central City, 
Osceola, Stromsburg, Neb., he is to deliver three lectures in 
Wilber, Neb., February 11th, 12th, and 13th. He can be ad 
dressed at Wilber, Neb., care of John N. Gouff. 


the blind historian, by which he was able to write. He was 
assisted by his sister, Miss Anne Eliza Youmans, who is a 
well-known writer on botany for children. Professor You- 
mans’s earliest studies were chemistry and physics. His first 
publication was & chemical chart with illustrated chemical 
changes by colored diagrams. His first book was a Class- 
book of Chemistry, published by D. Appleton & Co., and 
from that time, in 1852, until his death he was in some way 
connected with the same publishing firm. 

He married a widow of a member of the cabinet of the king 
of the Sandwich Islands. When King Kalakaua visited New 
York over ten years ago he dined with Professor and Mrs. 
Youmans. Professor Youmans's title was given to him by 
Antioch College, in which he became professor of chemistry 
in 1866. The University of Vermont made him a physician, 
but he never practiced medicin. 

It is said that it was through a conversation Mr. William 
H. Appleton had with Professor Youmans, who had entered 
the store as a stranger to buy books, that Professor Youmans 
began his connection with the firm. 

Some of the books Professor Youmans wrcte are ‘‘ Alcohol 
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Communications. 


A Liberal paper should be perfectly kind and candid. In 
discussion there is no place for hatred, no opportunity for 
slander. A personality is always out of place. An angry 
man can neither reason himself nor perceive the reason of 
what another says. 

Above all, and over all, a Liberal paper should teach the 
absolute freedom of the mind, the utter independence of the 
individual, the PERFEOT LIBERTY oF SPEEOH.—HoBERT G. 
INGERSOLL. i : 


The Age of Man. 


The Bible givs the age of man on the earth as 
somewhat less than six thousand years. This result 
is arrived at by adding together the ages of the de- 
scendants of Adam down to Noah, and from Noah to 
Abraham, and from Abraham to Jesus, making a total 
from Adam to the Christian era of 4004 years, and 
from the birth of Christ to the present time a total 
of 5890. Of late there has been a disposition on the 
part of the clergy and certain so-called scientific de- 
fenders of the Mosaic account of the creation of the 
world and of man to twist and distort the plain dec- 
larations of the Bible into a statement that the world 


“may hav" been created millions, nay, sons and. 


sons, of ages ago, and that man “may hav” existed 
on the earth much longer than the orthodox chronol- 
ogy Seems to allow for. In order to test the accu- 
racy of the Bible theory, it is only necessary to com- 
pare its Statements with the ascertained facts of mod- 
ern science, and to display the same fair spirit of 
inquiry that we would in the investigation of any other 
subject that was brought under our consideration, 
omitting no facts that are material in assisting us to 
an honest and sound judgment. In asking the ques- 
tion, What is the age of man on the earth? we may 
say that our answer must be principally derived from 
the results of the investigations of scientific men in 
such fields of research as astronomy, geology, paleon- 
tology, anthropology, morpliology. . 

Taking the earth as we know it to-day, we find it 
inhabited by a variety of kinds of wild and some few 
domesticated animals, and by various races of men dif- 
fering ‘in color, type, tongue, and in many other 
respects. Some parts of the earth we find inhabited 
by civilized men, others by barbarians; and the ques- 
tion naturally arises, Were all men originally savages, 
and hav the civilized developed from these, or were 
some men, or, at least, was one man, originally created 
with organization and faculties suiting him for civil- 
ized life, and are savages and civilized human beings 
alike his offspring? 

By reference to the writings and works of the vari- 
ous civilized races, we are enabled to determin their 
age as a civilized people, and with some degree of 
certainty trace them back to a semi-civilized, or even 
& savage, condition. 

Records of the Greeks and Romans show these two 
great empires to hav been inhabited by civilized peo- 
ple as far back as 800 ».c.; by the aid of tradition the 
Aryan peoples may be traced back from 1500 to 1800 
B.C.; the Chinese may be found in a highly civilized 
condition, with a monarchy and government, as far 
back as 2500 3.0; while, according to such eminent 
authorities as Lepsius and Bunsen, the Egyptians hav 
a history that carries us back more than 4000 years 
B.0. Now, if this be true, and men did not build 
cities in a day or a year, or make a language ina 
century, then we hav to consider how long man ex- 
isted on the earth previous to this, and how many 
years he would take to reach this stage of existence. 

If it could be demonstrated that the earth was not 
in a condition to be inhabited more than six thousand 
years ago, of course that would settle the question; 
for it would be readily granted that the earth must 
be in a fit condition for man to liv upon it before he 
could make his appearance. 

Now, to us matter and force appear to be alike 
indestructible; the study of chemistry has demon- 
strated pretty clearly that not one atom of matter is 
ever lost in the universe, and what is true of matter 
is equally true of force, for matter cannot exist with- 
out force, and force without matter is a mere abstrac- 
tion. But if matter and force are imperishable, inde- 
structible, it would seem to follow of necessity that 
that which cannot be destroyed could never hav 
begun. Therefore matter and force are eternal. 

And not only are matter and force imperishable— 
they are also infinit. Buchner (page 94, Force and 
Matter) says: “If matter be infinit in time, 2. e., im- 
mortal, it is also without beginning or end in space; 
our usual notions of time and space cannot be applied 
to it. Whether we investigate the extension of mat- 
ter in its magnitude or minuteness, we never come to 
an end or an ultimate form of it.” No atom is so 
small that a smaller is not conceivable, and vice versa; 
nor can we by any possibility scale the hights nor 
fathom the depths of nature. Matter seems to-be 
everywhere. 

To this statement, however, theologians demur. 


They acknowledge that matter and force are inde- | it. 


structible now, but they declare that deity “ might 
hav” given them this quality at their creation. 

But,in whatever manner this earth came into ex- 
istence, it is admitted on all hands that it has not 
existed in its present condition always. : : 

Men of science believe that this earth is. an offshoot 
from the sun; that it once was a molten mass, and 
that it took ages to cool down sufficiently to allow of 
life existing upon it. 

On the other hand, some theologians think that it 
was created in much its present condition a few thou- 
sand years ago, and that all forms of life appeared 
upon it a few days after its formation. Some divines, 


however, are prepared to admit that the earth was 


created thousands of years before living beings. 


"Briefly stated, the view of men of science is that 


there are good grounds for believing that all the par- 
ticles of*matter which compose the solar system were 
once in à gaseous condition; but that in the course 
of numberless ages, through loss of heat the particles 
of matter were drawn closer together and formed 
into one huge burning mass, which went spinning 
along in the universe. This mass was what we call 
our sun, and from it were thrown off, at various in- 
tervals, huge masses of molten matter, which con- 
tinued the spinning process, and ultimately by loss of 
heat the outer portion of each of these smaller 
masses became solid ; and thus the various planets in 
our system were formed. 

This is the accepted theory of men of science. But 
whether it is true or false, it is certain that the earth 
has not always been in its present condition; the 
Shape which it assumes being the result of iis spin- 
ning motion, and the rocks forming part of the outer 
portion of it, giving evidence of having been fused to- 
gether by fire, thus demonstrating that the earth was 
once & burning mass upon which no form of life 
could possibly exist. s 

. Sir William Thompson is of opinion that at 
least four hundred million years would be required 
for the earth to cool down so as to allow of life exist- 
ing upon it at all, while some scientists regard this 
immense period of time as altogether insufficient. 
When, however, we turn to the study of geology we 
find ourselvs in the possession of better data to as- 
sist us in arriving at some approximate date in refer- 
ence to the probable age of the earth and of man. 

In the crust of the earth and various rock forma- 
tions upon it we hav ample evidence of numerous 
changes which hav taken place at various epochs of 
the world's existence, while periodical volcanic erup- 
tions and earthquakes go to show the great force of 
heat still existing beneath the surface of the earth; 
moreover, a diligent study of geology reveals the fact 
that what was once & portion of the earth's surface is 
now submerged beneath sea or ocean. To esti- 
mate the age of the earth we then hav to look at the 
rock strata and calculate how long they would take to 
form. We know that the chalk beds which are to be 
found in various parts of the earth are made up of 
the shells of minute animalcule that pass their whole 
existence in the water. These shells are driven by 
the sea’s waves into certain positions, and in the 
course of hundreds of thousands of years a great bed 
of chalk may be built up. But if it has taken hun- 
dreds of thousands of years to deposit the chalk for- 
mation, who can say what vast periods are required 
to account for the great granit and other rocks that 
existed in geological periods long antecedent to the 
chalk? The truth is, no figures can adequately con- 
vey to the human mind the vast period of time re- 
quired for the formation of these strata. But, 
though we can giv no definit time to. represent the 
duration of the earth’s existence, we might, neverthe- 
less, venture to giv some approximate date to the 
period at which it is likely that man—as man—first 
made his appearance. 

Paleontology is the science which most assists us 
in determining within certain limits the age of man. 

Geology shows us how the earth has undergone 
numerous changes, and what these changes are, while 
paleontology, which means a study of the fossil re- 
mains discovered in the earth, helps us to understand 
the probable age of man. 

As a science, paleontology is only of recent birth — 
being about twenty years of age. But in these few 
years it has made immense progress. In ali the 
civilized nations of the world, men of science hav 
labored diligently, and their industry and persever- 
&nce hav been rewarded by discoveries of great im- 
portance to all lovers of truth. 

Nature's rule undoubtedly is to destroy and leave 
no trace of the beings that hav existed upon the 
earth ; but there are exceptions to this rule, and it is 
the province of this young science to. deal with these 
exceptions. Millions of living creatures hav played 
their part in the world's great drama and passed 
away, but the remains of some few hav become in 
some way or other imbedded in rock, or sand, or 
chalk, and these few remain to tell the story of man's 
greatest antiquity. Where, then, shall we find these 
remains ? 

À skeleton was found some time ago at New 
Orleans, sixteen feet below the surface, beneath the 
roots of a cypress-tree, with four fossil forests above 
Humboldt supposed a tree of this kind to be 


6,000 years old, yet above these human remains are 
four fossil forests of trees, which gives us 24,000 
years, at least, as the time that these human remains 
must hav lain in the earth. (See Samuel Eadon, M.A., 
M.D, on “ Antiquity of Man.”) Then we hav the 
opinion of Sir John Lubbock, who says: “If one 
account, given by William A. Koch to the Academy 
of Science at St. Louis, be true—but there is no 
reason for disbelieving it so far as I am aware, except 
that it proves the Genesis story to be false—then at 
some remote prehistoric period man had hunted the 
mastodon in the Mississippi valley, for the bones of 
the mastodon, and. the arrowheads used by the 
primitiv hunters, were found mingled together 
at Gasconade county, in Missouri” (Prehistoric 
Times, page 934). This opinion is strengthened by 
that of Sir Charles Lyell, in his “Antiquity of 
Man,” page 204; by Agassiz, in his “Types of 
Mankind,” page 352; and by Carl Vogt, and numer- 
ous other eminent authorities. 

In 1823 a skeleton was found in the loess of the 
Rhine. The eminent French scientist, Cuvier, pro- 
nounced the remains to be human and of vast 
antiquity. : Next in importance to finding the human 
remains is to find the tools or weapons employed by 
man in past ages, or the bones of animals which had 
been of service to man. Of these there hav been 
many discoveries which are of the greatest impor- 
tance. In acave at Wurfort, and another at Engihoul, 
and at various caves in Belgium, were found the 
bones of human beings mixed up with those of the 
bear, the hyena, the dog, and other animals, in 
addition to pottery, which was found imbedded in 
the mud of limestone to a great depth. 

In other caves were found human remains inter- 
mingled with those of extinct animals. According to 
Quatrefages, M. Lartet proves, in his account of the 
remains found in the grotto of Aurignac, “that man . 
lived in the midst of the quaternary fauna, which ‘he 
used as food, including the rhinoceros, and was 
followed by the hyena of this epoch, who finished 
the remains of his meals.” 

Quatrefages further says that in 1858, in the 
valley of Vézéne, near the station of the village of 
Les Eyzies, the engineers discovered the cave of Cro- 
Magnon, which “has given us a type of one of the 
best characterized fossil races." 

That most eminent authority William Taylor 
(Anthropology, chapter i), says: In Assyria, Pales 
tine, Egypt, as in other lands, one may find sharp 
clipped flints, which show that here also tribes in the 
stone age once lived, before the use of metal brought 
in higher civilization. 

Then we hav the discovery of human remains in 
Kent's cavern, which was made known by William 
Pengelly, who claims 300,000 years as the lowest 
estimate for man’s existence in England. When to 
this is added the testimony of so cautious and accu- 
rate an observer as Sir Charles Lyell, who givs the 
sanction of his authority to M. Lartet's discovery in 
1860 of seventeen human skeletons; in addition, the 
bones of cave-deer, cave-hyena, cave-lion, polecat, 
wild-cat, horse, stag, etc. which carry us back 
at least a hundred thousand years. Yet even here we 
find man in a fairly advanced stage of existence, and 
we should be required to add several thousands of 
years to account for this advanced condition. 

Anthropological science is equally strong in its 
proof of the vast antiquity of man. Further, it 
reveals the important fact that man is not of one 
type nor one race, but that there are at least eight 
realms with distinct types of man, and accompanying 
fauna and flora. 

These are as follows: 

1st. The Arctic, with the Esquimaux. . 

2d. The Mongol, with the Chinaman. 

3d. The European, with the Caucasian. 

4th. The American, with the Indian. 

5th. The African, with the Negro. 

6th. The Hottentot, with the Bushman. 

Tth. The East Indian, with the Malay. 

8th. The Australian, with the Papuan. 

Now, if man were less than six thousand years old, 
we should hav. to suppose that all these races, so 
diverse in type and characteristics, hav all developed 
from Adam, or rather, to be more accurate, and sup- 
posing the story of the flood to be true, we hav to 
suppose all these races to hav developed from the 
family of Noah. Is not this a preposterous supposi- 
tion? 

To the Aryan races we are indebted for almost all 
our science and literature; while all the Semitic 
peoples may lay claim to having founded three 
of the most important religions of the world, viz., 
Christianity, Judaism, and Mohammedanism. 

No student of anthropology, however, would think 
of regarding the Semitic races as the lineal descend- 
ants of the Aryan, or vice versa. These races are so 
distinct, their characteristics so marked, that they 
are not to be confused. Having shown that the 
Semitic races are descended from the Negroid type, 
and the Aryan from the Turanian, the late Pro- 
fessor J. W. Jackson, in an article in the Anthropolog- 
ical Review of 1869 (see “Freethinkers’ Text-Book,” 
Part L, page 57, by C. Bradlaugh) dealing with the 
Caucasian race, says: “ What, then, is this Caucasian? 
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And we reply, the highest type to which man has yet 
attained. He presents us with that form of humanity 
in which cerebration and respiration are most power- 
fulin proportion to alimentation and reproduction. 
He is the most effectually developed type of man; 

: the one in whom the functions that are specially 
human are most powerful in proportion to those 
which are also bestial.” 

This, of course, implies an organic structure 
, adapted as an instrument for the efficient discharge 

of these higher duties. 

And, accordingly, we find that his brain is equal in 
volume to that of the Turanian, while it is superior 
in form and finer in quality ; thus conducing, through 
intensity and activity, not only to greater mental 
power, but also to a power of a higher order. His 
thoughts are more logically concatenated, and his 
conceptions are more beautiful and artistic. His 
special superiority to the Turanian is, however, in 
the moral sentiments. He is better developed cor- 
onally, and hence is more amenable to the influence 
of “faith, hope, and charity,” and we may add, ju&- 
tice. Thus, in a sense, it may be said that he unites 
the excellences of the two inferior races without the 
defects of either. He has the breadth of the Turanian 


without his coarseness, and the altitude of the negro. 


without his narrowness, while in temperament he 
immeasurably transcends them both. Of course, 


with such a brain, so powerful in structure, so fine in. 


quality, so complex in its convolutions, and so in- 
tense in its functions, there must be a face to cor- 
respond; that is, with features distinctly marked 
and delicately chiseled, and susceptible, in duly 
cultured individualities, of all the varying shades of 
intellectual expression: 

` But this high caste Caucasian, this man of civilization, is 

organically, lingually, and theologically, divisible into two 

well-marked families, Aryans and Semites, or Indo-Euro- 
peans and Arabians; the former especially located in Europe, 
and the latter in Asia, although the first are the predomi- 
nant population of Persia and India, and the last extend 
throughout all northern Africa. It may thus be said that the 

Caucasian occupies the temperate zone of the world from 

. India to Britain, with the Negroid races to the South and 
the Turanian to the North, the Semites resting on and 
through Moors, Tuaricks, Nubians, and Abyssinians, grad- 
ually shading off the former; while the Aryans rest on and 
through the Blavons, Muscovites, the Cossacks gradually 
shade off into the latter. Thus, whether whether we regard 
their geographical position, their mental constitution, or their 
organic specialties, we shall find that the Semites are allied 
as flower and root to the Negroid type of the South, and the 
Aryans to the Turanian type of the North. 

It is too late in the day to attempt to prove that 
climatic conditions or congenital accidents will 
account for all the varieties of mankind having de- 
scended from one pair. 

No one ever saw a negro or Indian child born of 
white parents, or a white child born of negro or In- 
dian parents. With slight modifications, the Egyp- 
tian mummy displays the same type as the Egyptian 
of the present day ; and for more than four thousand 
years the Chinese type has undergone no very im- 
portant changes. And, if this be true, how can it be 
pretended that all the races of mankind hav devel- 
oped from one pair of individuals less than six thou- 
sand years ago? 

And, while the study of geology demonstrates the 
great age of the earth; paleontology, the vast an- 
tiquity of living forms, and anthropology shows us 
distinct types of man ; comparativ anatomy, or, rather, 
what Haeckel calls ontogeny, reveals to us the his- 
tory of the development by a study of the individual 
in the embryo. ; 

The history of the individual in the embryo is 
really an epitomized history of the race. . 

And if we are to take the data relied upon by al- 
most all scientific evolutionists, we shall be lead irre- 
sistibly to the conclusion that man is an evolution 
from lower forms ; that there was a time in the re- 
mote past when he so nearly resembled the catarrhini 
apes that the name “man” would be ascarcely an ap- 
propriate term by which to describe him ; and that by 
slow and gradual stages he developed from the very 
lowest form up to his present position. 

' And, taking this theory as the only reliable 
hypothesis, we find that we hav not.to answer the 
question of the age of man as man, but are driven 
back and back through a long series of changes from 
man to the ape, from the ape to the amphioxus, from 
the amphioxus to the ascidian, and from the ascidian 
to the moneron ; and with this vast field before us 
we scornfully throw aside the Biblieal six thousand 
years, and cleave to the scientific view that man's 
origin and development are not to be measured by 
thousands of. years, but by vast periods of time 
which the human mind is altogether unable to realize 
or understand. Azraor B. Moss. 


OOOO 
A Difficult Task. 
From the Christian at Work. 

The church must proclaim to the Socialists, “ What 
you need, what you ignorantly seek after, can only 
be found in the light of the gospel.” And they must 
be able to demonstrate that it can be found there. 

‘Just now this is nots very easy task. If the vic- 
tories of to-day are Christian victories, the failures 
are.the failures of a professedly Christian people. 


The oppressions of large corporations with the indif- ' 


ference manifested towards individual right and the 
publie welfare, and the insensate, heartless greed for 
gain are the fruits of eorporate aetion directed by 
professedly Christian men. 
————— 923 —————————— 

A Liberal paper should be perfectly kind and-candid. In 
discussion there _is no place for hatred, no opportunity for 
slander. A personality is always out of place. An angry 
man can neither reason himself nor perceive the reason of 
what another says. 

Above all, and over all, a Liberal paper should teach the 
absolute freedom of the mind, the utter independence of the 
individual, the PERFEOT LIBERTY OF sPEzoH.—RoBzRT Q. 
INGERSOLL. 


the animus of these persecutions, and raise their pro- 
tests against them. 

Had Mr. Walker been some obscure individual, no 
notice would hav been taken of this affair, but with 
his influence against chureh domination in all affairs 
of life he must be suppressed 

Our marriage system ‘is based upon the church- 
idea of women's inferiority—is orthodoxy orysial- 
lized into law—and should be protested against by . 
every Liberal who has brains enough to perceive it, 
the law of mutual contract being amply sufficient. 
What is the importance of the taxation of church 
property when compared with this continued sex 
slavery of women, and its effects upon offspring, 
producing, as.it does, every species of crime, not 
excepting murder? 

To giv an idea of the outrages perpetrated upon 
these two innocent persons, I will quote a part of a 
letter just received from Mrs. Lillian Harman : 

We hay not been allowed to send out or receive letters for 
quite a while. It has been three weeks since I hav seen 
Edwin, and Housh has ordered the other prisoners to pass no 
notes between our cells. But if they think they can make us 
| change our minds by such a course, they are mistaken. It 
simply strengthens our determination to endure to the last. 
Papa suffers more than I do, and I feel so sorry for him. It 
was hard to decide whether it was my duty to go with him 
or stay here, but I decided that thé fine should not be 
paid. I hav chosen my course, and shall not depart from it. 
But my conscience troubles me when I look through the bars 
and see his eyes filling with tears as he talks to me, telling 
-me he cannot sleep for thinking of me. But had 1 gone, it 
would hav been surrender, and I could never hav forgiven 
myself for my cowardice. In last Lucifer papa says that if 
he and Ed could hav known how the people were going to 
act, the union would not hav taken place in this state. “But 
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The ** Lucifer Match.” 


I hav arisen while the stars aré still visible, un- 
able to sleep for thinking of the abominable outrage 
that in the name of justice has been and is being 
perpetrated upon E. C. Walker and Lillian Harman, 
who are still incarcerated in & prison cell and sub- 
jected to severities greater than those usually visited 
upon the most atrocious criminal. And for what? 
Every Liberal should pause and ask this question. Is 
it because they chose to make their own marriage 
contract? The Quakers-do that, and it is recognized 
as legal. Why does the law, which winks at prosti- 
tution, the business of procurers, and all manner of 
outrages upon decency, on every hand seem to be- 
come so incensed, and wreak it dire vengeance upon 
this special couple, victimizing them in the most 
cruel manner? It is for this reason: Mr. Walker has 


been for years engaged in vigorous attacks upon the 


| church, and its outrages upon the people, both by 


voice and pen, and these attacks are, if possible, to 
be stopped. 

The church is wise enough to perceive, if some 
Liberals are not, that in no way can she continue to 
hold her power over the people, except by keeping 
woman in continued bondage, and thus, through.the 
law of heredity, perpetuate a race of slaves. 

It is only through the enslavement of woman in 
marriage that, in this age,a race can be begotten 
that will submit to the fetters. forged by church and 
state. And a contract such as theirs, which guar- 
antees to woman a “right to life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness,” must not be tolerated. Here 
is the contract: 


` E. C. Walker, as one of the contracting parties, made the 
following statement : 

‘This is a time for clear, frank statement. While regard- 
ing ALL public marital ceremonies as essertially and ineradi- 
cably indelicate, a pandering to the morbid, vicious, and 
meddlesome element in human nature, I consider this form the 
least objectionable. 7 . 

“I abdicate in advance all the so-called ‘marital rights’ 
with which this public acknowledgment of our relationship 
may invest me. Lillian is and will continue to be as free to 
repulse any and all advances of mine as she has been hereto- 
fore. In joining with me in this love and labor union, she 
has not alienated a single natural right. She remains sov- 
ereign of herself, as I of myself, and we severally and 
together repudiate all powers legally conferred upon hus- 
bands and wives. 

‘In legal marriage, woman surrenders herself to the law 
and her husband, and becomes & vassal. Here it is different. 
Lillian is now made free. 

“In brief, and in addition: I cheerfully and distinctly 
recognize this. woman’s right to the control of her own per- 
son; her right and duty to retain her own name; her right 
to the possession of all property inherited, earned, or other- 
wise justly gained by her; her equality with me in this co- 
partnership; my responsibility to her as regards the care of 
offspring, if any, and her paramount right to the custody 
thereof should any unfortunate fate dissolve this union. And 
now, friends, a few words especially to you. This wholly 
private compact is here announced, not because I recognize 
that you, or society at large, or the state hav any right to 
inquire into or determin our relations to each other, but 
simply as a guarantee to Lillian of my good faith toward her. 
And to this I pledge my honor.” 

Lillian Harman then responded as follows: 

** T do not care to say much; actions speak more clearly 
than words, often. I enter into this union with Mr. Walker 
of my own free will and choice, and I agree with the views 
of my father and of Mr. Walker, as just expressed. I make 
no promises that it may become impossible or immoral for 
me to fulfil, but retain the right to act, always, as my con- 
science and best judgment shall dictate. Iretain also my 
full maiden name, as I am sure it is my duty to do so. 

** With this understanding I giv to him my hand in token 
of my trust in him and of the fidelity to truth and honor of 
my intentions toward him." 

Then M. Harman said: 

** As the father and natural guardian of Lillian Harman I 
hereby giv my consent to this union. I do not ‘giv away 
the bride, as I wish her always to be the owner of her per- 
80n,.and to be free always to act according to her truest and 
purest impulses, and as her highest judgment may dictate." 

Then followed the usual congratulations. 


Who was injured by this method? Noone. And 
I hesitate not to affirm that, could the principles of 
that contract be actualized in the sex relations of 
men and women, it would take but few generations 
to produce a race of people that would be incapable 
of enslaving or being enslaved. 

T am glad these two heroic souls refuse to pay any 
fines imposed upon them by their persecutors, thus 
refusing to recognize themselvs as criminals. 

In the old Abolition days Foster, when arrested, 
would refuse to aid his captors in their injustice by 
even walking, and they were obliged to carry him. 
(See Parker Pillsbury’s “Acts of the Antislavery 
Apostles.”) I feel anxious all Liberals should realize 


had 1 known it, I would hav been willing to take my part. 


Tam glad that I did, and I would not do otherwise, could I 
recall the past. We send and receive letters when papa 
comes. 

Thus this brave, heroic girl endures for conscience’ 
sake week after week, with no prospect of an end, 
this awful imprisonment. She writes further: “ Our 
case comes before the Supreme Court the 6th of 
January, but the decision will not be given, except by 
mere chance, until February. There is not more 
than one chance in ten that Judge Crozier’s decision 
will be reversed.” 

And these things occur in the state of Kansas, a 
state that at one time we fought so earnestly to save 
from the clutches of a slave oligarchy, at the present 
time in the hands of an equally cruel and oppressiv 
power ; a state that now deserves the contempt of all 
right-minded persons; a state that hunts fugitiv 
wives, and whose citizens pay, as I saw a short time 
since reported in the papers, a reward of fifty dollars 
for the return of a run-away wife to her owner, her 
husband. O Kansas, blush for shame at your 
degradation ! 

Let every lover of liberty keep out of Kansas, 
where freedom of speech and of the press is not re- 
spected, where the right of contract is denied, where 
fugitiv wives are hunted and returned for a ransom 
to their sexual bondage, where prohibition, with its 
war upon individuality and its cultivation of hypoe- 
risy, is the law, and where church power rules tri- 
umphant, which always means persecution and intol- 
erance, if not the rack and gibbet. 


Milwaukee. Junigr H. Szveranor, M.D. 
o 


Progress in Missionary and Revival Work. 


Pious Tourist: ‘‘ Well, John, I suppose you are now a 
ood Christian?” Converted Chinaman: ‘Me one good 
hlistman? Ya-a-s. Me cuss, me lie, me git dlunk, all same 
Melican man; me no work on Sunday. ''F me steal, Chlist 
love me, Chlist pay—oh, you bet me damn good Chlistyan !” 


Sarwa, Onro, December 25th.—Mrs. Robert Johnson, wife 
of a prominent farmer, was adjudged insane to-day. She 
became a raving maniac after attending a pretracted meet- 
ing at Dakin’s Chapel, conducted by Rev. Guilford, the Ad- 
ventist, of Clyde, Ohio. She will be taken to the Dayton 
Asylum. 


ADRIAN, Jan. 12th.—At the Second Baptist church last 
night, during & revival meeting, Mrs. Susan Brown, a colored 
member, was ‘‘ taken with the power,” and, springing to her 
feet, she shouted, ‘‘Glory, hallelujah!” The next instant 
she fell to the floor dead. A scene of great excitement, 
amounting almost to a panic, followed, and several women 
were seriously injured. 

A Boston lady prominently identified with Sunday-school 
work, and who is much interested in bringing our Chinese 
residents within the pale of Christian influence, called the 
other day upon one of her celestial protegés. John wel- 
comed her visit to his laundry with evident pleasure, and 
when the greetings were over the Mongolian, in response to 
her inquiry, gave her to understand that he enjoyed very 
much attending the Sunday-school, information that was ex- 
ceedingly gratifying. Anxious, however, to receive more 
practical demonstration of the influence of the school upon 
him, she asked him if he did not think it did him good. 
“« Yi, yi!" came the convincing response, ** washee fol le 
whole conglegation.” l 

The New York Sun reports: ‘‘ Mr. Moody's recent meet- 
ings in Auburn, N. Y., hav been largely attended, and hav 
been of great profit to many citizens of that town. One of 
them is reported as saying: ‘I will giv $10, and my partner 
will do the same, I know, to keep these meetings up a week 
longer. Mr. Moody draws people to the town who hav 
money to spend. They come into our store with their Au- 
burn friends, see some of our fine goods, and perhaps goods 
they hav not seen at home, and we catch them for anywhere 
from $5 to $100. If they did not come with the intention of 
buying, and hav not funds, we ship the goods. The sale is 
sure, for in every instance we hav received a draft two or 
three days afterward. The trade brought by a circus doesn't 
compare with what we are having now.’” 


Va 
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SPECIAL NOTICE. 


Tuere are about a thousand of our subscribers in 
arrears, their indebtedness aggregating some two or 
three thousand dollars. To each one of these 
debtors, of course, the amount is small, but to us the 
amount is very large, and sadly hinders our work. 
We need this money—need it now—and we respect- 
fully ask that it be remitted. 

It costs a great deal of money to publish a large 
journal, and we hav no extensiv advertising patronage 
to help us out. We depend entirely upon the sub- 
scription list and book sales to obtain cash to pay 
bills, and when so large a sum as two and three 
thousand dollars is kept from us, the financial shoe 
grows painfully tight. l 

Every subscriber can see upon his tab just to what 
date his subscription is paid. "Those whose time has 
expired, are requested to remit at once. 

to ——-———— 
Names Wanted. 

Will the readers of Taz Truru SEEKER send us the 
names of all their friends who are Liberally inclined, 
so that they may receive a sample copy of this paper? 
We desire to largely increase the subscription list, 
and shall be grateful for all aid extended. 

If our present subscribers would mention to their 
Liberal friends that Tae Truru SEEKER is a good pa- 
per to subscribe for, it might be the means of ma- 
terially helping us. 

— ——. 


A Useless Protest. 


This is the objection of John Swintons Paper— 
a journal to which the workingmen are more in- 
debted for their organizations than to any other 
force—to the McGlynn fight: 


** We protest most energetically against the recent attempt 
to drag religious controversy into the arena of labor. 
Nothing could be more disastrous to the great movement 
now in progress for the elevation of the working classes, and 
in which men of every race and creed, as well as men with- 
out creed, are beginning to take part. The work has been 
prosecuted hitherto without trenching upon any man’s con- 
science, and thus only can it be carried to success—clearing 
the way as we'advance, and overcoming the stumbling-blocks 
as they are met. We hav dreaded all along that the enemy 
would precipitate some ecclesiastical obstacle across our 
lines, behind which our forces would fall to fighting each 
other—thus confounding the forward march, and blasting the 
glorious hopes which hav been nursed and guarded with so 
much care. Woe betide the man who serves the enemy’s 
purposes by raising distractions that must prove fatal to the 


T 
unity of organized labor! Better, infinitly better, were it that 


good Father McGlynn had never left his altar than that he 
should be used as the agent for precipitating the obstacle upon 
which our united ranks are to be broken, in the warfare 
against social and industrial wrong." 

Mr. Swinton has rather sharper eyes than are 
usually found in editorial sanctums,.but he does not 
see very far in this business. 

The suspension of Dr. McGlynn is not of itself a 
cause of war. It is only an incident, or the accident 
which may bring on the struggle inevitable between 
the church and labor. Catholicism is a vast repressiv 
force in society. The organization of labor is a vast 
expansiv force. When the two come in contact, some- 
thing must crack. The evolution of society is not 
going to stop because the pope declines to get up 
out of his chair. Bulls against comets, and papal 
decrees against round worlds, never shortened a 
comet’s tail nor put a corner on the earth. 

Let the fight go on! 

a O, 
Réligion in Prisons. 


The.Roman Catholic chaplain of the Connecticut 
state prison has published a report of his doings in 
the prison, and the claims he makes are interesting, 
because, if true, they show that the best raw material 


for Christians is found in prisons, and is composed | 


of that too large class of people who are not, never 
were, and in all human probability never will be 
honest. : 

The chaplain reports that his prison parishioners 
attend mass numerously, that at Christmas and 
Easter Sunday they become possessed of an over- 
whelming desire to partake of the sacrament, “thus 
giving evidence of good will, an earnest perseverance 
in good, and the best proof of a lively practical 
Catholicity.” The grace of God, adds the optimistic 
chaplain, “through the ministrations of his ministers, 
reconciles them to their fate, enables them to exer- 
cise self-control, and renders them docil and submis- 
siv to the rules of the institution. It schools them 
80 effectually:to govern themselvs that when they 
return to the outer world, they, with few exceptions, 
liv as respectable law-abiding citizens.” 

If this priest could only be believed, that portion 
of the public out of jail might take heart, and look 
forward to the time when prisons would be com- 
parativly uninhabited. But facts compel us to say 
that the priest is mistaken. Religion, so far, has 
never been a restraining force of sufficient power to 
deter its professors from committing crime. No pro- 
fession turns out so large a proportion of rascals as 
the ministerial profession. The worst defaulters of 
the times hav been noted for the zeal with which 
they prosecuted their church-work. And the: men 
who liv in state prisons—the common run of them— 
hav had a more or less perfect education in religion. 
The men who are complimented by this chaplain for 
their burning desire to partake of the sacraments, 
hav, most of them, been attendants upon church ser- 
vices before their incarceration. If religion in prison 
is so beneficent, why is it so unavailing out of prison? 
That it is valueless to prevent crime we know from 
the enormously large percentage of prisoners who 
hav had religious training previous to their downfall. 
And most of them are of the persuasion of our cheer- 
ful chaplain. 

That religion renders convicts docil and submissiv 
isa matter of doubt. Remove the force of keepers 
from any one of our large penal institutions, and, 
even though the criminals attend mass regularly, and 
evince the liveliest interest in the sacramental pro- 
ceedings, we think the jail would soon be a pande- 
monium. The most pious of them would not feel 
called to remain and expiate his crime, and if the 
prison were cleared without further felonies it would 
be a marvel. Catholic priests and Protestant min- 
isters, who imagin that their ministrations are 
honestly loved by the rough element to whom they 
preach, do but delude themselvs. Every -prison is 
full of Uriah Heeps, who think to curry favor with the 
authorities, to obtain concessions, and to secure a 
pardon, perhaps, by their outward appearance of 
religious fervor. Chapel, too, is a relief from the 
monotony of a cell, and, while there, it is no hard 
matter to feel religious. ‘They believe thoroughly in 
Christianity—they were taught it when young—and 
nothing would be more natural than for a person do- 
ing enforced penance to feel contrition. 

** When the devil was sick, the devil a monk would be, 

When the devil was well, the devil a monk was he.” 


But the contrite feelings produced by the more or 


less pathetic sermons of the chaplains do not last. It 
is easy for men to be good when they cannot be bad. 
But moral feelings produced by stone walls, armed 
keepers, and an appeal to religious sentiment, are like 
houses built on sand. The first wave of temptation 
washes clear over the sandbar, and sweeps away the 
flimsy structures. Prison reports show that a very 
large proportion of the men and women in state 
prisons are serving their second or third term. The 
Rogue's Gallery is a list of persons who liv in crime, 
notwithstanding the ministrations of the ministers 
they hav been forced to listen to while temporarily 
restrained from plying their trade. No matter how 
zealous they may hav been to feast upon the blood 
and body of Christ, or how frequent their attendance 
upon mass, as soon as they possess physical freedom 
they ignore the promised other world punishments, 
and go back to their evil ways. Hell is too far off to 
be a potent force for practical righteousness. 

It is one of the demands of Liberalism that the 
employment by the state of chaplains for prisons 
shall cease. Aside from the injustice of compelling 
those who do not believe in Christianity to pay for 
teaching it to criminals, there is the strongest pos- 
sible reason for discontinuing the practice—and that 
is its inutility. It does no good. It is absurd to 
deal out to prisoners the same religious platitudes 
that hav proved ‘so lamentably insufficient upon the 
very same persons when out of prison. As well 
might a perverse doctor continue to dose a patient 
with & medicin that has been found by experiment to 
be useless or worse. A change of treatment is abso- 
lutely necessary. And the treatment which will be 
found best for those who are morally sick will be 
education. Most of the state prison inhabitants are 
ignorant. For learned rascals there is little hope of 
reformation. But ignorant criminals, unless inherit- 
ing the predilection for crime, can often be made use- 
ful citizens. From the reformatory in this state, 
where education is made absolutely compulsory, and 
diligence in study (and progress according to the 
capacity of the prisoner) is made a condition of 
release from durance, there are annually paroled and 
discharged scores of men to fill useful positions in 
society who, had they been confined in state prison 
with no instruction but such as Protestant or Cath- 
olic chaplains deal out, would instead become profes- 
sional criminals and a source of trouble and expense 
tothe community. These men are taught practical 
secular knowledge, the three R’s, and the higher 
branches, and those best fitted such trades as teleg- 
raphy, stenography, carpentry, and other specific 
industries. Practical morality is a study diligently 
pursued ; and in this the teachings of Socrates are of 
as high authority as those of Jesus. The mind, 
the body, the moral nature, are simultaneously edu- 
cated. Religion plays a very subordinate part, and 
is taught in the most general way. Sectarianism is 
carefully excluded. The result is a good percentage 
of permanently reformed men. 

In state prisons the opposit system is pursued— 
hard labor, no education, and plenty of sectarian 
Christianity, the Protestant and Catholic teachers 
taking turns at the unfortunate men. Asa conse- 
quence, most of the prisoners go out only to shortly 
return to their cell, to labor, to mass and the sacra- 
ments. A “state prison bird” who has been given 
theology as his only moral food, the fear of hell ‘and 
an angry God as his only incentiv to do right, and yet 
reforms, is the exception and not the rule. And any 
Catholic priest who for his own glory reports to the 
contrary reports what is not so. 

i eo 


Is it Hopeless? 


Under the heading of “Not Peace, but 
the New York Sun says: 


** Of all the delusiv and misleading talk that is now be- 
stowed on the public by various statesmen, we should say 
that this sentence from the inaugural address of Governor 
Green of New Jersey, belongs at the top: ‘There is no nat- 
ural conflict between labor and capital.’ 

“This might be true in such a world as ideal Christian 
reformers would like to see, but it is not true in the world 
we hav. 

“ In the nature of things the conflict between capital and 
labor is perpetual. On one side it may be waged with wis- 
dom and benevolence, or with merciless oppression; and 
on the other side with patience, with resignation, or with 
resentment and violence; but it goes on constantly. The 
conflict between capital and labor is the perennial conflict 
between buyer and seller, and we can see no reason why it 
should not continue until the time comes when the precepta 
of Christ are brought into genuin, unqualified, and universal 
practice, when all men will strive not to see how much they 


a Sword,” 
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can get for themselvs, but how much they can do for their 
neighbors." 

What is the use of talking about the precepts of 
Christ, when the facts recited are staring every- 
body in the face? The world had ideal Christianity 
—hat is, a lot of erackbrained vagabonds, helping 
each other to be miserable—for three centuries, since 
when it has had worldly Christianity for fifteen more 
bloody and dreary centuries. There is no healing 

_ balm in the gospels for the sores of society, and if 
the world must wait for the Christian millennium for 
labor and capital to harmonize, then truly is the con- 
flict perennial. 

But supposing we see what science and humanity 
can do before settling down into incurable pessimists. 
The Gods hav failed; let man try his hand. 

ti — —— —-— — 


The Dilemma of Mr. Walker's Friends. 
So far as the law has been quoted, the judge who 
‘sentenced E. C. Walker and Lillian Harman was 
wrong. His decision that the two persons were 
‘married legally, and that a further contract of the 
same kind by either party would render him or her 
liable to the law against bigamy, makes the punish- 
ment inflicted legal tyranny, for no law was cited 
punishing parties who are really married, but who 
hav neglected some prescribed form. Bonafide mar- 
riage is what the state demands, and that it had in 
the self-performed ceremony by which E. C. Walker 
took Miss Harman for better or for worse. The 
question whether legal marriage is a good or bad 
thing does not enter into this case. Mr. Walker and 
Miss Harman claim to be married; a marriage vow 
was the intention of the ceremony, and the judge de 
cides that they are married. That settles the ques- 
tion so far, and clears the ground for another look 
ahead. i 
The two prisoners are now confined in jail, the one 
because his sentence is unexpired, the other because 
.she will not pay the costs of her trial. Everyone ad- 


- mits that the sentences are unjust for the reasons | 


` given above. They are simply being punished for 
marrying in their own way, when the law does not 
` prescribe such punishment, but does declare such 
contracts legal. The decision of the trial judge was 
asinin. However, Mr. Walker and his wife are in 
jail, ànd what shall they do about it? ; 

The first feeling of every one suffering an injustice 
is to fight. The feeling is natural and commendable. 
People ought to fight injustice much more than they 
do. But there is reason in all things. No man 
could be blamed for joining the Catholic church 
when the screws were on his thumbs. The dungeon 
was too much for the fortitude of even Galileo. Mr. 
Walker and Miss Ha.man hav suffered enough, and 
hav done all that honest and consistent adherence to 
principle requires. Longer self-incarceration might 
be misconstrued into obstinacy. A jail is no place 
for a pure woman and an honest man. There is no 
prineiple demanding the sacrifice. "Nothing is to be 
gained. The supreme court has the case, and its de- 
cision can berendered without their further imprison- 
ment. If people are seeking to reform any law or 
eustom, it can usually be better done out of jail than 
in. There is no dishonor in surrendering to brute 
force—no sacrifice of principle—and there is no com- 
mon sense in biting one’s nose off to spite the face. 
Supposing that in Mr. Reynolds's case the jury con- 
vict, and the court fines him. Is there any sacrifice 
of Liberalism in paying that fine, and getting out of 
the clutches of men who persecute for opinion’s sake? 

Mr. Reynolds can spread Liberalism faster by lectur- 
ing than by contracting rheumatism from damp 
prison walls. The nineteenth century has had its 
martyrs to principle, and may hav others, but there 
is little sense in voluntarily staying in jail to convert 
a lot of fools who havn’t brains enough to appreciate 
the act. 

If the supreme court does not reverse the rulings 
of the lower court, then Mr. Walker's friends should 
appeal to the governor to remit the costs, if that is 
legal. But if no other way opens, the costs should 
be paid. Especially should the imprisoned girl be 
released. Mr. Walker is of mature mind, and can 
better judge whether he is likely to advance his 
cause faster confined at Oskaloosa or free to go 
where he pleases. At any rate, Mrs. Walker's and 
Mr. Walker's friends might assume the responsibility 
of freeing them, as did Mr. B. R. Tucker's friends 

-when he heroically defied his great bugaboo, the- 
state, by refusing to pay taxes. Mrs. Severance calls 
loudly for Liberals tọ do something for the im- 
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prisoned; but what can they do? They cannot tear 
down the Oskaloosa jail. They cannot reverse the 
decision of the court. They cannot force the 
supreme court to free him. Mr. Walker is fighting 
for the right to marry himself. Some Liberals agree 
with him; the majority are quite content to hav the 
ceremony performed by a civil officer in whose forms 
there is no superstition. The only point upon which 
they ean agree is the injustice done the Walkers in 
imprisoning them after the decision that in marrying 
themselvs they kept within their legal rights. 

The most sensible course, then, is to submit to the 
extortion and get out of jail , When free, they can 
renew the warfare for whatever principle is dearest 
to them. But whichever way Mr. Walker decides is 
best for himself, he should insist upon his wife's lib- 
eration. His advice would probably hav weight 


with her. 
————— — 9——— m 


A Liberal paper should be perfectly kind and candid. In 
discussion there is no place for hatred, no opportunity for 
slander. -A personality is always out of place. An angry 
man can neither reason himself nor perceive the reason of 
what another says. 

Above all, and over all, a Liberal paper should teach the 
absolute freedom of the mind, the utter independence of the 
individual, the PERFECT LIBERTY oF 8PEEOH.—RHoOBERT G. 


INGERSOLL. 
—__—_ +2 


The Row in the Catholic Church. 

. The fight over Dr. MeGlynn continues. Another 
priest has taken charge of the parish, and the parish- 
ioners hav resolved not to support in any manner 
their new spiritual director. The labor unions hav 
held a mass meeting and denounced Archbishop 
Corrigan with language lurid and energetic. Henry 
George has printed another number of his paper, 
and uses. over one-eighth of it in considering the 
case. Mr. George now hates.the Romish hierarchy 
as ardently as he loved Catholic voters before elec- 
tion. ; 

The efforts of his friends, however, will not avail 
Dr. McGlynn. We are much mistaken if even the 
most devoted of his parishoners does not weaken in 
his allegiance when the authorities put the ecclesias- 
tical screws upon the lay thumb. A refusal of 
church privileges—confession, absolution, sacraments, 
burial rites—to be followed by excommunication, will 
bring most of the Catholics of St. Stephen’s parish 
to their knees. The new priest, noted as a strict 
disciplinarian, will not hesitate to use this measure if 
necessary to subdue the teapot tempest. Martin 
Luthers are not abundant around Twenty-eighth 
street, and a few months, probably, will see St. 
Stephen’s filled again with superstitious worshipers. 

For the vehement rebuke Mr. Corrigan received 
from the leaders of the labor unions, he will care lit- 
tle. Still less will the pope care for the abuse that 
incidentally falls upon him. The hierarchy has a 
purpose and it is not to be easily turned aside. If 
the Catholic flock cannot be ruled, it is of no prac- 
tical value to the church authorities, and might as 
well be ruined. The Labor leaders wasted their 
breath in trying to save Dr. McGlynn. 

Henry George’s assault is not with new weapons, 
but it would prove a serious blow to the church if the 
Protestants of this city could be induced to believe 
him, and to act upon their belief. Mr. George charges 
that Archbishop Corrigan acted at the instance of Tam- 
many Hall; that for a long series of years the church 
has been in alliance with this corrupt organization, 
and for votes given has received large grants of 
public land at nominal prices, and a lavish appropria- 
tion of public money; that it is highly significant 
that Corrigan never interfered with Dr. McGlynn 
until a new party arose which threatened to defeat 
Tammany; that the vicar-general of this diocese was 
permitted to issue a pronunciamento against the 
workingmen’s candidate, which was distributed at 
the church doors; that priests were permitted to 
speak against the Labor party from their aitars; and 
that the power of the confessional and the threat of 
the refusal of absolution were used against the party 
which opposed the Tammany ring. 

As we said, these are not practices of the Romish 
church now for the first time brought tolight. Henry 
George is but going over a well traveled road—and 
one over which Taz Taur SrkkrR has gone so often 
as to wear a path for itself. We hope, however, that 
because of his well known piety Mr. George will be 
more successful than we hav been in arousing public 
sentiment. But we doubt it. The Methodist official 
organ applauds the declination of Bourbon Romanists 


to attend social gatherings where Henry George is 
invited, and evidently sympathizes with the Romish 
church authorities in their efforts to maintain dis- 
ciplin in the priestly ranks. “Prudence,” says the 
organ, “appears to be a quality which Mr. George 
has yet to acquire,” and “there is one thing Prot- 
estants can learn from Roman Catholics—to be true 
to their religion." Should the other Protestants fot- 
low this lead, Mr. George will find himself between 
the devil and the deep sea, and will hav to take to 
the woods. Protestant hierarchies, as well as Roman 
Catholic, hav authority to maintain. 

There is one person prominently connected with 
this conflict who deserves a crown. Dr. McGlynn is 
a moral hero. We hav seen nothing to indicate that 
he believes less in the Catholic faith than at any pre- 
vious period of his life, but his correspondence with 
Archbishop Corrigan shows him to be possessed of 
an independent ‘spirit. When Dr. McGlynn was 
handed the telegram ordering him to Rome, he said 
simply, *No reply. When, a few days later, the 
archbishop addressed him requesting a reply to the 
message, Dr. McGlynn wrote, refusing to go, and 
added: * My doctrin about the land has been made 
clear in speeches, in reported interviews, and in pub- 
lished articles, and I repeat it here. I hav taught 
and I shall continue to teach, in speeches and writ- 
ings, as long as I liv, that land is rightfully the 
property of the people in common, and that private 
ownership of land is against natural justice, no mat- 
ter by what civil or ecclesiastical laws it may be 
sanctioned, and I would bring about instantly, if I 
could, such change of laws all the world over as 
would confiscate private property in land, without 
one penny of compensation to the miscalled owners.” 
The italicizing is by the archbishop, who makes the 
correspondence public. Again was Dr. McGlynn 
summoned from Rome, and the archbishop invited 
him to come to see him and read the summons. Dr. 
McGlynn’s reply was, “I will not come to see you,” 
and, “I will not go to Rome.” 

Though disagreeing with his political and religious 
opinions, one cannot help admiring the independent 
attitude of the rebellious priest. He has no use for 
the ecclesiastical despot of Madison avenue and no 
fear of the other despot at Rome. Of course Dr. 
McGlynn will suffer ecclesiastical degradation, and 
his career as a priest is probably ended forever, but 
he has preserved his manhood and the independence 
of an American citizen. 

Summed up, this row teaches one lesson that the 
Labor party, and all connected with it, may well 
take to heart: That any movement of the masses 
toward cutting loose from old associations and 
forming new ones with the purpose of leveling 
existing social inequalities, will hav the opposition of 
all Christian churches. A few heretically inclined 
preachers like Newton—who has abandoned about 
everything of Christianity but the salary—may come 
out for the new order, but the churches as a body 
will be against it always and forever, until forced to 
swing around by the flood of public opinion. The 
American churches were the bulwark of Ámerican 
chattel slavery, and they will be the bulwark of 
American industrial slavery until a revolution in pub- 
lie sentiment shall take place. The leaders of any 
new movement must therefore address themselvs to 
the people regardless of churches. Especially is this 
true of Labor. leaders. Almost every Protestant 
minister is the paid attorney of wealth. Every priest 
is an oath-bound soldier in an army sworn to con- 
quer the Western world, and to gain as much of the 
Eastern world as is possible. The churches want 
the earth, and they are not over-particular how they 
get it. There is no bond of union between them and 
poverty. Their charity is doled out with pharisaical 
humility to help their own chances for heaven. Their 
asylums shelter the poor in the same spirit that a 
jailer throws a crust to a prisoner. Individual 
Christians may be humane and good people, but the 
official utterance of every powerful church is on the 
side of tyranny. There is no exception that we know 
of. If those who conceive themselvs wronged are 
going to right themselvs, they must expect to fight 
Christendom, or, at least, that portion of it which is 
Christian. . 

The cause of the wrong that labor has suffered 
from the church lies deeper than any Labor orator or 
writer has yet sounded. , The fault is in the system 
of religion, not in the men who administer it. The 
late Labor candidate for mayor of New York would 
do well to make a note of this, 
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Zetters from friends, 


A. Liberal paper should be perfectly kind and candid. In 
discussion there is no place for hatred, no opportunity for 
slander. A personality is always out of place. An angry 
man can neither reason himself nor perceive the reason of 
what another says. 

Above all, and over all, a Liberal paper should teach the 
absolute freedom of the mind, the utter independence of the 
individual, the PERFEOT LIBERTY OF sPEEOH.—ROBEET Q. 


. INGERSOLL. 


. 


Pa 


Hanover Juxorion, Pa., Jan. 5, 1887. 
Mr. Epiror: I see from the tab on my paper that my 
time is up; and as I cannot do without the dear old paper, I 
must renew again. So here goes for two more years. May 
She ever liv to keep her readers in remembrance of her 
founder. James B. DENTON. 


ABILENE, Kan., Dec. 30, | 1886. 

Mr. Eprron : -Please find inclosed $3 to renew my sub- 
scription to THE TRUTA SEEKER from Feb. 20, 1887, to Feb. 
20, 1888. 

I would rather do without one meal a day than do without 
the grand and welcome TrutH SrEKER. Wishing you all 
the success imaginable in your work for humanity, 

J. BEETEM WISE. 


Dayton, O., Jan. 6, 1887. 
Mr. Evirorn: I am a Liberal, having preached seven 
years, and ceased in 1845, and lectured one year on 
the constitution of man. I went into the war and lost my 
health, and am now a twelve-dollar pensioner. I was ad- 
mitted to the National Soldiers’ Home near Dayton, Ohio, 
and began preaching Liberal views to the inmates, four or 
five thousand in number. That was in the fall of "75; the 
chaplain of the home was then getting eighteen hundred dol- 
lars per year for preaching endless hell and damnation doc- 

trins. SEVEN RECORDS. 


Dvok Lare, Jan. 10, 1887. 
Mr. Epiror: In Tne Trots Seexer of Nov. 20, 1886, is 
an article written by C. D. Wallace entitled, ‘‘ Earthquakes 
and Volcanoes,” in which he refers to the volcano Skaptar 
Jokul. I would like to know where the volcano is. In 
what country isit? I hav looked thoroughly for it, but fail 
to find it. I never heard of the volcano before, and wish he 
would tell us through the columns of your paper where I 
will find it, and oblige an earnest INQUIRER. 
(To. save time and space we may say that Skaptar Jokul is 
a volcanic mountain in Southeast Iceland. It is sometimes 
written Skapta Jókul—jókul being the Icelandic word for 
glacier.—Ep. T. 8.] 


Mr. Vzrnon, Mo., Jan. 10, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed $5.75, to be applied as 
per inclosed list. 

We are cast in a land of sky-pilots. There are five gospel 
mills in our town, and they grind the year round. We get 
along handsomely, however; they let us severely alone; 
havn’t had a spat for a long while. But we still need the 
grand old Tura SEEKER, and expect to take it as long as the 
necessary funds can be had. . 

We hope all your delinquents will pay up (or cease to call 
themselvs Liberals) and make this the most prosperous year 
the ‘king of papers” has ever had. Hurrah for Heston 
and the cartoons! they are just immense. Z. C. DENNEY. 


PrrTSBURGH, Pa., Jan. 12, 287. 

Mr. Eprron: Last Sunday Samuel P. Putnam lectured be- 
fore the Pittsburgh Secular Society on ‘‘The New God.” 
This lecture is one of Brother Putnam’s best, which ought to 
be praise enough, but it is so original, and I may add so rad- 
ical, that I desire to call special attention to it in hopes that 
your readers may call for it frequently. 

At 8 p.m. Mr. Putnam lectured in Wilson’s Hall, in 
Allegheny City, on * True Democracy." This lecture was a 
masterly defense of individual liberty as opposed to monopo- 
listic aggression, and gave general satisfaction. 

Brother Putnam is alive all over, and if he does not set the 
prairies on fire (figurativly) it will not be his fault. 

Yours truly, Harry Hoover. 


Lonemont, CoL., Jan. 15, 1887. 

Mz. Epiror: I hav been reading Colonel Kelso's book, 
‘ Spiritualism Sustained,” and I find it the most complete 
cutting from under of the prevailing orthodox beliefs that it 
has been my privilege to peruse. How the ordinary Chris- 
tian can read this book and remain such is more than I can 
comprehend. It seems to me that anyone whose occiput is 
mounted with an intellect must, after analyzing Mr. Kelso's 
arguments, become a Spiritualist or a sadducee believing in 
neither angel nor spirit—to wit, a Materialist; and in either 
case there is an advantage to. Liberalism. 

I am somewhat surprised to find some of our friends criti- 
cising the colonel because he has not advanced what would 
be proof to them of the truth of Spiritualism, when he ex- 
pressly states that the work was not written for any such 
purpose, but to make the churches accept the logic of their 
own book or reject the book itself; the latter alternativ 
being what no Liberal would object to. The colonel does 
not depend upon the truth orfalsity of the writings he in- 
troduces in evidence for his belief in Spiritualism, but he is 
taking the writings upon which the churches rely to con- 
found them. That he may some day giv to the readers of 
your paper his reasons for becoming a Spiritualist is not im- 


possible, but knowing how long and how persistently he 
held on to his Materialistic belief, he may doubt the expedi- 
ency of so doing ; besides, ashe is pretty certain that Material- 
ists will be on the right side of the practical questions of this 
life, it doesn't so much matter what they believe as to an- 
other so that they are truly Liberal. 

By all means buy and read Colonel Kelso's book; read it 
and lend it to your neighbors, is my advice to the readers of 
your valuable paper. Lors W A18BROOKER. 


MoLovrz, Kan., Jan. 14, 1887. 
Mr. Epiror: Within please find money order to pay for 


the most valuable paper published in America—a paper. 


whose value cannot be computed in dollars and cents. The 
illustrations are all that any of the friends of mental liberty 
hav claimed for them. I hav tried hard for two months to 
raise a club for your paper, but the two names within are all 
that I can send you at present. Hard times, high price of 
paper, and fear of ostracism are the reasons for failure to for- 
ward names. The fear of hell, and the frowns of the pious 
saints who are running the new Jerusalem, the awful dread 
of being called an Infidel, the knowledge that when once 
branded as a Freethinker you will forever be shunned by all 
the heavenly hosts on their happy journey to heaven, is a 
sufficient terror to make the ordinary mortal tremble. 
J. F. Wits. 


CRITTENDEN, ARIZ., Jan. 8, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: When I last sent in my subscription, I de- 
sired the paper should be promptly stopped at expiration of 
subscription. In bidding you adieu for the present, I wish 
to bear testimony to the general excellence the. paper has 
attained the last year. Ialso wish to thank you for the brave 
and noble defense you made for the rights of the Anarchists. 
It does not take much moral courage to stand up for the 
popular; but for the unpopular, there's the rub. It looks as 
though you would not only hav to publish a diagram of ‘an 
idea, but the Declaration of Independence and the: ‘Constitu- 
tion of the United States also, with a commentary on the 
same. Strange those orthodox Liberals can’t see that if free 
speech is broken down a free press will be the next objeet of 
attack; but they are not wholly to blame, as the Associated 
Press dispatches hav deceived them by lying “‘ late, early, 

and often.” F. A. LAMONT. 


Earon, O., Jan. 2, 287. 

Mx. Epıror: Inclosed find $5— $2.50 for a new subscriber. 
Your Letters from Friends column has always been a great 
source of enjoynient to me. They (the letters) cultivate a 
feeling of brotherly love among the scattered forces of the 
Liberal army, a feeling necessary to the success of the many 
objects in view. 

Freethought is a dormant element in this section of the 
state. The church has been so long the molder of opinion 
that it seems almost impossible to break lier shackles. 
However, we hav a few scattered brethren, a number large 
enough to form a nice little union, if we only had a Rems- 
burg or a Putnam to giv us a few lectures and organize us. 
No one here seems to want to take the lead on account of the 
anthemas he would most assuredly receive, but the ice once 
broken the followers would be forthcoming regardless of 
public opinion, or the venom of the sky-pilots. 

F. R. CHBISTMAN. 


Bie Stone City, Dax., Jan. 5, 1887. 

Mr. Epitor: This is my first attempt at addressing you, 
and I presume the last, as I am quite an old man, of sixty- 
three years, and in quite poor health. I inclose $5. I wish 
you tosend me the new year’s ALMANAO, credit $3 on old 
year’s account, and send paper for balance as far as it goes. 

Our country is bankrupt owing to mismanagement of our 
officers supported by our churches. We hav a goodly num- 
ber of Liberals here—some able men, all honorable. We hav 
had no lectures here but by Mr. E. C. Walker. He was well 
received, and kept his new ‘‘ ism” in the background. Iam 
glad he did so, as we are carrying too many improvements at 
present to succeed.. It don't answer to approach the.public 
too harshly on new subjects; still, I feel like giving the dis- 
honest ones ‘‘ hell? at times, but I hav only to look back a 
few years to see myself standing shoulder to shoulder with 
them, fighting the (to me) battles of the Lord, so I hav char- 
ity for them, as I wish them to hav for me. 

Your pictures are wonderful; keep them up. 

R. JowES. 


Mr. Atton, Pa., Jan. 4, 1887. 

Ms. Eprron: Your paper has become an indispensable 
necessity in our household, but No. 50, Dec. 11th, came 
crumpled and torn, and the front page, containing. Rems- 
burg’s glorious, instructiv, and convincing ‘‘ Fathers of Our 
Republic,” was missing. Probably it passed through the 
hands of the same loving Christian mail-agent who opened a 
package of pen-work for us about that time and robbed it of 
two Catholic Lord's Prayers. 

Three years ago a young lady renounced her church (Cath- 
olic) and proclaimed her Infidelity, and great was her perse- 
cution ever after. One pious, good soul said to her, ** Don't, 
for God's sake, reveal the confession, as it will injure the 
holy mother church." Another dear, angelic damsel made it 
her precious duty to inform the young woman that it was 
the duty of her parents to make way with her at once, for 
she is doing great damage to the church revealing their holy 
secrets. Another sweet-tempered creature said, ‘‘ Shure, if 
the church could hav her own way, they would burn that 
heretic to the stake.” Another chimed in her beautiful 
voice, “ Ah, to be shure, she’s a divvel and she ought to hav 
a rope tied around her and dragged through the streets until 
she is dead; then burn her, so the witch cannot liv !? 

-Last June a woman rumseller (selling without license) who 
lived in this vicinity, being very religiously inclined, cher- 


their opinions of the cartoons, I will giv mine. 


ished & pious thought that she would rank higher in the eter- 
nal realm and wear a brighter crown were she to perform 
one great duty her savior revealed to her—if she would re- 
move a great stumbling-block to Christianity, a notorious 
Infidel. To prepare for the glorious cause she imbibed 
freely of the holy spirits (in which she dealt) with prayer and 
praise upon her lips. She was prepared for the sacrifice of 
the Infidel and his family to the Lord. It was a clear, calm 
night when the angel of mercy crept stealthily along until she 
reached the door of the blasphemer, and there she halted for 
prayer. She thought a match and a few combustibles were 
sufficiént to relieve the world of one great drawback. To 
her consternation, she found the Lord in the enemy’s ranks. 
She was detected. Her present headquarters is Canada. 
And, instead of removing the notorious Infidel, the town was 
rid of a notorious den of infamy. Mrs. E. A. FargonirD. 


; Barrram, DAKOTA TER. 
As many of your letters from friends giv 
I think the 
question should not be what we like best ourselvs, but how 
to exert the greatest influence for good on our friends. Many 
of us stand almost alone among our relativs. We know how 
to prize the glorious light of Freethought, reason, and com- 
mon sense, while our friends are still.in the darkness of 
superstition. We know how to sympathize with them, for 
we hav been there ourselvs. Now, it seems to me that sound 


Mr. EDITOR: 


arguments, like those of John Peck, Watts, and others, will 


set more people to thinking than ridicule, which is considered 


by most Christians as a sort of martyrdom. If all Free- 


thinkers would stand up for their principles, and do as Chris- 
tians do, preach the gospel of common sense to every 
creature, priestcraft and superstition would soon be no more. 
I am sure if all young persons could hav a chance to investi- 
gate both sides before they are gobbled up by the church, 
the church would never get them, or, at least, very few. 
Giv.us plenty of good common sense tracts and lectures for 
free distribution, and we will make converts to Liberalism. 
C. STRATTON. 


Denver, Iowa, Jan. 8, 287. 

Mr. Epiror: I should hav sent you a Happy New Year 
before, but ‘‘ better late than never ;” so you will find $5 - 
inclosed (if some post-office pirate does not jay-hawk it) to 
pay my subscription to Taz TRUTH SEEKER for this year and 
next. Should I be under the sod or over the river before the 
time expires, send, the paper along, for somebody else will 
get it. I am in my sixty-fifth year, but can well enjoy 
Brother Heston’s delineations. I am sorry; however, that he 
didn’t hav Noah and his family feeding the animals in the 
ark, or cleaning out the stalls, and throwing the filth out of 
that little window. . 

Isee there is occasionally one, even among your readers, 
who has not yet evoluted out of illiberality, but can still 
apologize for Jeffrey judges and aristocratic domination. 
Before the Rebellion we warned the people of the coming 
storm, but little attention was paid to it, and for the wrong 
to four million blackslaves one million lives were sacrificed. 
What sacrifice shall atone for fifty million white slaves? 
Bear in mind that between liberty and aristocracy there is an 
eternal and irrepressible conflict—an enmity that can only 
be satisfied with the destruction of one or the other. Their 
final grapple will be a death grapple. A billion dollars’ 
worth of church property untaxed ; $346,000,000 greenbacks, 
and a still greater amount of so-called national currency un- 
taxed, thus throwing the burden of taxation upon the labor- 
ing classes, and also compelling them to pay large dividends 
on hundreds of millions of watered stocks, to make the rich 
still richer. With legislativ bodies bought like hogs and 
sheep in the market, with the press a ring, courts in chains, 
judges and juries bribed, what means hav the people to re- 
form and correct wrongs and abuses but by revolution? If 
by peaceable means the great wrongs which are crushing the 
producing classes are to be righted, it must be-done quickly. 
Another ‘‘impending crisis” is at hand—another great 
storm approaches. Tyranny cannot avert it, but will only 
hasten and aggravate it. When the laboring classes can no 
longer endure the burdens so wrongly imposed upon them, 
like the Israelites, they will march through the Red Sea. 

Truly yours, M. FARRINGTON. 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA., Jan. 14, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: I hav just completed a scrap-book and 
named it the ‘‘ Crimes of Preachers.". It is made up from 
clippings taken from the daily papers during the past year. 
I hav the names of seventy-three of God’s chosen leaders 
who hav fallen from grace during the year 1886, and hav one 
for every other day for this year. Out of the seventy-three 
names, the church to which fifty-five of them belonged is 
given. Catholics come first, and number sixteen; Metho- 
dists second, and number fifteen; Baptists third, and number 
eight, and the balance are divided up between the different 
denominations. It is not supposed that I hav collected over 
ten per cent of the crimes published, or that even that num- 
ber of their crimes ever found their way into the papers. 
What class of men can make a better showing than those 
chosen by God? Iam a Liberal, and, what is more, I ama 
Spiritualist; but I hav no more use for a God, hell; devil, 
Christianity, or old orthodoxy than I had when I was an 
Infidel. I am a Spiritualist after years of investigating, and 
during the past four years one of the members of my own 
family has been a medium, and my chances for investigating 
the phenomena hav been unsurpassed; no conditions re- 
quired; no darkened rooms and no money ever received, 
therefore deception is at a discount and fraud impossible. 
My wife and I are the only outspoken Liberals in this place 
that we know of, and it is a city of thirty thousand inhabit- 
ants. We never force our views upon any one, but when 
we are asked for our opinion or our views we always express 


them without fear. A few Sunday evening's ago we were 
asked our opinion by some member of the church in the par- 
lor of the hotel where we areliving. While no one in the 
place has more friends than we had, I am sure they all think 
more of us after hearing us express our views, and this is the 
way we gave it to them: We believed this world would be 
incomplete without Ingersoll, and thought he was a better 
man than Jesus Christ, and a great deal smarter. We loved 
the name of Paine, and had not these men lived we would 
not hav dared to express our opinions as we had just done. 
We did not believe in a God, hell, devil, Jesus, or the Bible. 
' To: say they were surprised would not half express it. 
They all said they had never heard any one express such 
views before. Tur TRUTH SEEKER, with several Spiritual 
papers,is read every week,and they are always mailed or 
passed around among our orthodox friends. Some say they 
are afraid to read them for fear it will cause them to think, 
and that they are afraid to think for fear of losing their faith 
in Jesus. This part of the country is as far behind the 
North, East, and West in Liberal thought as it is in manu- 
facturing and agricultural pursuits. S. M. Brppison. 


: Lyndon, Irr., Jan. 8, 1887. 

. Mr. Epiror: In Professor Denslow's reply to George 
Dyrenforth’s criticism, TRUTH SEEKER, Jan. 1st, he uses this 
language: ‘‘ The value of land is due to the demand of goci- 
ety, and not mainly to any labor done upon it by its owner. 
But so are all values, whether of goods or of labor itself, due 
to the social demand for them, not to the expenditure of 
force or effort in producing them.” f 

In your comments in the same issue you use the following: 
“ Tt is true that the books are the product of Mr. George's 
genius, but it often requires as much genius to buy land 
judiciously as to write a book, and the value of either de- 
pends, as Professor Denslow says, on the demand of society.” 

Is this true? Does the value of either or both depend on 
the demand of society? As far as the land is concerned, this 
is true, I willadmit. And it is true for the same reason that 
the Russian edition of the Nihilistic romance, ‘‘ What's To 
Be Done?" is worth $600, while the translated American 
edition is worth $1 in cloth. With this difference, society 
can get along without the romance, but cannot exist without 
land. The Russian edition of this romance is under ban. 
In other words, limited to that which has already been pub- 
lished, and the demand of society advanced the price to $600, 
because limited. And so the same way with land. Human- 
ity or society being unlimited, land being limited, there is a 
continual increasing demand for land, and thus to the means 
of subsistence. But surely this cannot apply to Mr. George's 
books, because they are being published, as it were, to an 
unlimited extent, or as the demands of society require; and 
the price or value does not depend upon the demands of so- 
ciety, for his books can be bought at just as low a price as 
they ever could, although to-day the demand for them is 
probably & thousandfold greater than when first published. 
I use the word ‘‘price,” as I infer that is what Professor 
Denslow and Tue Trout SEEKER mean in using the word 
* value," as the word ‘‘ value,” when applied to land, or 
books, or commodities, may hav two meanings. 

Professor Denslow further says, ‘‘ Value originates in de- 
mand." Then daily papers must be of great value, as they 
are in great demand. So they are of great value, but not as 
far as price is concerned. I will giv you a definition of 
values, which can be applied either to land, labor, or com- 
modities: The value of a thing depends upon the demand of 
society correlativ with the facts, whether the thing demanded 
can be furnished in limited or unlimited quantities, and the 
labor required to acquire the right to appropriate the thing 
demanded. 

Thus it will follow, Can the thing demanded be furnished 
in unlimited quantities? Labor will be the greatest factor in 
giving it value. Can it be furnished only in limited quanti- 
ties? The demand will be the greater factor in giving it 
value. And so it is—land being limited, the demand for it 
continually increasing with the increase of society and its 
desires, must necessarily depend for its value (under present 
conditions) upon the demand ; whereas, books and other 
commodities usually to be furnished in unlimited quanti- 
ties, must depend for their value, to greatest extent, upon the 
labor value in their production. O. H. BARTHEL. 


* 
f CLEVELAND, O., Jan. 19, 1887. 

Mn. Evrror: Last Sunday evening Mr. Charles Watts, of 
Toronto, Canada, was in our city and gave a lecture on 
“ Morals and Religion” at the People's Theater. The audi- 
ence was a small one consisting of one hundred or one hun- 
dred amd fifty people of both sexes. Why was this? The 
weather was all right, and nothing else of any importance 
was going on in the city. The admission was of no account 
—10, 20, and 30 cents—so that many people could hav been 
there if they only could hav known it. The reason. that 
there was such a poor audience, and the reason that the 
Freethinkerg’ societies of our Forest City don't amount to 
much, I will endeavor, with your kind permission, to'explain 
in your valuable paper. 

But first, about Mr. Watts's lecture : Why wasthere such a 
small audience? Because there had been no advertisment 
about it that would amount to something. I myself did not 
know before last Sunday that Mr. Watts was in the city; 
also, the People’s Theater is, in my opinion, no place at all 
to lecture. It is badly located and dangerous in case of fire ; 
ugly and commonly furnished, and during the week it is 
visited mostly by people of the lower class and dudes and 
dudesses. But, nevertheless, if Mr. Watts.had done more to 
announce his intention to lecture to the people through the 
city papers, I am certain he would hav had & full house. 
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only hav lectures like his a little more often in our city I am 
sure that it would not only be to the benefit of members of 
our Union, but the lecturer too. It is very seldom that we 
hear a Secularist in Cleveland, and we notice with regret that 
Mr. 8. P. Putnam is not coming to our town. The organiza- 
tion of Freethinkers in Cleveland is not the best one. The 
Liberal League has not met for the last five weeks, and so of 
the Becular Union too. Very little you hear from them. 
This is not a good record for a city with two hundred and 
fifty thousand inhabitants, where surely are ten thousand 
Freethinkers who could be organized if the members of the 
League and Union would be a little more activ. 

In opposition to this, look at the religious people of Cleve- 
land and see how hard they are working to increase their 
membership; and they are successful too. A week ago last 
Sunday, for information, I attended one meeting of the 
Methodist church at the New Music Hall, and was surprised 
to see the Sunday-school filled up to the last place. The 
minister, after a long sermon full of nonsense, asked every 
Christian in the audience to rise. The remaining ones he 
called out, and spoke to them about hell and heaven and all 
the good things they would get if they would join his con- 
gregation. He was successful with every one of them ex- 
cept myself, and after leaving the church I gave one of the 
members who accosted me such & piece of my mind about 
himself and his companion that he couldn't say another 
word, but promised he would pray for me. 

Well, nevertheless, it is hard to see how the chuch is 
Successful with lies and nonsense, where we with the truth 
can't do anything because we are too helpless and not organ- 
ized enough. Lecturers like Mr. Ingersoll and Watts or Mr. 
Putnam are what we need, and a little more free distribution 
of our principles and we will be more successful than the 
church. Why should it not be possible, even in Cleveland, 
with its hundreds of churches and not one hall for the Free- 


‘thinkers and Secularists? If our Liberal League would be a 


little more activ, to-day we would hav one of the finest Union 
sections in the country. FRED L. HOFFMAN. 


CoruMBus, O., Jan. 18, 1887. 
Mr. Epiror: We are pleased to inform our Liberal friends 
that our meeting has been a success. We engaged Mr. S. P. 


Putnam to deliver his lecture on ** Universal Mental Liberty,” 
&nd did considerable advertising, and to our surprise had an 
audience of from three hundred to three hundred and fitty, 


&nd, in the opinion of some, four hundred. 


?5 


District Court of Worcester, only last week, owing to the ig- 
norance of the judge and opposing eounsel. 
this distance and viewing the case, it seems as though there 
was an under-current at work in the case of these two grand 
reformers. 
most outspoken and fearless papers of the age, ever helping 
the weak and downtrodden, battling with all the forces at its 
command against bigotry and superstition, the champion of 
woman in her endeavors to gain her just rights, what won- 
der that the hirelings of the church should seek to strike a 
blow at freedom by striving to chain the master minds that 
guided that noble sheet! 


But standing at 


Being co-workers and partners in one of the 


Shame on you, cowards, hypo- 
crits, minions of a yet more despicable master! Tear the 
scales of justice from off your court-houses, and place in 
their stead a jug of whisky and a Bible. Trail your eagle in 
the dust, and let an owl surmount your statue of Liberty. 
Liberty! why, your fathers would blush in their graves to 
hear your definition of the word. Liberty! ah, many a 
century must come and go ere she shall dare to rest in her 
weary flight on your borders. What was their crime, that 
ye thus persecute these two brave, fearless souls? Was the 
love they bore each other too pure? Who gave one of these 
drones, called clergymen, the right to step in and leave the 
damning magnetism of his useless life to shadow the beauty 
and harmony of theirs? ‘‘ Get out of my sunshine,” was the 
reply of & teacher in the centuries agone, and we repeat it 
to-day. I would giv much to know what per cent of the 
officials of Kansas bear pure and unstained lives. What 
nice row of state officers the governor of Kansas could mus. 
ter, Mr. Editor, at his capitol, that had never broken the 
laws of their nativ state! Why, the whole superstructure 
law is founded in hypocrisy and deceit. Iam glad the Free 
thinkers all over our land are awakening to the gross injus 
tice that is being forced upon us by the church and its 
spectable minions. It is time that we claimed a voice in tL 
councils of the land that our fathers hav given to the world 
Paine, Franklin, Washington, Jefferson, and our own Inger 
soll toiled for a free, untrammeled country. Let us watcl 
well that the heritage they gave shall not become a ‘‘ mess 
pottage.” If we hav those among us who need legislatior 
and an iron band to keepthem together, even as we hav these 
who must needs hav a burning hell to keep them within the 
bounds of decency, let them hav it; but we demand ‘‘ that 
souls that hav become a law unto themselvs" shall be let 
alone by their more ignorant neighbors. 

Frep L. HILDRETH. 


Yours for liberty, 
This was gratifying. To see the smiles of the Liberals S 
that happened in late, as their eyes were greeted by a finely 
filled house of pleasant-looking people, was indeed a pleasure. 


The lecture was followed by the poem, pathetic and beauti- 


ful, ** Why Don't He Lend a Hand?" 


After the lecture came a few remarks relativ to the inten- 
tions and designs of the society and the means used, with a 
reading of our Liberal platform, and after that again the 
names were taken of different persons wishing to become 
We 
learned that many did not giv us their names, fearing that 


members, which we take pleasure in sending you. 


the same were to be published in the news columns, but we 
still think that there are numbers enough to please the offi- 
cials of our organization with & feeling that Columbus will 
be a star in a free country yet. i 

A few Trurs SEEKERS distributed along on the seats of the 
hall were grasped up with the eagerness that follows & famin, 
and not only read but smiled over, and many more were 
called for than could be furnished. "The Liberal publications 
offered at the desk in front were surrounded by a crowd of 
both ladies and gentlemen, who purchased a goodly number. 

One pleasant feature, and one that we wish to do all that 
we can to continue, was the large proportion of ladies that 
we were thankful to see out. Not only was the proportion 
large, but their enthusiasm was cheering. Women are wea- 
rying of the lullaby of “ inspiration” without really knowing 
what it is that wearies them. They want to say something 
about their right to cast a ballot, and as many Christians are 
with them, they think it is ‘‘ Christian” to enlighten them and 
do not believe that the scripture says—in the New Testament, 
too—‘‘ Suffer not a woman to teach,” ‘‘ Let her learn in 
silence,” and teaches her humility in other ways, much too 
embarrassing for intelligence. 

A scientific course of lectures was announced to follow the 
lecture of Mr. Putnam, beginning January 28d, on the sub- 
ject of either astronomy or geology. Music is to be added 
to the attraction. 

We take this means of thanking the evening Dispatch for 
its just and favorable notice of the event, as well as the Ohio 
State Journal, and any other paper extending the hand of 
fairness; also to the Liberal Odd Fellows, who were so kind 
as to lay aside their difference of opinion and grant-us their 
elegant hall for the purpose of our lecture for the 16th. 
Gentlemen, take new zeal, and receive our assurance that 
you will find more friends after some advertising than you 
had thought would be in your whole community. 

Very respectfully, R. H. RALSTON. 


WOoroEsTER, Mass., Jan. 12, 1887. 

Mz. Eprron: Livifig away off here in Massachusetts, I 
had labored under the idea that Kansas was a free state, but 
it seems as though I was mistaken, as many a better and 
wiser man has been before. My attention has been called 
very forcibly to the fact by reading the continued persecu- 
tion ard imprisonment on the part of the state authorities of 
our sister state toward Mr. Walker and his noble companion. 
Ah, but, says one, they broke the laws of the state. Well, 
what of that? Show mea man or woman that does not. 
Why, out here in staid, Puritanic old Massachusetts one 
would not liv over eight hours if he obeyed all the laws on 
our Statute books. Many, very many, of our judges do not 


f ' i i Central 
Mr. Watts’s lecture was a very good one, and if we would, even know them. I saw a lawyer win a case in the 


Manonina, O., Jan. 4, 1887. 

To Sr Stoxum: In Tut Truru SEEKER of Dec. 4, 1886, 
I find an article entitled “The Impending Revolution" with 
your name attached. Now, assuming that you are sincere in 
believing that a revolution of labor against capital is near at 
hand, and should be precipitated, will you allow me to ask 
you some questions ? 

1. Except in St. Domingo, has there ever been a successful 
revolution of the laboring classes against capital, even in 
Rome, where the slaves were ten to one, and captivs taken 
in war at that, although therc were revolts? 

2. Then assume that your ‘‘million minute” men could 
and did spring to arms, where are the arms and money? 
Wealth could take wings, you know? Could they steal and 
pillage, say you? How was it at Pittsburgh? While the 
mob destroyed the property of the railroad, the citizens 
looked on; but when the mob undertook to pillage the town, 
everyone bad something to lose, and the citizens armed 
themselvs and beat the mob off. But if we could suppose 
(so absurd a thing) that for a time the mob might triumph, 
and the government was powerless to quell them, could not 
the governments of Europe be induced to send over their 
trained soldiers to restore order? The cause of law ahd 
order is one the world over. 

3. But assume that they could overturn the government, 
what could they do? They might stcal and divide the wealth 
of the country. But without & monopoly of wealth, manu- 
facturing, mining, railroading, and other industrics, cou'd 
not be carried on, and there would be poor inducement for 
such enterprises, if mobs might seize on property at any 
time. That article was so exceedingly foolish, if the writer 
was sincere, that it is utterly unworthy of notice only for 
this: from the formation of the Greenback party up to this 
there hav been the most inflammatory writings and addresses, 
inciting labor against capital. 

Now nothing is easier than to persuade poor men that they 
are wronged by the rich, and these constant appeals to them 
has driven them almost to madness. Even Ingersoll must 
draw a vivid picture of want and wealth without suggesting 
any remedy but voting, when he admits that law can do but 
little for them. Now for twenty years this agitation has bcen 
going on. Only discontent and unhappiness hav been the 
result. And happiness is the thing desired. Is it not, Inger- 
soll? Now, allow me to submit to Denslow, or any man 
with clear, strong, and cultured intellect, whether capital and 
labor must not work together for their mutual benefit; 
whether monopolies or combined wealth must not exist in 
order to manufacture, mine, build railroads, etc., and by this 
giv employment to labor; whether capital does not pay thc 
taxes to support the government and the poor when capital 
does not employ them; whether capita], employing labor, ° 
does not produce wealth; whether wealth is not less depend- 
ant on labor than labor is on wealth to employ it; whether 
there was ever & time in this or any country where labor 
was more employed (in peace), or could purchase more with 
its earnings, than here and now; whether Supply and 
demand must not regulate all productions; whether, if there 
is too great a supply of labor, some must not be idle all or 
part of the time, and the remedy should be in the future 
. 83 supply of the article. J. B. SMITH. 
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Childrens Larner. 


Edited by Miss Busan H. Wixow, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


** Between the dark and the daylight. - 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


A Boy of ye Olden Time. 


I hav heard of a boy who lived long ago— 

For such boys are not found nowadays, yon know— 

Whose friends were as troubled as they could be 
ecause of a hole in his memory. 


A charge from his mother went in one day, 

And the boy said “ Yes,” and hurried away, 

‘But he met a man with a musical top, 

And his mother’s words through that hole did drop. 


A lesson went in, but, ah me! ah me! 

For a boy with a hole in his memory ! 
When he rose to recite he was all in doubt— 
Every word of that lesson had fallen out. 


And at last, at last—oh, terrible lot !— 

He could speak but two words: “I forgot !” 

Would it not be sad indeed to be 

A boy with a hole in his memory? 
— 


The World We Liv In. 


This world is a wonderful planet on which 
we liv. It is much smaller than the sun; the 
circumference, or distance around it, being 
twenty-five thousand miles, and the diameter, 
or distance through it, being eight thousand 
miles. It isa round body, composed of land 
and water, there being three times more 
water than land. 

There are five divisions of land. "Those of 
the Eastern Hemisphere are Europe, Asia, and 
Africa; those of the Western Hemisphere 
are North America and South America. We 
liv in North America. » 

All the people inbabiting the earth are of 
five different races, differing in complexion, 
hair, shape of the head, etc. "These races are 
divided in five classes, called Caucasians, or 
white race; Mongolian, or yellow race; Malay, 
or brown race; Ethiopian or negro, black 
race, and the American or Indian, red race. 

Most of the Caucasians, Mongolians, Malays, 
and Ethiopians livin the Eastern Hemisphere. 
While the Western Hemisphere contains 
mostly Caucasians, there are quite a number 
of negroes that were first brought here as 
Slaves. 'The Americans were the first people 
found here. ? 

North America and South America hav 
been discovered but a few hundred years. 
Christopher Columbus first discovered this 
new world in 1492; since that time it has 
been rapidly growing in wealth and popula- 
‘tion. l 

North America is divided into British Pos- 
sessions and Alaska occupying the northern 
part, United States the central, Lower Cali- 
fornia, Mexico, Central America, and Yuca- 
tan the southern. 

I liv in Wyoming, Chicago county, Minn. 
Wyoming is situated on the St. Paul and Du- 
luth Railroad, thirty miles north of St. Paul, 
the capital of Minnesota. I can:tell a great 
deal more about the world, but, for fear of 
making my article too long, I will close by 
saying my grandpa takes TAE TRUTA SEEKER, 
and to please him I hav written this. Your 
little friend CARRIE A. ABBOTT, 

(Aged 11 years). 
— — — —— 


You Conquer Me, Me Conquer You. 


There was an old Indian fled from a bear; 

He afterward found it asleep in its lair. 

“Yo, ho!” said the Indian. “ How do you do? 
You conquer me, ugh! me conquer you !” 


He raised his tomahawk high in the air, 

And, bringing it down, laid Bruin’s brain bare. 
“Yo, ho!" said the Indian. ** How will that do? 
You conquer me, ugh! me conquer you.” 

The Indian went to the city one night, 

Where he became exceedingly “ light.” 

“Yo, ho!" said the Indian. “This will not do; 
You conquer me, ugh! me conquer you.” 

So to fast set an entering wedge 

He right away signed the temperance pledge. 
“Yo, ho!” said the Indian. “ This will I do~ 
You conquer me; ugh ! me conquer you.” 


Some fellows the Indian’s temper to try, 
A whisky-jug placed where he would pass by. 
e“ Yo, ho!" said the Indian. **Know you me do; 
You conquer me; ugh ! me conquer you.” 
He then raised his tomabawk high in the air, 
And bringing it down on the crockery-ware, 
** Yo, ho!" said the Indian. ‘Guess that will do. 
You conquer me, ugh ! me conquer you.” ' 
JOHN PRESCOTT GUILD. 


— — 9-4» — — — 
Little Lessons for Little Folks. 
We hav just been reading Mrs. Slenker’s 

(Aunt Elmina's) book by the above title, and 

although we had read the matter before in 
other columns, yet we must say it is more 


charming in its new dress than ever. If the 
book could be in the hands óf every child in 
the world, the world would thereby be the 
gainer. Itis just what thé children will all 
be delighted to hav for their own, for its real 
value as well as a memento of its author who 
is . true friend to everybody; and as the 
price is only forty cents it comes within the 
reach of all. It is vried and instructiv, 
touching many useful subjects. Buy it, and 
make the children happy. 
l : Susan H. WixoN. 


Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—OBABADE. 
Two beasts will giv, when rightly joined, 
Silver or gold that is uncoined ; 
One beast, methinks, might well be shown 
As Aaron’s golden calf full-grown ; 
A verbal argument at leat 
That gold produces such a beast ; 
Still, if you dcubt what here is said, 
Remember pigs may be of lead ; 
A horse of metal, too, indeed, 
Is of a most vivacious breed ; 
But with this first we next display 
The second as a beast of prey ; 
If gold once changed into a brute, 
Pray, may not beast then retransmute ? 
And these become, as here we find, 
Silver or gold in mass, uncoined! 
Irwin, La. J. K. P. BAKER. 


Advice as to money matters. 

3.— ANSWER TO MR. BAKER'S ANAGRAMS. 
Poor Eve, the prima donna of her day, 
Or “ lady first," as we should say, 

With Patrick had a sorry time— 

He took the mire path of crime. 

She thought him a pert young '' gintlemin " 
Until he stole her Teraphim— 

Her household god—the monkey cute; 
** T am the rip that took the brute.” 
Said Paddy: ‘‘ May it plaze your grace 
I thought Aim pater to our race, 

And thus a common parti; hem! 

Or Pater patriae (hic), pro tem. 

Oh might J rap them on the knob, 

Who say I harm pet apes, be gob! 


I ape eel this case to the supreme bench, 
That’s a jeu de mot, as they say in French.” 
Pat’s skilful pleading was in vain, 

They sent him off to the home of Cain, 

Or me * Emerald Isle,” the **'dear ould 
so K 

Which then was called the Land of Nod. 

Grand Rapids, Jan. 8th. Esprit Fort. 
ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDBEN'S CORNER, 

. JAN. 15, 1887. 

1.-Barbara, Flora, Della, Dora, Honora, 

Louisa. 2.- 
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C 


> RmRo»u» 


9.-AÀ clock. l 4.-The 
are Palindromes. 


Correspondence. 

HempsteaD, N. Y., Jan. 9, 287. 
Dear Miss WixoN: I am nine years old, 
and a member of the Hempstead Freethought 
Association. I hav recited several poems at 
our meetings. My papa is the president. 
Papa takes THE TRUTH SEEKER the Investi- 
gator and the Freethinker Magazine. I do 
not go to school. Mamma and papa teach 
me at home. I am in the Third Reader, 
study geography, arithmetic, language, and 
shorthand writing. For my Christmas, 
among many other things, I received the 
‘*Story Hour,” and “‘ Little Lessons for Little 
Folks." I hav no brothers or sisters, but I 
bav a pet canary named Willie. I went with 
papa and mamma to White Sulphur Springs 
onvention, and had a real good time. If 
you like this letter, I will write again some- 

time. Wishing you a happy New Year, 
I am your sincere friend, 

Apa E. Demorr. 

LzBo, Kan., Jan. 2, 1887. 
Drar Miss Wixon: This is the first time 
I ever wrote to you. My father has taken 
Tur TRUTH BEEKER for four years. I like to 
read in the Children’s Corner. I was just 
reading a letter from ‘Uncle John,” and it 
was a nice, long letter, and I thought I would 
try and write one. My mamma is sick in 
bed. She and I are here by ourselvs. I will 
ask if “ Uncle John's" son is better. I hope 
he is. I am eleven years old, and I am in 
the Third Reader. [ama stranger here. I 
came here about two weeks ago. I would 
like to see this letter in Tux TRUTH SEEKER. 
I did not go to school to-day. I had to stay 
home and help my sick mother, J hav three 


rst lines of each stanza 


brothers and two sisters. I hav only one 
brother and one sister at homé now. One of 
them is in Wichita, and one in Reading, and 
one sister in Lebo. If you think this is worth 
printing, I may write again. 
Yours for Freethought, 
WALTER PENFIELD. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I cannot resist adding 
a few words to my son’s first attempt at writ- 
ing you a letter, to express my appreciation 
of your work for the cause of Freethought. 
To educate the children in the principles of 
Liberalism is the most noble work of all. 
With best wishes for your success and hap- 
piness, I remain Your friend, 
4 Mary F. PENFIELD. 


[Such kind appreciation as the above stim- 
ulates us to continue in our work. We 
thank our friend for good wishes, and trust 
we may always merit them.—Ep. C. C.] 

ELK Grove, CAL., Jan. 5, 1887. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: My papa takes THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, and 1 like to read the letters 
of the little folks. My papa said if I would 
write you a little letter he would buy me 
your book, the ** Story Hour.” I ama Free- 
thinker’s boy. I am eleven years old and 
study reading, spelling, and arithmetic. As 
this is my first time, I will close. 

Yours truly, Sorron F. COTTRELL. 


Burnett, NEs., Jan. 8, 1887. 

Drar Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write you another letter, seeing you were so 
kind as to hav my other one printed. Iam 
not going to school this winter. I hav a little 
brother named Bennett, after D. M. Bennett. 
We take several papers, including Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER. I read the essay on “The World 
We Liv In,” from Gertie Martin. I think it 
was splendid. I wish I could write one as 
good. She is a smart, clever little girl of her 
‘age. I received a copy of the Liberal, and a 
lecture from J. Hacker. I think the lecture 
was splendid for Liberals. Father said he 
would send and get the ‘‘Story Hour” for 
me. I shall be very much pleased. Well, I 
will close for this time. Hoping you spent a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, I 
remain, Ever your friend, 

EsrELLE WHITNEY. 
CROMWELL, Iowa, Jan. 11, 1887. 

Dear Miss WixoN: pa takes Tur 
TRUTH SEEKER. We all like it and Watson 
Heston's pictures very well. Pa sent twenty- 
four TRUTH SEEKERS to our Christian friends, 
hoping they might be of some benefit to 
them. . 

The American Catholic News has been sent 
to us for some time. Pa is not so prejudiced’ 
as not to read it, but he intends to send them 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER in return. 

Mr. Putnam was here, and made us a visit 
last fall; we went to both lectures, and liked 
them very well, and hope he will call and see 
us on his return. 


‘go to school this winter. 


Mr. Remsburg gave us a good lecture also. 
This is my first trial to write for the Chil- 
dren's Corner, hoping not to be the last, and 
will try to do better the next time, 
Yours respectfully, Minniz M. GEIER, 
(aged 11 years). 


Moopy, Texas, Jan. 9, 1887. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I am yet a boy, but a 
good-sized one. I livin a “Christian com. 
munity” where all summer they get filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and when winter comes 
they giv up their religion for the ball-room. 
Last summer I went to a protracted meeting 


-where the preacher would stand on the plat. 


form and say, ‘* Come to Jesus, he will save 
you right now!" And furthermore they 
would say, **If you want to be saved, come 
and giv me your hand." Likeasif taking 
hold of their hands would save them. They 
would draw picturss in their minds of hell 
and the souls that are there, and preach it to 
the audience, and tell them to come right to 
Jesus and be saved. They say that the gov- 
ernment ought to be founded on the teachings 


of the Bible, and I think it would be a poor ` 


government. Notlong ago I was talking to 
a man and he asked me if I didn't think if 
they obeyed the teachings of the Testamerit 
that they wouldn't do far from right? I told 
him that none of them obeyed the teachings 
of the Testament. Joun M. Simmons. 


Minier, ILL., Jan. 7, 1887. 

Miss Wixon: I thought I would write-a 
letter for the Children’s Corner; this is the 
first time I hav tried. My father has taken 
Tse TRUTH SEEKER for five or six years. 
Father said it was a splendid paper. I read 
the Children's Corner. We hav three churches 
here. We don't belong to any; we used to 
belong to the German church, but father was 
not green enough to belong to church. Mr. 
J. E. Remburg is going to speak here this 
winter. Mr. W. S. Bell spoke here last 
winter; we went four nights; we all thought 
he was a splendid speaker. He told the 
truth. It is no use to learn humbug when we 
are young, and no use when we are old. We 
hav a book with your picture in it. Ido not 
I hav four sisters 
and one brother; two of my sisters go to 
school, and my brother. I hav two sisters 
older than myself. My sister said that her 
teacher told them in school that there were 
six men on the mountain, and, at once, some 
of the men were gone, and they looked for 
them and they could not find them, and so 
they came back in three or four days. They 
had & book, and they said that God 
this book. We hav a Bible—it is a German 
Bible. Icannot read German, but, I think, 
if I could I would not read in it any way, 
because it is not fit to read. Two of my 
sisters learned the humbug; it did not do 
them any good. They do not believe in it. 
I will close for this time. Yours truly, 

Minnie lme. 
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Robt. G. Ingersoll’s 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 
in the suit of the 


Baukers and Merchants? 
graph Company 


against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company. 


—0— " 

So many hay asked for copies of this famous 
speech that THE TRUTH SiIsEkER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


SPIRITUALISM 
. Sustained 


By the Bible 


BY COL. JOHN R. KELSO. 
CONTENTS: 


SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE BIBLE. 


SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE OHRIS- 
TIAN CHURCH. 

SPIRITUALISM A NECESSITY IN GOD'8 GEN- 
ERAL GOVERNMENT. 

SPIRITUAL MEDIUMSHIP. 

OBJECTIONS TO SPIRITUALISM ANSWERED. 


Like all Tae TnuTER Seeker's publications, the 
‘mechanical execution of the work is all that could 
be desired. Good paper, clear type—in short, a 
neat little volume. : 

The primary object of the work, as its title indi- 
cates, is to sustain Spiritualism, but the absurdi- 
ties of the Christian religion, and the abomina- 

. tions of the old Jew book, get a terrible shaking 
up. The book contains much to interest every 
intelligent reader. . . Colonel Kelso has done 
much acceptable work in the cause of Freethought 
and Liberalism all over the land. Send for his 
new book-—read it—put it into the hands of every 
Christian ; it will teach him that the way of the 
fool is foolishness. Every Liberal who reads it 
will certainly find his “Spiritual” strength re- 
newed.—John Peck. 

Bound in cloth, 245 pp., price $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
tf 83 Clinton Place, New York. 


Tele- 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
BY W. 8. BELL. 


“Iam very much pleased with it, and I wish the 
seventy thousand ministers of this country were 
obliged to purchase the pamphlet and read every 
word of it." 


Price 15 cents. For sale at this office. 


, 8,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 


Reported for the “ Truth Seeke 
I. N. BAXER, 


and Printed by Permission of 
the Author, 


PRICE, 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER 
DEATH IMPROBABLE. 
By L. R. SMITH. 
Pamphlet, 32pp., 12mo, - Price, 10 cents. 


Published and for sale by , 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


85 Cents Each. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


REPLY 
TO REV. L. A, LAMBERTS 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.’ 
By B. W. Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priest s 
Historical misstatements. 
Price. Cloth. 313: Paper. 50 Cents. 


THE 


SHAKER EYE ana EAR BALSAM 


SIXTY-FIVE YEARS’ INVARIABLE SUCCESS. 

Best known remedy for all afflictions of these 
organs. WE EYES. WEAK EARS, DEaF 
NESS, and CATARRHAL AFFECTIONS immedi- 
ately reached. FAILING SIGHT prevented. 
ROARING or DRUMMING OF EARS will cease. 
One box tells the whole story. . 

Price, by mail, 30 cents. 
G. A. LOMAS, Shakers, N. Y. 
Use Shakers’ Spiritene for the Piles. 
1052 


WHAT’S TO BE DONE? 


A NIHILISTIC ROMANCE. 


By N. G. TCHERNYCHEWSKY. With a portrait 
of the Author. Translated by Beng. 
UCKER. 


Written in Prison. Suppressed by the Czar. The 
Anthor Over Twenty Years an Exile in Sibe- 
ria., Russian Edition worth $600 a Copy. 

First American Edition Exhauste 
in Four Days. Second now 
Ready, An Elegant 
olume of 330 
Pages. 
PRESS COMMENTS : 
To call the book the “Uncle Tom's Cabin” of 
Nihilism is scarcely extravagance.—Boston Adver. 


tser. 

It is perhaps the book which has most power- 
fully influenced the youth of Russia in their 
growth into Nihilism, and it is remarkable and 
noteworthy as & work which has played so impor- 
tant a part in the political and social history of 
the century.—Boston Courter. 

Asarevelation of folk life it is invaluable; we 
hav no other Russian pictures that compare with 
it.—Provtdence Star. Hu 

The characters are so strongly and vividly drawn 
that the interest in their fate becomes intense a8 
the thread of the narrativ is slowly unwound.— 
Boston Saturday Evening Gazette. TUAE 

When we come to consider the publication of 
such books as Flauberts ‘‘Salammbo ” and Teher- 
nychewsky’s “What’s To Be Done?” we cannot 
avoid the conclusion that something must hav 
happened. to the society for the suppression of 
indecent literature.—St. Louis Republican, | 
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6 CENTS. 


REDUCED TO $1.0» 


THE STORY HOUR. 
A Book for Children and Youth. 


BY MISS SUSAN H. WIXON. 


Over a hundred fine illustrations. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


THE DAWNING. 


A NOVEL. 


“ Oh, heaven! Apollo is once more amon 
herdsmen of Admetus, and the herdsmen 


not it is the Sun-god !” 


An octavo volume of nearly 400 pages, bound in 


Price, $1 50. . 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Co 


cloth. 


33 Clinton Place, New York. 


the 
now 


OTTO WETTSTEIN'S 
PROGRAM FOR THE HOLIDAYS! 


IMMENSE STOCK OF 


Fine Gold and Silver Watches, Diamond Jewelry, 
Gold and Plated Chains, Bracelets, Necklaces, 
Lockets, Pins, Drops, Studs, Sleeve Buttons: 
Plain, Chased, and Set Rings (a specialty); Gold 
and Silver Headed Canes; Gold Pens, Pencils, aud 
Toothpicks; Gold and Silver Thimbles, Silver and 
Plated Ware, Cutlery, Razors, Revolvers, Opera 
Glasses, Gold Spectacles, Eye Glasses, Àlbums, 
Harmonicas, Plush Comb and Manicure Sets, etc. 

these goods will be sent subject to approval 
and return if not entirely satisfactory and cash 
refunded, and as a special inducement I shall de- 
duet 20 per cent from lowest bottom prices else- 


For a Christmas 
gift, nothing is nicer 
than one of my beau- 

« tiful badges, enam- 
eled on solid gold in 
four colors. 

Prices, size of cut, 


$3, $3.50, $4, With 
genuin diamond, $6 
to $10. 


Just out: Exactl 
like above, but smal- 
ler, $2._ A little gem. 


» 2 Also, Watch Charms 
: of larger model, $5 
to $15, ‘ 
i Nothing nicer for 
a Holiday Gift than one of these beautiful em- 
blems of Freethought and Progress. 


OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill, 
ELEMENTS 


TNIVERSAL HISTORY 


FOR 
HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS AND 
. FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 


By) Prof m M.Cottinger, A.M. 


This book is just what the baay world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2.000 
years B.C., on up to 1883, all in a nutshell.—&Etnina 
Stenker. - 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place; in the family it would be nc 
less important, a8 conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Winton. 

Mr. Cottinger’s intentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable; it mas 
be commended as fulfilling its purpose of a cou. 
cise and interesting historical text-book,—Mitwau 


kee Sentinel, 
PRICE. CLOTH, $1.50. 
For Schools in Quantities, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE CONFESSIONAL: 
ROMISH AND ANGLICAN. 
An Haposé. 


By SALADIN. Price, 30 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


BLASPHEMY 


—AND— 


THE BIBLE. 


BY C. B. REYNOLDS. 
Showing that the Bible and the believers in 


J. E. Remsburg's Works. 


False Claims Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. 
Missionary Document it isunexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remaburg are: 
e Church and Morality ; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization ; the 
urch and Learning; 
the Church and the 
the Woman's Rights 

e 


Church and 8cience; the Ch 
the Chnrch and Liberty: 

tislavery Reform; 
Movement; : 
Church and the Republic. 


Bible Morals. 


Deception; Cheating: 


tolerance and Persecution; 


Unkindness to Children; 


and Vagrancy: 


Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational! point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
e Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sunda: Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
estimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
&bb ath during the Middle Ages: The Puritan 
abbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
cholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 


batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath: 


bath; 


Laws Price, 25 cents: Aix contes. $1.00. 


Thomas Paine 
ligiona and Political Liberty. 
Io 


jt. Chowe extracts from * 


tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted 
neg 
steel portrait of Paine. 
cloth, 75 cents. 


Image Breaker. 


Paine and 


Asa 


the Temperance Reform; 


Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture: Falsehood and 
i ing: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution;. Murder; Wars of 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
puse to Woman; 

,Sruelty to Animals; 

Humaii Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft: 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
4 orance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25:cents : 6 copies, $1. 


The Apostle of Re- 


] 4 . Tells the stor 
the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates h's name from the aspersions cast upon 
r tr Common Sense," 
“ American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason " are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Enrope and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
aper» 
und, and containing a handsome 
Price, paper, 50 cents: 


Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 

Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Eath 
Scents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cte. 


are the real blasphemers, and-not the Secu 


larists. 
This is the pamphlet for the distribution’ 
which Mr. Reynolds is now indicted, and to be 


TRIED FOR BLASPHEMY 


February ist. 
Price, 10 Cents: 6 for 50 cents; 13 for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


S. P. Putnam’, Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 


Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. : Price, 20 cta. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth. $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
** À prose ape of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day."—Jo^n 
Stinton'’a Paper. 

Golden Throne, a Romance. “The 
anthor certainly has genius. The divine creg- 
tiv spark is within him. Thebookie filled with 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcript of a manly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "—INGERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesns. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer. wherein it is 
shown there is much in harmony ‘between 
them. Priée, 10 cts. 

Promethetis A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured ferth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty."—Dr. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 

Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of. 
Earth, Heaven. and Hell. Price 25 cents. 

Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 
other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 

Adami and Heva. A Poetic version. 
version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 


Eden, in which its superiority to the mnti'ated 
copy—the Genesis legend—is shown Price 10 


centa. 
For all of the above address 
' THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; J. M. Pryse and J. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address | M. Burgler, Printers, This paper ix devoted spe- 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- | cially to the interesta of our colonization enter- 
thinkers’ Convention, January 2% 1884, Price, | prise, the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and pererel 
10 cents. 3 fo the practical solution of the problem of Integra. 

THE TR SEEKER CO. Oo-operation. ce, $1 & year; 50 cents for six 
3 ton Pisce, Now months; % cents for mon: 
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Poetry. 


A New National Anthem. 


Tune :- ‘God Save the Queen.” 


Long may the people liv, 

May long years to them giv 
Plenty and peace. 

Let no crowned knave or fool 

Make man an abject tool, 

But from their odious rule 
All get release. 


True men, awake, arise ! 
Scatter the enemies 

Of liberty. 
Confound their politics, 
Frustrate their knavish tricks; 
On you our hopes. we fix. 

Let all be free, 


Let peace on earth prevail, 
Ne'er let the nations fail 
In harmony. 
Crush aristocracy, 
Strengthen democracy; 
Then o’er the earth will be 
Blest unity. 
e 


* David? and * Goliath.” 


Where, oh, where is the ‘‘ Reverend” A. 
C. Wheeler? Who knows anything about 
him as a knight-errant and champion of the 
** Word," but more especially as a would-be 
gospel compeller and overthrower of Colonel 
Ingersoll? Be it known that ‘‘ Reverend” 
belongs not to him by right of ordination, 
but is bestowed upon him free-gratis and for 
nothing by the writer on account of his 
buckling on the armor of superstition, and 
setting out some time ago in quest of the 
scalp of the great Liberal leader of the world, 
Col. Rohert G. Ingersoll! 

Be it known to all the readers of Tur 
TaurH SkEKER—if they didn't know it before 
—that the ‘‘Reverend” A. C. Wheeler, 

` known to a portion of the World's readers 
(those who care to read critiques (?) on the 
plays of the period) as ‘‘ Nym Crinkle,” some- 
time last winter renounced the flesh and the 
devil of the stage forthe nonce, shook the 
dust of the World office and Gotham from his 
feet, and set out on the intellectual warpath 
in pursuit of the scalp of Colonel Ingersoll, 
the acquisition of which he felt would bea 
great boom for God, the Bible, and 'Chris- 
tianity, all three of which need booming, in- 
deed, in view of the legions that hav re- 
nounced their allegiance thereunto, and 
whose numbers are constantly swelling with 
seceders from the ranks of those who “ go it 
blind” on the supernatural, and are bound by 
blind faith and superstition to the juggernaut 
of the most baleful and lurid religion ever 
invented by man for the subjugation of man! 

The World called the colonel ‘‘ Goliath” 
and the ‘‘ reverend” ** David,” and professed 
to believe that the latter would bring down 
the former with his little sling. The meta- 
phor was good, but the belief was away off, 
so to put it. Compared with the ‘‘ reverend,” 
the colonel is indeed a ** Goliath,” physically 
and mentally; and to believe that the modern 
“David,” with his little intellectual sling, 
could cast an intellectual stone that would 
knock out the modern ‘‘ Goliath " intellectu- 
ally, is to believe something not believed out- 
side of the World office, if we except the out- 
side followers of the *' reverend,” if he has 
any. : 

And what moved the '* Reverend " Wheeler 
to fly off at a tangent, as it were? Why did 
he leave the flesh-pots of the stage to mount 
the rostrum as a defender of God, the Bible, 
‘and Christianity—to put it more accurately, 
to antagonize Colonel Ingersoll? Shekels, of 
course. What moves all the priests to rant 
and rave, to croon and croak, to whine and 
beg, to denounce and threaten on the first day 
of every week, which, strangely enough, 
they call the seventh'and holy, and which all 
of them break! holy as they declare it to be? 
Why, shekels, to be sure. It is the easiest 
way going of rounding up shekels into the 
thousands; hence never a dearth of pulpit- 
pounders. And shekels moved the ‘ Rev- 
.erend" Wheeler to fresco his face with the 
war-paint of orthodoxy, and go in quest of 
the.scalp of the heterodox Colonel Ingersoll. 
Vain quest, vainglorious ‘‘ David," even be- 

«fore you started to open the campaign! 

As everybody knows, Colonel Ingersoll is 
the best advertised man in the States, if not 
Christendom, not excepting Barnum of 

` “great moral show” notoriety. He can 
draw bigger houses at fifty cents admission 
` than any other man living. Remember it 
costs nothing, or next to nothing, to hear 
Beecher or Talmage, and, besides, the latter 
draws on account of his buffooneries and 
bizarre vaporings. 1 

The ‘‘ Reverend” Wheeler knew this as 

well as others, and it occurred to him that he 


might profit himself in shekels from the fame 
acquired by the colonel, by making the latter 
a foil against which he might show to advan- 
tage, and his first move was to write a 
critique (?) of a lecture given by the colonel. 
There was nothing more in this * critique” 
than any true believer of a monstrously false 
religious scheme will tel] you ; but, of course, 
it brought bushels of letters to the Werld of- 
fice from ‘‘true believers," some of which 
declared he was the ** coming man” for the 
faithful to rally around, if not the ** David” 
who had already come to knock out the Go- 
liath of Infidelity on the spot. 

That settled it with the ‘‘ Reverend” 
Wheeler. He would go lecturing. He had 
the gift of pen, and could write up a lecture. 
He had the gift of gab toa certain extent, 
great enough, he thought, being on the 
“ right side,” or the side of Christian religion 
—which, by the way, as it presents itself to 
us in these days, was never the religion of 
Christ, and therefore a misnomer in name—to 
overcome the splendid eloquence of Inger- 
Soll, and uphold a false against a true belief. 

If we thought the ‘‘ Reverend" Wheeler 
sincere in his wish to down Ingersoll and 
boom the Bible, we should say he had taken 
a contract which he never could carry out; 
but as we believe his motiv to hav been 
shekels, there is nothing to say abouta ‘‘ con- 
tract," there being none. He set out on the 
warpath for shekels, Ingersoll to be his profit, 
if he had any, though ostensibly he went 
forth to conquer the doughty colonel. He 
undoubtedly reasoned. thus, or about thus: 
** Three or four hundred dollars a week, if I 
can make as much from a lecture at my 
tongue's end, will knock the spots out of forty 
or fifty a week; and I’m going to venture it ; 
nothing venture, nothing hav ;" and he start- 
ed out with his lecture for the provinces—he 
was too slirewd to make his debut in New 
York, which had witnessed a sorry failure of 
his in the dramatic line—said lecture being 
called, ‘‘ The Mistakes of Ingersoll." 

The title was a happy thought, with Inger- 
soll’s ** Mistakes of Moses" as a foil; but it 
proved, after all, to bea mistake of Wheeler’s, 
as was his dramatic venture. It was thought 
he would draw fairly well, there being enough 
of the truly blue superstitionists in every 
place of any importance who, having looked 
in vain to their priests and parsons to floor 
Ingersoll, would go to hear and see, once at 
least, the one daring enough to pit himself 
against the eloquent colonel who has dealt 
the Christian religion such staggering blows, 
malgre the priests and parsons ‘‘holding the 
fort." Yes, they would. go once—many 
would—but when they found the champion 
of Infidelity was not unhorsed by the pale 
and puny knight of orthodoxy, they would 
fall back upon the regularly ordained gospel 
shouters, praying for a champion to come to 
the aid of their assailed religion, and hoping 
for the best, contenting themselvs with the 
belief, if the champion came not to the front, 
that it was the Lord’s will he came not. 

Well, the ** Rev." Wheeler struck out for 
fame and shekels, leaving the devil behind 
him in Gotham as busy as ever he was. We 
heard of him appearing in one obscure town 
in Rhode Island to a well “t papered " house, 
but never heard from him again as a Bible- 
boomer and Ingersoll-slayer. Hither the ‘‘fol- 
lowers of the Lamb” were off their feed, or 
they thought the pale and puny knight of 
Gotham wasn’t the sort of champion for the 
waging of the battle that would put Ingersoll 
hors de combat, and so not the knight for their 
shekels, which they kept in their pockets. ` 

Now, who knows anything about the “ Rev- 
erend" Wheeler? Is he about, is he around, 
Bible-booming and Ingersoll-squelching ?: We 
know '' Nym Crinkle " is here again with the 
fleshpots of the Gotham stage, but where, oh, 
where is the ‘‘Reverend” Wheeler? We 
know that “Nym Crinkle” left Gotham to 
bloom as. the ‘‘ Reverend? Wheeler, and we 
know that the ‘‘ Reverend ” Wheeler left the 
provinces under cover of darkness and ap- 
peared in Gotham in his old role of ** Nym 
Crinkle;? and we know that the Goliath of 
light and reason lost not a hair to the David 
of darkness and superstition; and the latter 
“ know,” while comforting, would be greatly 
more so had the Quixotic knight who set out 
to annihilate the colonel been a foeman any- 
way worthy of his steel. This onslaught of 
the modern David against the modern Goliath 
might be likened to that of a bat against an 


eagle! The bat would hav better sense, 


though, than the David had. 

To this particular David, who slunk back 
to Gotham with his little useless sling, and to 
all other would-be Davids, I would say: Lay 
not the flattering unction to your little souls 
that you can unhorse the Champion of Light 


and Reason; or that you can be any more | 


successful in the attempt to stay the con- 
stantly rising tide of Infidelity than was the 
old dame who tried to stay the tides of the 
ocean with a broom! When the gyves of 
Christianity are stricken from the world, then 
will the world advance as it never yet has ad- 
vanced. : S1 SLOKUM. 
te ————— 
Obituary. 

Massena Paine Thurston, of Burr Oak, 
Mich., died Friday, Jan. 7, 1887. He was con- 
scious to the last; and with his latest breath 
spoke in an audible tone to one of his sons 
watching by him. He met dissolution calm- 
ly, without fear, and without a change of the 
secular views that were his during the latter 
years of his life. Thus closed a somewhat 
long and remarkable career. Born at Paines- 
ville, Ohio, March 81, 1812, he emigrated 
with his parent to Detroit, Mich., when three 
years of age; remained there fourteen years, 
then removed to Mongoquinong prairie (now 
Lima, Ind.), and soon afterward locating in 
Colon township, St. Joseph county, Mich., in 
1834, where he has ever since resided. 

Among the tillers of the soil, the sowers 
and reapers, he was ever foremost in discard- 
ing the old, slow, and tiresome methods, and 
adopting the new, better, faster, and easier 
ways. His progressiv spirit was clearly | 
evinced by the fact that he was ever seeking 
to obtain the better grades of stock kept on 
the farm, the latest and best farming tools 
and implements, and also of household uten- 
sils and machines. 

A few words in regard to his views of death 
and a hereafter may not be out of place. To 
him death meant simply the ceasing to liv; 
that the physical system when worn out or 
broken can no longer continue the process of 
life, and that to die was & natural process, to 
fall asleep again in the arms of nature, from 
which he sprung. He banished all of that 
gloom of the past, with which church, creed, 
and dogma hav surrounded death, and threw 
sunshine around the end of life. To him the 
most probable view that could be taken of 
human existence was that it terminated with 
death; that when the organization which 
produces mind ceases to hav life, the mind no 
longer has any existence; and that the only 
immortality humanity can attain to is the 
continuation of the race by succeeding gen- 
erations, which may progress and become 
more perfect and developed by the experi- 
ences and struggles of the generations that 
hav passed before. This, in few words, was 
his belief. 

The last work of his life was a literary one, 
it being a series of quotations from, and com- 
ments on, the Bible and the claim that is 
made for it. His lamp of life expired, how- 
ever, before the work was in print, but he 
had the satisfaction of knowing it was in the 
publisher’s hands, and that others will circu- 
late it for him. 

A few years ago he prepared a brief sketch 
of his life, his journeyings and progress in 
the realm of thought and investigation, and 
the conclusions he had reached in regard to 
religious beliefs and a life beyond, and re- 
quested that it be read at his funeral when 
that time should come. The funeral was 
held at his late residence, D. R. Hazen, of the 
Sherwood College, reading the piece, to a 
large and attentiv audience, which the de- 
ceased had so carefully prepared, supple- 
menting it with a few grand thoughts and 
remarks of his own. 

Whether on that Friday morning after 
death he saw a more glorious sunrise, with 
unimaginable splendor above a celestial hori- 
zon, or whether his apathetic and uncon- 
scious body still sleeps in cold obstruction 
and insensible oblivion, we do not know. 
But if no other immortality awaits him he 
will hav one' in the hearts and affections of 
his children and. his children’s children for 
many generations to come. 

The six sons, who bore their mother to her 
long rest nearly two years ago, carried their 
father to his grave. 8. K. T. 


Mr. Thurston was & subscriber and patron 
of Tak Teura BEEKER from almost its first 
appearance, and one of the most ardent ad- 
mirers that D. M. Bennett ever had. Very 
naturally he became one of the pioneers in 
the Freethought movement in his section of 
country. He has been quite a liberal- pur- 
chaser of books from this office, at different 
times obtaining large quantities of tracts, and 
distributing them among friends. 

_ The noble life and serene death of this man 
furnish a fresh refutation of the pious false- 
hood that the Freethinker livs without hope 
and dies in fear. Judging the Freethought. 
philosophy by the lives and deaths of its, 


.| the most practical, everyday questions. 


votaries, it answers the requirements of all 

occasions. The world puts on a glory 

For him who, with a fervent heart, goes forth 

Under the bright and gloiious sky, and looks 

On duties well performed, and days well spent. 

For him the wind, ay, and the yellow leaves 

Shall hav a voice; and giv him eloqyent teachings. 

He shall so hear the solemn hymn that Death 

Has lifted up for all, that he shall go 

To his long resting-place without a tear. 
e 


Book Notice. 


A Lay Sermon. By Robert G. Ingersoll. 
Delivered before the Tenth Annual Con- 
gress of the American Secular Union at 
Chickering Hall, Nov. 14, 1886. Reported 
for Tae Trura SEEKER by I. N. Baker, and 
printed by permission of the author. The 
only correct editton. New York: .The 
Truth Seeker Company, 28 Lafayette Place. 
Robert G. Ingersoll never opens his mouth 

without saying something, but he never said 

so much to the point—so much real, practical 
good sense—in the same length of time, as he 
has in this pamphlet. The pamphlet itself 
seems but & condensation, a synopsis, as it 
were, of the great thinker’s best thoughts on 

It 

reads like a beautiful poem, melted and 

stirred up and all poured out together in one 
unbroken stream of oratory. 

There is really only one place to begin to 
quote from this ‘‘ Lay Sermon,” and that is 
with the first word, and only one place to 
leave off, and that is with the last word. As 
it costs only 5 cents, the reader is advised to 
read it all.— New Thought. 


A 
NEW ENGLAND 


Freethinkers Con 
vention 


PAINE MEMORIAL, BOSTON, 
January 29th and 30th, 1887, 


To which all Liberals are Cordially 
Invited. 


Good Speakers, Good Mu- 
sic, and a Good Time 
will be had. 


SOOM E! .e 
Infidel Death Beds. 


By G. W. FOOTE. 
Price, - - - - 85 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


DID JESUS CHRIST RISE FROM 
THE DEAD? 


The Hvidences for the Resurrection ‘Tried 
and Found Wanting. 


By Saladin. 


PRICE, - 2% CENTS. 
| Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE AGNOSTIC ANNUAL, 


1887. ; 
Edited by CHARLES ALBERT WATTS. 


CONTENTS: 

The Modesty of Agnosticism, by E. Lynn Lin- 
ton.—Morality and Theology, by Charles Watts.— 
Agnosticism in the Churches, by R. Bithell, B.So., 
Ph.D.—Religious Poetry, by Robert: Aitken.— 
The Vocabulary of Agnosticism, by Albert Sim- 
mons (Ignotus).—Man the “Creator” of the Uni- 
verse, by W. Stewart Ross (Saladin),—Concerning 
the Counterfeit 8 iritual, by G. M. McC.— l'he Bi- 


ble, by H. J. Hardwicke, M.D., F.R.C.8.—My Kin- 
dred: Poem, by Wm. Maccall.—Darwin and 
Evolution, by Winifred Lady Robinson.—The 


* Quality ? of Morals, by W. A. Leonard. 
Price, 25 Cenis. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


HISTORY 


OF THE 


INTELUECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe, 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3, 
83 Clinton Pl.. New York city 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
l BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, itis now known to be the work of W 
H. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold, Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. 


uU 


Íngersolls W'orks. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
* Humboldt," * Thomas Paine," “ Individual- 
ity," and ** Heretics and Heresies,” 

The Ghosts, Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: * The Ghosts," “ Liberty for 
Woman, and Ohild,” “The Declaration one 
dependence,” “About Farming in Illinois," 
©The Grant Banquet,” “The . Alexander 
Clark,” “The Past Bises before. Me Like a 
Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon O. Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25. , 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


per, 25 cents. 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
B. Black, and Prof. 


Ingersoll, Judge Jeremia 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


George F. Fisher. 
Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 


10 cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This ‘makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously, 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
& Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

„Millions of these should be circulated. 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from 


the attacks of the New York Observer, b - 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. rhe Hob 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents. 


Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 
ound in one volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr. Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on '*Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Bent'by mail postpaid. 
Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s ‘Tribute to 
8 Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 
“ Little Harry Miller's Grave," that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
to any address, for 50ots, or either one for 15cts. 


Prose Poems and Selections. This 


new book is a gem. It is a model in every re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “ tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
yersations of the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
urpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
ce, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 


Ingersoll. Cabinet: size; true to 
life, price .50 each. Every admirer of these 
apostles o: ligious Liberty should hav them. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 


pano 10%x17, $8; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 
cents. . : . 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 

By Gro. M. DAVENPORT. This is a little book— 
& pamphlet of 32 well-filled pages, costing only 
“a quarter," but as full of meatasan egg. Itis 
well called Ps ndi for we find nothing un- 
practical in it. Hens, ducks, esse and turkeys 
are particularly discussed and their economical 
breeding and keeping treated of, There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition to 
the poultry literature of the day. 

TRUTH -SEEKER Office, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


OR 


The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
‘Dedicated to the clergy 


Ay . BY 
H. J. SEIGNEURET, 
eSI Secularist. 
Price, - - - - 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 
i ds SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Oloth, $8.25~in nglish or German 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. 


SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Bo Poston, and Sponsie, the ‘Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr, . B, Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 
per set4 or five volumes in one for $2. 


SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
350 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume:of “§ciencein Stoty.”) 50 cents. 


HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages . 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. , 

SANITARY-SOIENOE SERIES (Dime Pam 
phleta). By Dr. E. B; Foote, Jr., viz.: “Bacteria 
In their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, advocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Bun- 
beam,” consi ering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well. By mail, 10 cents each. : 
HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). *‘ The Law 
of Héredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 886 pages, cloth 
bound, - $2¢ “Heredity,” by. poring: oody, 159 

ages, cloth, 75 cents; “The Law of Heredity,” by 
E H.. Marsh, 10. cents; “The Alphabet of the 
Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; ^ Generation before Regen- 
eration,” by-Dr, E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; * Re. 
orts of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 


. Eds ante nudi En MUT of the. 
nstitute of Heredity,Ma: conta, 
"n e ddrous THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Ingersoll’s Tributes. 
REDUCED IN PRICE, 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll's at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes ars 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x32 inches, illumi- 


nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: 


The Vision of War, 
Tribute to his Brother, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 


, The price of these heretofore has been $1.00. We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
88 Clinton Pl., New York. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sola Factors and Exact Ratios in Its 
Acquirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 


CONTENTS: Economie Schools: a brief re- 
"view of their Origin and Growth; Rise and 
Growth of Capitalism; Unearned Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Social Wealth; Land Own- 
ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
the Productiv Factors; Partnership and Co-op- 
eration; Law of Contracts; Money and Credit; 
Of Value or Eéonomie Ratios; Taxation as a 
Remedy; Reforms, nct Remedies; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conclusion. ' 


Price, Cloth, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Clinton Place, New York. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America 


BY A CAPITALIST, 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty; vice, and crime. It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remedy, the author. thinks, is in communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it will be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. 


Paper,50c; cioth. $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CQ., 
88 Clinton Place. New York. 


7 


A STUDY 
PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 


BY LEWIS C. JANES. 

This book treats of the natural evolution of the 
Christian religion, its historical antecedents in 
Palestinian Judaism and Roman Paganism ; in- 
yestigates the history of the founder of Christian- 
ity in the light of the latest scientific criticism of 
the New Testament; shows that the true story of 
the Man Jesus, and his genuin teachings are 
separable from the later legendary accretions 
which hav confounded him with the mythical 
Christ, and traces the natural development of 
Christian dogma and ecclesiastical institutions. 
Complete references and full index.  820pp. 8vo, 
cloth, gilt top. Price $1.50. 

Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office. 


SACRED MYSTERIES 
AMONG THE 
Mayas and tne Quiches 11,500 
Years Ago. 


ORIGIN OF THE BIBLICAL MYTH 


By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. 
Tilustrated.. - - - Price, $2.50. 
For Bale at this office. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


MEN oF BusmWESS Wao Dip SOMETHING BESIDES 
Maxine Money. 
A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERIOANS. 


“BY JAMES PARTON. 


This book contains 400 pages, plainly printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 
helped the world: together with eight portraits. 
Mr. Parton's works need no commendation. They 
are standard. 

Price, - - = = - $1.25. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
33 Olinton Place. New York 


Nabbath-Breaking. 


BY J. E. REMSBURG. 
Author of “False Claims,” “Bible 
Morals,” Ete. 


The best and most thorough work ever written 
on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 
view. 

Large ani Handsome Print. 


SINGLE COPIES, T - 25 cents. 
Six COPIES, Eae $5 oss $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


88 Olinton Place, New York. 
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Bible Temperance: 


LIQUOR DRINKING 
Commended, Defended, : nd Erjoined 
by the Bible. 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


This is à companion book to Remsburg's ** Bible 
Morals." 48 pages; price 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


| MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


VOLT AIRE’S ROMANCES, 


` CONTENTS : : 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.—Zadig ; 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princess 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowns. The 
Huron; or, the. Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas,— 
The World asit Goes.—The Black and the White. 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid paper. With 67 


engravings. Price, cloth, bevele oards, $2.00. 
H üt calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


The Secret of the East, 
OR, 
The Origin of the Christian Religion 
and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Price. $1.00. For sale at this office. 


FERELTHOUGHT /OVEIS. 
The Heathens of the Heath, A fine! 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonne 
author of Exeter Hall, amily Creeds, Day o: 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 


Exeter Hall. ^ One of the most excit- 


ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404pages. $1.25. 


The Outeast. A deep, finely written 


Radical story. From the London edition, By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 


_ 80 cents. 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was cee prepared to ex- 
ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
rom so gifted a pen as that of Miss -Wixon, 
whose briliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethoughtranks." Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH BEEKER. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 
(loth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. Susan H. Wixon. Without Buper- 
stition. he Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children’s Story-Book everissued. 66full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heavy 
toned paper, broad margins, illuminated 
covers; 460. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 


Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
e Young Folks, By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second hes been issued at a reduced price of 
$1.95, free of postage. This new edition has a 
- photo; aph of the author which adds very 
Ruch to the value of the volume. 
By 


Tie Youth's Liberal Guide. 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M. Price;$1.00. This 
volume aims atthe education of youth in the 

rinciples of Freethought, at the same time 
That it inculcates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense. ddress THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 
vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions 
with numerous references and Citations, tha 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
of other propositions in the same book. Price 
$5 cen : 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 251 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates. 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Bhakspere could not write. 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Earl 
of Essex and his bride, A.D.,1590. By Wm. HENRY 
Burr. Price 25 cents. For sale at this office. 


Wh 


Was 


is are yi educat 
.ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, and 
the most suecessful, 
as his practice 
rove. Givs cheer and 
ope to the afflicted 


bysaying and proving . 
that. SPERMATOL 
RH@A and IMPO- 


TENCY as the result 
of self. abuse in youth 
and sexual excesses 
in maturer years, 
causing night emis- 
sions by dreams, loss 
of sexua! po wer, ren- 
dering marriage im- 
proper and unhappy, 
etc., can be cured 
er. permanently by an 
outside application in sixty days. No failure in 
cage. gu 

t isone of Dr. Fellows’s valuable discoveries, 
which is entirely unknown to the medical profes- 
sion. Itir a medicin to be applied externally on 
the parts affected. by pad and bandage, which 
cures by absorption, and which is the only reliable 
methed of curing Seminal Weakness and Loss of 
Sexual Power. : E 

Send five 2-cent stamp: for his book “ Private 
Counselor," telling all about the disease, and the 
external cure, with evidences of success. Address 
Dr. R FELLOWS, Vineland, N. J , and say 
where you saw this advertisment. 


€ Dr. Fellows begs leave to state that he ir 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character. 


* SHOPPEL'S MODERN HOUSES ” No. 3 
(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 

A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 

of painting. : : 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn anc 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces, for 
PE TEE & model eure) with plain direction: 
for putting them together. : 

While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than u 
toy. 5t is, in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 
builders. | ` : N 

55 New Designs for Residences (cost varyinp from 
$500 to $15,000). 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1 New Design for a Chapel. - 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 

(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 

An Article on Villa Park Associations. 

SENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRIOE, $1. 
Address 


TEE CO-OTEBATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASSO'N, 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other hae 
always opposed it. 

Price; E copies, 30 conta; one dozen; ut centa 

ty-five copies for $1; one hundre : 
We wish that the friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL I TES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 

From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION. 

A most powerfully written book.—Phtla. Record, 
This Book is not a Book! It is a Deed and 
those who oppose it will prove that they fear it.— 


. Price, 50 cents. 
Vienna Ned ross THE TRUTH SEEKER ÇO., 
33 Clinton Pl.. New York. 


The Bible Analyzed 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 
CONTENTS: ME 

Testament.—The New Testament. The 
cto Tio Del e.—The Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles cf the Bible. The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—Ihe Sabbath of 
the Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 


“Grown ootavo,833pp. Splendidly executed. Sent 
by mail, post paid. c6. $3.00. 
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Glens of the Meek. 


Hiscook has been chosen U. S.- Senator 


from New York. 


Pror. E. L. Youmans, editor of the Popu- 


lar Science Monthly, died on the 18th. 
` BeronER has been elected an honorary 


member of the Young Men's Hebrew Associ- 


ation. 
Mayor Hzwirt, of New York, is not yet 


able to leave his house, being doubled up 
with rheumatism. 


Tur young lady who was to hav married 
August Spies, the condemned Anarchist, has 
changed her mind at the solicitation of friends. 


A SUSPENDED priest at Brainerd, Mich., al- 
most caused a riot last Sunday by locking the 


church doors and addressing the people from 
the steps. 
Sam Jonzs and Sam Small are reviving 
Boston. The Rev. Phillips Brooks preached 
` last Sunday in Faneuil Hall to an audience of 
criminals and outcasts. 


A New York policeman fired after an es- 
caping prisoner one day last week, and shot 


dead the son of an Italian druggist standing |. 


on the steps of his father’s store. 


PoLioEMEN were stationed in Dr. McGlynn's |: 
Priest | 


church last Sunday to preserve order. 
Donnelly officiated. There was a large at- 
tendance, but no one gave any money either 
at the door or in:the plates. 


Two young desperadoes named Tristram 
shot a storekeeper at White Plains, N.Y.,one 


day last week, and then, when pursued by the |. 


police and likely to be captured, committed 
suicide. No cause is known for the murder. 

MionaEgr Davitt, the Irish Land Leaguer, 
spoke to an audience of some 8,000 at Mad- 
ison Square Garden, this city, last Sunday 
evening. Alluding to McGlynn’s case, he 
said that the priest should obey the summons 
to Rome. 


Lasr Sunday the Chinese celebrated their |' 


New Year's all over the city. What a daily 


paper calls ‘a contribution from Christen- |: 
dom" was made by a half dozen young |: 
roughs, who invaded a laundry, pummeled |: 


the proprietor, and nearly killed a policeman 
who attempted to arrest them. 


SuLLIVAN broke his wrist in an encounter 
with Pugilist Cardiff the other day. By 


keeping the fact to himself until the stipulat- | 


ed six rounds had been fought through, the 
astute Mr. Sullivan escaped being knocked 
out, as he undoubtedly would hav been if his 
opponent had known he was disabled. 


Tux Scottish-Protestant Alliance has sent |: r j 
‘wasn’t a marker compared with the failure they 


to Queen Victoria a memorial setting forth 
that the aggressions of the papacy in Great 
Britain and the supremacy of the pope are 
subversiv of the queen's authority and of the 
people's rights and liberties, and that the 
avowed aim of the papacy is the Vatican's 
conquest and subjection of Great Britain. 


IN his discourse last Sunday, Felix Adler 
proposed for truant children cottage homes 
in the suburbs of this city in place of huge 
asylums. He had mentioned the scheme to 
the school board, but the board pleaded pov- 
erty. Professor Adler thought that if the 
untaxed property of New York were brought 
to book, the plea of poverty would not be 
necessary. 

Tar Rev. Dr. Wm. R. Huntington, now 
pastor of Grace church, this city, is not an 
ambitious man. By a unanimous vote, the 
diocesan convention at Cincinnati appointed 
him assistant bishop of southern Ohio,and he 
declined the position. It may be added that 
the salary of an assistant bishop is $3,500, 
while the pastor of Grace church is given 
$10,000 to scrateh through the year with. 


Tue Rev. Henry Enos, a Methodist preach-- 


er from Brunswick, N. Y., came to this city 
a year ago to complete his education. He 
studied religion until it crazed him, and he 
imagined that the Andover trials had ter- 
minated in favor of the professors who be- 
lieve in probation after death. Wishing to 
take advantage of that probation, the Rev. 
Mr. Enos attempted suicide, and is now in the 
hospital trying to recover. 


Tue coal strike is still on, and the shooting 
of a boy by one of the special policemen 


hired by the coal companies to protect their: 


property against violence of the strikers has 
not. contributed to an amicable settlement. 
The special policemen were standing on the 
pier, and were snowballed by some boys. 
They drew their revolvers and fired, and an 
innocent boy looking on was shot through 
he head. Four of the men were arrested. 


e NOAH 
CUT 
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YEA MY BRETHREN, 
- NOAH IS DEAD! DECEASED !! 
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Bini ex eeortureent | 


OBIT.—THE GOOD DIE YOUNG. 
And all the days of Noah were nine hundred and fifty years and he died.—Gen. ix, 29. 


Odds and Gnds. 


Ir may now be said without violating the truth 


‘that Alfred, Lord Vennyson, occasionally, if not 
:oftener, drops out of poetry. 


THE recent failure of “ Adam and Eve” in Paris 


made of themselvs some years ago.— Puck. 


GovERNoR ALGER, of Michigan, gave four hun- 
dred and eighty-seven suits of clothes to Detroit 
newsboys, and Baxter street is wildly jealous over 
the boom in second-hand clothes in the North- 
west. At last accounts, only one newsboy had not 
disposed of his gift, and he was hunting around 
for a pawnshop. 


Hossan : ** My dear, that is a long motto you 
are working." Wife: “ Yes, John.” He reads on 


** While the lamp holds out to burn, 
The vilest sinner may return.” 
Is it to be hung in the vestibule of the church, 
my dear?” ** No, John, I'll hang it on the chan- 
delier in the hall." 


A LADY, who had recently lost her husband, and 
a friend were eating dinner together at the res- 
idence of the latter. “ I. sympathize with you 
from the bottom of my heart in your great sor- 
row,” said the friend. ‘* It must be terrible to lose 
such aman.” ‘Ah, me, yes !" sighed the widow; 
* jt is only the hope of meeting him in a better 
land that givs me courage and a desire to liv." 


Tae potter stood at his daily work, 
One patient foot on the ground; 

The other, with a never-slacking speed, 
Turning his swift wheel round. 

Silent we stood beside him there, 
Watching the restless knee, 

Till my friend said low in pitying voice, 

* How tired his foot must be !” 


The potter never paused in his work, 
Shaping the wondrous thing; 

‘Twas only a common flower-pot, 
But perfect in fashioning. 

Slowly he raised his patient eyes, 
With homely truth inspired; 

** No. marm, it isn’t the foot that kicks— 

The one that stands gets tired !” 


JUDGE FRISBIE'S HEATHEN. 

Judge Frisbie, one of the pioneers of Arizona, 
has had a Chinese servant in his employ for many 
years. Always a consistent pagan, Ah Wong 
never until this winter manifested any interest in 
Christianity. The American’s religion, he always 
said, was good euough for Melicans, but he would 
Stick by his Joss. Some time in December the 
judge became interested in a revival in progress 
here, and after going forward one night he became 
impressed with the conviction that it was his duty 
to reclaim Ah Wong. At first the Chinaman was 
obdurate, and would not listen to the friendly ex- 
hortations that the judge made to him, but at 


length he announced his Willingness to attend the 
services, and see what they were all about. After 
a steady attendance of a week or more, the China- 
man, in response to a question from the judge as 
to what progress he was making, said that he was 
not very much impressed with the religion of the 
Americane, and that he guessed that he would not 
goany more. The judge was in a bad humor that 
night, and he let fall a remark to the effect that if 
Wong did not join the church he could not work 
for him. He could not stand having a heathen 1n 
his house when it was in his power to save him. 
The next night found the Chinaman at the 
revival, and two or three evenings later he was 
among the number that went forward. 


The rejoicing over the conversion of the hea 
then was tremendous; and the festivities extended 
far into the night. Along about midnight the 
judge, who had been out at a card party, led a 
procession to his cabin, where Ah Wong was 
found, routed out, and made to get up and bring 
out his idol. This secured, the crowd marched 
back into town, and in the presence of nearly all 
the citizens the ugly little thing was burnt ina 
bonfire which had been started in front of the tav- 
ern. While this ceremony was in progress, the 
judge descanted at great length upon the labor 
which he had done in bringing this heathen to see 
the error of his wars. As Ah Wong appeared to 
take as much iuterest in the cremation of his idol 
as anybody present, no one doubted the sincerity 
of his conversion. The judge is a candidate for 
the territorial legislature, and some infirmities of 
his in the direction of strong drink had always 
weighed heavily in the balance against him. With 
this public conversion of himself and his China- 
wan he felt that at the next trial he would stand 
a better show than ever before. S me of the peo- 
ple in the crowd admitted as much, and the judge 
and his servant went home happy. 

It now turns out that Ah Wong never really re- 
nounced the pomps and vanities of paganism. 
He had no more th2n got home from the celebra- 
tion just described when he set up another idol 
and regularly paid his devotions to it. At the 
same sime he continued his attendance at the re- 
vival, where he was looked upon as a brand 
plucked from the burning. Yesterday morning 
two visiting revivalists called at the judge’s place 

| to see the famous Christian Chinaman, and what 
was the judge’s horror on leading them into the 
den occupied by Ah Wong to see the celestial in 
the act of adoring a little god of hideous aspect 
which he had set up in place of the old one. 

* You heathen devil !” exclaimed the judge, turn- 
ing an elegant red; * what are you doing 2?” 

The unabashed Chinaman stepped back from 
his rude altar and, throwing up both hands, said, 
half apologetically : “ Chinaman make velly sure. 
Me cate! ee Joss and me catchee Melican God.” 

The judge was speechless, and the visitors could 
only cough and shake their heads. That night 
neither the judge nor the Chinaman was at the 
revival It was announced that the judge had be- 
come & backslider. and that Ah Wong had never 
got far enough on the highway to become even 
that.—New York Sun. 


Gems of Changht. 


TuE object of our lives should be to make this 
world as heautiful, and ourselvs and our fellows 
as happy, as is in our power.—D. M. Bennett, 


* SisTEB Agnes is my name in the church and 
that by which our dear Mother Mary knows me, 
Saint Agnes is my patron saint and I do her 
work, and obey her wish when I call myself by her 
name." “Her wish? Do you believe in the 
saints?" cried Virginia, blushing gravely. 'The 
sister smiled. “Do I believe in the sun and moon 
and stars?" she said. “ Of courseI do. The dear 
saints and our blessed Mother Mary are half the 
good influence of religion, half the foundation of 
the church.” “If I could but believe in the 
saints!" cried Virginia. * But papa says that it 
was part imposture and part disease; and I hav 
never dared to let myself believe in the things 
that I bav read of them. How I wish I could! 
And how I wish I could feel as they felt |? **Ohild, 
do not bring your father's authority between ns. 
He is à good man. no doubt; but he has trusted 
his own strength and God has abandoned him and 
given him over to destruction,” etc.—Mrs. E, Lynn 
Lintons Under Which Lora? 


IN all animals, the living brain is essential to all 
phases of thought. The thought-ability of any 
animal is always in precise proportion to the per- 
fection and activity of the brain. The power of 
developing thought grows, diminishes, and ceases, 
the cessation always being complete when the 
brain ceases to perform ita vital functions. If the 
brain is injured, the thought-ability is impaired, 
the thinking deranged, yet who to-day would 
think it wise or necessary, with evidence of aber- 
ration of thought resulting from local injury, to 
treat it as a case of demoniacal possession ?—Has 
Mana Soul? by Charles Bradiaugh. 


FLowER in the crannied wall, 

I pluck you out of the crannies; 

Hold you here, root and all, in my hand, 

Little flower—but 1f I could understand 

What you are, root and all, and all in all, 

Ishould know what God and man is. 
—Tennyson, 


WE are a law-abiding race; the mass of us are 
little given to unpractical speculation. We are 
too earnest to tolerate impiety, and the traditions 
of religion will retain their hold with the millions 
long after they hav lost their influence over the 
intellect. Intellect, we know, is not omniscient. 
Emotion has a Voice in the matter, which is al- 
ways on the side of faith; and women, in such sub- 
jects, are governed almost wholly by their feelings, 
The entire generation at present alive may prob- 
ably pass away before the inward change shows 
itself markedly in external symptoms. None the 
less it is quite certain that the ark of religious 
opinion has drifted from its moorings, that it is 
moving, with increased speed, along a track which - 
it will never retrace, and toward issues infinitly 
momentous.—J, A. Froude,’ 


TurRE is another element of our happiness 
which springs from the fact that we do not know 
the future. How large & part of the pleasure of 
life is shattered and blighted by our unreasonable 
anticipations of coming pvil! How much happi- 
ness would be lost if you knew that you were to 

be sick to-morrow; that a friend was to be stricken 
down ; that a mercantil adventure was to go awry ; 
that thisor that evil was tocome! You would hav 
no heart for the smile and laughter and sunshine 
of to-day, glad and bright though it might be, if 
you were overshadowed with the cloud of a certain 
misfortune that was to come on the morrow.—Sav- 
age. . 


CaRISTIANS say to me, * What do you propose to 
giv us in the place of Christianity?" I hav not 
torn the good down. I hav only endeavored to 
trample out the ignorant, cruel fires of hell. Ido 
not tear away the passage, ** God will be merciful 
to the merciful,” I do not destroy the promis, 
* Tf you will forgiv others, God will forgiv you.” 
I would not for anything blot out the faintest star 
that shines in the horizon of human despair, nor 
in the sky of human hope; but I will do what I 
can to get that infinit shadow out of the heart of 
man. ' What do you propose in the place of 
this?" Well, in the first place I propose good fel- 
lowship—good friends all around. No matter 
what we believe, shake hands and let it go. That 
is your opinion, this is mine; let us be friends, 
Science makes friends; religion, superstition, 
makes enemies. They say belief is important. I 
say, No, acti: ns are importaut. Judge by deed, 
not by creed. God fellowship, good friends, 
sincere men and women, mutual forbearance, 
born of mutual respect. —4. G. Ingersoll. 


Lire is a battle, and it is by fighting that we ac- 
quire the power to fight ; it is by marching that 
we become inured to the exposure, toil, weariness, 
and want of the march. We could not now sally 
out and take along campaign. But we soon get 
used to it, and the soldiers ‘after the campaign are 
so in love with the open ait that they cannot sleep 
in a bed. So itis wrestling with fate; we make it 
our tributary, our companion, our friend, and ex- 


-tract from it the blessing it would fain withhold. 


How much there is iu that Old Testament legend 
of the patriarch wrestling at midnight with his 
unseen foe! He cries, "I will not let thee go 
until thou bless me!” And he gets the blessing | 
—Frothingham. 


Tue tyrant custom, most grave senators, 

Hath made the flinty and steel couch of war 

My thrice-driven bed of down : I do agnize 

A natural and prompt alacrity. 

J find in hardness; and do undertake 

These present wars against the Ottomites. 
—Shakspere’s Othello, 


THERE are men who hav no theory about God, 
who deny that they hav any consciousness of 
him, who are in much closer and sweeter and 
more vital relations with him than some who can 
produce him, as if he were a pocket-piece, on all 
occasions, and rattle off his attributes as if they 
knew the whole contents of his infinitnde of be. 


ing. —Chadwick, 
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The ignorant offspring of church and state must suffer for the shortcomings of its parents. 
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THE GIBBET AS AN ENGINE OF REFORM. 


diofes and Clippings. 


Tur Rev. Heber Newton expressed the 
opinion in & recent sermon that ‘‘ woman is 
inevitably destined ere long to receive the 
franchise through successiv stages." 


Ex-Goy. Hoaptzy, of Ohio, is expected to 
come to New York to liv, having formed a 
Taw partnership here. Being a Freethinker, 
Governor Hoadley should at once join the 
Manhattan Liberal Club. 


A NUMBER of Catholic cardinals took 
steamer from this port for Rome last Satur- 
day. Among them were Gibbons, of Balti- 
more, and Taschereau, of Montreal. These 
two worthies will be decorated with red hats 
by the pope. 

Ir is not an extravagant estimate that there 
are five hundred hypocrits, impostors, and 
cranks of both sexes getting a living by acting 
‘as temperance lecturers, evangelists, etc., in 
the United States and Canada.—Christian Ad. 
vocate. : 


A LEADING Baptist minister in Richmond, 
Va., has received a letter from Boston, signed 
H. F. Steadman, asking the ministers of 
Richmond and the South to pray especially 
for Boston, which is represented as being in 
an unprecedented condition of wickedness. 


Cotorzp worshiper: ‘‘ Mistah Clarence, 
‘wasn’t dem patriarchs of old de mos’ forget- 
fullest men you ebber knowed of ?” Mr. C.: 
“ How so, Mr. Johnson ?” Mr. J.: ^ Why, I 
heerd de preacher at my house ob worship 
read out de good book time an’ time again, 
how Abraham he ferget Isaac, an’ Isaac he 
ferget Jacob, and Jacob he ferget a whole lot 


moah. ’Pears like dem patriarchs couldn't 
*member anybody." —Pittsburgh Bulletin. 


Tux high hats worn by women having been 
much complained of by New York theater- 
goers, the ladies, hav begun leaving their 
head-gear in the dressing-room. They wear 
the same hats to church, but no complaint 
has as yet come from that. quarter. 

A COMMITTEE appointed by the National 
Woman Suffrage Association called on the 
president on the 28th ult., and presented a 
memorial asking him to veto the Edmunds 
pill or the Tucker substitute therefor, 
whichever shall pass Congress, proposing to 
disfranchise non-polygamous women of Utah. 
The president said that he would giv the 
memorial his careful consideration. 

A woman in Bridgeport, Conn., complains 
that her husband, who is a member of the 


Salvation Army, makes her life miserable. 


around the house by too much praying and 
singing and assaults upon her and the chil. 
dren, because they do not believe in his re- 
ligious methods. It is enough to make a 
man lose his hold on all the religion he has 
to be compelled to break off abruptly in the 
middle of a prayer or 2 hymn to hammer his 
wife and children because they do not join in 
the worship.—Worristown Herald. 

Tue Pall Mall Gazette notes that ‘in the 
last number of Tydschrift a * Diary of a Boer 
in the Kafir Commando’ is published. We 
extract two consecutiv entries: ‘Sunday, 
February 28d.. No Kafirs in sight. Held 
divine service. Prayer-meeting at night—a 
blessed time. Monday, February 24th. Saw 
Kafirs on the hills. Commando went out 
and shot thirty-four, besides a number that 
got away wounded. Thanksgiving service 


in the evening on return to camp. Sang 
Psalm 107, and went on sentry. Shot two 
Kafirg.' " 

A onuNK of a boy asked a New York ticket 
seller for a half-fare ticket the other day. 
** How old are you?" asked the ticket seller. 
“Ten years old," said the boy. ‘‘ When 
were you born?" asked the railroad man. 
* Ten years ago,” said the young Yankee. 
He got his half-fare ticket. 


CowcERNING Mr. Henry George's doctrins 
which he claims to derive from Moses the 
Rev. Henry Brann says: ** George's theory of 
the nature of property is taken from the Ger- 
man Atheist Fichte; ‘the naturalization of 
land' is from the English skeptic Herbert Spen- 


| cer, and the ‘ unearned increment ’ theory from 
, 


another English skeptic, John Stuart Mill." 


Report says: ' A theatrical company is to 
be put on the road, with the approval of the 
Roman Catholic church, to collect a fund for 
the relief of the creditors of the late Arch- 
bishop Purcell. The company will not do 
business during Lent." It is cheering to know 
that the company will keep Lent. In this 
respect it will resemble the money placed in 
the defunct archbishop's hands. 

Tu town council of Paris has lately opened 
several night shelters, each of which has ac- 
commodation for several hundred outcasts. 
‘When applicants arrive at these homes, where 
they may remain several days at a time, they 
get a thorough overhauling in a bath, and are 
then given a fresh outfit and a bow! of soup. 
There are three other night refuges belonging 
in the Œuvre de l'Hospitalité de Nuit, estab- 
lished in 1878. This work is kept up by vol- 
untary contributions. It receives cast-off 
clothing, bread, and all sorts of crumbs from 


rich men’s tables for distribution. In addi- 
tion to providing nightly lodging for the mis- 
erable, it receives the convalescent from hos- 
pitals, and finds places for those who are 
willing to work. Last year it received 60,000 
homeless creatures, many of whom remained 
for several consecutiv nights. Of these 50,- 
000 were French, 8,221 German, 2,112 Bel- 
gian, 890 Swiss, 602 Italian, and 70 English. 
Over 76,000 pieces of bread and 15,000 bowls 
of soup, or other rations, were served, and 
15,000 articles of clothing distributed. The 
total expense was $350,000. 


Tar Bismarck Triġune describes the pict- 


'uresque appearance of a train that recently 


reached there after a tussle with a blizzard. 
** The most interesting sight of all,” it says, 
‘twas the white-capped snow-plow which 
came just ahead of the train. The plow was 
loaded with several tons of pure white mate- 
rial, and the engin was a gigantic moving 
icicle, of curious shapes and exquisit beauty. 
The drive-wheels, the boiler, the bell, and the 
smokestack were handsomely slated with ice 
and snow, and the cab was a perfect little 
crystal palace.” 


At a large meeting of Dr. McGlynn’s 
friends. held in this city last Sunday night 
Henry George said, ‘‘If priests must be 
pulled like puppets by an irresponsible power, 
then I say that that kind of Catholicism is a 
menace to free institutions.” Mr. George has 
been a long time getting around to this view. 
At the next outlook he takes he will see that 
priests always hav been puppets in the hands 
of higher authorities, and always will be. If 
Mr. George was Jess in love with himself and 
his own theories, he might see a little beyond 
the length of his own nose. 


82 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, FEBRUARY 5, 1887. 


Communications. 


Ethics.* 


Ethics includes the various efforts made by thought- 
ful men, to reduce the views of mankind concerning 
right and wrong to a system or a moral seience—a 
self-consistent department of philosophy. I hav ar- 
rived at the conclusion that this cannot be done, and 
that ethics or morals will, with the progress of 


thought, be consigned to the same limbo that abolished. 


and obsolete studies, as alchemy, astrology, sorcery, 
divination, incantation, spells, charms, witchcraft, and 
prayers, hav been, or will be. For morals are but the 
study of interests whose relations to pure selfishness 
hav become obscured, and with the restoration of 
these self-relations they will cease to he. morals, and 
will be studied as mere phases of self-interest, all of 
whose motivs and reasons are known. 

The following diagram will assist in explaining why 
ethics or morals will disappear from the thought of 
the individual and of the race. First applying it to 
the individual man: He enters on the stage of life 
led by his parents, who supply him with a sort of 
code for his infancy, which we will express by the pyr- 
amid A. He then goes on into life and builds up 
an efficient character and personality of: his “own, 
which we will express by pyramid B. If we sup- 
pose.each of these pyramids to be capable of east- 
ing a shadow toward the other, that will. express 
the degree in which the precepts we inherit from our 
parents and the lives we develop seek to influence 
each other. There wil thus grow up between the 
two a third pyramid which is wholly made by the 
crossing. of opposing shadows. This is pyramid .C. 

GoD 00 ^ MAN. 


f THE 
OLD Law\ 


: THE 
f o SUUAINT. NEW RELF. 
CONSERVA- f LIBERTY, 
TISM.. PROGHESS. 
WORSHIP. o INVENTION. 


setie \ ETHICS. ^ DEM - 
SUPERSTITION. BUSINESS. 
Let A represent our inherited code of parental 
influence, B our personal lives, C will represent the 
degree in which each seeks to modify the other. 
‘For instance, A opens life for us with the precept, 
* Obey your parents.” . As our lives develop (3B), we 
substitute the maxim, Obey your own intelligence, or 
'jnterest—in short, go as you please. But each of 
` these influences, casting its shadow toward the other, 
: results in a third or mixed command, viz., Obey your 
. parents so far as your own intelligent sense of your 
"and their well-being will permit, 7. ¢., obey yourself. 
The first canon, A, is the precept of blind infancy, 
and promotes the infant’s welfare for a time. The 
secoud, D, rises up into independence of the first 
but is essential to the adult’s welfare within certain 
limits. The third, C, is the result of the union of A 
and B, and is ethics. It says, harmonize the obedi- 
ence due to your parents with the obedience due to 
your own selfhood and sense of justice—in_ short, 


— "straddle. 


But as the supreme court which is to administer 
this rule as between you and your parents is your 
own supreme court or conscience, and not. theirs, it 
rests with your judgment finally to determin, so far 
as such determination is essential to the guidance of 
your own conduct, when your parents’ interests are 

- equitably harmonized with yours. Hence, after all, 
the rule, Obey your parents, on close analysis is elim- 
inated, and the rule that survives is, Obey your- 
self—as intelligently as you may, of course, but, 
whether more or less intelligently, it is, Obey your- 
self, The necessity of this change of ethics in our 
advance out of youth into maturity is represented by 
most nations by a definit line called the period of 

- majority. | 

^. Take another parental rule—love your brother. If 
you've got two apples, giv him the bigger one, and 

' run your chance of thereby securing the bigger one 
next time, when he has the two apples. Out of this 
we grow, as we begin to liv our own free lives, into 
the rule—first, * Keep the bigger apple yourself;" 
then “ Keep both apples, but giv your brother-a piece 
out of the larger;" then “Keep both and reflect 


whether your brother deserves a piece out of the| 


smaller one or not," until finally the rule becomes, 
* Barrel up all your apples, you'll need them next 
winter. The first is the rule 4, of the infant 
or dependent organism. The third is the rule C, 
of the P. I. G., or perfectly independent gentleman, 
alias the capitalist, relativly to whom the brother, 
whose fitness to survive depends on his alacrity 
.to serve, is styled labor or the proletariat. Now, if we 
let the shadow from the rule of dependent life 4 


eross the shadow thrown by the rule of independent 


* By Van Buren Densiow. 


].tion.. 


life C, there results a third rule, which, in fact, is an 
impossible rule, and a juggle called the ethical rule, 
or B, which says: “ Giv your brother thé apple, pro- 
vided that if you were in his circumstances and he in 


yours you would wish him to giv you the apple^—a. 


metaphysieal set of conditions which can never be 
actually supplied. Hence the rule becomes a mere 
implement to aid in begging ; something that is freely 
quoted by those who want to get something for 
nothing, and quietly ignored by all who are not.pre- 
pared to giv something for nothing. 

This third rule—called by those who make a living 
out of the net profits obtainable by begging under it 
the Golden Rule, * Do unto others as ye would that 
men should do unto you”—is useful only as a beg- 
ging machine in helping the parasitic classes—priests, 
nuns, ministers, and professional reformers—to liv 
‘upon the productiv—viz., the. farmers, merchants, 
and manufacturers. As we advance in life, and in our 
knowledge of the economic laws that govern society, 
we discover that the money which does most: good is 
that which we keep reserved from immedigteé .con- 
sumption, productivly invested ; and that which does 
least good is what we giv away to professional beg- 
gars of every sort, and to organized hierarchies, 
formed for securing pretended salvation from im- 
aginary ills,.and- pseudo-reform of imaginary evils, 
which hierarchies really liv on the profits of system- 


atic beggary. Of course I do not include among: 


these hierarchies of holy beggars any churches which 
deserve to be classed as amusements, or-as‘sources of 
instruction about matters which lie within the.domam 
of human knowledge. There are a few such, and 
they are generally distinguishable by the fact that 


‘their gate fees are-sufficient to keep them running 


without much intimidation or superstitious imposi- 


Morals or ethiós in the infaney,-Doth of the in- 
dividua! and the’ race, consist chiefly in repressiv 


` j| rules; framed by the adults to promote their own con- 


venience, and all aim at subjugation—“ Obey,” keep. 


.| still, don't whisper aloud, don't. wink; don't" doubt, 


don’t Jaugh, don't steal—a very comprehensiv maxim 


.| for a child, or slave, who is of the age, or in the con- 


dition wherein nothing belongs to him; don't sing, 
don't scratch the paint, don't make a noise going up 
and down stairs, don't tease the cat, or kiss the girls, 
or let out the birds, or upset the ink, or leave.the 


‘door.open. This is the decalog of infancy. "Under it 


the only good boy is the sick boy ; hence the maxims: 
“The good die young;" “The worse the boy- the 
better the man," and “The devil looks out for his 
own." . ` id i . . . " H 

It is easy to see that this early system of ethics is 
framed by the parents to promote their own con- 
venience. How long it shall last depends on the 
despotic temper of a race. Among. the Romans the 
child's obligation to obey lasted until his parent 
died, though the child might become first consul. So 
the wife, like the daughter, was bound to implicit 
perpetual obedience. She had so little ethical free- 
dom that she was property. Pagan Rome has done 
what it could to impart these two precepts to Chris- 
tian Rome. 

But generally among civilized races the subjugativ 
ethics hav given place to the go-as-you-please ethics, 
some time between the ages of sixteen and thirty, as 
between the child and his parents. Then has comea 
formidable effort to make the child believe that 
though he has come to know enough to paddle his 
own. canoe through this world, yet it is a very serious 
thing to face the issues of the world to come, and for 
that he needs a priest.. The assumption is of course 
that the priest knows something about the next 
world which other persons do not—an assumption 
which every intelligent priest knows to-be false as to 
himself, but is able to preserve his sincerity in most 
cases by nourishing the slender delusion that some 
priest of higher rank or earlier date knows more than 
he. But to all in whose minds this assumption can 
be made to prevail a second period of subjugation 
and tutelage is preached in the effort to. hold the 
human mind under the domination of the class of 
men who make their living by teaching what they 
don’t know in the interests of virtue. ! i 

. Let us now transfer to the race that analysis of 
ethics which we hav been applying to the individual. 
Every generation of men is born into the world sur- 
rounded by an atmosphere of superincumbent human 
experiences, errors, truths, traditions, impositions, 
suppositions, poetic analogies, and moral moristrosi- 
ties, which profess to be the lesson of all the past to 
the youthful present. . . l . 

Around the eradle of each generation await three 
magi—the priest, the man of business, and the philos- 
opher. The priest brings to him a kaleidoscope, a 
rattlebox, and a string of beads, and says to him, 
Here is ample provision for your whole nature. . By 
looking into this kaleidoscope you see the glories of 
heaven. By turning this rattlebox you produce the 
harmony of the spheres; by counting these beads, 
every time a bead is dropped a sin is forgiven. . The 
man of business brings a hoe, a loom, and a pen, and 
says, I call you to honest toilful work.. Every time 
you turn over a sod you giv bread.to the hungry; 


every time you speed the shuttle you clothe the 


naked; every time you touch the pen you are inspired 
anew. The philosopher says to him: I bring you 
only sadness. I can only show you that the priest’s 
glories.of heaven are bits of broken glass, that his 
music of the spheres is the striking of one ;chip on 
another, and that his pretended forgivness of sins is 
itself-a sin-against nature, for which, poor priest! no 
soul has so much need to be forgiven as. his own. 
All that I can offer you is the solitude that comes to 
the wise, the sadness that attends the pure, the per- 
secution that is due to the kind. 
: (TO BE CONTINUED.) 
Land Ownership. 


"The controversy lately arising between Mr. Henry 
George and certain dignitaries of the church is a very 
interesting one, but with which I hav no intention of 
meddling. It is, however, a matter of prime impor- 
tance to know by what method the main question is 
to:be determined, whether by an appeal to.-divine, 
human, or natural law. — . ee 

The great difficulty of determining the matter by 
assumed: divine authority or dogma occurs in ‘the 
necessity of first -deciding what is divine authority 
upon the subject; for the proper ownership of the 
land is not simply a Jewish, Mohammedan, or Chris- 
tian interest; but a human one. Even if it were 
purely Christian, its decision by Christian authority 
could be binding only on those who accepted the 
authority, and could hav no further application. 
Now,-:the Christian religion, divided into many sects, 
orthodox and heretical, does not embrace one quarter : 
of . the. inhabitants of the globe, not. to deduct tbe 
great;numbers of those in Christian communities who 
utterly deny and reject -the church and the oracles 
she holds most sacred. s P “ee 
. The Mohammedans ‘constitute a still smaller pro- 
portion, and the Jews not a one-hundredth part of 


the population of the earth. Even if we considér 


these ail as a.unit, as accepting the Mosaic law, they 
would'siill.constitute a minority. It is well-known, 
however, that. only.the Jews giv more than a very 
qualified acceptance to Moses’s teachings, to -say 
nothing of that large percentage of the intelligence 
of so-cailed Christian nations which repudiates wholty 


the.idea of their divine origin: uc 

.^ Forall practical purposes, then, and in any g 
application of a principle, the conception óf-'a Jaw"; 
land ownership, as proceeding from a source ecislly 
divine, must prove barren of any salutary result} 
human well-being, except as such divine intent is 
ifested through nature and her unerring operations. 

For those, however, who look upon the ‘laws of 
Moses as the “ word of God,” there can be no-excuse 
for their refusing to accept as conclusiv his wise pro- 
vision for the holding and periodical redistribution 
of the land. “The land shall not be. sold forever, 
for the land is mine and ye are sojourners with me,” 
is clearly the Jewish or Mosaic law, whether we re- 
gard it as truly divine or merely human: This ig 
not and cannot be denied. And, although no pas- 
sage in the New Testament expressly recognizes such 
a law, it virtually teaches that all nations of men are 
made of one blood to dwell on all the face of the 
earth. The tradition of the church in all ages has 
been, * The earth he hath given to the children of 
men," and then all men are tenants in common. 
Whether the earth has been cursed or blessed does 
not affect the fact of the gift. It holds good just the 
same. It is also worthy of observation that monopo- 
lizers of the land are quite willing to accept it sub- 
ject to the curse, the church not less than state cor- 
porations. i z 
: I hav said all this, not with the desire or purpose 
of entering into any theological controversy, -but 
merely to make clear the distinction between “ prop- 
erty in land" and property in other things or com- 
modities, which are, and hav been, universally admit- 
ted to be property in all time and among all people. 

Tt is by failing to recognize this important differ- 
ence that these theologians run into the error of con- 
founding the generally recognized "rights of prop- 
erty” with the ownership of land. And their courte- 
ous ahd able opponent, it seems to me, fails equally 
to comprehend the distinction; for while they infer 
that property in land must be made absolute, or the 
principle of property itself be sacrificed, he assumes 
substantially the -same ground, and argues that 
private property in land cannot rightfully exist at all, 
since the land is not the product of labor, but the 
“gift of God,” or the “bounty of Nature.” 

To this point where “opposits meet," I address 
myself. John Locke stated a universal principle, in 
perfect accord with all rational utterances of the 
ages: “The earth and all that is therein is given to 


men [not necessarily by any anthropomorphic God] 


for the support and comfort of their being.” I know 
of no dissent from this proposition on the part of any 
‘statesman or divine, philosopher or economist. As a 
necessary deduction from this proposition the follow- 
ing conclusions appear as legitimately drawn in 
respect, to private right: e UU 

. 1. The individual must hav property (ownership) 
of the land and in the things it contains and in the 
forces it embraces. But MEN 
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2. The individual must not hav (absolute) property 
in them to the exclusion of others. This covers the 
whole ground, and obviates all disputation as to the 
nature of property in land as contrasted with prop- 
erty in movables. With regard to chattels there can 
be no doubt that property rights depend upon the 
principle that they are the products of one’s labor ; 
but it is equally true that labor produces nothing un- 
til it is “joined to the land,” or to something grown 
from or derived from the land. Now, if labor has 
not first property in these, 7.¢., a right of occupancy, 
how can it hav in the resultant production? for his 
labor has not created, but only effected change in the 
raw material. 

If, on the other hand, the land is the property of 
‘the state, in any absolute sense, does the state then 
part with the property when the worker has wrought 
it into other forms? And if so, what does property 
in the state amount to? If we mean merely that the 
state is charged to see that equity is observed in its 
apportionment and use, it is a harmless thing and 
can work wrong to none. If we mean, however, that 
such property is absolute (and if not absolute, why 
must private property be so?), then the state can 
transfer it to individuals, and so a system of monop- 
oly, like the one we hav, necessarily results. For 
wherever commercial monopoly of the land exists, the 
state has already parted with its property. In this 
country this is particularly true, most of the private 
- titles being directly traceable to the general govern- 
ment. How land, once the property of the state, 


and which has been transferred. by the state to the- 


` individual, can be again “nationalized,” is a matter 
of law in which Mr. George has not deigned to in- 
struct us. “Eminent domain" is precisely absolute 
property, and this is what the state has parted with, 
if anything. It may be said that the land was the 
property of the state to be “let,” not “sold,” to the 
individual to the exclusion of others. But the effect 
of letting and of selling land is precisely the same as 
to the effecting of all the powers of eviction, absentee- 
ism, and rack-rent, which betray the unjust and im- 
moral tendencies of exclusiv private ownership. 
Letting is merely selling for a specified term. 
, In England, where the allodial form of ownership 
has never obtained, and where all land-holders are 
traditionally tenants of the state, the vices of land- 
lordism hav. been developed to the direst extremes. 
Nationalization of the land there would be simply for 
the nation to resume the management of its estate, 
and to require all tenants to account directly to the 
government. But this could giv the people no guar- 
antee that the same course would not be run over 
again, or that the same extremes of wealth and 
poverty would not be perpetuated. Such action 
might possibly be tolerated by a people with such 
traditions, but it would be wholly incompatible with 
our popular traditions, our land system, and our form 
of government. 

]t is evident that this confusion of thought in 
respect to private ownership of land arises from the 
failure to comprehend the true nature of property. 
The ownership over movables approaches the abso- 
lute, for the man can carry them with him and per- 
sonally control their use. And yet the right of prop- 
erty in them relates to the service rendered by 
exertion and sacrifice through which they hav been 
made fit for human uses, rather than to the materials 
of which they are composed. For it is not the salts 
and gases composing the food, rainment, or shelter, 
in which the property inheres; for these exist in 
nature, plentiful as the air, earth, or water. It is the 
particular form and adaptation to use which our labor 
has effected, over which we exercise the right of 
property; for when the food or clothing is consumed 
these elements go back to nature and disappear as 
property. Our dominion ends even over the elements 
composing our physical structure when their uses in 
that structure hav been subserved. Nature exacts 
the strictest return of every particle of matter she 
has yielded to our control. She recognizes no title 
* forever " in any thing whatever. 

With the land we hav the elements and forces of 
nature in a raw state, and our title to property in 
them depends primarily on occupancy alone. Hence, 
all our laws respecting dominion over the land are 
wholly arbitrary and invasiv, without rational, ethical, 
or economical justification, except in so far as they 
define and enforce the natural law of ownership 
depending on occupation. 

In his renowned 45th chapter, Gibbon, in stating 
how the development of the Roman civil law arose, 
givs the general principle of property in land. He 
says: “The original right of property can only 
be justified by the accident or merit of prior 
occupancy.” It is plain that this is not only the 
original but the sole justification of private property 
in land. Without prior occupation no application of 

‘labor can be made, and no right to the land, or 
to anything connected with it, or produced from it, 
can be exercised or enjoyed. 

This, then, is the natural law in regard to Jand 
ownership. Surely we would be scarcely justified in 
assuming that either Archbishop Corrigan or Cardinal 
Manning is ignorant of the well-known fact that 
commercial property in land is comparativly a mod- 


but the suppression of those laws and the triumph of 
a spurious principle of property, which at last violat- 


would deem the abolition of slavery as an attack upon 


ern institution, and even now confined to a few west- 
ern nations. It is true that in a certain way it was 


permitted by the Roman civil law, but the spirit of 
that law was consistent with, not opposed to, the 


“agrarian laws,” the very constitution of the state 


requiring that every citizen should be a land-holder, 


and evegy land-holder a citizen. The Dominium, 
which corresponded to the German dlod, and to our 
absolute ownership, originally extended only to the 
domicilium, that which was occupied as the home. 

Traffic in slaves, greatly multiplied by Rome's ag- 
gressiv wars, called for the extension of the dominion 
of the patricians, on which to place their human 
chattels, and thus, the absolute power, at first exer- 
cised alone over the sacred precincts of Rome, was 
extended over wide demesnes, and ultimately became 
matter of transfer and sale, until the whole territory 
of imperial Rome was swallowed up by large propri- 
etors, and occupied by numberless slaves, to the 
exclusion of the exploited and eviéted citizens. It 
was not, as vulgarly believed, the agrarian laws which 
endangered and finally ruined the Roman civilization, 


ed all property rights, whatever. 
It is not probable that either of these divines 


any just system of property, and yet a generation has 
scarce passed since numerous doctors of divinity de- 
nounced the antislavery agitation as dangerous med- 
dling with “the sacred rights of property,” to ques- 
tion which they held to be treason to the state, and 
blasphemy against an institution of divine origin. 
We must conclude that it is the garish light of scho- 
lastic learning which causes these educated men to 
overlook the dangerous precipices toward which 
commercial monopoly of the land is drifting; the lay- 
ing of tribute upon labor by a wholly useless class ; 
the “ rack-rent,” “ eviction,” disinheritance and mur- 
der, scarcely disguised ; and the inevitable reprisals 
which must follow—agrarian crimes, rebellions, as- 
sassinations. Will they never ask themselvs whether 
any true principle of property can involve such rob- 
bery, such mockery of justice, such national degrada- 
tion and general ruin? 

Absolute property in land givs to one man domin- 
ion over the inheritance of thousands, carrying with 
it virtually the power over life and death, liberty and 
slavery. “Occupying ownership, or possessory 
property, givs only to the worker security of title in 
possession to such land or goods as his labor has 
been joined to, while leaving to all others similar op- 
portunity. This is the natural and equitable law. 
No divine law can differ from it, and all human laws 
should conform to it. J. K. INGALLS. 

Oo 


Why Am I Not a Christian? 
A REPLY TO THE YOUNG MEN'S OHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION. 


GzxTLEMEN: You will permit me to thank you for 
your card, asking why I am not a Christian. And in 
my reply I shall endeavor to treat the subject fairly. 
Religion is a matter of policy, locality, and education. 
And of the thousand religions you hav selected your 
religion for the reason that you hav been educated to 
believe it the best. 
best, I believe it the worst; for it is heaven or hell 
for everybody, and almost everybody for hell. Now, 
I don’t like such a religion as that. 

And if any of your mothers hav died, and they 
were unbelievers, according to the creed of your 
church they are now in hell, and whilst they are 
weeping and wailing it is your duty to love and 
praise the one who sent them to that place of eternal 
agony and pain. You may like such a religion, but I 
do not. "There is no evidence that Mary, the mother 
of Christ. believed, or ever said, that her son was 
the son of God and, if she did believe that he was 
the son of God, she would hav been quite apt to 
say so, and if she did say so, the fact ought to 
hav been recorded, for her opinion on that subject 
ought to hav been as good or better than the opinion 
of others. Now, if she died with doubts as to who 
was the real father of her son, according to the Bible 
she is now in hell. I do not believe that Christ 
would damn his own mother, nor do I believe that 
you ought to love a God that has damned your 
mother. I hate such a religion as that. 

Truth cannot contradict itself. The Bible is filled 
with contradictions; therefore it cannot be true. 
Your religion is founded on the Bible and the belief 
that it is God’s word, but you differ in your opinions 
as to its real meaning—that is; you cannot under- 
stand the book. And you say that God knows every- 
thing and ean do everything ; then he knew that you 
could not understand, and did not want you to under- 
stand, or he would hav made the book so that you 
could understand, or else he had nothing to do with 
its making. It is either the one or the other, and you 
ean take your choice. : l 

A God that could make a universe, with its worlds 
and millions of stars so perfect as not to clash one 
with the other, ought to hav been able to make just 
one little book that would not so clash with itself as 
to make one a Presbyterian, another a Unitarian, and 
another one a Universalist, and then damn the 


But while you believe it the |! 


m 


Unitarian and the Universalist for not having been 
Presbyterians. Gentlemen, on your card you giv me 
several Bible passages, and I will now giv you one: 
“The fear of the Lord prolongeth days: but the days 
of the wicked shall be shortened" (Prov. xix, 2). 
Now, I do not fear the Lord; for if there is a God I 
do not; believe him to be one-half so bad as the Bible 
represents him to be, and yet I hav beaten you, who 
fear him, in the record of life, for I hav lived longer 
than most of you will liv; for, instead of my days 
having been shortened, I hav lived within a few days 
of the age of three score and ten—the full age 
allowed to man. Besides, by your authority, I hav 
proved that I am not a wicked man, for my days hav 
not been shortened. Now, if I am not wicked, why 
Should I be damned? 

Christ never hurt anybody in this world, but you 
think that he will not object to seeing almost every- 
body burnt in the next world. He never kept Sun- 
day asa holy day, believing, like Paul, that all days 
were alike, and I agree with him in that, but you are 
against him. And you want to know why I am not 
a Christian. Christ was a friend to the poor, and I 
sometimes hav given alittle. Let me giv a little item, 
clipped from one of our village papers. And when . 
you read it, if you feel like it, you can send me 
another card und ask why I am not a Christian: 

M. Babcock’s Christmas tree this year bore the sunny fruit 
of charity in the shape of envelopes containing five-dollar 
bills for several poor widows of St. John’s, and several 
dollars for poor boys. Mr. Babcock’s theology isn’t up to the 
orthodox standard, but when it comes to the solid religion of 
clothing the widow and feeding the orphan his record out- 
shines that of many who, neglecting to scatter sunshine in 
the paths of their less favored fellow-mortals, hope to mount 
to joys celestial on the clipped wings of creed and dogma. 

Now, you see, I did not giv much nor giv because 
I am so very fond of giving, but I thought it might 
suit Christ just as well to see me giv a little as it 
would to see me on my knees, or to see me paying a 
minister for praying and asking God to feed them. 
And if it suits him it will be cheaper for me, and it 
may be that it will be just as well for the widows. I 
hav given more than two hundred dollars to the 
clergy and the church, and yet they insist that I 
ought to be damned if I will not believe the Bible to 
be God’s word. So I hav stopped giving to the 
church, and wish to find a cheaper way of being 
saved than by the way of the church. g 

Now, let me giv an extract from a letter.of thanks 
which I received, and I only givit as a means of 
showing how much good a little gift may do, and 
how much better it was to giv as I did than to giv to 
the church. The writer says that she received a 
paper—it wasn’t a Christmas present, for after get- 
ting the paper. she said that she and her children had 
a spell of crying. So I infer that the paper was a 
Christmas notice to pay her rent or get out of the 
house. She writes: “I thank you for your kind and 
generous present. On Friday I had been given a 
paper, and then we had aspell of crying. Susie was 
taken sick, and when Johnnie came home she was 
asleep. When Johnnie gave me the envelope I could 
hardly believe what I read—‘Five dollars from 
Santa Claus.’ And when I took from it the new five- 
dollar bill I knew I was not dreaming. In our great 
joy we awoke Susie to tell her the good news. I 
shall save the money to commence my rent some- 
where else, and I am thankful to think it will keep a 
roof over our heads for five weeks. To-day I think 
the sun has shone with a softer light than it ever did 
before, and I think, too, the Lord made you his 
agent to help us in our distress. May he reward you 
a hundredfold !" s 

Now, gentlemen, I hav some doubts as to the pro- 
priety of publishing these items, but when you ask 
why am I not a Christian, I must say something. I 
want you to work a little more humanity into your 
religion, and treat Christ with more respect than to 
believe that he will damn any man for his honest 
opinons. But you say that I was born a sinner. 
Well, I am not to blame for that any more than a 
black man is to blame for having been born black. 
And it would be just, as reasonable to damn him for 
his color as to damn me for having been born a sinner. 

"This poor woman, you will notice, thinks that I am 
an agent of the Lord. Well, if I work for God and 
furnish my own money and do just what he wants me 
to do, and charge nothing for my work, I don't be- 
lieve that he will ever damn such an agent. "Thefaet 
is, if there is a God, and if Christ ever lived, I hav a 
better opinion of them than you hav. You hav my 
kindest regards and best wishes. M. Bazcocx. 

St. John’s, Mich., Jan. 20, 1887. 

—— eote 
How Would the *Rogue's March” Answer? 
From the Central Presbyterian, 

In one of the Richmond churches we heard last Sunday 
one of the most touching and earnest appeals to the sinner 
we ever listened to—and what thereupon followed? A hymn 
was sung, the benediction pronounced, and then the 
musicians in the gallery struck up in the briskest and 
loudest strains a quick-step march from a popular opera, 
and so sent the congregaticn almost dancing out of the 


church. 


— 9 — — 
Senn to Tug Trura Srrxrn office for a catalog of 
the books we hav for sale. The catalog is free. 
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Jan. 31, 1887. 
News and Notes. 


Rome City, Ind., is a village of about six hundred 
inhabitants. I was met at the station by our friend 
Ithamar Eddy, in the midst of a driving rain, and 
went with him to his home, about four miles in the 
couniry, where I had a good Saturday night's rest. 
Rome City is quite à summer resort. From thirty 
to fifty thousand people come here on pleasant Sun- 
days from every direction. Forty excursion trains 
break the Sabbath day, but nothing is said, since it is 
for the “benefit of clergy.” When ministers can 
make anything by Sunday violation, they are perfectly 
willing to undertake the job. The buildings con- 
nected with the island, river, park, ete., are owned by 
the railroad company, but are given for use to any 
parties who desiré to get up attractions, and the Meth- 
odist clergymen are ready to avail themselvs of this 
opportunity for a “religious racket" and big excur- 
sions and big gate-money. Twenty-five cents admis- 
sion to every poor pilgrim who wants to hear the 
gospel of this “summer-land.” Talmage, Sam Jones, 
Bill Nye, and other notorieties hav been here under 
the auspices of the church, and enormous crowds hav 
attended. The clergy are up to a trick or two worthy 
of Barnum himself. For an advertising dodge, giv 
me a few Methodist elders. They put their work in 
fine, Sabbath days and all. It was announced that a 
man would ride a bicycle on the Jake, thus emulating 
in modern style the miracle of Jesus, for to ride in a 
bicycle over the water is certainly as difficult a pere- 
grination as to walk. Thousands came to see the 

: wondrous spectacle. Of course they had to listen to 
a round of sermons before the marvel appeared—and 
what was the marvel? Simply a contrivance by 
which a bicycle was put upon a small flatboat and 
used as an instrument for paddling—a very ordinary 
sort of humbug. And I guess all Christian miracles 
would pan out just the same way if exploited in the 
light of the nineteenth century. Of course the whole 
affair was a transparent fiction, a lying for the glory 
of God, but it brought money, and the ministers 
waxed fat, and no doubt laughed in one another's 
faces at the gullibility of the people and rejoiced: in 
their devout cunning. 

It is proposed to hav a Freethought convention 
here some time, and I think it might be a grand suc- 
cess. There are many Liberals in Noble and adjacent 
counties, and, in fact, throughout northern Indiana. 
It is easy of access from all parts, railroad connec- 


tions are good, and I believe that on some bright 
summer's day we could gather an immense number; 
but I should want to hav the clerk of the weather 
thoroughly on our side and furnish a first-class holi- 
day, all jeweled with blue skies and silver, fleecy 
clouds, and musical with soft winds, for I notice that 
Liberals don’t like to go to meeting in mud and rain. 
I presume arrangements will some time be made for 
a grand rally of our forces at Rome City. 

Sunday, January 23d, was like an April day, and 
rain and shine kept coming and going, and getting 
mixed up in marvelous fashion. When the sun was 
shining brightly the rain kept pouring down. Itdid 
not like to quit, but I had a full house after all. Mr. 
Corbin, Dr. Williams, and others are pleasant friends 
and good workers, and I quite enjoyed my visit to 
Rome City, and look forward with high hope to the 
future organization of our forces here. i 

Mr. S. W. Devenbough, whom I met at Cassadaga 
Congress, and who was present at the New York 
State Convention this year, and who is an enthusi- 
astic and outspoken Liberal, in spite of the stormy 
outlook came several miles to the lecture with his 
wife and daugbter, and I went with him to his 
pleasant home in Brimfield, where I spent Sunday 
night. Nearly thirty years ago he came to this spot, 
covered with the “forest primeval,” and began with his 
ax to hew a home in the wilderness. Amid many dif- 
ficulties he conquered stubborn nature, and now has 
one of the handsomest and best farms in the state, 
with elegant residence, big barn, and all the com- 
fortable aspects of country life Mr. and Mrs. 
Devenbough, like sensible Liberals who don't look 
forward to harp playing as a reward for this world's 
toil, hav enjoyed the fruits of their work in pleasure 
and refinement here and now—in delightful travels 
over Europe, California, ete.—and B0 I found this a 
model Secular family, where leisure and noble de- 
light blend with laborious days. I was quite 
refreshed by its natural and enlivening hospitality. I 
expect on my return to see these friends again and 
inaugurate something of a Liberal campaign in Noble 
county, including Rome City, Kendallsville, Albion, 
Ligonier, ete. 

Monday was a lovely day, and the ride to Kendalls- 
ville over the sparkling snow was invigorating and 
gave me good courage for the long jump eastward, 
three hundred miles, to the blazing camp-fires of 
Linesville, Pa. I feel very much like a spirit—a 
witch, indeed—I hav been taking so many night- 
rides, traversing immense and shadowy spaces, star- 
lighted, moonlighted, or domed with impenetrable 
clouds. I hav been flying along, not on a broom- 
stick, however, as I should hav had to do a hundred 
years ago. The Lucifer of to-day has provided much 
better accommodations for those who want to take a 
fast trip. 

I did not get to Linesville until Tuesday. Mean- 
while, Saturday, Sunday, and Monday, the fort had 
been held with courage and endurance by those two 
bright stars of the feminin persuasion, Mrs. Free- 
man and Mrs. Reynolds, and I understand from good 
authority that we men were not missed a single bit; 
that, in fact, the women did a little better than we 
could hav done; and this I most potently believe. 
Mrs. Freeman has won golden opinions. She is a 
most ready speaker, good for a long discourse or for 
a short, brilliant speech. Her lectures are both 
thoughtful and sparkling, and entertain and instruct. 
Those who want something bright, witty, progressiv, 
sensible, must secure the services of this talented 
lady.. Now that she has consented to enter the gen- 
eral lecture field, I hope. that Liberal societies will 
keep her busy. l 

Mrs. Reynolds, brave and patient while the clouds 
of orthodox persecution are threatening, is doing val- 
uable service by her earnest words, and is especially 
worthy of generous support now that her husband, 
Mr. Reynolds, is at the point of issue where the 
lightnings of religious hate hav the opportunity to 
strike with force and desolating power. 

Mr. Charles Watts arrived on the noon train from 
Pittsburgh. His wife has just met with a serious 
accident—a fall from a carriage—which at one time 
seemed quite dangerous, and prevented Mr. Watts 
from fulfilling lecture engagements. At last accounts, 
however, Mrs. Watts was recovering. Our valiant 
comrade needs our hearty sympathy, for the pioneer 
work is severe enough if we hav. health and strength. 
With sickness, especially of loved ones absent, the 
strain upon one’s vitality is simply terrific. 


Mr. Watts spoke with his usual impetuous and in- 


structiv eloquence, and gave three discourses during 
the remaining sessions of the meeting; and so did 
the secretary, mainly upon the “Nine Demands of 
Liberalism,” and the importance of organization. 

I had to leave Linesville Wednesday afternoon, 
before the big ball came off, with the music and 
dancing, the yellow-legged chickens, mince pies, etc., 
besides the array of “fair women and brave men,” and 
those who know the mind of the secretary will realize 
that he obeyed the summons to duty very unwilling- 
ly. But he must be at Waterloo, Ind., Thursday 
night, and delays this season of the year, with ice 
and thaw, are dangerous. 

Mr. G. W. Baldwin, our stanch captain at Lines- 


ville, had his forces in good order, and with Mr. C. 
D. Thayer, our good Nestor; Mr. Butler, the chair- 
man; Mr. Hamlin, who as usual furnished excellent 
music, assisted by Mr. A. M. Freeman, of Chicago, 
who fingered the light guitar, and Mr. Thorp Wil- 
liams and sister, who made exhilarating strains, so 
that if we had been in a Methodist camp-meeting we 
should hav shouted, Glory hallelujah! Mr. D. G. 
Brockaway, of Farmdale; Mr. A. Morey, of Gusta- 
vus; Mrs. Dr. Bookes, of Helena, Neb.; C. B. Brooks, 
Mr. John Bissell, etc., altogether made our ranks full 
of hope and good cheer, spite of the low mutterings 
of the orthodox party who didn't like to see Liberals 
quite so contented and happy. 

I expect to visit Farmdale, Ohio, on my return. 
There is quite a knot of Liberals here, and an effort 
will be made for organization. Thus the fields of 
labor are continually opening. 

Another midnight ride, and the iron horse dash- 


Ling through the blue and golden gates of morning, 


and I arrive at Waterloo. Iam met by that indom- 
itable pioneer, E. R. Shoemaker, who bears almost all 
the burden of the campaign here, but he is able to do 
it. However, I found other good allies, Mr. Kelly, 
etc., and with Mr. Shoemaker spent a few hours in 
seeing the friends who fall into line at the summons, 
and are ready to keep our banner at the front. Mr. 
Remsburg has already been here, and I think that 
Waterloo wil make a good live point eventually. 
Without doubt there will be an organization of our 
Liberal forces in this place and vicinity. 

I lectured in the Reformed church, as it is called. 
This makes two churches that I hav lectured in since 
I began this trip. I begin to feel quite evangelical. 
‘The droppings of the sanctuary are upon me. Times 
change. The Reformed church would hav burnt 
me once. It now givs me a comfortable reception. 

Gen. Blair, of Waterloo, presided over the meeting, 
and with cordial remarks made the introduction of 
the speaker favorable. 

The church was full to overflowing, although two 
revivals were going on at the same time. We had 
good music by Mr. Bergman and his band, and it 
was of the. right sort—cheery, secular, inspiring—and 
this added charm helped me to giv my discourse 
with better effect. A considerable number of Chris- 
tians were present, and listened with apparent good 
nature to my criticisms of the ancient faith. My sub- 
ject was “ Universal Mental Liberty." As by taking 
another midnight train I could arrive in Chicago in 
time for the Paine celebration, it was proposed that I 
giv my lecture, “The New Heaven and Earth," the 
next night. I left it for the audience to decide, and by 
a unanimous rising vote it was resolved that the second 
lecture should be given, so I remain over for this 
Friday evening, and proceed to Chicago to-night. 

I am now at the farm home of Mr. Shoemaker, a 
beautiful place three miles out of Waterloo. Mr. and 
Mrs. Shoemaker and their two sons, who are at home, 
are intelligent Freethinkers, and it is a pleasure to be 
in this family, amid the broad acres, where you hav 
plenty of room to stir about. However, I hug the 
Stove to-day as I write these notes, for the skies are 
thick with clouds, and the winds are howling with a 
sort of melancholy thunder, and the pine-trees are do- 
ing their level best to make one feel blue, and on the 
whole it looks as if we wouldn't hav a very pleasant 
evening for the lecture. However, the die is cast, 
and we must buckle on our armor. If there are but 
few of us, we will hav a good time—ring out the old, 
ring in the new—under the very roof of the church 
itself. To-morrow and Sunday next I shall be in 
Chicago; Feb. 5th and 6th, at Fort Madison, Iowa ; 
Feb. 8th, at Belton, Mo.; Feb. 9th and 10th, at Ba- 
varia, Kansas; Feb. 11th, 12th, and 13th, at Salina, 
Kansas; Feb. 14th 15th, at Brookville, Kansas. I 
am in hopes, if time allows, to lecture at Haven and 
Windom, Kansas, on my way to Fort Dodge. I ex- 
pect to be at Fort Dodge on Feb. 20th ; Garden City, 
Kansas, Feb. 21st and 22d. I find I must change my 
dates for Denver ; I shall bethere March 6th and 13th, 
and not Feb. 27th, as before announced. I hopeto go to 
Greeley, Longmont, Boulder City, Central City, Colo- 
rado Springs, while in Colorado. Will friends at these 
places interest themselvs in this matter, and arrange 
for lectures. I shall be at Los Angeles, Santa Ana, 
Tulare, and other places in Southern California from: 
March 13th to April 1st. During April I expect to 
be at San Francisco, Oakland, San Jose, etc., and in 
other places in California until June 1st. I shall be 
in Portland, Oregon, Baker City, etc., in June, and in 
Washington Territory in July. I want friends at 
these places to correspond with me at the earliest 
possible moment in order that I can arrange the lect- 
ures two or three months beforehand. My perma- 
nent address while en route is 750 W. Lake street, 
Chicago. All letters sent there will be forwarded. 

Sauuzr P. Puram. 

Waterloo, Ind., Jan 28, 1887. 
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S. P. Purwam has generously foregone his claim to 
nearly a thousand dollars due to him as secretary, in 
order that the American Secular Union may work on 
in the new year untrammeled by debt. Religious 
journals please copy.—London Freethinker, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, FEBRUARY 5, 1887. 


85 


Paine Celebrations. 


AT THE MANHATTAN LIBERAL CLUB. 


An audience that crowded the hall to its outside 
limits assembled at the rooms of the Manhattan Lib- 
eral Club on the evening of the 28th, to take part in 
the Paine anniversary services. The regular speaker 
of the evening, Dr. R. G. Eccles, had kindly given 
way, by request, that the evening might be devoted 
to recalling and rendering more sacred the memory of 
the Author-Hero of the Revolution. 

Mr. Wakeman presided. He had hoped to secure 
on this occasion the attendance of Dr. VanBuren 
Denslow, the biographer of. Paine in a work called 
* Modern Thinkers,” but Mr Denslow was unavoida- 
bly kept away. phy 

Mr. E. W. Chamberlain, after saying that a poem 
which he was about to read was the grandest one 
ever written, gave the extracts from Miller Hagaman’s 
poem on * Liberty,” printed in Taz TRUTH SEEKER of 
Dec. 25, 1886. This poem, as Mr. Chamberlain said, 
embodied the spirit of Thomas Paine’s writings. 

Mr, Wakeman made the address of the evening, 
taking the Positivistic view of Paine, and showing 
that it is not his mere destructiv work that consti 
tutes his strongest claim to our respect. 

Following Mr. Wakeman, there was a piano solo by 
Mrs. Randolph, who played an original piece, copies 
of which were on sale for the benefit of the Working- 
men’s Free Library. Professor Wessel gave a violin 
performance of great merit. Mrs. Hinton recited a 
. poem, and was recalled to giv another ; and Miss Rus- 
sell sang two songs very sweetly. Mr. Wakeman spoke 
briefly, saying that there still survived in the United 
States two of the old-time Thomas Paine Liberals— 
Capt. George Loyd, of New Rochelle N. Y., and 
Horace Seaver, of Boston. Captain Loyd was pres- 
ent in theaudience. Some token should be sent from 
New York to Boston on this occasion, and Captain 
Loyd would say what that should be. 

The venerable Captain Loyd told about the present 
tenure of the land around Paine’s monument, and 
said further that he had cut a limb from a tree that 
once grew over the grave of Paine. As Mr. Wake- 
man was going to Boston to attend the Paine anni- 
versary proceedings, he would send this limb to Mr. 
Seaver, with a suitable inscription. 

Further exercises consisted of more music from 
Professor Wessel’s violin, and a short address by Mr. 
Gunton, in which the latter pointed out that the way to 
secure the liberty which Paine advocated was to abol- 
ish poverty. Poor men could never be free men. 

In his closing remarks Mr. Wakeman said that 
Paine had showed that poverty and suffering could 
be largely done away with when men should inaugu- 
rate the universal republic, the federation of the world. 

Everything had passed off so smoothly and inter- 
estingly that the audience nearly forgot the flight of 
time, and it was at a late hour that the meeting 
broke up. , 

Friday evening, the 4th, Dr. Eccles givs his lecture 
on “Evolution Illustrated by a Flower.” 

AT THE SOCIETY OF HUMANITY. 

On the evening of the 29th, there was an anniver- 
sary celebration and sociable at the parlors of the So- 
ciety of Humanity, at 28 Lafayette Place. The com- 
mittee having the affair in charge had decorated the 
rooms for the occasion and prepared a fine program. 
A large crayon portrait of Paine, from Tse Trurs 
SzzxrR office, hung on the wall back of the speaker's 
stand, and this was surrounded by a half dozen silk 
copies of the Stars and Stripes, which Mr. Eckhard 
had bought, and which the young ladies of the com- 
mittee had festooned about the picture with becoming 
taste. Large flags extended from the center to each 
side of the room, and above them all an illuminated 
placard bore this motto: 


i The world is my Country; to do good, my Religion. 

The rain fell in torrents all the afternoon and even- 
ing, which fact is here mentioned casually and not be- 
cause it had anything to do with the meeting. Amid the 
prevailing dampness the members kept dry the pow- 
der of enthusiasm. For lecture occasions the society 
has borrowed the chairs which Mr. Reynolds uses in 
his tent, and these were nearly all filled when, at 9 
o'clock, Dr. Ned Foote called the assemblage to or- 
der, and introduced Mr. Edward King, who spoke 
for about thirty minutes on the traits in Paine's char- 
acter which made it appropriate that this society 
should commemorate his birth. Mr. King read ex- 
tracts from many writers and historians, showing how 
great were the Author-Hero’s services in the cause of 
civil liberty, and expressed a belief that Paine de- 
served a place in the Positivistic calendar, although 
Comte had not seen fit to accord him that honor. 
Mr. King would not attempt to eulogize Paine. 
Robert Ingersoll had taken that task in hand, and 
with his last word on the subject the force of eulogy 
had ceased, Nothing more could be done than to re- 
peat the words of the great Liberal orator. Paine 
was constructiv as well as destructiv, and wrote his 
“ Age of Reason” when he did in order, as he said, 
that, amid the general uprooting of superstition then 
going on, morality might be preserved. Mr. King’s 


Mr. Tonks, and Mr. Reynolds made a brief and stir- 
ring address. 
musicians took-the platform, and dancing ensued. It 
might be deemed invidious to point out any one 


dancer than as an orator. 


address contained much that was new and interest- 
ing as touching the scientific and historical value of 
Paine’s work, and was received with hearty tokens of 
approval by the audience. 

Colon&i Ingersoll was expected to attend, and 
would hav liked to be there. The reason for his ab- 
sence is given in the following letter: 

89 5TH AVE., Jan. 29, 1887. 

My Dear Maoponatp: Yesterday I had an operation per- 
formed on my throat. To-day I am speaking, as an Irishman 
would say, only in whispers. I would like to be with you 
honoring the memory of the man who did more for liberty 
than all the popes, cardinals, archbishops, bishops, priests, 
and clergymen that ever lived on the fears and ignorance of 
the human race. They were and are the friends of God, 
whereas Paine was the friend of man, and every man should 
be his friend. Yours truly, R. Q. INGERSOLL. 


There were recitations by Mrs. Mazenovitch and 


tell yarns. Finally the crowd overflowed the place and blocked 
up the entrance to it. Then the colonel went outside. The 
boys were all feeling well under the potency of words and 
drinks, and every man, woman, and child within the sound 
his voice loved him. Directly the colonel was asked to make 
aspeech. This was what he was working for, and a minute 
later he was on & box and addressing the crowd—and it was 
a right rough crowd, too. No lecture that great orator has 
ever delivered contained so much that was good in it. It 
fairly bubbled over with good will and the milk of human 
kindness. He pictured how regretfully the North took up 
arms against the South, reminding his hearers that they had 
fired the first shot in their assault upon Fort Sumter. Then 
he went off on slavery, placing the poor white before him in 
the place of the unfortunate blacks, a people with souls and 
all the instincts of the whites, but down-trodden for no other 
reason than that they were black. He pictured the scenes, 
when those who had held human souls in bondage werc 
called before the judgment throne to answer for decds done 
in the flesh. It was a touching appeal, and brought out 
streams of tears and storms of applause from the very men 
who had but a few hours before shot at and captured him. 
At the moment when the most pathetic passages in his 
speech were being delivered, Gen. Forrest, the Confederate 
cavalryman whose command had made the capture, rushed 
into the crowd, all aglow with excitement, but not anger, and 
exclaimed: ‘Here, Ingersoll, stop that speech and I'll ex- 
change you for a Government mule.’ A short time after- 
ward Colonel Ingersoll was paroled. He was demoralizing 
the whole of that whole command, and would have had it re- 
volting against its commander had he been allowed to go on 
for two or three days as he had on the first day.” 


Then the chairs were removed, the 


among so many well-meaning people as especially de- 
serving of mention, but it would be unjust to conceal 
the fact that Mr. King is scarcely less graceful as a 
It is intended to preserve 
the social feature of the occasion, and to hav social 
meetings at these parlors as often as practicable. 


am 


The Catholic Church. 


What! Yankeedom be but an appanage 
Bestowėd by the pope of Rome 

On the younger son of some saintly name 
Under St. Peter's.-dome? 

Out on the old hagmalion! 
The mother of scarlet knaves! 

We're needing no son of that mother 
To tread on our fathers’ graves. 


Another About His Dog. 

Colonel Fellows isa great admirer of dogs, and doesn't hav 
to observe which way the tail curls to judge whether the 
breed is good or not. It is also easier for him to reach down 
and pat s good dog's head than for Commissioner Brennan. 
The other day a superb Irish setter stuck his nose into the 
colonel's hand unbewares as he stood discussing County De- 
mocracy affairs in the Hoffman. The colonel was charmed, 
and patted the shaggy red head, saying, ‘‘ You're a fine 
fellow; who's your master?" The setter slowly shook his 
head. “He heard what I said, and he doesn't know who his 
masteris. Did yousee him shake his head ?" said the colonel. 

‘ That's Bob Ingersoll's famous Irish setter, colonel,” said 
a gentleman. 

*Ingersol's! There you hav proof. The dog's an Ag- 
nostic, too,” and the colonel patted the setter ugain, and with 
the touch of increased respect. 

e 


A Roman Catholic Fetich. 
From the San Francisco Argonaut. 

And now, while we hav the Heaminer in band, we will 
publish an extract from its edition of July 7th. It illustrates, 
we think, the relation that exists between religious bigotry 
and political cowardice. It demonstrates the attitude which 
a Democratic newspaper holds to the Catholic church. We 
giv this wonderful item of politico-religious information, and 
ask intelligent Romanists to imagin how such a thing must 
appear to the non-religious man or the man without faith. 
If it is not too severe a strain, let him reflect how the aver- 
age, level-headed, common-sense, Protestant-minded individ- 
ual must regard such arrant nonsense as this idolatry of a 
piece of rotten wood, when there is not one chance in a mill- 
ion that the sacred splinter came from the true cross. And 
if it did, it is not of the least consequence in tho world. Let 
us giv the item before we continue our criticism : 


We're needing no high cockalorum 
With pallium, surplice, and pyx, 

No rosary humbugging prayer-wheels, 
No dryrotting crucifix ; 

No masses, or Vespers, or matins, 
No altars, or fonts, or shrines; 

No jeweled, cross-fashioned tiaras, 
No cannibal food and wines. 


We laugh at your saintly relics, 
Your crosses and Holy Grails, 
Your musty old bones of the martyrs, 
Your. parings of Peter's nails: 
From Constantine down to Pius— 
The ninth of that name I mean, 
Who made the ‘ immaculate Mary " 
-Not a whit less ** unclean.” 


We're a nation of simple Yankees, 
And down upon saints and such, 
And if asked if we needed salvation, 
We'd answer at once, ** Not much!" 
Away with your antique doins’! 
Your rigmarole trash at Rome ; 
We've quite enough of the wretched stuff 
Among ourselvs here at home. 


AS witness the muss at Andover, 
Where wiseacres seek to know 
. The chances of soul salvation 
Of the dead of the long ago. 
To the souls of the Pliocene period 
Some offer to giv a lift; 

From that *way back to the Simian line— 
At least the ** Flint Folk o' the Drift.” 
We've enough to do in these stirring times, 

To help in the struggle of life; 
To us the great question of questions: 
The boss and the worker's strife. 
Wed rather a million times over 
Hav plenty and peace at home, 
Than all of the spiritual ** fixin's " 
Of the Vatican at Rome. 
——— 9 —9——— — —— 
A Story About Colonel Ingersoll. 
From the Sun. ; 

** I served in Col. Bob Ingersoll’s command,” said a veteran 
of the Ochiltree Club at the panorama of Bull Run this morn- 
ing, “and whenever I want to hav a good laugh I recall in 
my mind the incidents connected with his capture in Ten- 
nessce. I hav seen somewhere a cruel paragraph to the 
effect that the colonel surrendered very willingly, and I want 
to brand that falsehood for just what it is. A braver man I 
never saw in five years of service. We were scattered over 
a good dealof territory surrounding & village at the time the 
colonel was taken in and cared for by the Johnnies. We 
were in a skirmish at the time, and the colonel was trying to 
get to a demoralized wing of his command. As he was 
passing through a series of cattle pens he was surrounded by 
a lot of Confederates and commanded to surrender, but he 
didn’t do it worth acent. He kept right on, running at 
breakneck speed. He was not so stout then as now, and a8 
a pedestrian he was no slouch. The bullets were flying 
about him thick as hail. If he could get to another branch 
of his command he felt that he could rally the boys and win 
the fight. A number of his men saw that he was in im- 
minent peril, and that if he didn’t surrender he would be 
killed, and they yelled at him at the top of their voices to 
stop and surrender. He heeded, but I could that he did so 
with regret and disgust. Here is where the humor began. 
When the colonel stopped he threw up his hands and 
screamed out ‘Stop firing! PI! acknowledge your —— old 
Confederacy!’ The colonel was taken over to a store for 


Tur Savior’s OnosS—Tur PORTION OF YT OBTAINED BY Sr. Fran- 
cis's Cuurcu.—A venerated treasure has been acquired by the peo 
ple attending St. Francis's church, on whom the Redemptorist 
Fathers hav bestowed a portion of our savior’s cross. Archbishop 
Riordan has affirmed the genuinness of the wood, which 1s inclosed 
under glass in a small silver reliquary, fastened to the wall by the 
side of the blessed Virgin’s altar and under tbe large crucifix left 
by the missionaries at the close of their labors in the church. The 
holy rood upon which the Redeemer died is at the palace of the 
Pontiff, in Rome, and a remarkable fact recorded of it, as is at- 
tested by the faithful, is that, notwithstanding how many pieces or 
splinters rather, are taken therefrom. it never diminishes, 

Weare glad to know that our most worthy Archbishop 
Riordan has so mastered the legend of the discovery of the 
true cross by the Empress Helena nearly four hundred years 
after its use for the crucifixion of Christ—if it was ever so 
used—that he can affirm the genuinness of the wood. We 
hope it may do a great deal of good, and in case the church 
should burn, let the faithful be not in the least degree 
despondent lest they should be unable to get another genuin 
splinter, because this particular piece of wood possesses the 
miraculous power of reproducing itself; and if this miracu- 
lous power of self-multiplication fail, let it be known that 
reliquary sellers hav never been out of genuin splinters, and 
never will be, so long as they command a good price, 
which bigotry and ignorance are always willing to pay. Is 
it a wonder that in this nineteenth century, this age of intel- 
ligence, there should be found men and women who will 
sneer at such pretensions, and refuse to belicve in a religion 
that must be supported by such idiotic nonsense as this? 

——— —9-4-99— ————— 


Leetures and Meetings. 


Tue Association of Moralistg is a Liberal organization now 
in the twelfth year of its existence. It has some remarkable 
features. A copy of the constitution will he sent to any 
address on receipt of & one-cent stamp. Address Dr. A. R. 
Ayres, secretary of the Society of Moralists, Hannibal, Mo. 


W. F. Jamieson gave his tenth Sunday evening lecture in 
Denver, Col., before an audience that packed Unity church, 


safe keeping, and he proved to be a great curiosity. People 
flocked around him, listened to his stories, laughed, and de- 
clared that they were having more fun than they ever had in 
their lives. 

*« That night the colonel sat around the store till a goodly 
number of the rebels came in, &nd then he began to treat and 


extra chairs having been brought in, and many turned away 
unable to gain entrance. His subject was the fifth of a series 
of discourses on “Immortality,” being entitled "My Per- 
sonal Experience in Modern Spiritualism.” He is now filling 
his Nebraska engagements: Minden, Central City, Osccola, 
Stromsburg, Wilber, Waverly, Argo, Omaha. Address at 
Denver, Col. 
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Communications. 


Christian Absurdities. 


The Christian’s duty is narrowed down to reading 
- an old book, and bowing down to his great Sponta- 
gligasticus, and to giving him a great deal of cheap 
advice; and to thinking how his God is filled with 
pure cussedness because & woman ate an apple six 
thousand years ago. The true Christian can be of 
but little service to his kind, for his time will be 
mostly spent in trying to beat the devil, and doing 
the agreeable to the “great first cause least under- 
stood.” 

The Christian teaches that a certain individual was 
executed nearly two thousand years ago, and through 
his blood all can escape the consequences of wrong- 
doing. Is it possible that the great interests of the 
world can be made to hinge on such a circumstance? 

What does it matter to the thousands of starving 
poor; huddled together in tenement-houses like 
beasts, whether Christ died for them or somebody 
else, or whether he died at all or not. What they 
want is better conditions, better houses, better food 
and clothing—not blood. To them the blood of 
Christ will do no more good than any other blood. 
The man who is more interested in imaginary beings 
in the skies than he is in the suffering ones ought to 
be treated as an outlaw. 

The blood of Christ will never reach the brothels 
and rum-holes and slums, scattered all through the 
land, like scars after the small-pox. The teacher is 
more needed than the preacher. The great want of 
the peopleis practical knowledge—less talk about the 
efficacy of blood and more practical work—more 
humanity and less Christianity. The soup-houses 
and cheap dinners which have been furnished in 
some of the large cities have helped the poor more 
than all the missionaries who have made fools of 
themselves among the heathen. 

We want to stop fooling with gods and saviors, 
and by and through our own efforts make the poor 
and suffering understand that we are their real 
saviors. "What good will it do to tell the human 
vermin that swarm our cities—sleeping in dry-goods 
boxes and gangways, and living on garbage—that 
they must look to a crucified savior? Out upon such 
nonsense! When will men learn that the blessings 
of heaven can do us no good on the' earth—that the 
blessings to ourselves and others must come through 
the efforts of our own heads and hands. When will 
men get off their knees and leave off their sky enter- 
prises and turn their gaze from heaven to earth? 

Christianity has been long and faithfully tried. It 
originated in ignorance, and ignorance has been a 
characteristic feature of its adherents until the pres- 
ent time. For a thousand years it held the people of 
Europe in the midnight of darkness. From the time 
it was firmly established it has been characterized by 
persecution and slaughter. Wherever Christianity 
has had the power it has murdered and imprisoned, 
roasted and robbed, wih a savage ferocity. 

The most deadly strifes and terrible encounters re- 
corded in the world’s history have taken place among 
Christian nations. The inventive genius of the Chris- 
tians has been taxed to produce weapons which would 
reduce to froth the greatest number of Christian 
brains in the shortest time. Remember the mission 
of Christianity was not to bring peace, but a sword. 

There has scarcely been a war since the Christian 
era unless some Christian nation has had a hand in 
it. For hundreds of years Christianity did not find 
out that drunkenness was a crime, or decency and 
cleanliness a virtue. In this country in an early day 
ministers frequently took grain in payment for their 
services, and had it distilled into whisky. Many of 
them kept a bountiful supply on hand, and frequent- 
ly indulged, even to inebriation. For many years the 
church was the “tower of strength” to slavery— 
church-members and ministers owning slaves, and 
selling babes from the breast of mothers, and some- 
times their own children, into bondage. One devout 
Christian declared “that each year he meant to de- 
vote one slave to the interest of Zion.” Not unfre- 
quently the prayer of the slave-owner and the sound 
of the driver’s whip could be heard from the same 
plantation. 

In some mysterious way, erime and some of the 
most evil practices have followed the missionary to 
every clie. A faithful account of all the prostitu- 
tion in every Christian country would be appalling. 
In the most Christian society, even in the churches, 
practices obtain which are little better than prostitu- 
tion. Hundreds of women can be found in the 
churches living with men who can in no just sense be 
called their husbands—men for whom they never had 
any affinity; men whom they never loved; men whom 
they married because they were rich, without any re- 
gard to the eternal fitness of things. Where is the 
difference between such practices and open prostitu- 
tion? In both instances the woman is in the market 
for money. 

The church has always assumed authority in these 
matters; and when these unholy alliances produce 
nothing but gall and aconite, and when these disgust- 


he gets to heaven. 


ed parties seek to free themselves from such loath- 
some bonds, the church puts up his hands in holy 
horror, and exclaims, ' What God has joined together 
let no man put asunder" But it should remem- 
bered that the stock in trade of the church are forms 
and ceremonies, and not principles. 

The church prates about licentiousness and lewd- 
ness—about license and obscenity, free love, and all 
that, but never rebukes this high-handed adultery 
when it is under the forms of the church. 

No one will trust a man because he is a Christian. 
Not one of them could draw a dollar from a bank on 
his church certificate, f 

Almost every paper brings intelligence of some 
Christian getting away with unearned money. Bank 
robberies are frequent ; forgeries are so common as to 
excite little comment ; jails and poorhouses are full ; 
executions for murder are matters of daily occurrence; 
seductions and elopements, infanticide and suicide, 
are occurring in almost every neighborhood. Money 
everywhere obtains place and power. Legislators, 


both state and national, sell out, and so readily that 


the price is taken into account by capitalists and 
corporations when a new scheme is projected. Even 
Christians have no confidence in each other. Suits 
at law often occur between Christians, in which one 
swears a lie directly into the teeth of another. 
Neither has one Christian nation any confidence in 
another. It does beat all how the peaceful influence 
of the meek and lowly Jesus has set his followers to 
cutting each other's throats. 

Such are the fruits of the Christian religion after a 
trial of two thousand years. Christianity has never 
made men better, but it has made thousands worse. 
John Calvin, Torquemada, and all the witch-burners 
and woman-whippers might have been decent men if 
it had not been for their religion. Christianity has 
sacrificed millions upon millions in holy wars. It 
has tortured and murdered tens of thousands for 
opinion's sake. It has murdered other tens of thou- 
sands for the unmeaning crime of witchcraft. 

With all these facts before our eyes, after this long 
and faithful trial, is it not about time to run down 
the curtains, put out the footlights, close the doors, 
and pronounce Christianity a failure? 

Some of the most depraved men who ever cursed 
the world have been the most zealous Christians. 
Nothing is more natural than for guilty persons to 
become devout. Having sinned beyond the world's 
forgiveness, they seek forgiveness in heaven. Having 
violated every principle of decency and justice, and 
brought upon themselves the just condemnation of 
all good people, they seek the consolations of religion. 
The bloodthirsty murderer, Constantine, was a case 
in point. Some of the most devout Christians are 
found in states prison. Nearly every man who 
mounts the scaffold is attended by his spiritual ad- 
viser, gives utterance to orthodox sentiments, and 
when the drop falls, another spirit becomes the tenant 
of that “mansion in the skies not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens.” Too vile for earth, he is 
twitched to heaven with a rope, where only the pure 
can enter. Perhaps the poor victim whom he mur- 
dered, although a moral and upright man, has never 
had a “ change of heart,” and he must roast in hel). 
This is the Christian’s idea of it. The Christian is 
always full of repentance, but seldom mends. 

Every time the Christian gets scared about hell he 
repents. As soon as the scare is over, he goes back 
to his old tricks. 

The Christian religion has been a declaration of 
war against every instinct of our nature. A cardinal 
doctrine is that it is wicked for one to be happy until 
Then he is to be rendered eter- 
nally happy by wearing white robes, without anyone 
to wash them, and all the time he is to keep flapping 
a beautiful pair of wings, which will sprout out on 
his shoulders, and twang a harp without cessation. 
If you are happy here, you cannot be happy here- 
after. The way to fill heaven with smiles is to wear 
a long face here. If one is inclined to enjoy himself 
here, he is on the broad road to hell. To be sure of 
eternal life, one must look and act as if he was struck 
with eternal death. He is the most acceptable who 
is the most miserable. To be on your knees.and re- 
gard yourself as a worm of the dust is to be godlike. 
To be a bold and independent thinker and investi- 
gator is always to be partaking of the forbidden fruit. 
To make a hell of this life is to escape hell in a life 
to come. So the Christian fixes it. 

For hundreds of years the doctrine was current 
that all men were born in sin; in other words, were 
hell-deserving. Sin could not enter the kingdom of 
heaven, therefore every child that died, although free 
from crime, must be handed over to the superintend- 
ent of the plutonian regions, because a woman ate an 
apple six thousand years ago. See yon group of 
merry children sporting on the green; hear the inno- 
cent ripple of laughter. Are these innocents hell- 
deserving? Who can look upon such a group and 
say they are totally depraved—that they are born in 
sin? I could only loathe and detest a God who 
would consign such a group of innocents to endless 
torments. And yet for centuries the church taught 
this horrible doctrine. Oh, what a God! Oh, what 


' & system ! 


According to the Christian idea, the sorrows and 
miseries of this life far exceed the joys and happiness, - 
and then while a few are elected to share the joys of 
heaven, the vast majority are elected to endure the 
most frightful torments throughout an endless 
eternity. If this theory be correct, then words more 
frightful in their consequences were never uttered 
than those words uttered by God when he said, 
“Tet us make man” If there is a God who ever 
created one human being only to damn him, then I 
loathe that God. Damn a God who will damn an 
innocent. child. : The human mind cannot conceive 
anything more ferocious. I am in favor of a great 
deal of happiness, therefore I utterly detest this 
damnation doctrine. 

The latter-day Christian will tell you that he does 
not believe in infant damnation. There is where 
good sense and justice outrun his religion. He sees 
the barbarism of infant damnation only when he for- 
gets the monstrosity of his religion. If all children 
are not born in sin, then the fall of man goes for 
naught. If they are born in sin, and there is no way 
of being saved only through repentance and belief in 
Jesus Christ, then every child that dies unrepentant 
must go to hell If, then, there is no sin at birth, 
what does the old snake story amount to? If there 
is any other way to be saved except through Jesus 
Christ, then away goes the plan of salvation. To 
deny infant damnation is to deny the fall of man, 
That gone, the plan of redemption is a bubble. In- ° 
fant damnation is not the only horrible feature of 
Christianity. ' 

“Tf any man come to me and hate not his father 
and mother, and his wife and children, and brothers 
and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be ` 
my disciple." 

Not for Jesus's sake, nor for heaven, nor the fear 
of hell, will I hate my father and mother, or my wife . 
or children, or brothers or sisters. Here is where 
Christianity and humanity part company. He that - 
loves the one must hate the other. When human 
kind get to hating themselves, the race will become 
extinct. What I have just reason to hate I will put 
out of the way if it is in my power to do so. Down 
with this doctrine of hate and all who teach it; it 
has cursed the world long enough. When less hell 
and hate are taught, and more love for our kind, 
then wil all be bappier here, and none fare worse . 
hereafter. The church and the priesthood may lose, 
but humanity will gain. Calling one a savior or re- 
deemer who teaches such a doctrine of hatred does 
not abate the curse of it one iota. 

“ Take no thought of your life, what ye shall eat 
or what ye shall drink, or what ye shall put on.” 

Of course not. Don’t think about your living ; if 
you don’t get a square meal, eat with the swine, or 
gnaw any old bone which you may find, like a dog. 
Don't think about digging a well when you get 
thirsty; drink out of a mud. puddle. If the drink 
and diet don't agree with you, you will get to heaven 
all the quicker. And then the poor Esquimaux— 
they are not to think about clothing. Wiew! let us 
go in and warm! Nowhere outside of a “sacred 
book" ean be found such fool talk as that. To fol- 
low the advice would be little better than suicide. 
* He that believeth in me hath eternal life, and sh: ll 
not come into condemnation. He that believeth ad 
is baptized shall be saved; he that believeth not shall 
be damned.” 

Here real merit is entirely lost sight of, and eternal 
happiness or misery is made to hinge on simple be- 
lief. This passage of scripture seems to rest upon 
the assumption that belief is like a pair of old slip- 
pers—they are off or on as you may desire, without 
much trouble on your part. But if you slip them 
off and death overtakes you, certain parties will begin 
to punch up the fire in regions already uncomforta- 
bly torrid. Joas Pack. 

—$-—9—-— 


“The Childhood of the World.” 

I hav just finished reading to my children a little 
work of Edward Ciodd’s, with the above title, pub- 
lished in the Humboldt Library (No. 60); and while 
I would recomend it, as well as his works entitled 
“The Childhood of Religion” and “The Birth and 
Growth of Myth” (No. 47 and 54, Hum. Lib.), Iwant . 
to take exception to some of his assertions, and add, 
perhaps, a little to his testimony from the writings of 
others in the same field of thought. “Everything,” he 
says, "in the: wide world has a history.” “Clever 
men” hav traced the history of even the “stones of 
the roadway ;” more wonderful still the history of 
living things; most wonderful of all, the boys and 
girls of this generation. To these he says: * Well, 
it is about yourself that I am going to talk; for 
I want you to learn as far as we are able to find out 
how it is that your are what you are, and where you 
are.” So far, good ; but he adds, and to thisI take ex- 
ception: “Remember I do not say how you are, or why 
you are, for God alone knows that, and he has told 
the secret to no one here, although, maybe, he will 
tell it to us one day elsewhere.” Pure fancy, and 
should be omitted. He then goes back, away back, 
to “show you that man was once wild, and rough and 
savage; frightened at the roar of thunder and the 
quiver of lightning, which he thought were the clap- 
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ping of the wings, and the flashing of the eyes of the 
angry spirit, as he came flying from the sun; and 
that it has taken many thousands of years for man to 
pecome as wise and as skilful as we now see him to 
be.” This was the childhood of the race; and all the 
knowledge we hav since acquired has been by slow 
experiment and patient toil.. And the story is not 
one of progress alone. Races, after attaining a com- 
parativly high degree of intelligence, hav backslid, 
obstacles hav arisen, and the race degenerated. He 
tells you “several reasons for the belief that man was 
once wild and, naked, and that by slow degrees did 
he become clothed and civilized. All over the world 
the first evidences we hav of man’s existence are the 
tools and weapons found. These are of a low order, 
and constitute what is known as the first or rough 
stone age.” He givs as a sample of primitiv men the 
nativs of Australia, Borneo, and Ceyldh. . On these 
islands, he says, “there liv at this day creatures so 
wild that if you saw them you would scarcely believe 
that they were human beings, and not wild animals 
in the shape of men, covering themselvs with mud, 
feeding on roots, and living in wretehed huts, or in 
the woods under the shelter of trees.” The rough 
stone age—the first indication of man, and by far the 
longest period of his existence—takes us back count- 
less ages in the world's history, all through what is 
called the Quaternary period, showing him to be con- 
temporary with those monster extinct animals. Says 
De Mortillet : 


All geologists are agreed that the duration of the period in 
which we liv is as nothing compared with that of the Qua- 
ternary period. It is as a day compared to ages, as a drop 
of waterin a stream. All paleontologists understand what a 
length of time is required for the rise and decline of animal 


species which while they hav been upon the earth’ hav been. 


lavishly distributed over an enormous area. . The 
earliest Quaternary epoch, the pre-Glacial, is characterized 
so far as man’s works are concerned by a stone implement of 
peculiar form. It is dressed on its two sides, usually rather 
roughly chipped; it is rounded at the basé, pointed at the 
top, and its edges are pretty sharp. In general form it is 
more or less almond-shaped. This implement in past times, 


called by workmen in quarries ‘langue de chat? (cat's tongue),. 


is now called ‘ hache de St. Acheul’ (hatchet of St. Acheul), 
terms derived from the locality in which it has been. oftenest 
found. They are found in abundance in the Quaternary allu- 
viums of France, England, and Spain. Nay, within & few 

ears they hav been found in the valley of the Delaware near 
Trenton, New Jersey, by Dr. CharlesC. Abbott. The figures 
“which he has published and his description tally exactly with 
the St. Acheul hatchets of France and England. 


But this is not all. - M. De Mortillet takes us back 
still further, back to Tertiary man: 


But first let us understand what is meant by the terms 
.“ Quaternary man” and '* Tertiary man.” The fauna of the 
mammals serves clearly to determin the limits of these later 
geological periods. The Tertiary is characterized by terres- 
trial mammals entirely different from extant-species; the 
Quaternary by the mingling of extant with extinct species; 
the present period by the extant fauna. 

The man of the early Quaternary, he who made the St. 
Acheul hatchets and used them, is the man of Neanderthal, 
of Canstatt, of Enggisheim, of- La Naulette, of Denise. He 
is indubitably a man, but differing more widely from the 
Australian and the Hottentot than the Australian and Hotten- 
tot differ from the European. Hence unquestionably he 
formed another human species, the word ‘‘ species” being 
taken in the sense given it by naturalists who do not accept 
the transformation doctrin. Tertiary man, therefore, must 
hav been still more distinct, of a species' still less like the 
present human species—indeed, so different as to entitle it to 
be regarded as of distinct genus. For this reason I hav given 
to this being the name of man’s precursor, or he might be 
called Anthropopithecus, the man-monkey. 


After enumerating the evidences of such a being, he 
says: : 

It results, therefore, from the Abbé Bourgeois's researches 
that during the middle Tertiary there existed a creature, pre- 
cursor of man, an anthropopithecus which was acquainted 
with fire and could make use of it for splitting flints. It 


also knew how to trim the flint flakes thus produced, and to 
convert them into tools. E 


But to return to Mr. Clodd. He says: 

God placed man here naked, and left him to seek for him- 
Self the food and clothing best suited to that part of the world 
in which helivs. If God had given men thick hair-covered 
Skin he could not hav moved from place to place with com- 

' fort, and so man is made naked, but given the power of 
reasoning about things and acting by reason. 

' Now, we know why God made man naked, but 
Mr. Clodd doesn’t tell us why he made him savage. 
Mr. Clodd is talking to the children, and seems to 
think it is very essential that the child should be in- 
structed in the “God idea.” It is so much easier for 
the child to comprehend than the more complicated 
evolution theory, and then, too, he seems to think it 
is somehow essential to morality ! 

“He says, farther on: “The nobler your view of 

-him (God) is, the nobler is your life likely to be;” 
but somehow his facts don’t reflect much nobility on 
_ God. It might occur to the mind of a child that it 

should be as easy to create a polished gentleman as a 
howling savage. And then, too, it might bother a 
child to know why a man could not “move from 
: place to place with comfort” in his own “ thick hair- 
covered skin" as well as in the skin of some other 
animal. But how does he know that early man was 

.naked? Grant Allen says: “Several of the sketches 
of cave-men, cut by themselvs on horn and bone, cer- 
tainly show (it seems to me) that they were covered 
with hair over the whole body.” The Quaternary 
man might hav been “given the power to reason 


e 


about things, but if so he made very poor use of it." 
Passing the rough stone age, he describes the *new 
stone ` age,’ with its polished tools, its curious 
methods of obtaining fire, of cooking and pottery, of 
the. cave homes and lake dwellers, their ornaments 
and drawing, and ends the chapter with the asser- 
tion “that man is greater than the brutes, 

since no brute has b:en known to draw a picture, 
write an alphabet, or learn how to make a fire.” 

Our author seems very anxious to impress this dis- 
tinction upon the minds of his youthful-readers. In 
the next chapter, after speaking of savage decoration, 
he says that “the love of what is beautiful, or what 
-is thought to be beautiful, is theirs, and that is an- 
other thing which the brute has not. No herd of 
cows ever leave off feeding to admire a sunset, and 
| you never saw a horse or a monkey with face lit up 
with delight at the sight of a rainbow.” 

It is possible that the Quaternary man would quit 
r his cannibalistic feast to admire a sunset, or call the 
| attention of his best girl to the beauty in a rainbow. 
| But students of Darwin deny that man alone has a 
sense and love of the beautiful It may be traced 
| through the whole animal kingdom. Nobody denies 
the distinction between man and the brute, but the 
question is, Was it always so? The facts brought 
forward by Mr. Clodd show that the farther back we 
go in the world's history, the nearer man approaches 
the'condition of the brute; and Professor Huxley 
has shown that there is a greater difference between 
the highest and lowest men than between the lowest 
men and highest apes. 

In part second of his book Mr. Clodd would “ show 
you by what slow steps man came to believe in one 
all-wise and all-good God, the early strug- 
gies of man from darkness to twilight—for no man 
really loves the darkness—and from twilight to full 
day.” But the question suggests itself, Why dark- 
ness.at all, when God had but to say, * Let there be 
light." Inall of Mr. Clodd's facts, or fancies, I fail 
to find any proof that the * God idea" is in any way 
intuitional, or that a religious sentiment originates in 
man himself. Its origin is in the endeavor of primitv 
men to explain the phenomena of nature. Sir John 
Lubbock, speaking of the lowest races of men, says: 

They hav no idea of creation, nor do they use prayers; 
they hav no religious forms, ceremonies, or worship. They 
do not believe in à supreme deity, or in the immortality of 
the soul; nor is morality in any way connected with their 
religion. It is a much-disputed question . . . 
whether the lowest races of men hav any religion or not 

The ideas of religion are intimately associ- 
ated with, if indeed they hav not originated from, the condi- 
tion of man during sleep, and especially from dreams. . 

To the savage they hav a reality and an importance 
which we can scarcely appreciate. It is of course 


obvious that the body takes no part in these nocturnal ad- 
ventures, and hence it seems to them natural to conclude that 


`| they hav a spirit, which can quit the body. Lastly, when 


they dream of their departed friends or relativs, savages 
firmly believe that they are visited by the spirits of the dead, 
and hence believe, not indeed in the immortality of the soul, 
but in the existence of a spirit which survives or may survive 
the body. . Inother cases the belief that man possesses a 
spirit seems to hav been suggested by the shadow. Thus 
among the Fejeeans " some,” says Mr. Williams, ''speak of 
man as having two spirits. His shadow is called the ‘dark 
spirit,’ which they say goes to hades. The other is his like- 
ness reflected in water or a looking-glass, and is supposed to 
stay near the place in which a man dies." Probably this doc- 
trin of shadows has to.do with the notion of inanimate 
objects having spirits. 

These primitiv people “look at things with the 
eyes of absolute ignorance.” The Eskimo “looks 
upon glass as ice, and biscuit as dried flesh of the 
musk ox.” The Bushman of south Africa, says Chap- 
man, thought his big wagon was the mother of his 
small one. Schultz tells how “a Kaffir broke a piece 
off the anchor off a stranded vessel and soon after 
died; ever after the Kaffirs regarded the anchor as 
something divine and did it honor by saluting it, as 
they passed by, with a view to propitiate its wrath.” 
* No wonder, then," as Hume says, “that mankind, 
being placed in such absolute ignorance of causes, 
and being at the same time so anxious concerning 
their future fortune, should immediately acknowledge 
a dependence on invisible powers possessed of senti- 
ment and intelligence." 

Here, then, we hav the origin of religion, and no 
doubt Frederic Harrison was right in saying: * The 
primitiv uncultured man frankly worshiped external 
objects in love and in fear, ascribing to them quasi- 
human powers and feelings.” A little child stum- 
bles against a chair; his idea is that the chair was to 
blame; the chair hurt him, aud he wants it whipped. 
Primitiv man feels the same, and what can hurt him 

"can help him by hurting his enemies, and no doubt 

the earlier stages of fetichism took no cognizance of 
any indwelling spirit or ghost. Still primitiv man 
must hav very early conceived a supposed duality in 
his nature. His dieams satisfied him that there was 
something which could leave his body during sleep. 
Then his shadow on the ground, reflection in the 
river, and echo in the forest, all suggested a connec- 
tion. with this something in the man. Dr. Tylor 
says: "It seems as though the conception of & hu- 
man soul when once attained to by man, served as à 
type or model on which he framed not only his ideas 
of other souls of lower grade, but also his ideas of 
‘spiritual beings in general," 


pendently of reason.” 
loth to giv up the traditions of his youth; and this is 


It matters not whether religion began, as Harrison 
claims, with ‘‘ nature worship," or, as Spencer claims, 
with a “human ghost.” Both arise from the most 
natural causes in the world, a very necessity of 
thought ; and the idea of “a groping after God,” or a 
special faculty, “ the religious sentiment,” in primitiv 
man is all nonsense. Yet I would not deny, for I do 
believe, that such a faculty has become implanted in 
man’s organization through countless generations of 
worship by the rules of heredity and laws of evolu- 
tion. Mr. Darwin says: “It is worthy of remark 
that a belief constantly inculcated during the early 
years of life, while the brain is impressible, appears 
to acquire almost the nature of an instinct. And the 
very essence of an instinct is that it is followed inde- 
And this is why a man is so 


why “the hand may well tremble that writes it, and 


the ears may tingle that hear, yet it has been both 
. written and said, ‘There is no God, except such as 


1» 


man has made. I wouid nail the motto of Mr. 
Cleveland, ** Tell the truth,” over the door-post of all 


‘who would teach the young. Giv them the facts. 


One little fact is worth more than all the assertions 
of all the men that ever lived, and a world of fancy 
thrown in. Teach them to discern between facts and 
fancy. Facts alone are demonstrable. Fancy is all 
right in its own domain—poetry. Facts may be 
*gtubborn things," but they are not harmful  Giv 
them your conclusions, but at the sametime giv them 
to understand that you are not infallible. Giv them 
the conclusions of others, even though they may 
clash with your. own. An idea never hurt anybody. 
You may be a firm believer in deity, but do not hide 
from them the fact that there are Atheists just as 
wise and honest as yourself. 'There are too many 
such in the ranks of F'reethought, and whose nobility 
of character is too well known, for you to affirm that 
a belief in deity is necessary to morality. Morality 
has nothing to do with a belief in deity. 

Mr. Clodd should hav transposed his sentence to 
read, “ The nobler your life is, the nobler your view of 
him [God] is likely to be.” Neither has morality any 
more to do with religion than immorality. Indeed, I 
think not as much. Utility is the standard of moral- 
ity, and not the “ fear o' hell or hangman’s whip.” 

Herbert Spencer writes: “I believe that the ex- 
periences of utility organized and consolidated 
through all past generations of the human race hav 
been producing corresponding modifications, which, 
by continued transmission and accumulation, hav be- 
come in us certain faculties of moral intuition, certain 
emotions responding to right and wrong conduct.” 

Giv the children the facts. There are enough, and 
more than enough, to occupy their minds in a life 
study. Take them to the haunts of nature. Let 
them listen to the 

Tongues in trees, books in running brooks, 
Sermons in stones, and good in everything. 

Let them con the advice Milton put in the mouth 
of his angel: 

Heaven is too high for thee to know what passes there , 

Be lowly wise. ; 

Think only what concerns thee and tly being ; 

Dream not of other worlds. 


Buffalo, N. Y. A. L. Barrov. 


—9—9—9— 


Sam Jones’s Sentiments. 


Pd rather be a noble, generous sinner than a stingy Meth- 
odist. 

It is mighty hard to keep a two-hundred-pound, fat, sleck, 
Methodist straight. ; 

Where is the preacher who is not striving for & bigger 
church and a bigger salary? 

What isa creed but an old skin stuffed with sawdust, good 
to be exhibited in a museum. . 

That fellow lying in the gutter drunk isa better man in the 
sight of God than those fellows talking about him. 

These religious women who are gadding about all over 
creation and neglecting their homes—I don't like them. 

Dr. Talmage puts the second Advent about the year 1900, 
but what are we going to do with these old sinners in Boston 
before that time ? 

One editor said I ought to be glad because he had made 
me. I asked him if he could not make some more. Well, 
he said he had no more dirt. 

A man that will creep up to my bedside and steal a dollar 
out of my pocket is a gentleman, a scholar, and a Christian 
beside a man that would smirch my good name. 

I expect my preacher to make a good sermon on a Sunday 
morning, and I would rather hav him do that than hav him 
coming around the house kissing the babies. 

Now, if we members of the church will only stand 
together, and when the devil hits one of us with his paddle, 
if the balance of us would cateh him on the first bounce, 
why, then the devil would be out—don’t you see? 

I hav been preaching frequently wlien f hav seen the nose 
of some elegant sister turned up at me at an angle of forty 
degrees, and I hav said, ** Sister, let that nose turn down; 
the devil has got & mortgage on that nose, and he is going to 
foreclose some day on the whole gal.” 

Suppose you go down some day and try to hypothecate 
your Methodism for some dry goods. How much do you 
suppose you will get for it? Why, my dear, the storekeeper 
will say, ** I can show you the names of Methodists on my 
books who hav been owing me for twenty years.” 

J know a man must think and study to preach. But let 
me say to you right here that I don't believe in the old idea, 
* If you open your mouth, the Lord will fill it.” I believe 
he will fill it, but he will fill it with air. And there are now 
too many old air-guns running around over this country. 
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Single subscription...........seeeeeeee ener nnns 

One subscription two years, in advance... 

Two Uew subscribers...........eee eese eene nente eene 

One subscription with one new subscriber, in one re- 
mittance......... eese eene ettet nennen nente . 500 

One subscription with two new subscribers, in one 
remíttance ....eeseeeeee eene enne nnne tnn is erna 7 00 
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Any number over five at the same rate, invariably 
with one remittance. ` : 


SPECIAL NOTICE. 

“‘Trerz are about a thousand of our subscribers in 
arrears, their indebtedness aggregating some two or 
three thousand dollars. To each one of these 
debtors, of course, the amount is small, but to us the 
amount is very large, and sadly hinders our work. 
We need this money—need it now—and we respect- 
fully ask that it be remitted. i 

It costs a great deal of money to publish a large 
journal, and we hav no extensiv advertising patronage 
to help us out. We depend entirely upon the sub- 
scription list and book sales to obtain cash to pay 
bills, and when so large a sum as two and three 
thousand dollars is kept from us, the financial shoe 
grows painfully tight. 

Every subscriber can see upon his tab just to what 
date his subscription is paid. Those whose time has 
expired, are requested to remit at once. 

———— 9 4———————— 
Names Wanted. 

Will the readers of Tax Trurs SEEKER send us the 
names of all their friends who are Liberally inclined, 
so that they may receive a sample copy of this paper? 
We desire to largely increase the subscription list, 
and shall be grateful for all aid extended. 


If our present subscribers would mention to their E 


Liberal friends that Tux TRUTH SEEKER is a good pa- 
per to subscribe for, it might be the means of ma- 
terially helping us. 
——— —9-9-99—— —— —— 
Michael Corrigan's Letter. 


The following is the full text of a secret circular re- 
ferred to by Dr. McGlynn’s friends to show that Mr. 
Corrigan uses his priests for political purposes when 
it suits the interests of the church. The occasion of 
its writing occurred in 1875, when Mr. Corrigan was 
bishop of Newark. An amendment to the constitu- 
tion of New Jersey was to be voted on, which forbade 
all appropriations, by state, city, or town, to any 
society or corporation. Mr. Corrigan sent this letter 
to all his priests: 


t NEWARE, Sept. 3, 1875. 

‘REVEREND AND Drar Siz: Having taken legal advice, I 
am informed that, by the new constitutional amendments, 
clerical property is liable to taxation. This would involve so 
heavy an additional burden to the diocese that I feel it my 
duty to recommend you to instruct your people to strike out 
the objectionable clause, or, better still, to make assurance 
doubly sure, let them strike out the whole ballot. 

“Tt is not enough to abstain from voting; let them vote, 
and vote against the amendment. 

** Very truly yours, 
** MIORAEL, Bishop or NEWARK. 

** P.S.—RHemember that our people must cancel, by pen or 
pencil, the whole ballot, and then vote it thus canceled, in 
order to protect against injustice. 

“Remember also that the special election in regard to these 
constitutional amendments wil take place next Tuesday, 
September 7th.” 


The amendments were defeated, as the Catholic 
residents of the large cities of New Jersey are exceed- 


‘ciple is religion.” 


ingly numerous. But some of the priests resented 
the imposition upon them of this Jesuitical work, and 
gave copies of the letter toreporters, who were sworn 
to secrécy as to the source whence they derived 
them. But the authenticity of the letter has never 
been denied by Michael Corrigan, now archbishop of 
New York, and official squelcher of Dr. McGlynn. 
———— —— —49-4-499————— ———— 


‘Idolatrous Begging. 


The University of Ottawa, Ont., needs a chapel, 
because “of education in every forta the ruling prin- 
To study the works of nature “the 
young man must do everything with a view to God.” 
Therefore, “every house of education must hav a 
special department sacred to God.” This we learn 
from a circular sent to “our Christian families” 
by “Yours in Jesus and Mary Immaculate, Thomas 
Ferron, O.M.I., missionary.” It is perhaps unneces- 
sary to add that the object of the circular is to solicit 
pecuniary aid for the enterprise. 

But the college is no deadhead in this iatis and 
in return for cash dispenses an immense amount of 
spiritual benefit. Everyone who collects money for 
the college is unreservedly promised “an increase of 
grace here and glory hereafter.” The collector also 
shares “in twenty-five masses daily, that is, nine 
thousand masses yearly, and in all the prayers and 
good works of this religious community.” For those 


who contribute the cash the scope of the spiritual | 


benefits widens to “relations and deceased friends.” 
They are given the following “certificate of affiliation 
to the Rev. Frs. Oblates of M. Im’culate (Masy n Im- 
maculate) of the University of Ottawa:” 


TTT————————————————————AA—AmPPP 


This is to certify that, as a token of gratitude for an : 
: alms given to aid in the erection of the chapel of the : 
i University College of Ottawa, we make : 


M 
: asharer in all the masses, prayers, and good work of 
: our community. 
: J. H. TABARET, O.M.I., D.D., Pres. 
: The holder of this certificate shall be entitled to share 
: in twenty-five masses daily, and in all the prayers and 
: good works of the Rev. Oblate Fathers of the University 
ollege of Ottawa. 
For 10 years, by a contribution of $ .25. 
Forever, 2.00. 
A family for for 1 1.00. 


m 
Pree rere er rerrrr errr rr retire 


years only, 
PR GE S. H 
: The name of any oun who shall collect and remit : 
: $15 shall be preserved in a silver heart at the feet of a 
: statue of St. Joseph, patron of the University. 
: All persons collecting and remitting $25 will be affili- 
: ated forever, and besides enjoying all the other privi- : 
: leges, will, if they so request, be presented with a rosary : 
: from Jerusalem. : 
: Anyone may affiliate his relativs or friends, living or : 
: dead, by making an offering, in their name, of one of the : 
: above- stated sums. The names of the affiliated must be : 
: forwarded to the College, in whose registers they will be : 
: preserved. : 
: None can be considered affiliated until he has for- : 
: warded his subscription. : 
* Please address all communications to the Rev. Fr. : 
: Thomas Ferron, O.M.I., College of Ottawa, Ont., Can. : 
: Imprimatur t J. THOMAS, Bp. of Ottawa.  : 
: Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, I giv you my heart and my : 
3 soul 3 
: Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, assist me in my last agony. : 
i Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, may I breathe forth my soul : 
E in peace with you. : 
: 800 days’ ind., Pius VIL, April 28, 1807. 


The cubos in which we liv is called the age of 
science, but it appears that there are rather wide 
streaks of superstition running through it. And the 
worst of it is that those who are sunk so deep in 
superstitious idolatry as to giv money in answer to 
such appeals .are in sufficient numbers to rule the 
greatest state in the Union, and to hava commanding 
influence in ruling the nation. 

— 0 - 99————————— 
Good Christians. 

There are many things which tend to make 
joyous the lives of Freethought publishers, and the 
publishers of Tue Trura Szexer get their share. 
The sagacious and energetic business manager of 
this paper sits up nights devising methods of spread- 
ing the profound views of our contributors and the 
doings of the Manhattan Liberal Club, and a happy 
thought that came to him recently when the stars 
were shining was that the newsdealers of the country 
might, by giving them a chance to make a hundred per 
cent profit, be induced to stay at home from prayer- 
meetings and sell TRUTH SEEKERS. At once copies of 
the paper were forwarded to a large number, and for 


.& few days thereafter visions of an Infidel world, and 


wealth sufficient to pay for the paper sent to sub- 
scribers who haven't paid us, were bright in this 
office. The following postal cards show how the 


scheme worked. The first is from a jocose news- 
dealer of Érie, Pa.: 

“ Sırs: You may think free as much as you please, but I 
want to let you know hereby that the ‘ Atomnical combina- 
tions’ are as yet in such an irregular motion ‘twixt you and 
me as not to allow you tosend me any more of your dung- 
pile expectorations. The best to do with such scents for 
cents as yours is to shun the infinitly more than any pest- . 
house. PETER FRIEDREIOHS." 

Mr. Friedrichs, it will be observed, is a coiner of 
words as well as a vender of news. His syntax isa 
little awry, but his theology is evidently sound. We 
wish we could add, without doing violence to truth, 
that he is a gentleman. 

The next two are from stationers residing in the 
enlightened province of Ontario, which territory must 
hav been included imthe list by mistake : 

** Your trashy and senseless sheet is not required in this 
country. We prefer Christians to Infidels; they are better 
men and citizens, notwithstanding your shallow sophistry to 
the contrary. When you and your adherents hav done as 
much to elevate humanity as Christians hav, you will then 
hav some claim to be heard; but such blatant do-nothings as 
Infidels are generally, should hav a little modesty and not 
try to push themselvs where they are not needed or wanted. 
Send me no more of your TRUTH SEEKER ; its contents belie 
its heading. Yours truly, D. B. Puurs.” 

We are sorry indeed to hav troubled Mr. Phillips, 
but the regret is somewhat softened by the knowl- 
edge that had he not been addressed, we should not 
hav had the pleasure of his courteous correspondence. 

The last of the three is from a' gentleman of 
sterner mold, perhaps a village squire, “with eyes 
severe, and beard of formal cut,” who looks upon a 
heretic as proper food for flames. He writes: 

‘Sirs: Be good enough to send me no more of your 
scurrilous and blasphemous literature. I hav called the 
attention of the proper authorities to its circulation in this 
country, and trust they will take steps for its immediate sup- 
pression. * Yours, etc., J. R. Davis." 

When Mr. Davis’s red-hot pen hissed over this 
postal card he evidently had not read the late war- 
like speeches of our senators, or he would hav been 
more careful how he pinched the American eagle. But 
let the suppression go on. It will be a fitting con- 
clusion to the attempted suppression of the works of 
Ingersoll and Paine, and about as effectual. The 
Canadian officials are capable of undertaking such a 
work, but their intelligence is not of that high order 
necessary:to render it successful. 

These are replies from only three out of several 
hundred newsdealers who received consignments of 
Taurum Seegers. We anticipate an enormous amount 


of fun in the immediate future. 
————————-+o—_____. 


The Bishop of Buffalo. 

A bishop with a less densely ignorant flock would 
hav hesitated before penning the following lumbri- 
ciform sentence. But Stephen Vincent, Roman 
Catholic bishop of the Buffalo diocese, can put it in 
a pastoral letter, confident that none of his readers 
knows enough of history, ecclesiastical and secular, 
to trip him up. The sentence ‘is supposed to bear 
upon the subject of labor and capital : 

** The church that has come down through the ages with- 
out & taint on her escutcheon, that has come forth from 
fieree contests with royal tyrants and despotic rulers un- 
scathed and pure, that would see nations fall away and peo- 
ples severed from her communion rather than betray her 
trust, be false to faith or morals, that has time and again 
braved all powerful despots in defense of injured justice and 
defenseless innocence, wil not now compound a felony or 
compromise morality, or tarnish a record so glorious, or 
bring dishonor on a name above reproach.” 

The escutcheon of the Catholic church must be 
composed of peculiar stuff if the crimes of her 
officials hav failed to taint it. We should think that 
the murders committed by the very first Christian 
emperor would hav left a drop of blood upon that ' 
escutcheon, even if the lying of Eusebius had no effect 
uponit. Is it possiblethat the shield of the church has 
been unstained by such robbers as Calixtus, such 
murderers as Theodosius, such crazy hogs as Simeon 
Stylites, such royal assassins as Clovis the Great, 
such incestuous bishops as Sixtus I. and John XT.,. 
such debauchees as Virgilius and Sergius, such 
crowned knaves as Pepin and Charlemagne, such 
villainies as those of Hildebrand, the poisoners of 
popes, such.pious monsters as St. Dominic and In- 
nocent IIL., such traitors as Innocent IV. and Boni- 
face VIII. ; such butchers of humanity as Charles the 
Fifth, Philip the Second, the Duke of Alva; such 
fiends in human form as Torquemada, such obscene 
theologians as St. Liguori, such ravishers of in- 
nocence as Pius VI.—is it possible all these villains 
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hav lived and died good Catholics, been loved and 
` honored and canonized, without staining the escutch- 
eon of holy Mother Church? 
The compounding of felonies and compromising of 
immoralities hav been the distinguished and dis- 
tinguishing work of the churchmen of all ages, when 


' not themselvs éngaged in such enterprises. 
—————9— e 


‘Mr. Reynolds’s Case. 


_ The trial of Mr. Reynolds has been postponed till 
the May term of the Morris county court. This de- 
cision was arrived at after profound consideration by 
the court and district attorney. Mr. Reynolds re- 
newed his bail—Mr. Edwin Worman, of Boonton, 
affirming that he would risk five hundred dollars that 
Mr. Reynolds would be in Morristown on the first 
Tuesday in May—and is now prepared to go about 
his master’s business (Liberal lecturing) for the next 
three months. 

It is our opinion that the legal authorities of Mor- 
ristown are ashamed of themselvs, and will never 

press the case to trial They hav, perhaps, eonsid- 
` ered that God is able to take care of himself without 
the interposition of the Morris county legal lumina- 
ries. Or it may be that they hav read the statutes 
forbidding a non-resident of New Jersey to sue for 
libel, and doubt their ability to prove that the Jewish 
Jehovah is a naturalized citizen of this country. At 
any rate, it is the opinion of several of the Morris 
county officials, as well as our. own, that District- 


Attorney Cutler wil! never try the case. 
e 


The Rev. Mr. Caldwell. 


We hereby.acknowledge the receipt of the sub- 

joined letter : 
** OgunoR or Curist, J. W. CALDWELL, Pastor. 
“ MAPLETON, Kan., Jan. 20, 1887. } 

‘‘ Eprror T&uTH Seeker: On the first page of your issue 
of January 15th, is the picture of a man who has cut off his 
hand and foot,and put out his eye. You giv this as an 
illustration of literal obedience to Christ's teachings in the 
Sermon on the Mount. Such & picture, in illustration of the 
text, is beyond all respectability. You know, if you are 
capable of comprehension, that Christ did not mean that 
anyone should literally fulfil this teaching, and among the 
millions who hav accepted his teaching, not one, not the 
most silly, has ever so understood him. Why will you, a 
truth seeker, so fiagrantly misrepresent the teachings of a 
man who ‘knew no sin? How can you, in the name of 
truth, make such hideous misrepresentations? You must be 
in desperate straits to defend your cause. No man, in any 
way eminent for brains or learning, ever called Jesus evil, or 
put such an unnatural construction upon his words. Your 
misinterpretation would put Voltaire, Paine, Renan, and 
Strauss to shame. They would not dare to so misrepresent 
Christ. l 

* You are to be congratulated if you will be true to the 
name of your paper. There are hundreds in the same great 
enterprise. We will not accomplish any good, and will do 
much harm, if we misrepresent or falsely interpret the 
greatest religious teacher and hero of the centuries. Let me, 
as a friend, admonish you not to let your prejudice blind 
you to the truth. Sincerely, J. W. CALDWELL.” 

We are not fully aware of the extent of our own 
capacity of comprehension, but after reading Mr. 
Caldwell's letter we hav no doubts as to his. 

We know well enough that some Christians—pos- 
sessing some common sense and a few humane feel- 
ings—repudiate the absurd, the cruel portions of the 
Bible, but if Christianity be true we would not like 
to stand in their shoes, for God shall take away their 
part out of the book of life,.and if they add to the 
things in the Bible, God shall add unto them the 
_ plagues that are written therein. 

Mr. Caldwell is to be congratulated upon the cer- 
tainty with which he knows what Christ meant and 
what he did not. mean. He should hav been upon 
the New Testament Revision Committee, and then a 
lost world might rejoice and be exceeding glad that 
at last all doubts touching sacred things had been 
removed, and the pathway to heaven made clear. 
With him to straighten out the tangle, the differing 
sects would vanish, as all would, of course, hav no 
reason for seeing darkly through the interpretation 
Spectacles of so eminent a gentleman as the pastor of 
the Church of Christ of Mapleton, Kansas. 

But, unfortunately for those who pick the roses 
from the bush and leave the thorns, their proceeding 
does not eradicate the thorns, and the thorns are just 
as real as the roses. Every orthodox church believes 
in the plenary verbal inspiration of the scriptures. 
The commentators excuse God's palpable cruelty in a 
thousand ways, but who shall judge God? Christ 
taught much by parable, but his worst utterances 
were direct commands, Jt is not Christ's fault that 
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the world is not full of cripples; and the reluctance 
of his followers to obey his orders indicates lack of 
faith. 

If Christ did not mean, “If thy hand or thy foot 
offend thee, cut them off and cast them from thee,” 
how do we know that he meant that those who lose 
life for his sake shall find it? 

If he spoke falsely when hé said that “if ye hav 
faith, ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou 
removed, and it shall be done,” did he tell the truth 
when he said, “ And all things whatsoever ye shall ask 
in prayer, believing, ye shall receive ?” 

If he was mistaken when he said that “if any man 
come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and 
wife, and children, he cannot be my disciple,” was he 
right when he said, *And everyone that hath for- 
saken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or 
mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for. my name’s 
sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit 
everlasting life ?" 

If he deceived all his followers when he told them 
that * they shall take up serpents; and if they drink 
any deadly thing it shall not hurt them," did he not 
deceive them when he promised that those “ who do 
and teach" the beatitudes “shall be called great in 
the kingdom of heaven ?” 

If he spoke apocryphally when he said, * He that 
believeth not shall be damned," did he speak canon- 
ically when he said, “He that believeth shall be 
saved ?” 

If he spoke untruthfully when he said, “I am 
come to set a man at variance against his father, and 
the daughter against her mother,” did he speak truth- 
fully in saying, “ Whosoever shall confess me before 
men, him will I confess also before my father which 
is in heaven ?” 

If we are not to believe that Christ “came not to 
bring peace, but a sword,” when he says so, shall we 
believe that “ whosoever shall giv to drink unto one 
of these little ones a cup of cold water only in the 
name of a disciple, shall in nowise lose his reward,” 
upon only the same authority? 

If he used metaphor when he said that " whoso- 
ever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, can- 
not be my disciple," did he use metaphor in saying 
that “your heavenly father shall giv the holy spirit to 
them that ask him ?" 

If he did not put unnecessary conditions upon 
getting to heaven when he told the young man to 
“sell that thou hast and giv to the poor," was the 
woman sure of eternal bliss to whom he said, “Thy 
faith hath saved thee?” 

Jesus said that “except ye eat the flesh of the Son 
of Man and drink his blood, ye hav no life in you. 
Whoso eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood, hath 
eternal life.” If that was a figure of speech, what is 
this: He also said, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of God.” 

A great many more questions like these might 
be asked the Kansas exegetist, which neither he 
nor any other theologian can answer in any way 
that will relieve Christ. The authority for one 
quotation is ag good as the authority for the other. 
If one passage shows Jesus to hav been kindly 
disposed, the other shows him arrogant in his claims 
to. divinity and impatient of unbelief. There is just 
such a fellow as Jesus floating around this city 
now. Occasionally he comes to see us, and the 
burden of his song is that he is the savior ; belief in 
him is necessary to salvation; scoffers will be pun- 
ished, and so on to the end of the chapter. He occa- 
sionally spends a night in the station-houses; Sun- 
days he goes into strange churches, and is ejected 
when he wants to talk at the preacher; calls the con- 
temporary Christians “ generations of vipers,” and in 
many other ways irresistibly reminds one of Jesus. 
But this nineteenth-century reformer has been crazed 
by reading the theologians’ history of his first-century 
prototype. 

We will admit, if Mr. Caldwell desires, that Jesus 
never lived; that he never said one word attributed 
to him; that all the gospels are anonymous; that we 
cannot tell divine writing from human; that we 
should not know divine writing when we saw it; that 
no one else would; that the Holy Ghost has been 
charged with writing a lot of books that he never 
saw; that the early Christian fathers wrote the 
gospels, and therefore Christ is not responsible for 
what they make him say; that the middle-century 
eopyists put marginal notes made by priests into the 


-texts of Bibles; that there are one hundred and fifty 


different readings of so-called holy writ; that the last 
revision of the New Testament is no nearer Christ's 
words and meaning than the King James translation ; 
that both the Old and New Testaments are full of 
contradictions and obscenities; that the history of 
Christ is paralleled by other and preéxisting “saviors ;” 
that the Lord’s Prayer is a garbled copy of an ancient 
Jewish prayer; that the apocryphal New Testament 
is as reliable as the canonical books ; that the religious 
world is in complete confusion regarding all its 
sacred literature; that there isnt any “original 
Greek” of any book in the New Testament; that 
Jules Soury was right when he said Christ was 
insane ; that his birth and death are barren of proof ; 
that his resurrection and ascension are idle tales—all 
this and much more will we cheerfully admit to Mr. 
Caldwell, but we must contend that there is as much 
proof that Jesus said the disagreeable things as there 
is that he spoke the agreeable and flattering passages. 
The good and bad stand and fall together. If Jesus 
taught anything, he taught, ** Woe, woe to the world,” 
and that it was better to suffer here than to go 
whole to hell. 

There was no misrepresentation in the picture 
complained of. Christ was not the greatest religious 
teacher of the centuries. Several so-called saviors 
hav more followers, and a man’s greatness is gener- 
ally gaged by what he accomplishes. Socrates was 
as great a hero as Christ, and hundreds and hun- 
dreds of thousands hav endured more at the hands of 
Christ’s followers than he endured at the hands of 
the Jews. Mr. Caldwell greatly overestimates the 
character of Christ and the value of his alleged 


teachings. 
a 
The Picture. 

There are perhaps two sides to the question which Mr. 
Heston has raised this week in his picture on our first page, 
and the question is whether or not a woman should suffer the 
death penalty. Just now interest centers in Mrs. Roxiana 
Druse, of Herkimer county, New York. Mrs. Druse killed 
her husband—there seems to be no reasonable doubt of that 
fact. She pleaded self-defense. Druse, she claimed, had sub- 
jected her to long years of intolerable cruelty; and, besides, 
was in the habit of scoffing at religion, having read the works 
of many skeptical writers. An examination of the case by 
Governor Hill, in response to a petition for commutation of 
sentence, failed to substantiate the charges of cruelty, andi 
the stories told by Mrs. Druse in regard to the killing of her 
husband had already been shown to be absurd fabrications. 
Her life certainly could not hav been threatened at the time 
of the killing, as the victim, it was shown, sat at the table 
eating when the fatal shot was fired. Having killed her hus- 
band, Mrs. Druse cut up the remains and burnt them ina 
small stove. 

Such are the facts, as nearly as we remember them, in Mrs. 
Druse’s case. We do not believe that Mrs. Druse should be 
hanged. Society and religion are responsible in the main for 
such combinations of ignorance and superstition as this wo- 
man represents, and society and religion should cease pro- 
ducing and reform rather than exterminate them. 

——— — 9 1 9— ————— 
Following the Lead of The Truth Seeker. 
From the New York Herai of Last Monday. 

The Herald is for free and frank discussion all the time. 

It advocates a fair hearing for even the most unpopular doc- 


trins. 
—— SO HO 


Dr. J. L. Yorx, who has been absent in Australia and 
New Zealand for the past two years, has returned to his home 
at San Jose, Cal., where he will rest until the-first of May, 
when he will begin a lecturing tour, coming East through 
Salt Lake City, Denver, and other principal intermediate 
points between California and Paine Hall, Boston. In his 
travels abroad Dr. York was accompanied by his wife. Dr. 
York promises the readers of Tug Trorn SEEKER an account. 
of his work across the Pacific and a description of the coun- 
tries Visited and their inhabitants. He was very cordially 
received by the Freethinkers of New Zealand and Australia, 
who gave him crowded houses to lecture to and substantial 
reward for his work. He was affectionately called the Frec- 
thought revivalist. His farewell to the people on the other 
side of the globe was from Auckland, N. Z., and an immense 
audience of Freethinkers cheered him on his way. As a 
token of esteem he was presented with an album of New 
Zealand ferns, nearly two hundred in number. The album, 
according to the Auckland Bell, is bound with mottled Kauri 
boards, engraved in gold and fancy fretwork. The Brisbane 
Freethinkers presented Dr. York with an elegantly silver- 
mounted emu egg to induce him to remember them. If we 
can believe the Australian and New Zealand papers—and 
there is no reason why we cannot—Dr. York won the affec- 
tions of the Freethinkers wherever he tarried. Our other 
lecturers must look to their laurels when he starts East. 

—— 9 ——————— 

Sıx the repeal of the compulsory prayer attendance in 
Harvard College, the faculty hav been compelled to publish 
an appeal to the law students asking them to attend the 
chapel services. 

———9—9——99———————— 

Seyn to Tug Trura Srrxxn office for a catalog of 

the books we hav for sale. The catalog is free. 
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Letters from Sfriends. 


AYLMER, ONT., Jan. . 18, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed you will find $5, for which you 
will please renew my subscription to Tue TRUTH SEEKER, 
and send me the books mentioned in inclosed list. 

The progress of Freethought in this country is slow, but it 
ig sure and certain, as is the case with all truth. 

With hopes for the triumph of Liberal principles every- 
where, I am, Yours truly, W. A. Grover. 


Bourpzm, CoL., Jan. 8, 1887. 
Mr. Torok: I write to inclose you $6—83 to pay what I 
ought to hav paid long ago, and $3 more to pay for another 
year's subscription. I like the grand old TRUTH SEEKER, 
and don't see how I could get along without it in the house; 
but I would rather do without it than get it and not intend 
to pay for it. 
Wishing you.a-Happy New Year, I remain, a truth seeker, 
Greenbacker, and Materialist, N. R. Howarp. 


Sorner? Home, Wis., Jan. 21, 287. 
Mr. Eprror: Doubtless you know all about it yourself, 
but for the benefit of many of our brother truth seekers, who, 
like myself, are also interested, please say, if you hav not 
already, that the House of Representativs on Jan. 18, 287, 
concurred in the Senate amendments to the Mexican pension 
hill. And hence the few survivors of one of the most re- 
markably successful wars known to this or any other age hav 

become in a measure partially recognized. "Nrrsox Hunr. 


Morrttt, Kan., Jan. 6, 287. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $3.10 for Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER for the coming year. The frontispiece in your issue 
of Jan. 1st. is to the point, and don't you think the grand 
old Trura SEEKER would look better headed 287 E.M., in- 
stead of the year of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, son of 
the Holy Ghost and Blessed Virgin, the mother of God? 
There is no proof of any of them ever having an existence. 
If any of them ever did hav an existence, we hav no date to 

Start from. J. W. Soorr. 


Fox Lare, Wis., Jan. 10, 1887. 
Mr. Epiror: Within find money order for two years’ sub- 
scription to Taz TRUTH SEEKER. My first thought was, I 
cannot subscribe this year ; my second was, I cannot do with- 
out the paper; my third was, I can never read it and be 
owing forit. It is said first thoughts are hest. I'll take my 
chances on the last this time. Send paper, and hold on to 
Heston, don’t let him giv you the slip; hold him as surely as 
his bulldog holds old Noah in your last issue. Yours, for 

truth, reason, and liberty, C. B. Hawes. 


GrigNwoop Springs, CoL., Dec. 31, 1886. 
Mz. Eprron: Oace more the good old Truru SEEKER is a 
weekly visitor to my home, and it is with pleasure that I 
peruse its pages. I used to be a subscriber to it when Mr. 
Bennett was at its head, but somehow through neglect I 
failed to renew my subscription. Now, through the kind- 
ness of R. L. Baker, a stanch worker in the cause of Free- 
thought, I am made a present of a year’s subscription to 
your paper, and many thanks to Mr. Baker for the same. I 
think the paper is better than ever, and I am bound from 
this time on it shall always be a visitor at my house if I hav 

to work nights to pay for it. B. S. Sovre. 

PonrvirLE, Jan. 18, 1887. 
Mz. Eprron: I hav just finished reading my last TRUTH 
SEEKER, and, as [ want to send stamps for the TRUTH 
SEEKER ANNUAL, will improve the opportunity of expressing 
my appreciation of our noble Trura SEEKER and its manly 
editor. I hav no suggestions to giv in regard to the manage- 
ment of the TRUTH SEEKER; in fact, I think it could not be 
beat the world over. And in making choice of contributors 
I would hardly know where to begin or leave off, but C. 
Fannie Allyn is my kind of Spiritualist. I would like to 
know why we hav been gettiug no reports from the Liheral 


Club. I would like to hear something from George 
Macdonald. His letters from down East were just the 
whack. J. L. Brooxs. 


FRrEND, Nes., Jan. 10, 1887. 
‘Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find amount of my renewal for this 
year, and my best wishes for the success of the cause for 
which you labor. 
from some of yourcorrespondents. I-look upon that just as I 
do the exemption of property from taxation. There can be 
no injustice in taxing all property to defray the proper ex- 
penses of government, wherein all are interested. Whenever 
any particular property is exempt, the remainder hav got to 
make it good. I hold that there can be no injustice done by 
allowing every person to buy and sell whenever he can do to 
the best advantage; whereas, if you protect some man’s in_ 
terest, somebody has got to be hurt by supporting him. 
Paine said : ‘* The world is my country ;” therefore, I say, let 

every person hav free access to the markets of the world. 
Respectfully, J. W. GILBERT. 


Norsz, Texas, Jan. 12, E.M. 287. 
Mr. Epiron: Inclosed you will find $1.90 in subscriptions 
for Tug Truru SEEKER, and a few books as per inclosed list. 
I thought that I should hav been enabled to send you a 

larger order, but circumstances will not allow it this time. 
Texas has, as you are undoubtedly aware, suffered severely 
from & continued drouth the year just passed. In many 
portions there were not raised sufficient crops for subsist- 
ence; in other places nothing, or next to nothing, was raised, 
and many people are consequently now jn a destitute con. 


scriptions to your paper. 
that I hav seen, and I must say that I cannot do without it. 
I am not like some of your subscribers that order their paper 
discontinued when your views do not coincide with their 
way of thinking. 
woods. 
ists sound, and cannot see how anyone could take exception 
| to it. 
he says is true, it makes a bad showing for Catholicism. She 
is tle mother of harlots and evil-doers, and she cannot he 
handled too roughly. The writings of Peck and Washburn 
are good ; : 
you will gain the respect and esteem of all honest men and 
women. 


27th, 28th. 
bath-Breaking,” ** Apostle of Liberty,” ‘‘ False Claims of the 
Church." 
hearhim. The old bell-wether of the New Light church came 
to hear ** The Apostle of Liberty.” 
get the school-house. 
us out. 
the law gave us the house beyond question. 
move was to get an old Methodist priest to hold forth in the 
New Light church. The lecture was a little the longer, and 


I see you sometimes hav a little tariff’ 


dition. There are placés; I am reliably informed, where they 


| are now actually suffering for want of food; they are appeal- 


ing for aid. Nearly all the western portions of our state are 
more or less affected by this unprecedented severe drouth. 
We fortunately had sufficient rain here to make a, com- 
paratively speaking, fair crop, while but a few miles west— 
even in this community—but very little of anything was 
raised. Although we had some rain last fall, enough to start 


the early sown wheat, it is now again becoming dry, and 
prospects at present are rather gloomy. 


T. Tugo. Cotwior. 


Brieurton, Inn., Jan. 12, 1887. 
Mr. Eprron: You will please find inclosed $11.50, for sub- 
Ithink it is the best Liberal paper 


Such men, I think; are not quite out of the 
I think your opinion on the trialof the Anarch- 


"McArthur's letters to “ D. C." are good, and if what 


in fact, it is all good. Kcep on in well-doing, and 


Wishing you success, C. A. SHATTUOK. 


East OAKLAND, CAL., Jan. 4, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $2 for my subscription for Tur 


TRUTA SEEKER. lam sorry at not being able to send you 
more money at present, but as soon as I can spare a few 
dollars am going to send to you for Thomas Paine's and 
R. G. Ingersoll's complete works. 
Mr. Ingersoll twice when he was here in Oakland. 
called on him in company with a friend, a strong Freethinker, 
A. H. Schow. I think Mr. Ingersoll is one of the finest and 
best speakers L ever heard, and it would be a grand thing if 
we should be able to put him in the presidential chair at 
Washington. 


I had the luck. to hear 
I also 


You can count me as a steady subscriber for your valuable 


paper; it would be impossible for me to get along without 
it, and I agree with the gentleman that sent you ten dollars 
for a year's subscription ; it is worth that amount for those 


who can afford to pay it. ANDREW JOHNSON. 


GorpsMirH, IND., Jan. 1, 287. 
Mr. Eprron: We had Mr. Remsburg with us December 
He gave three lectures at Petersburg—'' Sab- 


We had some of the pious old saints come out and 


We had a hard time to 
No stone was left unturned to keep 
Some went so far as to see à lawyer about it, but 
Their next 


the minister's congregation came to hear it when about half 
delivered. We feel that we came out first-best all round I 
brought Mr. Remsburg to my home and entertained him. I 
know his lectures were well received. He is much of a gen- 
tleman, and a fine speaker. 

Mr. Editor, as you ask for names of Liberals, Iinclose a 
list. Davip SMITH. 


New BnuNswiOK, N. J., Jan. 12, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: My morning’s mail reminded me that an- 
other year had spun around, and that I had again the pleas- 
ant duty of adding my mite in support of the welcome TRUTH 
SEEKER, and I inclose another year’s subscription. I went to 
8 dinner in your city the other night, and the tables were 
loaded down with a great variety of food, many kinds of 
which it would be impossible for me to enjfy, but there were 
so many palatable other dishes that I think it was the best 
dinner I hav sat down to in many years. So with your paper 
—there are many articles which I cannot stomach, but there 
are so many more which to me are benedictions that from the 
pleasure derived I feel it a privilege to continue. An Agnos- 
tic friend of mine wrote me a few days ago, said he had given 
up your paper and was subscribing for the—or, rather, to 
the ,and sent me a copy. When I had time I glanced 
over it, and wrote him in return that, while your paper was 
bad enough, the other was infinitly worse, and that I could 
not think of deserting Father Bennett's ship. 

Yours truly, Horace L. Fargomirp, M.D. 


Fort Warn, Inb., Jan. 17, 1887. 

“Mr. Eprror: Within please find $5—$2.50 to apply on 
my paper, and $2.50 for a new subscriber. l hav been 
working for that subscriber for over a year. [I tell you it is 
hard work to find Freethinkers here; too many doxology 
shops for them to thrive. There are a few, but they dare 
not make their convictions public, or they would be brought 
before the people in such a manner as to ruin their business. 
So they say nothing, but keep up a devil of a thinking. 
There is an old saying that it is hard for a cat to be in hell 
without claws, and it is about the same fora Freethinker 
here. Still I do not feel discouraged. I sent you a new sub- 
scriber last year; now another. That is encouraging, taking 
into consideration that we hav two theological colleges 
(Lutheran and Methodist), two Catholic churches (English 
and German), having the second largest congregation in the 
state; three Presbyterians, three Lutheran, with a church or 
two for every other Christian creed, I believe, making us the 
most church-cursed city in the state (to a population of 
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strong language. 


scribers, so I renew my own for two years. 


It is a fact, though, as I will prove. Here 
we hav millions of church property that pays no taxes while 
it costs as much to protect it as other property of the same 
value. Consequently we hav to pay that much more taxes. 
Now these are the facts in this case: While we hav the 
largest and most costly church-edifices in the state, we also 
hav a county deht of $265,000 (city debt about the same in 
proportion) without à decent road in the county (two toll- 
roads excepted) or decent street in the city; no parks, no 
place to pass a quiet hour, except it be a church or saloon ; 
and as the church services hav become so stale, the saloons 
are very numerous, and are doing a thriving husiness. Now, 
Mr. Editor, I think that this non-resident God (it would be 
hard work for the preachers to prove that he ever was a resi- 
dent of the state) should be compelled to pay his taxes just 
the same as other people. Then we should soon be out of 
debt and hav some improvements in our city. J. S. Frost. 


Satem, O., Jan. 4, 987. 

Mz. Epiror: My physical and financial restrictions com- 
pel me to limit my aspirations to your lowest terms, $5 for 
two years, which I herewith remit. 

Iam glad to see Spiritualism is sustained. I supposed it 
would be, and am glad to see it is done, and done so well as 
it is said to be by Colonel Kelso and the Bible. The objec- 
tions to Spiritualism always seemed to me so inefficient as to 
make for the other side. When the raps appeared in western 
New York forty years ago, they were explained as sounds 
produced by the toe joints, and this poor explanation was 
persisted in for many years, and now it is persistently insisted 
that Kelso’s book defeats its purpose by showing that there is 
falsehood as well as truth in the Bible. The fact is, as it 
seems to me, the Bible isa good witness to a believer therein, 
and would remain such even though explained as not infalli- 
ble, but, like all other testimony, liable to be erroneous and 
deceptiv, and also that this explanation. is due from those 
who would use it as a witness. 

It is said our business with notions differing from our own - 
is to understand them, not to quarrel with them. I think Ma- 
terialists are not always aware that we reject the supernat- 
ural, the miraculous, and are as philosophical on the un. 
known and unknowable as the full-fledged Agnostic. i 

Joan MoDonarp. 


OsnonN, Onto, Jan. 17, 1887. 

Mr. Epnrron: As there are so few Liberals here that hav 
any means and sand enough to be candid and tell their 
honest thoughts, I see but little chance to get new sub- 
Can't do without 
Tur Truru SEEKER, and am fully convinced that you are 
doing a grand work. When your illustrations first began I 
thought them a little rough on sincere, yet beguiled religious 
people; but I hav changed my mind, and think them a great 
addition to the paper. Watson Heston is a genius, and he 
has chosen a fruitful field, for there are enough Bible -ab- 
surdities to furnish him a subject for every day of his life, 
even if he should liv a thousand years. 

I am a thorough Freethinker, for there is no subject or 
question so sacred that [ will not think and reason about it 
without the least prejudice or reverential awe. Iam a Ra- 
tionalist, for I am always ready to receive and accept what- 
ever seems to me rational or reasonable. Iam an Agnostic, 
for I do not know whether there be a God or future state, or 
not; but still it does seem that the weight of argument is 
against it. Ido wish people could talk about their religious 
differences without passion, the same as they can about other 
subjects. Then, perhaps, more people would be honest and 
candid, and say what they think. S. F. Woopwarp. 


Wzsr Union, O., Jan. 15, B.M. 287. 

Mr. Eprron: In remitting my dues, as one of the first 
class referred to in your recent notice to delinquents, I desire 
to speak of the excellence and indispensableness of Tug 
Trura Seeker. Our Liberal society here is in a rather 
stationary condition, owing to the fact that, with a few ex. 
ceptions, its members are not stimulated by the splendid facts 
sent out every week in Tug Trora SEEKER. I inclose a 
circular showing an effort I made to hav a social meeting of 
Adams County Liberals, and hoping to take a few subscribers 
for Tue TRUTH SEEKER, but the day was terribly cold, and 
about twenty friends sat down to dinner, but no subscribers 
were taken. 

Until the entire mental and moral energy of Liberals 
is stirred into activity, through a realization of the vital 
human interests at stake in the deadly contest between 
Secularism and superstition, no Secular society can hav the 
vital force and cohesivness necessary to success. This 
realization and condition of growth it is scarcely possible to 
attain, except by each member reading weekly Tus TRUTH 
SEEKER, and pondering its momentous and serious facts, and 
thus coming into sympathy with the grand Liberal magnetism 
of the age. The success of broad humanitarian Liberalism 
depends more on Tyr Truru SEEKER than on any other 
paper published on the planet. J. F. Brox. 


Harwion, Mass., Jan. 12, 287. 

Mr. Eprroz: Please find within $3.75—75 cents of which 
pass in to Father Hacker when convenient. I hav been wait- 
ing to see other parties send their fee, but hav not run across 
them; shall endeavor to soon. . 

I hav only to say Tne TRUTH SEERER is all I can ask for— 
& paper full of the best, most useful, and pertinent literature. 
Besides, the cartoons are multum in parvo. Letno one fear . 
to raise the ire of mythologists. Giv them an inch, and they 
will take an ell. Slam-bang at them rather than bate your 
breath, but let us never be disrespectful to others that hon- 
estly differ from us. As Paine said, “ Destroy the kiug, but 


85,000). Some of my church-going friends may think this is | save the man," so I would say, Destroy Christianity, but 
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save the poor dupes who in earlier life were seduced bv its 
insidious influence. d: 
I enjoy reading the incisiv contributions of Si Slokum and 
Mr. Peck, and scarcely less the grand expositions of your 
able contributors who lay bare to view the consummate 
monstrosity of the Roman church. How glad I am that 
there are able men among us that can doit! And then the 
two pages of “Letters to Friends"—they are amusing and 
instructiv. And what excellent opportunities to get into 
correspondence all over the country! Ithink we ought to 
avail ourselvs of such excellent chances. And the little ones 
so well entertained by that lover of children in the Corner! 
Many a girl and many a boy, I dare say, will hav been 
* saved as brands from the burning" by the large-hearted 
editor of the Corner, whose philoprogenitivness is. aptly 
called into requisition for children who, in a certain degree, 
she can call her own. B. F. ROBBINS. 


l Brarpstown, Jan. 22, 1887. 
Mr. Evrror: Permit another item on Lincoln's religion. 
Last May, when on Memorial day we were in Springfield, Ill., 
we had the pleasure of an extended conversation with Hon. 
W. H. Herndon, Lincoln's early law partner. This partner- 
ship began in 1848, and only the assassin’s bullet dissolved it. 
The conversation turned upon Lincoln's religious views, 
about which there seems, according to the standpoint taken, 
to be.a variety of views. „Mr: Herndon notably knew Lin- 
` coln longer and more intimately than any other living man. 
He told us that when Lincoln was a clerk in a country store 
in Sangamon county the latter wrote a very fanciful book, 
militating against the Bible from an orthodox standpoint. 
His employer, having read the work, replied, ** You are a 
rising young man; but if you publish this book you will for- 
ever blight your worldly prospects." Lincoln then and there 
put the MS into the fire, after he had ‘‘ put the fire.into the 
manuscript." Mr. Herndon further told us that Lincoln's 
religious views were then practically those held by the liberal 
wing of the Western Unitarian Conference, namely, that 
while he would not submit to any dogmatic tests, he did 
honestly and at all times endeavor to promote ‘‘truth, 
righteousness, and love." Such, practically, is the sum of 
Colonel Ingersoll’s religion. And if we do not much mis- 
take, Ingersoll to-day and Lincoln, were he living, would, 
upon application, be cordially welcomed into the fraternity 
of the more progressiv Unitarians in the West. So would 

scores of others who hold like principles. Zoa Topsis. 


Osukosn, Wis., Jan. 23, 1887. 
Mr. Eprron: In your editorial of the 22d inst. I notice 
you refer to a split in the Knights of Labor and the Lutheran 
church, and seem to think that the Knights of Labor will 
lose many members thereby. I am a Knight and I think I 
know whereof I speak. It is true that we hav lost a few 
members by the action of the priests of. not only that denom- 
. ination, but others as: well; but where we hav lost one we 
hav gained two. Now, look at the absurdity of their action! 
In the first place, these priests object to their members be- 
longing to any secret society, while at the same time they 
call a secret convention of Lutheran priests to determin, or, 
in other words, to t&ke & vote whether the Knights of Labor 
‘shall go to heaven or hell (I can’t do away with the old 
version, for it seems more expressiv). Now, I know many 
church-members who are Knights, and who would let the 
church and its priests go, to the devil before they would giv 
up their Knighthood; and if those priests will come to me I 
will giv them a pass to the warm climate aforesaid, and a 
letter of introduction to his Satanic majesty, with a request 
that he will stir up the fires a little for their benefit, and if 
necessary use the Knights of Labor coal for that purpose. I 
am Satisfied that all the churches and preachers are deter- 
mined, if possible, to break up our organization; but if the 
heads of the order do their duty, the blow will fall upon the 
churches. I think it would be safe to say that the Lutheran 
church alone will lose ten thousand members in this state if 
they persist in fighting us, and they cannot afford to do it. 
As for me, I hav a Bible of my own, and it consists of but 
one book, and that book has but one chapter, and that chap- 
ter Contains but one verse, and that verse is composed of 
only two words—viz., Do right. My Bible needs no re- 
vision, consequently we can do away with a large army of 
priests, and the money it takes to Support them could be 
given to the deserving poor of our land. I believe the 
Knights of Labor arc doing more for the poor to-day than all 
the churches in the country. I do not blame the poor work- 
ingmen for their belief, for it has been taught them from 
childhood, but I do blame tlie preachers when they teach what 
they know to be false. Our order is in a flourishing condi- 
tion in this city, and these wolves in sheep’s clothing will 
find it out in the near future. Iam more and more pleased 
with Tug TRUTH SEEKER and its cartoons, and agrce with 
you on the Anarchist question, all others to the contrary 
notwithstanding, and I admire the writings of many of your 
correspondents. I am only an humble mechanic, so you 

cannot expect much from me. Gro. M. Harz. 


LETTER FROM SI SLOKUM. 
2 Lewis Avs., BRookrxs, N. Y., Jan. 20, 1887. 

Brorner Maoponatp: What's the matter with the folks 
the country about? It would appear that they think that 
this man, that man, and t'other man—any man but Si Slokum 
—are bent on working up a revolution through the columns 
of Tak Trura SEEKER, and all on account of à supposition 
and conundrum in an article of mine which you published, 
entitled, ** The Impending Revolution," which supposition, 
to begin with, was, Suppose the mighty host of this country’s 
workers should lay down its tools [this doesn’t appear to be 
taking up arms, does it ?] some fine day, and resolve to do no 


‘handed sort. Nothing is so cowardly as wealth. 


Jj | 
more work until matters. between its millions of members 


and comparativly few grinding employers were adjusted. to 
the scale of justice, as between man and man ; if not the pre- 
cise words, the precise supposition, as a whole; and which 
conundrum was as follows: ** Grabocrats, monopolists, and 
robbers in general, including Jay Gould and his pals, the 
Wall street bandits [when comes the laying down of tools— 
not taking up of arms], what are you going to do about it ?" 

This supposition, with the. conundrum—I admit that the 
first was somewhat startling, and the second decidedly stag- 
gering—knocked the sycophantic defenders of monopolies 
and grabocracy silly, and they are getting no better of their 
silliness very fast, it would: appear, for they charge that Si 
Slokum is James Redpath, Colonel Hinton, Jeff Davis, 
Geronimo, Bismarck, General Bowne, Ben Butler, Bombastes 
Furioso, and hell —excuse me, sheol—knows who else. 

Now, be it known to the timid, wherever they are, that Si 
Slokum is not James Redpath; that, personally, he doesn't 
know James Redpath from: the exalted St. James; that 
Si Slokum is zot Colonel Hinton; that, personally, he doesn’t 
know Colonel Hinton from—oh, any Kentucky colonel you 
can name; that Si Slokum is not any other homo than Si 
Slokum himself; that Si Slokum's personality, years, avoir. 
dupois, moderate fondness for extract of corn or rye, and 
hatred for grabocrats, are all his own and no other person's. 
Hoping this will be satisfactory so far as setting me on the 
shoulders of those who, doubtless, are burdened enough al- 
ready, is concerned, I remain, 

- Yours fraternally, Sı Sroxvv, himself. 

P.8.—As I, and not Redpath, et al, must be the one who is 
trying to kindle the fires of revolution through the columns 
of Tue Truru SEEKER, I would say to ** Inter Nos,” and all 
other inter noses, that Iam not seeking to kindle anytLing 
but the fire that keeps the pot boiling; but all the same, and 
without any “ kindling” effort on my part, the “ revolution” 
I spoke of will sooner or later be on—a comparativly blood- 
less ‘‘ walk-over,” if according to my supposition—is on the 
way now, and ‘revolutions never go backward ;” and the 
monopolistic grabocrats, the plutocracy of the country, are 
doing their best to fan it intoa flame. I repeat, in effect, 
what I said in that all-disturbing article, that, if it comes 
red-handed, it would be, perhaps, better for the country, as 
the grabocracy would not forget it as quickly as the white- 
S. 8. 


: LEXINGTON, Ky., Jan. 10, 1887. 
* He went about doing good ” 

Mr. Eprror: That practice continued would bring to- 
gether assemblies of disciples until there would not be room 
to contain them. 

Let Freethinkers remember that a taste for fanaticism 
being absent from us, there is but one course to adopt to pre- 
vent Liberal ideas from falling into the oblivion which stands 
like a vampire ready to devour all shades of opinion, good, 
bad, or indifferent. The world, with all its advantages, is 
not firmly intellectual, but plastic, like clay, and can be 
molded by the shrewd manipulator into any shape, unless 
the few to whom this would be distasteful will arise and 
demand that our theories shall harden into real plans and in- 
stitutions which will perpetuate our views and make them 
the greatest and most substantial things in the world. Love 
is the only principle which cannot be trampled out and ob- 
literated by the foot of time or tyranny, the only magnetic 
force which prevents the universe from falling back to star- 
dust. 

Let it be remembered that a habit of self-indulgence carries 
with it a kind of self-condemnation, a sensation of restless- 
ness, which is not felt when most of our time is spent in do- 
ing good. 

What shall render the future of the world different from 
the past? Instead of the reign of a brutish indifference, a 
careless selfishness, and disregard of the rights of others, all 
the sweetness of the human heart must become prominent. 

The yearning love for the world, which burnt in the heart 
and moistened the eyes of Voltaire, we must experience by a 
happy contagion, which will permit us no longer to behold 
with indifference human beings with the intellects of angels 
sinking to the degradation of fiends, because, forsooth, they 
were raised so—the hydra was not strangled in the cradle, 
which poisoned these infants’ breath, which covered them 
and filled the heart with the foul slime of hypocrisy, delu- 
sion, discontent, and all the dreariness of despair. That 
deep, passionate love which is indigenous to the human 
heart must sleep no longer, but awake with an ecstatic thrill 
and “bless them unawares,” like the Ancient Mariner, when 
the cursed albatross of hatred, and sloth, and pride, will 
leave us, and sink like lead into the sea of earth's misery and 
shame. 

But you ask, What will create such love? What, O 
Heavens! when men and women all around you are not only 
sick with poverty and sorrow, but are poisoned and en- 
feebled, their best powers crippled by the corruption, the 
horrible stench, the strangling slime, the withering contagion 
which the Jewish Bible emits from its black, b:oody, and 
guilt-stained pages. Like the flies and lice of Egypt, it 
covers alike counters, tables, kneading-troughs, makes the 
air sickly and malarious, and distorts the brain until the 
loathsome nightmare of falsehood, distortion, and corrup- 
tion are the only mental fruit of what we call mind. What 
glorious things we could do if we were not trammeled with 
robes of Jewish folly, expected to utter incantations instead 
of using all our energies in the cause of knowledge and 
benevolence. 

What would be your emotions to see your friends exposed 
to the plague, smallpox, cholera, and black vomit at one 
fearful moment of time? Would you not rush and bring to 
bear quickly upon the case every influence which was avail- 
able for purposes of relief, security, and future happiness? 


Agitate, keep the subject before the people, fear not to pass 
the hat for money, until the land is dotted with beautiful 
Freethought school-houses and lecture rooms, happy homes 
for orphans and poor young men and women. 

If our poor are comforted and relieved, well. If enthusi- 
asm is wanting, we must be disgraced or get up an artificial 
heat from somewhere, such as sustained the followers of 
Cromwell in their fiery opposition to royalty, church, and 
state, creeds, etc. i 

A new Cromwell should arise, who would be able to lead 
peaceful hosts into Washington, and while the usual discus- 
sions are going on, he should calmly order delinquents to the 
“ painted chamber,” entertaining tlie audience with a history 
of their doings as they passed before him, as was done long 
ago in England. How often we hear the expression used, 
** The truth is powerful, and will prevail;" but the truth will 
never conquer except by the superhuman efforts of burning 
and determined hearts who are resolved to conquer or die. 

But the beautiful glow of the universe is not compelled 
entirely by outside force, neither is morality made of rigid 
lines or logical rules. Feeling ofttimes determines what is 
best for us, and the tissues which giv birth to these feelings, 
so susceptible of improvement, are a legacy handed down 
from previous experiences and influences. 

Make the most, then, of what you find in human nature. 
** Coincide with it,” and draw it into something broader and 
more noble by a magnetism which brings enchantment to the 
soul. Men of the finest mold are a kind of prophets, show- 
ing what the world can be, but men of the passions well di- 
rected leave an impress which defies the power of time to 
efface. 

If the faint enthusiasm of reason is intrusted with the care 
of the mighty undertakings in question, we may fail where 
we ardently hope to succeed. The world is but hu- 


man; every feeling, association, and memory upon the side 


of right should be enlisted ; every harmless piece of machin- 
ery &nd artistic device should be used to arouse the heart of 
man and lead him into a new and glorious field of action. 
We can learn human nature from the practices of the 
Methodists, and some keen-sighted Spiritualist has, I think, 
brought the news to us that even in heaven, when tlie golden 
streets seemed cold and lonesome, some dear member would 
contrive to get a few chips from an old Methodist church to 
make a fire, around which they would pray and shout until 
the bliss of heaven was held at a discount. ALBAZA. 


Roox Grove, ILL., Jan. 12, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: I see by the last Truru SEzxER that you 
call on your readers or patrons to furnish you with names of 
solid Infidels that are not now readers of Tus Truri SEEKER, 
with a view to send them sample copies. I hav taken a view 
over the field of this locality, and hav selected the herein in- 
closed list of names as proper persons to be tempted with 
sample copies. They all hav stood the brunt of revival 
meetings all along without being affected by them in the 
least, and some arc quite old men. However, they are gen- 
erally of the Agnostic kind (the don't know kind); but as 
they are all intelligent persons, it would be a great gain to 
the cause to put weapons in their hands such as Tus Trorn 
SEEKER, and other Liberal and scientific literature. They 
would then be enabled to talk back to some purpose, in place 
of simply keeping mum. 

While I am at it, I may as well giv you some inside view 
of our little farm community, or neighborhood. The rule 
here is, the ghostly church leaders keep up revival all winter, 
which in the main is not preaching or explaining scripture 
texts, but simply going through & performance that to a deaf 
person would look like a backwood’s show, the object of 
which evidently is to mesmerize the weak and negativ-mind- 
ed, which is sometimes accomplished, especially if the 
operator is a strong positiv person, and the surroundings are 
favorable, mostly effectiv on children and young females ; 
rarely on strong, positiv men, and hardly ever on positiv, in- 
telligent, and well-informed women. Always toward spring 
the ** bloods become tired of the sameness of the thing, so 
they change the program by calling out the fiddle, which 
soon dissipates the mesmeric influence (at least in most 
cases), or at least turns it in another and more natural chan- 
nel, where a natural instinct plays a big part. Indeed, no 
coaxing, praying, or preaching is at all necessary. The 
thing goes booming from the start, but just as soon as the 
frost is out of the ground, then all the winter sports are 
dropped without the least formality, and by common consent 
the thing stands adjourned to next December. Souls need 
no saving in summer, and there is no time in a farming com- 
munity to attend frolicking parties. Iam a man of seventy- 
five years of age. What a grand change has taken place 
since my young days! Then it was considcred a most hor- 
rid crime to say the Bible was originally fixed up by cunning 
old monks, and that no God ever authorized them to write it, 
and that it all was a myth and a sham to lead ignorant and 
uninformed people by the nose. But now it has become not 
only honorable to say so, but is deemed a sure sign that a 
man has a sound and intelligent mind. The same idea is 
even proclaimed from the pulpit itself, and that by some of 
the most gifted preachers in the world. And what is morv, 
such hav the largest and most respectable congregations, and 
the best paying ones, too. 

I hav been a subscriber and reader of Tig TRUTH SEEKER 
since D. M. Bennett first started it at Paris, Ill., some four- 
tcen years ago, I believe. *Rah for the pictures! I am cut- 
ting out all my pictures from Tur Trotu SEEKER, to preserve 
them in a scrap-book, before sending out the reading matter 
on missionary work. I would suggest that it would be an 
advantage to print advertisments or other unimportant mat- 
ter on the opposit side of the large picture, for the cutting 
out spoils the reading matter of the second page, which is 
generally valuable. SoLomon FISHER, 
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Children’s Qorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
‘When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Miss Lillipop’s Housekeeping. 


Little Miss Lillipop thought she must help 

'To wash up the dishes and wipe up the shelf, 

To brush off the table and sweep up the floor, 

And clean off the stains from the paint on the 
door, 


She put on her apron, and pulled up her sleeve— 

She didn't want work that was only make-believe ; 
* For muzzers who've dot yittle chillens,” said she. 
* Must hav yittle housekeepers ; dat’s what I'll be.” 


Little Miss Lillipop went through the room, 

Whisked the dust high with the edge of ber broom, 

Broke the poor cup which she dropped on the 
floor, 

Left the paint twenty times worse than before. 


Splattered and splashed—but oh, how could I 
chide ` 

The little swelling heart with sweet helpful pride ? 

“Por how would my muzzer be able,” said she, 

“ To get froo her work if she didn't hav me?” 


——e —————— 
Science Column. 


‘Under the above heading we propose to giv 
‘a short sketch every week on topics relating 
to the world in which we liv. Every child 
‘comes into being ignorant of its surroundings 
‘and the laws that govern life in its varied as- 
pects and conditions. 

He is obliged to learn all about the world, 
and how to liv in it, all about life and his re- 
lations to the same. In the past it has been 
that too many were ready to die before they 
had learned how to liv. They were started 
on the wrong track, and were instructed ir 
the geography and philosophy of another 
world before learning the rudiments of this— 
they were taught, ignorantly, it may be, the 
ethics of another life before they had learned 
the morals of thís one. : 

In preparing and offering the little items of 
scientific information which we propose, it is 
our desire that the children who shall become 
jinterested in them will feel that they are 
. Starting somewhere near the right way in the 
journey of life, and they will not be obliged 
to unlearn much of that which they find in 
this column in after years. The letter in 
another column suggests ** World-Building ” 
for our first topic.—En. C. C. 


WORLD-BUILDING. 


Tis a grand old world, with stories bright 
And fresh as morning dew, 

Which grow and gleam on our growing sight 
In ever deepening hue. 


Tt is, indeed, a grand and lovely world that 
we liv in, and it is very natural to want to 
know all about its birth and growth. 

"There are those who hav made this world a 
study, and who hav devoted much time to 
the understanding of its silent but powerful 
forces. 

Our world, the earth,is, as you may know, 
& planet, belonging to what is termed the 
solar system, and is like a book full of beau- 
tiful pictures, whose every page is ornament- 
ed with precious jewels. 

A planet is an object or body that revolves 
around the sun. Its name is from a Greek 
word, planetes, and stands for a wanderer. 

“Solar” means belonging to the sun, and the 
solar system comprises those planets and 
their moons and comets that travel around 
the sun at different distances. 

The planets are not shining and bright, be- 
cause their outer surface or crust has become 
cold. Besides our earth there are seven 
other big planets in our solar system. Their 
names are Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, 
Saturn, Uranus, and Neptune. 

People hav been very ignorant in the past 
about how these planets or worlds came to 
be, and many children hav been taught wrong 
stories in regard to world-building. It is only 
within a hundred years that people generally 
hav begun to learn the truth. Before that 
they were prevented from learning many 
things by ignorant men who. had power and 
were called priests. i 

Geology tells us about the structure of our 
planet. 'This word is from the Greek, and 
means to talk about the earth. 

Millions cf years ago the earth was a little 
bit of nebula—a cloudy, hazy, misty, baby 
spot, thrown off, probably, from the sun, and 
it went whirling, rushing, like a whirligig, 
around and around, on and on, through 
space, faster than we can think. As it flew 


through space, atoms adhered to it, and it 
grew larger by degrees. ; à 
You ask how it came to be round. It was 
in obedience to a force, or law, which we can 
see in operation to-day in the rounded apple, 
or the drop of dew on & rose in summer 
time. For thousands and thousands of years 
the earth was growing amid steam, vapor, 
heat, and storms, like a swelling bud that 
some time was destined to blossom in brightest 
bloom and beauty. Fire, and smoke, and 
many gases, that to us would be poisonous, 
helped it to unfold, and after many ages of 
constant motion, and adding to its form, the 
heat of its body began to float off into space, 
obeying still its inherent law. As it grew 
colder and colder, it showed signs of solid 
matter here and there on its surface, with 
many rents and rifts. | 
` There were great gaps and yawning gulfs, 
earthquakes, volcanoes, geysers, melting 
rocks, fire and tempests, a thick and muddy 
atmosphere, and the elements all in frightful 
commotion, with & great many wonderful 
changes, in that early time, while the earth 
was working itself clear, and into shape and 
condition fit for our dwelling-place. . 
No one can tell the exact age of the earth, 
but it is safe to say it is more than a million 
years old. Its crust is thought to be about 
fifty or sixty miles in thickness, and it grows 
very hot as we penetrate deep down below its 
surface, and it is supposed that very hot fires 
are still raging in its heart or center. 
8. H. W. 
QurEsrions.—What is the earth? Define planet. 
From what word is it derived? Detine solar. 
What is the solar system? Do the planets shine? 
hy not?_Name the other planets in our solar 
system. How were the children taught formerly 
in regard to world-building? Who prevented the 
truth from being spoken? What does geology 
teach? Define the word. When was the earth & 
bit of nebula? How did it go through space? 
What adhered toit? How came it to be round? 
What aided its growth? What happened to it 
after Many ages? What occurred before it was 


fit to liv on? Docs anyone know the age of the 
earth? How thick is 18 crust ? 


9 —————— 
Legacies. 

When a rich man dies and leaves & written 
request that & certain other person shall hav 
his money for his own use, it is called a leg- 
acy. How many of the young readers of the 
Corner are there who would not like to re- 
ceive one? No doubt you all think you could 
appreciate that. . 

Now, there are other things besides money 
which are left for us by others, which are 
sometimes called legacies, which are not al- 
ways so well appreciated, yet are quite as 
useful. No doubt some of you hav had an 
intimate ‘‘grown-up” friend to whom you 
hav been accustomed to listen, and whose 
mind seemed to you to be a fountain of knowl- 
edge always overflowing with sparkling gems 
of wit and varied information. What sadness 
clouded your pathway when the life of that 
friend suddenly went out, and you realized 
what he had been to you! You felt that the 
loss to yourself and the world was great, in- 


deed, and how you did wish that you might | 


take up or become possessed of his goodness 
and wisdom, and if you could do this, how 
much better the world might be when you 


should leave it. 


While your friend could not leave to you 
all his wealth of wisdom, you will find as the 
years go by that he has indeed left you a rich 
legacy in the gems of thought, the fruit of his 
experience, which he dropped by the way 
while with you, and which are stored in your 
memory, ag money in the vaults of a bank, 
from which you may draw, as you are able, 
to use them to your advantage. You are 
continually being left legacies of this kind in 
the thoughts written and stored in the Corner, 
and.many other papers and books which hav 
been wiitten and printed, from which you 
can freely draw all you can use. There is 
one thing, however, which you cannot come 
into full possession of without labor and ex- 
perience. It is called good judgment. If 
you hav for some time been a careful reader 
of the Corner, and hav parents or guardians 
who are thinking people, and hav taught you 
to think for yourselvs, and as far as possible 
attribute the things that occur around you to 
their true causes, you hav already a great ad- 
vantage over those who are being reared by 
credulous and superstitious people, as many 
children are. a 

You hav, no doubt, learned that there are 
many things which can be demonstrated as 
being true; that is, can be positivly proved 
or made evident to the senses beyond question 
or denial. Such things are real facts, or truth. 


By comparing statements of which we know | 


little or nothing with what we do know, we 
learn whether or not they are true, because 
all truths will agree or be in harmony with 


_each other wherever found, Thus we may 


| 
increase our store of facts and strengthen our 


ability to judge correctly and quickly. We 
may soon form a habit of doing this, and be 
far less liable to be led into error. g 

When we hav seen it proved by experiment, 
and know that water will always flow down 
hill, unless some force greater than the force 
of gravitation acts upon the water to pre- 
vent, it would be difficult to make us believe 
that a man could cause a large body of water 
to Separate and stand like two solid walls, 
with nothing but the air between them, sim- 
ply by holding a rod like a walking-cane over 
or toward a portion of it. Perhaps you hav 
heard a story something like this. How does 
it compare with what you know of water? 
As you grow older, you will often hav occa- 
sion to apply such tests as above indicated, 
and the facts so obtained will serve to drive 
away many groundless fears which haunt the 
narrow minds of those ‘who hav not learned 
to apply them. i 

Yon will do well to remember that there is 
no subject too ‘‘ sacred” for the application, 
as there can be nothing more sacred than the 
truth. 

In this way you will liv longer and be hap- 
pier, besides leaving the world better than 
you found it, by making others happier also, 
because of your influence upon them. 

That you may all do this, and more, is the 
sincere wish of your Unoie GEORGE. 

[We thank the writer for the above beauti- 
ful legacy, and trust it may not be the last he 
wil leave the children of our Corner.— 
E». C. C.] 

————— 9 4-—— — ——— 
Our Puzzle Box. 


1.—4ANAGRAM. 
** A musical instrument like a large lute ” 
Is the thing that I mean when I speak of her 
boot. J. K. P. B. 


— 


2.—KITOHEN GARDEN. 


Fifteen vegetables. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN’S CORNER, 
JAN. 22, 1887. 

NESTLE 
TRA 
AY 
Y 


1.- 


2.-Arrow grass, hair grass, feather grass, 
broom grass, crown and beard grass; star 
flower, trumpet flower, wall flower, corn 
flower. 
te 


Correspondence. . 


Austin, Nev., Jan. 8, 1887. 
Dear Miss Wixon: This is my first letter I 
hav ever written, and as I am a little Free- 
thinker seven years old, I thought I would 
write my first letter to you. like the Chil. 
dren's Corner; mamma reads it to me. I 
read the children's letters every week. My 
papa has taken Tux TRUTA SEEKER for many 
years. We laugh at the pictures every week. 
Iam going to send for Aunt Elmina’s book 

for children. More next time. 
From yours truly, Harry Moss.. 


Cumine, Ga., Jan. 16, 1887. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I once more come be- 
fore you as a beggar, for which Iam ashamed 
—not to beg alms, but to ask a place in the 
Corner to thank tbe friends who hav respond- 
ed to my situation. I hav a friend indeed at 
Philadelphia, who has been sending me THE 
TRUTH SEEKER regularly. We hav moved, 
and changed our post-office to Cuming. Pa 
is a tenant, and since we hav been up here in 
north Georgia, we hav to move every year, 
and you do not know how hard it is on him. 
I began to think-we would hav to be thrown 
out all because pa is an outspoken Infidel, and 
the only one that dares to speak what he 
thinks. He will not act the hypocrit under 
any circumstances. I think he is wrong. I 
believe in policy myself. Oh, how I wish for 
a home! I hate the word “tengat, or 


“ gerf.” As Uncle Bob says, ‘‘ home is where 
the virtues grow.” Nuuu H. Gurarey. 
Ongiwa, Irrt., Jan. 1, 1887. 
Dear Miss Wixox: I go to school, and sit 
with another girl, whose name is Kate E. 
Main. She is as old as I am, and we are in 
the same classes. I study reading, arithme- 
tic, geography, language, and spelling. It is 
very cold weather here now, and the snow is 
deep. There are five of us going to school, 
two girls and three boys. I must close for 
this time. Yours truly, Epirn J. Rezs. 
Burnett, Nes., Jan. 5, 1887. 
Dear Miss Wixow: My sister wrote a let- 
ter to the Children’s Corner. so I thought I 
would write one. I am a little boy seven 
years old. Iam in the Third Reader, and 
study spelling and arithmetic. I hav four 
sisters and three brothers older. than myself, 
and one brother younger than I. Well. I 
guess this is a long enough letter for the first 
one, wishing you success with the Corner. I 
read the story in the last paper about, ‘ Are 
Your Hands Clean?” and I thought it was 
very good. Yours truly, G. L. Warner. 


ATLANTIO HionraNps, N. J., Jan. 15, 1887. 

Drar Miss Wixon: I liv at Atlantic High- 
lar ds, a Christian seaside resort. Our house 
is about twenty feet from the water of Sandy 
Hook bay.. I hav a boat and I go fishing and 
rowing in the summer, and in the winter I go 
to school. I am twelve years old. My 
studies are spelling, history, algebra, gram- 
mar, arithmetic, geography, Fifth Reader, 
and etymology. My papa takes Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER. I go to Sunday-school and read 
Tug TRUTH SEEKER at home. I like the 
pictures first-rate. My scbool-teacher told us 
the other day how the world was made. She 
said God took a stick and dipped it into 
molten fire and. brimstone, and whirled it 
around and a piece flew off and made this 
world, and another piece flew off and made 
Venus, and another piece flew off and made 
Jupiter, and so on until all the planets were | 
made. I wrote this for the Children’s 
Corner in Tur Truta Seeker; if you think 
it best, please put it in. 

Wit C. Srioxiz, aged 12 years. 


Natronat Sorprgns! Home, Va., Jan. 9, 287. 

Miss Wixon: I hav often thought of pay- 
ing tribute. to the Children’s Corner over 
which you so happily preside, but it has 
seemed on approach to be too sacred a pre- 
cinct for an old bachelor soldier to intrude 
upon. The open-faced letter (that is a print- 
et’s term) from Dena L. Diamond calls me to 
the front. Iam somewhat acquainted at the 
village of Ely, Vt., where that vonng and 
brave Freethinker resides, having been born 
in Port Mills village, in the township of 
Thetford (named after Thetford, England, 
where our honored Thomas Paine first saw 
thelight). Ely is in the next township, Ver- 
shire on the northwest, and in between is 
West Fairlee, in which I.hav lived about half 
my days, and where there are: some of the 
terrible Freethinkers also, and not altogether 
afraid of their own shadows. Tell your cor- 
respondent, for me, that there is no thought 
but Freethought; the ideas that are bound 
upon one by force or fear are not thoughts, 
but notions—not Yankee notious, but useless 
notions—and the reason the church people 
hate Col. Robert G. Ingersoll so much, and 
their dislike amounts to hatred, is because he 
tries so effectually to free them from the yoke 
of bondage which they hav worn ro long they 
think it a part of themselvs. They almost 
always speak of'him as Bob Ingersoll. Now, 
how refined and gracious that is! How 
would they like to hav us call Jesus Christ 
Jed Christ ? l 

I want to hav all our young friends learn 
to use the Bruno calendar, adopted by the 
Secular Union; at least, when writing on 
scientific and philosophical questions. They 
must know that Giordano Bruno was the first 
who brought such themes to & focus, and 
made a system of knowledge, showing that 
the universe was under the dominion of un- 
changing law, instéad of being governed at 
the hap-hazard beck of a God. and for doing 
this the Jamb-like Christians burnt him alive 
in the city of Rome, two hundred and eighty- 
six years ago. As the pious bigots say that 
the world is indebted to Christianity, as they 
name their nonsense, for civilization, whilst 
they teach Bruno's science in their schools, 
not letting their pupils learn there ever was 
such a person, we ought not to reckon time 
by the Christian style, but giv honor to whom 
honor is due, and date our chronology from 
the martyrdom of Bruno, making this year to 
be 287. I think that children are the most 
interesting creatures in the world, and the 
best that Christians believe about Jesus is that 
he was once a chubby baby boy. The Chil- 
dren's Corner is the most delightful part of 
Tne TRUTH SEEKER, and a deal of truth is to 
be found in it. I wish there was a whole 


paper published by the Liberals for the little 
ones. Your ‘Story Hour” is splendid, and 
if you and the good Trorta Serxer folks 
could arrange a Long Hour, it would be glori- 
ous. There,I am crowding the rightful oc- — 
cupauts out of their snug Corner, and shall 
hav to bow myself out. 
Yours for the children, 
Jonw Prescorr GurD. 
[Mr. Guild will please accept our thanks 
for the above beautiful letter and his kind ap- 
preciation of the Corner, which will never be 
sa f'sacred?" ag to bar him or any other 
; friend out. —En, O. €. 


Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


CALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. - 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
j OANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
COLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
. ILLINOIB. ; 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 


F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 


Bros., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
KANBAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 
MAINE. 


B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mie ex , Smyrn 


MASSAOHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MIOHIGAN.. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 


8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465.' 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 
Dr. Wolff; 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 
MONTANA. 
O. B. Whitford, Butte City. 
NEBRASKA. 


Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 


NEW YORK. 
Drentano Bros., Uuion Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 


OHIO. 
N. Hexter, 303 Superior street, Cleveland. 


Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 


OREGON. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr. J. H. Hhodes, 815 North 10th st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
TENNESSEE. 
Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 
TEXAB. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 
UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 
VIRGINIA. 
Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, Snowville. 


ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


Robt. G. Ingzersoll's 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 
in the suit of the 
Bankers’ and Merchants’ 
graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company. 


—o— 


So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that Tug TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


Tele- 


SPIRITUALISM 
Sustained 


By the Bible 


BY COL. JOHN R. KELSO. 
CONTENTS: 


SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE BIBLE. 


SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE CHRIS- 
TIAN CHURCH. 
SPIRITUALISM A NECESSITY IN GOD'S GEN- 

ERAL GOVERNMENT. 
SPIRITUAL MEDIUMSHIP. 


OBJECTIONS TO SPIRITUALISM ANSWERED. 


' Like all THE TRUTH SEEKER’8S publications, the 
mechanical ex+cution of the work is all that could 
be desired. Good paper, clear type—in short, a 
neat little volume. 

The primary object of the work, aa its title indi- 
cates, is tu sustain Spiritualism, but the absurdi- 
ties of the Christian religion, and the abomina- 
tions of the old Jew book, get a terrible shaking 
up. The book contains much to interest every 
Antelligent reader. . Colonel Kelso has done 
much acceptable work in the cause of Freethought 
and Liberalism all over the land. Send for his 
new book—read it—put it into the hands of every 
Christian ; it will teach him that the way of the 
fool is foolishness. Every Liberal who reads it 
will certainly find his “Spiritual” strength re- 
newed.—Jonn Peck. 

Bound in cloth, 245 pp., price $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
tf 83 Clinton Placer New York. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
BY W. 8. BELL. 
“Tam very much pleased with it, and I wish the 
seventy thousaud ministers of this country were 
obliged to purchase the pamphlet and read every 


word of it.” 
Price 15 cents. For sale at this office. 


I. N. BAKER, 


and Printed by Permission of 
the Author. 


DEATH IMPROBABLE, 
By L. R.' SMITH. 


Published and for sale by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER Co. 


CABINET. PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


85 Cents Each. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


REPLY 
TO REY. L. A. LAMBERT'S 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL. 


By H. W. Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of the Oatholic priest s 


Historical misstatements. 
Pries. Cloth, 21: Paper, 50 Cents. 


THE 


SHAKER EYE and EAR BALSAM 


SIXTY-FIVE YEARS’ INVARIABLE SUCCESS. 

Best known remedy for all afflictions of these 
organs. WEAK EYES. WEAK EARS, DEAF- 
NESS, and CATARRHAL AFFECTIONS immedi- 
ately reached. FAILING SIGHT. prevented. 
ROARING or DRUMMING OF EARS will cease. 
One box tells the whole story. 

Price, by mail, 30 cents. 
G. A. LOMAS, Shakers, N. Y. 
Use Shakers’ Spiritene for the Piles. 
10t52 


WHAT'S TO BE DONE? 


A NIHILISTIC ROMANCE. 


By N. G. TCHERNYCHEWSKY. With a portrait 
of the Author. ADAM by Beng. 
UCKER. 


Written in Prison: Suppressed by the Czar, The 
Anthor Over Twenty Years an Exile in Sibe- 
ria. Russian Edition worth $600 a Copy. 

First American Edition Exhauste 
in Four Days. Second now 
Ready, An Elegant 
olume of 330 
Pages. 
PRESS COMMENTS : t 
To call the book the “Uncle Tom's Cabin" of 
Nihilism is scarcely extravagance.—Boston Adver- 


tiser. 

It ig perhaps the book which has most power- 
fully influenced the youth of Russia in their 
growth into Nihilism, and it is remarkable and 
noteworthy asa work which has played 80 impor- 
tanta part in the political and social history of 
the century.—Boston Courier. | | . 

Asa revelation of folk hfe it is invaluable; we 
hav no other Russian pictures that compare with 
1t, —Providence Star. 

The characters are so stron giy and vividly drawn 
that the interest in their fate becomes intense ag 
the thread of the narrativ is slowly unwound.— 
Boston Saturday Evening Gazette. IS 

When we come to consider the publication of 
such books as Flaubert's “Salammbo” and Tcher- 
nychewsky's '* What's To Be Done?" we cannot 
avoid the conclusion that something must hav 
happened, to the society for the suppression of 
indecent literature.—St. Louis ica 


In cloth, $1; paper, 75 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Reported for the “ Truth Seekec ” by 


| OHE ONLY GORREGT 


New YORK: 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 
` 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


PRICE, A CENTS. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER 


Pamphlet, 82pp., 12mo, - Price, 10 cents. 


TRUTH SEEKER, FEBRUARY 5, 1887. 


EDITION. 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 


A OOMPEND oF THE NATURAL Laws oF In- 
DUSTRIAL PRODUOTION AND 
EXoHANGE. 


By J. K. Ineatzs, author of “‘ Soci] Wealth.” 


Price, 25 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 33 Olinton Place. 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. Asa 
Missionary Document it isunexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman’s Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
Church and the Republic. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture: Falsehood and 
Deoeptioñ ; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o: 
Conquest and, Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy: Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sun Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
abb ath during the Middle Ages: The Puritan 
abbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 25 cents; six copies. $1.00. 
Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the sto 
of | the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the agpersions cast upon 
it. Choive extracts from ‘Common Sense,” 
“ American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine's 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper. 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson an Unbeliever: 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cte. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention, J anuary 29,1884. Price, 


10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO 
22 Olinton Place. Naw 


Yo rk 


THE TRUTH SEVKFR ANNUAL 
Price, 25 cents. 
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OTTO WETTSTEIN'S 


PROGRAM FOR THE HOLIDAYS! 


IMMENSE STOCK OF 


Fine Gold and Silver Watches, Diamond Jewelry, 
Gold and_Plated Chains, Bracelets, Necklaces, 
Lockets, Pins, Drops, Studs, Sleeve Buttons; 
Plain, Chased, and Set Rings (a specialty); Gold 
and Silver Headed Canes; Gold Pens, Pencils, and 
Toothpicks; Gold and Silver Thimbles, Silver and 
Plated. Ware, Cutlery, Razors, Revolvers, Opera 
Glasses, Gold Spectacles, Eye Glasses, Albums, 
Harmonicas, Plush Comb and Manicure Sets, etc, 

All these goods will be sent subject to approval 
and return if not entirely satisfactory and cash 
refunded, and as a special inducement I shall de- 
duct 20 per cent from lowest bottom prices else- 


For a Christmas 
gift, nothing is nicer 
han one of my beau- 
tiful badges, enam- 
eled on solid gold in 
four colors. 

Prices, size of cut, 
$3, $3.50, $4. With 
genuin diamond, $6 
to $10. 

„Just out: Exactly 
like above, but smal- 
ler,$2. A little gem. 
Also, Watch Charms 
of larger model, $5 
to $15. 


blems of Freethought and Progress. 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, Rochelle, Ill. 


ELEMENTS 


DNIVERSAL HIS TORY 


FoR 
HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS AND 
FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 


By Prof H. M. Couingcr, A.M. 


This book is just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2.000 


‘| years 2.0., on up to 1883, all in a nutshell.—Etmínua 


Stenker. 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place; in the family it would be no 
less important, as conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Wixon. 

Mr. Cottinger’s intentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable; it may 
be commended as fulfilling its purpose of a con- 
cise and interesting historical text-book.—Milwau- 
kee Sentinel. 


PRICE, CLOTH, $1.50. 
For Schools in Quantities, $1.50. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE CONFESSIONAL: 
ROMISH AND ANGLICAN. 
An Exposé. 


By SALADIN. Price, 30 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


BLASPHEMY 


—AND— 


THE BIBLE. 


BY O. B. REYNOLDS. 


ghowing that the Bible and the believers in 
are the real blasphemers, and not the Secu 


larists. 
This is the pamphlet for tbe distribution 
which Mr. Reynolds is now indicted, and to be 


TRIED FOR BLASPHEMY 


May 31. 
Price, 10 Cents: 6 for 50 cents; 13 for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


S. P. Putnam’s Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 


Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cta. 
“A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power ; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day.”—Jonn 
Swinton's Paper. 

Golden Throne, a Romance. “The 
‘author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. Thebook:sfilled with 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcript of a manly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ ”—INGERSOLL. $1. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it.i 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. : 

Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Dr. Henry W. BELLows. $1. 

Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 
Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 

Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 
other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 

Adami and Heya. A Poetic version 
version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 


Eden, in which its superiority to the mntitated 
copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 


ents. 
For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; J. M. Pryse and J. 
M. Burgler, Printers, This paper is devoted spe- 
sially to the interests of our colonization enter- 

rise, the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and Fencrally 
to the practical solution of the problem of Integral 
Co-operation. Price, $1 a year; 50 cents for six 
months; 25 cents for three months 
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Poetry. 


The Battle of Life. 


Iam tired, lay me down; 
Welcome death; I sleep at last: 
I hav fought, but gained no crown; 
* One of a crowd," is all my past, 
Yet had I hoped a course to run 
Should bring me honor, wealth, and fame; 
‘Or if not all, but only one, 
Yet I, at least, should make a name. 


"Well, some must stand, and some must fall, 
‘Some must be leaders, some be led; 
The happy chance comes not to all; 
Some fight for honors, some for bread. 
When the brave leader yon decree 
Honors and rank and royal smile, 
Forget not, men as good as he 
Are standing in the rank and files 


—London Society. 
rh 


"Ingersoll and Lambert. 

For the past two years, but more especially 
the last three months, various Catholic friends 
hav persistently called my attention to a book 
entitled, ** Notes on Ingersoll,” by Rev. L. A. 
Lambert. I was assured that it completely 
demolished that celebrated Infidel, and one 
enthusiast remarked that the arguments used 
were so clear-cut, so convincing, they carried 
conviction to the most obdurate. 

The articles of Mr. Ingersoll, to which these 
‘“ Notes " were supposed to be an answer, first 
:Appeared in the North American Review, and 
‘are known as his controversy with Judge 
Jere. B. Black. I had read them, and thought 
‘that Ingersoll had by far the better of the 
argument. , Moreover, I did not remember 
having seen anything since which could 
‘cause me to change my mind. 

Therefore, I reasoned that if an obscure 
country pastor" could effect such a work, his 
place was not in an obscure, interior town, 
but in some large city, where, the observed of 
all observers, he could receive that homage 
justly his due for having saved Christianity 
from her impending doom. Hundreds of the 
most important positions in the church in 
Italy are occupied by men whose only claim 
to distinction is that they are members of 
some rich and powerful family. But here 
was one, an Irish-American, of poor but vir- 
tuous, parents, who, by his gigantic intellect, 
had destroyed with one fell blow what God, 
the virgin, the angels, and all the rest of 
Christendom had been vainly endeavoring to 
do for centuries. 

So I bought the book, determined that 
when it had carried conviction to my heart I 
would present the reverend gentleman’s 
claims to the holy father—claims which his 
nativ modesty would naturally prevent his 
presenting in person. I read it carefully 
three times, and each time felt more and niore 
satisfietl that it would not be fair to assist in 
having him removed from his present posi- 
tion, as, at least so says the Buffalo Catholic 
Publication Company, ‘‘ it is the wish of the 
people among whom he resides, that he may 
long be retained as pastor of St. Mary’s 
church, and that his health, strength, and 
usefulness may not be impaired for many 
years to come.” So the suffering souls of 
St. Mary's can depend that, so faras any exer- 
tion on my part is concerned, he is likely to 
remain ‘“‘ an obscure country pastor.” 

A woodcut of the Rev. Lambert, which 
graces the first page, shows & man of consid- 
erable mental ability, and an impression is 
made that, under other circumstances, he 
might hav been both an able and an original 
thinker. 

From a somewhat limited biography, I 
learn that he founded the Catholic Times. at 
Waterloo, N. Y., which has since consolidat- 
ed with the Union, and is now known as the 
Catholic Union and Times, of Buffalo. Also 
that he is an author: his '* Thesaurus Bibli- 
cus," or hand-book of scripture reference, 
being ** a mountain of scholarly research and 
patient toil.” 

The preface is by the Rev. Patrick Cronin, 


who takes to himself the credit for having 


published the “Notes” in pamphlet form, 


as originally they appeared only in the col- 


umns of the Buffalo Union and Times. For, 


says he, regarding them as a complete an- 
nihilation of the pretentious scoffer [Inger- 
soll], and desirous that they should reach a 
much larger public than could be secured by 
any newspaper,” etc., etc.—the nativ modesty 
of the author was overcome and the ‘‘ Notes” 
appeared. There is no question in regard to 
The spoils of Egypt, filthy lucre, 
It is claimed that 
one hundred and twenty-five thousand of 
these pamphlets, which could be produced at 
less than five cents per copy, hav been sold 
at twenty-five cents per copy. A clear case 


the motiv. 
had nothing to do with it. 


of ad majorem Dei gloriam. i 


existence, is not, and therefore is unintelligible, 
no object of intelligence or of intellect, on the 
principle that what is not is not intelligible. Con- 
sequently, to the reality of intelligence a real in- 
telligible is necessary ; and since the reality of in- 
telligence is undeniable, the intelligible must be 
asserted, and asserted as real, not as abstract or 
merely possible being. You are obliged to assert 
intelligence, but you cannot assert intelligence 
without asserting the intelligible, and you cannot 
assert the intelligible withoutasserting something 
that really 18; that is, without asserting real 
being. The real being thus asserted is either 
necessary and eternal being, being in itself, sub- 
sisting by and from himself, or it is contingent 
and, therefore, created being. One or tbe other 
we must say, for being which is neither necessary 
nor contingent, or which is both at once, i8 incon- 
ceivable, and cannot be asserted or supposed. 

Whatever is, in any sense, is either necessary 
and eternal, or contingent and created, is either 
being in itself, absolute being, or existence de- 
pendent on another for its being, and, therefore, is 
not without the necessary and eternal, on which it 
depends. If you say it is necessary and eternal 
being, you say it is God; if you say it is contin- 
.gent being, you still assert the necessary and 
eternal, therefore God, because the contingent is 
neither possible nor intelligible without the 
necessary and eternal. The contingent, since itis 
or has its being only in the necessary and eternal, 
and since what is not is not intelligible, is intelli- 
gible as the contingent only in necessary and 
eternal being, the intelligible in itself, in which 
-it has its being and therefore its intelligibility. 
So in either case you cannot assert the intelligible 
without asserting necessiry and eternal being; 
and, therefore, since necessary and eternal being 
is God without asserting God, or that God is; 
and since you must assert intelligence even to 
deny it, it follows that in every act of intelligence 
God is asserted, and that it is impossible without 
self-contradiction to deny his existence (Broum- 
son's Quarteriy Review). 


As he warms to the subject, the Rev. 
Cronin enthusiastically remarks: ‘ Would 
that those whose minds hav been poisoned by 
the specious pen and brilliant rhetoric of our 
American arch-blasphemer could read these 
'NNotes."  ** With cold, relentless cruelty, 
Father Lambert pursues Ingersoll in these 
pages, step by step, piercing him with keen 
Damascus blade at every turn; aye, dissect- 
ing him to the very marrow of his bones.” 
** Oh, that to-day we had more Father Lam- 
berts, especially in these United States, to giv 
us opportune pamphlets like this!” 

Now, the Rev. Lambert comes on the 
| scene, and in his introductory, after compar- 
ing Mr. Ingersol with Paine, Voltaire, 
Hobbes, Bolingbroke, and others, claims that 
as the objections Mr. Ingersoll raised were 
not original, there is no necessity for his an- 
swering them. ‘‘The proper way to meet 
Mr. Ingersoll is,” says he, ‘‘not to defend 
Christianity against his scattering, inconse- 
quent, illogical, and unphilosophical attacks, 
but to make his article the subject to be con- 
sidered,” etc—-and he proceeds to consider it 
by taking up various sentences and answer- 
ing them in this wise : 

INGERS ‘Lu. We know nothing of what we call 
the laws of nature except as we gather the idea of 
law from the uniformity of phenomena springing 
from like conditions. To make myself clear, 
water always runs down-hill. 

I thought this a rather clear proposition, 
and read the following answer with some sur- 
prise : 

LAMBERT. We acquire a knowledge of the laws 
of nature by observing the effects of the forces of 
nature; but we do not gather “an idea of law” 
from the study of these forces and effecte. The 
idea of law, in general, is, and must be, prior to 
the idea of particular laws, - etc., etc. 

This I thought to be mere quibbling. But 
he goes on to giv his “idea” that as ‘‘ water 
runs up in thé capillary tubes of every vege- 
table that grows” (by the by, this is called 
the force of suction, from which the word 
sucker is derived), and because ‘‘ the Missis- 
sippi carries its water up an inclined plane, a 
perpendicular distance of five miles,” and 
“the same is true of & portion of the Nile;” 
and as “the equator all around the earth is 
a mountain thirteen miles higher than the 
surface at the poles,” and the ‘‘ polar regions 
are vast sunken valleys," he concludes that 
the saying, ‘‘ Watcr always runs down-hill,” 
is incorrect, else the polar regions would be 
flooded. Therefore, when Mr. Ingersoll made 
the statement he knew nothing about the 
subject; in fact, less of this world than of the 
next. He adds, ‘‘ You saw, somewhere, a 
bit of water running down a hill, and you 
gathered an idea that it always does so.” 

And so he goes, on, on, on, ever quibbling, 
till the point is reached where, in speaking of 
the presumed existence of God, Ingersoll 
says: 

This question cannot be settled by saying thatit 
would be a mere waste of time and space to enum- 
erate the proofs which show thai the universe was 
created by a pre-existent and self-conscious being. 
The time and space should hav been wasted, and 
the proofs should hav been enumerated. These 
proofs are what the wisest and greatest are trying 
to find. 

LAMBERT. I shall produce the argument of a 
philosopher for the existence of God. It runs in 
this way: I allow you to doubt all things if you 
wish till you come to the point where doubt denies 
itself. Doubt is an act of intelligence; only anin- 
telligent agent can doubt. 1t as much demands 
intellect to doubt as it does to believe—!o deny as 
it docs to affirm. Universal doubt is, therefore, an 
impossibility : for doubt cannot, if it would, doubt 
the intelligence that doubts, since to doubt that 
would be to doubt itself. You cannot doubt that 
you doubt, and then, if you doubt, you know that 
you doubt, and there is one thing, at least, you do 
not doubt, namely, that you doubt. To doubt the 
intelligence that doubts, would be to doubt that 
you doubt, for, without intelligence there can be 
no more doubt than belief. Intelligence: then, 
you must assert, for without intelligence you can- 
not even deny intelligence, and the denial of in- 
telligence by intelligence contradicts itself, and 
affirms intelligence in the every act of denying it. 
Doubt, then, as much as you will, you must still 
affirm intelligence as the condition of doubting, or 
of asserting the possibility of doubt, for what is 
not, cannot act. 

This much then is certain, that however far you 
may be disposed to carry your denials, you cannot 
carry them so far as to deny intelligence, because 
that would be denial of denial itself, Then you 
must concede intelligence, and then whatever is 
essential to the reality of intelligence. Ín conced- 
ing anything you concede necessarily all that by 
which it is what it 18, and without which it could 
not be what it is. Intelligence is inconceivable 
without the intelligible, or some object capable of 
being known. So in conceding intelligence you 
necessarily concede the intelligible. The inteli- 
gible is, therefore, something which is, is being, 
real being too; not mere abstract or possible 
being. for without the real there is and can be no 
possible or abstract. The abstract, in that it is 
abstract, is nothing and, therefore, unintelligible; 
that is to say, no object of knowledge, or of the in- 
tellect. The possible as possible is nothing but the 
power or ability of the real, and is apprehensible 
only in that power or. ability. In itself, abstracted 
from the real, it is pure nullity, has no being, no 


Alas! poor Brownson. Iknew him well. 
Educated a Protestant, he tried in vain to 
gain an honest living by literary work. 
Heavy, dull, phlegmatic, his articles were 
too labored even for his cultured co-religion- 
ists; and it used to be said that eternity had 
been created for the sole purpose of studying 
his essays. Starvation stared him in the 
face. In & moment of inspiration he be- 
came a Catholic, and the world was electri- 
fied with the news that the great, the orig- 
inal, the profound Orestes A. Brownson 
would publish a quarterly review in the in- 
terests of the “Holy Church." In order 
that the cares of a growing family should not 
disturb his mental equilibrium, his son was 
educated by the church, and received holy 
orders. He is dead now. Peace to his 
ashes! His foibles, and those of his father, 
are buried in the grave. 

Well, the Review appeared, and no Cath- 
olic center-table had its complete outfit un- 
less one or more copies were ostentatiously 
shown on it. Time crept on; the Catholic 
world was not prepared or educated to re- 
ceive these wondrous argumentations, and 
slowly but surely the circulation of the 
Review fell off—off—off—til not a score 
stood on its books. And now, poor Brown- 
son is resuscitated by “an obscure country 
pastor,” and his insane ravings, superinduced 
by a too lavish use of chloral, are foisted on 
an American public as the conclusions of an 
eminent philosopher and incontestable proof 
of the existence of a God. - 

It is not my intention to analyze the 
“ Notes." Iread them for my own pleasure 
and profit. I will merely quote the last 
article, as it contains & proposition which I 
propose to notice. 


INGERSOLL. We should remember . that 
the early Christians believed everything but the 
trutb, and that they accepied paganism, and ad- 
mitted the reality of all the pagan miracles. 


LAMBERT’S COMMENT. In making and print- 
ing this statement you lose all claim to respectful 
consideration. We must brand it in the whole 
and in all its parts as a falsehood; and he who 
made it is ignorant or malicious, or both. And 
yet this falsifier talks glibly of “honesty” and 
“honor bright.” We charge Mr. Ingersoll with 
Jaisehooa in making the above statement. We 
ca'l on him to verify it or stand as a convicted 
falsifier. A falsifier cannot be trusted; his glib 
talk of honesty and virtue must be looked upon as 
a snare, like that of the profligate who talks of 
virtue to his intended victim. We can respect an 
enemy, but when we find deceit and falsehood in 
his methods, we relegate him to that disrespectable 
class which affords remunerativ employment to 
detectivs and policemen. A falsifier is a manu- 
facturer of base coin, a counterfeiter, a fraud. 

We here conclude these notes, believing we hav 
accomplished what we undertook to do. We hav 
said enough to convince our readers that Mr. 
Ingersoll is profligate of statement; that he is not 
to be trusted; that he is unscrupulous; that asa 
logician and metaphysician he is beneath con- 
tempt; that he is a mere galvanizer of old objec- 
tions long ago refuted ; that he is ignorant and 
superficial—full of gas and gush—in a word, that 
he is a philosophical charlatan of the first water, 
who mistakes curious listeners for disciples: and 
applause for approval. : 

Of course, we do not expect him to reply to us, 
and for several reasons. First, he will not want 
to; second, he cannot; third, he can pretend not 
to notice an obscure country pastor. Very well. 
Then let some of his disciples or admirers try to 
rehabilitate his smirched character. We.hold our- 


selva responsible to ‘him and to all the glib little 
whiffets of his shallow school. 

Nore ro NiNTH EpiTION. As I anticipated, Mr. 
Ingersoll has publicly declined to reply. 

Thus endeth this remarkable production— 
remarkable in more ways than one, remark- 
able in so far that a Catholic clergyman, even 
though ‘‘an obscure country pastor,” should 
raise his voice in defense of a Protestant 
champion of Christianity. Just think of it— 
Jere. 8. Black, a member of a church which 
characterizes the Catholic church as ‘the 
Scarlet Woman,” ' the Whore of Babylon,” 
and other pet and suggestiv names, being ‘de- 
fended by a Catholic priest—Jere. Black, 
puffed up to the skies as a defender of Chris- 
tianity! Well, well, times hav changed, for 
the publisher, Rev. Patrick Cronin, says 
* As may be observed, these ‘Notes’ are 
written from the broadest Christian stand- 
point; so that they onght to be as welcome 
to all who believe in Jesus Christ, and in the 
revelation he has made, as to Catholics. We 
need scarcely add the hope that they may 
hav a large circulation; and we ask all who 
glory in the triumph of Christian truth, to aid 
in spreading this pamphlet.” 

But who ever heard of a broad Christian 
standpoint—a standpoint so broad that a Cal- 
vinist and a Catholic could meet, and, with 
locked arms, sing the song of the saints? I 
never did, and Patrick Cronin and L. A. 
Lambert deserve the kindest considerations 
of all Christendom for having shoved that 
plank nito the Christian platform. 

But what is Christianity? From what 
standpoint is Jere. Black or the Protestant 
buyer of the ‘‘Notes” to view it? If Black 
views it from his own, then, according to 
Lambert’s he must be damned: unless—just . 
think of it—unless this mighty champion, 
with his “ great intellectual merit and ability,” 
this cogent reasoner, is willing to accept sal- 
vation by pleading’ guilty to ‘invincible 
ignorance.” 

But I hav more particularly to do with the 
concluding portion of the ‘‘-Notes.” I hav 
no doubt that Mr. Ingersoll had good and 
sufficient reasons for declining to meet Mr. 
Lambert. It is not customary for a leader to 
go out of his way to-answer every charge, 
even if made by aclergyman. The intellect- 
ual status of Mr. Ingersoll is too well defined 
to:need any explanation from him. The cu- 
rious reader of the ‘‘ Notes” will find a rea- 
son on its every page, and may possibly de- 
termin that Mr. Ingersoll simply declined '*to 
stoop to conquer." But it is different with 
me, and with thousands of others. Person- 
ally I am not—at least, I do not think I am— 
a “glib little whiffet of a shallow school,” 
but an open and avowed Infidel, and if the 
Rev. Lambert will hold himself responsible to 
me, I will, in lieu of a better man, meet him 
in the columns of the press and argue on the 
merits of his particular school. 

It is eminently fitting that ‘‘an obscure 
country pastor” should be met by one in his 
own station; by one who desires no higher 
position than that of a ‘‘ high private in the 
rear rank of the Liberal army." 

I should ask that we keep in view the truism 
that “a belief never changes a fact;" that 
the arguments should be impersonal; that we 
deal with cold facts, and that the articles ap- 
pear simultaneously in Tux TRUTH SEEKER 
and the Buffalo Catholic Union and Times— 
as the originator of this last, the Reverend 
Lambert, has claims which his admirer, the 
Reverend Cronin, the present editor, will not 
ignore. : 

On the part of Tur TRUTH SEE TER, and for 
its thousands of readers, can be promised a 
respectful hearing, not of sophistries, but of 
any facts that may be presented, for there are 
multitudes anxiously awaiting light, and if 
they hav immortal souls which can only be 
saved by mcans of the Catholic church, they 
want to know it; and want that knowledge 
right away. And so do I. 

Therefore, Brother Macdonald, kindly for- 
ward a marked copy to the Rev. L. A. Lam- 
bert, pastor of St. Mary’s church, Waterloo, 
N. Y. 

Let us hope that the reverend gentleman's 
keen Damascus blade has not become dull nor 
he tired'of dissecting Infidels to the very mar- 
row of their bones. MoAnraur. 


HERE AND THERE 
IN YUCATAN, 


Miscellanies by Arzicg D. Le PLONGEON, 
Author of ‘‘ Yucatan: Its Ancient 
Palaces and Modern 
Cities.” 

Price, $1.25. 

Address Tax TRUTH SEEKER, 33 Clinton Place. 


Ingersolls Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
* Humboldt," “ Thomas Paine,” “ Individual- 
ity,” and “ Heretics and Heresies,” 

The Ghosts Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: * The Ghosts,” “Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Ohild,” “The Declaration of In- 
dependence,” “About Farming in Illinois," 
, The Grant Banquet,” “The Rev. Alexander 

"'Olark," “The Past Bises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and ** A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll." 


Some Mistakes of Moses, Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25. : . 
Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
: plain cloths $1:25:- =- 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


a per, 25 cents. 

The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
.Lhgérsoll Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof. 
, George F. Fisher, Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
Orihuduxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
.. 10 cents, $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 

large, clear type, and containing as much as 
“ gould be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
* "This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 


Ingersoli Catechised: His Answers to 

~ a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor gt the san Franciscan, 5 cents; 50 
. cents per dozen: copies, $1; 100 i . 

- Millions of these should be nieue us 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from 

. the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


., Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents, 


Ingersoll's Lectures Complete. 
»*. Bound in one volume, To meet the demand 
„<. for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on “ Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
‘~ealf, library ‘style, and containing. over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 


Tributes. There hay. been so many 


applications for Mr. -Ingersoll’s ‘Tribute fo. 


is Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 

Banduet Toast," and the recent address over 
vr le. H rry Mi 

een printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 

minated border, and [n large, clear type, suita- 

' ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 

‘to any address, for 50cts, or either one for 15cts, 


‘Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book is a gem. It is a model in ever 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated “ Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “ tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versations of the author. The work is designed 
for and be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 

urpose,a fine steel portrait, with autograph 

ac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 

Price,in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 

and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 

| gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 

. rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 
. Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 


life, price, $1.50 àach. Every admirer of these 
apostles of Religions Liberty. should hav them. 


. "Photographs of Coionel Ingersoll. 


ms ` panel, 10%x17, $3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 
cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Practical Experience with Poultrý. 
.. By Geo. M. Davenport. This is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 32 well-ülled pages, costing only 
. < a quarter,” but as full of meat as an egg. Itis 
well called “practical,” for we find nothing un- 
‘practical in it. Hens, ducks, geese, and turkeys. 
‘tare particularly discussed and their economical 
"breeding and keeping treated of. There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition to 
the poultry literature of the day. 
TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


~ MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


OR. 


. The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


: BY 
H.J. SEIGNEURET, 
l Secularist. 
-, Price, T - = 2 10 cents. 


E : Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 
| SUBJECTS : 


vy -PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
. MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
.Some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 

" illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in English or German 
-~ A new cheap edition at only $1.50, 


SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 

Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 

_By Dr. E. B. Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 
`` per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 


SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
` 850 pages, illustrated and.cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of **Sciencein Story.") 50 cents. 


"HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re 
:'eipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 198 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. 
SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam 
phlets). By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “Bacteria 
, In their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, advocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination 


“Health in the Sun- 
: beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
- to sick and well. 


y mail,10centseach. . 

- .. HEREDITY (Books.and Pamphlets). '*TheLaw 

. of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 386 pagés, cloth 

bound, $2; “Heredity,” by Loring oody, 159 

ages, cloth 5cents; “The Law of Heredity,” by 

E H. Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 

Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 

E. B. Foote, 10 cents; ** Generation before Regen- 

' eration,” by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; ‘Re 

. ortsof Conventions and Parlor Meetings -during 

pa g n cents; 3 mates Annual EM of the 
, Institute of Heredity,May 29, cents.  - 
TRE Address mA MHE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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Bible Temperance: 


e 
Inzersolls Tributes. 
REDUCED IN PRICE, 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer.these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: 


The Vision of War, 
Tribute to his Brother, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 


The price of these heretofore has been $1.00. We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

33 Clinton Pl., New York. 


SOCIAL WEALTH 


The Sole Factors and Haact Ratios in Its 
Acquirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 


CONTENTS: Economic Schools: a brief re- 
view of their Origin and Growth; -Rise and 
Growth of ‘Capitahsm; Unearned Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Social Wealth; Land Own- 
ership; Private Property in. Land; Capital and 
the Productiv Factors; Partnership and Co-op- 
eration; Law of Contracts; Money and Credit; 
Of Value or Economie Ratios; Taxation as & 
Remedy; Reforms, net Remedies; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conclusion. : 

- Price, Cloth, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
z Clinton Place, New York. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM. 
The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America 
: BY A CAPITALIST. 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the present 


conditions of society in this country, pointing out |. 


their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remedy, the author. thinks. is in communal life, 
&nd he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it will be when 


Society shall be organized on the principles of 


Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. 


Paper,50c; cloth, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CQ., 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


ASrUDY 


PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 


BY LEWIS C. JANES. 


This book treats of the natural evolution of the 
Christian religion, its historical antecedents in 
Palestinian Judaism and Roman Paganism ; in- 
vestigates the history of the founder of Christian- 
ity in the light of the latest scientific criticism of 
the New Testament; shows that the true story of 
the Man Jesus, and his genuin teachings are 
separable from the later legendary accretions 
which hav confounded him with the mythical 
Christ, and traces the natural development of 
Christian dogma and ecclesiastical institutions. 
Complete references and ful index. 320pp. 8vo, 
cloth, gilt top. Price $1.50. 


Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office. 


SACRED MYSTERIES 
AMONG THE 
Mayas and the Quiches 11,500 
Years Ago. ' 


ORIGIN OF THE BIBLICAL MYTE 
By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. 


Illustrated. - - - Price, $2.50. 
For Sale at this office. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


MEN or Busmnuss Wnuo Dip SOMETHING BESIDES 
-Maxina Money. 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 
BY JAMES PARTON. 


This book contains 400 pages, plainly printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
Mr. Parton’s works need no commendation. They 
are standard. 
Price, - - - - - $125. 
Address THE TRUIH SEEKER. 
i , 33 Olinton Plana, New York 


Sabath- Breaking. 


BY J. E. REMSBURG. 


Author of “False Claims,” “Bible 
Morals,” Ete. 


The best and most thorough work ever written 
on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 
view. ` 

Large an Handsome Print. 


SINGLE Ccrigs, - - 25 cents. 
Six Corizs, - - - $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
` 83 Clinton Place, New York. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 


LIQUOR DRINKHIAG 


Commended, Defended, «nd E: joined 
by the Bible. 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


This is a companion book to Remsburg’s ** Bible 
Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents. t 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
` ` ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


:Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


(ULTAIRE'S ROMANCES, 


- OONTENTS : 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.—Zadig ; 
or.Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princess 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowus. The 

uron ; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas.— 
‘he World as it Goes.—The Black and the White. 
~Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid paper. With 67 
engravings. Price, cloth, bevele oards, $2.00. 
H dr calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. ` 


Tne Secret of the East, 
OR, l 
The Origin of the ' hristian Religion 
^ and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


For sale at this ofice. 


Price. $1.00. 


FREETHOUGH r « OVELS. 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radical romance. By Wm. McDonnel 
author of Excter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents: cloth, $1.25, 


Exeter Hall. “ Oné of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 


The Outeast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story.. From the London edition, By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 
30 cents. 

By 


All in a Lifetime. A Romance. 
Miss Susan H. Wixon. ‘“ The great charm of 
this novel i8 its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 

ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
rom so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks." Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 


BY ROBERT Q. ADAMS. 
loth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 


Youth. By Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. e Only Ilustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children's Story-Book everissued. 66 full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heavy 
toned paper, broad margins, uminated 
covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 


Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
the Young Folks. By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Seeond edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for young. masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued ata reduced price of 
$1.95, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photo, raph of the author which adds very 
Tnuch to the value of the volume. 
By 


Tie Youth's Liberal Guide. 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M. Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims atthe education of youth in the 
princi les of Freethought, at the same time 
hat it inculcates moral duties and human 

' rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
common. sense, ddress THE TRUTH 


vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 

refers specifically ‘to 148 Bible propositions 

with numerous references and citations, tha 

are contradicted in terms by the same number 

H other propositions in the same book. Price 
cen! 


‘Creation.—The Deluge.—The Exodus.—The 


- 95 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates. 


BACON AND SHAKSPERF. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write. 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Ear} 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wm. HENRY 
Buzz. Price, % cents. For sale at this office. 


isa regularly educat 
ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, and 
the most suecesstul 
as his practice will 

rove. Givscheerand . 

ope to the afflicted 
bysaying and proving 
that_ SPERMATOR- 
RHŒA and IMPO- 
TENCY as the result 
of self. abuse in youth 
and sexual excesses 
in msturer years, 
causing night emis- 
sions by dreams, loss 
of sexua] power, ren- 
dering marriage im- 
proper and unhappy; 
etc., can be cured 
p 20... , permanently by an 
outside application in sixty days. No failure in 
any case. 

It is one of Dr. Fellows’s valuable discoveries, 
which is entirely unknown to the medical profes- 
Sion. Itir a medicin to be applied externally on 
the parts affected. by pad and bandage, which 
cures by absorption, and which is the only reliable 
meth^d «f curing Seminal Weakness and Loss of 
Sexual Power. i j 

Send five 2cent stamp: for his book “ Private 
Counselor,” tellivg all about the disease, and the 
external cure, «ith evidencesof success, Address 
Dr. R. P. FELLOWS, Vineland, N. J ,and say 
where you saw this advertisment. 


E^ Dr, Fellows begs leave to state that he ir 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character, 


dz um nm 
*SHOPPEI/S MODERN HOUSES” No. 3. 
(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. . . 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn anc 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
tor putting them together. 

While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. itis, in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 

ers. 
55 New Designs for Residences (cost varyinp from 
$500 to $15,000). 
2 New Designs for Barns. 
1 New Design for a Chapel. 3 
Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 
(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 
An Article on Villa Park Associations. 
SENT, PosTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE, $1. 
Address 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILLING PLAY AS30'N, 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other hae 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies fo: 
$3. We wish that the friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 

From the German of MAX NORDAU. 


fully written book,—Phila, Re era 
A most powerfully written book. —PAtta. Re er 
This Book is not a Book! Itis a Deed and 
those who oppose it wa prove that they fear it.— 
Vienna News, rice cents. 
dress THE TRUTH SEEKER GO. 
PIN 33 Clinton Pl.. New York. 


Th Biblo Analyze. 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 
CONTENTS: 
The Old Testament.—The New Testament. fhe 
ira- 
les cf the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Batan of the Bible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
the Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 
Prova octavo. 838 PBs, Splendidly executed Sent 
by mail, post paid. Price, $3.00. 
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Bews of the Week. | 


NuxEROUS cases of small-pox are reported. 


MIOHAEL DavirT, the Land Leaguer, has 
returned to Ireland. 

BoopnrE AtpERMAN O'Nzr. is now on trial 
in this city for bribery. 

"Tux fasting girl of Monon, Ind., is said to 
be dying after ninety days of total abstinence 
from food. " 


Tagged see 
qu 


Gems of Chought. 


In every instance the persecutors who in the 
past hav been so ready to ruthlessly deprive of lib- 
erty, happiness, and life their unfortunate victims, 
who did not suhscribe to the doctrins enjoined by 
the ruling powers, hav done so in the name of the 
religion of Jesus, and under the auspices of the 
highest system of morality said to he known to 
man.—D. M. Bennett. : 

“Tug monastic movement,” Gibbon tells us, 
“was not less rapid or universal than that of 
Christianity itself.” One small Egyptian city de- 
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THE New York Produce Exchange has sent i voted itself almost wholly to ascetic life, and in 
a memorial to Congress urging more efficient d its monasteries lived, ten thousand monks and 
harbor defenses. G twenty thousand virgins. At the close of the 


fourth century, the monastic population of Egypt 
equaled the entire population of its cities. The 
empire swarmed with men whose only husiness 
was to wander from place to place, asking alms 
and collecting stories of miracles and peculiarities 
of the saints, for the henefit of the church. “A 
hideous, sordid, and emaciated maniac, without 


Sas 


By AUNT ELMINA 


(Mrs. E. D, SLENKER). 


AN old man kneeling at his devotions in the 
Catholic cathedral at Portland, Me., died sud- 
denly last Sunday. 

Tas New York excise commissioners hav 
decided to raise liquor-saloon licenses from 


els 


ese 


$75 to $200, beginning with Feb. 1, 1887. 1 knowledge, without patriotism, without naturel 
TM à z " 2 ` E affection, passing his life in a long routine of use- 
Last year’s immigration into the United In less and atrocious self-torture,and quailing hefore 


the ghastly phantoms of his delirioug brain, had 
hecome the ideal of the nations which had known 
the writings of Plato and Cicero, and the lives of 
Socrates and Cato” (Lecky). To separate from 
his family, if he had one, and to show no regard to 


States amounted to 386,755 persons, an in- 
crease of more than 60,000 over the year 1885. 


Eel 
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A SENSATIONAL statement has been circulat- 
ed to the effect that Brigham Young is still 
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i $ : m the mother who bore him, were thought hy the 
alive and intends to appear as one risen from E hermit the most acceptahle offerings he conld 
the dead. . lis make to God.—Underwooa's Lectures and Essays. 

IT is reported that the strike in Lorillard's - Irt [Whoever wishes to know the extravagant hights 


to which the spirit of asceticism earried the monks 

of the fourth and fifth centuries should read the 

article, Pillar Saints,” in Ohamhers's Encyclo- 

pedia, and also study the whole of Tennyson's 

poem, of which I can afford to giv only one stanza. 

—Hylax. 

Although I he the hasest of mankind, ; 

From scalp to sole one slough dnd crust of sin, 

Unfit for earth, unfit for heaven, scarce meet 

For troops of devils, mad with blasphemy, 

I will not cease to grasp the hope I hold 

Of saintdom, and to clamor, mourn, and sob, 

Battering the gates of heaven with storms of 
prayer, 

Hav mercy, Lord, and take away my sin. 

—Tennus ms St. Simeon Stylites. 

I wan rather think of those I hav loved and lost 
as having returned to earth. as having become a 
part of the elemental wealth of the world; Y would 
rather think of them as unconscious dust, I would 
rather dream of them as gurgling in the stream, 
floating in the clouds, hnrsting in the foam of 
light upon the shores of worlds; I would rather 
think of them as the lost visious of a forgotten 
night,thau to hav even the faiutest fear that 
their naked souls hav h2en clutched hy an ortho- 
dox god.— Ingersoll. 


J'ar Agnostic refuses to seeany more reason for 
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tobacco factory is off, an amicable settlement 
having been reached between employer and 
employees. . 

Tue printers of New York will petition the 
legislature to establish a state printing-office 
instead of giving the work out to so-called 
“rat”? contractors. MN i 
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Mayor Hewirr is steadily recovering his 
health, though the sciatica troubles him some- 
what. He has not as yet been able to devote 
much attention to the duties of his office. 


i 
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NEW YORK: 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. i 
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PRICE, 40 CENTS 


Odds and Ends. 


CASHIER SoroEpER, of.a German savings 
bank in Jersey City, embezzled so much 
money that the bank has put itself in the 
hands of the court.. Mr. Schroeder has dis- 
appeared. i 

Faturr DoNELLY, the priest who succeeded 
Dr. McGlynn, reports that McGlynn is owing 
the servant girls of the parish from $20,000 to 
$50,000, and that the debt on the church has 
increased $80,000 under McGlynn’s manage- 
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A PENNSYLVANIA farmer who has heen trouhled 
with crows scattered a peck of whisky-soaked corn 
in his field. The crows got inehriated, flew away; 
| and never returned. A Connecticut farmer tried 


ment. 

Tue fisheries question is causing a good 
deal of hostil talk between Canada and the 
United States, and the nations are snapping 
at each other’s heels, with an occasional 
growl from England. The Senate has passed 
a Retaliation bill. 


Tue bodies of the two Tristram boys who 
shot and killed a man at White Plains, N. Y., 
8 short time ago, and then shot themselvs, 
were fefused burial in consecrated ground 
because the brothers had committed suicide 
instead of waiting to be hanged. 


Epwarp Ungasr, of this city, quarreled 
with his room-mate, killed him with a ham- 
mer, cut off his head and threw it into the 
river, and then packed the body in a trunk 
and shipped it to a fictitious address in Balti- 
more. The crime was traced back to Unger 
and he has confessed his guilt. 


TnznE was a terrible riot in the districts 
adjacent to Belfast, Ireland, last Sunday, be- 
tween the Catholics and Protestants. One re- 
port givs some thirty people shot by the 
troops, and a hundred wounded. Another 
says there was no injury done beyond gun- 
shot wounds. A great many arrests were 
made. 

A POLIOEMAN found little nine-year old 
David Dugan, of 99 Charlton street, naked in 
a hallway, the other day, with a swollen eye 
and a bruised back and chest. He explained 
that his mother had beaten him and driven 
him out of the house. The mother, upon be- 
ing arrested, claimed to hav had scriptural 
authority for whipping the boy. She was 
held in bail for trial. 

KigALEFY, who runs a gorgeous spectacular 
play at Niblo's Garden, this city, sent invita- 
tions toall the ministers around New York to 
come and see his performance. The invita- 
tion was generally ignored, but the Rev. Mr. 
Reed invited the company to come and hear 
him preach. Only six of the dancing girls 
accepted the invitation, the rest declining on 
the ground that they were Roman Catholics. 


Tux coal strike is stillon. The managers 
of the Old Dominion line steamers hav had the 


isa gentleman. Itis only when Sam gets west of 
the Missouri river that he dares indulge in such 
flights of fancy. 


yer years,” said an Irishman to his son. 
isn’t careful yeg are, ye’ll foind yerself filling a 
drunkard’s grave hefore you die.” 


wishes us to inform the American puhlic, that his 
patent hugz-saw has just captured the finger of 
scorn, and that it will never again he pointed at 
anyone. 


now ?". Motherless hoy: ‘No, mum.” Mrs. Mul- 
ligan : ** Well, me hoy, whenever you feel the want 
of a good whipping, come to me; and I'll be a 


new doll; big one, too, I guess.” ‘ Did your mam- 
ma tell you so?” ‘*No, hut Iseed her making a 
lot of clothes, and they is too little for me.” 


don’t know, doctor. 
in my ears all the time. 
my tongue?" Doctor: ‘No, never mind. Bring | 


her's.” 


questions): * Now, hoys—ah—can any of you tell 


Sam Jones told his Nehraska audiences that he 


“Dinny, yèz do he drinkin’ too much fer a Jad o” 
“If it 


A MANUFACTURER out West informs us, and 


Mrs. MULLIGAN : ‘And so you hav no mother 


mother to you.” 


LirTLE Dor: “I know what I’m going to get for 
a hirthday present.” Little Dick: “ What?" “A 


Docron: “What ails you, sir?" Patient: “I 
I hav such a buzzing sound 
Would you like to look at 


your wife around some day. Td like to look at 


CuronoLogy.—Old gentleman (putting a few 


me what commandment Adam hroke when he took 


.the forhidden fruit?” Small scholar (like a shot): 


“ Piease, sir, th’ warn't no commandments then, 
sir | 


CAPTAIN WALSH of the Salvation Army wears a | 


red shirt, on which is emhroidered, *A hurning 
hell awaits the careless.” It is rumored that his 
wife did the decoration with a view toward mak- 
ing the captatn wipe his feet hefore coming in the 
front door. 

Aw “impressionist” sent in a “sunset” picture 
to the Royal Academy. He carefully marked on 
the hack of the frame which was the right side up; 
but he added, in a polite note, “Should my work 
be placed on your walls upside down, please cata- 
log it as a sunrise.” 


Tux farmer leads a pleasant life. ** All day long, 
with a laugh and a song," he drives the alien cow 
from his corn-field, and repairs the rail-fence. 
Merrily he swings the ax to and fro, and the chips 
fly right and left, until, yielding to his well-aimed 
blows, the tree falls on him and hreaks a leg. 


IRONFOUNDER : “This strike will cost me a good 
many thousand dollars.” Reporter: “All your 
men out, eh?” Ironfounder: ** Yes, and there’s a 
hig lot of iron solid in the hlast furnace." Re- 


the plan a supreme success. 


the same thing, and now he finds the crows wait- 
ing for him every morning. He does not consider 


RicHAnD COEUR DE Lion was one of the most 
stylish men in Europe in hir day. When he donned 
his suit of shining armor, put on a tin helmet, 
pulled on a pair of Jaminated steel hoots, threw a 
sheet-iron ulster gracefully over one arm, and 
picked up a club with a spike in the end of it, so- 
ciety dudes said he was “dressed to kill.” 


A NUMBER of Chicago ministers recently attended 
the opera in that city with a view to learning the 
status of the ballet from a moral standpoint, and 
it is said that when the leading dancer executed a 
Jaux pas, or whatever it is called—coup d etat pos- 
sihly—on her hig toe-nail, several of the excited 
hrothers were heard to murmur ** Amen.” 


A CHINESE gentleman, hearing the simple name 
of Azurizawa Ryochi Nichome Sanjukanbox Kio- 
hashi-Ku, has discovered the secret of pbotograph- 
ing in natural colors. It is hoped he will not, in 
imitation of Daguerre, christen the new process 
with hisown name. Think of going to a photog- 
rapher and telling him you want a dozen Azuriza- 
waryochininichomesanjukanbozkiohashikuotypes 
taken! 


Tuer dreadful nature of tohacco which was made 
apparent when Grant died of **smoker's cancer,” 
is still more apparent now that John Roach. who 
never used tohacco, died of the same disease. If 
it oan he shown that tobacco kills ahke the man 
who doesn't use it and the man who dnes, its de- 
structiv nature will he sufficiently plain to he 
effectiv in platform oratory and other hysterical 
performances.— Winsted Press. 


OH, BISHOP OF KALAMAZOO! 
The reverend hishop of Kalamazoo 
Once went behind the scenes, 
To see for himself if it were true, 
What he'd heard of footlight queens. 


He was dazzled at first with the glare of gas; 
The carpenters knocked him down; 

The prompter forbade him this way to pass ; 
He was sworn at hy the clown. 


He stuck in a groove, and fell in a trap; 
Was hoisted to the flies ; 

But arrived without any further mishap, 
As they rang up the curtain’s rise. 


And there, in the wings, all dressed iu smiles, 
Stood two pretty ballet maids, 

Of symmetric limhs and witching wiles— 
Said one of the lively naiads : 


** His head is bald—he must he gay: 
Say, governor! Who are yon?” 

“ My dears,” did the rev’rend wand'rer say, 
* Tm the hishop of Kalamazoo." 


thanking a good Godin the heavens for the wel- 
come, fruitful suushine thau for cursing an ugly 
devil in the skies for the withering drouth or the 
destroying tornado. To the Agnostic, the good 
and evilin the world are strangely mixed, and he 
sees no evidence that God, if there is a God, is in- 
finitly wise and good, in the sense we use the terms 
of human relations, and any other use of these 
terms he thinks an abuse of them. If you ask him 
if it would not he a pleasant and consoling helief 
that somewhere ahove us isa heavenly father, who 
is filled with loving kindness and tender mercy; 
who watches over us as a mother over her sleeping 
hahe, he prohahly replies that it would be indeed 
a pleasant helief, hut the question is not what is 
pleasant, hut what is true; and his experience has 
taught him thatif there he a God watching over 
us, man will stumble and fall, and go to the bad, 
unless he looks out for himself. What does it 
avail if a God watches the falling sparrow? It 
falls all the same, and no all-seeing eye saves it, if 
the cat sees it.—W. H. Spencer. 


To helieve that God is cruel, short-sighted, ca- 
pricions, and unjust, is an affront, an indignity, 
which (on the orthodox supposition that God takes 
judicial cognizance of such errors) must he im- 
measurably more guilty and more perilous than 
to helieve tbat the Jews were mistaken in imagin- 
ing that hespoke through Moses, or the Christians. 
in imagining that he spoke through Paul. He is. 
affirmed to he a jealous God, an angry God, a. 
capricious God—punisbing the innocent for the: 
sins of the guilty, punishing, with infinit and end- 
less torture, men whom he had created weak, 
finite, and ephemeral—nay, whom he had preor- 
dained to sin—a God who came down from heaven; 
walked among men, feasted at their tables, en- 
dured their insults, died by their hands. Isthere 
no peril in all this ?—no sin in helieving all these 
unworthy puerilities of a creator whohas given us 
reason and nature to teach us better things? Yet 
countless Christians accept them all with trem- 
hling and hasty dismay, as if afraid that God 
would punish them for forbearing to helieve evil 
of him.—Greg’s Creed of Christendom. 


Ir were hetter to hav no opinion of God at all 
than such an opinion asis unworthy of him; for 
the one is uuhelief, the other is contumely; and 
certainly superstition is the reproach of the deity. 
Plutarch. saith well to that purpose: Surely," 
saith he, "Ihad rather a great deal men should 
say there was no such man àt all as Plutarch 
than that they should say that there was 
one Plutarch that would eat his children 
as soon as they were horn;” as the poets 
speak of Saturn. Atheism leaves a man to sénse, 
to philosophy, to natural piety, to laws, to reputa- 
tion; all which may he guides to an outward 
moral virtue, though religion were not; but snper- 
stition dismounts all these, and erecteth an ahso- 


Inte monarchy in the minds of men.—Bacon’s 
Essays. 

Can I commit a sin against God hy thinking? 
If God did not intend I should think, why did he 
make me a thinker? For one, Iam convinced, no} 
only thatI hav the right to think, but that it is my 
duty to think and to express my honest thoughts. 
Whatever the gods may say, we must be true to. 
ourselvs.—Ingersoll. 


DID JESUS CHRIST RISE FROM 
THE DEAD? 
The Evidences for the Resurrection Tried 
and Found Wanting. 
By Saladin. . 
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porter: “ Now, when did the men strike?" Iron- 
founder: **While the iron was hot, of course.” 


“Tw so glad I got mamma to come and liv with 
us,” said young Mrs. Tocker to a visitor. * Charley 
didn't use to he at all orthodox, hut he 1s hecoming 
so. He told me so this morning. You know he 
used to believe like Ingersoll, hut now he says he 
thinks there is such a thing, and that it’s dear 
mamma that converted him.” 


master workmen Knights arrested for order- 
ing the strike. A general strike in other 
branches is expected if the coal companies 
do not yield. Fortunately the weather is 
moderate, or great suffering would be caused 
among the poor on account of the high price 
of coal. 
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Glotes and Clippings. 


Tre police of Brussels hav just seized a 
Socialist paper and imprisoned the editor. 


Joun Rustin, formerly an English author, 
is preparing to enter the Roman Catholic 
church. Ruskin's intellect has been weaken- 
ing for some years. 


Tue remains of James Lick were removed 
from San Francisco, on the 10th of January, 
and deposited in bis fina] and appropriate 
resting-place. beneath the dome of Mount 
‘Hamilton Observatory—a most fitting monu- 
ment to his generous benefaction. 


Tau Women’s Suffrage Party State Com- 
mittee have sent letters of thanks to United 
States Commissioner Wilkes Angel for dis- 
missing the charge of illegal voting against 
Mrs. Lucy 8. Baker, and to District-Attorney 
Daniel N. Lockwood for advising the dismis- 
sal. 


SANDWICHED between a notice of a meet- 
ing at the Mcthodist church and a notice of a 
big sponge, we find in the Neapolitan Record 
a little advertisment of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
We thank the editor of the Record, and Mr. 
John Peck, whose influential good will we 
recognize. . 

ANAROHIST ÀvGvsT Spes, in jail at Chicago, 
has married Miss Nina Van Zandt by proxy. 
His brother acted the part of groom at the 
ceremony, being commissioned to do so by 
a paper which the condemned man caused to 
be drawn up, and which he signed. The 
legality of the marriage is now under discus- 
sion. be 


Says the New Theology Herald : ** The dodg- 
ing and downright dishonesty of so many of 
our professed Christian teachers calls for more 
than a word of protest from some source. If 
Christianity can be preserved only by such 
methods, it will and ought to perish.” 


Carpinat LaviGERIE, primate of Algiers, 
has interested the pope in a scheme to re- 
build Carthage, as a center for Catholic mis- 
sions. It won't be many years before we 
shall hav.to dig an arcade country under 
this crust, if we want to get away from the 
contribution box. — Tidbits. 


Tux TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a worle- 
wide reputation by its pictures on scriptural 
subjects, of which it presents two each 
week. TuE TRUTH SgEKER is ably edited by 
Eugene M. Macdonald, assisted by a well- 
appointed corps of correspondents. It is 
cheap at the price of its subscription.—New 
Orleans Southland. í 


Pau, Bert's remains were buried at 
Auxerre, on Saturday afternoon, Jan. 15th, 
in the presence of about twenty-five thousand 
people, a large number of whom had traveled 
from Paris. The weather was exceedingly 
cold, the thermometer having fallen to 21°, 
and the attendance of so many mourners must 
hav been due to something more than the 
* gere sense of duty,” to which the Daily 
News attributes it. The speeches lasted for 
two hours. Among the speakers were M. 
Flourens, the foreign minister, and M. Berth- 
elot, minister of education. The latter, who 
is a life-long friend of Rénan, and one of the 
countrymen from the prejudices of the church 
as well as of the throne. Other speakers 
were M. Guichard, the senator; M. Millieaux, 


most eminent scientists in France, significant- 
ly remarked that Pan! Bert sought to free his 
mayor of Auxerre; M. Spuller, one of Gam- 
betta’s lieutenants; M. Janssen, vice-presi- 
dent of the Academy of Sciences; and MM. 
Dastre, Dehairin, and Chauveau, lecturers at 
the Sorbonne.—London Freethinker. 


Tnx Catholic cardinals who hav just ar- 
rived at Havre by the steamer Burgoyne car- 
ried bad luck to the vessel. The weather was 
rough going over, and on the first day out 
three men fell from the foretop, one going 
overboard and being lost, and the others sus- 
taining severe injuries. It may be some con- 
solation to the surviving friends of the man 
who was drowned to know that one of the 
priests on board retained sufficient presence of 
mind to grant him conditional absolution. 


Ir would appear that the new pastor at St. 
Stephen's church is not truthful. He told a 
reporter that Dr. McGlynn owed the servant 
girls of his parish from $20.000 to $50,000 on 
moneys borrowed, and that McGlynn had in- 
creased the debt of the church $80,000. Itis 
now stated that the '* $20,000 to $50,000” is 
nearer $15,000; that it is not due to servant 
girls, but to well-to-do members of the con- 
gregation, and that it was loaned to the trus- 
tees of the church instead of Dr. McGlynn. 
The $80,000 debt is for improvements made 
by the trustees. 


** A Roman Catholic layman,” certified by 
the editor as a distinguished Roman Catholic 
of great experience in and knowledge of that 
church, wriling in the Independent on Dr 
McGlynn’s case, says : ** It may seem a strange 
assertion, but I believe it true, that a priest 
who brought a legal action against his bishop, 


no matter how just his case might be, could 
not geta fair trial. One of several reasons 
would be that Catholies hav a strong feeling 
against any condemnation of ecclesiastical au- 
thority. and some would inevitably be judge 
or jury. It would need a thorough knowledge 
of the inner workings of the Catholic church 
to understand this subject fully. The vast 
majority of Catholics know nothing whatever 
of the private troubles, sins, or wrongs of the 
Catholic clergy. The present writer heard a 
priest say, long before the McGlynn case be- 
came known, that he considered it & special 
mark of the divine character of the church 
that the greatest scandals were never known, 
while trifling matters, easily explained and 
soon forgotten, were alone made public. It 
may be said, however, that a good priest can 
always appeal with certainty of justice to the' 
holy see: There never was a greater or more 
mischievous fallacy. It is true, and I could 
bring forward many cases in proof, that at 
the present day justice can generally be ob- 
tained at Rome. But the favor or right is 
purchased at too dear a cost. The priest who 
dares to take a case against his bishop to 
Rome is a marked man. He may gain his 
case in Rome, but he comes back to break 
his heart in America. A little knowledge of 
human nature will suffice to justify my asser- 
tion. Consider the tremendous power of & 
Catholic bishop over priests and religious. 
He is an autocrat; he may be a benevolent 
man, but his whole training and position 
tempts him to be the very reverse. I am far 
from asserting, nor do I believe it to be so, 
that every Catholic bishop acts tyrannically, 
but the habitual mode of action of a Catholic 
bishop in regard to his priests tends to the ex- 
ercise of chronic tyranny." 
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Communications. 


Ethics.* 
1. 

To return to our metaphor of the pyramids. All 
the past is expressed by the pyramid A. All the 
freedom and power of our self-developed personality 
is expressed by the pyramid B. 

Each influences the other, and ® in turn influenced 
by it. In some minds the Past dominates. They 


are all Experience, but no Creativ Invention. . In. 


others the Present is full of Inspiration, and the 
past, only of Error. In the same mind the Past 
rules at one time, and the evolving self at another. 
The power of each over the other may be represented 
by. third lines of influence x and y. These two lines 
varying in their angle result in a third Pyramid of 
converging Influence— C, or Ethics. 
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. As each generation enters upon its career it is 
pressed upon not merely by the old religion, but by 
the old industrial methods, or the old work and the 
old science and philosophy, or the old thought. 
From each of these it makes its own Exodus, under 
its temporary Moses and Joshua, away from its task- 
masters, apast the bitter lakes and through the sea 


of weeds, and by help of the manna and the quails, : 


until it looks down from Pisgah and from Nebo, and 
then, with strength unspent and eye undimmed, it 
dies with its face turned toward its Canaan. 

But, on his passage out from his old Egypt to his 
new Canaan, to every man there is delivered his two 
tablets of stone containing his decalog, or his system 
of ethics, in three handwritings, viz., some of them in 
a hand which he can read and nobody else can—these 
are his rights; some in a hand which he can’t read 
but everybody else can—these are his duties; and 
some in a hand which neither he nor anybody else 
can read. These are the book of the consequences 
of his acts, or their ultimate utilities, 

In the race, as in the individual, a threefold. tend- 
ency toward emancipation accompanies the unfolding 
of man’s powers, but this emancipation is always an 
emancipation from the thraldom of the past into a 
degree of relativ present, liberty, in which present 
liberty lies involved the conception of those changes 
and that new birth which, as we look forward to it, as- 
sumes the aspect of the evolution of the future. This 
threefold emancipation from the old religion to the 
new, from the old industry to the new, and from ‘the 
old science, philosophy, or thought to the new, goes 
on in an ever-recurring circle essentially the same as 
the circle of life, in which infancy brings with it sub- 
jection, maturity brings liberty, liberty brings love ; 
love involves the ovum, and the ovum passes through 
gestation into ‘infancy again. This is the circle 
of life ; this, also, is the circle of thought, and in this 

‘circle ethics marks the point of always. imperfect 
union, where the old givs way to the new, or law 
yields to liberty, or the rights of others consist with 
the evolution of self. Let us, for greater simplicity, 
consider the three aspects of man as a worshiper en- 
chained by the past, man as a worker energizing the 
present, and man as a thinker giving birth to the 
future. : 

It might seem at first as though religion, being es- 
sentially the voice and thraldom of all the past, could 
involve no evolution of the new; and yet underneath 
the robes of the Roman bishop, whose vestments 
embody designs which carry us back to that early 
morning when the names were not yet given to the 
constellations, and when in our Northern Sky the 
„poetic fancy of the Hindoo shepherds had not yet 
beheld among the scattered and formless stars the 
savior bruising the serpent's head as they swung to- 
gether around the icy pole—underneath, I say, these 
priestly vestments which carry us so far into the past 
there lurks always a latent reformer who dreams of a 
new and holier Rome— 

Proud views of human kind, 
Of men to gods exalted and refined ; 
False views, like that horizon’s fair deceit, 
Where earth and heaven but seem, alas! to meet. 

Superstition, in all its forms, seizes upon the pre- 
vailing ethics of every period, and adopts it as its 
own. Thus Catholicism in America proclaims. that 
its sympathies hav always been republican 3 Prot- 
estantism in America stoutly asserts that a faith 
which uses alcoholic wine to typify the blood of 
Jesus isa “total abstinent” religion; and both forms 
of superstition declare that a faith which resists the 
‘dissection of a dead body is scientific; that one which 


* By Van Boren Dznstow. 


denies the possibility of communication with the 


spirits of deceased persons demonstrates immortality ; 
that one which relentlessly pursues every Magdalen 
with its scorn imitates Jesus, whose chief friend was 
a. Magdalen; and that one which preaches a holy 
crusade against polygamy in Utah is in strict 
harmony with the ethical example of Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, David, and Solomon.. i EA 

Fashionable superstitions strengthen themselvs by 
intermarrying with-the first families; the best corner 
lots, the people in power, and the prevailing ethics. 
The two run in parallel lines, because success asso- 
ciates with success." "The successful priest sells-a-dif- 
ferent, commodity, but he belongs to the same set, 
because he sells to the same customers with: the suc- 
cessful in all other occupations. 

A very extensiv idea prevails among Christians 
that a man cannot know what is right, or if he does 
know it, cannot do it, unless he has some sort of 
experimental acquaintance with a deity. The Chinese 
opinion is that he must hav money in the bank, and 
must own his own home before he attains to a good 
ethical position. The Greék view was that he must 
hav known the philosophers. ‘The basis.of unity in 
these three views is found in prosperity and thrift. 
Among Christians a prosperous and thrifty man will 


. | generally hav an experimental acquaintance. with 


deity. It is not wholly unnatural that a man who 
finds all his wants provided for, without the con- 
sciousness of having created by his own labor any 
considerable fraction of the wealth he enjoys, should 
attribute the excess over what he has created to the 
beneficence of a superintending providence. _ 
Among the Chinese a prosperous ànd. thrifty man 
will hav money in the bank and will own his home. 
Among the Greeks such a man only had leisure for 
philosophy. So in each case we find the best ethics 
associated with the man who has prosperity. Two 
centuries ago the good all believed in burning 
witches. Five centuries ago the extremely ethical all 
believed in rescuing the Holy Sepulcher from the 
Unitarians, sometimes called. the Mohammedans. 
Ethical Europe was convulsed with agony and seven 
million lives were sacrificed because a rock in Judea, 
in which the body of à Hebrew peasant was supposed 
to hav lain for a day and a half, should be permitted 
to remain in the hands of gentlemen of Turkish ex- 


traction who did not perceive that. this deceased Jew- 


ish peasant had been, prior to his birth, the creator of 
the universe and continued after his death to be the 
ruler, and that a large portion of his virtue still 
inhered in the rock from which he had risen. 

In all, fifty millions of persons hav been slaugh- 
tered under the Christian dispensation in the various 
wars, persecutions, and punishments which hav had 
for their authors the highly ethical, and for their ob- 
ject to teach us that we could not comprehénd right 
from wrong without knowing Jesus, and without an 
experiential acquaintance, either in our own persons 
or by proxy through a priesthood, with a personal 
creator, Meanwhile the industries, agriculture, man- 
ufactures, and the arts hav. been sayed to us by the 
selfish passion of gain, which the church, the truly 
good, the highly ethical, tried to stamp out of the 
human heart but could not. The populations needed 
to carry on these industries hav been saved to us by 
the passions of the. uncáleulating, the .unreflecting, 
and the poor, whose simple hearts and ardent tem- 
pers could neither be extinguished for the salvation 
of their immortal souls nor held in check by the 
frigid calculations of economists. Society has been 
rescued by its lower, humbler, animal class from the 
annihilation that its higher, spiritual, ethical. class 
would hav brought upon it—the whole sinfulness and 
deviltry of the world being absolutely essential to 
Bave us from depopulation at the hands of those 
whom the rigid pursuit of the higher ethics consigned 
to the barren, unproductiv virtues of poverty, chas- 
tity, and humility—the three qualities so highly cal- 
culated to send the race to the next world for lack of 
the means of existence in this. 

And this brings us, like a ship drifting toward the 
breakers, upon the hidden rock of ethics, the true 
mystery of the moral world, the appalling fact that, 
while the little burglaries, thefts, larcenies, and single 
murders by which the ill-balanced weaklings of so- 
ciety end their individual wretchedness in solitary 
tragedies are committed by bad people, the stupen- 
dous felonies over which the ages bleed and weep, 
the great wars, the widespread tyrannies, the op- 
pressions, the persecutions, the. crusades, are all 
committed by the aggregated good people of society, 
by the refined nobilities, the praying devotees and 
saints, the holy priesthoods and churches, the right- 
eous governments, the great armies, the large fort- 
unes, the principalities and powers which all the 
world respects. A 

There are two principles in ethics that render this 
result inevitable, viz., that the commission of great 
wholesale crimes, of vast social enormities, requires 
the concurrence of so large a number of persons in 
the crime that none but those whom popular frenzy 
assumes to be the good people can hav the influence 
essential to leadership in such crimes. A man who 
was raising crops, smelting iron, or weaving wool 
would never hav made a leader for the Crusades. It 


required a Peter the Hermit, a manof prayer, to lead 
in so vast a crime. One or two cobblestones may 
occasionally be laid down toward the pavement of 
hell by people who are: passionate, who destroy their 
local influence over their immediate neighbors by 
lewdness, profanity, selfishness, and avarice. But 
when hell is to be paved all over from end to end, 
and roofed in and weather-boarded, it must be done 
by prayerful and self-denying ascetics who never 
earned a dollar by industry, but whose lives hav been 
wholly .devoted to making men better by prayer. 
The world is ‘wholly dependent for its vast aggre- 
gated. social crimes on its first-class saints, because 
these social cimes require extended organization, and 
this involves elements of leadership which command 
wide respect among the fools, and this kind of con- 
stituency of respect none but the pious can ever ob- 
tain. Hence, we see the Southern rebellion, a bad 
movement, led by Jefferson Davis, a saintly man and 
thorough Christian ; while emancipation, a good move- 
ment, was led by Lincoln, who was neither a saint 
nor a Christian. The unification of Italy was led by 
Garibaldi, an Atheist, and the republicanization of 
France by Hugo and Gambetta—more Atheists. 
The reformation in England was led by the sensual- 
ism of Henry the Eighth; and the Christianization of 
Europe and the origin of the Christian Sabbath dates 
from Constantine, a murderous beast below the 
moral level of Nero or Caligula. Thus, often, the 
best movements are led by the impious and dissolute; 
the worst movements by the sanctified and prayerful. 

Our great crimes also come from our good people 
from a second cause, viz., that, all straining after 
excessiv righteousness, necessarily strands the 
striving saint upon some excess of iniquity. In try- 
ing to get as far from nature as possible, and in as- 
serting the depravity of nature, the would-be saint 
drenches his soul in the unnatural without discover- 
ing that his unnaturalness is a form of self-murder 
and of inhumanity to man. All the varieties of as- 
ceticism, including celibacy, self-mutilation, self-tor- 
ture, fasting, stripes, renunciation of the world, the 
surrender of one’s wealth and liberty to the church 
so extensivly practiced in the long night of ecclesias- 
tical ascendancy known as the Middle Ages, persecu- 
tion for producing unity of faith, and all the varieties 
of intellectual intimidation practiced by the holy, are 
independent and original forms of wickedness which 
only exist in connection with and as the immediate 
outgrowth of sincere and well-meant efforts to attain 
to a superior degree of holiness. “There is, therefore, 
in human nature a law of natural ethics to the effect 


that all efforts to monopolize holiness in excess, to 


corner the market on virtue, to fix things so that all 
who want virtue will hav to get their supply from 
your particular crib or perish—all these efforts of the 


* unco: guid” defeat themselvs by turning out only 


moral monstrosities. 

On the other band, the great deliverances and 
blessings which bloom like flowers till their sweet- 
ness clothes the moral world in fragrance, all grow 
upon the rank and fetid compost heaps of sin. But 
for our crimes, what would hav given birth to juris- 
prudenee? And yet nobody cares to be assassinated 
in order that our legal friends may add another brick 
to the edifice of jurisprudence. But: for our diseases, 
what would hav developed the natural sciences? And 


‘yet who cares to pine on a sick bed in order that the 


pilgarlics may grow wiser as to the cause of his sick- 
ness? But for our superstitious fears, who would 
hav studied the stars? And yet does it pay to be 
superstitious when the end of the superstition is the 
inevitable discovery that it is not in our stars, but in — 
ourselvs, that we are underlings? But for our 
famins, who would hav developed luxury? And yet 
to see these suffer, and those riot in needless wealth, 
is the profoundest of all lessons in Atheism. And 
but for our worship, how could we hav arrived at 
philosophy ? And yet the chief zeal of worship is to 
erucity philosophy. 
` Who ponders national events shall find 
An awful balancing of loss and gain, 
: Joy based on sorrow, good with ill combined, 
And proud deliverance issuing out of pain 
And direful throes. 
And again: 
Sometimes the arrowy sharpness of a sorrow, 
Piercing life's common calm, 
Smites hidden rocks of comfort, which to-morrow 
O'erflow in healing balm. 
"Neath burdens that we stagger in the taking 
We walk erect at length ; 
And bitter blows that bow almost to breaking, 
Reveal our secret strength.” 


(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


-—  —— d 
The Epistle to the Romans. 


Pauls epistle to the Romans is doubtless sub- 
stantially genuin, but there is room for grave doubt 
whether it was addressed to the Romans. The 
caption itself is no evidence, and it is remarkable 
that the words “at Rome” in chapter i, verses 7 and 
15, are omitted in MS G (Farrar's St. Paul, p. 450). 
Thé only other evidence to prove that the letter was 
addressed to the Romans is contained in chapter xv, 
which did not exist in Marcion's copy; and Marcion 
first brought the Pauline epistles to Rome about 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, FEBRUARY 12, 1887. 


99 


———————MMMM M es seh hess ans 


A.D. 188. The last two chapters, xv and xvi, were 
wanting in Marcion’s copy, nor did either Irenæus or 
Tertuilian, who quoted frequently from the epistle, 
make any reference to those two chapters. 

For these and other reasons the authenticity of 
- those chapters is rejected by many able critics. 

But there are further cogent reasons for believing 
that the body of the epistle was not addressed to the 
"Romans. 

In the first chapter, which contains the words “ at 
Rome" twice, but which are wanting in MS G, the 
writer says, “ Your faith is heard of in all the world.’ 
This could not be true, if there is any truth in the 
account given in Acts xxviii of Pauls arrival and 
. reception at Rome. 

Eliminate this doubtful portion of chapter i, and 
the last two chapters, which the ablest critics hav re- 
jected, and all the rest of the epistle might hav been 
&ddressed to the Romans. 

But mark how this epistle differs from others. It 
is not addressed to a church like those written to the 
Corinthians, Galatians, and Thessalonians; nor to 
elders and deacons, like the epistle of Philippians. 
The words bishop, elder, and deacon are not used, 
and the word church occurs only in chapter xvi, 
which. does not belong to the letter. And of the 
numerous persons saluted or commended in that last 
chapter, not one has ever been identified as a resi- 
dent of Rome. mx i 

These and other considerations (aside from the 
omission of a salutation to St. Peter) hav compelled 
even orthodox critics to believe that the last chapter 
of Romans is a fragment of a letter to some other 
place than Rome (F'arrar's St. Paul). 

In chapter xv (which Marcion’s copy did not con- 
tain) Paul promises a visit, and says, “I will pass by 
you into Spain.” Hence the tradition that the 
apostle visited Spain also. But the writer of Acts 
says that Paul“ hired a house at his own cost and 
resided in it two years, and there he received all who 
came to him.” : 

So then the only tangible evidence concerning the 
primitiv church at Rome is to be found in the last 
chapter of Acts, and from that it appears that there 
was no church organized there when he arrived, and 
he was only able to bring a few Jews into his lodg- 
ings for the purpose of expounding to them his new 
doctrin, which, as.they said, “ Was not received by 
' anyone.” Nor does it appear that the little Christian 
Society which Paul may hav organized about fifteen 

years s.c. made much, if any, headway for nearly a 
. century; for when Josephus came to Rome, a.p. 62 
or 63, to intercede with Nero for certain Jewish 
priests who had been sent to Rome in bonds by the 
persecutor Felix, he knew nothing of the existence in 
Rome or anywhere else of any Christian sect. ` 


ANTICHRIST. 
————— —939— —— ——— 


Christian Absurdities. 

“Though an angel from heaven preach any other 
gospel unto you than that which we have preached 
uuto you, let him be accursed.” 

This is a death-blow to all inquiry and investiga- 
tion. Anything contrary to the New Testament 

brings down.the curses of the church here, and con- 
' signs the one who differs to everlasting torments 
hereafter. The Mohammedan, the Brahman, and the 
believers in every other system of religion can find no 
escape from hell, however innocent and conscientious 
they may be. Is it any wonder that Martin Luther 
defied the pope, and quarreled with the bishops and 
cardinals, and left the church; that he then turned 
round and called on the flames of hell to devour those 
who dare differ from him? Is it any wonder that 
the world has been filled with bigots and Christian 
cranks when such stuff has been taken for the word 
of God? 

* And when he had called unto him his twelve dis- 
ciples, he gave to them power against unclean spirits, 
to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness 
and all manner of diseases.” . 

A greater lie was never uttered. Power was never 
given to mortal man to heal all manner of sickness 
and all manner of diseases, and everybody knows it. 
Most people die of some sickness or disease. But 
with such power, why should anybody die? What 
would a doctor's diploma amount to if such power 
had been given to men? For hundreds of years this 
was believed, and the only treatment for the sick were 
old relics and shrine cures, and the laying on of 
hands, and the people died by scores and hundreds. 


Epidemics were disastrously frequent, and swept off 


the people by the thousand. As many live now to 
the age of seventy as lived then to the age of forty. 
Such are the penalties for forcing such holy slush 
down the throats of the people. If Dr. Foote had 
lived then, and attempted to treat disease in a com- 
mon sense way, it would have cost him bis life. 
Science has triumphed. Ecclesiastics have been 
forced to take a back seat. The death rate has been 
changed from about twenty-six years to nearly forty. 

“ Resist not evil ; but whosoever shall smite thee on 
thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if 
any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy 
coat, let him have thy cloak also. Of him that taketh 
away thy goods, ask them not again.” 


We are first taught that we must ask even God not 
to lead us into temptation, and then told not to resist 
evi. How are we going to avoid temptation if we do 
not resist evil? The full meaning of this text is that 
if & man sue you, and by bribing the court or by 
false witnesses defraud you out of half your posses- 
sions, you are to hand over to him the balance. Ifa 
man steal your horses, you are to call him back and 
give him your cattle also. Ifa slugger break your 
nose, just encourage him to knock an eye out also. 
If this is God’s word, who can respect him or what 
he has written? The fact that nobody gives heed to 
these commands shows that even Christians have out- 
grown them. God's law has been superseded by the 
law of common sense, and if the gods want to be re- 
spected, they must keep abreast with the times. 

“ And all the devils besought him, saying, Send us 
into the swine, that we may enter into them." 

Out of a legion of devils, might not some one have 
sprung a net over one, or caught him in a trap, or 
lassoed him ?- What an acquisition a good, healthy, 
robust devil would be at the present time! I will 
sign over my claim to the New Jerusalem, not for a 
live, kicking devil, but just for a fossil. Let all who 
are “weary and heavy laden” gorge themselves on 
such ecclesiastical “ offal.” It may give them rest. 
“ Let the anxious souls come up to the altar.” 

“ They shall be tormented with fire and brimstone 
in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence 
of the lamb. And thesmoke of their torment ascend- 
eth up for ever and ever, and they have no rest day 
nor night.” 

How does this comport with the idea of a merciful 
God? Think of a young child not among the elect 
suffering such punishment through all eternity! 
Who can respect a God who brings a child into exist- 
ence only to damn it? 

Since it was so badly done for, 
I wonder what it was begun for. 

If God knew that a certain portion of the human 
family would be damned, why bring them into exist- 
ence at all? How long will men worship a phantom 
of the skies, marked by every trait of a savage? 

O thou, wha in the heavens dost dwell, 
Wha, as it pleases best thysel’, 
Sends one to heaven and ten to hell, 
A’ for thy glory; 
And no for any gude or ill 
They’ve done afore thee. 

Can the human mind conceive anything that would 
so shame a devil asa god, possessed of all power, 
glorying because creatures of his own creation were 
writhing in eternal torment ? 

* Take no thought, saying, What shall we eat, or, 
What shall we drink, or, Wherewithal shall we be 
clothed? Take no thought for the morrow, for the 
morrow shall take thought for the things of itself." 

Yes, God is the good shepherd; he will provide for 
the wants of his sheep, and see that the wolves do not 
get away with the lambs. “ Those who trust in the 
Lord shall not come to want." These promises are not 
worth a rupee; they have never been made good. 
Thousands have starved, and frozen, and died of dis- 
ease, trusting in God, and calling upon him for help 
to the last. What would become of the human family 
if all should try to live by trusting in the Lord? There 
is entirely too much trust ; God never pays down. 

“ Ask, and it shall be given you.” Itell youit is a big 
lie. Hundreds of mothers who have seen their chil- 
dren die of starvation know it is a lie. All who were 
down. upon their knees, praying for the life of Gar- 
field, know it is the blackest kind of a lie. 

“Tf ye have faith as a grain of mustard-seed, ye 
shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder 
place, and it shall remove; and nothing shall be im- 
possible unto you.” 

Calling things by their right names, Iscore another 
lie against the New Testament. With a mountain of 
faith, I defy the Christian or anybody else to move 
even a grain of mustard-seed without physical force. 
And as for men overcoming impossibilities, faith or 
no faith, it is too silly to talk about. No man ean an- 
nihilate space or check the flight of time. There are 
a hundred and one other things which man can never 
accomplish. Heston’s cartoon is to the point. Faith 
will never help a man to lift himself over the fence by 
his boot-straps. : 

According to these passages of scripture—and I can- 
not see why Christians are not bound by them—there 
is not a Christian in all this broad land. Is there one 
Christian who can move a mountain? Is there one 
who can take poison, and not be hurt? Is there one 
who can cast out devils? When he is smitten on the 
one cheek, is there one who will give the offender the 
opportunity to bite offan ear? Is there one who 
will give a thief a yoke of oxen because the thief has 
stolen from him a team of horses? Show me a Chris- 
tain who takes “ no thought of the morrow,” and I 
will show you a man who cannot tell an angel from a 
bluejay. Where are the Christians who can cure 
“all manner of diseases?” 

According to these rules, there are no Christians. 
The truth is, Christianity is dead, and Christians are 
only praying around the corpse. When they are 
warned by the unpleasant odor, it is to be hoped that 
they will put the putrid carcass decently out of the way. 


The New Testament is held up before the world as 
a moral guide, a marvel of pureness, and a model of 
wisdom. Over and over it has been asserted that it 
is the only faultless book ever written; that it is im- 
possible to point out one erroneous passage, or find 
a false precept ; that if all would follow its teachings 
there would be nothing but happiness in this world, 
and not asoul lost in the world to come. Such are the 
ideas taught to the young in regard to the New Tes- 
tament, whereas, it was such a firm belief in such 
terrible passages as I have quoted that reduced them 
to actual practice, and produced the ignorance and 
beastiality of the dark ages. A firm belief in these 
hellish dogmas turned all Europe into a lazar-house 
for more than a thousand years. 

Paying no attention to the laws of health, having 
no regard to cleanliness, living upon insufficient and 
unhealthy food, and depending upon prayers, and 
shrine cures, and old relics, and faith when they were 
sick, sent epidemics over Europe so frequently that 
the population did not double in a thousand years. 
So besottedly beastly did the believers in the New Tes- 
tament precepts become, that ‘ He stinks like a Chris- 
tian,” passed into an adage, even among Mussulmans. 

A firm belief in these unnatural doctrines will dry 
up all the sweet juices of humanity, and choke out 
all the manhood of any people in any age or in any 
country. 

The clergy have ever regarded the natural affec- 
tions of the heart, all social pleasure, all amusements, 
in short, every joyous instinct, as sinful. To be happy 
was to be in danger. Whatever afforded comfort 
and joy was of the devil. To be on your knees bathed 
in tears, to be afflicted and in sorrow, was most pleas- 
ing to God. In short, nothing could be right which 
was natural. 

Salvation depends not upon meritorious acts (for 
ministers tell us that “hell is paved with good 
deeds”), but upon belief in the anti-natural and su- 
pernatural It is mainly owing to Christian teach- 
ing that the minds of men have been soured to such 
an extent as to make them desire to murder and tor- 
ture each other. 

One writer says that “the unhappiest nations of 
the earth are the most fmmoral, the most selfish, and 
the meanest in every ugly sense of the word.” 

If this be so, then the Christian countries must 
bear the palm for immorality, selfishness, and mean- 
ness over all other nations on the globe. For, accord- 
ing to all history, a more miserable condition than fell 
to the lot of the Christian during a pericd of more 
than a thousand years, known as the “Dark Ages,” 
could not be imagined. Ignorant of the first rudi- 
ments of learning, ignoring every law of health, rely- 
ing upon the most degrading superstitions for the 
cure of diseases, believing that he must afflict himself 
to please his God, looking upon this life as a “ vale of 
tears” and “a scene of sorrow," believing that God 
looked on approvingly when he killed a man who dis- 
agreed with him in belief, starving every day, and 
tortured by the horrid nightmare of superstition 
every night, believing that the more he suffered here 
the happier he would be hereafter—in short, thata hell 
of a life on earth was the only way to escape hell after 
death—is it any wonder that Christian countries 
found no parallel for ignorance and suffering and 
brutality for more than a thousand years? 


Joun Pecz. 
— 9-8-499——— —— —— 


Mohammedanism in Central Africa. 
In the Contemporary Review Joseph Thompson 
describes the new civilization wrought by Moham- 
medan influence upon the naked negroes. He says: 


When I reached Central Soudan, the sights and scenes I 
there witnessed burst upon me like a revelation. I found 
myself in the heart of Africa, among undoubted negroes, but 
how different from the unwashed, unclad barbarians it had 
hitherto been my lot to meet in my travels in Africa! I could 
hardly believe I was not dreaming when I looked around me 
'and found large well.built cities, many of them containing 
10,000 to 30,000- inhabitants. The people themselvs, pictur- 
esquely and voluminously dressed, moved about with that 
self- possessed sober dignity which bespeaks the man who has 
a proper respect for himself. I saw on all sides the signs of 
an industrious community, differentiated into numerous 
crafts, evidence sufficient to show how far advanced they 
were on the road to civilization. I heard the rattle, the 
tinkle, and the musical clang of workers in iron, in brass, 
and in copper. I could see cloth being made in one place, 
and dyed, or sewn into gowns or other articles of dress, in 
other places. In the markets, crowded with eager thou- 
sands, I could see how varied were the wants of these negro 
people, how manifold the productions of their industry, and 
how keen their business instincts. Almost more remarkable 
than anything else, no nativ beer or spirits, nor European 
gin and rum, found place in their markets. Clearly there 
were no buyers, and therefore no sellers. 

Outside the towns, again, no forest covered the land; the 
density of the population and its numerous requirements had 
made the virgin forest a thing of the past, and its place was 
taken by various cereals, by cotton and indigo, and other 
vegetable productions which minister to the inner and outer 
man. What could hav produced this great change ?—for 
that a change had occurred could not be doubted, Certainly 
contact with Europeans had had nothing to do with it. The 
character of the industries, the style of art, indicated a cer- 
tain amount of Moorish influence, giving them the direction 
which they bad assumed. How had the first great steps 
been taken? No Moors or Arabs were to be seen among the 
people. No such races held the reins of government, and by 
their powerful influence caused the introduction of new arts 
and industries. Evidently, whatever had been done had 
been done through the free aspirations of the negroes toward 
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higher things. I wasleft long in ignorance of the agency 
which had thus transformed numerous tribes of savages into 
semi-civilized nations, ruled by powerful sulians, who ad- 
ministered justice of a high order (for Africa), and rendered 
life and property.safe. That agency was almost exclusivly 
Mohammeduanism. 

If such a reclamation of a whole. people from bar- 
barism had been accomplished by Christian influence, 
the religious press of the country would trumpet it 
far and wide. Every minister of the gospel holds 
that civilization is a positiv proof of the divine char- 
acter of Christianity. Is it possible that Moham- 
medanism is “ divine” also ? 


Che American Secular Zion. 


News and Notes. 


In spite of the stormy weather, a good houseful 
greeted me on Friday evening at Waterloo, Ind., and 
with the aid of exhilarating music there was no lack of 
“ dynamics.” Things kept a-moving. Professor Berg- 
man, who knows how to bring music out of every 
string of a violin. was once a minister, but he left the 
pulpit for the fiddle, and much more music and joy 
has he given the world since; and at seventy years is 
jubilant in spirit b-cause free in thought.. There is 
more mach of human progress in the notes of a 
violin than in all the prayers of the clergy. 

My friend Kelly, of Waterloo, criticised my “New 
Heaven and Earth” from the Spiritualistic point of 
view, but only enough to show that our difference is 
simply one of evidence, and not of philosophy. In 
fundamental conceptions of life and duty, and the 
real glory of humanity, there is no divergence. It is 
simply a question of the continuation of life, and not 
as to its quality, or how it can be most worthily 
manifested. The profound thought in regard to hu- 
man destiny is identical in the Maternalistic and 
Spiritualistie view of universal being. On the plane 
of actual existence there is no disagreement. 

Again I had to sit up and wander through the 

Shades of night until half-past two in order to take 
the train for Chicago to be in time for the brilliant 
Paine Anniversary that was coming off Saturday 
evening. It was a happy and successful gathering 
indeed, and the variety of entertainment was enough 
to keep me in courage and good spirits for the rest 
of my journey. About four hundred were present, 
and the exercises consisted of music, recitations, 
dramatic performance, etc. I had the honor to giv 
the oration of the evening in memory of our hero. 
The opening address was made by E. A. Stevens. 
Mesdames C. Izard and G. L. Baldwin gave a charm- 
ing duet with an excellent instrumental accompani- 
ment by Mr. O'Connor. Prof. J. J. Ely enchanted 
us with an exquisit violin solo, and Prof. H. F. 
Scully’s humorous recitations won most hearty plau 
dits; and Mr. Atherton’s “Behind the Scenes” 
mingled comedy and pathos with the skill of the 
trained artist. Miss Mildred Holland's happy song 
voiced the noble feeling, while Miss Grace Hayward’s 
hilarious but beautiful negro melody to the light- 
. Some tones of the banjo filled the round of gaiety 
with rapturous greeting. Then came the well-acted 
farce, “ Stage Struck,” by our friends, Mrs. Josephine 
Tarbell, Douglass E Atherton, and James Murphy, 
who showed the genius of comedy with grace, bright- 
ness, and dramatic life. All was merry indeed, while 
the flying feet kept time to the swift strains that 
ceased not with midnight’s solemn hour. Thus with 
joyous heart we keep the memory of those sublime 
heroes who in days of suffering and peril forgot all 
pl asure in the dread performance of duty. Thus 
the glory of life is attained by being happy when we 
can be happy, and thus out of fleeting delight we 
„gather power for the noblest labors, and strength for 
suffering. . 

E. A. Stevens, president of the Chicago Secular 
Union, is a live man, indeed; and by his efforts the 
society here has accomplished a marvelous amount 
of work considering the means at hand. There are 
meetings every Sunday at which lectures of the 
highest order on literary, scientific, and political sub- 
jects are given by the first talent in the city. From 
five hundred to a thousand dollars are raised every 
year for local expenses, besides generous contribu- 
tions to the national organization. The Chicago 
Union sets a good example to other auxiliary asso- 
ciations by its subscription of fifty dollars to the 
fund of the American Secular Union. If all would 
do as well in proportion to their ability, we might 
hav plenty of means for aggressiv legislativ work. 
and the printing of documents, facts, statistics, etc., 
in regard to the Nine Demands, which is of the high- 
est importance to our cause. While the lecture work 
is absolutely necessary for interest and enthusiasm, 
this work, in order to be practically successful, must 
be backed up by documents, official correspondence, 
legislativ action, etc., and this is what I hope will be 
achieved in the future. Mr. Stevens, as chairman of 
the Finance Committee, is ready to put his shoulder 
to the wheel, and I believe that he will do invaluable 
service. While I am in the lecture field all official 
correspondence, ete., should be sent to 750 W. Lake 
street, Chicago, either to my name or to Mr. Stevens. 


This will be my permanent address until my return. 
All money contributions can be sent directly to 
Charles Eckhard, treasurer, 28 lLayfayette Place, 
New York. I delivered my lecture, “The New 
God,” on Sunday evening before the Union, and his 
majesty was quite well handled by Mr. Long, Mr. 
Sawyer, Mr. Zimmerman, Mr. Simpson, General 
Trumbull, etc., and my ideas as to what a god should 
be, if we must hav one, were cordially accepted. 

I hav had pleasant meeting with friends while here, 
and can go westward with brighter hope than ever. 
Mr. and Mrs. Freeman, M. S. Card, Miss Stella 
Campbell, A. C. Berg, W. J. Horne, Mr. and Mrs. 
Brainard, Mrs. Josephine Tarbell, Douglass Ather- 
ton, E. S. McComas, Charles J. Sundell, Dr. Ciavin- 
ger, Dr. E. S. MeLeod, one of our stanchest support- 
ers and always ready to lend a hand; Wm. Zimmer- 
man, Olaf Olsen Ray, who has translated all of Inger- 
soll’s works into the Scandinavian language; Frank 
Smead, Mr. C. A. Frankel, and others whose names 
are legion, I guess, are allies who bàte no jot of heart 
or hope for freedom and humanity. 

I was pleased to meet a good friend, Mr. Richard. 
son, of Oshkosh, Wis., who came nearly two hundred 
miles on purpose to attend the festival occasion; 
also Mr. Wm. C. Howard, of Valo, Ill. 

Mr. James B. Stoddard, of Ogden, Utah, one of my 
right-hand men in my last year's campaign in that 
country, gave me an unexpected grasp of the hand. 
and I was glad to meet so brave and strong a com- 
rade. He is now lecturing with marked success on 
“Mormonism vs. Americanism.” He isa good think. 
er and eloquent speaker, and understands his subject 
thoroughly, and is dealing some sturdy blows against 
this oriental despotism into which he was born, and 
whose shackles he has felt. 

I am now at the delightful home of Mr. A. D. 
O'Neill, à vigorous Freethinker, out of the fold of the 
Catholic Church, one of the pioneer citizens of Chi- 
cago, and who has done his share in building up its 
metropolitan splendor. His wife and daughter are 
still Christians, but of so generous a spirit that if all 
were like them I should feel disposed to put my ar- 
mor down. The Golden Rule would surely prevail. 
The fireside is comfortable here, and all is like a 
stream of delight, and mind and body receive ample 
supply for the toilsome journey before me up and 
down the mountain hights and the shores of the rest- 
less ocean. Mr. O'Neill has one of the finest bird col- 
leetions in the city, which he himself made by his 
skill as hunter and taxidermist. Very few men are 
better posted than our friend in the natural history 
of birds, deer, etc., and his beautiful museum, so life- 
like in appearance, is a treasure for those who delight 
in nature's infinit variety, with its resplendent colors 
and curious forms. 

To-morrow I again set my face westward, with the 
sincere hope that no cyclones or blizzards may cross 
my path as I traverse the plains of Kansas to the 
snowy summits of the Rocky hills. Ilecture at Fort 
Madison, Iowa, Feb. 5th and 6th; Belton, Mo. Feb. 
8th ; Bavaria, Kan., Feb. 9th and 10th; Salina, Kan, 
Feb. 11th, 12th, and 13th; Brookville, Feb. 14th 
and 15th. I hope to be at Haven, Kan., Feb. 17th, 
and at Windom, Kan., Feb. 18th. I shall be at Dodge 
City, Kan., Feb. 20th, and at Garden City, Feb. 21st 
and 22d. 

I shall perhaps be at Greeley, Colorado, Sunday, 
Feb. 27th, but the date is not certain. I shall be at 
Longmont, March 2d; at Denver, March 6th, and 
13th. I hope to lecture at Boulder City, Central 
City, and other places while in Colorado, but arrange- 
ments are not yet perfected. I expect to be in San 
Diego, California, March 16th and 17th; at Los 
Angeles, March 20th and 27th; at Santa Ana between 


| these dates; at Tulare about March 30th and 31st; 


at San Francisco and Oakland the first two Sundays 
in April; at San Jose, Sonoma, and other places in 
California as arrangements can be made until June. In 
June I expect to be in Oregon; in July in Washing- 
ton Territory, and then turn Eastward by way of 
Baker City, Boise City, Butte City, Salt Lake City, 
etc. If the field keeps opening before me as it has 
since I left New York, I do not know when I shall 
see that city again. However, the more there is to do 
the better, and we will keep on the harness until the 
Christmas turkey begins to doff its feather; then, I 
guess, we will take a good square meal in Gotham. 
Chicago, Ill., Feb. 3,1887.  Sawuzr P. Purnam. 


——— 9$ —9——— ————— 
The Liberal Club. 


The man with the badge-pin has been officially ap- 
prised that if he does any more such reporting in 
the future as he has done in the immediate past, he 
will not be welcome to the regular meetings of the 
Manhattan Liberal Club, but, on the contrary, will 
be hung up on the outer wall of the building. As 
the weather just now is rather cold, this is not & 
pleasant prospect, but it is better than no prospect 
at all. 

The 443d meeting of the club was addressed by 
Dr. R. G. Eccles, of Brooklyn, and attended by a 
good audience. The lady secretary was back at her 
post, and sold Taz Truta Srexer and Henry George's 
Standard in about equal numbers. After the secre- 
iary had read the minutes of the previous meeting, 


Mr. Wakeman told about his trip to Boston, and 
the way Uncle Horace Seaver accepted the cane made 
from wood that grew over the grave of Paine, and 
which the Liberal Club had forwarded by its president 
to the Nestor of Liberalism. The cane was supplied 
with a silver ring bearing this inscription: 

Horace Seaver. From Thomas Paine's Grave. Presented ` 
by New York friends Jan. 29, 1887, Paine's 150th birthday. 

Mr. Wakeman said it was worth a trip to Boston 
io witness the venerable editor's delight at the gift 
and the fraternal spirit which prompted it, and to 
hear his eloquent words of thanks and appreciation. 
In the Investigator Mr. Seaver says :. l 

The kind donors will please accept our fraternal thanks, 


and the assurance that the historical cane will be carefully 
preserved in the stronghold of the Paine Memorial. 


After these preliminary matters, the Chair intro- 
duced Dr. Eccles, who would speak upon * Evolu- 
tion Illustrated by a Flower.” The lecture was illus- 
trated by colored charts. Dr. Eccles produced a 
small moth-shaped orchid which hé passed around 
through the audience. It looked much like a little 
buttei fly, but was in fact a plant. Dr. Eccles after- 
ward explained why it was of that shape. It de- 
pended, he said, on the butterfly or moth to carry its 
pollen dust from one plant to another. Unless the 
moth performed this office, the orchid must die. The 
moth, on the other hand, was in the habit of screen- 
ing itself beneath the orchid for protection from the 
birds which would otherwise make a meal of it. In 
hiding, the moth selected orchids that most resembled 
itself, so as to deceive the birds, and in return for the 
protection thus afforded, the moth fertilized the 
plant. Plants which, owing to dissimilarity, the 
moth did not patronize would perish, and thus the 
moth-like orchid survives. Many other plants de- 
pended upon insects like bees to carry the fertilizing 
pollen from one to another, and the wind performs 
the same office, as in scattering the tassels of corn 
upon the silk. There are few self-fertilizing plants, 
and these are of the most degraded character. Nature 
has erected a barrier against such a process, and 
the fertilizing point of a blosson is nearly always lo- 
cated in a spot inaccessible to its own pollen. Dr. 
Eccles said that the man who put it down in the 
sciiptures that flowers toiled not, made a mistake. 
They had to struggle for their existence, and use all 
sorts of devices to protect and perpetuate themselvs. 
They hav their likes and dishkes, their favorits and 
amours. The doctor pointed out that the medicin 
which we extract from some plants exists there evi- 
dently to protect the plant against the very disease 
which it is designed to cure in ourselvs. We get 
quinine from the bark of the cinchona-tree, which 
grows mainly in malarial districts. The cinchona- 
tree is also found in non-malazial districts, but in such 
cases its bark contains no quinine. Dr. Eccles very 
appropriately closed his lecture with following lines, 
adding to the rhyme of the poet the beauty of his 
voice: 

Flower in the crannied wall, 

I pluck you out of the crannies ; 

Hold you here, root and all, in my hand, 
Little lower—but if 1 could understand 
What you are, root and all, and all in all, 
I should know what God and man is. 


The audience applauded the speaker long and 
heartily at the close of his remarks. The Jecture had 
been both interesting and instructiv. The doctor 
avoided technical terms as much as possible, but 
when it became necessary to giv the Latin names of 
plants, he showed himself equal to the occasion, and 
wrestled with polysy)labic terms without extra effort. 

The Chair invited discussion of the lecture in 
speeches of ten minutes each, members of the club 
having preference. Members did not respond with 
their usual alacrity. The subject required special 
knowledge of botany, and the speakers at the club are 
more inclined to generalize on great questions than 
to go into details Dr. Eccles is known to be an anti- 
Socialist, and Herr Oppenheimer was inclined to re- 
gard the lecture as a covert attack upon the theories 
of Karl Marx, but as he wasn't sure on this point he 
refrained from criticism. ‘ 

Dr. Leverson made a plea for the introduction of 
botany and other natural sciences in our schools. 
Nothing could develop the powers of analysis like 
the study of practical botany. This should be 
taught the young in place of the present word grind- 
ing called botany, and the teaching of lies called 
grammar. 

Nobody wanted the floor when Dr. Leverson re- 
tired, but the audience was interested in the subject 
and waited patiently. The Chair, therefore, made 
some brief remarks. Mr. Wakeman regretted that 
teachers had rarely been found who could make the 
subject of botany interesting. Dr. Eccles had shown 
how that could be done. Mr. Wakeman objected, 
however, to the expression “the barrier of nature." 
The idea was a mythological one. The objection to 
self-fertilization of plants was a chemical one, not 
sentimental. The stigma and pollen of one plant 
were so much alike that they could not fructify each 
other. Mr. Wakeman again complimented Dr. Eccles 
on his avoidance of technical and other hard words, 
and recommended that others should follow his ex- 


ample. Mr. Wakeman then proceeded to & develop- 
ment of his theory of plant life, in the course of 
which he used the words exogeny, osmosis, exosmo- 
sis, cellular genesis, and capillary interfusion. 

There was no one to continue the discussion, and 
Dr. Eccles closed the debate. He had not used the 
words nature’s barrier in a mythological or theolog- 
ical sense. He did not believe that the ruler of the 
universe used design or accomplished things by man- 
ual dexterity. He used “barrier of nature” as a 
short phrase to express what others expressed with a 
great number of large words. 

This was one of the most interesting meetings the 
club has had, and the audience were nearly unanimous 
in indorsing the Chair’s request that the doctor 
would prepare and deliver a similar lecture on the 
development of animal life. 
`- At the next meeting Col. A. H. H. Dawson, of Ken- 
lucky, speaks on “Capital Punishment for Women 
and Men," whenthe case of Mrs. Druse will doubt- 
less be considered. : 

————— t ———————— 


- Some Aspects of the Druse Case. 


The argument that judicial proceeding are too fal- 
lacious to warrant decisions upon which human life 
or death shall depend has a strong exemplitication in 
the Druse case. The record in this case contains 

‘fourteen solid consecutiv pages narrativ of neglect. 
cruelty, and foul and abusiv cutrage endured by this 
wretched woman from her husband for twenty years. 
This culminated ina blow, immediately preceding his 
murder and provocativ of it, which he dealt his wife 
with such violence that her eye was closed for over a 
week. Three witnesses testify to the effect of this: 
1. Mary: “After father struck her she acted as 
though she was crazy. She acted like a wild person. 
Her eves looked wild. She talked very fast. She 
acted different than I ever saw her before." 2. Gates: 
* She was excited. She appeared just like a crazy 
person.” 3. George: “Ste looked wild. She was 
frightened.”. Apart from this evidence the atrocious 
details of the crime are enough to suggest to any 
thoughtful person serious doubts of the mental integ- 
rity of the murderess. The shooting in the presence 
of witnesses, in the family circle, all the children as- 
sisting, indicates a very peculiar psychic condition. 
No sane woman would do such a thing without great 
provocation, and the provocation shown, taken in con- 
nection. with twenty years of outrage, and the fact 
that Mrs. Druse had reached a critical period of life 
(about forty-five years of age*), was certainly suffi 
cient to produce insanity. The manner of the dis 
posal of the body was preéminently the act of an 
insane woman. With the testimony of the children 
superadded, all the evidence points directly to an un- 
sound mental condition of the defendant, aud it is a 
reproach to the administration of justice that this 
woman has exhausted all her legal remedies, and been 
finally sentenced to be hanged, and that up to this 
time no intelligent investigation has been made, nor 
even attempted, into the question of her mental and 
moral responsibility. This woman was poor; and 
lacking means to adequately prepare a defense, which 
requires great elaboration and expense, and which is 
at all times unpopular and difficult of explanation to 
the average juryman, her counsel, in the exercise of 

' their best discretion, thought it prudent to forego a 

defense which, when incompletely presented, surely 
works disaster, and resolved to rest upon other 
grounds. 

The counsel in the case cannot fairly be censured 
for this. Their position was a difficult one. Over- 
whelmed by a morbid prejudice which pervaded the 
whole community and clamored for a victim, their 
skill was of little avail, without the fairness which we 
hav aright to expect in a court. But these reasons 
. should hav been urged upon the application for com- 
mutation of sentence, and it was the duty of the judge 
whose attention had been called to these facts to save 
this woman from death, or at least to make some ef 
fort to ascertain her true condition. The old law 
books tell us that it is the duty of the judge to pro- 
tect the rights of the prisoner to the uttermost, but 
we hav drifted far away from this principle, and it 
seems to be now considered quite a feather in the cap 
of a judge if he can by any means procure a convic- 
tion. 

There are other features in which this case was 
grossly unfair, yet this judge is reported assaying that 
he is “ aware of no reason why an application for com- 
mutation of sentence should be granted.” Ifa trial isa 
search after the truth of a matter, the most important 
part of this trial has been omitted, namely, the inquiry 
into the sanity of Mrs. Druse, aud until it is proven 
beyond all question that she was morally responsible 
for her acts, it will not be well for the state to proceed 
to extremes in her case. The safeguards of Jife and 
liberty are already too few, and the people will 
resent the unwarrantable and wanton taking of life 
upon such superficial judicial proceedings. The 
governor has been badly advised in this matter, and 
& reconsideration is in order. If this woman is hung, 
thé shame and indignation of the people will find 


"Pathology of Mind, Maudsley, 8d ed., pp. 206-223. 
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vent in such an expression as this state has not heard 

for many a day. To prevent this the wisest of our 

statesmen should intelligently interest themselvs. 
Feb. 7, 1887, Ep. W. CHAMBERLAIN. 


—))—9 — 9 ———————— 


The Anathema Maran-atha.: 


, The following, taken from the Philadelphia Morn- 
ing Post, is the everlasting curse of the Roman 
Catholic church against Victor Emanuel, king of 
Italy. It is the perfection of scientific swearing, and 
if the curses hav the desired effect, it is certain that 
the king of Italy is now very uncomfortable: 


By authority of the Almighty God, the Father, Son, and 
Holv Ghost, and of the Holy Canons, and of the undefiled 
Virgin Mary, mother and nurse of our Savior, and of the 
celestial virtues. angels, archangels, thrones, dominions, 
powers, cherubims, and seraphims; and of all the holy 
patriarchs and prophets; and of all the apostles and evangel- 
ists; and of the holy innocents, who, in the sight of the Holy 
Lamb, are found worthy to sing the new song; and of the 
Polv martyrs and holy confessors, and of the holy virgins. 
and of all the saints, together with all the holy and elect of 
God, we excommunicate and anathematize him. and from 
the threshold of the holy church of God Almighty we se- 
qnester him, that he may he tormented in eternal excruciat- 
ing sufferings, together with Dathan and Abiram, and those 
who say to the Lord God, ‘‘ Depart from us; we desire nove 
of Thy Wavs." And as fire is quenched with water, so let 
the light of him be put out forevermore. May the Son who 
suffered for us curse him. May the Father who created man 
curse him. May the Holy Ghost which was given to us in 
our baptism curse him. May the Holy Cross which Christ, 
for our salvation triumphing over his enemies, ascended. 
curse him. May the Holy and eternal Virgin Mary, mother 
of God. curse him. May St. Michael, the advocate of holy 
souls, curse him. May all the angels and archangels. princi- 
palities and powers, and all the heavenly armies, curse him. 
May St. John, the precursor. and St. Peter, and St. Paul, and 
St. John the Baptist, and St. Andrew, all other Christ's 
apostles together curse him, and may the rest of his disciples 
and four Evangelists. who, by their preaching converted the 
universal world—and may the holy and wonderful company 
of martyrs and confessors, who by their holv work are found 
pleading to God Almighty-—curse him. May the Choir of 
the Holy Virgins, who, for the honor of Christ hav despised 
the things of thia world, damn him. May all the saints who 
from the beginning of the world and everlasting ages are 
found to be beloved of God, damn him. May the heavens, 
and the earth. and all things remaining therein, damn him. 

May he be damned wherever he mav be; whether in the 
house or in the field, whether in the highway or the byway. 
whether in the wood, or the water, or whether in the church 
May he be cursed in living and dving, in eating and drink. 
ing, in fasting and thirsting. in slumbering and sleeping, in 
watching or walking, in standing or sitting. in lying down or 
waking, mingendo, cancando. and in blood-letting. May he 
be cursed in all the faculties of his body. May he be cursed 
inwardly and outwardly. May he be cursed in his hair. May 
he be cursed in his brains. May he be cursed in the crown of his 
head and in his temples. In his forehead and in hisears. In 
his eyebrows and in his cheeks. In his jawbones and in his 
nosirils. In his foreteeth and in bis grinders. In his lips and in 
his throat. In his shoulders and in his wrists. In hisarms, his 
hands, and in his fingers. May he be damned in his mouth, 
in his breast, in his heart, and in all the viscera of his body. 
May he be damned in his veins and in his groin; in his 
thighs and genital organs; in his hips and in his knees; in 
his legs. feet, and toe nails, 

May he be cursed in all the joints and articulations of his 
body. From the top of his head to the sole of his foot may 
there be no soundness in him. 

May the Son of the living God, with all the glory of His 
Majesty, curse him, and may Heaven, with all the powers 
that move therein, rise up against him—curse and damn 
him! Amen. Soletit be! Amen. 

eo 


A Fable for the Times. 


One Cold Day in the latter part of January, 1887, a plainly- 
dressed ‘but Intellectual looking Individual walked up the 
marble steps of a building in which a Religious Paper was 
published, and inquired of the slave in attendance if he could 
direct him to the Editorial Sanctum. The slave ushered the 
stranger into the presence of a small and bald-headed man, 
who had just picked up a pair of Shears with which to write 
an Editorial Article. The baldheaded man asked what he 
desired, and the stranger explained as follows : 

** My name is Historical Accuracy. I hav worked for sey- 
eral years as Assistant Editor on an Infidel Paper, and al- 
though the atmosphere was congenial, and my efforts appre- 
ciated by both the Editor and the Readers of the paper, yet, 
owing to the prevalence of Religious Prejudice, the circula- 
tion of my writings has not been greatly extended, and the 
Salary is not large. I hav called to say that I would accept 
a position upon your valuable and widely read journal if you 
should happen to hav a Vacancy.” 

“Sir, said the Editor of the Religious Paper to the 
stranger who had given his name as Historical Accuracy, 
** you hav called at the Wrong Number. We hav no use for 
you here. Doyou think we want to ruin our Business? Be- 
gone at once;” and the Editor reached for a large and 
dangerous looking Club. 

** Yes, sire,” replied the stranger, ‘‘I see that Ihav com- 
mitted an Error. I will go immediately, as you suggest." 

As he turned to depart, he observed near the door &n ex- 
pensivly dressed and evidently prosperous Person, who was 
writing very fast with a Gold Pen. He inquired of the slave 
who this luxurious individual might be, and was told in reply 
that he was the Religious Liar of the Establishment. 
Above the desk at which the rapid writer sat was the legend : 
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January 29TH. THis 1s MY Busy Day. 

As the scribe paused to consult the last year’s file of the 
paper of even date, the stranger made bold to ask to what 
subject he was now turning his Intellectual Forċes. The 
Religious Liar replied that he was re-writing the Annual 
Slanders concerning the Life and Death of Thomas Paine. 
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* T hav just written," said he, ‘that Paine lived a cowardly 
and beastly Life, and died a cowardly and beastly Death.” 

`“ But," said he who was called Historical Accuracy, * the 
Statement is a cowardly and beastly Lie." 

“Iam aware of that Fact,” responded the Religious Liar, 
“but our Readers are. not, aud you should remember that 
Lying is what I get big Money for.” 

* So I should judge,” said the stranger; “and when you 
hav exhausted your repertoire upon this subject, to what will 
you next turn your Attention ?” 

“ It will be my next duty to record that Robert G. Inger- 


soll has been converted, and will never again write or speak 


against Christianity. I shall also Casually Observe that dur- 


Ang his residence in New Mexico he was in the habit of Steal- 


ing Sheep." 

“That again," replied the stranger, “is an adult false. 
hood. It seems to me that your Zeal is more robust than 
your Discretion. Mr. Ingersoll is alive, and will be able to 
refute your Assertion. Why do you not wait until he is 
dead? Yonu can then lie about him without so much fear of 
Successful Contradiction.” 

“ Because,” said the Religious Liar, “ Mr. Ingersoll may 
liv longer than myself. Iam troubled with Dyspepsia and 
a Disordered Liver, while, in spite of the divine assurance 
that the wicked will not liv out half their days, the Colonel 
seems to be enjoying a tolerable degree of Health. Should I 
sin away the hour of grace and neglect to falsify his charac- 
ter while I tarry here, I might miss the reward which will be 
paid in heaven to those who lie for the glory of Gud. I must 
therefore improve the shining honr and get in my work.” 

** Well,” Historical Accuracy answered him, ** you are in- 
deed a precious rascal. To sheol with you and your paper!” 
and he advanced toward the Door. 

** Out of my sight!” thundered the Religious Liar, taking 
down a blunderbuss, which he pointed at the visitor. 

** Yes," said Historical Accuracy; '* [I will return to the 
Infidel Publisher. Better a small Salary and a clear Con- 
science there than Luxury in a Den of Thieves who steal 
men’s reputations. But remember," he observed as he 
closed the door, **one day I shall return and Knock you Out.” 

— 9 ————— 

Ox January 30th C. B Reynolds lectured before the 
Ansonia, Conn., Secular Union. He had a gond audience 
and a lively discussion with some local Christians, of which 
he has written an entertaining account for next week's Troti 
SegkER. Mr. Reynolds says: ** Now, that I am free ti] May 
from the bigots of New Jersey, I should be glad to discuss 
with a New England divine. Meantime I hav some calls 
West—engaged for Kent, Ohio, February 26ih, 27th, and 
98th. Will friends between here and there, and in that 
vicinity, desiring Jectures write me at once to 83 Clinton 


Place, New York?" 
e ——— 


A pE&PLY religious journal of this city learns with grief of 
the publication of Sunday-school cards by the proprietors of 
& patent medicin with the consent and knowledge of a cer- 
tain Methodist superintendent and pastor. The cardsare for 
distribution in New Hampshire. On one side of the card is 
printed the Lord’s Prayer. On the other side, pictures of 
the two Edens; from the trees of one garden monkeys hang 
suspended by their tails; underneath is the statement: 
** These are the ancestors of Darwin and Huxley." Among 
the trees of the other garden are two figures representing 
Adam and Eve. Beneath is a statement, *' These are the an- 
cestors of. ——." Then the name is given of the proprietor 
of a certain quack medicin. Accompanying the sume is the 
statement : * These cards are to be distributed in the Sab- 
bath-schools, 80 as to secure uniformity in repeating the 
Lord's Prayer in concert. Sent out by a Methodist superin- 


tendent, Rev. Mr. ——, pastor” 
—————— 9 e 


F'RIENDS from various parts of the Country hav sent us the 
story of an alleged blasphemer's punishment by an alleged 
angry God. The affair is said to hav happened at Douglas, 
Ga. William Burklett is the alleged victim. He is said to 
hav been a profane man. and on one occasion exclaimed, ** T 
hope that God will paralyze me," when at once “ his hands 
dropped to his side, his legs refused to move, and his eyes. 
rolled wildly around. His prayer was answered, and he 
stood paralyzed on the spot where, but a few moments be- 
fore, he was & magnificent type of physical manhood. Ie 
tried to speak, but his tongue would not move. Half a dozen 


men who were present were rendered motionless by the evi- 
deat visitation « f the hand of God.” AN this is, of course, a 
lie. But we hav grown tired of chasing down the liars in 


these cases, and do not propose to take any trouble in the 
matter. Only fellows like Talmage will believe these storics, 
and until he earns that. thousand dollars we offered him, we 


shall let him and his like hav al] the fun they can get out of 


these ghost stories. 
— to — — ——— 


“Trg Bible theory is not that man is by evolution the de- 
scendant of a monkey, or any other inferior form of organized 
life, but the product of divine power by a special act in the 
creation of Adam and Eve. Such is clearly the meaning of 
the record as given in the book of Genesis. The truth of 
this record is distinctly recognized in the New "Testament. 
The church of God, resting iis faith on what the Bible so 
clearly teaches, has in all ages adopted this view, and is not 
likely to abandon it for any other view. The view abun- 
dantly accounts for the existence of the race of men on this 
globe, and is far simpler in its character, as well as much 
surer in the evidence supporting it, than the speculation of 
evolution from a lower order of animals. We say specula- 
tion, for no one wil) pretend that evolution, as applied to the 
origin of man, is actually a demonstrated truth. It is almost 
wholly a mere guess in the name of science: and being op- 
posed to the word of God, it_onght to be rejected.” There 
are not the words of John Jasper. but cf a journal which 
advertises itself. not without reason, as ‘the largest. the 
ablest, and the best religious and literary weekly? of the 
country. But if the independent is the best, what: must the 
worst be! ] 
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Communications. 


After Eighteen Christian Centuries, 
à A SERMON. 
There is a good deal to attract our attention in the 
words of Paul to the Galatians: n 
Be not deceived; God is not mocked; for whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to 
his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that 
soweth to the spirit, shall of the spirit reap life everlasting 
(chap. vi., 7, 8). 
Adam, Cain, and David all lied to God, and “a 
pretty how dee do" they hav made by their decep- 


tions. Jacob killed a kid, and went and lied to his 
father. His ten sons killed a kid, and went and lied 
to him. “Be not deceived; God is not mocked ; for 


whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” 
Jacob sowed the wind and reaped the cyclone. He 
did notsow wheatand reap tares ; he sowed tares, and 
he reaped tares till he could not rest. Now, my friends, 
the Bible of the Christian peoples makes its first man 
prominent as a liar to God, and a defamer of woman 
to our race; its second man killed his brother and 
lied about it; and David, “a man after God's own 
heart,” murdered Captain Uriah, and took Mrs. Uriah 
to himself; and all through our peoples’ sad, 
horrid, awful story of wrongs and crimes, of gory 
gloriousness, and of glorious goriousness, liars and 
defamers, murderers and seducers, hav been the 
leading characters; right has given way to might, 
honest worth to cunning trickery, light to darkness, 
virtue to crime, truth to error, kindness to savagism. 
During all the ages of recorded time, in the midst of 
the creations of man, whether in Egypt, where all was 
grandeur, or in Greece, where beauty led art, every 
act has been to produce and to possess. There has 
not been any attempt to refine and to elevate the in- 
dividual ; physical force, not moral character, has been 
made the stepping-stone to so-called civilization, and 
as the peoples of the earth hav sown, so hav they 
reaped. Their ways and means of advancement hav 
been lies, thefts, murders, deceptions, wrongs, wars, 
and their harvests hav been and are prolific. In the 
blood of their youth and beauty it is written: “Be 
not deceived ; God is not mocked; for whatsoever a 
man soweth that shall he also reap. For he that 

-soweth to his flesh, shall of the flesh reap corrup- 
tion.” 

Inthe United States, where “ peace” is the order 
of the day, it is estimated that four per cent of all 
our labor is used to erect fortifications, to make gun- 
powder, bullets, cannon-balls, etc.; four per cent of 
our efforts are given to organize destruetiv meas- 
ures. This is bad enough, God knows! But look at 
the standing armies of Europe and Asia—at the mill- 
ions of men training for destruction; think of the 
thousand millions of dollars yearly worse than wasted 
to suppert these mad, wild, criminal policies. Wars 
hav been the principal seed sown by the church and 
state, and the harvest never fails; dead men, ruined 
lives, wasted time, desolated homes, attest the truth 
of the text: “For whatsoever a. man soweth, that 
shall he also reap.” 


The Nation's correspondent at Vienna, alleges that the 
European coalition against Russia has been concluded, and 
even givs the details of the joint action as fully decided 
upon. Theallies are England, Austria, Hungary, Italy, and 
Germany. If Russia should declare war, the plan of action 
is for Austria to occupy the south of Hungary and Servia, 
the English and Austrian fleets to occupy the Black sea, 
while Germany makes ready a half & million of men to watch 
the Polish frontier, and to come to the rescue in case of an 
Austrian defeat. If Turkey should join the coalition, herin- 
tegrity wil be guaranteed, and cost of her armaments will 
be paid, but if Turkey joins Russia or attempts to close the 
Bosphorus, the Balkan states and Greece will be supported 
by an Austrian army from Bosnia in sweeping Turkey out of 
Europe. If France joins Russia, a million of Germans will 
cross the frontier, and 200,000 Italians will watch the Alps. 
The reward of Italy will be the restoration of Nice and Savoy. 
The correspondent declares that so confident are the mem- 
bers of the coalition that the only fear is that the Czar will 
retreat instead of advancing. The whole influence of the 
Roman Catholie church is said to be employed on the side of 
the coalition.* ; 


. What a picture this is for the wife, mother, sister, 
and father to look upon! What a condition of affairs 
this is for husband, son, and brother! And yet, 
while all of Europe and half of Asia are engaged 
night and day drilling and accumulating for battle, to 
the neglect of every decent calling, our editors hav 
such headings to their European cablegrams as, “The 
Russian Bear is About to Dance!" Well! The same 
heartlessness is shown by some of our leading dailies 
in their announcements that they hope that the Chi- 
cagoans will make short work of the Anarchists, and 


that they hav their headlines already set in big type,- 


“Seven Up,” and that they do not wish to hav so 
good an editorial spoiled. This spirit exemplifies the 
text, “For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the 
flesh reap corruption.” 


*The Press, Philadelphia, Jan. 10, 1887: ‘ All Europe 
arming.—A prominent diplomatist givs his views of the sit- 
uation.—A terrible war threatening.—Russia building rail- 
roads; England massing troops and building ships; France, 
Austria, and Italy bristling with weapons; Turkey concen- 
trating troops; Europe one vast arsenal.” 


Take the New York Sun for a month, and the 
chances are that on an average one column per day 
will not giv space sufficient to cover a brief notice of 
the murders, fratricides, suicides, homicides, arsons, 
stealings, etc., which run riot through the length 
and breadth of our land. During the decade just 
passed, there was an increase, in the United States, 
of eightfold over the idiocy of the decade just be- 
fore. “In no period of our history," says the In- 
dianapolis News, “has wealth centralized so rapidly 
in the hands of non-producers as during the past ten 
years in the United States. Every millionaire makes 
a thousand paupers and five hundred imbecil idiots, 
lunatics, and criminals. Millionaires are flourishing 
like gourds: the delinquent classes increase like June 
flies; and the politicians put another coat of kalso- 
mine on the whited sepulcher of party, and the min- 
ister of God, who ought to apply the cauterizing iron 
to the social ulcer, prays for the heathen.” Is it to 
be wondered at, in the face of the facts which stare 
us out of countenance in every direction, that in 
Niles, Mich., a man should hav inscribed upon his 
wife's tomb the following ?— 

The more saints, the more hypocrits ; 
The more peace, the more plenty; 
The more priests, the more poverty ; 
The more religion, the more lying. 

This is an odd epitaph—odd because it is true. 
When a truth is spoken, even in the presence of the 
dead, it is questioned. Jt may be that the editor who 
published this item lied. The merchant, lawyer, 
banker, minister, liv by lying; by their deceptions, 
trickeries, and robberies do they all thrive and grow 
fat; and the editors hav to follow to keep in fashion 
and in funds. We do not stop to censure the indi- 
viduals. They are so besotted in self craft, so 
custom-bound. and minister-driven, that ninety-nine 
hundredths of them do not for a moment think that 
they are not engaged in the most honorable of call- 
ings; but for the institutions, be they republican or 
be they monarchical, which permit such a state of 
things to exist, our contempt has no language to ex- 
press itself. 

“When a man in New York,” says a recent ob- 
server, “shows a disposition to be honest, he is set 
down to be a stranger.” During eleven months in 
1886 there hav been fifteen hundred strikes in New 
York city. Never was labor so crowded. Its mut- 
terings are heard in every district of the United 
States. How much longer do our incorporated 
classes think they may steal, pillage, and misuse? 
One hundred thousand little children are driven to 
the mills of Massachusetts every day—driven by ne- 
cessity, by a force more exacting, more cruel, than 
the lash of the planter was when slavery was most 
black with its horrors. What education will these 
children hav when they become women and men? 
Under the enforced idleness of machinery and low 
wages, is it to be wondered at that Boston should be 
said to hav more prostitutes than any other city of 
equal population in the United States? Why do not 
the blue-bloods of Beacon Hill deny such statements 
as these when their statisticians publish them? The 
New York Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Children during the last twelve years has convicted 
8,545 persons and rescued 15,812 children. In the 
last six years it has had to care for and clothe 3,338 
destitute children and furnish them with 27,100 
meals. Dowild animals, even, in rearing their young, 
leave them so dependent upon other animals? Is 
instinct better than intelligence? 

A: traveler recently from a trip through the interior 
of Russia writes that the civilization of Moscow re- 
minded him of “some wild Indian chief who in his 
old age puts on a pair of epaulets or a high hat—it 
simply emphasizes savagery ;” and it might be said 
of us Americans that we, in our youth, hav heaped 
almost as much misery upon our laboring people as 
Bussia has after many years of continuous wars and 
peaceful tyrannies. 

And now Jet us turn for an instant to that hypo- 
critical set of Christian pirates over across the water : 

A singular and significant exhibit of the march of im- 
morality in the United Kingdom of Great Britain is made in 
a recent number of the Pali Mall Gazette by means of a series 
of diagrams, in which the record of twenty odd years is 
placed before the eye in one glance, and it is not a record 
which can be contemplated by churchmen or philanthropists 
without sadness. Since 1861 the apprehensions for drunken- 
ness, and on charges of ‘‘ drunk and disorderly,” which were 
reported in that year at 82,196 in England and Wales, hav 
steadily increased until in 1884 they numbered 198,274. Had 
the increase only kept pace with the growth of the popula- 
tion the figures for 1884 should hav been about 105,000, áo 
that the rapid stride made by this kind of offenses against 
Jaw and decency is palpably due to a lowering of the moral 
character of the community. As bearing on the same gen- 
eral subject, and as presenting an astounding condition of 
affairs, the figures of the nation's drink bill are even more 
significant. In 1861 the citizens of the United Kingdom paid 
for drinks nearly £95,000.000, or $475,000,000. -They should 
hav paid in 1876, according to the ratio of the increase of 
population, about 107.000.000. but they did pay the astonish- 
ing sum of nearly £148,000,000. Some hope for the temper- 
ance people may be gathered from the fact that the bill since 
1876 has decreased to £125.000,000 in 1888, but this will be 
regarded as cold comfort when it is considered that the 
natural increase according to population should hav made 
the sum paid for liquors in that year but about £107,000,000. 

The record of the divorce courts shows also the steady 
demoralization of her majesty’s subjects. In 1861 but 268 


petitions for divorce were filed in England and Wales. In 
1884 the number: had risen to 703, though the normal 
‘increase. according to population, should hav bronght it up 
to only 340. With the growth of immorality the passion for . 
self-destruction. has also grown naturally, and while but 1,583 
attempts at suicide, successful and. unsuccessful, were 
reported in 1861, the number had swollen to 8,212 in 1884. 
The census of idiots, lunatics, and persons of unsound mind 
showed 76,765 such unfortunates in 1888, against 39,647 in 
1861. 

In crimes of & repulsiv nature, which show their perpe- 
trators to be wholly devoid of moral principle, the increase 
in the last twenty years, especially in London and the larger 
cities, has been startling in the extreme, but it is not neces- 
sary to specify these classes of offenses more particularly. 
The drunkenness, pauperism, and idiocy to be found in the 
United Kingdom are indications that the morality of the 
people is declining rapidly. The church and the philan- 
thropists may wisely ask themselvs whether it is not expedi- 
ent to begin mission work at home, and spend some of the 
money which is now used for Christianizing the heathen in 
reforming the outcasts of society who pass under their own 
eyes daily. 

.And here is an extract published within a few 
days in the San Francisco Chronicle : 


On all hands it is agreed that never has greater distress 
prevailed in London than at present. It is not only among 
the unskilled, but the suffering extends to the skilled work- 
ing Class, and there seems to be no prospect of employment 
for them in the coming winter. Foremen who hav been in 
constant employment in the same firm for fifteen ortwenty 
years hav been turned off, owing to bad times, during the 
past few weeks. By the river side and in the vicinity of the 
docks the crowds of unemployed are daily growing greater. 
Hunger and want hav driven them almost to desperation. If 
some steps are not taken to relieve the distress the conse- 
quences during the coming months are likely to be terrible in 
every sense of the word. All the thousands who are now 
sleeping in the open air will be: driven to seek shelter when 
the cold weather sets in, and the workhouses and charitable 
institutions which are available are totally inadequate in 


‘number. The Socialist leaders are taking advantage of all 


this distress to press for the adoption of several measures, 
one of which, at least, is worthy of special mention. It is 
that one free meal a day in the local board schools be granted 
to all children who desire to partake of it. It appears from a 
report published by the Daily Telegraph that over thirty per 
cent of the children who compulsorily attended school last 
winter were there without having any food. 


Well may Spurgeon hold up his hands and pray, 
agit is reported he lately did, and end in these words: 
“O Lord, shut the mouths of the blasphemous, es- 
pecially those pretending to be preachers of the 
gospel, and who are yet blasphemous! Turn their 
hearts that they may know thy truth and be able to 
preach in favor of it.” ; 

And now let us spend three minutes in modern 
Italy and glance at the result of sowing wars, super- 
stitions, and deceptions: 


In the November Worth American Review Ouida says that 
** whatever may be the opinion of Europe as to the political 
advantages accruing to it from the independence of Ttaly, it 
must be mournfully confessed that the losses to art and to 
history through it are greater than any which could hav been 
caused by centuries of neglect or long years of hostil occu- 
pation and devastating war. It is scarcely to be measured, 
indeed, what these losses are, so immense are they in their ex- 
tent, so incessant in their exercise, so terrible in their irre- 
parable infamy. No doubt it could never be foreseen, never 
be imagined, by those who brought about and permitted the 
consolidation of Italy into one kingdom, that the people, 
nominally free, would become the abject slaves of a munici- 
pal despotism and of a barbarous civic greed. None of the 
enthusiasts for Italian independence possessed that power of 
foresight which would hav told them that its issue would be : 
the daily destruction by hordes of foreign workmen of its 
treasures of art, and its landmarks of history. Yet there is 
no exaggeration in saying that there is nothing less than this. 

“ Italy cannot be narrowed to the petty bounds of a king- 
dom created yesterday ; she has been the mistress of all art, 
the muse and priestess of all peoples. What are the Italians 
doing with her? It is sickening to note and to record. 
Nothing can ever giv back to the world what, day by day, 
municipal councilors having houses to sell, syndicates and 
companies merely looking for spoliation and speculation, 
contractors who seize on land as a trooper seizes on a girl in 
a sacked town, are all taking from the fairest and most 
ancient Cities and towns on earth. 

“I wholly fail to account, on any philosophic or psycho- 
logical grounds, for the utter deadness of soul which has 
come upon the the Italians as a nation. Born with loveli- 
ness of all kinds, natural and architectural, around them, 
the esthetic 8énse should be as instinctiv in them as their 
movements of limbs or lungs. Instead of this it is entirely 
gone out of them. They hav no feeling for color or sense of 
symmetry, and little or no sense of reverence for the great- 
ness and the gloriousness of the past.” ` : 

Of Rome, Ouida says: '*The leaders of an invading and 
victorious army would hav been ashamed to cause the havoc 
and the blasphemy which the Roman municipality hav car- 
ried out with shameless callousness; the indignant voice of 
Europe would hav bidden a Suwarrow, a Napoleon, a Con- 
stable de Bourbon stay his hand had he dared to level with 
the dust the august monuments of which neither the majesty 
nor the memories hav power to daunt the impious hand of 
the nineteenth century Edilizia.” 

The Italians themselvs are ‘‘insensible to the horror of 
their work, just as they are unconscious why yellow, blue, 
and green chairs on a red carpet offend a delicate taste. To 
whitewash frescoed walls, to make old monasteries look 
brand new, to scrub aad peel and skin sculptured marbles, 
to daub over beautiful arches and columns and Cloisters with 
tempera painting, mechanically reproduced in one set pat- 
tern over and over again, over miles of stucco, to outrage 
the past and vulgarize the present, to respect nothing, to set 
the glaring seal of a despotic and bourgeois administration 
over all which ages hav made lovely and reverent—all this 
they think an admirable and hygienic work, while they let 
human excrement be strewn broadcast over the fields and 
emptied into the streets at midday under a boiling heat, and 
set the guards of their rivers to drive out with blows of the 
scabbard the poor children who would fain splash and bathe 
in them under canicular suns. The excuse of hygiene is 
only the parrot cry which covers the passion for iconoclasm 
and destruction. ‘To make their own interessi while the mo- 
ment lasts is the ouly desire at the heart of all these civic 
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councilors and engineers, architects and contractors, house- 
owners and speculators. To petty personal purposes and 
selfish personal profits everything is sacrificed by the in. 
numerable assessaré, consiglieri, and sindaci by whom Italy is 
regarded as the Turkish pashas regarded the Egyptian fellah. 

** Could Dante come to life, no curse that he ever breathéd 
upon his countrymen would be one-half so fierce and deep 
as that with which he would devote the Italian of the-close 
of the nineteenth century to the vengeance of the offended 
gods. But Dante’s self would say his curses to deaf ears 
wadded close with the wool of vanity and greed.” - i 


_ Tae Morat.— For he that soweth to the flesh 
shall of the flesh reap corruption.” ie 

This means, if it means anything, that selfishness, 
selfcraft, and competition are seeds which, if planted 
and fostered, will eventually break “the law and the 


nelius, of Salem, Mass. So much I take from. the 
Herald., Sa IER NOR 

, I believe Mr. Fisk was first ‘sent to a mission school 
in Cornwall, Conn., and afterward to New Haven, and | 
finally to Amherst, Mass., to the’ academy which to- 
day is à college. . Mr. Fisk was.not pleased. with the 
strictness of the rules at these several places, and 
failing to keep them-he was sent-baek to Malta. He 
| then concluded to be his own master, worked his way 
back, educated himself, was converted to Presbyterian 
Congregationalism, ordained a clergyman of` that 
order, and for a time preached in Vermont. - Mr. 
Parker Pillsbury. in a-short. sketch which I find in 
the pamphlet, “The Man With the Branded Hand,” 
says: “The severities of the winters. in a place so far 


sionally, or in any capacity his agent or attorney, nor by. any 
of these ways with the owner of his place, or any person who 
ever visited it. Iam notan officeholder. I hav no political : 
ax to grind, no favor to curry with religion. Iam a citizen; 
a large taxpayer, hav children of my own, and only ask to 
be allowed to liv in a society where every man shall be guar- 
anteed the just and equal protection of the law, and not sub- 
rs to the clamor of cranks, who preach temperance and re- 
igion in one or two directions while at the same moment 
are themselvs the most intemperate and immoral in all 
others. I hav been your honor's political well-wisher. I 
never stood up to defend any man, except when it seemed 
that all others had forsaken him and fled, and then only be- 
cause I felt that then was the moment in which might most 
fittingly be remembered the cause for which Socrates and 
Jesüs died—the truth. I trust your honor dares to be just 
and fear not. Yours, 


prophets,” and crush out every particle of manhood 
and womanhood under any form of government pos- 
m to be practiced. ` “By their fruits ye shall know 
em." y 
“But he that soweth to the spirit, shall of the 
spirit reap life everlasting.” This commands us to 


north as Vermont proved to.be too much for his con- 
stitution, he beihg of a race born, and for many gen- 
erations living, under so much more indulgent skies. 
He soon became unableto discharge the many duties 
‘and responsibilities of a minister, especially so far 
north-as Vermont.” Mr. Pillsbury also. says Mr. 


act one his part toward the other, to forget self.in the 
common interest which each has in making the incor- 
porated commonwealth worthy of its trust; to co- 
operate so that the weak and needy can hav the 
instruction and the assistance of the strong. and tal- 
ented ; and to become interdependent to the end that 
the able and experienced may be advanced to and 
retained in those positions for which they are best 
fitted. j ; 

Sowing to the flesh means catering to one’s ani- 
malism ; it means brute force; it means savagism. 

Sowing to the spirit means the cultivation of 
man’s better nature; it means equity, interdepend- 


ence, love. A. K. Owen. 
tt — —— ——. 


Chaplain Photius Fisk. .- 


.I hav often queried in my own mind whether or 
not the readers of the Liberal papers, Tue Trura 
Srexer, the Investigator, ete., hav any idea of this 
.man, Photius Fisk, and how inuch we are all indebted 
to him for his generous help whenever the call is 
made for money for any worthy object. If a meeting 
- of the Secular Society is called, and aid is solicited to 
pay expenses, you will always see, or almost always, 
opposit hig name, ten dollars given. Is a Liberal 
sick, or aged, or without means of support, you may, 


if you inquire, find that a monthly donation from this. 


same man is sent “to keep the wolf from the door.” 
Thus much I know, as I hav seen the subjects of his 
charity, dnd more than once found them quite near 
home. 

Does some one wish to put in print something that 
the Liberals ought to know, Mr. Fisk’s purse is 
opened, and a donation made for that cause. I know 
a woman who worked hard in the Antislavery times 
for the slave, and who is now in the South, teaching 
among the freed people, who finds her work much 
lighter from her acquaintance with this generous 
‘man; and these freed people, for whom her daily 
work is done, are always remembered with barrels of 
food once at least every year. Does some one of the 
-old Abolitionists die, who suffered torture and im- 
prisonment at the hands of the slaveholder, like Cap- 
tain Jonathan Walker (he of the * branded hand”), Mr. 
Fisk originates and pays for an appropriate monu- 
ment, sends it to the burial-place, and has it placed 
upon the grave. I do not know how many stones he 
has thus erected—I know of three. I think he has paid 
for a thousand dollare’ worth of shares in the Paine 
` Memorial building in Boston, and a munificent dona- 
tion of valuable pictures, gathered from many parts 
of the world, are already occupying the walls’of some 
of the rooms of “ Paine Hall.” But all this does not 
tell my readers who this remarkable man is. 

e I hav before mea Missionary Herald of 1822, 
given me by Mr. Fisk himself while I was making 
him a short visit the past summer. I asked him to 
tell me something about himself, and he gave me this 
book, in which I find that he isa nativ Greek, by 
name’ Photius Ravasales; that he is the only one of 

' his family that escaped death in Smyrna from the 
plague which ravaged the country in 1814, father, 
mother, two brothers, and two sisters falling victims. 
His age is a disputed matter, one writer making him, 
in 1822, twelve or thirteen, another sixteen. His 
uncle, who had him in charge, says he was born in 
Hydra. . 

This Missionary Herald has a report of a conver- 
sation with this young Greek boy in reference to his 
being sent to America, from which I copy the follow- 
ing: “When I asked him,” says the writer, ^if he 
would like to go to America, his eyes sparkled with 

‘joy. I asked him why he wished to go. He replied, 
‘To learn.’ ‘How long are you willing to remain? 
: Till I am learned.’ I named several branches, and 
asked if he could learn all those. He answered mod- 
estly, ‘ Quanto posso (As much as I can)?” The 
writer adds, “ The boy speaks Maltese and reads and 
speaks Greek and Italian." This account is taken 
from a letter dated, “Malta, Oct. 12, 1822,” and 


signed, “Pliny Fisk.” It seems Mr. Fisk gave his 


name to the young lad, perhaps thinking he would 
. bea great acquisition to the cause of the missiona- 
ries. He was put under the care of the Rev. Mr. Cor- 


‘Fisk was too much of an Abolitionist to be tolerated 
in an American pulpit. Zu" 


‘appointment of chaplain in the United States Navy, 
which he still holds, though retired from activ ser- 
vice. 
taken in Malta some years ago. 
whom the.picture represents, but before I can answer 
comes from the person. asking, the declaration, ‘ What 
a benevolent face! 


perform marriages. 


‘In 1842 Mr. Fisk obtained, or rather received, the 


On my table is a photograph of Chapiain Fisk, 
I am often asked 


He must be a good man ;” all of 
which is true. Mr. Fisk was on the other continent 
when the great fires which destroyed so much in 
Chicago and Boston occurred. He immediately tele- 
graphed to Wendell Phillips, who had charge of his 
funds, “ Do as I would do." This good man was never 
married, and having no family he seems to hav 
adopted as his own all the poor, and especially the 
oppressed, whom he can reach. He has great pity 
for orphan children, as he * remembers that he was 
kicked about as a football, or showed off in some 
church like a monkey, to raise missionary funds.” 

I hav written what I know of Chaplain Fisk, but I 
hav no doubt that he is more remarkable in what I 
do not know than what I do. He seems to follow the 
scriptural injunctions, “ Take heed that ye do not 
your alms before men, to be seen of them;” “ Let not 
your left hand know what your right hand doeth.” 
I hav never met a more pronounced Liberal than is 
this man of whom I am writing. He has very little 
patience with anything * namby pamby,” but is thor- 
oughly outspoken and candid. ^ Lvov N. Corman. 
Syracuse (on this anniversary of Thomas Paine's 

birthday), Jan. 29, 287. 


——— — $9 — — —— 


Worth Reading. 


We think the following is a good thing, indeed. It 
appears that Chicago's mayor closed up Jerry 
Monroe's saloon. Some Fréethinking man, who 
could and would look on both sides, wrote his 
honor the following letter, which we find in the 
Chicago Times of the 8th of January, 1887. We 
commend it—let it be read—as showing how people 
are thinking, and, what is important, what intellectual 
men are saying. — Sto Hyoum. 

Lincoln, TU. 

No. 8,000 Miomean AvENUE.—Hon. Carrer H. HARRI- 
son, Mayor of the city of Chicago: It is reported upon the 
authority of this morning’s papers that your honor has 
deprived a citizen of a political office upon a religious 

round. If this be true I desire to enter my protest. First, 
Because it is in plain violation of the highest law of this state ; 
second, because it is in violation of every principle of justice, 
and last, because it is in violation of common sense. I claim 


that a man who sells rum is a man holding a political office, 


because he has to be licensed as much as does an attorney, 
who is an officer of court, or a minister, who is an officer to 
The man who in the name of the city is 
licensed to make drunkards is compelled to pay enormous 
taxes. The man who is licensed to make lunatics receives 
enormous fees, but pays no taxes. I submit that the man 
who pays large taxes for the privilege of making drunkards 
can’t hav his license revoked and his place closed under the 
pretense of a morality which is defined by a religious senti- 
ment rather than by the plain provisions of the laws, while 
the place of the man who makes lunatics is allowed to be 
open on all days of the week, all hours of the day, and whose 
place, according to the uncontradicted statement of Rev. D. 
L. Moody, is infested with unfailing regularity every Sab- 
bath with the presence of the devil—a place which is noto- 
riously infested at all times with the vociferators of lies, 
where the public press charges that bribers of councils, legis- 
latures and judges, wreckers of railways, and defaulters are 
constantly in the regular habit of assembling, and places 
where the pockets of the poor are constantly picked by hold- 
ing hell and damnation before their eyes as the highwayman 
holds his dagger and revolver before the eyes of his victim. 
Nor is this done, your honor, by the sneaks who sit in the 
pews, but by the man who stands in the pulpit; and it is a 
matter of regret that Mr. Moody has not made himself more 
certain, at least to a certain intent in general, as to whether 
the devil, when he enters the church, does not make straight 
for the pulpit. I ask your honor either to restore Jerry 
Monroe’s license or else, in the same name as that in which 
you closed his place, to close the churches. I ask it in the 
name of the just and equal protection of the law. I ask it in 
the name of a taxpayer, who is not only called upon to sup- 
port drunkards and religious lunatics alike, which may be 
done under law. but who is called upon indirectly, if not 
directly, to support churches, which he cannot be called upon 
to doin any such name. I do not know Jerry Monroe. I 
was never in his place. I do not know any man, woman, or 
child, to my knowledge, who ever did go there. I am no 
way related to him by blood or marriage, no wise profes. 


——À — —9-4-9——— ——— — 

" Pius IXs Blessing Upon the Confederacy. 
From the Chicago Daily News. 

' At the treasury department the other day, Mr. 


Crites, of Nebraska, the chief of the division of cap- 


tured and abandoned property, unearthed a time-worn 


paper which was found among the records captured 
at the time of the evacuation of Richmond that will 
settle the controversy forever. 
time in the pigeon-holes of the department, unknown 
and unnoticed, while the historians and theologians 
hav been disputing its existence. 


It has lain all this 


Attached to it is 
the following letter of transmittal : 


BrussExs, May 9, 1864.— To the President : Herewith I hav 
the honor to transmit the letter which his holiness Pope 
Pius IX. addressed to your excellency on the 3d of Decem- 
berlast. Mr. W.Jefferson Buchanan has obligingly under- 
iaken its conveyance, and will deliver itto you in the person. 
This letter will grace the archives of the executiv office in all 
coming time. It will liv, too, forever in story as the produc- 
tion of the first potentate who formally recognized your 
official position, and accorded to one of the diplomatic rep- 
resentativs of the confederate states an audience in an estub- 
lished court palace, like that of St. James and the Tuilleries. 
I hav the honor to be, with the most distinguished considera- 
tion, your excellency's obedient servant, 

A. DUDLEY Mann. 

To His Excellency, Jefferson Davis, President C. S. A., 
Richmond. 


The letter of the pope is written upon parchment 
in the quaint, ecclesiastical style, in Latin, of course, 
and is addressed as follows: “Illustre et Honorabile 
Viro Jefferson Davis, Presidi Foedoratarum Ameri- 
cæ Regionum, Richmond." The following is a trans- 
lation of the text: 


Illustrious and Honorable Sir—Health : We hav received 
with fitting kindness the gentlemen sent by your excellency 
to deliver us your letters bearing date of the 23d of Septem- 
ber last. We certainly experienced no small pleasure when 
we learned from the same gentlemen and the letters of your 
excellency with what emotions of joy and gratitude toward 
us you were affected, illustrious and honorable sir, when you 
were first made acquainted with our letters to that reverend 
brother, John, archbishop of New York, and John, arch- 
bishop of New Orleans, written on the 18th of October last, 
in which we again and again urged and exhorted the enme 
reverend brethren that, as behooved their distinguished piety 
and their episcopal charge, they should most zealously use 
every effort in our name and also bring an end to the fatal 
civil war that had arisen in these regions, and that these peo- 
ple of America might at length attain mutual peace and con- 
cord, and be reunited in mutual charity. And very grateful 
wasit to us, illustrious and honorable sir, to perceive that you 
and these people were animated with the same feelings of 
peace and tranquillity which we so earnestly inculcated in 
the letters mentioned as having been addressed to the afore- 
said reverend brethren. And would that other people also 
of these regions, and their rulers, seriously consider how 
grievous and mournful a thing is intestin war—would be 
pleased with tranquil minds to embrace and enter upon 
counsels of peace. 

We, indeed, shall not cease with the most fervent prayers 
to beseech God, the omnipotent and all good, to pour out the 
spirit of Christian charity and peace upon all the people of 
America, and deliver them from the evils, so great, with 
which they are afflicted. And of the most merciful Lord of 
compassion himself we likewise pray that he may illumin 
your excellency with the light of his grace, and conjoin you 
in perfect love with ourself. 

Given at Rome at St. Peter's, Dec. 3, in the year 1863, and 
of our pontificate the eighteenth. Pius, P. P., IX. 


—_—_—_—_—_o + eo —___ 
The Revised Creed. 


The following creed is being circulated among Congrega- 
tionalists by the American Board. The additions to the old 
creed are: The first paragraph entire ; in the third the words 
‘according to the deeds done in the body” (“ entered into 
paradise" substituted for '' descended into hell”); in the 
final paragraph, ** The Holy Scriptures,” “The new spiritual 
birth," ‘*The final separation of the righteous and the 
wicked," and the word ‘‘ death” in the final clause. |‘ Holy 
Catholic Church ” is changed into ‘ Holy Church Universal,” 
and ** Resurrection of the body " into “ Resurrection of the 
dead.” 

I BELIEVE. 

In One God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost ; 

In the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth ; 

And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; Who was 

conceived by the Holy Ghost. Born of the Virgin Mary ; Suf- 
fered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead and buried ; 
He entered into Paradise, the third day he rose from the 
dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence he shall 
come to judge, according to the things done in the body, thc 
living and the dead. . 
. I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Scriptures; The 
Holy Church Universal; The Communion of saints ; The 
new spiritual birth ; The Forgivness of sins; The Resurrec- 
tion of the dead; The Final Separation of the Righteous and 
Wicked; And the Life and Death Everlasting. Amen. 


-eot 
. We advise every man, woman, and ehild to get 
Col. R. G. Ingersoll’s ^ Lay Sermon,” to read it and 
to hold sacred every word of the grand philosophical 
truths contained in the greatest of all sermons.— 


Beacon Light. 
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The Catholic Quarrel. 


The congregation of St. Stephen’s is weakening in 
its boycott of the new priest, and is slowly resuming 
the superstitious services of the Catholic church. This 
is a result, which needed no prescient eye to predict. 

But Dr. McGlynn seems not afraid of the sword of 
tyranny nor of the bull of the pope. If his ecclesi- 
astical head is to come off, he will not make the work 
of the executioner easier by bending to the blow. In 
the Standard of the 5th inst. he talks back to Arch- 
bishop Corrigan in a manner that must surprise the 
church authorities, long accustomed to abject sub- 
mission on the part of their tools. He denies that he 
ever retracted his theory of land tenure, and only 
promised to abstain from making speeches because 
he “knew too well the power of his ecclesiastical 
superiors.” He calls the famous Cincinnati pastoral 
—in which Bishop Cleveland denied the right of the 
people to sovereign equality, contended that God’s 
vicegerents are above state officials, and that alle- 
giance is owed to God before country—an infamous 
letter. He reminds Archbishop Corrigan that he has 
before this executed political errands at the arch- 
bishop’s request—such as traveling to Washington 
to advance the promotion of John Newton—and de- 
nies that bishop, propaganda, or pope has any right 
to punish him for the part he played in the canvass 
of the Labor candidate for mayor. To Cardinal 
Simeoni’s threat that if he failed to go to Rome the 
cardinal would be placed under “the painful neces- 
sity of having recourse to measures and of adopting 
provisions which surely would be unpleasant for: 
him," Dr. McGlynn says that it would hav had more 
weight had not the unpleasant measures been already 
.resorted to. He closes with this defiance of the 
whole hierarchy : 


“I deny the right of bishop. propaganda, or pope to order 
me to Rome. The ‘vow of obedience’ of the priest, of 
which so many absurd things hav been said within the past 
few weeks, is simply a promis to obey the church authorities 
in matters concerning the priest’s duties of religion. It were 
monstrous to imagin that this promis has not clear and well- 
defined limitations. My obligation, taken as a student of the 
propaganda, was not, as some seem to imagin, to go wher. 
ever and to do whatever that institution should see fit to 
command, but simply to return to my naiiv place and there 
devote myself to the ministry of religion. In an interview 
published in the World during the late municipal canvass j 
took occasion, from Mgr. Preston's political letter, to ad. 
monish him and other ecclesiastical dignitaries of the grave 
danger of repeating the folly and the shame of condemning 
Scientific truth as religious heresy, & shame and folly of 
which their predecessors had been guilty in the condemna- 
tion of Galileo and Copernicus. It seems that they are fated 
to repeat this crime and blunder, and to add another to the 
many reasons that hav made men look upon ecclesiastical 
authority as one of the greatest foes of scientific progress, of 
national development, and of rational liberty, and in large 
part a hindrance rather than a help in the way of bringing to 
the whole world the light, the purity, and the comfort that 
come from the teachings and the ministrations of Christ.” 


That this fight will weaken the power and influ- 
ence of the Roman Catholic church in this country 
there can be no doubt. Though Dr. McGiynn's B con- 
gregation does go back, its submission to the 


priests will not be quite as abject as before the row. | 


A second oceurrence of the kind would strain the 
bond of union until with some individuals it would 
snap. And itis needless to say that every individual 
who leaves the Roman Catholic church is a benefactor 
of his kind. 
————— 9 9————— — 
The 29th of January. 

The 29th of January is a remarkable day. Annu- 
ally on that date the Freethinkers of the country 
meet in their various town to celebrate the birth of 
Thomas Paine. This year such meetings were more 
numerous than ever, reaching from Canada to Cali- 
fornia, from Wisconsin to Texas. And they were 
good meetings, too; large, enthusiastic demonstra- 
tions of people determined to set right the falsifica- 
tions of Christian historians. 

It is not the action of the Freethinkers, however, 
that makes the day remarkable. 

On the Sunday following the 29th of January, 
about eighty thousand, more or less, useless preach- 
ers get up on their hind legs behind their pulpits, and 
bray about the individual honored by the Freethink- 
ers. From the miraculous performer of Brooklyn to 
the most insignificant rider of a Methodist circuit, are 
heard these sounds: “Tom Paine drank a quart of 
rum a day! Tom Paine ran off from England with 
a friend's wife! Tom Paine recanted!” With vari- 
ations according to the skill of the brayer. 

It is remarkable that the 29th of January should 
drive some eighty thousand men insane. Were 
Christ about, we should say he had selected another 
animal, with longer ears, into which to drive his 
devils. 

—— m 
Methodist Color Prejudice. 

Before the Abolition movement in this country, the 
Methodist church tacitly reprobated the practice of 
its members in keeping slaves. John Wesley was 
particularly severe upon Methodist slave-holders. 
But the church never inaugurated a movement for 
abolishing slavery, its remonstrance being confined 
to a few words in its rules and “ Disciplin.” When 
Garrison and his friends began their agitation along 
in the ’20's, Methodists opposed them in every way, 
and during the existence of the Liberator, the activ 
period of Abolitionism, the Methodist church was a 
most obstinate foe of the colored people. In 1844 
the church divided on the question of slavery, but it 
was sixteen years before the church became a very 
powerful ally of the antislavery people—that is, when 
the war was upon us, and the problem as good as 
settled. 

In 1864, the war being nearly over, and the slaves 
free, the church organized a Freedmen’s Aid Society, 
“to advance the cause of education in the South, and 
especially to promote the mental and moral improve- 
ment of the freedmen.” In 1880 the ignorance of the 
white population demanded attention, and the Freed- 
men’s Aid Society was instructed to appropriate a 
portion of its funds to the education of the * white 
folks" Under this instruction schools were organ- 
ized in different parts of the South, and the gne | 
at Chattanooga, Tenn., was established. 

Right here began the trouble. The colored peo: 
ple complained of being excluded from “white” 
schools, and reproached the Methodists for their big- 
otry. The General Conference of 1884 took hold of 
the matter, and on May 28th adopted this resolution: 

** Resolved. That this General Conference declares the policy 
of the Methodist Episcopal church to be that no member of 
any society within the church shall be excluded from public 
worship in any and every edifice of. the denomination, and 
no student shall be excluded from instruction in any and 
every school under the supervision of the church, because of 
race, color, or previous condition of servitude.” 

This ought to hav settled the quarrel, but it did 
not. Though the university at Chattanooga had 
been established for the education of the whites, 
under this resolution colored students could not be 
excluded. But when recently two young negroes 
applied for admission, the management refused their 
application solely because of their color. This re- 
fusal has aroused, the color prejudices of the Meth- 
odists, and Methodist opinion is again divided upon 
the negro problem. While all Methodists now agree 
that the negro can be saved by the power of Christ, 
a large proportion of them are equally certain that it 
must be accomplished by separate schools and 
churches. They are willing to associate with gentle- 


mien and ladies of color in the - next- world, but- not 


here, D 


In considering this question, and pronouncing what 
the world will accept as the opinion of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal church, the official organ takes as a 
starting-point the assertion that the Methodist 
church has in all time been “ fixed in its antislavery 
principles,” and has steadfastly maintained an atti- 
tude consistent with these priuciples. This is so mis- 
leading that it may be well to rebuke the arrogance 
of the organ by quoting a few of the earlier declara- 
tions of the church. 

In 1836, before the division of the Methodist 
church, and while the Abolitionists were vigorously 
spreading their principles, the General Conference of 
the Methodist church was held in Cincinnati. An 
antislavery society had been formed there a year or 
two previous. On the 12th of May, the Rev. S. G. 
Roszell presented in the conference the following 
preamble and resolutions: 


** WHEREAS, Great excitement has pervaded this country on 
the subject of modern Abolitionism, which is reported to hav 
been increased in this city recently by the unjustifiable con- 
duct of two members of the General Conference in lecturing 
upon, and in favor of, that agitating. topic; and whereas, 
such & course on the part of any of its members is calculated 
to bring upon this body the suspicion and distrust of the 
community, and misrepresent its sentiments in regard to the 
point at issue ; and whereds, in this aspect of the case, a due 
regard for its own character, as well as a just concern for the 
interests of the church confided to its care, demand a full, 
decided, and unequivocal expression of the views of the Gen- 
eral Conference in the premises. Therefore, 

** 1. Resolved, by the delegates of the Annual Conferences 
in General Conference assembled, That they disapprove in the 
most unqualified sense, the conduct of the two members of 
the General Conference who are reported to hav lectured in 
this city recently upon, and in favor of, modern Abolition. 
ism. 

** 9. Resolved, by the delegates of the Annual Conferences 
in General Conference assémbled, That they are decidedly 
opposed to modern Abolitionism, and wholly disclaim any 
right, wish, or intention to interfere in the civil and political 
relation between master and slave as it exists in the slave- 
holding states of this Union.” 


The preamble and resolutions were adopted, the 
first resolution by 122 to 11, the last by 120 to 14. 


| At this conference an address was received from the 


Wesleyan Methodists of England, pointing out the 
duty of the church in the conflict between freedom 
and slavery. As the English Wesleyans held that 
slavery is antichristian, the conference refused to 
publish the address. 

In the pastoral address to the churches occur these 
passages : 


“ It cannot be unknown to you that the question of slavery 
in the United States, by the constitutional eompact which 
binds us together as a nation, is left to be regulated by the 
several state legislatures themselvs, and thercby is put be- . 
yond the control of the general government as well as that of 
all ecclesiastical bodies, it being manifest that in the slave- 
holding states themselvs the entire responsibility of its exist- 
ence or non-existence rests with those state legislatures. 

These facts, which are only mentioned here as a 
reason for the friendly admonition which we wish to giv 
you, constrain us as your pas‘ors, who are called to watch 
over your souls as they must giv account, to exhort you to 
abstain from all abolition movements and associations, and 
to refrain from patronizing any of their publications," etc. 

. ** From every view of the subject which we hav 
been able to take, and from the most calm and dispassionate 
survey of the whole ground, we hav come to the conclusion 
that the only safe, scriptural, and prudent way for us, both 
as ministers and people, to take is, wholly to refrain from 
this agitating subject,” etc. 

The temper exhibited by the General Conference, 
says James G. Birney, from whose pamphlet we are 
quoting, was warmly sympathized in by many of the 
local conferences, not only in the slave states, but in . 
the free. The Ohio annual conference had a short 


time before resolved : 


“1. That we deeply regret the proceedings of the Aboli- 
tionists and Antislavery societies in the free states, and the 
consequent excitement produced thereby in the slave states; 
that we, 88 a conference, disclaim all connection and coópera- 
tion with or belief in the same; and that we hercby recom- 
mend to our junior preachers, local brethren, and private 
members within our bounds to abstain from any connection 
with them, or participation of their acts in the premises 
whatever. 

‘2. That these brethren and citizens of the North who 
resist the abolition movements with firmness and moderation 
are the true friends of the church, to the slaves of the South, 
and to the Constitution of our common country,” etc. 


And the New York Annual Conference, held. the 
very next month (June, 1836), resolved: 

**1. That this conference fully concur in the advice of the 
late General Conference, as expressed in their Pastoral Ad- 
dress. 

** 9. That we disapprove of the members of this conference 
patronizing. or in any way giving countenance to a paper 
called Zion’s Watchman, because, in our opinion, it tends: to 
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disturb the peace and harmony of the body by sowing dis- | 


sensions in the church. 

“3, That although we could not condemn any man or 
withhold our suffrages from him on account of his opinions 
merely in reference to the subject of abolitionism, yet we are 
decidedly of the opinion that none ought to be elected to the 
office of a deacon or elder in our church unless he giv a 
pl dge to the conference that he will refrain from agitating 
the church with discussions on this subject, and the more 
especially as the one promises ‘reverently to obey them to 
whom the charge and government over him is committed, 
following with a glad mind and will their godly admoni- 
tions; and the other, with equal solemnity, promises to 
‘maintain and set forward, as much as lieth in him, quiet- 
ness, peace, and love among all Christian people, and es- 
pecially among them that are, or shall be, committed to his 
charge.’” 

Two years after (1838), when the late La Roy 
‘Sunderland, whom all our readers know—a man of 
extraordinary ability—had established his Zion's 
Watchman in this city, the New York conference 
again resolved : 

** As the sense of this conference, that any of its members 
or probationers, who shall patronize Zíon's Watchman, either 
by writing in commendation of its character, by circulating 
it, recommending it to our people, or procuring subscribers, 
or by collecting or remitting moneys, shall be deemed guilty 
of indiscretion, and dealt with accordingly.” 

In commenting upon these resolutions, Mr. Birney 
said : 

“ The preachers—judging by the vote on the anti-abolition 
resolutions—were expected, of course, to conform to the ad- 
vice in the pastoral address. The New York Conference, the 
most influential, set the example of exacting a pledge from 
the candidates for orders that they would not agitute the 
subject of slavery in their congregations. The oficial news- 
papers of the connection would, of course, be silent. There- 
fore, ag a measure for wholly excluding the slavery question 
frcm the church, it was of the last importance that Zion's 

Watchman, an unofficial paper, and earnest in the antislavery 
cause, should be prevented from circulating among the 
members.” f 


The Hon. James G. Birney was driven from Ken- 
tucky because he liberated his slaves, and was 
mobbed and robbed time and again for his antislavery 
principles, many church officials, says Parker Pills- 
bury, sanctifying by their presence and approval the 
shameful outrages. Anti-abolition meetings were held 
in Cincinnati, where Mr. Birney was, and one com- 
mittee appointed to draft resolutions contained thir- 
teen men who were members of Episcopal, Metho- 
dist Episcopal, Wesleyan Methodist, Swedenborgian, 
and Unitarian churches. In 1840 the General Con- 
ference adopted this resolution : i 

“ Resolved, That it is inexpedient and unjustifiable for any 
preacher to permit colored persons to giv testimony against 
white persons, in any state where they are denied that privi- 
lege by law.” 

' This resolution deprived some eighty thousand col- 
ored Methodists of their rights. 

The separation of the Methodist church into the 
* Methodist Episcopal church,” and the “ Methodist 
Episcopal church South,” occurred in 1844. This 
very separation, says Parker Pillsbury, revealed more 
clearly the depravity it was designed to conceai. 
Some Northern Methodist ministers called the divi- 

sion a secession of the North from the South. Others 
said the separation was on the line between the free 
and the slave states. "This was false, for the North- 
ern division contained some four thousand slave- 
“holders and thirty thousand slaves. In 1846, two 
years after the separation, the Baltimore conference 
(Northern) passed the following resolution: l 
-« Resolved, That this Conference disclaims having any fel- 
lowship with abolitionism. On the contrary, while it is de- 
termined to maintain its well-known and long-established po- 
sition, by keeping the traveling preachers composing its own 
body free from slavery, it is also determined not to hold con- 
nection with any ecclesiastical body that shall make non- 
slaveholding a condition of membership in the church; but 
to stand by and maintain the disciplin as it is.” , 
And the next Rhode Island Conference passed this: 
“í Resolved, by the Providence Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal church in Conference assembled, That while we re- 
gret certain allusions in the resolutions of the late Baltimore 
Conference, we nevertheless consider the position assumed 
by that body in relation to slavery. especially as defined in. 
its Pastoral Address, as exceedingly judicious, and the best for 
the church and the slave possible under existing circumstances.” 
The extracts below Parker Pillsbury quotes from 
the “ Address of the Philadelphia Annual Conference 
to the Societies under its care within the bounds of 
the Northampton and Accomac circuits.” We quote 
_ it at length, that it may be intelligible to readers un- 
familiar with the machinery of Methodism, as show- 
ing indisputably that the church authorities mere not 
Abolitionists : 
se 4¢ Whereas, the Diseiplin says, ‘ Virginia Conference ‘shall. 


be bounded on the east by Chesapeake Bay and the Atlantic 
Ocean ;’ and ‘Philadelphia Conference shall include the 
Eastern Shore of Maryland and Virginia’—the Chesapeake 
Bay, an arm of the ocean, being between them, ther: fore re- 
solved, That in our administration we will regard the * East- 
ern Shore of Maryland and Virginia’ as not being ‘ border’ 


work in the sense of the ‘ Plan of Separation.’ 

** We cannot, therefore, but regard all the Methodist Socie- 
ties within the Peninsula as under our pastoral jurisdiction, 
according to the provisions of the plan of separation. 

“If the plan of separation givs us the pastoral care of 
you, it remains to inquire whether we hav done anything as 
& Conference, or as men, to forfeit your confidence and affec- 
tion. We are not advised that, even in the great excitement 
which has distressed you for some months past, any one has 
impeached our moral conduct, or charged us with unsound- 
ness of doctrin, or corruption, or tyranny in the administra- 
tion of disciplin. But we learn that the simple cause of the 
unhappy excitement among you is, that some suspect us. or 
affect to suspect us, of being Abolitionists. Yet, no particu- 
lar act of the Conference. or any particular member thereof, 
is adduced, as the ground of the erroneous and injurious sus- 
picion. We would ask you, brethren, whether the conduct 
of our ministry among you for sixty years past ought not to 
be sufficient to protect us from this charge. Whether the 
question we hav. been accustomed for a few years past to 
put to candidates for admission among us, namely, Are you 
an Abolitionist ? and without each one answered in the nega- 
tiv he was not received, ought not to protect us from the 
charge. Whether the action of the last Conference on this 
particular. matter ought not to satisfy any fair and candid 
mind that we are not, and do not desire to be, Abolitionists. 

ee We cannot sec how we can be regarded 
as Abolitionists without the ministers of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church South being considered in the same light. 

* Wishing you all heavenly benedictions, we are, dear 
brethren, yours in Christ Jesus, 

“J. P. DURBIN, 
“J. KENNADAY, 
“TJenatins T. COOPER, | Com. 


“Witttam H. GILDER, 
“ Josrra CASTLE, 


“ Wilmington, Del., April 7, 1847.” 


In the same year (1846) that the Baltimore Con- 
ference disfellowshiped Abolitionists, the following 
questions were asked candidates for ordination in the 
Methodist ministry : 


“The Rev. Mr. Quigley proposed that each candidate 
should be asked whether he was a slave-holder; and whether 
he was engaged in any of the modern improvements of pro- 
moting the abolition of slavery; and none dissenting, the 
question was severally asked as follows: 

“ Bishop Hedding—-‘ Are you a slave-holder ?* 

“ To which all answered. ‘ No.’ 


* Bishop Hedding—‘ Glory to God! not one of their souls 
is stained with the blood of Africa.’ ' 


* Bishop -Hedding— Are you an Abolitionist ?’ 

“To which all answered * No.’ 

* Bishop Hedding— Thank God! there is none of them 
willing to cut off the heads of our Southern brethren because 
they happen to hold slaves.’” 


Upon this duplicity Parker Pillsbury exclaims: 


“This, then, is the boasted division between the 


Northern and Southern Methodist church!! And 


this the opposition of the former to slavery. Grosser 


fraud and falsehood was never known! The ministry 
who practice it should receive the unmingled execra- 
tions of the universe.” 

It will be difficult, in the face of all this, for the 
Methodist organ to maintain that the Methodist 
church has been a consistent antislavery teacher. The 
church North was finally forced to condemn slavery 
by something more than a few empty words in the 
Disciplin, but no one even pretends that the Metho- 
dists South ever became Abolitionists or favored free- 
ing the slaves from any sentiment inculcated by the 
church or derived from the Bible. The force of cir- 
cumstances, not the teachings of Christianity, made 
theoretical Abolitionists of Northern Methodists, and 
practical Abolitionists of their white brethren in the 
South. — 

But now that the war is over, the slave is free, and 
twenty years hav passed on their healing wings, it 
seems that the Methodists do not love the negro. 
He is welcome nowhere, except as a servant, or as a 
preacher to people of his own color. The white 
Christian South will hav the negro in neither school 
nor church; the white Christian North holds his nose 
when his colored brother enters the sanctuary. 

It is true that as a matter of principle, and holding 
to the letter of the decree of the 1884 conference, the 
Methodist organ admits that colored students hav a 
right to enter the Chattanooga university. But their 
desire to enter is put down as an intrusion, and a snub 
is administered to them on the ground of expediency. 
Churches South and North, for the sake of “ assert- 
ing a principle,” hay..been known by the editor to 
invite colored people to their services, and on such 


| occasions hav treated them with great honor—but no 


negroes were sgen there afterward. And the appli- 
cation of the colored students to the Chattanooga 
university is, says the organ, to be regretted. They 
should hav been persuaded not to raise the issue; and 
the conduct of the management of the Boston Con- 
servatory of Music, who persuaded colored students 
to leave that institution, is quoted approvingly. 


It appears, then, to be the opinion of the Method- 


ist church that while the letter of race-equality must 
be strictly observed, it may be broken, to good ad- 


vantage and the glory of the Lord, in the spirit. 
The holy church may not officially make a law that 
colored people shall not enter her institutions upon 
an equality with whites, for that would bring upon 
the holy church the condemnation of the sinful 
world, but the officers of such institutions may rightly 
and expediently persuade the negroes to go else- 
where. “Of course,” they say to the applicant, “ if 
you insist upon remaining, you can; but, on the 
whole, you will be happier elsewhere.” In this way 
the general conference maintains the public reputa- 
tion of the church, and the managers and students of 
the colleges are spared the disagreeable presence of 
negroes. The ingenuity displayed in this is worthy 
of the source. ` i 

i e 


A Jumble of Questions. 


Our esteemed friend, ex Soldier John P. Guild, 
calls the following “kindly queries :” 


* NaTIoNAL Mirirary Home, Va., Jan. 26th. 

“Mr. Eviror: Can you tell me— 

“4, If Lincoln did publish à pamphlet in his younger days 
against Bibleism; and, if so, is there not a copy to be had 
from which to reprint it? 

_ “2. If Henry George is the agent of Landlord God, and 
John Swinton is his lackey, in what principle do they differ 
from tomfooling popery ? 

“3. If the Liberal Club is not a laughing club, is it 
not worthy of serious reporting. or is ridicule the most befit- 
ting way to stimulate Secular talent ? 3 

«4. Whether intellectual freedom should be politically 
guaranteed to the extent of protecting your neighbor in burn- 
ing down your house or poisoning your family? . 

** 5. If, as the Catholic Review (Jan. 994) observes, it was a 
serious mistake to array the Catholic (?) church against the 
working men, who is to be charged with the blame—the 
priest who tried to help the toiler, the pope who bounced the 
priest, or the printer who chronicled the event? 

«6. Why Secülarists cannot afford to pay for their 
literature as well as the pietists? 

«7, What has become of the Liberal, Mo., University ? 

“Joun P. Gory.” 

1. Mr. Lincoln wrote, but did not publish, a 
pamphlet against the Christian religion. The story 
told by “ Zoa Topsis,” in our Letter from Friends, in 
last week’s issue, is substantially correct, we believe. 

2. Henry George's idea seems to be to transfer the 
land to a landlord who can never come around to 
collect the rent. It's a great scheme. John Swinton 
goes with Henry George so far as George's ingenious 
plan makes for Socialism, which is Mr. Swinton’s 
Utopia. It is believed that there exists just now an 
intellectual coolness between. these two eminent 
revolutionists. 

8. The Liberal Club is reported by its assistant 
secretary in his official capacity, and in his most 
serious vein. That the reports please the members 
of the club we hav been often assured; that 
they please our readers the readers themselvs bav 
assured every one who peruses these columns. The 
reports are stimulating to Secular talent, because 
many speakers hav taken the platform just to read in 
the reports what wonderful things they said. 

4. This is an absurd question. Burning houses and 
poisoning families are not intellectual efforts. The 
man who cannot perceive the distinction between 
freedom of the intellect and freedom to injure others 
needs a small dictionary. A very small one indeed 
would instruct him amazingly. 

5. Respectfully referred to the next ecumenical 
council, if composed of the same men who decreed 
the infallibility of the pope. Only intellects like 
theirs can answer it satisfactorily. 

6. Secularists can afford to pay for their literature ; 
if they cannot, they should not purchase. But as the 
chief organ of the Methodist church trusts its sub- 
scribers only three weeks, we judge that Infidels pay 
about as promptly as the pietists. 

1. Mr. M. D. Leahy, of Liberal, Mo., is the proper 
person to write to concerning the Freethought 
University. As the Liberal has suspended again, we 
hav no information concerning the institution. ° 

We extend to Mr. Guild the assurance of our 


fraternal regard. = 70777 
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Letters from friends. 


Laoonta, N. H., Jan. 18, 1887. 


Mr. Enron: Iam very well pleased with. the paper, and 
do not want it stopped. Put in some red-hot shot to the 


enemy. They need something to wake them up. I do a lit- 


tle once in a while; hav not much time, but whenever I hav 


a chance I go for them. I hope all subscribers will pay up, 

so as to lighten your heart, and cheer you in the work. 
Iinclose $5 for two years, and hope you will hav two years 

of good success. Gzo. BUOKLEY. 


New Grasaow, N. S., Jan. 27, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: I am surprised that any person should make 
such absurd charges against you as those made by Mr. J. M. 
Jamison. I am sure that you expressed your opinion in 
such & plain manner that no person could misunderstand 
you, unless very anxious to do so. I wish to say that 
I think much more of THE TRUTH SEEKER for the part 
you took in the matter, and if this was not one of the most 
orthodox places in the world I would get some subscribers 

for the paper. Yours truly, F. M. Borven. 


New York, Feb. 1, 1887. 
Mr. Eprron: I am afraid that the proposed bill against the 
hanging of women will act prejudicially (if carried through) 
against the efforts of those who are trying to obtain for wo- 
man her rights. And probably the enemies of woman's 
rights will not be slow to see the point. "The bill does verily 
declare the inferiority of woman as a responsible being, and 
I am astonished at the obtuseness of some writers who hav 
been simply and blindly carried away with sentimentality. 
In this great fight mere sentimentality will not do much for 

us. Yours for liberty, Dror. 


SMITHVILLE Sout, Jan. 24, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: I want to say afew words about the pam- 
phlet entitled ** Personal Existence After Death Improbable,” 
by L. R. Smith. My friend Mr. E. Hyatt and myself hav 
distributed about five dozen copies in and about our section 
of the country. To tcll the truth, to talk reason and com- 
mon sense in an orthodox community, is, to me, like throw- 
ing a club in a hornet’s nest. I want to wake up their par- 
alyzed brains to a proper state of cultivation, and I know of 
nothing better calculated to do it than Smith’s pamphlet. I 
want to circulate it throughout the land. Liberals, will you 

lend a hand ? C. N. 8. 


HEBER City, Jan 6, 287. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find postal-note for one dol- 
lar to pay for three more months of the grand old TRUTH 
SEEKER. I hav been a constant subscriber for eight years, 
and as long as the paper is conducted as it has been I do not 
see how I could do without it. I was more than pleased in 
regard to the stand you took in the trialef the Anarchists, 
not that I indorse their teachings, but I like to see fair play. 
The cartoons are splendid, every one of them; and if I was 
able I would giv five dollars toward defraying the extra cost 
they make. Wishing all connected with Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
a long, happy, and useful life, I remain 


Your friend, ANDREW LINDSAY. 


GREENWOOD, N. Y., Jan. 12, 1887. 
Mz. Eprror: Please find inclosed $3. to pay for the best 
paper in the world another year. If I were a good writer, I 
would make some suggestions that I think would help us 
along in our good work of freeing people from superstition. 
The women seem to be the most devoted to supernatuaralism 
of any class we hav. I know men that are quite Liberal in 
their views, yet would not dare take THE TRUTH SEEKER in 
their house to read on account of the storm it would produce. 
Now, can’t we, by flattery, get on the right side of them 
some way and get them toread it? Once get the ice broken, 

they are all right. R. L. Arvonp. 


TorzDo, O., Jan. 30, 1887. 
Mr. Epitor: I am pleased to see that Mr. George has de- 
fied the Catholic and all other churches. He must see now 
that it is very little use to advocate any reforms for the ele- 
vation of the workingman until he gets them beyond the 
control of priestcraft. Let him now place himself beside 
Colonel Ingersoll and batter down the gates of superstition. 
There can be but little done toward the emancipation of the 
race from the evils of monopoly, and all the other evils by 
which it is robbed of its rights, until the influence of relig- 
jous bigotry is torn up by the roots. J. Downes. 
[Mr. Downes givs Mr. George too much credit. Mr. 
George has not defied the church. He castigates the officers 
of the church for administering consistently the principles 
and disciplin of the church. That is, Mr. George is angry 
with the tiger for tearing its enemies. —Enp. T. S.] 


Kent, O., Jan. 18, 1887. 

Mz. Epiror: Putnam has been with us, and his inspiring 
eloquence has filled us with new life. January 10th, 11th, 
and 12th he lectured before the Secular Society to appreciativ 
audiences. His lectures hav vivified the indifferent, aroused 
the lethargic, enthused the workers, cheered the despondent, 
and put new thoughts and aims into the minds of all. His 
first lecture, ‘‘ The New Heaven and Earth,” lifted the veil 
of myth and misunderstanding from the minds of many and 
gave them a glimpse of the grandeur and glory of Free- 
thought and the consequent exalted life of the race to come. 
His second lecture, ‘“ Universal Mental Liberty” was, if 
possible, grander in its'conceptions than the first, and 
thrilled the hearts and charmed the minds of his fine audi- 
ence. He who hears him once desires to hear him again, 
consequently his audience the third night was larger than 
either of the others. He took for his subject, ‘‘ The Glory of 


Infidelity,” and showed that to the Infidel Christianity is in.-| 
He edified and 
enlightened the seekers after truth. His peroration the first 
night, ** Why Don't He Lenda Hand?" held his hearers.spell- | 
bound. His presentation of the Nine Demands of the Amer- 


debted for ite polish, respectability, and life. 


ican Secular Union won friends for the cause and showed 
their justness. 


fifty-fifth subscription for your paper and its cartoons. 
: Manius HEIGHTON, 
Sec. Kent Secular Society. 


CARLISLE, Iowa, Feb. 1, 1887. 

Mr. Eprrog: I send $1, which please use as directed. 

The so-called Christians are running what they call a union 
meeting—the Baptists, Methodists, and Brethren. 'They hav 
left the Campbellites out in the cold, and I understand the 
Campbellites are feeling sore over it. They hav been run- 
ning some three weeks, and hav only succeeded in getting 
three or four weak-minded grown persons, and one or two 
children, to join them. The priests areranting and sweating 
day and night, but it all does no good ; the people are getting 
their eyes open. "There are ten Liberal people here now for 
one ten years ago. 

The cartoons are splendid, and THE TRUTH SEEKER is the 
best paper I ever read. I am now over sixty, and a very 
poor scribe, but I want to read your paper as long as I can 
see. M. GorsincEr. 


Exmore, Vr., Jan. 19, 1887. 
Mr. Eptron: I noticed in Taz TRUTH SEEKER a request for 
a jist of friends’ names that are Liberally inclined. I inclose 
a list. There is one man here, a neighbor of mine, that has 
lived to a good old age, eighty-six. Forthe past fifty or sixty 


| years he has belonged to the church, has read his Bible every 
'day and prayed to his God. He has made up his mind that 


he has got to die before long, and thinks he has not lived just 
as he ought to hav done and the gates of heaven will be 
closed against him. He isa strong believer in the old-fash- 
ioned hell, with all of its fire and brimstone, and it is enough 
to make a man’s blood run cold to hear that man take on. 
He says he knows he shall be damned. That is the consoling 
influence Christianity has for him in bis last days. I pity 
him. His doctrin has become second nature, and he thinks 
it must be true.. How much better if he could look back on 
his past life and think how much enjoyment he had managed 
to squeeze out of this world, having no hopes or fears for the 
next. S. B. Dory. 


HEUvELTON, Jan. 13, 1887. 

Mn. Epiror: I see I am reading a paper not paid for, be- 
ing à few days behind. Inow inclose $7--$5 for two years 
advance payment, $1 for the lecture field, seventy cents for 
the Secular Union Fund, twenty-five cents for the ANNUAL. 

I would be glad to send more, but cannot at this time. I 
want to help friend Reynolds $1 soon, in his suit for freedom 
of thought and speech. 

Mr. Editor, I am an old subscriber. I hav taken THE 
TRUTH SEEKER from the time of its first publication in New 
York, and I think this is the first time I hav been in the rear 
on my payment on the first of January. 

I expect to take THE TRUTH SEEKER 88 long as I liv, which 
cannot be many years more, as my next birthday counts my 
age four score years; and when I die I die for myself; no 
man, nor son of man, can die for me. Every one dies for 
himself. 

I like THE TRUTH SEEKER; it is enlightening the world, and 
bringing many up out of the pit of superstition. I will cast 
my vote for the cartoons; so continue them for the enlight- 
enment of the blinded intellect. Oris C. Jirrsox. 


ADRIAN, Miom., Jan. 20, 287. 
Mr. Epiror: As my health seems to be slowly improving 
I thought I would drop in with my old Episcopal Quakers 
on last Sunday, as they were holding their quarterly meeting 
in their new church near to my place. The principal 
speaker on that occasion was a Mrs. Middleton from Indiana. 
She made quite a portly appearance as she stepped forward 
on the rostrum with her head covered (I thought she would 
hav looked a little better with her head uncovered, but prob- 
ably she had a reason of her own, or somebody else's, for 
keeping it covered). She now read a few verses from the 
Bible, and then exposed her ignorance and bigotry by 
eulogizing it a8 the oldest and greatest of all books. If it 
were not for this holy Bible, she said, we would not know 
whether we were a man or a monkey, and here she made a 
drive at Darwin and the philosophy of evolution, then at In- 
fidelity. Then she went back and told the audience (which 
was a large one) about this Bible’ God, and that he made 
everything out of nothing. Then he made a man out of the 
dust of the earth, and he blew into his nostrils and he be- 
camc a living soul; then about his eating of the forbidden 
fruit and thus bringing death and sin into the world, hence 
the need there was of & savior. She forgot to tell the faith- 
ful about the woman and how she was made, and that it was 
through her maneuvering in-connection with & snake that 
the man was misled ; and all this trouble was brought on to 
his posterity. Then she fired up and went on under a heavy 
head of steam ; sometimes a little streak of sense, then a big 
streak of nonsense; keeping this Bible in her hand all the 
time and at times reading a few verses from it for fuel to 
keep up the internal fires of the brain from the additional 
flow of blood to the brain, thus to supply the waste that was 
going on there. Under this mental strain her face got more 
than commonly red, and her eyes would seem to flash fire. 
Near the close of her harang she made this remark, that 
the longer she spoke the easier it was for her to talk: This 


remark, with these physical demonstrations, was eufficient ' 


-His coming will aid us in raising Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER club to one hundred names, and add to the interest | 
in and membership of our library. In furtherance of the 
| project to make our club one hundred, find inclosed our | 


| hav ended their days in an insane asylum. 


to satisfy any clear, cool-headed philosopher that she was 


‘partially insane; and, of course, she nor her religious dupes 


knew it, and the probability is that if she is still patronized 
by this church superstition, the child of ignoranceand fraud, 
she will still go on in this line of march until reason and 
what little common sense she has left will be dethroned, and 


‘she will hav to be numbered with others of this church who. 


8. D. Moors. 
|. BENTON HARBOR, Mion., Jan. 4, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: Please find inclosed $5—$3 for TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER for this year, $1 for the defense of Mr. Reynolds, and 
$1 you may place where you. think it will do the most good. 
Iam the only one that takes your paper here, but mine goes 
the round of the neighborhood, and the ‘ Lay Sermon " by 
Colonel Ingersoll has been read by many people in this 
place. Yet there are no outspoken Freethinkers here—four 
churches, and more in contemplation. . The Spiritualists 
hold meetings here in the Opera . House, and hav some very" 
eloquent speakers. ` 

The inclosed slip I cut out of an Adventist paper printed a£ 
Battle Creek, Mich., which an Adventist handed me, saying 
triumphantly, ‘‘ Ingersoll has recanted, and: Infidelity must 
go.” Then I read to him the ‘‘ Lay.Sermon” of Brother 
Ingersoll, and he went away rather down-hearted. 

The communications of S. P. Putnam in THE TRUTH 
SEEKER are delightful and instructiv. Emity J. CASTLE. 

[Following is the extract : 

R. G. Ingersoll, the noted Infidel lecturer, has stopped lecturing, 
and is reported to be suffering fr: m cancer of the throat. In an- 
swer to a gentleman who asked him why he had given up lecturing, 
he said: “I hav fought God long enough ; I hav given up fighting 
God.” 

The story is afalsehood. We shall soon publish some- 
thing from Colonel Ingersoll on this subject.—Ep..T. S.] 


Deming, New Mexico, Jan. 10, 1887. 

Mn. Eprror : Inclosed find amount to cover subscription 
for the ensuing year : 

Of course I indorse the illustrations; they are no more ab- 
surd than the stories they are intended to represent, and yet 
the churches say such pictures are no better than sacrilege— 
as if it were any worse to represent a ridiculous story with a 
ridiculous illustration, than a true story with a sensible one. 

Popery is indeed the antipode of liberty, and Watson Hes- 
ton caught the inspiration in one of the past numbers of TuE 
TRUTH SEEKER. Some day we will build him a monument 
higher than the church ever designed for Spurgeon or 'Tal- 
mage. Think what a brutal mind Spurgeon must hav had to 
utter the words: ''In fire exactly like this which we hav 
upon earth, our bodies, asbestos-like, will be forever uncon- 
sumed.” Of course, such sentiments are good enough for 
Spurgeon and the church of England, but over in this coun- 
try we hav advanced to a higher, dryer, and purer atmos- 
phere of reason and understanding. 

It is wonderful how many people there are who look upon 
God (or natural forces, if you please) as if it were a human 


being, endowed with the organs of speech and hearing. If 


this force or power or condition which brought everything 
into existence is personal God, etc., and clothed in personal 
attributes, you destroy the supremacy of God's power, right 
there. Such a God cannot make a world, or if he did he 
can't niake another one. 

The embodiment of all that is true and dood and beautiful 
and pure—some people call that God. Well, that isa con- 
ception; if any one wants to worship a conception, let them 
do so—Pallas Athene will do just as well; but do not clothe 
conceptions in personal attributes. The North Pole is a con- 
ception. We read of an expedition sailing for the North 
Pole, but there is no pole that any body knows of. A cer- 
tain person crossed the equator; did any body ever see an 
equator? Just so with parallels of latitude, state lines, etc.— 
imaginary, but not tangible. 

I sometimes feel that I am almost alone here in the 
realm of Freethought, but still hav for & boon companion 
the grand old mountain, ‘‘rock-ribbed and ancient as the 
sun,” which antedates Genesis by several years. This is no 
small consolation in itself. Hoping the Freethinkers will 
never be divided against themselvs on any minor points, I 
am, Yours respectfully, D. S. Weaver. 


OUR PIOTURES AND PAPER. 
SxowviLLE, VA., Jan. 80, 1887. 

Mr. Epriror: I think each time an extra good picture 
comes out in THE TRUTH SEEKER that Pd like to paste it up 
on every pulpit in the land. I am sure they would, in time, 
antidote all theology, even with the most pious. One such 
picture as that in the last paper, showing Thomas Paine and 
his greatest works at one glance, is more effectiv with most 
people than would be a volume of biographical informa- 
tion. There it is all at one glance; you see it and take it all 
in. It isdaguerreotyped ineffaceably in the mind. I hav all 
the pictures filed away, and a day or two ago I thought Pd 
look them over 80 as to impress them more fully in my mind, 
and I was astonished to find how familiar each one looked, 
thus proving what a hold they hav on memory. 

Though our friend Peck has already received his peck of 
praise, we (Mr..S. and I) must add our mite also, for we 
find excellent good food for thought in his ** Christian Ab- 
surdities.^ Mrs. Colman's reminiscences carry me way back 
in the past to the first strong work in the antislavory, tem- 
perance, and theological reforms, and I seem to liv them 
over again and feel once more the odium (?) of being so 
nearly alone in the advocacy of these heterodox ideas. We 
always find pith in Putnam's pennings, and among the 
friends he meets are many names familiar to me through 
private correspondence, and through him I seem almost to 
greet them in person. Mrs. Severance writes sensibly and 
justly concerning the “ Lucifer Match.” Theeditorial advice 
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seems to me sensible; that is, that they hav martyrized long 
enough, and could now do better work out of jail than in. 
We read with interest the accounts of Dr. McGlynn, but 


-hav little hope that any congregation of Catholics will ever 


dare to defy the pope’s anathema, even for love of a favorit 
"pastor, though we well know that this love is one of the 
strongest in nature. 

Our TRUTH SEEKER is our preacher, and we all love it as à 
dear friend, teacher, and guide, though we each reserve 


our right to think as our individual idiosynocrasies compel | 


us. We are still greatly. influenced bya favorit paper, es- 
pecially after' taking it for a long series of years, during 
which it manages, like some good_teacher and leader; to 
keep a little in advance of us, pointing out and Clearing a 
way whereby we may follow. ^ ErwrNA DRAKE SLENKER. 


WurirE BLUFE, TENN., Jan. 3, 1887. 

` Mr. Eprtor: Inclosed you will please find $3 for another 
year’s subscription to Tak’ Truta SEEKER., I believe my 
time runs out this January. t is a feeble expression when I 
say your paper pleases me much. I believe it gets better 
every number. I want you to know that I think the pictures 
are a great addition to the paper, and your sentiments in re- 
gard to the Chicago Anarchists accord with mine. `I never 
did believe they would be hanged for free speech; if they 
are, it will start the worst revolution that ever was known to 

‘history. I am not in favor of female suffrage. If women 
are allowed to vote, myself or any other Infidel will not be al- 
lowed to remain in Tennessee, or any Freethought papers to 
come in the state. Every Biddy will go up to the polls and 
vote as the priest tells her to, and that will be the end of re- 
ligious liberty. I don't believe in Prohibition—am opposed 
to the principle. I don’t believe Spiritualism ; don’t see any 
sense in it. Iam a Materialist to the backbone, and believe 
the railroads, express, telegraph, telephone, and money 
"banks should belong to the government, as does the mail busi- 
ness; and I think R. G. Ingersoll the best and the smartest 
man in the world now, to-day. I am fifty-eight years old, 
don’t owe any man a cent, never drink whisky or other 
liquors, and pay my subscription in advance for all papers I 
take. I think this will introduce myself as your humble 
servant, : 8. P. Jonzs. 


; Kent, O., Jan. 27, 1887. 
Mr. Epitor: Representativ Cain, of the state of Texas, 
: hag introduced a bill in Congress to create a retired list for 
government Clerks, in consonance with the law of the same 
character applying to officers of the army and navy. The 
general provisions of the bill are that after a clerk has served 
for forty-five years continuously, he may, at the discretion 
of an examining board, be retired at three-fourths of the pay 
he was receiving at the time of retirement. Or he may re- 
tire at the end of thirty-eight years’ service at two-thirds pay, 
or at half pay at the end of thirty years, subject to the dis- 
cretion of the examining board. There seem to be various 
‘opinions as to the propriety of Congress passing a bill of this 


nature. Has our general government been reduced to one 


great monopoly, in which a position once obtained guaran- 
tees a life lease to the holder, on retiring from which a lucra- 
tiv sinecure must be provided for him? Or is it a govern- 
ment of the people, for the people, by the people,.in which 
we hav an abundance of material to fill all of our offices, 
—executiv, legislativ, and judicial—with all these subdi- 
visions, including all the clerical skill necessary to do the 
` business of this great republic without repeating the term 
of office or term of appointment? These clerical positions 
furnish constant emyloyment at the very highest wages. 
Thousands of men and women having the very best of char- 
acters and business ability are daily making application for 
~ clerical positions to the many departments of the govern- 
mént, and are as often rejected and forced to retire without 
any encouragement, the officers of the different departments 
adhering strictly to the Jacksonian principle, '* To the vic- 
tors belong the spoils.” . 
Mr. Cain seems to base the necessity of this bill upon the 
fact that the army and navy hav a retired list. But is it not 
time that congressmen should learn that two wrongs do not 
make aright? We want no more monopoly bills passed, but 
laws wrought from the warp and woof of justice, tempered 
with equality, on the basis that all men and women hav equal 
rights to protection by the general government, and employ- 
ment according to qualification and merit. I would suggest 
a law compelling the commanding officers of the different 
departments of the general government to discharge one- 
fifth of all the employees under their respectiv commands 
each year, and hire other men and women in their places, 
keeping a complete roster of all employees discharged and 
hired, the yearly retired list to be so selected that no one 
employee could hold his office to exceed five years. This 
system would develop new ability, and keep on hand a re- 
serve corps of men and women qualified to transact the busi- 
ness of the government, providing for the departments what 
the G. A. R. does for the U. S. army. A. D. CLARK. 


Carou, Me., Jan. 16, 287. 
Mr. Epiror: Although you may possibly hav never heard 
of it, still, I suppose it is a fact, for I hav either read it my- 
self some time or other, or else my mother read it to me when 
I wasa boy, that, once upon a time iu the early history of 
this country, at a time when there were but very few print- 
ing-offices in the United States, some people got together in 
convention assembled for the purpose of having the press 
suppressed. And during the session one man arose and 
said, ** Mr. Chairman: I feel impressed with the impression 

that the press ought to be suppressed." . . 
And, although I do not feel impressed with the impression 


that Tug TRuTH SEEKER press ought to be suppressed, still, | 


I would really like to say to the Christian as well as Infidel 
world that if there could be any force or power brought to 


am in it now (and I think that would be a pretty hard thing 
to do), that force or power has been brought to bear upon me 
during the past autumn. i 

I let my farm last spring to a sickly brother-in-law, which 
compelled me to work out. Passing over the spring and 
summer, allow me to say that it was my fortune—or misfort- 
une, as the case may be—to work at two different houses 
where they pray. To one house I carried Mr. Babcock’s 
pamphlet, ** Why Don’t God Kill the Devil?” which I read 
to them in oratorical style, and which elicited from them 
peal. after peal of hearty laughter. When I was done, the 
man admitted that it was smart, and written by a smart man. 
But he could not believe it. And had they not been particu- 
lar friends, I should hav told them they dared not believe it. 

To the other house I went to breakfast every morning, and 
listened about a dozen times to their mess of foolish mum- 
mery that they thought should be called by the sacred name 
of prayer. After that, when the signal came for kneeling, I 
very coolly rose from the table, set back my chair, opened 
the door, and went out and went off to my work. And that 
was the last of my listening to prayers there! Now, then, 
Christian friends, be not. offended (unless you wish to) at 
these few lines of friendly warning, for they are intended for 
your good. I consider it a disgrace to a disgraceful cause 
for any person to offer up a prayer to an imaginary throne of 
grace unless they can offer up a pretty good one. 

Now, then, Mr. Editor, I like Taz TRUTH SEEKER first- 
rate, and may, perhaps, take it as long as it is illustrated. I 
like the ‘‘ Letters from Friends” department first-rate, be- 
cause it is the vox populi (the voice of the people), and not 
simply that of the editor. 

Mr. Putnam’s lecture, ‘‘ The New God,” is first-rate, and 
very convincing. And I don’t see how any person, after 
reading that lecture, can ever again believe in a personal God. 

I hav read several letters criticising the editor and the colo- 
nel, all of which, I think, are uncalled for. - To be sure, this 
is & country within the boundaries of which not even the 
president is above criticism. But I don't think the editor of 
THE TRUTA SEEKER or the colonel deserves criticism. 

i H. H. GILMAN. 


GEUDA SrrINGS,.KAN., Jan. 26, 1887. 

Mz. Epiror: There are quite a number of Freethinkers in 
this vicinity. They, like everyone else, must some time suc- 
cumb to the inevitable, and in such cases our orthodox 
friends make many remarks about our manner of putting 
away our dead. Now, I think we shculd hav some mode 
for a burial ceremony. Hav you not a burial ceremony for 
Freethinkers? Ifso, I think it would be a good plan for 
you to publish it in pamphlet form; I would like to hav 
something of the kind. One of your old subscribers, Mr. 
John H. Jones, recently passed from this life to the beyond. 
Mr. Jones died the 6th of last September. He used to liv at 
Sampsell, Mo.; came here early in 1886, and ran a general 
store. Here was sick a long time, and suffered a great deal. 
His TRUTH SEEKER was lots of comfort to him in his long iH- 
ness. He was a strong Liberal and Freethinker, a self-made 
man, and a deep thinker and reasoner. He was conscious 
unto the last, and was firm in his belief to the last. On the 
18th of last September another one of our number passed 
away, Mrs. Caroline M. Bixler (mother of the writer hereof). 
She had been for many years a Liberal, and a strong one, 
too. She formerly lived in Trenton, Iowa; was long a sub- 
scriber to the Boston Investigator, her brother, Q. M. Noel, 
being a noted Infidel in that country. Mrs. Bixler was a 
great reader and thinker, and a good reasoner. I can well 
remember of ministers visiting her for the boasted pur- 
pose of converting her, but they invariably went away wiser 
than they came. She had many friends, and was noted for 
her kind-heartedness. We would like to hav some Liberal 
come and giv us a lecture, but as we are rather out of the 
beat of any lecturer, it will be hard for us to get one. I no- 
tice an article in THE TRUTH SEEKER of September 18, 1886, 
by Si Slokum, that hits us Prohibitionists pretty hard. I 
don’t think he really means to call all who are Prohibitionists 
“ fools,” but one would take it so. Many persons, and many 
who are Freethinkers, are Prohibitionists, and Freethinkers, 
asa rule, are not fools—by no means. We hav prohibition 
here in Kansas. Some say it does not prohibit. True, but 
does the law forbidding any one to steal, murder, and pillage 
prevent stealing, murder, etc.? Of course it doesnot. In 
spite of the law, persons will steal, murder and pillage, but 
will any one say that the law is no good? Who would want 
the law wiped out ? 

The same with our prohibition law. 
benefit to our state. It brings the best class of people to the 
state. From reports of a majority of the county attorneys of 
the state, crime has decreased considerably since prohibition 
has been a law. Then does it prohibit in the state of Kan- 
sas? I say that it does, to the extent that any law is obeyed. 
There are gluttons who abuse food, but in their abuse of it do 
they injure any one beside themselvs? No; but the person 
who abuses the use of strong drink not only injures himself, 
but all concerned in him. There isthe difference. If it was 
only the one who abused it that was injured, it would not be 
so bad. Rum, and strong drink of any kind, if not an evil, 
becomes an evil after awhile, and why not make laws to gov- 
ern one evil as well as another? Slokum says, not in these 
words but to this effect, that prohibition can never be estab- 
lished. Let me say to him, prohibition is established in Kan- 
sas. Itis here to stay, and don’t you forget it. They hav 
tried to resubmit the question of prohibition, and failed, and 
should it be resubmitted to the voters of Kansas to-day, it 
would carry by a larger majority than before. 

Mr. John H. Jones has a son here (John S. Jones), and we 
are trying to get up & club for Tug TRUTH SEEKER; think 
we will be able to send you a few subscribers. . I expect this 
article is getting too long, so I will close. Q. M. BixrEs. 


It has been a great 


bear upon me to drive me any farther into Atheism than Ij ("Tbe Truth Seeker Collection of Forms, Hymns, and 


c 


"Ceremonies ” ‘contains an appropriate service for funeral oc- 
casions, besides much other matter. It is sent to any address 
for 75 cents.]: 


: New Yor, Jan. 28, 1887. 
To J. B. Smirn, Dear Sir: Yours received, via TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER, with regard to the article of mine entitled, ** The 
Impending Revolution.” : 

In that article did I say that a revolution against capital 
should be ‘‘ precipitated?” Well, let me see? I said this: 
“ A revolution is in order, and it is high time it were on.” I 
repeat the words, and hav the satisfaction of knowing that it 
is on to a considerable extent, some forty thousand workers 
in these whereabouts having laid down their tools—laying 
down of tools, not the taking up of arms, is what I referred 
to in that article—and by so doing hav “‘ paralyzed the com- 
merce of three cities,” the press says. i 

Well, suppose the “ million minute men,” with the eight 
or ten million at their backs, should lay down their tools— 
remember, please, I said nothing about taking up arms—the 
whole country would be “ paralyzed,” wouldn't it? Well, 
to ask the conundrum I did in the original article, ** What 
are the grabocrats going to do about it?" Allowing they hav 
all the arms, just for argument's sake—they can buy all they 
want—what will these arms avail them? Can they shoot the 
ten million.workers into taking up their tools and going to 
work as before at starvation wages? If you think so, Mr. 
Smith, keep on thinking so; it is pleasing to a monopolist 
and employer so to think, undoubtedly. 

By illustration I explained how this ‘revolution ”—you 
seem to be fearfully worked up about it, and the article of 
mine that so worked you up, such a “foolish” one, too— 
could be a bloodless one, a ** walk over," as it were; but you 
had to explode with gunpowder and dive into blood, at one 
fell swoop, 80 to speak—I can smell the powder and the 
blood on you now, even at this distance from Mahoning, 
Ohio. 

Don't go for the scalp of any ‘‘ foolish ” writer that chances 
to get into print, Mr. Smith, when such fool words as the 
following slop over from your brain-pan : 

“ Suppose the revolutionists should succeed, could not the 
governments of Europe be induced to send over their trained 
soldiers [ha! “ trained soldiers!" ‘Your soul was in arms 
and eager for the fray when you penned those words] to re- 
store order? The cause of law and order is one the world 
over.” 

Mr. Smith, had you lived in ‘‘the time that tried men’s 
souls” in this country, it is a dead sure thing that you would 
hav hoisted the Tory flag—at heart, not outside where the 
patriots, the * revolutionary mob,” could hav seen it, oh, no! 
—and stood, for all you were worth, with the English and 
Hessians in the interest of ‘‘law and order.” I marvel me 
muchly, now I think of it, why England, then the mightiest 
of nations, could not hav ** induced the other European pow- 
ers to send over their trained soldiers to restore order.” What 
a pity that the ‘evolutionary mob” triumphed in those 
days, eh, Mr. Smith? Certainly the patriots were nothing 
but a poorly armed ** mob," a “revolutionary mob," any- 
thing and everything but **trained soldiers," but they ** got 
there” all the same, England not being able to ** induce other 
powers to come and help her restore law and order." 

'Suppose the South had whipped the North (the govern- 
ment), do you think we could hav ''induced," etc.? Not 
much. Governments, like individuals and communities, 
turn to the rising, not the setting sun. And I am telling 
you, Mr. Smith, a capitalist or sympathizer, and hirer of 
workers, perhaps, that if the ten or twelve million workers 
should lay down their tools—who the devil said anything 
about * springing to arms,” as you put it ?—some fine day, 
that they, the people, would then be the government, and 
would look to it that the grabocrats preserved “law and 
order,” at their peril otherwise. Yes, sir, we should then 
hav a government of the people, by the people, and for the 
people, instead of a government, as now, of thieves, by thieves, 
and for thieves. And I am telling you also that I hope to liv 
to see the day when the laying down of tools shall take 
place, even if a little bloodshed follows. Why be so scary 
about a little bloodshed in this case? The world, especially 
the Christian world, has ever been engaged in blood-letting, 
and ever will be, I suppose; and as it seems to be a neces- 
sary operation, or one that can’t be prevented, what matters 
it when, where, how, or by whom the operation is performed ? 
Should the workers all lay down their tools, and bloodshed 
should follow, owing to you monopolists and sympathizers, 
let it follow; that shed by the workers will be shed in the 
justest cause that the world ever knew! The “saviors of 
society " (the latter & rotten thing), corruptionists, monopo- 
lists, and thieves will hav great need to call upon all the gods 
and devils ever invented by man to succor them, and don't 
you forget it! : 

In Section 4 of your letter you ask ‘‘if capital and labor 
should not pull together for their mutual benefit." By all 
means, Yes. But do they? No. This pulling together is 
what we want, and for the want of it we are having the pres- 
ent troubles. The fact is, and you know it, that capital has 
done all the pulling, and that's what's the matter. It pulls 


millions upon millions out of the mines, the factories, the 
railways, etc., while labor pulls but a crust. "That's the sort 
of “ pull together” you argue for, Mr. Smith, but the work- 
ers are arguing for a hold on the rope whereby they can hav 
a chance to pull with you. Do you call it “ mutual benefit ” 
when, making a million dollars out of a railroad you build, 
you pay your men one dollar a day? No doubt you do; but 
I am telling you the workers look not at it in that light. 
When you capitalists cease to be grab-alls, things will run 
much smoother than at present. But you won't be till you 
are forced to be, I am afraid. It is turkey for you and crow 
for the worker, or, in your magnanimity, crow for the worker 
-and turkey for the capitalist, every time and all the time. 
Now, this sort of distribution has been going on long enough ; 
and the workers are going to hav some of that turkey, if it 
takes a leg, so to speak. Good-bye, Sr Suokvw. 
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| Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should bé sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour." 


Grandma’s Decision. 
* Shall we call him John?" and the father smiles, 
As be lifts with a father’s pride 
The haby, the wonderful bahy boy, 
To the youthful mother’s side. 


She raises her happy and tender eves, 
Like the soft, blue gentian flowers, 

Saving, “John 18 not a pretty name 
For a baby such as ours." 


** Augustus or James ?". But again she turns 
To him an unwilling ear. 

“Nor David?” “Oh, no, though it’s very well 
For the usual babies. dear. 


** But a name that will hint of joy combined 
.. With aweetners, for ours is meet, 
Such ar Jove indeed may hav deftly coined— 
Yet Bertie I think is sweet.” 


“ Bertie ia spelled with an t and e?" 
The father objects, “Oh, Nan, 
Remember some day that our boy will be, 
If his life is spared, a man." 


And grandma. who listens with smiling mien 
- To each fond, dissuading plea, 
Unwittingly quotes, what's in a name 

That may of such import be? 


“David or Bertie, Augustus or John, 
What matter? 'Tis all the same. 
It is not the name makes the baby dear, 
The bahy endeara the name." 
> +e. 


Mary Baird Finch. 


Dear Crinprex, Young AND Orp: Hav- 
ing read and reread *‘ The Christmas Tree,” 
by that sweet, nature’s poet, Mary Baird 
Finch, and as I know you all must love her 
gentle, loving, refined, humane spirit, and 
would like to know her history, I will very 
briefly, for want of space, allude to her. 

Thirty-five years ago, when I was thirty- 
three and she was fifteen years old, I lived 
with the Baird family three months. They 
lived in a long log cabin, on the prairie in 
Knox county, Ill. They were renters— poor, 
honest. and industrious. I had come rom 
New York the previous year, and passed 
through Chicago, hefore there were any rail- 
roads there, and much of Knox county was 
still open prairie. 

Mary. was a love-child, for her parents were 
temperamentally and mentally adapted for a 
happy parentage and harmonions, loving life. 
They and their children formed a happy, af- 
fectionate family, and all were noted for their 
innate goodness and kindness. I believe I 
am right in saying that Mary’s natural desire 
for knowledge was great, but her opportuni- 
ties for school education were poor and lim- 
ited, and that what she learned was the natu- 
ral craving and action of her fine brain and 
impressible temperament, which will,’ more 
or less, be its own teacher, and self. accumu- 
lating. She is one of the pvets that are born, 
not made. I remember how attentiv and 
docil. she was when I and others used to sing. 
speak. or read in private, or at our public 
meetings. She was older than her years, and, 
like Byron, ‘‘ loved to look on nature in her 
loftier moods.” About twenty-five years after 
I had left her abode in Illinois, and she had a 
family in Nebraska, she, having «een my arti- 
cles in TRE TRuTR SEEKER, surprised me by 
a letter full of sympathy and gratitude for my 
kindness to her, and the truths I taught her 
when a girl. For several years we hav been 
correspondents and mutnal sympathizers. 1 
was greatly surprised that that artless, un- 
schooled woman had developed into such an 
affectionate. nature-loving. nature-describing, 
nature-picturing poet. There is so much 
nature, so much history, so much science, 80 
much sublimity and simplicity, and better 
than all so much humanty in her poems, 
that it seems as though all her readers must 
be made happier and better by their perusal. 

May I not say truthfully that she is the 
Robert Burns of the prairies? Is she not 
worthy of the mantle of that humane hard ? 

Like myself, poor, gentle, loving Mary suf- 
fers much with physical ailments and infirmi- 
ties, and I read her letters about her family 
cares, toils, troubles and trials, and her great 

' physical sufferings when she is often near dy- 
ing. with great emotionand sympathy. Every 
poem of her natural, soul felt, inspiring effu- 
sions I read in the Children’s Corner.I am 
afraid will be her last, and her graphic pen 
fill and thrill me no more. 

‘Do we not all pray that her humane and ez, 


alted pen may yet grace the Children’s Corner | read Mr. Peck's article in the last TnuTH 


for a long time to come? Bless and preserve 
thatsweet, poetic songster, Mary Baird Finch. 
Columbus, Kan. J. H. Coox. 


Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—FossiIL FOOTPRINTS—AN ANAGRAM. 


"Tis not in Chili stone alone 

These ‘‘ fossil footprints” may be shown, 
Of beasts, and birds, and reptils vast, 
Whose tracks alone record their past ; 
Here one, a kind of frog, is seen, 

Its spreading toes well webbed between 
Like Arctic snowshoes long and broad, 
And thus we track it where it trod ; 

Two inches deep, these tracks declare 
The pond'rous load such feet did bear; 
In size so elephantine vast, 

This huge batrachian of the past, 

L«aves Gulliver no room to brag 

About the beasts of Brobdingnag ; 

To prove that all I say is 80, 

South Hadley folks its tracks can show ; 
And of a bird of such huge parts 

Its tracks will often hold four quarts, 
Whose chicks we therefore must surmise 
Exceeded ostriches’ in size ; 

Just ask the folks who liv around 

Where ** Noah’s ravens’ tracks” abound ? 
But do not try, at any rate. 

To prove the tracks of greater date; 

So once zouth Hadley’s wisest sage, 
Held to these footprints’ earlier age, 
And. what is more, he proved it too, 

So all the people thought it true 

Till later quest at length obtains 

The fossil prints of splashing rains; 

** What, ho! before the rainbow's span, 
Or earth could yet giv life to man!” 

And so they racked their fertil brains 

To reconcile the dates and rains, 

And when they reached the rainbow’s arc 
Faith stamped her chronologic mark ; 

In eighteen hundred forty-two, 

E'en Boonton brought one track to view, 
Six inches long and half as wide, 

With three thick toes with claws supplied ; 
Bat in the light of Reynolds’s suit, 

I think I “spot” that ancient brute 

Still living. if it can be said 

Such Creature was not always dead; 

And yet, and yet, and yet, and yet, 

The thing can sweat when *'overhet ;” 
"Tis not alone in Chili stone, 

These ** fossil footprints" may be shown; 
'Tis known quite well how wide the list 
By every paleontologist. 

` Irwin, da. J. K. P. BAKER. 


2.—REBUS. 


RS L— 
PECK PECK : 
PECK PECK 

We. 


Scriptural. 


3.—REBUS. 


A fact in natural history. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN CHILDREN'S CORNER, 
! JAN. 29. 1887. 
1.-Bullion. 2.-Venture nothing in specu- 
lation. 
—————— —-99— —————— 


Correspondence. 


BAKERS Corner, IND., Jan. 18. 1887. 

Dear Miss Wixon: My mether takes Toe 
TRUTH SEEKER, and thinks it is a splendid 
paper. I read the Children’s Corner, and 
more especially the letters. I am fifteen years 
of age. I am going to school this winter. 
We tw half a mile from a Wesleyan church. 
I go to meeting occasionally, just to hear 
what they hav to say, and you may be sure 
they giv the Infidels a round. The last time 
I was there the preacher told about 2 woman 
that went off in a trance at one of their meet- 
ings, and died while she was in that condi- 
tion. The preacher said that he wished God 
would kill a good many more people in that 
way, and he said that Infidels were afraid to 
speak for themselvs. We hav no place for a 
speaker just now, but if we succeed in build- 
ing & hall they will find out we are not so 
cowardly after after all. : 

Mr. Remsburg lectured at Petersburg, 
about twelve miles from here. Father and 
some of the other men of the neighborhood 
went up to hear him. Father thought him an 
excellent speaker. f : ` 

It ig extremely cold weather here now. 
This morning we were all gathered around 
the warm fire, and father took occasion to 


Srexer, and after he had finished, mother 
remarked that he was more than a peck; he 
was a good bnshel. 


From your friend, EpxA A. BAKER. 


Smoor, Jan. 22, 1887. 
Dear Miss Wixon: Yil be eleven years old 
in April. I hav two little sisters, Inez and 
Ruby. Inez is four, and Ruby is two years 
old. It is fun to see them run for Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER to see the pictures when papa brings 
it home. I go to school. I like my teacher. 
Her name is Miss Bray. She reads the Bible in 
school every morning, and then she makes us 
pray. which I do not like. because my parents 
are good Freethinkers. This isa small town: 
about two thousand inhabitants. near Lake 
Erie. We hav had onlv one Freethought 
lecture here by Charles Watts. There were 
only two ladies present, my mamma and a 

friend she had to go with her. 

Yours truly, Wiis HELLERICA. 
P.S.—1f this letter is worth putting in the 
Children's Corner, I may try to write a better 
letter when I am not so sleepy. Good-bye, 

again! J. W. C. H. 


Asun, Minn., Jan. 15, 287. 

Dear Miss Wixon: My father takes THE 
Trotu SEEKER. I like to read the Children’. 
Corner, and a good many other articles in it. 
So I thought I would write a few lines for 
the Corner. I am fifteen years old. I am 
keeping house for my father. He isa widow. 
er. I am his only child. My mother died 
when I was about two years old. I cannot 
remember her, but my father told me of her 
My father was poor and had to get me cared 
for as cheaply as he could. Some of his ac- 
quaintances told him it would he better for 
him to let me go to the parochial school, as 
the sisters would take better care of me than 
other folks would. O Miss Wixon, I could 
not begin to tell you how mean and cruel 
those god.serving sisters and priests are to 
poor children that are beguiled by them or 
left to their care. They whip and pound 
them to force them to the very heart, so as to 
make them fearful, so they get them to fear 
the punishment of their God. I will tell you 
all about the sisters and their mummery the 
next time. This is a nice country we liv in, 
but it is very cold in the winter. We hav 
forty acres of land. My father’s name is 
David F. Anderson; he is a strong Liberal. 
and thinks if the world is ever saved by the 
death of anyone, it will be Bruno instead of 
that Jewish Jesus. For fear Iam occupying 
too much of your time, I will close for the 
present. With best wishes for all Liberals, I 
remain, Fraternally yours, 

: STELLA ANDERSON. 


P.S.—Dear Miss Wixon: This is my first 
letter. I hope you will publish it. S.A. 


VALLEY Faus, Kan., Jan. 9, 1887. 

Dear Miss WixoN: As I hav not written 
to you for so long, I believe I will try again. 
Through your eolumns allow me to sincerely 
thank Virginia E. Vance for inscribing 10 me 
her beautiful poem entitled, ** My Books." I 
am late about expressing thanks, but still, I 
guess, it’s ‘‘ better late than never.” 

I stated in my last letter to you that I had 
commenced to read ** Ingersoli's Forty-three 
Lectures Complete” through. I hav sc- 
ceeded at last, and think it perfectly splendid. 
I hav also read his ‘‘ Prose Poems and Selec- 
tions," and like them really well. My sisters 
were home from college during vacation. and 
one of them recited ** The Vision of War” 


(one of Ingersoll’s pro:e poems) at thet 


Lyceum which is held in our district school- 
house every Wednesday evening. It seemed 
to please the audience very much, 

The subject for discussion for the next 
meeting of the Literary Society is, ** Re- 
soloed, That a woman should hav the right 
of suffrage." I, of course. am on the affirm- 
ativ. My papa is vice president of the so- 
ciety, and one of my brothers, treasurer. My 
brother says that after he takes np the next 
collection he is going to Canada ‘for his 
health." I am afraid it would not pay, for 
he has only taken fifty cents for collection. 
We are the only Liberals in this neighbor- 
hood. so, of course, we are.terribly tongue- 
lashed in the discussions. 

At the last meeting the subject under dis- 
cussion was ** Resolved, That a man's charac- 
ter is made for him more than he makes it for 
himself." One fellow, on the affirmativ, said 
that he thought the parents formed a man's 
character. '*Now. for instance," he said, 
‘stake good Christian parents, and they wil] 
teach their children to be honest, industrious, 
studious, and in every way to be good, while 
if you take parents who think the opposit, 
they will teach their children to be dishonest, 
wicked, and to do all manner of mean things. 
The first will grow up to bea good citizen, 
while the last will lead a wild life. and come 
toa bad end.” Iam not sure those were the 
very words, but they were something to that 
effect. As we are the only family in the 
neighborhood who believe the opposit to 
Christianity, we guess it was intended for us. 
But I don*t see that it was at all appropriate, 
for I am sure mamma and papa hav always 
taught their children to be honest, in:lustri- 
ous, siudious. and to do no manner of mean 


Science Column. 


About Fossils. 


And this our life. exempt from public haunts, 
Finds tongues in trees, books in the running 
brooks, 
Sermons in stones, and good in everything. 
; —Shakspere, 

A piece of slate was handed me on which 
was impressed the delicate tracery of a hand. 
some fern. The slate was taken from the 
coal mine at Portsmouth, R. T., and the im- 
pression upon it was a fossil. This word 
(fossil) we get from the Latin fossilis, which 
means dug up, and it is applied to the vege- 
tabie or animal substances. or their remains, 
which are found in therocks. It is by means 
of fossil footprints of animals. impressions of 
reptila, birds, flowers, and foliage imprinted 
in the solid rock that the earth is telling her 
grand old story. Sandstone and shale hav 
kept the pages of the earth’s story-book clean 
and bright. The coal.beds wrap within their 
dusky blankets a great history of other days. 

When the little branch of fern impressed on 
the slate was alive and green, the earth was 
soft and moist; great marshes and swamps 
and bogs and mud abounded ; shrnbs and big 
trees shed their leaves on the muddy surface 
of the earth, and as the moistened ground 
grew. cool beneath a changing atmosphere, 
the leaves decaying became indelibly fastened 
in the mud, which after a time became coal. 

We could not liv at that time in the world’s 
history, for the air was too hot and stifling, 
and was too heavy with carbonic acid gas, 
but it was splendid for the trees and vegeta- 
tion which were being turned into coal for 
ouruse. Curious insects buzzed and hum- 
med through the air, and huge fishes swam 
in the water. 

B fore that time there were some signs of 
organic life. Curious little creatures called 
trilobites had a being on the earth. and when 
they went to sleep they left their skeletons 
embedded in rocks and stones, to téll us they 
once lived. Sea-weeds, too, of that period 
hav left their hardened ribbons in the rocks 
to show us that they were tossed on the 
shores a hundred thousand years ago. Im- 
mense birds, with tails like reptils, left their 
prints in the sandstone of the Connecticut 
valley. The oldest air-breathers, so far as 
known, are the remains of some hideous frog- 
like reptils found in Pennsylvania coal-beds, 
and also in Nova Scotia. By means of these 
remains, or fossils, and there hav been found 
a great many of all grades and character, each 
in its own time, however, we are enabled to 
learn the history of the world we liv in. 

i B. H. W. 

QuEsTions.—What is the meaning of fossil? 
How aoes the earth reveal her history? What 
was the condition of the earth when the fern was 
green and new? Could we hav lived then ? Why? 
Was it good for trees and foliage? And why? 
What abont the insecta and fishes? What about 
trilobites? What is found in sandstone of Con- 


necticut valley? What abont the oldest air- 
breathers? Where were they found? 


REDUCED TO €1.09,. 
THE STORY HOUR. 
A Book for Children and Youth. 


BY MISS SUSAN H. WIXON. 
Over a hundred fine illustrations. 


Paine Vindicated! 


—o— 

A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Anthor-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 
both the slanders and. 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


—0— 


The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reisaned its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. 


; TOGETHER WITH 
A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 
A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death. 
bed of Thomas Paine. 
BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine's 
dving momenta attributed to Bishop Fenwick 


things, and so far we hay none of us come to.| (upon which the Observer relies to prove its. princis, 


a bad end. 


pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 


My letter is getting too lengthy, so 1 will | Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


close. Jam, as ever, 
"^1: H. Horrensys HARMAN, 


78pp. Price 15 cents. 
_, Address. " THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


CALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
CANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. - 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
COLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 


KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 

MAINE. 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 

Mills). 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MIOHIGAN. 


A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465.° 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 6th street, 8t. Louis. 
MONTANA. 
O. B. Whitford, Butte City. 
NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
OHIO. 

N. Hexter, 308 Superior street; Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. 

B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 315 North 10th st., Phila. 
George Longford. 1106 Leopard st.. Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
TENNESSEE. 
Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 
TEXAS. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 
UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 
VIRGINIA. 
Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, Snowville. 
ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


Robt G. Ingersoll’s 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 
in the suit of the 


Bankers’ end Merchants’ Tele. 
graph Company 
against the : 
Western Union Telegraph Company. 
ges 


So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that THE TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


SPIRITUALISM 
Sustained | 


By the Bible. 


BY COL. JOHN R. KELSO. 
CONTENTS: 


SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE BIBLE. 


SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE CHRIS- 
TIAN CHURCH. 

SPIRITUALISM A NECESSITY IN GOD'S GEN- 
ERAL GOVERNMENT, f ` 

SPIRITUAL MEDIUMSHIP. 


OBJECTIONS TO SPIRITUALISM ANSWERED. 


Like ail Taz TnuTH SEEKER’s publications, the 
mechanical ex cution of the work is all that could 
be desired. Good paper, clear type—in short, a 
neat little volume. 

The primary object of the work, as ita title indi- 
cates, is to sustain Spirituahsm, but the absurdi- 
ties of the Christian religion, and the abomina- 
tions of the old Jew book. get a terrible shaking 
up. The book contains much to interest every 
intelligent reader. . . Colonel Kelso has done 
much acceptable work in the cause of Freethought 
and Liberalism all over the land. Send for his 
new book—read it—put it into the hands of every 
Christian: it will teach him that the way of the 
fool is foolishness. Every Liberal who reads it 
will certaiuly find his “Spiritual” strength re- 
newed.—J^ohn Peck. 

Bound in cloth. 245 pp.. price $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
tf 83 Clintou Place, New York. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
BY W, 8. BELL. 
"Tam very much pleased with it, and I wish the 


seventy thousand ministers of this country were 
obliged to purchase the pamphlet and read every 


word of it.” 
Price 15 cents. For sale at this office. 
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Good Goods. at Lowest Prices. 
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PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER 
: DEATH IMPROBABLE. 
By L. R. SMITH. 


| Pamphlet, 32pp., 12mo, - Price, 10 cents. 


Published and for sale by 
THE TRUIH SEEKER CO. 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


85 Cents Each. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


REPLY 
TO REV. L. A. LAMBERT'8 


By B. W. Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priest s 
Historical misstatements. 
Prim Cloth. fi: Paper. 50 Canta. 


THE 


SHAKFR FYF and FAR BILSAM 


SIXTY-FIVE YEARS’ INVARIABLE SUCCESS. 

Best known remedy for al! afflictions of these 
organs. WEAK EYES. WEAK EARS, DEAF 
NESS, and CATARRHAL AFFECTIONS immedi- 
ately reached. FAILING SIGHT prevented. 
ROARING or DRUMMING OF EARS will cease. 
One box tells the whole story. 

Price, by mail, 30 cents. 
G. A. LOMAS, Shakers, N. Y. 
Use Shakers Spiritene for the Piles. 
10t52 


WHAT'S TO BE DONE? 


A NIHILISTIC ROMANCE. 


By N. G. TCHERNYCHEWSKY. With a portrait 
of the Author. Translated by BENJ. 
R. TUCKER. 


Written in Prison. Suppressed by the Czar., The 
Anthor Over Twenty Years an Exile in Sibe- 
ria. Russian Edition worth $600 a Copy. 

First American Edition Exhauste 
in Four Days. Second now 


PRICE, A CENTS. 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.| 


6HE ONLY GORREG 


EDIMION. 


New York: 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


mo 


LCONOMIC EQUITIES. 


A COMPEND OF THE NATURAL Laws oF In- 


DUSTRIAL PRODUOTION AND 
ExonBANGE. 


By J. K. Ineatzs, author of ‘‘ Social Wealth." 


Price, 25 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 33 Clinton Place. 


J. E. Remsburg's Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 centa per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. ong 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 

-The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 

showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization ; the 
Church and Science: the Church and Learning: 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform: the Woman's Righte 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
Church and the Republic. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Soiipture : Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution: Murder; Wars o 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Iniustice to Woman: 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals ; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft: 
Slavery: Polygamy: Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy: Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sunday Arguments ; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
abb ath during the Middle Ages: The Puritan 
abbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers. 
cholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 25 cents: aix copias, $1.00. 
Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the sto 
of the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 


eady. An Elegant a 3 à 
( cates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
Ma oe m it. Choice extracts from T 


PRESS COMMENTS : 

To call the book the “Uncle Tom's Cabin” of 
Nihilism is scarcely extravagance.— Boston Adver- 
tiser. 

It is perhaps the book which has most. power- 
fully influeneed the youth of Russia in their 
growth into Nihilium, and it is remarkable and 
noteworthy as a work which has played so impor- 
tant a part in the political and social history of 
the century.—Boston Courter. | 

As a reve ation of folk bfe it is invaluable; we 
hav no other Russian pictures that compare with 
15, — Providence Star. pd 

The characters are sostrongly and vividly drawn 
that the intereat in their fate becomes intense as 
the thread of the narrativ is slowly unwound.— 
Boston Saturday Evening Gazette. Urh 

When we come to consider the publication of 
such books as Flauberts **Salammbo ? and Tcher- 
nycheweky’s ‘What’s To Be Done?" we cannot 
avoid the conclusion that something must hav 
happened to the society for the suppression of 
indecent literature.—St. Louis Republican, i 


In cloth. $1; paper. 75 cents. H 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


4 I ommon Bense,” 
*t American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressiy for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper. 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. 
eloth. 75 cents. 

Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 

ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 

Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 

5 cents: bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cte. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention. January 29. 1884. Price, 


0 cents, 
10 cents. "HE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 
33 Clinton Place. New York 


Price, paper, 50 cents: 


THE TRUTH SKYR ANNUAL 
Price, 25 cents, 


The following are a few of. my.leaders, all of 
which are latest improved, best mak , solid coin 
silver, open face or hunting, American stem-wind 
watches, and guaranteed xtrietiy aR represented 
or cash refunded : 2 ounce cage, 7 jewels, $10 ; 3 
ounce, $11; 4 ounce, $12. With 11 jeweled m ve- 
ments, $12 50. $18 50, $14 50 : 5 ounce, $16 ; 6 ounce, 
$17.50. wit fii d£) jeweled movement, pat. reg- 
uiator, $16, $07. $18, 419.50. 6 ounce, $21: adjusted 
to heat aud cold. adu. $4. bemig only 395 for this 
Magnificent. 6 ounce, fur. j-weled. adjusved watch 
usually soid tor $35 to $40. The following are all 
best 14 karat gold filled goid watches, caves ele- 
gant and latest style, aud guaranteed bv apevial 
ce tificate from fu tory and myself for 90 vears : 
7 Jewels, $24 50; 11jewels 127 ;/ 15 Jewels, 930. Ad- 
justed. $34, cur ap at $40 and practically as good as 
any $100 watch a Jireruue. Ladies! watches, «ame 
best quality cases : 7 j-wels, 490 ; 11 j-wels, $22 ; 15 
jewels. 328. In goou 2!qualny tilted enses, 2 TO 
$5 less. Ladies! 14 k, «oid gold watches, $80 $82. 783. 
Heavier gold cases in embossed, eliascd. cham 
«led, Louis XIV, style, diamond oruamentations, 
eic., $5 10 .exirB&. Gents’ 14 k, sohd gold 
watches, frou $45 up. Swirs wateues, to close out, 
very low. ‘Theavove ali guaranteed below bottom 
prices elsewhere er cash. 1efurded, All are care- 
fully inspected before sending. warranted for one 
year, and sent prepaid if on ine of American Ex. 
office. Sundries; Best rolled gold plated chains 
aud charms for ladies OF Bente, $4 $8, $4, 35) Usual- 
ly sold for 43 $4,10,t0 37. Jewery, latest sty les, 
ful hue, 2 percent beww regmiar prices. B st 
rpectacles 12 the world, $1. Genuwin pebbles. $2. 

cht prepaid 1u case. Jóe-giueses, maine price. 
(Send hue of finest prin: you cau read distmetly 
without glasses and. state bow many inches fiom 
eyes, aud Lean sult you first. tame.) Goed razor, 
$1. B st in the world—a luxury—$2. Extra tine 
sirope, 50 cente. Set best violin strings £0 ceuin. 
For gurar, 75 cents. 3 Luowig barmonicasy 50 
cents, Best. selironiatie. opera glassen, 14. 35: 1n 
pearl, 810 $12. Large field ginsses,:B. 210. Bigs 
Lal ecrvice, 219. Watches cleaned. $1. Springs, 
$1. Jewels, $1. And returned free. Best work, 
Ary me. OTIO WETIS LEIN, 

7 Rochelle, TIL 
Designer and patentee of New Freeibiought Budge 
im pinsand charms, 2 sizes, solid gold, ennmeied 
1u 4 colors, uud mort beantiful badge ever de- 
Signed. Small, $2, $2.75. 3350. Large, $8 10 $5; 
with genum dinuiond, 8, i10; und Charis Up to 
$15. Demand daily incieusing. Agents Wanted: 


THE BIBLE AND DARWINISM. 


By Arravr B. Moss. 
Six smartly written essays. Price 25 cents. 


. The Freetht»ker says: ** Mr. Moss is an indefat- 
igable pawphbieteer, His jatest pubhcation com- 
pares the Bibie with eciencee and shows theirin- 
compatibility, and how the stupendous verittes of 
nature trausvend the biyths aud fables of the rev- 
elation of the Jews.” 


Also by the same author, 


BIBLE ERRORS AND SECULAR TRUTH, 
Price 80 centr. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Company. 


" BLASPHEMY 
—AND— 
THE BIBLE. 


Showing that the Bible and the believers in 
are the real blasphemers, and not the Secu 
lariata. 

This is the pamphlet for the distribution 
which Mr. Reynolds is now indicted, and to be 


TRIED FOR BLASPHEMY 


May 81. 
Price, 10 Cents: 6 for 50 cents; 18 for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEH CO. 


S. P. Putnam’s Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution. with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth. $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
“ A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day."—John 
Stotnion’s Paper. ‘ 

Golden Throne, a Romance. “The 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within hum. The books filled with 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcript of a manly mind. | Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "—INaERROLL. $1. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer. wherein it.i 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 

Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty."—Ds. Henny W. BELLows. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven: and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 
other Agnostic Poems. Price. 10 cts. 
Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 


version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the muti'ated 
copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 


ta. 
For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; J. M. Pryse and J. 
M. Burgler. Printers. "This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 

rire. the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generaly 
D the practical solution of tbe problem of Integral 
Co-operation. Price, d & year; 50 cents for six 


montbs; 25 cents for three months 
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#loetry. 


An Unpublished Poem. 


To THE EDITOR or Tur TRUTH SEEKER—Sir:. 


When I heard of Mr. Bennett's death in December, 
1882, I wrote the followiug lines, intended asa 
tribute to his memory, to be read at the funeral 
services, but realizing the impossibility of getting 
them to you in time for that sad rite I laid them 
by. and they hav lain uuthought of among other 
RS since that date. To-day, 1n looking over the 
dds and ends that fill an amateur poet's portfolio, 
came across them, and, if agreeable to you, 
would like to see them appear in THE TRUTH 
SEEKER as one more memorial tribute to its brave 
founder. D. L. B. 
Greenwich, N. Y., Jan. 80, 1887. 
IN MEMORIAM. 
Written for the Suneral of D. M. Bennett. 
Gone in the fulness of thy strength, 
Brave laborer in the cause of Truth, 
Ere yet thy rounded journey's length 
Had tired the energy of youth! 
With hearts that hoped the coming years 
Had healing—all unneeded now— 
To-day we bring, with starting tears, 
The laurel wreath to bind thy brow. 


Yes, thou hast won the victor's crown, 
In earuest battle for the right; 
Who stripped the fear-held bandage down 
From darkened eyes, and showed the light. 
To men who turned, with glad accord, 
From slavish views and baneful creed, 
To follow Truth—nor sought reward, 
Save in the thanks of thousands freed. 


To-day we trace the lengthening chain 
Of years back through the silent past, 
When Error held her cheerless reign, 
Aud Hope's fair sky was overcast; 
When Reason’s wondering doubts were stilled, 
And Truth’s first teachers, faint and few, 
Their lives with scorn and menace filled, 
The scourge of brutal malice knew. 


What scenes of horror greet the eye; 
"What cruelties we dare not name! 
Bee Freedom's young apostles die, 
Their lives go out in smoke and flame! 
See Bigotry, with cross and book. 
Beside her bleeding victims stand, 
Gazing unmoved, with hellish look, 
On tortures that her hate had planned. 


O Reasou, that thy crowning day, 
The hope of youth, the dream of age, 
Should thus be traced throughout its way 
In blood, on history's troubled page ! 
That Superstition’s stake and rack 
Should thus hav ruled the onward years, 
While struggling Truth, unheard, fell back 
Before the strength of coward fears. 


Through the leng midnight reign of faith 
Some few stout hearts hav never quailed; 
Hav braved her hatred even to death, 
And Error's gathering hosts assailed. 
Bome few brave souls who dared to stand 
Erect and firm in Freedom's name 
Hav passed her torch frem hand to hand, : 
And kept alive the sacred flame. 


Theirs was thé work whose fruits to-day 
Are freedom's blessings rouud us shed ; 
Theirs be the.honored place alway 
Which merit givs the voiceless dead. 
Aud now amid their foremost ranks 
With fond accord we place thy name, 
And for thy works a people's thanks 
As just inheritance we claim. 


Rising from doctrins once embraced, 
The world’s opinion thou didst dare; 
Each creed in thought's tribunal placed, 

` Aud asked an honest verdict there. 

And once thou reason's light hadst shared 
No wavering marked thy cherished plan; 
But; armed with truth, went forth prepared 

To battle for the rights of man. 


From the brave utterance of thy thought 
A nobler trust in man arose, 

And falsehood's hosts, to judgment brought, 
Went down before thy trenchant blows ! 

For truth upheld, for strength displayed; 
For courage that a dungeon knew, 

For work performed, thy life has made 
Each tribute of affection due. 


* Man's works liv after him," is traced 
Through all achievements that we see, 
Nor shall his memory be effaced 
Who givs his all to make men free, 
Not till hope’s quickening tide, that runs 
Through all the ages, stops congealed, 
And Liberty forgets her sons 
Who fell on glory’s battle field. 


Such laborers in the world’s behalf 
Our richest tributes fitly claim, 

And Justice on thy cenotaph 
Shall yet inscribe thy honored name. 

And grateful thousands yet shall meet 
Where freedom’s warrior silent lies, 

And in fond thoughts, when there they greet, 
The memory of thy works shall rise. 


Rest, hero, from thy labor, rest! 
The coming years shall bring to thee, 
From north and south; from east and west, 
The chorus of a people free. 
That time beyond the prophet’s gaze, 
Grander than poet yet hath dreamed, 
When earth’s united sons shall raise 
The anthem ofa race redeemed; 


Redeemed from mental slavery's blight, 
And blest with millions yet to be, 
When minds, rejoicing in the light, 
Shall hail the truth that made them free. 
Down the long aisles of coming time 
Thy name shall still shine in the van 
With those whose works hav made sublime 
The ever onward march of Man. 
Greenwich, N. Y., Dec. 9, 1882. D. L. B. 


Our German readers should send 25 Cente 
to the Freidenker, of Milwaukee, Wis., for a 
copy ofthe ‘‘Amerikanisher Turner Kalen- 

ar.” 


^ 
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New Books. 


T. C. Widdicomb, of Byberry, Philadel- 
phia, Pa., has written a little pamphlet upon 
** Natural Theology,” upon which he places 
the extravagant price of 25 cents. 


* Easy Lessons in Socialism," by W. H. 
Benson, is published by the author at Phila- 
delphia. Six cents will obtain the pamphlet 
for those interested. by addressing the writer 
at 1225 Filbert street. 


“ Heredity and Education,” their relation 
to each other and to the human race, is 
| President E. A. Wood’s address to the Penn- 
sylvania Medical Society. Dr. Wood livs at 
Pittsburgh, and inquiries for the treatis 
should be sent to him there. 


The Chicago Law Times is a new quarterly, 
edited by Catharine V. Waite. It is a preten- 
tious and well printed volume of some 130 
pages. Its object is to mend the machinery 
of thelaw. The articles are all by men and 
women of recognized ability. The price is 50 
cents; $2 per year. 


** Papers in Penology " is published by the 
authorities of the Elmira Reformatory. The 
papers are by Charles Dudley Warner and 
Charles A. Collins, and were originally print- 
ed in the North American Review and Har- 
pers Magazine. Those interested in punitiv 
institutions will find these papers of great 
interest. 


** Anarchy,” by C. L. James, of Eau Claire, 
Wis., is what he calls a ‘‘ tract for the times.” 
Mr. James is .. scholar, an erudite historian, 
and a forcible and graceful writer. He main- 
tains that government can be abolished, and 
that there is no necessity for it to be restored. 
Very few will agree with him. The price of 
his pamphlet is 25 cents. 


W. 8. Bell has revised his pamphlet upon 
the ‘‘ Conflict Between Christianity and Civ- 
ilization,” and published a second edition, 
which may be had for fifteen cents by address- 
ing him at 302 State street, Chicago. Mr. 
Bell’s little pamphlet is a very effectiv docu- 
ment in convincing Christians that the world 
is not so much indebted to Christianity as the 
ministers would hav them believe. 


* The Conflict between Liberty and Pro- 
hibition ” is an inquiry into ‘‘the most prac- 


ticable method of reforming the world." | 


| Other essays on political subjects are in- 
cluded by Mr. J. R. Beasley, the writer, who 
sells the phamphlet at 50 cents. His address 
is Chattanooga, Tenn. Mr. Beasley is a Lib- 
eral and earnest gentleman, and the price of 
the work is not too much to pay for thesettle- 
ment of many important social questions. 


Under the name of “ A Gentile,” Dyer D. 
Lum, of Port Jervis, has published a hand- 
some octavo volume of 91 pages upon the 
Mormon Question in its Economic Aspects: 
Being a Study of Coóperation and Arbitra- 
tion in Mormondom, from the Standpoint of 
& Wage-worker. Mr. Lum finds a great deal 
more of good in the social system of Utah 
than the practical workings of the scheme 
will bear out. The price of the book should 
be about 50 cents. 


Miller Hagaman, whose poem on '' Liberty ” 
was recently noticed in these columns, has 
another poetical work, called ‘‘ The Divine 
Malignity.” The dedication is: 

TO 
CALVIN BURNING SERVETUS. 
“ Put on green wood.” 


. The poem is a protest against the doctrin of 

hell.. Mr. Hagaman was educated for and 
'entered the Presbyterian ministry, but was 
expelled for holding the views to which he 
‘now givs metrical expression. The volume 
is very handsomely printed, and is sold for 
‘one dollar by TuE TRUTH SEEKER. 


** Christianity versus Infidelity” is the title 
given tothe debate between Dr. J. L. York 
and H. A. Long at Brisbane. "Thediscussion 
continued six nights, and ‘closed amid 
cheers, groans, and general uproar.” The 
subjects attacked were Christian Theism, the 
development theóry, the inspiration of the 
Bible, the divinity of Christianity, and the re- 
spectiv values of Secularism and that form of 
supernaturalism prevalent in Australia and 
elsewhere. The audiénces seem to hav been 
exceedingly discourteous, and disturbed the 
disputants impartially. Mr. Long, the Chris- 
tian champion, rambled away from his sub- 
jects, and Dr. York had to follow him occa- 
sionally, though generally confining himself 
to the set proposition. In oratorical talents 
the men are about evenly matched, and of 


more than ordinary ability. Nevertheless, 
the debate is unsatisfactory, the points made 
by each running into and over each other. 
Dr. York is the better thinker, Mr. Long 
being superficial and given to stringing words 
together without much sense. The price of 
the book should be about a dollar, and it may 
be had of Dr. York at San José, California. 


No. 85 of the Humboldt Library is ‘‘ The 
Essential Nature of Religion,” by J. A. Pic- 
ton. The author believes that religion is of 
God, but that Christianity is no more divine 
than other systems, though superior to them. 
The work is of no particular value. No 86 of 
the same library is ‘‘The Unseen Universe: 
Philosophy of the Pure Sciences.” By Wm. 
Kingdon Clifford, F.R.S. The first is a con- 
sideration of the important problem of per- 
sonal immortality for the human race, the 
second a scientific consideration of philoso- 
phy. The price of each number of this li- 
brary is fifteen cents. 


Gerald Massey has sent us copies of his 
four lectures, privately printed, but sold for 
25 cents each by the author, at Villa Bor- 
dighiera, New Southgate, London, N. The 
titles of lectures are ** The Historical (Jewish) 
and the Mythical (Egyptian) Christ ; ” ** Paul 
as a Gnostic Opponent, not the Apostle of 
Historic Christianity; " “ The Logia of the 
Lord, or the Pre-Christian Sayings Ascribed 
to Jesus the Christ ;” ‘‘The Devil of Dark- 
ness, or Evil in the light of Evolution." Mr. 
Massey's reputation as an Egyptologist and 
explainer of ** sacred" mysteries assures the 
purchaser of these pamphlets extraordinary 
value for the money. 


“The Mediumistic Experiences of John 
Brown, the Medium of the Rockies," is pub- 
lished by Moses .Hull, at Des Moines, Iowa, 
and sold for one dollar. It is advertised as 
* wild, weird, and wonderful," and we no- 
tice that our Spiritualistic exchanges speak 
well of the work. It purports to prove that 
spirits Can liv with mortals, that spirits can 
foretell the future, that spirits can come to 
the unlearned and teach them philosophy, 
that spirits can heal the sick, and it includes 
directions for the development of mediumship. 
The chief failure of the book is that the 
writer forgets to establish & fact fundamental 
to his reasoning—the existence of the spirits 
to do all these things. 


The Gazetteer received through the mail 
the other day, a very interesting little book, 
nicely bound and neatly printed, entitled 
“Little Lessons for Little Folks, by Aunt 
Elmina.” Aunt Elmina is Mrs.E. D. Slenker, 
of Virginia, an old lady who. has written 
many pretty things for boys and girls. Her 
8im is always to interest and instruct, and in 
this she is remarkably successful. The book 
before us has chapters devoted to the Stars, 
Monkeys, Fishes, Fresh Air, Matter and Life, 
Books, Clover, Water, Stones, Animals and 
Vegetables, Little Leaves, The Nerves, 
Sense of Smell, Hereditary and Natural Se- 
lection, the Camel, Frog, Cow, Dolls, Grass. 
They are all easy lessons, and yet those of 
mature age can read them with profit. The 
Truth Seeker Publishing Company will send 
this book to any address for 40 cents. The 
same firm has sent the Gazetteer J. K. Ingalls’s 
* Economic Equities: A Compend of the 
Natural Laws of Industrial Production and 
Exchange,” a fit companion to his ‘Social 
Wealth.” The price is 50 cents.—Sunday 
Gazetteer. ; 


Under the profound conviction that Ro- 
manism is the insidious enemy of liberty, and 
most serious menace to the republic, Mr. A. 
J. Grover, of Chicago, has written the pam- 
phlet ** Romanism: Danger Ahead. The 
Reason why & good Roman Catholic cannot 
be a good Citizen of this Republic.” We im- 
agin that few readers of Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
will disagree with Mr. Grover in this position, 
but 8s to what shall be done about it, who 
can say, keeping the guarantees of the Con- 
stitution in mind? However, the first thing 
to be done is to acquaint the people with the 
facts, and for doing this Mr. Grover's pam- 
phlet is invaluable. We do not agree with 
the New York Sun, that he. has exaggerated 
his statements so greatly as to invalidate them. 
He quotes the words of Roman Catholics 
themselvs, and the conclusions drawn there- 
from are certainly not strained nor illogical 
when one considers the bloody history of the 
one church above all others that has aimed to 
subjugate to her despotic will whole conti- 
nents and peoples. We are frank to confess 
it, we are afraid of Roman Catholicism so 
long as the masses of the population are blind 
toits plain purposes, and deaf to all remon- 


strances against granting it new supplies of 
funds from state treasuries. Mr. Grover's 
pamphlet should be widely circulated. "The 
price is forty cents. Sold at this office. 


Aunt Elmina (Mrs. Elmina Drake Slenker) 
has found her proper sphere. No one in 
the Liberal ranks is more capable of talking 
to children with their pen than this woman. 
The lessons she givs to the little folks in this 
little volume of one hundred pages are every 
one of them scientific lessons. This volume 
is worth more than a whole Sunday-school 
library. Could we hav had such a book in 
our childhood, teaching us what the stars are, 
how large they are, how far from the earth, 
how fast their light travels, etc., we might 
hav dispelled much dense ignorance we hav 
been compelled to wade through. 

Every lesson in this book is taken from 
nature; the six chapters on ‘ Life and Her 
Children” are worth more than the price of 
the book. Send 40 cents to its publishers, 
and get the book for-your young folks. We 
will send for it for you if you prefer.—New 


Thought. 
eor —— ——— 


Obituary. 
Dizp.—Jan. 18, 1887, Richard J. Lamborn, 


of Glen Hall, Chester county, Pa., of neu- 
ralgia of the heart, aged 70 years. 


Mr. Lamborn’s sickness was of short dura- 
tion. He was about and attending to his 
affairs up till the morning of his death. He 
was a subscriber to THz TRUTH SEEKER from 
its infancy, and sympathized with its purpose 
and sentiments in & general way. He was a 
man of broad and Liberal views. An inde- 
pendent thinker, he granted to others what he 
claimed for himself, the right of self-judg- 
ment. His motto was to liv true and correct 
lives. That was not only his guide when in 
life and health, but was his solace in the 
dying hour. When he knew his departure 
was at hand, he called his children around 
him and gave them his blessing, and injunc- 
tion to liv true and correct lives. And, being 
fully conscious of his approaching dissolu- 
tion, he did not express any regrets, but was 
fully resigned, and passed out of the clay ten- 
ement calmly and peacefully. 

He will be greatly missed. While passing 
through the journey of life, he left his mark 
of fidelity and usefulness.’ He did not eat the 
bread of idleness; was an industrious, prov- 
ident, and useful citizen; a good business 
man, & successful farmer and adopted all the > 
progressiv improvements. 

A visit to his late home, where he spent 
some thirty or forty years of his life, and the 
improvements made by him will satisfy the 
visitor that he lived fora good and useful 
purpose; and his example and influence will 
still continue to liv as a monument to his 
memory. A year ago he had his tombstone 
erected, with the following inscription: 
* Learn to obey nature’s laws, and liv up to 
your highest ideas of right. 

Bound to no party, to no creed confined, 

The world our home, our brothers all mankind; 

Do good, love truth, be just and fair to all; 

Accept the right, though every ism fall.” 
Durron MADDEN. 


ROMANISM, 


DANCER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER.. 


Prios, - = - - - 40 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


HERE AND THERE 
IN YUCATAN. 


Miscellanies by Axiom. D. Lx PLONGEON, 
Author of ‘Yucatan: Its Ancient 
Palaces and Modern 
Cities." 

Price, $1.25. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 33 Clinton Place. 


DID JESUS CHRIST RISE FROM 
THE DEAD? 
The Evidences for the Resurrection Tried 
and Found Wanting. 
By Saladin. — 


PRICE, ~ 2 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


THE TRUTH SE*KER ANNUAL, 


Price, 25 cents, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, FEBRUARY 12, 1887. 


Íngersolls Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 


In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
* Humboldt,” Thomas Paine,” “ Individual. 
ity,” and “ Heretics and Heresies." 
The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
. Contents: “The Ghosts,” “Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” ** The Declaration of In- 
dependence,” “About Farming in Illinois," 
“The Grant Banquet,” “The Rev. Alexander 
Clark,” -“The Past Bases before Me Like a 
Dream,” and ** A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
eloth, $1.25. 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth; $1.25. 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


per, 25 cents. 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 


' Ingersoll Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Orthodoxy. 
10cents, $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. : 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan, 1 
cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

i lions of these should be circulated. : 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 


Address on the Civil Rights Bili. 


Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents. 


Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 
ound in one volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr. Ingersoll's works, the publisher has had 
: all his lectures, except the latest on * Ortho- 
doxy," bound in one beautiful volume; in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,800 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 


Tributes. There hav been so many 


applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s ‘Tribute to 


is Brother,” “The Vision of War," the "Grant 
Banquet Toast," and the recent address over 

. “Little Harry Miller's Grave,” that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 

- ble for framing, and the four will be Forwarded 
^ to any address, for 50cts, or either one for 15cts. 


Prose Poems and Selections. This 


new book isa gem. Itis a modélin every re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest; brightest, 
best ever issued. _It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated ** Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “ tributes " 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
yersationsof the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
purpose a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
highest possible style and finish, $9. 


The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 


Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 


life, price, $1.50 each. Every admirer of these 
apostles [^ ligious Liberty should hav them. 


Photographs of Coionel Ingersoll. 


panel, 103%x17, $3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 
cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 


By Gro. M. Davenport. This is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 82 well-filled pages, costing only 
“a quarter,” but as full of meat as an egg. It is 
well called. * practical," for we find nothing un- 
practical init, Hens, ducks, £556) and turkeys 
are particularly discussed and their economica. 
breeding and keeping treatedof. There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition to 
the poultry literature of the day. 

TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


P OR; 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


BY 
H. J. SEIGNEURET, 
Secularist. 
` Price, Sn Cm. QUEE c 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 
SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
gome 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in nglish or German 
À new cheap edition at only $1.50. 


SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B. Foote, Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 


SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of ‘Science in Story.”) 50 cents. 


HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages. 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES 

hlets). By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: ‘Bacteria 
h their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, advocating personal and public hygiene 

. and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well. By mail, 10 cents each. 
HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). ‘‘The Law 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages, cloth 
bound, $2; “Heredity,” by Loring oody, 159 
ages, cloth, t5 cents; “The Law of Heredity,” by 
E H. Marsh, 10 cents; “Tho Alphabet of the 
"HumanTemperamente" with illustrations, by Dr. 
1B. B. Foote, 10 cents; * Generation before Regen. 
-sration.” by Dr. E. B. Foote, JT., 10 cents; *' Re. 
orts of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
dw 10 conte) sf Third 4 unu Gon vention of the 
3Institute of Heredity,May 29, cents, 
m THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


(Dime Pam 


56 pages, 12mo, paper, 


.5 cents; 50. 
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a 
Ingersoll’s Tributes. 
REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: 


The Vision of War, 
Tribute to his Brother, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 


The price of these heretofore has been $1.00. We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOURFOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

33 Clinton Pl., New York. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Haact Ratios in Its 
Acquirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 


CONTENTS: Economie Schools: & brief re- 
view of their Origin and Growth;. Rise and 
Growth of  Capitahgm;  Ünearned Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved Machinery; The' Nature of 
Wages; Private and Social Wealth; Land Own- 
ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 


the Productiv Factors; Partnership and Co-op- 


eration; Law of Contracts; Money and Credit; 
Of Value or Economic Ratios; Taxation as a 
"Remedy; Reforms, -nct Remedies; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conclusion. ae 
. Price, Cloth, $1.00. 
..Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
->.> Olinton Place, New York. 


‘RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America, 
BY A CAPITALIST. 


Abook advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime, It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how-it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. : The 
remedy, the author thinks. is in communal life, 
and he hag drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as 1f be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. 


Paper,50c; cloth, $1. 


Address BHE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
88 Clinton Place, New York. 


. A STUDY 
PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 


BY LEWIS C. JANES. 


This book treats of the natural evolution of the 
Christian religion, its historical antecedents in 
Palestinian Judaism and Homan Paganism ; in- 
yestigates the history of the founder of Ohristian- 
ity in the light of the latest scientific criticism of 
the New Testament; shows that the true story of 
the Man Jesus, and his genuin teachings are 
separable from the later legendary accretions 
which hav confounded him with the mythical 
Christ, and traces the natural development of 
Christian dogma and ecclesiastical institutions. 
Complete references and full index.  820pp. 8vo, 
cloth, gilt top. Price $1.50. 

Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office. 


SACRED MYSTERIES 
AMONG THE 
Mayas and tie Quiches 11,500 
Years Ago. 


ORIGIN OF THE BIBLICAL MYTH 
By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. 


Illustrated. |. - - - Price, $2.50. 
For Sale at this office. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


MeN or Busotxss WnHo DID SOMETHING BESIDES 
Maxine Money. 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERIOANS. 
BY JAMES PARTON, 


This book contains 400 pages, plainly printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
Mr. Parton’s works need no commendation. They 
are standard. 

- $1.25. 


Price, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
23 Olinton Plana. New York 


Sabbath- Breaking. 


BY J. E. REMSBURG. 
“False Claims,” 
Morals,” Ete. 


Author of “ Bible 


The best and most thorough work ever written 
on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 
view. 

Large ani Handsome Print. 


25 cents. 


Susork CoPrzs, - - 
$1.00. 


Six Copixs, - > -7 > 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
88 Clinton Place, New York. 


The Secret 


Bible Temperance: 


LIQUOR DRINKING 


Commended, Defended, snd Erjoined 
by the Bible, 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


This is a companion book to Remsburg's “ Bible 
Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
88 Clinton Place, New York. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


VOLT AIRE’S ROMANCES. 


+ CONTENTS : 


The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.—Zadig ; 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princess 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowus. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas.— 

orld agit Goes.—The Black and the White. 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato's Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in-India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid PA er. With. 67 


ergravings. Price, cloth, bevele oards, $2.00. 
Hat calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. 


Address THE. TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
: 88 Clinton Place, New York. 


of the East, 

OR, 

The Origin of the Christian Religion 

JJ and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Price. $1.00. For sale at this ofice. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS, 


The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radical romance. By Wm. McDonne 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day o 


Rest, etc. 600 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents: cloth, $1.25. 
Exeter Hall. ‘One of the most excit- 


ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 


cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot's works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition. By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 


80 cents. 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. € 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcel prepared to ex- 
ect to fn + ın such a marked degree, even 
rom so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks.” Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 


Oloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. By Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. The Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children's Story-Book everissued. 66 full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heav 


toned paper, broad margins, uminate 
covers; áto. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 
Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
e Young Folks, By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Seeond edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for pun masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued at a reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very 

Inuch to e value of the volume. 
By 


Tie Youth's Liberal Guide. 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M. Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims atthe education of youth in the 

rinciples of Freethought, at the same time 
That it inculcates moral uus and human 
rights froma standpoint of pure reason an 

conor sense. ddress THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 
vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions 
with numerous references and citations, tha 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
of Other propositions in the same book. Price 
85 cen 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Bunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:80 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Trutt 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates. 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write. 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Earl 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wm. Henry 
Burr. Price, cents. For sale at this office. 
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is a regularly educat- 
ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, and 
the most suecessful, 
as his practice will 
rove. Givs cheerand 
hope to The aflioted 
yaaying aud proving 
that SPERMATOR- 
RH(EA and IMPO- 
'TENCY as the result 
of gelf-abuge in youth 
and sexual excesses 
in maturer years, 
causing night emis- 
sions by dreams, loss 
of sexual power, ren- 
dering marriage im- 
proper and unhappy. 
Fis etc., can be cured 
ERE ., permanently by an 
outside application in sixty days. No failure in 
any case. 

t isoue of Dr. Fellows’s valuable discoveries, 
which is entirely unknown to the medical profes- 
sion. Itis a medicin to be applied externally on 
the parts affected. by pas and bandage, which 
cures by absorption, and which is the only reliable 
method af curing Seminal Weakness and Loss of 
Sexual Power. A 

Send five 2-cent stamp: for his book “ Private 
Counselor,” telling all about the disease, and the 
external cure, with evidences of success. Address 
Dr. R. P. FELLOWS, Vineland, N. J,and say 
where you saw this advertisment. : 


t” Dr. Fellows begs leave to state that he is 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character. 


DPPELI'S 
Ay Movers 


Hus 


ED 


*"SHOPPEL'S MODERN HOUSES ” No. 8. 
(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. . 3 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for putting them together. 

While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. Itis, in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; & perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 

ers. 
55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000) 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1 New Design for & Chapel. . 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 

(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 

An Article on Villa Park Associations. 

SENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRIOE; $1. 
Address 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN AS30'N, 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it.  . 

Price, six copies, 30 conti; one dozen, 50 gengs 

ty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies 1o 
a We wish that the Fronds of Freethought would 
istribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 

From the German of MAX NORDAU. 

fully written book.—Phita. Recerd 
ook. —. 3 
Amo ee nota. Book ! It is a Deed and 
those who oppoge it wall prove that they fear it.— 
i cents. ; 
Vienna V rens THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Pl., New York. 


The Bile Analyzed. 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 
CONTENTS: 


The Old Testament- -The Now Testament. The 
3 ion.— .—The Exodus.— - 
Cre th ib "Tho Errors of the Bible.—The 


— i f the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bi b dn he 


Savior. - : 
Orownoctavo,888pp. Splendidly executed Sent 
by mail post paid. Price, $8.00. 
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dlews of the Week. 
ASBURY Panx, N. J., got a touch of the 
blue laws last Sunday. Every barber's shop, 
cigar store, and restaurant was closed by the 
-Law and Order League, and it is now pro- 
` posed that newsdealers shall also keep their 
places closed on Sundays. The business men 
talk of protesting in mass 


THE TRUTH 


ROF CREATION, 


A Discusston Between 
: Gladstone, | Muxle. Muller, 
Linton rkerihbe. 
On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
OONTENTS: 
I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. ByHon. 
W. E. Gladstone. 
IL The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 
preters of Nature. By Prof. T. 
III Postscript to Solar Myths. 
Mnller. 


meeting. 

Tne measles epidemic 
in New York continues 
its fatal career. Small- 
pox cases are reported as 


less frequent. 
} Tae president has 
signed the Interstate 


Commerce bill regulat- 
ing the charges of rail- 
roads as carriers. 


Tuer Limerick, Ireland, 
municipal council bas 
refused to celebrate the 
'queen's jubilee on the 
ground that the queen 
has visited Ireland only 
twice and has never as- 
sisted Jrirh charities. 


Over 200 petitions 
were received last week 
by Benator Blair at 
Washington . protesting 
against the running of 
Sunday trains. Blair is 
the well-known Chris- 
tian statesman of New 
Hampshire. 


Trae land reformers 
are making considerable 
capital out of the fact 
that Sir Thomas More is 
to be canonized as a 
Roman Catholic saint. 
It is maintained that ac- 
cording to the views set 
forth in his “ Utopia,” More was a Com- 
munist. 


Reports from Belfast, Ireland, still tell of 
riots between Protestants and Catholics. 


Another boodle alderman, O'Neil, has 
been convicted. Alderman Cleary will be 
tried next week. 

‘Taz House Committee has reported favor. 
ably upon the bill to giv Poet Walt Whitman 
a pension of $25 per month. Whitman 
worked in the hospitals during the war. 

Tue coal handlers’ strike has not materially 
changed since a week ago, except that ‘long- 
shoremen and other Knights of Labor hav 
Struck threugh sympathy with the coal 
handlers. It dees not now look as though 
the employers would yield. 

One of the most disastrous railroad acci- 
dents on record occurred near White River 
Junction, Vt., last Saturday. The Montreal 
express, going at thirty-tive miles an hour, 
jumped the track and fell more than fifty feet 
into the frozen river. Some seventy-five pas. 
sengers were on board, and about thirty-five 
of these were killed, either by being crushed 
to death or burnt by the fire from the stoves, 
which turned the wreck into a huge funeral 
pyre. 

BSowEBoDY carried an infernal machine 
aboard the steamer Guyandotte of the Old 
Dominion line, one day last week, and left it 
in a closet. The thing exploded when the 
steamer was off Staten Island, creating great 
havoc in that part of the ship, and slightly 
wounding two persons. The Guyandotte 
came back into port for repairs. No clue to 
the person who carried the explosiv aboard 
has been found, though rewards to the 
amount of $6,000 are offered for his arrest 
and conviction. 


Tue Rev. John Hedman, it is understood, 
has been given a month to resign from the 
pastorate of St. Ansgarius Episcopal church 
in Chicago. He has been investigated. The 
charges are incompetency and gross neglect in 
the discharge of his pastoral duties, misap- 
propriation of the church books and moneys, 
perversion and lying, drunkenness, undue 
familiarity with young women of this parish, 
and visiting houses of ill fame. It is also 
charged that a strange relation existed be- 
tween Hedman and an unmarried woman, 
who possessed great influence over him, and, 
it is said, Hedman wanted to marry another 

~ young woman, but the first one wouldn't let 
him. Hedman is said to be a fine pulpit 
‘orator, and irreproachably orthodox. 
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Odds and Ends. 


WE object to sending millionaires to the halls of 
Congress. When a man gets a million, he wanis 
more. Send poor men, who know when they hav 
euough.—JPuck, 


A Boston girl at the Charity ball, on being asked 
to dance, accepted the iuvit4tion with the remark 
that she nsnally preferred the “ Buston Financier” 
style—* close and rapid.” 


Mr. Epwin Boorman, of Findley's Lake, has a 
photograph representing five generations of his 
family, taken at one sitting. He has been offered 
a large sum for it by a descendant : f one of the 
Alhany patroona whose vouchers of pedigree were 
* lost in a fire, don't yer know.” 


In the Senate, last week, Senator Frye got into 
a stew over the Can. fishery questi:n, Senator 
Ingalls sat in bis perch and pouted. and Senator 
Edmunds said the Dominion Government couldu!t 
cod him as long as he had his hearing. Fhe oppo- 
rition was cast into the shadow; but there was a 
good deal of de bait before the subject was fin- 
ished.— 1»depex dent, 


Down in Ohio a woman had a drummer arrested 
for winking at her. When the trial came off, it 
was found that the eye which she claimed he 
wnuk, was a very clever glass imitation of the 
human optic. Of course this put a stop to the 
suit, but she was bound to get sqnare with some- 
bedy,s so she found out where the eye was made, 
and t resented a bill to the firm for the advertising 
she had given them. . 


** You hav heard all the evidence,” said the judge 


.in summing up, *you hav also heard what the | 


learned counsel hav said. If yon believe what the 
counsel for the plaintiff has told yous your verdict 
will be for the plaintiff; but if, on the other hand, 
you believe what the defendant's counsel has told 
you, then you will giv a verdict for the defendant. 
But if you are like me, and don’t believe what 
either of them hav said, then I'll be hanged if I 
know what you will do.” 


AGENT (selling preparation for removing stains 
from clothing)—'I hav got here—" Servant (who 
responds to the agents ring)—'"Excuse me, please, 
but we are in great trouble here to-day. The 
gentleman of the house has been blown upin an 
explosion.” A.—“ Ha! hurt much?” S.—'"B'own 
to atoms. Only a grease spot left of him.” A.— 
“Hal Only a grease «pot, you say? Well, here's 
& bottle of my champion eradicator which will 
remove that grease spot in two minutes.” 


Tur "Town Tatler.” of the New York Sunday 
Star, tells this: I read a good story this week 
about Henry W. Grady, the editor of the Atlanta 
Constitution, Some year- ago a paragraph was 
printed in the Cast tution, saying that a man 
well known ina certain circle of Atlanta society 
had died. The next day the alleged dead man 
called at the Constitution office avd demanded a 
retiaction. * This paper,” «aid Mr. Grady, “never 
takes back anything it has said. and will not in 
this case, but if you insist that you hav been mis- 
represented, why, we'll put you among the births. 
That will square it." 


SEEKER, 


H. Huxley. ` 
By Prof. Max, 


NIMHOD.—HE TREETH A POSSUM. 
He was a mighty hunter before the Lord: wherefore it is said, Even as Nimrod, the mighty hunter before the Lord.—Gen. x, 9. 
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By Hon, W. 
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p stone. By Albert Reville, D.D 
: YI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. 


E. Gladstone. 
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| This is a new book and contains the latest discus- 
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participants are a guarantee of its able character. 
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Creation. An Answer to Mr. Glad- 

By Prof. T. H. 
Huxley. , 

VII. A Protestanda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 


Gems of Thought. 


Or chance or charge, oh; let not man complain, 
Else never, never, shall he cease to wail. 
—Beattie’s Minstrel, 


IF all mankind minus one were of one opinion, 
and only one person were of thecontrary opinion, 
mankind would be no more justified in silencing 
that one person than he, if he had the power, 
would be justified in silencing mankind. Werean 
opinion a personal posses- 
sion of no value except to 
ihe owner; if to be ob- 
Btrncted in the enjoyment 
of it were simply a private 
injury, it would make some 
difference whether the in- 
jury was inflicted upon only 
a few persons or op many. 
But the peculiar evil of si- 
lencing the expression of 
an opinion is, that it is rob- 
bing the human race: pos- 
terity as well as the existing 


generation; those who dis- 
sent from the opinion, still 


more than those who hold 


it. If the opinion is right, 


they are deprived of the op- 


portunity of exchanging 
error for truth: if wrong, 
they lose, what is almost ag 
great a benefit, the clearer 
perception of truth pro- 
duced by its collision with 
error.—Hill’s Liberty. 


One of the most entertaining bits of autobiog- 
raphy we hav ever read is the following account 
of his professional life, with it« disappointments 
and rewards, by a Texas editor: . 


WEILE the churcbes were 
encouraging slavery 1n this 
country, the “Infidels” 
generally were educating 
the people np to an appreci- 
ation of its unjust character 
and pernicious influence. 
Christianity, adding mean- 
ness and falsehood to its 
crimes against reform and 
progress, now claims the 
credit of having prepared 
the people to abolish slav- 
ery, when the fact is, the 
whole influence of the sys- 
tem was in favor of slavery, 
and its advocates brought 
the teachings of the Bible 
to sustain it, until the prog- 
ress of liberal and humane 
: sentiments produced a 
change in public sentiment.—Usderwood's Lect- — 
ures and Essays. à 


Tur claim of superiority of the worshipers of 
Jesus is based upon the transcendent quality of 
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SOME SEVERE SPELLS. 
There was an old woman whose laughter 
Would shiver a tough oaken raughter; 
For she had the catarrh 
At away above parrh, 
And death caught her napping soon aughter. 


Miss Viola Fordyce O'Neil 

Was as trusty ar Bessemer steil; 
She had lots of cash money, 
But what was too foney, 

She rode the wild bicycle wheil 


There once was an old pedagogue 
Who tramped all about with a dogue 
He was deaf and was dumb, 
Was quite partial to rumb, 
And finally died in a bogue! 


T honor the man with a heart, 
Who'll giv of his substance a peart 
To another whose fight 
With adversity ’s quight 

Too bitter and devilish teart ! 


There was an old woman of Lynn, 
Who lied like the father of synn ; 
But she got a bad cough, 
And it whooped her right ough, 
And music no more from her chynn ! 


There was a youug maid of Dubuque, 
Who wanted to marry'a duque; 
So she shook all her beaux, 
And put on striped heaux. 
And married a pedler named Luque! 
—Si Slokum. 


POULTRY. 


one who would deny its certainty if permitted, is 
to aug me that we ourselva. and those who agree 
with us. are the jidges of certainty, and judges 
without hearing the other side.—Mü/'s L»berty. 


MarERIALISTS [and philosoph‘cal Radicals, Ag- 
nosties, etc.] generally regard Jesus —the records 
of whore life are very scanty aud largely fabulous, 
and of whose existence even there is some ground 
for doubt—aa probably a man of no great intel- 
lect. but of a benevolent heart, of some chimerical 
and fanatical notions, together with a good deal 
of moral wisdom, a man thoroughly conscientions, 
who lived a life of purity, and died a martyr to his 
faith and supposed mission. As a reformer and a 
benefactor he has our esteem and gratitude. 
Gould he return to earth at the present day, there: 
is scarcely a dorbt that he would be regarded by 
a large proportion of his professed followers some- 
what ax he was by the Pharisees of eighteen hun- 
dred years ago. He would probably find less 
cordial welcome, and less courteous treatment, in 
the churches whera worship is performed in his 
name, than in the Liberal halls where his charac- 
ter is freely criticined, and the miracles ascribed 
to him are ridiculed as fabulous and foolish.— 
Underwood. 


Tue natural philosopher [or physicist], in addi- 
tion to the sensations common to all men inspired 
by the event of death, believes that he sees with 
more certainty that it is attended with the annihi- 
lation of sentiment and thought. He observes the 
mental powers increase and fade with those of the 
baod”, and even accommodate themselvs to the 
most transitory changes of our physical nature. 
Sleep suspends manvof the faculties of the vital 
and intellectual principle; drunkenness and dis- 
ease will either temporarily or permanently de- 
range them. Madness or idiocy may utterly ex- 
tinguish the most excellent and delicate of these 


Truth Seeker Brothers and Sisters, if you want | powers, In old age the mind gradually whithers, 


good, honest. thoronghbred poultry. please let me | 
charge you only $1.50 per setting body, ei 
Leg- decrepitnde. 


hav your order, I hav of the finest stock in * 


country, and will 


of Plymouth Rock, Pekin Duc’. or Brown 


and, as it grew and was strengthened with the 
fo does it, together with the body, sink into 
Assur'dly, these are convincing 


horn’s eggs for hatching, and $100 for each addi- evidences that as soon as the organs of the body 


tional setting, same order. Atso fine Plymouth 


Rocks for sale cheap. Please write desires. 
Address, 8. W. 
Pennsylvania. 


LIGHTY, Mulberry, York Co., 


are subjected to the laws of inanimate matter, 
' sensation, and perception, and apprehension are 
at an end.—Sheliey’s Essay “ On a Future State,” 
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Lirrtiz Rook, ARK., Jan. 18.—The elopement of the Rev. R. L. Bidingfield and Miss Mary Robinson was announced to- 


Baptist minister of more than ordinary ability. He has a wife and several children, whom he abandoned. 
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A SAINT TRIUMPHANT. 


carried off several hundred dollars of her father’s money.—Press Dispatch. 


Miss Robinson was 
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day. Bidingfield was a resident of Carroll county and a 
the daughter of a wealthy planter and is said to hav 


dotes and Clippings. 


Here is a case of “English as she is 
spoke:" The Russian composer, Dvorak, re- 
cently sent the following telegram to the 
Leeds committeee from Cologne: “I am 
coming to-day in Victoria. Will somebody 
snatch me from the station, as I might not 
recognize the journey ?" He was “snatched.” 


“THERE are three millionaires among the 
local preachers of the Methodist church in 
Canada.”—Hachange. ‘And a certain ruler 
asked him, saying, Good Master, what shall I 
do to inherit eternal life? But Jesus said un- 
to him, Sell all that thou hast, and distribute 
unto the poor. For it is easier for a camel to 
go through a needle’s eye, than for a rich 
man to enter into the kingdom of God.”— 
New Testament. Probably an interpolation. 


Amona the effects of J. H. McKnight, 
found dead in his bed recently in a Chicago 
hotel, was the following letter addressed to the 
coroner: “ I am going to try the spirit world. 
I hav always been a square and honest man, 
and I expect to be so in the world to come. 
There is nothing that makes one man greater 
than another but honesty, and if I find any- 
body in the other world that ain't honest, I 
expect to cuss him out and passon. Thereis 
‘a great spirit that rules the universe, and that 
spirit is honesty. George Washington was a 
great man. Why? Because he was honest. 
Abraham. Lincoln was a great man. Why? 
Because he was an honest man. Honesty is 
all in this world and all in the world to come. 
Bob Ingersoll is the smartest man in America 
and but few people know it. He is too smart 


to believe that something can be made of 
nothing. He is too smart to believe that the 
being that is represented as being love would 
consign his creatures to everlasting fire. 
There is a great spirit that rules this universe, 
but who is he and where did he come from? 
Let him come up and giv an account of him- 
self. How did he get his position? He seems 
to be a big bug." 


Tne facts in a case which illustrates the 
rigid rules of the Catholic church concerning 
divorced people hav just been made public at 
Louisville, Ky. Michael McCoy, a grocer of 
that city, has been excommunicated from 
St. Patrick's Catholic church, owing to his 
marriage with a Miss Emma Long after hav- 
ing secured a divorce from his wife. On the 
night of his nuptials with Miss Long, his 
neighbors and his former church associates 
surrounded the house and threatened him 
with violence, until quelled by the police. 
In reading McCoy out of the church, Father 
Lawler denounced him and the marriage, and 
declared that he would not tender the man 
his services though he were upon his dying 
bed. He also forbade any of the members of 
his church to speak to orin any way recog- 
nize McCoy. 


Tuis is Beecher’s way of looking at the 
Knights of Labor and their strikes: “ It is a 
curse of European governments that they in- 
sist upon taking care of the people. The peo- 
pls can take care of themselvs. This abomi- 
nation, the Knights of Labor, is the: result of 
this infernal idea of paternity of government. 
Because a few men in New Jersey think their 
employers hav wronged them, all this nation 
is called upon to suffer on the order of this 
paternal government of the Knights of Labor. . 


This is from want of intelligence. The work- 
ing people are being taken care of by the 
Knights of Labor, instead of taking care of 
themselvs, and people all over the land are 
being punished, and business is stagnated be- 
cause of it, just because a few men in Jersey 
hav done wrong. The destruction of the 
poor is their ignorance.” 


Memexrs of Parliament come cheap. La- 
bouchere tells the following story of a Radical 
member of the British House of Commons: 
** The atmosphere of the House of Commons 
does not seem to agree with Radicals. They 
soon want to become fine gentlemen. He re- 
membered a case in one of the divisions with 
regard to the admission of Mr. Bradlaugh. 
About ten minutes before the division a 


.highly respectable gentleman on the Liberal 


side of the House came to me and said, * You 
know I hav been thinking this over, and my 
conscience won't allow me to vote for Brad- 
laugh. I replied, *I hav not got time 
enough to talk about your conscience— what 
do you want? The member said: ‘ What 
do you mean? Iam not that sort of a per- 
son ; whereupon I said, ‘Do you want to be 
made a knight?’ and the gentleman replied, 
‘No, you are entirely mistaken.’ I next 
asked him, ‘Hav you got a wife? and he an- 
swered, ‘Yes.’ ‘Well, do you get asked to 
those crowds, those receptions at the Foreign 
Office?” “The honorable member admitted 
that he and his wife rather complained that 
they had not, and then I said, ‘ You go in and 
vote, and I'll see that you are asked to them 
in the future,’ and in about ten minutes I 
polled that patriot in.” Even a New York 
alderman would scorn to sell his vote. for 
such a low consideration. 


THE case of the Chicago Anarchists, as it 
now stands, is briefly this: These men, while 
convicted in the court below, hav secured a 
writ of supersedeas from the chief justice of 
the state of Illinois, staying and virtually nul- 
lifying the sentence, and placing these men 
again in the position of being innocent until 
proven guilty, if and until the supreme court 
in full session shall say whether or not the 
entire record shows defects sufficient to war- 
rant a new trial. In cases of property, where 
money is at stake, there a writ of error is a i 
writ of right, and virtually means nothing 
except that the court will consent to review 
the case. But where life is involved, and a 
man sentenced to die, a writ of error is not a 
writ of right, and the court issues it only 
when upon examination of the records suffi- 
cient errors appear to justify its issuance. 
The supreme court of Illinois can issue no 
supersedeas in a case of death penalty unless 
it believes there was an unfair trial. Judge 
Scott did so believe ; he issued a writ of error, 
which, if sustained by the full court, puts 
those men in position of being innocent until 
proven guilty ; and this supersedeas by Judge 
Scott so places these men until the full ses- 
sion of the court is held. Mr. Spies is not 
under sentence of death. The sentence, by 
which he was to die on December 3d was 
suspended, and destroyed by the supreme 
court. Mr. Spies is not sentenced to be 
hung, and cannot be hung until resentenced ; 
and cannot be sentenced until retried, if the 
supreme court sustains Judge Scott. He has 
aright to all the civil franchises of a citizen ; 
he can make civil contracts, and is to-day 
signing agreements to write certain articles ; 
he can contract for property, sign deeds, and 
make a will.—Knight of Labor. 
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Communications. 


Thomas Paine. 


In the world’s history volumes are devoted to com, 
memorate men who hav besieged cities merely for 
bloody conquest, subdued provinces only to enslave 
them, and overthrown empires simply to set up other 
tyrants. Seldom, if ever, in their own generation do 
moral heroes receive the gratitude, honor, or reward 
their unselfish services deserve. 

The highest intellects, or those intellectually in 
advance of the masses, always look to the good of 
others, not personal aggrandizement, and, being the 
least ambitious among men, it remains for future 
generations to place on them the “diadem immortal.” 

Fame seems like a river that bears upon its surface 
the lighter substances, but in which the weightier and 
solid sink until a more progressiv and appreciativ in- 
telligence reverently resurrects the memory of those 
whose high resolves burnt deep within their hearts, 
and who, with the electrifying eloquence of justice, 
roused men to wrench the New World from the 
hands of royal imbecils. 

In the line of mankind’s saviors, few seem to hav 
possessed such singular proof of capacity, such deep 
insight into the meaning of things, such courage, 
perseverance, and freedom from either bigotry or dis- 
simulation as he whose name we recall to honor, cn 
the 29th of January, the immortal Thomas Paine. 

Paine’s birthplace, home, pursuits, habits, and 
early associates are an oft-told tale, and to recite these 
unimportant facts to Freethinkers, who know and 
venerate him for his public services, seems largely a 
work of supererogation. Still for those who may be 
unfamiliar with these facts, it is well to briefly restate 
some of them. The hero whose memory every hand- 
ful of true Freethinkers throughout this country will 


to-day commemorate—a duty in which every good. 


citizen of this republic should participate—was born 
of Quaker parents, in Thetford, County Norfolk, 
England, one hundred and fifty years ago to-day. 
He received but a limited education, being substan- 
tially self-taught, and was successivly a stay-maker, 
sailor, exciseman, tobacconist, and teacher. In 1772 
he published his first political pamphlet, showing the 
evils arising from the inadequate payment of excise- 
men, their liability to bribery, etc. This drochure 
was sent to Benjamin Franklin, and induced him to 
recommend the poor author to come to America. On 
what trivial pivots great destinies turn! He came 
with the intention of teaching—especially with the 
design of elevating the education of woman, and 
edited a magazine then published in Philadelphia. 
In that publication his first poems appeared, and one 
of those, “The Liberty Tree,” shows how he began 
to imbibe that supreme passion for liberty which 
seems to-hav taken entire possession of his after life. 

His ardor for the revolution increasing, he devoted 
himself entirely to political literature, and in January, 
1774, published the spark that fired the train of in- 
dependence—that lucid, admirably-reasoned pam- 
phlet, * Common Sense.” This flew in tens of thou- 
sands of copies all over the colonies. It soon seized 
on the minds and hearts of the people, and cast all 
other authors in the shade. Its effect was electrical. 

Remember that Delaware, Maryland, and New Jer- 
sey had already restrained their delegates in Con- 
gress from advocating open revolt. 

Bancroft’s History shows that even in November, 
1775: è 

The legislature of Pennsylvania was in session.’ It still re- 
` quired its members to take and subscribe the qualifications 
which include the promis of allegiance to George IU. It 
elected nine delegates to the Continental Congress; of these 
Benjamin Franklin was one—the only one who was the un- 
hesitating champion of independence. These were their 
instructions: We direct that you exert your utmost endeav- 
ors to agree upon and recommend such measures as you 
shall judge to afford the best prospect of affording redress of 
American grievances, and restoring that harmony between 
Great Britain and the Colonies so essential to the welfare and 
happiness of both countries. Though the oppressiv meas- 
ures of the British Parliament and administration hav com- 
pelled us to resist their violence by force of arms, yet we 
strictly enjoin you, that you, in behalf of this colony, dissent 
from and utterly reject any proposition, should such be 
made, that may cause or lead to a separation from our 
mother country, or a change of the form of this government. 

That sort of conservatism had been at work too 
long. Franklin saw the people must be aroused, and 
he knew the only man capabie of flashing the torch 
of freedom was 'Thomas Paine, who in that memora- 
ble appeal for independence embodied in words the 
vague longing of the whole country, for, in great 
emergencies, statesmen are seldom as radical or cor- 
rect as their constituents. 

Listen to this great-hearted heretic's plea for inde- 
pendence: 

Every quiet method of peace hath been ineffectual; our 
prayers hav been rejected with disdain; reconstruction is 
now a fallacious dream. Bring the doctrin of reconciliation 
to the touchstone of nature; can you hereafter love, honor, 
and faithfully serve the power that has carried fire and sword 
jnto your land? Ye that tell us of harmony, can ye restore 
to us the time that is past? The blood of the slain, the weep- 
ing voice of nature cries, 'tis time to part. The last cord is 
now broken; the people of England are presenting addresses 
against us. A government of our own is our natural right. 

€ that love mankind, that dare oppose not only tyranny but 


the tyrant, stand forth! Every spot of the old world is over- 
run with oppression; Freedom hath been hunted round the 
globe; Europe regards her like a stranger, and England hath 
given her warning to depart; oh, receive the fugitiv, and 
prepare an asylum for mankind. 


As a match touched to powder fires a magazine, so 
these fiery words set the country ablaze, and this 
common fire blazed luridly in the Continental Con- 
gress. This secured the union of all the states, and 
the Declaration of Independence was produced. 
America listened to Paine's grand, resistless appeal ; 
she received gladly for awhile the fugitivs who had 
been hunted round the globe, and, in some respects; 
partially realized the daring dream of that heroic 
soul who contributed such nervous eloquence to 
make this republic a worthy asylum for mankind. 

We cannot follow in detail the story of the Revo- 
lution, but we can record that the shout of victory 
was for the sturdy colonists as a result of Thomas 


‘Paine’s powerful earnestness, sterling honesty, and 


strength of logic when espousing the cause of Lib- 
erty. 

Paino soon became secretary of the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, and was the accepted oracle on sub- 
jects of constitutions and governments. The Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania conferred on him the degree 
of Master of Arts ; he was elected a Member of the 
American Philosophical Society, and the state of 
Pennsylvania gave him a grant of £500. Why? Be- 
cause his “Crisis” sustained the army, excited the 
national sympathy, and produced money and union 
in support of the war at every crisis when a number 
appeared. Though a poor man, Paine headed the 
subscription for the distressed soldiers with $500— 
the last dollar he had. He gave the fruit of his 
brain for the common good, refusing to copyright his 
works, so that they would be republished, hav wider 
circulation, and thus increase their influence. He 
originated public opinion, molded it, and led it to 
final success, so that John Adams remarked that 
“in vain would hav been the sword of. Washington 
(worthy as he was) but for the pen of Paine.” 

After the war the Paine farm of three hundred 
acres, worth ten thousand dollars, was presented as a 
testimonial by the state of New York, and Congress 
awarded him three thousand dollars as a mere com- 
pliment, apologizing for. the smallness of the sum on 
account of the poverty of the Union, burdened, as it 
then was, by the expense of the war. ` 

He then visited Europe, introduced iron bridges in 
England, and mixed with the best talent of: the day, 
but when the fawning flatterer of royalty, Edmund 
Burke, wrote his “ Reflections on the French Revolu- 
tion," Paine shot out his modern thunderbolt, the 
* Rights of Man,” and shivered the aristocratic sham 
to atoms. His previous political works had largely 
produced the revolution in France, and as a result 
already that high altar of despotism, the Bastile, had 
been destroyed. 

Public recognition of his great service to the Amer- 
ican republic did not result in his calmly sitting down 
to enjoy. what was then willingly bestowed, but 
merely intensified his determination and increased 
his enthusiasm to strike stronger and deeper into 
prevailing infamous frauds, whose outgrowth were 
hypoerisy, vice, and ferocity in France. To him, 
“the peace of slavery was worse than the war of 
freedom.” , 

Mixing with Condorcet (whom he transformed 
from a famous mathematician to a famous Socialist), 
Brissot, Mme. Roland, Petion, Claviere, and Buzot, 
La Republican was the medium through which 
Paine, assisted by this brilliant coterie, sent their 
exciting exhortations through France. 

As an illustration of the power of his pen, an act 
of Parliament was considered necessary to suppress 
his works in England about that period. 


You all know Paine’s glorious service for liberty in | 


France, where, elected to the National Assembly 
from several places at once, he stood the solitary rep- 
resentativ of justice and: mercy. Refusing to sup- 
port Robespierre in the death of Louis Capet—though 
willing to “kill the king, he was anxious- to save the 
man"-—he fell under suspicion (for the wrongs of 
ages had transformed men into tigers, whom nothing 
but human blood could satisfy), was imprisoned and 


condemned; and while daily awaiting death, calmly | 


prepared his “ Age of Reason,” which he dedicated to 
the American people, still as solicitous for our men- 
tal liberation as he was for our physical freedom. 
Contemplate that sublime spectacle — the man who 
on the brink of existence, daily expecting to ascend 
the scaffold to the gory knife, where the gray hairs of 
aged men mingled with the tresses of beautiful 
women—the one man unterrified in an age of terrors 
—fearless alike of life or death, dreading nothing but 
dishonesty, devoted these (supposed) last hours 
‘to writing the boldest criticism onthe Bible that had 
ever seen the light of day! The “Age of Reason” 
is the red rag before the ecclesiastical bulls; it is.the 
gage of defiance for all theologians of Christianity 
to answer, but their answer never has nor never will 
come. From this onslaught of Paine’s largely dates 
the downfall of faith, the destruction of bigotry, and 
the elevation of mankind to mental liberty. The 
fangs of the clergy were then directed against him, 


* 
and he replied with the second part of the * Age of 
Reason." 

Since then, treacherous misrepresentation, bitter- 
est calumny, vilest vituperation; hav been malignantly 
hurled upon.his name. fox: three-quarters.of-a-century ; 
but. as: we. clear. away: this: debris of: bigotry. and:per- 
secution, brighter. gems. of. genius and grander char- 
acteristics are revealed. 

On the overthrow of the republic by Napoleon, 
Paine returned to the United States, the condemned, 
the ostracized, the hated by all the priestcraft, who 
hav not yet ceased to employ their spiteful venom. 

To this man who first wrote the words, * The 
United States of America,” the undoubted author of 
our Magna Charta, the Declaration of Independence, 
and the securer of that independence, no reverential 
shaft rears .its lofty column in these United States! 
Why this neglect? No, not neglect, for a monster 
monument was erected—one which it was hoped 
would securely hide the true man from view forever. 
That monument was slander.. = 

As Courbet, the French artist-Communist, led the 
populace of Paris, in 1871, to pull down the Column 
Vendome, built to commemorate the butcheries of 
their brethren by Bonaparte, so we Freethinkers, by 
these annual services, are hurling down on the heads 
of those who built them the pyramids of falsehoods 
which hav rested so long on the fair fame of Thomas 
Paine. i 

The priest has been aided in his defamation of this 
great defender of true principle by the aristocrat-— 
when not the latter by the capitalist. As capitalism 
is sure to create an aristocracy, so a constitutiona! 
government is often but the mask whereby the peo- 
ple, through ignorance, indifference, or necessity, are 
lured to embrace a greater tyranny by their op- 
pressors than armed legions could maintain. This 
capitalism has.created an American aristocracy more 
relentless, cruel, and heartless than those of Europe. 

Thomas Paine well said that the constitutional 
government of England gave just enough liberty to 
enslave a people more effectually than by open despot- 
ism, and boldly advised the people to “lay the ax at 
the root, and teach governments humility.” Alas for 
the traditions of American freedom! Similar senti- 
ments uttered in the United States one hundred and 
fifty years after Paine's birth, and only seventy-eight 
since he died, are punished with death. Seven Free- 
thinkers and reformers lie in the Chicago jail awaiting 
the dread sentence (which only a new trial" may re- 
move) for uttering far less violent views. During ' 
that iniquitous trial activ steps were taken to crush 
free discussion and the expression of individual opin- 
ion. Under the pretense of combating unconstitu- 
tional measures the authorities overthrew the Consti- 
tution themselvs. For, if the freedom. of the press 
and of private opinion are to be assailed by govern- 
ment, then, indeed, hav the people degenerated, or 
never learned the lesson which such heroic souls as 
Thomas Paine labored so earnestly to instil. It is 
not strange when we remember that theological 
rancour has, by odious lies, almost obliterated the 
principles he taught as well as the important part 
which Paine, and other Freethinkers, played in found- 
ing what might hav been the substructure of that 
“great asylum for mankind.” 

No longer do we welcome representativs of liberty 
to America—they are now “foreign disturbers,” and 
must be denounced. But society goes into convul- 
sions on the advent of a scion of the **blue-blooded " 
aristocracy of Europe, who are morally thieves and: 
intellectually idiots. Such are the patriotic standards 
of the latter part of the nineteenth century. Such 
were the standards of the Roman republic when its 
corruptions had. grown ripe for judgment. But 
these are only transitory—only prove the reckless- 
ness of ruin to which our aristocracy are fast drifting. 

Is true freedom but to break 
Fetters for our own dear sake, 

And, with heathen hearts, forget 

That we owe mankind a debt ? 

No! true freedom is to share 

All the chains our brothers wear, 


And, with heart and hand, to be 
Earnest to make others free ! 

They are slaves who fear to speak 

For the fallen and the weak ; 

They are slaves who will not choose 
Hatred, scoffing, and abuse, 

Rather than in silence shrink 

From the truth they needs must think; 
They are slaves who dare not be ` 
In the right with two or three. 


Well may we remember the words of Madam Ro- 
land, as she turned on the scaffold to gaze on the 
statue, “O Liberty! what crimes are committed in 
thy name!" when we think of those whose hands are 
already imbrued in the blood of innocent victims. 
The unpunished murderers of the capitalistic rioters 
(or their Pinkerton agents) in Hast St. Louis, Chi- 
cago, and Milwaukee denote the desperation of a 
class on the verge of a speedy downfall. Justice 
cries aloud for vengeance. 

They may veil their eyes, but they cannot hide . 
The sun’s meridian glow ; . 

The heel of a priest may tread thee down, 
And a tyrant work thee woe; 

But never a truth has been destroyed ; 
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They may curse it and call it crime; 
Pervert and betray, or slander or slay 
Its teachers for a time; 
But the sunshine aye shall light the sky, 
As round and round we run; 
And the truth shall ever come uppermost, 
And justice shall be done. 


Year by year, the toiling millions are receiving a 
broader education—largely the result of necessity. 
Once let them realize true social ethics, their collectiv 
momentum will insure the enforcement of a new Dec- 
laration of Independence. The second Declaration 
is as just as the first, and is its natural result. The 
first founded our political independence; the second 
will secure our industrial interdependence. The. 
first was founded by the bullet, but it is hoped to 
establish the second by the ballot. 

Then let the rallying cry of Freethinkers and so- 
cial reformers be: “Ye that love mankind, that dare 
oppose not only tyranny but the tyrant, stand forth !” 

Paine died in 1809 comparativly deserted, and few 
dared own his friendship after his fearless pamphlet, 
the “Age of Reason,” appeared. 

He might hav had his faults, but the faults of such 
noble souls are like foothills around the base of lofty 
mountains—the nearer we stand to them, the more 
they obscure our judgment of their true proportions 
by hiding the peaks that rise beyond. But when 
we draw farther off, they slowly shrink into the 
plain, while the mountain giant, at first obscured, 
rises free and clear in majestic grandeur. Even so, 
as we look at thé life and deeds of this great hero, 
do we realize how insignificant were any faults he 
possessed,.compared. with the grandeur of his pur- 
pose. | 

Truth was the great magnet whose influence he 
obeyed; where that guided, Paine implicitly followed, 
&nd thus this unselfish philosopher and patriot spent 
his life in a continual struggle for the good of others. 

With a wise head and loving heart,he reasoned not 
for confutation, but to weigh, consider, and determin 
how best to counteract the vile hordes whose con- 
Slant endeavor was to make men drudges and slaves 
to royal and theological taskmasters. Paine’s mind 
seems a deep well, which was in no danger of being 
exhausted by the copious draughts made upon it. 
His power and force of character was hightened by 
his versatility of thought, but thought endowed with 
keenest perception and finest discrimination. There 
was nothing of the mean, groveling, selfish panderer 
. in his composition. He was a student of men as well 

as books, with sympathies and experiences enlarged 
by contact with the bitter actualities of those inhum- 
ble life, whose sufferings seemed to deepen, exalt, and 
awaken him to trumpet-toned utterances for action. 

The rights of which Paine wrote were those rest- 
ing on man’s requirements and nature’s supply ; not 
rights sanctioned by conventional compact of rulers ; 
not inherited from past generations, but inherent; 
not received from priests and kings, nor secured by 
their parchments, but rights derived from the fact of 
existence and embraced in the very charter of our be- 
ing. Knowing that liberty makes life, and that life 
should be strong enough to guard and maintain lib- 
erty, he also knew that the pursuit of happiness flows 
from freedom of action, and that when government 
presumes to regulate the volition of a people a great 
crime is committed and desolating oppression is en- 
forced. “ Life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness " 
must be conditions of existence, for unless we exer- 
cise those functions we become diseased, and a por- 
tion of the body politic perishes.  . 

To face a danger manfully is to comprehend its 
import and its power, and in this his forethought was 
prophetic, as even to-day the most advanced social 
and political reformer can still extract nourishment 

` from his works. 

.With Paine it was unmanly to murmur at loss of 
time, money, or energy. Great wisdom, devotion, 
and sacrifice were necessary to reform abuses and 
suppress existing evils, and gladly he gave all; to 
him it was cowardly to shrink from danger—even of 
death at the gory guillotin. 

Pie left us a reflex of his character in the sublime 
sentence: “The world is my country; to do good is 
my religion.” There never was counselor more faith- 
ful, patriot more sincere or successful, statesman 
with keener or more comprehensiv views, or a man 
more unassuming, yet of firmer or more decided 
qualities. 

May Americans long appreciate the genius and 
-reverence the virtues of their noble benefactor, for 
he left them a legacy greater than his works—the 
contemplation of his high-souled, unselfish character. 

E. A. Srevens. 


———— 9-49 ———————— 


Ix Protestant Prussia the Catholies hold the dis- 
tricts of richest agriculture and most famous tradi- 
tions. According to the latest census, they form a 
mass of 9,600,000 earnest Catholics as against 18,000,- 
000 nominal Protestants, not more than four or five 
millions of whom ever attend any place of worship or 
hold a single dogma of positiv Christianity. 


——— 
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Mr. Reynolds in the Nutmeg State. 


Through the efforts of Prof. G. G. Grower arrange- 
ments were made for me to lecture on Sunday after- 
noon and evening, January 30th, before the Ansonia 
Liberal Society, which was organized at my last visit, 
and was one of the good results of the New York 
Freethinkers’ Association convention. Despite dis- 
couragements, the society is holding its own and do- 
ing valiant service for Freethought. The officers 
deserve especial thanks. Through the services of 
Mr. Grower the science Sunday-school cannot fail to 
continue to increase in interest and usefulness. 

The weather on my last visit was very unfavorable, 
but I had a good and very appreciativ audience at the 
afternoon lecture on “The Heaven of the Bible.” It is 
strange that, while all Christians claim to be striving 
to reach heaven, and tell us that, no matter how great 
the suffering, privation, or self-denial, heaven will 
amply repay for all, yet no two agree as to just what 
sort of a place itis, or just what happiness in heaven 
consists of. The only one point in regard to heaven, 
which all Christians I hav ever met fully agree upon, 
is that they hav no desire for immediate admittance 
to its joys. The most intensely selfish creature that 
ever embraced Christianity—preéminently the re- 
ligion of selfishness—always eager to be first to 
partake of the joys of earth, is not alone quite willing, 
but desirous, to be the very last to partake of the 
joys of heaven. Nay, he prefers that all his wife's 
poor relations, even his wife herself, shall go to 
heaven ahead of him. It is conceded that the Bible 
alone givs any idea of heaven; and after I had by 
chapter and verse described this land of the blessed, 
one young man in the audience declared, *Y'm blest 
if a blessed one, on 'em ever wants to get to such a 
cussed heaven." 

This lecture set some of the Christian friends to 
thinking, and will yet induce them to seek heaven 
here and now—-a heaven that consists in a home of 
gentleness and love, heavenly peace and joy, that 
comes of helping and making glad some sorrowing 
heart, in preference to the Bible with its candlesticks, 
snuffers, altars, flesh-hooks, ash pans, and angels. 

In the evening the hall was crowded. I spoke on 
“Religious Persecutions of the Nineteenth Century." 
After the lecture two gentlemen essayed to defend 
the faith. The hand-bills announcing the lecture 
kindly invited the clergy to attend and defend their 
eause. "This they lacked courage or courtesy to do, 
but it was evident our two friends had come fully 
prepared, for a very large number crowded the outer 
hall—as many as could squeeze in-—and tried all they 
could to sustain their champions. I giv a few of 
their assertions and my replies: 

First Gent.: “We are indebted to the church for 
our advance in education and for all our scientific 
discoveries. All knowledge comes from God and the 
Bible. There is no other source of knowledge.” 

I quoted from the pastoral letter of the House of 
Bishops of the Episcopalian church, published in the 

Churchman of Nov. 6, 1886, and read in all the 
Episcopal churches, which declares unbelief is rife 
and widespread in all the churches, because of the 
enlargement of knowledge, scientific discoveries, and 
the freedom of the press ; and the bishops announce, 
“ Blessed be God, the church has something better 
than philosophy, education, or learning in which to 
trust, namely, the word and spirit of the living God.” 
I quoted 1 Cor. iti, 19—‘‘ For the wisdom of this 
world is foolishness with God.” The church has 
always Opposed science, and tried to silence or tort- 
ure to death the benefactors of the human race. 
They burnt Bruno for giving us some facts in astron- 
omy, denounced Faust and Gutenburg aa having 
dealings with the devil, declared printing of the 
evil one, the steam-engin the work of Antichrist, and 
the telegraph of Beelzebub. All knowledge did not 
come from God and the Bible. There were other 
sources of wisdom, if the New Testament was true. 
I quoted Acts vii, 22: “And Moses was learned in 
all the wisdom of the Egyptians.” 

First Gent.: “The true church never persecuted. 
Persecution was the work of the false church. Per- 
secution or cruelty was directly contrary to all the 
teaching of Jesus.” 

Iassured the gentleman that the Spanish Inquisition 
was founded, justified by the declarations of Christ 
and the apostle Paul, and quoted John xv, 6—“ If a 
man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and 
is withered ; and men gather them, and cast them 
into the fire, and they are burnt ;’ and 2 Thess. i, 
7, 8—“'The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven 
with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking ven- 
geance on them that know not God, and that obey 
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Paul and 
his followers in New Jersey would inflict torture on 
the flesh out of love for the soul. “Deliver such a 
one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that 
the spirit may be. saved in the day of the Lord 
Jesus" (1 Cor. v, 9). 

First Gent. : “You claim to hav been a minis- 
ter; you did not believe as you do now ; you do not 
know what the church was; the true church was al- 
ways right; you are blaming on the true, the acts of 
the false church; you do not know what the church 
is; do you know?” 


I told the gentleman that I knew that every de- 
nomination claimed to be tax church—God's special 
favored few, the Israel of God, and denounced all 
others I knew the more devout the Bible worship- 
ers, the more intensely they hate any who differ with 
them. ] 

First Gent. : “Christians never hate; that is, the 
true church does not. Hateisall ofthe devil Christ 
never taught hate, but only love. Read his teach- 
ings.” . 

I read Luke xix, 27: “But those mine enemies 
which would not that I shouldreign over them, bring 
hither, and slay them before me" And Luke xiv, 26: 
“Tf any man come to me, and hate [Greek miseo, to 
detest, to abhor] not his father and mother, and wife 
and children, and brethren and sisters, yea, and his 
own life, he cannot be my disciple." 

First Gent. : “ What would woman be but for the 
church? A mere slave. Christianity has made woman 
independent and respected. Women owe everything 
to the church.” 

I quoted from the pastoral letter of the House of 
Bishops: “ The Infidel theory declares the individual 
to be the supreme unit of society, and so demands 
for every individual complete and equal freedom. 
It affirms all discriminating legislation based upon 
differences of sex to be degrading and tyrannical, and 
claims for woman an absolute control over her patzi- 
mony and acquisitions, as well as over her person. 
Thus the Christian law of the household is disparaged 
and denounced. 

“The essentials of domestic life hav been ordained 
and established by the will of God, and underlie the 


-constitution of society. These it is the function of 


civil government to protect and regulate, but not to 
change.” The church would follow the teachings of 
the Bible, and degrade woman, not elevate her; 
would here in free America hav the earnings of the 
wife appropriated by the husband, and the wife de- 
prived even of right to her own person. This is the 
doctrin of the true church, for it is founded on Bible, 
which makes motherhood a sin, and teaches women 
hav no rights the man, saint of God, need respect. 
* Let the women learn in silence, with all subjection. 
But I suffer not a woman to teach " (1 Tim. ii, 11, 12). 
* Let your women keep silence in the churches, for 
it is not permitted unto them to speak, but they are 
commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the 
law. And if they will learn anything, let them ask 
their husbands at home, for it is a shame for women 
to speak in the church” (1 Cor. xiv, 84, 35). 

First Gent.: “I would not trust any one who did 
not believe in the Bible and a future state. There is 
nothing to keep people from every crime you can 
think of only the fear of punishment hereafter.” 

I tried to convince the gentleman that he would not 
steal my handkerchief even if sure the constable did 
not see him, and that he would never be found out. 
People are honest or dishonest, virtuous or vicious, 
good or bad, not because of fear of hereafter, but 
from their heredity and environment. The Christian 
religion is a system of rewards and punishments, and 
teaches to do good in hope of reward; avoid evil 
from fear of hell, not from principle. We should do 
good because it is right—from love of right and hate 
of evil. It is not true God made us; we are what 
our parents and grandparents made us. 

Then the first gentleman ran away and elbowed 
his way out of the crowd. 

Second Gent.: “The true church deplores the 
wrongs done by the false church. But God is love 
and truth—his law is love.” 

I called attention to the fourth Commandment, 
“Honor thy father and thy mother, that thy days 
may be long upon the land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee.” 

This law was not good ; not true. We should not 
honor parents if their acts are vile and infamous. 
We should honor them for the good only. It is not 
true that good, loving, obedient children liv longer 
than bad, undutiful children. The God who spoke 
that command from Mount Sinai, and wrote it on the 
table of stone, either did not know or wilfully told 
falsehood. 

Second Gent.: “You cannot deny the love of 
Jesus; he has shed abroad love in all human hearts, 
all nations of the earth hav given evidence of his holy 
love.” 

The Catholic and Protestant are the best evidences 
that Christ has shed abroad love in all human hearts. 
The Christian nations of Europe to-day are building 
forts and massing their armies expressly to show the 
peace and love Jesus has shed abroad in all human 
hearts. 3 

Second Gent; “The teaching of the Bible, the 
blessed New Testament, makes all who will believe it 
tender, pitiful, and good to each other." 

Iread 2 John x: “If there come any unto you and 
bring not this doctrin, receive him not unto your 
house, neither bid him God speed." 

Second Gent.: “I won't deny the Bible. I hav 
no more to say when you read it out of the Bible.” 

The discussion lasted about one hour anda half ; 
our Liberal friends were jubilant over ii, and hope 
some one of the ministers may be induced to come to 
the rescue of their faith. C. B. RzyNor»s. 
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News and Notes. 


Early Saturday morning, February 5th, I arrived 
at Fort Madison, Ia., a beautiful town of six thou- 
sand inhabitants, on the banks of the Father of 
Waters, which trends to the westward here, as like a 
broad lake it goes sweeping by, flowing again to the 
southward six miles away at Nauvoo, the once 
famous Mormon city, with temple of polished lime- 
stone. From a noble declivity the village greets the 
eye with imposing appearance, although it can boast 
only of a thousand people. 'The temple is gone. 
Notastone is left. Joe Smith, whatever might hav 
been his moral derelictions, had an eye for beauty and 
use. He knew a good thing when he saw it, and the 
site he selected for his city is one of the finest on the 
banks of the Mississippi. Descending on three sides 
in rolling lands to the majestic stream—wide almost 
as a bay—toward the interior it spreads in gentle 
and fruitful prairies. A lovely place, indeed, for the 
New Jerusalen! But the dream has vanished, and 
Mormonism was obliged to go marching on. It does 
seem, however, as if the blood of the martyrs is the 
seed of the church. The Mormons left their deso- 
lated home, numbering six thousand. They now 
count two hundred and fifty thousand. 

Summer time is beautiful in this country, and 
there are many pleasure resorts about Fort Madison, 
and it now has a somewhat metropolitan aspect, for a 
boom has spread its lively colors in the air. A new 
railroad is to pass through, a bridge built across the 
river, and shops located here, and every man you 
meet has speculation in his eyes, and corner lots 
whirl dizzily upward. There is no doubt, however, of 
a solid increment in the wealth and industry ef the 
city. 

There is a state penitentiary here. On Saturday 
afternoon, with my friend, Frank M. Gustin, I passed 
within its gloomy portals with a kind of shudder. I 
don’t fancy prisons. The thick walls make my heart 
sick. As I went into the warden’s room I saw a 
young convict in prison uniform talking in quiet tones 
with a pretty lady, evidently his sister, or perhaps 
sweetheart. What a romance in this simple scene! 
woman ever faithful and loving, even amid the 
shadows of disgrace. So the horror is jeweled with 
beauty. 

There are nearly four hundred criminals in this in- 
stitution, and they work at various occupations, and 
take it comfortably ten hours a day with three square 
meals. They hav plenty of substantial food, and 
leisure to eat it. They don’t hav to be in a hurry 
like railroad passengers. They breakfast and dine 
together, and carry their suppers to their cells, which 
are very neat institutions, oramented, some of them, 
with flowers, pictures, etc., and in each of them there 
is an electric light which blazes away with palatial 
effulgence until nine o'clock. Up to that time they 
can read, after that they sleep and dream till six 
o’clock in the morning. There is a library in which 
novels and sermons are curiously mixed, but the 
sermons hav aquiet time of it, while the novels hav 
evidently gone the rounds of every cell—a good 
sign. I was pleased to notice among the novels the 
story of our brilliant Chicago friend, Mrs. A. M. Free- 
man, “ Somebody’s Ned ;” one of the most successful 
of our Western romances. But I didn’t see the “Lay 
Sermon ” there. I wish every criminal could read it. 
Its blessed humanity would be better than a thousand 
preachers. They hav the privilege of an evening 
school also, of Sunday services with a good orthodox 
chaplain who gets twelve hundred dollars per year, 
while the surgeon only gets six hundred, and the 
keepers six hundred. Those who do the real service 
receive half pay. The chapel has a stack of Bibles 
and “ Gospel Hymns,” and its walls are plentifully be- 
sprinkled with scripture texts, such as, “ The Lord is 
thy Shepherd," “Create in me a clean Heart,” 
“Trust in God,” etc. Now, I think it would be bet- 
ter to hav such mottoes as these, * Honesty is the 
best policy,” “Ignorance is the mother of crime,” 
* Labor conquers all things,” ete. 

As a.matter of fact, these criminals hav more of 
the comforts of life than hundreds of millions of in- 
nocent people. I believe that two-thirds, if at liberty 
to go, would remain. J would myself rather be here 
than tramp it this cold weather. Put in the element 
of free will, and this modern prison house is as pleas- 
ant as the old orthodox heaven. I am sure it’s much 
more enlivening to make shovels, hoes, pitchforks, 
boots and shoes, chairs, etc, and eat, drink, and 
sleep, than to play on a harp. There is no starvation 
here, no filth, and if the clothes are not quite stylish, 
it must be confessed they are all the fashion. Society 
must and does provide for the criminal, however 
great a one he may be. When will it equally provide 
for the honest man, and assure him work and a home? 
When theology is buried, and science is king. 

The weather was rainy and foggy, and the streets 
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icy, all the time of my stay at Fort Madison. In fact, 
it was so icy that I felt considerably righteous, for I 
found it impossible to stand without holding on to 
the railings, and since the Bible declares that “ the 
wicked stand on slippery places," I must be other- 
wise. I didn't hav a great many present the first night 
or Sunday afternoon, but Sunday evening the attend- 
ance was fair. Some came twenty-five or thirty miles 
to attend the lectures, in spite of nature’s frowns, and 
80 the audience was *fit though few,” and we had 
cheerful companionship. A Secular Union was organ- 
ized, and I hav high hopes of the Liberal element of 
this community, that notwithstanding all the difficul- 
ties of pioneer Freethought, it will be a grand intel- 
lectual and social power. 

I enjoyed the hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. Tewks- 
bury, and Dr. and Mrs. Moorman while at Fort Madi- 
son. These are sturdy radicals, who formerly fought 
the battle of freedom under the antislavery flag, and 
their reminiscences of the romantic days of the “ un- 
derground railroad," and midnight travels, and hay- 
stack residences, and wagon loads of grain, plus ne- 
groes, flung vivid light upon that momentous era that 
prepared men's minds for heroic strife. Mr. Tewks- 
bury is a Spiritualist, and Dr. Moorman a Materialist, 
and so I had both sides of universal thought, and was 
glad we don't think alike. I rejoice meeting those 
who traverse different paths of truth. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Gustin are earnest Liberals of 
the kind that keep the world a-moving, and I was 
pleased to meet with such good comrades. 

Dr. and Mrs. Rix H. J. Huiskamp carry the life of 
Liberalism into art as well as thought. Dr. Huiskamp 
is not only a generous Liberal, but an enthusiastic 
musical genius. His violin cost three thousand dol- 
lars, and it can make harmony, indeed. These allies 
of the world's progress are inspiring. 

Mr. F. D. Shelden and wife, of Salem, are of the old 
Quaker stock—and these make excellent radicals. 
The “inner light" when transformed into the glow of 
reason, becomes a noble torch of progress. Mr. Shel- 
den was once a preacher, but antislavery and reform 
brought-him to good, sound Secularism. He and his 
wife, and Mr. T. G. Rook, came twenty miles to hear 
the lectures, and I shall giv them a call on my re- 
turn, and lecture at their home, Salem, Iowa. I also 
expect to lecture at Burlington, Mt. Pleasant, Mon- 
trose, Nauvoo, etc., on my return. 

Mrs. Sarah McGaw, of Burlington; A. Crandall 
and W. J. Fisher, of Montrose, also joined our forces 
from a distance—good soldiers all, in the army of hu- 
manity. 

Mrs. E. L. Grevitt, H. T. Bradish, M. O. Warner, 
L. Matlas, and others, of Fort Madison, are those 
pleasant friends of progress that one delights to 
meet. 

So I left Fort Madison with high hopes and 
happy remembrance of its cordial welcome, and ex- 
pect to meet friends again on my return. 

I had to get up at half-past four in the morning 
and travel all day long to Kansas City until 10 p.m. 
Tuesday morning I am on my way to Belton, Mo. 


Here I find some good friends, too, and enjoyed my 


visit, and, as they want me to come again, I think I 
shall do so. I lectured on Sunday evening on “The 
New Heaven and Earth,” which was favorably re 
ceived. Some Christians were present, and asked a 
few questions, which were answered, I hope, to their 
satisfaction; but I find it hard work to make them 
stick to the point. They continually fly off into all 
sorts of irrelevant queries. They need training in 
logic. 

Mr. Del! Barker, C. J. Abbey, À. Hope, G. D. Hope, 
Frank Blair, Joe Carr, Charles Williams, James Cal- 
vert, L. M. Campbell, R. M. Johnson, D. C. Ide, and 


others make a good, live company forthis part of the. 


field, and will do service worthy of the cause. 

In order to make connections for Salina, etc., I had 
to take the midnight freight for Kansas City. It was 
three hours late, and I had to find & couch upon the 
floor until three o'clock, with a package of Free- 
thought books for my pillow. At three o'clock the 
train came along, and from Belton to Olathe I had a 
bit of a nap over its thundering wheels. Then I had 
to jump out and make a dive for an extra freight 
train. I had to put a package on one end of a car in 
motion, and the other on the other, and then make a 
leap for the platform, where I landed safely, and 
again slept, knowing that I was safe for Kansas City 
this time. But my troubles were not all over. The 


freight train left me with my luggage, about seventy- 


five pounds’ weight, a mile and a half from the sta- 
tion, not a hack, nor a horse car, nor any means of 
conveyance at hand ; only lines of rail, and looming 
freight trains and snorting engins. A saw-horse, I 
believe, would hav been better than nothing, but not 


| even that put in an appearance, nor any other vehicle. 


I almost wished that a procession of one hundred 
pirates would come along and do a little swearing, 
that I might say, Amen. It was the longest mile and 
ahalf I ever traversed. I could only go about a rod 
at a time, and then take a rest on my seventy-five 
pounds of luggage, like “ Patience on a monument.” 
There is lots of human nature in this world. A good 
fellow came along and gave me a lift for about half a 
mile. He wanted to know if I would do the same 


thing for him in New York city. I told him I cer- 
tainly would lug his baggage for him in New York 
city if he ever struck me there, and I hereby giv my 
note of hand that I will lug any unfortunate traveler's 
baggage a half mile, if Iam there, if he has to take 
his chances with a midnight freight. Well, I thought 
Iearned my grub that morning, and at the elegant 
passenger station of Kansas City I ate my breakfast 
with an appetite deeply cultivated by that early twi- 
light pilgrimage. 

Iam here at Brookville now. Arrived last even- 
ing, and lectured toa full house. I had to change 
dates, Brookville, Feb. 9th and 10th; Bavaria, 14th 
and 15th ; Salina, 11th, 12th, and 18th; Follen, 16th. 
I thus hav an eight days’ campaign laid out for me 
in this county, and, if last night's meeting is an indi- 
cation, there will be a most succesful advance move- 
ment. I find a splendid element here—enthusiastic 
Liberals. But more next week when the battle is 
fought and'won. I think I shall hav a good story to 
tell. On from here I go to Windom, Dodge City, 
and Garden City. I shall be at Greeley, Col., Feb. 
27th ; Longmont, March 2d; Denver, 6th and 13; 
and Boulder City, Central City, Canon City, and 
other places, I hope, while in Colorado, but arrange- 
ments are not yet made. I expect to be in San 
Diego, March 16th and 17th; Los Angeles, 20th, 
and 27th; Santa Anna and Santa Barbara between 
these dates; Tulare and Visalia about the 30th and 
81st; San Francisco and Oakland, April 4th and 
11th; and Sonoma, Stockton, Sacramento, and other 
places throughout California, until June 1st. I shall 
be in Portland, and other places in Oregon, in the 
month of June; in Washington Territory in July ; and 
about August 1st I expect to return Eastward by 
way of Baker City, Boise City, Butte City, Salt Lake 
City, etc. , 

Will friends be on the lookout and make arrange- 
ments for lectures wherever possible? Everything is 
bright so far, and our lines are rapidly forming. 

SamueL P. Purwam. 

Brookville, Kan., Feb. 10, 1887. f 

————————«$—$-4——————— 


California Letter. 


Dear Everenz: Your kind note is at hand, and I 
am glad to know that I am not forgotten by the 
editor of Tux Trura Szxexer, which, to my mind, is 
better than ever before. Those pictures are immense, 
and, by the way, tell Watson Heston that the very 
next time I send a letter to Tux Truru SEEKER office 
with money in it, there will be five dollars in it for 
him also, sure. He deserves it, and more, from every 
level-headed radical Liberal in the country, as noth- 
ing stirs up the gall of orthodoxy, and keeps the 
vital issues of Freethought before our people so ef-. 
fectivly as Watson Heston's cunning hand. 

You speak of a few letters giving a resume of the 
progress of Freethought and my observations and 
experience in Australia. 'These I will write with 
pleasure as soon as I can find the time to do so. I 
hav hardly had time to say, How are you? to the 
friends at home, before numerous letters pour in upon 
me desiring my presence in a half dozen places at 
once. Oh, that I were a holy ghost, that I might 
serve all at the seme time. But, alas! human limita- 
tions hedge me about on every hand. I hav this day 
received a letter from J. E. Clark, your agent and 
friend at Los Angeles, which has the ring of true 
metal in it, and I am glad to be called to Los Angeles, 
as I will hav the opportunity which I hav long de- 
sired, to meet our Brother Putnam, and wil do my 
best, John-the-Baptist-like, to open up the way for 
him in Los Angeles and San Bernardino counties 
during the months of February, March, and April. 

After seeing Brother Putnam I will be.better able 
to mark out my lecture tour of the eastern states, 
when I hope to take part in our next Liberal Con- 
gress, leaving San Jose about the first of May next. 

The friends at San Jose, Messrs. Schwartz, Magen- 
heimer, Parsons, Vinter, and others hav already taken 
up the matter of Brother Putnam's visit there, and 


‘will do all in their power to make it a grand sudéess. 


Our cause in California needs several such as our 
friend Putnam to thrust in the sickle of Freethought 
and enlarge the borders of mental liberty. And if 
this should meet his eye, I hope he will drop me a 
few lines, and he may be assured that anything that I 
ean do to assist him in our noble cause will be done 
with all my heart. 

The friends of Freethought in San Francisco and 
Stockton hav recently held rousing Paine celebra- 
tions. I am sorry I could not be present; for, as 
you know, if I hav a high admiration for any man, 
living or dead, Thomas Paine is that man. The 
fragrance of his life has furnished inspiration and 
unanswerable logic to the Ingersols, Remsburgs, 
Washburns, and Kelsos of our day. Let us build 
him & monument! Yes, build it higher every year in. 
the hearts of a libe:ty-loving people— 

Until all the world be lighted, 
And all true hearts united 
In Reason's righteous reign. 


Could Thomas Paine be here to day, he would lifts 


his warning voice not only against a fashionable andi 
effete orthodoxy and a Protestant Christianity which, 
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cae 


has lost all power to protest, but against Romanism, 
that most insidious foe to mental liberty which is at 
this moment fastening its hideous fangs into the 
vitals of our republic. 

I wish there were a thousand newspaper men in 
the United States like Frank Pixley, of the Argonaut 
of San Francisco, to drive in the blade of true 
democracy against the heartless assumptions of both 
of the rotten-hearted political parties of the day. 

What do these time-serving parties care for the 
perpetuation of our free institutions? Who, with 
half an eye, cannot see that little by little every 
feature of Americanism is being eliminated from the 
fair face of our republic? And never, so long aè I 
liv, will I east a vote in favor of any man who will 
pander to this Roman curse, be: he James G. Blaine 
or any other aspirant who bids for this cursed Cath- 
olic vote. No true American can wear the collar of 
this Catholic beast. Not that I hav aught against 
any foreigner as such, but I hateand fear the minions 
and virus of popery. What we need is a third great 
party, American in platform and principle, to lay 
hold on this scarlet woman, as well as her daughter, 
and save our country before the lovers of liberty are 
driven to violence and bloodshed. 

I hav also received some hearty and wholesome 
letters from Seattle, asking for another boost. I like 
those Seattle people and will crave their patience for 
a season, when I hope to look into their faces again. 
Father Crane, of Seattle, one of the stanch friends of 
Tue Trova SEEKER, and a real veteran in Freethought, 
writes a happy letter. Well, how could he help it, 
when, although he is about eighty -years of age, he 
has been and gone and got married again in his old 
age? But then I think he showed sound sense, for if 
any one needs a wife to comfort him and bless his 
home and setting sun, it is the aged man and woman, 
who need affectionate companionship in the failing, 
withering period of life. 

In looking over Tue Truru Seexer of January 
29th, my eye fell upon the obituary of M. P. Thurs- 
ton, of Burr Oak, Michigan, and my mind went back 
to the period some ten years since when our friend 
Thurston called me to hold a grove meeting a short 
distance from his beautiful rural home in Burr Oak, 
and his generous hospitality I hav enjoyed on several 
occasions during my canvass of Michigan. M. P. 
Thurston was one of natures noblemen—clear- 
headed, kind, and yet radical in his views, and a lover 
of truth for truth's own sake; and to hav him in the 
front of an audience was a fountain of inspiration, so 
full of sympathy was he in the expression of radical 
views against priesteraft and Bible superstition. 

Let our old friend rest from his labors and strug- 
gles for the right. Other hands will bear the burdens 
and minister to the cause of Freethought. But none 
can be more honest and sincere, or more true to our 
eause than was our friend and brother, Thurston, and 
the record of his life will long remain to mark the 
career of a consistent Freethinker and a good man. 

Dr. J. L. Yor. 

San Francisco, Cal., Feb. 4, 1887. ; 


oo 
The Liberal Club. 


It was a salubrious evening when the Manhattan 
Liberal Club held its 434th regular meeting, and no 
one could find an excuse for not attending. The 
hall was therefore full. Mr. Eckhard was present as 
usual. Mr. Jones, from the Spiritualists’ society, 
had pictures of Mrs. Druse, the Herkimer county 
lady who wound up an unpleasantness with her hus- 
band by shooting several large bullets into his person, 
cutting him up into sections, and cremating ,him in a 
small stove. Mr. Jones had petitions for the com- 
mutation of Mrs. Druse's death sentence. It is held 
that it would be indelicate to hang a woman of her 

'fine sensibilities and tender sympathies. Quite a 
number of persons signed the petition. 

In opening the meeting the Chair announced that 
it had connected itself editorially with a monthly 
magazine, copies of which were on the table, and 

. Mr. Erastus Dean would take subscriptions for the 
same. Then the Chair introduced the speaker of the 
evening, Col. Andrew H. H. Dawson, of Kentucky, 
an old-time member of the club. Colonel Dawson 
was warmly received as he laid his manuscript upon 
the desk. He has aged somewhat since a dozen 
years ago the writer, who had never heard much 
oratory, was first awed by the colonel’s eloquence, 
poured from the platform of the old meeting-room at 
Science Hall. But though he has grown older, age 
does not appear to hav materially withered him, 
nor has custom staled his infinit variety of gesticula- 
tion. Mr. Dawson’s subject was “Capital Punish- 
ment for Men and Women.” The custom of hanging, 
the speaker said, had a theological origin. Moses 
was the author of the /ex talionis—an eye for an eye 
and a life for a life. But people are losing confidence 
in Moses. We are finding that he was mistaken on 
various subjects. His geology is contradicted by the 
testimony of the strata, and the strata are the vox Dei. 
The theology of Moses is as questionable as his cos- 
mogony. The colonel objected to capital punish- 
ment because the law and those who administered 
it are liable to make mistakes and hang the wrong 


Lj 


person—an error which it is not within their power to 
rectify. The average jury is generally stupid, and 
the witnesses are worse. Besides dishonest witnesses, 
there are honest ones whose ignorance is even more 
fatal than rascality. 

To illustrate the liability of ignorant persons to 
misunderstand what they see and hear, the colonel 
told several stories. A boy got the names of Esau 
and Esop confused, and said that Esau wrote fables 
and sold the copyright for a bottle of potash. Bridg- 
et was requested to serve the tomatoes undressed, 
and, thinking the word “ undressed” applied to her- 
self, appeared en deshabille. An Irishman was told 
that his wine was “a nectar fit for the gods,” but in 
repeating the compliment to a friend declared that 
the beverage would make “a nectie for Jesus Christ.” 
A countryman witnessing the play of Othello, and be- 
coming exasperated by the Moors persistent de- 
mands on Desdemona for the handkerchief which he 
loved so well, arose in his seat and advised the actor 
to “blow his nose between his fingers, and go on with 
the play.” It was upon the testimony of persons like 
these, said the colonel, that human lives were taken. 
He would abolish capital punishment, but if there 
were those who still believed in the lea talionis of 
Moses, he was willing to hav a clause in the law that 
all the disciples of Moses should be hanged. 

There was a feeling that the speaker of the even- 
ing had been somewhat vague in fis remarks, so the 
Chair spent a few moments in pointing out the con- 
clusions which the colonel had omitted to draw from 
the premises laid down, and in showing in what man- 
ner the lecture bore upon the subject under discus- 
sion. Then Judge Groo, or Grove, was called upon 
for some remarks. The judge is an able jurist, and 
has been a candidate of the Prohibitionists for presi- 
dent or governor or some other minor office. . 

Judge Groo, or Grove, said he was glad the Chair 
had drawn some conclusions from the lecture, as he 
himself had been unable to effect such a result. 
He had no sympathy with the flings at Moses and the 
Bible. He did not think there was any disagreement 
between Moses and science, but believed that the 
scriptures told things about as they were. The 
judge's speech then became an exhortation in favor 
of the prohibition of the liquor traffic, to which sixty 
or seventy per cent of murders were ascribable. He 
opposed capital punishment. 

Mrs. Leonard denied the right of men to hang 
women. When men were on the jury, women were 
not tried by their peers. The influence of judicial 
excutions on prospectiv mothers made murderers of 
children before they were born. 

Dr. Weeks held that in hanging women under 
a law they had no hand in making we were 
traitors to a representativ form of government. 
Hanging did not deter from crime. It is on record 
that in England, when picking pockets was a capital 
offense, men were arrested for picking pockets while 
attending the execution of a criminal convicted of 
that offense. . 

Herr Oppenheimer wished to raise the question of 
the right of society to take life; also the question of 
moral responsibility and free will. Society, accord- 
ing to Karl Marx, has only the right to restrain and 
reform. 

Lawyer Chamberlain called attention to the fact 
that if a man assaults another man’s wife, the other 
man would be justified by public sentiment in killing 
him. If he abused his own wife in the same manner, 
the woman, having no other husband, would not 
be considered justifiable in becoming her own pro- 
tector. This applied in the case of Mrs. Druse. 

Colonel Dawson closed by saying that Mrs. Druse 
was inadequately defended. Important testimony 
was not introduced. Mrs. Druse was justified in the 
killing, and there were a good many other husbands 
who should be shot. He would hav the law offer re- 
wards for women who killed their brutal husbands. 
Women were angels ; men, as a rule, were brutes. 

At the next meeting (providence permitting) Herr 
Oppenheimer lectures on Karl Marx's doctrins. 

The writer should hav mentioned at the proper 
place that Miss Helen Gardener was present at the 
meeting of which an account has just been given. 
It was observed that Miss Gardener did not avail 
herself of the free admission extended by the club 
to Presbyterians and ladies. She was heard to say 
to the secretary that it was bad enough for women 
to be denied the right to vote or to be hanged, amd 
to be robbed of other legal prerogativs, without 
being classed with Presbyterians as deadheads. 

The absence of the scrap of rhyme with which 
this record often ends, promised herein from time to 
time, has been deplored by many friends. Likewise 
the absence from the floor, for some weeks past, of 
Captain Clark is being noted more and more, and 
made the subject of remark. The badge-pin man 
will therefore strive—if happily his muse consent — 
to keep the poet's flame alive, and thus avoid all 
discontent. And while the lamp holds out to burn, 
he trusts the captain may return. 


— o 


Sann to Taz Trurn SEEKER office for a catalog of 
the books we hav for sale. The catalog is free. 


Spiritual Photography. 
In the report of the Investigating Committee, pub- 


lished in Tue Truru Szxxer of August Tth, we stated 
that there was placed in our hands for examination 
one negativ bearing characteristics entirely different 
from the rest. 
been produced without the knowledge of the sitter, 
it was “the unanimous opinion of the committee that 
this negativ was produced from actual figures stand- 
ing near the sitter." 
the exposure, on February 2d, in Boston, of Mrs. 
Ross, the materializing medium, whom I understand 
to hav been the sitter in that negativ, as some evi- 
dence of the correctness of the conclusions which the 
committee reached. 


While all the others could easily hav 


I think I may reasonably claim 


Henry M. PanxnunsT, 
Brooklyn, Feb. 7, 1887. 


—————— 4999-9 9—————————— 
Answers to Inquirers. 
Bens. S. Hoxrz.—Pro-to-plásm. 
Gzo. X. Youne.—1. Most Christian ministers recognize 


that logically they cannot sustain their theology in debate. 
Fifty years ago they thought they could. Hence the old-time 
debates, and the present refusal by the preachers to discuss. 
Ina word, the reason is, they know more now than formerly. 
2. Travelers assure us that the Mohammedan women are a 


trifle more fanatical than Mohammedan men. It is the nature 
of women to be more intense in religious and other senti- 
mental matters than men. In doing good or bad, women go 
further than their brothers. 


W. J. Sxipmore.—The Rev. S. Baring-Gould is a devout 


English Churchman, and the author of several very learned 


works, to wit: ‘‘ Origin and Development of Religious Be- 
lief,” ** Legendary Lives of the Old Testament Characters,” 
** Lost and Hostil Gospels,” and ‘‘ Curious Myths of the Mid- 
dle Ages.” Our correspondent ‘‘ Antichrist” has made much 
use of ** Lost and Hostil Gospels” (836 pp., London, 1874). 
In 1878 Antichrist translated the ** Book of the Generation of 
Jesus” (“Sepher Toldoth Jeshu"), which was printed in 
Tue TauTER SEEKER, and issued in a pamphlet, price twenty 
cents. He called it the first English translation of that re- 
markable legend concerning a Jesus who was stoned and 
hanged for sorcery about 75 B.o. After it was published, he 
discovered that Baring-Gould had made an earlier translation 
of a part of the story, also a partial translation of another 
version of the same, accompanying both with copious com- 
ments, but admitting that there was a Jesus who practiced 
magic in Judea, who was outlawed for being a bastard, and 
who was stoned and hanged for sorcery a hundred years be- 
fore the time of Pontius Pilate. Mr. Gould furthermore ad- 
mits that the Talmud repeatedly refers to that Jesus, while 
it is entirely silent about any later one. And to prove the 
fact he translates all the passages from the Talmud relating 
to Jesus. Another significant admission by Baring-Gould is 
this at the outset of his book: ‘‘ It is somewhat remarkable 
that no contemporary or even early account of the life of our 
Lord exists, except from the pens of Christian writers. That 
we hav none by Roman or Greek writers is not, perhaps, to 
be wondered at; but it is singular that neither Philo, Jo- 
sephus, nor Justus of Tiberias should hav ever alluded to 
Christ, or to primitiv Christianity." ‘‘ Lost and Hostil Gos- 
pels” costs about $3 to import. 
—— 
A Boston Estimate of Sam Jones. 

Sam Jones is a cheap and comic version of the Rev. Jo- 
seph Cook, with a vulgar coarseness and an obtuseness of 
intellect wholly his own. In common with his popular 
prototype, he is windy, illogical, and intolerant. The man- 
ner in which he deals with things sacred is offensiv to every. 
refined and intelligent sentiment. Hie assumed positiv 
knowledge of the creator and the hereafter, and the blatant, 
gelf-confident manner in which he rants it forth, are simply 
ignorance made bold by encouragement. We are willing to 
concede the sincerity of Mr. Jones's motivs, and the reality 
of his religious fervor, but things sacred cannot be treated 
respectfully from & comic standpoint, and earnest, religious 
sentiment side by side with funny anecdote and low wit is 
out of place, to say the least. A cheap method of winning a 
cheap laugh is not a method by which a dignified knowledge 
of the higher life may be inculcated. Buffoonery is objec- 
tionable under any circumstances, but when it is brought to 
bear upon the subject of religion, it becomes unutterably 
offensiv.—Boston Evening Gazette. 

—————— — 9 e 

Siwox his return west, J. E. Remsburg has delivered twenty 
lectures in Missouri, and has now commenced work in Illi- 
nois. His appointments for this state are as follows : Carlin- 
ville, Thursday and Saturday, Feb. 17th and 19th; Litch- 
field, Friday, Feb. 18th; Girard, Sunday and Monday, Feb. 
20th and 91st; Strasburg, Tuesday and Wednesday, Feb. 
22d and 23d; Chrisman, Thursday, Feb. 24th; Minier, Fri- 
day, Saturday, Sunday, and Monday, Feb. 25th, 26th, 97th, 
and 28th; Waynesville, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, 
March 1st, 2d, and 3d; Quincy, Friday, March 4th; Bush- 
nell, Saturday and Sunday, March 5th and 6th; Kewanee, 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, March 7th, 8th. and 9th ; 
Lyndon, Thursday, March 10th ; Geneseo, Friday and Satur- 
day, March 11th and 12th. 

———— —9-4-9———————— 

Tux Philadelphia Presbytery has voted to strike out from 
the confession of faith the declaration that ‘‘the man may 
not marry any of his wife's kindred nearer im blood than he 
may of his own, nor the woman any of the husband's kin- 
dred nearer in blood than of her own." This rule could not 
hav been very well enforced, or Brooklyn’s chief Presbyterian 
ministerial harlequin would not hav his sister-in-law fora 
wife. 
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Communications. 


Ethics.* 


Life is a web. The under threads are as essential 
as the upper; indeed, they interchange momently, 
yet we call those under threads evil, and the upper, 
-good. Without the under the upper could not be. 
The under and the upper are the same thread. So in 
life. The highest exaltations of righteousness are the 
profoundest sins of which we are capable., When 
` Abraham stands ready to sacrifice Isaac, it is holy, in 
Judea; in Massachusetts, it is wicked. But that is 
because the Jews are a chosen people, and - Massa- 
chusetts is honeycombed with Infidelity. So the 
punishment of the innocent for the guilty is a single 
thread. When it occurs in a court of justice, it is on 
the under side of the cloth, and we call it detestable, 
even in erring humanity. When it occurs in the 
Christian scheme of salvation, it is on the upper side 
of the cloth, and we contemplate it with rapt ecstasy 


as the consummation of all holiness, even in deity.. 


But it is the same thread at the point where we de- 
test it as at the point where we worship it. 

This is one of the mysteries in apprehending 
which religion has the honor of having preceded 
philosophy. Several years ago, in reviewing Herbert 
Spencer's * Data.of Ethics,” I undertook to say that 
his gystem did not recognize the manifest duality in 
ethics ; $. e., that all things which are good in their 
primary effects are evil in their secondary effects, and 
vice versa, so that no one thing could be spoken of 
az good or evil in all its effects. Some of the little 
satellites that revolve around Herbert Spencer de- 
nounced my statement as one that prevented the 
happy nuptials being celebrated between Spencers 
ethics and Christian ethics. They do not seem te 
know that the sources of Christian ethics recognize 
this duality or conflict between antagonistic laws or 
contending ethical standards as fully as I did, and 
hence that to be in full harmony with Christian 
ethics, Spencer must also recognize it. 

Jesus says (1), “It must needs be that offenses 
come" No man could more plainly state that sin is 
a necessary outcome of the constitution of things, or 
in a scientific sense that all sinful acts are performed 
‘in obedience to a natural and, therefore, to a divine 
law. But (2) “woe unto him by whom the offense 
cometh.” Is not this duality? And Paul asks, But 
if through my lie the truth of God doth the more 
. abound unto his glory, why then am I accounted a 
sinner? Is not this ethical duality. If the truth of 
God abounds because of Paul’s lie, how is it that it 
can be a sinfor Paul to lie? He does not assert that 
his lie is or is not a sin. He only asserts the duality 
of ethical law. 

Again, in the Old Testament: “I send the light, 
and I control the darkness. I make good, and I 
create evil I, the Lord, do all these things.” In 
this theory of the duality of ethics, the Bible, though 
written ‘some years earlier than Spencer's “ Data of 
Ethics,” yet succeeds in bringing the discussion 
more nearly down to date. 

With this notion clearly before our minds, that all 
ethical movement, like all astronomical, molar, and 
molecular movement, is a movement in the mean be- 
tween two antagonistic attractions, or is a vibration 
between majority law or universal law, and minority 
law or particular law, we proceed to trace the method 
of ethical evolution of the race, as concerns, first, 
religion, Fia work, and finally science. 


Ethics. 
The Varying 
Standard, 


Ansptratiguz" 


Suppose pyramid A again to represent the whole 
body of what men now dead hav imagined, and B 
the whole body of what men now living hav ascer- 
tained. Between these run the lines of mutual influ- 


ence « and y, whose angles of inclination vary in any } 


two persons, and vary in the same person at different 
times. Out of these varying lines grows the pyra- 
mid, Ethical Belief, or the Moral Code of each man, 
and which evidently can never be the same for any 
two men. 

All men will concede that religion combines all 
that we don’t know, and science all that we do know. 
The ideas of religion consist essentially in (1) belief 
in God. (For this science substitutes a recognition 
of only the universe.) (2) Religion says God cre- 
ated the world. (Science says the world was never 
created.) (3) Religion says God will redeem the 
world from sin. (Science says redemption from sin 
is an impossible dream of visionaries.. Men will al- 
ways sin, and the redeemed will always keep it up 
nip and tuck in a scrub race with the unredeemed.) 
(4) Religion says the influence which does most to 


*By Van Buren Denstow. 


redeem the world is a belief in a future state of re- 
wards and punishments. (Science says the world has 
only been damned so far asit has been brought under 
the ascendency of priests. Witness the shipwreck of 
civilization for a thousand years, known as the Dark 
Ages.) From all this the world has been rescued by 
the labors of men who hav wrought as if this were 
the only world. we shall ever know, viz., for pleasure 
and for gain. 

Between these has arisen a system of ethics, which 
was a progressiv war in which religion has had a 
continually diminishing, and science or Atheism a 
continually increasing share. 

In the tenth century the ethical rule was that the 
pope, representing religion, was supreme over all 
thrones, codes, and consciences, could depose kings, 
absolve treaties, repeal laws, and that the clergy 
were exempt from all courts, penalties, and human 
laws. The Atheist should be burnt. 
The next stage in ethics required that the su- 
premacy of the pope be limited to spiritual things, 
and his punishments to those which acted on the 
soul’s welfare. But an Atheist should still be burnt. 
The third stage required that all men should hav the 
legal right to be Atheists, but in becoming Atheists 
they lost every other legal right except that of being 
an Atheist. The fourth stage restores to the Atheist 
his legal rights, but informs him that, of course, he 
will expect to b& considered a moral outcast. The 
fifth stage informs him that if he will listen to lec- 
tures on ethical culture, and say that he doesn’t know 
whether there is a God or not, but hopes there is one, 
he will be permitted to take part in the temperance 
work and prison reform associations. 

This. progress calls up the practical question, How 
much has a belief in God and the future life helped 
men toward an accurate knowledge of the nature of 
right and wrong, for instance, relativ to the funda- 
mental and primary question of the right of one per- 
son to kill another person? A few months ago a pious 
Episcopalian clergyman of Louisiana, enjoying a large 
experiential acquaintance with God, in each of his 
three forms of father, son, and holy ghost, an ac- 
quaintance which was hightened by a direct laying 
on of hands from the apostles down to himself, shot 
and killed a brother Episcopal clergyman, because 
the latter, in assisting a young lady to step down 
from a chair on which she had risen in the effort to 
reach high enough to put a book into a bookcase, 
had tendered his assistance in so direct a manner 
that the young lady had publicly stated among her 
friends that his conduct was such as to leave them to 
infer what they pleased. 

The Theist who did the shooting has never been 
tried, and probably never willbe. Why? Because 
it is a universal law of animal life, which has its be- 
ginning low down among the vertebrated animals, 
that the male animal who takes life in the interest of 
his exclusiv regard for the female, shall be deemed to 
hav obeyed the higher law. This law prevails among 
lions, tigers, cats, dogs, wolves, foxes, pirates, poli- 
ticians, Comanches, Basutos, clergymen, and all 
other vertebrate animals. It isn’t necessary among 
any of these animals that the female shall hav been 
injured in word or in thought. It is only necessary 
that the male animal should hav been enraged, even 
though he has manufactured in his own imagination 
the facts which hav produced his rage. Inasmuch 
as these are the principles which prevail among the 
vertebrated animals before the evolution of the notion 
of deity, and as they continue exactly the same after 
the notion of deity is developed, and the missionary 
fund rivals the internal revenue in its dimensions— 


|isn't it plain that this notion exercises no sort of in- 


fluence over our sense of the right or wrong of tak- 
ing life? 

If we analyze the cases in which the life of one man 
may still be lawfully taken by another, we will find 
them to be essentially the same as those for which 
one buffalo may kill another, with the consent of the 
balance of the herd, viz. : 

1. For interfering with the prerogativ or headship 
of a buffalo in authority. In the human herd we call 
this resisting lawful authority or legal process, or re- 
belling against the best government the sun ever 
shone upon, etc. 

2. For interfering with the stamping-ground or 
rights of property of buffalo No. 1. And so on. 

What, then, is the nature of the ethical evolution, 
Both in the individual and the race. It is largely a 
change from force to purchase, and from purchase to 
persuasion, as a means of obtaining what we want. 
Hence the primary agency in effecting the first 
change from force to purchase is money, or wealth, 
trade, exchange, and commerce. The chief agency in 
effecting the second is enlightenment or reason. 

In the low stage of productiv industry, the man 
who needs to influence the will of another has no 
other means of doing so than the tiger has, viz., to 
kill. But as mankind advance industrially, there 


arises a cheaper mode than to kill, or even than to co-. 


erce him—that is, to buy him. The real ability of 
men to avoid killing is in the proportion to their abil- 
ity to buy the services and cooperation of those whom 
they hav a desire to command. “Thou shalt not 


steal.” Why? Because, as industry emerges out of 
barbarism, it is cheaper to buy. 

But as society becomes more compact, and the 
moral sense more developed, we distinguish between 
commodities or services on the one hand, and con- 
duct on the other, and say it is lawful to buy the 
former but not the latter, especially if the conduct to 
be purchased relates to some public office or private 
trust. In respect to these we advance to the rule, 
“Thou shalt not buy,” but assert a new rule, Thou 
shalt instruct and persuade. 

In this evolution, what the people in any one stage 
of it style wrong is not something inherently, ab- 
stractly, and eternally wrong, but something made 
obsolete by an advance to a plan of. action which bas 
substituted a new mode of inducing action which pre- 
supposes a wider harmony of interests. 

In savage and barbaric life, and amidst the lower 
classes in civilized, life, if you cross a man’s purposes 
in any way, pay him less wages than he thinks his 
due, or even refuse him employment, or make the 
method of his work other than that he desires, he 
is ready to fightin some form, perhaps openly, perhaps 
secretly, with his fists, with a club, or by litigation in 
court ; but as he rises in the material scale, each $10,- 
000 he acquires diminishes his ferocity, smoothes 
his language, wipes out the anxious, contentious, an- 
gry wrinkles from his face, renders him more timid 
in contest and more courteous in his efforts to avoid 
it, until you get up to a man with whom contest is im- 
possible, on two grounds, viz., first, he can’t afford 
to fight with you; secondly, nobody can afford to 
fight with him. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
—— 9 +e — — — 


Christian Absurdities. 


There are stars so far distant that light, traveling 
at the rate of nearly 200,000 miles per second, would 
require thousands of years to reach the earth. Yet 
Christians, for hundreds of years, with knowledge de- 
rived directly from God, taught that these stars re- 
volved around the earth every twenty four hours. 
The velocity of a body revolving around the earth at 
such a distance would be inconceivable. If the stars 
were globes of solid cast stee!, such a rate of motion 
would reduce them to fragments in a moment. 

It is computed that the star Sirius is many hun- 
dred times larger than our sun. Think.of the incon- 
gruity of such a globe revolving around this little 
speck of earth. A mountain moved from its base by 
the attraction of a mole-hill would not involve a 
greater absurdity. But such was the interpretation 
of God’s holy word by an infallible church. If those 
who made such egregious blunders were guided by 
heavenly wisdom, is it not about time to discharge 
such blind guides and trust more to human intelli- 
gence? 

-It is always on the tongue of some Christian that 
Christianity is of more importance to the world than 
all else besides. This assertion has been rung in the 
ears of the people until the majority have come to be- 
lieve it without question. For twelve hundred years 
the world would not have been made worse if the church 
had been governed by. devils. During. that time it did 
nothing which proved a blessing to mankind. We 
are not yet free from the chains which the church 
forged during that period of time. 

The fear of hell as taught by the church has de- 
graded thousands, and bound the mind in worse 
chains than ever enslaved the body. The church, not 
content with putting a devil on the track of men to 
lure them into evil practices, has absolutely sent 
him into men to worry and torment them here, and 
then keep the fires uncomfortably hot down below. 

Ever since that little episode in the garden, it has 
been claimed that there were certain. beings and indi- 
viduals who had power over the devil. And yet ever 
since that event he has been dragging souls down to 
hell, contrary to the wishes of those who had power 
over him; and yet, in the language of Webster, he 
“ still lives." ; 

Somehow he has managed to elude the best efforts 
of all the saints, saviors, and gods, and still he seems 
to hold the winning ecards. In the Garden of Eden, 
God made him eat dust and crawl on his belly. Why 
didn't he come down on him with his squelcher ? 

At another time, God got to bantering with him 
about old Job, and they stood face to face, and yet 
God let him slip through his fingers again. If God 
was clothed with omnipotent power, and the works of 


‘the devil “ kindled his fierce wrath,” one would think 


that while he had the devil in hand he would have sat 
down upon him. Either God lacked the power, or 
else there is not the enmity between them that Chris- 
tians have represented. The * Old Fellow” and 
Christ have had à good many bouts, and although 
Christ could have made “ Old Sooty” get behind him 
and do just what he said, and although he knew that 
the devil would get ninety-nine out of every hundred 
of the souls which he was trying to save, yet some- 
how '*Old Splitfoot" seems to survive, and is still on 
the “ war path." 

Now if the devil can beat God and Christ, and all 
the holy saints and apostles, there is no use of & poor 
uncircumcised wretch like myself contending with 

* ) 
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him. Years ago I made up my mind to let him have 


his own way. I don’t call him any ugly names, and 


never make up ugly faces at him, and he don’t give 
me any trouble. 

Origen and Cyprian, and all the Christian fathers, 
bear testimony that the early Christians had power 
over the devil. They give the names of many who 
had power to cast out devils. Yet the church and 
the ministry have been fighting him ever since. Still 
he is among us, as rampant as ever. He must be a 
sly “ old coon,” indeed. - I think it is about. time for 
' the church and the ministry to stop trying to help 

God, and to leave off fighting the devil, and turn 
their attention to ssomething that will be of some 
benefit to the human race. mE 


Christianity has proved the most direful foe to 
republicanism. Somehow it turns out that true 
Christians make bad republicans. Many professed 
Christians may be good republicans, but in every 
such case the Christian has outgrown his religion. 
Republicanism is rooted in the love of liberty. One 
can scarcely find a Christian who will concede to 
others the right to differ from him in opinion. But 
the largest liberty consistent with the public good is 
the.very soul of republicanism. Even as learned a 
man as Martin Luther is known to have been was the 
most tyrannical and bigoted of mortals. While he 
- claimed the right to put his own interpretation upon 
‘the scriptures, and to differ from the church and the 
pope, he called upon the “flames of hell to devour” 
those who differed from him. Such a spirit of 
intolerance has served as the foundation for some of 
the most despotic governments which have ever 
cursed the world, and is inimical to a republican gov- 
ernment. : 

. Every true Liberal will strike for the right of ali 
men to the privileges which Luther claimed for him- 
self—freedom of the mind, freedom of speech, of the 
press, of schools, and a government untrammeled by 
sectarian influence. Had Luther conceded to every 
other man the rights which he claimed for himself 
and stuck for universal mental liberty, he would have 
stood without a peer as a reformer. i 

Let no one think the state is free as long as men 
are compelled to support a system of religion without 
their consent. It is as great an outrage for Liberals 
to be compelled to pay taxes on church property, and 
to pay chaplains, as it would be to compel Christians 
to contribute Freethought halls, and force them to 
defray the expenses of Liberal lecturers. Christians 
have no more right to force the Bible into the com- 
mon schools than the Liberals have the writings of 
Paine or Voltaire. The Christian has no rights 
under the Constitution above a doubting Atheist. 


If the state has a right to look after the morals of 
its subjects, I claim that it is bound to exclude the 
Bible from the schools on moral grounds. A book 
which sanctions the selling of tainted meat—the buy- 
ing and selling of human beings as chattels—which 
not only sanctions but commands wars of extermina- 
tion; which sanctions the indiscriminate murder of 
men, women, and children, the ripping up of women 
alive, aud the eating of one's own children, should be 
excluded from the common schools on the ground 
that such teaching has a tendency to corrupt the 
morals of the young. 

To attempt to push such a book into the schools 
on the ground of inspiration does not help the matter 
one mite. I cannot prove that Byron and Pope and 
Burns were'not inspired, but I do know that they 
have written some poetry which, in my judgment, 
' would make a very improper book to put into the 
schools. Whether the Bible is inspired or not, one 
'. thing is certain, the devil could not have written 
‘anythiag worse than can be found in some parts 

of it. 

Our schools are instinctively associated with the 
idea of progress; but Christianity is a standstill 
religion. God is perfect, and this perfect God is the 
author of the scriptures. They, too, must be perfect, 
and consequently cannot have the spirit of progress 
in them. Therefore neither the scriptures nor the 

‘religion based upon them has any place in our com- 
mon schools. i 

When the most convincing evidence is adduced to 
prove that man has come up by slow degrees from a 
savage state, and, therefore, that the story of the fall 
of man has no foundation in fact, the Christian insists 
‘that somehow science has made a blunder, because 
there is God’s word to the contrary. And thus it is 
the Christian can never move out of his tracks; he 
cannot take any step in advance. If he were con- 
fronted with every demonstration of science, the old 
snake story, or some other story equally absurd, if 
found in the Bible, would outweigh them all. For 
the advancement of the race, for the good of man- 
kind, the slimy worms of superstition should no 
longer be allowed to crawl through the chamber of 
the human mind. 

When the Christian is confronted with the fact that 

. there have been many saviors, some of them crucified 
for thé sins of the world many centuries before the 


birth of Christ, and that the incidents in the life of 


Christ correspond almost exactly with those of the 
Indian savior Christna, he winks like an owl and de- 


clares that the historian is an enemy of God, and fit 
only for the companionship of devils. 

When sciences demonstrates that the Mosaic ac- 
count of creation cannot be true, the Christian replies 
that whatever contradicts God’s holy word is of the 
devil, and that he will not be dragged down to hell 
because the devil assumes the garb of a teacher of 
science. Such is the consequence of faith in so-called 
sacred writings, and such the fate of those who allow 
ee to be entangled in the meshes of supersti- 

ion. 

A short time ago Christians believed in and taught 
infant damnation. I wonder if God has suffered to 
any great extent, or if the dangers of hell have been 
increased since they stopped teaching that horrible 
doctrine? The eause of humanity has certainly been 
promoted. Who can calculate the advantages to the 
human race when the minds of men shall be entirely 
freed from the withering blight of God-made books! 

. The ignorance of Bible writers. crops out on nearly 
every page. Hence science and civilization can only 
advance as confidence in the Bible, as the divine 
word of God, is broken up. A belief in the Bible as 
emanating from the throne of God has turned men 
into savages, and hedged up the way to human 
progress, and will ever act as a brake on the advanc- 
ing wheels of civilization. 

Many Liberals are talking a great deal about “ re- 
construction” and “ building up." “Let: me say, once 
for all, that nothing permanent can ever be “built 
up” until the rubbish of Bible superstitions sre 
cleared.away. The temple of “universal. mental lib- 
erty" must have the everlasting bed-rock of scientific 
truth for its foundation. Jonn Peor. 

— er 


Reminiscence. . 


When my child (a daughter) was seven years old, 
my husband was killed on the New York Central Rail- 
road, by an accident caused by the penuriousness of the 
company—I ought perhaps to say, the criminality of 
‘the officers of the road. A switchman who had been em- 
ployed by the company for a number of years, at the 
meager wages of seventy-five cents per day, struck, 
and demanded one dollar. It was refused, and the 
switchman discharged. A foreigner, I do not know 
his nationality, whether English or Irish, no matter— 
he was an ignorant man, who had landed in the 
country the week before—was employed in place of 
the discharged switchman. My husband was an en- 
gineer, and at that time ran the * lightning-express." 
At the station where the accident occurred this train 
never stopped. The whistle was sounded to announce 
the approach of the train. The new man, in his con- 
fusion, probably waking from sleep, thought he must 
do something, so turned over the switch, letting the 
moving train into a freight train standing on a side 
track, and in a moment my husband was dead. Mr. 
Colman was buried from Corinthian Hall, Rochester, 
N. Y., where we then resided, Andrew Jackson Davis 
officiating at the funeral. I was at that time a Spirit- 
ualist. I had given up the church, more because of 
its complicity with slavery than from a full under- 
standing of the foolishness of its creeds. ‘The Uni- 
versalist and Unitarian churches were offered for the 
funeral, but I did not accept the use of them. I was 
no longer in sympathy with any church. My hus- 
band had belonged to the Odd Fellows’ Association, 
in Boston, but the lodge to which he belonged had 
disbanded. 

However, the Odd Fellows of Rochester voted to 
attend the funeral in a body, and take charge of 
the same when it should leave the hall. I consented 
to this arrangement, only requesting that they would 
omit the prayer. 
public prayer. - 

I shall, in course of this autobiography, giv a chap- 
ter upon Spiritualism, as it came to me, and I think 
if those of my friends read it who hav accused me of 
not studying its philosophy and examining its phe- 
nomena, they will acknowledge their mistake; but 
for the present I hav something to say of the great 
Central Railroad corporation, and here a little of 
* woman's wrongs" wil be admissible. 'I waited & 
suitable time, expecting some one of the officers of 
the road would call to see me, not doubting they 
would expect to do all that money could do to pay 
for their criminality. They had run extra trains (the 
funeral was held on Sunday) from Albany east, and 
Buffalo and Niagara Falls west, giving free fare to 
all who wished to attend the funeral. It was com- 
puted that five hundred people went away from 
Corinthian Hall, not being able to gain an entrance. 
The hallseated fifteen hundred. Every possible spot 
was filled ; thus much honor was paid to the memory 
of the murdered man, and the railroad company paid 
the expenses. But a large funeral would not support 
a family, and Mr. Colman left only a home, and that 
mortgaged. 

As. they had sent messages of condolence and 
sympathy, and freely paid the funeral expenses, I 
supposed they would be ready to do more. At last, 
tired with waiting, I made a journey to a city where 
the superintendent of that division resided, called at 
his office, was told he was not in. I then went to 
his house; he was expected home to dine at his usual 


I had at that time fully outgrown 


hour. I determined to stay until he should arrive- 
It was late in the afternoon when he came, and after 
being informed by the servant that a woman was 
waiting to see him, he came into the room and 
graciously informed me that he never did business at 
home; but I concluded to stay right there till he 
should hear what I had come that distance to say. 
He finally asked me if I had had dinner, and in his 
great condescension said I would -be welcome to dine 
with them. 


At length my persistency overcame his determina- 


tion not to talk business, and this was the final word: 
“The corporation acknowledges no indebtedness. 
person who works for an incorporated company be- 
comes one of the company, and consequently can 
claim no damages. This the Court of Appeals has just 
decided. Mrs. Colman, we hav done more for you 
than we hav ever done for any other person situated 
as you are. To pay damages to our employees would 
be a bad precedent. We paid the funeral expenses, 
and some of the officers attended the funeral. 
do you not see, Mrs. Colman, that we hav no right to 
take the company's money, and giv to you? We hav 
| in this company widows and orphans, and we must 
not take what their money earns and giv it away.” 
This man had common sense, strange as it may seem, 
and was a shining light in the Episcopal church in 


A 


And 


that city ; and, more than all else, he had caused the 
experienced switchman’s discharge, putting in his 


place the ignorant foreigner to save twenty-five cents 


a day. Within the next six weeks I consulted nine 
different lawyers, some of them the best in the state, 
all of them agreeing that any or all juries would giv 
the damages demanded, and all of them also gave as 
their opinion that I would never get one cent. Like 
Dickens’s poor Mrs. Plite in the “Circumlocation 
Court" (Court of Chancery), the trial would never be 
called, but always be put off to another time. 

I now asked the company to giv me employment in 
some of their offices, mentioning a ticket office. The 
official raised his hands in respectable horror, and 
said: “ Mrs. Colman, you wouldn't put yourself in 
such a publie position, such an exposed situation ? 
You hav a little daughter; she might feel degraded 
by her mother taking a position in a public office. 
Can't you take boarders? We could send you 
twenty-five of our laborers next week.” 

A little girl would be in no danger of being de- 
graded by her mother cooking for twenty-five Irish- 
men employed in digging on the railroad, and cer- 
tainly she (the mother) would hav to keep pretty 
close to her man-appointed sphere. I was not, how- 
ever, ready yet for the boarders. I called on the post. 
master, and said: * You hav opened a window in the of- 
fice for ladies; will you not giv me the place as clerk ?" 
*T wish I could,” said the gentleman, “but I dare not 
make the innovation.” Not entirely discouraged, I 
next went to a printing-office, which had advertised 
for boys to learn to set type, and said, “ Would you 
giv me such place?” “No; a printing-office is no 
place for a woman.” This was forty years ago. To- 
dey we hav women in post-offices, ticket-offices, and 
printing-offices. This was a time of "woman's 
wrongs.” Has she conquered ‘all her rights? Not 
till she makes, or helps to make, the laws by which 
she is governed. : Lvov N. Corman. 

Syracuse, Feb. 1, 287. 
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A Full-Grown God Needed for that Job. 


This little anecdote of the big Charleston earthquake has 
been repeated with great gusto by a good many story-tellers 
since that terrific shake-up, but hasn't yet got into print— 
“too awfully blasphemous, ye know.” But it's good 
enough to save, just the same ; and here it is: 

When the earth was rumbling and the heavens were over- 
cast, and all the elements filled with fearful portents, just 
like the pleasing Biblical pictures of an omnipotent God’s 
grand wind-up of his never-ceasing mercies to miserable 
man, preparatory to pluuging said miserable man into per- 
petual hell-fire, there to merrily sizzle through eternity—in 
short, when every superstitious creature in Charleston was 
scared into a sudden belief that the end of the world was at 
hand, & venerable colored man, more than one hundred years 
old, bent and gnarled in body, his face twisted into countless 
furrows, and the few remaining tufts of wool on his shiny 
old pate turned whiter than snow, fell on his knees right in 
the middle of one of the main streets (at least the wicked 
Charleston wag who started the story says so), and lifted up 
his toothless gums in prayer, thus : 

“O Lawd Gawd, my deah massar, save yo’ ole an’ faithful 
suvvant in dis his’s yhour ob need! Come down, Lawd 
Gawd A'mighty! Come down! Come down! An’ be 
mighty quick bout it! Der ain't no time ter linger; come 
down yheah straight an’ suddent!, I want ye right now! 
Come to wunst, O Lawd, an’ no waitin’ nor haltin’ by de 
wayside. I got to hev ye, I got to hev ye!” [Just at this 
point there was a quake of increased violence, and the al- 
ready terror-stricken old man shrieked still more frantically]: 
“ An’, O Lawd Gawd, come down you'self; come down in 
pusson! I want you,O Lawd! Doan’ sen’ dat son o' yourn. 
Come down you'self! Dis yere ain't no kind o' a job fer a 
boy to fool aroun’.” 

e 

Ir is reported in Boston that an elderly citizen of that 
town who was induced to try the toboggan slide, and is laid 
up with a broken leg in consequence, wrote to Sam Jones; 
** Go for tobog. in your next sermon. It's just h—l!” 
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“ The Truth of History." 

The neighboring article by Col R. G. Ingersoll 
upon “The Truth of History ”—which we print in the 
most prominent shape possible to our types—will, we 
trust, prove sufficient to relieve the editor from an- 
swering further queries concerning the distinguished 
writers mental health. Though perhaps unneces- 
sary, we request Freethought journals in England 
and the colonies togiv the article a wide circulation— 
not because the absurd rumors deserve refutation, but 
because there are many sincere friends of Mr. Inger- 
soll credulous enough to be pained by them. 

1 — — —— 


The Indian Problem. 


The wordy warfare over the Umatilla reservation 
Indian school, between the Roman Catholic arch- 
bishop of Oregon and Indian Agent Coffey and the 
Indian commissioners, has finally been brought to a 
close for the present. The archbishop gets the worst 
of it practically, for his tools hav not been reinstated 
in the school. 

The correspondence in the Oregonian develops the 
fact that Agent Coffey had to obtain the indorsement 
of the Catholic authorities before he could obtain he 
appointment, and the removal of the sisters and the 
priest by the agent was regarded by the archbishop 
asanact of treachery. In his opinion, by the policy of 
the government which parceled out the schools to the 
sects, he owned the school and the agent was as 
much his servant as themeunest priest in his diocese. 

The Indian policy of the United States government 
is a stupendous failure. The religious schools are 
valueless, if we judge by the results. One of our 
friends, living on the ground, says that no improve- 
ment in the character of the Indians is perceptible. 
Should the churches really civilize the Indians, they 
would destroy the source of large revenues, and this 
they will not do. The civilization the red man re- 
ceives at the hands of the church is just sufficient to 
make him a Christian—and no one requires to be 
told that such civilization need not be of an exalted 
grade. Á 

Horace Greeley used to say, in the days when the 
financial question was pressing for solution, that the 
way to resume was to resume. So with the Indians 
—the way to civilize them is to place them among 
civilized surroundings. As long as Indians are 
allowed to hav guns, ponies, and practically unlim- 
ited range, they will remain nomads. Surroundings, 
climate, and habits of life are all-powerful influences 
to mold the character of races. A few years ago, 
when there was talk of annexing Santo Domingo, 
Colonel Ingersoll objected. “You might go there,” 
said he, * with five thousand Congregational preach- 
ers, five thousand ruling elders, five thousand pro- 
fessors in colleges, five thousand of the solid men of 
Boston and their wives; settle them all in Santo 
Domingo, and you will see the second generation 
riding upon a mule, bareback, no shoes, a grapevine 
bridle, hair sticking out at the top of their sombreros, 


on Sunday.” If such degeneration might be expected 
of New Englanders, because of climate alone, can we 
expect a lot of impracticable teachers of falsehoods to 
civilize an Indian with a gun in his hand, a horse 
under him, and unlimited range for his nomadic pro- 
pensities? Industrious, intelligent white men, under 
the present reservation system, would degenerate 
into vagabonds in a few decades, as many hav 
already done. 

Preachers and churches are all of no use in the set- 
tlement of the Indian problem. In the first place, 
the government has not the slightest shadow of right 
to make the sects a present of large sums of money 
annually, thousands of acres of land, and a whole 
race of people for their preachers to practice upon. 
The government has no more right to establish relig- 
ion in the territories and upon reservations than it 
has to establish a state church for the states. To the 
Indians given to the Catholics is taught Catholicism ; 
the Methodists teach Methodism, the Presbyterians 
teach Calvinism—think of civilizing an Indian by 
teaching him effectual calling, justification, adoption, 
sanctification, and the perseverance of the saints!— 
the Baptists teach the important difference between 
open and close eommunion, sprinkling and total im- 
mersion—all at the expense of the government. 
Where is the warrant for this useless expenditure of 
money? It surely is not found in the Constitution, 
which prohibits the giving to the churches of a cent 
of public money for any purpose whatever. 

The only practicable and effectiv way to civilize 
Indians is to make them see the necessity of procur- 
ing homes. An Indian will never build a home till 
forced to. He must be disarmed, allowed to select 
land from vacant territory—as much as he.can utilize 
—and then left to his own exertions, for, until hunger 
drives him, an Indian will not work. If this policy 
were pursued for ten or twenty years, instead of 
wasting more money annually upon the churches 
than would be used in boarding Indians at the Fifth 
Avenue Hotel, the Indian problem would be in a fair 
way toward solution. They might become farmers, 
raising sufficient to support themselvs, but they never 
will become civilized by learning the miraculous birth 
of Jesus Christ. Their education can very safely be 
left to the common schools. What is good enough 
for the white population on the frontier is good 


‘enough for any Indian. 


If the “noble red man” is used justly by the gov- 
ernment, treated like a man and not like a child to 
be humored ; if the agents can be kept from steal- 
ing from him, and the churches from robbing the 
government under the pretense of civilizing him— 
then Indian wars would not be necessary, and such 
rows as this one on the Umatilla reservation—so dis- 
graceful for our government—would be impossible. 
The United States hav got very much the worst of 
their unauthorized bargain with the churches, and 
the contract should be promptly. broken. 

——— el 
Temperance or Free Liquor. 


The saying that “politics makes strange bedfel- 
lows” is, in the current vernacular, a chestnut. It 
is, however, à sound one. In the last presidential 
campaign it seemed odd to see the candidate from 
the land of Puritanism cheek-by-jowl with Roman- 
ists, and expecting to make his election sure by their 
votes. Another curious spectacle was the indorse- 


ment (probably sympathetic) by clergymen of a candi- |. 


date who owned to breaking the seventh command- 
ment. Another seeming incongruity was presented 
in politics. during our last local election, when Free- 
thinkers were working for the success of a man who 
promised, if elected, to enforce the Sunday laws. 
But the greatest apparent anomaly is the present 
joining of forces in this state by the Prohibitionists 
and the liquor dealers. 

-The excise commissioners of New York are desirous 
of reducing the number of liquor saloons in this city, 
and of raising the character of such as shall remain. 
There are at present some ten thousand saloons dis- 
pensing liquid poison on Manhattan Island. The 
excise commissioners are of the opinion that half this 
number is quite sufficient for the welfare of the city. 
They hav, accordingly, increased the price of a 
license for places that sell what is known as “hard” 
liquor to $200, or nearly three times the former 
price. At the same time they allow a man to sell 
beer and light wine by annually paying thirty dol- 
lars. Every one knows that much drinking of 


with a rooster under each arm, going to a cock-fight | whisky and kindred liquors leads to drunkenness and 


disease, while light, pure wines and beer are com- 
parativly harmless. Recognizing these facts, the ex- 
cise commissioners hav undertaken, in the most 
practical way, to reduce intemperance in New York. 

The liquor dealers oppose this action strenuously. 
A great proportion of their number cannot afford to 
pay $200 per year for their licenses, with the proba- 
bility staring them in the face that the commissioners 
will still further increase the price if $200 should not 
prove exorbitant enough to drive the low groggeries 
out of existence. They recognize that a large number 
of them must seek other means of livelihood. The 
Christian Prohibitionists profess to desire the ex- 
termination of. saloons. If we giv them credit for 
sincerity in their professions, any recognition of 
their possessing common sense must be withheld. 
Without discussing whether in Maine and Kansas 
and other prohibitory states Prohibition is effectual 
(upon which there are diverse opinions), it may be 
safely asserted that Prohibition will not serve to pre- 
vent liquor drinking in New York city. We hav now 
a stringent law against selling liquor on Sunday, but 
even during the few days in the year when great 
efforts are made to enforce it, a bibulous New 
Yorker can walk from the Battery to Harlem, and 
obtain a drink upon nearly every block. The present 
condition of affairs—low license and unlimited op- 
portunity to sell—is what the liquor dealers enjoy 
and the Prohibitionists deplore. 

Yet at Albany, where the forces opposed to the ex- 
cise commissioners hav centered, are seen Mr. Gib- 
bons, president of the State Liquor Dealers’ Associa- 
tion of New York, and Mary A. Bizunday, president 
of the Woman’s Temperance Union of Ohio, working 
heartily and unitedly to kill the bill for high license ! 
Mr. Gibbons is working from a business standpoint, 
Mrs. Bizunday from a sentimental one. Business 
and sentiment in the liquor traffic never can agree. 
If Mr. Gibbons is level-headed, Mrs. Bizunday is 
wrong. He desires a free chance to sell whisky ; she 
would drive the whisky seller out of the trade. Their 
purposes are as wide apart as possible, and one of 
them must be wasting a great amount of energy and 
money. Which it is we leave for the people of com- 
mon sense, conversant with the facts, to determin. 

——— — A a —— — 
Co-operativ Sehemes. 

We are in receipt of several inquiries relativ to the 
cooperativ schemes on Puget Sound, and on Topolo- 
bampo bay, in Sinaloa, Mexico. l 

Of the Puget Sound enterprise we know nothing 
except what we learn from the letters of the secre- 
tary, published in this paper some time since. We 
advise people to go slow in joining that or any 
other colony, though we would not insinuate aught 
against it. ; 

The Topolobampo bay colony is a pretentious en- 
terprise. The bay is a good one. The land around 
it is fertil. The climate is warm. Those are the ad- 
vantages. But there is no wood, and water has to be 
brought from islands. Ultimately, the coóperativ 
city will be supplied with water from the mountains 
thirty miles away. But it takes a long time and 
much money to construct a thirty-mile aqueduct. - 
There are no railroad facilities. Mr. Owens dg under 
contract with the Mexican government to build a 
railroad within ten years—but ten years is a good. 
while, and it requires many hard Mexican dollars to 
build railroads. The land is good for but one crop 
per year—that is, during the wet season. With irriga- 
tion, doubtless, vegetables and fruits can be grown at 
all times, but irrigation requires water, and the aque- 
duct is not yet built. 

There are now over three hundred persons upon 
the ground, colonists from all parts of the country. 
They were forced to provide and take with them 
everything they would require for a year’s sojourn— 
food, clothes, tools, ete. Mr. A. K. Owens, the head 
of the enterprise, has now issued the following order, 
in the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa of February 8th: 

** Sinaloa, during 1887, is no place for women, children, aged 
persons, persons not in vigorous health, and persons not having 
money to meet the expenses of going and staying there. ] urge 
again that only the physically strong and the financially ca- 
pable take the lead; and I wish to say positivly, that there 
are now upon our lands and en route for Topolobampo all, if 
not more, persons than we can possibly employ before next 
fall. J therefere order that no persons start for Topolobampo 
without written permission from me, and that those who actin 
violation of this instruction will forfeit every right of a eol. 


onist, and will not find employment, food, shelter, assistance 
or protection at our settlements.” 


Mr. and Mrs. Howland, the editors of the Credit 
^ 
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Foncier, who had announced their early departure for 
Sinaloa, and packed their goods, are ordered to un- 
pack, and continue the publication of the paper at a 
safe distance from the seat of war. 

This order by Mr. Owens is a conclusiv answer, for 
the present at least, to all inquirers. Do not think of 
joining the colony for a year. And perhaps it will be 
the part of prudence to wait till the aqueduct is built, 
the railroad well under way, and a few of the advan- 
tages of civilized life obtainable, before selling out 
and giving all you hav to an enterprise that may re- 
sult disastrously. It is easy to lay out a city on paper, 
but a much more difficult task to convert the Mexi- 
can state of Sinaloa into a paradise that must sup- 
port many thousands of colonists. 

ao 
A Judge Exceeding His Powers. 

The newspapers state that in Ogden, Utah, the 
other day, Judge Henderson asked a Dane who ap- 
plied for naturalization papers whether he believed 
in polygamy. The Dane replied that polygamy was 
a law of God. The Dane's son, who had also applied 
to be naturalized, returned substantially the same 
answer to the question. Papers were refused them. 

We should like to know where a judge obtains 
authority for prying into a man’s religious belief be- 
fore granting naturalization papers. As well might 
the judge ask him if he believes in transubstantiation 
or the trinity. 

They are dangerous precedents, these judicial 
inquisitions, and they are becoming too common. 
When a man commits bigamy is time enough to sub- 


. ject him to penalties. 
— eo 


Editorial Notes. 


S. P. Purnam’s brilliant lecture upon ** The New God,” 
which has afforded TuE TRUTH SEEKER Correspondents so 
wide a field for criticism and approval, is now issued in a 
very neat pamphlet of thirty-four pages, selling for ten cents. 


Tur March number of the Popular Science Monthly will 
contain a portrait of the late Professor E. L. Youmans, en- 
graved on steel by Schlecht. The likeness is considered 
remarkably vivid, while. the execution of the work. is much 
süperior to ordinary book-plates. 


A RELIGIOUS paper of this city calis the new theology of the 
Andover professors “‘ private views,” ‘‘free thoughts,” and 
“(mere speculations.” We should like to know what the old 
theology is but ‘‘ mere speculation?" Does anybody hold 
that our current theology is an exact science, demonstrated 
as clearly as mathematics? If so, where is the demonstra- 
tion, and why does not the world accept it as implicitly aa it 
does that two and two make four? 


A WRITER iu a religious journal says, * It would be worth 
the while of skeptics to reflect that the two deepest thinkers 
among contemporary poets, Robert Browning and Alfred Ten- 
nyson, are believers.” We disagree with the remark.. Brown- 
ing is a mystical stringer together of words, the value of whose 
laboriously constructed sentences has to be sought by dili- 
gent study, and when found is not worth the search. Tenny- 
son, when he could write poetry, was & broad man. Since 
his intellect weakened. sufficiently to enable him to write 
“ Locksley Hall Sixty Years After" we suppose he could 

. accept Christianity gracefully. 


Says the Catholic Review: “There is no longer a school 
question for Catholics. It is closed. The door of discussion, 
which was slightly ajar prior to 1884, was closed, locked, 
bolted, and barred by the Plenary Council held in that year, 
which directed that Christian schools should be maintained 
by all the parishes in the United States, not” prevented by 
extreme poverty from carrying them on. That decree is law 
for priests and people." There is, however, a school ques- 
tion for the rest of the people, and that is to see that the 
school funds raised by taxation are never divided between 
the public and the parochial schools. And there is another 
school question for Freethinkers, which is to remove the 
present religious exercises from the public schools. Why 
should a Freethinker be obliged to spend half an evening re- 
moving from the mind of his child the effects of the half 
hour's religious training the youngster has had in the morn- 
ing? Yet this is just what Freethinkers in this city hav to 
do, notwithstanding the order of the state superintendent of 
education that religious exercises should be excluded from 
the schools. It is an infamous outrage upon our rights. 

We printed recently the amount given to the various relig- 
ious institutions of this city from the regular appropriations. 
The total was but little less than a million and a-half dollars. 
The following institutions collectivly receive additional per 
month from forty to fifty thousand dollars from the excise 
funds. The grant from the excise funds for the third quarter 
of 1886 has just been published. The institutions receiving 
the money are the Institution of Mercy, St. Joseph's Asylum, 
St. Stephen's Home for Children, Mission of the Immaculate 
Virgin, Missionary Sisters’ Third Order of St. Fr ancis, Asso- 
ciation for the Benefit of Colored Orphans, St. James's Home, 
Association for Befriending Children and Young Girls, St. 
Ann’s Home, American Female Guardian Society and Home 
for the Friendless, Asylum of St. Vincent de Paul, St. 


$ 


Agatha Home for Children, St. Michael's Home, Hebrew 


Sheltering Guardian Society, Ladies’ Deborah Nursery and 


Child’s Protectory. The total amount for the quarter was 
$132.911.92. This is about the usual amount of spoils 
quarterly divided among the sectarian thieves, and brings 
the total annual booty.of the various churches to over two 


millions of dollars. 
; a a 9 ge 


The Truth of History. 


Thousands of Christians have asked: How was 
it possible for Christ and his apostles to deceive the 
people of Jerusalem? How came the miracles to be 
believed? Who had the impudence to say that 
lepers had been cleansed, and that the dead had been 
raised? How could such impostors have escaped ex- 
posure? 

I ask: How did Mohammed deceive the people of 
Mecca? How has the Catholic church imposed upon 
millions of people? Who can account for the success 
of falsehood ? 

Millions of people are directly interested in the 
false. They live by lying. To deceive is the busi- 
ness of their lives. Truth is a cripple; lies have 
wings. ` It is almost impossible to overtake, and kill, 
and. bury a lie. If you do, some one will erect a 
monument over the grave, and the-lie is born again 
as an epitaph. Let me give you a case in point. 

A few days ago the Matlock Register, a paper pub- 
lished in England, printed the following: 

** CONVERSION OF THE AROH ATHEIST. 
* Mr. Isaac Loveland, of Shoreham, desires us to insert 


the following : 
> ** t GROYE-ROAD, St. Jonn’s Woon, 
Lospow, Nov. 27, 1880. 


« ‘Dear Mz. LovELAND: A day or two since I received 
from Mr. Hine the exhilarating intelligence that through his 
lectures on the ‘Identity of the British Nation with Lost 
Israel,” in Canada and the United States, that Col. Bob 
Ingersoll, the -arch Atheist, has been converted to Christian- 
ity, and has joined the Episcopalian church. Praise the 
Lord!!! Five thousand of his followers have been won for 
Christ through Mr. Hine's grand mission work, the other 
side of the Atlantic. The colonel’s cousin, the Rev. Mr. 
Ingersoll, wrote to Mr. Hine soon after he began lecturing in 
America, informing him that his lectures had made a great 
impression on the colonel and other Atheists. I noted it at 
the time in the Messenger. Bradlaugh will yet be converted; 
his brother has been, and has joined a British Israel Identity 
Association. This is progress, and shows what an energetic, 
determined man (like Mr. Hine) who is earnest in his faith 
can do. Very faithfully yours, H. Hopson Ruse.” 

How can we account for an article like that? Who 
made up this story?) Who had the impudence 
to publish it? 

Asa matter of fact, I never saw Mr. Hine, never 
heard of him until this extract was received by 
me in the month of December. I never read a word 
about the “Identity of Lost Israel with the British 
Nation.” It is a question in which I never had, and 
never expect to have, the slightest possible interest. 

Nothing can be more preposterous than that the 
Englishman, in whose veins can be found the blood 
of the Saxon, the Dane, the Norman, the Pict, the 
Scot, and the Celt, is the descendant of * Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob." The English language does not 
bear the remotest resemblance to the Hebrew, and 
yet it is claimed by the Reverend Hodson Rugg 
that not only myself, but five thousand other Athe- 
ists, were converted by the Rev. Mr. Hine, because 
of his theory that Englishmen and Americans are 
simply Jews in disguise. 

This letter, in my judgment, was published to be 
used by missionaries in China, Japan, India, and 
Africa. 

If stories like this can be circulated about a living 
man, what may we not expect concerning the dead 
who have opposed the church? 

Countless falsehoods have been circulated about all 
the opponents of superstition. Whoever attacks the 
popular falsehoods of his time will find that a lie de- 
fends itself by telling other lies. Nothing is so pro- 
lific, nothing can so multiply itself, nothing can lay 
and hatch as many eggs, as a good, healthy, religious 
lie. : 

And nothing is more wonderful than the credulity 
of the believers in the supernatural. They feel 
under a kind of obligation to believe everything in 
favor of their religion, or against any form of what 
they are pleased to call “ Infidelity.” 

The old falsehoods about Voltaire, Paine, Hume, 
Julian, Diderot, and hundreds of others grow green 
every Spring. They are answered; they are demon- 
strated to be without the slightest foundation; but 
they rarely die. And when one does die there seems 
to be a kind of Cesarian operation, so that in each 


undergo, if necessary, a like operation, leaving an- 
other child, and sometimes two. 

There are thousands and thousands of tongues 
ready to repeat what the owners know to be false, 
and these lies area part of the stock in trade, the 
valuable assets, of superstition. No church can 
afford to throw its property away. To admit that 
these stories are false now, is to admit that the 
church has been busy lying for hundreds of years, 
and it is also to admit that the word of the church is 
not and cannot be taken as evidence of any fact. 

A few years ago, I had a little controversy with 
the editor of the New York Observer, the Rev. Ire- 
neus Prime (who is now supposed to be in heaven 
enjoying the bliss of seeing Infidels in hell), as to 
whether Thomas Paine recanted his religious opin- 
ions. I offered to deposit a thousand dollars for the 
benefit of a charity, if the reverend doctor would 
substantiate the charge that Paine recanted. I 
forced the New York Observer to admit that Paine 
did not recant, and compelled that paper to say that 
“Thomas Paine died a blaspheming Infidel.” ` 

A few months afterward an English paper was 
sent to me—a religious paper—and in that paper was 
a statement to the effect that the editor of the New 
York Observer had claimed that Paine recanted; that 
I had offered to give a thousand dollars to any char- 
ity that Mr. Prime might select, if he would estab- 
lish the fact that Paine did recant; and that so over- 
whelming was the testimony brought forward by Mr. 
Prime that I admitted that Paine did recant, and 
paid the thousand dollars. 

This is another instance of what might be called 
the truth of history. 

I wrote to the editor of that paper, telling the 
exact facts, and offering him advertising rates to 
publish the denial, and in addition stated that if he 
would send me a copy of his paper with the denial, I 
would send him twenty-five dollars for his trouble. 
I received no reply, and the lie is in all probability 
still on its travels, going from Sunday-school to 
Sunday-school, from pulpit to pulpit, from hypocrite 
to savage—that is to say, from missionary to Hotten- 
tot-—without the slightest evidence of fatigue—fresh 
and strong, and in its cheeks the roses and lilies of 
perfect health. 

Some person, expecting to add another gem to his 
crown of glory, put in circulation the story that one 
of my daughters had joined the Presbyterian church 
—a story without the slightest foundation—and 
although denied a hundred times, it is still being 
printed and circulated for the edification of the faith- 
ful. Every few days I receive some letter of inquiry 
as to this charge, and I have industriously denied it 
for years, but up to the present time it shows no 
signs of death—not even of weakness. 

Another religious gentleman put in print the 
charge that my son, having been raised in the atmos- 
phere of Infidelity, had become insane and died in 
an asylum. Notwithstanding the fact that I never 
had a son, the story still goes right on, and is re- 
peated day after day without the semblance of a 
blush. 

"Now, if all this is done while I am alive and well, 
and while I have all the facilities of our century for 
spreading the denials, what will be done after my lips 
are closed? 

The mendacity of superstition is almost enough to 
make a man believe in the supernatural. 

And so I might go on for a hundred columns. 
Billions of falsehoods have been told, and there are 
trillions yet to come. The doctrines of Malthus 
have nothing to do with this particular kind of repro: 
duction. 

“And there are also many other falsehoods which 
the church has told, the which if they should be 
written every one, I suppose that even the world 
itself could not contain the books that should be 
written." R. G. INGERSOLL. 

er 

W. F. Jamieson, on his tour through Nebraska, has had 
crowded houses, and is re-engaged to deliver other courses 
of lectures on his return trip to Colorado. Address ut 
Minden, Neb. 

ee 

L. K. Wasusurn intends making a lecturing tour west 
through the states of New York andi Ohio, and is desirous of 
entering into correspondence with Liberal societies and with 
individual Freethinkers who can and will prepare the way 
for him to speak. We hav heard Mr. Washburn severa 
times, and can personally guarantee the quality of his 
oratory. On or off the platform he is one of the best men iu 


instance, although the mother dies, the child lives to | the world. Address him at Revere, Mass, 
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Letters from friends. 


: CARLISLE, Pa., Jan. 25, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: Find herewith $1. The abominable illustra- 
tions sent out weekly in your paper are almost equal to an 
emetic to me, but I take the paper for sensible articles and 
** Gems of Thought.” The terrible strain Mr. Heston makes 
to be smart I’m afraid will hasten his departure from the 
world, and I would advise him to strain no more. 
Respectfully, M. Bunozss. 


x 


CHARLESTON, ILL., Jan. 29, 1887. 

Mz. Epiror: Dr. Charles McGrew is trying to organize an 
investigating society here, to investigate all religious denom- 
inations and see which is the best to liv up to. He has 
asked several church-members and ministers to join it. The 
answer by the ministers is: * I don't want to investigate. I 
know all I want to know." How wise they are—too wise to 
liv on earth! J. B. Dazey. 


Mop Fars, N. Y., Jan. 81, 1887. 
Mz. Enrror: Why will you persist in that dreadful ‘‘ bob- 
tailed” spelling of ** hav," “giv,” and “liv.” Giv it up, 
friend Macdonald ; you cannot revolutionize the established 
orthography so far as these three small words are concerned, 
and your regders will never take kindly to a system that givs 
an unfinished appearance to their best thought. Let your 

readers vote on it! D. Lovis Boner. 


Dusty, Ind., Jan. 18, 1887. 
Mz. Eprrog : I like the general character of Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER well, but the pictures—what shall I say? Well, they 
sre repulsiv in general to look at, and hav & very unpleasant 
effect. For instance, take Noah and his family eating 
worms, bugs, and lice. Such a scene is enough to nauseate 
the stomach of a dog. When you think of it, your victuals 
won't taste good. If you go a-fishing with such bait, you 

will catch nothing but tadpoles: Mitton THORNBURGE. 


Dayton, Ind., Jan. 30, 1887. 
Mr. Epiror: To say that I am astonished and surprised at 
the bold and outright hits and assaults you continue to make 
in battling divine revelation of the Christian persuasion is a 
mere begging of terms, and insufficient to express my con- 
gratulations in regard to the great good you are bringing 
about in the cause of Freethought. If your illustrated jour- 
nal of Freethought does not do wonders in its field of labor, 
and bring to its office a large patronage, it will only be due 
to the stupidity and lack of appreciation by the civilized 

world. i C. 8. GRAFT. 


Barton, FLA., Jan. 28, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: Following on the heels of the destruction of 
my business by Knights of Labor Christian bigots, came 
impaired health, resulting in a lung difficulty, and therefore 
hied I to the land of flowers. It is not only that, but while 
it has the loveliest climate—so far, at least—I ever saw, yet 
it is dyed in superstition. When I get a little stronger, I 
will write a long letter descriptiv of what I hav seen in Flor- 
ida. I write this to ask the readers of Taz TRUTH SEEKER in 
this section to giv me their address, so I can call on them or 

write. A. C. EVERETT. 


BurraLo, N. Y., Jan. 21, 1887. 

Mr. Eprrong: Inclosed you will find $11 for subscriptions. 
You are doing a noble work in behalf of the mind-enslaved 

. portion of humanity, and it is the earnest wish of the writer 
that you may not weary in well doing. 

Friend Bradford's ‘‘ righteous indignationis just to the 
point, and I trust that our Liberal friends will x the 
editor's heart with prompt remittances. 

Will not some of our Liberal friends, whose communica- 
tions are always interesting, be more liberal in their criti- 
cismsof each other? Sometimes in-reading these the thought 
forces itself upon us that the term Liberal is slightly ** out of 
joint.” L. E. JORDAN. 


Nowpa, ILL., Jan. 4, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: I do not think Tue TRUTH SEEKER adds any 
strength or influence to its usefulness by advocating the 
Anarchist side of the free speech question. If I injure. your 
character or your business by the use of free speech, I make 
myself liable to an action at law, which is all wrong accord- 
ing to your theory. No; free speech is not designed to in- 
jure another. Hence I fail to see the point you attempt to 
make. But I do not intend to stop my paper in consequence. 
Long may Tue TaurH SEEKER wave, is my wish. 
Yours, J. E. BEOKLEY. 
[If Mr. Beckley, or an Anarchist, injures any person by his 
speech, then should he be liable. And when he, or any one 
else, shows that the speeches of the Chicago Anarchists 
killed the policemen, or led to the killing, then Puly we advo- 
cate their punishment.—Ep. T. S.J 


BRADFORD, PA., Feb. 5, 287. 

Mz. Epnrrog: Charles Watts has just completed a lecture 
tour through Pennsylvania. We gave him a call on short 
notice and had a good company of Freethinkers out to hear 
him, while the clergy and their faithful followers were very 
shy. They were afraid that their miraculous religion would 
be held up to the gaze of the people. 

We think Thomas Jefferson said truly that the Christian 
religion should be classed with other superstitions. 

We expect C. B. Reynolds here the 20th of this month. 
We want to show the people what Secularism really teaches, 
and that what is known and can be demonstrated is of more 
use to men and women than their supposed supernatualism. 
When the people become educated, then we can get a crowd 
to hear a Secular lecture. I see in this week's issue of Tux 


TRUTH SEEKER that my old friend and neighbor, J. L. Brooks, 
of Portville, N. Y., is a Spiritualist. How he is, and Iam 
not, I cannot understand. We hav lived in the same locality, 
breathed the same kind of air, and attended generally all the 
publie mediums that hav professed to know about spirits. 
After & full and careful investigation I hav reached the 
conclusion that Spiritualism is untrue and has no scientific 
basis. I am yet ready to be convinced, and I would like 
friend Brooks to tell me what made him a Spiritualist, and if 
it can be demonstrated before a body of scientific men. 
C. J. Curtis. 


CRITTENDEN, Ariz., Jan. 15, 1887. 

Mr. EprróR: Each number of Tur TRUTH SEEKER is 80 
good, and so much better than its predecessor, and the car- 
toons are improving so and hit so near the center, that I do 
not know how to get along without it. But, more than that, 
your splendid defense of the rights of free speech from both 
foes within as well as without prompts me to make an extra 
effort to sustain you, so please find $2 inclosed. Promptly 
discontinue at expiration, as it is quite possible I may hav 
gone over the range by that time. 

I also inclose a tribute that was read at the grave of little 
Ida Linder, a bright, precocious child of Freethinking par- 
ents, who objected to priestly burial.. An appeal was made 
to a Freethought friend on his way to the funeral, and was 
prepared upon the spur of the momeat, and, as usual, the 
incomparable Ingersoll was drafted upon. F. A. Lamont. 


Frrenps: We stand at the grave of one whose morn of life had 
hardly commenced ere the evening of death claimed her. 

“í Life is a narrow vale between the cold and barren peaks of two 
eternities. We strive in vain to look beyond the hights. We cry 
aloud, and the only answer is the echo of our wailing cry. From 
the voiceless lips of the unreplying dead there comes no word; but 
in the night of death hope sees a star and listening love can hear 
the rustle of a wing.” 

The little one has fallen into a dreamless sleep. 

The grand law of evolution that sits enthroned on the material, 
mental, and moral world is ever unfolding for the better. 

While we mingle our tears of sympathy with the bitter tears of 
the bereaved parents, we may hope that if there is a future life the 
pure spirit of the little one will progress toward a grander and 
nobler life. 

Nature is always wiser than man. We bow to the inevitable. 
Let us do our duty here and the star of hope we may hav always. 

Adieu, little one! May the fadeless glory of the morn be ever 
thine! 


Pasley, OR., Jan. 19, 1887. 

Mr. Eprroz: Inclosed please find a check for $40.90, for 
which send, first, fifty copies of your valuable paper, and the 
remainder in tracts for promiscuous distribution. 

There has been organized here a Sunday-school that pre- 
tends to be Protestant to all outward appearances, but which 
under the guise of Protestantism issues Sunday-school cards 
that are unmistakably Catholic in creed. 

And to successfully cope with the machinery of supersti- 
tion, and return ‘“‘ railing for railing,” the Liberals of this 
place hav organized a Liberal League, with the following 
officers: George C. Duncan, president; Jerome Gaylord, 
treasurer ; and George W. Hayes, secretary. 

We further request of you that you send us a copy of the 
constitution and by-laws of the American Secular Union, and 
necessary instructions whereby we may become a part and 
be known as a factor in the grand cause of Liberalism, and 
as laborers for the promotion of truth and morality. 

Although occupying an isolated position, and having no 
means of communication but a weekly mail to keep pace 
with the Liberal advancement of the age, still we hav banded 
ourselvs together for the purpose of mutually assisting to 
advance the cause of Liberalism. 

This village has been the scene of many hotly-contested 
encounters between Satan (truth) and preachers ôf different 
denominations; but, thanks to precept and the widespread 
prevalence of common sense, the encounters so far hav 
proved the truth of the adage that ‘‘ time and skill will 
couch the blind.” 

We hav neither church nor jail, hav never had a serious 
disturbance in the place, although dances and gatherings for 
amusement.are frequent. 

Liberalism is in the ascendant, and for friendship or 
sociability we challenge the coast, and, from an impartial 
standpoint, would challenge any orthodox village of eñual 
size in the world. 

But with all this, these Christian fathers shout, ‘‘ Heretic!” 
and seek by every device to reform the '' heathen,” though 
we are neither roughs nor rowdies. They try to prcach 
Christ to us, and him crucified, and thus purge Paisley. We 
hav hitherto listened and passed unheeded their slurs and 
insults, heard them cry till hoarse that “ Infidelity and crime 
walked hand in hand,” and that our boasted Liberality 
meant the unbridled sway of passions, but we now '* war, 
ceaseless war, declare," and will try issue with them in the 
arena of truth and enlightened reason. 

They seek by falsehsod to create the impression that it is a 
contest between the scum of the saloon and the Sabbath- 
school, when Liberalism is supported and encouraged by the 
most influential citizens of the place, both men and women. 

Yours for the cause of Liberalism, 
Grorce W. Hayes, Sec. 


New York, Feb. 4, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: I wish to giv your readers a few of my ideas. 
First, take the land question. I consider it quite unnecessary 
to insist on nationalizing all the land, as Henry George 
teaches, and thereby disturb needlessly the minds of mill- 
ions of title-holders. All the good desired by his doctrin 
will be reached by taxing the ground only, and exempt all 
and every improvement thereon, of any kind whatever. This 
would touch and disturb only the speculators in lands and 
lots, concerning which we are all agreed that this class is a 
curse. The tax would then fall heavier on unproductiv 
land and vacant lots than now. Such holders would either 


build on the lots and cultivate the land, or sell it, and proba- 
bly much more of it than now would be sold for taxes. This 
is my remedy. With the exception of the speculators, all 
other title-holders could and would support this plan. I 
voted for George, but since I learned that he is opposed to 
any income tax, I dropped him, because I consider a graded 
or progressiv income tax the most just tax, borne the easiest, 
and only by those best able to pay it, and exempting all the 
poor class. This tax would be worth more for the majority 
than all else. As it is now, the poor pay proportionately 
more in taxes than the rich, even if the latter honestly paid 
his personal taxes; but as now he evades and dodges even 
them. If these two ideas or principles on taxation were put 
forward, I cannot but believe that soon.a majority of voters 
could be obtained for it. This would prevent excessiv ac- 
cumulation of land and wealth to a few persons only. Now 
is the time, the best chance to revise the constitution, and 
agitate. - s 

Now, another subject is the 287 E.M., or E.8. I would ask 
these advocates, Is man not older? or is science older? 
I was asked to see and read the articles on ‘‘ Chronology ” in 
the Encyclopedia Britannica, and I will do the same, and ask 
whoever has a chance of access to that work to see and read 
that article, and I predict that whoever is able to read with 
understanding and profit will find that any new era, except 
it commence counting from the earliest known time, would 
be only a curse. This year of 287 will not date ‘‘a.p.” No, 
no! but has taken it nevertheless for its foundation. 

FreD Kozzrix. 


CHARLOTTE HARBOR, FLA., Jan. 29, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron : I notice much fun is being made in different 
ways of faith cures, and laying on of hands, etc. Now, 
while I believe there is much evil results caused by overwork- 
jog all things, mentally, morally, physically, or spiritually, still 
I believe there is good in all things, and everything should be 
worked or used according to its ability and usefulness. 
Now, while so many utterly ignore all things spiritual, and 
others pitying them ignore everything materialistic, I should 
like you to publish the following cures done by myself, while 
the people yet liv who hav been cured. I will only speak of 
three, although I hav cured many more; in fact, never miss 
8 case where faith is strong. 

Case No. 1, at Fort Bassinger, Fla. I was teaching & 
small school. One of my little scholars, Mr. Rauluson's 
boy, aged nearly six years, was bitten by a large stub-tailed, 
cotton-mouthed moccasin snake. The child swelled from 
the foot to the crown of his head. I preached here as well 
as taught. They sent for me. When I got there the little 
fellow was so much swelled that his skin was nearly burst- 
ing, and he was beginning to turn black. Some spots on 
him were nearly as large as my hand. I used some simple 
remedies, but kept rubbing him gently with my hands. My 
simple work and their great faith cured the child the fourth 
day. 

Case No. 2, at Fort Bassinger. 
cancer on the side of her nose. It affected her eye and 
whole side of her face. She was old, having grown chil- 
dren, and when she wished me to cure the cancer, I confess 
my faith was weak. I had business at Sanford, Fla. I con- 
sulted Dr. ; who said it was no use. He had burnt 
them out with lunar caustic, but on the side or anywhere 
about the bridge of the nose they could not. be cured. I re- 
turned to Bassinger, and after consulting tbe inner man long 
and earnestly, I finally got faith. I used some simple rem- 
edy. Itand our faith did make her whole. The cancer was 
gone, and the place where it had been showed no scar. I 
was greatly surprised, as it was done so quickly. 

Case No. 8 is here, and a negro woman. I was teaching a 
little negro school, when one day, about four weeks ago, an 
old darkey known as Parson Joe came running to the school- 
house and told me Aunt Ann had broke her leg right off, 
and wanted me to go and see her. Itookapiece of sack and 
the coal-oil can, and put out for the field. I found the leg 
broken off below the knee. Itook some splinters and bound 
the leg tight, poured plenty of oil on it, and told her she 
could walk on it again in three days from that day, and she 
did it, and is now as well as ever. 

Now, all this can be proven. I don’t wish to see medicin 
thrown away. Neither would I wish to see faith given up. 
My belief is that simple medicin and great faith are better 
than strong medicin and weak faith, for the mind truly has 
much to do in making the person. Let us do all the good 
we can, each in our own way. None of us is perfect. 
There are many of to-day who ought to hav Jesus’s story of 
the mote and beam retold to them, and heed it. 

Yours for truth in all its forms, Rev. 8. B. HurLBUT. 


Mrs. Chandlier had a 


Lx Roy, Kan., Jan. 24, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: A teacher of fair qualification, in 1887, while 
endeavoring to make the arithmetical rule of subtraction 
plain, called my attention to the “bottom principle of the 
rule,” to wit, take nought from nought, and nought remains; 
and I hav pondered over that “ bottom principle” for fifty 
years, and am now totally unable to seize, to grasp, to com- 
prehend nothing ; ergo, am forced to pronounce it raw ma- 
terial, too intensely intangible for practical purposes. That 
teacher taught me also that before anything—material—was, 
a something in the form of a man existed, filling all space, 
inclosing all power, possessing all wisdom, and I hav striven 
to comprehend, to analyze this problem, but for space to 
exist without a material boundary is as impossible for me to 
comprehend as ‘‘ was the before" anything existed. He 
taught me also that this ‘‘form of a man,” enthroned in 
* boundless space” by the exercise of his “will power,” 
instantaneously developed, in all its beauty, loveliness, per- 
fection, vastness, and sublimity, the ‘‘ material universe,” 
and though time has passed since the exercise of that 
‘t power ” that the whole cycle of numbers cannot measure, 
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yet its loveliness, beauty, sublimity, and grandeur show no 
change, nor has there been even one diminutiv star added 
thereto, or, in fact, taken therefrom. Then I must conclude, 
a priori, that that “form of a man,” like the unfading ama- 
ranth, expanded to the remotest bounds of the universe, and 
now as- '‘ before time was” reveals no space wherein to locate 
a loathsome hell or an incomprehensible, intangible heaven, 
but overwhelms every observer by its inexpressible sublim- 
ity. Then, ho! every being possessing the ‘‘form of a 
man,” come, come! and see and know the possible, the in- 
evitable, the incontrovertible conclusion of this grand prob- 
lem, to wit, if that ‘‘form of à man” was omnipotent, om- 
. niscient, and filled to its most remote bounds the incompre- 
hensible universe, you individually constitute the elements 
and collectivly compose that something possessing the ‘‘form 
of man ;” ergo, if that ‘it’ was the personification of all 
good—and that “it” was, we hav the voluntary testimony of 
all those possessing the **form of man,” from the moment of 
the grand, glorious, infinit expansion—then what hav you 
to care for but the never-ending to-day? ‘You are the god. 
If possible, continue the illustrations, and nail to the fore- 
mast-head of the grand old Truru SEEKER the sunlit fiag on 
whose folds are inscribed the unalterable, the unchanging 
demands of all intelligent people, and under that flag may 
you place every ocean, sea, and bog, and enter every terres- 
trial home. A. V. COFFIN. 


SAORAMENTO, CAL., Jan. 15, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: As I promised you, please find inclosed a 
draft for.twenty dollars, which use as directed. 

Mr. Editor, I did not expect you would publish my last 
letter, but I am not sorry you did. Since you hav done so, 
allow me to say a few words more. Where are we drifting ? 
Look at Boston, Chicago, San Francisco. See how the 
devils are acting. Yes, devils in human shape, tearing up 
railroads, and playing the devil generally. What is to be- 
come of the country if such things are permitted to go on the 
way they hav been going for the past few years? The only 
way that I can see to: prevent these things is to hav a little 
judicious hanging. If that will not.prevent this devilment 
that has been going on along back, then I don’t know what 
wil. In the name of heaven, what good does all this mischief 
do the laboring classes? It looks very much to me like the 
man who killed the goose that laid the golden egg.* It doeg 
more harm than good to the laboring classes. Are the peo. 
ple so foolish as to suppose that capitalists are going to build 
railroads, factories, and other things for the fun of seeing 
them torn to pieces or burnt up? How long will it be, if 
things go on in this way, before capital will be driven from 
the country? The way to hav good times is to make capital 
secure. I would rather hav ten enterprising capitalists in the 
town where I am than a thousand labor strikers. Why? 


because we laborers can’t do anything without capitalists, or. 


money, to do it with. I am a laboring man myself. I hav 
worked for a living ever since I was large enough to work 
dam nearly seventy-three years old), and I never saw a day 
that I could not find something to do at some price. If 
I could not get my own price I would do the next best thing 
until I could find something better, and this advice I would 
giv to all laborers, Do the best you can for yourself and mind 
your own business, and Jet other people’s business alone. 
Many a one has made a fortune in that way, but no one ever 
made any thing in the other but the contempt of every honest 
man. 

Mr. Editor, in my opinion the people owe it to themselvs 
to vindicate their right to citizenship, their right to possess 
property, and their right to use it lawfully as they please, 
if they hav to stamp out all strikes and strikers until they 
stop their nefarious work of all kinds. N. D. Goopz11. 


MoMrmrvirre, TENN., Feb. 1, 1887. 

Dear TaorH.SEEKER: I like your name, but one of the 
greatest mysteries I hav ever met with is, that you can 
hardly find two people on earth that agree in every thing as 
to what is truth? But here is another mystery about as 
Our never-ceasing bickerings, and jealousies, and 
these differences of opinion. If I prefer a 
pen and ink to write with, is thata just cause 
the road to 


great: 
quarrels about 
pencil, and you 
for animosity? If I feel sure that I am going 
heaven, 
or you to hate me? If there is a great future, as some of us 
think, the difference that will be made between us there will 
not be so much on account of our differences of opinion as 
on account of the difference of our affections. It will be 
whether we hav loved one another and done good, or hav we 
hated each other and done evil? Having been in the church 
or out of it will not be brought up in the trial at all. If 
there isa God, as some of us believe, he don't want our bread 
and meat and potatoes; he wants us to love and help each 
other. 

Editor of Tne Truru BEEKER, if Ishould advance some 
ideas different from some I see in THE TRUTH SEEKER, don’t 
think I hate you or any of your correspondents. I love you 
all, as I love my own soul. But one thing I am afraid of: 
that you will not publish what I write, and then I will hav 
nothing for my time and trouble. But I will write once and 
gee what will become of my offspring. And let me begin with 
“u Q. W. B.," Portland, Oregon. He says he is “not much of 
& Jesus man." ld s 
seems to me it might stir him up a little. If he is right about 
Jesus and the great future, Iam as safe as he is ; but if Iam 
‘right, can he say his condition is as good as mine? But the 
fact of my faith about Jesus, as I hav already intimated, is 
a small matter. I must love my fellow-man, anc treat him 
as I would like him to treat me. 

My dear Brother Bowman says, 
was when he was korn.” 


u T wonder how old Christ 


and you to hell, hav I any reason to hate you for it, | 


Well, here is one thing I would say, and it |. 


Suppose that the eternal came to earth and took upon bim a 
human form, and that human form was what was called the 
humanity. Then I would ask Mr. Bowman to answer his 
question himself. He would say that the humanity of Jesus 
was about as old as any of the rest of us were when we were 
born. But the divinity, who will tell us how old he was? 

That Jesus Christ was thus God and man is proven posi- 
tivly from the fact that he loved, and pitied, and suffered 
like a man, yet raised the dead, cured diseases, and in a mo- 
ment quelled the violence of the storm like a God. 

Brother Bowman asks ‘‘whether if Jesus Christ should walk 
into Trinity church, in New York, with his old clothes on, 
he would be welcome." But I would ask, What has that to 
do with the Bible, or Christ, or Christianity ? 

And if there is ‘‘ a young preacher out West that has prom- 
ised to iarry five young ladies," does that prove Christ to 
be an impostor, and God to be a myth? As well might we 
say that one spurious coin proves all coins to be valueless. Tt 
is exceedingly humiliating to see so much of self and the love 
of the world in our preachers and the churches of the pres- 
ent day. But then Iam often forced to ask my own heart, 
Am I any better? While we are condemning others, it might 
be well to heed Christ's admonition, ** Cast first the beam 
out of thine own eye, and then shalt thou see clearly to pull 
the mote off thy brother’s eye.” . 

He says further that ‘‘ the Bible was made for impostors to 
preach and fools to believe." 

A man who can say that says: 

1. That he has never read the Bible with care and thought, 
for if he had he could see wisdom in that book that he can 
never find anywhere else. 

2. That he has never read history, except it is Infidel his- 
tory, for if he had he would know that a large majority of 
the wisest men that hav lived for the last eighteen and one- 
half centuries were strong believers in Christ and the Bible of 
Christ. 

It shocks me to hear him speak of being ‘‘ washed in the 
blood of the pig." Christ is called a lamb because he was 
clean and innocent. His blood was shed for us; he died for us. 
But by the blood of Christ is meant truth. Oh, that we could 
all see the truth! To see the truth, love it, and obey it, is the 
way to heaven. Oh, that all truth seekers might find it! 

Do you tell Brother Bowman that when we get to heaven, 
if there are two saints for every harp, it will be all right, for 
no one would like to be playing on his harp all the time; for 
while half are playing, the others will put in their time la- 
menting their lost brothers. 

He says: “ Everybody will be going to heaven pretty soon, 
for hell will soon be full.” 

Hell may be a bigger place than we think, as we havn't 
been there yet to see how big it is. 

A great deal of what Brother Bowman says is merely *' rid- 
jculing of sacred things.” I wish I could see him and join 
with him in prayer. But if he says there is no God to pray 

to, I will ask him to tell me something about his origin. He 
did not make himself. He was dependent at first for his 
existence on some power other than himself, and he must be 
dependent for the continuation of his existence on the same 
power that made him. 

Dear Editor, your “‘ slight disagreement” is a wonder to 
me. You seem to forget, or not to hav noticed, two things : 
i. That ag a general thing all animals are afraid of man. 2. 
That when God spoke to Adam, man had not sinned. A vast 
change must hav taken place after that event. 

And the ‘mockery of faith ” is another wonder. But I 
‘will keep back what I hav to say on this subject for another 
article, provided you publish this and send me a copy. 

Yours in love, yours in the very kindest of feelings, 
J. R. HAGGARD. 


SPRINGFIELD, ILL., Jan. 26, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: I hav been an Infidel or Liberal for fifteen 
years; a subscriber to Taz TRUTH Sxexer for one year; and 
am a member of the Secular Union. I hav read with inter- 
est the various communications from different Liberals with 
due deference and respect for all my fellows, of whatever 
shade of belief. i 

I desire to express my humble opinion. First, I am very 
&orry to read the special notice or dun for money owing to 
our paper, Taz Trura Berker. Such things destroy that 
confidence we.should hav in one another, & confidence which 
is the only true standard of brotherly love and friendship. 
When » Freethinker or Liberal cannot, by reason of circum- 
stances, pay for his paper, let him come right out like a man 
and say so. Then let us put things in a shape so that those 
who are able will be induced (and, surely, they ought to be 
willing) to contribute to the deficiency, and without trying 
to make a show of our generosity either. 

Another thing I am very much pained to read in our paper 
is, that a set of men supposed to be consistent and reasonably 
well informed, if not a little more intelligent than those who 
hav traveled through life in the old ruts of superstition, 
should think that Freethought means to be free to think and 
concoct crime of any sort, or free to try to overturn any 
system of civil law—no matter by whom enacted—that is a 
reasonable protection to humanity, without putting some- 
thing better in its place. I now refer to Anarchism. When 
the telegraph flashed the news of that butchery (the outcome 
of our already too free institutions) in Chicago, the whole 
law-abiding portion of the United States were up in arms. 
Knights of Labor hastened to denounce such men and meas- 
ures, and in almost every city and hamlet public sentiment 
wasa unit against such law-breakers. Now, are any con- 
siderable number of Liberals going to allow themselvs to fall 
into that ridiculous fashion of petting criminals as soon as 
the bodies of those policemen hav got cold? There is 
scarcely & criminal in any jail in this country who does not 
hav & lot of soft-hearted women, with some men, to help 


| right. 


start public sentiment in the other direction, and they too 
often succeed in defeating the ends of justice. 
silly to talk of the injustice of the law that may hang those 
men. 
law, let them suffer without men from our ranks trying to 
make intelligent martyrs of those murderers who hav come 
to this land by the invitation of its people, and then turn on 
them and try to overturn the laws of the only free govern- 
ment under the sun based on liberal principles. 
by which those men may hang, is wrong, go about it in an 


It is simply 


If they hav, or one of their number has, violated the 


If the law, 


orderly manner and work for its repeal. I notice one Liberal 
speaks of that bomb-thrower as being an emissary of the 
capitalists. Was anything of that kind proven? Besides, 
hav not those men stood right there in open court, and 
derided and defied our laws? The outlook under present 
circumstances for true Liberalism does not look nearly as 
encouraging to me as it should. No great and good end can 
be accomplished without unity of action and some regular 
system or plan, and, most of all, a well-defined good prin- 
ciple must underlie and accompany it throughout. Another 
thing that speaks bad for the cause espoused by those con- 
demned men is that, to say the least, here in Springfield, 

where I am thoroughly acquainted, you cannot find a man 

who will defend those men, except the sluggers, shoulder- 
hitters, and worst class of vagabonds we hav. They can be 
seen examining pictures, and eulogizing the condemned men, 
while they fill themselvs with whisky. Although I lack the 
polish and education of which I should hav been glad to 
avail myself, I am not writing for fame or glory. I wish to 
state—call it prediction or what you may—that our society 
will grow not one-half as fast among people of intelligence 
and strict reliability if we are to hav such things to contend 
with. In my judgment, “N. G. W.’s” private opinion publicly 
expressed in regard to every mother’s son of those policemen 
at the Haymarket should hav remained a private opinion 
rather than to be expressed in terms of that character, and I 
shall prefer to remain egotistic if in order to be free I must 
espouse the eause of a lot of ranters who in the name of free 
speech advised murder, pillage, and incendiarism. Those 
men would never hav had the police there to stop their meet- 
ing had they always been conducting themselvsin an orderly, 
peaceable manner. And if the stopping of that riotous 
demonstration by the Catholic police was a victory against 
Infidels, I cannot see it but in the light that our society must 
advocate Anarchism. I can only look at it that although all 
Anarchists may be Infidels, yet the majority of Infidels are 
not in any sense Anarchists. The absolute free speech idea 
must fall to the ground at once. With that you cannot 
hinder me from advocating slanders of any kind, or going on 
the street and preaching in favor of gambling-dens or any 
other kind of a den that no set of orderly people would 
tolerate. 

In conclusion allow me add I came to this country in 1864 
from Switzerland, and hav lived in Sangamon county, Illi- 
nois, for twenty-two years continually. Ihad but five dol- 
lars when I landed. Myself and wife hav saved a comfort- 
able property by hard work. We hav never given one cent 
to the church; never had a living being raise a question 
against our character for square dealing in any way. I keep 
a permanent eating-house on a principal street and show THE 
TRUTH SEEKER around fearlessly among the people, and 
know what turns more people away from reading and endors- 
ing it than anything else; and I believe nothing would suit 
church people (who are posted) better than to hav a chance 
to make it appear that we are Anarchists, Communists, and 
Socialists. 

My best wishes are with the paper, and I do not believe 
free thought, speech, or press is going down, but want to see 
the best means used to raise it to the highest standard of 
8. PFARRER. 


Fonr Laramiz, Wyo. TERR., Jan. 29, 1887. 

Frienp MaocpoNALD: Let usshake! If there is one thing 
more than another that I admire Tue Trors SEEKER for, it 
is the stand it took in regard to admitting & free discussion of 
the economic or industrial questions in Liberal Leagues, and 
its protest in behalf of the condemned Chicago Anarchists. 
I know of hundreds of simon-pure Freethinkers who hav lost 
interest in THE TRUTH SEEKER, for the simple reason that 
having passed through the radimentary stage of Freethought, 
which heretofore has dealt almost exclusivly with the 
religious phase of the question, they passed on to the still 
more important question of the distribution of the products 
of labor. Mr. Jamison, together with other so-called Free- 
thinkers who discontinue their subscriptions to this paper 
because it has dared to question the act of the farce in 


Chicago, called a court of justice, had better return to the 


church, where they properly belong. Mr. Jamison exhibits 
more intolerance than many Christians whom I know, and 
for my part, I wouldn’t lose much time in an attempt to set 
a man of his opportunities right. 

The names of the condemned Anarchists, whom Mr: Jami- 
son would doubtless delight in seeing executed, will occupy 
a bright page in history alongside those of Robert Emmett, 
John Brown, and others, when that of Mr. Jamison is 
buried in oblivion, or only remembered to be despised. 
Spies, Fielden, Parsons, and the other condemned men are 
simply paying the penalty of resisting the tyrannical powers 
that be, and if executed, will go to join illustrious predeces- 
sors who hav dared to expose the villainy of the oppressors 
of the people. Let Mr. Jamison be relegated to the ranks of 
the consensus of the competent, along with Abbot, Under- 
wood, et al., who joined hands with the law and order ele- 
ment to place D. M. Bennett behind the bars of a bastile. 


Better a thousand times that Tue TRUTH SEEKER should 


cease to exist than for it to refuse the use of its columns for 
the free discussion of every question which affects the wel- 
fare of humanity. Fraternally, J. ALLEN Evans, 


| i94 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER, FEBRUARY 19, 1887. 


- Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


-" Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
„Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Four Bills. 


A gas bill Jay on a table green— 

The prettiest gas bill ever seen ; 

Patrician was it, puffed with pride. 

It reposed with ease on its paper side, 

A pink yonng thing, with a margin wide. 

The figures on it in a row : 

Made a stunningly handsome little show ; 

They were four in number, small and sweet; 

The cost of many a thousand feet ; 

Youmay wager your all, they were there complete ! 

A plumber’s billon a mantel near 

Looked down on the sheet with a covert sneer; 
. It dryly said, * You look so queer, 

Puffed out in your pride while I am here! 

Really, now, were it worth my while, 

T'm not quite sure bnt I'd try to smile ! 

I'm always about you—can’t you see 

You are no account by the side of me?” 

A wrangle ensued between the two, 

As troubles from pride will often brew. 


An ice bill grinned as it watched the fan, 
Not seeming to care for either one; 

It glanced at both as they fiercely swelled, 
And then remarked that it felt compelled 
Tointerfere in the quarrel there, 

And frowned on each with a savage glare. 

** You quarrel for the foremost place,” 

It said with a sneer on its clammy face: 

“ The summer's coming, and then you'll see 
Where both of you stand by the side of me.” 


A drink bill then came staggering in— 
A bill for beer, and brandy, and gin, 
Together with whisky, wine, and rum— 
The whole a most astonishing sum. 
Said the drink bill to the other three, 
* You look dumb gaunt beside of me; 
A thousand per cent upon first cost 
In crime and pain, I figure, is lost; 
You see you are left, I hav no doubt, 
So make your bow and hustle out.” 

: —Adapted by J. P. Guild. 


to 


Biographical. 
I.— GIORDANO BRUNO. 


Of all men that ever lived on the planet 

earth, perhaps not one ever gave such an im- 
pulse to science and revealed truth as did 
Giordano Bruno. Few hav shown such ex- 
traordinary mental capacity, and none has 
expressed himself so clearly and boldly at a 
period when it was regarded as a crime to 
think and to talk upon questions not under 
the sanction of ecclesiasticism. 
. The town of Nola, not far from Naples, in 
Italy, is the place honored by the birth of 
ihe great philosopher and promulgator of 
Freethought. 

In the year 1548 this illustrious man first 
saw the light. His original name wus Fil- 
lippo, but when he became, at fifteen, a no- 
vitiate of the Dominican (Catholic) order, his 
name was changed to that of Giordano. 

He early became a doubter upon the recog- 
nized problems of Christianity as then taught, 
and boldly questioned the authorities. He 
was a born skeptic, and when only sixteen he 
discarded the doctrin of the “ holy Trinity” 
as most absurd, and laughed ‘at the scriptural 
version of the origin of man as too ridiculous 
for belief. Before this, he was reprimanded 
and dealt with leniently, because he was an 
able and brilliant scholar, and so bright and 
shining a light was wanted in the church. 

Copernicus had been dead twenty-six years, 
but bad left behind him an astronomical his- 
tory that startled the world, and this doctrin 
of the great astronomer became the belief of 
Bruno, who boldly expressed his adherence 
to it. 

Then, for the third time, was his creed in- 
vestigated, and as he was about to be sum- 
marily dealt with by the priests, he was 
obliged to flee from the wrath tc come, and 
he became a wanderer from place to place. 
`` The Protestants were just as bitter against 
him as were the Catholics, and John Calvin 
‘would hav put him to death for doubting the 
so-called ** Word of God,” as quickly as he 
did Servetus. He taught what is now an ac- 
cepted fact, 2.e., the revolution of the earth ; 
and the people were ready to destroy him for 
it. But he continued teaching and debating 
wherever he went, from one country to an- 
other, and was almost continually compelled 
to flee after speaking the truth. He was im- 
prisoned in dungeons for seven years, the 
fiends of the Inquisition having been seeking 
his death for some time; and was, after sub- 
mitting to great insult and abuse, sentenced 
to be burnt alive. It may never be known 
to what tortures he was subjected by the 


7 i 
Romish church in order to make him re. | A nativ of Arabia's land— 


nounce his convictions. Honestly, bravely, 
he admitted all the heresies Charged against 
him, and fearlessly gave good reasons for 
them—reasons that could not truthfully be 
gainsaid or disproved. He could not,. he 
would not, recant when he knew he had the 
honest truth and that alone. He tried to 
make others free, to show the worth and 
beauty of reason, truth, and common sense 
over falsehood, duplicity, and hypocrisy. He 
strove to remove the chains of superstition 
and bigotry from the human mind, to show 
the right of all men to think and believe each 
for himself; and for this he was burnt 
alive, tied to a stake, and the hot flames 
made to hiss and scorch and blister his poor 
body until death brought relief to his suffer- 
ings. He said, when his awful doom was 
made manifest to him: ‘‘I feel my suffer- 
ings, but I despise them; I shrink not from 
death, and my heart will never submit to 
mortal.” 

The books he left show the depth and 
power of his wonderful, far-reaching mind. 
His philosophy is grand, beautiful, and inspir- 
ing. His rare abilities as a scholar and 
thinker made him a welcome guest in the 
courts of brave kings and radical emperors. 
Noblemen desired him for guide and friend, 
distinguished philosophers and students rec- 
ognized his genius and were spell-bound be- 
fore his eloquence and logic, but the wrath 
of the devotees of religion shadowed him 
everywhere he went. Brave, noble, heroic 
Bruno—a martyr to free thought and free 
speech, thy name, in- letters golden and 
eternal, shines as no other name in the 


heaven of human liberty and human redemp- 


tion! 

Although money has been raised in this 
country, and in other lands, to erect & statue 
to his memory on the very spot where he was 
so cruelly and barbarously executed, yet his 
greatest monument is, and must ever be, in 
the hearts of those who are made better and 
nobler by his teachings. He began a new 
system of scientific knowledge, showing that 
everything moved in obedience to fixed and 
immutable laws, instead of being ordered by 
a changeable and capricious God, as was then 
being taught. 

An effort has been made to date a new era, 
the era of science, from the day of his terrible 
martyrdom in Rome, February 17, 1600, and 
the same is in use by many Liberals now; 
but, whether it should ever be brought into 
general recognition or not, let no one cease to 
remember the worth, the intellectual grand- 
eur, the greatness, of the immortal Italian 
philosopher, the friend of freedom and pio- 
neer of scientific knowledge, whose efforts 
broadened and brightened the world we liv 
in, who organized a system of knowledge, 


Showing the universe to be governed by law, 


and gave his body to be burnt for the cause 
of truth and science—Giordano Bruno. 
S. H. W. 


QUESTIONS.—Where was Bruno born? In what 
year? What was his original name? When did 
he discard the doctrin of the Trinity? What does 
*holy Trinity” mean? Why. was he obliged to 
flee from his country? What did he teach? How 
long was he in prison, and what for? Could any- 
one disprove his theories? For what did he 
strive? When condemned to death, what did he 
say? What can you say of his teachings? Who 
recognized his genins? What can you say of his 
monument? When was his martyrdom? What 
of the new era? Why should we remember and 
honor hi$ memory ? 


to 


Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—REBUs. 


A famous quotation. 


2.—AN ARENAOEOUS ANAGRAM. 
A sand-bar here, changed by my wand, * 
** A grave old Spanisb dance? must stand, 
From whose just center here, as planned, 
A bar reversed, at my command 
You take, and leave but—sand. 


That which you took, I now remand 
To form our Terpsichorean band. 
Behold now where that creature tanned 
Looks like some Bedouin or brigand— 


Him take and leave but—sand. 
Irwin, Ia. J. K. P. BA&ER. 


3.—REBUS. 


A frequent remark about any strange event. 

ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN’S CORNER, 

` FEB. 5, 1887 f 

1.-Theorbo. 2.-Cauliflower, carrot, beet, 

bean, peas, potato, tomato, pumpkin, kale, 

rhubarb, radish, cabbage, celery, squash, as- 
paragus. 

$24 


Correspondence. 


Omana, Jan. 24, 1887. 
Drar Miss Wixon: I am ten years old, 
and go to school and learn English, German, 
and music. I read every TRUTH SEEKER, and 
like the Corner very much. I would like to 
hav your yicture; we hav several pictures of 
Freethinkers in our rooms. I hav heard S. 
P. Putnam, and like him very much. 
Your little friend, Josiz JUERGENSEN. 
ARLINGTON, NEB., Feb. 4, 1887. 
Dear Miss WIXON, AND THE LITTLE FREK- 
THINKER FRIENDS: I see so many letters in the 
Children's Corner, that I thought I would 
write. My mother and I are at home all 
alone. I hav a brother and a sister; my 
brother goes to school every week, and my 
sister is married. My father has gone to Cal- 
ifornia. You will excuse my bad writing. I 
will close. Love to you and the children of 
the Corner. Justin J. HAMNER. 


Rxznsow, Mios., Feb: 2, 1887 
Dear Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write a letter to you for the first time. I like 
to read the letters in the Children’s Corner. I 
am.ten yearsold. Igo to school. I study 
reading, spelling, arithmetic, geography, and 
language. My pa has taken Tar «TRUTH 
SsxxzR for three years. If you think this is 
good enough to publish, I will try to write 
again. Hoping you spent a merry Christmas 

and a happy New Year, I remain, 
Yours truly. Apa MoEvitta. 


Brooxtyn, Feb. 8, 1887. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I am ten years old, 
and go to a public school. My father has 
taken THE TRUTH SEEKER for nearly six 
years, and I like the Children's Corner very 
much. I had the “Story Hour" for my 
Christmas. I hav three brothers and one 
Sister. My brother has ''Little Lessons for 
Little Folks." This being my first letter, I 
think I wil close now, hoping to see this 

letter printed. 

Respectfully yours, 

BraprForp, O., Jan. 80, 1887. 
Dear Miss Wexon: I saw that my other 
letter was published,soI thoughtI would write 
again. [hav no sisters or brothers. Maybe [I 
can write a story for the Children’s Corner. 
Mamma is reading Toe TRUTH SEEKER. I 
read in the Children's Cornerevery week. I 
just finished reading about the world we liv 
in. Bradford has thirteen hundred inhabit- 
ants. It hasfive churches. There are only 
three little Freethinker boys here. For Christ- 
mas Mamma bought me the “‘StoryHour,” and 
I think. it is very nice. Papa went to hear 
Mr. Putnam two nights, and he thought his 

lectures were very good. 
This is my second letter. 

Yours respectfully, 


RarPH Srovur. 


CLAUDE SMITH. 
NATIONAL SoLDIERS Home, msn. 
Feb. 6, 4. s. 287. 

Dear Miss Wixon: Your kindly reception 
emboldens me to visit your cheerful Corner 
again. I offer a few contributions toward that 
* Song Hour,” which I wish you to edit. If 
such rhymes suit you, I will let my versetry 
mill grind out some more of the same sort. 
Teach the children temperance by all means; 
without that, other things are not of much ac- 
count. It is by Bands of Hope, Cadets of 
Temperance, and such things, that the 
churches are recruited. Let Liberals not be 
remiss in the juvenil temperance work. The 


'| children are to be the redeemers of the na- 


tion, and Secularists must train all the youth 
they can reach to think well and to drink not 
at all. The science articles that you hav so 
well begun in the Children’s Corner will be 
most helpful. They should be collected when 
done, and bound in a “ Science Hour” book. 
With my compliments to all in the Corner, I 
shall remain, Your poet ever, 
Joun Presootr GUILD. 
RooHELLE, ILL., Feb. 8, 1887. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I am a boy eleven 
years old. I go to a public school, and study 
arithmetic, language, geography, physiology, 
reading, and spelling. My father takes Tun 
TRUTH SEEKER, and has taken it many years, 
with other papers. He writes so much in 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER that I thought I would 
write, too. There are eight rooms in the 
school where I go, and I am in the fifth room. 
I hav two sisters and one brother. I had a 
little brother that died two yearsago. I think 
he was the dearest little boy that ever lived. 
We hav two cats named Thomas Paine and 
Benjamin Franklin. I cannot tell them apart 


] ous. 


only by their tails—one is shorter than the 
other. My father is an Infidel, and I think 
that is the right way to believe. We hav 
your “Story Hour" and your “Apples of 
Gold." We think they are the nicest books 
in the world. I guess Í will hav to close for 
this time. Ovro WETTSTEIN, JR. 


Casey, Iowa, Feb. 3, 1887. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write a letter to the Children’s Corner. It is 
the first time I hav tried. My father has 
taken Tug TRUTH SEEKER for eight years. 
He said it was a splendid paper. i read the 
Children’s Corner. I am nine years old, and 
read in the Fourth Reader. I hav been going 
to school every day, but I hav been sick. for 
twelve days and didn't get to school. It is 
so cold here that I cannot go out to play. I 
hav to stay in the house. I hav five brothers 
and no sisters, and one sister-in-law, niece, 
and nephew, and a father and mother. I 
shall like to see summer come, 80 my nephew 
and I can play out of doors. Istudy geog- 
raphy, arithmetic, reading, spelling, and 
writing. With best wishes for your happi- 

ness, 1 remain, Your friend, 

Annutrre HAGER. 

Batsron Spa, Jan. 23, 287. 
Drar Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write you a few lines to let you know that I 
was very much disappointed in not seeing you 
at the convention last September, but I must 
say that we had & very nice time swinging, 
rowing, and singing. Y met with a great 
many Liberals there, and they are just tbe 
nicest people I ever saw. Well, I will tell 
you what a joke Mr. Somerby and the rest of 
Tur Truta SEEKER people got on my father 
and mother. My sister Hattie and myself 
went the first Sunday tothe meeting, and had 
a nice time. So mother and father started 
the Saturday following, and thought it not 
convenient for us to go, so went alone by & 
very early train, and got there just in time 
for dinner. In the mean time, Mr. Somerby 
and the rest of Tug TRUTH SEEKER people 
drove seven miles another route, and took 
sister Hattie and myself over to the conven- 
tion; and just as ma and pa had sat down to 


'dinner, I tapped ma on her shoulder, and you 


should hav seen how surprised she was, and 
they all laughed, and I tell you we had a nice 
time. I warrant some of them won't forget 
it any more than I wil. Now, the next 
thing is, I had a handsome surprise at Christ- 
mas of a beautiful Christmas card, with two 
little girls, and a book called, ‘‘ Little Lessons 
for Little Folks." I guess where the book 
came from, but the card is a mystery unto 
this day. But a thousand thanks to the 
donors. I hope you had a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year as I did. 
Well, I guess that this letter will take up 
too much room, so I will close. 
Your little Liberal friend, 
SADIE E. THORPE. 
€——— PD 


Chat with Correspondents. 
Orp Bovy.—We do not think Henry Juer- 
gens dead, but probably otherwise engaged. 


J. P. G.— Your favors received, and will 
be used in their order. Many thanks. 


B. F. RozsniNs.— Thanks for kind appreci- 
ation. It encourages us to new effort, and to 
never grow weary in well doing. 


Szwarp M.—We hav not seen Hagaman's 
poem, but it is highly indorsed, and must be ° 
a fine production. Your article received, and 
it will appear as soon as we hav room for it. 


J. R. P.—Your excellent communication 
will appear soon. We hav seen the paper you 
allude to, and regard the matter as mysteri- 
But hav you seen the account of the 
exposé of H. V. Ross? 

Kars CoLLAR.—As we hav had other com- 
munications on the same subject, we shall hav 
to put yours aside, although it is a very good 
one. Write on some other subject, and be 
sure and spell and punctuate properly.— Ed. 
C.C. | 


ROMANISM, 


DANGER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


Prios, - = - - =- 40 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


HERE AND THERE 
IN YUCATAN, 


Miscellanies by Arro& D. Le Pronaron, 
Author of “ Yucatan: Its Ancient 
Palaces and Modern 
‘ Cities.” 

Price, $1.35. 

Address Tuz TRUTH EPKER, 88 Olinton Place 


Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


CALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
CANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
OOLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 802 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. . 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. : 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 


B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 


Mills). 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
` MIOHIGAN. 


A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
S. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465.' 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 
MONTANA. 
O. B. Whitford, Butte City. 
NEBRASKA, 
.Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. . . 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
OHIO. 
N. Hexter, 303 Superior street, Cleveland. 
. Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr. J.-H. Rhodes, 315 North 10th st., Phila. 
George Löngforð, 1106 Lcopard st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
: TENNESSEE. 
Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 
TEXAS. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. ` 
UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 


VIRGINIA. 

Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, Snowville. . 
ENGLAND. 

Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. ; 


Robt. G. Inzersoll's 

OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 
in the suit of the 

Bankers and Merchants’ 

graph Company 

against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company. 
—— joe ; 

So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that THE TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 


supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


Tele- 


SPIRITUALISM 
Sustained 


By the Bible 


BY COL. JOHN R. KELSO. 
CONTENTS: 
SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE BIBLE. 
SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE CHRIS- 
TIAN CHURCH. 
SPIRITUALISM A NECESSITY IN GOD'S GEN- 
ERAL GOVERNMENT. 
SPIRITUAL MEDIUMSHIP. 
OBJECTIONS TO SPIRITUALISM ANSWERED. 


Like all TEE TRUTH SEEXxER's publications, the 
mechanical execution of the work is all that could 
be desired. Good paper, clear type—in short, a 
neat little volume. 

The primary object of the work, as its title indi- 
cates, is to sustain Spiritualism, but the absurdi- 
‘ties of the Christian religion, and the abomina- 
‘tions of the old Jew book, get a terrible shaking 
"p. The book contains much to interest every 
intelligent reader. . Colonel Kelso has done 
‘much acceptable work in the cause of Freethought 
and Liberalism all over the land. Send for his 
mew book—read it—put it into the hands of every 
‘Christian ; it will teach him that the way of the 

, fool is foolishness. Every Liberal who reads it 
will certainly find his “Spiritual” strength re- 
mewed,—John Peck. 

Bound in cloth. 245 pp., price $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
af 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


LIBERTY: AND MORALITY. 
BY W. S. BELL. 


“Tam very much pleased with it, and I wish the 
seventy thousand ministers of this country were 
obliged to purchase the pamphlet and read every 


word of it.” 
Price 15 cents, For sale at this office. 


" 
Reported for the “ Truth Seeke: ” by 
and Printed by Permission of . 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. FEBRUARY ið, 1887. 


I. N. BAKER, 


the Author. 


HHE ONLY GORREGT 


EDITION. 


New YORK: 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


‘PRICE, 6 CENTS. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER 
DEATH IMPROBABLE. 
By L. R. SMITH. 


Pamphlet, 32pp., 12mo, - Price, 10 cents. |’ 


Published and for sale by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE NEW GOD, [22 = me eumorot son wen 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 


Price 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Company. 


REPLY 
TO REV. L. A. LAMBERTS 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.’ 


By B. W. Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priest s 
Historical misstatements. 
Prien. Cloth, $1: Paper. 50 Cents. 


THE 


SHAKER EYE ana EAR BALSAM 


SIXTY-FIVE YEARS’ INVARIABLE SUCOESS. 

Best known remedy for all afflictions of these 
organs. WEAK EYES, WEAK EARS, DEAF 
NESS, and CATARRHAL AFFECTIONS immedi- 
ately reached. FAILING SIGHT prevented. 
ROARING. or DRUMMING OF EARS will cease. 
One box tells the whole story. 

Price, by mail, 30 cents. 
G. A. LOMAS, Shakers, N. Y. 
Use Shakers Spiritene for the Piles. : 
10t52 


WHAT'S TO BE DONE? 


A NIHILISTIC ROMANCE. 


By N. G. TCHERNYCHEWSKY. With a portrait 
of the Author. Mranalatod by BENJ. 
: UCKER. 


Written in Prison. Suppressed by, the Czar. The 
Anthor Over Twenty Years an Exile in Sibe- 
ria. Russian Edition worth $600 a Copy. 

.First American Edition Exhauste: 
in Four Days. Second now 
ady: Elegant 
olume of 330 
Pages. 
PRESS COMMENTS : 
To call the book the “Uncle Tom's Cabin" of 
Nihilism is scarcely extravagance.—Boston Adver- 


tiser. 

It is perhaps the book which has most power- 
fully influenced the youth of Russia in their 
growth into Nihilism, and it is remarkable and 
noteworthy as a work which has played so impor- 
tant a part in the political and social history of 
the century.—Boston Courter. 


As a revelation of folk life it is invaluable; we |. 


hav no other Russian pictures that compare with 
it.—Providence Star. a 

The characters are 80 strongly and vividly drawn 
that the interest in their fate becomes intense as 
the thread of the narrativ is slowly unwound.— 
Boston Saturday Eventng Gazette. DAN 

"When we come to consider the publication of 
such books as.Flaubert’s *Salammbo " and Tcher- 
nychewsky's What's To Be Done?" we cannot 
avoid the conclusion that something must hav 
happened to the society for the suppression of 
indesent literature.—St. Louis Republican, 


In cloth, $1; paper, 75 cents. , 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 


A COMPEND oF THE NaTURAL Laws or In- 


DUSTRIAL PRODUCTION AND 
EXoHANGE. 


‘Price, 25 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 33 Olinton Place. 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 


Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
ong 


Missionary Document it is unexcelled. 
the subjects considered by Mr. 


Antislavery Reform; the Woman’s 
Movement; 


Church and the Republic. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Beriptnrs : Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o: 
Conquest and Extermination; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to dren; Cruelty to Animals ; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy: Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sunday Arguments ; Origin of Christian Bab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
abb ath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 

abbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 25 cents; six copies, $1.00. 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 

ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the stor 

of i the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Choive extracts from ‘Common Sense,” 
& American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 

Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cte. 

The Apostie of Liberty. An address 


delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention, 7 anuary 29,1884. Price, 


10 cents. 
| THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., ` 
33 Olinton Place. Now Yor k 


THE TRUTH SEFKER ANNUAL. 
Price, 25 cents. A 


d Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality ; Criminal Statistics, 
Bhowing the creeds of the prisonergin the pen- 
itentiaries ; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 

` the Church and Liberty ; the Church and the 

ights 
the Temperance Reform; the 
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|. BUY ONLY 
Good Goods at Lowest . Prices. 


The folowing area few of my leaders,all of 
which are latest improved, best mak-, solid coin 
silver, open face or hunting, American stem-wind 
watches, and guaranteed strictiy a8 represented 
or cash refunded : 2 ounce case, 7 jewels, $10 ; 3 
ounce; $11 ; 4 ounce, $12. With 11 jeweled move- 
ments, $12.50, $13.50, $14.50 ; 5 ounce, $16 ; 6 ounce, 
$17.50. With fuil (15) jeweled movement, pat. reg- 
ulator, $16, $17, $18, $19.50. 6 ounce, $21; adjusted 
to heat and cold, add. $4, being only $95 for this 
magnificent, 6 ounce, full jeweled, adjusted watch 
usually sold for $35 to $40. The following are all 
best 14 karat gold filled gold watches, cases ele- 
gant and latest style, and guaranteed by special 
certificate from factory and myself for 20 years : 
7 jewels. $24.60; 11 jewels, $27; 15 jewels, $30. Ad- 
jJusted, $34, cheap at $40 and practically as good as 
any $100 watch a lifetime. Ladies’ watches, same 
best quality cases : 7 jewels, $20 ; 11-jewels, $22 ; 15 
jewels, $28. In good 2d quaitty filled cases. $2 to 
$5 less. Ladies’ 14k. sold gold watches, $30, $32, $38. 
Heavier gold cases in embossed, chasetl, enam- 
eled, Louis XIV. style, diamond ornamentations, 
etC., $5 to $50 extra. Gents’ 14 k. solid gold 
watches, from $45 up. Swiss watches, to close out, 
very low. Theabove all guaranteed below bottom 
prices elsewhere er cash refunded. All are care- 
fully inspected before sending, warranted for one 
year, and sent prepaid if on line of American Ex. 
ofüce. Sundries: Best rolled gold plated chains 
and charms for ladies or gents, $2, $3, $4, $5, usual- 
ly sold for 38 $4, $5, to $7. Jewelry, latest styles, 
full line, 25 per cent below regular prices. Best 
spcotnclss in the world, $1. Genuin pebbles, $2. 

ent prepaid in case. Eye-glasses, same price. 
(Send hne of finest print you can read distinctly 
without glasses and state how many inches from 
eyon an {can suit.you first time.) Good razor, 
$1. Best in the world—a luxury—g2. Extra fine 
Swrops, 50 cents. Set best violin strings, 60 cents. 
For guitar, 75 cents. 8 Ludwig harmonicas, 50 
cents. Best achiomatic opera glasses, $4. $5; in 
pearl, $8 to $12. Large field glasses, t8, $10. Big- 
nal service, $12. atches cleaned, $1. Springs, 
$1. Jewels, $1. And returned free, Best work. 
Try me. OTTO WETISLIEIN, 

: Rochelle. Ill. 
Designer and patentee of New Freethought Badge 
in pins and charms, 2 sizes, solid gold, enameled 
in 4 colors, and most beautiful badge ever de- 
signed. Small, $2, $2,75, 13 60. Large.$3 to $5; 
with genuin diamond, 38, $10 ; aud charms up to 
$15. Demand daily increasing. Agents Tenue d: 


THE BIBLE AND DARWINISM. 
By AnrHUR B. Moss. 


Six smartly written essays. Price 25 cents. 


. The Freethinker says: “ Mr. Moss is an indefat- 
igable pamphleteer. His latest publication conr- 
pares the Bible with science and shows their in- 
compatibility, and how the stupendous verities of 
nature transcend the myths and fables of the rev- 
elation of the Jews.” 


Also by the same author, 


BIBLE ERRORS AND SECULAR TRUTII. 
Price 30 cents. 
Address TuE TRUTH SEEKER Company. 


BLASPHEMY 


—AND— 
THE BIBLE. 


BY 0. B. REYNOLDS. 


Showing that the Bible and the believers in 
are the real blasphemers, and not the Secu 
larists. 

This is the pamphlet for the distribution 
which Mr. Reynolds is now indicted, and to be 


TRIED FOR BLASPHEMY 


May 3d. 
Price, 10 Cents; 6 for 50 cents; 13 for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


S. P. Putnam's Works | 


The Problem of the Universe, and 


Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 60 cts. 
“ & prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day."—Jo/ 
Swinton's Paper. 

Golden Throne, a Romance. “The 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. The book filled with 

manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 

the transcript of a manly mind. Every Libera! 
should read Golden Throne.’ "—INGERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it.1 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Dr. Henny W. BELLOWS. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, ard 


other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 


Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 
version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 


cents. . 
For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; J. M. Pryse and J. 
M. Burgler, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 

rise, the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generally 

o the practical solution of the problem of Integral 
Co-operation. ice, $1 a year; 50 cents for six 
months; 95 cents for three months 
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Poetry. 


The Injured Pedal. 


I believe the millions, and bilions, and quad- 
rillions of worlds are inhabited. . . I think 
all worlds loyal but this. The great organ of the 
universe, its pedals, its pipes, and its keys, are all 

-one great harmony, save one injured pedal, save 
one broken stop—the vox humana of the human 
race—this disloyal ond, And Christ must mend 

DeWitt Talmage, in Christmas 


the key.—Rev. T. 
Sermon. 
Of course, Brother Talmage, of course, 
You say it, and so it must be, 
For, whatever Reason and figures declare, 
The Truth must with Talmage agree, 
Or so much the worse for the truth ! 
Those quadrillion worlds are. sustained 
By God and his book, when the sense of the verse 
Is rightly drawn out and explained. 
(The branches may wither in blight, 
The trunk may. be twisted and stubbed, 
But the crab-tree of God will yield apples of gold 
If once it is piously clubbed.) 


“t He made the stars also." By this 
We know that. by him they were made; 
We know, now, the stars are all glorious worlds; 
God knows that we know, hence if weighed 
In the scales of an enlightened age, 
Earth, satellites, planets, and suns. 
Revolve in the text, and a wayfaring fool 
May read it as fast as. he runs. 


Hence, therefore, whatever evolves 
From darkness, confusion, and doubt, 
Rewarding the patience of martyr and sage— 
A fact hammered painfully out— 
We find it is measured and classed 
In scriptures, though wisely concealed, 
Till God has been taught by the science of man 
How much may be safely revealed. 


This great astronomical text, 
When prayerfully pondered, implies 
All things whatsoever unless it may be 
The thing that it flatly denies ; 
And so it is proper to hold: 
That beings resembling man 
Are dwelling in all these quadrillion worlds 
According to God’s perfect plan. 


This theory, oft entertained 
By Infidels, proves after all 
That infinit realms of an infinit king 
Are fenced in with no common wall ; 
* But bounded by God on the North, 
On the South, and the Hast, and the West,” 
And God is circumference and center, and God 
Is all there is of it—the rest 
Is sorrow. rebellion, and sin, 
And these are a local affair 
Produced from the dust of an unruly world, 
And finished in hell and despair. 


* And all worlds are loyal but this, 
Each pedal, each pipe, and each key 
Attached to the organ of God's universe 
Are one in divine harmony ; 
Save one injured pedal, save one 
Broken stop, which, alas! we must name 
The vox humana of the lost human race, 
And Jesus must doctor the game." 


When Satan, through chaos, from sheol 
Arrived at the sun and beheld 

The ten million billion quadrillion of stars 
That circled around him, he yelled 

“Defiance at heaven’s blue vault,” 
Aud, spotting this earth for his prey, 

As God in his infinit love had ordained, 
He spoiled it in less than a day. 


Old Jupiter, Venus, and Mars, 
Uranus, and Saturn, and all 
The neighboring spheres were avoided because 
They were not molested. Man’s fall 
Preconceived, was, however, unwished, 
The rich flavored fruit that excelled 
Was flavored to tempt, but God never desired 
The result those conditions compelled. 


Imagin a quadrillion sons 
Of one single father—suppose 
That all of them dwell in his favor but one, 
And he, in his ignorance, shows 
A strong disposition to judge, 
And choose from appearance—believe 
The father in mercy indulges the youth 
With evil prepared to deceive ; 
You see how the boy is at fault, 
You see that the father is kind, 
The lad has two eyes, he should look through a 
board, 
Or suffer for being so blind; 
So Adam, though doomed from the first, 
Had power to resist, but the game 
He was destined to play, and was destined to lose, 
He lost, and was therefore to blame. 


The tree standeth up when it stands, 
The tree falleth down when it falls, 
The wind passeth by as it travels along, 
Tue shock is severe that appalls; 
Things are as they are, and they are 
Not as God fondly hoped they would be, 
But fixed by a compact he made with himself, 
And does not annul, don’t you see? 


When Satan had ruined the earth, 
Oh, what if the havoc had spread 

And upset the Lord ina quadrillion worlds! 
Then, Jesus, thy blood that was shed 

For this had been needed by those, 
And thou wouldst be bleeding to-day— 

And ten million billion quadrillion quintillion 
Of years would not finish the fray. 


An average of four thousand years 
To each individual star, 

Would hav to be spent in preparing to shape 
Thy coming from regions afar; 

Then millions and billions of seed 
Of trilliongof women would bruise 

The heads of a quadrillion serpents or more 
As Satan might dictate and chose. 


Thirty-three weary years at a stretch, 
A quadrillion times thou wouldst liv 

With beings like man, and a quadrillion times 
Thy murderers thou wouldst forgiv ; 


Three times a quadrillion of days 

In hell thou wouldst preach to the damned, 
And hell in excess of its numbers to date, 

A quadrillion times would be crammed. 


A quadrillion crosses and spears, 
A quadrillion God-inspired books, 

A quadrillion Anthony Comstocks, besides 

. A similar bill of Joe Cooks, 

A quadrillion deacons and popes, 
A quadrillion thumbscrews and racks, 

A quadrillion Ingersolls going about 
Thrice armed with a quadrillion facts. 


A quadrillion Talmages, strong 
In the Lord and the power of his might, 
A quadrillion cushions a quadrillion times 
Would pound—but, thank Satan, his flight 
Touched no other pedal but this, 
At no other stop did he stop; 
So, minus one key, the old organ goes on, 
And Talmage goes off—with a pop ! 
Frank FELT. 
—— el 


A Theological Romance. 


It is now a little more than seventeen years 
since a very remarkable book, entitled, ‘‘ Ex- 
eter Hall,” was published in New York, by 
the American News Company. The book 
was said to be very ably written, and as the 
name of the author was not given, reviewers 
were puzzled to know who the writer could 
be, and among the numerous guesses Dickens 
and a certain noble lord and others in the 


-higher ranks of literature in England were 


suggested as having written the work. Crit- 
ical notices of the book in London, Boston, 
New York, and Chicago were largely favor- 
able, and the secular press, though inclined, 
as usual, to court an approving nod from the 
church, could not but admit that some un- 
usually clever expert, who was accustomed 
to be behind the scenes, had given the popu- 
lar theology of the day one of the mightiest 
of blows, which sent it staggering, and caus- 
ing numerous high priests, lord bishops, doc- 
tors of divinity, and reverends of the church 
militant to cry out in affright and confusion. 
Prominent theologians became alarmed. The 
five thousand copies of the first edition were 
soon exhausted. A demand was made for a 
fresh supply, and though unscrupulous 
priests had been very busy decrying the book 
and cautioning the faithful against its se- 
ductiv pages, thousands hav read the work, 
a large majority of whom hav left the church 
never to return. While struggling against 
powerful opposition, ‘‘Exeter Hall” has 
now, through the enterprise and independence 
of Messrs. Colby & Rich of Boston, reached 
its tenth edition. 

Thousands more will hav to read this book; 
it should be to Liberals a household treasure. 
lts massiv logic, its keen reasoning, its array 
of proofs wil awaken doubt, and must at 
last lead to the conviction of every honest 
investigator, and eventually silence the most 
stubborn. The highest praise has been 
awarded to the author for his keen research, 
for his presentation of biblical contradictions, 
for his exposure of priestly quibbles, jealous- 
ies, and frailties; for his recount of the 
wrongs arising from present social usages ; 
for his condemnation of land monopoly long 
before Henry George wrote on the subject ; 
for his strong denunciation of every kind of 
oppression, and for his deep and genuin 
sympathy with the poor, the wronged, and the 
afflicted of every land. All this is shown in 
a story which has been pronounced ‘‘ beauti- 
ful, tender, and pathetic," and which has 
touched to the quick every reader who has 
calmly perused it. 

A Chicago editor pronounced the book to 
be **the most scathing ever written in Amer- 
ica since the ‘ Age of Reason,’” and stated to 


| his knowledge that nearly every woman who 


was led on by the attractiv narrativ to finish 
the work became forever afterward alienated 
from the church. Ispeak for myself when I 
say that having been induced to read ‘‘ Exeter 
Hall," by a dear friend, now passed away, I 
was led from darkness to light, and from the 
power of superstition to that of common 
sense. I hav read the book over and over, 
and every time with increased admiration ; 
and Iknow that other women who hav pe- 
rused it are ready to indorse this commenda- 
tion. There should be no jealousy among 
Liberals, and when from my standpoint I 
pronounce ‘‘ Exeter Hall" a work of incom- 
parahle excellence, I am inclined to think 
that few, if any, will deny it that deserved 
superiority. Some of the ablest writers in 


the Liberal ranks hav readily admitted as. 


much. 

A Boston writer says: '* No book has ever 
appeared of a Liberal or progressiv character 
so effectiv and deadly a foe to old theology 
a8 this work, so deep in its knowledge of the 
sects of the day, so biting and keen in its sar- 
casm, and 80 beautiful in its tender, delicate, 
and pathetic appeals." The late LaRoy Sun- 
derland wrote: “It treats on matters of 


which I hav had a life-long experience; and 
the pictures are all of them most truthfully 
drawn. It is a book for the million.” B.F. 
Underwood says: ‘‘I wish a copy of ‘ Exeter 
Hall’ could be put into the hands of every 
intelligent person in the United States,” and 
Junius, Jr., “Not having until recently pe- 
rused one (a novel) for years, yet I am proud 
to say that I hav read ‘Exeter Hall.’ And 
such a treat! It is ingeniously and power- 
fully written, and abounds in convincing 
arguments, splendid delineations of human 
nature, severe sarcasm, and.a gorgeous array 
of historical data and facts. I would say 
don’t rest until you hav purchased and read 
* Exeter Hall.'" 

I could giv many extracts from other 
writers, but those I hav given will be suffi- 
cient. It was suggested that “ Exeter Hall” 
should be dramatized, but dreading the frown 
of the church what actor would risk his pop- 
ularity, or what theatrical company would 
venture to shock a pious audience by appear- 
ing in characters as Martin Mannors, Rev. 
Dr. Buster, Rev. Tom McGlinn, or the beau- 
tiful Mary Mannors? No, the time is not 
yet ripe for this, but the stage of the future 
has à treat in store for the thousands whose 
applause will reécho from the walls of empty 
churches. A translation of the work has 
been asked for particularly, as I know, by 
German Liberals. Had I the means and the 
ability, the people of Germany and France 
Should soon hav one of the best and most en- 
lightening literary treats that could be offered. 

The author has written other books of rare 
excellence, and admirable in their way, but 
as “ Exeter Hall” deals more directly with 
the Bible, with priestly assumptions, and 
with laws and usages hostil to the interests 
of the human race, it is a great iconoclast, 
and should find a place in the family of every 
Liberal. Let it be read, and when the scales 
fall from eyes long accustomed to see nothing 
but light and glory in Christianity, and when 
thousands of our infatuated worshipers look 
around in surprise after they hav become 
“ clothed in their right mind,” they will be 
ready to exclaim, Hx pede Herculem! I feel 
confident of this; and now, having as a duty 
said so much in favor of '' Exeter Hall,” I 
shall close these remarks by quoting from the 
book itself a trenchant verse, the prediction 
of the author: 


** We've been waiting through the night, 
And the dawn will soon appear; 
And the mountain’s misty hight, be 
From the clouds shall burst out bright; 
And the eagle in his flight 
Reach a radiant atmosphere ; 
And the toiler on his way 
Shall look up and see the day.” 


—Mrs. E. Ellis in the Banner of Light. 
Tt 


Obituary. 


Me. Epitor: To the memory of the most 
Liberal friend we had we write this obituary. 

Isaac Barclay, M.D., of Gustavus, Trum- 
bull county, Ohio, died suddenly, January 26, 
1887, aged sixty-five years. He was sick but 
about three hours; was driving towards 
home, and got as far as a neighbor’s house, 
when he died with & violent attack of acute 
congestion of the lungs, with supposed heart 
trouble. He was one of a family of seventeen 
children, twelve boys and five girls, of which 
three are now alive. He graduated at the 
Cleveland, Ohio, Medical College, in 1847, and 
had been in activ practiee as a physician and 
surgeon ever since, having lived in Gustavus 
the past twenty-three years. His experience 
in life, his vast acquaintance with the humane 
side of life, as well ashis-superiority of mind, 
led him, so faras is possible to know, tobelieve 
not in the Jewish or Bible God, but in the 
God of nature and humanity, in his own 
words & *' supreme intelligence." So superior 
as aman, and so magnanimous in mind was 
he, that with all his acquaintances, and with 
the vast number of families he became physi- 
cian to, he tied the cords of love, of respect, 
and affection so tightly by his kindness, his 
integrity and generosity, that when he died 
all were mourners, and his funeral attendance 
was larger than ever known in the commu- 
nity. The whole public were as one family 
of mourners. 

His mind was clear to the last; in fact, not 
over five minutes before he died he felt his 
own pulse, and expressed himself as at peace 
with humanity. He was not.à member of 
&ny church. For several years past he had 
repeatedly expressed himself as devoting his 
life and ability as a physician and surgeon to 
the public, and for the benefit of humanity, 
and he did, in fact, devote hundreds of dol- 
lars in service and in money to those needing 
assistance, To giv an example,in one in- 
stance, when & poor woman had raked to- | 


| gether ten dollars to apply on her doctor's 


bill, he took the money, and taking out his 
pocket-book at the same time, took another 


ten dollar bill from it, wrapped it around the . 


one the woman gave him, and handed them 
both back to her, saying, “I guess that 
will settle the bill.” Numberless other cases 
could be cited, but space forbids. He wag 
always first and foremost to aid in any public 
benefit, as well as private families needing 
aid, with his money, his attendance, and all. 
As a physician and surgeon he was unequaled. 
He leaves a widow, but no children. May a 
part of Rev. Mr. King’s prayer come true 
when he said he wished more of us could 
walk and see as did Dr. Barclay. He never 
attended any church, but' when Mr. Rems- 
burg was here he was known to ride ten miles 
to hear the lecture, and then sit and talk with 
the lecturer until one and two o'clock in the 
morning. D. Burns and I. N. PAYNE. 
Farmdale, O., Feb. 1, 1887. 
[Investigator please copy] 
oo 


New Books. 


The Kansas Blade, Concordia, has & few 
good words for each of following books just 
published at this office : 

* Ingersol's Lay Sermon,” delivered be- 
fore the Tenth Annual Congress of the Amer- 
ican Secular Union, New York, November 14, 
1886. Price 5cents. Our readers who may 
want this lecture in a substantial form can 
get it by sending 5 cents to Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER office. It is one of the best of Inger- 
soll’s lectures. 

* Economic Equities; or, a Compend of 
Natural Laws of Industrial Production and 
Exchange.” By J. K. Ingalls. The subject 
isably handled and the work well printed. 
Price 25 cents. Every one should read it. 

t Little Lessons for Little Folks.” These 
are very pleasant storiesfor children. They 
explain many things in nature that are, 
when not understood, mysteries, but with 
the explanation simple and easy. Few chil- 
dren can read this book without being wiser 
and better, for it contains nothing but what 
should be taught, and the instruction is bene- 
ficial. Everybody wants to know all about 
plants and animals, diamonds, and precious 
stones, and the numerous minerals. This 
book does not describe all the animals nor 
minerals, but it does many of them, and in a 
very fascinating style. There are very few 
aged people but what can learn important 
truths from it. Buy one and you will never 
regret the money. It costs 40 cents, and can 
be had of Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, Snow- 
ville, Va., or at Tug TRUTH SEEKER office, 88 
Clinton Place, New York. 

The Truth Seeker Publishing Company, 38 
Clinton Place, New York, hav complimented 
the Gazetteer with the following publications 
recently issued by them : 

** Bible Temperance," by Edwin C. Walker. 
Mr. Walker givs in this little book every ref- 
erence to the drinking of intoxicating liquors 
to be found in the Bible, and these references 
are classified under the following heads: 
Passages unequivocally condemning the use 


-of wine (a short chapter, by the way); pas- 


sages commending or encouraging the use of 
wine or strong drink (a very long chapter) ; 
passages conditionally condemning the use of 
wine; passages which incidentally mention 
the use of wine; passages showing that 
scripture wine did intoxicate. We especially 
commend this little book to the members of 
the Women’s Christian Temperance Union. 
Price 10 cents. 

t Personal Existence after Death Improb- 
able,” by L. R. Smith. Mr. Smith has gone 
over the evidences presented by different 
classes in favor of immortality, and his con- 
clusion is that man is mortal. This book 
presents the facts of nature on which Mate- 
rialists base their conclusions in a strong 
light. ‘‘ Facts change beliefs, but beliefs can 
not alter facts," says Mr. Smith, in com- 
mencing the investigation, which is true 
enough. After going over the field he ar- 
rives at the conclusion ‘‘ that there is not the 
slightest foundation in known facts upon 
which belief in a future life can be built." 
The world generally does not agree with Mr. 
Smith, but it is easier to deny his conclusions 
than refute his arguments; and yet, how 
little do we know after all! We recommend 
this book to. Brother Burhans. Price 10 cents. 

** The Origin of the Christian Bible,” by O. 
B. Whitford, M.D. Price 25 cents. This is 
an exceedingly interesting book, and contains 
many facts regarding the origin of the books 
of the Old and New Testaments, of which 
most persons are utterly ignorant. We will 
not venture an opinion as to its merits, but 
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respectfully refer the matter to the editor of 
Our Battle Flag. 

-“ A Masonic Vindication of Right, a Pro- 
test against Persecution,” by O. B. Whit- 
ford, M.D. Mr. Whitford was a Freemason, 
was ‘‘ fired" out of the order by the grand 
lodge of Montana, because he wrote and pub- 
lished an antichristian book, and declared 
himself an Infidel. Masonry dates back by 
tradition to the time of King Solomon, con- 
sequently has nothing to do with Christianity, 
and hence Brother Whitford has a perfect 
right to “kick” against the action of his 
grand lodge. The pamphlet is interesting, 
and we respectfully recommend it to the 
thoughtful. consideration of the grand lodge 
of the state of Texas; which body, from re- 
cent decisions, we judge to be in harmony 
of sentiment with the grand lodge of Mon- 
tana. Price 15 cents.—Denison (Tex.) Gaz- 
eteer. : 


Ingersolls Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
* Humboldt,” ** "Thomas Paine,” * Individual- 
ity," and “ Heretics and Heresies.” 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: “ The Ghosts,” “Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” “The Declaration of In- 
dependence,” “About Farming in Minois,” 
“The Grant Banquet,” “The Rev. Alexander 
Olark," “The Past Rises before Me Like a 

, Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll.” 

Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25. 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 
ie Chri: By R. G. 


B. 
The Christian Religion. 
Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah §. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 
Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 
„Millions of these should be circulated. 
Vindication of Thomas Paine from 


the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 


ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents. 


Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 
ound in one volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr. Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on “ Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 
Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s “Tribute to 
8 Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banguet Toast,” and the recent address over 
“Little Harry Miller's Grave," that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large; clear type, suita- 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
to any address, for 50ctg, or either one for 15cts. 
Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book is a gem. Itis a modelin every re- 
spect. In fact, one of thé richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the çel- 
ebrated -‘ Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versations of the author. The work is designed 
for and be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
urpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gut back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. ` 
The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 


Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 
life, Aries $1.50 each. Every admirer of these 
apostles of Religious Liberty should hav them. 
Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 


panel, 10Xx17, $3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 
cents. 
.Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 

. By Gro. M. Davenrort. This is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 82 well-filled pages, costing only 
* a quarter,” but as full of meat as an egg. It is 
well called “practical,” for we find nothing un- 
practical init. Hens, ducks, Een and turkeys 
are particularly discussed and their economical 

breedin and keeping treated of. There are many 

practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition to 
the poultry literature of the day. 
TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
88 Clinton Place, New York. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


OR, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 
BY 
H. J. SEIGNEURET, 

Secularist. , 
Price,- - - - 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, itis now known to be the work of W 
H. Burr, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For gale at this office. 


Ingersoll’s Tributes. 
REOUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: 


The Vision of War, 
Tribute to his Brother, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 


The price of these heretofore has been $1.00. We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

38 Clinton Pl, New York. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Haact Ratios in Its 
Acquirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 


CONTENTS: Eeonomie Sehools: & brief re- 
view of their Origin. and Growth; Rise and 
Growth of Capitalism; Unearned Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Socia! Wealth; Land Own- 
ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
the Produetiv Faetors; Partnership and Co-op- 
eration; Law of Contraets; Money and Credit; 
Of Value or Eeonomme Ratios; Taxation as & 
Remedy; Reforms, net Remedies; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conelusion. 


Price, Cloth, $1.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKERB,. 
: Clinton Place, New York. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Futare 
Republic of North America, 
BY A CAPITALIST, 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the-present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remedy, the author thinks, is in communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it will be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. 


Paper,50c; cioth, $i. 


Address THE. TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
] 33 Clinton Place. New York. 


A STUDY 
PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 


BY LEWIS G. JANES. 


This book treats of. the natural evolution.of the 
Christian religion, its.historical.antecedents in 
Palestinian Judaism and Roman, Paganism ; in- 
yestigates the history of the founder of Christian- 
ity in the light of the latest scientific criticism of 
the New Testament; shows that: the true story of 
the Man. Jesus, and bis. genuin. teachings, are 
separable from the later legendary accretions 
which hav confounded. him with the mythical 
Christ, and traces the natural development: of 
Christian dogma. and. ecclesiastical institutions. 
Complete references and full:index. 820pp. 8vo, 
cloth, gilt top. Price $1.50. 


Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office. 


SACRED MYSTERIES 
AMONG THE 
Mayas and the Quiches 11,500 
Years Ago. - 


ORIGIN OF THE BIBLICAL MYTH 
By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. 


Ilustrated. - - E Price; $2.50. 
For Bale at this office. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


MeN or Busnüuss WHo Dip. SowerHING BESIDES 
Maxine Money. 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 
BY JAMES PARTON. 


This book contains 400 pagel Plainly printed, 
treating of Torty mz characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
Mr. Parton'8 works need no commendation. They 
&re Standard. 

- $1.25. 


Price’, - - - - 
THE TRUTH BEEKER. 
1$ Olinton Plana. Naw Vorb 


sth h- Breaking. 


BY J. E. REMSBURG. 


Author of “False Claims,” “Bible 
Morals,” Ete. 


-The best and most thorough work ever written 
on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 
view. i 

Large an? Handsome Print. 


25 cents. 


SINGLE Copms, - - 
$1.00. 


Six COPIES, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
88 Olinton Place, New York. 


Bible Temperance: 


LIQUOR DRINKING 


Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
by the Bible, 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


This is a companion book to Remsburg's “t Bible 
Morals." 48 pages; price 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Place, New York. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


VOLT AIRES ROMANCES. 


OONTENTS : 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.--Zadig ; 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princess 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowns. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature = Mioromiogas. = 
The World asit Goes.—lhe Black and the White. 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid P5 er. With 67 
opgravings, Price, cloth, bevele oards, $2.00. 
Hilf calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


33 Clinton Place, New York. 
The Secret of the East, 
OR, 


The Origin of the Christian Religion 
and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Price. $1.00. For sale at this ofice. 


FREETHOUGHT ^OVELS. 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonnell, 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 


est, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents: cloth, $1.25. 
Exeter Hall. * One of the most excit- 


ing romances of the day." Price: paper, 60 


cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot's works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404pages. $1.25. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radicalstory. From the London edition. By 
Winwood Reade, aifthor of Martyrdom of Man. 


30 cents. 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. € 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcel prepared to ex- 
ect to find, in Such & marked degree, even 
from 80 gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose briliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks." Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT OC. ADAMS. 


(loth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. By Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. he Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children's Story-Book everissued. 66full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heav; 
toned paper, broad margins, illuminate 

covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 


Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 
the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


pples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
e Young Folks, By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Seeond edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for pme masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued ata reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very 
much e value of the volume. i 

By 


Tie Youth's Liberal Guide. 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M, Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims atthe education of youth in the 

rinciples of Freethought, at the same time 

That it inculcates moral duties and human 
rights froma standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense. ddress THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 

_ vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 

refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions 

with numerous references and citations, tha 

are contradicted in terms by the same number 

of omer propositions in the same book. Price 
aan 


A 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:80 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on rehgious and social questions 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates. 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write. 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Earl 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. 
Price, 25 cents. 


By Wm. HENRY 


BURR. For sale at this office. 


is a regularly educat- 
ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, and 
the most suecessful. 
as his practice will 
prove: Givs cheer and 
pope to the RUMOR 

ysaying and proving 
that SPERMATOR- 
RH@A and IMPO- 
TENCY as the result 
of self-abusein youth 
and sexual excesses 
in maturer years, 
causing night emis- 
sions by dreams, loss 
of sexua] power, ren- 
dering marriage im- 
proper and unhappy 
etc., can be cure 
. ae . , Permanently by an 
outside application in sixty days. No failure in 
any case. 

t isone of Dr. Fellows’s valuable discoveries, 
whieh is entirely unknown to the madical profes- 
sion. ltir a medicin to be applied externally on 
the parts affected by pad and bandage, which 
cures by absorption, and which is the only reliable 
method «f curing Seminal Weakness and Loss of 
Sexual Power. i 

Send five 2-cent stamp: for his book “ Private 
Counselor,” telling all about the disease, and the 
external cure, with evidencesof success. Address 
Dr. R. P. FELLOWS, Vineland, N. J ; and say 
where you saw this advertisment. 


t@ Dr. Fellows begs leave to state that he ie 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character. 


; A PERFECT MODEL 


y 


PA 


or ONE OF 


SHDPPELL 


**SHOPPEL’S 
(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. " g 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces, for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for putting them together. 

While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. It is, in fact,a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, 80 exact that it is useful to 

uders: i 

55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000). 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1 New Design for a Chapel. : 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 

(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 

An Article on Villa Park Associations. 

BENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRIOE; $1. 
ddress 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASS0'N. 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other hag 
always opposed it. » 

Price, six copies, 80 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for: 
$3. We wish that the friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 

From the German of MAX NORDAU. 


SEVENTH EDITION. 
A most powerfully written book.—Phtla. Recerd 
This Book is not a Book! It is a Deed and 
those who oppose it val proye that they fear it.— 
na News. Tice cents. 
S Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
33 Clinton Pl.. New York. 


The Bible Analyse 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 
CONTENTS : 

The Old Testament.—The New Testament.—The 
Creation.—The Deluge.—The Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles cf the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
the Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 


Splendidly executed Sent 
ice, $8.00. 


Savior. 
Crown octavo, 888 pp. 
by mail, post paid. 
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diews of the mm 


Tanne lins bees & strike, attended by some 
violence, among the streetcar drivers of Bos- 
ton. 


Tar police took in forty-five persons for 


violating the excise law. in this city last Sun- | 


day. 


Snow and ice in Montana and Dakota 


` threaten not only floods and -disaster in the 


spring, but suffering and death during the 
“resent season. 


Cuna- has made full indemnity for the at- 
tacks on American missionaries some months 
ago, and the emperor has proclaimed tolera- 
tion throughout the empire. 


Tus Rev. Howard Crosby said last Sunday 
that he believed in the use of wine, and that 
the scriptures bore him out in that view. 
Some excitement was caused by this declara- 
tion. 


THREE of the boys who sing in the cathe- 
dral that Mrs. A. T. Stewart built at Garden 
City, Long Island, were drowned while cross- 
ing the ice on a pond on their way home 
from church last Sunday. 


HunGarran Monxacsy’s picture of ‘ Christ 
before Pilate” has been sold to Mr. Wana- 
maker, of Philadelphia, for something over 
$100; 000. which is the largest sum ever paid 
for a picture in this country. 


CLEVELAND has vetoed the pension bill hav- 
ing for its object the ‘‘relief of dependent 
parents and honorably discharged soldiers 
and sailors who are now disabled and depend- 
ent upon their own labor for support.” 


Tux coal-handlers’ strike is over, with no 
apparent gain on either side. The men who 
went on strike will go back to work at the 
old rates, provided they can find employment. 
Coal is dropping again to former prices. 


Birrs are being introduced in the national 
legislature at Washington to provide the 
country with guns, armor, and cruisers. 
There is a big surplus in the treasury, and 
some people think it should be spent at once. 


At Belfast, Ireland, last Saturday night, 
gangs of Orangemen and Catholics raised a 
riot and pelted one another with stones. 
They were dispersed by the police. One 
man was stabbed, and some policemen were 
bruised. 


Many of Dr. McGlynn’s parishioners hav 
signed a pledge that they will contribute no 
more money toward the support of the Cath- 
olic church until their pastor is restored to 
them. There is no prospect that McGlynn 
will be reinstated. 


New Yozx and Philadelphia capitalists hav 
just consummated what is one of the greatest 
coal deals ever made in the Monongahela 
valley. They bav secured about 6,000 acres 
of coal fields, and will control the price of 
coal to a very large extent. 


Mrs. Davip Rarrg, of Pekin, Ill., was taken 
to the asylum, having been crazed by religious 
excitement. This is the second case of insan- 
ity caused by the excitement attending a re- 
vival in Pekin, and citizens are taking steps 
to remove the revivalists from the city. 


Ture is somewhat of a secession from the 
pope in Germany. The Catholics of that 
country oppose Bismarck, while the pope 
supports him, and the people there as here 
are protesting against so mugh politics from 
Rome. It is claimed for the pope that his 
design in upholding Bismarck and his army 
bill is to preserve the peace of Europe. 


Tne Rev. S. C. George, pastor, of Cham- 
b rsburg, Pa., is charged with attempting to 
assault a servant girl while he was the guest 
of Dr. R. W. Ramsey. Mr. George declared 
that he was under the impression that the girl 
was sick when he attempted to enter her 
room. The Presbytery has dissolved his re- 
lation with the church, acquitted him of 
ciiminal assault, and reprimanded him for im- 
] rudence. 


A SEQUEL to the encounter between Gen. 
William Sooy Smith and the Rev. Oliver J. 
Booth, on a Niagara Falls train, on January 
9d, because of the clergyman’s attention to 
General Sinith's young wife, was the forced re- 
signation of Mr. Booth from the rectorship of 
the church of the Ascension. It was then re- 
ported that the rector had some habits which 
interfered with his duties. It is now an- 
nounced that Mr. Booth has gone to the Asy- 
lum for the Insane at Utica. The clergyman, 
it is said, has an unquestionable craving for 


. stimulants. 
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Gems of Üjhought. 


In the theology of India is found much that is 
metaphysical, much thatis abstruse, much of mys- 
tery, much that is lofty and elevated, much that 
is grand and poetic, and also much that is obscure 
and much that is absurd. Here is found the 
material that has proved a sufficient basis upon 
which to build subsequent systems of theology. . 
Here is the source of nearly all the dogmas, rites, 
sacraments, symbols, and sacred observances 
which hav been woven into more modern systems 
of religion.—D. M. Bennett. 


HI CONGRATULATE you,” said Miss Lascelles, a 
little coldly. “and yet there is something greater 
in life than domestic peace.” *“ No, no; there can 
be nothing better!" cried Mrs. Nisbett warmly. 
“There can be no real goodness where there is 
discord at home; and the woman who neglects 
her own family, that she may giv her time and 
energies to a ‘ cause,’ is doing wrong whatever the 
cause may be."—Afrs. Linton’s Under Which Lord. 

Norniwo lovelier can be found 
In woman than to study household good, 
And good works in her husband to bromote; 


ESSONS 


` 


FOLKS. 


ELMINA 


SLENKER). 


uns —NMilton's Paradise Lost. 
ws Bo much for the wife, now for the husband. 
cue To make a happy fireside clime, 
bn Fi To weans and wife— 
ls That's the true pathos and sublime 
HE Of human life. — Burns. 
IE 
al Tus gentleman is superior to all sectarian influ- 
lz E ence, jealousy, and passion. When you see a dog- 
E matist, you see one who has no conception of 

iE gentlemanly character in man. It is of no conse- 
[E quence whether the individual belongs to one sect 
al E or another: it is of absolute, vital importance 
i E that & person hav intelligence and conscience. 
[UE He should recognize his brother or sister what- 
[2 E ever belief may be avowed or disavowed by them ; 
lS for to be a good man or a good woman is more 
f = than a profession of faith in a religious creed, 
EIE and the two things are not necessarily connected. 
F : —Frothingham’s American Gentleman. 

= Stern law-giver ! yet thou dost wear 
ale f E The godhead's most benignant grace, 
z Nor know we anything so fair 
1 f NEW YORK: Asis the smile upon thy face; 
. Flowers laugh before thee in their beds, 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, ! And fragrauce in thy footing treads; 
: Jim Thou dort preserve the stars from wrong; 
p 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 2 And the most ancient heavens through thee are 
mque IBUBHRISUBIBHEUSUBURUSISURUSUSUSIE SH RI RURIRI st on 

sisi oerte rss ete Sa Od AE er d 


Odds and Gnds. 


THE archbishop of Paris will be the next to re- 
ceive the red hat from Rome, and is now safe in 
betting his old heddgear on the ward election. 


CALIFORNIA Widows stand no nonsense. An 
Oakland paper stated that a citizen had gone to a 
happier home, and the widow has sued the paper 
for libel. 


Omama man: “So you attended the French 
cooks’ ball at 8t. Louis?” St. Louis man: “ Yes.” 
“T hear it was a great success.” “It was—all but 
the supper.” 


Public Opinion tells us “How to Drink Water.” 
We know how already, as we drink nothing else. 
Pubiic Opinion ought to try itsskillon temperance 
society officers.— Puck. ; 


Sarp a maid, “I will marry for lucre,” 
And her scandalized ma almost shucre; 
But when the chance came, 

And she told the good dame, 
I noticed she did not rebucre. 


* Waar do you weigh, Pat?" ‘Sometimes four | 


hundred pounds, sir; and sometimes six hun- 
dred.” “How do you make that out?" ‘Well, 
y' see I'm drivin'for a coal dealer, an’ I always 
weighs the difference between the coal an’a ton.” 


“Loox here,” said a man this morning, going 
into his grocer's, “those eggs you sold me New 
Year's were bad.” “Well, that wasn’t my fault.” 
** Whose fault was it then?” * Blamed if I know. 
How should I tell what was insideof them? I’m a 
groceryman ; I'm no mind-reader.” 


‘“Yus,” said Mr. Hendricks to the minister, “I 
am proud of that dog. Why; he knows the differ- 
ent days of the week." Just then the dog began 
torun to a gun which stood in the corner, then 
back to his master, and wag his tail. **He's made 
a mistake this time, pa,” said Bobby; “he thinks 
it's Sunday.” 


A wOMAN was seated in a cutter in front of a 
store on Monroe avenue the other day when the 
horse began to kick, and a pedestrian caught him 
by the bridle and observed, **Seems as if he was 
frightened at something.” ‘Perhaps he is,” re- 
plied the woman as she tumbled out," but Ial- 
ways thought the front of a horge got scared 
first.” 


Youna husband: “It does seem to me you 
might learn how to cook better than that. My 
mother—" Young wife: “There, that will do ; I 
refrain from learning how to cook on principle.” 
* Oh, you do! Thinking of me, of course?” ** Noy 
of my son.” “Son?” “Yes; I don't intend he 
shall ever make any nice girl miserable, bragging 
about my cooking.” 


In the Arkansaw legislature. Member from 
White Oak Fork: '*Mr. Speaker, yo, sir, hav 
doubtless read something concerning the tariff. 
Sir, I am opposed to all kinds of oppression, and I 
therefore move you, sir, that we abolish the tariff.” 
Speaker : “That power belongs exclusivly to Con- 
gress.” “And hasn't the state of Arkansaw got 
anything to do with it?" '*No." * Then, sir, I 
was laboring under a misapprehension. As I 
arose to make a motion, I will withdraw my tariff 
motion and move you, Sir, that we adjourn till one 
o'clock," 


epe 
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To humbler functions, awful power ! 
Icall thee ; I myself commend 
Unto thy guidance from this hour; 
Oh, let my weakness hav an end ! 
Giv unto me most lowly wise, 
The spirit of self-sacrifice ; 
The confidence of reason giv— 
And, in the light of truth thy boudsman let me 
liv! —Wordsworth's Ode to Duty. 


‘In the days of Rome’s greatness one Marcus 
Cassius had a large cooperage at the corner of 
Appian Way and Mars Hill. Upon a certain day 
two of his apprentices sought to see which would 
make a better beer keg. Caius Antoninus was the 
successful competitor, which so maddened Titus 
Demetrius that he knocked in the head of Anto- 
ninus’s keg with a beetle. Caius cried aloud in his 
agony as he surveyed the ruin that had been ac-* 
complished. ‘See what a rent the envious casker 
made.” Rome’s downfall dated from that day. 


A Boy who had lived in Paris, Me., until he was 
eight or nine years old, and had gone regularly to 
church, where he had heard the doctrin of future 
punishment strenuously preached; moved to an- 
other town. In school one day the teacher told 
her little folks about some trivial misdemeanor 
which had been committed by some naughty boys. 
"Won't God punish ’em?” asked the youngster 
from Paris. The teacher, taken by surprise, hesi- 
tated. ‘Well, there's a God up, to Paris that 
would punish ’em, anyhow,” remarked our young 
friend before the teacher could answer. 


* You believe in the Bible, do you not ?" asked a 
man with yellow hair to & Lincoln-street dentist. 
“ Certainly,” replied the tooth carpenter, fasten- 
ing his foreepts on a stomach teoth of his ques- 
tioner. ‘Believe Cain killed Abel?” “Yes.” 
“Believe the injunction ‘Honor thy father and 
mother?’” ‘Of. course.” ‘And the-story about 
Jonah and the whale?” “Eh, eh.” “Believe the 
Bible right through, eh?” “ Yes, sir.” “ And there 
is nothing that would induce you to go 
against. the grain of a single sentence?” 
“No, sir. I am a firm believer in the 
Bible, and try. to practice what it preaches.” 
* Good. You think its all right to take a life for a 
life?" _“The Lord thought so; that’s good 
enough for me.” “ And an eye for an eye?” “At 
all times.” “And a tooth for a tooth?" “You 
bet, every time.” ‘ Well, just pull these two rows 
and giv me a set of false teeth in exchange.” 


**OA8U8 BELLI has been the cause of more wars 
than all. the other foreigners in this country put 
together,” said the driver of a Blue Island avenue 
car as he leaned heavily upon his brake. ‘Who 
brought on the Revolution? Casus Belli. Who 
started the war of 1812? Same cuss. Who was it 
that made us fit the South in'61? Casus Belli 
Who was it that tried his darndest to git up a war 
with Mexico? Belli. I see by the mornin' paper 
that the same beast is figerin’ on a war with Eng- 
land over a mess Of fish. In the country where I 
was reared a feller named Bostwick used to go 
round stirrin’ up fights between his neighbors. 
He had heaps of fun aslong as it lasted, but one 
day; late in the fall, an uncle of mine and the 
Kendrick family squatted themselvs in a brush 
heap, and when Bostwick came along they filled 
him so full of holes that he fell to pieces when they 
picked him up. I'm for chokin’ the gizzard out of 
this Belli, even if he does come from Roman and 
Italian stock. He's got no business in a free 
country. He's wuss'n Satan. How old is he, any- 
how?" 


I Hav made up my mind that if there is a God he 
will be merciful to the merciful—upon that rock I 
stand; that he will not torture the forgiving— 
upon thatrockIstand; that every mau should be 
true to himself, and that there is no world, no 
star in which honesty is a crime—upon that rock 
I stand; that the honest man, the kind, sweet 
woman, the happy child, hav nothing to fear 
either in this world or the world to come. Upon 
that rock I stand.—Ingersolt. 


WHENEVER the clamorous passions of the lower 
nature in man hav been raging at will and drag- 
. ging him down and creating war in the soul, 
whenever these are sílenced and brought into 
subjection to the higher nature, then there is 
peace where there. was discord, there is joy where 
there was shame and sorrow, there is a couscious- 
ness of salvation—salvation of character—where 
before there was damnation. This is the atone- 
ment I believe in. Not vicarious atonement. 
Not another suffering for me, but my higher 
nature suffering in tears, sorrow stricken, 
yea, crucified—because of the sins and shame 
of my lower nature. ‘And the atonement 
is a natural at-one-ment of the lower and 
higher nature, whenever the immoral demands of 
the lower are subjected to the moral commands of 
the higher.—W. H. Spencer. 


Ir there is a devil, he is God's devil. Either this 
or God isnot infinit. If he is infinit, then there 
is nothing in the world which is not a fraction of 
his wholeness.—John W. Chadwick. 


Lrirz lies before us, not behind, and when things 
are done with it isa man’s duty to go past them 
and press forward to new duties.-—Mrs. E. Lynn 
Linton. 


"Wisg man was he who counseled that specula- 
tion should hav free course, and look fearlessly to- 
ward all the thirty-two points of the compass, 
whithersoever and howsoever it listed.—Cariyle’s 
Sartor Resartus. 2. 


“Turk of a being,” James Mill used to say, 
* who would make a hell--who would create the 
human race with the infallible knowledge, and 
therefore with the intention, that the great ma- 
jority of them would be consigned to horrible and 
everlasting tormenta."—J. S. Murs Autobiography. 


MATERIALISM [tbis used to be the favorit name 
with Mr. Underwood for what was the opposit of 
orthodox Christianity, and may be considered an- 
other name for Infidelity, or what now passes as 
Agnosticism], which recognizes no other god than 
nature, no better worship than work, no better 
religion than morality, no other life than this, is 
the belief of no small numbers in this conntry, as 
well as in Europe, and it is making its influence 
felt among thoughtful minds of every class. It 
has among its friends soma of the most profound 
and cultivated minds of the age. The masses, al- 
though they can giv but scanty. attention to 
scientific and philosophical questions. hav caught 
the spirit of the age, and are thinking less about 
God and more about themselvs, inquiring less as 
to “what they shall do to be saved” in another 
world, and asking more how they can add to their 

comfort and prosperity in this world.— Underwood, 
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dotes and Clippings. ` 


TWENTY-FIVE more Mormon elders are re- 
ported to be in the South making converts to 
this sect of Christianity. 

Tre Senate of this state has passed by a 
vote of 20 to 9 a bill giving women the right 
to vote in municipal electious. 


Tar Leavenworth, Kan., Times thinks 
that the enfranchisment of women will be 
an issue in that state at an early day. 


GENERAL BoorH, of the Salvation Army, 
says that he livs and sleeps clothed in red, 
and that he hopes to die and be buried in it. 
Some of his back-sliding converts hope that 
the redness will be continued to the extent of 
Avernian vestments. 


A FEW months ago there was an account in 
this column of the burning of a young woman 
in the West, whosg nightdress caught fire as 
she kneeled in prayer. Miss Josephine Mac- 
key was fatally burnt in the same way in 
Louisville the other evening. ‘She was kneel- 
ing before an open fire, and a coal snapped 
out upon her dress. 


TEREE years ago John Lute secured a claim 
in Bargent county, Dakota, and two years 
after died. The widow was left with the 
claim, a cabin, and five children under ten 
years of age, and with her own hands she is 
making a living for them off the land. One 
of the coldest dáys recently she went alone 
three miles to haul a load of straw for her 
stock. On the way the load upset. and she 
reloaded, with the thermometer 25° below 
zero. 


Senator Blair,the New Hampshire hypocrit, 


says the World, has a curious conception of 
the true significance of the phrase *'pro- 
gressiv legislation." He wishes to force upon 
the people an old-fashioned, puritanical, blue- 
law Sunday. If Senator Blair had his way 
no cars should run, no newspapers be sold, 
no mail be distributed, no boots be shined, no 
chins be shaved, on the day of rest. But the 
world does not roll backward, and dubbing 
legislation ‘‘ progressiv” is not an effectiv 
way to deceive the public. 

A REVIVAL has been in progress at the Fair 
Haven church for & number ef weeks, and 
many hav professed conversion. Edward 
Berry, one of the leaders of the colored 
population of the little hamlet, was a convert, 
and soon became violently crazy. In his 
paroxysms he imagined that he was John the 
Baptist. He was taken to the Trenton Asy- 
lum for the Insane, and after a great deal of 
suffering died. It seems to us that it would 
be well for the Methodists to keep negroes 
out of their revivals rather than out of their 
universities. 


J. B. PankEs, a substantial farmer living 
near Kingston, Madison county, Ky., has suc- 
cessfully trained a force of seven large mon- 
keys to work in his hemp flelds, and to break 


|and prepare the hemp for market. They do 


the work more quickly and better than the 
negroes he formerly employed, and at about 
one-fourth the cost. It required about four 
months of patient work to train the animals, 
but they now do their task with rare intelli- 
gence. The monkeys were sent to Mr. 
Parkes by a brother, who is in business in 
Cape Town, South Africa, and who had seen 
the animals put to similar uses there, Mr, 


Parkes has sent for ten more of the useful im- 
itators of human workmen, six of them to be 
used by John G. Taylor, a neighboring farmer, 
who is also an extensiv raiser of hemp.—Vew 
York Times. 

AwarrmG the decision of the Andover 
Board of Visitors upon the recent heresy 
trial, the Philadelphia Hoening Call sarcastic- 
ally observes: ‘‘The Kamschatkans, the 
Hawaiians, the Zulus, and others of the be- 
nighted lovers of candles and despisers of all 
raiment except plng hats, are no doubt 
anxiously awaiting the decision of the learned 
clerical court. Of course, if these Boston 
theologians determin that the heathen must 
hear of Christianity before he dies, and will 
not be permitted to hav any chance after- 
ward, the lovers of missionary diet will hav 
to bow to the inevitable. The fact that the 
people engaged in the case cannot by any 
possibility know anything about What they 
are to decide, will not make any difference. 
There will be a decision all the same, and one 
that the ruler of the land of the large umbrella 
will be compelled to respect; if not in this 
world, certainly in the next, which is com- 
pletely under the dominion of these theolog- 
ical ‘ Pooh-Bahs.’” 


Tue Legislativ Committee on Railroads of 
Connecticut has reported favorably a substi- 
tute bill to regulate the running of Sunday 
trains. It provides that no railroad company 
shall run any train on Sunday, except from 
necessity or mercy. Before 10:80 a.m. and 
after 8 p.m. it may run trains carrying United 
States mails, or such other classes of trains as 
may be authorized by the railroad commis- 
sioners, to whom an application must be 
made, stating that such trains are required 


by public necessity or for the preservation of 
freight. No freight shall be unloaded except 
from necessity or mercy. A violation of the 
act is punishable by a fine of $250, to be 
recovered by the state. No company shall 
transport passengers on Sunday for less than 
the. highest regular fare collected on week 
days, and no commutation, special bargain, 
or mileage tickets shall be provided for use 
on Sunday under & penalty of $50. The act 
is not to be considered as repealing or super- 
seding existing statutes, which prohibit 
secular work or recreation on Sunday, ex- 
cept so far as it may be found in its operation 
to be inconsistent with them. 


*"ReGuLATORS' are at work in the back. 
woods of Chester county, 8. C. "They are 
ignorant men and. women who are banded 
together to purify their neighborhood of all 
licentiousness and other wickedness, and are 
very religious, and they always hold prayer- 
meetings before going out on raids. Their 
practice is to go to the house of & person 
whom they think in need of correction and 
take him out into the woods, and, after de- 
livering him & speech on the effects of his 
evil-doing, pray over him and then apply the 
lash. The number of lashes depends on the 
enormity of the crime. After chastisment 
the Regulators warn their victim that the 
treatment will be repeated for every act in 
continuation of his evil-doing. Among those 
who hav received attentions from the Regu- 
lators are violators of the Prohibition laws, 
disturbers of church service, and adulterers. 
A white man was severely whipped for living 
openly with a colored woman, while a colored 
man found in the house at the time of the 
raid was whipped for being in bad company. 
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Communications. 


Ethics.* 


The late John Roach, in a published argument 
concerning our shipping interests, said that he had 
. Within fifteen years performed $100,000,000 worth of 
work, and usually employed more than five thousand 
men, but he had never asked a favor, and never had 
a lawsuit or a complaint of defectiv workmanship. 
Some years ago, while in the practice of law, I 
brought suit for clients in New York against the 


Pennsylvania Central Railroad Company: ---Soon- 


after there came a statement that the pendency of a 
suit, wholly irrespectiv of its merits, with so _power- 
ful a corporation impeded future business and profits 
in dealing with the same corporation, in such a de- 
gree that to carry it to trial, whatever its result, 
would damage my clients to an amount many times 
greater than the sum involved. With each expan- 
sion in their own business it had become less possible 
for them to quarrel with profit. Thus with evolution 
of the individual in power, and with the simultaneous 
rise of those with»whom he deals, there is an ascend- 
ing scale in ethics. The savage animal, pauper, 
tramp, pirate, zero stage is, if he has what you want, 
kill him. This is the Cain and Abel stage. The 
second criminal stage is, don’t kill but rob him. 
This is the Joseph and his brethren stage. The 
third stage, don’t rob but defraud him. This is the 
Jacéb and Esau stage. The fourth stage is, don't 
defraud him but sue him. This is the Roman and 
British stage, when the law takes the place of the 
club, and perjury supersedes violence. The fifth 
stage is, don't sue him but buy him, he can be useful 
to you hereafter. This is the Simon Cameron, Oakes 
Ames, Jay Gould stage. The sixth stage is, don't 
buy him, but explain the matter to him so that he 
will discern the harmony between his interests and 
yours. This is the stage we are all anxiously wait- 
ing for. To pass from the first stage to the sixth, a 
race must undergo industrial, scientific, and super- 
stitious changes which spread over several thousand 
years. In the first stage he isa hunter of beasts 
and of men. In the fourth, fifth, and sixth stages he 
has never carried a weapon nor fired a gun. In the 
first he clothes himself in the pelts of the animals he 
has slain. In the sixth he could not tell within three 
thousand miles where or by whom any article of his 
apparel was made. In the first stage he saw a 
: mysterious evil spirit in henbane and another under 
the serpent’s tongue, and to this he attributes the 
poison. But in the sun, earth, and winds there are 
other spirits. He is a fetichist or polytheist. The 
number of gods he believes in bears a general pro- 
portion to the number of men he has slain. His 
superstitions are coterminous with his crimes, and 
his erimes are the measure of his lack of social 
power. In the sixth stage he delegates the care of 
poisons to his physician, and the care of the mysteries 
to his theologian; and it is all he can do to get a 
` moment’s peace, because his front door bell is con- 
tinually on the ring to let in some new financier who 
has a scheme for making him richer. If any person 
raises a quarrel with him, a hundred influential per: 
sons are ready with their mediation, their services, and 
their cash to aid him in settling it. If you doubt that 
all the principles of ethics undergo a complete revo- 
lution as you advance in wealth, that your rights in- 
crease and your obligations diminish, try the experi- 
ment of causing it to be believed that you hav got a 
surplus of five millions which you would like to in- 
vest on good security. An adventurer in New York, 
a few years ago, being actually penniless, lived three 
years on the deposits which flowed in to him from 
people who thought he had five millions to lend. He 
bought him a country seat, a turnout, and came near 
going to Congress. Thus we see that all the amiabil- 
ities, virtues, amenities, kindnesses, affections, ten- 
dernesses, devotions, and disinterestnesses are show- 
ered upon us in the degree that we rise in that social 
power which stands expressed in the three forms of 
wealth, position, and reputation. It is idle to say 
that this is not an ethical gain. Itinvolves the true 
secret of all ethical gain. When Lear had given away 
his kingdom to his daughters, he learned gradually 
that they had no moral characters. If he had kept 
his kingdom they would hav continued loving and 
affectionate. 

The civilizee accomplishes far more in the way of 
self-gratification by purchasing, persuading, induc- 
ing, than the barbarian does by killing, lying, steal- 
ing, coveting, etc. But he does it by means of later 
appliances which in earlier ages did not exist at all, 
and which even to-day do not exist in the hands of 
some. 

An advance in ethics, therefore, means the substi- 
tution of those means of commanding the services 
and cooperation of our fellow-man whieh are inci- 
dent to abundant wealth and a well-trained intellect 
for those which are incident to scant resources and 

` mere animal passion without intelligence. For, as 
the individual man develops in health, wealth, intel- 


* By Van Boren Denstow. 


leet, social power, and address, he constantly comes. 


into possession of a larger power to make the in- 
terests of others harmonize with. his own interests, 
and a larger wisdom in the use of this power. With 
this accession of power the disposition to kill, lie, 
steal, to carry off one’s neighbor’s wife or slaves, dis- 
appears, and thé decalog resolves itself down into 
one command—what you can't obtain by persuasion 
or purchase, by reason or work, wait for. 

Ethical growth, then, is merely the growth of the 
power of the individual over his environment, and as 
it proceeds, the individual, instead of acquiring new 
ethical rules, forgets the old, and finds himself con- 
scious more and more that life consists in liberty, 
while law loosens, one by one, its shackles, like the 
schoolmaster, the parent—which are combined in the 
church and’ Mrs. Grundy—but finally leaves him, if 
he.desires it, an absolutely free man, free even from 
the last forms of bondage—the fear of what others 
will say. 

It is well, however, to observe the condition on 
which this emancipation can alone happily proceed. 
viz., that of free exchange, which implies a large 
capital and a good bank account on the part of the 
person who claims the right to be thus free. He 
may take up his residence in the big house on the 
hill, provided he is at all times ready to tender a fair 
exchange of thoughts, truths, and purposes with 
those who dwell in the valley. No man can be hap 
pily free from the obligation to serve his fellow-man. 
But as his freedom increases and his means increase, 
this service, which was once a bondage, becomes the 
strongest of all the passions, since every element of 
self-sacrifice disappears from it, and in serving others 
he is always serving himself. 

What, then, is this power within which makes for 
righteousness? It is simply the power within to 
adapt itself to the powers without. It is called in 
Genesis replenishing the earth and subduing it. It 
is called in political economy the growth of the 
power of man over nature. It is called by Spencer 
the increasing adaptation of man to his environment. 
It is, called by Fourier the harmonial adaptation of 
the passions to the universe. The word passion has 
been falsely identified by the religious with those 
qualities of our nature most essential to our exist 
ence, such as the passion for personal freedom, the 
appetite for food, the passion for property, for 
power, for the sympathy of the other sex, etc. 

These we hav been told by those distorters of hu- 
man nature—the priests—are to be subjected to the 
rack, the thumbscrew, and the gibbet; and, in their 
stead, the hight of ethics will consist. in magnifying 
those other passions by means of which priesthoods 
are aided in taxing mankind for their own support, 
such as the passion for knowing something. about 
what can't be known; the passion for doing wrong 
without being punished for it; thé passion for hav- 
ing our wishes obeyed by the deity so as to run the 
universe in some degree ourselvs; a passion which 
finds its vent in prayer; the passion for finding out 
what is to become of us after death, and for insuring 
ourselvs against accidents in that connection. 

These passions hay nothing to do with the welfare 
of the individual, and tend only to the preservation 
of the priest, to the building of costly edifices for 
him to strut in, either physically in his costly robes 
or intellectually in his ideas, most of which relate 
wholly to magnifying the machine of which he isa 
part. This has resulted in an inverted ethics known 
as religious ethics, in which all passions and duties 
are made to be holy in just the degree that they 
benefit the priest and the ecclesiastic machine only, 
and are base and groveling in the degree that they 
tend to make the people grow in wealth, in freedom, 
and depth of thought, in individual independence and 
in moral self-sufficiency. The priest’s effort has al- 
ways been to conquer the growing man with mystery. 

But this is the reversal of the natural process, the 
end of which is the complete triumph of man over 
destiny, when he stands on the summit of Mt. Nebo, 
with all of nature below him—conscious that he is 
himself the highest development of mind known or 
knowable—that that which has been called God is 
only his own shadow thrown upon the clouds—that 
&bove him there is no heaven, only empty spaces and 
silent stars, that below him there is no hell, only 
nature’s lawns and the volcano’s fires—that before him 
is the great mystery which no plummet has sounded, 
upon which Moses, Jesus, and Paul, pope, bishop. 
and preacher, all enter, knowing absolutely nothing 
as to whither they are going. 

The right, therefore, is like the present, an ever- 
shifting standard. A few years ago slavery was right 
—the best thing possible, because the very money in 
which to pay wages did not exist. To-day slavery is 
wrong, but working for wages is right. In & few 
years more, perhaps, working for wages will be deemed 
a form of slavery, and all men will demand to be per- 
mitted to work for profits. Soa few years back it 
was thought not disgraceful that woman should be 
purchased in marriage, and the money paid. To-day 
it is disgraceful to buy 
not the toil of man. 


-Men may possibly demand the same choice of work- 


ing where they can work passionately, a$:women now 
demand of loving where they-can love passionately. 
Yesterday was the day of force. To-day is the day . 
of purchase, but purchase may not last forever. Be- 
hind it stalks the age of reason. We think to-day 
there could be no society without the judge, the 
penitentiary, and the scaffold. Two centuries ago 
they thought there could be no society without the 
rack, the thumbscrew, and the Inquisition. 

The first step in ethics is to "learn that the whole 
structure is transitory—that with the advance of man 
toward his highest destiny the old -religion becomes 
a tinkling curiosity, like the old school-bell; the old 
work is looked back upon as if it were a pair of gyves 
upon the wrists; the old science dissolves into the 
mere husks which enfolded for us the new truth, and 
at the very apex of the great pyramid of Existence 
stands the new man, transfigured into all the fulness 
of sovereignty, serenity, and light, declaring to the 
universe in his own behalf, Thou shalt hav no other 
gods before me, for I, Humanity, am a jealous god, 
and am unwilling that any shall worship the shadows 
in presence of the substance. 

———— — À$-4————— —— ——— 


The Christian Amendment to the National 
Constitution. . 


When a building full of people and property has 
been blown to pieces by the explosion of a dynamite 
shell within its walls, and the whole neighborhood is 
terrified by the concussion, those who flock to see 
the ruins immediately ask the questions, Who fired 
the bomb? where was the deadly material manufact- 
ured? who brought it here? and what was the motiv 
in producing all this wreck of property and life? 

Mr. Washburn, in his lecture delivered at Investi- 
gator Hall, and which is.handsomely published in 
the Investigator of the 25th of January, exhibited 
and commented on a dynamite bomb which he 
found in the organization and purposes of the Na- 
tional Reform Association, better understood as-the 
God-in-the-Constitution party. But I strongly sus- 
pect there was not a man in his audience who knew 
where this particular bomb came from, who made it, 
and how it ever got into a country like this, whose ` 
government is entirely secular, and knows nothing of 
any God, any religion, or any other world but this. 
Now, I respectfully submit to Mr. Washburn, whom I 
regard as a very heavy piece of metal in the Radical 
park of artillery wherewith we are battering down 
the fabric of the old superstition, that he-prepare an- 
other lecture, in which he will giv information on the 
points mentioned in the gentence inimediately preced- 
ing this; for Ithink no person can understand the 
proper relations between the state and the church, 
and the large, iniquitous progeny born of an adulter- 
ous union, unless he is acquainted with Scotch and 
English history, and especiaily that part of it which 
began with the sixteenth century and extended down 
to the final expulsion of the Stuart race of kings from: 
the English throne. As I hav lived for half a century 
in western Pennsylvania, where this amendment 
party was organized, and which is still its stronghold, 
I at the time it began its career attacked it, and, of 
course, to do so intelligently and intelligibly, had to 
examin the subject carefully. Now, if Mr. Washburn 
will take the hint above given, and prepare a second 
lecture on the same subject,. he will find all the 
material he needs in the volume entitled “The Con- 
fession of Faith,” published in 1813 by W. W. Wood- 
ward, of Philadelphia, and containing, besides the 
“Confession of Faith,” and “Larger and ‘Shorter 
Catechisms,” three very remarkable documents: First, 
“ The National Covenant of the Church of Scotland,” 
subscribed at first by the king’s majesty and his 
household in the year 1580, and thereafter by persons 
of all ranks in 1581, and then again by Charies IT. at 
Spey in 1650, and at Scone in 1651. Secondly, and 
next in order, the famous document called the 
“Solemn League and Covenant,” signed by all ranks 
and conditions of men from the king down. Third, 
“A Solemn Acknowledgment of public sins and 
breaches of the Covenant, and a solemn engagement 
to all the duties contained therein.” If Mr. Washburn 
would trace the history of that movement in the 
British Isles down to the.time when a handful of the 
old Cameronians, disgusted and disheartened with 
the government for annulling the Solemn League 
and Covenant, migrated to these shores, about one 
hundred years ago, and set up the same. claims for 
Jesus Christ as king of this nation as their fathers 
set up for him as king of Scotland and England, a 
lecture could be made of deep interest to those who 
are not content with studying things on the surface, 
but wish to make themselvs happy, as the Roman 
poet expresses it, in understanding the causes which 
produce them. 

The great advantage which the founders of our 
government and the framers of our Constitution had 
was that the history of the world lay before them, 
every page of which shed light on the subject of their 


the affections of woman, but| study. Our government was not & growth, as the 
But as the world grows richer, ; British, French, and every other government in 


it may, peradventure, come to be as disgraceful to| Europe was, out of religious barbarism. It was a 
offer coin for toil as it now is to offer it for love. | new creation altogether, adumbrated by the miracu- 
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lous birth of Minerva, mature and all armed, from the 
brain of Jupiter. The theory promulgated by the 
God-in-the-Constitution party, which appeals 80 pow- 
erfully to the chivalric loyalty of every Christian to 
Christ as his leader and king, is not an untried one. 
It was tried thoroughly, as any one may see from the 
authorities I hav quoted, in Scotland and England, 
and is proved by its own documents to hav been 
the prolific mother of hypocrisy and of sin generally, 
in all its shapes and forms. But the mischief is, that 
in this heels-over-head, rough-and-tumble insanity of 
money-making, which characterizes our age, men will 
not take time to examin the subject in the light of 
history and philosophy. The benumbing influence 
of this craze after wealth, this ridiculous ambition to 
be known as a millionaire, is seen in the radicals them- 
selvs. Look at the tameness of their submission to 
the constitutional and legal enactments of the differ- 
ent states of the Union, throwing out of court the tes- 
timony of a man in cases involving liberty, life, char- 
acter, and property, unless he believes the false and 
. childish dogmas of the popular religion. For when 
the framers of the Constitution had nearly finished 
their work of making it a purely secular instrument, 
remembering, as they did, that the organic laws of 
' the thirteen states were modeled after the priest-rid- 
den nations of Europe, and had no proper regard for 
the rights of mankind concerning religion, they de- 
signed to cure the evil by Article 6, Section 2, of the 
Constitution, declaring that “this Constitution, and 
the laws of the United States which shall be made in 
pursuance thereof, and all treaties made, or which 
shall be made, under the authority of the United 
States, shall be the supreme law of theland ; and the 
judges in every state shall be bound thereby, any- 
thing in the Constitution or laws of any state to the 
contrary notwithstanding.” And yet Chief Justice 
Waite, who is an Episcopalian Christian, in adminis- 
. tering the oath of office to Garfield and Arthur, as 
presidents of the United States, made them both 
“kiss the book.” i 
Mr. Washburn says that the “watchword of the 
amendment party is ‘unity of essentials ;’ these es- 
sentials being the doctin of the trinity, total de- 
pravity, vicarious atonement, and the necessity of 
faith in Jesus Christ, to secure salvation.” The chain 
of doctrins, however, is not complete. It lacks the 
last, and most important link of all: salvation from 
what? Why, from eternal hell-fire. But the revolu- 
tionists, as I call them, omitted these fearful words, 
in order to catch such gudgeons as Dr. Miner, of the 
Universalist Church, and Dr. Mayo, of the Unitarian. 
But Mr. Washburn amazes me by saying, “ It does 
not seem possible that a very large party could be 
formed on such a platform as that.” Why, look at 
the great national sects, by which I mean those sects 
whose churches are located in all the states of the 
Union—the Presbyterians, the Baptists, the Method- 
ists, the Lutherans, the Episcopalians, and, I may 
add, the Congregationalists, who are powerful in the 
New England states, and in all that tier of states in 
the Northwest over which the New England emigra- 
tion has swept. To this day, with all the abrad- 
ing influence of civilization and common sense 
against them, the Puritan notion that you can, and 
ought to, make a man religious and moral by law is 
rife, as is seen in the prohibitory legislation which 
abjures the national Constitution and sets up the 
authority of the Bible in its place. A man such 
as Beecher was before the locks of hisstrength were 
shorn off by Delilah, with the fire of the old Crusad- 
ers, Peter the Hermit and Saint Bernard, in his soul, 
and followed by a host of younger apostles like him- 
self—there is no telling what they might not do if 
. they would undertake a new crusade to glorify Christ 
by putting him and his religion into the Constitution 
and making presidents, governors, and legislators 
out of his “saints.” The sects of this country raise 
millions of dollars every year to support their religion 
at-home and abroad. The politicians are all under 
cow to them, a8 was evinced in our Pennsylvania 
legislature a few weeks ago, when a simple-hearted 
member, at the opening of the session, moved to dis- 
pense with the empty formality of a chap!ain’s pray- 
ers. The politicians of both parties fell upon him 
as a lot of hungry wolves would fall upon a stray 
sheep, for his impiety, while not one of them really 
cared a snap of his finger for religion or any of its 
formalities. It was only intended to show their con- 
‘stituents at home what good Christians they were. 
Look &t the voluntary contributions made to the 
class called evangelists or revivalists, who are gener- 
erally illiterate men, but full of zeal and the Holy 
Ghost in converting sinners. They are all making 
themselvs rich—Moody and Sankey, Sam Jones, and 
Sam Small, to say nothing of the reverend layman, 
Joseph Cook, and the women preachers. All that 
saves us from a crusade to revolutionize the country 
and “put the government.squarely under Christ and 
his saints" is the extent to which the leaven of Infi- 
.delity has leavened the whole lump of state and 
"^ ehurch. I know we liv in the nineteenth century, 
* but human nature is the same now as it ever was, 
and whenever you meet with a really religious man, 
^ -you gee one who, if you know how to play upon the 
* Instrument of his feelings of loyalty and devotion to 


Christ his savior, can be lashed into excitement that 

would dare and do anything in his serviee. I don't 

like the idea of our liberties lying at the mercy of 

any set of men. A. B. B. 
Enon Valley, Pa., Jan. 30, 1887. 
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The Four Canonical Gospels. 


Any student of the only authentic writings of the 
first century, viz, Paul's and Clement of Rome’s 
epistles, is at once convinced that there existed then 
no such work as that called the four canonical gos- 
pels. No allusion, quotation, or intimation of their 
existence can be gained from these authentic writers. 
Latér on, and in the beginningof the second century, 
numerous gospels appeared, such as that of Nicode- 
mus, of the Infancy of Jesus, of the Virgin Mary, the 
Memoirs of the Apostles, the Protevangelion, which 
we hav, and many others now lost, but from which 
the fathers of the second century quoted freely, giv- 
ing most of the time the name óf the gospel from 
which their quotations were taken. But up to the 
year 180, not a single one of them quoted from any 
of the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John; the names of these evangelists appear no- 
where in their quotations. This is so absolutely true 
and correct that we invite every Secularist to defy 
and challenge all the priesthood, Catholic or Protest- 
ant, to produce one single authentic instance where 
a father of the church makes a quotation, declaring 
that it is taken from Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John, 
prior to the year 180. 

In that year, 180, Theophilus, bishop of Antioch, 
was the first Christian writer (ad Antolycum, ii, 22), 
who quoted one of the gospels, as follows: John says 
that “in the beginning was the word, and the word 
was with God.” (See Waite, History of the Christian 
Religion, p. 354.) Up to that time the fathers had 
preached and quoted every day from thirty or more 
other gospels, never from the canonical ones. This 
is certainly a proof that the gospels of Matthew, 
a Luke, and John were not in existence prior to 

80. 

But in that year, and in the following ones, the 
Christian world was flooded with the first edition of 
these freshly manufactured gospels, bound in one 
volume. This sudden apparition of hitherto unknown 
gospels was the work of a gang of forgers, at the head 
of whom were Eleutherus, bishop of Rome, and Ire- 
nus, a fanatic at his service, as will be demonstrated 
immediately. ' : 

Such a fcrgery has not even the excuse of being a 
pious fraud, invented for the glory of God, as many 
others hav been; it was made only and espe- 
cially to satisfy the ambition of the bishop of Rome 
by elevating him above all other similar digni- 
taries of Christendom. His accomplice, Irenæus, 
who was. another subaltern ambitious, was also, as 
a reward for his services, to be invested with a 
bishopric in Gauls. What Eleutherus wanted was to 
establish as a positiv fact that Christ gave all his 
powers to Peter, and that Peter transferred them to 
all his successors on the seat of Rome, of which al- 
ready popular opinion had been adroitly induced to 
believe that Peter had been the first bishop. To es- 
tablish these points by authentie writings, there was 
an apparently insuperable difficulty ; not a single 
one of the thirty or more gospels then in use could 
supply a word, text or sentence which could be inter- 
preted as giving to Peter more authority than to the 
other disciples. Eleutherus was not to be stopped 
by such a diffieulty. If there were no text in the old 
gospels to foster his ends, he had to make new gos- 
pels in which they would be found. Hence the for- 
gery was resolved. Exactly how the desired interpo- 
lation was done of course we do not know, but it is 
presumable that it was done by forging marginal 
additions as desired on some of the manuscripts of the 
old gospels so freely used in the composition of the 
new ones, which marginal additions Eleutherus and 
Irenæus forced their scribes to insert in the new text, 
as being an authentic part of the old ones; and so it 
was done. 

That they had a large force of scribes is evident 
from the rapidity with which that new edition was 
distributed in Europe, Asia, and Africa, during the 
years included between 180 and 190, where they 
are found in almost general use, and where they were 
unknown ten years previous. 

Now what were these forgeries? Not many cer- 
tainly, but all to the point. Some of them may be 
cited here and are certainly forgeries, since such texts 
cannot be found in the old gospels from which the 
new gospels were entirely manufactured. In Luke 
xxii, 29, Christ is made to say to all his disciples: 
“I giv unto you a kingdom, as my father has given 
one to me.” -In Matthew xviii, 18, he intrusts to all 
his disciples the power to bind or loose everything 
on the earth, promising to ratify their doings in 
heaven. These are forgeries, made for the purpose 
of erecting the priesthood as a privileged aristocracy 
above the common people. But now we come to the 
forgeries made for raising Peter above the other 
bishops. In Matthew xxvi, 18, they made Christ say 
to Peter: “ You are a rock, and on that rock I will 
build my church.” In verse 19, he is said to hav 
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given to-Peter the keys of the kingdom of heaven, 
and also, of course, the power tobind and loose every 
thing on the earth. This was one of the main objects 
to be attained, viz., erecting Peter as the successor 
of Christ. The next one was to give Peter the power 
over the other disciples, and over all laity; it was 
forged and inserted in the manuscript intrusted to 
the scribes or monks who were writing the gospel of 
John, and is found there in chapter xxi, 15, 16, 17, 
where Christ is supposed to hav given to Peter the 
supremacy over the sheep and the lambs; that is to 
say, over the whole clergy, and over their flocks. 
The introduction of the above text was the only 
motiv for the production of the four canonical gos- 
pels. j 
We hav said that the forgers used scribes, and we 
must add that these were Greek students, at least 
those who were intrusted with the reduction ; the 
other ones may hav been simple copyists, slaves prob- 
ably, as there were any amount of them in Rome in 
these times. Who were these Greek writers? Most 
probably the monks already installed at Rome from 
Alexandria, where they originated, and from whence 
they sent colonist into Antioch, Ephesus, Corinth, 
and other large cities of the empire, during the late 
end of the second century. (See Sesarios, Zozomen, 
and especially Jerome, the vitd eremit., part 3.) These 
were nativ Greeks of Egypt, and were Greek students. 
Hence the first four gospels’ Greek text ; the first Latin 
version was that of Jerome, at the end of the third 
century. 
These monks left imprinted on these gospelg many 
material proofs of their part in it, not only in the 
idiom of the Greek language used by them, but also 
in many places in the text itself; and, since I hav 
quoted John’s gospel about the lambs and the sheep, 
it will not be amiss to finish this short notice by 
calling the attention of the faithful to the two last 
verses of that (John’s) gospel. ‘We read in xxi, 24: 
* This is the disciple (John) which beareth witness 
of these things, and who wrote these things, and we 
know that his witness is true.” Who says we know ? 
Certainly it is not John himself, since the writers 
speak of John. The we are evidently the Greek 
monks who wrote the Greek gospel of John. The 
last verse (25) seems to bear the stamp of the fanatic 
Irenæus. He don't say we, he says £ Speaking of 
the deeds of Christ, he says, “If they should be 
written every one, J suppose that even the world 
itself would not contain the books that should be 
written.” This is, I believe, the greatest hyperbole 
of language ever risked by any writer. We may at- 
tribute it to Eleutherus, but probably it is the work 
of the fanatic Irenæus. H. J. SxiexxunxT, M.D. 
eo 


An Intemperate Temperance Advocate. 


The voice of science has well said that there is no 
hallucination so vain and fatal as is the idea that 
alcoholic beverages are ever of any use. 

The Spiritualist and the Materialist may boast of 
their brains and insight, and as Freethinkers in 
philosophy, and as citizens of a democracy, claim 
their right to tamper with themselvs, and argue their 
personal liberty to torment other people by drinking 
or selling intoxicating liquors; but in so doing they 
hav not risen above the ancient orthodox theology 
which believed wine to be a good creature of God, 
and counted Medford rum as the apocalyse of divine 
mercies. 

It profits comparativly little that inverstigation 
into the properties of matter, and the enunciation of 
the principles of forces, has swept, or is sweeping, 
away the idle fears of former ignorance, and strikes 
the iron scepter from the hands of a priest sanctioned 
despotism, so long as the rum power holds undis- 
puted sway, and political emancipation leaves men in 
brutal slavery under the compromise of a license law. 

It is of slight moment, as set beside the mightiest 
want of the time, that Spiritualism has come to this 
world of sepulchers freighted with the blossoms of a 
summer-land beyond the frosty tomb, if to its sub- 
stantialized hope of immortality it does not add its 
blessing upon the tempérance theme and lend its aid 
to the present struggle to prohibit the giant incubus 
of drink from further polluting the earth with its 
noisome form. 

What signifies it to know that we shall meet be- 
yond the river, if, knowing it, our lives are not 
made better on this side, and why should we care to 
know each other there if wedo not learn to love each 
other, or at least respect each other, here? And both 
self-regard and mutual esteem preclude the indul- 
gence in whatever weakens body and mind, without 
affording greater strength somewhere at some time, 
and thus debarring it, determins that we not only 
close our own gates to the danger that may rage in 
the streets, but also commands that we clear the 
highway of society from every pestiferous libertin 
that subsists on the lives and property of those so 
unwise or unguarded as to allow it entertainment. 

Dogmatic Atheism arrives at the conclusion that 
the idea of a God is the king of superstitions, and it 
sees no hope of the freedom of man in the world 
until the throne is tugged down from the sacred 
skies and sunk in the sea of oblivion. 
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Yet Atheism, at its best, being only negativ in 
itself, offers nothing but an opportunity, however 
broad that opening may be; and whilst acknowledg- 
ing the gods of fabulous conceit and fraudulent 
crafts to be airy nothings, though of electric 
potency over vacant minds, and conceding that the 
notion of God is the king, however short and shorn 
‘a king, of superstitions, yet it must be more stren- 
uously stated that alcohol is the emperor of halluci- 
nations, before whom God himself is made to bow by 
his own worshipers, and supplicate for his very 
being, and beg for a sheltering shingle upon his 
earthly temple. 

Trinity steeple may point its spire of faith to 
heaven and sport its fashionable piety on money 
gathered by the lease of its estutes for gin-mills; it 
may dispense gospel grace in mission chapels for 
the poor by ministers paid with the wages of sin, 
and boast its Christian charity in alms earned by 
Weeping mothers which the fathers spend for rum. 

The Secular Union prints well its nine demands of 
Liberalism. Still it is only half-way Liberal, nay, 
only half-way just, in that itdoes not demand the en- 
franchisment of woman, and it lets the lesser evils 
shut the greater from sight, in its silence on the sub- 
ject of the liquor traffic, and it givs countenance to 
the hateful trash by echoing the barkeepers’ hypocrit- 
ical ery of personal liberty. 

It is eaptious to complain of the cost of the clergy, 
while it is the minor expense of anything in the name 
of culture. However much mistaken the ministry 
may be in its methods, it is not to be once mentioned 
for criticism by the side of the saloonocracy, which 
not only swallows the major share of labor's money, 
but damns men to a worse hell, if not as lasting, as 
Calvin ever dreamed of. . 

The Jewish Jehovah is but a pigmy, lošt in the 
boots of the lurid Gambrinus who invented German 
lager beer. Labor is lost, and learning is in the 
shade, whilst the brewery rules the land and men 
are afraid to speak for fear of a shot. 

Joas Prescorr Guim. 

National Soldiers! Home, Va. 
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News and Notes. 


I hav had a busy campaign since I landed in 
Brookville, and hav been lecturing every night. The 
Bavaria Secular Union has done splendid service 
since its organization. It has had hvely meetings, 
and the community has been in a blaze of excite- 
ment. When it was noised abroad that the Intidel 
was coming, the Christians declared that he should 
not hav the use of the schoolhouse, which up to this 
time had been used for all publie meetings of what- 
soever kind, the Christians occupying it for their 
Sabbath services. They evidently forgot the Golden 
Rule, and did not want that others should hav the 
same privileges that they themselvs enjoyed. The air 
was full of threats by the disciples of the meek and 
lowly Jesus—that, if necessary, there should be a 
little knocking down in order that the mouth of the 
. Infidel might be shut. So there was promis of an 
interesting occasion. Any life is better than no life 
at all, and “bloody noses and cracked crowns” are 
preferable to absolute indifference, 

The Bavaria Union arranged the series of lectures 
to be given in the county of Salina, where there is a 
large Liberal element, as well as plenty of religious 
bigotry. I was met on my arrival at Brookville by 
that good Hercules of our cause, the “village black- 
smith," F. H. Terry, who can bring fire, both mental 
and physical, with his sturdy blows. Notwithstand 
ing his outspoken Infidelity, he has the best business 
of any man in the county, for the Christians know 
that he can shoe a horse with skill and neatness, and 
they don’t care for his religious opinions so long as 
he can do superior work. When it comes to business, 
Christians know a thing or two as to their worldly 

rofit. 
r Along with Mr. Terry was Mr. A. S. Hall, Newton 
Mitchell, A. K. Mott, E. G. Hall, A. C. Hall, Enoch 
Lewis, I. D. Roberts, A. N. Case, president of the 
Union, and others. Their hearty reception was all 
that was needed to restore me to wonted vigor and 
good cheer after an all-night and all-day ride. We 
Jone our forces for a good square meal, and the 

our or two before the lecture went merrily by. The 
town hall of Brookville was filled by an appreciativ 
audience, and I gave my lecture on * Universal 
Mental Liberty.” The second evening was severely 
cold—it blew almost like a blizzard, so that but few 


could come from the country, but the hall was full, 


and I pictured “'The New Heaven and Earth." There 
are many Liberals in Brookville among its leading 
citizens, and I hope for a flourishing organization in 
the future. It has about twelve hundred inhabitants 
and is rapidly growing. The country about it is ex- 


| cellent, producing wheat, corn, etc., though a large 


part of the lands are used for grazing purposes, hills 
and knolls quite rocky and precipitous being scat- 
tered about. The Smoky Range is about twelve 
miles away, and quite lofty for this prairie coun- 
try. This is called Spring Creek Valley, about a 
dozen miles long, beautiful indeed when the silver 
glittering wings of spring are shining over, and the 
horizon is fringed with glowing hights and luminous 
groves—a happy valley indeed for those who can be 
content with the fair fruits of earth and rural com- 
placency. . 

I was the guest of Mr. and Mrs. Ingraham while at 
Brookville. Mr. Ingraham is one of the foremost 
business men of the place and is fearless in the ex- 
pression of his Liberal views, and it does not seem to 
hurt him in the least, even so far as the patronage of 
Christians is concerned. Mrs. Ingraham is equally 


advanced and frank in sentiment, and although he | 


mother belonged to the church, her father, Mr. W. 
Mardin, is of the Liberal faith according to the gos- 
pel of Ingersoll. 

Many others I found in this genial company of 
Freethought—Mr. Frank Blackburn and wife, Frank 
Hoag and wife, Alfred Hoag, Daniel Hurford and 
wife, O. P. Bicknell and wife, J. D. Roberts and wife, 
Levi Roberts, Dr. Stearns, Newton Mitchell and wife, 
Mrs. Crosier, of St. Louis, ete... Mr. Newton Mitchell, 
who-introduced me at the lectures, is one of our best 
posted Freethinkers in this part of the country, and 


1t won't do for the clergy to engage in controverj. 


with him, for he knows more about church history 
than any ten of their ordinary caliber put together. 

Once in a while I come across a really interesting 
Christian, who has sowe originality, and such a one 
is Mrs. Ira Freeman, who is a kind of a transcenden- 
tal Christian, and has a wonderful way of interpreting 
the Buble, which she devoutly believes to be the 
word of God, the whalestory and all. At the same 
time she thinks that Ingersoll is the greatest man liv- 
ing, and she delights to read him. She has declared 
that she will convert the Infidels, or the Infidels will 
convert her. I guess the latter will be the outcome. 
She admits that the Infidels are right in theory, but 
they lack the holy spirit. They hav not the “ Gud- 
principle.” I told her she must take my “New God,” 
and then her way would be perfectly clear, and Inti- 
delity and the * God-principle” would be all right, 
and fit together like the two sides of a hinge, and 
harmony would prevail, and the doors of progress 
open. Mrs. Freeman's husband is the celebrated 
Yankee razorstrop man, who has been during the 
ffty years of his career in every city and village in 
the United States, and has sold, I guess, about a 
million strops. "Heis an Infidel, with but one article 
to his ereed—namely, razor-strop. His catechism is 
as follows: “Do you believe in almighty God?’ 
“No, Ido not. I believe in the razor-strop." There 
is no doubt his one article of faith and business is of 
more value than all the Thirty-nine Articles of the 
Church of England. Still when it comes to * shav- 
ing." I shouldn't wonder if the theologians beat him. 

So my time in Brookville went pleasantly by, and 
on Friday morning, February 11th, I took the train 
for Salina, the county-seat, fifteen miles distant, a 
bright and activ place of about eight thousand inhab- 
itants, with large prospects, its real estate doubling 
almost every twenty-four hours, as it passes from 
hand to hand. New railroads are to be built, and it 
is expected that Salina will be one of the foremost 
cities of the state, with a population of twenty thou- 
sand in a year or two. It already has à Catholic uni- 
versity, and a Methodist and normal college. It has 
quite a progressiv aspect, and a good Liberal ele- 
ment among the leading people of the place—Mr. J. 
M. Ittem and wife, M. D. Teague, A. L. Dodge, 
Judge Osborne, C. E. Martin, Henry Rosmond, 
Joseph Henry, author of that excellent pamphlet, 
* Hints About Funerals,” etc., a veteran of seventy- 
four years, and thoroughly interested in reform ; Mr. 
and Mrs. J. W. Abbott, of New Cambria, both live 
Infidels, who keep things on the go; John Buchi, 
A. S. Peterson, Oxcar Seitz, J. H. Hardison, Mr. and 
Mrs. J. C. Garverich, Mrs. Helen Eggleston, Mrs. 
Mary Bicknell, John Foster, Frank Ferlem, Mr. Reese, 
John Gibson, Dr. Newman, A. J. Anderson, L. C. 
Sawin, Dr. W. S. Hauser, J. Beetem Wise, of Indus- 
try. who walked about thirty miles to attend the 
lectures; O. Fasse, Matt Hederich, August, Holin- 
quist, and others. The friends in Salina did all they 
could for the success of the lectures, and were gen- 
erous in their contributions, and I hav not found a 
more pleasant company. 

The lectures were given in thé Opera House, the 
largest and best audience room in the city, and for 
three evenings it was filled with intelligent gentle- 
men and ladies, who found in the ideas of Liberalism 
the most satisfactory, intellectual, and moral stimu- 
lus. On Sunday evening, February 13th, an organ- 
ization was effected, and I hav no doubt that Salina 
will be one of our brightest points, and as it grows in 
material and business wealth will also be on these 
broad and beautiful plains a beacon-light for freedom. 

This is a lovely country, indeed.: If I were a 
farmer, I think I might choose this Arcadian land, 
where you can look for miles upon a delightful pros- 
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pect—rolling prairie, soft blue horizons, little valleys 
and wide-sweeping undulations, plentifully watered 
with creeks and rivers, the soil bursting with wealth, 
and flowering into splendid fruitage. It seems an 
easy life here, to tickle the breast of Mother Earth and 
make her laugh with harvests. Monday morning the 
sun shone with golden luster, and bright fleecy clouds 
floated along the immeasurable blue, and the billowy 
igndscape rolled against the remote azure with gray 
and glimmering rauks. Friend Terry took me over 
from Salina to Bavaria behind hi$ fleet-footed mare, 
and the ride was a spell of joy indeed, and work was 
forgotten amid the magnificent peace of nature. 
When we got to Bavaria, however, there was tumult. 
The Christians were still determined to keep us out 
of the school-house, and had signed a petition to that 
effect, and loud were the threats of what might be 
done. However, we kept on the even tenor of our 
way, knowing that the dog who barks the loudest 
bites the least. When evening came the building 
was crowded to its utmost capacity—some being 
obliged to go away. Our opponents were present, 
but not a move was made, and all listened attentivly 
to my discourse on “ Universa; Mental Liberty,” and 
even Christians began to think that Infidelity has some 
good points. My friend Mrs. Freeman, the tran- 
scendental Christian, made an onset, and spoke elo- 
quently in favor of the whale story, and a few other 
miracles that the “ruler of the universe" might.per- 
form. She had read in the Science Monthly that the 
whale had a big reservoir of fresh air constantly on 
hand. That settled it. If Jonah had fresh air he 
might survive, although he had nothing to eat or 
drink. Mrs. Freeman did not, however, explain how 
Jonah got through the whale's throat without being 
choked to death. Perhaps for that especial occasion, 
the “ruler of the universe" made an India-rubber 
throat capable of being stretched to meet every emer- . 
gency like Mrs. Freeman’s interpretations of the 
Scriptures. She can make the Bible mean anything, 
no matter what it happens to say. For her especial 
benefit, I gave on the second evening “ The New 
God,” for I felt that she needed that more than any- 
thing else, as a restorativ to sound logic, for the old 
God is indeed a God of confusion. Some of the allies 
of the church tried to make a disturbance on the 
second evening, but the tide of Freethought went 
triumphantly on. 

We had the largest meetings ever held in the 
village. and the Christians are now thoroughly 
ashamed that they ever undertook the role of perse- 
eutors. The Bavaria Secular Union has won a grand 
success. It is composed of the best citizens of the 
country, who maintain their cause with dignity and 
determination, and from this time on the Liberal 
movement, will hav greater power than ever. Mr. A. 
N. Case, the president of the society, presided at the 
meetings. I hav enjoyed the hospitality, while here, 
of Mr. and Mrs. A. K. Mott, Mr. and Mrs. A S. Hall 
and family, Mr. and Mrs. Enoch Lewis and family, 
and so the days hav passed pleasantly and swiftiy, 
and recreation has been mingled with labor. Yester- 
day I visited Mr. George Hanley, one of the brave ` 
soldiers and officers of the war, who entered as 
private and won a captain’s rank, and, as the result 
of his patriotie services, is now suffering from 
paralysis. He is a Deist somewhat after the manner 
of Thomas Paine, who believed in a God and future 
state. He is not exactly satisfied with my Agnostic 
attitude, but in spirit he is thoroughly in favor of 
liberty and justice for all, and so our platform is 
about the same after all. 

I was pleased to meet with Mr. W. F. Adams, a 
teacher in the schools here, a man of fine ability and 
eloquence, who has valiantly defended our cause ' 
in spite of the attacks of the church. The orthodox 
hav tried to remove him from his public position, 
but the universal sentiment of the community would 


. not allow. He is deservedly popular in his profes- 


sion. 

Mr. John Geiesler, Mr. Davis Armstrong and wife, 
Mr. Albert Loucks, Mr. David Rodenbush. Mr. A. O. 
Bolund, Mr. John Bennett, Mr. Harris, Mr. David 
Douglass, Mr. Eugene Douglass, Mr. Martin Dean, 
Mr. Wm. Shaw, Mr. Wm. Bartel, Mr. Cramer, Mr. J. 
W. Yount and son, and others, are among those 
whom I hav had the pleasure of meeting, and who 
are in activ sympathy with Freethought. 

Some of our enthusiastic boys who are in favor of 
fair play serenaded our friend Terry last evening ; 
the Stars and Stripes greeted the morning sun 
in honor of the victory for free speech, while some 
mystic hand draped in deep mourning the orthodox 
fort. There is general jubilation, and the dogs of 
war hav slunk into their holes. 

I shall keep the battle a-going in New Cambria 
Thursday night with our stanch friends, Mr and Mrs, 
J. W. Abbott. I shall lecture at Windom Friday ; 
at Dodge City, Feb. 20th; at Garden City, Feb. 21-¢ 
and 22d; at Greeley, Col., Feb. 27th ; at Longmont, 
March 2d; at Denver, March 6th and 13:h; aud 
other places in Colorado as arrangements can be 
made. I hav received a call from Prescott, the 
eapital of Arizona, aud hope to be there March 
16ch and 17th. I shall be at Los Angeles, San 
Diego, Santa Ana, from March 20th to 27th; at Tu- 
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lare, Visalia, about March 30th and 31st; at San 


José, April 17th aud 24th; and Sonoma, Stockton, 
Saeramento, and other places in California until June 
1st. I shall be in Oregon in June; Washington ter- 
ritory in July: and return Eastward in August by 
way of Baker City Oregon, Boise City, Idaho, etc. 
Will friends please keep & long look ahead and ar- 
range for lectures so that every possible point can be 
eovered and the movement pushed along the whole 
route? SawvzL P. PurNAw. 
Bavaria, Kan., Feb. 16, 1887. 
———— —9 4————— ——- 


The Liberal Club. 


It rained so hard on the evening of Friday, the 
18th, that hardly one hundred persons braved the 
weather to attend the 435th regular meeting of the 
Manhattan Liberal Club held ‘on that date; but 
those who were present wouldn’t hav missed it for a 
good deal of money. To say that the meeting was 
lively would be the faintest possible expression of 
a great truth. The Chair. in opening the exercises. 
had considerable to say about the trouble Herr 
Oppenheimer, the lecturer of the evening, had taken 
to inform himself concerning the theories of Kar! 
Marx, which. he would proceed to elucidate. The 
Chair’s prodigality of praise for the lecturer. raised 
the expectations of the audience to a high altitude. 
and therefore when Herr Oppenheimer ascended the 
platform he was greeted with & round of applause. 
The orator bowed condescendingly in acknowledg- 
ment of the salute, and said he was convinced. from 
the reception accorded him, that all present did not 
regard him as an unkempt pirate, as Tue Trova 
Sezxer’s reporter had so unjustifiably described him. 
Mr. Oppenheimer intimated that he was prepared to 
enter a contest of beauty with his critic. As for 
his German ascent. he couldn't help that, having been 
born in a country where that accent is quite marked; 
but he believed he could speak English a good deal 
better than the reporter could speak German. The 
orator seemed to hav the sympathy of the audience 
the same being evinced by hearty applause evers 
time he gave the badge pin man an unusually bard jab 

When Herr Oppenheimer had said all he had to 
say on the foregoing subject, he tackled his: lecture on 
Socialism. The following is about what he said: 

Karl Marx was the Darwin of political economy, and his 
name represents the idea of evolution in that domain. No- 
body ean speak of political economy without mentioning 
his work ‘‘ Das Kapital.” published in 1867, in which he 
destroyed the fallacies of the present system, and laid bare 
the sores on the bodv politic. He showed how the few are 
robbing the many, and appropriating their earnings; how 
chattel slavery was succeeded by serfdom, and the latter in 
turn by industrial bondage; how factories and the means of 
production in the hands of monopoly reduce the evorkers to 
freedom only in name and to slavery in fact. Depravity and 
vice are the inevitable results. 

As a substitute for this system Marx proposes Socialism or 
universal co-operation. Some may say, ** You foreigners are 
not needed. We hav a domestic remedv. Henrv George'sland 
nationalization is‘the great panacea.” But Henry Georgs 
scheme of land nationalization is not original with him 
The doctrin was put forth by a German professor of political 
economy in 1878 [sic] before “ Progress and Poverty” was 
written. His books, in which he devotes three pages to con- 
sideration of the scheme. hav laid unread in the Astor Library 
for ten years. So Mr. George's doctrins are not patentable. 
But something more radical than land nationalization is 
needed. The government should own the railroads, the tel- 
egraphs, and the mincs—take them just as they are now or- 
ganized, and eliminate the profits of the greedy capitalists. 
Laborers will then be the servants of their fellow-citizens 
instead of Mammon. Socialism is democratic, and the peo- 
ple can at any moment recall anv person who betrays his 
trust in office. Values would be fixed by the cost of produc- 
tion, which a central bureau of information would keep ap- 

rized of and publish daily. There would be no overpro- 
Buetoii Children will not labor under the slave yoke of 
wages; every man will hav to work. and none will be allowed 
to fatten on vested rights. There will be libraries accessible 
to all, hospitals, houses of refuge. and infirmaries for the 
. aged. We may paint the future in all the glowing colors of 
the imagination. but anything our fancy can suggest must 
fall far short of the actual under the reign of Socialism. Our 
present system must take its place among the curiosities of 
the museum. 


Mr. Wakeman maintained that the lecture had ful- 
filled his expectations, and was now open to discus- 
sion in speeches of ten minutes each. 

Mr. Sutherland arose to inquire if there would be 
wages under Socialism. Herr Oppenheimer arose 
to reply that the abolition of the wage system was 
what Socialism aims at. 

. Dr. Weeks predicted the ultimate adoption of such 
æ system as the lectured had outlined, but he didu't 
think Herr Oppenheimer should sneer at Henry 
George. He believed Oppenheimer had more pride 
in maintaining his own position than zeal for the 
truth. The first great divine commandment is, 
“ Root, hog. or die.” And the second is like unto it, 
which is, 4Giv every hog a chance to root.” Henry 
George's theory offers us alla chance to root. Others 
may hav mentioned the theory ef land nationalization, 
but George had popularized it, and his books hadn’t 

-laid ten years unread in the Astor Library, éither, 
but were known all over thé world. 

Following Dr. Weeks's remarks eame what was 
beyond dispute the speech of the evening. It was 
made by Captain Clark, a man of varied experience 
on land and sea, and who has the advantage of being 


| able to fortify his opinions by observati taken i 
Francisco and Oakland, April 8d and 10th; > j ; ala IRA 


all parts of the world, civilized and barbarous. In a 
few well-chosen words Captain Clark thanked the 
writer of these reports for the cordial invitation to 
return which had been extended to him. Reference 
was then made to the lecture. Captain Clark said 
that when he joined the Liberal Club. and began bor- 
ing the audience in afflictions of ten minutes each. he 
did not know it was a Socialistic camp. He had a 
dream the other night to the effect that the devil 


.came on earth, and Herr Most took him to the Lib- 


eral Club to hear a lecture on Socialism, and upon 
going back below he assured his guide that there 
would soon be as big a hell on earth as there was now 
in his domain. " Somebody," said the captain, “has 
suggested that the Socialists follow the example of 
the Pilgrims, and go to some foreign shore. Why 
don’t they do it? For the reason that Socialists can 
not exist apart from those who are not Socialists. 
They are parasites. Uncle Sam is a sleeping lion, 
but it won’t do for you Socialists to rile him too 
much, or he will strike back, and when he does strike, 
he will utterly spiflieate vou. What do discussions 
on Socialism amount to? A distingnished lecturer 
says tweedle dum. Then a distinguished critic save 
tweedle-dee ; whereupon the distinguished lecturer 
replies that, im reference to the remarks of his distin- 
guished critic, he would sav that with a slight mod- 
ification there really is no difference between tweedle- 
dum and tweedle-dee.” Captain Clark's addrese 
caused much merriment, and he said he was glad to 
furnish the club with amusement, which was a thun- 
dering sight more than most of the speakers di‘. 
The captain is rapidly improving as an orator, and 
keeps his course a good deal better than he used to. 

Colonel Hinton opened his address with the re- 
mark (referring to the previous speaker) that it was 
idle to answer a fool according to his foll. The 
colonel further said Captain Clark, in going all over 
the world, had demonstrated that no matter how far 
an ass travels, he will never come back a horse. 

Dr. Eccles regretted the turn affairs had taken. 
The question should be discussed calmly. In his 
opinion the lecture was merely palaver. Socialists 
theorize, but always avoid placing eause and eff»ct 
aide by side. They are dreamers. You hear the 


apt to he logical. but they are afflicted with a lesion 


the case of one poison antidoting another. 
Lawyer Searing quoted some poetry from Goethe 


Mr. Oppenheimer closed the debate. 
em 
A Party at Colonel Ingersoll’s. 
From a correspondent, : 


Col. Robert G. Ingersoll and his wife celebrated 


night, the 13th—not formally, but most delightfully. 
Not caring to hav any of the timeworn and trouble. 


great importance. 


the Ingersolls will be at home on Sunday evening. 
They liv on Fifth avenue, a few squares below 
Twenty-third street. 'The location is central, and 
the hospitality is of the most natural and friendly 
order. The result is, a company of the most inter- 
esting men and women in New York drop in on them. 
No formal invitations are sent. Every friend who 
ehooses to go is welcome, and one friend can intro- 
duce another. Some go first to church, and then. by 
way of refreshing contrast, go to Colonel Ingersoll’s 
and breathe the fascinating air of Infidelity. -Mrs. 


‘Ingersoll is a handsome lady, who makes everyone 


who enters her house feel that he is very welcome. 
In appearance she is a regal Roman matron, hand- 
some enough to bea striking figure anywhere. In 
manner she is as gracious and kind as hostess can be. 
And the two daughters—I hesitate to speak of them 
as beautiful, because that word doesn’t mean any- 
thing any more when applied to young ladies. But 
they are beauties, of the sweetest types of beauty— 
the beauty of soul as well as person. Somebody has 
said that in a family sons are like cedars of Lebanon, 
but daughters are like roses of Sharon. Never any- 
where hav I seen daughters who more thoroughly 
resembled “roses of Sharon” than these. I heard a 
guest sav to one of them, 

“ You hav no brothers ?” 

* No," she answered, * no brothers ;’ 
didn’t indicate any regret whatever. 2 

“Well,” said the questioner, “your father is boy 
enough for one family." 

“ Yes" she answered, “ we don’t need any broth- 
ers.” 

One feels at once that this is a house without any 
shams. Everything is genuin. There is no preten- 
sion before the world of what does not exist. The 
atmosphere of harmony is so contagious that it takes 
hold of the guests, and in a little while they are mov- 
ing about and chatting together in the most com- 


? 


and her tone 


evening ? 
good-looking, bright minded man in the middle of 
hfe, and in the heart of success. 
Croly (Jenny June), whom everybody likes because 
she has a really kiad heart, and likes to see all get on 
and be happy. And not far from her is Miss Helen 
Gardener, who lectures on the same unorthodox 
topies that the great colonel handles so eloquently. 
He introduces her to her audiences in this city fre- 
quently. She is a pretty, petite, girlish-looking lady, 
whom nobody would suspect of holding opinions so 
ponderous, and launching them so courageously at 
the public. 
brained man and the most radical in America, but she 
doesn’t look it. To the right, talking music with a 
lady who adores it, is a California journalist, good- 
looking and exceedingly graceful as to tongue. 
stout man with the longish curly hair is Harry Hil- 
liard, artist, whom all the world knows of. 


same sort of talk in the asylums. Insane people are 
of the brain. Dr. Eccles welcomed Socialism as the 
redemption from the curse of Henry George. It was 


for the benefit of the writer of these lines, and then 


the twenty-fifth anniversary of their wedding Sunday 


some silver wedding foolishness, they told no one 
until their friends had all assembled, and then the 
happy tale was passed from one to another, merely 
as an interesting fact, not ag an announcement of 


It is generally understood among their friends that 


fortable way, exactly as though they had known each 


other all their lives. Everyone who has ever enter- 


tained knows that it takes extraordinarily natural en- 
tertainers to make guests feel so much at home. 


The great Infidel moves about among his friends 


like a big boy who is delighted to see them, and has 
something pleasant to say to each one. 
studied attempt at entertaining. It is all quite like 
“home folk.” And it is home folk ways, for the 
Ingersolls liv in the very arms of the public, as it 
were. 
their family includes an enormous number of friends. 


There is no 


Their big house is always full of people; 


Whom does one see at the Ingersolls’ on Sunday 
Here is a well-known western politician, a 


Over there is Mrs. 


She writes books worthy of the biggest- 


The 


Three or 
four professional singers are scattered about—tenors, 
contraltos, and sopranos. They sing at fitful inter- 
vals when solicited. Pianists of high degree are also 
to be seen. Here a journalist. The tall form of 
Allen Thorndyke Rice flits about a brief hour, and 
vanishes. Harry Edwards, of Wallacks, and his wife, 
beam upcn the company. Mr. Edwards is a peren- 
nial beamer. Like Ingersoll himself, he will never be 
old, because he has a strong grip on the interests of 
life. Colonels, judges, and other title‘wearers are 
numerous, but they all forget to be stilted at Inger- 
soll’s. Any affected dignity falls away from them as 
agarment. The air of the house doesn’t encourage 
it. Poets are there, and enter into the heartiness of: 


‘the occasion so much that they forget to be jealous 


of each other. 

"We were all invited to be sure to be present when 
the golden wedding was to be honored, and even the 
diamond wedding, which the cherubie colonel assured 
us he intended to remain here to be on hand to cele- 
brate, and we all wished that he would be. 

— — 3 9——— — 


Names Wanted. 


Will the readers of Taz Truru Seexer send us the 
names of all their friends who are Liberally inclined, 
so that they may receive a sample copy of this paper? 
We desire to largely increase the subscription jist, 
and shall be grateful for all aid extended. 

If our present subscribers would mention to their 
Liberal friends that Tue Taurm SEEKER is a good pa- 
per to subscribe for, it might be the means of ma- 
terially helping us. 

et 
Lectures and Meetings. 


We are informed that a series of essays or lectures, on 
religious, moral, and social subjects, from a scientific point 
of view, by Mr. John Lord Peck, is to be given at the rooms, 
Number 28 Lafavette Place, on Sunday afternoons, at 3 
o'clock, during the next two months, commencing Feb- 
ruary 27th. 


Dr. J. L. Yos&, whom the Californian papers call the 
celebrated orator of the West, has plunged into his work 
again with his usual vigor and eloquence. On the 18th inst. 
he began a four weeks’ course of lectures at Los Angeles, 
Cal., at the completion of which he will go to San Bernardino, 
Anaheim, Santa Ana, and San Diego. About May 10th he 
will start East, stopping at Salt Lake, Denver, and other 
prominent points on the line, wherever Liberals giv him en- 
couragement, for a night or a week, as required. As his 
terms are reasonable, we advise those desiring lectures in 
their towns to write him at once at San José, Cal. The doc- 
tor’s wife will accompany him East. 


For striking the happy medium and pleasing all while dis- 
pleasing none, the Cass County Leader, of Belton, Mo., is 
entitled to the contents of the pastry-shop for the following 
report of one of S. P. Putnam’s lectures: ‘‘ The lecture de- 
livered at this place Tuesday night by the Freethinker, 
Samuel P. Putnam, of New York, was pronounced a very 
able effort by those with whom that belief obtains. Of course 
there were those present who did not think the lecture very 
argumentativ because it was not in the nature of their views 
todo so. Upon the whole, we suppose Mr. Putnam fulfilled 
the mission of his visit here in delivering to the disciples of 
Atheism a discourse upon their theory of the mission of man 
on earth, where he begins and where he ends. We think 
that every man should be entitled to his belief, whether 
Christian or Atheist, and be respected in it as long as he does 
not obtrude his opinions in an obnoxious way upon people 
who hav different convictions. Some men are Atheists be- 
cause they cannot see and understand why they should be 
Christians, and on the other hand, the many are Christians 
because they cannot believe otherwise, and are heartily glad 
of it," 
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Communications. 


Christian Absurdities. 


A hundred years ago every sick person must be 
either bled, blistered, or drenched. It was believed 
that patients would die if not thus treated. But life 
' was prolonged when these practices were left off. 
Experience has shown that there is no relation be- 
` tween belief and facts. The Christian believes that 
there could be no moral standard but for his religion. 
The truth is, his morality no more depends on his 
religion than life depended on blistering and blood- 
letting a hundred years ago. Christianity does not 
promote morality. It makes no distinction between 
acts of cruelty and acts of disinterested benevolence. 
It commits a murder as conscientiously as it feeds a 
starving child, and many times the murder has been 
considered the more meritorious act. It could not 
see the cruelty of the Inquisition. It could not see 
the brutality of whipping women. It could not see 
that killing men and women for opinion's sake was 
murder. - Evidence of Christianity is no evidence of 
morality. A case in point. Perhaps no man ever 
doubted that Stonewall Jaakson was a Christian. He 
had the habit of throwing up his hands in a very 
peculiar way. This habit was observed by many. In 
battle, at headquarters, and even at the table, his 
hand was seen to rise in a mysterious way. Some 
thought it a mere habit without purpose; but the 
few who had been admitted to the inner temple of 
his heart knew the significance of that uplifted hand, 
and it is thus explained: He regarded God as the 
giver of all good. He said that he never put a glass 
of water or a mouthful of food to his lips without 
thanks to God ; that he had practiced it so long that 
it became a habit and second nature. He asked God 
to give council and help him at every step. If his 
own statements are to be credited, God was in his 
mind almost constantly. If he found that a letter 
had to travel on Sunday to reach its destination, he 
would not mail it until Monday. 

Now, if Christianity is to be taken as the standard 
of morality, Stonewall Jackson ought to hav been & 
man of the clearest moral perceptions in the world. 
Let us 8ee: 

In the first place he chose the profession of a cut- 
throat. At the storming of Chipultepec, Jackson's 
battery commanded the main street of the city. 
Orders had been given that the town would be 
shelled in such a length of time unless it surrendered. 
When the time was up the street was packed with 
men, women, and children. The order was given 
and Jackson’s cannon vomited their deadly fire upon 
those defenseless people. A lady hearing him re- 
count the sad havoc that his guns had made among 
women and children, asked him, with a woman’s 
heart, if he did not feel some compunction. “Not 
the least,” he coolly replied, “I did my duty.” 
Though Jackson never received a letter without 
thanking God, never sent one without imploring a 
blessing ; though God was always present with him, 
God never told him that it was wrong to hold human 
beings as chattels. If it had not been for the ad- 
vantages of a splendid education, Stonewall Jackson 
would have been a Christian lunatic. Thousands have 
been ‘claimed as true Christians who could lay no 
claim to morality, while some of the most moral men 
whom the world ever knew were not Christians. 
Morality is not on outgrowth from Christianity ; itis 
above and independent of Christianity, and older 
than Christianity. 

We are no more indebted to Christianity for our 
morality than we are for our inventions and improve- 
ments. For hundreds of years Christianity produced 
scarcely a book that, was of value to the world. 

Neither could Christianity boast of orators, poets, 
or historians. Neither has Christianity wrought out 
any great inventions. The telescope, the successful 
application of steam as a motive power, the steam- 
engine, the printing-press, the railroad and telegraph, 
in short, &ll of the inventions of modern times which 
have proved to be of such great value to the race were 
in no sense Christian inventions. I do not mean to 
say that some professed Christians have not made 
some important discoveries, and wrought out some 
useful inventions; but I do mean to say that they 
did not have their origin in Christianity. It is no 
secret to the patient student of history that Chris- 
tianity fought many inventions and discoveries of 
modern times with a desperation worthy of a better 
cause. ; 

These inventions and, discoveries have started the 
world on the high road of progress and civilization, 
while Christianity stands still, Show me a priest or 
minister who is not bound by the same creed which 
bound him at his ordination. All his preaching and 
teaching is in support of the old creed. Compare 
the inventions and improvements of to-day with what 
they were fifty years ago. In mechanics, in agricult- 
ure, in the schools, in scientific discoveries, in every 
department of learning and business, there are im- 
provements which show that the career of man is 
onward and upward toa higher destiny. Now, go 
and examine the Christian creeds. No improvement 


there. They stand to-day as they stood fifty years | same heathens, he is astounded, not because you have 


ago. It is next to impossible to get a new truth into 
the mind of a Christian, or to get an old superstition 
out. 

For impossibilities, absurdities, and obscenity, few 
books equal the Bible Although the Bible was writ- 
ten many centuries ago, at the dawning of civilization, 
yet in the mind of the Christian no writers before or 
since have equaled Bible writers. 


Notwithstanding the filth and nastiness of the 


Bible, notwithstanding the abominations which it not 
only sanctions but commands, even to eating of one’s 
own children, yet the Christian believes it to bea 
model of pureness, and that even its nastiness has a 
tendency to elevate the race. Does not this border 
on lunacy? Can it be a good system which thus 
warps and muddles the minds of men? Should not 
the minds of the youth of the land be protected from 
such debauchery? It is a disgrace to the age that 
scarcely a person can die unless the funeral services 
are conducted by one of these elevated-road conduct- 
ors, whose mind is about as near the normal condi- 
tion as an old tin pan in a wagon-rut. Some of their 
funeral sermons are refreshing. 

The next time you attend a funeral, just notice 

how the “ awful solemnities of the occasion” lengthen 
out the preachers countenance. Pay attention to 
the manner in which he uses his handkerchief, mark 
his nasal twang, and think what an awful thing it 
would be to die, and then have such a bogus speci- 
men of humanity utter the last words over your dead 
body, as if to see how extremely ridiculous the last 
scene in the great drama could be rendered. Hear a 
pious ranter at the funeral of a dead baby :“ Gaud in 
his infinite wisdom has seen fit to tear this beautiful 
bud from the parent stem, ah. I think I can see the 
hand of providence in it, ah. Gaud saw, ah, that it 
would become the idol of their hearts, ah, and Gaud 
removed this little jewel, ah, to let them know, ah, 
that nothing must be adored, ah, above their creator, 
ah. The Lord gave, ah, and the Lord taketh away, 
and blessed be the name of the Lord, ah.” 
"Think what brutes Christianity makes of men. 
The human mind cannot conceive anything more 
brutal than killing a prattling babe to spite a loving 
mother. I would smite a God who would kill a child 
because I love it. What would become of the race if 
all mothers hated their offspring? “Oh, it is right 
to love your children, but not too much.” Well, how 
much? Why, just as much as you can, and not have 
God get mad at you. And then, according to the 
Calvinistic creed, “ Gaud in his infinite wisdom ” takes 
nineteen-twentieths of these little prattlers away from 
their fond mothers, only to use them as kindling-wood 
in hell. . Christian buncombe! 

What love can a savior have for a Christian when 
the Christian tries to make him stand all his loath- 
some tricks? In olden times they wsed to pile all 
their sins onto an old billy-goat; now the Christian 
piles them onto his savior. : 

There is no man who has the soul of a man who 
does not regret every wrong which he has ever com- 
mitted. And when a man has thus reasoned himself 
into this repentant mood, he is least liable to be 
guilty of further wrong. And further, he will be 
least inclined to shift the consequence of such wrongs 
on another individual or being. And still further, he 
knows that many wrongs can never be entirely atoned 
for. 

Not so with the Christian. 
scheme. He can run up a criminal debt, and get out 
all right. “Jesus pays it all, all the debt I owe.” 
Though his heart is black with crime, “Jesus can 
make it white as snow.” 

Is such a scheme well calculated to develop a 
noble manhood? If there is a true way to damn the 
race, it is to teach them, and to make them thoroughly 
believe, that they can commit all manner of crimes, 
even to the murder of wife and children, and come 
out without a stain upon their garments. Even 
heaven itself is not too pure for their reception. 
With my last breath will I condemn such teaching. 
Instead of a dozen crucified saviors, it would have 
been a thousand times better for the race if a savior 
had never been heard of. What blasphemous non- 
sense it is to talk to. the Christian about other sa- 
viors! “Jesus Christ is the savior of the world.” 
This has been sung in his ears until it is impossible 
to lodge a fact in his mind in regard to the dozen 
other saviors who or which have been crucified for 
the sins of the world. 

The average Christian will give money to send mis- 
sionaries to the heathen in India, when he is too 
stingy to provide decently for those of his own house- 
hold. He knows thatall the widows are burnt on the 
funeral pile with their husbands, because he has seen 
the ashes which a missionary brought back which had 
been gathered from the spot where a widow was 
burnt. And he knows that all the mothers: throw 
their children to the crocodiles in the Ganges, be- 
cause he has seen a little shoe which a missionary 
snatched from the foot of a child before it was 
thrown in. 

But, oh, horror of horrors, when you tell the 
Christian that his cross and his savior and his whole 


He has a different 


: plan of salvation were borrowed or stolen from these 


told him the truth, but because his Great Spontagli- 
gasticus, the autocrat of the skies, does not summon 
you without a moment’s warning to appear before the 
high court of heaven to answer a charge of slande 
against his “ blessed redeemer.” A 

But the Christian’s savior is only a third or fourth 
rate article; it has not even the poor recommenda- 
tion of being second hand. There had been so many 
saviors before Christ that he, as a redeemer, did not 
even possess the charm of novelty. Divinehonors were 
were paid to Zoroaster, Christna, and Buddha as re- 
deemers hundreds of years before the birth of Christ. 
If the Christian would go to India himself instead of 
trusting to dishonest missionaries, he would see 
thousands of devout Hindoos on their knees before 
the cross in adoration of the savior Christna, who was 
crucified for the sins of the world more than a 
thousand years before Christ. 

A brief outline of the history of this wonderful 
man ought to satisfy every Christian that his whole 
scheme was borrowed from this original. But “with 
God all things are possible,” and with the Christian 
“Great is the mystery of godliness.” It is just as 
easy for the Hindoos to have stolen their system 
from the Christians as for the Christians to have 
stolen their system from the Hindoos. The little 
circumstance of their system being more than a thou- 
sand years older need not stand in the way in the 
least. 

The Indian savior was born of a virgin mother. 
Vast multitudes followed him, declaring him to be 
the redeemer promised by their fathers. His miracles 


‘consisted in raising the dead; healing the sick, cast- 


ing out devils, ete. He. comforted the sorrowing, 
relieved the oppressed, and visited the poor and the 
suffering. The mother and child were visited by wise 
men, and angelic hosts. The mother and child had 
to flee on account of an edict of the tyrant Cansa, 
ordering the first-born to be slain. In short, the 
story of Christna is the story of Christ. From this 
source the warp and woof of the web of Christianity 


were taken. JOHN Prox. 
o 


Our London Letter. 


When the printing-office of the Freethinker was 
burnt down the religious papers were loud in asser- 
tions that it was a judgment of the almighty, but I 
hav not seen any such statement following the re- 
ports of the destruction by fire of sundry churches 
and chapels during the past few weeks. It would 
be extremely satisfactory to know the cause of so 
many of these places being burnt down in so short 
a time, and also why there hav been several sudden ` 
deaths among the servants of the Lord, either while 
praying or preaching. In most cases the buildings 
hav been insured, which shows clearly that those 
who are fervent in prayer to their God don't-care to 
trust him very far. Pious Christians also apply the 
same rule to themselvs as to their churches, only be- 
lieving * Leave thy fatherless children,.I will provide 
for them," in theory, and not in practice, whereby. 
they show their common sense, but at the same time 
their gross hypocrisy. Probably it is the experience 
of most people who are not believers that there is no 
such aecomplished hypocrit as your average Chris- 
tian man of business, and no one can be surprised 
that such is the case, as it is absolutely impossible 
that anyone can do any description of work and really 
believein the directions laid down for daily life by the 
putativ founder of Christianity. The common tramp 
and loafer is the true Christian, though in most 
cases he does not know it, while the professor, in- 
stead of encouraging such practical Christianity, 
makes laws to suppress it. I cannot understand 
why people should waste money and time in pre- 
tending to believe what they know they disbelieve, 
and can only conclude the game pays in some way 
or other. 

The prosecution of the Socialist leaders has not 
repressed the movement in any way, and it appears 
to gain ground here as elsewhere. The coming de- 
bate between Mrs. Besant and G. W. Foote on the 
subject will, no doubt, be instructiv, as the question 
should be thoroughly thrashed out by such disput- 
ants, and all the arguments both for and against will 
be brought forward. Freethinkers are divided on 
the matter, but, being Freethinkers and not Chris- 
tians, can differ without quarreling. Charles Brad- 
laugh disapproves strongly, recommending coopera- 
tion in its place, though, as I understand it, Social- 
ism is cooperation on a more fully extended scale. 
Since Bradlaugh has sat in Parliament without op- 
position, his views on things in general appear to hav 
become greatly modified, and another few years may 
see him with strong Conservativ tendencies. For- 


-tunately, his partial withdrawal from the cause will 


in nowise adversely affect it, as there are so many 
more able workers and, leaders than there were 
twenty-five years ago, and the places of those who 
fell out of the ranks ean be immediately filled with 
equally qualified helpers. 

Charles Bradlaugh is doing a good political work, 
and his efforts on behalf of oppressed toilers hav 
had good results so far. He has made a decided 
mark in Parliament, and has gained a considerable 
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The Lick Observatory. 


[The following letter upon the Lick Observatory, written 
from Mt Hamilton to the San Francisco Zzaminer, will be 
of interest to Freethinkers, as it concerns the princely dona- 
tion to science of one of the sturdiest Infidels of the Pacific 
coast. The illustration was made specially for the TRUTH 
SEEKER ANNUAL of last year from a photograph taken by one 
of the gentlemen connected with the observatory. It is the 
only oe of the buildings and grounds in print.—Ep. 


Mount Hamilton is the home of the Lick Observa- 
tory, the location of the great telescope, which 
within a few months is to draw the moon from her 
sphere two hundred thousand miles away, and bring 
her within a hundred miles of optical criticism. 

The astronomical and scientific world are looking 
with anxious eyes toward this Mecca, where they 
hope to hav their most enthusiastic expectations re- 
alized, and the wonders of the heavens revealed to 
their gaze. The years that hav been devoted to the 
labor of preparing and constructing this monument 
to a philanthropist’s memory evidently hav not been 
wasted. The great improvements made upon this 
mountain, four thousand four hundred feet above the 
level of the sea, creating a barren, rocky peak into a 
home where science is to be fostered and the un- 
known mysteries of centuries revealed, is certainly a 
work which all alike can view with admiration and 
pleasure. 

There are few San Franciscans who hav ever visited 
this point. The register shows that the majority of 
visitors are from distant cities or from the other side 
of the Atlantic. No doubt this fact is greatly due to 
lack of information obtainable in regard to the ex- 
pense attached to the trip, the distance from the city, 
and the time occupied in reaching there. Certainly 
no such information was at-my disposal when the 


marks a few yards below that were passed a quarter 
of an hour before. 

About half way up the mountain the view opens 

out a fine extent of country in the Santa Clara Val- 
ley. Of course, at this season of the year, the hills 
are brown, and in the distance dark and purple 
shades mingle and destroy the freshness and green 
of the verdure which adds so greatly to this part of 
the country when the rains render the ground moist 
and giv life to the trees and flowers. 
. The first view of the brick structure, waiting to 
receive the great dome, that is obtained during the 
ascent, does not strike any responsiv chord of pleas- 
ure or satisfaction. It appears dwarfed and insig- 
nificant, and the rapid succession of views as the 
horses wind around the bends in the roadway do not 
dispel this feeling. 

At last the summit is reached, and Capt. R. S. 
Floyd, the president of the Lick trust ; Capt. Thomas 
E. Fraser, the superintendent, and Prof. J. E. 
Keeler, the assistant astronomer of the State Uni- 
versity, come out to receive the party. They wear 


an air of surprise at the visit—pleasant surprise, how-: 


ever—but it is doubtful if they were not expecting it 
and had been watching the climb- through their tel- 
escopes all the way up the mountain. Then one 
notices the presence of ladies, and, sure enough, it is 
not long before Mrs. Floyd, Mrs. Fraser, and Miss 
Matthews hospitably and kindly receive visiting 
friends in their charming home. 

There are no accommodations on the summit for 
visitors. It cannot be expected that the three gen- 
tlemen named can giv their time to explaining to 
every visitor the nature of the instruments now in 
use. Neither can they well allow any one to wander 
aimlessly among the valuable machinery and para- 


tarily removed his hat. There they were. “I thought 
there were two glasses,” mildly suggested one of the 
party. 

“The two glasses are in that steel ring,” said the 
captain, “bound in with iron bolts. There is a space 
of six and a half inches between them. You only see 
the rim of the steel ring. Wait and I'll move it 
around." 

He did so. The face of the crown glass was 
exposed to view, and through it could be seen the 
flint glass and the wall behind through both. An 
American flag was hung up behind the lenses, and a 
photograph taken, with a foot-rule resting on top of 
the steel ring, so as to giv a better idea of the size of 
the glasses. 

I was then allowed to enter the vault and closely 
inspect the lenses. In the center, or nearly in the 
center, of the crown glass, hardly a quarter of an inch 
apart, there are three small black specks, about the 
size of a pin's head, looking like the bubbles so com- 
mon in glassware. -They run in to a point, but how 
deep they are in the lens it was not possible to learn. 
It is possible that these specks were the cause of a 
recent statement that the glass was imperfect. 

Captain Floyd appeared to pay no attention to the 
matter when he was questioned about it, further than 
to state that the glasses had been thoroughly tested 
by such experts as Professors Newcomb, of the 
Naval Observatory; Hastings, of Yale, and Burnham, 
of Chicago, and there could be no doubt that they 
are perfect. The specks noticed could not in any 
manner interfere with the usefulness of the tele- 
scope. 

In alluding to the lenses he said: “Take down 
some figures now. Speaking with approximate ex- 
actness, the circumference of the clear aperture of the 


trip was determined upon. Therefore the facts are 
given here. 

Itis seventy-six miles by rail and stage from San 
Francisco to this summit. Both the South Pacific 
Coast Railroad and Southern Pacific sell round-trip 
tickets for $7.50. If it is necessary, one can leave 
San Francisco at 4.30 r.m., and take the stage at San 
José on the following morning. It leaves only on 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings. If a 
party of four .or more are going up they can be ac- 
commodated on any day by notifying the stage com- 
pany. The round-trip stage tickets from San José 
.are four dollars each. A pleasant way for a party of 
three or four to travel is to take the afternoon train, 
hire a vehicle in San José, and drive to Smith's Creek, 
twenty-five miles distant, where excellent accommo- 
dations can be had. The early morning ascent of the 
mountain in the clear, bracing air is the most de- 
lightful part of the trip, and one which once made 
wil never be forgotten. The expense to a party of 
four wil not be very much larger than going by 
stage, although great care is needed in the selection 
of horses and driver. 

The road from San José to Smith's Creek is in 
most excellent condition, and the rapid change of 
Scenery and repeated changes of climate, from a 
warm breeze to the cool zephyrs which meet one 
with a welcome as one crosses some little valley or 
stream running from the canyons on the right, are 
delightful. From Smith's Creek to the summit the 
distance is seven miles." The road has a very slight 
upgrade, which. makes the riding neither tiresome 
nor disagreeable, and there are no ruts or rocks to 
jolt one into soreness and ruin one's evenness of 
temper. The road winds around and around, and 

over and over again the traveler sees familiar land- 


THE LICK;OBSERVATOR Y. 


phernalia which are located at various points on the 


mountain. It is not improbable that before the 
great telescope is completed, a hotel will be erected 
somewhere on the reservation, but at present the 
visitor must look out for his own provender as well as 
for the care of his horses. The water supply is 
scarce on the summit, but a notice about half way up 
the mountain warns the driver to water his horses at 
the spring at that point. j 

The foundation and walls of the brick dome, which 
will shelter the great telescope, are completed, and 
looking from where I am' writing a dozen or more 
men can be seen busily engaged in placing in posi- 
tion the stone caps upon which the dome will rest, or 
rather revolve. This-will be the largest revolving 
dome in the world when completed, which will be 
about the middle of March. Its inside diameter is 
seventy feet, and it will be seventy-five feet in hight. 
The bed upon which the great telescope will revolve, 
composed’ of concrete; iron; and granit, is now com- 
plete. The last slab was placed in position yester- 
day, immediately over the spot where rest the re- 
mains of the founder, James Lick. 

But the great interest of all visitors centers in the 
lenses, about which so much has been written and 


. published during the past seven years. They arrived 


safély a few days ago, and are now locked up in a 
fire-proof vault, guarded. by:double iron doors. Cap- 
tain Floyd appeared to notice the impatience of my 
party, but he said nothing while coolly conducting 
the visitors from one point to another, all of interest, 
and giving interesting déseriptions of the uses and 
wonders of the polished, delicate instruments which 
suddenly appeared in various places in most surpris- 
ing ways. Finally the vault was reached and the 
doors opened with care, while every visitor involun- 


great Lick objectiv is equal to 9.4247779608—ex- 
pressed in feet and decimals of a foot, while the 
diameter is 3.1415926535 in feet and decimals. Of 
course you know that the objectiv, or object glass of 
a refracting telescope, is composed of two lenses—one 
the crown glass and the other the flint glass. The 
space between them when mounted in the telescope 
will be six and one-half inches—the same as they are 
now located in that steel band.” 

With this Captaia Floyd closed his little lecture, 
the doors of the vault were closed and locked, and 
the party walked out of the building into the open 
air. 
But what a change inso short a time! Half an 
hour before the summit of the mountains and the 
canyon and the hillsides below were bathed in the 
warm sunlight. Now the lower world was shut out 
from view. The two lofty peaks above us are still 
reflecting back the sun’s rays, but stretchihg out as 
far as the eye can reach are clouds of white, snow-like 
banks of fog, rolling over and over each other as if in 
play, and as they move and change their form, their 
edges catch up rays of the sinking sun, which giv 
them the loveliest of hues and most startling con- 
trasts of color. It was a wondrous scene! 
dwellers on the mount, to whom this kaleidoscope of 
nature is not new, gaze out upon it in silence. The 
visitors look on with admiration and delight ex- 
pressed in every feature. Itis a fairy transformation 
scene. As the sun sinks lower the clouds throw off 
their bright colors and become tinged with purple and 
yellow; and finally these changes also pass away and 
the beauty of a few minutes previous becomes dark 
and somber, and the laden duiness of the heavy 
banks of fog chills the air and the little group assem- 
bled so far above them. . 


Even the . 
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(Continued from page 184 ) 
amount of respect, his enemies decreasing contin- 
ually in their efforts to injure him, and, if they hav 
no love for him, they certainly hold him in decided 
fear, arid hav long since found he is the wrong man 
with whom to pick a quarrel. J. D. 
London, Jan. 30, 1887. 
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age of ten till about fourteen years ago was con 
nected with traveling amusement companies. 
1849 he went to California. His first day’s work 
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Why Not? 

The House of Representativs has passed an anti- 
Mormon bill which will probably become a law. It 
is substantially the same as proposed last year, the 
main difference being the omission of the clause ap- 
pointing trustees to administer the property of the 
church. The bill repeals the charter of the Mormon 
church, and instructs the attorney-general to insti 
tute proceedings to recover all of the property of that 
corporation which was not acquired in accordance 
with the laws of the United States. Churches, 
grounds, churchyards, and property used for pur- 
poses of worship are not interfered with. It also 
revokes the charter of the Mormon Immigration So 
ciety, and devolves the property of both of the cor- 
porations to public school purposes. It leaves the 
election laws substantially as they are at present, ex- 
cept that it vests in the president the power to ap- 
point probate judges subject to confirmation by the 
Senate. Polygamists are excluded from the registra 
tion lists. The concluding sections of the bill pro- 
vide that all religious societies, sects, and congrega- 
tions shall hav the right to hav and to hold, through 
trustees appointed by any court exercising probate 
powers in a territory, only on the nomination of the 
authorities of such society, sect, or congregation, so 
much real property for the erection or use of houses 
of worship, and for such parsonages and. burial 
grounds as shall be necessary for the convenience and 
use of the several congregations of such religious. so- 
ciety, sect, or congregation. 

Now that the United States are fairly embarked on 
the religious business, why stop at Utah? Why not 
stop the immigration of Catholics? Thousands are 
arriving every year, and our jails are full of them. 
Why not take away all the property of all the churches 
save the church buildings, grounds, and churehyards ? 
The churches own immense properties, centered in 
the hands of a few—the bishops of the Roman Cath- 
olic church holding in their own names millions and 
millions worth of lands—why not, if such holding 
is dangerous to the state, take this away, and de- 
vote it to building public schools? There is need of 
a score more schools right here in New York for the 
ignorant Catholic population. Why not take hold of 
these overgrown ecclesiastical corporations in the 
East as well as in the West ? 

It is true, the Christians of the East are not so 
thoroughly Biblical as the Christians of Utah, but 
they follow the example set by Solomon, as far as 
their means permit. It is hardly fair, because 
living is cheap in Utah, and the Western saints can 
afford a dozen or more wives, while the Eastern saint 
must be content with one and two or three mis- 
tresses, that the East should be excluded from the 
benefits of legislation! Why not, then, enlarge the 
scope of this bill and control all the churches? 

With the exception of preventing the practice of 
polygamy as a religious rite in Utah, we fail to see 
what the United States hav to do with Mormonism. 
And the present universal Jaw against bigamy is just 


seen on the Pacific coast. He went to Europe, and 


first circus to South America that ever visited that 
country, and managed the first circus that ever 
visited Australia, Japan, the Sandwich Islands, and 
the City of Mexico. He knew Dan Rice when the 
latter was a hostler. When the war broke out Rivers 
lived in Philadelphia, and paid taxes on $175,000 
worth of property, he having brought with him 
$165,000 in gold from California. But his property 
deteriorated during the war, and reverses befell the 
veteran showman. In 1864 he traveled with an 
English opera company. 

He afterward located in Boston, and was a medical 
bookseller when the founder of Tue Trura SEEKER 
was set upon by that church scavenger, Anthony 
Comstock. Mr. Rivers’s hearty and honest nature 
was thoroughly aroused by the outrage upon Mr. 
Bennett, and he worked untiringly for the editor’s 
release. Through his efforts mass meetings were 
held in Boston, and by that means the voice of thou. 
sands of Boston’s citizens was heard in the White 
House at Washington condemning the treatment of 
Mr. Bennett. Since Mr. Bennett’s death, when 
speaking of the cowardly conduct of Hayes, tears of 
indignation would start in Frank Rivers’s eyes. He 
hated a hypocrit with every drop of blood in his 
honest body. 

At the time of his death Mr. Rivers was traveling 
for Charles Scribner’s Sons, putting their magazines 
upon the counters of booksellers. He had been in 
Buffalo about twelve days, stopping at the Bensler 
House. The Sunday before hisdeath he had suffered 
from a cold, but on Monday was feeling better, and 
was about the hotel all the evening. He retired late, 
and shortly after two o'clock his bell rang. . The 
porter found him strieken by apoplexy, from which 
he could not rally. His wife livs in Newark. 

Mr. Rivers was an educated, companionable man, 
with a deep knowledge of the world, and a full ap- 
preciation of the worthlessness of the current 
theology. He hated his enemies and loved his 
friends, and his friends loved him. 

SEL SP ED 
Not. for Peace, but for Power. 

A paper published in the western part of New 
York, slavishly devoted to the despot in Rome, has 
the effrontery to assure its readers that the recent 
order of Leo XIII to the Catholics of Germany to 


for a seven-years’ war appropriation is purely and 
solely in the interests of peace. “His French chil- 
dren,” says the concealer of the truth, “are just as 
dear te the pontiff's heart as his German children. 
Therefore he uses his influence for the passage of a 
measure which, in his judgment, will tend to insure 
that peace which the toiling masses of either country 
heartily desire." 


This is all stuff! . "The pope orders the Germans to 


as good as a special law against polygamy—except, 
perhaps, that it doesn’t suit the Christians of the East, 
who ache to persecute their religious, brethren in 
Utah. Moreover, if our virtuous legislators at Wash- 
ington are determined to punish all violators of the 
seventh commandment, they need not travel as far as 


Grief sincere and darkening will be felt by hun- 
j dreds of Freethinkers when they learn that Frank 
Rivers was stricken with apoplexy on the morning of 
the 15th inst. at Buffalo, and lived but afew moments 


Frank Rivers possessed a character all his own. 
Bluff and hearty in his bearing, as became a man of his 
avoirdupois, he was so gentle in his treatment of his 
{ fellows, and so enthusiastic in pushing good works, 
that every generous man loved him. He was the 
oldest living ex-showman in the world, and famous 


field, Mass., over sixty six years ago, and from the 


In 


took seventeen shows thither from the East, among 
them three circuses and the first opera company ever 


brougbt back Melett, the court jester, and took the 
famous Swiss bell ringers to California. He took the 


support Bismarck in his demand of the Reichstag. 
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support those candidates for the Reichstag who wil 
vote for Bismarck’s Septennate bill for the simple 
reason that Bismarck will in return giv the German 
Catholie bishops more power, and thereby improve 
the position of the papacy in Germany. 

Some fifteen years ago Bismarck procured the 
passage of what are known as the May laws, which 
deprived the pope of the power to appoint bishops in 
Germany without first consulting the government, 
and in various ways hampered Rome. About a year 
ago the Prussian Chamber of Deputies passed an 
Ecclesiastical bill, allowing the church to settle with- 
out interference all questions pertaining to its own 
organization and diseiplin. This was done in pursu- 
ance of a bargain with the pope to help Bismarck 
control the political Liberals of Germany ; to secure 
the pope as an ally against France; and also to 
secure his aid in further consolidating the German 
empire. By the terms of this contract the pope was 
bound to help Bismarck whenever France showed 
her teeth. This Bismarck probably reckoned the 
pope would do willingly, because he hates the 
Atheists who are at the head of the French govern- 
ment, and who are depriving the church, one after an- 
other, of her state subsidies. But, precisely as we 
predicted at the time the contract was made, the 
pope has outwitted the prime minister. Before Dr. 
Windthorst, the leader of the Catholie party in the 
Reichstag, was ordered to support Bismarck, the 
pope exacted further concessions in the revision of 
the May laws. These hav been granted, and the 
church exultingly claims to hav forced Bismarck to 
concede her all her “ essential” rights. That means 
she is free to plot with or against the government, as 
her interest may require. It argues well for Dr. 
Windthorst that he has refused to obey the pope, 
claiming with Dr. McGlynn of this city that Leo XIII. 
should not meddle with politics. : 

The “holy father’s” solicitude for his French and 
German children is precisely as great as his desire to 
control them, and no greater. If he thought he 
could strengthen his hold by setting Germany and . 
France at war with each other, he would do it if he 
could. Popes always hav fought when it was policy 
to fight, and no European wars hav been so bitter 
and bloody as the religious wars. 

It is the sheerest nonsense to ascribe the pope's 
interference to any motiv but gain. 

— 9 9— — — — 
Here We Hav It! 

Quoting last week the Catholic Review's opinion 
that there is no longer a school question for Cath- 
olics, we said: 


** There is, however, a school question for the rest of the 
people, and that is to see that the school funds raised by 
taxation dre never divided between the public and the 


‘parochial schools.” 


Even before that was written, the following bill had ` 
been introduced in the Senate of thisstate by Senator 
M. C. Murphy, and referred to the Committee on 
Literature, consisting of the Hon. Senators Charles 
L. Knapp, of Lewis county, Stephen M. Griswold, of 
Brooklyn, and Edward F. Fagan, of Queen’s county : 

-AN ACT 
To amend Chapter 218 of the Laws of 1875, entitled An Act 
to further amend Chapter 448 of the Laws of 1863, en- 
titled An Act to incorporate the Society for the Protec- 
tion of Destitute Roman Catholic Children in the City of 
New York. 

Tbe people of the State of New York, represented in 
Senate and Assemblv, do enact as follows: : 

Section 1. The third section of said act is hereby amended 
so as to read as follows: 

&.3. The Court of Special Sessions of the Peace, in and for 
the City and County of New York, is hereby authorized and 
empowered to cemmit to the care of such corporation, chil. ' 
dren between seven and fourteen years of age, as idle, truant, 
vicious, or homeless children, in the same manner and under 
the same Circumstances, as any magistrate in. the City of New 
York is by said Act authorized and empowered to commit 
such Children thereto, and all the provisions of said Act, in 
reference to the committal or discharge of such children by 
any magistrate in the City of New York, or the return of any 
child to the Committing magistrate, are hereby made applic- 
able to the said Court of Special Sessions of the Peace, in 
and for the City and County of New York, and the schools 
established and maintained by the New York Catholic Protec. 
tory shall participate in the distribution of the Common School 
Fund in the same manner and degree as the Common Schools of 
the City and County of New York. 

Szo. 2. This Act shall take effect immediately. 


We are indebted to James M. King, chairman of 
the Committee on Legislativ Action of the United 
States Evangelical Alliance, and our Methodist con- 
temporary in the iron building around the corner for 
a knowledge of this demand of the Catholic church, 
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Mr. King, it is fair to say, denounces the bill vigor- 
ously. We presume, however, he objects to the bill 
for a reason analogous to that which moves a pig to 
crowd a companion away from a full trough. The 
Protestants hav got what they want in our public 
schools—Bible-reading, prayer, and religious songs—- 
&nd do not propose to divide the money, which pro- 
vides these Protestant religious exercises, with their 
old-time Romish enemy. But notwithstanding the 
Pratestants are as deep in the mire as the Catholics 
would like to be in the mud, this bill must be 
opposed. If every Infidel in New York state will 
write to the Senate Committee on Literature, having 
the bill in charge, and to his senator, opposing the 
measure, the effect will be good. The Evangelical 
Alliance will work against the bill, and codperation 
with them will in this case be fighting the devil with 
fire. 

Our schools are bad enough as they are. Do not 
allow the great enemy of American liberty to make 
them worse, or to withdraw one cent from their 
support. . 

— C 

Sunday Laws in California. 
When California adopted her new constitution she 
- provided guarantees of religious freedom, enacted 
that no person could be deprived of his civil rights 
on account of his opinions upon matters of religious 
belief, and gave every person the right to affirm or 
take the oath according to his or her religious preju- 
diees. About the sole relie of legal barbarism left 
intact was the useless formula of * So help me God" 
upon affirmations. And since the adoption of the 
constitution the legislature has found no time to vio- 
late the instrument by the enactment of blasphemy or 
Sunday laws, save one little statute of the latter class 
which prevents the legal employment of bakers on 
Sundays. i ' 

This condition of affairs is very displeasing to 
those bigots who think they hav the right to con- 
trol the actions of others one-seventh of the time, 
and they hav been holding “ mass meetings ” to im- 
press upon the public the necessity of Sunday laws. 
The most notorious gathering was held in the Assem- 
bly chamber, at Sacramento, which was called to order 
by a minister who introduced the speaker of the As- 
sembly as the chairman of the evening. It is evident 
from the speaker's action in granting the use of the 
Assembly chamber, and his language when addressing 
the audience, that the I-am-my-brother's-keeper kind of 
folks hav caught one, at least, of California's lawmakers. 
The other assemblymen and senators, however, were 
conspicuous at the meeting only by their absence. 
* If the object of holding the meeting in the Capitol 
building," says the Sacramento Record- Union, “ was 
to secure the attendance of the lawmakers of the 
state, it was a failure.” 

The pretense of the leading hypocrits who ad- 
dressed the meeting was that Sunday laws are not a, 
religious institution, but are asked for solely in thein- 
terest of the poor working man, God blesshim! The 
shell of this cant was broken through right away by 
the religious zeal of the lesser oratorical lights. Some 
of their sentences are significant. After the Rev. Dr. 
Frost had secured order, and Mr. Speaker Jordon 
had stated the object of the meeting to be not relig- 
ious, but to “secure the setting aside of one day out 
seven for a day of rest" (God bless the workingman !), 
an assemblyman from Los Angeles occupied the plat- 
form, He contradicted his speaker flatly, for “ while 
California had so much to boast of, it had no day set 
apart for rest expressiv of religious sentiment, appro- 
priate for Christian worship. With religious people, 
this is a religious question.” Mr. Knox was followed 
by Senator Steele, who bore down upon the iniquity 
of compelling the workingman—God bless him !—to 
labor on the holy Sabbath day. But the learned 
senator forgot to say that Sunday in California is a 
legal holiday, and that no man can be forced to labor 
thereon. 

Senator Steele was superseded by the Rev. E. R. 
Dille, chaplain of the Assembly, who should hav ex- 
plained first. where the Assembly obtained the con- 
stitutional authority to employ him, but who, instead, 
went on to say in substance that the workingman, 
God bless him ! should hav one day out of seven upon 
which to rest, and the Christian should hav one day 
set apart sacredly for his use and behoof because 
*the government has recognized the Christian re- 
ligion." . Hurling a shot at the Germans and demand- 
in the reénactment of the Sunday laws, the assembly 
chaplain gave way to the Rev. Dr. Frost. This gen- 


tleman is a furious upholder of Christianity. In re 
gard to the Sabbath, he said it “was the law of 
creation. God set us the example himself. No man 
can lay claim to respectability unless he obeys the 
Ten Commandménts.” It pained him “exceedingly, 
he said, to see five thousand Sacramento boys perch 
themselvs on the sharp points of a picket fence all the 
Sabbath day to watch a game of baseball. He was 
sorry that the boys didn’t appear to be pained also, 
but they did not, although they would undoubtedly 
toss restlessly about on the cushions of a church 
pew. .Dr. Frost added a lamentation that California 
and Nevada were the only two states sufficiently 
reckless as to their future to hay no Sunday laws 
upon their statute books, and closed with the time- 
worn story of the ship leaving Boston with the 
undue proportion of one hundred and fifty thousand 
gallons of rum to one missionary, and he a small one. 
The cause of Dr. Frost's grief over this unbalanced 
cargo is not stated, but is supposed to be because a 
small missionary could never hope to drink all that 
rum. 

While these fanatical, one-sided, and wholly false 
statements of the California preachers hay no weight 
with sensible people, refuting themselvs to every 
well-read mind, they constitute, nevertheless, suffi- 
cient reason why the friends of liberty should be alert. 
Since the new constitution of California was adopted 
Sunday laws were placed upon the statute books by 
Republican legislators. When the Democrats swept 
the state, the laws were repealed. Assemblyman 
Knox, at. this meeting, claimed that the Republican 
party was sure to pass a Sunday law within thirty 
days after it controled the state. Mr. Knox is, of 
course, a Republican, and his declaration was a bid 
for the church vote. It will be a detriment to Cali- 
fornia if Mr. Knox is a true prophet. 

The Liberals of the Golden state must remember 
that unless they watch this movement of the clergy 
and thwart it, Sunday laws will soon hav a place in 
the Code, and the legislature will find some way to 
grant exemption from taxa'ion to the churches and 
make money donations to their almost as worthless 
institutions. 


Editorial Notes. 


t THE TRUTH SEEKER, New York, says: ‘ “God and His 
Book” is the heaviest iconoclastic broadside that has been 
fired at the Jewish God and the Bible by any modern Free- 
thinker. Christians may get angry at it; but their system of 
religion cannot escape conviction under the powerful indict- 
ment drawn by Saladin."— London Secular Review. Saladin's 
copyist made a mistake. Tus TRUTH SEEKER said, “by any 
recent English Freethinker." Some living American book- 
makers hav drawn indictments equally powerful, though of 
different * counts.” But Saladin is a mighty warrior! 


“Tug removal of the old Dutch Reformed church in 
Lafayette Place vacates another important territory for gospel 
preaching. There are some latter-day thinkers who will 
conclude it doesn’t matter, as the Astor Library is so near. 
But all the reference books in the world will not lift up a 
soul alienated from God.”—Christian at Work. Do not let 
your heart be- troubled, Brother Hallock, concerning the 
means of spiritual grace in Lafayette Place. Tur TRUTH 
SEEKER will move into the beautiful street just assoon as the 
weather permits the masons to finish the new building for 
our printing-office and editorial rooms. 


Mr. Harman visited his daughter and her husband at the 
jail in Oskaloosa on the 7th inst., and “heard the voices of 
the prisoners through the outside grating.” Mr. and Mrs. 
Walker were in good bodily. health, and of resolute mind, and 
commissioned Mr. Harman “‘ to say to all their friends that 
while sincerely thanking them for their kind offers to furnish 
the money to pay costs of imprisonment, they most earnestly 
protest that they ought to be allowed to decide the question 
whether these costa shall be paid for them or not." We can 
not help thinking that this is an unwise decision, for unless 
the supreme court releases them, they are doomed to a life- 
long imprisonment. We do not see what good purpose is to 
be served by this self-inflicted incarceration. 


aig 

Tug Young Men's Institute of the Young Men's Christian 
Association cf this city has refused to admit Wiltshire Payne 
to the privileges of its architectural class because he is a negro. 
Young Payne acquired what education he has at the Cooper 
Union, and his treatment by the two institutions illustrates 
the wide difference between orthodox Christianity and benev- 
olent heterodoxy. Commenting upon this affair the Rev 
W. B. Derrick, a colored clergyman of this city, said: “The 
religious element in this country fails to carry out its pro- 
fessions. The Young Men's Christian Association draws its 
inspiration and support from the churches, and it acts as the 
churches themselvs desire it to act. Those men who would 
be the first to call a mass meeting to condemn intolerance in 
the South are the very ones to ostracize the colored man in 
the North. What can we expect from the South when such 
a spirit is manifested here? Not until the American church 
shall cease to discriminate against Color can anything be 
hoped for from the state. It’s a disgrace to the country, and 
some day, when the young colored men hav grown into a 

bad 


‘city, and Mrs. Stickney was a regular attendant. 


knowledge of their strength, they will show by their votes 
how they regard this treatment. "This prejudice is not new. 
It has always existed in this association. I hav never known 
of a colored clergyman being invited to assist in the work or 
organization of the association, although the latter’s ostensi- 
ble purpose is to moralize and Christianize young men, 
either outside or inside the church, regardless of color.” 


pea er WURDE 

WaaT kind of men do they hav down in Georgia for post- 
masters? In the issue of Tur TRUTH SEEKER of the 12th 
inst. we alluded to an incident said to hav occurred at 
Douglas, Ga. It was one of those Crazy stories about an 
angry God paralyzing a blasphemer. William Burklett was 
the alleged victim. He is said to hav been a profane man, 
and on one occasion exclaimed, ** I hope that God will para- 
lyze me,” when! at once ‘‘ his hands dropped to his side, his 
legs refused to move, and his eyes rolled wildly around. 
His prayer was answered, and he stood paralyzed on the 
spot where, but a few moments before, he was a magnificent 
type of physical manhood. He tried to speak, but his 
tongue would not move. Half a dozen men who were pres- 
ent were rendered motionless by the evident visitation of the 
hand of God.” J. M. Harding, M.D., of Oil City, Pa., felt 
curious about the case, and wrote to the postmaster at 
Douglas. He received the following reply, which he pub- 
lishes in the Detroit Evening Journal : 

* DOUGLAS, GA., Jan. 21. 1857. 

“Mr. J. M. HARDING, Dear Sir: Lanswer yours of the 10:h in- 
stant received, and will say [hav gathered all the information I 
could about it, and I will jnst say I think it is true. 


t Very respectfully, B PETERSON, 
** Postmaster, Douglas. Ga.” 


Mr. Peterson could not hav passed a civil service examina- 
tion before obtaining his office, or else common sense is not 
sought for in postmasters. Mr. Peterson's thoughts are not 
very valuable as evidence. 

- Tue Minneapolis, Miun., papers of the 18th inst. tell a 
story in which boundless superstitiou contends with insanity. 
It is of an attemptto bring back to life by the prayer of faith an 
only daughter who died some three months ago. Mrs. Anna 
Stickney is a widow lady residing in Northeast Minneapolis. 
Faith-healing meetings hav been held in that section of the 
She isa 
lady of more than ordinary intelligence, say the papers, and 
a church-member in good standing. During the illness of 
her daughter, last December, an alleged faith-cure by the 
Rev. R. A. Torrey made a deep impression upon her, and 
after her daughter's death the idea occurred to her to resur- 
rect the child by prayer. Tuesday the corpse was brought 
from the receiving vault and laid upon a couch in the parlor. 
Bands of women from the faith-cure meetings gathered duily 
about the couch and prayed. On Sunday the mother's in- 
sane mind saw movements—she sent the women from the 
room—the lungs of the corpse became inflated— perspiration 
started—the agonized mother rubbed the corpse, when it be- 
came stiff and cold under her hands—all signs of life had 
disappeared. Such is the story she tells, and so limitless is 
her superstition that she regards the stiffening back into 
death as God's judgment upon her for interfering in his 
work by attempting to hasten the resurrection instead of 
waiting for prayer to accomplish the miracle. It is a weird 
and pitiable affair, and one's sympathy for the mother is un- 
controlably mixed with indignation toward the system of 
religion which givs birth to such horrible impostures. 


Tur Boston Herald's correspondent in this city has found 
in the insane asylum asylum on Blackwell's Island a young 
woman whose condition excites feelings of pity and indigna- ` 
tion. Through the long hours of the day she sits poring 
over a Bible, now and again raising her eyes from the page 
to ponder and weep. She is not violent or in any way dnin- 
gerous to others or herself. She is the incarnation of sorrow, 
and will weep from now till death relieves her. She is the 
daughter of a member of an evangelical church, and was 
brought up to implicitly believe the Bible and trust the 
clergy. Some two years ago she married à man wlio was an 
Infidel, and the soul of honor, true to moral principle, and 
devoutly loving his wife. They had been married six 
months, when the husband fell a victim to pneumonia. Ilis 
death came upon his wife almost as suddenly as if he had 
been brought home mangled by an accident. A source of 
grief to her was her fear because he had never been convert- 
ed. The family physician watched her anxiously for a time 
after the funeral, for he could discern the seriousness of the 
trouble, but he soon concluded that she was in no danger. 
She seemed more than cver devoted to the church. One day 
she went to her pastor with a frightened mien to ask for con- 
solation and light. With much trepidation and tendency to 
hysteria, she told him how she had dreamed that she had 
been granted a vision of hell. She had been praying inces- 
santly since her husband’s death that she might be informed 
as to his fate. She had begun to hope that her prayers 
might be efficient in bringing him divine favor, when the 
answer came in the shape of this vision. At all events, she 
feared that this dream was the answer, for as she had made 
her way through the burning laks she had seen her husbaud 
writhing in torment, Could her pastor offer any cheer? 
Could he assure her that the vision was a mere fancy—that 
it meant nothing? No, the pastor, rigid zealot of the old 
school, could see nothing less in it than an announcement of 
the judgment of providence upon the scoffer. With fanatic 
conscientiousness he told her his convictions. She listencd 
in perfect belief, and went to her home a lunatic. It was not 
ascertained for a time, of course, that her mind was seri- 
ously affected; she began to spend her entire time reading 
the Bible. occasionally stopping to reason with herself, the 
conclusion of all her reasoning invariably being that there was 
a hélland that her husband must be therein. At first she 
argued the matter quietly, but with pathetic firmness, with 
those who were near her; then she relapsed into communing 
with herself alone. And that will be the end of her history. 
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Letters from friends. 


Doper City, Kav., Feb. 9, 1887. 
Mr. Epitor: Inclosed please find check for fifteen dol- 
lars. Apply as directed. Mr. Putnam is going to be here in 
a few days. All arrangements are made where he will 
speak, and I leave it to him to write about this country and 
the friends of our cause. Morris COLLAR. 


SEATTLE, Wasu. TER., Jan. 16, 1887. 
Inclosed find $3, for which please send THE 
Truro SEEKER another year. Heston is a brick. I get my 
money's worth from his pictures alone. Many a hearty 
laugh do I hav over them, and were it not for my giving 
them away to my neighbors, I would paste them all over the 
room, so I could feast my eyes on them continually. 

F. H. Hargis. 


New Yorg, Feb. 5, 1887. 
Mr. Eprron : I hav lately sent Mr. Hacker $1, for which 
Ireceived from him one dozen of his lectures. I hav read 
them very carefully, and found that they were full of good, 
sound sense, and I would advise every person who claims to 
be a Liberal to send Mr. Hacker at least something to make 
his old age pleasant. Iam sure that the reading they would 

receive in return would teach them a good deal. 
Bourton Davis. 


Merriox, L. I., Jan. 24, 1887: 
Mr. Eprror: The little pamphlet that you are selling, en- 
titled ‘‘ Personal Existence after Death Improbable,” written 
by L. R. Smith, I think is the boss, the champion of light 
weights. It seems to me to be the conclusion of a thinking 
man, near his end, after a life of study and investigation. I 
hope that every reader of THE TRUTH SEEKER will send for 
one or more; they are so cheap that they can afford to lend 
them out to their neighbors. Besides, it would be a charity 
to help Mr. Smith, for he has been sick for & long time, and 
not able to work; but I hope that he may get well again, so 
that he can teach school; he would be likely to scatter some 
more of the seeds of common sense into the children's heads. 

F. H, Morumzavux. 


Binenamroy, N. Y., Feb. 5, 1887. 
Mz. Epiror: In your issue of Feb. 5th I notice an article 
from the Rev. J. W. Caldwell, Mapleton, Kan., in regard to 
the picture contained in your issue of Jan. 15th of the man 
who has maimed himself in accordance with Christ's injunc- 
tion, '* If thine eye offend thee, pluck it out," etc. The 
reverend gentleman says, ‘‘ Not one among the millions who 
hav accepted his teachings, not the most silly, has ever so 
understood him." Now, I wish to state that I am personally 
acquainted with a man who did so interpret his meaning, to 
. the degree that he unsexed himself, and I would add that, 
barring his religious fanaticism, he is by no means a fool. 
Neither has he ever been considered a lunatic, though the 
fact of his having maimed himself is no secret, being very 

generally known in the community in which he resides. 
. A READER. 


BnuisTor, Wis., Jan. 20, 1887. 
Mr. Eviror: You are sound on the indictment of the 
Chicago Anarchists. I read the testimony closely, and I 
could not see that & murder was proved against one of them. 
Had they been indicted for making speeches, inciting a riot, 
there might hav been some reason in it, but to indict men for 
murder, fail to prove it, and still hold them for murder, 
only shows what senseless public clamor will do. I hold 
that any party or'sect that openly or secretly advocates the 
destruction of his neighbor's life or property for any reason 
whatever should hav the strong hand of the law laid upon 
him at once. Advocating destruction and death is not the 
way to cure the evils that we are enduring. Educating the 
people is what is needed. When this is brought about our 
evils will disappear like a frost before the rising sun. In- 
closed find five dollars for two years' subscription. Wishing 

Tut TRUTH SEEKER prosperity, I remain, as ever, 
A. D. CORNWELL. 


Mr. Epitor: 


PITTSBURGH, PA., Jan. 30, 1887. 

Mz. Eprror: I herewith inclose you a postal note for 
$1.50 for six month’s subscription to Taz TRUTH SEEKER; 
will endeavor to send you the rest before the year’s subscrip- 
tion runs out, which, I think, will be in April, 1887. There 
was a feeling on my part to giv up Tue TRUTH SEEKER when 
you first got up the picture business; in fact, almost wrote 
you to stop it. But I found my head after a little thought, 
and came to the conclusion to let it come. Having recently 
taken a partner for life, and one who is a United Pres- 
byterian, it would hav a tendency to raise a rumpus in the 
camp. But by letting it come it brought a new thought 
along, and I am glad to say in nine cases out of ten, when I 
come home, I find the wrapper torn off, and, in fact, if I ask 
if the paper came, I am told all about the pictures. Many 
a hearty laugh we had over the Adam and Eve busi- 
ness. Then I explain, in a gentle but not harsh way, the 
means and processes used. to scare people to believe such 
nonsense, and I must say it has done good. Of course, to 
wipe all out it takes years of mental development, but with 
kind words and encouragement, and a little sacrifice, these 
things will come around all right. I think the greatest trouble 
with men is, they think women are not capable of under- 
standing such things, and if 2 woman makes a mistake, or 
has a mistaken notion, they pounce down on her, and try to 
drive her along, which a majority of women will not stand, 
and the consequences are strong-headedness and loss of con- 
fidence in what one says. I hav tried with kind and gentle 
"words to explain things of this kind, and found I made bet- 
ter headway, and in places where one would least expect to. 


* 


So you see, even if I don't take so much interest in the union 
as a body, I am still with them at heart, and our cause moves 
on. Yours truly, J. 8. J. 


SEATTLE, Wasu. Ter., Feb. 1, 1887. 
Mz. Eprrog: The grand old TRUTH SEEKER still comes to 
hand every week, laden with gems of thought, which are 
highly appreciated by me, as I hav taken it ever since it was 
hatched out in a seed-garden in Illinois. The cartoons are 
grand, and I only wish THE TRUTH SEEKER could afford to 
add another sheet, so they could be cut out and put in an al- 
bum, without hiding so much valuable réading matter. Our 
young city of about 12,000 is in a flourishing condition. We 
hav, I think, fourteen churches ; last, but not least, we hava 
flourishing Liberal association, somewhat like your Liberal 
Club, where we discuss all manner of subjects for the good 
of man here and now. We meet every Sunday evening. For 
the last three Sundays we hav been trying to keep God out 
of our constitution, and I tell you we hav given the old Jew 
God a pretty rough handling. Our Odd Fellow’s Hall is well 
filled, and a deep interest is felt in the cause. Inclosed find 

$6, to renew our subscriptions. D. M. CRANE. 


Austin, Tex., Feb. 8, 1887. 

Mz. Epitor: Being an occasional reader of your paper, 

and believing it to be the very best medium in the United 

States for the dissemination of every new fact touching the 

Christian religion, I inclose you a clipping from the Austin 

Daily Statesman of this morning. I send this simply to let 

you know that we in Texas are not behind Philadelphia and 
New York in Christian grace. 

Yours very respectfully, 

THE EXTRAOT. 


Rouxp Rook, Feb. 7.—A Baptist preacher, who has been 
some days at Mr. Black's, in Old Round Rock, this afternoon 
isalleged to hav made some kind of insulting &pproach or 
proposition to Mr. Black'slittle twelve-year-old daughter. Her 
mother, Mrs. Black, learned the fact, sent to the store forher 
husband to come at once and bring hisshot-gun. He did so. 
She met him at the gate and told him what had occurred. 
He returned to his store, got a black-snake horsewhip, leav- 
ing the gun in his wife’s hands. The parson started to leave 
the premises, but Mr. Black went over and gave him a severe 
castigation. The parson ran, and at last accounts he was 
fleeing on foot in the direction of Manor. 


BarrsToN, Sra., N. Y., Feb. 6, E.M. 287. 

Mr. EprroR: Please send sample copies of Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER to Mr. William H. Haigh and Charles Massey, both 
of Ballston Spa., N. Y. I hav been talking to them con- 
cerning their eternal salvation, and told them that if they 
ever expected to possess wings and & harp, and dwell with 
the lamb that was slain from the foundation of the world, 
they must subscribe for Toe TRUTH SEEKER, and become 
members of the family of truth seekers, and then their call- 
ing and election would be sure. Brother Macdonald, I am 
almost through Volume II. of ‘‘A Truth Seeker Around 
the World," and would like to see Volume III. (if the Lord 
will permit) before 1 open on Volume IV. 

I hav just got fourteen photographs of prominent Infidels 
put into & gold-gilt frame, with two places for Mrs. Thorpe 
and myself, making sixteen, and it is something to be proud 
of. I wish every Infidel in the land could see it, with 
Brother Ingersoll in the center, and Mrs. Thorpe takes great 
pride in showing it to our Christian neighbors. Hoping the 
TRUTH SEEKER family are enjoying the blessings of good 
health and prosperity, we are, as ever, yours in the cause of 
humanity, Mrs. AND Mr. WILLIAM THORPE. 


ALLIANOE, Onro, Jan. 18, 1887. 

Mz. Eprron: Find inclosed $5, to be applied on my sub- 
scription to Tux TRUTA SEEKER. I plead guilty to negligence 
in not remitting ere this. S. P. Putnam lectured in this place 
on the evening of the 18th inst. to an appreciativ audience. 
Parties came twenty miles to hear him, and felt doubly paid 
for their trip. Mr. Putnam is doing a good work, and he is 
“the right man in the right place." I think the idea C. 
Fannie Allyn advances concerning the getting up of some 
cheap story books for children & good one, and hope to see it 
succeed. Sheis also right in wanting all sides heard in our 
Liberal papers, including Spiritualism. Tue TRUTH SEEKER, 
in my estimation, is a truly Liberal paper, and I rather think 
that Robert G. Ingersoll gave a very good description of it 
without naming it. Let Heston’ go on with his cartoons. I 
know of a great number who took but little interest in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER before it was illustrated, but now are greedy 
to devour it, and all because the pictures hav made them 
think, and now they want to read it. I read with great in- 
terest G. H. Dawes’s first article, ** Has Christianity Benefited 
Woman?” and hope he will continue the articles. The issue 


M. R. SPRINGER. 


of January 15th is brim full of good thought, and is a copy : 


that will be read by many with interest, regardless of their 
religious views. 


Your for universal mental liberty, CanniE E. Weir. 


CoLFAx, Jan. 26, 1887. 

Mr. EDITOR: The last number of TuE TRUTH SEEKER, Jan- 
uary 15th, is unusually full of good things. John Peck’s ar- 
ticle is well worth the subscription price of the paper. In 
fact, itis hard to tell, of all the good articles, which is the 
best. 

Dr. Higbie's letter on the extravagant display becoming so 
common in putting away our loved ones, voices my senti- 
ments exactly. Then Mr. Putnam’s start on his new cam- 
paign; his * News and Notes” will be an interesting feature 
of the paper, as we follow him in his wanderings. 

When the time comes to make arrangements for his ap- 
pointments in this place, we want to be ready to receive him, 
for we are making calculations on both -seeing and hearing 
him in Colfax.- I read an article in Taz TRUTH SEEKER sev- 
eral weeks past, describing a polling-place on election day in 
New York city, which was said to be a sample of all the rest. I 


*- 


thought several times as I was reading the proceedings of that 
miserable, démoralized, but highly important official group, 
Why don’t they admit the women? When I came to the last 
of the article, behold, that was the remedy suggested! Let 
me tell you the remedy is good. We practice it in Colfax 
with excellent results. 

Inclosed you will find twenty-five cents in i stampa; for 
which please send to my address THE TRUTH SEEKER Annual 
as soon as published. Kars P. WorrARD 


Bur.ineton, Kayn., Feb. 6, 1887. 
Mr. Eprtor: Inclosed you will find an account of a very 
sad accident which happened to our esteemed friend Mr. 


| Borland. Mr. Borland is an old subscriber of TuE TRUTH 


SEEKER, and I thought that perhaps the readers of your 
paper would be glad to hear from him. I am glad to say 
that heis very much better now, and he thinks he will be 
able to go out again in a few more days. 

Ifirst became acquainted with Mr. Borland about eleven 
years ago. At that time I was & stanch supporter of the 
Methodist church, and thought to doubt God's word would 
send a man to hell before breakfast on an empty stomach. 
But since then I hav read a good deal of Freethought. -Mr. 
Borland gave me some TRUTA SEEKERS to start with; then 
he loaned me “The Gods,” and ''Mistakes of Moses," and 
a host of others, of which he has a large assortment. Finally 
I became & subscriber for Tun TRUTH SEEKER myself, and 
now my wife and children are all Freethinkers. 

There are over one hundred outspoken Infidels in this 
county now. If we were only organized we could do much 
better work; as it is, we giv the Christians some pretty tough . 
punches in the ribs. Iattended the Philomatheon Literary 
Society on Friday of last week, and read for their amuse- 
ment ‘‘Uncle Petes Religious Experience," which made 
some of the good sisters open their eyes pretty wide. 

Yours for truth and reform, C. K. LEVERING. 


: AYER, Mass., Feb. 18, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: For sending me ''The Fathers of our 
Republic" you hav my sincere thanks. You ask my 
thoughts on the lecture. The array of tangible facts are 
creditable alike to their authors and the renowned lecturer 
who has presented them. It is well for us and them that 
they left such clear evidences of their sentiments. The tree 
of liberty, or rather freedom, which these great and generous 
intellects planted, has grown to bear much good fruit, and, 
like the great banyan-tree, has dropped its branches and 
taken root in other hands. But the church, true to its 
instincts, is trying to fasten its insidious ivy of religious 
dogmas on its fair branches to poison its leaves which are 
for the healing of the nations. 

The true heirs of such noble ancestry must exercise eternal 
vigilance to watch and repel this impudent and would-be 
despotic foe. Washington, Franklin, and Jefferson are, 
with a liberal clerical whitewashing, thought fit subjects for 
labeling them ‘‘ Christians,” while Paine, the unwitting 
teacher and educator, receives the honored label ‘ Infidel.” 
Franklin, Paine,.aiid Jefferson were avowed, undisguised 
Deists—Infidels to a religion that has shed more blood than 
light—while Washington was reticent and noncommittal. 
Brother Remsburg just puts them all in one happy class, and 
resurrects them from the theological sands of hate, prejudice 
and slander. Thisis as it should be. 


The force of truth is great, 

It must and wil prevail, 

When false reports shall cease, 
The slanderous tongue will fail. 


But for the doubters, the Infidels, where would the world 
hav been to-day? The thing called religion has cost too 
much—too much precious life, too many temples and 
dungeons. The church has been consistent with its faith in 
blood. When the blood of Jesus failed, they killed the next 
best man. Will some one inform me if Infidels ever killed 
or persecuted ? Ersan Mynurox. 


i . Marton, N. Y., Feb. 3, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: The ‘issue of Jan. 29, 1887, has not yet ar- 
rived. I suspect some pious friend intends to reform me. 
It is a poor plan, however. For the special benefit of such 
disposed person I will refer them to Exodus xx, 8. Once be- 
fore my paper came badly torn. Please forward me a copy 
of the above number. I wish to keep the numbers of this 
year unbroken. Iam not blaming the company, because I 
am satisfied of promptness in the past. I borrowed Mr. 
Coggswell’s paper for last week. I look for the paper with 
the same eagerness that I used to look for & letter each week 
from my ‘‘best girl.” I think the advice to Mr. Walker and 
his wife is sound. "Tis the same I gave friend C. B. Rey- 
nolds. Pay the fines by all means, put on the gloves, and 
strike from the shoulder. A jail is no place for business; 
isn’t room enough to circulate in. I truly admire her grit, 
&nd would like to see them win; sorry I can't send them 
something besides sympathy. If there is any petition in 
circulation for the release of those seven men in Chicago I 
am willing my name should be put on. I am glad to see 
that so many of your readers are of the same opinion as my- 
self, Hang the man that flung the bomb, if he can be 
found. It won't do to kill the wrong dog. I hav been through 
the East this winter and I know how-the laboring men feel, 
and let me tell you there is trouble ahead if some of these 
monopolies are not regulated. The Knights hav many 
friends that willaid them outside of their own ranks when 
they put & ticket in the field. Let the local clubs nominate 
their men for assessors, and put a tax on these rich concerns, 
and if they don't like it, tell them—as the arrogant manufac- 
turer told three hundred thousand mechanics in the winter 
of "78 in the New England and Middle states—that they are 
free to look up a more. congenial location; and also add that 
they can take the Swedes, Italians, Canucks, French, Scotch, 
and the rest of their imported stock along with them. I 
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protested at that time to flooding the country with such help 
and remarked that when the time eame that this population 
got ready to cut their throats I should not feel under any 
obligation to render them assistance, and never would apply 
the strike plan. I put right out. As for stating your 
grievances to these princely manufacturers, that is useless. 
Just put your vote against them every time. When one en- 
deavors to be fair with his men the rest of the same branch 
_of brass, iron, steel, or cotton goods either force him to join 
the combination or ruin his trade. This I know to be a fact. 
Enough and more. JosePn E. Coy. 


Keora, Ia., Jan. 12, 1887. 

Mz. Eprror: In Tae TRUTH SEEKER of Dec. 11, 1886, you 
print a letter from “ Schoolmaster,” in Godstown, Out West. 
He laments over his chains that bind him to an intolerant 
community, leveling his more elevated thoughts to the dark 
ruts of ignorance, envying you for your liberty of expressing 
your sentiment. And yet there is no nobler calling than 
that of a teacher. He may, like old Samson, break his 
chains, and carry the gates of that intolerant, ignorant city 
upon the hill, and let the sun of reason shine on their streets. 
His lessons of geology, astronomy, physic, history, etc., will, 
like burning foxes, destroy the fields of superstition, the 
fountain of faith and miracle; and although his Philistines 
may dance above his head now, compelling him to harp as 
they demand, he may, like the aforesaid old gentleman, bring 
down that conglomerate of the dark ages, but the débris 
would soil his butter. His strength is not in, but under, his 
hair; so no Delilah will shear him. I envy him for his 
philanthropic opportunity to lead his scholars on to the new 
era of science. Ienvy his scholars, for their time will, at 
least, not be spent in miracle-planting. My own teacher was 
& very orthodox man. He was the father of that Professor 
Hochlman, in Leipsic, who, a few years ago, wrote a book, 
sustaining the Bible in its snake and ass talk. He dealt 
us big rations of religion, but very little of science, yet truth 
comes ever uppermost. I left my old sweet home in Saxony 
in 1858, twenty years of age, as a double-geared, Materialistic 
Atheist and Abolitionist. But those precious childhood 
years, troubled with Bible-history and faith lessons, are for- 
ever lost. Many people will never uproot these miracle- 
traps, and fall an easy prey to the priesthood. May the 
sparks under the hair of “Schoolmaster ” grow quick and so 
abundant.that he has to burst forth as a light in the ranks of 
Freethought. May you, Mr. Editor, and Mr. Heston con- 


tinue to hit the right nail as Usual, and the amplification of 


Tur Terura SEEKER circle will follow. 
For the inclosed $5 send Tux TRUTH SEEKER to a new sub- 
scriber. Respectfully, Cuas. NAUMAN. 


Norra Sypvzy, C. B., Jan. 26, 1887. 
Mr. Epiron: It is not very often you hear from persons so 
far east as Cape Breton. In olden times we are told that 
wise men came from the East, but in these times of evolution 
there seems to hav been a “ reversion,” as a large proportion 
of your instructiv and entertaining correspondents, I ob- 
serve, are from the land of the setting sun. ‘What few per- 
sons of Liberal tendencies in religious matters there are on 
this island aré so surrounded with the ‘‘ dead calm of igno- 
rance and faith” as to prevent. their coóperation among 
themselvs, and shroud them from kindred spirits in the out- 
side world. And when one of them recently, with a lauda- 
ble desire to codperate with his fellow-men for worthy ob- 
jects, irrespectiv of creed, desired to join a lodge of I. O. G. 
- Ts, one of the members kindly intimated that a man who 
did not believe in God ought to be shot. Of course the 
Freethinker was blackballed. No toleration for heresy 
there. It is needless to add that rum and religion are the 
dominant elements in our population. In this town of about 
three thousand people; there are said to be over sixty rum 
shops of one kind or another, or one to every ten or eleven 
adults of the entire population. There are five churches in 
"town, and one of the smallest of these took over $1,200 at & 
bazar the past summer. These few facts wil enable your 
readers to form a faint conception of the difficulties and ob- 
- gtacles to be encountered by the man who has the courage to 
attempt the distribution of Freethought literature in such & 
community. A railroad has been surveyed to connect us 
with the continental system at the Strait of Canso, about 
eighty miles from here, and perhaps in another year, when 
that is completed, our charming natural scenery may beguile 
some of our nature-loving brethren from abroad to visit us. 
Especially would we enjoy & missionary visit from Brother 
Putnam, Reynolds, Remsburg, or Watts. The latter gentle- 
man, I perceive, is one of the editors of that very promising 
new paper just started in Toronto, Secular Thought, which I 
am about to subscribe for, notwithstanding I already take 
two Liberal papers. This is the best recommendation I can 

giv it to your many readers. R.J. Morrar. 


Waverty, W. T., Feb. 1, 1887. 

Me. Eprror: Is there no way that we ean get the unpol- 
ished truth concerning missionaries and their works in what 
they call heathen lands? The Christian people of America 
seem to be ready to send their money to & distant land, 
with the idea that it will do more good than if the same 
amount was charitably expénded in our own country. 

Noticing your report in Tux TRUTH SEEKER of Stanley's 
answer to question No. 7 givs me an idea that we should 
know what these men are doing that are sent to other coun- 
tries with the full confidence of our people. The reports of 
their actions should be given to us by disinterested parties. 
We hav a right to know if there is any wrong-doing. Do we 
not see the pernicious works of the church in our own coun- 
try, and the loose morals of some of the preachers? What 
guarantee hay we that the same rules and forms are not 
adopted in heathen countries, where intelligence is no barrier 
to missionary avarice and immorality? All reports that we 
get concerning missionaries are written by themselvs, and I 


ically ostracized portion of the community, I take great 
pleasure in reading anything calculated to work for the ad- 


fear they are not particular concerning the truth. If you 
hav any means of reaching the truth in these countries, I 
think you would confer a favor on all who hav such great 
faith in the saving power of Christianity. Could you not 
induce some correspondent in heathen countries to giv us 
facts that would be fair and reliable. If you cannot reach 
the truth in such a way, I would suggest that we send some 
able man to write up the doings and works of missionaries in 
Africa, China, or some other country. We know what they 
do here. Can we expect better because they are in a nation 
where ignorance is the greatest evil that they hav to contend 
against, and to the utmost of their power they will try to 
plunge the inhabitants into deeper ignorance, for that is how 
their bread comes. Look at Spain, look at Italy, and what 
do we see?—plenty of gospel-pounders, but very few of the 
common classes can read or write. The priest knows that 
education is a weapon that will strike his creed with a merci- 
less blow. Jonn Stewart DIOK. 


money we havto pay for them? or, does he think natural 
rights areinalienable and that they can never be justly bought 
orsold? Does Mr. Thomas think the present state of society, 
when about one person in ten is allowed any right to natural 
things, is & just state of society ? If he does, I would like to 
hav him explain why one-tenth of the people should be al- 
lowed to enjcy all the natural things and the other nine-tenths 
none. If he does not uphold this system, if he believes all 
should be allowed equal opportunities, I would like him to 
explain how this could be done. I shall not insist on my 
way of doing it, but believe it should be done in some way. 

I believe there is always a way to do what is right. If it 
is right that all should hav equal opportunities, then I believe 
we should see that all hav equal opportunities, and for all 
time to come. Will Mr. Thomas say Amen to this? 

Mr. Thomas and many others speak of the views which I 
advocate on this subject as ‘‘theories,” ‘‘ theories,” 
“ theories,” as though they were something that never had 
been and could not be put inpractice. Yet I cannot see that 
there is any more theory about man’s inalienable and equal 
right to land than about his natural right to liberty. Indeed, 
his right to the latter implies his right to the former; for no 
man can be said to hav his liberty in a country wholly owned 
by other pecple. Hence afreeholder is one who holds an 
estate in fee simple. One who does not so hold is not a free- 
holder, and is, therefore, not free. 

Still, I do not blame Mr. Thomas for considering these 
views mere theories, for the air is full of it. Newspapers 
and public speakers constantly represent them as theories. 
ButIclaim the charge is false, and propose to prove that 
what is so often called a theory is a well established business 
principle. 

Let us take a railway corporation for an illustration: It is 
proposed to build a railway through a certain country. A 
meeting is called and an estimate of the cost is laid before it. 
A company is formed and each member subscribes for so 
much stock. When the necessary funds are raised in this 
way the stockholders elect a board of managers. Bach 
stockholder pays in a certain percentage of his stock, and the 
work commences. Finally the road is completed and owned 
by the stockholders. They do not divide the road up into 
little pieces and giv so much to each stockholder. The 
business managers operate the ‘road and make it earn all 
they can. They pay all the expenses of operating it out of 
the earnings, and at the end of a certain time they declare a 
dividend in favof of the stockholders; that is, they pay to 
each stockholder so much for each share he owns. This 
dividend may be declared annually or semi-annually, and it 
is paid to each stockholder in proportion to the number of 
his shares. The expenses of constructing and operating the 
road are also borne by the stockholders in proportion to the 
number of their shares. Stockholders are not charged more 
or less in proportion to their wealth, or to the kind of houses 
they liv in, or the kind of clothes they wear, nor do they get 
dividends with relation to these things. The poorest stock- 
holder must pay the same rate of expense of operating the 
road as the richest, and he gets the same dividend. 

Now, society may be fairly considered a great corporation, 
and what we call the government may justly be called the 
board of managers. Each citizen, man, woman, and child, 
may be considered a stockholder, and since we hav long ago 
declared that we are all created equal, and hav certain in- 
alienable rights, we can see nothing wrong in the proposition 
that each citizen shall take just one share of stock, and that 
that share shall be his equal share of the natural things of the 
country. Since they are already made, the board of man- 
agers hav only to proceed to operate them, and after paying 
the expenses of operating the national corporation, they 
should declare annually or semi-annually a dividend in favor 
of all stockholders, and this dividend should be equal. The 
earnings of the corporation operating the natural things of 
the country are the rent—the annual rent—of those things. 
It could be collected just as we collect taxes now. The dif- 
ference would be that assessors would only hav to appraise 
the value of the land, but would not appraise the value of 
improvements. 

There are thousands of corporations operated on these 
principles now, and they are a grand success, and are the 
chief characteristic of our boasted civilization. There would 
be no new principle involved in forming one more Corpora- 
tion, the grand national corporation, and operating it as I 
hav indicated above. There would be no more theory about 
it than about a railroad, or any other corporation. 

Now, I want Mr. Thomas to understand that this would 
not be taking the land away from the people. On the con- 
trary, it would be distributing it fairly dnd equally among 
the people. As we hav it now, the land is taken away from 
nine-tenths of the people, but under the proposed method of 
distribution all would be equal owners. ; 

It has been supposed that the rent of the land of the United 
States would bring in a revenue of $5,000,000,000. We hav 
never yet used $1,000,000,000 in a year. This would leave 
an annual sum to declare in dividends of $4,000.000,000, or 
more than $66 to every man, woman, and child when the 
nation is 60,000,000. A family of five would then get $383 
dividend every year. With this money they could pay the 
tax on a good farm, and liv free from taxation on everything 
else. Ido not sce that the richest man in the country would 
hav any right to complain of the operations of this law. It 
would do away with ninety-nine per cent of our tramps, and 
about the same percentage of our lawyers. It would make 
it easy for men to make an honest living, and hard for them to 
make it dishonestly. It might seem a little hard on the land 
speculators, but it would be for their good. . 

Tt seemed rather tough to take the slaves away from their 
masters, but there was nothing unjust about it. Natural 
rights are always more sacred than legal rights, hough our 
lawyer-legislators try hard to reverse this order. . 

' Mr. Thomas will observe that my plan of effecting the de- 
sired change is not by evicting present owners from their 


i hanging the method of taxation. 
lands, but simply by changing the Ha Ma 


Baxer’s Corner, Inp., Feb. 1, 1887. 

Mz. Epiror: Please find inclosed $10.25, to be applied as 
per inclosed list. We-cannot well afford to be without your 
paper. 

I want the readers. of Taz TRUTH SEEKER to know that 
there is à little band of healthy, robust Freethinkers in this 
vicinity. We, the outspoken ones, are not very strong as to 
numbers, but unwavering in what we conceive to be right, 
taking the lamp of science, reason, and good common sense 
for our guide. The waves of superstition and bigotry beat 
against our little bark to no avail. About seventeen years 
ago the Wesleyan Methodists organized in our neighborhood 
built a church, and hav ever since worked with all the 
energy and zeal imaginable to scare the devil out of the |: 
neighborhood, but they a8 yet seem to hav made no impres- 
sion on his Satanic majesty ; he still continues to flaunt his 
banner to the breeze defiantly, and we believe he ultimately 
will triumph. Understand me, reason and Freethought are 
the antagonists they are assailing. They are at this time 
holding & protracted meeting, going over the same program 
which has to be gone over every winter, reclaiming back- 
sliders, driving, as it were, the lost sheep into the fold. 
They are very loud in their denunciations against pride and 
worldly-mindedness, but as to the former, I take notice that 
they hav an equal amount, if not a double portion, in com- 
parison with those they term sinners and worldlings. I tell 
them I am unable to conceive how we could subsist on this 
earth and be divested of worldly-mindedness, as they are 
bound to admit ‘“ we are of earth earthy, and of the dust 
dusty.” 

I am well pleased with the pictures, and take pleasure in 
calling the attention of some of our Christian neighbors to 
them, as I think they speak so plain that they cannot fail to 
understand; and then some will look at pictures who would 
not take time to read a Freethought article. I am a great 
admirer of Mr. Peck’s plain style of writing. I never fail 
to read his articles, and hope he will continue to speak 
through the columns of Taz Teruras Seeker ‘‘ Has Chris- 
tianity Benefited Woman?” is excellent. Such articles do not 
fail to come under my observation. Belonging to the polit- 


vancement of woman’s cause, which means advancement for 
the whole human family. Mr. Dawes, in his last article, 
speaks of woman clinging so tenaciously to the church. 
This I do not deny; but, speaking for myself, I hav not 
noticed much, if any, difference between the sexes with re- 
gard to this matter. One thing I will aver, without fear of 
successful contradiction, that by far the larger portion of 
the preachers are men, and this would include & goodly 
number, a8 they ate indeed numerous. I want to say here 
that man has it in his power to giv woman the ballot, and 
thus open up the political field before her, placing her on an 
equality with himself. This, in my opinion, would be a 
great step towards educating her up to a condition above 
her present one. With regard to the church, there are many 
other things I would wish to say, in order that I may be dis- 
tinctly understood on this matter; but as my letter has 
already grown too. lengthy, I will discontinue for this time 
by saying that a friend has handed in a few names of persons 
whom he would be glad to hav receive sample copies of 
paper. I herewith inclose them. Saran F. BAKER. 
REPLY TO J. L. THOMAS. 

Mr. Eprtor: J. L. Thomas has written a somewhat severe 
criticism in Tax Truro SEEKER of January 22d of my views 
on the taxation of land. I am not sure that I should hav felt 
able to reply to his article had he not flattered me a little, and 
very nearly gave his sanction to my views on the money 
question. : 

I must say that I do enjoy such critics as Mr. Thomas. 
He states his objections clearly and boldly, and makes very 
little effort to say ugly things to his opponent.: All this 
should be characteristic of Liberals. Let those who are try- 
ing to defend what they know is false fill pages with high- 
sounding emptiness, declamation, and mean epithets, but 
truth seekers should always treat their opponents with kind- 
ness and consideration. : 

Mr. Thomas’s main question is, ‘‘ How do people (that is, 
the public) expect to get possession of the lands of the 
United States?’ Before answering this question, I would 
like to ask Mr. Thomas if he does not think that the people 
of the United States ought to hav possession of the lands of 
the country? If not, who should possess them? Again, I 
would like to ask him if he does not think that the natural 
things of the country should be enjoyed by all persons in an 
equaldegree? If not, why should some be allowed a larger 
share of those things than others? Does Mr. Thomas think 
we should be allowed to enjoyed our natural rights, that is, 
the right to use natural things in proportion to the amount of 
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Children’s Corner. 


.. Hdited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fall 
. River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


Children’s Pets. 


As I am a great lover of dear children, and 
want to see them grow up to be noble men 
and women, I will tell you what I think is 
the kind of “ pete” that will help you to be 
clean, cultured, and refined when young 
and old. 

. To be full-grown, noble men and women it 
is absolutely necessary to ktep the choicest 
company. But children are not like old peo- 
ple and want pets, something to amuse and 
please, something to play with as pets. 
Among the truly lovely pets are the lamb, the 

, calf, the colt, the dear little chicks, and the 
darling birds, though but little can be done 
with the birds in the way of making pets of 
them, for it is both cruel and wicked to ever 
imprison those dear little darlings, the birds. 
Their home is in the field and forest, and 
should never be in a cage. 

First, look at the lovely, innocent lamb ! 
What a dear, harmless look the lamb has 
that draws out every feeling of love and 
tenderness as you look into the lovely face. 
And what a warm, soft coat soon grows on 
the back of these dear creatures, the lambs, 
which I hope every child loves. 

And next the '*bossy," the pretty calf. 
How nice for the boys and girls to fondle and 
caress is a nice sleek calf, glossy and soft, al- 
most,as silk. Look into the full, intelligent 
‘eye! Whata noble specimen of the animal 

‘creation! Children should delight to play 
‘with, fondle, and feed these dear animals. 
By kindness and caressing them these attrac- 
tiv young creatures can soon be made to feel 
you are their friend. When you go to their 
pens take something in your hands—a piece 
of bread, oats, or a potato—and they will 
soon become attached to you. 

And the splendid colt. What a noble 
specimen of the animal creation is the colt! 
It can hardly be fondled as can the lamb and 
calf, but a colt is an animal to be admired by 
all Jovers of a noble horse. The horse is the 
most intelligent of the domestic animals, and 
the most abused, because the fleetest. By 
training he will perform wonders. 

Next, and in some respects the most in- 

teresting of all the pets for children, are the 
dear little chickens. See that flock of a 
' d zen or more! Hear their sweet music and 
conversation! Yes, they can falk so that 
their fond mother can understand them. 
See how quick after they are out of their 
shells they will begin to scratch. Nature has 
provided them with the means to get their 
food while they are young by the help of 
their mother. See and hear them tease the 
, old hen to hover them, so they may get 
warm. Throw down some crumbs, and see 
, them start with -it; or, if it is a worm, start 
and run by themselvs. Who does not love a 
` dear little chick? And how busy they are 
all day to get their food, eating lots of 
worms ! : 

But there are other animals Iam pained to 
see children make pets of. I mean cats and 
dogs. All the others1 hav told you of are 
very useful, lovely, and attractiv, but cats 
and dogs are not useful, and should never be 
made pets of. Cats are treacherous creatures. 
They destroy a great many dear, lovely 
birds, which are so useful to destroy bugs 
and worms. But cats are of no sort of ure 
whatever, and decidedly unhealthy for chil- 
dren to play with. If these worthless crea- 

: tures must be kept, they should always be in 
outhouses, but in the room with the fumily, 
never. 

When the world becomes truly civilized, 
cats and dogs will disappear. Dogs, which 
are a decided nuisance, are the meanest and 
most worthless animals on the fuce of the 
earth. They cost millions of days’ work of 
poor people to feed them, and they destroy 
hundreds of thousands of dollars’ worth of 
valuable sheep every year. 

Children, never make a pet of a cat or a 
dog, and never fondle them, for they are un- 
healthy, and their society is demoralizing. 

With an earnest desire to elevate the race, 
which can only be done by beginning with 
the children, do I send these loving lines to 
the Children’s Corner. : 


Your friend, 
Newport, Me. 


[Very few will agree with the views ex. 
pressed above in regard to cats and dogs. 
Their keen instincts aud intelligence, erpe- 
cially that of the dog, will long render these 


SEWARD MITOBELL. 


` $ The shoots or twigs of any tree. 


creatures favorits with men, women, and | see it. My father, mother, two sisters, and 


children.—Ep. C. C.] 


Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—LETTER REBUS. ] 
101 For grafting, here, in rebus, see 


BAKER. 


2.—REBUS. 


Twelve names of fiction. 
3.—WORDS WITHIN WORDS. 
1. From contrary take at small seed, and 
leave canceled. : 
2. From musical wind instrument take an 
animal of burden, and leave a gift. 
8. From a small fresh-water fish take a 
house, and leave to cut down. 
4. From a kind of coarse brown paper take 
a soft food and leave a kind of flower-bud. 
5. From a small European bird take% res- 
inous substance and leave a kind of bandage. 
6. From a detached bastion take an instru- 
ment for catching fish and leave a stringed 
instrument of music. : 
WARREN B. OROHAED. 


4.—REBUS. 


What we all know. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN’S CORNER, 
FEB. 12, 1887. 
1.-Chinolites. 2.-Set not your candle un- 
der a bushel, but on a candlestick. 3.-Snakes 
shed their grosser skins. ; : 
———_$_—_2-¢- 


Correspondence. 


Roonzrrz, ILL., Feb. 6, 1887. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write you a letter. I will be nine years old 
in a few days. I go tothe public school, and 
&m.in the second room, B class. Papa has 
taken THE TRUTH BERKER ever since I can 
remember, and we all hav to laugh at the 
pictures. 1] hav two cats, and one of them is 

black, and the other is black-and-white. 

I guess I hav written enough for this time. 

ver your friend, Sipney HOADLEY. 


Sanp Lake, Mion., Feb. 7, 1887. 

Dear Miss WixoN: This is my second 
letter to the Corner. I take pleasure in read- 
ing the letters in the Children’s Corner. 1 
received frum J. Hacker his lecture. It is 
good. I would advise every young Free- 
thinker to send. forit. The Methodists are 
holding revival meetings here. They hav 
been in progress ten days; hav not got any 
converts yet; don’t think they will My 
father and myself went to the meeting last 
evening The preacher did nothing but 
abuse Infidels. Father says the church is in 
its dying agony, and that is the cause of the 
preacher's wrath. i 

lam glad that my parents are Freethinkers. 
They never allowed any one to tell me any 
ghost stories or any yarns about the black 
man. Iam not afraid of ghosts. Iam not 
afraid in the dark. Some of my Christian 
neighbors’ boys dare not step out in the dark 
for fear the black man will get them. 

Yours, JAME» J. BERRIDGE. 


GrovoEsTER, Feb. 8, 1887. 

Dear Mies Wixow: I hav seen so many 
children of my age writing to you and the 
Corner, 1 thought I would. 1 am twelve 
years old. My grandma has taken TRE 
Turn SEEKEE for a long time, and ever since 
the children hav been writing to you she 
has wanted me to write to you, and so has 
my father, but he does not know I am go- 
ingto. "This is going to be known to no one 
except my grandma and myself until they 


four brothers, hav gone to-Fernandina. Flor- 
ida. Father has gone to keep a hotel called 
the Egmont. In the summer he keeps a hotel 
here. and that is called the Pavilion. I do not 
go with my father and the reet. but stay at 
home to go to school, because I do not like to 
stay in a class but one year. My studies con- 
siet of arithmetic, grammar, spelling, geog- 
raphy. reading, writing, and besides these T 
hav singing and drawing. I hope you will 
think this worth printing, because my grand- 
ma wishes to see my first letter in print. and 
I know my father will. This is all for my 
first time. Ever your true friend, 
Lexa R. Davis. 
Carisrtoea, Car., Feb. 6, 287. 

Dzar Miss Wixon:. Allow me a little 
space in the Corner to inform our young 
friends, Walter Penfield, and such others as 
may care to know. that our dear boy did not 
recover— Ralph Ellsworth Wes bright is dead. 
He suffered a long time. His vitality was 
very great. His ailing was of a cerebral nat- 
ure— hat is, located in the lower back brain. 
He got a bard blow from a bat on the lower 
back part of his head while playing ball at 
school. and also fell several times, striking on 
his head and shoulders—the last fadl -being 
the hardest. From that time until his death 
he saw but few well days. We loved him. 
Of course we miss him. He was couscious 
to within a few hours of .his death. He had 
no fear of death or a hell. A minister called 
to see him, but Ralph declined to see or hear 
him. Slowly but surely the end came, and 
he has gone. f 

I did not want to write this sorrowful newa 
for the Corner, and might hav kept our loss 
to ourselvs. but for the sympathy expressed 
by our little friend, but, if we look at life 
aod death from a natural standpoint, we 
need not distress ourselvs overmuch. It can 
do no good to the dead whom we loved. and 
it may do harm to the living. Freethinkers 
and their children ought to be~more easily 
comforted than those who fear future punish- 
ment. We should study nature, ourselvs be- 
ing a part of it, and accept the inevitable 
when brought face to face with it with as 
much reason as possible. 

We are but a part of the great universe 
We cannot control it, nor do we know of any 
individual power that can. We need not 
scare ourselvs with some ideal monster, nor 
flatter ourselvs with an impossible heaven. 
If our Children can free their minds from 
these useless thoughts; they can devote that 
time to something useful, practical. Sup- 
pose, for instance, that we get a good knowl- 
edge of the world we liv in, learn how to 
make ourselvs comfortable and happy, not 
by taking advantage of or wronging others, 
but in some way that the world will be better 
for our having lived a while in it, teach by 
attraction as much as we can. etc. But I 
must stop here. Yours until next time, 

; Unorz JONN. 

[We sympathize with our friends in the 
loss of little Ralph. The children of our Cor- 
ner are bright jewels, and we cannot part 
with one without sorrow. We can be glad 
that we had the light of his countenance and 
the joy of his presence for a little while, and 
the memory of his sweet, short life will 
always bea pleasure torecall. He is now be- 
yond all pain and suffering, all sadness and 
sorrow. Let us think of bis life as a pure, 
bright star, pointing ever to high and noble 
endeavors, to greater usefulness and worth to 
our fellow-creatures.—Ep. C. C.] 


Science Column. 


Our Katy-Did. 
She did! She did! She did! 
Katy did! Katy did! Katy did! 

That is the song Katy did sing all night 
long to its mate. You hav heard it, of course 
you hav, many & time. But did you ever see 
the singer? : 

Yes; well, then, you know he is only a 
kind of grasshopper. His color is a lovely 
green, with wings and wing-covers of a dark- 
er shade. 

It is not the female grasshoppers that do 
the singing, but the males, and what they say 
sounds like * Katy did." ^ Nobody knows 
what she did but the one who keeps the same 
old plaint going from the setting till the ris- 
ing sun. 

The Katy-did grasshopper is an insect. 
How do we know that? Because he hus six 
feet and rings on his body, as all insects hav. 
He belongs to ihe class called annulates, 
meaning rings, and is in three distinct parts. 

Grasshoppers’ babies are born without 
wings, and they pass through six changes be- 
fore coming to be full-grown, perfect grass- 
hoppers. 

Katy-did’s wing-covers are longer than the 
wings, and inclose the body like a pea-pod. 

I suppose you think he says “° Katy did” 


| with his mouth, as you would say it, don't 


you? i j 
Not at all, Thesound, which is really and 
only a call to his mate, is made by the strik- 


ing of the little taborets, or tiny drums, in the 
triangular part of the wing-coverings that 
overlap each other. and then, as the air eg. 
capes from the sacs of the body, when they 


‘are struck, snap. whack. it reverberates, and 


makes the sound of, '' Katy did—she did! 
she did!” Itcan be heard a long distance. 
The Indians call these insects grasshopper- 
birds. They get quantities of them and grind 
them into flour, and make cakes of them to 
eat. They regard Katy-did cakes as a very 
fine dich. The Katy-did is more common jn 
the West than in the Atlantic and Southern 


States. 8. H.W. . 
O. W. Holmes has sung, as below, of the 
Katy-did : 


I love to hear thine earnest voice, 
Wherever thou art hid, 

Thou testy little dogmatist, 
Thou pretty Katy-did f 

Thou mindest me of geutle folks— 
Old gentle folks are they— 

Thou say st an undisputed thing 
In such a solemn wey, 


Thou art a female Katy-did ! * 
I kvow it by the trill 
That quivers through thy piercing notes, 
So petulant and shrill. 
I think there is a knot of you 
Beneath the hollow tree— 
A knot of spinster Katy-dids—, 
Do Katy-dids drink tea? 


Oh, tell me where did Katy liv, 
And what did Katy du? 

And was she very fair and young, 
And yet 80 wicked, too? 

Dic Katy lovea nanghty man, 
Or kiss more checks than one? 

Iwarrant Katy did no more. 
Than many a Kate has done. 


Dear me! I'll tell yon all about 
My fuss with little Jane; 

And Ann, with whom I used to walk 
So often down the lane; 

And all that tore their locks of black, 
Or wet their eyes of bine— 

Pray tell me, sweetest Katy-did, 
What did poor Katy do? 


Ah no! the living oak shall crash, 
That stood for ages still ; ' 
The rocks shail rend its mossy base, 
And thunder down the hill, 
Before the little Kary-did 
Rhall add one word, to tell 
The mystic story of the maid 
Whose name she kuows 80 well. 


Peace to the ever-murmiuring race! 
And when the latest one 

Shall fold in death her feeble wings 
Beneath the autumn sun, 

Then shall she rarse her fainting voice 
And litt her drooping lid, 

And then the child of future years 
Shall hear what Katy did. 


* This is a mistake, as the female Katy-dids do 
not sing. : ] 


Qursti ws: What is a Katy-did ? How do you 
know 1tis an insect? To what order or class does 
1t belong? Why called annulate ? How are grats- 
hoppers’ babies born? How many changes before 
they are pert ct insects ? How is she sulud * Katy- 

id’ made by the insect? Wvat do the Indians 
call these insects? What do they do with them? 
Who ean repeat the poem? 
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fully luspected befure seudings warrauted for one 
year, aud sent pr sped i£ on une of. American Ex, - 
Office. Bundries: Best rolled gold plated chaus 
wud charms fur ladies Or getts, $2. $3, 24, 15, usuul- 

ly sold for 33 34) f5 to 37. Jeweiry, lalest stiles, 
fuli nue, 35 pr cent. beiow regular prices. Best 
rpectacles in the world, $1. Genuin pebbles, $2. 

nt prepaid in case. Eye-glanses, eame prive. 
Wend Lue of finest princ you can read distinctly 
Without glasses and stale bow many inebes fiom 
eyes, aud L can suit you first tame.) Good razor, 
$1. B st in the world—a luxary—s2. Extra tine 
SwurOpe, 60 cents. Set. best violin strings, 50 cena. 
For guiar, 75 cents. 8 Luawig haiimnonbicas, 50 
cents. Best achiumatic opera glasses. $4. 15 1 1n 
Pearl, #8 to $13. 
ual service, 212. 
$1. Jewels, $1. 
dry me. 


Lige field giasnes, 18, +10. Big- 
Watebes cleaned. $1. Springs, 
Aud returned free, Best work. 
OTIO WETIBSBLIEIN, 

R chelle, Til. 
Designer and patentee of New Freertouktt Badge 
m pius and. charwn, 2 sizes solid. goid, enameled 
iu 4 colors, and mo-t beaunful vadge ever de- 
sixved. Sail, $2, $2.75) 1850. Latge, $8 10 $5; 
with genuini diauiond, 8. 310 ; aud cuaruis up to 
$15. Demand daily increasing. Agents gruted. 


THE BIBLE AND DARWINISM. 
Bx Anrnüun B. Moss. 


Six smartly wntten essays. Price 95 cents. 


The Freethinker says: “ Mr. Mons is an indefat- 
igable pamphileteer. His jient pubheation eem- 
Dares the Bibie with selence aud ety ws their iue 
compatibility, aud bow the stupendous vertes of 
ature transceud the myths aud fables of the rev- 
elation of the Jews.” — - 


Also by the same author, 
BIBLE ERRORS AND SECULAR TRUTH, 


Price 30 cente. 
Address Tug TRUTH Srexer Company. 


BLASPHEMY 


—AND— 


THE BIBLE. 


BY 0. B. REYNOLDS. 


Showing that the Bible and the believers in 
are the real blasphemers, and not the Secn 
larists. 

This is the pamphlet for the distribution 
which Mr. Reynolds is now indicted. and to kn 


TRIED FOR BLASPHEMY 


May 84. 
Price, 10 Cents: 6 for 50 cents; 13 for $1. . 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER co. 


S. P. Putnam's Works 


The Problem of the Universe, and 


Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
niversology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri 
can Story. Price, cloth. $1.00: paper, 50 cts. 
** À prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and Feasts power; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day."—Jo/^n 
Swinton’s Paper. 

Golden Throne, a Romance. “The 
author certainly, has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. The book ıs filled witk 
manly th houghts. SEDE essed in manly words— 
the transcript of a manly mind. _ Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ ”—INGERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer. wherein itii 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 

Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 


with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured ferth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty. ”—Dr. Henny W. BELLows. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 
Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 

Why Don't He Lend a Hand, and 
other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 

Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 


version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the muti'ated 
copy the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 


er all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland. Editora: J. M. Pryse and J. 
M. Burgler. Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colomzation enter- 

rise. the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and general: 

the practical solution of the problem of Integra 
Qo-o; ration. Price, $1 & year; 50 cents for siz 
months; 95 cents for three months 
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Communication. | 


*Shakspere? was Francis Bacon. 
From the Phonographic World. 

We hav just received from the hands of the 
author, William Henry Burr, of Washington, 
D. C., one of the oldest stenographers in this 
country, & most remarkable work (issued 


. 1886), entitled ** Proof that Shakspere Could 


‘favor from the court; 


ing at court, which scarcely permitted his 


Not Write," and setting forth the fact that 
the great poet was no other than Lord Francis 
Bacon, the famous English philosopher. 

With the name of William Henry Burr, the 
older generation of phonographers are all 
familiar, though a short sketch concerning 
him will undoubtedly be of interest to our 
younger writers. Regarding him, Mrs. E. B. 
Burnz, answering our query, writes in a re- 
cent letter : 

From what I can learn, William Henry Burr is 
about sixty-five years old. He is one of the oldest 
phonographic reporters in the country. He was 
one of the corps of phonographic reporters—the 
first formed in the United States—that went with 
Henry M. Parkhurst, in 1848, to report officially 
for the United States Senate. After afew years 
he took up miscellaneous, independent reporting, 
then returned to Washington, and was for several 
years an official reporter in the House of Repre- 
sentativs. Bv judicious investment he acquired 
considerable property, and has been for a number 
of years retired from reportorial business. 


Upon receipt of the book, we addressed a 


` letter to Mr. Burr, to which we received a 


very courteous reply, from which .we clip as 
follows : 

Since the publication of my pamphlet, I hav 
learned that one W. H. Smith,of London, has 
maintained for twenty years, or more, that Shaks- 
pere could neither write nor read. The conviction 
that he could not write came to me the moment I 
saw the engraved sac similes of those five auto- 
graphs in Drake's "Shakspere and His Times." 
That was on the 16th of January, 1884. 

We produce Mr. Burr's own autograph in 
our column, of *' Signatures," for this issue. 
Standing so prominent in the past history and 
practice of shorthand in this country, and 
now appearing as author of a work which is 
destined to overthrow the world’s most 
cherished romance of her greatest play- 
writer, will surely render him an object of 
respectful regard by every shorthand writer 


_in the universe. 


The book itself, even though its authorship 
was unknown, or not known to us a8 emanat- 
ing from the pen of a shorthand writer, is one 
of the literary curiosities of the day. The 
tale proceeds, deepening in intense interest at 
every added line, and with a constantly 
strengthening chain of evidence destroying 
all existing popular illusions concerning 
Shakspere, until it leaves us, at the close, 
with the world’s greatest idol-poet not a poet ; 
Shakspere not Shakspere. We are introduced 
to Francis Bacon, son of a lord keeper of 
England, educated at Trinity College, an 
adept in French, Italian, and Spanish, admit- 
ted. to the bar at twenty-one, and elected to 
Parliament at twenty-three—a man of genius 
and learning, in every way capable of pro- 
ducing works of the highest order, and known 
author of ‘‘Bacon’s Essays,” ranking with 
the best literature of the day. At twenty- 
nine, Bacon ‘obtained his first show. of 
he became queen’s 
counsel extraordinary, but the office was 
without emolument. At this time plays for 
the theater were written and rewritten again 
and again to meet the demand.” What more 
natural than that Bacon, with a high stand- 


fathering the part of a common play-writer, 
and yet, without income from his high posi- 
tion, should hav turned his talent to practical 
account? or that, in preference to an un- 
known nom de plume, he should rather hav 
chosen them to hav been produced by one 
known as “ William Shakspere,” who, at 
that time, was part owner of a theater in Lon. 
don? : 

We are then introduced to Shakspere, 
son of an illiterate wool-stapler, uneducated, 
a beer-tippler and poacher, married at eight- 
een to & girl of twenty-six, and absconding 
from Stratford (his birthplace) to London, 
five years later. So the author continues, 
drawing parallel the two lives by successiv 
years, and proving, beyond a doubt, that 
Shakspere was in no manner the author of 
the works which bear his name. We are 
further told that ** no handwriting of Shaks- 
pere has ever been discovered except five 
autographs. In March, 1613, when he was 
nearly forty-nine years old, he signed his 
name toa mortgage, and again to a deed rela- 
tiv to the same transaction. Three years 
later he subscribed his name to three briefs, 
or sheets of his will. The five fac-similes are 
here reproduced : 


Cg, DP fe rane 
O — S 


yj? vein - Sgu i 


fft | Sop Lp 


They are all such signatures as an illiterate | things. Till having attained to the age of six 
person, unaccustomed to write, would be | or eight years, the little child believes this to 
likely to scrawl; they are so different that | be eas ee = s pros thata 
an acquaintance with one is little help to the mind is susceptible of being trained, and if 
recognition of another. from infancy it be trained in this manner, and 

This book of fifty pages should be in the | in after-lifeit be not hypocritical, deceitful, 
hands of every lover of * Shakspere." The | and villainous, it must be because the germ 
author cites stanza after stanza, bearing | of truth and honesty was so firmly set in the 
directly upon the lives, conditions, and ex- mind from the beginning that even such false 
periences of the two men, Bacon and Shaks- 


training could not uproot it. In the United 

A ; States (Benighted States) an honest mind is a 
pere, proving his theory, which finally leaves 
the careful reader in no doubt as to the cor- 


great rarity, and is deserving of much praise. 
By such training the little children are taught 
rectness of his deductions, and supporting his 
statement that Shakspere was no other than 


how to brazenly practice the system of 
hypocrisy called Christianity. Were they not 
Francis Bacon. 
+ 


so taught from their earliest infancy, they 
The Meditations of a Truth Seeker. 


could not, without smiling in each other's 
faces, pretend to believe the horrible absurdi- 

FELLOW TRUTH SEEKERS: Some years ago, 
when my little son began to read history, I 


ties that are taught by that particular system 
took his book and interlined here and there 


of humbug. Now, young men of America, 
some paragraphs, a few of which I now lay 


those of you who are able to sit down and 
count over the ends of all your fingers, ex- 

before you for serious consideration, and I: 

hope it may not fail to meet the eyes ofa 


clusiv of your thumbs, do let me prevail upon 
you to think a little. Dare to do right; dare 
goodly number of poor deluded Christians 
or hypocrits. 


to be true to manhood; dare to think for 
. A gentleman had a little son five years old, 


yourselvs, and to ward off all sophistry, all 
false doctrins, and all that has a tendency to 
who had been taught by his parents to do 
right and shun evil; but in a thoughtless mo- 


debase the mind; and ‘‘do, for gracious sake, 
ment he. stole a half-dollar from his father. 


put down your clothes!” for the eyes of the 

world are upon you. Intelligence is one 

thing, while cultured stupidity and supersti- 

tion are quite another. A fool may be edu- 

cated to set the words of a language, or of 

s : : - several languages, up in straight harmonious 

The father whipped his hand with a little | rows according to grammatical precision and 
switch, saying to him, '* There now, my sony. 
if when you may hav grown older you steal, 
you may suffer much more than you now suf- 
fer from the effects of this little switch." An- 
other man hadalittle son, three years old, 

who had not been taught so much 8s had the 


established usage, as is the case with many of 
our would-be statesman; but by veritable in. 
other boy, and who stole from his father a five 
cent piece. His father, when he became 


telligence he must ever be recognized as a 
aware of it, was at work in his carpenter 


cultured fool, or, in vegetable parlance, as a 
cultivated weed. A mushroom, paint it in as 
shop, and was very much enraged at his little 
son; 80 much so that he caught the little 


many glowing colors as you will, can never 
hand, laid it across the chopping-block and 


be a rose; nor can & lie ever be truth, no 
matter how many gawkies may hav been in- 
chopped it off with a hatchet. He then said 
to the poor little fellow, ‘‘ Now, because you 


duced to believe it so to be. 
cry, and that you may never steal from me 


The Christian historian says: ‘‘As to the 

merits of Alexander the Great, I pretty much 
again, I'll just cut off this other hand.” And 
he drew the other hand across the block and 


agree with a certain pirate, whom the Mace- 
donian soldiers once took prisoner. Alexan- 
der demanded of this man by what right he 

chopped it off also. This was a very barbar- 

ous, fiendish deed, and no doubt shocks your 

sensibilities; but I will now tell you of a 


committed his robberies. ‘I ama robber by 
father who acted as much more fiendishly 


the same right that you are a conqueror; the 
only difference between us is that I hav but 
than this as the sun shines more brightly than 
the moon. He had two children, a daughter 


few men, and can do but little mischief, 

while yon hav a large army, and can do a 

great deal.’ It must be confessed that this is 

the chief difference between conquerors and 
and a son, who were so young that they did 
not know anything at all about right from 
wrong good from evil. In this condition of 
stupidity, in which their father had purposely 


robbers.” To which I say, when the mur- 
dering, plundering, robbing, conquesting 
left them, they, in disobedience to his order, 
not knowing that it was evil to disobey, stole 


Christian Europeans first came to America, 
they were so ignorant as to the veritable geo- 
and ate an apple, for which act of disobedi- 
ence he cast them into a lake of fire, there to 


graphical position of the country that they 
thought it to be a part of India, and therefore 
writhe and burn throughout all eternity ; and 
he did this not only to them, but also to their 


they callef the veritable Americans Indians. 
They captured these noble Americans, falsely 
called Indians, and, having robbed them of 
their wives, their children, and their land, 
sold them into abject slavery, as they did, 

innocent posterity for all coming generations. 

Oh, had this fiend but chopped off their hands 

instead! Now, I hold that a person who be- 

lieves this story to partake, in the least de- 

gree, of truth, and at the same time believes 


also, with Africans. Now, these Europeans 
and their descendants are holding the land 
that that father is a just, merciful, benignant, 
or even an honest or decent father, is utterly 


thus plundered, conquered, from the Amer- 
icans; and there is now more misery and 
suffering in America than there ever was be- 

incapable of rendering a fair and impartial 

verdict in accordance with the preponderance 

of testimony and the law; and I further hold 


fore the Europeans came to this country. 
And so it will continue till the demon, Chris- 
that he is not eapable of freely enjoying a sin- 
gle honest emotion. He and I hav very dif- 


tianity, may hav been blotted out forever. 
Christianity is an established system of hy- 
ferent notions in regards to that which con- 
stitutes veritable honesty. If the story of 


pocrisy and fraud, under which the few 
Adam and Eve, the apple, and heaven and 


sharpers, thieves, gull and fleece the very 
many gawkies. If the American descendants 
hell does not shock your sensibilities, it is be- 
cause it has been drummed into your mind 


of Europeans had been bred to veritable hon- 

esty, they would always hang their heads in 

shame when reflecting upon the fact that 
America belongs to them just as & stolen 

from infancy, and that you hav not sufficient 

capacity to think yourself out of such a ridic- 

ulous condition of mind, such a fit of drunk- 

-enness, and you believe it just as the canni- 


watch belongs to the descendants of the thief 
who stole it. But Christianity is enough to 
bal believes that itis right for him to kill and 
eat his fellow-man; and just as the Southern 


harden the cheek of anybody. 
Had it not been for Lafayette, the Amer- 
people in the United States thought it was 
right to buy and sell their own mulatto 


icans could not hav gained their independ- 
ence. Hence, he was the veritable father of 
daughters and sons, and those of their neigh- 
bors, in slavery. 


our independence. The Christians make 
light of him because he was not a Christian. 
hen on his death-bed he said, ‘‘ This life is 

You don’t know how depraved and low 
you are in the estimation of a veritable 
thinker. If there is a God, such as Dr. 


like the flame of a lamp; when the oil is out, 
the light is extinguished and all is over.” He 
Thomas Paine fancied to exist, then, surely, 
the so-called holy Bible is a terrible blag- 


was the greatest man who ever lived that had 
hemy. 


the wealth and opportunity to display verita- 
ble greatness. Had the independence of the 

The little Christian children throughout the 
United States (Benighted States) are from 


United States of America, together with re- 
their earliest infancy taught how to be liars 


ligious liberty, and especially the United 
States patent office, not been established, Eng- 
and hypocrits. Their Christian mothers teach 
them that Santa Claus comes with a sleigh 


land would hav remained in the Christian 
darkness that prevailed throughout all Europe 
prior thereto. The advancement made under 

loaded with candies and toys, and drawn by 

reindeers over the tops of houses, and that 

he comes down the chimney on Christmas 


the United States government, founded by 
eve, and fills their little stockings with good 


w Ces let 


P a (M HÀ HÀ € € MM —— 


such Infidels as were Lafayette, Thomas 
Paine, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jeffer- 
son, and others of their kind, has had the ef- 
fect to pull Europe up along with it, in con- 
sequence of which, the world has advanced 


more in one century than it had done during 


all past ages. Mormonism and Spiritualism 
are advancements, because they hav set the 
people to thinking. And thus, step by step, 
the people are elevated from the bogs, fens, 
and quegmires of Christianity. The process 
is slow, but I hope it is sure. 

Is there a God? The priest says yes. Did 
that God, almighty, make man? The 
preacher says yes. What did he make man 
for? The knave and his dupe say for God’s 
own glory. Did God make man just as he 
desired him to be made? The knave ‘and 
gawky say yes. We know that man is but a 
poor, frail creature of circumstances. All 
his physical and mental organs are developed 
according to the circumstances that hav sur- 
rounded him and his ancestors for many past 
generations. The organs of the head, such 
as amativness, combativness, caution, self- 
esteem, etc., and the consequent disposition, 
inclinations, and will of the man, are all the 
result of & chain of circumstances with which 
he has been surrounded, and over which he 
has had no control. Therefore, man is ex- 
actly what God, from the beginning, desired 
him to be, else that God is a botch, and not a 
good man-maker. If man is and always has 
been exactly what that God desired him to 
be, then that God is a fiend, else fiendishness 
is holiness. I tell you, my fellow truth- 
seekers, this god-idea is ridiculous. A mill- 
ion gods, pumping away for & million eter- 
nities, conld not create from & million tons 
of nothing a single atom of matter. I hav 
Often asked priests and preachers what my 
answer should be when asked if God is good 
and just. I hav asked them this question 
after having heard them tell me that I must 
not judge God; that no person, not even the 

ope, has a right to judge him; and they hav 
invariably told me that I should answer say- 
ing that God is good and just. I then say to 
them, Why, you hav just me that I must not 
judge him at all. Now, if I hav a right to 
judge him at all, surely I hav the right to 
render a decision that I. think coincides with 
truth and justice. Ah, Mr. Priest, I see that 
you desire only to make a good priest-paying 
dupe of me! Your argument is nothing else 
than & mere tissue of stultifying sophistry. 

If there were a God, such as the Jewish- 
Christians imagin that they are worshiping, 
and if man be permitted to exercise the facul- 
ties of reason and sound judgment, with 
which he is by nature endowed, seeing that 
all animated nature is teeming with murder, 
pain, horror, terror, and sadness, he must 
pronounce that God a fiend of utter fiendish- 
ness. The animals all murder and prey upon 
each other, and man seems to be the worst of 
them all. He does the same, and even worse. 
He preys upon the vitality, the labor, of his 
fellow-man while he is yet alive, and thus 
kills him by the inch. The rich, fiendish 
Christians and Jews hav the poor people 
chained, like Prometheus, to & rock, and 
prey upon their vitality, their labor, as the 
vultures preyed upon the vitals of Prome- 
theus, which grew again, as does the labor, 
the vitality of the poor people, keeping them 
in continual torment, serfdom ; and the rich 
are continually irritating this torment of the 
poor by flaunting in their faces the bitter sar- 
casi of fine coaches and horses, commodious © 
palaces and parlors, fine silks, satins, and 
diamonds, all of which the poor people know 
were produced by their own hard labor; and 
that they hav been cheated out of them by 
the trickery of the non-producing rich who 
hold and enjoy thein. i 

The Christian historian also says: ‘‘It has 
been affirmed that Cortez and his soldiers 
killed four millions of the Mexicans in com- 
pleting the conquest of the country. He pre- 
tended that his only object was to convert the 
people to the Christian religion. But he and 
his soldiers acted like fiends, rather than 
Christians.” To which I say they acted like 
veritable, consistent Christians, and that the 
most fiendish thing they did was to enslave 
the Mexican people to the false, fiendish, un- 
relenting system of humbug called Christian- 
ity. Hear their chief tyrant—this is what he 
said: ‘‘But those, mine enemies, which 
would not that I should reign over them, 
bring hither and slay before me” (see Luke 
| xix, 27). Oh, what a fiendish tyrant! His 
enemies are said to hav done by him as this 
shows he would hav done by them—served 
him right. 

Brain may be compared to the sensitized 
plate which the photographer places in the 
camera obscura, and which, on being ex- 
posed to the light, let in through the lense, 
receives an impression of whatever object 
may at the same time be in front of the 
lense. So, through the five channels of evi- 
dence, called the five senses, it seems to me 
that impressions are made upon the brain; 
and thus the mind, the memory, and the 
judgment called conscience are formed. If 
the impressions upon the brain be very 
slight, they vanish; and to that extent, the 
brain forgets; and the same may be said of 
those made upon the sensitized plate, as 
aforesaid. When the plate, or the brain, is 
decomposed, the impressions vanish, and thus 
endeth the spirit, or soul. 

Havana, Cuba. * Gzgozez NEwTON. 

Mrs. WiLLIE VANDERBILT wears a $180,000 
pearl necklace to the opera, Mrs. Senator 
Stanford appears at the diplomatic reception 
in Washington with $500,000 worth of jewel- 
ry on deck, Mrs. Frank Leslie startles New 
York with diamonds as big as birds’ eggs in 
her ears, and Boston givs its poor all the free 
soup they want to satisfy their hunger.—.Bos- 
| ton Herald. 
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Obituary. 


B. L. Shaw, of Saranac, Mich., on the 29th 
of December, at his home, in his 78d year, 
passed away, leaving a faithful and devoted 
wife and four amiable and intelligent daugh- 
ters to mourn the loss of a worthy husband 
and a tender and loving father. Brother 
Shaw has been one of the leading minds and 
efficient workers in the reform movements of 
- Michigan for the last twenty-five years. His 
home was the home of the weary pilgrim 
toiling in the interest of these reforms. He 
never left it doubtful as to where he stood. 
In all suitable times and places he was not 
silent as to his conviction. He was not fa- 
miliar with the term of cowardice—he was 
brave and willing that friend and foe might 
know what his views were. He never spoke 
in the terms of apology for his desertion of 
ihe old creed. He was willing to aid in every 
way possible the cause of Freethought and 
individual rights. To this end and for this 
purpose he paid out his money freely. While 
“he was thus willing to do his best in the in- 
terest of the Liberal movements in this state, 
he was at the same time a rational and devout 
Spiritualist. In the fulness of this conviction 
he lived for many years, and in the rest 
which it brings, and in the full assurance of 
its truthfulness, he died. In him the Liberal 
cause and Spiritualism hav lost one of their 
best friends. While many among us do not 
share with him in the assurance of continued 
existence, yet we are with him heartily in all 
that relates to human progress and the in- 
terest of our common humanity. We mourn 
in this, that we hav lost a co-worker. In 
silence we stand at his tomb, and bring the 
tribute of our tears. J. H. BURNHAM. 
Saginaw City, Mich., Feb. 10, 1887. 


Ingersolls Works. 


Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
* Humboldt," * Thomas Paine,” * Individual- 
ity,” and “ Heretics and Heresies.” 
The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
'". Contents: “The Ghosts,” “ Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” “ The Declaration of In- 
depen nano “About Farming in nois,” 
“The Grant Banquet,” “The Rev. Alexander 
Clark,” “Tho Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and ** A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll.” 


Ingersoll’s Tributes. 


REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: 


The Vision of War, 
Tribute to his Brother, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller's Grave. 


The price of these heretofore has been $1.00. We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

88 Clinton PL, New York. 


SOCIAL. WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Exact Ratios in Its 
Acquirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS, 


CONTENTS: Economie Schools: & brief re- 
view of their Origin and Growth; Rise and 
Growth of Capitalism; Unearned Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Social Wealth; Land Own- 
ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
the Productiv Factors; Partnership and Co-op- 
eration; Law of Coutracts; Money and Credit; 
Of Value or Economic Ratios; Taxation as a 
Remedy; Reforms, net Remedies; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conclusion. 

: Price, Cloth, $1 00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Olinton Place, New York. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America. 
BY A CAPITALIST. 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime, It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 


The Gods. 


their imperfections, and showin, 


impossible that the people should be other than 


Republic of North America, as it 
society shall be organized on the 
Rational Communism. The book 
and interestingly written. 
Paper,50c; cloth, $1. f 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 38 Clinton Place. New York. 
cloth, $1.25. 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 

. plain cloth, $1.25. z per, í A S TUDY 


What Must. We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


per, 25 cente. M 

The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper; 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY 


BY LEWIS C. JANES. 
This book treats of the natural evolution of the 


: Ohristian religion, its historical antecedents in 
Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, Palestinian Judaism and Roman Paganism ; in- 
10 cents, $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in | vestigates the history of the founder of Christian- 


large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes & grand missionary document. 

Liberals should scatter it generously. 
Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded. by 
the editor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

, Millions of these should be circulated. 
Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 

ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


the 


which hav confounded him with the mythical 


Christian dogma and ecclesiastical institutions. 


Complete references and full index. 
cloth, gilt top. Price $1.50. 


SACRED MYSTERIES 


~ Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents. AMONG THE i 
Ingersoll's Leetures Complete. Mayas and ine Quiches 11,500 
ound in one volume. To meet the demand Years Ago. 


for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on “ Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 
Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s “Tribute to 
8 Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 
“ Little Harry Miller's Grave,” that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
to any address, for 50cts, or either one for 15cts. 


Prose Poems and Selections. | This 


new book isa gem. It is a model in every re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated “Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, | 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versations of the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help 1% serve this 
urpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ac simile, has been prepared enpsoially or it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, aud 
Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 


life, prios $1.50 each, Every admirer of these 
apostles of Religious Liberty should hav them. 


Photographs of Cotonel Ingersoll. 


ORIGIN OF THE BIBLICAL MYTE 
By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. 


Ilustrated. - - - Price, $2.50. 
For Sale at this office. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


MEN or Busntzss Woo Dip’ SOMETHING BESIDES 
Maxine Money. 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS, 
. BY JAMES PARTON, 


This book contains 400 pages, plainly printed, 

treating of Tore a characters in history who hav 

helped the world; together with eight portraits. 

Mr. Parton's works need no commendation. They 
are standard. 

Price, - - - - - $125. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
32 Olinton Plaas. New York 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 


By Gro. M. Davenport. This is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 82 well-filled pages, costing only 
“a quarter," but as full of meat as an ogg. It is 
well called “ practical,” for we find nothing un- 
practical in it. Hens, ducks, fees and turkeys 
are particularly discussed and their economical 
breeding and keeping treatedof. There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, it is’ very useful addition 
the poultry literature of the day. 

TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


panel 10Xx17, $3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 
ian Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. POULTRY. 
Eanes M PER QUU EE Truth Seeker Brothers and Sisters, if you want 
SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE | fervour order, 1 bav of the Anex? stock inthe 
vat ele of Birmoutt Rock, Pekin Duet, oF Brown Lege 


horn’s eggs for hatching, and $1.00 for each addi- 


A erfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
3 i : tional setting, same order. Atso fine Plymouth 


anonymous; itis now known to be the work of 


H. Borer, one of our ablest correspondents. More | Rocks for sale cheap. Please write desires. 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. | Address, S. W. TA HTY, Mulberry, York Co., 
For sale at this office. Pennsylvania. : 4T 


bible Temperance: 


Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 


Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents. 


how it is almost 


poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remedy; the author thinks. isin communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 

| be when 
principles of 
8 vigorously 


ity in the light of the latest scientific criticism of 
New Testament; shows that the true story of 
the Man Jesus, and his genuin teachings are 
separable from the later legendary accretions 
Christ,and traces the natural development of 
820pp. 8vo, 


Sold at THE TRUTH SEEKER Office. ' 


LIQUOR DRINKING 


by the Bible, 
BY E. C. WALKER. 


This is a companion book to Remsburg's ** Bible 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
88 Clinton Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 500. 


TOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES, 


CONTENTS : 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.—Zadig ; 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princess 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowus. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas.— 
The World as it_Goes.—The Black and the White. 
—Memnom the Philosopher. Andres es Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid PA er. With 67 


engravings, Price, cloth, beveled boards, $2.00. 
Hilf calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


The Secret of the East, 
OR, ` 
The Origin of the Christian Religion 
and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Price. $1.00. For sale at this ofice. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonne 
all, Family Creeds, Day o 
Price reduced. Paper, 


author of Excter H 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. 
90 cents: cloth, $1.25. 


Exeter Hall. “ One of the most excit- 


ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughau. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works. By Freder: acdon- 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 


The Outeast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition. By 
‘Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 


, 80 cents. 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. € 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was PEU prepared to ex- 
ect to find, 1n such a marked degree, even 
rom so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethoughtranks.” Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT O. ADAMS. 


Oloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 


BOOKS FUR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. By Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. he Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children's Story-Book everissued. 66 full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heavy 
toned paper, broad margins, umingted 

covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 


Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


A pples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
e Young Folks. By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for prg masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and à 
second has been issued ata reduced, price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photogra; h of the author which adds very 

much e value of the volume. 
By 


Tie Youth's Liberal Guide. 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M. Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims atthe education of youth in the 

rinciples of Freethought, at the same time 
Phat it inculcates moral duties and human 
rights froma standpomt of pure reason and 
common sense. ddress THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 
vestigation. Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions 
with numerous references and citations, tha 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
of other propositions in the same book. Price 
96 con: 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures anë 
free discussions on religious and social questions 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truti 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates. 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write. 


The Sonnets written by Francis B t 
of Essex and his bride, AD.» 1590. "By Y cs 
Bure. Priee,25 cents. For sale at this office. 


Wu. HENRY 


is aregulariy educat 
ed and legally quali- 
fied physician, and 
the most suecessful. 
as his practice wil 
prove. Givs cheer and 
pope to the afflicted 
ysaying and provin 
that. SPERMATOR 
RH(EA and IMPO- 
TENCY as the result 
of self-abuse in youth 
and sexual excesses 
in maturer years, 
causing night emis- 
sions by dreams, loss 
of sexua) power, ren- 
dering marriage im- 
proper and appy. 
etC., can „be pone 
20.1. , Permanen 
outside application in sixty days. No aile Ta 
“Ty isone of Dr. Fellows’s valuable di 
isone of Dr. Fellows’s valuable discoveri 
which is entirely unknown to the medical profes: 
sion. Itisa medicin to be applied externally on 
the parts affected. by IS .and bandage, which 
cures by absorption, and which is the only reliable 
method «f curing Seminal Weakness and Loss of 
Sexual pie t sti for his book 
en ve 9-cent stamp: for his book “ Pri 
Counselor," telling all about the disease, matte 
external cure, with evidences of success. Address 
Dr. R. P. FELLOWS, Vineland, N. J , and 
where you saw this advertisment, 


say 


£X Dr. Fellows begs leave to state that i 
an Infidel of the most pronounced character. Ago 


A PERFECT NODE 


U 


OF ONE OF 


"SHOPPEL'S MODERN HOUSES”? No. 3. 
(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for putting them together. 

hile the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. Itis, in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 
builders. | 
55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000), 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1 New Design for a Chapel. 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 

(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 

An Article on Villa Park Associations. 

BENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE, $1. 
Address 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASSO'N. 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. e wish that the friends of Freethought would . 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION, 

From the German of MAX NORDAU. 


SEVENTH EDITION. 
A most powerfully written book.—Phtla. Recerd 
is Book is not a Book! It is a Deed and 
those who oppose it will prove that they fear it.— 
Vienna News, Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER ÇO., 
38 Clinton Pl.. New York. 


The ile Analyzed. 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 
CONTENTS: 

The Old Testament.—The New Testament.—The 
Creation.—The Deluge.—The Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles cf the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 


oe Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 
Grown octavo, 888pp. Splendidly execute ^. Sent 


by mail, post paid. » $8. 


144 


diews of the 


Meek. 


A BILL to provide the country with torpedo 
boats and floating batteries has passed the 
Senate. 


Mrs. Druss, the Herkimer county woman 
who murdered her husband and cut him up 


and cremated him, is to be hanged on the’ 


28th inst. 


THE coal handlers! strike, which was de- 
clared off last week, left a great many men 
out of work who would now be glad to go 
back at the old pay. 


"Tux Boston baseball club will giv the Chi- 
cago club $10 000 for the sake of having 
catcher Kelly plav with them. -They will 
also pay Kelly $5,000 for the season. 


Tae Law and Order Committee at Union 
City, Tenn., called out the local preacher one 
night last week and gave hima whipping. Iti 
was Charged that he had stolen a hog. 


ALDERMAN JoHN CLEARY was known among 
his associates as ‘‘ Honest John," but he is 
now on trial as a boodle alderman. Jacob 
Sharp, the briber, will be arraigned soon. 


An heir-at-law of Mrs. A. T. Stewart has 
brought suit against Stewart’s heir, Judge 
Henry Hilton, to recover several millions 
which Hilton is charged with misappropri- 
ating. 

GIBBONS, the American cardinal, is in 
Rome, and met the pope last week. He re- 
ceived a cordial welcome, and the meeting 
between the two distinguished humbugs 
lasted an hour. 


Tae Irish Revolutionary Brotherhood had 
a meeting last Sunday in this city. Captain 
O'Brien wrote from New Haven that with the 
help of God and a little dynamite he hoped to 
see Ireland one day free. 


Sam Jones, the revivalist, lectured here last 
week forthe benefit of a Methodist church. 
Jones is described as a tall, thin man, with a 
dark complexion, an artificial nasal drawl, 
and an affected bruskness. 


* Happy Bos” Van Brunt, a member of 
the Salvation Army at Elmira, N. Y., has 
just been sentenced to be hanged April 15th, 
for murdering the brother of a girl with 
whom he had been consorting. 


A TREMENDOUS wind-storm swept this sec- 
tion of the country last week Friday night, 
making great havoc with buildings, trains, 
and shipping. : At Rochester, N. Y., a bridge 
was blown down with loss of life. 


Captain Umagn, of this city, who killed 
his room-mate, cut up the body and shipped 
it to Baltimore in a trunk, has been sentenced 
to twenty years in the penitentiary. He 
saved his neck by pleading self-defense. 


Ir isreported that a prospector has just dis- 
covered some Mummies in a mountain cavern 
in Dakota. They are five in number, evi- 
dently very old, having probably been im- 
prisoned hundreds of years ago by a landslide. 


Tax funeral of Frank Rivers, the veteran 
book-seller and Freethinker, who died at Buf- 
falo on the 15th, was held in Brooklyn last 
Sunday. Cornerstone Lodge of Masons at- 
tended the funeral and held Masonic services 
at the grave. The interment was in Cypress 
Hills Cemetery. 


AT a recent meeting of the Congregational 
Club of San Francisco, it was said that in 
that city of 800,000 inhabitants the attendance 
at the Protestant churches was about 32 000, 
and at the Catholic churches about 18,000, 
making a total church attendance of about 
50.000. Probably three-fourths of the popu- 
Jation never attend church. 


Taere was a small riot at Cambridge, 
Mass., last Sunday, growing out of the street- 
car strike.. Boys and hoodlums attacked the 
non-union drivers, a crowd gathered, and 
there was a collision between the mob and 
the police. A half-dozen policemen were 
wounded. The police fired upon the mob, 
but it is not known to what extent their shots 
took effect. 


Toe New York Sun says: ‘For some 
months the Widow Richardson of Blooming- 
ton has been, apparently, & great invalid. 
Her physician advised her to hav an opera- 
tion performed, but she put him off, and the 
next day, after a season of energetic prayer 
at her bedside by members of the Sulvation 
Army, she arose from the bed, shouting, * I'm 
cured! Im cured!’ The Salvation Army 
say.that she was cured in answer to prayer; 
the doctors say that she has had nothing the 

: matter with her at all.” 
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' PRICE, 40 CENTS. 


Odds and nds. 


RUTHERFORD B. Hayes takes life easy now, and 
never gets up until * the cock hath twice done sal- 
utation to the morn.” 


AN American dentist is going to Africa to prac- 
tice his prufession. The heathen has rumed his 
teeth on tough missionaries, probably. 


Wire (enjoying her dinner): “What can be 
more delicious than a nice canvas-back?” Hus- 
band: “ A greenback, my dear, a greenback.” 


A Cn10AG0 contemporary has learned thata man 
has discovered that the buckwheat-cuke, like the 
human heart, once cold, can never be itself again. 


Ir is said that the czar gets up every morning 
with war in his heart, but after he bas had about 
four witehski cocktails, gentle peace begins to 
spread her wings. 


A RESIDENT of Stuyvesant Square says that life 
in that neighborhood would be simply gilt-edged 
in its luxury if the St. George church bells could 
only be seen, and not heard. 


A Sort, sad stir is in the air, 
Preluding gentle spring, 

When base-ball umpires nest again, 
And hens begin to sing. 


Buxmer : "Ive paid a great deal of attention to 
miud-reading. As an experiment —" Sharp old 
gentleman: “I’m something of a mind-reader 
myself. Your intentiomis to strike me for a quar- 
ter, but you won't succeed.” 


A Goop healthy mince pie for supper is cheaper 
thau gulung to the menagerie, and you know al 
about tbe animals just the rame, particularly 
When you awake In the middie of the mght tu 
shake tue baby inppoputamus off your chest. 


A CATHOLIC priest, named McGlynn, 
Did not think it a terribie synn 

‘bo take a tirm stand, 

And say; " Free m the land ;” 
But Pupe Leo replied, * It’s too thyhn.” 


Mrs. PARISHIONER: ‘‘{s it possible? And so 
your wife 18 4 deaf mute?” American minister: 
* Yes, sue was burn su.” ** How terribly she must 
feei tue afflictiun !? * On the contrary, i he 18 the 
Happlest ruuteris Wite in the country." * Iu- 
deca 1^. * Yes, she never hears a word that the 
congregauon say about her." 


'TRERE was a great Doctor McGlynn, 
Wou regarded land-owning as sn ; 
Heury George's small taper 
He thougut quite the caper, 
Anu tuund the imuilienuiuin therein, 


Oscar BALDWIN, who four years ago was sen- 
tenceu to filleen years in the state prison fur em- 
bezzlüng two hundred and fifty tnousand dollars 
of tue funds of the Mechanics’ National bank oi 
Newark, N. J., has been released on the ground 
that hn luprisunment for more than five year» 
was Mlegal. à man 1u New York was recently 
sent to jal fur ien years for stealing seven doul- 
jars and a half. If 1t suouid be decided that 
more than tive years of his sentence is sot ile- 
gal, he wil spend the remainder of his life in re- 
gretting that he didn’t embezzie two hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars, 


SrRANGER : "T'm taking subscriptions for a 
monument to Adam. Can Í put you down fo 
something ?" Boston mercbant: "Adam? I 
havn't seen his dt ath in the pap-r lately.” Stran- 
ger: * Oh, no, he died some time ago.” Boston 
merchant: * And there basn’t been a monument 
raised to him yet? Shameful! You may put m: 
down for fifty cents. What regiment was he in 
during the war?” *o 


Omama sinner: “How do you like your new 
minister?” Omaha saint ; '* Don’t like him at ali 
He is not cut out for a preacher; he ought to hav 
been a business man.” “Tharr a fault, is it?’ 
“Yes, sir. he has entirely too much business abil 
ity. Last Sunday he preached a roaring sermon 
on hypocrits, and at the close invited all hypocrit+ 
in the congregation to stand up. Of course, no 
one arose.” “I suppose not; but what of that?" 
"Why, then he followed up his advantage by 
passing the contribution-box,” 


A Kentucxian who had a claim against a rail- 
road in that state for four hundred dollars fo: 
damages in a smash-up, was recently visited by 
one of the company's lawyers, who inquired, 
* What sort of injury did you sustain?” **Nar- 
vous injury, sir.” ‘To what extent?" ‘To sich 
an extent that my old shot-gun now wobbles about 
so much that no longer ago than yesterday I shot 
at & rabbit and knocked over the best coon-dog in 
all Kentuck. I’ve riz on my claim to seven hun- 
dred dollars, and Pm goin’ to push it until some- 
body hollers for mercy." 


From a city in the Mexican state of Jalisco we 
bav received the following request: * Editor Ar- 
40naut, D ar Sir: If you hav not any inconven- 
ient, I will request you send me one exemplar of 
your accredited newspaper. If his lecture is affa- 
bility to me; Í will tell you, and then you can send 
me & subscription. Please excuse me if I am 
zrievous Your most respectfully. a” 
Phe gentleman is not at all grievous. We hav for- 
warded a copy, and trust that the lecture of the 
Arguraut will prove affabihty to him.—San Fran- 
cisco Argonaut. 

.. O BLACKSMITH ! 
O workman of the brawny arm 

Aud the bronzed brow--Uh, 84y, 
Ourvof he hissing and smitten steel, 

What dost thou make to-day ? 


Dost thou use thine art in this time of peace 
To fashion the thirsty sword 

[hat shall cleave its course without remorse 
in the battie-wrath abhorred ? 


Or dost thou forge, with force and fire, 
‘The terrible bayonet, 

That shall gleam at the front and bear the brunt 
When the serried hosts hav met? 


And the gray-haired workman paused in his task, 
His heated brow to cvol; 

He shock bis head, aud; ** Alas !” he said, 

* Pm making a shoe fur a mule.” 


HISTORY 
OF THE 
(INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
of Europe. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3. 
bi 88 Clinton Pl., New York city 


Gems of Chought. 
WHEN it is considered how religions hav been 
formulated in the past, how they hav in all cases 
been made up of pre-existing systems and tradi- 


tions, the source of the Christian religion need 
not he a matter of much doubt.—D. M. Bennett. 


MANKIND can hardly be too often reminded that 
there wax once a man named Socrates, between 
whom and the legal authorities and public opinion 
of his time there took place a memorable collision 
Born in an age and country abounding in individ- 
ual greatness, this man has been handed down to 
us by those who best knew both him and the age 
as the most virtuous man in it: while we know 
him as the head aud prototype of all subsequent 
teachers of virtue, the source equally of the lofty 
inspiration of Plato and the judicious utilitarian- 
iam of Aristotle—the two headsprings of all other 
philosophy. . Of the charges of impiety 
and immorality the tribunal, there is every reason 
for believing, honestly found him guilty. and con- _ 
demned the man who probably of all then born 
bad deserved best of mankind to be out to death 
as & crimina], —HMs Liberty. 


Nor enjoyment, and not sorrow, 
Is our destined end or way ; 
But to act. that each to-morrow 
Find us farther than to-day. 


In the world'a broad field of battle, 
In the bivouac of life, 

Be not like dumb, driven cattle— 
Be a hero in the strife ! 


Let us, then, be up and doing, 
With a heart for any fate; 
Still achieving, still pursuing, 
Learn to labor and to wait. 
—Luongfeliow's Psalm of Life. 


STRANGE enough bow creatures of the human 
kind shut their eyes to plainest facts; and by the 
mere inertia of oblivion and stupidity, liv at 
-ase in the midst of wonders and terrors. Butin- 
deed man is and was always a blockhead and dull- 
avd; much readier to feed and digest than to 
think and consider. Prejudice, which he pretends 
to hate, is his absolute law-grver: mere use.and 
vant everywhere leads him by the nose.—Carlyle’s 
sartor Resartus. 


THE solvency of great mercantil companies rests 
on the validity of the laws which hav been ascer- 
‘ained to govern the seeming irregularity of that 
human life which the moralist bewails as the most 
uncertain of things; plague, pestilence, and 
Fami are admitted by all but fools to be the nat- 
ural result of causes for the most part fully within 
auman control, and not the unavoidable tortures 
inflicted by wrathful omnipotence upon his help.’ 
less handiwoik.—Auviey. 


IT is a contradiction in terms and ideas, to call 
anything a revelation that comes to us at second 
vand, either verbally or in writing. Revelation is 
necessarily limited to the first communication— 
after this, it is only an account of something 
which that person says was a revelation made to 
him ; and though he may find himself obliged to` 
believe i*, it cannot be incumbent on me to be- 
eve it in the same manner ; for it is not a revela- 
tiun made to me, and I hav only his word for it 
that it was made to him.—Paíne's Age of Reason. 


SEEING that, by the confession of the most obsti- 
uate enemies of innovation, our race has hitherto 
been almost constantly advancing in knowledge, 
and not seeing any reason to believe that, pre- 
cisely at the point of time at which we came into 
the world. a change took place in the faculties of 
the human mind, or in the mode of discerning 
truth, we are reformers: we are on the side of 
progress. From the great advances which Eurc- 
pean society has made, during the last four cent- 
uries, in every species of knowledge. we infer, not 
that there is no more room for improvement, but 
thatin every science which deserves the name, im- 
menre improvement may be confidently expected. 
—Macaway. 

Ericurvs did not take any trouble to provide 
himself with those remedies which might hav en- 
abled him to bear tain; such as firmness of mind 
or shame of doing anything base, exercise and the 
habit of patience, precepts of courage and manly 
hardiness ; but he says that he supports himself 
on the sivgle recollection of past pleasures, as if 
anyone, when the weather was B0 hot that he was 
scarcely able to bear it, should comfort bimself by 
recollecting that he was once in my country, Ar- 
pinum, where he was surrounded on every side 
ny cooling streams: for I do not apprehend how 
past pleasures can allay present evils.—Cicero, 


Ox, who can hold a fire in bis hand, 

By thinking on the frosty Caucasus ? 

Or cloy the hungry edge of appetite, 

By bare imagination of a feast? 

Or wallow naked 1n December snow, 

By thinking on fantastic summers heat? 

Oh, no, the apprehension of the good 

Givs but tbe greater feeling to the worse : 

Fell sorrow’s tooth doth never rankle more, 

Than when it bites but Ianceth not the sore. 
—6Shakspere. 


Tmar the love of a special subject is a great spur 
to industry needs no proof, and it has never yet 
been rhown that the mind is less exercised when 
it is exercised with pleasure. Every experienced 
student knows that the great secret of study is to 
read with appetite.—Goidwin Smith. 


Gop morrow to thee: welcome : 
Thou look’st like him that knows a warlike charge: 
To business that we love, we rise by time, 
And go to't with delight. —Shakspere. 


“Arg you sure that all which you take for good 
and goaly is so in fact, my Virginia?” said Richard 
Fullerton to his daughter, holding her hand and 
looking.steadfastly in her face. * Yes, papa,” rhe 
answered, “the church is the voice of God on 
earth—oh, papa, if you would but hear it!" “I 
hear & better—the voice of science, and of that 
true humility and courage which can confess ig- 
norance yet not be disturbed. But tell me, child, 
who has got hold of you,” etc.—Jfrs. Lintons Un- 
der Which Lorat 
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dotes and Clippings. 


Ir is reported that Sam J ones received 
$19,000 for one month's work in Boston. 


CALIFORNIA has 4,000 wine-growers, and at 
least 160,000 acres are planted in vines. This 
represents an investment of $60,000,000, and 
givs employment or support to 150,000 per- 
sons. 

“ Way do the heathen rage?" asks a relig 
ious paper. If they got a larger percentage 
of the money collected for them, perhaps 
they wouldn't-rage so much. We merely 
offer this as a suggestion. 


Aut signs point to an early spring in these 
parts. Not only was the ground-hog unable 
to sea his shadow on the 2d of last month ; 
not only hav robins and. bluebirds appeared, 
but, best of all, wild geese hav begun flying 
northward. This is good news with coal at 
its present price. l 


* Tr looks as if religious reform was making 
progress when the pulpit lets go of the ballet 
and jumps on the décoletté dresses. The bal- 
let isan old institution that has never done 
any great amount of harm. But the décoletté 
style in a hard winter is most reprehensible. 
—St. Paul Globe. 


Miss Marr Surg, of West Laurens, was 
very ill, and Mrs. Edwards, who has a repu- 
tation as a faith healer, was called to pray 
over her. After the praying, Mrs. Edwards 
said that Miss Smith must go out for a ride. 
The invalid’s friends objected, but she went, 
though suffering great pain. When she re- 
turned, she went back to her bed, and not 
long afterward died. 


Scene outside the gates of the New Jerusalem. (Inside next week.) 


A Georgia negro went to a lawyer the 
other day, much disturbed in bis mind be- 
cause some white men had told him that he 
had not been legally baptized. The day of 


the ceremony was very cold, he said, and the 
preacher, who was not well, stood on the 
bank of the stream and repeated the words 


of the ceremony, while two deacons dipped 
the convert. This baptizing by deputy gave 


rise to the question of the validity of the 


ordinance, and he wanted legal advice. 


Miss Kare RaPr, a young lady from Mill- 


wood, while visiting at the residence of Mrs. 


Terry, has experienced religion and was bap- 
tized at the Baptist church on Thursday 
night, February 3d. She was accompanied 
by Mrs. Ida Ryan, formerly Miss: Ida Terry, 
and. a number of the other young ladies. 
She was dressed in a white robe which made 
her appear very elegant. She was so over- 


joyed with happiness that she assended the 


long flight of stairs with a light heart and 
walked bravely into the pool and the follow- 
ing hymn was sang: ‘‘Come to Jesus."— 
Leavenworth Times. i 


A. REOENT number of the Berlin Nation has 
a story illustrating the truth that the clergy 
are always on the side of tbe wealthy and 
strong. For several years after 1730 in Ger- 
many there were very good harvests, and very 
low prices for produce. Under these circum- 
stances, many of the landed proprietors be- 
gan to be annoyed and felt that they were 
damaged by the prayers offered up in church 
every Sunday for.abundance, and they asked 
the priests and pastors to pray for short 
crops, which the clergy refused to do on the 
ground that it would be uncbristian. The 
question was referred to the chancellor of the 


University of Halle, and he gave, in 1734, ap in 


opinion in favor of the landholders, which is 
to be found in vol. i, p. 978, of his great 
work, ‘‘Gelehrte Anzeigen." 


Tye woman suffrage law which has been in 
force in Washington territory for three years 
no longer exists. By the decision of the su- 
preme court, the suffrage is restricted to men. 
It is certain, however, that a vigorous effort 
will be made to secure a re-enactment of the 
law at the next session of the legislature. 
The defect, because of which it has been de- 
clared invalid, can easily be remedied, and as 
soon as the legislature assembles it wil] find 
itself besieged by the suffragists.—Seattle 
Intelligencer. 


AxorHER thing of good augury that the 
German election shows is the manly way in 
which a great body of the Catholic electors 
hav resented the interference of Rome. The 
more these German Catholics reflect upon the 
manner in which the papal authorities hav 
endeavored to sell them out to their perse- 
cutor, the man of blood and iron, in return 
for his proposed “mediation ” in Italy, the 
clearer are they likely to see the danger of 
permitting foreign ecclesiastical interference 
in politics.— The Standard. 


PRorEsSIONAL humorists:may be interested 
in these two jokes: “Mrs. W., walking on 
one of the wharves at New York, jocosely 
asked a sailor why a ship was always called 
she. ‘Oh,’ said the son of Neptune, * þe- 
cause the rigging costs more than the hull?” 
** A preacher who kept a huckster’s shop was 
heard one day to say to his shopman: ‘ John, 
hav you watered the rum?” ‘ Yes.’ ‘Hav you 
sanded the brown sugar?’ ‘ Yes. ‘Hav you 
wetted the tobacco? ‘Yes.’ ‘Then come 


to prayers." The first was published in 
the ‘Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode 
Island, New Hampshire, and Vermont Al- 
manack ” in 1799, and the second in ‘‘ Benja- 
min West's Rhode Island Almanac,” of 1805. 


Jum Sevens, colored, was hanged at 
Princess Anne, Md., last week Friday, for an 
outrageous assault upon & white woman 80 
years old. The account of the hanging states 
that he was engaged in silent prayer when 
the drop fell. His “ spiritual ‘adviser " said: 
“ Into God's gracious mercy and protection 
we commit thee, the Lord bless and keep 
thee; make his face to shine upon thee and 
be gracious unto thee, lift up his countenance 
upon thee and giv thee peace now and for- 
ever.” 


EvipeNTLY Henry George's dislike of Arch- 
bishop Corrigan is opening his eyes to the 
political machinations of the Roman Catholic 
church. He says: ‘If there is a conspiracy 
to defeat the will of the people in the matter 
of a constitutional convention, there is every 
probability that, besides the corporations, 
there is in it the fine Roman hand of Arch- 
bishop Corrigan, and it may be that it is his 
influence with the managers of the corrupt 
democratic rings to which the inception of 
this bold attempt is due. That he did 
secretly exert himself to defeat at the polls 
the call for the convention we hav several 
times specifically charged, and this he has 
not ventured authoritativly to deny. It would 
be quite consistent with the character of the 
man and the methods of the school of clerical 
politicians to which he belongs that, having 
failed to defeat the constitutional convention 
before the people, he should now be schem 
ing to defeat it in the legislature.” 
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GCemmnnications. 


Christian Absurdities. 


~ Büddha was another known to-have been crucified: 
some six hundred years before Christ. He left para- 
dise, and came down to earth, that he might take 
upon himself the sins of the world and relieve man- 
kind of their suffering. His mother was a pure 
virgin, and was regarded as the queen of heaven. 

His religion-was of a very superior order. He 
taught the brotherhood of man and the equality of 
the human race. All mankind, according to his 
doctrine, formed one great family. Therefore he 
taught love, forbearance, patience, compassion, pity, 
and charity. 

On account of his teachings and wonderful miracles 
it was declared that he was no mortal child, but an 
incarnation of deity. It is claimed that his moral 
code is the most perfect in the world. About one- 
third of the human family are converts to his religion. 
Thus the Christian may see that his savior has not 
the poor recommendation of being second-hand. If 
the Christian could see the worshipers of all the dif- 
ferent systems of religion engaged in worship, he 
might be led to ask himself, “ Which of all these dif- 
ferent systems of religion is most acceptable to 
God?” or, if mankind is benefited by all this holy 
nonsense; or, if God would suffer any great incon- 
venience if this pious mumble should cease alto- 
gother. 

Draper says, “It was not the importation of Greek 
skepticism which made Rome skeptical, but the ex- 
cess of religion itself which sapped the foundation of 
its faith” ` 


If the Christian could see all the bibles which have. 


been written; could he know about all the saviors 
that have been crucified; could he see the adherents 
of all these various systems of religion engaged in 
worship—if not insane, he would see how silly these 
forms and ceremonies are. But I contend that Chris- 
tianity tends to produce insanity. 

When scientists, without an exception, teach that 
matter is indestructible, therefore without end, and 
that what cannot be destroyed cannot be created, 
and the Christian admits the soundness of the teach- 
ing and yet pretends to believe a book which says 
the whole universe was created in six days out of 
nothing, and gives as a reason that he “believes it 
because he can neither understand nor explain it,” 
does he talk like & sane man? Would not such 
declarations be taken as evidence of insanity before 
any court? à 

‘When the Christian is told about the miracles of 
Simon Magus, Apollonius, Christna, Buddha, and 
many others—that the truth of these miracles rests 
upon as sound a historical basis as those of Jesus 
Christ—and he rejects all the evidence, but believes 
in the miracles of Christ, when he has no means of 
knowing who recorded them, is he under the sway of 
reason ? 

When a man declares that he believes that a father 
and son ean be born at the same time, is it not safe 
to say that his mind is unbalanced ? 

‘When a man ignores the relations of numbers, and 
sets at defiance the -plainest and simplest principles 


of arithmetic, he cannot be pronounced a man of, 


sound mind. Now, I propose to test the Christian's 
sanity by putting his belief in regard to the trinity in 
arithmetical form : . 

1+1=3; 3=1; 1=3; 3—1=3; 3—2=3. Can 
figures be so placed as to involve a greater absurdity? 
And yet these figures express just what the Christian 
believes in regard to his God. I say the Christian is 
a lunatic! 

If there is any new discovery in the field of 
science, the Christian immediately looks through the 
book of Genesis to find out if there is any heresy in- 
volved in it. If the new truth does not correspond 
. with the statements in Genesis, then the Christian's 
pipe is out. The Copernican theory, the discovery 
of America, the facts of geology, and many other 
facts of science have been met by the Christian with 
his book of Genesis, and every time he has been 
driven to the wall. And yet, at every new discovery, 
he renews the fight with about as much consistency 
as a mad mule. All the facts of science may be sunk 
in the ignorance of barbarism, but to the Christian 
the snake story and the rib story and the six days 
of creation are of far greater importance. He is 
afraid that his Great Spontagligasticus will get mad 
at him if he does not on every occasion slap science 
in the face with these Munchausenisms. 

If God wrote the book of Genesis, it shows plain 
enough that science is not his stronghold. The 
country of the Nile has been known for thousands of 
years. The soil, brought down by the current each 
year, causes the bed of the river slowly to rise; and 
every year more of this soil is deposited inland. The 
ruins of a city, once beyond the reach of this deposit, 
are now covered with mud. By measuring the depths 
of these deposits from year to year, and then measur- 
ing the aggregate depth, and by other very accurate 
experiments, scientists have ascertained, not the 
exact age of the world, but that the river Nile flowed 


just where. it does now, thousands of years before 


the creation:as laid: down in Genesis, showing: that. 


the evidence was not all in when the Mosaic account 
was written. . mt e 

There is the most undoubted evidence that there 
hav been great changes'in both the animal and vege- 
table kingdoms. Remains of the most gigantic mam- 
mals 4nd themost prodigious plants have been found. 


These have passed away and others have taken their 
Ages were required for the.growth and de- 
And yet one 
change has sueceeded another, each change requir- 
ing & period of years which makes us dizzy to think 
of—all going to show that the author of Genesis 
had been off on a lark, and had not entirely sobered 


places. for tl 
velopment of these animals and plants. 


up when the account was written. 

But all this weighs nothing with the Christian. 
He reads in Genesis, “In six days God éreated the 
heaven and the earth,” and exclaims, “ Let God be true 
and every man a liar!” When these facts in regard 
to geological changes were first promulgated, the 
Christian claimed that no such changes (as above de- 
scribed) had ever taken place during the history of 
man, therefore the animals and plants were brought 
into existence by a direct act of creation. But 


science answered, * Neither has man witnessed a di- 


rect act of creation,” and that the “natural or sponta- 
neous growth of animals and plants was far more 
reasonable than that they were produced by a sudden 


act of creation out of nothing and without a pro- 


genitor.” 

Moreover, there are stars so far removed from the 
earth that it takes light millions of years to traverse 
the intervening space. The most powerful telescopes 
reveal such stars to human vision. Where were 
those stars when God “created the heaven and the 
earth ” about six.thousand. years ago? How do the 
pious sticklebacks meet these hard facts of.science? 
“Man ean be mistaken, but God is perfect.” When 
a man denies the relation of numbers, when he ig- 
nores the facts of history, when a man denies the 
demonstrations of science, itis safe to say he is not of 
sound mind. The fact cannot be doubted that 
sincere Christians are lunatics, and ecclesiastics are 
mainly responsible. This state of lunacy gives them 
lives of ease and keeps them fat and sleek. 

The truth is, the scheme of redemption without the 
fall of man is like a bird With one wing; take away 
the “six days of creation” and you might as well 
pull out the tail-feathers, for the snake story is not 
worth a cent; if you damage the snake story, you 
might as well cut off the head of the bird entirely. 
It is all linked together and must all be gulped down 
together. Well, the Christian is a man of “un- 
bounded stomach.” He has faith to believe that the 
whale swallowed Jonah, and with a little more faith 
he will.soon be able to swallow the whale. 

When the evidence is all in it will be found that 
man did not commence his career in a garden in a 
state of innocence. The first signs which have been 
found of man show him to have been a savage. He 
probably roamed at large without any permanent 
home or habitation. 
bank, or a cave, was his only shelter. His body was 
nearly covered with hair, and his first attempt at a 
* fig-leaf" was probably a patch of hide from some 
animal which he could kill. His food was wild fruits, 
roots, grubs, bugs, and snails. His weapons were 
mainly such as nature afforded him—his fists, rough 
stones, and perhaps such clubs as he could break 
from the limbs of trees. 

The career of man can be traced with a good de- 
gree of accuracy from the age of the rough-chipped 
flint up through the age of polished stone, and 
through the age of bone and horn, to the bronze age. 
Through all these steps of progress the course of 
man can be traced, but the steps have been so slow 
that millions of years intervened while each step was 
being taken. ° 

It is well known from fossil remains that there 
were plants before animals—shells, reptiles, and 
fishes before mammals. Although the length of the 
period required to produce * its kind." cannot be ae- 
curately ascertained, yet one period is never mis- 
taken for another. 

The implements found with the remains of man 
afford a history of his advancement which can be 
traced almost as unerringly as American history. 

Rude stone hammers show when man had pro- 
gressed far enough to have mechanical operations 
which required pounding or driving. Stone axes 
and knives show when he had something to split, 
hew, or cut. The arrow-head shows the invention 
of the bow, scraping and skinning knives show the 
tanning of hides, and rude bodkins and needles 
show when the manufacture of garments com- 
menced. 

Thus, briefly, the progress of man is traced from 
the savage state up to the historic age, and shows 
that the old story of the creation and the fall of man, 
as recorded in the book of Genesis, instead of being 
the word of God, is not worth a beggar’s notice. 

There never has been a time when man was pure, 
innocent, and happy. It has been taught that the 
fall brought sin into the world. Sin was .never 
brought into the world by eating an apple. Sin is 


A hollow. tree, a hole dug in a | 


the child of ignorance, and will only be banished 
from the world when ignorance is banished. Intel- 
ligence is the parent of pure thoughts and noble 
deeds. It is insanity to teach that sin brought 
death into the. world. It has ‘been observed 
that throughout all time, and throughout the vast 
field of nature, there is a building up and pulling 
down—evening and morning, life and death. Wher- 
ever there is life there is death. It is as natural to 
die as it is to be born. There will be the same hap- 
penings after death that there were before birth. 
We were unconscious before birth, we shall be un- 
conscious after death. li 

Nearly all astute thinkers regard death as a nat- 
ural law, applicable to man as well as to animals and 
plants. Did the eating of an apple cause the death 
of animals and plants, known to have existed millions 
of years before the advent of man, or is death a uni- 
versal law ? 

‘Moreover, if Christian teaching is true, if man had 
not partaken of the forbidden fruit, he would have 
lived forever. If he had been chopped into a mince- 
meat it would not have killed him. Even if he had 
been devoured by a tiger, somehow he would have 
kept right on living. A bolt of lightning would not 
have affected him any more than a puff of smoke. 

Such monstrous absurdities man has believed for 
thousands of years, because he has been taught by a 
designing priesthood to put his faith in an old. book 
which they claim was written by the finger of God. 
The further this subject is pursued, the more the 
signs of insanity increase. I assert, without equivo- 
cation, that all sincere Christians are crazy. Where 
there is a lack of sincerity on the part of professed 
Christians, there must be a corresponding lack of 
honesty. i 

The Christian seems to regard those who do not 
believe in such things with an eye of pity. He will 
tell you that you were born in sin; that thagpiritual 
light has not yet dawned upon you; thát-you.see 
with the “natural” eye, while he sees with'a “ spirit- 
ual" eye, and that that makes a difference which you; 
in your benighted condition, cannot understand ; that 
the “ mystery of godliness” is very great, which none 
ean understand but those who have received light 
from on high; that some day the “ scales” will drop 
from your eyes, and then the light will be revealed to 
you as it is in Christ Jesus. The most ignorant 
Christian will confront the most astute scientist with 
such pious palaver. The less he knows the better 
Christian he is. The better Christian he is, the less 
he is aware of his insanity. The more you try to 


‘convince him of his insanity, the more you are in 


danger of hell. Every test which can be applied to 
a Christian shows him to be insane. When one be- 
lieves that a man can die and come to life again, that 
he can vanish and appear at pleasure, that men can 
come to life even after they are dead and stink, that 
the air is full of ghosts and demons, that a man’ can 
live in the belly of a fish, that snakes can talk, that a 


man can control the motion of the planets; that he 


can be taken up away from the earth bodily, that a 
child can be as old as his father, that a father and his - 
child can be born at the same birth, that whether you 
add, subtract, multiply, or divide, one is the same as 
three, and three the same as one—Great Scott! is he 
not mad, crazy? There is nothing but the plea of 
Christianity that. could keep a man with a mind thus 
wrecked out of an insane asylum. Otto, the wife-. 
murderer, was “jerked to Jesus.” He left Erie 
county for his celestial abode May 21st, at 10:30 
o'clock. Too vile for earth, the authorities sent him 
home to Jesus. How many sneaks and snobs, how 
many dudes and dead-beats, how many thieves and 
rapscallions, robbers, adulterers, and murderers Jesus 
must have hugged and welcomed since a.n. 33! 

No matter how much good Otto's wife may have 
done—no matter about her intellectual or moral 
worth—if she did not believe in Jesus, she, the inno- 
cent wife, is in hell, while the murderer is lounging 
around in the cozy nooks of the New Jerusalem. 
The last words of Otto were, “Father, into thy 
hands I commit my spirit.” 

According to Sam. Jones, his chance was a great 
deal better than Ingersolls. With the Christian, 
belief outweighs every other consideration. Belief is . 
like an old hat, put on or laid off at pleasure, brushed 
up and made to look well when needed; but woe, 
woe, to the man who does not have it on when death 
comes, for “Old Splitfoot” will dandle him on a° 
red-hot pitchfork, sure. Jomw Pxox. 


— eo 
Familiarity With Great Persons. 

A correspondent in Mexico writes of a little six-year-old 
Mexican girl who, dinner being late one day, said in Spanish, 
with perfect innocence and no thought of irreverence, 
* Jesus, but I'm hungry." The writer says that the little 
children, in moments of sudden fright or pain, cross them- 
selvs and murmur, '* Protect me, God,” as devoutly as their 
elders do. 


—— — 99 9 —— 
À Result of Early Training. 

A Lewiston newspaper says that the little daughter of a. 
well-known clergyman was heard talking as she lay in her 
crib the other night. She said: ‘‘ Dear Lord, this afternoon 
Isaw out upon the cold sidewalk a poor little girl, and she 
had no shoes or stockings on—and—and”—hesitating as 
though staggered by the problem—“‘ it's none of our busi- 
ness, is it, God?” 
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Mrs. Colman’s Reminiscences. 


I next applied for a place in a publie school, and 
obtained one by taking the place of a man and 
doing his work, for which I was paid $350 a year. 
The man who preceded me received $800 per year. 

I had an object in view in taking that school other 
than earning my living. There had been for many 
years in Rochester. a school called “The Colored 
School,” to which all children having colored blood, 
who accepted public instruction from the city, were 
required to attend. . ~ 

The school-room was the basement of the African 
church, situated in a low part of the city, both in re- 
spect to it geographically and morally, but, no matter 
what the distance from the home, or what the age of 
the child, this was the school. I presume it was be- 
cause of my known Abolitionism that I was offered 
the. place as teacher, though the difference in the 
salary paid was one item in the city's favor. I took 
the situation, determining in my own mind that I 
would be the last teacher, and that the colored school 
should die. The death was accomplished in just one 
year. I persuaded the parents to send the more ad- 
vanced children to the schools in their own districts, 
suggesting that they always see to it that they were 
particularly clean in person and dress, and also that 

‘they impress upon such children that his or her 
behavior be faultless as far as possible. I then ad- 
vised the trustees of the church to refuse the use of 
the room for school purposes. When the time came 
for the commencement of the school for the new 
year, there were neither scholars nor school-room. 
The death was not violent; no mention was made of 
it in the papers, and I presume not ten persons out- 
side of the colored people knew of its decease, or, if 
they had known, would hav cared that the disgrace 

was abolished. I was given another school for per- 
haps no more laudable reason than I obtained the 
other, but this time it was not to save money. 

If I were not writing an autobiography, I should 
feel that there was a good deal of egotism in many 
of my anecdotes; but I was in them, and my experi- 
ence is what I am writing. At this time Miss Susan 
B. Anthony was recognized as a teacher, and. at the 
annual meeting of the State Convention of teachers 
of New York (held the previous year) had, by great 
adroitness or skill, gotten a lady teacher appointed 
to read an essay at the next meeting of the institute. 
The lady appointed was rather of the milk-and- 
‘water kind, and what she would hav said had she 
not lost her courage for the attempt I cannot tell. I 
know that she would not hav said anything against 
the Bible as God’s word, or the use of it in the pub- 
lic schools. When Miss Anthony found the lady 
would fail her, she came to me, saying she worked 
very hard to get the appointment for one of our sex, 
asking me to prepare something, and take the place 
as substitute—a place I never like. I said they would 
probably not hear me, but rejoice that one woman 
had failed to meet her engagement, and so they 
would only hav to listen to Miss Anthony, as she 
held an appointment for the same meeting. I at 
last yielded to the persuasion, and agreed to read an 
essay if permitted. In the weekly or monthly meet- 
ings of the teachers in Rochester I had advocated 
the abolishment of corporal punishment, but had not 
sueceeded in converting any of the teachers (save 
one); all were sure there could be no order without 
the whip. I thought, if I,could be given the oppor- 
tunity, L would at least say why my opinion was 
against whipping children, and accordingly prepared 
an essay which would take about twenty minutes to 
read. After writing it, I took it to the city superin- 
tendent, asking him to do me the kindness to read it 
and criticise it—not the argument, but the style. He 
read it, and said: “ You use the personal pronoun T; 
it would be more elegant to say we” (you see, my 
friend, I began a long time ago to be egotistical). I 
said: “How can I say we, when Z know I am alone; 
no one agrees with me.” “ Well, then, it's all right; 
but I warn you you will raise a hornets’ nest about 
yeur ears." 

The prophecy proved true. I was not known to 
the convention, and in the discussion upon the 
pros and con’s of the propriety of allowing a 
substitute self-appointed to take the place of a regu- 
larly-appointed essayist, I kept entirely still. I felt 
sure that some of the Rochester teachers had whis- 
pered the words, “ Infidel-Abolitionist,” and I did not 
care to be known, unless accepted. A teacher sitting 
by me said: * What is there about that Mrs. Col- 
man, that they object so much to hearing her? They 
hav already taken the entire time of one session dis- 
eussing whether or not they will hear her. Do you 
know the lady?’ -I said, “ A little,” but was not dis- 
posed to introduce myself. At last the vote was 
announced as favoring the reading of the essay. I 
was greatly embarrassed when I began the reading of 
that very simple paper; but when, in answer to the 
question, * What will you do with the words of Sol- 
omon, the wisest man who ever lived—Spare the rod, 
and spoil the child?"—I answered: “Just what I 
would do with the example of Solomon, if a Mormon 
were to say to me ‘ Solomon had seven hundred wives. 
Why may I not hav seven or seventy? I would say 
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the civilization of the nineteenth century has out- 
grown Solomon and his wives,” the storm of hisses, 
and the words, * She's an Infidel,” took the fright all 
away. lam not made of the material that can be 
frightened by opposition, or thrown from my position 
by insult. In answer to the mournful assertion, 
“She has taken away my Bible,” I said, “If your 
Bible is an argument for the degradation of woman, 
and the abuse by whipping of little children, I advise 
you to put it away, and use your common sense in- 
stead.” This was forty years ago. I do not know 
another woman who, standing in my place at that 
time, would hav risked her reputation by saying thus 
much of the Bible. 

The session of the institute was continued till long 
after the hour of adjournment, and when the evening 
session came Mrs. Colman and her Infidelity was 
the theme. I suggested to the chairman that, in my 
opinion, it would be more profitable to the meeting 
tọ discuss the subject matter of the essay rather than 
the religious opinions of the writer. It was a hot 
discussion, lasting until eleven o'elock at night. Miss 
Anthonys essay was hardly noticed (education 
jointly of the sexes was the subject), as she in those 
days, nearly forty years ago, did not trample upon 


in the monthly and yearly meetings of that society, 
and had only left them because they were false to 
freedom in the person of the slave. She, of course, 
knew p in every quarter of the state where there 
were friends, and in many places there were very 
many who had left, like herself, the society. 

Lucy N. Corman. 


———— Sk 99——— — —— 
The Sinaloa Colony. 


A dispatch to the New York Zimes from Portland, 
Me., givs the substance of a letter received in that 
city by the brother of H. M. Chase, one of the Port- 
land contingent of the Sinaloa colony. It was writ- 
ten January 9th. Mr. Chase says that when the 
party reached Guaymas on their outward journey the 
steamer promised by the Credit Foncier Company 
was not there, and the colonists, after purchasing 
three months’ provisions, chartered a French ship at 
a cost of $9 a person to carry them to their destina- 
tion. The colony at Sinaloa is situated on a low 
ridge of hills, and there are lots of rocks and cactus 
trees scattered about, and but little else. Mr. Chase 
goes*on to say: 


Water is our greatest bugbear. We get plenty to drink 


Bae and cook with, but are not allowed to wash with it. We use 
the holy scriptures. Whether she does to-day I do | salt water altogether for that purpose. The water we hav is 
not know. I’m glad, however, to know that her life- | good and cool, not very far behind the Sebago. We get it 


from an island seven miles away. It is said that in the rainy 
season the high tides flow into it and make it brackish. That 
is why we shall hav to go to the river to locate. The com- 
pany hav some property there. The weather in the middle 
of the day is like June. At night itis like November. There 
are very heavy dews, which wet the tents like rain. I think 
the situation is hardly what it is represented. It will take 
years and years to build a city here. We cannot get water 
from the river, as it is too far away. They bav a road cut, 
and it is fifty miles by that road. The only thing to be done 
is to locate on the river and try and support ourselvs until 
the company can get things to enable us to build on the city 
site. There are no tools or anything here now. I shall not 
be able to write as often as I expected. Stamps are scarce, 
and money a sight scarcer. We chipped in all we had at 
Guaymas to buy provisions, and it is a pretty scarce article 
in this camp at present. 


This justifies Mr. Owen's order for no more col- 
onists to go to Sinaloa expecting the company to help 
them. 


long associate and friend, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 
has allowed herself to be advertised as a speaker at a 
Freethinkers’ Convention. 

. Now what was the penalty put upon Mrs. Colman 
in Rochester for that Infidel essay? Iwas appointed 
teacher at School No. 1, at that time confessedly the 
most difficult school to govern in the entire city, 
made. up of all nationalities, over-large for the size 
of the room, with two assistants, young girls, each 
with a whip in her hand. The state superintendent, 
who was at the convention where I had declared 
against the rod, did me the honor to say I had con- 
vinced him that the legislature should abolish cor- 
poral punishment, and he should ask them to do so- 
that coming winter, and so by his advice I took the 
whip from the young ladies, told them I was senior 
teacher, and would from that time do the whipping. 
Suffice it to say, I had no trouble in managing the 
school without blows, though one day a mother came 
to the school, bringing with her a rawhide, and asked 
me to whip her boy. I said, “Madam, I’m not half 
pe for teaching your boy ; do you expect me to whip 

im also?" The look she gave me always brings a 
smile when I think of it. | 

“Why don’t you whip him yourself?” I asked. 

She said, “I hav whipped him a great deal; he 
doesn’t care for my whipping. I thought he would 
care if you whipped him.’ 

Poor human nature! We take upon ourselvs mother- 
hood and fatherhood, and try to govern our children 
when we hay not the knowledge to govern ourselvs. 
But the legislature did not abolish the rod. 

In Syracuse, where I now reside, the Rev. Samuel J. 
May, an old Abolitionist, when chairman of the board 
of education, advised the prohibiting of corporal 
punishment, and it was done, and that rule is in force |. 
to-day. Mr. May was a reformer in the true sense of 
the word; not only did he work for the freedom of 
the slave of the South, but he was an open advocate 
of suffrage for women, an anti-gallows man, the work- 
ingman's friend, and, indeed, in our effort for mental 
liberty, he was ever our friend. He was particularly 
emphatie in the demand for one eode of morals for 
both sexes. Mr. May's memory is revered and 
monuments are erected to his memory, but his work 
has not been carried out, and to-day no occupant of 
any pulpit, so far a8 I am informed, finds his duty in 
speaking for the outcast—perhaps I should exempt 
the Universalists from this reproach. I did not re- 
main teacher long in Rochester ; the small salary and 
the wide difference made in the wages paid to men 
and women for the same work was a bitterness. I 
could not easily bear, and then I was not popular 
among the teachers. I always insisted that the 
schools were for the benefit of the scholars, and that 
is not allowable. Dickens’s “nurses” are not the 
only officials, by any means, whose comfort is the 
principal thing to be thought of. Everywhere the 
rule holds good that the governors are the ones to 
be benefited, not the persons governed. The excep- 
tion proves the rule. ; 

I had been feeling for a long time that I must 
speak for the slave, but how or where to begin was 
the problem. The death of my eldest sister, with 
whom my father and mother lived (my aunt was now 
my mother), made a change for them imperativ, and 
it seemed best that they should come to me. I 
could now leave home fora time, as my mother could 
care for my child and keep the home. I had one friend 
in Rochester who thoroughly believed in me, and she 
has kept that belief in all these years—Amy Post. 
We hav been more like dear sisters for forty years 
than like anything in relationship more remote. She 
declared herself ready to plan a campaign and to ac- 
company me as escort. She therefore said, “ Get 
ready, write out two lectures, so that you may be 
prepared to speak twice in one place if desirable, and 
I shall soon make an appointment." Mrs. Post had 
been a life-long friend, prominent with her husband 


The Anarchists. 


In response to an appeal from me to aid in the 
effort to hav the sentence of Mrs. Druse commuted 
into imprisonment for life instead of hanging, a 
friend says: 

I hav no sympathy for her simply because she is a woman. 
Dn You would not hav lifted your voice to save a man 
who had chopped his wife to pieces. You do not say a word 
when seven innocent men are condemned to death—seven 
men who do not deserve to be hung any more than you do, 
and who are proven guilty of nothing worse than the ex- 
pression of their opinions in words none too plain. You are 
88 dumb as an oyster at this outrage. 

Until I had received this sharp rebuke I was to- 
tally unaware that I had been publicly silent on a 
subject for the defense of which my private writings 
had brought me many a letter of protest and con- 
demnation. 

While I am not an Anarchist in the full sense of 
the word, and believe in law and order save under 
extreme wrong, tyranny, and oppression, yet I grant 
to every man, woman, and child the right to speak 
fully and freely on any and every subject they deem 
of importance to themselvs or to the community (of 
course choosing proper times and opportunities). 

We must be free to speak for all sides, as it is only 
by hearing all sides that a right judgment can be 
formed. I don’t think these “seven condemned 
men” are proven guilty of anything more than free 
speaking, which, under our laws, is every freeman’s 
right. I no more believe in hanging a man than a 
woman, though as a woman is a subject and a slave 
to man under her present condition as a non-voter, as 
well as a wife, we are compelled to show her special 
favors until she wins her birthright of political and 
practical equality. But I plead that we hav no right 
to commit one murder to atone for another. 

Hanging is barbarism. It is demoralizing to all 
who participate in it as well as to all who even hear 
of it: Our civilization is too far in advance of it for 
it tg be much longer tolerated. 

Pia not intend to make a long plea for the An- 
archists, simply because all that can be said regard- 
ing their probable innocence and the injustice of their 
sentence has been said by wiser pens than mine, but 
I do desire to do my duty by putting on record in 
this publie way my protest against hanging these 
men for doing what they deemed a grand and noble 
work for humanity, and doing it, so far as evidence 
proves, within the bounds of law. 

ELMINA DRAKE SLENKER. 
—— +- eo 
Jesus as a Railroad Official. 

A Mannsville, N. Y., preacher, who recently received a 
half-fare pass on the Ontario and Western Railway, wrote 
back to the passenger agent: “ Your favor of the 17th inst. 
is received containing clerical pass 98, for 1887. Mauy 
thanks for so useful a card. When it will be yours to board 
the train to journey into the world of the unseen, may the 
general passenger agent of the Earth and Heaven Air Line, 
Jesus Christ, grant you a free pass check subscribed with his 
own hands. Gratefully yours." 
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Third Statement of Treasurer, February, 1887. 


RECEIPTS. 

1887. 

Feb. Reported receipts........cccceceseesccccceeee eene $524 06 
* 4. Nashville Sec. Un. (char.), per M. I. Green, 5 00 
* 8. E.R. Shoemaker, per S. P. Putnam.......... 15 O 
“ Chicago Sec. Un., per E. A. Stevens 80 00 
* 10.  Agnosticus, per TRUTH SEEKER............. 5 00 
: Farmdale, O., Sec. Un. (charter), per D 

Brockway 

ee John Nuessle, per TRUTH SEEKER 
* 98. Samos Parsons, per Treas.........cccccsssseeseeee 
* 24. Davitt D. Chidester, per TRUTH SEERER...... 1 00 
v F. Davis, se a Oe ie 00 
J. T. W., di ss oT Bist 1 00 
s Wm. Fray, ts mm 1 00 
M Mrs. Lizzie Fray, i ti NN 1 00 
es Zenas Kent, i E SEa cem 1 00 
* 28. Fort Madison, per T. M. Gastin........... e... 25 00 
e . Belton, per Dell Parker............................ 10 00 
$6 Salina, per I. M. Ittem............................. 25 00 
E Bavaria, per L. H. Terry...................... eese 25 00 
s David Olark.......cccccsesesessceececesssreessacceenacee 1 00 
« Windom, per Lester Marks....... oP 12 00 
ec Dodge City, per Clarence Petty.................. 22 00 
D. Garden City, per Chess Bros..... 20 00 

Total receipts............cccssssessssseceeees ECCE $781 06 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

1887. 

Feb. Reported disbursements.................... eee. 
* Q9. S.P. Putnam, per Treas.........cceccssecceseceere 45 00 
* 14. Package (express) from E. A. Stevens....... 
* 93. Car] Edelheim, per Treas.. 
* 24. D. A. Blodgett, per Treas.......... 
£6 G. M. D. Libby, per E. A. Stevens. 2 75 
* 98. S.P. Putnam, per Treas.............. .140 00 

Total disbursements............c.ccccccsssesesseeecers cene $767 11 
Feb. 28, 1887. Cuas. EOKHARD, Treas. 


The treasurer, in the name of the American Secu- 
lar Union and its officers, heartily thanks the sub- 


scribers to the Fund, as the treasurer has canceled | 


all known claims, and the Union starts anew without 
the dead drag of debt ; but the Union is sadly in need 
of literature. 
 ——— e 
News and Notes. 


Thursday I left the pleasant home of A. R. Mott, 
of Bavaria, who is one of the most thoughtful of our 
Freethinkers, and hospitality was mingled with in- 
tellectual enjoyment. , The day, however, was 
fiercely blustering. Nature was thoroughly ortho- 
dox. Not for years had such a blizzard swept the 
plains. The oldest settlers were unaccustomed to 
such continuous biasts, and sweeping clouds of dust. 
I was to take the freight train, and it was four hours 
late. Waiting for the train, and the wind blowing 
sixty miles an hour, was not a comfortable experience. 
To add to my vexation, just as I sat down to eat a 
good dinner at my friend Terry’s, trusting that the 
train would still be fifteen minutes behind time, it 
came thundering along a little bit too soon, and I 
was obliged to leave the loaded table like a cannon- 
ball, and i 


Chase the glowing hours with flying feet 


for the space of a quarter of a mile, in order that I 
might put myself safely in the car, and reach my des- 
tination—cyelones to the contrary notwithstanding. 
I begin to think that the Secular path is almost as 
hard to travel as the old-time Jordan. I did want 
that dinner in order to help keep that railroad car 
from blowing off the traek. I arrived at New Cam- 
bria, where I was to lecture that evening, and amid 
somewhat of a lull in the hurricane, crossed the fence- 
less prairies to the home of my friend, J. W. Abbott. 
His brother, George Abbott, and Judge Osborne 
were there, and with a good fire and plentiful sup- 
per we defied the storm. Evening came on cloudy 
and cold, and it blew great guns, and it was simply 
dangerous to be out witha team. One could not see 
a rod in advance. It was useless to make any attempt 
to reach the hall, so we had our Liberal convention 
around the fireside. Mrs. Abbott is one, of our 
bright women. She has stirred the community up 
considerably with lectures on woman's rights, Infi- 
delity, etc. She holds her own with wit and argu- 
ment, and is achieving quite a victory for Liberalism, 
and I hav no doubt she will be one of our foremost 
- champions on the lecture platform, for she has the 
courage of her convictions, and has plenty of life, 
and progressiv thought, and ability for speech. Mr. 
Abbott is also a clear-headed worker whose contribu- 
tions to Tug Trurs Szexer show that he understands 
what to do and how to doit. So I had a pleasant 
time in their prairie home, while the heavens were 
black without. 

Friday morning we were up at three o'clock, pre- 
paratory to a land voyage to Salina to catch the early 
train. Fortunately the wind went down, the clouds 
rolled off, and the moon and stars appeared. . The 
breath of night was icy still, however, and so I 
wrapped myself in the hay at the bottom of the 
wagon, while my friend Abbott, brave charioteer, in 


the lofty seat above met the brunt of the night that 


did its best to disturb our equanimity before it fled 
from the conquering day. Sleepily I watched the 
advance of the brilliant dawn. One by one the stars 
sank into the faint luminous glory of the unseen orb. 
Far along the horizon flashed the crimson banners, 
and trees and houses, and the bare telegraph poles, 
were bathed in a soft color wondrously enchanting. 
I seemed advancing into a magnificent temple, as the 
glowing beams multiplied on every hand, and the 
god of day came marching up the glittering corridors 
of the sky. That was a beautiful journey indeed, 


0 | from darkness into blithesome morning. The winds 


had made everything clean and bright, almost 
like polished gold and glorious azure, and shining 
fields encompassed my rattling journey to McPherson 
and Windom. At Windom I found a royal pioneer 
indeed, who for years has kept up the battle for 
Freethought with unabating courage—Lester Marks, 
who has been in every part of the Union, taking land 
journeys from Kansas to New York, and Texas to 
Kansas, and keeping alive when the doctors thought 
he ought to be dead—a man of unbounded persever- 
ance and commanding energy, in spite of disease. I 
went to his home, three miles in the ceuntry, where 
I spent a pleasant day. He hasfour children, Frank 
and Ford, Avis and Jessie, all bright young Liberals. 
Ford was the first baby born in Ford county, Kansas, 
and so got his name. Mrs. Marks has three brothers 
who are Baptist clergymen—sound in the faith, while 
Mrs. Marks is both wise and otherwise, and this 
shows that in some cases woman has more sense than 
man—three to one. I gave the first Freethought 
lecture in Windom, a new village of about six hun- 
dred inhabitants, and the hall was crowded to its ut- 
most capacity, about half the audience being obliged 
to stand. The most respectful attention was paid to 
my declaration of the principles of ‘ Universal Mental 
Liberty.” It was quite a surprise to many that Lib- 
erals could make such a showing as they did, and 
create such an interest and receive such a welcome. 
Mr. Marks’s outspoken advocacy has made many allies 
of our eause—Mr. Wm. Gilpin, James Gilpin, I. L. 
Rury, I. D. Kaufman, Mr. Young, Dr. Richardson, 
Jake Willhelm, John Lloyd, James Adams, A. J. 
Petz, James Derbin, M. Conley, Will M. McKean, 


A. W. Sylvester, James Tuckhope, A. M. Smith, 


William McLaughlin, C. S. Sherman, and others, and 
they will hold the fort, I believe. Windom expects 
to grow. It'is said that two more railroads are com- 
ing here. The country about is excellent, especially 
for cattle and hog raising, and this, at present, is the 
chief industry. There is a wonderful tide of immi- 
gration to Kansas this year, and its western portion 
is a booming land indeed. Real estate is doubling in 
sixty days in some quarters.. $ i 

I arrive at Dodge City in the midst of a big snow- 
storm, the first of the season here. The plains are 
white, and if they only had sleigh-bells here, how 
they would jingle! But they hav no bells, and all 
the runners they hav are extemporized wooden ones. 

What a picture strikes my eye of change and 
growth as I look upon this bustling Western city! 
Where two years ago only low frame buildings were 
seen are now palatial brick blocks, and the population 
has advanced from two thousand to six thousand, 
and this frontier town begins to hav the elegance of 
an Eastern metropolis. The country is being rapidly 
settled up, and farms are taking the place of stock- 
ranges. This promises to be one of the finest fruit 
lands in the world, besides being adapted to wheat, 
corn, etc. Rains are now plentiful, and there is but 
little need of irrigation. Thousands of cattle from 
Texas and the Southwest are shipped from this place. 
Dodge City was once a rough place, with its multi- 
tude of cowboys and the wild element of frontier 
life, but now it is a pleasant place, with social order, 
elegance, and the advantages of the most enlightened 
communities. 

I was quite pleased to meet my old friends, Clar- 
ence Petty, Morris Collar, J. Collar, and others, all 
enthusiastic for the cause, together with new allies— 
Isaac Raines, G. A. Workman, J. D. Goodman, H. B. 
Karch, Esky Peterson, Wm. Dean, Chas. Hall, Dr. 
T. J. Wright, Gen. H. B. Van Vorhees, D. M. Frost, 
Mr. Lauber, Wm. Spencer, Henry Garris, Mr. and 
Mrs. Harrison Berry, J. H. Colburn, ete. Some of 
these came five, ten, fifteen, and eighteen miles to 
attend the lectures, in spite of the snows that made 
the roads difficult for travel. I had good audiences, 
both afternoon and evening, Sunday, February 20th, 
in Kelly's Opera House—one of the finest in the 
state, and which seats several hundred. This isa 
good Liberal community, and I hav no doubt our 
organization here will flourish. I hope to return 
when skies are clear. This isa point of great promis. 
The churches don’t grow much. Western life does 
not favor ecclesiastical authority. 

I must confess to something of astonishment to 
find Garden City, to which I came on Sunday night, 
a rapidly growing place of about six thousand inhab- 
itants. Two years ago it was only a bit of a village; 
now it is rushing along like a railroad train, with 
flags a-flying, and the noise and excitement of a boom 
of the first order. This is one of the finest cities of 
the plains. The land office is established here, and 


settlers are flocking in. Superb brick blocks, hotels, 

dwellings, houses, etc., make it seem as if you were - 
in'& part of New York itself. There is a vim about 
this place that is quite enchanting, and I enjoyed it 
from the very moment I struck it, especially when I 
shook hands with the Chess Brothers, who were the 
first ones to fling our flag to the breeze—and a splen- 
did company they soon found, although the churches 
are here in full phalanx—G. A. Kimball, J. A. Gar- 
ver, H. C. St. John, Grant Stanley, Chas. M. McGill, 
&nd others. I hav not found any more inspiring com- 
radeship. 

I lectured last evening at the Opera House. The 
attendance was large. I was introduced by H. C, 
St. John, a son of ex-Governor St. John, who has the 
fire of Liberal thought as well as reform, and believes 
in humanity and this world, and not in God. I 
lecture again on Wednesday evening at the Opera 
House, when I hope for a still larger attendance, 
Meanwhile I am resting at the home of W. A. Chess, 
where I find a cordial Liberal element, baby and all, 
and the recreation is delightful. Mrs. Chess and her 
sister and mother hav been for years in the atmos- 
phere of a generous Secular life. Mr. Lewis D. 
Smith, the husband and father, was a noble-hearted 
Freethinker—one of the leading ànd veteran editors 
of Michigan at the time of his death, and always an 
outspoken advocate of our cause—and whose last re- 
quest was that no clergyman should preach over his 
dead body. All he desired was the voice of affection, 
the presence of loved ones—wife, children, and 
friends—and thus to pass into the bosom of eternal . 
Nature. SoI find in this Western home the remem- 
brance of a heroic life, and with it incentiv to the 
broadening work of the future and hope for the tri- 
umph of justice. — 

I look forward to friendly greetings in Colorado 
at Greeley, Feb. 27th; Denver, March 6th and 13th. 
I am obliged to giv up going to Prescott, Arizona, 
and shall be at San Diego, Cal., March 17th and 
18th ; Los Angeles, 20th and 27th ; Santa Ana, 21st, 
22d, and 23d; Norwalk, 24th and 25th; Tulare, 29th 
and 30th ; Visalia, 31st and April 1st ; San Francisco, 
3d and 10th; San José, 17th and 24th, and other 
places in California up to June 1st. I shall be in 
Oregon during June, in Washington territory during 
July, and return Eastward in August. Me 

Garden City, Kan., Feb. 22. S. P. Purwam. 

0 + 


The Liberal Club. 


The writer has now attended the Manhattan Lib- 
eral Club with more or less constancy since the 
autumn of 1875, and during that tirne a good many 
graceful persons hav occupied its. platform, but he 
does not remember having heard a more agreeable 
speaker than Mrs. Fay Pearce, of Boston, who talked 
about “ Cooperativ Housekeeping” at the 437th reg- 
ular meeting of that body. | , 

The evening of Friday, Feb. 25th, was a pleasant 
one as to weather, and the writer loitered somewhat 
on his way to the club, so it was near a quarter past 
8 o'clock when he reached the corner of Fourteenth 
street and Third avenue. Here he was about to ac- 
celerate his steps, fearing to miss & portion of the ex- 
ercises, when he perceived one of the most distin- 
guished and learned members of the club descending 
the steps of the élevated railroad station. Under- 
neath the steps an Italian merchant keeps a fruit- 
stand, and here the member halted and purchased 
two apples, one of which he proceeded to eat as he 
walked along, and the other he placed reflectivly in a 
small satchel. The man with the badge-pin was 
greatly impressed by the dignified simplicity of the 
act. It is well for the young and worldly to occa- 
sionally meet in their walks examples of that obliv- 
iousness to mere outward appearance which comes 
to those whose minds are made the storehouse of 
philosophy and the abiding-place of great thoughts. 
It was therefore in a spirit of humility that the writer 
pursued his way, arriving at the hall just as the sec- 
retary had finished reading the minutes of the pre- 
vious meeting. 

The Chair introduced the lady speaker of the even- 
ing in a way that did great credit to its gallantry, in 
which it is never wanting on such occasions, and Mrs. 
Pearce began her lecture. Mrs. Pearce is an engag- 
ing little lady. Asis said to be the custom in Bos- 
ton, she used eye-glasses which it was necessary to 
support with one hand while reading through them. 
The speaker began by saying that the first great fact 
in society is the existence of the two sexes. The 
stronger sex is organized and is running the world, 
while the other is unorganized and is doing nothing. 
The great characters of the world hav been men. 
Women hav made very little mark in the world’s his- 
tory. Men are like the land, and individuals are the 
mountains and rocks that endure, while women are 
the ocean, one being merged and lost in the others 
like the waves of the sea. Men hav managed every- 
thing, women stay at home. Mrs. Pearce believed 
that women, being the buyers of groceries for the - 
family, should take it in hand to organize coóperativ 
stores and abolish the middlemen. The speaker gave 
a history of Robert Owen’s attempt to institute union 
stores in England. The reason those stores failed 
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was because the men in charge of them were 
too smart and kept all the profits, or were incapable 
and. lost all that was invested. Retail distribu- 
tion should be a part of. housework. The great leak 
in the household is the grocery store, and when 
women combine and buy goods together this leak 
will be stopped. At present househeeping is so 
-expensiv that the young man can’t afford to marry 
and support a wife, and the girls are driven into in- 
dustrial pursuits as his competitors. Mrs. Pearce’s 
system. had been tried in Cambridge, and failed. 
The ladies interested in the enterprise just gave 
it a little money to start with, but seemed to forget 
that their patronage was necessary to keep it. going. 


Each kept trading with her old grocer so as not to |. 


hurt his feeling by dropping him. Besides, the hus- 
bands of the lady cooperators laughed at them, and 
regarded the affair as a great joke, which killed 
the enterprise quite dead. In spite of that fail- 
ure the speaker stil believed in cooperativ house- 
keeping as the one step that will save society. Other 
methods hav their good features and are well meant, 
but they are defectiv, lacking this great principle. 

Mrs. Pearce spoke for less than an hour, but owing 
to her facility of speech she said as much as a man 
. would be expected to in half a day. 

Mr. Sutherland expressed himself as much pleased 
with the lecture, but did not agree with it. If co- 
operativ stores are established, other stores must 
close, thus throwing many persons out of employ- 
ment, and there are enough idle people at present 
without increasing the number. 

Mr. Leavitt told the audience that this was an old 
story with him. He published the first article in 
America about the Rochdale stores in England and 
the Familistiere at Guise, in France, and had been a 
Fourierite for forty years or more. In his opinion, 
Mrs. Pearce’s scheme would not amount to much. 

Mrs. Hallock said she was afraid Mrs. Pearce 
would never come to the club again if she was to be 
criticised so sharply. Men should remember that 
women are individuals, and could liv more than one 
day if the men were all dead. Men discuss the rights 
of women as though they were the women’s keepers. 


What hav men got to do with the question, anyway? 


If men say women should not vote, women may say 
men should not vote, and one statement has as much 
weight as the other. 
several sharp digs. 

Lawyer Searing very gallantly declined to regard 
women in the purely material light in which she had 
been discussed by the others. Woman was greatest 
in the domain of the heart. In concluding, Mr. Sear- 
ing beamed sweetly upon the little Boston lady, and 
said he hoped she would come to the club again. It 
is but kind to hope that Mr. Searing's winning smile 
was not shed in vain. 

Dr. Weeks, as a solution of the labor problem, pro- 
posed to shorten the hours of labor until everybody 
worked the same length of time. In the struggle for 
female rights, women are women's worst enemies. 
They must learn to stand by each other. There are 
twenty men who will defend women's rights where 
there is one woman brave enough to do so. 

Herr Oppenheimer didn't think the Scheme was 
feasible. You can’t save much out of the wages of a 
man who isn’t working, no matter how much he co- 
operates. 

Mrs. Pearce reminded her critics that the subject 
of the evening was cooperativ housekeeping, which 
they had scarcely touched. She could not discuss 
cooperation in general, as she did not propose to re- 
form the universe. She desired that women should 
be given a chance to show what they could do. 

At the next meeting the subject of temperance: 18 
on the program, and prohibition, high license, low 
license, and free rum will be discussed by able stu- 
dents of these various aspects of the question. So 
doth the noble work go on of throwing light on error's 
ways, for which the speakers, every one, deserve 
mankind’s unmingled praise. And though the torch 
of Liberty be from the hand that holds it hurled, a 
noble symbol stil] we see—a Club Enlightening the 
World., | rA 


Following this report will be found an absurd 


article by Seward Mitchell. Mr. Mitchell is evidently: 


one of those important persons in the world's econ- 
omy who keep one foot held back stiff ready for a 
kick. The lecture on a flower gave him a chance to 
unlimber. Everybody who has read Tue Trora 
Srrxer knows that about nine out of tert of the lect- 
ures at the Liberal Club are devoted to industrial 
and social questions. Mr. Mitchell’s growling has, 
therefore, the appearance of pure maliciousness. He 
probably speaks without thinking; some people hav 
` to do that way or keep still, which may be his case. 
The kicker hath “ all seasons for his own.” 


—— — e 
Gentle Critieism of the Liberal Club. 
Tithing, mint, anise, and cummin, and omitting the 
weightier matters of the law—the labor question t A 
hundred thousand men and women in the city of 
New York struggling for an existence, and the Lib- 
eral Club discussing the nonsense of a “ flower.” 


| nonsense they talked about. 


Mrs. Hallock gave Mr. Leavitt |. 


death, and an intelligent body of men and women 
fiddling on a subject that has not merit enough in. it 
to go across the street to hear! Probably not a per-. 
son in the audience who owned the house he livs in, 
yet discussing matters of not the slightest importance 
to the producers! A million-dollar yacht in your 
harbor, every dollar of the cost of it was stolen, yet 
no one in all that big city has manliness. enough to 
go and sink her and hang the thief who controls it! 
Better a damned sight—more to the credit of the 
Manhattan Liberal Club—to adjourn to the wharf of 
that pirate and scuttle her than to talk about the 
It needs. patience to 
deal with children ! 

When the club was discussing their nonsense, 
didn’t they know that a girl less than seventeen years 
old was kidnapped and in prison for the crime? 

It would be far more to their credit to discuss the 
right of organized pirates, called a government, than 
thus spend their time in talking on subjects not 
worth a hill of corn to any one. Fifty thousand men 
in New York on a strike, and the Infidels dumb! 

And now that the Senate of the United States has 
passed a vote to steal $21,000,000 of the people's 
money for the useless purpose of war, it remains to 
be seen if the club has principle enough to pass a 
resolution denouncing the outrage... 

As it is but a few hours’ ride from New York to 
Washington, the better way would be to raise an 
army in New York, proceed to Washington, and 
drive out that “den of thieves,” the United States 
Senate. I shall look with deep interest to see if Tux 
TnaurH SEEKER givs a report of the Cincinnati Con- 
ference on the 22d of this month. 

SEWARD MITOHELL. 
—— +e 


Moses and George Harman Arrested. 


To rae Epiror or Tar Trura Seexer, Sir: M. 
Harman and son, George, editors and publishers of 
Lucifer, were arrested last night and taken to To- 
peka by the U.S. marshal, on a charge of having 
used the U. S. mails for the. circulation of obscene 
literature, printed some time last June in Lucifer. 
The article fixed upon in complaint was headed, “An 
Awful Letter" It appears that the charge is based 
wholly on the use of one word, viz., the name of the 
male organ of generation. : 

Moses was daily eee to hear from the 
supreme court in the case of Walker and Lillian, who 
hav been in jail during the last five months, but no 
news comes in regard to them. 

But now comes a dispatch from Topeka, asking me 
to sign an appezrance bond of $500 for Moses and 
George. So I suppose they hav had their prelim- 
inary examinat: n, and been bound over for appear- 
ance before the U. S. court, time not known. 

I hav sent dispatch required, and hav friends there 
who will accept my promis. So they will be here to 
work, we hope, this evening. N. H. Harman. 

Valley Falls, Kan., Feb. 24. 


eor 
Mr. Reynolds in Pennsylvania. 


At Pittsburgh, Pa., I found Prof. Wm. Seymour, 
of Philadelphia, holding the fort and gaining golden 
opinions (and lots of silver dollars for charts) from 
all sorts of people by lecturing, under the auspices of 
the Pittsburgh Liberal Society, on Phrenology and 
Mesmerism. I was made happy by meeting Roman 
Staley, president of the Pittsburgh Liberal Society. 
When in the ministry I always found that the mem- 
bers partook of the spirit of the elder and leader, and 
the Pittsburgh Liberals seem to faithfully emulate 
Roman Staley, and so are zealous, stanch, and true. 

A lecture was arranged for me at Wilson’s Hall, 
Allegheny City, on Sunday evening, the 13th inst.; 
subject: “Lifes Duties" Quite a goodly number 
attended, a good delegation coming from Pittsburgh. 
I sold quite a Jarge number of pamphlets. 

We had a most delightful visit with Dr. E. A. 
Wood, president of the Medical Society of Pennsyl- 
vania, who has done such efficient work in winning 
the most intelligent residents of the south side to 
Liberalism. His pamphlet on “ Heredity and Educa- 
tion” is a masterly production. I would the New 
York Freethinkers’ Association was financially able to 
purchase 50,000 copies for gratuitous distribution ; 
for until “Heredity and Education, and their relation 
to each other and to the human race,” are more fully 
understood, the great conflict between capital and 
labor, and the increase of crime, poverty, and misery, 
can never be stayed. 

On Sunday evening, the 30th, I delivered my lect- 
ure, “The Bible—Whence It Came and What It 
Really Teaches,” at the Opera House, Bradford, Pa., 
to a large and appreciativ audience, the leading 
paper giving me a flattering notice and a column and 
a half synopsis of the lecture. As the sure criterion 
of the influence of the lecture, I sold fifteen dollars’ 
worth of pamphlets, quite a number of TRUTH SEEKERS, 
and obtained some new subscribers, and the promis 
of many more. O. H. Wheeler, J. Curtis, and Mr. 
Birney make a trinity of Freethought that to com- 
mune with fills the heart with joy, hope, and courage. 
Long may they liv to lead the Liberal host in oildom ! 


“Tho wealth producers,of the world in the throes of | I amnow at Kent, Ohio, advertised for a course of 


RJ 


four lectures, the 26th, 27th, and 28th. From here I 
go to Akron, Ohio, Mareh 2d; Oleveland, .Ohio, 
March 6th ; Painsville, March 7th and 8th ; Bowling 
Green, 9th and 10th. Will friends in vicinity of 
Kalamazoo and Chicago please write me? 


The delay in organizing and incorporating the 


Liberal Mutual Aid is not because of lack of interest 
on the part of Liberals, or because of any doubt of 
its proving a 
of the origin 
deemed advisable that every detail receive the most 
eareful consideration, and that every possible pre- 
eaution be taken to insure its embracing all the best 
features, while avoiding the mistakes of similar or- 
ganizations, and to secure the greatest possible ad- 
vantages at the lowest possible cost to the members. 


eat success, but some modifications 
plan hav been suggested, and it is 


It is proposed to obtain five hundred bona fide ap- 


plications for membership before applying for incor- 
poration. 
fore the Ist of May. Please address applications to 
me tons of Charles Eckhard, 28 Lafayette Place, New 

ork. 


We shall doubtless hav more than this be- 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 
———————9——9——— ——————— 


A Short Visit to Mrs. D. M. Bennett. 


To rae Eprror or Tue Trin Srrxkn, Sir: I am 


quite sure that many of your readers will enjoy a de- 
scription of a short visit which I made while in New 
York, in the early winter, to Mrs. Bennett, as I know 
how interested they were in her as a woman, and 
how much they admired and Joved her for the loving 
tenderness and constant wifely attentions to the now 
departed hero. 


I found Mrs. Bennett in the same room where Mr. 


Bennett died, living in the same way as she lived 


with him, taking her meals out at the same place as 
when the husband lived. Mrs. Bennett seemed very 
well, and looked even more beautiful than when I 
saw her last. She had what is called, or what is 
known as, a "spiritual expression,” and when she 
told me of the feeling (though she does not claim to 
be a Spiritualist) that possessed her that he, Mr. 
Bennett, was with her, and so she cared little about 
going out or mingling much with people, she 
charmed me with her fidelity to the one love of her 
heart—‘He was the love of my girlhood, the dear 
husband of my matured womanhood, and that he was 
murdered, just as we were nearing age, ’tis so hard 
to think of; and that professed Liberals helped to 


make his death martyrdom is the worst of all to bear." 


Mrs. Bennett is comfortable as to the means of 
life, and in her room, exquisitly neat, has many beau- 
tiful things which Mr. Bennett brought her from 
India and other places in his travels. I am often 
asked of Mrs. Bennett, and she will pardon me that 
I hav written this, as it is for the eyes of dear friends. 

Syracuse, Feb., 287. Lvoy N. Corman. 


—— 


Lectures and Meetings. 


W. F. Jamieson will deliver second courses of lectures on 
his return trip to Colorado, in the following-named places in 
Nebraska: Waverly, Feb. 25th, 26th, 29th; Osccola, March 
1st, 2d, 8d; Stromsburg, 4th, 5th, 6th. Also in Central City, 
Newark, Minden, and first lecture in Lowell; probably in 
Burnett and Milford. Address at Central City, Neb. 


Mrs. H. 8. Laks speaks for the Spiritual Socicty of Port- 
land, Me., Feb. 27th; at the First Spiritual Temple, Boston, 
March 6th, 18th, and 20th; at Bridgeport, Conn., March 
27th, April 3d, 10th, and 17th; at the Cassadaga Spiritual 
Camp-meeting, Aug. 17th, 19th, 21st, and 23d. Societies de- 
siring her services will address her: 123 West Concord st., 
Boston, Mass. 


J. E. Rzwenuna is lecturing to crowded houses in Illinois. 
Gen. Richard Rowett, the hero of Allatoona, and one of the 
most popular orators of Illinois, presided at his mectings in 
Carlinville, and declared them to be among the happiest 
occasions of his life. ‘‘ The lecturer," he said, ** presented 
more facts in ten minutes than the average clergyman did 
in ten years.” 


In Portland, Oregon, the latest organization of Infidelity is 
the ' Social Order of United Liberals.” This order, says a 
local journal, has taken up the unoccupicd ground in socicty 
never before preémpted. Its missions arc the promotion of 
society in every respect and the advancement of education 
and civilization, the enforcement of the law, the maintenance 
of purity, virtue, and respectability in general. The society 
is one that should be received and encouraged by the people 
of Portland. 


T. B. Waxeman is delivering a course of religio-philosoph- 
ical lectures before the Philosophical Association of Brook- 
lyn, which meets Sunday afternoons at Phenix Hall, South 
Eighth street, near Bedford avenue, Williamsburgh. Last 
Sunday his discourse was upon the scientific conception of 
God; March 18th, 27th, and April 10th, he will speak, in the 
order given, of the scientific conception of Christ, the Holy 
Virgin, and the Holy Ghost. April 24th, at the same place, 
he will debate with Rev. S. Miller Hageman upon “ Which 
is Best for the World, Christianity or Science ?" 


A True Estimate of Anthony Comstock. 
From the New York Sun. 

Anthony Comstock is at work to procure legislation to stop 
the advertising of medicins. Governor Hill has already vc- 
toed one of his measures. 

Comstock is a nuisance, and if e bill were passed to stop 


him, it would not be a bad thing, 
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Communications. 


He Descended into Hell. 


* Who but an Infidel,” says St. Augustine, * will 
deny that Christ was in hell ?" 

: And the annotator of the English translation of 
. the Latin Vulgate adds: 

Calvin, then, you see, with all his followers, are [sic] Inf- 
dels, who, instead of this descending of Christ in soul after 
his death, hav invented another desperate kind of Christ's 
being in hell, when he was yet alive on the cross (Note on 
1 Peter iii, 19). 

St. Augustine is.not quite sure what apartment 
in hell those prisoners occupied to whom Christ 
preached, but Catholic authorities all now agree that 
it was purgatory. 

“He preached to the spirits in prison (em phu- 
lake), says the Greek text. But Dr. Murdock 
translates the Syriac text thus: “He preached to 
those souls detained in hades.” And in the margin 
he givs as the equivalent of hades the Syriae word 
sheol. Indeed, sheol is generally the same as hades. 
It occurs in Matt. xi, 28; xvi, 18; Luke x, 15; xvi, 
24; Acts ii, 27, 931; Rev. i, 18; vi, 8; xx, 13,14. In 
Acts ii, 24, the Greek version has thanatos “ death,” 
for sheol. 

In Revelation we read that death and sheol (hades) 
delivered up the dead that were in them, and that 
death and sheol (hades) were cast into the lake of 
fire. And in Luke we are told that the rich man 
lifted up his eyes in sheol (hades) being tormented in 
the flame. 

Some Christians are striving to amend the Apos- 
tles creed by substituting for, “ He descended into 
hell,” “he ascended to paradise.” But others are 
taking a more heretical view of the case. Thus the 
Rev. Dr. Domer, a Lutheran, of Washington, D. C., 
has boldly come out with a rational interpretation of 
the text, “He went and preached to the spirits in 
prison.” Dr. Domer not only accepts the Catholic 
doctrin of purgatory, but maintains that all souls 
will, after having expiated their sins in hell, become 
repentant and ascend to heaven. 

The descent of Christ into hell is fully narrated in 


Part II. of the “ Acts of Pilate,” in substance as fol- | 


lows: Joseph of Arimathea, to show that Jesus had 
raised others from the dead, invited some of the 
chief priests to go and see for themselvs. They 
went to Arimathea (supposed to mean Ramah, the 
reputed -birth-place of Samuel, about four miles 
northwest of Jerusalem), and not only saw the empty 
tombs of old Simeon and his two sons, but found 
the risen men and brought them back to Jerusalem, 
where, at the request of the priests, the three men 
wrote an account of their experience in hades, in sub- 
stance as follows: 

At midnight a light equal to the sun shone into 
those dark regions. The patriarchs and prophets 
were filled with joy, saying that this light was from 
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. John the Baptist 
narrated what he knew about Jesus. Seth, at the 
request of his father Adam, told a story of what oc- 
curred at the death of his father, thus: Adam 
"wanted to escape death ; so he sent Seth to the gate 
of paradise to entreat God to send an angel to point 
out a certain tree which yielded oil wherewith the 
son might anoint his father and save his life. An 
angel came and told. Seth the tree was no longer to 
be found, but after 5,500 years from the creation the 
son of God would come into the world, when he 
would anoint Adam and others with this same oil 
and raise them up from the dead, At this good 
news the patriarchs and prophets rejoiced. i 

Then came Satan and talked with Hades. Satan 
wanted to secure Jesus, who, by the coóperation of 
himself and the Jews, had been crucified. Jesus 
had ealled himself the son of God, had healed many, 
had restored the dead to life, and done many other 
evils to Satan and his servants. Hades suggested 
that if Jesus was so powerful it might be hazardous 
to hav anything to do with him. Satan said he 
wasn’t afraid, and Hades ought not to be afraid 
either, of their common enemy. But Hades could 
not be persuaded to take a hand in the undertaking, 
giving as a reason some late experience he had had 
with Lazarus, who, after coming down there, had 
been taken back by force, flying away like an eagle. 
“So don’t bring Jesus here,” said Hades, “lest he 
raise all the dead, and not one will be left to me.” 
aoe words, Hades was afraid Jesus would raise 

ell. 

While thus wrangling, a voice like thunder an- 
nounced the coming of the king of glory. Hades 
directed his demons to secure strongly the gates of 
brass and bars of iron, and stand guard while Satan 
went forth to repel the coming king. The patriarchs 
. elamored for him to be let in, and there came a voice 
saying, “Lift up, ye gates" “ Whois this king of 
glory?’ inquired Hades. “The Lord, strong and 
mighty,” cried the angels; “the Lord, mighty in 
battle.” At these words the gates were shattered, 
the bars were broken, and in came the king of glory 
in the form of a man, lighting up the dark places, and 
liberating all the dead. E" i 


Hades gave up all for lost. The king seized and 
bound Satan hand and foot, and delivered him over 
to Hades to keep till the second appearing. Hades 
received the prisoner as Beelzebub, the arch-devil, 
the root of all evil, who had caused the king of 
glory to be crucified, with the further sinister pur- 
pose of depriving Hades of his power. 

The savior then brought Adam and the rest of the 
old saints out of Hades, blessing them, and making 
the sign of the cross on their foreheads. Taking 
Adam by the hand, he led him and all the rest into 
Paradise. At the heavenly door they met two old 
men, Enoch and Elias, who were to liv till the end of 
the world, and then be slain by Antichrist. Then 
came along a lowly man, bearing a cross. The holy 
fathers inquired, “Who art thou?’ He answered 
that he was a thief who had been crucified along with 
Jesus. He said he had just met the archangel 
Michael, who told him to stand aside till the fore- 
fathers of the race came in. Then the saints wel- 
comed the repentant robber, and all went into Para- 


dise together. ANTICHRIST. 
— oeo 


Confiscating Mormon Property. 
The following is a synopsis of the anti-Mormon 


bill, as it is known, which has passed both houses of 


Congress, and is now before the president for his 
signature: 


The first six sections of the bill apply to prosecutions for 
bigamy, adultery, etc., and make the wife or husband a com- 
petent witness, but not to be compelled to testify. 

The seventh and eighth sections apply to the powers of 
court commisioners, and of the marshall and deputy mar- 
shalls. The ninth and tenth sections apply to the marriage 


ceremony. They require a certificate, properly authenti- 


cated, to be recorded in the office of the probate court. The 
eleventh section disapproves and annuls all territorial laws 


recognizing the capacity of illegitimate children to inherit or 


be entitled to any distributiv share in the estate of the father. 
The twelfth section disapproves and annuls territorial laws 
conferring jurisdiction upon probate courts, with certain ex- 
ceptions. 

he thirteenth section makes it the duty of the attorney 
general of the United States to institute proceedings to es- 
cheat to the United States the property of corporations ob- 
tained or held in violation of section three of the act of July, 
1862, the proceeds of such escheat to be applied to the use 
and benefit of common schools in the territory. 

The fourteenth section regulates proceedings in such cases. 
The fifteenth section disapproves and annuls all laws of the 
legislativ assembly creating or continuing the Perpetual Emi- 
grating Fund Company, and dissolvesthat corporation. The 
sixteenth section directs proceedings for the disposition of 
the property, and assets of the Emigrating Fund Company. 

such property, in excess of debts and lawful claims, is 
to escheat to the United States for the benefit of common 
schools in the territory. The seventeenth section disap- 
proves and'annuls the acts of the legislativ assembly incor- 
porating or providing for the church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints and dissolves that corporation. It makes it 
the duty of the attorney-general of the United States to insti- 
tute legal proceedings to wind up tbe affairs of the corpora- 
tion. The eighteenth section makes provision as to the en- 
dowment of widows, who are to hav one-third of the income 
of the estate as their dower. 

Section nineteen givs to the president the appointment of 
a probate judge in each county. 

Section twenty makes it unlawful for any woman to vote 
in any election, and annuls acts of the legislativ assembly 
which permit female suffrage. 

The four next sections make provisions as to elections, and 
require of voters an oath or affirmation to support the Con- 


stitution, and obey the laws, especially the anti-polygamy |- 


act of March 22, 1882, and this act. 

Section twenty-five abolishes the office of territorial super- 
intendent of district schools, and makes it the duty of the 
Supreme Court of the territory to appoint a commissioner of 
schools. Section twenty-six givs to all religious societies, 
sects, and congregations the right to hold, through trustees 
appointed by a probate court, real property for houses of 
worship and parsonages. 

The twenty-seventh and last section annuls all territorial 
laws for the organization of the militia, or for the creation of 
the Nauvoo Legion, and givs the legislativ assembly of Utah 
power to pass laws for organizing the militia, subject to the 
approval of Congress. General officers of the militia are to 
be appointed by the governor of the territory with the advice 
and consent of the council. 

In the Senate, when’ debate was had upon the bill, 
Senator Vest said that as a matter of course the bill 
would become a law, but he could not vote for it. 
He was very well aware what the public sentiment of 
the country was, but no amount of criticism would 
affect the performance of his duties as a legislator. 
He could not vote for it, because, in his judgment, it 
violated the principle of the Constitution as to rights 
of property. The provision as to the Perpetual 
Emigrating Fund Company was naked, simple, bold 
confiscation, and nothing else. It took money sub- 
scribed by individuals and applied it to an object 
(publie schools) not contemplated by the corporation. 
The same thing might be done in regard to any 
other religious corporation in the country. It was 
no answer to say that it applied only to the Mormon 
church. He recollected a time when in this country 
a storm of popular madness threatened to destroy 
the Roman Catholic church with all its rights of 
property ; and when it was preached from the pulpit 
and hustings that that church was opposed to a re 
publican form of government; that it taught treason, 
and that it should be abolished; and. when it was 
openly proclaimed that the property of that church 
should be confiscated to the treasury of the United 
States. 

Senator Call opposed the bill, He characterized it 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MARCH 5, 1887, 


as a disgrace to the statute book, and as a second 
step toward the establishment of religious persecu- 
tion and intolerance. As to the provision depriving 
illegitimate children of a share in the property of 
their fathers he declared that the Spanish Inquisition 
has never done anything more cruel or inhuman. 

Senator Butler said he should be very glad to vote 
for any measure that would result in exterminating 
the evil and crime of polygamy, but in doing so he 
could not violate what he believed to be the best. 
principles of the Constitution. He thought that the 
bill did violate those principles. The provisions 
pointed out by the Senators from Missouri and 
Florida (Vest and Call) were so clearly in violation of 
the principles of the Constitution, of the rights of 
religious opinion, and of the rights of property, that 
he could not sustain it. | 

The bill passed by a vote of thirty-seven to 


thirteen. 
— e 


Mormonism Itself. 


The origin of the Sabbath, or the setting apart, as 
a day of rest, every seventh day—that is, the 7th, 
14th, 21st, and 28th, is unknown. But it was a day 
sacred to rest at a period long anterior to the time 
assigned to Moses, among the Assyrians, who were 
planet-worshipers, and was so rigidly observed that 
even the king could not ride in his chariot on that 
day. After the conquest of Babylon by Persia, and 
the substitution of the monotheism of Persia for the 
worship of the heavenly bodies, the priests, Ezra and 
Nehemiah, who conducted the emigration from Bab- 
ylon to Palestine under military protection from the 
Persian government, established monotheism and 
the observance of the Sabbath among the nativs, but 
not without great difficulty, in consequence of their 
opposition, for the emigrants intermarried with them, 
adopting to such an extent the ancient faith that 
Ezra, in his rage, tore his own hair out, while Nehe- 
miah, equally enraged but more sensible, tore out 
the hair of the backsliders. There is a reference to 
these matters in Ezekiel viii, 14-16, where the 
prophet tells us that, in the Lord’s house, “there sat 
women weeping for Tammuze,” that is, for the de- 
parture of the sun in the fall of the year. And he 
saw a greater abomination, for, “at the door of the 
temple of the Lord, between the porch and the altar, 
were about five and twenty men with their backs , 
toward the temple of the Lord, and their faces to- 
ward the east, and they worshiped the sun toward 
the east.” 

Here this people became known as Hebrews, or 
people from beyond the Euphrates. I do not know 
that there is any evidence that polygamy existed 
among them. But little is known of them till two 
centuries or three before our era, when there were 
some one or two hundred thousand of them in Alex- 
andria, showing that there must hav been a stream 
of emigration for a long period from the neighbor- 
hood of the Tigris and Euphrates, as there had been, 
at an earlier time, of the dark, not the negro, race, 
remains of which exist to this day in southwestern 
Europe. 

At the request of Ptolemy Philadelphus, a collec- 
tion of their literature was made some three centuries 
before our era, of which everything relating to them, 
from Abraham, including Moses, to Solomon, is fab- 
ulous, no such persons having lived. The names of 
& few sheiks recorded upon Assyrian monuments, 
who were taken by the kings of Assyria in their raids 
into the region of Palestine for slaves, enabled the 
priestly authors to giv a semblance of history to a 
period of a few centuries before the emigration to 
Palestine. All the fabulous stories concerning those 
imaginary polygamists from Abraham to David and 
Solomon are accepted as historical by Mormons and 
Christians, and the barbarous deity they are repre- 
sented as worshiping is adopted as God by both of 
them. But the Mormons are consistent; they wor- 
ship the God and accept his institution, polygamy. 
The Christians are inconsistent; they worship the 
God and insult him by rejecting the institution, and 
making its observanceacrime. And what is strange, 
in defiance of his command that they shall worship 
no other God, they accept and worship, as God, a 
purely imaginary man, who never married. And 
what is still more strange, capping the climax of 
inconsistency and absurdity, they adopt the religion 
of a man, Paul, who not only did not marry, or rec- 
ommend marriage, but put himself squarely on the 
record against it. 

Now, our government, which Christians say is a 
Christian government, and should recognize this 
polygamous God in its Constitution, proposes to con- 
fiscate the property of the Mormon church for its 
faithful adherence to its institution. This it has no 
constitutional right to do. But let us giv this sub- 
ject a little thought. Why should any church be 
established, or if established, allowed to exist a 
moment? Solely for the benefit of the people. Why 
has government protected the church, and why has 
church property not been taxed? Because the peo- 
ple supposed that what was claimed for churches was 
true, viz, that they would benefit the people. For. 
this is, in theory at least, a government of the people, 
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by the people, for the people, and not for the glory 
of any God, or vicar of God ; or for the creation of a 
priestly class that livs in comparativ idleness and 
luxury, by selling to ignorance the old Asiatic lies 
and superstitions on which the church was founded 
that shrouded Europe in the night of the Dark Ages, 
: murdering the thinker and his thoughts, and now, 
when it cannot murder the man, murders every 
thought that would elevate the race, as do all the 
sects that are based on the same absurdities and in- 
famies. The questionis whether the condition of the 
people is improved by any church, and that is a 
question of fact to be learned by observation.. And 
if any church is not a benefit, its property should be 
confiscated for the use and improvement of the peo- 
ple for whom it was given, and who hav, besides, an 
equitable claim upon it, in consideration of the taxes 
which, through false representations, they hav remit- 
ted for its support.. i 
Thus this question of Mormonism, or polygamy, 
should be decided on its own merits, after comparing 
the Mormons with other religionists, whose creeds 
and conduct are based upon the Bible, here and. now, 
and not with what may be supposed to hav happened 
in Asia thousands of years ago. And it is well to 
remember when we are told that there are many 
unhappy and degraded women in Utah, that they hav 
been recruited largely from Europe, and what are the 
natural fruit of sixteen centuries of Christian suprem- 
acy and Christian moral and religious teachings, and 
that the Mormon women enter into the marriage re- 
lation as voluntarily às do women where polygamy is 
unknown, and if maltreated, a Mormon woman should 
hav the same redress as though she were the sole wife. 
. Of course the suffering of a first wife may be 
. intense when a second is taken. But when a third is 
taken, she must enjoy the punishment of her rival. 
All this she must hav considered before entering into 
the relation. And she understands the nature of the 
attraction of her rival, and that her triumph must be 
temporary. But she is not turned out of doors. She 
has her house and her children, and is provided for. 
She is not driven into -the streets, like a discarded 
mistress, to lead a degraded life which she can escape 
only by suicide. i 
From all that I can learn of the condition of Mor- 
mon women—and I hav read the report of many of 
Miss .Kate Field’s leetures—I am surprised that 
women in Eastern cities hav any tears. left to shed 
over their condition, when they cannot walk a block 
without seeing evidence of the greater degradation 
_ and suffering of women in their own neighborhoods ; 
nor take up a paper that does not contain heart- 
rending accounts of the pitiful condition of women 
who work sixteen hours a day, earning only fifty 
cents, in tenements unfit for a human being, with 
rent to pay and sometimes children to support, ex- 
posed to summer’s heat and winters cold, and 
able to buy only the poorest food, for which they pay 
the highest prices. Read this suggestiv item from a 
Brooklyn paper. An unknown girl committed suicide. 
A newspaper notice brought a hundred women to 
see if it was the missing daughter of either of them. 
But I do not consider Kate Field an unbiased 
witness. And her example tells as strongly against 
monogamy as do her words against polygamy. Were 
she married, her married friends would confide to 
her griefs as heartrending as anything she heard in 
Utah. Her grandmother I knew well, and hav passed 
many pleasant evenings at her house. She had been 
an actress, and must hav been very attractiv when 
young. But she was not.a convert to St. Paul’s non- 
sense, as I suppose Kate is—that “the unmarried 
woman carethfor the things of the Lord, but she 
that is married careth for the things of this world” 
—for she was the mother of a large family. “Hence 
Miss Kate, who appeals in behalf of Mormon women, 
though herself a “lone, lorn ereetur," finds attentiv 
hearers. And here I submit that if Paul's mother 
could hav known how he would turn out, she would 
not hav raised him. But I shed no tears over the 
present aspect of the Mormon question. It is the 
entering wedge of the great question of the confisca- 
tion of all church property, which must some day 
come before the country; and I rejoice at hearing the 
ringing blows of.the party leaders driving it home. 
For the largest church in the Union exists, not for 
the benefit of the people, but for exalting a foreign 
potentate, who claims their spiritual and temporal 
allegiance, and in his last encyclical requires their 
obedience to the priests, who are his servants. And 
the title of the large block of real estate which the 
city governments, exceeding their power, hav given 
to this church is not in the people from whom it was 
stolen, but in the bishops whom he appoints, and 
the money yearly given under various pretenses is 
not to educate their people in republicanism, who 
hav no conception of what it means, but to increase 
the number of his subjects. When the press, con- 
scious of its power and its consequent responsibility, 
shall devote itself to enlightening the people as to 
their rights and duties—for the press is an educator, 
and upon it depends the future of our country—in- 
stead of wasting time, ink, and paper in advocating 
the claims of lawyers—who, if the best judges of the 
forms of legislation, are the worst possible judges of 
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its spirit—to legislatures, governorships, and presi- 
dencies, the people will confiscate the property of all 


useless churches, converting their buildings into 


halls of science. For scientists are the reformers of 
our day. Then we shall liv, not under a government 
of the people by lawyers, for the benefit of lawyers, 
but under a government of the people, by the people, 
for the people, and may it never perish from the 


earth. J. S. 
_ oo —— —— 


McArthur to the Rev. L. A. Lambert. 


Drax Sre: In Tue Trove Seexer of February 5th, 
ult., I addressed an article to you, and up to date 
hav not been favored with an answer, unless I am 
to consider the following editorial, which appeared 
in the Catholic Union and Times, of Buffalo, Feb- 
ruary 10th, to be your rejoinder: 

WHO IS HE? 

Who is this ** McArthur,” anyway, who fills an entire page 
of the current TRUTH SEEKER, trying to bring himself for- 
ward as an Infidel champion vs. Father Lambert? 

Does he come forth as an accredited representativ of Infi- 
delity ? Are the unbelieving scoffers willing to confide their 
cause to him, and to accept the result of a public discussion 
with this gentleman, so that in his defeat they will ac- 
knowledge theirs? Or is he, rather, some obscure little blas- 
phemer whose vanity thus seeks notoriety, and whose defeat 
would be altogether ignored by the rest of the gang? It 
appears that during the past two- years McArthur has been 
continually annoyed by hearing of the “Notes.” At last, 
he tells us, “I boughs the book, determined that when it 
had carried conviction to my heart,” etc. 

Thou little Infidel blockhead! Conviction is not carried to 
the heart. It belongs to the head. The intellect is con- 
vinced; the heart is persuaded. Conviction is produced by 
reasoning; persuasion by appeals to the passions. 

If this be a specimen of McArthur's precision of expres- 
sion, we warn him, in all charity, to hav nothing whatever 
to do with Father Lambert. 

Am I to consider this your answer, or is it only 
another effusion from the Rev. Patrick Cronin? Hav 
you placed your case in his hands? Surely the 
author of “Thesaurus Biblieus," “a mountain of 
scholarly research and patient toil" might hav 
secured a more able defender. 

I am asked if I come forward “as an accredited 
representativ of Infidelity,” etc. There was no de- 
mand of this kind in your challenge. You state that 
you hold yourself responsible to any Infidel who 
may come forward. So Pat Cronin has been as inju- 
dicious in this editorial as he was in his preface to 
your * Notes,” where, by placing you on a pedestal, 
he made you a butt. : 

What is a representativ Infidel? Does Pat. know 
what Infidelity means? Does he know it is simpl a 
geographical question, and if it were possible to tal 
a correct census of the real opinions of the itlidBi- 
ants of this country, it is very possible that Cathol- 
icism might be called Infidelity? Suppose every In- 
fidel in the world agreed on any given person as 
their champion, what would it amount to? Who 
would be able to come forward to meet him as a rep- 
resentativ Catholie? Surely neither yourself nor 
Pat, for this is the particular domain of Mr. Pecci, 
residing in Rome, Italy, and he is very jealous of his 
assumed rights. His co-religionists do not represent 
either themselvs. or even a single idea without Mr. 
Pecci’s permission. 

One Dr. McGlynn, of New York—possibly Pat 
may hav heard of him—gave his private opinion, the 
other day, on & land question, and Mr. Pecci quietly 
squelched him. So if Pat had good sense he would 
not hav asked that question. 

Pat says: “Conviction is not carried to the heart. 
It belongs to the head.” Physiologically speaking 
he is correct, but from a Catholic standpoint he is 
wrong. Pat should brush up his theology and study 
the fundamentals of your latest form of worship, the 
Sacred Heart, which was revealed by Jesus Christ to 
Saint Marguerite Marie A-la-Coque. Don’t look in 
your French dictionary for the meaning of the term. 
At what theological seminary did Pat study that he 
should display such ignorance? He ought to know 
that this whole country has been dedicated to the 
Sacred Heart, and I therefore used it in a purely 
Catholic sense. l 

“But,” says he, “the intellect is convinced.” Show 
me & Catholie who has been convinced in this man- 
ner! Do Catholics think? I opine not. If Father 
Pat were able to write an original article, and, were to 
astonish his readers by printing it, Mr. Pecci would 
interfere at once, and Pat would be bounced. 

Catholicism is founded on faith, and that alone, and 
Butler’s Catechism defines it as “a divine virtue by 
which we firmly believe what God has taught.” 

“How do you know with certainty what God has 
taught ?” - . 

‘By the authority of his church, which is the pil- 
lar and ground of truth." 

It is related of St. Denis, of France, that he suf- 
fered martyrdom by decapitation andas his head rolled 
off, the body followed it, and, stooping, the hands 
gathered it to the breast, and the legs quietly walked 
off a distance of two miles. For this he was canon- 
ized, and a would-be convert, studying this peculiar 
and unusual phenomenon, was urged by the reverend 
exhorter to say if she believed it. “Father,” she an- 
swered, “I pray God night and morning to grant me 
grace to believe that the legs took the first step.” 


So the original question resolves itself back to 
convincing Mr. Pecci, and then Pat will immediately 
fall into line and claim he was convinced through his 
* intellect.” 

I thank him kindly for his charitable warning. 
History is full of examples of Catholic charity toward 
Infidels, and I always question the inner motivs of a 
priest when he bases his advice on that virtue. 
Timeo Danaos et dona ferentis. No pun intended. 

So much for Father Pat. Meguiescat in pace. 

Now, my dear Father Lambert, as you are the ob- - 
jectiv point, let us to business. Your challenge was 
open to all, and was accepted by me. It is true I 
threw ridicule on your “ Notes,” for I did not then 
and do not now understand them. 

When you stated that the Mississippi carried its 
waters up “a perpendicular distance of five miles,” I 
merely objected to the phraseology, not the alleged 
fact ; for that loose way of putting it might be pro- 
ductiv of mischief, as I could see Pat Cronin, after 
the term “ perpendicular” had been explained, writ- 
ing an editorial and claiming that the Mississippi was 
nothing more nor less than an inverted Niagara 
Falls on a grander scale, and giving you as his 
authority. 

My objection to your quoting Orestes A. Brownson's 
opinion was, that if it should be handed down to 
posterity, the reincarnationist of the future would 
quote it as incontestable evidence that Tertullian had 
revisited this earth. .| 

And thus I might go on through the entire “ Notes.” 
So, if you occupy an unenviable position, you can 
only thank Pat, for you allowed an irresponsible 
party to write a glowing eulogy, and being fully per- 
suaded by him that your “Notes” would never fall 
into the hands of any one who would take the trouble 


‘to seriously consider them, you added a challenge 


which, if the publishers’ statement be correct, has 
been repeated 125,000 times. 

I accepted the challenge, and you shield yourself 
behind your friend, and answer in an editorial filled 
with low, coarse, vulgar terms. 

So, as there is & disinclination to meet me, as per 
your own proposition, I will make you another offer. 

Mr. J. E. Remsburg, an Infidel lecturer, will meet 
you in Buffalo, and argue in public the merits of your 
system. An expert and reliable stenographer will be 
selected by disinterested parties to report the argu- 
ments verbatim et literatim, and the Truth Seeker 
Company will publish them in pamphlet. In order 
that there may be no question as to my sincerity, 
immediately on your acceptance, I will place in the - 
hands of the editor of Tas Truru Szexrr a Sum of 
money sufficient to cover all contingent expenses, 
such as hiring the hall and stenographer, paying ad- 
vertising, etc., etc., and will make any other equitable 
arrangements you may suggest, and if you will agreo 
to meet Mr. Remsburg for five evenings, I will for- 
ward to the committee of arrangements a certified 
check for one hundred dollars, to be paid you at the 
completion of the contract. 

I hav been impelled to this because I hav been 
assured by some of your personal friends that on sev- 
eral occasions you hav expressed yourself as more 
than anxious to meet an Infidel. I hav before mea 
letter from one of them, with same initials as your 
own, in which Infidelity is sneered at, and Infidels 
described as fleeing before “an obscure country 
pastor.” 

I hav tried in-vain to satisfy the writers that you 
will not argue these questions, for I know from ex- 
perience that gentlemen of your cloth never come to 
the front unless their adversary be handicapped. 

So it will be my business to see that these admirers 
of yours receive a copy of this letter; and in event of 
no answer, it will remain for you to giv them good 
and sufficient reasons for your backdown. 

I tell you plainly, you must either meet Mr. Rems- 
burg, or withdraw the challenge from the “ Notes ;” 
else you will be stripped of the lion’s skin in which 
you hav been masquerading for the past two years. 

Awaiting an answer at your earliest, convenience, I 
am, . Yours truly,  — McAnrruvr. 

————9-499——————— 
Evolutions Perfect Work. 

Irreligion is the goal toward which we are all hastening. 
And, after all, why should not humanity be able to do with- 
out dogmas? Speculation would replace religion. With the 


more advanced among the peoples dogmas are now displaced 
by the working of the intelligence, which breaks and dis- 
‘perses these incrustations of the mind. In France we are 
already irreligious for the most part; the workingman be- 
lieves little more than the savant; he has his little stock of 
ideas of his own, more or less profound and ingenuous, upon 
which he livs, without feeling the want of the priest's assist- 
ance. In Germany the work of the decomposition of dogmas 
is also much advanced. In England it is beginning; but it 
proceeds quickly. Christianity seems to be everywhere 
making way naturally for Freethought. Buddhism and 
Hindooism likewise. In India a large proportion of the in- 
telligent are Freethinkers; in China there is no state relig- 
ion. Yes, it will be long; but religion is doomed. For 
Europe one can even now imagin the time when it will hav 
disappeared. . . . There is certainly one black point, 
which is Islam. Oh, those Turks! what narrow minds! 
Rebellious to open argument, enemies of all that is not the 
perfect equilibrium of the literal faith! How can such peo- 
ple be made to understand reason? . . . After all, if they 
will not follow us, one can do without them. Yes, I believe 
one will be obliged to do without them.—M. Ernest Renan. 
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REMOVAL. 


Taur Trutn Szexer Bookstore is now at 28 Lafayette 
Place, three doors below the Astor Library. Lafayette 
"Place runs parallel with, and one block east of Broadway, 
between the latter street and the Bowery. Lafayette Place 
begins at Great Jones street, and continues northward to 
Astor Place. For a week or ten days longer the Editor 
will be found at 88 Clinton Place. : 

Our new quarters are most commodious, consisting of a 
large store and basement, and a new building in the rear 
for a printing-office and editorial rooms. The old place has 
long since been too small for the transaction of our rapidly 
growing book trade, and though moving is a task of diffi- 
' culty, we were forced to find more room. The Truth Seeker 
Company has secured a long lease of the premises in La- 
fayette Place, where we hope to meet all our old friends 
and many new ones. 

The neighborhood is very religious and literary, but we 
hope to survive the former fault and add to the latter good 
quality. At the corner of Great Jones street is St. Joseph's 
Union and the Mission of the Immaculate Virgin. A little 
nearer us are the Christian Union and the Church Press. 
North of us is the Churchman, while just opposit our place 
the Episcopalians are fitting up a house for clergymen who 
hav become disabled through undue attendance to their 
ministerial duties. The street is full of religion, but with 
the aid of the Astor Library and Watson Heston’s pictures 
we hope to be able to reform it. 


Come and see us. 
EE 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL. 


This elegant yearly publication is now being scattered over 
the country by the hundred. It would hav been scattered 
before, in response to the very generous orders received, 
could we hav prevailed upon the mechanics employed in its 
preparation to make a little haste. 

However, the ALMANAO is well worth waiting for. Aside 
from the regular resumés of the Freethought year, we hav 
had compiled for this issue of the ANNUAL a complete collec- 
tion of the Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of all the 
states and territories of the United States. This is a most 
important work, and has been performed by a competent 
lawyer of this city. Freethinkers can by it see at once under 
what disabilities they rest, and we predict that they will be 
astounded at the mass of religious legislation upon’ the 
statute books of the various states. Some curious and in- 
famous laws hav been unearthed by the researches of our 
lawyer. How many know, for instance, that in Connecticut/s 
Code of 1642 blasphemy was punishable by death, and was 
80 punishable even after the Revolutionary war—till 1784— 
when the penalty was changed to whipping on the naked 
body, not exceeding forty stripes, and sitting in the pillory 
one hour? At present—since 1821—the penalty is a fine of 
one hundred dollars, imprisonment for not more than a year, 
and the heretic may also be compelled to giv bonds that he 
will not again so offend the kind-hearted Christians. Da- 

. kota describes blasphemy as '' casting contumelious reproach 
or profane ridicule upon God, Jesus Christ, the Holy Ghost, 
the holy scriptures, or the Christian religion,” and it is a mis- 
demeanor unless it shall appear beyond question that such 
language is used in serious discussion. Delaware puts re- 
Jigion into ber constitution, has strict Sunday and blasphemy 
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laws, and ignores the federal Constitution and tramples upon 
right by compelling every county to pay to each Sunday-schoo] 
fifty cents annually for each white scholar in theschool. The 
negroes may pay their own Sunday-school bills. Maine has 
two years’ imprisonment for the bold man who shall deny that 
God created, governs, and will finally judge the world. Any- 
one who profanely speaks of the trinity in Maryland may be 
placed in jail for six months. Massachusetts has a blas- 
phemy law very nearly like New Jersey's, with which the 
readers of Tug TRUTH SEEKER are well acquainted. Other 
states hav equally unjust legal discrimination against Free- 
thinkers, and the Sunday legislation is enormous. Thecom- 
pilation occupies forty-five of the large ANNUAL pages, in 
small type. 

Other contents of the ANNUAL are a story by Si Slokum 
entitled ** The Parson," an article on the right to testify by 
Frederic May Holland, a poem by D. Louis Bodge, anda 
plentiful selection of choice pictures from D. M. Bennett's 
account ef his trip around the world and Miss Wixon's 
“Story Hour.” 


Missionary Misrepresentation. 

One of the ways by which the Christian historians, 
missionaries, and theologians deceive the common 
people is well shown by the following. It is froma 
daily paper, condensed from a religious organ: 

“The Rev. Jonathan Crossett, who for seventeen years 
has been a missionary in China, says that one section of China 
is still untouched by the missionaries—the Mongols living to 
the north and west. The Mongols go down to Lassa in Tibet 


as to a Mecca, and (1) evidence can be fóund among them of 
the teachings of the early Christians. They are the most 


'| tenacious as to their religion of any people whom he had 


ever met. Their deity is called Borhan, or ‘‘ light,” and 
their belief—Lamaism—(2) is founded upon tenets held by 
all Christians. They observe (3) one day in every seven, and 
although they (4) worship idols, they hav (6) Ten Command- 
ments similar to the Biblical commandments, and (6) their 
system of morals is very high.” 


1. Lamaism is founded upon Buddhism, and is 
the political expression of that religion. Lamaism is 
a few hundred years older than Christianity. 

2. Lamaism is founded upon tenets held by Chris- 
tians only so far as Christians hav borrowed from 
Buddhism. Buddha was born six hundred and 
twenty-four years before Christ was. 

{> The keeping of one dayin seven is not peculiarly 
ewish. or Christian. The practice is older than 
either historical Judaism or Christianity. 

4. The * worship" of idols is the same in China as 
among Catholics—that is, the idols represent the 
deities as & statue of the Virgin Mary represents the 
supposed mother of Christ, and are “ worshiped” 
with the same feelings. 

5. The commandments of the Mongols are from 
Buddha, not from Moses, and are not copied. It is 
by no means certain that the scribes who “ restored” 
the Pentateuch did not borrow from Buddha. 

6. The idea that morals are founded upor Chris- 
tianity is one of the most baseless in the world. The 
morals of Eastern countries (before the missionaries 
get there) are superior to the morals of the Western 
countries. No people hav been so immoral as those 
of Christian countries—England, France, and Italy. 
The gilded vices of the Roman empire were virtue 
itself compared with the saturnalia of Europe when 
the Catholic church was supreme. For beastliness 
nothing could excel the revels of the popes, arch- 
bishops, and priests, and kings and courtiers of the 
Middle Ages. When Columbus returned to Spain 
from the West Indies, his sailors brought s dreadful 
venereal disease, contracted from the nativ women of 
a hot climate. Previous to that it had never been 
known in Europe. Within a few years it was the 
pestilence of Europe, and afflicted almost the entire 
population, from king and pope to beggar and priest. 
If Christianity is practical morality, then there were 
no Christians when Christianity ruled the world, and 
the religion has spread very little since—among 
Christians. Morality is the common property of all 
people, and not the exclusiv possession of any sect. 
Morality does not proceed from religious tenets, but 
from the experience of the race. And the Christian 
system certainly did not originate it. As Professor 
Huxley says, “If the Stoics and the Jews revoked 
their bequest, the moral property of Christianity 
would realize very little.” For the ministers of a 
system of religion that is borrowed in every essential 
dogma, from the creation to the resurrection, to ex- 
press surprise at finding morality outside of their 
creed, is 8 mountainous exhibition of assurance. 

But it will never do—neither do we expect it—for 
those whose living depends upon keeping up the 

huge imposture of “onr particular superstition” jo 


tell the truth about neighboring older religions, 
Though the grave-clothes of Eastern superstitions 
were the swaddling-wraps of Christianity, the people 
must not know it, or the colleetion boxes and pews 
of all the churches would soon be empty. 
1 OO 


Private Societies. 

The viciously irrepressible agent of the soapboiler 
of John street is at work in Albany upon the legisla- 
ture. The bill he is endeavoring. to hav passed is 
substantially the same as the one vetoed by Governor 
Hill last winter, and is leveled at those who make, sell, 
and advertise proprietary medicins, the publishers 
and sellers of such books as Dr. Foote's “Plain 
Home Talk" Prof. Burt Wilder's “What Young 
Folks Should Know,” Mrs. Shepherd’s “ For Girls,” 
and publishers of newspapers or magazines contain- 
ing accounts of “deeds of bloodshed, or crime,” or 
s disgusting ” matter. 

The bill is as vicious as the agent, and should 
never become a law. The books it aims to suppress 
are, many of them, of the highest physiological value, 
such as Dr. Foote's volume; and the law would be 
intolerable in its bearing upon newspapers. The 
Sun, the World, the Times, would all be at the 
mercy of a stupid jury—and New York juries are 
about the stupidest. in the world; the. Zribune, the 
most conservativ.paper in. the city; could. never pub- 
lish its London dispatches: when-some ‘divorce suit is 


giving to New’ York:‘society a full account of the 


"of that English ‘aristocracy it so 
atingly imitates. .Should the bill 
become & law. daily newspaper in the state would 
be safe from. prosecution —medioal, publishers would 
be at the mercy of the soapboiler's agent, and any 
publisher could be put in jail who printed what the 
agent and a jury think “disgusting.” 

It is time for these private societies to hav their 
charters taken away. They are not needed in the 
administration of law, and they almost invariably 
serve the private ends of their agents and officers. 
The Society for the Suppression of Vice is the worst 
of the lot, because its president is the most bigoted, 
its treasurer the stupidest, its agent the most un- 
principled. But all of them—Crosby’s Society for 
the Prevention of Crime, Gerry’s Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Children, even Henry 
Bergh’s Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to An- 
imals—Aare maliciously used by the agents for private 
ends. A good case in point is the arrest last week 
of the officer of the Charity Organization of the City | 
of New York—an organization that of all others 
should do noble work. But on Wednesday of last . 
week its agent—a man formerly employed by Gerry’s 
society—was proven to hav caused the imprisonment 
of an honest woman, then to hav secured her dis- 
charge, which he kept in his pocket till her friends 
raised twenty-five dollars for himself. This, it has 
now been found, is not his first crime. He has long 
been. practicing the same game. He would arrest 
poor persons ignorant of the law, it is said, and 
hav them imprisoned on some trivial complaint. 
Then he would negotiate with them or their friends 
for their release, and, as charged, in the event of sat- 
isfactory terms being made, he would. prevail upon 
the commissioners to commute the sentence of his 
victims. This agent has also been arrested for steal- 
ing an overcoat, and for a long time his photograph 
disgraced the Rogue’s Gallery at police headquarters. 

The underhand, sneaking work of these societies 
compels the employment of men of unscrupulous 
character, coarse-grained, brutal, and dishonest. No 
gentleman would accept the position of agent of one 
of these societies, though the salaries are large. The 
work is too dirty and mean. So’ it happens that the 
men who do accept the position are the very worst 
possible ones to perform the delicate and diseriminat- 
ing task.of prosecuting the right people. “Clothed 
with little brief authority,” they become despots 
over the ignorant ones with whom they come in con- 
tact, and & meritorious action by one of these agents 
is an exception so rare as not to affect the rule. 

The rightful legal machinery of New York is ex- - 
tensiv enough to punish all real criminals, and care 
for all cases of genuin distress. These societies cre- 
ate crimes by special laws for the sake of punishing 
them. Their work is not. only supererogatory but 
cruel, and the motivs of the societies are generally 
religiously puritanical fanaticism. Individual mem- 
bers of the societies may possibly mean well, but 
they are deceived by the agents whose bread and 
butter depend upon the existence of the society. It 
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is safe to say that not one of the private societies 
of this city is necessary to morality, charity, or kind- 
ness to either animals or children. Every one of 
them should be killed, and the work performed by 
the proper officers chosen by the people. 

But if there is one over another of these societies 
that is the incarnation of reckless tyranny, it is the 


soapboiler’s of John street. 
— 


Clerical Paupers. 


In the Interstate Commerce bill passed by the 
present Congress there is a prohibition of reduced 
fares. Railroad managers are not allowed to cut 
rates for drummers, theatrical troupes, nor for other 
classes of travelers who usually obtain favorable 
rates of transportation. The attorney-general has 
decided also that passes are prohibited. The single 
exception is in favor of “ ministers of religion.” - 

Of course everyone knows that Congress cannot 
legally giv money to ministers from the public treas- 
ury. Why should it put its pious hands into the 
pockets of the railroads and take out cash? Minis- 
ters everywhere obtain half-fare rates over railroads, 
through the “courtesy” of general ticket-agents, but 
why should Congress make the custom a law ? 

We are told that ministers of the gospel are 


usually underpaid, and that their small salaries in| 


country places will not stand the drain of railroad 

. travel. Very well; then let them stay at home, or 
seek some profession that pays better. But the rea- 
son is not a good one. If everyone of small means 
should be given half-fare rates, the cars would be 
crowded with semi-deadheads. And should not the 
honest, hardworking mechanic be treated with as 
much “courtesy” as the “ pastoral-call” making 
minister? A mechanic’s labors are of infinitly more 
value to the community than the labors of the 
clergy, and there is no good reason why he should 

. not be recognized. The average wage of the clergy, 
taking the country by and large, is about $600 per an- 
num, supplemented by presents of food and fuel, which 
help along wonderfully. The average wage of the 
laborer is much less, about $400 per annum, and he 
has to buy his food and fuel. For Congress to giv 
one class half-fare rates and compel the other to pay 
full rates is an outrage. 

The custom is a survival from the time when 
church and state were united—when the minister 
was thought by the community to amount to some- 
thing. That time having gone by, ancient customs 
should be dropped. 

9 — — — 
The Sham of “Jeffersonian Democracy." 


The Young Men’s Democratic Club of Brooklyn 
celebrated the anniversary of Washington’s birth 
with a dinner complete in itself and happy in its 
effects upon the eaters. The great Democrats of the 
state were there, but the Mugwumps and Republicans 
were absent. 

After the dinner came the speeches as usual. The 
orator of the evening was David B. Hill, governor of 
the state, and the next morning Democratic daily pa- 
pers reported his speech in full, because it was crowded 

with “Jeffersonian doctrin.” This Jeffersonian doc- 
trin is the conjuring-phrase of the Democrats of this 
part of the country, and they twist it around to mean 
anything they want, from removing officials of oppo- 
sit political faith to marking out a policy for the 
party. Jefferson, according to Mr. Hill, was the em- 
bodiment of all wisdom, all patriotism, all statesman- 


‘ship; and to the sage of Monticello was given the. 


_ honor of originating and organizing the Democratic 
party. 

All this praise is deserved. Jefferson, without 
doubt, was the ablest of the early presidents—a man 
of clear sight and logical mind. It is not to criticise 
Governor Hill for his estimate of the character and 
qualifications of Jefferson that we mention this meet- 
ing, but to call to mind the truth that while Demo- 
crats so loudly praise Jefferson, and pretend: to fol- 
low his lead, they really are, at least in this state, 
violating his most cherished principles. 

Thomas Jefferson believed that church and state 
should be kept separate. He did not believe that 
religion should be supported from the public treas- 


ury. He made religion an entirely private affair.. 


Along with his wine bill he jotted down in his 
accounts the money given to the gospel, and he gave 
this, as he bought the wine, for the use and dignity 
of the president. Personally he was a Materialist, 
, 8nd completely repudiated the doctrins of the Chris- 


tian church. During the eight years he was presi- 
dent, not; a single religious proclamation did he issue. 
Explaining this omission, he said: * know it will 
giv great offense to the clergy, but the advocate of 
religious freedom is to expect neither peace nor for- 
givness from them.” OF priests he wrote: “In 
every country and in every age the priest has been 
hostil to liberty ; he is always in alliance with the 
despot, abetting his abuses in return for protection 
to his own." Jefferson’s opinion of the clergy was 
that they are a bad and useless lot; but whether they 
are good or ill, he held that the state can hav no call 
to support them. 7 

It is to these principles that we wish to call the 
attention of the Democratic panegyrists of Jefferson, 
and particularly the attention of the Tammany Hall 
party of this city, of which Governor Hill is one. 
That party is the loudest in sounding the praises of 
Jefferson, and its orators are rivals in announcing 
their adherence to the “good old Jeffersonian doc- 
trins.” Yet Tammany Hall would be sat down upon 
very hard by Thomas Jefferson, were he alive to-day. 
The Hall is run in the interests of Catholicism, and 
the Romish archbishop of the diocese has a thousand 
times more influence in electing Democratic city 
officials than hav the principles of Thomas Jefferson. 

And how is it at Albany, where Governor Hill con- 
trols his party? Millions of dollars a year are given 
the clergy, under one pretense or another—donations 
to. religion manufactories, called charitable institu- 
tions; exemptions from. publie. burdens, and round 
fees for long-faced prayers !.- What would Thomas 
Jefferson say of the two millions annually given to the 
churches of New York city, and of the millions given 
to the other churches of the state? What would he 
say of the Freedom of Worship bill, which would 
turn state. institutions into hot-beds of Roman 
Catholic superstition? What would he say of the 
bill now before the New York legislature dividing the 
school money of the state—raised by impartial taxa- 
tion—between the public schools and the schools of 
the church? He would denounce them, one and all, 
as cunning schemes of “the hierophants of our par- 
ticular superstition for molding the minds of the 
people as wax in the hollow of their hands.” 

But did we hear a word of this from the lips of 
Governor Hill at the dinner of the Young Men’s 
Democratic Club? Not one.: There were epithets 
hurled at “iron-clad, rockbibbed Republican Rhode 
Island,” lamentations that the two Republican sena- 
tors from Nevada should prevent the Democrats from 
having a majority in our “house of lords,” plenty of 
spread-eagle buncombe on. all subjects, but not a 
word upon matters in the adjustment of which true 
statesmanship is demanded. The truth is, there is 
no principle in the dominant. political parties of to- 
day. Their platforms are traps to catch votes ; their 
orators speak honeyed words to win votes; their 
law-making is all for votes. The legislature of this 
state this week hung a woman for votes. Two weeks 
ago Congress passed. an interstate commerce bill for 
votes, only one of the provisions of which congress- 
men seem to be interested in—the provision about 
free passes. 

We confess to a feeling of disappointment in Gov- 
ernor Hills speech. He did such admirable service 
last winter in vetoing one of Comstock’s schemes 
that we expected better things from him than from 
the average politician, who is chiefly a compound of 
self-assurance and ignorance. Jeffersonian Demo- 
crats of the present day use Jefferson’s name as a 
shibboleth, without knowing much about Jefferson’s 


ideas. 
_— oo 


Editorial Notes. 


Tue articles in the Forum bearing the title, ** How I Was 
Educated,” are to be followed by & series entitled, ‘‘ Books 
That Hav Helped Me." -The first paper will be by Edward 
Everett Hale, and will appear in March. 


tt ANTIOHBIST,' in this week's TRUTH SEEKER, tells how 
Christ descended into hell, and what he did there. But the 
whole story is apocryphal, and a more rational answer to 
the question, ** What did Christ do in hell ?" would be, ** He 
played poker with the devil.” - i 


SAM Joxzs preached a sermon in Toronto week before last 
of which a synopsis only filled two and a quarter columns of 
the weekly Globe. There were just six ideas in the whole of 
it, and five of the six were foolish. Jones’s sermons are pe- 
culiarly well fitted for a Canadian Christian audience. 


Tax editor of the Clyde Democrat, published at Clyde, 
N. Y.,is hereby informed that the story he prints, purport- 
ing to be a conversation between Col. R. G. Ingersoll and H. 
W. Beecher upon religion, js a Be from top to bottom. Mr. 


Ingersoll and Mr. Beecher never conversed upon religious 
matters. We state this upon the authority of the Rev. 
Henry W. Beecher. 


Watson Hesron requests us to print a notice like this : 
** All who are interested in Taz TRUTH SEEKER cartoons will 
confer a favor on the undersigned if they will send portraits, 
newspaper cuts, engravings, or photos of prominent church. 
men and other queer and crooked characters to Watson Hes- 
ton, Carthage, Mo." 


We are gratified to hear that the National Labor Union at 
its recent congress in Cincinnati listened patiently and appre- 
ciativly to Taz TRUTH SzzxER's vigorous and engaging cor- 
respondent, Dr. Juliet H. Severance, of Milwaukee. Dr. 
Severance is one of the ablest of the woman-suffragists, and 
8 most earnest labor reformer. 


Mr. LENNON, a New Jersey legislator, has introduced a 
bill in the legislature of his state which ** provides that here- 


‘after no day in the week or in the year shall be set apart or 


designated wherein it shall be unlawful for the citizens or 
inhabitants of this state to carry on their legitimate business.” 
There is small danger that so sensible a bill will become a 
law in a state where a man is indicted for blasphemy for de- 
fending the Christian deity. 


Tsx Rev. Mr. Agnew, Roman Catholic priest, of Chi- 
cago, has announced that no child of his parish will be 
allowed to make the first communion unless an attendant of 
the parochial school. The order is intended to force all chil- 
dren of Catholic parents to attend the priest’s school, because 
at public schools the children do not develop a religious and 
spiritual life, while at parochial schools this development is 
first attended to.. Parents may judge by this of the relativ 
value of the two schools. 


Ir is reported of Mr. Huxley that while recently talking to 
8 circle of personal friends, some one suggested to him that 
there might possibly be a heaven where compensation would 
be made for the sufferings of people while on this earth. 
And now the religious press is scandalized by this reply: 
** Oh, this idea of being sent up to heaven to sit on a damp 
cloud and sing hymns—what sort of a compensation is that ? 
Does it make amends to me for the suffering I hav endured 
here, and the suffering I hav been obliged to entail on my 
children ?" 


A Mr. pz Liste, Roman Catholic, has blocked the bill in 
the English Parliament giving Atheists the right to affirm 
when taking a seat in the House of Commons. Mr. Brad- 
laugh delicately suggests that perhaps some of Mr. de Lisle's 
constituents will ‘‘ remind him that it is only a few years ago 
that a Roman Catholic was excluded by statute from Parlia- 
ment, and that it is only very lately that the spirit of preju- 
dice has been sufficiently broken to permit English Roman 
Catholics to obtain suffrages sufficient to return them to the 
House of Commons." 


A rEW weeks since we found this paragraph in the New 
York Sun: 

“ Harry Edwards, of Wilkesbarre, was a member of the Salvation 
Army, but he fell from grace, and went back to his wicked ways. 
The other night he went to a meeting of the Army and scoffed, and 
some say blasphemed. Then suddenly he said : “I cannot see! I 
cannot see !” and he has been blind since. Many think he has been 
visited with divine wrath.” 

Wilkesbarre, Pa., must hav been meant, as there is only 
one town of that name in the country, and as we happen to 
be acquainted with one of the prominent manufacturers of 
the place, Mr. J. R. Perry, the paragraph was sent to him. 
He writes: ‘‘ There is not a word of truth in that paragraph. 
I hav made inquiry, and can find of no such person or cir- 
cumstance. If such an occurrence had taken place, it would 
hav been in all our city papers, but I hav not noticed any- 
thing, nor any comment, which would hav been made by 
them. Well, you may set it down as a salvation lie, but not- 
withstanding that, it will no doubt travel through al] the pub- 
lic sheets devoted to such superstition, to the ends of the 
earth, and its falsity will scarcely overtake it, because 
journalism is becoming rather loose in moral principles. All 
that we can do is to deny it for the benefit of those who can 
appreciate it, and who will the more detest such methods of 
proselyting through appeals to cautiousness."* 


Hon. J. W. Axzns, state superintendent of public instruc- 
tion of Iowa, has given this opinion for the guidance of teach- 
ers on the question of religious exercises in the public schools 
in that state. He says: ''The teaching of the catechism or 
the tenets of any religious denomination by a public school- 
teacher, in a school-house erected, equipped, and maintained 
by public taxation, is contrary to the letter and spirit of our 
constitution and laws. The exercises of a public school 
should not, and cannot, be legally increased or diminished 
nor in any manner influenced by religious teaching. The 
presumption is, and we think the courts would hold, that 
when a teacher is required to giv such instruction, either be- 
fore the regular exercises of his school begin, or after they 
are concluded, his labors hav thereby been increased, for 
which added service he is compensated from the public 
funds. This is clearly unauthorized and illegal. The 
electors of a school district may permit their school-houses 
to be opened and used for religious meetings and literary so- 
cieties, provided they are of such a nature, so conducted, 
and held at such times as not to conflict with the primary 
object for which the houses are intended. But the teaching 
of catechisms and the peculiar doctrins of a religious denom- 
ination, by a public school-teacher in a public school-house, 
either preceding or following the exercises of the public 
school, tends strongly to convert our common schools into 
sectarian and religious schools, and should therefore be pro- 


hibited.” 
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Letters from. LSriends. 


. MEoHANICSVILLE, Feb. 10, 1887. 
Mr. Epitor: Please find inclosed $7—$5 of which, accord- 
ing to your generous offer, will pay for my subscription to 
March 17, 1888. The other $2 in addition you can use where 
you think it will do the most good. GILES CHASE. 


Monteomery, Feb. 11, 1887. 
Mr. Eprron: I wish to convey to you in as few words as 
possible my almqst entire satisfaction in the way you hav of 
conducting your paper. There is once in a while a picture, 
ifI were its editor, I believe I would not put in. Some of 
them are grand, such as the *'* Mockery of Faith.” Oh, what 
stunning blows they do strike! Do not stop my paper. 
W. T. GALLOWAY. 


Jan. 17, 1884. 
Mr. Eprtor: Permit me to say I congratulate you for 
your just and humane course regarding those in bonds in Chi- 
cago. THE TRUTH SEEKER is and ought to be the laboring 
man's defender against all ‘‘ mad-dog ” stigmas and cries of 
“ Anarchists,” ‘ Mollie Maguires," and ''Infidels." Chris- 
tians should be hedged against in attempts to exterminate 

** bad men” by the wholesale. S. GLEASON. 


Prinoeton, Ky., Feb. 5, 1887. 
Mr. Epiror: I notice in Tug TgurH SEEKER of this date 
that Mr. Reynolds's trial is postponed. I desire to contribute 
„my mite to the fund for his defense, and in case the authori- 
“ties never try the case the fund thus raised can be kept in 
reserve for similar cases when they arise. Ilinclose $1. I 
am anxious to hear a Liberal lecture, but believe to hav one 
here would do no good, unless disguised: by another name, 

and of very mild tone. Wishing you much success, I am, 

Yours truly, O. P. ELDRED. 


BarpwiINSVILLE, N. Y., Feb. 1, 1887. 
Mr. Enron: I like Tae Trura SEEKER. I like it very 
much, but the very thing you call *' valuable” is, to me, the 
only thing to dislike, and that with a will. Your reasons 
for using the illustrations are good ; I am only sorry that peo- 
ple need such things. Mr. Heston does occasionally make a 
good point; for instance, Beecher on the rear platform of the 
evolution car, trying to hold on to orthodoxy. But this 
“ large additional expense ” I long to see in the shape of the 
best thoughts of our most advanced and intellectual Free- 
thinkers. Mr. Washburn's essay was, for me, the best thing 

of the year. JULIA A. J. PERKINS. 


RoonuzsTER, Miom., Feb. 4, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $5 for two years’ sub- 
scription. Iam pleased to count myself one of the old sub- 
scribers to your paper. I commenced with the first number, 
in Paris, Ill., and hav continued it thus far. It seems to 
grow better with age. I like the spirit and temper of its 
editorials. There is so little of wrath and bile about them, 
while they seem to hit the mark about every time. I shall 
be glad if John Peck’s late articles get into pamphlet form. 
Oh, that Thomas Paine’s picture in the last number was en- 
larged and in shape to frame! What an illuminated biog- 

raphy it would present ! C. H. Greene. 


Boston, Jan. 29, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find check to make me 
square with you for Taz TRUTA SEEKER until Jan. 1,.1888. 
As there hav been some who hav stopped their subscription 
for Tau TRUTH SEEKER on account of your favoring justice 
for the Chicago Anarchists, I want to say this: that my sub- 
scription for the next year is an offset to one of them, for I 
had made up my mind to take some other paper owing to 
the meanness you showed toward Heywood that started at 
the Albany Convention over a year since; but the justice 
you hav manifested toward the Chicago Anarchists induces 
me to help along TAE TRUTH SEEKER another year. 
Respectfully yours, W. C. Jamxs. 
[We never knew that Mr. Heywood complained that we 
treated him meanly,nor hav we the slightest idea that we 
did.—E». T. S.] i 
Hoey, ILL., Feb. 18, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: An item of religious interest has just tran- 
spired at or near Boulder, in the neighborhood of Clinton 
county, ll. A revival meeting has been going on for several 
weeks under the auspices of the Holiness Band, the minister 
in charge being a thorough revivalist, and converting many 
good people to his theory of sanctification. The other day 
something happened which has left the meeting without a 
minister. While stopping at a neighbor’s near the church, 
where he had stayed the night previous, he was seen prowl- 
ing through the kitchen some time after breakfast, the wife 
being out attending to her domestic affairs. When she re- 
turned she noticed that he hurriedly came out of the kitchen, 
and that one of the pantry doors was open. Soon after the 
minister said he would make a call on Brother Pritchard 
and several of the other brothers before evening church ser- 
vice. But just before starting he said that he had had a reve- 
lation from God that their mincemeat used for pies was poi- 
son, and he was commanded to tell them not, to use it. He 
then left, and the wife, not believing his revelation, as she 
had used the mincemeat before, went to work and cooked 
more pies, and at dinner the family ate of them heartily, and 
were immediately taken sick. Dr. Newton, of Boulder, 
was called in, and pronounced the family poisoned. He was 
in time, however, to save the whole family. The wife 
barely pulled thrcugh with her life. The minister had told 
several of the neighboring brethren that morning of his 
revelation concerning the poisoned mincemeat. The excite- 
ment inthe matter got so high before church-time that when 


holler louder. 


that hour did roll around there was no minister to direct sin- 
ners in the path of sanctification, nor, at this writing, has 
he put in his appearance in the interest of sinners, or in the 
interest of law and justice. The many converts say that no 
one to this day knoweth where their good minister at this 
time rusticateth. Some, however, think that he, like good 
Elijah of old, hath gone up. Cnas. C. Moonz. 


East GERMANTOWN, IND., Jan. 28, 1887. 

Mz. Eprron: It is not more than two years ago that I first 
heard of the Freethought movement. Before that I would 
go to church every Sunday to hear an inspired sermon from 
an inspired Bible, delivered. by a sometimes inspired (by 
alcohol) preacher. Now, see what Tux TRUTH SEEKER has 
brought me to say in response to some remarks made by our 
preacher recently, answered by letter as follows : 

Perhaps you will be surprised to receive a‘noté from me, but at 


& recent burial sermon you classed Freethinkers as Atheists, which 
are about the same ; for if a man thinks for himself he will discard 


orthodoxy, and is then classed as an Atheist. The most sacred gift 


that nature has implanted in man is thinking, and every man must 
think and reason upon all questions before pronouncing himself; 


and if you will study the principles underlying Freethought you 
will not class them as you. did with criminals, but if your desire is 
to make an easy living by upholding this religious humbug which 
contains nothing but wind, then you must preach hell-fire and. 
make whirlwind assertions, and all such; but, on the other hand, 
if your desire is, Mr. Wagner, to do good by teaching knowledge 
that benefits all, such as science and discoveries by scientific appli- 
ances, and truths as laid down in histories, and morality only, then 
you would do a lasting favor to your community and your name 
will go down as & public benefactor, and will be honored many 
years after your period of activity. 


PHIL FRANZMAN. 
Of course he never answered this letter, and will perhaps 
Don’t you think, Mr. Editor, that every Free- 
thinker should resent and right alt shameless falsehoods and 
misrepresentations by the preachers in some such a way? 
Pur. FRANZMAN. 


Rooxrort, Mo., Feb. 6, 1887. 


Mr. Epiror: For the first time in its history Rockport 


has been shaken from its center to its circumference (not a 
Charleston shake, however). Mr. Remsburg was here, and 
delivered four of his lectures—‘‘ The Apostle of Liberty,” 


on the 29th, the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the 


birth of the grand old. hero Thomas Paine; on Sunday, the 
80th, his lectures ‘‘ Sabbath-Breaking” and ** Bible Morals ;” 
on Monday night, the 31st‘of January, ‘‘ False Claims." The 
lectures were largely attended by fine-appearing and intelli- 
gent audiences, and listened to with rapt -attention. 
Remsburg. is regarded as a fine orator and a man whose 
truthfulness cannot be successfully assailed. I hav been 
describing what the intelligent ladies and gentlemen in his 


Mr. 


audiences think and say of him. The people of the other 
side are composed of the same element that some eighteen 
hundred years ago cried out, ‘‘Crucify him, crucify him.” 


It is the spirit that pervaded the breasts of the masters of the 


Inquisition; it is the same malignant spirit that pervaded 
the soul and being of John Calvin when he caused the 
burning of Servetus some three hundred and fifty years 
ago. Servetus had fled from the Vatican to the moun- 


tainous country of Switzerland in the hope to find a place of 


refuge. It seems he counted without his host, for Calvin 
caused him to be burnt at the. stake with a green-wood fire 
to prolong his punishment, and hugged the flattering unction 
to his soul that he was doing God’s service. The same 
hellish and malignant fiendishness fills the diminutiv souls of 
some of the orthodox here. G. G. Brox. 


WARREN, Pa., January 24 1887 
' Mer Maoponrt Sir 
This is the first time I ever adresed your Paper with out 
enclosen—a Order and it is. with reget that I doe so now my 
reason is your corse in the Annerca affare at Chicago I agree 
with J M Jamsen it only inger your Paper but inger the 
caus of Freethout which we ar all battelng for and when it is 
throne in our fase that our leading Paper is advocating 
Annercan what can we Say there is not one of the readrrs of 
your Papere in ‘my acqantence that. dose not Denounce your 
corse and are wating to se if you will not stop the advocatin 
of that Damedle Doctirn But you hav aright to doe as you 
pleas and advocate what you pleas and your pateron hav the 
same write that theary wond doe to advocate that men can 
Burn murder and incite others to Burn and murder and 
decause you can ot prov it heis not comited eny Crime under 
free speach that wond doe in this contry you say that you ar 
increasing your Circulation that is not strange for your An- 
nercans friends will super you thru the Chicago triel and then 
the will drop you like hot cakes and your Old Subscriders 
will drift of that acount for so meny in rearege on your sub- 
scriptin—wating to see how the cat may jump my Paper run 
out the first of Febuary Pleas stop it when you git thrue 
with your Annercar then will consider the case 
. yours Respect Gvx C Irving 
[We can never hope to make a man like this. one under- 
Stand our position, and we reluctantly conclude that our 
intelligent friend is gone from us forever.—Ep. T. 8.] 


Hay Springs, NEB., Jan. 26, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: Asso many are telling. what they like and 
what they dislike; allow me in the: list. First, I am a new 
subscriber, and will say I like Taz 'TRuTH SEEKER; do not 
know how I would do without it. I like: your position with 
regard to the Anarchists. When THE. TRUTH SEEKER arrives, 
my wife and myself both wantit. I want to seeif John Peck 
has written, and so with her; she wants to know if Mr. An- 
drews has written. I-want to say, by the way, John Peck is 
my favorit of all your contributors. In my opinion, he still 
sleeps on the fore side. I feel like joining hands with him 
him and taking the pledge never to giv up the struggle until 
the mind of man is free. I am very glad to see his name in 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER, and hope he will write more. I do not 
want you to think that I underrate the rest of the writers and 


ARCH 5, 1887. 


speakers. Isee by your paper W. F. Jamieson is coming to 
Neligh, Neb. How I would like him io wake them up at 
Hay Springs. But we homesteaders are so poor we can only 
look on and admire. There are quite a good many Infidels 
here. I was talking with one of the finest of men about a 
poor cripple having to work on Sunday. I said, ‘‘Do you 
think it wrong?" ‘‘No,” said he; ‘‘I am a Bob Ingersoll 
man.” The same man, I believe, will be the representativ 
for the state legislature on the Democratic ticket next year. 
I want to tell every Infidel if he will stand up for his belief . 
under all circumstances it will not, as many think, hurt his 
business, for he can easily bluff the clergy of his community, 
and then everybody will say he is smart. 
Henry W. MATTLEY. 


Provipenor, Feb. 18, 287. 
: Mr. Eprror: Inclosed you will find a list of names to send 
papers to, but I cannot assure you that you will get one sub- 
scriber from the lot, although they are all Liberals. I hav 


just received Taz TRUTH SEEKER with Mr. Ingersoll’s article 


entitled, ‘‘The Truth of History.” Don’t you think that it 
would make a splendid Liberal tract for distribution, to 
refute the old chestnut slanders of leading Liberals having 
recanted and being converted? The exposure of the frauds 
goes on. That fire in the town of Liberal laid bare the 
secrets of a noted spook-establishment of the place, which 
had mystified and deluded its hundreds. Mrs. Ross, of Bos- 
ton, has been shown up as a humbug, as she was, in this city 
some time since, and now this week a Mrs. Green of this city 
was brought to grief by the editor of a local paper, who held 


her as she was impersonating a spirit, tore the mask from her 


face, while a friend of his turned on the gas. But notwith- 
standing all these exposures, they find hundreds of willing 
dupes, and why shouldn’t they, when such a noted Liberal 
as Colonel Kelso writes ‘‘ Spiritualism Sustained by the 
Bible?” That is a catching card, and it is not at all surpris- 
ing to me to find that since an institution of humbug and: 
superstition which has based its theology upon the Bible 
has deluded and hoodwinked its hundreds and thousands, 
a similar institution (only of a lesser note) should be 
able to draw consolation from the same text-book of super- 
stition. We are told of the ‘‘ divine teachings of Spiritual- 
ism," and the seances are begun by singing, ‘‘ Nearer, my 
God, to Thee," showing what I bav always held to be patent 
to any one, that Spiritualism is a sort of a first-cousin to re- 
ligion. L. L. Norruvr, Materialist. 


Baxer’s CORNER, Feb. 7, 1887. 

Mz. Eprron: I think I can say, as does Mrs. E. A. Fair- 
child, of Mt. Alton, Pa., that your paper has become an 
indispensable necessity in our family ; we look forward to its 
coming with eagerness—even our children are anxious to see 
what the pictures are each week. But the one that strikes 
me most forcibly is found in Oct. 8, 1886, ‘‘Robbing the 
Family to Feed Drones.” How true to life it is, as it is 
practiced to-day! Think of the untold numbers of helpless, 
innocent children who are not only robbed of their physical 
sustenance but are also deprived of all good, wholesome men- 


tal food, so that they are compelled to grow up to be but 


intellectual dwarfs. We hav many such in our immediate 
vicinity, as we are surrounded by orthodox of the deepest 
dye. Although we hava goodly number of Liberals here, 
some few outspoken Freethinkers, and many who I think 
would be on our side if it were not for fear of condemnation 
by the church, we are badly in need of some good Free- 
thought lectures here, but are so hemmed in by priestcraft 
that even our school-house is thought by our Christian 
friends to be too good a place in which to hold an Infidel 
lecture, but many hav begun to read Liberal literature, and 
quite a number of Freethought books and pamphlets hav 
been purchased by persons here. One good brother said in 
meeting, ‘‘I¢is awful to think how much pizenous literaturey 
is coming through the mail" We, however, are very glad 
that people are beginning to awaken to a more grand and 
noble purpose in life by reading good, sound logic. 

We hav been trying for some time to get new subscribers 
for your estimable paper, but hav only succeeded in getting 
one name. We therefore inclose $5 for & renewal of our sub- 
scription and the new subscriber. Mrs. Lizziz BAKER. 


New WATERFORD, O., Feb. 14, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror : I herewith inclose to you my personal check, 
No. 631, on National Bank of Commerce, in New York, for 
$11, to be applied as directed. 

I want to say in what directions I like Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 

I like the illustrations. They help convey to Liberals and 
illiberals a correct idea of the absurdities and wickedness of 
the superstitions of theology. ; 

I like the man with the badge-pin, ‘and the way in which 
he reports the doings at the Manhattan Liberal Club. Giv 
him a new Faber No. 2 and plenty of rein. 

I like the firm stand taken by the editor of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER in behalf of a fair trial and justice for the Chicago 
Anarchists, and for fair play and a fair hearing generally for 
everybody. f . 

I like the editorials. They usually go right to the point, 
and sharpen said point and the people who read the said 
editorials. 

I like ''Notes and Clippings,” ‘‘ News of, the Week,” 
* Gems of Thought,” ‘‘Communications,” ‘Children’s 
Corner,” “Science Column," ‘Letters from Friends,” 
“Book Review and Notices” (very much), the account ‘of 
friend Putnam's doings and wanderings up and down, and 
of the American Secular Union. I like the advertisments 
and what they advertise, and as the “ Poetry " is thrown in, 
and doesn’t take up much space, I guess I’ll include it also. 

From all which it may be inferred that I like Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER about as completely as that infamously cruel and 
devilishly bloodthirsty organization known as the holy (?) 
Roman Catholic Church “ cussed” the late Victor Emanuel 
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in the ** Bitter Curse,” reproduced in THE TRUTH BEEKER of 
February 12th, and which “ cussin’” is about as childish 
&nd contemptible an exhibition of impotent rage, cold- 
blooded cruelty, and malicious vindictivness, as could well 
be imagined. 

Colonel Owen and myself leave for Topolobampo to-mor- 
row. I wish Taz Truth SEEKER many long years of pros- 
perous usefulness. Davitt D. CHIDESTER. 


MznipzN, Conn., Feb. 8, 1887. 

Mr. Eprtor: I hand you herewith check for $10, for four 
new subscribers, whose names. please find on your blank. I 
must confess I feel somewhat discouraged to find so many 
illiberals who profess to be Liberal. The list should hav 
been forty instead of four, with the effort I hav made to 
obtain them. I hav been watching several weeks to see your 
notice to the thousand vicarious atonement Liberals reduced 
to five hundred. It must. be they retain their old habits of 
charging their shortcomings over to Christ. Why don’t you 
show them some justice instead of so much mercy, and 
make them pay up? No decent Freethinker will ride a 
free horse to death. If they are too poor to pay for feasting 
on your bounty, let them say so, and borrow from their 
friends who know them. If they are rich and stingy, they 
ought to be born again, and own up that they are not Lib- 
eral, take some Christian paper full of gush, God’s glory, 
and quack medicin advertisments, pay nothing, and get 
nothing. Everything looks favorable for this year being a 
great eye-opener, if those who hold to saving mankind from 
crime, poverty, and ignorance in this world will improve 
their opportunity to circulate millions of McArthur’s letters 
to his Catholic friend, and millions of Ingersoll’s ** Lay Ser- 
mons,” with John Peck’s ‘‘ Christian Absurdities,” as flyers 
among the numerous Protestant branches that hav grown 
from the old Catholic hulk, as that grand old apostle of lib-, 
erty did the “ Crisis” during the Revolution. We will then 
hav a different Second Advent from the one that the follow- 
ers of Christ and Miller hav been looking for since 1843, in 
the election of Ingersoll and Henry George to preside over 
this great and glorious nation, when cathedral and cottage 
- will be taxed alike. N. F. GRISWOLD. 


Fonp pv Lao, Wis., Feb. 17, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: I am pleased with your paper, and especially 

. with the pictures—they photograph ancient history. But 
many of us miss an article from the man who has by read- 
ing, research, and thought become qualified to make the 
pictures. All who see them cannot read from them alone 
tbe history. I wish he could or would write the truth to go 
with them. Iam glad the New Jersey court and judge were 
not ready with their inquisition for Mr. Reynolds’s case. It 
will allow him to breath. freely a while longer, and I would 
suggest to Mr. Reynolds to shirk a full hearing of his case 
until the last day in a New Jersey court. If they ever dare 
to bring it to trial, then on the: trial hav a note-taker, and 
take every word, including Ingersoll's speech, and then print 
a book, and I will warrant he will sell enough to pay him a 
salary of $2,000 a year for a number of years. 

I hav read the arguments of Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, 
and others, on Genesis and science, and Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
ton's in reply, and will say that she has stated the case with 
more truth and common sense for the reader than all the rest. 
The book as now published is not to be read by many, while 
if printed in a ten-cent pamphlet, with her answer and a 
brief eondensed statement of the rest, it will be purchased 
and read by millions, and work a revolution. 

I am in favor of the Interstate Commerce bill, not for its 
protections, but for the fact it is a commencement to shake a 
gigantic fraud, and I am in favor of the laboring men begin- 
ning to think. It matters not what particular form they 
adopt, but the fact that they begin to think and not be voted 
by the old parties, who hav been allies in destruction of the 
welfare of the country for twenty years or more, is gratifying. 

Iam glad Dan Manning is out, and hope a man will be ap- 
pointed who will deplete the treasury in paying the debt of 
the United States, instead of finding some way to waste the 
money. 

I send you some names for you to send sample copies. 

" Yours truly, De W. C. Priest. 


Bronston, Ky., Feb. 15, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: That there is a conflict approaching that 
will test the validity and soundness of the government of the 
United States I am perfectly satisfied. It may be remote or 
it may be near, but come it must. Look at the agitated con- 
dition of Europe to-day, the prime cause of which is 
‘ascribed by the crowned heads to the example set by the 
government of the United States. Look how we are divided 
among ourselvs, Democrats, Republicans, Prohibitionists, 
labor reformers, Anarchists, Communists, Socialists, and 
others of minor note. What's the trouble? The United 
States is the only government on earth that recognizes the 
power and authority to govern to belong to the people. All 
other governments recognize the power and authority to 
govern as coming from God. Startling as it is, nevertheless 
it is true that between these two theories is an irrepressible 
conflict. " 

In the American Catholic News of Nov. 17, 1886, under the 
caption “ The Republic in Danger,” is an ingeniously written 
article by Henry A. Brann, D.D., denouncing our public 
schools, that I wish every American would read and truly 
understand it. Near the conclusion of his arguments he 
Says, ‘‘ At any rate the Catholic doctrin and demand stand. 
The rights of God are prior to those of the state or even those 
of the parent. ^ Do you hear that? In the same paper 
Cardinal Gibbons, of Baltimore, speaking of Christian unity, 
says, "In the Roman Catholic church of the sixteenth 
century, when Luther went out from her, these great req- 
uisits of Christian unity were found, and they are found as 
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"s : l 3 
well in the Roman Catholic church of to-day; elsewhere I] A short time since, on returning from hearing a specimen 


fail to find them." 

There is an unusual effort being made at present all over 
the civilized world for the unity of Christendom. 

What does it mean? It is the combined effort of priest- 
craft and kingcraft to crush the doctrin contained in the 
Constitution of the United States that the people hav a right 
to govern themselvs. 

Catholics, Protestants, citizens, men and women every- 
where, shall we go back into the Dark Ages or shall we con- 
tinue to advance as we hav for the last one hundred and ten 
years ? J. N. Brown. 


114 East 41st. sT., New Yonx, Feb. 22, 1887. 

Frino Maoponatp: You will see by inclosed cards that 
we are at last located, if not yet established, uptown in con- 
nection with our down-town place, and hope to be able to 
diffuse the light of Taz TRUTH SEEKER in this neighborhood 
more successfully than where we first commenced. We hav 
scriptural authority for it that *' the way of the transgressor 
is hard.” I (the writer) do not know in what respect I am a 
transgressor, but do know that my way is also at present 
hard—quite so, but aut inveniam viam aut faciam, out of 
difficulties and obstacles which now surround me. 

Isaw by your last issue that the man with the badge-pin 
was apparently becoming solicitous as to my welfare and 
much concerned about my temporary absence from the 
meetings of the Liberal Club. He appeared to regard me as 
astray lamb (or perhaps a grizzled old goat) that had wan- 
dered from the fold, and was kind enough to express the hope 
that I would meander back again. My heart was touched by 
this indication of brotherly love on his part, and on last Fri- 
day evening I boldly encountered the storm of wind and 
rain and thunder and lightning. which raged outside, and 
found my way to the club for the express purpose of thank- 
ing him publicly from the platform for his kind solicitude in 
my behalf, which I did, and while on my pins took occasion 
to say some other things of which he doubtless took due 
note. Those who orate at the club should remember 


If there's a hole in a’ your coats 
Y rede ye tent it, 

There's a chiel among ye takin’ notes 
And faith he'll prent it, 


88 I do, and remain, with kind regards, 
CAPTAIN CLARK, the Mariner. 


Dayton, O., Feb. 2, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: If we wish to succeed in convincing the 
world with reference to the fundamental principles of error 
in all religious doctrins, we must show the growth, the germ 
'of it, or in other words, its first start to deceive mankind. I 
spent twenty years in my travels through Europe, Asia, 
Africa, America, and last, though not least, Palestine. I 
was trained in my youth to believe the Bible, but my long 
residence and observations in Palestine convinced me that 
the statements made in the so-called ‘‘inspired Bible” were 
not at all justified by the geographical facts. I found no sea, 
no lake, in Galilee. I found that the tower of Babel could not 
possibly be sixty-four thousand feet high, and as it was built 
only one hundred and thirty years. after the deluge, or de- 
struction of all mankind but Noah and family, who lived 
two hundred years after its destruction, I naturally asked 
myself, Could one man and two boys build a tower sixty-four 
thousand feet high ? 

Then taking in connection the moral injustice and a God's 
hatred and malice toward éhe beings he ‘‘ made in his own 
image," and his love to the inhuman, cruel, and brutal few 
he chose out of the crowd, I came to the conclusion that I 
must be a grand hypocrit, like all the Christian preachers, to 
make money off the poor, ignorant masses. For fifty years 
I wore the hypocritical ' tiara." After that I threw off the 
cloak that I hated to wear, and became an honest man and a 
Freethinker. 

The most important object in this communication is to say 
that our friends, the Freethinkers, hav furnished the truth to 


.the world that the Bible is false from the beginning to the 


end, but Brother John Peck, through the valuable TnuTH 
SEEKER, has capped the whole truth. To that valuable 
work, Taz Trurs SgEKkER, and Mr. John Peck, the world 
owes a debt of gratitude that money can never pay, and I 
will here say that if there is one Freethinker in the world who 
wil order a million numbers of Taz Truta Seeker with 
Brother John Peck's ‘‘ History of the New Testament," I will 
giv all I hav in the world to erect à monument to his mem- 
ory. F. R. 


Ionia, Miom., Jan. 15, 1887. 

Mz. Eprron: Please find inclosed $6—$1 to bring up my 
three months’ delinquency and $5 for renewal and one new 
subscriber. Only one new subscriber after all the work I 
hav done! I could hav procured a dozen for any other pa- 
per with half the effort, and yet there are hundreds that 
would take it and agree with all it advocates, especially the 
Nine Demands, if it were not for the church society influence 
brought to bear against their ànterests—if their true senti- 
ments on the subject were known. "The martyr business is » 
little out of fashion nowadays, and but few persons can 
afford to suffer even as much as I hav—not less than one 
thousand dollars a year for the last ten years—by speaking 
out their honest convictions. If anything should be done to 
so reorganize society that public sentiment could be changed 
and reason take the place of superstition—some place fur- 
nished for women and children to go on Sunday besides to 
chureh and Sunday-school—the work would soon be done. 
As to this Bible, nobody that reads it believes the half of it, 
yet eighty thousand pettifoggers under fat salaries keep up 
the farce. Out of the five thousand inhabitants of this city, 
not one hundred would be left in five years if the tables were 
turned and the half of the money and time expended to en- 
lighten the people now spent to keep up the religious racket. 


of pulpit eloquence in which the little Methodist pounder 
took the occasion, as usual, to giv Thomas Paine a racket, 
winding it up with a little doggerel, the last couplet of which . 


was: 
Where he’s gone and how he fares, 
Nobody knows and nobody cares, 


I remarked to a friend that the preacher should hav read 
Thomas Paine, which if he had done he would hav known 
that Paine was a very religious man. A sub-disciple elder 
was walking, with his wife, just forward of us, and a dozen 
others just behind. He stopped, having overheard my re- 
mark, and said, ** I want to ask you one question." I said, 
“ Well, I will answer it if I can.” Question: '* What is re- 
ligion?” Ireplied, **Tt is faith and belief in the unknown 
and the unknowable.” Said he,“ What?" Irepeated my 
answer. He replied, “I don't know where you get such a 
definition.” I said, ‘‘ Out of my thinker, and you know it is 
true.” He answered, **Idon't know as Ido.” SaidI: ‘‘ Does 
not all that is known or knowable belong to science?" He 
said, ''I suppose it does." ‘‘Then,” said I, ** what is left 
for religion?" His reply was, “Huh!” and our crowd 
moved on. Igiv this to show how easily their questions are 
answered. S. M. Bayarp. 


Lexineton, Ky., Feb. 2, 1887. 

Dzar Mr. Evrtor: I venture to send another ‘“ mosaic” 
for the purpose of informing you that the Young Men’s 
Christian Association is now trying to raise its head in our. 
midst. They are praying and singing most fervently; but I 
find that thousands here hav very little faith in the efficacy 
of prayer. I was complaining last night of my sufferings, 
having been turned out of church, and an old lady referred 
me to the good Lord, who is supposed to help his followers 
when in distress; but when I remarked calmly that the good 
devil would be quite as sympathizing and kind, she laughed 
heartily, and seemed to agree with me. ‘‘If Christ was 
around, no doubt, he would console us to some extent, but 
deliver me from the ‘ old one,’ for he seems to be iron-hearted 
and penurious,” said I. : 

Christians affirm that Christ was never “ evoluted,” and 
probably they are right; but their vague and childish notions 
reflect no credit upon the clergy who hav formed and per- 
petuated the cumbrous systems in which they hav faith. 
They hav never located their heaven and hell, yet believe in 
it with the obstinacy of idiots. They would tread life's 
wastes with hysterical energy alone, could they not indulge 
in dreams, which feed their hopes, and throw a fallacious 
light upon their existence. Next, after years spent in tireless 
anxiety respecting the proper instruction of Sunday-scholars 
—after prayers, money, and the human breath hav been ex- 
pended, and that for weary years—they and their teachers 
manifest less interest every day in ‘‘ divine things,” the pic- 
nic and Christmas tree being the principal incentivs to im- 
provement; and the church vestibule is the place where 
Sunday-scholars stand and insult in a loud voice members of 
other churches as they pass by. A riddle or enigma has also 
been composed, introducing the obscene mandrake story 
from the memoirs of Jacob in the Old Testament. And this 
to confirm and purify the morals of children! 

But, dear Infidel ladies, if this was all! Day after day I 
hear a complaint like the following (this is no dream, it is 
truth): Mrs. Smith, perhaps, stands high in the church, 
looks like vinegar on communion day, all other rules of the 
church being kept with equal strictness. She hires a poor 
girl to do her work, who was raised in affluence, agrecs to 
pay almost nothing, forces her to perform the labor of three 
servants (takes four boarders). The poor girl is soon broken 
down and miserable. Some man, who sees all this, likes the 
girl and pities her. He offers her a cottage and support, but 
no marriage. We know the result. But who has heard of 
her despair, her death by laudanum, her body carried out 
silently at night? And just now, in this town, there is some- 
thing said about houses of refuge. Church-members, living 
in luxury, weeping and sprinkling cologne over your sins— 
kneeling in the dirt to your bloodthirsty heathen God—hav 
you any refuge from your own accusing conscience over 
your bowl of oysters, your splendid cake and wine? Do you 
never see the ghost of the pale orphan who was led by your 
white jeweled hand to the gates of sheol ? 

What will a man gain by being a Christian? I heard a 
Baptist divine declare from the pulpit, a few days ago, that 
no good could be effected in the human heart without a call 
or inspiration from God. Then, certainly, Christians, being 
influenced by a supernatural power, should walk among us 
as angels; how rarely one should fall! Few Lucifers would 
we hav at that rate. And then the good weight in stores, 
the truth-telling, and noble behavior would be something 
immense. 

When Infidels do anything good, they receive very little 
praise. I know an Infidel lady whose husband is a Chris- 
tian, converted once a year. He seduced a young lady, who 
called on the wife, with her baby in her arms, weeping 
bitterly. The injured wife gave her a back room, and 
treated her with kindness until her father came for her. This 
beautiful saint met her husband with:tears and smiles and 
great kindness. Of course, her neighbors blamed her. In- 


stead of kind words from Christians there comes a shower of 
slimy Egyptian toads around ; we almost step on them. We 
can hardly speak but an orthodox scorpion is hurled in our 
faces. N 

A late writer informs us that St. Augustine gloried in the 
fall of the Roman empire and the triumph of Christianity. I 
glory in the fact that when Alaric entered Rome he did not 
find citizens putting one another on the rack for the sake of 
opinions. One worshiped Venus, and another Apollo, un- 
persecuted. St. Augustine attributes his own reform to the 
perusal of Cicero, Plato, and the Stoics, though, like other 
crack-brained persons, he finally went over to Plotinus, the 
Neoplatonists, and Christianity. What hav such vagaries 
done for us? But the Stoics bav taught the principles of 
honor and truth, how to liv, and how to die. ALHAZA. 
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— Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
- That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Grandmother’s Kitchen. 


Dear grandmother's kitchen in the old fashioned 
farmhouse, ] 
That stood by the brook at the end of the lane, 
Whence four generations’ hav walked forth in 
their grandeur, 
To do their life's duty, nor labored in vain. 
There were judges and jurors, and learned legis- 
lators, 
And ministers, too, of both gospel and law, 
But ihe stateliest thing in that famed ancient 
mansion, 
Was plain old grandmother—her peer you ne'er 
saw. 


There were porch, and back leanto, and cluttered- 
up attic, : . 
Where on stormy days the small children 
played “bear,” 
The great, solemn “ north-room,” without picture 
or carpet, 
For weddings and funerals opened to air; 
A huge chimney-stack, that smoked like a fur- 
nace, 
A “buttry” well stocked with meal, milk, and 
, cheese, ; 
But the blessedest room found in all that old 
building, 
Was grandmother’s kitchen—come in if you 
please. 


Our grandmother's kitchen was stout-timbered 
and spacious, 
Through small-lighted windows the sunshine 
looked in; 
Its wide-hearthed, broad fireplace, with black free- 
stone mantel, 
Warm-welcomed each guest, stranger, and kin; 
From the beams overhead there was hung the ripe 
pumpkin, 
ae strings of rich apples prepared there to 
ry; 
Oh, who can forget the fine-flavored pastry, 
The toothsome and wholesome grandmother's’ 
pie? 
The democrat table there stood, long and cross- 
legged, 
White linen bespread it—she made it herself— 
When the hot dinner from the big pot and brick 
oven, 
Smelling of spice from the storekeeper’s shelf, 
Loomed up in profusion from bowl, pitcher, and 
platter, ` 
For master and servant, for neighbor and 
friend, 
There met together, a supply the most gracious, 
In grandmother's kitchen, which all could com- 
mend. JOHN PRESCOTT GUILD. 
—— — (9. 


My Neighbor's Dog. 

The story of my neighbors dog may be in- 
teresting to the children of Taz TrUTH 
SEEKER, because it is founded on fact and 
teaches a moral worth careful study. 

On the other side of the way, for some 


eighteen years, has lived my neighbor's dog ; 


"Carlo, who is a Newfoundland as black as a 
coal, and a dog of great intelligence. He is 
watchful, but not vicious, and knows enough 
to respect the wishes of his neighbors. One 
night he got into a fit of barking at some 
prowlers, and kept it up so long that I 
awoke from a sound sleep, wondering why 
he would not be quiet, and, going to my win- 
dow, I could see nothing to giv him so much 
trouble, so I said, ‘‘ Carlo, why are you mak- 
ing so much noise? I want you to be still. 
Go to your nest and be quiet." As soon as 
he heard me and saw me at the window, he 
commenced wagging his tail, and ceased his 
barking immediately. I appreciated his in- 
telligence, and we hav been friends ever 
since. 

But this was many years ago, and for a 
long time we hav enjoyed this mutual re- 
spect and good will for each other. His 
mastcr always liked him, but of late saw that 
he was getting old and manifesting the usual 
carelessness of declining years, and, wishing 
to hav as fine a dog when his Carlo should 
throw off his mortal body, and go to dog- 
heaven, as the saying’ goes, he purchased, or 
had presented to him, a fine pup of the same 
breed. 

When the new pup was brought to Carlo's 
notice, it seemed to put new lifé into him, 
and he strutted around and licked the new- 
comer from head to tail, and he even went so 
far as to squat down and try to interest the 
little fellow in a game of dog-romp. It was 
quite a while, however, before the wee fellow 
could appreciate this kindness and good feel- 
ing on the part of Carlo, but at last Jack, by 
dint of effort on his tutor’s part, began to 
romp and growl, and worry ẹt the legs and 
bushy neck of Carlo. 


old dog has been to the newcomer who was | Then you hav '' something that’s capable 


to take his place! He never tired of teaching 
him how to watch, as well as to play all his 
own dog-tricks. He taught him how to open 
the gate by wedging his nose between the 
latch and the gate-post, so that he could get 
out and' in whenever he wanted to, and he 
never failed to call his attention to a good*op- 
portunity to run at a chance pig that uncon- 
sciously strayed too nearthe house. He always 
went for the pig’s tail, and would hold on to 
it, and race the piggie for dear life until he 
was far enough away, but while he did this 
he was never known to draw blood; he 
would just bite hard enough to hold by the 
bristles, and seemed to do it for fun until he 
had run as far as he wished. If the pig 
walked, Carlo would hold on, and walk along 
quite contented. 

*Jack soon caught on, and was not long in 
having the fun all to himself, because he 
could’ run faster. How tenderly old Carlo 
would provide his newcomer with choice 
pieces of meat-bones that he buried, and 
would.dig up for himself and Jack to gnaw 
at when they felt so inclined ! 

If an angry dog came their way, and at- 
tacked little Jack, he would fly with all his 
might.to his protector, and the dog was 
mighty big and lucky that escaped punish- 
ment when Carlo put his nose on him. 
Many and many a fight had he on Jack's 
account. 

Iam afraid that with all his dog-kindness 
and dog-wisdom he acted foolishly. He was 
too indulgent with his protégé. He often de- 
nied himself the little delicate bits of food 
that were put upon his platter, and would in- 
vite Jack to eat it; and when Jack was sick 
one time, he would not eat a mite until he got 
over his spell, so that they could eat together. 
But, alas for the short-sightedness of poor 
old Carlo! Jack has grown up to be a strong 
and rough-tempered dog. He is even larger 
than Carlo, but instead of returning the kind- 
ness of his protector, the indulgences which 
he received hav made him greedy and ugly, 
and he, from long habit, now claims as a right 
what was permitted through kindness, and as 
a result, he will snatch away every bit of 
food he can lay his teeth on, and let poor old 
Carlo go hungry to his kennel. On several 
occasions he even went so far as to bite and 
tear poor Carlo in the neck, because he was 
very hungry and would not drop the bone he 
took from his own platter, and this is the 
way he is repaying his old protector and in- 
structor for the kindness he has for years 
bestowed upon him. 

The other day their master, as usual, 
brought to each his food, and placing their 
platters far apart, we watched the result. 
Carlo, with his old and worn teeth, made 
slow headway, but Jack pitched into his with 
tremendous energy, and soon devoured itand 
turned the corner with his mouth full of food 
in great haste to drive Carlo off. He was so 
greedy: that he did not take time to finish his 
own in order to rob Carlo of his. He im- 
mediately snatched the best and largest piece 
with a growland fled. The old dog licked his 
chops.and looked wistfully in the direction 
that Jack had gone, and with a low, moaning 
cry he limped into his house of straw, and 
there .he cried in distress with his bodily 
pains and his cruel treatment from Jack. 

Any. kind-hearted boy or girl will naturally 
feel sorry for poor old Carlo, and will say 
that Jack is an ugly dog, both sneaking and 
mean, gnd will resolve that under no circum- 
stances will he treat his parents in so shame- 
fula way. And yet, how often do we find 
children that hav been clothed and fed and 
educated while their parents in the prime of 
life hav toiled hard to make them happy, 
turning against them in their old age, and 
greedily snatching away the saved-up money, 
and when that was gone, under the pretense 
of doing better, hav sacrificed the old home- 
stead, and cruelly, by law, driven the old 
people into a cold world or toa country poor- 
house! My advice is: Grant no unnecessary 
privileges to children; teach them to make 
their own living and become useful members 
of society. Hold on to your homestead as 
long as you liv. . 

Children, above all other virtues, should 
cultivate kindness to old people, especially 
their parents, forgiving them their follies 
when age has benumbed their limbs or ruffled 
their temper; and whenever you reflect on 
your past and theirs, it will fill you with 
pleasure instead of pain. J. R. PERRY. 

D ———— 98 9— —————. 


Our Puzzle Box. 


ii . . l.—OHARADR. 
“Twist the tooth of a wheel and a fable, 


tow Bind, ond coreful, and attentis the| J mas be brought on; 


Of being thought on." 


Of all other things this is certain— 
They are incomprehensible ; 3 
"Tis sense that must lift up the curtain 

To make anything sensible. 


Call anything infinit, absolute being, 
That is all can be thought or be said of it; 
No definit lines such term agreeing— 
No body, parts, passion—no tail and no 
head of it. J. K. P. BAKER. 


2.—REBUS. 


ji ) 


lr 


AM 


An old saying. 
. 9.—8QUARE. 

1. A marked feature. 

2. A river in Europe. 

3. A passage in a hall. 

4. A-passage into a bay. 

5. Tines. 


N. Boothbay, Me. Warren B. OROHARD. 


4—.REBUS. 


Paternal counsel. 


5.—NUMERIOAL ENIGMA. 
(To “Ola Boy.") ` 
In longwort, but not in plant ; 
In scepter, bnt not in mace ; 
In inches, but not in slant; 
In bandage, but not in brace ; 
In herring, also in bream; 
In salmon, but not in trout ; 
In mist, but not in steam ; 
In bumpkin, but not in lout. 
Now all the letters find, 
And place them in a row— 
They then will name a color 
That I think you all do know. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. H. E. JuERGENS. 
ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'S OORNER, 
FEB. 19, 1887. 
1.-Cæsar came, saw, and conquered. 2.- 
Saraband. 3.-All in all, it’s a singular case. 
———— —— — —$—$—99—— ——————— 


Correspondence. 


Boston, Mass., Feb. 22, 287. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: I desire to tell you how 
delighted I was in reading your beautiful 
tribute to the memory of that most heroic of 
human beings, Giordano Bruno. So few, 
even of Liberals, appreciate his lofty courage 
and glorious devotion that your eloquent 
article seemed trebly generous and noble. 
And as John P. Guild so truly says, ‘‘ The 
children are the ones we should particularly 
instruct.” Wishing you all happiness and 
the utmost prosperity, Gro. N. Hit. 
[That our friends may not forget either the 
living or the dead, we will say that it was 
chiefly through the efforts of brothers Hill 
and Wakeman that the new calendar, dating 
from the time of Bruno’s martyrdom, the era 
of science, was inaugurated.—En. C. C.] 


Omana, Nzs., Feb. 11, 1887. 
Drag Miss Wrxon: I thought I would 
write you a letter letting you know that papa 
reads THe TRUTH SEEKER and has taken it 
for the last eight years. Iread the Children's 
Corner every week, and think you are a 
splendid conductor. I hava sister nine years 
old and a brother two years old. I am 
twelve years old and attend a public school 
that is near our home. I am in the seventh 
grade at school. I hav the ‘Story Hour” 
and think a great deal of it. Susie’s portrait 
is sweet and beautiful. Your book is so 
nice that every reader of the Corner ought to 
hav acopy. As this is my first letter I will 

close, wishing success to the Corner. 
Your friend, MARGARET Corvin. 


[The above is an excellent letter for the 
first one, well written, and every word 
spelled correctly. We thank Margaret for 
her complimentary allusions to our work, and 
shall count her among the choice treasures of 
the Children's Corner. En. C. O.J 


] Science Galumn. 


Plant-Animals. 


Does it seem odd to think of a plant-ani- 
mal? Of course it does if you hav never be- 
fore thought of it. 

What is it? I thought you would ask that. 
But, of course, the name suggests that it is 
something partaking both of the nature of a 
plant and an animal, and usually found grow- 
ing.in or near the salt water. | f 

The other name of these creatures is 200- 
phytes; and still another, radiates, and they are 
of the lowest order of life, having a begin- 
ning away back in the long-ago time. — 

Did ever you see a star-fish, or a *'flve- 
finger,” as it is sometimes called? “It has 
short, purplish spines all over it, and is shaped 
like a star—hence its name. They are quite 
common on the beaches, and I hav picked 
them up frequently on the shore of Cape Cod 
and at other places. 

The jelly-fish is another zoóphyte, or plant- ` 
animal. They are transparent, and vary in 
form and color, some being as large over 
as a big washtub, but there is so much water 
in their bodies that when placed on the land 
they dry away to almost nothing. They ex- 
hibit lovely colors, and are very curious, but, 
although they appear only a lump of jelly, 
they hav mouths, and stomachs, and nervous 
systems. They are good swimmers, too. If 
you touch them they will sting you, and their 
sting is poisonous and causes great pain. It 
is thought that the big jelly-fish, coming in 
contact with good swimmers, sting them so 
that they are paralyzed and drown—that, in- 
stead of being taken with cramps as com- 
monly supposed, they are stung by a jelly-fish. 
If you hav been on the water in the night 
(salt water, in which only they exist) youmay 
hav noticed the luminous spots seeming to 
follow the vessel or boat—this is phosphorus 
emitted largely by jelly-fish, of which the 
water seems to be full. ` 

‘Then, there are polypi. These are plant- 
animals, too, and from these you get your 
beautiful pink and white coral beads. They 
are 80 numerous in some sections that islands 
are made of their outside coverings. 

Now, are there any other specimens of 
plant-animals that you know of? 

Sea-urchins? Yes, that's right, and sea- 
anemones, that attach themselvs to rocks and 
look like beautiful flowers that grow on land. 
If you touch one with a stick it will contract 
instantly. Sometime we may pursue this 
interestlng subject further. 8. H. W. 

QuzsTiIoNS.—What isa plant-animal? What is 
its other name? Spell zoophyte. Describe the 
star-fish, also the jelly-fish. What is the conse- 
quence if we handle them? Whatof the luminous 


spots seen in the water at night? Name other 
plant-animals. ' 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. Susan H. Wixon, Without Buper- 
stition. e Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children’s Story-Book eyerissued. 66 full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heav 
toned paper, broad margins; illuminate 
covers; 4to. 224 PP., bds., $1.25. ] 


Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 
the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office, 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for: 


e Young Folks, By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for pou masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
Second has been issued ata reduced price of 
$1.95, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very 
much to the value of the volume. 


The Youth's Liberal Guide. By 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M, Price; $1.00.. This 
volume aims atthe education of youth in the 

rinciples of Freethought, at the same time 
That it inculcates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
common: sense. ddress THE TRUTH 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 


vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148' Bible propositions; 
with numerous references and citations, tha 
are contradicted in terms by the same number , 
of other propositions in the dame book. Price 
$5 conta. : : 


Nabhath: Breaking. 


Author of “False Claims,” “Bible 
Morals,” Etc. 


The best and most thorough work ever written 
on the Sunday Question from a rational point of 
view. 


Large and Handsome Print. 


SINGLE Corres, w a 25 cents. 
Sıx Corrzs, .. - - = $1.00, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

23 Olinton Places New Zork, 
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I. N. BAKER, 


the Author, 


EDITION. 


New York: 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


PRICE, 6 CENTS. 


HHE ONLY GoRREGT 


BUY ONLY 
Good Goods at Lowest Prices. 


The following are a few of my leaders, all of 
which are latest improved, best make, solid coin 
silver, Open face or hunting, American stem-wind 
watches, and guaranteed strictly as represented 
or cash refunded : 2 ounce case, 7 jewels, $10; 3 
ounce, $11; 4 ounce, $12, With 11 jeweled move- 


ments, $12.50, $13.50, $14.50 ; 5 ounce, $16 ; 6 ounce, 


$17.50. With fuil (15) jeweled movement, pat. reg- 
ulator, $16, $17. $18, $19.50. 6 ounce, $21; adjusted 
to heat and cold, add. $4, being only $25 for this 
magnificent, 6 ounce, full jeweled, adjusted watch 
usually sold for $35 io $40. The following are all 
best 14 karat gold filled gold watches, cases ele- 
gant and latest style, and guaranteed by special 
certificate from factory and myself for 20 years : 
7 Jewels. $24.50; 11 jewels, $27; 15 jewels, $30. Ad- 
justed, $34, cheap at $40 and practically as good as 
any $100 watch a lifetime. Ladies’ watches, same 
best quality cases : 7 jewels, $20 ; 11 Jewels, $22 ; 15 
jewels, $28. In good 2d quality filled cases, $2 to 
$5 less. Ladies’ 14 k. solid gold watches, $30, $32, $33. 
Heavier gold cases in embossed, chased, enam- 
eled, Louis XIV. style, diamond ornamentatious 
etc., $5 to $50 extra. Gents’ 14 k. solid gol 
watches, from $45 up. Swiss watches, to cloge out, 
very low. The above all guaranteed below bottom 
prices elsewhere er cash refunded. are care- 
fully inspected before sending, warranted for one 
year, and sent prepaid if on line of American Ex. 
office. Sundries: Best rolled gold plated chains 
and charms for ladies or gents, $2, $3, $4, $5, usual- 
E sold for $8 $4, $5, to $7. Jewelry, latest styles, 

ull line, 25 per cent below regular prices. Best 
spectacles in the world, $1. Genuin pebbles, $2. 

ent prepaid in case. Eye-glasses, same price. 
Send line of finest print you can read distinctly 
without glasses and state how many inches from 
eyes, and I can suit you first time.) Good razor, 
$1. Best in the world—a luxury—$2. Extra fine 
strops, 50 cents. Set best violin strings, 50 cents. 
For guitar, 75 cents. 8 Ludwig harmonicas, 50 
cents. Best achromatic opera glasses, $4. $5; in 
pearl, $8 to $12. Large fiel glasses, #8, $10. Rig- 
nal service, $12. atches cleaned, $1. Springs, 
$1. Jewels, $1. And returned free. Best work. 
‘try me. OTTO WETISTEIN, 

H Rochelle. Til. 

Designer and patentes of New Freethought Badge 
in pins and charms, 2 sizes, solid gold, enameled 
in 4 colors, aud most beautiful badge ever de- 
Signed. Small, $2, $2.75, $3 50. Large.$3 to $5; 
with genuin diamond, $8, $10 ; and charms up to 
$15. Demand daily increasing. Agents wanted: 


THE BIBLE AND DARWINISM. 


By Arruur B. Moss. 
Bix smartly written essays. Price 25 cents. 


. The Freethinker says: ‘ Mr. Moss is an indefat- 
igable pamphleteer. His latest publication coni- 
pures the Bible with science and shows their in- 
compatibility; and how the stupendous verities of 


nature transcend the myths and fables of the rev- 
elation of the Jews,” 


WAAT’S TO BE DONE? ECONOMIC 


= 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. EQUITIES. 
A NIHILISTIC ROMANCE. 


John A. Jost, Ogden. 

Henry Booth, Stockton. — By N. G. TCHERNYCHEWSEY. With a portrait| A OOMPEND or THE NATURAL Laws or In- 
: VIRGINIA. of the Author. Translated by BENJ. : ; 

Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, Snowville. R. TUCKER. 


ENGLAND. '| Written in Prison. Suppressed by the Car. The 


UTAH. 
James Ashrnan, Salt Lake City. 


Also by the same author, 


BIBLE ERRORS AND SECULAR TRUTH. 


DUSTRIAL PRODUOTION AND ; 
Price 30 cents. 


Wattg & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, Anthor Over Twenty Years an Exile in Sibe- ExoBANGE. Address THE 'IRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 
London | EI x | 
Ó€—————————— S in Four Days. Second now By J. K. Inaarrs, author of ** Social Wealth." 
Robt.G.Inzersoll's | ig. VIA BLASPHEMY 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY| | .In cloth, $1; paper, 75 cente. : l l _AND— 
in the suit of the Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 38 Clinton Place 


THE BIBLE. 


_ Bankers’ and Merchants’ Tele- 
graph Company 


BY 0. B. REYNOLDS. 


hee ae ese Ej SES eric eri cyril F Y 
against the IF dores emp rmm mmm ere Bhowing that the Bible and the believers in 
x 5 j are the real blasphemers, and not the Becu 
Western Union Telegraph Company. ioa. 
This is the pamphlet for the distribution 


So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that THE TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who -desire 
them, for ten cents each. ; 


SPIRITUALISM 


Sustained 
a 
By the Bible. 
BY COL. JOHN R. KELSO. 
CONTENTS: 
SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE BIBLE. 
SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE OHRIS- 
TIAN ‘CHURCH. 
SPIRITUALISM A NECESSITY IN GODS GEN- 
ERAL GOVERNMENT. 
SPIRITUAL MEDIUMSHIP. : 
OBJEOTIONS To SPIRITUALISM ANSWERED. 


Like all Tur TRUTH SrExER'S publications, the 
mechanical execution of the work is all that could 
be desired. Good paper, clear type—in short, & 
neat little volume. 

The primary object of the work, as its title indi- 
cates, is to sustain Spiritualism, but the absurdi- 
ties of the Christian religion, and the abomina- 
tion8 of the old Jew book, get a terrible shaking 
up. The book contains much to interest every 
intelligent reader. . . . Colonel Kelso has done 
much acceptable work in the cause of Freethought 
and Liberalism all over the land. Send for his 
new book—read it—put it into the hands of every 
Christian ; it will teach him that the way of the 
fool is foolishness. Every Liberal who reads it 
will certainly find his “Spiritual” strength re- 
newed.—John Peck. 

Bound in cloth, 245 pp., price $1. 


UTH SEEKER OO., 
d pare PHI E Olinton Place, New York. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
BY W. 8. BELL. 


“Iam very much pleased with it, and I wish the 
seventy thousand ministers of this country were 
obliged to purchase the pamphlet and read every 
word of it.” 


Price 15 cents, . For Bale at this office. 
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RITTLE®RESSONS 


FOR 


“LITTLE FOLKS. 


By AUNT ELMINA 


(Mns. E. D. SLENKER). 


v 


NEW YORK: 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 
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PRICE, 40 CENTS. 


i 


Fj 


SrgggaoEs 


sje sy ense 


plsgicaicd 


which Mr. Reynolds is now indicted, and to be 
TRIED FOR BLASPHEMY 


May 3d. 
Price, 10 Cents; 6 for 50 cents; 13 for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


S. P. Putnam’s Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 


Its Scientific Solution, with some Oriticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
** A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power ; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day.”—Jonn 

; Swtnton's Paper. 

Golden Throne, a Romance. “The 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. The bookisfilled with 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcript of a manly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "—INGERSOLL. $1. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein itis 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 

Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Dr. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 

Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 
Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 


other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 


Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 
version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 


ts. 
For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; J. M. Pryse and J. 
M. Burgler, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 

rise, the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generall 
D the practical solution of the problemo Integra 
Co-operation. Price, g & year; 50 cents for six 
mopths; 25 centa for three mon 
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More Gems from Jones. 


Sam Jones held forth in his jerky, disjointed 
way to a large crowd at the Young Men's 
Christian Association rooms the other night. 
Sam, as usual, was affectedly eccentric, and 

. hopped from one thing to another like a 
grasshopper in a hurry to get there; and the 
“ Christians" assembled to hear him giv 


tongue vigorously applauded his wild and 


grotesque utterances, under the impression, 
probably, that they were honoring God by so 
doing. Among the series of sayings of the 
salient and saintly Sam were the following: 

“ Show me what a man likes and what he hates, 
and I will tell you the kind of man he is.” 

Well, now, Sam, there is Chauncey Depew; 
he likes the festiv feed,. where the green tur- 
tle and the capon smoke upon the board, and 
where, the feed done justice to, he will be 
called upon for a ‘“‘ few remarks;" and he 
hates all labor federations. Now, what man- 
ner of man is Chauncey, Sam? Now, I like 
a glass of good old Bourbon, when in the 
mood for it, and hate like poison the hypocrit 
masquerading in the garb of square-toed 
frankness. Now, Sam, what sort of a man 
am I? You can answer by mail, through the 
press, or at one of your kangaroo seances, as 
you like. I say ''kangaroo," because you 
jump about so with your tongue. 

* One trouble withethe theology of to-day is that 
it is too broadcasted. I like things in rows. I 
want my theology to be like a telescope; 80 I can 
look up through it and see the spires in the city of 
God.” 

Yes, Sam, theology, as you say, is rather 
** broadcasted,” consequently it is rather di- 
aphanous, as it were; but so much the better 
for the world, Sam. So you like ‘things in 
rows, eh? How would three or four rows of 
brownstone fronts suit you, eh, old boy? As 
you do not follow “the Master,” in that he 
preached without money and without price, 
but exact a goodly sum for your freaks of 
speech, you seem to be on the road to “ things 
in rows”—brownstone houses, for instance. 
But about that telescope business, Sam; you 
know you can't see the ‘‘ spires of the city of 
God”—you couldn't, even with the Lick tel- 
escope, the largest in the world—and so own 
up that you want your theology to be like a 
telescope that you may shut it up and put it 
in your pocket, when desirable. Honest In- 
dian, Sam, isn't this the reason? 

t A man’s reputation is like his girl. He can 
put her on or off and not lose much. Reputation 
is easily made. To-day a crowd will cry a man's 
hosannas; to-morrow it will cry, * Crucify him  " 

Sam, you put your foot in it too far here. 
Put a girl on or off and not lose much, eh? 
What do you think the girls will say to that? 
Why, they'll come down on you like a thou- 
sand of brick, for all time; and when you 
lose the girls you lose three-fourths of your 
hearers. You are right#about a man being 
cried up to-day and howled down to-morrow ; 
and to-morrow, Sam, some one of more pro- 
nounced freaks of speech than yourself will 
bob up, and you will become a wall flower. 
Sic transit gloria mundi ! 

“ Infidelity is only a great big mouth going all 
around talking. There's nothing in it but mouth, 
nothing behind it to back it up. Look under it 
and over it and through it and on all sides of it 
and you only find mouth.” ; 

You are wrong here, Sam. It is theology 
—orthodoxy—that is the great big mouth. 
Why, it is continually mouthing. If it didn't 
mouth, it would die of inanition. It has 
mouthed for two thousand years, and mouths 
to-day the same lurid doctrins that it mouthed 
at the start. It is obliged to mouth, or it 
would lose its pins. Infidelity is not backed 
up, I'll allow, by a monstrous God and fear- 
ful devil, consequently has no need of such a 
mouth: as orthodoxy continually shoots off, 
and which has got to back up these beings 
for all they are worth, or lose its grip on the 
non-reasoning ones of earth. The less you 
say about ‘‘ mouth,” Sam, the better for your 
side of the house, which has an acre of mouth 
to an inch for the other side, and needs it all 
and even more. 

** Faith is traces, and all you've got to do is step 
in and go ahead. Doubt is like these hold-back 
arrangements, and if you step in you are sure to 
go backward." i 

Yes, Sam, you can go ahead in the traces 
of faith, from little to great faith, but where 
are you then? Can you see, do you know, 
any more than when you started? A ton of 
faith brings you no more knowledge than an 
ounce of the same commodity. You are wise 
in not saying where you go to when “ going 
ahead.” Doubt, you say, is a pull-back ar- 
rangement that takes us backward. Doubt, 
Sam, is the halt on the march in the dark— 
not the march that I think you are on, but 
which you advocate for shekels—and- when 
it blossoms into unbelief, then opens up a 


i 
broad way of light from which the ghosts 


and goblins of superstition flee in affright. 
Hurrah for the ‘‘pullback arrangements,” 
Sam. May they increase and multiply until 
unbelief makes the dark light. 

“We shouldn't ask for more grace, but we 
should use the grace we've got already. It’s not 
the use of grace, but the misuse of it, that damns 
men. There never was a bigger falsehood perpe- 
trated on God than the Sunday-school song, 
* Surely, the Captain can depend on me.’” 

I agree with you in this, in every particular, 
Sam, and as far as the song goes, I must say 
I think the “Captain” who depends on the 
singers thereof will get badly left; and that's 
what you think, of course, or you would not 
hav sat down on it so heavily. 

“People say to me, *Jonos, why don’t you 
preach Christ? You only preach law.’ To all such 
I say, ‘Do you suppose I'll bring my God .down 
here.among you cutthroats?' The pulpit is the 
last place in the world to show the white feather, 
T'he. greatest blessing a church can hay is a 
preacher who is game from head to foot. The 
guns of the devil were never closer to the pulpit 
than now.” 

So you don’t propose to make a common 
thing of your God, eh? Keep him in a glass 
house of your own, I suppose? Well, I 
would do the same, were I you, and ‘in 
with a crowd of cutthroats." A God would 
be as much out of place among cutthroats as 
a hog in a drawing-room, I should think. 
Your God must feel awfully thankful to you, 
Sam. Say, Sam, can you find a pulpit where 
the ‘“‘ white feather" is not shown? As for 
your “ game preachers,” why, the papers are 
full of the *'little games” of preachers, some 
of which are rather darkly tinted. You read 
of them probably. I agree with you in your. 
proposition that the ** guns of the devil were 
never nearer the pulpit than now.” To tell 
the truth, I think there’s a truce between the 
devil and the preachers. What do you think, 
eh? 

* A man who has the courage to preach his con- 
victions must be eccentric nowaday8. I'm eccen- 


tric, they all-say, and butcher my grammar. God. 


never made two feliows alike, because if he did, 
one of them wouldn't amount to much." 


Sam, how many of a hundred pulpiteers 
hav any convictions of the truth of what they 


preach? Albeit; you: are somewhat eccen-. 


tric, Sam, I don't think it follows that you 
are preaching your convictions. You are 
simply preaching—to call it that—for ap- 
plause, notoriety, and shekels. Suppose God 
had made another fellow just like you, Sam 
—but don't let us think of it, in view of your 
conclusion in the premises, for you, possibly, 
might hav been the one that wouldn't hav 
amounted to much ! 

“ There's many an old Salvation Army fellow who 
is going to sit around the throne, and many a 
D.D. who is going to take a back seat. I'm going 
to be a D.D. myself some day, but then things are 
coming down and I'm going up.” 


I don't know about the Salvation Army 


fellows ''sitting around the throne," Sam. |- 


You do, of course, or you wouldn't hav so 
stated; but I agree with you that * many a 
D.D. will hav to take a back seat.” I see you 
are going to chance it, however, by becoming 
a D.D.; but then, you say, ‘‘ things are going 
down, and Iam going up.” I don’t exactly 
understand you, Sam, but I. must say that 
you appear to be somewhat egotistical. 


**'A good many preachers hav got wholesale 
liquor dealers.in their church, but they don't say 
anything about them, because they might hurt 
their feelings. If there is anybody in this world 
I hold in contempt, it’s the fellow who goes around 
with his feelings sticking out like quills on a por- 
cupine's back.” 


Now, Sam, see here: Does a trader rap a 


buyer over the knuckles because.the buyer is 


in some business which the trader thinks is 
off color? Not much. -Well, then, shouldn’t 
the preacher deal as gently with his. custom- 
ers as the trader with his? Why, the parson 
that raked over the coals the liquor man, the 
coal man, the grocer, the lawyer, the Wall- 
street bandit, the alderman, etc., etc., would 
very soon hav to put up his shutters, my dear 
fellow, and go into the liquor or coal business 
himself. Don't exact too much of the poor 


parsons, Sam. As for the objéct of your de-. 


testation, how uncomfortable the ‘ fellow ”- 
must feel, eh ? and what a queer sight, with 
his *'feelings sticking out.all over him like 
quills on the fretful porcupine !" 
there are not many such, Sam. 
“ Do you want to know the’ difference between 
moral and physical courage? The first is the 


hero standing up for the right, and the second is 
the little bullpup sleeping on the mat.” 


You may be right about moral. courage, 
Sam—I think a good deal of moral courage 
myself—but you are hardly generous with 
physical courage, don’t giv it .a fair showing 
off; your. metaphor here:is away off, Sam. 
Mora) courage is a big fellow and a good one, 
but physical courage is his big brother, I 
won't say better, as he follows lines so differ- 


Let us hope: 


ent. He isn't a *' little bullpup sleeping on a 
mat," but a full grown bull dog, wide awake 
and alert. Whenyoucan down John L. with 
moral courage, then ll giv in that the latter 
is a bigger and better dog than physical cour- 


age, his brotlier, that leads in all enterprises 


of pith and moment. f 

Go on, Sam, with your freaks of speech. 
They amuse your hearers, don't hurt us, and 
put money in your purse. In time, if you 
are not bowled over by some other freak, 
you can hav what you like—“ things in 
rows "—brownstone fronts, you know. 

81 Stoxum. 
ee 
A Disgraeeful Job. 


` To rug Epitor or Tue Trora SEEKER, Sir: 
I was so impressed by Colonel Ingersoll's 
article on ** The Truth of History,” in your 
last issue, wherein he deals some hard blows 
on the habit of lying and misrepresentation 
among ecclesiastics, that I resolved to ask 
you to print the following truthful account 
of the late disgraceful job put up for the 
state of Maine Druids, who: are supposed to 
worship as a god the power that sustains the 
world, and some of whom go so far as to 
contend that the Christian God is the corre- 
sponding devil or destroyer. 

There are many Druidic organizations on 
this continent, and among these there are 
five civil corporations. 

The corporation in Maine contains a uni- 
versity, the seat being Sherman, in the wilds 
of Aroostook. Once every summer—and 
that for a brief time or à few days—this cor- 
poration has power to grant the degree of 
M.D. on persons of seven years’ successful 
study.. The charter was granted by the legis- 
lature in 1880. It has & membership of 575, 
many of whom are doctors and lawyers who 
hav graduated elsewhere. The number of 
the original medical graduates of this institu- 
tion are four, and no more. 

In 1888 the president, Dr.:D. H. ‘Owen, of 
Sherman, who is a life officer, granted a dis- 
pensation to hold the university for a short 
period in the city of Lewiston. The same 
year the said dispensation was withdrawn 
or canceled, and still again renewed after a 
few months. The university met at Bangor 
and Lewiston in June, 1886, and, having 
performed .some work, closed in July, not 
to be opened in Lewiston again for a year. 
About that time the person who acted as vice- 
president at Lewiston went to liv at Colum- 
bus, O., having closed his house at Lewiston. 
His name is Dr. Samuel York Carleton. He 
is very old, much older than he looks, and 
was. dn important and gallant officer in the 
war with Mexico in the days of Santa Ana. 
I hav never heard it alleged that Dr. York, a8 
he is commonly known, was anything of an 
Infidel. Indeed, I think he is not an Infidel. 

‘On the 28d day of July, 1886, just after 
said Dr. York left for Columbus, the presi- 
dent, Dr. Owen, having been bothered and 
pestered to death by York's enemies, who 
seem to be numerous and rife, formally can- 
celed once more the dispensation whereby 
the corporation and its university held forth 
at Lewiston, and this time he did not mean to 
renew it any more. "The declaration was 
given to six Maine dailies, including the 
Portland, Augusta, and Bangor papers. 

Dr. York (Carleton) got tired of the West, 
and returned to his home some few months 


ago, but the corporation, a8 such, did not- 


know that he was in Maine. ` 

^ For some specific purpose which we can- 
not exactly exactly determin, some vile folks 
concocted a trick to play on. York, which 
cannot be considered short of diabolical. A 
reporter of the Boston Herald was rigged up 
as a candidate for the medical profession. 
This: reporter, whose name is said to be 
Beamis, called up Dr. York. one night this 
month, and, as if in great hurry and anxiety, 
said he was on his way to the City of Mexico, 


"where he was going to open a doctor's office, 


and wanted to be admitted to the mysteries 
of Druidism. . Dr. York had not the power 
even to make him a Druid, and in the state 
of Maine Dr. Owen, at Sherman, alone had 


| such power, to say nothing of making him a 
doctor. 


It must be remembered that. Dr. York is 
an aged man, and had been once totally blind 
for two years, and that his health has been 


-| very precarious for many years. 


The reporter brought out a long article in 
the Boston Herald containing lies so thick 
and dense as to leave very little room fora 


true or correct statement of even a single 


point. If collected together, the lies would 
fill a column of THz TaurH SerKER. But, 
of course, something took place between 
York and the reporter, for the latter speaks 


of the doctor's making him a Druid, and rais- 


ing him **by the sword.” Itseems that York 
gave him a matriculation paper, for which he 
charged him $5. That was a preteptor's 
card ; there was no university act, but only & 
preceptor's privilege. The reporter further 
said that York granted him a diploma. York 
in reply says he did not grant him a diploma, 
but that he gave him an old blank to study 
the Latin thereon. Of course there could 


|.not be any graduation, to say nothing of a 


diplóma. 

The university was not in Lewiston at all, 
and the corporation was not &ware of the 
whereabouts of Dr. York. 

The first thrust made against the Druids of 
Maine was perpetrated by the Episcopal 
church in 1877, and the malignity of that 
ecclesiastical old fury has ever since con- 
tinued. Some groups of doctors here and 
there hav often chimed in with the old ec- 
clesiastical hag, and. between the two a great 
deal of inconvenience has been the result to 
the Druidic cause. But what this last perse- 
cution was got up for we do not yet know. It 
is probable, however, that the object was to 
break up the charter of the Druidic Corpora- 
tion in Maine. Fortunately for us, they made 
a miserable faua-pas, and in order to make 
anything out of it will hav to bolsterit up with 
further. lying.. By the way, the reporter 
says he got commission from York to prac- 
tice medicin and law, as well as to preach the 
gospel, but was told he need not believe in 
God unless he chose to. J. Davies, M.D. 

Whitney's Crossing, N. Y., Feb. 10, 1887. 

—— 9-4 99—— — ——— 
Obituary. 

K. Hanson died suddenly Feb. 3, 1887, at 
his home in Boggy, Bosque Co., Texas. He 
was born in Norway, Jan. 22, 1821, emigrated 
to this country in 1849, and settled in eastern 
Texas, where he lived for twenty-eight years, 
when he moved with his family to Bosque 
Co., Tex., where he lived until his death. 

Deceased was brought up a Lutheran, the 
state religion of Norway, but upon the read- 
ing of a few Freethought pamphlets some 
years ago, among which were, ‘‘ The Bible— 
What Is It?” by J. D. Shaw, of which he 
immediately expressed his appreciation, and 
said he only wished he could hav had the 
benefit of its perusal years before, he experi- 
enced a complete and radical change in his 
religious or ethical views, and finally lost all 
faith in the Lutheran religion, and renounced 
Christianity altogether, his eyes belng opened 
to the injustice of its cardinal doctrins, its 
superstitions, and the absurdity of its claim 
to divine inspiration of the Bible. Heat once 
and forever repudiated all its unreasonable 
creeds, and espoused the cause of Freethought, 
the principles of whieh he adhered to until 
his end. To close, in the appropriate words 
of E. A. Rohn, in his obituary notice of him, 
* He believed in the brotherhood of man; 
that religious duties consist in loving mercy 
and. doing Justice toward .our fellow-men. 


' He was faithful in all his relations of life— 


just, charitable, generous." 

He leaves a wife and five grown-up chil- 
dren, with relativs and friends, to mourn his 
loss. 

His sons, H. Jacob Hanson and Isaac Han- 
son, are both promising young men and Free- 
thinkers. T. Taro. Corwiox. 

Norse, Texas, Feb. 15, 1887. 

— ————- 


New Books.. 


We hav received from the publisher a copy 
of “Little Lessons” by Elmina D. Slenker. 

The book is designed expressly for children, 
admirably written, full of just such informa- 
tion as they need, which is presented in the 


_writer’s most charming and attractiv style. 


We publish below a‘ chapter .selected at 
random from the book. The book is an oc- 
tavo of 98 pages. Price, in best binding, 40 
cents.— The Edgar Post. 


We are in receipt of a small book, published 
at Tue Tereora Srexer office, New York, 
and written by Mrs. E. D. Slenker, entitled 
“ Little Lessons for Little Folks." This 
small work is one of the most interesting and 
instructiv books for the young which we hav 
seen in a long time and should be in the hands 
of every child old enough to read and under- 
stand in the country. If some of our Bab- 
bath-school superintendents would furnish 
their scholars with plainly written facts from 
nature instead of books of fiction describing 
some little child who became 80 good that it 
died in early childhood, the rising generation 
would be greatly benefited.— Star of Liberty. 


THE TRUTH SE¥KER ANNUAL, 
Price, 28 cents, 


Ingersoll’s Tributes. 
REDUCED IN PRICE. 


We hav made arrangemients whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 


soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 


nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 


ing. The titles are: 
The Vision of War, 
Tribute to his Brother, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 

The price of these heretofore has been $1.00, We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

88 Clinton PL, New York. 


W. S. BELL'S PAMPHEBTS. 


The Conflict- between Christianity 
and Civilization. 
PRICE, -'- - - e - 


It is a stunner; concise, scholarly, and good.— 
M. E. Billings. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
PRICE, 15 CENTS. 
Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton, 


Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Man,—T, B. Wakeman, 


A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. It is a very 
able paper, and deserves wide semination,—The 
ge. 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTS. —— 


The number of heads under which you hav | 


divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 


the concise manner in which each point is dis- | 


cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
Itake great pleasure in, recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition ” to the consideration of every person 


who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 


ance, but in the principles of selt’ governiment.— 
J. J. McCabe, 


Ingersolls Works. 


'The Gods. 
In five lectures, comprising, aTh 
* Humboldt,” * Thomas Paine,” ** "Inaivida nd 
ity," and “ Heretics and. Heresies,” 


The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cta ; cloth, 1.25. 


Contents: * The Ghosts,” ** Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” “The Declaration of In- 


de ependence,” “About Farmin 
‘he Grant Bananet ? <The 
Clare “The i Rises before 


cloth, $1.25. 
Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


The ‘Christian Religion. By R.G. 


Ipgersoly Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, ona Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents ; cloth; $1. 


Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper; 
10 cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid, Printed in 
lar; * clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures, 

i is makes & grand missionary document. 

Liberals should scatter it generously.. 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
& Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan, 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1;.100 copies, $3. 
Millions of these should be circulated. 


Vindication of Thomas Paine from 


the attacks of the New York. Observer, by Rob- 
G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents, 


ert 
Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


Large.gize octavo, Paper, 10 cents. 


Ingersoll's Leetures Complete. 
und in one volume, To meet the demand 
for Mr. Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
` allhisleotures,; except the latest on '' Ortho- 
dog " bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
library style, and containing over 1,300 
.pages, which is. sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 

Tributes. ‘There hav been so many 
Ee Brother, for ‘Mr. Ingersoll's “Tribute to 
Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
nquet, gost and the recent address over 
Bane ttle, Harry Miller's Grave," that they hav 
been rinted on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
ated border, and in large; clear type, suita~ 
ble i for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
to any address, for 50cts, or either one for 15cta. 
Prose Poems and Selections. ‘This 
new book i ig, a gem. Itis a model in every re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. , It contains, beaid es the cel- 
ebrated ** Decoration Day Oration," never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “ tributes ” 
hereto fore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other. gems, 
Belected from the DA pen hy ‘uments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and ay to-day oor coni 

versations of the author. The work is desi 
for and will be accepted by friends eg 
& rare personal gouvenir. TTo help it serve this 
urpose, a fine steel portrait, with auto raph 
ac B e, has been prepared especi cially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled e 5 d t back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, moti! ed edges, ele- 
gant library style, 5 .50; in f ull Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 

ghest possible. style and finish, $9. 


calf, 
The Busts of Voltaire, „Paine, and 


Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true: to 
life, p rice $1.00 each, Every admirer of these 
apostil eB o; ligious Liberty should hav them. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
panel, 103¢x17, $8; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 


cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 
Oloth, $1.25. For Sale at thia Office. 


15 CENTS. f 


Paper, 50 cts; cloth; a, $1. 


018, 
v. "Alexander 
Me Like a 
Dream,” and ** $ abate to Ebon O; Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
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NEW YORK: 


PRICE, 25 CENTS. 


-SOCIAL WEALTH, 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 


The Sole; Factors and Exact’ Ratios in Its|The Heathens of the Heath, . A fine! ly 


Aequirement, and Apportionment. 
By J. K. INGALLS. 
CONTENTS: Economic Schools: a brief re- 
view of their Origin and Growth; Rise and 
Growth of . Capitalism; "Oneürhed Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved "Machinery ; ; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Social Wealth; Land Own- 
ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
the Productiv Factors ; Partnership and Co-op- 
eration; Law of Contracts; Money'and Credit; 
Of Value or Econòmic Ratios; Taxation 48 a 
Remedy; Reforms, not Remedies ; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conelusion. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Clinton Place;:New York. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


bee Thou; h 
work, of. 


CAPTAINS OF | DUSTRY: 
i oR, 
Men or Busses. WHo Dm SOMETHING BESIDES 
Maxine Money. 
A BOOK FOR. YOUNG AMERICANS. 
BY JAMES PARTON. 


Jainly. prin 
ps o rie ee 


This book ‘contains 400 


ages, 
treating of forty-six characters in 


: helped the world; together with: eight. portraits. 


Mr. Parton’s works need no commendation. They 


are standard. 


Price, - - - - - $1.25, 
Mamm TUR TOURE BREKKE, 


The Secret of the East, 


The Origin of the eee in 
and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


— 


Price, $1.00. For sale at this office. 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. MeDonne 
author:of Exeter Hall, Family Oreeds, Day o: 
Rest, etc. 500 Pagos. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 


Exeter Hall. “One of the most excit- 


ing romances of the day." 
cents ; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot's works. By Frede tà Macdon- 

. ald. 404pages. $1.25. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 


Radical story. From the London edition. By 
Winwood Reade, authorof Martyrdom of Man. 


80 centa., 
All.in a-Lifetime. A Romance. By 
Miss:Susan H. Wixon. ‘The great charm of 


this novel is its absolute fidelity | to nature. Its 
perscnages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
gid 1 perspio uity I was scarcel; To ared to ex- 
d, ‘In such a marke depres even 
rom so gifted a pen as that of YXixon, 
. whose. brilliant and lucid style ia ip irs 
most readers in the Freethought ranka.” Ptice, 
. $1.50. Address TH SEEKER. 


SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other hag 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 
tont -five copies for $1; one.hundred copies for 

e wish thatthe friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of 


hese telling pictures, 


Practical -Experience with Poultry. 


-By Geo. M. Davenport... This is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 82.well-filled pages. costing only 
* a quarter,” but as full of meat as an egg. It is 
well called ** VProgieab for we find nothin an 
practical i init, Hens, ducks, geese, and turke 


artioularly Cri emer and their eoonomnionl 


bres and ki treated of. There are many. 
tioal hin E keeping poultry of on a 2 a large 
prase sores in ‘all, itis a very useful addition 


the poultry literature of the day. 
: TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
88 Olinton Place, New York. 


POULTRY. 


"Truth Seeker Brothers and Sisters, if you want 

ood, honest, thoroughbred poultry, please let me 
fav your order. I hav of the finest stock in the 
country, and will charge you only $1.50 per setting 
of Plymouth Rock, Pekin Duck, or Brown Leg- 
horn’s eggs for hatching, and $1.00 for each addi- 
Hous petting, same ord er. Alo. ine Flymonth 
Hoc! e che. ease wri 
Address, B, W. wtf ty M Mulberry, i Co. m 


nnsylvania. 


Price, paper, 60. 
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PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 
meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates. 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write. 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Earl 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By We HENRY 
Bun. Price, 2 cents. For sale at office. 
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SHOPPELL'S: 


a, W Monee 


*SHOPPEL/8 MODERN HOUSES” No. 3. 
(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored fro frontispiece showing the modern style 
of paintin 
A cardboard? Su plement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supp! vir all the neccessary pieces for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for r potting aom together. 
the supplement affords both old and 
young the gron: st amusement, it is more than a 
toy. Itis, in fact, a most practical les lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
mort popular designs, 80 exact that it is useful to 
ers. 
55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
to $15,000). 
ew Designs for Barns. 
1 New Design for a Chapel. 
Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 
(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 
An Article on Villa Park Associations, 


Sent, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRIOE, $1. . 
Address 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASSQ'N. 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 


From the German of MAX NORDAU. 


SEVENTH EDITION. 
A most powerfully written: book. —Phila, Recerd 
This Book is not a Book! It is a Deed and 
those who oppose it xil prove that they fear it.— 
Vienna News. Price, 
Rddrese TRE" Tita SEEKER CO., 
88 Clinton Pl., New York. 


The Bible Analyze 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 
CONTENTS : 

The Old Testament.—The New Testament. rhe 

Creation.—The Deluge.—The Exodus.—' 
eleg cf the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
e Messiah or 


the Bible.—The God of the Bible.—' 
c octavo, 833 333 pp. Bp Bplondidly execute *, Bent 
by mail, post pai 

SACRED MYSTERIES 


AMONG THE 
and the Quiches 11,500 


Years Ago. 
ORIGIN OF THE BIBLICAL MYTH 


By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. 
Illustrated. - - - Price, $2.50. 
For Sale at this office. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
i Introduetion by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


TRUTH SEEKER, 
Andress EAA Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are. for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 500. 


HERE AND THERE 
IN YUCATAN. 


Miscellanies by Azioz D. Lx .PLoNGEON, 
Author of ** Yucatan: Its Ancient 
Palaces and Modern 
Cities." 

Price, $1.25. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 83 Clinton Place 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


Mayas 


oR, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


BY 
H.J. SEIGNEURET, 
Secularist. 
Price, . - - =- 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
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diews of the Beek. 


CARDINAL JAooBINI, the pope’s secretary of 
state, died at Rome on the 28th ult. 


: Tux yacht Mayflower will go to Europe to 
contest the queen's cup with foreign boats. 

Tar Dauntless and the Coronet, two fast 
American yachts, will try arace across the 
Atlantic soon. 

Mrs. Roxatana Dmusr, of Heriiiner Oo, 
N. Y., was hanged last Monday for the mur- 
der of her husband. 

Torre is a rumor afloat that Dr. McGlynn 
is to be reinstated as pastor of St. Stephen's, 
but the report finds few believers. 

Tax house failed to override the president’s 
veto of the dependent pension bill, which is 
regarded as killed for the present. 

Mayor Hewrrr is recovering from the rheu- 
matism, and hopes shortly to enter upon the 
task of saving society according to his ante- 
election program. 

A RoT occurred at New Ross, Ireland, last 
Saturday, between Catholics and Protestants. 
Stones and clubs were used, and many per- 
sons were injured. 

In the late German elections Bismarck and 
the pope were victorious, and the passage of 
the seven-years army bill is now assured. The 
Socialists made large gains. 

A OONSTITUTIONAL amendment to change 

_ Inauguration Day from March 4th to April 
90th has passed the Senate and has been fa- 
vorably acted on by the House committee. 


Gen. Ben Burer slipped when getting off 
a train at Philadelphia on the 25th ult., and 
dislocated his shoulder. He came to New 
York, was readjusted, and went on with his 
business. 


Tar Amalgamated Association of Iron and 
Steel Workers hav won a victory in the strike 
at the Mingo works, Pittsburgh, Pa., and are 
now said to be the only recognized body in 
the trade. 


BRaAuNsomwEIG, who with Herr Most was 
imprisoned for violent talk, was let out of jail 
this week, his time having expired. His 
friends gave him a reception. Most's sen- 
tence ends 800n. 


‘Cart Souunz, who was a cabinet officer |. 


under Hayes, slipped on Sixth avenue last 

"Saturday, and broke his thigh. Mr. Schurz 
is fifty-eight years old, and it is feared that 
the injury may permanently cripple him. 

A oompany of American capitalists, Rufus 
Hatch being among the number, hav just 
purchased 50,000,000 acres of land in north- 
western Texas, northeastern New Mexico, 
and southeastern Colorado. The price is not 
known. 

Miss Macaiz Reaping, the Banksville, 
Pa., girl, whose reported miraculous cure of 
paralysis has excited attention, has been al- 
most speechless since she was cured of paral- 
ysis. Skeptics regard her “cure” as open to 
question. 

Tom CrzARY is the next boodle alderman to 
be tried. He is a good Catholic, and it is re- 
ported that twelve hundred children who at- 
tend St. Peter's school in this city hav been 
instructed to pray that he may triumph over 
his enemies. 

Tar Central Labor Union of New York has 
passed resolutions denouncing Judge Brown 
for his decision that Knights of Labor are 
conspirators, and T. V. Powderly for his 
action in forbidding Knights to extend help 
to the Chicago Anarchists. 

Tar Rev. Mr. Ward, of Englewood, N. J., 
shot his wife and himself one day last week. 
He made the usual error of shooting his wife 
first. Mrs. Ward is recovering, and the 
chances of her husband getting welt or dying 
are about even. Temporary insanity is the 
only explanation of the shooting yet offered. 

A BAND of Holiness evangelists entered 
Columbia, S. C., two weeks ago and inagu- 
rated strect services. The band consisted of 
three men and two women, and their conduct 
was such that a committee of citizens waited 
upon them one day last;week, escorted them 
to the depot, put them aboard a train, and 


promised to hang them if they ever came 
back. 


A TREMENDOUS earthquake on’ the 22d ult. 
along the Mediterranean coast in Italy is said 
to hav destroyed two thousand lives. In the 
district of the Genoese Riviera over 1,500 
people were killed. In the village of Bajardo 
the superstitious inhabitants thought thejudg- 
ment day had come, and took refuge in a 
church. The building was shaken down and 
300 were crushed to death. 


SERVANT, GIRL. 


ONE WILLING T0 BECOME 
THE MATHER OF A 
GREAT NATION 
PREFERRED. 


INTRODUCING ABRAHAM, THE FATHER OF ISRAEL. 


Odds and Gnds. 


Waar will the present year bring forth?" asks 
an exchange. Bring Fourth of July, of course. 


Dn. TarMAGE says that he intends to die in 
Brooklyn. This is good so far as it goes; but 
when, doctor, when? 


Don’r judge a man's wit 

By the clothes that he wears; 
Don't judge a man's grit 

By the way that he swears. 


. BAM Jonxs’s bad grammar was more than Boston 
people could stand. Boston people are anxious to 
go to heaven, but they want to get there gram- 
matically. 


Tux formation of Mother Eve’s tomb on the out- f 
' away,” said the teacher. 


skirts of Djeddah shows her to hav been à woman 
over thirty feet high. Small wonder that when 
she said, ** Eat,” Adam ate. 


Ir is reported in refined and intelligent Mormon 
circles that Brigham Young is to appear on earth 
again. His wife are waiting for the fulfilment of 
the prophecy with widely diversified feelings. 


Brown: “What do you think of the play?” 
Fogg: " Faiy good thing; but- what I object to 
is the intense realism in the third act—a church 
scene, you know. It was so natural that I actually 
went to sleep.” 


As an instance of the cheapness of Chinese labor, 
says the San Francisca Call, we note that in Chi- 
nese courts of justice witnesses can be hired at ten 
cents apiece to testify on either side of the ques- 
tion at issue, or on both sides at fifteen cents. 


Tur Rev. H. Bernard Carpenter, the Boston 
poet, has received an autograph letter from Ten- 
nyson, praising some of his recent work, and he is 
petitioning to hav the frog-pond deepened, that he 
may drown himself in the presence of his congre- 
gation. 


Tar temperance women of the District of Co- 
lumbia, who met the other night and passed reso- 
lutions thanking Congres for passing the Inter- 
state Commerce bill, are now importuning Judge 
Reagan to know when the pool-rooms are to be 
shut up. 


“I sHALL be out late to-night, my dear,” said 
young Professor X. to his wife; “there are some 
educational matters that must be attended to." 
* Very well," replied the patient wife. Then Pro- 
fessor X.,on educational matters intent, slipped 
over to the Polo Grounds, and taught the young 
female idea how to chute. 


“How long would you be willing to wait for 
me?” she asked, in tones so low he could scarcely 
catch the words. And then she wenton: “You 
know, George,” she said, “ that father has recently 
invested in a western silver mine, and he is going 
there at once, and I cannot leave mother alone. 


So I ask you again, George, how long would you 


be Willing to wait for me?” “Wait for you, my 
darling,” repeated George With deep emotion, for 


: contained in the last United States census. 


. else. 


his was no fleeting love, dear reader; “I will wait 
for you until we learn how the silver mine pans 


out.” 


_ ANXIOUS INQUIRER —The Blair Educational bill 
is a big thing in figures, as you will find by taking 
the $70,000,000 it calls for out of the treasury, and 
mixing these up with the statistics of illiteracy 
A few 
mathematical calculations will enable you to agcer- 
tain exactly how much learning it will produce to 
the acre.—Puck. 


An old tramp who had agreed to saw wood for 


; half an hour for his breakfast. from a Bridgeport 


woman quit at the seventh stick and said : ** Mad. 
am, I hav struck for more breakfast and less 
wood; are you willing to arbitrate?” *'Certain- 
ly,” she replied, and she left the case in the hands 


: of her bulidog, who ran the tramp half a mile, and 


decided that a lockout was inevitable. 


.“Ricues take unto themselvs wings and fly 
* What kind of riches is 
meant?" And the smart bad boy at the foot of the 
class said he “reckoned they must be ost-riches.’ 
And the only sound that broke the ensuing silence 
was the sound that areal smart bad boy makes 
when, without saying 80 in just so many words, he 
seeks to convey—and usually does convey—the 
impression that he is in great pain. 

* Owrxa to ill-health,” says Bill Nye, “I will sell 


: at my residence in town 29, range 18, west, accord- 
_ing to government survey, one crushed-raspberry 


colored cow, aged six years. She isa good milk- 
ster, and is not afraid of the cars—or anything 
She is a cow of undaunted courage, and givs 
milk frequently. To a man who does not fear 
death in any forn she would be a.great boom. She 
is very much attached to her home at present by 
means of a trace chain ; but she will be sold to any 


; one wftio will agree to treat herright. She is one- 
| fourth shorthorn and three-fourths hyena. Pur- 


chaser need not be identified. I will also throw in 
a double-barreled shotgun, which goes with her. 
In May she generally goes away somewhere for a 
week or two, and returns with a tall, red calf, with 
long, wabbly legs. Her name is Rose, and I would 
prefer to sell her to a non-resident.” 

One of the city officials, whose office is on the 
second floor of the City Hall, is a very. cautious 
man. They say that when he proposed to a young 
lady something over & year ago, he went at it in 
an original manner. They were sitting in the 
parlor, and Mr. B. began as follows : “ Miss š 
do I look like an ape?” “Why. Mr. 8., what a 


| question! Of course you don’t.” **All right. Do 


you take me for a jackass?” “A jackass? What 
do you ask that for? Of course I don't." **Very 
well. You don’t consider me a harum-scarum 
good-for-nothing, do you?" "Why, I never 
thought of such a thing. Why, Mr. 8., what put 
such a notion into your head?” ** Well, Miss 5 
inasmuch as you find me devoid of these objection- 
able peculiarities, I hav come to the conclusion 
that you feel an interest in me, and I want to ask 
you to become my wife.” They were married. 


THE TRUTH SEFKER ANNUAL 
Price, 25 cents. 


Gems of Thonght. 


. Many a negro bears upon his body the seared 
scar of the branding-iron, and the purple lines of 
the Protestant whip. And whatdid the thousands 
of Protestant ministers do? Preached, every one 
of them, from carefully-selected Bible.texts to 
prove that slavery was a divine institution.—E. M. 
Macdonald. 

Ovr literature is comparativly Liberal. Indeed, 
its Infidel tendencies are the lament of the pulpit 
and the religious press. The best magazines in 
the country are objects of frequent attack by the 
evangelical press for the heterodox character of 
many of their contributions and editorials. The 
gecular press is chiefly in the hands and under the 
control of men who hav outgrown the whole Chris- 
tian theology. If they show it respect, itis not be- 
cause they hav any love or sympathy for it, but 
because it has been sanctioned by the faith and 
piety of millions, and because it is yet nominally 
the religion of the veople for whom they write. 
The great majority of professional men are un- 
doubtedly Freethinkers. [This last assertion is 
the most doubtful that the writer makes. I trau- 
scribe his words in a town of. upward of eighty 
thousand, and there is scarcely a lawyer of any 
eminence, or even a physician, who lets it be 
known that he is a Freethinker, even if he is 
known to be one. by those who are intimate with 
him.. But this is a state of things that can't last 
long.] The public advocates of Freethought now 
speak in the best halls and to larger audiences in 
the West than the clergy can get to hear their ger- 
mons. And the Liberal cause is gaining daily.— 
Underwood's Lectures and, Essays. 


We can conquer nature only by obeying her 
laws; and, in order to obey those laws, we must 
first learn what they are.— Winwood Reade. 

Turre is a phrase, '* Christian gentleman,” and 
the idea of Christian seems usually to accompany 
the idea of gentleman; but why should the word 
gentleman be always associated with the name 
Christian? When you speak of a Christian gentle- 
man, do you mean that the gentleman and the 
Christian are one and inseparable? Do you mean 
that a gentleman must be a believer in total de- 
pravity, in an eternal hell? that there is no gen- 
tleman unless he believes in damnation, that abso- 
lute refinement, good breeding, gentlemanliness, 
involves & belief in the absolute destruction and 
eternal torment of nine-tenths of the human fam- 
ily? By-no means; when the terms Christian and 
gentleman are associated together, the term Chris_ 
tian is taken in its largest,not in its smallest, sense , 
—Frothinghanvs American Gentleman. 


T BELIEVE in the gospel of intelligence. This is 
the only lever capable of raising mankind. Intel- 
ligence must be the savior of this world. Human- 
ity is the grand religion, and no God can put a 
man in hell in another world who has made a lit- 
tle heaven in this. God cannot make a man mis- 
erable if that man has made somebody else happy. 
God cannot hate anybody who is capable of loving 
anybody. Humanity—that word embraces all 
there is.—R. G. Ingersoll. 


Ou, if the selfish knew how much they lost, 
What would they not endeavor, not endure, 
To imitate, as far as in them lay, 

Him who his wisdom and his power employs 
In making others happy ? —Cowper. 


I cage Dot oue straw for a belief in God, unless 
that belief makes one a better man. A God to 
whom you sithply doff your hat or bend your 
knee a8 you enter church, and who frightens you 
a little on your death-bed, but exerts no restrain- 
ing power on your vices, no ennobling influence 
on your character and life—what is such a God 
good for? Heis nothing more than a horseshoe 
over your front door; nothing but the new moon 
over your right shoulder; nothing but a hollow, 
gilded figure-head on your boat, as you go sailing 
down the stream of time. I want no such God. I 
believe in no such God. I will teach the existence 
of no such God. ButI believe in moral ideas as 
supreme. I believe in them as the divinest 
thoughts in all the great universeof mind. I be- 
lieveintheir mighty power to hold one up when 
he stumbles against temptations.—W. H. Spencer. 


Ir new-got gold is said to burn the pockets til it 
be cast into circulation, much more may new 
truth burn in the soul till it ind utterance.—Car- 
lyle's Sartor Resartus. 


Ir is assumed that the oath of a person who does 
not believe in a future life is worthless—an as- 
sumption which betokens much ignorance of 
history in those who assent toit (since it is historic- 
ally true that a large proportion of Infidels in all 
ages hav been persons of distinguished integrity 
and honor); and would be maintained by no one 
who had the smallest conception how many of the 
persons in greatest repute with the world, both 
for virtues and attainments, are well known, at 
least to their intimates, to be unbelievers,—Mill's 
Liberty. 

FEELING without judgment is à washy draught 
indeed; but judgment untempered by feeling is 
too bitter and husky a morsel for human degluti- 
tion.—Jane Eyre. 


Wor to us if we cannot be resolute. The miser- 
able man is he who halts between two opinions, 
who would and would not; who longs for the mer- 
chandise, and will not part with the price. He 
who has dared to look his destiny, however fright- 
ful, steadfastly In the face, to measure his strength 
with its difficulties, and once forall to givup what 
he cannot reach, has already ceased to be miser- 
able.—Carlyle’s Letters. 


THE three conclusions which I hav chiefly en- 
deavored to make clear are these : That the tenet 
of the inspiration of the scripture is baseless and 
untenable under any form or modification which 
leaves to it a dogmatic value; that the gospels are 
nottextually faithful records of the sayings and 
actions of Jesus; but, occasionally, at least, as- 
cribe to him words which he never uttered and 
deeds which he never did; and that the apostles 
only partially comprehended, and imperfectly 
transmitted, the teaching of their great master. 
_—Greg’s Creed of Christendom. 
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dotes and Clippings. 


Tr Ohio legislature last week repealed a 
law discriminating against colored children 
in the public schools. Some of the good, 
pious people of the state threaten to witb- 
draw their offspring from the schools if any 
'' niggers ” are allowed to attend. 


Fourten of the seventeen prominent wo- 
men of Seattle, W. T., who were interviewed 
on the woman suffrage question, said that 
they were glad that the law had baen declared 
void. This shows that the ‘‘ prominence " of 
these fourteen ladies is due to something be- 
sides their good sense. 


AN amendment to the Naval Appropriation 
bill, introduced last week by Senator Aldrich, 
appropriates $25,000 for the purchase of the 
steamer Stiletto for use as a torpedo vessel. 
The Stiletto is a ninety-foot yacht owned by 
& Connecticut man, and is said to be the fast- 
est boat in the waters of the world. 


Miss Nma Van Zanpr doesn’t know 
whether she is the wife of August Spies, the 
Anarchist, or not. Justice Engelhardt, of Chi- 
cago, who performed the marriage proxy for 
Spies, has returned the alleged marriage cer- 
tificate to the county clerk. Theclerk said he 
would not file the paper until he had obtained 
legal advice on the subject. 


Waen the Rev. Mr. Ward, of Englewood, 
N. J., shot his wife two weeks ago, the crime 
was charitably attributed to temporary insan- 
ity. The friends of Mrs. Ward now allege 
that the shooting was wilfully done, and that 
it was the crowning act of & long period of 
brutal treatment. He simply became angry 


at herandshot her. Mrs. Ward is recovering 
at the house of her brother-in-law, and when 
the reverend criminal is well enough to be ont 
he will hav to face a prosecution. 


Tur friends of the Rev. Mr. Staunton, of 
Brooklyn, havn't got through having trouble 
about their pastor. After he was ousted 
from the presbytery and his wife had secured 
a divorce, he established an independent 
church. Now he has disappeared and his 
flock is without a shepherd. He is under 
bonds to pay his divorced wife $8 per week. 


JoaAoHiM Prcor, pope of Rome, was sev- 
enty-six years old on the ist inst. Father 
McGlynn's congregation sent him a congratu- 
latory telegram promising that they would 
continue to pray for him. This is uncalled 
for. If there is anyone who does not need 
praying for, it should be the man who is in- 
fallible in spiritual matters, and who is phys- 
ically-too weak to be wicked. 


AT the minister’s weekly meeting recently, 
Chicago, the Rev. F. Taylor read a paper 
upon Christianity and Socialism, in which he 
said that ‘‘ Moses, David, and Solomon stand in 
straight alignment with Henry George.” The 
conclusion of his discourse was as follows: 
‘ To digest the whole matter, God's ancient 
land law made a per capita distribution of 
the soil, made the metes and boundaries of 
each inheritance perpetual, provided a peri- 
odical cancelation of incumbrances, and ready 
redemption at any time without interest, At 
the very vestibule of the New Testament, we 
find Jolin the Baptist advocating Socialistic 
principles when he said: * He that hath two 
coats, let him giv one to him that hath none, 
and meat likewise. Turn it which way you 
will—Old or New Testament—the Bible af- 


folds the absolute property theorists magnifi- 
cent fighting all along the line. It is passing 
strauge that, with such strong intrenchments 
in the Bible, the Socialists of recent years 
hav nearly all been Atheists, and hav enter- 
tained toward organized Christianity senti- 
ments of incurable bitterness. But the mys- 
tery disappears when we remember that 
they, like the people, are more disposed to 
read the church than the BiUfe, and find it 
mustering with their enemies.” 

Up in Missouri they hav caught on toa 
Scheme to turn the regular sensational “‘ re- 
vival” to practical account, in a worldly 
sense. First, a noted ‘‘ professional” is en- 
gaged who understands exactly how to 
“ convert,” then a committee is sent arouud 
to all the business men with a written '' in- 
dorsement” of the prospectiv series of meet- 
ings, which they all sign with the understand- 
ing that the meetings will bring the country 
people into the city by hundreds, and make 
business brisk. After all the business men 
and the men of wealth and influence hav 
given their indorsement, it is easy to get 
nearly every one else to add his name, as the 
average man loves to be in fashion. These 
signatures appear in the local papers, and 
prove & powerful advertisment among the 
unsophisticated people of the rural districts, 
who imagin the entire population has got re- 
ligion, and whole families pour into town to 
hear the wonderful evangelist whose minis- 
trations are attended with such a marvelous 
outpouring of the holy spirit. The Sedalia 
Bazoo one day last week had over a page of 
such indorsements of a great revival meeting 
now in progress in that city. It is the 
shrewdest business scheme that bas come un- 
der our observation for some time, and next 


thing to a paper railroad boom for a dead 
town.—- Gazetteer. 

Tats is a part of Counselor Swett's argu- 
ment in behalf of his clients, the Chicago 
Anarchists: “I know of no more appropri- 
priate illustration of the legal status liability 
of the defendants in relation to their intem- 
perate utterances, or in relation to their 
liability under all the evidence, than to recall 
the history of the formation of the Repub- 
lican party. It was a party which had for 
its object the reformation of the civil society 
and the civil institutions in this country. 
The most radical of its leaders characterized 
the Constitution of the United States as '& 
league with hell! Underground railroads 
were everywhere established, leading from 
Mason and Dixon's line to Canada, and peo- 
ple conspired, contrary to the Constitution 
and laws, to aid and abet the slave in his 
escape. If he were arrested by officers of the 
law, people were guilty of a conspiracy to 
rescue him. The storm finally culminated, 
and by and by old John Brown, caught up 
by the inspiration of the occasion, committed 
an offense against the laws of Virginia. 
Was everybody who made speeches for the 
Republican party guilty of the offense for 
which John Brown was convicted? The side 
taken by the prosecution and the court is to 
say that John Brown's raid was a natural 
outgrowth of the Republican party. If there 
had been no Republican party there would 
hav been no John Brown's raid, and there- 
fore that all Republieans who made speeches 
ard believed in the Utopian idea of a change 
in society for the benefit of a class were like 
the Anarchists, and were particeps criminis 
with old John Brown, and ought to be 


banged." 
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Communications. 


Mrs. Colman’s Reminiscences. | 


-One Saturday morning word came to me from my 
friend that she had made an appointment for me to 
speak in a Presbyterian church in the town of Rush 
the following Sunday evening, and that she would 
call for me in a few hours. I was full of fear; to 
speak in a chüreh was something formidable. What 
if I should fail? We were to be entertained at the 
home of the person who had obtained the use of the 
church—a Friend—but whose standing was such in 
the town that the trustees granted him the use of the 
building. Mr. Hallock did not know me, but sup- 
posed I was an experienced speaker. Mrs. Post 
charged me. that on no account was I to tell them 
that I had never spoken, save for a few moments in 
some convention. She said they had no anxiety, and 
it would be foolish to giv them any cause to fear a 
failure. The bell rang for the services to commence, 
and, with trembling knees, I ascended the pulpit. I 
always had such command of my voice that my em- 
barrassment was not observable if I could keep out 
of sight the trembling that possessed my physical 
frame. The meeting was pronounced a success. 
Mrs. Post and Mrs. Hallock sat with me in the pulpit; 
Mrs. Post opened the meeting with a short speech 
and then introduced me in quite a flattering manner. 
When riding home, after the lecture, Mr. Hallock 
said to Mrs. Post, * Does Lucy Colman always speak 
from a written manuscript?” Mrs. Post’s answer 
was, “I -never heard her when she used notes before 
this evening.” “Well,” said Mr. Hallock, “if she 
will throw aside her notes I will obtain the house in 
the other part of. the town, and take her over there 
for anoiher meeting. I don't like reading ; I'm too 
much of à Friend." So the notes were carefully put 
aside, and the next meeting was an extempore speech. 
My indefatigable friend soon appointed the third 
meeting. This was in the town of Williamson, where 
lived & noted reformer, Griffith Cooper. He had 
been a naval officer, but had been converted to the 
doetrin of peace in some special outpouring of the 
Spirit, and was a Friend, but left the organization for 
the same reason that Amy and Isaac Post had—be- 
cause of proslavery in the order. 

I had a professed friend in Rochester who, though 
a Friend and Abolitionist, always felt that he held a 
commission from God to attend to God's business in 
this world. He was eminently Christian, and kept 
all the commandments of the law (save paying his 
debis). He did not like my Infidelity. ik Soon as 
he heard that an appointment had been made for me 
through Griffith Cooper for a Sunday lecture, he 
made haste with his wife to visit Mr. Cooper, and told 
him he was afraid the speaker would be a great dis- 
appointment, as she was entirely new to the business, 
eic. This was very perplexing to Mr. Cooper, 
as he prided himself upon having introduced to that 
community very able speakers—as a specimen, Mrs. 
Ernestine L. Rose, the accomplished Polish woman ; 
but the meeting was well advertised, and must go on. 
When Mrs. Post and myself arrived, Mr. Cooper 
evinced much dislike for me, saying that his friend 
and wife from Rochester were already his guests, and, 
had told him that we were imposing on them a per- 
son who was entirely green, and would no doubt dis- 
grace the getters-up of the meeting. I was so cha- 
grined that I refused his hospitality, as did my 
friend, and we sought a home, which was easily ob- 
tained, elsewhere. The church where I was to speak 
was a Union house, built by more than one body of 
Christians. The Reformed Presbyterians had at that 


time a settled minister by the name of Gregg. He 


occupied the pulpit in the morning, giving it to me 
for the afternoon. At another village a mile or more 
away, the Methodists were holding u protracted meet- 
ing, but gave up the hour of my appointment, and 
came in a body, five ministers, and seated themselvs 
directly in front of the pulpit, and, to their honor be 
it written, were very respectful to me and to the 
meeting. 
. Mr. Gregg opened the meeting; the house was 
crowded, and it was daylight, much more trying than 
. evening for a young speaker. Mrs. Post always said 
(she was with me in the pulpit) she could hear my 
, heart beat, so activly did it thump, but when I saw 
: Mr. Cooper with his guest from Rochester (the wives 
did not venture to come to the church) looking as 
though a great catastrophe was about to happen, I 
lost all fear, and so conquered the timid getter-up of 
- the meeting thai at the close of the services he came 
to me, apologized for his inhospitable greeting, said 
he was proud of my success, and gave me a cordial 
invitation to his home, ete. I was already engaged 
by Mr. Gregg to go to Webster, some twelve miles, 
that evening, and speak for him at one of his regular 
` appointments. 

All these persons, save my constant friend, hav 
long since passed over the river of death, but I hav 
recorded this to show how much more to be dreaded 
-and, if possible, avoided is afaise friend than an open 
foe. Once engage in the dirty work of injuring one 
who does not believe in your creed, and the work 


Agnes and William Wallace. 


grows apace, and, worse than all else, such persons 
come to really think thevare doing God a service for 
which they shall merit and obtain a high seat in 
-heaven. 

In the autumn of that year Mrs. Post proposed that 
we should go to Michigan, and attend the annual con- 


vention of the Western Antislavery Society, and so” 


find and plan work for the winter; and now com- 
mences my most arduous work for the slave. 

The convention was held in a small town some 
fifteen or twenty miles west of Detroit, not at that 
time on the line of any railroad, so we were obliged 
io stay in that city over-night and find an early con- 
veyance in the morning. 

Mrs. Post, always fertil in resources, suggested 
that we hunt up some of the colored people of the 
city, quite a number of whom she had entertained at 
home; so we went into a barber’s shop, where we 
found a good-looking, intelligent mulatto, who, 
learning our names and business, invited us to go to 
his house, where he said we would find his wife, who 
would be glad to entertain us as long as we desired 
to stay in Detroit, adding that Mrs. Bibb, the widow 
of the Rev. Henry Bibb, was 2 boarder in their family. 
I think Mr. Bibb deserves some little notice here, as 
he was a somewhat notable man, and the first colored 
man whom I ever heard speak from pulpit or plat- 
form. He made his escape from slavery, was re- 
taken, and subjected to a punishment, for the awful 
crime of trying to be a freeman, that would shame a 
savage. An iron ring, stuck thick with sharp-pointed 
nails, was put about his neck and welded together. 
The ring was so small and close that the least turn- 
ing of the head in any way would cause these points 
to bore into the flesh. Such was his equipment for 
day and night. The master was a Christian man, 
deacon of the Presbyterian church in the place. 

The region of the South where Mr. Bibb was held 
as a slave was at this time greatly troubled by horse- 
thieves, and a company of them, visiting the town 
for the purpose of buying horses (as they said), came 
to see the deacon’s stables. They were so shocked at 
the cruelty displayed that they immediately decided 
to buy the slave—the deacon agreeing to make the 
price low on account of the light color of his victim, 
which, as he said, made him less valuable. 

The bargain was made; Bibb was taken to a black- 
smith shop, and the iron collar cut from his neck, the 
horse-thieves taking good care in a few days to pos- 
sess themselvs of horseflesh from this good Chris- 
tian’s stable, to cover the expense of their purchase. 
They were very kind to their man, but told him they 
could not afford to giv him hisfreedom without mak- 
ing something out of him, and that they would sell 


him to some one who would treat him well, compared | 


to the treatment he had received from his former 
master, and that beiore they should sell him they 
would teach him to escape from slavery, and put him- 
self beyond being retàken, all of which they did. Mr. 
Bibb became a reverend, and quite á successful busi- 
ness man, and died leaving some considerable prop- 
erty to his widow, a beautiful and accomplished wo- 
man. 

To return to cur journey, we found a more 
than comfortable home with our new acquaintances, 


some ten years’ standing, always, fearing arrest. In 
the ten years Mr. Walldce had bought and paid for a 
pretty cottage on Congress street, and Mrs. Wallace 
had furnished it by the use of her needle. It was not 
only comfortable in the furnishing, but there were 
many elegancies that very few of the working people 
of that day felt able to supply themselvs with. Such 
people were slaves by the laws of many of the states, 
and the United States laws protected the states, and 
returned the fleeing bondman, and the church said, 
* Amen; ’tis according to scripture. Paul sent back 
Onesimus; why shall we dispute the Jaw of God?” 
Mrs. Wallace proposed that we should come back to 
Detroit after the close of the convention to which we 
were going, and we agreed to do so. We found a 
conveyance to our meeting, arriving rather late in the 
afternoon. We were both of us strangers to most of 
the meeting. Henry C. Wright, an Eastern man, 
whom Mrs. Post had frequently entertained, was 
there, but he seemed hardiy to notice us. He was 
talking of the angels, like a new convert to the 
church, He could think of nothing but Spiritualism. 
Mr. Wright did not trouble himself about us, not 
even sufficiently to introduce us, but at last a Mr. 
DeGarmo, who was a former resident of Rochester, 
discovered Mrs. Post, and soon found a home for us 
with his sister and husband, who were residents of 
the place. Here I found the Boston Investigator, 
as also the Liberator, Mr. Garrisons paper. 

This family were ready to embrace Spiritualism 
when the proof should come to them; but I think it 
never came—never while I knew them. We had 
very earnest discussions concerning the subjects 
which the meeting was to entertain. Marius Robin- 
son was present, from Ohio, a man almost ethereal 
in his make-up. He was one of the “ Lane Seminary 
boys," studying under Dr. Beecher, who left that 
institution on account of the position its president 
held toward the antislavery eause. 

Mr. Robinson gave up his antieipations of the pul- 
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pit, became an earnest worker for emancipation, and 
edited for some years the Antislavery Bugle, a very 
respectable paper published in Salem, Ohio, th 
organ of the Western society. 

This man, whom to look upon, one would beim- . 
pressed with his goodness, was set upon by a mob 
some few years before, while lecturing for the slave's 
cause, tarred and feathered, and left to die if not 
able to remove himself from the solitary place of his 
persecution. So long a time elapsed before his dis- 
covery and rescue that his death seemed imminent. 
He was very sick, for many months confined to his 
bed, and never recovered his wonted health. This 
man was not at all inclined to giv up this meeting to 
Spiritualism. He, with Mrs. Post and myself, loudly 
opposed the whole thing. This was the beginning 
of hostilities, so to speak, with the Spiritualists of 
Michigan and myself. i ; 

I was appointed by the Western society as their 
agent, and so advertised, but had to pay my own ex- 
penses and make my own salary. Not a very bright 
outlook for earning a living for the home in Roch- 
ester, but I had sueceeded so well in three months 
that the American Antislavery Society, its headquar- 
ters in Boston, being informed that I had kept my- 
self employed, paying my own way, sent me a com- 
mission to work for them, guaranteeing my expenses, 
and a small salary, at the same time charging me to 
use diligence (in all ways) to make my collections 
cover the expenses. j 

I had asked that society to employ me when I de- 
cided to go West, but my Rochester friends had 
sent them word that I would fail (I had more than 
one of that kind of friend there) and so had failed 
to get an appointment. It was a great satisfaction 
to be told by the general agent at the end of the 


-year that my work had cost the society, in expenses, 


much less than any other one in the-field. I did not 
tell him what was true, that when not able to find 
people sufficiently friendly to the cause to entertain 
me for the cause’s sake, I never allowed myself the. 
luxury of more than one meal a day, or a fire in my 
room, no matter though the thermometer marked 
many degrees below zero. If reformers were a little . 
less like other people, and would put aside their 
jealousies and fears that some other one would be a 
little more popular than themselvs, and so not be 
guilty of suggesting that there might be impro- 
prieties in the conduct of such a one, the work for 
the world would be more easily done. But we are 
all as yet very imperfect, we shall learn by and by, 
let us hope. Lvox N. Cotman. 


From Florida. 

Fort Myers, Fra., Feb. 15, 1887.—It may interest 
some of the readers of Tur Taura SEEKER to get a 
word from this far-off *summer.land." We arrived 
here from the “cold regions" some ten days since, 
and found June weather here, and ib has continued 
quite uniformly ever since. 

This place is the farthest south of any considerable 
settlement on the main-land of Florida. The inhabi- 


‘tants are mainly from the East and Northwest, there 


being but few nativs of Florida here, except the 
colored and the Seminoles, whose reservation is some 
distance inland, but some of whom often come to the 
white man’s market with venison and other products 
of the chase or of their primitiv industries. 

This climate is the finest you can conceive. There 
are clouds which relieve the monotony of a contin- 
uous “shine,” but which never cast a pall of gloom ; 
and there are constant breezes from the Gulf and 
ocean which render the almost vertical sun of June 
and July tolerable to bear, they say. At the latter 
month, I am told, their rainy season commences, 
which must, I should suppose, mix the heat and wet 
in somewhat uncomfortable proportions. This side 
of the Caloosahatchie is supposed to be below the 
frost line, yet last winter Jack Frost made a raid 
some distance below it, and his traces can be seen 
here now in the stumps and shortened limbs of the 
cocoanut, mango, and even guava-trees. This year 
he eame quite down to the river, but did not cross at 
this point, where the river indeed is really an arm of 
the Gulf, or rather of Charlotte Harbor. This har- 
bor is a beautiful sheet of water, interspersed with 
islands, but the shores are low, and the country low, 
and the soil sandy, but quite productiv. Henry 
George has hardly been heard of in this region, but 
everywhere people are complaining that. the land is 
forestalled, that advancement is checked and, in 
many places, wholly suspended by the arbitrary re- 
fusal of large proprietors to sell ut rates possible to 
be paid. It is but a brief period since nearly all the 
land in Florida was publie land. Now little or no 
available land is open to entry under the homestead 
law. The management of the publie lands in this 
state might be said to be exceptionally villainous 
only that it is merely different in detail from that in 
the other states and territories. Wherever the dona 
Jide settler goes in search of land, he finds it in 
the hands of parties who hav anticipated his purpose 
and blocked his way, and such action is sanctioned 
by the laws of the state or general government. - It 
seems to me this speaks poorly for & state control of 
the land, since in all modern states the land, origi- 
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nally owned by the state, has been quite gener- 
ally given up to private commercial ownership. This, 
but for à cireumstanee hereafter explained, would be 
something astonishing, since, as a question of com- 
merce, no profit can possibly arise from the purchase 
and sale of land. To place a price upon land adds 
nothing to its produetivness or to the exchange of 
commerce, begets no supply, and creates no demand 
for any production of labor. It would, of course, 
operate as & bar to those who sought to apply their 
labor and had not means to purchase; that is all. 
For, whatever price is put upon the land originally, 
or subsequently added, in whatever speculativ appre- 
ciation, adds nothing to the general wealth, nor even 
to the wealth of the land-holders themselvs, taken as 
a whole, since control of the land of a country, such 
as will maintain a monopoly, can only be effected at 
a great loss to some, especially those who attempt to 
carry on speculations by the use of credit. Com- 
mercial transactions, taken as a whole, tend to equi- 
librium, 2.e., the profits, over and above appropriate 
remuneration of services, form an equation with 
losses. This cannot be otherwise. And why this 
proposition is ever thoughtlessly questioned is be- 
cause we hav before us the immense fortunes which 
a few acquire through careful or fortunate improve- 
ment of the ebb and flow of the trade currents, while 
the losses, however well noted at the moment, at 
once disappear, leaving not even a wreck behind. 

That this same principle holds true in regard to 
traffic in land no one familiar with real estate opera- 
tions will question. In any matter of gaming, there 
must be as many gains as losses, and as great 
amounts of one as of the other. I know, for instance, 
a family in southern Ohio, whose ancestor took up a 
considerable tract of land when it was the “ North- 
west Territory.” They hav been selling land ever 
since, but seldom bought any, except under fore- 
closure. They hav now—the fourth generation— 
more land, at least in pecuniary value, than ever be- 
fore, and are largely wealthy in improvements, build- 
ings, and also in shares and bonds. AN these values, 
however, so far as they hav been derived from the 
trade in land, hav been obtained from the losses of 
those who hav attempted to obtain homes, or carry 
lands on speculation, but whose selling has been in 
the main compulsory, and so at & loss, and which the 
successful holder has been thus, and only thus, 
enabled to add to. his stock. One family has made 
profits ; a thousand, losses. 

As an illustration of this, and of the folly of efforts 
at curing the land evil by taxing away its profits, 
when there were really none to tax, I will state that 
in one of the counties north of this, I noticed an ad- 
vertisment of two hundred and eighty-five farms and 
lots to be sold for taxes. Doubtlesss some of these 
wore taxes neglected by oversight, and due from non- 
residents who were able to pay; but a large propor- 

stion of those are due by persons “ declining the busi- 
ness” of dealing in lands, because compelled to do 
so from economic causes. Where land is_able to be 
‘rented, either with or without improvements, there 
seems to be an increment to the credit or profit side, 
to be sure, but it must be remembered that this is 
largely balanced by the interest paid upon land 
credits, and that what is not thus balanced is really 
a time purchase, an instalment, as it were, of the pur- 
chase price, and represents very closely, if not iden- 
tically, the interest upon such price, and can but show 
that, as in all other games of chance, losses form an 
equation with gains, however they may be shared. 

The deduction seems plain, then, that the body of 
the people hav no interest in land traffic, more than 
in any other system of gaming, arid that it is a grave 
mistake to giv it the sanction of public law. 

On our way to Florida we stopped at Washington, 
and “did” some of the public shows. “We attended 
the woman's meetings, both Suffrage and Temper- 
ance. We listened with a good deal of interest to 
Mrs. Neymann, Mrs. Colby, Mrs. Wallace (mother of 
Gen. Wallace), Miss Frances E. Willard, Mrs. White- 

. hall Smith, and, last but not least, Mrs. Isabella 
‘Beecher-Hookex. The movement in both directions 
has evidently not only come to stay, but to make a 
home for itself. It seems quite probable, as you hav 
pointed out, that the woman’s ballot may not only 
help on the prohibition movement, but also the God- 
in-the-Constitution craze; but although I hav hereto- 
fore shared this fear, I now think that the God which 
they will help put into the Constitution will not be 
the mere masculin Jehovah of the Jews, but rather 
the Elohim of Genesis, embracing ** Mother Nature” 
ag well as “Father Spirit.” 

The hierarchy of the eclesiastical institutions, no 
doubt, pereeive that the enfranchisment of the 
woman means the abdication of their supremacy, and 
so consistently oppose it. oman’s subjection in 
the church is assured so long as inferiority in rights 
is maintained in the state. The real priest is consti- 
tutionally opposed to her civil emancipation. Many 
ministers, however, whose noble manhood underlies 
their theological conceptions, join heartily in the 
movement, indifferent to consequences. Doubtless 
in the minds of some there is a purpose, also consist- 
ent with the priestly rôle, to turn it to religious ac- 
count by guiding a movement which can be no longer 
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directly resisted. But whoever has listened to Miss 
Willard, Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Wallace, or Mrs. Hooker, 
will become satisfied that the enfranchisment of 
woman, in civil and secular affairs, will necessarily 
lead to her supremacy in the church, where she far 
outranks the other sex in number and in zeal. 

Of course, this will not be attained without a ter- 
rifie struggle with the male supremacy which now 
dominates the ruling sects. The Catholic church has 
already a woman among its immaculately conceived 
divinities, a “mother of God,” and numerous dead 
women elevated as saints; but its entire living hie- 
rarchy is composed of men, celibates at that, who are 
divorced as far as possible from human ties, and 
direct relation to posterity. Now, the woman's 
movement is especially a human one, and the religion 
to which it leads is one in which humanity will no 
longer be sacrificed to the theological idea; but the 
theological conception will prevail which is best cal- 
culated to lift and ennoble humanity. The fact that 
all the leading minds in this movement are taking a 
deep interest in the labor and economical reforms is 
proof of this position. Not only are the ladies who 
are conspicuous for their religious fervor earnest 
investigators of the labor question, but the more 
Liberal and even skeptical of them are evincing the 
same interest. : 

While, therefore, I attach little importance to the 
ballot in the hands of man or woman, as anything 
more than an educational experiment, and am unable 
to understand how a truth or natural law can be de- 
termined by “a show of hands,” I am deeply inter- 
ested in this rebellion of woman, more for what it 
promises to lead to than for what it distinctly pro- 
poses. i J. K. I. 


-e 
The Jewish and Christian Fiddle. 

To F. W. Brarpstxy, Dear Sir: Your letter dated 
Birmingham, Connecticut, February 16th, came to 
hand via the editor of Tue Trura SEEKER. 

` I receive a great many letters; some from men 
who are not honest—they do not mean what they say ; 
they are hypocrits, wolves in sheep’s clothing ; they 
claim to be what they are not; they pretend to be 
Liberals, when I know they are working in the inter- 
est of the church. I take such men and shake 'em 
up, then giv them an airing, then roll them under my 
foot, and then sit down on them—sometimes hard. 
But you seem to be an honest inquirer, and, as such, 
are entitled to due consideration. 

As to your first question, “ Where does John Peck 
get his authority in reference to the crucified savior 
Christna? I hav seen the name spelled Crishna and 
Krishna, but I never saw it spelled Christna. The 
name is pronounced Kreeshnah." 

The authority in regard to the Hindoo savior 
Crishna will be found in ** The History of the Chris- 
tian Religion," by Charles B. Waite, and in “ Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors,” by Kersey Graves, in Taylor's 
* Syntagma," and in a number of other works. 

These works. can all be obtained at Toe Trura 
Srexer office, and I commend them to your notice. 
Perhaps they may reveal things to you which you 
never thought of before. l 

In regard to the second question, “ Where, in the 
Bible, does it say that death ends all, or something 
similar?’ I hav to say that I am not aware that I 
ever made the statement that the sentence “death 
ends all” could be found in the Bible. 


But the sense of the sentence can be found in the |J 


Bible, if not the sentence: “As the cloud is con- 
sumed and vanisheth away,.so he that goeth down to 
the grave shall come upno more. . And thou 
shalt seek me in the morning, but I shall not be” 
(Job vii, 9, 21). 

- “But man dieth and wasteth away, yea, he giveth 
up the ghost, and where is he? As the water faileth 
from the sea, and the flood decayeth and drieth up, 
so man lieth down and riseth not till the heavens be 
no more; they shall not awake nor be raised out of 
their sleep” (Job xiv, 10, 13). 

“The wicked shall not be.” “The wicked shall 
perish, and be as the fat of lambs; they 
shall consume ; into smoke shall they consume away ” 
(Psalm xxxvii, 10, 20). 

“For that which befalleth man befalleth beasts; 
even one thing befalleth them ; as the one dieth, so 
dieth the other; yea, they hav all one breath, so that 
man hath no preéminence over the beast, for all is 
vanity. All go unto one place, all are of the dust, 
and all turn to dust again. Who knoweth the spirit 
of man that goeth upward, and the spirit of the beast 
that goeth downward to the earth?” (Eccl. iii, 19, 20, 
21. 

there are many other passages of the same import, 
but I hav not the time to look them up. I hay 
given you sufficient to show you that any doctrin can 
be proved by the Bible. It has been said that the 
Bible is like an old fiddle—any tune can be played on 
it. The violin has been pronounced the king of in- 
struments because it affords the greatest variety of 
sounds. But the number is scarcely greater than 
the different doctrins which can be established by the 
Bible. 

Tt teaches love and hatred, war and peace. It en- 
eourages the use of wine and strong drink, and for- 


i selling of tainted meat. 


bids it. It teaches honesty, and recommends the 
It teaches the love of par- 
ents and the hatred of parents; the love of children 
and the hatred of children, even the eating of them. 
It teaches monogamy and polygamy. It commands 
virtue and then consigus young virgins to the lustful 
embrace of a brutalized soldiery. In brief, there is 
no end totheabsurdities, abominations, and contradic- 

tions of the Bible. as 
Read it for yourself, with your eyes open! You 
will find it one of the most convincing Freethought 
documents which has ever been published. Hoping 
this may prove satisfactory, I am, 
Respectfully yours, Jonn PECK. 


to — ———— 
Why Am I Not a Christian? 


REPLY NO. II. TO THE YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION. 

GENTLEMEN: After reading your card asking why I 
am not a Christian, I sent it to the Rev. J. E. Rish- 
ards, who once sued me for expressing my honest 
opinion as to his religious belief. And let us hope 
that it will do him much good. Christ was put to 
death for having expressed his honest opinions, and 
I was sued for having expressed my honest opinions. 
When I look back at the record of professed Chris- 
tians and see how bad they hav been, it almost makes 
me shudder to look at a church. 

According to Lord's * Modern History,” a work 
used in our public schools, the Catholic church used 
to sell indulgences—that is, the right to commit sin. 
And its business agent said: ‘“ There is no sin so 
great that the indulgence cannot remit it. Even re- 
pentance is not necessary ; indulgences save not the 
living only, they save the dead." ‘“ The very moment 
that the money clinks against the bottom of this 
chest, the soul escapes from purgatory and flies to 
heaven.” . 

Now, gentlemen, as bad as the Catholics were and 
their religion is, it is better than your religion. They 
pray for the dead; you do not. They are willing to 
giv a man a chance in the next world by praying his 
soul out of purgatory; but if your mother is in hell 
you let her alone. You profess to believe in prayer, 
but you will neither pray for her release nor pay a 
minister to ask God to let her out. You say that 
Christ cast out devils; but he did not cast them back 
into hell—he was willing that they should remain out 
where they could get a little fresh air. Don’t you 
think that your mothers, if in hell, ought to hav 
a little fresh air sometimes? Christ was so good 
that he never hurt anyone, not even the devil, when 
he had a chance. He is said to hav forgiven a thief 
and a band of unbelieving murderers who took his 
life for the reason that they did not believe him to 
be the son of God. And yet, you insult the memory 
of Christ by supposing that he who was willing io 
forgiv unbelieving murderers will damn or has damued 
your unbelieving good mothers. And you want to 
know why I am not a Christian ? 

The church always has run everything, "nd to-day 
it tries torun our public schools. It has more cheek 
than honesty, and no respect for the rights of others. 
Let me giv my views on the Bible-in-school question, 
which were published in the Mvening Journal: 

THE BIBLE IN 8SONOOL. 

Sir: I see by the Journal that '* Mt. Clemens has been ag- 
itating itself over the Bible-in-the-public-schools question, 
and the teachers hav lent their aid to continue the unsettled 
state of affairs by requiring the pupils to vote upon the sub- 
ject. The returns showed 441 in favor of reading the book ; 
36 against it, and several who didn't care anything about it.” 

Now, it ig evident from the above article, taken from the 
Journal, that the teachers hav influenced those children how 
to vote, and if so, they hav shown themselvs unfit for the po- 
sitions which they occupy. In school they should attend 
strictly to the things in this world, and let the clergy, church, 
and Sunday-schools do the looking after the things in the 
next world. Protestants would object to the Catholic Bible, 
and the Catholics object to the Protestant Bible, aud others 
object to the running a school in the interest of any sectarian 
church or religion. 

All religions and all Bibles are sectarian, and the law has 
settled the question of sectarianism, and settled it fairly and 
squarely, by saying, ‘‘ The legislature shall make no laws to 
compel any person to pay tithes, taxes, or other rates for the 
support of any minister of the gospel or teacher of religion " 
(Article 4, section 29, of the constitution of the state of Mich- 
igan). Now, when a teacher reads a religious lesson, he is 
a teacher of religion, and if he reads it in school, he is a vio- 
lator of the law, for the law says that he shall not do it. 

And we find these words on page 17 of the General School 
Laws for 1885: ' No school district shall apply any of the 
moneys received by it from the primary school interest fund, 
or from any and all other sources, for the support and main- 
tenance of any school of a sectarian character.” 

Now, the Catholic, the Protcstant, and all Bibles and relig- 
ions are sectarian, and the overriding of the constitutional 
rights of the tax-payer caused a most scandalous law-suit at 
St. Johns, another law-suit at Lowell, and it has been a bone 
of contention at many places for years. In place of discord, 
there should be harmony in the school district, and if the 
teacher, in place of a religious lesson, would giv a temper- 
ance lesson and point out and explain the effect of alcohol on 
the human stomach, it would be better for the school, and no 
one justly could find fault with such a course. 

St. Johns, Mich., Jan. 7, 1887. M. BaAnoock. 

Gentlemen, you should hav a better opinion of 
Christ than to believe that he would cast out a lot of 
devils and then send them to drive a drove of hogs 
to water, where the devils could get a drink, and 
then believe that he will east your unbelieving good 
mothers into hell where they will hav to try to do 
without water forever and ever. M. Bascoos. 
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News and Notes. 


The Chess brothers, Garden City, Kansas, are a 
couple of Michigan boys, full of the pioneer spirit 
and enthusiasm for humanity. It was they who be- 
gan the campaign in this frontier town, which, in two 
years, can boast of the graces of an Eastern city, so 
rapid has been its advancement in wealth and pros- 
perity. Our friends did not know but they would be 
alone in the battle, but they soon, on earefnl inquiry, 
discovered a large and influential number of Liberal 
minded men and women who were interested in the 
expression of Freethought, so that the Opera House 
was secured for the occasion, and it was nearly filled 
with one of the most appreciativ audiences I hav ad- 
dressed. 

Mr. H. C. St. John, a leading lawyer of the place, 
a son of ex-Governor St. John, is a thorough-going 
Liberal, keen and clear as a northern breeze. He has 
his father’s reformatory ability, but not any of his 
orthodoxy. I enjoyed the hospitality of himself and 
wife, and brother, Mr. J. P. St. John and wife, and I 
was delighted with the company of such genial and 
progressiv minds, who see the bright and intellectual 
side of life, and take the world at its best. 

Another stanch Liberal is G. A. Kimball, who, in 
the Western phrase, has the “sand ;” who puts his 
colors out with great determination and stands by 
them no matter what the consequence. It was his 
slendid generosity, with that of the Chess brothers, 
that made the success of our work here so brilliant 
and promising. 

Dr. Frank Cartwright, Mrs. Wilma E. Cartwright 
&ud his wife Dr. Dodd Cartwright, J. A. Garver, 
Grant Stanley, Charles McGill, Albert Rigrish, A. S. 
Parsons, Fred Finnup, Wm. Inge, Wm. Householder, 
D. R. Widmer, and others of these pioneer ranks dis- 
play the courage and frankness of thought which is so 
inspiring in these Western communities. 

I had a much larger audience on the second even- 
ing than on the first, and I look fora live society 
bere. Garden City is a kind of miraculous evidence 
of abounding Western pluck and audacity. Lots 
hav gone up from $40 to $3,000 in two years, and 
some preity big fortunes hav been made, and still 
the wheel goes rolling on, and a bigger jump than 
ever is expected in the spring. Western Kansas 
seoms to be the Eldorado of the tide of emigration 
this year. The prairie schooners by the thousand 
are floating on, and many of them will ride at av- 
chor on these beautiful plains. 

My Freethought friend, Morris Collar, of Dodge 
City, who js one of the leading citizens of that place, 
and has a most elegant residence on the outskirts, 
has laid out an addition to that growing city, and 
named its avenues Voltaire, Paine, Bruno, and Ben- 
nett; so hereafter, as we drive our teams along this 
dashing metropolis, we shall greet the Freethought 
signals. Onlythink of the luxury of driving 2:40 down 
Voltaire avenue, or racing nip and tuck on the Bruno 
boulevard, or beating the wind on the Bennett road 
with the clattering hoof, or riding through Paine 
street iu a coach and six. Happy times are coming, 
and I thank friend Collar for his delightful sugges- 
tions. Our very highways shall proclaim the 
glories of human endeavor, and, in the midst of sub- 
lime memories, well * jump into the wagon, and all 
take a ride.” 

However, I had to wait two hours to take my ride 
on Thursday evening, when I bade good-bye to 
Garden City, with pleasant anticipations of another 
visit. The train was nearly two hours behind time, 
and I missed the train ai Pueblo, and was obliged 
to lay over for several hours ere I could pursue my 
way to Denver, where I arrived at and about mid- 
night. I tumbled to sleep as soon as I possibly 
could. Saturday morning dawned gloriously, al- 
though I did not catch much of a glimpse of it 
until about noon. What a joy it was to look upon 
the mighty and snow-capped peaks towering into 
the sparkling azure, and girt with brilliant cloud 
draperies, as if they had just come out of nature’s 
most fashionable millinery, and were bent on dazzling 
the eye of every beholder. I like the Colorado 
mountains—queenly and beautiful, eoquétting with 
the sky as they lift up their jeweled heads, and win- 
ning brightest smiles from heaven with myriad 
colors and wondrous, fantastic forms of beauty. 

I met for a few minutes my Liberal friends, Thos. 
J. Truss and John G. Jenkins, and, as I found I 
could not fulfil my California engagements if I re- 
mained over March 13th, I was generously permitted 
by my Denver eomrades to forego my engagement 
for the second Sunday in order that I might reach 
the Pacific coast in time. I find that San Diego is 
four day’s ride from Denver, and here I am now over 
two thousand miles west of New York. Would that 
I had the seven-leagued boots, but I must be satisfied 
with the iron horse. I hope, however, for better 


things, and that we can harness a hurricane and go 
at the rate of a hundred miles an hour instead of 
twenty-five. Saturday afternoon in the golden, 
glorious sunshine alongside the splendid lofty walls 
of the mountains I speed to Greeley, and soon I find 
myself by the genial fireside of Captain Wadlia, 


where I feel perfectly at home, so Liberal and cordial | 


is all the atmosphere about. In spite of many diffi- 
culties our Greeley allies keep the flag on high, float- 
ing to every breeze of heaven. Captain Wadlia has 
been stirring up things quite lively with several able 
articles in the Greeley Sun on “Church Taxation,” 
“The Cost of Religion,” etc., and there has been a 
newspaper battle in which the clergymen of the place 
hav participated, and as truth has had a fair showing, 
and our captain knew how to handle it, it has done 
some pretty effectiv work in the way of fasts and 
figures as well as arguments. : 

Eular C. Stillwell is the secretary of the Union 
here, and knows no such word as fail. On Saturday 
evening there was & Social meeting at her house, and 
we had a very pleasant time, with music, short 
speeches, etc. Mr. Hoagland, the Unitarian minister, 
joined our company with affable spirit, although not 
exaetly on our platform yet. But in answer to my 
address on the Nine Demands he gave a very sensi- 
ble and fair-minded discourse, and struck the key- 
note of the unity of Liberalism. J. W. Leighton, 
our earnest, Liberal worker, who was the first one to 
break ground in Greeley for the work of our Union, 
also gave a rattling speech, and also my namesake, 
L. L. Putnam. He has a good name, and so, of 
course, I think he is a good fellow, and I was glad to 
hav the family honor so well sustained as it was by 
his remarks. This Saturday night meeting was a 
pleasant success indeed, and made way for a full 
house on Sunday evening, the largest audience that 
has yet been present at a Freethought lecture. 

Sunday morning I went to hear Mr. Hoagland. 
He is a thoughtful man and has fine literary ability, 
and it was an intellectual treat to listen to his dis- 
course, based on transcendental philosophy, concern- 
ing the gentleness and goodness of God as a father 
to al. I also remained in the “Bible class,” where 
John Fiske’s latest book and Evolution were pretty 
thoroughly discussed, with radical differences of 
opinion, but with the utmost generosity of spirit. 
This Unitarian church, with its somewhat broad plat- 
form, an intelligent society, and a progressiv minister, 
is doing good work for Liberal sentiment, but a work 
that can by no means take the place of our deeper 
am more advanced labor for human liberty. The 
success of a Liberal Unitarian Society only renders 
more imperativ the organization of Secular Societies 
in order that the best may be attained. 

Sunday evening I lectured on “The New God,” 
which seemed to suit the cultivated men, whom I ad- 
dressed, except one man, who, when I was about a 
quarter through, mutiered, “TI can’t stand that," and 
forthwith strode out as if he thought the very light- 
nings of God were after him. I guess, however, he 
got a nervous shock that will giv him a little mental 
illumination. j 

They are having quite a‘revival at the Baptist 
church. A young man is here who talks quite vigor- 
ously, especially in regard to hell-fire and the awful- 
ness of Infidelity. In fact, he is so vigorous that he 
insulted with his remarks a class of young ladies in 
the Sunday-school last Sabbath, and with one accord 
they all arose and left. The remark he made I would 
not publish in “News and Notes,” nor some other 
things he has said. I went to his prayer-meeting 
yesterday, Monday afternoon. Dear me, what a 
mental displeasure it was to listen to those reverbera- 
tions of superstition! In the evening I took in the 
regular revival services. His sermon was the most 


' picturesque bosh I ever endured. It reminded me of 


Tre Trora Szexers suggestiv illustrations. He 
spoke quite familiarly of the evening devotions in the 
ark, of “ Mr. and Mrs. Noah,” as if he were there on 
that occasion. “Mrs. Noah !"—that struck me like a 
blizzard. I suppose this young gentleman must hav 
received her card. He spoke of “Mr. Noah’s” devo- 
tions—why did he not say something about “ Mr. 
Noah’s” spree when Mr. Noah found himself safe on 
dry land. I am sure it would hav added piquancy to 
his discourse. He spoke of little, insignificant 
Zaccheus “‘ setting " on a tree, and “sidling” down to 
the feet of Jesus. I wonder if thus this theological 
gosling was hatched. Good luck to him! I believe 
be is doing more damage to Christianity than I can 
do. 

I hav had quite a varied amount of entertainment 
and amusement since I hav been in Greeley. I feel 
as if I had almost eireumnavigated the universe. 

I hav enjoyed, along with my visit with Captain 
and Mrs. Wadlia, the hospitality of Mr. Fred. Smith 
and his wife. Mr. Smith has one of the finest libra- 
ries in the state, and it is & pleasure to meet with one 
so well informed and who has so thoroughly mastered 
the scientific position and recognizes the true rela- 
tions of mind and matter. Captain Boyd also is one 
of the best thinkers I hav met. He has traversed the 
whole circle of human thought from Plato to Kant 
and Spencer, and understands the logic of science 
and accepts its results. 


Mr. and Mrs. M. J. Hoggarty are also advanced 
Liberals, who out of orthodoxy hav come to the front 
in the noble domain of Freethought, and I spent a 
happy evening in their home, from whence the black 
wings of superstition hav fled, and where Reason’s 
torch is bright. 

J. W. Cairns, Dr. A. L. Camp, Major Williams, 
Max Clark, F. B. Pollock, J. E. Billings, John Levy, 
Joseph Morse, A. D. Moody, Samuel Graham, Dr. 
Welch, L. W. Hooper, I. J. Stevens, Henry Currier, 
Jas. Tuckerman, and others, are among those who 
hold the fort in these mountain fastnesses. 

I was pleased to meet Mr. York and Miss Camp- 
bell—good allies who made my way so agreeable 
last year ab Forks Creek, with the Smith brothers, 
who are so ready to lend a hand for Liberalism. 

Sinee I was here last fall, Charles Berry, the 
nephew of Captain Wadlia, has died. He was, at 
the time I met him, unwell, but cheery and enthu- 
siastic for Freethought. He knew that he could not 
recover, and he went home East to his father’s to die. 
He suffered greatly, but in the midst of all he was 
bright and heroic, and found his consolation in hu- 
manity itself and the beautiful thoughts of science. 
He met death with noble patience and without fear, 
and so we place the dear flower of memory over the 
grave of our departed comrade, whose bright com- 
panionship I shall always, remember. 

So I go on with courage to new fields—to Long- 
mont, Boulder City, Denver, ete. I hope to be with 
friends at Prescott, Arizona, March 13th; then I 
hasten to National City and San Diego, Cal., March 
16th, 17th, and 18th; Los Angeles, March 20th and 
27th ; Santa Ana, March 21st, 22d, and 23d; Nor- 
walk, March 24th and 25th; Tulare City, March 29th 
and 30th; Visalia, March 31st, April 1st; San Fran- 
eiseo and Oakland, April 3d and 10th; San José, 
April 17th and 24th; Sonoma, Stockton, Sacramento, 
and other places in California until June 1st; Ore- 
gon in June; Washington territory, July ; as hereto- 
fore noted. i SaĮmurL P. Pournam. 

Greeley, Col., Mar. 1, 1887. 
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The Liberal Club. 


The 438th regular meeting of the Manhattan Lib- 
eral Club was held on the evening of Friday, the 4th. 
Mr. Wakeman presided, and Judge Jay Groo was the 
speaker of the evening. The badge-pin man sat by 
the secretary’s table, and scooped in the proceedings. 
He noticed that the admission fee of five cents was 
dodged by a young nian from Philadelphia, who was 
present for the first time, and whom Treasurer Mor- 
ris gazed after more in sorrow than in anger. 

Judge Groo opened his lecture with some light 
irrelevant talk, and baited his audience for a few 
minutes with chestnuts in order that they might the 
more readily follow him. He was not, he said, a lect- 
urer, as the word is understood. He always talked 
for nothing, and paid his own expenses. This method" 
had not proved a financial success. The lecturer had 
noted that despite all the work done for temperance, 
people continue to drink. Efforts in behalf of absti-: 
nence hav not had the desired effect. He proposed 
to show the extent of the evil, the causes of it, and 
the remedy. 

The extent of the evil is this, that eight hundred 
millions of dollars are spent annually for liquor. 
Add to this the cost of the material of which liquor 
is manufactured, the costs of arrests for drunkenness, 
the asylums, the pauper-houses, charities, and loss of 
wages caused by drink, and we would in one year 
hav a sum greater than the national debt, all of 
which could be saved by prohibiting the sale of 
liquor. Six hundred thousand persons die annually 
from the effects of drink. Side by side, they would 
make a row of graves thirty-four miles long. This is 
165 men per day—seven per hour. Seven men, the 
judge estimated, would die from the effects of drunk- 
enness before his address was ended. If the tolling 
bells could be heard for each one, the ringing would 
be nearly continuous. If these victims of drink were 
to form in line and march, one man going by per 
minute, it would take forty-one days and forty-one 
nights for the procession to pass a given point. 

The cause of drunkenness, the speaker maintained, 
was taking intoxicating liquor into the stomach. 
The jurisprudence of the country is responsible, be- 
cause it licenses saloons.  Liquor-drinking is on the 
increase. More is drank now than twenty-five years 
ago. Moral suasion and the Christian religion hay 
failed to.produee the fullest results. Prohibition 
laws should be passed and enforeed. The speaker 
closed with a reference to one Moses, and the phe- 
nomena he witnessed on the mountain, and said that 
there wasn’t much hope for this country until its 
temperance laws agreed with the laws of God on the 
same subject. ‘ 

Mr. Rosenbourgh was the first critic. He had 
lived in New York fifty years, and had sold liquor. 
These temperance lecturers all told the same stories. 
He had beard them first forty years ago. Mr. 
Rosenbourgh didn’t know about that fellow ‘Moses, 
but he guessed he took liquor when he could get it. 
Christ was a distiller, and made wine. This speaker 


| favored high license. Proper education in the effects 
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of over-stimulation would do more than anything 
else to eradicate the liquor habit. 

Mr. Nichols said the favorit beverages in New 
England were applejack and Medford rum, and very 
good drinks they were, too. The controling races 
of the world, past and present, hav been and are 
users of alcoholic liquors. The finest specimens of 
physical manhood come from regions where drinking 
is practiced to the greatest extent; for instance, the 
blue-grass regions of Kentucky, and the lowlands of 
Scotland. Liquor is a necessity. Mr. Nichols be- 
lieved in no license and no prohibition. There 
should be no restriction on the sale of so desirable 
and necessary an article as rum. 

Mrs. Leonard took a teaspoonful of stimulant after 
her meals. Her grandfather drank whisky with reg- 
ularity up to the advanced age of 101. 

_Mr. Brophy once believed in free rum; but was 
now a Prohibitionist. 

Lawyer Chamberlain said there was a class of re- 
tailers of superstition called ministers, who dealt out 
a mental poison as deleterious to the mind as liquor 
is to the body, and these are the men back of the 
prohibition movement. Mr. Chamberlain saw no way 
of restricting the sale of liquor consistent with liberty, 
and would therefore favor what was called “free 
rum ;” that is, no license and no prohibition. 

Dr. Foote, Jr., believed liquor to be an unmitigated 
evil. He was an advocate of individual prohibition. 
If people were given a chance to be wicked, and stilt 
remained good, it showed a higher state of civiliza- 
tion than that in which they wanted tobe wicked and 
couldn’t. Take away liquor as a stimulant, and the 
user will generally resort to something as bad. Some 
teetotalers lived totally on tea. (It was several 
minutes before this pun dawned fully upon the audi- 
ence. Then a German gentleman sitting in front 
thumped the floor violently with his umbrella.) Adul- 
terated liquor, the speaker maintained, was as good 
asany. The worst thing in any liquor was the alco- 
hol, and the more water added to it, the better. 
Drunkards generally come upon the state for support 
ultimately, and the legislature should getup a scheme 
for making liquor cost the drinker enough so that 
every time he indulged he would be laying up some- 
thing to pay his expenses on the road to ruin. 

Judge Groo remarked in closing that the critics 
did not seem to agree in their opposition to him. 
The atmosphere of the Liberal Club was different 
from any to which he had hitherto been accustomed, 
but he rather enjoyed it. Im reference to the wine 
made by the savior, he said he would not object to 
Mr. Rosenbourgh manufacturing all the wine he 
could from cold water. 

So the meeting closed. The liquor problem was 
not settled. 

At the next meeting Mrs. Hinton will discuss the 
question, * What is Socialism ?” 

———— 9 —9— — — — 


The Number of the Beast. 


. The beast with seven heads and ten horns, de- 
scribed by John the Revelator, has been the subject 
of a vast amount of useless study by religious 
dupes. Some hav believed that the number of the 
beast indicated the year 666 of the Christian era. 
Others, with more rational notions, having ascer- 
tained that the Apocalypse was probably written 
about ap. 68 or 69, just after the death of Nero, hav 
professed to find the number of the beast in the name 
Nero Cæsar, spelt with Hebrew letters; giving to each 
letter its numerical value, the productis said to be 
666. 

Numerous other similar solutions hav been put 
forth, and now comes & new one by the Rev. M. Bax- 
ter, an Advent preacher. He has issued a little 
pamphlet from the office of the Christian Herald, 
Bible House, New York, entitled, ‘“‘ The Great Crisis.” 
In this he tells us that “Antichrist will be a 
Napoleon ;” that the name Napoleon is derived from 
the Greek Apollyon, that is, from the Greek aorist, 
Apoleon, and that taking the Greek word, Napoleonti, 
and giving to each letter its numerical value, it foots 
up 666. Therefore “ Antichrist must be a representa- 
tiy of the Napoleon dynasty.” But where is the 
coming * Man of Sin" to be found? Prince Louis 
Napoleon, though he had the number 666 contained 
in his name, says Mr. Baxter, was lacking in the char- 
acteristic of being “a king of fierce countenance,” 
ete., and furthermore, the prince got killed in 1879. 
But the prophetic successor now exists, says Mr. 
Baxter, in the person of Prince Paul Jerome Bona- 
parte, who was born in 1823. His face is the very 
image of the first Napoleon, and the fatal number, 
666, is discovered in the Greek nominativ for P. 
Jerome Napoleon; and not only in the Greek, but the 
Hebrew letters of that name, to wit: Pe, 80; Gimel, 
3; Resh, 200; Aleph, 1; Mem, 40; Beth, 2; Aleph, 
1; Nun, 50; Pe, 80; Resh, 200; Teth, 9 ; total, 666. 
The Hebrew alphabet, being practically devoid of 
vowels, the name as spelt out by Mr. Baxter is 
P. Grom Bonprt. He does not explain why he con- 
tracts Paul to P, nor why he ends Jerome’s name 
in Greek with an e, making it Jeromee. But the omis- 


sion of that ¢ would hav made the number too small 
by five, and the addition of mui to the first initial, P 


would hav made the number 431 too many. In 

expounding propheeies, you must always fib the ful- 

Dn. to the prediction, even if you hav to pervert 
oth. 

And now for the edification of all Adventists, as 
well as other cranks, whether Christians or skeptics, 
the “ Man of Sin” who writes for Tus TRUTH SEEKER 
will submit a solution of the problem of the number 
of the beast which is entitled to grave consideration 
from its antiquity. The Rev. S. Baring-Gould has 
translated what he ealls the Second Toldoth Jeshu, a 
Hebrew document brought to light in 1705 by Hul- 
drich. It givs a full account of the life and death of 
Jesus, the son of Miriam (Mary), by Joseph Pandira. 
An uncle of Jesus, named Simon Ben Kalphus 
(answering to Simon Kepha, of the first Toldoth 
Jeshu), having procured the incommunieable name 
(Shem Hamphoras), wrought signs and wonders just 
as Jesus had done. Having by this means become a 
leader of the sect, he sat on a tower and wrote com- 
mandments. The narrativ then proceeds: 

Aud Simon composed for the deception of the people of 
Ai lying books, and he called them ‘‘ Avonkelajon” (Evan- 
gelium). He also wrote books in the name of the 
disciples of Jeshu, and especially in that of Johannes (John), 
and said that Jeshu had given them these. 

But with special purpose he composed the Book of 
Johannes (the Apocalypse), for the men of Ai thought it con- 
tained mysteries, whereas it contained pure invention. For 
instance, he wrote in the Book of Johannes that Johannes 
saw a beast with seven heads and seven (ten) horns and 
seven crowns, and the name of the beast was blasphemy, and 
the number of the beast was 666. Now the seven heads 
mean the seven letters which compose the words, ‘‘ Jeshu of 
Nazareth” And in like manner the number 666 is that 
which is the sum of the letters composing his name. 

Mr. Baring-Gould has not given the seven Hebrew 
letters answering to “Jesus of Nazareth,” but the 
“Man of Sin” has ascertained them. Their English 
equivalentis Jshu Natzr, and the names and numerical 
values of the Hebrew letters are, Yod, 10; Shin, 300; 
Vau, 6; Nun, 50; Yod, 10; Tsaddi, 90; Resh, 200; 
total, 666. 

The authenticity or great antiquity of this docu- 
ment we will not pretend to vouch for, but it is per- 
haps about as truthful as any of the rest concerning 
Christ and Christianity, and it purports to hav been 
written by Rabbi Jochanan, son of Saecai, in Jerusa- 
lem (see Rev. of Ant., pp. 394—413). 

Mr. Baxter announces that Christ is coming about 
the year 1900, or a little sooner, and is sure that 
within thirteen years all of us will be either in heaven 
or hell. ANTICHRIST. 

9-4 — —— — —— 


A Decided and Sound Opinion. 
From the New York Tribune. 


The punishment of two years’ imprisonment and à 
fine of $500 for selling a copy of Balzac’s “Contes 
Drolatiques" and a copy of the “ Heptameron,” 
inflicted on a New Jersey bookseller, has no relation 
to either justice or equity. In the first place, it was 
preposterous to class these books with the kind of 
literature intended to be prohibited by the law, and 
the charge smells loudly of gross ignorance or malig- 
nity. It was not to lay base traps for booksellers 
that Anthony Comstock was commissioned, and such 
work as this can only bring his office into disrepute. 
It is difficult to know what to think of the jury that 
convicted in such a case and the judge who passed 
such a sentence upon such a conviction, but there 
need be no difficulty in reaching the conclusion that 
the cause of public morals is injured, not supported, 
by such flagrant abuse of the law. It is, however, to 
be hoped that this really monstrous case of tyranny 
and injustice will decide the New York legislature to 
pass the bill now before it making it a penal offense 
to entice anyone into committing a breach of the law 
for the purpose of procuring evidence on which to 
prosecute. 


SENATOR MURPHY’S BILL. 


“A person who commits or participates in any 
act which would meke him an accessory of the 
crime if the act committed were a felony, is a prin- 
cipal and may be indicted and punished as such, 
and any person who without specific written authority 
from the district-attorney of the county in which the 
crime is committed or attempted, entices, solicits, 
induces, or aids another to commit such crime, is a 
principal, and may be punished as such.” 

— A A ————————— 


The Marriage of Catholics on the Pacific Coast. 
From the California Spirit of the Times. 


Dearty Berovep: Appointed by the Vicar of Christ, as 
we are, to watch over your spiritual welfare—nay, placed by 
the Holy Ghost, though most unworthy on our part, to 
govern you in religious matters, having, moreover, to giv an 
account of your souls to the divine judge— we are constrained 
by a sense of duty and responsibility to address you some 
words of admonition. For, althongh we are aware that 
many among you are dutiful children of the church, and de- 
light in revering and obeying its holy laws, there are others 
(but we trust they are few) who imagin that the church is 
too rigid, and that they are at liberty to dispense themselvs 
from its rules—to obey or disobey. But the church, like 
Christ, is the same yesterday, to-day, and forever; it is the 


enacted under the guidance of the divine spirit, are as bind- 
ing here as in any other place. 

"Therefore we deprecate the haste of those who, when 
about to marry, will not giv timely notice to their pastors, 
nor wait for due publication of the bans; we heartily deplore 
the bad dispositions of those who, under the guilt of mortal 
sin, receive the holy sacrament of matrimony without any 
religious preparation ; and we sincerely regret the negligence 
of those who fail to obtain for themselvs the treasure of the 
nuptial benediction as a pledge of the favor and protection of 
heaven. But, above all, we condemn, as fraught with the 
most disastrous consequences, the rashness of those who 
recklessly make matrimonial engagements without carefully 
examining whether in the persons of their choice are found 
the qualities required in good husbauds or wives. Now, 
among the qualities which a Catholic should seek in a com- 
panion before matrimonial engagement, and, in f act, before 
beginning or contemplating any mutual affection,is the in- 
comparable treasure of the Catholic faith. Hence, the church 
abhors, and has ever abhorred, mixed marriages. She does 
not allow them to be celebrated inside of her temples, nor 
with her sacred vestments, nor with the imparting of any 
blessing. And this attitude, and these laws of the church, 
are founded on very obvious reasons. For, leaving aside 
those happy instances in which tie non-Catholic party re- 
spects in the Catholic the right of the free exercise of religion 
and of the Catholic education of the offspring, and treating 
the question on its own merits, it is evident, in the first 
place, that the faith of the Catholic is naturally liable to be 
weakened, if not seriously injured, by the absence of all 
faith, or a different belief, in the other party. In the second 
place, the want of the Catholic example, and frequently the 
actual non-Catholic and sometimes anti-Catholic exertions of. 
one parent must naturally or necessarily damp, materially 
injure, or wholly paralyze the faith of the offspring. It also 
often happens that before the children are sufticiently old to 
understand and practice their religion the Catholic parent is 
carried away by death; and in this case it cannot reasonably 
be expected that the surviving parent who does not value 
the Catholic faith for himself, will take much interest at all 
in securing it to the children. Would to heaven that said 
experience did not corroborate these reasons, and that we 
were never called on to mourn over the deplorable results 
which we hav pointed out. 

Hence, every Catholic young man and young woman 
should calmly and seriously reflect on this before entertaining 
the thought of even the possibility of an engagement, and 
should also take counsel, in due time, of parents and respectiv 
pastors. Instead of doing so, there are some Catholics who, 
despising the authority of the church of Jesus Christ, and 
almost abjuring their faith, apply for the celebration of their 
marriage to a civil officer or Protestant minister, not ouly ex- 
posing themselvs thereby to make a contract which hus no 
force before God and consequently does not prevent their 
intercourse from being a“ horrible concubinage,” but also 
committing really a sin or sacrilege—partaking of the enor- 
mity of a sacrilegious communion received at the hands of a 
minister or a magistrate. This language may appear strong, 
but we fear it is scarcely strong enough to awaken the indif- 
ferent Catholic to a sense of his duty—-the only object we hav 
in view. 

We therefore ordain: First, that the pastor, unless author- 
ized by the ordinary, shall not assist at the marriage of those 
who will not hav applied to him at least three days previous 
to their marriage; second, that none can be married without 
having furnished due vouchers for their freedom, and, when 
both parties are Catholics, without the due publication of the 
bans; third, that in no case whatever can a Catholic be mar- 
ried by any other person than a priest without subjecting 
himself to excommunication ; fourth, that when the parties 
are entitled to the nuptial benediction the pastors shall see 
that the special mass for that benediction shull accompany or 
follow the celebration of the marriage; fifth, that as the holy 
see teaches, there must bea grave cause fot a dispensation 
for & mixed marriage, and that the usual promises must be 
made, otherwise it would be a grievous sin to contract. 

Finally, we direct that this circular be read from the altar 
at high or low mass and vespers on the first Sunday of Ad- 
vent every year in all the churches of the province. 

Yours, sincerely, in Christ, 

Parro W. Riorpan. Archbishop of San Francisco. 
Franors, Bishop of Monterey and Los Angeles, 
Parnricx, Bishop of Grass Valley. 


From the Roman Cathotte Monitor. 

The Jaws of the Catholic church concern Catholics alone— 
and no one else. All Catholics are bound to believe, with St. 
Paul, that ‘ marriage is a great sacrament,” whilst a vast 
multitude of those outside the chureh may look upon mar- 
riage as merely a temporary union of two people to last just 
as long as it suits the taste and convenience of either party to 
stay out of the divorce court. Non-Catholics, therefore, 
marry, remarry, and intermarry, as often as they meet with 
any person foolish enough to go into a limited partnership 
with them— but no Catholic can thus transgress the law of 
God and the church without being guilty of morta} sins 
which bring eternal damnation upon the unfortunate soul 
thus stained. 

Tr anniversary of Modern Spiritualism will be celebrated 
by an eight days’ reunion at Greenwood Hall, Cincinnati, be- 
ginning March 27th and continuing through April 3d. Two 
meetings per day will be held, excepting on Sundays and on 
Mareh 31st, on each of which dates there will be held three 
meetings. This reunion will be under the joint auspices of 
the Society of Union Spiritualists, of Cincinnati, Ohio, and 
the Southern Association of Spiritualists. Address all cor- 
respondence to G. W. Kates, secretary, Chattanooga, Tenn. 

er 


Maritpa Jostyn Gaer writes of Mrs. Slenker's '' Little 
Lessons for Little Folks :? ‘I was pleased to receive ‘ Lit- 
tle Lessons,’ which I consider a valuable little work. Iam 
always glad when science is taught children in a comprehen. 
sible manner. It is a safeguard against false beliefs. I was 
especially glad of the chapter upon fresh air. There is in- 
calculable ignorance upon this subject. People do not begin 
to know of the poisonous qualities of impure air, wbich not 
only destroys human life, but will decay wood. The olg 
houses of Parliament were rendered so weak by foul air that 
a hammer could be driven through the largest beam in con- 
sequence. Air is life. The higher a nation rises in civiliza- 
tion the more pure air it requires. I thank you for having 
published the little book, and for giving me an opportunity 


same here gs in other parts of the world; its sacred laws, | to see it,” 


166 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MARCH 12, 1887. 


Communications. 


Freethought in Australia. 


Among Australian Freethinkers there is probably 
no event of greater interest than the Freethought 
. conference which is held each year in one of the chief 
cities. The fourth of these annual assemblages was 
held during the latter part of last month, and proved 
as interesting as its predecessors. Resolutions were 
passed favoring Sir Alfred Stephens’s Divorce Exten- 
sion bill, the compilation of a new Secular song-book 
for Freethought Sunday-schools, cooperativ effort to 
effect the repeal of blasphemy and heresy laws and 
laws concerning oaths, legislation for the relief of 
female shop assistants, taxation of church property, 
and a few other matters. It was resolved, among 
other things : 

That a sub-committee (resident in Sydney and Melbourne) 
be appointed, with full power to take such steps as they may 
deem necessary to secure the amalgamation of the Secular 
societies of Australia for the engagement of lecturers and 
for propagandist purposes. 

Another resolution (and it was one upon which 
opinions were somewhat divided) was submitted by 
the Melbourne Anarchists’ Club, and ran as follows: 

That the various Freethought associations of Australasia 
berecommended to incorporate in their ‘‘ Objects" the follow- 
ing resolution, adopted by the National Secular Society at 
their Annual Conference, held at Glasgow, on the 18.h June 
last, viz.: ‘‘ Secularism affirms that progress is only possible 
through liberty, which is at once a right and a duty; and 
therefore seeks to remove every barrier to the fullest equal 
freedom of thought, action, and speech.” 

The motion was carried by a two-thirds majority, 
upon the important word, “fullest,” having’ been 
struck out. After the conference, a deputation ap- 
pointed from the delegates waited upon the minister 
of justice for the purpose of securing an alteration in 
the law relating to oaths and affirmations. They 
were promised that their wishes should be met as far 
as possible. An important step will in all probabil- 
ity be taken shortly by the amalgamation of the 
Australasian Secular Association (N. S. W. branch) 
with the Liberal Association (New South Wales). A 
motion to that effect was submitted to the conference, 
and a special meeting of the latter association will be 
held next month to decide the. question. 

Previous to the conference, and during Mr. Joseph 
Symes's visit to Sydney, the blue-coated gentry of 
that place attempted to exert a little of their custom- 
ary domineering authority by taking steps to pre- 
vent him from re-delivering a lecture on ^ Phallic Wor- 
Ship." The meeting having been arranged for, and 
the Oddfellows’ Hall having been applied for for thg 
purpose, the Freethinkers learnt to their surprise 
that the police, hearing of the proposed re-delivery of 
the lecture, interviewed the secretary of the institu- 
tion, and informed him that if the lecture were 
delivered, the license should be forfeited. It subse- 
quently tr&nspired that the police had made this 
attempt at intimidation entirely on their own author- 
ity; and having been cautioned against a repetition 
of their meddlesomeness, the lecture. was delivered 
without further trouble. l 

Politics and piety got awkwardly complicated a 
fow weeks ago. It happened in this manner: A Syd- 
ney firm shipped twenty Bibles to Melbourne, and 
upon their arrival there they were found to be a 
“ pirated edition ” of the “revised version,” and not 
allowed to circulate in the British dominions. It ap- 
pears that the author of the work had granted or 
sold the copyright to the Oxford and Cambridge uni- 
versities, and the copies in question being non-copy- 
righted American editions, dare not pass through the 
Custom House. Here arose the difficulty. Litera- 
ture confiscated by this wondrous institution is con- 
signed to the flames, as the copies of the Freethinker 
were treated two or three years ago; but how could 
they possibly burn God's non-copyright edition of his 
* word" in that manner? 'The idea was too terrible. 
À happy thought occurred to the pious official, and 
instead of allowing the precious volumes to be 
destroyed he had them re-shipped to Sydney. But 
in spite of such laudable precautions, the divine 
author appears to hav repented his having allowed 
this tranaction to hav progressed so far, and probably 
considering modern international copyright laws of 
superior import to ancient revelations which hav long 
been exposed, he thought it best to *square" matters, 
and accordingly wrecked the unfortunate vessel 
which carried them. 

A notice recently appeared in the Liberator, an- 
nouncing the contemplated formation, on an extensiv 
scale, of a Freethought book depot. Although Mr. 
Symes appended a note to the effect that it “isa 
move in the right direction, and it is to be hoped will 
meet with the successit deserves,” the announcement 
appears to hav been premature, for nothing further 
has been heard of it. : 

An effort has recently been made to suppress the 
Liberator, a petition having been presented to the 
legislature, numerously signed, and calling upon them 
to either stamp it out by existing law, or, failing that, 
to specially legislate it out of existence. The peti- 
lioners received the usual information, to the effect 


that the matter would receive consideration; and 
there the affair has ended. 

There has been a deal of fluttering in the Roman. 
Catholic dove-cotes during the past few weeks, Miss 
Edith O’Gorman, the “escaped nun” from America, 
being on a lecturing tour through the colonies, much 
to the satisfaction of the Protestant section of the. 
community. In New South Wales party feeling ran 
high, and the Orangemen and their Roman rivals 
broke out in activ riot. 

Mr. W. W. Collins, who recently paid Melbourne a 
short visit, is lecturing again in Sydney; and Mr. 
Thomas Walker is busy combating theology in 
Queensland. Myr. Picton, the lecturer for the Sydney 
Christian Evidence Society, is also in the latter 
colony, and between the two religious excitement is a 
little warmer than is usual in that sultry climate. 

There has been little Freethought news arriving 
from New Zealand of late, owing principally to the 
suspension, or rather cessation, of the Rationalist. 
Without a representativ newspaper a body is apt to 
soon become disorganized. There is little prospect, 
however, of such a fate befalling the Freethought 
societies of ‘‘Maoriland.” Mr. Joseph Evison, the 
editor of the Rationalist, is already bringing out a 
new paper, which is to be entitled the Liberal, and 
which promises to be superior if possible to its pred- 
ecessor. Iconoclastic theology is not to monopolize 
the space to the detriment of allother matter; but 
more attention is to be given to constructiv social re» 
form; noris the paper to be exclusivly a party pa- 
per, but à Freethought paper in the strict sense of 
the term ; in short, it will be, in the words of the 
circular, “ A thoroughly Liberal paper, in which the 
merely anti-theological element is made subservient 
to the social and politica] element.” 

Davin A. ANDRADE. 

South Yarra, Melbourne, Jan. 24, 1887. 

——— 9-94 ——————— 
Questions Without Answers. 

The answer should be a reason of the hopes, not the fears, 
that are in you (see 1 Peter iii, 15). - 

l. As we are required to love our enemies, may we 
not safely infer that God loves his enemies? 

2. If God loves his enemies, will he punish them 
more than will be for their good? 

3. Would endless punishment be for the good of 
any being ? 

4. As God worketh no evil, can God inflict, or 
cause, or allow to be inflicted an endless evil? 

5. As we are forbidden to be overcome of evil, can 
we safely suppose that God will be overcome of evil? 

6. Would not endless punishment prove that God 
had been overcome of evil ? 

7. Would not endless punishment be the return of 
evil for evil? - 

8. As we are commanded to overcome evil with 
good, may we not safely infer that God will do the 
same ? 

9. Does not justice require of us the fulfilment of 
the law of God? 

10. Will not justice be eternally violated if the law 
of God be not universally fulfilled ? 

1l. If all men justly deserve endless punishment, 
will not those who are saved be saved unjustly? , 

12. If you had sufficient power, would you not save 
all mankind ? 

18. Are you more merciful than the God who made 
you? ; . 

14. Is the creator of human sympathy less benevo- 
lent than the created ? 

I5. If God would save all men but cannot, is he 
infinit in power ? 

16. If God can save all men but will not, is he in- 
finit in goodness? . 

17. Did God design universal salvation when he 
created man? 

18. Wil God carry his original design into execu- 
tion ? 

19. Can finite man frustrate the purposes of the 
almighty ? 

20. Would endless punishment benefit the almighty 
as the inflictor? 

21. Would endless misery benefit the saints as 
spectators ? : 

22. Would endless misery benefit the sinners as 
sufferers ? 

23. If endless punishment be the wages of sin, 
would the sinner ever receive payment in full? 

24. If the scriptures should testify that God will 
hav all men to be damned, could we safely infer that 
a part was to be saved ? 

25. As the scriptures testify that God will hav all 
men to be saved, can we safely infer that a part will 
be damned ? 

26. If God made an endless hell before he created 
man, did he know there would be any use for it? 

27. If God knew there would be use for an endless 
hell, must he not hav created some men for endless 
misery ? 

28. If God made an endless hell, was it included in 
the aad which he pronounced “ very good ?" (Gen. 
i, 31. 

29. If there be a personal devil, who made him? 

30. If a holy angel was tempted to sig by surround- 
ing evil, is heaven a holy place? 


31. If an angel became a devil by sinning, was 
Adam the original sinner? 

32. If.men are totally depraved by nature, must 
not children be so likewise? l : 

33. If children be totally depraved, is it true that 
of such is the kingdom of heaven? (Mark x, 14.) 

84. Men are to be washed from their sins. If they 
are totally depraved, what is there to wash? 

85. Is it the revealed will of God that all men 
should be saved ? 

86. Can God will all men to be saved, knowing that 
& part will be forever lost? : 

37. Can Jesus Christ be the savior of any more 
than he actually saves? 

38. If Christ be in no sense the savior of unbe- 
lievers, why are they called. upon to believe in him as 
their savior? 

39. If unbelievers are not called upon to believe 
in Christ as their savior, what are they to believe? 

40. Must not the thing that is to be believed be 
true before it is believed ? 

41. Must not the thing to be 
whether ib is believed or not? f 

42. Does not the law of God require all men to 
love him supremely, and their neighbor as themselvs ? 

43. Will not justice be eternally violated if the law 
of God is not fulfilled ? 

44. Would not the salvation of nine-tenths of man- 
kind glorify God more than the salvation of half? 

45. Can we giv glory to God in the highest with- 
out believing in the salvation of all men? 

46. If sin exist eternally, can it be that Christ was 
to “finish the transgressions and. make an end of 
sin?” (Dan. ix, 24.) 

47. If there be no certainty in relation to the final 
destiny of man, is not salvation a work of chance? 

48. What better is chance than Atheism? 

49. If God be not the father of sinners, why are 
sinners taught to pray, * Our father which art in 
heaven?" . : 

50. Can he be a Christian who affirms that if he 
believes in the salvation of all men, he would not wor- 
ship God? 

51, Can he be a Christian who inquires, If all men 
are to be saved, what use is there in being virtuous? 

52. Some say that if they did not believe in end- 
less punishment, they would take their fill of sin. 
How much sin would it take to fill a Christian? 

53. If all men deserve endless punishment, would 
it not ba right for God to inflict it ?, 

54. If it would be right for God to punish men 
eternally, would it not be wrong for him not to do it? 

55. If the return of evil for evil be right in deity, 
would it not be equally right in man? 

56. Does the belief of endless misery cause the 
believer to “rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory ?" (Peter i, 8.) 

57. Can a belief of anything short of universal sal- 
vation fill the heart with joy and peace? 

58. Will not the devil and ali his works be de- 
stroyed? (Heb. ii, 14; 1 John iii, 8.) ` 

59. Will not death, the last enemy, be swallowed 
up in victory? (Isa. xxv, 8.) 

The above questions were handed to me to copy 
some two years or more ago, by a friend of mine, and 
as they are too good to lose, I thought I would: send 
them to Tue Trurn Sesxer. I do not know who 
wrote them first, but send a copy just as I got them. 

Mount Forest, Can. Wa. Lewis. . 

———— 99 -9——— —-—— 
The Junius Question. 

In Tue Traore Seeker of July 31, 1886, I submitted 
proof positiv that Philip Francis was not Junius; 
that is, I proved an alibi Junius wrote a private 
letter to his publisher Woodfall on the 11thor 19th of 
November, 1769, saying, *Ihav been out of town these 
three weeks, and though I got your last I could not 
conveniently answer it.” But on the 4th of Novem- 
ber, 1769, Philip Francis wrote a letter to his 
brother-in-law in America from the War Office in 
London, and I hav found another alibi. But now 
comes a Junius student, Judge Horace P. Biddle, of 
Indiana, who presents in the Public Press of New 
Albany not less than half a dozen alibis for Francis. 
His article was written for the purpose of answering 
a presumptuous lawyer who .in a long series of 
articles on the Junius question in the Indianapolis 
Sentinel concluded with a most positiv indorsement 
of Philip Francis a3 Junius. That lawyer had notice 
of my alibi last summer, but thought he could evade 
it by the silly plea that ‘ Junius was such a gay de- 
ceiver.” Asif the war clerk Francis could. hav any 
possible motiv in telling an unnecessary lie to the 
printer Woodfall, who never for à moment distrusted 
his unknown correspondent Junius, and even sought 
his advice more than a year after he had ceased to 
write (see Private Letters, 63 and 64). 

I will quote only one of the alibis submitted by 
Judge Biddle: 


On the 6th of January, 1772, Junius wrote a private uote 
to Woodfall, his publisher, concerning the famous letter to 
Lord Mausfield, No. 58. Upon the same day, and during 
several days before and for several days after, Sir Philip 
Francis was at Bath, over a huudred miles from London, at- 
tending upon his father, who was sick at that place, and in 
the language of Sir Philip, ‘‘ truly in a deplorable condition” 


believed be true, 
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(Notes and Queries, 4th S., Vol. 11, p. 130.) This alibi, it 
seems to me, is equal to old Weller's, and I concur with the 
writer of the article cited: ‘“ After this, shall we hear any 
more about Francis?” : 

Judge Biddle coneludes by remarking that the 
opinion in England that Francis was Junius, after 
having prevailed against many conflicting opinions 
during half a century, but never fully believed, is now 
entirely exploded. . 

Now, let any one, if he can, produce a single alibi 
or other fact incompatible with the identity of Paine 
as Junius. The author of “Junius Unmasked” in- 
tends to write the Life of Paine, which will require 
several years of research in England and France, be- 
cause Paine’s work was all secret up to the age of 
fifty-four, when he wrote the “Rights of Man” in 
reply to Burke, and first came out openly as an 
author. And even then he says, “Had Mr. Burke 
not urged the controversy (in regard to the French 
Revolution), I had most probably been a silent man.” 
When the time comes for Mr. Moody to begin his 
“Life of Paine” he says he will go through it like a 
whirlwind, and scatter the falsehoods to sheol. 


Borr. 
1 


The Railway Problem. 


As our people hav no idea that the railway prob- 
lem in England presents about the same features 
that our own does, a brief abstract from the papers 
of Charles Waring, in the Fortnightly Review, of 
London, will not be amiss. As early as 1872, Sir 
Henry Tyler said: “The question is, whether the 
state shall manage the railways or whether the rail- 
ways shall manage the state.” But then the ques- 
tion was a very simple one as compared with it to- 
day, because of the enormous growth of the system 
in number of miles and wealth. 

The capital of the English railways is now four 
billion dollars, or more than the national debt. Their 
lines are over 20,000 miles. They carry 700,000,000 
passengers per. year, and some 260,000,000 tons 


freight. Their receipts were over $350,000,000; 
working expenses, $185,000,000; net profits, 
for dividends, $165,000,000. There are some 


400,000 shareholders, who receive about $400 each 
per year, average. They employ some 400,000 
people. They hav managed England almost from 
the very outset, and their power is now despotic. 
Their sole consideration is what will make the most 
money for their owners. And if it pays them as well 
to convey one hundred passengers or tons of freight 
as it would to carry a thousand, it is safe to say they 
will carry but the hundred. That is to say, impor- 
tant—yes, absolutely essential—as are the railroads to 
our very existence at this time, yet they are wholly 
managed in the interest of a few persons, the public 
being secondary. To the life of the nation their 
monopoly is like a monopoly of air, water, or bread, 
‘yet these roads are held and operated as monopolies. 

In Parliament the railway shareholders are su- 
preme, because the landholders hav united with 
them, their interests being identified (new roads in- 
crease the price of land). Thousands of new laws 
hav been enacted, and this has drawn the legal pro- 
fession into partnership with them. 

In the beginning, says Waring, monopoly was not 
suspected, but the need of single management ex- 
cluded independent carriers. By leasing, purchasing, 
and pooling, competition has been virtually sup- 
pressed and prevented. For forty years efforts hav 
been made to control these evils by legislation, but in 
vain. “ And now,” says Waring, “ the companies hav 
obtained a position of superlativ strength and ad- 
vantage, and one which they may well regard as 
almost impregnable.” The railways hav purchased 
or destroyed all competing canals or river ways. 
“But the sea is the great free-trader,” says Sir 
Thomas Farrer. 

Byron, apostrophizing the ocean, exclaims: 


Man marks the earth with ruin; his control 
Stops with thy shore. 


But Mr. Waring says, “The railways, however, do 
not hesitate to attack the competition of the sea,” 
and are doing it successfully; and here is a point our 
free-traders should note. In fact, British agricult- 
ure is as much oppressed by the preference given to 
foreign imports of farm products over English farm 
products as it is claimed our American farmers are 
oppressed by our protectiv tariff, which taxes the 
exports in taxing the imports they are traded for. 
Home products are charged outrageously, in order 
to favor foreign imports and meet ocean competition, 
and every favor and facility is given to foreign im- 
ports over home products. Mr. Waring givs us a 
list of charges, showing discrimination in favoring 
or disfavoring home products, as well as in favoring 
foreign over home. A few I cite here: “Among 
these curiosities I find the following: An equal 
charge for 27 as for 86 miles, and again an equal 
charge where the difference is 116 miles. The same 
oods in same quantities are charged as follows: For 
27 miles, $1.15; for 20 miles, 35c.; for 8 iniles, $2.08 ; 
for 100 miles, $4.12, and for 112 miles, one-third 
more than for 114 miles; same charge for 28 as for 
2 miles. Between Norfolk and London, for eattle, 
10 shillings per head, or $2.50; between London 


and Midland counties, a longer distance, 5 shillings, 
or $1.25. Preferences to large dealers are common, 
preferences for storage given, and in a thousand 
ways favors and disfavors shown. 

In grouping and districting the country so as to 
charge the same rates to and from stations at various 
and great distances, the companies hav generally ex- 
ercised a wise discretion for the people, but this only 
proves their power. Where there is no coal, but 
plenty of iron, they hav carried coal for a trifle, and 
thus built up enormous industries, as at Westbury, 
but the slightest caprice could ruin the whole of it. 
The fact is, as anyone who can think must know, 
that all the trade, all the industry of Great Britain is 
now at the mercy of a few men. By a nod or a 
whisper they can make millions of people tremble 
and turn pale. In all the history of this world, never 
has there been a time when such awful power was 
placed in so few hands. 

By securing control over harbors and purchasing 
docks, they are obtaining virtual control over ocean 
transportation... [In Texas several harbors are under 
control of the railways. At Chicago we see the rail-. 
ways cunningly obtaining ownership of the lake 
shore.] Hardly a session of Parliament passes in 
which docks are not transferred to the railway com- 
panies. 

Mr. Waring shows that it will require more legis- 
lativ interference and office-making to attempt to 
control the roads than it will to take and operate 
them by the government. 

Within twenty years the called-up capital of the 
companies has increased from £445,000,000 to £801,- 
000,000 sterling, the mileage has increased from 
18,000 to 19,000 miles; the passengers from 252,000,- 
000 per year to about 700,000,000; the receipts from 
£36,000,000 to £70,500,000 sterling; working ex- 
penses from £17,000,000 to £37,000,000. 

Four or five company managers now control what 
were originally over two hundred lines, and the ten- 
dency is for all to come under one management. 


Mr. Waring almost exhaustivly treats the subject,. 


and suggests state control as the only solution of the 
problem. The articles hav been republished in full 


in the Library Magazine of New York. Those in- 


terested in this most important of all subjects can 
get the number for a trifle. Horr. 


———— — e$ 8 
The Bright Future. 


Credulity is one of the early characteristics of 
childhood. Although the absurd story of Santa 
Claus, with his impossible nocturnal visits and gifts 
to all good ehildren, has been transmitted from 
generation to generation for hundreds of years, the 
infant mind is still easily impressed with this nursery 
legend, and perhaps it will be so continued until 
maturer age and the child's reason show its absurdity. 

Reasoning from the standpoint of developed reason 
and intelligence, is it unreasonable to hope that our 
descendants in the not very far-off future will look 
with equal surprise on the legendary and monkish 
superstitions which now surround us? 

Many thinkers are not observant of the fact that 
the world has made rapid advances in liberalization 
within the last half century, and we now look back 
with astonishment at what our forefathers once held 
as sacred. Who shall predict, at the rate we are now 
unfolding, what may be the result of the future? It 
is not difficult to show that from the religious ele- 
ment of man’s composition the vast multitudes of 
priests hav ever drawn, and still draw, their support 
and importance. 

Perhaps about the year 3000, or less, the “holy 
father" at Rome will be farcically exhibited in full 
canonicals on the stage by some traveling theatrical 
corps. Then may be seen the once-splendid “grand 
deputy of God” with cross and golden key, in full pon- 
tifical robes, becapped with high tiara, heading his holy 
army of cardinals, archbishops, priests, confessors, 
sanctified and fumigated by his numerous attendant 
chorus and altar boys. Then may he be seen, the 
host, holy cross and all, masquerading on the stage, 
at fifty cents per capita, before our children’s aston- 
ished eyes—astonished that such mummery could 
ever hav passed off as a serious matter of religion. 
This may seem extravagant nonsense to many, but 
when we consider how many myths of past ages the 
intelligence of the world has outlived, it cannot but 
encourage us to hope for the world’s much higher 
future. Even like the nursery legends of our child- 
hood they will cease to seare like the absurdities of 
Santa Claus. 

Taking the world as a whole, it has ever been a 
severe struggle for the champions of truth to over- 
come the stubborn belief in a multiplicity of gods 
and goddesses, with their capricious and malignant 
influences upon the living; but it has been done 
after the struggle of ages. Ignorance ever backed by 
the complications of the priesthood has gradually 
had to yield the conflict, and science, the arts, and 
general intelligence now reign triumphant to the 
extent they never ruled before. The champions of 
truth hav done wonders! In this war of blind super- 
stition they hav vanquished the army of pagan gods, 
reducing them to the lonesome number of three— 
“Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.” 


In speaking of the world we must estimate it as a 
whole, and forbear eharging our ancestors with the 
crimes of past ages. The Liberal is apt to look with 
surprise with what pertinacity the orthodox priest- 
hood cling to what is called the Bible, even although 
science, reason, and common sense repudiate this 
monstrosity as a libel on Omnipotence. However, 
he will cease his surprise when he bears in mind the 
immense army of priests and Jaymen who gain their 
sustenance by upholding this journalization of ancient 
deeds of barbarity and libidinous literature. 


It is a great error to suppose that what is known 
as orthodox priesthood are so ignorant and obtuse as 
not to understand its bald absurdities. Not so. The 
learned orthodox priesthood, the sanctimonious bell- 
wethers of their flocks, know too well the folly of at- 
tempting an argumentativ justification of its enormi- 
ties, and thus with assumed dignity wave contro- 
versy aside. JESSE. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 


——— 9 4-9———— — — 
A Revival that Does Not Revive. 

: From the Sunday Gazetteer, Denison, Tex, 

The editor has been honored with an invitation to attend 
“a meeting" in progress at the Southern Methodist church, 
**for your special benefit.’ We return thanks to the man- 
agement for getling up this meeting for our benefit, and if 
we discover any beneficial results, shall not hesitate to make 
due and prompt acknowledgment. This invitation also in- 
forms us that we are the subject of the prayers of the Chris- 
tian people of Denison, and we are earnestly entreated to 
avail ourself of the benefit. This is certainly very kind of 
these praying people, and, however much we may disagree 
with them as to the efficacy of work of this kind, we assure 
them that whenever we become aware of any advantage 
accruing to us from this source we will inform the readers of 
the Gazetteer. While having our shortcomings, of which 
no one is exempt (not even Rev. T..E. Sherwood, probably, 
whose name is appended to this document, and who says 
all Infidels are scallawags), yet we don't think we are a very 
great sinner. We strive to attend to onr own business, earn 
an honest liviag by working for it, pay our just debts, and 
express our conscientious opinions when a proper occasion 
presents itself, frankly and honestly, even on religion. 
However, as happiness is what we are all after, we will not 
put a straw in the way of any one who desires to make us 
happier, or who can add to the joy in the household. 

“ God calls you,” says thiscircular. We don't know about 
that. He hasn't addressed us that we are aware of, and a8 
we are suspicious of ‘‘middle-men” in transactions of this 
kind, Mr. Sherwood will please excuse our abruptness if we 
say we don’t believe it. ‘‘ Jesus Christ has died to redeem 
you,” says this invitation. The Universalists say if he died 
to redeem all men, then all men will be redeemed. Not 
being a divine, we will delay any discussion of this question 
until the clergy settle it among themselvs. ‘‘The Holy 
Spirit impresses you.” If this isso, then it must be it wishes 
us to use our own best judgment in deciding this question of 
religion, after a careful investigation of the whole subject in 
the light of historical facts and common sense, as this is the 
impression we received when reading this document. The 
clcsing appeal is put in the form of a question: ‘ Will you 
giv God a chance to save your soul?” This may be clerical, 
but to us it is impertinent. The God that could speak a uni- 
verse into existence, and govern it by his providence, does 
not certainly require puny inan to giv him an opportunity to 
do what he pleases. However, whenever he notifies us (any 
messages from ** middle-men" will be looked upon with sus- 
picion) that we must do something to giv him *'a chance,” 
we assure the author of this conundrum that we will jerk off 
our coat and go to work in good earnest. But meantime we 
shall jog along the old way, striving to make the best paper 
for Sunday reading in the state of Texas. 

eo — — —— 
The Perspicacity of the Kiralfy Brothers. 

The clergymen of Cleveland hav all been invited to attend 
the performance of the ‘‘ Back Crook” in that city, and 
some are very indignant. Said the Rev. G. T. Downing: "I 
would as soon accept an invitation from the devil to watch 
the fires of hell burn. The invitation is an insult. The 
Kiralfy brothers must Jook upon the clergy of this country 
as a gang of long-eared asses." 

z ote 
A Roman Catholic Opinion. 
From the Cathotte Review. 

We do not, indeed, prize as highly as some of our coun- 
trymen appear to do the ability to read, write, and cipher. 
Some men arc born to be leaders, and the rest are born to be 
led. The best ordered and administered state is that in 
which the few are well educated and lead, and the many are 
trained to obedience. 

——— 93 9——————— 

Those of humanity who reflect, see, and advance, always 
hav to drag behind them the long tail of those who know 
neither to reflect nor to see, and who will not advance. But 
progress goes on all the same; convinced adepts of the differ- 
ent religions, positiv and dogmatic, diminish daily in num- 
ber among the really activ members of mankind. Let us be 
satisfied with this. "Those who are mot for progress from 
henceforth exist, so to say, no more; they will disappear 
totally one day. The exercise of the mind becomes more 
than ever a condition of existence. The preponderant róle 
of the religions in past times is explained by the fact that 
then they were almost the only means by which men could 
set their intellectual and moral activity to work. They were 
the unique opening forall the higher aspirations of our being. 
At that epoch, with the exception of religion, there was no 
mental occupation other than coarse and material; nothing 
between the visignary and the most common reality. In the 
present day the necessary and natural middle course is 
found. One can meditate without being a dreamer; one can 
even be a visionary without being constrained to believe. 
Science and art hav spread before our eyes their domains 
with never-ending perspectivs, where every one can expend 
his surplus activity without wasting it needicssly. Science 
permits of disinterested research, without tolerating the 
wanderings of the imagination. It givs enthusiasm without 
delirium. It has a beauty of its own consisting of truth.— 
M. M. @uyau. 
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Religious Persecution in Arkansas. 


It has been generally supposed that since the New 
England religious persecutions of the Episcopalians, 
Catholics, and Quakers the Christians of this country 
had come to let each other alone and united in steal- 
ing from our public treasuries and persecuting the 
Infidels. This is not the fact, however, as some very 
recent Southern cases show. They are brought to 
light by a speech in the Arkansas senate by Senator 
Crockett. 

It appears that up to two years ago Arkansas 
allowed Seventh Day Adventists and Seventh Day 
Baptists the same privilege that other states allow 
them, namely, the privilege of keeping Saturday and 
laboring Sunday. In 1885 this law was repealed, 
and since then the persecutions of the Adventists 
and Baptists hav been common. Senator Crockett’s 
speech was in advocacy of the reénactment of the 
law, allowing religious organizations to keep any day 
in the week for Sabbath, providing one day in the 
week is kept. 

Two cases of persecution which the senator brought 
to the attention of the Senate are atrocious. The 
first was of a Mr. Swearigen, who settled in Arkansas 
from a Northern state. He isa Seventh Day Ad- 
ventist, the Biblical religion of which C. B. Reynolds 
was once & distinguished ornament. Mr. Swearigen 
settled upon a farm four miles from town. He was 
far away from any church, and, after having kept 
Saturday according to his conscience, worked upon 
his farm on Sunday. His labor and his faith were 
shared by his son, a lad of seventeen. The two were 
observed by their Christian neighbors, and reported 
to the grand jury, by whom they were indicted. 
They were tried, convicted, and fined. Having no 
money, they were imprisoned for twenty-five days in 
the county jail. At the expiration of the sentence, 
the Sabbath-breaker’s horse was levied on to pay the 
fine and costs, amounting to $38. The horse sold at 
auction for $27. A few days afterward the sheriff 
demanded $36—$11 balance due on fine and costs 
and $25 for board for Swearingen and son while in 
jail. When told that the Adventist had no money, he 
promptly levied on the only cow, but was persuaded 
to accept bonds, and the amount was paid by contri- 
butions from friends of the same faith. 

The second case was of a young married couple 
who moved into Arkansas from Ohio. They were 
Seventh Day Baptists. When the law allowing them 
to choose their own Sabbath was repealed in 1885, 
they continued the religious habit of keeping Sat- 
urday and working Sunday. Au envious Christian 
neighbor observed them, the grand jury indicted 
the husband; he was tried, convicted, and put 
in jail for refusing to pay the fine. Week after 
week passed by, the baby sickened and died be. 
cause the mother had no means to hire physicians; 
the wife was prostrated, and, a day or two before the 
law was appeased and the husband released, she, too, 
died. He returned home only to meet his neighbors 


at his gate bearing her coffin to the graveyard—dead 
of a broken heart and lack of care. 

At the time this bill was pending in the legislature, 
six men were under indictment and were to be 
shortly tried at Malvern for breaking the Christian 
Sabbath. They kept their own day of worship, but 


the theological Moloch was not satisfied with that— 


they must observe the Christian Sabbath as well. 


Though the bill passed the Senate, we do not know 


whether it became a law in time to save these men 
from a fine or the jail. 


Christian intolerance cannot be so far down the 
aisles of time as is currently supposed when Infidels 
here in the North are imprisoned for opinions’ sake, 
and tragedies such as Senator Crockett recited are 


enacted in the South. 


The church and state must be really as well as 


theoretically separated. 
— —9-—— — —— 
The Knights and the Church. 


Baltimore, the latter of Montreal, are now in Rome. 
Their errand, as given to the publie, is twofold, viz., 


to obtain their red hats and to settle whether the 


Knights of Labor is an organization to be condemned 


by the church. Cardinal Taschereau, in obedience 
to instructions received from Rome, has already 


settled the question for Canada by condemning the 
order and ordering Roman Catholics out of it. In 
this country the question is still open, though re- 
garded as practically settled in favor of the Knights. 
Cardinal Gibbons is friendly to the order, and has 
made an argument addressed to one Simeoni, prefect 
of the propaganda at Rome, in favor of allowing 
Catholics to remain members. 

It appears from this argument that the American 
archbishops hav voted upon the question, and that 
ten of the twelve see no reason for condemning the 
Knights. Mr. Gibbons has examined the Knights’ 
constitution and by-laws, and has “ not found therein 
the elements which the holy see so clearly designates 
as condemnable, and the formula of their organiza- 
tion contains neither oath nor obligation which pre- 
vents those who do not belong to it, or even their 
enemies, from becoming acquainted with their affairs. 
Catholics are not forbidden to divulge everything to 
competent ecclesiastical authorities, even outside of 
the confessional.” The master workman of the order 
has also assured Mr. Gibbons that he “ professes 
his religion faithfully and receives the sacraments 
regularly,” and “with filial submission he begs the 
pastors of the church to examin all the details of the 
organization, and says that if they find therein 
anything reprehensible to point it out and he will 
faithfully promis to hav the proper modifications 
made.” Mr. Gibbons givs, further, nine reasons why 
the church need not condemn the order. They are: 

“1. Because such a condemnation does not appear to be 
justified either by the letter or by the spirit of its constitu- 
tion, of its laws, or by the declarations of its heads. 

** $, That such a condemnation does not appear necessary 
in view of the transient form of the organization and of the 
social condition of the United States. 


“3. That it would not be prudent, on account of the. 


reality of the wrongs of the workingmen and the fact that the 
existence of such is admitted by the American public. 

**4. That it would be dangerous to the reputation of the 
church in our democratic country. . 

** 5. That it would be powerless to compel the obedience 
of our Catholic workingmen, who would regard it as false 
and iniquitous. 

«6. That it would be destructiv instead of beneficial in its 
effects, forcing the sons of the church to rebel against their 
mother, and to range themselvs with condemned societies 
which they hav hitherto avoided. 

** 7. That it would be ruinous to the financial support of 
the church at home, and to the raising of Peter’s pence. 

“g. That it would turn into doubt and hostility the 
marked devotion of our people toward the holy see. 

“9. That it would be regarded as a cruel blow to the 
authority of the bishops of the United States, who, it is well 
known, protest against such a condemnation.” 

When the Knights of Labor met recently in Balti- 
more, Mr. Powderly, it is well known, spent a good 
deal of his time with Cardinal Gibbons. It was then, 
probably, that he gave the debasing assurances which 
the cardinal now transmits to the pope. But if 
Executiv E. A. Stevens had been made general 
master workman, instead of Terence Powderly (a 
not unlikely turn of affairs, when both were upon the 
executiv board a few years ago), we fancy the car- 
dinal would hav had less comforting news to take to 
his master. Powderly has sold the Knights out to 


Rome. 


Cardinal Gibbons's reasons are sound, looking at 


Cardinals Gibbons and Taschereau, the former of 


the matter from his standpoint. There is no need 
of the church denouncing an organization if, owns, 
and which it will own so long as the present ‘master 
workman is kept in office. That is the main and suf- 
ficient reason, and no others are necessary. The 
others given are what the lawyers call cumulativ, and 
would be good were not the first so strong as to ren- 
der them useless. It would be, as Mr. Gibbons says, 
highly imprudent to raise a row in this country be- 
tween the church and her followers. The atmos- 
phere of the United States is conduciv to independ- 
ence, and the McGlynn affair is a warning to ecclesi- 
astical authorities. Every time the church condemns 
a success, she shows her fallibility and damages her | 
reputation. But, most cogent of all reasons to the 
pope, a condemnation of the Knights would stop the 
collection of Peter's pence, and endanger the pecu- : 
niary welfare of the holy church! That reason is of 
itself sufficient to turn the darkest heretical black 
into the purest of religious white. The church must 
hav cash or the church goes down. It cannot liv on 
the love of God alone. 
Cardinal Gibbons has done well and proved him- 
self à most adroit politician. There is only one thing 
more to beexplained. Cardinal Taschereau's officially 
authorized condemnation of the Knights still stands 
good in Canada. How is it that the order is all 
right this side of the Canadian line and all wrong on 


the other? | 
—— P Ge 


A Cheering Letter. 


Here is one of the letters we occasionally receive 
which make life worth living : 

* GRAND Rapips, Miom., Feb. 17, 1887. 

“To THE Orrroz oF Tue TRUTA SEEKER, Gents: I hereby 
remit your $3.25 for back dues on your paper. I like your 
paper all but your George's or Anarchist arguments. Ido 
not believe in dividing my fortune with some loafer—that is 
too apostolic, like Ananias and Sapphira when they were 
dividing with Peter and, keeping a little back, got killed for 
it. That is not our Liberal principle, from my standpoint. 
So I will discontinue your paper at present until you can 
afford to be logical to your government in your arguments, 
for we hav no use for dynamite in this country where there 
is a free ballot. Yours respectfully,; A.D. Youne.” 

We are glad to hear from Mr. Young—glad, indeed, 
that he has at last concluded to divide his fortune 
with creditors who hav honestly and well earned a 
little of his cash. We wish he had divided earlier. 

We are pleased also with Mr. Young’s hearty ap- 
preciation of Tue Trura Szexer—for he expresses 
his appreciation unqualifiedly. The true appreciation 
of friends sustains us in many a dark hour. It is | 
true, friend Young makes a slight reservation in 
enumerating his likes, but as the two or three things 
he mentions that he dislikes are things he never. 
found in Tue TnaurH Szexer, his admiration of the 
paper is complete. 

We are glad that he does not like Anarchy. 
Neither does the editor of Tue TaurH Srrxer. In 
fact, so intense is our dissatisfaction with the system 
that we hav used several columns of the paper several 
times to show how fallacious, as a. philosophical Sy8- 
tem, Anarchy is in theory, and how utterly impracti- 
cable it would be in fact. We are pleased to know that 
Mr. Young has read the articles and agrees with us. 

It is also a source of great satisfaction to find in 
the West a gentleman who indorses our opposition 
to Henry George. Here in New York about all our 
friends oppose our notions. But we would not vote 
for a man for mayor of the city who was pledged to 
enforce the Sunday laws, and who looked to piety in- 
stead of to principle for votes. Neither can we see 
how Mr. George's theory of taxing land values instead 
of the houses and improvements upon the land would 
giv us all a farm, or even a building lot. So we op- 
posed Mr. George's election to the mayoralty of New 
York, and still oppose his theories of land reform. 
That so well-informed a sociologist as Mr. Young 
pronounces our opposition sound is. gratifying, and 
will hav its influence upon our New York friends. 

Other points of agreement between Mr. Young 
and the editor of Tas Truru SEEKER are also notice- 
able. Like him we do not believe in dividing with 
loafers ; like him we do not think dynamite is needed 
where there is a free ballot. On this point, as against 
Anarchy, we hav said much. On several occasions 
hav we been scoffed at because we told workingmen 
that it is foolish to make incendiary speeches when 
the place to talk is at the ballot-box. Liberal princi- 
ples demand neither unworthy division nor dynamite. 
In asserting this we are “logical” to the government, 
and therein is another point of agreement with. Mr, 


. our national statute books. 
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Young. He also is “logical” to the government. 
In fact, in the face of all the opposition we hav re- 
cently encountered, Mr. Young's letter is like an 
oasis in the desert. 

We thank him for writing it, and for his unlimited 
approval of our editorial course. That he does not 
take Tuz TaurvE Srexer is of no consequence, so long 
as we hav won him over to our views. We do not 
believe he will backslide into Anarchy, or go off to 

" Henry George's ideas, or the advocacy of dynamite. 


Mr. Remsburg in Danger. 

Our esteemed friend Worley, of Odessa, Mo., fur- 
nishes us with & batch of newspaper clippings, from 
the Democrat of that place, which indicate that there 
must hav been fun in Odessa a short time since. 

It appears that J. E. Remsburg was invited into 
the town to deliver a three days’ course of lectures. 
As the editor of the Democrat was not informed of 
Mr. Remsburg’s subjects, he was beguiled into adver- 
tising the meetings. Since the lectures, the editor 
spends most of the time in tearing his own hair, with 
short intervals of abusing Mr. Remsburg and the 
Infidels of Odessa. Sackcloth and ashes but feebly 
express his contrite humility. 

There was talk, after the first lecture, among the 
proslavery orthodox element which dominates the 
place, of mobbing Mr. Remsburg and getting him 
out of town in the most expeditious manner; but 
wiser counsels prevailed, and he rode out upon the 
train as usual It was not humanity that prevented 
the mobbing, but a fear that the world about would 
condemn the act. The opinion entertained by the 
Christians of Odessa of the Infidels may be gathered 
from this paragraph in the Democrat: i 

* Prior to and during the reign of Robespierre in Paris 

` God and the Bible were mocked and derided, and death pro- 
claimed an eternal sleep. Outlawry, rapine, plunder, de- 
bauchery in all its phases, and murder ran riot in that unhappy 
city, and her streets ran red with the best blood of France. 
Sodom, Gomorrah, and Babylon might be quoted where men 
devoted all the days in the week (Sunday included) to the 
gratifications of their depraved inclinations, and what a har- 
vést they did reap!” 

: Mr. Remsburg may congratulate himself upon get- 
ting away from Odessa alive. The ungrammatical 
tom-tit who edits the Democrat is a fire-eater, and 
now expresses a great desire to make a meal of the 
Infidel. His appetite seems to increase with the 


distance between himself and Mr. Remsburg. 
oo 


The Latest Kansas Arrests. 

The arrest by United States authorities of Moses 
and George Harman—which we had scant time 
to chronicle last week—seems to us to be very 
much the same kind of an affair as the arrest of 
the former editor of Tux Trura Szrxer, D. M. 
Bennett. 

The article complained of, if we are rightly in- 
formed by N. H. Harman, is one upon which trouble 
was threatened at the time of its publication. A 
clergyman announced that it was “the evidence he 
was waiting for,” and a copy of the paper containing 
the article was sent to the post-office inspector, pre- 
sumably to get him to prosecute, but that was the 
last of it, though Mr. Harman evidently thought he 
was to be a martyr. 

The article in question is a coarsely-written and 

'exelamatory denunciation of the abuse of marital 
rights. Such an article would not be allowed in the 
columns of Tae Trura SEEKER, because it not only 
is offensiv, but useless. Nevertheless, it is not ob- 
‘gcene, and surely a man has a right to say things 
which may offend. We do it every week, and are re- 
monstrated with almost as often. Mr. Heston’s pict- 
ures are offensiv to Christians, but we do not see how 
he could be held to blame for that. Our right to hav 
them made and to print them is unquestionable. The 
pictures, the editorials, the reports, the contributed 
matter in all our daily and weekly journals, offend 
hundreds of thousands every week. If everything 
were suppressed which offends anyone, there would 
be nothing printed. So, because the article is offen- 
siv is no reason for its suppression. 

The opinion of the editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER as 
to the utility and rightfulness of the United States 
postal laws upon obscene literature is well known. 
The laws are unconstitutional, and hav no place upon 
Any prosecution under 
them must, therefore, be condemned. : 

As to obscenity laws in themselvs, they are neces- 
sary and right when enacted by state legislatures 
and enforced by the proper municipal authorities, 


No one living in a large city can doubt that these 
laws, or rules of society, are.of the first importance 
in properly punishing the nefarious scoundrels who 
traffic in books of the vilest type, and ruin young 
men without a thought other than the dollars gained. 
Such books are known at a glance, and should be 
burnt wherever found. ` 

The diffieulties attending the enforcement of these 
laws are two, but one of them would be almost done 
away with by the repeal of the unconstitutional 
national statutes. There hav sprung up in almost 
every state societies of private persons who hav 
taken upon themselvs the task of enforcing obscenity 
laws. Under the national statutes they inflict much 
injury. Under state statutes they cannot, for the 
sense of the community more often secures justice in 
a state than in a national court. These prosecutions 
should be taken out of the hands of these meddlers 
and put into the charge of the local police. The 
second difficulty attending the prosecution of the ob- 
scenity laws is the delicate judgment required in decid- 
ing what properly comes under the statute. In old 
times the conversation and literature were very 
“broad,” and naturally the works of genius that hav 
come down to our generation are broad. Such 
works are the Bible, Shakspere’s poems and plays, 
Swift’s works, Rabelaiss works, the “ Arabian 
Nights,” and dozens of others, without which our 
literature would be much poorer. Again, certain 
people—narrow and starved in thought, dyspeptic, 
and fanatically pious—regard with professed horror 
objects to which educated and traveled people never 
giv a second thought. Such folks look upon art gal- 
leries as the devil’s evangels, and the theater as a 
section of hell. If the law was interpreted by them, 
the world would be what a nunnery generally is not 
—a place of austere “virtue,” as ridiculous as un- 
pleasant. When once outside of the really obscene, 
it is impossible to draw the line; it has never been 
done, and we do not believe it ever can be. Like 
blasphemy, it is a question of geography, of social 
custom, of education—in short, of pure opinion. 

But if we take the opinion and definition of one of 
the most bigoted authorities extant—him of infa- 
mous memory in connection with D. M. Bennett—we 
do not see how the article for which Moses and 
George Harman are held to bail can be termed ob- 
scene. It could not corrupt the morals nor deprave 
the mind, and if the use of one word is in this case 
obscene, then it is in every case, and the publishers 
of all medical books may be prosecuted. 

No one can regret more than we the possibility of 
another fight on this unwelcome question. Nothing 
new can be said upon it, and no good can come of it. 

If the purpose of Lucifer is to discuss such ques- 
tions as this article raises, Mr. Harman certainly 
could insist upon the language of his correspondents 
conforming to the usages of the world, or he could 
exclude their communications from his columns. 
His was the risk, and no correspondent should ask 
an editor to risk his liberty that the correspondents 
ideas may be circulated. But if Mr. Harman and 
his son are sent to jail for printing a word, it will be 
no less an invasion of personal rights, no less an out- 
rage, than that inflicted upon the founder of this 
paper. And that is putting the matter very strong. 


————— A M9—— —————— 
'' Blind On One Side. 


In relation to the bill recently introduced in the 
Senate of the New York legislature by Senator Mur- 
phy, requiring that “the schools established and main- 
tained by the New York Catholic Protectory shall par- 
ticipate in the distribution of the common school fund 
in the same manner and degree as the common 
schools of the city of New York," quoted in Tur 
Truru Seexer of February 26th, the Christian Ad- 
vocate Says: 

** We must not only protest against the bill in question, but 
itis high time to demand of the legislature the repeal of the 
clause in the Children's Law of 1884, which condemns chil- 
dren to be sent to institutions under the control of persons of 
the same faith as the parents of the children, as not only un- 
constitutional, but a8 multiplying enormously the number of 
infant paupers, and as heavily increasing the burdens of 
taxation, and as enlarging the tendency of Roman education 
to illiteracy, pauperism, and crime." 


This is right. Not only should the law referred 
to be repealed, but every law granting a penny from 
the treasury of the state should be repealed, as well 
as every law giving the Protestants the right to in- 
vade state institutions and teach their sectarianism. 
The law allowing judges to giv vagrant children to 
Catholic charities is nat one whit more unconstitu- 


tional or immoral than the law which allows the 
managers of the Randall’s Island House of Refuge to 
make that public charity a Sunday-school for the 
Protestant church. 

But we notice that with the Christian Advocate, 
as with other religious organs, it makes a vast differ- 
ence whose ox is gored. 


Send the Bible Society to Jail. 

Anthony Comstock has had John A. Wilson, of the 
Globe Publishing Company, at Paulsborough, N. J., 
sent to prison for two years and fined five hundred 
dollars for sending through the mails Balzac’s 
“Droll Stories” and the Queen of Navarre's “ Hep- 
tameron.” 

Comstock’s attention was attracted to Mr. Wilson 
last September by an advertisment of these books 
Under an assumed name he sent for copies, and tne 
federal grand jury found indictments upon them. 
Mr. Wilson stood trial upon Balzac’s work, and when 
the jury convicted him on that, pleaded non vult on 
the other indictment, with the penalty stated. Two 
years ago Comstock tried to imprison a man for sell- 
ing the * Heptameron," but a Freehold, N. J., jury 
acquitted the seller. A Trenton jury, it seems, is 
less educated in the classics. 

It would be in order now to imprison all who sell 
the works of Shakspere, Swift, Sterne, and Rabelais, 
and of those Jewish fellows who wrote the Old Testa- 


ment. 
ee ——— ——— 


A Golden Opportunity. 

A bill permitting the New York municipal author- 
ites to giv the American Museum of Natural History 
four hundred thousand dollars has become a law. 

If Mayor Hewitt and the other gentlemen com- 
posing the Board of Estimate and Apportionment 
are in earnest in desiring the Sunday opening of this 
museum, now is their opportunity. 

To obtain this money the managers of the museum 
would sink their piety out of sight, and the people of 
the city might then obtain a view of the treasures of 


the museum. 
ee 
ComPLarnine in the last issue of Liberty of his side-tracking 
by B. R. Tucker from the editorial columns of that paper, 
Henry Appleton incidentally makes public a just cause of 
complaint against another editor. He says: 

“T did, send a communication to THe TRUTH SEEKER, but Mac- 
donald, though he had just published your communication, chose 
toeven outdo your side-tracking method of disciplin by dumping 
me out of his columns altogether." 


We apologize. Mr. Appleton's communication has been 
in the accepted pigeon-hole since its receipt, and twice pro- 
gressed as far as the hook, but its length and the arrival of 
other matter hav prevented its seeing daylight. Neverthe- 
less, we hav hopes. 


Se 


Wurtz the social fabric of our republic is being turned 
topsy-turvy by dissatisfied labor, and humanitarians arc 
racking their brains for a social panacea, it is encouraging to 
find one man who knows it all and is willing to impart his 
knowledge to others—at five dollars an hour, as his card 
says. Not only can W. M. Boucher, 28 Waverly Place, this 
city, answer Pilate’s old conundrum, but he professes to be 
able to tell what science is, what law is, what value is, what 
money is, and he also teaches economics, ethics, sociology, 
and explains international bi-metalism and the labor prob- 
lem. Mr. Boucher is a valuable man to hav in a large city 
and Henry George, Dr. MeGlynn, and the labor leaders 
should apply to him at once to settle the problems vexing 
the Knights of Labor and other working bodies. 


Tug ideas of the Roman Catholics as to salvation were 
newly stated the other day by a Jesuit of San Francisco. He 
laid down the law that out of the Roman Catholic church 
there is no ordinary hope for salvation, and that he who 
stands aloof from her exposes himself to everlasting damna- 
tion. In order that a person can be saved he must, accord- 
ding to the law of Christ, belong to the church of Christ. 
There could only be one church of Christ, and this church, 
the speaker contended, was and could only be the holy Ro- 
man Catholic church. The heathen would not be judged by 
the law, ‘‘for one that knows not the law will not be judged 
by the law.” The Jews could be saved provided they came 
into the church. As for Protestants, salvation was open to 
4hoseof them existing in ‘invincible ignorance” or complete 
unconsciousness of the law. In this respect they were as 
heathens. They were spiritually in union with the church 
and virtually were within it. Protestants yet in doubt must 
speedily clear up their doubts, or else die without the church. 
This is & very pretty doctrin for Roman Catholics, and for 
their sake we are sorry it is such a stupendous humbug. 

— 9-499 — —— 


Mr. Remsburg's Bereavement. 


Mx Drar Macpomarp: Over the wires this morn- 
ing came the sad words, “’Gene is dead.” Our 
pretty babe, two years old, and named for you, has 
died. I am now hastening home, and my work in 
Illinois is suspended for the present. 

Yours truly, J. E. Remssore. 

Decatur, Ill., March 2, 1887. : 


s 
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Letters from friends. 


AnLINGTON, N. Y., Feb. 10, 1887. 
Mr. Eprron: I am happy to state that we hav a Free- 
thinker that dares to name & boy after Robert G. Tngersoll. 
The youngster is eight months old and a bright fellow too. 
His name is Robert I. Halstead, and he will be trained in the 
Freethought line, for his father and mother are Freethinkers. 
Please let it be known that there is another who will bear 

the name of our friend Robert. G. W. Mownsine. 


CARLINVILLE, ILL., Feb. 21, 1887. 
Mr. Eprrog: We had J. E. Remsburg here to deliver three 
lectures on last Thursday, Friday, and Saturday evenings, 
and had a good turnout to hear him, notwithstanding bad 
weather and that the Baptists and Methodists were holding 
arevival meeting on the opposit corner of the Opera House 
where Mr. Remsburg spoke ; and as a resultof those lectures 
Isend you the inclosed order for books, and expect soon to 
be able to send another order and perhaps one or two new 

subscribers to Taz TRUTH SEEKER. W. H. Warre. 


Dexrer, Mo.,.Feb. 21, 1887. 
Mz. ondas We had J. E. Remsburg with us last week. 

He delivered an excellent course of lectures to very small 
houses. The churches hav all our women. The best men 
are not church-members, though they claim to believe in the 
God of the Bible, and are not afraid to investigate. We had 
Jamieson here last winter, and he gave us splendid lectures. 
Your humble servant and J. W. McColium had to put up the 
collateralin both instances. I get very much discouraged 
telling the truth sometimes, and it would pay me if I could 
bring myself to be an orthodox hypocrit. Jonn Q. CARTER. 


Srırzer, Wis., Feb. 14, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav been receiving and reading Tux FRUTH 
SEEKER for more than one year, and am well pleased with 
its contents. My belief is in science as a guide for civilized 
man, and that theories and doctrins that cannot be demon- 
strated to be true are unworthy of serious thought, and be- 
long to the superstitious traditions and teachings of primitiv 
man. Among us the shades of Egypt are holding in bond- 
age the minds of the people. As they bear their chains so 
willingly, how shall they become free? As bishop has burnt 
bishop at the stake for place, so the people should bear their 
burdens hoping for everlasting bappiness in another world if 

their reason can be so directed. Wa. A. GRISWOLD. 


Grand Rarips, Mioun., Feb. 11, 1887. 
Mn. Evrror:.I read M. Babcock's answer to the Young 
Men's Christian Association. I enjoyed it very much and 
wish we had more such men in our midst. It really seems 
as if such words were enough to convert any true person to 
truth. If some patent medicin man could invent a medicin 
that would digest words in a Christian brain, he would be 
ibe savior of this world, but I am afraid it is hopeless, as 
they swallow them by the dozen, and they should be taken 
one at a time, and slow at that, until a healthy digestion is 
&ccomplished. Your paper is one of the best as well as one 

of the most truly religious papers in the world. 
CHARLES SAOB. 


SALEM, Iowa, Feb. 21, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror : I want to tell you and the readers of your 
valuable paper of the intellectual feast that we had on the 
5th and 6th of the present month, in listening to the three 
lectures of Samnel P. Putnam in Fort Madison, Iowa, a dis- 
tance of twenty-five miles from our place, through the rain 
and sleet; but we felt amply rewarded for our trouble. 

Putnam is a little Samson in our ranks, and I think he was 
effectual in removing the superstition from the minds of some 
of his hearers. 

My husband is seventy-seven years of age, and my age is 
sixty-four, and we are both strong in tke belief of the Nine 
Demands of Liberalism. CHARLOTTE SHELDEN. 


ALLEGHENY City, Pa., Feb. 12, 1887. 
Mx. Epiror: Having read with great pleasure your most 
worthy paper for the past two years, I congratulate you for 
the success you hav had with the same. It ought to be read 
by a great many more Liberals. I favor the cartoons, as they 
are very entertaining, as well as instructiv. We all hav 
enough to do for the advancement of the grand Freethought 
movement, free speech, and equal rights. Independence and 
freedom were once won for us, but in the nineteenth century 
we hay to fight another battle—a battle for our rights, the 
rights of man. I am happy to think that we are gaining 
ground. I can see a bright day, and that not very far in the 
future, when the people of this country will hav to respect 
our noble Declaration of Independence and Constitution. 
Mr. Seymour is with us for to-morrow afternoon, and Mr. 
Reynolds in the evening. C. R. GRIFFITH. 


Cz104a0, ILL., Feb. 7, 287. 

Mz. Epiror: I received a copy of Taz TRUrH SEEKER 
sent me some time ago, for which, thank you. I buy your 
paper every week from Mr. F. F. Follett, 802 State street. 
Icould not do without it. It seems that the most dreary, 
. lonesome time in my life was when I was out in the Rocky 
Mountains where Tus TRUTH SEEKER was not to be had. 
The pictures are very, very good. My Christian friends are 
afraid that God will damn them if they read the paper, but 
they cannot resist looking at the pictures, —1 or no —l. A 
highly educated and prominent lawyer of this city has re- 
nounced Catholicism. After reading a copy of Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER he said: ‘‘It is the only paper that I hav ever seen 
worth subscribing for." So much for your paper, regardless 
of what those gentlemen Peter Friedrichs, D. B. Phillips, 
and J. R. Davis, hav written you. Perhaps they are to be | 


pitied rather than blamed. They hav been taught to believe 


in that obscene old book, and the crimes sanctioned by it, 
and they hav not the courage to renounce the gods and all 
their crimes. STELLA CAMPBELL. 


STRASBURG, ILL., Feb. 24, 287. 

Mn. Epnrron: J. E. Remsburg delivered his lectures here 
as announced last week. David Siberts and lady came in a 
wagon through the Illinois mud ten miles to hear him; Mr. 
Lugar, from Seigal, nine miles away, attended both lectures; 
Uncle Bill Storm and his four boys walked five miles to hear 
the lecture. Judge Brackin, eighty-two years of age, oc- 
cupied the chair, and his gray hairs gave dignity to the 
Occasion. : 

Mr. Stewardson and Mr. Shelton made music on the 
violins, Miss Ida York on the organ, Mr. Seymour on the 
bones. Miss Pearl York and Miss Emma Martin closed the 
first evening with song; John Brackin, J. N. Storm, and 
myself took up the collection. We did not hav twelve 
basketfuls left, but, after paying all expenses, we hav $6.70 
left. The worst recommendation that I can giv Mr. Rems- 
burg is that Christians feel hurt because he did not say some- 
thing that they could find fault with. You may want to 
know how I enjoyed it. If you do, just ask some old 
Methodist how he felt when he was born again. He can tell 
you, for he is used to describing his feelings. A. YORK. 


Visarra, Car., Feb. 14, 287. 

Mr. EnprroR: It is with regret we learn that the Boonton- 
ites are notlikely to press the case against our champion; 
C. B. Reynolds. They are quite willing to avoid an expos- 
ure of their bigotry in the secular courts, with the eyes of the 
whole civilized world on them. Would that Mr. Reynolds 
could force them to the issue, affording Mr. Ingersoll another 
opportunity to shed tbe brilliant light of his grand intellect 
on the benighted of mankind. 

I would like to draw your attention to two publications by 
Ignatius Donnelly, entitled, ** Atlantis” and ‘ Ragnarok.” 
They not only explain many of the legends and traditions of 
savage races, but show that much of the Old Testament or 
Jewish scriptures is virtually history, though badly mutilated. 
Mr. Donnelly's theory of the drift-is well supported, not only 
by the relations of the legends from two hemispheres, but by 
the sciences of astronomy, geology, and paleontology. It is, 
in fact, the first work successfully harmonizing science and 
the Bible, or a large portion of it, which would be gratifying 
to Christians, if they would read it, and edifying to all. 

T. J.C. 


Teswron, Dax., Feb. 10, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: Please find inclosed $4—$3 to apply on my 
subscription, and the balance for books, as per order. Please 
excuse negligence for not remitting sooner. I assure you I 
could not get along without the grand old TRUTH SEEKER, 
and hail with joy its weekly visits. It isthe only intellectual 
friend I hav, outside my own family and one or two old men 
who, like myself, are ripening fast for the grave, for ourlong 
and peaceful slumber. I hav been trying to get at least one 
subscriber, but, alas! not even one. There area few who 
would like to take the paper, but are too poor. Others hav 
not the mora) courage to step out and assert their rights in 
this God.forsaken, priest-ridden community. They hav 
tried their best to ruin me and my business, but as I am now 
getting better acquainted, I quite often hear it is said, “I 
would rather deal with Brown, because [ can depend on what 
he tells me.” So Iam strong in the faith that truth may yet 
prevail. 

With many good wishes to you and all the lovers of truth 
up and down the broad land, and hoping Brother Heston’s 
shadowing forth the folly of the old Jew book may never 
grow less, I remain, A truth seeker and Materialist, 

A. J. Brown. 


Braiwwoop, ILL., Feb. 27, 1887. 

Mr. Eprrox : I like your course with Tar TRUTH SEEKER; 
it is at its best, and you appear to be able to keep it there. 
Your course in the Anarchist trials is correct. People here 
publicly express the belief that that bomb was thrown by a 
Pinkerton thug, and the pieces of the shell are said to com- 
pare with & pattern of United States ware shell cast at the 
Potomac arsenal. How.did Anarchists get that shell? A 
lawyer here said to me, speaking of the trial, after having 
carefully read the proceedings, ‘‘ It is as big a farce as I ever 
saw.” 

Aud now a few words to Mr. Goodell, of Sacramento. 
Since the war I hav lived in a mining town; hav seen strike 
after strike, but I hav never known strikers to injure prop- 
erty. During one strike we had quite a number of buildings 
burht, mostly belonging to citizens of the place. An old 
rookery or so belonging to the coal company was burnt. 
The coal company made a great cry for the militia, but the 
town council thought they could do a little in the way of 
protecting property. They put on an efficient night watch. 
Ina few nights 2 gentleman was caught under a large dry- 
goods store in the act of setting it on fire. You will say he 
was a striking miner. No, he was not. Was hea citizen of 
the town? No. He wasa farm hand in from the country, 
and he was not seen in town till he was caught under the 
building. But a coal company lawyer cleared him all the 
same. 

And now a few questions to Mr. Pfarrer, of Springfield, 
Ill. During the Gould strikes on the Southwestern railroads 
Pinkerton’s thugs were at Hast St. Louis. A number of peo- 
ple had been over to St. Louis for groceries. On coming 
back they were fired into; five or six were killed, and others 
wounded. Who committed this murder? Again, the day 
before the Haymarket meeting a body of unarmed people 
were fired into near the McCormick Reaper works, and three 
or four killed and others wounded. Who did that shooting? 
, During the butchers’ strike at the stock-yards, Armour had 


Pinkerton's thugs there. When they were being sent away, 
a lone boy was seen on thesidewalk--was fired at and killed. 
Who committed that murder? At Jersey City another boy 
has been shot. Who protects these criminals? And why 
are they not prosecuted ? ; 

Mayor Harrison was at the Haymarket meeting, and there 
told the chief of police that it wasa lawful and a law-abiding 
meeting. Therefore the police had no business there, neither 
had the bomb-thrower. 

Whose property bas been injured by strikers? I hear of 
none. By whatauthority does Bill Pinkerton keep that band 
of thugs? I know of no law for it. 


Heston’s pictures are splendid. „F. B. 


Fontana, KaN., Feb. 6, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: Please send me a catalog of books—Liberal 
and scientific works—and discount straight, as I want about 
$15 or $20 worth of them myself; and as I went out last 
night and heard the voices of three ministers at one time in 
three different houses, I concluded to puf the truth in the 
hands of all that I can: I went to the Baptist church Friday 
night, and the preacher in his sermon requested the mem- 
bers of the church to go around and solicit all their friends 
to come to their church and tell them of the goodness of 
God; etc., but if they met an Infidel, just pass him by, for 
they would be fooling away their time talking with him. 
Then he looked ground at me, and remarked that almost any 
fool could ask the best of lawyers questions that he could 
not answer (I had been asking the preachers in this town 
some hard questions). He also compared a skeptic to 
a buzzard, that would sail over all the nice, living, fat cattle 
and pounce down on the carcass of a dead one and there sat- 
isfy his gluttonous wants. But there was one argument, he 
said, that they could not answer, and that was this: If the 
Christians were right, the skeptic would lose his soul; and if 
they were not right, they would lose nothing but their works. 
After we were dismissed, I approached the minister and told 
him that I accepted the comparison he had made between 
me and the buzzard, and therefore I would pounce upon 
him. I said that I thought his unanswerable argument ex- 
pressed a great deal of doubt about the divinity of his cause 
and showed that he only worshiped through fear that the 
skeptics were not right. For my part, I was not afraid. He 
bade. me Good-night. F. D. Miter. 


Cuirron, Kan., Feb. 10, 1887. 

Mz. Eprron: I send you five dollars for TEE TnuTH 
SEEKER for two years. 

Here in the West the farmers are waking up of late, form- . 
ing Farmers’ Alliances, shipping their own grain and other 
products. The grain buyers had formed a pool, making a 
basis of three cents per bushel the price for shipping corn, 
and as much more as they could make; on other grain and 
hogs and cattle in proportion, and the farmers got tired of it 
and kicked. Within the last month five Farmers’ Alliances 
hav been organized here in Washington county, along the 
line of the railroads. At first the pool-buyers said the farm- 
ers could not hold together, and would not amount to any- 
thing; but they hav already got up scales and office and to- 
day commenced shipping grain at this point, with very fav- 
orable prospects. All along the line of the Central Branch 
of tlie Pacific and Kansas Pacific the farmers are taking up 
the matter of organization in this state, not only for shipping 
grain, but for political purposes. First, we strike at the 
effects to free ourselvs from some of the present leeches, and 
as we grow in strength and numbers will try and reach back 
at this treacherous villainy of class legislation that has made 
it possible for a few persons to become millionaires by im- 
poverishing the many. We are beginning to discuss these 
important questions among the farmers pertaining to trans- 
portation, taxation. tariff; and monetary and political econ- 
omy. We are getting disgusted with our agents in the leg- 
isluture and Congress; look upon them as a body of political 
demagogs. We think there are too many lawyers, bankers, 
and bondholders in these bodies. 'The people hav been de- 
ceived by them. ` They got there by unjust means, especially 
the U. 8. Senate. Joun C. HANAN. 


Dunpzz, Minn., Feb. 19, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed I send you $5 to renew my sub» 
scription to Tug TRUTH SEEKER. 

I would feellost without your paper, and Iam glad to in- 
form you that my wife takes fully as much interest as I do 
in the paper. I hav earnestly hoped for the Interstate Com- 
merce bill to become a law ever since its first introduction, 
and now as it isa law I think it will be a great help to the 
poorer class. I am aware that a common carrier can no 
more haul freight and passengers at the actual cost of trans- 
portation than a merchant can buy goods and sell them again 
at cost and make a living atit. But whenever a merchant 
sells to some of his customers at double profit, he can sell to 
just that many at cost, and thus favor his chosen ones and 
be as well off financially as if he had charged all the same, 
so long as he is not caught at it, or so long as the poorer or 
unfortunate ones cannot help it. But this is not justice! 
Now there is a clause in Section 22 of the above-named law 
which I think uujust. It reads as fcllows—viz., ** Nothing 
in this act shall be construed to prohibit any common carrier 
from giving reduced rates to ministers of religion.” Now, 
take the common carrier in the same view as we hav taken 
the merchant. If they only charge a living profit for carry. 
ing passengers, they cannot carry ministers at reduced rates 
and make a living at it. This no one should ask of the . 
common carriers. Then if they make a reduction below 
living profit for ministers, they must charge just so much 
more to the rest in order to liv themselvs, which is not doing 
justice to the rest of the passenger trafic. Now, we hav it. 
There are but two ways the common carrier can make reduc- 


| tions for ministers; one way beats the rest of the people, all 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MARCH 12, 
a a ee ee ee E E 


1887. 171 


but the ministers themselvs, and the other way beats the 

common carrier. Isay, beat neither; but charge all the 

same—and only a living profit—ministers and all: You ask 
for names of Liberals; find list inclosed. C. W. BANTA. 
Bavanta, Kan., Feb. 21, 1887. 

Mr. Eprrog: Friend Putnam has been here, and given us 

seven lectures in this county, two in Brookville, three in 


Salina, and two in Bavaria, with good houses in all the. 


places. We had at Bavaria an example of Christian toler- 
ance, as they hav been telling us they had a great deal of it. 
As Soon as they found we were going to hav Freethought 
lectures here they took up a petition to the county superin- 
tendent of public instruction, asking to hav the schoolhouse 
closed, so we could not use it for Infidel meetings, it being 
the only building here large enough for any meeting. Chris- 
tians hav used it ever since it was built, seventeen years ago, 
for a church. Thanks to the school officers, the scheme did 
not work, and we had our meetings at the schoolhouse, and 
it was the best advertisment that could hav been given us, as 
the house was not large enough to hold all who came, and 
many went home without being able to hear the speaker. 

Two very devout Christians took so great an interest in 
Mr. Putnam's last lecture that they could not keep from 
interrupting him. One was moved by the spirit of the Jéw- 
ish God, the other by the spirit of—well, corn, I. suppose; 
but- Mr. Putnam answered them very satisfactorily to the 
Freethinkers. I hav not known of any of the honest Chris- 
tians sanctioning the actions of these men. We had thought 
that intelligent Kansas was a long way ahead of New Jer- 
sey, but, from all indications, we must wait before we 
claim it. 

Perhaps it would hav been the best thing for us here if the 

. Christians had succeeded, as then we would hav built a ball 
of our own as a public hall open for everything. We will 
soon hav one here. Our thanks are due to the school offi- 
cers, also the young men here, as they hav attended all of 
our meetings, and set & good example for some of the older 
Christians to follow, by listening, and not interrupting or 
making any disturbance. 

We hope, by honest and fair dealing, to show our Chris- 
tian friends we do not need a Jewish God to control us, but 
depend upon doing right to our fellow-man for our salva- 
tion, if any is necessary. T. H. Terry, 

Sec. pro. tem. Bavaria Secular Union.. 


CEDAR Fats, Iowa, Feb. 11, 1887. 


Mr. Eptror: By reference to ‘your files of 1880, and, I 


think, for the month September in that year, you will find an 
article written by me, entitled, ** Cain's Wife—Who was 
She?" In that article I broached the new and startling dis- 
covery (startling to Christians) that the Bible teaches in plain 
and unmistakable language that in the beginning there were 
two separate and distinct creations of men and women; that, 
as the closing and final act in the six days’ work of creation, 
a pair—a man and a woman—were created, made, and 
formed, and brought upon the stage of the green earth, and 
then and there received their instructions both as to what 
they should cat and what they should do. The making of 
that pair was the last act in the work of creation on the sixth 
day. i : 

On the seventh day, God being weary, he-took a rest. 

And, coming upon the scene of his six days' labors on the 
morning of the eighth day, he failed to find his man and wo- 
man. They had skipped &nd gone over to the land of Nod. 
Hence he found it necessary to make another pair—another 
man and woman. For it was on the eighth day that God 
said, ** There is not a man found to till the ground.” Ac- 
cordingly God proceeded at once to make another pair. It 
should be observed, however, that entirely different methods 
were used in the creation or manufacture of those two pairs 
of human beings. 

The first pair came by the first method, while the second 
pair, called Adam and Eve, were manufactured, and each out 
of different materials, the woman coming several days 
after Adam, as time was required for him to dry sufficiently 
for practical purposes. 

Now, let any critical Bible student read Gen. i and ii care- 
fully, and he must arrive at the same conclusion as herein 
set forth. : ; 

Nevertheless, I claim priority over all, theologians, Bible 
commentators, or others, in making and publishing to the 
world this idea—this fact of a double creation, at different 
times and by different methods. These wonderful and 
startling facts were first published to the world in the year of 
grace 1880, in Tar TnuTH SEEKER. 

And now comes Dr. T. W. Chambers, an eminent writer 
and theologian of the regular orthodox persuasion, and in his 
critical notes an Genesis, written in the light of modern lit- 
erary and scientific research (soon after my discovery was 
published), referring likewise to the documentary views of 
the modern “high critics” (evidently referring to my notes), 
saying, “as he pointed out a seeming difference in style at 
Gen. i and ii,” that there is evidently here a change in style, 
“a transition to a new division, or, as some suppose, to & 
mere document which Moses was divinely directed to use in 
making his record.” 

The editor of the Sunday-Schowl Times, where I find Dr. 
Chambers’s views briefly set forth, also says that from time 
to time critical side-light articles hav been added by eminent 
specialists in the line of the Sunday-school lessons, etc. 
Now, what is this but an acknowledgment from these theolo- 
gians and would-be teachers that they hav already received 
considerable light from those not reckoned as crthodox be- 
lievers in all the traditional teachings heretofore imposed 
upon them by the church ? Well, we are glad to see them 
adopting our views, but what we complain of is that they 


are thus stealing our thunder without giving us due credit 


for our discoveries, and appropriating to themselvs what has 
cost us much study and scientific research. 

: It was my intention at the start to hav the article contain- 
ing my important discoveries copyrighted, but, owing to a 
press of business at that time, it was neglected; and now, 
finding that those views are becoming popular with theolo- 
gians and others, while we secretly rejoice, we still think 
that no Christian has any just right to appropriate our dis- 
coveries to his own use without giving us due credit. 

© J. C. N. ABBOTT. 


FENNIMORE, Wis., Feb. 16, 1887. 

Mr. Epitor: Iam not a subscriber to your paper, but in- 
tend to be soon. You sent me a few sample copies, which I 
hav circulated freely and carefully. , 

What first prompted me to write you is this. In your 
“ Letters from Friends," I notice many of them admit to be- 
ing “Infidels.” This word is hateful to me. Iam a Free- 
thinking Moralist, as near as I know what the term n:eans, 
but Pm a Liberal anyhow, and can't helpit. I’m not Infidel 
to my friends, my neighbor, my patients (being a physician), 
my wife, or my country. As to being Infidel to my God, I 
am not aware that I am under any obligation to take Web- 
ster’s definition, any more than I am obliged to take his def- 
inition of freedom. As I am credibly informed, once upon 
a time, when a woman with a child at her breast was run- 
ning through a tangled cypress swamp for freedom, with a 
bloodhounds upon her track, Mr. Webster took the side of 
the bloodhounds and called it liberty. I wish that all Liber- 
als could regard the name ‘‘ Infidel ” in the same light I do; 
but if they can’t Pll not put them upon the Christian rack, 
nor burn nor crucify them. 

Iam not posted or in any manner informed of the nature 
of the persecution or prosecution of a Mr. Reynolds. If the 
case stands as I am led to understand it, I would like to con- 
tribute to the fund for his defense, if there be such a fund. 
How can I find out ? 

As to the cartoons of THE TRUTH SEEKER, I can say 
* Amen" to them. They constitute a literature of themselvs 
that is quicker read and easier comprehended than anything 
that is written, and are also more expressiv, because they ap- 
peal to the eye as well as the understanding. 

I will not presume to giv advice to Liberals, but will tell 
them my plan of working. 

We are aware that it would be the personification of fool- 
ishness to attempt to convert an old, straight-backed Calvin- 
ist to reason. : 

My plan is a “still hunt” among the young, from ten to 
twenty years of age, and the more intelligent the better. I 
place Liberal literature in their hands, and it is so new and 
strange to them that they read it with avidity and ask for 
more. Thus the good seed is sown; and some, at least, will 
fall upon good ground. I find that the more intelligent 
young men are Liberal from nature, Sunday-schools and 
preachers to the contrary notwithstanding. 

All the youug people want is a starter, a place to begin; 
they liv in an atmosphere that is repulsiv to their nativ scnse 
of justice, common sense, and decency. 

Reasoning from my success in this matter, I would advise 
all Liberals to make the acquaintance and court the friend- 
ship of all the bright boys they can, and place all the induce- 
ments possible in their hands of looking up their own inter- 
ests, and let the blockheads go into the church for preachers 
or religious editorg. D. O. Prokarp, M.D. 


New CAMBRIA, KAN., Feb. 20, 287. 

Mr. Epirox: The worthy secretary of the American 
Secular Union has come and gone, and he has left the 
Liberals of this vicinity feeling encouraged. The fact is, 
even the most sanguin Liberals did not know that there were 
so many Liberals in this community as there are. It is safe 
to say there are no less than one hundred, Salina being the 
center. The Opera House of Salina was comfortably. filled 
for three evenings to bear Mr. Putnam's brilliant, flowery, 
logical, and poetical lecture; and another marked feature of 
those meetings was that the audience applauded to the echo 
as if it were a political gathering. A Secular Union was 
organized at Salina with about thirty-six members, of which 
your humble servant is one, along with the rest, Dr. Houser 
being appointed to procure the charter and issue the call for 
the first meeting as soon as the above document is received. 
` I took it on myself to make some pleasant calls with Mr. 
Putnam upon several distinguished citizens. Mr. Putnam 
went where I led the way, and my acquaintance in the town 
at this time was very limited. Mr. Putnam made a very ex- 
tensiv sale of hooks at Salina. We learn that they had 
crowded houses at Brookville and Bavaria, all three of those 
meetings being a brilliant success. What can the Christian 
expect when the prayer of the righteous availeth naught? It 
will be remembered that just before Mr. Putnam started he 
uttered a prayer that he might not come in contact with any 
wind-storms or cyclones; but he did with onc of the worst 
gales that hav been in this part of Kansas for the last seven 
years, which spoiled our meeting at New Cambria, so much 
so we left my humble home but a few steps with the 
lecturer, and turned back and took shelter under its roof for 
the night, but we learn since that there was an audience of 
twenty or thirty, awaiting our arrival at William’s Hall. I 
felt very much disappointed, as I had the honor of arranging 
this meeting. I suggest to the auxiliaries of the American 
Secular Union they must not expect too much from organiza- 
tion at once, but must hav patience and remember all new 
movements must hav growth which requires time. Remem- 
ber the short life of the Grange and other organizations that 
lacked patience, Don't expect any morc for the present 
than that our meetings will be a place of social amusement 
and education of the young, and an exchange of ideas, there- 
by improving one another; and remember that we can do 


this much cheaper than the churches, because we will hav 
no minister's salary to pay, every one being his own spokes- 
man with us. We can hold entertainments and make them 
self-supporting, and we can also be able to decide, when we 
hav an occasional lecturer from abroad, whether we can't 
replenish our treasury instead of a few having to bear the 
burden of the expenses, as it is where no organizations hav 
been perfected. A 

But the most important thing about organization is in be- 
ing ready to act in a body the moment an opportunity is 
offered to accomplish something; and as a proof that our 
worthy secretary is aware that ‘eternal vigilance is the price 
of liberty " we hav only to call your attention to his fight 
for the opening of the museums in New York on Sundays. 
He has succeeded in making this a political question of the 
municipal government of the city of New York. Bo he has 
the peculiar faculties of forcing our demands on the body 
politic, and, I fear, much faster than Liberals will make up 
their minds to follow where he leads the way; and I want 
you all.to understand one thing: we can never accomplish 
the Nine Demands without a political effort, and as nine is- 
sues are greater than one or two, you must make up your 
minds to sacrifice one or the other, if need be. Bythis means 
you can hasten the day of equal and exact justice. 

Jonn W. ABBOTT. 


Avrora, O., Feb. 22, 1887. 

Mr. Epviror: I hav concluded to inclose a short article I 
published in my county paper as a schedule of part of my 
belief. I sce by the two pages of *' Letters from Friends "— 
a most interesting part of your paper—that there are many 
Liberal farmers. 'They may be as desirous to read some- 
thing on agricultural questions as on grecnback, temperance, 
and financial matters. "There are no subjects of more vital 
importance than the ones merely glanced at in this communi- 
cation. Is it not a strange anomaly that in the labor discus- 
sions that hav grown so fierce in the last few years the 
farmer is seldom included among the different classes of 
labor? He is generally left out of sight. 

Iam nearing fourscore, and until the last year hav not 
thought of finishing a day's work with eight or ten hours. I 
hav earned what I àm worth and much more that is wasted 
and spent on others. Society and government, by their 
burdens and taxations, hav failed to strengthen themselvs 
lately in my affections, and I begin to feel like challenging 
their demands. 

Ilike to read in your correspondence anything that shows 
what my fellow-Liberals are at home. This article may help 
them to some hints about myself. So please put my name to 
the article i£ you deem it worthy of publication. It was pub- 
lished in the Portage County Democratic Press, Ohio. 

Yours, . N. EGGLESTON. 


THE LOAD THE FARMER OARRIES. 

Mr. Eprror: Is it any wonder the farmers of all nations, 
in all times, hav gone down under the weights imposed upon 
them? Is it any wonder the American farmer begins to stag- 
ger? And yet the blessed creatures never did, and do not 
now, know what ails them ; or.rather suppose that nothing 
is the matter so long as when they go to town some rich 
banker condescends to stop and ask about the health of their 
families and the condition of their crops. They do not 
understand the relation between those crops and the notes 
upon which the banker grows rich, but remember with 
thankfulness how the banker overlooked their coarse gar- 
ments, and smiled graciously upon them. Such notice pays 
for a large instalment of toil, while it is the cheap return 
offercd by idleness and luxury to those who create every- 
thing. 

The farmer not only makes the country, he makes cities, 
he makes the world. He makes the sun and all the stars. 
If it were not for him they would be of no use. They might 
as well go out, and they-would go out. He not only has 
given perfume to the jasmin and color to the roses; he is 
the creator of all roses and gardens and fields of grain. ‘The 
banker and railroader only manipulate and transfer and ex- 
change what he creates, and get rich; while he grows poor 
and poorer, until he is broken down, overburdened, and 
crushed under the load of parasites that swarm on him. $89 
went under the once industrious and noble farmers of the 
Euphrates, of the Nile and northern Africa, and of Italy and 
Spain—and they drew down in their ruin the many wonder- 
ful cities that had forgotten their makers and creators in the 
days of their vanity and blindness. : 

‘The farmer treads the wine-press, but does not drink the 
wine. He makes the tapestry and the carpets and the laces, 
but daintier feet and hands cannot spare him room upon 
their rich, soft figures, or share their loveliness with him. 
He builds railroads, colleges, and churches, Euclid avenues 
and Fifth avenues. He does more; he maintains all the ver- 
min and parasites that infest them, all the worthless, un- 
worked classes, and the courts and penitentiaries that keep 
them in order. Cabinets and legislatures, miues aud manu- 
factures, would starve without his crops. Had he no further 
atent than to support himself, he could do it as he once did, 
and be a gentleman again. . 

But I hav not much hope for him. Iconfess that some 
signs are favorable. But most of the men who come to the 
front in our agricultural schools, institutes, and provision 
law making, are not the best farmers of the country. They 
are men whose dispositions are distressed greally by close 
application to home work. F m 

Again, the strikes in our cities and mines are operating in- 
directly most severely upon the farmer; more so than upon 
the classes against which they are directly aimed. Agricult- 
ure is not yet ready to sing the song of eight hours, or ten 
hours, for a day's work. The idle worl demands of the 
farmer fourteen hours at least, or eviction, and his ears ncver 

ear a swell of sympathy. 

: Higher vies AN morë burdens and higher taxes for the 
agriculturist. They mean less crops, less work, less profits, 
and more mortgages on the land. They mean abandonment 
of the old homestead, removals, tears, and extinguishment. 
Higher wages and less time for field hands, besides all this, 
encourage idleness and unsteady and expensiv habits among 
those training for farm life. ; 3 

By almost universal cənsent the dissolute machinery of 
society and government is running, adversely to the welfare 
of labor on farms, and the laborer is fast hastening the way 
toward the doom of his forgotten predecessors. 
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© Ghildren’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixow, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


One by One. 


One by one, the moments whirl us 
Swiftly down life’s restless stream, 

One by one, we're passing onward 
Through the darkness and the gleam. 


One by one, the hours are speeding, 
Never halting on their way ; 

One by one, while youth and pleasnre 
All may vainly bid them stay. 


One by one, the days are fading, 
Weeks and montha roll into years, 
One by one, they fill the record 
Of time's memories, smiles or tears. 


One by one, the leaves expanding 
Robe the woods in deepest green; 

One by one, at Autumn’s summons, 
Fading, falling, quit the scene. 


One by one, friends on life's journey 
Drop asleep to wake no more ; 

One by one, they fail to greet us 
At the erstwhi'e welcome door. 


One by one, oh, may we ever 
Lessons learn from time’s decay, 

One by one, to fill our places 
Nobler, worthier every day. 


Bala Mountain, N. Y. *D. L. B. 


Two Industrious Girls.. 


TorEDpo, OHIO. 
Dear Miss Wixos: I hav not written in 
the Children's Corner for a long time, and so 
I thought I would write a few lines. I think 
“The World We Liv In,” ‘A Selfish Girl,” 
and, *' Are Your Hands Clean ?” are very nice 
stories. Uncle has '* The Story Hour,” and I 
think it is very nice. I hav a book that was 
given me by a cousin. The title is, “ Write 
Your Own Stories." Every other page has a 
picture, and opposit arelines to write your 
story on; and the one that.I hav chosen is 
two little girls, one with a dust-pan and brush 
and the other with a dusting-cloth. And un- 
der the picture are the words, ** Brushing UE 
the Crumbs;" and if you think it goo 
enough, please publish. ` 
Your little friend. Rosa MoLeNirTEAN. 
These girls are brushing up the crumbs. 
They are trying to surprise their mother. 
She is surprised when she comes home. She 
sees her six-year-old daughter dusting the 
room and her four-year-old brushing up the 
erumbs. They don’t like it because she 
came home, but when she calls them in the 
other room, she givs them candy, and then 
they say they are glad she came home. After 
they ate a little of the candy, they went back 
to dusting and sweeping until it was all done. 
"When supper-time came, they helped set the 
table and get the supper. When supper was 
ready and their papa came home, be was sur- 
prised to see everything so neat and tidy. 
Weren't they kind to their mother? 
Rosa McLENITHAN. 
[A nicely written story, and shows the au- 
thor to be a bright and smart little girl, who 


may yet become a famous writer.—Ep. C. C.] 
e 


Our Puzzle Box. 


1.—EXEROISES IN READING. 
A tedious man to preach did try; | 
Eight tedious men ‘‘ Amen" reply; 
Eighty just men began to sigh. 


A ton, dead weight, the giant drew; 
Eight hundred weight, all 7 could do. 
; Unotz James. 


2—.REBUS. 


A quotation. 


3.—PUSSY IN THE CORNER. 
Eight cats each in a corner sat, 
Seven other cats before each cat ; 
And on the tail of each of these 
There sat a cat in feline ease— 
How many cats in all is that? 
J..K. P. BAKER. 


4.—0R088-WORD ENIGMA. 
Find one in pile, but not in heap; 
Find two in mild, but not in meek ; 
Find three in raven, but not in prey ; 


Find four in river, but not in bay; 

Find five in short, but not in long; 

Find six in powerful, but not in strong; 
Find seven in brown, but not in white; 
Find eight in wrong, but not in right; 
Find nine in beautiful, but not in pretty; 
For my whole, find in Europe a noted city. 
N. Boothbay, Me. Warren B. OnOHARD. 


5.—REBUS. 


The small boy’s aspiration. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'8 CORNER, 
FEB. 26, 1887. : 
1.-Ci-ou-s—cious. 2.—Ariel, Lear, Cinde- 
rella, Rosalind, Barkis, Antonio, Belinda, 
Hamlet, Lochinvar, Claudis, Falstaff, Paulina. 
8.-Cross-grain-ed. ^ B-ass-oon.  M-inn.ow. 
Oap-.pap-er.  S-tar-ling. ^ Lu-net-te. 4.- 
Drunkards.let in a thief at the mouth to steal 
&way their brains. 
eo 


Correspondence. 


Excenspura, Wasu., Jan. 81, 1887. 
Miss Wixos: My father has taken THE 
TRUTH SEEKER for several years. I hav seen 
so many letters in the Corner, I thought I 
would write one too. We liv near Yokamo 
river. In the summer we hav a great time 
down there. There are rocks of all shapes 
and kinds, as granit, slate, quartz, basalt, 
etc. There is no timber except along the 
river, and back in the mountains. There are 
balm, alder, dogwood, and other kinds of 
trees along the river. Back in the mountains 
are fine firand tamarack. I am ten years old. 
I love to read the. stories in the Children’s 

Corner, and always read them. 
Yours truly, §$Tsomas W. PARRISH. 


Lisson, Ia., Feb. 18, 1887. 
Dzar Miss Wixon: Our school has been 
ont since February 4th. I hav been sawing 
wood since then. We hav had fine winter 
weather, but to-day is pretty windy. We 
liv on a farm two anda half miles south of 
Lisbon. We hav one hundred and ninety- 
five acres of land, twenty-five of which is 
timber. We are the only Liberals iu this 
neighborhood. Pa has taken Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER ever since it was printed. Ihav four 
brothers and two sisters. Lisbon is a small 
town of one thousand inhabitants and five 
churches. We alllike Watson Heston's pict- 
ures; this morning we all had to laugh at 
Nimrod when he treed a 'possum. I will 

close for this time. Epwin A. SAILOR. 


Coton, Mion., Feb. 28, 1887. 

Deak Miss Wixos: I had intended to write 
before this, but owing to sickness in our 
family I could not. My Grandpa Powers has 
been very sick. but he is better now. I was 
so glad to see Uncle John in the corner again, 
but ere I got time to reply to him I read in 
the. Children's Corner the sickness and death 
of little Ralph. I mourn with and for Uncle 
John in the death of his little Ralph. That 
is what we all hav got to come to sooner or 
later—io be laid away in our last resting- 
place, but we cannot help but mourn for 
our dear departed ones. I bope that Uncle 
John won't forget his little TRUTH SEEKER 
friend in his loss, for I love Uncle John and 
all Tax Truta SEEKER friends. I wish to 
send my love to Uncle John. Iu the last Cor- 
ner I read about ** Pets,” by Seward Mitchell, 
and some day, with your permission, I want 
to hav a little talk with him about pets, for I 
think by talking with the pen we become ac- 
quainted with each other. I am glad to see 
that Mr. Putnam has started out again on his 
round of travels, and I wish he could drop in 
on us some day, but I don’t expect any such 
pleasure is in store for us. -I send my best 
respects to all the Children’s Corner friends. 
I will close with love to you. i 

Sincerely yours, Franors B. CORNWALL. 


[Yes; you may talk with any of our corre- 
spondents, but please be brief, as you see our 
space is limited.—Ep. C. C.] 

HaznisBUzG, PA., Feb. 14, 1887. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I suppose you thought 
it strange not to hear from meafter so kindly 
publishing my story, but nevertheless I wrote 
to you a day after THE TRUTH SEEKER con- 
taining it reached me, thanking both you and 
Mr. Cozine for the kind attention given my 
story. But it is à mystery to me why you 
did not receive the letter, for, soon after I 
mailed it, it was returned to me unclaimed. 
The address was correct, being the same as 
stated at the top of the Corner; and not till 
now did I find an opportunity to write you 
again. I don't understand why Mr. Cozine 
asked for my full address in TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER, when he did not want to write to me, 
as I complied with his request, and that was 
the last I heard of Mr. Cozine. As it is not 
our custom to depend on God, I wil! just hav 
to hope you will receive this letter. 

HERMAN B. Tavsie. 


(It must hav been owing to some mistake 


that the letter did not come to hand, as our 
mail is large, and we never knew such à 
thing to happen to a letter of ours before. In 
regard 1o D. B. Cozine, his conduct is inex- 
plicable. To offer prizes and then fail to 


comply with his own terms, nor even to. 


deign an explanation of his conduct, is very 
strange, to say the least. He cannot be a 
true Liberal,for we never knew one to be 
guilty of such wrong-doing. - To deceive a 
child in such à manner is the hight of mean- 
ness. But let us charitably think that his 
mind may be unbalanced or that he has be- 
come a member of some religious body where 
they wink at such things. Liberals are of 
better material.—Ep. C. C.] 


‘CLEVELAND, O., Feb. 12, 1887. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: As.you were kind 
enough to print my other letter, I thought I 
would write again. Ispent six weeks with 
my auntie. While there, mother moved to 
Cleveland, Ohio. I came home and started to 
school] here. It was just examination, but I 
went through with it, and was promoted. I 
did not expect it, for I haW@been here 
for such a short time. I -like the 
school here better than either of the 
schools I hav attended, because they do not 
make us keep our hands behind us. They let 
us sit the way we like. I attend the Case 
avenue school. My mother got married 
while I was in Springfield, and my stepfather 
is a Presbyterian, and would like to hav me 
attend Sunday-school regularly, but mother 
runs the Sunday-school business. Mother 
says I can go sometimes to please him. She 
says it won’t hurt me to go sometimes. The 
more I go, the less I think of the way they 
do. I went last Sunday, and the superintend- 
ent said that when we go along streets and 
see so many cards on the door with diphtheria 
on, we ought to come to Sunday-school and 
be good. They cannot scare me that way. 
It is the money they want. They are build- 
ing anew church, and want a great deal of 
money. I hav a little friend living in Illinois 
somewhere. Her name is Nora Carter, and 
if she sees Taz TRUTH SEEKER I would like 
to hav her write to me. My address is 975 
Payne ave., Cleveland, O. Iam going to send 
you some verses mother wrote. She wrote 
them just forfun. I asked her for them, and 
she gave them to me to do what I pleased 
with them. I wanted to send them to you 
and hay them printed with my letter, if you 
think it worth while. I close my letter hop- 
ing you will think it worthy a place in the 
Children’s Corner. Eruet VanErta. 
They say that Iam drifting away from all things 

oode 
Drifting away from heaven, drifting away from 
od; 
Drifting away from righteousness, drifting away 
TOM ` í 
Drifting away from everything they taught me in 
my youth. 


They say Iam drifting onward, far out into the 


mgin 5. SS : 
Drifting away in darkness, drifting away from the 


ght; 
Ever drifting downward, farther from the sky, 
Drifting away from God's mercy, drifting on to 
ie. 


Iknow that I hav drifted far out on the bay, 

But with the lamp of reason to light me on the 
Ways 

And freedom for companion, with truth and right 


o guide, 
I Ex Ti float on safely; and come in with the 
ide. 


OO ————— 
What is Evolution ? 


Evolution is a pretty big word, but your 
minds are capable, F am sure, of taking in its 
import. 

It means, briefly expressed, to grow, to 
unfold by degrees, little by little, step by 
step. The world was not made in a year, 
nor in six thousand years, as was formerly 
taught, but, as has been told you before, it 
has been growing slowly for millions of years 
—is still growing and developing? 

Plants and animals did not attain their 
present state all at once. They hav been 
growing—evoluting—and are yet some ways 
off from perfection. 

Linnzus and Buffon were the first among 
modern naturalists who taught gradualgrowth 
or evolution. 

Low types of life existed first, like the mol- 
lusks that are found in the very oldest rocks; 
after them came certain kinds of fishes, and 
then the water animals appeared ; following 
them came crawling and slimy serpents, hid- 
eous reptils, and then the mammals. Mam- 
mals means those creatures that nurse their 
babies, like the cow, the cat, and the goat. 
The word mamma is derived from mammal, 
and you can see readily how like it is to it. 
Man, the highest species of animals, came 
last, but the first race, or primitiv man, was 
not of the .same order that you see to-day. 
Far different. But there was that in him 
that foretold what is to-day, as every form of 
life has shadowed that which was to come 
after. 

Through many changes, variations of cli- 
mate, food, battles with enemies, and many 
other causes, organic life has developed, the 
stronger and best fitted to liv surviving the 
weak and inperfect organjsms. Darwin calls 


this ‘‘ the survival of the fittest,” and “ nat- 
ural selection.” 

Everything advances in the most perfect 
order, and is subject always to law and gov- 
ernment. Through successiv stages of reptil, 
beast, and savage, the human being has 
come, and when you see a man or child be- 
having like a brute, you must be sorry for 
that one, because he has not yet developed 
properly, and is still showing very plainly 
that he is in the order of evolution. 

You ask what it is that has caused all the 
great changes in nature. The two great 
causes are Force and Matter, and I guess we 
Shall hav to call them the parents, the father 
and mother of the universe. E 

Evolution, or growth, or progress, what. 
ever we may call it, is a great study, and 
when you are older, and your minds stronger, 
you must read the works of the great writers 
on the subject, and use your eyes in observ- 
ing plants and animals; the elements, as fire, 
air, water; and studying about their habits 
and ways in a wild condition, and also when 
domesticated ; note the difference, and draw 
your own conclusions. You hav reason and 
intelligence, and, of course, reason and intel- 
ligence are intended for use or exercise, and 
to make us good and useful citizens of the 
world in which we liv. S. H. W. 


QuxsTroNs.—What is the meaning of the word 
evolution? Was the world made in six thousand 
years? How long has it been growing? Is it fin- 
ished yet? What modern naturalists taught evo- 
Jution first? Name the oldest forms of life. 
Name the next. What is the meaning of mam- 
mal? What word hay we from it? What is the 
last species called? Was the early man like the 
present type? ‘Tell the caures of progyess. What 
does Darwin call this? What is subject to law 
and government? Through what changes has 
man come? When must we be sorry? Can you 
tell the two prominent causes of change? What 
shali we call them? What ought we to observe 
and study ? í 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. By Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. The Only Diustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children's Story-Book everissued. 66 full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large fype, heavy 
toned paper, broad margins, nminate 
covers; 4to. 224 pP., bds., $1.25. 


Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. 

e Young Folks. By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 

Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for gomg masters and misses, has 
passed through a, very large edition, and a 
second has been issued ata reduced, price of 
$1.95, free of postage. is new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very 
much to the value of the volume. 

Toe Youth's Liberal Guide. By 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M, Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims at the education of youth in the 
principles of Freethought, at the same. time 
hat it inculeates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense. ddress THE TRUTH 

SEEKER. 


Second edition. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 


vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
reters specifically to 148 Bible propositions, 
with numerous references and citations, that 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
of other propositions in the same book. Price 


95 nania 
P | Y | | 
—— 
A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Observer’s slanderous attacks 


upon the Author-Hero of the Amer. 
ican Revolution. Containing 
both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
i ia 


The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every» 
where in vindication. 


TOGETHER WITH 
A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death. 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine's 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


%8pp. Price 15 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


CAINET PHOTOGAPHS OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


85 Cents Each. 
, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


A Story-Book for. 


Agents for the Truth Seeker 


OALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
CANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont, 
COLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
l IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
: ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Btevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. E. Follet, 802 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. i 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 


MAINE. 
: B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
: MIOHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
S. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 466. * i 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. i 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 
MONTANA. 
O. B. Whitford, Butte City. 
NEBRASKA. : 
: Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
OHIO. : : 

N. Hexter, 808 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. 

B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 315 North 10th st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 

TENNESSEE. 
Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 
TEXAS. 

L. Andruss, Denison. . 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 


UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 


VIRGINIA. ` 
Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, Snowville. 


ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


Robt. G. Ingzersolls 


OPENING SPEECH TO THE J URY 
in the suit of the 


Bankers’ and Merchants’ 
graph. Company 


against the 


Western Union Telegraph Company. 
=y 
So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
Bpeech that Tur TRUTH Seexer has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


SPIRITUALISM 
Sustained 


By the Bible. 


BY COL. JOHN R. KELSO. 
CONTENTS: . 


SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE BIBLE. 


SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE OHRIS- 
TIAN OHUROH. 

SPIRITUALISM A NECESSITY IN GOD'S GEN- 
ERAL GOVERNMENT. 

SPIRITUAL MEDIUMSHIP. 

OBJEOTIONS TO SPIRITUALISM ANSWERED. 


Like all THE TRUTH SrEkER's publications, the 
mechanical execution of the work is all that could 
be desired. Good paper, clear type—in short, & 
neat little volume. ` 

The primary object of the work, as its title indi- 
cates, is to sustain Spiritualism, but the absurdi- 
ties of the Ohristian religion, and the abomina- 
tions of the old Jew book, get a terrible shaking 
up. The book contains much to interest every 
intelligent reader. . . . Colonel Kelso has done 
much acceptable work in the cause of Fréethought 
and Liberalism all over the land. Send for his 
new book—read it—put it into the hands of every 
Christian ; it will teach him that the way of the 
fool is foolishness. Every Liberal who reads ii 
will certainly find his “Spiritual” strength re- 
newed.-—John Peck, 

Bound in cloth, 245 pp., price $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
tf 83 Olinton Place, New York. 


Tele- 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 


BY W. 8. BELL. 


“Tam very much pleased with it, and I wish the 
feventy thousand ministers of this country were 
obliged to purchase the pamphlet and read every 


word of it." a 
Price 15 cents, For sale at this office. 


e 


Reported for the “ Truth Seeke: by 
I. N. BAKER, 


and Printed by Permission of 
the Author. 


GHE ONLY GORREGT 
EDITION. | 


‘New Yonx: ; 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


PRICE, 6 CENTS. 


WHAT'S TO BE DONE? ECONOMIC EQUITIES, 
A NIHILISTIC ROMANCE. 


By N. G. TCHERNYCHEWSKY. With a portrait} A OOMPEND or THE NATURAL Laws oF In- 
of the Author. Translated by BENJ. 
. TUCKER. DUSTRIAL PRODUCTION AND. 
Written in Prison. Suppressed by the Czar. The 
Anthor Over Twent Years an Exile in Sibe- ExonaNez. 
ria. Russian Edition worth $600a Copy. 
First American Edition Exhauste 
in Four Days. Second now 
Ready, An Elegant 
olume of 330 
Pages. 
In cloth, $1; paper, 75 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


By J. K. Ineatrs, author of ‘‘ Social Wealth.” 


Price, 25 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 33 Clinton Place 
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E:ITTLE# E&ESSONS 


FOR 


LITTLE FOLKS. 


: By AUNT ELMINA 


(Mns. E. D. SLENKER). 


NEW YORK: 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 
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PRICE, 40 CENTS. 


BUY ONLY 
Good Goods at Lowest Prices. 


The following area few of my leaders, all of 
which are latest improved, best make, solid coin 
silver, open face or hunting, American stem-wind 
watches, and guaranteed strictly as represented 
or cash refunded : 2 ounce case, 7 jewels, $10; 3 
ounce, $11 ; 4 ounce, $12. With 11 jeweled muve- 
ments, $12.50, $13.50, $14.50; 5 ounce, $16 ; 6 ounce, 
$17.50. With full (15) Jeweled movement, pat. reg- 
ulator, $16, $17. $18, $19.50. 6 ounce, $21; adjusted 
to heat and cold, add. $4, being only $25 for this 
Magnificent, 6 ounce, ful: jeweled, adjusted watch, 
usually sold tor $85 to $40. The following are all 
best 14 karat gold filled gold watches, cases ele- 
gant and latest style, and guaranteed by special 
certificate trom factory and myself for 20 ycars: 
7 jewels. $24.50; 11 jewels, $27; 15 jewels, $30. Ad- 
justed, $34, cheap at $40 and practically as good as. 
any $100 watch a lifeume. Ladies’ watches, same 
best quality cases : ? Jewels, $20 ; 11 jewels, $22 ; 15 
jewels, $28. In good 2d quality filled cases, $2 to 
$5 less. Ladies’ 14k. solid gold watches, $30, $82, $38.. 
Heavier gold cases in embossed, chased, enam- 
eled, Louis XIV. style, diamond ornamentations,. 
ete., $5 to $50 extra. Gents’ 14 k, sold gold 
watches, from $45 up. Swiss watches, to close out, 
very low. ‘Ihe above all guaranteed below bottom 

prices elsewhere er cash refunded. All are care- 
ully inspected before sending, warranted for one 
year, and sent prepaid if on line of American Ex. 
oftice. Sundries: Best rolled gold plated chains 
and charms for ladies or gents, $2, $3, $4, $5, usual- 
ly sold for $8 $4,$5, t0 $7. Jewelry, latest styles, 
full line, 25 per cent below regular prices. Best 
Rpectacles in the world, $1. Genuin pebbles, $2. 
ent prepaid in case. IEye-glasses, same price. 
(Send hne of finest print you can read distinctly 
Wishous glasses and state how many inches from 
eyes, and Í can suit you first time.) Good razor, 
est in the world—a luxury-$2. Extra fine 
strops, 50 cents. Set best violin strings, 50 cents. 
For guitar, 75 cents. 3 Ludwig harmonicas, 50 
cents. Best achiomatic opera glasses, $4, $5; in 
pearl, $8 to $12. Large field glasses, $8, $10. Rig- 
nal service, $12. atches cleaned,$1. Springs, 
$1. Jewels, $1. And returned free. Best work. 
Try me. OTTO WETISIEIN, 

. Rochelle. Til. 
Designer and patentee of New Freethought Budge 
in pins and charms, 2 sizes, solid gold, enameled 
in 4 colors, and most beautiful badge ever de- 
signed. Small, $2, $2.75, $3 50. Large,$8 to $5; 
with genuin diamond, #8, $10; and charms up to 
$15. Demand daily increasing. Agents Wanted. 


THE BIBLE AND DARWINISM. 
By AnrHuR B. Moss. 


Six smartly written essays. Price 25 cents. 

. The Freethinker says: “ Mr. Moss is an indefat- 
igable pamphleteer, His latest puunssuon com- 
pares the Bible with science and shows their in- 
compatibility, and how the stupendous verities of 
nature transcend the myths and fables of the rev- 
elation of the Jews," 


Also by the same author, 


BIBLE ERRORS AND SECULAR TRUTH. 
Prico 80 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Company. 


BLASPHEMY 


—AND— 


THE BIBLE. 


BY ©. B. REYNOLDS. 


Showing that the Bible and the believers in 
are the real blasphemers, and not the Sect 


larists. 
This is the pamphlet for the distribution 
which Mr. Reynolds is now indicted, and to ba 


TRIED FOR BLASPHEMY 


May 8d. 
Price, 10 Cents: 6 for 60 cents; 13 for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


S. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 


Its Scientific Solution, with some Oriticisms oÍ' 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts.. 
* A prose epic of the war, rich with incident: 
and dramatic power ; breezy from first page to: 
last with the living spirit of to-day."—Jonn 
Swinton's Paper. 

Golden Throne, a Romance. “The 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea~ 
tiv spark is within him. Thebookisfilled with 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— « 
the transcript of amanly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "—INcERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it:s 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 

Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotior, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Dr. HENRY W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 
Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 
other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 
Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 


version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 


cents. 
For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Mayie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; J. M. Pryse and J. 
M. Burgler, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 
prise,the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generally 
to the practical solution of the problem of Integral 
Co-operation. Price, $1 a year; 50 cents for six 
months: 25 cants for three months 
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New Books. 


Tax FarHERS or Our RxPuxari0: Paine, Jef- 
ferson, Washington, and Franklin. By 
John E. Remsburg. Published by J. P. 
Mendum, Investigator office, Boston, Mass. 
This work seems to me the best vindication 

of Thomas Paine I hav ever seen. We con- 

stantly hear from the orthodox pulpit (and, I 

am sorry to say, sometimes from the Unita- 

rian) that Thomas Paine was a blatant blas- 
phemer. This little work shows him to be 
one of the most reverent of men. Of course, 
we know such defamer has never read ‘‘ The 
Age of Reason,” or any other book written 
by its author. Neither could such a one be 
persuaded to do so, but if every Freethinker 
could possess himself of a copy of this work, 
there is so little of it, and at the samc time so 
much in its substance, it certainly would be 
easy to persuade such a one to read it. It 
proves itself—no argument is required. 

Thomas Paine, if living to-day, would be 

eminently fitted to occupy any liberal pulpit. 
Very little is said of the Infidelity of 

Thomas Jefferson by the Christian world. I 

am glad Mr. Remsburg has made his unbe- 

lief so apparent. In these days, when so 
much is said (and wisely and truthfully) of 

Jeffersonian democracy, it would be-well to 

understand Jeffersonian religion. I think a 

true Democrat cannot, in the nature of 

things, be an orthodox Christian. This little 
memoir also proves itself, and needs no argu- 
ment. In the two remaining '' Fathers,” 

Washingtow and Franklin, the same lack of 

Christian belief is apparent. Every device 

has been resorted to to get Washington into 

heaven, but without success—that is, if one 
must believe that he must be willing to go 
to hell before he is fitted for heaven. I hav 
not as much veneration for Washington as 
for Paine or Jefferson, but am perfectly will- 
ing he should be an inhabitant of the same 
place with all the unbelievers in the world of 
spirits. I suppose there will be no pursuit 
of fugitivs there. Of Franklin, who Theo- 
dore Parker used to say was the greatest man 

America ever produced, I am glad to see 

Mr. Remsburg has fairly placed hirn with the 

Infidels. What a grand set of men and 

women are already in that company! Let 

us do what we can to increase their number, 
and let me say to all Freethinkers that one 
very efficient way to do it is to scatter this 
pamphlet, ‘‘The Fathers of Our Republic,” 
: broadcast. Lvox N. Cotman. 
Syracuse, N. Y., Feb. 20, 287. 


I hav been reading this last lecture, '* The 
Fathers of Our Republic,” with more than 
ordinary interest. 

Everybody who knows Mr. Remsburg is 
well aware that he never hits wide of the 
mark, and always hews to the line of his sub- 
ject. All his lectures are like bright coins 
from the mint, but this is a real gem, more 
precious than gold. In the time of battle 
arms are of more consequence than gold, and 
this lecture will prove a real weapon in the 
hand of every Freethinker engaged in the 
great struggle for equal rights and mental 
liberty. 

Every reader of Christian literature knows 
how often Thomas Paine has been referred to 
as a '' scoffer” and an ‘‘ Atheist.” Ever since 
his death, few sermons hav been censidered 
complete without a reference to the.‘ awful 
death of Tom Paine." In a recent sermon 
Talmage repeated the stale lie. 

So, too, it has been claimed that the fathers 
of the republic were all Christiaus. Wash- 
ington prayed at Valley Forge, and before 
the commencement of each battle of the Rev- 

solution in which he was engaged ; therefore 
he was a Christian. 

The convention which framed the Constitu- 
tion was opened by prayer; therefore every 
member of the convention, and all who took 
8 prominent part in the thrilling events of the 
Revolution, including Jefferson and Franklin, 
were also Christians—and therefore this is à 
Christian country. 

No men hav been more lied about, vilified, 
and misrepresented than Paine, Jefferson, 
Washington, and Franklin. For these lies 
and misrepresentations the religious press 
and the clergy are responsible. With few ex- 
ceptions, the church-going people hav heard 
Paine denounced as an Atheist, and Jefferson, 
Washington, and Franklin claimed as Chris- 
tians. 

Nothing would do more to break down the 
confidence of all right-minded people in the 
Christian press and the clergy than to know 
that it has lied about these moving spirits of 
the Revolution, and grossly perverted the 
facts of history, and that the Bible expound- 
ers (or pounders) in their zeal to build up the 
church hav lied to deceive the people. 


This lecture is a full and complete refuta- 
tion of these foul slanders and misrepresenta- 
tions, and scatters them like chaff in a 
cyclone. What is more, there is no such 
thing as making a flank movement on the 
evidence. It nails these oft-repeated lies of 
the clergy to the counter as base coin. 

In brief, it is like dropping a cannon-ball 
through a spider-web. Nota shred or shadow 
of these threadbare lies is left to giv them the 
semblance of truth. 

Ministers will never stop their lies until the 
people become better informed in regard to 
these matters. : 

All know that Mr. Remsburg has done as 
much real, solid, and effectual work as any 
man in the lecture-field, and we are under re- 
newed obligations to him for this last lecture. 

Freethinkers can do the cause and Mr. 
Remsburg no greater service than to hava 
half-dozen copies of this lecture doing mis- 
sionary work in every neighborhood. 

It forms a neat pamphlet of between forty 
and fifty pages, and is for sale at the Investi- 
gator office, Paine Hall, Boston. 

Joan Prox. 


THE OONFLIOT BETWEEN OHRISTIANITY AND 
OIVILIZATION. 

It has been a genuin source of pleasure 
to me to read a pamphlet with the above title, 
written by W. S. Bell, 302 State st., Chicago, 
Ill., and sold at fifteen cents per single copy. 

Brother Bell has put in & clear form his 
allegations against the arrogant assumptions 
of the Christian church, and proves beyond 
the peradventure of a doubt that this church 
has always stood in opposition to every re- 
form that had for its object either the liberty 
of the mind or body from the chronic oppres- 
sions of tyrannical customs and superstitions. 

W. S. Bell, in a concise and clear manner, 
in this instructiv pamphlet, allows history to 
tell its own story, and out of the writings of 
those who hav given to history its most en- 
during monuments of scientific truth and re- 
search, the Christian church and Christian re- 
ligion is made to appear in its true light, as 
the tool of oppression, the enemy of progress, 
and the opponent of every principle or meas- 
ure that'has sought, or that now seeks, the 
universal establishment of those principles of 
justice and equity that would follow obedi- 
ence to its boasted Golden Rule. 

Could this pamphlet meet the sale its real 
merits deserve, it would do much to open the 
eyes of the blind, and would place at the com- 
mand of lovers of truth, in concise form, an 
answer as complete to every false claim of 
Christians and Christianity as was Stephen 
Foster's ** Brotherhood of Thieves; or, a True 
Picture of the American Church and Clergy.” 

This production of W. S. Bell’s is just as 
clear cut and incisiv, though, of course, it 
lacks that peculiar ‘“‘ horse radish” bite and 
sting that none but Stephen K. Foster could 
impart. Pamphlets of this nature are fre- 
quently the best educators (especially in this 
hurried, bustling age) for the reason that 
very many will take time to read the small 
collections of well-written, well selected and 
compiled gems of truth and wisdom that 
would not take time to read any large, elab- 
orate work or treatis on science or philoso- 
phy. In the hope that this little truthful 
missionary may reach the multitude with its 
words of truth and soberness, I giv my 
hearty commendation, GEORGE Lynn. 


The grand old Truru SEEKER, the organ of 
the Liberals of the country, founded by 
D. M. Bennett, and ‘‘ baptized,” if not in his 
blood, in his sufferings in prison, is still activ 
and vigorous, and the publishing house con- 
nected with the paper is sending out the best 
of all the Freethought publications. 

We acknowledge the receipt of the follow- 
ing books: 

* Rational Communism : The Present and 
the Future Republic of North America." By 
a Capitalist. Price $1.50. This is a work of 
nearly 500 pages and deserves a full review, 
which we hope to giv it in the future. The 
whole world is now struggling toward co- 
operation in business, with Communism, 
brotherhood, affiliation, as an ultimate. ` The 
man who cannot see this is not an observer 
and cannot claim to be even intelligent. 
‘Order of Creation." Price 75 cents. This 
work givs the articles in the famous con- 
troversy concerning the conflict between 
Genesis and Geology, by Gladstone, Max 
Muller, Professor Huxley, and others. “ Lit- 
tle Lessons for Little Folks." Price 40 cents. 
This is one of ‘‘ Aunt Elmina's" (Mrs. E. D. 
Slenker's) books for chidren, abounding in 
much useful information upon subjects in 
which the little people are interested.— 

Worthington Advance. 


We hav received from Tar TRUTH SEEKER 
office a copy of ‘‘Little Lessons” for chil- 
dren, from the pen of that charming author- 
ess, Mrs. Elmina Drake. Slenker, who has 
done so much toward making the road to 
knowledge for the ‘little ones? pleasant and 
inviting, for which she deserves: the grateful 
&nd heartfelt thanks of all who hav the in- 
terest of the children at heart. ‘‘ Little Les- 
sons” is gotten up in handsome style, printed 
on good paper, large, clear type, bound in 
boards. Every page is full of interest, not a 
dull lesson in the whole book. Price 40 
cents. Tur TRUTH SEEKER, 33 Clinton Place, 
New York.—The Edgar Post. 

e 
How a Hoosier Went a-Hunting. 


When the Indiana lawyer, Mr. Stotsenburg, 
had concluded his series of essays in the In- 
dianapolis Sentinel, maintaining that Sir Philip 
Francis was Junius, the following fable ap- 
peared in the Seymour Republican, purport- 
ing to hav been spoken by the spirit of Sir 
Philip through a medium, and taken down in 
Shorthand by W. H. Burr: 

A Hoosier went a-hunting. He got no 
game. At last he spied a dead animal, with 
black and white fur. It had been shot by 
some other fellow, and killed before it could 
odorize. The Hoosier bagged it. Soon he 
met some schoolboys. 

“ See here, boys,” said he, ‘ what a funny 
looking fox I’ve shot.” 

* Fox!" said they. ‘Great Scott! Jeru- 
salem! Julius Cesar! Do you think we 
don’t know a skunk when we see it?” 

Morat.—When you find a dead skunk 
don’t bag it, but bury it. we i 


ROMANISM, 


DANCER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


Priog, 7 - -  « - 40 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 


Price 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


$ 


lle Temperance: 


LIQUOR DRINKING, 


Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
by the Bible, . 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


This is a companion book to Remsburg's ** Bible 
Morals." 48 pages; price 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER ÇO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


Saints and Sinners. 10 cents. 
The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price, $1.25. ConTentsl: 
Section 1. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section Il. Whatit 
Owes to Mohammedanism. Section IIT. Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors. Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Bec“ 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands. 
Wedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
22 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christian Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the '*Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles , Bradlaugh. Con- 
tents : The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
. Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
| Watts are potlished at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS EÀCH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible: Freethought and 
Modern Progress: Christianity, its Nature and 
influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and Bible Antagonistic; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all of 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. . 


LYLY XD w ; 
BIBLE MYXUS 


. AND THEIR 
Parallels in Other Religions. 


The objectof the work is to point out the myth 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound 
to show that they were held in common with othe 
uations; and then trace them to their evident ori 
gin and explain their meaning. 

“ Tt is unquestionable true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere eise so accessible as they are now made 
n the work before us.”—N. Y. Sus. 

1 vol. Svo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


rice, $2.50, 


Mottoes for Freethinkers. 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the ** God-bless-our- 
home" placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 921-2. The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. i4 The following are the various 
readings: : 


"E TT—————————————nrel 


THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTROL 
THE WORLD. 


THE TIME TO BE HAPPY IS NOW, $a 
AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE. H 
m m 


NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY; 
TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. 


The price of each of the foregoing is 25 centa. 

For Freethought societies there is a large card 
22 x 15inchesg, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 80 
cents. Any of these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


GOD AND HIS BOOK. 


THE BIBLE: WHERE DID WE GET IT 
AND WHAT IS IT? 


By SALADIN, editor of the London “Secular 
Review.” 
Issued in six parts. Four parts now ready. Price 
25 cents each. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER office. 
WORKS OF O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Christianity a Reward for Crime. 
Authenticated by the Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 29 pages, - - - 10c. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 
Paper, 12mo, 4? pages,  - £ 7 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


. Paper, i2mo, 95 pages, 25c. 


15c. 


A Masonic Vindication of Right. 
A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 8 pages; ~ - - - 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

28 Lafayette Pl.. New York 


15c. 


After Forty years” 

experience in the 

reparation of more 

Than Ono Hundred 

Thousand applications for patents in 
the United States and Foreign coun- 
tries, the publishers of tho Scientific 
American continue to act as solicitors 

M for patents, caveats, trade-marks, copy~ 
rights, etc., for the United States, and 
to obtain patents in Canada, England, France, 


Germany, and all other countries. Thoirexperi- 
ence is unequaled and their facilities are unsur- 


passed. i N 

Drawings and specifications prepared and filed 
in the Patent Office on short notice., Terms very 
reasonable. No charge for examination of models 
or drawings. Advice by mail free. i 

Patents obtained through Munn &Oo.are noticed 
inthe SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN, which hag 
the largest circulation and is the most influential 
newspnper of its kind published in ihe world. 
The advantages of such a notice every patentee 
understands. "mer 
. This large and splendidly illustrated newspaper 
ie published WEEKLY at $3.00 a year, and is 
admitted to be the best paper devoted to sciences 
mechanics, inventions, engineering works, an 
other departments of industrial progress, pub- 
lished in any country. It contains the names of 
all patentaes and title of every invention patented 
each week. Try it four months for one dollar. 
Sold by allmewsdealers. . i 

If you have an invention to patent write to 
Munn & Oo., publishers of Scientific American, 
361 Broadway, Now York. : 

Handbook about patents mailed free, 
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e 
Ingersoli’s Tributes. 
~- 'REOUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll's at greatly reduced prices. ^ The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: 

The Vision of War, 
Tribute to his Brother, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller's Grave.’ 

The price of these heretofore has been $1.00. We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKE R 

38 Lafayette Pl, New York. 


W.S B;LI/S PAMPHUETS. 


The Conflict between Christianity 
and Civilization. 


PRICE, 15 CENTS. 


Tt is a stunner ; concise, scholarly, and good.— 
M. E. Billings. : TERA 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
PRICE, 15 CENTS. 

Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. 

Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Man,—T. B. Wakeman. 

A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. Itisa very 
able paper, and deserves wide dissemination.--T he 

ge. : 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTS. 


‘The number of heads under which you hay 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which each point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. , Therefore 
Itake great pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition " to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self government.— 
J.J. McCabe. . 


ingersolls Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 


In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 

* Humboldt," '* Thomas Paine,” “ Individual. 
ity,” and * Heretics and Heresies.” 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 

-Contents: “ The Ghosts,” “Liberty for Man, 

: Woman; and Child,” ** The Declaration of In- 

dependence,” * About Farming in nois,” 

t The Grant Banquet,” “The Rev. Alexander 

Clark,” “The Past Bises before Me e 8 

Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon O. Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.95. : 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


per, 35 cents. j 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 


Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. ` 
Orihedoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents, $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
gould be delivered in iwo ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously, 
Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the pace gt the San MM air ii Sopar 50 
cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 
, Millions of these Should be circulated. : 
Vindieation of Thomas Paine from 


the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents, 


Ingersoll's Lectures Compiete. 
ound in one volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr. Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on ''Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of$5, Sent by mail postpaid. 
Tributes. There hay been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingérsoll’s “Tribute to 
is Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 
* Little Harry Miller's Grave,” that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
to any address, for 60cta, or either one for 15cts. 


Prose Poems and Selections. This 


new book is a gem. Itis a model in every re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated ** Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many.other gems, 
Selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versationsof the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring triends a8 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 

urpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 


than 30,000 copies hav been sold. 
For gale at this office. 


treating of forty-six characters in hi à 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
Mr. Parton’s works need no commendation. They 
are standard. 
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NEW YORK: A 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


N 


D, 


jr S] 


SSE 


ISS ies 


=] 


zy 


= 


í 


ELE 


5 uli 
CONTENTS. nt 
I PAGE. li 
ir Calendar for 1887, - - - - . . . = B Ul 
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PRICE, 25 CENTS. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


EFREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 


The Sole Factera and Exact Ratios in Its| The Heathens of the Heath, MRNA 


Acquirement and Apportionment, 
By J. K. INGALLS. 


CONTENTS: Economie Schools: a brief re- 
view of their Origin and Growth; Rise and 
Growth of Capitalism;  Unearned. Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved’ Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Social Wealth; Land Own- 
ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
the Productiv Factors; Partnership and Co-op- 


: eration; Law of Contracts; Money and Credit; 


Of Value or Economic Ratios; Taxation as a 
Remedy; Reforms, net Remedies; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conclusion. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, it is now known to be the work of W 
H. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
Price, 15 cents. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


OR, 


MEN oF Busmess Wao Dip SowETRING BESIDES 


KING Money. 
A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 


BW JAMES PARTON, 


This book contains 400 pages, pasas printed, 


istory who hav 


‘ac simile, has been prepared especially for it. ah ti * y 2 " 

Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back Price, $1.25. 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- | Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 28 Lafayette Place. New Fark 
Tocco, gilt, exquisitiy fine, $7.50; in fuil tree 


calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 
The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, aud 
Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 


life, price, $1.50 each. Every admirer of these 
apostles of Religious Liberty should hav them. 


Photographs of Coionel Ingersoll. 
panel, 103x17, $3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 


ig. 
conis. address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRAVELS iN FAITH 


. From Tradition to Reason. 


BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 
Oloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 


The Secret of the East, 


OR, 


The Origin of the Christian Religion 


and the Signifieanee-of its 
Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Price, $1.60. For sale at this office. 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonne 
amily Creeds, Day of 


author of Exeter Hall, Fa 
Price reduced. Paper, 


Bi, etc. 500 pages. 
90 cents: cloth, $1.25. 


Exeter Hall, “ One of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 


The Outeast. A deep, finely written 


Radicai story.. From the London edition. By 
‘Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 


. 80 cents. 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. € 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
- mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 
pect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
from sọ gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose briliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Fresthonght ranks.” Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other har 
always opposed it. 

Price. six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wishthatthe friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these teling pictures. 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 


By Gro. M. Davenrort. This is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 32 well-filled pages. costing only 
& a quarter,” but as full of meat as an egg. It is 
well called “practical,” for we find nothing uv- 
practical init. Hens, ducks, geese, and turkeys 
are particularly discussed and their economica 
breeding and keeping treatedof. There arc many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition to 
the poultry literature of the day. 

TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


POULTRY. 


Truth Seeker Brothers and Sisters, if you want 
good, honest. thoroughbred poultry, please let me 
hav your order. I hav of the finest stock in the 
country, and will charge you only $1.50 per setting 
of Plymouth Rock, Pekin Duct, or Brown Leg- 
horn’s eggs for hatching; and $1.00 for each addi- 
tional setting, same order. Also fine Plymouth 
Rocks for sale cheap. Plesie write desires. 

Address, 8. W. LIGHTY, Mulberry, York Co., 
Pennsylvania. 441 . 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industria! Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 P.». for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Ear 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wu. Henny 
Burg. Price, 2cents. For sale at this office. 


z m 
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*SHOPPEL'S MODERN HOUSES” No. 2. 


(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. d 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for putting them together. . 

While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement; it ja more than & 
toy. Itis,1n fact, a most practical lesson in Arck- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one gf our 
most popular designs, so exact that itis useful to 
builders, 

55 New Designs for Residences (cost varyinr from 
$500 to $15,000), 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1 New Design for a Chapel. 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 

(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 

An Article on Villa Park Associations. 

SENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE, fl. 
Address 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILLING PLAN ASSO'N, 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 


From the German of MAX NORDAU. - 


SEVENTH EDITION. 
A most powerfully written book.—Phila. Record 
This Book is not a Book! Itis a Deed and 
those who oppose it will prove that they fear it.— 
Vienna News. Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


he Bile Analyzed. 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 
CONTENTS: 


The Old Testament.—The New Testament.—The 
Oreation.—The Deluge.—The Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles ct the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of tke Bible.—The Sabbath of 
tho Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 
Savior. . 

Crown octavo, 833 pp. Splendidly exeente *, 
by mail, post vrid, rico. $3.00. 


SACRED MYSTERIES 
AMONG THE 
Mayas and the Quiches 11,560 
Years Ago. 


ORIGIN OF THE BIBLICAL MYTH 
By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. 


Illustrated. Price, $2.50. 
For Sale at this officc. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
Lhe Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


HE TRUTH SEEKER 
ASH E Clinton Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


HERE AND THERE 
IN YUCATAN, 


Miscellanies by Atiozy D. Le Promexox, 
Author of “Yucatan: Its Ancient 
Palaces and Modern 
Cities.” 

Price, $1.25. 

Address Tug Truru SREKER, 28 Lafayette Place 


Ser} 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


OR, 
The Forgery of the 01d Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


l BY 
H. J. SEIGNEURET, 
Secularist. 


Price, ~ 10 cente. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
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Hews of the Week. 


THIRTY-SEVEN men, out ofa possible ten 
thousand, were arrested last Sunday for vio- 
lating the excise law. 


WirniaM Cook, one of the seven men who 
organized the Knights of Labor, died in Phil- 
adelphia, Sunday, of: 
heart failure, aged sixty- 


THE ORD 


i 


EROF CREATION. 


A Discussion Between 
Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, 
Linton, Revilie, 
On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
OONTENTSB: 5 
I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. ByHon. 
. E. Gladstone. 
II. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 
preters of Nature. By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 


III. Postscript to Solar Myths. By Prof. Max 
Muller. 


five years. 


Last Sunpay’s papers 
reported that Henry 
Ward Beecher was dy- 
ing. He had been strick- 
en With apoplexy, and 
his left side was para- 
lyzed. His family and 
friends had given up all 
hope of his recovery. 
Mr. Beecher lived 
through Sunday and Mon- 
day, though in an uncon- 
scious condition. Up to 
the hour of closing this 
page, news of his death 


has not reached this 
office. 
WasurmGTON Irvine 


Bisuop, the alleged mind- 
reader,is in New York 
exhibiting w onderful 
tricks in psychology. 
Mr. Montague, of Bos- 
ton, is here doing the 
same tricks, which he at- 
tributes to muscle-read- 


" 


ing. 


Orb Mr. Goodman, 76 
years of age, a highly- 
esteemed citizen of 
Huntsville, Mo., got 
angry at his wife last 

Sunday, and struck her 
on the head with a boot and xilled her. When | 
he saw that she was dead, he opened an ar- 
tery in his arm, and then hanged himself. 


Emperor WILLIAM, of Germany, is 90 years 
old on the 22d inst. ; 


Tue burning of a steamer on the Tombig- 
bee. river, in Alabama, caused the loss of 
about twenty lives. i 


Taz elections in New South Wales bay re- 
sulted in the return to the Legislativ Assem- 
bly of 83 free traders and 41 protectionists. 


Faruzr MoGrywN has been invited to be | 
the orator of St. Patrick's day. The pope has; 
sent his benediction to the recalcitrant pastor. 


Tue resolution to submit to the people a 
constitutional amendment, providing for wo- 
man suffrage, has been concurred in by the 
House by a vote of 52 to 7. 


CARRE FEATHERSTÓNE, a hallelujah Salva-: 
tion Army lass, was arrested in Brooklyn the: 
other day. She stole $500 worth of jewelry 
from a person who had befriended her. 


' 


Farner O'Nxr,, a Roman Catholic priest of 
‘Brooklyn, was arrested in this city the other 
day for beisg drunk and disorderly. He 
was literally picked out of the gutter, having 
got into a fight and been thrown down. 


Traps dollars are to be redeemed by act of 
Congress. As these dollars are almost entire- ` 
ly out of circulation, the redemption will 
help no one but the speculators who bought | 
them at a discount. The bill to redeem them . 
is regarded as a corrupt job. 


BnavNsonwxie and Schenck, the two wild- 
mouthed Anarchists who were imprisoned 
with Herr Most for violent speech-making, 
were let out last week, and six hundred of 
their friends gave them a reception. The 
speeches made at the meeting were about the 
same as those for which the men were ar- 
rested. 

Durme the illness of Mayor Hewitt, which 
has included all the time since his election, | 
Henry R. Beekman, president of the board of 
aldermen, has been acting mayor. This 
official has made things very lively for dive: 
keepers, illegal traffickers in liquor, and other , 
-evil-doers. Itis not generally believed that 
Mayor Hewitt will be able to do any better. ' 


In the United States there are 2,269 brew- 
eries, which produce annually 460,832,400 
gallons, or over seven gallons per head. In 
Germany there are 23,940 breweries, which 
produce annually 900,000,000 gallons, or over 
twenty gallons per her head. In Great 
Britain there are 26,214 breweries, which 
produce annually 1,050,000,000 gallons, or 
over thirty per head. 


| 


t 
anti dnte, 


v 


IV. Proem to Genesis: A Pleg for a Fair Trial. 
By Hon, W. E. Gladstone. 
V. Dawn of Creation. An Answer to Mr. Glad- 
stone. By Albert Reville, D. D. ` 
YI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. By Prof. T. H. 


Huxley. 
j VIL A Protest anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
ton 


Thisisa new book and contains the latest discus- 
sion on-the mistakes of Moses. The names of the 
participants are a guarantee of its able character. 


l Price, paper, 58 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York 


Gems of Thought. - | 


Waar influence was it that brought freedom to 
the manacled slave toiling in the swamps of 
Georgia or the burning sun of Louisiana? Was it 
the Protestant church? Was it the Methodists, or ' 
the Presbyteriaus, or the Episcopalians, or the 
Baptists? Was it any orall of these? No. It was 
the men who ridiculed the infallibility of the 
pope, and laughed a t the immaculate conception 
It was the Parkers and Pilsburys, the Garrisons 


ABRAHAM EMIGRATES.—Gen. xii, 5. 


Odds and Gnds. 


Tur German workman, when washing his hands 
before eating his lunch of sausage, is preparing 
for the wurst. 


Waen two Americans meet the first thing they 
do is to ** smile." This is more evidence that our 
national characteristic is humor. 


Naonmr was 580 years old when she got married, 
but “she got there just the same.” Girls, paste 
this in your sky-scraping hats. 


Five nativs of one of the South Pacific Islands 
were hanged for killing a missionary. They ap- 
Pear to be very strict in enforcing the game laws 
in that section. 


Tue Pittsburgh Despatch says that the “tramp 
toils not, neither doth he spin.” Don’t you believe 
it. No yarn in the world equals that which is 
spun by the tramp. 


“Dip Charley come to see you Sunday night, 
Ella?" asked Clara. “Why, no; it rained too 
hard. Did Fred come to see you?" ‘ Certainly. 
He always comes—rain or shine.” ‘He must bea 
rain beau, then.” 


A Boston man on the fated Montreal traiu ran 
into a saloon at Concord to take a drink and re. 
turned to the station justin time to see the rear 
end of the train as it passed out of the railroad 
yard. A few hours later his car plunged into the 
White River. And did that man go down on his 
knees and swear never to touch another drop? 
Not so. He took another drink and went back to 
Boston rejoicing. 


A Case or ReaL Disrress.—Bill Snort, of the 
Crosby County Clarion and Farmer's Vindicator, 
was in Austin yesterday, and a friend happened 
to remark that he ought to go and hear a promi- 
nent Austin clergyman. ‘Is he very eloquent?” 
asked Bill. '*Yes,and he flings his arms about 
very liberally.” **Fiings his alms about very 
liberally, does he? Then you bet I’m going. 
There is no journalist in Texas who needs alms as 
much as I do.” 


Omana WoRLD MAN: You are “ Bloody Jim, the 
Western Terror,' eh? Why, you and I went to 
school together, and you were the biggest coward 
in the whole town. 

Buoopy Jim: Iam yet. 

*I suppose, though, you hav become a dead 
shot.” 

“No, I've got an old pistcl, but I never load it. 
I'm afraid it might go off." 

** Yet you make your living robbing stages ?” 

tt Yos.” 

* How do you manage?” 

“I tell them to halt, fork over, and they fork.'— 
Omaha World. j 


A GENTLEMAN owns a fine tract of cedar land not 
far from Austin, Texas, and a few days ago he 
was told that some negroes were cutting down the 
timber, so he rode out to see about it. To his as, 
tonishment he found a wealthy white neighbor, 
with a team and wagon, hauling off the timber. 
“ Why, Iam astonished, colonel,” said the owner 
of the land. ‘‘I heard that a lot-of negroes were 
stealing my timber, and here I find you, a white 
man, cutting my timber. You ought to be 
ashamed of yourself." ** Well, to tel you the 


truth,” responded the other party, “I hate to steal ; 


timber like a darky, but these cedar trees make 


, 8uch good fence rails that I concluded to drop all 


pride of race.” 


I. 
Writer something none can understand; 
And all who read will say ‘is grand !» 
And upward turn their eyes and sigh, 
And murmur: “ This is poetry !” 


II. 
Write something that has no pretense 
To anything but common sense, 
A stanza brilliant, pungent, terse— 
That, dear Sophronia, is verse ! 
SHE KNEW HIM. 

She sat beside me at the play 

In all her girlish loveliness, 
While in the box across the way 

A dowager in gorgeous dress 


Sat, while the diamonds glittered bright, 
On wrinkled neck and shoulders bare; 
* Ah, were those gems my own,” I cried, 
“Td find for them a place more fair.” 


** Sweetheart," I whispered, ** need I tell 
Where I would hav those gems repose ?" 
She faltered not (she knew me well), 
* Why, with your uucle, I suppose |” 


THE BOODLER AT MONTREAL. 
Drink, drink, drink, 
That the time may pass away; 
Slink, slink, slink 
Away from the light of day. 
There’s a chap I knew in the states 
Standing across the way. 
I was honest then, old man— 
I hope he’s not going to stay ! 


Why, all New York seems here, 
And all of the crowd are gay— 
St. James street? Yes, I know, 

' But it might be old Broadway. 
I'v just been out for a walk, 
And it had a bad effect, 
For I met such a lot I knew, 
And they gave me the cut direct! 


Think, think, think, 

How heavily time does hang ! 

Sometimes, do you know, I wish 

Id taken my chance with the gang! 

Better the prison bars 

And the convict suit of gray 

Than the look of scorn that night and morn 
Is eating my heart away ! 


-"SQUARE; 


OR, 


WR XX 
XXX X 


The Church of Practical Religion. 


BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 


Ba, thi tor, havi tablished . 
Uncle Job Sawyer, thè pastor: haying establiahe :and moral apathr, wrapping human sensibility 


his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 


kost of abolitionists—here- 
tics every one. They read 
the first line of our grand 
charter of hberty, and then 
set free three millions of 
human beings.—D. M. Ben- 
nett, 

Homes saw that the story 
of Ulysses would not be 
probable if he represented 
so great a man as caught 
by mere songs; 80 they 
promis him knowledge, 
which it was not strange 
that a man desirous of wise 
dom should consider dearer 

` than his country. And, in- 
deed, to wish to know every 
thing of every kind, is nat- 
ural to the curious; but to 
be attracted by the contem- 
plation of greater objects, 
to entertain a general de- 
sire for knowledge, ough 
. to be considered a proof of 
a great man,— Cicero's Chief 
“Gold and Evil. 


J and Phillipses aided by a 


Even now, the great mass 
of the clergy are accus“ 
tomed to refer to the fable 
of the Flood as though it 
were an actual event, while 
the more advanced theo- 
logians maintain that the 
Flood was confined to Asia 
Minor, and the animals car- 
ried into the ark were sim- 
ply a few domestic animals, 
claiming that the Bible can 
be interpreted so as to har- 

. monize with this view. They 
are shameless enough to 
get & new lease of life for 
their system by such a 
statement as this, when the 

language of the Bible is so clear, so unmistaka- 
ble, so unequivocal, that no honest man can read 
the story of the Flood, and doubt that the author 
meant a deluge extending over the whole earth, 
and destroying all animals not saved in the ark, 
—Underwood's Lectures and Essays. 


“Tax only laws that we know," said Richard 
Fullerton, *are those which we are slowly finding 
out for ourselvs in the positiv sciences and that 
educated, and still to be educated, sense of justice, 
equity, and respect for humanity, which we em- 
body in codes, aud call con^retely conscience. It 
is childish to talk of a devil who tempts us to do 
evil—humiliating to common sense and manhood 
to fear eternal punishment if we hav done evil— 
and what grosser superstition has the world ever 
seen than the Christian doctrin of God incarnate 
in man that we might all hav a better chance of 
heaven?—a better chance, mind you; not a cer- 
tainty—and tne whole universe disturbed that we 
might be less unfairly handicapped."—Mrs, Lin- 
ton’s Under Which Lord. 


How dull it is to pause, to make an end, 

To rest unburnished, not to shine in use | 

As though to breathe were life. Life piled on life 
Were all too little and of one to me. 


Little remains: but every hour is saved 

From that eternal silence, something more, 

A bringer of new things. and vile it were 

For some tbree suns to store and hoard myself. 

And this gray spirit yearning in desire 

To follow kuowledge, like a sinking star, 

Beyond the utmost bound of human thought. 
—Tennyson’s Ulysses, 


O., FonurUNE! thou that givest unto each his 
portion in this dirty planet, bestow (if it shall 
please thee) coronets and crowns and principali- 
ties and purses and pudding and powers upon the 
great and noble and ‘fat ones of the earth. Grant 
me that, w tha heart of independence, unyielding 
to tby favors and unbending to thy frowns, I may 
attain to literary fame; and though starvation be 
my lot, I will smile that I hav not been born a 
king. (From a letter of date August, 1814, to be 
found in the third chapter of Life of Thomas Car- 
1yle by James Anthony Froude.) 


ATHrIsM claims the right to think and the right 
to speak the thought, without any penalty being 
imposed upon the thinker. It denies that there is 
any subject so sacred that itshould not be investi- 
gated; any assertion so authoritativ that it may 
not be tested. While Christianity proclaims that 
hell is the preordained punishment for unbelief in 
doctrins incapable of verification by experience, 
Atheism asserts that unbelief is a duty where evi- 
dence is insufficient. and that faith in dogmas re- 
lating to tbe unknown is foolish credulity.—Mrs, 
Besant's Gospet of Atheism. 


Ir may be questioned whether a single man, or 
even a single priest, preacher or churchman, ever 
fully ** realized ” the import of the doctrin that is 
spoken of as “ everlasting punishment in hell.” 
We know the names of single men whom the far- 
off contemplation of it drove to the madhouse. 
Nothing but dense ignorance, credulity, mental 


about as with the hide of a rhinoceros, enabled 


chosen lan- i them to bear the suggestion of it, and still go on 


their way believing, hoping. and rejoicing. In 
proportion as men become intelligent, conscien- 


hold his attentiv while the truth is being brought ' ous, and sensitiv, they throw the incubus off, 


to his mind. p 
For sale at this office. Price, $1.50, 


j though with it they cast over creed, church, 
: scripture, and all the associations of religion. For 


reason is more than all.—Frothingham. 
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“A COLD DAY FOR SATAN. 
Final result of the New Salvation Scheme. 


Hotes and Clippings. 


Tnx bill to allow women to vote in town 
and city elections was defeated in the New 
York legislature. 


Tur venerable Gladstone has informed his 
party that he will lead the opposition to the 
Trish Coercion bill in Parliament. 


Bors branches of the Maine legislature hav 
failed to giv the necessary two-thirds vote on 
the passage of the amendment to the consti- 
tution providing for female suffrage. 


. Irappears that the Rev. Mr. Mallory, who 
publishes a religious paper called the Church- 
man, at 47 Lafayette Place, speculated in oil 
and lost $30,000. He has now arrested his 
broker for forgery and fraud. - 


Tue London Times reports that Captain 
Condor, of the Palestine Exploration Expe- 
dition, after four years’ labor has succeeded 
in deciphering the Hittite inscriptions which 
orientalists hav been unable hitherto to 
read. 


JAMES Carsoart, a Salvation Army cap- 
tain, paraded the streets of Grand Rapids, 
Mich., after he had been ordered to desist. 
The authorities locked him up, and now he 
gues the mayor of the city for $10,000 dam- 
ages. 


AT a recent meeting in Baltimore of the 
Freedman’s Aid Society, an organization for 
the education of Methodist ministers among 
the negroes of the South, Secretary T. C. 
Hartzell said that he had seen some old col- 
ored preachers hold the Bible upside down, 
and all they could do was to shout and pound 


the Bible; but he’d rather hear a man like 
that preach than a namby-pamby, pink-paper 
young man read a milk-and-water essay. 
The brethren shouted, ** Amen." 


Tux Living Church holds that ‘‘ we hav no 
right to sit down and speculate about a future 
probation, and while calculating the prob- 
abilities of God's mercy, become unmerciful 
ourselvs." Yet this is what Christians hav 
always done and are doing now. 


In a paper entitled “The Handwriting of 
the Insane,” recently read in Philadelphia, 
Mrs. Henry Hazlehurst said that the giving 
way of the mind in an educated person was 
often shown in bad spelling, blotting, fre- 
quent erasures, the absurd use of parentheses, 
jtalicization, and underscoring in excess. 


Tuts may not be a true story, but it is in- 
teresting if true: A Chicago minister, preach- 
ing on “The Immortality of the Soul,” 
stepped to the front of the platform, and, 
leveling a finger at the congregation, said, 
** You may lose your wives and get others; 
you may lose your husbands and get others ; 
you may lose your horses and carriages and 
get others, but when you lose your souls it’s 
Good-bye, John.” 


CHAPLAIN ALLISON of the Minnesota legis- 
lature in his prayer the other morning showed 
how intimate be was with the supreme being 
by the following familiar conversation: ‘‘ And 
now, dear Lord, bless the reporters, whose 
nimble pens catch our every word almost be- 
fore it is uttered. Like thyself, they are om- 
nipresent, and almost omnipotent. If we 
take the wings of the morning and fly to the 
uttermost parts of the earth, they are there. 
They meet us in the jungles of Africa, they 


waylay us in the solitary canons of Colorado, 
and when at length we find the latitude of 
the magnetic pole, behold, they are there. 
May their light and goodness be equal to 
their power, and in the general assembly of 
heaven, let no reporter be excluded.” 


Tue Rev. Alexander E. Duncan, à graduate 
of McGill University of Canada, who is taking 
a year’s course of study at the Yale Theolog- 
ical Seminary, has made a formal complaint 
against Prof. John E. Russell, Winkley pro- 
fessor of Biblical theology, alleging that his 
teachings are heretical, in that he denies the 
divinity of Christ. 


Tue New York Sun says: ‘ Edward 
Kuehl, of Omaha, whose body was cremated 
in Buffalo, had tried many religions without 
success. He was born a Jew, and married in 
that faith in St. Louis; then he went to Utah 
and became a Mormon, and married two 
wives. His- first wife got a divorce; and 
pretty soon he got one from the other two, 
and joined a Protestant church in Omaha. 
This didn’t suit him, and he became a Spirit- 
ualist; and after trying this he concluded to 
believe nothing at all, and so died.” 


A STATEMENT of the footings of the appro- 
priation bills passed at the last session of Con- 
gress has been completed by the clerks of the 
Committees on Appropriations. [tis as fol- 
lows: Agricultural, $1,028,730; Army, $23, 
724,718.69 ; Diplomatic and Consular, $1,429,- 
942.14; District of Columbia, $4,265,890. 66 ; 
Indian, $5,226,897.66; Legislativ, $20,701,- 
221.67; Military Academy, $419,936.93 ; 
Navy, $25, 753,165.44; Pensions, $76,252,500; 
Post-office, $55,694,650.15; Sundry Civil, 


$22, 382,490.96; Mexican Pension Deficiency, 
$6,900,000; Public Printing Deficiency, $107,- 
000; miscellaneous appropriations (estimat- 
ed), $3,500,000. Total of appropriations, 
$247, 387,144.30. 


Tus Christian Leader says: ''Intrinsically 
and essentially, orthodoxy is infernal—yes, 
that’s the word, it is infernal. Millions of 
sincere and gentle souls profess it, but they 
know not what manner of spirit they are of 
No heathen dogma begins to rival in enor- 
mity this which our infatuated evangelical 
brethren are so zealous to retain.” 


Tnx forthcoming annual report of the New 
York superintendent of school buildings, will 
show that there are in this city 184 school- 
houses, valued at $8,453,500, and occupying 
an area of over 28 acres, with about 12 acres 
of flagged yards and sidewalks. They hava 
street frontage of over 2 miles. The areas of 
the floors and roofs, together with the cellars, 
exceed 99 acres. 


Tare Rev. Dr. Holland, in a sermon in 
St. Louis, said: '* Civilization has cushioned 
us with conveniences and made us soft. We 
are the children of luxury, and we must hav 
a luxurious creed, a church that assigns us no 
heavy tasks, a style of preaching that invites 
us to lounge in our pews asin barbers’ chairs, 
where sins are neatly trimmed like side 
whiskers, and then sprayed with cologne 
water of amiable sentiment. So religion is 
used to sanctify a dudism of spirit more con- 
temptible than any of the sins it fears to look 
in the face and smite—a boudoir piety with- 
out moral indignation, without courage, 
afraid of suffering, ready to faint at the first 
touch of a real cross.” 
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— Communications. 


Miracles and Miracle Workers. 


What is a miracle? It is no miracle to cure the 
sick, the blind, the deaf, the lame. These are things 
'of a common occurrence. If a man ever ascended 
from the earth bodily, as Elisha and Christ are said 
to have done, there can be no doubt about the mir- 
aculous character of such an event. Turning all the 
waters of a great country like Egypt into blood, and 
stopping the planets in their courses, were real mir- 
acles, if any such events ever took place. If a person 
has ever been brought to life after life had become 
extinct, it is safe to say a miracle has been performed. 
I am afraid that very few people duly consider the 
consequences involved in a miracle, or the dire un- 
` certainty of everything earthly if a miracle has ever 
been wrought. 

If a single exception to the laws of nature could 
‘be established, what assurance could anyone have 
that any and every. law might not at any time be 
violated? Instead of certainty and stability, he 
would find nothing on which he could depend. 

In regard to the miracles of the New Testament, 
_there is a little legerdemain which should be noticed, 
and which many, on account of early education, may 
fail to see. 

It is common to state that the wonderful:perform- 
ance was witnessed by “many,” or by the “ mutti- 
tude.” 
“many” or the “multitude” who are represented as 
witnessing the miraculous performance do not bear 

" testimony. . 

If one should state that he saw a horse ascend out 
of sight, it would not give strength to the state- 
ment to say that a thousand men witnessed the phe- 
nomena, £0 long as the thousand do not corroborate 
the statement by the weight of their testimony. 
But there is another drawback in regard to the New 
Testament miracles. 

The “ many” or “the multitude” are not only as 
dumb as rocks, but nobody knows within a hundred 
years when these miraculous stories were first told, 
and, worse than all, nobody knows who first told 
them. 

Latter-day Christians do not talk much about mir- 
acles, except those recorded in the Bible. Indeed, 
there are many who believe that those are the only 
ones ever wrought. But it is well known that in the 
early days of Christianity nearly all the church dig- 
nitaries could work miracles. 

man who could not cast out demons was 
thought to lack the spirit of Christ. Irenæus says 
that "all who are truly disciples of him, receiving 
his grace, wrought miracles in his name. They cast 
out devils, healed the siek, raised the dead," etc. He 
declared that “in the church are many endued with 
prophetic gifts—speaking with all kinds of tongues, 
laying open the secrets of men,” etc. 

Tertullian challenges the heathen magistrates to 
summon before their tribunals any person with dev- 
ils, and says that “ the evil spirits can be exorcised 
by any Christian whatsoever.” This shows that 
devils were more plentiful in those days than they 
are now, and that Christians were well up in their 
devilish business. 

But a very significant question arises right here. 
` When the early Christians were given full power over 
the devil, how does it happen that he is still around 
` to “loop” us into trouble now? Why did they not 
demand an “ unconditional surrender?” 

As we learn more of Christianity in an early day, 
we shall know more about miracles and wonders and 
wonderful men and women than is written down in 
the Christian’s. philosophy. Veronica, who was 
healed by touching the hem of Christ’s garment, had 
` a statue erected to Christ, and near the statue grew 
a certain unknown herb, “which was a certain rem- 
edy for all known distempers.” This is attested by 
Eusebius. A single seed from that most wonderful 
herb might render nugatory every doctor’s diploma 
in the land. 

This woman followed Christ to the crucifixion and 
put her handkerchief to his face, on which Christ 
impressed his picture, showing that in addition to his 
other accomplishments he was a grand photographer. 
Why could he not have given us a picture of Joseph 
and Mary and Pilate, and the dead men who came 
out of their graves, and the two thieves on the cross? 
To-day one could scarcely fail to make a fortune out 
of such an art gallery. 

The Christian does not stop to consider that if a 
thing is possible, it is no miracle. The miraculous is 
always theimpossible Neither Jesus Christ nor any 
of his apostles could do an impossible thing more 
than anybody else, even with God’s help. 

In an early gospel, entitled, “The Acts of Peter 
and Andrew,” there is recorded one of the most 
remarkable miracles ever written down in any book. 

It is related as follows: “After the needle had 
been brought, and all the multitude of the city were 
standing by to see, Peter looked up and saw a camel 
coming, and he ordered her to be brought. Then he 
fixed the needle in the ground and said with a loud 


But it should be borne in mind that the 


voice [of course it must be loud if Jesus Christ heard 
him]: ‘In the name of Jesus Christ who was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate, I order thee, O camel, to go 
through the eye of the needle) Then the eye of the 
needle was opened like a gate, and the camel went 
through the eye of the needle, and all the multitude 
saw it. But there were some who did not believe. 
- So another needle and another camel were sent for 
[the first needle could not be used because the eye 
could not be got back to its former size], and the 
camel went through twice, with a woman sitting 
uponit.”. i 

. There is no sane ‘person who believes that any such 
transaction ever occurred: But if the gospel con- 
taining this Munchausenism had been incorporated 
into the New Testament by vote of the councils, it 
would have been believed by all good Christians. The 
gospel containing this story was received and consid- 
ered sound by all the early churches. , 

Can any Christian satisfy himself why he disbe- 
lieves the story as stated above, and yet believes that 
the planets were stopped in their course and that a 
man went up from the church contrary to the law of 
gravitation, and that children could be thrown into & 
red-hot furnace without being burnt, and & man 
could be brought to life after decomposition had 
commenced? But with the assistance of the great 
Spontagligastieus, who is clothed with power to ren- 
der the impossible the possible, there is nothing but 
what the Christian can be taught to believe, however 
absurd or abominable it may be. 

The camel trick was seen by the “ multitude,” and 
those who rose out of their graves were seen by the 
“many.” There is the same dodge in both state- 
ments. Even if we had the testimony of the “multi- 
tude” and the “many,” the laws of nature were the 
same then that they are to-day, and neither the 
“multitude” nor the “many” could make an impossi- 
bility possible. The -‘multitude” or the “many” 
might lie, or they might be deceived, or they might 
wish to deceive others, while the laws of nature are 
always constant and truthful, and render the idea of 
miracles entirely ridiculous. 

If all the Christians in the world should tell me 
that they saw a troop of dead men arise out of their 
graves, I would not believe them. And it was just as 
much impossible for a camel to pass through the eye 
of a needle eighteen hundred years ago as it is to-day. 
True, the gospel containing the camel story was re- 
jected, the one containing the account of the pedes- 
trians from the graveyard was accepted, but this cir- 
cumstance could not turn a big lie to the truth. 

The Christian often attempts to show the incon- 
sistency..of the Infidel, because he believes historical 
statements, and at the same time rejects statements 
in the New Testament. But, as usual, the Christian 
falls into the pit which he has digged for another. 
The Infidel shows his consistency by making a dis- 
tinction (and the greatest distinction, too, in the 
world) between the possible and the impossible. 

Another great miracle is recorded of John in one of 
the rejected gospels. It is to. the effect that while he 
was in Rome he was thrown into boiling oil, and it 
had no effect upon him. Now, the Infidel may 
believe that there is such an edifice as St. Peter's at 
Rome, although he has never. seen it, because he 
knows that it is possible to erect such a building. 
But he knows that it is impossible for a man to be 
boiled in oil, and come out in good, serviceable con- 
dition. Can the Christian see the difference ? 

All of these gospels, whether accepted or rejected, 
were written in the interest of the church, and the 
object of all of these miraculous stories was the same, 
viz., to make them appear so very wonderful to the 
vulgar masses as to make them believe that they were 
more and beyond what could be produced by mortals, 
therefore written or dictated by the great Sponta- 
gligasticus, and of divine origin. This made it possi- 
ble for a class of ecclesiastics to stand midway be- 
tween the people and God, and to act the part of 
middle-men transacting business between two worlds. 

The miraculous birth of Christ, his resurrection 
and ascension, and the miracles which it is said that 
he wrought, are all outside of and beyond the nat- 
ural, and cannot therefore be true. 

Clement, who wrote about the year 97, in his long 
epistle to the Corinthians says not one word about 
the immaculate conception of Jesus Christ, or of his 
miracles, or of his material resurrection. If these 
things had been believed in at the time that Clement 
wrote, would he not have spoken of them ? 

The truth is, the miraculous part of Christ’s char- 
acter was attached to him further on, when a hier- 
archy was to be built up, where ghosts, and demons, 
and a resurrected savior could be made to play a 
needed part. 

It is a matter of great wonder why the Christian 
lays so much stress on the miracles of the New Tes- 
tament. The miracles of the Koran are more nu- 
merous and even greater, and are equally well attested. 

The miracles of Chrishna are similar to those of 
Christ, and more than a thousand years older, and, 
no doubt, were the source from which many features 
of the New Testament were borrowed. Buddha was 
also a great miracle-worker, and, whether certain 
writers are mistaken or not in regard to the Buddh- 


istic features of the. New Testament, one thing is 
certain, that the masses of the East believed that all 
great men could work miracles. Christ was no ex- 
ception. Perhaps the easiest way to make the Chris- 
tian see the folly of the whole miracle hallucination 
would be to introduce to him one of the greatest 
miracle-workers in the world. Waite says that “he 
was one of the most remarkable characters in his- 
tory.” I refer to Apollonius. He lived in the time 
of Christ, and performed greater wonders than Christ 
ever dreamed of, 

.The most astonishing miracles ‘occurred at “his 
birth. He was guided hy angels, and was an inter- 
preter of dreams and visions. He could converse 
with animals, and had the power of moving through 
the air, and kings and princes did him honor. Ata 
feast, bread, fruits, wine, and every delicacy were 
brought without hands. This was certainly a greater 
miracle than turning water into wine. In an instant 
he went from Smyrna to Ephesus, and stayed the 
plague which was raging there. 

At Athens he east a demon out of a youth, and 
eommanded the demon to give a visible sign, where- 
upon & statue. began to shake and totter, and finally 
it fell to the ground. At a wedding he caused every- 
thing to vanish into the air, including gold and silver 


. vessels, cup-bearers, and cooks. 


Philostratus says this happened in the center of 
Greece, and that “many” were acquainted with the 
facts. 

You see, my Christian friend, here is the evidence 
of the “ many,” so that the statement stands on just 
as good a foundation as your New Testament mir- 
acles. 

. At Rome he was accused of treason. The accuser 
came forward with a roll of parchment in his hand 
upon which the accusation was written. When it 
was unrolled it was a blank—-neither sentence, nor 
word, nor character was there. 

Apollonius met a funeral procession, and said, “Set 
down the bier." He touched the young woman and 
she overcame death which was upon her. 

. At Alexandria he pronounced a convicted man 
innocent whom he had never seen or heard of before. 
A further examination of the case showed that he 
was correct. Trees under which he passed saluted 
him in articulate words. When he was a hundred 
years old he was thrown into prison at Rome. One 
of the prisoners asked him when he would gain his 
liberty. “To-morrow,” said he, “if it depends upon 
the judge; this moment, if it depends upon myself.” 
To show that he could not be-confined longer than 
he willed, he drew himself out of his irons and then 
put them back again.. When summoned before the 
tribunal Domitian was so struck with the answers of 
Apollonius that he said, *I acquit you of the crime 
with which you are charged, but you must remain 
until I can converse with you.” Apollonius replied, 
“You can detain my body, but not my soul,” and 
vanished from the tribunal. When asked why he 
was called a god— On account of being good,” re- 
plied he. 

On the same day he appeared to two friends, 
Damis and Demetrius, who were three days’ journey 
apart. Demetrius could not believe that Apollonius 
was in the flesh. He stretched forth his hand and 
commanded Demetrius to feel of it and know that “I 
am in the flesh.” At Ephesus, while talking to a vast 
concourse of people, he suddenly cast his eyes on the 
ground and cried, “Strike the tyrant, strike!” After 
a moment’s pause he cried out, “Keep up your spirits, 
O Ephesians, for this day the tyrant is killed! At 
this very moment, I swear by Minerva, the deed is 
done" At that moment Domitian was being assas- 
sinated at Rome by Stephanus. The truth of this 
statement rests upon Dion Cassius and Philostratus. 

He entered a temple at Crite, was taken for a rob- 
ber and bound. At midnight he freed himself from 
his chains, and called the priests of the temple to let 
them know that he did nothing in secret. The. gates 
of the temple opened for him and shut after him, and 
the temple resounded with the songs of many virgins. 
The burden of their song was, “Come to heaven, 
leave the earth, come, come.” 

He appeared to a man after death to let him know 
that the soul is immortal. For many centuries after 
his death, if he did die (for some writers deny his 
death), Apollonius was worshiped as a god. Temples 
were erected to his honor, and for hundreds of years 
pilgrimages were made to his birthplace as Moham- 
medans make pilgrimages to Mecca. Roman em- 
perors treated his memory with all the honor due to . 
the memory of an emperor. Joan Pxox. 

[ro BE CONTINUED. ] 


Talmage’s Tall Story Discounted Twelve Thousand Per 
ent. 

In Carnac, France, are Druidical remains, twelve thou- 
sand stone pillars, ranged in avenues (many others having 
been removed by peasants), supposed to be burial monu- 
ments on an ancient battlefield. The belief of the Christian 
nativs is: ''St. Cornelius, being (in the days when a bitter 
persecution was raging against the Christians) hard pressed 
by an army of pagans, fled to the sea-shore, but finding no 
boat to further his escape, he uttered a prayer, which sud- 
denly transformed his ruthless pursuers into stone.” I hav 
this account from the Leisure Hours, a London Christian 
magazine. The Brooklyn man can't tell a story worth a 
cent. f J. P. Guirp. 
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Mormon and Gentile Boycotts. 
z From the Salt Lake Tribune. 
In 1863 the soldiers of General Connor, stationed 
at Fort Douglas, scattered out through the territory, 
and at various points discovered and located gold 
and silver mines. The next session of the Mormon 
legislature promptly passed a bill taxing the gross 
proceeds of the mines twenty per cent. It was 
vetoed, of course, by Acting-Governor Fuller. In 
1866, Daniel H. Wells, as lieutenant-general of the 
Nauvoo Legion, issued a secret order, detailing men 
from the legion to repair to the avenues of approach 
to this territory for the purpose of turning back in- 
coming prospectors for mines. In 1868, when the 
Union Pacific Railroad was rapidly approaching this 
valley, steps were taken by the Mormon leaders to 
get all mercantil business into their own hands. 
Six hundred ‘small shop-keepers were broken up in 
business, and the so-called codperativ stores were 
organized. That was done not only to destroy the 
` business and drive out the non-Mormon merchants, 
but to leave no field for expected newcomers to 


occupy. 

In 1869 they cast out of their church, and as far 
as they could, ruined them afterward, a score of their 
best men because they claimed the right to advocate 
. the opening of the mines of Utah. Up to this time the 
^ Mormon people had escaped beggary, if not starvation, 

only because of the disbursement of money by 
the Overland stage line and by the United States 
government in the purchasing of supplies for its 
-posts ; also, by supplying the territories of Idaho 
and Montana in their early days with flour at a dol- 
lar a pound, and the fag-ends of old stocks of goods 
and groceries at similar rates. Out of the govern- 
ment money which built the railroad, they secured 
millions. , 
With the railroad came a new instalment of 
miners. Mining and smelting became an estab- 
lished and productiv business, supporting, in the 
main, the railroads, and inducing their extension in 
various directions. for more than fifteen years the 
mining and smelting and business interests incidental 
to mining and smelting hav disbursed in Utah from 
thrée to five million dollars a year. During these 
years almost every session of the Mormon legislature 
has endeavored to bite the hand that thus fed the 
Mormon people. Measures -hav been introduced, 
perfected, and passed, designed to obstruct and erip- 
le mining and smelting, and only failed of success 
Tesia of the interposition of the gentile governor’s 
gbsolute veto. i 
. During all these years, and for more than fifteen 
years prior to these years, every obstacle that could 
be has been laid in the path of gentile establishment, 
progress, and suecess in Utah. All the tremendous 
power of the church over its membership has been 
brought to bear without 2 moment’s intermission to 
force Mormons to boycott gentiles. Every kind of 
pressure-—political, religious, business, social—has 
been brought to bear to force the Mormon people to 
boycott the gentiles. Spies, spotters, rounders, 
heelers, the city policemen, the church assassins, Mor- 
mon officers and courts of all grades and descriptions, 
ecclesiastical and secular, hav been employed re- 
morselessly to force the Mormon people to boycott 
gentiles. “These vipers that we hav nursed in our 
bosom,” says George Q. Cannon. This “all hell and 
the devil that is invading us,” says Daniel H. Wells. 
“ Cursed is the man,” says Joseph F. Smith, “and I 
curse him in the name of Israe!'s God, who sells a lot 
or a farm or a house to a gentile." The blasphemous 
ruffian! Gentiles hav been followed by church assas- 
sing and beaten and shot to death and their bodies 
chucked into spring-holes. They hav been called out 
of their beds in this city and shot to death by the 
police. They hav been shot and sewed up in sacks, 
and thrown into the river for simply attempting to 
avail themselvs of their rights under the land laws. 
In former times, a gentile had no more show in Utah 
. than “a eat in hell without claws,” as the saying goes. 
Spies hav been stationed at the doors of gentile busi- 
ness houses to spot for destruction those Mormons 
who, at the peril of their lives and the bread of their 
families, still dared to buy a yard of cloth or a pound 
of sugar of anon-Mormon. And when the gentiles 
hav been driven to the point of sacrificing their all at 
cost, with the intention of getting: out of this inhos- 
pitable hole, they hav been mockingly told that they 
could go as soon as they pleased, and the sooner the 
better, but that they couldn’t get a dollar for their 
property. That was to be indirectly confiscated. 
There is no language that can adequately depict the 
extent of the ostracism, the malignity, and devilish- 
ness of the contumely, the vileness of the denuncia- 
tion and abuse that hav been perpetually visited upon 
gentiles and Mormon apostates in Utah by the Mor- 
mon chureh for a third of a century. Of us and our 
morals, religion, and civilization they hav said: 
“Their civilization is the civilization of hell, Their 
religion is a failure. Their marriage is adultery. 
The teachers of their schools are prostitutes. ‘ Bet- 
ter send your children to hell than to gentile schools.’ 
Their clergy are hypocrits, teaching for pay an un- 
authorized, a dead and damned religion. 


mation. Their government is a despotism, its officers 


tyrants, bigots, persecutors, thieves, corruptionists ; 
their institutions are of the devil; the first democrat 


was Lucifer, whom the eternal threw over the battle- | I 


ments of heaven into the burning pit; their God is a 
polygamist, their savior a sort of Mormon apostle 
come before his time, leading a bevy of abandoned 


‘women about Judea; themselvs in general & band of 


conspirators, seeking nothing in the world but to rob, 
waste, and destroy the poor: Latter-Day Saints. 
Their government is to giv place to the Mormon gov- 
ernment, their men to be wasted by wars, pesti- 
lences, and famins, their women then to be led captiv 
to people the harems of the Mormons.” 

All this may sound strong, but every cbserving 
person who has lived in Utah ten years, Mormon or 
gentile, knows that it is but a feeble representation 
of the facts. It is not too much to say that the 
hatred of the Mormons for gentile comers in Utah 
was never equaled in strength and fierceness:by. that 
of any sect of which history givs account. And. it 
has found vivid expression and unrelenting effect in 
every utterance and act of the Mormon leaders 


| toward gentiles and their interests since gentiles first 


eame to Utah. It has been carried just as far as the 
Mormon leaders dared, in the early times, often to 
murder. To-day they carry it just as far as they 
possibly can and dare. What Mormon employs a 
gentile? or ever did? or would think of sucha thing? 
Seheme after scheme has been devised within the 
last five years to enforce a general boycott. Lists of 
the proscribed gentiles hav been made and published, 
over and over, in black letter; meetings hav been 
held, secret meetings; fanaticism and hate stirred 
up; pledges made—all that human and superhuman 
(superstitious) power could do, aided by the com- 
plex organization of the Mormon church, has been 
done, to destroy gentile trade and business. So 
that to-day it is probable that it does not lie within 
the power of the Mormon church to further injure in 
a business way the gentiles of Utah. On the con- 
trary, instead of their withdrawing Mormon trade 
from gentiles, the gentiles are gaining Mormon trade. 
They are more capable, and conduct business on busi- 
ness principles, instead of mixing it up with malig- 
nant passions and insane schemes to compass the 
impossible. l 

They hav put up with all this as best they could. 
Many gentile employers, perhaps all of them, hav 
given employment to Mormons as freely as to gen- 
tiles. They hav patronized Mormon stores and 
banks and manufacturers without a thought of retal- 
iation for or reciprocation of the treatment accorded 
to them. It has never entered their thoughts to boy- 
cott Mormons as Mormons hav boycotted them. 
They came to Utah free men, they hav maintained 
their freedorm—such is the extent of their crimes, 
such the sole cause they hav given for Mormon 
hatred, ostracism, and opposition. They hav steadily 
demanded that the Mormons submit to the just laws 
of this country, and giv over their idea of empire- 
founding looking to universal dominion. They do 
not, for themselvs, propose to be enslaved by or pay 
tribute to the Utah species of Mohammedanism. 
And they propose that the authority of the United 
States shall be respected in Utah as it is in the other 
parts of the Union. To that end they hav spared no 
effort, they will spare none. But to accomplish even 
this, dearer to them than life, they hav not, and they 
never will, stoop to Mormon methods. It is possi- 
ble, however, that they will cease to furnish the Mor- 
mon church with the main part of the funds with 
which that church carries on its miserable contention 
against them and all that they cherish as sacred and 
of value. 

About three months ago an organization called the 
Utah Loyal League was conceived by the gentiles, 
literally for purposes of self-defense. The preamble 
of its constitution reads as follows: 

Recognizing the necessity of organizing for self-defense 
that element in Utah whose existence is threatened by the 
pretensions and practices of the so-called Mormon church, it 
is proposed by the subscribers to form an association, open 
as to its general object and purpose, but secret as to its mem- 
bership and proceedings, to be known as the Utah Loyal 
League, comprising a central league at Salt Lake City, and 
branch leagues at all available places in the teritory or else- 
where. In pursuance of this purpose, the following consti- 
tution is hereby agreed to. . 

Article 1 merely prescribes the relations of the 
central and branch leagues to each other. Article 2 
contains the gist of the whole scheme. It reads as 
follows: vpn 

Signing the following form of enrollment and paying dues 
8s therein specified, shall be the only qualification of mem- 
berships of the Utah Loyal League. But canvassers for new 
members shall solicit none but such as are known to be in 
hearty sympathy with the end sought by the association, and 
no candidate shall be enrolled unless vouched for by some 
member of the League. 

FORM OF ENROLLMENT. 


The objects of the Utah Loyal League are to combine the 
loyal people of Utah, male and female, irrespectiv of politics, 
in opposition to the political rule and the law-defying prac- 
tices of the so-called Mormon church ; to oppose the admis- 
sion of Utah into the Union until she has the substance as 
well as the form of republican government; to raise money 


Their news- | to maintain agents in Washington or elsewhere to labor for |. 


Papers are sewers of falsehood, obscenity, and defa- | these ends. 


Sympathizing with these objects, and believing organiza- 
tion to be necessary. to attain them, I hereby enroll myself as 
a member of the Union Loyal League, and agree to pay fifty 
cents upon enrollment and fifty ceuts every month so long as 
remain a member. 

. And I promis upon my honor not to divulge the names of 
the members of the League, or any of the transactions of the 
League. 


No boycotting in this, no coercion, no oaths to hav 
one's heart cut out and stuffed into his mouth if he 
does not join the league, stay with it for life, and 
obey all its behests, or if he betrays its secrets. It 


has no secrets ; not a word has ever been said in its 


meetings, or an act done, that would reflect aught 
but credit on it if published. Scrubs hav got into 
the league—there was one such among the apostles 
—and hav tried to giv its secrets to the Mormon 
press. Over these things the Mormon press hav 
cackled like a hen that lays no eggs, but makes up 
for it in cackling. I hope they will publish the 
above; it was given to the press in substance three 
months ago by resolution of the league itself. The 
wider the publicity given to the objects of the league, 
the better for its purpose. I will say in passing that 
the league was a business men’s child.. It originated 


jin the Alta Club, a business men’s club; office- 


holders, politicians, and, as far as possible, profes- 
sional men were exeluded from prominence in it. 
Joseph R. Walker is president, Henry W. Lawrence 
chairman of the executiv committee, John E. Dooly 
chairman of the finance committee, and among the 
vice-presidents, and on these committees, are some 
of the strong business and mining men of the terri- 
tory. When that most sluggish and conservativ of 
all classes—the money-making class—takes hold of a 
public question, no man of sense will question their 
belief at least that there exists a vital necessity for it. 
And no intelligent man, were he forty times a Mor- 
mon of the Mormons, will attempt to maintain that 
the objects of the league are not such as every good 
citizen ought to sympathize with and work for. If 
any should attempt to hecould not maintain it. The 
Mormons ought to be more interested in the accom- 
plishment of the objects of the league than anybody, 
since their accomplishment is all that can save the 
Mormon church, finally, from absolute and deserved 
extinction. But a Mormon of the Mormons would 
not decry the objects of the league. He would 
simply, stolidly deny the facts. We do not propose 
to answer lies. As to the facts; like all other men, 
we must be allowed to be the judge of the conditions 
and necessities of our own environment. And, like 
all other men worthy so to be called, we are willing 
to abide the consequences of our acts. 

But this is a digression. The league has pros- 
pered and grown beyond the most sanguin expecta- 
tions of its originators. In the mines and at the 
smelters, without any aid or even suggestion from 
the executiv authority of the body, it has taken on 
to some extent the form of a protectiv union against 
Mormon labor. Although it was not thought of, to 
my knowledge, it will be seen upon reflection that 
this was inevitable. It is not in the nature of 
man, upon being slapped in the face, to turn around 
and stand to be kicked. Any man who does it there- 
by acknowledges himself a coward, and earns and 
deserves the contempt of his fellows. A miner, we 
will say, joins the league. He is tolerably conver- 
sant with the treatment always and now meted out 
to gentiles by the Mormons. He will reason some- 
thing as the writer of the following letter does (an 
actual letter, by the way): 

There are, I suppose, out of about one hundred men em- 
ployed here, about twenty Mormons. The eighty gentiles 
will contribute (at fifty cents per month), if all join the 
league, forty dollars, while the twenty Mormons will pay in 
tithing $120, besides other assessments made. upon them. 
Thus will the —— mine, owned and managed by loyal men, 
contribute at the least three times the amount to help the 
Mormon church that it will to oppose that institution. This 
should not be. It makes fools of us What? we giv forty 
dollars to fight the Mormon church, and $120 tothe Mormon 
church with which to fight us? How long would a Mormon 
company allow gentiles to work for them under the same or 
under any circumstances? The Loyal League won't do un- 
less it acts with the same weapons and the same earnestness 
that the Mormon church does. Excuse me for withholding 
my name. I hay given you facts, they speak for themselvs. 

They do speak for themselvs, and for themselvs 
the miners, seizing the opportunity by the foretop, 
hay given this tendency to the league. It could not 
be helped, even if it were desirable. The employers, 
the owners, and superintendents of mines, could not 
help it if they wished. And for one, I am glad of it. 
Doubtless our mines and smelters in Salt Lake and 
Summit counties alone are paying out to Mormons 
five thousand dollars a day the year round, five hun- 
dred of which, if these workers liv up to their pro- 
fession, goes to swell the coffers of the Mormon 
church, to maintain the Mormon lobby in Washing- 
ton (which makes a national clatter and perfume not 
unlike that of a volley of o’er-ripe eggs thrown 
against a wall), to subsidize the pimps of the mer- 
cenary part of the press, possibly to corrupt venal 
Congressmen, and all to defeat the establishment of 
decency and good government in Utah. While we 
do- that, our talk is vain, our pretensions idle, our 
sincerity more than doubtful. 

But this is another digression. Probably (I do 
not know) half a dozen Mormons hav already been 


D 


of the league. i ; 
Mormon organs squeal. They do not liketo be hoist 
with their own petard. Thay do not like the taste 


of their own medicin, even in the most homeopathic | 


‘of homeopathic does. The bully! it has been belt- 
ing & baby, so to speak, with brass knuckles, these 
‘thirty years. The baby has become a broth of a boy, 
and strikes back, more in fun than in earnest. The 
big bloat takes to a fence corner like a beaten cow 
and bawls for mercy!  Let'em beg, let ’em squeal, 
but let the good work goon. Let us act as we talk, 
or for the future keep still. I trust the miners will 
all join the league and never rest while a Mormon is 
employed in their respectiv camps. They hav got 
the organization, anyhow, since they are in the ma- 
jority, if they all join, and can make what use of it 
they please. And if they don’t and can’t make it an- 
swer the purpose of a boycott on Mormon labor in 
the mines, they are fools to hav aught to do with it. 
O. J. HOLLISTER. 
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News and Notes. 


Again I am at Longmont in front of the mighty 
mountains where Long’s Peak towers to the sky, 
with its glorious crowns of snow. The friends here, 
like the hills themselvs, hav plenty of backbone, and 
hav no thought of retreat, whichever way the winds 
may blow. A large audience was not present at my 
lecture, but then it was appreciativ, and it was 
a pleasure to be with them. Mr. P. G. Ashe and 
family, Miss Annie, Mollie, and Mattie Ashe, gave us 
some delightful music, Mrs. Georgiana Rice a recita- 
tion on “ Liberty,” which stirred the pulses, and I 
gave my lecture, “ The New God,” and we had a good 
rally sround the camp-fires of Freethought. I made 
my stay at the “Lone Ranch,” the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Rice and family, where sociability prevails. I 
met again our octogenarian Liberal, Mr. Simmons, 
who is almost ninety years of age, but who still looks 
forward and sees in death only a way of getting more 
life and vaster intelligence, and star-packed space 
never grows dim to his vision. I called at the com- 
fortable mansion of Colonel Kelso, where with Mrs. 
Kelso he enjoys the paradise of progressiv life. One 
can be happy here, if anywhere, with these broad 
plains and shining hills, and love and thought to 
spread their banners in the morning sky. Colonel 
Kelso has just published his book, “ Spiritualism 
Sustained,” which I hav enjoyed reading, not because 
I expect to be converted to his view, but because I 
- like to see the troublesome dilemma into which he so 
learnedly and skilfully puts our Christian friends by 
showing that the Bible after all is but a record of 
spirit manifestations, and so proclaims the unity of 
this life with the next, if such there be, and over- 
throws the very foundation of orthodoxy. If the 
colonel’s arguments are valid, he strikes a most vig- 
orous blow at ecclesiasticism and fanaticism, and 
brings the Bible into some common relation with 
humanity, so it is no longer the armory of despotisna 
and superstition. If it shines with a mystic halo, it 
is human illumination after all, and not supernatural, 
and so I thank the colonel for his live book, and be- 
lieve it will giv a better idea of the Bible than now 
commonly prevails. 

Mr. George W. Way, George X. Young, John 
Hertha, and others, are among our allies at Long- 
mont, whom it was a pleasure to greet. 

“I found a good welcome at Boulder from Dr. Am- 

brook, Joseph Wolf, Lemuel Mackintosh, Marius 
Smith, Fred Squire, Dr. Brace, A. J. Macky, 
Chas. Dabney, Eugene Austin, Ross Howard, and 
others, and the audience was quite large at my lect- 
ure on “ Universal Mental Liberty." Dr. Ambrook 
is very activ, and it was through his efforts that we 
broke the ground for Freethought organization. 
There is a fine Liberal element in Boulder, and it 
can eventually be made a controling power. Joseph 
Wolf, who introduced me at the lecture, is full of the 
stuff of which reformers are made. He is a born 
pioneer. He was the first to push ahead the Green- 
back party in Colorado, in spite of “ten thousand 
foes.” When he believes in a thing, he stands by it 
through thick and thin, and so he will make a radical 
who wil never flinch from the logie of his thought. 
With such repres2ntativs as Mr. Wolf, Dr. Ambrook, 
and others, I hav no doubt of the success of our 
cause at this point. 

I was pleased to meet Dr. L. Z. Coman, of Neder- 
land, who came twenty miles from the snowy range 
to attend the lectures, and who knows no fear in the 
expression of his thought, even though the orthodox 
do threaten him with persecution. There are several 
stanch Liberals at Nederland—W. P. Hanna, W. B. 
Williams, ete.—and I hope some time to visit their 
lofty. home. 


discharged from the mines through the establishment 
And it is astounding to hear the: 
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The Unitarian Society here is quite Liberal, and I 
enjoyed very much my acquaintance with Rev. John 


Dutton, their minister, who is a scholarly and genial 


gentleman with a comprehensiv understanding of the 
intellectual drifts of the world, and is not at all big- 
oted in the presentation of truth as he understands it. 

I enjoyed the hospitality of Dr. Ambrook and Mrs. 
Ambrook, whose home is attractiv with art and liter- 
ature; and I anticipate a pleasant return to this de- 
lightful city, upon one side of which, within walking 
distance, cluster the splendid and picturesque hills, 
with mighty boulders, and on the other side stretches 
the vast plain, like a measureless ocean sweeping to 
the remote horizons. Sublimity and loveliness min- 
gle in the entrancing panorama of this mountain spot. 

Early on Saturday morning, the hills blazing like 
silver, and' the plains luminous with soft gray ex- 
panses, mingling with the far-bending sky, I come 
again to Denver, Queen City of all this glorious land. 
Our friend Jamieson has been doing effectiv work 
here and at other places in the state, and I find our 
forces in excellent order, and the interest in Free- 
thought is evidently on the increase. Unity church 
was filled. to overflowing on Sunday, and a large 
number were obliged to go away for lack of room. 
Thomas J. Truss, John G. Jenkins, president and 
secretary of the Union; Miss M. J. Patterson, re- 
cording secretary; Mr. and Mrs. Charles Roth, Mr. 
and Mrs. Coplin, Mr. Sherman, etc., are generous and 
patient in their devotion to the work. There isa 
Secular Sunday-school established, which, in spite 
of many drawbacks, is improving. I am more than 
ever impressed with the importance of the work, and 
the necessity there is for better instrumentalities to 
teach our children the principles and practice of our 
philosophy of life. I hav no doubt that successful 
Sunday-schools might be established in many places 
if we had good text-books and good singing books. 
A good singing book is perhaps what we need more 
than anything else, for we cannot build up a social 
life without the aid of music and poetry. I hope the 
funds of the Union hereafter will enable the Liberals 
of the country to hav these needed instrumentalities, 
for the voice of the platform must be assisted by 
permanent local effort and advancement ; and, as our 
treasurer in his last report suggests, we must hay lit- 
erature—tracis, text-books, music books, ete., for the 
maintenance of our lines of progress, or we shall in- 
evitably go back. 

I am much encouraged with what has been done 
by the Denver Society, and what it proposes to do. 
It has able leaders, who make the best of their op- 
portunities, and I believe we shall hav in this city a 
splendid example of Freethought enterprise. 

Monday I came to Loveland, where N. R. Faulk- 
ner is our pioneer, who is determined to see what can 
be done, and start the ball. The success is quite as- 
suring. The Opera House was filled last night to 
listen to my lecture on “ Universal Mental Liberty,” 
and the audience was attentiv from beginning to 
end. I expect to return here and complete the or- 
ganization. O. E. Baffin, C. M. Currier, Burt Davis, 
C. N. Randall, George Lloyd, R. White, and others 
are among our friends. I was pleased to meet Mr. 
Guard—of the old guard, indeed, for he is nearly 
seventy years old, and has been on the frontier a, tire- 
less worker since 1850, and always a Freethinker. 
He bates nothing of youthful fire, and is a good ex- 
ample of enthusiasm and hope to those who hav not 
worn the harness so long and feel sometimes a little 
worn out and discouraged. To greet such a veteran 
of liberty makes one renew his spirit. 

I was glad to meet again Capt. and Mrs. Wadlia 


;and Eulah C. Stillwell, of Greeley, who came twenty- 
‘five miles across the plains to giv another welcome 
.and aid our services with music. 


Capt. Wadlia has 
written and composed several songs, and they hav 
the true ring and melody. He gave a rendition of 
“The Sweet By-and-Bye” into “The Sweet Here 
and Now,” and it makes a good Secular lyric. It 
was quite an addition to our lectures here and at 
Greeley to hav the vocal and instrumental music fur- 
nished by Capt. Wadlia and Eulah C. Stillwell. 

This finishes my work in Colorado for the time 
being. I expect to halt here for another campaign 
in the fall. To-morrow I go on to Prescott, Arizona, 
where I expect to lecture on Sunday, March 13th, 
instead of at Denver. I shall be at San Diego March 
17th and 18th; Los Angeles, March 20th and 21st; 
Santa Ana, March 2ist, 22d, and 23d; Norwalk, 
March 24th and 25th; Tulare City, March 29th and 
80th; Visalia, March 31st and April 1st. I hope to 
be in National City and San Bernardino near these 
dates, as I hav received calls to both for lectures. I 
shall be in San Francisco and Oakland April 3d to 
10th ; San Jose, April 17th and 24th; Stockton, May 
1st and 8th; Sonoma, Sacramento, and other places 
in California, until June 1st. During the month of 
June, I shall bein Oregon ; during July, in Washing- 
ton territory, and in August return East by way of 
Baker City, Boise City, Salt Lake City, ete. 

I was pleased to meet in Denver Mr. Smith, of 
Forks Creek; Alex. Campbell, of Eik Rapids, Mich.; 
Richard Day, of Alamosa, Cal., who came from a dis- 
tance to attend the lectures, and whose cordial greet- 
ing was a delight indeed. I can now take my long 


jump to the Pacific coast with courage. I know E 
shall land amid a gallant company. I long for a. 
look at the mighty sea and the Golden Gates. 
SawvznL P. PurNAM. 
Loveland, Col., March 8, 1887. 
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A Well Deserved Word of Cheer.. 
Col. R. Q. Ingersoll.to W. Stewart Ross, Editor of the London 
Secular Review. i 

My Dear Freno: The Protestants denounce idol- 
atry, and yet they hav made of the Bible an idoli. 
They, in common with the Catholics, attribute a 
miraeulous virtue to certain pieces of paper on which. 
certain marks hav been impressed. Before these: 
pieces of paper and these marks they not only bow,. 
but, on this altar, sacrifice, with the utmost cheerful- - 
ness, the highest attribute of the human mind—the: 
very manhood of man. 

They not only enslave themselvs, but spend much: 
of their time in making manacles and fetters for their : 
children, and in denouncing those of their fellow-men : 
who refuse to be enslaved. 

These worshipers of the Bible speak in a kind of 
smiling contempt of the ancients, who derived great: 
consolation from oracles so written, so worded, that : 
they could not be surely understood; so written that : 
the event prophesied, whatever it might be, would : 
either in a literal or a spiritual sense be fulfilled. . 
And yet the Bible is filled with just such oracles— - 
with dark sayings that only seem to illumin the mind : 
—with all that is vague, contradictory, and shadowy, 
—to which any meaning can be given by fear or faith: 
or hope. i 

These passages are like strange shapes, fragments: 
of which, dimly seen by the terrified, alternately re-: 
semble monsters and friends. Curiously enough, the: 
fact that this revelation called the Bible cannot be 
understood is regarded as one of the evidences of its: 
divine origin. God's thoughts, they say, are not like 
the thoughts of men; consequently, contradiction 
becomes confirmation. 

We who deny the supernatural origin of this book: 
must admit that it was naturally produced. If it ie 
not supernatural, it is natural; and it will hardly do: 
for us to hold the Bible in contempt simply because: 
it is not a supernatural book. We insist that the: 
Bible was produced by man; that it reflects the: 
ignorance, the intelligence, the aspirations, the belief;. 
the morality, and the meanness of a large majority of: 
the Jewish people, and that, like other records of! 
other nations, it is a mingling of fact and falsehoodj. 
of folly and philosophy, of cruelty and mercy. 7 

The Deists of the last century refused to worship: 
this book ; refused to kneel. in its presence; refused 
to extinguish the light of the mind at its command. 
They attempted to show, and they did show, that the 
Bible is immoral, cruel, ignorant, and absurd. Hav- 
ing demonstrated this, they came to the conclusion 
that it could not hav been written by a being of 
infinit wisdom and goodness. In this they were cer- 
tainly correct. 

They also took the ground that nature has a cre- 
ator, and that this creator is infinitly wise and good, . 
and that this being could not, by any possibility, hav 
been the author of the Bible. In this they were mis- . 
taken. We are compelled to ask, Could not infinit . 
wisdom and goodness just as easily command crime : 
as permit it? Is it any worse to order the strong to - 
slay the weak than to stand by, infinitly powerful, and ' 
refuse protection? Did not this God of nature : 
create things as objectionable as the Bible itself? Is : 
nature, taken altogether, any better than the Bible? -` 
If God did not command the Jews to murder the > 
Canaanites, nature, to say the least of it, did not pre- - 
vent the crime. If God did not uphold the practice ^ 
of polygamy, nature did. If God did not inspire the: 
errors and absurdities that we find in the so-called: 
sacred book, they were all produced by nature. It: 
will not do to relieve God of the responsibility by 
saying that certain crimes were natural productions, 
and, at the same time, insist that God is the author 
of nature. 

The moment we deny the supernatural origin of 
the Bible we declare that nature wrote its every word), 
commanded all its cruelties, told al} i$g falsehoods, 
and made all of its mistakes. It must hav been nati 
only a natural, but a necessary produetion. There 
was and is no power in the universe that could hay 
changed one word that was not changed. All. ithe 
mistakes in translation were necessarily made,, and 
not one that was made could by any possibilityy hav 
been avoided. In other words, this book, like. any 
other fact in nature, could not hav been otherwise 
than it is. 

So we are driven to say that nature has produced 
all superstition, a!l persecution, all slavery ; that nat- 
ure has practiced every virtue, and has committed 
every crime. There is good in nature. It is nature 
in us that loves the truth, that admires courage, that 
sides with the weak, that pities the oppressed. It is 
nature in us that is touched by the beauty cf form, 
the glory of eolor—that stands enraptured before the 
statue and the picture, and that listens entranced to 
the thrilling voice of song. 

In man nature contemplates herself—approves or 
condemns her own actions—admires and. despises, 
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rejoices and regrets, fears and hopes. 
crime and criminal, justice and judge. 

Infidels hav opposed the Bible not on account of 
the good things in it, but on account of the bad, and 
Christians hav upheld it not on account of the bad, 
but on account of the good. And, unfortunately, 
these Christians hav imagined that the doctrin of 
‘inspiration must be upheld in order that the good 
things in the Bible might be preserved. In this way 
they hav only succeeded in sanctifying the infamous. 
‘Throw away this doctrin of inspiration, and the Bible 
M 'be more powerful for good and far less for 
«evil. 

This book ean be made to uphold almost anything 
ithat man desires. It is the consolation of every vice 

“and the barricade of every crime. 

A few years ago American Christians looked upon 
that book as the foundation and defense of human 
slavery; yet slavery isacrime that includes all others, 
and in comparison with.which most others are virtues. 

The Bible was the word of God, and for that reason 
man was under obligation to obey. Had it been. 
considered simply as the work of man, it would not 
hav been quoted to justify that which the intelligent 
men of the nineteenth century hold in abhorrence. 
Had the idea of inspiration been thrown away, all 
passages in conflict with liberty and science— with the 
recorded experience of the human race—would 
instantly hav become harmless. The Bible would 
not hav been considered as a guide for man, but sim- 
ply as a collection of the opinions and mistakes of 
dead barbarians. The good passages not only would 
hav remained, but their influence would hav been 
increased, because they would hav been relieved of a 
burden. f 

No one cares whether the truth is inspired or not. 
The truth is independent not only of man, but of all 
the gods.. And by truth I mean the place of man in 
nature—the relation he sustains to the all; the rela- 
tion between things, and between thoughts and 
things; between acts and consequences, between 
conduct aud condition. The perception of truth 
bears the same relation to the logical faculty in man 
that music does to some portion of the brain ; it is a 
‘mental melody. This sublime strain has been heard 
iby a lonely few, and yet I am enthusiastic enough to 
‘believe that it will be the music of the future. 

For the good and the true in the Old and New 
Testaments we should hav the same regard that we 
hav for the good and true wherever they are found. 
For the false and infamous in the Old and New Tes- 
taments we should hav the same contempt that we 
hav for thé false and infamous wherever they may 
be found. We who know how false is the history 
even of to-day—-the almost numberless mistakes that 
men hav made who honestly endeavored to tell the 
truth—how hard it is, with all the facilities we hav, 
to get a truthful account of the simplest occurrence, 
must see that nothing short of inspiration—admit- 
ting for the moment the possibility of inspiration— 
could hav prevented the Bible from being filled with 
errors. 

At last we are beginning to see that the “ scheme 
of things” is hardly worthy of worship, and that the 
present should not bow in humility and awe before 
the mistakes and absurdities of the past. The wise 
men of the ancients were foolish. Their law-givers 
were cruel; their priests superstitions ; their philos- 
ophers narrow and shallow; and, in the sands of that 
desert called the Past, there are no springs at which 
the present can quench its thirst. 

We hav taken another step. We are now con- 
vineed that the God of nature—if there be one—is 
neither merciful nor cruel; that he can be neither 
softened by prayer nor bribed by sacrifice ; that he 
cares neither for curses nor for tears. And if the God 
of nature is not worthy of worship, what must we say 
of nature? Why should we worship a something, 
call it what you will, that so arranged and planned 
this world that life forever feeds on life, that joy is 
only born of pain? Can we bow in thankfulness be- 
fore this fact? Why should we worship anything— 
book or being? Any being worthy of worship could 
not want it. To want worship is to be unworthy of 
it. Worship must be worthless if the worthy cannot 
giv it, and the worthy cannot receive it. There can 
only be worship when one is unworthy enough to 
giv it and another unworthy enough to receive it. 

One of the worst things about the Bible, one of the 
worst in the average religion, is that it demands the 
sacrifice of self-respect. Every man is compelled to 
admit, before he can become a Christian—before he is 
fit even for conversion—that he is wholly and thor- 
oughly depraved in thought and act, in mind and 
flesh ; and, in addition to this, he must giv up and 
throw away the fruit of his experiencé, observation, 
and reason. Voluntarily he goes back to the child- 
hood of the race. He becomes a frightened barbarian 
—al anxious savage. 

The religious world has denied the constitution of 
the mind by claiming that each man for himself does 
and ean control his thought, and does and can, with- 
out regard to evidence, or what he thinks to be the 
truth, choose his creed and church. This idea founded 
the Inquisition. This idea justifies hell. 

We all remember the condition upon which Anto- | 


Nature is 
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nio was willing that merey should be rendered to | Jig Quadrille. 


Shylock— 
That for this favor 
He presently become a Christian. 

This was in accord with the religious philosophy of 
that day. Antonio supposed that this could be ac- 
complished by an order of the court, and millions of 
pious Englishmen are still of the opinion that the 
same thing can be done by an act of Parliament. 
These frightful inconsistencies should be denounced 
by every honest man. 

The intelligent should hav the courage to follow 
your example. Every man should be taught that his 
fellow-men hav the right to know his honest 
thoughts. 

You hav attacked the Bible from every side. You 


hav pointed out thousands of contradictions, so glar-' 
ing, so absurd, that one is almost convinced that they: 
You hav shown the little-: 


were intentionally. made. 
ness, the weakness, the shamelessness, the uselessness 
of hundreds and thousands of falsehoods. You hav 
shown the cruelty, the heartlessness, and the impos- 
sibility of hundred and hundreds of others. You hav 
stripped robes from priests, and beneath these robes 
you hav found hypocrits, assassins—and honest fear. 
You hav plucked patriarchs by the beard, and hav 
compelled them to confess that they were polyga- 
mists, adulterers, and monsters. You hav compelled 
prophets to admit that they lived by exciting the 
hopes and fears of men, and that their threats and 
promises were equally nought ; and you hav shown 
that, in this so-called sacred book, each crime can find 
a text and every infamy a flag. 

You hav earned the thanks of all who really think. 
You hav hastened the coming of that day when there 
will be found in the world’s creed this at least: 


Happiness is the only good. 

The time to be happy is now. 

The place to be happy is here. 

The way to be happy is to try to make others so. 

And when that day comes, those who by thought 
or deed hav added to the sum of human joy will be 
saints, and on that calendar-will be found your name. 

Yours always, Roser Q. INGERSOLL. 

New York, Feb. 13, 1887. 


to 
The Printers Celebrate. 


Before the Truth Seeker Company moved into its present 
quarters at 28 Lafayette Place, a three-story brick" building, 
designed for press, composing, and editorial rooms, was 
erected in the spacious back-yard. The new composing- 
room is a vast improvement over the old one, being a 
large square apartment, with snow-white walls and ceil- 
ing, and broad windows allaroundit. The printers conceived 
that it would be the proper thing to herald their entrance 
into these quarters with such exercises as should make 
the occasion memorable; and, having nothing selfish about 
them, they also determined to invite their friends to share in 
the glories of the event. The 'TavrR SxEXEZR printers 
are all members in good standing of Typographical Union 
No.6. They are named as follows: Theodore R. Stevens, 
sometimes called * Pop,” because he is father of the chapel ; 
he has been in the office some ten years; John Clancy, an 
Englishman, known as “ Bol," which is short for Bolivar; 
James Phair, who learned the trade here ten years ago, and 
who has since been connected with the Salvation Army, and 
got out of it not much the worse to all appearances; Will 
Colby, who has come to weigh two hundred pounds by stick- 
ing to a Trots SEEKER case forseven or eight years; Edward 
Gilmartin, familiarly called ‘‘Short,” because he doesn't 
seem to hav got his growth, although ten years at the busi- 
ness; Thomas Moran, who walked into the office five or six 
years ago with his hat in his hand, and was taken on as 
office boy because he was polite; and George Howard, an 
“ extra,” who is just learning to leave the e off hav, giv, and 
liv. Besides these, George Macdonald, the foreman, carries 
a Union card. He entered the office and began sweeping the 
floor and running for pie in the fall of 1875. 

Tur TavrH SEEKER printers achieved a reputation as en- 
tertainers when, a year or so ago, a chapel send-off was 
given to the young Hindoo, Amrita Lal Roy, on the occasion 
of his leaving America for India; and therefore when the 
following invitation and program was issued there was no 
lack of responses : 

Taur TRUTA SEEKER CHAPEL or EwLIGHTENED PRINTERS 
ask you to join them, on the evening of Monday, March 7th, 
in the Festiv exercises incident to their Removal to the New 
Composing Room at 28 Lafayette Place. 

THE HOOK. 
PART I. 
8:30—OPENING ADDRESS. - - -~ 
8:81— Close of above Address. 
8:32—Speech. - By Mr. Ed. King, if he is in the Audience, 
PART II. 


8:50—March. - To B. Klancy, said to be the Oldest Living 
Compositor. 
N.B.—The Editor will Review the Procession. 
9:00—Take out Copy for the Lanciers. (Saratoga.) 
Resign yourself to joy and mirth— 
The Band will play for all it’s worth. 
9:20—A Waltz. -  - To W. Colby, who does not waltz. 
9:40 (or earlier)— Wayback Quadrille. 
10:00—Waltz Quadrille. - To Happy James, of the Salva- 
tion Army.—Sacred Music. 
PART III. 


On with the dance; let joy be unconfined ! 
No sleep till morn. Your favorit partner choose, 
And chase the glowing hours out of their shoes. 
Virginia Reel. To be led by Anyone who Knows it. 
Saratoga Lanciers. To the Ladies, who will Choose their 
Partners. 


By Father Stevens. 


To Mr. Somerby, Business Manager, 
Now take the partner nearest you, 
And “hoe it dewn.” Hurroo, hurroo! 


Norz.—The Editor and other Refreshments will be found 
upstairs. 


Walt - . . . 
Wayback Quadrille Again. 
Ninepin. 

Virginia Heel. Livelier thau Before. 

All join hands and sing “Auld Lang Syne.” Hands around. 


Everything went off to perfection. As many as sixty 
ladies and gentlemen were present. Two violins, a harp, 


- To All the Craft. 


‘and a concertina, furnished music, and when the Wayback 


Quadrille was called for twenty couples made the lookers-on 
envious because they couldu't dance. 'There is no knowing 
when quiet old Lafayette Place got such a waking-up before. 
People in the neighborhood came out on their roofs and 
stood in the cold just to look in at the windows. The best 
dancer in the Virginia reel was Mr. Charles Eckbard. Mr. 
Somerby entered into the spirit of the hour with an enthusi- 
asm which he rarely exhibits, while Dr. Foote, Sr., mado 
some of the young folks realize that they didn't kuow much 
&bout dancing after all. 

The editor entertained in his rooms upstairs, and when a 
young lady was required to complete a set, that was the 
place to look for one. Cheer of the approved sort was 
afforded the guests at appropriate intervals. The wonder of 
the day was where so many beautiful ladies came from. 
The harper harped with his harp until 12:30, after which 
time Edward King made a speech involving the experience 
of Benjamin Franklin as a printer; Mr. McEllery gave Bill 
Nye's version of the address of Spartacus to the gladiators; 
Mr. John N. Bogert recalled some happy reminiscences ; 
the gentlemen of the composing-room sang solos and cho- 
ruses, and Mr. LeCompte played good old tunes on his violin. 
It is believed that everybody present had a good time, and 
departed with a high opinion of printers as hosts, especially 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER chapel. The only regret expressed was 
that the filling of the room with the appliances of the trade 
would make a repetition of the occasion impracticable. 
The members of the chapel wish to hereby extend thanks to 
all who were there, and helped to make their modestly- 
Planned reception a glittering success. 
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Lectures and Meetings. 


Mrs. H. S. Laxe speaks at the First Spiritual Temple, 
Boston, Mass., March 18th and 20th; at Bridgeport, Conn., 
March 27th, April 3d, 10th, and 17th. Address, 123 West 
Concord street, Boston, Mass. 


J. E. Remspoura has engaged to deliver forty lectures in 
Kansas. The following is a list of his appointments : 
Twin Mound............... RN 


Ridgeway..... 
Burlingame... 


Leon............ Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Mar. 23,24, 25. 
Andover... ............. n——X— Saturday, Mar. 26. 
Bent0n....... sseccsecccssceseecsevenseccaasstseccesens Sunday, Mar. 27. 
Genda Springs Monday, Tuesday, 28, 29. 
Cedar fer Wednesday, Thursday, Mar. 30, 31, Friday, 
pri 1. : 
Humboldt............. .. Saturday, Sunday, April 2, 3. 
I ————— Monday, April 4. 
Mound City................ eere Tuesday, April 5. 
Garnett... .......-. M Wednesday, April 6. 
Burlington............ — ee Thursday, April 7. 
MAX... —————— — Friday, April 8. 
Wellsville............ ............ eee. Saturday, Sunday, April 9, 10. 
Marysville.......................... Saturday, Sunday, April 16, 17. 
Haddam...... ————— PARRA Monday, April 18. 
Clifton................. 3 Tuesday, April 19. 
Downs...............- Seen Wednesday, April 20. 
o ——————— "Thursday, April 21. 
Beloit......... C —«——À Friday, April 22. 
New Cambria..................... Saturday, April 23. 
Salina............. «Sunday, April 24. 
Bavaria.. . Sunday, April 24. 
Conway. .... Monday, April 25. 
Windom.............. eee ^c; Tuesday, April 26. 


Dterlihg 1.5. ia anas eee rn pep eins iD rad oin "Wednesday, April 27. 


Frox Longmont, Col., Colonel Kelso writes: ‘The flag 
of Freethought is still waving over our lively little city, and 
our bombs, charged with the dynamite of reason, common 
sense, science, and historical facts, are kecping up quite a 
Commotion in the ranks of ignorance, superstition, and intol- 
erance. On Sunday evening, Jan. 80th, Lois Waisbrooker 
delivered a lecture on temperance to a full house in Library 
Hall. Though a stanch advocate of temperance in all 
things, she showed conclusivly that the so-called temperance 
cause is thoroughly dead; that after its unconditional sur- 
render to the church it had been immersed by her in the 
filthy pool of Prohibition politics, until it was not only dead 
from suffocation, but damned with dirtiness. She showed 
that it is not so much the use of intoxicating drinks that 
leads people to poverty and wretchedness, as it is poverty 
and wretchedness that lead them to the use of intoxicating 
drinks. She showed that, instead of needing Prohibition 
laws to render the poor unable to drown their sorrows in the 
intoxicating bowl, we need the abolition of all those laws by 
which laboring men are made poor and sorrowful; by which 
they are made to Crave intoxication. She showed that we 
need less laws and more justice. On the evening of the 
2d inst., that ‘little giant,’ Samuel P. Putnam, lectured in 
the same hall to 4 rather small but appreciativ audience. His 
subject was, ‘The New God.’ I will not attempt even a 
brief analysis of this masterly lecture. I could not do it 
justice. It must be heard from Putnam’s own lips. I wish 
it could be thundered into the ears of every man and woman 
of the whole country. On next Sunday evening I am to 
throw a ‘Sunday Question’ bomb into the ranks of the 
enemy. Should this bomb do good execution, you will prob. 
ably be informed by some other pen of the fact.” 


182 


Lammunications. 


Church and Fiddle. — 
M. BABCOCK’s REPLY NO. III. TO THE Y. M. C. A. 


QENTLEMEN: Some few years since, a fiddle was 
added to the choir of one of our St. John's churches, 
and its pastor might hav well said, * We will com- 

. mence worship by fiddling, and singing the praise of 
almighty God." Now, the fiddle has been looked 
upon as the devil’s own instrument, and it would 
seem that when the fiddle went in, God stepped out 
and the devil stepped in, and ran the church to suit 
himself. Members began to quarrel. I published 
circulars of good advice and pointing out their mis- 
takes, and then Rev. Richards, their pastor, sued me 
for $10,000, for saying, “ He doesn’t believe the Bible 
to be the word of God.” 

Now, it would seem that after forsaking the 
church God was with me and the devil with their 
pastor, for, in trying to beat me, he beat himself. 
In court, he swore that he did not believe in witches, 
but he believed that God said, “ Thou shalt not suf- 
fer a witch to liv.” He swore that he believed every 
word of the Bible to be the word of God, and then 
admitted that he did not believe that the last half of 
the last chapter of Saint Matk in King James’s edi- 
tion is the word of God. 

And by this he knocked the bottom all out of the 
Protestant Bible (which suits the Catholics), for if 
the last half of the sixteenth chapter of Mark is an 
interpolation, how are we to know that one-half of 
every other chapter is not an interpolation ? 

Notwithstanding the good man who was after my 
money swore that he did believe all of the Bible to 
be the word of God, the court held that. he did not 
believe all of the Bible to be the word of God. So 
he got no verdict on that part of the charge. But 
upon one other little matter he got only one cent on 
the dollar of the sum for which he sued. He did 
not get one-quarter enough to pay his own costs, 
and yet the devil—if there is a devil—made some of 
the members believe that he had won so great a vic- 
tory for the Bible and almighty God that they 
ought to—and they did—serenade the good ma 
with a brass band. 

And after this, the good man charged, not me, but 
one of his own members, with unchristian conduct. 
And during the great church trial, brother was 
against brother, sister against sister, and the devil 
was to pay. And, gentlemen, it was a worker of this 
church, who, acting as your agent, gave me your card 
asking why am I not a Christian. Christ never 
opened his worship with a fiddle; he never sued any- 
body for talking against his religious belief, nor hav 
I ever sued anybody for talking against my religious 
belief; but Rev. J. E. Richards sued me for $10,000. 
I am with Christ, but the pastor and ‘his backers are 
against him. 

Now, what I want to talk about is this. This rev- 
erend in court swore that he believed that God will 
say to those upon the left hand, “Depart from me, 
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels.” And he could not say but possibly 
hell-fire may be hot fire, the same kind of fire we hav 
in our stoves. Now, here is a minister who, if he 
swore to the truth, believes in a hell.and he and I 
met almost daily for years, and yet he never warned 
me against that awful place! What kind of a man is 
such a man as that? Believing in hell, but would 
sooner see me in hell than try to save me! But that is 
not all. This believer in hell is the father of children, 
and Henry Ward Beecher said that any man believ- 
ing in such a hell as this reverend gentleman believes 
in, who will permit himself to be the father of chil- 
dren, is himself a monster. You will notice that the 
reverend believes and he doesn’t believe, and it must 
be very nice to know just when and how much to be- 
lieve and how much not to believe of the book from 
which he reads and preaches on Sundays. 
good man, who sued me for money and for saying, 
* He doesn’t believe the Bible promises to be good,” 
in court swore that he did believe the promises to be 
good, and he “believed that he could remove a moun- 
tain with prayer, if it was God’s will.” But, then, 
why doesn’t he try it? 

He said that he never had tried to remove a moun- 
tain with prayer, which fact is rather against his be- 
lief. Now, for several days there has been a moun- 
tain of ice which has so dammed Grand river a short 
distance from here as to flood the village of Lyons, 
carry off houses, and cause the people to flee for 
their lives. In vain they tried to remove the ice 
with dynamite, and if there ever was a first-class op- 
portunity for this gocd man to try the effect of 
prayer, it was when the waters were overflowing the 
village of Lyons. 

But where, oh, where was this mighty man of 
great faith? Of the tens and tens of thousands who 
were there from abroad, ready and anxious to help, I 
hav not learned that this mighty man was with them. 
Can it be that he would sooner see them drown 

. than go to their relief, or didn’t he believe, and only 

swore that he believed as a means of getting my 
money? Now, gentlemen, if the Bible promises are 


And this. 
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good, you could hav removed that mountain of ice 
with prayer, and by not trying it you hav established 
yourselvs a set of unbelievers; and by the same 
book by which you damn others you must be damned. 
Now, if you, or Richards, or anyone ever did believe 
that a mountain could be removed by prayers, it only 
goes to show what fools we mortals be. 

It is said that two officers, just before going into 
battle, invited another officer to join them in prayer. 
He declined to do so, and after the fight it was found 
that the two who had prayed were killed, while the 
one who refused to pray escaped without a scratch. 


| And men pray and ask God to soften their hearts, 


but the hearts of church-members are no softer, on 
an average, than are the hearts of others. I hav 
just heard of a man who gave one hundred dollars to 
the church, but refused to giv anything to the poor 
woman who sat out in the cold upon the doorstep, 
and, with tears in her eyes, begged for a little help. 
Now, I do not say, nor do I believe, that all church- 
members are bad, but I do say that their prayers hav 
not made them, on an average, better than others. 

Gentlemen, if you believe, as the Bible teaches, 
that Christ forgave the unbelievers who murdered 
him, you should not insult him by believing that he 
will damn me and others for our unbelief. That kind 
of logie won't do. Hoping that you yet may see the 
error of your ways and hav a better opinion of Christ, 
and instead of tying yourselvs to the Bible adopt the 
religion of common sense and humanity, I remain 
your well wisher, : i M. Bascocx. 
. St. John's, Mich., Feb. 20, 1887. 

——e o 


Concerning the Famous Six Days’ Job, and 
Cain’s Wife. 


We read in the “holy book ”—the reading of this 
book broke the heart of Baron Munchausen, and 
planted him in a too previous grave, the remarkable 
snake, fish, and ghost stories contained in said “ holy 
book” laying so far over his own remarkable flights 
of imagination as to crush him with the gangrene of 
mortification and break him all up, he succumbing to 
the crash at one fell swoop, as it were—we read that 
the Lord was just six days in building and stocking 
heaven and earth, taking a rest on the seventh. Six 
days, eh? Regulation days, as we understand them, 
of twenty-four hours to the day, sixty minutes to the 
hour, sixty seconds to the minute, and the seconds of 
the same cgliber as at present, I wonder? This query 
is pertinent because, later on, we read that to the 
Lord a day is as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years as a day. Now, did the Lord work six days of 
twenty-four hours each—regulation hours, under- 
stand—or six days of a thousand years each? , This 
is a puzzler for the pietists, many of whom say, with 
the immortal ‘Toots, “It’s of no consequence.” Nei- 
ther is it; but in a work for man’s own belief and 
guidance—God’s own chronicles at that—why wasn’t 
the straight and corréct tip given? A certain church 
paper of the present period tells its readers that, 
while many accept the regulation days, others incline 
to the opinion that the “six days” mean “six long 
periods of time;" and as much as says, “You can 
take your choice, brethren; you pays your money.” 

I think, however, that we must accept these days 
as we reckon days, for it says the Lord rested on the 
seventh day, and had the days been of the thousand- 
year variety, the Lord must hav neglected things, and 
we read in the Chronicles that he was very busy im- 
mediately after creation, and couldn't possibly hav 
rested a thousand years; vide his seances with Adam 
and Eve and others later on, long before a thousand 
years had elapsed. 

Omnipotent and omni-everything, why needed the 
Lord to take a rest? Not that I begrudge him, for 
Ilike to take a rest myself at times, but it seems to 
reflect on his powers of endurance—let us be thank- 
ful it was not for a thousand years, if that would hav 
entailed upon us a Christian Sunday of like duration! 
Whew! think of it, mortal man—of a Sunday a 
thousand years long, and run on the Blue law Prot- 
estant plan!—the Catholics are more liberal with 
regard to Sunday, not objecting, in countries where 
the pope’s toe is universally kissed, to cock-fights, 
bull-fights, and other cheerful and exhilarating 
amusements on the holy day. But think again of: & 
Protestant Blue law Sunday a thousand years long! 
Holy smoke! isn’t it enough to giv one the horrors 
of forty horse-power intensity? Don’t let us think 
of such a Sunday again ! 

In the narrativ of creation, we learn that man was 
the last thing made by the Lord—to except the wo- 
man would be quibbling merely—and that he was 
made of the dust of the earth. I hav often won- 
dered, the earth, sun, moon, and stars having been 
fashioned from nothing, why man needed to be made 
of dirt—very likely, though, the entire stock of noth- 
ing had been used up in the previous fabrications— 
unless it was to knock the conceit out of him, by 
telling him what he was made of when he got to rid- 
ing too high a horse, as it were. 

: I know of some men to whom it must be gall and 
wormwood to think that man was an afterthought of 
the creator, and made out of dirt at that, for want of 
better material. ‘Yes, indeed, gall and wormwood, so 


overloaded and top-heavy are they with triple X 
self-esteem. Take a high-up metropolitan hotel 
clerk, for instance ; tell him he is made of dirt of the 
earth, and he would annihilate you if he could. Pos- 
sibly this thought has a stand-off in the egotistical 
belief that he is fashioned after God’s own image, as 
stated in the legend of creation in the alleged words 
of God himself. Very likely, with the hotel clerk, 
very likely. 

If we go it blind on the polyglot, we must believe 
that God is a person built like man, and the proto- 
type, in the matter of form, of man. This givs usa 
clear conception of God in the concrete, and in our 
mind’s eye we can see him, picturing his face as we 
may, according as we look upon him either as a 
benevolent or a vengeful God. 

The man who swallows the Bible entire, without 
“coppering” any of the statements therein, must 
believe in a personal God of an image after which 
man was fashioned. But there are Theists, parsons 
included, who “copper” here and there, and quite 
extensivly. They are not the true-blue receivers of 
the word, but take certain things as set forth cwm 
grano salis. Some of these take no stock in a per- 
sonal God, believing God to be a spirit, and not a 
person, yet these same switchers-off nearly all believe 
in a personal’ devil, man shaped, consequently God- 
shaped, but having horns, tail, and cloven hoofs. 
While they can giv up the personal God, they can’t, 
or won't, giv up the personal devil. Queer, isn’t it? 
Well, let them stick to the devil if it does them any 
good, and they are so fond of him. I wish them joy 
of their pet. i 

Reading on, we very shortly come to the Garden of 
Eden story, with its ever-to-be-remembered apple- 
tree and talking snake. The story, being familiar to 
everyone, need not be dwelt upon. Admitting it as 
a “ ground-floor ” fact, what must be thought of the 
being who, knowing the nature he had implanted in 
the man and woman just made by him, who knew. be- 
forehand that they would go for the fruit forbidden 
them, yet puts it within their reach, and leads them 
to their own destruction? Eating of this proscribed 
fruit, as reported, they were bounced from Eden, 
when everlasting trouble for man commenced, as the 
maker knew it would. It seems to me that this was 
a most unfair piece of business, to say the least, on 
the part of the Lord, and not to be reconciled with 
true goodness. 

Bounced from Eden, Adam had to hump himself 
as a farmer. In course of time two sons were born 
to him, these being Cain and Abel; the first named 
the first born. Cain took up with farming, and Abel 
with sheep-raising. Cain brought an offering to the 
Lord—potatoes or something he had raised—but the . 
Lord wouldn't hav it, but took Abel’s offering, a nice 
fat lamb. This made Cain mad, and well it might, 
for he had offered the best he had to offer, and he up 
and went for Abel and knocked him out—dead as a 
herring. 

This act is not to be defended, if his intention was 
to kill Abel. But there is no positiv proof that he 
intended to kill him. Mad, he pummeled him harder 
than he thought, and very likely was surprised when 
he found he had fixed him. To be sure, according to 
the report of the affair, he told the Lord, who asked 
where his brother was—as if the Lord didn’t know— 
that he wasn’t his brother's keeper, and didn't know 
where he was. But this proves nothing. He had 
soured on the Lord, and said the first thing that 
came to his lips. This act I don’t think should stand 
as murder in the first degree against Cain, but man- 
slaughter in the fourth degree. 

But the Lord bounced Cain from his home and 
farm, and he skipped for the land of Nod, of which 
land no mention had previously been made. The 
direction and distance of this land from Cain’s ranch 
are not stated, but without the slightest premonition 
this hitherto-unheard-of land is sprung upon the 
astonished reader, who, if he be a scripture-swallower, 
must accept the “land of Nod” without inquiry as to ` 
its location, thus proving himself a Christian of the 
true-blue order of architecture. 

But the surprise of the “land of Nod” is nothing 
to that immediately after sprung upon us—the tak- 
ing of a wife in said land by Cain! This is a surprise 
party whose dynamic force is beyond human compre- | 
hension. It would hav knocked me silly had not 
Byron long ago given the straight tip with regard to 
this wife episode. Now, the report that Cain went 
to the “land of Nod” and took a wife is not correct. 
The slugger—first on record—took a wife in the first 
instance, and then skipped outfor the “land of Nod.” 
And that wife—who was she? Why, she was Adah. 
And who was Adah? Why, she was Cain's sister, 
was Adah, and that's what's the maddah with Adah ! 

- The world owes Byron—the poet-stalwart of the 
stalwart poets—a tremendous debt of thankfulness 
for clearing up the mystery of Cain’s wife, even 
though the exposé was of unsavory character. But 
we all know that “in the beginning” there must hav 
been a good deal of sister-marrying, shudder at it as 
we may. Let us be thankful that there are now 
other fellows’ sisters, and draw the pall of forgetful- 
ness over the primeval days of the race fashioned of 
dirt, after God’s own image, St Sroxuw. 
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Mr. Reynolds in Ohio. 


Kent, Ouro.—I arrived at Kent March 24th, ahead 
of my time, expecting to lecture Saturday evening, 
the 26th, but an impecunious theatrical troupe were, 
by lack of patronage elsewhere, driven into the town, 
and desired to make one Moore Miss, a last despair- 
ing effort to get car-fare home to New York. Mr. 
Kent, the owner of the hall, and his son, who cannot 
endure the thought of human suffering, if in their 
power in any way to alleviate it, generously helped 
them out by permitting them the use of the hall, and 
- I gave way, the more willingly as the stormy weather 
made the railroad track a hard road to travel on foot. 

I had a very pleasant acquaintance with the Lib- 
erals of Kent, and found some stanch old veterans, 
who “endured the cross and despised the shame” 
during the time “that tried men’s souls” —the pioneer 
days of Abolition. Joseph Heighton and his brother 
Thomas renounced the Bible because it both taught 
and defended slavery. Joseph Heighton devoted 
himself and all he had to the cause of human free- 
dom, and was ostracized, beaten, stoned, shot at, his 
cattle poisoned, his horses killed, his barns and his 
home burnt over his head, and he warned to quit the 
advocacy of Abolition, or he would be hanged to a 
tree on his own farm ; and these outrages were per- 
petrated by avowed Christians, leading men in the 
churches, who thus desired to show their reverence 
and belief in the holy Bible. The brave old veterans 
hay lived to hear the church extol what it then con- 
demned, and claim all the honor of achieving what it 
most zealously and desperately opposed. 

Joseph Heighton’s eldest son, Marius, inherits all 
the fearless independence of his father, combined 
with the gentle, loving nature of his mother, and de- 
spite his being the most zealous worker for Liberal- 
ism, he is loved and respected by all who know him. 
Thomas Heighton, a venerable, sturdy champion of 
reason, right, and truth, and his bright, cheery- 
hearted wife, are glorious specimens of Infidelity. If 
& good woman is a crown to her husband, then 
Thomas Heighton’s wedding-day was his coronation 
day, and no mistake. Lir 

I would some of our policy Liberals, our mollusks, 
could realize the truth that a pure, honest, useful 
life and earnest advocacy of Secularism does not 
injure, but helps in business, and secures the respect 

of the community. Mr. L. G. Reed is an outspoken 
Infidel, carries on the largest grocery business in 
Kent, and has the respect and confidence of the 
entire community. Unsolicited, they selected him 
councilman, and I hav never yet found a man or 
woman who lived up to the principles of Liberalism, 
who practiced justice and mercy, and sought ever to 
promote the happiness of those around them (as does 
L. G. Reed), whose Infidel opinions injured their 
business in the long run, or lost them respect of the 
best citizens. - 

There is in Kent one loud declaimer, who talks, 
but fails to liv out Liberalism; who, taking advantage 
of others subscribing to Taz Truru SEEKER, rushes 
into print as a champion of Freethought—but, 
like the deacon, what he givs “is nothing to nobody.” 
Such characters meet with just contempt. I was 
glad to find only one of the kind in Kent. 

It is unfair to the many grand, kind, noble hearts 
who all helped in the good work to omit to mention 
them, but there is limit to Tax TRUTH SEEKERS col. 
umns. But of the staid old stand-by, B. F. Con- 
away, through whose exertions the club of fifty— 
now nearly seventy-five—subscribers to Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER was secured, I cannot but say I do-most de- 
voutly wish his glorious example might find follow- 
ers in every town: It was a hopeless task to get 
subscribers to a Liberal paper, quite impossible—at 
least, that was the general opinion. But quiet, 
patient perseverance won the victory, as it always 
will, and the club was raised, the money paid, and 
the number still increasing. 

On Sunday afternoon, the most fierce and savage 
storm prevailed, yet there was a goodly number 
present. In the evening the storm somewhat abated, 
‘yet raged quite furiously. Large attendance and most 
earnest attention; sold large quantity of Liberal 
literature. Monday the Liberal lectures were the 
town talk. In the evening the hall was crowded. I 
spoke on “ Salvation—Secular or Christian, Which?” 
I called attention to the utter failure of the Chris- 
tian scheme of salvation. The Bible declares, ** The 
soul that sinneth, it shall die” (Ezek. xviii, 4). Christ 
came to save all who believe in him. What does he 
save from? Not from sin, for men and women con- 
tinue to sin. Not from death, for men and women all 
around us die. Not, as churches allege, to save our 
immortal souls from eternal death, for the. church 
itself claims our souls are immortal, and cannot die. 
Not from hell fire, for the church has discarded hell. 
But, if men needed salvation, could Christ save sin- 
ners? “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” Did 
Christ's soul die?» The church says emphatically, No! 
Christ was God, his soul could not die. Then he 
could not pay the penalty, for the decree is, “ The soul 
that sinneth, it shall die" But the Bible and Christ 
declare his soul did die (Isa. liii, 10, 12; Rev. i, 18). 
Which are we to believe? 


pay the penalty of man's sins. He was a willing sac- 
rifice, and poured out his life’s blood on Calvary's 
cross 
.94) that Christ never poured out his blood willingly 
at -all—he did not shed his blood.. No blood was 
poured out on Calvary’s cross until after Christ was 
actually dead (John xix, 34). 


told, used up Colonel Ingersoll in debate), indulged 
in a debate of about an hour after the lecture, or 
rather gave a number of harangs, with the hope to 
drive away remembrance of the damaging facts I-had 
proved in régard to the Christian plan of salvation. 
He denied that Christianity could ever land a man in 
jail; declared a man’s blood would pour out after he 
was dead ; that Christianity, in spite of all efforts of 
its foes, was greatly on the increase; that the church 
was the friend of liberty and of education, and a 
number of similar assertions, not once even attempt- 
ing to prove anything he asserted. I was induced to 
giv one more lecture the next evening on “The 
Trial of Satan ;” had immense audience and great en- 
thusiasm. Once again was proved the advisability of 
giving three or more lectures, whenever possible, the 
influence and results so far exceeding those of one— 


friends Wednesday morning, full of bright hope and 
ag d by the success achieved. 


Washington actually convened and did business with- 


nudge him, so to speak, into a respectful remem- 


But, cries the Christian, * Christ came on earth to | pope as did Mrs. Stowe’s “Uncle Tom's Cabin" to 
the abolition of slavery. 

At the time when the emperor Napoleon III. had 
reached the zenith of his power, and the temporal 
power of the pope was defended against the Italian 
people by a strong French garrison at Rome, there 
lived in Bologna, one of the most important cities of 
de then Papal States, a wealthy Jewish banker, Mor- 

ara. 

One night the Mortara family were aroused from 
their sleep by the appearance of a papal officer and a 
squad of sbirri (papal police soldiers), who showed 
Mortara a peremptory order issued by the papal 
authorities in Rome to carry his little five-years old 
boy to Rome for confinement in a monastery. This 
order resulted from the fact that when that little boy 
was an infant his Catholic nurse was induced 
secretly to carry the infant into a church and hax it 
baptized, the officiating priest binding the nurse to 
the most absolute secrecy. Mortara, seeing that re- 
sistance would be useless, gave up the child to the 
officer, but started also for Rome. There he pro- 
cured an audience with pope Pio Nono, threw him- 
self to his feet, and begged for the restitution of his 
child. But in vain; “Von possumus "—^" It isimpossi- 
ble”—was the only answer he received. One may 
imagin with what feelings that father returned to the 
grief-stricken, bereft mother ; and is it to be won- 
dered that the fathers and mothers of the whole civil- 
ized world sympathized with them, and proclaimed a 
government that authorizes such barbarous prac- 
tices unworthy of existence ? 

Mons. Fould, a friend of Mortara’s, was at that 
time secretary of the treasury of Emperor Napoleon, 
and through Mons. Fould Mortara procured the 
intervention of the emperor. But even the voice of 
Napoleon was not powerful enough to bring about 
the release of the child. When, some twelve years 
later, the defeat of the French by the Germans caused 
the withdrawal of the French garrison from Rome, 
and permitted the Italian army to take possession of 
Rome, the Mortara parents anticipated the release of 
their child, and a joyful reunion. But what was their 
disappointment, when they found that the wily 
Jesuits had secretly removed their child to some 
foreign convent! When later on they discovered 
their then grown-up son in a convent in Belgium, he 
was so alienated from his parents that he would not 
recognize them any more, and felt even grateful to 
his captors for having him brought to salvation. And 
such a dangerous organization that approves of child 
abduction is allowed to gain more power every day in 
this republic !. L. K. 

— 9-499 ———— 


A Sunday City. 
From the St. Louts Post-Dispatch. 

Two things surprise all strangers who visit St. Louis. 

One is to find all the saloons open on Sunday, the theaters 
giving performances, even matinees, the beer gardens 
crowded in season, the Sunday mail a municipal feature, and 
almost universal liberty as to the observance of Sunday. 

The other cause of surprise is to find that the Monday po- 
lice dockets are unusually light. There is no more Sunday 
drunkenness in 8t. Louis than in cities where saloons ure 
closed on Sundays. ‘There is less disturbance of the peace, 
and in St. Louis more workmen are ready for work Monday 
morning than in cities where their Sunday welfare is taken in 
charge by the law. : 

These are facts which we do not care to account for. They 
will not be denied by anyone who is acquainted with the con- 
dition of other cities. 

After this satisfactory state of affairs has continued fora 
whole lifetime, the legislature in its wisdom proposes, with- 
out taking any vote of the people of St. Louis, to change it 
totally, to invent a long catalog of new offenses, to interfere 
with personal liberty and local self-government, to turn the 
innocent amusements of thousands and tens of thousands into 
causes of arrest and prosecution, and to excite all that quar- 
reling and bad feeling which are invariably excited when the 
attempt is made to enforce Sunday laws in large cities. 

Before such a Pandora’s box of ills is opened for us, the 
voters of St. Louis should hava voice in determining whether 
they want it or not. 

St. Louis is doing well enough as it is, and it is always a 
good plan to let well enough alone. 


yy 


The New Testament declares (John xix, 33, 


The Catholic priest, Rev. Geo. Leming (who, I am 


deepening conviction, removing prejudice, and giving 
a permanent boom to the causé. I left the dear 


glad enthusiasm, myself greatly cheered and encour- 
C. B. REYNOLDS. 
— — 92-4 9— — ——— 


Matters and Things. 
It is only a few days ago that the “house” in 


out the opening services of a chaplain! Just think 
of it! One whole day that God Almighty did not 
know that there was a “house.” There was none to 


brance that there was a set of godless souls waiting 
for the overshadowing presence of the Holy Spirit 
before they could: proceed with business! How un- 
fortunate for the country! It was the first time in 
six years. Itis gratifying to learn that the house is 
still there, and that the chaplain’s salary still goes on. 

And now comes Beecher, with these words: “A 
man who believes in hell is a candidate for the in- 
sane asylum.” -It is cheering that once in a while 
we hav a minister who will acknowledge that lunacy 
often arises from too much orthodoxy. Still, hell 
goes on by the preaching of the word, the asylums 
prosper, and “ man will not think" We are like the 
old Calvinistic Baptist preacher, when preaching 
about the doctrin of universal salvation: “ Brethren, 
we hope for better things.” 

Now, there comes a craft in sight! What is it? 
It is the old ship of Zion, and on board there 
appears the “old Mother of Harlots” and the Prot- 
estant child! Mirabile dictu? How they hobnob 
together! They are talking plans to get God into 
the Constitution and God into the schools. The 
lion and the lamb, the vulture and the sparrow. We 
hav heard that there was mooted the question of an 
alliance to effect the. God question. Suppose the 
two powers forget their blood-letting till they get a 
firmer grip on superstitious mortality? Turn back 
the clock till the time of the Dark Ages, before the 
printing press was made; put the telescope under 
the bed; no light nor science wanted—the electric 
light need not apply. Prepare the Inquisition; re- 
store the prophets, and let mental darkness reign. 
Put God in the Constitution—put him in the schools; 
put the orrery in the cellar, take the charts from the 
walls of the school-room; put up a picture of the 
holy Virgin, surrounded by a canopy of canonized 
saints—old St. Bartholomew, Constantine, and 
other devoted Christians. 

A Christian tells us that God is everywhere. That 
is, he is the shape of all space outside of all material 
bodies. If so, he must be wonderfully elastic. As 
the heavenly bodies fly through space, he must 
erga i form as the spheres change places. Wonder- 
ful being! Wonderful nonsense these deluded 
superstitious dupes believe. God is like a lot of 
balls in a vessel of water. Shake the water, the balls 
move about, and the water represents God filling 
the universe. Yours during the war, 

Lincoln, Uls., Feb. 24, 1887. Sto Hycum. 

ee oe es 


The Mortara Child Abduction Case. 


Now when the jealousy and the strained relations 
of Germany and France, and also the complications 
of Italy in Abyssinia, are being made the occasions 
for renewed agitations and intrigues for the reéstab- 
lishment of the temporal power of the pope (agita- 
tions which will be set in motion by the energetic 
general staff of the church, the Jesuits, in the United 
States also, just as was done a couple of years ago 
for the recovery of the sequestered property of the 
Propaganda), it may be opportune to recall to the 
memory of the present generation an occurrence that 
has nearly been forgotten, but that produced, about 
a quarter of a century ago, the profoundest sensation 
of indignation and horror, and contributed as pow- 
erfully to the downfall of the temporal power of the 


——— —— 9$ —99————————— 
'The Unbelieving Judges of Ohio. 


It is not generally known that the Bible is used for swear- 
ing in superior court judges, and for no other purpose in our 
courts. The Bible formerly used by this court for this pur- 
pose, and on which every judge of the court to that time had 
been sworn, was destroyed by the court-house fire. 

Said Judge Peck to the Post; 

«So far as I know, ours is the only court in the county or 
state which clings to this time-honored custom, but in some 
states the book is commonly used in this way.” 

4: We do not administer the oath of office in that way in the 
common pleas courts,” said Judge Robertson when asked 
about it. ‘It is a custom which should be abolished.” 

* Why ?” was asked, with some astonishment. 

‘<The administration of oaths by the use of the Bible pre- 
supposes that the person to whom the oath is administered 
believes that the Bible is the word of God. Asa matter of 
fact, there is not a judge in this county to-day who believes 
that it is the word of God, or will hav the hardihood to say 
that it is a verbatim statement of God’s word. Under that 
condition of things, it should not be used inthis way. I will 
say, however, that the oath administered is nearly the same 
as that administered to the judges of Israel, and half our laws 
are right out of the books of Moses almost—hav come down 
to us, and hav been in common use from that day to this,"— 
Cincinnati Post. ; 
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The Death of Henry Ward Beecher. 


By this time all the world knows of the death of 
the greatest Christian preacher of this age. But 
whether orthodoxy or heterodoxy has the more cause 
to mourn is an open question. Orthodox in belief 
Beecher certainly was not. He would hav resented, 
probably, being told that he was an Infidel, yet no 
conservativ theologian thought of him otherwise 
than as one of those liberal preachers who damaged 
the cause of Christ by his liberal interpretation of 
the scriptures and rejection of the fundamental 
tenets of Christianity. 

Mr. Beecher was born June 24, 1813, in Litchfield, 
Conn. When a boy of thirteen he wanted to be a 
sailor. His father, Lyman Beecher, apparently con- 
sented, but as he sent him to Amherst College, said, 
*I wil hav that boy in the ministry yet.” At col- 
lege Henry Ward studied hard, but with his face 
to the sea. However, before the close of a year 
he became impressed at a revival, and turned his 
thoughts toward the ministry. His father had be- 
come president of Lane Theological Seminary, at 
Walnut Hills, near Cincinnati, and Mr. Beecher, 
after graduating at Amherst in 1834, went thither 
for his theological training. Before he finished his 
studies, he edited for some months the organ of the 
New School Presbyterian church, in the absence of 
Dr. Brainard. He condemned the pro-slavery riot- 
ers who destroyed Dr. Burney’s press at that time. 
In 1837 he became pastor of a Presbyterian church 
at Lawrenceburg, Ind., and in 1839 he went to In- 
dianapolis. In 1847 he took charge of Plymouth 
church, which was organized for him. He gave 
notice at once that temperance and antislavery were 
a part of the gospel that he should preach. His 
efforts drew public attention toward him, and almost 
from the first he had large audiences. 

It was as an Abolitionist that Mr. Beecher first 
won world-wide and glorious fame, and recently, 
while in England, he was honored for that to such 
an extent that upon his return he told a reporter 
that the Englishmen must think he was the one man 
in this country who freed the slaves. When the 
fugitiv slave law was passed, he became one of the 
most prominent of the directors of the underground 
railroad company. His congregation were nearly all 
stockholders of the line, and the church has been 
called its Grand Central Depot. The deviation from 
the established rules of gospel preaching and the 


opening of the pulpit to political discussions caused’ 


much excited denunciation in orthodox circles. The 
pluck of the Plymouth pastor in those times of ex- 
citement was unquestioned. When Wendell Phillips 
failed to get a hall in New York and Brooklyn 
wherein to speak, because of the bitter hate for 
Abolitionists, Mr. Beecher threw open Plymouth 
church for him, and, as a disturbance was threat- 
ened, he had his trustees attend the meeting 
armed with heavy canes. In the Kansas settlement 
struggle, Mr. Beecher '"iümself led a subscription to 
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send Sharp’s rifles and Bibles to Kansas. 


the d 
“lay out” Beecher. 


ated only a ripple of excitement. 


dropped it in the box. 


donor of the ring and himself. On June 1, 1861, the 
congregation purchased the freedom of a twenty- 
year-old slave-girl named Sarah, and as the collection 
was taken up much jewelry was thrown into the box. 

Mr. Beecher's popularity was greatly enhanced by 
a visit to England in 1863, and he was enthusiastic- 
ally greeted on his return. He rapidly gained the 
reputation of the foremost pulpit orator of the 
country, and his salary was gradually increased to 
$20,000. 

The first cloud upon Beecher’s fair name was his 
marriage of Mrs. McFarland to A. D. Richardson, 
when Richardson was dying from a wound inflicted 
upon him by Daniel McFarland for seducing the lat- 
ter’s wife. This marriage created a great scandal, 
and was denounced as a free-love performance, as it 
was denied that Mrs. McFarland had a legal divorce. 
The second cloud was the Tilton scandal, which -for 
six months of 1874-5 filled columns of the daily 
press. About the scandal the less said the better. 

Mr. Beecher’s position as a Congregational 
preacher was anomalous. He did not believe in the 
Calvinistie creed, and he voluntarily resigned from his 
official membership of the Congregational body. He 
had, though, a sort of india-rubber way of preaching 
heresy. Periodically he would publicly renounce 
some leading doctrin of the church, startling the 
whole Christian world, while the Infidels exulted. 
Then he would deliver a sermon which enabled the 
orthodox to catch breath, so churchly was it, while 
the heretics wondered if he was losing his senses. 
His sermons in which he denounced the doctrins of 
hell, the vicarious atonement, and the fall, were all fol- 
fowed by discourses more than usually conservativ. 


But, notwithstanding this habit, there is no doubt 
that Mr. Beecher was at heart a social and theologi- 
cal heretic. For several years he enjoyed the friend- 
ship of Stephen Pearl Andrews, when the latter was 
startling the country by his radical lectures and writ- 
ings. Mr. Beecher often visited Mr. Andrews, in 
those days, though after the Tilton-Beecher trial the 
two rarely met. The great preacher came to learn of 
the Pantarch, and to most of Mr. Andrews’s statements 
of principles yielded the assent of conviction. On 
one of these occasions, when Mr. Beecher had allowed 
that his friend was about right in his Radicalism, Mr. 
Andrews asked him why he stayed in a pulpit when 
the doctrins of the church were so uncongenial. “ I 
cannot help it,” replied Beecher ; “if I should come 
out I should be execrated by all my people. I should 
be an outcast. And I never could liv through it. 
I must hav sympathy and friends; it is my nature, 
and I cannot change it. You, Andrews, are strong, 
and don’t care what the world says; in your position 
I should die.” 

We hav often heard Mr. Andrews repeat the story 
of the interview in which Mr. Beecher said this. It 
was about the last visit Beecher made to Andrews, 
for the noted scandal then became public, which 
doubtless led to the separation of the two great men. 
Mr. Andrews felt that Mr. Beecher was not true to 
principles honestly held, and he did not care to con- 
tinue the acquaintance. And Mr. Beecher, like most 
people whose virtue is questioned, was not so bold as 
previously, when he felt that his reputation would 
carry him through any heresy he might entertain. 
Fifteen or twenty years ago it nearly cost a pub- 
lic man his good name to hav it known that he was 
a friend of Stephen Pearl Andrews. To-day, a great 
many are glad to say they enjoyed the acquaintance 
of the Pantarch, 


On June 
8, 1856, on Sunday morning, it was announced that a 
gang from the vicinity of Washington Market in- 
tended to visit Brooklyn that evening, “ to clean out 
d Abolition nest of Plymouth church,” and 
The church was strongly 
guarded by armed men, and although a bullet was 
thrown through a glass window at the pulpit, it cre- 


In February, 1860, Bishop Faulkner, then a mem- 
ber of Plymouth church, returning home from Wash- 
ington, brought a ten-year-old mulatto girl, valued at 
$900, and Mr. Beecher took the little slave-girl into 
the pulpit on Feb. 5, 1860, and asked for enough 
money to buy the child’s freedom. When the con- 
tribution-box passed, Miss Rose Terry, a member of 
the congregation, drew a ring from her finger and 
Mr. Beecher put the ring 
upon the slave-girl’s finger, told her that it was her 
freedom ring, and named her Rose Ward, after the 


But, with whatever failings he may hav had, Henry 
Ward Beecher has made the world better, broader, 
more generously tolerant, kinder, and more inclined 
to take a rational view of religion. The refusal of 
the Congregational ministers of Chicago to send a 


message of condolence to Mrs. Beecher when her 


husband lay dying, was an act that must cover the 
ministers with infamy. It cannot hurt the dead. 
Freethinkers will grieve at this new exhibition of 
Christian uncharitableness, and it will enhance their 
esteem for a.man whom the Congregationalists feared 
and hated even though dying. 

— et 


The Church’s Felonies. 


There is now a strong probability that the people 
of New York will not hav a convention to revise the ` 
constitution of the state during 1887. The late can- 
didate for mayor of the Labor party believes this to 
be the fault of the Roman Catholic hierarchy. May- 
be ib is, but if so the hierarchy will gain little. 
Should a convention be held this year, we doubt if 
the people could be awakened to the importance of 
the question of providing in a new constitution that 
church property should not be longer exempted from 
taxation. By another year, possibly the people may 
find some interest in the matter. There are now in 
the legislature two bills bearing upon this exemption 
swindle which should not become laws. One is in- 
troduced by Assemblyman Crosby and incorporates 
the “St. Marys Free Hospital for Children” and 
provides, of course, for exempting all its property. 
The other is introduced by Senator Plunkett, and 
includes as follows : 


* Every building erected for the use of a college, incor- 
porated academy, or other seminary of learning, every build. 
ingfor public worship, every public school-house, free hos- 
pital, court house, and jail, and the several lots wherein ` 
such buildings are situated, and the furniture belonging to 
each of them." : ' 


A third bill has been put through this session, but 
was vetoed by Governor Hill, which exempted about 
forty thousand dollars’ worth of property belonging 
to a Young Woman's Association of Troy. All these 
assaults upon the state treasury hav had the effect of 
stirring up another senator—Mr. Dunham—and he ig 
earnestly opposing so much exemption. He has 
burrowed in the tax offices and in every other office 
where he could obtain statistics showing the enor- 
mous increase in tax exemptions during the past few 
years and the corresponding increase in the tax thus 
thrown upon individual owners of taxable property. 
His investigations, says the correspondent of the New ' 
York Times, show a marked tendency toward solder- 
ing the relations between church and state, the state 
like a patient beast staggering along under an in- 
creasing load of church exemptions. Senator 
Dunham believes that all kinds of property should 
bear their proportionate weight of the burden of 
taxation, and thus by its general distribution lighten 
the load now thrust on individual citizens : 


“ The general statute and existing judicial decisions rela- 
tiv to the exemption of property from taxation," saysSenator 
Dunham, ‘‘are so broad and liberal that every deserving 
charitable or benevolent, educational, religious, and literary 
institution can easily obtain all the relief from taxation to . 
which it is justly subject, and for that reason every measure 
designed to giv special exemption from taxation should be 
thoroughly considered." The claim that charity should be 
considered in the case of institutions he regards as flimsy in- 
deed. ‘‘ Let us consider," he says, ‘‘ what New York city 
has done already for charity. It spent in the year 1886 
$1,550,000 to support its department of charities and cor- 
rection. It appropriated and paid to charitable societies, 
under the provisions of existing special acts, $1,205,000. It 
paid to charitable institutions out of the excisefund $550,000 
—a total of $3,305,000. In addition to this, there was ex- 
empted from taxation in that city last year, property of 
charitable societies, the assessed value of which, if taxed, 
would hav been about $30,000,000, which, at the rate of tax 
for that year (2.29 per cent), would hav produced $687,000. 
This amount of tax was an indirect appropriation to chari- 
ties. The city of New York, therefore, paid to charities dur- 
ing the year just closed no less a sum than $4,092,000. Not- 
withstanding that the city of New York pays millions of dol- 
lars annually for charitable purposes, there is not a session of 
the state legislature but what foists or seeks to foist upon 
that city additional burdens by special legislation. ` 

‘There was exempt from taxation in the city of New York 
for the year 1886 real property, the assessed value of which, 
if taxed, would hav been $277,619,160, which is more than 
the assessed value of the real and personal property of any 
county in the state, except New York and Kings. It ismore 
than the assessed value of the real estate in Albany, Erie, 
and Westchester counties combined for the year 1885. 

‘‘The church and charitable property in New York city 
exempt from taxation for 1886 was in round figures $75,000,- 
000, a greater amount than the assessed value of the real 
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estate of any county in the state, excepting Albany, Erie, 
Kings, and New York, and about three times the assessed 
value for 1885 of the real estate in any one of the counties of 
Broome, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Columbia, Livingston, 
Montgomery, Cayuga, Niagara, Oswego, Queens, Saratoga, 
Bt. Lawrence, Steuben, Ulster, or Wayne. 

“ It is high time that this wholesale exemption of property 
from taxation in the city of New York was restricted, if not 
stopped altogether, as it is becoming a very serious question. 
The greater portion of this property exempt, in fact, nearly 
all of it, is south of the Harlem river, on Manhattan Island, 
an island which contains, including all the parks, avenues, 
and streets, but a little over 12,000 acres. These costly 
charitable and religious institutions, with their ample grounds, 
which they probably would not hold if they were taxed, only 
tend to overcrowd and increase the rents of the taxable prop- 
erty in the city. These exemptions are an injustice to those 
who are compelled by circumstances to liv in the city, or 
who do business there." 


It is a pity that in our Senate Mr. Dunham stands 
praetieally alone in seeking justice in taxation, but 
he has allies in a good portion of the press, and if the 
eonstitutional convention does not meet till 1888 it 
may be possible to arouse the people on the question. 

No authority less than a constitutional prohibition 

. can keep the thieving fingers of. the churchman out 
of the state treasury.  — 
et te 
The Star of Bethlehem. 

A paragraph is going around through the press of 
the country carrying a prophecy that the so-called 
Star of Bethlehem will again make its appearance 
during the year 1887. : 

We first hear of the Star of Bethlehem in connec- 
tion with the birth of Christ and the appearance of 
the seven wise men from the east. It may not be 
necessary in a brief examination of this question to 
inquire why, if the wise men saw the star in the east, 
they immediately went west; nor need we ask who 
these wise men were, since none would be able to 
answer. For Judea extends but a few miles east 
from Jerusalem, and beyond that is a desert inhab- 
ited then, as now, by barbarian Arabs who did not 
speak the language of the Jews, and it appears that 
these gentlemen had no difficulty in making themselvs 
understood. in Jerusalem. They arrived, too, while 
the infant was still in the manger, so that their 
journey, with the means of conveyance then in use, 
must necessarily hav been short. Neither is it to the 
purpose to inquire why these wise men are mentioned 
by Matthew alone, nor what became of them, why 
we hear of them no more, whether they returned to 

_ their own land with the glad tidings or not. Why, 
if the star they saw was the Star of Bethlehem, and 
they knew it to be such, they should stop at Jeru- 
salem, several miles north of Bethlehem, to inquire 
through the streets, “Where is he that is born king 
of the Jews ?” we need not ask. A star that would 
lead them west to Jerusalem, and then turn a sharp 
corner and go south+to Bethlehem, must, of necessity, 
hav pursued an erratic course. Stars, as Col. John 
R. Kelso points out in a consideration of this ques- 
tion, are of two kinds—fixed stars and planets. If a 
fixed star, it would not move at all; if a planet, it 
must hay had an orbit, circular or elliptical. It is 
the orbital motion of the planets that enables astron- 
omers to calculate their recurrence with accuracy. 
The Star of Bethlehem was obviously not a fixed 
star, and since, as is equally obvious, it moved 
in neither a circle nor an ellipsis, how can its period- 
icity be determined? 

The first astronomer to note the alleged recurrence 
of this star was Tycho Brahe, in the constellation of 
Cassiopca, in 1572; and that the star which he saw 
was the star seen by the wise men rests upon a guess 
prompted by the superstition of that age. Three 
hundred years ago people were in the habit of be- 
lieving almost anything except the truthful and the 
probable. | 

Tradition had it that the same star had appeared 
in 1257, and it took very little research in those days 
of blind faith to ascertain that, with some modifica- 
tions, a similar star had illumined the Christmas of 
942, ete. On the strength, therefore, of tradition 
and faith, Tycho Brahe fixed the periodicity of the 
star at 315 years, which is the difference between 
1257 and 942. This would indeed giv 1572 and 
1887 as the proper years for it to come again, but if 
we reckon backward toward the beginning of our 
era, dividing 1887 by 315, we shall hav a remainder 
of 312, which would necessitate the placing of the 
birth of Christ back three years B.c., or else calling 
the present year 1890. 

Tt is a onrious fact that while the believers in this 


Star of Bethlehem instance Brahe as authority for 
the fact that it appeared, that eminent astronomer 
himself did not share their belief. He says: “Nor 
is one to persuade himself that this star is like that 
one which appeared to the wise men of the east at 
the birth of our savior, for that one was not in the 
heavens among the other stars, but in a lower aerial 
region and near the earth.” 
As a final reason for not believing that the 

“ Pilgrim” of 1572 will shine again in 1887, it may 
be said on the authority of scientific men that no star 
with a periodicity of 315 years is known to astron- 
omy, and astronomy is the oldest of sciences. 

———_~ 4+ —————— 

A Pious Don Quixote. 


Mr. George A. Sheridan has taken advantage of 
Colonel Ingersoll’s world-wide reputation to try to 
make a little famé for himself. At the Atheneum on 
Washington Hights, last week, he delivered a “reply” 
to Ingersoll. Among other foolish things, he said 
this: i 

** The trained philosophers of Christianity could pierce In- 
gersoll’s ragged armor as easily as a breath from the nostrils 
of Jehovah could scorch his Infidel soul into cinders.” 

Well, why don't they do it? 

—— 
Christian Assurance. 
In the Christian at Work of the 10th inst., Lewis 


E. Jackson givs the church accommodation of New 
York city. The list is as follows : 


Denomination. No. of churches. 
Baptists.....6..ccccccccsecceesceesaneee 
Congregational " 
Friends........................ eee. : 
Hebrew Christian. 
Independent 
Jews 
Lutheran 
Methodist Episcopal............... 
African M. E................... fue 
Free Methodist.. 
Moravian m 
Presbyterian...................... 
United Presbyterian............... 
Reformed Presbyterian.......... 
Protestant Episcopal............. 
Reformed Episcopalian.......... 
Reformed (Dutch)............ PIRE] 
Roman Catholic..................... 


Rittings. 


esssssssavasascessesecósececon 


escsscsascsscsacs|)nso 


Unitarian ..................... eese. 8 
Universalist........ Saasnesievaseueacee 4 
Miscellaneous (comprising . 8 
denominations)................ 
500 400,000 


The number of Protestant communicants Mr. 
Jackson givs as follows: 


Communicants, 


Protestant church organizations. 
1 Baptist 
2 Methodist..................... 
3 Presbyterian Ses 
4 Protestant Episcopalian....... 
5 Reformed (Dutch)............... 
Smaller denominations............ 


This is à beggarly showing. New York city has a 
population of about a million and a half. Less than 
one hundred thousand of these, or only one in fif- 
leen, ib appears, are communicants of the Protestant 
churches. The Catholic church sittings are less than 
sixty thousand, but as the Catholic churches are 
filled several times on Sundays, that denomination 
must be allowed more church-goers. Probably a 
quarter of a million would not be a high estimate. 
‘But that would bring the church attendants of New 
York under four hundred thousand, or less than one 
in four of New York’s population. 

Yet this beggarly minority hav the assurance to 
imagin that they are divinely endowed with the right 
to control the rest of the people of New York. 

——— —9 9— — — — 
Papal Benedictions Only Matters of Courtesy. 


On Mr. Pecci’s birthday the parishioners of Dr. 
McGlynn sent a cablegram of congratulation. The 
pope sent back the following message in Latin : 

“ Your telegram most acceptable was to the sovereign pon- 
tif who returning thanks to the reverend McGlynn to you 
and to the faithful of the parish the apostolic benediction 
most lovingly imparts.” 

The receipt of this gave the faithful of St. Stephen’s 
much joy, because they thought it indicated, by the 
inclusion of “Alumnus McGlynn,” that the pope 
would restore the suspended priest to his parish, and 


sit down hard upon Archbishop Corrigan. Their joy 
has since been subdued to find the blessing only an | 
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empty compliment. Cardinal Simeoni has followed 
the blessing with this explanation: 


** Behold the true origin of the blessing bestowed by the 
pontiff to the graduate [Dr. McGlynn], and to the faithful 
parish : The pontiff on the occasion of the anniversary of his 
creation and coronation received innumerable telegrams. To 
them all an answer was given according to custom, but only 
as a matter of politeness and compliment.” 


This dashes the hopes of Dr. MeGlynn's followers, 
and sets at rest the controversy which had arisen 
over the pope’s message. That the explanation adds 
to the market value of papal blessings we do not 
think is shown. 


— ee 


Editorial Notes. 


A MAs8AOHUSETTS paper says that in some churches there 
is more rejoicing-over one wealthy pew-holder who pays one 
hundred dollars, than over ninety and nine young converts 
who pay a dollar each. The cause of rejoicing is the extra 
dollar. : 


Tue Methodist Year Book claims that the Methodist 
church in the United States has 4,000,000 members, with 
11,000,000 others who are believers in Methodism. "This givs 
that sect more than one-fourth of the population of the coun- 
try. The church owns $103,000,000 worth of property—un- 
taxed, of course. 


PETER PRU RN 

James A. Briss, the Boston medium, has been arrested by 
the United States authorities for improperly using the mails. 
It is charged that he advertised to answer all sorts of ques- 
tions in sealed letters, without breaking thc seal, for $2, but 
when the money was sent the questioners received no reply. 
Mr. Bliss asserts his innocence, and says that as his trust is 
in God, he knows he shall be able to prove it. 


New Yorx city possesses at present either the most liberal 
officials it has ever had, or the most astute politicians. If a 
bill, drafted by the excise commissioners at the suggestion of 
Mayor Hewitt, becomesa law, the German vote will assuredly 
go to the County Democracy, for the bill provides that in the 
discretion of the excise commissioners they may issue special 
licenses for the sale of beer, wine, and ale after 1 p.m. on 
Sundays. This is the bill the Germans long hav wanted. 


Spzaxine of Anthony Comstock, who has recently arrested 
the principals in a hog-guessing match in a little country vil- 
lage in this state, the New York Sun says: ‘‘The man is 
making an intolerable nuisance of himself. The next we 
hear of him he will probably be nosing around to catch peo- 
ple matching quarters or engaging in a chicken rafile, to stop 
boys at marbles, or arrest the girls who sell tickets for a 
grab-bag at a church fair. There is such a thing as making 
the world so proper that existence would be unendurable.” 


Tur New York Herald grows sarcastic. The Rev. Mr. 
Duncan, of Chicago, recently said of his church that ''it 
seems to be a rendezvous for the oddest lot of dried up, sour 
old Christians you ever knew. I've been pitching into them 
lately. I well know they are alive, if I can arouse a little 
spunk in them. What they will do with me I don't know. 
Fire me, perhaps.” Quoting his remarks, the Herald ob- 
serves: ‘‘ Yes, ‘fire me,’ expresses it quite well. But when 
his exit is announced, it will read, ‘The Rev. Mr. Duncan 
has been called to a wider field of usefulness.’” 


Pror. Sr. Gzor@z Mivarr, who is a Roman Catholic, has 
an article in the Forum to explain that ' confidence in the 
perdurability of the [Roman Catholic] church " is sustained 
by the fact that the church changes its mind abont things ns 
often as occasion arises. In his own words (lest it should 
be thought that any paraphrase might misrepresent him): 
“ Little by little the invincible advance of historical, as of 
other, science permeates and transforms the whole Catholic 
body, and ultimately reacts upon the supreme head.” The 
infallibility of this church seems to rest upon the fact that it 
never acknowledges a mistake. 


In the annual report of the inspector of the Milwaukee 
House of Correction ane some figures which will please our 
religious friends. . During the year there were confined in 
the prison 1,624 persons, mostly of the male sex. They were 
of all nationalities and trades, though about one-half were 
Americans. In religion the sects were represented as follows : 
Catholic... 796 | Universalist... |... ses 1 


Lutheran............ eee 455 | DOW eve deters ese de Ea RA eed T 
Methodi:t....... " . 64; Quaker...... eee 1 


. 20|Infidel........ eee 
6. No religion............ ee 155 


4 
| 1,62 
We are afraid the Methodist Advocate will think there are 
not enough Methodists and Congregationalists in the list, but 
Dr. Buckley must recollect that the northwest is settled 
largely by north of Europe people who take naturally to 
either Lutheranism or Catholicism. The figures are frorn 


the report as given by the Milwaukee Sentinel. 
St 


By authority of the General Council of the Internationa 
"Federation of Frecthinkers, and under the auspices of the 
National Secular Society, the International Freethought Con- 
gress for 1887 is appointed to be held in London on Septem- 
ber 10th, 11th, and 12th. Freethinkers of all nations are ear- 
nestly invited to send delegates. The meetings will be held 
in the Hall of Science, 142 Old street, E.C. The secretary 
of the general council is M. Napoleon Navez, Rue de la Pro- 
vence (Nord), Antwerp, Belgium. The arrangements in Eng- 
land will be made under the direction of C. Bradlaugh, 20 
Circus Road, St. John's Wood, London, N.W., to whom 
communications should be addressed. 


Reformed church.. 
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Letters from friends. 


New Era, Mion., Feb. 22, 287. 
Me. Epiror: I may say in passing Taz TRUTH SEEKER is 
improving, and the beauty of it is that its editor givs and 
takes blows with such good humor; and, ‘‘O Lawd Gawd 
Almighty come down on dat Heston, and don't send yo' son 
to squelch him. No boy ken do dat job." Right glad am I 
to see the Science Column. Tax TRUTH SEEKER is just hell, 

and I would not hav it if it was anything else. 
J. M. Logan. 


Bavaria, Kan., Feb. 15, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: Not to flatter, or to appear as in any way a 
vain prompter, I wish to express my sincere and overflowing 
admiration for S. P. Putnam’s lecture denominated, ‘‘ Uni- 
versal Mental Liberty.” It was from beginning to end a 
clear-cut and concise statement of truths, every one a telling 
fact to one who is not so near dead in the sublimely ridicu- 
lous as to not permit himself to look upon an open, demon- 

strated truth. l A. K. Morr. 


Port CrıNrton, O., March 1, 1887. 

Mr. Eprrog&: Inclosed find $10, and the names of five 
new Subscribers, who, I feel quite confident, wil remain 
with you during life. 

I hav had my last year's papers bound, and they make a 
very handsome book. I am passing it around among my 
friends, and I hope soon to be able to send you some more 
names. Wishing you much prosperity, 

I remain, ` 


GREENWICH VILLAGE, Mass., Feb. 22, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed you will find $1. I hav taken THE 
TRUTH SEEKER some time, and like it very much, pictures 
and all, and am sorry that some professing to be Liberals feel 
such a tender regard for the old superstitions of the church 
as to be grieved by the pictures. In my opinion they are do- 
ing a vast amount of good by showing the inconsistencies of 
the Christian theory to those who would not take the trouble 

to read. ` CHANDLER M. Powers. 


W. S. FLAUGHTER. 


SAORAMENTO, CAL., Feb. 12, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed you will find $5 for books. 

Itake nine papers. I would not part with the glorious old 
TRUTH SEEKER for all the papersin Christendom. I hav each 
volume handsomely bound, and contribute a portion of the 
same, with many other bound volumes of Freethought works, 
to the tity free library, where I trust they will be read by 
many truth seekers. I rejoice over the pictures by Watson 
Heston. 'They are just the thing to open the eyes of the 
blind. Long liv Watson Heston. He is doing a good work. 
Go on with the pictures. 

I must say a word in praise of the political outlook. A 
strike with the ballot isthe only effectiv way for labor to gain 
its rights in this country. When the wage slaves learn to 
apply the ballot to their interest, then, and not till then, will 
their wrongs be righted. R. BUTTERFIELD. 


WAXNESBURG, PA., March 1, 1887. 
Mz. Epnrron: Find inclosed $3. The orthodox here hav 
had a devil of a time with a young student by the name of 
Day. The young man does not believe the whale swallowed 
Jonah, and they do not want such young men in the schoo] 
for fear they might prevent some other student from being & 
preacher. "There are but five outspoken Liberals in Waynes- 
burg. I was the first one to introduce Tug TRUTH SEEKER 
in the town. My son, H. Clay Luse, went to college for 
three or four years, and he did not attend church as much as 
they would hav liked him to do. Finally he quit the school, 
they having threatened to expel him from college. He is 
now helping Mr. Watts to run a paper in Toronto, Canada. 
It is starting off very well. I hope it may be a success. 
The Secular thought papers are hard to run. That kind of 
doctrin is unpopular. Success to all Liberal papers. 
SAMUEL LUSE. 


OGDEN, Uras, Feb. 24, 1887. 
` Mr. Eprror: It is with much sorrow I hav to inform you 
of the departure from earth-life of our late friend and fellow- 
worker, Robert Wilson. 

He was an old acquaintance, and atrongly attached to the 
cause of the Secular Union, and had made a lecturing tour 
in southern Utah with good effect. He worked hard in the 
cause of the rights of labor and of freedom from the power 
of priesthood of the Utah saints, and with all the efforts of 
@ true friend of the masses subjected to that power, and 

. against the powers of the church and Christianity in general. 

He was a Knight of Labor, and had fulfilled several mis- 
sions in this vicinity, and worked with indefatigable zeal for 
the rights and progress of that order, and was just appointed 
to take charge of a coóperativ institution of that body, when 
he took ill suddenly and died in two daysafter. The Knights 
of Labor took charge of his body, and his remains were re- 
spectably attended to on Sunday, the 20th inst., with all the 
honors and respect of that brotherhood, while his widow and 
family were waited upon and consoled in a more substantial 
way than by words of condolence. 

He had grown to be a substantial and earnest worker in 
the cause of emancipation from religious and political bond- 
age, and his loss will be severely felt by all his -brother- 
laborers for the general good of humanity. 

He passed away on the 15th inst., in the fifty-sixth year 
of his age. He was so earnest in his mission that he did not 
wish to leave his work in its present stage, and reluctantly 
yielded to the inevitable. 

I had intended to be present at his funeral, and had pre- 
pared an address and some suitable selections for the occa- 
sion, but was unable to be there, in consequence of a severe 


cold I received the day before, which deprived me of the 
power to speak loud enough to be heard. 

He was an intimate acquaintance, a friend and neighbor 
for over twenty years, and will be much missed and lamented 
by, d Yours truly, Joun A. Josr. 


Kineston, N. M., Feb. 10, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $2.50 for your valuable paper, 
which I think the grandest educator of the age. Mine is the 
only number of the grand old TRUTH SEEKER taken at this 
place. I hav tried to get the newsdealer here to keep them, 
but he was afraid he might lose some orthodox custom, 
should they see a copy of so Liberal a paper on his tables. 
There are very few outspoken Liberals in this community. 
We need a few lectures from Putnam, Reynolds, or Watts. 
Although not yet cursed with any church, we hav been over- 
run with sky-pilots, some four reverends being among us at 
one time. And how they tried to cut each other's throats! 
It was really amusing for an outsider to watch them. So far 
their presence here has amounted to naught, except to get 
one of them into quite serious trouble. He has left us to our. 
sins, and the country would be well rid of all his kind. 

Iloan my paper, when I can, to parties who I think are 
thirsting for truth and knowledge; but Í find it rather an 
up-hill business trying to convince people of the error of their 
ways.who hav had superstition trotted into them while upon 
their mother’s knee. You know yourself how hard it is to 
unlearn what we hav learned amiss. J. C. BURGE. 


. Linootn, ILL., March 1, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: On Saturday, the 26th inst., I went over to 
Minier to hear J. E. Remsburg discourse on the themes that 
go with liberty. At Atlanta Ifell in with James Tuttle, a 
sentinel on the front outposts for fifty years, who now re- 
joices that he sees the army coming at last. He has been a 
reader of your paper from the first number in Paris, Ill. On 
arriving we were happy to meet Dr. Nicolay, Jacob Schaff, 
Mr. Briggs, and @ host of others, who had everything ready 
for a lecture. We found Mr. Remsburg, a trim, black- 
headed, gentlemanly man of thirty-nine—an earnest, persist- 
ent, patient, and engaging speaker, who has his subjects, 
points, and facts in wonderful readiness, and he had large 
and intelligent crowds. Hearty responses were given, when, 
with biting sarcasm, he held up the skeleton of the church 
with her ‘‘ False Claims.” ‘‘ The Fathers of the Republic” 
were seen, as it were, when their portraits were presented. 
** The Apostle of Liberty" was listened to with close atten- 
tion. ''Bible Morals” opened wide their eyes on Monday 
night. The universal verdict was that the lectures paid every 
one who listened. Yours, A. R. CRIHFIELD. 


QREELEY, Cor., March 2, 1887. 

Mr. EnprroR: Inclosed find $9. The pictures in your 
paper are of great benefit to children, as well as. pleasure. 
My eldest 80n, who is eight years of age, is very much in- 
terested in them, and always asks questions until he under- 
Stands the characters thoroughly. His teacher in the public 
school is a stanch Methodist, and takes particular pains to 
instruct the children accordingly; but I told the little boy to 
tell her that I did not desire him taught superstition, as he 
could learn better about the Bible at home. 

A few days ago his teacher was catechizing the school, and 
asked, ‘‘ Who were the first people that inhabited the Gar- 
den of Eden?" The little Infidel, being the first to raise his 
hand, immediately answered, ** Adam and Eve.” She asked 
him, ‘‘How do you know?" His answer was, “I read it 
in Tue TRUTH SEEKER.” She asked ‘‘ Who tempted Eve 
to Eat of the fruit ?" and he again answered, *' The serpent.” 
She looked at him in surprise, and asked from whence he 
gained his information. He replied, ‘‘ We read THE TRUTH 
SEEKER, and it has pictures of all of those things in the 
Bible.” She had nothing more to say. Let the good work 
go forward, for the children of to-day will be the men and 
women of the future. Evran C. STILLWELL. 


MONTPELIER, IND., March 10, 1887. 

Mr. Enprror :* I hav been a careful reader of your paper for 
several years, and noted the tyranny and persecution that 
reformers hav received, and the desire expressed by Brother 
C. B. Reynolds that Liberals should organize and combine to 
protect each other from such persecution. The brother is 
now experiencing the need of such aid. Less than one year 
agol had our school-house locked almost in my face by a 
Sunday-school teacher at the adjournment of their school for 
fearI might say something that would not suit their orthodox 
views. For want of organization the Liberal element may 
be compared to dry, fallen leaves blown pell-mell by a whirl- 
wind, orthodoxy disrespecting and calumniating their char- 
acter and motivs without proper regard for truth, gagging 
them and cramming its dogmas into them at every opportu- 
nity. I hav for several years seen the necessity of more 
closely organizing the Liberal element irrespectiv of Mate- 
rialism, Spiritualism, or any other ism except free, untram- 
meled search for fact or truth, and progression. The 
reformer has all manner of falsehood, fraud, and corruption 
to contend with; therefore I am in favor of a secret order 
with initiation fees and monthly dues—secret because we hav 
to deal with fraud and deceit; and fees and dues to insure a 
treasury on which we can depend, and know what our re- 
sources are. 

I would recommend that our business meetings be secret, 
all other meetings public; that it be made a school to teach 
each other to liv in harmony with the law of our existence 
here, teaching the idea of a higher manhood and woman- 
hood and the harmonious blending of nature’s laws when 
demonstrated as science; these as the true morality. 

A life insurance I think is not practicable, because the nec- 
essary dues to support the insurance would be so heavy that 
the average Liberal cannot pay them and meet other expenses. 


We need our means now to educate ourselvs to not need leg- 
acies for the future generations, but wide-awake, just, and 
honest self-reliance. 

A proper appreciation of the true principle or genius of 
human liberty and equality is the best legacy our children 
can inherit. I hav no desire to run things were I capable, 
but would like to see attained a more thorough, helping, and 
activ organization of Liberals generally, and would like to 
hear from others interested in the subject. I cannot treat in 
detail in this brief article, but wish to call attention to the 
subject, feeling that it is one that more than almost any. 
other should claim the attention of reformers. 

WILLIAM ALLEN. 


CorvuMBus, Kan., Feb. 15, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav read with great pleasure J. E. Rems- 
burg's lecture, ** The Fathers of Our Republic," and would 
&dvise everyone to buy and read it. It proves most con- 
clusivly that not only Paine, but Jefferson, Washington, and 
Franklin were Freethinkers, and Deists, or Atheists. It 
proves that they were world-wide humanitarians, and that 
they all, more or less, despised and rejected priestcraft and 
religious bigotry, and that their spirit and purpose was to 
keep church and state entirely separate, and, as Dr. Frank- 
lin said, ‘‘ Let every tub stand on its own bottom.” . Dr. 
Franklin’s expressions of his contempt for the inhuman ab- 
surdities of orthodoxy are very clear, comprehensiv, and 
striking. 

Mr. Remsburg’s logical deductions from and comments on 
the authentic and historical quotations from each of these 
great men, in his clear, comprehensiv style, are seldom sur- 
passed. : 

Iam impressed that if the truth was known about the 
opinions of several other lesser lights (fathers of our 
republic), it would prove that they, too, were more or less 
heretical, and that orthodoxy holds them under ''false 
claims.” J. H. Coor. 


New Harrrorp, Iowa, Feb. 21, 1887. 

Mr. EprroR: In Tar TaurH SEEKER of February 19th M. 
Burgess and Milton Thornburgh object to the illustrations, 
and D. Louis Bodge objects to what he calls ** that dreadful 
bobtailed spelling of hav, giv, and liv,” and wants your 
readers to vote on it. I giv my vote to leave out all the 
silent letters possible, but think your taking a few-words at a 
time is probably better than to makea wholesale slaughter of 
the nuisance at once. Fool spelling has got to go under. 
The time was when we could not plow without a plough; and 
the time will soon come, I hope, when a man will laf and 
not disturb the meeting, as he does now when he laughs. 
As to the illustrations, if Mr. Burgess and Mr. Thornburgh 
willtake the pains to show their papers and watch the re- 
sult, they will find one average illustration will drive more 
superstition out of a man in a minute than they could by talk 
intwo hours. Mr. Heston's illustrations always speak for 
themselvs, leaving no chance for argument, and they are the 
grandest thing ever thought of for missionary work, as a 
wayfaring man, though (better tho) a fool, invariably tum- 
bles to the racket. I never had aman ask to borrow my 
paper until since the illustrations appeared; now they bor- 
row it and show it to their friends, and the result is more 
Infidels. Let me thank Tug TRUTH SEERER and Mr. Heston 
for the good the illustrations hav done, and are doing, and 
ask that never less than two a week be given us. 

Mex PreROE. 


LEXINGTON, KY., March 16, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: I am weary of presenting facts to Christians; 
I would rather send them where they will, I trust, be further 
investigated. A late writer (Lilly) states that St. Augustine 
gloried in the fact that the date of the downfall of the Roman 
empire was that of the triumph of Christianity. I glory in — 
the circumstance that the noble Romans; neither in tempest 
or sunshine, were known to stoop to put a man on the rack 
for the sake of his religious opinions. When Alaric entered 
Rome, he found one man worshiping Hercules and another 
Apollo, as his judgment dictated. St. Augustine attributed 
the reform of his own character to the perusal of the works 
of Cicero, Plato, and the Stoics, though, like other crack- 
brained persons, he finally went over to Plotinus (a weak 
philosopher), to the Neo-Platonists, and Christianity. The 
Stoics hav taught the world the stern principles of truth and 
morality; how to preserve the dignity of human nature from 
shipwreck; how to liv and die with a mild intrepidity which 
Christians know not how to imitate. 

Emerson hints that when the blood is loth to leave the 
arteries—when the mind passes gently from feeling to form 
—then the noblest acts and demonstrations appear, but it 
cannot be denied that the true religion of nature, Which fur- 
nishes the purest and sweetest conceptions, arises when no 
passionate flush of strength clouds the brain, whose holiest 
dreams spring from the pressure of poverty and sorrow. A 
gentle, useful life will then be substituted for fanaticism. 


-We have found a pure region. There is no temptation there, 


no cloud of error or vice darkens that pure sky forever- 
more. Miss Gibson wishes to behold the arrest of an impos- 
tor. I would not dare to obstruct the course of free speech. 
The simpletons who listen to impostors might as well be 
locked up in a school where they could be taught the differ- 
ence between error and truth. 

The '* Catholic curse” caused some excitement here, and 
some were kind enough to say that no such anathema was 
used by that church. But I turned to the twenty-eighth 
chapter of Deuteronomy, which settled the question. Means 
to a useful end and morality for all is creed sufficient for all 
men who hav bid a final farewell to the sphere of monkey- 
dom. Take notice that Mr. Parkes, of this county, em- 
ploys monkeys as hemp-breakers in preference to negroes. 
A great professor, standing high in the Kentucky University 
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in the face of these facts, declares that monkeys hav no 
- thirst for knowledge—that idiots hav that thirst for knowl- 
edge. I wonder if an idiot could break hemp to Mr. Parke's 
satisfaction. He has not the thirst which makes a good 
hemp-breaker. Respected savants, who write for Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, delay not one moment; leave everything! Hasten 
to this seat of learning, and sit at the feet of this illustrious 
sage, who has given printed publicity to this opinion. But 
such purposeless analysis would not suit Emerson. He 
would prefer a useful synthesis in the shape of a man or 
monkey, who could earn and faithfully work for a living. 
ALHAZA. 


FRurTLAND, Mion., Feb. 18, 287. 

-Mr. Eprron: Inclosed I send two dollars to apply on Taz 
TRUTH ÑEEKER. 

I am in my sixty-fourth year, and am trying to open 
upa new farm in a heavy timbered country. In August, 
1885, I was struck by a log and had my knee dislocated, and 
hav not done a day's work since. In October last I was 
'" prosecuted by one of God's holy saints for $2,000. The cir- 
cumstances are these: I was the owner of a harmless shep- 
herd dog which the holy man's daughter took every oppor- 
tunity of teasing and abusing on my own premises till he 
finally bit her; hence the prosecution. I am an outspoken 
Infidel; everyone knows it for miles around; but I hav 
heard of only two persons who take his part, and I must giv 


the Wesleyan Methodists, of which sect he is a member, the 


credit of being opposed to him in his unjust prosecution. 


I like Tne TRUTH SEEKER, but I was shocked to see that 
you should espouse the cause of the infernal Chicago cat- 
throats. They and their ilk are mostly escaped jail-birds of 
Europe, the very offscouring of the earth. They claim that 
the world owes them a living, but being too lazy and shiftless 
to earn it themselvs they seek to get it by murdering and 
robbing the honest, industrious, hard-working people of this 
country. It is with deep sorrow and shame that I saw 
I believe you hav thereby 
injured your paper hundreds of dollars, and set back Liberal- 
ism for ascore of years at least. It can’t be for the reason that 
you like to take the part of the poor and down-trodden, for 
the very same class hav been robbing, murdering, and mal- 
treating the poor, honest, hard-working, docil, and long- 
suffering John Chinaman for years, and you hav never yet 
raised your voice or pen in his behalf, to my knowledge. If 
I am sorry 
Tar Trurs SEEKER has departed from its original design, 
which was, as I understood, to advocate the cause of Free- 
thought in religious matters; but you seem to hav left that 
mainly to others, and hav gone to dabbling in politics and 


you espouse their cause. 


that is being a Freethinker, then I am not one. 


several other kinds of ics, for all which I am profoundly sorry. 


But I will quit scolding. You doubtless think you are right 
| It is merely a difference of opinion be- 
tween us. Tue TRUTH. SEEKER is yet the best paper pub. 


and Ithink I am.. 


lished; there are many very good things printed in it, so I 
will take it à while longer. I hav not seen anything of the 
hair-snake controversy for a long time. I hav seen numbers 
of these snakes in the state of Pennsylvania. They were al- 
ways called living horse hairs by everyone, and were be- 
lieved to be such by all. They certainly looked like it. 
There was one circumstance in regard to them that seems to 
substantiate the theory, and that is that they were always 
seen in mud puddles in the road a few daysafter a shower of 
rain in the heat of summer, and at no other time or place. 
Yours truly, Joun SHUEY. 


l OAKLAND, Feb. 11, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: In reading Taz TRUTH SEEKER of February 
5th, I find an article from the San Francisco Argonaut which 
makes mention of the savior's cross. It tells us the piece 
of rotten wood, or rather the sacred splinter, or portion of it, 
was obtained by the archbishop of St. Francis's church. Tam 
truly glad to know that it has the miraculous power of re- 
producing; should multiplication fail, I should be entirely 
out of splinters, as Tam the possessor of a piece of the true 
cross, a8 well as other sacred relics. I will simply mention 
afew of them. My husband and I attended a masquerade 
ball recently. He sustained the character of a priest, and 
consequently had a large number of sacred relics for sale for 
the benefit of the Catholic church. He had the backbone of a 
snake that St. Patrick drove out of Ireland ; also the finger-nail 
of St. Veronica, and the pencil that Adam wrote the names 
of the animals with; also St. Peter’s key, and the piece of 
‘money found in the fish’s mouth by St. Peter; one hair from 
the beard of Mohammed; nails from the ark and first taber- 
nacle; brick from the tower of Babel; whalebone from the 
whale that swallowed Jonah, and last but not least, a piece of 
the true cross, and prayer-book with the picture of the holy 
mother of God to protect him. The reporters took it in asa 
huge burlesque. The highest price on those relics was one 
thousand dollars, the lowest twenty-four dollars. 

We are expecting a rich treat when Samuel Putnam comes 
to Oakland ; we need a Liberal lecturer here so much, to sus- 
tain our cause for liberty and humanity. Iam glad that Mr. 
Reynolds’s case was postponed. I should think that the bab- 
oons of Morris county would be ashamed of their actions to- 
ward him. We attended the Paine celebration in San Fran- 
cisco, which was a grand success—good music and the best 
of speakers engaged for the occasion. 

The cartoons are fine; long liv Watson Heston. He must 
certainly hav 4 bright intellect, as well as a great deal of 
moral courage, to illustrate the teachings of the holy Bible, 
book divine, just in the way and manner he does. We put 
the pictures in our scrap-book, and I must ccnfess it is one 
of the most Radical scrap-books I hav ever seen. I hav often 
shown it to my Christian friends, as I am a very outspoken 
Agnostic at all times. What little light I hav received I do 
not propose to hide under a bushel. Iam convinced that if 
J believed in a personal God, and devil, and burning hell, I 


should hav more friends, but I prefer nothing but solid facts, 
and we hav that in our library. Books are good company. 
Iam muck pleased with John Peck’s writings. He might 
be termed a whole bushel, unless he turns Spiritualist, like 
Col. John Kelso. I, for one, cannot find facts strong enough 
to sustain a belief in Spiritualism, but Kelso seems to sus- 
tain it by the Bible. I hav read his “ Deity Analyzed,” but 
his latest production I hav not seen as yet. I wish you suc- 
cess in your battle for truth and liberty in this religiously su- 
perstitious land of ours. My husband talks ef visiting New 
York next August. I don’t suppose he will be long in find- 
ing the office of the grand old TRUTH SEEKER. 
; ; Mrs. A. H. Somov. 


Bovuntirot, Uran, Feb. 8, 1887. 

Mr. Epiro: Please find inclosed $3, which you will giv 
me credit for on my subscription to THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
Circumstances will not permit at present, or I would send 
more. I am doing all I can to help Freethought along. I 
hav a good hall, which at any time is open to a Freethought 
lecturer. Iam in hopes that friend S. P. Putnam will giv us 
a call on his trip West. I think we can get a good houseful, 
but I am sorry to say that many of our Freethought people 
as a rule are very backward in helping the cause of Free- 
thought. Here in Utah people hav been so badly deceived 
that itis a difficult thing to get them to assist in financial 
matters, and the only way to get these people to work with 
us is to prove to them that our cause is just, our intentions 
good, with the hope of breaking the bond of priestcraft, and 
willing at all times to help out anyone in the mud. 

Now, in order to show the readers of THE TRUTH SEEKER 
how the so-called Infidels in this country are looked upon as 
being beyond redemption, and held up to the world as of 
the lowest class—too low to be charitable or to.do one kind 
act for their fellow-man—I wil! giv them an idea how some 
of our Christian people show their willingness to help their 
fellow-man when in the mud. I do not wish to hav it under- 
stood that I hav no faults, but we hav a motto, ** Do unto 
others as we would they should do unto us," and I hope all 
Freethinkers will observe this. I was raised in the Mormon 
church, and not being willing to uphold the doctrins of Mor- 
monism, I was excommunicated from priestly circles, and 
ever since hav been boycotted to the fullest extent. A pre- 
tended friend of mine came along one morning on his way to 
the city, with a large pair of horses. He stopped and asked 
me if I was not ready to let him baptize me, as it would make 
a better man of me. I told him if I could only believe that 
baptism would be the cause of my becoming a better man, I 
would willingly receive the baptism. At that he left me on 
his way, little thinking that I was soon coming behind him. 


We had not been far on the road, when we overtook a young 


man, with a load of hay, stuck in the mud. This good saint 
who was 80 anxious to baptize me, and a number of others, 
passed the young man by without offering assistance; but as 
soon as I came along—the Infidel, who was thought by all 
to be the last one to lend a helping hand—I pulled him out, 
although the young man was a member of the church. Not 
that I had a better team than the others, for it was not so 
good. One horse was a colt that had never pulled on a load, 
and how he would act I could not tell. It happened that a 
lady friend was riding with me, and made the remark, Why 
did not some of the brethren with good teams lend a hand?” 
I told her that in my travels if there was anyone in the mud, 
I or some other Infidel was always ready to lend a helping 
hand. At any rate, I hitched my team on the front of the 
team with the load of hay, and getting three good pulls, the 
load came out. The young man thanked me, and I drove 
away. The next day this same saint, in company with a 
number of others, wished to know if he should baptize me 
for the remission of my sins and the reception of the Holy 
Ghost. I said, ‘‘No; not a man of your stamp, who would 
pass by his fellow-man in the time of need. Your baptism,” 
said I, ‘‘ would not do me any good, and as for the reception 
of the Holy Ghost, if that is the kindness you are filled with, 
I hav no use for it.” S. HALES. 


Laxe Ciry, Ia., eb. 24, 1887. 
Mz. Epiror: I wish to say a few words in connection with 
the very remarkable article appearing in your paper of the 
19th inst. under the signature of the Rev. S. B. Hurlbut. 
His statements appear honestly made, in all candor. But, 
pardon me, dear readers, if I cannot accept his last state- 
ment as true. Pll state what I know about snake bites and 
cancers. I know what appeared to be simple medicins hav 
cured cancers when the blood was perfectly pure, and no re- 
liance was -placed in faith. I know simple remedies hav 
cured the worst of snake bites. I will giv a case in point. I 
once had a colt bitten by a copperhead snake, the worst case 
of poison ever known in that country. After it was swollen 
from foot to body, and a blubber formed at the breast larger 
than a peck measure, cracking in all shapes, with a greenish, 
bloody liquid oozing therefrom, a neighbor man called in 
to see the cólt. It was then extremely bad. Said he, “ Why 
do you not cure it ?” 
* Not so; it can be cured, and that easily." ‘Very well, 
you can hav the colt for one dollar." “I do not want your 
colt, but go, and go quick, and get plenty of the spirits of 
turpentine and saturate all swollen parts effectually uutil 
cured." I went without faith, simply to please a kind 
neighbor. Ireturned with the medicin, made two applica- 
tions, and all poison disappeared in four hours, and never re- 
appeared, as is common in such cases. Many persons were 
cured in the same way—simply saturated raw cotton and put 
to the wound, or, if on finger or toe, put the wound in a ves- 
sel of turpentine, and as sure as the Lord made “little po- 
tatoes ” a cure will be effected, faith or no faith. I had no 
faith in regard to my colt, and I know the colt could not hav 
had. Had he been placed in fire his sufferings, to all appear- 
ance, could not be greater than they were while the turpen- 


‘Because it is past all redemption." |: 
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tine was drawing out the poison. But people say if the ap- 
plication is made soon after the bite there is no great pain at- 
tending the cure. All the reverend gentleman has said is 
easy enough to believe until we come to the leg-setting busi- 
ness—that is a stunner. It puts me in mind of a good, noble, 
kind-hearted man I knew nearly fifty years ago. No man 
had more friends; kind in sickness and a good neighbor. 
But alack! and alas! he would look you square in the face 
with those pretty soft eyes of his for hours, and tell you all 
about having been bewitched, and what a vast amount of 
milling he had to perform as a horse, and the various ways 
he had undertaken to find out who was bewitching him ; all 
‘| to no avail. The first thing he would know after the bit 
would leave the mouth he would be standing in his yard in 
his night clothes. Now, this man was deceived, or trying to 


make people wonder—which? Now,if all be true we hav 


heard, there is no man living or dead could do more at heal- 
ing the afflicted than one of our Iowa men. 


He claimed no 
supernatural power, nor asked for faith, but he was almost & 
walking galvanic battery. He used no medicin, but when 
sick enough he died like other men. Now, Rev. Mr. Hurl- 
but, are you very sure the old black lady's leg was broken 
square off? It may be true, as you state, when the laws of 
nature are reversed, but not until then. If you can do what 
you claim in the way of healing a broken limb, you can make 
your millions in Iowa. Yes,come at once! Stop not to 
preach, teach, or pray, but come right along; it is now 
toboggan time with us. Isend youa dollarforHeston. Thc 
picture of his ** Saint Triumphant” is worth at least five dol- 
lars. Were I rich I would surely help Heston. Weare hav- 
ing a revival here now. I shall take some pains to show 
them one saint at least. J. L. Tomprrins. 


BzrviDERE, ILL., Feb. 10, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: I believe that the best place for preaching 
the gospel of Freethought is within the enemy's camp. It is 
very well to express our opinions in Liberal papers, but the 
trouble is, it is only Freethinkers who read them, and so the 
Shots fired fall short of the game. I hav had at different 
times some of my Freethought views published in our county 
papers. I had to be very careful in my language, to nvoid 
harsh expressions, to be a8 polite and gentlemanly as possi- 
ble, for I hav learned that if I did not do so, they would not 
be printed, or if they were it would arouse the rage of church 
people to such a degree as to prevent my getting access to 
the papers again. The fact is, the church has got a first 
mortgage on nearly all our secular papers. In consequence 
of the views published, I hav had some replies, one from onc 
of our most intelligent and influential citizens. He pre- 
sented me with Professor Fisher's reply to Robert G. Inger- 
soll, and begged me to read it carefully, for its logic was un- 
answerable. lasked him if he had read Ingersoll’s article, 
that called forth Fisher's reply. He said he did not remem- 
ber; he did not know that Fisher's was a reply to any argu- 
ment of Ingersoll's. 'Would you believe it, the church peo- 
ple hav printed Fisher's reply to Iugersoll without Ingersoll's 
name being mentioned, or any intimation in it that it isa 
reply to him. I asked my friend if he thought it honest to | 
present the case in that shape—would it not be more honest 
to print both articles in the same book, and leave the reader 
to judge between them? Was it honest to keep dark about 
the other article? He replied that he did not think it proper 
for Christians to lend their aid in spreading Infidel literature. 
Laccepted his book thankfully, and promised to read it care- 
fully if he would promis to read Ingersoll’s. *'For, you 
see,” says I, "there can be no danger, for Fisher has the 
last word, and, as you say, knocks Ingersoll all to smash." 
Well, he promised to read Ingersoll’s, and I took Fisher’s 
reply home, and did read it carefully, and must say that it is 
the best defense of Christianity of any work that I hav read. 
I do not know whether there is any published reply to it or 
not. If there is not, I think it would be worth while for 
some able thinkerto reply toit. Christians hav several times 
called my attention to it, from which I conclude that it is 
widely circulated among them. My friend's wife had written 
marginal notes and interlined passages on nearly every page 
to call attention to its strongest points. To follow her exam- 
ple, and for fearthat my friend would fear to read Ingersoll's 
argument—for there is where the greatest trouble is, Chris- 
tians are afraid to read Freethought literature—I wrote 
the following on one of the blank pages of the book contain- 
ing Ingersoll’s and Black's arguments: 

Men of sound intellect, and earnest, honest seeke'8 for truth in 
these enlightened days, demand that both sides of a case should 
be patiently and honestly heard. When the question of God or no 
God, Christianity or Infidelity, or any other question of like nature 
comes before them, when they perceive a disposition in the advo- 
cates of one side to suppress the arguments of the opposit side, 
and insist that only their arguments should be listened to, it is 
evidence to them that those advocates are interested in the success 
of fraud, that their case is a dishonest one; for it isa fact indis- 
putable that it is only fraud that dreads to hear the opposit side. 
Truth always courts, invites, and welcomes investigation. 

Investigation is ever an enemy to fraud; 
Investigation is ever a friend to truth. 
Hear all sides and truth will prosper ; 
Hear only one and fraud will triumph. 

When I handed him the book, I called his attention to the 
above. On reading it he acknowledged its truth, and—well, 
I think he is going to read the book. If he does, and has 
got any brains, he is lost to the church of which he is a prom- 
inent and influential member. 

I inclose a copy of some verses that were published in the 
Belvidere Standard four weeks ago. In them you will per- 
ceive that I hav asked some very important questions of the 
clergy. Strange to say, I hav had no answer from any o 
them yet. Iam afraid that it is because I neglected to offer 
a pecuniary compensation. If that is the reason, to remedy 
it, I am going to offer a reward of $500 for an answer to 
those questions. If that fails, I will then begin to think that 
they cannot answer them, or else they are 80 rich that they 
don’t need any money. Rozerr SwAlIL. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixow, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
. When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour." 


Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—cHARADE. 


T'wo caps combined and joined behind, 
A city’s head must cover; - 
And thus ‘‘ ability ” you find 
To think, dare, do, or suffer. 
—— J. K. P. B. 
2.— OOTAGON. 
. Out of sight. 
. A precious stone. 
A flat fish. 
To follow. . 
. One who debates. 
. That is without. 
. Territory (abbr.). 
Lyons, N. Y. Conran Rooxzr. 


HE OUR ODE 


3.—REBUS. 
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The pride of our republic. 
ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'S OORNER, 
MARORH 5, 1887. 
1.-Cog-i-table. 2.-A small leak will sink a 
great ship. 
8.- 


4.-Your success, my son, depends partly on 
BE and in a measure on sense. 95.-Grid- 
elin. . 

et te ———— 


Correspondence. 


Baxer Orry, Ore., Feb. 14, 1887. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write my first letter to you. I am seven 
years old. I study reading, spelling, writ- 
ing, geography, and arithmetic. I do not go 
to school; mamma teaches me at home. We 
liv in Pocahontas mining district, about eight 
miles from town. I like the Children’s Cor- 
ner in Tak TRUTA SEEKER splendid. Sister 
Pearl joins in sending good wishes. 
Your little friend, Rena Erase. BAISLEY. 


Erx Grovt, CAL., Feb. 19, 1887. 
Drar Miss Wixon: Encouraged in seeing 
my first letter in print, I will try to write a 
second. We hav a nice school, and some of 
the children are little Freethinkers, like me, 
but the most are hide-bound Methodists. In- 
closed you will find $1, for which you will 
please send me your book, the ‘Story 
Hour." We get Toe TnurR Sexrer Thursday 
or Friday, and we all laugh at Mr. Heston’s 
funny pictures. We alllike them very much. 
I hav no brothers and sisters, but I hav a 
papa and mamma, both F'reethinkers. 
I will close with love for you and the chil- 
dren. SUTTON F. COTTRELL. 


HaaznsSTOWN, Wayne Co., Inp.,) 
Feb. 15, 1887. j 

Dear Miss Wixon: As I am a Freethinker, 
and a reader of Tur Truru SEEKER, I will 
write a few lines. There are several Free- 
thinkers here, but some are afraid to own it. 
I was in hopes we could hava lecture here 
this winter, but failed to hav it. Samuel P. 
Putnam wanted to deliver a lecture or two. 
How I do wish we could hav had them, but 
those persons who had the means were afraid 
if they would do much toward a lecture it 
would be hard on their business, and those 
persons who hadn'tthe means would freely 
givif they only could. We had three lect- 
ures here—the first two were delivered two 
years ago, by Charles Watts and Samuel Put- 
nam; the third lecture was delivered over a 
year ago by John E. Remsburg. I never en- 
joyed myself any better than I did at those 
lectures. I wish we could hav a lecture here 
every week or so. There are four churches 
here. It seems so strange to think that peo- 
ple will believe such stories as there are in 
the Bible! I think that Freethought is one of 
the greatest belicfs in the world, yet how 
many hav been put to death on account of 
it—a business that would be carried on to-day 
if the churches had the power! I would so 
much rather talk than write, but as we can- 
not talk, I will just write, but I hope we may 
meet in the near future. I think I shall hav 
to close for this time, or I will take up too 
much of your time. I hope to hear from you 
soon. Yours sincerely, 

Anna M. PiPHER. 
[We heartily reciprocate the wish that we 


shall some day meet and become acquainted. 


The children of the Corner are very dear, and 
we think much of them all.—En». C. C.] 


AUSTIN, Nev., Feb. 14, 1887. 

Drar Miss Wixon: I go to school. Iam 
in the Second Reader. I study spelling, 
writing, and reading. And I liv away off in 
Nevada, in among the silver mines. Some of 
them are very deep. I am a little girl nine 
years old, and this is my first letter. It was 
my little brother who wrote last time, and I 
thought I would like to write, too. Please 
excuse bad spelling. I will do better next 
time. So good-bye from 


Your loving friend, ALLIE Moss. 


Jamesport, Mo., Feb. 21, 287. 

Drar Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write a letter to the Children's Corner to try 
and form acquaintance with the truth seek- 
ers. I scarcely evergo to church. I don't 
believe in ancient tradition. It has too much 
cruelty and superstition. I had rather de- 
pend on the laws of nature. I am twelve 
years old. I went to school this winter. My 
teacher’s name was Mr. Brookshier. I study 
reading, spelling, arithmetic, writing, and 
geography. My father is a subscriber for 
Tus TRUTH SEEKER, and has been for nine 
years. I am just finishing the ‘‘ Story Hour.” 
I think it is noble. We all like the Children’s 
Corner, and Tae Trurs SEEKER also. For 
fear of wearing your patience, I will close. 
This is my first letter, and I hope it will not 
find the way to the waste-basket. 

Your true friend, Lenga A. Eaps. 


Horen, Mo., Feb. 20, 1887. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I told you in my other 
letter that I am a happy little girl nine years 
old, but maybe you hav forgotten me. We 
are all Liberals (I mean our family). Pa 
takes Tug TRUTH SEEKER and the Freethink- 
er's Magazine. Ilike to read all the little let- 
ters in the Children’s Corner. Ido want to 
tel] Stella Anderson that what she wrote 
about thc sisters treating her so badly in a 
Catholic school sounds very unreasonable te 
me. My brother (aged ten) and I hav been 
attending a Catholic school here for two and 
a half years, and they are so kind to me and 
to all that I iove them dearly, and don’t like 
to hear them misrepresented. They never 
ask any but Catholic students into their 
chapel or io study the catechism. I study 
orthography, reading, grammar, second part 
geography, and music. Effe Miller, my good 
ittle friend, and I played a duet at our last 


commencement, and we were much applaud- 


ed; but I think that was because we are 
such small performers on the piano. But I 
must close my letter, with words of love and 
cheer for you and all your readers. 

Cora LEA CARTER. 


3 Sarex, ILL., Feb. 17, 287. 

To Drar MorHER Wixon: I take the lib- 
erty to call you so because I feel that I am 
one of the many hundreds of little chicks 
that hover beneath thy broad and encircling 
wings of liberty, truth, and science. 

I'm highly delighted with the Science Col- 
umn. If there is anything I do like, it is nat- 
ural science. I like to read of the great ages 
whicb rocks teach. 

My father dug a well last fall to the depth 
of forty-two feet of solid sandstone, with the 
exception of nine feet of earth. We found 
embedded into the deep, solid rock a small 
rock bearipg the resemblance to a suspender 
having ridges running the entire length, and 
also inch lines running crosswise. My sup- 
position is that it is an ancient rule. The 
piece blown out was about ten inches in 
length—we do not know the exact length. 
We also found several pieces bearing the re- 
semblance of hickory nuts and walnuts. 

I would like some of our older friends to 
giv me a little light in regard to this measure, 
If they hav any knowledge in regard to 
whether theancients ever used any such meas- 
ures, and about the length of time it has been 
deposited there. 

We hav a society here that has been run- 
ning for abont ten years, callen the Tironian 
Literary Society. I repeated Colonel Inger- 
soll’s “Lay Sermon." Some of the older 
members of the society say that it is the 
grandest piece ever spoken in the society. 
Next night I am going to read them an essay 
on the brain. l am also memorizing the 
** Decoration Day Oration,” delivered in 82, 
as some of the members think there is no one 
capable of delivering an oration. Oh, how I 
would like to hav several of his orations to 
recite to the society! Would that I were 
able, I would hav his entire works. 

Wonder when Mr. G. E. Macdonald is 
going to visit his old home in New Hamp- 
shire, or hear of another Ben Stackpole. The 
piece has been read at the society, and also 
many other pieces taken from Tuer TRUTH 
SEEKER, that ‘‘ terrible Infidel paper.” 

As I hav the opportunity of spreading the 
light of liberty in the society, I intend to do 
what little I can in my weak and humble 
way. I think the scalesare falling from their 
eyes. 

With this I will close, fearing I hav taken 
too much of your valuable space. 

Yours for truth and liberty for all, 

Rurus O. WILLIAMS. 


P.8.—I would like to ask if there is any 
one that knows the words to the song, 
* James Bird?” If so, I would like them to 
be kind enough to send it to me. R.O.W. 


—oh, lots: and lots of them. 


likesea-weed trailed along the shores. 


it. 


Science Column. 


Seven Ages. 

Those who hav made the earth a study, 
looking carefully at its every phase and form- 
ation, at all the different layers that make up 
its crust from top to bottom, examining the 
curious fossils that lie in different portions of 
the same, hav marked out seven great ages or 
divisions of time belonging to the earth’s 
most wonderful and interesting history. 

Weall want to know all about the world we 


liv in, and the division of its varied ages in 


their order renders the learning of them com- 
parativly easy. 

Each -age has a title to distinguish it from 
the others. : : 

Let us see now if you can call them in their 
order: f 

Azoic, Silurian, Devonian, Carboniferous, 
Reptilian, Mammalian, Age of Man. 

That is just right. Now we will see how 
well you can tell the meaning of the seven 
ages. 

The first, or Azo¢c—what does that mean? 
Azote is a Greek word; @ means ‘‘ without,” 
and zoë ‘‘ life "—without life. It means that 
ever and ever so long ago there was 8 great, 
hissing, steaming, surging ocean sweeping 
over the new, infant earth, and not a speck of 
animal or vegetable life anywhere about. All 


was still except the stirring waters. 


They, the waters, were working like yeast, 


you say. Yes, to raise the world. There 


were minerals and rocks then, and that was 


all, with here and there a bit or strip of land. | 


Following this came the Silurian Age. 
The learners and explorers found so many 


fossil mollusks in that part of Wales inhab- 
ited by the Silures, a tribe of ancient Britons, 
that they named this time Stlurian—the age 
of mollusks. 
little, soft, jelly-like creatures living inside of 
hard and bony shells. If we could hav looked 


And mollusks, you know, are 


over the earth then, we would hav seen vari- 
ous kinds of rocks, mud flats, barren sands, 
limestone, shale, and sandstone, and the 
water swarming and alive with lobster-like 
creatures, mussels, and other mollusks. 

The third period is what? Devonian. 
Right. Where does this name come from? 
Devon, in England. 

Yes. Insects came along then, and fishes 
And they had 
wonderfully beautiful scales, very hard and 


horny. 


Different kinds of shells and lovely corals 
also abounded, and long strings of ribbon- 
Grass 
had commenced to grow then, too, rushes 
and straggling, shrubby-like trees, and some 
ferns and handsome mosses. 

Well, then, what was the next great period? 

Carboniferous. Right again. And what 
does that long word mean? The Age of Coal. 
Yes. So much of it there was that this seems 
the most appropriate title that could be given 
And, oh! how wild and rich everything 
was growing then—spongy bogs, and reeds, 
swamps, and great tree-ferns! The earth was 


like an immense hot-house, without the flow- 


ers; the air moist and warm and teeming 


with carbonic acid. 


In the waters were other kinds of fishes, 
and on the lahd new animals and reptils. 
Leaves and mud and trees all sank together, 


hardening into the great coal-beds from which 
we derive so much light, warmth, and com- 
fort. 


Upon this age stands the Reptilian. Of 
course, you Can readily tell why it is called 
thus. Because there appeared so many rep- 
tils, in the water and on the land, at that 
time—and they were monsters, with big, pro- 
truding eyes, wide mouths, and some of 
them had wings and could fly. 

Next, when the earth seemed to be well 
prepared for their advent, came the Mam- 
mals. You know what ‘‘ Mammal” means, 
for you hav had that word in another exer- 
cise. 

The Mammalian Age discovers such great 
animals—I expect we would be frightened to 
meet such to-day. 

The megatherium was a monster of & creat- 
ure, with very long claws, and its head and 
neck were much like the head and neck of 
the sloth. 

Were there any plants then? 

Oh, yes; and they were somewhat similar 
to those of our present time. The earth was 
calm and cool, like one recovering from.a 
fever, and then came 

: THE AGE OF MAN. 

And is the earth finished ? you inquire. 

By no means. Work isstill going on, the 
earth is still changing, and man iscontinually 


progressing, learning more and ascending 
ever to higher degrees of knowledge. 

We can only in these exercises briefly touch 
upon very interesting and instructiv matters, 
which you are to continue as you grow older. 

Shakspere tells of the Seven Ages of Man, 
&nd perhaps you can recite the words, which 
are as follows: 


All the world's a stage 

And all the men and women merely players : 

They hav their exits and their entrances ; 

And one man in his time plays many parte, 

His acts being the seven ages. At first the infant, 
Mewling and puking in his nurse’s arms ; 

Then the whining school-boy, with his satchel, 
And his shining morning face, creeping like snail 
Unwillingly to school: and then the lover, 
Sighing like furnace, with a woful ballad 

Made to his mistress’s eyebrow ; then a soldier, 
Full of strange oaths, and bearded like the pard, 
Jealous in honor, sudden and quick in quarrel, 
Seeking the bubble reputation 

Even in the cannon’s mouth : and then the justice. 
In fair round belly, with good capon lin'd ; 
With eyes severe, and beard of.formal eut 

Full of wise saws and modern instances ; 

And so he plays his part: The sixth ago shifts: 
Into the lean and slipper’d pantaloon: 

With spectacles on nose, and pouch on side, 
His youthful hose, well saved, a world too wide 
For his shrunk shank, and his big manly voice, 
Turning again toward childish treble, pipes 
And whistles in his sound. Lastscene of all, 
That ends this strange, eventful history, 

Is second childishness, and mere oblivion, 
Sans teeth, fans eyes, sans taste, sans everything. 


H. W. 


QUESTIONS.—Into how many ages is the earth 
divided? Name them in their order Define 
Azoic. What of the Silurian age? Conld we hay 
looked over the earth at that time. what would we 
hav seen? Name the third period. Whence 
comes the name Devonian? What creatures were 
living at that time? Name the next great period. 
What is the meaning of carboniferous? What 
was the earth like then? Of what is the coal come ` 
posed? Name the next age. Why called Reptil- 
jan? What of the Mammalian age? What great 
monster of an animal flourished at this time? 
When came the age of man? With the advent of 
man waa the earth completed? Recite the '* Seven 
Ages of Man." : 
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| Poetry. 


« Alexander the Good.” 


Died December 23, 286. 


If thou art stanch without a stain, 
Like the unchanging blue, man, 
This was a kinsman o?! thy ain— 
For Mathew was a true man. 
—Robert Burns. 
Is. not majesty majestic off, as well as on the 
throne? 
Is the brightest star less bright because its bright- 
ness is unknown ? 
And the Macedonian tyrant, hailed the chief of 
ev'ry state 
That his wickedness could ruin, in his carnage 
was he great? 
In the greatness of thy goodness, Alexander, and 
the shame 
His—not thine—hath it dishonored as thy honor 
graced a name? 


Meu are born, and men are living, men are dying, 
. men are dead, 

Rain, and mist, and dews descending, rivers run- 
ning; oceans fed ; 

Light and darkness, sun and shadow, summer, 
winter, heat, and cold, 

Bud and blossom. leaf and forest, sandy grains 
and mountains bold, 5 

All are coming; all are going in the great harmo- 
nious strife, 

And the everlasting dying is the everlasting life. 

If the sunshine woo the ocean, and the ocean seek 
the sky, 

If the sky with kindly coldness send it weeping; to 
supply 

Earthly thirst and earthly verdure, it will find its 
way again 

Down the rills that jump the hillside, through the 
lines that cut the plain, 

Tothe parent sea, whose bosom, heaving with a 
mighty joy, 

Welcomes back the truant changeling change were 
powerless to destroy. 


In their ceaseless fermentation, dust and moist- 
ure, heat and light, : 

Raise the oak and send the eagle daring in his 
fearless flight, 

And the friction of the passions, striving in the 
living clay, 

And his restless aspirations in their agonizing 
play; 

Rear the man above the meanness of the levels 
lower down, . 

Till the stars are known and counted, and their 
lustre gilds his crown, 

Till the eagle's flight is measured, and the wind 
that sweeps the main 

To the skyward peak computed in the “ thrób- 
bing of his brain." 


But the oak shall waste and crumble, and the 
wings of flight shall fail; 

Worlds shall burn and worlds shall darken—ashes 
floatin evry gale— 

Gain is loss and loss is increase—gold and drops 
again unite, 

When the fires of dissolution reassert their flam- 
ing might; 

Earth was robbed and man developed, patient, 
tender, wise, and brave, 

Earth demanded restoration—in her bosom find 
his grave. 


More than this the priest will tell you ; more than 
this he does not know, 

And his noblest thought of endless life is endless 
in its woe; 

More than this the curtained seeress in her 
frenzy may imply, 

But the soul distrusts the soothing that deigns to 
cheat the eye ; 

More than this the little children in their merry 
prattle say, E 

But the music of their laughter, sweet and holy, 
dies away ; * i 

More than this, my Alexander, could thy longing 
wish divine ? 

And thy honest faith was honest, but thy reasons 
are not mine. 


Alexander, Alexander, hear me, hear me! Iam 
lost 

In the maze of bloom and beauty, in the wreck of 
blight and frost, 

In the order and confusion, in the music and the 
noise, 

In the worth that is not valued, in.the overvalued 
toys. 

Tell me truly, tell me plainly, was thy soul aliving 
breath? 

Is the true life everlasting ‘more than everlasting 
death? 

From the silence comes no answer—he is gone. 
We must confess 

That our knowledge is a phantom of the things 
we cannot guess ; 

Childlike, we may say, “A unit is a single thing, 
or one,” 

But the units of a unit are the atoms of a sun. 

Upward, downward, eastward, westward, north- 
ward, southward, what are these 

But the finite limitations of illimitable seas? 

Pain and pleasure, grief and triumph, in the pict 
ure of a day 

Are the light and shade as fleeting as a wintry 
blast in May, 

While a universe, conspiring in its utmost stress 
of power; 

Paled the rosy cheek of youth, and dyed the velvet 
of a fiower. 


What are words that say so little? What are 
words that say so much ? 

How they deluge all our thinking! 
thoughts elude their touch! 

How they foil our dearest wisdom! How they 
wound us where we bleed ! 

How they mock us with compassion that our gor- 
rows do not need, 

‘When the highest revelation to the understand- 
ing heart 

Is the speechless overflow of nature drowning all 
her art! 


How our 


Alexander, youth’s companion, brother, father, 
: when the boy 

Left the dreamland of his boyhood, he did not 
forsake the joy ee 

Handed down by thee, and given as a token from 
the sphere 

Where thy rapture caught the proverb, “Man de- 
serves our kindness here.” 

And the Alexander in him means a weakness 
crowded out, 

For & strength that was not nativ barricaded the 
redoubt ` I 

Of a knight that was not valiant, and he made a 
bolder stand, 

When a double warmth went thrilling from tho 
pressure of thy hand, 

Reaching up to those above thee, reaching down 
to those beneath, 

Ever finding joy, but never finding all thou 
wouldst bequeath. 

Aged, poor, toilworn, and anxious, hopeful, faith- 
ful, proud, and free, . 

Reverence lifted up thine eye, but worship did not 
bend thy knee. 

God was loves or God was nothing; love was all 
that was not vain; . 

Life a battle-field, and victory—being fit to liv 
again. 


Alexander, had the parting left thee lingering 
here behind, 

Thy farewell would be the prelude to a greet- 
ing. Thou wouldst find - 

All the past in all the future, and the hour I can 
not reach 

With my blinded straining vision would be pres- 
ent in thy speech. 

** We shall meet again,” is dearer than, “ We part 
to meet no more,” 

For its fondest, truest meaning is that we hav met 
before. 

And the hope without the promis, and the prayer 
without the trust: 

Burst resistless from my heart, and are not smoth- 
ered in thy dust. Frank FELT. 

—— ee 


The Lay Sermon. 


To rae EDITOR OF Tug TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: 
Comments on Colonel Ingersoll’s ** Lay Ser- 
mon," recently published in Tae TRUTH 
SEEKER, being in order, I will offer a few 
thoughts that it suggested to my mind. The 
thought comes to me that ‘‘ everybody is as 
he must be, simply because the conditions to 
which he is subjected enable and compel 
him to be as he is.” If it is desirable that he 
should be otherwise than as he is, he should 
be subjected to conditions that will enable 
and compel him to be as he should be. That 
cannot be effected by Anarchism or Individ- 
uslism. 

The assertion that ‘‘to do right should 
always be dictated by the highest possible 
selfishness,” is simply Bibleism. The colonel 
being a novice in that craft, I shall help him 
out a little. The Bible assumes that God 
made man for his own honor and glory, which 
is a purely selfish purpose. And he will put 
all things under him, and be all and in all, 
which is a purely selfish and supremely 
grasping ambition. Nevertheless, it should 
make man coequal with God, and joint ruler 
in the kingdom of God, which should be the 
highest honor that human ambition can 
aspire to. Itis notorious that all enterprises 
of men are undertaken to serve the selfish 
ambition of their projectors and promoters. 
Nevertheless, all the good that the world has 
realized through the agency of man is the 
result of his selfish enterprises. "Therefore 
selfishness is the source of all the good we 
hav ever realized, or can reasonably hope for 
in this world, or any other. Moreover, sel- 
fishness is indispensable to self-preservation. 
Without it we should not be well preserved, 
nor well worth preserving, for if we take 
selfishness out of man, we shall take all the 
ambition out of him, and he wil! not be worth 
a cent. Better subject him to conditions that 
will enable and compel him to do by others 
inallthings as he would hav others do by 
him. Then human selfishness will be a 
mutual blessing, instead of the mutual curse, 
to the human race, that the fundamental 
principle of our present civilization tends to 
make it. 

If great wealth is the mother of crime, 
abject poverty should be the mother of virtue 
and innocence. If great wealth is the mother 
of crime, Dame Nature should be regarded as 
the mother of all abominations. Happily she 
is not a dog in the manger, but distributes 
her wealth with a bountiful hand, and invites 
all to partake freely, without money and 
without price. But human invention, that is 
called a Christian civilization, subjects us to 
poverty and want in the midst of wealth and 
plenty. ‘‘Graineries bursting, and famin 
looking into the doors of the poor! Millions 
of everything, and yet millions wanting 
everything and having substantially nothing." 
The colonel thinks ‘‘there is something 
wrong there.” So do I, and regret that he 
has not suggested a remedy that has in it the 
promis of efficiency. Nature provides but 
one remedy ; if we reject it, we shall not find 
another by guessing. 


In the most primitiv state. of: human exist- 
ence on this planet the individual should 
necessarily hav been a law unto himself, and 
might was the only recognized law of right. 
That was Anarchy, and it made Collectivism 
a necessity for the mutual preservation of the 
weak against the strong; Collectivism made 
government a necessity, and government is 
tyranny. "Therefore, when the Colonel as- 
serts that “ Anarchy is a reaction from 
tyranny," he makes the slight mistake of put- 
ting the cart before the horse. 

He t‘ would not take an inch of land from 
any human being that belongs to him.” Does 
an inch of land belong to any human being 
except by the law of might? The law of our 
being givs no right but of possession to the 
ground we -stand upon. Nevertheless, the 
colonel insists that ‘‘ if we ever take the land, 
we must pay for it, and not rob anybody." 
Those cannot pay for land who hav nothing 
to pay with; and it is as much robbery to 
compel others to buy land for them as to take 
the land, without compensation, from those 
who claim to own it. "Therefore, I shall sus- 
pect the colonel of pleading a ‘‘ crooked” 
cause, and making crooked work of it. 

. The assumed state right of eminent domain 

is evidently based on the assumption that 
might makes right.  The.state, being su- 
preme, assumes the right to take, either with 
or without compensation, as the state shall 
elect, whatever is assumed to be required for 
the common good. The state Socialists base 
their demands upon that assumed state right, 
and the colonel virtually admits that their 
position is well taken. So does Blackstone. 
So do all jurists of note or intelligence. 
Nevertheless, I shall neither suspect nor ac- 
cuse them of being Socialists, but shall award 
them the merit of having the moral courage 
and self-respect to admit a self-evident fact. 

The colonel evidently has no more confi- 
dence in ‘‘ free soil ” as a panacea for social 
ills than I hav, for he again inquires, ‘‘ What 
remedy, then, is there?” and refers us to the 
ballot. The law should settle these questions 
between capital and labor—many of them; 
but he expects the greatest good to come from 
civilization, from the growth of a sense of 
justice. What civilization or sense of justice 
can he reasonably expect so long as private 
wealth is the power behind the throne; 
greater than the throne in monarchical coun- 
tries, and the power upon the throne, and 
omnipotent everywhere, in democratic coun- 
tries? : 

A few workingmen recently assembled for 
the purpose of publicly discussing questions 
of interest and importance to themselvs, were 
brutally assaulted by a gang of ruffians armed 
with clubs and revolvers. A bomb was 
thrown by an unknown person who was per- 
mitted to escape. Seven men were sentenced 
to be hanged for expressing their views on the 
subjects of the colonel’s essay; and like out- 
rages are as liable to be committed every- 
where else in this country as in Chicago, un- 
less the spirit of them is crushed in the bud by 
an outspoken and  plainspoken protest 
against such ruffianism in the name of law 
and order, and notwithstanding their at- 
tempt to intimidate press and people. Never- 
theless, the colonel exultingly assures us 
that we hav a free press, free speech, and the 
protection of person. I think he should 
“take the cake” for cold irony and grim 
satire ! 

He exhorts us to become home-owners. 
That will require years of the most stringent 
self-denial, which he denounces as unjust. 
Then the conditions to Which we are subjected 
are unjust, and he has suggested no remedy, 
as I can see, that has in it the promis of ef- 
ficiency. Probably it will not be prudent for 
him to. Nevertheless, he has promised to do 
what little he can to hasten the day when this 
earth shall be covered with homes, and when 
“ by the fireside of the world shall sit happy 
fathers, and mothers, and children." I think 
he will do but little indeed to facilitate that 
happy event, unless he improves his method 
of doing; but I will offer the foregoing in ev- 
dence that his effort will be likely to do some 
good, though of a somewhat negativ kind, 
where the seed falls upon well-prepared 
ground. Therefore, I shall cheerfully recom- 
mend & careful perusal of his essay by all 
who need enlightenment on the subject, and 
they are legions. J. A. TUTTLE. 

9 — — ————— 


* The New God." 


Putnam’s last epic, “The New God,” isa 
marvel of strong argument, vivid illustra- 
tion, pungent thought, and brilliance of ex- 
pression. The author's ideas are strikingly 
original, and his fresh, novel, and epigram- 
matic treatment of his subject adds a charm 


which is as indescribable as it is ineffaceable. 
Its whole tenor is bold, trenchant, iconoclas- 
tic, and Atheistic, and the only infelicity I 
find is in its title, which should rather hav 
read, ** No God,” instead of ‘‘ New God,” as 
the writer admits that ‘‘to think God is to 
annihilate him; to attempt to prove his ex- 
istence is to reveal his nonentity.” Still, 
there is so little to criticise and so much to 
praise that Putnam is almost to be envied for 
the possession of rare genius to so epitomize 
divinity. The lecture is a Secularist’s apo- 
theosis of humanity; it is both episode and 
apolog; it is also a grand oratorio of apho- 
risms. i 
a —————— 


Obituary. 


Dizp.—At De Fumiak Springs, Fla., Feb. 
24th, of inflammation of stomach and bow- 
els, Mrs. Lydia L. Curtis, wife of E. F. 
Curtis, of Farmington, Ohio, and mother of 
Mrs. E. I. Lord and H. A. Curtis. Her re- 
mains reached home Tuesday. Funeral 
services were held at her residence, con- 
ducted by D. M. King, of Mantua, Ohio. 
Mrs. Curtis had been in poor health for 

some time, and it was thought a trip to 

Florida might prove beneficial, but such was . 

not the result. 

She had been a constant reader of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER for many years, and when 
leaving home thought she could not get along 
without it, and had it forwarded to her at 
Florida. She was also a great admirer of 
Ingersoll, and was never happier than when 
reading articles from his pen. C. L. C. 


Digp.—On Saturday, Feb. 26, 1887, at 1:30 
A.M., Frankie Annette, daughter of J. A. 
and Elizabeth Cutshall, in the ninth year 
of her age. Funeral from her parents’ 
residence, No. 80 Strawberry Lane, Alle- 
gheny City, Pa., Monday, Feb. 28th, at 
10 a.m. The exercises will be conducted 
by the Pittsburgh Secular Union. 


The above is a copy of the notice published 
in the daily papers of this city. At the ap- 
pointed time, Harry Hoover and Thomas 
Grundy, of the Pittsburgh Secular Society, 
Prof. Wm. Seymour, of Philadelphia, and 
other Liberals met at the house of mourning. 
The ceremonies were opened by Mr. Hoover 
reading a poem entitled, ** Man's Mortality." 
Professor Seymour, assisted by several ladies, 
followed by singing a beautiful selection 
from Ayres's ‘‘ Book of Forms." Mr. Grundy 
delivered a touching address, stating the Sec- 
ular views of life and death, and extending 
sympathy to the bereaved family. After the 
singing of another selection, Mr. Hoover 
spoke of the superiority of Secularism over 
orthodoxy. in the hour of trial, and cremation 
over interment in the article of death. He 
closed by saying : 

Our consolation of Secularism is that it robs 
death of half its terrors, and frees tho mind from 
the harrowing fear of an endless hell "Tis said 
that not a pebble can be dropped in the ocean, or 
the air stirred by a butterfly’s wing, but what the 
impulse given is felt around the world. So with 
dear little Frankie. The sun of her brief life had 
hardly risen until it set in death; but this brief 
time has sufficed for her to touch the tender chords 
of feeling, and set in motion sweet influences that 
shall echo down the ages and tincture many a life 
yet tobe. Her life was a blessing to her parents, 
and her memory; like a sweet incense or the voice 
of a singing bird, will dwell forever in their 
hearts. I am glad indeed that our bereaved 
friends hav the good sense and moral courage to 
depart from the common custom of consigning 
the remains of friends to the charnel Vault or fes- 
tering grave,and hav adopted the method ap- 
proved by science, reason, enlightened sentiment, 
and good taste. How consoling to know that the 
loathsome worm will never touch her tender 
cheek, but that her dear remains, purified by fire, 
inclosed in a beautiful casket, can be added to the 
household treasures, her sacred dust ever near ! 

The cremation took place at Samson’s cre- - 
matory, 6th ave., Pittsburgh, and was wit- 
nessed only by the family and immediate 


friends. . R. Srarey, 

Pres. Pittsburgh Sec. Society. 
RW GAIA RY 
LA YX*5QU IXXt35; 


OR, 
The Church of Practical Religion. 


BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital auestions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attentiv while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 
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Ingersoll’s Tributes. 


REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at ‘greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: 

The Vision of War, 
Tribute to his Brother, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 

The price of these heretofore has been $1.00. We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN OENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 


from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKE R 


28 Lafayette PL, New York. 


W.S. BELL'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Conflict between Christianity 
and Civilization. 


PRICE, - - - - = = 15 CENTS. 
It is a stunner; concise, scholarly, and good.— 
. Billings. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
PRICE, 15 CENTS. 


Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. 
Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Man.—T. B. Wakeman. 
A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. Itis a very 
able paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 
e. x 


 ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTS. : 


‘The number of heads under which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the: pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which each point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
Itake great pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition "to the consideration of every person 


who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- | 


ance, but in the principles of self government.— 
J.J. McCabe. i 


Ingersoll’s Works. 


The Gods. 


In five lectures. 
“ Humboldt,” “Thomas 


Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
comprising, “The Gods,” 

] Paine," ** Individual- 
ity,” and “ Heretics and Heresies,” 


The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, 1.25. 
$ Contents: “The Ghosts,” “Liberty for Man, 
oman, and Child,” “The Declaration of In- 
ependence,” “About Farming in ois,” 
t The Grant Banquet,” “The Rev. Alexander 
Clark," “The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon O. Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 

cloth, $1.25. 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. 


hat Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


Per, 25.cents. 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 


Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah 8. Black; and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; "cloth; $1. 


Orthodoxy. 


10 cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 
Ingersoil Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 
„Millions of these should be circulated. 
Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
: the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. a 
Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 
Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents. 
Ingersoli’s Lectures Complete. 
Bound in one volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on ''Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,800 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
prios of $5. Bent by mail postpaid. 
Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s “Tribute to 
8 Brother,” “The Vision of War," the “Grant 
Banquet Toast," and the recent address over 
“Little Harry Miller's Grave," that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing; and the four be forwarded 
to any address, for G0ots, or either one for 150tà. 
Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book isa gem. Itis a model in every re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated “ Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
Selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versations of the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
urpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
Tao simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled e Fes gilt back 
and side, $2.60; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turke 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in f 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 
Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 


life, price, $1.50 each. Every admirer of these 
apostles o ligious Liberty should hav them. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 


panels 10Xx17, $3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 
cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 
Cloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office, 


56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
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SOCIAL WEALTH, 


Acquirement and Apportionment. 
By J. K. INGALLS. 


CONTENTS: Economic Schools: a brief re- 
view of their Origin and Growth; -Rise and 
Growth of Capitalism; Unearned Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Socia! Wealth; Land Own- 
ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
the Productiv Factors; Partnership and Co-op- 
eration; Law of Contracts; Money and Credit; 
Of Value or Economic Ratios; Taxation as a 
Remedy; Reforms, not Remedies; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conclusion. 

Price, Cloth, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, itis now known to be the work of 
H. Burr, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


Men or Busoress Wao Drip Someruina BESIDES 
Mazina Money. 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 
BY JAMES PARTON. 


This book contains 400 pages, plainly printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
Mr. Parton’s works need no commendation. They 
are standard. 


Price, - - - - - $1.25. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEK EB. 
: 28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


The Secret of the East, 
OR, 


The Origin of the Christian Religion 
and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


— 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Price, $1.00. For sale at this office. 
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+ WITH + ILLUSTRATIONS. + 


CONTTIEITIS. 


: Freethought in the United States, 1886, - 
Address by Grover Cleveland, 
The Coming Dawn. By D. Louis Bodge, 


Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the 
States and Territories of the United States, 


The Right to Testify. By F. M. Holland, - 
The American Secular Union. By Samuel P. 


The Parson. A Story. By Si Slokum, 


=- —— ————————— 


NEW YORK: 


PKL PUBLISHED AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, 
B l 


o 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


xt 


lie 


a) Ex 


x3 (pz CSE 


Et 


it 


ae oo} 


Coa! 


zi c) CSCS ít 


PRICE, 25 CENTS. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 


The Sole Factors and Haact Ratios in Its|'T'he Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radicalromance, By Wm. MoDonne 
&uthor of Exeter Hall, amily Oreeds, Day of 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 


Exeter Hall. “One of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works. 
ald. 404pages. $1.25. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story.. From the London edition, By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 


80 cents. 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. € 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and, are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicaity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 
ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
rom so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethoughtranka., rice, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. 


Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish that the friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 


By Gro. M. Davenrort. This is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 32 well-filled pages, costing only 
“ a quarter,” but as full of meat as an egg: Itis 
well called “practical,” for we fnd nothing un- 
practical init. Hens, ducks, geese, and turkeys 
are particularly discussed and, their economical 
breedin and kee ing ireatedof. There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition to 
the poultry literature of the day. 

TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


REPLY 
TO REV. L. A. LAMBERT'S 
“NOTES ON INGERSOLL’ 
By B. W. Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priests 
Historica! misstatements. 
Pric, Cloth, 31; Paper, 50 Cents. 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


| meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 


Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:80 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Trutt 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere, could not write 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Ear 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wm, HENRY 
Buzz. Priee.35cents. For sale at this office. 


*SHOPPEL'S MODERN HOUSES” No. 3. 
(Just Published, July 1, 1888) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting, 

A cardboar supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
fog putting them together. ` 

e the supplement affords both old and 

young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. It is, in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; & perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, so exact that it is usetul to 

ers, 
55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 fio $15,000). 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1 New Design for a Ohapel. : 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 

(by Meria Parloa) and a perfect Oistern. 
` An Article on Villa Park Associations. 
SENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE, $1. 
Address 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASSO'N, 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 


From the German of MAX NORDAU, 


SEVENTH EDITION. 

A most powerfully written book.—Phila. Record 

This Book is not a Book! It is a Deed and 

those Tao oppose BU M prove that they fear it.— 
nna News, Price, 50 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKE R CO., 


The Biblo Analyze. 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 
OONTENTS : i T 

Th Testament.—The New Testament.—The 
Orention’ the Deluge.—The Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles cf the Bible.— he Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—Ihe Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
the Bible.—The God of the Bible. The Messiah or 

“Grown octavo, 883p .. Bplendidly execute A, Bent 
by mail, post paid. Price, $3.00. 


SACRED MYSTERIES 


AMONG THE 


By Frederika Macdon-| Mayas and the Quiches 11,500 


Years Ago. 
ORIGIN OF THE BIBLICAL MYTH 


By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. 


Illustrated. - - - Price, $2.50. 
For Sale at this office. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Spectal Discounts. 


TRUTH SEEKER: 
fae TER ton Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


HERE AND THERE 
IN YUCATAN. 


Miscellanies by Arro D. Le Promarox, 
Author of ** Yucatan: Its Ancient 
Palaces and Modern 
Cities.” 

Price, $1.25. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


OR, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


BY 
H.J. SEIGNEURET, 
Secularist. 


Price, - - 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ews of the Weck. 


a | 
SixTY-SEVEN excise arrests were made in. 

New York city last Sunday. There : 
- about 9,000 saloons, the larger part of which 


were open. 


Frank M. Soorr, bookkeeper for C. L. 
Webster, who is Mark Twain’s publisher, is 
accused of embezzling 
$20,000. 


A Goop many New 
York Socialists cele- 
brated last Sunday even- 
ing the sixteenth anniver- 

‘sary of the Paris Com- 
mune. 


` A MAN has been sen- 
tenced to three months’ 
imprisonment at Worces- 
ter, Mass., for hurling 
the epithet of ‘‘ scab” at 
a man who was filling the 
place of a striker. 


Tue authorities are 
making it very lively for 
violators of the theatrical 
and license laws. Harry 
Hill, who has been called. 
the wickedest man jin’ 
New York, was arrested 
three times last week and 

` put under bonds. 


. Ir is said that the Rev. 

Matthew C. Julien, pas. 
tor of the Trinitarian 
church in New Bedford, 
will receive a call from 
Plymouth church, Brook- 
lyn, to fill the vacancy 
caused by the death of 
Henry Ward Beecher. 
He has filled the pulpit 
there, and made a favor- 
able impression. i 


BisMAROK’s seven year’s army bill bas 
passed the Reichstag. 

ANOTHER unsuccessful attempt to assassi- 
nate the czar of Russia is reported. 


Carr. James B. Fans, of ship canal fame, 
died at Nassau, Bahama Islands, on the 8th. 


Mrs. Parsons was arrested in Columbus, 
O., last week for making a violent public 
speech. 

Barnum is again established in New York 
at the head of à show which he calls the 
greatest show on earth. i 


Tue yachts Dauntless and Coronet hav 
started on their $10,000 race from New York 
to Cork Harbor, Ireland. 

Ir is reported that Oliver Wendell Holmes, 
the author, was recently married in Chicago 
to Miss Lillie Pond of that city. 

E. H. Assort, of Buffalo, N. Y., supreme 
secretary of the Royal Templars of Temper- 
ance, is defaulter to the extent of $5,000. 

Tur religious ceremony of a marriage was 
performed between Christine Nilsson, the 
great singer, and Count Miranda, at Paris last 
Saturday. The two hav been married for 
some time. 

Tux Rev. Charles W. Ward, who shot his 
wife and himself in the Episcopal rectory in 
Englewood, N. J., three weeks ago, is said to 
be nearly out of danger. Mrs. Ward also is 
recovering. 

Mrs. NzzxBr, wife of Oscar Neebe, one of 
the condemned Chicago Anarchists, died and 
‘was buried last week. George Schilling con- 
ducted the funeral services. Neebe was not 
permitted to attend. aa 


Tur bridge over a street in the suburbs 
near Boston gave way as a train on the Bos- 
ton and Providence Road was passing over it, 
&nd six cars, containing over two hundred 
people, fell fifty feet to the ground below. 
Nearly forty persons were killed, and as 
many more received serious injuries. 


THERE was a most disastrous accident on 
the Third avenue elevated railroad in this 
city last week. The road was blocked by a 
fire on the Bowery. A number of the bolder 
among the passengers left the trains and 
started to walk to the nearest station along 
the narrow plank walk that fringes the track. 
The line of trains began to move, and one of 
ihe walkers climbed to the rear platform of 
a car and clung there, and as the train moved 
on his projecting body swept the walkers 
from the narrow path to the street below. 
Three men were killed and seven serlously 
injured. 


THE OR 


E A Discussion Between 
Gladstone, Huxiey, Muller, 
Linten, Reville, 


There are On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 


OONTENTS: 
I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. ByHon. 
W.E. Gladstone. . ` 
Il. The Interpreters of Genesis and thelInter- 
preters of Nature. By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 


III. Postscript to Solar Myths. By Prof. Max 


Muller. 
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DER OF CREATION. 


! IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. 
i By Hon, W. E. Gladstone. 
| V. Dawn of Oreation. An Answer to Mr. Glad- 
stone. By Albert Reville, D.D. : 
| VI. Mr, Gladstone and Genesis. By Prof. T. H. 


Huxley. . 
Vil. A Protest anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
on 


This is a new book and contains the latest discus- 
sion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of the 
participants are a guarantee of its able character. 


Price, paper, 58 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York 


Gems of Thought, | 


Iv may safely be decided that all religions are of 
human origin, and that all past and existing sys- 
tems are more or less modifications of the primi- 
tiv system.—D. M. Bennett. 


For our purposes the simple fact that a naked 
world is possible, nay, actually exists (under the 
clothed one), will be sufficient. Much, therefore, 
we omit about “kings wrestling naked on the 
green with carmen,” and 
the:kings being thrown, 
“dissect them with scalp- 


ols,” says "Teufelsdrockh, 


* the same viscera, tissues, 
livers, lights, and other life- .. 


tackle, are there; examin 
their spiritual mechanism, 
the same great need, great 
greed, and little faculty ; 
nay, ten to one but the car- 
man, who understands 
draught-cattle, the  run- 
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ABRAHAM PRAISETH SARAI: 


Behold, now, I know thou art a fair woman to look upon.—G@en. xii, 11. 


Odds and finds. 


| here for the very purpose of hearing what you had ; 
rather not say? Pray do not disappoint them." , 


Minister (to boy who is digging for worms): 
“Little boy, don’t you know that it is wrong io! 


ning of wheels, something 
of the laws of unstable and 
stable equilibrium, with 
other branches of wagon 
science, and has actually 
put forth his hand and 
: perated on nature, is the 
.v ore cunningly gifted of 
the two. Whence, then, 
their so unspeakable differ- 
‘ence?” From | ‘clothes.— 
Cartyle’s Sartor Resartus. 


i Hata not a Jew eyes? 
Hath not a Jew hands, 
organs, dimensidns, senses, 
affections, passions?’ Fed 
with the same food, hurt 
“with the same , weapons, 
subject to the same diseases, 
healed by the same means, 
‘warmed and cooled by the 
same summer and winter 
‘as a Christian is? If you 
‘prick us do we not bleed? 
bri you tickle us do we not 
Haugh? And if you wrong 
(us shall we not revenge ?— 
, Merchant of Venice (Act 8, 
Scene 1). 


We are sure that God 
"made our reason and our 
hearts.. We cannot be so 
"sure that he is the author 
.| ‘of the Bible. 8o that, if 
‘we find insoluble dis- 
cord between the two, there can be little ques- 
tion which must and ought to yield.—T7. Starr 
King’s Eternal Punishment. ; 


IO VICTIS. 


A JrnsEY Orr father became awfully jealous! work on Sunday, except in case of necessity?” Ising the hymn of the conquered, who fell in the 


because a reporter added to a baby-arrivalitem, 
* Thanks to Dr. Blank." 


Smita: '"Who is that gentleman you were talk- 
ing.with just now?" Brown: “He claims to be a 
titled Englishman of distinguished family, but I 
doubt it." Smith: “Why?” Brown: “Because 
he didn't ask me to lend him any money." 


Tuae squaw of a chief of the Sioux 
Eloped with a red-headed Jioux; 
The pair in Dubuque 
The husband o’ertuque, 
And he made a nice how-dioux-yioux-dioux. 

A FORMER minister of Stewarton, in Ayrshire, 
used to preach the same sermon (on “The Ten 
Virgins”) year after year in a neighboring Parish 
on the Monday after the communion. At length 
an old clerical friend gave him a pretty strong 
hint to choose a fresh subject by expressing his 
belief that “his ten virgins must now be pretty 
auld maids !” 


Frest Charleston lady: “Ise gwine ter chutch 
to tank de Laud dey ain’t no mo’ erfquates. 
Ain't yo’ gwine too, my sister?" Second lady: 
* No,no, my sister, I no gwine! Will you attend 
de brick chutch?” First lady : ** De brick chutch 
fo’ tru’, but don’ yo’ trus! de Laud?” Second lady: 
«I trus? de L3ud, aw my sister, I trug’ um, but I 
neber fool wid um.” 


Omana man: “Seems to me you folks badly need 
civilizing.” California man: “Eh! How so?” 
*"Isaw in the Paper the other day that a stranger 
in Oakland visited every bookstore in hopes of 
buying a Bible, and could not find one in the 
place.” “Oh, that’s on account of the climate.” 
“Climate?” “Yes, folks are so- healthy there 
they never think of Bibles.” i 


EPITAPH ON AN AUTHOR, 


The heroes he drew 
Were true to the life, 
His narrativs through 
With morals were rife, 
His life and work blended 
Bo well, it is not 
Strange his tale ended, 
He rests in a plot. 


A CnicAGo drummer says that when he was in 
Iowa recently he wanted a tobacco box, and in 
a cigar store bought a tin one and put it in his 
pocket without opening it. When he did open it 
he found that it contained a whisky cocktail. 
“You can find whisky in almost anything you buy 
over there,” he is said to hav said. “It’s always 
turning up in unexpected places. Iowa is a Pro- 
hibition state.” 


Onz of the many tales of the late Sergeant 
Ballantine now rife points a moral for the consid- 
eration of Lord Selborne, and the advocates of 
the expurgation of law reports. Mr. Ballantine 
was examining the petitioner for divorce, and 
asked, ** When you entered the room what did 
you see?” “T had rather not say," replied the 
witness, “in the presence of ladies.” “Ladies” 
ejaculated the sergeant, looking around at a fash- 
ionably dressed crowd with ears intent and eye- 
glass ready, “de not you know that they come 


* Boy (going on with his digging) : “ This is a case | : 
lof necessity. A feller can't go fishin’ thout bait." The hymn of the wounded, the beaten, who died 


A BuNDAY-SOHOOL teacher asked her scholars 
each to learn a verse, to recite at the next anniver- , 
sary meeting, appropriate for the occasion. They 
all came prepared the next Sunday, and all went 
off well till it came to the last, a very little boy; in 
whose ear the teacher whispered as he came up: j 
“Now, speak out loudly, Johnnie." Johnnie, re- 
luctantly dropping his money in the box, shouted 
out, “ The fool and his money are soon parted |" 


THE Hotel Register recently said: ‘ʻA hotel in 
Pittsburg is managed by a Mr. Barrell. Prohi- 
bitionists will hardly stop at that house.” Where- | 
upon the Havre de Grace Repudlican suggests that 
‘the would be a good man to stave off creditors." j 
Or a good man for a confidential adviser, provided 
the Barrell doesn’t leak. A Western editor sug- 
gested that the hotel now had a **bung up good 
man,” but that editoris dead now. His life might | 
hav been spared if he had said the Barrell was 
“hooped up” for business, or something of that 
kind, but he didn't, and a brick fell fatally on him. 


À DISTINGUISHED literary man of Oakland stood 
up in the police court to answer to the usual 
charge of vagrancy. “I object, your honor,” he 
said, with dignity, “to this persecution of gentle- 
men who follow the profession of letters, and—” | 
“I understand," interrupted the judge, “you. 
were found sleeping under a doorstep; that you 
hav no visible means of support, and that you hav 
been seen under the influence of liquor.” * What 
of it?” cried the prisoner, **though I am as poor 
as Richard Savage when he made his bed in the | 
ashes of a glass factory; as drunken as Dick 
Steele, who was full nine-tenths of his time; as 
ragged as Goldsmith when he was on his fiddling 
tour; as immoral as Byron, as dirty as Sam John- 
son, a8——” “There, there,” cried his honor im- 
patiently, “I’ve no doubt your associates are a dis- 
reputable lot, and I shall deal with you in such a! 
manner as to cause them to giv Oakland a wide 
birth. Sixty days with hard labor. Mr. Clerk, 
furnish the constable with the names of the vaga- 
bonds mentioned by the prisoner.” 
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battle of life ; 


overwhelmed in the strife; 

Not the jubilant song of the victors, for whom the 
resounding acclaim : . 

Of nations was lifted in chorus, whose brows 
wore the chaplets of fame; 

But the hymn of the low and the humble, the 
weary; the broken in heart, 

Who strove and who failed, acting bravely a silent 
and desperate part; 

Whose youth bore no flowers in its branches, 
whose hopes burnt in ashes away, 

From whose hand slipped the prize they had 
grasped at, who stood at the dying of day 

With the work of their life all around them, un 
pitied, unheeded, alone ; ` 

With death swooping down on their failure, and 
all but their faith overthrown. 


While the voice of the world shonts its chorus, 
its pean for those who hav won; 

While the trumpet is sounding triumphant, and 
high to the breeze and the sun 

Gay banners are waving, hands clapping, and 
hurrying feet 

Thronging after the laurel-crowned victor, I 
stand on the field of defeat, 

In the shadow 'mongst those who hav fallen, 
and wounded, and dying, and there 

Chant & requiem low, place my hand on their 
pain-knotted brows, breathe a prayer, 

Hold the hand that is hapless and whisper, 

“ They only the victory win 

Who hav fought the good fight and hav van- 
quished the demon that tempts us within; 

Who hav held to their faith unseduced by the 
prize that the world holds on high ; 

Who hav dared for a high cause to suffer, resist, 
fight—if need be to die.” 


Speak, history! Who are life's victors? Unroll 
thy long annals and say— j 

Are they those whom the world called the victors, 
who won the success of the day? 

The martyrs: or Nero? The Spartans who fell at 
Thermopylg's tryst; 

Or the Persians or Xerxes? His judges or Noc- 
rates? Pilate or Christ? | —W. W. Story. 


WHOEVER, through moderation and constancy, 
is at rest in his mind, and in calm possession of 
himself, 80 as neither to pine with care, nor to be 
dejected by fear, nor to be inflamed with desire, 
coveting something greedily, nor relaxed with ex- 
travagant mirth—such a man is that identical 
wise man whom we are inquiring for, he is the 
happy man to whom nothing in this life seems in- 
tolerable enough to depress him, nor exquisit 
enough to transport him unduly.—Cicero’s Tus- 
culan Disputations. 

A Bonny sight is always a bonny sight when the 
cost of it does not come out of one’s own pocket.— 
Mrs. E. Lynn Linton. 

Ler us hav courage. Priests hav invented a 
crime called blasphemy, and behind that crime 
hypocrisy has crouched for thousands of years. 
There is but one blasphemy, and that is injustice; 
there is but one worship, and that is justice. 
R. Q. Ingersoll, 
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THE KIND OF SUNDAY REST THE CHURCH OFFERS THE WORKINGMAN, 


diofes and Clippings. 


CARDINAL GipBows has got his red hat. 
So has the hand-organ man’s monkey. 


'lTHERE are in the postal department at 
Washington two employees appointed by An. 
drew Jackson in 1881. "Their names are Inze 
Lawrenson and James H. Marr, aged respect- 
ivly 84 and 81. 


Some Catholics in Detroit; Mich., raised a 
riot last Sunday over the deposing of their 
priest by the bishop. A half-dozen police- 
men were battered and bruised, but none 
was fatally injured. 7 


BzroHxR's successor bas not yet been 
found. To attempt to fill his place with any 
of the general run of pulpit-whackers would 
be, as some one has expressed it,like trying 
to wad a cannon with a doughnut. 


GLADSTONE said in a recent speech that 
should Ireland extend her request for home 
rule beyond self-government in affairs exclu- 
sivly Irish, subject to unquestionable suprem- 
acy of the imperial Parliament, he could no 
longer promote her cause. 


Tun Springfield Union is informed from 
trustworthy sources that a syndicate has been 
formed in New York to buy up Europe, Asia, 
Africa, East Boston, and New Jersey, and 
annex them to New York city, under the title 
of the Consolidated Earth. 


Mayor Hewitt has appointed as president 
of the board of health a Mr. Bayles, who is 
not only a Knight of Labor, but has been 
quite activ in the -order in northern New 
Jersey. He is author of & published plan for 


adjustment of the labor question, and was 
talked of in Orange and Newark as a work- 
ingmen’s candidate for congress. 


Tur Rev. Joseph Cook says it would hav 
been better for Beecher if he had died twenty 
years ago. The New York Herald adds that 
it would hav been ten dollars in the Rev. Mr. 
Cook's pocket if he had never been born. It 
is safe to bark at a dead lion. 


Mr. Freprriox Harrison bas been travel- 


ing in France on foot and stick in hand, with |. 


an occasional lift by the road in diligences 
and carts. He givs it as his opinion that no 
man or woman that he saw in the least de- 
sired war, or even thought about it. 


CHARLES F. Freeman, the religious fanatic 
of Pocasset, Mass., who in May, 1879, slew 
his daughter as an offering to God, has been 
pardoned by the governor and council. But 
who can pardon the promoters of the religion 
which is responsible for bis insane act ? 


A vispatos from Rome says: ‘ Cardinal 
Taschereau, of Montreal, has succeeded in 
taking the matter of the Knights of Labor be- 
fore the holy office. It is probable that the 
decision will ratify the condemnation of the 
order in Canada, and forbid any extension in 
the United States.” 


Some time ago the Rev. Samuel D. Hinman 
was a missionary among the Indians of Da- 
kota. Bishop Wm. H. Hare investigated him 
and his mission, and made charges of shock- 
ing conduct against Hinman. The latter 
sued the bishop for slander, and got a verdict 
in his favor. The bishop appealed the case, 
and the decision was reversed. Now the Rev. 
Mr. Hinman has moved for a retrial of the 
case, and by the time the matter is finally 


settled it is believed that both the priest and 
his bishop will hav been proved to be rascals. 


Sm Joan LuBBoOk, in a recent letter on 
savages, says that “ the early Britons readily 
lent money on the promis of repayment in the 
next world." SirJohn isright. Asnoted by 
Colonel Ingersoll, the church has always been 
willng to swap off treasures in heaven for 
cash down. It’s a good deal like finding 
money. 


ALFRED Stintt, of Corvallis, Or., cannot 
trust himself in the presence of liquor, and 
has published this card in the local papers: 
** I hereby notify all persons within this state 
that they must not giv or sell me any intoxi- 
cating drink under any consideration. If 
they do, I shall prosecute them to the full 
extent of the law.” 


Ir is said to be the opinion of those quali- 
fied to judge that the Supreme Court of Illi- 
nois will confirm the decision of the court be- 
low in the case of the condemned Anarchists. 
If this decision is reached, the sentence can 
not be affirmed and the day of hanging fixed 
before the first Tuesday in September. A 
hearing of the arguments for a new trial be- 
gan at Ottawa, Ill., on the 17th. : 


APPLICATION has been made to the treasury 
department in Washington for the free entry 
at San Francisco of a joss for a joss-house in 
that city. Free entry is claimed on the 
ground that the joss comes under the classifi- 
cation of images and regalia for religious 
associations. The joss is 150 feet long, and 
is composed of wood, paper, tinsel, and 
metal. The officials are in a quandary, as 
the tariff on gods is a new and unsettled 
question. 


THERE are many institutions in this city of 
a real or quasi charitable or educational 
character, and some which do not partake of 
that character at all, whose property is ex- 
empt from assessment, but so far as these 
take care of real objects of public charity 
they are paid for doing so out of the public 
funds to the full extent of the cost of the ser- 
vice. Through the exemption of church 
property the people do hav to pay toward the 
support of all churches, without reference to 
their own belief in the teachings of any of 
them, or their sympathy with the particular 
work in which they are engaged. When a 
costly church is built by a rich congregation 
for the direct benefit or gratification of its 
own members, and for the promotion of a 
faith ora work in which they are specially 
interested, there is a forced contribution from 
the community, from which no one can es- 
cape, for the purposes of that particular or- 
ganization, through this exemption from all 
rhare in public taxation. There is no limit to 
the amount of wealth that may be thus de- 
voted to propagating the faith and promoting 
the objects of a religious organization with- 
out any tax upon the property which it holds. 
There is no reason why large plots of valu- 
able land, buildings for uses that are mainly 
social, or which are made remunerativ, and 
costly and highly ornamented edifices for the 
gratification of the tastes and sentiments of 
those who use them, should be wholly free 
from taxes, while the humblest home of 
the poorest worker has on that account 
to pay an increased share to the public rev- 
enues. It is matter which should be more 
closely looked into than anyone has hereto- 
fore ventured to look into it.—JVew York 
Times. 
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— Selections. 


Some Interrogation Points. 

From the North American Review, 
' A new party is struggling for recognition—a party 
with leaders who are not politicians, with followers 
who are not seekers after place. Some of those who 
suffer and some of those who sympathize hav com- 
bined. Those who feel that they are oppressed are 
organized for the purpose of redressing their wrongs. 
The workers for wages, and the seekers for work, hav 
uttered a protest. This party is an instrumentality 
for the accomplishment of certain things that are 
very near and very dear to the hearts of many mill. 
ions. 

The object to be attained is a fairer division of 
profits between employers and employed. There isa 
feeling that in some way the workers should not want 
—that the industrious should not be the indigent. 
There is a hope that men and women and children 
are not forever to be the victims of ignorance and 
want—that the tenement house is not always to be 
‘the home of the poor, nor the gutter the nursery of 
their babes. ; 

. As yet, the methods for the accomplishment of 
these aims hav not been agreed upon. Many theories 
hav been advanced, and none has been adopted. 
The question is so vast, so complex, touching human 
interests in so many ways, that no one has yet been 
great enough to furnish a solution, or, if anyone has 
furnished a solution, no one else has been wise 
enough to understand it. 

The hope of the future is that this question will 
finally be understood. It must not be discussed in 
anger. 
taken, there is no place for hatred or for prejudice. 
Capital. is not to blame. Labor is not to blame. 
Both hav been caught in the net of circumstances. 
The rich are as generous as the poor would be if they 
should change places. Men acquire through the 
noblest and the tenderest instincts. They work and 
save not only for themselvs, but for their wives and 
for their children. There is but little confidence in 
the charity of the world. The prudent man in his 
youth makes preparation for his age. 
father, having struggled himself, hopes to save his 
children from drudgery and toil. 

In every country there are classes—that is to say, 

_ the spirit of caste, and this spirit will exist until the 
world is truly civilized. Persons in most communi- 
ties are judged not as individuals, but as members of 
a class. Nothing is more natural, and nothing more 
heartless. These lines that divide hearts on account 
of clothes or titles are growing more and more indis- 
tinct, and the philanthropists, the lovers of the 
human race, believe that the time is coming when 
they will be obliterated. We may do away with 
kings and peasants, and yet there may still be the 
rich and the poor, the intelligent and foolish, the 
beautiful and deformed, the industrious and idle, and 
it may be, the honest and vicious. These classifica- 
tions are in the nature of things. They are produced 
for the most part by forces that are now beyond the 
control of man—but the old rule, that men are dis- 
reputable in the proportion that they are useful, will 
certainly be reversed. The idle lord was always held 
to be the superior of the industrious peasant, the 
devourer better than the producer, and the waster 
superior to the worker. : 

. While in this country we hav no titles of nobility, 
we hav the rieh and tho poor—no princes, no peas- 
ants, but millionaires and mendicants. The individ- 
uals composing these classes are continually chang- 
ing. The rich of to-day may be the poor of to-mor- 
row, and the children of the poor may take their 
places. In this country the children of the poor are 

. educated substantially in the same schools with those 
of the rich. All read the same papers, many of the 
same books, and all for many years hear the same 
questions discussed. They are continually being 
educated, not only at schools, but by the press, by 
political campaigns, by perpetual discussions on pub- 
lic questions, and the result is that those who are 
rich in gold are often poor in thought, and many who 
hav not whereon to lay their heads hav within those 
heads a part of the intellectual wealth of the 
world. 

Years ago the men of wealth were forced to con- 
tribute toward the education of the children of the 
poor. The support of schools by general taxation 
was defended on the ground that it was a means of 
providing for the publie welfare, of perpetuating the 
institutions of a free country by making better men 
and women. This policy has been pursued until at 
last the school-house is larger than the church, and 
the common people through education hav become 
uncommon. They now know how little is really 
known by whai are called the upper classes—how 
little after all is underst(od by kings, presidents, 

` legislators, and men of culture. They are capable not 

only of understanding a few questions, but they hav 
acquired the art of discussing those that no one un- 
derstands. With the facility of politicians they can 
hide behind phrases, make barricades of statistics, 


If a broad and comprehensiv view is to be 
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and chevaux-de-frise of inferences and assertions. 
They understand the sophistries of those who hav 
governed. 

In some respects these common people are the 
superiors of- the so-called aristocracy. hile the 
educated hav been turning their attention to the 
classics, to the dead languages, and the dead ideas 
and mistakes that they contain—while they hav been 
giving their attention to ceramics, artistic decora- 
tions, and compulsory prayers, the common people 
hav been compelled to learn the practical things—to 
become acquainted with facts—by doing the work of 
the world. The professor of a college is no longer a 
match for a master mechanic. ‘The master mechanic 
not only understands principles, but their application. 
He knows things as they are. He has come in con- 
tact with the actual, with realities. He knows some- 
thing of the adaptation of means to ends, and this is 
the highest and most valuable form of education. 


The men who make locomotivs, who construct the. 


vast engins that propel ships, necessarily know more 
than those who hav spent their lives in conjugating 
Greek verbs, looking for Hebrew roots, and discuss- 
ing the origin and destiny of the universe. 

Intelligence increases wants. 
necessities of the people become increased. The old 
wages will not supply the new wants. Man longs 
for a harmony between the thought within and thé 
things without. When the soul livs in a palace, the 
body is not satisfied with rags and patches. The 
glaring inequalities among men, the differences in 
condition, the suffering and the poverty, hav appealed 
to the good and great of every age, and there has 
been in the brain of the philanthropist a dream—a 
hope, a prophecy, of a better day. 

It was believed that tyranny was the foundation 
and cause of the differences between men—that the 
rich were all robbers and the poor all victims, and 
that if a society or government could be founded on 
equal rights and privileges, the inequalities would 
disappear, that all would hav food and clothes and 
reasonable work and reasonable leisure, and that con- 
tent would be found by every hearth. 

There was a reliance on nature—an idea that men 
had interfered with the harmonious action of great 
principles which if left to themselvs would work out 
universal well-being for the human race. Others 
imagined that the inequalities between men were nec- 
essary—that they were part of.a divine plan, and that 
all would be adjusted in some other world—that the 
poor here would be the rich there, and the rich here 
might be in torture there. Heaven became the 
reward of the poor, of the slave, and hell their 
revenge. . 

When our government was established, it was de- 
clared that all men are endowed by their creator with 
certain inalienable rights, among which were life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. It was then 
believed that if all men had an equal opportunity, if 
they were allowed to make and execute their own 
laws, to levy their own taxes, the frightful inequali- 
ties seen in the despotisms and monarchies of the 
Old World would entirely disappear. This was the 
dream of 1776. The founders of. the government 
knew how kings, and princes, and dukes, and lords, 
and barons had lived upon the labor of the peasants. 
They knew the history of those sges of want and 
crime, of luxury and suffering. But in spite of our 
Declaration, in spite of our Constitution, in spite of 
universal suffrage, the inequalities still exist. We 
hav the kings and princes, the lords and peasants, in 
fact, if not in name. Monopolists, corporations, 
capitalists, workers for wages, hav taken their places, 
and we are forced to admit that even universal 
suffrage cannot clothe and feed the world. 

For thousands of years men hav been talking and 
writing about the great law of supply and demand— 
and insisting that in some way this mysterious law 
has governed and will continue to govern the activi- 
ties of the human race. It is admitted that this law 
is merciless—that when the demand fails, the pro- 
ducer, the laborer, must suffer, must perish—that the 
law feels neither pity nor malice—it simply acts, re- 
gardless of consequences. Under this law, capital 
will employ the cheapest. The single man can work 
for less than the married. Wife and children are lux- 
uries not to be enjoyed under this law. The igno- 
rant hav fewer wants than the educated, and for this 
reason ean afford to work for less. The great law 
will giv employment to the single and to the ignorant 
in preference to the married and intelligent. The 
great law has nothing to do with food or clothes, with 
filth or crime. It cares nothing for homes, for peni- 
tentiaries or asylums. It simply acts—and some men 
triumph, some succeed, some fail, and some perish. 

Others insist that the curse of the world is monop- 
oly. And yet, as long as some men are stronger 
than others, as long as some are more intelligent 
than others, they must be, to the extent of such ad- 
vantage, monopolists. Every man of genius is a 
monopolist. 

We are told that the great remedy against monop- 
oly—that is to say, against extortion—is free and un- 
restricted competition. But, after all, the history of 
this world shows that the brutalities of competition 
are equaled only by those of monopoly. The suc- 
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cessful competitor becomes a monopolist, and if com- 
petitors fail to destroy each other, the instinct of 
self-preservation ‘suggests a combination. In other 
words, competition is a stfuggle between two or 
more persons or corporations for the purpose of de- 
termining which shall hav the uninterrupted privi- 
lege of extortion. : 

. In this country the people hav had the, greatest 
reliance on competition. If a railway company 
charged too much a rival road was built. As a mat- 
ter of fact, we are indebted for half the railroads of 
the United States to the extortions of the other half, 
and the same may truthfully be said of telegraph 
lines. As a rule, while the exactions of monopoly 
constructed new roads and new lines, competition : 
has either destroyed the weaker, or produced the 
pool which is & means of keeping both monopolies 
alive, or of producing a new monopoly with greater 
needs, supplied by methods more heartless than the 
old. When a rival road is built, the people support 
the rival because the fares and freights are some- 
what les-. Then the old and richer monopoly in- 
augurates war, and the people, glorying in the bene- 
fits of competition, are absurd enough to support the 
old. In a little while the new company, unable to 
maintain the contest, left by the people at the mercy 
of the stronger, goes to the wall, and the triumphant 
monopoly proceeds to make the intelligent people 
pay not only the old price, but enough in addition to 
make up for the expenses of the contest. . 

Is there any remedy for this? None, except with 
the people themselvs. When the people become 
intelligent enough to support the rival at a reason- 
able price; when they know enough to allow both 
roads to liv; when they are intelligent enough to 
recognize & friend and to stand by that friend as 
against & known enemy, this question will be at least 
on the edge of solution. i 

So far as I know, this course has never been pur- : 
sued except in one instance, and that is in the pres- 
ent war between the Gould and Mackey cables. 
The Gould system had been charging from sixty to 
eighty cents a word, and the Mackey system charged 
forty. Then the old monopoly tried to induce the 
rival to put the prices back to sixty. The rival 
refused, and thereupon the Gould combination 
dropped to twelve and a half, for the purpose of de- 
stroying the rival The Mackey cable fixed the 
tariff at twenty-five cents, saying to its customers, 
“You are intelligent enough to understand what this 
war means. If our cables are defeated, the Gould 
system will go back not only to the old price, but 
will add enough to reimburse itself for the cost of 
destroying us. If you really wish for competition, 
if you desire a reasonable service at a reasonable 
rate, you will support us.” Fortunately, an exceed- 
ingly intelligent class of people does business by 
the cables. They are merchants, bankers, and brokers, 
dealing with large amounts, with intricate, compli- 
cated, and international questions. Of necessity 
they are used to thinking for themselvs. They are 
not dazzled into blindness by the glare of the pres- 
ent. They see the future. They are not duped by 
the sunshine of à moment or the promis of an hour. 
They see beyond the horizon of a penny saved. 
These people had intelligence enough to say, '* The 
rival who stands between us and extortion is our 
friend, and our friend shall not be allowed to die." 

Does not this tend to show that people must. de- 
pend upon themselvs, and that some questions can 
be settled by the intelligenee of those who buy, of 
those who use, and that customers are not entirely 
helpless? l 

Another thing should not be forgetten, and that is 
this : there is the same war between monopolies that 
there is between individuals, and the monopolies for 
many years hav been trying to destroy each other. 
They hav unconsciously been working for the ex- 
tinction of monopolies. These monopolies differ as 
individuals do. You find among them the rich and 
the poor, the lucky and the unfortunate, millionaires 
and tramps. The great monopolies hav been de- 
vouring the little ones. 

Only a few years ago the railways in this country 
were controled by local directors and local managers. 
The people along the lines were interested in the 
stock. Asa consequence, whenever any legislation 
was threatened hostil to the interests of these rail- 
ways, they had local friends who used their influence 
with legislators, governors, and juries. During this. 
time they were protected, but when the hard times. 
came many of these companies were unable to pay 
their interest. They suddenly became Socialists. 
They cried out against their prosperous rivals. They 
felt like joining the Knights of Labor. They began 
to talk about rights and wrongs. But in spite of 
their cries, they hav passed into the hands of the 
richer roads—they were seized by the great monopo- 
lies. Now the important railways are owned by per- 
sons living in large cities or in foreign countries. 
They hav no local friends, and when the time comes, 
and it may. come, for the general government to say 
how much these companies shall charge for passen- 
gers and freights, they will hav no local friends. It 
may be that the great mass of the people will then be 
on the other side. So that after all the great corpo- 
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rations hav been busy settling the question against 
themselvs. 

Possibly a majority, of the American people be- 
lieve to-day that in some way all these questions be- 
tween capital and labor can be settled by constitu- 
tions, laws, and judicial decisions. Most people 
imagin that a statute is a sovereign specific for any 
evil. But while the theory has all been one way, the 
actual experience has been the other—just as the 
free-traders hav all the arguments and the protec- 
tionists most of the facts. 

The truth is, as Mr. Buckle says, that for five hun. 
dred years all real advance in legislation has been 
made by repealing laws. Of one thing we must be 
satisfied, and that is that real monopolies hav never 
been controled by law, but the fact that such monop- 
olies exist is a demonstration that the law has been 
controled. In our country, legislators are for the 
most part controled by those who, by their wealth 
and influence, elect them. The few in reality cast the 
votes of the many, and the few influence the ones 
voted for by the many. Special interests, being ac- 
tiv, secure special legislation, and the object of 
special legislation is to create a kind of monopoly— 
that is to say, to get some advantage. Chiefs, bar- 
ons, priests, and kings ruled, robbed, destroyed, and 
duped, and their places hav been taken by corpora- 
tions, monopolists, and politicians. The large fish 
still liv on the little ones, and the fine theories hav 
as yet failed to change the condition of mankind, 

Law in this country is effectiv only when it is the 
recorded will of a majority. When the zealous few get 
control of the legislature, and the laws are passed to 
prevent Sabbath-breaking, or wine-drinking, they 
succeed only in putting their opinions and provincial 
prejudices in legal phrase. There was a time when 
men worked from fourteen to sixteen hours a day. 
These hours hav not. been lessened, they hav not 
been shortened by law. The law has followed and re- 
corded, but the law isnot a leader and not a prophet. 
It appears to be impossible to fix wages—just as im- 
possible as to fix the values of all manufactured things, 
. including the works of art. The field is too great, 

the problem too complicated, for the human mind to 
asp. 

To fix the value of labor is to fix all values—labor 
being the foundation of all values. The value of 
labor cannot be fixed unless we understand the rela- 
tions that all things bear to each other and to man. 
If labor were a legal tender—if a judgment for so 
many dollars could be discharged by so many days 
of labor—and the law was that twelve hours of work 
should be reckoned as one day, then the law could 
change the hours to ten or eight, and the judgments 
could be paid in the shortened days. But it is easy 
to see that in all contracts made after the passage of 
such a law, the difference in hours would be taken 
into consideration. 

We must remember that law is not a creativ force. 
It produces nothing. I raises neither corn nor wine. 
The legitimate object of law is to protect the weak, 
to prevent violence and fraud, and to enforce honest 
contracts, to the end that each person may be free to 

do as he desires, providing only that he does not in- 
terfere with the rights of others. Our fathers tried 
to make people religious by law. They failed. 
Thousands are now trying to make people temperate 
in the same manner. Such efforts always hav been 
and probably always will be failures. People who 
believe that an infinit God gave to the Hebrews a 
-perfect code of laws, must admit that even this code 
failed to civilize the inhabitants of Palestine. 

It seems impossible to make people just, or chari- 
table, or industrious, or agreeable, or successful, by 
law, any more than you can make them physically 
perfect or mentally sound. Of course we admit that 
good people intend to make good laws, and that good 
laws, faithfully and honestly executed, tend to the 
preservation of human rights and to the elevation of 
the race, but the enactment of a law not in accordance 
‘with a sentiment already existing in the minds and 
hearts of the people—the very people who are de- 
pended upon to enforce this law—-is not a help, but a 
hindrance. A real law is but the expression in an 
authoritativ and accurate form of the judgment and 
desire of the majority. As we become intelligent and 
kind, this intelligence and kindness find expression 
in law. 

But how is it possible to fix the wages of every 
man? To fix wages is to fix prices, and a govern- 
ment, to do this intelligently, would necessarily hav 
to hav the wisdom generally attributed to an infinit 
being. It would hav to supervise and fix the condi- 
tions of every exchange of commodities and the value 
of every conceivable thing. Many things can be ac- 
complished by law. Employers may be held respon- 
sible for injuries to the employed. The mines can 
be ventilated. Children can be rescued from the 
deformities of toil—burdens taken from the backs of 
wives and mothers—houses made wholesome, food 
-healthful—that is to say, the weak can be protected 
from the strong, the honest from the vicious, honest 
contracts can be enforced, and many rights protected. 

The men who hav simply strength, muscle, endur- 
ance, compete not only with other men of strength, 
but with the inventions of genius. What would 
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doctors say if physicians of iron could be invented | 


with curious cogs and wheels, so that when a certain 
button was touched the proper prescription would 
be written? How would lawyers feelif a lawyer could 
be invented in such a way that questions of law, 
being putin a kind of hopper anda crank being turned, 
decisions of the highest court could be prophesied 
without failure? And how would the ministers feel 
if somebody should invent a clergyman of wood that 
would to all intents and purposes answer the purpose? 

Invention has filled the world with the competitors 
not only of laborers, but of mechanics—mechanics of 
the highest skill. To-day the ordinary laborer is for 
the most part a cog in a wheel. He works with the 
tireless—he feeds the insatiable. When the monster 
stops, the man is out of employment, out of bread. 
He has not saved anything. The machine that he 
fed was not feeding him, was not working for him— 
the invention was not for his benefit. The other day 
I heard a man say that it was almost impossible for 
thousands of good mechanics to get employment, and 
that in his judgment the government ought to fur- 
nish work for the people. A few minutes after, I 
heard another say that he was selling a patent for 
cutting out clothes, that one of his machines could 
do the work of twenty tailors, and that only the 
week before he had sold two to a great house in New 
York, and that over forty cutters had been discharged. 


On every sidé men are being discharged and. 


machines are being invented to take their places. 
When the great factory shuts down, the workers who 
inhabited it and gave it life, ag thoughts do the brain, 
go away and it stands there like an empty skull. A 
few workmen, by the force of habit, gather about the 
closed doors and broken windows and talk about dis- 
trass, the price of food, and the coming winter. 
They are convinced that they hav not had their share 
of what their labor created. They feel certain that 
the machines inside were not their friends. They 
look at the mansion of the employer and think of the 
places where they liv. They hav saved nothing— 
nothing but themselvs. The employer seems to hav 
enough. Even when employers fail, when they be- 
come bankrupt, they are far better off than the labor- 
ers ever were. Their worst is better than the toilers' 
best. 

The capitalist comes forward with his specific. He 
tells the workingman that he must be economical— 
and yet, under the present system, economy would 
only lessen wages. Under the great law of supply 
and demand every saving, frugal, self-denying work- 
ingman is unconsciously doing what little he' can to 
reduce the compensation of himself and his fellows. 
The slaves who did not wish to run away helped 
fasten chains on those who did. So the saving me- 
chanic is a certificate that wages are high enough. 
Does the great law demand that every worker liv on 
the least possible amount of bread? Is it his fate to 


work one day, that he may get enough food to be 


able to work another? Is that to be his only hope 
—that and death? 

Capital has always claimed and still claims the 
right to combine. Manufacturers meet and deter- 
min upon prices, even in spite of the great law of 
supply and demand. Hav the laborers the same 
right to consult and combine? The rich meet in the 
bank, the elub-house, or parlor. Workingmen, when 
they combine, gather in the street. All the organ- 
ized forces of society are against them. Capital has 
the army and the navy, the legislativ, the judicial, 
and the executiv departments. When the rich com- 
bine, it is for the purpose of “exchanging ideas.” 
When the poor combine, it is a “conspiracy.” If 
they act in concert, if they really do something, it is 
a “mob.” If they defend themselvs, it is “ trea- 
son.” How is it that the rich control the depart- 
ments of government? In this country the polit- 
ical power is equally divided among the men. 
There are certainly more poor than there are rich. 
Why should the rich control? Why should not the 
laborers combine for the purpose of controling the 
executiv, legislativ, and judicial departments? Will 
they ever find how powerful they are? 

In every country there is a satisfied class—too 
satisfied to care. They are like the angels in heaven 
who are never disturbed by the miseries of earth. 
They are too happy to be generous. This satisfied 
class asks no questions and answers none. They be- 
lieve the world is as it should be. All reformers are 
simply disturbers of the peace. When they talk 
low, they should not be listened to; when they talk 
loud, they should be suppressed. 

* The truth is to-day what it always has been—what 
it always will be—those who feel are the only ones 
who think. A cry comes from the oppressed, from 
the hungry, from the down-trodden, from the unfor- 
tunate, from men who despair and from women who 
weep. There are times when mendicants become 
revolutionists—when a rag becomes a banner, under 
which the noblest and bravest battle for the right. 

How are we to settle the unequal contest between 
men and machines? Will the machine finally go 
into partnership with the laborer? Can these forces 
of nature be controled for the benefit of her suffer- 
ing children? Will extravagance keep pace with in- 
genuity? Will the workers become intelligent 


enough and strong enough to be the owners of the 
machines? Will these giants, these Titans, shorten 
or lengthen the hours of labor? ‘Will they giv leis- 
ure to the industrious, or will they make the rich 
richer and the poor poorer? 

Is man involved in the “general scheme of 
things?” Is there no pity, no mercy? Can man 
become intelligent enough to be generous, to be 
just; or does the same law or fact control him that 
controls the animal and vegetable world? The great 
oak steals the sunlight from the smaller trees. The 
strong animals devour the weak—everything eating 
something else—everything at the mercy of beak, 
and claw, and hoof, and tooth—of hand and club, 
of brain and greed—inequality, injustice everywhere. 

The poor horse standing in the street with his 
dray, overworked, over-whipped, and under-fed, when 
he sees other horses groomed to mirrors, glittering 
with gold and silver, seorning with proud feet the 
very earth, probably indulges in the usual Socialistic 
reflections, and this-same horse, worn out and old, 
deserted by his master, turned into the dusty road, 
leans his head on the topmost rail, looks at donkeys 
in a field of clover, and feels like a Nihilist. 

In the days of savagery the strong devoured the 
weak-—actually ate their flesh. In spite of all the 
laws that man has made, in spite of all advance in 
science, literature, and art, the strong, the cunning, 
the heartless, still liv on the weak, the unfortunate, 


-and foolish. True, they do not eat their flesh, they 


do not drink their blood, but they liv on their labor, 
on their self-denial, their weariness, and want. The 
poor man who deforms himself by toil, who labors 
for wife and child, through all his anxious, barren, 
wasted life—who goes to the grave without ever hav- 
ing had one luxury—has been the food of others. 
He has been devoured by his fellow-men. The poor 
woman living in the bare and lonely rocm, cheerless 
and fireless, sewing night and day to keep starvation 
from a child, is slowly being eaten by her fellow- 
men. When I take into consideration the agony of 
eivilized life—the number of failures, the poverty, 
the anxiety, the tears, the withered hopes, the bitter 
realities, the hunger, the crime, the humiliation, the 
shame—-I am almost forced to say that cannibalism, 
after all, is the most merciful form in which man has 
ever lived upon his fellow-man. 

Some of the best and purest of our race hav advo- 
cated what is known as Socialism. They hav not 
only taught, but, what is mueh more to the purpose, 
hav believed, that a nation should be a family; that 
the government should take care of all its children; 
that it should provide work, and food, and clothes, 
and education for all, and that it should divide the 
results of all Jabor equitably with all. 

Seeing the inequalities among men, knowing of the 
destitution and crime, these men were willing to sac- 
rifice, not only their own liberties, but the liberties 
of all. 

Socialism seems to be one of the worst possible 
forms of slavery. Nothing in my judgment would so 
utterly paralyze a)l the forces, all the splendid ambi- 
tions and aspirations that now tend to the civilization 
of man. In ordinary systems of slavery there are 
some masters, a few are supposed to be free; but in 
a Socialistic state all would be slaves. 

If the government is to provide work, it must de- 
cide for the worker what he must do. It must say 
who shall chisel statues, who shall paint pictures, 
who shall compose music, and who shall practice the 
professions. Is any government, or can any govern- 
ment be, capable of .intelligently performing these 
countless duties? It must not only control work, it 
must not only decide what each shall do, but it must 
control expenses, because expenses bear a direct rela- 
tion to products. Therefore the government must 
decide what the worker shall eat and wherewithal he 
shall be clothed; the kind of house in which he shall 
liv; the manner in which it shall be furnished, and, if 
this government furnishes the work, it must decide 
on the days or the hours of leisure. More than this, 
it must fix values; it must decide not only who shall 
sell, but who shall buy, and the price that must be 
paid—and it must fix this value not simply upon the 
labor, but on everything that can be produced, that 
can be exchanged or sold. 

Is it possible to conceive of a despotism beyond 
this? The present condition of the world is bad 
enough, with its poverty and ignorance, but it is far 
better than it could by any possibility be under any 
government like the one described. There would 
be less hunger of the body, but not of the mind. 
Each man would simply be a citizen of a large peni- 
tentiary, and, as in every well-regulated prison, some- 
body would decide what each should do. The 
inmates of a prison retire early; they rise with the 
sun; they hav something to eat; they are not dissi- 
pated ; they hav ciothes; they attend divine service; 
they hav but little to say about their neighbors; 
they do not suffer from cold; their habits are excel- 
lent, and yet, no one envies their condition. Social- 
ism destroys the family. The children belong to the 
state. Certain officers take the places of parents. 
Individuality is lost. 

The human race cannot afford to exchange its lib- 
erty for any possible comfort. You remember the 
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old fable of the fat dog that met the lean wolf in the 
forest. The wolf, astonished to see so prosperous an 
animal, inquired of the dog where he got his food, 
and the dog told him that there was a man who took 
care of him, gave him his breakfast, his dinner, and 
his supper with the utmost regularity, and that he 
. had all that he could eat and very little to do. The 
wolf said, “Do you think this man would treat me as 
he does you?” The dog replied, “Yes; come along 
with me.” So they jogged on together toward the 
dog’s home. On the way the wolf happened to 
notice that some hair was worn off the dog’s neck, 
and he said, “How did the hair become worn?" 
“ That is,” said the dog, “the mark of the collar—my 
master ties me at night.” “Oh,” said the wolf, 
“are you chained? Are you deprived of your lib- 
erty? I believe I will go back. I prefer hunger.” 

It is impossible for any man with a good heart to 
be satisfied with this world as it now is. No one 
ean truly enjoy even what he earns—what he knows 
to be his own—knowing that millions of his fellow- 
men are in misery and want. When we think of the 
famished we feel that it is almost heartless to eat. 
To meet the ragged and shivering makes one almost 
ashamed to be well dressed and warm—one feels as 
though his heart was as cold as their bodies. 

In a world filled with millions and millions of acres 
of land waiting to be tilled, where one man can raise 
the food for hundreds, millions are on the edge of 


famin. Who can comprehend the stupidity at the. 


bottom of this truth? 

Is there to be no change? Are “ the law of supply 
and demand,” invention and science, monopoly and 
competition, capital and legislation, always to be the 
enemies of those who toil? "Will the workers always 
be ignorant enough and stupid enough to giv 
their earnings for the useless? Will they support 
millions of soldiers to kill the sons of other working- 
men? Will they always build temples for ghosts and 
phantoms, and liv in huts and dens themselvs? Will 
they forever allow parasites with crowns, and vam- 
pires with miters, to liv upon their blood? Will they 
remain the slaves of the beggars they support? How 
long will they be controled by friends who seek 
favors, and by reformers who want office? Will 
they always prefer famin in the city to a feast in the 
fields? Will they ever feel and know that they hav 
no right to bring children into this world that they 
cannot support? Will they use their intelligence for 
themselvs, or for others? Will they become wise 
enough to know that they cannot obtain their own 
liberty by destroying that of others? Will they 
finally see that every man has a right to choose his 
trade, his profession, his employment, and has the 
right to work when, and for whom, and for what he 
wil? Will they finally say that the man who has 
had equal privileges with all others has no right to 
complain, or will they follow the example that has 
been set by their oppressors? ‘Will they learn that 
force, to succeed, must hav a thought behind it, and 
that anything done, in order that it may endure, 
must rest upon the corner-stone of justice? 

Will they, at the command of priests, forever 
extinguish the spark that sheds a little light in every 
brain? Will they ever recognize the fact that labor, 
above all things, is honorable—that it is the founda- 
tion of virtue? Will they understand that beggars 
cannot be generous, and that every healthy man must 
earn the right to liv? Will honest men stop taking 
off their hats to successful fraud? Will industry, in 
the presence of crowned idleness, forever fall upon 
its knees, and wil! the lips unstained by lies forever 
kiss the robed impostor's hand ? 

Rozerr G. INGERSOLL. 
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The Liberal Club. 


Tue Truru Srexer moved week before last, and the 
man with the badge-pin got so weary hollering while 
others lifted at the thousands of pounds of types, im- 
posing-stones, and other bric-a-brac, that instead of 
going to the 439th meeting of the Manhattan Liberal 
Club, he stayed at home to rest. Sustained intel- 
lectual effort must be followed by a period of relaxa- 
tion. Such information regarding the above meeting 
as is here afforded was derived from the lady secre- 
tary. 

The lecturer of the evening was Mrs. Isabelle Hin- 
ton, who spoke to the query, “ What is Socialism?” 
It was one of those fortunately very rare occasions 
when President Wakeman was not on hand to call 
the meeting to order, and that duty devolved upon 
Deacon Dean, who got along with it quite well. 
Concerning what followed, the secretary says: ** Mrs. 
Hinton opened her address with an appropriate 
poem—at least, what could be heard of it in the back 
part of the room was appropriate, but, being more & 
musician than an elocutionist, she seemed to forget 
that, in reading, emphasis should be regulated by the 
sense, and not by meter, as with the accent in music. 
,So, not unlike Colonel Dawson, the speaker allowed 
the stress of voice to fall somewhat too monoto- 
nously upon syllables and words by measure, and then 
allowed her voice to drop almost to indistinctness in 
uttering other words of the greatest importance.” 
Having made this technical and Delsartian criticism 


of the style of the discourse, the secrétary proceeds 
to consider its matter: “ The lecturer spoke more of 
results that would be attained by the institution of 
Socialism than of the specific methods, in detail, by 


which these results may be reached. One never be- 


fore having heard of Socialism would hav known 
but little more about it at the end of the lecture than 
at the beginning.” As the Liberal Club audience is 
somewhat acquainted with the subject, however, her 
omission to tell what Socialism is, instead of what it 
may possibly aim at, was not. seriously felt. The 
lecture lasted half an hour, during which time Presi- 
dent Wakeman arrived, and furnished occasion for 
applause. 

Dr. Kinget complained that the speaker had not 
done jüstice to the subject. Monopolists, tyrants, 
bosses, and other rulers must be eliminated by uni- 
versal cooperation. Of Dr. Kinget’s remarks the 
secretary observes: ‘The doctor forgets that in any 
and every movement there must be a leader.” 

Mrs. Leonard expressed her surprise at Dr. 
Kinget's lack of comprehension. 

Mr. Leavitt said that Socialism was one of some 
thirty reforms which he was interested in. Among 
the others were graduated taxation, land limitation, 
greenbacks, and the shutting off of immigration to 
this country. To the latter reform Mr. Leavitt had 
determined to devote all his great powers as an orator 
and writer. Those who read this in foreign parts 
should hasten to America before Mr. Leavitt gets in 
his work and closes our ports. 

Mrs. Florence Kelly, Wishnowetzki was next intro- 
duced by the Chair, with some difficulty, as “ all the 
way from Russia.” Mrs. Wishnowetzki said that 
joke was too far fetched, as she was from Philadel- 
phia. The lecture to which she had listened was of 
too general a nature, and had not added to the sum 
total of her knowledge of Socialism. 

Mr. Sutherland maintained that, as Professor 
Denslow had pointed out in a recent lecture, Social- 
ism is a return to barbarism, because all savage tribes 
are social in their customs. The secretary here 
comes to. the relief of Socialism as follows: ** Mr. 
Sutherland is evidently unaware of the potency of a 
principle or law known to students of Integralism as 
the antithetical repetition of the lowestin the highest ; 
that is, that the lowest, the stages of barbarism; will 
reappear in the highest stages of civilization, but 
they will appear ‘with a new spirit and a different 
purpose.’ Socialiam was and is, in a measure, prev- 
alent in the barbaric stages; so are the habits of 
breathing and eating. Is it logical to reason that if 
we breathe or eat now we shall return to barbarism ? 
Just as logical as to say that Socialism is barbarism. 
Dismiss your fears, Mr. Sutherland,” proceeds the 
secretary; “you need not anticipate impossibilities. 
The government of the United States is nearer 
Socialistic than that of almost any other country, and 
its course is the true course of evolution, for the So- 
cialist believes that the administration by the whole 
for the good of all is for the fittest to survive.” 

Dr. Weeks and Herr Oppenheimer followed, mak- 
ing some good points, and then came the closing 
speech of the evening, Colonel Hinton answering in 
behalf of Mrs. Hinton. “The only thing which 
marred what he said,” comments the secretary, “ was 
his tendency to attack the person holding an opposit 
opinion instead of the opinion itself" Nearly every- 
body, he said, agreed that the railroads and the 
telegraph, as well as the post-cffice, should be in the 
hands of the government. Why not, then, the land 
and the means of production and distribution ?—re- 
membering always that government means the whole 
people—in the hands of all for the good of all. 


The 440th regular meeting of the Manhattan Lib- 
eral Club was marked by the return of Mr. Isaae Co- 
hen to its platform. 

Dr. Edwin V. Wright, who was expected to ad- 
dress the meeting on “ Dangers of the Republic,” 
failed to appear at the proper time. This in no wise 
disconeerted the president, who, in opening, merely 
announced the facts in the case, and observed cheer- 
fully that the club would, as in so many previous 
instances, draw upon its own inexhaustible resources. 
The audience would please to nominate its speaker. 
The names of Cohen and Eccles were immediately 
suggested. Herr Oppenheimer was present, and 
gave visible tokens of being willing to make a speech, 
but he was overlooked. The Chair asked Dr. Eccles 
to make the overture, as he would be more likely to 
take the orthodox side and thus stimulate discussion. 
Dr. Eccles was sustained by applause as he took the 
platform. It was always supposed, he said, by the 
general public that some danger to our republic is 
imminent. Some see danger in Anarchism, others 
in Socialism; they balance each other. Catholicism 
and Freethought also pair in an innocuous manner. 
Monopolies are all blessings, and are capable of 
becoming: greater blessings. At the same time, mo- 
nopolies are curses. Such is the nature of truth; 
whatever is good is bad, and the better it is the 
worse it is when turned toa bad end. Weare apt to 
be extremists and see only one side of truth. Social- 
ists who would suppress all small monopolies would 
substitute therefor a national governmental monop- 


deep regret. 


oly. Monopolies would be harmless if they were 
kept in subjection during their incipiency. We 
should hav such a law passed that any monopolist 
who lowers his rates in competition to kill a rival shall 
keep his prices down after the rival is dead, and thus 
kill himself. Dr. Eecles’s speech was quite satis- 
factory. e 

Mr. Cohen then took the floor. It was very grati- 
fying to see him there again, as he has been absent 
for a good while. He informed his friends that he 
had recently been a resident of the city of Washing- 
ton, and consequently eould speak with confidence of 
United States affairs. He regretted that Dr. Eccles 
had been so non-committal in his remarks, and had 
said nothing positiv eyether one way or the other. 
Mr. Cohen said eyether twice, so that the audience 
would see that he did not say eether, which has 
passed out of use. Mr. Cohen did not believe the 
government was in danger, because the people ‘were 
able to get along all right without any government, 
He had beenin rural districts where they didn’t know 
we had such a thing as a government, and didn’t care 
to know. Mr. Cohen believed in protection as against 
free trade, because under free trade a strike would 
hav no show of success, as manufacturers would 
import instead of manufacturing. Dr. Eccles evi- 
dently misunderstood the nature of Socialism. It 
did not propose to put industries in the hands of the 
present government, but the government would be 
changed to fit Socialism. The speaker believed all 
monopolies were evils. He also discussed the pen- 
sion and appropriation bills, and the Interstate Com- 
merce bill. Mr. Cohen shows signs of having studied 
the congressional methods of expression, and has con- 
tracted an ornate style of oratory. He discourses 
fluently of the splendors of the Roman empire, and 
knows a8 much as any one about the cause of its 
fall. A speech or sermon nowadays which contains 
no reference to the fall of the Roman empire is not. 
considered a finished effort.  . 

Mrs. Hallock, who had hardly succeeded in deferring 
her criticism until Mr. Cohen had finished his speech, 
was the next speaker. She said the greatest monop- 
oly was the monopoly of the weaker sex by the 
stronger. All other evils can be traced to this one. 
Women are never elected to Congress, and yet they 
hav to suffer for the sins of that body. Aren't you 
ashamed of yourselvs?” she inquired. 

Colonel Hinton said that the paramount and over- 
whelming danger is the divorcement of the citizen 
from the government—the contempt of the rich and 
the indifference of the poor. No one with any capac- 
ity of observation can deny that such is the state of 
affairs in the United States. 

: Mr. Sutherland was glad to hear that things were 
no worse. He did not believe governments could 
conduct enterprises as profitably as individuals. He 
had taken observations in the navy yard at Brooklyn, 
and never saw half the erhployees there working at 
once. The greatest danger to government is corrup- 
tion in polities. 

Mr. Flynn, à new member, said Dr. Eccles had 
amused him. Mr. Flynn endeavored to rebuke the - 
club for not accepting the Bible for authority, and 
then quoted from that aged book a saying that is 
nowhere between its lids. Then he said that the 
proper place for woman was by the fireside. The 
lady secretary desires to know what business Mr. 
Flynn has to form an opinion upon that subject. It 
is women’s duty, she holds, to stay by the fireside or 
not, just as she chooses, and men hav no voice in the 
matter whatever. 

Dr. Eccles closed the debate. 

A member purchased a Teura SEEKER of last week, 
and, when he found there was no report of the previ- 
ous meeting, desired his money returned. 

Mr. Wakeman referred to the approaching annual 
meeting and election of officers, and warned the club 
that it must elect a new president, as he should de- 
cline to be a candidate. . This announcement caused 
The club will probably decline to ac- 
cept its president’s resignation. As for the writer of 
these lines, he can never think of any but Brother 
Wakeman as the proper chairman of the meetings. 
But if the edict has gone forth, and there must come 
the bitter end, while we lament departed worth, and 
mourn the club's distinguished friend; yet shall the 
cause of light progress; the right shall grapple with 
the wrong ; the hosts of truth will onward press, and 
help to boom the thing along. Aspirers to forensic 
fame shall those who dwell in darkness teach, and 
members will discuss the same in speeches of ten 
minutes each. 

The next lecture is by John Beverly Robinson, 
Esq., on “Anarchism and Christianity.” 


ee —_ 
The New Theology as Bad as the Old. 


Writing of Col. R. G. Ingersoll, the editor of the 
New Theology Herald says: 


It is well known that for several years the great Goliath of 
the Philistines has been losing his enthusiasm for destructiv 
work. He himself has said that only the need of money now 
keeps him before the public as a religious iconoclast. Once 
he had enthusiasm, but his heart is no longer in the work. 


The above statements are lies. 
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News and Notes. 


It was & glorious day, Wednesday, March 9th, 
when I journeyed along the jeweled ramparts of the 
mountains shining with all sweet colors in the brill- 
iant atmosphere, so clear that the most distant sum- 
mits were almost as distinct in outline as the first 
ranges. The beauty of nature answered to the high 
hope within of humanity's progress. My sojourn in 
Colorado was pleasant indeed. . The friends there are 
good to the core. Our pioneer, Jamieson, has 
labored effectivly. The Denver society will conquer 
all difficulties, I know. Austin W. Smith has offered 
a lot worth thirty-five hundred dollars for the build- 
ing of a Secular Hall, and so our temple of humanity 
will sometime greet the sun amid this mountain land. 
‘With such devoted supporters as Messrs. Coplen, 
Fisher, Roth, Freeman, Hurlburt, Truss, J A e 
A. H. Weber; C. T. Weber, Fred Warren, Z. Shedd, 
Dr. McCall, with their families and others, Denver 
will be one of our brightest camp-fires in the long 
line of freedom, and Colorado shall fling for us its 
pennons from a thousand hights. 

Along I go through the golden sunset, the moon- 
light and starlight, the corridors of morn, and be- 
neath the cloudless arch of day, by the glistening 
Spanish Peaks that stand like two enormous sentinels 
guarding a world of enchantment. This is a strange 
country indeed, New Mexico and Arizona. I seem to 
be on a different continent, so wonderful and gro- 
tesque is the scenery. The winds and the waves hav 
played mighty pranks in these weird and desolate 
regions. Volcanic fires and lava streams hav written 
their history here. The deserts, gray and red, stretch 
away, edged with a thousand fantastic forms, that 


tower in the blue horizon six and twelve thousand | b 


feet high. It seems as if this were once the dwell- 
ing-place of giants, who had a high old spree, and 
tumbled things about in reckless fashion, without any 
regard for appearances. It is a world of anarchy, 
and it seems out of place for the iron horse of civili- 
zation to go dashing along these ancient solitudes. 
How is it possible for any modern thing to flourish 
here? And yet all of a sudden out of these grim ruins 
we come upon a bright city of from five to ten thou- 
sand inhabitants, and wonder how it is possible for 
such things to be, for the hand of progress to unroll 
so busy a scene of life in the very heart of the wilder- 
ness. We find the conveniences of civilization min- 
gled with barbaric relics, and the wild savage stands 
alongside the elegance of wealth, a marvelous con- 
trast. We ride by Indian villages, with their desultory 
mud huts, quite stately and comfortable-looking, some 
of them, and in the morning sun they present a 
picturesque aspect; and the little black barbarians 
that stare at us with such keen eyes under dark 
masses of tangled hair look for all the world as if 
they had just sprung from the soil, human weeds 
that grow up ina night. I almost expected to see 
them sink back into dust as the train went rattling by. 

All day long, and all night long, and another day 
I had to travel far into the midnight ere I reached a 
place of rest—and not much of a rest at that, for the 
station where we changed cars is only about six 
weeks old, and the hotel accommodations are not of 
the finest. The station itself is only a freight-car, 
and the hotel a rude building of clapboards, and our 
couch & pine bunk, where I hadn’t room to turn over 
for fear of tumbling off and rolling downstairs; and 
` several others were in the same room with me, piled 
soldier-fashion together. However, I slept well. 
The landlord was one of the jolliest fellows I ever 
met—fat as Falsteff, and as humorous. He was 
bound to make you happy, and I verily believe that 
if I had slept outdoors on the hard ground he would 
hav made me imagin that I was on a downy couch, 
his remarks were so exhilarating. He was as good 

as a band of music. 

' Saturday was a lovely day, and we sped over the 
new railroad to Prescott, the capital of Arizona, 
arriving about morn. Arizona can boast of one 
thing, at least—a splendid climate. The air is per- 
fectly delicious. The heavens are of a lustrous blue. 
The mountains shine like diamonds. 

I found Prescott a thriving place of about two 
thousand inhabitants. Fort Whipple is about a mile 
from the city on the railroad. Several companies are 
stationed here. The legislature has just adjourned. 
Prescott has been isolated for years, being sixty 
miles from any railroad, and the stage journey over a 
rough country sometimes taking three days. The 
Prescott and Arizona Central Railroad, just built, 
givs it now a bright promis. The country about is 
heavily timbered, and gold and silver and copper 
mines are plentiful. The soil is good. It can pro- 
duce wheat, corn, and potatoes; fruits of all sorts 
can be raised—apples, peaches, strawberries, etc. 
So this is not a desert country after all, as some 


people imagin. It has many advantages. The win- 
ters are delightful, the summers are cool, Prescott 
being at an elevation of about five thousand feet, 
and in the warmest season one needs a blanket when 
night comes, and sleep is always refreshing. 

The orthodox hav had it their own way so far. 
The church rule has been undisturbed, and the 
priests really thought that the Infidel had no right to 
enter this land which they had preoccupied. How- 
ever, there are some Liberals here—true blue, every 
one of them—and on Sunday afternoon and evening I 
had good audiences, and a Secular Union has been 
started. We hav hoisted our flag for the first time 
in this territory, and it will not come down. J.N. 
Rodenburg, T. W. Roberts, W. T. Richardson, 
Joseph Ehle, C. F. Collins, J. H. Brown, G. W. 
Sines, D. W. Frary, Peter B. Ohlsen, and, others, 
nearly fifty in all, are among the best and bravest 
soldiers of liberty. I hav enjoyed myself in this 
frontier land. I hav struck a good people and work 
for the future is open. I shall come here again, and 
visit other parts of the territory. I don’t mean to 
let orthodoxy hav this country all to itself. It must 
fight hereafter for every inch it possesses. The first 
Freethought lectures hav been given and the re- 
sponse is generous and noble. I hav found pleasant 
fellowship and dauntless hearts. 

To-day I leave for California. I shall soon sée the 
Pacific, and revel in its glory. I shall be at San 
Bernardino, San. Diego, Los Angeles, Santa Ana, 
Norwalk, Tulare City, Visalia, until April 1st; at 
San Francisco and Oakland April 3d and 10th; at 
San José April 17th and 24th; at Stockton, May 1st 
and 8th ; at Sonoma, Sacramento, and other places in 
California until June 1st; in Oregon during June, 
Washington Territory during July, and then I shall 
go eastward via Baker City, Boise City, ete. . 

I anticipate great pleasure in-seeing Dr. York, who 
is doing such service for Freethought on the Pacific 
shore, and whose comradeship is so inspiring. I am 
looking forward to happy days in the Golden state, 
among its genial and enthusiastic people. Up to this 
point the work has been encouraging, and hope is 
right. | Samven P. Purnam. 

Prescott, Arizona, March 14, 1887. 
—— mm 


English as She Is Writ. 


I hav sometimes wondered if it is wise to teach 
young people to hav that absolutely blind faith in 
dictionary definitions and synonyms which is so com- 
mon in the lower grades of our schools, and, indeed, 
with a large number of teachers. I hav attended one 
or two teachers’ conventions, and hav heard really 
heated debates, between people who ought to hav 
known better, over the use of a word in a certain 
connection, “because the dictionary defines it to 
mean 80 and so,” or because Webster declares it may 
be used instead of so-and-so. Shades of meaning, 
or even the more obvious and grosser uses of the 
word, are often sadly confused or lost by this blind 
adherence to authority which at best can only indi- 
cate or approximate the real value and color of the 
word. 

I suppose it is due to some such reason that we 
are constantly made ill by the use of the word “ag- 
gravate” to mean provoke or irritate, and since its 
rea] meaning is so far from either of these, it invari- 
ably carries me back to my earliest school-days, when 
in our grammar class we were confronted with the 
following diagram, which we were told to fill out ac- 
cording to previous instructions; “and,” our teachers 
added, “do try to hav some variety. Don’t all use 
the same words.” This is the diagram: “I love to 
( ) in the garden.” We had one earnest, con- 
scientious girl in the class who, however wanting in 
imagination, was always anxious to please the teacher. 
She therefore astonished the class and brought upon 
herself much ridicule (the cause of which she never 
did fully comprehend) by rendering her sentence 


‘thus: “I love to ferment in the garden.” 


She was not frivolous, therefore she avoided the 
word “ play,” which most of us used. “ Walk” did 
not attract her, but when she looked in her diction- 
ary and discovered that work meant the same as fer- 
ment, she felt that she could risk not only her cor- 
rectness of sentiment, but also gain much honor by 
using a word that few, if any, others in the class 
would discover. She meant to astonish us with her 
erudition, and delight the teacher by her strict 
observation of instructions. The brilliancy of the 
result far outshone her most ardent desires, however. 
But I doubt if she ever did know why. I know that 
I did not for a long while thereafter, for she produced 
the “unabridged” to prove her point, and the evi- 
dence seemed to be on her side, however much the 
laugh was on ours (and of course we all laughed, as 
if we knew what we were laughing at, as that seemed 
to be the thing expected of us, and there is a good 
deal of monkey and a vast deal of savage left in us 
all yet). Perhaps this was a little worse misconcep- 
tion of the real meaning of a word than is implied in 
the use of “aggravate” for “provoke,” or “ resi- 
dence” for “house,” or “executed” for “hanged,” 
or in the following use of “apartment,” and one or two 
other words which were actually in a New York 


daily paper recently: “ Wanted, by a hard-working 
colored lady, apartments in sub-cellar or attic, where 
washing will be allowed. Neighborhood must be 
first-class, and other residents of the house all ladies 
and gentlemen. No children.” The same great 
daily said editorially that a man had been “executed” 
that day, and that the Anarchists would better not 
“ aggravate” law-abiding citizens any further if they 
did not want to perform the same tight-rope trick to 
order and on short notice. HeLEN H. GARDENER. 


++ ——— 
Goethe’s Estimate of Voltaire. 

“ In Voltaire, nature produced the man most emi- 
nently endowed with all the qualities which charac- 
terize and honor his nation, and charged him to 
represent France to the Universe. After having pro- 
duced these two extraordinary men, types, one of the 
royal majesty, the other of the French genius, nature 
rested, as if to make them better appreciated, or as 
if exhausted by the creation of two prodigies. 

“A man must possess many advantages in order 
that public opinion may recognize in him an incon- 
testable superiority; it is especially in France that a 
public, disdainful and difficult to please, soon ceases to 
regard whatever is not truly extraordinary. For a 
man to conquer its lasting approval, it is not too 
much for him to hav a multitude of talents, a wide 
and universal comprehension, a union of qualities the 
most opposed to one another, and which seem the 
most incompatible. Nothing short of a marvel wins 
the admiration of a Frenchman. But nature created 
marvels for him, in order to condemn him to admira- 
tion. I know not if we Germans are more sensitiv 
to literary beauties than the French, but we are cer- 
tainly less avaricious of our applause ; it suffices that 
talent givs us some pleasure to be the object of our 
homage; but even that which he admires the French- 
man does not love, while among us whatever is 
admired is loved also. 

“ Depth, genius, imagination, taste, reason, sensi- 
bility, philosophy, elevation, originality, nature, intel- 
lect, fancy, rectitude, facility, flexibility, precision, 
art, abundance, variety, fertility, warmth, magic, 
charm, grace, force, an eagle’s sweep of vision, vast 
understanding, rich instruction, excellent tone, 
urbanity, vivacity, delicacy, correctness, purity, 
cleanness, elegance, harmony, brilliancy, rapidity, 
gayety, pathos, sublimity, universality, perfection, 
indeed—behold Voltaire! 

* Voltaire will be always regarded as the greatest 
man in literature of modern times, and, perhaps, even 
of all times, as the most astonishing creation of the 
author of nature, a creation in which he pleased him- 
self to assemble, once, in the frail and perishable 
organization of a man, all the varieties of talent, 
all the glories of genius, all the powers of thought.” 


o 
Mr. Slokum Has a Poor Opinion of Mr. Hill. 


Brotuer Macpromarp: Did you expect to hear any- 
thing from Dave Hill at the late junket in Brooklyn, 
*upon matters in the adjustment of which true 
statesmanship is demanded?" What! anything of 
this kind from Dave the Demagog? Demagog from 
teeth to toenails, and working the governorship for 
all it is worth for the presidency. Not much, if he 
knows himself, and I reckon he does—or thinks he 
does. Yours fraternally, Sr Sroxum. 

c 


Strange, but Probably Not True. 
From the London Tablet (Roman Catholic). 

The pastoral letter of the archbishop of Paris contains a 
forcible appeal to the faithful to keep holy the Sabbath. 

The spirit of contradiction, of perverse rebellion against 
the Jaw, which makes the French nation so difficult to gov- 
ern, is nowhere more strikingly manifested than in their con- 
tempt for the ordained observance of Bunday as a day of 
rest. The ówerier seems to identify the breach of the Bab- 
bath with self-respect and the vindication of liberty. He 
will refuse to work for an employer who makes it a con- 
dition that he does not work on Sunday. He will take Mon- 
day as a holiday, but not Sunday. . 

This perverse crochet is a constant source of difficulty be- 
tween workmen and Christian employers. I hav knowna 
church kept waiting for necessary repairs—a roof that let in 
the rain—because the cure would not consent to hav the 
men working on Sunday, and the men would not giv in on 
the point. —- i 

Periodically the church starts a crusade in behalf of the 
sanctification of the Lord’s day, and sermons are preached, 
pamphlets written, associations formed, etc., to enforce the 
observance of the commandment. Undoubtedly these 
efforts hav met with a great deal of success. The Jarge 
shops are now closed on Sundays, and the great majority of 
the small ones. " . 

The first great business house that inaugurated this good 
rule was the Bon Marché. Those who saw that now famous 
establishment put up its shutters on Sunday prophesied that 
it would soon be bankrupt; but the Bon Marché held on 
its way, and it may be said that in this case virtue earned its 
reward, for no house of the kind has ever flourished, prob- 
ably, as that popular shop has done. : 

But no efforts, so far, hav made any Bsa eh effect on 
the workingman—the ouvrier proper. He holds to his prin- 
ciple of working on Sunday and resting and generally get- 
ting drunk on Monday. A Christian architect will bribe his 
masons and plasterers with higher wages on Monday if they 
will but work that day and get tipsy on Sunday, but in vain. 
The ouvrier will not be tyrannized over by the priest, for he 
is persuaded that it is the cure who has invented the Sab- 
bath, and itis a point of honor with a workman not to be 
hoodwinked and domineered over by the cure. 
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Communications. 


Mr. Reynolds in Ohio. 


Axron, Onto, Mar. 2d.—Bidding adieu to the friends 
. at Kent, I took train on the Valley Road for Akron, 
where I found royal accommodations at that model inn, 
Hotel Buehtel, one of the very best $2 per day houses 
.in the state of Ohio. My hopes of success were 
dampened by the assurance that “but very few could 
be induced to attend a Liberal lecture, there was no 
interest,” ete. So it was well-nigh eight o'clock be- 
fore I lugged my grip, filled with choice Liberal 
pamphlets, across the street to Ayliffe Hall, and was 
surprised to find about two hundred and fifty ladies 
and gentlemen there assembled—about fifty more 
arrived later. My lecture on “The Bible, Whence ii 
Really Came, and What it Really Teaches,” was well 
received, and at its close the very brisk demand for 
Liberal literature assured me of the real interest 
awakened. There was no good reason why I should 
not hav delivered two more lectures, and thus insured 
more permanent good and a glorious impetus to the 
cause, but fear of failute had prevented the friends 
from arranging for more than the one lecture. 

The friends of Kent are desirous to secure the 
Tent for two or three weeks the coming summer. If 
it can also go to Akron there is little doubt that 
quite a strong Liberal society would be organized. 

Mr. William Buchtel, the leading Liberal of Akron, 
with great kindness, took me in his carriage to all 
those points of interest in the city that he thought 
Tue Trora SEEKER readers would like an account of. 
We first visited the sewer-pipe works. The material 
for sewer-pipe, tile, and pottery abounds in the im- 
mediate vicinity of the works. It is a kind of half- 
rotted, slaty stone and clay; this is brought in carts 
to the works and dumped into the basement, and 
thrown into the great mills, water being from time to 
time thrown on it as it is ground into putty and 
forced through a ten-inch cylinder and carried to the 
cutters, where it is cut off into pieces of about six 
inches long, and placed in receivers on an elevator 
belt and carried to the story above, where men feed 
it into a mold worked by a steam engin. The putty 
is forced into the mold under immense pressure, and, 
in less than a minute, is dropped out from the bottom 
of the mold in the form of sewer pipe, and received 
by men in waiting who wheel it away on little go- 
carts to the drying-room. A few days later it is 
coated with a glazing liquid, and then packed in a 
kiln and baked for three or four days. The kiln is 
then opened and allowed to cool off, and the sewer 
pipe is all ready for shipment. Hundreds and hun- 
dreds of lengths of sewer pipe, of diameter from six 
inches to five feet, are turned out every day. 

We next visited the Barber match factory. They 
were making in this one factory 50,600,000 matches a 
day, using up for matches and packing-boxes 30,000 
feet of pine lumber. The celerity with which pine 
planks are transformed to parlor matches, boxed and 
packed ready for shipping, is really astounding. 
Pine planks are planed smooth on both sides to just 
the length of the matches (two and a half inches), and 
then by a circular saw cut into blocks about twelve 
inches wide and three inches long. All knots are 
thrown out. These blocks are carried into the 
match-room and fed into machines that eut the blocks 
up into match size, round each piece, and stick the 
- end of each one into a perforated iron plate about 
24x15 inehes, each match being firmly held in place 
with a sixteenth of an inch space on all sides of it. 
Soon as these plates are filled, which is done at 
the rate of about three every minute, they are car- 
ried across to the dipping and drying machine. ' An 
endless band about a yard wide and about three hun- 
dred feet long is constantly revolving in an oval 
frame of about six feet high and one hundred 
and fifty feet long. The plates filled with the matches 
are placed in grooves on the lower part of the belt, 
points down, and are carried over two pans of chem- 
ieals, dipping the ends as they pass. As the band 
revolves and reaches the upper frame the dipped 
ends are up, and exposed to strong draughts of air 
from fans, which dries the phosphorus on the tips, so 
that on traveling on to the place of starting the 
matches are perfectly dry. Each plate is taken off 
and put in a machine which by one motion of a lever 
punches out all the matches into a receiver, and boys 
throw them into nests of boxes. The empty plates 
are returned to be refilled. When ten boxes are 
filled with matches they are carried into the packing- 
room, where there are two rows of about forty girls. 
With lightning rapidity the girls will grasp just the 
necessary number of matches, fill and fasten the 
paper boxes, which are constantly dropping down to 
them through a spout from the room above. Up- 
stairs the paper match-boxes are made, printed, 
glued, and thrown to the girls below through the 
spout by small machines. A roll of the thick paper 
of which the boxes are made is placed on the machine, 
which folds it, prints the label on it, marks it, glues 
it, and then with one motion it is eut, the glued sides 
pressed together, and a perfect match-box flipped 
into the spout for the girl below to fill. Thus the 


work goes on with unceasing regularity and pre- 
cision. hd 

In the packing-box department the lumber is cut, 
and the side pieces planed perfectly smooth, sent up 
to the. printing-office, and return with the label 
printed on the wood in vermillion letters. 
no sound of hammer heard in the box-making shop. 
The workmen place the pieces under a nailing ma- 
chine fed with nails by boys, and the nails are forced 
in, and a packing-box made, and very thoroughly 
nailed while a smart workman would be driving two 
nails. Within five minutes from the time a plank is 
laid upon the table to be cut into blocks, that plank 
is made into extra round parlor matches, packed in 
small paper boxes, with neatly-printed label; each 
dozen boxes packed in another paper box neatly 
printed and wrapped, and each dozen such packages 
packed in a wooden packing-box having printed label 
on both sides, and all ready for shipment. 

We next drove to the Buckeye Reaper and Mower 
works, but were too late to see the men at work, as 
the mechanics in those shops hav established the 
eight-hour law. The company are turning out 106 
machines every day, besides the immense amount of 
work done in repairing old machines. On our way 
to the hospitable, happy home of friend Buchtel we 
stopped to gaze upon the pride of Akron, the Buch- 
tel {ollege—a magnificent building, with most valua- 
ble and extensiv grounds, built and endowed, the pet 
project of the brother of our Mr. Buchtel. The im- 
mense factory was running full force, turning out 
large numbers of pulpit-pounding machines of the 
Universalist pattern. They are made to build up 
Skim-milk theology, and dispense with the sulphur- 
ous fires of other manufactories, not even using the 
last patent cooler, sheol. l 

Mr. Wm. Buchtel is an Infidel. What has he ever 
done for humanity? Well, he was content to let his 
brother attend to the imaginary spiritual needs of 
the people. He preferred to provide for their actual 
needs; 80 he adorned the city and increased its busi- 
ness interests by the erection of & splendid hotel. 
Having made a success of life and amassed a hand- 
some fortune, he employs it in helping the industri- 
ous mechanies and workers to secure homes of their 
own, building houses for them on such easy terms 
that what they would otherwise pay for rent soon 
purchases the home of their own. He thus builds 
up the city and secures as permanent residents the 
best class of people. And, although an Infidel, he 
has the love and respect of the entire community. 

CLEVELAND, Onro.— Thanks to the zeal for the 
cause manifested by Mr. Thos. F. Lucas, the People's 
Theater was engaged for me to deliver a lecture on 
Sunday, March 6th, under the auspices of the Cleve- 
land Liberal Society. After spending one night in 
the happy home of friend Lucas, I was taken posses- 
sion of by Mr. L. B. Silver, the father of the Prohi- 
bition party in Ohio, known far and near as a stock- 
breeder and for his great success with his Ohio 
Improved Chester hogs. Mr. Silver is a deep 
thinker, a zealous Liberal, a Radical hygienist, and 
an enthusiastic admirer of Tar TaurH Serger. The 
clerk of the weather put a damper on our meeting— 
from Saturday afternoon till Sunday evening it 
rained tremendously. The attendance was small, yet 
I greatly enjoyed the delivery of my lecture, and all 
present seemed todo so. I sold a very large amount 
of Liberal literature, including twenty copies of “The 
Bible Inquirer," and as many of “Blasphemy and the 
Bible,” and exhausted my supply of TRUTH SEEKERS 
in responding to eager, anxious inquiries. Mr. B. C. 
Hart, the most shrewd and enterprising of theatrical 
managers, for whom Mr. Waldeman is now building 
on Euclid avenue, opposit the Union Club, one of the 
largest and handsomest theaters in the state, was so 
favorably impressed with the lecture that he offers to 
engage me to deliver two lectures, guarantees me 
crowded houses, and makes very liberal offers. I 
hope to avail myself of his kind offer during April, on 
my return from Ohieago to be tried in New Jersey 
for. blasphemy in May. 

PatnesvitteE.—From Cleveland we turned East- 
ward to Painesville, and suffered an intense longing 
to keep on East, and visit our loved ones home, but 
stern duty forbade. Painesville is a hard field. 


There are a few stanch, brave hearts, but the mol- 


lusks are so numerous, and so dreadfully destitute of 
backbone, they exercise a most discouraging influ- 
ence. We passed three very pleasant days with that 
glorious old veteran, Joseph Sedgebeer, and his 
better-half. Mr. Sedgebeer is over eighty-five years 
of age, yet retains full vigor of his cultured mind, 
and is earnest and enthusiastic as a young convert in 
the cause of Liberalism. It was our privilege to aid 
him in carrying out his long-cherished desire to 
bequeath the means to insure gratuitous circulation 
of leaflets and pamphlets on heredity, hygiene, and. 
physiology. I delivered two lectures at Painesville, 
but, from lack of desire for Liberal literature, I fear 
I failed of awakening much interest. 

Bowrixe Green, March 10th.—This village is wild 
on gas and oil—not a promising outlook. I lecture 
at the court-house to-night. Friends will please 
adcress me at Kalamazoo, Mich. 

C. B. REYNOLDS. 


There is 


The Projeeted Insurance Company. 


To THe Eprrog or Tux Trurs SEEKER, Sir: The 
proposed organization of a Liberal Mutual Aid is a 
matter of very far-reaching importance. Its organi. 
zation concerns not only those Liberals who intend to 
join, but also those who will not, either because they 
already belong to other “ aids,” or are “insured.” 

If the proposed Liberal Mutual Aid should fail 
after a number of years, as so many other “aids” 
hav done, every Liberal will share the discredit 
caused by such failure; the question whether he or 
she was a member will not be asked by public opinion. 
Such a failure would be a set-back to the whole Lib- 
eral movement, and should, therefore, be prevented 
at the outset. These remarks hav a tendency to con- 
vey the idea that I am opposed to the organiza- 
tion of a Liberal Aid. Iam not opposed to such an 
organization, but would very much prefer to see a 
* Liberal Mutual Insurance” formed. But in either 
case, the organization should be founded on a strictly 
scientific basis, not only to secure its permanent suc- 
cess, but also to insure justice to the members. 
There should be no guess-work, because we hav suf- 
ficient statistics to enable us to formulate strictly 
scientific conditions of membership, and if the Lib- 
eral movement is correct in taking science as its basis, 
then a “ Liberal Aid" or * Insurance” will not fail if 
it is based on science also. 

There are some fundamental truths which we 
should seek and observe in formulating an aid or in- 
surance association ; otherwise, failure, or at least in- 
justice, will result. 

1. The amounts agreed to be paid out at the death 
of members must also be paidin. In addition to this, 
the expenses must also be paid in, and alsothe differ- 
ence or loss arising by members dying before they 
hav paid in as much as is paid out at their death. 

The running expenses are such a small item that they 
can easily be raised, but the benefits are necessarily 
large amounts, say from $500 to $2,000. Taking, for 
example, a member 30 years of age: We find that ac- 
cording to the combined experience table he will 
probably liv 34 years more, and if $1,000 is to be 
paid out at his death, he must pay in an average of 
$29.41 to pay in the $1,000. If he does not on the 
average pay in this amount, somebody else must pay 
it for him, otherwise there wil be no $1,000 at his 
death, unless the association has some other source 
of income, as, for instance, interest on an invested re- 
serve fund. If the $29.41 is paid in annually, and 
invested at say four per cent, the compound interest 
would produce an income sufficient for almost double 
the amount, so that instead of $29.41, only about $15 
would hav to be paid in annually to produce $1,000 
in 34 years. 

If the benefits are raised by assessments at deaths 
only, and the average age of the members is 30 years, 
then, because over eight members will die annually 
out of every 1,000, according to statistics, each mem- 
ber must pay over $8 during the first year, if $1,000 
is paid at each death. 

If 1,000 new members join the second year, and the 
average age of these new members is also 30 years, 
the total average of all the members will be nearly 
30 1-2 years, and in a little over two years the av- 
erage would be 31 years, consequently the assessments 
would amount to as much more in proportion, and 
must keep on increasing each year, so that the gen- 
eral average of all assessments would be again $29.41; 
otherwise, those members who liv to the average 
probable age, which is 64 years in the assumed case, 
will get left, because at 60 years over 30 die out of 
every 1,000, and at this age the living members 
would probably not be as able to pay $30 as they 
were to pay $8 at 30 years. At the age of 70 the 
death rate is nearly 65 out of every 1,000, and it is 
safe to say that the $65 per member would not come 
forth ; and, therefóre : 

2. Those who join at about or before 30 years of - 
age, and liv to about 70 years, will surely get left on ` 
the assessment plan. 

It is true that if the average age of the new mem- 
bers constantly joining is 30 years, the total average 
age would rise slower than the average age of the 
first members, but this only puts off the final result a 
little longer. 

3. All the members will either die or cease to be 
members before they die. 

Those who are members at their death simply 
oblige the association to pay to their beneficiaries the 
amount agreed to, but those who cease to be mem- 
bers before their death, and hav made payments for 
the benefit of others, should be dealt with justly, and 
the question whether they hav any claim against the 
association after making payments for the benefit of 
the remaining members must be decided before start- 
ing. When there is no reserve fund provided, it is 
just to say that the fact that the remaining members 
were willing and ready to pay the benefits of the ex- 
members while they were members, was a full com- 
pensation for the assessments which the ex-members 
actually did pay while members. But when there is 
a reserve fund accumulated, those who cease to be 
members before death clearly hav a claim against the 
reserve fund, because a part of it was intended for 
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them, and the cessation of membership does not giv 
the remaining members any just claim for that part 
of the reserve fund, whieh was never intended for 
themselvs. This is especially true when inability to 
continue payment causes cessation of membership. 
It follows, therefore, that 

4. When no reserve fund nor any other fund is 
accumulated, those who cease to be members before 
their death should hav no claim against those who 
remain members. And 

5. When a reserve or security fund is accumulated, 
then those whó cease to be members before their 
death hav a just claim against such fund. 

The eonditions of the association. will probably 
change materially in time, and experience shows that 
the change is generally very material after about 
seven years; that is to say, as the association grows 
older, deaths will occur more frequently, and on the 
other hand, if a reserve fund is accumulated, mem- 
bership will be more valuable therefor. 

6. Provisions should be made which will justly 
equalize the benefits and disadvantages arising as the 
association grows older or richer. 

7. All provisions concerning the future of ihe 
association, such as reserve fund, should be based on 
the expectation of life, as shown by the combined 
experience mortality table. 

I will present definit conditions for membership in 
accordance with the above truths in my next letter. 

New York, March 9, 1887. A. LANGERFELD. 


——————49—————————— —. . 
Money for the Catholies of Cayuga County. 


Freno MacpoNarp: In your paper of March 12th 
appears an editorial entitled, * Blind on One Side,” 
accompanied by an extract from the Christian Advo- 
cate of Feb. 26th. This extract refers to the same 
law to which I referred in a letter to you some time 
ago, and published in Tug Truru Seexer. As TI then 
said, the law operates only in certain judicial districts 
of this state, and is an unwholesome and unconatitu. 
tional law, and should be repealed, The same law 
our Cayuga county representativs were, by resolution 
of the board of supervisors, called upon to use every 
honorable means to repeal, and to-day in Albany are 
seeking assistance for its repeal. Let the Advocate’s 
friends, and all other lovers of secular government, 

help. The entire Protestant clergy of Auburn are pro- 
testing against another intrusion now before the legis- 
lature, known'as an “ Act to incorporate the Catholic 
Orphan Asylum of the city of Auburn.” TI inclose a 
copy of the protest. The people are slowly but 
surely awakening to this important question. My 
position is this: If you giv one, giv all, including the 
Infidel; but beyond and above that is a constitutional 
ground, which is this: Make no appropriations of the 
peoples money for sectarian purposes; let. every 
denomination stand or fall by itself. Protestants do 
not take such a liberal position. They demand 
appropriations for themselvs, but when the Catho- 
lic asks, they say, “An awful thing! Giv not to 
those abominable Catholics, but abundantly fill us !" 
As you say, “it makes a vast difference whose ox is 
gored.” All American liberty-loving citizens should 
now join hands to repeal all obnoxious sectarian 
laws, and instead of the preacher in charitable insti- 
tutions substitute the teacher. Epwarp Ross. 

The following is the protest and a pertinent letter, 
evidently written by a Catholic: - 

To the Citizens of Cayuga County: We, the undersigned 
pastors of Auburn, desire to call your attention to a bill be- 
fore the legislature to incorporate the ‘‘ Auburn Orphan 
Asylum.” By the provisions of the bill a burden is imposed 
on the people of this couuty to sustain an institution wholly 
under the control of the Roman Catholic church, and which 
will be used in perpetuating that faith. We protest against 
the taxing the people to support Roman Catholic institutions, 
as, we believe, taxation for the support of any sectarian insti- 
tution is dangerous to American liberty. We call upon the 
people of this county to oppose the continued growth of a 

rinciple which might ultimately make all public institutions 
homas Catholic in their character, and the United States a 
papal country subject to the pope at Rome. g 

Frank Haven Hinman, ARTHUR COPELAND, 

O. E. Cox, Gero. P. AVERY, 

Wm. H. HUBBARD, Josera K. DIXON, 

J. J. BRAYTON, ALBERT S. Huegey, 

Cuas. C. HEMENWAY, Tuomas SHARPE, 


Gzo. FELD, F. V. Brown, 
Wm. H. ALLBRIGHT. 


To the Editor : I see by the morning paper that the Prot- 
estant clergymen of the city sign a protest against the incor- 
poration of the Catholic Orphan Asylum and the payment of 
anything toward its support. Has not the Catholic as good 
right to a portion of the taxes to support his asylum as the 
Protestant? It would be all right with those Protestant 
clergymen if Catholic children were sent to the Protestant 
asylum,to be educated in the Protestant faith. Is it not un- 
kind in gentlemen professing to be ministers of the gospel to 
sign a document of this kind? Is it not inhuman In clergy- 
men from whom would be expected more of brotherly toward 
those professing a different religious belief? It seems that 
the Catholic religion, especially the pope of Rome, to these 
gentlemen is a terrible nightmare. 

Who in this city ever heard of that great and noble prelate, 
Dr. Brainard, being mixed up in any dirt of this sort? — . 

Do these people ever think that the first man that ever 
landed on this continent was a Catholic? ‘They will be the 
last to leave it. Avam O'Nrir. 


At a meeting of the Cayuga county supervisors, of 
which Mr. Ross is a member, last December, the fol- 
lowing resolution was adopted, together with an 


amendment offered by Mr. Ross to include “all other 
legislation of a sectarian character, regardless of sect 
or denomination.” The resolution was offered by 
Chauncey J. Wethey, supervisor from the town of 
Throop: 

Resolved, I. That in the act of the legislature (Chapter 240 
of 1875), amending Chapter 405 of 1878, by which magis- 
trates are required to commit juvenil delinquents to a ‘‘re- 
formatory or other institution,” controled or governed by 
persons of the same religious faith as the parents of such 
delinquent; and in the requirements of said act, devolving 
upon boards of supervisors the duty of making proper pro- 
visions for carrying out such purpose, and providing for the 
payment to such ‘‘reformatory or other institution,” of 
proper charges for the maintenance and board of such delin- 
quents, by taxes drawn from the people of the county, we 
recognize a principle sought to be established, which is in 
conflict with the governmental policy and spirit of the con- 
stitution of this state, in this, that it-seems to require and 
compel recognition and support by the state of sectarian 
institutions of a particular religious character, 2.e., the Ro- 
man Catholic reformatory. 


IL. That the duty implied and enjoined in said acts of 
ascertaining and determining what is the “religious faith ” 
of £he persons who control and govern; and what, if any, is 
the “religious faith” of the ‘‘ parents," or either of them, of 
the delinquent youth. is entirely impracticable. 

Ill. That the people of this county, now here represented 
by us, their supervisors, are unwilling to commence, or enter 
upon, any system of recognizing and patronizing, by pay- 
ments to its support, any Roman Catholic or other sec- 
tarian institution; and we call upon our members of the 
legislature to move for and promote the repeal of this act, as 
offensiv to our people, and contrary to the long-established 
policy of our government. 

———— — 9 .9— — — —— 


Our London Letter. 


The archdeacon of London last Sunday in his ser- 
mon to the Socialists at St. Paul’s cathedral gave his 
hearers but sorry comfort with the platitudes so com- 
mon in the mouths of modern professing Christians. 
His statement that “when Christ said, * The poor ye 
hav always with you, he was declaring an inevitable 
law of human nature," met with general disapproval 
and cries of dissent. That passage is a great source 
of comfort to wealthy believers, and acts as a splen- 
did salve to their consciences. It is an extremely 
fortunate thing that the “good book” contains so 
many satisfactory phrases of a similar nature, asit is 
much pleasanter to remember those than others of an 
opposib nature, and it is certainly true that the Bible 
so well commends itself to all classes and shades of 
opinion. In this respect, perhaps, there is no other 
book on an equal with it, and such a convenient col- 
lection of contradictions is undoubtedly a “light to 
the path and a lamp to the feet.” 

Socialism is certainly gaining considerable ground, 
but there is no immediate probability of any particu- 
lar result therefrom, as the program is apparently so 
diverse, and the leaders are not fully united, and until 
there is a thorough unity and singleness of purpose, 
it will not be the power it aims to be. 

The same may be alsosaid of Freethought; so long 
as there are jealousies and enmities it will make but 
little headway, and would do well to take a lesson 
from the Jesuits in organization. While there are 
thousands in the land who hav ¢ast theology over- 
board, they abstain from identifying themselvs with 
any Freethought society so long as they see dissen- 
sions in the camp, and it will take many years to pre- 
sent a sufficiently strong front to successfully oppose 
priesteraft. The opposition of the sects to each 


| other is doing as much as aggressiv Freethought to 
| overthrow the system. : 


The power of the Romish church over the people 
is well shown in Italy and the south of France at the 
present time. Although the church at Bajardo was 
thrown down by the earthquake shock, burying in its 
fall three hundred -worshipers, yet the devotees are 
not convinced of the inefficacy of prayers and wor- 
ship, but still go on calling upon the trinity and all 
the saints in the calendar to protect them. In time 
of danger the influences of early education will assert 
themselvs, and it is only by properly training children 
and keeping them from foolish superstitions that any 
real good can be effected, and until this is done on a 
largely increasing scale, the power of the priests will 
not be broken. 

London, Feb. 28, 1887. 


———_—-*- t-e--—___- 
The Eastern Knight to His Western Friends. 


Saladin tn the Seculag Review. 

We often gaze over the “misty and mournful 
Atlantic ” to try to discover how the aspirations that 
are so dear to ourself are firing the hearts of the 
descendants of the pilgrim fathers. And we take 
courage and heart of grace when we find that our 
battle lines are drawn up on two continents, with 
spears leveled for the charge and faces turned grimly 
to the foe. On both continents the banner of intel- 
lectual liberty streams athwart the welkin like an 
angry thunder-eloud. In vision, we behold the For- 
lorn Hope of the West march forward, the first rays 
of freedom’s morning twilight shimmering on their 
spears and dancing on their plumes. The enemy 
outnumbers them by a hundred to one, but they dash 
their battle-axes against Christianity’s ramparts, 
cemented with the blood and vitrified with the mar- 
tyr-fires of well-nigh two thousand years. Might to 
the sword and the gallant arm, and toughness to the 


shield that defends the heroic hearts of the Ingersolls 
and the Washburns, the Macdonalds, the Mendums, 
ihe Seavers, the Underwoods, the Remsburgs, the 
Reynoldses, the Putnams, and all the shining phalanx 
ofliberty's paladins as they toilin the vanguard of 
the manhood of the world. 

The Western Hemisphere has no harder worker in 
our cause than Samuel Putnam. All last year he 
worked as few men can work, and when he found that 
the society with which he was connected had only an 
indifferent exchequer, he gave up his claim to the 
salary which he had earned so well. This is the kind 
of man to place in the breach to defend the flag of 
our movement. Better one man like this than fifty 
common John Smiths, who, before they will work, 
make careful calculations as to how they will be paid. 
Money will pay for the work of the hack, but it will 
never pay for the work of the poet and the enthusiast. 
Is Samuel Putnam apoet? Judge ye. Here are the 
concluding lines of his ode to “ The Statue of Lib- 
erty and Thomas Paine,” which were read at the 
New England Freethinkers’ Convention : 


Our noble PAix&—without his voice, his pen, his ‘‘ Rights of 
Man,” 

Thy form superb would not to-day defy the tyrant’s ban; 

O'er land, o'er sea, thy coronal would not in joy outray— 

It wasour hero's mighty thought that gave thee this glad 
day. 


Uniaureled still because he taught that liberty is light; 

That reason .is man’s noblest power—the morning to thy 
night; 

That king and priest are both alike the foes of human weal, 

That righteous liberty will not to God nor tyrants kneel. 


Fling out thy voice, O Statue! let thy dumb lips proclaim 
To ignorance and prejudice our hero’s deathless name; 
Speak forth the truth, O Liberty! speak justice to mankind, 
And let the heedless multitude the world’s true saviors find. 


In thy silence, scorn the servers of the creeds that should be 
dead ; i 

In thy glory, teach us, courage in life's forward ways to 
tread ; 

Teach the truth forever beaming with new luster and uew 


gain 
And in thy scroll of honor write the name of Triouas Parnr! 


Unite, as in the case of Putnam, a faculty for 
affairs propelled by the white-heat impetus of tho 
poet's soul, and you hav a combination which the 
world sees all too seldom. 

— 9 -.—— — ——— 


The Chicago Congregationalists’ Infamous Ac- 
tion. 


A dispatch to the New York Sun of March 9th is 
as follows: 

Commenting on a failure of the Congregational 
ministers to adopt unanimously a resolution to send 
a telegram of condolence to Mrs. Beecher at their 
meeting yesterday, the Zimes says: 


Alas for the rarity of Christian charity! At the weckly 
meeting of the Congregational ministers of Chicago yesterday 
a resolution of condolence with Mrs. Henry Ward Beccher 
was offered. Strange to say, the resolution produced a 
“heated and bitter discussion," and developed so much op- 
position that it was finally withdrawn by the mover. The 
proposed tender of sympathy was objected to on two 
grounds—that it might be construed as an indorsement of 
Mr. Beecher’s theological views, and that the dying divine 
had never fully cleared himself of the charges of immorality 
brought by Theodore Tilton. The doctrinal objections, how- 
ever, seemed to carry the most woight, and it was evident 
that, while the brethren werc ready to forgiv Mr. Beecher 
for any lapses from virtue of which be may hav been guilty, 
they could not find it in their hearts to overlook his lapses 
from orthodoxy. The action of these Congregational clergy- 
men displays a spirit of narrowness and intolerance which it 
was hoped had vanished forever from the Protestant pulpit 
of America. Those who can conceive of Henry Ward 
Beecher withholding his sympathy, under like circumstances, 
from the wife of a dying fellow-clergyman may be able to 
discover some justification for this pitiful exhibition of cler- 
ical bigotry, but no others can. It has been supposed that 
even ‘‘Christians” ceased hating cach other at the grave; 
but it would appear from yesterday’s procecdings of the Con- 
gregational preachers of Chicago that such is not always the 
case. 


The Znter-Ocean says: 


The discussion over the resolution of sympathy to Mrs. 
Beecher at the meeting of Congregational ministers yesterday 
was worse than unfortunate—it was in many of its phases 
simply disgraceful. Those who opposed the resolution, 
which simply tendered the sympathy of the Congregational 
ministers of Chicago to a woman hanging over the death-hed 
of her husband, and that husband the greatest preacher oi 
the Congregational church, based their opposition on the 
theory that some people might construe this expression of 
sympathy into an indorsement of Mr. Beecher’s theological 
views. What a comment on tbe action of the Con- 
gregationalists was the action of the Methodist ministers, 
who, at about the same time, adopted by unanimous vote, 
and without discussion, a resolution tendering their sympathy 
to Mrs. Beecher! . : 

Those who opposed the resolution took a great risk. 
Granted that their motivs were good. still they made a mis- 
take, which, in the light of the possible effects, was almost a 
crime. The blood of millions will boil over this insult to the 
memory of & man who has been a tremendous force in our 
civilization, who has done so much, not only for his own 
church, but for Christianity, and among all those interested 
in extending the influence of the church there will be keen 
regret over the unfortunate incident at tlie meeting of the 
Congregational ministers yesterday. As the case 
stands, the man whose sermons and whose work hav done 
more for Congregationalism than any other has received a 
blow that will hurt those who are near to him for all time. 

—eo —————— 
Szxp to Taz TaurH Seexer office for a catalog of 


the books we hav for sale, The catalog is free. 
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The Connecticut Christians. 

The Connecticut legislature has passed a law pro- 
hibiting the running of trains in that state between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 8 p.m. on Sundays. The new 
law affords a splendid opportunity for the constitu- 
tional lawyers. 

"The United States Supreme Court has decided that 
a state cannot impose any restrictions upon trans- 
portation of freight or passengers across state lines 
without usurping a power exclusivly vested in Con- 
gress by the Constitution. The state may not reg- 
ulate, even within its own borders, traffic on its way 
from or to another state. That is interstate com- 
merce, and Congress alone has the right to legislate 
concerning it. 

Connecticut can prevent the running of those 
trains which start and stop within her borders, but 
that number is few. 

What a pity it is that the Christians cannot con- 
trol the actions of everybody! They are such a 
moral lot—so kind, so charitable, so humane! 

——— ———— 9-—499————————— 
The Pope as a Politician. 


In a very recent number of a Congregational jour- 
nal published in this city there is a contribution by a 
Catholic layman of unusual clearness of vision. The 
subject is as old as the papacy, and will never be 
without interest until the papacy is no more. The 
subject is ** The Pope in Politics.” 

The layman finds, what we hav been dinning into 
the ears of the people whenever we could, that the 
power of the pope in politics is not only immense 
and activly exerted, but a power to be reckoned with 
immediately. Ireland and Germany are illustrations. 


man, it may be America. Supposing, he says, “that 
the United States and Canada had a difference of 
opinion on, say, the fishery question; that England 
took the part of Canada, as she is bound to do; and 
that the supposed interests of the holy see threw the 
balance of. her power into the scale. What would 
be the result? American Catholics would be ‘re- 
quested’ not to take any part against England. We 
should hav the very same policy enacted in the 
United States as that which is now being enacted in 
Germany.” i 

With these two-recent examples of the machina- 
tions of the Vatican before them, the people of this 
country should be on their guard. But it is safe to 
wager a hundred to one that the people will not. 
The.church will get the usual donations and exemp- 
tions, and this policy will be continued till the pa- 
pacy is too powerful here to be resisted. Then the 
religionists who fill our jails, asylums, hospitals, and 
courts will hay their own way, and the pope in Rome 
will possess more real power than the president in 


Washington. 
———— 9 Á9—— — —— 


Repeal the “Comstock” Laws. 

The injustice of the case of John A. Wilson, sen- 
tenced to two years in prison and fined five hun- 
dred dollars for sending Balzac’s “Droll Stories” by 
mail to a customer, cries eloquently for the repeal of 
the statute which allows such infamies to be perpe- 
trated. 

The proceeding was a case of railroading at the 


instance of Anthony Comstock. The judge, in the 
presence of the jury, reached down from the bench, 
shook hands with Comstock, and appeared over- 
joyed to be able to help him. All through the trial 
the judge was against the accused, and his charge 
was marked by unjudicial bias. 
the book was reputable, nor that all booksellers 
handle it, was allowed, and the jury retired for 
deliberation without looking at the book. Two of 
the jurymen hay since said that they convicted upon 
the judge's charge, expecting that the sentence would 
be only a light fine. 


No’ evidence that 


The people of Paulsborough, N. J., declare the 


verdict and sentence to be an outrage, and propose 
getting up a petition to President Cleveland, stating 
the facts, and asking him to investigate the conduct 
of the court, and to extend a pardon to Mr. Wilson. 


ee 9— —————— 


The Kansas Supreme Court Decision in the 


Walker Case. 


In considering this case last October we showed 


plainly that Mr. Walker and Miss Harman were 
legally married, and that any punishment inflicted 
upon them could not be for illegal cohabitation, but 
must be for not complying with the statutes relating 
to marriage. 
Supreme Court of Kansas in the decision handed 
down on the 5th instant. 
writes to Mr. Harman as follows: 


This position has been sustained by the 
The clerk of the court 


* The ‘autonomistic marriage’ is declared illegal. The 


judgment of the District Court of Jefferson county, and the 
conviction of E. C. Walker and Lillian Harman, affirmed. 


* On September 19, 1886, E. C. Walker and Lillian Har- 


man entered into what they called an *autonomistic mar- 


riage,’ at the house of Moses Harman, the father of Lillian, 
at Valley Falls, in Jefferson county. 

“They refused to take out any marriage license, and also 
refused to hav any person authorized by law perform any 
marriage ceremony. Soon afterward they were arrested for 
the violation of the provision of the law regarding marriage, 
and subsequently tried and convicted. E. C. Walker was 
sentenced to the jailof Jefferson county for a period of 
seventy-five days, and Lillian Harman was sentenced for 
forty-five days. They were required to pay all the costs of 
‘the prosecution. The time of imprisonment of the parties 
has expired, but they are still in jail on account of their fail- 
ure to pay the costs. From the judgment and sentence of 
the District Court they appealed to the Supreme Court of the 
state. On yesterday the opinion of the court was handed 
down, affirming the judgment of the District Court. The 
principal opinion in the csse was written by Mr. Justice 


“It was,” says our layman, “the nicest touch of a 
balance when the holy father had to decide between 
English political influence and Irish support of the 
Catholic church. The Irish bishops held the fort. 
They were very determined and very outspoken. 
That is matter of history; and so the holy see took 
the part of Ireland just so far as to maintain a neu- 
‘tral policy. It is true that Irish Catholics hav sub- 
mitted to their ecclesiastical superiors as no other 
nationality ever has done, and that English Catholics 
submit to their bishops just in exact proportion as- 
their bishops submit to them.” In Germany the 
pope, too, has played his supporters false. For 


years Bismarck has oppressed the Catholics of Ger- 
many, and they hav been urged from Rome in every 
term of entreaty and affection to stand true to their 
faith and their “holy father.” Herr Windthorst was 
their leader, and he was supported by the church 
and by the pope so long as it suited the latter’s pur- 
poses. But to-day, Bismarck is courted and honored 
by the head of the church, while Windthorst receives 
* with scant courtesy an advice amounting to an order 
to change his whole policy and submit to the dictates 
of the man whom he has so long considered not only 
his personal enemy but the enemy of the ecclesias- 
tical superior who has uttered this strange mandate.” 
It is Germany to-day; to-morrow, admits the lay- 


Johnson. The court declares the legislature has the power 


to prescribe reasonable regulations relating to marriage, and 
that punishment may be inflicted upon those who enter the 
marriage relation in disregard of the prescribed statutory re- 
quirements.” 

A syllabus of the decision, prepared by the clerk, 
reads : 

“ 1. The mutual present assent to immediate marriage by 
persons capable of assuming that relation is sufficient to con- 
stitute marriage at common law, and such & marriage will 
be sustained in this state where its validity is directly drawn 
in question. 

«2. The legislature has full power, not to prohibit, but to 
prescribe reasonable regulations relating to marriage, and a 
provision prescribing penalties against those who solemnize 


or contract marriage contrary to statutory command is 
within legislativ authority. 

**8, Punishment may be inflicted upon those who enter 
the marriage relation in disregard of the prescribed statutory 
requirements without rendering the marriage itself void. 

** 4. Under Section 12 of the marriage act, all persons who 

.enter the marriage relation, and livtogether as man and wife 
without complying with the conditions and regulations of 
the act, are guilty of a misdemeanor and subject to the pun- 
ishment imposed by that section. : l 


** AJ the justices concurring. C. J. Brown, 


** Clerk Supreme Court.” ` 

Chief-Justice Horton also filed a concurring opin- 
ion, in which he affirmed three important points. “If 
Lillian Harman,” he says, “desires to retain her own. 
name, I can perceive no objection to her doing so. A 
married woman has the same control of her person 
and property as her husband. The wife does not 
merge her: individuality as a legal person in that of 
her husband.” He also narrows the case to a sharp 
point by deciding : 

* Upon the record, as presentcd to us, the question in my 
opinion for consideration is not whether Edwin Walker and 
Lillian Harman are married, but whether in marrying, or 
rather in living together as man and wife, they hav observed 
the statutory requirements. 

“ My construction of these provisions is that a ceremonial 
marriage must be celebrated in conformity therewith, and 
that any persons living together as nian and wife without 
being married according to these directions are liable to the ~ 
penalty thereof. I do not say, nor do I intend to intimate, 
that a ‘ consensual marriage’ is not valid, but the legislature 
has the right to require parties assuming the marriage rela- 
tion to hav the marriage entered into publicly, and a record 
made of the same. This I think the purpose of the statutory 
regulations.” 


The statute under which the imprisonment is 
deelared legal is as follows: 

** Any persons living together as man and wife within this 
state without being married shall be deemed guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, and, on conviction thereof, shall be fined in a 
sum nof less than five hundred nor more than one thousand 
dollars, or be imprisoned in the county jail not less than 
thirty days, nor more than tbree months." 

The decision, then, amounts to this: Marriage is a 
civil contract, valid and binding when entered into 
by consenting parties. But those entering into mar- 
riage without complying with the statutory regula- 
tions may be punished. The judges, it seems, care 
more for the mint and cumin of law than for the 
weightier matter of morality. 

As for the Walkers, now, the only question is, Will 
they submit to the state? Being Anarchists, they 
hold that the state has no rightful control over their 
actions, and no rightful power to enact rules, compli- 
ance with which is enforced. But until the majority 
of the people of Kansas adopt their view, they will 
suffer less personal inconvenience by complying with 
a law they cannot repeal. They are willing to be 
married legally if the ceremony can be of. their own 
choosing, and as the object of the autonomistic mar- 
riage was to secure Lillian Harman her personal 
rights, and as these hav been granted by the decision 
of Judge Horton, there would seem to be no further 
need of exercising their autonomistie rights in this 
matter. Indeed, we never could see why Mr. Walker © 
should need to enter into a contract not to abuse 
Miss Harman, for if either one of the parties felt the 
necessity of such a bargain they should not hav mar- 
ried. In the relation of marriage a true husband is 
superior to the brutal laws made in the biblical days— 
and retained on the statute books because they 
were supposed to be of divine origin—when woman 
was regarded as property, and man was nearer the 
beast than he now is. 

The gist of the Walker Harman case is this: 

1. The contracting parties first intended to assume 
the relation in such a manner that if either felt dis- 
satisfied they could separate without resorting to the 
divorce courts. 

2. When this contract was found to be a county- 
jail affair, they claimed their common law right to 
legally marry by a simple contract. 

8. The courts hav decided that such marriage is 
valid, but illegal, and its illegality is punishable, 
though the marriage may not be annulled except 
through the proper channels, and for the proper 
cause. 

4. The parties are punished, not for cohabiting, for 
they are man and wife, but because they married 
without employing some person empowered by law 
to celebrate marriages. 

5. The dispute, therefore, is now between Mr. 
Walker and Miss Harman on the one side, and the 
state of Kansas on the other. Hav the people 
of Kansas a right to make rules governing their own 
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conduct, and to enforce them. Under the Constitu- | ideas, but we are willing to spare the space to assure him 
tion of the United States they undoubtedly hav. JIf|thatall theories having a theological basis are just as sure to 
they choose to make marriage a matter of publie be exploded by intelligence as darkness i is to disappear when 
record, they ean do it as legally as they can make becas 

the transfer of real estate a matter of public record. 

Common law obtains only where there is no statute. 

Whether the Kansas law is wise or foolish is a 
question of opinion. A believer in the supremacy of 
society over the individual will say it is good. Those 
who contend that the individual's rights are superior 
to society’s will condemn it. 

—_——_———-_—->-¢- —— ———— 
Improved Relations. 

In & recent dispateh to this country, the German 
roinister on ecclesiastical affairs is quoted as saying 
that the relations between church and state in Ger- 
many had greatly improved, though the government 
at present could not hope to establish complete re- 
ligious peace. 

Just so. Bismarck made a bargain with the pope. 
For Catholic votes in support of his bill to increase the 
army Bismarck ,wil allow curates to be appointed 
without consulting state officials, and he will also re- 
-store religious orders whose members devote them- 
selvs to educating girls. In other words, he will re- 
store convents and convent schools. Therefore, and 
because of this bargain, the relations of church and 
state are greatly improved! 

. But why should not complete religious peace be 
established between the Protestant and Catholic 
sects? Christ, we hav understood, was the Prince 
of Peace. Perhaps, however, the sects do not wor- 


ship that side of his character. 
—— 93 99—— — ——— 


Strip Comstock of His Power. 


Last summer Anthony Comstock made a great fuss 
over the pool-selling at the race courses on Long 
Island. He said that the Brooklyn district-attorney, 
Mr. Ridgway, was bribed not to prosecute. 

A legislativ committee is now examining the affairs | 
of Brooklyn, and the matter of pool-selling is being 
looked into. Last Saturday District-Attorney Ridg- 

. way was on the stand, telling what he knows about 
it. One case recalled showed, he thought, conclusivly 
that Comstock’s men were blackmailers. There were 
two McDougalls on the island selling pools. Anthony 
Comstock’s men entered a complaint against one 
McDougall for gambling. -The case was taken before 
the grand jury, and on the testimony of two of Com- 
stock’s men an indictment was found. But as the 
complaining witnesses could not agree or could not 
giv the name, the indictment was made against 
“John T. McDougall, alias ‘Dougall McDougall, or 
Dougall McDougall alias John T. McDougall,” so that 
the right man could be held either way. McDougall 
was arrested, and he responded to the indictment, 
giving bail for his appearance for trial. Just before 
the time set for trial, MeDougall's attorney called on 
the witness and said it would be of no use to call 
the case, as it had been settled. Mr. Ridgway asked 
how it had been settled, and the attorney said that 
Comstock’s men had been to see McDougall, and they 
were satisfied that he was the wrong man. Mr. Ridg- 

' way said he was indignant at the manifest blackmail- 
ing that had been practiced, and he insisted that the 
case should go on, and it did. The complaining wit- 
nesses from Comstock’s office were put upon the 
stand, but they testified directly contrary to what 
they had done before the grand jury, and the man 
was acquitted. 

There are about two thousand good and valid rea- 
sons why Anthony Comstock’s society should hav its 
charter repealed. The story told by District-Attor- 
ney Ridgway is a good basis for at least one of these 
reasons. 


A RELIGIOUS paper of England, the Christian Million, has 
come forward with a proposal for the queen’s subjects to giv 
that lady a jubilee present of a Bible, the lettering of which 
will be entirely formed of jewels! The cost will be only 
£3,586,489, which can easily be subscribed by each person 
over whom the queen graciously condescends to rule con- 
tributing threepence. The Christian Socialist calls the editor 
of the Christian Million the Supreme Flunky. 


WE congratulate the amiable son of the publisher of the 
Boston Jnvestigator, Mr. Ernest Mendum, upon the happy 
event which took place in his career on Wednesday, the 9th 
instant, at the home of Miss Isabel Crowell, in West Yar- 
mouth. And we beg leave, though unacquainted with the 
bride, to assure Miss Crowell that she obtained a good hus- 
band. We must also compliment Justice of the Peace L. K. 
Washburn for the felicitous manner in which he celebrated 
the contract. It is said that his remarks upon matrimony 


were of great and permanent value. 
HIER i LM, Gea ee 


Some thieves broke into St. Stephen's church last week 
and stole the golden ciborium, six silver chalices, and sev- 
eral smaller pieces of plate, valued altogether at several thou- 
sand dollars. The ciborium is a bread-dish, in this case 
used for holding the sacramental ‘‘ body of Christ." Weare 
very sorry for the priests of St. Stephen's, but what in the 
world are they doing with thousands of dollars’ worth of 
gold and silver stuff in their strong box when scores of their 
parishioners are.scarcely above starving point? Raw corn, 
eaten from his hand, once afforded Jesus a meal, and why 
should his servants eat from gold and drink fromeilver? 


Tax Rev. Dr. Lyman Abbott, editor of the Independent, is 
a gentleman of wondrous resource in sustaining his religion. 
On a late Sunday he occupied the pulpit of Plymouth church, 
and during his discourse, the subject of which naturally was 
Henry Ward Beecher, he claimed that religion had freed the 
slaves, promoted, temperance, sent the boodle aldermen to 
prison, overthrown political machines, ordained ‘‘ the father- 
hood of God and the brotherhood of man,” harmonized the 
relations of labor and capital, besides affording to the human 
race spiritual blessings too numerous to, mention. The 
churches should vote Dr. Abbott a substantial pension to re- 
ward his capacity of invention. 


G. H. Murren, school superintendent of Delaware county, 
Iowa, has issued the following order to a director of a school 
under his control: ‘‘The teaching of catechism by a public 
school teacher in a schoolhouse erected, equipped, and main- 
tained at public expense is contrary to law, although done 
before nine o’clock in the morning or after four o’clock ona 
school-day. ‘You will, therefore, as a sub-director, see to it 
that such illegal teaching is discontinued at once. Our pub- 
lic schools must be freed from sectarian and religious bias.” 
The order givs great offense to the Catholics of the school 
district, who hav heretofore obtained the services of a public 
school teacher to instruct the children in the catechism 


Tur legislature of Michigan proposes to submit to the peo- 
ple an amendment to the constitution of the state prohibiting 
the manufacture, sale, or gift of spirituous, malt, or vinous 
liquors, except for medicinal, mechanical, chemical, or scien- 
tific purposes. The religious papers claim that such a pro- 
hibition would violate that clause in the present constitution 
which says ‘‘ that the legislature shall pass no law to prevent 
any person from worshiping almighty God according to the 
dictates of his conscience.” The claim is based on the desire 
of the churches to hav wine for sacramental purposes. Un- 
less the church communicants can drink the blood of Christ 
they hold that their religious rights are infringed. But sup- 
posing the members of some sect should demand a quart of 
whisky per diem for each individual, to conscientiously wor- 
ship almighty God with, what would the religious folks say 
then? 


Tue Tennessee legislature has passed a '* Barber's bill, 
making it à misdemeanor to do barbering on Sunday. "The 
bill was passed by a vote of 26 to 4. The bill provides that 
it shall be a misdemeanor to engage in the business of a bar- 
ber, to shave, shampoo, cut hair, or keep open bath-rooms 
on Sunday. The penalty is a fine of not less than ten nor 
more than fifty dollars, or imprisonment in jail not less than 
five nor more than thirty days, both or either, at the discre- 
tion of the court. A Chattanooga barber who is dissatisfied 
with the law wants the legislators to tell him when Sunday 
comes. ‘‘If,” he says, “a man with a perfect timepiece 
starts west from Chattanooga, when he has gone one degree 
he finds his time four minutes fast, when he has gone fifteen 
he finds he has gained one hour, when he has traveled one 
hundred and eighty he has gained twelve hours, and when he 
has come around again to the meridian of Chattanooga he 
has gained a whole day, and lost a day of the week. Then 
let him turn around and make an eastern circuit. When he 
has gone ninety degrees he has lost six hours, one hundred 
and eighty he has lost twelve hours, and when he gets to 
Chattanooga again he has lost a whole day of the week. 
Now, again, we will suppose a man in California desires on 
Saturday evening to send a telegram to a friend in Liverpool. 
‘Hold,’ says the Sabbatical English operetor, ‘we don’t do 
business on Sundays. On Monday morning the Liverpoo] 
operator is ready for business. ‘Hold,’ says the Californian, 
* we &on't do business on Sunday.’ Again, a wholesale mer- 
chant in London desires to instruct his agent in India. 
‘Hold,’ says the India Sabbatarian, ‘ we don't do business on 
Sundays;' but when next day the agent wishes to correspond 
with his employer, ‘Hold,’ says the London Sabbatarian, 
* we don't do business on Sunday.’” Since the earth is the 


8 
Editorial Notes. 


Tur Rev. Justin D. Fulton, Baptist, of Brooklyn, has 
resigned the pastorate of the Centennial church to engage in 
the work of converting Roman Catholics. He will go West, 
taking with him some reformed Papists. Mr. Fulton's zeal 
for the welfare of the Catholics arises, it is said, from a lack 
of appreciation of Mr. Fulton by Mr. Fulton's congregation. 


Herer is Henry George's latest statement of his land theory. 
The oftener he states it, the more difficult of comprehension 
it appears to become. He says: 

“I hav never asserted that the land belongs to all men. Rather, 
I believe it belongs to God, and that men are his children to tenant 
this wor d for alittle while. I do not think that the earth should 
be divided between men, for an equal division of lanis impossible.” 

If in the evolution of ideas the notion now accepted by 
many should be reached by all, namely, that there is no God, 
as the word is generally understood, what would become of 
this theory? We are not especially enamored of Mr. George's 
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Lord's, and it grieves him to see man break his Sabbath, the 
Chattanooga barber thinks Sunday laws are of not much use 
unless the sun can shine on all sides of the globe at once. 


1887. 


Mz. J. M. BvoxrEr, a notorious. Christian speaker, who 
loses no opportunity to attack Freethought, writing in a 
Christian paper, says: 

* Mr. Samuel P. Putnam, a notorious Infidel speaker. who loses 
no opportunity to attack Christianity, writing to an Infidel paper. 
says: ‘I am now at the delightful home of Mr. —, a Vigorous 
Freethinker. . . . His wife and daughter are still Christians, 
but of so generous a spirit that if all were like them I should feel 
disposed to put my armor down. The Golden Rule would atrely 
prevail.” This aside concession to the spirit of Christianity and 
the Golden Rule is not uncommon iu the writings of Infidels. 
There is no reason to suppose that Mr. Putnam would lay his 
armor down. He simply iv a fit of sentiment thought he would; 
perhaps; at the last analysis, he does not even think he would. The 
Jews crucified Christ; the conceited philosophers would not accept 
him. If Mr. Putnam searched for them, hundreds of both sexes 
conld be found who illustrate the principles of Ohrist, and if none 
could be found, prayer and obedience would transform him into a 
true Christian. But for neither of those hus he any taste.” 


The principles of the wife and daughter to whom Mr. Put- 
nam paid the tribute of a generous nature are not the princi- 
ples of Christ, but the principles of humanity. The Golden 
Rule is a good many hundred years older than the Christian 
religion. Christ, in a freak of good humor, repeated it; but 
the principles which are distinctivly the Nazarene’s own run 
something like this: ‘‘If any man come unto me and hate 
not his father, mother, brother, sister, aye, and his own life 
also, he cannot be my disciple. Except ye believe and are 
baptized ye cannot be saved. He that believeth not shall be 
damned.” The sentiment of these is widely different from 
the sentiment of the Golden Rule. . 


Tue Rev. J. S. Fall, of Minn«apolis, recently read a paper 
before the Liberal ministers! association of his city, in which 
he said some things rather unpalatable to the brethren: 
** Each denomination in our city differs. No two of them 
agree. They deny each other fellowship at communion, a 
circumstance that has been common with each and all until 
recent years. It changes according to circumstances, educa- 
tion, and prejudice, and, chameleon-like, it takes color from 
that to which it is attached. It is obtained through as many 
different modes as there are denominations, but generally 
through the manipulations of some officiating minister or 
mountebank. For this purpose we hav in our midst the Sal- 
vation Army. For this purpose the Exposition building is 
to be secured by Sam Jones as captain of the * Minneapolis 
clerical hosts,’ who, by such act, admit their own worthless- 
ness, where he will dispense doctrins as old as Zoronster 
and more devilish than any that preceded it; doctrins cham- 
pioned by one of our loud little ministers a few weeks since 
in the language of the ‘fear of hell,’ the hangman's whip 
to keep the wretch in order, through which means, doubt- 
less, numbers in the community will claim they hav got relig- 
ion, until the several denominations hav become like the 
several kings of England, who, when they found their ranks 
depleted by death and desertion, would send out their press- 
gang, whose business it was, with guile and force, to appre- 
hend the unwary. The church secures and sustains and 
uses &bout the same course, only using different instrumen- 
talities. They intoxicate their victim with excitement, and 
by appeals to their fears allow themselvs to be twofold more 
the child of hell than before. Investigation will prove that 
a large number of criminals, defaulters in high places, and 
those who proved of the worst morals, belong to the class 
who claim they hav ‘ got religion.' " 


Lrorurine at Binghamton, N. Y., recently, the Rev. Wm. 
Butler, Methodist missionary to Mexico, revealed some rclig- 
ious secrets. Mexico, he said, ‘‘ is now more degraded than it 
was three hundred and forty years ago. When Cortez con- 
quered the land he divided it up among his followers, and the 
Aztec inhabitants were made slaves. For three hundred 
years these poor people did not own & home or hav an inter- 
est in the soil of their own country. Cortez also instituted 
the ecclesiastical system which has been the curse of the 
country: One-half of the lands and property of the country 
was drawn into the possession of the church, and could not 
be taxed for any purpose until the power of the priests was 
overthrown. During the last fifty-eight years Mexico has 
had fifty-three rulers. Leaving off the last three rulers, 
whose aggregate terms of office amount to seventeen years, 
we see that in forty-one years she had fifty rulers. That is, 
at an average interval of about nine months, a conflict would 
arise, and a change of rulers would be made. When Max- 
imilian was made emperor of Mexico, Pope Pius IX. prom- 
ised the blessings of God on the enterprise, and perpetuity 
to the new dynasty. For a time it looked as though his 
words would prove true. Our government was- struggling 
with the South, and President Lincoln was compelled to 
refuse aid to the little band of republicans who were fighting 
against hope ratherthan acknowledge Maximilian as emperor. 
After the surrender of Lee, Lincoln directed Seward to write 
to France and remind them of the meaning of the Monroe 
doctrin. His language was courteous, but its meaning was, 
* Get out of Mexico, and the French troops were immedi- 
ately withdrawn, and & republican form of government re- 
instated. The Mexican Congress has demanded and obtained 
the expulsion of the Jesuits, and their cathedrals are now 
being put in use for our missions. Eveninour lifetime these 
men hav been guilty of all the wickedness of the old Inquisi- 
tion of Rome. Whoever refused to bend conscience to the 
will of these inquisitors was placed in a narrow cell and the 
entrance bricked up. "This building was given up to the peo- 
ple one day, and its horrors discovered." 


———— $99 ———— —— 
Because They are Proper Nouns. 

Will you please let me know in your next issue why you 
use capital letters in printing the words God, Christ, Chris- 
tian, Bible, etc.? By so doing you will oblige 

Pittsburgh, March 14, 1887. JOHN SMITH. 
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Zetters from Sriends. 


San JaorNTO, CAL., Fes. 18, 1887. 


Mr. EprroR: As money is not so plenty as to be picked up 
on the streets at will, I hav to wait till I can find it, and as I 
-was a rebel-hunter during the Rebellion I am consequently 
80 much behind financially that I am compelled to enforce 
Last year I clubbed with a seeker after 
truth, and he in turn sends in several more names as sub- 
Scribers. I was a soldier three and a half years, hav a wife 
and three children, and am disabled from earning a living at 
my trade as carpenter. You will therefore excuse my de- 


loans sometimes. 


linquency in this case. E 


GREELEY, Cor., March 1, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: Inclosed please find 
scription to your paper. 

S. P. Putnam arrived here Saturday last. 
number of the friends gathered at the residence of Mrs. E. 
C._Stilwells, to welcome him to our little city once more. 
We had a very pleasant time—speeches, songs, etc. On 
Sunday evening the Unitarian Hall was crowded to its 
utmost seating capacity, and many standing, to listen to 
"The New God." Last August he gave us “The New 
Heaven and Earth," and now we hav ‘‘ The New God” to 
rule * The New Heaven and Earth." It was a splendid 
effort, and delivered in that happy vein so peculiar to Put- 
nam. S.P. Putnam is a splendid specimen of manhood, so 
frank and open in all his ways, upon the platform and in 
private, and he improves upon acquaintance. Some.of the 

. more orthodox, who heard him last summer, and thought 
him rather radical, heard him last night in & more radical 
lecture than ‘‘ The New Heaven and Earth," and thought 
him just the man for the Freethought propaganda work. I 
hope he will return East by this route, and visit Greeley 
again. ` J. W. LEIGHTON. 

GosrerR County, Neg., Feb. 25, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: I never see anything in Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
from this section of the universe, and I wish to hav you con- 
tinue the paper. There are a good many Liberals out on the 
prairies of Nebraska who do not support a Liberal paper. 
The general complaint is hard times, high prices, etc., when 
asked to subscribe. We hav had a lyceum for the past two 
months; could not get the believers in inspiratio» to tackle 
areligious subject. Mr. G. Lewis, one of our fearless, out- 
spoken Freethinkers, takes the Investigator. We exchange 
every week ; and, take both together, they fill the bill. With 
the illustrations, we are able to take care of any revival of re- 
ligion in our district. 

We hav one or two rigid orthodox neighbors, who can’t be 
induced to read one of these papers. The young folks like 
to look at Mr. Heston’s engravings, and I don’t think they 
will ever join the church. They most generally start a Jively 
conversation, to say the least. I always like to read the ‘‘ Let- 
ters from Friends.” They are quite diversified, and come 
from all sections of the country. I sometimes think that 
with the amount of advice, warnings, and suggestions you 
get, there is no lack of editors in the Liberal ranks. With 
regards to THE TRUTH SEEKER folks, believing that our cause 
is based on the rock of science, truth, and justice, 


H. OLMSTEAD. 
* 


Eunanxs, Ky., Feb. 1, 1887. 

Mr. EprrOoR : It seems to my mind that there are principles 
underlying the subject of theology which seem to escape the 
line of investigation. Theism or Atheism should be first es- 
tablished. If there be a God, then settle all questions of relig- 
ion accordingly. If there be no God, then all systems of 
religion fall alike. If it be decided there is a supreme being 
at all, then the question of the Bible should be discussed. In 
the discussion of the claims of the Bible, my opinion is that 
man's physical organization should be considered and the 
difference between intuitiv convictions and moral reasoning 
properly canvassed. "There is such a thing as credible testi- 
mony in the world, and rules whereby its claims are estab- 
lished. After hearing the testimony for the divinity of the 
Bible, I then think its internal merits would be in order. If 
we admit there is a supreme being, we hav a right to examin 
the Bible in the light of his natural character and our knowl- 
edge of justice and mercy. In this examination, we admit 
there are some things sustained in the Bible that are contrary 
to our finite knowledge of mercy and justice. In our mode 
of thought, we hav canvassed these matters in two ways. 
First, our imperfect knowledge of design as portrayed .n 
this world of death. Taking creation as an objectiv element 
of divine wisdom, pain and death is its finality. Second, the 
relation. we observe in the process of moral, intellectual, and 
physical development. We find in the Bible a moral devel- 
opment and a system. We find types, legal, prophetic, and 
historic, culminating into a system, called the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, or Christianity. Dr. W. BAKER. 


Ineatrs, Kan., Feb. 28, g.m. 287. 

Mr. Eniror : I hav lived here ten years; hav always been 
an outspoken Freethinker. I think I was the first man who 
ever took Taz TRUTS SEEKER in this county. f 

And I want to say toall the friends of Freethought: If you 
love the cause, honor it and its noble heroes by being honest, 
temperate men and women, slow to anger, and having char- 
ity for the shortcomings of others, and in course of time peo- 
ple will begin to doubt what the pulpit monkey tells them 
about Infidels. 

I was digging a well yesterday, and came in to dinner all 
mud and clay, and a Jesusite asked me what was the matter. 
Itold him I had just been taken from the mire and the clay. 
I showed him all the nice pictures in Taz TnuTH SEEKER, 
and tried to get him to take it, It was no go; but I herein 


$3 for one years’ sub- 


Quite a goodly 


send you the money for three new subscribers, and I think I 
will send you two more in a month. 

I think you made the right move on the Anarchist ques- 
tion. But I think Powderly is the right man in the right 
place, for this reason: If he were an Infidel, the Christian 
world would never join the order, for fear he would lead 
them to hell or hades; if he were a Protestant, the Catholics 
would not. join, for they look upon a Protestant as worse 
than an Infidel, and as one who will never be saved, but the 
Protestants believe that lots of Catholics are saved, and rec- 
ognize them as Christians; while every Infidel ought to 
know that a man with the brains that Powderly has, no mat- 
ter what he may say or how often he may attend mass and 
go tochurch, does not believe in the balderdash and theolog- 
ical slush that he hears from the pulpit. The Catholic 
Knights of Labor, I believe, think as much of Powderly as 
they do of the pope, and the pope knows it, and that is why 
he dares not do in America what he has done in Canada. 

A. BUTTERFIELD. 


i Raomz, Wis., Feb. 7, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: I like Tux TRUTH SEEKER very much, and 
Iam glad every time it appears. I inclose $1 to pay for my 
subscription, and when the spring comes I will be able to 
send you more money. 

I would like to do something for your paper and for the 
cause of liberty. There are a good many Freethinkers here 
in Racine, but there is not much talk about religion. What 
the talk is about is politics and Knight of Labor movements, 
and few know what others think about God, heaven, and 
hell. Our politicians dare not speak about church taxation 
or against the church, for fear of losing their influence, 80 
the church-members are on top of almost everything. I 
would like to hav some one come around and giv a lecture, 
to wake Up the population in Racine. Last year I was try- 
ing to do something for Mr. Remsburg, but could only get 
promis of about $15, and that was only half the expenses, 
so I gave it up that time, but I can try again. 

J. P. BRUDHABL. 


Sr. CATHERINE’s, OnT., Feb. 24, 1887. 
Mr. Evrror: What can I say to encourage you in your 
well-doing? IfI say your paper is good, and still improv- 
ing, and that I should feel out of sorts did a copy of it not 
come to me weekly to take the place of church attendance, 
old and stale, I would only be repeating what everybody else 
says who has read it understandingly, even for six months 
only. The articles which appear in it weekly are all good 
(for something), and it indicates weakness in anyone to dog- 
matically take exception to others’ views because they don’t 
coincide with their own. Variety is the spice of everything, 
and opens up the way for thought and candid discussion. 
The Indian said he was glad everybody did not see alike, for 
if they did everybody would want his squaw. This would 
be a queer world if everybody and everything were alike, for 
there would be nothing to descant upon. The cartoons are 
ali good and suggestiv, and John Peck is a host, and givs 
full and running-over measure every time. His disquisition, 
when finished, should be collected and reprinted. It would 
make a valuable missionary document, and add one more to 
the list of tracts. ‘‘ News and Notes” are interesting every 
time, and thy editorials are well worth the subscription. 
Also, ‘‘ Letters from Friends” are interesting and entertain- 
ing, giving, as they do, a variety of views and opinions for 
thought and study. Next comes the ‘‘ Children's Corner,” 
which is a fine acquisition; even the juvenil contributions 

are interesting. ) 
In short, to sum up in full, were I addicted to praying, my 
first prayer would be that every man, woman, and child who 
can read should be possessed of a copy of THE TRUTH SEEKER 

for weekly perusal. C. B. Tompson. 


ANAHEIM, CAL., Feb. 8, 1887. 

Me. Epitor: After reading in Tux TRUTH SEEKER the let- 
ter from D. Higbie, M.D., in regard to extravagance of 
funerals, I will giv my experience in this section. In 1877I 
became acquainted with Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Clark, very intel- 
ligent, respectable Spiritualists. It was always & pleasure to 
exchange ideas. Iu 1884 she was taken ill. On a visit at 
that time she saia do not think sha ever ge we. ; 
and as I do not believe in making a disp.ay, or patronizing 
the priests ; now will you officiate at my death, as you noad a 
certificate from the R.-P. society?” I felt it my duty to do 
so. She died Nov. 19, 1886, just seventy years and four days 
old. They telegraphed for me to come, but just four days 
before I was run over in the streets of Los Angeles ; so I had to 


sequently he postponea the meeting, buried as she requested, 
with plain coifin painted white, friends placing beautiful 
flowers thereon. Jan. 9, 1887, he called together friends and 
neighbors, and I fulfilled my promis, a granddaughter play- 
ing, Tbe Three Angel Visitants " to open, spirit rappings 
to close, which called forth the gratitude of the family and 
friends. No charges to pay. By so doing we can create a 
publie sentiment that will look upon death as natural as life, 
and as beautiful. My request to my heirs, assigns, and 
friends that outliv me is, cremate my body when I get 
through with it, with no one to tell God what he ought to do 
with my ‘‘never-dying soul,” provided I hav one. 

I sce by TuE TRUTH SEEKER of Jan. 22d that S. P. Putnam 
is to beat Los Angeles March 18th. Friend Putnam, you are 
not giving yourself time enough to this needy section. We 
wil welcome you at Anaheim. Honestly, I feel about 
as Ella E. Gibson does in regard to ‘‘ The New God "—'* T 
am 80 disgusted with everybody's God (but mine), that it 
don't seem necessary for any new one." But, no doubt, 
yours will be & great, grand improvement on the Bible Lord 
God Jehovah. Remember that ‘‘nature never nods, nor 
leaves her work to God," True, “the only cause is nature’s 
laws,” 


notify Mr. Clark of my accident—three ribs broken—and con- | 


Ere this reaches you, or I know how. C. B. Reynolds’s 
trial will go at New Jersey, I must urge our brave brother 
and wife to talk.up their bed and walk this way (tent, too). 
This is just the best climate for grove or tent-meetings, from 
April till November, and it is my honest opinion that they 
will rouse those who are resting in superstition, and make 
well financially. Liberals of all classes need help on this 
coast to start the train of progressiv ideas, and a chance to 
form each other's acquaintance. Isolated Freethinkers are 
lonely, and but for the feast each week that Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER brings us, we should die mentally. Long may its 
pages greet the world, with its motto, “ Universal Mental 
Liberty !” Mzs. KATE PARKER. 


ErMwoop, IrL., March 6, 1887. 

Mr. Eprrog: Robert G. Ingersoll, who lived many years in 
this neighborhood, has many fervent disciples around here. 
One of the oldest and foremost is Dr. Fountain Watkins, who 
has been a reader of Taz TRUTH SEEKER from its very start, 
but who, being nearly eighty years of age, owing to his fee- 
ble eyesight, can't read the foremost Liberal paper any more, 
for which he feels very sorry, as TuE Trout SEEKER has been 
for so many years his best company. The old gentleman 
warmly recommends the paper to all searchers for religious 
and other intellectual light. He hopes that its circulation 
wil be increased a hundred-fold; that" Brothers Putnam, 
Remsburg, Reynolds, York, and all the other warriors 
against hypocrits, the devil, and the other seven plagues of 
churchism, will not be weary in well-doing. Dr. Watkins 
nursed, doctored, and healed hundreds of afflicted free of 
charge, and might hav collected not less than $50,000 from 
his patients, if he had charged for his services, as is done by 
the wearers of the college sheepskins. Dr. Watkins was a 
prominent worker in the antislavery crusade, and scores of 
runaway negroes owed their liberty to his kindness. 

He belonged long enough to the church to become practi- 
cally acquainted with the mockeries, delusions, and general 
“ cugsedness," to leave it and fight its superstitions for the 
last thirty years. He well remembers how the preachers 
used to slander the abolitionists for trying to abolish the God- 
ordained institution of slavery, and how they swung around 
as soon as it became popular to call-the negroa man and 
brother. 

Dr. Watkins generally is for justice and right, even if he is 
in the minority. He has been fighting orthodoxy with im- 
pregnable arguments, whose sound logical foundation 
could not be overcome by the often wrathy clergy. He has 
likewise been a consistent champion of the common people's 
downtrodden political rights. He has opposed the national 
banking system from the start, and doesn't like to hav law- 
yers, tricksters, preachers, and other slick-tongued rascals 
fill the offices. Dr. Watkins predicts ‘‘ terrible convulsions 
in this once glorious land, if the people don't attend to their 
politics, morals, and religion themselvs," instead of having 
them attended to by professionals. He thinks that reasonand 
justice should rule, so that rascality, corruption, and dyna- 
mite can't ruin. 

Rev. Royce, who officiated as pastor of the Elmwood Con- 
gregation&l church for nearly seven years, had to resign on 
account of his liberal views. He was charged by two.hide- 
bound deacons with having sometimes read Taz TRUTS 
SEEKER; with having associated with Infidels like Dr. Wat- 
kins; with having helped needy non-church-members, and 
with not preaching regular hell-fire. 

The church business is going away down below par in this 
neighborhood, and Dr. Watkins is proud of having done his 
little share in demolishing the sectarian idols, and hopes to 
liv long enough to hear of well-organized Liberal societies all 
over the land. He has been greatly delighted with the mas- 
terly productions of the Missouri artist, Watson Heston, and 
wishes to that gentleman good health, sufficient worldly 
goods, and a long life. R. D. Rowe. ' 


Fort WasHAKIE, Wyo. TERR., March 1, 1887. © 

Mr. Epiror: Having become located again I will again 
hav THE TRUTH SEEKER sent to me. Inclosed find $5, which 
please credit me with. I also inclose a few of the conclu- 
sions to which I hav come after much thinking on the sub- 
jects which concern the welfare of my fellow-beings, and 
which presents to every thinking mind the three great prob- 
lems, Whence ? What for ano Wnither ? 

1. A man who does not know that & baby born to-day 
would, if left to the guidance of its own instincts, develop 
into the same superstitious brute that one born five thousand 
years ago would hav developed into under the same circum- 
stances, is incapable of fulfilling the duties of a legislator. 

2. In making this statement I hav purposely ignored that 
factor of infinitesimal significance called heredity. 

8. Man is a multiplicand handed to us with the privilege 
of using any multiplier we -may choose, and the result de. 
pends upon our choice. 

4. Again, man is like a musical instrument which we can- 
not alter without mutilating, but, having the choice of the 
performer, can make to produce either good or bad music. 

5. A man who does not know that the chief value of edu- 
cation is not that it will make rulers moral enough to do 
right, but that it will make the ruled intelligent enough to 
know what their rights are and to demand them, is unworthy 
to be a school teacher. ; 

6. One of the most difficult tasks for the literarily inclined 
people of this age, considering our miserably circumscribed 
existence, is that of wisely chosing their reading from the 
mountains of printed rubbish which floods the world. 

7. One of. the most favorable signs of the times is that 
waking up of the laboring classes to a realization of their 
power, and that casting about for a proper means to assert it 
which we see on every hand. 


8. All speed to the day when this republic shall be in 
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nature what it now is in name—a government of the people, 
by the people, for the people. 

9. A man who diverts one day's productiv labor from nse- 
ful channels until every man, woman, and child in this coun- 
try is well fed, clothed, and housed, is a villain. 

10. Every person who eats and dresses without working, 
or having worked, or having been pronounced by the proper 
authorities incapable of working, is a thief. ` . 

11. The sin which wholesale robbers directly commit 
against the world by their own idleness is infinitely less than 
that which they indirectly commit by causing the world to 
support the multitudes whom their luxury employs. 

12. Anyone who does not know that if a rich man should 
buy $1,000,000 worth of corn, burn it up, and throw the 
ashes into the sea he would damage the world to the extent 
of $1,000,000, is, to call things by their right names, a fool. 

18. No one but a wholesale robber could giv a ball costing 
$250,000 unless he had at least one hundred thousand guests. 

14. A labor-saving machine does not make life any easier 
for those who labor, but it enables an additional number of 
thieves to liv without labor. 

15. He who does not know that receipts for labor should 
be made of the cheapest convenient material is unworthy the 
name of statesman. 

16. Of all the chimerical, preposterous, hyper-idiotic ideas 
I ever saw expressed none is more absurd than that the way 
to ruin a country is to flood it with every article necessary 
for man's convenience, comfort, and welfare. It would not 
be so surptising if only our most ignorant population argued 
thus, but when one sees column after column of our “ great ” 
newspapers filled with this idiotic rubbish he feels like say- 
ing, in the language of his grandmother, ** What is the world 
coming to?” 

But, in the name of common sense, what can the American 
people expect from those who are chosén to administer this 

‘government, and make laws for the amelioration of the 

misery of its people, when, instead of choosing men who are 
profound thinkers, they not only elect incompetent men, but 
those who, even if they had the ability, hav not the time, and 
who. if they had both the ability and the time, could not in- 
augurate any radical changes without damaging their own 
interests, 

I speak of that almost universal custom of electing capital- 
ists instead of philosophers to do that work which, incom- 
parably more than any other. work in this world, needs the 
brain of a philosopher for its proper accomplishment—the 
making of wise laws. J. W. FERRIS. 


OsoroLa, Nes., Feb. 17, 1887. 
Mr. Evrtor: It would appear, according to the Rev. Mr. 
Talmage, that “ thirteen years from now will bring universal 
victory for Christ and the church” (sermon Feb. 6, 1887). 
But as it has taken nearly nineteen hundred years to claim 
the merest fraction of the human race, and, according to the 
best authorities, that fraction becoming more and more 
skeptical, one naturally inquires by what means is it to be 
broughtabout. Isit the God-revealed method that is to be 
used? Mr. Talmage says, ''A red line runs through the 
church history of nineteen hundred years—a line of blood." 
While freely admitting that Christians hav been persecuted, 
it can be confidently asserted that the persecutors for opin- 
ions’ sake hav been those claiming a revelation from God, 
either pagan or Christian, and calling their opponents Infidels 
or heretics. It seems ‘‘ Diocletian massacred the Christians," 
but Diocletian was a good emperor, only he was too religious 
and obeyed his gods and their religion. | 
The chief business of the church has been the using of the 
sword and torch. ‘By the millions must we count those 
slain,” says Mr. Talmage; and further, ‘‘ Protestants hav 
represented Catholics as having a monopoly of persecutors, 
but both Protestants and Catholics hav practiced infamous 
cruelties.” The horrible persecutions related by Dr. Draper 
(History of the Conflict between Religion amd Science) and 
others are said by Protestants to apply to the church of Rome, 
but there is no plainer fact in history than that the church, 
Catholic and Protestant, has always persecuted just accord- 
ing to its power. And why? They hav the God-revealed 
authority they adopt to sanction it. Jehovah says, '' If thy 
brother, or thy son, or thy daughter, or the wife of thy 
bosom, or thy friend, entice thee to serve other gods, thou 
shalt surely kill him." Christ says he is the vine, ye are the 
branches. *'Ifa man abide not in me, he is cast forth asa 
branch, and is withered; and men gather them and cast 
them into the fire, and they are burned." He givs authority 
to the church that ‘‘ whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven,” and that offenders shall be de- 
livered “ for the destruction of the flesh that the spirit may 
„be saved." Who shall say that Queen Mary was wrong when 
she thought God would be pleased with her for burning her. 
etics, when he himself is coming *'in flaming fire, taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, and who shall be 
punished with everlasting destruction." "The common civil- 
ities of life are forbidden the Christian. ‘If there come any 
unto you, and bring not this doctrin, receive him not into 
your house." ‘‘If an angel from heaven preach any other 
gospel let him be accursed.” ‘‘ He that believeth not the son 
the wrath of God abideth on him." ‘‘ He that believeth not 
shall be damned." It is impossible to hold such doctrins and 
not hav a persecuting spirit. Hence the words of Dr. Tal- 
mage, “ If set side by side you could girdle the earth with the 
fires of persecution.” ‘‘ For when any one sect got complete 
dominancy in any land, persecution and cruelty took posses- 
sion of that sect." ‘‘ Catholics were by Protestants put to 
the worst tortures.” ‘See the Catholics after the Huguenots. 
See the gentiles after the Jews. See the Presbyterian Par- 
liament of England, more tyrannical in their treatment of 
opponents than had been the criminal courts. Persecution 
against the Baptists by the Pedo-Baptists. Persecution of 
the Established church against the Methodist church. Perse- 


- i 
cution against the Quakers. Persecution against the Presby- 


terians.” Count the number of thousands that lost their 
lives on account of God's command, ‘‘ Thou shalt not suffer 
a witch to liv.” Christ-said, ' I came not to bring peace, but 
a sword.” ‘To seta man at variance with his father, and 
the daughter against her mother ;” and surely he has done it. 
Were such God-made doétrins, with which the Bible so 
largely abounds, relegated to savagism and knavery to which 
they belong, and doctrins drawn from the experience of man- 


‘kind and found by practice to be good put in their places, a 


brighter prospect would adorn the morning of the twentieth 
century. The doctrins of love, equity, and truth were 
taught ages before Christ, and were they disseminated with- 
out the aid of *' revelation," but with all the aid of modern 
science and art, Mr. Talmage would not be troubled so much 
with Infidels. . Jons Ross. 


GnaATTAN, MioB., March 1, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: Thus far I hav refrained from saying any- 
thing in reference to the illustrations by Mr. Heston in your 
paper. At times I hav thought that the space might be bet- 
ter occupied with good reading-matter. In order to advance 
the Liberal cause, it is of the utmost importance that those 
who are ‘ joined to their idols,” through the wiles of priest- 
craft, should be led to see that there is a better way. Those 
who are brave enough to dare take your paper and read it 
will be with us.in any event. In order to succeed, Free- 
thought must make inroads upon those who are really with, 
or are inclined to go with, Christianity. Therefore the ques- 
tion, Will the pictures tend to invite or repel that class? is of 
paramount importance. : 

The illustration in your last issue, February 26th, givs at a 
glance so. plain and concise a representation of the effect of 
Bible teaching that I am inclined to say, Let us hav the pict- 
ures. "That one illustration, if well studied, tells the whole 
story. 

There we see, central and prominent, the cause of the woes 
of Ireland. Christian priestcraft has done it. That nation- 
ality, honest, brave, and industrious, but credulous and im- 
pulsiv, are represented as doing just what is the legitimate 
outcome of Bible teachings all the way through; by Moses, 
the prophets, ànd Christ and his apostles in the New Testa- 
ment. 

Be not startled, Christian reader (if this chance to meet 
the eye of any such), for really the teachings of Christ, the 
“meek and lowly,” etc., are not only in perfect accord with, 
but really in advance of, the Old Testament in teaching that 
which induces just such horrible acts as we sce illustrated in 
the.center of that picture. 

Do you ask why, or in what respect? I answer that the 
Old Testament does not even teach immortality definitly. 

But Christ not only brought ‘‘ immortality to light,” but he 
plainly taught the doctrin of eternal punishment in its most 
hideous form. 

And not only that, but although it is said he suffered and 
died to save all, in answer to the question, ‘‘ Lord, are there 

few that be saved ?” his reply, if it meant anything, certainly 
conveyed the idea that only a very few, comparativly, would 
escape the sentence that he would pronounce at the day of 
judgment, when, seated on the throne of his glory-at the 
right hand of his father, God, he shall say to those on the 
left hand, ‘‘ Depart, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared 
for the devil and his angels." 

And this vindictiv spirit may be found prominent in all the 
groundwork of Bible teachings. That being the case, why 
Should we wonder at the scene prominently depicted in the 
picture referred to. 

If God the father and Christ his beloved son teach and do 
Such horrible things, we may naturally expect that those 
who believe in what is inculcated in the iuspired word would 
be animated by the same spirit. Why should they be ex- 
pected to deal more gently with those who they think are 
leading souls down to hell than God the father, and his son, 
the ‘‘ blessed savior ?" 

Such scenes as the picture represents hav been enacted in 
poor Ireland from the Battle of the Boyne to the present 
time, Christians doing to their fellow-Christians even that 
which is shocking to barbarians, as the illustration plainly 
represents. 

And now let us try to analyze this picture. We see a 
crowd of angry men struggling for life—or to take life, 
rather. The traditional Irish shillaleh that ‘‘ never misses 
fire” is playing a prominent part; Christians are engaged in 
a life-and-death struggle with their fellow-Christians, and all 
because of a little difference in religious belief. 

Such scenes hav really been enacted in Belfast and other 
places, even during the past year. Then notice on the right 
the almost naked simple African barbarian; notice his horri- 
fied mien as he points to the other side of the stream in an- 
swer to the missionary with Bible under his arm, tracts in 
his pocket; and when the missionary says, ‘‘Come to Jesus,” 
the mute but horrible reply is: ‘‘ Why ask me to do it? 
Surely I ought not, for see, just over there, what the result 
might be.” 

Then on the left we see the priest with cross in hand, and 
finger pointing up to his imaginary God, saying to John 
Chinaman, ‘‘ Come, go with us, do and think as we do, and 
you may be better here and hereafter.” But the heathen 
Chinee, with a smirk and absurd grin on his face, points to 
the center piece, as much as to say, ‘‘ Do you expect me to 
accept and believe a religion that is the sole cause of such 
terrible doings ?” 

I cannot conceive of a more plain and forcible *' bird’s-eye- 
view ” of the practical results of Christian priestcraft. 

And now, fellow-Liberals, laying aside all minor differ- 
ences, let us all, by example as well as precept, every day, 
and at all times and places, endeavor to teach mankind that 
there is a better way. Let us teach and practice the religion 
of humanity, for humanity’s sake; inculcate, and make it so 


plain that he who runs may read, the grand idea that how to 
liv and act in this life for the good of mankind here and now 
is worthy of all our best thoughts and efforts; then, if so be 
that there is a continued future existence, if any deity or 
power rules or controls all things in justice, the better our 
lives here, just so much better may we reasonably expect to 
start there. CONVERSE Cros. 


Waume Prams, N. Y., March 6, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: It was awfully icy, and passing a large brick 
edifice, being attracted by the music within, I entered and 
took a rear center-aisle seat. I forget the number of it. A 
short, thin, gray-haired man was behind the pulpit, and I 
learned that he had just returned from å tbree months’ fur- 
lough given him by his generous and appreciativ congrega- 
tion, and that during his vacation he had been health-seeking 
among the various faith-cure establishments on Long Island. 

He announced that he had been decidedly benefited, and 
was on the highway to ultimate recovery. I felt then as if I 
should like to hav been a member of that congregation—one 
of his parishioners—they all looked so happy. 

Having a poor memory for dates, I cannot remember where 
the text or texts were, for there were two of them, and I 
thought I was in for an all-day’s job. 

It appeared that the Evangelical Alliance (whatever that 
is) had ordered all the ministers to preach from a certain 
text, but this gentleman hadn't spent three months for noth- 
ing. He had made the most of his time, so he picked out 
another text that he said would not conflict at all with the 
aforesaid Alliance's text, and it didn't, for nothing more was 
heard of either of them forthe next forty minutes. He began 
by saying that he desired to preach from his heart, but his 
language indicated that he was preaching from a very dis- 
ordered stomach. 

He remarked that the smallest man in the world was the 
stingy man—the selfish man, the man who would only think 
of self when he met *' the withered hand of beggary, and the 
white lips of famin." And the largest man in the world was 
not always the man of large stature. It did not depend upon 
the size of the body, but upon the size of the heart. 'The 
màn who gave freely of earth's treasures, gave to the poor, 
to the destitute, to the widows and orphans (and he didn't 
forget the church), was the large man. The more he gave, 
the larger he became. The man who spent his money for 
charitable purposes, spent it copiously, was the largest of 
men. 

Talking of spending money reminded me of what I heard 
a very bad man (in the eyes of a great many ministers) once 
say. He said: ‘Oh, I tell you, if you hav but a dollar in 
the world, and you hav got to spend it, spend it like a king ; 
spend it as though it were a dry leaf, and you the owner of 
unbounded forests! That’s the way to spend it. I had 
rather be a beggar and spend my last dollar like a king, than 
to be & king and spend my money like a beggar." 

He 8tated further, that he sometimes wondered why Christ 
paid so little attention to education. Well, that is funny. 
Why didn't he start a university? Why didn’t he establish 
the multiplication table? Why didn't he rob Newton of his 
discovery? Why didn't he get ahead of Galileo? Why 
didn't he anticipate Darwin? Why didn't he outstrip 
Proctor? Why didn't he write what he knew about this 
world, and what he knew of another? Why didn't he write 
his own book, and thus avoid the question of inspiration ? 
I don’t wonder he wondered. The greatest wonder of the 
world is why ministers pay so little attention to education. 
This minister assured his congregation that although he had 
been absent from them for three months, he had been kept 
constantly informed upon all matters pertaining to the 
church, and that the old adage had proved true, that ** when 
the cat's away the mice will play" (it's a wonder he hadn't 
said rats); tbat he was grieved to learn that during his 
absence many of the members had backslidden, and were in 
danger of going down to death and hell. I was beginning to 
get frightened. I didn't know but some of them had thrown 
away their roller-skates and had donned a toboggan suit, and 
had taken a couple of slides, and I was mighty glad that I 
wasn't à member of that congregation after all—they did not 
look so dreadful happy. I learned, however, that that was 
not the unpardonable sin which they had committed, but 
that some of them had been guilty of the great crime of stay- 
ing at home. I hav read somewhere that the fireside was the 
holiest altar beneath the skies; that ‘‘ the home where virtue 
dwells with love is like a lily with a heart of fire—the fairest 
flower in all this world." ‘‘Home is where the virtues 
grow.” That was my idea, but it seems that the doctrin of 
the church is different. I know it says that you must for- 
sake your father, mother, wife, and children for "Christ's 
sake, but I did not think it said that you must forsake your 
home. Well, it wasn't necessary, for what would home be 
without them ?—a Godforsaken place. I was disappointed 
in the sermon. I thought-perhaps he would tell his congre- 
gation how glad he was to return to them, how he appreci- 
ated their kindness in giving him a much-needed rest, and 
with returning health would come renewed energy and cnthu- 
siasm in the cause he espoused. I expected to hear him wish 
them all a Happy New Year, and say that day by day he he- 
came more and more attached to them by the bonds of friend- 
ship and love. 

Ishould like to hav heard him express his gratitude, for 
« gratitude is the fairest flower that sheds its perfume in the 
human heart.” My desire was not gratified. His mind was 
traveling in an opposit direction. His language was totally 
different. He made the following statement, and when he 
made it I thought to myself, there's a place that is better than 
this. He said, ‘‘I would not call you thieves, I would not 
call you robbers, I would not call you reprobates, but Isay 
that the wickedest men that ever trod this earth are in this 
church to-night!" "There is no place like home. H. H. 


` 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixow, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight. 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Be Careful. 


Bo careful what you sow, boys! 
For seed will surely grow, boys! 

The dew will fall, 

. Therain will splash, 

The clouds will darken, 

And the suushine flash, 

And the boy who sows good seed to-day 
Shall reap the crop to-morrow. 


Be careful what you sow, girls! 
For every seed will grow, girls ! 
Though it may fall 
Where you cannot know, 
Yet in summer and shade 
Tt will surely grow ; 
And the girl who sows good seed to-day 
‘Shall reap the crop to-morrow. 


Be careful what you sow, boys! 
For the weeds will surely grow, boys ! 
Tf you plant bad seed 
By the wayside high, 
You must reap the harvest 
By and by, 
And the boy who sows wild oats to-day 
Must reap the wild oats to-morrow. 


Be careful what you sow, girls ! 
For allthe bad will grow, girls ! 
Aud the girl who now, 
With a careless hand, 
Is scattering thistles 
Over the land, 
Must t now that, whatever she sows to-day, 
She must reap the same to-morrow. 


Then let us sow good seeds now ! 
eAnd not the briers and weeds now! 
That when the harvest 
For ur shall come, 
We may hav good sheaves 
To carry home. 
For the seed we sow in our lives to-day 
Shall grow and bear fruit to-morrow. 
— Fiora McEhpet. 


Giordano Bruno. 


Inscribed to Brother George N. Hill, Boston. 
When superstition stood most proud 
Upon the hills of Rome eternal, 
And old tradition tortured truth 
With falsest fears of fates infernal; 
There science shot her first bright ray, 
Like a silent spear ethereal, 
Athwart the gathered, ghostly gloom, 
And shone a sun-born star imperial. 


To ope or shut the gates of fact 
Vain are the fabled keys of Peter ; 
The songs of liberty we sing 
Are sweeter than the psalmist’s meter ; 
The church that strove to support God 
By silencing the voice of reason, 
Is now ignored by government, 
And common sense is no more treason. 


To him who bore bold Bruno’s name 
Was more of nativ honor given 
Than dwelt in those who through death flame 
Had hoped to find the port of heaven. 
For him a monument we make 
Which countries shal’ concenter 
To mark his martyr place, and date 
Man’s calendar—Anno Scientia, 
: JOHN Prescott GUILD. 


Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—REBUS. 


i ER 
What some farmers hav to do. 


2.—IMPERFEOT DIAMOND. 


1. A letter. 

2. A word of denial. 

3. A reposition. 

4. A woman's name. 

5. Ravenous. 

6. A wading bird. 

7. An unctuous substance. 

8. Expressing more than one. 

9. A letter. . 

WARREN B. OROHARD, 

N. Boothbay, Me. 


3.—REBUS. 


Easy lesson in spelling. 


4.—PALINDROME. 


A fowls bone must supply a name 

That forward, backward reads the same. 
Had God created fowls like men, 

This were the source of our first hen; 
And would take the puzzle from ita peg, 
Of *' which was first, the hen or egg ?” 
Agassiz says, '* To be exact, 

All life comes from an egg," in fact. 


But that which here concerns alone, 
Is but to find this poor fow?s bone. 
J. K. P. BAKER. 


5.—4 FIGURE 8 REBUS. 


Twenty-four words to be found in regular 
order in this puzzle. . 
6.—HALF SQUARE. 
1. To injure by false report. 


CoxgAD Rooker. 
ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'8 CORNER, 
MAROH 12, 1887. 

2.-When you're an anvil, bear; when 
you're a hammer, strike. 3.-Only eight cats 
Sitting each on its tail in the corners of an 
octagonal room. 4.-Pantaloons. 
to 
Correspondence. 


GIDEON, KAN., Feb. 23, 1887. 
Duar Miss Wixon: I am a boy twelve years 
old. I go to school, but the teacher has got 
the measles. also some of the scholars. We 
hav taken Taz TRUTH SEEKER for six years. 
I like to read the Children's Corner. I liv on 
afarm. Well, I will close for this time. I 

hope to see this in print. 
Your little Freethinker friend, 
Henry WATKINS. 


" — ALLEGHENY, Pa., Feb. 27, 1887. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I am eleven years old. 
I go to the public school, and am in room 
No. 18. My studies are arithmetic, geogra- 
phy, physiology, spelling, reading, and writ- 
ing. My father takes THE TguTH SEEKER. I 
like the pictures very much, and read all the 
letters in the Children’s corner. My father is 
a member of the Secular Union of Pittsburgh. 
One of their members lost his daughter on 
Friday, Feb. 25th, and funeral services were 
held on Monday, Feb. 28th, by the Secular 
Union, and her body was cremated the same 
day. We hav a very fine crematory here, and 
it 1s heated with natural gas. "This is all at 
present. If you see fit you may print this. 
This is the first letter I ever wrote. 

Your friend. GzaorE CAHILL. 
Nationa Sorprers’ Home, VA., 
March 5, A. s. 287. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I join hands with 
Brother George N. Hill, in giving you gratu- 
lation for the sterling sketch you drew of the 
brave Bruno for the Children’s Corner por- 
trait gallery. Since Brother George has been 
so gracious as to quote my little sentiment, 
let me say that we became known to each 
other through correspondence concerning the 
“ Science Calendar," and in the pleasure of 
his personal acquaintance I hav been builded 
up. Andit is no flattery to say that there is 
not a better boy in Boston than he is—a stout 
and sound lifter of ** philosophy and plaster," 
and an uncompromising temperance advo- 
cate. He should walk oftener into the Chil- 
dren’s Corner. 

Yours for liberty and the little ones, 
: . Joay P. Gorp. 


Moopy, Kan., Feb. 8, 1887. 
Dear Miss Wixon:' Ma has been taking 
Tue TRUTH BEEKER for several years. It is 
one of the best papers on the subject of Lib- 
eralism., The Pulpit, edited by Mr. Shaw, is 
a good book. It has some good pieces in it 
from youngsters, and others from the editor 
that are the best reading. Mr. Ingersoll’s 
“Lay Sermon” is as good as one needs. I 
hav heard many lectures on ** What must We 
Do to be Saved?" but we hav Mr. Ingersoll’s 
lecture, ** What Must We Do to be Saved?" 

and it is the best one I ever read or heard. 
Iam told by the preachers that the Bible is 
the word of God, but where is their proof? 
They say the apostles are their proof, but 


how could the apostles write a book when 


they had neverseen him nor heard his voiee— 
for ‘‘ no man saw God at any time?" 

** No man can see God and liv.” If this is 
80, What will the holy saints do when they 
approach the golden throne of God? I was 
talking to a man not long ago about faith. 
Iquoted two or three passages showing faith 
that the believer can hav. He said he be- 


`| new tongues. 


lieved that he could get the faith to do that. 
Here are the passages: ‘In my name shall 
they cast out devils. They shall speak with 
They can handle serpents, and 
if they drink any deadly poison it shall not 
hurt them. They can lay hands on the sick 
and they shall recover.” If any man has got 
this faith, why don't he step forward and 
make himself known? f 
Where is the Christian that can drink poi- 

son and not be hurt by it? Let me mix him 
a dose of “Rough on Rats,” and if it 
does not kill him I will know that he has 
faith. : 

When I am in some distaut land, 

Read the writing of my hand,’ 

Aud if my name no more you see, 

Read these few lines and think of me. 


Yours truly, Jonn M. Simmons. 


Opuir, CAL., Feb. 21, 1887. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: I will be seventeen on 
the third day of July, 1887, although I am 
married and hav a little girl which will soon 
be three years old, so I don't know whether 
you will call me a child or not; although I 
consider myself nothing more than a child, 
for I hav been wrapped in ignorance so long 
that since [ am married to a Freethinker, and 
hav just got my eyes opened, I think I am 
nothing but a child. hen I was, what you 
might say, & baby—for I was but four months 
old—my mother, who is a Catholic, thought 
that she was not able to giv me a Catholic ed- 
ucation, so she sent me to my grandmother, 
at Sacramento, where she had sent my oldest 
brother, 80 that he should get the same edu- 
cation that I got, when I was old enough. 
When I was five years old, my grandmother 
thought I was old enough, so she told my 
brother to get me a catechism so I should 
learn to say my prayers. She asked me if 
my mother had taught me my prayers. such 
as the Lord's Prayer, and the Virgin Mary's 
Prayer, and when I told her No, that mother 
thought I was too little to say my pravers, 
She was shocked; so, as little as I was, I had 
to kneel down every night and say my pray- 
ers. I had to repeat the above. named pray- 
ers and two or three more long prayers. 
When I was nine years old, my folks moved 
to Sacramento. I had been going to thepub- 
lic school, but now I had not learned what 
my folks wanted me to learn, so my grand- 
mother told my mother to send me to the con- 
vent. 

So she proposed to my mother to send me 
to San Francisco to the sisters at South San 
Francisco, so away I went to learn to make 
my first communion. I did not like the 
place very much, for there was too much 
praying to be done. In the morning the bell 
was rung to get up, and while dressing we all 
had to pray. Then we had to go out ina big, 
long hall and pray for a good hour; then go 
to 6 o’clock mass, and by this time the break- 
fast bell would ring, which I, for one, would 
enjoy very much. . 

ne day one of the sisters told the girls in 
her room at school that if they would write to 
the Virgin Mary, she would answer it; so one 
day one of the girls wrote a letter to the Vir- 
gin and put it at the foot of a statue of the 
Virgin. and then locked the door and put the 
key in her pocket. One of the sisters had a 
key to the door, so she opened it and took 
the letter out and answered it, and took it to 
the place where she had got the letter that 
the girl had written, and then locked the door 
again. On the following day the girl opened 
the door and found the letter, and, after read- 
ing it, She ran to the sister that told us to 
write, and said that the Virgin had answered 
her letter. 

This is a very foolish thing for a girl as old 
as she was to do, but she was not to be 
blamed for this. One time, the girls told me 
I would never go to heaven because I sewed 
an apron on Sunday—for I had to wear it to 
school the next day. None of the girls would 
speak to me fora long time, for I was so 
Wicked, so they told the head sister about it, 
and she put me in punishment for a week and 
I was not to speak to any of the girls for this 

reat offense. My husband takes Tur TRUTH 

EEKER, and it is a very good paper; it is the 
first Freethought paper I hav ever seen. I 
appreciate the pictures very much. I don't 
think there is much Catholicism about Mr. 
Heston, or he could not print such illustra- 
tions. I think that if he should stop tbe 
pictures it would not be worth as much as it 
isthis way. Mylittle girl likes to look at the 
monkeys and other preachers. 

We hav some Freethought books that I hav 
learned from to know what Catholics are. 
These books are entitled ** the Holy Cross se- 
ries." Thisis something that I was not taught 
in the pious prisons, as I call them, that I 
was in for several years, both in Sacramento 
and San Francisco. 

I remember the girls crying, and wishin 
that they could find some way to get out o 
those fiendish prisons, so that they could go 
around among the people and expose them, 
and tell the people how the girls are treated 
there. Some of the girls in there were very 
ignorant and superstitious. They told me 
that I would never go to heaven because my 
faith was not good enough, because I could- 
n’t believe all their tom-foolery just right. 

Well, I must close my letter, for it is get- 
ting so long that I am afraid you will get 
tired of it before you finish reading it. If 
you see fit to print this letter in the Chil- 
dren’s Corner, I would be very glad to see it 
in print, it being my first letter since I resur- 
rected from the Catholic fold. 

I will ever remain ycur true friend and 
Freethinker, Mrs. Rosa KAISER. 


is called matter. 


cience Column. 


Physical Series. 

[The instructiv lesson below was intended 
by Mr. Grower, the experienced chemist, who 
kindly furnishes it, for children of thirteen or 
fourteen. It is good reading also for children 
of an older growth, who will, we trust, ex- 
plain it to the little toddlers. We regret 
that its length necessitated its division into 
two parts.—Ep. C. C.] 

NO. I.—MATTER—IT8 GENERAL NATURE. 

1. Physics.—Physics, in its widest sense, 
includes all natural science; in its restricted 
and popular sense it treats of the phenomena 


‘presented by bodies which may be shown 


without changing theidentity. It is thus dis- 
tinguished from chemistry, which treats of 
those phenomena accompanied by change in 
the composition of bodies. 

The following example will make this dif- 
ference clearer: Copper is a reddish metal; it 
may be drawn into wire or rolled into thin 
sheets, but it is still copper. Therefore these 


are physical properties, and are included in 


physics. n 
But if the copper be placed in nitric acid, it 


will be dissolved; the acid, which was pre- 
viously colorless and cold, will become blue 


or green and hot, and at the same time a red- 
dish brown, suffocating gas will be given off. 
These are chemical changes, and are in- 


cluded in chemistry because the identity of 


the copper and nitric acid is destroyed. We 
no longer hav copper and nitric acid, but a 
substance called nitrate of copper. In trying 
this experiment, use only small quantities of 


acid and copper, and hav the acid in a com. 


parativly large, glass vessel, otherwise the 
action may be so violent that the acid will 


boil over and do damage. 


2. Matter.—Anything which takes up room 
The food we eat, the water 
we drink, and the air we breathe, are all mat- 
ter, because they take up room. Mountains, 
rocks, lakes, rivers, plants, and animals all 
occupy space, and are therefore matter. 

Forces, such as heat, light, and electricity, 
do not take up room; neither do feelings, 
such as hope, love, and fear; therefore none 
of these are matter. 

8. Hxtension.—The property of matter, by 
virtue of which it takes up room, is called 
extension. i 

ExrPERIMENT.—Invert a tumbler and im- 
merse it in a vessel of water. The water will 
not rise and fill it. This shows that the air 
takes up room, and illustrates the property of 
extension. 

4. Properties of matter.—Bcsides taking up 
room, matter has certain other properties. 
Those properties which are possessed by all 
kinds of matter are called general, or univer- 
sal; some of these are, extension (already ex- 
plained), indestructibility, gravitation, im- 
penetrability, compressibility, inertia, mobil- 
ity, divisibility, and elasticity by pressure. 
Those properties which only belong to certain 
kinds of matter, or depend upon certain con- 
ditions, are called specific or characteristic. 
There are à great number of specific proper- 
ties of matter, such as color, hardness, duc- 
tility, etc. The important ones will be de- 
scribed in their proper places. 

5. Indestructibility. By virtue of this prop- 
erty matter cannot be destroyed. If a bottle 
be broken, the glass still exists—it is not de- 
stroyed. Ifa board be cut into shavings, the 
wood is not destroyed. If a newspaper be 
torn in pieces, the paper is still there. If iron 
be reduced to filings, the metal still exists. . 
When rain falls on the ground and disap- 
pears, the water is not. destroyed; it merely 
soaks into the earth. When water is boiled 
away ora wet body gets dry, the water still 
exists; it goes into the air in the form of 
vapor, but not a particle is lost. 

When a piece of paper is burnt, gases are 
given off, smoke and ashes are formed, but 
nothing is lost. 'The matter which was in 
the paper still exists in the ashes, smoke, and 
gases. Not one particle of it is destroyed. 
The coal we burn and the food we eat are 
changed in a similar way, but the matter still 
exists. When a piece of iron rusts, the metal 
which appears to be gone isall in the rust. 
These last examples, namely, the burning of 
paper and coal, the consumption of food, and 
the rusting of iron, are all chemieal changes, 
since by the operation the substances are 
altered in composition. 

. Do what we will, matter cannot be de. 
stroyed. Heat it all we like, cool it, break it, 
melt it, burn it, dissolve it in water or acids, 
or add anything to it—it makes no difference 
how it is treated, not one particle of it can be 
destroyed. This important and universal 
property of matter is its indestructibility. 

{CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK. ]} 


Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


; CALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
f OANADA. . 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
COLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 


KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. : 
MAINE. 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
8). 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 

MICHIGAN. 


A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465.1 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 
MONTANA. 
O. B. Whitford, Butte City. 
NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 865 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 


OHIO. 

N. Hexter, 308 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. 

B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 815 North 10th st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 8,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 

TENNESSEE. 
Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 

TEXAS.' 

L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 


UTAH. 

James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
W. F. Bey tous Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 

Henry Booth, Stockton. 


VIRGINIA. 
Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, Snowville. 


ENGLAND. 
Watts &Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. i 


Robt. G.Ingersoll’s 


OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 
| in the suit of the 
Bankers’ and Merchants’ 
graph Company 
. against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 


So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that THE TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


SPIRITUALISM 
Sustained 
By the Bible. 


BY COL. JOHN R. KELSO. 
CONTENTS: 
SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE BIBLE. 
SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE OHRIS- 
TIAN OHUROH. 
SPIRITUALISM A NECESSITY IN GoD’S GEN-, 
ERAL GOVERNMENT. 
SPIRITUAL MEDIUMSHIP. 
OBJEOTIONS To SPIRITUALISM ANSWERED. 


Like all THE TRUTH Srexee’s publications, the 
mechanical execution of the work is all that could 
be desired. Good paper, clear type—in short; a 
neat little volume. . 

The primary object of the work, as its title indi- 
cates, is to sustain Spiritualism, but the absurdi- 
ties of the Christian religion, and the abomina- 
tions of the old Jew book, get a terrible shaking 
up, The book contains much to interest every 
intelligent reader. . . Colonel Kelso has done 
much acceptable work in the cause of Freethought 
and Liberalism all over the land. Send for his 
new book—read it—put it into the hands of every 
Christian ; it will teach him that the way of the 
fool is foolishness. Every Liberal who reads it 
will certainly find his “Spiritual” strength re- 
newed.—John Peck. 

Bound in cloth, 245 pp., price $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
tf 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


Tele- 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
BY W. 8. BELL. 


“Tam very much pleased with it, and I wish the 
eventy thousand ministers of this country were 
liged to purchase the pamphlet and read every 


of it.” 
Price 15 cents. e at this office. 


For 
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Reported for the “ Truth Seekee” by 
I. N. BAKER, 


and Printed by Permission of 
the Author, 


®HE ONLY GORREGT 
EDINION. 


New YORK: 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


PRICE, 6 CENTS. 


|WHAT'S TO BE DONE? | ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 


A NIHILISTIC ROMANCE. 


By N. G. TCHERNYCHEWSKY. With a portrait} A OOMPEND OF THE NATURAL Laws or In- 


of 


Written in Prison. 


nthor 
ria. 


First American Edition Exhauste 


the Author. Translated by BENJ. 
R. TUCKER. 


Suppressed by the Czar. The 
Over Twenty Years an Exile in Sibe- 
Russian Edition worth $600 a Copy. 


DUSTRIAL PRODUOTION AND. 
ExOHANGE. 


in Four Days. Becond now By J. K. Inearts, author of ** Social Wealth.” 
Beady, An Elegant 
olume of 380 - 
Pages. ^ Price, 25 cents. 


-In cloth, $1; paper, 75 cents. 


Addnsss 
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EITTLE#EESSONS 


FOR 


LITTLE FOLKS. 


COLAC GASS 


525252585 


By AUNT ELMINA 


(Mrs. E. D. SLENKER). 


PRICE, 40 CENTS. 
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BUY ONLY 
Good Goods at Lowest Prices. 


The following area few of my leaders, all of 
which are latest improved, best make, solid coin 
silver, open face or hunting, American stem-wind 
Watches, and guaranteed strictly as represented 
or cash refunded : 2 ounce case, 7 jewels, $10 ; 3 
ounce, $11; 4 ounce, $12. With 11 jeweled muve- 
ments, $12.50, $13.50, $14.50 ; 5 ounce, $16 ; 6 ounce, 
$17.50. with full (15) jeweled movement, pat. reg- 
ulator, $16, $17. $18, $19.50. 6 ounce, $21; adjusted 
to heat and cold, add. $4, being only $25 for this 
magnificent, 6 ounce, full jeweled, adjusted watch, 
usually gold for $35 to $40. The following are all 
best 14 karat gold filled gold watches, cases ele- 
gant and latest style, and guaranteed by special 
certificate from factory and myself for 20 ycars : 
7 jewels. $24.50; 11 jewels, $27: 15 jewels, $30. Ad- 
justed, $34, cheap at $40 and practically as good as 
any $100 watch a lifetime. Ladies’ watches, same 
best quahty cases : 7 jewels, $20 ; 11 jewels, $22 ; 15 
jewels, $28. In good 2d quality filled cases, $2 to 
$5 less. Ladies 14k. solid gold watches, $30, $32, $38 
Heavier gold cases in embossed, chased, enam- 
eled, Louis XIV. style, diamond ornamentations 
etc., $5 to $50 extra. Gents’ 14 k. solid gol 
watches, from $45 up. Swiss watches, to close out, 
very low. The above all guaranteed below bottom 
prices elsewhere er cash refunded. All are care- 
fully inspected before sending, warranted for one 
year, and sent prepaid if on line of American Ex. 
office. Sundries: Best rolled gold plated chains 
and charms for ladies or gents, $2, $3, $4, $5, usual- 
ly sold for $3 $, $5, to $7. Jeweiry, latest styles, 
full line, 25 per cent below regular prices. Best 
npeotaolos in the world, $1. Genuin pebbles, $2. 

ent prepaid in case. Eye-glasses, same price. 
(Send hne of finest print you can read distinctly 
without glasses and state how many inches from 
eyes, and I can suit you first time.) Good razor, 
$1. Best in the world—a luxury—$2. Extra fine 
strops, 50 cents. Set best viohn strings: 50 cents. 
For guirar, 75 cents. 8 Ludwig harmonicas, 50 
cents. Best achromatic opera glasses, $4. $0 ; in 
pearl, $8 to $12. Large field glasses, #8, $10. Sig- 
nal service, $12. atches cleaned, $1. Springs 
$1. Jewels,$1. And returned free. Best work 

OTTO WETISLIBIN, 

: Rochelle, Ill. 

Designer and patenteeof New Freethought Badge 
in pins and charms, 2 sizes, sold gold, enameled 
in 4 colors, and most beautiful badge ever de- 
signed. Small, $2, $2.75, $350. Large,$8 to $5; 
with genuin diamond, #8, $10; and charms up to 
$15. Demand daily increasing. Agents wanted. 


THE BIBLE AND DARWINISM. 
Bx AnrHvR B. Moss. 


Six smartly written essays. Price 25 cents. 


. The Freethinker says: '* Mr. Moss is an indefat- 
igable paniphictecr, His latest publication com- 
pares the Bible with science and shows their in- 
compatibility, and how the stupendous verities of 
nature transcend the myths and fables of the rev- 
elation ot the Jews.” : 


Also by the same author, 


BIBLE ERRORS AND SECULAR TRUTH. 


Price 30 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Company. 


BLASPHEMY 


—AND— 


THE BIBLE. 


BY 0. B. REYNOLDS. 


Showing that the Bible and the believers in 
are the real blasphemers, and not the Secu 
larists. 

This is the pamphlet for the distribution 
which Mr. Reynolds is now indicted, and to ba 


TRIED FOR BLASPHEMY 


May 8d. 
Price, 10 Cents; 6 for 50 cents; 18 for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


S. P. Putnam’s Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 


Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
niversology. Price, 20 ots. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 


“ A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power ; breezy from first page to 


last with the living spirit of to-day.”"—Jonn 
Swinton’s Paper. 
Golden Throne, & Romance. “The 


author certainly has genius. The-divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. The books filled with 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcript of a manly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "—INGERSOLL. $1. 
Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Contury In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein iti 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them, Price, 10 cts. . 
Prometheus. A poem. “Itis crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured ferth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Dr. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 
Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 

Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 
other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 


Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 


version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
: Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
copy—the Genesis legendis shown. Price 10 


tg. i 
“For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; J. M. Pryse and J 
M. Burgler, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 

rise,the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generally 
fo the practical solution of the problemo Integral 
Oo-operation. Price, $1 a year; 50 cents for six 
months: 25 cents for three months 
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Poetry. 


, Why? 

Prior to the great beginning, 

. When there was no heaven, no earth, 

When there was no sunlight, starlight, 
Before creation had its birth ; 

When a blank and boundless nothing, 
Harmless, lifeless, round him fell, 

What occurred to break his slumber, 
What was there to loose the spell ? 


Breathless, lifeless, all-pervading, 
Deep, boundless, starless, rayless night— 
No, not night, for there was nothing— 
Out of which sprang worlds of light; 
Out of which was made the heavens, 
Countless worlds remote and near, 
And all living, moving creatures 
In the depths of sea and air. 


Yet we know not what aroused him 
To begin his mighty plan 

Of creation in its vastness, 
Forming, lastly, sinful man; 

Why did he not leave great nothing 
In its harmless, silent space, 

Rather than make man so sinful 
Asto wreck the human race? 


When tbere was no grief, no anguish, 
When there was neither joy nor pain, 
Why create both good and evil, 
Why not let great nanght remain? 
If creation brought forth evil, 
And from evil comes forth good, 
Where, then, is the point dividing, 
Satan’s works from works of God? 


When there was no place for sinning, 
Nor for sinful man to dwell, 
Why did God create a devil, 
And conceive an endless hell ? 
Why was silence ever broken ? 
Why was man to misery born? 
Why were devils made to tempt him, 
And then leave him here to mourn ? 


EvcENE Hoven. 
———— —9-4—9-—— — ———— 


The Arcana of Nature. 


Spirit of the great unknown, 
I dwell in the inflnit seas, 
Ising in the wind’s glad tone, 
And sigh in the soft summer breeze; ` 
I brood in silence and storm, 
I come with the earthquake’s wrath, 
I pillow the worlds on my arm, 
And stay the sweet moonsiu their path. 


I scatter the sunshine of June 
That heralds the grass and the grain, 
I dream by the fountains at noon, 
Or waken the winter again; 
My girdle of rainbows I bind 
As I sit by the gray ocean side, 
My footsteps are fleeter than wind, 
My pulse is the flow of the tide. 


Iam soul of the legions of suns, 
I touch their swift wheels with my hand, 
Yet the smallest streamlet that runs 
Is mine with its silvery band, 
And mine in its silvery song ; 
Tho’ the chorus of stars is my own, 
I hasten their cycling throng, 
And breathe in their undertone. 


I marshall my forces and go 
To systems nnseen of the earth, 

I laugh in their rivers that flow, 

' Tattend the least star at its birth; 

Of the nniverse I am the lord, 
Tho’ I whisper my secrets as mild 

As dew shimmering down on the sward, 
And I wait on the steps of your child. 


Iam heart of the lily and rose, 
I hav painted them out of the deep, 
I move in each blossom that blows, 
And the zephyr that over them sweeps; 
Yet I tread on the outermost bar, 
And ride on the ripples of day, 
I hav twirled the bright rim of a star 
And danced in its billows away. 


I hav kept for the children of men 
A book illumined with gold, 
Vast suns wrought my radiant pen, 
And the volume shall never grow old; 
T hav lettered the rocks by the sea, 
In the caverns and depths of the mine, 
Ihav writ on the ages that flee 
A psalm and a sermon divine. 


« 


The atoms are mine, and I build 
From the molecule up to the man, 
Gradations evolving that gild 
The ages, and xons I span; 
Iam bridegroom of Time, and I wed 
With the loveliest daughters of Space, 

I set my own seal on each head, 

And smile on each beautifnl face. 
Frenchtown, Neb. Mary BAIRD FINCH. 
—_— 

Book Notices. 
THE NEW GOD. 

Mr. Putnam's new lecture with the above 
title is published in & neat pamphlet and 
makes a valuable addition to our Freethought 
literature. It is one of the author's very best 
efforts, and has a genuin Liberal flavor. It 
overflows with good things. It is condensed 
in expression. A volume is packed into a 
sentence, and a whole life's ‘experience 
crowded into a line. 

I hav read nothing from the pen of Mr. 
Putnam that leaves more satisfaction in the 
mind. It is sound, logical, brilliant, and 
"persuasiv. It is not an argument; it is a 
poem of facts, a string of truths, a cluster of 
rare and beautiful statements that sparkle 
like diamonds. Jt puts the crown upon 
Atheism. In speaking of this work it is al- 


most impossible to withstand the temptation 
to prove one's praise by quoting from it, but 
this would be injustice to the author. It 
would be like plucking a rose from the tree, 
or stealing a gem from a necklace. 

To appreciate this lecture one must read the 
lines as the writer has placed them. This 
essay is not a piece of carpentry, but a crea- 
tion. It came as an inspiration, and was pre- 
served in its original form with the dew of 
birth upon its brow and limbs. The thoughts 
init go singing through the mind, and their 
song is rich and sweet with joy and hope. 
The fire in it lights and warms every utter- 
ance. There are grand and startling expres- 
sions in this lecture that show depths of feel- 
ing and a rare insight. 

Mr. Putnam has done other work for Lib- 
eralism that deserves praise, but he has never 
put more into any thirty-four pages that he 
has ever written. This work is a revelation 
of genius. The thoughts in it shine like stars. 
It is full of the creativ spirit. Every line is 
alive and seems to breathe and pulse with 
the thought it holds.. The writer has left his 
own life in the words he has written. Every 
sentence is warm with the blood of the 
author. 

“The New God” was made by an artist- 
hand, guided by a poet-soul. It is as per- 
fect as sculpture. The dreator makes his 
“ god" in his own image, and breathes into 
his nostrils the breath of his own life. 

There is health in this essay; there is 
courage in it; there is hope in it. Nota 


| dead word can be found on one of its pages. 


This lecture is not a coffin, not à tomb; it is 
a house of the living, a home of the loving, a 
place where livs and moves a human being. 
It is full of a great thought, a great faith, a 
great idea. It throbs with love of truth, and 
thrills with passion for truth. 

Mr. Putnam was in the hights when he saw 
this vision of ‘‘The New God.” He was on 
his intellectual knees, not in worship, but in 
wonder. I believe no one can read this 
pamphlet without being better for doing so, 
without seeing clearer, and understanding 
better what has been called ‘‘ the mystery of 
godliness.” This mystery is exposed and 
shown up, and the truth revealed. 

This little book should go into the home of 
every Liberalin the land. Our youth should 
read it and catch its inspiration. It will 
widen their minds, strengthen their hearts, 
and make truer and tenderer their lives. 
This lecture on ‘‘The New God” is an ap- 
peal for a new man—a prophecy of a greater, 
nobler humanity. A man that can giv the 
world such thoughts as Mr. Putnam has here 
expressed should be nobly encouraged and 
sustained. L.K. WASHBURN. 

Mz. Epiror: I hav just read Mr. S. P. 
Putnam’s lecture entitled, ‘ The New God,” 
which is published in neat pamphlet form by 
the Truth Seeker Company. As the perusal 
of this pamphlet has afforded me a good deal 
of pleasure, I will write a few lines, not so 
much by way of criticism or commendation 
as to giv expression to some thoughts that 
the lecture has suggested. Any God, it 
seems to me, would be an improvement on 
the one we hav inherited from our immediate 
ancestors. I therefore indorse Mr. Putnam's 
opinion that the old God ought to be super- 
seded at once. Take the Roman Catholic 
God—I suppose he is the same one that a very 
large number of people in this country hav 
been nursing, feeding, and trying to keep in 
good humor with song and instrumental mu- 
sic, and large presents of land and scrip. But 
with all these sacrificial efforts to make their 
God act decently, they hav only succeeded in 
making him more and more independent and 
inhumanly eccentric. Our Christian friends 
say that this old God constructed and has 
general supervision over everything that ex- 
ists, and that ‘‘not even a sparrow falls 
without his notice." l : 

A few days ago he gave the south of Italy 
and France a shaking up, and a church 
that was built for the special purpose of 
glorifying him was taken possession of as a 
place of safety by about three hundred of his 
faithful and confiding friends and children, 
but what kind of a reception did he giv them ? 
Why, he just tumbled the walls and roof 
down on them, and maimed and killed the 
whole three hundred as a reward: for their 
kindness to and confidence in his protecting 
power and disposition. 

Don’t you think that that sort of a God 
ought to be discharged ? 

Don’t you think the Italians could elect or 
make anew God that would not be so ill-tem- 

| pered and inconsiderate of the feelings of his 
dearest friends? Mr. Putnam does, and so 
say we all—that a god who can’t find any 
more useful employment than destroying the 


lives of his most faithful frienda by floods, 
earthquakes, epidemics, contagious diseases, 
wars, and such like things, had better resign, 
and if hc won't resign, then he ought to be 
discharged, and something else put in his 
place. Mr. Putnam has crowded into this 
lecture à number of crisp and brilliant sen- 
tences, some of which may strike the reader, 
on first thought, as being rather paradoxical. 
He seems to think that the God element can 
not be destroyed in the minds of the masses 
at present, and that, therefore, it would be 
reasonable to construct a new God, who or 
which would embrace everything that ds 
grand, noble, elevating, and the personifica- 
tion of humanitarian benevolence. But yet 
he should not be so faultlessly pure and per- 
fect that there would not be 100m in bim for 
improvement when occasion required it. 
The lecture is unique in thàt it is an attempt 
to portray the kind of a God that would be 
useless to put in the place of the old, and the 
manifold beauties which the new God ought 
to possess. He finally concludes his lecture 
with a peroration in blank verse, in which he 
wanders through the univcrse in search of the 
new God, but finds him not outside of the as- 
pirations, impulses, and poetic revclry of his 
own mind. The lecture 1s, to say the least of 
it, very interesting reading, and will amply 
repay any person for the time and money it 
costs to purchase and read it. 
J. J. MoCasez. 


Ipnkoroay. Nutrition, Instinct, Innervation, 
Sensation, Consciousness, Memory, Think- 
ing, Consecutiv Ideas. By Dr. LaRoy 
Sunderland, Foundation Fellow of the 
Society of Science, Literature, and Art, 
London. Vol. III. Boston: J. P. Men- 
dum, publisher. Price, $1. 


This volume of Dr. Sunderland’s work on 
‘‘Tdeology " treats mainly of the causes and 
cure of disease. Near the outset, in his chap- 
ter on bad habits, the author says: ‘‘ There 
are bad habits in walking, dressing, and in 
sleep; but the habit most pernicious, and 
worse if possible than all, is the medicinal— 
the habit. of dosing with syrups, pills, and 
powders, and nostrums too numerous to 
count.” Dr. Sunderland’s method is what he 
calls self-cure, and he givs scores of testi- 
monials to show that it has the desired result. 
Everything yielded to it, from gout, rheuma- 
tism, and anchylosis to bad spells, delirium 
tremens, and insanity. It would be a good 
déal more gratifying to the reader if Dr. Sun- 
derland could hav brought himself to the 
point of telling in explicit language exactly 
how one afflicted with a disease should pro- 
ceed in order to cure himself. It is well 
enough to hav the tricks of charlatans ex- 
posed, and to know that there is a natural 
method of cure, but that knowledge does not 
materially aid the patient. It is admitted 
that Dr. Sunderland possessed remarkable 
power over the minds and bodies of some 
persons brought under his influence. He 
could place a subject in a condition wholly 
oblivious to painful sensation. It was hoped 
that in ‘‘Ideology,” his last and chief work, 
he had left his secret as a legacy to the world. 
But it must be confessed that he has not done 
so. He has given no end of effects with no 
hint as to the cause. No one can help ex- 
pressing a feeling of disappointment that he 
chose this course instead of doing what it 
may be supposed he was able to do toward 
clearing up the mystery of the wonderful 
phenomena which he claims to hav produced. 
The so-called miracles of Christ, if performed 
by him, did not exceed to any great extent 
of marvelousness the miracles of Dr. Sunder- 
land. The difference was in degree only. 
Dr. Sunderland repudiated the miracles of 
Christ, but recounts others achieved by him- 
self, and offers them to the world unex- 
plained by natural causes. We cannot deny 
the interesting nature of this work on 
* Ideology.” Its value must be left for others 
to estimate. Dr. Sunderland has been more 
successful in explaining the psychology of 
religious insanity, as, manifested in revivals, 
than in showing how we may cure all diseases 
without medicin. 


The Swiss Cross is a monthly magazine of 
the Agassiz Association, published by N. D. C. 
Hodges, 47 Lafayette Place. ‘‘The name,” 
says the publisher, *' was selected as being 
the emblem of Switzerland, the home of 
Louis Agassiz, noted for the great service he 
rendered to the world by means of voyages of 
scientific discovery." It is not going to com- 
mititself to any of those scientific heresies 
which throw doubt upon “revealed ” truth as 
found in the scriptures, and so when a con- 
tributor casually assumes in effect that man 
is a better developed animal than his remote 
ancestor, the editor hastens to point out that 
* this assumption [that man has developed 
from an ape-like animal] was never allowed 


by Professor Agassiz," and warns his readers 
that “the theory of evolution is not yet 
proven.” If the editor would be equally 
scrupulous with regard to all unproven 


| noted Methodist divine in Oonnecticut. 


theories, be would be often called upon to 
rebuke correspondents for their assumptions 
of “supreme wisdom,” ''spirit of God,” 
** the Lord,” “the creator," and other similar 
unprovable hypotheses. The Swiss Cross is 
sent to subscribers for $1.50 per annum. 


Once a month Science gathers up the educa- 
tional articles it has printed during that time, 
adds some original and selected articles, cor- 


respondence, etc., and publishes a periodical 
named Science and Education. The subscrip- 
tion price is $2.50 per year, and it is in every 
respect a first-class publication. 


WE receive occasionally from 47 Lafayette 
Place a copy of Science, a weekly publication 
devoted to the general diffusion of scientific 
knowledge. It isan eminently conservativ 
journal, well printed, and edited with discre- 
tion. We know of no other scientific journal 
that would fill the place occupied by Science, 
$5 per year. 


Dr. William A. Hammond opens the April 
Popular Science Monthly with an able article 
entitled ‘‘ Brain-Forcing in Childhood.” The 
paper givs a vivid picture of the evils of the 
book-cramming process, now 80 common in 
both public and private schools, and also con- 
tains & strong plea for fewer studies, more 
direct contacts with nature, and less of thein- 
tervention of books. 

— —9—99—— — —  — 


A Pleasing Anecdote Spoiled. 


Here is a time-honored story which we find 
in our illustrated contemporary, the Graphic. 
It has a new application and new names, but 
the tale is more ancient than might be sup- 
posed on a superficial examination : 

John Quincy Adams and John Hancock, * the 
Signer,” married two sisters, the daughters of a 
John 
Quincy was a favorit with the old people, and Ma- 
ry'8 choice was approved by them. So, when the 
banns wese published, the parent said, t Mary, if 
you will furnish mə the text, I will preach you a 
wedding sermon.” She was equal to the task, and 
gave the text, “ Mary hath chosen the good part, 
which shall not be taken from her." Needless to 
say that justice was done to the occasion and the 
text. 

Not so with Margaret, who in the meau while 
was receiving the attentions of her John in 
a very inexpensiv way, 80 far as her parents were 
concerned: for it is said that ** he never crossed 
his legs under their festiv board." So, when the 
banns were published, she said to her father: 
“Father, you preached a wedding sermon for 
Mary. Cannot you preach one for me?" He at 
firet demurred; but at last he consented, and 
called for the text, when Margaret, who was equal 
to the occasion, said, ‘Aud John came, neither 
eating nor drinking, and yet ye say he hath a 
devil." ` 

This is a pleasant anecdote, and may be 
true about somebody; but as to John Han- 
cock and John Quincy Adams it can't be true. 

John Hancock died four years before John 
Quincy Adams got married. Hancock's wife 
was a Miss Quincy, of Massachusetts; Ad- 
ams's wife was a Miss Johnson, of Maryland. 

If this ingenious inventor had substituted 
the elder John Adams for John Quincy, the 
anecdote might hav appeared more credible, 
for both John Adams and John Hancock 
married Quincys. But if the father of either 
bride was a preacher, he could not hav been 
a Methodist, because Methodism was not 
then established in America.— New York Sun. 


1 — — — — 
A Letter from Miss Gibson. 


Mr. Enpiror: I have just read with sadness 
in to-day’s.TrRura SEEKER of the decease of 
little Gene Remsburg, our great and good 
lecturer’s two-year-old pretty boy. Every 
heart will throb with pain over his bereave- 


"ment, and that of his interesting wife and 


family. $ 

It was with great pleasure that I perused 
Mr. Remsburg's lecture, **The Fathers of Our 
Republic," delivered before the tenth annual 
congress of the American Secular Union, in 
New York city, last November. It is to be re- 
gretted that the Liberals do not possess suff- 
cient funds to publish such lectures, and dis- 
tribute them wholesale among our ignorant 
enemies who are constantly misrepreseniing 
us and our aims. Many of our Christian foes’ 
know no more ofthe real character of the 
fathers of ourrepublic than do the Hottentots. 
This little pamphlet givs the information 
that every person over the age of sixteen years 
ought to be ashamed not to know. A Moody 
asks for $250,000 to establish a training 
school for missionaries in Chicago, and lo! in 
a few days in was all secured, John V. Far- 
nell, whom I very well know, heading the list 
with the modest sum of $100,000, while Mrs. 
George McCormick follows suit with $50,000, 
and soon along down, until the amount is 
reached. Will we Liberals ever be able to do 
the like for truth that our enemies are doing 
for superstition ? 

I can cordially respond to the eloquent 


tribute paid to the worth of Richard J. Lam- 
born in Tur TRUTH SEEKER, February 12th. 
The deceased was one of my hearers in Mar- 
shalton, Chester county, Pa., the five months 
of Sundays I lectured there in the winter of 
1878-79. Never was there a truer man and a 
more stanch and devoted Freethinker. The 
brothers, Richard and’ Robert, were known 
far and wide for their probity, zeal, and free- 
dom from bigotry and error. May Robert 
long survive to bless his family and the com- 
munity. Had we more such men the world 
would be the wiser and the better. 


I cannot forbear saying a word in praise of. 


the excellent article, “ Mormonism Itself,” in 
Tue Trura SEEKER, March 5th, by J. S., and 
the article preceding it, ‘‘Confiscating Mor- 
mon Property," equally true and good ; while 
as for Antichrist, well, Ialways hold up both 
hands in his favor! 

On the whole, I do not think Tug TaurH 
SEEKER is dwindling into nothingness, but 
still more than sustains its prestige ; and in its 
new quarters I hope it will flourish and 
spread itself like a green bay-tree, until its 
branches shall cover the whole earth. 

. Yours truly, Erra E. Gregson. 
———— —9-4-—— ————— 


The ** Sovereign Superstition.” 


To THE Epiror or Tug TRUTH SEEKER, Sí: 
Allow me to trouble the intelligent TRUTH 
SEEKER readers with the names and notions 
of a few more ‘‘ intemperate temperance ad- 
vocates,” of whose company none need feel 
ashamed when opposing the sovereign super- 
stition : 

** No greater hallucination has ever deluded 
the mind of mind than the idea that alcohol 
is. ever necessary for any use."— Wm. Tyndal, 
scientist. 

“I regard the liquor traffic as the gigantic 
crime of.crimes.” (This has been repeated by 
so many notable men that its authorship is 
uncertain.) i f 

‘Tt is impossible to license crime by halves; 
to authorize injustice at all, and hope to reg- 
ulate the measure of it."— Wm. H. Prescott, 
historian. 

‘‘Statesmanship consists rather in remov- 
ing the cause than in punishing or evading 
the result.”—James A. Garfield, statesman. 

** Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging, 
and whoso is deceived thereby is not wise." 
— Solomon, king. 

“What makes them so smiling and happy, you 
think? ; 
Because they hav nothing but water to drink." 
—dJohn Pierpont, veteran poet. 

** Alcohol causes three-fourths of all chronic 
illness which the medical man has to treat.” 
—JDr. Chamois, medical author, 

* Now that they had come to see that the 
medical use of intoxicating drinks was work- 
‘ing great mischief, that evil must be assailed.” 
—Gerritt Smith, reformer. 

'* Oh, that men should put an enemy in 
their mouths to steal away their brains !”— 
Shakspere, tf not Bacon, the essayist. 

* O thou invisible spirit of wine ! 
If there is no other name to call thee by, 
Let me call thee devil!” . : 
—Shakspere, dramatist, or Lord Bacon. 

*' Intoxicate (Low L.—L. and Gk.) From 
pp. of Low L. intoxicare, to make drunk.—L. 
én, into; tozicum, poison, borrowed from Gk. 
toxtkon, poison for arrows. Gk. toxikon is 
der. from tozon, a bow, of which the plural, 
toxa, is used to mean arrows."—JProf. W., 
W. Skeat, etymologist. 

“I am aware that there is a prejudice 
against any man engaged in the manufacture 
of alcohol. I believe from the time it issues 
from the coiled and poisonous worm in the 
distillery until it empties itself into the hell of 
death, dishonor, and crime, that it is demoral- 
izing to everybody that touches it."— Col. R. 
Q. Ingersoll, the world’s greatest orator. 


I am sure I never said anything stronger 
fhan that, and for the simple reason that 
nothing stronger can be said. If the alcohol 
habit, the liquor business, is ‘‘ the sum of all 
villanies," is not it of highest moment to seek 
to be rid thereof? I know that we should be 
temperate even in the use of water, but it is 
the business of firemen to use enough of it to 
put out the flames; and until the efforts of 
those who realize the liquor evil hav culmi- 
nated in its extinguishment, they can hardly 
do anything intemperate in their attempts to- 
ward that end. As for choice of words, I 
use Webster’s unabridged and Skeat's etymo- 
jogical dictionaries. If the Bennett book- 
store can supply a more complete vocabulary, 
with stronger words, I shall be happy to buy. 

I had sooner be ‘‘ an intemperate temper- 
ance advocate” in hell, than to be a temper- 
ate toper in heaven. Drunkards claim to be 
moderate. Joun Prescott GuiLD. 
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SOCIAL WEALTH. 


The Sole Factors and Heact Ratios in Its 
Acquirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 


CONTENTS: Economic Schools: a brief re- 
view of their Origin and Growth; -Rise and 
Growth of Capitalism;  Unearned Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Social Wealth; Land Own- 
ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
the Productiv Factors; Partnership and Co-op- 
eration; Law of Contracts; Money and Credit; 
Of Value or Economic Ratios; Taxation as'a 
Remedy; Reforms, nct Remedies; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conclusion. ` : 

Price, Cloth, $1 00, 
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SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, it is now known to be the work of W 
H. Burr, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 80,000 copies hav been sold. 
For sale at this office. 


CAP TANS OF INDUSTRY: 


MEN or Busurzss Wao Dip SOMETHING BESIDES 
Maxine Money. 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 
BY JAMES PARTON. 


This book contains 400 pages, plainly printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
Mr. Parton's works need no commendation. They 
&re Standard. 

Price, - . . . - $1.25. 
New York 
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The Secret of the East, 
OR, 
The Origin of the Christian Religion 
and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


For sale at this ofice. 


Price, $1.00. 


Price, 15 cents. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonne 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 


Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. . 
Exeter Hall. **Oneof the most excit- 


ing romances of the day." Price, paper, 60 


cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition, By 
ginwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 

cents. 


All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
Miss Susan H. Wixon. “The great charm of 
this novelis its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 

and perspicuity I was scarcel prepared to ex- 

ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
rom sọ gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks." Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 80 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish thatthe friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 


By Gro. M. Davenrorr. This is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 32 well-filled pages, costing only 
“a quarter,” but as full of meat as an egg. It is 
well called ‘ practical” for we find nothing un- 
practical init. Hens, ducks, geese and turkeys 
are particularly discussed and their economic: 
breeding and keeping treatedof. There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on & large 
scale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition to 
the poultry literature of the day. 
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meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:80 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
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of painting. 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and. 
colored, to supply ali the neccessary pieces for 
constructing a model house, with plain directiong 
for putting them together. 

While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. Itis, in fact,a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 
builders. — 

55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000). 
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1 New Design for a Chapel. 
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THE 
CONVERTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 


From the German of MAX NORDAU. 


SEVENTH EDITION. 

A most powerfully written book.—Phila. Record 
This Book is not a Book! It is a Deed an 
those who oppose it will prove that they fear it.— 

Vienna News, Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
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Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
the Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 
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Illustrated. - - - Price, $2.50. 
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E Introduction by ` 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
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HERE AND THERE 
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Miscellanies by Arror D. Le PLONGEON 
Author of * Yucatan: Its Ancient 
Palaces and Modern 
Cities.” 
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Bews of the Week. 


Lyman' S. Wzzks, a respected citizen of 
Brooklyn, heard a noise in the lower part of 
his house one night last week, and went down 
stairs to see what caused it. He was met by 
a burglar, who shot him dead and escaped. 
The police hav no clue to the murderer. 


É PRESIDENT CLEVELAND 


THE ORDER OF CREATION, 


Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, | 
Liuton, BRevilie. 

On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
: CONTENTS: 

I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. ByHon. 

E. Gladstone. 
II. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 
preters of Nature. By Prof, T. H. Huxley. 


| ILI Postscript to Solar Myths, By Prof. Max 


uller. 


was 50 years old on the 


18th inst. 


BooDLE ALDERMAN 
CLEARY is in jail, and his 
trial is progressing. 

THERE was a violent 

earthquake shock at 
Charleston, S. C., on the 
17th. 
BiTmug Richmond Hotel, 
in Buffalo, N. Y., was 
burnt last week, with the 
loss of eleven lives. 


= Tae New York Sun 
has commenced publish- 
ing an afternoon edition. 
It is probably the best 
evening paper New York 
has ever had. 


A REOENT attempt was 
made to blow up the czar 
of Russia with a bomb. 
At least, such is the re- 
port, and arrests in con- 
nection with the matter 
are numerous. 


REMuxIorPALelections are 
held in Kansas in April. 
Women may vote in town 
and city affairs in that 
state, and they are reg- 
istering for the coming 
election in great num- 
bers. 


Tue New York Pres- 
bytery has decided that 
the Rev. J. C. Mackay should be deposed, as 
he has been found guilty of immorality and 
drunkenness, and his wife has secured a 
divorce from him. 


CAPITAL punishment in Maine has been 
abolished. 


FaxsnETS of the Missouri in Dakota are do- 
ing great damage. 


Rerorr says the Prince of Wales has re- 
cently paid $11,000 to settle a suit brought 
by a Canadian woman whom he seduced 
in 1861. 


Ex-Govrernor Hoapty, of Ohio, and his 
partner, Edgar M. Johnson, upon application 
to the supreme court, hav been admitted to 
practice in the courts of New York. 


Tur yachts Dauntless and Coronet, racing 
from New York to Cork Harbor for $20,000 
sweepstakes, were sighted by a British steam- 
ship the other day. The Coronet was said to 
be twenty miles ahead. 


InvestigaTIon into the railroad bridge acci- 
dent near Boston, in which twenty-nine peo- 
ple lost their lives, shows that the bridge was 
defectiv in construction, and had not been ` 
safe for the past fifteen years. | 


Tux commissioners of internal revenue re- 
port that in the months of November, De- | 
cember, and January, 10,020,961 pounds of 
oleomargine were consumed in the United 
States, and 114,607 pounds were exported. 


A MAN named Lawton, doing business on 
Wall street, and reputed sound and a million- 
aire, disappeared a few days ago with a wo- 
man and all his assets. Many firms, includ- 
ing several banks, were heavy losers. Lawton 
is thought to hav carried a million with him. 


l 


Sr. PATRIOR’s DAY, which comes the 17th l 


of March, was celebrated in the usual way. 
The Hibernians turned out and paraded in 
their high hats and green sashes, and made 
business lively where whisky is sold. To 
please the Irish the politicians flew the 
Irish colors from City Hall. 


New Yorx’s city chamberlain, W. M. 
Ivins, has been talking recently before the 
Harlem Democratic Club on the subject of 
“ Political Assessments." He said that a can- 
didate for senator must put up $50,000, and 
judges $10,000 to $30.000. He added that it 
costs a mayor about $20,000, and that Hewitt, 
the last candidate, cheerfully contributed his 
share at the recent election. The various 
“ halls" and clubs, he says, raised a million 
to elect Cleveland. i 


IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. 
i By Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 

V. Dawn of Creation. An Answer to Mr. Glad- 

stone. By Albert Reville, D. D. ; 

VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. By Prof. T. H. 


Huxley. . 
VII. APO anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
n 


This is a new book and contains the latest discus- 
sion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of the 


participants are a guarantee of its able character. 
Price, paper, 58 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
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— Gems of Thought. — 


Ir the candid reader will examin one by one the 
different dogmas and rites of the Christian . 
scheme, he will find that they were all believed in 
several centuries before the birth of Christianity. 
—D. M. Bennett, — . 


I BELIEVE in the gospel of good living. You 
cannot make any god happy by fasting. Let us 
hav good food, and let us hav it well cooked, and 

it isa thousand times bet- 

ter to know how to cook 
than it is to understand 
any theology in the world- 

I believe in the gos"^el of 
` good clothes; I believe in 


ONE OF THE PLAGUES OF EGYPT. 
And the Lord plagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagues.—Gen. xii, 17. 


Odds and Gnds. 


SPEAKING of animals, what does the catamount 
to? £ 


Sincz the advent of Lent, a great many women 
hav done all their repenting in seal-cloth and 
sashes. : 


* WzAT are the last teeth that come?" asked & 
teacher of her class in physiology. “False teeth, 
mum,” replied a boy who had just wakened up on 
the back seat. 


Aunt RACHEL : “Why, boy, how you do swear !? 
Boy (flattered) : “I don't swear wery good; but I 
reckon when I git as old as my dad, and has the 
practice, I'll beat him all holler.” 


Tue Salvation Army stopped in front of a saloon 
in East Portland and began singing. “It is water 
that we want, not beer," and the saloon keeper 
turned the hose on them. And yet they were not 
happy. 


“ Poor fellow ! he died in poverty,” said aman of 
a person lately deceased. ‘That isn't anything,” 
exclaimed a seedy bystander. **Dying in poverty 
is no hardship. Itis living in poverty that puts a 
thumbscrew on a fellow.” 


A ONE-LEGGED preacher in a Georgia town once 


,upbraided a young man for carrying a gold- 


headed cane. “There are no gold-headed canes 
in heaven,” said the man of God. “N^; and I 
guess there are no one-legged preachers there 
either,” was the rejoinder. 


BUNDAY-SCHOOL teacher: * Who was king after 
Saul?" Scholar: “ David.” §.-8. T. : Who fol- 
lowed David?” 8.: “Solomon.” §.-8.T.: * And 
who came after Solomon?” Little girl (out of 
turn) ; Oh, please, miss, I know.” * Who, then, 
Dottie?” **The queen of Sheba.” 


Ds bigger dat you see de smoke 
De less de fire will be, 

And de leastest kind of possum 
Climbs de biggest kind o’ tree. 


De darkey at de old camp-ground 
Who kin loudest sing and shout 

Is &-z wine to rob some hen-roost 
Afore de week is out. 


Among the begging letters recently received at 
the office of a benevolent society was one running 
thus: ‘This unfortunate young man is the only 
son of a widow who died childless, and his earn- 
ings maintain his aged father and infant broth- 
ers, Whose whole support he is.” The secretary of 
the bureau wroteon the margin of the epistle the 
fol'owing note : * The circumstances of this case 
are evidently exaggerated.” 


* PATRICK,” said the priest, “the Widow Moloney 
tells me you hav stolen oneof her finest pigs. Is 
that so?” ‘Yes, yer honor.” ‘What hav you 
done with it?” “Killed it and ate it, yer honor.” 
* Oh, Patrick, when you are brought face to face 
with the widow and her pig on the judgment day, 
what account will you be able to giv of yourself 
when the widow accuses you of the theft?” “ Did 
you say the pig would be there, yer riverence?" 
“To be sure I did.” '* Well thin, yer riverence, 
Ill say, ‘ Mrs. Moloney, there's your pig.’” 


Jane: “Please, sir, there's a man here who 
wants——" The minister : " Now, Jane, you know 
Ican’t be bothered with visitors." ‘* He says he is 
poor, and if you will only——” ‘Send him away, 
Jane,at once. I declare it is very annoying. 
While writing this sermon on charity I’ve been in- 
terrupted three times.” 


ALADY of a neighboring city purchased a book 
of Bible stories for her little boys, and the other 
evening she spent an hour and a half in reading a 
portion of its contents to her offspring. When 
she had got thoroughly tired, she stopped. ard 
asked them if they did not think the book very in- 
teresting. ‘ Well, it is pretty good,” said one of 
the young Critics, “ but you hav read nothing but 
chestnuts so far.” The lady left the room sud- 
denly after to smile out loud. 

SATISFACTORY COLLATERAL. 

The other morning as the janitor of a bank not 
very far from the Palace opened the door he was 
surprised to observe three rather tired-looking 
citizens seated on the steps, the center one of 
whom held a sealed envelope carefully in sight of, 
his companions. 

* Want to make a deposit, gentlemen?” asked 
the casbier, who shortly arrived, ‘Step inside." 

* No, I want to negotiate a loan,” said the mon 
with the envelope, ‘and there ain't a minute to 
lose. I want $5,000 quicker’n hades can scorch a 
feather.” 

“What collaterals hav you—government?” in- 
quired the bank official. 

* Government nothin’. I've got something that 
beats four per cents all hollow. You see I've been 
Sitting in & poker game across the street, and 
there's over four thousand dollars in the pot. 
There are three or four pretty strong hands out, 
and as I've every cent in the center the boys hav 
given methirty minutes to raise & stake on my 
hand. lt/s inthis envelope. Just look at it, but 
don't giv it away to these gentlemen. They're in 
the game,and came along to see I don't monkey 
with the cards.” 

* But, my dear sir,” said the cashier, who had 
quietly opened the envelope and found it to con- 
tain four kings and an ace, * thi: is entirely irreg- 
ular—we don’t lend money on cards.” 

* But you ain't going to see me raised out ona 
hand like that?” whispered the pokerist. * These 
fellows think I’m bluffing, and I can just clean out 
the whole gang. You see we ain’t playing flushes, 
80 I’ve got 'em right in the door.” 

“Can't help it, sir. Never heard of such a 
thing," said the cashier, and the disappointed ap- 
plicant and friends drifted sadly out. On the 
corner they met the bank's president, who was 
himself just from a quiet little all-night game at 
the Union. They explained the case again, and 
the next moment the fuperior officer darted into 
the bank, seized a bag of twenties,and followed 
the trio. In about ten minutes he returned with 
the bag and an extra handful of twenties, which 
he flung on the counter. 

* Here, credit five hundred to interest account," 
he said to the cashier. * Why, I thought you had 
more business snap, sir. Ever play poker?” 

** No, sir.” . 

'*Ahlthought not—thought not. If you did you'd 
know what good collateral was. Remember that 
in future—four kings and an ace, flushes barred, 
are always good in this institution for our entire 

assets, sir—our entire assets."—San Francisco 
Wasp, 


the gospel of good houses; 
in the gospel of water and 
soap. lbelieve in the gos- 

- pel of intelligence; in the 
gospel of education. The 
school-house is my cathe-: 
dral, The universe is my 
Bible. Ibeliéve in the,gos- 
pel of justice. that we must 
reap what we sow.—ZInger- 
soll. ` 


CHRISTIANITY, from a 8y8- 
tem of positiv theology, has 
been reduced to an exped. 
ient, and what was once 
boldly preached as the 
truth is now uttered with- 
out earnestness, and aPpar- 
ently without conviction. 
The truth is, there is no 
justifis ble Christianity. The 
last phase of the worshiping 
man’s religion is at war 
with the methods or civil- 
ization and mnst decay. 
We are opposed to Chris- 
tianity as organized in 
churches, as preached in 
the pulpit, as professed in 
the chapel, as practiced in 
society. It is religious ex- 
perience which is outgrown 
and out of place in this 
century, and bears the 
same relation to our 
thought and faith that. 
superstition sustains to 
knowledge. The priestly 
attempt to palm off upon 
the world this worn-out, 
played-out religion of su- 
z i perstitious worship is a 
piece of desperate impudence. The Christian 
manner of using the idea of a hereafter is the 
worst kind of gambling in futures.—L. K. Wash- 
burn. 


Tux same word in Hebrew (and Plato thought 
in Greek also) signifies “ to prophecy " and “to be 
mad, and even among themselvs the prophets 
were often regarded as madmen—(1) au idea to 
which their frequent habit of going about naked, 
(2) and the performance occasionally of still more 
disgusting ceremonies (8) greatly contributed. 
That many of them were splendid poets and noble 
minded men there can be no doubt; but we see 
in conduct like this little earnest of sobriety or 
divine inspiration, and far too much that reminds 
us of the fanatics of Eastern countries and of 
ancient times.—Greg’s Creed of Christendom, (1) 
And Jehu came forth to the servants of his lord, 
and one said unto him, Is all well? Wherefore 
came this mad fellow to thee? etc. (9 Kings ix, 11). 
(2) And Michal, the daughter of Saul, came out to 
meet David, and said, Howglorious was the king 
of Israel to-day, who uncovered himself to-day in 
the eyes of the hand-maids of his servants as one 
of the vain fellows shamelessly uncovereth him- 
self (2 Samuel vi, 20). See also 1 Samuel xx, 24, 
Isaiah xx, 3, and other places. (8) See Ezekiel iv, 
18. I decline transcribing the passages. Let 
those who hav stomachs for it read it for them- 
selvs, and those who hav more stomach may read 
the whole chapter, and also 1 Kings xx, 85, 88. 


Noruixa hitherto was ever stranded, cast aside ; 
but all,were it only & withered leaf, works to- 


gether with all; is borne forward on the bottom- 


less, shoreless flood of Action, and lives through 
perpetua! metamorphoses. The withered leaf is 
not dead and lost, there areforces in it and around 
it, though working in inverse order, how else 
could it rot? Despise not the rag from which man 
makes paper, or the litter from which the earth 
makes corn. Rightly viewed, no meanest object is 
insignificant ; all objects are as windows, through 
which the philosophic eye looks into infinitude 
itself.—Cariyle's Sartor Resartus. 


LJ 

Ir is true that our [Unitarian] theory of life 
allows us greater freedom of enjoyment, indulg- 
ence of a wider range of amusements. The games 
and pastimes that stricter sects forbid, we enjoy. 
We find nothing wicked in playing cards, in danc- 
ing during reasonable hours and with right com- 
pany, and even in an occasional attendance upon 
the best theatrical plays. But we believe that 
these things are only the spice of life, notits food. 
. e. We cannot see that they make us love God 
less, and we know that the permission to enjoy 
them makes us love our religion better.—W. L. 
Chaffin. 


Anp 80 beside the silent sea 
I wait the muffled oar; 

No harm can come from him to me 
On ocean or on shore. 


I know not where his islands lift 
Their proudest palms in air, 
Ionly know I cannot drift 
Beyond his love and care. 
— Whittier. 


Ir there be one thing upon the earth that man- 
kind love and admire better than another, it is a 
brave man; itis the man who dares to look the 


' devil in the face and tell him that he is a devil. 
. —James A. Garfield. 
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WOMEN THE SUPPORTERS 


- Hotes and GLlippings. 


Ix Nevada City, Col., the exercises of the 
Salvation Army are classed as ‘‘ shows,” and 
the managers must take out a license. 


San Dingo, Cal., has one of the wisest Chi- 
namen in the world. He is a laundryman, 
' and he has kept an advertisment running in 
the local paper for fifteen years. 


From the World: “ Mark Twain is said to 
be thoroughly Agnostic in his religious views. 
He, however, attends church regularly, being 
fond of the eloquent sermons of his friend, 
Dr. Twitchell.” 


A STEAMER 500 feet long, 62 feet wide, and 
48 feet deep is being built by the Lands of 
Birkenhead, England. She will hav engins 
of 17,000 horse-power, and, barring the Great 
Eastern, will be the biggest vessel afloat. 


Tur Rev.. Charles. Wood, of Englewood, 
N.J.,who shot his wife and then himself, 
has got well enough to be arrested upon com- 
plaint of Mrs. Ward. She believes that he 
shot her maliciously and with premeditation. 


Tix Haddock murder case is being tried at 
Sioux City, Iowa. The Rev. Mr. Haddock, 
nearly a year ago, conducted a crusade 
against the liquor trade, and was assassinated. 
The liquor dealers are accused of conniving 
at the murder. 


Ir is reported in New York that Dr. 
McGlynn has received a letter from Cardinal 
Gibbons telling him the pope is anxious to re- 
ceive ‘‘a friendly visit” from him. There is 
nothing in the report of the pope’s abdicating 
in MeGlynn's favor.—Utica Herald, à 


Tue pope has named Archbishop Corrigan 
prelate assistant to the pontifical throne. The 
Sun remarks that every Christian in America 
will rejoice at this intelligence. We don’t 
believe it. Father McGlynn’s supporters go 
off by themselvs and weep. 


PRESIDENT OLEVELAND recently quoted 
from Kcclesiastes, ‘‘ Vanity of vanities, all is 
vanity,” etc., and the Sun said that Cleveland 
was ‘singing the Song of Solomon.” Since 
the editor of the Sun joined the Roman 
Catholics he has given up reading the Bible. 


Tux chief of the Buffalo fire department 
swore in a very acceptable, gentlemanly, and 
heroic way, and we are proud of him for 
doing it. In the midst of the terrible excite- 
ment, when the flames were crackling like 
so many demons, he exclaimed, ‘‘Damn the 
building; save the people!” If there was 
any sin in that profanity the recording angel 
just dropped a convenient tear on the page 
and blurred the item. We should be willing 
to take our chances with several such damns 
on our conscience.—Herald. 


Tue Rev. Dr. Newman, ex-inspector of 
consultate, and now pastor of the Metropol- 
itan church at Washington, preached a ser- 
mon the other evening on the rapid progress 
Christianity is making among the poor hea- 
then of the Celestial empire, and by way of 
lending spectacular novelty to the entertain- 
ment, he invited the poor heathen of the 
Chinese Legation to come and. be saved. On 
learning the nature of the discourse, through 
the assistance of their interpreter, the embassy 
is said to hav waxed highly wroth, and joss- 
danged the doctor as the cheekiest mounte- 
bank out of Hong Kong.— Puck, 


Mayor Hewitt has asked the legislature 
8t Albany to make a law allowing special 
licenses to be issued for the sale of beer and 
wine Sunday afternoon. The Methodists and 
temperance people are making the air blue 
with their objections to the scheme. 


So far from Socialism being in league with 
Atheism, we believe it, on the contrary, to be 
in closest harmony with Christianity. Social- 
ist may not mean Christian, but Christian 
ought surely to imply Socialist. '' Whenever 
the states,” says F. A. Walker, in Scribner's 
Magazine for January, '* shall undertake to do 
all, or a considerable part, of what Christian 
morality requires, it will become very social- 
istic indeed.”—Ohristian Socialist. ' 

A REPORTER of the Saginaw Courier asked 
Bishop Richter. what: Catholics would do if 
the prohibitory amendment should become a 
law. The bishop replied : ** We shall simply 
defy the law if the prohibitory amendment 
passes. We get our law from God, and 
would go to Jackson, every one of us, before 
we would giv up using wine for sacramental 
purposes. But, then, you know, when we 
use the fluid it is nolonger wine. Blessing it 
makes it the actual blood of Christ, so we 
would not infringe the law there." 

A very sad case is reported of a young 
lady who tripped and fell while engaged in a 
dance, and sustained an injury which culmi- 
nated in paralysis. This does not offer a sub- 
ject for moralizing, for the right or wrong of 
things is not to be determined by accidents. 
An intelligent Christian lady fell while visit- 
ing a sick neighbor, and was disabled for 
months. Ministers of the gospel hav been 
attacked by fatal hemorrhages while preach- 
ing the word in the pulpit. The time has 


passed when any good impression can be 
made by conclusions that do not rest upon 
truth.— Christian Advocate. 


Sam Smar has been telling what a drunk- 
ard he was before he was converted. If he 
was half as bad a character as he pictures 
himself, he was about as low and brutal as 
men get. He broke his mother’s heart and 
sent her to the grave, covered his wife with 
shame, and made his own children afraid of 
him, It isn’t much of a man who would con- 
fess to such a record as that. After reading 
his confession, one is inclined to echo the re- 
mark of an old negro in arevival meeting 
where a new convert had been telling of his 
sins. ''Put out dat lamp,” solemnly spoke 
the colored brother. ‘“ Why for?" said the 
minister. ‘De vilest sinner done return,” 
was the response. 


Tur London Freethinker pours this acid 
drop on the grave of Beecher: “ Ward 
Beecher, the American divine, has gone hence 
and left his £5,000 a year and perquisits. 
When in Scotland last year, Beecher, in ad- 
dressing a meeting of Scotch sky-pilots in 
Glasgow, told his brethren that the Ameri- 
cans were going to put up a headstone for 
Ingersoll when he died, and write the name 
of the great Scottish poet on it, ‘ ROBERT 
Burns.’ The devil-dodgers, with their usual 
obtuseness, didn’t quite see the joke at first, 
but after several severe efforts it did dawn 
upon them, and they laughed sepulchrally. 
‘Colonel Bob’ deserves the epitaph, for he 
has burnt, and continues to burn to the blis- 
tering point, the whole American preaching 
fraternity, Beecher included. As poor B. has 
* gone before’ Ingersoll, however, perhaps he 
will write and tell us how he likes it.” 
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Communications. 


The Age of Man on the Earth. 


In Tur Trure Serxer of Jan. 29, 1887, is an able 
article on this important subject by Mr. Arthur B. 
Moss. 

The importance of this subject cannot be over- 
‘estimated, for if the hypothesis affirmed by Messrs. 
Moss, Priestley, Haeckel, Watts, and other Atheistic 
scientists be true, “it must sooner or later produce a 
complete revolution in the conception entertained by 
man of the entire universe.” 

As to the opinion of Sir William Thompson, “that 
ab least four hundred million years would be required 
for the earth t cool down so as to allow life to exist 
upon it at all" though an eminent authority, this is 


mere speculation ; other scientists of equal authority. 


giv different opinions, and there are no means of 
proving the correctness of any of them, and if there 
were, they hav nothing to do with “the age of man 
on the earth.” 

A considerable portion of the article is not material 
to the subject under consideration, and will be passed 
for the present to an examination of his historical 
evidence. 

The first branch adduced is the statement that 
“the records of the Greeks and Romans show these 
great empires to hav been inhabited by civilized peo- 
ple as far back as 8003.0. By the aid of tradition, 
the Aryan peoples may be traced back from 1500 to 
1800 s.c. The Chinese may be found in a highly civ- 
ilized condition, with a monarchy and government, as 
far back as 2500 8 c., while, according to such eminent 
authorities as Lepsius and Bunsen, the Egyptians 
hav a history that carries us back more than 4,000 
years B.C.” ` a 

This is rather a partisan statement, one which may 
mislead the reader, for the inference may be drawn 
from it that the Greeks, Romans, Chinese, and 
Egyptians at the dates here given had reached a stage 
of existence in which they had built great cities, had 
regular governments, and were “highly civilized ;" 
but history does not prove this to hav been the case, 
though the Greeks and Romans had made consider- 


able advancement on the road to civilization ; yet they. 


were far short of reaching that “high civilized con- 
dition” intimated by Mr. Moss, when we compare 
them with the civilized nations of the present day. 
Those ancient people are known to us by four 
kinds of evidence: (1) Written records, (2) Archi. 
tectural monuments, (3) Fragmentary remains, (4) 
Tradition. Of these, the first only can be considered 


as a true source of history, though the others afford 


its most interesting and valuable illustrations. . 
Taking this for our guide, it is evident that the 
Egyptians hav no true source of “history that carries 
us back more than 4,000 years Bo.,” but we hav. a 
tradition that the early Egyptians believed that their 
ancestors lived in caves in the ridges of stone which 


border the Nile valley, and that their greatest bene: 


factors were Osiris and Isis, who elevated them into 
a civilized nation. 

According to Manetho, a nativ historian who lived 
in the reign of Ptolemy I, 323 to 283 B.o., gods, 
spirits, demigods, etc., were the first rulers of Egypt. 
This is only a way of saying that the earliest history 
of Egypt, like that of most other nations, is shrouded 
in ignorance and fabulous conjecture. 

Egypt, like those other ancient nations, commenced 
its existence not as a united kingdom, but consisted 
at first of a number of scattered nomes, petty states, 
or families, as they may be termed ; each had for its 
nucleus a temple and a number of priests. Fifty of 
these nomes are mentioned by one, and thirty by 
another historian. As one became more powerful, it 
swallowed up its neighbors, and in this way consol- 
idated and grew into a kingdom, which in time 
embraced the whole country. 

The first mortal king was Menes, also called Mis- 
raim and Sesostris. He was of upper Egypt, but by 
his talents and exploits he made himself master of 
lower Egypt, and therefore may be considered the 
founder of the empire. Tradition says this was only 
something over 2,000 years B.o. 

Egypt rapidly rose to eminence and power, and 
architectural, a more certain history, began with the 
second, fourth, and fifth dynasties of Manetho, which 
reigned simultaneously in lower, middle, and upper 
Egypt. Proofs of its greatness are found in the vast 
structures of stone and fragmentary remains which 
overspread the country. The structure of the pyra- 
mids shows great advancement in science and the 
mechanical arts. 

As to the Chinese being “found in a highly civil- 
ized condition, with a monarchy and government, as 
far back as 2,500 years m.c.," this is wholly a gratu- 
itous statement. It was so far from being the case 
that authentic history proves that only afew centuries 
ago they were but half-civilized, and that they are not 
“ found in a highly civilized condition” to-day. 

In connection with this statement, Mr. Moss says: 
“Tf this be true, and men did not build cities in 
day, or a year, or make language ina century, then 
we hav to consider how long man existed on the earth 


previous to this, and how many years he would take 
to reach this stage of existence. Some parts of the 
earth we find inhabited. by civilizéd men, others by 
barbarians, and the question naturally arises, Were 
all men originally savage, and hav the civilized devel- 


‘oped from them, or were some men, or at least one 


man, originally created. with an organization and fac- 
ulties suiting him for civilized life, and are savages 
and civilized human beings alike his offspring?” 

It is presumed, and in fact the records teach, that 
man was originally created with an organization and 
faculties suiting him for civilized life, with faculties 
ausceptible of high mental and moral culture; that 
after the people migrated and settled in different 
parts of the earth, some under certain conditions and 
circumstances developed this organization and facul- 
ties, rapidly advanced in art and civilization, made 
language, built cities, founded. empires’ such as 
Greece, Rome, Babylon, Carthage, and Egypt; and 
the time it took “to reach this stage of existence” 
was from the flood till some centuries before Christ. 

On the other hand, the Chinese under certain cir- 
cumstances, or conditions of existence, somewhat 
different, did not make any great advance in civiliza- 
tion, and only a few hundred years ago were semi- 
civilized; while, again, other peoples degenerated 
into abject barbarism. This is in accordance with 
the law promulgated by Darwin, Huxley, and other 
evolutionists, that a species may develop higher, it 
may remain stationary, or it may degenerate. There- 
fore this branch of history affords no evidence what- 
ever which eontroverts the brief statement of the 
Bible. ae 

The next branch of evidence, which I will briefly 
notice, is anthropology, the science which treats of 
the. natural history of man. Mr. Moss asserts that 
“it proves the vast antiquity of man. Further, it 
reveals the important fact that man is not of one 
type, nor of one race, but there are at least eight 
realms with distinct types of man and accompanying 
fauna and flora.” 

After enumerating these eight distinct types and 
races, he again says: “If man were less than six 
thousand years old, we should hav to suppose that 
all these races, so diverse in type and characteristics, 
hav all developed from Adam, or rather, to be more 
accurate, and supposing the story of the flood to be 
true, we hav to suppose all these races to hav devel- 
oped from the family of Noah. Is not this a prepos- 
terous supposition ?” 

This apparently is intended to. convey a double 
meaning, to attack the Mosaic record upon two dif- 
ferent lines—the first, that there are more than one 
species of men; if this is untenable, then fall back 
upon the second, that the period of time is too short 
for “all these races to hav developed from the family 
of Noah.” 

Now, as to the first. Thesupposition that all men 
are of one species is not preposterous, and if Mr. 
Moss intends us to understand by the phrase, 
“Hight distinct types and races,” that there are 
eight different species of men, he is mistaken, for 
science does not teach but one species, with many 
varieties. Huxley says, “I cannot see any good 
ground whatever, or even any tenable sort of evi- 
dence, for believing that there are more than one 
species of man.” 

These remarkable varieties of men are not more 
“diverse in type and characteristics” than the varie- 
ties of a. number of species of domestic animals. 
Take the horse, the sheep, the cow, and the dog, and 
of each of these four species there are a number of 
varieties as different and distinct from each other as 
the varieties of men. No one will pretend to say 
that the distinct * types of men” are more diverse 
than the different varieties of horses, the different 
varieties of cattle, or the different varieties of dogs; 
yet there are only one species of the horse, one spe- 
cies of domestic cattle, and one species of the dog. 

Huxley givs for example the fox, a species of wild 
animal “which has a very large geographical distri- 
bution,” of many varieties, with as distinct differ- 
ences and peculiarities as are found in the varieties 
of men. The varieties of tigers “hav exceedingly 
different characteristics,” yet they all belong to one 
species. 

The same is true of most species of animals, both 
domestic and wild. 

Pritchard, in his natural history, says that “no 
other differences occur than may fairly be attributed 
to the difference of external circumstances; and 
hence it may safely be concluded that the different 
races are all members of the same family, and the 
offspring of one common stock.” It is useless to 
multiply authorities, for it is a fact taught by science 
that all the different races of men are of one species; 
then we are inevitably forced to the conclusion that 
they sprang from one original pair. Huxley says, 
** At present there is no evidence whatever for saying 
that mankind sprang originally from any more than 
a single pair;” and Pritchard says, “As with the 
race of dogs, so with the race of men; the varieties 
hav become permanent from one original pair.” 

Comparativ philology is equally strong. in its sup- 
port of this great fact; hence it appears that after 
successiv scientists hav labored with untiring energy 
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to advance to perfection these branches of science, 


they prove, at least, the same facts enunciated by 
Moses, nearly 3,500 years ago, long before the 
sciences were known. Then how came Moses, in an 
unlearned age of the world, to possess a knowledge 
and to state this fact which science has only in the 
present century been able to reveal? It is impossible 
to avoid the conclusion that either he was gifted 
with faculties far surpassing all human experience, or 
else his knowledge was divine. 

* Well" say our Atheistic friends, “ we admit that 
Science teaches that all the varieties of men origi- 
nally sprang from one pair; that in this particular it 
is in accordance with the Bible;" and, moreover, we 
must admit that we cannot account for it except on 
the theory that the pen which wrote this ancient 
document was guided by him who designed and 
created every species of the animal world after its 
kind. dus 

But right here arises this other point. Mr. Moss 
says, “Supposing the story of the flood to be true, 
we hav to suppose all these races developed from the 
family of Noah." Is not the human period as given 
in the Bible too short? 

Not at all, and, for illustration, it is only necessary 
to notice a few species of domestic animals. Take 


‘the dog; we find this species has varied to a very 


great extent; it is well known that there are very 
remarkable varieties of dogs. We hav the pointer, 
the bulldog, the terrier, the greyhound, the blood. 
hound, the mastiff, and others, differing from each 
other to the greatest extent; yet all these important 
varieties, so diverse, hav arisen from the same source 
within much Jess time than the Bible givs for the de- 
velopment of the different varieties of men. 

There are about 150 varieties. of pigeons. The 
four which represent the most extreme divergence of 
one variety from another are the carrier, the pouter, 
the fantail, and the tumbler. ‘There are no four 
varieties of men that are more diverse in type and 
characteristics than these four varieties of pigeons, 
yet they sprang from the same source—the rock 
pigeon. 

The same is true of other species of domestic ani- 
mals, but these examples are sufficient to show that 
if, by select breeding, or selection by man, the many 
varieties of dogs and of pigeons are developed with 
as extreme divergences of types and characteristics as 
are found to exist in the varieties of men in perhaps, 
at most, not over one-half the given length of the : 
human period, then we may reasonably conclude that 
climate, station, food, and other conditions of exist- 
ence would develop the different varieties of men 
within the period given in the Bible. 

The oldest existing books are the scriptures, which 
alone of ancient writings briefly describe the prepara- 
tion of the earth for the abode of man, the creation, 
the flood, and the dispersion. 

It lays the foundation of all subsequent history 
by sketching the divisions of the human race 
into its three great families, and describing their 
earliest migration. Oriental scholars hav, by patient 
diligence, deciphered the inscriptions which the tem- 
ples, palaces, and fragmentary remains of Egypt, 
Assyria, and India bear, and what is the result ? 
They hav added immeasurably to our knowledge of 
those ancient times, and both corroborated and ex- 
plained in a wonderful manner the brief allusions of 
the Bible. 

Again, the question naturally arises, how shall we 
account for this most striking accuracy of the Mosaic 
records? How came Moses, in an unlearned age, to 
possess this knowledge and to state these great facts 
which successiv scientists, after ages of unceasing 
labor, hav only within the present century been able 
to reveal? ‘We are forced to the conclusion that his 
knowledge must hav been divine. We cannot explain 
it on any other theory. 

Thus signally failing to prove the Mosaic record 
false, or convict Moses of error, we are driven to pre- 
historic times—to the field of paleontology and 
geology. Here Mr. Moss makes another stand, and 
givs us this statement: “A skeleton was found some 
time ago at New Orleans, sixteen feet below the sur- 
face, beneath the roots of a cypress-tree, with four 
fossil forests above it. Humboldt supposed a tree 
of this kind to be six thousand years old, yet above 
these human remains are four fossil forests of trees, 
which giv us twenty-four thousand years, at least, ag 
the time that these human remains must hav lain in 
the earth.” 

It is very easy to discover the illogical reasoning 


‘by which he arrives at this extravagant conclusion. 


He first conceives that Humboldt supposed a cypress- 
tree in some distant part of the earth to be six thou- 
sand years old, then he supposes this particular tree 
to be six thousand years old; then he supposes each 
of these fossil forests to be six thousand years old; 
then, upon this batch of suppositions, he asserts 
“twenty-four thousand years, at least, as the time 
that these human remains must hav lain in the 
earth.” Now, does he imagin that any sensible per- 
son will accept such a conclusion, based, as it is, 
solely upon 2 medley of unconnected and unsup- 
ported suppositions? Such an idea is simply pre- 
posterous. 
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Mr. Moss will certainly giv to other people all the 
right of supposing which he claims for himself; 
‘then, we think that Humboldt supposed a cypress- 
tree somewhere in some distant land to be five hun- 
dred years old (a very great age); then we suppose 
this particular tree above this skeleton to be five 
hundred years old; then we suppose each of these 
fossil forests to be five hundred years old; then, ac- 
cording to Mr. Moss's logie, we draw a veritable 
conclusion that two thousand years, at most, was the 
time that these human remains must hav Jain in the 
earth. This would only carry us back about two hun- 
dred years before Christ. These conclusions are very 
wide apart, but ours is just as tenable, in fact, much 
nearer correct, than that given by Mr. Moss. 

Again, he says, “ We hav the discovery of human 
remains in Kent’s Cavern, which was made known by 
William Pengelly, who claims three hundred thousand 
years as the lowest estimate for man’s existence in 
England.” Now, as to the time of “ man’s existence 
in England” it is only speculation or guess-work; 
then suppose we cut off two ciphers from the right 
of Mr. Pengelly's figures, and we hav 3,000 years, 
a period approximating correctness, and which more 
accords with the evidence than that given by Messrs. 
Moss and Pengelly. 

The remainder of his article amounts to about this : 
* Man lived in the midst of the quaternary fauna,” 
and from this he arrived at a conclusion expressed by 
the phrase, “ Vast antiquity of man." Now, this is 
too vague and indefinit; it is tantamount to no ar- 
gument at all, for it does not prove nor giv us any 
tangible idea of the length of tne geological period of 
homo sapiens, the very thing which is now indispens- 
able before proceeding further if he wishes to over- 
throw the Bible account of creation. 

It is true that the remains of man are found in the 
deposits of the Quaternary age, but no such remains 
hav been found which carries the buman period back 
more than a few thousand years. As yet I maintain 
that the Mosaic record and science are reconcilable, 
both as to the creation of man and the flood. Prob- 
ably Mr. Moss will next discuss the geological his- 
tory of “ man as man,” and the flood. These will re- 
quire a considerable article without touching the 
question of the “ origin and descent of man.” 

We will not “scornfully throw aside the Biblical 
six thousand years” until we hav proven it to be 
false. So far Mr. Moss's efforts hav been a failure. 
He has just reached the fighting ground, and I sup- 
pose he will contest every inch of it. 

J. W. GBRABILL. 


e—a 
Mrs. Colman’s Reminiscences. 


When I went to Michigan, Spiritualism was rioting 
like some outbreak of disease. Circles were the 
order of the day, and of the night. Though I be- 
lieved at that time in the phenomena as spiritual, I 
could not consent to be dictated to in my work by 
spirits. Spirits had always existed since the advent 
of humanity, as had God; why had they, like God, 
been so dilatory in their work? I preferred to do 
my own work, and be resposible for its success or 
failure. 

The Indian spirits had not then introduced them- 
selvs. They were mostly one's own personal friends, 
or some noted man, like John Quincy Adams, or 
some minister—if among the Methodists, John Wes- 

‘ley; among the Friends, George Fox, or Elias Hicks. 
Their communications were by raps or tips, and 
some people were entranced and delivered speeches, 
not always full of wisdom, but often seemingly above 
the capacity of the medium. 

The subject. more generally dwelt upon was the 


faithfully follow spirit direction, refusing food, etc., she 
would become a spirit without death, as the material |. 
of which her body was composed would pass off, par- 
ticle by particle, without any inconvenience to herself. 
She practiced as directed, became not a spirit but a 
skeleton, left her home, became an inmate of a spirit- 
ual community, but, after a year or more, awoke to 
the use of common sense, returned to the city, and 
would gladly hav returned to her home, but the door 
was closed against her. She lived a strange life, was 
for some years the wife of another husband, who 
proved thriftless in all things. She adopted the pro- 
fession of spiritual healer, accumulated an indepen- 
dent property, shirked further eare of the husband, 
and when last I saw her was really a charming 
woman. I never felt like decrying or defaming this 
woman. She had accepted this new doctrin as a re- 
ligion, and faithfully she kept its commands. The 
wrong is in giving up one’s own sense, and listening 
to counsel that we do not understand. There was, no 
doubt, back of all this that I hav related, a bitterness 
that none but a woman married to a coarse, uncon- 
genial husband could appreciate. : 

When the convention which Mrs. Post and myself 
had attended adjourned, she prepared to go home; 
and as I had promised to speak in Detroit, I con. 
cluded to go with her on her way home and fulfil the 
engagement. Mrs. Wallace had obtained a house, 
and the meeting was advertised. We had a peaceful 
meeting, but notlarge. Mrs. Wallace had been often 
employed in sewing for the Ward family. Captain 
Ward, reputed rich—he who afterward employed a 
medium to advise him in his business, so it was said 
—she (Mrs. Wallace) was confident if I would make 
application to him, he would make a donation to the 
slave’s cause; so she undertook to introduce me. I 
hav often been refused money, sometimes with inso- 
lence, but I do not remember to hav ever been more 
grossly insulted than by this same gentleman. As I 
recall his words and looks, happening nearly forty 
years ago, my indignation returns, and I find that in 
all these years I hav not forgiven him. My colored 
friend was astonished beyond measure. This was 
before A. J. Davis had borrowed from the Russian a 
* diakka,” else we might suppose some one of the 
supposed infernals possessed him, Some of the 
scriptures are so applicable to people of this time 
that I like to quote from them: “Let no man say, 
when he is tempted of evil, he is tempted of God 
[spirits], for God [spirit] cannot be tempted of evil, 
neither tempteth he any man; but every man is 
tempted when he is drawn away by his own lusts and 
enticed." 

It seems to me quite as dishonorable to put our 
own wrong-doing upon spirits as it is for & Christian 
to go.into heaven upon the merits of another. Let 
me, at least, bear the fruits of my wrong-doing, as 
well as the honor of a good deed, or, if not honor, 
my own satisfaction. I can’t feel that the Spirit- 
ualists gain anything over the Christians in having 
80 many gods as guardian spirits, or so large a num- 
ber of evil spirits rather than a devil. I should feel 
like the little girl who would not allow her little dog 
to follow her because “’twas bad enough to hav God 
tagging after her without a dog also.” Too many at- 
tendants of any kind are not agreeable. 

I hay spun out my reflections upon Captain Ward 
to more length than was requisit, and will say, 
* Peace to his ashes.” After leaving Detroit, I went 
to Ypsilanti, and worked in that region. I found a 
good home with S. D. Moore and wife, one of the 
subseribers to Tus Trura SEEKER for some years 
past. He is an old man, but his letters always giv 
me the impression of a good hand-shake. His wife, 
inharmonies of social and domestic life, and more | a good woman, “ has passed on.” Mr. Moore took 
than one couple released themselvs from their partner- | me around the country and spoke with me wherever 
ship by and through the advice of the spirits. I re- | he could find a house open to us. We met with some 
member one woman who, with her husband, was trav- | hostil words, but with neither blows nor stones. 
eling, giving discourses upon the development of|, I then went to Ann Arbor, where is located the 
“The Love Principle.” Their outfit was a hand- | State College. There was a little society in that 
cart, containing their wardrobe, some pictures which | place composed mostly of “progressiv Friends.” 
they offered for sale; and two children accompanied | They had a small meeting-house and it was open to 
them. The husband drew the cart, the wife walked, | anyone who wished to use it for the slave's cause. I 
-and the children alternated, sometimes riding in the | had no difficulty in this city; the students of the col- 
cart, at other times walking. : lege did not get aroused to deeds of violence, but a 

These people were so refined that they ate no| few months later, while an antislavery meeting was 
meat, nor anything that grew in the dark, like gar- | in session, addressed by a gentleman, the students, 
den vegetables ; but as they asked the hostess (who | with “some others of the baser sort,” attacked the 
had taken them to keep over Sunday) for eggs for | speaker, broke the windows of the little church, de- 
their breakfast, I suggested that it would be very| molished the seats, and completely broke up the 
improper to eat eggs, as they surely grew in the} meeting. I found a home in the family of a Quaker 
dark. They, however, ate the eggs with a relish, | minister, who, I hav been told, was very popular in 
and their spirituality was not perceptibly diminished. | that order. He wasa very tyrant in his family; his 
The wife told me she had never been so happy since | eldest son told me that he had often flogged him, but 
she was married as then. She felt now that she was | the last time he attempted it he refused, at his order, 
helping the spirits to improve the world; and surely | to remove his coat, but said, “Sir, if you wish to 
I do not know that she was not. fight, I’m ready ; yesterday I should hav obeyed you, 

The most remarkable case of Spiritualism that| but to-day I'm a man—twenty-one years old.” Such 
came under my notice was that of a young married} was Christian parental avthority forty years ago. 
woman, constantly controled by the spirits, who re-| Sixty years ago I knew a Methodist elder stop three 
fused all food for weeks together. Sue was informed | times in hig morning prayer and severely whip his 
by her own hand, spiritually controled, that she must | child, a mere baby, because it would not keep still 
refuse longer to be the wife of her husband, that even | through the service. “Spare the rod and spoil the 
her little daughter, being the fruit of lust, was on a | child" was a lesson well learned by some. of our 
low plane, and association with her much would hav | fathers and mothers of the olden time. 

a degrading effect upon the mother; but if she would | Syracuse, N. Y. Lvox N. Corman. 


Comstock’s Character. 


The Assembly Committee, in its endeavor to find 
out why poolselling upon horse races was allowed on 
Long Island last summer, has dragged out more dam- 
aging disclosures of Anthony Comstock’s character. 
Monday, March 21st, District-Attorney Ridgway, of 
Brooklyn, was again upon the witness-stand. The 
New York Herald reports his testimony as follows: 


* What I wish to ask you is,” said Mr. Parsons, counsel 
for Comstock’s society, in striking the keynote of the chimes 
of disclosure that followed, ** who were the accused to whom 
you referred last Saturday as having been indicted on June 
30, 1884, and who came and gave bail through surreptiticus 
information received from Mr. Comstock’s officers, Messrs. 
Britton and Oram?” 

Mr. Ridgway could not recall the names, but said that he 
could readily obtain them by reference to the records of his 
office. Then, attention being called to a number of pool-sell- 
ing and gambling cases that were nolle prossed on the night 
before Mr. Ridgway took office, by his predecessor, General 
Catlin, Mr. Ridgway was asked whether the grand jury had 
power to indict on other than the testimony of reputable wit- 
nesses. He said that Mr. Comstock hud endeavored t» hav 
General Catlin indicted on a written statement, but the grand 
jury refused to consider the complaint, and dismissed it alio- 
gether. (Applause.) The mention of Comstock's nume 
excited applause for Ridgway, and Committeeman Arnold 
was obliged to say that the audience was becoming objection- 
able in its conduct. 

“Now, Mr. Ridgway, has Mr. Comstock made himself 
obnoxious to you?" asked Mr. Parsons. l 

" Yes.. Betore I became district attorney he sent one little 
boy to buy an obscene sleeve button trom another little boy, 
who was the only son of à widow, and I defended the pris- 
oner gratuitously." (Applause.) 

* Mr. Ridgway, I win giv you the entire range of anything 
you may know or hav heard of concerning Mr. Comstock.” 

** Well, sir," answered the district attorney, with his gaze 
upon Mr. Comstock, who sat between Lawyers Parsons and 
Goodrich without a blush or & shiver at the evidences of pub- 
tic antipathy or the Cutting statements made by Mr. Ridg- 
way, ‘his attitude, his manner, and the means that he re- 
sorts to for gaining notoriety by prosecuting people, as well 
as the fact that reputable people hav told me tuey would not 
believe him under oath, hav formed a very strong impression 
upon my mind. Hundreds of people hav spoken to me 
about him." 

* You hav mentioned a number of gentlemen—Leonard 
W. Jerome, Perry Belmont, Belmont Purdy, and Wright 
Sanford--hav these gentlemen spoken to you about Mr. Com- 
stock ?" inquired Mr. Parsons, with a yawn as though be fain 
would not impress any degree of importance to the question. 

* Oh, yes, sir,” was the answer, '* think they hav. They 
talked of him as a public nuisance." (Laughter.) 

" On what circumstance do you base tue accusation that 
Mr. Comstcek, or persons in his employment, is guilty of 
black maļ ?” 

** One of the circumstances was that which got McDougal 
acquitted—the denial that he was the guilty man by Com- 
stuck and Britton. Another Circumstance was the conversa- 
tion, which I hav already quoted, that took place in the 
grand jury anteroom with Mr. Leonard Jerome, Mr. Wright 
Banford, Mr. Lawrence, and Mr. Hecksher. Mr. Jerome 
said, pointing to the Comstock emissaries: ‘These men can 
continue their persecutions just as long as they see fit. They 
will not get a single doliar out of the Coney Island Jockey 
Club.’” 

“ Hay you ever spoken of Mr. Comstock as a black. 
mailer?" Mr. Parsons asked, in a low tone that could hardly 
be heard. 

** Well, I had a conversation once with Joseph A. Britton, 
his chief man," was the evasiv answer. *'He called on me 
soon after I went into office aud said that Comstock was a 
scoundrel and a rascal, and that if he could be persuaded to 
hav confidence in me.he would giv me information on 
which Comstock could be sent to Sing Sing. He asked me 
if 1 were a Mason. (Laughter.) I said 1 was not. Britton 
said he would come to see me again, but I told him tat if 
he were false to his employer he should never come near me 
again.” : 

“Mr. Parsons was much subdued after this statement, and 
pursued his inquiries concerning the man in whom he hud 
expressed so much Confidence with ‘greater Caution. Mr. 
Ridgway finally admitted that he had never called Com- 
stock a blackmuiler in so many words. He had, however, 
said that he believed Comstock participated in the extortions 
practiced. n . 

* From whom did you obtain information?" queried Mr. 
Parsons, with a trembling voice, '‘ on which you base these 
statements?” : 

“ On, it was generally reported that pool rooms in New 
York had to pay a weekly stipend to Comstock. And some 
time ago, when policy shups were raided, entries were found 
on the books seized such as '' Cash, A. C.," so many dol- 
lars, or, ** A. Comstock, cash.” 

Mr. Parsons smiled & deathly smile, and said he was glad 
to hav Mr. Ridgway tell him * these things," but he wisued 
he would giv him the name of some person on whose state- 
ment the district attorney based the belief that Comstock was 
a blackmailer. ME . 

** Well, sir, the chief of the secret service of the United 
States, Mr. Drummond," said Mr. Ridgway, with evident 
emotion, and ine silence that followed was 80 intense that 
had any one of the hundreds of eyes that were focussed on 
the unflincuing Mr. Comstock winked just once the action 
of the eyelids wouid hav been plainly audible. 

———_—_o +o 


The Moral is that the Story is Probably a Lie. 


One day some five years ago, John ——, à profane car. 
penter, who oscillates between Waterville and Suerburne, 
villages in the Chenungo Valley, in the prosecution of his 
trade, while very angry with one of his men for spoiling some 
work, started to uiter an oath, but instantly became speech- 
less, Less swearing was done in the valley on this account 
for a long while, and the story ran far and wide. John 
shortly jomed the church, but bis voice did not come back 
until a year ago, when, becoming very angry again, and for- 
getting that he was speechless, he Started to swear—and did 
swear, tO his own utter amazement and that of ail in hearing. 
He has since used his voice without dificulty.—Syracuse 
Standard. j 

Editors are supposed to know everything—can you 
find a moral to fit this? I am pained to think that 
this incident points to the conclusion that swearing 1s 


one of the fine arts and deserving encouragement. 
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John, the profane carpenter, did not swear vigorously 
enough, and was punished by being made speechless. 
When he again started to swear, his thoughts were 
concentrated on the biggest kind of an oath, and he 
was blessed by the recovery of his speech. This 
seems & fair inference, but I defer to your judgment. 

l A Truru SEEKER. - 
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News and Notes. 


I left Prescott, Arizona, Monday afternoon, March 
14th. It is seventy-five miles from the Atlantic & 
Pacific Railroad. There are about three houses 
along the whole route. However, it is a lovely ride. 
The vast ranges of mountains stretch on every side 
—the San Francisco peaks, where Fremont’s party 
was lost in 1846, and fed on dead horses; Bill 
.Willamss mountain; the Granit mountain, etc. 
Away they roll and glitter for hundreds of miles in 
the dazzling azure and lustrous gold, and the desert 
sands shine like a pavement of marble wrought with 
gleamimg colors. Half-way down the long incline 
we stop at Barnhart’s Hotel, the only hotel and 
house for a space of thirty miles. What a monopo- 
list this landlord is! He allows no competition even 
for a private dwelling. He takes the cake for a 
bloated capitalist. The engin that supplied water 
for the locomotiv broke down, and the prospect was 
that we should remain all night long in this solitary 
tavern for lack of steam, or foot it to Prescott Junc- 
. tion. Finally good fortune prevailed, and we pro- 
ceeded, but I thought every minute we should run 
off the track, which at times undulated like the waves 
of the sea. But the wheels hung on,in spite of every 
variety of motion, and with a whole skin we arrived 
safely at our jolly Falstaffian landlord's, who made us 
forget all the ills of life with his vivacious obesity. 
I think he must hav a jew’s-harp in every bone of his 
body, he was so musical. He would make a jolly 
archangel. The train was seven hours late, and we 
were obliged to bunk in the freight-car, and rest our 
weary bones on Uncle Sam’s mail bags. I suppose if 
Anthony Comstock had been present he'would hav 
arrested usfor violation of the postal laws. No Free- 
thinker should find repose for his derelict flesh on 
these sacred leathern receptacles. However, we slept 
well, listening to the clicking of the telegraph wires, 
and occasionally disturbed by the fleeting feet of 
dusky Indian maidens, who flashed alongside with 
their crimson blankets, and in the “dim religious 
light” one might imagin them to be beautiful, but 
“distance lends enchantment to the view.” The 
Indians are the ugliest-looking people I ever came 
across. They havn'ta particle of grace, and they can 
not compare for muscular power with the white man. 
Most of the “ braves” that I saw seemed to be in the 
last stages of consumption. The talk of an Indian 
being “ straight as an arrow” is simply nonsense. I 
didn't see anyone of that style. Even the young men 
hav hollow chests and crooked legs. Civilization is 
altogether in favor of manly beauty. The Indian 
. squaw is terrifically homely and dirty. 

In the early morning the train came along; we 
dashed over the Colorado river into the deserts of 
California, climbing long ranges of hills. I expected 
the moment I struck California to see flowers. But 
for hundreds of miles only waste mountain lands pre- 
sent themselvs, scarcely a green blade to be seen. 
Not until we come to San Bernardino valley does the 
glory of California burst upon the view, and its trop- 
ical magnificence of fruit and flower appear. I was 
too late to lecture or see friends at San Bernardino, 
as I hoped to do, and I was obliged to go on to San 
Diego. What shall I say of this most lovely spot, 
the paradise of the world, where snow never mantles 
the soil, but shines only on the distant summits that 
fringe the infinit sky? Here Winter is like an eter- 
nal spring, and summer’s bosom moves with soft 
refreshing gales. A busy mart this is, San Diego, 
fronting the broad Pacific, ready to take the com- 
merce of the world, with its beautiful, wonderful 
harbor fifteen miles long, never disturbed by storms, 
and where a thousand ships might float and mingle 
the flags of every nation in peaceful glory. With 
what joy I looked upon the vast Pacific, stretching 
seven thousand miles away, and watched its prancing 
waves, a8, like glittering, white-robed steeds, they 
came dashing on in battalions miles in length along 
the strand, and rolled back in music and broken 
splendor, unable to conquer the immovable land! 
Glorious sea, delightful shores! fringed with glowing 
gardens, where oranges and lemons jewel the verdant 
picture all the year round, and blooms are unending 
from month to month, and every day a splendid har- 
vest drops its wealth. Back of all this lustrous 
scene tower the mountains, six thousand and ten 
thousand feet high, in superb beauty and majesty. 


| I am in love with this land, and do heartily wish that 
I could by a few corner lots and rest here in peace 
and independence. Corner lots are almost as high as 
New Jerusalem in this country. They are good 
things to hold on to if you hav any desire to go up. 
Alas! my bank account forbids the exhilarating ascent, 
and therefore I must be a wanderer still and quit 
this magnificent sea and sky with happy memories 
and anticipations of a longer sojourn yet to be. 

It used to be said of San Diego that it had plenty 
of climate and nothing else. But now it is a vigor- 
ous business place and an elegant resortfor thousands 
of travelers. It is full of people all the time, hun- 
dreds coming and going each day. Its population 
has trebled in the last two years.. It now numbers 
twelve thousand. It must be the center of a great 
trade when the net-work of railroads is completed, 
and the commerce of the “gorgeous East” floats to 
its incomparable bay. Corronado Beach promises to 
make one of the most brilliant sea cities in the world. 
Hundreds of lots hav already been sold, and ad- 
vanced in value to thousands of dollars, and beautiful 
cottages are being built. A hotel of enormous pro- 
portions is to be erected—a palace indeed—with five 
hundred rooms, a stately court, and all the con- 
veniences and adornments of modern life. Summer 
and winter rival each other here in beauty and soft- 
ness, and every day of the year one can bathe in the 
sparkling billows. Mountainous islands gem the 
horizon, the blue sea rolls away to China and . Aus- 
tralia, the bright hills of Mexico girt the southern 
view ; to the west, and east, and northward circle the 
picturesque peaks with blazing crowns of snow, and 
San Diego and National City hold dominion over the 
fruitful lands between. If one seeks for health and 
luxury, this is the appointed place. 

And the people are as good as the climate—genial, 
generous, progressiv, and Liberal in thought. Wm. 
A. Allen is our pioneer friend in this movement, a 
typical American, who has been all over this conti- 
nent, with varied fortune, undaunted by any adver- 
sity, and always getting ahead, no matter what his 
luck. It was through his interest and enthusiasm 
that these lectures hav been given in San Diego, and 
that a grand success has been achieved. He spared 
neither time nor money for the cause. I was glad to 
meet such a thorough-going reformer. The first 
thing we did was to go over to National City and 
find A. N. Burgess, whose lively communications to 
Tue Teura Sexxer hav no doubt been noted. He is 
a whole-souled Liberal. Freethought is in every 
bone in his body. He was built that way, and ortho- 
doxy has never had a chance to capture his overflow- 
ing spirits. He took us at once to his home, Mrs. 
Dr. Potts’s Sanitarium, on Paradisé Mount—well 
named, for the situation is delightful, and the build- 
ings of royal proportions, stately and handsome, 
with every comfort; and here is where the sick in 
heart and body can find the healing balm on this 
sunny. eminence overlooking the bay and city and 
measureless sea, amid orange groves and thousands 
of flowers blooming all the seasons round. I 
wanted to stay a month or two in this Eden of my 
wide wanderings, and I almost wished that I was 
sick, in order that I might hav the pleasure of get- 
ting well in this splendid retreat. Mr. Burgess has 
charge of the place, and: he knows how to keep 
things at their best. He and Mrs. Burgess are most 
companionable Freethinkers, and their entertaining 
hospitality made me wish I had a week, instead of 
a day, to spend on Paradise Mount. 

The Burgess family are a big element in this 
country. There are fourteen in all, and most are 
of the Liberal order, and they all keep pretty steadily 
at the front. Mr. Frank Burgess and W. W. Bur- 
gess are brothers of A. N., and are just like him in 
Freethought and enterprise. 

Mr. and Mrs. H. L. Shaug came twenty-five miles 
to attend the lectures. It was a pleasure to greet 
such noble friends, and I hope to accept their kind 
invitation and see them in their home in the happy 
valleys overlooking the sea. 

I was glad to meet our mighty veteran, Dr. Abram 
Bronson, who has written for Taz Trura SEEKER, and 
who, at the age of eighty, still bears the armor of the 
soldier. 

Mr. W. E. Rowe is another activ Liberal, and I 
was pleased to meet him and his wife and daughter ; 
also Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Morse, Mr. and Mrs. James 
Bidwell, Captain Smith, Mr. Hunt, formerly of New 
York; Mr. Richmond Savaile, of the Philadelphia 
League; Mrs. M. C. Kasten, who furnished excellent 
musie for our lectures; Henry H. Nichols, J. M. 
Ashbaugh, E. Nichols, P. H. Grost, H. C. Codding- 
ton, Mrs. T. D. Newton, Wm. Callard, Sefior Ara- 
miyo, a Mexican Freethinker; John Moeklasck, John 
Moore, R. Worthing, etc. The lectures were well at- 
tended in spite of many other attractions. The 
audience on the second evening was twice as large as 
on the first, and the newspaper notices were exceed- 
ingly favorable. 

There is a Liberal society already established here, 
‘doing good work. It will probably unite with our 
national force and take out a charter in the Union. 

This is a favorable point, and I think I shall hav to 
return, perhaps in the month.of May. The friends 


here are exceedingly desirous of pushing the" work 
right along. I am in hopes that Dr. York will come 
and aid the people here with his enthusiastic utter- 
ances. At any rate, I announced his coming, and I 
guess he will obey the summons. 

My good friend, A. N. Burgess, gave me a glitter- 
ing gold piece as a personal souvenir when saying 
good-bye, and I intend to carry it about in my pocket - 
for luck as long as I liv; only when I get ready to 
shuffle off this mortal coil I'll buy with it a good 
square meal in remembrance of my San Diego trip. 
I feel quite sure now that fortune will smile upon me, 
and that some day I shall be a rich man. Friend Bur- 
gess has given me a good start and I will stick to it. 

Iam now on my way to Los Angeles, Santa Ana, - 
Norwalk, Tulare City, Visalia, San Francisco, and 
Oakland. I shall be in these latter places April 3d 
and 10th; in San José, April 17th and 24th; in 
Stockton, May 1st and 8th; in Sonoma, Sacramento, 
and other places until June; in Oregon and Wash- 
ington Territory, June and July, as already noted. 

SawvEL P. Purnam. 

C. S. R. R., March 19, 1887. 


— HO 
The Liberal Club. 


The price of admission to the Manhattan Liberal 
Club remains at the low figure which has heretofore 
prevailed—namely, five cents—ladies and Presby- 
terians being admitted free; the former because they 
are ornamental, and the latter for their own spiritual 
good. If the club has one benevolent object in view 
more than any other, it is to civilize the Presby- 
terians. When the writer of these records threw the 
vivifying rays from his badge-pin upon Treasurer 
Morris and handed him two five-cent pieces instead 
of one, that offieial appeared greatly surprised, and 
during the excitement several persons walked in with- 
out paying anything. There was a large audience 
present. 

Mr. J. Beverley Robinson was the speaker of the 
evening, “Anarchism and Christianity” being his 
subject, and, when introducing him, Mr. Wake- 
man said he would not repeat his. previous words 
about the young man, as it might embarrass Mr. 
Robinson to hear himself so highly spoken of. 
Mr. Robinson, who is a fine-looking young man, said 
that he regarded Anarchism as the lineal descendant 
of primitiv Christianity, which died an early death. 
Since the days of Constantine Christianity has been 
what paganism was before that time. Anarchism 
comes forward to preach again the doctrin of non- 
resistance to evil; it is a protest against all violence. 
There is no reason why our law should be respected 
except that it has the brute force to compel obedi- 
ence. It has no moral authority. We breed big 
men financially, and crush out great men judged by 
any other standard. The power of the church is no 
longer theological, but political, as in former days. 
Bismarck and Leo clasping their bloody hands show 
this. The respect once yielded to revelation is now . 
yielded to revelation’s enemy, science. The authority 
of an alleged God being destroyed, it is time to 
assert the supremacy of moral law. Tear down the 
prisons, discharge the police force, disband the army 
and militia, dismantle the forts, put the navy out of 
commission. Abolish force everywhere. This is the 
new moral and religious dispensation of Anarchism, 
and this is primitiv Christianity, and the Anarchist 
of to-day reaches back through the centuries to clasp : 
hands with the Galilean reformer. 

Mr. Wakeman said this had been a remarkable 
lecture. He did not believe that Christians would 
relish it. Discussion was then invited in speeches of 
ten minutes each, members of the club having prefer- 
ence. Nobody eame forward until the Chair said 
that it hoped no time would be lost through the 
modesty of our philosophers. 

Mr. Boucher began a speech on the floor, and was 
invited to the platform. Mr. Boucher remarked that 
the Chair knew he couldn’t do well on a platform and 
wanted him to makea failure. Besides, he wished to 
speak for only a moment. The Chair repudiated all 
evil intentions against Mr. Boucher, and then that 
gentleman proceeded to speak for nearly half an 
hour. The iecture, he said, was a concrete non 
sequitur, and a reaction toa reaction. He then be- 
gan to trace the progress of mankind from earliest 
times. He had reached the Middle Ages, when the 
audience rebelled, and the Chair did its duty. 

Mr. Hertig, of Chicago, being invited to offer some 
remarks, said that coming out of the rowdy West he 
felt embarrassed in appearing for the first time be- 
fore a metropolitan audience. Mr. Hertig had been 
profoundly impressed by the parallel between primi- 
tiv Christianity and modern Anarchism. He re- 
garded Jesus as a type of the discontented, and as 
one of the most common productions of every age. 
The difference between him and the modern social 
reformer was that Jesus offered his followers checks 
on the hereafter as a reward, while his representativ 
of to-day offers checks payable here and now. The 
hereafter, Mr. Hertig believed, was a rather shaky 
institution. Ministers of the gospel preach future 
bliss with great hesitation. iA UE 

Dr. Weeks threw out the thought that the preach- 
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ing of Anarchism of this sort would convert Chris- 
tians to Jesus. The doctor didn’t believe Jesus 
worked miracles. Miracles were chestnuts in even 
those days. Jesus taught that God was a father 
instead of a tyrant, and in many things the doctor 
would agree with him. 

Mr. Sutherland was glad this lecture had been de- 
livered, because it was the flower and bloom of An- 
archism, the best that could be said on the subject, 
and probably not six persons who had heard it took 
the least stock in it. 

Colonel Hinton said that the article by Ingersoll 
in Tue Trove Sexxer last week contained a great 
. fallacy so far as it touched upon Socialism. This 
arose from a misapprehension in Colonel Ingersoll’s 
mind as to what Socialism is.  . : 

Mr. Warwick, from Brooklyn, the next speaker, ad- 
mitted that how to deal with the criminal and vicious 
was a great problem.  Non-resistance would not 
solve it, and if a man assaulted him he would lock 
him up if he could. - 

Herr Oppenheimer followed. First knocking out 
Mr. Sutherland, he proceeded to say that he was 
down on the program to demolish Ingersoll before 
the end of the month. Herr Oppenheimer will look 
better when shearing time has had a chance to do 
its perfect work. 

An attractiv program is presented for the month 
of April. Mrs. Clara Neymann will speak, the Ist, 
on “Dangers Ahead!” Next Leander Thompson 
will take off the “Scum of Society ;” then * Illusions 
of Legislation” will be dispelled by the Hon. Dennis 
McMahon. On the 22d Colonel Hinton tells * The 
True Story of John Brown and His Men,” of whom 
the colonel himself was one. The 29th will be sig- 
nalized by Herr Marx Oppenheimer's discourse on 
“Col. R. G. Ingersoll and Socialism." Herr Oppen- 
heimer ought to swap dates with Mrs. Neymann. 
Mr. Wakeman's retiring address as president of the 
club is also down for the last of the month, and the 
annual election of officers will likewise take place. 
Mr. Wakeman's resignation is before the club, but he 
will probably meet with armed resistance in trying to 
get it accepted. This world centers at New York, 
New York centers at the Liberal Club, and the Lib- 
eral Club centers in its president. When the sun re- 
tires from the solar system it will be time for Mr. 
Wakeman io resign his position. Until then any 
overture he may make in that direction will be 
ruled out of order, and the regular business will 
proceed. : 


Lecturing in Nebraska. 


To rug Eprron or Taz Trure Seexer, Sir: In 
coming to Nebraska on a lecture tour the last days of 
January,I did not expect to be employed more than 
a few weeks. Yet here are the spring days upon us, 
and the prospect of several weeks more of lecture 
work before we leave for Colorado. 

My first stopping-place, after leaving Denver, was 
Minden, where D. S. Newbold met me with a car- 
riage, and in the evening presented me to a full 
house six miles from the town. The audience gave 
us a cordial greeting. 

Next night a large turnout at Newark. D.S. New- 
bold and wife, Asa Smith and wife, Jason T. Blood- 
good, wife and children, and many other families 
were present—clear-thinking, independent farmers— 
despisers of fashion and sham. From such willcome 
the backbone of the Freethought movement. An 
Infidel who keeps a grocery and is afraid to express 
his honest convictions—“ Good Lord, deliver us !” 

Alexander §. Bleyer was my correspondent with 
reference to a series of lectures at Central City. 
C. A. Stitzer, J. B. Traver, and many others worked 
vigorously to make the meetings prosperous. I hav 
a list of sixty-five names at Central City. Good 
audiences, many Christian ladies and gentlemen, at- 
tended and gave very respectful attention through- 
out. A-Baptist clergyman, the Rev. W. H. Edger, 
was a punctual attendant. He came forward, 
was introduced, and we had several pleasant 
chats. He is a manly man notwithstanding the 
damaging fact that he is a minister. He owns 
the church he preaches in. Perhaps that is why he 
is so independent. Good idea! Let each minister 
own his own chureh. I gave six lectures. 

John Ross, Morgan James, Thomas Reagan, and a 
large company besides, are the undaunted of Osceola. 
In Indiana several years ago I became acquainted 
with Mr. and Mrs. James, and Mr. and Mrs. Reagan. 
Mrs. Reagan and Mrs. James are sisters. The aged 
father and mother, Mr. and Mrs. Ventress, are living 
with. the former. Seth Henshaw, of Greensboro, 
Ind., was a relativ of theirs. Mr. and Mrs. Ventress 
were vigorous Abolitionists in the trying times. 
Now they are peacefully waiting to cross the river to 
summerland life. They are Spiritualists without the 
least reservation, but sensible Infidels as well. 

A Methodist parson, the Rev. S. P. Mather, foamed, 
fumed, and fretted himself into a fever. He finally 
capped the climax by saying in his pulpit, “The 
devil is coming to town.” When I arrived I found a 
fine audience. It was a good advertisment-—cheap, 
too. i 


‘the new male star in the lecture firmament. 


My patriarchal friend, Morgan James, in his intro- 
duction remarked that he had the pleasure of making 
the audience acquainted with his brimstone highness. 
I took the occasion by the horns, and gave a history 
of what I had been doing for several centuries in 
making this world ft to liv in. 

By giving three lectures on Sunday, I packed in 
five lectures in forty-eight hours before excellent au- 
diences. 

F. F. Vogel, Mr. Headstrom, and a host of others 
made the three lectures at Stromsburg a rousing time. 
The name of their hall reminds one of Brother Gard- 
ner—“ Lime Kiln Hall.” Splendid Liberals here. 

John N. Gouff and several energetic helpers made 
the work boom at Wilber. We had the use of the 
fine, large brick court-house. There was good interest, 
and a strong desire among Christians to debate. I 
leave a challenge in every town, as our distinguished 
friend, Andrew Johnson, left a flag and a copy of the 
Constitution when he, too, was on a tour. 

The Baptist clergyman called at the residence of 
my host and hostess, Mr. and Mrs. Gouff, to see me. 
We had a two hourg frank conversation. On the 
following Sunday forenoon he preached against Infi- 
delity. e came down from his pulpit, warmly shook 
hands with me, and hoped he had “not been too 
severe in his remarks.” I said: “Not at all It is 
just what I like. Pitch in, do your best, and may 
truth win.” The day before, I suggested that we hav 
a friendly debate, but could not prevail upon him 
to join issue; so in the afternoon I replied to his 
long-range sermon. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carpenter are the outspoken Free- 
thinkers of Waverly. Igave twb lectures to middling- 
sized audiences. Considerable bigotry among Chris- 
tians, and some moral cowardice among half-hearted 
Liberals. In fact, Waverly is about the most lan- 
guishing town I hav encountered upon the trip. 

W. F. JAMIESON. 
tO 


In Memory of Beecher. 


The following resolutions in memory of Henry 
Ward Beecher were passed by the Pittsburgh Secu- 
jar Society at their regular meeting, Sunday, March 
18,1887: ~ 


Wnznzas, By the death of Henry Ward Beecher the Pitts- 
burgh Secular Society recognizes the fact that this country 
has lost a good and wise man, one of her foremost citizens— 
good because he was magnanimous, benevolent, industrious, 
just, and temperate; wise, in that he taught that for cent- 
uries the brotherhood of man has been marred by the perpet- 
uation of old ideas, creeds, and dogmas, because he pro- 
claimed the necessity of truth wherever found. Of all the 
gospel ministers, he was about the nearest to being what 

ecularists believe ministers of the nineteenth century ought 
to be. He was an enemy of superstition and sectarian big- 
otry, and a warm friend of science; aman who progressed 
with the times. He loved his fellow-man, and made the 
world better for having lived in it; therefore, 

Resolved, That it is eminently fitting that we should place 
upon record our feelings of appreciation for his services and 
regret for his loss. 

Resolved, That with the greatest respect for the religious 
belief of the deceased and his family, this society extend its 
deepest sympathy to the bereaved relativs and friends, hop- 
ing that even in the sadness of their affliction they may yet 
find some consolation in knowing that the worth of his pri- 
vate qualities and the value of his public services are prop- 
erly appreciated. 


The charming little man will lecture in Chicago 
next week. 

He received much applause anda recall. The sub- 
ject of his lecture was, as near as we gathered, “The — 
Nativs of Timbuctoo.” He said that they lived there, 
and were as comfortable as could be expected under 
all the circumstances ; that otherwise it was folly, 
and if it were not so it was largely due to destiny. 

The lecture then closed amid renewed applause, 
during which the plucky little man bowed himself off 
the stage. 

We neglected to state that Mr. Newman wore a 
watch, with chain and charm attachment. The watch 
was worn in the upper left-hand vest pocket, and the 
chain was very evidently gold. 

Those who had the good fortune to meet the brill- 
iant little man say that he had an overcoat and hat of 
the most correct style. But this we did not see, and 
so can only vouch for the real literary feast we hav 
reported above. His necktie buckled in the back. 

Hexen H. GARDENER. 
———— — 9-84 9—— ——————— 


Lectures and Meetings. 


W.S. Batt is arranging for a debate with the Rev. Mr. 
Purvis at Farmersville, Ind. 


Tre Secular Society of Denver, Col., Mr. F. J. Truss, 
president, Mr. John G. Jenkins, secretary, hav this to say of 
W. F. Jamieson’s lecture on ** Thomas Paine,” delivered in 
Unity church: ** ‘The Military and Political Life of Thomas 
Paine? was the best effort since his engagement by our 
society. The audience was raised to a high pitch of interest. 
The eloquence of the speaker, as he portrayed the deeds of 
the heart devoted to human liberty, the mighty power of in- 
tellect that could perceive centuries ahead of his fellows, the 
self-sacrificing patriotism that laid purse and life on the altar 
of liberty, and the earnest appeal that justice be done the 
mighty and majestic, though much maligned, hero, touched 
the living springs of sympathy and justice in the hearts of 
those seated before him.” Mr. Jamieson is yet lecturing in 
Nebraska nearly every night, and two or three times Sundays. 
Address at Lowell, Neb. 


(Tur Kalamazoo Herald of the 21st ult. says: “A very 
good audience assembled 2t the opera house last evening to 
hear Ex-Rev. C. B. Reynolde's secular address. The gentle. 
man chose for his subject, ‘Religious Persecutions of the 
Nineteenth Century. He is a speaker of more than ordinary 
ability, and his manner of handling his theme was pictur- 
esque and attractiv. It cannot be said that his argumenta 
were particularly new, since, like everything else, there is 
nothing new to be said on this subject. But they were ad- 
vanced with some originality and no little dramatic power, 
and those who attended were well entertained." The Kala- 
mazoo, Mich., Morning Gazette says of Mr. Reynolds’s 
lecture in that town on the 22d ult.: “ A large audience 
greeted ex-Rev. C. B. Reynolds at the opera house on Sun- 
day evening. Mr. Reynolds is an able and eloquent exponent 
of Freethought, possessing much humor and great dramatic 
ability. He was for twelve years a very earnest and devoted 
minister of the Seventh Day Adventists. "Three years ago he 
was induced to investigate the 'reasons of his faith and 
hope’ through the missionary zeal of our outspoken, Liberal, 
and populár townsman, Mr. Elias H. Gault, then a resident 
of Rochester, New York. Mr. Reynolds made his debut on 
the Liberal rostrum at a convention of the New York Free- 
thinkers’ Association, held at the Academy of Music, Roches- 
ter, New York, in September, 1888, delivering a glowing 
eulogy on D. M. Bennett, the founder of Taz Trourn SEEKER. 

te 


Business Notes. 


Ir anyone has a copy of Tug Tuura SzgkzR of November 
8, 1879, that he does not want, Mr. F. G. Smith, of Albany, 
Mo., will buy it. 


Our friends in Chicago living or doing business near Ad- 
ams street will find copies of Taz Trurn SEEKER for sale at 
P. O. News Co.’s store, 108 Adams street. The place is just 
opposit the post-office. The P. O. News Co. can also supply 
TRUTH SEEKER ANNUALS, and other of our publications. 

f —— 9-89 — — ——— 


No Quarrel About Precedence—Walk Abreast. 
From the London Secular Review. 

We cut the following from Taz TRUTH SEEKER of February 
26th: 

8 zm, New York, savs : * God and His Book! is 
the Toaviest iconoslartic broadside that haa been fired at the Jew- 
ish God and the Bible by any modern Freethinker. Christians 
may get avery at it; but their system of religion cannot excapo 
conviction under the powerful indictment drawn by Saladin.— 
London Secular Review, Saladin’s copvist made a mistake. Taz 
TEUTH SEEKER said, “by any recent English Freethinker.” Some 
living American book-makers hav drawn indictments eqnally pow- 
erful, though of different “counts.” But Saladin is a mighty war- 
rior! 

From this we learn that, in the opinion of friend Macdon- 
ald, America has done ‘more than England to shatter the su- 
perstition of him of Nazareth. We are not eager to dispute 
this point, and are. rejoiced to concede that America is doing 
her share of the glorious work, and that none of America's 
sons is doing that work more steadily and manfully than Mr. 
Macdonald himself. 

—————9-4-9— —— —— 

Tuar Newtonville, Kan., News notices that the attendance 
at all the Sunday-schools upon a recent Sunday morning was 
about two hundred and fifty. The attendance at a game of 
baseball in the afternoon was about six hundred. 

—— 9-49 ———— ——- 

Tne mind cure has found a congenial field in Chicago, 
where there are five hundred professional healers, five char- 
tered colleges of instruction and twenty not chartered, and 
these various institutions are graduating at Icast three hun- 
dred and fifty pupils each month. The Cleveland Plaindealer 


is mean enough to add that they cure hams in Chicago, toa, 


_ R. Srazey, Pres. 
ee 


Lecture by the New Male Star. 


[Report made by a lady after the present style of reporting 
women’s lectures. ] : 


A fair-sized audience assembled last night to hear 


He had been heralded as a “second Castelar," a 
“John Bright in miniature," ete., etc. Expectation 
was therefore on tip-toe, and all of the good-looking 
ladies took front seats, of course. 

At exactly eight o'clock Mr. Newman stepped upon 
the stage. Ho is a.small man, with large, luminous 
brown eyes, and fair complexion. 

He wore his hair cut short and parted on the left 
side, about an eighth of an inch from the middle. It 
looked as thought it was used to a good brush, and 
had received some attention from a first-class barber 
from time to time. His collar, which was linen and 
of the usual style, stood firm and close about a 
shapely throat, and a small white necktie told where 
it joined upon the shirt. Mr. Newman wore a shield 
bosom shirt, with three small diamonds glistening 
upon its snowy surface, and another gem gleamed 
from the third finger of his shapely left hand. His 
euff-buttons were of the most correct style, and his 
cuffs, which were of white linen; were visible below 
the cuff of an evening coat of black broadcloth. His 
coat was lined with black satin, and hung upon him 
gracefully. From beneath his trousers peeped the 
daintiest of feet, encased in patent-leather shoes. 

The shoes were tied with silk strings. During the 
lecture one of the strings became untied, but the 
plucky little lecturer appeared not to notice it. Mr. 
Newman has small teeth and a very winning smile. 
He used his hands with the best possible effect, to 
show that they were white and delicate. We feel 
sure that if all lecturers on Timbuctoo were so de- 
lightful, the whole female population at least would 
soon be converted to his way of thinking, 
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Communications. 


Miracles and Miracle Workers. 


According to the testimony of Vospicus, Eusebius, 
and Marcellus, the people of Tyana, his birthplace, 
` worshiped Apollonius as a god for more than four 
hundred years. The whale pagan world testified to 
the deep impression which was left by the life of this 
supernatural man, for the people used to exclaim, 
* We hav a living god among us." 

Eunapius, in the fifth century, said, “Apollonius 
was not so much of a philosopher as something be- 
tween a god and a man,” and that Philostratus ought 
to have entitled his “History of Apollonius” “ The 
Descent of God upon Earth.” He was worshiped 
by both Christians and heathens. Some of the early 

_ church writers, Eusebius in particular, admit that he 
was a miracle-worker, but attribute his power to 
sorcery. 

Such is a brief outline of the life and doings of one 
of the most wonderful men whose name was ever 
placed on the page of history. 

Here is an account of a man who lived in the time 
of Christ, and who performed more numerous and 
more astonishing miracles than are recorded in the 
New Testament. Why does the Christian believe 
these miracles and reject those of Apollonius? Any 
reason which the Christian may be able to give for 
believing that Christ was more than human, will ap- 
ply to Apollonius with tenfold more force. 

The Christian will claim that Apollonius deceived 
the people. But did he hold the exclusive right to 
deceive secured to him by letters patent? 

If Apollonius could so successfully deceive the 
people, how does the Christian, know but he has 
been imposed upon in like manner by the miracles of 
the New Testament ? 

I have talked with many Christians, including some 
ministers, and I have yet to find one who ever heard 
of Apollonius. Why is this so? Simply because 
Christianity cannot bear all the light of history. To 
let the Christian know that divine honors have ever 
been paid to any but Christ is not the policy of the 
church. It would prove almost disastrous to the 
church for the people to know how many have been 
engaged in the miracle business, and had supernatural 
powers attributed to them. 

A true comparison between Christ and other men 
who have had divine honors paid to them, and who 
have worked miracles, would have a tendency to make 
Christians weak in the knees. If those who put so 
much confidence in the miracles of Christ could know 
that history gives accounts of hundreds of miracle 
workers, he would come to understand that none of 
them were performed by divine assistance, Christ in- 
cluded among the rest. In all human probability 
God hag never been engaged in the miracle racket. 
If a first-class magician could be smuggled into a 
protracted meeting, when they have a high pressure 
of Holy Ghost steam on, and the enthusiastic minis- 
ter should tell them that God was going to “make 
bare his arm” and “show forth his wonderful power,” 
and the magician should vanish and reappear, and 
cause objects to vanish and return at his bidding, 
when the audience should see him cut off the heads 
of men, and birds, and animals, and restore them to 
their normal condition, nine out of every ten would 
verily believe that the hand of God was in it. Such 
feats would have been first-class miracles two thou- 
sand years ago. 

But how different it would all appear if the de- 
luded noddies should come to know how these tricks 
(for they are mere tricks of deception) are performed ! 
Now, to help the Christian understand the hocus- 
pocus of miracles, I will introduce another great 
trickster, or magician, or miracle worker, so that the 
Christian may judge whether God has had a hand in 
all of these miracles. Remember miracles are always 
easy if the conditions are right. All that is necessary 
for a first-rate miracle is a shrewd trickster, anda 
few interested ones and a lot of fools. 

We come now to another great miracle worker, 
Simon Magus. His miracles were received as gen- 
uine by both Christians and heathen. He was edu- 
cated at Alexandria, and had an immense following. 
In Rome a statue was erected in his honor. He 
styled himself the Christ, and wished to be called 
* the standing one.” 

He was a disciple of Dosithius, and when Dosithius 
attempted tó chastise him for assuming to be a 
standing one, the rod passed through his body as 
through fog; whereupon Dosithius fell down and 
worshiped him. His wife was brought down to him 
from the higher heavens. It is stated that in a dis- 
cussion with Peter he claimed to have the power to 
fly through the air, to mix with fire, to make statues 
move, to animate lifeless bodies, to make bread out 
of stone, to pass from mountain-top to mountain-top, 
that he was the son of God, and would endure for- 
ever, and that all who believed in him would endure 
forever, and that Peter had no such power given to 
him. 

Nero ordered Simon to be brought before him. 
Simon assumed first. the form of a little child, then 


that of a very old man, then that of a young man. 
Nero said he had confirmed his godhead by his 
deeds, for he ordered the angels to come to him, and 
they came; he raised the dead, and was himself 
raised from the dead after he was beheaded. 
When imprisoned, he turned into a ram; the 
ram was beheaded, and Simon escaped. Here is 
a man who lived at the same time that Christ is said 
to have lived, who performed even more and greater 
miracles than Christ did. Why, he came out a whole 
ram ahead of him! 

Candidly, my Christian friend, must it not be ad- 
mitted that Christ lived in an age of miracles? It 
has been the policy of the church to keep you ignorant 
of these other great miracle workers, because if the 
masses come to know that the same miracles which 
Christ performed had been performed by many 
others, they would only have a par value with the 
rest. 

Abonoticus was another great miracle worker. He 
had a temple built to his honor. From this temple 
he delivered oracles, People flocked to him from all 
parts to consult him. The sick were healed, the dead 
were raised, the lame, the dumb, the blind, and deaf 
were all made whole by his miraculous powers. His 
prophecies were held in high esteem by all classes. 

Long before the birth of Christ, and for many 
years after, every country and city had its prophets 
and miracle workers, and wonderful men, whom the 
ignorant masses regarded with awe, because they be- 
lieved that they were assisted by some unseen and 
mysterious power. 

Why, we haven’t got fairly over the miracle craze 
yet. Only compayatively a short time ago men were 
perambulating the country with old clouts and rags. 
or other things equally disgusting, which had been 
worn or touched by some disgusting old saint, and 
with these relics the sick were cured, the blind made 
to see, and the dumb made to speak. Even now the 
Catholic church boasts of the miracles which she has 
wrought, and still claims the power of working them. 

What sane person believes that the sick can be 
cured, or the blind made to see by touching an old 
rag? There is no more virtue in one old rag than an- 
other, and no more virtue in Christ’s garment than 
there is in a breech-clout of a Digger Indian. 

The truth is, these things have never happened. 
There are always impostors when and where the peo- 
ple are ignorant enough to be imposed upon. It does 
not appear that Christ ever pretended to work mira- 
cles. But as many great men had been regarded as 
miracle workers, and as Christ was made the power 
behind the bierarchy, and clothed with divine power, 
of course. he must have the power to work miracles 
also. Miracles can be wrought only in the minds of 
the ignorant. Chemistry knows of no quality in 
an old rag, imparted by the touch of a saint, which 
will cure disease. Science knows of no methods 
of infusing life into a carcass that “ stinketh.” 

There are thousands who believe in the miracles 
of Zoroaster. Vast multitudes believe inthe miracles 
of Christna. Thousands believe in the miracles of Ap- 
ollonius and Simon Magus. Mussulmans believe in 
the miracles of Mohammed. Mormons believe in the 
miraculous finding and translating of their Bible. 
The “Friends” believe in the miraculous powers of 
Jemima Wilkinson. The Jews believe in the mira- 
cles of the Old Testament, and Christians believe in 
the miracles of the New Testament. 

It would appear that these miracle workers have 
been engaged in a very extensive business. Does the 
Christian believe that all of these miracle workers 
have had divine assistance? If the Mussulman has 
been imposed upon, may not the Christian have been 
imposed upon in like manner? If Mohammedans 
had an object in imposing upon the people, may not 
the early Christians have been influenced by the same 
object? 

‘When the number of miracle-workers and the vast 
number of miracles which are said to have been 
wrought are taken into consideration, it seems a little 
strange that the few miracles said to have been 
wrought by Christ and his disciples should attract 
general attention. 

But it, has always been the policy of ecclesiastics 
to boycott other saviors and miracle-workers, so that 
their dupes may know nothing but “ Christ and him 
crucified ;” and that is the reason why the average 
Christian knows nothing about the saviors and mir- 
acle workers not spoken of in the New Testament. 
The church knows the consequence of having the full 
knowledge of the many saviors and miracle-workers 
come to the people. The similarity is too striking. 

To understand how easy it was to perform mir- 
acles, it is only necessary to know the superstition of 
the people among whom the miracles were performed. 
When the people believed in sorcery and charms, in 
signs and dreams, in warlocks and witches, in ghosts 
and prophets, in demons and angels, is it any wonder 
that they were imposed upon by miracle workers? 
And then it must not be forgotten that for hundreds 
of years the people were taught that they could serve 
God by lying for the church. 

There was no dearth of miracle workers when the 
church so much needed miracles. When a credulous 
people could be convinced by miracles, there was no 


lack of impostors to perform them? Why should 

one give credit to the miracles of the Bible, and dis- 
credit the miracles of Mohammed, Apollonius, Simon 

Magus, and all the rest? The probability is that if 

one worked miracles, they all did. But the truth is. 
that the people were deceived, and no miracles ever 

wrought. $ 

The ignorant masses believed that nearly every 
great man could work miracles, or at the least had 
some power beyond the natural. Everything in 
nature not understood had a god or spirit behind it. 
Gods, angels, or demons controled everything. They 
were in the bodies of men, fishes, fowls, and animals. 
Earth, sea, and sky were full of them. It is just as 
natural for miracle-workers to turn up among such 
a people as it is for water to seek its level. To show 
the mental altitude of the people among whom 
miracle workers have operated, it is only necessary to 
refer to some superstitious beliefs among them. 

It was believed that anyone who would take the 
afterbirth of a black cat littered by a first-born black 
cat, whose mother was also a first-born, burn and 
reduce it to a powder, and put some of it into his 
eyes, would be enabled to see spirits, demons, etc. 
It is not strange that such people should believe in 
miracles. - 

When the wisest had their minds filled with the 
miraculous, and believed in demons, ghosts, and 
witches, the minds of the ignorant were constantly 
terrified by the miraculous and the unnatural. 

So learned a man as Justin Martyr believed that 
devils could get into men, and he declares that “ all 
over the world Christians in the name of Jesus cured 
and set free those who were possessed with devils 
when all other enchanters failed.” 

Thus it appears that there was a strife between 
those who cast out devils in the name of Christ, and 
the “ enchanters,” or those who cast out devils by 
some other hocus-pocus racket.  . 

The minds of men were filled with superstition, 
and the country swarmed with enchanters, sooth- 
sayers, sorcerers, and miracle workers. 

Nobody doubted that Apollonius and Simon Magus 
and many others could work miracles, but it was 
claimed that they worked miracles by magic. There 
was a great strife between these magicians (for that 
was all that any of them were), but the Christians 
gave the preference to those who performed those 
wonderful acts in the name of Christ, of course. 


Jonn PECK. 
— to 


Anarchists Tucker and Appleton. 


As the readers of Taz Trura Sreser hav become 
considerably interested in the subject of Anarchism, 
and as Mr. Tucker has attempted to explain the 
essential point whereon he and I hav come to dis- 
agree, I will, with your permission, try to throw some 
further light on the subject. 

Mr. Tucker and myself are both Individualists. 
We both affirm the sovereign individual to be the 
inviolable, social monad, and that every exercise of 
authority over him without his consent does violence 
to natural law, and evidences diseased social condi- 
tions. We both affirm that liberty, with individual 
responsibility for the costs of its assertion, is the only ' 
way to true social order; or, to transpose the terms, 
individual responsibility for the costs of our actions 
being the measure of good order, the only way of fix- 
ing and balancing said costs is through liberty. 

As to the basic assertions upon which the philoso- 
phy of Individualism rests, Mr. Tucker and I are 
fully at one. It is in the deductions that follow this 
philosophy, as bearing upon the methods of social 
regeneration, that we hav come to view the situation 
differently. 

All wrong systems hav their source in the individ- 
ual. The first individual who alienated his sover- 
eignty set the tide of despotism in motion. The 
aggregate individuals who alienate their sover- 
eignties to the keeping of others constitute the 
aggregate subjects of the world’s rulers. For pur- 
poses of the governmental discussion, society is made 
up of two classes—those who in multiform spheres 
desire to alienate their sovereignties, and those who 
accept the invitation as rulers. There is no individ- 
ual who is not subject to a variety of rulers. The 
relativ weakness of all individuals toward others 
makes rulership a universal system. 

Sovereignty, then, becomes the great exchangeable 
commodity of the world. It is universally bartered 
and sold. It is at first promiscuous and unregulated. 
Seeing it afloat in this chaotic way, the statesman 
steps in and organizes the market. The great mass 
of individuals who hav sovereignties to dispose of 
become his patrons. He drafts a set of rules and 
regulations which are to govern the market, and they 
acquiesce. He thus builds up a trade, and finds it 
the greatest source of profit and power. Like all 
others who rule the markets, it is of course of chief 
importance that he make the business of selling sov- 
ereignties a necessity, and the profits as great as pos- 
sible. 'lothis end he encourages and defends usury, 
as made possible by land, currency, and commercial 
monopoly. When the whole structure is organized 
and fortified by agencies of coercion, it constitutes 
the state, 
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The state is an organized establishment which has 
grown up out of the trade of buying and selling 
sovereignties. Its origin and development follow 
the universal law of the markets. It did not create 
itself—its creation was invited. Its invited rulers, 
finding & source of profit and power in the business, 
naturally boom the business by fortifying monop- 
olies. Being aware of the fact that the basis of inde- 
pendent sovereignty lies in free access to the soil 
and the tools of exchange, they, of course, interdict 
this, to the extent that lies in their power, as do all 
other enterprising business men in their spheres. 
They are also alive to keeping their patrons ignorant 
of the seeret sources of what makes their business 
necessary and lucrativ. In short, they are no better 
and no worse than other successful business men. 

Now, the problem which lies before Mr. Tucker and 
myself is how to get rid of this woful business of 
bartering sovereignties. He says attack the organ- 
ized sovereignty brokers—the state—which is the 
efficient cause of our lamentable social condition. 


So do I say attack the brokers, as I would say were 


it attempted to break up Wall-street stock-gambling. 
But I deny that the sovereignty brokers are the rad- 
ical efficient cause of the evils. 
of ignorant, helpless, superstitious, vanity seeking, 


city-crowding priest and fashion ridden individuals 
who patronize these sovereignty brokers are the 
efficient cause, and that a logical remedial application 
of individualism has to do with them as the efficient 


cause. 


Mr. Tucker may aver that the brokers hav so 
* fixed " the market that it is impossible to get any 
vantage ground, or any tools for the exercise of indi- 
vidual sovereignty except by patronizing them and 
submitting to their terms; yet he believes in great, 
crowded cities, and will not touch or countenance 
any scheme by which it is proposed to colonize 
emancipated individuals under conditions that make 
the practice of liberty and individual sovereignty 
He says he proposes to stand right here 
in this great, crowded, jumbled, collectivized city of 
Boston and down the state, and that if Anarchism 
is not good for Boston and New York it is good for 
nowhere. I say that liberty and individual sover- 
eignty are only possible under their nativ conditions, 
and that until somebody gets down to the individual 
patron of the sovereignty-brokers, and succeeds in 
getting some personal character into reformers them- 
selvs, the state will mock at Tucker and me as im- 
potent cranks, if it does not ultimately seize upon 
Some opportune public craze to hang us, or dispose 
of us under the heels of its servant and patron—the 


possible. 


mob. 


Sovereignty-bartering individuals, being the root 
of social evils, are to my mind the proper subjects 


for the application of remedial expedients. I find, 


in fact, that theological and civil rulers are univers- 
ally more. liberal than the average individuals who 
create and patronize them. ' The civil officers who 
tried Christ for Anarchism before a Roman court of 
law did not want to convict bim. The mob cried, 
* Orueify him!" and they obeyed. So, in Chicago 
some time ago the judge emphasized to the jury that 
' they might freely judge of the justice of the law as 
It was the mob outside, and 
the hireling newspaper press, who study to voice the 


well as of the facts. 


average prejudices of individuals, who demanded the 
gallows. Clergymen are notoriously ahead of the 
average individual in the pews below. Where, then, 
is the source of the state, civil and theological, and 
where lie the radical sources of individual sovereignty 
and liberty? $ l 

In individuals. 

The mistake of Mr. Tucker—stanch, brave, and 
truthful as he is—was in announcing & purpose in 
Liberty which was aimed at an organized result, 
rather than at the source of despotism. Having 
staked his reputation and identity as a reform leader 
upon this partial machine, and defiantly nailed his 
challenge on the door of the state, he wraps himself 
up in the mantle of a hero and refuses to budge. 
His great weakness is the fear of being inconsistent, 
that most dwarfing of all species of moral cowardice. 
When I am quoted as saying something a year age, 
or a month ago, which I deny and repudiate to-day, 
it is a source of gratification, as witnessing that I hav 
grown and am not afraid to grow. Mr. Tucker is so 
organized that when he finds a man contradicting 
himself at different stages of his growth he thinks 
that he has next to annihilated him, though he has 
really demonstrated the chiefest promis for good 
within him. i 

Mr. Tucker’s position will not permit him to grow, 
and confess it, except at the cost of extinguishing his 
personal glory as the first agitator of Anarchism in 
America in the Enghsh language. He is imprisoned 
in his own machine. I am sorry he did not plant his 
movement on the broader field of Individualism, so 
as to hav left infinit room to grow in, without danger 
of inconsistency, that terror he so much dreads. But 
he is made of stuff that does not budge when once 
fixed upon a purpose—a tireless worker, and tremen- 
dous power for good withal. As for me, I am willing 
to be inconsistent, to be called a compromiser, to eat 
the words to-day which I uttered yesterday, to roll 


I say that the mass 


‘out made by the L. V. R. R. close to her residence, and I 


use the mortar at all? 
out it? 

** Well, now, ye see,’ said he, '* that you don’t understand 
it. The blessed mother of God made her appearance at that 
chapel for all to be healed that had faith to go there and lave 
their diseases and their crutches behind when they came 
away cured, do ye see?” and this argument was as clear as 
mud to me, 80 Í took my leave in search of the parties in 
Ashley. 

I met a Mrs. Hooley, and fortunately she wasin possession 
of all the facts. She was cn her way to Wilkes Barre and 
would tell me all about it. So for half an hour she talked 
about the case. She told me that it was a Mr. James Mur. 
phy and wife who had brought the plaster over, and that she 
was using it ona sick girl who had been betrayed by her lover, 
and went ‘‘ away crazy " because she did not dare to marry 
him. Mrs. Hooley had sent for the girl, and she was using 
the plaster daily. I said: 

** Mrs. Hooley, what kind of mortar or plaster is it? Is it 
soft or hard like a rock ?” 

Said she, “ It is as hard as any mortar or stone you ever 
saw, You could no more break it than you could break a 
stone.” 

* But how can you dissolve it in water to use it if it is so 
hard?" | 

“It won't dissolve at all; you could no more dissolve it 
than you could dissolve a bit of stone. It rests on the bot- 
tom of the vial that contains the holy water, which the priest 
at the chapel of Knock always fills, and puts the plaster into 
the bottle, and when the holy water is all used up by sprink- 
ling or bathing, you are at liberty to go to your own priest 
and get some more water blessed and pour over it again. 
That.plaster I hav will last forever and forever and be doing 
its duty all the time.” 

Mrs. Hooley then gave me an account of the discovery of 
the virtues of the plaster by an accident, stating that a blind 
man went scrambling along the wall and accidentally got 
some of the mortar from the plastering under his finger- 
nails, and then carelessly put his fingers into his eyes, rub- 
bing them. They at once began to smart, and in a few mo- 
ments he could see as well as anyone. The people rushed to 
the chapel and began tearing off the mortar from the walls 
and crevices, so that if the priest had not put up a high 
board fence the church would hav been torn down. “Oh, 
yes,” continued she; “there are fields and fields of old 
crutches laying there, left by the lame that hav been cured. 
Bless her holy name!” 

By way of comment, I wish to offer a few thoughts about 
this miracle. If Mrs. Hooley speaks truly, it looks to me as 
if the young lady had been deceived about the plaster. It 
will be noticed that the young lady stated that she dissolved 
the plaster and drank it; that it had a certain effect upon 
her throat, etc. Mrs. Hooley says she has some of the same 
plaster, given her by the same persons who brought it over, 
and that you can no more dissolve it than you can dissolve a 
rock; which looks right, as we know that when limestone 
has been heated sufficiently to giv off its carbon and form 
lime it will dissolve into milk of lime, and when it again 
combines with the atmosphere it hardens by age into its 
original limestone condition, and cannot be dissolved in 
water, forming carbonate of lime. 

It may be possible that the sacred plaster was considered 
too valuable to part with, and that Mr. Murphy instead gave 
the girl a bit of quick lime, which she dissolved in water and 
drank; and it is possible that it may hav had the effect to 
act upon ber vocal organs, and in four or five days restored 
her lost voice, doing it in a perfectly natural way. 

It will be observed also that Miss Martin’s own statement 
differs from the published account, which states that '' after 
spending the whole of the evening in prayer she retired, and 
on awakening in the morning found her speech restored to 
her in all its fulness and power ;” while the young lady 
stated to me that it did not return fully at once, but required 
four or five days; that it was better in the morning, but 
weak, and that four or five days passed before it got strong. 
The story of her arousing her parents by the sound of her 
voice issuing from her room, etc., is in part a fabrication, as 
she has buf one parent, Mrs. Margaret Martin, unless Mr. 
Kane rushed into her room with Mrs. Martin to join in the 
praises, Mrs. Margaret Martin being Mr. Kane's housekeeper. 
Instead of eight years, the lady said it was about five years 
since she took à bad cold and lost her voice. She did not 
say anything &bout scarlet fever. When the superstition 
which encircles this case is removed, and the facts, fairly 
stated, appear, this miracle seems to amount to no miracle 
whatever, and may be accounted for by perfectly natural 


causes. J. R. Perry. 
— 9 +2 ——— — 


Wanted: A Million for Missions. 


'The priests are publishing in their organs, and 
many country journals copy them, free advertisments 
headed as above, varied by occasional puffs thus : 

It was announced in Chicago on Saturday night that the 
$950,000 guarantee fund asked by D. L. Moody to found in 
Chicago a training school for missionaries had been fully 
subscribed. Among the subscriptions are the following: 
Jobn V. Farwell, $100.000; Mrs. George McCormick, $50,- 
000; Marshall Wield, $10,000. 

Every one of these supposed large contributors is 
only advertising his business. The lambs inquire 
who they are, what business they are in. , Million- 
aires, say the Jambs, whom Christ has purified and 
blessed with worldly wealth, a species of Christianity 
no way objectionable to the embassador of him whose 
life was poverty and humility. Barnum gave the 
priests pointers how to advertise for Christ’s sake 
and profit. A tramp illustrated their motiv. He 
may hav been a priest. Calling at a house for break- 
fast, the Christian lady said, “I never turn a hungry 
man away empty,” whereupon she handed him a 
piece of plain bread, saying, “I don't want you to 
think I approve of your conduct; I giv you this for 
God’s sake.” To which the tramp replied, “ Won't 
you please put a little butter on it for Christ's sake ?" 

“ God save and multiply the fools,” said Josh Bill- 
ings. “If it wasn’t for them, how would so many 
get a fat living without earning it?” 

Corry, Pa., Mareb 19, 1887. G. F. Lewis. 


ee 


and tumble and stand on my head, or be guilty of 
any kind of intellectual contortions, if thereby I am 
kept free to grow. To grow is my religion, and all 
the machines in the universe shall not prevail against 


it. Henry ÅPPLETON. 
to 


Miraculous Plaster from Knock. 
The following “yarn” has been going the rounds 
of the country and religious papers for the past 
three months: 


WILKESBARRE, December 14th.—A remarkable case of 
restoration of speech to a young lady who had been dumb 
for eight years, through the agency of faith and prayer, is 
reported from the neighboring village of Ashley, and the 
facts in the case are well authenticated. Miss Kate Martin, 
now nineteen years of age, lost the power of speech through 
a severe illness of scarlet fever. Many of the physicians of 
the neighborhood exhausted the utmost resources of their 
skill in the attempt to relieve her, but without avail. Of late 
years she has held the belief that her voice would be re- 
stored to her suddenly and miraculously, and has spent many 
hours in prayer. She was an earnest Catholic, and hearing 
of the wonderful cures effected by visiting the famous 
chapel of Knock, in Ireland, tried to induce her parents to 
let her pay a visit to the shrine. They were too poor to do 
this, but, at her solicitation, succeeded with some difficulty 
jn procuring some of the plaster from the walls of the 
chapel. This was soaked in water, which’ Kate drank 
freely of. 

After spending the whole of the evening in prayer, she 
retired, and on awakening in the morning found her speech 
rostored to her in all its fulness and power. The first use 
she made of her recovered voice was to offer heartfelt praise 
to God, and the unusual sound of her voice issuing from 
their daughter's room aroused her parents, who rushed in 
and joined their thanks to hers. 


The postmaster of Orangeport, N. Y., Mr. M. E. At- 
wood, is a heretic who places little confidence in the 
phenomena of the miraculous. He wrote to the 
postmaster of Ashley, Pa., and the subjoined is the 
reply: 


Why not get well by prayer with- 


: AsHLEY, Pa., Jan. 26, 1887. 

P. M., Oranazport, N. Y., Sir: Replying to yours in 
reference to case of miraculous cure of Katie Martin, I hav 
to say the outward facts are substantially as stated. Sbe livs 
here; lost her voice, as stated, from sickness when a child, 
and can now talk. 

The cure she attributes to the use of the plaster from 
Knock, aided by the prayer of faith. They are uneducated 
and superstitious people, but hav practiced no deception in 
the matter. "They fully believe the cure has taken place just 
as represented, and from supernatural causes. Without say- 
ing what I think about the matter myself, I will simply add 
that I suppose such cases of the voice being restored from 
natural causes, when lost in a similar way, are not unknown 
to the medical profession. 

I hav given in brief an answer to your inquiry. To go 
into details would take considerable time and labor. Iam, 

Yours very respectfully, J. K. P. Fenner, P. M. 


The above letter was forwarded to Tur TRUTH 
Szrxer by Mr. Atwood, and sent by the Editor to 
J. R. Perry, who livs at the scene of the miracle. 
Mr. Fenner, it may be incidentally mentioned, is a 
member of the Methodist church. Mr. Perry’s ex- 
planation of the matter is as follows: 


Wirxrzs Barre, Pa., March 5, 1887. 

E. M. Maopowarp, Dear Sir: Yours of March 2d came 
duly to hand, and as I was at leisure I started on a tour of 
inquiry and inspection, to ascertain what bearing the case 
had on truth, which I will impartially record. 

I first called at the post-office at Ashley, in charge of Post- 
master J. K. P. Fenner. A young lady in charge informed 
me of the neighborhood of the patient’s residence, and stated 
that she knew her for years, that she could not talk above a 
hoarse whisper, and also that she was now well, but could 
not say what cured her, though she (the Miss Martin) firmly 
believed it was the plaster from Knock chapel that did it. 
The residence was pointed out to me, and I called to see the 
young lady whose speech had been restored. Tiere is a deep 


was ata loss how to find a way over, when I noticed a plump- 
looking damsel of about eighteen or twenty years of age com- 
ing down from the house. I called to her, suspecting she 
must be the lady, and she returned my call in a full, round 
voice, pointing out which way to cross over. 

She informed me that a friend had brought some plaster or 
mortar from the chapel of Knock, and it had cured her. She 
had lost her voice by taking a bad cold, and could not speak 
aloud for five years. 

Iinquired as to what she did with the mortar. She said : 

“I soaked it in water, and it dissolved, and that night 
when I went to bed I drank the water.” 

« What effect did the water seem to hav in your throat? 
Did it burn or scratch or bite you?” . 

* Oh, yes; it was strong, and I was praying all the time to 
get well." 

*t How did your voice come to you? Was it very sudden, 
or did it require some time ?" 

*t Well, at first it was weak, but it kept improving for four 
or five days, getting better all the time." 

* Then it did not come to rights immediately that night ?” 

“No, sir; it took five days or so until it was strong. It 
was a bad cold I had taken.” 

She stated that she had received hundreds of letters about 
it from all parts of the country. Some contained postage 
stamps, but most of them had none, and that a few of them 
she had answered, but she bad ''not time to be answering 
them all.” " 

Iinquired who were the friends that had so kindly brought 
her the plaster, but she seemed to evade the question, as she 
thought, no doubt, I was about to make furtber inquiry. 
This stimulated me to find the persons, but as she referred 
me to some other parties in Ashley, I took my leave, wishing 
her long life and happiness. 

Miss Martin &nd her mother, Mrs. Margaret Martin, are 
keeping house for a man named Kane. Mrs. Martin I did 
not see, but Mr. Kane was present and proffered his explana- 
tions of the cure, stating that it was all through faith in the 
“blessed Virgin Mary, mother of God." The plaster, he said, 
would “ amount to nothing on a heretic,” and only for the 
belief in the holy Catholic religion no cure could be made 
with it ** no more than a shtick or gob of mud.” It was the 
^ faith that did the work," I suggested if that were s0, why 
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** Fighting the Devil with Fire." 


The Evangelical Alliance has at last done some- 
thing which we can almost unreservedly commend. 
Under direction of James M. King, the chairman of 
the Alliance Committee on Legislativ Action, a protest 

.has been prepared against the passage of Senator 
Murphy's bill which proposes to divide the publie 
school funds with the schools of the New York Cath. 
olic Protectory. The protest is an argument bearing 
upon the attempt by Roman Catholics to weaken our 
common school system by the establishment of paro- 
chial schools, and division of the school funds there- 
with. It is not to be expected that the Evangelical 
Alliance will tell the whole truth, but, so far as the 
Alliance goes against the bill under consideration, it 
_ will hav the hearty aid of Freethinkers. 

The protest and petition is, too, something more 
thau an Objection to the one bill. The legislature is 
asked to inquire into the law under which children 
are committed to the various sectarian institutions at 
the public cost. This would indeed be a wise inves- 
tigation for the legislature to undertake, but we 
should regret to see as a result of such investigation 
the adoption of the assumption of the Alliance that 
education in state institutions should “accord with 
Christian morals as taught in the Bible and recog- 
nized by law.” We want no biblical morals taught, 
nor has the law any business to recognize religion. 

The following is the petition, which Freethinkers 
can use by erasing the words within brackets in the 
last paragraph. Paste it to a sheet of paper, get all 
the signatures at hand, and forward it to the senator 
or member of the assembly of your district: 

To the Honorable the Legislature of the State of New Yorkin 
Senate and Assembly: 

The undersigned respectfully and earnestly protest against 
the bill introduced in the Senate by the Honorable Michael 
C. Murphy, to amend the acts relating to the Society for the 
Protection of Destitute Roman Catholic Children, and in- 
tended,. 

- First, To facilitate the commitment to that corporation of 
idle, truant. or homeless children ; and, 

Second, To authorize the schools of the New York Roman 
Catholic Protectory to participate in the distribution of the 
common school fund in the same manner and degree as the 
common schools of the city and county of New York. 

J. The undersigned call upon your honorable bodies to 
preserve inviolate the school fund and its revenues, as plainly 
prescribed by the constitution ; to keep church and state for- 
ever separate in our legislation; to guard the infant wards of 
the state from all sectarian schools or reformatories ; to allow 
in institutions assisted by public moneys no foreign control 
or un-American influence; but to recognize the right of every 
delinquent, idle, truant, or homeless child to an unsectarian 
education as an American citizen in an American school. 

II. The undersigned respectfully submit to your honorable 
bodies that the clause in the Children’s Law (Laws of 1884, 
Chapter 438) which condemns children to be sent to institu- 
tions under the control of persons of the same faith as the 
parents of the children, is an unconstitutional provision sug- 
gested by persons who wish the state to do their will, in forc- 
ing children to adopt the faith of their parents, whatever it 
might be, in disregard of the constitutional rights of such 
children, who, as the wards of the state, and under the ex- 
clusiv control of the state, are entitled to receive fitting in- 

struction in all the duties of good citizens without discrim- 


ination or preference of sect, and to be shielded from all 
attempts at proselytism. or propagandism. They ask your 
honorable bodies to appoint a committee, 

First, To investigate thoroughly and openly the effect of 
that law in multiplying enormously the number of infant 
paupers, notably in New York, Westchester, and Kings 
counties, in heavily increasing the burdens of taxation, and 
enlarging the tendency of Roman education to illiteracy, 
pauperism, and crime. 

Secondly, To inquire how far the education given in the 
various reformatories assisted by the state accords [with 
Christian morals as taught in the Bible and recognized by 
law;] with American principles of civil and religious liberty; 
with the loyalty, rights, and duties of American citizens ; 
with the harmony and goodfellowsbip which it is desirable 
to preserve among our nativ and foreign citizens, especially 
on religious questions, and with the absolute exclusion of all 
foreign intermeddling and dictation, by threats temporal or 
spiritual, with American politics and legislation. 

Senator Murphy, who introduced the bill against 
which this protest is directed, is the senator with 
whom a member of the Brooklyn Constitution Club 
had a notable conversation last winter. The Consti- 
tution Club member was endeavoring to get a bill 
through the legislature taxing alike all property, 
including churches’ and church institutions. He 
called upon Senator Murphy, and showed him the 
bill. “A good measure,” was the comment of the 
senator. “Will you introduce it?” asked the mem- 
ber of the Constitution Club. * H'm; I think you 
had better try to get Mr. to introduce the bill. 
Perhaps he wil do it. You see," and the senator 
lowered his voice to a tone of confidence, “ there are 
six Catholic institutions in my district, and if I intro- 
duce this bill I'shall be killed." These six Catholic 
institutions are the propelling power that moves Mr. 
Murphy in his advocacy of the bill against which all 
American citizens must protest. 

Moreover, the unconstitutionality of the measure 
is so ‘apparent that when legislators’ attention is 
called to the fact, there should be no hesitation in 
opposing it. Article IX., section 1, of the constitution 
of this state provides : 

** The capital of the Common School Fund, the capital of 
the Literature Fund, and the capital of the United States De- 
posit Fund, shall be respectivly preserved inviolate. The 
revenue of the said Common School Fund shall be applied 
to the support of common schools." 

The legislature of 1875-6, Mr. King recalls, adopted 
a proposed amendment tothe constitution as follows: 

“ Section 2. Free common schools shall be maintained 
throughout the state forever. The legislature shall provide 
for the instruction, in the branches of elementary educa. 
tion in such schools, of all persons in the state between the 
ages of five and twenty-one years, for the period of at least 
twenty-eight weeks in the year. 

‘Section 8. Neither the money, property, nor credit of 
the state, nor of any county, city, town, village, or school 
district, shall be given, loaned, or leased, or be otherwise 
applied to the support or aid of any school of instructior un- 
der the control or in charge of any church, sect, denomina- 
tion, or religious society; nor to or in aid of any school in 
which instruction is given peculiar to any church, creed. 
sect, or denomination, or to or in aid of any such instruction; 
nor to or in aid of any school of instruction not wholly under 
the control and supervision, and in charge of, the public 
school authorities. _ This section shall not prohibit the legis- 
lature from making such provision for the education of the 
blind, the deaf and dumb, and juvenil delinquents, as it may 
deem proper, except in institutions in which instruction is 
given peculiar to any church, creed, sect, or denomination, or 
religious society. Nor shall it apply to or affect the Cornell 
University endowment fund hitherto pledged and appropri- 
ated.” 

With a prohibition that the state shall giv no 
money to any institution under religious manage- 
ment, nor permit religion to be taught in any state 
institution or common school, such an amendment as 
the above should be adopted by the coming constitu- 
tional convention. 

Concerning the law authorizing magistrates to 
commit children to institutions under the control of 
people of the same religious faith as the children’s 
parents, it is very doubtful if it would be upheld by 
the Supreme Court. But whether it would or not, it 
is clearly an alliance of the state with a sect, and is 
that far undoubtedly un-American. The Evangelical 
Alliance’s argument on this point is entirely one-sided 
and worthless. Mr. King does not seem to know 
that the law upon blasphemy has been repealed, and 
he cites worn-out legal opinions that Christianity is 
a part of the common law of this state. In his argu- 
ment is seen the fine hand of that Protestant Jesuit- 
ism which would destroy the Roman Catholie Pro- 
tectory but preserve the Protestant House of Refuge. 
These two institutions, however, need different treat- 
ment. -The Protectory is owned and run as a private 


| religious business, and in such & husinesg the Roman 


Catholies hav an unquestionable right to embark, 
But New York city, by legislativ enactment, givs the 
Protectory many favors and a great deal of money— 
some three hundred thousand dollars annually. It 
is this contribution which should be withdrawn. The 
House of Refuge, on the other hand, though begun 
as a private enterprise, has passed into the hands of 
the state and is supported exclusivly by public 
money. Into the Refuge, though, as into Girard 
College, the Protestants hav wormed their way till 
the House of Refuge is as thoroughly Protestant 
sectarian as the Protectory is Catholic sectarian, 
What is needed in this case is the expulsion of the 
ministers who liv upon the bounty of the state and 
manipulate the institution for the glory and profit of 
their sect. 

"But so far as the Evangelical Alliance is working 
against the division of the school funds, so far is it 
entitled to the help of Freethinkers.. Circulate the 
petition and protest, and send the result to the 


assemblymen and senators at Albany. 
A a qe ixi 


A Short-Range Teacher. 


The president of the National Normal University 
of Lebanon, Ohio, Mr. Alfred Holbrook, is of the 
opinion that he has settled the religion-in-the-public- 
schools question. In the National Normal Exponent 
for March he prints his views, and marked copies are 
sent around to editors, presumably for the editors’ 
enlightenment. The gist of his complaint is this: 


** Tn most cities in the United States where Catholics hav 
not a large influence in the control of public schools, they 
hav established parochial schools for the children of Catholic 
population. In some cases, they hav succeeded in securing 
a division of the public funds for sustaining their sectarian 
schools, and in all cases complain of the injustice of taxing 
the Catholic population when any form of Protestant relig- 
ious instruction is tolerated in the schools or no religious 
instruction is given. The Bible is to them the most offensiv 
book that can be used. "This policy and craft is patent 
enough; and, with the aid of anti-religionists, Catholics hav, 
in most cities, driven the Bible and religious instruction from 
the schools altogether.” 


Right away does Mr. Holbrook fall into error. 
The above statements are not in accord with facts. 
In the first place, the Catholics are as yet unable to 
secure a division of the school funds, and their failure 
is the cause of the order by the Baltimore plenary 
council to each priest to build a parochial school. 
We know of an attempt to divide the school funds in 
a town of Pennsylvania, but the state constitution 
prevented it. We know of the recent attempt in our 
own legislature, but the bill has not become a law. 
We know of one town where the Protestants were 
bulldozed into contributing to the building of a pa- 
rochial school. We know that at Poughkeepsie the 
public school officials employ Catholic teachers, but 
we do not yet know of a single state that has by 
statute divided the school money with Roman Cath- 
olies. So far, American principles dominate the 
land. Let us hope they always will. 

Again, Mr. Holbrook errs in. saying that | in most 
cities anti-religionists and Catholics hav driven the 
Bible and religious instruction from the schools . 
altogether. We hav heard of a few towns and school 
districts where the Bible and religion are omitted in 
the school exercises, and we know that the superin- - 
tendent of education once issued an order to that 
effect in this state, but we know that the order is dis- 
regarded, and we know, too, that in most cities the 
schools are far from “ godless,” but are, on the con- 
trary, crammed full of superstition. 

That Mr. Holbrook’s observation has been very 
limited is shown, too, by another asseveration. * We 
hav known,” he says, “of several teachers who, feel- 
ing it their duty to read a short portion of scripture, 
and to offer a brief prayer in the opening exercises 
of their school, and having been denied this privilege 
or being condemned for thus pursuing a conscientious 
course, hav resigned and given up their positions to 
those who would comply with the demands of Infidel 
or Catholic directors. We hav never known, how- 
ever, of an Infidel or Catholic teacher having been 
ejected from his position by Protestant directors be- 
cause he did not engage in religious exercises." We 
shall be under obligations to Mr. Holbrook if he will 
send us the names and addresses of the Christian 
school-teachers who resigned because Infidel directors 
would not let them read the Bible. We think we 
ean find him some Infidel school-teachers who hav 
been refused positions because of their heterodoxy, 
and others who hav been compelled ta remain silent 
or forfeit their jobs, 
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The calm uniqueness of this university president's 
statement of premises led us to expect a unique 
remedy. But the nostrum he puts forth as of his 
own compounding is an old quack medicin, widely 
advertised and thoroughly worthless. It is only this: 

* Let the teacher announce to the school that he will be 
glad to meet all the pupils who wish to join with him in re- 
ligious exercises @ quarter of an hour before the legal time of 
opening school every morning. He will, also, let it be known 

_ that there is no reproach falling upon one who does not wish 
to be present while the religious exercises are being conduct- 
ed. The teacher thus, while he is occupying the public 
school building, does not use the time of the student in his 

. devotions; he is taking his own time and gratifying that part 
of the community who wish their children to engage with 
him in his religious duties; while those parents who are op- 
posed to religious exercises, in any and every form, cannot 
reasonably complain that the legal time of the teacher is 
employed. or that is there any diminution of his efforts in 
behalf of the pvpils in their regular course of instruction as 
prescribed by law, and as required by directors under the 
law. Inseveral schools where this plan has been adopted, 
Infidel and Catholic parents hav conceded the use of the 
school building to the teacher for religious exercises out of 
school hours in his own time. They do this the more will- 
ingly when they learn that there is no stigma placed upon 
the pupils for absence from. religious exercises. In most 
cases where this plan has been adopted and pupils are free to 
attend ornot, all the pupils hav most cheerfully and promptly 
been present during the quarter of an hour thus bestowed. 
Not only so, in some such cases Infidel parents hav expressed 
their satisfaction in the growing moral infiuence which has 
extended through all the school exercises in consequence of 
the conscientious conformity of the teacher to what he con- 
ceives to be his duty." 

While the Infidels will doubtless feel grateful to 
Mr. Holbrook for his kindness in allowing that no 
“stigma” shall rest upon the absentees, and for his 
backhanded aeknowledgment that heretics look after 
the morality of their children, they will probably con- 
tinue to resist the use of public property to teach 
private religion. This “remedy” has often been 
tried, and in Bloomfield, Iowa, led to a lawsuit insti- 
tuted by an indignant Infidel, whose children had 
been kept in the cold hallway while the little hypo- 
crits inside were taught religion. ` 

There is another very conclusiv reason why the 
nostrum is worthless. It supposes that all school- 

‘teachers are Christians. But suppose they are not— 
which is the supposition of a fact—and suppose an 
Infidel is the teacher, shall the schoolhouse be opened 
fifteen minutes earlier for the Infidel to instruct in 
comparativ religion, or in Freethought as opposed 
to all supernatural revelation, such children as choose 
to attend? If not, why not? Mr. Holbrook says 
Infidel teachers are never ejected from their positions 
because of their belief upon religious matters, and 
surely they must hav their consciences respected as 
well as the Christians who self-sacrificingly resign 
when opposed by “Infidel directors.” Would Mr. 
Holbrook, who is a gentleman eminent in his section 
of the country, be willing to help pay for fuel to warm 
& group of Infidels who were using public property 
to tear down his religion? Go to, Mr. Holbrook! 
Before you undertake to enlighten editors upon this 
subject, giv it a little thought yourself. 
—_—__---—_> +o 


A Puritanie Sunday for New York City. 


If Mayor Hewitt's orders are enforced, New York 
is about to hav the same Sunday experience that a 
few Eastern and Western cities hav suffered. In 
response to a written complaint made by William H. 
Lawless, president of the Hat Salesmen's Protectiv 
Union, that the law against Sunday opening was not 

_enforced, the mayor has written the police commis- 
sioners that the matter must be attended to at once. 
He said the existing laws were for enforcement, and 
gave instructions that the attention of the police 
force be called to the subject, with orders to notify 
parties who hav heretofore violated this law that any 
further transgressions will not be tolerated. 

If the Sunday law is enforced, no stores can be 
open except restaurants, drug stores, news-stands, 
cigar shops (where no liquor is sold), and fruit and 
confectionery places. Grocery stores must be closed 
by 10 o'clock in the morning. All the Bowery and 
avenue stores which now sell hats and clothes on 
Sunday, all the barber-shops where working human- 
ity gets a clean shave for the benefit of his best girl, 
all the toy stores, all the haberdashers—in short, 
everything but the exceptions mentioned, must be 
double-barred and bolted, and if any presumptuous 
store-keeper shall not obey, he may be fined ten dol- 
lars and sent to the county jail for five days. 

There are some ten thousand liquor stores in this 
city, of which fully nine thousand gre guardedly open 


on Sunday. There are fully twenty thousand gro- 
cery stores, which are usually all open up to twelve 
or one o'clock. Upon the Bowery and the avenues 
and streets of the East and West Sides there are 
fully another ten thousand small stores whose pro- 
prietors stand behind the counter on Sundays ready 
to serve customers. The police force numbers not 
over twenty-five hundred men effectiv for Sunday 
duty. It looks, therefore, to an impartial observer, 
as though the mayor had undertaken a large contract. 

But what is the use of this fuss over Sunday 
work? Every man of common sense knows that 
New York will not observe Sunday in a Puritan 
fashion. The people will hav their excursions, their 
picnics, their Sunday outings and music. Every 
Sabbath morn the city is emptied of all who can find 
anywhere to go, and money to go with. If a man 
needs a new hat or to be shaved before he goes on 
an excursion, and other men stand ready to sell him 
a hat and to shave him, whose business is it but the 
persons’ interested? It certainly is not Mayor Hew- 
itt’s, nor Howard Crosby's, nor Archbishop Corri- 


gan’s, nor John Hall’s, nor Bishop Potter's, nor any 
Neither is it the affair of those 
virtuous country legislators who at Albany enact 
Sunday laws and other puritanic restrictions for the 
great and wicked city of New York, and then come 
down here, where they are lost in the crowd, and 
break them. In his “ deestrict” there is none so 
good as the country assemblyman. When he visits 
Perhaps if it 
were not so easy to break these laws, the assembly- 


other old fossil's. 


New York there is none so reckless. 


men would be more cautious in passing them. 


to ——————— 
Unjust Discrimination. 


The Chinese residents of San Francisco hav im- 
ported a religious symbol in the shape of a Dragon- 
Joss. The dragon is one hundred and fifty feet long, 
and is built of silk, glass, paper, feathers, tinsel, and 


goat hair. i 


The law authorizes the free importation of religious 
symbols, by any church acting in good faith—that is, 
uses the bric-a-brac for religious purposes. Cardinal 
Gibbons will not hav to pay duty on his red hat, as 
He might also bring with 
him a miscellaneous assortment of furniture, such as 
subselliums or sediliums—strings of beads called 
rosaries—lambs with crosses on their shoulders and 
halos round their heads, called Agnuses Dei—holy 
oil cans, called chrismatories—archbishops’ canes, 
called croziers—holy sprinkling pots, called asper- 
gills—long cloaks and nightdresses, called albs and 
dalmaticas—altars and miters, and phylacteries for 
charming off witches—all these and much more 
might he bring through the custom-house free of 
duty; but when & rival church imports a harmless 
though hideous Dragon-Joss, the Christian treasury 
officials call it a “ work of art” and levy a large toll 


it is a tool of. his trade. 


thereon. 


To say nothing of the poor judgment of the 
officials in classifying the monster, we hold the im- 
position of duty on the dragon to be an unjust dis- 
Why should not the Chinaman hav his 
gods and idols free of custom duty as well as the 
The bowing to 
a dragon is no worse, at any rate, than the scraping 


crimination. 
Christians their religious furniture. 


to a crucifix. 


—————— M 
A Probable Victory. 


There are at last good prospects that the people of 


this city will be allowed to examin the treasures in 
the Central Park museums for the exhibition of 
which they hav paid such princely sums. On Mon- 
day evening, the 21st ult., the trustees of the muse- 
ums held a meeting, and on Tuesday Mayor Hewitt 
stated to areporter that Sunday opening was now 
only a question of finances. “ At the meeting of the 
trustees,” he said, “ there was a large preponderance 
of opinion in favor of opening the museums, but the 
trustees want to know where the money is to come 
from. No action was taken, as there was no action 
to take, but I think it is certain now that as soon as 
arrangements can be made the museums will be 
opened Sundays.” . 
There can be no doubt that the legislature will au- 
thorize the New York city authorities to furnish the 
funds. Sucha bill passed the Assembly last year, 
but was defeated in the Senate by the museum trus- 
tees themselvs. When the city board of estimate 
and apportionment made up their budget for the 
current year, five thousand dollars each were offered 


the museum trustees if they would open on Sundays. 


This wasrefused. Since then, the American Museum 


of Natural History has applied for four hundred 
thousand dollars for an enlargement of its buildings. 
A bill permitting. this sum to be given it has passed 
the legislature. The men who spend the city's 
money are known to be in favor of Sunday opening, 
and the pressure of public opinion in this direction - 
is tremendous. The legislativ bill is not mandatory 
upon the city officials, but permits them to giv the 
museum the money. “Are you going to shoot?” 
asked the coon of Davy Crockett. from an upper 
branch of a tree. “That’s my intention," replied 
Davy as he leveled his gun. “ Well, then, I'll come 
down,” said the coon, and he crawled back to the 
tree-trunk and descended at Crockett’s feet. 

When the museums are opened to the Sunday vis- 
itors of Central Park, as it seems they soon will be, 
how few will know to whom they are indebted for a 
sight of the treasures and curiosities therein! Even 
the city officials scarcely realize who it was that 
brought to the surface the public sentiment which 
backs them up in their demands upon the museum 
trustees. But had it not been for the persistent 
efforts of the American Secular Union in circulating 
petitions and stirring up the daily press of this city 
during the fall and winter of 1885-6, the museums 
would be unheard-of institutions to a majority of the 
people of the city. Like the Lenox Library, the 
museums are now unknown quantities to all but a 
few people of leisure, scarcely more accessible than a 
private art gallery. The efforts of the Secular Union 
made the population of New York aware that it had 
paid enormous sums for these playthings of the 
wealthy, without deriving any benefit therefrom, and 
almost unanimously the demand for Sunday opening 
was seconded. Having started the ball with an 
impetus that has since kept it going, the Union re- 
mained quiet because & cry was raised that only 
Infidels desired Sunday opening, and so great is the 
prejudice that this would hav defeated the Union's 
object. Mayor Hewitt is called a Christian; Mr. 
Beekman, the president of the board of aldermen, is 
an Episcopalian, and they can get credit for public 
spirit. 

‘Once let the Sunday visitors at Central Park know 
that the museums are open, and the buildings will be 
thronged. It is safe to say that in the four or five 
months of summer and fall the exhibits of the mu- 
seums will be examined by a greater number of people 
than hav passed their portals in all the previous years 
during which those institutions hav enoumbered the 


ground. 
———9 +e ——— —— 

In this issue we introduce to the Liberal public a Christian 
writer who is anxious to enlighten Mr. Arthur B. Moss, a 
scientific Freethinker of London, whose contributions to 
these columns hav been extensivly read and universally com- 
mended. Mr. Grabil believes that Mr. Moss has been 
teaching errorin his papers about the age of man upon the 
earth, and we hav provided him space in which to show rea- 
son for the faith that isin him. Having restrained our own 
inclination, we trust none of our scientific correspondents 
will jump upon Mr. Grabill until Mr. Moss is heard from. 

ee 

Tur Freeman's Journal says of Henry Ward Beecher: 

“ Perhaps—and this seemed possible from same of his utterances 
—he had thoughts of laying down his flowers, his reeds, his equip- 
ment of pretty metaphors, and pantheistic implements at the 
foot of the church Planted on the rock of Bt. Peter. But, though 
we cannot doubt that, had he felt obliged to speak honestly, he 
would hav said that the truth—admitting that God livs—was in the 
Catholic church, be never spoke, and he died silent.” 

Our Roman Catholic contemporary is very far from the 
truth. If Mr. Beecher had possessed sufficient courage to 
break from Plymouth church he would hav stood beside 
Colonel Ingersoll rather than crouched at the feet of the pope. 
Beecher was of the radical, not the conservativ type. ‘‘ It is 
my work,” he said to Frank Carpenter years ago, ‘‘ to destroy 
the old. Others must do the rebuilding; my nature is 
destructiv.” Such a man as that could never hav joined the 


Catholic church. 
—— 9 4-9———————- 

SoaRoELY had we time to congratulate Mr. Ernest Mendum 
upon his happy marriage to Miss Isabel Crowell, when we ` 
are called upon to mourn with him at her death. She died 
in Melrose, on the 19th ult., from typhoid-pneumonia, and 
was buried on the following Tuesday. The Ingersoll Secular 
Society adopted this resolution : 

Resolved, That the members of the Ingersoll Secular Society hear, 
with the utmost sorrow, of the sad and sudden death of our late 
kind and Liberal associate. Mrs. Ernest Mendum. As Miss Isabel 
Crowell, we had learned to know and appreciate her worth, and as 
the wife and helpmeet of our brother Earnest, we had hoped to hav 
for many years the pleasure of her assistance and friendship; but 
Death spares neither friend nor foe, and we unite our grief with 
that of those who were nearest and dearest to the stricken one, and 
extend to them all our heartfelt sympathy in their and our great 
bereavement. 

We are sure that the bereaved husband has the honest 
sympathy of many scores of friends. They may not take 
his burden of grief away, but let us hope they can make it 


lighter by sharing it with him. 
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Letters from friends. 


Snonomisa Crry, Wasa. Tereg., Feb. 21, 287. 
Mz. Eprron: 1 hav enlisted three more names in the inter- 
est of humanity. Inclosed find $9.50 to pay for same, $1 
for TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL, and a renewal for myself for the 
present year. The cartoons are what take the eye, so keep 
on with the good work. We shall endeavor to hav Mr. 
Putnam with us when he comes to the territory. This place 

is situated about fifty miles north of Seattle by water. 
J. S. Martin. 


l PETERBORO, N. H. 
Mr. Eviror: Here is $5 which you ought to hav had long 
ago; but, by the great horn spoons, I hav been in an awfully 
tight spot for two years past, and could not do as I know I 
ought to hav done. But I am going to come out game at 
last. If you could know what a time I hav had, you would 
shed tears like pouring soapsuds out of a washtub. But you 
need not stop to shed any sobs now, for the rub is about past. 
I indorse your position on the Anarchy controversy to the 
bone. The position of the Ironclad Age is just simply pitia- 
ble. Monroe shows himself a bitter sectarian in his position 
and treatment of the question. Sorry to see it. 
Gro. GEER. 


Dowaa1A0, Mion., March 8, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav intended writing Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
some time, but am spurred up to it just now by our having 
had Mrs. A. M. Freeman here to giv us a lecture, subject, 
** Some Thinge I Don’t Understand,” and she was not alone, 
either, for many others don’t, but she handled those old Bible 
stories without gloves. As Liberals generally take no stock 
in them, I wish our lecturers would come to the issues of the 
present time, and leave those antiquated myths for others to 
ventilate, who do believe them. She was well received, and 
we shall try to arrange for another on her return. Putnam 
passed us by, but we hope to hav Reynolds with his tent 
when the weather is warm enough. Please say so to him, if 
you're in correspondence. And now a bit of business. As 
our time expires the first of April, may as well inclose amount 
in this; also $1 for Heston, and remaining dollar for ‘‘ Exeter 
Hall” and Saladin’s work, ‘‘ Did Jesus Rise from the Dead ?” 
and the TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL for 1887, if extant. If mem- 
ory serves me, this is right. If not correct, I will make it so 
in my next. Amos KNAPP. 


WirLiAMSON, N. Y., Feb. 27, 1887. 

Mz. Epiror: There are three churches in this little town, 
Baptist, Methodist, and Presbyterian. The Baptists hav 
been running protracted meetings for the last eighteen weeks, 
and hav finally quit, and not a one hav they bad the chance 
to clean up in the river Jordan—excuse me, they hav got & 
wash-tub in their church. The Methodists hav been running 
meetings nearly every evening for two months, and not a 
soul saved as yet. They expect the praying band here this 
week from Syracuse, and hav agreed to pay them $200 for 
one week of hallooing. I hav a pack of hounds that I will 
- let out cheaper than that, and I will guarantee that my dogs 
can save just as many souls as theirs. They all say if it was 
not for these old Infidels they could reap a rich harvest. No 
doubt the preachers could. I came home a few days ago 
and found the Methodist priest in my house inquiring about 
the welfare of my wife's soul. She, in her way, told him all 
about it in Short meter. Suffice it to say that he did not wait 
to sing or pray. He asked for medicin for his wife, and was 
willing to pay. I told him I treated all paupers alike, and 
gave it to him. This is getting to be a hot Freethinking 
community. A. G. Austin, M.D. 


Havana, Cuna, Feb. 26, 1887. 
Dear EuGENE: I and, I hope, all other readers of Tux 
TzavrH SEEKER hav long since learned to esteem you highly; 
and I desire you to believe me when I say that I hav hitherto 


believed Tug TRUTH SEEKER to be the very best and most. 


ably edited paper in Ameriea, and that I do not want to see 
the star of its glory sink in the quagmires of aristocratic or 
capitalistic despotism. On page 122 of the issue thereof of 
the present month, you say that when anyone shows that the 
speeches of the Chicago Anarchists led to the killing of po- 
licemen, you will advocate their punishment. Right then 
the capitalistic tyracts took you by the throat. They will 
. register it against you and try to pin you down to it. 

The speeches of those noble heroes, Parker Pillsbury, Ger- 
ritt Smith, Wm. Lloyd Garrison, Joshua R. Giddings, and 
others of their kind led to the rebelling of the slave-mongers 
against our Union; not that any state seceded, or even tried 
to do so, for not even a god can do that which it has not the 
power to do, and a state has no power to even try to secede 
from the Union. 

If your expression above referred to is the proper doctrin, 
then, of course, you would consent to the punishment of the 
Abolitionists above named, because their speeches led to the 
killing of many Union and rebel soldiers, eh ? 

If you will turn to page 474, Abbott’s ‘‘ Lives of the Presi- 
dents,” you will find that yours is the exact view taken by a 
rebel judge in New Orleans, and whereby he had a great 
many Union men punished because some rebels had killed 
some other Union men. 

If your pockets hav been well filled by the capitalists, to 
induce you to gradually switch off onto the track of capital- 
istic despotism—which I do not at all believe to be the case 
—you will then command a certain degree of false respect, 
but if you do it through cowardly imbecility, you will get no 
respect at all from any quarter. 

Eugene, please now, do switch back onto the track of ra- 
tional universal mental liberty, where you hav so long and 
80 successfully driven the grand old locomotiv, Tug TRUTH 


SEEKER, with its extensiv train of rational truth seekers,- 
safely over the bogs, fens, and quagmires of superstition, till 
you may hav finally landed them safe and sound upon the 
shores of rational liberty and justice. We don't want to lose 
you; we know too well the sound of your whistle, and we 
hav great faith in you. Yes, Eugene, do come back onto 
the track laid by Franklin, Paine, Jefferson, and others of 
their kind, lest, the first thing we know, you land us all in 
an Ashtabula or a Woodstock heap of ruins and of fire and 
brimstone. GNEOOTRWGEES. 


Mian, Mo. 

Mr. Eniror: I am greatly pleased with your paper. I 
will say I would not hav it stopped for $10 per year. Ican 
find more truth in it than in any other paper I take, and I 
am taking thirteen others. I was raised a Sunday-school 
scholar until over fifteen years of age. Since then I hav 
been a shorthand reporter on several of the Chicago papers, 
during which time I had my eyes opened. I hav reported 
Ingersoll at various places, heard Mr. Remsburg and many 
others of the great speakers, thus having all my early doubts 
vindicated, and by the presence of Taz TRUTH SEEKER in the 
house, with barely a word in its favor, every member of the 
family of five others besides myself are converted to its sen- 
timents. I extend thanks to those who first put a copy of it 
in my hands. i 

I see in one of your papers an item in reference to a Sun- 
day-school superintendent putting $500 of the treasurer's 
money into the Louisiana State lottery, and praying God to 
direct it to the best advantage, and he drew a blank. I 
suppose that is a point in favor of the lottery, because it 
seems as though God preferred to helpthe lottery rather than 
the Sunday-school. . 

Inclosed find $3 for paper another year. 

L. J. MALLORY. 


‘Newport, Me., March 20, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: I received the package of ‘‘ Lay Sermons ” 
yousent me for the dollar I sent you, and I am surprised 
that you can publish such a splendidly got up book at such 
8 very small price, five cents. In any sense, it is perfect. ] 
hav just finished reading it for the third time, and as I read 
it, I felt that there are hundreds of thousands of people that 
would buy and read it if they knew the rich treat there is in it. 

And the TavrH SEEKER ANNUAL! How can such a splen- 
did book as that be sold for the very low price of twenty- 
five cents? The laws on Sabbath-breaking, blasphemy, etc.. 
are worth a great deal more than the price of the book to any 
one who wishes. to know what Christian tyranny has done 
and is doing. I should think that you ought to sell many 
thousands of ANNUALS. 

And I wish to speak of another book I hav recently read, 
** The Fathers of the Republic," by J. E. Remsburg. I hav 
read with pleasure and profit all of Mr. Remsburg’s works, 
and truly he givs to the world very important truths, which 
ought to be read by millions. When Christian priests hav 
tried to blacken the character of the grandest men nature 
ever produced, Freethinkers ought to scatter the very impor- 
tant books printed by the Truth Seeker Company by the 
thousands. ; SEWARD MITOBELL. 


Brawentown, FLA., Feb. 6, 1887. 

E. M. MaopoNarp, Kind Sir: I hav thought for some 
time of writing to you and the Liberal society, but my cour- 
age failed, as I wrote several letters last summer to promi- 
nent Liberals, but they did not answer my supplication. 
One lady answered in a postal with kind wishes. I hav 
always been a Freethinker. My father, Thomas McClean, 
was ore also. He was born in 1763, a soldier in the Revolu- 
tion. I hava common education; read the Investigator in 
my eleventh year, 1832, and at frequent intervals since. 
Yearly losses by rains, sickness, and my husband's death 
hav reduced me now to poverty. After settling up, I had 
enough left to bring myself and four daughters to Florida. 
Misfortune has followed me and mine, and I am in straitened 
circumstances. I wish the Liberals could help me a little. 
Ican help myself some. I can sew, but I cannot be on my 
feet very much. I hav done nothing for priests, and I hav 
not been to hear any preaching since 1852. I hav taught my 
children to think for themselvs; none leans to orthodoxy. I 
hope your society will try to help me a few dollars. 1f some 
of those Liberal lecturers could see me as I am living, I 
think they would giv me something of their own accord. I 
do wish some one could come here and lecture. I am alone 
in my views on religion. People think it very strange I do 
not go to any of their meetings. I suppose some think I am 
no better than a heathen. I do not suppose they would 
really let me suffer for food, as there was some sent me last 
week. 

That kind lady in Brooklyn has sent me several of your 
papers and Investigators, and I thank her very much for so 
doing. I hope you will place my poor distressed case before 
your readers. Mrs. E. J. Snop@rass. 


GREELEY, CoL., March 11, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: Again the manna of truth has been showered 
upon the people of Greeley, and some of us feasted sumptu- 
ously, and had our hunger satisfied. The 26th of February 
found a very intelligent assemblage of Liberals at the resi- 
dence of the secretary. Among the number was the genial 
countenance of 8. P. Putnam, who demonstrated his untiring 
energy by giving us an extemporancous, pithy, and interest- 
ing talk, in which he proved that the largest individuality 
was attained by a diversity of opinions. He was followed by 
the Unitarian minister, who concurred heartily in the facts 
developed by the speaker. Considering his orthodox princi- 

ples, one would think he had undergone a metamorphosis. 
On the night of the 27th of February, the poetical genius 
delivered his lecture, ** The New God,” to a large and appre- 
ciativ audience, every word and sentence sparkling with 


truth and the fire of eloquence. So completely did he demol. : 
ish the substructure of the orthodox God that all the delight. 
ful things told of the invisible heaven seemed to exist here on 
earth. His language, ideas, and gestures sent such convic. 
tion and thrill of emotion that the audience was held spell. 
bound. He showed that man was a progressiv being, his 
physical, intellectual, and moral achievements constituting 
ihe god, man possessed of these endowments being the 
noblest work of nature, and the only being worthy of wor- 
ship. When he uttered the proposition that he believed in a 
God potent enough to kill ‘‘ grasshoppers and fleas,” 
a good Christian brother, whose locks were silvered and 
whose ideas were petrified with religious bigotry, concluded 
that he was in the ‘‘ wrong nest," and made his exit. 

Monday evening, March 7th, the secretary and treasurer of 
the Greeley Secular Union had the pleasure of hearing Mr. 
Putnam deliver the first Liberal lecture ever given at Love- 
land, Col., and we trust gave some impetus to the occasion 
by singing appropriate songs. In conclusion, I cannot re- 
frain from mentioning the name of N. R. Faulkner, of Love- 
land, who proved himself to be an efficient and zealous worker 
in the cause of Freethought. 

Hoping that wherever our worthy secretary may go 
his sentiments will glitter with undiminished luster, and the 
fetters of superstition be broken asunder, and truth and liberty 
established throughout our land,  Euran C. STILLWELL, 

: Sec. Greeley Sec. Union. 


PARKERSBURG, W. Va., March 1, 1887. 

Mz. Eprroz: I hav becn buying Tue Trora SEEKER from 
the news-office since last spring, and hav carefully read every 
number. I was much pleased with the first number, and the 
longer I read the better I like it. I think it is a deeply inter- 
esting journal, and is steadily improving. Heston’s pictures 
are interesting, amusing, and instructiv, and I hav heard peo- 
ple say that they show up some of the absurdities of the 
Christian religion much better than the best written article 
could do. Even some of my Christian friends had to laugh 
at the picture of Adam plowing with a hog, which appeared 
in your paper last fall. Success to Heston! 

Iam especially pleased with the stand you take in regard 
to the Anarchists. Ido not believe in murder, neither do I 
believe in hanging scven Anarchists because some Anarchist 
or Socialist has committed a murder. 

Putnam, Reynolds, Denslow, Si Slokum, Bowman, and 
many others among your contributors are dealing heavy 
blows at orthodoxy, and Mrs. Colman in her ‘‘ Reminis- 
cences” givs hard facts, very unpalatable to the average Chris- 
tian. I also read the ** Children's Corner,” and feel encour- 
aged when I see so many young people breaking away from 
the bondage of superstition, and who on Sunday do not hav 
to hurry off to church to learn a batch of silly, nasty fables 
from that most indecent of all Christian books, the Bible. 

Iam a compositor ona highly Christian temperance paper. 
The editor's wife is president of the W. C. T. U. of this state. 
They think it isa sin to read Taz TRUTH SEEKER, or any 
other paper that dares to advocate the rights of laboring men 
and women, or that dare to hav opinions of their own on re- 
ligious subjects. I rejoice that a few. journalists dare to. 
advocate the right, and fear neither American capitalists or 
the Jewish God they pretend to worship. 

This isa very Christian town. Gospel mills are plenty, 
revivals are conducted each winter witk great vigor, and if 
we may believe the newspapers, nearly all the sinners are 
converted. The Salvation Army marches around with its 
drums and tambourines, and there is a large Catholic factory 
and one Catholic church. And yet saloons and other institu- 
lions too vile to be mentioned, but generally found flourish- 
ing side by side with the churches, also are plenty. 

Success to the grand old Trurm Seeker. May it liv long, 
and successfully battle error, superstition, and oppression. I 
believe the course you are now pursuing satisfies the great 
majority of your readers. . W. H. H. Pearson. 


CRAWFORDSVILLE, OR., March 6, 287. 

Mr. Epiror: I hav no advice to giv you about how to 
conduct your paper, but it seems to me that it would be a 
safer and more prosperous way to giv no credit. I know 
that there are many poor but honest Liberals; but there are ' 
some that are dishonest, and not Liberals, who would wrong 
their best friend. I am poor, and perhaps may be glad to 
get your paper on credit, but I believe that it would be better 
for both you and me if you hada rule to never giv credit, 
except when personally acquainted, and then to use your own 
judgment whether you do or not. I see that a great many ` 
want you to make a book of Taz TRUTH SEEKER cartoons, 
or tract, or a book of doleful sayings, or something else. 
Now, these things may do well enough as suggestions, and 
although they may appear feasible to the writers, and they 
would take a copy or more, yet we are so different from 
each other that it is doubtfulif it would pay to act on all 
such suggestions, even if your company was rich enough to 
do so. I think we that don't hav the responsibility don't 
consider the expense and probable income from such vent- . 
ures. Asa friend of mine used to say when about to giv 
advice, ** You know your own business best.” It takes money 
to run a large printing-office, as well as a farm or foundry, 
and although I often see something that just suits me, yet I 
will not let the wish be the father of the belief that it would 
be profitable for you to put itin book form. I particularly 
like John Peck’s ‘‘ Christian Absurdities,” and ** An Ortho- 
dox Fraud," by T. E. Longshore. 

It was refreshing to find at least one who did not know > 
everything ; I refer to Helen Gardener on the “ Social Here- 
sies.” Many who knew less would hav written all about 
them. Of course you employ many other writers who swing 
a free pen, each of whom has their specialty, and I like them. 


‘I hav received all of the books that I hav ordered, and hay 


not missed a number of Taz TRUTH SEKER, 
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Ihav been here aix years, and when I came here had nota 
rag to my back, but now hav plenty of them. No, I meant 
to say, we had nothing but our clothes, but by economy hav 
. lived and saved a nice house and barn, and a few acres of 
rich land, and furniture, and two cows, with an average of 
$400 per year, and now don't hav to pay rent or buy fuel or 
vegetables. Isay this for the benefit of workingmen, for I 
am a carpenter, and hav worked in New York, Brooklyn, 
Chicago, St. Louis, and San Francisco, and never could save 
anything in any of the large towns, but don't think that there 
are any special inducements to cometo Oregon. I think that 
I could hav done as well or better in almost any of the east- 
ern states if I had bought a small piece of land and built a 
Cheap house in the country, and improved as fast as I could. 

G. F. ELLIOTT. 


PrrrsBUsGH, Pa., Feb. 3, 1887. 
Mr. Epiror: As my wife's step-father used to say, “I 
shall die without reforming the world,” but the next half- 
century will see much more advancement in all branches of 
knowledge than my short span of seventy-nine years has 
beheld, though I hav lived through the grandest age that the 
world has any true historical account of. The old Egyptian, 
Assyrian, and Hindoo stony records show that the world has 
lost some arts known to the ancients, and possibly they may 
be recovered by future researches in the earth, or in the writ- 
ten records of the Bramans or the Chinese. Let us hope that 
those mines of knowledge—claimed to be thousands of years 
back of our era—may be opened up in the early future. 
There are, however, many things about to be brought in in 
the not very distant future that will immeasurably improve 
the condition of the human race, and it should be the busi- 
ness of reformers to urge them forward. No intelligent re- 
former can doubt the right of every human being to light, 
air, water, and earth; to all the elements provided by the 
creator—call it God, spirit, essence, force, or what you will— 
for the use of the successiv races that hav inhabited and are 
destined to inhabit the earth. No race, much less an indi- 
vidual of a race, nor any number of individuals in combina- 
tion, hav a right to monopolize the elements to the exclusion 
of any individual from the equal enjoyment of them, and any 
such monopoly and exclusion is the robbery of. right—what 
I call God-given right. It is objected that we must not inter- 
fere with vested rights; that the legal owners hav paid their 
money for the land, and that it would be all wrong to inter- 
fere with them in any way whatever. In reply, it is not de- 
sired nor designed to do this directly, but to make it desir- 
able to themselvs to sell that portion of their ground which 
they cannot use to advantage without oppressing others. 
The land was stolen (appropriated) originally by force 
against right, .e., by robbery, sold by the robber, and by 
that purchaser to another, and another, and another, down 
. through a long succession of holders, who passed laws con- 
firming their title, and then called it vested right. But it be- 
ing a robber title in the beginning, all the holdings through 
twenty generations could not giv a just title any more than 
the passing of a stolen horse through twenty holders could 
deprive the real owner of his right. This you may say is 
law, and, of course, the real owner would get his horse, but 
I am not talking of law as it is, but as it ought to be—equity. 
Every child when born is part owner of all God-given or 
natural elements, and all the law-making power we justly 
possess in the case is to secure to the child these natural 
- rights. The law has just as good right to deprive me of 
light, air, and water, as of land, and the coal, iron, and other 
materials in and on the earth, which it now deeds to Tom, 
Dick, and Harry, who are thus rendered independent, and 
. able to compel, through his necessities, servitude from their 
landless neighbor. The law-making power should be exer- 
cised only to protect the natural rights of every sentient 
being, and to further the interests of all humanity. Ihava 
. good deal more to say, but will defer if for the present. I 
may bore you with it at a future day. 
I will say here that I hav believed for many years, and 
hav discussed in my family, and among & few friends, that 


: man was given his hands to make a living by work—of 


course, using his brain so as to work intelligently—but that 
he has not the right to use his brain-power for his own per- 
sonal advantage, but should use it for the furtherance of the 
best interests of the race. J. Soorr. 


PonrvirLE, N. Y., Feb. 28, 1887. 
C. J. Curtis, Bradford, Pa., Dear Sir: In a recent TRUTH 
. Szzxer I note a letter from you, in which you refer to my 
being a Spiritualist, and ask me to giv my reasons for being 
one through Tus TRUTH SEEKER’S liberal columns. Now, when 
acertain class of Materialists ask if I am a Spiritualist, I always 
feel like replying as did some one when asked that question on 
the witness stand; he said, '* Yes, sir, I am a Spiritualist, but I 
am not a d——d fool!” Now, you will notice in almost all de- 
bates between Materialist and Spiritualist, after the latter 
has given the testimony of witnesses to phenomena that prove 
spirit return to be a fact—testimony such as would be re- 
ceived without question upon any other subject (as, for in- 
stance, the materializing, in the presence of Miss Fairchild, 
‘of Boston, of from fifty to one hundred spirit-forms in an 
evening, many of them babies, and this with the medium 
plainly in sight, and in the presence of a score of disinter- 
ested spectators)—the former will invariably ignore every- 
thing attested as having no weight, because he did not see 
it. Now, in giving a few instances of my own experience, 
I shall not hope to convince anyone, but simply do so in 
answer to friend Carl's request, thinking some one may find 
them of interest. ‘“ The beginning of my being a Spiritual- 
ist" was in reading the works of A. J. Davis, thirty or 
more years ago, and falling in love with the philosophy of 
Spiritualism. Nothing seemed more reasonable to me than 
the manifestations, and I am sure mere phenomena would 
never hay made spirit return seem so real had I read noth- 


ing of the philosophy in the beginning. Mr. Curtis says he 
has thoroughly investigated Spiritualism. This I hav never 
had an opportnnity to do. We began by having private cir- 
cles among a few friends in our neighborhood, about twenty 
years ago. We were mediums, and all investigators only. 
Remember we were not paying our money to be hoaxed by 
frauds. Our mediums were our friends, our neighbors, who 
had no object in deceiving, and none of them hav ever be- 
come public mediums, although many possess wonderful 
powers. One, my niece, whom Mr. Curtis knew as Ella 
Stevens, and who, every one knows, is as pure and as hon- 
orable as an angel, has given us wonderful proof of spirit- 
power. As a healer, she cured herself of inflammatory 
rheumatism of many years’ standing. Another honorable 
lady friend, Mrs. E. M. Pearsol, was often controled to re- 
peat, line by line, as it was copied from her lips, long, beau- 
tiful poems, and lectures far beyond her capacity to do nor- 
mally, as she had had but little literary culture, having 
married at thirteen years of age, and having eight daughters 
to rear in humble circumstances. I do not mention these 
cases as remarkable, but because they seemed to bring proof 
to my mind, knowing as I did all the attendant circum- 
stances, and the noble character of the parties. I will only 
giv one more instance in my experience. It was a beautiful 
August morning, seven years ago, that my wife and I arrived 
on the Cassadaga camp-ground, near Cassadaga Lake. In 
less than an hour we were seated alone in the tent with 
Charles Watkins, the medium for independent slate-writing. 
He did not leave the room after we entered, and no one else 
came in. Previous to entering we had written several ques- 
tions and rolled them into tiny pellets, and upon the medi- 
um's producing two- clean slates, we placed the pellets be- 
tween them, and he laid them on the table, placing -his 
hands on them. In this manner three intelligible messages 
were written, one signed by my father, one by my wife's 
mother, and one by our son-in-law, Edgar Hall, whom you 
knew. There was no possible chance for collusion that I 
could see, a8 thousands were coming and: going every day. 
You say you are satisfied that Spiritualism ‘‘has no scientific 
basis.” Yet there are many illustrious names of scien- 
tific men who think differently, among whom are Professor 
Crookes, F.R.S., in England, who started out with a three 
months’ investigation to prove that Spiritual phenomena 
were produced by odic force, but who, after two years’ in- 
vestigation, found indisputable proof of individual spirit 
existence and return. Professors Varley, Wallace, Zöllner, 
Hare, and many scientific men of authority attest the truth 
of his statements. It is true the laws governing these phe- 
nomena are little understood, but enough is known, it seems 
to me, to make men hesitate about setting bounds to scien- 
tific discovery, Of one thing I am assured, there can be 
nothing supernatural; whatever is, will and must be ac- 
counted for according to natural law. Neither, according 
to my belief, is it necessary to hav any divine, creativ power 
to execute said law. I omitted to rank D. M. Bennett 
among the illustrious few who found Spiritualism to hav '*a 
scientific basis,” as attested ina little pamphlet written by 
him on Spiritualism. Professor Tyndall, in ‘‘ Fragments of 
Science,” p. 78, says: ‘‘ Besides the phenomena that address 
the senses, there are laws, and principles, and processes that 
do not address the senses at all, but which must be spiritually 
discerned.” And again he says, wisely, ‘‘ You never hear 
the really philosophical defenders of uniformity speaking of 
impossibilities in nature. They best know that questions 
offer themselvs to thought which science, as now prosecuted, 
has not even the tendency to solve. They keep such ques- 
tions open, and will not tolerate any unlawful limitations of 
the horizons of their souls. 

Trusting I hav not written at such length as to make my- 
self unwelcome, or trespassed upon the forbearance of our 
friend Tue TRUTH SEEKER, I will close. 


Yours for all truth, Joun L. Brooxs. 


Mivpiz Fans, N. Y., March 7, 1887. 

Mz. Eprror: Judging from the number of communications 
received bearing on the subject, my little squib in Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER of February 19th has created quite a little breeze 
among the spelling reformers and deformers. Some of the 
letters of my correspondents are amusing, as illustrating the 
ignorance of their writers regarding the subject with which 
they are attempting to grapple, and some are 80 peppery in 
their composition as to indicate that orthography correctors 
are not invariably persons of good breeding. I hav not time 
to.reply to all of my correspondents, and would prefer to hav 
them send their communications direct to Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
office, 80 that your readers may hav the benefit of their 
alleged correction of the faults of our admittedly crooked 
English spelling. It may surprise some of these wiseacres 
to learn that I am a spelling reformer myself, and hav been 
an advocate of such reform for years; but nothing short of a 
radical change will suit me—the selection and adoption of 
nine new characters to represent the letters which we lack 
to express the sounds of the language, without making some 
letters do double, quadruple, and even sextuple duty, as the 
letters æ and o do now. With each vowel sound denoted by 
a single character, and the substitution of j for soft g, k for 
hard c, the transposition of those consonants that need it, and 
the elimination and omission of all not sounded, the orthog- 
raphy of our language would be so simplified no child would 
need to spend the tedious years of drudgery now necessary 
to learn to spell. Such a change, I am satisfied, would 
shorten our printed matter at least one-quarter, possibly two- 
fifths, according to the proportion of changed words used in 
our discourse ; 7.e., three-quarters of the space now occupied 
in each number of Taz Trurs SEEKER would contain all its 
printed matter, leaving room thereby for more than one- 
fourth additional matter. So sweeping & reform would, of 
course, produce an almost total change in the structure of 
our language in its represented form, destroying the tracing 


of our words to their sources in the original roots, and in- 
volves many difficulties familiar to every student; but, not- 
withstanding, so great would be the benefit accruing from 
the change I would heartily welcome it, and be glad to see 
it adopted by every periodical and every educational institu- 
tion intheland. We who hav finished our “ a-b, ab’s,” would 
never become accustomed to it in our days—it would pain 


the eye every time we looked upon a printed page—but to 
coming generations it would be a blessing, and we ought to 
be willing to sacrifice something of taste for the good of 
those who are to follow us. But, I would ask my would-be 
critics, May we ask for the adoption of such a radical over- 
hauling of our orthography with any prospect of success? 
and more especially can we accomplish anything by taking 
three small words (for the other words changed in Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER, such as genunin, feminin, and the like, occur 
so infrequently as to be scarcely noticed), and curtailing them 
to present a decidedly '' bob-tailed” appearance, any more 
than we could hope to change the organization of some 
lordly oak by sending a man into it annually to lop off the 
extremities of three small twigs? There is no more reason 
why the final letter of have, give, and live should be omitted 
than the final letter of shall, will, and fill, not a particle, and 
yet there is a very good reason why it should be omitted 
from all six, as well as hundreds of other words, and I only 
mention it to show the inconsistency of spelling ** deformers.” 
The old, and as generally worded, offensiv adage that ‘‘ every 
little helps” does not apply in this case, except in the one 
item of space saved, and that, in each issue of Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER, will not amount to five full lines. 

Nothing of moment can be accomplished by those who are 
trying to grapple with so grave a subject by pruning and 
lopping among the twenty-six characters we now hav. 
Twenty-six letters cannot be made to represent nearly forty 
sounds, except by making each vowel do more than double 
duty, as I hav mentioned, and the difficulty will only be 
overcome by the adoption and making of additional type. I 
do not understand how a half dozen papers are going to 
effect a reform by changing the termination of less than a 
half dozen words; and eveu these words are made to con- 
form to the established orthography when the article in 
which they appear is to be printed in book form, and insome 
cases where it is not, or at least not so specified. If the 
readers of Tae Trura SEEKER will turn to the number in 
which my little complaint appeared they will find therein & 
two-column article by the leading Freethinker of the age, in 
which wherever the words hav, giv, and liv occur they are 
spelled each with four letters, which, I think, will bear me 
out in my assertion that '' contributors will not take kindly 
to a system that givs an unfinished appearance to their best 
thought." True it is that the departure of a word in spell- 
ing from the established usage offends the eye simply because . 
it has been 80 long associated with it in another form; but 
something is due to taste as well as utility (else there would 
be no premium on beauty), and a displeasing innovation 
should not be sanctioned unless the end sought justifies the 
proceeding and compensates for the discomfort involved. 
There are people to whom a straggling, out-of-line row of 
fruit or shade trees looks just as pleasing as a precise line, 
&nd who would gaze with the same emotions upon a bog- 
covered swale that they would upon a well trimmed lawn; 
but all are not constituted alike, and while a thoughtless per- 
son might stroke a cat's fur the wrong way and see nothing 
incongruous in the operation, such a proceeding would 
offend the nerves of a more sensitiv one; and so in the case 
of the three words under discussion, their uncouth, abbrevi- 
ated appearance offends the eye wherever they occur in that 
form. I admit that as usually spelled these words are not in 
accord with the principles of phonetics, but cutting off the 
final letter does not mend the matter, and neither of them, in 
the amended form in which they appear in Tse Trotu 
SEEKER, is spelled as it will be if the principles of spelling re- 
form are established, since the fourth sound of o and the 
second sound of ¿ as heard in the words hav and liv are 
not now represented in our alphabet. There are other 
amendments needed in connection with the use of our 
language equally with the spelling reform. Not a day passes 
but each writer sees the need of having a third personal pro- 
noun, one which shall express personality without denoting 
gender, and it has been suggested that we use for the nom- 
inativ case the word e, and inflect it as follows: Nominativ, 
e; possessiv, 68; objectiv, em. With such a new pronoun 
we should not hav to '* work around the point" by writing 
as we do now, *' Everyone is the architect of his or ber own 
fortune ;" and many a word now needed to make our mean- 
ing clear could be dispensed with ; but I do not know of any 
journal willing to undertake to introduce the practice. In 
conclusion. I trust I shall not be misunderstood by your 
readers. Iam in favor of the spelling reform movement just 
as I am in favor of the adoption of the metric system, which 
would, if it came into general use, save an incalculable 
amount of time and money in our exchange with foreign 
countries and between our own states, and which I should 
be glad to see established everywhere throughout the world. 
If the spelling reform movement shall be made sweeping and 
thorough enough to need no reforming itself, it will com- 
pensate for all the annoyance and inconvenience of the years 
reuring which we are becoming accustomed to the altered 
appearance of the language, and will be the grandest achieve- 
ment ofthe age. So with the metric system if it come into 
universal use. But if only one or two isolated merchants 
adopt it, or, to make the analogy nearer perfect, if one uses 
one table of it only, while another uses a different one in his 
business, and the great bulk of the people ignore it alto- 
gether, it will only ** prolong the agony” as in the case of 
that kind-hearted but mistaken son of the Emerald Isle who, 
wishing to curtail his dog, lopped off a small picce of the 
tail each day in order that ‘‘ the poor craythur might become 
accustomed to the pain by degraaes." D. Lovis Bopaz, 
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| Children's Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Waos, Fall ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN’S CORNER, 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for i 


this Corner should be sent. 


*t Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


Who Can Read it? 


A PRINTER'S POEM. 
An 8 A now I mean 2 write 
9U,sweet KTJ, 
The girl without a I, 
The belle of UT K. 


I ider if U Ntertain 
The calm I D A bright, 
That 8 T miles from U I must 
M~ this chance to write. 


And ist, should NEN VU, 
BE Z, mind it not, 

If any friendship show, B sure 
They shall not be 4got. 


From virtue never D Y 8, 
Her influence B 9 

Alike induces 10derness 
Or 4titude divine. 


And if U cannot cut a ——, 
Or cause an !, 
IhopeU'll puta. 
21? 
RU for anXation 2 
My cousin, heart and 827? 
He offers in a T 
A $ broad of land. 


He says he loves U to X 8, 
You're virtuous and Ys; 
InXLNOUXL 
All others in his Ps. 
This 8 A; until IU C, 
I pray Uto. X Q's, 
And do not burn in FIG 
My quaint and wayward muse. 


Now, fare U well dear K T J, 


I trust that U R true, 
When this U C, then U can say 
AnSAIOU. 


Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—REBUS. 


tek See 


A well-known poet. 


2.—NUMERIOAL. 


My 1, 2, 3 is to impair. 

My 4, 5, 6 is‘a number. 

My 6, 5, 4 is used for fishing. 

My 83, 2, 1 is an animal. . 

My whole is the name of an animal. 
Lyons, N. Y., CONRAD ROOKER. 


Of Revolutionary fame. 


4.—DOUBLE OURTAILMENTS. 


1. Twice curtail a kind of grass and leave 
to fall. 

2. Twice curtail a catch, and leave to cm- 
brace closely. 

3. Twice curtail an old game at cards, and 
leave a fish. 

4. Twice curtail the division of a country, 
and leave to play the hypocrit. 

WARREN B. OnOHARD. 


5.— WHY. 


Why are faultless ones like meat ? 

Or bread and butter, milk and wheat? 
Why are they like a dose of pills? 
Why are they like eleven mills ? 


Or like the gems of rarest worth? 
Or like the precious ores of earth ? 
Why are they like the flowing rills ? 
Why are they like a dozen mills ? 


Why are they like the flowers that blow? 
Why are they like the driven snow ? 
Why are they like blacksmiths’ drills? 
And why, oh why, like thirteen mills? 


Why are they like the mountains grand? 
Why like a little grain of sand ? 

Why are they like the daffodils ? 

And why, oh why, like fourteen mills? 


Why like oceans, lakes, and ponds, 
But not like copper, nickle, bronze? 


—Selected. 


All other things the reader wills, 
And adding evermore the mills. ` 
Irwin, Ia. J. K. P. B. 


MAROH 19, 1887. 


1.-Capacity. 
.— HID 
CAMEO 
HALIBUT 
IMITATE 
DEBATER 
OUTER 
TER 
8.-Ours is a country e 


tutions. : 
—— e 


Correspondence. 


PniNoETON, Mass. 
When I had anything hard to do, I used to 
cry. Now I laugh, which makes me feel 
better; it takes my strength to cry. . . . 
Mamma, to me you are like a rose that 
blooms in spring, blooms in summer, autumn, 
and winter. Psyour Ceres Heywoop. 


nlightened by free insti- 


ZALESKI, O., March 2, 1887. 
Drak Miss WixoN: I saw so many boys 
and girls writing for the Corner I thought I 
would write one too. I hav seven brothers 


| who read Tor TRUTH SEEKER and think the 


ictures are very nice. We hav organized a 
ongress Club, of which I am president. I 
hav a hard time putting the questions and 
keeping order. I ama little girl seven years 
old. If you can read this ant would print it 
I will write again. CLELIE JAMES. 
MixNEAPorIS, Minn., Feb. 18, 1887. 
Dear Miss Wixon: As I hav nof seen any 
letters from this city, I thought I would write 
one. We do not take Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
but we intend to take it as soon as possible. 
We hav a friend here who takes it, and he 
lets us take copies to read. I read the Chil- 
drems Corner, and all the rest I can under- 
stand. Iwill hav to close, wishing you suc- 
cess. Your Freethinker friend,  - 
Trwin REMIOK. 
FiNDLAY, O., March 6, 1887. 
Dzar Miss Wixon: As mamma was read- 
ing Taz TRUTH SEEKER, I discovered in it 
the Children’s Corner. I thoughtit would be 
nice to write you. Iam nine years old. I 
go to school every day. I read, write, spell, 
study arithmtic, and geography. I belong 
to the Juvenil Temperance Society. There 
are two hundred in our lodge. e are ex- 
pecting Mr. Putnam to lecture before long. 
apa and mamma will hear him lecture. 
Yours respectfully, MaNnoNIE FILSON. 
Osaer Mission, Kan., March 7, 287. 
Desar Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write a letter for the Corner. Iam a little 
girl eleven years old, and study arithmetic, 
geography, grammar, and spelling. I read 
in McGuffey’s Fourth Eclectic Reader. My 
father and mother are both good Liberals. 
We liv near the Methodist church. They 
hav revivals, but they never get many mourn- 
ers. My sister and myself went to church 
last evening. 'The preacher did nothing but 
abuse Infidels. Father says the church is in 
its dying agony, and that is the cause of the 
preacher’s wrath. Your little friend, 
Metissa SIMMONS. 
Peares Crry, Ia., Feb. 24, 1887. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: Seeing so very much 
correspondence to you from various boys and 
girls, I will pen you a few lines. My father 
has taken THE TRUTH SEEKER as far back as 
I can recall, and I am deeply interested in 
the puzzles, etc., in the Children's Corner, 
which I must say is conducted under the 
most skilful management. I ama boy fifteen 
years of age. At the age of ten I required a 
habit of writing stories, sketches, etc. Since 
that time I hav written many stories. I once 
wrote one for our home paper, which filled 
ten columns. Yours very truly, 
Frank V. DRAPER. 
[Perhaps Frank will some time. write a 
story for our Corner. But it would hav to be 
short, a8 we hav many correspondents and 
not much space.— Ep. C.C.] 
WAxzNIO, OR., Feb. 19, 1887. 
Drar Miss Wixon: Papa takes Tug TRUTH 
SEEKER, and I like to read the Children’s Cor- 
ner and to look at the pictures. Iam eleven 
years old. I hav one sister, she is eight years 
olc, and one brother two years old. We call 
him Volney. I went to schoola part of the 
winte”, but on account of the snow, which fell 
ten inches deep, and the extreme cold weather, 
our sckool was discontinued until spring, 
when it will be resumed again. I read in the 
Fifth Reader, and spell in the highest spelling 
class in our school, study geography, arith- 
metic, and writing. My sister sent for the 
book entitled Aunt Elmina's “ Little Lessons 
for Little Folks." Papa is going to send for 
the ‘‘ Story Hour " for me. We fiv thirty-five 
miles south of Dallas City, which is situated 
on the Columbia river. We hav a fine view 
of the surrounding country, in which we can 
see three perpetual snow peaks—Mt. Hood, 
Mt. Jefferson, and Mt. Adams. My papa, 
and two of his brothers, liv in one corner of 
the neighborood, and their farms all join, and 
the Christians call it the ‘‘ Devil's Corner ” 
because they take Taz 'TRpvH SEEKER, and 
are Freethought men. A Methodist minister 
and his wife stayed here all right, and he 
asked if he could hav prayers, a.i papa told 


him no. If you think this worth printing, I 
would be much pleased to see it in print. I 
will close with kindest régards. 

I remain your little friend, 

; Mamme DRIVER. 
SPIoELAND, Ixp., Feb. 20, 1887. 

Miss Susan H. Wixon: Though an entire 
stranger yet, I take the liberty of writing to 
you, for you are not an entire stranger to me 
and my family. We hav some of your books 
and read your articles in the Investigator and 
TaurH SEEKER. My son Warren, thirteen 
years old, is reading your ‘‘ Apples of Gold” 
now, seeing which gave me the idea of writ- 
ing to you to thank you for the great good 
you are doing with your pen. It seems to 
me the greatest wrong we can do, almost, if 
not quite, is to teach innocent little children 
to believe things to be sacred truths which 
we ourselvs really don’t know anything about. 
My greatest joy is that I and my children are 
entirely free, and fully satisfied in unbelief in 
the Christian religion, and that my dear wife 
never feared the author of her being, but 
loved, honored, and adored that mighty 
power which rules all worlds, and does all 
things well. She never doubted that the 
future, whether life or eternal sleep, would 
be for the best, but certainly not eternal suf- 
fering. ' 

I was at a Sunday-school to-day where 
King David was extolled as being a model 
man—a man after God's own heart—a pat- 
tern for little children to imitate. He was 
the vilest man on record, Brigham Young not 
excepted, as I verily believe. 

How honest people can teach and believe 
such a book as that Bible is a mystery to me. 
We hav the satisfaction of knowing that In- 
fidelity is gaining even more rapidly now in 
this community than light and knowledge in 
other matters; but scientific knowledge is 
the great cause of the increasing gain, and is 
itself gaining very rapidly. Twenty years 
ago my wife and I were the only Infidels 
here, and now a score may be found here. 
J. E. Remsburg was our guest and lectured 
for us two years ago, and B. F. Underwood 
in our hamlet of Greensboro a few years ago, 
also Jamieson, and some other Liberals, in- 
cluding Mr. Colby (Spiritualist), which, by 
the way,is a doctrin, in my judgment, not 
much improvement on the Christian ideas, 
except that eternal misery is not in their bill 
of fare. 

Your article on Romanism, in the Znvesti- 
gator of the 16th inst., is most excellent 
and timely, and the subject is one which 
should receive the hardest hits, and most 
frequent, and íhe best writers should giv 
their best efforts in that direction. 

Miss Helen H. Gardener has given Cathol- 
icism some hard hits, for which honor and 
thanks are due. 

As I am no writer and a stranger, I hav al- 
ready said too much, perhaps, but wish to 
thank you again for your good work, and 
especially for your interest in the little chil- 
dren, where innocence and honesty is most 
frequently found, and where the hope of the 
future will is to be expected and labored for. 

Very respectfully, W. W. Wirsox. 


[We are very grateful for the good opinion 
of our brother Wilson, and it shall be our 
aim to continue to merit his, as well as the 
approval of all our friends who find pleasure 
in our efforts for the development of children 
in a natural, healthy, and intelligent manner. 
—En. C. C.] 


Science Column. 


Physical Series. 


6. Creation. Matter cannot be created. A 
seed may be planted and grow into a tree, 
but nothing is created; the matter of which 
the tree consists was absorbed from the soil 
and the air. A child is born and grows, but 
the matter of which the child is composed 
formerly existed as food, either of the child 
or of its parents. 

When rain or snow falls to the earth, no 
new matter is brought into existence; the 
water rises from the surface of the earth and 
seas in the form of vapor, and afterward falls 
as rain or snow. The water which fiows 
down rivers is supplied in this way. 

Every particle of matter which exists now 
has existed through the countless ages of the 
past, and will continue to exist in the future. 
Nothing we can do, no treatment to which 
we can subject it, will either create or destroy 
the smallest conceivable particle of matter. 

Hereafter when we speak of a body being 
destroyed, it must be understood that we 
speak of the body and not of the matter it is 
composed of. Thus, if a glass bottle be 
broken into small pieces, the bottle is de- 
stroyed but the glass is not. 

7. Gravitation. Every particle of matter 
attracts every other particle of matter; this is 
called gravitation. What we call weight is 
the attraction between the earth and smaller 
bodies near its surface. The reason why 
bodies fall to the earth when unsupported is 
on account of this attraction. The weight of 
a body at a given place is the measure of the 


quantity of matter which it contains. We 
can do anything we please with a body, but 
we cannot increase its weight unless we add 
something to it, for, as we hav already 
learned, no particle of matter can be created, 
neither can its weight be diminished, for mat. 
ter cannot be destroyed. Thus, when we 
want to know how much matter a body con. 
tains, we weigh it, because its weight is pro. 
portional to the quantity of matter it contains, 
8. Remarks. The three facts which we hay 
now learned, that matter cannot be created, 
destroyed, or altered in weight, are as im. 
portant in chemistry as in physics. They 
may be regarded as the foundation-stones of 
all natural science. It is necessary to under. 
stand them thoroughly, since what follows 
depends upon them. There is no supreme 
power creating and destroying matter at 
pleasure. Imagin the havoc which would 
ensue if there were. There could be no cer. 
tainty, no law, no order, no substantial rea. 
soning. We could draw no conclusions in 
regard to bodies if at any moment they 
might be destroyed or changed. We could 
not rely upon anything, for it might suddenly 
be destroyed, or something unexpected might 
be created. G. G. GROWER. 


When (4) iron ruste, or (5) is dis- 
Ans.: Chemical. W 


When (10) dits is 
burnt, or (11) brass becomes tarnished? 


hemi- 
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THE STORY HOUR. 
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BY MISS SUSAN H. WIXON. 
Over a hundred fine illustrations. 


Bible Temperance: 


LIQUOR DRINKING 


Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
by the Bible, 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


This is a companion book to Remsburg’s “ Bible 
Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


85 Cents Each. 
Address TEF TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


P | Y | | 
—0— 
A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- . 
ican Revolution. Containing 


both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSGLL. 
; — 


The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. 


TOGETHER WITH 


A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s - 


dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


78pp. Price 15 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OQ. 


—————ÁÉÓÁÓ TTT 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, APRIL 2 1887. 


Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


x ' OALIFORNIA. 
. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
; : — OANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto 
ames Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
: OOLORADO.. 
iJ. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 802 State street, and Brentano 
"^ Bros., Chicago. 
i INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
i KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 


MAINE. 
B. O. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
8). 


` MASSACHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
ae R MIOHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 469.1 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 
: MONTANA. 
,O. B. Whitford, Butte City. 
: NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
2 NEW YOBK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. . 
"Ohas F. Gaul, 865 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
* OHIO. 
N. Hexter, 808 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. 
. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 


; PENNSYLVANIA. * 
= Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 315 North 10th st., Phila, 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
^W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
TENNESSEE. 
. Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 
TEXAS. 
.. Ja. Andruss, Denison. 
' T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 


= UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
-W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 


VIRGINIA. 
Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, Snowville. 


" ENGLAND. 
‘Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
; London. 


Robt. G. Inzersoll's 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 
in the suit of the 


. Bankers and Merchants’ 
TV 6f graph Company 


against the . 
Western Union Telegraph Company 


So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that Tux TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for tén cents each. 


SPIRITUALISM 
|... Sustained 
By the Bible. 


BY COL. JOHN R. KELSO. 
CONTENTS: 


SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE BIBLE. 

SiPrRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE OHRIS- 
TIAN CHUROH. 

SPIRITUALISM A NECESSITY IN GOD'S GEN- 
ERAL GOVERNMENT. 

SPIRITUAL MEDIUMSHIP. 

OBJECTIONS To SPIRITUALISM ANSWERED. 


Like all Taz TRUTH SrexKer’s publications, the 

` mechanical execution of the work is all that could 

be desired. Good paper, clear type—in short, a 
neat little volume. 

"The primary object of the work, as its title indi. 
cates, is to sustain Spiritualism, but the absurdi- 
ties of the Christian religion, and the abomina- 
tions of the old Jew book, get a terrible shaking 
up. The book contains much to interest every 
intelligent reader. . . . Colonel Kelso hasdone 
much acceptable work in the cause of Freethought 

. and Liberalism all over the land. Send for his 
new book—read it—put it into the hands of every 
; Ohristian ; it will teach him that the way of the 
..fool is foolishness. Every Liberal who reads it 
wil certainly find his “Spiritual” strength re- 
uewed.—Jo v rèk. 
x Bouna a cioth, 245 pp., price $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
tf 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


, 


Tele- 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
BY W. 8. BELL. 


“Iam very much pleased with it; and I wish the 
eyenty thousand ministers of this country were 
' obliged to purchase the pamphlet and read every 


"Word of it.” 
Price 15 eenta. For  eatthisofüos 
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f BUY ONLY 
Good Goods at Lowest Prices. 


The following area few of my leaders, all of 
which are latest improved, best make, solid coin 
silver, op: n face or hunting, American stem-wind 
watches, and guaranteed strictly as represented 
or cash refunded : 2 ounce case, 7 jewels, $10 ; 8 
ounce, $11; 4 ounce, $12, With 11 jeweled move- 
nents, $12.50, $18.50, $14 50; 5 ounce, $16; 6 ounce, 
$17.50. with full (15) jeweled movement, pat. reg- 
ulator, $16, $17. $18, $19.50, 6 ounce, $21; adjusted 
to heat and cold, add. $4, being only $25 for this 
magnificent, 6 ounce, ful jeweled, adjusted watch 
usually soid for $85 to $40. ‘Ihe following are a. 
best 14 karat gold filled gold watches, cases ele- 
gant and latest style, and guaranteed by special 
certificate from factory and myself for 20 years : 
1 jewels, $24.50 ; 11 jewels, $27 ; 15 jewels, $30. Ad- 
justed, #34, cheap at $40 and practically as good as 
any $100 watch a lifetime. Ladies’ watches, same 
best quality cases : 7 jewels, $20 ; 11 jewels, $22 ; 15 
jewels, $28. In good 2d quality filled cases, $2 to 
$5 less. Ladies’ 14k. solid gold watches, $30, $32, $38. 
Heavier gold cases in embossed, chased, enam- 
eled, Louis XIV. style, diamond ornamentations. 
eto., $5 to $50 extra, Gents’ 14 k. sobd gol 
watches, from $45 up. Swiss watches, to close out, 
very low. Theabove all guaranteed below bottom 
prices elsewhere er cash refunded. are care- 
fully inspected before sending, warranted for one 
year, and sent prepaid if on line of American Ex. 
office. Sundries: Best rolled gold plated chains 
and charms for ladies or gents, $2, $3, $4, $5, usual- 
ly sold for $3 $4, $5, to$7. Jewelry, latest styles. 
full line, 25 per cent below regular prices. Bes 
spectacles in the world, $1. Genuin pebbles, $2. 

ent prepaid in case, Hye-glasses, same price. 
(Send line of finest print you can read distinctly 
without glasses and state how many inches from 
eyes, and [ can suit you first time.) Good razor, 
$1. Best in the world—a luxury—t2. Extra fine 
strops, 50 cents. Set best violin strings, 50 cents, 
For guitar, 75 cents, 8 Ludwig harmonicas, 50 
cents. Best achromatic opera glasses, $4, $5 ; in 
pearl, $8 to $12. Large field glasses, $8, #10. Sig. 
nal gervice, $12. atches cleaned, $1. Springs 
$1. Jewels, $1. And returned free. Best work 
‘Try me. OTTO WETTSTEIN, 

. Rochelle, Ill. 
Designer and patentee of New Freethought Badge 
in pins and charms, 2 sizes, solid gold, enameled 
in 4 colors; and most beautiful_badge ever de- 
signed. Small, $2, $2.75, $360. Large,$8 to $5; 
with genuin diamond, $8, $10; and charms up to 
$15. Demand daily increasing. Agents wanted. 


THE BIBLE AND DARWINISM. 
By AnrHUR B. Moss. 


Six smartly written essays. Price 95 cents. 


_ The Freethinker says: ‘‘ Mr. Moss is an indefat- 
igable pamphleteer. His latest publication com- 
e 


pares f. ible with science and shows their in- 


compatibility, and how the stupendous verities of 
nature transcend the myths and fables of the rev» 
elation of the Jews.” 


Also by the same author, 


BIBLE ERRORS AND SECULAR TRUTH, 
Price 30 cents. 
Address Tux TRUTH SEEKER Company. 


BLASPHEMY .; 


—AND— 


THE BIBLE. 


BY C. B. REYNOLDS. 


' Showing that the Bible and the believers in 
are the real blasphemers, and not the fecu 
larists. 

This is the pamphlet for the distribution 
which Mr. Reynolds. is now indicted, and to be 


TRIED FOR BLASPHEMY 


May 8d. 
Price, 10 Cents; 6 for 50 cents; 18 for $t.. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


S. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 


Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wandermgs, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
** A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day."—Jonn 
Swinton’s Paper. 

Golden Throne, a Romance. “The 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. The book:s filled with. 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words—. 
the transcript ofa manly mind. _ Every Liberal; 
should read Golden Throne,’ "—INGERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation, 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In-. 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein itt$. 
shown there is much in harmony between, 
them. Price, 10 cts. 


Prometheus: A poem. “It is crammed} 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 


poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi-. 
nary beauty.”—DR. HENRY W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 


other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 


Adami and Heyva. A Poetic version 
version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
copy =the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 
cents. 

For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA, 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; J. M. Pryse and J , 
M. Burgler, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 

rise,the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generally 

the practical solution of the problem of Integral 
Go-operation. Price, $1 a year; 60 cents for six. 
* 25 cents for three months : 
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Gloetry. 


‘The Conspirators. 


Lo! the house with arch and steeple, 
Where the black bands gather strong, 
Still contriving 'gainst the people 
Covert plot or brazen wrong ; 
Skilled an ancient lie to foster, 
Hearts to harden, minds degrade; 
Power the stake, the game imposture— 
Keener sharpers never played. 


If the good and elevated 
Are in crowds among their friends, 
"Tis because their schemes are baited 
With pretentious moral ends. 
Nurture, habit. special culture, 
Bo may warp the wisest'eyes, 
Few detect the greedy vul*ure 
Hidden in the dove's disguise. 


Reason, ethics, logic, history, 
Champions of the truth unawed, 

Foes to mountebants and mystery, 
Each has slain their monstrous fraud; 

Bant what boots the work of slaughter? 
See! revive its vampire veins— 

The true hydra, * born of. water 
And the spirit " in sick brains. 


What conditions were coeval 
With the priest's unchallenged sway ? 
Prostrate, hoveless of retrieval, 
Freedom, art, and genins lay. 
Their revival, what attended 
If not superstition’s wane? 
Nation's wbere her might is ended 
Rank the first in glory's train. 


When, from interest, priests hav aided 
Once or twice the cause of right, 
How the instance is paraded ! 
What a mammoth £rowa the mite ! 
Butin vain their specious glozing ; 
Truth—prevent her if you can— 
Throws into the scale opposing 
All the crimes 'gainst her and man. 


Say, was superstition’s martyr 
Worth the sparkle of a coal? 

Did he die for nature's charter, 
Written on the human sonl? 

When the bigots rushed to chain bim— 
Bigots like himself, forsooth— 

Did a patriot's cause sustain him , 
Or a sage's love of truth ? 


Fiends in strife for place and power 
Failed their fellows to evict, 

And, when came the torturing hour, 
Felt but what they would inflict. 
Or, at best, some vague abstraction 

Touchinz naught that cau concern 
Man in healthy thought and action, 
Made the wretches gag and burn. 


Thanks to thoughts once judged felonious— 
Judged and doomed without appeal— 

If to-day the sanctimonious 
Rage not still with stake and steel. 

Priest and presbyter and preacher— 

. Take what name each sectary may— 

All hav one essential feature— 

The undying lust of sway. 


Some would lord it with a miter, 
Like a crocodile on end, 

Some are “ sepulchers ” still whiter, 
Not by frankness they offend. 

Circe was not self-transforming, 
Shams disdain no shape to wear, 

Now the lion rampant, storming, 
Now the fox, to sneak and snare, 


They're divided ! Hail the omen! 
Hail, but close your ranks anew, 
Join no faction of your foemen, 
All are one in hate to you. 
At the bar of Reason, vainly 
Shall thay plead : '* We are at odds. 
Justice should distinguish plainly 
Who are Satan’s, who are God's. 


* Bons of Babel's painted ogress, 
Those from hell’s own cave hav swarmed, 
Strike them! Spare the friends of progress, 
The Protesting and Reformed !" 
Spare the poison plant till riper, 
Spare, in pity, spare the young 
Of the vile, engendering viper 
Till a thousand men are stung ! 


Streams from one unbealthy fountain, 
Carrving death in all their course, 

Fly them! Sink them! Move a mountain— 
Anything to stanch the source! i 

Still beware! Can worse befall us, 
Victors, than deceitful calm? 

Force has fled, shall guile enthral us? 
Wreathe no poppy with our palm. 


To be free—how old the story— 
Isto watch: 'tis worth the pains. 

Let a moment’s sleep come o'er ye; 
Nations, and ye wake in chains, 

Eloquence, amid your high rants 
'Gainst enslavers of their kind, 

Hav you none for subtler tyrants 
That emasculate the mind ? 


Bolts and gyves may call for patience 
If the free soul spurn their power, 

But & priesthood's incantations 
Palsy souls and then deflower. 

Our worst foes are not conspiring 
'Gainst our civic rights alone; 

Freemen, rise and fizht, untiring, 
Every form of slavery known. 


Allin man that’s undiluted 
By faith's “ sleepy drench ” is yours, 
All her arts hav not embruted 
Al that still aspires and soars. 
Armed for conquest, crested, starry, 
Science moves, alert, but calm, 
Who her fateful thrust shall parry? 
Not the cursing priests of sham. 


Even their mythic foe abhorred— 
Horror feigned, they do his hest— 


Wears no charm from foot to forehead 
Proof against her lance in rest. 

Boon the ruffian powers of evil 
Piaying man at pitch and toss 

All shall vanish, God and devil, 
Bigot-book and bloody cross. 


Then, these silly terrors perished 
(" Vested rights? of their concern), 
Quondam priests —faint hope but cherished— 
May some honest calling learn. 

They usurped our very nurseries; 

There we'll teach the coming race, 

Pointing to their wicked sorceries, | 

That they dupe, enslave, debase ; 
Till, in its perfected conscience, 
Wonder wakens how and when 
Brotherhoods of fraud and nonsense 
Ever swayed'a world of men. 
e 
. Books. 

LirrLE Lessons ror LrrvLE Fonxs. By Aunt 
Elmina (Mrs. E. D. Slenker). New York: 
Truth Seeker Co. Pp.98. Price 40 cents. 
Every Freethought parent who has chil. 

dren should purchase this little book for 

them. It might hav been very properly en- 
titled Juvenil Science Lessons. It should 
take the place in Liberal homes of the prayer, 

“Here I lay me down to sleep,” and the 

* Sunday-school Catechism” in orthodox 

families. This book will cultivate the reason- 

ing faculties in place of filling the young 
mind with superstitious ideas. The titles of 
these lessons are, ‘‘ Stars,” ‘ Monkeys,” 

‘* Wishes,” “ Fresh Air,” ** Matter and Life,” 

* Books,” “Clover,” ‘‘ Water,” ‘‘ Stones,” 

** Animals and Vegetables,” “ Little Leaves,” 

‘The Nerves,” ‘‘ The Sense of Smell,” ‘‘ He.. 

redity and Natural Selection," ** The Camel,” 

** The Frog,” ‘* The Cow,” “ Dolls,” ‘‘ Grass." 

Aunt Elmina is entitled to great credit for 

providing so valuable a book for the little 

ones.— Freethinker? Magazine. 

Aunt Elmina Drake Slenker has out a 
beautiful little book called, ‘‘ Little Lessons 
for Little Folks." By.sending 40 cents to the 
Truth Seeker Publishing Company, 28 Lafay- 
ette Place, New York, this little work can be 
obtained. The book abounds in hints on 
health and self-preservation, put in such 
shape as to be very attractiv to little folks. 
The work is nicely bound, and will make a 


i valuable addition to a child's collection.— The 


Queen Bee. 


“Little Lessons for Little Folks,” by 
Aunt Elmina (Mrs. E. D. Slenker) puts into 
98 sensible pages many facts which children 
need to know, and teaches wholesome moral- 
ity without religious imposition.— The Word. 

We hav examined this handsome little 
manual on natural science for the young with 
care, and think it could be placed in the 
hands of every child to its lasting benefit. In 
fact, many older people could read it to ad- 
vantage.— Haz, . 

Ihav read * Little Lessons," and will say 
that it surpasses what I expected for it, and 
without any wish to giv undue praise, it is 
the best book for children I hav ever read. I 
would recommend every teacher to keep sev- 
eral copies of it in school for supplementary 
reading and composition work.— Theo.. Ro- 
mine. : 


Try-SquarE; or, The Church of Practical 
Religion. By Reporter. New York. The 
Truth Seeker Co., 28 Lafayette Place, 1887. 
Under the guise of a stenographer taking 

notes the author givs an interesting volume of 

reports of conversations and discussion had 
in church and social meetings. Job Sawyer 
is a character with a great deal of ‘horse 
sense,” and a blunt, plain way of expressing 
himself. He has opinions on church and 
state, religion and economics, which are 
worth reading. He and the parson are a cap- 
ital pair. The book is breezy and radical. 
It sweeps the ground pretty thoroughly. 
Pp. 312. : 


RATIONAL Communism. The Present and the 
Future Republic of North America. By A 
Capitalist. Same publishers. : 

There is little need to recommend this book. 
It should be read, and carefully. Its picture 
of the New York of the near future is a brill- 
iant dream, but nevertheless it presents a 
direct possibility. It is clear and well writ- 
ten. 

** Little Lessons for Little Folks," by Aunt 
Elmina (Mrs. E. D. Slenker); ** The New 
God,” by Samuel P. Putnam, and the Teurn 
SEEKER ANNUAL AND FRERTHINKERS! ALMANAO 
are works from the same house, whose special 
Freethought works are well known. Mr. 
Putnam's discourse, “The New God,” is 
scholarly and eloquent, like all that comes 
from his pen or lips. In the Annuar there is 
a valuable compilation of the Sunday, oath, 
and blasphemy laws of the states and terri- 
tories of the United States. The extent of 


some of these strange “survivals” is a sur- 
prising fact.—Zhe Leader. 


Not long ago Dr. Augustus Le Plongeon 
published & work entitled ‘‘ Sacred Mysteries 
Among the Mayas and the Quiches," being 
the result of his explorations in Central 
America. His. wife, Alice Le Plongeon, ac- 
companied him, and has now written her own 
experiences, and printed them under the title. 
“Here and There in Yucatan.” The book 
has 146 pages of quite interesting reading, 
and sells for $1.25. 


The TRuTH SEEKER ANNUAL AND FREE- 
THINKEES' ALMANAO for. 1887 has been re- 
ceived. It isa book of about 100 pages, re- 
plete with interesting and useful reading; 
containing a calendar with chronological 
table of important facts, ‘‘ Freethought in the 
United States ;” ‘‘ Liberty," by Grover Cleve- 
land; ‘The Coming Dawn,” by D. Louis 
Bodge; ‘‘ Freethought Abroad;” ‘‘ Sunday. 
Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the United 
States;" “The Right to Testify,” by F. M. 
Holland; ‘‘The American Secular Union,” 
by Samuel P. Putnam; ‘The Parson,” a 
story by SiSlokum. It contains more than.a 
dozen full-page engravings. The price is 
only 25 cents to any address. Published by 
the Truth Seeker Company, New York.— 
Home Advocate. 


“Tre Origin of the Christian Bible,” by 
O. B. Whitford, published by the Truth 
Seeker Company, New York, is a very inter- 
esting treatis upon this complicated question. 
The author plunges headlong into a sea of 
arguments and reasonings, and while now 
and then a trifle too captious in his assertions, 
makes a very elaborate and readable: article. 
In his closing remarks the author says: ‘‘ Let 
us search for truth, the only object of the 
honest man, and exterminate the figments of 
hypocrisy by converting the many elaborate 
edifices of dogmatical worship into schools 
for teaching the arts and sciences. . . . 
Every independent mind, susceptible of phi- 
losophical reasoning, is a pillar of strength to 
the future prosperity of the human race. 
Then teach the coming generation to respect 
the entire human family by demonstrating 
that man is a being capable of receiving truth; 
that it is always falsehood which injures men 
—visibly traced to error, which has no rem- 
edy but reason."— Galveston News. 


** The George-Hewitt Campaign,” compiled 
by Louis F. Post, and Fred. (.-Leubuscher, 
is No. 838 of Lovell’s Library. The compila- 
tion givs a history of the nomination of Henry 
George for Mayor of New York and of his 
acceptance and campaign. Mr. Leubuscher 
was the stenographer who took down the 
speeches, and it is to be presumed that Mr. 
Post was the compiler of the volume. With 
8 fairness that is commendable, these gentle- 
men hav given us, not only the speeches 
made by Mr. George and his supporters, but 
also those made by hischief opponent, Abram 
Hewitt, together with an account of all the 
important events of the campaign from be- 
gining to end, including the final result in 
tabulated figures. 
the book of nearly two hundred pages is 
Colonel Ingersoll’s letter, read at the Cooper 
Union meeting. As to the compilers of ** The 
George-Hewitt Campaign,” it may be said 
that Mr. Post is a journalist of ability, and 
the author of Zruth’s ‘“ Sunday Sermons,” 
which were weekly copied into Taz TauTH 
SEEKER a few years ago. Mr. Leubuscher is 
an enthusiastic young lawyer and supporter 
of Henry George, and gave his services as 
stenographer during the lively times last fall. 
He is one of the trustees of the Society of 
Humanity. This work will be of value 
whether the Labor party livs or dies. If that 
party reached its greatest hight last election 
day, the event was at least worthy of being 
recorded in history; and if the demonstra- 
tion at that time was only an earnest of what 
is coming, then, certainly, it should not be 
lost sight of. The book sells for 20 cents. 


The Truth Seeker Company has recently 
published a pamphlet entitled, ‘‘ Economic 


„Equities : a Compend of the Natural Laws of 


Industrial Production and Exchange,” by 
J. K. Ingalls, author of ‘ Social Wealth." It 


is an able and dispassionate consideration of- 


the subjects of social industry, wealth, rents, 
values, wages, and motivs to labor. It dis- 
cusses these topics in their economic phases, 
without any reference whatever to political 
and legislativ aspects. The same company 
has published ‘Little Lessons for Little 
Folks,” by Aunt Elmina (Mrs. Slenker). The 
little ones are informed that they are com- 
posed of oxygen, hydrogen, nitrogen, chlo- 


One of the best things in. 


rine, and fluorine, which are gases; and car. 
bon, phosphorus, sulphur, silicon, potassium, 
sodium, calcium, lithium, magnesium, iron, 
manganese, copper, and lead. It is hoped 
that none of them will be induced to make an 
ante-mortem examination of themselvs to ags- 
certain if the statement is correct. They will 
be glad to know, if they do not already know, 
that plants manufacture protoplasmic food 
for themselvs from the primary elements, 
after these elements are combined into water, 
carbonic acid, and ammonia. Is is important 
that they should be informed, in case the 
subject was overlooked in their kindergarten 
instructions, that a Rhizopod is one of the 
Protista, and that the forming of protoplasm 
of Protista, of plant and animal life from pro- 
toplasm, and of protoplasm from the ele- 
ments, is called spontaneous generation. 
Little boys will be more interested than ever 
in the monkey when they learn that he be-- 
'ongs to the class Mammalia and the order 
Quadrumana; and they will stare the longer 
at Barnum's camels when they know that the 
camel is of the genus Camelus, and the order 
Ruminantia. They will find sermons in 
stones when they read that there are three 
kinds of building stone—siliceous, calcare- 
ous, and composit. Little girls will love 
their dolls the more when they are told that 
the name “doll” is from Dorothy, or from 
idol, and the French name is poupée, the Ger- 
man puppe, from the Latin pupa, a girl.— 
Home Journal. ; 


Obituary. 

Departed this life from Eden Mills, Vt., Feb- 
ruary 20th, Mr. Charles White, aged 74 
years, 7 months, and three days. ` 
Although a nativ of Massachusetts, having 

been born at Uxbridge, Mr. White passed, 
with the exception of nine years, his long 
and useful life in Lamville Co., Vt., and was 
for fifty-five years a resident of Eden. En- 
dowed by nature with an inquiring and 
acute mind, he early seized with avidity upon 
whatever opportunity for gaining knowledge 
presented itself, and with each succeeding 
year devoted more time to reading and medi- 
tation, until his mind was indeed a store- 
house of valuable information. He was ex- 
ceptionally conversant with the history and 
teachings of religion, both Christian and 
pagan. Strong in his convictions and tena- 
cious of his opinions, he was, nevertheless, 
tolerant of^spirit and respectfulto all. Gen- 
ial and affectionate in his family, faithful and 
obliging to his friends, upright, punctual, and 
diligent in business, always on the side of 
the oppressed, in him the friendless found a 
friend, and from him the needy would not 
turn away empty-handed. His religion was 
to do good, to lighten sorrow, to lessen need, 
and add to human joy. He leaves a wife, 
with whom he passed fifty-three years of 
more than ordinary domestic concord, four 
children, and several grandchildren to deeply 
mourn his earthly loss, while a large circle of 
friends and acquaintances lament the depart- 
ure of so kind a neighbor and worthy man. 


TRY-SQUARE; 


OR, 
The Church of Practical Religion. 


BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pu!pit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concerm religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attentiv while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


| WORKS OF O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 


Christianity a Reward for Crime. 
Authenticated by the Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 29 pages, - - ^ 106 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. - 


Paper, 12mo, 47 pages, . - * 180, 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages; 2c. 


A Masonic Vindication of Right. 
A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 86 pages, - » e - 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 
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Ingersoll’s Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five: lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
* Humboldt,” “ Thomas Paine,” ** Individual- 
ity,” and “ Heretics and Heresies.” 


The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, 1.25. 
ontents: “'The Ghosts,” “ Libe for Ma 
Woman, and Ohild,” “ The Doo EON of tn: 
dependence,” “About Farming in Ilinois,” 
pid fa Banquet,” 4f The ] 3 Alexander 
r e Past Rises 
Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon O. ngarsoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 


cloth, $1.25. 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. i 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


- ,Per, 35 cents., 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 


. Ingersoll Judge Jeremiah 8; Black, and Prof. 
Gorgo . Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
Orthodoxy. 56 pages, .12mo, paper, 
10.cents, $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
largo clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan. X cents; 50 

cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

` ,, Millions of these should be circulated. Ca 

Vindication of Thomas: Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. i 


Address on the Civit Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo; paper, 10 cents. 
Ingersoll 8 Lectures Complete. 
ound in one Volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on **Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. : 
Tributes. There hav been so many. 
spplications for Mr. Ingersoll’s “Tribute to 
is Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 
“Little Harry Miller's Grave," that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing; and the four will be forwarded 
to any address, for 50cts, or either one for 15cts. 
Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book is a gem. It is a model in every re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
beat ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated * Decoration Day Oration,’ never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “ tributes ” 
-heretofore printed in Various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, ar; ents, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versations of the author. The work is designed 
for and'will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve t 
urpose, & fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ac simile, has been prepared enpecia or it. 
Price,in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
|a, calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 
The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 


Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 
ife, price, $1.50 . Ev dmi f th 
apostles o ligious Liberty. should hav them. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 


panels 103x17, $3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 
nts. x 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 
Oloth, $1.25. For Sale at thia Office. 


W.S. BELL’S PAMPHGETS. 


The Conflict between Christianity 
and Civilization. 


PRICE, 15 CENTS. 


Ib is a stuuner; concise scholarly, and good.—, 
M. E. Billings. , : 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
PRICE, 15 CENTS. 

Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 

discourse.—James Parton. 
. Iam much pleased with your address, and will 

notice it in Maa.—T. B. Wakeman. 

A beautiful pamphlet of 38 pages. Itis a Very 
able paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 

ge. 


- ^ - - - - 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTS. 


The: number of heads under which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which each point is dis- 
cussed, shouid be highly commended. . Therefore 

take great pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition ” to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only 1n the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principies of self government.— 
J.J. McCabe. 


Inzersoll's Tributes. 


REOUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
Printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: 

The Vision of War, 
Tribute to his Brother, . 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 

The price of these heretofore has been $1.00. We 
offer them now: at FIFTEEN OENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 

i 28 Lafayette PL, New York. 
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SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Exact Ratios in Its The Heathens of the Heath, A nel 


Acquirement and Apportionment. 
By J. K. INGALLS. 


CONTENTS: Economie Schools: a brief re- 
view of their Origin and Growth; Rise and 
Growth of Capitalism; Unearned Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Social’ Wealth; Land Own- 
ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
the Produetiv Factors; Partnership and Co-op- 
eration; Law of Contracts; Money and Credit; 
Of Value or Economic Ratios; Taxation as a 
Remedy; Reforms, not Remedies; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conclusion. 

Price, Cloth, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
` 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, itis now known to be the work of 
H. Borer, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


Umxss WHo Dip Somernina BESIDES 
Merom Boe "MARING Monry. 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERIOANS. 
BY JAMES PARTON. 


This book contains 400 pages, plainly printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
Mr. Parton’s works need no commendation. They 
are standard. : 
Price, - $1.25. 
ER 


Address Naw York. 


THE TRUTH SEEK 
28 Lafayette Place. 


The Secret of the East, 
OR 


The Origin of the Christian Religion 
and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


— 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


— 


Price, $1.00. For sale at this office. 
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FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonn 
Creeds, Day of 


author of Exeter Hall, Fa: 
Price reduced. Paper, 


Rest, etc. 500 pages. 
90 cents: cloth, $1.25. 


Exeter Hall. “ One of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day." Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot's works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404pages. $1.25. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radicalstory. From the London edition, By 
inwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 


f 80 cents. 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. € 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was soarcely prepared to ex- 
ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
From sọ gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks.” Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 60 cents 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish that the friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 


By Gro. M. DAVENPORT. This is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 32 well-filled pages. costing only 
* a quarter,” but as full of meat as an one. It is 
well called i alas rer for we find nothing un- 
practical init. Hens, ducks, uo and turkeys. 
are particularly discussed and their economic 
broedin and Keeping treated of. There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and; all in all, it is a Very useful addition to 
the poultry literature of the day. 

TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


REPLY 
TO BEY. L. A. LAMBERTS 
“NOTES ON INGERSOLL’ 
By B. W. Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of the Oatholic priests 
Historica! misstatements. 
Pric. Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 Cents. 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:80 and 7:80 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social Questions, 
Able speakers interest the audience, N.B.—Trath 


Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Ear 
of Essex and his bride, a.D., 1590. By Ww. Henny 
Burr. Priee, 25 cents. For sale at this office. 


. 


SHOPPEL'S MODERN HOUSES” No, 8, 

(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 

A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces, for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
tor puttin them together. 

ile the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. Itis, in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
mon popular designs, 80 exact that itis useful to 
uilders. 

55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 

$500 to $15,000). 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1 New, Design for a Chapel. 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 
(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 

An Article on Villa Park Associations. 


BENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE, $1. 
Address 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASSO'N, 
191 Broadway (Box 2702): New York. 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 

From the German of MAX NORDAU. 


REYENTH EDITION. 
most powertully written book.—Phila. Record 
is Book is not a Book! It is a Deed and 
those who oppose it will prove that they fear it.— 
Vienna News. Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
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The ible Analyzed 


John R. Kelso, A.M, 
= The Ney T: Th 
The Old Testament.—The New Testament.—The 
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Blows of the She. |THE DADE 


‘A Rosa BoxHEUR picture, entitled, ‘‘ The 
Horse Fair,” which brought $53,000 at the 
recent sale of A. T. Stewart’s art collection, 
was bought by Cornelius Vanderbilt, and pre- 
sented by him to the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art. 


Tue jury disagreed in 


RDF 


Discussion Between 
Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, 
Linton, Reville. 

On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
OONTENTS: 
I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. ByHon. 
. E. Gladstone. 
IL. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 


preters of Nature. By Prof, T. H. Huxley. 


| II. Postegript to Solar Myths. By Prof. Max 


er. 


the case of Boodle Alder- 
man Cleary. 


EwPEROR WILIAM of 
Germany has celebrated 
his 90th birthday. 

Siz JouN MAODONALD, 
the head of the Canadian 
government, is to be ele- 
vated to the peerage. 


SussonrPTIONS for a 
monument to the late 
Henry Ward Beecher hav 
reached about $3,000. 


Firtzzn Anarchists 
hav been arrested at 
Vienna, Austria, charged 
with conspiring to de- 
stroy the whole city. 

Tue police of New 
York last Saturday burnt 
up more than $30,000 
worth of gamblers’ uten- 
sils which they had 
seized in their raids upon 
gamblers. 


Governor Hirt has 


signed the Tilden Trust 
bil, an act which pro- 
vides that the executors 


GREATION. 


Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. 
By Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 

Dawn of Orem. P Tras ed Mr. Giad- 
tone, e; r) .D. 

Mr. Gladstone and Genesis By Prof. T. H. 


ey. 
A Protest anda Plea, 
ton 


YI. 


This is a new book and contains the latest discus- ` 


sion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of the 
participants are a guarantee of its able character, 


Price; paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents, 
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of the will of the late . 


Samuel J. Tilden shall 
build and maintain a free 
public library. As the 
heirs of Mr. Tilden are 
contesting the will, the 
building of the library is 
a matter of uncertainty. 


Ir is now understood that Mrs. Langtry, 
the English beauty, will marry Fred Geb- 
hard, an American youth, as soon as she can 
‘procure a divorce from her present husband. 


Last Friday night a young woman was 
murdered and robbed, just outside the main 
streets of Rahway, N. J. The body has not 
been identified, and there is no clue to the 
murderer. 


Tux ocean race from New York to Cork 
Harbor between the two American yachts 
Coronet and Dauntless for a sweepstakes of 
$20,000 was won by the Coronet, which 
reached her destination on Sunday noon, after 
a tempestuous voyage of nearly fifteen days. 
The Dauntless was a hundred miles behind. 


LIEUTENANT ZALINBEI bas a gun planted at 
Fort Lafayette, in New York harbor, which 
throws 150-pound dynamite shells two imiles 
anda half. The gun is sixty feet long and 
works by compressed air. The shells ex- 
plode with terrific force when they strike. 
United States officers witnessed some satis- 
factory experiments with this new gun last 
Saturday. 

Tax ocean steamer Scotia with 800 Italian 
immigrants on board, went ashore last week 
on Long Island, and the passengers were 
landed in boats. She was two weeks over- 
due and the occupants of the steerage were 
nearly starved, and all of them are destitute. 
The captain mistook Long Island for New 
York, and did not know that land was near 
until his ship stuck in the sand. The New 
York authorities will look after the immi- 
grants and will probably condemn the most 
ofthem as paupers and send them back to 
sunny Italy. 


TuE religious Janitor Titus, of the Hack- 


ettstown, N. J., Methodist institute, who out- 
raged and murdered Tillie Smith, the house- 
maid, has had his sentence commuted from 
hanging to imprisonment for life. Great in- 
dignation is felt toward the judges who com- 
muted the sentence, as Titus has confessed 
that he did the killing, and has added to his 
crime the infamy of traducing his victim. He 
now alleges that he had for a long time sus- 
tained intimate relations with the girl, and 
choked her to death in a fit of anger when she 
informed him that she was in trouble and 
asked him to help her. The testimony of 
the physicians positivly denies this story. If 
any man could deserve hanging, this Titus 
deserves to be hanged twice. It may be of 
consolation to religious people to know that 
Mr. Titus occupies the greater part of his lei- 
sure time in reading the Bible. 


i r 
By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 


I Gems of | Thought. | 


THE idea or dogma of a savior or redeemer to 
save the world from destruction is one that the 
world has believed in as far back as history ex- 
lends. Every religion and every nation has had 
its redeemer, and these hav been worshiped as the 
saviors of mankind.—D. M. Bennett. 


Dnuworoa Moss is the next object that survives 
in my memory, and Irving and I sitting by our- 
selvs under the silent skies, 


with & world all silent 
around us, . . . It was 


just here, as the sun was 
sinking, that Irving aot- 
ually drew from me by de- 
grees, in the softest man- 
ner, the confession that I 
did not think as he of the 
Christian religion, and that 
it was vain for me to ex- 
pect*l ever could or shoud. 
This, if this was so, he had 
pre-engaged to take well 
from me, and right loyally 
he did so, and to the end of 
his life we needed no con- 
cealments on that head, 
which was really a step 
gained.—Cariyle's Reminis- 
cences, [No TE,.CWe hav 
here as candid a confession 
Of faith, or want of faith, 
as Oarlyle has anywhere 
treated us to. It is humili- 
ating and pitiful to think 
that, through all his life, he 
never took the world into 
his confidence so complete- 
ly as he took his friend, 
Edward Irving; that glori- 
ous night in Drumelog 
Moss. Itisasad spectacle 
to see a man of Carlyle’s 
vigor of mind binding him- 
self to obsolete dogmas 
which he saw through and 
despised, and was yet un- 
able to shake off. He con- 
tinued all his life to **siton . 
the fence," and was ever 
. ready to gív & bishop or 
Voltaire a rap over the 


ABRAM LEAVETH EGYPT. 


Odds and Ends, 


: Ir would seem appropriate for Michiganders to 
marry Portuguese, but they seldom do. 


For bis good work in Boston, Sam Jones is said 
to hay received $19,000. - But $19,000 worth of good 
work in Boston won't make much of a show. 


“I wav found out what it was the wild waves 
were saying,” observed the snake editor. ‘“ What 
was it?” asked the horse editor. '*Let us spray.” 


Waar is the difference between a writing-pad 
that cost’s a cent and an Irishman’s pen? One is 
a pad for a penny and the other is a pen fora 
Paddy. . s 


Tue old style was to go around loose in tight 
trousers, Now the styleis to go around tight in 
loose trousers. Styles change, but the young men 
remain about the same. 


Sam JoxES's brother has taken to preaching in 
Georgia, and they are talking of giving up Pro- 
hibition and going back to rum, in the hope that 
things will quiet down a little. 


Mistress (severely): “I hav made the fire and 
cooked the breakfast!" New Servant: ‘ Well, 
mum, you needn’t wait for me, After this, sit 
down and ate whin yez get it ready.” 


WHEN a boy on his way to Sunday-school loses 
the nickel he has been carrying for the missionary 
box, he is torn with agonizing remorse because he 
didn't spend it for peanuts before it was wasted, 


Soms St. Paul investigators hav decided that the 
word “toboggan” is from the Ojibwa word 
“ odaban;," which means any Vehicle by which any- 
thing is drawn. Ergo, a corkscrew is a toboggan. 


THE ancient proverb says, "You cannot get 
more out of a bottle than you put in it." That’s 
an error. Besides what he puts m hecan geta 
headache, a sick stomach, and perhaps ten days in 
the lock-up. 

A PLEASANT young lad had a kfife 

Whose pitch was as sharp as a knife; 
‘So shrill was its shriek i 
That he ** busted" his chiek— 

And his neighbors are weary of klife, 


“Way does Congress take a recess?” asked 
Rollo; “to giv the members a rest?" “No, my 
son,” replied Rollo's father, “ to giv the country a 
rest, Congress never rests.” “And why not?" 
asked Rollo, inquiringly. ‘‘ Because,” replied his 
father, ‘it never does enough to make it tired.” 


“THERE is one thing about me,” said Dumley, 
as he wrote his name in the hotel register; “I pay 
as I go, and don't you forget to remember it !? 
"Any baggage?" demanded the clerk. ‘ No." 
“ Then you won't pay as you go; you'll pay as you 
come! Two dollars please, and remember not to 
forget it I” 


PRESBYTERIAN minister (with warmth): * Ah, my 
pious friend, this is indeed a rare treat. I would to 
heaven more young men joined my church of their 
own free wil. But you shall be reywarded—~” 
Pious Young Lawyer (who has just opened an 
office): “Thats it! The reward’s what I'm 
after. Fhe Methodist minister said there was no 
scandal in his church, and I didn’t stand a ghost 
of a show of getting a law practice there, so I 


And Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him: and they sent him away, and his wife, and all that he had.—Gen. xii, 20. 


knuckles, as opportunity 
occurred. Zros Tyrtusve 
was his motto. If the Ohris- 
tians care to claim the 
author of “Sartor Resar- 
tus” they may hav him. 
For honesty and straight- 


thought I’d come and see what arrangement I | forwardness of purpose, we decidedly prefer the 


could make with your church. If you'll guarantee 
me fifteen hundred the first year I'll join at once, 
What do you say?” ’ 


EF. G. B." writes from Stamford, Delaware 
Co.: * The Delaware river rises in this town, start- 
ing from several large springs on the mountain 
side, about three miles out of the village. The 
river, where it passes through the village, is but a 
small brook, and during the dry season it is care- 
fully guarded for fear-that some stray cow will 
come along and drink it up, and thus cut off the 
people of that vicinity from a direct water com- 
munication with Philadelphia and the ocean via 
Delaware bay, and make Stamford forever an in- 
lànd town." 


SENATOR DAWES does not pose as a humorist, 
but his wit is keen at times. During the boundary 
line controversy between Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island the subject came up at & dinner- 
table in Washington, and a Rhode Island member 
of Congress, waxing indignant over it, exclaimed 
to Mr. Dawes: “Dawes, it’s a shame for Massa- 
chusetts to attempt to steal a part of Rhode 
Island! a confounded shame!" ‘Don’t make so 
much fuss about it,” retorted Dawes. “If we 
should steal your whole state it would be only 
petit larceny, and a justice of the peace would hav 
urisdiction,”” 


A witty critic, with his ready tongue, 
Half jestingly, and half in earnest, said, 
To the fair lady he was soon to wed: 
“Tcannot claim my pedigree among 
The famous ones whose praises hav been sung ; 
L^w-born am I, dear madam, and low-bred ; 
And of my relativs, alive or dead, . 
The only noted one, I’ve heard, was hung.” 
The lady answered him, with keenest wit, 
** I’m sure, dear sir, you need not mention it; 
I, like yourself, can claim but humble birth; 
And if,” she added, with a touch of mirth, 
“ No one was ever hung among my kin, 
I doubt not, more than fifty should hav been." 


Sam Jonzs received $19,000 for one month's work 
in Boston. Itis now a “stand-off "as to which 
pays the best, being a professional face-pounder 
or & professional pulpit-pounder. Sam Jones and 
John Sullivan are both gathering in the shekels at 
about the same rate, and who knows but what, at 
no distant date, they will join forces and do the 
Twain-Cable act? John could come out on the 
stage and break a few faces, just to get the audi- 
ence interested ; then Sam could step forth while 
John was being rubbed down and save enough 
souls for a mess. Or,if there were a few souls 
present who refused to be saved, they could be 
brought on the stage and John could pound the 
religion into them. This double “Uncle Tom's 
Cabin” act would undoubtedly prove a great 
financial guccess, and every one would get the 
worth of his money.—Peck’s Sun, 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 


Secretary of the American Secular Union. 


Price 10 cents. 
Address THE [RUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


author of the “ Age of Reason.”—Aylaz.] à 
Tur myths of paganism are as dead as Osiris or . 

Zeus, and the man who should revive them in op- 
position to the knowledge of our time would be 
justly laughed to seorn; but the coeval imagina- 
tions current among the rude inhabitants of 
Palestine, recorded by writers whose very name 
and age are admitted by every scholar to be un- 
known, hav unfortunately not yet shared their 
fate, but even at this day are regarded by nine- 
tenths of the civilized world, as the authoritativ 
standard of fact, and the criterion of the justice 
of scientific conclusions, in all that relates to the 
origin of things, and among them of species. In 
this nineteenth century, as at the dawn of modern 
physical science, the cosmogony of the semi-bar- 
barous Hebrews is the incubus of the philosopher 
and the opprobrium of the orthodox. Who shall 
number the patient and earnest seekers after 
truth, from the days of Galileo until now, whose 
lives hav been embittered and their good name 
blasted by the mistaken zeal of Bibliolaters? Who 
shall count the host of weaker men whose sense of 
truth has been destroyed in the effort to harmo- 
nize impossibilities—whose life has been wasted in 
the attempt to force the generous, new wine of 
science into the old bottles of Judaism, compelled 
by the outcry of the same strong party ?—Huzley's 
Origin of Species. 


THERE is a moral sentiment in the human breast 
which, like intelligence, is born of obscure in- 
stincts, and which gradually becomes developed. 
Since the gods of men are the reflected images of 
men, it is evident that as men become developed 
in morality the character of their gods will also be 
improved. The king of a savage land punishes 
only offenses against himself and his dependents. 
But when that people become more civilized, the 
king is regarded as the representativ of public 
law. In the same manner the gods of a savage 
people demand nothing from their subjects but 
taxes and homage. They punish only heresy, 
which is equivalent to treason; blasphemy, which 
is equivalent to insult, and the withholding of trib- 
ute and adoration, whichis equivalent to rebellion. 
And these are offenses which, even among civilized 
nations, the gods are suffered to punish severely. . 
But the civilized gods also require that men shall 
act justly to one another. They are still despots 
for they order men to flatter them and to giv them 
money. But they are not mere selfish despots, 
they will reward those who do good; they will pun. 
ish those who do evil to their fellow-men.—Reade’s 
Martyrdom. of Man. 


Tuar the doctrin of endless punishment will be 
fully, and frankly, and in every form discarded 
while the popular religion—Christianity—surviver, 
cannot be expected. For, as has been declared, 
the article is an essential part of that religion, and 
will be maintained, literally or figurativly, by 
those who are interested in keeping the system 
alive. But that it is vanishing away before the 
brighter intelligence and the better heart of the 
modern world is very certain, and equally certain 
ibis that into the shadow of oblivion wil! go the 
kindred tenets with which it is associated.—Froth- 
ingham’s Dogma of Heit, 

Douwoan is in his grave; 
After life's fitful fever he sleeps well, ‘ 
Treason has done his worst; nor steel nor poison, 
| Malice, domestic, foreign laws, nothing f F 
. Can touch him further. ^ —Shakspere's Macbeth, . 
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dioíes and Clippings. 


` THERE is a rich man in the Black Hills, 
says the Bismarck Times, who dates the be- 
gianing of his fortune from the day when he 
sold his wife for $4,000. 


Tur Rev. Justin D. Fulton is crusading 
against the Catholic church. : He preaches 
twice & day at Masonic Temple, this city. 
What he has to say about Catholics bears 
with much the same force upon Protestants. 


Sir WILLIAM THOMPSON says: *' I think it 
would be exceedingly rash to assume as prob- 
able anything more than twenty million years 
of the sun's light in the past history of the 
earth or to reckon on more than five million 
orsix million years of sunlight for time to 
come." 


Ipa JoNEs was tried in this city last week 
for violating the Sunday law in selling a one- 
cent collar button to Policeman John J. Cum- 
mings of the Fifth street station on Sunday. 
Mrs. Jones told the court that the policeman 
had knocked at the door of her store at 242 
Bowery, said that he had lost his collar but- 
ton, and she gave him one, for which he laid 
down a cent, and then arrested her. She was 
fined $5. 


Tus Assembly committee which has been 
investigating the officials of Brooklyn was 
ordered to report to the Assembly April 1st. 
Mr. Bacon, the chairman of the committee, 
asked for an extension of time, which was 
opposed by Assemblyman Sheehan. The in- 
vestigation, said Mr. Sheehan, was for po- 
litical ends. Mr. Bacon was instigated by 
conspirators, chief of whom was ‘‘ Anthony 


Comstock, who livs off reputable men, in 
order to conceal his own nakedness and 
wickedness.” It seems that Comstock is 
gradually being found out. 


Tux order-book of the House of Commons, 
says Charles Bradlaugh, now presents & 
curious instance of pious unity for the annoy- 
ance of an Infidel enemy. Mr. W. Johnston, 
the ultra-Protestant Ulster Conservativ, has 
joined himself with Mr. de Lisle, the English 
Roman Catholic, in blocking the Affirmation 
bill. 

In Justice Knipmeyer's court at Higgins- 
ville, the Rev. Richard R. Highleyman, of 
Kansas City, Mo., was found guilty of an as- 
sault upon- Mrs. Laura Huddleson, the wife 
of & farmer who livs on & farm owned by 
Gov. Jo O. Shelby, and fined $40 and costs, 
amounting in all to $60. The assault con- 
sisted of forcibly kissing the woman against 
her will and playfully pulling her ears. The 
Rev. Mr. Highleyman has been pastor of the 
North Methodist church at Aullville, Lafay- 
ette county, for the past year, and the lady 
was one of his flock. 


A Boston jury has decided, as a matter of 
fact, that barber-shop shaving on Sunday is 
not “a work of necessity or charity," and is 
therefore unlawful. What queer ideas, ex- 
claims the World, hav filtered down to the 
dwellers at the Hub, through many genera- 
tions of Puritans and Pharisees! Shaving on 
Sunday is, of course, not a work of charity, 
as the little checks that follow it call fora 
cash payment. But if one of these jurymen 
had been accustomed to the services of a 
** tonsorial artist," and should undertake to 
shave himself of a Sunday morning, he would 
very quickly conclude that public shaving. is 


a work of necessity. If the custom of the 
good old town calls for clean faces on Sunday 
morning, as is the fashion in other cities less 
highly civilized than Boston boasts of being, 
the necessity of shaving is again apparent. 
And if the old “Blue Laws” hav so far 
lapsed into a state of innocuous desuetude as 
to permit a husband to kiss his wife on Sun- 
day, & smooth chin becomes a matter of char- 
ity, if not of necessity. 


Taz Rev. Dr. James Curran, formerly of 
St. Stephen’s church, has been directed to re- 
tire to a Hoboken monastery for ten days to 
do penance because he appeared upon the 
platform at the Academy of Music on Tues- 
day of last week when Dr. McGlynn spoke. 
Dr. Curran’s ecclesiastical superior was dis- 
pleased with his action in appearing with Dr. 
McGlynn at Joness Wood on Bt. Patrick's 
Day, and it was by way of disciplin that he 
was sent to Ellenville, Ulster county. His 
appearing with Dr. McGlynn at the Academy 
has brought down upon him the order into 
retreat in Hoboken. His penance will consist 
of ten days of strict seclusion, during which 
he will, observe fasts and perform religious 
exercises. Independent action by priests is 
not a success in this diocese from a personal 


convenience point of view. But as long as } 
men choose to be slaves to other men, let 


them accept what their voluntary servitude 
brings them. There is no ball and chain at- 
tached to them that prevents their leaving 
the church, and civil laws are still superior to 
ecclesiastical rules. 


. Some time ago some letters published in 
the Times of India by “a Hindoo lady.” 
made & profound impression upon those who 
read them. This lady, whose is named 


Rukmibhai, was married, according to 
Hindoo usage, at the age of eleven, to a 
youth some years her senior. She remained 
at her parents’ house, was carefully educated, 
and grew up, according to all accounts, into 
& refined and highly cultivated girl. Last 
year her husband tried to get her to liv with 
him, and on her refusing instituted a suit for 
the restitution of conjugal rights in the Bom- 
bay High Court. -The case was tried in the 
first instance by Mr. Justice Pinhey, when, it 
having been proved that the husband was too 
poor to: support her, was utterly ignorant and 
uneducated—in fact, a mere coolie—and was, 
moreover, consumptiv, the judge expressed 
the opinion that it would be a barbarous, 
cruel, and revolting thing to compel her to 
liv with such a man. He further held that 
such suit could not lie under Hindoo law, 
and dismissed it. The husband appealed, 
and the case was argued before the chief jus- 
tice and Mr. Justice Bayley. These learned 
judges, while expressing their entire sym- 
pathy with Rukmibbai, felt compelled to 
rule that Mr. Justice Pinhey was wrong in 
law, and remanded the case to the Lower 
Court for trial on its merits. It has now 
been reheard before Mr. Justice Farran. 
Rukmibhai's counsel could only repeat that 
his client had never consented to the mar- 
riage, and never regarded the man as her 
husband, that the husband was poor, iguo- 
rant, and unhealthy, and that if ordered to 
return to him she would be obliged to dis- 
obey, and was prepared to take the conse- 
quences. The court had no option save to 
pass an order that she should join her hus- 
baud within a month. Should she fail to do 
so she would be liable to six months' impris- 
onment.— National Reformer. 
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-~ Communications. 


Miracles and Miracle Workers. 


Consult your encyclopedias in regard to the magi of 
the East, and you will find they were ministers of 
Zoroaster. They were those who came to see the 
infant Jesus (or, at least, they visited the infant Zo- 
roaster and the Christians stole the story), and were 
considered wise men. 

They were supposed to be acquainted with certain 
properties and affinities of bodies which enabled 
them to-produce effects truly astonishing to the un. 
educated. From magi the word magician is derived. 
To the vulgar the magicians performed wonderful 
feats, but they were the result of natural causes, and 
yet they got credit for supernatural and miraculous 
powers. And this is all there ever was to any mira- 
cle, whether performed by magi, magician, saint, 
apostle, or Jesus Christ himself. 

Nearly all the early Christians believed that these 
magicians wrought miracles, but they claimed that 
the wonderful works were done by the help of 
demons. 

The magicians used to pit themselves one against 
another, and fight like dogs. ; 

Moses and Aaron turned all the waters of Egypt 
nto blood. Pharaoh laughed, “Ha, ha, ha!" and 
said, ‘Your hocus-pocus tricks ain't worth a picayune 
over here in Egypt." So he brought forth his magi- 
eians, and they turned all the waters into blood, and 
got a great deal better blood, and more of it, from 
the same water, although Moses and Aaron had 
worked. it over once. Then they brought forth the 


frogs, and the magicians did the same, and got bigger. 


frogs and. better jumpers. 

Then they turned their rods into serpents, and the 
magicians made their rods squirm too. But Moses's 
snakes swallowed the others, and then. Moses and 
Aaron were unfair enough to run off and delare a vic- 
tory. Whereas, if they had only waited until the 
magicians could have got some larger rods, which 
they could have worked into bigger snakes, these 
would not only have swallowed the other snakes but 
Moses and Aaron too. 

Putting humor aside, is it not a disgrace to the 
age that such men as Cook and Talmage should take 
up the gibberish of idiots and peddle it out to what 
purports to be the cream of intelligent people, for 
the holy word of God? One would be led to think 
that Cook and Talmage could be imposed upon to-day 
by the pretended miracle worker if his. Fe-fi-fo-fum 
were only pronounced solemnly in the name of God. 

Irenzus affirms that ‘the diseiples of Christ re- 
ceived grace from him, and wrought miracles, cast 
out devils, had the knowledge of future events, vis- 
ions, and prophetical sayings, healed the sick, raised 
the TE each according to the gift which he had re- 
eeived." 

Are there ho true “ disciples of Christ " to-day? I 
would ask; or has Christ lost his power? There are 
none of those wonderful things done now, not even 
one poor prophet in all the land. No devils are 
"east out.” No physician depends on the gift of 
Christ as a remedy. Nobody would bury a dead 
friend if'it were possible to raise the dead. What I 
want to get into the mind of the Ohristian is that the 
laws of nature never change; that these things are 
as possible to-day as they ever were; that Irenæus 
was either deceived or else he lied. 

Tertullian tells of a “sister who converses with 
angels and with God—sees mysteries and knows the 
hearts of men.” He also tells of a “woman who 
folded her hands in the attitude of prayer, after she 
was dead.” : 

Every system of supernatural religion has its mir- 
acles and wonderful men, who are stationed some- 
where between vulgar mortals and imaginary beings 
out of sight. Each devotee believes so much of the 
impossible as is woven into his own system of religion, 
and generally discards the impossible in other Sy8- 
tems. Few realizethat ideas, however erroneous, im- 
pressed upon the young mind, generation after gen- 
eration, become fixed, and aet like instinct, To 
reason with those is like trying to persuade the dog 
not to bark, or the birds to sing differently from 
what they do. 

There is a lie somewhere concealed in everything 
which is said to have transpired beyond the natural. 

As the race advances all systems of supernatural 
religion will decline, and the people will only have 
confidence in the real and the natural. Human good 
will be the object of all, and scientific investigation 
the only means of grace, 

Narcissus, bishop of Jerusalem, turned water into 
oil when the lamps failed at the vigil of Easter. 
This is upon the authority of Eusebius. It is not 
. Strange that such wonderful things should happen 

among an ignorant and superstitious people. The 
..wonder is that intelligent men should be imposed 
upon because a lot of interested pious lunatics like 
Cook and Talmage have taught in each generation 
that God has been engaged in such can-trap nonsense. 

Could we know all the wonderful things which 
have been written and taught by the early fathers, 


| glass chest filled with light. 


miracles could not be put upon the market for a cent 
on the dollar. 

In the Acts of Philip it is related that when 
Mariamni was stripped, her body was found to bea 
Had the Acts of Philip 
been voted a part of the New Testament, this miracu- 
lous statement would have been believed by all 
Christians. But still the Christian is unable to see 
that this is just as good a miracle as any. The dif- 
ference is, this was voted out and the ones which he 
believes were voted in. 

The laws of nature are unalterable or they are not. 
If they are unalterable, then a miracle has never been 
performed. If they are fickle and changeable, then 
at any moment planets might leave ther appointed 
courses, and, without law or order, crash against 
each other, involving the ruin of worlds. 

If the intellectual power of the whole. human race 
could be centered in one brain, it could not vary a 
single law of nature in the slightest degree. 

It has been demonstrated by the best scientists 
which the world has ever produced that the earth, in 
her diurnal revolution, has not varied the hundredth 
part of a second in a thousand years. And yet the 
Christian believes that the shadow was turned back 
on the dial, and that power was given to bloody old 
Joshua to turn two days into one. The truth is, 
these statements are untrue, and if they had been 
written down in all the so-called sacred books which 
have ever originated in the brains of impostors, 
they would still be lies. 

Tf all the men who have ever posed as miracle 
workers, and all the men to whom divine honors have 
been paid, including popes, saints, and saviors, should 
tell me that the law of gravitation has ever been 
other than it is to-day, I would not believe them. Is 
the law of gravitation one thing to us to-day, and 
was it another thing to Elijah? Is it possible that 
the same law which holds us down to the earth could 
make another ascend upward ? 

If Icquld be made to believe the story of Elijah 
I should bein constant fear of losing our darling 
“Bob,” for if ever there was a man too good for 
earth, I think he is the man. A man who believes 
that a human being was ever taken up bodily from 
the earth is on the verge of insanity. 

If a hundred men in whom I had the utmost con- 
fidence should tell me that in a certain district the 
law of gravitation had been reversed, and that water 
was running up hill, and rocks and trees were flying 
into the air, I would not believe them. It would be 
a hundred times easier for me to believe that they 
had been deceived, or that they wished to deceive 
me, than to believe that there ever had been an 
infraction of nature's laws. These laws were the 
same two thousand years ago as they are to-day. If 
80, the miracles of the New Testament were impossi- 
ble. Whatever can be done without a violation of 
the laws of nature is no miracle. Talmage may rant, 
but he could not produce sufficient evidence in a 
court of justice that a miracle has ever been per- 
formed to obtain a judgment for a nickel. 

In the first place there is no substantial evidence 
as to who told the stories of the miracles as related 
in the New Testament. In the second place there is 
no evidence as to when the stories were told. Think 
of a witness on the stand making a statement in 
regard to a transaction, and then saying that he had 
the statement from somebody else, and unable to tell 
from whom, and then unable to tell when the 
transaction occurred. What weight would an im- 
partial jury give to such statements? 

Talmage may rant about believing every word of 
the Bible, but if put upon the witness stand he 
would be in ‘just this dilemma. 

With these facts before our eyes, is it safe to be- 
lieve that a dead man was ever brought to life, or 
that a man ever ascended from the earth bodily, 
nobody knows where? Would not fire have the same 
effect upon the tissues of the human body three 
thousand years ago that it has to-day? If so, what 
is the story about the three Hebrew children worth? 
It is said that Christ ascended into heaven. Did any- 
body see him arrive there? or did he telegraph back 
that he had a prosperous journey? 

How does it happen that devils were so much more 
plenty in ancient times than they are now? Half of 
the people were filled with devils two thousand years 
ago. The last authentic account that I have had of 
a devil was when one tried to enter Luther... But 
Luther beat him with his inkstand and came off vic- 
torious; so I fight him with ink too. Even nolonger 
ago than when I was a boy he was invested with a 
great deal of power, and much to be dreaded. But 


now little boys fish with pin-hooks on Sunday, and | 


the smallest kind of a devil does not come after them. 
If this goes on for another generation, as Heston 
would put it, the devil will become a “defunct func- 
tionary.” , 

Just imagine yourself back among the people two 
thousand years ago, so that you may get an idea of 
this devilish business, In the first place, it must be 
understood that everyone who was crazy, or had fits, 
or Saint Vitus’s dance—in brief, half of the people 


who were sick—was believed to be possessed with a 
. devil or demon. 


-can be accounted for. 


There were very few, even of the most intelligent 
who did not carry with them some manner of charm 
to keep off the demons or evil spirits. 

As soon as a child was born, a piece of paper with 
certain characters written upon it, or some kind of 
powder, or something which acted as a charm or 
spell, was concealed about its garments to keep away 
demons. 

Sometimes it was a black cat’s tooth, or the dried 
head of a snake, or some part of a toad. A person 
could scarcely be found who did not have some charm 
or plan or device for relieving demoniacs. In order 
to be let into the secret of this ancient deviltry, and 
understand how all classes believed in devils and 
were filled with them, it is only necessary to refer to 
Joshphus's “Antiquities of the Jews,” book 8, ch. ii, $5. 

In speaking of Solomon, he says, “God enabled 
him to learn that skill which expels demons, which 
is a science useful and sanative to men. And he left 
behind him the manner of using exorcisms by which 
they drive away demons so that they never return, 
and this method of cure is of great force unto this 
day. For I have seen a certain man of my own coun- 
try whose name was Eleazar, releasing people who 
were demoniacal, in the presence of Vespasian and his 
sons, and his captains, and the whole multitude of 
his soldiers.” 

The manner of the cure was this: He put a ring 
that had a root of one of. those sorts mentioned by 
Solomon to the nose of the demoniac, after which he 
drew out the demon from his nostrils ; and when the . 
man fell down immediately, he abjured him to return 
into him no more, making still mention of Solomon 
and reciting the incantation which he had composed. 

And when Eleazar would persuade and demon- 
strate to the spectators that he had such a power, he 
set a little way off a cup or basin of water and com- 
manded the demon to overturn it, and thereby to let 
thé spectators know that he had left the man. 

Let it be borne in mind by all Christians that this: 
story is told and indorsed by Josephus, one of the 
most learned men of his time; that that miraculous: 
feat was performed inthe presence of Vespasian, one 
of the great emperors of Rome, and in the pres- 
ence of his family and of all his officers and his 
whole army. $ on 

Now, if these great men could be imposed upon 
with a ring and a root, and a hic-hoc-horem cere- : 
mony, what must have been the condition of the 
vulgar masses? This was about seventy-five years 
after the time of the supposed birth of Christ. . 

Is it any wonder, in such an age, and among such 
a superstitious people, that young virgins were tam- 
pered with by Holy Ghosts and brought forth young 
Gods? that men were jumping out of their graves 
and would not stay buried? that men were going up 
into the air bodily, buttons and breeches, before a 
balloon was thought of? that God was engaged in the 
book business, and had saints and aposties and “the 
devil and all” to help him? . 

Then Josephus speaks of this trick, or sleight, or 
power of casting out devils, as a “science” which 
could be taught and learned like the science of chem- 
istry or astronomy—that is to say, with the hic- 
hoc-horem lingo or “the incantation which Solomon 
had composed,” and the “ring” and the “root,” any- 
body could cast out devils. 

My mother was a New Jersey woman, and many 
times she has had a hearty laugh about certain words 
which she was taught to repeat when a child to keep 
witches from interfering with her. Cannot anyone 
see the close relation between these sil words or 
charms or devices for keeping off witches, and the 
“ring” and the “root” and the “incantation” of 
Solomon? Think of a real, thoroughbred, full-grown 
devil being pulled out of a man's nose with a “root” 
and a “ring,” and then kicking over a basin of water ! 
Oh, how long will the Christian continue to wallow 
in the mire of superstition ? 

Isaw a man cut off a roosters head, and then 
cause the rooster to strut and craw. This, with 
other similar tricks, so impressed my boyish mind as 
to leave a lasting effect. And I think God and 
Solomon had just as much to do with the rooster 
trick as they had in helping Eleazar to cast out 
devils. There is nobody but a Christian lunatic who 
can be imposed upon by such balderdash. 

Some day the schoolmaster will outgrow the min- 
ister, and the schoolhouse will overshadow the 
church, and then Christians will find out how they 
have been fooled by miracle workers. Jonn Peor. 


o — — Oe ng 
Idle Tales About Washington. 


. The story of Washington praying at Valley Forge 
A writer in Leisure Hours 
states that Captain Morton, of a Pennsylvania: regi- 


ment, resembled General Washington, and that he 
was both patrotic and pious, and was in the habit of . 


praying in the woods, and was doubtless mistaken by 
some one for the Father of his Country. 

One of my old school books stated that General 
Washington requested the privilege of partaking of 
the “ Lord's supper” in a strange church. It is such 
fables as this that giv Christianity its standing, and so 
long as Freethinkers fail of supporting schools of 
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their own they will hav to endure such slanders in| . Abbreviations should be used sparingly. I hav 


the school books. J. P. Gump. 


OO M 
English as She Ought Not to be Writ. 


I am glad that Helen Gardener has touched upon 
the subject of “English as she is writ.” Very few 
people outside of a printing office realize how much 
trouble would be saved editors, proof-readers, and 
compositors if those who hav something to write 
only knew how to write it with propriety. 

There is an error generally prevalent that anyone 
who pens a fair hand, and can spell correctly, is pre- 
pared to produce an article, or even a book, worth 
reading, while, as & matter of fact, these qualifica- 
tions can scarcely be termed essential. Many great 
authors write a miserable scrawl, and know less about 
orthography than the mechanic who puts their man- 
uscript in type. The colossal “nerve” which some 
people display in appearing before the public as au 
thors is a matter of astonishment to those who 
can appreciate the magnitude of it. I recently 
handled the manuscript of a retired jurist who, wea- 
ried of the rugged course of law, had turned his en- 
feebled steps toward the paths of literature, and had 
written a book. He knew little about the subjects ot 
which he was to treat; but that is not to the point. 
His -great mistake was in thinking, as he evidently 
did, if he thought upon the subject at all, that gram 
mar and diction were of no account, and that writing a 
book was merely a matter of mechanical execution, of 
which pen, ink, and paper were the only indispensable 
auxiliaries. If he had contemplated appearing as a 
composer or as an artist, possibly the notion would 

* hav struck him that a little preliminary study of the 
technique of music or painting would be advisable; 
but that rhetoric is an essential factor in the expres- 
sion of ideas was the thought farthest from him. 
This man is a type of the class who, merely to gratify 
their sélf-conceit, cumber the shelves of publishers 
with unreadable and unsalable trash. 

"Tis pleasant, sure, to see one’s name in print; 
A book's a book, although there's nothing in't. 

The greater number of poor writers are prevented 
from making their total ignorance known to the 
world by the vigilance of compositors and proof- 
readers. If an editor is attacked by an illiterate cor- 
respondent, the most effectual way of crushing the 
dissatisfied person is, not to reply to him, but to 
print his letter verbatim, as was done in the case of 
Mr. Irvine, in Tue TnurH Serger of March 5th. I 
once saw a note in a Western paper in which the ed- 

- itor said that. if an esteemed citizen did not cease 
sending poetry to that office, he (the editor) would 

' certainly print some of it. This warning was given 
out of consideration for the friends of the aforesaid 
esteemed citizen. 

But newspaper writing is not always good. What 
kind of English is this, from the St. Paul Globe ? 

It looks dike religion was making progress-when the pulpit 
‘Jets go of the ballet and jumps on the décoletté dresses. 

The use of “like” for as if is too barbarous to 
escape the notice of civilized people. “ Was" for 
were is bad enough. 

Innumerable gross forms of expression are in cur- 
rent use among careless writers, and they reproduce 
themselvs by other careless writers copying them. 
Asan example, the novice thinks it is the hight of sar 
casm to call somebody a gentleman and introduce an 
interrogation point in parenthesis after the word 
gentleman, thus, (?). This is intended to question 
the propriety of applying the term gentleman to the 
person: referred to. I object to it because it is inane 
and witless. If you don't desire to call a man a 
gentleman, then call him what you think he is, or say 
nothing. Innuendo is not justifiable. “ You lie, you 
villian, you lie,” said Horace Greeley. That sentence 
has at least the merit of being direct. 

We often see the words “the same” used instead 
of the pronoun i£ A correspondent writes, “ I send 
an article for your columns, and would be pleased to 
see the same in print." Why not it? The words 
are appropriately used by Bret Harte in his “ Truth- 
ful James :" 

Which I wish to remark, 
And my language is plain, 
That for ways that are dark 
And for tricks that are vain 
The heatheu Chinee is peculiar, 
Which the same I would rise to explain. 
‘The ordinary business letter is a model of bad 
form: : 
Boston, 3—20, '87. 
T. S. Co., Gents: Yrs recd this P.M., and contents noted. 


In reply w'dsay. [Then follows whatever is to be commu- 
nicated.] Yrs &c. 


Why not write March 20,1887? Why say gents? 
Gent. may be excused as an abbreviation, but there 
is no authority for appending the final s, as the 
plural of gentleman is not formed by the addition of 
that letter. Is life too short to admit of spelling 
yours and received and would in full? As an ab- 
breviation for afternoon, p.m. is proper only when 


accompanied by the figure denoting the hour—as j market for half a century or more. 


3 r.m. “In reply would say.” 


- -aothing. 


lutin. 


Who would say? Blair violates many of his own rules, and so does 
“ Yours, &o.," is an offensiv vulgarism, and means | Lindley Murray, but it is not necessary to adopt 
.} their errors. Alfred Ayres’s “ Verbalist" is a valuable 


frequently seen “ the rev. gent.” in manuscript and 
sometimes in print. Again, people with a weak sense 
of the fitness of things write that “ the Dr. was sent 
for.” Others hav lived in N. Y., or in N. H., or in Ills., 
or in some other abbreviated state. The only proper 
use of Dr. for doctor is when it precedes the name of 
the doctor spoken of. The names of states can be 
shortened with propriety when they follow the names 
of towns or cities, as Boonton, N. J. “Mr. J.” for 
Mr. Jones is not countenanced by use among good 
writers. . . : 

One of the most entertaining writers for Tur 
TRUTH SEEKER sometimes puts “had hav” together, 
thus, “If I had hav known.” Others say “had of.” 
Both are ungrammatical. 

Bad writing does not always proceed from igno- 
rance, but often from a desire to be ornate or hifa- 
From an article by Cora Lynn Daniels, 
entitled, “A Letter on Prayer from the Duke of 
Argyll,” published in the North American Review 
for March, 1887, I extract two sentences. Can any- 
body tell what they mean? 

Following the Darwinian theory of evolution from its ear- 
liest conclusions of primeval history, ages before the earth 
became habitable by man, up to the laws of evolution in 
society, which are proven with the same painstaking care 
and ilustration, Mr. Fiske presents the whole scheme of 
existence in a clear and ever deepening and broadening 
stream of logic, until it flows with majestic current and 
irresistible force into the ocean of the invisible. 

Perhaps it is possible to follow a theory of evolu- 
tion, but it would be better to adopt or accept the 
theory and follow the evolution. The conclusions 
reached would not be the conclusions of evolution 
nor the conclusions of primeval history, but the 
conclusions of the student. ‘Conclusions of prime- 
val history" cannot possibly be understood. ‘Then 
we hav “the laws of evolution in society proven with 
the same painstaking care and illustration. The 
same as. what? “Mr. Fiske presents the whole 
scheme of existence in a clear and ever deepening 
and broadening stream of logic.” Absolutely mean- 
ingless! “ Until it,” that is, the scheme of existence, 
“flows with majestic current and irresistible force 
into the ocean of the invisible.” And as the scheme 
of existence flows into the invisible, common sense 
takes to the woods. 

Here is the other: 

By entertaining writers whose exact deductions are still 
poetic. and whose justice both ways toward the psychical 
and the physical do not interrupt, but rather emphasize, the 
rhythmic harmony of their interaction, the reader who under- 
stands the grand theme at all must necessarily fall into the 
swing and flow of their intellectual current, and be borne 
easily and strongly on to a satisfactory result. 

No matter how valuable an idea may be contained 
in that sentence, the reader must earn it before he 
gets it, and then his intellect will be so far ex 
hausted that he will never be able to assimilate what 
he has acquired. The previous quotation cannot be 
subjected to grammatical analysis at all. Here we 
hav a violation of one of the simplest rules of syntax 
in the words ‘‘ whose justice do not inter- 
rupt, but rather emphasize." The Rev. John Jas 
pers famous sentence, “The sun do move,” thus 
finds a distinguished parallel. 

It is a mistake to suppose that the reason we do 
not understand ihese swoshy writers is because the 
thought sought to be expressed is too subtle and 
profound for ovr comprehension. The truth is, they 
do not understand themselvs. Their language con- 
tains no meaning, and it is not worth our while to 
put one into it. The educated person who thinks 
clearly will write clearly. Thomas Paine was always 
the master of his subject, and we hav no better 
examples of plain English than he has given us. But 
there is evidence that Paine’s style was a carefully 
studied cne. Daniel Webster reached the hight of 
eloquence in his day; yet any one who has had the 
opportunity to read his greatest effort—the “Invoca- 
tion for the Preservation of the American Union ”—as 
he uttered it, and as it was printed after careful re- 
vision, will be able to judge how much he owed 
to the rules of rhetoric. No writer can match 
Colonel Ingersoll in beauty of style, and at the same 
time none eould exercise a greater care in the choice 
and arrangement of words. It would be as reason- 
able for an artist to put the requisit colors into a 
squirt-gun and eject them upon his canvas, expecting 
a beautiful picture as a result, as for a writer to 
string a quantity of words carelessly upon paper 
and expect the types to convert them into a readable 
essay. 

A weak cause often leads to weak or obscure writ- 
ing. For proof of this compare the turgid utterances 
of Gladstone with the clear-cut periods of Huxley in 
their discussion on “The Order of Creation.” There 
is little excuse for bungling writing nowadays. - Al. 
most numberless books on rhetoric are to be had, and 
no person, it seems to me, should trust himself to 
write a letter until he bas at least taken a few hints 
on the subject of literary construction. There ix 
Blair’s “Rhetoric,” which has been in the book 
It is true that 


work. A brief scrutiny of the last part of the ordi- 


nary school grammar is better than nothing. Herbert 


Spencer’s “Philosophy of Style” cannot be read 
without profit. The subject is not a dry one, but is 
full of interest, and, to those who hav ideas to 


express, the importance of its study can hardly be 


overestimated. 
To unskilled poetry-writers we may say nothing 
except “ Don’t.” There is no other kind of writing 


quite as absurd as verse that is “mechanically” de- 


fectiv. Mr. Seaver of the Investigator has a quaint 
way of dealing with amateur poets. He puts the 
effusion in the waste-basket and then publishes a 
little note to the writer relating the fate that has be- 
fallen the poem. Then he adds that when he waa 
young he wrote poetry himself, and some of it was 


‘printed, to his subsequent regret, and so out of kind- 


uess he refrains from publishing the verses of his 
correspondent. There is a concealed philanthropy 
in this course of the venerable editor which all poets 
will be able to discover as soon as they reach the pe- 
riod of discretion. Still, I believe that almost any- 
body can by study become a fair versifier. 

I do not know what percentage of writers take ac- 
count of style when expressing their thoughts on 
paper; but I know that, as regards the selection and 
arrangement of words, one-half the printed matter 
that comes under our daily observation ranges from 
the bad to the execrable. This after the reviser and 
proofreader hav done their duty by it. What must 
it hav been originally? "There is no road to literary 
excellence except through study, and there are no 
completed rules that can be given in & newspaper 
article without extending it to a great length; and, 
as Herbert Spencer says, “a clear head, a quick 
imagination, and a sensitiv ear will go far toward 
making all rhetorical precepts needless.” ‘ Good 
composition is far less dependent upon acquaintance 
with its laws than upon practice and natural apti- 
tude.” Beginners will find that the use of simple 
words and short sentences will do much toward pro- 
moting clearness. I would say: Avoid both the 
highflown and the slangy. Reserve superlativs for 
occasions which demand their use. Leave foreign 
words and phrases in the back part of the dictionary 
where we all know you found them. You will forget 
what they mean in a little while, and then you will 
feel embarrassed if anyone asks you to translate them. 
Don't go into a subject beyond your depth. When 
you are in doubt as to the propriety of a sentence, 
erase or amend it. Gibbon, it is said, wrote his 
“Memoirs” six times. Shun the use of superfluous 
words, which are usually adjectivs, and be free with 
your particles. When you find that a sentence is 
growing long and involved, cut it in two. Quote spar- 
ingly. Books of “Familiar Quotations" are useful 
chiefly for reference; nevertheless, as the force of an 
observation lies in its application, phrases may some- 
times be borrowed from others with good effect. 
Finally, keep clearness in sight, and sacrifice every- 
thing that obscures your meaning. Put the largest 
amount of thought into the smallest number of words. 
Be natural, and write from your head instead of the 
volumes on your shelf; otherwise somebody may 
catch you away from your books and make an un- 
pleasant discovery; while those who hav formed an 
acquaintance with you through your writings will be 
disappointed when they meet you personally. 

I trust that the few hints which I hav thus thrown 
out may not be wholly without value to some appren- 
tice in literature. If I had received them a dozen 
years ago, there would not be so many things in what 
I hav written since then that, when I recur to them 
now, make me feel like concealing myself. 

READER. 
——— 9 à —————— 


A Queer Preacher. 


There was once a Beetle who never built a gospel- 
shop. Who never Beetled in one. 

Who never proposed a church fair to buy the 
gospel shop a new carpet. 

Who never founded a new sect. . 

Who frequented publie houses and drank gin-and- 
bitters with sinners. 

Who never received a salary. 

Who never asked for one. 

Who never wore a black suit nor a white necktie. 

Who never used a prayer-book. Nor a hymn-book. 

Nor wrote a ermon. 

Who never said, “Let us make a collection." 

Who never had slippers made for him by the 
young ladies over whom he had crawled. 

Who never got up a bazaar to clear off the debt on 
a gospel-shop. 

Who never advertised his sermons. 

Who never took a text for his sermons, 

Who never went tbrough a course of theological 
study. Who never was ordained. 

Who never even “found Jesus.” 

Who never went to a conference. 

Who never was surprised by a donation party. 

Who never cailed himself “ Rev.” 

Who was he? 

Jesus Christ, carpenter and wheelwright, and 
third part of God.—Saladin in the Secular Review. 
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News and Notes. 


Saturday night, March 19th, I reach the brilliant 
city of Los Angeles, the marvel of Southern Cali- 
fornia, with its sixty thousand inhabitants, and 
hastening on to a hundred thousand; the paradise of 
invalids, where they can get cured of all the ills that 
flesh is heir to, and make money in real estate. It 
seems as if each one carried an Aladdin’s lamp, and 
discovered riches in the most barren spot. One 

‘might shut his eyes and buy anywhere, and he is 
sure of doubling his investment. 

The first man I found was J. E. Clark, a vigorous 
campaigner, who had organized our forces and pre- 
pared the way for effectual work. Mr. Clark has 
been for years on this Western coast, and always in 
the front. He is an outspoken Freethinker, no mat- 
ter what the consequences. He isan ardent reformer 
and nothing can dim the fires of his enthusiasm. He 
believes in doing something, and doing it well. 

Dr. York, our famous pioneer, has had full houses 
and created great interest. I am obliged to him for 
his labors in this field. He has broken the ground 
pretty effectually, and I find things in a favorable 
condition for my own endeavor. Dr. York's Aus- 
tralian tour has made him a greater power than ever, 
and I hope he will receive a cordial welcome in the 
East. I hav not met him yet, and am quite eager to 
shake hands with this eloquent preacher of humanity. 

Sunday morning I find myself in the pleasant 
home of John Riggin, on a hill overlooking the city, 
which is embowered in green and tropical magnifi- 
cence, while all around shine the Delectable moun- 
tains. 

John Riggin is seventy-seven years of age, with 
buoyant spirit and philosophie calm. He says that 
sixty years ago he discovered he had lost no soul, 
and from that time on has not troubled himself about 
the matter, but lived for the sweet enjoyment of this 
world, in health and virtue, with happy submission to 
what could not be helped, with hope for life and no 
fear of death—not anxious about either—but per- 
fectly willing to liv a couple of hundred years longer 
if nature permits. He has the vivacity of youth, and 
I guess he will see his one-hundredth birthday. 

Sunday evening there was a large and appreciativ 
audience present at my lecture, and the enthusiasm 
manifested shows that Liberalism has a very strong 
hold upon the people of Los Angeles, and that they 
are in sympathy with its radical demands. I shall 
lecture at Los Angeles again and shall hav more to 
say about it and the friends here in my next letter. 
Monday morning I came to Santa Ana, a city of 
about four thousand inhabitants, and one of the most 
flourishing places on the coast. A league was formed 
here several years ago with Wm. Chestnut for presi- 
dent, and D. Edson Smith for secretary, and it has 
been doing a quiet but very successful work with its 
social meetings, etc. In fact, a Baptist minister de- 
clared that he was unable to get up a revival in Santa 
Ana on account of the influence of the Liberal League. 
Good testimony that to the value of organized effort, 
however simple its means of achievement. 

I found a genial resting-place in the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Edson Smith, where I could easily imagin 
myself to be in the tropics, so luxuriant was all the 
landscape about. Mr. Smith has ten acres, which he 
cleared himself. He bought this land several years 
ago for one hundred dollars per acre. It and the 
adjacent lands are now worth, in the market, one 
thousand dollars per acre, and will soon double in 
value. With good management it is easy to make a 
net profit of one hundred dollars per acre. An orange 
grove of five acres will giv from two thousand to five 
thousand dollars’ worth of fruit each year. It pro- 
duces all the year round. On the same tree from 
which you pluck the golden orange are the green 
oranges and the orange blossoms in abundance. AsI 
landed at the station a furious “Santa Ana” was 
making clouds of dust so that the mountains could 
hardly be seen. The Santa Ana river flows through 
the valley, out of the Santa Ana cañon. To the 
southward is the Santa Ana range, and to the north- 
ward the snow-covered peaks of the Sierras. From 

` between the mountain walls occasionally there comes 
a rushing, mighty wind called a “Santa Ana,” which 
blows seaward from twelve to forty-eight hours. It 
is said to be the precursor of a rain, but while it 
blows the sun shines brightly and not a cloud is to 
be seen. Dana, in his “Two Years Before. the 
Mast,” who was on this coast fifty years ago, de- 
seribes the “Santa Ana” which swept so furiously 
from shore that the ship had to get up anchor and 
seek mid-ocean. These gales, however, come but 
seldom, and they do good by clearing the atmos- 
phere. It is like house-cleaning, and earth and sky 
receive a brilliant polish, and for months afterward 
all is pleasant as a lady's smile when she sits in her 
nicely-scoured parlor with the happy consciousness 
that all dirt is abolished. | 

The “Santa Ana” had full swing on thefirst night 
of my lecture, but I was greeted with a good house, 
&nd on the second and third nights the audience was 
double, the wind having subsided, and the skies were 
“deeply, darkly, beautifully blue," gemmed with 

more stars, I think, than I ever saw in the Eastern 


much for social and intellectual advancement. 


heaven. The nights here are simply delicious—never 
hot, but cooled by constant breezes from the mount- 
ains or the sea. l 

Tuesday night after the lecture I rode over to Àn- 
aheim, a distance of eight miles, alongside the scented 
groves, the flowering fields and evergreen arehways 
and the tall eucalyptus-trees, as if I were speeding 
through the delightsome vale of Cashmere, to the 
home of our good friends Mr. and Mrs. Parker, 
where we arrived about midnight. The next day I 
reveled in the landscape that spread its sparkling 
pietures before my eyes. "Thirteen years ago Mr. 
and Mrs. Parker came to this country, which was 
then one vast cactus plain. In these years all this 
remarkable change has been made in the valley of 
Santa Ana. Our friends were among the earliest 
inhabitants, and by hard work hav developed the 
resources of the soil, which, when well watered, can 
produce almost everything. In their charming home 
at any season of the year one can behold the fruits of 
the earth. The palm-tree, the banana-tree, the fig- 
tree, are all here. Oats, wheat, barley, corn of the 
most excellent quality can be raised, though at pres- 
ent the land is too valuable to be used for such pur- 
poses. Down toward the sea-shore is what is called 
the “ Gospel swamp,” and this is the cattle and hog 
country. o 

Mrs. Anna Parker is one of the occasional contrib- 
utors to Tug TaoTEH SxExzz, and isa most earnest and 
genial Freethinker, and so is her husband, Mr. 
Leonard Parker, and in two years they will reach 
the fiftieth anniversary of their wedding. They hav 
& big family—ten children and I don't know how 
many grandchildren—and these make in themselvs an 
army of Freethought. I met Mrs. Handy and Mrs. 
Tucker—the daughters of Mrs. Parker—and Mr. 
Joel Parker, her son, and his wife, who reside at 
Orange. Mr. Joel Parker is one of the promi- 
nent citizens of the village of Orange, toward 
which the Santa Fé Railroad is now being built, 
and which is in the enjoyment of a boom of 
the first order, and real estate is rapidly advanc- 
ing. Mr. Parker, however, does not forget Liberal 
ideas in the midst of material prosperity, and he is 
one of the most generous supporters of our cause. 

At the closing lecture, Wednesday evening, I had 
the largest audience of any, and in every respect I 
feel satisfied with the work done here. I like the 
spirit of our friends in Santa Ana, Orange, and Ana- 
heim, and believe that in the future they will do 
Mr. 
G. W. Thurston and his wife came twenty-five miles 
to attend the meetings. They were formerly Mor- 
mons, and lived in Utah, but are now robust Liber- 
als, whom it is pleasant to see. Emil and Julius 
Goepper furnished excellent music for the occasion. 
Mr. Edson Smith, the secretary, is a live worker, and 
most Liberal-minded, and devoted to Secular affairs, 
while in the philosophy of Spiritualism he finds 
hope for something beyond. Mr. William Chestnut, 
the president of the League, believes only in this 
life, but he does that to good purpose. Mr. Her- 
man Goepper, J. W. Towner, B. J. Salisbury, J. S. 
Haywood, Noah Smithwick, Gustave, William, and 
Charles Schmitz—three brothers—J. P. Hutchins, 
M. C. Peters, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Gardner, of 
Orange, J. L. Berry, R. B. Guthrie, and others, are 
among the pleasant acquaintances I made while in 
Santa Ana.- Mr. D. M. Baker, editor of the Standard, 
is not afraid te speak his editorial mind, and gave 
excellent notices of the lectures, which editors, I am 
sorry to say, are not always ready to do, even if they 
are Liberals—-as most of them are, for they hav too 
much knowledge to be anything else. 

"Thursday, March 24th, I come to Norwalk, sixteen 
miles from Santa Ana, and here I find a good stop- 
ping-place at the ranch of A. K. Coward, who has 
been in this country for years, and is a good fighter 
for our cause through thick and thin, and with him 
James Hay and John Goeddel—‘ Uncle John,” as 
they all call him, for even the Christians like him, and 
come to him for help in time of trouble, though 
never for prayers—and S. W. Burke, John Severs, J. 
E. Courtney,. all prominent citizens of the place. 
Norwalk is not so large nor so well advanced as 
Santa Ana, but it is rapidly growing. It is twenty 
miles south of Los Angeles. It is a little too cold and 
near the sea for oranges, but is favorable for all 
other fruits. 

The house was full on both evenings, and with a 
most attentiv audience These were the first Free- 
thought lectures ever given in Norwalk, and but few 
of the listeners had ever heard anything of the kind 
before, but with few exceptions there was a cordial 
recognition of the truth. So I feel that a good start 
has been made here, and I expect to return and com- 
plete the organization of a Secular Union. Mr. and 
Mrs. Coward are both earnest workers, and believe 
heartily in Liberal advancement and culture. As 
parents, they realize the necessity of Freethought 
social life und attainment for the benefit of their chil- 
dren. Besides those already mentioned are Mr. S. 
G. Baker and family, A. Sproul, L. C. Bridges, James 
Baldwin, I. V. Dilley, Dr. Randall, Jas. A. Smith, 
John Doland, D. B. Johnson, O. D. Thompson and 
gamily. The Norwalk Brass Band gave us entertain- 


ing music for the second evening. Mr. S. W. Burke 
presided, and made & good closing address. 

I am quite encouraged with the spirit and enthu- 
siasm of the friends in Norwalk. A majority of the 
community are Liberal, and I think that a flourishing 
Union will be established. At the earnest request of 
friends, I expect to make another visit to southern 
California if time allows. 

I shall be at Los Angeles to-morrow; at Tulare 
City, Visalia, San Francisco, Oakland, until April 3d 
and 10th; at Sonoma, April 7th and 8th; at San 
José, April 17th and. 24th; at Santa Cruz, between 
these dates; at Stockton, May 1st and 8th; at Sacra- 
mento and other places in California, until June Ist ; 
in Oregon, during June; and Washington Territory 
during July; and then eastward as heretofore noted. 

SauvEL P. Puram. 

Norwalk, Cal., March 24, 1887. 
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Mr. Reynolds in Michigan. 

March 12th I bade farewell to Bowling Green, 
Ohio. Two distinct causes operated against the ad- 
vance of Freethought there. First, the oil and gas 
wells had created a furor of speculation and excite- 
ment ; secondly, and far the most formidable obstacle 
to success, was the fear of Mrs. Grundy. Too many 
Liberals there lack the courage of their convictions, 
and humbly obey the dictation of the church, giving 
liberally to maintain what they at heart despise. 
The church accepts such gifts, and, in their absence, 
ridicules the giver. 

I suppose it is obtuseness on my part, but I 
utterly fail to recognize the sense, justice, or consist- 
ency of Liberals giving of their means to support 
priests and parsons, furnishing the whips to be 
lashed with. I meet Liberals who tell me they giv 
$25, $50, $100 to the church, yet when asked to sub- 
scribe $3 for a Liberal paper that advocates their own 
views they protest they “really cannot afford it.” I 
respect those who, believing in the church, giv gen- 
erously of their means to maintain it; but how can 
I enthuse over those who giv to what they denounce 
and withhold from what they profess to love? 

I rejoiced to start for that Meeca of my pilgrim- 
age, the hospitable home of Elias H. Gault, of Kala- 
mazoo, Mich. Through delays of trains, I did not 
arrive'at his house till half-past one on Sunday morn- 
ing. In response to his sleepy * Who's there?" I 
sweetly warbled those soul-inspiring lines, '*'T'here's 
a land that is hotter than this," and in a moment the 
door flew open, and I received & most glad, warm 
welcome. 


LÀ 


. I proposed toremain at Kalamazoo and recuperate, ` 


but on Monday received a letter forwarded from 
Bowling Green. Mr. James Taylor and that vener- 
able old son of Scotia, Mr. Thomas, had advertised me 
for three lectures at the Court House, Chelsea, Mich., 
the 15th, 16th, and 17th. So Tuesday morning I 
departed to Chelsea, and was most cordially wel- 
comed. Under the lead of such stanch, outspoken 
Liberals as ‘Thomas and Taylor, the weakest mollusks 
soon develop backbone. I had good attendance, and 
succeeded in awakening considerable interest. 

March 18th, I returned to Kalamazoo, and, thanks 
to the earnest labors of the popular and indefatigable 
Elias H. Gault, a full house greeted me on Sunday 
evening at the Opera House, to hear “ Religious Per- 
secutions of the Nineteenth Century." The leading 
paper of the city, the Gazette, gave a very excellent 
synopsis, and published it both in the daily and 
weekly edition, so that hundreds who would not 
otherwise hav been benefited read “Love and 
Knowledge.” I sold a large number of publications, 
and the genial Uncle Lute (Lucius West) and Elias H. 
Gault devoted two days in aiding me to secure gub- 
scribers to Taz Trura Szrxer, resulting in fourteen 
new subscribers. When Mr. and Mrs. Gault moved 
from Rochester to Kalamazoo only about five copies 
of Tux Trura SEEKER were taken. Now, and mainly 
through the efforts of Mr. Gault, there are over forty. 


‘Despite his outspoken Infidelity, Elias H. Gault is 


the most popular man in his ward, and the best citi- 
zens of both parties are urging him to accept the 
office of alderman. Another evidence that outapoken 
Liberalism, with its principles lived out, so far from 
injuring, increases respect and popularity. 

Brieuton, Inp.—We took a dip into Indiana at the 
solicitation of that able young Secularist, Dr. W. A. 
Ferguson, and March 24th we arrived at Lima, and 
the doctor took us six miles to Brighton, and de- 
posited us at the hospitable home of young Mr. and 
Mrs. Wade. The attendance at all four of the lectures 
was excellent, and I never found more earnest atten- 
tion, and on Sunday afternoon, after a lecture on “ Sal- 
vation,” I organized the Brighton Liberal Society. 
A bitter cold and fierce snowstorm raged all day on 
Sunday, which prevented the attendance of many re- 
siding at a distance. Yet nineteen adults became 
members, and the following excellent selection of 
officers was made: President, C. A. Shattuck; vice- 
president, Mrs. Emma Wade; secretary, Dr. W. A. 
Ferguson; treasurer, Richard Wade; Vigilance. 
Committee, W. L. Wade, Mrs. Julia Gunthorpe, H. 
J. Hern; Educational Committee, Dr. W. A. Fergu- 
son, Mrs. Della Lint, Thomas Gunthorpe; Social 
Committee, Peckett Stead, Alex. Lint, Ida Hopkins. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Hopkins are veterans of Liberalism ; 
.8 very aged couple, yet heart and soul devoted to 
promoting the happiness of their fellow-creatures. 
Mr. and Mrs. Shattuck and Friend Wheeler are like 
Mr. and Mrs. Gunthorpe and Mr. and Mrs. Wade, 
outspoken Liberals, living in a bigoted community of 
Dunkards, yet their lives are exemplary, their justice, 
kindly nature, and genuin Liberalism hav gained for 
them the respect and love.of all, even of those who 
deplore their lack óf Christianity. : 
Sunday night, the Prohibitionists having posses- 
sion of the hall, despite the bitter cold and storm I 


went to Mongo, a goodly delegation from Brighton. 


‘accompanying me. The lack of due notice and the 
'Severe weather prevented large attendance. Monday, 
"March 28th, I reluctantly bade the new-found but 
‘earnest, good friends of Brighton farewell, and long 
for the time of returning to again enjoy their gener- 
ous. hospitality and kindness. Cheered and invigo- 
rated, we started with good Father Wade, the treasurer, 
to Lima, and took the train for Eaton Rapids, Mich. 
C. B. REYNOLDS. 
—— ore 
Ingersoll on MeGlynn. 


From the Brooklyn Times. 


The attitude of the Roman Catholic church in 
Dr. McGlynn's case is consistent with the history and 
constitution of the Catholic church—perfectly con- 
sistent with its ends, its objects, and its means—and 
just as perfectly inconsistent with intellectual liberty 
and the real civilization of the human race. When a 
man becomes a Catholic priest, he has been convinced 
that he ought not to think for himself upon religious 
questions. He has become convinced that the 
church is the only teacher—that he has a right to 
think only to enforce its teachings. From that mo- 
ment he is a moral machine. The chief engineer 
resides at Rome, and he givs his orders through cer- 
tain assistant engineers until the one is reached who 
turns the crank, and the machine has nothing to do 
one way or the other. "This machine is paid for giv- 
ing up his liberty by having machines under him who 
hav also given up theirs. While somebody else turns 
his crank, he has the pleasure of turning a crank be- 
longing to somebody below him. 

Of course, the Catholic church is supposed to be 
the only perfect institution on earth. All others are 
not only imperfect, but unnecessary. All others hav 
been made either by man, or by the devil, or by & 
partnership—and consequently cannot be depended 
upon for the civilization of man. » 

' The Catholic church gets its power directly from 
God, and is the only institution now in the world 
founded by God. There was never any other so far 

` as I know, except polygamy and slavery and a crude 
kind of monarchy—and they hav been, for the most 
part, abolished. 

What right has a priest to go into the song 
business? He must kiss the toe of the pope—an 
even & corn on that toe has a far better right to think 
than he. And anyóne who has bowed to this author- 
ity can only regain his independence by open revolt. 

The Catholic church must be true to itself. It 
must claim everything, and get what it can. It alone 
is infallible. It alone has all the wisdom of this 
world. It alone has the right to exist. All other 
interests are secondary. To bea Catholic is of the 
firstimportance. Human liberty is nothing. Wealth, 
position, food, clothing, reputation, happiness—all 
these are less than worthless compared with what the 
Catholic church promises to the man who will throw 
all these away. 

A priest must preach what his bishop tells him. 
A bishop must preach what his archbishop tells him. 
The pope must preach what he says God tells him. 

Dr. McGlynn cannot make a compromise with the 
Catholic church. It never compromises when it is in 
the majority. Now and then a priest, or a member, 
who wishes to do a little thinking for himself—one 
who wishes to hav a little freedom—says to the 
Catholic church, as. the rooster did to the horse, 
* Let us agree not to step on each other's feet ;” but 
the church never makes the agreement. 

I do not mean by this that the Catholic church is 
worse than any other. All are alike in this regard. 
Every sect, no matter how. insignificant ; every 

' church, no matter how powerful, asks precisely the 
same thing from every member—that is to say, a 
surrender of intellectual »freedom. The Catholic 
church wants the same as the Baptist, the Presbyte- 


rian, and the Methodist—it wants the whole earth. 


It is ambitious to be the one supreme power. It 
hopes to see the world upon its knees, with all its 
tongues thrust out for wafers. It has the arrogance 
of humility and the ferocity of universal forgivness. 
In this respect it resembles every sect. Every relig- 
ion i8 a system of slavery. . 

Of course, the religionists say that they do not be- 
lieve in persecution; that they do not believe in 
burning and hanging and whipping or loading with 
chains a man simply because he is an Infidel. They 
are willing to leave all this with God, knowing that 
& being of infinit goodness will inflict all these hor- 
rors and tortures upon an honest man who differs 
with the church. 


‘upon his church and the labor party in this country. 


In case Dr. McGlynn is deprived of his priestly 
functions, it is hard to say what effect it will hav 


So long as a man believes that a church has eternal 
joy in store for him, so long as he believes that a 
church holds within its hand the keys of heaven and 
hell, it will be hard to make him trade off the hope 
of everlasting happiness for a few good clothes and 
a little good food and higher wages here. -He finally 
thinks that, after all, he had better work for less and 
go a little hungry, and be an angel forever. 

I hope, however, that & good many people who hav 
been supporting the Catholic church by giving tithes 
of the wages of weariness will see, and clearly see, 
that Catholicism is not their friend; that the church 
cannot and will not support them; that, on the con- 
trary, they must support the church. I hope they 
wil see that all the prayers hav to be paid for, 
although not one has ever.been answered. I hope 
they will perceive that the church is on the side of 
wealth and power, that the miter is the friend of the 
crown, that the altar is the sworn brother of the 
throne. I hope they will finally know that the 
church cares infinitly more for the money of the 
millionaire than for the souls of the poor. 

Of course, there are thousands of individual excep- 
tions. I am speaking of the church as an institution, 
as a corporation—and when I say the church, I in- 
clude all churches. It is said of corporations in gen- 
eral that they hav no soul, and it may truthfully be 
said of the church that it hasless than any other. It 
livs on alms. It givs nothing for what it gets. It 
has no sympathy. Beggars never weep over the mis. 
fortunes of other beggars. 

Nothing could giv me more pleasure than to see 
the Catholic church on the side of human freedom— 
nothing more pleasure than to see the Catholics of 
the world—those who work and weep and toil—sen- 
sible énough to know that all the money paid for 
superstition is worse than lost. I wish they could 
see that the counting of beads and the saying of 
prayers and celebrating of masses—and that all the 
kneelings and censer-swingings and fastings and bell- 
ringing amount to less than nothing—that all these 
things tend only to the degradation of mankind. It 
is hard, I know, to find an antidote for & poison that 
was mingled with a mother's milk. 

The laboring masses, so far as the Catholics are 
concerned, are filled with awe and wonder and fear 
about the church. This fear began to grow while 
-they were being rocked in their cradles, and they 
still imagin that the church has some mysterious 
power; that it is in direct communication with some 
infinit personality that could, if it desired, strike 
them dead, or damn their souls forever. Persons 
who hav no such belief, who care nothing for popes, 
or priests, or churches, or heavens, or hells, or 
devils, or gods, hav very little idea of the power of 
fear. 

The old dogmas filled the brain with strange mon- 
sters. The soul of the orthodox Christian gropes 
and wanders and crawls in a kind of dungeon, where 
the strained eyes see fearful shapes and the fright- 
ened flesh shrinks from the touch of serpents. 

The good part of Christianity—that is to say, kind- 
ness, morality—will never go down. The cruel part 
ought to godown. And by the cruel part I mean the 
doctrin of eternal punishment—of allowing the good 
to suffer for the bad—allowing innocence to pay the 
debi of guilt. So the foolish part of Christianity—that 
is to say, the miraculous—will go down. The absurd 


part must perish. But there will be no war about it as” 


there wasin France. Nobody believes enough in the 
foolish part of Christianity now to fight for it. No- 
body believes with intensity enough in miracles to 
shoulder a musket. There is probably not a Chris- 
tian in New York willing to fight for any story, no 
matter if the story is so old that it is covered with 
moss. No mentally brave and intelligent man be- 
lieves in miracles, and no intelligent man cares 
whether there was & miracle or not, for the reason 
that every intelligent man knows that the miraculous 
has no possible connection with the moral. “Thou 
shalt not steal” is just as good a commandment if it 
should turn out that the flood wasadrouth. “Thou 
shalt not murder" is a good and just and righteous 
law, and whether any particular miracle was ever 
performed or not has nothing to do with the case. 
There is no possible relation between these things. 

I am on the side not only of the physically op- 
pressed, but of the mentally oppressed. I hate those 
who put lashes on the body, and I despise those who 
put the soul in chains. In other words, I am in favor 
of liberty. I donot wish that any man should be 
the slave of his fellow-men, or that the human race 
should be the slaves of any god, real or imaginary. 
Man has the right to think for himself, to work for 
himself, to take care of himself, to get bread for him- 
self, to get a home for himself. He has a right to his 
own opinion about God and heaven and hell; the 
right to learn any art or mystery or trade; the right 
to work for whom he will, for what he will, and when 
he will. 


The world belongs to the human race. There is 


io be no war in this country on religious opinions, | 


against the propaganda. 
fate a few years ago? 
him in Spain, in Portugal, in Italy—in any other 
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except a war of words—a conflict of thoughts, of 
facts; and in that conflict the hosts of superstition 
will go down. 


They may not be defeated to-day, nor 
to-morrow, nor next year, nor during this, century, 


but they are growing weaker day by day. 


This priest, McGlynn, has the courage to stand up 
What would bav been his 
What would hav happened to 


country that was Catholic—only a few years ago? 


Yet he stands here in New York, he refuses to obey 


God's vicegerent ; he freely givs his mind to an arch- 
bishop ; he holds. the holy Inquisition in contempt. 
He has done a great thing. He is undoubtedly an 
honest man. He never should hav been a Catholic. 
He has no business in that church. He has ideas of 


‘his own—theories, and seems to be governed by 


principles. The Catholic church is not his place.- If 
he remains, he must submit, he must kneel in the 
humility of abjectness ; he must receive on the back 
of his independence the lashes of the church. If he 
remains, he must ask the forgivness of slaves for hav- 
ing been a man. If he refuses to submit, the church 
will not hav him. He will be driven to take his 
choice—to remain a member, humiliated, shunned, or 
go out into the great, free world a citizen of the 
republic, with the rights, responsibilities, and duties 
of an American citizen. 

I believe that Dr. McGlynn isan honest man, and that 
he really believes in the land theories of Mr. George. 
I hav no confidence in his theories, but I hav confi- 
dence that he is actuated by the best and noblest 
motivs. 

* Are you to go on the lecture platform again?” 

“I expect to after a while. I am now waiting for 
the church to catch up. I got so far ahead that I 
‘began almost to sympathize with the clergy. They 
looked so helpless and talked in such a weak, wan- 
dering, and wobbling kind of way that I felt as 
though I had been cruel. From the papers I see 
that they are busy trying to find out who the wife of 
Cain was. I see that the Rev. Dr. Robinson, of New 
York, is now wrestling with that problem. He be- 
gins to be in doubt whether Adam was the first man, 
whether Eve was the first woman; suspects that 
there were other races, and that Cain did not marry 
his sister but somebody else's rister, and that the 
somebody else was not Cain's brother. One can 
hardly overestimate the importance of these ques- 
tions—they hav such a direct bearing on the progress 
of the world. If it should turn out that Adam was 
the first man, or that he was nor the first man, some- 
thing might happen—I am not prepared to say what 
—but it might." 

It is a curious kind of spectacle to see a few hun- 
dred people paying a few thousand dollars a year for 
the purpose of hearing these great problems dis- 
cussed: “Was Adam the first man?" “ Who was 
Cain’s wife?” “Has anyone seen a map of the land 
of Nod?" “Where are the four rivers that ran mur- 
muring through the groves of paradise?"* “ Who was 
the snake? How did he walk? What language did he 
speak?" This turns a church into a kind of nursery, 
makes a cradle of each pew, and givs to each mem- 
ber a rattle with which he can amuse what he calls 
his mind. 

The great theologians of Andover—the gentlemen 
who wear the brass collars furnished by the dead 
founder—hav been disputing among themselvs as to 
what is to become of the heathen who fortunately 
died before meeting any missionary from that insti- 
tution. .One can almost afford to be damned here- 
after for the sake of avoiding the dogmas of Andover 
here. Nothing more absurd and childish has ever 
happened—not in the intellectual but in the theólog- 
ical world. 

There is no need of the Freethinkers saying any- 
thing at present. The work is being done by the 
church-members themselvs. ‘They are beginning to 
ask questions of the clergy. They are getting tired 
of the old ideas—tired of the consolations of eternal 
pain—tired of hearing about hell—tired of hearing 
the Bible quoted or talked about—tired of the scheme 
of redemption—tired of the trinity, of the plenary 
inspiration of the barbarous records of a barbarous 
people—tired of the patriarchs and prophets—tired 
of Daniel and the goats with three horns, and the 
image with the clay feet, and the little stone that 
rolled down-hill—tired of the mud man and the: 
ribbed woman—tired of the flood of Noah, of the as- 
tronomy of Joshua, the geology of Moses—tired of 
Kings and Chronicles and Lamentations—tired of 
the lachrymose Jeremiah—-tired of the monstrous, 
the malicious, and the miraculous. In short, they 
are beginning to think. They hav bowed their necks 
to the yoke of ignorance, and fear, and impudence, 
and superstition until they are weary. They long to 
be free. They are tired of the services—tired of the 
meaningless prayers—tired of hearing each other say, 
* Hear us, good Lord ”—tired of the texts, tired of 
the sermons, tired of the lies about spontaneous com- 
bustion as a punishment for blasphemy, tired of the 
bells, and they long to hear the doxology of super- 
stition. They long to hav Common Sense lift its 
hands in benediction and dismiss the congregation. 

R. Q. INGERSOLL. 
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Communications. 


Absurd Bible Stories. 


The Bible says that the earth brought forth grass 
and herb yielding seed, and tree yielding fruit, before 
the sun existed (Gen. i, 12); that Cain had a wife be- 
fore there was a woman on the earth, except his 
mother (Gen. iv, 17); that “when the sons of God 
came in unto the daughters of men, they bare chil- 
dren to them.” 

Tt is said in the book of Ezekiel that God visited 
harlots, waited on them, and entered into covenant 
with him, and they bare him sons and daughters 
(Ezek. xvi, 7, 8, 20-26 ; xxiii, 2-5). 

The Bible is crowded with stories of robbery and 
murder, said to be expressly commanded of God. As 
samples, see the following: Ex. xxxii, 27; Num. xxxi, 
7,17; Deut. xxv, 19; 1 Sam. xv, 2, 3; Ezek. ix, 6; 
Luke xix, 27. See also God's law how to satisfy a 
jealous husband (Num. v, 11-31). Read the account, 
and see how God treats married women. Read all 
these passages here referred to, then ask yourself 
how it can be possible for anyone. to believe that God 
would bav inspired men to so terribly blacken his 
own character that it even pains the clergy to hav 
the matter investigated. . 

God is represented in the Bible as a bloodthirsty 
and barbarous murderer. (See Deut. xxviii, 59—57 ; 
xxxii, 22-27, 42; 1 Sam. vi, 19, 20 ; 2 Sam. xxiv, 15; 
Isa. ix, 19-21; Jer. xix, 9.) Aud the priests hold 
that the Bible is true, yet they teach people contrary 
to what the Bible teaches, and they assume that God 
is good, and that the devil is bad; but if the pas- 
sages above referred to were ascribed to the latter, 
then there would be sufficient. reason to pronounce 
him bad; but since they are ascribed to God, the 
. devil is far the more respectable of the two, for there 
is no account.that he has ever taken anyone's life or 
anyone's property ; and there is no proof that he ever 
told a singlelie. "Tbe one laid to him in the Garden 
of Eden was no lieat all; it proved true, every word. 
Yet he is called a liar and a murderer, without a parti- 
cle of proof to rest upon. Nevertheless, he is said to 
be the father of those Jews that believed on Christ 
(John viii, 31-44). And so it says in Luke vi, 36, 
that they should be merciful as their father. 

Now, since God's chosen people (especially those 
who are said to hav believed on Christ) are declared 
to be the children of the devil, then whose children 
are we to suppose those to be who were unbeliev- 
ers? It says in John, "Neither did his brethren 
believe in him " (John vii, 5). 

And so the Bible teaches that the earth has four 
corners (Isa. xi, 12; Rev. vii, i) ; that it rests on pil- 
lars (1 Sam. ii, 8; Job. ix. 6); that the sun runs 
around it (Eccl. i, 5; Ps. xix, 5, 6). and moves for- 
ward and backward (Is. xxxviii, 8; 2 Kings xx, 11); 
that a man built a city ten years after he is said to 
hav been*dead and buried (1 Kings xvi, 6, 8; 2 
Chron. xvi, i); that one man was two years older than 
his father (2 Chron. xxi, 5, 20; xxii, 1, 2); that a 
father and his son were both of one mother (1 Kings 
xv, 1. 2, and ver. 8-10). - 

The writers of the books of Matthew and Luke 
hav attempted to giv a genealogy of Christ. Al- 
though both claim he was begotten by the Holy 
Ghost, yet they also both claim that Joseph was his 
father. However, they must hav been ignorant con- 
cerning Joseph's descent, because when the name of 
Joseph's father is required they seem to hav lost the 
track, and each makes his own selection of names for 
his list. Matthew says, Jacob begat Joseph (Matt. i. 
18). and Luke says it was Heli (Luke iii, 23). And 
in this manner they proceed, disagreeing till they 
reach David, and no doubt his reputation was famil- 
jar to both writers,so hie name was enrolled in both 
Jists. And during that period from Joseph to David 
Matthew has on his list twenty-seven names, which 
are supposed (by Christians) to be the exact number, 
and the proper names in their right places, and 
within the same period Luke has forty-two names on 
his list, and which are also supposed to be the exact 
` number and the right names. Yet only two names 
are alike in the two lists—that is from Joseph to 
David. 

Now, since these two writers were unable to trace 
the lineage of Christ even to his grandfather, with- 
out making such blunders, how, then, can we 
suppose that they could make a true record of his 
more remote ancestors ? 

If God inspired men to write an account of Christ's 
lineage, why did he not do it before he had forgotten 
most of the names of the ancestors? Had it been 
written while Joseph lived, he might, at least, hav 
told them the name of his father. 

The probability is that solong a period of time had 
passed when the gospels were written that all traces 
of Christ's lineage were lost, and that the whole 
story regarding Christ and the miraculous concep- 
tion was an afterthought, the fabrication of design- 
ing priests. 

The writer of the book of Matthew has made up a 
genealogy of the Jewish kings down to David, except 
those he has left out by mistake. It says in chap, iv, 


has not been acceptable. 


Largely from Egypt. 
History of the Hast” (Harper & Bro., 1879), says, 


8, that Joram begat Ozias (Uzziah), who, as stated in 
the Oid Testament, was not born until sixty-one 
years after Joram was dead and buried, and during 
that period three generations were produced, and 
their names Matthew has omitted. They were Aha- 
ziah, Jehoash, and Awmaziah. Uzziah is also called 
Azariah, the son of Amaziah (see 2 Kings xv, 1, 2, 7, 


32; 2 Chron. xxvi, 1, 3, 23; 1 Chron. iii, 11, 12). 


Read thése passages that you may form an idea of 


what credit you can giv to this gospel writer. 


The gospel makers tell us that Christ was of the 
seed of David. However, they contradict themselvs 
on that point, since they tell us that the Holy Ghost 
And as they hav failed to giv us any 
account of his mother’s pedigree, then what evidence 
is there left to ascertain the true descent of Christ? 


was his father. 


Not any at all. 


It is not Joseph's pedigree we want, as that has 
nothing to do with the ancestry of Christ, unless 
Joseph was his natural father ; if so, then his divinity 
is disproved. Yet it cannot be proved that he was a 
descendant from David, especially since the genea- 
logical lists are contradicted in the Old Testament; 
besides, they contradict each other in every particu- 
lar, and are consequently unfit to prove anything, 
least of all God’s descent from David. If Mary was 
the only earthly parent of the son of God, we should 


hav had her genealogy instead of that of Joseph. 


The fact is, that a true genealogy of Christ is nowhere 


to be found. 


As to who was the real father of Christ, his 
mother’s opinion ought to hav more weight on that 
But there is no 
evidence to the effect that she believed her boy was 
It says in Luke ii, 41, that “ his 
parents went to Jerusalem every year [not to Egypt 
as Matthew 'says], and when he was twelve years 


subject than the opinion of others. 
the son of a ghost. 
old,” his parents lost sight of him at the feast of the 


passover, and with their utmost effort could not find 
him till after three days; and when they found him 


his mother said to him (verse 48), * Son, why hast 
thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and 1 
hav sought thee sorrowing." 


But Mary's testimony has been of no use to the 


church, 28 there could be no money in it, therefore it 
Because a story about a 


son of Joseph would cause no better result for im- 
postors than a story about any other man’s son. So 
that, bad not the ghost story been invented, it would 


not hav been practicable for designing priests to ob- 
tain money from people by offering them Christ's 


security, notwithstanding there is not a priest living 


who knows whether either Christ or the Holy Ghost 
ever existed; and by way of proof, they can adduce 
no better evidence than the tale of a dream. 


Omaha, Neb., A. JACOBSON. 


—— 
Egypt’s Concealed Religion. 
To toe Eprror or Tug Truru SxrkEB, Sir: I was 


much interested in reading an editorial in the CAris- 
tion at Work of March 8th concerning an Egyptian 


mummy recently unwrapped in New Brunswick, 
N. J. The writer says that “these mummies 


reveal the belief of the Egyptians in the resurrection 
of the body,” and asks, “ Where did they get this 
doctrin?' Where did the Jews get it? In fact, 
where did they get their entire religious system ? 
Philip Smith, “The Ancient 


page 195: “ Herodotus learned that the Egyptians of 
Thebes recognized one supreme God, who had no 
beginning and would hav no end;” and further, page 
196, that he was called Nuk-pu-nuk—" I am that I 
am” (see Ex. iii, 14). Again, on the same page, he 
says: “Other papyri tell us that ‘he is the sole gen- 
erator in heaven and earth; and that he is not engen- 
dered—that he is the sole living God who has en- 
gendered himself—he who is from the beginning— 
he who created all things, but is himself uncreated.’ 
That the original worship of Egypt was in accord- 
ance with this theology is indicated by at least one 
ancient monument, the temple of King Shafre [of the 
fourth dynasty], in its freedom from idols and sym- 
bolic decorations; and perhaps by the oldest pyra- 
mids.” Thus the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
was the God of the highest Egyptian theology. 
Egypt had, in fact, two religions; one, the absurd 
polytheism, with crews of apes, ibises, bulls, etc.; the 
other, of which the priests barely allowed Herodotus 
to catch a glimpse, but which we now know, was the 
worship of one supreme God. The priests—and 
perhaps the king—had the sole knowledge of this 
latter religion. Now, as Moses lived in the reigns of 
Rameses II. and his son-successor, Meneptha—about 
1430 z.c. to 1332 5.0.—and the era of the fourth dy- 
nasty, above-mentioned, is about 3200 s c., it seems 
very probable that he had got a sight of tbat religion 
of which Herodotus was “barely allowed to catch a 
glimpse." 
God from Egypt, but their idea of the trinity as well, 
for in the Egyptian polytheism there are several 
iriads— father, mother, and son, as Osiris. Isis, and 
Horus; Phtha, Pasht, and Mouth, etc. Further, in 
the Egyptian “ Ritual of the Dead,” which may be 
called the Egyptian Bible, we may read (Smith, page 


Not only did the Jews get their idea of. 


215): “ʻI hav given food to the hungry; I hav given 
the thirsty to drink; I hav furnished clothing to the 
naked.’ Tradition ascribed its oldest parts to He- 
septi, of the first dynasty, and Menkare, of the 
fourth, and chapters of it are found on monuments 
earlier than the Hyksos [about 1900 n c.]." It seems 
that the Egyptians were also acquainted with the 
story of AtJantis—-“ Atlantis, which was beyond the 
pillars of Hercules.” It is probable that the story of 
the Deluge owes its origin to Atlantis. “Solon vis- 
ited Sais (a capital of ancient Egypt) in the reign of 
Amasis—about 570 3.c—and from a Seite priest 
learned the fable of Atlantis" (Smith, page 167). . As 
the Egyptians had the oldest civilization, so. they 
must hav had the oldest religion; and I dare say 
their “ Ritual of the Dead” does not contain as many 
absurd, immoral, and self. contradictory stories as the 
Christian Bible of to-day. 

But I am allowing my pen to run away with me, 
and must close. Before I do so, however, I must ask 
you to let the above see printers’ ink through the 
columns of your truth seeking paper. By the way, 
don’t you think Brother Hallock might relish the 
foregoing remarks? : INFIDELIS. 

Allegheny, Pa., March 9, 1887. 

——— —9— 99— —— — —— 


Christianity, Murder, and Anarchy. 


` Before God, if you were to go home and drive a dagger to 
the heart of your mother it would not be so great a sin as ig 
the sin of unbelief. There is no avoiding these truths if the 
word of God is true (Evangelist Dr. L. W. Munhall, Claren- 
don street Baptist church, Boston, March 1, 1887, as reported 
in Boston Givbe March 2d). à : 
This man, if he can be called a man, declares “ be- 
fore God” that unbelief is a greater sin than matri- 
cide, and bases his authority on “the word of God.” 
It is very probable that he can prove. his assertion by 
that “word,” for human life is rated very low in its 
sacred pages, and belief in the Jewish Jehovah and: 
the Christian savior very high; especially is the life 
of woman of but little account. I think the consis- 
tent evangelist, Munhall, can prove by the words of 
his Lord and master, Jesus Christ, that unbelief in 
himself (Jesus) is a greater sin than hating all one’s 
relations, for did not this divine teacher affirm, “ If 
&uy man come to me, and hate not his father, and 
mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and 
sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my 
disciple ?” (Luke, xiv, 26.) And did not his father, 
God, command good, old, faithful Abraham to sacri- 
fica his own son in order to test his belief in him? 
I'm quite sure Evangelist Munhall can support his 
theory by Bible texts innumerable, but that only 
makes it so much the worse for the Bible, unless we 
are going to believe that murder is less & crime than 
to doubt that Jesus is the son of God, and equal with 
him, or disbelieving that his blocd (that he never 
Shed) at the eleventh hour will launch a matricide into 
the presence of this God and redeemer, forever to 
enjoy uninterrupted bliss. 'To disbelieve these, and 
similar fables, we are taught is worse than any crime 
we can commit. Is it not plainly to be seen that 
such teachings are subversiv of all good morals? 
Suppose an ungrateful, disobedient son, after 
listening to this ranting effusion of Munhall’s, bad 
reasoned thus: “Now, I hate my mother. God 
don’t think it would be much of a sin for me to kill 
her, and why should I? Not half as great a sin for 
me to kill her as to doubt God's goodness and reject 
his glorious scheme of salvation! Now I do believe 
all that the evangelist said to-night. I do believe 
God will save to the uttermost. all who come unto 
him believing. Now, if I kill my old mother—she’s 
good for nothing, she’s right in my way—if I kill her, - 
believing Christ's blood will save me, it will save me; 
I hav only to believe. There is the promi. all sure 
for the next world, and I'll manage it for this world 
so as not to get caught. I'll escape detection. PH 
put the old woman out of the way, and nobody will 
ever be the wiser for it.” i 
Now, we wıll suppose this son returns home and 
* drives a dagger into the heart of his mother,” in- 
tending to set fire to her clothing, thereby conceal- 
ing the crime, then giving the alarm as if he had re- 
turned and found her on fire; but a neighbor is ac- 
cidentally too quick for him, and enters as he is with- 
drawing the dagger, and seizes him. "The poor old 
mother, with her dying gasp, declares that her son 
stabbed her, and the neighbor saw it with his own 
eyes. Now, what are we going to do with this man ? 
What is the law going to do with him? The crim. 
inal protests that he should not hav murdered his 
mother but for listening to Evangelist Munhall's 
sermon that evening. He tells his pathetic story, 
which is true. Again, I inquire, what shall be done 
with him? And now, I inquire, what shall be done 
with Munkall, who incited him to commit the déed ? 
Shall he be allowed to goon throwing his evangelical 
bombs into the camp of weak-headed Pocasset Free- 
mans until little children and venerable, loving 
mothers are sacrificed to the dynamite Christianity 
of frenzied evangelical Anarchists. 
Political protection requires that eight men be 
hung for their incendiary bomb-shell language; 
ought not, then, such religious Anarchists as Mun- 


| hall the “two Sams,” Moody, Harrison, and the 
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Salvation Armyists, to be restrained when they are 
constantly using such religious Anarchical language 
as here reported, frightening people into insanity, 
murder, and suicide? Pray, let.us be consistent, and 
if we can hang men for incendiary state Anarchical 
language, let us not encourage tramping revivalists 
with their mouths full of Christian Anarchical blas- 
phemy, whose fittest place is an insane asylum, peni- 
tentiary, or dungeon, where they will be prevented 
from longer fattening on the weak imbecils, who, we 
read every day, are forsaking all they hav to become 
followers of these peripatetic wanderers. 

To conclude: Would any other such monstrous, 
unnatural falsehoods as are uttered in the name of 
God by these Christian lunatics be tolerated in a 
Civilized country like the United States? Would not 
some way be devised to suppress such a criminal 
nuisance? But it is religion and must not be med- 
died with, we are told. So is Mormonism a religion, 
but our government found:a way to squelch its 
polygamy when it became disastrous to the republic. 
What is Mormonism when compared with this Chris- 
tian religion as a whole? What is state Anarchy? 
Why, this religion is state and church Anarchy com- 
bined, of the very worst kind, making murder in the 
eyes of God and man of but slight consequence com- 
pared to unbelief. Unbelief in what? 
be damned.” Ezra E. Grssow. 

Barre, Mass., March 18, 1887. 


———— te 


Beecher in Hell or Heaven—Which ? 


ANOTHER REPLY TO THE YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSO- 
CIATION. 


GENTLEMEN: I hav your card asking, “Why am I 
not a Christian?’ But how am I to know what is 
Christianity ? Christ never wrote anything, and all 
that we know about it we get from a book which we 
‘cannot understand. The Catholics believe that Mar- 
tin Luther is in hell, and the Protestants believe him 
to be in heaven. Then, from this book somebody 
made a creed, and no doubt did as well as they knew 
how; and, according to this creed, founded on the 
Bible, the soul of Henry Ward Beecher now is being 
tortured in eternal fire. 

According to the Bible, Christ forgave a thief, 
and also he forgave his murderers, and they are now 
in heaven, and, yet they were all unbelievers, for they 
did not believe him to be the son of God. If, 
as I suppose, Mr. Beecher did believe Christ to be 

. the son of God, it won't do for you tosay that he now 

is in hell, unless you consider him worse than a thief 
and a murderer. And I do not believe that Mr. 
Beecher ought to be damned for not having been a 
Presbyterian, or a believer in the Congregational 
creed. 

Now, if those Chicago ministers who refused to 
send their sympathies to Mrs. Beecher are right, the 
soul of Henry Ward Beecher now isin hell And if 
one of them had. been called to preach his funeral 
sermon, and he had the courage to stand by his creed, 
he might be able to comfort the widow by saying: 

-“ The. Congregational ministers of Chicago would 
hav been glad to send you their sympathies had 
they been sure it would not hav offended God. But 
you hav this comforting consolation of knowing that 
we hav a just God, and he knows best how to treat 
the one whom you lose. Yes, poor man, he made a 
mistake in his theological opinions, and must suffer 


now in hell, but as God is merciful, let us hope that. 


he will make him as comfortable as will be consistent 
with the creed of the Congregational church.” 


CHARITY FOR THE OHIOAGO OLERGY. 

Honest men are entitled to the respect of honest men, but 
if wrong in their opinions, their opinions, and only their opin- 
ions, should be condemned. . The press has been a little un- 
kind in its condemnation of the Congregational ministers who 
at Chicago voted against sending Mrs. Beecher an expression 
of sympathy for her and of sorrow that the one whom she 
loved was dying. Now if these men believed that Henry 
Ward Beecher was a preacher of a doctrin that would be the 
means of sending men to hell, they should hav rejoiced at his 
death, and they would hav been a set of hypocrits had they 
said that they were sorry for the death of such a man. "There. 
fore I respect them for their honesty, not for their opinions. 

After all, religion consists in just this, and that is about all 
there is of it: Itis either heaven or hell for everybody. Now, 
as good men differ in their opinions as to the condition of men 
after death, I will giv the opinion of the Rev. J. E. Richards, 
who for many years preached at the Congregatiónal church 
at St. Johns. When under oath in court he swore that he 
believed that God will say to the wicked, ‘‘ Depart from me, 
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his 


angels." Now, as this opinion was given under oath, I sup-. 


pose that it must be Congregationalism; and, if those 
Chicago ministers helieved that Mr. Beecher, by his system 
of false theology, was the means of leading men to eternal 
destruction, their expression of sorrow at his death would hav 
been a libel. I honor them for their vote, but I condemn 
their theology. : 

Mr. Beecher's great soul was so full of humanity that he 
could not believe that the great majority who hav passed over 
the river are now being tortured by devils in eternal fire. He 
differed with Mr. Richards and other good men as to the con- 
dition of men after death, and had no respect for the religion 
of heaven or hell for everybody, and almost everybody for 
hell And whether right or wrong, if honest in his opinions, 
he should hav the respect of all honest men. And while I 
say this much for Mr. Beecher, I am just as ready to say as 
much for those ministers of Chicago. Whether right or 
wrong, if they were honest, they were entitled to the respect 
of honest men. e 

I differ with them in my opinions, 


“Believe or | 


are honest they should be considered simply objects of pity, 
as those who are the victims of superstition, and who, unlike 
Mr. Beecher, hav not been able to evolute out of the old ruts 
of tte dogmas of the past. But Jet us all hav charity one for 
the other, and never abuse any man for his honest opinions. 


You will notice that I hav said if honest, these 
ministers-were entitled to respect; but if you will read 
the following item, which appeared a few days later, 
you will see that those ministers were either dishon- 
est, or a set of cowards who were ashamed to stand 
by their barbarous ereed and be ridiculed by an in- 
telligent public: $e Y 

The Congregational clergymen of Chicago, with two dis- 
senting votes, hav passed resolutions of eulogy for Beecher 
and of sympathy with his wife. But it is of comparativly 
little importance now. Those who objected before showed 


their uncharitableness, and a subsequent deference to public 
opinion does not wipe out that fact. 


The very last words of Christ before he died upon 
the cross were against damning unbelievers. He 
was against John Calvin’s creed, and against the 
Presbyterian creed, and against all creeds that are in 
favor of damning unbelievers. His prayer was 
“ Father, forgiv them, for they know not what they 
do.” He was for forgiving, but, gentlemen, your 
creed is for damning, 80 I will ask, as you asked me, 
Why are you not Christians ? 
BEECHER AND CALVINISM. 

Gentlemen, you hav asked why am I not a Chris- 
tian; but what am I. to do? Beecher claimed to be 
& Christian, and Calvin claimed to be & Christian, aud 
each one had a multitude of believers. Beecherism 
hates Calvinism, and Calvinism hates Beecherism. 
Now, please read the following evidence of love and 
good fellowship between professed Christians: 

ANOTHER ORAOK AT BEEORHER. 

MixsNZzAPOLIS, Minn., March 11.— The Woathwestern Pres- 
byterian, published here, contains a bitter attack on the late 
Henry Ward Beecher, saying that “ his treatment of Calvin- 
ism and the religion of our fathers would cause the devout to 


shudder.” The article expresses the belief that Mr. Beecher 
should hav died sooner. 


Now you see, according to the report, the Presby- 
terians think that Mr. Beecher should hav died 
sooner ; that is, if God had known as much about 
Beecher as the Presbyterians did, he would hav 
killed him, or arranged to hav him die sooner. You 
see, they did not like to hear him talk against Calvin- 
ism and the religion of their fathers, Now, first, let 
us see what was Calvinism. A short time since, I 
expressed my opinion for a Detroit paper in these 
words, which the editor published with his comment: 


What is Calvinism, and what is Beecherism ? Calvin be- 
lieved that a few had been elected to be saved, and that at 
the outset it was ordained that all others should be damned. 
He burnt Servetus at the stake with a slow fire made of green 
wood so as to prolong his torture as long as possible. He 
burnt him with fire for two hours in this world, and believed 
that God will and ought to burn him forever in the next 
world. Calvinism, if it had the power, would hav burnt 
Beecher, and 8180 would burn Dr. Rexford, and every Uni- 
versalist and Unitarian now living, for believing just as Ser- 
vetus believed, and for which he was put to death. Servetus 
believed that Christ was the son of God, and the son of God 
only. Calvin's creed was eternal fire for all whovdid not be- 
lieve as he believed. Mr. Beecher did not like such a creed, 
and is reported as saying that ‘‘ the God depicted in orthodox 
creeds was an infernal demon, worse than any imagined by 
Dante, and he would not worship such & God, even if he 
were damned for it.^ 'The trouble with Beecher was that he 
had too good an opinion of God to be popular with the truly 
orthodox. 

Now, Calvinism, as barbarous as it is, is indorsed by many 
good people, who are among our best friends. Everybody 
has the right, of all isms and creeds, to select the one which 
suits him best. And as for me, I rather like Beecher’s creed 
of humanity in preference to the creed of eternal fire. Ido 
not believe in kicking a lion after he is dead, and hav given 
a specimen of Calvinism as an offset to the attack on Mr. 
Beecher by the Northwestern Presbyterian. M. BaBoook. 

[Calvin prosecuted Servetus and approved of his death; 
but objected to burning as an ** atrocity,” and wanted him 
put to death by the sword.—Ep. JOURNAL.] 


Now, in his criticism, the editor admits that Calvin 
was a murderer, only he, the founder of the Presby- 
terian church, preferred to see Servetus butchered 
by having his head cut off with a sword. Now, let 
us see what was the religion of their fathers that the 
Presbyterians so love. 

They believed in witches, and they believed in 
whipping women upon their bare and bleeding backs, 
while, tied to the end of a cart, they were dragged 
through the streets of the town. They whipped 
these poor Quaker women because they were not 
Presbyterians, and because they thought it would 
make God feel good to see them maul those poor, 
pitiable creatures for having a better opinion of him 
than they had. Let me giv a Presbyterian hymn, 
which should hav been entitled “The Mother's Con- 
solation :” 

For hell is crammed with infants damned 
Without & day of grace. 

The Rev. Mr. Ambrose, in a sermon on “ Deoms- 
day," drew this picture: 

When the damned hav drunken down whole draughts of 
brimstone one day, they must do the same anotherday. The 
eye shall be tormented with the sight of devils; the ears 
with the hideous yellings and outcries of the damned in 
flames; the nostrils shall be smothered, as it were, with 
brimstone; the tongue, the hand, the foot, and every part 
shall fry in flames. 


And such was the religion of their fathers which 


and believe that if they! Henry Ward Beecher denounced, and for having 


done so the Northwestern Presbyterian thinks that 
he should hav died sooner. M. Bazcocg, 
St. Johns, March 27, 1887. 


—— Ah dt cee 
The Indians. 


Giv me where to stand and I will lift the world. 


Thus said Archimedes to show the power of a 
lever upon a fulcrum. 

Go into all the world and preach this my gospel unto 
every creature (Christ). 

I am determined to know nothing among you, save Christ 
and him crucified (St. Paul). 

Hence Christians regard Christ as the moral lever, 
the cross as the fulcrum, and the pulpit as the place 
to use it for the moral elevation of the world. 
Eighteen centuries of trial and failure prove their 
mistake. The Liberals among all classes hav adopted 
free thought, free speech, and free men as their lever, 
with science as their fulcrum. But they are not 
agreed as to the stand from whence to work. One 
party claims that Spiritualism is the strong point ; 
the other party claims that the Secular Union League 
is all-sufficient. But good common sense tells us 
that redress should begin where the wrong com- 
menced. Our first national sin was to take the 
Indians’ land without giving them an equivalent. 
Then we took the negroes’ toil without pay, and, to 
cap the climax, we are forcing them to believe our 
religion or be damned. 

A reverend editor of a Christian Advocate affirms 
that because “they refuse to believe the gospel they 
must perish from the earth.” Another editor affirms 
that we, like the Lord's people of old, hav a divine 
commission “ to slay the heathens” (Indians) and 
“to take their land for an heritage.” An eminent 
Christian lady (Mrs. Jane Swishelm) said, in the Rev. 
Dr. Sunderland's church, Washington, D. C.: “If I 
were a man I would hunt, shoot, trap, and kill In- 
dians the same as I would kill wildcats and wolves ;” 
and in her published account of the lecture, she said, 
“When: I uttered that there was such a loud and 
long applause that it seemed as though the roof 
would burst from the church." This was spoken on 
account of the Minnesota Indian raid in 1862, when 
the northern tribes had been robbed of all their an- 
nuities for five years, amounting to five hundred 
thousand dollars, and after they had given due notice 
that if not relieved within a given time they would 
fight for food rather than die like starved dogs. 

I hav just read the item in your issue of February 
19th under the caption of “ The Indian Problem." I 
agree with you that the government “ policy is a 
stupendous failure," and that it is as impossible for 
the Indians to be elevated by the teaching of conflict- 
ing creeds as it is for water to flow above its source. 
I hav just read in the Banner of Light of Feb. 19, 
1887, of the treachery practiced to capture and kill a 
distinguished chief: ‘‘ General West sent a message 
to Mangus, an Indian chief, in Arizona Territory, ex- 
pressing & desire to make & treaty of peace. In 
obedience to the summons, the old chief appeared, 
when he was at once seized by the general and 
ordered to be placed in the guard-house, and the 
guard was instructed that if he stirred during the 
night to kill him. The old chief, being informed of 
the order, was extremely quiet, until a hot iron was 
thrust through & small opening near his hip, which 
caused him to jump to his feet. He was instantly 
killed, his head cut off, and his skull sent to the 
Smithsonian Institute at Washington." 

I will giv one more case out of scores of similar 
cases which are on authentic record, in the hope that 
their enormity may arouse public sentiment for a 
prompt redress. 

Early in October, 1854, Major Lupton, of South- 
ern Oregon, came into the room where the jury were 
sitting (I was present), during court week, at Jack- 
sonville, and said: “ Gentlemen, I hav been to the 
camp of redskms below here, and I hay put them 
off their guard by telling them that they will not be 
troubled by the whites any more, so they may stay 
where they are in peace. Now, I propose that we 
organize three companies to go round and kill the 
entire band.” : 

There was only one voice heard in protest against 

this horrid proposition. The companies were formed, 
and on the following Sunday night approached near 
the camp, and at early dawn of morning fired simul- 
taneously upon two hundred sleeping men, women, 
and children, and then, with their revolvers, shot 
down as many as they could of those who were able 
to run for life. A few escaped, and the next day 
burnt ten houses and killed fifteen people. The 
Oregon newspapers reversed the occurrences 80 88 
to make it appear that the massacre of the Indians 
was to chastise them for the burning, etc. 
- There is no subject of such great importance, 
so greatly misunderstood, as the Indian problem; 
and, as cheating them was the first, if not the great- 
est, of our national sins, therefore restitution is the 
right place for Liberals of every class to try with 
their moral levers to elevate this oppressed race, as à 
necessity, before it is possible to raise themselvs to 
the desired position. Joun BEESON, 

Talent, Or., March 4, 1887. 
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A “Converted Atheist? Sample. 


From Houston, Tex., a friend forwards the follow- 
ing invitation: 

** Houston, March 24, 1887. 

t DEAR Sæ: You are respectfully invited to the lectures 
of B. P. Barnum, M.D., at Gray’s Opera House, beginning 
Sunday, March 27th, at 11 a.m. and 8 p.m. 

‘¢ He was but recently, as you are perhaps aware, a distin- 
guished Atheistical writer and lecturer, but is now speaking 
and writing with still more energy and power, to build up 
that which he heretofore endeavored to destroy. 

** Yery respectfully, 
‘Tum CHUROH OF THE ER " 

In behalf of several thousand Atheists we beg 
leave to state that we are not aware that Mr. Bar- 
num, M.D., was but recently a distinguished Atheist- 
ical writer and lecturer. Within our recollection, 
and to the best of our knowledge and belief, we 
never heard of him, of his writings, nor of his plat- 
form work. His fame could not hav been blown 
very far, or some echo of it would hav reached the 
East. 

It is of such € as this Barnum that the 
church makes capital, and her gullible followers take 
the fellows at their own valuation, and derive great 
comfort from the supposititious exercise of the 
Lord’s power in bringing them to Jesus. The 
chances are ten to one that pretenders of this class 
are unprincipled rogues seeking to make money easily 
by playing the converted Atheist role, and thereby 
getting into the pockets of the churchmen. 

It is not impossible that an Atheist should be con- 
verted to Christianity, for men’s reason will some- 
times forsake them; but such instances are rare, and 
when found, it usually happens that the converted 
lecturer is more knave than fool. 

——— 9—$—495————————— 


Three Logical Preachers. 


A Methodist writes to his church organ that at dif- 
ferent times he has been puzzled by the words of his 
preachers. One said that “morality had nothing to 
do with the Christian religion. ” Another, that 

“moral men were the worst men in the community.” 
À third implored his hearers * to giv up their moral- 
ity and come to Christ.” 

There is nothing in this which should puzzle a 
Christian. Morality and religion are widely separated. 
The moral man is he who does right in this world— 
that is, deals with the world honestly, abuses no one, 
is kind to all, and does what he can to make the peo- 
ple with whom he comes in contact happier. A re- 
ligious man is controled by different sentiments. 
He is oceupied in honoring “ God,” cajoling Christ 
into accepting him as a lamb, and in general doing 
what he can to get to heaven. A religious. man also 
attends to other people’s business with a fervor, the 
temperature of which is regulated by his civil power. 
Morality is a calm doing of justice. Religion is a 
tropical sentiment seeking to profit by a huge injus- 
tice—that of loading the consequences of sin upon an 
innocent person. 

Christ reckoned morality as secondary to faith. 
His emphatic affirmatiy command was not, Be 


moral! but, Hav faith! No evangelical church 
holds that morality will “save” a man, but all teach 
that “ except ye believe and are baptized ye cannot 
be saved.” It is true, Christ denoünced iniquitous 
conduct and foul thoughts, but the tenor and general 
drift of the four gospels is, Hav faith; thy sins, 
though many, are forgiven, for thy faith hath saved 
thee. 

The preacher who said that morality had nothing 
to do with the Christian religion was right. There 
is no connection between them. The most immoral 
man in the world can believe in Christ as his savior, 
and be, therefore, a good Christian.. According to 
the teachings of the church, he can also reach heaven, 
and thus obtain his reward for his belief. The 
preacher who thinks moral men the worst men in the 
community is right, from his standpoint. A moral 
man in & community, who is an unbeliever, keeps 
more victims out of the fold than an immoral man 
can drag into it by joining the church. From the 
minister’s ground the moral man is the worse. The 
preacher who urged his hearers to giv up morality 
and seek religion probably had in mind the distinc- 
tion between morality and religion; and as he re- 
garded religion as of more importance than anything 
else in the world, he also spoke accurately. He did 
not intend that they should become immoral in 
action, but that they should drop their comforting 
dependence upon good works and seek religion. 

The value of the words of these preachers depends 
upon the way existence is viewed. If this world is 
of the most importance, then the moral man is the 
best, and to surrender the conviction that morality is 
of the greatest value would be & mistake fatal to 
civilization. If this world is a vale of tears, and the 
next a place of happiness to be gained at whatever 
cost, then certainly the moral and irreligious man 
is not acting as well for himself as the devotee. 

But who can prove that there is another world? 
And who cannot prove that this world needs all our 
efforts to make it habitable? 


e 
A Mohammedan Christ with Cash. 


There is a pious Mohammedan prophet i in the Pun- 
jaub of India who has a divine mission. He thinks 
himself and his book capable of converting the 
world, and he backs up his opinion with cash. A. 
fow days since a St. Louis man received a letter from 
him as follows: 


“ From Gulam Ahmad, an humble servant of the eternal 
God. and a follower of the chief prophet (Muhammad): 

“ With all respect and humility I (the compiler of * Burg- 
hin-i-Ahmadia") beg to say that the almighty has commissioned 
me to try, like the Nazarene prophet (Christ). to amend the 
morals of mankind with utmost humility, lowliness, respect, 
submission, and meekness, and to point out to the unac. 
quainted the straight way by which we can obtain salvation. 
perceive the manifestations of heavenly life, and by which 
the marks of being loved by the almighty become visible 
even in this physical world. For this purpose the book en- 
titled ‘ Burahin-i-Ahmadia’ has been compiled, of which 592 
pages hav been printed and published, according to the 
synopsis of contents given in the accompanying notice. But 
as the publication of the entire book will take a long time, it 
has been determined, for the sake of conviction, to invite the 
dissenters by sending out this special epistle, together with 
the inclosed notice, to all the distinguished clergy and Jews 
of note throughout all the continents of the world, as far as 
its transmission’ may be possible, and similarly to the chief 
leaders of Buddhists, Brahmas, Aryas, naturalists, Parsis, 
and the bigoted Maulanis (who do not believe in the existence 
of miracles and unusual deeds, and are hence suspicious 
against me).” 


He then invites the gentleman to come over and be 
convinced, and in case he fails to prove his religion 
to be the true one he will recompense the investigator 
for his time. With true religious dogmatism he 
writes : 


** Tf you do not come, you will yourself be answerable to 
God. After awaiting your arrival for three months, the 
statement of your indifference will ipso facto be noted in the 
book as stated above; but in case you do come, and fail to 
behold any heavenly signs during your stay with me for the 
time specified, you shall be paid 250 rupees per mensem (be- 
sides food and accommodation, which will be supplied free 
to all) as compensation to cover your damages, or as a recov- 
ery of fine in default of my promis. If you deem this sum 
inadequate to your dignity, I am even ready to pay as dam- 
ages or fine for unfulfilling promis whatever suitable sum 
you propose yourself, proportionate to your rank, if it be not 
beyond my means. It is, however, necessary that visitors 
desirous of recovering damages or fine should ask my per- 
mission beforehand through a registered note of their intent 
of coming over tome to enable me to limit the number 
according to the availability of my estate, but it is not requi- 
sit to do if otherwise. Finally, I thank God that he has been 
pleased to display, through his infinit grace, the reasons and 


doctrins of this true religion, and has placed me for the 
spread of it under the protection of the liberal government of 
the British nation, to whom I am grateful through the sense 
of obligation and gratitude. * Peace to all the followers of 
righteousness.’ With due respecta, I beg to remain, sir, 
« Your obedient well-wisher, Mirza GULAM AHMAD, 
“ Of Kadian, District Gurdaspur, Punjaub, India, Asia.” 


Here is a pointer for the missionary societies. 
Instead of sending preachers to India, let them invite 
the followers of Mohammed and Buddha to this 
country, pay their expenses, and operate upon them 
at their leisure. If they hav as firm a faith as this 
Mohammedan, they should make it known and bac 
it up with cash. 


Tomfoolery. 


To the Congregationalist must be awarded the 
cap and bells. It says: 

** We are asked why no report in the Andover caseis heard 
from the Visitors. We hav no means of knowing more 
of this matter than our readers, but it is fair to assume that 
on so grave a question abundant time will be taken to review 
all the points concerned, and reach a conclusion which shall 
carry not only weighty but conclusiv reasons with it, what- 
ever the decision may be. Judges in our civil courts some- 
times reserve their judgment many months in cases of far 
less importance than this." 

The Congregationalist talks foolishly. How in the 
world ean a court, even if composed of such eminent 
gentlemen as the Andover Board of Visitors, arrive at 
any conclusion upon a matter about which no human 
being can by any possibility know anything what- 
ever? 

The question for the Visitors to decide is, Shall the 
doctrin be taught in Andover College that the heathen 
who hav lived and died in ignorance of Christ and 
his alleged mission are given a chance after death to 
learn Christianity and thus escape hell? Whether 
such a theory shall be taught in Andover the Visitors 
may decide. Whether the theory is true, no son of 
woman can ever affirmativly know. It is beyond the 
range of possibility. If the whole Christian scheme 
were true, this point could not be settled without a, 
new revelation from the author of the “second pro- 
bation.” And as the whole Christian theory of the 
creation, fall, and “redemption” of man is pretty 
well settled to be the work of ecclesiastics, and not to 
hav even a small foundation of truth, the laborious 
review by the Andover Visitors of all the points con- 
cerned is, to say the least, a work of supererogation. 

Supposing the Visitors do sometime reach a con- 
clusion, and supposing they declare in behalf of the 
second probation theory—what then? Who believes 
that they know anything about it? And what 
grounds hav they for knowing? The opinion of the 
nakedest little heathen in Africa is entitled to the 
same weight as the voice of the grave and reverend 
seigneurs whose * decision" is so anxiously awaited. 

————— ———49-$——-———————— 
We Explain to Mr. John Smith. 

In Tur Truru SrEekzR of March 26th we told Mr. 
John Smith that our reason for capitalizing the 
words God, Christ, Bible, Christian, is because they 
are proper nouns. Mr. Smith rejoins: 

“t PITTSBURGH, March 25, 1887. 

“In your reply to John Smith you say the reason you 
use capital letters in printing God, Christ, etc.,is because 
they are proper nouns. I was under the impression they 
were only * proper’ nouns in the eyes of the religious world, 
but that you did not consider them so. As you print them 
you are merely following in the footsteps of all religious 
papers. Jonn Smita.” 

A little fuller explanation may be more satisfactory. 
In the first place, be it known to Mr. John Smith, 
there are Gods and gods. The pagans had many 
gods. These were lumped together and called gods 
with a small g. The name was a common noun. 
The name of any particular god, however, is a proper 
noun. S5 with the Hebrew god, Jah, Jehovah, or 
Yahweh, it is & propernoun. Christians hav changed 
this to God, and by the word we know that the Jew- 
ish Jehovah is meant. It is no answer to say that 
the Jewish Jehovah, or the Christian God, does not 
exist. We admit that. But neither is Allah a real 
personage, though the rules by which the English 
language is written would be flagrantly violated did 
we print the name of the Mohammedan god with a 
small a. Odin and Thor, Pan and Momus, and the 
hundreds of other ancient gods, are myths, but Mr. 
John Smith isn’t writing to the authors of all the 
Mythologies asking them to spell the titles with 
small initial letters. 

As it is with God, so is it with his alleged son. 
Christ is a title, and custom has imposed upon the 
printer the task of reaching to his “upper cage” when 
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setting such words. Jesus of Nazareth is only one 
of several Christs, but that portion of the world in 
which we liv has given him also the name of Christ, 
making the word as truly a proper noun as Jesus. 
Whether he ever lived or not is doubtful ; the weight 
of evidence is against the existence of any such man 
as it is pretended he was. But if he ever did liv, we 
may be sure there hav been an awful lot of lies told 
about him by the churchmen. ne 

Custom has also decreed that Christian shall be 
capitalized. It is the name of a particular sect of re- 
ligion, as Mohammedan, Jew, Confucian, or Buddh- 
ist, and as such is a proper noun. How does it look 
to spell confucian and buddhist this way ? 

The word bible, in itself, means the books. Of 
itself, and when used that way, it is not necessary to 
begin the word with a large B, as when we say of the 


Koran or The Kings that they are the bibles of the 


Mohammedans and of the Confucians. But in this 
country the Bible is the name of a particular collec- 
tion of books, bound together, and more or less con- 
nected in subject matter, and as -such is a proper 
noun and properly capitalized when written. How 
does the title of the american newspaper directory 
appear to Mr. Smith written this way ? 

There is no argument in writing God with a small 
g, though we hav such eminent authority for it as 
Mr. John Morley, and until there is we see no good 
reason for distinguishing the Christian deity by mak- 
ing him an occasion for breaking the rules of gram- 
mar. We do not wish to hoist him into greater 
prominence than he now enjoys. 


Ho 
Where is the Pope. 

The Rev. Edward McGlynn, Roman Catholic, says 
man has no right to private property in land, and he 
quotes scripture to prove it. Henry George’s doc- 
trins, he also says, are not opposed to the doctrins of 
the Catholic chureh. : 
The Rev. Henry A. Brann, Roman Catholic, says 
man has a right to private property in land, and he 
likewise quotes the Bible in support of his assertion. 
He adds, too, that the pestilential theories of Mr. 
George are contrary to the institutions and doctrins 
of the Catholic church. 
Holy brethren, are not these diverse interpreta- 
tions of the Word somewhat akin to the private 
judgment heresy of the Lutherans? Ifa sinful lay- 
man may, we crave you to know who shall settle the 


dispute when so much piety is at odds with itself. 
f Ėt 


` Bismarck’s Lapsus Lingua. 

The Catholic press of this country has for the past 
fow weeks been vociferous in claiming honor for 
the pope for preserving the peace of Europe by in- 
structing the Catholics to vote for Bismarck's septen- 
nate bill. Bismarck had said that unless the bill 
passed he would not answer for peace an hour. To 
insure the election of members of the Reichstag who 
would vote for it, Germany's great minister sought 
an alliance with the pope. The pope’s action, said 
the Catholic press, was solely because he desired 
peace, and great credit to Catholicism did they take 
therefor. 

In the upper house of the German Parliament, on 
the 23d ult., Mr. Bismarck made a speech advocating 
the abolition of the Falk ecclesiastical laws. These 
are the laws which hav oppressed the Catholic church 
most grievously, and which the pope has fought to 
the extent of his power. In concluding his plea for 
their abrogation Bismarck said: “I cannot allow my- 
self to break my word to the pope. At least, I shall 
personally carry out all I premised him.” 

This was rather an unfortunate expression of the 
prince’s for those journals which hav assured their 
limited world that Leo XIII. was seeking peace for 
Europe, and not power for himself and his church. 
Probably Bismarck had not read the Catholic jour- 
nals, and did not know to what depths of confused 
embarrassment he was subjecting the pious editors. 


e 
The Vincents? Opinion of the “Truth Seeker Annual,’ 
From. the American Nonconformist, 

Mr. Macdonald certainly has the knack of getting up cal- 
endars that will pay to keep on account of their intrinsic 
merit. The information that he manages to condense in 
these ANNUALS is just exactly what is needed, and what 
almost everybody ought to bav at hand. Besides some very 
valuable articles from experienced authors, this ANNUAL 
contains the Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the 
States and Territories of the United States. This alone is 
worth five times the price of the book, because residents of 
very many of the states and territories will be able to learn 
from this ANNUAL, for the first time, what barbarous laws 
disgrace their statute books, and they will know what needs 
to be done to insure their abolishment. The price is 25cents, 
and the advertisments alone are worth more than this. 


Editorial Notes. 


Tux Boston Transcript thinks that when new cardinals are 
“hatted ” by the pope, they are ‘‘ hated? by some of their 
less fortunate brothers. The Transcript seems to understand 
the character of ecclesiastical politicians. 


Last Sunday was the first day of spring that in this city 
could be enjoyed out of doors. Central Park was crowded, 
but all that could be seen of the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
and the American Museum of Natural History were the out- 
side walls. Mayor Hewitt and his fellow-directors should 
hasten a little in opéning the doors of these institutions. 


Mz. Anprew Jaoxson PESSE—whoever he may be—in a 
circular called the Industriai Money-Maker says : 

“Tre (Un)-TRUTH SEEKER—widely read by Infidels and Socialists 
—has been publishing horribly executed cuts, blaspheming Bible 
history, ete. Such Anarchistic caricatures should not be allowed 
to desecrate mail bags and should be fire-ed.” j 


We are calmly awaiting Mr. Jackson Pease's onslaught. 


Dr. Foorz's Health Monthly for April contains the doctor's 
argument before the Judiciary Committee of New York's 
Assembly against the passage of Comstock's bill which makes 
it a penal offense to advertise patent medicins or sell medical 
books for popular use. It is a good argument, and should 
be widely circulated. The Monthly contains also facts about 
the vice agent which, when the people know them, will make 
him less dangerous. ` 


Tur New York Observer says: ‘ We are compelled to be- 
lieve that at the end of this boasted century of missions, 
while not three million converts, nominal and real, hav been 
won to Christianity in pagandom, heathen and Mohammedan 
are two hundred million more than they were at the begin- 
ning of the century. The votaries of these faiths increase 
seventy times faster than the followers of Christ." At that 
rate, the prospect of converting the world is slim. ; 


A NEw church for Catholic worshipers in this city has been 
dedicated toSt. Veronica. This saint, it will beremembered, 
is the first person who possessed a picture of Jesus. While 
on his way to crucifixion, Veronica gave Jesus her handker- 
chief with which to wipe his face, and he returned it to her 
with the impress of his features upon it. We do not know 
whether the church in Washington street possesses that 
identical handkerchief or not, but no doubt it it can be pro- 
duced in hundreds of churches. 


As we predicted last week, Mayor Hewitt finds it easier to 
promulgate his order for Sunday closing of stores than to 
get it enforced. The police commissioners, to whom the 
mayor wrote, passed the order on to the superintendent of 
police, and he reports back that he hasn’t men enough to 
obtain evidence of the violation of the law. He has, how- 
ever, passed the order on to the captains of the police, who 
will instruct the patrolmen to enforce the law, and the patrol- 
men will do just what they hav done all along—be conven- 
iently blind. The Sunday laws are a stupendous humbug, 
useful only to develop hypocrits. 


a Or 

Mr. R. T. Buss, the owner of the yacht Coronet, which 
won the ocean race, is a good specimen of a certain class of 
Christians. Mr. Bush is very pious, attending church two 
or three times on Sunday, and all the week evening meetings. 
He would not say *' yacht" on Sunday for the world, and as 
to making à bet, if he did such a thing he would expect to 
lose heaven forever. But Mr. Bush is a business man, canny 
and shrewd as à Scotchman. He had a yacht on his hands 
that he did not want, and few people knew what a good 
yachtshe was. So he challenged all other keel schooner yachts 
to race across the ocean for a sweepstakes of $10,000 each. 
This was not offering to bet $10,000 that his yacht would 
win, explains Mr. Bush, for there was no chance about it; 
he knew his yacht would get across first, and where no 
chance enters into a contest, there is no gambling. Mr. 
Bush called the race a match ‘‘ for the purpose of testing and 
comparing the sea-going and sailing qualities of keel- 
schooner yachts built and now owned in this country." But 
the moment he heard the result of his bet, he offered the 
boat for sale. He sailed to win, and he won to sell! Then 
he sent a check for $500 to the Beecher Monument Committee, 
explaining that it was a portion of the ‘‘ premium from the 
Coronet-Dauntless race,” and thus eased his conscience of 
the sin of using money won by gambling on a yacht race. 
Whatever rating Lloyds may giv Mr. Bush’s ships, they 
would class his piety A1 from now till his death. 


Two weeks ago we noted that the mayor and excise com- 
missioners had asked the legislature to pass a bill allowing 
them to issue special licenses for the sale of light wines 
on Sunday afternoons. The action of the mayor has aroused 
the Methodists, and they are opening their churches to ** in- 
dignation meetings” of their parishioners. At one of these 


last Week the pastor said : 3 


“I hay seen some pretty bad mayors in New York in half a cent- 
uly; but I never knew any of them to favor anything half : o disas- 
trous as this law will be to the city if it goes on the statute-book. 
It is a burning shame that a mayor of New York should advocate 
such an outrage on the church people of the city.” 


This hot language was followed by a still hotter resolution: 


** Resolved, That we regard this proposition as the most infamous 
ever made by any chief magistrate of this metropolis, an indignity 
to all moral and religious, people and an insult to that God by 
whom kings rule and mayors govern and who hath said, ‘ Remem- 
ber the Sabbath day to keep it holy;’ and we call upon all moral 
order-loving people to unite with us in preventing the passage of 
the proposed law.” 


The heated pastor falls into several errors. The govern- 


| ment of this country derives its just powers from the consent 


of the governed. Unless God is a nativ-born or naturalized 
citizen of the United States, he can hav no voice in making 
our laws.. The mayor of this city is elected, not appointed. 
And even if God did say, ' Remember the Sabbath day to 


keep it holy," it was Saturday he meant, not Sunday. The 
Methodists seem to be poorly instructed. 


Says Pomeroy's Democrat: ‘* Tax Teura SEEKER of March 
19th has a red-hot—no, a lukewarm—picture that has a 
bushel of meat in it. In front of the wall and heavy barred 
gate duly locked, the word Sheol being over the gate, sits his 
Satanic majesty, barefooted, on & small box of brimstone, 
trying to warm his feet by a small outdoor fire of sticks. Be- 
side him is his bundle of linen and a three-tined pitchfork. 
The devil looks as disconsolate as does a hard-shel] Democrat 
after being fired out of the White House for applying for an 
office as the representativ of his people, and suggests the 
stage of happiness the great protector of Mugwumps may 
yet come to. On the wall of sheol is a notice to the effect 
that the old hell having been fiooded and put out, the place 
is to be let for a theological seminary. The picture is 
naughty, but full of pints.” 


Jupeine from the number of papers received containing 
favorable reports of their lectures, the Freethought mission- 
aries in the field are not only winning fame for themselvs, 
but are having a good effect upon the populations they visit. 
Mr. Reynolds is called ‘‘ able and eloquent,” and his manner 
of presenting his themes ‘‘ dramatic and picturesque.” Mr. 
Putnam is described as **of pleasing address and a finished 
orator." His style, w? are told, ‘‘is cultured and refined,” 
and his action “graceful and expressiv.” Mr. Remsburg 
sustains his reputation for presenting ‘‘ masses of facts in a 
scholarly and eloquent way," and Mr. Jamieson is set down 
as “eloquent and solid." Mr. Bell pleases the timid ones 
of the fold, because his ‘‘ scholarly periods do not offend." 
Dr. York is very generally called the ‘‘Ingersoll of the 
West,” and Mr. Watts is reported from Canada as '' holding 
his audiences in rapt attention." He has challenged all the 
ministers of Toronto or of any other city throughout the 
Dominion, to debate with him, but so far without finding a 
victim. Captain Adams, of Montreal, is doing yeoman ser- 
vice in lecturing to the intelligent of his city and in writing 
letters to the Montreal journals. One of his recent letters 
upon the Sabbath question—which is up for discussion 
there—is the best, for a short review, that we hav seen. Mr. 
J. D. Shaw, of the Independent Pulpit, has taken the field 
in Texas, and the papers say he givs excellent satisfaction, 
being a ‘logical, forcible, and pleasant speaker.” His 
oratory is ‘‘ chaste and refined, and he wins many warm ad- 
mirers.” Itis pleasant also to learn that he obtains many 
subscribers to the Pulpit wherever he lectures. Of the other 
speakers we hear less; but Dr. Severance was a power in 
the recent Labor Convention at Cincinnati; E C. Walker is 
fighting the best he can from behind the iniquitous bars of a 
Kansas county jail; J. H. Burnham occasionally emerges 
from his retirement at Saginaw City, and electrifies an audi- 
ence; Colonel Kelso keeps the church stirred up around 
Longmont, Col.; Mrs. Freeman speaks for all who wish, 
and her auditors, we are told, are more than pleased. Helen 
Gardener is at present living here in New York, but when she 
does go out the reporters hasten to throw themselvs at her 
feet. Mrs. Colman is warned by age not to tax her strength 
upon the rostrum, but her reminiscences are enjoyed by a 
larger audience than any grand opera house would hold. 
She has had her share of aged eggs and crowns of glory for 
her magnificent work for liberty, and now livs quietly in 
Syracuse. L. K. Washburn is going West, and when he 
gets where Liberallectures are appreciated, we shall expect 
to see in the papers of all the towns he visits appreciativ 
reports of his ornate, epigrammatic, and beautifully-rounded 
sentences, delivered in a musically ringing voice. For Mr. 
Washburn is second to but one as an orator, and piles up his 
facts in rivalry of Remsburg. We wish we had space to re- 
produce all the good things the press say of our mission- 
aries, but they must accept the will for the performance, for 
there is a limit to the columns of even so large a journal as 
Tux TBEUTH BEEKER. 


ee 
Lectures and Meetings. 


CnanLES Warts will lecture twice for the Friendship Lib- 
eral League of Philadelphia on Sunday, April 17th. At 2:80 
P M. his subject will be ** Morality and Religion.” At 7:80 
** Nature and the Supernatural" will be the theme. At the 
evening meeting Mrs. Watts will giv dramatic readings. 
The League meets at Industrial Hall, Broad and Wood 
streets. The seats are free, and the public is cordially in- 
vited. ; 


C. B. Reynoxps lectured at Eaton Rapids March 28th and 
29th, at Ionia from March 80th to April 1st, and will be at 
Belding, Mich., from April 8d to 13th. He has engagements 
at Cleveland, O., April 24th, and at Columbus, O., May 1st. 
and with the district attorney of Morristown, N. J., May 10th, 
Mr. Reynolds writes that he is much disgusted with this last 
appointment, and, while he intends to keep it, hopes he will 


hav no more of the kind. 
—— ——9-9-9—— — — — 


Spreading Mr. Tucker's Notions. 

To tar Evrror or Toe Truta SEEKER, Sir: When I sent 
you some months ago a correction, as brief as I could make 
it, of an error into which you had fallen regarding the differ- 
ence between Mr. Appleton and myself, I had no intention 
of using your columns as a medium of discussion with him, 
nor hav I any such intention now. Consequently I shall not 
answer the article from his pen which appeared in your issue 
of April 2d. But I would like to state'to any reader of Tax 
Trura SEEKER who may take an interest in the matter, that 
Mr. Appleton has made a still more elaborate statement of 
his position in a recent number of Liberty, and that I hav 
subjected his arguments to searching criticism, and that a 
copy of the paper containing his article and my reply may 
be had, free of cost, on application to me. 

Box 3366, Boston, Mass. Beng. R. ''vokgR 
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Letters from friends. 


CuatuamM, N. Y., March 21, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: Please giv the inclosed dollar to the devil. 
It is too bad that he should be turned out upon a cold and 
unfeeling world in his old age to tramp. (See illustration in 
Tar Trots SEEKER of March 19th.) T. R. Burrows. 


Leroy, ILL., Feb. 28, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: I thank you for sending the paper to me. I 
am in my 84th year—not able to get around much in cold 
weather. There are but few Liberals about here. There are 
two churches in town, and they hav blown their horns all 
winter. I can’t learn that they hav found any lost sheep. 


I take great pleasure in reading Taz TRUTA SEEKER. 
D. NETTLETON. 


Los ANGELES, March 3, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: Dr. J. L. York has given three lectures here 
—one in Odd Fellows Hall and two in the Grand Opera 
House—to good audiences. Dr. York will speak here again 
March 6th and 18th. By that time the field will be cleared 
for Brother 8. P. Putnam for his lectures on the nights of 
the 20th and 27th, when we trust that the germs of Free. 
thought will begin to sprout from the steril soil of supersti- 

tion. J. E. Crank. 


New Campris, Kan., March 20, 287. 
Mr. Eprtor: How is the political outlook? It is very en- 
couraging indeed! There are about 35,000,000 Nothingarians, 
15,000,000 Christians, and 5,000,000 unbelievers in the 
United States. Now all that is necessary is to keep political 
pirates from stealing our thunder, the very popular and or- 
namental plank of ‘ Total separation of church and state.” 
We Secularists most certainly hav the right to let the con- 
tract to no party except the one that means to carry it out 

Joun W. ABBOTT. 


Peram Orry, Iowa, Feb. 27, 287. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $5. I think Heston’s 
pictures are just the thing. They attract the attention of the 
young. I am a farmer, and keep hired men, who always 
look at the pictures, and if they do not understand, ask for 
an explanation. Then they read some, and if the preacher 
‘knows any more about hell or heaven than you or I (which 
he doesn’t), they are lost sure. If Watson Heston needs help 

financially, we will help him. I will do my share. 
ALvA F. Wirsox. 


Corzs, ILL., March 26, 1887. 
Mr. EprroR: In your excellent paper of March 26th, on 
page 206, is some poetry signed by Eugene Hough. This 
poem, headed, ‘‘ Why?" is stolen property. I hav it in a 
scrap-book, taken from Turf, Field, and Farm, published at 
Atlanta, Ga., several years ago. It was written by J. A. 
Stewart. The original can be found in the hands of R. G. 
Ingersoll. Eugene Hough has changed the language a very 
little, but it has all the marks Of the original. 
J. B. Cooper. 
[Mr. Eugene Hough will hereafter be excluded from the 
columns of Taz Teura Szexer.—Ep. T. 8.] 


SsowviLLE, VA., March 20, 1887. 
Mn. Eprtor: I want to thank Mrs. Colman for all her let- 
ters, and, more than all the others, for her letters concerning 
the visit to Mrs. D. M. Bennett. Iam so glad to, find Mrs. 
Bennett is still living in the same home and amid the same 
surroundings as when Mr. Bennett was with her—though I, 
of course, hav no faith in the personal presence of ihe grand 
old man being with her. But.it is pleasant to think of her as 
being there among the things they two admired and loved 
together. I wish she would now and then let the TRUTH 
SEEKER friends hava personal word from her. Should I 

ever go to New York again, I shall surely go and see her. 

ELMINA. 


Conoorp14, Kan., March 7, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: I find that I cannot get along and feel that I 
am doing my duty without taking your paper. It appears to 
me that of late it has increased in interest. I hav been much 
interested in the articles communicated regarding the labor 
‘question, and bope that such communications are not’ being 
shut off for any reason, as they seem to be less plenty than 
they were last summer. 

Ithink you take the right ground regarding the Anarch- 
ists. If I had ever entertained the idea of stopping the paper, 
your stand on that matter would hay overcome it. 

Mrs. Colman’s reminiscences are exceedingly good, and 
Peck and Heston are both unequaled in their way. 

Tuos. LAMEN. 


Burnett, NEB., March 18, 1887. 

Mz. Eprror: We had W. F. Jamieson here on the even- 
ings of the 8th, 9th, and 10th of March. It is saying very 
little to say the lectures were immense. We had a fair audi- 
ence, and every one was well pleased, all acknowledging him 
the smartest man that ever spoke in this place. We were 
unsuccessful in getting out many of the Christians to hear 
him. They were afraid to come for fear it would lessen their 
faith, of which they hav but very little at best. They did 
everything they could to keep anyone from going. Bome 
said Mr. Jamieson ought not to be allowed to speak in the 
place. They encouraged young men to throw clubs upon 
the tin roof over our heads while he was speaking. and to 
disturb the lecture in every way they could, but it did not 
seem to make any difference with Mr. Jamieson in the least. 
He said it was Christian-like; he was used to it. He is the 
right man in the right place, and whoever employs him will 
not regret it, I wish I could induce Mr. Putnam to come 


through here on some of his tours. I think such localities, 
where there are but few Liberals, are just where he ought to 
visit. This lecture cost me about $20, which is more than I 
am able to pay, and I find that most of the towns on the line 
of the Elkhorn Valley road are in the same condition. Mr. 
Jamieson is the first lecturer that has been west of Creighton. 
I wish Mr. Putnam would make a trip over the whole line 
of this road as soon as he can make it convenient to do so. 
I will do everything in my power to make it a success here 
and elsewhere. D. W. WurrNEY. 


— Tomm, ILL., Feb. 20, 287. 
Mr. Eprrog: Find inclosed $3.50. After deducting pay 
for the books ordered, please send balance to Watson Heston 
asa slight token of my regard for the work he is doing. 
“ The mighty hunter trees a ‘possum !” Could language por- 
tray the ridiculousness of calling a book inspired that asserts 
that a certain man was & mighty hunter before the Lord, as 
pleinly as that picture does? Couldn’t you hav the one in 
Tus Trors SEEKER of Jan. 29th (A Memorial to Thomas 
Paine) enlarged, suitable for framing? I would like one to 
hang where my neighbors could see it. What a happy 
thought those cannons are! It does one good to look at them 
booming away at tyranny and superstition, and feel that 

all Christendom can’t spike them. Saran A. Corr. 


Gatton, O., March 3, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: I received all of my order, books and pam- 
phlets, in good condition. I read Denton's scientific treatis 
on ''The Deluge," and would like to say that the TRUTH 
SEEKER readers who hav nct read that lecture should possess 
themselvs or it. It is readable, understandable, and cannot 
be contradicted successfully. It is a death-blow to the No- 
achian Bible story, and no better document can be circu- 
lated among pietists and -Bible-believers to start the germ of 
doubt. Elmina’s ‘‘ Lessons for Little Folks” fills an especial 
need. The ‘‘ Lessons” teach old as well as young, and many 
aged folks will get their primary lessons from “ Little Les- 
Sons." Try it. Little readers will be delighted, and usefully, 

in facts and truths. Success to Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
Joan P. Friox. 


STANFORD, ONT., March 8, 1887. 

Mr. Eorror: Inclosed find $4. Credit $3 to my subscrip- 
tion, 50 cents for two ANNUALS for 1887, and 50 cents for the 
book called ** Exeter Hall." 

I am truly sorry to see your Special Notice to subscribers. 
Can it be possible that when Freethinkers get rid of the 
fear of hell, the hangman’s whip, they lose their principle 
also? But I think you are as much to blame for the Special 
Notice as your subscribers, by continuing the paper so long 
after thetime expires. Promptness on your part is required 
as much as on the subscribers’ part. 

I would like to hav Heston’s portrait. Long life to him, 
and John Peck, and all the other stars! Long may they liv 
to spread the gospel of universal mental liberty and dispel 
the mist of superstition ! Joun MoCLEMONT. 


Sr. Tuomas, ONT., March 16, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: The Secularists of St. Thomas had the pleas- 
ure of listening to two very able and interesting lectures on 
Sunday last, entitled, ** The Struggles and Triumphs of Ma- 
chinery,” and the latest of the. late, namely, ‘‘ Humbug,” 
by friend Algie, who i8 a good speaker and a thorough 
Secularist. Both lectures abounded with. matter of a histor- 
ical, interesting, and entertaining nature. The church of the 
past and present came in for considerable criticism, which it 
has well earned. Of the two lectures, I think the first is 
preferable. And both are splendid for missionary work. 

In reading Tot TRUTH SEEKER I find considerable adverse 
criticism in regard to the course adopted by that paper on 
the Anarchist farce at Chicago, which some are in the habit 
of calling a fair and impartial trial. The course pursued by 
Tue Trourts SEEKER is the only way that a truth seeker should 
expect it to pursue. 

The pictures by Watson Heston are simply immense. 

A. Hit. 


Curoaao, ILL., March 18, 1887. 

Mr. Eviror: I hav waited to see some reply to the bad 
* break " J. R. Haggard made, February 19th, in his criti- 
cism of Tux Truta SEEKER’S cartoon of January 8th. He 
says to the editor: ‘ Your ‘Slight Disagreement’ is & won- 
der to me. You seem to forget, or not to hav noticed, two 
things: 1. That, as a general thing, all animals are afraid of 
man. 2. That, when God spoke to Adam, man had not 
sinned. A vast change must hav taken place after that 
event.” Now, I would ask Brother Haggard to examin his 
Bible carefully, aud see if he can find the place where “ God 
spoke to Adam ” anything about the beasts fearing him. Let 
him look at the quotation under the cartoon in question, and 


he will see that it is from Gen. ix, 11. Let him then turn to 


that chapter and see whom God is speaking to. In his criti- 
cism of Brother Bowman, in the same letter, he says, ‘‘ He 
has never read the Bible with care and thought," etc. It 
transpires that the same is true of Brother Haggard himself. 
I could say much more about the same letter, but this may 
Suffice to set Brother Haggard to reading his Bible with 
greater care. 

And now, Mr. Editor, as there is so much written and said 
at present about the Andover theology, I wish that all who 
oppose the universal salvation theory, on the second proba- 
tion plan, and still regard the Bible as “ divinely inspired ” 
— whatever that may mean—would carefully read Ezek. xvi, 
beginning at-the forty-fourth verse. The former portion of 
the chapter shows that the prophet was instructed to ‘‘ cause 
Jerusalem to know her abominations,” after causing her to 
“ see,” by rehearsing her past history: “As is the mother, 
so is the. daughter” (v. 44); ‘‘ Your mother was a Hittite 
and your father an Amorite” (v. 45); “Thy sisters are 


Samaria and Sodom” (v. 46); ** Thou wast corrupted more 
than they in all thy ways” (v. 47); ** As I liv, saith the Lord, 
Sodom . . hath not done as thou hast done" (v. 48); 
* Neither hath Samaria committed half thy sins” (v. 51); 
" They [Sodom and Samarig]are more righteous than thou” 
(v. 52); “ When I shall bring again the captivity of Sodom 
and Samaria and their daughters, then will I bring again the 
captivity of thy captivs in the midst of them” (v. 53); 
** When they return to their former estate, then thou shalt 
return to your former estate” (v. 55). Read to end of chap- 
ter, and, if the Bible can be believed, the Sodomites, of 
whom it is said, they are ‘‘ suffering the vengeance of eternal 
fire" (Jude vii, 7), must come forth again and receive God's 
blessing, for God is going to be pacified toward the Jews, 
who were far greater sinners than the Sodomites. 

This is not to say that I believe it, but the time is not far 
past when I did, and I assure you nothing gave me greater 
joy than the thought that God was going to prove himself 
almighty by doing just what all reasoning persons would ex- 
pect of such a being, viz., save all men and bring them inte 
his joy. Joan Hupsox. 


SPRINGFIELD, ILL., March 8, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: In Tae Trurs SEEKER of February 19th a 
townsman of mine, Sam Pfarrer, speaks of our already too 
free institutions. I would respectfully suggest to him, if 
our institutions are too free for him, that he emigrate to Rus- 
sia or Mexico, where institutions a are popularly supposed to 
be less free. 

But what I most object to in his letter is the statement 
that you cannot find in Springfield any butsluggers, shoulder- 
hitters, etc., who defend a fellow-citizen wrongfully con- 
victed of a crime which it was impossible for him to commit. 
Now, I hav lived in Springfield for the last twelve years, and 
am tolerably well acquainted, and I personally know a score 
of solid, respectable citizens who condemn the trial and con- 
viction of the Chicago Anarchists; and further, I hav no 


‘doubt that I could stand in front of S. Pfarrer’s eating- : 


house and get the signatures of two hundred citizens toa pe- 
tition for their release, and not a slugger, and hardly a 
whisky-drinker, among them. 

I dare say friend Pfarrer means well enough, but he is 
sadly misinformed as to what a policeman will or will not do. 

I inclose a money order for $5, being my subscription for 
Tux Truru SEEKER for two years in advance.: 

Fraternally, Henry WALKER. 


Dona City, Kan., March 4, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav just been looking over the solid old 
TRUTH SEEKER of Feb. 26, 1887, and find it does me a great 
deal of good to read its letters from friends, and feel that 
we are growing in numbers. 

I see by Mr. Putnam’s letter that in the eastern part of this 
state they are doing good work, and although we are few in 
numbers we are strong in sentiment here in our “city of the 
plains," and we hope in the near future to gain in numbers. 

The weather was unfavorable for people in the country to 
attend Mr. Putnam’s lecture here on February 20th, but 
some of our townspeople were pleased with his views of the 
Bible and the orthodox church, which heretofore hav taken 
very little of their attention. They, no doubt, with our now 
and then handing them Tse TRUTH SEEKER to read, will 
become Infidels and truth seekers indeed. 

I want to say something in regard to Mr. Putnam, but my 
command of language is so poor I can hardly express my 
esteem of that bright light in the cause of human liberty. 
He has made a lasting impression on my mind, and I shall 
always think of him asa reformer and good worker in one 
of the best causes. : 

Hoping he may liv long to continue his useful labors, and 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER may giv us, from his brain and others’, 
bright and’ happy thoughts, W. F. Duan. 

Orion, ILL., March 4, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: I herewith send you $2.50, for which send 
me Ingersoll’s ** Prose Poems." I heartily indorse the posi- 
tion you hav taken in favor of justice for the so-called 
Chicago Anarchists. These unjustly condemned men were 
not guilty of any crime. They were convicted upon pur- 
chased and perjured evidence, and sentence? to death by 
Christian public clamor, and by the clamor of the lying and 
falsifying capitalistic press. These men are very intelligent 
and eloquent labor leaders, and as such they were singled out 
to be summarily dealt with, in order to qnell the eight-hour 
movement and to put down labor organizations. It is a 
question if the man that threw that fatal bomb was not hired 
to do it by the capitalists in order to place odium at the door 
of labor organizations. These men were indicted as ac- 
cessories in the murder of Policeman Degnan, who was killed 
May 4th by a bomb thrown by an unknown man. That 


man was never arrested or captured, and it is not known 


who he was. It is not known whether he belonged to any 
of the Socialistic organizations or not. These condemned 
men were not connected by any evidence with the principal 
in the crime, which the law requires in such cases. The 
whole trial was a farce and mockery of justice. These men 
were indicted for murder and tried for Anarchism. The 
whole trial is a disgrace to the state of Illinois, an insult to 
humanity, justice, and right; but our state is a Christian 
state, and don’t you forget it. There were eight unfortunate 
policeman killed by that fatal bomb, thrown, no donbt, by a 
hired assassin of the capitalists. Now eight innocent labor 
leaders must be selected and publicly murdered to appease 
the blood that flowed on May 4th. I hear that some of your 
subscribers are stopping their paper on account of the manly 
stand you took in behalf of the unjustly condemned men of 
Chicago. Keep right on as you hav been doing, and you will 
not lose subscribers. Where you lose one you will gain two. 

Those who stop their papers because you gave your opinion 
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in this case are not true Freethinkers. Truth, justice, and 
right will win with all thinking men. I like Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER better every week I read it. Henry Jonwsow. 


CrmToN, Kan., Feb. 26, 1887. 
Mer. Epiror: I am an Agnostic, and want to do what 
little I can to liberate humanity from the fetters that bind 
them to superstition and fear. A certain young lady got un- 
der the superstitious influence at a Methodist revival at this 
place not long ago, and for some time it was a tight 
struggle for her to hold her grip, but the preacher tried to 
console her by saying, ‘‘ The harder the cross to bear, the 
brighter the crown.” Why did he not say,.‘‘ The more the 
reason is destroyed, the greater the fool?” A certain man 
living north of here, who is a member of the United Brethren 
church, and is a very poor man, was compelled to refuse aid 
under the following circumstances : His neighbors, who are 
Liberals, wanted to get up a dance and giv him the proceeds. 
The poor man seemed willing, but upon consulting his breth. 
ren and the ministers, was debarred from accepting. Per- 
haps he will starve for God’s sake, while the preacher passes 
around the hat accepting the proceeds of the last dance. The 
Lord’s congregation is thus supported by contributions from 
. the devil. True religion is what we do, not what we believe. 
I think a great deal of Colonel Ingersoll, though I hav never 

seen him. C. V. WinnuaMs. 


New CARLISLE, IND., March 5, 1887. 

Mz. Eprron: I would like a word on the land question. 
The nationalization of the land is, in my opinion, all wrong. 
It may do a thousand years hence, but at the present time 
there is plenty of land for us all a home, and more too. Be- 
sides, there are many persons who own land, and hav a good, 
comfortable home, that would not part with it for more than 
twice its value. Of course, the present system is wrong. 
To allow any ànd every speculator to buy and monopolize all 
our best farming lands, and then rent them out at starvation 
rates to those that are unlucky enough to be poor, is a stigma 
and reproach on the laws of the United States, and surely 
ought not to be tolerated any longer. 

I hav a plan in mind that I think would remedy all the 
evils of the present land system, and would work no harm to 
anyone, although it might make some of the big land specu- 
lators wince, and even curse a little. It is this: Congress 
should pass a law that would prohibit any person from hold- 
ing more than a hundred and sixty acres of land in his or her 
own right. That is enough to make anyone a home, and it 
is more than one person can farm alone. Of course, where a 
man has a family, he should be allowed to buy (if he is able 


and feels so disposed) each child eighty acres, to be held in. 


trust till the child becomes of age. This would effectually pro- 
hibit any speculation in land, and I can’t see where it would 
wrong anybody. N. H. Ivins. 


Bovrpzn, Cor., March 5, 1887. 

Mr. Evrror: 8. P. Putnam delivered a lecture at the 
Opera House in this place last evening on the subject of 
“ Universal Mental Liberty." The audience was fair in size, 
and of niore than average intelligence. The lecture was 
well received, and the subject of complimentary remarks by 
many who are not Freethinkers. Such missionaries as Put- 
nam spread the light wherever they go. Indeed, if more 
such men could be put in the field by the American Secular 
Union, equipped with the necessary credentials from the 
Union, and their expenses paid by the rich ones in the East- 
ern states who hav money, and are willing to spend it to 
further the truth, the Western states would soon respond by 
the organization of branches of the Union, and thus the 
good work of enlightening mankind would be the sooner ac- 
complished. But with the desultory and sometimes erratic 
efforts of unauthorized speakers, and the odium frequently 
thus brought upon the Freethought movements, progress 
must necessarily be slow, and, under such circumstances, 
organization almost impossible. This thought is echoed by 
all the influential Freethinkers in this region with whom I 
hav conversed on the subject. It surely merits the serious 
consideration of all friends of the cause in the centers of 
wealth and population in the Eastern states. 

Many here most sincerely hope that we may hav another 
visit from Mr. Putnam whenever his many engagements will 
permit. He does good wherever he goes. Jos. Worrr. 


Souru Benn, Inn., Feb. 28, 1887. 

Mr. Enrror: Inclosed find postal note of fifty cents for 
Remsburg’s ‘‘Image Breaker” and ‘‘ The Bible and Dar- 
winism,” by Arthur B. Moss. I made the assertion to a 
bigot that during the time of John Knox, in Scotland, he 
instituted laws, punishing those who broke them with death, 
such as remaining idle on Sunday, building fires, and other 
little, petty offenses. When ] made the assertion, I was told 
that I couldn’t prove it—which was partially true. Can you 
refer me to some good authority on this subject? Also, in 
what part of the Bible do you find the passage commanding 
the people to sell their spoiled meat to aliens ? 

Wut. E. Farr. 

[Knox was the leader of the so-called Reformers in Scot- 
land, and among the acts passed by that party was onc sum- 
marized as follows by Lingard's History of England (vol. 
vii, p. 294): 

The administration of baptism after the Catholic rite and the 
celebration of mass in public or in private were prohibited under 
the penalty, both. to the minister who should officiate and to the 
persons who should be present, of forfeiture for the first offense, 
of banishment for the second, and of death for the third. (See 
Champions of the Church, by D. M. Bennett, art. John Knox, p. 
710.) 

Deuteronomy xiv, 21, reads as follows: '' Ye shall not eat 
of anything that dieth of itself: thou shalt giv it unto the 
stranger that is in thy gates, that he may eat it: thou mayest 
sell it unto an alien," etc. A half of the beauties of the word 
of God were never told to the average Christian. —Ep. T. 8.] 


“be only too glad to meet him in debate. 


Pippin Laxe Farm, O., March 6, 1887. 

Mz. Evrror: Mr. Chas. B. Reynolds concluded. March 2d, 
& course of four Freethought lectures before the Kent Secular 
Society to full houses. The lectures were a cheering success 
in every way, far surpassing our highest expectations. Sec- 
ularism and Christianity were contrasted to the evident det- 
riment of the latter. From the Christian idol, the Bible, the 
speaker conclusivly proved that ‘‘no good man can bea 
true Christian, and no true Christian can be a good man ;" 
that the Christians’ devil deserves the credit of the introduc- 
tion of knowledge; that their God is author and creator of 
all evil, and that the blind follower of the teachings of the 
Bible is on the road to the penitentiary. Smarting under 
such a true and awful indictment, Father Leeming arose in 
the audience to defend his faith. Invited to the platform to 
state his case, he vainly tried to uphold his church and its 
God by quibbling. But the lecturer's withering irony and 
thelateness of the hour silenced the good priest. He(the 
priest) announced that he would be willing to meet any Sec- 
ularist in debate. Accepting his challenge, Mr. Reynolds 
said that Charles Watts would be in town soon and would 
Hoping to hear a 
debate, a large audience assembled in Kent’s Hall, Tuesday 
evening, March 2d, but Father Leeming, strangely enough, 
had a call to leave town. Still, we hope to meet the good 
father in debate, and as long as he has the manhood to dare 
to hear the truths of Secularism, we shall hope that he too 
may see the light and profit by it. Marius HEIGETON, 

Sec. Kent Sec. Society. 


GARDEN Crry, Kan., March 7, 1887. 

Mr. Eptror: We are somewhat tardy in telling you that 
Mr. Putnam has been among us. We hav been so busy 
arguing since his lecture that we hav not found time to 
write. He set the whole. town to arguing. The shells he 
cast into the orthodox camp had a striking effect ; at least, 
the defenders of that cause hav been industriously striking 
back ever since his departure. 

Of course they did not offer any argument while he was 
here, except to go out and slam the door during his lectures. 
The going out and slamming was done only on the first even- 
ing by an old-time minister and two or three hoary-headed 
followers, who could not stand it when the speaker stated 
that Christ was not a God, nor a son of God, but a man—a 
Jew. 

On the second evening we procured the services of a door- 
boy, to open and close the door softly, so that in going out 
they might go quietly, as we hav seen aged Quakers go when 
the new-fashioned Quaker congregations began singing. 

Intelligence is gaining slowly, but it does not gain as 
slowly as courage. There are more people in our latitude 
who lack courage than there are of those who lack brains. 
No doubt there are millions of unbelievers who lack the 
courage to say so. They are afraid. They are in the same 
position we were in when we began to hav an inclination to 
say that Bibles are all of human origin, and allfalse. These 
people who lack the courage were told when children, told 
at the funerals of their dearest friends, in solemn tones, by 
gray-bearded and positiv men, that thisliving monster, God, 
would surely punish thinkers and unbelievers. They were 
told that we should fear this monster in order to gain his 
sympathy, that it was a dangerous thing to entertain a 
doubtful thought, that the most celebrated Infidels had re- 
canted at the last moment, and died, in frightful agony, 
drunken beasts. Let us pity the cowards, and hav charity 
for their prejudices and fears. They will make honest Infi- 
dels when the pictures of hell cease to hav an effect on them. 

A careful man is a free thinker long before he is a free 
talker. They are coming over slowly. They are waiting to 
see if it ruins others. We will hav all the cowards on our 
side as soon as they cease to be cowards. 

Mr. Putnam gave his lectures at the Opera House in this 
city on the 20ih and 22d of February. The town had been 
well billed, and ‘‘ dodgers” were distributed on which were 
printed the Nine Demands. Admittance was free, and good 
audiences assembled both evenings, but much the larger the 
second evening. At the close of one of his lectures Mr. Put- 
nam recited his poem, ** Why Don't He Lend a Hand?” and 
his hearers seemed to hold their breaths for fear of losing a 
word. He gave us new hopes, made us better acquainted, 
and made a few more workers for the Nine Demands of Lib- 
eralism. We think wé can send you & few subscribers soon. 
You deserve credit, Mr. Editor, for the many times you hav 
patiently explained that you do not advocate the opinions of 
Anarchists, but simply advocate their right to hold such 
opinions. There is no mote harm in Heston’s cartoons than 
in those of Keppler, Nast, or Gillam. Cuzss BROTHERS. 


Ranporrs, N. Y., March 17, 1887. 

Mr. Enrror: I write to inform your readers that our little 
village of Randolph, noted far and near for its Infidel pro- 
clivities, has recently had a boom, such, in fact, as it never 
has had before. Although we hav a number of churches and 
several ministers of Christ, religion has beenat a very low ebb 
for many years. Our Christians, asa general rule, would come 
under the head of backsliders. The awful sin of unbelief 
has attacked them, and a lukewarmness has spread like a 
terrible epidemic among the members of the various churches. 
Several of our most devoted Christians, who seemed to take 
the most interest in the situation, hav employed new min- 
isters, who, after plainly pointing out the way of salvation, 
hav become discouraged. The Infidels would point them to 
the savior who came not to save the ‘‘ righteous, but to bring 
sinners to repentance.” Nearly all of our ministers for many 
years past hav raised the white flag while they were backed 
up With the powerful artillery of the almighty. 

About the middle of February we received a visit from the 
Rev. Mr. Brand, a noted evangelist, whose success in bag- 
ging and flanking the enemy is well known. Our lukewarm 


church-members came out by hundreds to see the celebrated 
man of God turn his batteries upon the Infidels and the un- 
converted, but before the first sermon was ended, a large 
share of those who regarded themselvs as subjects of salva- 
tion were informed that they were still in their sins, and that 
the fiery billows of hell were rolling beneath their feet. 
Brother Brand takes no stock in backsliders, and shows very 
clearly that falling from grace isan unmitigated humbug, and 
one of the machinations of the devil. The evangelist in- 
formed us that persons after the age of fifty years rarely find 
the savior. The young and tender minds, he says, are more 
susceptible of salvation, which fact has been exemplified 
here. About fifty persons claim to hav found the ‘ pearl of 
great price,” a large majority of whom are children between 
the ages of eight and twelve years. 

During the progress of this revival some “ ungodly Infi- 
del " deposited in the post-office a copy of TRE Truru SEEKER 
directed to Brother Brand, and during his next discourse 
your paper was advertised as it never has been before in this 
community. The evangelist poured out upon your devoted 
head floods of divine wrath that made the children tremble 
like an aspen-leaf. The publishers of Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
were not sentenced for a term of years to the flames of hell 
(the word sheol was too easy), but ‘‘for ever and ever." 
During the delivery of this scathing sermon, where the smell 
of brimstone and the terrible sufferings of you TRUTH SEEKER 
fellows were painted in glowing colors, a number of the old 
gray-headed sinners occupying the front seats, exposed to 
the terrible batteries (though told that they were on the 
brink of a precipice), seemed oblivious to the situation. 

The sequel to this revival is easily told. The church-mem- 
bers hav got into trouble, and are hating one another in the 
name of the crucified savior. One of our ministers has 
preached his farewell sermon, and accused and blackguarded 
members of his flock. At the close of the sermon one of his 
Jeading members modestly informed him that nearly every- 
thing he had said was an unmitigated lie. Such has been the 
influence of the gospel upon the Randolph Christians. 

Mr. Brand says the devil runs Tug Trors Saurer. If that 
is the case, Satan is ahead; for since the evangelist left, Tax 
TRUTH SEEKER is circulating extensivly among persons who 
previously were not aware of its existence. 

FREDERIOK LARKIN. 


BTOOKBRIDGE, Mion., March 15, 1887. 

Mr. Enttor: Prohibitionists in the state of Michigan are 
now striving to make deep impressions in the minds of the 
s0-called wayward sons of unrighteousness. The contest, no 
doubt, will be & close one. Intemperance is a great evil. 
Every woman and man should do their best to raise the 
prostrate from the gutter of depravity, but is Prohibition the 
best mode to mitigate the evil of intemperance? Task a fair 
consideration of all genuin Freethinkers who think more of 
intellectual liberty than of a dollar. My objection to Prohi- 
bition is fonnded on a number of reasons, some of which I 
will giv in this letter. If Prohibitionists are so deeply inter- 
ested for the general welfare of humanity, why do the Pro- 
hibition party avoid the amalgamation of some other reforms 
more necessary at present than Prohibition to keep the wolf 
of want from the door of many poor, honest, temperate peo- 
ple who are battling against poverty because they cannot find 
employment? Is the single act of Prohibition going to bet- 
ter their condition? It is like all other ecclesiastical reforms, 
so-called. I object to its enactment mostly because in time 
it will attack the cause of Freethought. We know that 
Christians could persecute in the name of Jesus Christ with 
as much zeal now as in the past. The reason they do not is 
because they dare not face one-half their number of true, 
resolute Atheists. Prohibition will swell the God in the 
Constitution. I think he is too big now. 

Who are the leaders of this movement? Mostly Methodist 
sky-pilots. Prohibition as a reform for the good of the peo- 
ple is very limited. Why don’t they adopt a mode that has 
not so strong a tendency to revolution by adopting something 
similar to the following? I think intemperance could be 
wiped away in a few generations. Let them start by taking 
away the high license and hav free sale, but put a heavy 
penalty for drunk and disorderly conduct. If any man is 
found guilty of selling to another when drunk, fine: him five 
hundred dollars, or giv bim two years and a half in prison. 
If any officer does not do his duty, make him liable to a fine. 
Make selling of intoxicants to minors punishable by five 
years’ imprisonment. Allow no adulteration of anything. 
Make everything subject to inspection. By this I mean 
whisky, wine, beer, tea, coffee, tohacco, baking-powder, in 
fact, almost everything we consume. How can we avoid in- 
temperance when almost everything we eat or drink is adul- 
terated withsome opiate? As the next step, hav all alcoholic, 
vinous, and beer drinks manufactured and distributed by the 
government by salaried officers elected by each district and 
paid by the general government. I believe something like 
this is better than brute force. Prohibition has gained a 
foothold in those states only where little capital was invested 
in the manufacture and distribution of intoxicants. This 
shows plainly that Prohibition will not gain ascendancy in 
some states for a long time to come. How does it work in 
Prohibition states at present? It takes fifteen cents to buy a 
glass of beer. Whisky costs about the same as in other 
states. That beats high license for high Price, and heaps 
evil upon evil by putting more money in the business. They 
make their brags about orderly conduct at large gatherings. 
Put a fine of fifty dollars or six months at hard labor for 
drunk and disorderly conduct, and I think peace will prevail 
everywhere. I believe in temperance. Be temperate in 
drinking, eating, working, in your religion, if you hav one; 
be temperate in trying to subdue evils of every kind. We 
want no more Puritan foolishness. If once more com- 
menced, we do not know where it will end. 

Frank FELDPAUSGOH. 


* 
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Children’s Qarner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixow, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Spring Lessons. 


If spring’s fair messenger would bring 
Some happy thought to mind, 

A glad, triumphant song I'd sing 
Of good to all mankind; 


Then fling my prosy pen aside, 
Nor weary you with rhymes, 
But genius must with him abide 

Who sings of better times. 


Ican but faintly voice the bliss 
And joy of spring-time cheer, 
And liken your dear lives to this, 

The childhood of the year. 


Learn from the lark its morning song, 
And from the thrush its joy, 

While life’s full pulses throb along 
Unmixed with sin’s alloy. 


Learn from the twilight hush of spring 
To still your hearts to hear 

The plaint some sorrowing one may bring 
Unto your listening ear. 


Learn from the birds, the sun, the dew, 
The bee, and budding flower, 

To happy be, and pure, and true. 
And thus improve each hour. 


Too soon the summer's fervent heat 
Will thrill the year with pain ; 

Too snon your sinless hearts will beat 
With selfish lust of gain. 


Oh, learn, then, e'er your youth has gone, 
To walk in wisdom’s way, 
That you may speed the “ golden dawn” 
Of freedom’s better day. 
JESSIE STARK Crow. 
— 9-8 99————-————— 


Our Puzzle Box. 


1.—DIAMOND. 
1. A letter. 
2. Compare (abbr). 
8. A male's nickname. 
4, A male’s name. 
5. A fruit. 
6. Delineation of coasts. 
7. One who pleads. 
8. Neglect. 
9. Decayed. 
10. To fix. 
11. A color. 
12. Street (abbr. ). 
18. A letter. 
Lyons, N. Y. 


Conran Rooker. 


2.— CONUNDRUM. 
Why is a certain aromatic plant like a cha- 
riot of war at a distance? 
. Warren B. ORCHARD. 


9.—nREBURB. 


Good. advice. 


4.—PARADOXES. 
I start with a spring, but creep apace 
Till Pve lost^my spring in some other place, 
Where aye I leap from year to year, 
Though every leap is a fall severe. 
Tam always going, but never get by; 
I am passing away, but never die; 
Though day and night my bed I keep, 
I am never sick and never slcep. 
Irun without fect, but never walk ; 
I am always fluent, but never talk. 
Though 1 sometimes rise, it may be said 
I am always found upon my bed— 
A bed whereon no man who sleeps 
To sorrow wakes or ever weeps. 
But, stranger still than all I’ve said, 
At different ends my mouth and head. 
And in my mouth, ah, woe is me! 
A dreadful snag you oft may see. 
With slender forceps, from your jaws, 
Your aching teeth the dentist draws; 
My snags, alas, are held so fast, 
They oft require an engin vast. 
The puffing monster pulls in vain, 
And breaks its cable, rope, or chain, 
Till, oft repaired, and strengthened oft, 
It bears at Jast the roots aloft. 
Ex pede Herculem !—forsooth, 
I'd rather judge him by his tooth. 
And, though I do not wish to brag, 


Could Hercules boast such a snag? 
That Latin chestnut! Ring the bell! 
My poor old snags can crush it well. 
J. K. P. BAKER. 
ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'8 CORNER, 
MAROH 26, 1887. 


1.-Irrigate. 
2.- 


< 
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"not 
Poz 
BMdIOHAPHO< 
Tat em 
HHO 
De 
un 


3.-B I B—Bib. 4.-Bird-rib. 
5.- 
2 Can Lay 
Z 


Rope Row 
U Z 

Purse Brays 

Bow Grave 


L 
Gun Toe 
B K 


Bey Bell 
(0) 
SLANDER. 


Correspondence. 


LisrowEr, Ont., March 21, 1887. 
Drar Miss Wixon: As I hav never seen 
any letter in the Corner from Ontario, I think 
I will write one. Iam nine years old. I go 
to school and study reading, spelling, writing, 
and arithmetic. I hav two sisters and three 
brothers. Papa and mamma like THE TRUTH 
SEEKER very much. As this is my first letter 

I will close. HETTY JIOKLING. 


Oxronp, March 18, 1887. 
Dzar Miss Wixon: I go to school every 
day, and am in the Fourth Reader. I study 
reading, spelling, arithmetic, grammar, anal- 
sis, and geography. Pa takes Taz TRUTA 
EEKER, and I like to read the Children’s Cor- 
ner very much. As I never wrote before, I 
thought I would write for once. My brother 
is away, and I expect him home in the spring. 
I hav a little sister two years and a half old. 
I will be ten in October. Please correct mis- 

takes and excuse bad writing. 
Yours truly, ROBERT SOHURMAN. 


TEMPLE's Mitts, FLA., March 18, 1887. 
Drar Miss Wrxon: My father has taken 
Tas Truru SEEKER for a longtime. I hav 
read the Children’s Corner a great deal, and 
like it very much. ‘We hav several Liberal 
books—R. Q. Ingersoll’s lectures, ‘‘ Life of 
Thomas Paine,” ‘‘Age of Reason," ‘ Anti- 
christ," etc. They are books of good com- 
mon sense. I think that every family should 
hav them. There are not many Liberals 
around here.. I will closefor this time. Hop- 
ing you will see fit to publish my letter, I re- 

main, Your Liberal friend, 
Harriet M. Hagaman. 


Smirx’s Mirr, Feb. 16, 1887. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: I inclose a poem for 
the Children’s Corner should you regard it as 
suitable. Like many others, [ am desirous of 
doing something for the Corner, but lack con- 
fidence in my own ability. There are few 
who, like yourself, are capable of guiding 
and instructing the growing minds of chil- 
dren. Did I possess such ability I should re- 
gardit as something ''more divine than 
all divinities.’ I am not writing this for 
publication (unless you desire it), but as an 
expression of appreciation of one whom I re- 
gard as doing a great work. 

Sincerely, Mus. Jessie S. Crow. 
CORNPLANTER, Pa., March 13, 1887. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I did write one letter 
for the Children’s Corner, and my parents did 
not think well of it, so I thought I would 
write again and see what success I will meet 
with this time in the way of their criticism. 

We hav a piano, and I play some few lively 
pieces, but occasionally 1 play gospel hymns 
for my grandma, who thinks they are very 
nice. Where I went to school last summer 
my teacher had us sing religious pieces now 
and then, but I did not often join in the sing- 
ing of them, but waited till something more 
lively was selected. 

The Freethinkers is this district are not 
plenty. I guess my papa is the only person 
in this section who takes THE Trora SEEKER. 

I hav & little cousin four years old, who 
has been taught that if he does anything that 
is naughty, God, who watches people all 
the time, would punish him. One day, to 
the surprise of his parents, he got the rat-trap 
and set it, and placed it on the table, and 
stood with his hands behind his back watch- 
ing it all the time. When his mother asked 
him what he was doing, he said, “I am go- 
ing to catch God in that so that he will not 
be watching everything I do all the time.” 

I hope you will not think this too long, as I 
should like to see it in print, as it is only the 
second time I hav ever written for a paper. 

Fanny BURNEY Morrison. 


OHAT WITH CORRESPONDENTS. 
Wu. Scorr.—Do not get impatient. 
Geo. N. Hirr.—Many thanks for the keep- 
sake. It will be treasured with great care. 
S. Maner.—* A Bit of Bird Gossip" very 
soon. We are crowded with matter, which is 
the cause of delay. 


Mrs. H. E. HowaRp.—Your letter and 
poems received. They will appear soon. 
Thanks for your kind interest. 

James Brewster.—Your interesting and 
instructiv article will appear the first oppor- 
tunity. We thank you for your kindness, 
and will always welcome you in the Corner. 

J.C. Wrysricat.—Your good words are 
very pleasant. It is a pleasure to work when 
we know we hav such a host of true friends 
all over the country who are always ready to 
aid and cheer us. 

J. H. ParmwE.—Yours received. We were 
sorry to learn of the death of our old friend 
and teacher. He was always just, true, and 
faithful as a teacher, and, we doubt not, was 
the same in every department of life which 
he filled. 

Marie Stewarr.—Some time ago you sent 
us part of a story, and we never received the 
other part, so it was not printed. Fairy 
stories of that character are hardly suited to 
our bright children in the Corner, who know 
very well that there are no fairies who per- 
form improbable things. Write a little true 
story of something that really happened ; do 
not get it too long, and we will print it. 

Orp Boy.—We are not easily frightened, 
but when we receive an unfinished puzzle in 
three long sections, enough matter to fill half 
the pages of Tus Trura SEEKER, it is no 
wonder we stand aghast, and are only just 
able to ejaculate **Declined, with thanks." 
We went through with about half of the 
puzzle, but hav not time to finish it, but it is 
undoubtedly good. ‘‘ Brevity is the soul of 
wit.” It is also the heart of articles adapte 
for the Children’s Corner. 

Apa F. CorBy.— Our aim is to print every 
child's letter received. If you hav not seen 
your letter in print, itis because it has not 
come to hand. Sometimes a letter is lost, 
through misdirecfion or from some other 
cause. We receive a great number of letters, 
and those from children are printed as fast as 
room can be made for them. When a child 
does not see his or her letter in the Corner 
four weeks after it has been sent, it may be 
known that it has not been received, and he 
or she must write again, and direct carefully 
to the address of the editor of the Corner. 


Science Column. 


Joy Sunday. 

Easter Sunday was originally called ‘‘ Sun- 
day of Joy,” and a very pretty title is it of a 
day commemorativ of the awakening of the 
buds and blossoms of springtime. 

Ostera was the fabled Teutonic goddess of 
spring, and in Northern Germany great fes- 
tivals were made in her honor. Ostera came 
as a queen of light, love, and joy. She 
awakened nature from its long and icy sleep 
of winter. She breathed sweetly upon her, 
and the flowers sprang into being. She trod 
the earth, and the brown and wilted grass 
grew green and fresh again. Sun and cloud 
alternately smiled and wept for joy at her 
approach. 

The Saxons brought the worship of Ostera 
into England and called her Easter, and the 
Anglo-Saxon name for April was Easter 
month. But the pagan worship of Ostera, or. 
Easter, as beautiful and impressiv as it was, 
did not suit the early religionists, and failing 
to abolish its customs and observances, they 
changed its significance and adapted it to re- 
ligious rites and symbols. 

Its true meaning, however, the stirring of 
the roots, the unfolding of buds, the upspring- 
ing of the flower, the lifting of the snow, ina 
word, the resurrection of the world of nature, 
is beautiful and delightful. In this view of 
it, the whole world may join in its celebra- 
tion, and the day, divested or its religious ap. 
parel, may be welcomed everywhere as in- 
deed a “joy Sunday," white and sweet as 
the lovely blossoms that crown the fair brow 
of Ostera, the goddess of spring-time and 
new life. 

You thought Easter had its origin in a dif- 
ferent way, but there has been a great deal 
of falsehood woven around it by superstitious 
people. 

The festival is older than Christianity by 
hundreds of years; in fact, nobody knows 
the precise time when it began to be observed 


as a holiday, but it can be traced back nearly 
two thousand years. The old-time people 
celebrated it by giving presents to the poor, 
by freeing slaves, and holding a general 
jubilee, sometimes lasting two or three days. 

You wish to know what the egg has to do 
with the observance of Easter, as you notice 
the pretty Easter eggs in the store windows 
and the picture cards with designs of eggs on 
them. Well, the egg is associated with the 
germ of life, and at Easter is used to repre- 
sent the new life stirring in the roots and 
swelling buds of trees and plants. In Scot- 
land, in old times, the young people used to 
go hunting for wild birds’ eggs, and it was 
considered a piece of good fortune which 
would last all the year round to find a nest of 
them. There were many customs, odd, 
quaint, and some of them silly, connected 
with Easter in old times. In the north part 
of England the men parade the streets on 
Easter Sunday, and every woman they meet 
they lift three times off the ground, and the 
woman in return must kiss the lifter or pay a 
forfeit of a silver sixpence. The next day 
this custom is resumed, the women doing the 
lifting. In Ireland some of the people think, 
even to this day, that the sun dances in the 
sky for joy on Easter morning; but, of 
course, you know that it no more dances in 
the sky on Easter Sunday than on any other 
day. i 

When does Easter occur? Since it was 
taken up and observed by Christians as the 
day of the resurrection of their savior, there 
hav been many disputes and disagreements 
as to its time of celebration. The emperor 
Constantine had the subject brought before 
the great Council of Nice in 825, and it was 
finally settled that Easter should always be 
the first Sunday after the full moon which oc- 
curs upon or next after the 21st of March, and 
if the full moon comes on Sunday, Easter 
day will be the Sunday following, hence 
there is no exact date for it, and it may come 
as early as the 22d of March, or as late as the 
25th of April. 

Easter is called the ‘“ Queen of festivals.” 
We should celebrate it, if at all, only on ac- 
count of its original significance, the up- 
spriuging of the flowers and awakening of 
plant life. Do you not think so? 

It is refreshing and sweet, after the long 
and dreary winter, to note the first appear- 
ance or indication of new life that means 
warmth, sunlight, blue sky, springtime, 
showers, and green grass. i 

The blue blossoms of liverwort are among 
the early flowers, and are called Easter 
flowers. The lovely trailing arbutus is also 
called Easter flowers, as its fragrant buds 
bloom sometimes under the snow. Florists 
cultivate lilies in great profusion for Easter, 
and find a ready sale for them. ‘Crocuses and 
daffodils are called Easter flowers because 
blooming about the time of Easter. The fol- 
lowing poem by nature’s poet, Wordsworth, 
entitled ‘‘ The Daffodils,” is very beautiful. 
Read it : ; 

Iwandered lonely as a cloud 

That floats on high o'er vales and hills, 

When all at once I saw a crowd, 

A host of golden daffodils; 


Beside the lake, beside the trees, 
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze. 


Continuous as the stars that shine 
And twinkle on the milky way, 

They stretched in never-ending line 
Along the margin of a bay: 

Ten thousand saw I at a glance, 

Tossing their heads in sprightly dance. 


The waves beside them danced, but they 
Outdid the sparkling waves in glee; 
A poet could not but be gay, 
In such a jocund company. 
I gazed and gazed, but little thought 
What wealth that show to me had brought. 


For oft, when on my couch I lie, 
In vacant or in pensiv mood, 
They fiash upon that inward eye 

Which is the bliss of solitude; 

And then my heart with pleasure fills 

And dances with the daffodils. 

Every Sunday in the year should be a joy 
Sunday, a day of pleasure and meeting with 
friends, but it is pleasant to emphasize Easter 
and celebrate it as the new birth or resurrec- 
tion of nature from the ice and snow of 


winter. S. H. W. 


QuEstIn^NS.—What was Easter Sunday originally 
called? Tell what you remember of the fabled 
goddess Ostera. Who brought the worship of this 
fabled goddess into England? What is the mean- 
ing of Teutonic? Who changed the significance 
of Easter, and how did they adapt it? Who may 
join in recognition of its trues meaning? What is 
its true meaning? Is the festival of Easter very 
ancient? How was it celebrated in old times? 
What of the egg and Easter? Name some of the 
customs associated with the observance of Easter. 
When does it occur? When was the abject of 
Easter bronght before the Council of Nice, and by 
whom? What is it called? On what account 
should it be celebrated, if at all. Name some 
flowers that are called Easter blossoms. 


€ 
repeat the poem? an yen. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. THE BIBLE. 


28 LAFAYETTE' PLACE. 


BY 0. B. REYNOLDS. 
Showing that the Bible and the believers in 
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Sustained 


FOR 


By the Bible. 


BY COL. JOHN R. KELSO. 
CONTENTS: 
SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE BIBLE. 
O PIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE OHRIS- 
TIAN OHUROH.. 
SPIRITUALISM A NEOESSITY IN GOD'S GEN- 
ERAL GOVERNMENT. 
SPIRITUAL MEDIUMSHIP. 
OBJEOTIONS TO SPIRITUALISM ANSWERED. 


Like all Taz TRuTH SeeKer’s publications, the 
mechanical execution of the work is all that could 
be desired. Good paper, clear type—in short, a 
neat little volume. 

The primary object of the work, as its title indi- 
cates, is to sustain Spiritualism, but the absurdi- 
ties of the Christian religion, and the abomina- 
tions of the old Jew book, get a terrible shaking 
up. The book contains much to interest every 
intelligent reader. . . . Colonel Kelso has done 
much acceptable work in the cause of Freethought 
and Liberalism all over the land. Send for his 
new book—read it—put it into the hands of every 
Christian ; it will teach him that the way of the 
fool is foolishness, Every Liberal who reads it 
will certainly find his “Spiritual” strength re- 
newed.—JoHN PECK. : 

Bouna a cluth, 245 pp., price $1. 


LITTLE FOLKS. 


By AUNT ELMINA 


(Mrs. E. D. SLENKER). 


S. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, sand 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Oriticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
-can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
** A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power ; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day."—Jonn 
Swinton’s Paper. 

Golden Throne, a Romance. .“ The 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. The bookis filled with 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcript ofa maniy mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ ”—INGERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 


in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer. wherein itis 


shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. . 
Prometheus. A poem. “Itis crammed 


with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty."—DE. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Dout He Lend a Hand, and 
other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 

Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 
version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the mntilated 
copy the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 1% 
cents. 
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Hoetry. 


The Enigma of Mercy. 


Amen! Hallelujah! Forever 
The Lord in his righteousness reigns ! 
The chosen are saved, and the many 
Are lost as hia gooduess ordains. 
The almigtity boss won the battle, 
Old Satan’s put under his feet, 
And smoke-clouds of anguish arising 
Fill heaven with aroma sweet. 


There stands a big bellows in heaven, 
Right back of Jehovah's throne. 

With air-pipes strung from its nozze 
Way down to the fiery zone ; 

And sometimes an angel gets lazy, 
And rusts for the want.of use, ` 

His bright wings are flopping and twisted, 
His barp-strings all dangling and loose ; 

Then Michael says ; * Here, you dull loafer ! 
Just jump these "ere bellows a spell, 

And warm up your poor old mother, 
A-shivering away down in hell.” 


There are those in this heavenly kingdom 
With frends in the torment below; 
But the cords that had bound them when mortal 
Are broke, and the burden of woe 
That sympathy bears for another 
Rests never upon them again, 
For conscience is freed from the kindness 
That made them do good unto men. 


A sweet little angelic cherub, 
Ail rosy and smiling and bright; 
With joy written over his forehead 
In the glow of eternity’s light, 
Somes up from the beautiful river, 
With ecstasy sweet and unshammed, 
So send a blast down on a sister 
Who went to a dance and was damned. 


A father and mother together 
Come up in ineffable joy; 
To force down a whiff of pure justice 
For the flames round a dear little boy 
Who laughed by mistake when the deacon 
Broke down with a cough in his prayer, 
And died with the crime unforgiven; 
To go dowa to hell and despair. 


“ All washed in the blood and made whiter 
Than snow,” and with purity crowned, " 
A murderer awung from the gallows 
Comes joyfully walking around; 
And creak goes the powerful engin, 
And downward the rich stream is driven, 
To blow up the coals that are roasting 
The wife that he killed—unforgiven. 


À pious, angelical deacon, 
Whao once distilled whisky on earth, 
And sold 1t around to his neighbors 
For thrice what it really was worth, 
fakes hold of the handle aud turns it 
On one who from godliness fell 
By drinking bis orthodox whisky, 
To burn in an orthodox hell. 


O beautiful rest for the weary ! 
O joy that shall be to all men ! 

O beautiful scheme of salvation, 
That saves about one out of ten! 

Sweet message of love from the ages ! 
Sweet story that ever ia new ! 

* Believe; or be damned” to perdition ! 
Ibelieve! I'll be damned i£ I do ! 
Frank FELT. 
———— 8-4 9—— — — —— 


Books. 


The TRUTH Seexer ANNUAL is this year 
equal if not, superior to former issues, and is 
one of the most useful books of reference for 
the Freethinker to hav upon his table.— Lib- 
eral. 


. TRUTH SkEKER ANNUAL AND FREETHINKERS’ 

Armanao for 1887 is a gem equal or superior 
toits predecessors. While the table of con- 
tents is all of superior merit, the one of 
special interest is a compilation of ** Sunday, 
Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the States and 
Territories of the United States." Paper (il- 
Justrated), 114 pp. Price 25 cents.—Light 
for Thinkers. 

The Truru SEEKER ANNUAL AND FREE- 
THINKERS’ ALMANAO for 1887 is received. It 
is got up in superb style and is chockful of 
the very best reading. It is not saying too 
much to say that it is the best of all the an- 
nuals issued by that enterprising company. 
In place of the siliy prognostications about 
the weather, customarily found in almanacs, 
is the date of births and deaths of men and 
‘women whose works and words hav been an 
inspiration to others to better thoughts and 
better deeds.— Kansas Blade. 


To those wishing the various statistics em- 
bodied in the subjects written of in the 
TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL, its value is hard to 
estimate. These successiv ANNUALS Show 
the growth of the work of Liberalism in 
America, and, in fact, in the whole world, and 
will be good to keep as & matter of reference. 
The illustrations in this book, about twenty 


jn number, are very fine, the most of them 
being taken from D. M. Bennetts * Truth 
Seeker Around the World." The work on 
this AxNUaAL is done in the same faultless 
Style in which the Truth Seeker Company 
does all its work.—JVew Thought, 


P ——— 


: The TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL AND FREE- 
THINKERS’ ALMANAO for 1887, published by the 
Truth Seeker Company, New York, contains 


THE TRUTH SEEKER APRIL 9, 1887, 


a goodly array of articles written in a purely 
Freethinking vein. Among the contents of 
this number is an intelligent review of the 
growth of Freethought in the United States 
for the year 1886; the address on Liberty by 
Grover Cleveland, on the occasion of inaugu- 
rating the colossal statue of Liberty presented 
to the people of the United States by France ; 
2 poem, entitled, ** The Coming Dawn,” by 
D. Louis Bodge, is a picturesque and graphic 
outline of the ** wonders that will be? while 
the majestic sweep of the universe continues 
through eternity. The following are the con- 
cluding verses, which are a fair sample of the 
poem as a whole: 


The world still moves, the clearing sky grows 
righter 
Creeds die, kings rot, thrones crumble into dust; 
But the great heart of hope is beating lighter, 
Inspired by higher works of love and trust. 


Slowly before thé rising sun of science 
The mists that cloud man’s intellect move on, 

And radiant with conviction's calm réliance 
We hail the brightness of the coming dawn. 

In this number there is also a very thorough 
and interesting account of Freethought 
abroad—in Great Britain, France, Germany, 
Greece, Itafy, Spain, Hindostan, and other 
countries—giving the number of Freethought 
associations in each, and the persons who 
most prominently represent them. Free- 
thought is reported as in a state of great 
activity all over the world. In one instance 
the customs authorities attempted to prevent 
the importation of Freethought works into 
Australia by seizing a case of books of this 
character at Melbourne, but they failed, and 
the books were soon circulated and read.— 
Galveston News. : 

RATIONAL Communism. The Present and the 
Future Republic of North America. By A 
Capitalist. Same publishers. 12mo., pp. 
498. Cloth, $1.50. New York: Truth 
Seeker Company, 28 Lafayette Place. 


A work treating of the vital problems of 
the hour ina most yigorous manner. . The 
book is not written by: a. fanatic, bat by a 
clear-headed, logical man, who desires to 
elevate instead of lower humanity. It may 
be styled a prophetic dream of that future of 
man which is to be. Having commenced its 
perusal, one is chained by theeloquence of its 


author until the end is reached, and there he | 


sighs because there is no more. His language 
at times seems to be inspired by higher pow- 
ers than those of earth, and in the ecstasy of 
the moment he cries out, not unlike Cazotte 
before the French Revolution, '* My country- 
men, we are sleeping upon a volcano, and 
these half-stided murmurings continually re- 
verberating are the prelude of whatis to come, 
except we take measures efficient for its pre- 
vention.” May not the sounds we hear to-day 
from the oppressed and down-troddeu, ‘‘those 
who toil in rags unfed,” be prophetic of a 
greater uprising than that of 1861? This 
work seems to us to be a most valuable con- 
tribution to social science, and we trust it 
may hav & wide sale and receive from all a 
most careful reading.—Light on the Way. 


* THE NEW GOD” OF 8. P. PUTNAM. 

For my own part, I see no necessity for any 
God at all. And so it was with a slight con- 
traction of eyebrows that I opened the little 
pamphlet of thirty-four pages with the ex- 
clamation, ‘‘ What does Putnam want a God 
for?” But I had to read it all, every word, 
before I laid the book down. And I must 
say the new God is a vast improvement on 
the old one, and, if we must hold to the gods, 
the one portrayed in glowing colors, in won- 
derful and most attractiv word pictures, is 
the one we would select—''the god of ser- 
vice, of labor, of helpfulness to humanity." 
His description, his attributes, his usefulness 
and beauty, are told in Mr. Putnam's vigorous 
and poetic style, in terse, telling, jeweled 
sentences. And with such a divinity—or 
rather humanity, for the new god is shown as 
most wonderfully and truly human—we must 
fall in love, or, better still, arise in love at 
once. 

The only objection that one may hav to the 
new God, as revealed by Mr. Putnam, is that 
it is shown in an intensely masculin form. It 
is he—he—he all the way. It should be he 
and she. The perfect new God must be both 
masculin and feminin. The world has had 
enough of the ‘‘ he? element; now let it be he 
and she. When Theodore Parker prayed, he 
addressed the father and mother of the uni- 
verse. Doubtless this idea of deity is en- 
twined in the harmony of Mr. Putnam’s 
thought of the new God. It must be, though 
unexpressed, for in no other way can the 
new God come to our human. appreciation. 
I am tempted to quote largely from the glit- 
tering gems to lavishly displayed on the pages 
of the new God; but no, I will refrain, and 
ask you to read and judge for yourselvs. 
You will feel better, nobler, truer, more ex- 
alted in mind, more in love with the true, the 
beautiful, the natural after reading this book, 
as wel as disgusted with the old, the false, 


the unlovely and unnatural. I thank the 
author for this last intellectual banquet that 
he has given, and trust he may liv long 
to prepare still other feasts of reason for the 
hungry souls on earth. Susan H. Wixox. 

Fall River, Mass. 

No man in the ranks of Liberalism, unless 
it is Robert G. Ingersoll, is so versatil in 
imagery.and illustration, nor is there a writer 
among them who makes poetry out of every 
prosy subject he handles, as does this man, 
Putnam. . “The New God" is not only a. 
dead set argument against the God who has 
figured so long and done so much mischief in 
this world, but it is an argument showing all 
gods are man-made, that nature and her laws 
must take the place in the future the gods 
hav.occupied in the past. The price of the 
pamphlet is only ten cents.— New Thought. 


“ The Origin of the Christian Bible,” by 
Dr. O. B. Whitford, 25 cents. TRUTH SEEKER 
office, 28 Lafayette Place, New York; also, 
** A Masonic Vindication of Right," a protest 
against persecution, by the same author and 
to be obtained at same office. Price 15 cents. 
These two pamphlets are works for study, 
and such are demanded in consequence of the 
progress of investigation. The latter work 
was the natural result of persecution for hav-. 
ing written the former. Members of the Ma- 
sonic order had better be waking up to the. 
idea that this ancient order has been monop-. 
olized by the Christian church, and has been‘ 
by them, when it was possible, converted: 
into a worse system of despotism even than: 
the Christian. church. We heartily commend: 
these important works, and suggest to Ma-: 
sons who would preserve their order from. 
the Christian despotism to see that Dr. Whit- ; 
ford's “ Vindication” has a very wide circu- i 
lation among niembers of the order. L 

* Economic Equities," by J. K. Ingalls, . 
author of ‘‘ Social Wealth." 25 cents. TRUTH 
SEEKER office, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
This is a very concise elucidation of a very 
important question, one of the many out- 
growths of the struggles between capital and 
labor. Political economy as taught in all of: 
our colleges is taught from the capitalists’ 
standpoint, and that is one reason why capi- 
talists sustain the colleges. The donations 
are the pay they giv for the support they re- 
ceive in the instruction that is given in a false 
or usurious system of economics. As the 
workingman has not access to colleges to see 
what is taught, he will be able to learn in 
this little work, and will be. taught how to 
correct the false system of the schools. It is 
divided into short chapters, each of which 
it will require but a few minutes to read, but 
will furnish food for thought while the work- 
ingman is in the shop, or at the forge, or in 
the mine.— American Nonconformist. 
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The Obsequies of' Mrs. Ernest Men- 
dum. 
. “Tt is better to die, in love with life, than liv, 


1 in love with death.” 


From the Boston Investigator. 

At the funeral of Mrs. Isabel Crowell Men- 
dum, which took place at Melrose, Mass., on 
Tuesday, March 22, 1887, Mr. L. K. Wash- 
burn delivered the following eloquent, sym- 
pathetic, and affecting funeral address : 


Drar Frrenps: We hav met together to 
perform the last kindness to one who has 
been kind to others. We bring our last of- 
ferings of love to whisper the silent hope of 
our hearts. At.this time we hav left us only 
the duty of the living to the dead. With 
bowed heads, with sacred thoughts, with 
tender feelings, with love that meits into sor- 
row, we perform this sad duty. 

The fair young wife, the loving daughter 
and sister and friend, is taken away in the 
spring-time of life with every bud of joy 
bursting into gladness. The light has gone 
out in the morning while it burnt bright and 
clear, and when life was full of the sweet 
promises of happiness. The curtain of night 
has been drawn over the eyes of day, and the 
shadows rest where the sunlight should sport 
and play. 

Our young friend has fallen asleep at the 
door of her new life, with heart filled with 
bright dreams of the future. We cannot dis- 
turb her sleep. While life was richest and 
sweetest she bid it good-bye, and perhaps 
we cannot leave life in a better time than 
when the sunshine holds us in its clasp, when 
the air is full of song, and when the skies are 
painted in fair, warm colors. Where we can 
not know, let us not decide. 

We all love life; and, in our human sym- 
pathy, one for another, we would hav life’s 
every hour golden with light, and sparkling 
with joy. When life is beautiful and living 
is rapture, it seems cruel to turn our smiles 
to tears. 5 

If life were an unmixed good, then death 
might bean evil, but.sometimes life's most 
fervent prayer is that it should cease. It is 
better to die, in love with life, than liv, in love 
with deatb. 

. We would fain believe that decay is but a 
fear that holds the hand of grief; that the 
darkness of sorrow is but the nigbt that pre- 
cedes the dawn of day, but the mute lips of 
the dead canuot answer our inquiries, and we 
question them in vain. 


The book is closed before the story of life 


was finished. The bough is broken off be- 
fore the blossoms had turned to fruit. The 
vase is shattered and the flower is gone, but 
the perfume it shed around it remains. At 
such a time as this, when remembrance is all 
that is left us, how precious is every word of 
love! how rich is every act of kindness! how 
full of comfort and peace every spoken 
thorght, every murmured desire! 

We cannot lessen the grief of this hour. We 
cannot smile in the face of death. Let us 
not, therefore, think mourning a weak- 
ness. “There is a time to weep,” and 
tears are manly and womanly when our 
hearts hav been torn asunder with the pangs 
of parting forever from those we love. But 
let us remember that the sun shines again 
when the storm-cloud is passed, and that the 
eyes will cease their weeping after a time. 

In parting with those we love we part with 
no blessing which they hav brought to our 
bearts. The pure, noble life, full of sacrifice , 
and self-denial, cannot be laid in the grave. 
All the fond memories of kind act and loving 
deed liv in ourlives to make us purer and 
better. We must say farewell to the cold 
form and silent spirit of her whom we hav 
known in lite. : 

My friends, let this occasion soften our feel- 
ings toward the living and make us truer to 
one another, nobler in speech and act, purer 
in thought, and kinder to all, so that when 
our name is called to go and join ‘the choir 
invisible,” we may go with less to regret and 
more to remember with gratitude. 

And now, loving and loved wife, daughter, 
sister, and friend, farewell! In thy grave we 
drop a tear of regret, upon thy grave we 
plant a flower of love, and above thy grave 
we set a star of hope! 


Mr. Washburn then read the poem entitled 
“Oh, may I join the choir invisible!” by 
George Eliot: 


Oh, may I join the choir invisible , 
Of those immortal de»d who liv again r 
Iu minds made better by their presence; liv 
in pulres stirred to generosity, 
Iu deeds of daring rectitude, 1n scorn 
For miserable aims that end with self, , ME 
In thoughts sublime that pierce the night like 

Stars, — 0. : 
And with their mild persistence nrge man’s search 
To vaster issues. ones 

. So to liv in heaven : 
To make nndying music in the world, 
Breathiug as beauteous order that controls 
With growing sway the growing life of man. 
80 we inherit that sweet purity . 
For which we struggled, failed, and agonized, 
With widening retrospect that bred despair, 
Rebellious flesh that would not be subdued, 
A vicious parent shaming still its child, 
Poor anxious penitence, 18 quick dissolved ; 
Its discords, quenched by meeting harmonies, 
Die 1n the large aud charitable air. 
Aud ail our rarer, better, truer se f, i 
That sobbed religiously in yearning song, 
That watched to ease the burden of the world 
Laboriously tracing what must be, _ 
Aud what may yet be better—saw within 
A worthier 1mage for the sanctuary, 
Aud shaped it forth before the multitude 
Divinely human, raising worship so 
‘Yo higher reverence more mixed with love— 
That better seif shall hv till human Time’ 
Shall foid its eyelids, and the human sky 
Be gathered like a scroll within the tomb 
nread forever, NM 

R This is life to come 
Which martyred men hav made m=re glorious 
For us who strive to follow. May I reach 
Tnat purest heaven, be to other souls 
Tue cup of strength iu some great agony, 
Eukiudle geuerous ardor, feed pure love, 
Beget the smiles that hav no cruelty— 
Bo the sweet presence of a good diffused, 
Aud in diffusiun ever more intense, 
Bo shail I jnn the choir invimble 
Whose musie is the gladness of the world. 


The impressiv and affecting services were 
closed by the editor of the /nvestigator, who 
offered an appropriate tribute of esteem and 
friendship for the departed, and expressed 
his deep sympathy for the bereaved ones in 
their great affliction and sorrow. 

The casket and the floral offerings were 
unusually beautifully, and after the last and 
parting look was taken, the remains were 
conveyed to the Wyoming Cemetery for 


burial. 
——— 9-4 —————— 


Obituary. 
Drgp.—Mareh 19, 1887, Mrs. Milton Lamson, 


of Fowler, Trumbull county, Ohio, of heart 
disease, aged 64 years. 


Mrs. Lamson's death came very suddenly 
and unexpectedly. She was as well as usual 
within a few minutes of her death. She left 
us quietly and without a sign of pain, as she 
often said she wanted to go when the 
time came. She was an outspoken Free- 
thinker, and many times expressed the belief 
that this life ended all. Her motto was, Do 
right and fear not; and she lived it out to the 
letter. All the children of the neighborhood, 
Christian as well as Freethinker, called her 
grandma, and many a tear trickled down 
their tender cheeks as they looked upon her 
for the last time. She was a mother to us all. 
She leaves a husband and two sons with 
whom we mourn her loss. J.D. WBEELER. 


&CONOMIC EQUITIES. 


A CoMPEND OF THE NATURAL Laws OF In- 
DUBTRIAL PRODUOTION AND 
ExonaNaE. 


By J. K. Ineaxts, author of “ Social Wealth.’ 
Price, 25 cents. 3 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Ingersoll's Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods," 
* Humboldt,” * Thomas Paine,” “ Individual- 
ity,” and * Heretics and Heresies.” 


The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: * ENS hoste d Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” “ The Declaration of In- 
de endence,” * Abou rmung in in Minois,” 

he Grant Bananet CE The Rev. Alexander 
Clark, 1 “The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon O. Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25. . 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. 


What Must We Doto Be Saved? Pa- 


Per, 25 cents. 
The Christian Reli ion. By R.G. 


Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cente: cloth, $1. 
Orthodoxy. 56 pages, l2mo, paper, 
10 cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large clear type, and containing as much as 
d be dehvered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should: scatter it generously. 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 


a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franiscan. 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 
Millions of these should be circulated. 


Vindication of Taomas Paine from. 


the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 


Address oa ihe Civit Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo; paper, 10 cents. 


Ingersoll’s s Lectures Compiete. 
ound in one volume. To meet the. demand 
for Mr. Ingersoll's works, the publisher has had 
his leotures, except the latest on **Ortho- 
dozy,” bound in one beautiful volume; in half 
calf, library style; and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the éxceedingly low 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 
Tributes. There hav been so, many 
applicatione for Mr. Ingersoll’s “Tribute to 
8 Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the "Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 
“Little Harry Miller's Grave,” that they hav 
been bean printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
d border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
ble! for framing, and the four be forwarded 
to any address, for 50cts, or either one for 15cts. 
Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book isa gem. Itis a model in every re- 
sect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated ** Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, anc and all the famous “ tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought | together till now, many other gems, 
selec from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, tablo-talks, and day-to-day con- 
ersations of the author. The "OL is designed 
or and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
urpose; & fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ac simile, ie, been prepared especially for it. 
ce, in silk loth, beveled e dges, gilt back 
and ede $2. 505 in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library sí tyle, $4.50; in full Turke 
rooeos gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in f 
, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


The Busts ot 


Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 
life, price, $1.50 each. Every admirer of these 
apostles of Religious Liberty should hav them. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 


panel, 10 x17, $8; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 
ents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 
Oloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 


W.S BuLL’S PAMPHLETS. 


The Conflict between Christianity 
and Civilization. 


PRICE, ao Oe PATA Re 15 CENTS. 


It is a stunner; concise, scholarly, and good.— 
. E. Billings. 


mo- 
tree 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
PRICE, 15 CENTS. 


Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. 


Iam much pleased with jour address, and will 
notice it in Ma^.—T. B. Wakeman. 

A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. Itis a very 
- able paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 

: Age. 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTS. 


The number of heads under which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the pampblet, and: 
the concise Manner iu which each point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
J take great pieasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition ” to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only 10 the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the Principles of self government.~— 
J. J. McCabe, 


Ingersoll’s Tributes. 


REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
Offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. Thetitlesare: ` 
The Vision of War, 

Tribute to his Brother, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 

The price of these heretofore has been $1.00. We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFT™. CENTS. Mailed secure 
rom breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 

28 Lafayette Pl. New York. 


Voltaire, Paine, and | 


x" 


IWA, 


[Er Ee E cc el 


Calendar for 1887, - . 
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+ WITH + ILLOSTRATIONS. + 


CONTTXEITTS. 


Freethought in the United States, 1886, - 
Liberty. Address by Grover Cleveland, 
The Coming Dawn. By D. Louis Bodge, 


Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the 
States and Territories of the United States, 


The Right to Testify. By F. M. Holland, - 
The American Secular Union. By Samuel P. 


The Parson. A Story. By Si Slokum, 


‘NEW YORK: 
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PRICE, 25r CENTS. 


SOCIAL WEALTH. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 


The Sole Factors and Heact Ratios in Its| The Heathens of the Heath, A finel 


Acquirement and Apportionment. 
By J. K. INGALLS, 


CONTENTS: Economie Schools: a brief re- 
view of their Origin and Growth; Rise and 
Growth of Capitalism;  Unearned Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; 
Tools and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Social Wealth; Land Own- 
ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
the Productiv Factors; Partnership and Co-op- 
eration; Law of Contracts; Money and Credit; 
Of Value or Economie Ratios; Taxation 88 a 
Remedy; Reforms, nct Remedies ; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conelusion. 

Price, Cloth, $1 00. ; 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
: 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SELF- CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, it is now known to be the work of 
H. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at thia office. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


MeN or Busrnezss Wao. D SoMETHING BESIDES 
Maxine Money. 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 
BY JAMES PARTON. 


This book contains 400 
treating of forty-six charac 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
Mr. Parton’s works need nocommendation. They 


are standard. 

Price, - =» = - $1.25. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Ete 
The Secret Ar the East, 
The Originof the nee Religion 


and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


— 


AE OB plainly pri printed, 
ers inhisto ry wh o hav 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Price, $1.00. For sale at this office. 


Conservation of "Wealth; 7 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. ` McDonnell 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents : cloth, $1.25. 


Exeter Hall. ^ One of the most excit- 


ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents, 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot's works, By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition. By 
‘Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 


. 30 cents. 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with 
mon life, and, pre Portrayed with a vividness 
and pore icuity I was scarcel: prepared to ex- 

nd, ın such a marked degree, even 
s = gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Frecthoues tranks.” me 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKE 


A SHOR LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one bas labored for 
human advancement, and how the other hae 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozan 50 cents 
ie -five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 

e wish that the friends of Freethought would 
Sistribate thousands of these telling pictures. 


-Practical Experience with Poultry. 


By Gro. M. Davenrort. This is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 32 well-filled pages. costing only 
* a quarter,” but as full of meat as an one It is 
well called '* practical” for we find noti un- 
practical init. Hens, ducks, Began, and tur eys. 
are partioularly discussed and their economical 
breeding and keeping treatedof. There are many 
practica. hints about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, it is a er useful addition to 
the poultry literature of the day. 


TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 
REPLY 
TO REV. L. A. LAMBERT’S 
“NOTES ON INGERSOLL’ 
By B. W. Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of the Oatholic priests 
Historical misstatements. 
Price Uloth, $1: Paper, 50 Cents. 


in com- | 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rateg 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Ear 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wm. HENRY 
Burr. Price, 25 cents, 


For sale at this office. 


“SHUPPEL’S MODERN HOUSES” No. 3. 
(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply ail the neccessary pieces for 
constructing a modei house, with piain directions 
for putting them together. 

While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. itis 1n fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, sealed mode! of one of our 
most popular designs, so exact that it is ugeful to 
builders, 

bb New Designs f for Residences loost var ying from 
"ES 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1 New Devigu for a Chapel. 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 

(by Maria Parlou) and a perfect Cistern. 
Article on Villa Park Associations. 
BENT, POSTPAID, ON REOEIPT OF PRICE, $1. 

Address 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILLING PLAN ASSON. 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION, 


From the German of MAX NORDAU. 


BEVENTH EDITION. 
A most powerfully written book,—Phila. Record 
This Book is not a Book! It is a Deed and 
those who oppose it wil proye that they fear it.— 
Vienna, News, Prices 
. .... Address THE TRUTH SEEKEI T RE TRUTH SEEKER CO. è? CO., 


t. The Bible Analyzed 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 
CONTENTS: 

The Old Testament. Toe New Testament.—The 
Creation.—The D E he Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles cf ihe Tre Dely Errors of EM Bible.—The 
froph ecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 

eaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
the J Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 

avior. 

t 833 Bpl: ndidt te 
vie O tem tent 
SACRED MYSTERIES 

' AMONG THE 
Mayas and tne Quiches 11,500 


Years Ago. 
ORIGIN OF THE BIBLICAL MYTH 


By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. 


Illustrated. . - - Price, $2,50. 
For Sale at this office. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
83 Clinton Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


HERE AND THERE 
IN YUCATAN. 


Miscellanies by Arog D. Le PLONGEON 
Author of “Yucatan: Its Ancient 
Palaces and Modern 
Cities." 

Price, $1.25. 

Address Taz TRUTH BEEKkER 28 Lafayette Place 


THE 


Fathers of Our Republic: 


Paine, Jefferson, Washington, 
Franklin. 


A LECTURE delivered before the Tenth Annual 
Congresg of the American Secular Union, 
in Chickering Hall New York, 
November 18, 1886. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
Address this office. 


Price 15 cents. 
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ews of the eek. 


Ar last accounts the Grant Monument fund 
was $120,845. 


Herr Jonann Most, who was sentenced to : 


1 


. & year's imprisonment on Blackwell's Island 
for making a violent speech, was released 
April 1st. 


-Tes Chicago carpen- 


THE ORDER OF CREATION. 


- A Discusston Between 
Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, 
Linton, Reville. 
On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
CONTENTS: 
I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. ByHon. 
W. E. Gladstone. 
II. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 


preters of Nature. By Prof, T. H. Huxley. 


IIE. Postscript to Solar Myths. By Prof. Max 


Muller. 


ters are striking for eight 
hours. 

Kyieuts of Labor hav 
voted to boycott the New 
York Sun. 


SrnrNG has at last con- 
sented to smile upon this 
community. 


i! i" 


Tse Keely motor has 
just been ‘ perfected” 
again. The results are 
not reported. ` 

FIFTY-EI@HT persons 
were arrested in this city 
last Sunday for selling 
liquor contrary to law. 

Tax high license bill 
has passed both houses 
of the New York legis- 
lature, and awaits the 
signature of the governor. 


Tue Cunard steamer 


Scythia was reported 
wrecked off Scituate, 
Mass., last Saturday. 


Sunday the vessel came 
safely into port. 


Tat Rev. Mr. Ward, 
of Englewood, N. J., 
who shot his wife, was 
in court last Saturday, 
where he gave bonds to 
await action by the grand 
jury. He will probably 
be indicted for assault 
with intent to kill. 


PzoPrLz are reported starving in the drouth. | 
stricken portions of Texas. 


Tue body of the young woman murdered 
at Rahway, N. J., remains unidentified, and 
there is no clew to the murderer. 


Sterry G. Crarxs, M. D., of Brooklyn, a 
strong opponent of vaccination, died last week 
of small-pox. He was 27 years old. 


CHARLES A. Farron, of New York, has 
been appointed successor to Daniel Manning 
as secretary of the United States treasury. 


Tuer Newfoundland sealing steamer Eagle 
foundered last week in Buena Vista bay, and 
of the 260 men on board not one survived. 


Captain Kipp’s treasure is now supposed 
to be under the sand at Upper Nyack, N. Y., 
as a Spanish dollar bearing date of 1769 has 
just been found there. ~ 


Joun G. Baxe, the poet, died at Albany, 
N. Y., March 3ist, aged 71. For the past 
five years he has been greatly reduced in men- 
\ land physical health. 


Tue Hotel del Monte at Monterey, Cal., 
was burnt on the night of April ist. The 
guests, 300 in number, escaped with their 
lives, but lost their baggage. 


Taux General Term of the Supreme Court 
has decided that the Young Men's Christian 
Association is a religious organization, and as 
such its property is exempted from taxation. 


Tux members of a Roman Catholic temper- 
ance society, composed of Roman Catholics, 
who held meetings under the vestry of a 
church in Brooklyn, hav been ousted from 
their rooms for gambling. 

Tue prohibition amendment was carried 
at last Monday’s election in Michigan. The 
Republicans carried the state. The first re- 
port from Cincinnati, O., gave the Labor 
party the majority in the city election, but a 
revision in the count elects Smith (Rep.) 


Dr. MoGrrss,the recalcitrant priest, lec- 
tured last week in the Academy of Music to 
an audience which filled the vast structure to 
the roof. He called his lecture the '* Cross 
of a New Crusade.” Enthusiasm was un- 
bounded, and the financial returns must hav 
been quite satisfactory. 


Last Sunday was palm Sunday, and relig- 
jous people walked about with their hands 
*full of palmleaf. No savior riding upon ‘an 
ass and the foal of an ass” made a triumphal 
entry into New York, and if he had he would 
probably hav been arrested for giving a secu- 
lar exhibition on Sunday. 


IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. 
By Hon. W.E. Gladstone. 


V. Dawn of Creation. An Answer to Mr, Glad- 


tone. By Albert Reville, D.D. 
VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. By Prof. T. H. 


Huxley. Y 
VII. A Protest anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
on 
This is a new book and contains the latest discns- 
sion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of the 
participants are a guarantee of its able character. 
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Price, paper, 56 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
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Odds and finds. 


Tue trade dollar trusted in God, and Congress 
redeemed it, This is mixing religion and politics 
in a painful manner. 


Ir the Goddess of Liberty could talk in propor- 
tion to the size of her mouth, the English lan- 
guage would last her only a week. 


At Lenten service—Miss Molly : ** Come in our 
pew, Kate." **Oh, no; come in ours. We've got 
such nice, comfortable,high kneeling cushions! 
They dont’ strain your polonaise a bit.” 


Ir is said that women hav little or no sense of 
humor, and it must be true. Otherwise she could 
never get past the love, honor, and obey part of 
the marriage ceremony without laughing. 


Mzniux : ** Whom do you wish to see, madam ?” 
Madam: “My husband. He was allers askin’ 
people in this world, ‘Is it hot enough for you 
an’ now I want to put the same question to him.’ 


A CHINESE writer says that a man could borrow 
money in China on the strength of his having a 
son, the idea being that a Chinaman makes it his 
first duty to pay his father's debts. Those hea- 
then are simply hopeless. 


THERE is a young woman in Dakota who is suc- 
cessfully working a one-hundred-and-sixty acre 
farm, and she declares that she could work one 
twice as large if the men who want to marry her 
would stop bothering her. i 


AN Illinois paper has the following: *' The fu- 
neral services of the late William P. Lewis were 
somewhat hurried, to enable his estimable and 
grief-stricken widow to catch the 2 o'clock train 
for Chicago, where she goes to visit friends.” 


SHE: * Where are you going, Charley?” He: 
“Going to the opera.” “She: “Ah, I under- 
stand. The ballet, But why don’t you go tothe 
dog show instead? I think you will like it ever so 
much better. The dogs, you know, hav four— 
twice as many as the ballet. dancers." 


AT one t me there was silence in heaven for half 
an hour, which some men take for a proof that 
there are no women there. But there are. That 
accidental silence was caused by the women all 
happening to be arranging their toilets at the 
same time, and each had a roll of hair in her 
mouth. 


“I'm laying for that fellow, and will get him 
yet,” said an angry Brooklynite to his Boston 
wife. ' You shouldnt say, ‘Laying for him,’ 
Harry,” corrected his wife; “ you should say, * Ly- 
ing for him.’” *I should do nothing of the sort, 
my dear. I’m no lawyer,” he replied; and the 
lady retired in confnsion. 


MoRE criminal carelessness. “Julia, did that 
young man who called on you last evening kiss 
you just before he left the house?” ** Why, mam- 
ma, could you hear?” “I heard enough—too 
much for my own peace of mind. How often hav 
I told you to beware of these men! Your conduct 
is inexcusable.” **I wasn’t to blame, mamma, 
We were standing at the front door, and his 
mouth was real close to my face, and before I 
knew it——” ** That wil do. I see you hav no 
excuse to offer." ‘Yes, I hav," sobbed Julia, 
t" What is it, pray?” "Mis mouth—was—awful 


THE GENEROSITY OF SARAI. 
And Sarai, Abram's wife, took Hager her maid, the Egyptian, and gave her to her husband Abram to be his wife.—Gen. xvi, 8. 
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close to my face—and—I didn't know—it was— 
loaded." 


* ARE you going to strike, ma ?" asked the little 
boy, as he tremblingly gazed upon the uplifted 
shingle. ‘*That’s just what I'm going to do,” 
"Can't we arbitrate, ma, before you strike?” 
"Im just going to arbitrate,” she said, as the 
shingle descended and raised a cloud of dust from 
the seat of a pair of pantaloons, “I am just going 
to arbitrate, my son, and this shingle is the board 
of arbitration.” 


Lawyer L. W. Witcox, the grizzled veteran of 
Titusville, who was injured by stepping from a 
moving train at Corry the other day, is the lead- 
ing character of this serio-comic incident, which 
has never before been printed: Ministers were a 
trifle scarce in a G. A. R. post, up the creek, of 
which Wilcox was a member, and he was elected 
chaplain. His chief duty was to open the meet- 
ings with prayer, and, never having set himself 
up a8 a praying man, the prayer was printed ona 
card, so he could get through with it with less 
mental effort. Wilcox carried the card around in 
his pocket, along with his tobacco and things, and 
when he came to use it for the first time the print- 
ing was considerably obscured. After the meet- 
ing had been called to order, Chaplain Wilcox 
stepped to the front, took out his card, and began 
to scrutinize it closely. He regarded it carefully 
for a moment, and then began to read, decipher- 
ing the printing with much difficulty. **O Lord,” 
he began, ho'ding the card so as to get the best 
possible light on it. ‘*O Lord, we——" then stop- 
ping to spell out a dim word—" we thank thee for 
thy "—another halt—''for thy—dammit, boys, I 
can't read it !” 


AGAWKY young man and a shy, *hang-back " 
girl, walking arm-in-arm, attracted much atten- 
tion as they walked along the street. The young 
fellow had told a hotel clerk that he lived near 
Carney Fork and that he was on his bridal tour. 
“Tou,” said the husband, stopping near a fruit- 
stand, "order what yer appertite is er-cravin’ an’, 
blamed ef I don’t pay fur it." The wife selected 
an orange, and the husband, as he handed over a 
nickel in payment, said : ** When I .go on a spree 
uv this sort, I never let expenses skeer me off. 
Podner,” nodding to the fruit-dealer, *' this is my 
wife, an’ you bet I'll stand by her. I whupped in 
erhead uv er feller that had cou'ted her sıx years, 
an’ jes’ nachu’lly took her away from him. Lou, 
order what yer appertite is er-cravin’ an’ blamed 
ef I don’t pay fur it." She took a nickels worth 
of candy, and as her husband handed over the 
amount he said : '* Is ain't often in er man’s life 
that he gits on sich er sloshin’ round spell ez this, 
Lou, Im with you, an’ I want yer to un’erstan’ 
that I'll lam down the cash fur anything yer or- 
der. Ef yer'd married Andy Buckner yer mout 
stood ‘round here with your mouth waterin’ fur 
things. Lou, I’m yore husband, ain't I?" * Yes, 
Dan." “Then order what yer appertite is cravin’.” 
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Gems of Ghought. 


Tue similarity between the Indian demigod and 
the Judean demigod who, it is claimed, figured 
much later in Palestine. is most marked. One 
only could hav been the original. The copy was 
certainly not the one who came first or who was 
believed in first,~D. M. Bennett. 


THE argumevt for the inspiration of the Old 
Testament scriptures, derived from the character 
of their contents, will bear 
no examination. It is true 
that many -parts of them 
contain views of duty, of 
God and of man’s relation 
to him, which are among 
the purest and the loftiest 
that the human intellect can 
grasp; but it is not less true 
that other passages, at least 
as numerous and character- 
istic, depict feelings and 
opinions on these topics, as 
low, meager, and unworthy 
as ever took their rise in 
savage. and uncultured 
minds, These passages, as 
is well known, hav long been 
the opprobrium of ortho- 
doxy and the despair of the- 
ologians: and so far are 
they from being confirma- 
tory of the doctrin of script- 
ural inspiration that noth- 
ing but the inconsiderate 
&nd absolute reception of 
this doctrin has withheld 
men from regarding and 
representing them in their 
true light. The contents of 
the Hebrew c3non as a 
whole form the most fatal 
and convincing argument 
against its inspiration, as a 
whole. By the popular 
creed, as it now stands, the 
nobler portions are com- 
pelled to bear the mighty 
burden of the lower and 
less worthy—and often sink 
under their weight.—G@reg’s 
Creed of Christendom, 
[Arehbbishop Sumner, in 
his once famous *'Treatig 
on the Records of Creation," 
after quoting & few sen- 
tences from the monothe- 
istic philosophers and poets 
of Greece, says ''these 
only shine when separated 
from the dross that surrounds them,” If he had 
not been overmastered by the prejudice of educa- 
tion and by a feeling of ambition—sniffing afar 
off the air of Canterbury—he could not hav failed 
to see that the same line of argument would apply 
to the Bible, as a whole, and especially to the ear- 
lier writings of Moses and the prophets. Mr. 
Greg is by far too generous in his criticism of 
these books, when he talks of them as containing 
some of ** the purest and loftiest conceptions that 
the human mind can grasp;” but he keeps within 
the line of historic truth when he says that the 
Hebrew scriptures contain and depict sentiments 
and opinions ‘‘ as low, meager, and unworthy as 
ever took their rise in savage and uncultivated 
minds," By ringing the changes on the few good : 
passages and passing over the low; vile, and bad 
ones, the priests impose on the people, and they 
were too sluggish to *'search the scriptures ” for 
themselvs up to Sumner’s time: and it must be 
confessed that the bulk of the people on both 
sides of the Atlantic are still rather slow in assert- 
ing the right of independent thought and the 
duty of speaking out their thought. Let us hope 
that they will mend, as they get better! —Aylaz.] 


O THOU; whatever title snit thee, 
Auld Hornie, Satan, Nick, or Clootie, 
Wha in yon cavern, grim and sootie, 
Closed under hatches, ‘ 
Spairges about the brunstane cootie, 
To scaud poor wretches ! 
Hear me, auld Hangie, for a wee, 
An’ let poor damned bodies be; 
I'm sure sma’ pleasure it can gie, 
E'en to a deil, 
To skelp an' scaud poor dogs like me, 
An’ hear us squeal! 
—Burns's Address to the Devil. 


Tue doctrin of eternal punishment for the sins 
of this life desecrates all sanctities, and sucks us 
down into an atmosphere thick with inspirations 
of sacrilege. Itisa hideous dream, It was born 
in heathenism. It isa pagan nightmare, oppress- 
ing the slumber of our cowardly Christian 
thought.—Starr King. 
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On. yet we trust that somehow good 
Will be the final goal of ill, 
To pangs of nature. sins of will, 
Defects of donbt, and taints of bleod ; 


That nothing walks with aimless feet; 
That not one life shall be destroyed, 
Or cast as rubbish to the void, 

When God hath made the pile complete ; 


That not a worm is cloven in vain ; 
That not & moth with vain desire 
Is shriveled in a fruitless fire, 

Or but subserves another's gain. 


Behold we know not anything ; 
I can but trust that good shall fall 
At last—far off—at last, to all; 
And every winter change to spring. 
—Tennyson's In Memoriam, 


OTHERS reasoned high 
Of providence, foreknowledge, will, and fate— 
Fixed fate, free will, foreknowledge absolute ! 
And found no end, in wandering mazes lost. 
Of good and evil much they argued then, 
Of happiness and final misery, 
Passion and apathy, glory and shame; 
Vain wisdom all and false philosophy. 

—AMilton's Paradise Lost, 
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diloíes and Clippings. 


Tue Rev. Dr. Parker, a famous London 
preacher, is talked of as Beecher's successor. 
He has accepted an invitation to deliver an 
oration in Brooklyn on Beecher's birthday. 


Tax late Miss Catherine Wolfe left half a 
million worth of pictures to the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, and gave an additional $200,- 
000 to provide for their preservation and in- 
crease. 


Ix the Methodist Conference the other day, 
Dr. Hatzel said he knew of a colored 
clergyman who wanted to preach a sermon 
against the playing of marblés, and took for 
his text, ** Marbie not, my brethren.” 


Lapp's artesian well in Portland, Oregon, 
is now down 1850 feet. Last week the drill 
brought up some specimens of tropical timber, 
among them being almond shells of perfect 
form, and wood and bark of the sawke 
species, 

Tae first news from Michigan last week 
was that the prohibition amendment had 
been carried in that state, but later advices 
contradicted the report. The Prohibitionists 
will hav to try again, consoling themselvs 
with the reflection that there are some causes 
to which. nothing could be so fatal as success. 


Women voted at the municipal elections 
just held in Kansas. According to reports, 
the majority of the female vote was from the 
negro women, and was scooped io by the Re- 
publicans. Report says further that the vot- 
ing of women did net tend in the least to 
purify the polls, and tales are related of cor- 
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ruption and bribery. It is possible that the 
true story of the Kansas elections has not yet 
reached the East. 


Tur Rev. Mr. Talmage says he “listens 
for artillery rumbling down the sapphire bou- 
levards of heaven." If it does rumble, and 
he fails to hear it, it wouldn't be from lack of 
ears.— Drake's Magazine. 

An Albany newspaper tells of a tramp who 
recently asked a merchant forten cents. The 
merchant replied : ** I do not care to giv you 
money, but if you will step into this restau- 
rant I will pay for a steak and some hot 
potatoes for you.” He was somewhat sur- 
prised when the tramp replied: ‘‘ Well, sir, I 
don’t want the ten cents for victuals. I want 
to. buy a drink. Another thing, you're no 
gentleman to ask a man to eat meat in Lent. 
That ain't my religion." ; 

Tar only proofs thus far in life presented 
to us in support of the theory that man has a 
soul cemes under the head of hearsay evi- 
dence. First-class courts generally rule out 
that kind of testimony. It strikes some peo- 
ple that the tenets of the whole list of religions 
are founded on neither axiomatic nor demon- 
strable truths, but sometbing established by 
tradition, which, by the way, is not a very 
distant relativ of what is commonly known as 
superstition.—La Salle Republican. 

TRE promoters of a certain church up- 
town are at present selling fifty-cent lottery 
tickets all over the city. There are fifty 
prizes to be drawn, from a five-hundred- 
dollar government bond and a handsome rose- 
wood piano down to prizes of but little value, 
and the proceeds of the scheme, deducting 
their expenses, are to be set apart asa build- 
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ing fund. Lottery of this style when not 
conducted by church people is frowned upon 
by good people as being prejudicial to the 
morals of the young.—Philadelphia Bulletin. 


CENTRAL Kentucky is the grandest country 
on the earth. She excels in horses, hogs, 
mules, minerals, monkeys, in whisky and 
wines, in climate, coal, and corn, in grass, 
gambling, and grain, and in tobacco, hemp, 
and hominy, Mexican war veterans, colonels, 
&nd generals. She has more churches and 
lessreligion than most countries. She also ex- 
cels in politicians and potatoes, in brave wom- 
en and fair men, in law and lawlessness, and 
in brag and bluster.— Richmond ( Ky.) Herald. 


GxwERosrrtY is becoming epidemic among 
our millionaires. Within the last few days a 
bewildering succession of priceless works of 
art, free offerings on the part of distin- 
guished citizens, hav become the property of 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, which can 
now boast of a collection of paintings not un- 
worthy of this great city. Itis to be hoped, 
says the Evening Sun of this city, that the 
people will not be debarred from looking 
upon and admiring these masterpieces by 
a continuance of unwise regulations. Let 
ihe picture-gallery, at least, be thrown 
open on Sunday, that a little brightness may 
enter jnto the life of the tired wage-earner. 
The proposition is advanced in a hopeless 
and even reckless sort of fashion, but in the 
belief that it will scare almost io death that 
holy man, Moiris K. Jesup. The chicf oppo- 
nents of opening art galleries on Sundays are 
the stiff-necked Subbatarians whose coach- 
men and footmen find on Sunday the hardest 
day’s work they hav to do in the week. 


Mrs. C. B. Lemunrts, of Allegheny, Pa., is 
writing to the editors of newspapers as fol- 
lows: t Convinced that Infidelity is one of 
the prime causes of much of the crime so 
prevalent, and that a knowledge of God and 
faith in him exerts a powerful influence for 
peace and true happiness upon both the world 
and consecrated Christians, I am doing what 
I can to supply what so- many seem to lack— 
a foundation for faith. Believing that many 
of your readers would be benefited thereby 
and bless God and you therefor, I extend to 
them through your courtesy the following 
offer: I will loan, free of postal and all 
charges, to such of your readers as will 
promis a careful reading and to pay return 
postage after reading it, a book which in in- 
teresting style shows tbe Bible to be a self- 
interperter, and its teachings grandly har- 
monious, viewed in the light of sanctified 
reason and common sense. I want to put this 
book into the bands of all the skeptically in- 
clined, as an aid and guard against the grow- 
ing scientific skepticism. It is not dry, 
musty reading, but truly * meat in due season’ 
to the truth-hungry. The light of this 
precious little volume has made the Bible a 
new book, a treasure,a mine of wealth to 
many as well as to myself. And I feel that I 
cannot better use my means than in circulat- 
ing this work by the thousand. If any in 
your office Jack faith in the Bible, I shall be 
pleased to hear from them among the first. 
Yours for faith and truth.” Mrs. Lemuels js 
hereby invited to transmit her Infidel ex- 
tinguisher to this oftice, where there are 
“some who Jack faith in the Bible." The 
work, she may rest assured, will receive dis- 
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Communications. 


Tales Told Ont of School. 


DR. JONES'S REPORT TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON THE CONDITION AND PROSPECTS OF THE CHURCH. 
PHILADELPHIA, March 10, 1887. 

To vast EprroR or Tug Truru SgEkER, Sir: I send thee 
the first part of a document which, if published in thy col- 

umns, will afford some interesting reading for thy subscrib- 
ers. The wayit came into my possession is asfollows: I hav 
a friend who is clerk in the office where the conference or 
committee alluded to in the report were in the habit of meet- 
ing. One day on a casual visit I made him. the topic of con- 
versation was the great spread which Infidelity was making 
through the country. My friend himself is à nominal Chris- 
tian, but he could not resist the temptation to take from a 
drawer and show me a document, which I read a few pages 
of, and as it tasted moreish, and was entirely too long to read 
then and there, I begged leave to take it home with me for 
perusal. He reluctantly consented, saying with a smile that 
it would not soon be wanted for publication, for the com- 
mittee thought tbat Dr. Jones, the author of it, had made too 
many honest confessions in it to suit the rest. Debby, my 
wife, who is a voracious reader of Tug TRUTH SEEKER, and 
believes in it, when she caught the tone of the document, put 
in her spare time for more than a week, while I was daily at 
my place of business, and took a copy of it for use, thinking 
that, under the caption of ‘‘ Tales ''old Out of School,” its 
publication would do good in Showing how some of the ortho- 
dox ministers think and feel in regard to the prospects of the 
church in this country. 

If anyone should say that it looks a little like a surreptitious 
act to do what Debby has done, let two things be remem- 
bered: First, that no person is injured either in soul, body, 
or estate by its publication; and secondly, that the orthodox 
Christians who some years ago were connected with and had 
control of the United States mint, located in this city, with- 
out the least warrant of authority from Congress, and in de- 
fiance of the spirit and letter of the national Constitution, 
stamped the superstitious and hypocritical motto on the coin 
of the republic, '' In God we Trust.” 

Hoping thee will jump in judgment with Debby and me, I 
send the first installment of the copy with the request that, if 
printed, thee wil] prefix this explanatory. note, so that thy 
readers may understand. If they should feel any interest in 
the subject, I will send the rest as Debby shall be able to pre- 
pare it for the printers. Respectfully thy friend, 

Amos TOWNSEND. 

REVEREND AND Dear Broruer: After receiving my 
appointment to spend a year quietly in traveling 
around among the churches of the Hast, and particu- 
larly those of our own denomination, with the triple 
purpose of learning the true condition and prospects 
of the church generally in regard to vitals, godliness, 
and sound doctrin; the extent of the inroads which 
Infidelity has made upon the faith of the people; and 
ascertaining from the Infidels themselvs, as far as 
possible, their real opinions, character, plans, and 
purposes, I now submit the following report. And 
as the results of my investigation were not intended 
for the eye of the Christian, much less the general 
public, but only to remove or confirm the apprehen- 
sions of the committee in regard to the actual state 
of religion, so as toassist in shaping the future policy 
of the church, I must imitate the fidelity of the true 
physician, who, when called in to see aud cure a 
patient, carefully diagnoses the case to ascertain the 
cause and character of the disease, and then prescribes 
the remedy. In common cases the usual methods of 
practice will do; but in those which are critical, it is 
often necessary, in order to save a valuable life, to 
resort to the “heroic” treatment. This plan I shall 
adopt in my report, so that neither you nor I will 
feel that I was sent out on a fool's errand. And that 
the results of my experience and reflections may hav 
some order, I shall treat the various subjects con- 
cerning which I was ordered to inquire seriatim. 
And first, 

THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY, 
for the time has come that judgment, if it has to be 
rendered after an inquest, should * begin at the house 
of God.” 

Those of us who hav been in the service of the gos- 
pel for forty years, as most of the committee hav 
been, must often hav noticed, and mourned over, the 
contrast, in orthodoxy and zeal, between the clergy 
of this day and those who instructed and led the 
church in the olden time, when every minister was a 
shepherd, and his people a flock of sheep. Then 
there was real faith in the doctrins of the gospel. 
Whether men did hear, or forbear to hear, these revo- 
lutionary truths were boldly preached, in season and 
out of season, in the highways and the hedges, To 
the courage and fidelity displayed in that policy the 
Holy Ghost bore witness, and his blessing filled the 
churches with living and devout worshipers. A man 
converted by the truths of the gospel which hav con- 
vinced his intellect, and enlightened his conscience, 
is permanently converted, and his line of life is laid 
down and fixed by his religion. The modern way of 
being born into the kingdom, by the Osesarian opera- 
tion, suddenly, under the pain-destroying influence of 
drugs, instead of the quiet agony of parturition in the 
natural way, has made the church a foster-mother to 
a set of rickety and effeminate children who, can 
scarcely stand alone when the wind of temptation 
blows, instead of the stalwart sons she used to bear. 
When we examin the hymnology and music of the 
church, we find both namby-pamby, and quite desti- 
tute of the old ring which made sinners tremble, and 
rejoiced and edified the saints. The sermonizing of to- 


day is like performing the play of ** Hamlet” with the 
part of Hamlet omitted. The consequences are 
inanity and powerlessness on the part of the sermon 
itself, listlessness on the part of the hearers, and 
indifference about results on the part of the preacher. 
The devil, seeing this cursed state of indifference all 
round, more dangerous to the church than war, sends 
his agents, the newsboys, along the street with the 
Sunday newspaper, filled with all manner of trash ; 
and heads of families, and especially the young men, 
stay at home to read, instead of going to church to 
hear. 

The secret of this is found in the fact that the doc- 
trin of eternal retribution for sin, as laid down by 
Christ in the gospel, and in all the orthodox confes- 
sions of faith, has become a mere transparent bug- 
aboo, capable of producing no fright. It stands like 
a scarecrow in a field of corn; the crows see the 
straw stuffing in the human figure and the wooden 
gun on its shoulder, and, without fear, dig up the 
sprouting grain; A man who has any logic in the 
construction of his mind can plainly see that this 
doctrin is cardinal—the hinge upon which the gospel 
and the church both turn. It is the foundation- 
stone on which all the rest of the doctrins of grace 
repose, and the one which alone givs sense and mean- 
ing to them. Redemption by the blood of Christ 
for his chosen ones is a foolish, wasteful, and un- 
necessary scheme unless there is in reality an eternal 
hell fire from which they hav been redeemed. Sancti- 
fication by the Holy Spirit through the established 
means of grace afforded by the church, and the inter- 
cession of Christ in the court of heaven, as advocate 
with the father in behalf of his chosen, are words 
without meaning if there is no danger of the loss of 
the soul. 

Now, this fundamental doctrin of Christianity is 
not believed in by one in a hundred of the clergy 
under forty years of age. To be sure, they hav not 
struck it out of the Confession of Faith, the doctrins 
of which they solemnly swore they would preach 
when they were ordained as ministers of the gospel. 
But—what is worse—it is entirely ignored by them, 
and, logically, so are the rest of the doctrins which, 
like the two walls of a building, unite upon it as the 
corner-stone. A stranger might listen to such 
preaching for a year, and never suspect but that he 
was sitting in a Universalist or Unitarian church. It 
is not a breach of charity to say of such brethren 
that, imperceptibly, perhaps, but really, they hav 
come to disbelieve this radical doctrin of our faith, 
since it has no effect whatever in giving tone and 
quality to their sermons, _In conversation with the 
older men in the ministry, I am not surprised to find 
that for this terrible defection in the church and the 
people at large they blame, in a great measure, the 
impudent officiousness of the late revisers of the 
New Testament, in eliminating from the text of 
scripture the word *' hell," and substituting therefor 
“ sheol.” In old times I hav seen an audience stilled 
into the silence of death by a minister repeating in 
his sermon the description of hell in Pollock's 
“Course of Time.” But let any one in the pulpit now 
undertake to do that, and he would be laughed at in 
any congregation of cultivated people in a city. On 
the street, in the mart, and in the railroad cars this 
awfulest truth of our holy religion is made a con- 
stant matter of joke. When a Catholic is so far gone 
in doubt that he can make fun of the idea that the 
wafer of bread is, by the priest's prayer, transmuted 


into the body, blood, and divinity of Christ, he is | 


not far from Protestantism. And when a Protestant 
can deride the idea of a hell, and tip the wink to his 
fellow-skeptic, as the Roman augurs did to. each 
other, he is on the track, from which he cannot 
switch off at will, that leads inevitably to the rejec- 
tion of the whole system which is built upon it. I 
fancy, therefore, that I see the Angel of Destiny 
pointing with unerring finger to the next generation 
as the time when the church will hav to meet the 
legitimate consequences of all this. The preachers 
of the sheol school, who infest every denomination 
of Christians more or less, may well be compared 
to Buddensiek, the New York builder, who is now in 
prison for manslaughter because he erected houses 
with untempered mortar and poor materials, which 
tumbled down and killed their occupants. The 
church, with the doctrin of future retribution taken 
from her creed as Christ taught it, is in a similar 
condition, and a bill of indictment lies against all the 
sheol brethren who made a contract when they were 
ordained of building up the walls of Zion with 
stones that were squared and dressed according to 
the rule laid down in the gospel, and not round or 
angular stones, which fall out under the weight of 
the superstructure. 

To this widespread suspicion among the people 
that future punishment for the impenitent is only a 
scarecrow of antiquity may be traced the fact, uni- 
versally complained of, that there is such a lack of 
disciplin in the church. Family worship has gener- 
ally been given up, or, what is worse, performed in 
such a way that the children either sleep under the 
exercise or put in no appearance at all. Baptism of 
infants is so seldom seen in church that a person who 
examins the records would suppose that all the 


mothers of Israel had been stricken with barrenness, 
and that no children were born. The weekly prayer- 
meetings, which were always considered an indica- 
tion, like a steam-gage on a locomotiv, of the state 
of religion in any congregation, are in a most dis- 
couraging condition. I made it a point to attend a 
prayer-meeting every week during my absence, in 
some church or other; and. in a great majority of 
instances a more sleepy, perfunctory, and dreary per- ` 
formance you could scarcely conceive of, giving em- 
phasis to the lamentation in the hymn which is always 
‘sung on such occasions, that the singers were living 
at a poor, wretched, dying rate. Nothing is left, 
then, but the observance of public worship on the 
Sabbath; and we all know what that amounts to. 
Even in our good city of Philadelphia, whose relig- 
ious zeal it was that honored God by shutting the 
doors of the Centennial exhibition on the Sabbath, in ` 
1876, if every seat in our four hundred churches, em- 
bracing all sects, were occupied on the Sabbath, 
there would be now seven hundred thousand of our 
citizens, who are practically pagans, and who never 
darken the doors of our churches from one yeax’s end 
to the other, and never wish to. But, instead of our 
churches being filled, as I hav supposed in this cal- 
culation, we hav learned to be content if they are 
half, or a third, filled. And yet, we send mission- 
aries, at enormous expense, to convert this very kind 
of pagan people to Christianity on the other side of 
the globe! In cities, when the Sabbath comes, the 
sons of church-members, and even church-members 
themselvs, instead of reverently taking their seats . 
with their wives and daughters in the sanctuary, 
spend the day at their clubs, in smoking, and drink- 
ing wine, or, if the weather be good, in riding, driv- 
ing, or boating. i 

It is the complaint of all the Protestant sects—the 
Catholics are not troubled in this way—that pious 
young men are not fired by a holy ambition to serve 
Christ in the ministry, as was formerly the case, but 
lose the zeal of their first espousals, and go into other 
vocations where they can make money and fame, and 
not be laughed at in the pulpit by the ungodly, who 
ridicule everything that is sacred. And this leads 
me to offer some remarks on our 

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES. 

I made it my business to visit, spending two days 
at each, no less than five theological seminaries, 
Brother L., during the discussions of the committee 
that led to my mission, alluded to the mental infe-. 
tiority, as far as his observation extended, of the av- ` 
erage candidate for the ministry now, when compared’ 
with those of a former generation. 

` In measuring the intellectual caliber of the students ` 
in the seminaries I visited, I found his opinion justi- 
fied. The great majority of them obviovsly come 
from the country congregations, out of which they 
were gathered by the education societies, simply be- 
cause they were poor but pious. After they had 
received their academic and collegiate education as 
charity students, they were transferred into the theo- 
logical seminary on the same foundation. In con- 
templating their look of commonness, I was forcibly 
reminded of what I once heard a distinguished presi- 
dent of a college say in a meeting of synod, that, in 
raking over all the country churches simply for pious 
young men for the ministry, without reference to 
brains, the education societies were committing the 
sin of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, who debased the 
church of God by making priests of the lowest of the 
people. He took the ground that an able-bodied 
young man who could agree to be educated in the 
academy, college, and theological seminary on contri- 
butions made by poor widows and seamstresses, and 
by charity in general, was, ipso facto, unfit for the 
ministry. Such charity training, begun when a youth 
is taken from the shop or the plow-tail, and continued 
as it is for years, robs him of his manhood, self- 
respect, and spirit of independence, and makes him a 
mere truckling slave and parasite, feeding on the 
body of the church, and in many instances, when fail- 
ing to be dandled into some congregation as pastor, 
losing heart, and going up and down the vacancies, 
saying, “ Put me, I pray thee, into one of the priest’s 
offices that I may eat a piece of bread." The sober 
truth is that the majority of our charity students 
who go through the seminary, and get licensed to 
preach, are not fitted either by ability, education, or 
manners to meet the necessities of the time. They 
are mere eunuchs of the kingdom of heaven for the 
sake of the emoluments. They hav no idea of the 
condition of the churches, and hence wonder that 
they are not called to settle down as pastors, when so 
many of our most important and wealthy congrega- 
tions are vacant and hav to get along as well as they 
can under the ruinous system of state supplies. A 
theological student, as we know by experience, con- 
cerns himself at the seminary with studies that 
qualify him simply to preach the gospel didactically. 
But the literature which the people composing our 
congregations now read is steeped in Infidelity in its 
most insidious forms; and when a raw youth is 
licensed to preach, and emerges from his cloister in 
the shape of a minister of the gospel, and enters the 
pulpit, he has no idea at all of the world he.is to liv 


! In, nor of the situation, and is surprised and discour- 
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aged at the indifference his audiences manifest toward 
his sermons. The old system of polemics taught in 
our seminaries, for reasons to be mentioned hereafter, 
are as useless now as the old smooth-bore musket 
and eighteen-pound cannon would be in modern 
warfare between nations. The enemies of the church 
to-day are not what they were half a century ago. 
The old arguments they used, and we used, are not 
the cnes in use now. Then, like the English archers 
at the battle of Agincourt, we had the advantage of 
having the sun on our backs ; but now the ground is 
shifted, and we fight under the disadvantage of our 
eyes being blinded by. the bright rays of the sun. 


te 


The Vedas, or Hindoo Bible. 


The average Christian seems to be ignorant of the 
fact that there are other so-called holy books in exist- 
ence of as great importance as the Christian's Bible, 
and possessing superiority in many respects. For 
the information of such persons, before whose eyes 
this article may chance to come, we append the fol- 
lowing extracts from the Vedas of the Hindoos: 


God is one! Creator of all that is! God is like a perfect 
sphere, without beginning and without end! God rules and 
governs all creation by a general providence, resulting from 
first determined and fixed principles. Thou shalt not make 
inquiry into the essence of the eternal one, nor by what law 
he governs. An inquiry into either is vain and criminal. It 
is enough that day by day and night by night thou seest in 
his works his wisdom, his power, and his mercy. Benefit 
thereby. 

By one supreme ruler is this universe pervaded, even every 
world in the whole circle of nature. Enjoy pure delight, O 
man, by abandoning all thoughts of this perishable world, and 
covet not the wealth of any creature existing. 

To those regions where evil spirits dwell, and which utter 
darkness pervades, all such men surely go after death as de- 
stroy the purity of their own souls. 

Let my soul return unto the immortal spirit of God, and 
then let my body, which ends in ashes, return unto dust, 

O Spirit, who pervadest fire, lead us in a straight path to 
the riches of beatitude! remove each foul taint from our 
souls, who approach thee with highest praise, and the most 
fervid adoration. 


God, who is perfect wisdom and perfect happiness, is the | 


final refuge of the man who has liberally bestowed his wealth, 
who has been firm in virtue, and who knows and adores the 
Great One! l 

Remember me, O OM, thou divine spirit ! 


How great must be the mortification of the Chris- 


tian who has set such great store by his Bible upon 
the discovery that the “ poor Hindoo,” for whose en- 
lightenment and salvation he has often contributed 
to the missionary cause, knows as much about God 
as himself, and already possesses a written Word 
fully as elevated in tone and sentiment as any portion 
of the Bible, and surpassing it in point of freedom 
from the promulgation of obscene stories. 

The worshiper of the triune God, uttering curses 
upon those who recognize many gods, seekg to im- 
press the teachings of the scriptures upon the minds 
of those whose faith is centered in & book which 
avers that “ God is one.” 

How intolerant, how foolish, how blindly bigoted, 
is the man who attempts to interfere with the re- 
ligious opinions of those who surpass him in moral 
conduct, and whose lives are measured by a creed 
less tyrannical than the one which the Christian 
would hav the “ poor heathen” acknowledge! 

The experience of the better class of the human 
race teaches us that belief in a God is unnecessary to 
a man of upright character, and exceedingly unprofit- 
able to those who seem inclined to go astray, because 
the former must be acceptable anywhere, and at any 
time, by virtue of his natural uprightness; and the 
feigned goodness—hypocrisy—of the latter cannot 
justly entitle him to a passport to any heaven. It 
has been clearly demonstrated that those who bow 
to no God, and follow no creed, make better husbands 
and better wives, better fathers, better mothers, and 
better citizens, than those who bow to what they 
blindly term man’s superior. 

The fact admitted that belief in a God is unimpor- 
tant; that men acknowledging no God, and subscrib- 
ing to no creed, are good men; that men who wor- 
ship three gods, yea, numberless gods, and ever 
follow creed, are vile, bloodthirsty, intolerant, and 
contemptible. The way is open for the acceptance of 
the fact that the fewer gods we worship the higher 
we rank in the scale of true greatness; and the Hin- 
doo who believes that God is one, outranks the 
Christian who worships the triune God, believing 
that God consists of three. W. S. Axzison. 

New Lisbon, Ind. 

9 ——-—————— 
Epitaph for an Irascible Man. 

Wm. Scott Campbell was a reputable merchant of Johns- 
town, N. Y., whose chief, if not only, failing was an irasci- 
ble temper. Squire Frothingham of the same town had a 
satirical turn of mind. The merchant died, and a fine mon- 


ument was erected to his memory, surmounted with a cross. 
Some friends of Squire Frothingham, in a playful mood, 
asked him if he could not compose an appropriate epilaph. 
The squire closed his diminutiv eyes, and improvised as fol- 
lows: 

W. S. Campbell he died, he did, 

And here is erected a pyramid 

With & cross above, intended to show 

That the cross old cuss lies buried below. 

f : 


Tae latest conundrum: Why is the Rev. Dr. McGlynn 
like a stray goose? Answer: Because he didn't follow the 
propaganda. 


Our Roman Catholic Paupers. 


The following from the New York Times is of un- 
usual interest just now, when the Catholics are 
endeavoring to divide the school funds for the bene- 
fit of their pauper-breeding religion. It was pub- 
lished in the 75mes of the Tth ult.: 


I hav madea careful compilation of certain statistics show- 
ing appropriations under ihe color of law from the city 
treasury to a certain group of charitable institutions, which, 
in my belief, are not quite what they seem tobe. While it 
may be true that these organizations are engaged in taking 
care of the poor and helpless, I cannot believe that the whole 
of the very large amounts of money they receive from the 
state and city 18 entirely expended for the support of these 
Classes. May not these appropriations account, to an extent, 
for the unprecedented growth of the papal power in this 
city? To me they account for the presence in our city of 
many of their churches and parochial schools. 

The statistics referred to. are startling as to amounts, in- 
structiv to the taxpayer, and suggestiv to those who are 
familiar with the history of the Roman hierarcay, and are as 
follows, viz.: ` 
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An examination of these flgures will show that the average 
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appropriation for each of the twelve years bas been $671,- 
044 04; for every week of those years, $12.904 69, and for 
each day, $1.843 52. If we divide the appropriation for one 
day by twenty-eight and one-half, we find that these institu- 
tions ought to hav had in their keeping each day during the 
twelve years 6.468 persons, the appropriations being based 
upon an allowance of $2 per week or twenty-eight and one- 
half cents per day for each inmate. If we make the like cal- - 
culation based upon the appropriation for 1875, the result 
calls for 4 008 inmates for each day of that year. and in 1886 
the appropriations were made upon a basis of 10,144 benefi- 
ciaries cared for every day of that year. 

If the calculations showing these results are correct, they 
prove not only a remarkable but a most dangerous gro«th of 
pauperism among the Roman Catholics of our city, and these 
liberal donations of public moneys are chiefly responsible for 
the enormous jncrease. So long as these institutions can ob- 
tain from the public treasury $2 yer week for the support of 
each child they can capture, just so long will apparent pau- 
perism continue to grow. 

The great profit flowing from these pretended charity op- 
erations and accruing to the Roman Catholic church became 
practically apparent during Tweed’s reign, for we find by 
reference to the list of ** institutions" while he was in power 
(1869 and 1870), five of them came into existence and bav 
been drawing large sums from the treasury ever since, and 
trom 1877 to 1884 nine more, controled by the sume power. 

To me, the proposition is almost self-evident that, while 
there may be muci Charity work performed by the manage- 
ment of these numerous associations, their business is car- 
ried on largely in the interest of making money for the 
Roman Catholic church; and the appropriations from public 
moneys, to a Considerable extent, go for building churches, 
parochial schools, or other purposes not contemplated by 
the law authorizing the appropriations. ‘This particular 
field of industry has proved so unexpectedly protituble that 
in & bill now pending before the legislature at Albany the 
parties in interest hav had a provision inserted extending 
the authority to commit to these institutions under Roman 
Catholic control, and others, children up to the age of four- 
teen—the present law providing only for the committal of 
those under twelve. 

The great question involved growing out of this evil is 
one of fur more importance than the joss of money. lt is 
one of morals, and concerns, not only citizens, but the state 
as well. In view of the fact, often proved, that the Roman 
Catholics furnish over eighty per cent of the Criminals and 
paupers of the city of New York, is it wise or sensible as a 
measure of public policy, having a direct bearing upon the 
welfare of our local society, that these great amounts of 
money should be paid to institutions which are conducted 
with special reference to manufacturing more Roman Cath- 
olics, many of whom are likely to become criminals and 
paupers ? 

There are thirteen other city charitable associations receiv- 
ing support from the same source as the above, and organ- 
ized substantially for the same object, but uuder non- 
sectarian Protestant or Jewish contrul. They receive their 
per Capita allowance for each child from the board of appor- 
tionment and under the same luw that provides for appropri- 
ations to institutions under the charge of Roman Caunolics ; 
but in the twelve years included in the above statement they 
hav drawn from the city only the sum of $4,467,310.83. Of 
late an often-repeated report has obtuined Credence, that the 
Romanists claim one-half of the population of New York as 
belonging to their faith ; this claim being well founded, then 
they admit, by indirection, that they hav a disproportionate 
and excessiv percentage of paupers. lf we base our calcula- 
tions upon the amounts appropriated to the two classes of 
intsitutions, we find that tue sixteen under the Catholics hav 
in the same number of years drawn $6,585,218,15 in excess 
of all the others. Of course there is no way of accounting 
for this excess except upon the assumption thas it was drawn 
for the support of pauper children at $2 per head per week. 

Rusu C. Hawkins. 
— ne 


Papal Absolution. 


The form of absolution used by Tetzel, the Do- 
minican monk, was as follows: 


May our Lord Jesus Christ hav mercy upon thee and ab- 
solve thee by the merits of his most holy passion. And I, by 
his authority and that of his blessed apostles, Peter and Paul, 
and of the most holy pope, granted and committed to me in 
these parts, do absolve thee first from all ecclesiastical cen- 
sures in whatever Manner they hav been incurred, and then 
from all thy sins, transgressions, and excessess, how enor- 
mous soever they may be, even from such a8 are reserved for 
the cognizance of the holy see; and as far as the keys of the 
holy church extend, 1 remit to you all punishment which 
you deserve in purgatory on their account; and 1 restore you 
to the holy sacraments of the church, to the unity of the 
faithful, and to that innocence and purity which you pos- 
sessed at baptism; so that when you die the gates of pun- 
ishment shall be shut and the gates of the paradise of de- 
light shall be opened; and if you shall die at present this 
grace ehall remain in full force when you are at the point of 
death. In the name of the father, and of the son, and of the 
Holy Ghost. 


The following tariff of the prices of absolution is 
copied from a reprint at Rome in the last century : 


£8 d. 

For a layman who shall strike a priest without 
effusion of blood..................eeeee 5 0 
For one layman who shall kill another............... 38 8 
For murdering a father, mother, wife, or sister... 5 0 
For eating meat in Lent............. eese Á—— 5 65 
For him who lies with his mother or sister......... . 8 8 

For marrying on those days when the church for- 
bids matrimony 20 0 
For absolution of all erimes...... eese eee 216 0 


On confession of any of the foregoing sins and 
payment of the fee to Father Tetzel or any other 
duly commissioned priest, the penitent was absolved, 
so that the gates of purgatory were shut against him 
and the doors of paradise opened. And yet bow many 
intelligent Protestants and even Freethinkers erro- 
neously believe that the priest does not pretend to 
pardon sius or remit the penalty. The language ad- 
dressed to the penitent is, Adsolvo te ab omnibus 


peccatis—“ I absolve thee from all thy sins.” B. — 
——————9-9-9——————— 
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Treasurer's Report for Mareh, 1887. 


REORIPIS. 
Mar. 1. Reported receipts.............c.c.csecseseeteeees $781.06 
* 6. William A. Bouser, membership, per In- 
vestizator....... susce ee ee enne krisi no eee eese 2 00 
* 15. Greeley, A. S. U.. per A. J. Wadlia....... 15 00 
* 15. Longmont A. S. U., per Boulder............ 8 170 
* 15. Dr. Ambrook. per S. P. P... 7.00 
* 35. Denver A. S. U.. per Thos. J. Truss....... 25 00 
* 15. Loveland A. S. U.. per Faulkncr............ 15.00 
“ 15. EI Tec pil cai c T 2 00 
** 19.  H. Tyler, per Troru SEEKER.................- 1.00 
*" 94. §. Brewer, per treasurer.............. ceceeaeee 500 
* 96. Charles Dunn, per TRUTH SEEKER.......... 2 00 
* 26. §. L. Hogan, a E 100 
* 26. Thos. Rogers, “ EED a eaves 2 00 
* 26. P.F. Spencer, *' ss 1.00 
“© 96. Thos. Fair, “ i 200 
* 26. Martin Miller, ‘* B is 1.00 
*'* 26. ; Waterbury, Conn., per TRUTH 
SRERER PR Nr 1.00 
Total to date. ................. eere eterne $866.76 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
Mar. 1. Reported disbursements........................ $767.11 
5 35. S. P. Putnatn« over cere te reno rear 67.50 
" 15. Moss Engraving Co., note paper, en- 


14 50 


Total disbursements to date. ................ $849 31 
March 81, 1887. . Cuas. Eoxuarp, Treasurer. 


The treasurer calls attention to the advertis- 
ment in another part of Tur TnurH SEEKER of the 
device, “ Our Flag Above the Cross." 

— — 9-4 —————— —. 


News and Notes. 


I am at Los Angeles again on Sunday, March 27th. 
All the morning in the pleasant sunshine I drive over 
the beautiful city with my good friend, John Riggin, 
who out of the reminiscences of a long and happy 
life, where Secular philosophy prevailed, could mingle 
nature and humanity with charming felicity—Los 
Angeles, the Queen of the Angels, it originally was, 
but, Yankee-like, the “Queen” has been clipped, and 
for short it is The Angels, or Los Angeles. It is 
surrounded by high hills, and from the summits the 
city can be seen in all its glory, with its brilliant 
tropical foliage and bloom. ° Far off against the 
horizon are the dashing billows of the sea, like a 
sweeping silvery cloud, while the mountains roll away 
into the burnished blue, and in the shining valley the 
city greets the sun like the tiara of a queen, a picture 
of loveliness set in summer's bosom amid spring's 
eternal joy and autumn’s golden feast. 

Sunday evening I lecture on “The New Heaven 
and Earth." The Liberal element in this city is large, 
and I find many friends and earnest supporters of 
the cause. I regret that I cannot remain any longer 
in southern California, or revisit it again this year. 
The outlook is most promising. Dr. York has 
labored effectivly since his return from Australia. In 
Los Angeles and San Bernardino he has had large 
audiences and awakened great interest, and he has 
made my own work most encouraging. A good com- 
rade he is. 
before I went north, and I was delighted with his 
genial fellowship and vigorous spirit. He has the 
gift both of eloquence and action. He knows how to 
arouse people and make them do their best. He isa 
logical and powerful speaker, and entertaining also: 
He can weave wit and fancy with telling argument. 
He is thoroughly sincere and generous, a manly advo- 
cate of liberty. After his Australian tour, where he 
has won new laurels, he purposes to take a trip East, 
to that Mecca of Liberalism, Paine Memorial Hall. I 
bespeak for him a cordial welcome. He will go by 
way of Salt Lake City, Denver, Kansas City, Burling- 
ton, Chicago, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, and New York, 
and I hope that friends will make all the use possible 
of his services at every available point of his route. 
This is a rare opportunity to listen to one of our 
foremost lecturers. Giv him a noble greeting. 

Monday, March 28th, I leave Los Angeles. A 
goodly company I found there, and I bid farewell 
with hopes of work together again. The Secular 
Society organized will undoubtedly maintain its 
ground. It is hoped that the services of good lect- 
urers can be secured for the next three or four 
months at least. 

This is an important point, and a Liberal speaker 
could be well sustained every Sunday with an 
audience of several hundred. J. E. Clark, the agent 
of Tug Truta Srexer, is a live man. He has decided 
to keep on hand hereafter a supply of Liberal litera- 
ture, the demand for which is constantly increasing. 
G. W. Owen is another intelligent worker who has 
just located here from Santa Cruz, and purposes to 
devote himself to Liberal affairs. I found him of 
great assistance in my own labors, and much of their 
success was the result of his generous aid. No more 


velopes, and printing................... eee 


I met him on Monday at Los Angeles, |. 


magnanimous friends could be found than John 
Riggin, Eugene Riggin, I. M. Vost, and others. 
C. Severance is well known for his bright and in- 
structiv contributions to Liberal discussion. He has 
written some excellent articles for the papers here, 
which hav been widely read. R. C. Glover, L. 
Litchenberger, T. C. Naramore, G. N. Brubaker, H. 
Martine, John Baker, Lyman Smith, ete., are wide- 
awake supporters of the movement. 

I enjoyed at Los Angeles the acquaintance of Dr. 
E. Schreiber, the Jewish rabbi, author of excellent 
lectures on * The Talmud ;" a learned and liberal man, 
in sympathy with our Freethought movement, and 
an earnest advocate of the Nine Demands. 

I was pleased to meet Mr. and Mrs. John Robinett, 
of San Jacinto, who came ninety miles to attend the 
lectures, and who hav done good work in their com- 
munity for Liberalism and the circulation of Tue 
Truru Sercer. I was in hopes to see these friends 
again and lecture at San Jacinto, San Bernardino, 
Delmar, etc., but I find that I cannot do this. I 
must press northward and leave southern California 
for the bright future, when I shall arrange for a 
longer stay among these most friendly regions. I 
find it impossible to fulfil the demand for lectures on 
this lively coast. There is an inquiry for Remsburg 
and Jamieson and others, and I hope they will find 
time to come to this Summer Land, where they will 
hav a right royal welcome and hosts of admirers. 

Tuesday and Wednesday I am at Visalia. This is 
one of the oldest towns of California, the county seat 
of Tulare county, about ten miles off the main line, 
and so it has a cosy and comfortable look, very 
much like à New England village, with its elegance 
and refinement. It is in the midst of a beautiful belt 
of timber, lofty and wide-spreading oaks, that giv the 
landscape a charming variety. The green fields 
stretch away beneath the intricate arches. The vast 
Sierras rise with their snowy tops to the eastward— 
a dazzling scene—peak glancing over peak with 
glowing foreheads, around which roll the ever-varying 
clouds. Here I find a happy resting-place, amid 
rural felicity, in the hospitable home of Mr. and Mrs. 
James Evans, with their sister, Mrs. Dora Mitchell, 
all of whom are earnest Liberals. It was through 
their efforts that an opening was made for the lecture 
campaign in Visalia. It was very successful. The 
largest hall in the place was crowded to its utmost 
capacity for two nights, and I hav not found in any 
place a more enthusiastic reception. There are hosts 
of Freethinkers here—Mr. Alfred Daggett, Mr. Zane 
Stuben, L. V. Nanscawen, Mr. Grant, Oregon Saun- 
ders, Judge Wallace, I. B. Smith, the Messrs. Jacobs, 
Mr. Chisman, Dick Chatten, J. A. Patterson, Pro- 
fessor Orr, G. A. Botsford, T. J. Conley, Dr. L. R. 
Kiug, and many others. I was sorry I could not 
stay longer, but I believe there will be a most 
flourishing Secular Union established here; in fact, 
Tulare county would giv a good Freethought lect- 
urer a very Liberal support. The Secular thought is 
predominant, but it needs the voice and pen to bring 
it forth and make it effectiv. 

Time flies rapidly, and Thursday morning, in the 
bright sunlight and through the radiant groves, I 
come to Tulare, a rattling railroad town, that has 
been burnt down three times, and rises from its 
ruins more magnificent than ever. I delivered two 
lectures Thursday and Friday evenings to full 
houses. I find plenty of Freethinkers. What they 
need is organization. ` 

Mr. Enos Churchill is our pioneer in Tulare. He 
has done good work for twenty years. I enjoyed 
the hospitality of himself and family. I here found 
Mr. E. Moore, a Trura Seeker subscriber and a 
pleasant comrade, who keeps our flag floating wher- 
ever he goes. I was also generously entertained by 
Mr. and Mrs. Seymour Johnson, of the Spiritualist 
ranks, but responsiv to all the humanitarianism of 
this world. I hav not found more agreeable com- 
panions. I also called upon Mr. Mackay, of a some- 
what theosophical frame of mind, who has read, I 
guess, about a million books, and is now ranching it 
for the benefit of his health in a house built by his 
own hands. He has much learning, but he carries it 
with Scotch shrewdness. His mother, seventy-six 
years of age, came from Scotland to America for the 
express purpose of converting her son from the 
errors of Infidelity. She read Ingersoll, and that 
converted her, and then her highest desire was to see 
Ingersoll, and it was the happiest moment of her life 
when she shook hands with our noble champion. 

I was pleased also to meet E. M. Dewey, formerly 
of Massachusetts, a schoolmaster, once the teacher 
of our good and famous Susan Wixon—somewhere 
about Cape Cod, I believe—and so from California I 
send to the Children’s Corner the benedictions of this 
old-time mentor, who carries the flag of freedom still. 
He has a lovely home out here, and his farm sparkles 
with fruitfulness. 

B. F. Moore, I. T. Bachelder, J. L. Bachelder, E. 
Newell, W. T. Cartmill, A. Fletcher, C. F. Hall, B. 
G. Parker—who came twenty miles to hear the lect- 
ures—Mr. W. J. Caudson, Mr. McMellen—behind 
whose fleeting steeds I traversed this splendid valley 
—W. F. Wood, G. H. Castle, Jr., T. Bacigalupi, and 
others, make up our Tulare legion, which, I am sure, 


willever be found in the front ranks of the grand 
army. 
So far California has been not only a land of 
promis, but of most encouraging results. Iam now 
on my way to San Francisco and Oakland, and I look 
forward to pleasant labors until April 10th. April 
17th and 24th I shall be at San José, and between 
these dates at Santa Cruz. I shall be at Stockton 
May 1st and 8th, at Sacramento May 15th and 29d. 
I hav decided to go northward by way of Chico, Yreka, 
Ashland, Talent, Jacksonville, Eugene, Albany, Salem, 
Portland, Corvallis, Forest Grove, Seattle, Victoria, 
Port Townsend, New Tacoma, The Dalles, Pendleton, 
Walla Walla, Union City, Baker City, Emmettsville, 
etc. Friends in these places will please take notice, 
and do the best they can for a svccessful tour. Ad- 
dress communications care of W. F. Freeman, Box 
499, Stockton, Cal. SauvEL P. Purnam. 
Southern Pacific R.R., Saturday, April 2, 1887. 


———— e 
Mr. Reynolds in Michigan. 


Eaton Rarrps, March 28th.—The train was behind 
time at Charlotte, which necessitated hiring a team 
and enduring a very cold jolt of eleven miles, but I 
reached Eaton Rapids, cold, hungry, and happy, at 
7 p.m, and relieved the anxiety of the friends, who had 
about decided that there would be a big disappoint- 
ment. Of course I could not bring my trunk. One 
of the delights cf life on the road is the impossibility 
of seeing the inside of your trunk for from six to ten 
days at atime. You see its exterior all you desire 
while arguing against extra baggage charges and fees 
for leaving it over at stations. I always retain my 
* grip,” but that is filled with pamphlets and TRUTH 
SEEKERS, precious freight, all that anyone could rea- 
sonably desire for the furnishing and adorning the 
mind, but not available as underclothes. 

Mr. and Mrs. Atwood are the very noblest types of 
the genuin Liberal, and knowing them I was not sur- 
prised to find the “ Red Ribbon Hall" (a very large 
one) filled with the best and most intelligent people 
of the city. On Tuesday, “ Why I Left the Pulpit” 
had been advertised, and friends came, despite the 
severe cold, seven, ten, and twelve miles to meet me 
and hear the “why.” After the second lecture J had 
the pleasure of organizing the Eaton Rapids Liberal 
Society. Twenty-one signed the membership roll, ` 
and the following officers were unanimously elected: 
President, Wm. Miller; vice-president, Mrs. Lizzie 
Shaw; secretary, Mrs. Rachel Atwood; treasurer, 
W. S. Henderson; vigilance committee, Mrs. J. Pot- 
ter, W. S. Henderson, and A. Atwood; educational 
committee, O. Elmer, Helen Knapp, and May Atwood ; 
social committee, Homer Potter, Mrs. Kent Wright, 
and Frank Baker. 

The regular weekly meetings until further notice 
will be held at the house of Mr. and Mrs. Atwood on 
Sunday afternoons at 9 o'clock. The usual schedule 
of monthly dues, payable in advance, was adopted. 
It is proposed to form a joint-stock company and 
build a suitable Liberal hall. It would certainly 
prove a very profitable investment, and greatly aid 
the cause. 

The great want of the times isa home secretary, 
at permanent headquarters, to whom all workers 
could apply and be sure of prompt response, and 
who could supply by-laws, leaflets containing duties 
of officers and committees, order of business, hints 
and suggestions how best to conduct science schools 
without a teacher, how best to do propaganda work, 
and obtain subscribers to Liberal publications. As 
it is now, I hav to write all this out each time, and 
while on the road it is impossible to do this satisfac- 
torily. New, young, struggling societies are left to 
flounder along as best they can, without aid, counsel, 
or sympathy, to liv or die. 

I left Eaton Rapids rejoicing with the many good 
friends at the bright prospects of the Liberal society, 
and promising to write out and send them such hints 
and suggestions as I could. 

Ioxra.— Wednesday afternoon, March 29th, I ar- 
rived at Ionia and was met at the depot by a delega- 
tion of whole-souled Liberal gentlemen, who gave me 
cordial greeting and most hearty welcome. I was 
taken in the carriage of that stanch disciple of Paine, 
Dr. Bayard, to view the principal buildings of the 
city, and was deposited at the Bentley mansion. The 
friends had engaged the now elegant and capacious 
hall, formerly the Salvation Army barracks. The 
building was erected for the Salvationists, but they 
could not save enough to pay for it; they fizzled 
out, and the building, thoroughly cleaned, renovated, 
and beautified, I dedicated by the delivery of three 
lectures to science and Freethought. I had very 
large attendance at all three lectures; the interest 
increased each night. 

After my last lecture, “The Trial of Satan,” twenty- 
five enrolled their names as members of the Ionia 
Liberal Society. I united in the lamentations of the 
friends that previous engagements prevented my re- 
maining longer, especially that I could not hav re- 
mained over Sunday and completed the work of 
organization. The success of my effort at Ionia was 
mainly due to the Bentley family. Mr. Wm. Bentley 
is one of those energetic, thoroughly capable, yet un- 
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assuming men, that once enlisted in any enterprise 
and success is assured. Like Elias H. Gault, of Kal- 
amazoo, he is a shrewd business man, ever genial and 
jolly, delighted to accommodate and make happy all 
with whom he has to do; yet he never loses sight of 
duty and the accomplishment of the work or business 
in hand. Of course, in such hands I could not help 
but hav grand success. This was greatly added to 
by a petite fairy possessing wonderful musical genius 
(the bride of Charles Bentley, son of friend Wm. 
Bentley, and worthy son of a noble sire. Charles 
and his fair bride are both earnest Liberals). Young 
Mrs. Charles Bentley entranced the audience each 
night with the wondrous sweetness and power of her 
voice, as with true poetic feeling she rendered the 
soul-inspiring sentiments of Liberalism. I had the 
pleasure of forming acquaintance with many worthy, 
able, and cultured advocates of Freethought, among 
them the popular physician, Dr. T. R. Allen. Then, 
as ever, “learn to love only to leave.” Stern duty 
demands on, on, on, to other fields. 

Mr. and Mrs. Webster, of Belding, hav arranged 
for me some eight lectures in their vicinity, and when 
these are filled I must turn my face east and journey 
toward the Jersey jail. So mote it be. i 

C. B. Rersorns, 


- to 
. The Liberal Club. 

Ts the weather rough and wintry—cold enough to 
make you swear? Wait until you get to sheol; you 
will find it warmer there? 

Comforting himself with the promis outlined in 
these words, a man wearing a ten-dollar badge-pin 
with a diamond in it went blithely up Third avenue 
the other night to a meeting of the Manhattan Lib- 
eral Club. At that time he did not know that spring 
was so close aboard, as Captain Clark would say it, 
and that ere another ten days had passed the young 
man would be taking account of stock with a view to 
selecting his summer girl. At the door of the hall, 
when it was reached, he laid down a new five-cent 
piece, which was absorbed with alacrity by Treasurer 
Morris, and as he did so he reflected on how much 
better it was thus to appropriate that sum than to 
spend it for lager beer. At the same time he kept 
another five-cent piece where he could get hold of it 
handily if he should change his mind. . 

. The speaker of the evening was Mrs. Clara Ney- 
mann, who had taken it in hand to point out the 
“Dangers Ahead.” In introducing the lady, Mr. 
Wakeman said he hoped the audience would behave 
as well as it could afford to while she was speaking. 

Mrs. Neymann wore a handsome rose, and spoke 
with just enough accent to suggest the Faderland. 
It appeared from the lecture that the danger ahead 
is the utter obliteration of our institutions which 
must result from exclusiv male suffrage. Women 
demand the suffrage and may be driven to the alter- 
nativ of joining the labor party for the accomplish- 
ment of that purpose. Women must vote or the 
republic must go. Mrs. Neymann’s lecture lasted a 
little more than an hour, and contained many argu- 
ments in favor of extending the ballot to women. 

The Chair gave notice that Leander Thompson 
would speak at the next meeting on “The Scum of 
Society.” Mr. Thompson probably did not choose 
his subject with the Liberal Club’s members in mind, 
because they are the élite of the city. The Chair 
added that the floor was now open for discussion of 
the lecture, in speeches of ten minutes each. Mr. 
‘Wakeman advised the critics not to attempt to elab- 
orate more than one or two points during that lim- 
ited period. The last man who tried to crowd a 
lecture into ten minutes did not make a success of it. 

After a very long delay, Mr. Flynn went forward in 
one aisle and Mrs. Leonard in the other. Mrs. 
Leonard gave way. She said she was only going to 
take the platform to apologize for the backwardness 
of the men. 

Mr. Flynn announced that he was one of those un- 
popular individuals who didn’t believe in woman 
suffrage. 

Mrs. Britton (from the audience): “ Aha! a fossil !” 

The Chair: “Order! Don’t be surprised at any- 
thing you hear now.” 

Mr. Flynn proceeded to say that politics was out- 
side the domain of women. If women had a domain 
of their own, it wouldn’t be proper for men to 
encroach upon it. Women can accomplish as much 
without the ballot as with it. Female suffrage is 
only a sentimental idea, and the women care more for 
the means than for the end. 

Lawyer Searing was the next speaker. He did not 
relish the idea of lecturers coming down from the 
Nineteenth Century Club to instruct the plain, com- 
mon-sense people of the Labor party and the Liberal 
Club. The lecturer had said that it might be neces- 
sary for the woman suffragists to join the working 
people, thus implying that she hoped for better 
things. Mr. Searing doubted the earnestness and 
honesty of the lecturer and her class. If they 
thought they could gain their end by joining the 
Labor party, why didn’t they do so at once, instead 

_of reserving that as a last resort? The trouble was 

` they preferred to agitate in a cultured and ornamental 

manner rather than get down to the hard work and 


practical methods by which alone their legal disabili- 
ties could be removed. Mr. Searing spoke with un- 
usual animation. 

‘Lawyer Levi said that Mr. Searing bad illustrated 
what lawyers called the suppressio veri, suggestio 
falsi. The reason women want the ballot is because 
disfranchisment is degradation, and they feel it as 
keenly as the slaves of the South felt their bondage. 
Woman suffrage would find its strongest supporters 
among working women and workingmen’s wives, be- 
cause they know best where the shoe pinches. They 
cannot compete with men in the labor market, but 
they know that by means of the ballot they can effect 
legislation which will help them. 

Mrs. Leonard hinted that Mr. Flynn had broken 
prematurely from the restraint of the maternal apron 
strings. He would better go back. 

Dr. Weeks didn’t especially believe in woman's 
rights. He believed in human rights, which included 
the rights of women. A visitor who went away at 
the beginning of Dr. Weeks’s remarks said to the 
writer that by a curious coincidence, Dr. Weeks 
always commenced speaking at about the time he, the 
visitor, felt hike going home. 

Lawyer Chamberlain noted that the fact that 
the Declaration of Independence was not univers- 
ally understood had. been shown by Mr. Flynn, 
who had spoken of giving women their rights, as 
though men had the rights of women in charge, and 
as though that could be given which is inalienable. 
Mr. Chamberlain further said that the lower strata of 
society must be reached and fructified before the idea 
cf universal suffrage would bear fruit. 

Mrs. Hallock was glad the enemies were no 
stronger. Mr. Searing, she thought, had shown too 
much excitement for a judicial mind. Mrs. Hallock 
was interrupted by a man, evidently drunk, who in a 
Joud voice demanded to know how Salisbury and 
Parnell stood upon the Labor question. The Chair 
warned him that his action was wholly without prece- 
dent, and that if he did not come to order the second 
secretary would put him out. The second secretary, 
though a man of peace, was very happy over the 
prospect of an opportunity to oblige the Chair, and 
laid down his pencil, but the man lacked the public 
spirit to continue the disturbance, and with a deep 
sigh the disappointed secretary resumed his official 
duties. 
person has invaded the club during the present 
writer’s four years’ regular attendance. 

Mrs. Neymann closed the discussion. From which 
great profit was derived, the speakers being fair and 
learned; and when the proper time arrived, the 
meeting was declared adjourned. 


The next meeting, which the writer unavoidably 
missed, was addressed by Leander Thompson, who 
dealt with the “Scum of Society” in an able manner. 
The Hon. Dennis McMahon succeeds on the “ Illu- 
sions of Legislation.” 

The all-absorbing topic of conversation at the club 
is the resignation of President Wakeman, against. 
which a petition of protest is being circulated and 
numerously signed. On the last of the month Mr. 
Wakeman will make a speech, in which it is expected 
that he will reveal the causes which impel him to 
the separation. 

— .9——————— 


English as She is Spelled. 


In a house with a white door knob, 
Was a man who came there to krob, 
But he left for the West 
With a hole in his vest, 
Where reside his companions, who ksob. 


That houscholder had plenty of phlegm— 
Too much, say those burglars, for phthegm. 
Pistol-practice at night 
They declare is not right 
Just to save from a thief a small phgegm. 


And who is to say they are wrong— 

These knights of the road and of wsong ?— 
For our days here below 
Are so brief, you must know, 

And our stay ** over there” will be wlong. 


** Y hav sent this most gallant of knights 
Where jewels and gems are by krights 

Used for ceiling and floor, 

And not purchased with goor,” 
Said the householder, after the kfight. 
Now, the ‘‘ spirits” report once again 
That ** be says that an old setting hain 

Would not peck at large pearls? 

Where his wings he unfearls 
And flies through the sky like a wrain. 

H. H. G. 


— o 
You Fight, and Pll Pray. 
Grant Thorburn, the calumniator of Thomas Paine, was a 
puny Scotchman. He used to visit his nativ country, and on 
one of the return voyages the captain called on the passengers 
to help him quell a mutiny. Thorburn turned to a fellow- 
passenger of large stature and said, ‘‘ You help the captain, 
and I will go down in the cabin and pray." The mutiny was 
quelled, and on the arrival of the vessel at New York an ac- 
countof it was published in the newspapers, in which the suc- 
cessful result was attributed to the powerful efforts of Grant 
Thorburn ! 


This is the first time a drunk and disorderly 


John E. Remsburg af the Grave of His Child. 


My Frrexps: Custom decrees that at the grave a 


word be spoken, and struggling against the pangs. of 


this deep woe, I bav summoned courage to perform 


the task. I shall be brief. for in an hour like this 
words at their best are little more than mockery— 
sound as hollow as the clods that soon will fall upon 


this little casket. i 
It seems doubly sad that on the first day of spring, 


just as the flowers are getting ready to bud and 


blossom, our tiny bud should droop and die. Yet 


here he lies—withered and dead. 


On Tuesday evening, while many miles away, a let- 


ter reached me stating that our pretty babe was sick, 
and very sick. But it had been written four days 


before, and as the wires brought no fresh tidings I 
believed that he was better. Yesterday morning I 
was seated at a table penning a word of cheer to his 
dear mother, telling her that in a week I would be at 
home again. The thought filled me with joy, and in 
a dream of fancy I saw our darling running to meet 
me at the door, ready to climb into my arms, when 
on the wings of lightning came with staggering force 
the cruel message—‘ Gene is dead !” 

It is ever so--when least expecting it we stand 
face to face with Death. At dawn, at mid-day, as 
well as at Jife’s eve, he comes. His icy fingers dally 
with youth’s golden curls as oft as with the silver 
locks of age. The patriarch lies down in his last 
sleep; with bleeding hearts, beside his shriveled 
corpse we place the dimpled babe, and then, anon, 
blinded with scalding tears, bend over the mute form 
of a companion fallen in the very noon of life. All 
hav witnessed this grim monarch’s work—hav felt 
the bitterness his presence brings. Our sad experi- 
ence to-day was, yesterday, your own. Within these 
gates you, too, hav stood as mourners—hav been 
called upon to deposit on this sunny slope some loved 
one. I need not tell you that in your hours of grief 
you had our unfeigned sympathy. I know that we 
receive yours now, and this will make the burden of 
our sorrow less. i 


Dear Gene, less than a month ago, upon that cheek, 
then warm with life, I pressed a parent's loving kiss, 
and said, Good-bye. And now, upon the cold and 
pallid lips of my dead child I print a last fond kiss 
and say, Farewell! — - 


1 —— —— 
Leetures and Meetings. 


Tne New York State Woman Suffrage Association will 
hold its annual convention in this city at the Masonic Tem- 
ple, corner Twenty-third street and Sixth avenue, Thursday 
and Friday, April 21st and 22d. The public sessions are at 
2and 8 P.M. The convention will be addressed by Matilda 
Joslyn Gage, Mary Seymour Howell, Caroline Gilkey Rogers, 
Marguerite Moore, Annie Jenness Miller, Isabella Beecher 
Hooker, Clara Neymann, Kate Palmer Stearns, Rev. Amanda 
Deyo, Lillie Devereaux Blake, and others. The admission is 
free. ; 

J. E. Rzusnuna is lecturing to crowded houses in Kansas. 
In three weeks he delivered twenty-five lectures, speaking in 
Twin Mound, Heberling's, Burlingame, Ful River, Leon, 
Andover, Benton, Geuda Springs, Cedar Vale, Mound City, 
Max, Humboldt, Burlington, and Garnett. He has thirty 
lectures yet to deliver, as follows : 


Marysville...............«9 serene ent Sat., Sun., Apr. 16, 17. 
Haddam....e.s.eseesesssseressessrsrerossssoressssooseecsesssronsos Mon., 18 
CODCOrÀÍA...nesseosesossnsesssesecoostsscesstsecorsoocsoosesoecsoe Tues., 19 
Downs Wed., Fri., 20, 22 
WOLLE" Thur., 21 
MotOr........e eee eese eee eene teen nnns tenente Sat., Sun., 28, 24. 
BAVA seis oco coa teo dear e 6S SERd oo A a HER Guo RR Eo RICE nr T Mon., 25. 
New Cambr Tues., 26 
Dunlap........... eee eeeese retener tnt nnn nter nennt rnnt Wed., 27 
[om T ARR Thur., 28. 
ves dise dee TERR eer ENTIS Fri., 29 

PEPITA e aoa Sat., 30 

Sun., May 1. 

, Tues., Wed., Thurs., 2, 8, 4, 5. 

vis sse ses TRAEN eos a euo aea ise T aee DEL TUR Fri., 6. 

Sycamore Station........... esee Sat., 7 
Neodosha..........e eee esee nennen nnne annee enhn rnnt nnn Sun., 8 


After his work in Kansas is completed, Mr. Remsburg wil 


return to Illinois. 
——————9-4-9— ————— 


Business Notes. 
ATTENTION is called to the advertisment elsewhere of W. 
F. Jamieson's Minnesota farm, which he offers for sale. 


Tae Trora Seeker can be purchased by residents of 
Grand Rapids, Mich., at 188 South Division street, from Mr. 
Charles Sach. 


Tne sixth edition of Helen H. Gardener's ‘‘ Men, Women, 
and Gods” is now in press, and will shortly be ready for 
sale. This edition will be embellished with a new portrait of 
the writer, which of itself is a thing of beauty and joy for- 
ever, because it’s just like her. Writing praises of the book, 
however, is painting a lily, and we accept the best that has 
been said of it and, like the man who pasted his prayer over 
his bed, say, ‘‘Lord, them’s my sentiments.” 

e 
A Solid Argument for Christ, 
From the Miboankee Sentinel. 

OooxoMowoo, April 1.—E F. Ring, of Starta, an ex- 
preacher, but now a Freethought lecturer, yesterday offered 
one of his printed lectures for sale in the store occupied by 
Joel A. Woodruff and Andrew McKee, in this city, and was 
ejected from the store by them. Mr. Ring is an aged man, 
and the father of ex-Senator Ring. 
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Communications. 


Miracles and Miracle Workers. 


Bible miracles are too much of the hocus-pocus 
kind te really demand serious attention. Everyone 
will admit that a greater miracle can scarcely be con- 
ceived than turning all the waters of a great, country 
into blood. Yet if magicians with their enchantments 
could perform this wonderful miracle, it will be easy 
enough to account for the lesser ones. 

I do not believe that a scientist can be found in 

| the whole land who believes that the waters of Egypt 
were turned into blood. And if itis true that no 
such phenomenon ever occurred, then it has no better 
foundation than a lie to rest upon. When the world 
shall have entirely outgrown its childhood, it will be 
found that all miracles can be accounted for by 
ignorance, imposture, fraud, deception, or lies. 

Many of the so-called miracles are no miracles at 
all There is no miracle in curing the sick or healing 
the lame, deaf, or blind. But it would be a miracle 
for children to be thrown into a furnace and come out 
uninjured by fire. Fire destroyed animal tissues 
three thousand years ago just as it does to-day. Men 
could lie three thousand years ago as well as they can 
to-day; and if all would stop to consider how much 
easier it is to believe that men can lie or be deceived 
than it is to believe that a law of nature can be vio- 
lated, there would be an end to the miracle mystery. 

Turning water into wine is too silly to talk about 
asa miracle. It would only bea clever deception for 
the deft hands of a trickster. I have seen and tasted 
all kinds of liquors poured from one bottle. 

In one of the rejected gospels it is stated that John 
was thrown into a caldron of boiling oil in Rome. 
No Christian is asked to believe this unbelievable 
statement. But if he should express a doubt that 
certain men were taken up into the air, or that certain 
other men jumped out of their graves, he would not 
only incur the displeasure of the church, but the 
danger of that brimstone country “prepared for the 
devil and his angels." 

But if these stories had been voted out, and the 
story about John and the boiling oil had been voted 
in, then that would have been the story which the 
Christian would have believed. And right here let 
me state, once for all, that there is not a single state- 
ment—ineluding all the miracles—not a single chap- 
ter or sentence of the New Testament which has any- 
thing more solid for a foundation than the votes of 
uninspired, fallible men, and some of them very bad 
men too. 

In the discussion of this subject, it seems emi- 
nently fitting that the Gospel of the Infancy should 
receive particular notice. 

I want the Christian to know more fully about the 
stories which were afloat in regard to the miracles of 
Jesus. 

According to this gospel, Jesus spoke to his 
mother while lying in the cradle, and said, ‘I am 
Jesus, the son of God.” 

When the wise men of the East returned, they 
took a swaddling-eloth which could not be burnt 
by fire. 

Idols fell down in his presence. Devils were cast 
out from those who touched his swaddling-clothes. 
The dumb recovered their speech by taking Jesus in 
their arms. 

Leprosy was cured by sprinkling with water in 
which Jesus had been washed. 

À man was turned to & mule, and then restored 
PE to manhood by placing Jesus on the mule's 

ack, 

A sick boy whom Jesus healed was thrown into a 
hot oven, and was found laughing. He was after- 
ward thrown into a well, and sat upon the water. 

When Judas Iscariot was a boy he had a devil 
which made him bite every one. He sat down by 
Jesus and struck him, and Satan ran away like a 
mad dog. 

When Jesus was seven years old he made oxen 
and asses out of birds, and commanded them to 
walk, and they did. 

He also made sparrows which flew away. 

When playing with other boys he threw clothes 
into a dyer's furnace (pretty business for a God), and 
they were taken out the color desired. 

Joseph, the father of Jesus, made a throne for the 
king of Jerusalem. When done it was a span too short. 
Jesus took hold on one side and his father on the 
other, and pulled, and the throne came to the right 
dimension. : 

(If Joseph was his father and the Holy Ghost was 
his father also, Jesus must have been a sort of hybrid, 
part Holy Ghost and part human.) 

Jesus turned some boys into kids and then turned 
them back to boys again. (Wonder if they ate grass 
like Nebuchadnezzar?) 

He cured the bite of poisonous insects. 

A boy fell from a house and waskilled. Jesus was 

- accused of pushing him off. Jesus stood over the 
.Gead boy and said, “ Who pushed thee off?! The 
dead boy answered, “ Thou didst not.” 

Jesus was making fish pools with other boys’ (had 


God nothing of more importance on hand than play- 
ing in the mud with other Mugwumps?) and a Jew 
boy came along and destroyed the pools of the other 
boys, but when he came to the pool which Jesus 
made the water vanished. Jesus said, “In like man- 
ner shall thy life vanish,” and immediately the boy 
died. 

A boy ran against Jesus and threw him down, and 
Jesus said, “ So shalt thou fall and never rise;" that 
moment the boy fell down dead. 

When a boy he was sent to school (why send God 
to school? he must have known everything), and the 
teacher attempted to whip him, but his hand withered 
and he died.. 

Even in his boyhood days he understood philos- 
ophy, could teach astronomy (why did he not know 
that the earth was not flat ?), physics, the powers of the 
body, the number of its members, the bones, arteries, 
veins, and nerves, how the soul operates on the 
body, etc. 

"This wonderful gospel winds up in this wonderful 
way: “The whole of the gospel of the infancy, by 
the assistance of the supreme God, according to what 
we find in the original.” 

If the “supreme God ” assisted in writing this gos- 
pel why revise or alterit? Did some pious crank 
think he could beat God in writing a gospel? Why 
not give us the “original gospel,” and not one 
“according to it?" The one who wrote the “ orig- 
inal” should not only have been inspired, but the 
one who made the alterations, and those who voted 
to determine which of these gospels were the word of 
God, and even those who read them, so as to insure a 
right understanding of what is written, and thus pre- 
clude the idea of any mistake. 

This gospel lifts the veil and shows not only how 
one gospel was taken from another, but the workings 
of designing men in an age when every man of any 
consideration was writing gospels or working mir- 
acles ; also how, in an age of superstition, impostors 
had almost unlimited opportunity to deceive the 
people. 

If the miracles of Jesus as recorded in the “ Gos- 
pel of the Infancy” are true, is there not an awful 
responsibility resting upon somebody on account of 
their not being found in the New Testament? If 
they are lies, might not the object which induced 
somebody to lie about them have induced others to lie 
about those recorded in the New Testament ? 

Every system of supernatural religion with which I 
am acquainted has its marvels and miracles. Did God 
have a hand in working them all? If not, did he 
have to do with any of them? Remember the mirac- 
ulous is the impossible. Anything within the 
realm of the possible is no miracle. Joas Pecz. 

——— 9 9— — ———— 


Pure Pessimism. 


Far better, far better is death than a life 

Of wretched, unceasing, and harrowing strife 
With the world, for merely a living; 

Far better to shuffle this life of care, 

With its grinding, withering wear and tear, 

Burdens too heavy for mortals to bear, 
Than wrestle with fate and her giving. 


Life is no blessing, but really a curse, 

With fate ever ready its ills to disburse, 

And happy the day when rumbles the hearse, 
One's corse to the resting-place bearing; 

Far better the iron embrace of death, 

Than the ceaseless struggle in life for breath, 
"Mid the cries of millions despairing. 


Of the countless myriads passed away, 
Of the legions living on earth to-day, 
Who asked for this life with its tasking ? 
Not one of the host in eternity's fold, 
Not one of the living, the timid, or bold, 
Not one of the millions and billions all told— 
"TI was thrust upon all without asking. 


Far better the grave than this life on earth, 
With its ceaseless troubles and fleeting mirth ; 
Far better we never had known the birth 

To life, with its miseries certain ! 
The sleep in the grave is the sleep of peace, 
There troubles and sorrows forever will cease, 

With never a rise of the curtain. 

aera NOT eee aR Si SLOKUM. 
Napoleon Bonaparte’s Skepticism. 


Some of Napoleon Bonaparte’s biographers hav 
represented him as almost, if not quite, a believer in 
the divinity of Jesus Christ. But here is something 
quite contrary to that, and it is well authenticated. 
It is found in a monthly publication called the 7'heo- 
philanthropist, No. 4, April, 1810: i 

As to Bonsparte's religion, when among the Moham- 
medans in Egypt, he declared himself a true Mussulman, and 
on his return to France, and assuming the government, being 
reproached by Mr. Dupuis (author of the celebrated work 
entitled, ‘‘The Origin of All Religious Worship”) for 
reinstating the Catholic religion, he said that ‘‘ as for himself 
he did not believe that such a person as Jesus Christ ever 
existed ; but as the people were inclined to superstition, he 
thought proper not to oppose them.” This fact Mr. Dupuis 
related to Thomas Paine and Chancellor Livingston, then 
minister of the United States at Paris [1801-1805], as the 
former informed the writer of this note, 


Burg. 


dren. 


Mrs. Colman’s Reminiscences. 


In a little town not far from Ypsilanti there oc- 
curred a circumstance among the Baptists, of which I 
was not the hero, but as I spoke in the church some 
months later, it will not be trespassing to relate it, 
This place was the home of our Infidel friend, Henry 
De Garmo. He had in his employ a fugitiv slave, a 
very black man, large and good-looking. His wife 
was also of the same style, very dark, and the chil- 
dren—seven in number—were ditto. The negro was 
a very pious Baptist, always attended church, and 
paid as much as he could afford in support of the 
minister, but his place was always in the negro pew. 
Mr. De Garmo used to ask if he expected to occupy 
& pen in heaven, telling him that his brethren cared 
nothing for him, only that he was a good paying 
member. This Jimmie as he was called, denied, 
asserting that they were *allone in Christ Jesus." 
At length a new church was to be built, and Jim- 
mie, when he had a day that could be spared from 
his regular work, helped about the new building with 
right good will and in process of time the house 
was completed and dedicated; and the day appointed 
for the sale of the pews. Mr. De Garmo said: 
* Wouldn't you like to buy & pew? It's hardly re- 
spectable not to own a pew, such a faithful Baptist 
as you are. Go and bid off the best pew in the 
broad aisle, and I will find the money to pay for it. 
You may bid as high as one hundred and fifty dol- 
lars, but be sure you get the best seat." So Jimmie, 
with that amount of money in his purse, bid off “ the 
upper seat in thegynagog"—I think be paid one hun- 
dred and thirty dollars. Of course his white breth- 
ren were glad to sell him the pew, as now some of 
them could rent it ata reasonable price. Our friend 
who had supplied the money saw to it that the wife 
and all the seven children were in good trim for 
church on the Sunday following—hats and shoes for 
the children, à new bonnet and shawl for the wife, 
and all sent to church in proper order. Instead of 
taking the negro pew, Mr. Jimmie walked up the 
aisle, followed by his entire family—nine, all told. 
The consternation was as dreadful as though the 
dark cloud had been a Western cyclone. The sex- 
ton went to the pew, and told the owner that he 
must leave that seat and take his family and go fur- 
ther back, but the black owner of the pew refused 
to be disturbed. He had bought the pew and paid 
for it, and he should occupy it. . The services were 
hurried through, and then the minister, with the 
leading members, held a consultation, and, as noth- 
ing else seemed to hav any effect upon Mr. Jimmie, ` 
the minister told him if he persisted in occupy- 
ing that seat it would prove him not a Christian, as 
one of the requisits of a Christian was humility, and 
he was wickedly proud. The negro and his family 
left the church, fully convinced that that church was 
a sham, and that for the future they would worship 
outside the Baptist church. 

I went to Battle Creek and vicinity, but every- 
where Spiritualism was in the ascendant, and no one 
cared for the slave. ; 

There is in one of the state prisons of Michigan 
to-day a woman who, the year following the time of 
which I am writing, was put there for life for the 


| crime of murder, she having, at the command of 


spirits, through an unprincipled man, a medium, 
sent some one to heaven. This woman belongs to a 
highly respectable family in central New York. She 
was always respectable, but a little “ queer.” She 
lived with her husband on a small farm in Michigan, 
and when she became a widow had three children. I 
called on her, and had I been asked to describe her, 
should hav said she was an ignorant, superstitious 
woman, expecting a good deal of help from the spirit 
of her husband, but was trying to support her chil- 
Poor woman! she was surely insane—and for 
that she wears the prisoner's garb, and has been all 
these many years shut away from the world. Is 
insanity a crime? 

Ido not remember that we were (I had now joined 
another agent) violently assailed in Michigan, but in 
Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois we were in constant jeop- 
ardy. The spirit of slavery was as strong on the 
north as on the south side of.the Ohio river. At 
some places pepper or tobacco would be put upon the 
stove, the perpetrators of the insult having fastened 
first all the windows, so that it was impossible to 
move them. Our carriage would be robbed of one: 
wheel, or the harness cut. Sometimes the horse 
would be shorn of mane or tail and the carriage 
filled with night-soil or addled eggs; but such things 
were as nothing to an assault upon us individually. 
A mob of infuriated men can be compared to nothing 
but themselvs. Stones, brickbats, and rotten eggs 
are the weapons, and a tar kettle and bag of feathers 
was the most to be dreaded. I fortunately escaped 
the last, though I hav smelled the tar and seen the 
bag containing the feathers. And who do you sup- 
pose were the leaders in these riots? Always minis- 
ters and leaders of the Republican party. Do you 
not see the logic of this fact? We showed conclu- 
sivly that “ the American church was the bulwark of 
slavery;" that the holding of slaves was never & 
hindrance to church fellowship, but Abolition was 
often æ cause of disfellowship, and the new political 
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party was not fond of being told that it was the 
power that held in bondage four millions of men, 
women, and children. The Fugitiv Slave law was 
at this time in full operation, and the officers of 
‘the law, whether of one party or the other, were re- 
quired to act ; and we were not slow in giving them 
the name appropriate to their business—b'oodhounds 
of and for the South. A curious little incident, 
which, without much meaning, made a good laugh, I 
am tempted to relate. 

Theodore Parker was speaking to a large and en- 
thusiastic audience in the city of Rochester, a short 
time after the passage of this law by Congress. Mr. 
Parker drew from his pocket a large handbill adver- 
tising a runaway negro, the negro represented by a 
grotesque figure, and, written upon the bill, some in- 
sulting language addressed to Mr. Parker. As the 
bill was held up before the audience with the words, 
“We of the North are commanded to become blood- 
hounds,” a large dog, lying just in front of the desk, 
arose and howled forth his indignation. He seemed 
furious, but Mr. Parker, in an appeasing voice, said, 
“No,-no ; not a respectable four-legged dog like you, 
‘tis the two-legged ones that are meant.” The dog 
whined out his approval and became quiet, but. the 
audience was some time in regaining its composure. 

We had an antislavery dog in Salem, Ohio, who 
made his home in the office of the Antislavery Bugle. 
No one knew where he came from, but he was persist- 
ent, and when an agent was sent out into some new 
field, the dog would go also; and when such agent 
was settled in a friendly home, the dog would return 
to Salem. And the dog has more than once been my 
traveling companion. I know not what became of 
him; perhaps he lived to be emancipated from his 
work when the slaves were no longer chattels, but, like 

. many a hero of those days, his worth is more likely 
forgotten. Lucy N. Corman. 


Syracuse. 
———$—$ $<. 


The Signs. 


. Has our day one statesman like Henry of 1776, 
.Who had “but one lamp, experience, to guide his 
footsteps?” Before every great revolution its cause, 

_ its object, its results, may be read in the conduct of 
peoples. Before ours of 1776 protests to the British 
- throne, resolutions of colonial assemblies, conventions 
‘of the thirteen in union, militia organizations, were 
the order of the time, foreshadowing resistance, state 
and general government formations, war. Before 
the terrible French Revolution, frightful debasement 
of the masses, cries for bread, new theories of human 
rights, general disorganization of even village society, 
separation of orders, general alarm, deep hate by each 
class against all above it, typified the universal chaos, 
bloodshed, and terror advancing. Before our late 
"war, sectional discord, the rapid snapping of those 
bonds of social union between North and South, 
churches, societies, resolving themselvs into churches 
or societies North and South; bitter crimnation and 
‘recrimnation, struggles between colonies of North 
and South in Kansas, were prophetic of dissolution 
and sectional war. To-day are no protests against 
governments; no sectional hates, no snapping of 
bonds, are heard or seen. Yet there is a general fer- 
ment, a common hatred of monopolies, strikes, com- 
binations of millions of men into unions and orders 
that are despotic, absolute; contempt of state and 
national legislatures, bloody riots here and there, 
hunger, suffering among millions, appeals of threat- 
.ened powers to government for protection. Can ye 
not read the signs of the times, O blind, besotted 
statute makers (not law makers)? The people are 
courting a responsible representativ ruler, ready to 
irample to death several hundred irresponsible pre- 
tended servants—bribe-takers. What means this 
‘union and blind obedience to secret heads, heads that 
owe & fearful responsibility to the masses, heads 
‘whose only rivals are the rich and great citizens, 
whose sole reliance are the love and confidence of the 
. millions? These signs foretell revolution and over- 
throw of Plutarchs, and all the humbug of much 
governing, irresponsible place-holders, blood-sucking 
leeches, and rest under the people's rule through one 
responsible head. l 
Would we could see a recurrence to and respect 
for state government in the signs! The abolition of 
the pretended revenue laws, and the building by 
general government of two great transcontinental 
railway lines, with double tracks, north and south, 
east and west, to intersect at the center, with num- 
bers of feeders from all points to points along the 
lines, to be operated by government at cost (best, 
perhaps, to be done by states) would in one year 
place this people where they were in 1850, with the 
added blessing of slavery annihilated. Like oil upon 
ihe raging waters, these things would quiet the 
wrecking waves. But alas! where is the man in 
power who has the remotest idea that these troubles 
in a sparsely-settled republic, where are countless 
millions of new, rich, cheap lands, are the result of a 
foolish statute or two? As I heard a man of common- 
sense—of almighty common-sense, too—say, ‘ Such 
little causes could not make such great effects ;” and 
he is a fair representativ of our shallow college edu- 


cations, that breed, not Ben Franklins, not Patrick 
Henrys, but mouthing politicians, blind leaders of the 
blind, tumbling into abysms of horror. Lessons of 
history no more known than as if they never were. 
No, “they don’t apply to this great American 
people!” American human nature is not like other ; 
American political economy is unlike European. Our 
multiplication table should be altered, as it differs 
from that of the effete despotisms, and, indeed, of 
our forefathers. CLARKE IRVINE. 

Oregon, Mo. 

a — — — 
The Dictionary and the Bible. , 

There are two books that the student and thinker 
hav studied, referred to, and used perhaps more than 
any other two volumes the world has yet produced. 
These are the Dictionary and the Bible. 

For long ages the Bible has been loved, revered, 
hated, and despised, according as the acceptance or 
rejection of its doctrins hav had an influence upon 
its readers. But the Dictionary has always held a 
steady and respectable position in all minds that hav 
recognized its importanee. The Bible has stood 
still, and its believers hav taken a pride in proclaim- 
ing its unchangeableness and permanency. 

Yesterday, to-day, and forever, it must remain the 
same. To alter, change, or take from it was one of 
the unpardonable sins, for is it not the word of God? 
Is it not perfect beyond all books man ever made or 
could make? So it has gone on, reprint after re- 
print, perpetuating all the old absurdities, crudities, 
and imperfections of a barbarous and unlearned 
past, binding them upon a higher civilization, and 
thus chaining the whole race to an effete, degrading, 
debasing code of morals that perpetuates wars, 
hangings, murders, thefts, falsehoods, and all man- 
ner of evils. Mormonism, Shakerism, Spiritualism, 
Catholicism, and even cannibalism, are all enabled to 
find authority for their creeds and mistakes in this 
old compilation of antiquities. 

Now, the Dictionary is just the reverse of the 
Bible. Carefully compiled at the very first, and re- 
vised, improved, and perfected in each new reprint, 
its admirers and patrons one and all doing their very 
best to keep it well up with the improvements of the 
age, and extirpating from it the smallest and tiniest 
error that is discernible by the best scholar or phi- 
lologist. 

To-day we find the Dictionary consulted by our 
thinkers and scholars ten times where the Bible is 
once opened by them. 

There is no trouble in defining or pronouncing & 
word according to Webster, but attempt to define 
the meaning of certain texts of scripture, and what & 
muddle you are in! ; f 

Pious people proclaim the great age of the Bible 
as proof of its divinity and value, but if we take 
this as a standard, the Dictionary will far outrival it, 
for ever since there hav been books there hav been 
other books explanatory of the language and terms 
used in them. Glossaries at the end of scientific 
works are still in vogue. 

I pronounce the Dictionary to be really the book 
of all books, and one which no other book will ever 
supersede. 

All hail to the glorious old Dictionary ! 

Erma DRAKE SLENKER. 
— r 
Book Censorship in Australia. 
From the Melbourne Harbinger of Light. 


The Age of the 24th ult. contains an able leading 
article on the espionage and censorship of the Cus- 
toms officials on imported literature, having especial 
reference to the recent detention of Emile Zola's 
works by a landing-waiter of the department. In 
condemning this interference with trade and the 
tastes of the public by petty officers, the Age says: 


There is great danger in starting an JndevHrpurgatorius, as, 
once initiated, there would be difficulty in defining its limits, 
Faith is considered by most people as important as morals, 
and our amateur censors would hava fine hunting-ground 
open for them in the domain of Freethought. The example 
set in the Customs would be followed by other government 
officials, and the importers of certain descriptions of anti- 
theological literature would hav a hard time of it. -Wc can 
Amagin the joy with which orthodox officers would pounce 
upon Hume’s ‘‘Essays,” or a volume of Voltaire. Herbert 
Spencer's works would be fair game. Huxley would be 
open to confiscation, and Darwin be turned over to condem- 
nation. Books to be found in every enlightened clergyman’s 
library might hardly pass the keen-eyed scrutiny of our new 
inquisitors, once fairly put upon the scent. Bishop Colenso's 
caiculations could be made short work of, for how would 
the ordinary reader retain his faith in Noah after the holding 
capacity of the Ark had been shown to be utterly unequal to 
the cargo prepared for it; and might not bis reverence for 
the Jews be disturbed when it was demonstrated to him that 
they were not nearly so numerous as the record affirmed ? 
Even s"ch a harmless volume as ** Essays and Reviews,” to 
which churchmen, who hav become bishops, contributed, 
would, in its day, hav been ruthlessly expurgated by Victo- 
rian vigilance. A mass of crude heresy like ‘‘ Religion with- 
out Superstition” would hav no quarter given to it; and if 
the acts of these heresy huuters were appealed against, 
might not one of our Jegal dignitaries find himself placed in 
the embarrassing position of having to decide on the right to 
existence of the offspring of his own fertil but erratic brain ? 
The prospect opened out. by the establishment of a censor- 
ship of literature in our midst is too appalling, and it is well 
that the attempt should be thwarted at the start. In faith 


| and in morals both, the best Judges for regulating the people's 


choice of study are the people themselvs, and we doubt if 
they could be much helped in this work of selection by the 
whole staff of landing- waiters. : 

Our contemporary is not aware that what he sug- 
gests as probable has been going on for some time 
past, and that scarcely a case of assorted literature 
consigned to the proprietor of this paper has passed 


‘through the Customs for many months past without 


detention, and examination, and submission of 
selected books to the higher officials in the hope of 
getting them condemned as blasphemous. Only a 
few weeks since a case of books from Colby & Rich, 
of Boston, was detained till the landing-waiter could 
examin “ Jesus of Nazareth," by Alexander Smyth, 
and “Jehovah Unveiled,” and “ Letter to the Bishop 
of Llandaff," by Paine. . 

In August last, our mail parcel of periodicals was 
detained for ten days because a case from the Pro- 
gressiv Publishing Company was included in the 
same bill of lading, in which some old copies of the 
Freethinker had been used for padding to fill up a 
little space on the top. "The heretical nature of these 
apparently shocked the sensitiv and bighly moral 
landing-waiter, who sent the case immediately to the 
queen’s warehouse. Through neglect of the com- 
pany referred to we had no advices of this case, so 
applied for the delivery of the parcel of periodicals, 
of which we were in urgent need, letting the other 
remain sub judice; to our astonishment, however, 
we were informed by the landing-waiter's superior 
officer that in the event of the objection to the one 
cage being sustained, the whole of the bill of lading 
was liable to confiscation. The commissioner of 
Customs, however, would not sustain this interpreta- 
tion, and, after much worry and loss of time, we were 
allowed to get the periodicals, and to inspect the 
other case which we could not at the time identify 
as fitting with any recent orders. The only possible 
objection to its contents would be a theological one, 
as the works were principally Paine's and Ingersoll's, 
the remainder being of the same class. When some 
advices and an invoice reached us about a fortnight 
after, we made a formal claim for the case, but found 
it and the whole of its contents had been destroyed 
—to the delight, no doubt, of the religious landing- 
waiter and his orthodox friends. 

It was, doubtless, this officious individual who 
some twelve months since made a fool of the Age, 
and caused them to publish the scandalous libel on 
the proprietor of this journal in reference to the case 
of books imported by him from the Truth Seeker 
Company of New York, and the countenance then 
given to him has encouraged him in his vexatious in- 
terference with our importations, and enabled him 
to giv us a great amount of trouble, besides subject- 
ing us to a monetary loss of nearly £40. The higher 
authorities of the department hav shirked the 1 espon- 
sibility of interfering with their subordinate, passing 
the responsibility over to the law officers of the 
crown; but it is to be hoped that now the daily 
press has called attention to the subject, some steps 
will be taken to check the officiousness of this self- 
constituted moral and religious censor before his 
example is followed by his confróres. 

— y —99—————— ———- 
A Shivering World. 

The last startling novelty, in the way of surprise, 
which scientists hav invented, is a machine for meas- 
uring the shiverings of the world, and thus another 
belief of our innocent youth has beén remorselessly 
shattered. 

Instead of the world being a great, big, burly, 
robust sphere—a mammoth cricket-ball swung off 
through space from the bat of Time in one huge, 
compact, dense mass—the earth is a sort of jelly-fish 
imposture. : 

Its skin of soil—like a plate of blanc-mange in the 
hands of a gentleman who loves Bacchus not wisely 
but too well—shakes incessantly. The earth, in fact, 
has got the ague, and nobody yet knows the cause. 

So gingerly susceptible, too, is the world to mo- 
tion, that if a man, standing firmly planted on a 
gravel bed, upon both feet, only places his weight 
first on one leg and then on the other, taking care 
not to stir his pedal extremities, he causes a percep- 
tible vibration through a radius of thirty-two feet. 

Some days the earth is, comparativly speaking, 
quiet. It does not shiver so much. Suddenly the 
fit comes on again, and it shakes away as if it had 
got cold in its very bones. . 

So far, therefore, from there being any wonder 
when the shivering gets worse, as in the case of an 
earthquake, that buildings fall down, the marvel is 
that they stand up åt all. : 

In the course of a few decades, when science be- 
comes more advanced, we may learn that the streets 
and edifices, which we deem to be fixtures, are tear- 
ing round at the rate of a million or so of miles a 
minute, and that all that we deem to be materialized 
solids is imperceptible gas—ourselvs among the 


number.—, 
——— — 4-9 —————— 


CALIFORNIA has 912 churches and 2,768 schoolhouses. Bho 
has 765 preachers and 3,500 teachers. She spends $900,000 
on religion and $3,838,000 on education. California is trav- 
eling the right road. 
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The Nuisance of Good Friday. 


A week sgo yesterday was called Good Friday. 
It is alleged to bav been the anniversary of the pun- 
ishment of a seditious Jew put to death on the cross 
by a Roman governor to appease the Jewish church- 
men who accused bim of blasphemy in attempting to 
overthrow the Mosaic Jaws and subvert the true 
faith. Upon the supposed sayings and doings of this 
young man has been founded a religion, called Chris- 
tianity. 

Unhappily this religion is believed in by a majority 
of the people of thiscountry. It used to be believed 
to such an extent that its influence was felt in all the 
laws of the land. In New York, now, there are 
enough Christians to modify the action of many pub- 
lis bodies, and to interfere with the pursuits of all 
citizens. The public schools of the. city are closed, 
the legislature adjourns, the Stock Exchange shuts 
its doors, the Produce, Maritime, and the Petroleum 
exchanges follow suit, and business “ down town” is 
practically suspended. 

There are, however, a good many Infidels in New 
York, and this public recognition of the day is an 
outrage upon their rights. Take, for instance, the 
closing of the public schools. Friday there was no 
school because Jesus is said to hav been crucified; 
Monday was kept because it follows the Sunday 
when he is said to hav risen; Tuesday, because the 
teachers desired a day to recover from the effects of 
piety taken not wisely but in too great quantities. 
Here are three days wasted for no earthly reason but 
that the Christian religion may be emphasized. 

As one, and in behalf of all the other Infidel citi- 
zens of the town, we protest. Good Friday is noth- 
ing tous. Easter Monday is nothing, and as for the 
“Tuesday after Easter,” we hav no respect for the 
day, and very little for the school authorities who 
force the children to observe it. Why must we help 
pay for schools that are closed, and contribute to the 
salaries of teachers who do not teach? Do not 
teach, did we say? Aye, but they do teach, and they 
teach falsehood. The closing of the school does 
more to instil into the minds of the children the poi- 
son of superstition than any words that the teacher 
could utter. Children must know the reason for the 
holiday so welcome to the rogues, and they are not 
apt to forget the day which allows them to play in- 
stead of study. With such rewards in view, they 
learn rapidly and remember well. But to the 
parent who desires to keep the mind of his child free 
till such time as the youngster shall develop common 
sense enough to judge of religion for itself, these ob 
ject lessons in history are most unwelcome. It is 
but recently that Good Friday has been observed by 
the schools, and the observance marks the growing 
influence of the Roman Catholic church. A few 

more years—a little more added power to the pope 
—and we shall hav a calendar studded with pious 
holidays, and the church will own the people of this 


land as completely as it once did the peasantry of 
Europe. 
——— ——————à 


Topolobampo Bay. 


Last winter we had the pleasure of a call from Mr. 
L. H. Hawkins, from whom a letter is here subjoined. 
Mr. Hawkins was on his way to Topolobampo bay as 
attorney for the railroad which Mr. Albert K. Owens 
is under contract to build in Sinaloa, Mexico, and as 
one of the directors of the cooperativ enterprise. Mr. 
Hawkins impressed those he met as an honest, 
straightforward man, and his enthusiasm for the new 
enterprise was unbounded. His visit chanced to be 
timed when Mr. J. W. Lovell lectured upon the 
scheme before the Manhattan Liberal Club. Colonel 
Hinton, it will be remembered, in criticising Mr. 
Lovell, disparaged the work, and thought those who 
went there would be disappointed. Mr. Hawkins 
hinted to the reporter of the meeting that Colonel 
Hinton was inspired by ill-will toward Mr. Owen, 
and that his opinion should therefore hav no weight. 
An intimation that Colonel Hinton might be right 
and Mr Lovell wrong was dismissed by Mr. Haw- 
kins as beyond the limit of possibility. Mr. Hawkins 
left for Topolobampo bay with the good wishes of his 
friends for himself and the codperativ enterprise. 
Beyond a direction to change the address of his pa- 
per, we had heard nothing from him until we received 
the following: 

“Los ANGELES, CAL., March 25, 1887. 

“ Eprron TgvTH SzgkzR: About Dec. 15, 1886. myself and 
family—wife and three children—moved to Topolobampo 
bay, Sinaloa, Mexico, and at the same time directed you to 
send Tag Trutx SEEKER to us at that place. From that time 
to this we hav received one copy only. Finding that the 
‘Credit Foncier of Sinaloa on Topolobampo bay’ was in ev- 
ery respect a fraud and humbug; that the country was a 
barren waste, without water, and that it would cost half a 
million dollars to put water on the land; that the boasted 
‘city site’ was a flat sandbank; that the much-lauded ‘inner 
harbor’ was, when the tide was out, a great mud-flat; that 
the colony did not and do not own over three hundred acres 
of land in Mexico, and that difficult of irrigation; that, in 
fact, every statement made by Owen was false; that nothing 
was as he represented; that the country teemed with poison- 
ous reptils and annoying insects; that there was no shel- 
ter for the people, sick or well; that the country about Topo- 
lobampo was teeming with disease—small-pox, measles, 
and fever—and this in the healthy season of the year; and 
after we had lost our oldest son, a boy of eleven years, with 
small-pox, and had over and over again been told by the 
nativ Mexicans that not even an Indian could liv there in the 
spring and summer, we, with about thirty others, left the 
place where this Owen and a woman by the name of How- 
land were going to establish a ‘higher civilization. At 
Guaymas we received the one copy of your paper, and in it 
found your editorial on the Credit Foncier. It seemed like a 
revelation, and I want to thank you for your good advice. 1 
also desire to thank Colonel Hinton, of your city, for his 
frankness and truthfulness when he so eloquently replied to 
J. W. Lovell before the Liberal Club last winter. Mr. Lovell 
has never been to Mexico, and knows nothing personally 
about the country. .Colonel Hinton had; and right here I 
want to say that every word he uttered in reply to Mr. Lovell 
was the truth, and I now think with shame of my efforts to 
dissuade the able reporter of your paper, George Macdonald, 
from writing up that occasion as he should and did do. 

** If you consider this worthy of notice in your paper, pub- 
lish it. If I can be the means of giving any information to 
any of your readers who think of going to that accursed 
place, I want to do so, and I will gladly answer all inquiries 
if they will address me at No. 29 Morris street, Los Angeles, 
Cal.—to which address please send Tus TRUTH SEEKER, 
which stands in your books in the name of Mrs. L. H. Haw- 
kins. Respectfully yours, L. H. Hawkins. 

** 29 Morris street, Los Angeles, Cal.” 


Mr. Hawkins writes rather ferociously, and it is 
evident that he entertains no good opinion of ihe 
colony and its managers. But if the facts he states 
are indeed all true, he has good reason for his opin- 
ions. At the same time, and that we may do no in- 
justice to anyone, we copy the following from John. 
‘Swinton’s Paper of the 3d instant: 


“ We hav a letter from Mrs. Marie Howland, of Hammon- 
ton, N. J., in reference to certain recent reports of the un- 
satisfactory experiences of the Socialist colonists at Topolo- 
bampo, Mexico. She says: 

** * The stories are the grossest falsehoods. All is | fair and 
honest and honorable in our Mexican colony, which is 
progressing peacefully and admirably well. The postmaster- 
general of Mexico has just issued orders for three post-offices 
in our settlements. You will continue to hear good news 
from our new bome in Topolobampo.’ 

“Mrs. Howland also favors us with & copy of the Credit 
Foncier of Sinaloa, which contains letters from colonists cor- 
roborativ of her statements. Among other things we find in 
it a dispatch from Fuerte. signed by Messrs. Owen, Chidester, 
Peet, and Schellhous, who say : 

** * No sickness, plenty of provisions, four hundred and 
ten persons united and happy. Thirty deserted; peace fol. 
lowed.’ 

** Whatever may be tlie prevalent opinion or the final re- 


sult of the remarkable experiment at Topolobampo, we hav 
full trust in the honor of Colcnel Owen and those associated 
with him in its management. 

An esteemed correspondent in Ottawa, Kansas, sends us a 
document on another subject, from which we cut the follow- 
ing lines concerning the new colony: 

“tI hav just read a letter from the colony in Mexico, 
written by a party that left here last December. He tells me 
that things are going along there in good shape; he says the 
disturbance was raised by a capitalist, a lawyer, a preacher, 
and a policeman. There was only one other ingredient neces- 
sary to make mcanness complete in this outfit, and that was 
a saloon-keeper. The correspondent says he would not 
come back to the States under any consideration. We here 
all know the writer, and know that he is entirely reliable and 
honest.' " 


The lawyer referred to in the anonymous letter 
from Mr. Swinton's anonymous correspondent is 
probably Mr. Hawkins himself. But it is not neces- 
sarily true that all lawyers are bad men ; and we are 
acquainted with one or two “capitalists” who are 
generous, broad-minded, humane, and honest men. 
Topolobampo bay will not be converted into a para- 
dise by abuse of those who say it is not. The gist of 
the matter is, Are the statements Mr. Hawkins makes 
true? If so, the opinions of the interested projectors 
are subject to a discount. If the alleged disadvant- 
ages do not exist, it should be easily shown. 

We are interested in the matter for the reason that 
a great many of Tux Trurs Srexer family hav 
thought of joining the colony. 


ermm 
A Churchman in an Exeeutiv Chair. 


The following remarkable executiv document 
emanates from the governor of Arkansas, and is 
addressed to the Senate of his state: 

*« To the President of the Senate: 

** Mn. PnEsipEeNT: Having had under consideration Senate 
bill No. 44. allowing butcher and baker shops to be kept open 
until 10 o'clock a.m. on Sunday, I am constrained to return 
the same to your honorable body without approval, with a 
statement of the reasons that prompt me to do so. 

* Ours is a Christian civilization and our constitutions, © 
national and state, upon their faces recognize Sunday or the 
Sabbath, called with emphasis the ‘Lord’s Day,’ and our 
legislation makes it & day of rest and of abstinence from sec- 
ular employments. 

**Tt is a day set apart by divine authority for religious wor- 
ship and by common consent recogida and respected as 
such. 

“Itis one of the first and most sacred, tenable, and im- 
portant institutions of the Christian religion, which is part of 
the common law of the land. 

“ All institutions of the Christian religion that do not in- 
terfere with rights of conscience are entitled to the most pro- 
found respect, and should be protected by legislation. 

“ Remembering that we liv under a Constitution framed by 
and for a people whose religion is Christianity, and who hav 
long lived under and experienced the necessity for laws to 
secure the observance of Sunday as a day of rest, it does not 
seem proper to me'to make common by legislativ enactment 
* a day consecrated from the very birth of their religion and 
hallowed by associations dear to every Christian." 

t“ Destroy the Christian Sabbath and what becomes of the 
Christian religion? The poor beasts of burden would soon 
find by experience that our laws were no longer tempered by 
the softening influences of Christianity, and all the social 
advantages which great and good men hav attributed to the 
observance of Sunday as a day of rest would be taken away, 

“Nothing but charity or necessity should excuse the en- 
gaging in the ordinary secular employments on the Sabbath. 

“ Under the Jaw as it now is, charity or necessity upon the 
part of a customer will excuse the keeping open on Sunday 
of a business house. I cannot understand that there can be 
such a general necessity for keeping open butcher and baker 
shops on Sunday as to require that the law should be so 
changed as to permit it to be generally done. 

** The farmer might urge that his grain would become too 
ripe unless he could reap it on Sunday, and the fruit vender 
that his fruit would decay unless he could be permitted to. 
sell them on Sunday. 

“ But is it not of more importance that the Sabbath should 
be protected as a day of rest than that some should beex- 
empted from inconvenience which its observance might 
sometimes cause? Correct general principles of morality and 


law should be sustained at the expense of particular con- 


sequences or inconveniences. Very respectfully, 
“ Simon P. Huanzs, Governor.” 

Whereabouts upon the face of our national Con- 
stitution does Mr. Hughes find any recognition of 
Sunday as a religious institution? Why is ours a 
“Christian civilization?” And where is there any 
authority that Sunday was set apart by divinity? If 
divinity had anything to do with setting days apart, 
he nominated Saturday. The courts in the most civ- 
ilized of our states hav denied that Christianity is 
part of the common law of the land, and why should 
Sunday, as a sacred institution ^f Chriatianity, be 
respected any more than Saturday, which the Jews 
and Seventh Day Adventists and Baptists keep; or 
Friday, which is the sacred day of the Mohammed- 
ans? Qur national Constitution, so far from recog- - 
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nizing the Christian Sunday, distinctly prohibits the | 
establishment of any form of religion. 

"There is, however, one sentence in Governor 
Hughes’s veto which explains it all. After writing 
it, he need not hav penned another word. It is this: 
* Destroy the Christian Sabbath, and what becomes 
of the Christian religion?” Therein is the gist of 
all Christian pleas for the Sunday. Whenever a 
Christian rises to explain that without the holy Sab- 
bath there would be no morality, no rest for the 
laborer, he means instead that there would be no 
work for the priest, and that the Christian religion 
would be gone. That is the real reason why the 
Christians defend the day. 

But then, was the governor of Arkansas elected to 
preserve the Christian Sunday or to carry out the 
will of the people of his state? 


to 


Mr. and Mrs. Walker at Liberty. 


We hav a communication from E. C. Walker, in 
which he announces that he and his wife are free. 
They hav under protest paid the costs of court for 
which they were detained, and come out of prison to 
fight the battle of the two Harmans, who were 
arrested for alleged violations of the postallaws. In 
the communication referred to—which we shall print 
next week—Mr. Walker sharply criticises the Editor 
of Tur Truru Srexer for some things he has said, 
and as Mr. Walker always writes forcibly, our read- 
erg will no doubt enjoy his letter. 

We extend to Mr. Walker congratulations upon 
his. attainment of liberty, and the felicity he will now 
enjoy in the society of his beautiful and heroic wife. 
May their further career together be one of unalloyed 
happiness. At the same time, we trust there is no 
harm done if we assure them that their last act is 
brimful of common sense. The state is too strong 
for them, and we do not know that it would be the 
best part of wisdom at present to overthrow govern. 
ment. There are too many Christians at large in 
Kansas to make the abolition of law a perfectly safe 
step. l 

However, we are heartily pleased that so brave a 
man and so sturdy a fighter as Mr. Walker is once 
more free to pursue whatever course shall seem best 
to him. 


script which can hav but one fate, however good our 
will to use it. And do not let the matter take the 
form of * An Open Letter to Colonel Ingersoll." That 
gentleman is a very busy man, and it is doubtful if 
he would find time to read them—certainly he could 
not reply to them all. Let the information you hav 
to giv be direct to the interested, and independent of 
others, except as ideas may be considered in a gen- 
eral way. Particular criticisms should follow close 
on the heels of the words criticised, but we cannot 
always promptly make room for the lengthy articles 
with which we are usually favored. Therefore, to 
the writers of open letters to Colonel Ingersoll, let 
us say, Don't. 

These remarks hav been called out by the recep- 
tion, since we reprinted from the North American 
Review Mr. Ingersoll’s “Interrogation Points,” of 
a number of bulky letters, evidently written with the 
kindly intent of instructing the world’s greatest ora- 
tor in the tenets and creedal verbiage of the several 
phases of social philosophy. 


— a a naa 
Rebellious Priests. 


There is a growing discontent among the Roman 
Catholic priests of this neighborhood which argues 
well for their capacity to assimilate American ideas 
of independence. The McGlynn affair brought out 
expressions from the Catholic clergy which in any 
other country would hav led to their prompt dis- 
missal from priestly office, and these expressions are 
multiplying since the ten-days’ sentence to a monas- 
tery of James Curran for attending Dr. McGlynn’s 
recent lecture. This last exercise of ecclesiastical 
power over its slaves was the occasion of a New 
York Herald reporter's visit to several Roman Cath- 
olic priests and laymen, whom he found nourishing 
as deep feelings of resentment as a due regard for 
their religious welfare admitted. Only one priest 
was found who would allow name his’ to be con- 
nected with the interview—Sylvester Malone, of Wil- 
liamsburg. The reporter quotes him as saying: 

“ Who would not stand by such a noble, such a pure, such 
a faithful friend as Dr. Curran? He only attended a lecture 
of his old friend. We all had a right to do the same. The 
majority of the priests in New York 2nd Brooklyn are 
in sympathy with Dr. McGlynn. If fifty priests stood on the 
platform that night with Dr. McGlynn the archbishop would 
not hav disciplined any one. I fear there will be serious 
trouble yet in the church. But politics is at the bottom of 
it all. The archbishop ought to back right down if he 
wants to save the church in this country." 

It is rumored also that Dr. Burtsell, of the church 
of the Epiphany, was suspended for ten days because 
he sat upon the platform at Dr. McGlynn’s lecture. 
The other priests who attended the meeting hav re- 
ceived sharp letters of reprimand from Archbishop 
Corrigan. These accumulated cases are making the 
laity dissatisfied and the priests rebellious. The 
course pursued by Mr. Corrigan, they intimate,is not 
in keeping with American notions. Mr. Malone's 
assertion that politics is at the bottom of it is no 
doubt true, and that fact means that Corrigan in- 
tends to keep a firm grip on his voters, in order that 
he may sell them to the politicians for favors, to be 
returned by way of the public treasury. 

Let us hope the rebellion will widen and grow to 
such dimensions that the church may split. A hun- 
dred excommunicated priests in and around New 
York would do a great deal for freedom. 


or! -4.——— ———————— 
Mr. Taschereau Takes Water. 
Some time ago Cardinal Taschereau of Quebec con- 
demned the Knights of Labor, ordering his priests 
not to giv absolution to members of the order. Re- 
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Open Letters to Colonel Ingersoll. 


Ever since the ‘Lay Sermon,” by Colonel Inger- 
soll, delivered at Chickering Hall, was printed in 
Tur Truru Srexer, we hav been deluged with open 
letters to the orator from kindly-meaning people 
anxious to instruct him in Socialism or Communism, 
or some other remedy for the country’s political ills. 
Most of the letters begin by calling Mr. Ingersoll’s 
‘attention to the fact that he proposes no scheme of 
salvation, and then the writers continue, “ Please 
allow me to tell you how the thing may be done 
cheaply and effectivly.” Our readers will rememher 
several such that hav been printed, and the drawer 
for those manuscripts that we cannot print is bulg- 
ing over with others that hav not been printed. One 
of them covers over forty pages of closely written 
foolscap. 

Now, we cannot believe that Colonel Ingersoll 
needs all this schooling. Those who hav heard him 
discourse upon these subjects know that he knows a 
great deal more about the various sides and shades 
of reform in political economy than most other folks. 
He also knows that there is no sudden remedy bot- 
tled and ready for use after being well shaken in a 
political campaign or the columns of the press. All 
modest men are not great, but great men are mostly 
modest, and Colonel Ingersoll is a great man. He 
possesses as much common sense to the square inch 
as anyone at present living in New York, while his 
square inches are multitudinous. 

What is popularly called the labor question has 
‘been, is now, and will in the future be up for the 
liveliest kind of debate. It is a subject of the 
greatest importance to the population of the United 
States. It calls for deep, earnest, serious thinking, 
and careful expression. It is not to be settled off- 
hand, but awaits solution by the great law of evo- 
lution which always makes for the best in the end, 
. though its processes may be full of pain. If any of 
the very able contributors to Taz Trot SEEKER can 
help the thing along, our columns are open now, a8 
they always hav been. But the essays should be 
brief; it is better to come several times at judicious 
intervals. than to come with an avalanche of manu- 


to the Vatiean authorities in behalf of the Knights. 
He presented several reasons for a recognition of the 
order, but they might be summed up in one—that the 
church cannot afford to denounce a body of men who 
would probably not acknowledge the pope's authority 
in the premises, but would boycott the church as 
readily as they would the beer of some offending 
brewer. As the Catholic church derivesits chief sup- 
port from men who are laborers and Knights, this 
reason was considered sound. 

This defense of the Kuights by Cardinal Gibbons 
has taken effect— good or bad as you look at it—and 
the Canadian cardinal has taken water. The follow- 
ing letter, signed by Mr. Taschereau as arch- 
bishop of Quebec, was read in all the churches of his 
diocese last Sunday: 

t“ In September, 1884, the holy see, consulted by me on the 
society of the Knights of Labor, condemned it under pain of 


E 


cently Cardinal Gibbons of Baltimore made a plea: 


grievous sin, and charged the bishops to deter their diocesans 
therefrom, as I did in my circular letter (No. 181) of the 2d 
of February, 1885. After representations made by their lord- 
ships, the bishops of the United States, the holy see has sus- 
pended, until further orders, the effect of that sentence. 
consequence, I authorize confessors of the diocese to absolve 
Knights of Labor on the following conditions, which it is 
your bounden duty to explain to them, and to make them 


In 


observe : 
** First. That they confess and sincerely repent the griev- 


ous sin which they committed by not obeying the decree of 
September, 1884. 


** Second. That they be ready to abandon this society as. 


soon as the holy see shall ordain it. 


** Third. That they sincerely and explicitly promis abso- 


lutely to avoid all that may either favor Masonic and other 


condemned societies, or violate the laws either of justice, 
charity, or of the state. 

** Fourth. That they abstain from every promis and from 
every oath by which they would bind themselvs either to 
obey blindly all the orders of the directors of the society, or 
keep absolute secrecy even toward the lawful authorities. 
(See Disciplin, page 217.) 

t In behalf of these penitents only, and by virtue of an 
indult, I prolong the time of the paschal communion until 
the feast of the ascension, inclusivly. 

Until the issue of this letter the relations of the 
Roman Catholic church and the Knights of Labor 
were rather muddled. Across the Canadian line the 
order was, according to an infallible church which 
never errs, the abode of all that is wicked, and its 
members could not be absolved from their sins. On 
this side of the line, the order was all that is pious 
and regular, and its chief ruler was not only a good 
Catholic, freely absolved from all the sins he could 
commit, but a personal friend of a cardinal. The 
backdown of the Canadian cardinal brings the church 
into harmoay with itself, but at the expense of its 
record for consistency. 

——— Me —— ———— 
Editorial Notes. 

Tux Assembly last week voted $312,000 to extend, im. 
prove, equip, and furnish the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
in Central Park. 'This makes $712,000 voted to the two 
museums this session. 


. Tar Interior settles the race question in religion thus: 


“ Aa far as possible the two races should keep socially separate. 
We would admit a colored man to membership in our church with- 
out hesitation, provided there were no church of his own race ac- 
cessible, but if there were, we would advise him to go to his own.” 


The Independent intimates that the Znteríor is still in the 
gall of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity. There is 
nothing like having scripture to quote from when an oppo- 
nent is to be anathematized. 


In the law passed at its last session incorporating a re- 
formatory at St. Cloud, the Minncsota legislature provides 
for a chaplain at a salary of one thousand dollars annually. 
If this is not establishing religion it would be difficult to say 
what is. The chaplain is also required to act as teacher, and 
will, doubtless, earn his money; butthat does not relieve the 
legislature. He is appointed as chaplain by law, and the 
Minnesota legislature by so designating him has violated the 
United States Constitution. 


à ———————— 

IN an Easter supplement of a Christian journal, intended 
for children, is this: 

“ Of all these days Easter is the Crown. If Christ had not been 
born he conld not bav died for the sins of the world. If he had 
not died he could not hav risen. If he had not risen we could not 
believe him to be the savior of the world.” 

But supposing Christ was not born as alleged, and died 
only as any seditious Jew might hav been punished by the 
Romans; supposing, too, that the resurrection is a myth—a 
pagan myth Christianized: what then? 


CHAPLAIN Smita of the Connecticut legislature makes his 
prayers suit those who pay him. In opening a session of the 
legislature recently he asked the almighty to take particular 
care of the moneyed Class and to guard well their interests. 
He also prayed that the “ hundred and thousands of toilers 
in our business places, those that bear the heat and burden 
of the day, might be contented with their wages, and go to 
their daily work uncomplainingly.” As these words came 
from the chaplain’s lips the labor men in different parts of 
the house rolled up their eyes and gazed at each other in as- 
tonishment. Should Parson Smith enter the race for the 
chaplaincy again, the Hartford Telegram predicts that he 
will encounter many obstacles. f 


AxN esteemed correspondent, Mr. F. M. Borden, of Nova 
Scotia, writes that it gave him pleasure to see the Christian 
Mr. Grabill admitted to the columns of Tax TRUTH SEEKER, 
and adds: ‘I would think much more of our Liberal papers 
if they would afford space each week to representativ Chris- 
tians, in which they might defend the faith, and be answered 
by our best writers and thinkers.” Mr. Borden misappre- 
hends the position of the Liberal editors if he imagins they 
would refuse to print the arguments of representativ Chris- 
tians. The trouble is, the representativ Christians will not 
use the space. Occasionally we get an article from some 
common-place orthodox gentleman burning with zeal to con- 
vert the Infidel, but he usually lacks the ability to write intel- 
ligibly, and we are forced to decline his polemical efforts. 
But when we find an educated Christian willing to reason, he 
is made welcome. Representativ Christians, however, are 
not generally willing to debate Christianity, 
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Letters from. Sriends. 


Benton, IrL., April 2, 1887. 
Mx. Eprior: I am in receipt of Helen Gardener's book, 
which I was glad to get. It is the best book I ever read. 
Ingersol's introduction is splendid. Please find inclosed 
"fifty cents to pay for the book. WILLIAM SLATER. 


DzspEMOoNA, Tex., March 1, 1887. 
Mr. EprroR: I believe I am the only one who takes 
your paper at this office. I am delighted with the illustra- 
tions, and am very much pleased with your eourse on the 
Anarchist question. John Peck is a brick, and I hope he 
will continue to write of ‘‘ Christian Absurdities " for years 
to come. A. C. Martin, M. D. 


NasnviLLE, TENN., March 6, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: Your communication warns me that my sub- 
scription runs out on March 26, 1887. I would net be de- 
prived, in my last days, of the only thoroughly entertaining 
friend I hav. 

I was born in 1816 in a Catholic hotbed, the temple of igno- 
rance and superstition. My conversion dates from 1888, 
when I was seventeen years old. The main reason was the 
Catholic neglect of temporal education. 

Inclosed find $1.50 for six months’ subscription. 

J. P. MULLER. 


ARENZYILLE, ILL., March 17, 1887. 
Mz. Epitor: I hav been a reader of Tur TRUTH SEEKER 
for several years, and hav always thought it one of the best, 
if not the best, papers published. I hav often told some of 
my Christian friends that if they would take Turk TRUTH 
SEEKER and read it one year, they would be surprised that 
they had been so ignorant. The people of this county gen- 
erally are quite Liberal, and there is a splendid field for a 
good lecturer. I notice that some of your subscribers object 
to the pictures. I think it a sure sign that they hav not quite 
outgrown the old Christian sup: rstition. I cast my vote for 

the pictures, by a large majority. T. G. SPRINGER. 


NATIONAL Sorprers’ Home, Va., Mar. 15, 1887. 
Mr. Epiror: Thanking you for sending me your paper 
over my time, and assuring you that I am most heartily 
pleased with the paper under its present management, I 
renew for twelve months from expiration of subscription. 
I hav read the paper, through the courtesy of a friend, 
from its first appearance in New York, but my means being 
nil it is only recently I became a subscriber. While it was 
most excellent under the management of the late D. M. Ben- 
nett, I must say that under the present management it is 
superexcellent—all that a Liberal of the most advanced prin- 
ciples could desire—incisiv, cleanly, superb ! 
Trusting that it may continue to gain in the favor its 
merits deserve, I subscribe myself, Wo. H. MoRax. 


Wittow Creek, Mon., Feb. 26, 1887. 
` Mr. Eprror: I am a regular and appreciativ reader of your 
valuable paper, and belicve that it fully merits its title, and 
carries with it a genial and reformatory influence. I observe 
that occasionally an objection is made to the illustrations. 
In regard to this, I wish to say that personally I don’t admire 
them, as my taste would call for something more beautiful. 
But despite this, I am content to hav them appear, for it is a 
well-known fact that the ideas they are intended to convey 
are more forcibly impressed by the means employed than by 
any other. Frequently by an illustration a chain of ideas is 
awakened that may lead to a result that otherwisé would not 
hav been achieved. Therefore I think, generally speaking, 
they are advantageous. Long liv Mr. Heston and his inim- 
itable art to strike trenchant blows at the hydra-headed 

monster, superstition. W. H. Banta. 


CuroAGo, March 16, 1887. 
Mr. Epiror: In Tug Teura Seexer of March 12th I find 
M. Babcock’s second reply to the Young Men's Christian 
Association, and it is needless to say I enjoyed it as well as I 
did the first. I am glad he is giving his attention to the 
Bible-in-the-public-school question. Ithink it is & question 
every Liberal father and mother ought to interest themselvs 
in, for the children are not sent to school to get religion, but 
' to learn something that will do them some good after they 
become of age. 
That cheering letter you received from Mr. Young is 
almost a story in itself. It is a sort of sketch of his char- 
acter. The letteralso shows Mr. Young's self-restraint in his 


discontinuing the paper, with its many interesting columns, . 


because it published a certain man’s opinion. 
hopes of him yet. 


But I hav 
P. Avr. 


STEUBENVILLE, N. Y., March 18, 1887. 

Mr. Evrror: The Irish in Ireland are fighting now for 
Henry George’s principle, that the land should belong to the 
people, and yet our Republican and Democratic brethren, 
who call him a crank, etc., are hissing them on. It is all 
right as long as it is not our ox that is gored. I can hardly 
decide which side to take. On one-side I feel they are (though 
they do not know it) fighting the battle of the mass of the 
people for a free earth, so that all may enjoy what nature 
givs—free land, water, air, and sunshine. On the other it 
will be a victory of an aristocracy that must be crushed be- 
fore the people can be free. But, then, again, a victory of 
the Irish will be a victory for the Catholic church, which is 
worse than any other curse that can be inflicted on any 
people. It enslaves the mind as well as body. The church 
is the greatest tyrant on this earth. Could that be abolished, 
and men’s minds freed from superstition, there would soon 
bean end to other tyrannies. 


of all iniquities, Let it be annihilated, and all reforms 


It is the summa summarum- 


necessary to make this world a paradise would come in good 
time. Mr. George teaches that the land must be held for the 
benefit of the whole people as the foundation-stone of all re- 
forms, but to accomplish that superstition must first be 
rooted out of men’s minds. What can be done while the 
mass of the people believe in ghosts or diakkas and are led 
by the nose by priests, preachers, or mediums? If Mr. 
George would use his great talents to that end, and work 
with Colonel Ingersoll and the Secular Union, he might ac- 
complish his ends in time. At least he would weaken the 
foundation of the most of our evils—superstition. 
J. Downes. 


` LONGSTREET, Ga., March 24, 1887. 

Mr. Epitor: While on a visit to Brunswick a few days 
since, I found a good many Liberals and Freethinkers. But 
although I remained in Brunswick five weeks I did not see a 
Freethought paper there, except those I take myself, viz., 
Tue Trors SEEKER, Pulpit, and Olive Branch. I did, how- 
ever, before leaving, get from a friend some names of Free- 
thinkers, which I send you, from that place, to whom you can, 
if you please, send sample copies, or other reading matter, 
a8 you may think best. 

Iam now sixty-eight, perhaps, with one or two exceptions, 
the only outspoken Freethinker in this county. Yet I find 
about eight out of ten so-called believers, when brought 
down to sober thinking, do not believe what they hav sub- 
scribed to. I hope to see the day when every man and 
woman in the land shall feel free to think instead of to be- 
lieve, and be bold to say what they think is truth based upon 
human experience and human reason. T. N. Mason. 


STILLWATER, M. T., March 12, 1887. 

‘Mr. Eprror: I hav noticed recently in the press notices of 
the day that his holihumbuginess, Mr. Pecci, has presented 
the widow of Riel, the leader of the late Canadian half- 
breed revolt, with a nail from the true cross. From the 
amount of nails from the true cross now definitly known to 
be in existence, there must hav been a nail factory of im- 
mense Capacity at that interesting period of the world’s his- 
tory, even to hav supplied the nails for the cross; or does his 
Highgasticutus hav them made to order to satisfy the mor- 
bid superstitious cravings of fanatically diseased minds? 
The latter is the most probable, as the ancient writers make 
no mention of any nail manufactory, and such an establish- 
ment would most certainly hav been chronicled by them if 
such a thing had existed. It would seem that, if common 
sense pervaded Catholic councils, this true cross and nail 
temfoolery would be discontinued in short order, but con- 
sistent common-sense and religious humbugery cannot be 
-harmonized. I would be pleased to hear friend Peck upon 
this nail question. Ww. T. HAMILTON. 


Darras, Or., March 11, 1887. 

Mr. EDITOR: As so many are giving their views on the 
pictures and other matters connected with Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, I thought it might be well to giv the pictures a little 
boost from this place. They are the right thing in the right 
place. Keep right along with them. 

John Peck's ‘‘Christian Absurdities” are right to the 
point, and would do our Christian enemies much. good if 
they could be induced to read and ponder them. 

I must speak a word of praise for the Children's Corner 
also. I hav two boys, aged nine and eleven years, who take 
great pleasure in perusing the Children's Corner, and also 
reading the “ Letters from Friends.” 

Helen H. Gardener's book, which I got last year, went the 
rounds, and did much good. 

Until the beginning of this year I hav made every copy of 
Tue Truta SEEKER do missionary work, by sending or giv- 
ing them to some one that would read them. With the be- 
ginning of this year I hav begun to save them for future 
reference, as they are quite handy to refer to occasionally 
when discussing church history. D. A. Dopson. 

BunNsiDz, ILL., March 20, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: Some unprincipled person, or perhaps 
several of them, presumable Christians, so-called, hav given 
extensiv circulation to a lie about Mr. Thomas Gates (my 
father), stating that just before his death he retracted and 
materially changed his views in regard to religious matters. 
I know that it was his earnest desire in life to appear before 
men cr gods in his true Character; and as our county paper, 
the Carthage Republican, having been furnished an obituary 
giving a true statement of the facts of his belief, omitted to 
publish that part of it, leaving the public in possession of 
that Christian lie intended to substantiate their assertion that 
2 man cannot die without acknowledging that Jesus was his 
own father, and that the father was his own son, three times 
one is one, etc., I herewith inclose the obituary as I sent it to 
the Republican. That part of it inclosed in brackets is what 
was omitted or clipped; please publish in full. 

At his residence. three miles north of Burnside, Thomas Gates, 
after a long and painful illness with a cancer on his lip, fonnd re- 
lief in death on the 8th. Mr. Gates was born in Concord, Vt., Au- 
gust 13, 18°5, therefore was in his eighty-second year. He wasg one 
of Hancock county's first settlers, having come to this county in 
1889. [He was known to be a confirmed Infidel, and died without 
respect or fear of Bible, Gods, or devils.] Although his suffering 
was long and intense, he was never heard to complain of his lot. 

A few days before father died, I told him of the stories 
that had been told about him. All he said was, ** There will 
no doubt be plenty of lies told about me after I am dead, as 
there were about Cheney ” (one of our neighbors, who did 
not get his Balm of Gilead from the extortionate Sunday 
venders). He ‘‘ was only surprised that they could not wait 
till he was dead.” 

Although he expected death daily, it had no terror for 
him. He even jested about meeting Jesus and Gabriel, etc. 

We thank our father (not God) for educating us out of the 


fear of “ jealous gods ” and ‘‘ wrathful gods,” horned devils, 
fallen angels, and other heathen myths. He also taught us 


that the ancient gods with three heads, called heathen idols,. 


and the modern three gods with one head, called Christian, 
were full brothers, children of the same parents, namely, 
Superstition, its father, and Ignorance, its mother. 

His motto was, ‘‘ Liv for the benefit of the world you are 
in,” and, if you must worship, worship that which to your 


mind is good and beautiful, and if there is such a being as’ 


God, it is just possible we can worry along with the other 
worlds until you get there. F. D. GATES. 


Bzgwwoop, W. Va., March 12, 1887. 

Mr. Eprrog : Whenever I hear or learn of anything good, 
I always like to let others know of it, so they can share it 
with me. One of the good things I came in possession of 
lately is ** The Radical Remedy in Social Science," an essay 
in pamphlet form by E. B. Foote, Jr., M.D. The subject he 
discusses in this essay is second to no other in importance 
with which the social reformer has to deal, and it is & won- 
der to me why the remedy proposed by Dr. Foote is not 
more generally discussed and advocated. 

The pamphlet is truly, as Dr. Foote characterizes it, '* an 
earnest essay on pressing problems," and I, for one, thank 
him for writing and publishing it. 


There is another good thing that I wish to speak of, and. 


which may be of benefit to some of the TRUTH SEEKER read- 
ers of small means who believe in co-operation. "There is 
8 co-operativ association being formed in this state, which, 
unlike many other enterprises of this character, is based 
upon perfectly fair and equitable principles, and is officered 
by the right sort of men. There will be no coupon clippers 
attached to the association to absorb the profits. The associ- 
ation is to engage in farming, manufacturing, mining, etc. 
C. Bourses. 


San Franoisoo, CAL., March 12, 287. 

Mr. Eprrog: Please find inclosed the amount due you for 
the best Freethought paper in the country, the dear old 
TRUTH SEEKER. Many thanks for your kindness in continu- 
ing beyond time paid for. I found it impossible until to-day 
to spare the money, and yet I could no more liv without it 
than I could without daily food. 

I like the pictures very much, but some of my Christian 
friends say they are overdone, and there is nothing corre- 
sponding to them in the Bible at all. I hav some pretty 
warm discussions sometimes, and I am also trying to get 
subscribers, but find it uphill work with my acquaintances. 
They are all religionists, who can’t or woc't listen to reason ; 
though they are not to blame, as they hav sucked superstition 
down with their mother’s milk, and are afraid to hear the other 
side. No one but a coward would be satisfied with only 
one side of a story. ; 

Success to Mr. Heston and TAE TRUTH SEEKER. 

I cannot close until I giv ‘‘ bread and water” Beecher a 
passing notice. I never took any interest in him after he 
made that famous speech here in this city some years ago, 
until I heard he was going to die. I suppose he has a big 
golden harp covered with flowers before this time. 

Respectfully, Mrs. E. M. Hansson. 


Trorio, Inpian River, Fra., March 10, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: I would like to hav from six to ten families 
of genuin Freethinkers and truth seekers settle here with me 
and form a coóperativ society. Land adjoining my place (of 
ten acres) can be had for from five to twenty. dollars an acre 
now, but in a year, or perhaps sooner, Lam afraid it will be 
much higher. My place is on the long island between the 
Indian river and the ocean, at the mouth of the Banana 
river. Iam completely isolated from the rest of the world. 
My post-office, Tropic, is on Merritt's Island, about four miles 
from my little farm. The southern extremity of Merritt’s 
Island is just across the Banana river. I don't want all my 
friends in Michigan (my former home) to know that I pro- 
pose to gather some ‘‘ congenial spirits" (Lam a Materialist, 
by the way, although, like all truth seekers, I am always 
open to conviction) around me. I would like to write an 
-article on coóperation for your paper, and then invite any 
who want to join & society of that kind to correspond with 
me through your office. Iam not interested, either directly 
or remotely, in the sale of land about here. The man who 
owns land all around me I am not on friendly terms with 
even, and I think that by getting ten acres from him we can 
connect my place with some state land that can be had for 

$1.25 per acre perhaps. W. A. MosELx. 


CARL Junorion, Mo., March 14, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: I hereby hand you postal ‘note to renew my 
subscription and pay for papers as directed by inclosed 
order. Up to the present time I hav been the only sub- 
scriber to Taz TRUTH SEEKER in this place—a town of about 
five hundred people, with nearly as many more who get their 
mail here, who liv in the township.. I do not believe that 
-half a dozen of tbe whole number one year ago knew of the 
existence of such a paper as yours. Ihav done what I could 
reasonably to. advertise and get acquaintances to read my 
paper. Ihav exhorted them, hav reasoned with them, hav 
done them up in the hardest sort of double-twisted knots, 
shown them absurdities, contradictions, falsehoods, cruel- 
ties, impossibilities, obscenities, inhumanities, and childish- 
ness with which their God-book abounds, yet the best I hav 
been able to do in aid of Taz TRUTH SEEKER or the cause of 
universal mental liberty is the few trial subscribers whose 
names appear in the order inclosed herewith. 

It appears to me the theological poison with which the 
average Christian’s brain is saturated is without an anti. 
dote.: As à rule, to reason or attempt to do so is a useless 
agitation of the air. Readthey will not, and of thinking out- 
side the contracted, petty groove their preacher has marked 
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out they appear incapable. The promis is bright for uni- 
versal mental liberty, but the time is not near. The great 
law of evolution will in time overtake their children's chil- 
dren, when physiology, instead of theology, will be taught 
in our public schools, and American juries find obscenity the 
same in the Jew Bible as in ** Cupid’s Yokes.” 

Wm. M. CARTER. 


PosEYvILLE, Inp., March 31, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: Mr. W. S. Bell, Liberal, of Chicago, and 
Elder J. T. Purvis, Campbellite, of Enfield, Ill., hav this 
date closed a debate which has been in progress for the past 
three days at the court-house in Mt. Vernon. Question: 
Resolved, That the Bible is of divine origin; that its teachings 
are in harmony with the teachings of science, reason, and 
common sense. 

The disputants were greeted each day with good audi- 
ences, the best of feeling prevailed throughout the discussion, 
and all Liberals feel highly elated at the overwhelming vic- 
tory. Of course, as is usual, the followers of ‘‘ the meek 
and lowly” pretend that the victory is with the affirmativ, 
but in this view they are not joined by a single one who 
walks by reason and not by faith. Considering that the 
Bible itself teaches that ‘‘ by reasoning you cannot find out 
God,” the proposition that it is in keeping with reason seems 
to be the most untenable that was ever advanced by a per- 
verted or paradoxical intellect. 

The only evidence offered in support of the proposition 
was the dictum of so-called Christian scientists who were 
willing to pervert the teachings of true science *' for Christ's 
sake.” On the other hand, it was clearly shown that all the 
leading scientists and intellects of the day regard the Bible 

. accounts of creation and all other supernatural stories as a 
child’s story, though believed by many who are intellectually 
but children overgrown. 

Elder Purvis also endeavored to prove the oft-repeated 
claim that the common law of the land was founded on the 
Bible, but in this he also made a signal failure, it being 
shown that Sir William Blackstone and Sir Matthew Hale 
claimed that ‘‘ the origin of the great fundamental principles 
of our laws is as much in doubt as is the source of the Nile.” 
Considering that these law-writers were Christians and be- 
lievers in witchcraft, their testimony should not be called in 
question by those Christians that hav so long been making 
the fallacious’ assertion. 

Although this is Posey county, familiarly known as the 
land of hoop-poles and pumpkins, our people are fast shaking 
off their old creedbound ideas inherited from their parents 
and grandparents, and are beginning to think for themselvs. 
And it is well. ‘‘ He who cannot reason is a fool; he who 
will not reason is a bigot; he who dare not reason.is a cow- 
ard, but he who can and dare reason is a man.” . 

8. D. MoReynotps. 


KinAnNEY, MaNrTOBA, March 10, 1887. 
Dear Mr. MacpoNArp: Inclosed please find $8 to renew 
my subscription to the good old TauTH SEEKER. I also 
‘inclose a rough translation I hav made of an article published 
in L'Hvenement, of Quebec, which is clear evidence to me 
that the French Catholics of the province of Quebec are 
awakening to the fact that the world is progressing. It 
points to the fact that the faithful are asking explanations 
from the clergy, and that ridiculing scientific men and their 
theories will not any more satisfy the masses. Priests are 
therefore obliged to resort to quibbles and misstatements (as 
seen in the translated article) to meet these questions. It is 
great satisfaction to me that this spirit of inquiry is started 
among the French Catholics of Canada. It will lead to the 
triumph of reason—in time. The comments on the lecture 
by the editor of LZ’ Hvenement contain much hidden sarcasm 
between the lines. Hoping that Tue Teurs SEEKER will 

long continue to instruct and amuse, I am, dear sir, 
Yours, L..F. Maras. 


TRANSLATED FROM 'L'EVENEMENT," OF QUEBEO. 

The grand vicar of Laval University, Mr. Hamel, gave 
last night his last lecture on scientific investigation. As 
usual, the eminent professor held the rapt attention of his 
audience to the end. 


"Life," said Mr. Hamel, ‘‘emanates from God. The 


theory of spontaneous generation has long ago fallen through, : 


the belief in it having collapsed as a result of repeated expe- 
riences by eminent scientists. Besides, we hav evidences 
that life was gradually started on the surface of the earth, 
and tó explain the perfection it has attained in our age, two 
theories hav been imagined. The first is that of ' successiv 
creation,’ showing God's fiat at different periods, in giving 
life to beings specifically distinct, the fossils of which are 
found in the successiv geological strata of the earth. "The 
gecond theory is that of evolution, first proposed by Lamarck 
and perfected by Darwin. Natural selection, and the strug- 
gle for existence, the foundation of this last hypothesis, do 
not prevent the theory from contradicting two well-known 
and demonstrated facts of science—the immutability of spe- 
cies, and the want of connecting links, which are absolutely 
necessary to sustain evolution. : ; 

** The development of life on earth ends in man, whose 
origin and nature hav always been a subject of interest and 
study to cultivated intellects. Where does man come from? 
What is his nature? When and in what state did he first ap- 
pear on earth? These complex and important questions can 
be discussed and answered by both faith and science, with- 
out strife, and with complete accord. . God, says the church, 
is the origin and end of man, the author of the admirable 
mixture of body and spiritual substance, which, being free, 
is consequently immortal, and that man has called ‘ soul.’ 
This soul cannot be the result of a simple evolution of an im- 
perfect life—primitiv substance; it received its being by cre- 
ation—in the same way that it cannot be destroyed but by 
annihilation. Besides, the church, whose knowledge on 
creation is unimpeachable and undisputed, is itself the last 
act of creation. Accordingly, creation is recent. On the 


privileges beyond the strict exigencies of his nature. 
free and intelligent being rebelled against its creator, and as 
a consequence was deprived of the gifts bestowed upon him. 
This is the truth taught by faith on the origin and nature of 
man, and this truth is entirely corroborated of the theories 
of pure science. There are undoubtedly many so-called sci- 


| entific men who seem to enjoy talking and writing about the 


‘Tertiary man’ and the ‘ pre-Adamite’ man. There are also 
many self-styled scientific men who would rob humanity of 
the first face animated by intelligence, and replace it by the 
mask of bestiality—false philosophers who go to the extent 
of saying that man is but a ‘lieutenant in the great army of 
monkeys.’ There are, besides, a few ‘ truth seekers,’ claim- 
ing that God is but a dream, the soul a myth, not worthy 
even of a thought. 

* But one-half of these scientists work constantly at de- 
stroying the theories ‘thought out’ by the other half. And, 
in the midst of these disputes, Truth appears triumphant and 
outliving the rise and fall of these adventurous theories, 
Atheistic dreamers, striving to convince themselvs that man 
and his frailties is but a strange problem.” | 


The editor of Z’Hvenement remarks that Mr. Hamel in 
touching upon these complex questions has proven himself 
skilled and most cautious, which is a proof of learning. He 
demonstrated that the scientific Catholic can harmonize faith 
and knowledge. It is the best way of reminding science of 
the debt she owes the church. U 

It is well known that there is danger in condemning theo- 
ries that pertain to the domain of reason. 

When one studies the theories of St. Augustine, and those 
of Monsignor Clifford on the formation of the universe; when 
one also thinks of the works of '* L'Abbó Motais" on the 
results of the deluge—hypothesis and theory so flatly contra- 
dictory to scriptural teachings—and when one further 
reflects that the church is obstinately silent on these ques- 
tions, one is far from feeling intolerant to the deductions of 
science and reason. 


HaNNIBAL, Mo., March 12, 1887. 

Mr. EprroR: I want to giv my hearty indorsement to Dr. 
 Higbie's suggestions in regard to curtailing burial expenses. 
It seems to me that every sensible observer ought to see that 
the custom of making a costly display on such occasions is & 
growing evil. If the rich choose to be guilty of this folly, it 
is nonsense for those in moderate circumstances to ape them, 
and Ithink the formation of burial associations, as he pro- 
poses, is just the remedy. ` 

Now that I am on this subject, I want to say a few words 
to Liberals. There are too many who say, ** Oh, I don't 
care what becomes of my body—how I am buried, or 
whether Iam buried at all." This is a mistaken idea. Of 
course, it makes no difference to the body—or spirit either, 
if there is one; but it is à disgrace to the cause of Liberalism 
to hav one of its advocates voluntarily surrendered into the 
hands of the clergy at death, thus enabling these hirelings to 
wipe out a life record against church dogmas. On the other 
hand, there is no individual right more sacred than the right 
not to be misrepresented at one's own funeral, and nothing 
that so much tends to overcome the prejudices of honest 
Christians, and inspire respect for our cause, as well-con- 
ducted Secular funerals. 

These reasons, viewed in the proper light, are sufficient to 
cause every true Liberal to resolve that his funeral shall be 
strictly Secular, and yet there are hundreds of Liberals bur- 
ied with the meaningless mummery of priests every year, 
while only here and there a Secular funeral occurs. Ob. 
viously the reason of this is that most Liberals neglect to 
make the necessary arrangements beforehand, and let their 
will in this regard be fully understood; and even where they 
do this, if they do not leave it in black and white over thcir 
own signature, their Christian families in most cases, rather 
than offend Mother Grundy, will sacrifice their dead bodies 
on the altar of superstition. I hav known a number of cases 
of this kind, and only yesterday I received a letter from Mr. 
Aaron Davis, of Frederick, Md., stating that some time ago 
he purchased from you one of my little Secular funeral and 
marriage handbooks, and that a neighbor of his who was in 


declining health desired him to officiate at his funeral and’ 


forbade the interference of any clergyman; but that as soon 
as the breath was out of his body, those who should hav been 
his natural protectors turned him over to the tender mercies 
of an orthodox preacher, as usual. In order to guard 
against such calamities, some of the Liberals in this city hav 
been filling out the following blank, which I commend to 
your readers, with the information that suitable books for 
Secular funeral and marriage purposes may be obtained at 
the TrutH SrExer office for a trifling sum: 

! BLANK. : 

Being a disbeliever in the dogma of revealed religion, I do 
hereby express my earnest desire that no clergyman be permitted 
to officiate at my funeral, but that the exercises be entirely Secu- 
lar, and in accordance with my known views of religion and moral- 
ity; and I do hereby appoint my friend A. B. to see that this de- 
Sire be executed according to my instructions. 


Yours vs. priestcraft, A. R. Ayres. 


FonisTELL, Mo., March 18, 1887. 

Mn. EprroR: I want to write ten times as much as I can 
afford to, or as you can afford to print. But I will try toget 
off something and yet keep within bounds. 

I will first report that you hav lost a good subscriber here 
by a terrible railroad accident. Mr. S. Burlingame and wife 
stepped upon the railroad track to go a few rods to a neigh- 
bor's, when they were overtaken by a swift train and both 
instantly taken out of this life, whether into another or not. 
They were most worthy and respected people, and all of us, 
their neighbors, without distinction of religious affiliations, 
greatly deplore ‘‘ the deep damnation of their taking off.” 

And, by the way, we don’t hav here any of the conflict and 


question of the antiquity of man, faith is mute, God having opposition between Christians and Freethinkers that I hear 


created man in a preternatural state, that is to say, with | and read of elsewhere. The lion and lamb do lie down to. | and green, 


This | 


gether here, and the lamb is not inside the lion, either. Cer- 
tainly the few Infidels of this region (present company 
excepted) are not the sort of people to be ostracized to any 
great extent, but candor demands that we acknowledge that 
our Christian neighbors show no disposition to punish us in 
any way for our honest opinions. But they show us all the 
respect they would if we belonged to their churches. And 
we Infidels, on the other hand, intend to be as liberal as the 
darkey elown was when he admitted that ** a white man is as 
good as a nigger as long as he behaves as well.” Some of my 
very best friends are Christians, or think they are, and mean 
to be. But I tell them there really are no Christians. They 
would do anything in reason for me, as I for them. But it is 
something astonishing how they hold on to their superstition. 
Some of them will read Tug Trurs SEERER and Infidel books 
to please me, but szy the more they read them the less they 
believe them. So I hav to giv them up and tell them if they 
had heen brought up Roman Catholics there would hav been 
no help for them, but they would hav had to follow that rut to 
the end of life. I regard it as one of the most unaccountable 
things that people of some brains should cling so tenaciously 
to that barbarous, cruel, and absurd old Hebrew mythology. 
I point out to them the absurdity of the idea that God talks 
80 familiarly, and of so trivial affairs, with those old semi- 
barbarians, but now falls back on his dignity, and his most 
faithful devotees cannot get a^word out of him on the most 
important subject, even in explanation of the meaning of his 
own reputed word. Too thin, entirely too thin, I tell them, 
except for dunces and very young children. But about the 
greatest difficulty I hav with the believers is their inconsist- 
ency. They stick for the inspiration of the Bible, and yet 
repudiate such of its teachings as they dislike, especially the 
hell part. Like Brother Beecher, they will neither ** get offen 
the platform nor leff go the mule's tail.” I remind them that 
a chain is no stronger than its weakest link; that ‘ whatever 
link we strike, tenth or ten thousandth, breaks the chain 
alike," and that it is just as fatal to the inspiration theory to 
break the hell link 8s the heaven or any other. But logic, 
reason, and argument are no match for early bias and preju- 
dice. 

Now as to Materialism and Spiritualism. I am glad to see 
that the advocates of either hav a fair show in Tug TRUTH 
SzgEKER, but regret to notice that some of the Materialistic 
writers exhibit some impatience toward those who differ with 
them. Now, I am pretty nearly a Materialist myself, and 
fear I shall yet hav to become quite one. But why in the 
world anyone should wish to believe that ** death ends all,” or 
want others to, is more than I can comprehend, for it is a 
miserably gloomy view to me, and has a very discouraging 
and depressing effect upon me, asI hav to acknowledge to 
my pious friends. And this fact is one of their stock argu- 
ments against my unbelief in their superstition. I can only 
remind them that the effects of a belief hav nothing to do 
with its truth or falsity, and that I had rather be unhappy 
than be a happy fool. Whatever be the merits or demerits of 
Spiritism, one thing is pretty evident to me—it has done more 
to undermine the old Jew book than all other agencies com- 
bined. It did much toward helping me out of the woods, for . 
which I feel under great obligations to it. I hav by me a let- 
ter from my dear dead wife (who was a Christian girl, and 
much younger than myself), written to her sister in the long 
ago, soon after we were married, wherein she says: **C—— 
seems a good deal interested of late in Spiritualist papers and 
books, which I greatly regret, as I fear the consequences.” 
Poor child! her fears were prophetic. And yet, when the 
worst came, it did not seem to distress her much, as I often 
told her in the latter days of her life that I believed she had 
become more Infidel than myself. Now I do not fee! nearly 
as confident as I could wish that I shall ever again meet her 
and the other friends that hav passed on; but itis idle to tell 
me that it matters little. "That certainly will never ''go 
down" with me. ' 

Now, as regards your course toward the Anarchists. Al- 
though I hate Anarchy as the devil is reputed to hate holy 
water, yet I do not see but that your course has been entirely 
consistent, for it has ever been as plain to me as the sun at 
noon that Judge Lynch got into that court and ran it. Still, 
Idon’t see how the Anarchists can complain of even that, 
for, as I understand their views, the only law they want is 
what the people take it into their heads to make and execute 
on the spur of occasion. And that seems to be just about 
what they hav got; but, as usual, it makes a good deal of 
difference whose ox gets gored. Isay, if the Anarchists were 
ever guilty of publicly advocating the murder of anyone, they 
should hav been promptly arrested and punished at the time, 
as unlimited freedom of speech is entirely impracticable. 
Society can be injured by words as well as by bombs; and if 
society has a right to exist, it has a right to protect itself. 
But to allow a lot of blatherskites to preach murder until 
somebody gets killed, and then gather them in and hang them 
like onions, a dozen on a string, is something monstrous. 

Now, Mr. Editor, a little private talk in public with you, 
and I hav done. I lately visited our good old Granit state. 
I went via New York, and had the weather been at all favor- 
able while there, I should hav hunted you up and shook your 
“ flipper "and exchangeda few words. But the weather was 
80 miserable that after wandering around a little in the s'ush 
and drizzling rain, I went aboard the only Boston boat out 
that night, and kept comfortable. But as it was, I caught a 
cold, that with plentiful replenishment is still doing able ser- 
vice, and keeping me coughing quite lively whilst writing 
this. I had a fine time in the ** old country ;" found my 
friends generally prospering, and, what is better, found many 
of them had become emancipated from superstition and the 
priests since I last saw them, ten years ago. And I think I 
gave more of them a good start in the same direction. I left 
the snow & good three feet deep in northern New Hampshire. 
Here in three days found grass well started; and wheat lush 

C. B. Oscoon, 
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Children’s Qarner. 


Hdited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


How Easy It Is. 


How easy if is to spoil a day ! 

The thoughtless worda of a cherished friend, 
The selfish act of a child at play, 

The strength of a will that will not bends 
The slight of a comrade, the scorn of a foe, 

The smile that is full of bitter things— 
They all can tarnish its golden glow, 

And take the grace from its airy wings. 


How easy it is to spoil a day 
By the force of a thought we did not check ! 
Little by little we mold the clay. 
Aud little flaws may the vessel wreck. 
The careless waste of a white-winged hour, 
That held tne blessing we long bad sought, 
The sndden loss of wealth or power— 
Aud lo! the day is with ill iuwrought. 


How easy it is to spoil a life— 
And manv are spoiled ere well bezun— 
In home-light darkened by sin and strife, 
Or downward conrse of a cherished one; 
By toil tbat robs the form of its grace, 
And undermines till health giva way ; 
Br the peevish temper, the frowning face, 
The hopes that go and the cares that stay. 


A day is t20 long to be spant in vain, 
Some good should come ag the hours go by; 
Some tangled maze may be made more plain, 
Sma lowered glance may ba raised on high. 
And life is too short to spoil lika this, 
If only a prelude, it may be sweet: 
Let us bind together its threa of bliss; 
And nourish the flowers around our feet. 


—Wuachman. 
-m : 


A Bit of Bird Gossip. 

Where do we come from? That is a diffi- 
cult question for a gull to answer who has 
never sat for hours studying the surface of 
the earth from a big round ball or a dog- 
eared geography, as I know scores of you 
boys and girls hav to do. Besides, we are 
only interested in the surface of waters, and 
only inhabit theland at breeding-times, when 
my pretty mate wishes to fiad & snug place 
for her eggs, so the little baby gulls will hav 
no trouble when they first see the blue sky 
and sparkling water. We are a waudering 
set of fisher-birds, with the most wonderful 
pair of wings, the power and beautiful mech- 
anism of which enable us to dart so swiftly 
“to and fro, now floating lightly poised in mid- 
air, and the next moment lost to sight on the 
far horizon, or cleaving the skies, as though 
. seeking to reach the very heavens. Would 
not you love to fly, little boy, and you, little 
girl? Well, if a fairy godmother should ever 
giv you the chance of selection from all the 
wings of birds, I, of course, think that the 
wings of a sea-bird are most attractiv; for are 
we not beautiful, and can we not endure? 
Our name, as given us by your scientific men, 
who seem to know more about us than we do 
ourselvs, is Larus, ‘a genus of web-footed 
birds of the family of Laridae.” Some. of 
your audacious tars call us ** Mother Carey’s 
chickens.” Who Mother Carey is [ do not 
know, nor do I care, but that word chicken 
sticks in my Craw, aud makes my feathers 
stand on end, I get so angry, so I hav to dive 
three times as deep in the cold, blue water to 
cool off my proud, free spirit. Chicken, in- 
deed! Where is the resemblance? Do we 
scratch, and cackle, and strut, and crow like 
those little land birds you call chickens, and 
which you keep to supply you with tiny eggs 
to eat? 

Show mea bird our equal! Who can fly 
straight in the face of a storm and never 
waver? Who can perform such varied and 
beautiful evolutions high in the air when the 
sky and water are both calm and as blue as 
azure, 80 you scarce know where each meets 
the other, when gazing out to sea? Can any 
bird equal us fishing? Could a cork bob up 
more lightly on the crest of a wave than one 
of us trim little sailors ? f 
' Suppose I describe one of the daintiest of 
these freedom and liberty loving little feath- 
ered mothers—my mate—and what & splen- 
did first mate she is! Sheflies at my side 
just as steady and strong as one of the finest 
of us male birds; her eyes are as sharp, 
keen, and fearless as his majesty, the eagle’s. 
Her breast is as white and downy as the 
fleecy clouds above us, or the glittering foam 
` ghe dipsitin. None is so fascinating or so 
majestic as this pearly gray gull, with her 
long, narrow, black tipped wings. One mo- 
ment far behind you, the next she sweeps 
past with easy, graceful flight, so close you 


can see the eyes which never flinch from the 
wildest, most piercing gale; then, before you 
know it, she will be far ahead of the swiftest 
steamer. I hav said so much in praise of her 
wonderful wings that I will not hav much 


time to tell you about her two feet, or pad- 


dles, rather. She has toes as well as you, but 
such funny ones, and only three, al! fastened 
together by a web, like your waddling, 
quacking ducks (ducks are a distant relation 
of ours). She also has a small hind toe not 
fastened in the web. Sometimes some of us 


| do not hav this little hind toe at all, but my 


mate has, for she is perfect, and you sbould 
see her lovely eggs. One season she only had 
two, but Jast season we had three of the 
finest, largest ones on the cliff, and our three 
little ones are now grown large and strong, 
and hav wandered as far as the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence—so a big white petrel from there 
told me the other stormy day when we met 
on Lake Michigan and dined together off a 
delicious lot of silvery fish the waves cast up 
where the water was shallow over a sunken 
pier. I suppose many a boy has fished for 
hours off that pier, but I know there was 
never such fishing going on as we did that 
March morning. Our family is a very large 
one ; has first cousins way down on the coast 
of South America, and away over on the 
other side of the world. We all follow fish- 
ing for a living. but cannot dive very deep, so 
think the smaller fish which ewim near the 
surface the daintiest kind of food, and are 
very thankful for them, and, in fact, for any- 
thing we find fit to eat floating on the water. 
Do we stay long in one place? Oh,no; we 
are continually on the wing, and the stormier 
the weather the better we like it; but this re- 
minds me that I hav stopped unusually long 
in talking to you of myself, mate, and friends, 
so as the wind is rising and the waves begin- 
ning to put on their white caps, I think you 
had best run in the house while I fly out to 
sea. Flap! flap! Good-bye! good-bye! 
8. R. M. 
erm 


Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—GEOGRAPHIOAL AOROSTIO. 


m EUBCuugoas 
Ci» n BpUuOtmu 
QudUud»uun 
.poPtEdgeuob 
EMEwWaeppuua m 


C. RooKER. 


2.—REBUS. 


Fact in natural history. 


8.—4A PENTAGON. 
. A letter. 
. Cheerless. 
. A military weapon. 
. A small, shallow drum. 
. To ridicule. 
. À kind of rampart. 
7. A roll of linen for surgical use. 
WannEN B. ORCHAED. 


> Ot C9 0D m 


4,—REBUS. 


These pictures represent each one line of a 
verse of an old English poem. 


5.—REBUS. 
D*D 
Though he may hav affinity 
With doctors of divinity, 
Yet there is no necessity 
That solvers here should guess it he. 
With poltroonry and cowardice 
‘Mean shirking soul he dowered is. 
Orp Boy. 


] 
ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN CHILDREN’S CORNER 


APRIL 2, 1887. à 

1.-Pope's * Essay on Man." (In the first 
rebus, April 2d number of the Corner, the 
word “poet” should hav read *' poem.") 
2.-Marten. 3.-Capitulation of Cornwallis. 
4.-Millet. Lock.et. Bass-et. Canton. 5.- 
They are all in-no-cent. 

eo 


Correspondence. 


Mrnnarv, Ina.. March 7. 1887. 
Dear Miss Wixos: I thought I would 
write you a few lines. I goto school, and 
learn very fast. My teacher's name is Miss 
Gilkey. "We hav fifty-five scholars. Istudy 
reading. epelling. arithmetic, and grammar. 
Iam ten vears old. I hav one pet—a cat. I 
am a little Freethought girl. I hav a little 
sister; her name is Helen Vera Erwin, and 
“ Helen” is after Helen Gardener, for we hav 

her book, and think it is splendid. 

THERESA Erwin. 

Srorprr Corners, March 17, 1887. 
Dear Miss Wixon: Papa takes TRE TruTH 
SERRER, and I read the Children's Corner: 
and I saw so many little folks in it that I 
thought I would like to be among them. I 
hav the “Story Hour." and papa says that 
he will get me the ** Little Lessons for Little 
Folks." I am ten years old. I hav four 
brothers and two sisters. One of my sisters 
and two brothers are in Kansas Ciiy. I 
would hav written sooner, hut I liva mile 

from the post-office. Epira Brown. 


Bozeman. Mon.. March 23, 1887. 

Drar Miss Wixow: I hav seen so many 
letters inthe Children’s Corner that I thought 
I would try and write one. I am twelve 
years old, and am in tbe Fifth Reader. I do 
not go to school. but study at home. Papa 
does not take Tne Trurm S$rrk&gR, but a 
friend givs it to him. We hava dog that sits 
upinachair. His name is Fido. I think I 
am making my first. letter too long, so I will 
close. If you think this fit to publish, I 
would like to see it in print. 

Yours truly, 


Mary Davies. 


ELMTREE Farm. W. GrorocgsTER, Mass., 
; March 31, 1887. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I am very fond of 
chickens. I hav nineteen hens. Part of 
them are Plymouth Rocks. Last year, after 
one of my hens hatched a brood of chickens. 
one of them got stepped on, and I buried it. 
and put ashingle by its grave, on which 1 
wrote : : 

Mv birdie Bopeep fell fast asleep. 
And I had no power to wake her; 
Ldng her a grave in thia lovely place 

Without help from the undertaker. 

I hope you will think this worth printing 
in the Corner for a little girl ten years 
old. Truly yours, Manion BENNETT. 


Voro, ILL., March 20. 1887. 

Drar Miss Wixow: I hav read the Chil- 
dren's Corner in Tne Tnurn S&rXzR ever 
since its introduction with much interest. I 
&m especially pleased to see so many letters 
from tbe dear little ones. It tells plainly that 
superstition has lost. its foothold, and is fast 
sliding away. Now, I am an old woman, 
baving traveled the uphill of life without any 
‘ism ” or ** ite? to shackle my progress; am 
now, as the old saying is, slipping back into 
childhood ; therefore, I do not see why I am 
not entitled to a little place in tbe Children's 
Corner for an original poem, which I thought 
perbaps some of those bright little letter- 
writers might like to read. We will entitle it 


HELP EACH OTHER. 
Little words in kindness spoken 
Fill the saddest heart with joy, 
But those of scorn to the down-trodden 
May perhaps a life destroy. 


We little know how much depends, 
For weal or woe, on one another; 
"Is selfishness that scorns the weak 
Aud loudly cries ** He's not my brother.” 


Link by link we’re bonnd together 
By one long. electric chain ; 

Ts all ín vain the tie to sever, 
Echo says, “In vain. in vain.” 


If we are made the stronger one, 
Should we the weak disdain? 
** No." ong conscience answers, '* Never | 
The strong the weak sustain." 


If we would study nature’s laws, 
True lessons there we'd find, | - 
To fill the heart with sweetest joy, 

And purify the mind. 


Tis there the bright and lovely rose, 
Outshining any green, 

Gnards with care the tiny flower 
That by its side is seen. 


No envy there, no selfish hate ; 
They sweetly bloom together. 

And each. in language pure and strong, 
Cries, ** Mortals, help each other !” 


Mrs. E. Howanp. 
Darrvirrg, Inn., March 23, 1887. 

Miss Susan Wixon: As I hav not written 
to you lately, I will try and write again. I 
think the pictures are very nice. I like to 
look at them. I think the United Brethren 
church at Daleville wil play out before 
many years, for some of them now won't 
even shake hands with their brethren. 

Dear Miss Wixon, I would like to see the 
day when this country would be ruled by 
Freethought. 1 think there would be a most 
beautiful time. Iloveto read the children’s 
letters. lihink it isa nice thing to hav them 
write. It teaches them to think what is 
right. I hope you will still remain thinking 
those beautiful thoughts and expressing them 


to the children. It pleases me to think you 
can. How I wish Icould. I would like to 
be somebody in this world, and I am going 
totry and see if I can't be. As ever, I remain 
Your friend, ` SALLIE REMEBURG. 


Osaax Mission Kan., March 6. 287, 
Dear Miss Wixow: I hav been going to 
school this winter. I missed two days on ac- 
count of sickness. On the last day we made 
a surprise dinner for the teacher. After din- 
ner we had a few exercises. and then the 
teacher treated to candy. When school was 
dismissed we all bade our teacher good-bye. 
I came to town to learn dress-making. Iam 
learning under Mrs. Shepherd, and boarding 
with Mrs. Shefer. Asa has been taking Tar 
TRUTH SEEKER for overa year. We all like 
it everso much. It has been raining for two 
days. but has now cleared off nicely. If this 
will do I would like to see it come out in the 

paper. From your friend, Jura Simmons. 


ViNELAND, N. J., April 8, 1887. 
Dear Miss Wixon: Your printer’s poem of 
April 2, 1887, in Tne Truth BERKER, brought 
to my mind a poem. that I read in a Utica 
paper abont seventy vears ago, when I lived 
within eight miles of Utica, and I think they 
must be from the same author. Can you giv 
me the author of yours? They both seem to 
come from Utica, where K T J resided, as 
they said, about seventy years ago. 
Respects for yours and the Children’s Corner, 
i Jonn GAGE. 
[We do not know the author of the poem. 
It was copied from another paper, and there 


was no hint of its author.—Eb. C. C.] 


Mounp Ciry, Mixs., March 7, 1887. 

Drar Miss Wrxon: I am ten years old, 
and hav never written for the Corner nor for 
anything else, but I am not going to hav my 
darling kitty slandered, even by old Mr. 
Mitchell. Iam sure if he had ever seen my 
kitty be would never hav written such a let- 
ter. "Talk about clean animals—my kitty 
would not be seen in the same field with a 
flock of chickens! J sleep with her every 
night. and I can walk twenty miles in a day, 
and if you saw me at dinner you would not 
think l do anything that is very unhealthy. 
My kitty is a nice, clean, gray-and-white 
beauty. and I hav never known her to kill a 
bird. If she is out hunting when I go to bed, 
she climbs the house, and comes right over 
my bed, and scratches on the roof, and I getup 
and let her in. Now, Miss Wixon, 1 would 
notask you to publish this only on account 
of Mr. Mitcheli's letter, and if you do print it, 
I will tell you some time about my dog, 

Your friend, JENNIE SAUOK. 
e 


Notice. 

Laura Stewart, Cleveland, Ohio, and Her- 
man S. Tausig, Harrisburg. Pa., authors of 
stories printed in the Children's Corner last 
summer, will please send their full address, 
street and number, without delay, to the ed- 
itor of the Corner. . 
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SPIRITUALIS 
Sustained 


By the Bible. 


BY COL. JOHN R. KELSO. 
CONTENTS: 


SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE BIBLE. 


SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE CHRIS- 
TIAN CHURCH. 

SPIRITUALISM A NECESSITY IN GOD'S GEN- 
ERAL GOVERNMENT. 

SPIRITUAL MEDIUMSHIP. 

OBJECTIONS TO SPIRITUALISM ANSWERED. 


Like all Taz TRUTH SrExer’s publications, the 
mechanical execution of the work is all that could 
be desired. Good paper, clear type—in short, a 
neat little volume. 

The primary object of the work, as its title indi- 
cates; is to sustain Spiritualism, but the absurdi- 
ties of the Christian religion, and the abomina- 
tions of the old Jew book, get a terrible shaking 
up. The book contains much to interest every 
intelligent reader. Colonel Kelso has done 
much acceptable work in the cause of Freethought 
and Liberalism all over the land. Send for his 
new book—read it—put it into the hands of every 
Christian ; it will teach him that the way of the 
fool is foolishness. Every Liberal who reada it 
will certainly find his “Spiritual” strength re- 
uewed.—Joun PECK. 

Bouua a vioth, 245 pp.» price $1. 
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LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
BY W. 8. BELL. 
*Tam very much pleased with it, and I wish the 
eventy thousand ministers of this country were 
obliged to purchase the pamphlet and read every 


wo d of it.» 
Price 15 centa. For salsa at this office 
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The following are à few of my leaders, all of 
which are latest improved, best make, solid coin 
silver, open face or hunting, American stem-wind 
watches, and guaranteed strictiy as represented 
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eled, Louis XIV. styles diamond ornamentations 
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watches, from $45 up. Swiss watches, to close out, 
very low. Theabove ali guaranteed below bottom 
prices elsewhere er vasl retunded. All are care- 
fully inspected before sending. warranted for one 
year, and sent prepaid if on hue of. American Ex, 
oftice. Sundries: Best rolled gold plated chains 
and charms for ladies or gents, $2. $3, £4. $5, usual. 
ly sold for $3 #4, $5, t0 $7, Jeweiry, latest styles, 
full live, 25 per cent below regular prices, Best 
Rpectacles in the world, $1. Genuin pebbles, $2. 

ent prepaid in case. Eye-ulusscs, same price. - 
Wend lne'of finest print you can read distinctly 
without glasses and state bow many inches from 
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stropsy 50 cents. Set best violin strings, 50 vents, 
For guitar, 75 cents. 3 Ludwig barmoiuicas, 50 
cents. Best avchioulatic opera glasses, $4. $5 ; in 
pearl $8 to $12. Large field glassen, P8. $10. Big- 
nal service, $12. Watches cleaned. $1. Springs 
$1. Jewels, $1. And returned free, Best work 
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with genuin diamond, 38, $10 ; and charms up to 
$15. Demand daily increasing. Agents wanted, 
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The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
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this Republic. 
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Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 
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—AND— 


THE BIBLE. 


BY 0. B. REYNOLDS. 


Showing that the Bible and the believers in 
are the real blasphemers, and not the Secu 
larists. 

Thig is the pamphlet for the distribution 
which Mr. Reynolds is now indicted, and to be 


TRIED FOR BLASPITEMY 
May 8d. 


Price, 10 Cents: 6 for 50 cents ; 13 for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


S. P. Putnam's Works, 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts, 
** A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power ; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day."—JoAn 
Swtinton's Paper. 

Golden ‘Throne, a Romance. “The 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. The book ıs filled with 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcriptof a manly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "—INGERSOLL. $1. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it.4 
shown there is much in harmony between, 
them. Price, 10 cts. 

Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured ferth, it seems to me, with extraordi. 
nary beauty."—Dz. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 


other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 


Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 
version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
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cents. 
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Poetry. 


The Anvil of God's Word. 


Last eve I passed beride a blacksmith’s door, 
And heard the anvil ring its vesper chime; 
hen, looking in. 1 saw upon the floor g 

ld hammers worn with beating years of time. 


“How mapy anvils hav you bad,” said I, 
* To wear and batter all these hammers 807" 
“Just one," he answered; then, with twinkling 


eyes 
The anvil wears the hammers out, you know.” 


And so, thought J, the anvil of God's word 
For ages skeptic blows hav heat upon ; 
Yet, though the noise of Paine, Voltaire was 


eard 
The anvil is unworn--the hammers gone. 
— Chicago Current. 
A LITTLE MORE ABOUT THE ANVIL. 


Last evening. as I passed a joss-house door, 
The sanctimonious preacher’s voice I heard; 

Then, stepping in. I heard him raut and roar 
About the so-called “ anvil of God'a word.” 


This anvil is unworn, I heard him say; 

It has withstood the wicked skeptic's thump 
For ages, and will stand until the day 

When the archangel blows bis awful trump. 


The sermon ended, straightway I arose 
And said, “O parson, granting it be true 
That that old anvil stands all skeptics’ blows, 
Can it withstand such blowers as Gabe* and you?” 
B. L. Z. Buss. 


*The full name, Gabriel, is neater, 
But amputation saves the meter; 
And though the angel’s lost a foot, 
He still can soar, and likewise toot. T 
—————— $4 ————— — — 


The Village Bonnet. 


Of all the nymphs that e'er were seen 
Careering o'er the village green, 
There was not one, I wot full well, 
Looked half so sweet as Isabel, 

With her light village bonnet. 


So light her step, so brisk her tread, 

So merrily she tossed her head, 

That every swain upon the heath 

Would strain his eye to look beneath 
The same light village bonnet. 


A sunny brow that bonnet decked; 
A smile that sorrow never checked 
Glowed in those eyes of living blue, 
While many a grateful beggar knew 
That same light village bonnet. 


A change came o’er that happy ecene; 
A priest rode o'er that village green, 
And by her simple beauty won, 
In evil hour he looked upon 

The maid's light village bonnet. 


Her eye grew dim, her step grew slow, 
Her cheek grew white as Alpine snow, 
For tales of goblins, flames, and hell 
Had broke the heart of Isabel— 

With her light village bonnet. 


Her laugh grew wild; o'er brake and dell 
Now wanders crazy Isabel, 
And weed and flower and thistle down 
Are strangely stuck upon the crown 
Of that light village bonnet. 


—— 9-9 9— — —— — 


Books. 


*! The New God,” by Samuel P. Putnam, is 
also published by The Truth Seeker Com- 
pany, New York. The author of "The New 
God” has written several other works of the 
same character, being ** Problems of the Uni- 
verse," ''Ingersoll and Jesus," “Waifs and 
Wanderings,” etc. The author has, with un- 
stinted zeal and a courage that never wavered, 
seized bodily upon the fanaticisms and super- 
stitions which still permeate a portion of the 
civilization of the nineteenth century, and en- 
deavored to expose, by rational reasoning and 
a host of self-evident axioms, the utter fallacy 
of certain features of the divine doctrin and 
its attendant superstitions. In his present 
work, which givs evidence of clear-sighted- 
ness, impartiality, and keen judgment, the 
author begins by tersely remarking that ‘it 
is an open secret that man has always made 
his gods. He has had the power to consult 
his own taste, like the artist who paints the 
picture or carves the statue. If the gods hav 
been bad, it is because man, the maker, has 
been a bungler. He has not made good use 
of his material. It has seemed,” continues 
the author, ‘‘in the history of the world, as 
if man wanted to deceive himself with his 
own splendid creations. We like to feel that 
the universe is our friend; that the sun loves 
us, and because he loves us givs the blessed 
light; that nature is interested in our welfare, 
and the winds of summer blow expressly for 
our benefit, and the seas roll softly in order 
that our ships may come to land. Just as 
every man has his hobby he has his pet su- 
perstition. Every god that man has made 
has been at heart à representation of the trag- 
edy of life. It is man's protest against the 
‘awfulness of fate. In old times the priest and 
the medicin-man were one and the same. 
‘Their function is similar—so long as there is 
‘disease there must be medicin, and so long as 
there is suffering there must be theology. 
As Ingersoll says, the best way to make men 
believe in gods is to increase the number of 
‘earthquakes and cyclones. If there was an 


earthquake every day the churches would be 
threnged.” Such is the manner in which the 
author opens his subject. He unhesitatingly 
asserts his belief in the non-existence of a 
divine being, but believes there is some great 
and universal creativ power, and in the latter 
assertion is most discreet, for there are few 
who are not willing to concede this to be a 
truth. 

There are some who claim that the mighty 
universe is nothing more than a freak of 
chance; that not only the earth, but the 
greater heavenly bodies, were created and 
fashioned merely through chance. Upon 
mature reflection, however, those who pos- 
sess the faculty of clearly reasoning will 
sooner or later abandon this idea as being 
absurd. Ships, buildings, great bridges, tun- 
nels, railroads, and cities are not created by 
chance. They are each and all formed fora 
purpose, and carry out this purpose until age 
has rendered them unfit for use, or a destroy- 
ing element has caused ruin and devastation. 
The chance theory, in fact, has long been re- 
garded by profound and earnest thinkers as 
utterly impossible in view of all attending 
circumstances. The author touches upon 
this question, but is too wary to commit him- 
self upon one side or the other, and is content 
with dealing in abstract questions and state- 
ments, which, in truth, is characteristic of 
his whole work. Paradoxical assertions will 
not tend to enlighten the public on the sim- 
plest of questions, and on such a profound 
question as the existence of a deity they will 
certainly mystify more than ever. For in- 
stance, the author says: ‘‘If there reall 
were a God, there would be no belief in God. 
The fact that there is a belief in God is proof 
positiv that there is no such being, and the 
more universal that belief, the stronger the 
demonstration of Atheism." This sounds 
very much like chop logic. When a thing is 
known to actually exist, what more natural 
than to believe in that existence? Ifa man 
was positivly known to be dead, all the argu- 
ments that could be brought forth to prove 
that he was still alive would be utterly fruit- 
less, and vice versa. The most vital part of 
the question is absolute certainty one way or 
the other, without which nothing can be ex- 
pected to take definit shape. ‘‘ First of all," 
says the author, “the new God must bea 
God of law, and not of miracle. In the 
progress of civilization miracles hav been 
entirely abolished. . . . So long as this 
God represents the ideal of humanity—the 
beautiful, the sublime, the’ progressiv—so 
long as it grows better with experience and 
is thoroughly humavitarian; so long as it is 
poetic, artistic, rhythmic, evolutionary; so 
long as it and science will not quarrel, so long 
wil we keep the new God.” Thug the 
author brings his work to a close. It con- 
tains many faults and inconsistencies, but 
likewise contains earnest reasonings and 
sound arguments, and can be read, if not 
with profit, at least with some degree of inter- 
est.— Galveston News. 

We hav received a copy of the TRUTH 
SEEKER ANNUAL for 1887, and find it a hand- 
some specimen of the typographic art, beau- 
tifully illustrated, and brimful of useful and 
interesting information. The article on ** Sun- 
day, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws" alone is 
worth ten timesthe price of the book. *' Lib- 
erty," an address, by Grover Cleveland; 
** The Coming Dawn,” by D. Louis Bodge ;” 
‘The Right to Testify,” by F. M. Holland ; 
“The American Secular Union," by Samuel 
Putnam ; ** The Parson,” a story, by Si Slo- 
kum, areamong the contents. Price 25 cents. 
The Truth Seeker Company, publishers, 28 
Lafayette Place, New York.—Maurepas, La., 
Gazette. 

‘* Try-Square; or, The Church of Practical 
Religion.” The author says that modesty 
constrains him to withhold his real name, and 
to substitute for it the assumed name, ** The 
Reporter.” He reports the transactions and 
discourses at ‘‘ Uncle Job's New Church,” in 
the rural district of Pinville, which is sup- 
posed to be located in some corner of the 
ample and fertil brain of this ** prematurely 
worn-out court stenographer.” New York: 
The Truth Seeker Company.— Home Journal. 

-eor 


Obituary. 


To THE EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: 
With this I send you a paper containing an 
account of the death of my father, B. F. 
Kershner. He was an earnest Liberal, and a 
great admirer of your good paper. 

Although he was a great sufferer from a 
disease which baffled the skill of his phy- 
sicians, yet he bore all his sufferings with the 
most heroic courage. Never was he heard to 
complain, and he died as he had lived, an 
earnest Liberal; and though we miss him as 
none can tell, yet we hav no fear for him, for 
we feel that he is at rest, free from the trials 
and hardships of this world. 

The funeral was held from the house, 
March 16th, under Masonic auspices. At his 
request no minister was present at his funeral, 


but our good friend, H. L. Green, delivered a 
very appropriate address. 
: LirrA C. KrsSHNER. 
Danville, N. Y., March 27, 1887. 


From the Rochester Democrat and Chronicle Mar. 15. 

The improvement in the condition of B. F. 
Kershner, of Landay Hill,near Danville, was re- 
ported in our columns last week, and it was sin- 
cerely hoped his speedy recovery would follow. 
But it was not to be, and on Sunday morning lasts 
at 3 o'clock, he passed peacefuily away after two 
weeks of intense agony. His difficulty was one 
which baffled the skill of his attending physicians, 
who say no similar case ever came under their ob- 
Bervation. While afflicted with a severe cold, yet 
he was otherwise apparently in good health two 
weeks ago on Thursday last, when he visited 
Dansville on business. He went to a blacksmitb’s 
shop, among other places, where he was suddenly 
seized with a violent fit of choking, and a large 
bunch (caused by the violent swelling of the 
glands), in size as large asa goose egg, suddenly 
formed on one side of his neck. It was thought 
he would choke to death there, so serious was his 
condition. He was carried to the residence of his 
physician, Dr. Andrews, and Dr. Blake: who was 
passing by, assisted in alleviating his sufferings, 
but it was an hour or more before he was able to 
be carried home. His throat was b:ack inside, and 
in a terrible condition, which seemed in a few 
days to yield to the treatment given. But a swell- 
ing soon showed itself on the other side of his 
neck, while little blood sacs formed in his throat, 
and shortly before his death the swelling on each 
side of his neck extended to the front, aud was 80 
bard and inflamed that nothing seemed to affect 
itin the slightest degree. On Saturday he had a 
violent choking spell, and endured agony almost 
intolerable. He was unable to lie down for days 
before his death. But a few minutes before he 
breathed his last he walked across the floor in the 
most excruciating Pain, then went to his bed, and 
quietly lay down, closed his eyes, and peacefully en- 
tered upon his new existence. Mr. Kershner was 
fifty-seven years old in September last, and leaves 
an estimable wife and two daughters, young ladies 
who will mourn the loss of a most faithful and 
affectionate husband and father. Noman in any 
community was more respected or generally liked 
than was Mr Kershner, and although not a fol- 
lower of Christianity as taught in all orthodox 


churches, in his daily acts he exemplified the pre- | 


cepts of Christ. He was a decided Liberalist in 
his views, strong in his convictions, and fearless 
in his expression of them. Yet it would be hard 
to find a better citizen, husband, and father. 
m 


A Ballad of Ancient Oaths. 


Ther ben a knyghte, Sir Hoten hight, 
That on a time did swere 

In mighty store othes mickle sore, 
Whiche grieved his wiffe to here. 


Soth, whenne she scofft, his wiffe did oft 
-Swere as a ladye may ; . 

“Ttaith,” ** Psooth,” or “ lawk " in truth 
Ben alle that wiffe wold say. 


Soe whenne her good man waxed him wood, 
She mervailed much to here 

The hejeus sound of othes full round 
The which her lord did swere. 


“Now, pray thee, speke and tell me eke 
What thing hath vexed thee soe ;” 

The wiffe she cried : but hee replied 
By swereing moe and moe. 


He sweren zounds which be Gog’s wounds, 
By bricht Marie and Gis, 

By sweit Sanct Ann and holie Tan, 
And by Bryde's bell, ywis ; 


By holie grails, by ’slids and snails, 
By old Sanct Dunstan bauld, 

The virgin faíre that him did beare, 
By bim that Judas sauld ; 


By Arthure’s sword, by Paynim horde, 
By bolie modyr's teir, 

By Cokis breath, by Zooks and’s death, 
And by Sanct Switben deir ; 


By divella al'e, both greate and smalle, 
And all 1n hell there be, 

By bread and salt; and by Gog's malt, 
And by the blody tree ; 


By him that worn the crown of thorn 
And by the sun and mone, 

By deir Sanct Blaae and Sanct Fillane, 
And three kings of Cologne; 


By the gude Lord and his sweit word, 
By him that herryit hell, 

By biessed Jude; by holie rude, 
And eke be Gad himsell ! 


He sweren soe (and mickle moe) 
It made man’s flesch to creepen, 

The air ben blue with his ado 
And sore his wiffe ben wepen. 


Giff you wold know why sweren soe 
The good man hight Sir Hoten, 
He been full wroth, because, in soth, 
He leesed his coler boten. 
—Eugene Field. 


- Fighty-Aore Farm. 


I hav an eighty-acre farm for sale in south- 
western Minnesota, an unimproved prairie farm 
in Nobles county, the south half of the northeast 
quarter of section 12 in township No. 103 of range 
42. I owe two Liberals $800 on the tract, and will 


sell at a bargain for the sake of paying them their 


Address 
W. F. JAMIESON, Denver, Col. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 


Secretary of the American Secular Union. 


money, 
16 


Price 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTS SEEKER Company. 
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The Church of Practical Religion. 


BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Unçle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. "There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attentiv while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


GOD AND HIS BOOK, 


THE BIBLE: WHERE DID WE GET IT 
AND WHAT IS IT? 


By SALADIN, editor of the London “Secular 
. Review.” 
Issued in six parts. Four parts now ready. Price 
25 cents each. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER office. 


BIBLE MYTHS 


AND THEIR 
Parallels in Other Religions. 


The object of the work 18 to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound; 
io show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
£in and explain their meaning. 

“It is unquestionably true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else so accessible as they are now made 
in the work before us.”—N, Y. Sur, 

1vol.8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.50. 


Paine Vincicated| 


—0-— 

A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 

York Obdserver’s slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution, Containing 
both the slanders and 
their refutation. 
BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 

—0— 


The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. ` 


TOGETHER WITA 
A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD.. 


A Fabricated Account of a Beene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


"Spp. Price 15 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES, 


A OoMPEND or THE NaTURAL Laws or In- 
DUSTRIAL PRODUOTION AND 
Exonawaxr. 


By J. K. Ixaarrs, author of ‘Social Wealth.’ 
Price, 25 cents. - 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Infidel Death Beds. 


By G. W. FOOTE, 
Price, - - - - 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


bible Temperance: 


LIQUOR PRINKING 


Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
by the Bible. 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


This is a companion book to Remsburg’s “ Bible 
Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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Íngersolls Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
** Humboldt," “ Thomas Paine,” “ Individual- 
ity,” and “ Heretics and Heresies.” 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: “The Ghosts,” “Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” ** The Declaration of In- 
dependence,” “About Farming in [linoi 


Ilinois," 
“The Grant Banquet," “The Rev. Alexander 
. Olark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream," and “ A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25. 


Interviews on Talmage, Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


per, 25 cents, | 

The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah S. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 

: 10cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing a8 much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

„Millions of these should be circulated. 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 


Address on the Civit Rights Biil. 


Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents. 


Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 
Bound in one volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on “ Ortho- 

dox pound in one beautiful volume, in half 

calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 

Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s “Tribute to 

8 Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 
“Little Harry Miller's Grave,” that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing; and the four will be forwarded 
to any address, for 50ct&, or either one for 15cta. 


: P i 
Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book isa gem. Itis a model in every re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated ** Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
. fore published, and all the famous “ tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versations of the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
urpose,a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
20 simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turke 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in f 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 
The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 


Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 
life, price $1.50 each. Every admirer of these 
apostles of Religious Liberty should hav them. 


Photographs of Coionel Ingersoll. 
panel, 10x17, $3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 


is. 
cente. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 


BY ROBERT OC. ADAMS. 
Oloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 


W.S B-LL’S PAMPHBETS. 


The Conflict between Christianity 
and Civilization. 


mo- 
tree 


PRICE, - - = 2 = =. 15 CENTS. 
Tt ig a stunner; concise, scholarly, and good.— 
M. E. Billings. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
PRICE, 15 CENTS. 


Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. 

Iam much pleased with vour address, and will 
notice it in Maa.—T. B. Wakeman. 

A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. It is a very 
able paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 

ge. 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
' PRICE, 20 CENTS. 


The number of heads under which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise Manner iu which each point is. dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
I take great Pleasure in recommending * Anti- 
Prohibition " to the consideration of every person 
who ig interested, not ouly in the cause of temper- 
ance, buc 1u the principles of self government.— 
J.J. McCabe. 


Ingersoli’s Tributes. 


REOUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose pcems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
‘nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: 

The Vision of War, 
Tribute to his Brother, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
` Address at Harry Miller's Grave. 

The price of these heretofore has been $1.00. We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFT* CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 

28 Lafayette DL, New York. 
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Freethought Abroad, - 


Putnam, - - - 


NEW YORK: 
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GAHE 


ruth Seeker Annua 


—ANDe- 


Sfreethinkens’ Almanac, 
1887. — 


(E. M. 


+ WITH + ILLGSTRATIONS. + 


cozxrTEITTS. 


Freethought in the United States, 1886, 
Liberty. Address by Grover Cleveland, 
The Coming Dawn. By D. Louis Bodge, 


Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the 
States and Territories of the United States, 


The Right to Testify. By F. M. Holland, - 
The American Secular Union. By Samuel P. 


The Parson. A Story. By Si Slokum, 
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PRICE, 25-« CENTS. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 


The Sole Factors and Exact Ratios in Its; The Heathens of the Heath. £ finaly 


Acquirement and Apportionment. 
By J. K. INGALLS. 


CONTENTS: Economie Schools: & brief re- 
view of their Origin and Growth; Rise and 
Growth of Capitalism; Unearned Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Social Wealth; Land Own- 
ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
the Productiv Factors; Partnership and Co-op- 
eration; Law of Contracts; Money and Credit; 
Of Value or Economie Ratios; Taxation as a 
Remedy; Reforms, net Remedies; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conclusion. 

Price, Cloth, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, it is now known to be the work of 
H. Borg, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For gala at this office. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


MEN or Busnezss WHo Dip SOMETHING BESIDES 
Maxine Money. 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 
BY JAMES PARTON, 


This book contains 400 pages, plainly printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
Mr. Parton’s works need no commendation. They 
&re standard. 

$1.25. 


Price, - - - - - 
Address THE TRUTH SEEK ER. 
28 Lafayette Place. New York 
The Secret of the East, 
OR, 
The Origin of the Christian Religion 


and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


For sale at this office. 


Price, $1.00. 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonne 
author of Exeter Hail, Family Creeds, Day of 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents: cloth, $1.25. 


Exeter Hall. “ One of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 


ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 


The Outeast. A deep, finely written 
Radicalstory. From the London edition. By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 


„ 80 cents. 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. € 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was ncarcely prepared to ex- 
ect to find, ın such a marked degree, even 
rom 80 gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks.” Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish thatthe friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


.Practieal Experience with Poultry. 


By Gro. M. Davenport. This is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 32 well-filled pages. costing only 
“ a quarter,” but as full of meat as an egg. It is 
well called “ pragtical.” for we find nothing un- 
practical init. Hens, ducks, geese, and turkeys 
are particularly discussed and their economical 
breeding and keeping treated of. There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all; it is a very useful addition 
the poultry literature of the day. 

TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


REPLY 
TO REV. L. A. LAMBERT'S 
“NOTES ON INGERSOLL’ 
By B. W, Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priest's 
Historical misstatements. 
Prieo Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 Cents. 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industria] Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 r.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Ear 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wm. Henry 
Bure. Priee.25 cents. For sale at this office. 


por MODEL. 


or ONE OF 


SHOPPELL'S 


X = 
“SHUPPEL’S MODERN HOUSES” No. 8. 
(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces, for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
tor putting them together. 

While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. Itis, in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a pertect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, so oxact that it is useful to 
builders, 

55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000). 

2 New Dewigus for Barns. 

1 New Design tor a Chapel. 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 

(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 

An Article on Villa Park Associations. 

SENT, POBTPAID, ON REOEIPT OF PRIOR, $1, 
Address 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASSO'N, 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION, 


From the German of MAX NORDAU. 


SEVENTH EDITION. 
A most powerfully written book.—Phila, Record 
This Book is not & Book! It is a Deed and 
those who oppose it will prove that they fear it.— 
Vienna News. Price, 50 cents, 
. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 


CONTENTS: 

The Old Testament.—The New Testament.—Tho 
Oreation.—The Deluge.—The Exodus.—The Mira. 
cles ct the Bible,—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible ua 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath o 
the Bible.—The God of the Biblé.—The Messiah or 

avior. 

Orownoctavo,888pp. Splendidly execute 1, Bengs 
by mail. port paid. Price. $3.00. 


SACRED MYSTERIES 
AMONG THE 
Mayas and the Quiches 11,500 
Years Ago. 


ORIGIN OF THE BIBLICAL MYTH 
By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. 


Illustrated. Price; $2.50. 
For Sale at this office. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents, 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


HERE AND THERE 
IN YUCATAN, 


Miscellanies by Arroz D. LE PLONGEON 
Author of ‘“‘ Yucatan: Its Ancient 
Palaces and Modern 
Cities.” 

Price, $1.25. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Plac: 


THE 


Fathers of Our Republic: 


Paine, Jefferson, Washington, 
Franklin. 


A LECTURE delivered before the Tenth Annual 
Congress of the American Secular Union, 
in Chickering, Hall, New York, 
November 18, 1886. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
Address this office.. 


Price 15 cents. 
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Caprain Sawxuzrs, who sailed the yacht 
Dauntless from New York to Cork harbor, 
losing the race with the Coronet, is back to. 
New York. He explains his defeat on the! 

‘theory that the Coronet was the better boat 
and sailed faster. i 


Dr. McGrxsN has gone 
West on a lecture trip. 
Joun T. RAvMOoND, the E 


&ctor, died st Evansville, 
Ind., April 10th, aged 51. 


THE season jumped 
from winter to summer 
last Sunday, and the ther- 
mometer stood at 85 in 
the shade. í 


TaERE isas yet no clue 
to the name or slayer of 
the girl found murdered 
near Rahway, N. J., a 
month ago. 


THERE is a conference 
of Latter-Day Saints, or 
Mormons, at Kirkland, O. 
President Joseph Smith 
spoke last Sunday con- 
demning polygamy. 


Mayor Hewitt tried to 
enforce the liquor law 
last Sunday, and suc- 
ceeded in making a good 
deal of trouble for per- 
sons who wanted adrink. 
One hundred and seven 
excise arrests were made, 


: Disousston Between 
Gladstone, Huxley, 


Muller, 
Linton, 


Reville. 


On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 


OONTENTS: : 


I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. ByHon. 


. E. Gladstone, . 
Il. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 
preters of Nature. By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 
It. Postecript to Solar Myths. By Prof. Max 
nuller. 


| 


IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for & Fair Trial. 


Hews of the Meek. TE F 0 R DER 0 F CREA TI ON. j v. Desa oett. re Answer to Mr. Glad- 


By Hon, W. E. Gladstone. 


stone, By Albert Reville 


3 .D. 
VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. By Prof. T. H. 
Huzley, E 
Vil. A Protes anda Plea.. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
n. 


This is a new book and contains the latest discus- 


gion on the mistakes of 


Price, paper; 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York 


Moses. The names of the 
participants are a guarantee of its able character. 
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| Gems of Ghought. 


WHILE from the effects of increased intelligence 
and civilization the rule of tyranny and persecu- 
tion has become somewhat lessened, it does not 
appear that amorousness and sensuality hav yet 
become obsolete on the part of the Christian 

! elergy.—D. M. Bennett. 


Ir is becoming a religious duty to enjoy life. A 
man ought to be ashamed to say inthe face of nat- 
|. urethat**'life protracted is 
' — protraeted woe." I venture 
i to say that nine times out 


of ten the man that declares 
life to be only “ vanity and 
vexation of spirit” would 
not be the man to start a 
subscription to buy the win 
ter’s coal for a poor widow. 
The world is finding out 
that the people who call life 
so hard and undesirable are 
the ones to make it hard and 
undesirable for others. We 
do not take a man for a 
‘saint because he reads the 
Bible, nor for a sinner be- 
leause he does not. We no 
longer weigh men in the 
scales of orthodox piety. 
If a man is very good; we 
do not look to see him go to 
church on Sunday, but he 
may take some sick neigh- 
bor out toride. We cannot 
estimate the religion of men 
by bolding them up by their 
belief or disbelief of the 
i Christian dogmas, I would 
| jprefer to hav men say of 
| ime when I am gone, " He 
helped to make the world a 
ibrighter and better place 
for men to livin,” than to 
hav it said, * He called the 
Bible the best book in the 
world, and believed Jesus 
Curist to be divine."—L. K. 
Washburn, 


PA 


War should scientific 


were arrested for having 


teaching be limited to week 
days? TEocclesiastically- 


their stores open. 


Mr. Braine, of Maine, 
was taken suddenly ill at 
Fort Gibson, I. T., one 
day last week, with bron- 
chitis and symptoms of pneumonia. 
accounts he was improving. 


Cnro4Go carpenters are on strike for 35 
cents per hour. 


Taere was rioting at Belfast, Ireland, last 
Sunday, as usual. 


Tax Democrats carried the Rhode Island 
State election, April 6th. 


Tux majority against prohibition in Michi- 
gan is now placed at 8,800 votes. 

Evropgan immigration has set in early at 
this port. On some days last week there 
were nearly 5,000 arrivals. 


Evanaziist Sam Small, whom the Cincin. 
nati Enquirer reported dying, is better, and 
is likely to get well. 

Jouw GREENWALL, 8 sneak-thief, is under 
arrest charged with the murder of Lyman 8. 
Weeks, of Brooklyn, who was shot in his 
house by a burglar last month. 


Tue Grand Jury in the case of Rector 
Ward, of Englewood, N. J., under arrest for 
shooting his wife, hav been charged by the 
judge that they may indict the clergyman for 
atrocious assault and battery with intent to 
kill. 

Taz New York aldermen passed some 
resolutions praising Peter Cooper, and had 
them engrossed and framed at a cost of $275, 
which they charged to the city treasury. 
Mayor Hewitt vetocd the appropriation, and 
the alderman passed it over the veto. Hew- 
itt is Peter Cooper’s son-in-law. 


EanTHQUAKE shocks were felt on Sunday 
morning at Charleston, 8. C., and at Buning- 
ton, Vt. As Sunday was Easter, celebrated in 
commemoration of the resurrection of Christ, 
on which occasion there were seismic disturb. 
ances, an earthquake on the anniversary is 
quite the proper caper. 


A PETITION is in circulation among the 
priests of this vicinity asking for the signa- 
tures of all those who indorse the action of 
Corrigan in the case of McGlynn. The priests 
complain that they are bulldozed into signing 
it. The pope, it is reported, has recently 


conferred upon bishops the power to remove 
priests without trial. 


At last 


Carr. PAUL Borrow has just completed a 
trip from Hudson, N. Y., to New York city 
in his india-rubber swimming clothes, and the 
feat has been much talked of in the papers. 
This week the captain appears as a feature of 
Barnum's circus, and it is suspected that the ; 
swim down the Hudson was one of the still: 
foxy showman’s advertising dodges. 


TROUBLE IN ABRAW'S FAMILY. 
And when Sarai dealt hardly with Hagar, she fled from her face.— Gen. xvi, 6. 


Odds and Gnds. 


. Ir is believed that Hamlet must hav been read- 
ing Howells when he responded to Polonius's 
query with, *Words, words, words.” 


Inquirer (Sunday a.m.): ‘Can you direct me to 
a place of worship, sir? I’m from Portland. 
Maine, and a stranger in the city." New York 
citizen : “It’s pretty hard getting it nowadays, 
but I guess if you go over and whisper my name— 
Cooney—in Con Driscoll’s family entrance key- 
hole, he'll let you in.” 


He opened the door about two inches and said: 
Is the agricultural editor in?" ‘I’m the agri- 
cultural editor. What can I do for you?" "I 
merely wanted to observe that in the manufactur- 
ing of printing-presses the Hoes hav raked ina 
good deal of money." Tben he groped his way 
down stairs six steps at a time. 


THE CHURCH SOCIAL. 

Of all wildly exhilarating forms of enjoyment, 
the church social is most fascinating. It is posi- 
tivly beatific in its influence. Every face wears 
such an expression of supreme happiness. And, 
best of all, itis innocent enjoyment. The unhal- 
lowed ballet isnot yet an accompaniment of the 
church social. There is nothing sinfully theatrical 
about it. It is warranted to be pure, elevating, 
and instructiv in ts tendencies; and the marvel 
is that men should be so carnal-minded as to for- 
sake the church social for the “ gilded dens of 
vice,” in which they are supposed to disport them- 
selvs if they decline its chaste delights. 

The minister is the central figure at all church 
socials. He feels it his duty to hava smile and a 
word for each individual present. The smile, 
deepening often into a benevolent grin, is a fixture 
on his face all evening as he goes tripping jauntily 
from room to room, delivering himself of such 
edifying remarks as these: 

* Ah, Sister Diank, so glad to see you! Brother 
Blank here? Yes? I must look him up. Ah, 
Brother Simpson, glad to see you! Pleasant little 
affair, isn’t it?” 

t Aw—aw—ye-e-8,” says Simpson, with a mighty 
yawn, having been rudely aroused from a pleasant 
nap by his wife. who has wheedled him into com- 
ing to what the wretch calls * one of those idiotic 
Church things.” ` 

The minister feigns ignorance of the yawn, and 
goes merrily on his way. 

“Ah, Sister Crane, you here? But we can al- 
ways depend on your coming. And here is Sister 
Bloom. How do you do, Sister Bloom? I was 
sure you'd be here. Brotker Bloom here? Ah, 
here he comes. Glad to see you out, Brother 
Bloom. Delightful little affair, isn't it? Ah, 
Brother Baxter, ever so glad to see you. Sister 
Baxter came, didn't she ?? 

* Oh, yes: we're all here.” 

“ Ah, that’s right. Always glad to see the little 
folks. This your little girl? Can't you kiss me, 
little birdie? Lovely child, Brother Baxter. What 
woud our homes be without these little blossoma 
inthem? Weil, well, here is Grandma Dean, So 
glad to see her out. How remarkably well you're 
lookmg. Is yourrbeumatism troubling you much 
this winter? No? I'm glad of that. Bless my 
soul if there ain't Sister Peters! How do you do?” 

* Real well, thank you." ` - 


“That's right. Saw you at church Sabbath.” 

*Oh, yes; and it was such & privilege to hear 
your beautiful sermon; it really—” 

"Oh, yes, Mr. Lastly, it was such a beautiful—" 

© I cried over it.” i 

* So beautiful, and yet so practical.” 

“ We aii enjoyed it.” 

* So many spoke about it.” 

“ Charming !” 

“It was really beautiful.” 

* Oh, yer, Mr. Lastly, it really—" 

“Tm glad you liked it,” says the pastor, able at 
Jast to make himself heard above this babel of del- 
icate flattery. He vanishes airily in the direction 
of a weary-looking group of spinsters sitting in a 
stiff row on & sofa. 

* Ah, ladies, enjoying yourselvs, I see. That’s 
right; that’s right. That's what we're here for. 
Having a nice time, Miss Shanks?” 

“ Delightful I" cries Miss Shanks, to whom not a 
soul has spoken since her arrival; “I always do 
enjoy our socials.” 

* Ah, glad of it. They are happy little gather- 
ings, and I think it does us all good to meet in this 
way often. How happy our dear little people are 
out in the other room !” 

The “dear little people,” happy after the man- 
ner of hyenas and wildcats, are yelling and racing 
all over the house to everybody's infinit discomfort 
and disgust. 

“I don't see what on earth anyone wants to 
bring a tribe of young ones toa church social for,” 
says Mrs. Bloom, behind her fan to Mrs. Blank. 
“IfI was managing this affair, I'd send about 
twenty-nine youngsters home in ten seconds.” 

Behind other fans other persons are saying : 

** Awful bore, isn’t it?” 

“Oh, dreadful! I’m not coming to another one 
soon.” 

** Mercy on us, Miss Roarer is going to sing !” 

* And Mr. Spouter is going to read ' The Creeds 
of the Bells.’” 

** We shall all die!” 

“Hear those brats out in the refreshment 
room.” 

** Did you get any refreshments fit to eat 2?” 

t Nol? Who ever does at an affair of this kind?” 

“See old Mrs. Dean stretched out on the sofa, 
sound asleep.” 

“Deacon Goode has been fairly snoring alleven- 
ing.” 

* Look at Mr. Lastly. He looks utterly tired out. 
I should think he’d be bored to death.” 

* Oh, now they're going home.” 

* Good !? 

“Such a del/ghtfui time I" 

“We really must hav another one right away!” 

** Yes, indeed !” 

“Such a grand success |? 

—Zenas Dane tn Puck. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


OR 


The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


BY 
H.J. SEIGNEURET, 
Secularist. 
Price, = B - - 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


ra i E aa E i M a a s t a rm 


minded persons are in the 
habit of calling things thoy 
do not like by very hard 
names, and I should not 
wonder if they brand the 
proposition I am about to 
make as “blasphemous,” and worse. But, not 
minding this, I venture to ask, Would there really 
be anything wrong in using part of Sunday for 
the purpose of instructing those who hav no other 
leisure, iu a knowledge of the phenomena of nat- 
ure, and of man’s relation to nature? . . . If 
any of the ecclesiastical persons to wbom I hav 
referred object that they find ıb derogatory 
to the honor of the God whom they worship, to 
awaken the minds of the young to the intinit won- 
der and maj«sty of the works which they proclaim 
his, and to teach them those laws which must 
needs be bis laws, and therefore of al) things need- 
ful for man to know, Ican only recommend them 
to be let blood; and to be put on low diet. There 
must be something very wrong going on in the 
instrument of logic, if it turns out such conclu- 
sions from such premises.—Huxley’s Lay Sermons. 


Ir is useless to try to maintain a Puritan Sun- 
day on the statute books, because the state house 
is no longer the servitor of the church-member, 
but of the voter. Sunday must stand or fall upon 
its merits. It will die out from our civilization 
exaet]y in proportion as Christianity does, and 
this nation will never consent to keep it as a mon- 
ument of the dead. We shall probably hav, in the. 
near future, neither a Puritan nor a continental- 
European Sunday, but an American Sunday. The 
Ameriean one will undoubtedly follow the old 
maxim, that '*the Sabbath was made for man, and 
not man for the Sabbath."—Boston Advertiser. 


OnunisT supersedes in the most peremptory man- 
ner one of the commands of the Decalog—that as 
to the observance of the Sabbath, his views and 
teaching as to which no ingenuity can reconcile 
with the Mosaic law.—Greg’s Creed of Christendom 


WHATEVER may hav been the opinion and prac- 
tice of the.early Christians in regard to cessation 
trom labor on Sunday, unquestionably the first 
law, either ecclesiastical or civil, by whieh the Sab- 
batical observance of that day is known to hav 
been ordained, is the edict of Constantine, 321 A. D., 
of which the following is a translation : **Let all 
judges, inhabitants of the cities, and artificers 
rest on the venerable Sunday. But, in the coun- 
try, husbandmen may freely and lawfully apply to 
the business of agriculture, since it often happens 
that.the sowing of corn and planting of vines can 
not be $0 advantageously performed on any other 
day; lest, by neglecting the opportunity, they 
should loge the benefits which the divine bounty 
bestows on us."—Chaanbers's Eucyclopedia, 


I wav known several Atheists, and never one 
who seemed to think that the universe was a fail- 
ure, or to regret that he had come to be a citizen 
of it. Perhaps they «ere not real Atheists, Some 
of them imagined themselvs 80, but they seemed 
to me to hav an implicit taith in God, vastly more 
honorable to him aud revereut in them than the 
expricit faith of the majority; and othera clearly 
recognized that what they denied was—not God, 
but the validity of any definition of God current 
in the churehes.— John W. Chadwick, 


“ Bur the spirit was to lead the apostle into alt 
truth,” says the reader. That declaration needs 
careful consideration. It would teach that the 
apostles were infallible. But they were not infal- 
lible; for they taught that Jesus would come 
again to earth in their own lifetime, and events 
bav shown that they were mistaken.— Henry 
Blanchard, 
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HOW TAXPAYERS ARE FOOLED. 


Joles and Clippings. 


In a speech at St. Louis, previous to his ill- 
ness, Mr. James G. Blaine spoke of Thomas 
Jefferson as “that great man who, in the 
annals of American greatness, should stand 
next to Washington." 


Tuere is nobody in Albany, says the per- 
sonal observer of the New York Sun, that 
earns money quicker than the chaplains of 
the Senate and Assembly, who offer every 
morning a prayer of from two to five minutes 
jn length, at $5 per prayer. 

M. RoonxroRr, the French statesman, has 
a strong article in D 7n£ransigeant, of Paris, 
directed against the pope, who, he says, sac- 
rificed France to Germany in the Chinese 
missions question, and is now aiding in the 
work of Germanizing Alsace-Lorraine. The 

: article concludes: ‘If most of our ministers 
were not known to fast on Fridays, the gov- 
ernment would answer these insults by recall- 
ing the French embassador to the Vatican, 
and suppressing the religious budget." 


An illustration of the difficulty attending 
the discovery of the real condition of the 
Chinese mind in regard to the progressiv 
policy obtaining in western countries is con- 
tained in the following anecdote, for the au- 
thenticity of which a writer in the Boston 
Daily Advertiser vouches. A bishop of the 
Episcopal church was returning from China 
with his servant, whom he thought he had 
converted to Christianity. Whenever the 
bishop held services in the cabin of the 
steamer in which they both were passengers, 
the servant attended and took part very de- 
voutly in the responses, etc. One day a pas- 


senger observed the servant on his knees wor- 
shiping an image of Buddha, with candles 
and joss sticks, and he asked the servant if 
he was not a Christian, and elicited the fol- 
lowing reply: ‘‘As I am in the employment 
of the bishop it is my duty to observe the 
Christian ceremonies when my master does 
so, but when I am acting for myself, of 
course, I worship according to my own 
Buddhist faith.” 


One gallon of whisky costs about $3, and 
contains on the average sixty-five ten-cent 
drinks. Now, if you must drink whisky, 
buy a gallon and make your wife the bar- 
keeper; then, when you are dry, giv her 
ten cents for a drink. When the whisky is 
gone, she will hav, after paying for it, $9.50 
left, and every gallon thereafter will yield the 
same profit. This móney she should put 
away in the savings bank, so that when you 
hav become an inebriate, unable to support 
yourself, and shunned and despised by every 
respectable person, your wife may hav money 
enough to keep you until your time comes to 
fill a drunkard's grave.—Zz. 


A REMARKABLE strike is going on in the 
island of Scio. The population in some of 
the parishes belonging to the Orthodox Greek 
church hav been backward in the due pay- 
ment of tithes or church rates, or some other 
ecclesiastical due. The priests hav appealed 
to the bishop of Scio, who has attempted to 
help his clergy by putting these recalcitrant 
parishes under the interdict. As a conse- 
quence of this extreme measure, with which 
western Europe was familiar in the Middle 
Ages, the clergy are obliged to abstain from 
the regular exercise of their ministry. They 
may neither baptize, marry, celebrate mass, 


nor even bury thedead. The laity hav taken 
the last duty upon tbemselvs, and there hav 
been several funerals without any ecclesiasti- 
cal ceremony. They hav appealed to the sec- 
ular governor of the island, however, request- 
ing him to compel the priests on strike to 
return to their duty. The governor has 
applied to the porte for direction in this deli- 
cate question, so that the final settlement of 
the quarrel between the Christian pastors and 
their flocks is now resting in the hands of the 
porte, a body of Mohammedans. 


A Mormon bishop from Idaho, stopping in 
St. Louis, revealed to a reporter of the New 
York Herald a few hints of what the Mor- 
mon church might do if it chose. ‘‘The 
Mormons,” he said, **are not politically am- 
bitious; they only want to regulate their own 
affairs. If we wanted a state, we could hav 
it. What is to prevent us from capturing 
Nevada? There are not more than sixteen 
thousand voters in the sovereign state of 
Nevada now, of which nearly five thousand are 
Mormons. What is to prevent the Mormons 
from dumping eight thousand citizens into 
Nevada and taking possession of the govern- 
ment of the state in a year? Nothing! And, 
by the way, this thing is just now seriously 
considered. If we had three electoral votes 
on the political market we might hav friends, 
and plenty of them, in Washington. With 
two United States Senators to fight our bat- 
tles, and a full-fledged Congressman in addi- 
tion to our Utah delegate, we might get a 
more respectful hearing. Then, too, we 
might hav influence enough to get Utah ad- 
mitted, and later Idaho. There is nothing to 
prevent the Mormons, if they take it in their 
heads to engage in practical politics, from 


controling Nevada and Utah, and holding the 
balance of power in Idaho and Arizona." 


THE Sporting and Turf Record for April 
printed a reproduction of Bougereau’s famous 
picture, ‘The Nymphs and the Satyr,” and 
Anthony Comstock made the publishers tear 
out the leaf containing the picture before 
mailing the paper. The original of the pict- 
ure is in the barroom of the Hoffman House, 
and may be seen by anyone. The New York 
Sun of. Sunday givs the soapboiler's agent 
this advice: ‘We commend to Anthony 
Comstock a field for his activity that he 
hasn't even touched. Instead of expending 
his energies and the despotic power of his 
office upon suppressing the distribution of 
works of art among people in moderate cir- 
cumstances, as in the case of the Sporting 
and Turf Record, let him go boldly into those 
far richer repositories of pictures that he 
wishes to destroy, the houses of the rich, and 
all loan collections. In numerous New York 
dwellings there are some of the loveliest crea- 
tions of modern art or ancient art, the cause 
of great pleasure and valuable cultivation to 


‘a great number of good people, but worthy 


of destruction by Mr. Comstock’s standard. 
Let him demand admittance there and devote 
these art treasures to ruin. If he can’t get in 
openly, let him sneak in, under plea of 
plumbing or fixing the telephone, or any way 
he likes, so as to get in. Then he may de- 
stroy perhaps a dozen canvases in a house. 
He will be arrested and punished, but a man 
of his stamp should be happy to stand mar- 
tyrdom for his cause. It should be his grea 

est pleasure possible to become a martyr. : 

would certainly be to fair-minded, sensible 
people a pleasure to witness such martyrdom. 
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Communications. 


“Our Lord God." 


Canst thou by searching find out God? canst thou find out 
the almighty unto perfection ? S f 

It is as high as heaven; what canst thou do? deeper than 
hell; what canst thou know ? (Job xi, 7, 8). 

No man has seen God at any time. If we loveone another, 
God dwelleth in us (1 John iv, 12). 

God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, 
and God in him (1 John iv, 16). 

God is light, and in him is no darkness at all (1 John i, 5). 

God is spirit; and they that worship him must worship 
him in spirit and in truth (John iv, 24). 

How unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past. 
finding out (Romans xi, 83). 

It may be considered irreverent and sacrilegious 
to want to know anything more about the “ Lord 
God" than we hav been taught, and what the most 
religions tell us. But thinking people are not satis- 
fied with much that the ancients believed was wise 
and true. The spirit of inquiry, the love of investi- 
gation, and the aspirations to know the truth cannot 
be restrained nor suppressed. Science is demanding 
proof and demonstration for ali theories, systems, 
philosophies, doctrins, and faiths. It has thoroughly 
exploded and dissipated much that has been con- 
sidered divine, sacred, and unquestionable. The 
Bible cosmology, geography, astronomy, and geology 
are gone. Its anatomy and physiology, its thera- 
peutics, psychology, are gone and going into the 

` vortex of oblivion also. It is not in the divine order, 
neither is it possible, for the mind to be arrested in 
its researches after truth. The beneficent influence 
Science is continually bringing to alleviate misery, to 
rectify wrong and add to the sum of human welfare, 
givs the motiv and thestimulus for the most thorough 
and unrestricted prosecution of inquiry. The solemn 
and reverent question, * What is God, Whence and 
Where?” can no longer escape the crucial tests of 
science, but must be submitted to the same. ordeal 
by which all minor questions are decided. Ideas of 
God hav been a vital, an awful, a solemn, and fearful 
factor in the past of human history. If we concede 
some good may hav resulted from them, we must 
admit there has been an immeasurable flood of evil. 
Error or falsehood in holy things is just as fruitful 
of wrong and suffering as mistakes elsewhere. Even 
more so, for the very divinity or sanctity of the sub- 
ject has been invoked to justify the infliction of the 
extremest undeserved cruelty. It is done in the 
name and by the purported command of God. 

The God that is made sponsor for such merciless 
barbarity must be investigated, tried, and sentenced 
before the tribunal of human justice. As civilization 
advances it is gradually improving its God. The 
God of a people generally represents its average 
intellectual and moral development. Men and na- 
tions always hav made, and will continue to make, a 
God after their own ideas. This right has been 
claimed and awarded. 

No one has a right to force his God on another. 
The justice of this toleration is the most fully ad- 
mitted and guaranteed where there is the most 
enlightenment. 

As men grow in this freedom and exercise of rights, 
they will become more indifferent about the charac- 
ter and qualities of one another’s gods, till they will 
find they can liv just as well without making or 
formulating a God. They will feel a manliness, a 
nobility, a mental and moral luxury, which those 
under the terror of a tyrant master or ruler never 
experience. “The truth will make us free,” so free 
that we will refuse to voluntarily make ourselvs 
slaves to a master, even to one which we may hav the 
choice of selecting for ourselvs, and after our own 
image. 

What do we really know of the meaning of the 
words, “Our Lord God?" Where did they come. 
from, how did they originate? They are in the pres- 
ent use of medieval or modern origin. They origi- 
nated in the barbarism of Europe, are antichrist and 
heathen. The word Lord is a title bestowed on man; 
the second, * God," is the title or name of a Saxon 
idol. Our Anglo-Saxon ancestors first began to 
mutter these sounds in their efforts to form into a 
dialect what we now call the English language. In 
that feudal period the chiefs and warriors were the 
superiors, and became the landholders; they were 
the landlords, the rulers, guides, and owners of the 
vassals. They were the lords to be feared, honored, 
and obeyed. They represented and exercised power 
and authority over the people. In this way the word 
“lord,” with our English progenitors, became the 
symbol and synonym of power, authority, govern- 
ment, and rule everywhere in their dominions, on 
earth and in heaven. So that all teachings, lessons, 
precepts, principles, and commands that were im- 
pressed, administered, or enforced upon them were 
from the lord or lords that governed among them. 


If they fancied anything was extremely good, too | 


good and pure for a common, human, earthly-lord; 
they would naturally ascribe it to a supposed super- 
human, a spiritual, or heavenly lord, which their 
imagination could in that barbaric age as well-as we 
ean: now, in a more enlightened one, originate. 
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When the Latin missionaries were sent to Britain by 
Pope Gregory I., a.p. 590, to convert the islanders to 


‘Christianity, they impressed upon them the rites, 


ordinances, and observances of the Roman Catholic 
church, and cited them to the precepts, the religion, 
and authority of Jesus; he and his teachings should 
be their “lord” and guide hereafter. These Latin 
missionaries found this word among the heathens they 
were laboring to convert, and adopted it as represent- 
ing in thought their Jesu Christi. So that in time, 
by use and association, it became established and 
written with a capital Z as the English name for 
Jesus and his teachings. Here is its origin in con- 
nection with the Christian religion, and we see the 
devices, the methods, and reasons for our Catholic 
ancestors taking it from its local earthly origin, and 


transferring it to heaven as-a title for their divinities. 


The title of the Greek divinity, Apollo, when trans- 
lated into English, is the same word, lord. 

The gods aud divinities of all religions are believed 
by their worshipers to be wiser and better than 
themsélvs. Men look to- them as the dispensers of 
light and wisdom for their government. They pray 
and appeal to them for direction and guidance. The 
names of many heathen divinities, if translated into 
our English, would be “Lord ;” and very properly 
too, because they represent the same thought that 
our English translators of the New Testament meant 
to convey to us in the word “Lord” when they. 
translated it from earth and men to heaven and a 
divinity. And because they did this, and for no 
other reason, we must pronounce it reverently, think 
of it solemnly, and worship it humbly. 

A lord; then, was originally a human ruler, master, 
director, guide; and as the term gradually became 
more universal, and in communities where the people 
had advanced in intelligence and freedom, and soci- 
ety was enabled: by its growth in civilization to 
abolish the legal relation of serf, slave, and lord, or 
servant, vassal, and lord, they still retained the word 
* lord,” and having no use for it to represent a class 
of men as teachers and controlers, they gave to it a 
more general, abstract, and indefinit application, 
Those principles and precepts, that sense of right 
and wrong, that feeling of moral obligation called 
conscience or convictions of truth, sometimes called 
in scripture “the grace of God,” the “true light,” 
the “ Christ,” all of which, so far as they became the 
guide and rule of human conduct, did the same 
thing as the lords had done, in regulating and re- 
straining the individual, performing the function of 
the lord, became the lord and were called the 
Lord. So that now, as was the case when the script- 
ures were translated, pious or religious people speak 
of the “ Lord Christ," *our Lord and savior Jesus 
Christ" and “Christ the Lord.” Very often the 
word Lord is used alone, without defining any spe- 
cific person or thing, a8 commanding, doing, direct- 
ing, or guiding ; then it represents one’s own inward 
sense as the lord or guide. Sometimes the “ Lord 
God” is used, or the “ Lord is our God.” In these ex- 
pressions the lord within us, which means simply our 
sense and judgment of what is right, just, and good, 
must be obeyed as a solemn duty, or, in other words, 
must be honored, reverenced, and worshiped. In 
regarding it in this serious light it is our “ God,” it 
is our “ Lord God,” or this inward lord is our God. 

The New Testament translators represent Jesus 
as often using the word “lord” in the original Eng- 
lish sense. In his parables he applies it to men: the 
faithful servant of the man traveling in a far coun- 
try, was addressed by his employer on his return, 
* Well done, thou good and faithful servant, enter 
thou into the joy of thy lord." He also called “a 
man that is an householder” “the lord of the vin- 
yard ;" again, * when the lord of the vinyard cometb." 
Paul and other scripture writers and translators are 
made to use it in numerous instances in its original 


proper sense, as it should be; and if its correct use ; 


had been adhered to throughout the translation, 
what a vast amount of delusion-and superstition 


could hav been avoided! Spelling the word with tke : 
capital initial Z, and urging it on tbe ignorant as the | 


name of a divinity, was doubtless done with the de- 
sign on the part of the priesthood of subjugating, 
through their fears and reverence, the minds of'the 
masses, and exercising control over them through 
these means. 

As a name of one of their idols or heathen divinities, 
the word goti—now spelled * God"——was used by 
our Saxon ancestors, in Saxony, while they were yet 
heathen barbarians and knew nothing of the Christian 
religion. These Teutons, called Angles and Saxons, 
were a better governed, a more aggressiv and war- 
like people, than the inhabitants of Britain. In their 
expeditions of conquest they invaded the islands, took 
possession, and enforced on the savage nativs their 
own habits, their ideas, language, and religion. They 
intermarried, and produced a race of descendants 


| which has since been called the Anglo Saxon race. 


The Teuton element being dominant, they succeeded 
ia establishing their faith and the worship of the 
Saxon Gott. They lived isolated in their island 
home as heathen idolaters till the Roman priesthood 
in its palmy days, with ‘the armies of the empire at 
its command, invaded the islands with a view of con- 


-brew Jehovah.: ; 


verting the nativs to the Christian faith. The mis- 
sionaries of course had to learn their language. They 
took Gott, the name of the nativ idol, and gave to it 
their own definition and character. ^ 
These Roman missionaries were themselvs. idola- 
ters, for in their own Christian land and in the ` 


imperial city of Rome itself, their churches and, am 


temples were adorned with the numerous images, 


idols, and pictures that they had captured from the . E 


temples of the heathen which their Christian armies 
'had conquered in their efforts to propagate their own 
religion. So their affection and sympathy for the 
Anglo-Saxon Gott readily accepted him as an image 
of their divinity. They could .easily bestow upon. 


-him such qualities and virtues as they fancied were -. ` 


becoming to a divinity. They could transfer to him: 
the attributes and: powers of their own adopted H 


This they did, and after centuries of perseverance 
these savagés were gradually converted to the Roman 
manner of worshiping their Gott. They adopted the 
Roman rites, ceremonies, and faith, retaining their 
Gott on which they bestowed their homage, and 
whom they honored with their religious devotions. 

Enterprise and civilization are developed by the 
mixture of blood, races, and religions. England felt 
the effect of these forces, and through the Latin 


language and literature was enabled to establish civil ~ 


government, and promote arts and letters, till the 
period arrived when they demanded a version of the 
scriptures in their own tongue. The translators, in 
changing the Latin and Greek into the crude com- 
pound tongue spoken by our Celtic ancestors, re- 
tained the names of their divinities and idols; the’ 
chief of which was Gott, which for brevity they 
spelled with a d, instead of two vs. 

Where the Anglo-Saxon is spoken, the name of 
this heathen idol has been preserved ; and those who 
worship the name giv to it a variety of qualities and 
definitions. They make it represent every degree of 
superstition, from the grossest fetichism of the bar- 
barian up to the Chaldean conception of a heavenly 
father. It was to introduce the practical, rational, 
and only true views of what men should worship 
that Jesus and Paul placed in man the residence of 
the Jehovah of the Jews which Moses brought from 
Egypt, and the heavenly father of the Chaldeans, 
whose abode was among the planets. Man was the 
temple in which he resided; the “kingdom of 
heaven" where he ruled was in man, and he, or it, 
must be worshiped there. The Lord that was to 
guide them was intelligence, wisdom, and truth. It 
must be their “ God.” 
of these ancient Greek ideas make those early teach- 
ers say, * The Lord is our God.” “Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God.” A 

How simple and real these lessons are when un- 
derstood! How easily understood when the truth 
has made the mind free enough to see them in their 
nativ simplicity ! : 

If we had not been taught to reverence the mur- 
murings and mutterings of these ancient progen- ` 
itors of our faith, above and beyond the “light and 
truth" revealed to this age, we would not adhere 
with such tenacity to words, phrases, and supersti- 
tions that can do nothing but enslave and degrade 
us, and which Jesus and Paul found in their day, 
according to the record, to be the greatest impedi- 
ments in their work of spreading that light and 
truth in the world through which alone it is possible 
it ever can be saved. i mE 

As the term “lord” belonged to the feudal ages, 
and to a limited class then, it is only by a gross per- 
version and misapplication of it from where it exclu- 
sivly belonged—to a class of men— that it was trans. 
ferred from the secular to the sacred; and going 
back in time and history a thousand years, and còn- 
ferring this title on Jesus—a title he would hav 
spurned: with an indignant rebuke if it had been 
bestowed on him while living, for he refused even to 
be called good, or the spirit that animated him—and 
in thus deifying and personifying it, we hav all: been 
led astray. The capital initial LL with which it is 
printed, and the priestly fraud of elevating it from 
man to represent a divinity, and with solemn mock- 
ery and reverent airs exciting a ghostly halo ‘of: 
supernaturalism in connection with its use as a name, , 
hav completely captured the masses to accept it with . 
a blind faith and with awe and reverence, to bestow - 
upon it a devotion as though it were all a reality. 

Must men forever worship graven, or molten, or: 
carved images? If forbidden by high authority to do: 
80, will they, with the wildest ideality and romantic: 
imagination, leave the earthly and material and im 
fancy traverse the celestial spheres in search of 
divinities, spiritual images on which to bestow their 
affectionate devotion, without any regard to the in- - 
junction of the first commandment: “ Thou shalt not. 
make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of 
anything that is in the heaven above, or in the earth - 
beneath, or in the waters?” Such is the credulity, 
the weakness and servility, of poor human nature. 

Our idolatry, if not as gross, is as real, as complete 
and unquestionable, as was ever that of the ancient 
Hebrews which Moses so emphatically condemned. 

All this and much more was discovered, and is well 


So our English translations `` 
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known, by the committees who lately revised the 

New Testament, but they had not the courage to 

reveal it to the publie. T. E. Loxesnons. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


————— 94 ———————— 
How to Get a Free Sunday. 


Tug Truta Serer is always welcome to me, 
especially its columns of news, often worth more than 
any in the daily papers. Its share in opening the 
New York museums on Sunday would alone giv it a 
claim for gratitude on every Liberal. Let me say a 
word about what is being done to emancipate Sunday 
in Massachusetts. The House of Representativs has 
passed a bill which will, it is confidently hoped, be 
accepted by the Senate, and which would certainly 
please the governor, as he called for such legislation 
in his message. There is no doubt, at all events, of 
our soon getting rid of the law forbidding all amuse- 
ments, “ except a concert of sacred music," on Satur- 
day evening ; and its repeal will be due, not to any 
special agitation, but to the universal agreement of 
our people to break it openly. I remember when the 
theaters in Boston advertised that they would giv 
plays on Saturday evening, in order to prove that 
this statute could not be enforced. That law has 
been tried and found wanting, and for this reason 
will be repealed. Thesame sentence will, in all prob- 
ability, be passed against the law prohibiting Sunday 
travel, and on the same ground. The community 
has agreed to break that law, and so the legislature 


is willing to take it away. Such a statute has to be 


turned into a dead letter before it can be repealed. 
Then, again, the rule of prohibiting labor and busi- 
ness is to be amended so as to allow us to buy milk, 
bread, newspapers, and medicin, hire horses and car- 
riages, ride in the cars, send telegrams, and do other 
things which we hav been in the habit of doing every 
Sunday, iv violation of the statute. I heard these 
points discussed in the State House. The legislators 
all agreed that, as the people did these things habit- 
ually on Sunday without interference, they ought to 


be allowed to do them legally. Getting shaved on | 


that day has of late been made somewhat difficult in 
Boston, but the general habit of the people was so 
plain that this privilege, too, will be granted formally. 
It is not in the least a question of principle, but sim- 
ply one of practice. Some opposition was made to 
permitting “the letting of yachts and boats,” bécause 
this wou!d be plainly sanctioning amusement on Sun- 
day. But even here the House of Representativs 
decided to let the people retain all the liberty they 
had already taken for themselvs. : 

All there is to regret is that we hav not done what 
we wanted to do on Sunday more boldly, aud broken 
the Sabbath more thoroughly. We can afford well 
enough to let Sunday remain a holiday, if we can be 
permitted to enjoy just as much amusement as on 
any other holiday, without having even to step over 
a dead letter.. Of course, there is the same need of 
exercise and amusement on Sunday as on any other 
day; and it is our duty to see that those who hav 
only one day of leisure get a chance to enjoy that in 
the brightest and healthiest way possible. There 
ought to be more opportunities of amusement on 
Sunday than. on any other day of the week. If the 
theater is to be open at any time, it should be then. 
That this would keep people from going to church 
is no argument against it, from our standpoint. 
There is no other demand of Liberalism so urgent as 
this. For my neighbors. to question my right to 
vote, and to tax me in support of their churches, 
hurts them more than it does me. But it does hurt 
me, and wrong me grievously, for them to prevent 
my getting a book out of a public library, or entering 
a theater, or playing cards with my neighbors. As 
for observing fast day, Thanksgiving, and Christmas, 
that is all right. The only change that could be 
made for the better would be to observe Sunday in 
the same way. We need more holidays, not fewer. 
A great change is needed in public opinion, as well 
as in the statutes. As soon as we can make Sunday 
amusement fashionable and popular, we can easily 
make it legal. After all that can de done this winter 
to improve our Sunday laws, we shall hav to keep 
the old clauses fining * whoever takes part in any 
sport, game, or play, or is present at any dancing, or 
public diversion, show, game, or entertainment, ex- 
cept a concert of sacred music, unless such game, 
sport, play, or public diversion is licensed by the 
persons or board authorized by law to grant licenses 
in such cases.” This last provision leaves, as was 
pointed out in the legislature, the key in the door of 
the play-house. That door is locked now; but it is 
easy to see how to unlock it. There is already a 
strong demand for concerts of lively music and lect- 
ures of an entertaining character. The theaters and 
halls are often open for such diversions on Sunday 
evening without interference from the police. As 
this taste grows, we shall hav dramatic readings and 
then we shall hav regular plays, first given illegally 
and finally legally. To help on this reform, it is 
important that our Sunday lecturers should take care 
to avoid the pulpit manner, as well as the puipit’s 
matter. That is the day, of all days, when we should 
take care not to be merely preaching sermons of un- 


| bors will tolerate. 


* unco’ guid” are thicker than hairs on a goat in the 


usual length. Ingersoll is & good example in this! 
respect, and many others. 


Our halls, too, ought to 
giv just as much amusement on Sundays as our neigh- 
We ought to keep just as far in 
advance of the statute and of public opinion as we 
can without getting fined too heavily. Perhaps our 
money would go as far in that way as in any other. 
I am entirely against resisting any of our laws; but I 
am willing to risk suffering under them, when that 
is the best way to reform them, according to the men 
who make them. As to what we ought to do in our 
parlors and on our lawns, to make Sunday a day of 
healthy rest for our children and our neighbors, as 
well as for ourselvs, my readers need no instruction. 
All we need is courage. F. M. Hortan. 


— 934 .9—— —-—— 
Si Slokum. 
HIS COMMENTARIES UPON SOME REMARKABLE PERSONS AND 
EVENTS OF SACRED HISTORY. 

Leaving Cain and Adah, his sister and wife, in the 
enjoyment of their honeymoon, we forge along into 
the bowels of the holy polyglot, finding the roughest 
kind of navigation—the true believer in, or whole- 
sale swallower of, the scriptural Munchausens, with his 
flat-bottomed boat, that would skim over a light dew, 
flits serenely over the shoals in a bee-line, laughing 
at crooked channels, perplexing currents, annoying 
eddies, sunken reefs, and other impediments—until 
we reach that period of time when occurred the re- 
markable rainstorm, known as the “ Flood," an un- 
calied-for piece of monstrosity on the part of the 
Lord, but which proved a field day for sharks, devil- 
fishes, and other cheerful monsters of the deep. Great 
Jones! what a picnic those monsters must hav had! 
How, like the pharisees of the early. days—and of to- 
day as well—they would hav cried out, had the 
power of speech been theirs (if snakes talked, why 
not sharks and things?): 

“Great is the Lord! He feedeth us with exceed- 
ing quantity of food of the best quality. Verily God 
is love !" 

Passing the flood epoch by a tack to windward, as 
it were, we come to the romantic story of Joseph, 
that immaculate paragon of virtue, the like of whom 
never before or since existed— well, not in this world, 
I'll bet. We read how, in the beginning of the end 
which found Joe famous and exceedingly well fixed, 


he was kidnapped by his big brothers one day and car- 


ried off and sold to the Egyptians, his brothers 
bringing home his coat; smeared with sheep's blood, 
and telling the old man Jacob, their paternal ances- 
tor, that Joe was gobbled up by a bear or other wild 
carnivorous beast, which pretty nearly broke the old 
gentleman all up. 

We read on, and find Joseph a servant in the house- 
hold of one General Potiphar, of Pharaoh’s staff; we 
read how Mrs. Potiphar was mashed on Joseph, so 
dead gone on him, in fact, that she tried her level 
best, putting forth all her arts and blandishments, 
and showing off her charms to the best advantage, to 
inveigle him into the net she had spread for him, but 
to no purpose, Joseph being charm-proof, and not to 
be led astray ; how, one day, when she had cornered 
him in a back-hallway, and he started to run away, 
she caught hold of his coat, which came off, and with 
which she, resolving to hav revenge for being 
scorned by a slave to whom she had made improper 
advances, ran screaming to her hubby, declaring 
Joseph had attempted hberties with her, showing the 
coat as proof, which was about as mean a thing to do 
as any woman of the present day would do to get the 
deadwood on the man she loves but who won't love 
baek. 

We read how Joseph was jugged, and how he was 
pardoned out by Pharaoh, on account of his inter- 
preting some queer dreams which the latter had; 
how he was made governor general of the land by 
Pharaoh; how he very shrewdly played his hand for 
all it was worth; how he at last got the old man, his 
father, and all his brothers, whom he forgave. down 
into Egypt, where they waxed strong im shekels, 
Sheep, and steers, and where all went swimmingly 
until Joseph cashed in his checks. 

This is about as romantic a story as appears in the 
polyglot, and we are led to remark that Joseph was 
a man of a million in the matter of resisting tempta- 
tion under circumstances that would hav compelled 
the surrender of the other nine hundred and ninety- 
nine thousand nine hundred and ninety-nine as 
surely as Grant compelled the surrender of Vicks- 
burg. 

In this matter Joseph stood sui generis. Men like 
him were scarcer than white blackbirds. They are to 
this day. I don't believe there is a “ Joseph” in the 
metropolis, unless he be Joseph Howard. Possibly 
he might act as Joseph of old did under like circum- 
stances, but—well, I don’t know. It is a terrible 
ordeal to subject a man to, unless his virtue is of the 
Al, copper-fastened variety. I think Joe Howard’s 
virtue is of this grade, but then I should hav doubts 
about his legs in suchacase. I am afraid his legs 
would refuse to do their office, and would not run 
away, albeit his virtue urged them to. 

If Josephs are scarce, even in these days when the 


cold season—let the “unco guid” tell it—so are not 
the Mrs. Potiphar's.' They abound on every hand, 
and go about seeking "whom they may devour, so to 
speak. The woods are full of them, and the papers 
are kept busy chronicling their questionable doings. 
Unlike the Mrs. Potiphar of old, they catch on in 
almost every instance, causing an immense deal of 
trouble, all on account of the scarcity of Josephs. 

Later on in the polyglot we come to the time when 
the Jews seceded from the realm of Egypt, and, 
600,000 strong, under the leadership of one Moses, 
set out for a promised land flowing with milk and 
honey. Pharaoh, roiled at their secession, rallied his 
boys round the flag and put out after them, chasing 
them to the boarders of the Red Sea. Here, one 
night, occurred, as alleged, the most remarkable action 
on the part of a sea ever recorded. The report un- 
blushingly tells us that the waters parted in the 
middle, like the hair of a dude, and that the Jews 
passed through the newly-opened avenue, with its 
wall of water on either hand, to the opposit shore, 
not a Jew of them all getting as much as a wet foot! 

Then the report goes on to say that Pharaoh, see- 
ing what a soft snap he had, in this new way of 
crossing a sea, pushed into the avenue with his 
hosts, and that, when his entire force was between 
the two walls of water, said walls collapsed, and 
Pharaoh and his hosts were scooped in at one fell 
swoop, as it were, by the waters returning to their level. 

This is a most remarkabie stury, or rather a story 
of a most remarkable happening, and those who be- 
lieve it, and yet scout the far less astonishing stories 
of Munchausen, must be very peculiarly constituted 
as a matter of fact. That the waters of a sea should 
divide, as stated, would seem to be too much to im- 
pose on the credulity of man. And yet they are all 
about us who profess to believe this yarn. ‘Oh, it 
was a miracle of the Lord’s,” they will tell you, and 
that settles the matter with them. Most assuredly 
would these ‘“ believers” believe that the moon was 
made of green cheese, if the book so stated, even 
though astronomy demonstrated that it was com- 
posed of material not differing greatly from that of 
our earth. Isn’t it astonishing that men, too incred- 
ulous to believe that an egg can be made to stand on 
end without breaking, unless they should see it done, 
will swallow the above sea yarn, a *hand-me-down" 
from remote antiquity, at a single gulp, as a hungry 
salmon would a tempting shiner? 

What gudgeons these mortals be, Puck might hav 
said ; but he expressed it when he said fools, on the 
principle that the greater comprehends the less. 

After long years and troublous times with his muti- 
nous crew, Moses at length went the way of all flesh, 
and one Joshua came to the front as the leader of the 
* chosen people.” It would appear that Joshua was 
a man after the Lord’s own heart, for he proved to 
be a fighter and slaughterer who couldn’t shed blood 
enough. As the waters did for Moses, so they were 
accommodating enough to do for Joshua, the river 
Jordan coming to a halt over against Jericho, the 
lower part of the river running off, allowing Joshua 
with his crowd to cross dry-footed to Jericho, where 
commenced his warlike career. And here I may say 
that Joshua was the Grant of the period. When he 
* moved on the enemy,” he got there, no matter how 
many of his own men he might slaughter, Grant 
not being the least concerned with this regard. Josh 
had more celerity in his make-up than had Ulysses, 
but then he was squarely backed by the Lord—a 
dead sure thing, and no belief, as in Grant’s case per- 
haps—and was spurred on by the Lord, who, being 
given to bloodshed, never at that time procrastinated, 
but went for the gory fluid without ado, Josh, like 
“ Barkis,” being ‘ willin'," because he knew his ally 
would see him safe through the carnage. 

The days and nights not being long enough for 
this man of “ blood and iron," Joshua—‘ the original 
Jacobs " in this line—when on the warpath he would 
command the sun and moon to stand still that he 
might hav light for the slaughter undertaken; these 
luminaries actually obeying him, if we believe the old- 
time legend, which no true Christian thinks of disbe- 
living. m 

Believing this, is there anything a Christian 
wouldn’t believe? If the book recorded that the sun 
and moon danced the can-can after Joshua’s bloody 
victories ; or that the sun was poured by the Lord 
into a pint bottle and given to Joshua that he might 
always hav light about him, the true Christian would 
suck it in as an eel would a * bob” of clams. 

O credulity, thy name is man, when posing as a 
Christian! Well, stick to your credulity and rejoice 
in it if youcan—I suppose you do. Believe with 
Talmage, the Lord's right bower, as he no doubt 
considers himself, that it is as easy to believe in God's 
omnipotence as to disbelieve, and be happy. Yes, 
scoop in and believe, and much good may it do you. 


Si Szokux. 
— 


A Scorcg general on the eve of battle made the 
following prayer: “ Blessed Laird, thou knowest fv 
weel that though we are sinners, our enemies are na 
saints; therefore if thou be na for us, be na against 
us, but stand thou at a distance and let the arm of 
flesh decide." 
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News and Notes. 


The scenery within twenty-five and thirty miles of 
San Francisco, where the railroad follows along the 
Sacramento river, is indeed fascinating. The waters 
roll away in glorious beauty, and the undulating 
banks, rising into gentle and changing declivities, 
shine with mantles of delicious green, besprent with 
flowers of crimson and gold, azure, and purple, 
radiating like immense jewels in the sparkling verdure. 
Forthe first time this season I saw the wonderful 
green of the rain-beat sod of New England that flows 
upon the senses almost like music, it is so deep and 
lustrous, of which southern California cannot boast, 
with all its brilliance of climate, for this vivid color is 
the gift of many showers that constantly bathe the 
soil, and with mingling sunlight giv the fields their 
richest radiance. The great ships, the mighty 
wharves, the bustle of life, were various indications of 
approach to the metropolis of the Pacific shore. Just 
about sunset I arrive at Oakland, and meet my 
good pioneer friend, A. H. Schow, and go to his 
pleasant home, comfortable and sociable. Here is 
where our world-wandering pilgrim, D. M. Bennett, 
as related in his book, sojourned for awhile amid the 
delightful scenes of this prosperous land. Like him, I 
found Mr. and Mrs. Schow cordial companions, who 
do allthat is possible for the entertainment of the 
Secular soldier, and who themselvs are in the front 
ranks of the long line of battle. It was by the 
energy and perseverance of Mr. Schow that there 
were lectures at Oakland, for this is one of the least 
promising places, together with San Francisco, that 1 
hav yet visited. It is hard to rally the Liberals. 
They are so immersed in the multitudinous affairs of 
business and attractions of every sort that it takes & 
pretty strong magnet to get them out to Liberal 
lectures, and 80 I work in hopes of a brighter future. 
Desultory effort will not accomplish any result. This 
can be reached only by long-continued and organized 
labor. Mr. Schow has the genuin Scandinavian 
pluck, and he won't giv in so long as there isa 
chance, and by his generous aid I hav had a chance to 
do something for the advancement of Liberal 
fraternity. 

Saturday evening my genial host and myself went 
over to the big city, the wonderful city, where the 
orient and the occident mingle in such picturesque 
array. Over the ferry we go, four miles wide, in the 
palatial boats, that seem like floating hotels in their 
splendor and comfort, and we come to the many- 
hilled city, whose blazing ramparts stretch away 
against the vast horizon, with a thousand lamps that 
seem to mingle with the stars. We plunge into the 
sea of activity that ceases not until three o'clock in 
the morning. Early to bed with the San Franciscans 
is in the “small hours” after midnight. These im- 
petuous people cannot stop until the glowing round 
meets the morning’s circling fire. We went to the 
Palace Hotel, where, if one has plenty of money, he 
can liv in a paradise of beauty. One might imagin 
that he had Aladdin’s lamp, so glorious is the wealth 

and gorgeousness that is revealed as one traverses 
these glittering corridors. Beautiful pictures, roofs, 
walls, and marble and tessellated floors make one for- 
get that thereis anything in this world but happiness 
and luxury. I like to see it, 1 must confess, this 
splendid, brilliant world of animation, where the top 
of life appears in such bewildering magnificence. 
After all, cannot this glad panorama be the picture of 
what will be, not for the few, but for everybody, in the 
“ good time coming?’ I believe in making all human 
life a Palace Hotel. Why not? Richness, beauty, 
grace, art, luster, luxury—are not these blessings, and 
should not everyman and woman hava taste of them, 
and be like the gods? J am glad that Eve ate that 
apple and put this tremendous desire into the heart 
of every one of her children, to rival heaven in the 
glory of their earthly dominion. We went to the 
Baldwin, the Lick, and other elegant caravansaries 
where the golden key opens to merry feast and royal 
bed. Then we came across our friend, H. W. Faust, 
whose energy has pushed the campaign in San Fran- 
cisco spite of many discouragements. He had his 
big telescope out, for the moon was riding. through 
the sky in silvery majesty, and we took a look at the 
shining orb, and seemed to draw it almost to earth as 
we gazed into the mouth of its ragged, glimmering 
volcanoes, and could almost see its streets and houses, 
if it had any. However, I came to the conclusion 
that there was no Palace Hotel up there, and the 
“man in the moon” has to take his trips “ afoot and 
alone,” without any accommodations from outsiders. 
I don’t think I will extend my pilgrimage to that cold 
and uncanny region. Afterward we went through 
Chinatown, and spent an hour or so in viewing the 
grotesque panorama of this oriental scene; and I 
didn’t feel as if I was in very dangerous company. 
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The Chinese are a good-natured folk. They don’t 
quarrel. They get drunk and gamble ina very placid 
manner, a8 if they were half asleep. They make and 
lose with cheerful quietude. The Chinese are a 
happy people. They goin for pleasure. Their re- 
ligious ceremonies are very much like those of the 
Christians. The priest gets all the fat things, just 
like our own. Theology is the same the world over. 
The Chinese go in for bright, nice-looking gods. 
They hav one in the custom-house now so extensivly 
decorated that the officials hav called it a * work of 
art" Itis too handsomely ornamented with gold and 
silk to be a real god, and so Uncle Sam feels called 
upon to charge duties, which is evidently unfair, for 
other deities can hav all the regalia they wish. Why 
shouldn’t the Chinese god be allowed to put on style 
likewise? The * visible" god certainly ought to be 
permitted as much fashion and splendor as the “ in: 
visible" one. Uncle Sam should treat all alike and 
let the god come in duty free, tinsel and all. 


Chinamen like elegance as well as we. They like 
fine furniture and splendid adornments. They won't 
liv on rats when they can get chickens. They don't 


horde money. They spend lavishly, like Americans, 
and go infor a good time. Their New Year's is a 
much more splendid and jolly oceasion than with us. 
They devote a whole week to it. They send to China 
and get all sorts of beautiful things, dresses, orna- 
ments, confectionery, etc. They like good confec- 
tionery, and know how to make it. They like fire- 
works, and go in for a heap of noise. Their music is 
a marvelous affair. I don't understand it, but it 
rattles away for dear life with infinit hilarity. Every 
Chinaman is bound to get & new suit of clothes on 
New Year's, no matter what the cost, and to liv on 
turkey and sweet-meats for seven days, at least. 
The Chinese are perfectly generous, they are always 
ready to treat. They giv away things, especially to 
those they like, with wonderful prodigality. They 
are a careless, jovial people. They are industrious— 
they work—but when they get through work they 
play. They save money, and they spend it too. 
They like this world, and when they can bav luxury 
they hav it with the alacrity of ourselvs. They liv in 
a picturesque world. There is wealth and poverty. 
There is dirt, but also refinement and cleanliness, as 
in our own cities. ‘There is intelligence and igno- 
rance among them. Human nature is the same as 
with us, and has the same variety of expression 
They are & working, economical, gay-hearted, pleas- 
ure-loving, and contented people. Giv the devil his 
due. If we must pitch this Jonah overboard in order 
to save the ship of state, giv him a fair epitaph, for 
he deserves it. If he has bad qualities, he has also 
good qualities; and when the balance is struck I 
guess he will hav a pretty good credit account. 

Sunday evening I lectured at Oakland to an audi- 
ence of one hundred and fifty. I hope for more next 
Sunday, and so be able to report progress. I lect- 
ured in San Francisco on Monday to about one hun- 
dred, and on Tuesday to the same number. On 
Wednesday, however, we had double. I don't 
take any credit to myself for the increase. We 
had an added attraction in the shape of an orthodox 
crank, an English gentleman, a graduate of one of 
the universities, and in many respects an educated 
man, but wofully at sea in regard to Freethought. 
He rose in quite an excited manner after the close of 
my lecture on Tuesday evening, and wanted an hour 
in which to reply. We told him it was impossible to 
grant that length of time. Finally he subsided toa 
ten-minute speech. But when I replied to him he 
again became excited and demanded another oppor- 
tunity. 

In order to hav as much fair play as possible, we 
arranged to giv this man half of the next evening if 
he would pay half the expenses. To this he agreed, 
and so the battle came off, and a pretty good number 
were present. I spoke for half an hour, and then he 
made answer to my lecture, “The New Heaven and 
Earth" For an hour he plunged into all sorts of 
metaphysics. He quoted from Spencer and Har- 
rison on the religious questions, in blissful ignorance 
that these writers were at sword's points in regard to 
the very matter he was endeavoring to elucidate. He 
quoted them both as in favor of Theism, while all 
that Herbert Spencer affirms, and all that anybody 
can affirm, according to his philosophy, is an “infinit 
energy.” I hav no quarrel with the man who asserts 
that, but an “infinit energy” is one thing, and a 
* personal God" is an entirely different thing, and 
especially the ** God of the Bible," concerning whose 
existence there is not a particle of evidence ; and if we 
did prove his existence, it would be the existence ofa 
“ devil,’ and not a "God." This illustrates the in- 
congruous and mixed reasoning of my opponent. 
However, we had an interesting time, and a number 
of Christians were present to listen to our argument, 
and I think an interest has been aroused that will 
make our closing lectures better attended. But 
when it came to the settling of the bills, our Christian 
friend was not willing to pay his share. Evidently 
he thought he had not got his money's worth. Of 
course we would not quarrel with him, and let him 
off on his own terms. That’s the way with Christians 
—they want us to pay all the bills, while they do the 


talking. I doubt if our English friend ever puts in 
another appearance. 
satisfied. Still, he gave us & good chance to ex- 
press Secular philosophy to those who, without this 
debate, would not hav heard it at all, and small favors 
are thankfully received. Discussion is always wel- 
come. 

I lecture in Oakland next Sunday evening, and in 
San Francisco Monday and Wednesday evenings, and 
I shall hav more to say about my work and acquaint- 
ance here in my next * News and Notes.” I hav 
found some royal good friends—few, but with the 
noble spirit of Liberalism—and I shall write of them 
hereafter. This is a most difficult field, but I hope 
on, hope ever, and the favorable outlook elsewhere 
givs me courage to maintain this position spite of all 
disappointments. 

I eame up the beautiful bay yesterday. I went 
past the Golden Gates, glistering in the evening sun. 
The waters were gleaming in the brilliant light, and 
the encircling hills and scattered isles were glowing 
beneath the effulgent sky. Then I came up the de- 
lightful Sonoma valley, with its cultivated land, and 
lovely dwelling-houses, amid stately foliage. Sonoma 
is the oldest town in northern California, built in the 
Spanish fashion, with a plaza in the center. It is 
somewhat dull; the tide of business does not rush 
here, It is a retired spot, but pleasantly situated, 
with the bay on one side and the mountains on the 
other. I gave the first Freethought lecture here last 
evening, to an audience that nearly filled the hall. I 
lecture again to-night, and hope for a larger number, 
but the rain is gently pouring—much needed indeed 
by the parched lands—especially to the south. It 
bears within its bosom millions of wealth to this 
state. So I am willing it should come, even if it 
spoils the attendance for this evening, for thousands 
of acres of wheat would perish but for these wide- 
spreading showers whose drops are jewels indeed for 
the dusty earth. : 

I am at the house of T. H. Cheney, five miles away 
from the village, in the heart of the hills, overlooking 
in the sunshine the distant bay and the bright valley. 
Here I am restful, and take the opportunity to write 
these notes while the rain and mists descend and the 
hills look life shadowy forms. Mr. Cheney and his 
wife and father are stanch Liberals, and I am in the 
atmosphere of Freethought. The little girl, Irene, 
and her dolls also make a good Secular assembly and 
giv cheer to this world. "The doll of the little girl I 
uke, but the doll of the theologian I do detest. 

I hope to lecture in Petaluma next week, and meet 
my good friends Philip Cowen, W. H. Pepper, and 
others. I expect to be there Tuesday, Thursday, 
and Friday. -I shall be at San José April 17th and 
24th; at Ukiah—with a thirty-mile stage ride—April 
26th, 27th, 28th, and 29th. I sball be at Stockton 
May Ist and 8th; and at Napa City May 3d 4th, 
and 5th. I shall be at Sacramento May 15th and 
22d. I had the pleasure of meeting Mr. N. D. Good- 
ell, our worker there, at San Francisco. I am going 
to Oregon by way of Chico, Yreka, etc., and expect 
to be in Ashland, Talent, Salem, Silverton, Portland, 
Victoria, Port Townsend, and then Eastward by way 
of Baker City, Emmettsville, etc. I want friends to 
be on the look-out and keep the secretary at work. 
The more done the better. SauvEL P. Purnam. 

Sonoma, Cal., April 8, 1887. 


M 999 ———— 
The Liberal Club. 


The reporter did not reach the hall of the Liberal 
Club on the occasion of its 343d regular meeting in 
season to enjoy the Chair's opening remarks, which 
are always worth going a good way to hear; but he 
got there soon enough to affix his signature to a peti- 
tion urging President Wakeman to reconsider his 
determination to resign. It was a rainy evening, 
which had not prevented a fair audience from assem- 
bling. Mr. Cohen, in a new spring overcoat that 
testified to his general prosperity, sat by the secre- 
tary’s table, and other persons of distinction occupied 
seats in different parts of the hall. 

The five-cent piece which the writer gave to Treas- 
urer Morris as the regular price of admission—bar- 
ring ladies and Presbyterians, who are welcomed free 
—did not giv him the benefit of the first part of the 
lecture by Mr. McMahon on the “Illusions of Legis- 
lation.” Mr. McMahon had already begun, and was 
hammering away lustily at what he called his prelim- 
inary episode. The lecture was a protest against 


various fanciful pieces of legislation, among them 


Prohibition and high license laws. The lecturer did 
not think these were calculated to aid the cause of 
temperance, which must be the result of moral sua- 
sion and a general diffusion of information as to the 
deleterious effect of firewater upon the human stom- 
ach. Education had already abolished, among the 
ministers and agriculturists of New England, the 
habitual use of rum which prevailed fifty years ago. 
In Ireland the Catholic church has so discouraged 
intemperance that the Irish people are practically ab- 
stemious. Mr. McMahon followed this assertion 
with the remark that if human law could make men 
virtuous in a day, it could do what the preaching of 
God’s word and law has failed to do in nineteen 


He did not seem to be at all - 
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centuries. The sale of beer Sunday afternoons 
should be permitted for the benefit of our foreign 
population. 

Another illusion, said the speaker, is our way of 
dealing with corporations. Perpetual franchises 
should not be granted. because the state could not 
afford to alienate its property, and create corpora- 
tions which, though having no souls, would liv for- 
ever. Land grants are also illusions. On this sub- 
ject the speaker became very energetic, and prophe- 
sied reform or revolution, and gave the desk amighty 
thump, which aroused the somnolent audience to the 
point of applauding. Finding that was the kind of 
prophecy that took best, Mr. McMahon repeated it 
at intervals during the remainder of his discourse. 

Civil service reform was another illusion and hum- 
bug. Under it the farmer's son had no chance 
beside the college graduate. Nevertheless, if war 
broke out, no compétitiv. examination was resorted 
to to find out whether he could defend the flag; 
and when the war was over he could not fill any 
offise under the government which his valor had pre- 
.served. This, Mr. McMahon believed, would serve 
to discourage patriotism. George Washington could 
not hav passed a civil service examination, for he was 
deficient in grammar; Horace Greeley wrote a bad 
hand and would hav been rejected; Daniel Webster 
could not spell. The next iilusion is laws for the 
collection of debts, the repeal of which would bring 
business nearer a C.O.D. basis, and kill off the 
dead-beats of commerce. The close of Mr. MeMa- 
hon's address was vociferously cheered. 

The Chair said: “ Our business is now the discus- 
sion of this interesting and instructiv lecture. The 
floor is open, members of the club having preference 
in speeches of ten minutes." 

Dr. Foote, Jr., proposed that Mr. Cohen should 
speak. No resistance was offered, and Mr. Cohen 
went forward. Mr. Cohen at once attacked the lect- 
urer's statement that the Irish people were abstemi- 
ous. From observations which he had made, Mr. 
Cohen was prepared to afürm that the Irish people 
hav more affection for a demijohn than the average 
American citizen. Mr. Cohen's forte asa speaker is 
discussing economic questions, and he likes to turn 
the drift in that direction. His method of getting 
upon his favorit theme may be of value to other 
speakers. Says he, “I understand the gentleman to 
hav said this or that. Am I right?” If the speaker 
assents, the way for the favorit speech is opened at 
once. If he denies having said anything of the kind, 
the critic may reply, “ Then I will say nothing upon 
that point; otherwise I should hav said ”—then pro- 
ceed with the favorit speech as in the former instance. 
Mr. Cohen stated that he was & resident of Washing- 
ton, where he had been able to effect many good re- 
sults by giving legal advice to judges of the supreme 
court.and others who solicited his opinion upon im- 
portant matters. 

Following, Dr. Kinget pointed out that laws which 
conflicted with the law of supply and demand would 
be fruitless. 

Herr Moses Oppenheimer, who, report says, has 
recently been seen upon the street wearing a high 
hat, was the next speaker. He looked better than 
usual and spoke as well. In his country all restrictiv 
laws had been utter failures. Only laws which come 
from the people can be a success. Before Herr 
Oppenheimer came to America he was a candidate 
for the German parliament. 

Colonel Hinton gave a bewildering series of statis- 
tics to show that all strikes had benefited the strik- 
ers: The colonel will lecture at the next meeting on 
“John Brown and His Men,” of whom the colonel 
himself was one. 

Captain Clark was present, but said nothing, an 
example which was followed by several others who 
are able on occasion to make good speeches. To all 
who speak we offer thanks, and tender an ovation; 
but still the man who can but don't excites our ad- 
miration. 

a 
Existence. 


As is to be expected, there is to be found in Tur 
Truru Srrxrr much which savors of the neophytie 
views of nature and of man, and this condition is in 
the necessary evolution from immaturity to maturity, 
as from the acorn to the mighty oak. This is to 
be expected in nature and in art, as well as in phi- 
losophy. 

Still, as a starting-point, we must not forget the 
self-evident, and I would recommend to some of the 
correspondents of Taz Trurs Srrxer that existence 
is that self-evident starting-point; and, as some of 
your correspondents seem unable to find the being 
who is called by the name of God, I would suggest 
the above word, “ existence,” as denoting the starting- 
point of search, and would quote herein from Thomas 
Paine, whom the New York World has recently dis- 
‘covered to be a very religious man. He answers the 
Bible interrogation, * Canst thou by searching find 
out God?” in the afirmativ. “ Yes,” says he, 
“because, in the first place, I kuow I did not 
make myself, and yet I hav an existence, and by 
searching into the nature of other things I find that 


no other thing could make itself, and yet millions of 
other things exist. Therefore it is that I know, by 
positiv conclusion resulting from this search, that 
there is a power superior to all these things, and that 


Dakota, and shall therefore be greatly obliged to our Liberal 
friends if they will write me soon, at 302 State st., Chicago, 
Illinois. 


J. E. Remssure delivered his first lecture, entitled ** Sab- 


power is God." 

And from the same standpoint, existence ; and, in 
obediencs to the rule, “seek and ye shall find,” our 
author discourses as follows, viz: “I trouble not 
myself about the manner of future existence. I 
content myself with believing, even to positiv con 
viction, that the power that gave me existence is able 
to continue it in any form and manner he pleases, 
either with or without this body, and it appears 
more probable to me that I shall continue to exist 
hereafter than that I should hav had an existence, as 
I now hav, before that existence began.” Also 
herein a very ancient document says existence is one 
of the titles of deity—I am that l am! 

Livs through all life, extends through all extent, 
Spreads undivided. operates unspent, 

Breathes in our soul. informs our moral part, 
As full, as perfect, in a hair as heart; 

As full, as perfect, in vile man that mourns 

As the rapt seraph that adores and burns. 


1n him no high, no low, no great, no small ; 
He fills, he bounds, connects, and equals all. 


bath. Breaking,” before a fairly good audience at Kenesson's 
Opera House on Wednesday evening. He is a very clear, 
forcible speaker, and created a favorable impression on his 
hearers. His oratory is characterized by moderation and 
£ood sense, and is entirely free from the rodomontade so 
common among a certain class sailing under the samecolors. 
He shows a spirit of fairness and evident sincerity of pur- 
pose which commands respect, even though it does not carry 
conviction. It is such men as Remsburg that those who 
oppose his views must fortify against.— Cedar Vale ( Kan.) 
Star. 


WEDNESDAY, April 18th, was the 144th anniversary of the 
birth of Thomas Jefferson. The day passed unnoticed by the 
rest of the world, but not by the Society of Humanity, which 
in its parlors at 28 Lafayette Place held services commem- 
orativ of the event. This society, so far as it goes, repre- 
sents Liberalism with its good clothes on. It does not claim 
to be wholly philosophical, like the Liberal Club, and its 
cards of invitation say nothing about '* full dress for gentle- 
men," as is the case with the Ninetcenth Century Club; 
nevertheless, its members hav a reflectiv turn sometimes, and 
they can appear in swallowtails and patent leathers when 


I would recommend to some of your correspond- 
ents a greater culture of the esthetic element. 
Socrates said that the prosaic nearly destroyed his 


‘vision, and came to the conclusion, when he over- 


came the neophytic view of things, that * the soul 
was modeled after the eternal idea of the true, the 
good, and the beautiful.” 

Paine cultivated the astronomic in order to elevate 
his vision, and this is well. Now, we are all astron- 
omers—star-gazers—and we all daily consult that 
most wonderful book, the almanac. And, I would 
inquire, what is the most wonderful fact in this most 
wonderful book? Is it not that we are the denizens 
of two worlds, the known and the unknown, of the 
visible and the invisible universe, and that an inter- 
change and conversion is constantly taking place be- 
tween these? 

Take the objectiv fact, for instance, now univer- 
sally recognized as true, that the world is bounded 
and surrounded by an infinitly luminiferous, mag. 
netic, and electric medium provisionally called ether, 
and that this wonderful medium, as a vehicle of 
energy (and an invisible vehicle, too), consumes all 
the light and heat which is radiated by the suns into 
space, independent of that which enters into and is 
absorbed by the atmosphere of the different planets. 

Verily it is true that the things in the heavens and 
upon earth are wonderful, wonderful, wonderful. In 
comparison with these our little systems are very 
small, indeed ; still, in the process of the suns, these 
hav their day—they hav their day and cease to be! 

Abington, Pa. Davin Newrort. 

—— —— — ——-9—4»———— ——— —— 
Lectures and Meetings. 


On April 24th the Rev. S. Miller Hageman and Mr. T. B. 
Wakeman will debate the subject ‘‘ Which is Best for the 
World—Christianity or Science?” The debate will take 
place at Phoenix Hall, No. 118 South Eighth street, Brooklyn, 
N. Y., at 8 o'clock. 


Mus. H..8. LAKE speaks at New Haven, Conn., April 24th; 
at the First Spiritual Temple, Boston, May ist, 8th, 15th, 
22d, and 29th; she is reóngaged at Bridgeport, Conn., for 
June 5th, 12th, 19th, and 26th. Her services may be secured 
for week-evening lectures and camp-meetings. Address 123 
West Concord street, Boston. 


E. H. Heywoop writes: ‘Dear Mr. Macdonald, please say 
that the seventeenth annual convention of the American 
Labor Reform League meets at 141 Eighth street, New York, 
Sunday, May ist, at 10:30 a.m. and 2:30 P.M. R. W. Hume, 
Col. Henry Beeny, Cynthia Leonard, Dr. C. S. Weeks, E. H. 
Hey wood, and other speakers expected.” 


W. F. Jamizson is called to Neligh, Neb., to giv a course of 
lectures. Ose lecture will be, ** The True Story about Thomas 
Paine.” He will soon enter upon his summer vacation 
among the Colorado mountains, but before doing so would 
like to deliver his lecture on Thomas Paine in twelve or fif. 
teen different towns. Address him at once, Denver, Col. 


Caries Warts visited New York last week to see his 
wife safely embarked for England. Sunday, the 17th, he 
lectured for Friendship League of Philadelphia. He reports 
good success in the lecture field, and bright prospects for his 
paper. He proposes to convert Canada from her supersti- 
tion, and will settle permanently in Toronto upon the return 
of his wife, who will bring his family with her. 


W. 8. Brut. has recently had a debate with a Campbellite 
minister, the Rev. J. T. Purvis. at Mt. Vernon, Ind., on the 
divine origin of the Bible. The discussion was held in the 
court-house, and from the beginning to its close drew large 
audiences. The debate continued three days, and created a 
great deal of excitement in that little sleepy town on the 
banks of the sleepy Obio river. Mr. Bell thus outlines his 
coming work: “In June I shall go to Dakota to lect- 
ure, and will take in the following towns and others pro- 
vided I hear from our Liberal friends there in time to make 
the necessary arrangements before leaving Chicago. I intend 
to visit Sioux Falls, Salem, Mitchell, Chamberlin, Kimball, 
Wessington Springs, Huron. Iroquois, De Smet, Manchester, 
Brookings, Big Stone, and Eaton. I shall not hav much 
time to make arrangements for lectures after getting to 


occasion demands. 
makes nativ worth and liberality the test of membership. 
The cultivation of the social side of Freethought is at pres- 


At the same time it is democratic, and 


ent its chief aim. It has this year celebrated the birthdays of 
three of the fathers of the republic, namely, Paine, Washing- 
ton, and Jefferson, and would hav honored that of Franklin 
on the 17th in the same way if it had not come so close to 
Jefferson’s. The Jefferson celebration was a very enjoyable 
affair. Counsellor F. C. Leubuscher, one of the trustees, did 
what presiding was necessary. Mr. Magnus Gross, Jr., who 
serves humanity in the best way all the week as vice-principal 
of a public school, read a thoughtful essay upon the political 
services of Jefferson; and Mr. Edward King considered the 
scientific and religious value of Jeffersonian principles. Be- 
fore, between, and following the addresses, Miss Weissmantle, 
Miss Leubuscher, Miss O'Reilly, and Miss McCarthy per- 
formed upon the piano or gave recitations, and Mr. Homan 
read & poem which he confessed to having written himself. 
The society, though it may as yet be said to be young and 
struggling, prides itself somewhat upon the musical and 
dramatic talent which it is able to present, and rejoices not a 
little in the possession of a new piano. This instrument has 
been photographed, and a picture of it will be found in 
Decker & Son's advertisment in this paper. 1t isa handsome 
piece of workmanship, and strikes the eye very favorably, 
but, as every good piano should, it appeals principally to the 
ear, and all agree that it could not be excelled for the money. 
Still, the members had to go down pretty deep into their 
pockets to get it. After the literary and musical exercises, 
the floor was cleared for dancing. The ladies put aside their 
wraps, and looked so attractiv it is feared that notions of 
Jefferson and his principlesof religious and political economy 
for the time being became somewhat indistinct. Philosopher 
King appeared to hav lost sight altogether of his work as an 
exponent of the synthetic value of science and humanity to be 
substituted for an effete theology, and devoted himself with 
enthusiasm to acquiring an experimental knowledge of the 
evolutionary developments of the Saratoga lanciers. He ex- 
pressed the belief that in executing this figure the dancers 
passed by reversion from a definit and coherent heterogeneity 
toa state of indefinit and incoherent differentiation. Mr. 
King will endeavor to classify the varied aspects of these 
phenomena by the synthesizing process elaborated and illus- 
trated with diagrams in the ‘‘ Epitome of the Positiv Philos- 
ophy.” The celebration of Jefferson's birthday was extended 
into the small hours of April 14th. 
+ +2. 
An English Opinion of The Truth Seeker Annual, 
From Saltadin’s Secular Review. 

The Annuar published regularly in connection with our 
New York contemporary, THz Truru SEEKER, has just 
reached us. The ANNUAL Contains a remarkably good calen- 
dar for the present year, giving as honorable a distinction to 
great “ Infidel ” events and the births and deaths of notable 
heretics as a calendar drawn up under gospel-shop auspices 
givs to Palm Sunday and to such gushing notables as Isaac 
Watts and C.H Spurgeon. On turning to the month of 
April we find that Edward Gibbon, Mary Wolstonecraft, 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, Herbert Spencer, and U. 8. Grant 
were each and all born on the 27th of that month. "There is 
an excellent review of Freethought in the United States dur- 
ing the past year, and & lengthy and carefully compiled pa- 
per showing the attitude of the Sunday, oath, and blasphemy 
laws in the different states of the Union. The indefatigable 
Samuel P. Putnam (when does he find time to overtake all 
his work ?—are there twenty-six hours in his day?) contrib- 
utes a paper on ** The American Secular Union," of which he 
is the hard-working and self-denying secretary; and the 
witty and wise Si Slokum of Tug Trora Seeger is responsi- 
ble for a paper entitled * The Parson.” The ''get-up" is 
exceedingly good, and there are a number of artistically exe- 
cuted engravings. quite interesting in themselvs, but with 


little or no relevancy to the text. 
——— 9-9 9———————— 


Tur Roman Catholic Z'reeman!'s Journal says that '* Prot- 
estantism has been imposed by forre on every country where 
it prevails.” Well, there is something in that, after all. 
Everyone knows how England was made Protestant in relig- 
ious principle; Germany had many religious wars in 
Luthers day and since; and the Puritan majority of this 
country made it uncomfortable for Catholics whenever they 
could. But then, unless history is all askew, the Catholics 
hav done some forcing too. 
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Communications. 


Expelled for Heresy. 


When the secretary of the American Secular Union 
began his tour last winter, he went direct from this 
city to Martinsburg, West Virginia, where Louis 
Wolfes, a substantial citizen of that town, had made 
arrangements for two public lectures. Mr. Putnam 
was much pleased with the place, and for two even- 
ings in Feller’s Hall, and one evening in Mr. Bohda’s 
parlors, entertained the Freethinkers and instructed 
the Christians of Martinsburg. “I could not find a 
better place than Martinsburg for the beginning of 
my lectures," wrote the enthusiastic secretary. ‘The 
work accomplished has done great good. It has 
stirred the community wonderfully.” But how won- 
derfully, Mr. Putnam could not then foresee. 

The lectures were delivered in the early part of 
last January, and for several weeks little was talked 
of among the Christians but the audacity of the Free- 
thinkers of the town in engaging a lecturer who rep- 
resented their own principles and voiced their own 
sentiments. Mr. Louis Wolfes was considered the 
head and front of the offending, and though he could 
not be burnt at the stake, nor drawn and quartered, 
nor even successfully boycotted, the Christians were 
determined that something should be done to him. 
Mr. Wolfes at that time was a member in good 
standing of the Hall of Tuscarora lodge, No. 24, 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and several of 
his Christian enemies also were members. In Feb 
ruary Mr. Wolfes received the following official com- 
munication upon the secretary of the lodge: 


ManriNSBURG, W. Va., Feb. 12, 1887. 

L. Worrzs, Esq., Dear Brother: As secretary of Tusca- 
rora Lodge I am directed to notify you to appear before an 
investigating committee Thursday evening, 7:30 o’clock, to 
answer Charges as set forth in specifications herein inclosed. 

Yours in F., L., and T., S. L. Dopp, Sec. 
OHARGES AND SPEOIFIOATIONS. ` 

Learning that Brother L. Wolfes, a member of this lodge, 
has been encouraging one Mr. Putnam, an avowed Atheist, 
by contributing money and passing his hat for others, and 
that said Brother Wolfes has declared that he is not ** a be- 
liever in a supreme being, the creator and preserver of the 
universe,” therefore I prefer charges against Brother L. 
Wolfes as set forth in the following specifications : 

1. That Brother L. Wolfes is an avowed Atheist, or holds 
such belief as is not recognized by our order.. 

2. That he is, or has been, instrumental in diffusing doc- 
trin other than that recognized by our order, viz., **a be- 
liever in a supreme being, the creator and preserver of the 
universe." S. L. Dopp, Secretary. 


Mr. Wolfes sent this reply: 


ManriNsBURG, W. Va., Feb. 16, 1887. 

To THE OrriogRs AND MEMBERS OF Tuscarora Lonas, No. 
24.1. O. O. F., Brethren: I am in receipt of your commun- 
ication of the 12th inst. alleging certain charges and specifi- 
cations as to my encouraging one Mr. Putnam, an avowed 
Atheist, and in reply will say I don’t recognize any authority 
from any one to dictate to me what I think and believe is 
right according to the prompting of my conscience. I 
furthermore will state that it is now thirty-four years since I 
joined the order. I did not join for God’s sake, but for 
humanity’s sake, to do good to my fellow brethren, and if 
you had. told me and made me understand then, or at that 
time, that I was compelled to believe in Jehovah, I possibly 
would not hav joined. When I say Jehovah I mean the God 
that walked in the Garden of Eden some time ago, and 
talked to Adam and his lady; and, also, thirty-four years 
ago, when I joined, I was not familiar with the Euglish 
language; had I been I might hav saved some money. 

So far as Mr. Putnam’s lecture is concerned, I claim that I 
hav just as much right to hear a Freethought lecture as to 
go to hear an orthodox lecture, because the laws of the land 
separate the church and state, and I, as a citizen of the 
United States, hav the right to propagate my ideas just as 
much as you hav yours, so far as they do not conflict with 
any of the established laws of the state. i 

I don’t write this in defense of my belief, neither do I re- 
gret what I hav done. I believe I hav done some good by 
my connection with the order to my brethren generally. I 
ask no reward for anything 1 hav done. 

In conclusion, if you think your inquisitiv questions will 
come in concert or harmony with the principle of friendship, 
love, and truth by depriving me and my family of the bene- 
fits of a member in good standing, then you can do what you 
cannot leave undone. 

As you might want a positiv answer as to a supreme 
being, I can only say that I don't know. 
` Yours respectfully in friendship and truth. 

Lours Worrzs. 


When Mr. Wolfes appeared before the examining 
committee, February 17th, he was questioned as to 
his views, and the secretary of the lodge makes the 
following report of the inquisition: 


ManriNSBURG, West Va., Feb. 17, 1887. 
The following queries were put to Bro. L. Wolfes by the 
examining committee, and his answers are appended : 


QUESTIONS PROPOUNDED UNDER SPEOIFIOATION FIRST. 

1. Question. Do you believe there is such a being as God? 
Answer. I don't know. 
" 2. Q. Do you believe there isa supreme being? A. I don't 

now. K 

3. Q. Do you believe the universe is controled by a su- 
preme being? A. I don't know. 

4. Q What rule the universe? A. Matter and force. 

5. Q. Do you believe matter and force created the uni- 
verse? A. It always existed. 

§. Q. Do you believe in a supreme being, the creator and 
preserver of the universe? A. I don’t. know. 

7. Q. Do you believe in a personal God? A. No, 


UNDER SPECIFICATION SEOOND, THE FOLLOWING. 


1. Question. Do you know Mr. Putnam, the lecturer? 
Answer. I do. 


2. Q. How long hav you known him? A. Only since he 
came. 

3. Q. Did you know he was going to lecture here, and how 
long had you known it? A. Three weeks before he wrote 
me, and asked me to strike some advertising bills, which I 

id. 

4. Q. Did Mr. Putnam visit your house? How often? 
A. Two or three times. 

5. Q. How often did he lecture in Martinsburg? A. 
Twice. ` 

6. Q. How often did you hear him? A. Twice. 

7. Q. Did he lecture at Mr. Bohda's house? A. Yes; I 
heard him three times with this. 

8. Q. Were you present at Mr. Bohda's? A. Yes. 

9. Q. What was the doctrin he taught? A. Universal 
Menta! Liberty. 

10. Q. Do you believe the Bible? A. I believe the his- 
torical part so far as is consistent with my conscience. I 
don't believe in a cruel God. 

11. Q. Did you contribute money for Mr. Putnam's sup- 
port? A. Certainly. 

12. Q Did you ask others to do so? A. I tried. 

18. Q. Are there any publications that do teach your doc- 
trins? A. Boston /nvestigator, TRUTH SEEKER, Preethinkers’ 
Manazine. . : 

14. Q. What do you call Mr. Putnam’s doctrin, or has it a 
name? A. American Secular Union, to separate church and 
state. 

15. Q. What do you understand by ''supreme being?" 
A. I don't know; it's unknowable, always was. 

16. Q. What becomes of a man after death? 
all I know. 

Dear Sirs: It was the answers to the above questions. and 
your written statement that formed the basis for the com-. 
mittee's report, and they recommended expulsion, which 
report was received, and at & subsequent meeting, held 
March 12, 1887, the case was formally taken up and discussed 
in your presence. which upon ballot resulted in your expul- 
sion. Very truly, 8. L. Dopp, Sec. 

As a result of this inquisition, Mr. Wolfe’s was 
served with the annexed notice: 

: MartinsBurG, West Va., Feb. 26, 1887. 

L. Worrzs, Dear Brother: At a meeting of Tuscarora 
Lodge held Saturday nigkt, Feb. 19th, the committee report- 
ed unfavorably on investigation of charges against you. 

The following is a copy of minutes as recorded : 

** Report of investigation committee of the charges against 
Brother L. Wolfe was read, and on motion it was laid on the 
table for two weeks.” 

You can see by the above that it will be taken up next 
Saturday night, March 5th, when you would better appear, 
and if possible hav some one represent you as counsel. 

Very truly, 8. L. Dopp, Sec. 


Before the lodge, when asked to defend himself, 
Mr. Wolfes said : 

Ihav nothing to say in my defense, because I did not do 
anything wrong. But while I hav the opportunity, I would 
warn all, and particularly you brother Odd Fellows, to think 
before you act, that in the way you are driving, to persecute 
man for opinion's sake, you would land where the poor 
peasant farmer was four hundred years ago, who carried 
some sticks of wood to the stake to make the fire a little hot- 
ter for the hcretic, in order to please his God. Now, breth- 
ren, I know that you do not want to barn me at the stake, 
and thereby you can see that the world has got better, and so 
ha7 you, and that in spite of Christianity. But if you keep 
on in this way, you will surely land where that poor farmer 
was four hundred years ago. 

It appears from your action that the secret societies of to- 
day hav taken up the practice of the church under the rules 
of Philip I. of Spain, although you profess to liv in a country 
which guarantees to every man, woman, and child political 
and religious liberty, and so I maintain that a free man should 
hav a free mind, and not be afraid to speak it. 

Louis Worrzs. 

Mr. Wolfes was then expelled, as appears by the 
letter written to him subsequently, but appended by 
the secretary of the lodge to the list of questions. 


— e 
Mrs. Colman’s Reminiscences. 


At a place in Ohio, so near Virginia that you could 
almost hear the chains rattle, we found one of the 
Union churches, and a good Abolitionist family in 
comfortable condition to entertain us. We made our 
appointments, and with our friends proceeded to the 
house— full attendance, but very turbulent. The 
minister, who was a resident and used the house when 
it was not engaged to other parties, was, I think, a 
Presbyterian, and not very outrageous in his lan- 
guage. He was an old man (age does not always 
enjoy & fight), but we could feel that there were to 
be demonstrations of hostility. "The meeting.house 
was surrounded on three sides by a large cornfield, 
and western corn grows very tall. Mr. Foss, who 
was then at work with me, said to me: “ The rioters 
are in that cornfield, and will throw their missils, 
whatever they are, from behind those high stalks. If 
by good management we can get by that field before 
they are aware that we hav left the house, we shall 
escape their blows.” Mr. Foss was a large man, and 
very strong. I was a little woman then, not weigh- 
ing more than a child of twelve years. While our 
friends were busy trying to defend us by their words 
(the house was lighted by a few candles), we quietly 
slipped out. My friend took me upon his hip, and 
ran past the corn, and we were out of sight. But as 
the crowd came out, we could plainly hear the hur- 
rah, and “Here they come!” shouted. Then the 
eggs were thrown in great abundance. The poor old 
minister was covered with the vile-smelling things, 
which were intended for us. Our friends, supposing 
we were in the house, prolonged their stay, waiting 
for us, and so they escaped the anointing, and the 
rioters were completely foiled. We were not always 
so fortunate. Not very far from this place we had a 
somewhat similar triumph. The rioters were too 
| pious to profane their church, and so made their 


A. Ashes, 


attack on us at the house where we were entertained. 
The weather was mild, and the door leading to the 
street was open. I had been sitting exactly opposit 
the open door, but feeling a little cold, I had just 
placed my chair a little back of the door, when there 
came a shower of eggs that made the air thick for a 
time, but not one hit me or Mr. Foss. But our host, 
their townsman, was completely covered. The fol- 
lowing day was the state election. Our host appeared 
at the polls with his garb all besmeared, telling his 
fellow-citizens what it cost in our reputedly free 
country to-maintain free speech. 

Ohio was at this time very pro-slavery, notwith- 
standing it had an Oberlin College where colored 
students were received equally with white ones. It 
was in Ohio where the Margaret Garner tragedy 
occurred. Margaret, being pursued by her master 
and overtaken, was put upon a steamer to be returned 
to slavery. Finding there was no escape, she threw 
her child into the river, but was prevented from 
throwing herself by the “ bloodhounds” of law. 
Mr. Salmon P. Chase was at that time. governor of 
Ohio, and the Abolitionists tried very hard to hav 
him make a requisition on the governor of the state 
to which the slave, Margaret Garner, belonged, for 
her, as the murderer of her child, but he refused. I 
do not remember what excuse he made. He was 
never a brave man, but very ambitious. He might 
hav saved the slave by making the requisition, but 
he would hav lost some popularity. Ina town in 
Ohio which was blessed with a school where Meth- 
odist ministers were manufactured, we found an 
opening for a series of meetings. There was in the 
same town which held the school one of the Union 
houses, and a few men and women who did not be- 
lieve in slavery sent us an invitation to come, provid- 
ing us with a home while we should stay. As soon 
as it was known that the friends of the slave were in 
the region, the president of the school and the pro- 
fessors immediately opened a-four days’ meeting, oc- 
cupying the house, with three or four sessions a day. 
I was in no hurry, and so concluded to stay and 
attend the meeting. I was not a welcome visitor, but 
I enjoyed the meeting. God was often informed of my 
presence, and told of my hostility to him and his 
earthly church, and the people were informed repeat- 
edly that the Methodist church North had cut itself. 
entirely loose from all connection with slavery. The 
meeting held its four days, and still the Abolitionist 
was there. Neither threats nor prayers had any 
effect upon my stay. I went to hold a meeting to 
plead for those who were not allowed to plead their 
own cause, and I could afford to wait their time. 
Another day was added to the four, and still another. 
The people were getting weary, and finally the pres- 
ident of the school announced that the next session 
would close up the series. The people in this closing 
meeting were urged to pay no attention to any meet- 
ing that should be called by me, saying that the 
attendance on such a meeting would call for action 
and perhaps excommunication from the church. At 
last the blessing was pronounced, and on the instant 
I arose and said I would now open another pro- 
tracted meeting; I could not say whether it would 
continue four days or twice four, but that it would 
hold long enough to giv me time to prove the false- 
hood of the assertions we had heard made. The 
minister interrupted me by begging the audience to 
disperse, commanding those of the school. Most of 
the people left, but they stopped at the door, looked 
in at the windows, and at last curiosity triumphed. 
They all came back, and the minister with them. I 
stepped to the front of the platform and said to the 
president of the school, * Will you do me the favor 
to lend me your church Disciplin a few minutes?" 
* No, I will not," said he, *and I make the request 
that no one in the house lend the woman one" I 
said, “I will not hurt the book. I should think any- 
one would grant such a small favor.” But not one - 
of them dared to do it. We talk about Roman Cath- . 
olic popes! I hav seen popes—alas that it is so!— 
even among Freethinkers. After I had tried my 
powers of persuasion awhile, with no success, I drew 
from my pocket a new church Disciplin, and, holding 
it up, said: “I hav been acquainted with Methodist 
Christians some time, and, judging you from what I 
hav seen in others, I expected to be refused the use 
of the book, and so obtained one. If any one of you 
thinks it is not a bona fide Disciplin, I will let you 
examin it; but you must first swear that you will 
not injure it, but return it to me. I can’t afford to 
send to New York for another copy.” I wish I could 
paint for you the expression of the faces of those 
Christians. They knew that by that book I would 
prove false all their assertions concerning non-com- 
plicity with slavery. The Methodist church North did 
not leave the church South; it was the church South 
that left the North, and the North begged them 
not to leave, and some of their conferences did remain 
with them. At that time, according to the record of 
their own book, there were more than three hundred 
thousand slaves owned by members of the Methodist 
church North. Lucy N. Cotman. 
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Kansas “Law” and Justice. 


Frend Macponatp: Referring to your editorial in 
Tus Truts Seeker of March 26th, entitled, “The 
-Kansas Supreme Court Decision in the Walker Case," 
permit me to say: l. You say that we (Walker and 
Harman) “are willing to be married legally if the 

ceremony can be of their [our] own choosing.” 
There was no question of willingness about it. We 
could hav nothing to say concerning it. Continuous 
living. together constitutes marriage in many of the 
states, when it comes to the questions of “bastardy,” 
“legitimacy,” “ bigamy,” and inheritance. We simply 
demanded, when prosecuted, that we should hav the 
protection of the law, since our living together made 
us amenable to the penalties and subject to the re- 
sponsibilities imposed by the law. The decision of 
the Supreme Court, as well as the special opinion of 
Chief-Justice Horton, indicates clearly that. “ words 
of present assent” constitute legal marriage, in the 
view of Kansas jurists, although they try to dodge 
the fact by claiming that that issue was not “ directly 
drawn in question.” 

Then, in brief, we did not wish to be legally mar- 
ried, but the fact of living together made us husband 
and wife i» the eyes of the law, and we simply de- 
manded that we should hav the rights, as we could 


not escape the legal responsibilities, of that estate. 


It is right here that our Anarchistic brethren claim 
that we tripped, but facts and logic impregnably sup- 
portus. ` 

2. Yousay: “The contracting parties first intended 
-to assume the relation in such a manner that if either 


felt dissatisfied they could separate without resorting 


to the divorce courts.” 

. A mistake; we knew that we could separate at any 
time without resorting to any court, and we also 

knew that if we, either of us, should liv with another 

person of the opposit sex without having a legal 

. divorce, we should be amenable to the laws against 


ny bigamy," and that whether.we were married legally 


. or. by assent only. . 

. 9. Again, you say: “When this contract was 
found to be a county-jail affair, they claimed their 
‘common-law right to marry by a simple contract.” 

- . 77 We knew that it was possible to make it “a county- 
x jail affair,” should anyone choose to prosecute, al- 
;« though at common law it was marriage, and we were 
. not. legally free to divorce ourselvs. We were not 
blind to what religious bigotry and provincial preju- 
dice could accomplish, and I wish to say right here 
I never 
was hopeful of a favorable outcome, as Mr. Harman 


>. will bear witness, although he was much more 


sanguin. An electiv judiciary is not likely to regard 
constitutional rights or natural justice when public 
Opinion is largely against the accused. Again you say: 
“4. “Hav the people of Kansas a right to make 
rules governing their own conduct, and to enforce 
' them? Under the Constitution of the United States 
they undoubtedly hav. If they choose to make mar- 
riage a matter of public record, they can do it'as 
. legally as they can make the transfer of real estate a 
. matter of public record.” 
` . From a constitutional standpoint, which seems to 
` be your point. of view, the people of Kansas hav no 
right to make rules which conflict with the rights of 
conscience. And all laws should be general in their 
nature. They should respect the conscientious con- 
. Victions of all or of none. The marriage laws of 


Kansas exempt the Quakers from the operation of 


the statute under which we, as Autonomists, are 

severely punished. We may not be so numerous as 

the Quakers, but I am not aware that numbers hav 
' .anything to do with the rights of conscience. But, 
leaving the Constitution to one side for a moment, I 
contend that the “rules” which the people of Kansas 
or any other state may adopt must not trench upon 
the reserved rights of the citizen. What the indi- 
vidual may “rightfully enact” against the lives and 
property and liberties of other individuals, the aggre- 
gate of individuals may enact. No more. I hav yet 
io meet the first man who will claim it as his personal 
right to send Lillian Harman and myself.to prison 
: for our failure to pay Aim a fee for a piece of paper 
giving us permission to occupy the same house or 
room. What he has not the right to do he cannot 
' authorize any collectivity todo. I cannot admit that 
' the people of any state hav the unlimited right to 
^ “make rules governing their own conduct,” if by this 
is meant the right of the actual or caucus majority 
to impose these rules upon the minority. To admit 
this asserted right is to admit the righteousness of 
the Sunday laws and of all the other religious class 
rules of which we, Mr. Editor, as Secularists, com- 
' plain. But you will say that these rules violate the 
‘rights of conscience. Certainly, but not more cer- 
:-tainly than do these marriage rules. The Sunday 

&nd blasphemy statutes violate your righis of con- 

Science and mine, but they are not felt by those who 

think the state has the right to make such rules. 
These marriage rules violate my rights of conscience, 
‘but’ do not interfere with those who hold that the 
State has the right to make such rules. It is the 
minority whose rights of conscience need protection, 

not thé majority. : 


‘argument to justify our imprisonment. 


You hav said that the people of Kansas hav the 
same right to make these rules regarding the record- 
ing of marriages that they hav “ to make the transfer 
of real estate a matterof public record." When they 
shall make the failure to record a deed a jail offense 
there will be a force in your illustration that it en- 
tirely lacks at present. If a man fails to hav the 


:deed to his farm recorded, he is not liable to arrest 


and indefinit imprisonment. His title is imperfect, 
and in case of dispute as to the ownership of the land 
by his heirs or others, the title must be quieted be- 
fore undisputed possession can be entered upon. 
But his failure to record is not made a crime or mis- 
demeanor, so far as I am aware. And is a woman a 
piece of property, title to whom must be quieted be- 
fore the second or other subsequent possession can 
own in peace? But you will say, There aré the rights 
of others, of the children; marriage is made a matter 
of record for their benefit. But is not this equally 
true in case of land titles? And yet the failure of 
the father or prospectiv father to record the deed of 
his land is not made a misdemeanor or felony. It 
seems that the desire to provide for the future of 
their children is held to be sufficient motiv, aside 
from self-interest, to induce parents to guard their 
property in all ways possible. And to guard the 
rights of prospectiv children is the object of these 
wise lawmakers and adjudicators, so we are told now, 


‘but this, of course, is only a strained interpretation 


of the statute, the last resort of judges lacking other 
If the argu- 
ment be valid, there is no possible excuse for the 
exemption of the Quakers. And how about the 
Mennonites? But for the purpose of protection of 
rights of offspring, the registration of births is much 
more sensible and effectual. 

I shall not ask your valuable space now, Mr. Ed- 
itor, to show how. very inadequate are all these 
so-called precautions for securing the rights of chil- 
dren. Suffice it to say that an increasingly large 
number of thoughtful men and women, earnest hu- 
manitarians, are satisfied that these “safeguards” 
constitute a very insignificant factor in the problem, 
and that liberty in this, as in all other departments 
of human life, will carry with it the needed respon- 
sibility. 

You conclude by saying: “ Whether the Kansas 
law is wise or foolish is a question of opinion. A be- 
liever in the supremacy of society over the individual 
will say that it is good. Those who contend that the 
individual's rights are superior to society's will con- 
demn it." ; . 

When I turn to my scrap-book and there scan four 
intensely graphic pen-pictures from the hand of Eu- 


"gene Macdonald, in which he most graphically tells 


us of the crimes committed by society upon the indi- 
vidual, and read his terse summing up of the whole 
question in the words, “ The consensus of the com- 
petent is the Inquisition," I cannot doubt which side 
you will take. I am sure that the Eugene Macdonald 
who wrote these words will agree with me that the 
individual's rights are good against any claim of 
society; in other words, that under a proper adjust- 
ment of human relations society will make no claims 
which conflict with the rights of the individual. 

On April 4th we paid costs and left the Oskaloosa 
jail. In so doing, we in no way or degree acknowl- 
edged the assumed right of the state to pry into our 
private relations, and we were the victims of robbery 
in that we were compelled to yield our earnings to 
those who had given nothing in return therefor. We 
were held by a power possessing greater physical 
force than our own, a power which: does not cognize 


arguments addressed to the intellectual, moral, and 


humane faculties of man, and so we paid a ransom 
for our liberty. MM Pte 

We came out because the precipitation of this con- 
flict upon the postal question has shifted the line of 
battle, the defense of liberty of expression being par- 
amount to all other issues. M. and G, Harman had 
been arrested for the alleged mailing of a certain 
copy of Lucifer, and I knew that: there was a war- 
rant out for me for the same alleged: “offense.” Un- 
der these circumstances, every day hereafter we 
remained in jail was a day lost from activ work. Be- 
sides this, we felt that the crime of our imprison- 
ment brought no shame to the hearts of our perse- 
cutors. They were content to pay for our board so 
long as they could thereby keep our pens inactiv. 
We should hav been out some weeks sooner had out- 
side conditions been different. 

The accursed church-state monster has separated 
us, has murdered our happiness, but it has not made 
us love or respect it, and it cannot. Weare pledged by 
our sufferings and our devotion to liberty and justice 
to do all that we can through all the years of our iso- 
lated lives to destroy it. . . E. C. WALKER. 

Topeka, Kan., April 6, 1887. 

SO HO 
What Beecher Preached. 

In his sermon, “Development Through Pain,” 
Sunday morning, July 4, 1880, speaking of the 
mythological fall Beecher said: ` : 

‘Now we hav -read in book and catechism, and we hav 
heard told in sermon and essay that the race was created up- 


right. The race never was created upright. There never 
was such a gigantic lie told since the world was created. If 
you admit the historic verity of Adam and Eve, which T do 
not; if you admit this was other than & parable (or fable); 
in the days when as yet the light of the decrees of God was 
not revealed ; before men had come to any knowledgeof God 
as in the whole creation, round about us and in us; in the 
childhood of thought on the subject, it may not be strange 
that men held such views. But that they should go on bold- 
ing them now in the manhood of human reasoning is most 
pitiful and confounding. I do not helieve that the world has 
been other than what God meant that it should be. I do 
not believe that he turned it out first an imperfect piece of 
work which afterward he had to tinker and tinker all the 
way down through history. I do not believe that he created 
men upright, that they dodged and got away from him and 
fell. That he had to take up some compromise between 
premises and law, training and restoration; that he went 
down through thousands of years as a miserable botch work- 
man, and then puttied his work and painted it and plastered 
it forever after. It is not worthy of God and it is not worthy 
of the world that he made. 

I do not hold to the theory of the atonement as it has 
been held. You will ask me, perhaps, sarcastically, which 
theory. I hav at home the statement of twenty well-defined 
and full-fledged theories of the atonement. And one might 
very sensibly ask which of these. I hold to this, that the 
divine nature, because it is divine, broods over the whole hu- 
man family everywhere; and that the innermost tendency of 
God's. administration is to stimulate men to rise from the 
lower to the highest state. [The angels say, Amen.] These 
being disposed of, the mythological devil. who has been 
used, like a sheriff, to make men pay, fell off, asa tadpole or 
pollywog loses its tail when it has no further use for it. 


There is much more of the same sort in this 
inspired sermon, that has led men from the worship 
of mythology to lives of love to all. 

With the eternal frost that fell upon his familiar 
face came the eternal spring of love and admiration 
into the hearts of his countrymen. Great indeed 
must be the pulsations of that heart whose sudden 
stoppage arrests the attention of an entire commu- 
nity. Rabbi, priest, rector, revivalist, and Rationalist 
met for once in a common sentiment of respect, each 
carrying an amaranth of honest tribute. 

How much better men an honest religion develops ! 
The antiquated thelogy of a savage race tends to de- 
velop hatred and distrust among men. Let us hav 
none of it. G. F. Lewis. 

18 Lafayette Place, New York, April 10, 1887. 

pa A A — ——— —— 


Professor Fiske's Fling. 


Professor Fiske, of Cambridge College, has been 
held in considerable honor among Freethinkers as a 
man of advanced ideas for one who is a trainer in the 
ranks of misty conservatism. But while he was 
chastising theologians, he has stultified himself by 
giving Atheists a stab. E 

The professor says: 

lf there exists & personal ereator of the universe, who is 
infinitly intelligent and powerful, he cannot be infinitly good. 
If, on the other hand, he is infinit in goodness, then he must 
be lamentably finite in power and intelligence. Theology 
cannot reconcile the fact of the existence of evil with the 
hypothesis of the infinit power and benevolence of & personal 
deity. . If goodness and intelligence are ascribed to 
deity, it must be such goodness and intelligence as we hav 
some knowledge of as manifest in humanity. Theologians, 
in order to reconcile their ideas of deity with the teachings 
of science, resort to the most illogical methods, and thus 
drive earnest seekers after truth into Atheism." 

The points that Professor Fiske has made are pre- 
cisely those that Atheists hav always insisted upon. 
The method he has used in stating his theses looks as 
though he had been taking lessons from Bradlaugh. 
If Professor Fiske is not himself an Atheist, then he 
must believe in a much abbreviated deity. Indeed, 
there cannot be much left of his God but the heels 
and ears. After having shown at length that theol- 
ogy is incompatible with common sense, what can he 
mean by “ driving into Atheism ?” 

Atheism is the logical conclusion of every attempt 
at reasoning upon theology, and having come to that 
conclusion himself, why should Professor Fiske not 
either hold his peace, or else own the name that his 
principles entitle him to? 

What if the inadequate and contradictory methods 
of theologians do drive people into Atheism? 
Since he has shown it to be impossible for theologi- 
ans to do otherwise, what would he ask of them? 
After himself having figured it out that & respectable 
God is impossible, what can Professor Fiske want of 
any other possible sort of a deity? A weak deity, a 
fool deity, a base deity, surely Professor Fiske can 
not desire for himself, and must we suppose that he 
wants the belief in an impotent and disreputable 
deity reverenced by others ? 

Professor Fiske, and all who speak like him, say 
too much, not to say more. It is time to quit soph- 
istries, to stop saying and unsaying. Being and not 
being is getting played out. If youthink Atheism is 
so awful, then do not lead up to it by an argument 
that admits of no other conclusion ; and if Atheism is 
the conclusion of science, then say so, or do not pre- 
tend to be the exponent of science. The Christian 
scientist of every stripe sits on two stools, and his 
supports are hourly separating. Professor Fiske and 
all his ilk hav soon to choose which seat they will 
abide by, or they will suddenly find themselvs com- 
pletely Noored. Yours for consistency, 

Joux Prescorr GUILY, 

National Soldiers Home, Va, 
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Historical Statements. 


In his St. Patrick’s day speech the Rev. Dr. 
McGlynn made the following statement: 

“The people to whom St. Patrick preached were living 
under a just and equitable system of laws evolved by the 
wisdom of their seers and sages, and inherited largely from 
the earliest days of the human family, when certain great 
self-evident principles came into practice as a matter of 
course. The Irish people were living under what are known 
as the Brehon laws, in fraternity and equality. The masses 
were not oppressed by classes; they all were equally entitled 
to God's bounties; the land of the people belonged to all; no 
privileged man could forever fence in the land and exclude 
the rest of his brethren; mien possessed land only as tenants 
of the community, giving a fair equivalent to the commun- 
ity, and under such equitable conditions as were prescribed 
by the community." . 


The New York Sun ealls this a “remarkable his- 
toric error," and, after a thorough consideration of 
the matter, quotes authority as follows : 


** Tn ancient Ireland private land holding was the marked 
and significant feature. ‘From such individual ownership,’ 
says Dr. Sigerson, ‘seven classes derived the dignity of their 
grades of nobility.’ The mensal or office lands were for the 
support of the office and the supply of the table of the chief. 
‘The masses were oppressed by the classes.’ ‘The land 
noble kept a portion of his land as demesne land. This he 
had cultivated by laborers or villeins of three kinds who pos- 
sessed no political rights. The other portion of his land was 
distributed. among two classes of tenants.’ One of these 
classes, called free tenants, rendered to the land noble mili- 
tary service an annual tribute, ‘ helped him to bear the bur- 
den of the tribe '—that is, pay his taxes—‘paid his mulcta, 
and fines, and ransomed him or any of his family who might 
be taken as hostages.’ The other tenants were known as 
‘base,’ and their state was still more abject; while below 
them were still other grades of workers whose condition, 
political and civil, was essentially that of serfdom. Compen- 
sation for improvements was allowed on yearly tenancies 
Security of tenure was recognized under certain circum. 
stances; and under certain circumstances rents could not be 
capriciously raised. But individual ownership, was the rule. 
the classes did oppress the masses; there was ‘no fraternity 
and equality.’ ” 

“ There was nothing in the ancient laws of .Ireland.differ- 
ing materially from the ancient laws of other Aryan nations. 
Historical investigation of the origin of institutions has settled 
that beyond doubt. The researches of philologists establish 
it quite as distinctly as the labors of legal antiquaries.” 

Doubtless upon the points touched the Sun is cor- 
reet, and Dr. McGlynn is wrong. It is well known 
that priests sometimes diverge from the straight line 
of historical accuracy. Ireland has been for centuries 
an unfortunate country, the object of alms and com- 
miseration. Overburdened with Catholicism, and 
ridden by Catholic priests, she could be nothing else. 
This is more than half admitted by Dr. McGlynn in 
the following assertion from the same address: 

* The miseries of the Irish people, apart from certain 
faults of their own, are largely shown in history to be due to 
their inalienable fidelity to what they. believe to be the high- 
est religious truth, and to certain patriotic and economic 
principles which they know to be irue—that God gave to no 
nation the right to enslave another, that God gave to no indi- 
vidual man the right to enslave his brother." 


The truth contained in the first half of the forego- 


ing sentence has been made familiar to readers of 
Tur Trura Sezxer, though what Dr. McGlynn calls 
the “highest religious truth,” being the dogmas of 
the Catholic church, would be better described as the 
lowest religious superstition. Concerning Irish fidel- 
ity to political hber. the Sun again contradicts the 
priest : 

** It is unfortunately true that, in more moden times, when 
the race which, contrary to Dr. McGlynn, has suffered noth- 
ing by its fidelity to this principle, had a splendid opportu- 
nity to apply it toward another race, also the victim of a 
Stronger power, they failed to make any remarkable applica- 
tion of it.” 

So far truth is with the newspaper, but when the 
editor makes the next assertion he is plainly and in- 
exeusably in error. Says the Sun: 

** Tt is quite true that God gave to no nation, to no man, 
the right to enslave another." 

It is maintained by Christians that the Bible is the 
word of God, and it is difficult to see how Dr. 
McGlynn and the Sun can maintain their position in 
the face of the plain teaching of that book. In 
Leviticus, twenty-fifth chapter, verses 44-46, we find 
this commandment: 

‘ Both thy bondmen and thy bondmaids, which thou shalt 
hav, shall be of the heathen that are round about you; of 
them shall ye buy bondmen and bondmaids. Moreover, of 
the children of the strangers that do sojourn among you; of 
them shall ye buy, and of their families that are with you, 
which they beget in your land; and they shall be your pos- 
session. And ye shall take them as an inheritance for your 
children after you, to inherit them for a possession; they 
shall be your bondmen forever.” 

Again, Ex. xxi, 2-4: 

“Tf thou buy a Hebrew servant, six years he shall serve, 
and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. If he 
came in by himself, he shall go out by himself; if he were 
married, then his wife shall go out with him. If his master 
hav given him a wife, and she hav borne him sons or 
daughters, the wife and her children shall be her master’s, 
and he shall go out by himself.” 

And again, Ex. xxi, 5, 6: 

“ And if the servant shall plainly say, I love my master, 
my wife, and my children, I will not go out free, then his 
master shall bring him unto the judges; he shall also bring 
him unto the door, or unto the door-post; and his master 
shall bore his ears through with an awl, and he shall serve 
him forever.” 

Of course God did not giv one man, or one nation, 
the right to enslave another, because no god, if there 
were one, could hav the power to confer such a right; 
but it is plain that the Hebrew lawgiver not only per- 
mitted but commanded the Jews to hold slaves. It 
is only a few years ago that it was discovered that 
slavery was not & divine institution, and many former 
slaveholders are still unconvinced. 

We do not see that historical accuracy has been 
materially promoted by the Sun, which, while it de- 
tects Dr. McGlynn in an apparent fabrication, itself 
falls into an error just as gross. It is better to be 
accurate even on the subject of religion. 

a 
Society and the Individual. 

There is very little in Mr. Walker’s letter upon 
Kansas law and justice to which we care to take ex- 
ception. What Mr. Walker and Miss Harman 
intended by their course, we are willing to allow, he 
has & better chance to be informed of than the Ed- 
itor of Tue Trura Szexer. We put the matter as it 
seemed to us, and perhaps it would hav been wiser 
to qualify the. statement by that word. But Mr. 
Walker shifts his ground when he claims the 
rights of Quakers. His opposition to recording his 
marriage we understood to be because he denied 
in toto the right of the state to hav anything what 
ever to say about his relations to Miss Harman 
When he claims that he should be protected in his 
conscience as are the Quakers, he admits the exist- 
ence and authority of the state, and is not a con- 
sistent Anarchist. That, however, is his business, 
not ours. In the realm of belief, theory, or any 
mental exercise, a man has a right to claim and hold 
any opinion he chooses, and be as inconsistent as the 
Protestant church. Not only must everyone hay the 
unquestioned right to think righé, but also the right 
to think wrong. The right to hold an opinion, to 
utter an opinion, to publish an opinion, must be, as 
many of the state constitutions put it, forever guar- 
anteed. And further, everyone has the natural 
right to act as he or she pleases, unless the action 
invades some other person’ sright. These two prop- 
ositions hav become axioms among logical reformers. 

Actions, therefore, are all that law can rightfully 
cognize, and ‘society derives its just authority to 


.make rules from the fact that a good many people 


desire to so act that other people are thereby de- 


prived of their natural rights to act. In truth, we 
may say that a majority of the human race would 
infringe upon others if not restrained. If every man 
were left to protect himself, he would build a castle, 
hire retainers, and . we should hav feudal times over 
again, with serfs, vassals, slaves—and robbers known 

as “lords.” For one, we recognize as right the fun- 
damental rules, or the Constitution, upon which our 
government rests. It is because tyrannous church- 
men disobey this Constitution, and enact laws that 
violate its spirit, that we protest. Sunday laws and 
other religious legislation are plain violations of the 
Constitution, because they recognize a religion. And 
they violate, too, the natural right of every man to 
think as he pleases, and to not be obliged to help pay 
the bills of those who hav their thinking done for 
them. 

As for recording marriages, some states require it; 
some do not. But if Mr. Walker admits the right of 
Kansas to require records of real estate transfers, he 
must admit its right to also require a record of 
other transactions; those requiring record being, 
of course, the transactions which affect the affairs 
of others besides the parties directly interested. 
Granted that the state has the right to make a rule, 
it has an equal right to enforce it. That & penalty is 
inflicted in one case and not in another has nothing 
to do with the right to make therule or to enforce it. 

The personal argument used by Mr. Walker in his 
eighth paragraph is fallacious. He must admit that 
a person has a right to protect himself, and not only 
to protect himself and his property, but to protect 
himself against having to pay taxes to support other. 
people's children. If every one were left to do this 
for himself, we should, as we hav said, hav feudal 
times again upon us. Instead, man delegates this 
right, which he naturally possesses, to some one 
chosen by himself and others like him, and he says 
to a woman, “ Here, if you are going to get married, 
just record the name of your husband, so we may 
know whom to look to for the. children’s support. 
Experience demonstrates that your marriage may 
affect the pocket of every person who pays taxes, and 
we hav a natural right to protect ourselvs against 
the possibility.” And this is a wise precaution. If 
the authorities of this state could only get hold of 
the fathers of the pauper children it supports and 
make them care for their offspring, the churches 
would hav a less substantial fulerum for their thiev- 
ing lever which pries open the state treasury. In 
the case of an honest man a record is not necessary. 
He will fulfil all his honorable obligations without 
the law. But there are too many dishonest men in 
the world—men who if they could marry and conceal 
their obligation would do so—to make it safe to re- 
peal all laws ; and, as Mr. Walker very justly observes, 
“all laws should be general in their nature." We 
thoroughly agree with his protest against exempting 
Quakers from the operation of the law. 

Mr. Walker cites an article that we wrote some 
years ago, and says, “I am sure that the Eugene 
Macdonald who wrote these words will agree with 
me that the individual’s rights are good against any 
claim of society; in other words, that under a proper 
adjustment of human relations society will make no 
claims which conflict with the rights of the individ- 
ual.” Mr. Walker is right. Under a proper adjust- 
ment of human relations there. will be no need of 
laws. If the world were so far along in its evolu- 
tion that every one were honest, charitable to others, 
and exactly just, laws would be unnecessary. The 
individuals rights are good against any claim of 
Society so long as the individual does not invade 
others’ rights. But just where that line can be 
drawn no one knows. The line is here to-day 
and there to-morrow. It moves just as fast as 
progress moves, just as fast as civilization civilizes, 
just as fast as man becomes honest and tolerant. 
The line is different in different states of society, 
different in every community—in almost every. 
family. No man is so poor, so lonely, so isolated 
that his actions do not affect some one, and none can 
be so great that he is not bound to consider the 
effect of his actions upon others. The “ consensus 
of the competent" is an arrogant claim of bigoted 
intellect or intolerant sentiment, and Mr. Walker 
may well snap his fingers in the faces of those who 
set ib up, and ask them if they hav from some 
almighty a certificate of their ever vane 
perfect man in this world is scarce. 
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“The Saturday Half-Holiday and the Museums. 


The Christian at Work says: 


“Tf those who are so persistently advocating the opening 
of museums and libraries are really sincere in their efforts 
to benefit the working classes, they can show their sincerity 
by cultivating the virtue of patience ; and they will only hav 
to do so for a few weeks. The Senate has just passed a bill 
making Saturday afternoon a legal half-holiday. It will pass 
the Assembly soon. Then the excuse that the workingman 
cannot Visit the museums and libraries in the afternoon will 
fall to the. ground. The. fact is, this approaching half- 
holiday law—soon, we trust, to be extended so as to make 
the entire day a holiday—will do away with many of the 
pleas which hav gone up for Sunday recreation. The move- 
ment unfortunately comes late—after Sunday excursions hav 
been established and hav found their palliation in the con- 
finement to their work and their unlovely tenements of half 
a.million.of our people for six days in the week. Is it any 
wonder that under such circumstances they should long for 
green fields, smiling skies, and the fresh sea breezes? But 
as to museums and libraries, which aré not yet opened on 
Sunday, let us bide a wee. That Saturday half-holiday law 
will be here with the June breezes; and surely the laborer, 
the citizen, the clerk, whoever he may be and whatever his 
calling, can wait till then for a privilege which, extended 
now, will only be at the cost to other employees of that very 
Suhday labor which he so stoutly rejects for himself. The 
Golden Rule comes in with added force here; and it would 
be well if those who insist upon Sunday opening of museums 
and libraries would giv it à personal trial." . 

' Such talk as this is simply rot. The Saturday 
half-holiday will not afford the benefits claimed, for 
the reason that the workers will not be afforded suf- 
ficient time by it to visit the museums. The muse- 
ums are far up-town, the workers ‘are down-town. 
When the mechanic has reached his home, cleaned 
and clothed himself, made the usual Saturday prep- 
arations for Sunday (now perforce made in the even- 
ing), he will find no time remaining for travel to Cen- 
tral Park. But if he could go, his wife could not, 
for her household duties keep her confined and busy 
long into the evening. Sunday morning the family 
is ready for its pleasuring, the trip to Central Park 
is made, and then it is that the museums should be 
open. 

The Saturday half-holiday is a beneficent measure 
that should speedily become a law ; and it probably 
will, because the bank officials who defeated it last 
year hay apparently made up their great minds that it 
is bound to come sooner or later, and this year is as 
good as any. The leisure it will afford is necessary 
for the proper preparation for Sunday, which is the 
holiday enjoyed by nearly everybody. Let us hav the 
Saturday half-holiday, the museums and libraries open 
on Sundays, and then make the most of them. Pleas- 
ure and happiness are none too plenty in this world, 
and should be scattered with lavish hand by all who 
can in any way control them. 

—— 9$ 49———————— 


The Case of Mr. Louis Wolfes. 


The expulsion of Louis Wolfes from a lodge of 

Odd Fellows, reported in another column, presents 
some curious aspects. The primary object of the 
Odd Fellows is benevolence—“ to visit the sick, 
relieve the distressed, bury the dead, and educate the 
orphan.” Their motto is, “ Friendship, Love, and 
Truth.” They profess to seek “to improve and ele- 
vate the character of man, imbue him with proper 
conceptions of his capabilities for good, enlighten his 
mind, and enlarge the sphere of his affections.” They 
believe in a “ Great Author” of man’s being, and an 
applicant for membership must say he believes in a 
“Supreme Being, the Creator and Preserver of the 
Universe,” all beginning with capital letters. There 
is nothing in the. ritual, however, which- forbids a 
man to change his mind, or prohibits his engaging 
a Freethought lecturer and listening to his speeches. 
Religion, beyond the simple and primitiv Deism ex- 
pressed by a belief in à supreme being, is not supposed 
to necessarily constitute a part of an Odd Fellow 
equipment. 

The Hall of Tuscarora Lodge, No. 24, of Martins- 
burg, West Va., has therefore gone far beyond its juris- 
diction in expelling Mr. Wolfes because during the 
thirty-four years he has lived since he joined the order 
he has changed his mind and has besides encouraged 
the activ officer of au organization for the separation 
of church and state. To be honest with himself, Mr. 
Wolfes is obliged to say that he does not know 
whether a “ supreme being” exists. There are a good 
many other folks in the same mental. predicament, 
though it would probably be absurd to suppose that 
any of the Martinsburg Christians hav the intelligence 
to doubt it. To them Jehovah is a real, big man, and 
the serpent a genuin snake on legs; gifted: with vocal 


organs. For doubting the existence of such a “God” 
it may be within the power of a lodge to expel a 
member, but it is difficult to see where the authority 
is derived upon which the second specification: is 
based. A belief in immortality and the Bible is not 
set down as necessary to membership, and nothing is 
said in any of the books regulating the conduct of a 
member toward Mr. Putnam when he lectures in 
town. The questions put to Mr. Wolfes are irrele- 
vant and ridiculous, and serve best to show that his 
fellow-members were desirous of but one thing—to 
punish him, so far as they could, for his heresy. The 
inquisition was a disgrace to the lodge, and the 


lodge’s action a load of infamy for the order to bear. 
— a — — —— 


The Intention of the Churches. 


It cost E. C. Walker and Lillian Harman one hun- 
dred and thirteen dollars and eighty cents to obtain 
their liberty from the Jefferson county officials after 
serving more than their sentence of imprisonment. 
They consider themselvs to hav been robbed by su- 
perior physieal force. Mr. Walker has also been 
rearrested and held to bail upon the same charge 
brought against Moses and George S. Harman. Of 
this triple-headed indictment Mr. Walker says: 


* What will be the outcome of the United States prosecu- 
tion, of course we can dono more than guess. Even though 
it be the worst possible, it will not plunge us into despair and 
it will not murder the cause of free press and mails. © And— 
more important than our individual fates—it will not kill Zu- 
cifer. When one man falls a victim to the Comstock kidnap- 
pers, another will step into his place and do his work. Now 
is the time to be awake and to labor night and day for the 
cause made glorious by the heroes and martyrs of the gen- 
erations gone, the cause our fathers loved, the cause it should 
be our highest joy to serve, the cause which is the hope of 
the truest and noblest of earth—the cause of liberty. And 
we appeal to the Freethinkers of America to join hands with 
us as they did with D. M. Bennett, of revered memory; as 
the Secularists of England did with Bradlaugh and Besant; 
with Foote, and Ramsey, and Kemp, and help us to roll back 
this assaulting army of oppression, help us to keep the torch 
of Lucifer brightly blazing in the van of the battle, help us to 
keep the stainless folds of its flag in the pure upper air, help 
us to make this indeed a land of freedom and justice. Each 
can doa little, and all together can do much. Let each do 
his or her little; and the much will be accomplished. The 
forces are aligned for the mightiest conflict of theages. Be 
not deceived, ours is not an isolated case. We are an out- 


"post, and the enemy means to drive us back, preparatory to 


an attack upon the second line, that of the purely Infidel 
press. If you doubt, read the church organs, read the daily 
papers, read the records of congressional, legislativ, and mu- 
nicipal legislation.” 


Mr. Walker is, we think, accurate in his reading of 
the signs. We do not know, of course, whether the 
Kansas prosecutors of the people connected with Zu- 
cifer are in communication with the agents of the so- 
ciety for the propagation of vice in this city, but 
certain it is that the last-named scamps hav been 
very activ the past winter, in both national and state 
legislativ bodies. In the United States Senate the 
postal law was very broadly amended, but the amend- 
ment failed in the House of Representativs. At the 
capital of New. York a bill is still pending under 
which about one-half the editors of the state and 
nearly all of the medical writers could be sent to jail. 
Of what has been done in other state legislatures we 
possess no knowledge. 

These things indieate that the church societies de- 
sire the power to throttle their opponents, and they 
hav chosen a good tool to work the screws that will 
do it. Fortunately, the people are beginning to find 
him out, and his raceis by no means a walk-over. 
We doubt if any new legislation in Washington or 
New York can be credited to him this winter. But 
the three indicted men in Kansas should hav the 
open aid of all friends of freedom. Prejudices should 
be smothered in this as in the case of D. M. Bennett, 
forit was clearly Mr. Harman's right to print what 
he did, and no strained construction of Mr. Markham's 
article, upon which the prosecution of Messrs. Har- 
man and Walker is based, can “confound it with those 
obscene publications, the effect and object of which 
is to excite the imagination and inflame the passions." 
And it was Attorney-General Devens's opinion, when 
he wrote these words of the book for selling which 
Mr. Bennett was imprisoned, that unless & work 
could be so confounded the Comstock statute could 
not apply to it. 


eor : 

Ons of those bucolic legislators who like to sleep late on 
Sunday mornings has introduced a bill in the As:embly of 
this state providing for the suspension of traffic on the Erie 
Canal on Sundays out of respect to the farmers adjacent to 
the great water thoroughfare, who object to the rioise of the 
eanal-boat men. The bill should be amended so that the 


canal men sball go to church and be locked in all the time 
they are forced to ‘‘lie to," otherwise the farmers will miss 
more than they will gain by the bill. Canal boatmen are a 
£ood deal like a certain reformer who went about Judea— 


they havn't much respect for cornfields on the Sabbath day. 
————9-—————— — 


Pane H. Bruox, the new mayor of Columbus, Ohio, is 
an outspoken Freethinker, and his majority over his Chris- 
tian opponent was eleven hundred and ten votes. He was 
nominated by the Democrats. 

—e 

A Jersey Crry Roman Catholic woman has publicly apol- 
ogized to the priest and congregation of St. Paul's church, 
of which she was & member, for marrying a Protestant. 
This was done under & law of the Baltimore council of 
prelates. It isastonishing how closely some slaves hug their 


chains. 
oto —— ——. 


DrsPATORES from Rome announce that the Catholic church 
will recognize the Knights of Labor, and hereafter the priests 
cannot refuse the rites of the church to members of that 


order. This is a wise step for the church, and will giv satis- 
faction to many Knights. Others, however, will not care 
two straws. 


————— — +o ——— — —— 

Tux Christian at Work is troubled over the problem 
of whether, under the new Interstate Commerce law, dele- 
gates to religious conventions can obtain reduced railroad 
fares. It is a great question, and should be settled at once. 
Otherwise the religious conventions of the coming summer 


may be slimly attended. 
—— — e 8-9— —— — —— 


Tue Denison, Texas, Sunday Gazetteer suggests that the 
Unitarians, Universalists, Spiritualists, ‘‘ Freethinkers,” and 
others of Liberal religious views in that town organize a stock 
company, purchase an eligible lot, and erect a building for a 
public hall and reading room. A good lecture hall that will 
not cost the receipts of a night’s lecture to pay the rent, it says, 
is sadly needed in Denison, and the means to provideit could be 
raised very readily if a few enterprising men would take hold 
of the matter. The Gazetteer agrees to render a little finan- 


cial help to such an enterprise. 
: PAR 


Joan Swinton shoots very wide of the mark in this: 


“The Knights of Laborof New York, or rather all our labor or- 
ganizations, should prepare to offer a grand reception,as soon as 
he reaches this port,to Cardinal Gibbons, who has made such a 
memorable defense of advancing labor, before the pope in the 
EternalCity. . . . Noother dignitary of the cburch in America 
has ever spoken for labor as Cardinal Gibbons has.” 


Cardinal Gibbons really defended his church before the 
pope. He spoke to retain his clientelle, their patronage, his 
own official position, and to benefit his own pocket. The 
office of cardinal would be of no dignity and less use with- 
out the thousands of prostrate slaves now owned by Rome. 
Cardinal Gibbons saw that the pope was in danger of scatter- 
ing his flock by too stringent rules, and he gave him a little 
advice for his own good. Mr. Gibbons is a shrewd dealer 
in Catholic intellect, and knows about what the traffic will 


bear. 
; —— ——— LK ees 


Tur funeral of the late Michael A. Morrissey, the well- 
known Freethinker of Troy, N. Y., occurred on Tuesday, 
the 5th instant, from the Trojan Hook and Ladder House, 
which had been suitably draped for the occasion. The fact 
that the deceased died an Infidel, says the Troy Observer, the 
knowledge that the ceremonies would be of unusual charac- 
ter, and the great popularity of Mr. Morrissey among firemen 
served to attract a very large number of people, many of 
whom were unable to gain admission. The services were of 
a fitting character, arranged by Mr. Morrissey himself previ- 
ous to his death, which was caused by cancer of the face. 
Bryant’s ‘‘ Thanatopsis” was read, a quartet sang, ‘‘ Why 
Should We Fear?" and J. J. McCabe, of Albany, delivered 
what might be called the sermon, though it was very differ- 
ent from the usual lachrymose discourses of such occasions. 
The address is published in the Troy Observer of April 10th. 
The interment was in Oakwood cemetery. Mr. Morrissey 
was & public spirited citizen, and his place of business in 
Troy was the recognized headquarters of the heresy of the 


town. Liberal lecturers found there a cheering welcome. 
— eo 


Henry George finds in the colossal income of Archbishop 
Corrigan substantial reasons why that gentleman’s sympa- 
thies lean toward the wealthy. In the first place, Mr. Cor- 
rigan is provided by the church with a marble palace, fur- 
nished for him and maintained free of cost. Second, he re- 
ceives from the cathedral funds a salary of five thousand dol- 
lars per annum. Third, he receives from each church in the 
diocese what is called a cathedraticum, being an annual pay- 
ment of $200 a year each from all but the poorest parishes. 
This cathedraticum, says Mr. George, probably. aggregates 
not less than $15.000 a year. The fourth source of income 
is the fee of one dollar paid Mr. Corrigan for every interment 
in Calvary cemetery, the great burial-ground of the Catholics 
of New York. According to the official statistics there were 
in Calvary cemetery last year 14,374 burials from New York 
city alone, while from Brooklyn and other cities the inter- 
ments in this vast cemetery during the same time must hav 
aggregated at least half as many more. Thus the income of 
the archbishop from this source alone must be over $20,000, 
which, added to the two previous items, givs him at leart 
$40,000 a year—the income, calculated at four per cent, of a 
millionaire. Added to this, the archbishop is continually in 
receipt of large gifts and fees from his wealthy parishoners, 
bringing his personal income up to thousands more. And 
yet Mr. George has no word of censure for the system of 
ecclesiastical imposture which givs rise to this robbery, but 
only denounces the personality of the robber. Had Dr. Mc- 
Glynn stood in Archbishop Corrigan’s shoes, the Standard 
would never hav made war on the wages of the pope’s lieu- 
tenant. . 
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Letters from friends. 


Norra Lake, Wis., March 14, 1887. 
Mr. Eptror: I expected that I would hav got a couple of 
new subscribers besides myself, but I find it impossible at 
present, though I hope that the near future will swell the 
- subscription list of Taz Truta SEEKER. I would not like to 
part with it. I like its policy—full-fledged Infidel. I belong 
to the class of people that are termed uneducated, and for 
that reason I will hav to take the back seat, and would hav 
been left altogether if common sense had not set me thinking. 
I tender my thanks to Tne Truru SgxxzRn and its editor for 
benefits received the last year, and I will remain yours for 

another year. AMBROSE SORENSEN. 


Loxemont, Cor., Feb. 27, 287. 
Mz. Epitor: Will you, or some one of your readers who 
is able to do so, please inform me jn whose writings the fol- 
lowing language is to be found, and whose death it describes ? 


He died forlorn and forsaken of God, blaspheming to the very 
end. . . He died of scarlet-fever, overrun and eaten up by 
ulcerous abscesses, the stench of which drove every person away. 
He gave up the ghost, despairing of salvation,and evoking devils 
from the abyss, and uttering oaths most horrible, and blasphemies 
most frightful. 

I wish the name of the work in which this is found, the 
page, etc., and would like to hav the whole paragraph of 
which it is a part. Yours truly, Jogy R. Kxrso. 


Broxton, Wyo., March 15, 1887. 
Mr. Epiror: In your issue of Feb. 26, 1887. I notice 
wherever the verb have occurs, you hav omitted the final e, 
spelling it hav. Now, I am curious to know what is your 
reason for so doing, as I'am sure you must hav some good 
reason, a8 it could hardly bea typographical error, occurring 
not only once, but throughout the edition wherever the word 
is used. 
Trusting you will enlighten me on the subject, I am, 
Respectfully yours, Tuos. W. FISHER. 
[The e is dropped from hav, giv, and liv because it is un- 
necessary. This form of spelling was adopteg by the founder 
of Taz TRUTH SEEKER several years ago.—Ep. T. S.] 


Barronia, Inp., March 24, 1887. 
Mr. Eviror: I was in conversation with a minister the 
other day and quoted, as I supposed, a passage of scripture: 
- “The imagination of man's heart is evil from his infancy.” 
He said there was no such passage. I hav not been able to 
find it, but I certainly hav read it iu substance if not in form. 
Will you please inform me through the columns of your pa- 
per of any such passage if it exists, and obligo, 
Yours truly, T. S. KENNON. 
[The ministeris not a Bible student. Genesis viii, 21, says: 
« And the Lord smelled a sweet savor; and the Lord said in 
his hear*, I will not again curse the ground any more for 
man’s sake ; for the imaginationof man's heart is evil from his 
youth: neither will I again smite any more everything living, 
as I hav done.”—Eb. T. S.] 


TALENT, Or., March 21, 1887. 

Mr. EprroR: Inclosed find $3 to renew my subscription 
to your valuable paper. My wife says she cannot keep 
house without it. My boy, seven years old, counts every 
day in the week till Saturday, and he calls it TRUTH SEEKER 
day. 

Since you illustrated your paper it is the best educator for 
the young children I ever saw. They take in the pictures at 
& glance of the eye, and if the parents will only do their 
part, and explain them to the children, then good-bye, super- 
stition. No sky-pilot will pull the wool over their eyes and 
make them believe that one is three and three is one, and so 
on through the whole catalog of Bible foolishness. I am in 
sympathy with your paper in all things, and admire the fear- 
less stand you take on all unpopular questions. 

May Tue TnurH SxrzxzR liv till it has demolished all 
bigotry and superstition. - Wum. H. BREESE. 


Surton, Pa., March 27, 1887. 

Mr. Epnrron: I received a letter of inquiry and solicitation, 
and hasten to answer. I am past eighty-seven years old. I 
feel it. I loaned D. M. Bennett $25 to start TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER with, the best, really most needed, paper in the 
world, A.D. 1874. I hav tried to interest the people of Rich. 
. ford, Berkshire, Montgomery, and Sutton, Canada, but 
never could get anyone to take it over three months. I am 
glad to hear of the good success of our lecturers. I hope 
sometime people generally will think that truth is more valu- 
able to us than falsehood. I reject all systems of supersti- 
tion. The only true religion is the religion of humanity. 
This left out, all superstition is a curse. Until children are 
educated to be honest with themselvs, truthful and just to 
others, we shall hav a world of misery and woe, because ed- 
ucation forms the common mind. Children could as easily 
be trained to go to heaven on the theory of justice, goodness, 
and truth, as faith in fifty or one hundred differing creeds. 
Why did God write : ‘‘The dead know not anything” (Eccl. 
ix, 5); ‘‘Man has no preéminence above a beast” (Eccl. iii, 
15-21); “ Man dieth, in’ that very day his thoughts perish” 
(Ps. exlvi); “If a man die shall he liv again ?" (Job xiv, 
14.) God did not write this. Who did write it? We don't 
know! Ifthe world is as bad as the New York Sun makes 
it—and the Bible also, why should I believe there is a God ?— 
only priestcraft. But humanity is here, and in deep trouble, 
being falsely educated. lf there was such & superhuman 
entity as the Jewish and Christian God, he would make him- 
self positivly known to mankind as he is good to all, and his 
tender mercies are over all his works. I cannot get fulks to 
read Tae TRUTH SEEKER, ‘‘Champions of the Church,” 
‘Sages and Thinkers,” Kersey Graves, Morris Einstein, Lord 


in my last paper. 
was mine. 
I take Tae TRUTH Szexer because I hav to. 
are all taken up with the pictures, and now they are begin- 
ning to tease for paper and ‘stamps to write for the ‘‘ Chil- 
dren’s Corner." And then my wife always has a sick spell 
if Taz TRUTH SEEKER does not come on time. 
it myself. 
now I seud you some thirty names to send sample copies to. 
J hav the promis of two more subscribers. 
to all Freethinkers who hav the cause at heart, cultivate in 
yourselvs all those ennobling principles you love to see in 


happier man ever since. 


ings lately, several conversions are reported. 
wealthy citizen of this place formerly gave the elder $1 each 
for converts, but has gone back on them lately. 
the preacher will be a little less zealous since there is less 


Amberley, and a large number of other smaller volumes. It 
seems that Judaism and Christianity were gotten up to torture, 
murder, kill, and damn all who do not believe as the pope 
does. Ideny a God that makes popes of millions of selfish 
dishonest, fallible men. I want a God that is pope himself, 
and attends to his own business, not giv his honor to hypo- 
crits. Some are sending selfish,lazy drones to preach im- 
mortal soul and endless punishment after death to the hea- 
then. Truth seekers are sending men to say that our Bible, 
on every page, is proof positiv that it is a priest’s fabrication! 
God made man to eat the forbidden fruit, then made a Christ 
to die to atone for the crime; then God made a pope to par- 
don every one’s sins for a little money per head, if they all 
will support the pope’s hierarchy, or all be endlessly damned. 
** God alone hath immortality” (1 Tim. vi, 16). ; 
- Joszpa Noyes. 


Fort CusrER, MoNT., April 2, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: Find inclosed $4.95 for publications. There 


are a few Liberals in this wild country. Four of us at Fort 
Custer meet every other night ina little room and discuss 


Liberalism and Freethought. We intend to organize a Lib- 


eral club. We hav not decided what name we shall giv it. 


We think the army needs Freethought just as much as Boon- 
ton, N. J., does. I must giv you the names of those in the 
good work here: Frank Heric, Willard Fields, W. Little- 


ton, and myself. Weintend to make this club one of the 
best in the territory. Although we are only four, four de- 
termined men can do a great deal. 
dollars this time, hut it shall not be the last, for you will hear 
from me again soon. 


We send you only a few 


I like your paper more and more. It 

is truly a grand and great paper. May the editor liv long to 

spread the gospel of truth for a good many years to come. 
Caas. Sonwaas, Band, 1st Cavalry, Fort Custer, Mont. 


IxGarrs, Kan., March 26, 287. 
Mr. Eprror: I see the name of R. Butterfield, of California, 
I wonder if his father was a preacher, as 
He says he takes nine papers. I take only seven. 
The children 


I like to read 
I sent you three new subscribers last week, and 


And let me say 


others. I used to attend church and the old Methodist class- 
meeting, and tell what great things the Lord Jesus had done 


for me, parrot-like; but I slid up to a higher plane of 


thought some ten years ago, and I hav been a better and a 
A. BUTTERFIELD. 


TALENT, OR., March 15, 1887. 
Mr. Epiror: While so many are having their say about 


the pictures in THE TRUTH SEEKER, I will say I think they 
are just the thing, none of them so shocking as one I saw in 
an illustrated Bible of some men stoning another man to 
death. 


The Baptists of this place hav been holding revival meet- 
It is said & 


I suppose 


money in it now. 
There are quite a number of Liberals here, also a Liberal 


hall where we meet every Sunday; hav a club now that is 
run on a plan somewhat like that of the Manhattan Liberal 
Club. 


We are in hopes Mr. Putnam will stop here on his way 


through Oregon. 


I inclose $8 to apply on subscription. Wa. TERRILL. 


San Bernapino, CAL., March 30, 1887. 
Mr. Epiror: The friends of Liberalism and Freethought 
hav enjoyed the rare treat of listening to three of the char- 
acteristic lectures of Dr. J. L. York. 
The doctor has been at Los Angeles for several weeks 
past, where he has organized a Liberal League.. As S. P. 
Putnam was booked for the last two Sundays of this month 


at Los Angeles, the doctor concluded to come here and stir. 


us up. He spoke at the Opera House on the evenings of 


March 20th and 22d; and as O. 8. Fowler had the place en- 


gaged for the 27th, the doctor lectured in Liberal Hall on the 
afternoon of the above date. The doctor is well known to 
the old residents, having been here some twelve years ago. 
He had large audiences at the Opera House, but a smaller 
one at the hall. The Spiritualists own this hall, and hav a 
society, but are almost completely run down. As in some 
Other places, some of them hav been more intent upon as- 
persing and maligning others than in working for the estab- 
lishment of Liberalism. They hav apparently succeeded, in 
this vicinity, in convincing the mass of the community that 
Spiritualists are the meanest people in the world; and their 
place of meeting is shunned as a moral pest-house. This ex- 
plairs the reason of his smaller audience at the Hall. : 

Dr. York is, in the language of the West, ** a full team and a 
horse to let.” He holds an audience for two hours, and yet 
they want more. His lectures are models of accurate, scien- 
tific thinking. He blinks no question, and evades no posi- 
tion. In precise and eloquent language he presents the most 
radical positions of L beralism. Others, perhaps, may do 
this as well as he, but there isa perpetual breaking out of 
the most inimitable humor, which keeps an audience ina 
state of constant exhilaration. The wants of the logician are 
fully met, and there is more laugh than in a circus. - 

Dr. York will leave the Pacific coast, via Salt Lake and 


Denver, for the East, some time in May, and it is unneces- 
sary to ask for him a cordial reception, as it will be accorded 
him wherever he goes. J. S. LOVELAND. 


Ayer, Mass., March 27, 1887. 

Mr. Toron: Will you please send me Tug TRUTH SEEKER 
of July 8, 1886? The number I hav is too badly worn to be 
bound. I shall get the entire Volume XIII. bound so I 
can lend it without losing any of the numbers. It is doubly 
valuable for its illustrations. They speak volumes. 

Jf the old stories and the present acts match the pictures, 
whose fault is it? If the pictures are spirited or foolish. and 
fit the stories, and are distasteful, then ‘‘let the dead bury 
the dead,” and let the living, the progressiv, furnish: better 
subjects for the efficient artist. 

I trust many will preserve the illustrated volumes.in bound 
form. They are destined to grow in favor as the people be-- 
come enlightened, as they will if they take Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER, and see and read what dupes they hav been; and 
might continue to be. But ‘now that light has come into 
the world" they hav no excuse for this ignorance. How 
long will people be led by the nose and listen to blind guides , 
—tombstones telling of the dead past? How long be con- 
tent to wear the yoke and collar, or even the marks of either? 

Fraternally yours, E. Myriox. 


New Beprorp, Pa., March 25, 1887. 

Mr. Epnrron: We are having a little excitement here just 
now. The clergy hav talked very insultingly of- the Infidels, 
speaking, of course, from the coward's castle, the pulpit ; 
and in order that a little light might be elicited on the sub- 
ject we appointed a discussion of the following resolution in 
the town hall and invited the preachers to participate in the 
discussion. This they not only refused: to do, but did 
their utmost to. prevent people from attending the dis- 
cussion. In this they failed, as there was a fair, attentiv, 
and intelligent audience, and the absurdity of the church’s 
position in connection with the subject was fully shown. 
The resolution was: '* Resolved, That the Bible teaches the 
doctrin of salvation by good works.” 

On the first. Tuesday in April we discuss the question : 
** Resolved, That the principles of the Prohibition party are 
sustained by the Bible.” The plutform is free to all, We 
expect the clergy to affirm, or stand justly branded with 
cowardice before the community. ` 

For the inclosed please send me E. C. Walker's “ Bible 
Temperance." W. W. WALKER. 


WarwuT Grove, Kan., April 1, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: Your notice of the 12th of March is at hand, 
and I will respond at once. Inclosed please find amount to 
pay subscription; use balance as directed. ‘Those cartoons 


are dead-shots to the church-people, more. so to those sky- 


pilots who teach the people something that they do not know 
themselvs. We hav a very strong set of fanatics; some are 
perfect; they cannot sin, but they can lie just the same. I 
hav had a hot time in this nest of ‘hornets, but they hav lost 
their sting, 80 that they cannot come to the front as they 
used to. The pastor of the Methodist church held apro- 
iracted meeting this winter for over six weeks, but only 
converted four or five old backsliders. 

My daughter's little infant, five weeks old, died, and her 
husband's father and mother wanted its funeral preached, 
80 they employed the Rev. George Rarick, of the Methodist 
Episcopal church ; but instead of preaching the baby's, he 
preached my funeral, and I was there to hear it, alive as 
usual, and he must hav forgotten the baby, for several of the 
church-members laugh at me and say that I got a free fun 
eral sermon. It finished him up-here, and did the church 
much harm and us some good. W. H. Noar. 


LiNcorw, ILL., March 25, 1887. 

Drar TROTH SEEKER: I notice that the secretary of the 
treasury has decided that Chinese gods, fashioned, as all 
gods, by the imagination and hand of man, must pay a duty 
at the custom house! Wonder if this is an entering wedge 
to tax all other gods, their supposed tabernacles, parapher- 
nalia, images, etc.? If our gods, with all their '* pomp and 
circumstance," are to hav a recognition at: the hands of the 
state, and be protected by the strong arm, without. tax, 
where is the famous liberty that we accord to religious wor- 
ship? The little Joss is, presumably, as sacred to the ‘‘ hea- 
then Chinee ” as our cross, holy water, statues of virgins and . 
saints, fine churches, stained windows, flummery, flapdoo- 
dle, organs, “bells, hog-wash, memorials, nunneries, prisons, 
racks, boycotts, persecutions, and blood-letting are to u8;. yet 
they must be taxed, although ** Congress shall pass no law re- 
specting the establishment of religion nor preventing the free 
exercise thereof.” Where is there any more idolatry in wor- 
shiping a little wooden image than in counting beads, knéeling 
at a confessional, or crossing the face with a tip of the finger in 
holy water, to say nothing of day worship, priest worship, 
and countless other observances that are nothing more than 
idolatry, or a giving away of reason, and putting our right 
to think and act into the hands of possibly some * or- 
dained ” rascal? If our gods are not taxed, why impose a 
burden on Juggernaut or Joss? Of course, the thing to do 
is to let everything that receives protection pay its just pro- 
portion of the expense that the state is required to pay to 
guard and preserve it from the ruthless hand of robbery and 
anarchy. Taxa Joss—tax achurch. Let those who want 
idols bear all expense, and not require me to support, by 
law, a system of what I think the most absurd, useless, and 
mind-debasing nonsense ever perpetrated upon credulous 
man, and ‘‘ consequently " woman too. 

It will never be possible for one person to ride two horses 
going in opposit directions, without at least losing foothold 
on one or the other. It is amusing to see a certain class of 


“mythological: ‘acrobats trying to‘make the ‘‘ Book ” quadrate 


to the facts of science and geology. For instance, the days 
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consumed in the wonderful creation were geological periods, 
possibly of millions of years; yet the account says the even- 
ing and the morning were the first day. The sun was to 
ule the day, the moon the night. That part of the program 
still goes on—twelve hours foreach. Countless cases may 
be called where the mythologist takes refuge in his horse- 
back exercise. 

And then that story about the genealogy of our savior! 
In the two accounts in the ‘gospels ” there is such a won- 
derful difference in the names in the line of descent! Then, 
too, the genealogy is of Joseph, and Joseph not being the 
father of Jesus, the genealogy is just no genealogy at all. 
The two-horse act comes in again by saying that Joseph was 
the father by divine appointment—by adoption, as it were, 
to carry out prophecy. That kind of parentage is not very 
popular to-day, but the Jews were of such easy virtue that 
almost anything was respectable. We drop these few 
thoughts for the brethren. Sto Hyoum. 


MipprzeBunY, Inp., March, 15, 287. 

Mr. Evrror: Inclosed please find $3 25 for Taz Trova 
SEEKER one year and the Annuar for 286. Your paper is 
now ahead of all the journals of Freethought published. I 
hav been interested in its advancement from the first, having 
watched its evolution from its embryotic state in Illinois to 
ts present condition of maturity in the great metropolis of 
America. The illustrations mark an epoch in its history. 
Watson Heston is to-day doing as much to free the mind 
from the old, rusty, galling chains of mental slavery as any 
man in the United States. His influence for good will as 
certainly reach down through all coming ages as will that of 
Pythagoras, Galileo, Copernicus, Newton, Paine, or Inger- 
soll. It is encouraging to see how fast the human race are 
evoluting. Reason will eventually become enthroned the 
supreme king of our world. Yet we occasionally hear from 
some old fossil who belongs way back in the Dark Ages. 


Such antiquated, fossilized’ old remains are not ‘altogether | 


worthless. We should remember that all fossils hav a geo- 
logical interest, serving to show what things formerly peopled 
the earth. They should be kindly taken care of, for they are 
somewhat scarce, and usually, on account of their antiquity, 
are in a Condition more or less decomposed. The town of 
Mapleton, Kansas, is able to support just one of these 
curiosities—the Rev. J. W. Caldwell—who can be found in & 
large ‘‘ untaxable museum” every Sunday. 
Yours very truly, Isaao Ivins, aged 81 years. 


Soxpiers’ Home, Wis., March 29, 287. 

Mr. Epitor: I send you a few quotations from this most 
marvelous tale in Genesis. Of course, it has been repeated 

: time and again in Tas TRUTH SEEKER and elsewhere, yet it 
may interest new subscribers, It is a singular fact that the 
most devout Bible-worshipers are those who know the least 
about it, and those who are constantly yearning to die a mar- 
tyr in its defense cannot read it or anything else. ‘‘ And the 
Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the 
garden thou mayest freely eat: but of the tree of knowledge 
of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it, for in the day that 
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die" (Gen. ii, 16, 17). 
‘ And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely 
die: for God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then 
your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing 
good and evil” (Gen. iii, 4. 5). ‘* And unto Adam he said, 
Because thou hast hearkened to the voice of thy wife, and 
hast eaten of the tree which I commanded thee saying, Thou 
shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sor- 
row shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life" (Gen. iii, 17). 
** And all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and 
thirty years, and he died " (Gen. v, 5). “And the Lord God 
said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou. art 
cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field : 
upon thy belly shalt thou £o, and dust shalt thou eat all the 
days of thy life” (Gen. iii, 14). 

These passages from the book that Christendom has sworn 
by for centuries need no comment from me. The five-year- 
old boy in Sunday-school will readily and correctly answer 
all plain questions about snakes and gods. Now, Johnny, 
speak up loud, Which lied, this God or the snake? 

Netson HuwT. 


Sauna, Kan., March 8, 1887.. 

Mz. Eprron: Is it any wonder that the church of Christ, 
or rather, the, Christian church, has fallen into bad repute 

` with the world’s people, when the history of the church is 
so full of such incidents as the refusal of some Western min- 
isters to pass resolutions of sympathy for the family of the 
late Henry Ward Beecher? Just because Mr. Beecher, who 
has for many years stood head and shoulders above the min- 
isters of the United States in intellect, did not believe in that 
consoling promis of a future place of torment recorded in 
the holy book, they refuse to extend sympathy to the heart- 
broken family in this their darkest hour. Just because Mr. 
Beecher did not believe as they did, they are glad he is 
dying. Just because Mr. Beecher possesses a brighter and 
a more progressiv mind than his fellow-preachers, they will 
be glad to hear of his death. For shame. Is it any won- 
der that the world has become disgusted with these ranting 
preachers—these sky-pilots? Is it any wonder the church is 
losing its influence ? 

This Chicago body of ranting sky-pilots, in their failing 
to pass resolutions of sympathy for Mrs. Beecher and family, 
certainly manifested the same feeling that existed in the 
hearts of the early persecutors of the past ages. The same 
feeling pervaded the heart of John Calvin when he burnt 
Servetus at the stake, also the hearts of those who nailed 
Jesus Christ to the cross. This same feeling will last 
till every man, woman, and child is accorded the God-given 
right of Freethought—the right to free expression of one’s 
views upon all subjects pertaining to the past, present, and 
future, 


. knew no bounds. 


Friend Macdonald, I hav neither written nor spoken on the 
subject of Freethought since I was forced by continued bad 
health to giv up the publication of my paper, the Thinker, 


till I read this article this morning, when my indignation 
I offer this as my excuse for writing this 


Yours for universal mental liberty, 
C. W. Srowz, M.D. 


Crara, Pa., Feb. 28, 1887. 
Mr. Epor: I inclose $5 to renew my subscription, and 
to pay for a new subscriber, Truman A. Barnes, a Liberal 
who, I hope, will bea permanent member of the TRUTH 


letter. 


SzEKER family. Where Mr. Barnes livs (Millport, Pa.) is a 


hard place for orthodoxy. Sky-pilots of nearly every denom- 
ination hav tried, but all alike fail, to make converts. The 


meetings are quite well attended, and the people contribute 


quite freely tosupport the preacher, though it is mostly done 
by those who do not belong to any church; but when they 
are told that sinners will go to sheol, they don’t seem to 


realize that it means them, and don’t get scared as they 


ought to to be converted. 


The subscribers of Taz TRUTH SEEKER about here were of 
Like the 


the mind of H. Clay Luse as regards the cartoons. 
Methodist girl who said, when she '* found that her hoops 
and jewelry was drawing her soul right down to hell, she 
took them off and gave them to her sister;" so, if we don't 
like the pictures, we can take them out and giv them to our 
Christian friends. 

An old subscriber wants me to ask you to reprint what 
was published in Taz TRUTH SEEKER years ago as the Ca- 
thartic creed, a sort of burlesque on the Athanasian creed. 


It is a good thing to render the absurdities of the latter con- 


Spicuous. I. L. ALLEN. 


[The Cathartic Creed will be found on another page of this 


issue. —Ep. T. 8.] 


NATIONAL Ciry, CAL., March 80, 1887. 

Mr. EnirroR: In regard to my renewing my subscription 
to Taz TRUTA SEEKER, I must say that as long as I liv and 
can find money enough to pay for it I shall be & subscriber. 
I could not possibly get along without it. My dear friend, 
it is the grandest paper that ever was printed. It contains 
absolute truth and common sense. I cannot express my ap- 
preciation of all the splendid men who write their convic- 
tions and show us the truth against ignorance and superti- 
tion. "There is one man amongst all others (of course I ex- 
cept our great and glorious Ingersoll), that is, John Peck. 
Oh, that we had thousands of such men with his brilliant 
abilities! How I should like to shake him by the hand and 
call him friend—not forgetting all the rest—Mr. Reynolds, 
Putnam, and others. I feel very glad the Boonton supersti- 
tious idiots are ashamed of themselvs. I think, with you, 
they will never bring his case up. Ignorant and supersti- 
tious as they hav proven themselvs to be, they must hav 
enough sense to know the world would condemn them. 

As you see by the post-office order, I hav got two more 
subscribers. I hav been lending Taz TRUTH SEEKER to 
them, and they are like me—can’t get along without it. 
When my time came to renew my subscription, I said to 
them: ‘ Look here! the Editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER can't 
afford to supply three of us on one charge; won't you sub- 
scribe with me? We can hav three copies for $7. I am 
willing for us to pay equal.” The critters jumped at the 
chance. Iam in hopes of getting more subscribers. I will 
do my best, for I am one that would like to see the truth 
spread and accepted by the entire world. 


Yours till death, James WORKMAN. 


Rep Oar, Mo., March 18, E.M. 287. 

Mr. Epiror: I hav received the first copy of your splen- 
did paper, and I can say that I am more than pleased with 
the sample. I intend to be a regular subscriber as long as I 
can find the money. This place is almost petrified in the 
rock of ignorance and faith. Almost everybody knows my 
views on orthodoxy, and they do not say much to me on the 
subject. They undertook to convert me by storm last fall, 
but the guns of the devil, as Sam Jones says, kept them at a 
safe distance. One old preacher came into my shop for a 
talk. He said he never had talked with an Infidel, and he 
wanted to hear what they could say in defense of their dis- 
belief, or against Christianity. I told him I could not say 
much, but would do all I could for him. ‘‘ Well," said he, 
“Iwill ask you a question, and, perhaps, that will lead to 
another. Can you tell me," said he, ‘‘ what makes so many 
different languages in the world?” I said, ‘‘I will answer 
your question by asking you one, or, in other words, your 
answer to mine will likely be my answer to yours." Said I, 
** Can you tell me what makes so many different shades of 
color in the human race?” ‘‘Oh!” said he, "that. is the 
effect of climate, diet, conditions, and surroundings." 
** Very good,” said I, “that is a good answer to your ques- 
tion. One is just as much the effect of climate as the other.” 
Well, the way I got out of that bothered him. Of course he 
attributed diverse languages to the old Babel lie, but I got 
the start of him, and I held him down all of the time for 
about an hour. I got him so excited that he took off his hat 
and squared himself, and preached a regular old hard-shell 
sermon. I listened and worked away at my bench, and once 
in a while I would giv him a shot from one of Bob’s guns, 
and I never missed him, and every time he would get worse. 
He said that he knew that he had a life eternal beyond the 
grave. Said I, Do you know positivly what is going to 
happen to-morrow?” Of course he did not. ‘Then if you 
cannot tell one day ahead in life, how can you tell what will 
be after death? If you do not and cannot know all on this 
side of the great river that rolls between us and eternity, 


| how can you tell what is on the farther shore? After all,” 


said I, “are you not mistaken? Do you think that you pos- 
itivly know that you will liv forever after you are dead?” 


Well, he said, he did not exactly know it, but he had faith 
in the promis of God. Said I, '' Did everything you ever 
had faith in turn out just as you thought it would?” 
'* Well,” said he, “Iam bothering you from your work, I 
will talk to you some other time. Good-day.” “ Good-day, 
parson, Call again.” i 
One preacher who got up a big excitement here last fall 
told two falsehoods about Ingersoll. He said he sat in the 
vast audience of thousands a few years ago, and heard the 
greatest Infidel of the nineteenth century make his first lect- 
ure against Christianity, which you know was his lecture on 
the ** Gods,” and he said that Ingersoll declared in that lect- 
ure that there is no God. You know he does not make any 
such declaration in that lecture. Then in order to make his 
truthless point, the preacher said he heard him again two or 
three years after, and he used the language of this book 
(holding up the Bible), ‘‘ The fool hath said in his heart, 
There is no God." These assertions are both false, I am 
assured.: He wanted to make a false impression on the peo. : 
ple. He wanted to make it appear that such men as. Inger- 
soll are not capable of telling their honest thoughts, or, in 
other words, that they would say a thing and then get afraid 
and take it back. S. P. Woop. 


EuBANES, Ky., March 25, 1887. 

Mz. Epiror: Having been educated in Bible theology, 
having embraced the Christian system and preached it for a 
number of years, you may well know how hard it is for me 
to giv up the Christian's hope of immortality and prontis of 
eternal life. I cannot do so without being convinced that 
the Christian scheme of redemption is the production of men. 
I hav ever noticed and thotight much on the reason that 80 
many doctrins, creeds, and churches existed, claiming the 
Bible as their teacher. I hav earnestly sought to learn 
whether those differences were caused by human ignorance 
of the Bible orthe obscurity of Bible teaching. My hope has 
been that a true knowledge of the Bible would destroy Chris- 
tian sects, and that all believers in Christ would be of one 
mind and one creed. I am, however, becoming discouraged ^ 
in this hope. I find a theory prevails that denominational 
sectarianism is not derogatory to Bible teaching; that the 
Bible is a kind of scapegoat to uphold all kinds of doctrins 
to suit the mental capacity of all kinds of people. When I 
turn to the book we call nature, I fiud uniformity in human 
experience; and why is it the case that the Bible is so ob- 
scure as to leave the world divided about what it teaches ? 
Are the things of eternity of less importance than man’s 
short animal life in this world? Evidently there is a loose 
screw somewhere in Bible theology. Whether this loose 
screw is in the Bible itself, or the brains of its professors, isa 
question to be settled by future developments. That the 
differing sects can sustain the divinity of the Bible in their 
divided condition is simply impossible. No book can claim 
universal adoption that contains five or six hundred different 
interpretations. If the book ever is successfully defended, a 
better system of interpretation will hav to be adopted, and 
sectarianism nailed to the wall forever. I hav become abso- 
lutely disgusted at the sects in their abuse of each other, and 
cry against Infidelity. In my honest judgment, I believe . 
that sectarianism is doing more against the Bible than all the 
outspoken Infidels in the world. All outspoken Infidels hav 
ever been philanthropists, and not a class of hypocrits. They 
neither hav deceived themselvs nor others. Bible sects hav 
no Certain road to heaven, and but little, charity for those 
who do not embrace their creed: The result is, they become 
untrue to themselvs and others. Their creed takes the place 
of true reason, and they strike at shadows like blind snakes. 
The day has about passed when clerical authority can keep 
the people in ignorance, and successfully meet Infidelity by 
mere abuse. If the clergy ever expect to sustain the Bible, 
they must admit all it teaches, directly or indirectly. When 
they are asked if the Bible teaches or permitted polygamy, 
slavery, and acts of inhumanity, let them admit the facts, 
and not dodge behind popular prejudices with personal 
abuse. If the Bible, as we hav it, is all divine, then it must 
all be admitted and defended. If one writer of the Bible 
was inspired, then all writers of the Bible were inspired. It 
takes all the writers and what all the writers of the Bible hav 
written in the Bible to make the Bible. Anything less than 
what is written in the Bible would not be the Bible, but part 
of the Bible. To scrap the Bible, Infidels and Bible sects 
hav an equal chance fora theory. But let it be understood 
by all whom it may concern, that the age of a conflict be- 
tween science and reason on the one side, and the claims of 
the Bible on the other, has arrived. Theology of all kinds 
must bear the test of free discussion. The human mind must 
and will be free. The superstitions of the past are lessons 
written in human carnage that will finda better day. It has 
ever been our opinion that the combined elements of sects, 
human interpolations, and the developments of science and 
history, would never destroy some marks of divinity in the 
Bible. Even after the admission of all the common objec- 
tions to the claims of the Bible, we still hold that as an in- 
ductiv system, with its moral code for human conduct, it is 
not all the work of men in any age. The writers of the Bible 
hav all the attributes of credible witnesses, while the facts of 
the Bible are corroborated by profane historians. When the 
question arises as to whence came man, what is he, and what 
will be his future, the Bible is the most intelligent answer we 
hav seen. The Bible writers seem indifferent as to the re- 
sults of recorded facts concerning the conduct of good or evil 
men. As to marks of justice and mercy in the Bible system, 
I think the same marks are developed in the book of nature. 
If I take the book of nature to dethrone the B.ble, I shall 
then, for the same reasons, take the book of nature and 
dethrone the God of nature, if there be one. Under all cir- 
cumstances, we conclude this with the hope that free thought 
and free discussion will march onward. W. Bakzr, M.D. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Scsan H. Wixom, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom ali Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night i8 beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


On Prairie Lands. 


The north wind sinks to whispers low, 
The sunshine drinks the melting snow, 
The wild geese hail from southern seas, 
While brown buds burst from all the trees, 
And larks sang loud this very morn 
Where farmers plow their fields for corn, 
And golden millet, rye. and cane 
That sweep their billows on the plain, 
And walnut-trees whose boughs are wet 
Drop dews to rose and violet, 
That pierce their lowly prison strands 
On prairie lands, 


The happy children haste away, 
Forbidden grounds are free to-day, 
So many shades of tender green, 
Deep hidden in each low ravine, 
Are beck'ning them to come and see; 
: And tassels on the willow-tree 
Are waving now. The wild bees hum, 
And sheltered thickets of the plum 
Are dotted with the whitest sprays— 
The birthright of these waking days. 
And hearts are full as well as hands, 
On prairie lands. 


The May unbinds her banners green 

Where wary wood-birds hide between, 

And timid rabbits crouching down 

Behind the last year’s tassocks brown, 

Where mother-birds may build and brood, 

Each grove be then a “ holyrood,” 

And not a harvest near or far 

Be sweeter than her birdlings are. 

A thousand summer sweets hav we 

Upon this Western emerald sea, 

And wise men once called “ desert sands ” 

"These prairie lands. 
Frenchtown, Neb. Mary Barnp-FINCH. 

—— ti 


Correspondence. 


CANAJOHARIE, N. Y., April 10, 1887. 
Duar Miss Wrxon: As I saw so many let- 
ters from -boys and girls I thought I would 
write, too. I am ten years old, and I am in 
` the fourth room in school. I think the Chil- 
dren's Corner is very nice. I must close. 
Wishing you success, I remain, your little 
friend, Lavra Biarow. 
Newport, March 30, 1887. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: I shall be eight, years 
old next May. My father is an Infidel Spirit- 
uglist, and takes TuE TRUTH SEEKER. I read 
the Children's Corner. Ilike it. I havtwo 
sisters and four brothers, one of my sisters is 
a rapping medium. As this isany first time 
Iever wrote for the Corner, I will close for 
this time. Yours truly, Appr Noson. 


Opnir, CAL., March 81, 1887. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I took notice of my 
first letter in the Children's Corner, of THE 
Tron SEEKER, dated March the 26th, 1887, 
and was truly delighted in reading it in print, 
but I am sorry to say that I noticed a mistake 
made near the head of the letter, where I 
stated that my mother sent me to my grand- 
mother at Sacramento when I was four years 
old. The letter in Tat TRUTH SEEKER reads 


as follows: ‘‘ Four months old ?—instead of: 


" years." Dear Miss Wixon, if you will 
please correct this mistake I will be a thou- 
sand times obliged to you, and I will ever re- 
main, Yours for truth and humanity, 
Mrs. Rosa KAISER. 


San Bernarpino, CAL., March 28, 1887. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: Being a Freethinker, 
I will write you & letter to put in the Chil- 
dren's Corner. 

Dr. York has just left here, after delivering 
three lectures that would hav made any Chris- 
tian shake. All that heard him were well 
pleased, and he had quite large audiences, 
considering the number of Liberals there are 
in this place. I’m sorry to say the Young 
Men's Christian Association Hall isalwaysfull, 
when they hav a lecturer. Iknow of several 
people who hav lately turned Freethinkers 
and are now taking Tug TRUTH SEEKER. All 
of our folks like this paper very much, and 
would be pleased to hav others do so. 

I must tell you that I read ‘‘ The Story 
Hour” some time ago, and think it a delight- 
ful little book, which it would do all children 
good to read. 

If this meets with your approval, I'll write 
to you again. 


Your friend, ANNIE B. GILBERT. 


Cenar Laxz, N. Y., April 2, 1887. 

Dear Aunt Susan: For you said I might 
call you aunt in my other letter. The snow 
is six feet deep here in April. Can you beat 
that where you liv? When the crust is hard 
I slide down hill in a tin pan. Ican go as 
fast as any sled. It would make you laugh 
to see me go. A cousin of mine has a cat 
that is almost as smart as Becky, Dinah, and 
Dick in your pretty story. Her cat will get 
upon the sewing machine and pull the needles 
and pins out of the cushion and throw them 
on the floor, and will go upstairs and bring 
down what she can find that is lying around, 


and will fight if you point your finger at her. 
I named her Daisy, after my calf. I don't 
go to school much in winter. It is too far 
away, but Iread and write at home, and we 
hav spelling-school thrce nights each week— 
my paand ma are old school.teachers. I like 
to draw the bestof anything. Ihav drawn 
President Cleveland and Abraham Lincoln 
from their pictures. If you can send me 
your pieture I think I would try to draw it. 
I wish some of the children of the Corner 
would write to me and T']] answer their let- 
ters. Erpa 8. BrirLINGS. 
[Sometime when we hav some new photo- 
graphs taken we wil send you one.— 


Ep. C. C.] 


CALISTOGA, CAL., March 20, 1887. 

Dear Miss Wixon, and other friends of the 
Corner: Please accept our heartfelt thanks 
for your expressions of sympathy. 
that Walter’s dear mother has long since re- 
covered, and that Frances’s Grandpa Powers 
is quite well again. 

Tis said, ** The Lord chasteneth whom he 
loveth.” If that were so, he loves many peo- 
ple a deal too much. I do not believe the 
saying. It seems an unnatural way of ex- 
pressing love. There was a passionate man 
lived near where I was born, by the name of 
Fleming Wright, who seemed to believe in 
that way of expressing his love for his wife. 
He used to whip her, and on one of those 
occasions some of his neighbors spoke to him 
about it. He seemed to think it no harm to 
do so, and said, ** I love her better every time 
I whip her.” 

Well, the end soon came. In a fit of chas- 
tening love he hit her on the head witha 
heavy fire shovel and killed her. He was in 
jail along time, until he was nearly blind. 
At last his Masonic friends got him out and 
took him off, but few knew to where until 
many years afterward. He lived retired and 
sad the remainder of his days in southwest 
Missouri. Fleming killed one, but if it were 
true, as some Christian people believe, the 
Lord has killed many. 

But such sayings are very often untrue, 
and many who read them hav little idea of 
their logical effect. I know of no better way 
than to allow others all the liberty their 
hearts may desire, so long as that liberty 
does not injure others. Children still de- 
pendent upon their parents should usually 
obey them. Parents are not always right in 
their control of the little ones, and for that 
reason should not be too exacting. ; 

With a cheery good-bye to all the Corne 
friends, I will step aside for a little while. 

Respectfully, UNoLE Jonx. 


OHAT WITH CORRESPONDENTS. 

Franx V. DRAPER.— Your story is keeping 
forsome convenient opportunity. It is all 
right. 

Linuig C.— When you write for the press, 
write on the lines, with ink, and one side of 
the paper only. Youshould punctuate prop- 
erly, and spell correctly. It is kindess to the 
writer to reject some manuscripts. 

W. L. TRuLL.— We sympathize with you, 
certainly. But be patient, and hope always 
for the best. 

Miur Wrient.—Your note received, but 
nothing else has come to hand as yet Pos- 
sibly it has been missent. 

Marw SrEwART.--The story is received 
and will appear in time. It is nicely written. 

O. B. R.— Life has its ups and downs. We 
hav to take them as they come. Look for a 
letter by and by. 

Or» Boy.— You must laugh and grow fat. 
“ Throw physic to the dogs.” 

E. M. D.—Stick to farming. 

— — — 9$ 49—— —— ——— 


Our Puzzle Box. 


1.—REBUS. 


Why is this bit of ill-fortune like a man 
endeavoring to reduce his expenses ? 


2.—EOCENTRIO OHARADE. 


Here's cunning, wisdom, wit combined— 
Deep penetration of the mind. 

To solve this, too, the whole you need, 
As from the center out we read; 

To left a substance light and rare, 
Like oxygen or common air; 

A vast collection, to the right, 

Of houses greets the puzzler’s sight, 
Where wealth in luxury resides, 
Where pinching want in woe abides, 
Where science beckons to her scheols, 
Where superstition blinds her fools ; 
Where people sell till all is gone, 

And then their very virtue pawn; 

And virtue gone, still in the streets 
The moral skeleton one meets 
Disguises half its shame and sin 


I hope. 


And all its emptiness within. 
The first (reversed) may shed its light, 
And turn to-day a final night; 
But only whole our steps can guide 
To shun /as?s evils spreading wide. 
Irwin, La. J. K. P. BAKER. 


98.—MAGIO PIOTURE. 


YOUTH AND OLD AGE. 


The two old friends together meet, 
Advancing slow, with faltering feet; 
Across each mird there flashes, fleet, 
A vision of the bygones sweet, 

When they in blushing youth dia meet. 


4.—8QUARE. 
1. A leguminous plant. 
2. A mineral used in pelishing. 
8. Moderately warm. 
4. One who makes proclamation. 
5. A fabulous monster with many heads. 
Warren B. OROHARD. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDEEN'8 OORNER 
APRIL 9, 1887. 


3.-Always be systematic in your intercourse 
with business men. 4.-River. 


. Sciegce Column. 


Liberal Lesson Leaves. 


PHYSIOAL SERIES—MATTER, ITS GENERAL NAT- 
URE, OONOLUDED. 

9. Impenetrability. By this property of 
matter two bodies cannot occupy the same 
space at the same time. If you immerse your 
hand in a bucket of water, you will displace 
some of the water and it will rise higher, but 
the space occupied by your hand will not also 
contain water at the same time; when you 
withdraw your hand, the water will fill the 
space again. By this method we can meas- 
ure the volume or size of a body; the water 
is put into a graduated vessel and the body to 
be measured is then immersed in the water. 
The amount of water displaced may then be 
seen, and this is the same as the volume of 
the body. The experiment mentioned in Ar- 
ticle 3 also illustrates the impenetrability of 
the air and water. 

10. Compressibility. Compressibility is that 
property of matter by virtue of which it may 
be reduced in size by pressure. Gases such 
as air are most easily compressed, but all sub- 
stances can be made smaller by pressure, 
however hard and rigid they seem to be. 

11. Inertia. This is a very important, 
though purely negativ, property of matter. 
By virtue of this property, matter cannot of 
itself change its condition of motion or rest. 
In order to effect any change, it must be 
acted upon by some external force. 

Stones cannot move around by themselvs ;. 
trees and houses remain where they are 
placed. This is simply because matter can 
nof set itself in motion. The earth is turning 
round on its axis, and this rotation is what 
causes day and night. It keeps on turning 
simply because, by the property of inertia, it 
is unable to stop turning. In a similgr man- 
ner, Summer and winter are caused by the 
motion of the earth around the sun; the sea- 
sons succeed each other regularly because 
the earth is not capable of altering its condi- 
tion of motion. When a ball is thrown 
through the air, it keeps on moving for a 
while and would never stop unless the air or 
some other thing resisted it. It would move 
on inastraight line forever if it were not 
drawn to the earth by gravitation (7). 

Experiment.—Place a small smooth card 


upon the forefinger of the left hand, and a 
coin on the card, directly over the finger. 
Giv the card a blow with a lead pencil or 
with the nail of the forefinger of the right 
hand. Thecard will fly away and the coin 
will remain on the finger. It may be neces- 
sary to try the experiment several times bo. 
fore it will succeed; the card should be thin, 
smooth, and stiff, such as a visiting card. 

12. Mobility. Mobility is that property of 
matter by virtue of which a body may be 
moved. Any body may be moved if suffi. 
cient force is applied to it. 

18. Divisidility. By this property of mat. 
ter, bodies may be separated into parts. Pa. 
per may be torn, water sprinkled around, 
wood cut into pieces, metals filed, and stones 
crushed. "There are many other ways of sep. 


arating matter into parts, but the above will 


do forexamples. We know of no limit to 
the divisibility of matter; but when wecome 
to study the molecular theory (No. 5 of this 
series), we will learn that there is supposed to 
be a limit by the adherents to this theory. 

One of the best examples of the extent to 
which divisibility of matter may be carried is 
shown in the wearing away of coins. Coins 
after several years’ use show signs of loss of 
metal; try to imagin the size of the particles 
lost each time the coin is handled! 

14. Elasticity. Elasticity is that property 
of matter by virtue of which it resumes its 
original size or shape when the force which 
altered it is removed. There are several 
kinds of elasticity, according to the kind of 
force applied. Elasticity developed by press- 
ure is the only kind that is a general prop- 
erty of matter; the other kinds are peculiar 
to solids, and will be considered when treat- 
ing of them. ! 

Experiment.—Take a rubber balloon filled 
with air, and press it between the hands, 
When the pressure is removed it will resume 
its original size and shape. This experiment 
illustrates both the elasticity and compressi- 
bility of the air. 

15. Remarks.—We must always bear in 
mind that the laws of nature are the laws of 


. the changes in matter, and that these laws are’ 


absolutely invariable and unchangeable. We 
cannot even think that they hav not always 
been the same, and that they will not always 
remain the same. There is no uncertainty 
about them, no irregularity, no perhaps, no 
sometimes ; they are fixed and eternal. 

All things that happen are natural. We 
know of no power superior to the laws of 
nature. There is no reliable case on record 


where the laws of nature were changed, sus- 


pended, or modified in the least. 

Never regard anything as supernatural be- 
cause you do not understand it. Examin it, 
investigate it, and you will often find that 
what at first appears strange, or even super- 
natural, is simply the result of nature's laws, 
and is what might hav been expected under 
the circumstances. If everyone regarded the 
unknown as supernatural and inexplicable, 
there would be no advancement, no study, no 
knowledge. Remember that everything 
which we now know we at one time did not 
know, but had to learn it by observation and 
Study. G. G. GROWER. 


QUESTIONS. . 

Note.—Always explain why you giv any answer. 
Some of the answers here given are only partial. 
See if youcan auswer the questions more com- 
pletely. . 

1. Question. What property of matter causes 
b dies to fall to the earth? Answer. Gravitation. 

9. Q. What general properties of matter are 
shown when a body falls to the earth? A, Gravi- 
tation and mobility. g 

3. Q. When a rubber ball is dropped on the floor, 
and bounces upagain? A. Mobility, gravitation, 
elasticitv, and impenetrability. = i 

4. Q. When iron isfiled? A. Divisibility, mobil- 
ity. and gravitation. More 

5. Q. When the hand is dipped into a basin of 
water eo that the water overflows? A, Mobility, 
extension, impenetrability, gravitation, and di- 
visibility. : p 

6. Q. When a window is broken by throwing a 
stone through it? A. Mob'lity, inertia, impene- 
trability, divisibility, gravitation. 


R? DUCED TO $1.00, 
THE STORY HOUR. 
A Book for Children and Youth. 
BY MISS SUSAN H. WIXON. 
Over a hundred fine illustrations. 
0 LD Catalogue of Old, Rare, and Second- 
hand Standard books gent free, 


BOOK: { JORDAN BROS., 45 North 9:b, St., 
zx 13117 Philadelphia, Pa. 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 
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Address TEE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


ne 


r 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, APRIL 28, 1887, 


289 


Agents for the Truth. Seeker. 


OALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
OANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
OOLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
f ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis., 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
g KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 


MAINE. 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 


Mills). 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MIOHIGAN. 


A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Chas. Sach, 188 8. Division St., Grand Rapids. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. . 
Dr. Wolff, 620 North 5th street, St. Louis. 
MONTANA. 
O. B. Whitford, Butte City. 
NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. 
Drentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 


OHIO. 
N. Hexter, 808 Supenor street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 

OREGON. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
: PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 315 North 10th st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 

TENNESSEE. 
Ferdinand Pfister, Nashville. 
. TEXAS. 

L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 


UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 

Henry Booth, Stockton. 


VIRGINIA. 
Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, Snowville. 
ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s Court, Fleet street, 
London, 
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OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 


in the suit of the 
Bankers’ snd Merchants’ Tele- 
graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 


So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that THE TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


SPIRITUALISM 
Sustained 


By the Bible. 


BY COL. JOHN R. KELSO. 
CONTENTS: 


SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE BIBLE. 


SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE OHRIS- 
TIAN OHUROH. 

SPIRITUALISM A NECESSITY IN GOD'S GEN- 
ERAL GOVERNMENT. 

SPIRITUAL MEDIUMSHIP. 


OBJEOTIONS ro SPIRITUALISM ANSWERED. 


Like all Taz TRUTH SEEKEE'S publications, the 
mechanical execution of the work is all that could 
be desired. Good paper, clear type—in short, & 
neat little volume. 

The primary object of the work, as its title indi- 
cates, is to sustain Spiritualism, but the absurdi- 
ties of the Christian religion, and the abomina- 
tions of the old Jew book, get & terrible shaking 
Up. The book contains much to interest every 
intelligent reader. . . Colonel Kelso has done 
much acceptable work in the cause of Freethought 
and Liberalism all over the land. Send for his 
new book—read it—put it into the hands of every 
Christian ; it will teach him that the way of the 
fool is foolishness. Every Liberal who reads it 
will certainly find his “§piritual” strength re- 
newed.—Jouw Prox. 

Bouna a vluth, 245 pp., price $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
pi 33 Olinton Place, New York. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
BY W. 8. BELL. ` 


“Iam very much pleased with it, and I wish the 
eventy thousand ministers of this country were 
obliged to purchase the pamphlet and read every 


wo d of it.’ 
,. Prive 15 cents. For sale at this office 
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Reported for the “ Truth Seeker” by 
I. N. BAKER, 


and Printed by Permission of 
the Author, ; 


HHE ONLY GoRREGm 
EDITION, 


New YORK: 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


PRICE, 6 CENTS. 
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FOR 


LITTLE FOLKS. 


Bv AUNT ELMINA 


(Mns. E. D. SLENKER). 


NEW YORK: 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 


| 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


BUY ONLY 


Good Goods at Lowest Prices. 


The following area few of my leaders, all of 
which are latest improved, best maks, solid cuin 
silver, open face or hunting, American stem-wind 
watches, and guaranteed strictly as represented 
or cash refunded : 2 ounce case, 7 jewels, $10; 8 
ounce, $11; 4 ounce, $12. With 11 jeweled. meve- 
ments, $12.50, $13.50, $14.50; 6 ounce, $16; 6 ounce, 
$17.50. With full (15) jeweled movement, pat. reg- 
ulator, $16,$17. $18, $19.50. 6 ounce, $21; adjusted 
to heat and cold, add. $4, being only $25 for this 
magnificent, 6 ounce, full jeweled, adjusted watch 
usually sold for $35 to $40. The following are all 
best 14 karat gold filled gold watches, cases ele- 
gant and latest style, and guaranteed by special 
certificate from factory and myself for 20 years: 
7 jewels, $24.50; 11 jewels, $27; 15 jewels, $30. Ad- 
justed, $34, cheap at $40 and practically as good as 
any $100 watch a lifetime. Ladies’ watches, same 
best quality cases : 7 jewels, $20 ; 11 jewels, $22 ; 15 
jewels, $28. In good 2d quality filled cases, $2 to 
$5 less. Ladies’ 14k. solid gold watches, $30, $82, $38, 
Heavier gold cases in embossed, chased, enam- 
eled, Louis XIV. style, diamond ornamentations 
etC., $5 to $50 extra. Gents’ 14 k. solid gol 
watches, from $45 up. Swiss watches, to close out, 
very low. Theabove all guaranteed below bottom 
prices elsewhere er cash refunded. are care- 
fully inspected before sending, warranted for one 
year, and sent prepaid if on line of American Ex, 
office. Sundries: Best rolled gold piated chains 
and charms for ladies or gents, $2, $3, $4, $5, usual- 
ly sold for $3. $4, $5, to $7. Jewelry, latest styles, 
full line, 25 per cent below regular prices, Best 
spectacles in the world, $1. Genuin pebbles, $2. 

ent prepaid in case. Eye-glasses, same price. 
(Send line of finest print you can read distinctly 
without glasses and state how many inches from 
eyes, and I can suit you first time.) Good razor, 
$1. Best in the world—a luxury—$2. Extra fine 
strops, 60 cents. Set best violin strings, 50 cents. 
For guitar, 75 cents. 3 Ludwig harmonicas, 50 
cents. Best achromatic opera glasses, $4, $5; in 
pearl, $8 to $12. Large field glasses, $8, $10. Sig 
nal service, $12. atches cleaned, $1. Springs 
$1. Jewels,$1. And returned free. Best work 
Try me. OTTO WETTSTEIN, 

s Rochelle, Ill. 
Designer and patentee of New Freethought Badge 
in pins and charms, 2 sizes, solid gold, enameled 
in 4 colors, and most beautiful badge ever de- 
signed. Small, $2, $2.75, $3.50. Largo,$3 to $5; 
with fenum diamond, $8, $10 ; and charms up to 
$15. Demand daily increasing. Agents yeni ed. 


ROMANISM, 


DANGER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 
Prrog, - =- a = - 40 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


BLASPHEMY 


—AND— 


THE BIBLE. 


BY O. B. REYNOLDS. 


Showing that the Bible and the believers in 
are the real blasphemers, and not the Secu 
larists. 

This is the pamphlet for the distribution 
which Mr. Reynolds is now indicted, and to be 


TRIED FOR BLASPHEMY 
May 3d. ` 


Price, 10 Cents; 6 for 50 cents; 18 for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


S. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri. 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts, 
** A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power ; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day.”— Jorn 
Swinton’s Paper, * 

Golden Throne, a Romance. “The 
author certainly has genius, The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. Thebookisfilled with 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcript ofa manly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "—INGERSOLL. $1. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it.s 
shown there ig much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 

Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured ferth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Dr. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 
Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 

Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 
other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 

Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 


version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the muti'ated 
copy—the Genesis legend—is shown, Price 10 


cents. 
ll of the above address 
For all of te A TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; J. M. Pryse and J 
M. Burgler, Printers, This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 

rige,the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and Fenerally 
fo the practical solution of the problem of Integral 
Co-operation. Price, $1 a year; 50 cents for six 
months: 95 cents for three months 
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EE Poetry. 


At Thirty. 


‘ AN ODE. 

‘Twas yesterday I closed the thirtieth year 

Of my existence. It seems but yesterday 
That it began—as least, so those hav said 

Who mind that interesting circumstance. 
Thongh I was there, yet I hav slipped my hold 
Upon the first impressions I received 

Of this poor weary world of woe, - I think 
That later on a slipper helped me some 

To get a notion of impressions 


At four I was a boy at school, and there 
I learned to say my letters, spell. and write, 
To read the Testament, wherein it saith 
That in the days of Herod, king, behold 
There came out ‘seven wise men from the East ;” 
And I hav wondered from that day to this 
, How they got home again. 


But I digress, 
At five I said my prayers, as every night 
I went to bed, and said them loud. because 
They having charge of my religions welfare 
Feared else I might deceive, ana, full of sin, 
Instead of praying God for grace and strength 
Ask him for drums, and boots, and pocketknives. 
So I became a miracle of grace, 
And took my way on every Sunday morn 
To Sibbath-school, stopping upon the way 
Anon to throw a furtiv stone or two 
At sundry cats; again, to lick a smaller boy 
Who by his conduct had become unpopular. 
At length, with growing age, I dropped upon 
The Sunday-school ; the cats went unmolested by, 
And it is fifteen l^ng and weary years 
Since I hav had a fight. Ah, me! those days 
Will come no more. ` 


Then other years went by—years spent at 
school— 
In which regarding schoolmarms I learned much. 
The penalty for lessone badly said 
Waa staying after school the which I liked, 
The teacher being young and favored well; 
And 80 I missed my lessons purposely, 
And I suspect she tumbied to the same. 
Time after that, returning to the place— 
The scene of youthful days and foolish dreams— 
I met her on the street, ‘long which she wheeled 
A baby carriage canopied o’erhead. 
I interviewed the occupant thereof at once, 
And chucked the smiling cherub ’neath the chin, 
It laughed, held out its hands, and crowed, 
“ Dad-dad.? 
Quoth I: “My smiling cherub, thou art off, 
Yet who ean tell us what I might hav been 
Had chance not turned my steps a different way ? 
But this was years ago.” 
To-day Iam 

One score and ten. Full thirty times 
My birthday hath occurred. Yet younger men 
Can likewise look back on their lives and say, 
* Full thirty times.” Shall I feel cause to grieve 
Tuat they had better luck that way than 1? 
"T were better had they been abstemious, 
"Tis said that when a man has reached my age; 
Aud still in lonely singleness abides, 
He is before the law a bachelor, 
Such is my own estate, and Í belong 
To that respectable minority. 
And there are those who say a penal tax 
Should be imposed on all unmarried men 
Of thirty upward; against which, of course, 
I kick. protest, and hold it most unfair 
That my hard lines should be accounted guilt. 
Is it my fault that, of the hundred girls 
Whom I hav known, no one hath snared me yet? 
I treated all alike, aud gave them all 
The same old yarn. If all said chestnut, 
Task again, is that my fault? Not so. 
Theirs is the blame for sitting down on me 
(I apeak of ‘sitting down” in metaphor) 
With such great force ; it is discouraging, 
They might hav waited till they'd married me, 
Aud then in fact sat on me literally, 
According to due process of the law. 


Ro I remain a bachelor, and write 
This jerky Ode. Friends of my youth grow up, 
And wed, or die, or go out West; andI 
Following the established precedent, 
Am left, To ali old Bachelors, old Maids, 
Spinsters and Wallflowers, the whole Grand Army 
Of the Left, I say, I’m with you—shake! 

April 12th. MAN WITH A PADGEPIN. 

— — ——— — 


La Roy Sunderland's Ideology. 


The reason that Dr. Sunderland did not 
explain ‘‘how he possessed his remarkable 
power over the minds and bodies of some 
persons " was because he did not know. The 
reviewer in Tug Truru Seeker of March 
26th says, ‘It was hoped that in ‘ Ideology,’ 
his last and chief work, he had left his secret 
as a legacy to the world." 

He had no ‘‘ secret," for he did not know 
himself. I hav performed as remarkable 
cures as ever did La Roy Sunderland, but if 
you would giv me the universe I could not 
tell “how” I did them. Ican relate the cir- 
cumstances, describe my sensations, giv my 
opinion, and that is all. 

The reason Bishop and Montague do not 
explain how they perform their wonders is 
because they cannot satisfactorily, for they 
do not know. I hav performed far more 
wonderful things than has ever been reported 
of either of them, for, unlike them, I am not 
led, I go myself; but if my life depended 
upon it, I could not tell * how" I do it; I 
only know that I hav a desire or impulse to 


do as I do, or say what I do say, and the 


result follows. 
The primary cause is yet to be discovered, 
specifically detailed, and classified among the 


sciences. The ignorance of the past ascribed | For as the reasonable.cat aud dog is one 


this power to gods, devils, angels, witches, 
and spirits, as it did every effect the cause of 
which could not be traced and comprehended. 

The reason I never made public this 
wonderful power of mine is because I could 
not fully explain the cause. I thought in 
1851, when it first developed so powerfully 
through me, that it was caused by spirits. 
When I ascertained that it was not, as I 
could not tell what it was, I preferred, rather 
than to be called a superstitious fanatic, to 
remain silent before the public; but often, in 
seclusion among friends and conscientious 
strangers, hav exercised this power, which 
persons who are living will testify to the 
truth of my statements. f 

Barre, Mass. 


The Cathartie Creed. 

Whosoever shall be saved, before all things 
it is necessary that he hold the Cathartic 
Faith. 

Which Faitb, except every one do keep in 
a hole or on file, without doubt he shall per- 
ish perpetually. 

And the Cathartic Faith is this: that we 
conceive of a circular Triangle and a three- 
cornered Circle. 

Neither rounding the angles nor dividing 
the circumference. 

For there is one angle of the Barrel, one of 
the Bung, and another of the Bunghole. 

But the head of the Barrel, of the Bung, 
and the Bunghole is all one, the hoops within, 
the staves external. 

Such as the Barrel is, such is the Bung, 
and such is the Bunghole. ` 

The Barrel is solid, the Bung solid, and the 
Bunghole solid. 

The Barrel liquid, the Bung liquid, and 
the Bunghoie liquid. 

The Barrel gaseous, the Bung gaseous, and 
the Bungbole gaseous. 

And yet there are not three gaseouses, but 
one gaseous. 

As also there are not three liquids, nor 
three solids, but one liquid and one solid. 

So likewise the Barrel is empty, the Bung 
empty, and the Bunghole empty. 

And yet there are not three empties, but 
one half empty. 

So the Barrel is full, the Bung full, and 
the Bunghole full. 

‘And yet there are not three fulls, but 8 one 
little too full. 

So likewise the Barrel is.awful, the Bung 
very awful, and the Bunghole awfully awful. 

And yet there are not three awfuls, but one 
rather queer-looking, nevertheless. 

For likewise as we are compelled by geo- 
metrical verity to acknowledge every angle 
by itself to be both Bung and Hole, 

So are we forbidden by the Cathartic relig- 
ion to say there be three Bungs or three 
Holes. 

The Barrel is made of staves, neither 
headed nor hooped up. 

The Bung is of the Barrel alone, neither 
Shaped nor fashioned, but somehow. 

The Bunghole is of the Barrel and the 
Bung, neither bored nor cut nor punched, but 
extracted. 

So there is one Barrel, not three Barrels; 
one Bung, not three Bungs; one Bunghole, 
not three Bungholes. 

And in this trinity none is ahead nor astern 
nor abreast of another; nor as great nor as 
little as another. f 

But the whole three angles are mysteri- 
ously what-you-may-call-it. 

So that in all things, as is aforesaid, the 
circular Triangle or the triangular Circle is to 
be worshiped. 

He therefore that will be shaved must pay 
the barber. 

Furthermore it is necessary to prevent sali- 
vation that he conceive rightly of the tripar- 
tite Bung. l 

For the truth is that we believe, or profess 
to believe, that the Bung is both Plug and 
Hole. : 

Plug, of the substance of the Barrel, which 
is within it, and Hole, of the substance of 
the Bunghole, which it surrounds. 


Erra E. GIBSON. 


Perfect Plug and perfect Hole, of a three- 


cornered square round shape, on pork and 
beans subsisting. 

Equal to- the Barrrel when touching the 
Barrekhead, and inferior to the Bunghole 
when touching its Bungholiness. 

And although it be Plug and Hole, yet itis 
neitber, but a veritable Bung. 

Made, not by inserting the Barrel into the 
Bunghole, but by pulling the Bunghole out of 
the Barrel ; 

Not by desultory aud spasmodic jerking, 
but by a union of persons, and a long pull, 
a strong pull, and a pull altogether. 


sausage, so Bung and Hole is one Barrel. 

Which is used as an Ash-Barrel, descends 
into the cellar, and rises again to the third 
story. 

It descends to the sidewalk, sitteth on the 
thumb-hand side of the lamp-post, whence it 
shall be dumped when the ash-cart cometh. 

At whose coming all men shall close their 
eyes and take no account of the dust. 

And the cinders shall be sifted, and those 
that are burnt shall be leached for lye, and 
the unburnt cinders shall make a rousing 
fire. 

This is the Cathartic Faith, which unless a 
man believe ardently and enthusiastically he 
cannot be physicked. 

Bully for the Barrel, for the Bung, and for 
the Bunghole; 

For the hoops are off, the heads are gone, 
and ‘tis a Barrel without ends. Amen. 
Hooray ! 


Our Flag Above the Cross 


This device is for 
paper and envel- 
opes for Secular 
Unions and others. 


PRICES: 


Haf-note, bl'k ink, 
per quire, . .18 
Envelopes, black 
ink, per pack, .18 
Paper or enveloper 
with local ad- 
dress, 1,000, $6.00 
| Half-note, 4 colors, 
per quire, . .95 
Envelopes,4 colors, 
per pack, . .25 
Paper or envelopes 
4 colors, with lo- 
cal address, per 
1,000, . . $10.00 
Address 


Tho Truth Seeker. 


COPYRIGHTED. 


Any profit from sales will be devoted to the free 
distribution of Liberal literature. 


bighty-Aore Farm. 


I hav an eighty-acre farm for sale in sonth- 
wertern Minnesota, an unimproved prairie farm 
in Nobles county, the south half of the northeast 
quarter of section 12 in township No. 103 of range 
42. Iowe two Liberais $300 on the tract, and will 
sell at a bargain for the sake of paying them their 
money. Address 

16 W. F. JAMIESON, Denver, Col. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 


Price 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


WHAT'S TO BE DONE? 
A NIHILISTIC ROMANCE. 


By N. G. TCHERNYCHEWSKY. With a portrait 
of the Author. Translated by BENJ. 
R. TUCKER. 


Written in Prison. Suppressed by the Czar. The 
Anthor Over Twenty Years an Exile in Sibe- 
ria. Russian Edition worth $600 a Copy. 
First American Edition Exhauste 

in Four Days. Second now 
Ready. An Elegant 
olume of 330 
Pages. 


In cloth, $1; paper, 75 cents. 
Androas THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


WORKS OF O, B. WHITFORD, M.D. 


Christianity a Reward for Crime. 
Authenticated by the Bible. 
Paper, 12mo, 29 pages, - - - 10c. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 
Paper, 12mo, 47 pages, - = - 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 250. 


A Masonic Vindication of Right. 
A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper,12mo,36 pages, - - - -  15c. 
Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

28 Lafayet*e Pl. New Vork 


VOLTAIBE S ROMANCES 


CONTENTS : 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.—Zadig 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princes 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowus. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Natnre.—Micromezas.- 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the White 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—AÀ QConversatior 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A Pleasure ir 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 

Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid paper. With 6' 

Price, cloth, beveled boards, $9.00. 


150. 


engravings. 
Hut calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 


op Yr XY GAAL 37 
X X& X" LARES 
OR, 


The Church of Practical Religion. 


BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attentiv while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


GOD AND HIS BOOK. 


THE BIBLE: WHERE DID WE GET IT 
AND WHAT IS IT? 


By SALADIN, editor of the London “Secular 
Review.” 
Issued in six parts. . Four parts now ready. Price 
25 cents each. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER office. 


BIBLE MYTHS 


AND THEIR .— 
Parallels in Other Religions. 


The object of the work 18 to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. 

“Tt is unquestionably true that the results of a 


rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are ` i 


uowhere else so accessible as they are now made 
in the work before us.”—N, Y. Sun, 
1vol.8vo. Cloth, About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.50. 


P | V | | 
ics 
A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York  Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
iean Revolution. Containing 
both the slanders and 
their refutation. 
BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, 
—o— 


The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in Vindication. 


TOGETHER WITH 
A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


"'8pp. Price 15 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 


A OOMPEND OF THE NATURAL Laws or IN- 
DUSTRIAL PRODUCTION AND 
ExGcHANGE. 


By J. K. Inearrs, author of *' Social Wealth.’ 
Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Infidel Death Beds. 


By G. W. FOOTE. 
Price, - - - = $85 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Bible Temperance: 


LIQUOR DRINKING 
Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
by the Bible, 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


Address 


This is a companion book to Remsburg’s “ Bi 
Morals.” 48 pages: price 10 cents, £s “ Bible 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette Place, New dork. 
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Ingersolls Works. 


The Gods. 


Paper, 50 cta; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
^ Humboldt," * Thomas Paine," “ Individual- 
ity,” and “Heretics and Heresies.” 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: The Ghosts," ** Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” The Declaration of In- 
dependence,” “About Farming in Illinois," 
t The Grant Banquet,” The Rev, Alexander 

; Clark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and “ A ‘Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25. _ 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; | 


plain cloth, $1.25. 


What: Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


per, 25 cents. 2 ] 

The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
: Tpgersol, Judge Jeremiah S. Black, and Prof. 
George F, Fisher. -Paper, 50 cents ;:cloth, $1. 
Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 

10 cents, $1.00 per doz. post paid. ‘Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary .document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. A 
Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers- to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Frantscan, 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen: 25 copiés,. $1; 100 copies, $3. 

, Millions of these Should be circulated, 
Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 

ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents, 


Address. on the Civit Rights Bill. 
Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents, 
Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 


ound in.one volume, 
for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on “ Ortho- 
doxy;" bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,800 
pages, which is sold at.the exceedingly low 
price of $5, Sent by mail postpaid. 
‘'Pributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s “Tribute to 
8 Brother,” '"The Vision of War,” the "Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 
“Little Harry Miller’s Grave,” that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing, and the four wili be forwarded 
to any address, for 50cts, or either one for 15cts. 
. Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book isa gem. Itis a model in every re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated “ Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “ tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versationgof the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 


urpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph’ 


‘ac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 

Price, in. silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 
Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 


life, price, $1.50 each. Every admirer of these 
apostles o ligious Liberty should hav them. 


Photographs of Coionel Ingersoll. 


panel, 103x17, $3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40. 


cents. : 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT O. ADAMS. 
Oloth, $1.25, For Sale at this Office. 


W.S B:Ll/S PAMPHLETS. 


The Confliet between Christianity 
and Civilization. 


PRIOK, - - - - - -  150ENTS. 


It is a stunner; concise, scholarly, and good.— 
E. Billings, 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
PRICE, 15 CENTS. 


Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. : 

Iam much pleased with vour address, and will 
notice it in Mau,—T. B. Wakeman. 

A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. Itis avery 
able paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 
Age. 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTS, 


The number of heads. under which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner iu which each point is dis- 
cussed, should be highty coinmended. Therefore 
I take great pleasure in recommending * Anti- 
Prohibition "to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not oniy in the cause of temper- 
ance, but iu the principles of self government.— 
J.J, McCabe. * 


Ingersoll’s Tributes. 


REOUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
Boll's at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing, The titles are: 

The Vision of War, 
Tribute to his Brother, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 

The price of these hei etofore has been $1.00. We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFT': CENTS. Mailed secure 

‘from b.cakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
98 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


To meet the demand 
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|. Calendar for 1887, . :- 


Freethought Abroad, - 


— 


Putnam, - $ s 
The Parson. A Story. 
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; 


dfreethinkers’ Almanac, 
1587.. 


(E. M. 
+ UIT + ILLUSTRATIONS. + 


CONTENTS- 


Freethought in the United States, 1886, - 
Liberty. Address by Grover Cleveland, 
The Coming Dawn. By D. Louis Bodge, 


Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the 
States and Territories of the United States, 


The Right to Testify. By F. M. Holland, : 
The American Secular Union. By Samuel P. 


By Si Slokum, 


NEW YORK: 


|, PUBLISHED AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, 
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PRICE, 25-CENTS. 


—— 


SOCIAL WEALTH. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 


The Sole Factors and Haact Ratios in Its\ The Heathens of the Heath. A finely 


Acguirement and Apportionment. 
.By J. K. INGALLS, 


CONTENTS: Economie Schools: a brief re- 
view of their Origin and Growth; Rise and 
Growth of Capitalism; Unearned Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Social Wealth; Land Own- 
ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
the Productiv Factors; Partnership and Co-op- 
eration; Law of Contracts; Money and Credit; 
Of Value or Economie Ratios; Taxation as a 
Remedy; Reforms, nct Remedies; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conclusion. 

Price, Cloth, $1 00, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous; itis now known to be the work of W 
H. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents, More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this offics, 


GAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


OR, 


Men or Busurgss Woo Dip SOMETHING BESIDES 
Maxine Money. 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 


BY JAMES PARTON, 


This book contains 400 pages, plainly printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
Mr. Parton’s works need no commendation. They 
are standard. 

$1.25. 


Price, - =- - 
Address THE TRUTH SEEK ER. 
. 98 Lafayette Place, Naw York. 
The Secret of the East, 
OR, 
The Origin of the Christian Religion 


and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


For sale at this office. 


Price, $1.00. 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonne 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced, Paper, 
90 cents: cloth, $1.25, 


Exeter Hall, “ One of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vanghan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 


The Onteast. A deep, finely written 

Radical story. From the London edition. By 

b deus Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 
cents. 


All in a Lifetime. A Romance. : By 
Miss Susan H. Wixon, ‘The great charm of 
this novel is its absolute fidelity tonature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 

ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
rom 80 gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
. most readers in the Freethought ranks." Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY: 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other har 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 

We wish that the friends of Freethought would 


$3. 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 

By Gro. M. DAVENPORT, This is a little book— 
& pamphlet of 32 well-filled pages. costing only 
* a quarter,” but as full of meat as an egg. Itis 
well called " practical? for we find nothing un- 
practical init. Hens, ducks, Fare and turkeys. 
are particularly discussed and their economica 
breeding and keeping treated of. There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a largo 
scale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition to 
the poultry literatnre of the day. 

TRUTH SEEKER Offce, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


REPLY 
, TO REV. L. A. LAMBERTS : 
“NOTES ON INGERSOLL’ 
By E. W. Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priest's 
Historical misstatements. 
Price Cloth, 81; Paper, 50 Cents. 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Ear 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Ww. HENRY 
Burr. Price, 25 cents, 


For sale at this office. 
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*SuoPPEL'S MODERN HOUSES” No, 9, 
(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to suppiy all the neccessary pieces for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for putting them together. 

While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. Lt is, im fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 

ew Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 tio $15,000). id 

2 New Deuigns for Barns. 

1New Design for a Chapel. 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 

(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 

An Article on Villa Park Associations, 

SENT, POSTPAID, ON REOEIPT OF PRICE, $1, 
Address 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASS0'N. 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


d THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION, 

From the German of MAX NORDAU. 


SEVENTH EDITION, 
A most powerfully written book.—Phtla. Recora 
This Book is not a Book! It is a Deed and 
those who oppose it will prove that they fear it.— 
Vienna News. Price, 60 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


The ite Analyzed. 


John R. Kelso, A.M, 
CONTENTS: 


The Old Testament.—The New Testament.—The 
Creation.—The Deluge.—The Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles cf the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Satan of the Bible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
ihe Bible,—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 

ayior. 

Crownoctavo. R33 pn  Rplendidly exeente *. Ben: 
hy mail. post naid. Price. $3 00. 


SACRED MYSTERIES 
AMONG THE 
Majas and the Quiches 11,500 
. Years Ago. 


ORIGIN OF THE BIBLICAL MYTH 
By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON, 
Illustrated. ~ - - Price, $2.50, 

For Sale at this office. - 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autographs 50c. 


HERE AND THERE 
IN YUCATAN, 


Miscellanies by Arioz D. Lr ProwaEON 
Author of '* Yucatan: Its Ancient 
Palaces and Modern 
Cities.” 

Price, $1.25. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place 


THE 


Fathers of Our Republic: 
Paine, Jefferson, Washington, 


Franklin. 


A LECTURE delivered before the Tenth Aanua 
Congress of the American Secular Union, 
in Chickering Hall, New York 
November 18, 1586. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
Addres 


Price 15 cents. 
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Uspzn the recently amended marriage law 
of this state a marriage performed by a Jew- 
ish rabbi is not legal, and the authorities hav 
refused to register such marriages. The law 


will hav to be changed or rabbis must bej 


classed as ‘‘ ministers of the gospel.” 


Tux body of the young 


ER OP CREATION, 


Discussion Between 
Gladstone, Huxley, 


Muller, 
Linton, 


Retrille, 


On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. |. 


CONTENTS: 
I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. ByHon. 
. E. Gladstone. 
II. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 
preters of Nature, By Prof. T. H. Hnxley. 
III. Postscript to Solar Myths. By Prof. Max 


uiier. 


woman.murdered in Rah- 


way, N. J., a month ago 


was buried Sunday un- 


identified. 


Dr. Lyman ABBOTT 


preached in Plymouth 


church last Sunday. The 


seats were not so full as 


when Beecher occupied 


the pulpit. - 


Tae local authorities at 
Washington revived an 
ancient Sunday law and 
put it in force last Sun- 
day, closing all stores, 
saloons, and other places 
of business. 


IN the case of John Ar- 
ensdorf, charged with the 
murder of the Rev. Geo. 
C. Haddock, of Sioux 
City, Iowa, the jury dis- 
agreed, standing eleven 
for acquittal and one for 
conviction, 


A rIRE of incendiary 
origin on the 17th burnt 
out the New Yorker Zei- 
tung, part of the Morning 


Journal, and several of- 
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Hews of the Beek. |THE ORD 


| 


By Hon, W. E. Gladsto 


eee Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. 
. Gladstone. 


V. Dawn of Creation. An Answer to Mr. Glad- 


stone. By Albert Reville, D.D. 
VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. By Prof. T. H. 


Huxley. : 
VII. A Protest and a Plea, By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
n 


This is a new book and contains the latest discns- 
sion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of the 
į Participants are a guarantee of its able character, 


1 Price, paper, 56 cents; cloth, 75 cents, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York 


« 
: 


fices in the 7Z'ribunebuild- 


ing. The proprietors of 
the Zeitung think that the 
Anarchists set the fire. 


New York liquor-deal- 
ers who kept their places 


open last Sunday did so at the imminent risk 
of being arrested. One hundred and fifty-six 
arrests were made, including Justus Schwab, 
the Socialist. This unwonted activity of the 
police comes from Mayor Hewitt’s orders to 
hav the Sunday law enforced. A repeal of 
the law is likely to follow its strict enforce- 
ment. 


AFTER a few days of spring weather, New : 
York.had a snowstorm last Monday. 


A Frenog steamship company brings Ital. 
ian immigrants from Naples to this port for 
$12 per head. 


Hie license has been lost to New York by ' 
Governor Hill's veto of the bill, which passed : 
both houses of the legislature. 


Ir is reported that Andrew Carnegie, the | « 


millionaire Socialist, is shortly to be married 
to an estimable young lady of this city. 


Mrs. Saran E. Hows, of the woman's bank 
in Boston, hasrun away with from $50,000 to 
$75,000. This is not Mrs. Howe's first de- 
cation. 


Mayor Hewirr has decided that Sunday is 
8 secular day of rest, and that therefore the 
keeping of other days as Sabbaths does not 
giv any person the right to do business on 
Sunday. 


Taz Rev. Justin D. Fulton said ina lecture 
last Sunday that he believed the words 
* rum, Romanism, and rebellion," were put 
into Burchard’s mouth by God to defeat 
Blaine who, if elected, would hav been a tool 
of the Catholic church. 


A aun larger than any hitherto produced is 
now under construction by Krupp, of Ger- 
many. It is 523 feet long, and weighs 815,- 
000 pounds. Its lightest projectils will weigh 
1,632 pounds, and will be propelled by 1,070 
pounds of prismatic brown powder. 


Warr Wairman, the poet, lectured in New 
York on the 14th. His subject was “ Abra- 
ham Lincoln." The lecture netted him nearly 
‘$200. In the evening he held a reception at 
the Westminster Hotel, which many literary 
people attended. Whitman is 67 years old, 
and not in vigorous health. 


Tux remains of President Lincoln and Mrs. 
Lincoln were last week removed from their 
resting-place in the cemetery at Springfield, 
TIL, and interred in Oak Ridge cemetery out- 
side the city. The coffin of Mr. Lincoln was 
opened, and those who knew him in life said 
that the features were readily recognizable. 
.It is twenty-two years since Lincoln was 
buried. 


Odds and Gnds. 


NEBRASKA deacon (to minister) : ** There is con- 


siderable talk of putting pennies in circulation, as 
many think we ought to hav a smal'er coin than a 
nickel.” Minister: ‘Is that the sense of the busi- 
ness community?’ Deacon: “I know very little 
about the business community, but it seems to be 
the sense of the congregation.” 


“Tux ills we hav in this world, my dear friend,” 
said the minister at the bedside of a sick man, 
“are largely due to ourselvs. We hav no more 
right to defy the laws of nature than those of 
divine providence. To what do you attribute 
your present illness?” **T caught cold while being 
immersed in theriver,” replied the sick man feebly. 


| * Pray read my hand,” he said, with a smile, 


As they satin the parlor bright, 
And I will read yours; it will serve to while 
The moments away to night.” 


She took his hand, and its lines she scanned, 
Then wide she opened her eyes: 

** You're in love, I see, with a girl,” said she, 
“ About my age and size. 


* You've loved her long, and your love is strong; 
The lines of your hand disclose, 

And you'd ask her to be your wife, but I see 
That you're afraid to propose. 


* But you need not fear, for *tis written here,” 
The maiden fair wenton. 

As the palm she scanned, **toask her hand, 
For her heart is already won." 


Then the youth proposed, and with cheek rose 
hued, 
She answered, ** Yes,” with a smile, 
And a season of osculation ensued 
In regular Down East style. —Boston Courier. 


Tue following story is contributed to our col- 
umn of ** Odds and Ends” by an esteemed corre- 
spondent: One evening, not long since, Uncle 
John D. got off the following : **In the early days 
of this country (northern Indiana) the settlers 
hereabouts made logging-bees for the purpose of 
roling and carrying the logs together in great 
heaps, preparatory to burning and clearing off 
theland. At such times the settler would invite 
fifteen or twenty hands, and they would usually 
hav a lively time. Once, when I was a lad about 
fifteen years old, my father had a logging-bee. I 
guess he had aboat twenty hands. Everything 
went off in good shape, and at noon, when dinner 
was announced, we all made a rush for the house. 
Uncle Dave Martin (who, by the way, wasa saving 
kind of man) had put a fresh chew of tobacco in 
his mouth just before dinner was called, and, not 
wishing to throw it away, he walked to one of the 
rear corners of the house, and taking out his quid 
he carefully laid it on the end of one of the logs. 
Then he proceeded to the front of the house to 
prepare for dinner. Some of the men noticed him 
Jay his tobacco up, and, thinking to hav a joke on 
Uncle Dave, they each walked up and added their 
‘cud’ to his, which increased it in bulk till it was 
half as large as a man's fist. After dinner Uncle 
Dave walked out and, proceeding to where he had 
laid his tobacco, was about to pick it up when he 
noticed its enormous growth. He divined the 
joke at once, and, finally taking it up between his 


ABRAM AND HIS SON ISHMAEL. 


And Hagar bare Abram a son; and Abram called his son’s name, which Hagar bare, Ishmael. 
score and six.—Gen. xvi, 15, 16. 


thumb and finger, he looked at it in a peculiar 
manner and exclaimed, ‘Gracious! how my ter- 
backer has growed!” 


A DISCOURAGED PREACHER. 


“Tf there ain't & change in the religions world 
pretty soon, I’m going to throw down the gospel 
and take up the grubbing-hoe,” remarked an old 
man yesterday. “I hav rid a circuit for forty 
odd years, and I'm treated worse now than when 
I first began.” 

What is your cause of complaint, parson?” 
asked a bystauder, 

“My recent cause is one what flakes all others,” 
answered the circuit rider, wiping a drop of water 
from the end of his peaked nose with the sleeve of 
his brown jeans coat. “I hav preached a good 
deal here in Little Rock, and until recentiy it had 
allers been my belief that if a man could pull 
through here he could pull through anywhere. 
But I was blind wrong. Yesterday I went in the 

| Gum Lick district, where I had an appointment to 

' preach in the school-house. When I got there I 
fonnd old man Wiggles, a hardshell Baptist, had 
got in ahead of me. I went in without any ill 
feeling, intending to wait until he got through, 
when I would muster my congregation and take 
the field. ` After a while he got through preaching 
and annonnced that sacrament would be taken 
when the boy got back from the still house. * My 
congregation use whisky instead of wine,’ he went 
on, *and Arkinsaw corn bread instead of your 
wheat fixens.’ Just then the boy arrived and the 
old man took the cob stopper from the black 
chunk bottle, and began to pour out the whisky. 
Now if there is anything that strikes me natural it 
i8 whisky, and thinking that I could preach better 
after being warmed up a little, I went up to the 
table and reached out for the bottle, when the old 
man looked at me and said : 

“t Ain't you a Methodist?’ 

** 3 Yes, sir.’ 

*"*Don't you know that we don't allow the 
Methodists to commune with ns? Do you take this 
place for a free lunch counter, eh? No, sir, if you 
are not a customer of the Lord you cannot eat 
and drink here.’ 

*T've got a right to the table, I said, ‘and I'll 
help myself.’ 

“ ‘Tech that bottle and T'll lift you.’ 

“+I grabbed the bottle, and the old man struck 
me with a pone of corn bread and knocked me 
down. Then somebody kicked me, and all hands 
drug me out.” 

“You got into a nest of close communionists, 
did you?” asked the bystanders, 

“Ruther like it. Why, them fellers would 
snatch a piece of bread from Jabob and tear the 
bosom outer Abraham’s shirt. No, sir; until there 
is more freedom in church I shan’t renew my con- 
nections, Where can a fellow get a two pound 
hoe?”—Little Rock, Ark., Gazette. 


t 
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And Abram was four- 


Gems of Thought. 


THE more orthodox the church thé more zeal- 
ously it defended slavery, and the more heterodox 
the sect the more it has been in favor of human 
freedom, and the more persistently it has con- 
tended against the felland inhuman institution, 
—D. M. Bennett, ë 


IN all the sports of children, were it only in 

their wanton breakages and defacements, you 

I iil j it Shall discern a creativ in 
l Ii 


W stinct. The manikin feels 
\ 
N 
Y 


that he is a born man, that 
his vocation is to work, 
The choicest present you 
make him is a tool, be it 
knife or pen-gun, for. con- 
struotion or' destruotion, 
either way it is for work, 
for change. In gregarious 
sports of skill or strength 
the boy trains himself: to 
co-operation, for war or 
peace, as governor or gov- 
erned, The little maid, 
again, provident, of her 
domestic destiny, takes with 
preference to dolls.—Car- 
iyle’s Sartor Resartus. 


Tux orthodox system, as 
interpreted by Mr: Moody 
and most evangelical 
preachers, teaches that 
** conversion ” blots out the 
penalty of a life of sin, that 
the blood of Christ cleanses 
from all sin, 80 that the 
convert, thongh made such 
in the last hour of a sinful 
life, goes to heaven. In 
short, that no matter what 
the life has been, he may be 
converted and go to heaven. 
Now the practical result of 
this teaching is that many 
persons, believing it, are 
content to liv on in sin and 
gratify their evil desires, 
connting upon escaping the 
penalty by a late conver- 
sion. We all know this is 
80, and we know that sneh 
persons answer their anx. 
ious friends by saying, 
“Oh, I mean to be con- 
verted before I die.” This 
doctrin is a palpable en- 
couragement for continu- 
ance in evil doing, and 
thousands of persons sin on under the impression 
that they will repent in time to save themselvs 
from perdition.—Rev. W. L, Chafin, 


WHEN astronomy was young “the morning stars 
sang together for joy,” and the planets were 
guided in their courses by celestial hands. Now, 
the harmony of the stars has resolved itself into 
gravitation according to the inverse squares of the 
distances, aud the orbits of the planets are deduc- 
ible from the laws of the forces which allow a 
schoolboy’s stone to break a window. The light- 
ning waa the angel of the Lord, but it has pleased 
providence, in these modern times. that science 
should make it the humble messenger of man, and 
we know that every flash that shimmers about 
the horizon on a 8ummer’s evening is determined 
by ascertainable conditions, and that its direction 
and brightness might, if our knowledge of them 
were great enough, hav been calculated, —Hwuztey's 
Origin of Species. 


“Yov believe that your God is to be propitiated 
or thanked, or whatever you like to call it, by a 
few apples and pears, and a bunch or two of corn. 
and hops? Hermione, my wife, what has come to 
your reasoning facultities?" said Richa:- d " What 
it wonld be as well if it came to yours, Richard—a 
little humility and a little faith,” she answered 
tartly. “If you are humble, dear, what is that 
which pretends to teach you?” he said. “A body 
of men declaring themselvs infallible—the posses- 
sors of eternal and immutable truth, affirming an 
intimate acquaintance with the secret counsels of 
God, to use their own phraseology—and the map- 
pers out of heaven and hell, as if they had been 
over all with a measuring tape, and all quarreling 
among themselvs, and none of them knowing 80 
much as we others of the world around them in 
which they liv. Do you not see that you are being 
traded on through your very virtues? that your 
humility is the pabulum of their insolence? Your 
faith bolsters up their presumptuous assertions 
and makes their monstrous falsehood possible.— 
Mrs, Linton’s Under Which Lord. 


I BELIEVE in the gospel of cheerfulness, the gos- 
pel of good nature, the gospel of good health. 
Let us pay some attention to our bodies. Take 
care of our bodies and our souls will take care of 
themselvs. Good health! And I believe the time 
will come when the public thought will be so great 
and grand that it will be looked upon asinfamous 
to perpetuate disease. I believe the time will come 
when man will not fill the future with consump- 
tion and insanity. I believe the time will come 
when we will study ourselvs, and understand the 
laws of health, and then we will say we are under 
obligation to put the flags of health upon the 
cheeks of our children. Even if I got to heaven, 
and had a harp, I would hate to look back upon my 
children and grandchildren and 8ee them diseased, 
deformed, crazed--all sufferirg the penalties of 
crimes I had committed.—Ingersoii, 


— 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER 
DEATH IMPROBABLE. 
By L. R. SMITH. 
Pamphlet, 92pp., 12mo, Price, 10 cents. 


Published and for sale by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


HISTORYX 
OF THE 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. : 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL. 
Revised Edition—2 vols— Price, $$ 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


A JOURNAL OF FREETHOUGHT AND REFORM. 


Ratered at tbe Post-Odice at New York. N. Y- 29 Second-clase V attor. 


Vol.14. No. 18. } PUBLISHED WEEKLY.! 


New York, Saturdav, April 80,1887. 28 LAFAYETTE PL.! $3.00 per vear. 


dioíes and Clippings. 


two-thirds vote. Ens 

Tur Pennsylvania a 
Railroad Company hav | 
adopted what are called — 1 
vestibule cars to be run 
as a limited train bet ween 
here and Chicago. The 
vestibule is a sort of hood 
built over the platform in 
such a way that the cars 
are connected so as to 
form a continuous apart- 
ment. 


A LETTER from Ru- 
dolph Schnaubelt, the 
alleged thrower of the 
Haymarket bomb, has 
been received in Chicago. 
It is dated, ‘‘ Christiana, 
Norway, March, 1887.” 
The fugitiv denies throw- 
ing the bomb, but inti- U. f THE 
mates that he is sorry he { d 
did not do it, and that he = 
only left because heknew p, 
it was not safe for him in Ly 
Chicago. Wi 

Somr of the Knightsof f 
Labor wish to boycott Ly} 
the New York Sun be- t 
cause of its utterances on 
the labor question. Ty- B 
pographical Union No. 6 pium 
declines to concur, and 
holds that so long as the 
Sun pays the union scale 
of wages the union can | 
hav no quarrel with it, 
liberty of the press being 
something which labor is 
not organized to sup- p 
press. h 

TuE editor of a friendly i 
paper recently proposed i 
that a testimonial should ; 
be raised for John Swin- h 
ton by all his acquaint- 
ances in the journalistic 
ranks subscribing a dol- 
lar. Mr. Swinton declines Í 
to receive any money so Wi ' 
contributed, as whenever | | 
his paper fails to remu- | Wig 
nerate him he can earn Eh 
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money elsewhere with 


is the best of the labo 
journals. ` 
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Towar the support of 
St. Catherine’s hospital 
the city has for some time 
past contributed $3,000 
a year. In 1886 the 
amount was increased by 
the legislature to $4,000, 
but the board of esti- 
mate, forgetting this, ap- 
propriated only $3,000. 
The hospital will sue for 
the balance of $1,000. 
This is a clear case of a 
beggar suing his bene- 
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AN evangelist named Forrest has been him a full hand,” and believes that by means ^ “Do you know young man,” he said, sol- 
making things lively in San Francisco, says , of it he “ can win every time.” The Episcopa- emnly, ‘that the constant use of whisky 
the Herald. He uses the vocabulary of his |lians are the people who ‘‘ do the prayer act," eventually destroys the wil power?" “No 


former profession, that of a gambler, to ex-|and the clergymen who are given to a white sir,” replied the youth, incredulously, “ it in- 

Mass&oHusETTR has a high license bill| press the charms of religion withal, and if necktie are stigmatized as “ fine-haired creases the will power. I heard a man say 
pending in her legislature. Last week it|his language lacks grace, it certainly has|ducks.' The Christian religion has sunk last Sunday morning, as he found a side door 
passed to a third reading in the House by a force. He declares that the Lord has ** dealt very low in making use of a tool like Forrest. locked, that he proposed to hav a drink if he 
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factor because the annual A VISITOR FROM ROME. 


N had to try every saloon 
- from Harlem Bridge to 
Sandy Hook, and he 
meant it, too. Talk about 
will power!” 

Ir is said that the 
finances of Dr. Mc- 
Glynn’s old church are 
almost hopelessly in ar- 
rears, and many of the 
parishioners vow they 
will never put their 
hands into their pockets 
until Dr. McGlynn is re- 
instated. 

Presiprnt Bayes of 
the Board of Health has 
decided to record mar- 
riages performed by Jew- 
ish rabbis, although the 


i 


/ HAE statute does not include 
EFE rabbi h 
22060 I is among those au- 


thorized to officiate at 
weddings. He argues 
that the record of the 
health department is sta- 
tistical rather than legal, 
and that therefore all 
marriages should be re- 
corded. 


Sam Dr. John Hall 
last Sunday: “It is 


RAK 
ST 

— M. 
Aamann Ai 


NRI 
in 


iei] 
AN 
= 


a 


ig m 


E HU claimed by some men 
Lii f h: H 
EH | that man has risen from 
ear tate of 
teh Lege a state of savagory. 
Ekke There is not one atom of 
isinna r scientific evidence to jus- 
ERA tify such a belief. There 


si 
Li 


never was a barbarous 
race which raised itself. 
Others think that man is 
a development from low- 
er orders of life. We 
hav no proof of such de- 
velopment.” Yet Dr. 
John Hall stands in the 
front row of Christian 
teachers! 


A sPEOIAL meeting of 
Protestant ministers was 
held in Montreal on the 
10th to protest against 
the bill now before the 
Quebec legislature pro- 
posing to place cruci- 
fixes in all courts of law 
for the purpose of 
Strengthening the oaths 
of witnesses. A petition 
was drafted, to be pre- 
sented to the legislativ 
council, protesting 
against the bill because 
it is a serious outrage 
upon the religious con 
vietions of Protestants 
If the Protestants were 
consistent, they would 
affix also to their petition 
& protest against the 


presence of the Bible in 
the courts as a serious 
outrage upon the relig- 


SHALL WE LET HIM IN? l ious convictions of Free- 


contribution was scant. 


thinkers. 


A DAILY paper says: -'Mr. Courtlandt 
Palmer, president of the Nineteenth Century 
Club, will be on his nativ heath again within 
two or three weeks, and will officiate as 
chairman at the next meeting of the club, re- 
lieving Mr. Daniel G. Thompson, who has 
done such excellent service as acting presi- 
dent during the winter. The Nineteenth 
Century is a great and useful institution, and 
accomplishes many good things both for 


society and literature. Ten years ago one 
could not find, either in New York or Bos- 
ton, or in any other American city, such a 
gathering of people eminent in society, in 
business, the learned professions, and the fine 
arts, as that which assembled last Wednesday 
evening at the American Art Galleries to lis- 
ten to Col. F. W. Higginson's address on 
* The Position of Literature in a Republic.’ 
Colonel Higginson took an optimistic view of 


the influence of republics on literature, and| T= South Carolina supreme court has filed 
Mr. Brander Matthews agreed with him in the , * decision to the effect that a married woman 
main. Mr. Lathrop took the opposit view, ! cannot mortgage her separate estate for the 
and, as Mr. Matthews remarked, it was debts of her husband or any other person. 
lucky that Colonel Higginson divided his | TazChicago Living Church prints that Father 
subject into heads, because this enabled his Maguire said to his congregation: ‘‘On next 
disputant to follow the old Irish rule, Sunday the funeral of A. B. will be held in 
‘Wherever you see a head, hit it?” The this church. I shall preach a funeral sermon 
Society of Humanity has recently heard from on the occasion, and the man himself will be 
Mr. Palmer in a way agreeable to its treasurer. here—the first time in twenty years.” 
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Communications. 


Tales Told Out of School. 


THE REV. DR. JONES'S REPORT CONTINUED.—REVIVALISMS ; 
: , MOODY AND SANKEY. 
Ii. 

When a congregation loses its interest in divine 
things, and begins to disintegrate and scatter, some 
of the members, who do not understand the reason 
why, starb the project of a revival, and Moody and 
Sankey, perhaps, are called in to work & miracle of 
grace by their peculiar method of anecdotes and 
singing. After they finish their engagement, and re- 
ceive their pay, the congregation relapses into its 
former indifference and spiritual deadness, only 
intensified. Moody has told his stories, and Sankey 
has sung his songs, for the hundredth time, and they 
need no study to bring out of their treasury things 
new as well as old. But the regular pastor, who 
studies laboriously and conscientiously year in and 
year out to build up his people in their most holy 
faith, does not, and cannot, preach sensational ser- 
mons like the evangelistic knights errant who go 
prancing around in their heavenly armor among the 
churches, and make the house of God a circus for 
their evening performances at so much money a week, 
or a month, or by the job. These extemporaneous, 
thunder-storm revivals of religion are like the excite- 
ment produced on a laboring man in the harvest 
field by drinking liquor—it raises his physical energy 
above par, and enables him to do more work for the 
time being; but when the effect is over, and by the 
eternal law of action and reaction, he must go down 
as much below par as the liquor had raised him above 
it, and so nothing is gained in the long run. 

At a private conference of ministers, which I was 
invited to attend, called to consider the whole subject 
of revivalism, and to solve the question whether they 
were of any permanent value to the church, I was 
impressed by the remarks of the venerable Dr. M., 
whose praise is in all the churches as a man of deep 
piety and wisdom. He directed the attention of 
the brethren to the notorious and suspicious fact, 
commented on and joked about by the secular and 
Infidel papers, that all the revivalists become rich in 
their vocation. “ Mr. Moody,” said he, “ who began 
his career comparativly penniless, has become wealthy. 
Sankey, his alter ego, is rich, The Salvation Army 
in England is rich, made so by the gifts of churchmen 
who would scorn to be seen at one of their meetings, 
but who hay a secret hope that the Salvationist con- 
verts from among the masses may ultimately be 
brought into the congregations of the established 
chureh in such numbers as to justify its claim to be 
the church of the great majority of the English peo- 
ple, instead of a minority, as is now the case. Booth, 
the leader of that movement, during his late visit to 
this country, received—so the papers say—a donation 
of more than seven thousand dollars—of course from 
a woman—to erect salvation barracks, and promote 
the cause generally in England. See how the 
churches in Chicago, and other cities, giv money and 
presents without stint to those religious mountebanks, 
Sam Jones and Sam Small! All these men, like the 
priest and Levite of old, pass by on the other side of 
the country congregations, whose pastors preach the 
gospel on starvation wages, as if the souls of the 
rustics were not as worthy of salvation as.the souls 
of those who crowd into large cities. The reason is 
there is no money, but only souls, to be found in the 
rural districts. The women preachers, too, all, of 
course, revivalists, find that it pays them to leave 
their husbands and families at home in the care of 
other people, and devote themselvs to the profitable 
business of revivalism. The life of a pastor, espe- 
cially in the country, is rather monotonous and hum- 
drum, but the revivalist is in a constant state of 
pleasurable change and excitement, going from field 
to field as the bee goes from flower to flower in quest 
of honey, admired, worshiped by the women, and 
treated by all as if they were embassadors extraordi- 
nary and ministers plenipotentiary from the court of 
heaven, sent to perform miracles of grace among 
mortals. Their discourses, although to themselvs as 
stale and tasteless as a thrice-chewed quid of tobacco, 
are new and fresh to their constantly changing audi- 
ences, and under the magnetic influences which any 
large crowd imparts to a speaker, they say their 
pieces over, dwelling on the emphatic parts, and thus 
produce the desired effect. 

“There is an important lesson in these facts, my 
brethren,” continued the venerable sage, “although I 
must confess that it seems to enure to the benefit of 
the Infidels. It is that religion, in what is considered 
by so many superficial thinkers as its best form, 
revivalism, consists simply in emotion; that if has no 
relationship whatever either to sound morals, sound 
doctrins, or to reason; that it flourishes best among 

‘the ignorant and impulsiv class, like the negroes of 
of the South; and that under its abnormal excite- 
ment Christian people are willing to contribute liber- 
ally of their time and money in order to enjoy it. 
Settle Moody, or any of the rest of the genus, which 
has so many species, over an intelligent congregation, 
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and in six months, after he had preached over all his 
commonplace exhortations—I will not call them ser- 
mons—he would become like an old thread-bare coat, 
and be requested to leave for a new field of effort. 
Brethren, we hav entirely too much of what is called 
preaching. One good sermon on the Sabbath, full of 
instruction, and such as an intelligent pastor can pre- 
pare in a week, is as much as any man ought to 
preach, or any congregation can digest and assimilate. 
All over one acts on the mind of an audience like'a 
new wad in a boy's pop-gun, it drives out the last, 
and leaves the gun empty. Ask an intelligent 
church-goer, I will not say on Thursday, but on 
Monday morning, before the rush and roar of. the 
world’s. business has begun, to giv you the text of 
either sermon heard. on the preceding Sabbath, with 
some of the ideas elaborated in them, and the failure 
to answer would satisfy you that the sermons had no 
more effect than is produced by throwing water on 
a duck’s back. No; as a person, to enjoy bodily 
health, must hav regular and moderate habits of eat- 
ing, sleeping, and laboring, so a Christian must be 
fed moderately and statedly so that the spiritual food 
imparted can be digested and distributed to every 
part of the spiritual being. Gormandizers all over 
the country allow their morbid appetites to make 
them swallow three times as much food as the stom- 
ach can possibly dispose of. The consequence is, 
that, in due time, the powers of digestion rebel 
against the outrage practiced on them, and when the 
man drops into a premature grave, the doctors 
smooth the case over by saying that the victim of 
folly has died of heart trouble, or Bright's disease of 
the kidneys, instead of saying the truth, that he gor- 
mandized himself to death. Now this excess of 
preaching and praying, and the exhausting labors of 
the Sunday-schoo}, are religious gormandizing, and 
instead of making the Sabbath a day of rest and 
profit to all, make it a day of the hardest and most 
unprofitable kind of work. My idea of religion, 
formed after along life of experience and observation, 
is that it isa steady and gradual growth of knowledge 
concerning the relations we sustain to the universe, 
showing itself in a consistent life; and although re- 
vivalism is popular, and I fear will be, for the same 
reason that people love intoxicating liquor, it does 
the church no permanent good, but harm. 

“The fact ought to stamp these red-hot revivals of 
religion as suspicious, that, during what seem to be 
the most wonderful outpourings of the holy spirit, 
and displays of religious zeal and devotion, the very 
leaders, who are envied by the common Christian for 
the intensity of their piety, and the closeness of 
their walk with God, may be living in fornication and 
adultery, and be concocting and committing the most 
atrocious crimes. This was proved last year by the 
great revivalist woman-preacher, Mrs. Molloy, who, 
with her adopted daughter, was living in concubinage 
with Graham, a convict, whom she got pardoned out 
of the penitentiary because he was good-looking, and 
who was ultimately taken from prison and lynched, 
by the people of Missouri, for having murdered his 
wife, and pitched her body into an unused well on 
Mrs. Molloy's farm. That sentiment which we call 
religion, both in its origin, its definition, and in the 
way it allows its possessors to act in life, seems, 
increasingly, to me, to be a profound mystery. Mrs. 
Molloy had the confidence of Brother Colfax, who, 
you know, was a very pious man. She had been the 
means of converting hundreds of sinners, thus 
strengthening many of the churches in the West; 
and at no time in her career was she more zealous 
and successful in the work of saving souls than when 
the curtain was drawn aside and exhibited her and 
Cora Lee as joint paramours of Graham, and accom- 
plices with him in the murder of Mrs. Graham! Clu- 
verius, who was hanged at Richmond for murdering 
his own cousin, whom he had seduced under promis 
of marriage, was a pious and devoted member 
of the Baptist church, who was continually sing- 
ing evangelical hymns during the whole of his 
imprisonment, and before. But his religion, glowing 
as it was, had no effect in making him a just and 
honorable man. Titus, also, the janitor of the Meth- 
odist college in New Jersey, who was convicted of 
the murder of Tillie Smith, and sentenced to be 
hung, was a member in full communion of the Meth- 
odist church, and, like Cluverius, was fond of singing 
devotional hymns; but his religion. had no effect at 
all in preventing him from being a rapist and a mur- 
derer. It is argued by the Infidels, and, I admit, 
fairly, too, that such facts as these prove that the 
sentiment of religion, in itself considered, is a dan- 
gerous one to society; and unless we Christians can 
giv some rule, or standard, by which the public, who 
are so liable to be deceived, can tell the genuin from 
the counterfeit thing, the assertion of the Infidels 
will be taken as true. But, as Paul says, * we are in 
a strait betwixt two.’ If we make religion to consist 
in zeal and emotion, we are confronted by the histor- 
ical fact that the bloodiest persecutors were the most 
religious; and that the intensest revivalism, and the 
most, glowing individual piety, may consist with for- 
nication, adultery, rape, and murder. If we repudi- 
ate this definition, and make religion to contist only 
in a good moral life, this is the very ground that 


Infidels take when they advocate their plausible doc- 
trin of natural morality; but it is not the doctrin. of 
the New Testament. Paul's doctrin is that we are 
justified before God, and saved, not by good works, 
but by faith in Jesus Christ.” These remarks, which 
were all that my memory could retain, were weighty, 
to say the least, and seemed to be listened to by the 
brethren with marked attention, as if they were well 
worth pondering. 
MR. BEECHER. 

Everywhere I went on my mission of observation I 
saw the slimy trail of Mr. Beecher's teaching and 
example. He has the finest talent for blending the 
false with the true in the compromise with error, so 
as to deceive the very elect of God, of any man in 
modern times. This is seen in his great effort, by a 
series of sermons, to make the new doctrin of evolu- 
tion, which is really but a vamping up of the old 
theory announced in the “Vestiges of Creation,” 
thirty years ago, consistent with the Christian relig- 
ion. Mr. Beecher knows that the belief which of all 
others is most fundamentally essential to the revealed 
scheme of salvation by Christ is the belief that God 
created man upright; and that man, instead of pro- 
ceeding onward and upward from this high and fair 
beginning to a yet higher and fairer standing, fell, 
and sank into a morally lost and degraded condition; 
and that out of this arose the necessity for the dis- 
pensation of the recovery and restoration which 
forms the entire burden of God’s revealed message to 
man in the Bible. If, according to the evolution 
theory, man began his existence at the lowest rung of 
the ladder, and has ever since been slowly climbing 
upward, the advent of Christ as the second Adam to 
restore man from the ruins of the first, is simply a 
meaningless anomaly. The whole scheme of the gos- 
pel is unnecessary and absurd; for man is not a 
fallen creature, but is better cff in every respect to- 
day than he was in the Garden of Fden. There is no 
use of blinking the fact that by this theory our 
ancestors, remote to be sure, before they rose to the 
dignity of the quadrumana, were androgynous, and 
monotrematous, with tails a yard long, roosting in 
trees; and that from this low condition they grad- 
ually emerged, through the slow lapse of thousands 
of years, till they assumed the human form. If there 
be an inherent power in the principle of evolution to 
produce such results as we see embodied in the char- 
acter of a Newton, or a Bacon, what is the use of the 
gospel, of the church, and of the means of grace? 
Let us abolish the whole of them as superfluous, and 
appropriate the millions of money which they cost to 
other and wiser purposes, and trust to nature for 
further progress. Let us remove the pulpits from 
our churches, and quit the nonsense of preaching 
Christ and him crucified; put platforms in their 
places, where the scientists will lecture on a universe 
without a creator and governor, and teach the people 
that all religion is superstition; that matter, the 
earth, is full of the leaven of creation, and works like 
it, in producing all the phenomena we see. Mr. 
Beecher, whatever else we must say of him, is a man 
of mind, and knows that the evolution hypothesis, 
although dressed up in saintly verbiage, is as deadly 
in its opposition to the gospel as fire is to water. 
And as it is the waters of the ocean flowing down 
through the crevices of the earth to the fires beneath 
that produce earthquakes and cataclysms which over- 
throw cities in swift destruction, so this Darwinian 
epidemic among the scientists, and among the clergy 
who are fascinated by their specious arguments, is 
bound to produce terrible results. The loose, slip- 
shod disciplin of Congregationalism has no net with 
meshes small enough to catch such a heretic as 
Beecher. But our Southern brethren, with their 
superior system of Presbyterianism, foresaw the dan- 
ger when Professor Woodrow began to poison his 
theological students by familiarizing them with the 
& b c of evolutionism, and nipped the heresy in the 
bud by decapitating the teacher. 

Mr. Beecher’s example in the department of morals 
is as injurious as his public teaching in the pulpit. 
A clergyman’s character must be above suspicion if 
he would command the confidence of the people and 
do good. When the Beecher-Tilton scandal broke 
out, and ultimated in a court trial, the religious com- 
munity was shocked, for Mr. Beecher occupied a 
larger space in the public eye than any other pastor 
in the country. To say nothing of the proof adduced 
on the trial, the confessions of guilt, though not pro 
forma, were so strong that no person in the whole 
country, if he went by his judgment, could entertain 
the least doubt on the subject. The terms of that 
confession—“ living on the ragged edge,” to “step 
down and out"—hav become incorporated into the 
common speech, and are in all men’s mouths. The 
jury in the case failing to agree on a verdict, there 
was only one course for Mr. Beecher to pursue, and 
that was to retire from the ministry. If he were con- 
scious of guilt, he would at least save his own self- 
respect by such a course; and if he were conscious of 
innocence, he could wait for the providence of God 
to clear him of the charge. But the Christian public, 
feeling the weight of the blow given to religion by 
such & man’s misconduct, with an insanity unpre- 
cedented, concluded that the best way was to main- 
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. tain his innocence, and swear him through in defiance 
of all the evidence, legal and moral; and Mr. Beecher 
took the advice of his false friends, and persisted in 
preaching. No arithmetic can calculate the damage 
done by this policy ; in the first place, to Mr. Beecher 
himself, for, when the New York Su» contemptuously 
and savagely hurlsits javelin into one side, and Arch- 
bishop Corrigan sends a poisoned arrow into the 
. other, Beecher takes it as if he felt he deserved it. 


Had he-acknowledged his fault at the first likea man, 


and. retired from the pulpit, as his best friends ad- 
vised, all generous persons, admiring his honesty, 
would hav condoned his offense. King David, in 
morals, would hav shared the ignominy of Judas 
Iscariot in treachery had he not succumbed to the 
preaching of Nathan, the prophet, and confessed his 
sin, And the American people would hav listened to 
Beecher as a lecturer on literary and scientific sub 
ject^, and made his vocation. as such as profitable as 
a pastor’s salary, had he set the example of manli 
ness, and left the pulpit forever; because, right or 
wrong, men and women are disposed to be merciful 
in all affairs of the heart, while they will not tolerate 
a màn in the pulpit who rebukes others for sins which 
' he himself commits. Then, in the second place, his 
exemption from punishment has emboldened other 
clergymen of strong amatory propensities to avail 
themselvs of the chances which the weakness of so 
many church women afford, to do as Mr. Beecher 
did, with the expectation that when detected and 
proved guilty, they will be treated by their congre 
gations and the religious publie as if such offenses 
were mere peccadilloes, and not worth making a fuss 
about. We hav a glaring illustration of this in the 
case of tbe Rev. Mr. Downes, of Boston, who, al- 
though universally believed to be an adulterer, still 
preaches the gospelto Christian people, while hun- 
dreds of the unconverted would flock to his church 
on the Sabbath, not to be edified by his godly instruc- 
tions, but to see how ke gets along in carrying such 
a load of sin and shame as he does, Thus religion 
receives a deadly wound in the house of its friends. 


OHO 
Michael Servetus, M.D. 
From the Fwa State Medical Reporter. 

In the annals of the Christian church and in the 
history of our art, the name of Michael Servetus oc- 
cupies a place of equal prominence but not of equal 
respect. By the ecclesiastical historian, he is still 
` regarded as a mocking blasphemer whose chief crime 

was a denial of tbe triune God; by the historian of 
. medicin he is looked upon asa great scientific discov- 
erer who opened a path for progress in medicin which 
previously, although not entirely unexplored, was 
but little understood. The former can see in him 
only a fierce heretic, while the latter views him as a 
martyr to the cause of science and the victim of the 
religious fanaticism of the age. It is more than 
probable that the truth lies between these two ex- 
tremes, and it will be my endeavor to giv in this. 
-article a candid and impartial account of the life, dis- 
covery, and fate of this unfortunate man. My mate- 
rials hav been drawn mainly from foreign authors, 
and necessarily 80, since, up to the present time, no 
complete history of medicin has appeared in our lan- 
guage. The discovery which has rendered the name 
. of Servetus immortal was that of the lesser circula- 
tion, and in order the better to appreciate his contri- 
bution to science it will be well to review the doctrins 
of the movement of the blood which were held previ- 
ous to his time. 

Among the ancient schools of medicin, the Alexan- 
drian University was the most important. The war- 
rior whose name it bears conceived, in the year 332 
B.C., the grand idea of founding a city upon the banks 
of the Nile which should be a model of architectural 
beauty, a center of intellectual life, and a lasting 
monument to his own greatness and magnificence. 
Connected with this school was a library of seven 
hundred thousand volumes, a botanical and zoolog- 
ical garden, an astronomical observatory, a chemical 
laboratory, and a room for the dissection of the dead. 
It was here that those great anatomists of antiquity, 
-Erasistratus and Herophilus, taught the science of 
organization from actual dissections. It has even 
been asserted that one of them, Herophilus, did not 
scruple to employ his scalpel upon the bodies of liv- 
ing eriminals, but this tradition, which was believed 
by the fathers of the church. is not alluded to by any 
contemporary writer, and Celsus, who is the first to 
mention it, speaks of if as a doubtful fact, Tt is not 
impossible to believe, however, as Renouard remarks, 
that men hav occasionally lived who were so lost to 
the sentiments of humanity as to be willing to de- 
liver into the hands of the anatomists living criminals, 
in the vain hope that among the bleeding entrails and 
in the heaving thorax they might find the secret of 
life. 

Erasistratus gave names to the auricles of the heart, 
named the tricuspid valve, recognized the use of the 
trachea as the tube which conveys air to the lungs, 
declared that the veins are blood-vessels and that the 
arteries were air-vessels. He believed that the pur- 
pose of respiration was to fill the arteries with air ; 
the air distended the arteries, made them beat, and 
. in this manner the pulse was produced. When once 


the air gained entrance to the left ventricle, it became 
the vital spirits. The function of the veins was to 
earry bload to the extremities. 

The errors of Erasistratus were left unrefuted until 
the time of Galen (a.D. 131-200), who, in turn, held 
many erroneous views regarding the circulation. 


Galen proved that the arteries are blood vessels, and 


to do this he resorted to vivisections. 
him to speak for-himself. He says: 
There are certain persons who offer to prove that the 


arteries do not contain blood. yet never test their assertion 
by vivisections. A teacher of this sort having asserted his 


We will ask 


ability to show that the aorta is always empty. and not dem- 


onstrating the fact, was exhorted to do so by a number of 
ambitious young men who had provided animals for the pur- 
pose. At first he refused to comply with their request unless 
suitably rewarded, whereupon they placed before him a 
thousand denarii as an inducement to prove his assertion. 
After much prevarication, when urged to proceed by all 
present. he took the scalpel and began by making an incision 
in the left side of the chest, where he imagined the artery 


could be exposed; but such was his want of anatomical 


skill that he cut directly down upon the bone. One of his 
associates, however, having opened through the intereostal 
spaces, he, again proceeding, injured in the first place the 
artery and afterward the vein. The young men who had 
deposited the money with the spectators, now laughing at 
him, undertook the experiment themselvs. "They dissected 
ihrough tbe intercostal spaces, as they bad been previously 
taught by me, in such a way as not to injure the vessels ; 
and without delay surrounded the artery with two ligatures ; 
one at its. point of departure from the heart and the other 
where it rests upon the spine, just as these boasiful teachers 
had promised to do, in order that when the animal was dead 
one. might see, from so much of the vessel as lay between the 
ligatures, whether or not the artery was empty of blood. 
But when it was found not to be empty, they declared tha 
an incision must hav been made iu it ut the time of applying 
the ligature, as if some other individual, and not the teachers 
themselvs, had promised the demonstration. 

Galen declared that the pulse was the dilation of 
the artery caused by the contraction of the heart. 
He erroneously taught that the purpose of respira- 
tion was to allow the air to enter the lungs, where it 
cooled the blood. This theory was held even as late 
ag the last century by the so-called father of modern 
physiology, Albrecht von Haller. Galen also taught 
that foramina existed in the inter-ventricular septum 
of the heart, that the arterial blood nourished organs 
of a delicate texture such as the lungs, while the 
venous blood nourished the grosser organs such as 
the liver. 

Another of the ancients, although not properly a 
physician, who seems to hav had an obscure view of 
the circulation, was Nemesius, who was bishop of 
Enmissa, a Syrian city, at the end of the fourth century. 
He lived during the reign of Theodosius and wrote 
his work “ De Natura Hominis,” in which a curious 
passage occurs which would indicate that he possessed 
some knowledge of the circulation. This is the more 
noteworthy since Bishop Fell, the editor of the 
Oxford edition of that work, was a bitter enemy of 
William Harvey, whose great discovery he attempted 
to show was anticipated by Nemesius. Following is 
the passage which has been translated by Freind : 

The motion of the pulse takes its rise from the heart, and 
chiefly from the left ventricle of it; the artery is with great 
vehemence dilated and contracted, by a sort of constant 
harmony and order. While it is dilated, it draws the thinner 
part of the blond from the next veins, the exhalation or 
vapor of which blood is made the aliment for the vital spirit. 
Bat, while it is contracted, it exhales whatever fumes it 
has through the whole body,and by secret passages. So 
that the heart throws out whatever is fuliginous, through the 
mouth and nose by expiration. 

Upon this single slender proof does Fell attribute 
the great discovery of the circulation to Nemesius, 
and although it may be allowed that the latter had a 
little insight into the circulation fifteen hundred 
years ago, yet it was so imperfect that he neither 
comprehended it himself nor made it understood by 
any who followed him. 

The man who above all others destroyed the 
anatomical errors of the ancients was Andreas 
Vesalius, of Brussels. This wonderful anatomist, 
before he attained the age of thirty, had written the 
most complete, accurate, and the best illustrated 
work upon anatomy that had ever been seen. The 
illustrations were designed by Stephan van Calcar, 
and the best engravers cut them in wood to adorn 
that massiv old folio which was published in Basle 
in the year 1543. Vesalius in the “ Corporis Humani 
Fabrica" declares that no apertures exist in the inter- 
ventricular septum, and, in this manner, the greatest 
of Galen’s errors was corrected and a long step was 
taken toward the discovery of the cireulation. Sucb, 
then, is a resumé of the knowledge of the ancients 
upon this subject, and now we must turn to the sub- 
ject of this sketch. 

Servetus, whose Spavish name was Miguel Servede, 
was born in the year 1509 at Villanueva in Arragon. 
But little is known of his early life; it is certain, how- 
ever, that he was educated in jurisprudence and the- 
ology at the University of Toulouse. He made the 
scriptures and the fathers of the church his principal 
study, and it was at this time that a foundation was 
laid for the heresy which, in later years, was to cost 
him his life. 

In his twenty-sixth year we find him in Paris en- 
gaged in the study of medicin; in two years he was 
lecturing to the students, and in a short time he pub- 
lished a work on syrups and their medicinal uses. In 
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this book, which refuted many of the cherished: state- 


ments of the Greek and Arab writers, the spirit of a 


bold reformer can be plainiy discerned. Previous to 


this time, in 1530, he traveled to Italy in company 
with Quintaine, father confessor to Charles V., and 
here, associating with anti-trinitarians, be was 
strengthened in his doubts regarding the orthodox 
teaching. On his return he took the liberty to visit 
Oecolampadius, a Swiss reformer living in Basle, and 
Bueer, of Strasburg, to whom he communicated his 
scruples. These Protestants, however, instead of re- 
futing his arguments, denounced him as a heretic,. 
loaded him with insults and ignominy, and warned 
all Christian teachers to shun him as a dangerous foe. 
Hated by both religious parties, and misrepresented 
by officious enemies, Servetus decided to proclaim 
his views to the world. and, accordingly, in 1531. pub- 
lished his work, * De Erroribus ‘frinitatibus.” After 
many persecutions he issued, in 1553, another ther +, 
logical work with the title, ** De Christianisimi Resti- 
tutio.” Servetus was now in great danger, and the 
feeling against him was so strong that seven years 
previous to this time, Calvin, when writing to his 
friend Viret, threatened the heretic with death.* 
Tired of persecution and weary of life, Servetus un- 
suspectingly entered Geneva, where he hoped, among 
the independent Swiss, to find a refuge and pass his 
days in peace. He was immediately apprehended, 
and, at the instigation of Calvin, thirty-eight articles 
of accusation were drawn up against him; be was 
tried before a council of sixty ; the trial lasted three 
days, aud the verdict was that of guilt. The sentence 
was a heavy fine and death by slow torturing fires. 
On the twenty-seventh day of October, 1553,.an 
anxious and excited mob might hav been seen passi g 
out of the old Swiss city of Geneva. At the head of 


the procession, and securely placed between files of 


armed men, stood a scholar past forty years of age 
who was soon to be offered asa living sacrifice to the 
fanaticism of the time. A neighboring hill was soon 
reached, and here the. excited populace halted; a 
stake was planted firmly in the ground, and to this 
the victim was securely fastened; fagots were 
placed around his feet, and on these were piled all 
the copies of bis works which could be collected ; the 
torch was then applied, and the soul of Michael) Ser- 
vetus went up in agony to its maker amid the ribald 
jests and blasphemy of the people of that, wicked city. 
After reflecting on this horrible sin, it is edifying to 
turn to a recent theological work and read the fol- 
lowing: 

On the twenty-seventh of October, 1858, Servetus had been 
dead three hundred years. The people of Geneva went up 
to Chappel, the hillside where the ashes of Servetus had been 
strewn, and observed the day before the Lord, honoring 
Christian toleration and liberty of conscience, and begging 
forgivness, in the name of the old council, respecting Ser- 
vetus, even though he was guilty of transgression. But to 
Calvin . . . was decreed a statue before the cathedral of 
St. Peter's? (Piper, Lives of the Leaders of Our Church 
Universal). 

In the book of Servetus, * The Restitution of 
Christianity,” is contained the first account of the 
lesser circulation; it states in plain and unmistakable 
language that the blood is sent by the contraction of 
the heart from the right ventricle through the pul- 
mouary artery to the lungs, where it is changed in 
color from dark to red, and is thence returned to the 
left side of the heart. Contrary to the teaching of 
Galen, it declared the lungs, and not the liver, to be 
the seat of sanguification. Such was the discovery 
made by this unfortunate heretic. 

Waterloo, Iowa. J. M. Barr, Jg, M.D. 


* Servetus cupit huc venire, sed a me accersitus. Ego 
antem nunquam committam, ut fidem meam eatenus obstrict- 
am habeat. Jam enim constitutum habeo, si veniat, nun- 
quam pati, ut salvus exeat ” . 

[Translation of Calvin's letter to Viret: *' Servetus desires 
to come hither, hut was invited by me. I therefore can do 
nothing, since hitberto he has had my friendship. Yet I hav 
determined, if he comes, that he shall not be allowed to de- 
part uninjured."] 

—————9-—9—9———————- 


Detroit Aldermen Discuss Church Taxation. 
From the Detroit, Mich., Bree Press, 

Alderman Amos introduced a resolution setting forth that 
the Prohibitory amendment, if adopted, would curtail a 
large amount of taxes and destroy a large amount of taxable 
property, and as the church property in Detroit is valued at ` 
upward of $3.000.009 and pays no taxes, the representativs 
of Detroit in the legislature shonld be requested to vote for 
the passage of the Grenell bill, repealing the law exempting 
church property from taxation. Alderman Amos spoke at 
considerable length in behalf of his resolution, and was fol- 
lowed by Ald-rman McIntyre, who said there were churches 
which did not altogether favor the Prohibitory amendment, 
and that the resolution would be unjust. He hoped it would 
be indefinitly postponed. Alderman Jacob favored the reso- 
lution. Alderman Frank Smith denounced it as an Intidel 
measure and said Alderman Amos would do well to attend 
to his bar and not meddle with affairs he knew nothing 
about. Alderman Gilmore favored the resolution. He said 
he had always been a chureh-going man and was willing to 
pay his share of the taxes on the church he attends. Alder- 
man Amos claimed that the taxation of churches wonld bea 
good thing for them; that tt would infuse new lifeand energy 
into the work of the churches and place them upon a busi- 
ness basis. . 

The resolution was defeated on a vote of 12 to 11, adjourn- 
ment following. 
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News and Notes. | 


Sunday, April 10th, after the storm, was a bright 
and blustering day. They do hav winds here in 
California, and one, and even two overcoats do not 
come amiss. However, you get used to a high 
breeze on the Pacific coast, and enjoys it placidly. 
My friend Karl Broneer took me over the Piedmont 
hills on Sunday morning. The view of San Fran- 
cisco, the Golden Gates, the distant sea, the bay, the 
islands, the fields and mountains, is magnificent. 
Oakland, the Athens of the Pacific shore, is at your 
feet, elegant and delightful, while the queenly city 
against the sun bright sky looks forth from her 
hights over the immensity of waters that from far 
and near bring to her riches. The throne of this 
fair metropolis is secure. She rules the Pacific, and 
all its waves bring wealth and splendor to her gates. 

In the afternoon, my genial hosts, Mr. and Mrs. 
Schow, made arrangements with a few friends for a 
picnic on the shores of Lake Merrit, which is one of 
the pleasure resorts of the people of Oakland on Sun- 
day, and it presents quite a gala appearance, with a 
hundred boats skimming over its bosom. It is a 
beautiful sheet of water, just on the verge of the city, 
flowing from the sea, and encircled by picturesque 
scenery of hill and wood and stately villas. I sup- 
pose our pious Christian friends don’t like to hav so 
much fun a-going outside the churches as there is on 
this lake, but they can’t help themselvs. The world 
moves, They hav no Sunday laws in California, and 
one can take ull the comfort he desires in the open 
air. So we had an attractiv Liberal assembly, with 
the good things of this world for sacrament. We 
had our pictures taken, and without doubt the coun- 
terfeit presentment will go down to posterity. Mr. 
and Mrs. Karl Broneer, Mr. Thomas Arper, whose 
contributions are sometimes in Tue TaurH SEEKER 
columns, Miss Lily Arper, Mr. and Mrs. Albert Arper, 
George Árper, Marius Dahlgren, who has painted 
some lovely pictures of California scenery, Mr. Merts, 
Mr. and Mrs. Brown, and Mrs. Reguin, of San Fran- 
cisco, and others, together with the little folk, Enna, 
Carl, and Dolly Jane Broneer, and Alice and Mabel 
Carpenter, etc., constituted our independent church, 
with "sermons in stones, and good in everything." 
A sail on the lake, with a spanking breeze that sent 
us twelve knots an hour, added to the refreshing 
exercises of the day, and gave good momentum for 
our evening's work. Homeward from nature's feast, 
we took a good square meal at friend Healke's, who, 
with all his family, Mrs. Healke and the daughters 
Miss Clara and Miss Laura, and the twins, whose 
names, Theodore Ingersoll and Albert Paine, show 
under what good stars they hav been born, belongs 
to the front ranks of our grand army. We were 
pleased to meet at the festival board Mr. Henry 
Krause, who winged the happy hours with merry 
music. Thus we had cheerful impulse for our sec- 
ond lecture. 

We were greeted by a much larger audience-than 
at our first lecture, and therefore we hav good hopes 
for the future. But the battle at this point is by no 
means an easy one. There is much indifference. 
Oakland is a city of churches. Wealth and fashion 
side with the orthodox party. Money-making is the 
chief thing. But few are stanch enough to stand by 
their colors. But we hav found enough who hav 
made our way bright with their enthusiasm and de- 
votion, who, seeing something of the grandeur of 
Liberal thought, are willing to labor for it, although 
the reward is but small, as the world goes. I feel at 
home amid such comradeship. The generous hospi- 
tality of Mr. and Mrs. Schow has given me a place of 
rest that makes patience for all the ills of an unfavor- 
able campaign. The flowers are in front of my win- 
dow, the lilies and the roses, and the palm-tree over 
them. The face of Ingersoll looks at me from the 
wall, and the monument of Bennett. There are 
beautiful pictures, and elegant books that contain the 
jewels of Freethought, and so I hav those surround- 
ings which giv the best of life and infuse glory into 
our work. Mrs. Broneer is a granddaughter of Ab- 
ner Kneeland, and has all his ardor for reform, and 
memories of his heroic life. Also, Wallace Hughan 
is of the chivalry of the Secular hosts from across 
the waters, where he has been with Holyoake, Brad- 
laugh, Southwell, etc.; and it was a delight indeed to 
strike hands with so gallant a soldier 

In the world’s broad field of battle, 
In the bivouac of life. 

So the bow of promis shines over Oakland, min- 
gling with the luster of its hills, its thousand. flow- 
ers, and glittering waters that bring music from the 
golden Orient. 

Monday and Wednesday evening we continued the 
campaign in San Francisco with fair results, much 


better than I expected in the beginning. On Mon- 
day I had the pleasure of a lunch with Mr. A. T. 
Dewey, of the Pacific Rural Press, who is inclined 
to look at theology from a business point of view, 
and judge its merits by its results; W. W. McKaig, 
formerly a Presbyterian clergyman, and not altogether 
alienated from métaphysical ideas, but progressiv 
withal; N. E. Boyd, a Unitarian minister, who broke 
with his so called liberal sect because he could not 
call himself a Christian, being of the Radical and 
Free Religious order; Mr. Vander Naillen, a Theos- 
ophist, who sees good in everything, a transcenden- 
talist in every fiber of his body, who interprets all 
phenomena by the “wisdom of God;" Mr. Evans, 
Mr. Sehow, and others. And it will thus be seen 
that we had quite a varied intellectual affair, as well 
as bodily entertainment, and for an hour or two we 
püt the universe through all sorts of transformations 
that the alembic of human thought can shape. It 
was a tussle between logic and imagination. The 
logie was invincible, but the imagination was uncon- 
querable, and so “the conflict of ages" was not over 
when the material repast came to an end—and I 
guess it will continue so long as the heart and brain 
of man come in contact with reality by profound dif- 
ferences of temperament. Only we hope that all 
will eat as peaceably at the same table as we did and 
not burn each other at the stake by way of argu- 
ment. 

A fair audience was present in the evening, and I 
discussed the labor problem from the standpoint of 
Freethought, showing the relation of political affairs 
to the matter, and that first of all, before anything 
really useful could be accomplished, the state must 
be secularized. The functions of the state must be 
strictly limited in order that political machinery may 
be used for the benefit of labor. Only a little could 
be done, but that little should be well done. Dr. 
York was present, and added greatly to the interest 
of the meeting by his dramatic eloquence. He is a 
live speaker, just the one our Eastern friends need to 
stir them up, so that feeling may prevail as well as 
thought. Dr. York has by no means lost his Meth- 
odist momentum. In it, however, shines the clear 
thought, and logic triumphs while fancy glows. I 
want all Liberal friends to make arrangements to 
secure the services of Dr. York. He will stir their 
heart and pulses to nobler endeavor. 

My friend T. F. Haggerty, of the Tucker-Anarch- 
ist school, wanted to reply to some of my assertions 
on the uses of the state, and so it was arranged to 
hav & discussion on Wednesday evening, in connec- 
tion with my lecture on * The Ideal Republic" An 
audience of several hundred was present on that 
occasion. I stated the Secular position, and the 
political doctrin of Spencer—that the state was 
primarily a police force and therefore must be limited 
in its functions and use. It must be separated from 
religion and theology, and all ecclesiastical influence, 
and stand simply for equal rights and impartial 
liberty. Mr. Haggerty’s main assumption in opposi- 
tion to my affirmation of the benefit of a Secular 
state was that the state is the source of all crime; 
therefore if the state ceased to be, crime will cease to 
be, and there will remain no ‘justification for the ex- 
istence of a state. I denied Mr. Haggerty’s state- 
ment. I admitted that the state, at present, was the 
source of much crime because of its ecclesiastical and 
religious character. Make the state secular and it 
would no longer, as now, be the source of crime. I 
also affirmed that much of crime finds its source in 
the individual. Its motiv is entirely personal, and 
therefore a just and well administered state is neces- 
sary to repress these crimes. Crime is and, so far as 
we can see, always will be in human society, and it 
must be punished, not by mob law, but by the orderly 


action of the community. As crime decreases, the | 


function of the state decreases. When crime is at 
an end, the state is at an end. Persuasion takes the 
place of force. All government is attractiv and 
moral. Cooperation is voluntary. The individual 
is supreme, but fraternity flows in deeper, grander 
tides than ever. All for each—each for all—this will 
be the mighty principle of human progress. The 
discussion was attentivly listened to, and the exposi- 
tion of Secular politics as opposed to “ Christian” 
was received with warm approval. Dr. York closed 
with a brilliant plea for this world, for all the knowl- 
edge and hope that is-possible to man in the exercise 
of his complete faculties. Miss Florence May Smith 
and Mrs. Jennie Clark furnished excellent music for 
the occasion and received a cordial welcome. 

So the meeting wasa good success. Some advance 
was made. But San Francisco, like New York, is a 
difficult point. It is a commercial city. There isa 
constant struggle for wealth and position. There is 
a whirl of excitement. To reach a people in a 
metropolis like this requires large advertising. We 
had not the sinews of war. Our means were small, 
but they were used to the best extent, and there were 
four times as many present at the last lecture as at 
the first. One thing, however, excites my indigna- 
tion—the unjust and incorrect reports of the daily 
press, which are unworthy the dignity of a great 
newspaper. We do not ask the advocacy of our 


. cause by the press, which is for a miscellaneous peo- 


ple, but we do ask fairness; that what we say shall 
be rightly given ; that competent reporters shall be 
sent to our meetings, and not those whose lack of 
justice or reason makes them a disgrace to journal- 
ism, who seek to curry favor with the powers that be 
by detestable lying. In many a newspaper office the 
priest is rampant still. 

I am indebted to our Spiritualist friend, Miss 
Frost, for her earnest efforts in behalf of the lectures. 
She believes in two worlds, but with plenty of em- 
phasis on this, for reform and humanity. 

I was pleased to meet with H. L. Knight, one of 
our old workers on the Pacific coast, and who still 
keeps in the harness with undaunted zeal. Also M. 
S. Wahrhaftig, editor of Zhe People, a lively little 
sheet for reform, that dares to be true, and seeks not 
ecclesiastical favor. 

I had a pleasant call and chat at the office of the 
Golden Gate, which, taking in all worlds, makes a 
good fight for this, I was at the office of the Jewish 
Times, and was sorry not to catch the editor in, 
Samuel Kats, who is a liberal-minded man, and his 
paper is a fine exponent of radical Jewish thought 
and of Secularism. : 

Many thanks are due our friend, H. W. Taust, who 
did such hard work for the success of our meetings, 


and without his earnestness and perseverance the. 


main elements of the enterprise would hav been 
lacking. 

R. R. Swain is one of the old and prosperous cit- 
izens of San Francisco, but he has not lost the spirit 
of humanity in the rush of business. His generous 
contribution of nearly a third of the expenses was the 
solid material without which our flag must hav 
dropped its colors. W. H. Eastman and W. H. 
Ray also aided by their contributions, and hav always 
been ready to do their share in the work of Liberal- 
ism. A few more such and we would hav a splendid 
Secular Union in this city. 

Dr. G. C. Hoadly is another veteran campaigner 

who is not afraid to be in the van of the fight. 
- John Beaumont, Silas Savern, J. N. Johnson, from 
sixty to a hundred miles away, came to the lectures ; 
also J. B. Nunneley, of Temple, Texas, and A. S. 
Blair, of Galveston, gave us a good shake of the 
hand, and thus we felt the electric thrill of lands afar 
where the torch of freedom burns. So we turn to 
other fields with fresh hope. The world must ad- 
vance by Freethought, and so we bide our time. 
The heaven of humanity only comes by strenuous 
toil. 

To-day we go to San José, and a happy time we 
expect in that beautiful valley, where our banners hav 
so often floated, and our friends gathered. We shall 
lecture at San José April 17th and 24th; at Liver- 
more, April 21st and 22d; at Petaluma and Ukiah, 
but the dates are not yet fixed ; at Stockton, May 1st 
and 8th; at Napa City, May 3d, 4th, and 5th; at 
Sacramento, May 15th and 22d; and 1 hope to lect- 
ure in Merced, Modesto, Chico, etc., and Grass Val- 
ley, if time permits. I expect to be at Ashland, 
Oregon, about June 5th, and Talent, June 12th ; and 
Jacksonville, Eugene, Portland, Salem, Silverton, 
Astoria, Corvallis, Forest Grove, etc., etc., during 
June and part of July, and then push on to Seattle, 
Victoria, etc., and from thence eastward by way of 
Pendleton, Baker City, Emmettsville, Boise City, 
Salt Lake City, ete. I expect to find a grand Lib- 
eral host along this line. Samvsen P. Pornam. 

Oakland, Cal., April 15, 1887. 


Ot ————— 
Mr. Reynolds in Michigan. 


Bexpine, April 3.—On my arrival here, I found 
that most energetic young couple, Mr. and Mrs. S. 
F. Webster, who in heart, mind, soul, and spirit are 
united in self-sacrificing devotion to the cause of 
Liberalism, had made all arrangements for eight lect- 
ures—three in Belding, two in Saranac, one in Grat- 
tan, and two in Greenville. 

To accomplish this, Mr. Webster being station 
agent, his wife performed all his duties—telegraph 
operator, express agent, ticket agent; received and 
delivered freight, and performed all the responsible 
and arduous labors pertaining to station masters, be- 
sides looking after her home and the wants of her 
two little children, so that her husband could go 
away and make the necessary arrangements for the 
lectures. 

My good friend the president of the Belding Lib- 
eral Society, Mr. Wm. Knott, was absent on a tour 
West, but his good wife and son Willie gave me royal 
entertainment. It makes life worth living to find 
young men like Willie Knott, reared by Infidel par- 
ents, doing justice to their instructions; honest, 
faithful, temperate, industrious, of bright intelligence ; 
an earnest worker for Liberalism, and the fearless, 
outspoken opponent of superstition, by all beloved 
and respected. What a glorious reputation such 
young men giv to the silly falsehood that “ Intidelity 
inculeates vice and crime, and there is no virtue only 
as combined with Christianity!” 

I had large and enthusiastic crowds at each of the 
three lectures at Belding, the largest crowd of all at 
the last lecture. This is very discouraging to our 
Christian friends, their largest attendance amounting 
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to only a corporal’s guard. The Belding Liberal So- 
ciety has made steady advancement during the year 
of its organization, and the impetus received by the 
lectures will enable it to continue to gain in numbers, 
strength, any influence. 

Grattan, the home of Converse Close.—I had the 
honor of a brief interview with the heroic represent- 
ativ Liberal, Converse Close, who for nigh fifteen 
years has been an invalid, confined to his room, every 
few days suffering terribly—scarce a month that he 
is not brought face to face with death, so that his 
friends think the end has come—yet ever cheerful, 
calm, resigned. During the little, brief intervals be- 
tween paroxysms of pain he has done very effectiv 
work in writing for the Liberal press, and to individ- 
uals, in behalf of the gospel of humanity, seeking to 
pluck hate and fear from the human heart and in 
their stead impart some of the love, gentleness, and 
hope of his own. No man in the county is more 
highly respected, or possesses to an equal degree the 
love and confidence of the entire community. He 
has proved that the truths of Secularism that hav 
embellished his life are amply sufficient to rob death 
and the grave of all terror. If he were a Christian, 
the religious papers would teem with accounts of his 
wondrous fortitude and serenity under such long- 
continued affliction, and claim it was possible only 
through the especial sustaining power of Jesus. 
Converse Close knows nor needs a savior. He livs a 
life of justice and benevolence, and, although an 
invalid, he makes opportunities to help promote the 
happiness of others. And his brave and noble wife, 
whose whole life is devoted to ministering to him in 
his afflictions, shares the joys of Liberalism with 
him. I had good attendance at the church at Grat- 
tan, and hope the effort will expedite the formation 
of a Liberal society there. C. B. RzxNor»s. 

^ —' .— — —— 


That Visitor from Rome. 


From the Commercial Advertiser. 

There is a bill pending in the legislature which 
ought to receive earnest attention, lest it become 
law. It authorizes the court of sessions to send tru- 
ants, etc., of fourteen years or under to the Catholic 
protectory, and provides that the schools of that in- 
stitution “ shall participate in the distribution of the 
common school fund in the same manner and degree 
as the common schools of the city and county of 
New York.” 

The schools to which it is thus proposed to giv a 
part of the common schoo] fund are Roman Catholic 
schools, intended, as all sectarian schools, whether 
Protestant or Catholic, are, to promote the teaching 
of the dogmas and practices of the sect maintaining 
them and to strengthen that sect. The purpose is 
innocent enough so long as the schools are main- 
tained at the private charge of those who desire to 
promote such teaching, but it is as far as possible 
from innocence when it is proposed to devote moneys 
raised by taxation to their support. 

Under our system church and state are separate 
and distinct entities, having nothing whatever to do 
with each other. The state with us is absolutely 
secular and must be so if we are to enforce in practice 
the root principle of popular self-government, namely 
the absolute equality of all citizens before the law. 
Our population consists of Catholics, Protestants, 
Jews, Agnostics, Atheists, and men representing all 
other forms of thinking. All these are equally citi- 
zens; all hav an equal part and right in government, 
and it is of the essence of the system that the state 
shall recognize no differences between them and shall 
favor none more than the others. 

We raise the school fund by taxing Jews, Catholics, 
Agnostics, Methodists, Atheists, and all the rest 
equally ; we hav no more right or business to tax the 
Jew to support a Christian school, or the Methodist 
to support a Catholic school, or the Catholic to sup- 
port a Presbyterian school, than to reverse all these 
processes, or to build churches at state expense, or to 
pay priests and clergy out of the public treasury, or 
to force a religion upon the people by statute. If the 
common school fund or any other fund raised by 
taxation may rightfully be applied to the mainte- 
nance of Catholic schools, due proportions of the same 
fund may be justly claimed for like purposes by 
Atheists, or Jews, or Presbyterians. 

The absolute and complete separation of state 
funds and functions from all connection with ecclesi- 
astical uses and practices, is both a logical necessity 
under our system of government and a condition of 
justice. All this is thea b c of the American sys- 
tem, but it is sometimes necessary to restate even the 
simplest of first principles. U 

Unfortunately, there are in our practice certain 
survivals from earlier and less republiean times, 
which encourage unsound thinking on this subject. 
We follow traditions, in certain respects, which: lead 
us astray, and so long as we do so the instinct of 
self-interest will continue to prompt attempts like 
the one under consideration, to divert public moneys 
to sectarian uses. 

It should be the care of Americans of every name 
and class to make the separation between state and 
church affairs complete; to enforce the rule of sep- 


aration in every instance, even though temporary in- 
convenience should result. We should first of all 
cease to exempt church property from taxation. 
Such property shares equally with all other property 
in the protection which the taxes pay for, and it 
should bear its equitable proportion of the burdens 
of government. On that point the most enlightened 
clergymen are of one mind. They see clearly that 
the exemption of church property is to that extent 
the-maintenance of the churches out of -the public 
purse, which can never be just, or equitable, or in ac- 
cordance with American ideas. We should next re- 
peal all those parts of our Sunday laws which are 
founded in the dogma that Sunday is a holy Sabbath, 
because, whether that dogma is true or not, the state 
has no business to enforce it, and in doing so it 
wrongs all that large class who do not accept the 
doctrin, or whose construction of it differs from that 
commonly accepted. The state rightly makes Sun- 
day a legal holiday, because the people generally de- 
sire to cease from work on that day; it rightfully en- 
acts laws-to protect the people from unnecessary 
disturbance in their observance of the day; it right- 
fully seeks to close liquor shops on Sunday, as it 
does also on election day, because the public peace 
requires that; but beyond these bounds the state 
cannot go without invading personal liberty. 

The churches of every kind are entitled to the 
same protection and liberty that other lawful associa- 
tions of citizens are, and no more. It is their best 
interest, a8 well as that of the community as a whole, 
that the state should keep its hands off, that it should 
be rigidly confined to the duty of affording such pro- 
tection, and that the separation of secular from 
ecclesiastical functions should be made as complete 
as logic and the spirit of our system require. Mean- 
time it will be well to look out for the bill which 


forms the text of this article. 
— 


Gagging the Press. 
From Henry George's Standard. 

The following interesting and characteristic docu- 
ment by a strange series of accidents, unnecessary to 
describe, came into our hands. Its publication will 
surprise no one more than the gentlemen to whom it 
is addressed. We do not feel bound by the obliga- 
tion of secrecy which the writer seeks to impose: on 
those gentlemen. We sincerely hope that he will not 
excommunicate the editor and the proprietor of the 
Catholic Herald for our publication of the letter, and 
we hardly think he will deem it worth his while to 
excommunicate us: 

452 MADISON AvENvE, New York, April 18, 1887. 
To the Editor and Proprietor of the Catholic Herald, 

GENTLEMEN: By this note, which is entirely private and 
not to be published, I wish to call your attention to the fact 
that the third plenary council of Baltimore, following the 
leadership of Pope Leo XIII., has pointed out the duties of 
the Catholic press, and denounced the abuses of which jour- 
nals styling themselvs Catholic are sometimes guilty. ‘‘ That 
paper alone,” says the council (decree No. 228), ‘‘ is to be re- 
garded as Catholic that is prepared to submit in all things to 
ecclesiastical authority.” Later on it warns all Catholic 
writers against presuming to attack publicly the manner in 
which a bishop rules his diocese, affirming that those who so 
presume, as well astheir approvers and abettors, are not only 
guilty of very grievous scandals, but deserve, moreover, to 
be dealt with by canonical censures. 

For some time past the utterances of the Catholic Herald 
hav been shockingly scandalous. As this newspaper is pub- 
lished in this diocese, I hereby warn you thatif you continue 
in this course of conduct, it will be at your peril. I am, gen- 
tlemen, Yours truly, M. A. CORRIGAN, 

Archbishop of New York. 


St ,—— — —— 
Our London Letter. 


I notice by a paragraph in the National Reformer, 
date March 13th, that Mr. Bradlaugh takes exception 
to an opinion expressed by me in your iesue of Feb- 
ruary 26th, though I fail to see what there was in the 
extract given to cause him to take such umbrage. 
You did not print the whole of my letter, or he would 
hav seen there was a fair set-off. to the criticism to 
which he so strongly objects. As I hav always had 
considerable admiration for him, and hav openly ex- 
pressed it, even when sometimes it would hav been 
more to my personal advantage to hav kept my views 
in the background. I will willingly express my regret 
at having misunderstood him, if such be the case ; 
though I should hav been more likely to believe I 
was mistaken, if he had simply pointed out that such 
was the case, and wherein I was wrong. To state that 
I write falsehoods with “some object to gain," is no 
answer, and does not affect my position in the slight- 
est. I invariably express my honest belief regarding 
the subject I am writing, but being far, very far, 
from infallible, it is quite likely I may often be wrong 
in the estimates I form, and am duly grateful for cor- 
rection, which surely can be done without imputa- 
tions of base motivs. 

The new Freethought paper of Charles Watts at 
Toronto favorably impresses by its appearance. It 
is after the same style as the Secular Review he ed- 
ited in London, though a decided improvement 
thereon. I trust he will be as successful as he de- 
sires, and will be able to promote the good work of 
mental emancipation in Canada. 

“ Saladin” has, I believe, had a good call for his 

, recent work, “God and His Book.” It contains a 


quantity of information which should be very useful 
to students of the “holy scriptures,” if they get a 
chance of reading it—though, with due submission, I 
think it might hay been somewhat condensed with 
advantage. For my own part, I prefer his style of 
writing as shown in the articles now publishing in his 
paper on “ Christianity and Woman.” 
Mr. H. L. Hastings, having vanquished all the 
“ Infidels ” in his own country (or is it that no one 
pays any attention to him?), is now favoring us with 
his presence, and on his return will no doubt declare 
he has completely demolished Freethought here. 
His chairman at Exeter Hall, a day or two back, 
stated that he had devoted more time than any other 
person in the States to the study of “Christian Evi- 
dence,” and was fully able to satisfactorily answer 
any and all objections to the truth of the Bible state- 
ments or evidence regarding the same, but as he is 
careful to lecture only to those who believe all he has 
to say beforehand, he is not likely to hav occasion to 
show his powers in this direction. Judging froma 
newspaper report of a recent address he gave, I should 
imagin any skeptic of ordinary intelligence would be 
easily abie to nonplus him, though no doubt he 
would manage to wriggle out of his difficulty on the 
principles adopted by the rest of -his clan. He has 
been challenged to hold a public debate with G. W. 
Foote, and it is scarcely necessary to say he very 
readily declined; and I don't blame him. J. D. 


— err 


Lectures and Meetings. 
W. F. Jamieson has just given a second course of lectures 
in Burnett, Nebraska. He gave three lectures also in Neligh 


and two in Clearwater, Neb. Address him at Longmont, 
Colorado. 


C. B. Reynotps will lecture for Friendship Liberal League, 
Philadelphia. Sunday, May 8th, afternoon and evening, at 
Broad and Wood streets. Subject at 2:30 r.m., “The Bible 
—From Whence It Came and What It Really Teaches;" 
7:30 r.m., subject, ** Religious Persecution of the Nineteenth 
Century." Seats are free. Liberals throughout the state are 


cordially invited by the secretary to come and giv our. 
Brother Reynolds a rousing reception. 


L. K. WasunnunN will lecture for the Society of Humanity 
of this city, at 28 Lafayette place, May 1st and 8th, at 8 P.M., 
subjects, ** Religious Problems,” and ‘‘ Something Beyond.” 
At 3 P.M. of the same days he will speak in Newark. May 
15th he will be heard in Philadelphia before the Friendship 
Liberal League at its ball, Broad and Wood strects, at 2:30 
and 7:30 p.m. May 28th he will be at Jobstown, N. J.; May 
22d at Boonton, and if the New Jersey Christians do not lock 
him up, he will go from there wherever called. He is desir- 
ous of findiog several engagement for week evenings near 
New York. E 


Am eager audience packed the court-house to its utmost 
Capacity to listen to the talented Mrs. Juliet H. Severance, of 
Milwaukee. *' Doc." Severance, as she is called in Milwau- 
kee, is a cousiu of Frank Bigelow, the Union Labor candi- 
date for comptroler of this city. Mrs. Severance is beyond 
doubt one of the ablest women in America. She was a 
bright figure in the Cincinnati convention. Mrs. Severance 
has perhaps devoted as much time to the study of the labor 
question as any person in America, and the result of her study 
has given her a storehouse of knowledge which enables her 
to interest an audience in a high degree. The lecture lasted 
nearly two hours, and nobody seemed tired when it ended. 
The entire discourse was seasoned with good argument and 
delivered with no small degree of force and enthusiasm. At 
times the doctor grew very eloqnent, especially when she re- 
ferred to the degraded condition of the industrial classes. 
Mrs. Severance is a practicing physician and a noble woman. 
Should she ever visit this city again, there will not be hall- 
room to hold the sudience that would turn out to hear her. 
She left for Milwaukee on the 2 o'clock train this morning.— 
La Crosse Labor Advocate. 

—— $4 9 ——— ——————— 
Bad Pictures. 
From the Winsted, Conn., Press. 

Watson Heston's cartoon in the New York TRUTH SEEKER 
of April 16th is a railroad scene at the boundary line between 
this state and New York. The time is Sunday. A locomo- 
tiv, '' Progress,” has come up to the state line on the New 
York side, but there it encounters a pile of Bibles and Blue 
Laws, a pulpit built across the track, and a holy preacher in 
the pulpit. Behind the preacher is a jackass marked, ‘‘ Puri- 
tanism,” bearing on its back the Connecticut legislature, and 
over them the inscription, ‘‘Be it enacted that no railway 
trains shall run in this state on Sunday, as their steam whis- 
tles make so much noise that the Lord can’t hear our prayers 
and therefore may forget all about this insignificant com- 
monwealth.” 

What the consequence will be to the preacher and his little 
pulpit, and the jackass on the track, when the engineer of 
the locomotiv puts on steam and moves forward, we are left 
to imagin, but it is wickedly suggested that the gentlemen 
and their animal will get out of the way speedily and then 
claim great credit for having cleared the track. 

Pictures of animals and machinery, pumpkins and young 
people on their way reverently to meeting with books in 
their hands, are pure and elevating, but pictures of the Con- 
necticut legislature astride of a jackass tend to bring the 
Christian religion into contempt. Such pictures should never 
be printed in papers that may chance to fall into the hands 
of women and children. 

—— 91 9—— — — — 

A MEDICAL society of Fredericton, Nova Scotia, has sued a 
woman for practicing medicin without a license. In her de- 
fense a witness averred that the only treatment received was a 
kiss, and the only payment made was a pair of hose. The 
kiss effected a perfect cure. Another witness, who had been 
treated by prayer, was not healed. Since her method of 
treatment has become known, the lady's practice has largely 
increased, and her patients do not care to be prayed with, 
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Communications. 


What Objections to Christianity ? 

For about eighteen centuries a large portion of the 
world hav been taught to believe in the doctrins of 
Christianity. We hav been taught that Christianity 
hás been the cause of all moral and intellectual 

` progress; that Christianity is the embodiment of 
truth, Jove, purity, and perfection, and without this 
religion were sin, ruin, and no salvation for mankind. 
We hav been taught that to doubt the divine origin 
of the Bible and the divinity of Christ was the vilest 
crime of which one could be guilty. But in spite of 
all the sermons, homilies, and efforts put forth for 
propagating this faith, doubts hav arisen, and many 
well-meaning and honest people hav the audacity to 
criticise this faith which is held so sacred by many of 
our fellow-men. 

So far as I understand Christianity, its principal 
tenets are as follows: That about six thousand years 
ago God created the universe; that he fitted this 
world for man’s abode; that man was made from the 
dust of the earth and woman from one of the man’s 
ribs; that this pair was placed in a garden and al 
lowed to eat of all tie fruit excepting of the tree of 
knowledge; that the woman was tempted by a ser- 
pent to eat of the forbidden fruit, and that the woman 
persuaied the man to ent, and that for this act of 
disobedience they were cursed and driven from the 
garden. and all posterity shared alike in their sin and 
their fall; that this pair began to multiply, and 
mankind grew so wicked that in about sixteen hun 
dred years God, in hope of rectifying his blunder, 
was compelled to drown all his creatures, excepting 
Noah and his family and a pair of animals of every 
kind; but that this proved ineffectual, and in about 
two thousand years after the flood it was necessary 
that God should beget a son who should be sacrificed 
a3 an atonement for the sins of the people; that 
this father, son, and Holy Ghost are one, and that a 
belief in these doctrins and the inspiration of the 
Bible is absolutely necessary to save us from eternal 
punishment, And as a necessary consequence Chris- 
tianity claims to hav been, and to now be, the source 
from which has sprung all law, order, arts, science, 
and philosophy. 

Now, I object to these doctrins because they are 
not founded on fact. It is not true, as the Bible 
asserts, and as the church has taught, that the earth 
was made only six thousand years ago, for there is 
ample evidence to show that the earth has existed for 
many millions of years. The time required for a globe 
the size of the earth to cool from 2,009 degrees, when 
everything: was in a state of fusion, to 212 degrees 
was, according to the lowest estimate, three hundred 
and fifty millions of years, and since life has appeared 
there hav been more than sixteen millions of years. 

There are stars so far distant that for their rays of 
light to reach us, traveling at the enormous rate of 
one hundred and eighty-five miles a second, required 
the lapse of more than a million years to span the 
gulf that intervenes. Man, also, made his appearance 
many centuries before the popularly received chronol- 
ogy. There are remains of men found in the valley 
of the Somne, in France, that must hav lain buried 
in the earth for at least fifty thousand years. In 
some of the caves of Europe there are found remains 
of man contemporaneous with the amphibious hippo- 
potamus and cave bear. And instead of these re 
mains bearing evidence of a state of civilization, and 
a high estate, and that man subsequently “ fell,” the 
evidence shows them to hav been but little removed 
from the animals among whom they dwelt—simply a 
race of marrow-sucking men. Draper says that we 
cannot assign a shorter date for the last glacialization 
of Europe than a quarter of a million of years, and 
human existence antedates that. The monuments of 
Egypt bear evidence of a high state of civilization 
more than six thousand years ago. Man did not first 
exist in a state of moral perfection, but as a low sav- 
age, and has been slowly and gradually rising in the 
scale of civilization. 

But it is not my purpose to dwell upon the scien- 
tific phase of the question, but rather upon that of 
the logical and historical. 

For the sake of the argument, admitting that man 
and woman were created but six thousand years ago, 
&nd placed in Eden, as narrated in Genesis, did not 
God know when he made man and placed him in the 
garden that he would transgress the law? God 
must certainly hav known this if he is omniscient, for 
to be omniscient he must hav foreknown everything, 
then he must hav worked according to a preconceived 
plan; for to deuy the design would be denying the 
omniscience of God, and to deny omniscience would 
be equivalent to denying the existence of God. 
Christians cannot suppose their God was ignorant of 
what he was doing. 

Who then was to blame for this great blunder? 
Who should suffer for the transgression in Eden? 
Certainly the creator, not the creatures who were be- 
guiled into sinning. He made man with ail his weak. 
nesses, 20d beset him with temptations to sin. To 
say that man was made a free-will being is contrary to 


the argument of design, and the story such, when 
brought to its logical conclusion is, that the whole 
plan was so laid that Jehovah might gratify a stretch 
of despotic power. If God intended mankind to bav 
always remained in ignorance, why hav made the 
tree of knowledge? And why hav made the serpent 
purposely to tempt them to eat thereof? Why 
create a devil? And now, seeing how much difficulty 
devils hav made, why not exercise his omnipotence 
and eliminate the whole race of devils? : 

Mankind now becomes so wicked that God “re- 
pents having made man," and in order to correct his 
mistake, concludes to drown the world. I suppose 
that God thought he could not a second time create 
animal Jife, so in order to repeople the earth he 
orders Noah to build an ark, which should be five 
hundred cubits long, fifty cubits wide, and thirty cu- 
bits high, in which to preserve himself and family, 
and a pair of all living creatures, during the great 
rain storm. 

There are two accounts, however, of the number of 
animals to be taken into the ark. The sixth chapter 
of Genesis says a pair of each kind; the seventh 
chapter says seven of the clean animals and fowls and 
two of the unclean. 

How anyone can believe this absurd story is more 
than I can understand. The idea of such a tale 
being true is so preposterous and silly that it would 
be unworthy of any thoughtful person to discuss it 
were it not that so many people yet cling so tena- 
ciously to these old legends, and vilify those who dis- 
believe them. A school-boy ought to know that the 
dimensions of the ark would not admit a pair of all 
animals, much less seven of part of them. Then, 
there must be food provided for all these animals— 
hay and grain for ruminants, flesh for the carnivora 
—food sufficient to last many thousands of animals, 
birds, reptils, and insects for more than a year. 

The writer certainly knew nothing of the immense 
number of animals existing on the earth, and about 
the same of their habits of life. 

How could the animals of the frigid zones hav en- 
dured the torrid heat? A pair of polar bears would 
hav been in a sorry plight migrating to the tropics 
looking for Noah. How did the American animals 
find their way to Asia to take refuge with Noab. 
Just imagin our grizzly bear in the ark among the 
kids and goats. The writer certainly could hav 
known nothing of the American skunk, or he would 
not hav been cruel enough to shut up Noah and 
his family with a pair of them, with only one smal} 
window in the top of the ark for ventilation. Did 
Noah also take a pair of all fishes and marine animals 
into the ark with him? God’s vengeance must hav 
extended to them as well as to the land animals. 
Perhaps there was a pair of each of these appointed 


to stay under the keel of Noah's boat to keep out of . 


the wet. 

Not only is this story absurd and silly, but it is 
actually impossible that such an event could ever hav 
taken place. For we all know that rain is caused by 
the evaporation of water from the earth’s surface; 
that when the atmosphere becomes saturated with 
vapor, and the vapor becomes condensed, it falls to 
the earth in drops of rain. 

Let us suppose that all the water on the surface of 
the earth could at one time be evaporated and held in 
the clouds—which is impossible—then, when it came 
again in the form of rain, there could only be the 
same amount of water on the earthas before. Where, 
then, did the water come from that covered the tops 


-of the highest mountains? and where could it go 


when dried up by the east wind? How could the 
water get beyond the influence of the earth’s attrac- 
tiv force ? f 

But after the flood it seems that mankind was just 
as bad as before. And how could God hav expected 
a good harvest from bad seed? As all mankind was 
so wicked, Noah must hav been tainted. also with 
“original sin," for how could he hav escaped the 
penalty of the transgression in Eden? Did God ex- 
pect to sow tares and reap wheat? He must hav 
learned by dear experience that “ we shall reap as we 
sow.” 

But men grew continually worse, and in spite of 


all the sacrificial offerings to propitiate an an angry . 


God, in about two thousand four hundred years after 
the flood it was necessary to offer Christ, the “ only 
begotten of the father,” as a sacrifice—as an atone- 
ment for the sins of the people. 

The doctrin of the atonement has been and yet is 
the curse of the Christian religion. It is the legiti- 
mate outgrowth of the dogma that by Adam’s sin all 
posterity shared alike in his sin and curse. 

If a man commits a crime, how is it possible that 
his child can be held guilty? How can we be held 
accountable for something that was done without our 
knowledge or consent? Such a doctrin subverts 
every idea of justice and outrages common sense. 
Aud how can the innocent atone for the crimes of the 
guilty? Is it possible that a just, true, and loving 
God, such as Christians describe, can be satisfied— 
is it possible that the majesty of the law has been 
vindicated—by the execution of a substitute? If we 
are guilty, Christ cannot bear our iniquity for us, and 
no man of honor would be willing to be saved in that 


way. If I commit a crime, the law demands my. 
punishment, not that of another. _ ae 

To teach such a doctrin must be immoral in its 
tendencies; but when the dogma is added that the - 
vilest, wickedest persons can be saved from punish- | 
ment by merely believing certain dogmas; that be- 
tween the last vile crime and the last breath we can - 
repent and reap a rich reward, is absolutely degrad- . 
ing. That doctrin pays a commission on crime, and 
has filled the Christian world with the basest of 
criminals. 

A man may lead a just and virtuous life, love his 
family and deal honestly with his fellow-men, and yet 
if he fails to believe the absurdities of the Christian 
religion he must suffer eternal torment; yet the 
thief, the adulterer, or murderer, by simply repenting 
and believing, takes his place among the redeemed ! 

l Grorer H. Dawes. 


Mrs. Colman’s Reminiscences. 


The next meeting which we held was mgre turbu- - 
lent even than this. The demonstrations were so 
violent, and seemed so murderous, that the gentleman 
who had kindly taken us in his carriage to the place 
of meeting became so thorougly alarmed that he 
begged me to escape with him from the window back 
of the platform. I said, * No; I came to speak, and 
these are the people that need the word. I will not 
ask you to remain.” He said. “If you are so fool- 
hardy, you mustn't blame me if I leave you." J said, 
“Not at all; go,” and looking as white as a reputed 
ghost, he let himself out of the window, and was ` 
gone. I hav never seen him since, nor do I even re- 
member his name. If you think he was cowardly, 
remember a mob is not a pleasant thing to face. I 
was more safe without him than with him, and, as the 
sequel proved, went away unharmed. The tar kettle 
was there, and the feathers, but they were not used, 
though the three professional men of the village, the 
reverend, the doctor, and the Jawyer, tried their best 
to spur others on to the sport. My voice did good 
service that evening in soothing the boisterous spirits. 
I obtained three subscribers to the Liberator (Mr. 
Garrison's paper), made friends kind enovgh to take 
me home with them and care for me until the time 
came for me to leave the place. I did not suffer very 
much in those dreadful times; at least.I did not 
realize the suffering. But to-day, when I feel my 
uerves so shattered that to speak a half hour I am 
obliged to occupy a chair, or to walk half a mile I 
must hav the strong arm of some friend, I know that 
such excitement is always paid for at last. But I am 
not sorry for the work done, even though I feel the 
cost. <A race redeemed, even the little I did toward 
it, is a memory like a benediction. It is not always 
what we accomplish that is the personal blessing. It 
is what we tried to do. About this time there was 
appointed by the American Society à man who evi- 
dently felt that he should be able by his extreme 
watchfulness to guard against any vulgar gossip or 
libelous report, such as some of the agents had been 
obliged to encounter. This man was a good man, no 
better than the other men who were employed, but 
he had the faculty of making those with whom he 
was associated feel very uncomfortable. He was 
appointed to travel and hold meetings with me, and- 
the most uncomfortable six weeks I spent that year 
were while with him. He seemed to hav no idea of 
propriety in regard to the treatment of the people 
who opened their houses to us, without charge. He 
commanded them as he would a servant in a: hotel 
where he would be required to pay largely for atten- 
tion, I hav as yet said nothing of the homes in the 
West thirty and forty years ago, but I am now where 
it will be quite in order to describe: some of them in 
connection with my traveling associate. 

The houses were many of them log, some of them 
having no partition, a loft reached by a ladder, and a 
*bed sink" curtained tó make it a little private. 
Other houses a little larger would hav a board par- 
tition dividing the large room, and making one or 
two small rooms for bed-rooms. One would hardly 
expect to find many of tha luxuries or even neces- 
sities of modern life, as furniture, in such houses. A 
washbowl and pitcher had never been seen in many 
of them, and towels were indeed a luxury. I was a 
guest in one house where the children, some of them 
twelve years of age, had never seen a mirror. Our 
Eastern friend, the new agent, when shown his rest- 
ing-place, always informed the host that he must hav 
water in his room and two towels. A woman’s con- 
sternation at such a demand can be imagined, but I 
could hav forgiven him even the demand for two 
towels if only he would hav gotten up in the morning 
and eaten his breakfast with the family in season, so 
that the father of the family could hav taken his 
children to school, and gone about -his business. I 
tried to call him till I learned better, for his invari- 
able answer was, when I told him breakfast was 
ready, “eat it, then" I hav seen the wife and 
mother break down and cry with perplexity. In one 
of our first meetings together I said, in referring to 
something this man had said in his speech preceding, 
“My brother told you so,” he immediately announced 
to the audience that he was not my brother, a fact I 
never forgot, but when referring to his words always- 
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spoke of him as Mr. of —— He did not 
mean ahy insult by this statement, but he was to be 
circumspect in word and in deed. In the anecdote 
which I hav made this long preparation to relate, you 
will see that circumspection will not always keep 
one’s name from libelous reports, as in all my public 
life no libel was ever quite as infamous as the one 
connecting my name and this same person’s together. 

We had a meeting appointed five miles from where 
we had made our home (this was in Ashtabula 


county); a two days meeting, Saturday and Sunday. 


Our host had a horse and an open wagon, the use of 
which he tendered us for our ride. But when the 
morning came, there came with it one of the most 
disagreeable storms of the season. The heavy rain 
became sleet in falling, and the wind was piercing. 
Our host had neither buffalo nor robes of any kind. 
When we had taken our seats in the wagon, the wife 
of our host, seeing how unprotected I was, said, 
“Mrs. Colman will perish; stop a minute" She 
went to her bed, and. took from it a home-made 
counterpane, which the husband brought out’ and 
spread over us. The storm was so fierce that the 
circumspect agent could not resist the protection it 
afforded. In going to our meeting we passed the 
post: office, and Mr. — got out of the wagon and 
went in. I discovered standing in the office one of 
the important men of the town, a man of wealth and 
the deacon of the church. He had persistently de- 
nied. us the use of the church, and we had found it 


very difficult to find a place for a meeting in his. 


neighborhood. j 

We went on to our appointment, neither of us 
speaking. to the other for the entire five miles. I 
was not to be outdone in circumspection ; after the 
close of the meeting we returned, stopping again at 
the post-office. We had the bed-spread over our 
laps, as when we went. The same good deacon was 
at the office. A short time after this we were sepa- 
rated. I was sent into another county, and the gen- 
tleman into still another. . 

In some two weeks I- received a letter from a 
good Abolitionist who livs very near this deacon, in 
which were these words: ‘Mrs. Colman, what does 
it mean? Deacon — is circulating a story saying 
that you and Mr. D. were found. under the same bed- 
cover twice, and he can prove it?” I was too much 
amused for the moment to be angry. Here was my 
immaculate friend, who had avoided even being 
polite to me, accused of very strange conduct for a 
moral man, and with me whom he had told repeatedly 
that the agents were so careless in their conduct that 
they gave cause for talk. I immediately wrote to 

- the writer of the doleful letter: “’Tis true; never- 
theless because true the greater libel. Get a hall by 
paying largely if necessary, and appoint a meeting 
for me next Sunday; advertise so thoroughly that 
all who hav heard the slander shall know that I am 
coming.” He did so,and the crowd was so great 
that the friends thought it best to put braces under 
the floor lest it should yield to the weight. 

When I reached the place on Saturday, I sent a 
letter to the deacon saying that if he wished to avoid 
a lawsuit he would come to my meeting the following 
day and settle the matter, or I would carry the case 
immediately to the court and let the law settle it. 
He came. I had sent to another part of the state, 
asking A. T. Foss, with whom I had traveled a good 
deal in the work, and who was a very Boanerges, to 
come and help me. He answered by his presence 
promptly. We had a meeting that all who attended 
will, I am sure, always remember, and the contempt- 
ible Christian man attempted to excuse himself by 
saying that he. said it fora joke. He said, * How 
will you settle?” I said, “You will put your name 


to that paper, saying that you will never again speak: 


evil of a woman whom you know nothing evil of. I 

w&nt none of your money; there are wrongs that 

money cannot redress. Your money perish with 
ou!” 

This was the only slander I ever paid any attention 
to; it was too good a chance to humiliate the author 
to let pass. The above are some of the experiences 
of an Abolitionist woman trying to work for a race 
who were suffsring the horrors of chattel slavery. 
Christian people of all sects were making special 
efforts to raise money to send missionaries to convert 
thé heathen to Christianity, while in several states in 
our Union it was a crime punishable with death for a 
woman with African blood to raise her hand against 
her Christian master, even in defense of her own 
chastity; and in our Northern states, like Ohio, all 
manner of indignities were put upon us; but when a 
person is fully baptized into a work for humanity, 
indignities are of no avail. Lucy N. Cotman, 
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Bisgop Avuxanper W. Wayman, the great leader of the 
colored Methodists, asked the other day why the colored peo- 
ple‘of the South increased 86 much more rapidly than the 
white, answered: '* We draw from three sources, while the 
white people only draw from one—every colored woman 
whose husband is white, the children are set down on our 
side; every white woman whose husband is colored, which 
condition exists in the North, the children are set down on 
ourside; every offspring of pure African blood, of course, 
isset down on-our: side; while the white people only:draw 
from. one gource, themsel vs.” 


Converiing the Christians. 
From the San Francisco Jewish Times. 

The world has heard much about * converting the 
Jews,” and little or nothing about “converting the 
Christians.” As to the latter, let us inquire into the 
work accomplished toward their conversion. We 
propose to show that this work has been undertaken 
in real earnest, that the spirit of propaganda is in- 
domitable, and that, numbers relativly considered, a 
thousand Christians hav been converted ‘to Agnosti- 
cism where one Jew has been converted to Chris- 
tianity. We use the term Agnosticism because it 
more fully than any other word expresses the opin- 
ions and views of that vast body of Rationalists or 
non-Christians known under various names, such as 
Free Religionists, Freethinkers, Infidels, Pantheists 
of the Spinoza school, Utilitarians, Transcendental- 
ists, and a multiplicity of other schools of thought. 
The term Agnosticism was first applied by the learned 
Professor Huxley, and he is recognized as its author. 
He calls himself an Agnostic, as was Darwin, the 
proof of which is in a letter addressed by the great 
scientist to a German student. The eminent Roman 
Catholic prelate, Mgr. Capel, recognizes the term, and 
admits that it is an able and dangerous foe of the 
Christian religion. Good authority, the Catholic 
News, of New York, recognizes Agnosticism, and, as 
may be seen by a dispatch pubtished in the Daily 
Examiner of the 2d inst., the journal first named 
says that the estimated Agnostics in the United 
States number 30,000,000. Taking this Catholic 
estimate as correct, and we believe to all intents and 
purposes it is, is it not safe to say there are 100,000,- 
000 Agnostics in France, Germany, Italy, and other 
European countries, though to a lesser extent, in 
Canada, the Australian colonies, and elsewhere? Now, 
what are the means by which this vast body of 
130,000,000 of educated men and women seek to con- 
vert the Christians? By purely peaceful means— 
through education and scientific instruction. 

Think of the thousands and hundreds of thousands 
of intelligent Christians who hav been converted to 
the views of Darwin, Huxley, Haeckel, Tyndall, Prof. 
John W. Draper, author of that remarkable work, 
*'The Intellectual Development of Europe;" con- 


M. Bennett, and a host of other scientists, authors, 
and orators. 
a great deal of intellectual dishonesty in this world, 
there are. thousands of professing Christians so Lib- 
eralized that they are Agnostics at heart. Through 
business, social, and domestic influences, they conceal 
their honest opinions. In the United States alone 
there are twelve Agnostic journals, and one—a very 
able ally—was recently started in Canada, the Secu- 
lar Thought, of Toronto. Two of the oldest non- 
Christian journals in America are Tux TRUTH SEEKER, 
of New York, and the Boston Znvestigator, which has 
been published for more than half a century, and 
whose founder was an ex-Christian minister, Abner 
Kneeland, & Protestant before his renunciation. 
There is an organization known as the American 
Secular Union, whose avowed purpose it is to di- 
vorce from the statutes of the various states of the 
republic every vestige of law which in any way recog- 
nizes Christianity or the fatal alliance of church and 
state, and the recognition is very strong in some 
states, as may be known by the efforts made to 
enforce the Puritan Sunday and the Blue laws of 
Connecticut. As to the Union named, Col. R. G. 
Ingersoll has served as its president for two successiv 
years, and its present president is Courtlandt Palmer, 
a well-known capitalist of New York, and a gentle- 
man of the highest culture. The Union employs a 
secretary at a salary of $1,500 a year, who is con- 
stantly in the field as an Agnostic “ missionary.” 
The secretary is Mr. S. P. Putnam, formerly a prom- 
inent Protestant clergyman. He is reputed to be an 
eloquent speaker, and is the author of several excel- 
lent works, both prose and poetry, and all fired with 
a burning zeal for the doctrins he has espoused. As 
independent lecturers and “ missionaries” of the mod- 
ern propaganda of Agnosticism, we may mention 
Charies Watts, editor of the Secular Thought, and 
second only to Ingersoll in ability ; John E. Rems- 
burg, & very able man; C. B. Reynolds, formerly 
a well-known Protestant minister. and a brilliant 
speaker; Jamieson, Washburn, Dr. York of this 
state, formerly a Methodist minister, and many 
others. The Canadian Secular Union isan ally of the 
American Secular Union. Agnostic lecturers are 
numerous in England and Australia, and a few in 
Canada, “a country that is almost hopelessly given 
over to superstition.” There are three Agnostic 
journals published in Australia, and two in England, 
with a monthly review and the “Agnostic Annual.” 
There are also published in India two journals which 
proclaim the same faith to “the mild-eyed Hindoo.” 

We will further inquire from another and very dif- 
ferent point of view as to what has been accomplished 
toward “ converting Christians.” Within the memory 
of man. and nota very long time ago, two young girls 
—the Fox sisters—residing in the state of New York, 
one evening while at home imagined that they heard 


“tiny raps” on the wall, and upon listening they. 
.| were repeated. In some account it is stated that one! 


ant Christianity in the United States. 


verted to the views of Voltaire, Paine, Ingersoll, D.: 


Besides, owing to the fact that there is. 


of the girls, in a girlish way, asked if there were any — 
“ spirits” there, when the tiny taps became “raps,” 
strong and distinct. The Fox sisters were 
“ mediums,” and Spiritualism sprang into power with 
extraordinary rapidity, and all through * tiny, tiny " 
tips that from the moment first heard to this hour 
hav been so successful in “ converting the Christians" ' 
that we hav now from five to six millions of ardent 
Spiritualists, all of whom before their conversion 
were zealous Christians. The discovery of the Fox 
sisters played sad havoc among the Méthodists, Bap- ` 
tists, and other sects. Another such discovery, on 
some new basis, would absolutely annihilate Protest- 
“ Converting 
the Christians” by the Foxonian method was accom- 


‘plished so quietly and gently that the Spiritualists 
called their new religion the Harmonial Philosophy. 


Among all the Christians converted to Agnosticism ' 


and Spiritualism, the conversions hav been free and 
voluntary. There hav been no stakes, thumbscrews, 
no fagots, no weapons of torture of any kind, em- 
ployed by the Agnosties and Spiritualists to make 


converts. Such inhuman means to subjugate and 
terrify the human conscience could not in this, as in 
former ages, be a complete and ghastly success, even 
if it were triple branded with that ominous word “ in- 
fallibility "—2 word full of terrible meaning to every 
lover of a free conscience and a free mind. 

' There is still another, and what promises to be a 
very important factor in the propaganda against 
Christianity. In a recent editorial in the New York 
Sun it was stated that the good Christians of Brook- 
lyn and New York would be astonished if they knew 
the progress that Buddhism was making in their 
midst. It was also stated these American Buddhists 
had in Brooklyn alone two temples of worship. Some 
few years ago a very learned Buddhist priest was the 
guest of a wealthy lady in Brooklyn, and to his visit 
and her Zeal in the new faith is to be attributed there- 
sult stated. A paragraph is going the rounds of the 
press to the effect that there is a revival of Buddhism 
in New York city; that is, for curios and works of art 
from Buddhist countries, and that it would not be 
strange if this were followed by the erection of Buddh- 
ist temples in the commercial metropolis of the re- 
public. Every one thousand Buddhists means one 
thousand Christians absorbed into an earthly . 
“ Nirvana.” 

Again, we know that the great and world-wide 
Masonic brotherhood—its Christian branch, the 
Knights Templars excepted—is a faithful, unflinching 
advocate of civil and religious liberty, and the op- 


ponent of all ecclesiastical tyranny. This greater 


branch, or rather the real tree of Masonry, has un- 
doubtedly checked and curbed the tyranny of the 
papal hierarchy. It has taken from Christianity 
many, many of the ablest minds of this and former 
Ages. 

Further, having disposed of the Protestant form 
of Christianity, what, we ask, has been done toward 
converting its older, more compact, and powerful 
form, the Roman Catholic? In one sense not much, 
and yet, in another, the forces arrayed against the 
mighty and despotic papal power hav gained a tremend- 
ous and lasting victory. If,in the first sense, much has 
not been accomplished, an opening has been made in .. 
the granit-bound masses ‘of Catholicism. In read- 
ing the Agnostic journals— particularly our Boston 
and New York contemporaries—you will frequently 
see articles signed ''Ex-Catholic" In nearly every 
instance the writer names his nationality, and joyfully 
proclaims his emancipation from mental slavery. 
This is a mere shadow, but it is a shadow of signifi- 
cance. Three-fourths of their countrymen are the 
religious serfs of the Roman pontiff, and that even a 
few of those should break their chains is a cause for 
congratulation. In the slow process of time may not 
the few be followed by the many? . That would be 
the real redemption of their nativ land, and until it is 
accomplished that people must remain prostrate 
under two forms of despotism—the political, repre- 
sented in her majesty, and the ecclesiastical, repre- 
sented in his holiness. . 

As to the tremendous and lasting victory of which 
we hav spoken, it is this—the imperious and ''infal- 
lible" pope of Rome is a prisoner in the Vatican. 
How are the mighty fallen! As the poet, Gerald: 
Massey, says, “Ever in time is justice done," In 


‘former centuries it happened that the crowned kings 


of Europe who had offended the pontiff were com- 
pelled to present themselvs before the Vatican in a 
position the most servile and humiliating. . 
Who ordered the pope to his present exile? The - 
Agnostics of Italy. The ignorant and popular idea 
is that there are no Agnostics in that sunny land. 
If you will take time to read Italian newspapers and 
Italian history from the days of the triumvirate, with 
Mazzini at its head, to the present time, you will be 
enlightened. The hosts who followed Mazzini and 
Garibaldi scorned papal power, as does the victorious 
New Italy party of to-day. f ; 
In this review it is not designed to discuss the - 
merits or demerits of Buddhism, Spiritualism, or . 
Agnosticism. We simply wish to clearly and dis- 
tinctly show that three such powerful forces exirt, . 
and that their object is to extirpate Christianity. : 


280 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, APRIL 30, 1887. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. | 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


E. M. Macponatn, . - - Editor. 
O. P. Somzrsy, - - Business Manager. 
PUBLISHED BY 
THE TRUZH SEEKER COMPANY. 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY AT $8.00 PER YEAR. 


Address all Communications to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY. Make all Drafts, Checks, Post-office and Ez- 
press Money Orders payableto CHARLES P. SOMERBY. 


SATURDAY, - - . - APRIL 30, 1887. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 


Bingle subscription........ssssccsssccovsssseesccessnssssonensees $3 00 
One subscription two years, in advance.................. 5 00 
Two new subscribers............eeeee esee eren ene tooth ennt n 5 00 
One subscription with one new subscriber, in one re- 
. pali curo ...s0cssresseccvacvssoeseressnvvevensesstoesesosv sees 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one 2 
remittance eses sossorerosonobssoreosoeosssosososeossoosoosoe 7 00 
One subscription with three new subscribers, in one 
remittance ........ esee eee sees ro rete peisea shpe ieskats 8 50 
One subscription with four new subscribers, in one 
TEMNIttANCE RR 10 00 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably 
with one remittance. 


A Presidential Candidate. 

There is a good deal of talk in the labor press at 
present about nominating a candidate for president 
in the 1888 election. Shall it be done? and who 
shall he be? are the queries. 

There is one man in the country who would honor 
the party nominating him; honor the office if elected — 
a big, broad, humane man, always in sympathy with 
the unfortunate and the slave industrial, as well as 
. the slave chattel ; who always errs, if at all, on the 
side of mercy and generosity ; one with the elements 

** So mixed in him that Nature might stand up, 

And say to all the world, This 15 a man.” 

Of course everybody knows that his name is Ros- 
ERT Q. IxaxgmsoLr. It is by no means certain that 
he would allow his name to be used, for he de- 
Spises the slavery of office; but if he could be in- 
duced to run, what a campaign it would be! It is 
cyclones to zephyrs that such another canvass never 


would be known. 
to ————— 


A Mayor with Ideas. 


Mayor Hewitt evidently desires to make his gov- 
ernment of New York a lawful one, and if in his en- 
forcement of foolish laws there is à Mephistophelian 
squint toward their repeal, he will all the more read- 
ily be forgiven. Under his instructions a good many 
store-keepers are being arrested, a large portion 
of whom are Jews, who, having kept their own relig- 
ious day, use Sunday for commercial purposes. 
The editor of the Hebrew Standard protests that the 
closing of the Jewish stores on Sunday is unfair, and 
has directed to the mayor a communication upon the 
matter. Mr. Hewitt replies: 


“I hav read with care the communication you hav ad- 
dressed to me in regard to the position of my fellow-cilizens 
of the Jewish persuasion, under the law which requires the 
suspension of business on Sunday. The arguments which 
you advance would be very proper, and doubtless very 
effectiv, with the law-making power. As you very well 
know, I do not make the laws, but I am sworn to see them 
executed. The Sunday law has been the subject of judicial 
construction, and it has been decided that it is not based 
upon religious principles, but upon public policy, and that it 
is to be observed by all citizens without regard to condition 
or religious belief. It does not deny to any portion of our 
citizens the right to observe the Sabbath day, and it does not 
compel them todoso. It merely provides that one day in 
seven shall be a day of rest, and, inasmuch as that day can- 
not be made to suit everybody, a day is selected which suits 
the majority. Doubtless this inflicts a hardship upon the 
minority, but under our theory of government it is a hard- 
ship which cannot be avoided. If you can suggest any 
method by which the law can be amended, so as to relieve 
citizens of the Jewish persuasion from the practical hardship 
of the existing law, without destroying the very object for 
which the law is framed, it will receive my heartiest support. 

“‘T notice that you protest against the arrest of unoffending 
citizens who conscientiously observe the seventh day, and 
placing them ‘in cells filled with the vilest of the vile.’ It 
seems to me you beg the whole question when you use the 
words, ‘ unoffending citizens.’ The simple fact is that they 
violate the law, and the police hav no discretion whatever as 
between transgressors, but must take them all to the same 


tribunal and punish them in the same way. The remedy is 
for these citizens whom you regard as unoffending to obey 
the law, which will giv them immunity from arrest. 

** can assure you, in conclusion, that I hay a great respect 
for the rights of conscience, but if the doctrin were once ad- 
mitted that the law is to giv way to every man who puts in 
the plea of conscience, the law would become a nullity.” 

This letter places Mr. Hewitt squarely upon the 
secular basis for a rest day, and it only remains for 
him to take another step and advocate the repeal of 
the laws making it criminal to work on Sunday. It 
is quite within the province of the state to create 
holidays, and the weekly holiday should be precisely 
the same as the holidays now known as secular—the 
Fourth of July, Washington's Birthday, ete. Our 
present Sabbatarian legislation violates the Constitu- 
tion because it rests upon religion. The Fourth of 
July, for instance, is a legal holiday. No employee 
can be forced to include that day in the week he givs 
to his employer. Drafts, notes, etc., due on that day 
are legally payable the day before, and in this coun- 
try July 4th is in all respects a legal blank. Sunday 
should be of the same character—a legal holiday, 
but with no laws enforcing its observance. People 
should be free to do as they please with it without 
fear of a policeman. 

We are inclined to believe that this is really the 
view Mayor Hewitt takes of it, and that his vigorous 
enforcement of the Sunday law is upon the principle 
of the late U. S. Grant—the best way to repeal a bad 
law is to enforce it. If we are correct in this view, 
we shall abide with patience the outcome, even if we 
hav to sit in the house all day Sunday for fear that 
some zealous policeman will “take us in” as we 
stroll over to our office. 

i -—— — —— 
* Gagging the Press." 

Archbishop Corrigan’s letter to the editor 
and proprietor of the Catholic Herald, printed 
in another column, is no surprise to those familiar 
with the arrogance of the Roman Catholic church. 
As the pope claims the empire of the world, so 
his lieutenants claim in his name the absolute 
right to rule their little corners of the universe. We 
hav known priests who interfered in the most trivial 
affairs of their parishes, and we hav known parishion- 
ers who would not decide upon a line of conduct 
until the priest had been consulted. 

This despotic rule is logical enough if the claims 
of the church are once admitted. If Christ once 
lived and possessed the power of salvation and dam- 
nation, if he gave the keys of heaven and hell to 
Peter, with power to loose and unloose ; if this power 
has been unbrokenly and divinely transmitted, then 
the pope must be obeyed in all things. He certainly 
has the right to say what affects faith, and must be 
allowed to define true Catholic doctrin. Granted all 
this, he can decide what Catholics may be allowed to 
read, and any paper displeasing him can be inter- 
dicted. And he has ordered all Catholic journals 
not to discuss the attitude of his church toward or- 
ganized labor. 

The position which Mr. Daniel O'Loughlin, the 
editor of the Catholic Herald, has seen fit to assume 
in regard to the order of Archbishop Corrigan, there- 
fore, is illogical and subversiv of faith and ecclesiastical 
disciplin, for he stoutly declares that he will not obey 
it. “ My paper,” he says, “will continue to espouse 
the cause of Dr. McGlynn as heretofore. I recog- 
nize the authority of no man in my business matters. 
I am not prepared to admit that the phrase, ‘In all 
things,’ in the decree is to hav its widest interpreta- 
tion. That would simply put a newspaper at the 
mercy of every ruler of a diocese. No council has 
the right to devise laws for the regulation of my 
business conduct. Independent of the McGlynn 
matter, I would not be willing to submit inall things 
to ecclesiastical authority.” 

This is brave talk for a slave, and indicates his 
intention of shattering his shackles. But can he 
do it? Archbishop Corrigan may not be able to 
imprison Mr. O’Loughlin for his contumacy, nor 
pi his type or destroy his presses, but he can forbid 
all Catholics, under penalty of excommunication, to 
read the Catholic Herald, and that would just as ef- 
fectually suppress the paper’s influence. He can tell 
the Herald advertisers of Catholic furniture and 
books that if they do not withdraw their favors from 
Mr. O’Loughlin’s journal, no church in the diocese 
shall purchase a penny's worth of goods from them, 
and this would hurt Mr. O'Loughlin in the tender 
point of his pocket. We do not see how, under 


present circumstances, Dr. McGlynn’s friend can suc- 
cessfully contest the rule of Mr. Corrigan. He talks 
very bravely, indeed, but the proof of the pudding is 


in the eating. 
— 9-4-99——————— 


Who is the Deceiver? 5 

In Tut Trurs Szrkrz of April 2d we quoted the 
opinion of Mayor Hewitt, given to the reporter of & 
daily paper, that the museums of this city would 
soon be open on Sundays. “At the meeting of the 
trustees,” said Mr. Hewitt, "there was a large pre- 
ponderance of opinion in favor of opening the mu- 
seums, but the trustees want to know where the 
money is to come from. No action was taken, as 
there was none to take, but I think it is certain now 
that as soon as arrangements can be made the mu- 
seums will be opened Sundays." 

Tuesday, the 19th instant, at Albany, Assembly- 
man Langbien’s bill, giving the museums $20,000 
annually on condition that the buildings were 
opened on Sundays, was taken up, and opposed by 
Assemblyman Platt, on behalf of the trustees, who 
said that they did not want the money on these 
terms. This is substantially the same bill which 
passed the Assembly last year, and was defeated by 
the influence of the trustees in the Senate. Notwith- 
standing Mr. Platt’s opposition, the bill was ordered 
to a third reading. 

Who has been telling falsehoods in this matter? 
We cannot think it is Mayor Hewitt, but if the trus- 
tees assured him that they were in favor of Sunday 
opening of the museums, and then wrote to Albany 
asking Mr. Platt to oppose the bill in their behalf, 
their course is far from honorable. They will win 
more respect by pigheadedly adhering to their relig- 
ious objections than by resorting to tricks to keep 
the doors shut. 

It is very probable that the bill will pass the 
Assembly, but, judging from its fate in the Senate 
last year, its progress through that body is attended 
with danger. The victory which we presaged is still 


afar off. 
eor 


The Last Word. 


Were it not that the subjects discussed are of great 
public interest, of importance to all advocates of 
freedom, and very essential to Freethinkers—inas- 
much as they of all men should keep the goal of 
absolute and impartial justice ever in view—we should 
print the two following letters without a word of 
comment. The first, from Mr. Foss, reveals an un- 
flattering fact to us—that the gentleman has not 
carefully read Taz TRUTH SEEKER: ; 

** DANSVILLE, N. Y., April 9, 1887. 

** EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER : My subscription to your paper ex- 
pired Jan. 1, 1887. Ihav been considering whether it was 
best to renew my subscription or not. The only reason for 
any hesitation on my part is the attitude of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER on the questions of Anarchy and Socialism. I donot 
deny the right of any man to free speech, or his right to ad- 
vocate Anarchy or any other doctrin at all times and places. 
But when the direct result of such advocacy is bloodshed and 
murder, or crime of any kind, then the advocate should be 
held responsible. Neither do I deny your right to hold views 
different from mine on this subject, but I do not care to lend 
my support to any paper holding such views. So longa 
time, however, has elapsed since my subscription expired, 


that I inclose $1.50 to renew for six months. 


** Yours truly, B. G. Foss." 

Our friend does not like the “attitude of Tux 
Truru SreKER on the question of Anarchy and Social- 
ism.” But Mr. Foss is evidently opposed to those 
two philosophies, and why he should write thus 
passes our comprehension. Whenever we hav dis- 
cussed. Anarchy, we hav opposed it, and the Anarch- 
ists of the country recognize us as their opponent. 
The same may be said of Socialism. We forget just 
how many times we hav said this, but if he had read 
Tur Trure Serger, Mr. Foss would not hav written 
to us that he “did not care to lend my support to 
any paper holding " the views of the Anarchists. 

Again. Mr. Foss would punish the advocacy of 
anything when such advocacy leads. to murder and 
bloodshed, or crime of any kind. September 25, 
1886, we printed these words: “If the traitor who 
threw the bomb that killed the policemen of Chicago 
could be found, we should advocate his punishment. 
Or if any of the condemned men had been shown to 
hav urged him to throw the bomb, then would their 
conviction hav been just.” January 22, 1887, we 
said: “ The Editor of Tur Truta Srexrr has stated 
in the clearest way possible that he is not an Anarch-. 
ist. He has devoted time and space to showing why 
the Anarchistic philosophy is all wrong. He has 
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said that if these men [the Chicago Anarchists] had 
been fairly and convincingly convicted of murder, 
they should meet the penalty.” We hav also said, 
in so many words, that we do not believe in Social- 
ism nor in Communism. 

- Yet Mr. Foss does not take the same view of An- 


archy and Socialism that we do, and hesitates about: 


taking the paper because of our published opinions! 
We wonder what his opinions are upon these sub- 
jects. 

What we hav said in the foregoing will apply to a 
good portion of the following: 


“Sır: You hav not on your books a more thorough Free- 
thinker than I hav been all my life, and most of the time I 
hav stood alone in the fight with superstition and intolerance. 
I will add that I am patriotic, and it grieves me to see the 
leading Freethought paper of the country throwing its influ- 
ence in favor of Anarchy. When, about a ‘year ago, I com- 
menced taking your paper, I took special pains to put them 


into circulation with all who would read them. But after. 


those Chicago riots they would say to me, ‘Do you takea 
paper that advocates Anarchy ? which I would at first deny. 
They would say, ‘ But it does—at least indirectly,’ and I was 
' forced finally to admit that it did and does. Iam ashamed to 
recommend & paper that apologizes for men who labor, 
directly or indirectly, to destroy the best government on 
earth, and almost everything else of good to men they avow 
itand try to practice it too. It is the worst thing possible 
that could happen, in my opinion, and they are the worst 
class possible, take their own word for it. They are vipers 
that we hav warmed to life to sting us to death for our liber- 
ality and kindness in this land of the free and home of the 
oppressed of all nations. "Talk of impudence or lunacy ! 

* I know that you deny it and say that you are not an An- 
archist; but, Mr. Editor, you might as well be as to take the 
the course you do, in assuming that the rioters in many in- 
stances were in the right, and that the officers of the law 
were in the wrong. I hold it to be the duty of all good citi- 
zens to sustain all in office in their efforts to enforce the laws 
and to punish disturbers of the peace, for they are supposed 
to represent and act for the people, and they do come as 
near to it as we hav been able to get. We might as well hav 
no law and no officers if they are not to be sustained. The 
Copperheads during the war took & similar course, calledthe 
soldiers ‘ Lincoln’s hirelings, and did what they could to 
hinder the Union cause indirectly. All that I hav talked 
with (a great many) on the subject, and whether Christians 
or Infidels, all agree that the tone of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
when it has anything to say on the subject, is always to 
pettifog their cause (the cause of crime); andin doing so 
you disgrace all Liberals. And the most of the articles you 
publish from correspondents on the (I think at one time it 
was as many as two-thirds of them) subject of Anarchy were 
Anarchical. Do the majority of your correspondents hold 
such views, or do loyal articles—the law and order articles— 
go into the waste basket? ‘You, of course, hav a right to. 
I only tell of the straws that show which way the wind 
blows. I would like to know what the majority of your 

. subscribers think on the subject. 

** You say, in defense of your position as to the Chicago 
Anarchists, that your information comes from reliable 
sources, and mention Mr. E. A. Stevens as one, and add that 
if it had not been for him the Liberal societies there, one and 
all, would hav gone over to the Anarchists. Well, that is 
saying something for him, but not much for the intelligence 
or loyalty of Chicago Freethinkers! It looks as if about all 
of your correspondents in Chicago and Milwaukee were of 
that class, as their writings show. Even Mr. S. P. Putnam 
says, in his letter from Chicago, ‘that they (the Anarchists) 
seem not to hav had a fair trial.’ 
ing in E. A. Stevens's company, which might account for it, 
though in the letter to the Znvestigator he does not seem to 
be so sure of it. ` 

“ So much has been said on the subject of those riot trials 
that I wrote to an old friend in Chicago, who is well known 
as an Infidel and & prominent lawyer, for his opinion. He 
says, ‘I gave close attention to the evidence and rulings of 
the court, all of which were printed from day to day, and my 
judgment is that those men were fairly tried and rightfully 
convicted, and that the safety of the people requires that the 
sentence of the court be carried out. And further on he 
says, ‘I believe them to be.morally as well as legally respon- 
sible. I believe those are the views of the intelligent and 

' order-loving people of this city.’ i 

‘Mr. Editor, you are seriously damaging our cause, and ' 
on the whole you are not losing subscribers by it, you are 
trading off good citizens for the criminal class. You might 
as well say that none of a party of railroad wreckers should 
be hanged because the one of the lot could not be identified 
that drew the spike or moved the rail by which the train was 
wrecked. Or that eminent Anarchist, Geronimo; perhaps 
none of his murders could be proved on him, and yet he is 
held a prisoner contrary to law, you may say, by a tyranni- 


cal government—at least it don’t say by what law it holds | 


him. I think it proper and right for you to occasionally put 
in an able article on the wrong side of all questions, but 
when you put in more than half the matter on the subject, 
editorials and all, on the wrong side, I think it can be said 
with truth that you are siding with the enemies of good gov- 
ernment. 

“ And now, Mr. Editor, I hav said some unpleasant things, 
but Iama member of Tux Truru SEEKER family, and in 
families they think they hav a right to talk plain; that is my 
excuse on account of my interest in it." I hav said, or written 
rather, all I shall on the subject of Anarchy, and will now talk 
of the.good things, I consider W. Heston a brilliant suc- 


But then he speaks of be- |- 


cess, so are Putnam, Remsburg, Reynolds, and, generally, 
John Peck. Your editorial about Beecher was first-rate, my 
opinion of the man on most points. 

** T will send in the money for & renewal before the time ex- 
pires, and expect to send with it à new subscriber. I would 
like to get a great deal of the literature you hav for sale, but 
Florida is under a cloud at present, and money too scarce. 
With no oranges to sell for one year and a half from now, 
the prospect is not flattering. 

“ Hoping you may see the error of. your ways, and refrain 
from a course seeming to encourage wrong-doing, 

“I remain, Yours truly, N. S. Hazen.” 


When Mr. Hazen says that Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
throws its influence in favor or Anarchy, or that it 
directly or indirectly advocates that impracticable 
philosophy, or that we seek to destroy the govern. 
ment, he says what he cannot prove. January 22, 
1887, we made this proposition to a Western gentle- 
man who had said substantially the same thing that 
Mr. Hazen now repeats: “ We will pay him one hun- 
dred dollars for every editorial he can find in Tue 
Trura SxrekER advocating the destruction of either 
law, order, or society.” The same proposition is 
made to Mr. Hazen, for we are getting a little im- 
patient with those good folks who make charges that 
they do not offer to prove. 

. Mr. Hazen's opinion of the Anarchists is not flat- 
tering to those men, but as it is probably drawn from 
long and intimate knowledge of theni we cannot, 
from insufficiency of evidential experience, deny its 
justness. Every Anarchist in the country may, for 
all we care, be a viper walking around on the point 
of his tail; it has nothing to do with the case at pres- 
ent. But this “land of the free and home of the 
oppressed of all nations” talk is the spread-eagle 
buncombe of the country crossroads Fourth of July 
orator. Well-informed people do not talk that way 
at present, because they remember the slaves of the 
sunny South, and the thousands of unemployed and 
starving white men now tramping the country or 
sleeping in the station houses of the cities. Our law- 


‘making forces do many righteous acts, and many 


infamous deéds. We would never support an officer 
in doing wrong, and the penitentiaries of the country 
afford positiv evidence that the people of the country 
agree with us. j 

That the Anarchists had a fair trial (which is the 
only point really in dispute between the Editor of 
Tar Terura Seeker and his critics) Mr. Hazen brings 
the opinion of a Chicago lawyer. Let us see. Take 
the case of Mr. Neebe, for instance, who was sen- 
tenced to fifteen years’ imprisonment. The only 
proved connection between him and the Anarchists 
was that some time, several years ago, he owned 
stock in the Arbeiter Zeitung. He was not at the 
Haymarket meeting at all. Neither was Schwab, 
who was sentenced to be hanged. And there is no 
pretense from any one that any of the convicted men 
threw the bomb which killed Policeman Deegan and 
others. If a trial, resulting as that did, when such 
facts are undisputed, is a fair trial, then we want the 
definition of an unfair trial. 

In Florida, for whose laws Mr. Hazen has, of 
course, infinit and unbounded respect, it is a mis- 
demeanor to follow any pursuit on Sunday. Sup- 
posing some Christian asserted that he had seen Mr. 
Hazen cultivating his orange field on that day, and 
the grand jury should indict the Infidel. When Mr. 
Hazen goes to court he proves that he was miles 
away from his home on Sunday, and could not possi- 
bly be guilty. “ Well" says the Christian, “some 
one was working on your place, and as you are known 
to be an Infidel, and to sympathize with men when 
arrested for Sabbath breaking, and as you own the 
orange grove, it doesn’t make much difference ; we will 
punish you for your sympathy with Sabbath-breakers, 
anyway:” And supposing the court accepts that 
view of the case, and fines Mr. Hazen fifty dollars as 
it legally could, would he think he had had a fair 
trial? and would he ever after cheerfully support 
“all in office in their efforts to enforce the laws and 
to punish disturbers of the peace?” If he would, he 
deserves to be a slave to Sunday laws forever. 

In the communications we hav printed upon the 
Chicago affair, we hav been as impartial as the num- 
ber of manuscripts sent us would allow. We hav not 
suppressed opinions adverse to our own, neither hav 
we sought supporters. The proportion of communi- 
cations pro and con cn this subject, noted by Mr. 
Hazen, indicate how Freethinkers stand. 

And lastly, we deny that we can injure the cause 
of liberty of opinion by advocating liberty of opinion. 


To us it is most amazing how Freethinkers, who are! 


persecuted in many states, arrested and indicted be- 
cause they express their honest opinions, can advo- 
eate the suppression by law of anybody's else opin- 
ion. Such men, it seems, advocate liberty when lib- 
erty is going their way, but when it conflicts with 
their notions, they clamor for the constable to sup- 
press that treasonable fellow who disagrees with 
them. Christians are just as cocksure that Freethink- 
ers are vipers that they hav warmed to life to sting 
them to death for their liberality as Mr. Hazen is 
that the Anarchists are. The Boonton Christians 
say, for instance, that the reason they arrested Mr. 
Reynolds was because he drew a crowd to his tent 
and disturbed the peace, besides insulting the Lord. 
Of course this is not so—for they arrested him for 
uttering heresy—but it is very easy to justify tyranny 
when the victim disagrees with us. 

AxoNG the events of the week was the presentation to Dr. 
Curran, by the teachers and ex-teachers of St. Stephen's 
church, of a beautiful golden chalice, set with rubies and 
diamonds. St. Stephen’s parish contains more starving, 
squalid Catholics to the square rod than any other piece of 
land in this country. 


—49—1$9—9-— 

We hav heard a great deal of talk lately about the Catholic 
chureh being the shield of society against the discontent of 
the workers. But it seems that the Romish church, like St. 
Paul, is all things to all men, and shows different sides in 
different countries. It will surprisea good many to learn that 
Krupp, the great gun-maker of Germany, thinks it necessary 
to forbid his thousands of workmen to read two Catholic 
papers published in his neighborhood, the Rhenisch Westfal- 
ische Volksfreund and the ssener Volks Zeitung. In his cir- 
cular Herr Krupp says he considers the papers dangerous to 
peaceful relations between employers and their work people, 
and prohibits all of his employees living in his dwellingsfrom 
either keeping on hand or reading them. His oversecrs are 
directed to see that the ukase is carried out. It will strike 
an American that Mr. Krupp is rather exceeding his rightful 
province as an employer, and playing the part of a despicable 
tyrant. His employees are men, not slaves, and we hope 


that every one of them will read both papers. 
oem 
Uxpzm the auspices of the Home Missionary Society of the 


Methodist church, Mrs. A. F. Newman recently delivered a 
lecture on the ** Evils and Treason of Mormonism” in this 
city. She said she had spent ten years in studying Mormon- 
ism in the polygamous homes and institutions of Utah. 
* Mormon Sunday-school books and catechism are so bad," 
she said, “that I would be arrested for sending them 
through the mails, yet immorality from these books is taught 
to innocent children, and the books daily read in homes and 
churches." This is about the same language Freethinkers 
use regarding the Jewish Bible and Christian worship from 
it. And inasmuch as the Mormon Bible is borrowed of the 
Jewish book, and is much the more decent of the two, we 
cannot but thiuk Freethinkers are better justified in their 
charges than Mrs. Newman. The Sunday-school paper pub- 
lished for Mormon children is thoroughly religious, and one 
has to be familiar with the craft to detect the difference be- 
tween it and the Christian Sunday-school papers. Mrs. 


Newman, we fear, is prejudiced. 
——— e — —— ——— 


As previously noted, the Romish church has been gra- 
ciously pleased to award its approval to the Knights of Labor 
providing they do not accept certain social theories now 
widely advertised and accepted. Of this approval, Mr. Bu- 
chanan, one of the promineut Knights of Chicago, said: 
*t There is no need to deny that the tendency of the organi- 
zation is toward the doctrins of Henry George. Our consti- 
tution shows & pronounced bend in that direction. That 
accounts for the extremely qualifying nature of this papal 
indorsement. The ideas of George giv the motiv power to 
the instrument that will eventually ruin the church of Rome. 
These ideas deny the right of the church to the immense 
proprietorship of land which it has always wielded. In their 
hearts the papal authorities hate the Knights as they hated 
the Covenanters, and this feeble indorsement is merely an 
affair of expediency. It has a string fastened to it, and the 
string will be pulled the instant that it becomes plain that 
George and Dr. McGlynn are to continue in the ascendency. 
The church needs us more than we need it.” As Mr. Bu- 
chanan is a Catholic, these words are promising. 


1 

Tum Rev. Myron W. Reed is talked of as successor to 
Henry Ward Beecher in Plymouth pulpit. Mr. Reed was a 
college mate, in the theological seminary, of the secretary of 
the American Secular Union, and is at present the most pop- 
ular and brilliant preacher in Denver. When Mr. Putnam 
visited that city last summer, he described his whilom friend 
as a first-class heretic, preaching humanity and reform in 
this world, and possessed of too little theology to swear by. 
Reed likes to tell this joke on himself: When preaching in 
Indianapolis a few years ago, he took atrip to Michigan to 
fish and hunt. He made the acquaintance of several lay sin- 
ners, and his actions and conversations never revealed that 
he belonged to the cloth. When he left, he invited his new- 
found friends to call upon him if they visited Indianapolis. 


-This they soon did, and inquired for ** a lawyer by the name 


of Myron Reed.” ‘Don’t know one,” they were told. 
* Don't know Myron Reed?” they rejoined. ‘‘ He said any 
one in Indianapolis could tell us where he lived.” “Oh, 
Myron Reed! Hesa preacher." ‘‘ A preacher!" exclaimed 
the Michiganders; “why, we thought he was a gentleman." 
** Reed is doing glorious work where he is," wrote Mr. Put- 
nam, ‘‘but I believe he will do bigger work in the future." 
Perhaps Putnam's prophecy meant Plymouth pulpit. 


2892. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER APRIL 30, 1887. 


Letters from. friends. — 


: Mount Jaoxson, VA., April 4, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: Your notice to me informing me that my 
subscription to' your paper will soon expire is received. I 
herewith send you my check. for $8 to renew my subscrip- 
tion. I do not know what I would do if I should be.de- 
prived of the regular weekly visits of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
which has been a constant friend and companion since 1878. 

With best wishes I am sincerely your friend, L. WALTERS. 


STANLEY, Iowa, April.8, 1887. 
Mr. EpiToR : I take this opportunity to drop you a line for 
the purpose of informing you of our organization. We com- 
pleted on the seventh of this month the organization of the 
Fayette County Secular Society, and elected our officers as 
follows: President, John 8. Brewer, of West Union; vice- 
president, James F. Smith, of West Union; recording secre- 
tary, E. D. Godfrey, of Maynard ; corresponding. secretary, 
G. Hennage, of West Union; treasurer, Wm. Redfield, of 
Stanley ; committee, Daniel Davis, of Fayette; Alexander 
Risk, of Stanley ; A. C. Smith, of West Union; S. T. Barns, 

of Maynard; Joseph Patterson, of Brainard. 
Wm. REDFIELD. 


Dx Leron, Ia., March 30, 1887. 
Mz. Eprrog: Mr. S. P. Putnam has given us three lectures 
in all. After his last two we organized a Secular Union with 
twenty-one members, a number of them ladies. We had 
regular meetings until the weather was too bad for our elder 
laborers to attend. Since then we hav been aiding literary 
societies, and a glorious good time we hav had. Wehava 
great variety of exercises, and discussed most every question. 
We hav some good talent, and on the whole we feel there 
has been progress made and in keeping with the time iu 
which weliv. 'The question has been sprung in our county 
papers concerning teaching Bible in public schools, and one 
lady teacher admitted it was not a school book, and that she 
had just as good a right to teach Paine or Ingersoll in school 
as Bible, and many of our prominent citizens hav .expressed 
themselvs in a similar manner. I amof the opinion the 
Bible should be confined to the church and Sunday-school, 

and let those teach it in their homes that wish to. 
Jonny W. Lona. . 


New York, N. Y., April 11, 1887. 

Mr. Enrror: In your last issue, of the 9th inst., I noticed 
an article from the great Robert G. Ingersoll about the Rev. 
Dr. McGlynn and the Catholic church, which every honest 
man of toil should read. If that article should reach the 
strictest orthodox Catholic, it would open his eyes ; it would 
lead him to see how inhuman the church is, what oppressiv 
means she uses against the laboring class that is supporting 
her. 

Men! Men! when will you begin to see light? When will 
you learn to know that your fellow-being is not selected by 
God as your superior ? And that the popes, the bishops, and 
archbishops (with two red caps or three white ones) are 
a fraud? The religious doctrins are only kept up by those 
whom you support and whom you nurse with your honest 
perspiration. To vote for whom you please, to act as a 
good citizen, and to lecture for a good cause is against the 
disciplin of the church. To follow the Corrigans, the 
Crokers, etc., is not against the disciplin of the church be- 
cause it is “ Tammany,” you know. 

Again, I wish to call your attention to an article from 
Quebec—which I read in this morning’s paper—that an en- 
cyclical letter was read in the Catholic churches of Canada 
to-day suspending the condemnation of the Knights of Labor 
until the pope’ shall hav fully investigated the order and 
passed final judgment upon it. ‘* What fool these mortals 
be!” "^ B. W. Gorpowskx. 


: Hanwiong, Mass., March 26, 287. 

Mr. Eprrog: Please find inclosed $1.50, for which send 
Tux Trota SEEKER for six months to inclosed address. We 
are told by the church people that we can do nothing of our- 
selvs. ''God must do it all.” Why doesn't he do it, then? 
If he is waiting to be gracious, and is desirous that we should 
be saved, who is to blame but himself for not saving us? If 
he can make us all good and happy, and won't do it, he 
ought to be ashamed of himself. "They tell us we must pray, 
and pray in faith, for his blessings. What courage hav we 
to pray when Christians hav been praying. sixteen hundred 
years, and never had a prayer answered yet? They must 
hav cheek in an eminent degree. But what sort of a God is 
he that needs to be coaxed to bless us? If I had the power 
that they say he has, I would not want coaxing to do the 
right thing. I'd put things to rights instanter, and put the 
devil on his good behavior at once. 

But, there! how can we expect the stream to rise higher 
than the fountain? No more is it reasonable to think that 
people will make their gods better than themselvs. 

Iam not an alarmist, but I know but too well how glad 
ecclesiastics would be to put the yoke upon our necks, the 
ring in our noses, and march us into their ranks, or to the 
stake. Superstition is the same yesterday, to-day, and for- 
ever, and would bear the same fruit. We may hav our dif- 
ferences in minor matters, but must unite our efforts against 
our common enemy, until the earth is rid of its dreadful in- 
fluence. ‘“ Without the shedding of blood there is no remis- 
sion of sin.” Of course not; and without a hell Christianity 
wouldn’t be attractiv at all. Leta minister giv out that he 
don't believe in hell, and something is the matter at once. As 
the story goes, an orthodox woman and a restorationist got 
into a dispute upon religion, the woman accusing him of not 
believing in hell. ‘‘Ob, I believe in hell for awhile, after 
which we are restored." ‘‘ Well," says the woman, ‘‘ that's 


better than no hell at all.” Christians are like Zachary Tay- 
lor—*' giv 'em [the Mexicans] hell ! said he, and the soldiers 
were fired up anew to the conflict. 

Well, Eugene, you are young, and in an influential posi- 
lion, and are surrounded, as it were, by a brilliant galaxy of 
contributors, who are splendid helpers; but let me tell you, 
you will hav your hands full to clean out the state of its cor- 
ruption, and the church of its superstition. But it is only a 
question of time (the mills of the gods grind slowly), and I 
bid you goodspeed. B. F. ROBBINS. 


: San BERNARDINO, CAL., April 12, 1887. 
Mr. Eprron: Hark, from the tombs no doleful sound! 
Why, Dr. J. L. York, the pioneer of the Pacific coast, is here 
blowing the bugle-horn of Freethought, free speech, freedom, 
equal rights for man, woman, children; everybody—rich, 
poor, black, any color—the measure of the stature is mind, 
physical and mental culture, rounded by reason. His steel 
hammer blows tingle and will awake the dear souls who 
hear. Our Opera House has been packed for two nights, 


March 20th and 22d. The first night: ‘‘ Evolution vs. Crea-- 


tion” was handled in a masterly, scholarly, and not to say 
scientific manner would: fail to tell the truth. The next 
night the subject was ‘‘ Individuality,” the packed house was 
held at times silent, anon bursting with applause as the 
sallies of pathos, wit, facts, and logic came from our esteemed 
and gifted orator. 

The doctor goes East about the 1st of May on a lecture 
tour, and we of this coast bespeak for him an ovation as a 
hero of no small fame—red-hot from the Australian colonies 
—loaded, primed, ready for the fray. He blows his own 
trumpet, pays his bills, and you go away from his lectures a 
richer, braver, better man, woman, or child. Friends along 


the line should see to it and not let him pass..by unheard. . 


If fifty miles away and the news comes that Dr. York is 
coming, pack up and be off. There is only one York, and 
you cannot afford to miss hearing him. "The doctor will not 
rest until he brings up at Paine Memorial Hall, Boston. 

N. Wootsry. 


Reapine, Kax., April 2, 287. 

Mr. Epitor: Tue TRUTH SEEKER is the welcome torch of 
freedom. It is the Bennett electric light of the nineteenth 
century. 

I listened to Moody at Emporia, Kan., two years ago. He 
said that Infidels and skeptics made fun of Jonah and the 
whale story, but a true Christian will not doubt any of the 
Bible, and if it said that Jonah had swallowed the whale, he 
would believe it to be so. . 

Could not the readers of Tug 'TRuTE SEEKER and Liberals 
in Emporia and vicinity club together and get Brother Rems- 
burg, or Putnam on his return trip from the West, to stir up 
ihe old snake? I will contribute my mite. I hav labored 
hard to keep its slime from our public school here. The 
board hired an orthodox teacher, and he holds a religious 
service each morning at the expense of Jew and gentile, 
orthodox and heterodox. 

My little girl of eleven years asked me one evening if there 
was a man by the name of Elijah taken up to heaven ina 
whirlwind. She said the teacher was reading about him and 
another man, and she wanted to know if it was a Kansas cy- 
clone he went up in. I told her to ask her teacher. 

I told the board that I objected to having such stuff rubbed. 
into my child, but they said that they had to abide by the 
will of the majority. 


Valley Falls must be the Rome of Kansas, with the su-. 


preme court as pontiff. 
The picture of March 26th is an exact one of the Methodist 
Episcopal church house of Reading. 


I cannot do without your paper, so inclosed find a remit-: 


tance. I hav tried to increase its circulation, and will send 
you a few names. W. O. Daviss. 


Bznrm, N. J., April 5, 1887. 

Friznp MaopoNaLD: I cannot tell you how glad I was to 
see your cartoon, ** The Methodist Conference,” in your issue 
of April 9th. It is capital! true to life—a picture in which 
the reverend drones can see themselvs as all really rational], 
thoughtful people see them, and ought to shame them out of 
the pulpit into some useful employment. It is so true to life 
that it ought to be posted up everywhere, in highways and 


byways, that all might see it. "Two or three years ago three’ 


or four hundred Methodist bishops and priests held a great 
conference in Philadelphia. A city priest welcomed them to 
the city, and the priest who replied to him warned the peo- 


ple that they had come thither to occupy all the soft beds and- 
eat all the good food and luxuries the city could furnish. 


Very different from their master, who could make a dinner 
of raw corn ashe passed through the field after preaching, 


and never asked for soft beds or luxuries. But they worked: 


their way into private families, two or more in a place, and 
the women went to work with a will to giv them soft beds 
and the ‘‘ fat of the land ;” and after they had waited on the 
dead-beats nearly four weeks, the question came up in the 
conference whether women should be licensed to exhort 
or preach, and was voted down; thus deciding to keep wo- 
men a while longer on a level with idiots, according to the 
commands of St. Paul, who for eighteen hundred years has 
cursed women more than any other man that ever lived. 
Women, as one of our cartoons represents, are the main 
supporters of the church. They are very nice to prepare 
soft beds and serve good food and luxuries for the indolent 
frauds; very nice to work slippers and make fancy morning- 
gowns for them; nice to get up fairs, feasts, festivals, and 
fancy shows, and beg to raise money for them, but when it 
comes to competing with the drones in the pulpit they must 
be kept down amongidiots. They hav wit enough to know 
that wowen hav to work cheaper than men, and as any fool 
brought up in the church can repeat the old -pulpit stories 


about an angry God, death, hell, and the devil—that no one 


knows anything about—they know that if women get to 
preaching their own occupation will be gone. 

What a pity it is that women hav been so erroneously taught 
as to think it a duty to work for the reverend frauds!.. Go 


on with the pictures! They cannot fail of doing good, . 


Thousands of churchmen will glance at a picture who would 
not read à line in your paper; and a glance at the pictures 


will set them to thinking, and thought, like leaven hid in ~ 


dough, will finally leaven the whole lump, or open their eyes 


to the truth. All who take your paper ought to show the: - 


pictures to their pious neighbors. J. HAOKER. 


Farmixeton, O., March 27, 1887. 

Mr. Epitor: Mrs Lydia L. Curtis, my wifé. and for some 
years a subscriber for Tug Truru SzErer, died at De Funiak 
Springs, Fla., Feb. 24, 1837. She had been in poor health 
for some years, and went South in thé hope of an improve- 
ment of health, but it was too late. 

Though a Spiritualist she was not a bigot. She read THE 
TRUTH SEEKER with much interest, feeling that its work in 
showing the false claims of the church was of great service 
to the people. - Š 2 

. Some of our personal friends who aré mediums allege 
they hav seen and talked with her. 
change. She is not weighted down with that enfeebled 


She is joyous in the- . 


body. She explained the mystery to us of going off to die ` 


alone. She was very impressible herself, so we wondered 


and even faulted the spirits that they did not impress her to. 


stay at home. She said they influenced her to go, that she 
could not stay long in the body anyway: If she stayed in 
her home, where everything was impregnated with her life- 
forces, and surrounded with her family and friends, she 
would be held by these influences till of very feebleness of 


| body and spirit she could stay no longer. She. would be 


much enfeebled in spirit, requiring time and treatment on 
the other side to recuperate. By going away she could slip 


off with comparativ ease, and be much better off as a spirit.’ - 


To many of the noble men and women working in the Lib: 
eral cause, this will seem to be idle vaporing, but I firmly 


believe they will find there is more to us than the breath in ^ 


our nostrils; that there is no death, only change, and they 

will be able to work for the good of humanity, embodied an 

disembodied, after the change called death. à 
E. F. Curts. 


BRATTLEBORO, Vr., March 81, 1887. 
Mr. EprroR: As a subscriber and admirer of Tax TRUTH 
SEEKER, I wish to say a few words concerning it. ; 
Since I began taking the paper, nearly two years ago, I 
hav found it impossible to do without it, and rather than giv 


it up now would pay double the price charged for it ; in fact, 
to me it is “worth a farm," as the saying goes. The car. . 


toons especially are certainly an important and essential 
feature of the paper, and are doing good work in showing to 
the masses how inconsistent is the Christian plan of salvation 
with the law of reason and common sense. Mr. Heston de- 
serves much credit for his studiousness in so correctly illus- 
trating the absurdities of Bible Christianity, so-called, and it 


is only fair to say that he is entitled to his share of praise in - 
helping to make THE Trora SEEKER a warranted success, To - 


deny that the effect is beneficial, as well as influential, is to 
repudiate the truth, for I know from my own personal ex- 


perience that since you began the illustrations the paper has . 


been sought for more than ever before by my Christian 
friends, and the anxiety they manifest each week to see the 
‘t pictures " is frequently quite amusing. The new subscriber 
I sent you last week was induced to take the paper because 
of its being so graphically illustrated, and he, no doubt, will 
giv it a wide circulation among his acquaintances, thereby 
lending his aid in spreading the gospel of humanity. 

Only this week a minister said to me that one-half of the 


Congregational churches were going to hell, which simply : 
confirms what Robert G. Ingersoll said a few years ago, that : 


orthodoxy is dying. Well, let it die. It is of no earthly use’: 


to anyone but ministers and politicians, and perhaps now and : 


then some man with more of an eye to business than any- 


thing else. Men with minds of their own, and who are pos- : 


sessed with sound and practical ideas, do not require it. But - 
there is one thing we must not forget, and that is that while : 


orthodoxy is dying, Catholicism is not. We can never hope 
to see universal freedom of thought established so long asa 
vestige of superstition remains, whether Catholic or Protest- 


ant. The rising generation, however, is improving some- - 


what in regard to independence of. character, so far as relig- 
ious matters are concerned, as is evinced by them in their 
determination to resent any interference of church authority 
in anything pertaining to amusements, such as dancing, 
card-playing. aud so forth. ` 

One town in this county, not far from here, as an example, 
has had a series of dancing-schools the past winter, attended 


principally by church-members, and the several ministers 


were so disturbed by such wicked proccedings that one of 


them could not sleep nights. He expostulated, but in vain, 
for they insisted on dancing, and did dance, much to the 


reverend's discomfiture. To offset their departure from the ` 


paths of righteousness, and to counteract the evil influence 


engendered thereby, a revival is now talked of. Butit won't 


work, because people are getting so they don’t take any 
Stock in them whatever. . Another town, adjoining the 
one referred to, has lately dismissed its pastor, who was of 
the old school theology, for the reason that he believed every- 
body but himself and a few near relativs were destined ‘for 
hell. "That was more than his congregation could stand, 


hence his departure for other and more congenial fields to ` 
labor in. Man made all the gods, heavens, hells, and bibles : 
ever invented, and through fear of that greatest of all hum- ' 


bugs, hell, man has domineered over, tyrannized, bulldozed, 


threatened, tortured, and murdered his: fellow-creatures ‘for ‘ 
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ages. Since man abolished the infernal place, he has lost his 
.grip on the people, as each succeeding year demonstrates. 
The light is breaking. Let the good work go on, and may 
you, Mr. Editor, and your able corps of assistants, liv long 
enough to see the end of all priestcraft and superstition, is 
the sincere wish of, Yours truly, A. L.F. 


WannENSBUnGH, N. Y., April 12, 1887. 

Mr. Eprrog: Inclosed find $1, which please use as direct- 
ed. Iam pleased to read the ‘‘ Letters from Friends,” and 
also the letters from the children to Miss Wixon; pleased to 
think that the young 'and rising generation may progress 
high above the degradation and superstition of the church; 
that they may not wallow in the mire and dirt for sixty years, 
as I hav, and pay insurance against the orthodox hell. .I am 


not the only one among the many of Tae TRUTH SEEKER. 


readers that has traveled the same dark and narrow way. If 
I were, I should feel chagrined to hav anyone know it. I 
owe my salvation to Tne Truru SEEKER, for snatching me 
from that eternal sheol. I feel now that I am out of the 
darkness of superstition, and I see the bright light that has 
always been hid under the clergy’s cloak. This town is next 
to Boonton, N. J. Last September Mr J. T. Brown came 
here with me from the convention at White Sulphur Springs, 
and I engaged the hall for the lecture on Wednesday, ihe 15th. 
Well, on that evcning the hall was well filled—about ‘one 
hundred, nearly all young people. The subject: was, ** Mod- 


ern Infidelity,” and when the lecture was about half through, 


the young ladies begau to leave, and the young men, and 


they went into the street and commenced to yell and. hoot, : 


go that we could not hear what the speaker said, and: soon 
began to throw dirt and gravel, which broke up the lecture. 
The most of the young people were "Catholics, who came for 
that purpose, aud said that if he was there the next evening 
they would, hav tarred and feathered him. So, my dear 
readers, you can see the hot bed that Iam in. May TuE 
Trora SEEKER float over this nation till orthodoxy shall go 
to oblivion. . Wa. Wiroox. 
Wasmineton, D. C., April 3, 1887. 
Mr. Eprron: Cardinal Manning, in his letter on the 


Knights of Labor, says: ** Hitherto the world has been gov- |. 


Henceforth the holy see will hav to deal 


erned by dynasties. 
The more clearly and fully this is per- 


with the people. 
ceived, the stronger Rome will be." 
p'e or America ought to bc to his holiness, the pope, to take 
the place of dynasties, and so deal with the people as.to 
strengthen Rome! What a glorious end of this great repub- 
lic—& mere prop to strengthen Rome! How hav the mighty 
fallen! 

I see another bishop writes that the church cannot agree 
to abet Henry George, because he advocates theft; he wants 
to steal the land; and yet they support the Irish, who are 


making the same demand. Why is this? Because they can. 


harass a Protestant nation by advocating in Ireland what they 
condemn in America. We all know that all nations that hav 
been enslaved. hav been first deprived of the land, either by 
the sword or by some more ingenious way of getting posses- 
sion of it, for instance, giving it to corporations, or selling it 
to syndicates. Why, all the land in Europe has been stolen 


from the rightful owners, the people, and by that means they 


hav enslaved the many to the few. Who ‘advocates theft but 
the church and the tyrants they support? Henry George 
wants the land restored to the people, the rightful owners, 
and I suppose he wants those who use it to pay a fair rent 
for the privilege. He would bav no exemption, not even if 
it was covered over with churches. One‘of the greatest evils 
now is the exemption of church property from taxation. 
Why should the whole people be made to pay the taxes for 
the churches? It is.the grossest of tyranny, as it looks to 
me. J. Downes. 


Lexineron, Ky., April 2, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: A writer for your paper remarks that women 
wish to “love passionately.” 
themselvs to the causc of reform— no one cares whether by 
reason or love, so they are successful. But to be constantly 
casting jewels into the sea will do no good. I propose that 
the subject of prison reform be agitated by them at once. 
Shall not a portion of the convicts’ wages be reserved for 
their future use in some place where they can use it to ad- 
vahtage? Or shall they be cast upon the world with five 
dollars? 

Also, let those not satistied with the feeble suggestions of 
women organize an Infidel tract society. "Keep these sub- 
jects before the people, and in a few months something bet- 
ter than criticism can be accomplished. How mortified I 
feel, nearly every day, to hav five or six tracts handed me by 
Christians, when I hav nothing to offer in return! 

Nextly, as the Catholics expect to canonize a new saint, 
Sir Thomas More, let us remember how piously said More, 
three hundred years-ago, dragged James Bainham, an ‘honest 
lawyer, for hig opinions, into his coal-cellar, where he was 
chained to a post and lashed. The bishop of London kindly 
repeated this ceremony. More then caused this miserable 
man to be racked in the holy tower of London, and lastly 
burnt at Smithfield. Such demonstrations would giv a 
charming luster to piety, even in this degenerate age. 


As to the cartoons, they burst upon us like the thunders. 


-of an apocalypse! They tell us, in powerful tones, what has 
been, what might hav been, what wil be. Alas for the Bel- 
shazzars who bebold their power departing! How their 

- knees knock together with fear! How they compromise! 

Modern Jews reject the follies to which their ancestors 
clung. In their papers we find the remark, '' Worship- 
ing God injures the nervous system; the mind is diseased 
which is guilty of this act.” Then think of the vile scum of 

a corrupt ancient book pasted over the brains of the '' peo- 

ple” of the United States; its silly doctrins descanted upon 


How thankful the peo-. 


Such critics should ‘devote’ 


every Sabbath by men who certainly do not mean a word 
they say. Cicero would hav regarded with loathing a peo- 
ple who preferred St. Paul and Isaiah and Jeremiah to Ep- 
ictetus and Marcus Aurelius. We know, then, the condition 
of our literature. It is palsied by this and other errors, and 
it is diseased, languishing, stifled, cowardly, corrupt, sniv- 
eling, apologizing to ‘the most disgusting of human beings, 
flattering the most ignorant of the clergy. How can a 
manly literature exist in such an age, noted chiefly for its 
priest-ridden, shoe-wiping people, devoid of all nobleness 
and independence, the lust of mammon being the strongest 
incentiv to action? 

And then the foolish women, who allow clergymen to 
whine over their children and teach them what they know to 
be lies, but hav not the courage to say so! Some remark 
that an American. poem has never been written. But you 
know what & beauty it would be—brimful of flattery, false- 
hood, deception; incapable of & robust philosophy; plenti- 
fully flavored with the filthy, decayed scraps and refuse 
which the modern Jew has cast from him with loathing and 
contempt. - 

This being Lent, I attended church, and was duly informed 
that God isslow to anger. I supposc he has heard of the 
new probation scheme, and is cooling off a part of sheol for 


. the reception of persons who Would hav been devout if they 


had enjoyed. the chance. And think what a pleasure is in 
store for them! They will soon know all about Jonah, and 
Samson, and others like them. The people of India do not 


seem *' dispoged ? that way, as Mrs. Gamp remarked. 


Pericles remarked that “ the post of honor was generally 
that of danger.” Of the two, I would rather flatter and 
praise an Anarchist than a greedy monopolist, for without 


‘such fiery hearts the very name of freedom would be a mock- 


ery and byword upon the earth. Tremble not if palaces 
crumble and the ruins of a false civilization lie thick around 
you. .So the lovely light of virtue is not extinguished, the 
full sunshine of hope is blazing upon the home of the patriot 
and honest man. ÁLHAZA. 


Kent, Os10, March 29, 1887. 
Mr. EprroR: A few years ago your subscriber brought 
the first TRUTH Sezker to Kent. And after a time, by dint 


„of much perseverance and persuasion, I succeeded in getting 


afew, subscribers, and bought a lot of Truth Seeker tracts 
and pamphlets, including ‘‘ The Bible Abridged,” ** Crimes 
of Preachers,”-Bennett’s ** Open Letter to Jesus Christ,” etc., 
many of which hav long since gone the way of Michael Ser- 
vetus—bu* of course the average Christian ‘will not know 
what that means, so I will simply say for his information 
that they fell into the hands of Christians and they burnt 
them up for Christ's sake, just the same as that saint, John 
Calvin, burnt Servetus. Well, after awhile we organized & 
Secular Society and a Library Association, and purchased a 
small library of you. And right here I will say that Helen 


Gardener's ** Men, Women, and Gods” and Graves’s “ Six- 


teen Crucified Saviors” are in great demand, and we will 
hav to hav some extra copies to accommodate the friends. 
Our library is producing a wonderful revolution in thought, 
and its membership is daily increasing. I need not tell you 
how Taz TRUTH SEEKER is progressing. The simple fact 
that our secretary has sent you a list of over fifty subscribers 
and the money for the same yesterday will speak for itself. 
Itell you, Friend Macdonald, a club of that size is not got 
without some work. The highway of Freethought, like Jor- 
dan, is a hard road to travel. It is not strewn with flowers, 
as many suppose. The secretary and myself in tramping 
over the country soliciting TRuTR SEEKER subscribers, and 
members to our society and library, meet with many a rebuff 


“and insult, but when we contemplate and realize how much 


our labors lessen the sum of human misery and increase the 
sum of human happiness in this world, we feel as though we 
were amply remunerated. 

_ And right here let me say that the greatest obstacle we 
meet with in working for your paper is the opposition of the 
women. We meet every day with good, whole-souled, Lib- 
eral men, who would be glad to take the paper if it were not 
for the opposition of their wives; they are so afraid it will 
ruin aud demoralize their children. They are given free 
license to rummage among the filth and nastiness of the 
Bible, but when the Trura SEEKER agent. appears in the 
family and makes his business known, the loving wife 
throws her arms around her husband's neck and kisses him, 
and, with tears streaming down her face, says: ‘‘ For heav- 
en’s sake, husband, please don’t bring that paper in the house 
and blight our lives and wreck our future happiness by 
bringing our boys to the gallows and our girls to a life of 
shame!. Please. don't! I beseech you by all the love you 
bear me and our dear children, please don't let them see 
those naughty pictures. That is a dear, good man!" And 
of course that settles it, for no man could resist such an ap- 
peal as that; and your agent, seeing that his little game is 
up, and feeling that he is treading on sacred ground, quietly 
makes his exit and leaves this couple in the full enjoyment 
of their second honeymoon. Brother. Remsburg hit the nail 
on the head when he said the priests run the women and the 
women run the churches. The mainstay and bulwark of the 
churches to-day are the women, and to overcome and remove 
this great obstacle in the way of Liberalism and human pro- 
gression we must depend in a great measure on the help of 
women, &s women authors and women lecturers can, and do, 
for obvious reasons, effect much more in this direction than 
the men possibly can. Hence I wish to urge upon Liberals 
everywhere the importance of keeping our lady lecturers 
employed. 'The brave band of women who, at home or in 
tbe field, are, with their self-sacrificing spirit, devoting the 
best years of their lives to this cause are deserving of and 


should receive every.possible encouragement. 


.. The books written for children by those noble women, 


Mrs. Slenker and Miss Wixon, are worth their welght in 
gold, and should find their way into every home in the land. 
They &re worth more than all the Sunday-school books ever 
written, and Miss Wixon's little lessons in the children's de- 
partment are worth more than all the Sunday-school lessons 
that ever were taught. And the names of this noble band of 
women, like. the name of the immortal Paine, will become 
household words, and their portraits will adorn the homes of 
millions long after Bibles hav become a thing of the pastand 
every priest of to-day will hav moldered into dust and been 
forgotten. 

Friend Macdonald, I set out to s&y something about the 
works of our society and the obstacles we are encountering 
in the way of opposition from bigoted priests and editors, 


but I wil hav to defer that until another time, as I hav. 


already written enough to fill your waste-basket. We ex- 
pect to be able to send you some more subscriptions soon. 
Mr. Watts will be with us on the 5th and 6th of April, and 
we expect Mrs. Reynolds and Mr. Washburn soon. C. Fan- 
nie Allyn spoke to us March 27th on ** The Past, Present, 
and Future of Woman." Miss Allyn is truly a wonderful 
little woman, and her heart is in the right place. In a letter 
from her she said that in her’ twenty years’ work she had 
never allowed a mattcr of dollars and cents to stand in the 
way of doing good. That is the right spirit. 
Yours truly, B. F. Conaway. 


BRADFORD, Pa., April 8, 1887. 

My Dear Friexp Brooxs: I hav read and reread your 
reasons for believing in Spiritualism. In regard to its phi- 
losophy and theory it is all very well, and, considering our 
education, very natural. 

We all. wish to liv again and perpetuate our identity; we 
all dread to think that after death we will be lost in nature. 
But likes. and dislikes prove nothing, and our imagination 
throws no light upon the question. What we want is facts. 

I find no satisfaction in the orthodox scheme of salvation 
and a future life. Better hav no heaven than to hav a hell. 
If death ends in one long eternal sleep, it is a thousand times 
better than eternal pain. The fact that thousands of good 
men and women hav believed in it is in no way satisfactory 
to me. Such has been the case with all the religions and 
isms the world has ever known, 

I do not wish to circumscribe any science or phenomena 
known to the world, but when I look around me and see 
that everything in the universe dies, I hav a right to suppose 
and believe that it is a final death. One life and one identity 
is the law of our nature. 

You must draw hard upon your imagination if you think 
that after death you will liv in ghost form, and float around 
through space, or sit with folded hands in heaven. Iam too 
much of an evolutionist for that. 

We agree that all that is is natural; then the only question 
for us to settle is, Can a person liv after he is dead ? 

Time and space being valuable in this communication, I 
will omit hearsay evidence, frauds, exposures, and my own 
personal experience. From the tenor of your letter I judge 
you rely upon materialization to support your faith, as you 
refer to one, * Miss Fairchild, of Boston, producing from 
fifty to one hundred spirit forms in the presence of a score of 
disinterested spectators.” 

Now, Mr. Brooks, if that is a fact, it can be done again 
and the question or truth of Spiritualism settled forever. 

We hav in the United States, besides Miss Fairchild, one 


thousand materializing mediums, one thousand clairvoyants, 
oue thousand clairaudiants, hundreds of slate-writers, and. 


Indian controls to numerous to mention. 

I do not question your right, or ability, to know more 
about spirits than I do, but I do wish to hav some such 
spirit knowledge imparted to me, and verified in a scientific 
way: 

I believe the world has been wofully humhuged in regard 
to orthodox religion, and that the whole story of supposed 
revelation is a big fraud upon the human race. 

I will be frank with you and tell you that I think that 
Spiritualism is an outgrowth of religion and creeds, and both 
are born of ignorance and superstition. 

The time will soon come when the orthodox God, devil, 
hell, gospel-craft and spookcraft of cvery description will 
hav to take their place with the superstitions of the world. 

For the benefit of yourself and humanity, I will giv one 
hundred dollars to any medium that will come to Bradford 
and materialize spirits, or produce evidence of spirit return, 
to the satisfaction of three scientific man—one to be selected 
by you, one by me, and they to select the third one. 

Mediums ought to feel it their duty to accept this proposi- 
tion. They arc traveling all over the world asking for jobs 
at One and two dollars a head; now they hav a chance to 
earn one hundred dollars, and convert an Infidel Materialist. 
If they report in favor of Spiritualism, I shall consider the 
money well invested. If not, it will cost you nothing, and 
you will find out for the first time in your life that you hav 
been nursing a delusion. 


I had the pleasure of meeting D. M. Bennett at Watkins. 


Glen the last year of his life, “and just after his journey 
around the world. I did not understand from him then that 
he was a Spiritualist, but he did assure me that ‘‘ the world 
had been humbuged by every kind of religion." 

John, we had better not stop now to discuss belicf. If you 
find a medium that will accept my offer, perhaps Benneit, 
and hosts of others, will materialize, and all questions will be 
settled at once. Let us try and be happy while we hav an 
earthly existence, for very soon we will grow weary and fall 
to sleep in nature's arms, and help to make up the elemental 
wealth of the world. Don't allow your mediums to put you 
off, tell them as the orthodox do us, « Procrastination is the 
thief of time.” Select your referce, and name the day you 
will put in an appearance, and I will be prepared to meet 
you. - Always for truth, C. J. Curtis. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


. “ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Look Forward. 


What thongh our home, our old country home, 
Where we used in our childhood to play, friends, 
Now that our sun near setting has come, 
Long ago went the road to decay, friends? 


Then from the future we borrowed our joys, 
Now our thoughts to the past are returning, 

Dream we of days when, fondling our toys, 
Hope's fire freshly kindled was burning. 


Life is too short to fill with regret, - 

To mourn over what cannot be mended ; 
Doing our best with what we hav yet, 

Let our acts with more wisdom be blended. 


Not all in vain our living appears, 
Though we've reached not that wherefor we've 
striven, 
Reap we the fruit of ripening years, 
While our last days the best we are given. 
JOHN PRESCOTT GUILD. 
— eo 


Virginia’s Visit. 

Virginia was born far inland on the shore 
of the Great Salt Lake, and in the shadow of 
the precipitous Wahsatch mountains. There 
she grew up within the walls of the famous 
Lion House, dreaming of oceans of real sea 
water, and oceans of real pleasure, some day 
when Time should make her contemplated 
visit to California a reality. And now since 
the time has come, she is here in all her phys- 
ical and mental attraction, to the joy of her- 
self and others. Everything, including the 
people, is strange to her, but, as might be ex- 
pected, she is in love with our country, the 
climate, and the sea as she follows its beach 
to gather mosses, or sees it from her home on 
the mesa above the little picturesque city of 
Santa Barbara, with its five thousand inhab- 
itants, ** mostly fools," as some writer wrote. 
From her chamber window she looks out 
over the endless expanse of blue waters with 
a delight not confined to those who hav spent 
their childhood in its daily optical survey, 
and whose infant ears knew no separation 
from its roar. She has not yet witnessed its 
grandeur under the Jash of a tempest, but 

. from the elevation that adds to its fascination 
she looks out over the undulated liquid space 
and longs to spread her imaginary wings 
&nd mingle with the white gulls circling 
between the two skies. ‘‘Oh dear!" says 
my romantic friend, “I’m so impatient! 
Will the flying-machine man never finish 
his task? I want to navigate independent 
of gravity. Am I never to become an angel 
either by real or by artificial means? Next 
to being a real angel, I long to bea bird—one 
of those mysterious sea-birds using the ave- 
nues of the air in activ hours and the ocean’s 
surface as its couch of rest.” 

Santa Barbara she thinks is ‘‘ just lovely,” 
with its flower gardens, vinyards, orchards, 
giant eucalyptus-trees, acacias, palms, lemon, 
orange, and the favorit shade trees; the pep- 
pers, which, with. their cataracts of bright 
green fern-leaf foliage, and waxy, pink orna- 
mented clusters of berries, are the delight of 
all strangers. 

Virginia says she has now realized a few of 
the great desires of her life. She has seen 
the cowled monk in the flesh, without which 
she may never meet him. She has sat 
through the mummeries of vespers in one of 
the old mission churches, and enjoyed the 
novelty of watching the Franciscan friars in 
their foreign worship. She has been rocked 
to sleep on the broad bosom of the Pacific 
Ocean, and, by the way, she says, too, it 
wasn't as pacific as it might hav leen; but 
she didn't care much, as another triumph 
was added—that of the sublime sea having 
touched her stomach as well as her heart. 
She has tricked a solitary fish from the un- 
known depths, which I tell her was real 
naughty, since the god that made all must, 
too, hav meant for fishes to be free in their 
desire for life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness. With me she has, too, bathed in 
the waters that at the other side of the “ tub” 
lave the shores of our moon-faced and almond- 
eyed Asiatic sister at the antipodes. 

Virginia wished she could hav given some 
of her Utah friends, and the circle of the 
Children’s Corner, some of the delicious figs 
that were ripe in her uncle’s orchard in over- 
abundance in their season. As she couldn't, 
she is gathering sea-ferns that are as fine as 


lace and in delicate colors for future distribu- 
tion among her correspondents. Of these 
ferns has been written : 

“Mermaids are prodigal, I ween— - 

Their laces on the beach are seen. 

Carelessly tossed from coral door, 

The tide soon sweeps them to the shore. 

Economy they'd need to learn 

If out on land their bread they'd earn. 

Why don't they keep some “ catch-all” bags, 

For silks and lace and other rags ? 


Santa Barbara, Cal. DAGMAR MARIAGER. 
to — — —— 
Ralph’s Reward. 

“I won't do it,” cried Ralph Morton, when 
his mother asked him to stay at home with 
her, as they lived some distance from the 
village; and off went the naughty boy, regard- 
less of his mother's pleading. Ralph was 
very disobedient, and oftimes when vexed 
he would treat his mother very cruelly. 
Ralph hurried off to join in the game of ball 
in the pasture. While he was playing he fell 
and sprained his ankle severely. He was 
carried home by the boys and placed in bed, 
where he was confined forsome time. When 
Ralph was entirely recovered he told his 
mother in many words that he would obey 
her in the future. The mother listened to 
the statement, although he had made so many 
such promises that she could hardly believe 
him. But the next day, however, Ralph had 
an opportunity. His mother went to town 
and left him entirely alone. Ralph at once 
set to work carrying wood, water, and doing 
anything he could find to do which would be 
beneficial to his mother, nor did he stop even 
for an instant. 

Mrs. Morton had returned, and a surprise 
was in store for Ralph—she had brought him 
a new suit of clothes, books, and toys, and, 
as he expressed it, a *' regular Christmas-tree.” 

Ralph was highly pleased with his reward, 
and throughout his life he never forgot how 
well it pays to obey his parents, and that a 
boy's best friend is his mother. 

Franx V. DRAPER. 


Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—REBUS. 


What travelers tell us. 
2.—AN APOSTROPHE TO GOD. 

** Unlooked for good luck," you may depend, 
Without changing a letter, 
Means something better— 

That is, the deity's end. 

And thus would I apostrophize 

That awful monarch of the skies ; 

Would aim just where I've set the mark 

In death to place him stiff and stark. 

J. K. P. B. 


8. —AOROSTIO AND ANAGRAM. 


, Arrangethe initials of the names of thc ob- 
jects surrounding the inner picture so as to 
make how the cat appears. : 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'8 OORNER 
APRIL 16, 1887. 
1.-Strausburg. 
2.-Butterflies open as hinges do. 
8.- 
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4. 
In peace one tunes the shepherd's reed, 
In war he mounts the warrior's steed; 
In halls of gay attire is seen ; 

In hamlets dances on the green. 

5.- D—astar—d. 


Correspondence. 


AXTELL, KAN., April 10, 1887. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write & letter for the Children's Corner. 
Father takes Tux ''eurH SEEKER. I like the 
‘pictures and the Corner. I am nine years 
old. I hava brother, Starr, four years old. 
I hav a sister four months old, named Daisy 
Belle. We hav five calves. School com- 
menced last Monday. I read, write, spell, 
and study arithmetic. I like to study and 
learn. Cousin Charlie lived with us two 
years. I want to make as good a school- 
teacher as he is. This is all for this time. 
JUDGE MERRITT MINER. 
San FRANors00, March 12, 1887. 
Dear Miss Wixon: This is my first at- 
tempt to write a letter. I’ve been reading in 
the Children's Corner. Mrs. Hansson takes 
Tur Trora SEEKER. She is my music- 
teacher, and I often visit her. I am nearly 
ten years of age, and hav been going to school 
three months, and stopped for the winter. I 
hav one brother and two sisters. My mother 
is sick in bed to-day. My mother does not 
like me to read Tue Truta SEEKER, but I 
read it anyway, and look at the pictures, 
which I admire very much. I am writing 
this at Mrs. Hansson's house. I will close 
for this time. Iam ever your friend, 
FrokEeNoE May SMITA. 
Lisson, Iowa, April 11, 1887. 
Dzar Miss Wixon: Since I hav seen so 
many girls and boys writing to the Corner, I 
thought I would write too. Iam going to 
School now, read in the Fourth Reader, and 
study grammar, arithmetic, spelling, physiol- 
ogy,and geography. My teacher’s name is Mat- 
tie Alexander. I like her very well: Weare 
the only Freethinkers in the county. My 
sister’s and our school commenced two weeks 
ago. I read the Corner every week, and like 
it very well. My brother wrote not long ago, 
and I think it is my turn now. I will be ten 
on the fourth of December. It will be sum- 
mer soon. It is quite warm now. I guess 
my letter is too long, so I will close for this 
time. I would like to be with you, and we 
could talk better. 
From your Freethinker friend, 
M. E. SAILOR. 


CROMWELL, IA., April 12, 1887. 

Dzar Miss Wixow: I hav written once to 
the Children's Corner, and seeing it in print I 
concluded I would write again. I hav just 
finished reading '* Apples of Gold” and 
“Story Hour," and like them very mach. I 
think little Susie must hav been handsome 
from the looks of her pictmre; and I would 
like to hav seen her. hav a little sister 
three years old whom we call Edna, and my 
brother is sixteen in May —his name is George. 
We liv on a farm one mile from town. There 
are two churches here, the Methodist and 
Congregational. I do not go to church. I 
hav not been there for almost & year, but I 
do go to school. 

Our school celebrated Washington's birth- 
day in the Methodist church on the twenty- 
second. I had a declamation, subject, ‘To 
the Priests, Greeting." The church-members 
thought their church would be haunted fora 
year. 

The next day of school one of the girls 
asked me if I wasn’t ashamed to speak such 
a piece in the church, and I told her, '* No, 
nof abit." You hav a good many correspond- 
ents so I will close my letter. 

From your little Freethinker friend, 

i Minniz M. GEER. 

. Sours BosqUz, Texas, April 7, 287. 

Drar Miss Wixon: Again I attempt to 
enter the grand old Corner, with much fear 
of that basket. I am still trying to convert 
my orthodox friends to Liberalism. I can’t 
do much except scatter Liberal papers, but 
that I do with the greatest of pleasure. And 
I hav had the pleasure of seeing a good many 
picked up and put in pockets with great care. 
Freethought is spreading rapidly in this 
country. The orthodox hav made almost an 
entire failure with their Holy Ghost books.. 
One year here generally does for the minis- 
ters. They leave without the love of Christ 
over their flock. 

Father keeps '* Modern Balaam " tacked on 
the wall for his orthodox friends to look at. 
I hav had some tell me if they were in my 
place they would tear it down and burn it. I 
told them I liked to look atit too well to de- 
stroy it. They just frown on me and drop 
the subject. We all like the pictures, and 
say, ‘‘ Hurrah for Watson Heston!” The 
orthodox say, ‘‘ Wait until the day of judg- 
ment comes, and then see the Infidels on 
their knees sending up thousands of prayers!" 
“ But," they say, ''it will be too late for 
them. They will be forever lost.” Isuppose 
they wiil need all the room they can get, and 
let the Infidels take care of themselvs. 

Ilike the story written by J. R. Perry— 
“ My Neighbors Dog.” Itisatrue story. I 
hav known a few just such cases as that of 
old Carlo—old fathers and mothers driven 
from their homes by their own sons and 
daughters to beg orstarve, while their chil- 
dren made use of their hard earnings. 

Mr. J. D. Shaw, of Waco, is traveling and 
lecturing; I hope he will convert a good 
many to Liberalism. Everybody likes him 
and thinks him a good man, except a few or- 
thodox people, that fight hard against Infidel- 
ity, but they are not so scary of Freethinkers 
as they used to be. They seem to be more 
willing to giv them their rights, 


With much love to the Corner, I will close, 
hoping, if this is thought worth its room, to 
see itin print. I remain 

Your young friend, 
ELEANOR Morris PARKS. 


REDUCED TO $1.00. 
THE STORY HOUR. 
A Book for Children and Youth. 
BY MISS SUSAN H. WIXON. 

Over a hundred fine illustrations. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER 
DEATH IMPROBABLE. 
By L. R. SMITH. 


Price, 10 cents. 


Pamphlet, 32pp., 12mo, - 


Published and for sale by : 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


HISTORY 


OF THE 


INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 
Revised Edition—2.vols—Price, $$ 
Address THB TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled, Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Chnreh and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
Church and the Republic. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture: Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars of 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery ; Polygamy ; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy: Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads; Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Bun ar Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
abb ath during the Middle Ages: The Puritan 
abbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers; 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 2 cents; six copies, $1.00. 
Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the sto 
of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead. 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- | 
dicates hs name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Choive extracts from “Common Sense,” 
“ American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine's 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing & handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 centa. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts, 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 


delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers! Convention, January 29, 1884, Price, 
10 cents. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


VOLTAIRE S ROMANCES 


CONTENTS : 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.—Zadig 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—-The Princes. 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowns. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas.— 
The World as it, Goes.—The Black and the White 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato's Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid paper. With 65 
engravings. Price, cloth, beveled boards, $2.00. 
Half calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


PAINE’S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli: - 
cal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


tt The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, cunt Bix copies fo’ 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 


ration.” 
` Price, 35 cents, 


For either of these works, or any of Paine? 
writings, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


OALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
CANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. i 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
COLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
: IDAHO. 
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KANSAS. 
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i MAINE. 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
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Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
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A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
S. D. Moore. Adrian. Box 465. 
Chas. Sach, 188 S. Division St., Grand Rapids. 
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MONTANA. 
O. B. Whitford, Butte City. 
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. Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
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N. Hexter, 308 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. 

B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr. J. H. Rhodes, 315 North 10th st., Phila. 
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UTAH.: 
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Robt. G. Ingersoll’s 
OPENING SPHHCH TO THE JURY 
in the suit of the 
Bankers’ and Merchants’ 
graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 


So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that TuE TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


SPIRITUALISM 
| Sustained 


By the Bible. 


BY COL. JOHN R. KELSO. 
CONTENTS: 
SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE BIBLE. 


SPIRITUALISM SUSTAINED BY THE OHRIS- 
TIAN OHUROH. 
SPIRITUALISM A NECESSITY IN GOD'8 GEN- 
| ERAL GOVERNMENT. 
SPIRITUAL MEDIUMSHIP. 
OBJECTIONS TO SPIRITUALISM ANSWERED. 


Like all TuE TRUTH SEEKER's publications, the 
mechanical execution of the work is all that could 
be desired. Good paper, clear type—in short, a 
neat little volume. 

The primary object of the work, as its title indi- 
cates, is to sustain Spiritualism, but the absurdi- 
ties of the Christian religion, and the abomina- 
tions of the old Jew book, get a terrible shaking 
up. The book contains much to interest every 
intelligent reader. . . Colonel Kelso has done 
much acceptable work in the cause of Freethought 
and Liberalism all over the land. Send for his 
new book—read it—put it into the hands of every 
Christian; it will teach him that the way of the 
fool is foolishness. Every Liberal who reads it 
will certainly find his “Spiritual” strength re- 
newed.—Joun Prox. 

Bouna a cloth, 245 pp., price $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
tf 33 Olinton Place, New York. 
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LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
BY W. 8. BELL. 
“Iam very much pleased with 1t, and I wish the 


eventy thousand ministers of this country were 
obliged to purchase the pamphlet and read every 
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BUY ONLY 
Good Goods at Lowest Prices. 


The following area few of my leaders, all of 
which are latest improved, best make, solid coin 
silver, open face or hunting, American Stem-winc 
watches, and guaranteed strictly as representec 
or cash refunded : 2 ounce case, 7 jewels, $10 ; € 
ounce, $11 ; 4 ounce, $12. With 11 jeweled move- 
ments, $12.50, $13.50, $14.50; 5 ounce, $16; 6 ounce, 
$17.50. Wath full (15) jeweled movement, pat. reg- 
ulator, $16, $17. $18, $19.50. 6 ounce, $21; adjusted 
to heat and cold, add, $4, being only $25 for this 
magnificent, 6 ounce, full jeweled, adjusted watch. 
usually sold for $35 to $40. The following are ali 
best 14 karat gold filled gold watches, cases ele- 
gant and latest Style, and guaranteed by special 
certificate from factory and myself for 20 years : 
7 jewels. $24.50; 11 jewels, $97; 15 jewels, $30. Ad- 
justed, $34, cheap at $40 and practically as good as 
any $100 watch a lifetime. Ladies’ watches, same 
best quality cases : 7 jewels, $20 ; 11 jewels, $22 ; 15 
Jewels. $28. In good 2d quality filled cases, $2 to 
$5 less. Ladies’ 14k. solid gold watches, $30, $32, $38. 
Heavier gold cases in embossed, chased, enam- 
eled, Louis XIV. style, diamond ornamentations 
etc., $5 to $50 extra. Gents’ 14 k. solid gold 
watches, from $45 up. Swiss watches, to close out, 
very low. Theabove all guaranteed below bottom 
prices elsewhere er cash refunded. Ali are care- 
fully inspected before sending, warranted for one 
year, and sent prepaid if ou line of American Ex. 
office, Sundries: Best rolled gold plated chains 
and charms for ladies or gents, $2, $3, $4, $5, usual- 
ly sold for $3 $4, $5, to $7. Jewelry, latest styles, 
full line, 25 per cent below regular prices, Best 
epectacles in the world, $4. Genuin pebbles, $2. 
Sent prepaid in case. Eye-glasses, same price. 
(Send hne of finest print you can read distinctly 
without glasses and state how many inches from 
eyes, and I can suit you first time.) Good razor, 
$1, Best in the world—a luxury—i2. Extra fine 
Strops, 50 cents. Set best violin strings, 50 cents. 
For guitar, 75 cents. 3 Ludwig barmonicas, 50 
cents. Best achiomatic opera glasses, $4, $5 ; in 
pearl, $8 to $12. Large field glasses, $8,910. Sig 
nal service, $12, Watches cleaned, $1. Springs 
$1. Jewels, $1. And returned free. Best work 
Try me. OTTO WETTSTEIN, 

i Rochelle, Ill. 

Designer and patentee of New Freethought Badge 
in pins and charms, 2 sizes, solid gold, enameled 
in 4 colors, and most beautiful badge ever de- 
signed. Small, $2, $2.75, $3 50. Large, $3 to $5; 
with genuin diamond, $8, $10; aud charms up to 
$15. Demand daily increasing. Agents wanted. 


ROMANIS™M, 


On 


DANGER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


_— 


Prios, - . > 40 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


BLASPHEMY 


—AND— 


THE BIBLE. 


Showing that the Bible and the believers in 
are the real blasphemers, and not the Secu 
larists. 

Thie is the pamphlet for the distribution 
which Mr. Reynolds is now indicted, and to b 


TRIED FOR BLASPHEMY 
May 3d. 


Price, 10 Cents: 6 for 50 cents; 13 for $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


S. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Oriticisms o 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, à New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts, 
** A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day.”— Jonn 
Swinton’s Paper. 

Golden Throne, a Romance. “The 
author certainly has genius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. The books filled with 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcriptof a manly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "—INGERSOLL. $1. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein itis 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. . 

Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured ferth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty."—Dmn. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 
Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 35 cents. 

Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 
other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 

Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 
version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 


Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 


cents. 
li of the above address 
For all of tie TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


ublished at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
sna Eduard Howland, Editors; J. M. Pryse and J 
M. Burgler. Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 
rise.the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa and generally 
5 the practical solution of the problem of Integral 
Co-operation. Price, $1 a year; 50 cents for six 
months: 25 cents for three months 
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Parson Pomeroy’s Preachin’. 
HE MARRIED HER TO SEVEN MEN! 
From Pomeroy's Democrat, 

Beloved Bible-Bangers: The rain falleth 
upon the jvst as well as upon the unjust, if 
they do not know enough to go in when it 
rains. Then they take cold, sneeze, gape, 
hav too much stuffing in the head and too 
much fever and agony in the bones and such, 
as a reward for not stepping off the track 

. when the train wants to go by. And how 
many of you know even the one-thousand- 
nine-hundred-and-sixteenth part of what the 
Big. Book called the Bible contains? 

Did you ever read of Raguel and his daugh- 
ter Sara, and get onto the great, big, double- 
breasted lesson the story teaches? The 
choir being off on a strike to-day, in order to 
giv moral support to the sausage-case mak- 
ers, you will please pass on the singing. 
Deacon Popover will turn the singing-book 
down and your parson will make it and go it 
alone on the following text, copied verbatim 
from the VII. chapter and eleventh verse of 
Tobit, videliceé : 

11. I hav given my daughter in marriage to 


. Seven men, who died that night they came in unto 


her ; nevertheless, for the present be merry. 

There were great lights in those days, as 
wrote one whose history of things was too 
good to lose and not good enough to bind, so 
they sandwiched it in as the Apocrypha. 

Tcbias had some trouble, and went away 
to find a wife. Here is where Tobias differed 
from some others who hav trouble and who 
go away to find some other man's wife, and 
split kindling-wood, kindle a fire, crack 
hickory-nuts, and sorter hang around the 
neighborhood till they get into more trouble. 
Beware! brethren and sisters, beware of the 
man who unties himself from home too ea- 
sily and of those who hold candles over their 
heads and peer out into the darkness too fre- 
quently. 

Tobias journeyed till he came to the river 
Tigris. Then he took a bath. Dearly be- 
loved, so long as there is no real scarcity of 

. water, bathe. So long as water runs toward 
your door, and the clouds giv of rain in sea- 
sonable abundance, emulate the example of 
Tobias and take & bath. Open the pores so 

- the devil in your system can get out, take a 
walk, and forget to come back. Your par- 
80n often bathes, sleeps the better, and works 
the easier for it. Selah! 

Then Tobias journeyed on to Ectabana and 
brought up at the house of Raguel, who had 
a daughter named Sara. 

O Sara, Sara ! 
And the bells they go ringing for Sara. 

Raguel was a man of renown. His Sara 
was a girl of attractions. We all know, dear 
brethren, that girls who are attractiv are ob- 
jects of attention. Your parson does not 
mean those girls who chew cheap gum and 
read novels while mother is darning their 
socks. Those girls who are brought up to 
ride a gate and hold out their lips for tobacco 
juice. Those girls who hav holes in the 
heels of their stockings, and whose hair 
smells sour for want of savon and aqua pura, 
or, in homespun dialect, plain soap and 
water. Or those girls who are so fly as to be 
flip, and so flip as to escape the flies. Or 
those girls who prefer holes to mends and 
going a-visiting at meal times rather than 
getting something at home. 

Sara was an attractiv girl. Seven men, 
from the butcher and the baker, the sinner 
and the Quaker, the snoozer and the waker, 
and likewise an undertaker, were called in, 
having been smitten, and then sent for a 
priest or other marital functionary. 

Seven times had Raguel given his daughter 
in marriage, and seven times the morning 
following had he carried out the lifeless re- 
mains of the husbands of a night. 

Imagin the feelings of that fond father! 
Imagin the patience of Sara! Imagin, if you 
will, the piles of wedding dresses and wed- 
ding cake slaughtered on these seven several 
occasions! One man went in as a husband 
and was knocked out. Another picked up a 
slate-pencil and proposed to try the multipli- 
cation table, as it were, and multiplied him- 
self to the greater population on the other 
side. The third, fourth, fifth, and sixth 
man came up smiling and went out on a 
board. Still Sara was on deck, like Hannah 
at the window, binding shoes, for years after 
her lover was lost at sea. 

Raguel may hav fretted, and worried, 
queried as be buried, but he never whimpered. 
He keptthe hinges of the front gate greased 
so the swing of the thing would not alarm 
the dog, and welcomed all who came. The 
tracks all led one way, but Raguel could not 
help it. He bought a private graveyard of 
his own and kept on filling it. 


There were | 


no such daily papers as we hav now or the 
life of Josephus in nineteen volumes. and 
an appendix would hav been a minor cate- 
chism compared to what they would hav 
dished up as salacious news for a farinaceous 
people. E 

The seventh man came. Like the man 


who walks right up to where the man who | 


died of delirium tremens received his last 
stab, he jogged on, thinking to. beat the 
game. Arrayed in the best store clothes, he 
too was married. The next morning Raguel 
kindly carried him out and left him on de- 
posit with the aged sexton. And still, Sara 
bloomed serenely. 

Oh, what patience was there! Job! well, 
Job had surface indications of being a patient 
man, but he was a novice compared to Sara. 
Why, she almost had patience enough to dis- 
cover America, build the Brooklyn bridge, 
or drive the Atlantic-Pacific Railway Tunnel. 
Sara knew what she had and that it would be 
only a question of time before all would be 
well. How your parson would like the pho- 
tograph of Sara! And the six intrepid 
braves who followed the footsteps of the first! 
Blessed are the brave ones who die a trying, 
as well as the weaker ones who try a dying. 

Tobias saw Sara, and probably heard of 
her trials. That is, if the people then were 
as now—fond of talking about what is none 
of their business, and which they cannot un- 
derstand. He went out to the Raguel ceme- 
tery, scanned the graves, took off his coat, 
spat on his hands and was married. He was 
married to Sara, and Sara was married to 
Tobias. j 

That night, we suppose, Raguel went out 
and dug another grave, and prepared his 
back for the anticipated exercise of the mor- 
Tow. : 

Now, mark you! The morrow came, as 
all morrows will if you will quietly lean back 
and giv them a chance. They will come if 
you don’t lean back, so you need not worry 
because they are not here now. Regucl came 
in from digging grave No. 8. He was one of 
those men who know that what happened 
yesterday would happen to-day! . There are 
plenty of such men in the world—descendants 


of Raguel, as there are descendants of Ananias | 


and Saphira combine. 

Raguel was one of these men who bets on 
his own family, but alas! he went too often 
this time. He told Mrs. Edna Raguel to 


send a maid to open the door so he could go | < 


in and bring out the corpse, and bring it so 
no one would know it. 

“ So the maid opened the door, and went 
in and found them both asleep. 

** And came forth, and told them that he 
was alive !? 

And they feasted fourteen days. "That was 
two days each for the seven men who tried 
to and failed. Yes, they feasted. And Sara 
had & husband and Tobias had a wife, and 
when she departed thence with her husband, 
Raguel, her father, said unto her: 

“ Honor thy father and thy mother-in-law.” 


Here we hav the divine command to honor 
the mother-in-law. And yet, you who are 
silly in your idiocy, and who indulge in cheap, 
corn-cob wit, and who hav no overplus of 
manhood, are continually berating your 
mother-in-law when, next to your wife, she is 
the best one in the family, omitting the chil- 
dren. 

Giv your mother-in-law a rest. Turn in, 
all of you, and abuse your parson, but let 
your. mother-in-law alone. She feels worse 
about it than you do. 

Again, and lastly. 

See what comes as a reward for patience. 
Sara was a good stayer. Incidental disappoint- 
ments did not put ruffling into her breast. 
She felt that she would get there in time. 
She knew all along, by & big majority, that 
the right man had not yetcome. And Tobias 
knew it. He could see and feel with all the 
feel that he felt, that because seven men had 
failed, there was no proof that the eighth 
would not get there. Do not fret. Do not 
worry. Do not go fishing simply: because 
seven other men hav failed in one undertak- 
ing. And don't you, dear brethren and 
sisters, don’t fall into the habit of digging a 
grave for your parson, or any other patient, 
persistent, pertinacious, pegging-away pil. 
grim till his candle is snuffed out so the curi- 
ous can't see him dressing for the next world. 
The man who is born to marry Sara; to ac- 
complish ; to get there and get away again in 
good shape, has been known to get there 
quite numerously. 

Tobias lived to be one hundred and twenty- 
Seven years old, which was longer than lived 
some of those who counted on his occupying 
a grave before his time. 


1 

Don't forget Tobias !. 

The choir. will please open their mouths so 
as to not mumble, and sing with a loud voice, 
the 5th verse of the 112th Psalm ; 

A good man doth his favors show, and doth to 
others lend, 


He with discretion: his affairs will guide unto the 
end. 


Now let us go home, and as we think of 
Mr. and Mrs. Raguel, and their daughter 
Sara, 

Don’t forget Tobias. 

—_— to 


Resolutions, 


Myrtle Assembly, 4,808, Knights of Labor, 
unanimously adopted the following resolu- 
tions of condolence and sympathy : 


SEATTLE. W. T., April 9. 1587. 

Resolved, That itis a just tribute to the memory 
of our deceased brother, Daniel M. Crane, a mem- 
ber of Queen City Assembly, No. 3,413, of the 
Knights of Labor, and al»o one of the organizers 
of the Liberal League of Svattle, and its president 
for over four yeara, to say that in regretting his 
removal from our midst we mourn for one.who 
was in every respect worthy of our esteem and 
affection. 

Resolved, That we sincerely eondole with the 
family of our deceased brother, who, through the 
unchangeable laws of nature, has been removed 
from our midst and gone to rest, believing that 
whatever natnre has provided for our future he 
will share with the brightest and best. . 

Resomed, That copies of this heartfelt testi- 
monial of our sympathy and sorrow be transmit- 
ted to the Dai^w Voice of the People and the New 
York TRUTH SEEKER, of which he was for many 
years a subscriber. and also to the bereaved wife 
and daughters of our deceased brother. 

J. C. Coorivag, M. W. 

H: P. Nersow, R. 8. 


Our Flag Above the Cross. 


This device is for 
paper aud envel- 
opes for Secular 
Unions and others. 


PRICES: 


Haif-note, bl'k ink: 
per quire, . .18 
Envelopes, black 
ink, per pack; .18 
Paper or envelopes 
with local ad- 
dress, 1,000, $6.00 
Half-note, 4 colors, 
Per quire, . .25 


per pack, . .25 
Paper or envelopes 
4 colors, with !o- 
cal address, per 
.1,000, . . $10.00 
Address 


`- The Truth Seeker, 


COPYRIGHTED. 


Any profit from eales will be devoted to the free 
distribution of Liberal literature. 


Highty-Acre Farm. 


I hav an eighty-acre farm for sale in south- 
western Minnesota, an unimproved prairie farm 
in Nobles counts, the south half of the northeast 
quarter of section 12 in township No. 103 of range 
42. IT owe two Liberals $300 on the tract, and will 
sell at a bargain for the sake of paying them their 
money. Address 

16 W. F. JAMIESON, Denver, Col. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 


Price 10 cents. 
Address Toe TRUTH Seeker Company. 


WHAT’S TO BE DONE? 


A NIHILISTIC ROMANCE. 


By N. G. TCHERNYCHEWSKY. With a portrait | 


of the Author. Translated by BENJ. 
R. Tucker. 


Written in. Prison. Suppr ressed by, the Czar. The 
Anthor Over Twenty Years an Exile in Sibe- 
ria. Russian Edition worth $600 a Copy. 
First American Edition Exhauste 

in Four Days. Second now 
Ready, An Elegant 
olume of 330 
ages. 
In cloth, $1; paper, 75 cents, 


'Addrona THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

WORKS OF O. B. 

Christianity a Reward for Crime. 
Authenticated by the Bible. 


WHITFORD, M.D. 


Paper; 12mo, 29 pages, - - - 10c. 

BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. - 

Paper, 12mo, 47 pages, - - -  15c. 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 25e. 


A Masonic Vindication of Right. 

A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 86 pages,  - = -« 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

28 Lafayette PI., New York. 


15c. 


Envelopes,4 colors, | 


TRY. GATT AR) 
YRX"DQUARE; 


OR, 
The Church of Practical Religion. 


BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without guperstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor. baving established 
his pu'pit, uses it to discuss all the vital questiong 
of human concern, religious, political, and ofher- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


Price. $1.00. 


GOD AND HIS BOOK. 


THE BIBLE: WHERE DID WE GET IT 
AND WHAT IS IT? 


By SALADIN, editor of the London “Secular 
Review." 
Issued i in six parts. Four parts now ready. Price 
25 cents each. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER office. 


BIBLE MY TRS 


AND THEIR 
Parallels in Other Religions. 


The object of the work 18 to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
en and explain their meaning. 

“Tt is unquestionably true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else so accessible as they are now made 
in the work before us.”—N. F., Suv, 
1vol.8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.50. 


Paine Vindicated! 


—— 

A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 
both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
—0— 


The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued it8 assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication, 


TOGETIIER WITH 
A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 
A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR.. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


“pp. Price 15 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


For sale at this office. 


Address 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 


A COMPEND or THE NATURAL Laws or IN- 
DUSTRIAL PRODUCTION AND 
ExcHANGE. 

By J. K. Ineatts, author of ** Social Wealth.’ 
Price, 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Infidel Death Beds. 


By G. W. FOOTE. 
Price, - - - - 85 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Bible Temperance 


LIQUOR DRINKING 
Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
by the Bible, 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


This is a companion book to Remsburg's ** Bible 


. Morals.” 48 pages: price 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 
28 Lafayette Piece New York. 
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Ingersolls Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods," 
* Humboldt," * Thomas Paine," ** Individual- 

.My and * Heretics and Horesies,” 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: ** The Ghosts,” “Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” ** The Declaration of In- 
dependence, "About Farming in Illinois," 
“ The Grant Banquet,” “The Kev. Alexander 
Olark," “The Past Rises before Me Like a 

, Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses, Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25. 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cta; 
plain cloth; $1.25. 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


: per, 25 cents. : 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
- . Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah S. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents, $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
ould be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makés à grand missionary document. 
Liberais should scatter it generously. 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan, ` 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

, Millions of these should be circulated. 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert.G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 


Address on the Civit Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents, 

Ingersoli's Lectures Complete. 

., Bound in one volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on * Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in halt 

: calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Bent by mail postpaid. 

Tributes. There hay been so many 

-s.applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s ‘Tribute to 

‘ is Brother,” "The Vision of War," the “Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 
“Little Harry Miller’s Grave,” that they hav 
-been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 

. minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
blé for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
to-any address, for 50cts, Or either one for 15cts. 

Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book isa gem. Itis a model in every re- 
spect.’ In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated ‘Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “ tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 

. selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
yersations of the author. The work is designed 

: for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
purpose a fine steel portrait, with autograph 

ac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 

Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and tinish, $9. 


The Busts of Voitaire, Paine, and 


Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 


2 life, price $1.50 each. Every admirer of these 
$ ' apostles of Religious Liberty should hay them. 


‘Photographs of Coionel Ingersoll. 


panel, 10xx17, $3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 
cen 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


' TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 
Oloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Offica 


W.S BSLI/S PAMPHLETS. 


The Conflict between Christianity 
and Civilization. 


. PRICE, ~- > ER Ae) a œ 15 CENTS. 
It is a stunner; concise, scholarly, and good.— 
M. E. Billings. 


. LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
|: PRICE, 15 CENTS. 


Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse, —James Parton. 
Iam much pleased with vour address, and will 
: notice it in Man.—T. D. Wakeman. 
A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. It isa very 
s paper; and deserves wide dissemination.—The 
Age. 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTS. 


The number of heads under which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which each point is dis- 

' ` cussed, should be highly commended. ‘Therefore 
‘Itake great pleasure iu recummeuding '* Anti- 
; Prohibition " vo the consideration of every person 

who is interested, not owly iu the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self government.— 
`J. J. McCabe. : 


LÀ 
Ingersoll’s Tributes. 

. REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
`- offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
` solPs at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
- printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 

nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: 
The Vision of War, 
Tribute to his Brother, 
. The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller's Grave. 

The price of these heretofore has been $1.00. We 
. offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 

THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from akage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
` 28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 
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COZITTEITTS. 


Calendar for 1887, - - & - - . 
Freethought in the United States, 1886, - 
Liberty. Address by Grover Cleveland, 

The Coming Dawn. By D. Louis Bodge, 
Freethought Abroad, - - - - - - 


Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the 
States and Territories of the United States, 


The Right to Testify. By F. M. Holland,. - 


The American Secular Union. By Samuel P. 
Putnam, - - - 2 £ 


The Parson. A Story. By Si Slokum, 
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NEW YORK: 
PUBLISHED AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, gf 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


PRICE, 25«CENTS. 


28OCIAL WEALTH, 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 


The Bole Factors and Hzract Ratios in Its| The Heathens of the Heath. A finely 


Acguirement and Apportionment. 
By J. K. INGALLS. 


CONTENTS: Economie Schools: & brief re- 
view of their Origin and Growth; Rise and 
Growth of Capitalism; Unearned Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Social Wealth; Land Own- 
ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
the Productiv Factors; Partnership and Co-op- 
eration; Law of Contracts; Money and Credit; 
Of Value or Economic Ratios; Taxation as a 
Remedy; Reforms, not Remedies; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conclusion. 

Price, Cloth, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, it is now known to be the work of W 
H. Burr, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 80,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


MEN or Bosumss Wo DID SOMETHING BESIDES 
Maxine Money. 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS, 
BY JAMES PARTON. 


This book contains 400 pages, plainly printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
Mr. Parton’s works need no commendation. They 
are standard. 
Price, - $1.25. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEK ER. 
28 Lafayette Place. Naw York 


The Secret of the East, 
OR, 
TheOrigin of the Christian Religion 
and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


— 2 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Price, $1.00. For sale at this office. 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonne 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day o 
Rest, etc. .500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents: cloth, $1.25. 


Exeter Hall. “ One of the most excit- 


ing romances of the day." Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents, 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story.. From the London edition. By 
‘Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 


30 cents. . 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. € 
this novelis its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and, are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcel prepared to ex- 
ect to find. m such a marked degree, even 
From so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks.” Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A SHOR? LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish thatthe friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 
By Geo. M. DAVENPORT, This is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 32 well-filled pages, costing only 
a quarter," but as full òf meat as an egg. Itis 
well called “practical,” for we find nothing un- 
practical in it. Hens, ducks, gese and turkeys. 
are particularly discussed and their economica 
breeding and keeping treated of. There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition to 

the poultry literature of the day. 
TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


REPLY 
TO REV. L. A. LAMBERTS 
“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.’ 
By E. W. Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priests 
Historical misstatements, 
Priec Cloth. 31: Paper, 59 Cents. 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 P.w. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write 
"The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Ear 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By WM. HENRY 
Burg. Priee,?5cents. For sale at this office, 


HUE EL's MODERN HOUSES” No. 3 
(Just Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 


A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting, j 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces for 
Constructing a model house, with plain directions 
tor putting them together. 

While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. Ítis,in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, so exact that itis useful to 


55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000). 
2 New Designs for Barns, 
1 New Design for a Chapel. x 
Drawings and descriptionof a model Kitchen 
(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 
An Article on Villa Park Associations. 


: BENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE, $1. 
Address 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASSO'N, 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 


From the German of MAX NORDAU, 


SEVENTH EDITION. 
A most powerfully written book.—Phila, Record, 
This Book is not a Book! It is a Deed and 
those who oppose it will prove that they fear it.— 
Vienna News. Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


The Bible Analyzed 


John R. Kelso, A.M. 
CONTENTS: 

The Old Testament.—The New Testament,—The 
Oreation.—The Deluge. The Exodus.—The Mira- 
cles cf the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Batan of the Bible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
tue Bible.—The God of the Bible. —The Messiah or 

‘Grow octavo, 833pn. Splendidly execute 3. Bens 
by mail. post paid. Prive. $3.00. 


SACRED MYSTERIES 
AMONG THE 
Mayas and the Quiches 11,500 
Years Ago. 


ORIGIN OF THE BIBLICAL MYTH 
By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. 
Illustrated. - - - Price, $2.50. 

For Sale at this office. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H, CARDENER, 
Introđuction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Addresa THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 60c. 


HERE AND THERE 
IN YUCATAN. 


Miscellanies by AricE D. Le PLONGEON 
Author of ** Yucatan: Its Ancient 
Palaces and Modern 
Cities.” 

Price, $1.95. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place 


^s 


THE 


Fathers of Our Republie: 
Paine, Jefferson, Washington, 


Franklin. 


A LECTURE delivered before the Tenth Aanua 
Congress of the American Secular Union, 
in Chickering Hal, New York 
November 18, 1386. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 


Price 15 cents. Addres 
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Hews of the Week. THE ORD 


Dr. MoGLYNN and his sympathizers hav 
organized an *' Anti-Poverty Society.” 


THERE were destructiv tornadoes in the 
West last week. In Kansas and Missouri 
many lives were lost and much property de- 
_ Stroyed. 


EROF CREATION, 


Discussion Between 
Gladstone, Huxley, Muiler, 
Linton, Reville. 


| On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 


CONTENTS: 
I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. By Hon. 
. E. Gladstone. 
II. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 
preters of Nature. By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 


III. Postscript to Solar Myths. By Prof. Max 
Muller. 


.IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. 


Y By Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 


VI. 


stone. By Albert Reville, D. 


Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. 


on 


This is a new book and contains the latest discus- 
i sion on the mistakes of Moses. 


participants are a guarantee of its able character. 
Price, paper; 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl..New York 


Dawn of Creation. An Answer to Mr. Glad- , 

r, Gi By Prof. T. H. 
uxley. s 

Yi. A Protest anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 


The names of the 


Gems of Thonght. : 


. Justice is a very dear article, and then one is 
very likely to be imposed upon in the quality.— 

D. M. Bennett. E S 
Tar Christians say that amongst the ancient- 
Jews, if you committed a crime you had to killa 
sheep; now they say, ‘Charge it; put it on the 
Slate." It willnot do. For every crime you com- 
mit you must answer to yourself and to the one 
youinjure. Andif you hay 


More than $11,000 has 


ever clothed another with 


been subscribed for the 


woe, as with a garment of 


Beecher monument. 


Tae Women’s  Suf- 
frage convention was 
heldin this city last week. 


Tus. trial of Jacob 
Sharp, .who furnished 
the boodle for our boodle 
aldermen, is set down for’ 
May 1ith. 

VioroRg Htveo’s will 
has been admitted to 
probate in London. He 
owned $460,000 worth of 
property in England. 

ANDREW CARNEGIE, 
millionaire and Socialist, 
was married to Miss 
Whitfield, of this city, 
last week. They hav 
gone to Europe. 


LIEUTENANT — DANEN- 
HOWER, Who commanded 
the disastrous Jeannette 
Arctic expedition, com- 
mitted suicide at An- 


napolis, Md., on the 20th. 

BEECHER» church has 
no settled pastor, and 
various aspiring preach- 


ers are practicing in its 


pulpit. Last Sunday the 
Rev. Mr. Smith, a young 
Methodist from St. Paul, 
Minn., spread himself 
before a small congrega- 
tion. 


Tux Pinkerton special policeman who dur- 
ing the coalhandlers’ strike shot and killed 
young Hogan, is indicted for manslaughter. 


Aut the silversmiths of New- York who 
belong to the Knights of Labor are locked 
out by their employers, who will not take 
them back until they leave the order. 


Tue London Times has published a letter 
purporting to hav been written by Parnell 
condoning the murder of Burke and Caven- 
dish in Phenix Park. Parnell declares the 
letter à forgery. . 


Tar editor of the Omaha Bee was recently 
hit in the face and knocked down by the 
editor of the Republican, of the same place, 
who hit him with a billy. The assailant is 
under $6,000 bail. The trouble grew out of 
matter which appeared in the Bee. 


Tae bill for the total prohibition of the 
liquor traffic in New Foundland was defeated 
in the assembly of that colony. The vote 
was so close that the speaker cast the decisiv 
ballot. The advocates of the bill are confi- 
dent that it will be carried at the next session. 


Taz Vatican, in answer to inquiries as to 
whether the pope was in favor of having & 
reconciliation with Italy on the basis of re- 
nunciation of the papal claims to temporal 
power of the pope, says that the pope desires 
peace with Italy, but has never thought of 
abandoning the rights of church or papacy. 


Governor Hitt of New York sent a mes- 
sage to the Senate at Albany one day last 
week. It wasarebuke of the way the Senate 
had acted in neglecting to confirm his ap- 
pointments, and the clerk of the Senate, being 
& Republican, refused to receive it. 'The 
message was thereupon read by Lieut.-Gov. 
Jones, but the senators kept up such & howl- 
ing that none of it could be heard. The 
scene is characterized as the most disgraceful 
ever enacted in the New York legislature. 


THE excise law was enforced in this city 
last Sunday, and some of the saloons were 
actually closed. Delmonico’s and the big ho- 
tels were raided, and none but guests could 
procure liquor. Across the Hudson in New 
Jersey, which has the same Sunday law as 
New York, the saloons were wide open, and 
many citizens of New York went over there 
and came back roaring drunk.. Shopkeepers 
were arrested if they offered anything to sell. 
It is the general belief that Mayor Hewitt's 
object in enforcing the Sunday law is to make 
its objectionable features more apparent, and 
thus raise a demand for more reasonable leg- 
islation. 


Odds and Gnds. 


ELLA WHEELER WiLCOX says that she loves the 
bustle in a large city. It does look rather ridicu- 
lous in the country, that’s a fact. 


A MAN worth ten million dollars is no happier, 
really, than à man worth nine million dollars. 
Money doesn't always cause happiness. 


“Irs all very well,” said the grave-digger, '*to 
advise a young man to begin at the bottom and 
work up, but in my business it ain't practicable.” 


Dr. FuLTON'S crusade against the Roman 
Catholic church is succeeding beautifully. At 
least ten Roman Catholics hav died in Brooklyn 
since the doctor began his work. 

HE (at dinner) : ** May I assist you to the cheese, 
Miss Vassar?” Miss Vassar Gust graduated): 
“Thanks, no! I am very comfortable where I 
am! But you may assist the cheese to me, if you 
will.” 

MINISTER (to layman): "But why do you say 
that Mr. Smith is a good man? He rarely appears 
at church.” Layman: “I know he doesn’t show 
up at church very often, but Bradstreets quotes 
him A 1.” : 

CLERK (in New Jersey dry goods store) : “ Can I 
do anything else for you, madam?” New Jersey 
lady: “Hm. I believe there was something more 
Iwanted. Oh, yes; I will look at your musketo 
muzzles, please.” 


Ix China the highest recommendation a man 
can hav is the fact of his having a wife; but in 
this country aman with a wife can’t get trusted 
for a suit of clothes, unless he can convince his 
tailor that she trims her own bonnets. 


A FRIEND was condoling with a man who was 
very ill, and the sick man said: “Yes, I feel it 
very much to hav to leave my poor wife and chil- 
dren.” “Never mind us,” said the wife; “you 
just get on with your dying; we'll get on very 
well.” ` 

SCHOOL-TEACHER : ** Johnny, what is the second 
letter of the alphabet?" Johnny: “ Don’t know.” 
School-teacher: ** What files about the garden ?” 
Johnny: * When?" School-teacher : “ In the sum- 
mer." Johnny: “Oh, I know—mother after the 
hens.” 

A DIVISION OF LABOR, 
He: Where are you going, my pretty maid? 
She : I’m going a-milking, sir (she said). 
He: Can I not help you, my pretty maid? 
She: You can work the pump-handle, sir (she 
said). 


WHILE a detachment of the Salvation Army was 
singing a temperance hymn, the other day, in 
front of a gin-mill, the genial proprietor kindly 
turned the hose on them. Not to be defeated by 
ducking on a cold day, the little band quietly 
passed around a flask of brandy, finished their 
aria, and marched away happy. 


A TEACHER in a Sunday-school, wishing to im- 
press his class with the necessity of faith, asked 
the class why did Moses lift up the serpent in the 
wilderness? None of the class knew except one. 
He said Moses lifted ıt up because he knew it 
wouldn't bite. It was the same youth who said 
the Jews made a golden calf because they didn't 
hav gold enough to make the whole cow. 


RTI 


SS 


pain, you will never be 
quite as happy as though 
you had not done that 
thing. No forgivness by 
the gods. Eternal, inex- 
orable, everlasting justice, 
so far as nature is con- 
cerned. You must reap the 
result of your acts. Even 
when forgiven by the one 
you hav injured, it is not 
as though the injury had 
not been done. That is 
what I believe in. And if 
it goes hard with me I will 
stand it, and I will cling to 
my logic, and I will bear it 
like a man.—R. G, Ingersoll, 
{(Norz.—It was said by 
them of old that Homer 
sometimes ‘‘took a nap,” 
and Ingersoll’s favorit poet 
—the Scottish Burns—oo- 
casionally became “slip- 
slop” in his divinity. In 
the following hnes he has 
committed himself to sen- 
timents that neither John 
Calvin, nor John 8. Mill, 
nor his father, James Mill, 
nor their illustrious dis- 
ciple, Dr. Alexander Bain, 
of Aberdeen: nor our own 
M. J. Savage,nor Chadwick, 
nor R. G. Ingersoll would, 
I fancy, care to adopt or 
indorse. Let the judicious 
reader pause and ponder, 
It he has been trained to 
orthodoxy, as I was, he 


And when Abram heard that his brother was taken captiv, he armed his trained servants, born in his own house, three hun- 
red and eighteen, and pursued them unto Dan.—Gen. xiv, 14. [N. B.— The monkey in these pictures is for ornament, not for use.] 


Omana man: “I regret to cut short your vaca- 
tion trip, Mr. Comstock, but you are badly needed 
in Washington just now.” Anthony Comstock: 
“Tf that’s so, Pll start at once. What's going on 
there?" **Moncure D. Conway is to deliver a lect- 
ure there on ‘English Life and Society. " 


* How sily you look in this picture!" said & 
Brooklyn belle, on viewing & photograph pre- 
sented by & gentleman who intended to absorb her 
name.- "Do I, Sarah?” he replied. “I tried to 
smile and look sweet when it was taken.” ** Smile! 
If that’s the way you look when you ‘smile,’ I 
should certainly join the Prohibitionists if I were 
you.” 

WINTER lingered last week in the lap of spring; 
and 

The bluebird sat in the apple-tree, 
And the redbreast sat in the grove; 
They shivered these notes from their little 
throats : 
** Oh, bring us a red-hot stove !” 


THERE is a measure before the legislature to ex- 
empt religious institutions from the water-tax. 
We are glad to know that our legislators appre- 
ciate what we all owe to religion, but we think the 
bill should be amended so as to exclude the Bap- 
tists from its workings. There is no reason why 
the state should show undue favoritism toany one 
sect. 

“ I say, George,” said a St. Paul drummer toa 
Minneapolis brother, as they came together in a 
Dakota hotel, "hav you heard of the big row 
they are having in your town just now?” “Row! 
No. What's the difficulty?” ‘They hav taken 
all the Bibles out of the schools there." “The 
Bibles out of the schools? What for, pray?" 
“ Why, because it mentions St. Paul many times, 
but Minneapolis not once.” 


AN EVER-PRESENT HELP. 

** An Infidel doesn’t believe in an oath sworn on 
the Bible, does he ?" asked Mrs. Pentweazel. 

"No," snapped out old Pentweazel, without 
looking up from his paper. f 

*' Well,” persisted his better half, ‘if that’s the 
case, what does a man like Ingersoll say when he 
is obliged to take an oath ?" 

“help me Bob, I suppose,” chuckled the old 
man, 

“Say! say!" called a Montcalm street woman 
to a tramp who had just left her door with a piece 
of bread in his hand, “don’t eat that! The girl 
says it is a piece we had lying around with ‘ rough 
on rats’ on it!” "It's too late, madam,” he re- 
plied, as he swallowed the last morsel; “I’ve had 
people try to play that trick on me before, to get 
their goods back, but it always fails. I prefer the 
stuff to butter, but don’t say so, because I hate to 
put people to trouble.” 


ET! 
B0GK:! 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


95 Cents Each. 
Address TEE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 


Catalogue of Old, Rare, and Second- 
hand Standard books sent free. 
JORDAN BROS., 45 North 9th, St., 
13117 Philadelphia, Pa. 


will perhaps find his in- 
tellect pulling him one 
way, and his heart, so to 
speak,. pulling him an- 
other, and he must decide 
and choose between them. 
The controversy, when 
once started, must be set- 
tled or there can be no real peace: 
When human weakness has come short, 
Or frailty stepped aside, 
Do thou, all good! for such thou art 
In shades of darkness hide. 


When with intention I hav erred, 
No other plea I hav; . 
But thou art good : aud goodness still 
Delighteth to forgiv. 
To short-sighted men and to silly women, Burns’s 
idea of God seems, at first sight, very attractiv, 
but there can be little doubt that Longfellow hag 
struck the right key when he says or sings : 
Though the mills of God grind slowly, yet they 
grind exceeding small ; : 3 
Though with patience he stands waiting, with 
exactness grinds he all.—Hylax.] 

Lorp BOLINGBROKE did not go so far as to say 
that no revelation from deity was possible, but he 
did go so far as to say that no revelation could be 
proved to be actual. . . His belief was in 
naturallaw, and the root of his system was that 
the willof the deity expressed itself in the laws of 
the universe: and that a faithful worship of the 
deity consisted, not in rites or prayers, or priestly 
observances, but in a faithful observance of the 
laws of the universe so far as they were under- 
stood. Practically, the sentiment is expressed in 
the famous lines of Pope, more frequently quoted 
than understood : 

For modes of faith let graceless zealots fight; 

His can’t be wrong whose life is in the right. 

To say that a true worship is a lifeand nota 
creed, that the conflict over forms and modes i8 
useless, vain, and contemptible, and that the test 
of a noble observation of the divine laws is a faith- 
ful character, strikes at the root of all religious 
institutions and beliefs; to say this ig to call off 
the attention that has heretofore been given to 
matters that concern only thesupersensual world, 
7 The spread of a principle like this would 
work nothing less than acomplete revolution in all 
religious thought, feeling, and observation,— 
Frothingham’s Life as a Test of Creed. 

Tur Agnostic looks squarely at the facts of hu- 
man life, however grim they may be. He throws 
no metaphysical dust into his eyes, in order not to 
see what is unpleasant to see. He keeps eyes 
wide open that he may see the bottom facts—no 
mistake. There must be some steel in his nerve 
ora streak of the stoic in his mental make-up. 
Nor does he juggle with language. He calls sin 
“sin” and evil “evil,” not ‘undeveloped good,” 
nor the ‘* shady side of good :” but evil, ugly, and 
hateful. Heindulges in no optimistic nonsense, 
such as ‘whatever is is right.” Yes, he adds, ex- 
cept whatis wrong. He doesn’t waste time in spec- 
ulating about the “ origin of evil,” or in '" apolo- 
gizing for God;” but recognizing the existing 
evil as a sad. stern fact, he goes to work manfully 
to get rid of it and to make the world better and 
happier.—W, H. Spencer. 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES, 


A OOMPEND OF THE NarTURAL Laws or In- 
DUSTRIAL PRODUOTION AND 
ExoHANGE. 
| By J. K. Ineartzs, author of ** Social Wealth.” 

| Price, 25 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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Soles and Clippings. 


Tar new Interstate Commerce law has 
caused a suspension of work in some of the 
New England granit quarries. 


Tuk pope demands of General Boulanger, 


of France, that young men studying for the 
priesthood shall be exempt from military 
duty. ; 

Ovr tax commissioners are now being in- 
vestigated. It appears that millions of dol- 
lars’ worth of property has escaped assess- 
ment. We hav a reform mayor. 

Tuer Rev. Mr. Downs, the Boston preacher 
who &chieved great notoriety in the usual 
way, now preachesin Paine Hall. The influ- 
ence of the place is expected to hav a salu- 
tary effect upon him. 

Iris now generally believed that the letter 
published by the London Times, purporting 
to hav been written by Parnell, and counte- 
nancing the Phoenix Park murders, is & base- 
less though skilful forgery. 

Dr. MoGrxsw in his lecture last Sunday 
evening said that the Catholic church would 
not be what it ought to be until we should 
see a democratic pope walking down Broad- 
way in a frock coat, a plug hat, and carrying 
an umbrella under his arm. 

“Tue German singing societies of New York 
meet evenings for rehearsals, usually in 
halls over beer saloons, Under the present 
law they cannot use a piano. Last Sunday 
the representativs of seventy-six of these so- 
cieties met and resolved that they would 
make a test case, and that the politicians who 
did not stand by them would hear from them 
at the'ballot-box. Mr. Beekman, president of 


the board of aldermen, has published a card 
in which he condemns the law as it stands. 


DivisE worship is a somewhat costly affair 
in Great Britain, says the World. The one 
hour's service in Westminster Abbey on the 
91st of June, when the great personages of 
the realm are to assemble for the purpose of 
prayer, is to cost the moderate sum of $100,- 
000. Commoners and ordinary people will 
not be admitted within the portals of the 
sacred edifice, yet it is their pockets which 
will be taxed for the purpose of enabling the 
princes and lords to pray in due state for the 
preservation of the queen. 


A NUMBER of Washington, D. C., druggists 
and merchants hav been fined $20 each for 
keeping their stores open on Sunday. John 
I. Hall, a grocer, based his defense on the 
ground that the law forbids the opening of 
places of business on ‘‘ the Sabbath,” or the 
seventh day of the week, not on ‘‘Sunday,” 
which is the first day. Judge Snell, how- 
ever, on the authority of Webster’s Diction- 
ary, held the words “Sabbath” and ''Sun- 
day” to be synonymous. The matter will 
probably be carried to the higher courts. 


GOVERNOR MARMADTKE has signed the bill 
recently passed by the Missouri legislature 
making Sunday virtually a Puritanical Sab- 
bath. A powerful protest was presented to 
the governor respectfully requesting him not 
to sign the obnoxious bill, but it seems he 
yielded, says the Jewish Times, to the wishes 
of á few Prohibition fanatics and hypocrits, 
backed by scheming politicians. It is 
claimed, and justly, that this Sunday law is 
a blow at the liberty of the masses, and in 
the interests of sectarianism. It is not long 
since that the St. Louis daily journals were 


glorying in the fact that the people passed 
their free Sunday in the most rational and 
enjoyable manner and that the police annals 
on Monday mornings showed a great falling 
off in the number of cases brought before 
the various courts. 


Over in a Brooklyn synagog the other day 
the rabbi went for the brethren because they 
wouldn’t shut up shop on Saturday and 
attend services. A reporter of the Hvening 
Sun sat ina pew with a big Fulton-street 
dry-goods merchant, and the sermon seemed 
to hit the mercantile gentleman rather lightly 
to begin with. ‘ You are living for goid, not 
your souls,” cried the rabbi. ‘‘ You are a 
reproach to the Christians, who can giva day 
to their faith.” ‘*‘ Now he is gifing us rats,” 
whispered the merchant gleefully. The rabbi 
went on: ‘You leave the women to fill the 
pews; you value an hour more than your 
hereafter; you are deserting the faith of 
your fathers for money-making ; you—” “I 
kontradicts dot,” said the purveyor of dry 
goods excitedly. ‘‘Der relitchion vos run- 
ning down all the vile, shust like der pisness.” 
The frowning eye of the rabbi caught the 
whisper, and the whisperer became dumb; 
but he didn’t retract his sentiments, 


Ir used to be possible for a citizen of New 
York to take his wife or girl and go out of a 
summer evening and sit in so-called concert 
gardens and listen to music, both vocal and 
instrumental, and refresh himself with a glass 
of beer or not, as he chose. There were 
scores of these gardens in the city frequented 
by reputable people, the morals of the male 
visitors being protected by a regulation. ex- 
cluding ''ladies unaccompanied by gentle- 
men.” "The profits on the sale of the beer en- 


abled the proprietor to furnish the music 
free, and it was noticed that a very little 
beer lasted the patron while he listened to 
a good deal of music. At the same time 
there were many disreputable resorts, where 
liquors were sold and vile songs were sung. 
To suppress the latter sort proprietors of con- 
cert gardens were compelled to take out a 
theatrical license, and a law already in exist- 
ence forbade the sale of malt or spirituous 
liquors in the auditorium of any place where 
theatrical exhibitions were given. These 
regulations hay had an effect exactly the re- 
verse of salutary. They did not stop the 
sale of liquor in the gardens, but they abol- 
ished the music; and whereas previously the 
music furnished the principal part of the 
entertainment, at present the customer must 
depend for his diversion entirely upon drinks. 
If the framers of the legislation had this ob- 
ject in view, then, of course, the law has had 
the effect intended, and the legislators ought 
to be satisfied. If, on the contrary, they 
hoped to lessen the sale of beer and the prev- 
alence of vice they hav certainly gone very 
wide of adopting the proper measures for 
that end. The reputable gardens hav been 
closed according to law, while some of the 
disreputable ones are still open in violation of 
it, and the latter now draw the patronage of 
the former. It seems that people are deter- 
mined to hav beer, and there are many who 
do not regard as harmful a moderate indul- 
gence in that beverage. Whether they are 
correct or not does not affect the truth of the 
affirmation that the present mixing of license 
and theatrical laws is doing more harm than 
good, and the more strictly the laws are en- 
forced the more apparent is the evil. The 
sumptuary legislators will hav to try again, 
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Communications. 


Tales Told Out of School. 
III. 


THE REV. DR. JONES'S REPORT CONTINUED.—COLONEL BILL- 
' INGS’8 ^^ CRIMES OF PREACHERS.” 


And here is as good a place as any other to say 
that a good-sized pamphlet is periodically published 
by a man in Iowa, entitled, “Crimes of Preachers,” 
which I saw for the first time in the hands of a young 
man, a son of one of our most respectable ruling 
elders, containing a list of some hundreds of preach- 
ers who; during the last five or six years, hav com- 
mitted crimes punishable with imprisonment in the 
penitentiary. To my astonishment and mortification, 
I found in glancing at its pages that a large propor- 
tion of the offenses were sexual transgressions com- 
mitted against women. J ran my eye hurriedly over 
the names and dates to see if the cases of three min- 
isters whom I knew to be arraigned before the crim- 
inal courts for crim. con. were recorded, but was glad 
to find.that the lynx-eyed compiler had missed them. 
The purport of this book was to show as a matter of 
fact in statistics that in proportion to their numbers 
there is no class of men in society who, with all the 
motivs drawn from heaven, earth, and hell, to make 
them walk uprightly, were so weak and criminal, es- 
pecially in the matter of chastity, as the clergy. 
There is a profound philosophy in this fact which 
ought to be the subject of study, and of lecture, too, 
in all theological seminaries. As the Spartan mothers 
in ancient times, who wished to make self-governing 
men of their boys, showed them the drunken Helots 
wallowing in their degradation, and warned them to 
abstain from the immoderate use of wine; so this 
book of Billings’s ought to be found, not only in 
every minister's study, but in the private and public 
reading-rooms of all our theological seminaries, as & 
warning to students to avoid the pitfalls into which 
other good men hav fallen. If the Lord, as a potter, 
has made his ministering servants out of extra-fine 
clay, the material, judging from Billings’s book, 
seems to be very frail. The nature and strength of 
the sexual instinct, the temptations to its indulgence, 
and how to control it, are tabooed subjects, consid- 
ered too delicate to be alluded to, except by innu- 
endo. Buta matter of such importance should not 
be ignored, and theological students who are soon to 
leave the monastic halls where they hav been secluded 
from the world, and go out into mixed society, should 
be warned of the dangers awaiting them, for, being 
forewarned; they are forearmed. 

The Methodists, of course, are prominent in the 
list of clerical transgressors in Billings's book, but 
pretty much all the rest of the sects are abundantly 
represented in the black catalog of names. I say the 
Methodists of course, because next to the Catholic 
priests—holy “fathers” without wives—they hav the 
best opportunities, and therefore are exposed to more 
temptation to go astray. 

SOME SAGE REFLECTIONS AND ADVICE. 

Considering the weakness of human nature on this 
point of sexual morals, no pastor of a church ought 
ever to visit a family of his congregation alone. He 
should keep fresh in his memory the story of Ulysses, 
who, on his voyage back from Troy, when he ap- 
proached the island which was the dwelling-place of 
the Sirens, crammed beeswax into the ears of his 
companions, lest they should hear the enchanting 
music of these women’s voices, and leave the ship. 
In the Presbyterian system, where every congrega- 
tion is provided with a bench of ruling elders, the 
theory is that, as they hav the oversight of the flock 
jointly with the pastor, one or more of them shall 
always accompany him in his pastoral visitations. 
We must take human nature as we find it, and in that 
nature the love instinct is so deeply rooted that we 
cannot trust either men or women who, in their asso- 
ciation with each other, pass the bounds of prudence. 

I learned a lesson on this subject from a Shaker, 
during a visit I once made to the famous establish- 
ment at New Lebanon, now presided over by the ven- 
erable Frederic Evans. I noticed that the men and 
women in meeting each other did not shake hands, 
nor talk much, but respectfully passed on; and in 
the simplicity of my ignorance I inquired of an intel- 
ligent brother the reason why. He replied that celi- 
bacy was the most important feature in their system, 
since Christ, their model man, was & celibate; and 
that to maintain it every path that diverged from it 
was doubly guarded. If the brothers shook hands 
with the sisters, and chatted with them familiarly, 
each would come within the magnetic aura which 
encompassed the other; and the next step in the 
program would be to kiss. This, if frequently re- 
peated, would awaken in them the mutual sentiment 
of love, the very passion in their bosoms which it was 
the grand business of the community to crush out of 
existence. Hence no handshaking, no chatting, and 
no kissing in Shakerdom, since there is more than 
enough of that kind ef thing practiced among 
the world’s people. 

Had Beecher been attended by a deacon of his 
church when he visited the Tilton mansion at Brook- 


lyn, in his care for souls, his reputation would not 
hav been sullied as it is, and the cause of religion 
scandalized. When opportunity offers itself, and the 
temptation of a woman's eye and voice is strong, the 
thunders of the judgment day, as they roll around 
the throne of God, are too far off to reach the ears of 
the tempted parties; and therefore society is much 
more leavened up with sexual vice, especially in cities 
and towns, than people in the rural districts hav any 
idea of. The case generally is this: A merchant's 
place of business is far away from his home. He 
fakes his breakfast under his own roof, and then goes 
down to his counting-house, where he remains till it 
is time to dine with his club. Aftér that he goes to 
the theater, or spends the evening with his club com- 
panions, drinking wine and smoking cigars, until the 
short hours of the night admonish him that it is time 
to go home. When he arrives there, the whole fam- 
ily are in bed; and from Monday morning till Satur- 
day night he sees his wife only at breakfast, and his 
children, if at all, only when they are asleep ; for on 
Sunday, if he be at home, they are at Sabbath-school. 
Thus hundreds of wives lose the companionship of 
their husbands. The children during the week being 
at school, the long days pass in loneliness, except as 
they are relieved by the visits of the pastor, who, if 
the woman be interesting and attractiv, he is tempted 
to visit too often, even if he hav a wife at home. The 
woman sees and feels that the preacher treats her 
with more respect and attention than her own hus- 
band, and if he be well-looking, well-mannered, and 
winning in his ways, and especially if she be more 
lovable than his own wife, it is the most natural, as 
well as the most wicked, thing in the world that she 
should imperceptibly lose her affection for her hus- 
band, and transfer it to the preacher. Joseph, in 
Egypt, when his diet was leeks, onions, and Nile 
water, may hav resisted the seductiv charms of 
Potiphar’s wife, but it demands a doubt whether a 
robust, thick-necked Methodist minister, who luxuri- 
ates on the fat of the land, is ever seen emerging 
from the house of a parishioner, with only one tail to 
his coat because the other had been torn off and left 
behind. The Methodist brethren, according to Bill- 
ings’s book, seem to take the lead in sexual vice, and 
I account for the fact in that they hav no officer in 
their church economy answering to that of the ruling 
elder in the Presbyterian, whose function is to attend 
the minister in his visitations among the families of 
his congregation. He goes alone, and the invisible 
Satan, who, perhaps, knowing that he is a mere wood- 
cock—the most gullible of birds—has laid a trap for 
him beforehand, goes with him, and before the sim- 
pleton knows what he is about, the trap springs and 
he is caught. 

It is lack of opportunity, rather than sound moral 
principle, which keeps most men in the path of recti- 
tude. They are unresisting victims to their environ- 
ments. It is easy for a man to be sober if he never 
goes where there is wine to drink, and it is easy for 
him to be chaste if he stays at home. Brother 
Staunton, who will no doubt figure as a character in 
the next edition of Billings’s book as one of our frail 
divines, might hav continued to liv comfortably with 
his wife, instead of choking her till her eyes stood 
out of their sockets because she threw a cup of hot 
coffee in his face, if he had studied carefully, and in- 
wardly digested, the advice Paul pressed upon Tim- 
othy about widows who were young and fascinating 
in their looks and manners. 

There is no sense in being mealy-mouthed on this 
subject. The vocation of a minister of the gospel 
exposes him to more temptations than assail any 
other man in life, and then, when in such trying cir- 
cumstances as generally precede a fall, up springs in 
his recollection, suggested by Satan, no doubt, the 
examples of David, Solomon, and Rahab the harlot, 
canonized as saints by the apostle Paul, and he is 
emboldened to run the risk of guilt and exposure, 
secretly believing that in the end at least he may. get 
to heaven as well as they. 

eor 


What Objections to Christianity ? 


Is it not unjust, immoral, and degrading to teach 
that a man may liv in wickedness; that he may 
harden his heart and pollute his soul, and yet at the 
eleventh hour receive the reward by believing some- 
thing nonsensical? Has the hope of forgivness ever 
prevented the commission of a crime? Must a man 
throw away his reason and believe something un- 
reasonable here in order to be a saint hereafter? The 
man that would throw away his reason is only fit to 
be damned. 

If there was no general atonement until Christ was 
sacrificed, what became of the countless millions that 
died before his time? What has become of those 
who hav died since but never heard of Christ ? 

For eighteen centuries the Christian world has 
been endeavoring to explain the doctrin of the atone- 
ment, and every attempt has been ended in the ad- 
mission that it cannot be understood, and the 
declaration that it must be believed, and continually 
teaching that the good works of Christ will, in the 
next world, be placed to our credit to balance the 
sins committed here. 


Was Christ, the son of God, sent into the world to 
be sacrificed as an atonement for the sins of the 
world? or was he simply human—one who revolted 
against the religious impostures of his day, and was, 
as many an honest man has been, offered as a saori- 
fice to the Moloch of superstition ? 

The only evidence for believing Christ to be the 
son of God is the dream that Joseph is said to hav 
dreamt. Joseph, seeing the condition of Mary, his be- 
trothed, and being a just man, sought to put her away 
privily, but an angel of the Lord appeared to him 
and settled the matter satisfactorily. Now, I hav no 
faith in my own dreams, much less hav I in a dream 
said to hav been dreamt almost two thousand years 
ago. And who tells this dream? A narrator called 
Matthew, according to the most orthodox authorities, 
fifty years after the dream was dreamt. There is no 
record that Christ ever said a word about the matter. 
There is no evidence that Joseph ever told anyone to 
record the dream, and Mary, whose testimony on the 
subject would be of inestimable value, is silent. If 
Christ was the son of God, why hav given the 
genealogy of Joseph to prove him to be of the house 
of David? It is hardly possible to be of the lineage 
of David and at the same time the son of God. 
Christ always called himself the son of man. The 
idea that he was begotten of the Holy Ghost was an 
afterthought. The belief that great or goed men 
were divinely begotten was a prevailing superstition 
in those days, and it was considered by women an 
honor to hav intercourse with one of the gods. The 
world was already overrun with sons of gods, and 
crucified saviors had been abundant. Grecian myth- 
ology was falling into decay, and as the human mind 
is so constituted that it clings to early prejudices 
and superstitions, mythology was turned into a fresh 
channel, and loving credulity arrayed Christ in the 
old clothes of the departed Olympian gods. The 
Egyptian legend of Isis and child was renewed in the 
story of Mary and son. 

For the first three centuries many conflicting doc- 
trins were advocated respecting the divinity of Christ 
and his position in the Trinity—a dogma borrowed 
from Egypt. The most prominent ideas were that 
Christ was co-equal and co-eternal with the father ; 
that he is God, who was born of a virgin in a mirac- 
ulous way. This doctrin proved to be the orthodox 
one. The other doctrin, known as Arianism, held 
that by the very nature of sonship a son could not 
be as old as his father, which would imply a subor- 
dinate position in the godhead. 

To settle this dispute a council of bishops was held 
at Nicea, and it was there decided by a majority vote 
that Christ was God; that he was the son of God; 
that father, son, and Holy Ghost, these three, are 
one, and that the Virgin Mary is the mother of God. 
Arianism was declared a heresy, which to entertain 
was punishable with death. 

Must we believe Christ to be divine upon such 
evidence as this? Upon an intellectual question the 
minority may hold just as correct views as the ma- 
jority. It is most frequently the case that one man, 
standing on an exalted position, has discerned the 
truth when the whole world has been against him. 
If Christ was the son of God, it seems as though it 
might hav been known with certainty at the time of 
his birth. It ought, at least, hav been made known 
to us through a more satisfactory source than by the 
intriguing vote of a majority of ignorant priests. 

And it was in the same manner that the doctrin of 
the inspiration of the Bible was decided. The mon- 
strous proposition that the Bible is a divine revela- 
tion was not imposed upon human credulity till the 
latter part of the second century. During the early 
ages of Christianity there were a great number of 
gospels written, and of the four gospels, Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John, it has been clearly demon- 
strated by many writers that they were not known 
prior to the year 181. 

It was just as legitimate for any and every priest 
to write a biography of Christ as it, now is for any 
one to write a biography of Grant or Garfield. And 
when these gospels began to multiply, a clamor was 
raised among the priests in regard to the authenticity 
of the various writings. And as these priests con- 
sidered themselvs men of God, they necessarily con- 
cluded that the writings, too, were of God. To 
decide which of the writings were authentic and in- 
spired was a question of great importance and diffi- . 
culty. This momentous question was also brought 
before the council of Nicea, and the bishops being 
unable to determin, and as God had superintended 
the writing of them, they, with much consistency, 
left the matter with the deity. 

They threw the manuscripts under the communion 
table and prayed that the Lord would cause the in- 
spired ones to get upon the table, and the uninspired 
ones to remain beneath, and it was done accordingly. 
It is not absolutely known whether the Bible as we 
now hav it was adopted by the Nicene council or 
some subsequent one. It is quite certain that it was 
decided to hav four gospels on the authority of | 
Origen, who says, “There should be four gospels be- 
cause the earth has four corners, the winds four 
general directions, and cherubim hav four faces ;” and 
that he did not complete his argument by saying 
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because a donkey has four legs, has always been a 
matter of much surprise to me. 

I would like to ask every intelligent person if they 
are willing to subordinate their intelligence to a blind 
&nd unreasoning faith, and believe Christ to be the 
‘son of God, and the Bible the word of God, upon 
such testimony as this? What meager evidence ! and 
yet Christians are willing to consign to eternal tor- 
ment those who dare deny these odious dogmas. 

How any sane person can believe such nonsense is 
more than I can understand. And yet there are 
thousands who will giv more freely for the propaga- 
tion of this superstition than for any other cause 
whatever. 

And what is more astonishing is that men of edu- 
cation will continue to teach a superstition that was 
imposed upon the world by men who, by their own 
writings, were ignorant, credulous, blundering dis- 
honest, and who were actually given to wilful lying. 
Their own writings show that they did not hesitate 
to lie and deceive if they could only promote the 
cause of Christ by doing so. They declared that a 
lie well told and adhered to would in time answer as 

well as the truth, and in the interest of religion they 
made no scruple to forge whole books. And Euse- 
bius, who is the principal authority on early church 
history, said that it was not only right but commend- 
able to lie, if by so doing you’ could promote the 
cause of Christ. In his “Evangelical Preparation” he 
givs the thirty-first chapter this significant title: 
“ How far it may be proper to use falsehood as a 
. medicin, and for the benefit of those who require to 
be deceived.” In another place he says that he has 
related everything that would redound to the glory, 
and suppressed everything that would disgrace the 
church. This is the evidence for the truth of the 
Christian religion, and this the character of the 
fathers that established the church. And this is the 
religion we are asked to believe as divinely true; 
this is the religion we must accept without a doubt, 
or be consigned to dungeons of eternal pain; this is 
the religion that has shed the blood of millions for 
denying its impostures, for not believing its meaning- 
less and senseless dogmas. 

This is the religion that deluged Europe in blood ; 
that established the Inquisition with all its devilish 
` instruments of torture; that incited the massacre of 
St. Bartholomew; that caused Calvin to drag Serve- 
tus to the stake; that taught Catholics to murder 
Protestants, and Protestants to murder Catholics; 
that justified the Puritans of New England to whip, 
brand, and ‘kill Quakers, and barter Indian babes to 
West Indian slave-traders for rum. This is the 
religion that has been the fortress and defense of 
every crime. This is the religion that, united with 
the state, arrayed itself against learning and science, 
which sunk Europe into a midnight darkness for 
more than ten centuries. 

The church, accepting the dogma of infallibility, 


declared that the Bible contained all that it was nec-’ 


essary for man to know, and that which differed 
from it was pernicious, the work of the devil, and 
should be destroyed. Philosophers were persecuted 
and driven into exile, their books burnt or buried in 
some dusty monastery, and the schools were closed. 
During this long period of intellectual darkness, the 
church was the supreme power, and if her claims are 
just, that she is the guardian of learning and morals, 
that she is the guiding light to lead mankind the 
right way, this was the time when she should hav 
given light to the children of darkness; this was the 
time when, with her divine light, she should hav 
guided aright the erring sons of men as they sought 
their way through the intellectual and moral gloom 
of that age. But ignorance, vice, and piety pre- 
-vailed, and ecclesiasticism rioted in luxury. The 
church had no intention of letting the people become 
educated, but when the tide of learning set in, when 
she could no longer resist the pressure of advancing 
knowledge, she sought to direct the current to her 
own benefit. "But when her power was supreme, 80 
thoroughly did she do her work that Christendom 
did not produce a single astronomer or a single sci- 
entist of any kind worthy of the name. 

‘She considered all science as an emanation from 
the devil. Knowledge was of no use, if not absolutely 
sinful. It was only necessary to be a credulous be- 
liever to become a saint hereafter. That long night 
of a thousand years was the direct result of Christian 
teaching. 

The church understood that “ignorance is the 
mother of devotion,” and kept the people ignorant 
that they might the more easily be deceived by lying 
impostures and disgraceful miracles. She fought 
the medical science that she might draw a revenue 
from the sale of relics, under the pretension of curing 
diseases by the supernatural merit of the bones of 

‘some departed saint. This thousand years of Chris- 
tian rule was the starless midnight of our race. 
Under the garb of piety gross imposture stalked 
abroad, and the church with brazen front destroyed 

- the liberty of thought. 

The masses were sunk in degradation without a 
parallel in the annals of history. They were taught 
that self-subjection and bodily discomfort were the 
highest forms of virtue and would contribute to the 
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enjoyments of a heavenly life; that personal cleanli- 
ness and temporal enjoyments were a sin, and dis- 
pleasing to the almighty. The people were drained 
of their resources for the benefit of priests, and the 
most of them lived in miserable huts, windowless, 
chimneyless, with a hole in the roof for the smoke to 
escape, like the wigwams of our American Indians, 
and it was a mark of wealth if there was a rug on the 
floor or a bundle of straw for a bed. 

This was the condition of Europe under Christian 
rule, and in this deplorable condition Christendom 
remained until learning was thrust into her brain “on 
the point of a Moorish lance.” It was Mohammedan 
influences that began to elevate Europe. It was the 
Mohammedans who introduced into Europe the 
heliocentric theory of the solar system and many of 
its scientific corollaries. When astronomy began to 
be cultivated among Christians, the church opposed 
with all her might this noble science. She declared 
it to be contrary to the scriptures and subversiv of 
all true piety. She hesitated not to imprison and 
burn the advocates of the new science. 

Copernicus, from fear of the Inquisition, refrained 
from publishing his * De Revolutionibus ” for thirty- 
seven years, knowing what his fate would be. When 
it was published, the church, true to her instincts, 
declared it heretical, and the immortal author would 
hav perished at the stake had he not died before a 
funeral pyre could be erected ; and upon the grave 
of this great man Luther was charitable enough to 
cast the epithet of fool. 

For teaching that there are other worlds than ours, 
the noble Bruno was dogged by the hounds of the 
Inquisition nearly all over Europe, and was finally 
taken and confined in a dungeon for eight years. 
He was then brought before the spiritual judges and 
declared guilty of heresy, and was ordered to recant 
and abjure his error. Bravely he refuses to do so; 
he will not deny what he knows to be true, and he is 
given over to the secular authorities to be punished 
as mercifully as possible without the shedding of 
blood—the theological formula of burning a man at 
the stake. The sentence was accordingly executed, 
and Bruno perished at Rome Feb. 16, 1600. 

Grorce H. Dawes. 


-_ oto 
The Liberal Club. 

It is proper to preface this report of the 344th 
regular meeting of the Manhattan Liberal Club by 
assuring the reader that it can hope to do but partial 
justice to the interesting and instructiv nature of 
that occasion. The meeting was held in the evening 
of Friday, April 22d, at the usual place, 220 East 
Fifteenth street. The nominal admission fee of five 
cents was exacted at the door, except in the case of 
avowed Presbyterians and women, who were permit- 
ted. to enter free of charge. 

The writer stayed at home rather late that even- 
ing, reading a copy of the Open Court which the 
proprietors of that periodical had been so thoughtful 
as to mail to his address. He became deeply ab- 
sorbed in an article by James Parton on “ Cranks,” 
and, having read it through, came to the conclusion 
that the crank is a useful citizen. This reminded 
him that it was time to go to the Liberal Club, 
which the venerable Pantarch used to glory in calling 
a congress of cranks, but which, nevertheless, is as 
intelligent and agreeable a body of ladies and gentle- 
men as can be found anywhere. 

The orator of the evening was Col. Richard J. Hin- 
ton, an Englishman, who adopted this country before 
the war, and fought for it during that unpleasant 
period. The colonel is a stocky-built man, with long 
hair and beard, and a broad-brimmed hat. He will 
probably be sixty years of age before many more 
winters hav added their frosts to the gray streaks 
in his hair. He seems to hav been nearly everywhere 
upon the habitable globe. The geography of both 
hemispheres is familiar to him. He knows the Pacific 
coast from Topolobampo bay to Puget sound, and 
the Atlantic coast from St. Lawrence to the Gulf. 
His knowledge of the intervening territory is good. 
He is a journalist by profession, and wields the pen 
with that vigor peculiar to men who know what they 
are writing about. He is also an orator, and over- 
looking his excitability and the fact that he never 
pronounces an / at the beginning of a word, or sounds 
a g at the end of one, he is a pleasant speaker. ' The 
listener, however, must be satisfied to take ’avin’ for 
having, and ’ts for his. 

Colonel Hinton’s subject on the occasion of which 


mention is here made was “John Brown and His: 


Men.” The lecturer himself was one of those men, 
and might hav been at the Harper’s Ferry raid and 
been hanged for it if that disaster had not been pre- 
cipitated ten days before the appointed time, 7.e., Oct. 
16th instead of the 26th. The first part of the lect- 
ure detailed the circumstances of the speaker’s first 
meeting with John Brown in Kansas, and the 
struggles of the free-state settlers, during which 
Colonel Hinton was himself taken prisoner by the 
border ruffians, and escaped death only by being 
liberated by one of his captors. He bore for 
many days upon his person the marks of the cords 
with which he was bound. The latter part of the 
lecture dealt with the Harper’s Ferry episode, which 
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ended in the death of Brown. It appeared that 
Brown’s scheme was to capture the arsenal and arms 
at Harper’s Ferry, to collect a large party of freed 
slaves, and then, with his own men, gain the Alle- 
ghany mountains, where they would establish a ren- 
dezvous for runaway slaves and guide them through 
Pennsylvania and Ohio to Canada and freedom. The 
plan did not work. Being divulged by treachery, 
the raid was precipitated before a sufficient force had 
been gathered to make it effectiv, and a series of 
blunders did the rest. The militia came out and 
suppressed Mr. Brown of Osawatomie and his en- 
thusiastic followers. Among the letters found in 
Brown's effects was one signed William Harrison. It 
gave a scheme for the eampaign which, if carried to 
success, would hav caused the slaveholders a great 
deal of trouble. A thousand dollars was offered for 
the writer of the letter. It was written, Colonel 
Hinton said, by himself, and signed William Harrison 
to prevent trouble in case the letter miscarried. A 
young man named Hasley or Asley, who took part 
in the raid, was under sentence of death. He was 
accused of being the author of the letter, and he 
wrote to Colonel Hinton not to worry over the fact 
that no one would ever know which of them had been 
hanged. 

The speaker occupied about two hours in the de- 
livery of the address. He incidentally mentioned 
that Brown was a Presbyterian ; and it is greatly re- 
gretted that he does not still survive, as he could 
gain admission to the Liberal Club free of charge. 
Colonel Hinton’s peroration was delivered with fine 
effect. He told how he stood in the streets of Wash- 
ington and saw a regiment of men march down the 
streets singing the song of John Brown and his 
soul which went marching on. The colonel had heard 
in Paris a thousand students singing the Marseillaise 
hymn, but nothing ever so affected him as the words 
and music he heard that day, when the Union troops 
sang, “His soul goes marching on," the American 
Marseillaise. 

The Chair read a notice of a meeting of E. H. Hey- 
wood’s Labor Reform League. Mr. Heywood, the 
Chair said, had inherited all the reform notions that 
had sprung up in New England since it was settled, 
and was consequently the biggest crank ever pro- 
duced by that section. The lecture is now open for 
discussion. 

Captain Clark went forward with a copy of the 
North American Review for November, 1883, in his 
hand. The captain first called the kind attention of 
the audience to the fact that he should probably 
never appear again upon that platform. He would 
like, therefore, to make a short and uninterrupted 
speech, but didn’t suppose there was much chance of 
his being allowed todo so. He then proceeded to 
say that he wanted to giv the retiring chairman his 
benediction. The Chair called him to order, and the 
captain said the interruption was just what he ex- 
pected, and he was pretty well satistied what kind of 
& show he stood there for fair play. He said a So- 
cialist did not know a bee from a bull’s foot, and re- 
ferred to the speaker of the evening as Col. Bombas- 
tes Furioso. Then he read an extract from the 
North American Review to show that John Brown, 
with all his piety, had blood on his hands when he 
raised them to ask a blessing upon his food. If any 
man was ever well-hung, he believed that man to hav 
been John Brown. The captain went on to say that 
he had lived largely among the blacks in all lands, 
civilized and barbarous, and he was prepared to 
say that any man who took a negro from his 
nativ land and carried him to any civilized coun- 
try on the globe did the negro a good turn. 
There is reason to believe that Captain Clark has 
in his day commanded vessels that were engaged in 
doing the Ethiopians frequent good turns of this sort 
around Zanguebar and Mozambique. He confessed 
that the commander of one of her majesty’s cruisers, 
whom he met in Africa, expressed a willingness to 
hang him at the yardarm when a favorable opportun- 
ity offered. Finally, he said, there was scarcely a 
man in history about whom the people hav been so 
deceived as about John Brown, and the lecture of the 
evening was a bald-faced attempt to perpetuate that 
deception. 

Mrs. Leonard said she used to know John Brown. 

Mynheer Oppenheimer was reminded of Shak- 
spere's plays, in which relief from the strain of 
tragedy was furnished by the antics of the fool. 
This evening Colonel Hinton had provided the strain, 
and Captain Clark the relief. Brother Oppenheimer 
was down on the card to lecture on “Ingersoll and 
Socialism,” April 29th, but enthusiasm on the subject 
having gradually waned, he kindly gave way to Mr. 
Heywood. 

When Colonel Hinton replied to his critics he cut 
Captain Clark up pretty badly, and it is understood 
that Captain Clark invited him to adjourn to the 
sidewalk, where he was willing to continue the dis- 
cussion in any manner agreeable to the colonel. It 
is said that Colonel Hinton declined the invitation, 
not through any fear as to the result, but because he 
was so well satisfied with the way he replied to his 
opponent that he considered it would be cruelty to 
earry the matter further. Probably the next time 
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the two disputants meet both will be ready to call 
things even. It is better for the affair to be settled 
amicably than that reparation should be done on the 
gory field. 

FRIDAY EVENING, THE 297TH. 

On the date which heads this communication, a 
man just past thirty, and wearing upon his person a 
handsome badge-pin, stood on the steps of the Ger- 
man Masonic Temple. Another man came along and 
"wanted to know if the Liberal Club met there. He 
got an afirmativ answer. Then he asked the price 
of admission, and was told that if he would make 
affidavit that he was a Presbyterian in good stand- 
ing he would be admitted free. He inquired if there 
was anything about him that suggested a hypocrit, a 
lunatie, or a sneak, and wanted the question settled 
right there. He was advised to pay his five cents 
and sit down and listen attentivly, which he did. 

Mr. Wakeman opened by again referring to the 
fact that the speaker of the evening, Mr. E. H. Hey- 
wood, was a tremendous crank. By that he meant 
that many New England reforms depended upon him 
for their motiv power. 

Mr. Heywood got & cheerful reception, and then 
went for all established institutions with great vigor. 
No rent, no interest, no marriage, no “morality,” no 
profits, free rum, and anarehy general would hit 
him about right. Prohibitionists were described as 
temperance drunk. He had an uncle who, when the 
Maine liquor law was passed in 1858, went to drink- 
ing from a sense of duty. In Princeton, where he 
livs, Mr. Heywood said they voted for no license, 
which means free rum, and for temperance Princeton 
is the banner town of the county and state. It was 
amazing, he said, how meekly rumsellers submitted 
to oppression, and how they throve under it. It was 
a fulfilment of the scripture, which says that the 
meek shall inherit the earth. Mr. Heywood also had 
something to say regarding the Anarchists of Chicago, 
whom he called seven John Browns. If the authori- 
ties hanged them, seven souls would be released to 
go marching on in the ever-growing ranks of labor 
reform. Mr. Heywood gave away copies of his 
paper, the Word, containing matter unfit for reading 
at family worship. 

Mr. Wakeman said there would be no discussion, 
as a business meeting was to be held and the officers 
for the ensuing year elected. Mr. Chamberlain read 
a petition from the members and audience thanking 
the chair for its valuable services and asking a con- 
tinuance of them. Mr. Wakeman said it was impos- 
sible, and proceeded to set forth the reasons for re- 
fusing to be a candidate for reélection. First, there 
were personal reasons. By financial necessity he was 
obliged to liv in the country during the summer, and 
attending the club was inconvenient. Furthermore, 
he had spent many years of service in the Liberal 
cause, and now, for other financial reasons, he must 
be more free to pursue his profession of the law. 
Secondly, he could do the club better service as a 
speaker than as apresiding officer. Since the death of 
Mr. Andrews there had been no one to take a philo- 
sophical view of questions and harmonize the dis- 
putants in so far as harmony was possible. Mr. 
‘Wakeman believed he could fill this vacancy to some 
extent if relieved of official duties. Thirdly, Liberal 
affairs were in the condition of the business of a 
grocer he knew who shut up his store in order to 
collect and square up accounts. Liberalism should 
go into liquidation. This made it necessary for Mr. 
Wakeman to follow the example of Colonel Ingersoll 
and withdraw, and he believed it to be the duty of 
all who hav been prominent in Liberal affairs to step 
down and out until some’ important question calls 
them to the front again. “They should stand 
aside," said the speaker, “until the Liberals of the 
country find out that their proper position is the one 
of Leland and myself. Every step that organization 
has taken since we left the head of the League has 
been downward toward its destruction, and Liberal- 
ism as an organized power has grown less and less." 
Mr. Wakeman added that he prophesied this result 
at the time the Liberals turned him out of office as 
president of the League. 

A business meeting followed. Mr. Wakeman was 
pleaded with to remain president, but he wouldn't do 
it. Mrs. Leonard nominated Mr. Henry Nichols for 
that office, and Mr. Searing seconded the nomination 
in a great speech. Mr. Sutherland nominated Van 
Buren Denslow, L.L.D., and Mr. King supported 
him. Mr. Oppenheimer feared Mr. Denslow was 
prejudiced against Socialists. The club didn’t want 
a president with a prejudice. Mr. Denslow was then 
elected. Mr. Nichols was asked to be secretary, 
whereat he lost his temper, and told the chair it was 
an insult to offer a man of his age and experience 
such an office—“ Yes, sir, an impertinence, sir, an im- 
pertinence.” Mr. Oppenheimer being named for the 
place, that gentleman exemplified his freedom from 
prejudice by declaring that he wouldn’t accept any 
officein the same organization with a man of Professor 
Denslow's views. 

The offices were filled as follows: President, 
Van Buren Denslow; vice-presidents, E. B. Foote, 
Jr., M.D., Edward W. Chamberlain, and Jas. Morris; 


recording secretary, Mrs. A. C. Macdonald; corre- . 


sponding secretary, T. R. Kinget, M.D.; treasurer, 
Erastus Dean; librarian, Mrs. Cynthia Leonard; 
assistant librarian, M. A. Sutherland; trustees, 
Courtlandt Palmer, Isaac Rosenbourgh, and William 
C. Kidney. Mr. Wakeman was made an honorary 
member. 

There is considerable jubilation over the election 
of Professor Denslow as president, the nomination of 
Mr. Nichols being regarded by some as an endeavor 
to make the Liberal Club largely a Socialistie organ- 
ization. 
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News and Notes. 


This has been a gala week. I hav come into the 
valley of’ Santa Clara, said by Bayard Taylor to be 
one of the three most beautiful valleys in the world; 
and I guess it is, for mountain, sea, and plain unite 
in charming prospects, and fruits of the tropics min- 
gle with those of the northern clime. There is rain 
in the right quantity and time, and beautiful sun- 
shine, and now and then, just for the luxury of it, a 
snow-storm that descends with the softness of sum- 
mer's smile. The whole valley is as nicely kept as a 
parlor. There are no indications of dirt, the gar- 
dens, orchards, and fields are so neatly arranged. 
Smooth, almost, as marble floors, they spread away 
shining with bright colors, while along the horizon 
the Coast Range rises in every variety of form. The 
climate is equable—no earthquakes, no thunder- 
storms, refreshing gales from season to season, and 
no oppressiv heat or biting cold. This is a land of 
enjoyment, of perpetual harvest and unending bloom. 
So the days hav passed delightfully, and I scarcely 
know that time is on the wing. 

I am at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Schwartz, strong 
and true friends, who believe in work, and labor ear- 
nestly for the success of our cause. Mrs. Schwartz is 
a Spiritualist, but her belief only makes the triumph 
of liberty and justice more important in this world. 
Her noble philosophy is seen in one of her eloquent 
lectures published in the Golden Gate. Mr. Schwartz 
does not exactly know about the future life, but he 
takes an intense interest in reform and ideal progress 
here, and is loyal to principle even to the sacrifice of 
wealth. 

I hav also enjoyed the hospitality of Mr. L. Ma- 
genheimer, where Mr. Bennett was entertained while 
in this city on his homeward journey. Mr. and Mrs. 
Magenheimer are stanch Liberals, and hav generously 
aided in the effort at this point. I lectured on Sun- 
day evening, April 17th, to a full house, and shall 
lecture Sunday evening, the 24th, and in my next I 
will giv particulars of the campaign. The outlook is 
promising. New interest is aroused. 

Samos Parsons, eighty-four years of age, walked 
seven miles on Sunday morning to attend the lecture. 
A glorious veteran that! Monday afternoon Mr. 
Schwartz and myself, with Mr. Parsons for compan- 
ion, rode over to his home through a country every 
inch of which is like an elegant garden. Mr. and 
Mrs. Parsons liv with their daughter and son-in-law, 
Mr. and Mrs. Schofield, and a cordial Liberal house- 
hold they make, and it was a privilege indeed to 
spend a few hours in this attractiv spot. Mrs. 
Parsons is a sister of D. R. Burt, one of our grand 
pioneers in the ranks that are now gone. She is 
eighty-five years of age, ardent still, with the beauti- 
ful enthusiasm of youth. Age is blended with the 
glories of lifes morning. It looked as if Samos 
Parsons would liv to a hundred years, he has such 
tenacious vitality. He livs wisely, calmly, but not 
indolently He has a workshop and library, with 
tools, books, papers, ete. He can make almost any- 
thing in iron and wood. He has a kind of universal 
genius—mechavical, musical, literary, and philosophic. 
He enjoys life hugely. Through varied fortunes he 


has reached a comfortable serenity, and he looks for- 
ward still. 

Tuesday was a day of exhilaration from silver morn 
to golden eve. I went to Mt. Hamilton, on whose 
castled summit is the Lick Observatory, from whence 
the largest eye on this planet will search the immen- 
sity of stars day and night. It is thirteen miles, in 
a straight line, from San José, twenty-seven miles by 
the winding mountain road, which is the most glori- 
ous drive, I believe, in this world. It almost seems 
as if you were mounting via a balloon as you go 
speeding along. The road is so skilfully constructed 
that our stanch horses trot nearly to the top, four 
thousand four hundred feet above the level of the 
sea. From San José the road shoots like an arrow, 
amid ranks of trees to the foot-hills, six miles off. 
Then begins the ascent, and it is as if we were 
climbing round and round some mighty tower—not 
the tower of Babel, for we are coming, not to con- 
fusion, but to the harmony of the spheres. 

Continually the landscape expands until we can 
see for hundreds of miles away, and as one looks 
down into the valley he almost grows dizzy and fears 
he will tumble right into it, thousands of feet below. 
The Santa Cruz mountains, and the Coast Range, ' 
with gleaming draperies of cloud, roll off in number- 
less peaks, the dark blue mingling with the misty sky. 
To the right the San Francisco bay stretches to 
the cloudy horizon, and on fair days the ships can 
be seen, and the city itself, with its busy inhabitants 
and its ferryboats passing from shore to shore. ‘The 
valley shines with a wondrous mosaic of colors, white 
houses amid the blending brilliant greens of fields 
and vinyards, and groves of oak, and pine, and syca- 
more, and palm-trees with the sober brown, and gold 
and purple of flower and stalk, a panorama of charm- 
ing beauty, earth and heaven glittering in magnificent 
array. At the Grand View House we reach the acme 
of the entrancing prospects, and the lovely and sub- 
lime picture unfolds its surpassing vastness. Here 
we change horses, pass onward into a beautiful valley 
and through a mountain hamlet, and up another rise 
higher still, while Mt. Hamilton towers before us. 
At Smith’s Creek, ten miles from Grand View, we 
change horses again. From Smith’s Creek to the 
observatory it is a mile and three quarters, air-line, 
but seven miles by the stage road. We travel a mile 
or two and return almost to the same spot, only we 
are fifty or a hundred yards higher up, and so we 
mount as if traversing the intricate mazes of a 
Chinese puzzle, ascending by a gradual evolution, 
circle above circle, to the very top, where again the 
valley of Santa Clara is seen, and the surrounding 
bay and hills. Mt. Diablo, with shining clouds 
about its breast, shoots its blue peak to the clear 
sky. A hundred and fifty miles distant we behold 
the snowy ranges of the Yosemite, and, faint glitter- 
ing on the horizon, the waters of Monterey. An hour“ 
and a half speeds almost like one dazzling moment 
on this historic hight. Professor Keeler, one of our 
most learned astronomers, who has charge of the Ob- 
servatory, explained to us the beautiful machinery 
by which the march of constellations brings wealth 
to human thought. The hody of James Lick, who 
believed in man and not in God, is deposited beneath 
the massiv shaft upon which swings the telescope. 
Noble resting-place! The stars with silver and golden 
beams will write his name along the path of advanc- 
ing knowledge. 

The ride back, with gilded clouds along the vast 
firmament, and nature’s most secret haunts mingling 
with the elegance of civilized life, was a rare enchant- 
ment. Seven miles in forty minutes down the mighty 
mountain sides was a rapture, the glorious horses 
dashing along like steam-engins. 

Besides the telescopes, there are the finest clocks 
in the world at the Observatory, and the steps of the 
sun are watched to within five-hundredths of a sec- 
ond, and the beats of time with electric and magnetic 
currents are gent to San Francisco and all railroad 
stations, so that no variation occurs along the entire 
coast. 

Wednesday was another day “jeweled with joy.” 
I went to ''Ingersol's Cathedral" among the big 
trees near Santa Cruz, that lift their tall heads two 
hundred and seventy-five and three hundred feet into 
the sunlight. I could not tell how many there were, 
but one could wander for hours amid these vast 
arcades, where verdant halls stretch on every side, 
sounding with most solemn and sweet music, amid 
the innumerable and gigantic branches. There is 
* The Giant,” “Jumbo,” ** General Grant,” “ General 
Fremont,” ‘The Three Sisters," * The Three Broth- 
ers,” “Idlewild,” etc., each a thousand years old, I guess, 
and each a world in itself of wonder and magnificence, 
shooting straight up one hundred and fifty feet, with- 
out & branch, then spreading its enormous dome. 
Amid these broad and echoing aisles, with sun and 
shadow mingling in delightful charm, I wandered as. 
if by magic to the choicest spot of all, the Mecca of 
my eager feet among these venerable shrines, ** Inger- 
soll’s Cathedral,” worthy in its. beauty and grandeur. 
of that heroic name, and he worthy to make it mem- 
orable with man’s achievements for liberty and prog- 
ress. It is one tree, with eight sublime columns two 
hundred and fifty feet in height. Its vast root is one: 
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hundred and twenty feet in circumference on the 
outer circle. "Where it breaks from the soil it is 
“ninety-six feet in circumference. From this mighty 
base rises the central trunk, with its encircling pillars 
forming a dome of wondrous brilliancy, in whose 
glancing depths the sunshine falls as if upon an 
emerald sea, that rolls and breaks in exquisit entranc- 
ing melody. A cathedral indeed, that nature’s deft 
hands hav built, while the centuries hav slowly come 
and gone. Here thoughts unutterable press upon 
the mind. The life of man, the life of earth, meet in 
kindred fascination, and the swaying branches are 
like pictures of human struggle; and in this magic 
circle I wonder if poesy breathes its charm, for thus 
my thoughts flowed on: 


INGEHSOLL'S OATHEDRAL. 


Was ever temple made go rich as this, : 
Whose glowing roof is wrought of sunbeams bright, 
And leaves that tremble with delightful sound— 
An emerald sea that seems to float above, 

And drop its music on the enchanted heart ? 
Beneath this dome I sit, and swift thoughts come 
Of what the world might be if this green arch 
Made all the church for human hope and prayer. 
How peaceful then the earth! How clear its breast 
Of all the bloody stains of tyrant’s hand! 

Then would man walk abroad with brow elate; 
And as these columns greet the chainless air, 

So would his mind aloft make music mild— 
Earthborn, yet reaching to the radiant sun. 

O beautiful cathedral! planted decp 

And spreading wide thy roots in earth’s dark breast, 
And from thy massiv base uplifting high 

Thy branching pillars interlacing far, 

In depths that seem unmeasured to mine eyes, 
Of greeu and golden glory, and keen blue’ 

That for a moment pierces through thy roof 
Like the bright eye of a swift-wandering god. 
Here can I worship. Thy grand priest is man, 
The brave and loving, tender and sublime, 

The music of whose speech is like thy voice 
Forever falling from thy glittering spires. 

Eveu as thou liftest thy bright head above 

The fruitful darkness of thy rooted base— 

So from the past of man, its darksome toil, 

The genius of to-day in heaven’s bright face 
Shines splendid, weaving sunlight into joy, 

And making hope for him who tabors low. 

O sweet pavilion, ‘neath thy moving dome, 
Each leaf a diamond glancing into song 

Till light and sound become one joy intense— 

I offer prayer, the ceaseless prayer of all, 

That men might be like these strong ranks I see 
Of monarch trees, upright aud firm for truth, 
Like him whose name is on thy stately front, 
Giant like thee, and piercing to the light, 

And making music for our shadowed life 

Like thy sun-christened blazonry of leaves. 

Here will my heart the hymn of hope new take, 
And from thy gracious presence I will go, 

My spirit rhythmic with thy lofty strain. 

Thursday and Friday I am in the beautiful valley 
of Livermore, where the finest wines in the state are 
produced, rivaling those of France and Burgundy in 
delicacy of flavor. The soil is high—four hundred 
feet above the level of the sea—so that vinyards es- 
cape dampness, and drink in the warmth of the sun, 
with sufficient moisture so that the heat does not 
parch, but the gentle flame is transformed to richest 
juice. This valley is named after Robert Livermore, 
au English boy, who ran away from his ship, married 
the daughter of a Spanish alcade, received large 
grants of land, and fifty years ago was one of the 
mighty men of this country, enterprising and adven- 
turous. 

I gave two lectures to full houses, and find a large 
Liberal element. The prospect is bright for a per- 
manent organization. This country is too good for 
the churches. Where nature smiles so brilliantly, the 
banners of Freethought should greet the sky. This 
valley has only been settled a few years. The land 
was once considered worthless, but it now ranks with 
the best producing sections of California. All sorts 
of fruit can be raised—grapes, apricots, peaches, 
pears, cherries, figs, ete. —but it takes a small fortune, 
however, to start a farm here; but the outlay is won- 
derfully remunerativ. 

Tam at Petaluma next week, April 26th, 27th, and 
28th; at Stockton, May 1st and 8th; Napa City, 
May 3d, 4th, and 5th; at Sacramento, May 15th and 
22d. I expect to be at Ukiah, Grass Valley, ete., 
June 5th, and plan to be at Ashland, Oregon, June 
12th; at Talent, June 19ih; at Salem, Silverton, 
June 21st, 22d, and 23d; and other places in Oregon 
and Washington Territory, but the dates are not yet 
fixed. SawvEL P. Purnam. 

San José, Cal., April 28, 1887. 
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One of the Reasons Why Dr. McGlynn was Deposed. 
From an interview with a Sun reporter in 1870. 

“Tam opposed to Catholics making application for ap- 
propriations from the state for separate schools. I am sure 
Mr. Preston did not express the Catholic wish and sentiment 
on the subject. I assert that we do not wish to unite 
secular and religious education. Our public schools are the 
pride and glory of Americans, and should be made institu- 
tions where Christians and Infidels, Jews and gentiles, may 


alike send their children to be educated, without any fear 
that they would be subjected to any religious or sectarian 
bias. An Infidel, Jew, or Mohammedan has the same rights 
in our government that you or I hav; and the rights of all 
should be respected. The business of public education 
should be in the hands of seculars, and not intrusted to our 
religious orders.” 


Editorial Notes. 


‘Every minister,” says the Christian at Work, should 
be a 128th Psalm man.” Well, if they ought to be, they are 
not. Most of them are 109th Psalm men in sentiment, and 
but two or three centuries ago were in practice. 


A German evangelical journal says that Protestantism in 
Germany suffers greatly from the growth of unbelief and the 
activity of the Roman Catholic church. Were it not that the 
Evangelical church is supported by the government, the 
schismatics of the Luther kind would hav a hard road to 
hoe. The church ought to persuade Bismarck not to trade 
with the pope. 


We learn from press dispatches from Lynchville, Va., that 
Mrs. E. D. Slenker, of Snowville, has been arrested by an 
agent of Anthony Comstock’s society on a charge of violat- 
ing the United States postal law against the mailing of im- 
moral literature, and lodged in jail in default of $2,000 bail. 
Up to the hour of going to press no further information is 
obtainable, but it is safe to assume that the charge is ground- 
less and that the arrest is but another of those outrages with 
which the people hav become familiar under the Comstock 
law. 


Ar the first meeting of the Anti-Poverty Society, of which 
Dr. McGlynn is president and Henry George a conspicuous 
member, held in Chickerivg Hall last Sunday, Mr. George 
said : èt 

“ This society does not propose to ask what beliefs its members 
hold. If Archbishop Corrigan wishes to join, good and welcome; 
if Colonel Ingersoll wishes to join, good and welcome. We are 
not here to pray to God, but to do the work of God; to arouse the 
religious sentiment in man to do what charity and creeds hav not 
done—to abolish poverty. 'The churches, 80 far from striving to do 
this, condemn and persecute the priest who dares to hft up this 
standard—who would labor for the poor.” 

It is a healthy sign that Archbishop Corrigan’s name was 
received with hisses, and Colonel Ingersoll’s name with 
** prolonged and tremendous cheers," from an audience that 
filled every inch of floor room in the big hall. 


Tux Catholic Union and Times prints this paragraph : 


t The Infidel sheet, Tax TRUTH SEEKER, which, if it seeks hasn't 
found truth yet, scoffs at miracles, of course. We hav heard of 
certain so-called Christian preachers who think ita mark of ad- 
vanced thought and profound mind to do the same." 

In following the example of Taz Trora SEEKER, we think 
the “so-called Christian preachers” do well. But if Mr. 
Cronin will get one of the too numerous Catholic representa- 
tivs of Christian omnipotence to perform a genuin miracle— 
say raising a dead man—we promis not to scoff any more, 
and also to use our influence with the so-called Christian 
preachers to get them to abstain. A miracle performed this 
year would be worth more to the church, whose trade is fall- 
ing off, than forty performed eighteen hundred years ago, 
and which are not susceptible of verification. 


Bearing in mind that this is a country where civil law is 
superior to ecclesiastical canons, the Roman Catholic priests 
of California are carrying their heads high. Two years or so 
ago a Stockton couple were married by a Methodist minister, 
upon whom the California law confers authority for such 
performance. Recently a child was born, and the father 
asked the minister to baptize it. Hearing of this, the priest 
of Stockton called upon the gentleman, told him that his 
child was illegitimate, that his wife was a concubine, that 
unless he was married by a Catholic priest the child would 
be damned, and that he and his wife would continue to liv 
in concubinage and under the anathema of the church of 
Rome. The young man was raised a Catholic, but renounced 
his allegiance when he became of age. His wife is still a 
Catholic and the two are now completely demoralized. The 
father vows that he will not submit to the priest and will 
probably run the risk of being damned. 


pe ME 

Saysa Christian writer on ** Our Religious Instincts” in the 
May Forum: 

t When the Agnostic peruses some new critique of the Theistic 
argument, or the latest examination of the belief in a future life, 
he throws his hat in the air in exultation, confident that the super- 
stition cannot survive such another fatal exposure, and timid 
Christians themselvs turn pale with apprehension of the coming 
downfallof the church. But when, the nine days’ wonder over, the 
new dialectical or scientific cannonade has passed by, the flag of 
Christian trust and hope is seen floating as jubilantly as ever over 
the ancient walls.” 

The religious instinct, of which Mr. Bixby boasts, is the 
instinct of fear—the same instinct that made man in the sav- 
age state crouch before the lightning flash and the roll of 
thunder; made him seek to propitiate the powerful sun, and 
offer sacrifices to deified phenomena; that made him giv 
personality to animals and plants, to streams and winds and 
stars, and bow before them all. If Christians are satisfied 
with the permanence of that instinct, let them hav what com- 
fort they derive from it. To the philosopher such permanence 
is valuable only as it reveals that man is still in the bondage 
of animalism. 


Ir Spiritualist mediums practice medicin, or heal diseases 
in any way, receiving pay therefor, they must take out a 
license when in Pennsylvania. Mrs. Sarah Patterson, of 
Philadelphia, who calls herself a medium, was charged by 
the County Medical Society with practicing medicin and sur- 
gery without a license, and a Philadelphia jury has declared 
her guilty. The defense set up by the defendant's counsel, 
Carrie B. Kilgore, and her husband, Damon Y. Kilgore, was 
that Mrs. Patterson was & medium and under the control of 
spirits, and was not responsible for what she had done in a 
trance. The defendant's counsel are both Spiritualists. 
After the verdict was announced, Mrs. Kilgore, the lawyer, 
made a motion for a new trial and an arrest of judgment, 
saying that they would file their reasons within the pre- 
scribed time. The motion was granted, and in the mean 
time the judge permitted the defendant to renew her bail. 


In his charge to the jury, Judge Arnold said: ‘The ques- 
tion before you is a simple question, whether or not the de- 
fendant practiced medicin, surgery, or any of their branches 
for gain, aud received or accepted certain fees from the two 
witnesses. If she did, she is guilty in manner and form as 
she stands iudicted, unless you believe that she was insane 
and not responsible for her acts; and if you acquit her on 
that ground, you are to say, ‘Not guilty on the ground of 
insanity,’ and then we can put her iu an asylum. Spiritual- 
ism is no defense whatever. '"Thorefore, dismiss all you hav 
heard about Spiritualism.” 


Some of our good Liberals about New York (who, by the 
way, do not subscribe for Tas Trura Seeker, though they 
ought to), think that our artist ** drew it too strong" when 
he pictured as knocking at the doors of our public schools a 
Catholic priest with a suggestion of the devil about him. We 
trust that we shall not offend our fastidious friends if we re- 
mark that we consider the picture in our issue of April 30th 
to be one of Mr. Heston’s happiest inspirations, and we would 
not change a single one of its suggestions. The only apology 
that we could make to anyone would be to the devil for in- 
timating that he could be a Catholic priest. But, then, we 
don’t care for the devil, either. 


Som enterprising showmen hav built and set up in this 
city a fac simile of an old London street, showing the archi- 
tectural styles, and the mode of the shopmen's and mechan- 
ic’s lives, of several centuries. It is an entertaining and 
instructiv historical exhibition. But we notice in the little 
paper published to advertise it the showmen keep standing a 
wild fable called, ** Chaplain McCabe’s Dream of Ingersoll- 
ville.” Showmeu should always keep their shows before the 
public by mcans of printer's ink, but to do so it is not neces- 
sary to insult a large number of people by printing and re- 
printing the delirious imagiuings of a Methodist preacher, 
whose chief claim to notoriety is his successful mendicancy. 
Unless the Old London Street showmen propose to get their 
money from churches and Sunday-schools, they will do well 
to ignore dreams resulting from too great indulgence in 
spirits of any sort—the '' spirit of God” not excepted. 


Tue Methodist preachers of Oregon are hard to please. 
The Dayton Chronicie tells this story: ‘‘In his circuit a 
zealous brother of the Methodist persuasion has for one of 
his flock a widow, poor, lone, and forlorn, as women in her 
circumstances are wont to be. The widow was in arrcars 
with her church dues, and as she had no money, prevailed 
upon her instructor to take what was due him in anything 
he could fiud that he liked about the house. Among other 
possessions of the widow were two fine hams, one of which 
she offered to the minister, but, true to his greedy, selfish 
nature, he took both hams and a piece of backbone which 
he found with them. An ordinary man would hav been 
satisfied and kept his mouth shut after getting away with the 
whole thing, but this follower of the Lord was not. He had 
hardly got home before he began to find fault with the 
hams, said they smelt bad, and he believed they were not 
good. After using what he could of them, he again called 
upon the widow and informed her that the hams failed to 
satisfy him, and he should still hold that she was in his debt.” 
The woman, adds the Chronicle, has the sympathy of the en- 


tire neighborhood. 
o 


Religious War in Tonga. ' 
From the Otago, N. Z., Daily Times. 
AvckLAND, February 8. 

News from Tonga indicates that the long-expected religious 
war between the Wesleyan and Free churches has at last 
broken out, and it has taken the unexpected form of an 
attempted assassination of the Rev. Shirley Baker (premier), 
who founded the Free church. On Thursday evening, Jan- 
uary 13th, about 7:90 o'clock, as Mr. Baker was driving in 
his buggy, with his daughter Beatrice and his son Shirley, 
close to their own house and the King's palace, Mr. Baker 
saw some men coming down under & fence with their guns 
pointed at the buggy, and another man in the roadway. He 
called to Shirley, who immediately jumped down and told 
the man to giv him his gun and said, ‘ Don’t fire.” The 
men at the fence said, ** Wi wi" (Do it), and immediately he 
fired, hitting Shirley in the left arm. The men at the feuce 
were peering round, trying to get a sight at Mr. Baker, but 
either the carriage lamp dazed them, or else they were afraid 
of hitting Miss Baker. Anyhow, they did not fire, and all 
cleared away. The horse sprang forward when the shot was 
fired, having been hit with one of the slugs, and Miss Baker 
was thrown out, severely hurting her neck and back. Shir- 
Icy said, ‘Iam all right.” But his father must hav seen his 
arm was shattered, and drove furiously off for a doctor. 
There was great yelling out, and the whole town was soon 
on the scene, armed with guns, axes, clubs, spears, etc. The 
doctor attending Shirley found he had received a very severe 
wound, inflicted by threc or four slugs, which had entered 
the inside of the arm and come out just below the joint. 
Some people sayt hey heard two reports almost simultane- 
ously, and support their statement by the fact that the lamp 
was struck in two places, and the splashboard of the buggy 
also. Miss Baker was wounded in the thigh in two places. 
A great many boats hav arrived full of armed inen, also 
two schooners with some four hundred men. "There was 
a fearful yelling, and the warriors marched round about 
firing their guns in all directions. In the afternoon a 
crowd of them massed around the prison yelling and beat- 
ing in the doors with their riflo-butts. Four shots were 
fired which penetrated the prison walls. On Saturday 
the Hoabai warriors started out in gangs and plundered 
a number of town and country villages so far as the Wes- 
leyans are concerned. In the district of Horna the Wes- 
leyans were stripped of all their possessions and turned out 
of their homes, 
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Communications. 


Mrs. Colman’s Reminiscences. 


Before I legve Ohio I think I will introduce the 
reader to some persons, not because of their opinions 
_ upon slavery, but to show the ignorance that existed at 
that time upon social matters in some parts of that state. 
At the close of one of our meetings we were informed 
that we would be hospitably entertained at the house 
of Mr. E., some four miles distant, and a person in 
the house would take us in his sleigh to the place. 
On arriving, we found a good house and a cordial 
welcome. The host was a man of sixty years or 
thereabouts, with a second wife of about fifty years. 
` The wife was very inferior to the husband, and had 
married, as many another woman has, for the sake of 
a home, and found the home had cost much more 
than its worth. 

Mr. E. was very communicativ, and soon gave me 
his history. He, with his former wife, both from 
Massachusetts, were members of the Presbyterian 
church, and during a revival in the town, which was 
where he was then living, the wife became so excited, 
fearing her children would be sent to hell should they 
liv to be men and women, that she cut the throats of 
two of them. The third was strong enough to break 
away from the mother, and so saved his life. This 
wife was confined some months in an asylum, & 
maniac, but the church could not hav the name of a 
murderer on its books, and so it excommunicated 
her. The husband then withdrew his name. When 
the poor crazed woman became calm, the husband 
took her home, and caused her to giv birth three dif- 
ferent times to a child. The first, a girl, was idiotic, 
and her depravity was beyond description. She 
would wander off and become the victim of some 
masculin demon, and had more than once been de- 
livered of a child too much deformed to liv. Fol- 
lowing her birth, a son was born, more than half a 
fool, but not given to licentiousness. Then a third 
son was born, an entire idiot. As this man told me 
of these things, I was so roused that I said, “ You 
permitted yourself to be the father of three idiot 
children—the mother a woman who had been driven 
mad by the cruelty of her religious creed ? “Why,” 
said he, “she was harmless, and she was my wife.” I 
wondered if he had learned that abominable way of 
treating a wife from the Bible. The eldest son had 
been given the farm. The two idiot sons were to be 
supported by him, and the daughter wandered a vag- 
abond upon the face of the earth. 

The second wife, a widow, with one daughter, had 
married, expecting in that way to make a home for 
herself and child. She was not allowed to hav her 
daughter with her on account of the expense; and 
she, the wife, what was she? ‘Will some one tell me, 
when it means, as it did in this case, legal prostitu- 
tion, if such wifehood is less degrading than when a 
mother goes upon the street and yields herself to 
some stranger who has not disgusted her with long 
years of such brutality? Alas! that woman does not 
yet own her own physical body ! 

One more anecdote of Ohio customs forty years 
ago. A convention was to be held at Crestline. 
The railroad had just been opened, and a depot 
built. The western Abolitionisís owned a commodi- 
ous Lent, which was transported to this place. A 
number of the more distinguished lecturers from 
Massachusetts were to be present, and, as was 
expected, a large crowd was in attendance, the new 
railroad facilities making it easy to reach the place. 
I arrived early in the morning of the opening day of 
the meeting. A gentleman met me at the depot, and 
ascertaining that I was Mrs. Colman, said that I was 
to be entertained at his house. On reaching his 
home, I was met by a young lady with whom I had 
become acquainted the year previous in Michigan. 
She came to me with outstretched arms, wound them 
about my neck, and burst into a fit of violent weep- 
ing. I at length succeeded in soothing her so that 
she told me her grief. She was a resident of Phila- 
delphia, and had been spending a year with an uncle 
in the West. In that time she had become engaged 
to a young man, the brother of her uncle’s wife, who 
was accompanying her home to make the acquaintance 
of her family. As both families were very activ dis- 
tinguished Abolitionists, the young couple had taken 
this convention on their way. Theyhad been met on 
their arrival at Crestline, and invited to this house, 
and given for the night one room with two beds, the 
room so small that there was just space enough to 
walk between the beds. I said: * You poor, foolish 
child. You are crying because you hay stayed fora 
night with people so unsophisticated that they had 
no idea that chaste, pure people required bolts and 
bars to keep them from wronging each other. Wipe 
your eyes. There is no need of crying because you 
hav been entirely trusted by people who did not 
know you, and what is of much greater consequence 
to you, you -hav proved your lover's character to be 
unblemished under temptation.” That day the house 
was 80 filled that the two beds were made into one, 

nd five persons occupied the room which had been 
cel] of suffering and mortification to my little lady 


on the first night of her arrival, The young lover 
made his bed with other gentlemen on the floor of 
the room out of which the little room opened. 

I cannot leave this place without recording another 
case of “womans wrongs.” A cousin of mine 
charged me to keep out of my “ Reminiscences” all 
reference to woman’s rights. I am troubled to find 
woman’s rights, so much of woman’s wrongs comes 
up to my memory. I saw no appearance of the get- 
ting ready of our hostess to attend the meeting, and 
so ventured to say, “Are you not going to the meet- 
ing?" * How can you ask? The house full, dinner 
to get for the crowd; two babies, the oldest not one 
year older than the youngest, and already heavy with 
another—can you think I hav time or wish to go?" 
I said, “ Hav you no help?" She answered: “ Yes; 
my sister is here to take care of the children to-day. 
Oh, go and talk about the slave’s wrongs, and if you 
can find one as much a slave as myself, both night 
and day, take her my pity!” I said: “ Will you let 
me help you to-day? Let me plan for you. Giv us 
just some bread and butter at noon, and I will help 
you to get the dinner after the afternoon session.” 
She said she feared her husband would not like it. 
I said: “Leave him to me. I am to speak this 
morning, and I shall hav something to say to him, 
and I wish you to hear it.” The sister joined me in 
persuasion, and the poor woman went to the meet- 
ing. I found my tongue unloosed, and said as much 
for oppressed wifehood as for the chattel slave. I 
hav never seen this family since. 

I went to Indiana and Illinois after leaving Ohio. 
Very little antislavery work had ever been done in 
Indiana, and the people were too stupid to be easily 
aroused. I had suffered all the inconveniences, seem- 
ingly, of Western life, but the half has not been told. 
A sample of the hotels may be amusing. I found in 
my room a bed and a broken chair—no article for 
the toilet whatever. This was to be put up with 
without wry faces where we were given without 
money or price the best they had; but in a hotel 
which had a large swinging sign on which was 
painted in large letters, “ Preserve the Union,” and 
for which I paid $1.50 per day, I felt like demanding 
a little more, and so asked for water in my room for 
a bath in the morning. Quite late, so late that I was 
already dressed, despairing of the bath, I was con- 
fronted with a man, with what they used in Massa- 
chusetts to call an iron skillet, differing from a kettle 
in the form of its handle, which, instead of a bail, 
was a straight handle projecting from one side, like 
a spider. He presented me with this skillet, in 
which was & quart of water, saying that the delay was 
on account of the using.of the “thing,” as he called it, 
to cook the meat in for breakfast, and the towel had 
to be washed and ironed, in proof of which the towel 
was warm from the ironing. Lucy N. Corman. 

Syracuse, April 2, 287. 

ooo 
Some Sunday Reflections. 
Suggested by the Evening Sun. 

If I were & philosopher, I might offer some reflec- 
tions on, and draw some deductions from, certain 
perplexities that beset men of this city on Sundays. 

As, for instance, if I were a philosopher, I might 
ask myself where freedom of action ends and restraint 
begins. 

On Sunday Mr. de Smyth is at liberty, if he isa 
member of an uptown club, to enter its reception- 
room, call for any beverege—vinous, malt, or alco- 
holic—and hav it brought to him with most perfunct- 
ory elegance by a swallow-tailed waiter. But Mr. de 
Smyth is not permitted on that holy day to buy beer, 
wine, or liquor at & hotel or a saloon. 

On Sunday John Smith is free to go to the park 
and listen to the strains that issue from the kiosk on 
the mall, but he is restrained on that holy day from 
listening to instrumental music in a public hall. He 
may go to a concert in the evening, where gems from 
operas are sung by Patti or Schalchi, but he cannot 
hear an opera in its entirety. 

On Sunday he may take a pleasure trip on & steam- 
boat, may witness a swimming-match, but he is de- 
barred from seeing athletes bat a baseball. 

On Sunday he may buy a cigar, but it is made a 
crime to sell him a pair of gloves or an umbrella. 

On Sunday he may wander in the parks and look 
at the statuary, but the doors of the public museums 
of art are closed to him. 

On Sunday Mr. Smith may buy a novel at the 
news-stand, but the doors of the great libraries are 
closed and bolted to him. . 

On Sunday he may drive with considerable rapidity 
on the Boulevard, but he may not witness a race. 

On Sunday his coachman is permitted to drive him 
to the church door, and wait on the box till service is 
over, and after that may drive him to his club, where 
Mr. de Smyth gets his dinner and his bottle of '64 
Hochheimer, but the coachman may not take either 
wife or sweetheart on Sunday to a grove where there 
are music and beer. 

On Sunday he may buy a good dinner either at his 
club or at a hotel, but the grocers are forbidden, 
under heavy penalties, to sell to him the wherewithal 
to make a Sunday dinner at home. 

On Sunday he may look at the panorama in 59th 


street, but the sight of a pantomime in 14th street is 
debarred him. ; 

On Sunday he may see stereoscopic illustrations 
thrown on canvas at the Grand Opera House, corner 
of 23d street and 8th avenue, but he is not allowed to 
feast his eyes at the pictures in the American Muse- 
um, corner of 63d street and 8th avenue. 

On Sunday he may hear the blare of trumpets and 
the music of Cappa’s band at the head of a funeral 
parade, but itinerant musicians with the best of inten- 
tions and wind are not allowed to play for him on 
this same Sunday. 

Strange, isn’t it? 

And if I were & philosopher I might descant on 
the howness of the why, but as I am not, I simply 
state the facts. 

uud : 

In London a scholar translates the “Arabian 
Nights,” expurgating nothing, which makes it a very 
interesting book. 

The scholar is thought to hav done a scholarly 
and meritorious work. 

In New Jersey a man sells another unabridged 
classic called “The Heptameron,” and now languishes 
in state prison for doing it. 

If I were a philosopher, enjoying the whisperings 
of the winds through the leaves in the park, and lis- 
tening to the twitter of the birds in the branches, 
and enjoying the way in which the bold zephyrs kiss 
the splashing waters of the fountain as they shoot up 
into the air, I might dilate on the fact that the book- 
seller who sold Yale College and Harvard College, the 
* National,” and other libraries, this same “ Heptam- 
eron" is enjoying the balmy air and splashing foun- 
tain, and the other et ceteras. 

Bolted and barred, the New Jersey prisoner may 
reflect, with profit, on the fact that the same book- 
seller is enjoying the above-mentioned et ceteras, 
together with life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi- 
ness, at the rate of from ten to twenty-five cents a 
glass, from the sale of unabridged editions of the 
“ Arabian Nights,” while he is chewing the cud of re- 
flection in company with musketoes and pollywogs on 
the New Jersey flats for selling unabridged copies of 
“ The Heptameron.” 

Strange, isn’t it ? 

Whether the reflection will bring him much com- 
fort is difficult to say, but it certainly will convince 
him that different results flow from the same act. 

When he shakes New Jersey mud from his dis- 
gusted heels, and has further calls for “The Hep- 
tameron,” he can refer inquirers to the libraries. 
which hav it on their shelves, though possibly he may 
be jailed for his kind direction. 

How sorry I am not to be a philosopher ! 

Wm. Gro. O. 


A Serap from Australia. 


To rar Error or Toe Trove Seexer, Sir: Having 
been a constant reader of your splendid paper for 
some time past, I could not resist the temptation to 
forward you an item of the Freethought cause in this 
colony. For the Freethought of Australia I predict 
a glorious future. The Freethought ranks of Sydney, 
Melbourne, and Brisbane strengthen each month with 
really astonishing rapidity. Among us are the most 
indefatigable workers. Mr. Joseph Symes, of Mel- 
bourne, is without doubt the Ingersoll of Australia. 
He works like a veritable Trojan for the noble work 
of liberty. I fully believe that if Mr. Symes met his 
death through an accident, the majority of the par- 
sons in Melbourne would dance a can-can of delight. 
Sydney also has some splendid expounders of liberty, 
Mr. Collins being a wasp to the long-faced theologi- 
ans of that place. Dr. Hughes, an eminent scholar, 
also an M.A. and LL.D., is never happy unless tack- 
ling the unfortunate priest. 

We hav just achieved a great victory in New South 
Wales; that is, of placing a rank out-and-out Secu- 
larist in the Sydney parliament. Being an able lect- 
urer, and a fearless exponent of liberty, I am positiv 
he will be an addition to our law-makers. 

I view with admiration the independent and thor- 
ough republican spirit that is gradually growing in 
this sunny land, and I predict without hesitation a 
glorious united state republic for Australia within 
the next centery. Loyalty hereis only lip expression 
to toady to aristocrats and purple-clad rogues, or to 
find fat billets and big salaries for cads who are de- 
void of brains and biceps. 

During the last six months there has been a fearful 
depression, owing solely to the glut of foreign goods 
upon our market. Trade everywhere is at a stagna- 
tion. Men are walking the streets of Sydney con- 
tent to work for absurdly low salaries (in some cases 
for bread alone). Unless better legislation is awarded 
us in the future, Sydney will indeed be in a deplora- 
ble state. Such a condition of things in a colony of 
this description is a standing disgrace. We hav 
everything that nature can supply, yet we derive no 
benefit from it. 

Although Freethought societies hav such large 
numbers, orthodoxy reigns, and in a most bigoted, 
narrow manner. You would scarcely believe that a 
Roman Catholic paper advocated the assassination of 
a lecturer during his Victoria campaign. Ministers 
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innumerable Sunday after Sunday, belie us with 
their bombastic tirade. It is useless; truth will out. 
Iam very much pleased with Mr. Putnam's effort 
on the “New God." Itis splendid. I hav shown it 
to several, who greatly appreciate it. Mr. Peck's 
Bible or “Christian Absurdities” is a bon bouche. 
Mr. Dawes's “Has Christianity Benefited Woman ?" 
is also very good. I must now come toa conclusion, 
and wish American Secularism the success it so 
justly deserves. Sypney L. Bryce. 
Orchardleigh, Riverston, N. S. W. 


———— —9-4-9— ————— 
A New Rochelle, N. Y., Note. 


A comrade who passed through New Rochelle on 
his pilgrimage hither tells me that he there asked a 
minister in the street where he could go for a little 
warmth and quiet comfort, he being both wet and ill, 
and obliged to walk to New York. The gospel-sharp 
readily gave him a card with directions to some place 
where some traveling evangelists—save the mark !|— 
were shaking sinners over hell. He went, and took 
a seat by the stove. Soon the sky-pilot came to him 
and besought him to go up in front to the grunting- 
bench and pray for his lost soul. “No,” said he, “I 
came in here to get warm and be quiet. I am not 
lost; I am an old soldier on my way to the Home. 
It is my stomach that is in need, and if you hav any 
sympathy for me, the best thing for you to do is to 
giv me a restaurant ticket for a square meal.” “I 
see,” said the preacher, * you are a hard case, and I 
fear you. are past grace" Mr. Minister heeded not 
this poor soldier’s prayer to him for what he needed. 
How, then, shall the preacher hav answered his own 
prayers for grace? 

Shade of Thomas Paine! How long shall such 
leeches, deadbeats, sponges, and parasites pester the 
earth with the mockery of mercy and continue to 
work the paralysis of intelligence—and that, too, 
when a pandering president calls the suffering soldier 
who served his country well a “ government pauper?” 

Soldiers’ Home, Va. Jous P. Gump. 

—e 


Stand from Under. 


To the thoughtful it cannot escape observation that 
the present period of the civilized world is in a highly 
inflammatory state, as if the “ day of judgment” was 
really fast approaching. 

New York is said to be the richest city in the 
world. Fortunes are not now counted upon as of 
old, as a competence for old age, of fifty, sixty, or 
ninety thousand dollars, but millions upon millions. 

The day of reckoning seems to be approaching, and 
the question is being asked by the workingmen and 
thinkers, How hav all these millions been aggregated, 
and found comparativly in the hands of afew? It is 
evident it has not been the accumulation of honest 
labor or handicraft. Society is divided naturally into 
few classes—the farmer, the mechanic, the shop- 
keepers, pedlers, and schemers. Hence it is seri- 
ously asked, How comes this vast inequality of 
wealth?—this vast inequality of luxury and ostenta- 
tion on the one side, and abject poverty and starva- 
tion on the other?  Verily, the *day of judgment " 
is fast upon us. The day of reckoning is fast ap- 
proaching, and when it does arrive, sad may be the 
attitude of one of those unfeeling aristocrats, caught, 
as it were, with a stolen sheep on his back. 

As in the bull-fights in Italy the incensing red flag 
of tantalization to the too passiv bull arouses the 
animal to fight, even so the wealth of these bloated 
schemers is flaunted ‘before the workingman, placing 
him in a degrading position of subserviency. . 

It is too true that poverty, ignorance, and muscle 
are apt to be companions, as much as wealth, pedan- 
try, clerical pride, ostentation, and impudent assump- 
tion, and they are fast coming to an issue, and heaven 
only knows the result. Therefore the writer advises, 
Stand from under, for when nature's thunderbolt ex- 
plodes, we may get JESSY. 

— —49-8-99— — ——— 
"Hidden Dangers Unearthed by The Truth Seeker. 


From the Jewish Tumes. 

A careful and most valuable compilation of the sectarian 
enactments in the various states and territories appears in the 
TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL AND FREETHINKERS ALMANAO for 
1887, and was specially compiled for that periodical by a 
well-known New York lawyer. The great labor expended in 
searching ont these Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy laws was 
labor well spent, for they teach us that religious fanaticism 
and intolerance injected into politics hav in a great measure 
united church and state. There is not one of these enact- 
ments that may not on any day be invoked against citizens 
who do not profess the Christian religion. The Adventists, 
Jews, Agnostics, and the great body of Rationalists at large 
hav not the ‘‘ equal rights" guaranteed by the Constitution 
that Christians hav. There are several states in the Union in 
which an Agnostic cannot testify in court on account of his 
religious or non-religious opinions, and this though he might 
be & man of the purest morals and the loftiest intellect. 
There are states in which Jews and Adventists are fined if 
they violate the Sunday laws, and in Arkansas, in the case of 
the Adventists, persecution preceded the fine. This is a 
gross violation of Constitutional rights. 

In that extraordinary romance, * The Man Who Laughs,” 
the author shows that in England there are thousands of 
laws yet unrepealed and lying dormant which if enforced 


They are hidden dangers which may at any time be invoked 
to the terror of the people. In some of our own states, nota- 
bly so in Delaware and New Jersey, there are also hidden 
dangers which, if put into effect, would make both states 
petty ecclesiastical despotisms. 

——— —— 999 —— — — — — 

Concerning Comstock. 

From Pomeroys Democrat. 

Anthony Comstock, a crank who by some inscrutable per- 
formance of providence and class legislation is permitted to 
ply his vocation as an agent for the suppression of vice, is 
one of the most flagrant and determined offenders of law and 
public decency there is to be found in this country. 

There is not a state prison within the confines of the 
United States that has not on its criminal list men who in all 
of hcnesty, integrity, morality, and sympathy with that 
which is good, are not better types of manhood and mankind 
than is Anthony Comstock. ‘Years ago this man, who is put 
before the world as a Christian example, is charged with 
swindling people in the United States by advertising that for 
a certain sum of money he would send to them books con- 
taining matter which people would not care to read in public 
or before their families; thus he excited a prurient curiosity, 
and received orders and money, for which he sent cheap 
copies of the Bible. l 

This he considered a good joke, especially as it brought 
money to his pocket ; at least this is common report, and we 
believe has several times been proven against him. Then he 
uses names other than his own. For years he has been as- 
suming names and writing to the weak-minded, as he could 
obtain their post-office addresses, urging them to send for 
some contraband article, or has forged or used fictitious 
names of persons for the purpose of ordering from dealers in 
contraband goods, and the articles to be sent to his forged 
address, so that he could proceed against such persons as an 
agent of the law. : 

Of all the detectivs ever engaged in the United States there 
never was a more contemptible, sneaking, dishonest, and 
dishonorable one, or one who stoops to more dishonest means 
than does Anthony Comstock, allowing the editor of this 
paper to be a judge of such matters. : 

In his attacks upon persons who are engaged in that which 
may be called demoralization of public sentiment, he is care- 
ful only to pick up the weak, the defenseless, those who are 
poor, or against whom some prejudice has come to exist. 

He dare not arrest any man, or interfere with any corpora- 
tion of strength, any more than a coward dare tackle a man 
who is his superior. Yet he poses as an excellent public 
officer, and as a devout Christian. God save the mark! 

In the Hoffman House of this city are several very fine 
paintings, generally considered works of art. Not.long since 
the publisher of a newspaper in this city, with no thought or 
intent of violating the law of the land or of public decency, 
obtained permission to hav one of these pictures in the hotel 
&bove alluded to copied by the engraving process, and last 
week, when sending his papers with this copy of the cele- 
brated picture therein, was waited upon by Comstock, who, 
without any warrant or authority of law, proceeded there 
with his minions to take possession of this edition of the 
paper, tear out that portion of it containing the pictures, de- 
stroy the same, and them leave the premises. Action at law 
will be brought against Comstock for trespass and destruc- 
tion of property, when in fact a club should hav been brought 


‘against his head with such force as to hav deprived him of 


his commission. For the sake of argument we will assume 
the pictures, as presented in the newspaper, to hav been of 
the lewd or suggestiv character, but they were not. 

Walk along Broadway any pleasant afternoon and you will 
see women dressed in the most suggestiv manner, and will 
see hundreds of men standing on the sidewalk to gaze upon 
them; then go take adrink, and after that spend the evening 
in some house of ill-fame. Against these ordinary characters 
orthe places visited by those whose thoughts are fired by 
such suggestiv dressing, Anthony Comstock lifts no hand, 
nor does the society he is the agent of lift its voice against 
them or their ways. 

Inthe hotel hangs this picture visited by thousands and 
thousands of persons each year, and yet Anthony Comstock 
dare not walk into that hotel and lay his hand upon the 
picture. 

Were he to do so, his head would probably be cracked as 
fine as ice used for cooling champagne, should he ever at- 
tempt to interfere with the property of a man of wealth and 

ower. 
B Cromwell, the celebrated artist, every Sunday night at the 
Grand Opera Honse, corner of Eighth avenue and Twenty- 
third street, exhibits pictures larger than life, representing 
nude men and women.  - 

They are copies of works of art. Thousands and tens of 
thousands of the best citizens of the country attend these 
lectures in order to behold what art has accomplished. 

Anthony Comstock dare not go into the Grand Opera 
House and seize the pictures belonging to Professor Crom- 
well thus presented, but should some poor devil of a printer 
photograph or engrave copies of any of these nude pictures, 
and offer them as copies of works of art, Anthony Comstock 
pounces upon such person struggling to obtain an honest 
livelihood, nor lets up until the court has discharged the so- 
called offender, and reprimanded the insulting and meddle- 
some agent, as is done in the majority of cases where arrests 
are made at the instigation of this religious ass, who is doing 
more to bring morality into disrepute than is being done by 
all of those who are engaged in selling that which one law 
declares to be immoral and another law declares to be pure. 
It is about time that the legislature of this state took this 
matter in hand, and repealed all of the laws operating in this 
state in which Anthony Comstock or his society thus pro- 
ceeds to an interference with the private rights of honest, 
well-meaning citizens. : 

There are scores and scores of places in this city where 
men and women meet for the most immoral purposes; where 
gambling and deliberate robbery are carried on, but the door- 
Keepers of these places are generally men of courage, 80 that 
Anthony Comstock and his assistants never care to enter 
them, or even to look at them as they pass by. 


would make that country one of the most, despotic on earth, | Some of these days the agent for the suppression of vice 


will mysteriously disappear, and no trouble will be taken to 
find him. While he is a large, well-dressed, portly, Christian 
gentleman in the estimation of a few, in the opinion of the 
many, in which opinion Pomeroy's Democrat concurs, he is a 
dirty, cowardly crank, who delights in leading the weak into 
ways of wickedness, then, for the so-called glory of God and 
Comstock, robbing them of what they hav, and breaking the 
hearts of their relativs. . 
tO 


A Shocking Outbreak. 


From the Milwaukee Sentinel. 

There are cities in which preachers are perturbed: concern- 
ing the Sunday pleasures of the populace, and even raise 
their voices against Sunday newspapers. Mostly, the popu- 
lace goes on in its accustomed Sunday ways, indifferent to 
appeals and scoldings; and mostly the Sunday newspapers 
are respectful toward the preachers, hurling back no contu- 
melious stone. But there is a painful exception in the last 
respect in Cincinnati. Goaded out of the attitude of calm 
endurance which & quiet conscience sustains in the case of 
the Sunday newspaper, the Commercial Gazette let fly at a 
$4,000 preacher who hurls the Sunday commandment toward 
all offenders. 

We are in a measure shocked to find that newspaper re- 
citing many things concerning the ways of the average 
$4,000 preacher. Among others, that he has, in addition to 
his salary, a handsome furnished parsonage free of rent—of 
many rooms, on a good street, with good ventilation, good 
furniture, water, gas, and other modern conveniences, and 
all the necessaries and many of the luxuries and elegances of 
living; good feeding in continual variety, in which the temp- 
tation and indulgence of appetite is more considered than the 
necessities of sustenance or that plain, self-denying physiolog- 
ical living which promotes the health of body and brain; he is 
free in the indulgence of another of the appetites which tend 
to excess and in which excess is physical and mental destruc- 
tion. Sickness does not stop his $4,000 salary; also, it goes 
on when he takes his vacation at a summer resort to recover 
from his exbaustiv brain-work and to brace up his over- 
worked digestiv organs. At the summer pleasure resort he 
finds special reduced rates for preachers, and the interstate 
commerce law makes an exclusiv reservation to him of the 
railroad favors which it prohibits to all other persons. Fees 
for weddings and funerals and christenings and various gifts 
add to hisincome. Compared with the mental work done by 
leading lawyers, judges, and journalists, his pulpit deliver- 
ances are not an excessiv strain. 

It is painful to draw further from the tirade of the offensiv 
Cincinnati paper, but we must. Thus it continues: On the 
Sunday morning he eats a warm breakfast, for the cooking 
of which on the Sabbath the law of Moses would put the 
whole family to death; in a Sunday-cooked dinner of much 
richness and variety, he takes compensation for his work by 
an indulgence of appetite which is prone to exceed the limits 
of his physical, mental, and spiritual welfare; a supper fol- 
lows the afternoon inertia of fulness, with some delicacy 
freshly cooked to stimulate the jaded palate. ‘All that is 
necessary to bealthy nourishment could be cooked the day 
before, as the Sabbath law commanded. In the three cooked . 
meals for his indulgence of the pleasure of eating beyond the 
actual necessities, he has thrice done that which the seventh- 
day Sabbath commandment made a mortal sin, for which it 
stoned the whole household to death.” Continues this im- 
pertinent journal: ‘‘ In comparison with the mass he has, in 
all days of the week and on Sunday, an exceptional share of 
enjoyment of what the scripture calls ‘ the lusts of the flesh, 
the lusts of the eye, and the pride of life.'" Then follows a 
comparison of the condition of the wage-worker to whom 
this preacher applies for Sunday the seventh-day Sabbath 
commandment. 

But no more of this. 
ashamed of itself. 

o 
That Suppressed Conference Report. 
From Secular Thought. 

Taz Truru SEEKER has got hold of a good thing, and it 
can be trusted for making the most of it. A correspondent 
of that paper sends from Philadelphia a transcript of thc 
Rev. Dr. Jones’s report to the chairman of a church confer- 
ence on the state of religion, the true condition and prospects 
of the church general in regard to vitals, godliness, and 
sound doctrin, the inroads which Infidelity has made upon 
the faith of the people, etc., in the Eastern states. The 
report is indeed an extraordinary document, and if trust- 
worthy—and no doubt it is—the publication of it ought to 
make a sensation. It is no wonder that the conference did 
not see fitto authorize the publication of the report themselvs. 
There were altogether too many damaging confessions made 
for the report to be palatable, and so they ordered it to te 
laid aside in the mean time. But all the same, it got into the 
hands of the Philistines. 

Dr. Jones finds a deplorable state of affairs in the church. 
Everything is out of joint. The hynology is ‘‘namby-pam- 
by;” the sermonizing provocativ of sy inanity and listless- 
ness ;” the doctrin of eternal retribution for sin has become 
a mere '' scare-crow in a field of corn.” Redempticn by thc 
blood of Christ, and sanctification by the holy spirit, are 
* not believed in by one in a hundred of the clergy under 
forty years of age." Family worship has gencrally been 
given up; baptism of infants isso seldom seen in church that 
& person who examins the records would ‘‘suppose that all 
the mothers of Israel had been stricken with barrenness.” 
The weekly prayer-meetings sre in a *' most discouraging 
condition,” ‘and in a majority of instances a more sleepy, 
perfunctory, and dreary performance you could scarcely con- 
ceive of.” He has some strong strictures upon the intellect- 
ual caliber of the students in seminaries. They dre, as a 
rule, ‘‘ not fitted either by ability, education, or manners to 
meet the necessities of the time.” The charity training of 
the average student, the reverend doctor caustically says, 
** begun when a youth is taken from the shop or the plow- 
tail, and continued as it is for years, robs him ef his man- 
hood, self-respect, and spirit of independence, and makes 
him a mere truckling slave and parasite.” The literature 
which the people comprising the congregations read ‘‘ is 
steeped in Infidelity in its most insidious forms.” If the 
reverend doctor’s facts are sound, Secularists can compla- 
cently look on for a few more years and their doctrins will 
be espoused by all men. Christianity, as 8 living religion, 
affecting the lives of men, has sunk below the horizon. But 
then, the doctor did not come to Canada—he would find the 
church lively enowgh here. 


The Commercial Gazette should be 
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Very Cheap Pamphlets. 


We hav on hand a large number of the following 
of Colonel Ingersoll’s pamphlets, which will be dis- 
posed of at cost, as follows: “ Ingersoll Catechised : 
His Answers to a Number of Vital Questions Pro- 
pounded by the Editor of the San Franciscan,” 
singly, 3 cents ; per dozen, 30 cents; per hundred, $2. 

“ Orthodoxy,” a lecture, fifty-four closely printed 
large 12mo pages, 10 cents; fifteen for $1; and $6 
per hundred. 

“Civil Rights Speech,” including the address of 
Frederick Douglass, fifty-three large octavo pages, 
singly, 10 cents; fifteen for $1; and $6 per hundred. 

We suggest that these be purchased in quantities, 
and given away to good Christians, and it is with that 
not unreasonable expectation that the prices hav been 
placed so low. 

Labor's Suicide. 

Cardinal Manning, of London, has explained why 
the condemnation of the Knights of Labor has been 
removed by the Roman Catholic church. Summa- 
rized, the reasons are: 

1. Since the formation of the order, the general 
master workman has been changed, and he is now a 
faithful Catholic. 

2. That the constitution and laws hav also been 
modified to suit the church. 

3. That there is no obligation to secrecy toward a 
competent ecclesiastical authority even outside of the 
confessional. f 

4. That there is now no hostility toward the church 
in the order. 

5. That a large proportion of the membership of 
the order are faithful, practicing Catholics. 

These reasons speak well for the sharpness of the 
managers of the church in remodeling an organiza- 
tion which as first inaugurated was inimical to eccle- 
siastical influence. When Infidel Stevens was a mem- 
ber of the executiv board of the order, the organiza- 
tion devoted itself to secular work, without regard to 
what the church thought. Mr. Powderly had less 
power then than now; but since the Knights came 
prominently before the publie, the latter has suc 
ceeded in putting the church shackles upon them, 
More than any other man is Mr. Powderly responsi- 
ble for the servility of the order to the church, and 
for the changes in the constitution. Every new 
disclosure indicates that our judgment of months ago 
was accurate. The master workman has sold the 
order out to Rome. 

It appears to us that the Knights hav made an 
error which will be fatal to them. No army can suc- 
ceed where half the soldiers traitorously reveal their 
plans to the enemy. The fight of the Knights is in 
behalf of labor. Their enemies are the wealthy con- 
servativs of society, and the church is always on the 
side of wealth and conservatism. Whether the 
Knights are right or wrong, we. are not now consid- 


ering. But from their standpoint, the policy forced 


upon them by the intrigues of Powderly with the 


priests is suicidal. The church will use them for its 
own purposes, and the purposes of Rome never run 
parallel with the interests of the lowly and the poor. 
Power consorts with power; wealth with wealth, and 
poverty must never expect to find an ally in the pal- 
aces of kings and popes. The church makes con- 
verts of people that it may liv upon them; the king 
cares for his subjects that they may fight royalty’s 
battles. Five years will see the Knights of Labor 
perfectly powerless unless their policy is changed. 

—— to —— —— 

A Great Man in Error. 


We regret that in his explanation of the reasons 
which impelled him to decline a reélection to the 
presidency of the Manhattan Liberal Club, Mr. T. B. 
Wakeman should hav made such inaccurate state- 
ments of facts as our reporter credits him with. We 
will not criticise his intention of assuming the mantle 
of Stephen Pearl Andrews, because before the death 
of that eminent gentleman he in some sort bequeathed 
his office to Mr. Wakeman, but we do most decidedly 
object when Mr. Wakeman states the opposit of truth 
about an occurrence in which we were concerned. 
Says the report: 


“Liberal affairs [said Mr. Wakeman] were in the condi- 
tion of the business of a grocer he knew who shut up his 
store in order to collect and square up accounts. Liberal- 
ism should go into liquidation. This made it necessary for 
Mr. Wakeman to follow the example of Colonel Ingersoll 
and withdraw, and he believed it to be the duty of all who 
hav been prominent in Liberal affairs to step down and out 
until some important question calls them to the front again. 
t They should stand aside,’ said the speaker, ‘ until the Lib- 
erals of the country find out that their proper position is the 
one of Leland and myself. Every step that organization has 
taken since we left the head of the League has been down- 
ward toward its destruction, and Liberalism as an organized 
power has grown less and less. Mr. Wakeman added that 
he prophesied this result at the time the Liberals turned him 
out of office as president of the League.” 


First. We are not aware that Liberalism is bank- 
rupt, and if it owes Mr. Wakeman anything he should 
mention the amount. So far as we know, whatever 
services Mr. Wakeman has rendered Liberalism hav 
been paid for in cash. 

Second. The illustrious man from whose name 
Mr. Wakeman thought to derive a reflected light has 
not “withdrawn” in any such sense as Mr. Wake. 
man's words imply. Those who make statements 
concerning others' purposes should be sure of their 
ground. 

Third. Mr. Wakeman’s assertions regarding the 
League are remarkably erroneous. He puts himself 
in the position of a man wronged by the Liberals of 
the country, inasmuch as they differed from himself 
and Mr. Leland. Ordinary folks, conversant with 
the facts, will fail to see where the injury to Mr. 
Wakeman has been done by so disagreeing, and we 
deny emphatically that Mr. Wakeman was turned out 
of the League. In Man of April 19, 1884, Messrs. 
Wakeman and Leland positivly refused to longer 
hold official connection with the League. Their 
words were a8 follows: 


“í NEW HANDS AT THE HELM. 

“In a late number of Man the Hon. A. B. Bradford, of 
Enon Valley, Pa., said: 

“‘ There are men in the land who are not identified either with 
the Liberal League or its opponents, and who, if they would invite 
a national convention to meet, might, from their high character, 
close up our ranks.’ 

“In a recent Index we read that its editors and ‘ thousands 
of Liberals’ decline to work with the National Liberal 
League on account of the demand for a repeal of the Com- 
stock United States postal laws, passed as a resolve at the 
later Congresses of the League. 

“ There is nothing so desirable as unity and coöperation 
among Liberals for the purpose of defense, propaganda, and 
constructiv effect upon society politically and socially. 

‘The above intimation reminds us of the propriety of 
timely notice that the editors of Man will not be candidates for 
any office of the League at the next Congress. They and Man 
and the New York Liberal Publishing Company think it best 
that & new deal should be then made so that, if possible, the 
elements referred to by Mr. Bradford and the Zndez should 
be brought forward and harmonized with the League. This 
object we announced previous to the last Congress, but be- 
cause it was not stated decisivly in time, the present officers 
were unanimously reélected, and in such a way and at such 
atime that they could not decline without endangering the 
safety of the League. 

* Now WE GIV AMPLE NOTIOE. There should be in our col- 
umns, and in the Liberal press generally, friendly suggestions 
as to our successors, so that the League may make the wisest 
possible selections. Every League and Liberal society of 
any kind in the country should be represented at the next 
Congress, whether they hav been able to agree with the course of 


the League or not. There will be the amplest opportunity fot 
the realization of Mr. Bradford’s suggestion by having the 
Liberals who hav not acted with the League join in a call of 
their own to meet in a free, uncommitted, and common Con- 
gress, to select new officers and inaugurate a new policy 
adapted to present conditions and issues. 

“We take this course: (1) Because we fear that past 
issues and differences cannot be removed from the minds of 
many Liberals except by a decided change of the personnel of 
the management of the League, and we would not stand in 
the way of its unity and welfare a moment by reason of past 
issues. (2) Then again, as we explained in our last paper, 
the Comstock issues which hav been a cause of difference 
hav been largely tried out, and their right decision can be 
perhaps better secured without giving to them what seems to 
many exceptional prominence. (8) Man could and would 
still advocate organization and the principles of the League, 
but no longer in any official or semi-official way. * 

** Now, let all those who believe in any kind of organiza- 
tion or coóperation of Liberal people in the United States 
consider who, as president and secretary, would best further 
that purpose. And whoever may be selected shall hav our 
hearty support. T. B. W. axo T. C. L” 

The paper, Man, was the organ of the League, Mr. 
Wakeman chief editor, and Mr. Leland the office 
editor. If they desired to hav the League and the 
Liberals of the country take the position held by 
them, why did they resign their offices? Was their 
refusal to hold office insincere, and but a feeble and 
unwilling putting away of a crown they still desired 
to wear? We certainly gave them credit for hon- 
esty, and still believe Mr. Leland, at least, meant 
what he said. The fact of the matter was, the 
League had lost all vitality, Man was not supported 
by the Liberals throughout the country, and Mr. 
Wakeman was enabled to print it only by the gener- 
osity of two wealthy gentlemen of New York. Peo- 
ple were displeased with the policy of the officers— 
hitching Ben Butlerism, and Socialism, and what not 
to the League platform—and a wide dissatisfaction 
was felt at just those official positions taken by Mr. 
Wakeman which he says now must be retakenor the 
League (now the American Secular Union) will die. 
It looks very much as though Mr. Wakeman really 
meant, Think as I do, and do as I say, or you cannot 
succeed ; and he certainly did not consider the facts 
when he said that since his resignation (not his dis- 
missal) the League had retrograded. The Liberals 
of the country are too familiar with the events sub- 
sequent to that period to need a specific denial of 
that statement. 

We are sorry, indeed, to hav to pen these words, 
and we forbear to say more. The ex-president of 
the Liberal Club should remember this: Freethinkers 
do not blindly follow any one, however eminent, and 
our gifted leaders should not be angry and sulk if 
personal disciples are not readily found in our ranks. 

————— O O ——— 


The Hebrews and the Sunday Law. 


The Hebrews of this city labor under a heavy dis- 
advantage since Mayor Hewitt has decided that the 
weekly holiday rests upon secular and not sacred 
grounds, for if they keep their religious day they lose 
one day's business more than their Christian compet- 
itors. The Saturday half-holiday bill which now 
awaits the governor's signature, is therefore welcomed 


by them as putting things upon a more equal footing. 


The rabbis are not slow of comprehension, either, and 
they fondly hope that the Saturday half-holiday may 
be the means of grace to many Hebrews who now 
attend to business on the last day of the week, in- 
stead of going to the synagogs. The rabbinical con- 
ference held last week discussed the following reso- 
lution: 


** Resolved, That this conference of Jewish ministers wel- 
comes the proposed Saturday half-holiday law as a useful 
and timely measure, both for the people at large and for the 
religious welfare of our community, and hopes that the Jew- 
ish community will make it the means of fully regaining and 
restoring the proper sanctity and esteem of the Biblical Sab- 
bath.” ; . 

The conference also condemned the present Sunday 
law, a8 interpreted by the authorities, which compels 
the Jewish shopkeepers who observe their own day. 
of worship to keep Sunday also. 

We are glad the sects are quarreling over this mat- 
ter, for thereby they may obtain sufficient wisdom to 
see the plain way out of the trouble by making Sun- 
day a blank day so far as the legality of doing busi- 
ness is concerned, but repealing all penalties for its 
non-observance. If shopmen want to keep their 
stores open, let them. If nobody buys, they would 
soon close. But if Sunday observance is to be 
enforced by law, we see no reason why the Jews 
should be specially favored. 
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Brave Minister, Good Young Men! 


The Christian Advocate, in its last week's issue, 
has this: 


“In one of the cities of Ohio an Infidel club brought 
Charles Watts, called *the Ingersoll of England, to lecture 
against Christianity. To forestall his influence as much as 
possible, the pastor of our church in that place, the Rev. J. 
R. Keys, prepared and printed with his own hands & quan- 
tity of leaflets containing the sayings of Washington, Grant, 
Gladstone, and Stanley, the African explorer, and had them 
distributed in the churches and Sunday-schools on the Suu- 
day before the lectüre. On the night of the lecture two 
youüg men stood at the entrance of the hall in which the lect- 
ure was delivered, and gave a leaflet to each person who 
entered, including the lecturer himself. The quotations 


were so appropriate that we print them this week in the | 


Home Department.” 

Just to show how imbecil the average Christian is 
in his “arguments” with Infidels, we copy the ex- 
tracts which are supposed to hav annihilated Mr. 
Watts and the Infidels of Ohio: 


* WasuiNGTON.—Of all the dispositions and habits which 
lead to political prosperity, religion and morality are indis- 
pensable supports. 
of patriotism who should labor to subvert these great pillars 
of human happiness, these firmest props of the duties of men 
and citizens. The mere politician, equally with the pious 
man, ought to respect and cherish them. A volume could 
not trace all their connections with public and private felicity. 
Let it be simply asked, where is the security for property, 
for reputation, for life, if the sense of religious obligation 
desert the oaths which are the instruments of investigation in 
courts of justice? And let us with caution indulge the sup- 
position that morality can be maintained without religion. 
Whatever may be conceded to the influence of refined edu- 
cation on minds of peculiar structure, reason and experience 
both forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail in 
exclusion of religious principle."— Farewell Address. 

' STANLEY.— What I wanted, and what I hav been endeav- 
oring to ask for the poor African, has been the good offices 
of Christians, ever since Livingstone taught me during those 
four months I was with him. In 1871 I went to him as prej- 
udiced as the biggest Atheist in London. I was there away 
from a worldly world. I saw this solitary old man. there, 
and asked myself, ‘Why on earth does he stop here?’ For 
months after we met I found myself listening to him and 
wondering at the old man carrying out all that was said in 
the Bible. Little by little his sympathy for others became 
contagious. Mine was aroused. Seeing his piety, his gentle- 
ness, his zeal, his earnestness, and how quietly he went 
about his business, I was converted by him, although he had 
not tried to do it." 

u Gen. U. S. GRANT.—Hold fast to the Bible as the sheet 
&nchor of our liberties; write its precepts on your hearts, 
and practice them in your lives. To the influence of this 
book we are indebted for the progress made in true civiliza- 
tion, and to this we must look as our guide for the future.” 

** GrLADSTONE.—f I am asked, what is the remedy for the 
deeper sorrows of the human heart—what a man should 
chiefly look to in his progress through life as the power that 
isto sustain him under trials, and enable him manfully to 
confront his affiictions, I must point him to something which, 
in a well-known hymn, is called ‘The old, old story,’ told of 
in an old, old book, and taught with an old, old teaching, 
which is the greatest and best gift ever given to mankind.” 
— Address to Workingmen. 
` What do these sayings amount to? Washington 
was a Deist, and his ideas of religion were not 
the ideas of the Christian religion. With him relig- 
ion meant Deism, the simple faith of Thomas Paine, 
whom the Christians of to-day never tire of slander- 
ing with all the malice of fanatics. Washington’s 
sentiments might hav been spoken by a Moham- 
medan, or a Buddhist, or a Jew, or a disciple of 
Auguste Comte. It all depends upon what you mean 


by the word “religion.” 

Mr. Stanley's opinion is worth just as little as any 
one'selse. He is a paid retainer of a six-by-nine king 
whose only way of obtaining notoriety is to keep 
Stanley plunging through African jungles, carrying a 
Bible in his trunk and a rifle in his hands. And we 
fail to see in the psychological phenomenon which 
he calls conversion, any logical proof of the alleged 
claim that a seditious Hebrew once rose from the 
dead.  Livingstone's piety does not prove that a vir- 
gin had a son of the “Holy Ghost;” his gentleness 
(which some Africans would dispute) is in no wise 
corroborativ of the miracles of Christ ; his zeal is no 
proof that the world can throw all its sins upon one 
man, and thousands of men hav been as earnestly 
wrong as other thousands hav been earnestly right. 
If he had “carried out all that was said in the 
Bible,” Africa, to-day, instead of a wilderness of 
savages, would be a wilderness of graves. For the 
heathen in ancient days received little mercy at the 
hands of the followers of the Lord. . 

Grant was & great soldier, and Gladstone is a great 
statesman, but a country minister knows more about 
the Bible than Grantgdid, and what Gladstone knows 
may pe learned in his controversy with Huxley. 


In vain would that man claim the tribute |: 


The trouble with these men is that they credited to 
the Bible what belongs to secular civilization. They 
made mistakes, and he who reasons for himself will 
readily see how. We do not, however, expect that 
Christians will find it out. 

But if the Rev. J. R. Keys had such solicitude for 
the people of the Ohio town, why did he not go upon 
the platform with Mr. Watts and prove the historical 
truth of his faith? Why did he not prove that the 
Bible is inspired of God, that man was created 


‘perfect and fell through the eating of an apple by a 


woman, that God made a covenant with man whereby 
through Christ’s sufferings he might escape a suppos- 
ititious hell and gain a supposititious heaven? Why 
did he not show that the priests are not humbugging 
the people with their pretension of holiness and 
sanctity? Mr. Watts, we guarantee, would hav 


‘afforded him the opportunity to exhibit his personal 


bravery in confuting the Infidel, and the good young 
men would hav been spared the arduous duty of ped- 
ling tracts. 

But perhaps Mr. Keys prefers to answer the Infi- 
del when the Infidel is hundreds of miles away. 
Most ministers do. 

———————— 9$ ———— —————— 
Honest Orders. 


The bishop of Prince Edward's Island is not quite 
as politic a priest as is Mr. Corrigan, of this city, but 
his plainer speaking will enable Americans to see 
just what the Romish hierarchy is driving at. The 
bishop has issued a circular to the clergy of his dio- 


“cese, of which the subjoined is the concluding portion: 


“ Scandals hav lately arisen which are a source of regret to 
every true Catholic heart, and these scandals are materially 
increased by the approbation and praise of a certain press, 
styled Catholic, which openly professes its total disregard for 
legitimate authority, and boldly proclaims its adherence to 
the perverse doctrin of a new socialism. 

“ We call your attention to a paper styled the Catholic 
Herald, published in New York, which has a large circula- 
tion among the Catholics of this province. 

** We earnestly exhort you to discountenance the doctrin 
and aims of this production, and to stop the diffusion thereof 
among your faithful parishioners. Our reasons are cogent 
and pressing. Catholics who are loyal to their church should 
cheerfully submit to her authority when legitimately ex- 
ercised. 

“Tn a late issue (Feb. 12, 1887) of the above-mentioned 
paper is contained the following declaration: ‘ We protest 
most emphatically against any attempt to extend any eccle- 
siastical authority into the sphere of politics, and, while 
cheerfully yielding full obedience to the authorities of the 
church in matters of religion, we emphatically deny the 
right of the pope, or propaganda, or archbishop to prescribe 
for Roman Catholics, lay or cleric.’ 

“Is that a Catholic utterance? Are we to believe that the 
church cannot exercise her influencein politics when the highest 
interests of morality are involved? We should then circum- 
Scribe her power and deny her mission. 

** Again, this paper advocates doctrins anent private own- 
ership of land which are opposed to truth and sanctioned by 
no Catholic theologian. The teachings of great minds are 
falsely interpreted to suit these vain theories. St. Thomas, 
to the great surprise of all who hav read and understood 
him, is shown to hav been the precursor of Henry George. 

* Finally, this paper treats high ecclesiastical officials 
without a shadow of respect; publishes effusions in which 
princes of the church are spoken of as if they were ward 
politicians, and thereby excites the prejudices and passions 
of a misguided public. These reasons, we think, are suffi- 
cient to move you to prompt action. 

** Advise your people to abandon this publication, the per- 
nicious influence of which cannot but be injurious to them. 
I remain, reverend dear.sir, faithfully yours in Christ, 

** Purgr MoINTYRE, bishop of Charlottetown.” - 


The “highest interest of morality” with Roman 
Catholics is the highest interest of their power and 
pockets. “And as it was in the beginning,” so it 


“is now and ever shall be; world without end. 
1 


The Lord's name be praised ! 


eo 


We hav been supplied with reports of the lecture of George 
Sheridan at Washington, purporting to be an annihilation of 
Colonel Ingersoll and his teaching. To the senders of the 
reports we return thanks, and hope that they and others will 
continue to forward accounts of whatever occurs that is 
of interest to Freethinkers. We regret, however, that Mr. 
Sheridan is so mendacious and ignorant that he is not a foe- 
man worthy of even our steel pen. We will not descend to 
the level of a lecturer who speaks of Colonel Ingersoll thus: 

* He is mad clear through—mad from the polished top of his 
intellectual dome to the soles of his Infidel feet with Christians and 
Christianity. He is the assailant of the sublimest teachings of 
philosophy, of poetry, and of science: He declines to meet men 
competent to discuss the questions with him. In fact, he never 
met but one really able man—the late Judge Black—and then the 
instant he felt the steel ran from the field.” 

The church folks hav a standing offer cf reward in the 
shape of door fees for any one who will abuse Colonel Inger- 
soll. Mr. Slieridan obtained and earned his money, and the 
heirs of Judge Black ought to increase the reward for his 


attempt to preserve that individual’s reputation. Mr. Black 
was the one who declined to continue the controversy, giv- 
ing as his reason that the editor of the North American Review 
would not hold Colonel Ingersoll’s second article until he 
could reply. The editor then cast about for some other dis- 
tinguished Christian who would reply, but found none will. 
ing except Mr. Fisher, and he would do it only on condition 
that Colonel Ingersoll should not reply to him. And Colonel 
Ingersoll never has! 
3 e 

Tae Freethinkers of Manchester, England, hav been 
obliged to discontinue their usual discussions after a Sunday 
lecture. Recently Mr. Bradlaugh spoke for the Manchester 
society, and the ''Lord's Day Observance Society " served 
him with & notice that the society intended to prosecute him 
and the proprietor of the hall The lectures were clearly 
legal, but if discussion followed, it constituted ‘‘ keeping a 
disorderly house,” and the lecturer would be liable to im- 
prisonment not exceeding two years. Mr. Bradlaugh ex- 
plained that his hands were at present too full of other work 
to contest the matter. The London Freethinker says: ‘Mr. 
Bradlaugh is, of course, the best judge of his own business, 
and he was probably right in declining the challenge when 
he had no time to fight. Butif the bigots keep up their lit- 
tle game, he or somebody will hav to fight. The Free- 
thought party cannot allow discussion to be stifled in this 
way. The Melbourne bigots tried to trip Mr. Symes in this 
fashion, but he managed to beat them. He took the money 
at the door himself, and then went on the platform and deliv- 
ered the lecture. The prosecution followed, Joseph man- 
fully defended himself, and came out of the contest with fly- 
ing colors." Mr. Foote, the editor of the Freethinker, is a 
good fighter as well as lecturer, and he may deem it wise to 
go to Manchester and make a test case. 

— — 9——9— — — —— 

Tax late Catherine Wolfe, of this city, was a very pious 
and wealthy lady. Just before her decease she gave the 
Episcopalians money enough to purchase and fit up a large 
building on Lafayette place, just opposit the store of Taz 
Truts SEEKER, to be used as a mission headquarters and 
tract repository. The building was a fine brick structure of 
some fifty feet frontage, with a spacious door and stoop, but 
it wasn't good enough for the finicky Episcopalians to ped. 
dle tracts from, and they pulled the front down and are re- 
placing it with white marble, fretted and carved into arches 
and images, something after the style of the Grace church 
chapel which blocks Eleventh street from Fourth avenue to 
Broadway. It will be a great contrast to the modest quar- 
ters of Tae Trora SzEKER, and would seem at first to be a 
great waste of money. But a second consideration of the 
subject convinces one that the money spent among the mar- 
ble cutters and mechanics will do hundreds of times more 
‘good than if put into tracts, which teach, in a sickly and 
childish way, the grossest superstition. The Episcopalians 
are not very enthusiastic propagandists, and the money of 
the late Mrs. Wolfe will probably not shift to any noticeable 
extent the orbit of our little planet. 

eo 


Mr. Hesron has summed up the situation in Germany in 
his picture this week with keen judgment. The people of 
Germany are prostrate under the feet of Leo XIII., Bismarck, 
and the latter's employers, Kaiser William and ‘ Unser 
Fritz,” the heir to the throne. Of the lot, Fritz is the best, 
but most helpless. The pope would swap his soul, if he has 
one, for power. William and Bismarck will do anything to 
preserve the imperial family. The people to them are pawns 
on a chess-board, to be kept or slaughtered, as will best pro- 
tect the kings, the queens, the bishops, and the knights. As 
a glorious privilege, they are allowed to pay the expenses of 
the tournament. 

— oeo 

Mr. C. B. RgyĒoros will be tried for blasphemy at Morris- 
town, N. J., at the term of court which began May 8d, the 
day Tue TRUTH SEEKER went to press, so we are unable to 
report further concerning the anachronistic affair until next 
week. Itis almost impossible to convince oneself that this 
indictment and coming trial are not acts in some preposterous 
farce, but we hav seen the court-house and jail in Morris- 
town, seen the judges upon the bench, a jury in the box, and 
know the court is real. Nevertheless, it seems like a dream. 

— eor 


L. K. WasunuRN lectured last Sunday evening before the 
Society of Humanity, 28 Lafayette place, to & well.pleased 
&udience. Next Sunday evening Mr. Washburn speaks 
again; subject, Something Beyond." Admission is free, 
and all are cordially invited. 

— — — 

W. F. Jamizson is in Colorada; at Longmont, Sunday 
evening, May 1st, and is invited to Black Hawk. He may 
lecture in Boulder and Loveland. Address him at Long- 
mont, Col. 

_ OHO 


Tne publishers of Herbert Spencer’s ‘‘ Genesis of Science” 
send this notice with it : ** It is indispensable for the forming 
of clear ideas as to the real aims of. science, itd limitations, 
its validity, its authority, that its rise and development from 
lowly beginnings to its present commanding position should 
be clearly understood. The treatment of that subject re- 
quires both philosophic insight and wide acquaintance with 
the methods and results of scientific research, as well as an 
intimate knowledge of the history of civilization. In no one 
man now living are these gifts and these attainments so hap- 
pily combined as in Herbert Spencer, and consequently his 
account of ‘The Genesis of Science’ deservedly holds the 
highest rank among contemporary scientifico-philosophical 
essays." As soon as we read the work we shall giv it a 
notice of our own. "The publisher is J. Fitzgerald, the price 
is fifteen cents, and it may be purchased at this office. 
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Letters from friends. 


Trenron, Texas, April 12, 287. 

Mr. Epiror: Please say for general eucouragement that 
our third happy cyclone struck us the 8th of April. 

It is followed by a most uncommon stillness. J. D. Shaw, 
of the Independent Pulpit, is a power, and he found Free- 
thought here by the hundred, and made more. 

Your humble writer takes all the Freethought literature he 
is able to, and hopes to see the sky cleared of cobwebs. 

Fraternally, J. W. BELL. 


FnENOHTOWN, Nes., April 18, 1887. 
Mr. Epirox: Mr. Jamieson has just given three lectures 
in Neligh, a town sixteen miles from here, and he will giv 
two in Clear Water soon. There are a good many Free- 
thinkers in this section of the country, but they are timid. 
A few of the boldest of them made arrangements for Mr. 
Jamieson. I heard one of them say, who wished to get an 
office, ** Oh, it would just kill : some of us to get Mr. Jamieson 

to lecture here. d EARLE A. FiNOH. 


Brook, Kav., April 11, 1887. 
Mr. Enrron : No squirrel can climb but one branch of & 
tree at a time; neither can J. E. Remsburg giv but one lect- 
ure at a time, but if he didn’t deliver his ‘‘ False Claims” in- 
terestingly at the Max school-house, April 8th, then I never 
saw a squirrel climb a tree at all. Now, I want to say to the 
Liberals of Kansas that Mr. Remsburg’s terms are very low 
according to the ability of the man, and that no village, city, 
or school district can afford to do without hearing him. I 
am glad to know that Kansas has such speakers as he. We 
all had a nice time at the lecture, and with such men as the 
Walters, Millers, Arzbergs, Franks, Lowes, and a host of 

others in the county, we will continue the good work. 
W. A. Lows. 


Roougster, Miom., April 16, 1887. 

Mn. EpiTOR: On first page of Taz Truth SEEkzEn of April 
16th, after referring to the failure to carry the prohibition 
amendment in Michigan, comes the following: ‘‘ The Pro- 
hibitionists will hav to try again, consoling themselvs with 
the reflection that there are some causes to which nothing 
could be so fatal as success." There! why couldn't we hav 
thought about that before voting? But, seriously, this prof- 
fered ‘‘ consolation ” to the Prohibition class of your readers 
in our state seems to us an impertinence, bordering on insult, 
and none the less offensiv because found in one of the ablest, 
and usually fairest, Freethought journals of the age. And 
the question occurs, Can you afford it ? 


From one of your oldest subscribers, C. H. GREENE. 


Warre Canon, Kan., March 28, 287. 
Mr. Eprrox: I don’t know of one outspoken Infidel this 
side of Kansas City, Mo. (eight miles). ‘‘ Jordan is a hard 
road to travel,” but, brothers, I still liv, and if I am spared 
life and breath they will hear from me during the summer. 
Yer, I still liv to thank all concerned with the glorious 
TnurH SEEKER. Long may she wave! Keep on, Mac- 
donald! keep on, Somerby! Never say die. Who would 
hav thought that the mantle of that grand, good old man, 
D. M. Bennett, would hav fallen on such worthy shoulders ? 
Remember me to Brother Putnam, Si Slokum, Peck, and all 
of the correspondents of your paper. Don’t forget Watson 
Heston—he's a brick. I hav had many a hearty laugh over 
his pictures. Oh! how Ido wish I had the dollar or more to 
send C. B. Reynolds! And now may the powers bless you 

all, and believe me to be, Yours for the right, 
I. P. Martin, aged 80 yrs. 3 mo. 


Sunset, Texas, April 5, 1887, 
Dear Op Trura SEEKER: I feel as if I could not well liv 
without Tug Txuru SEEKER, and if I were able would hav 
more of your books. How I wish I were rich! How many 
treats I would giv the old woman! I get my paper on Mon- 
day. I hav received and read April the 2d. I lend my pa- 
pers around among saints and sinners alike, and can see little 
sparks of light here and there that will soon be fanned toa 
flame. One gentleman took the paper out of my hand a few 
days ago, looked over it à moment, passed it back, and said 
he did not like the paper or them that read it. I told him I 
was very happy to be able to distinguish friends from foes. 
I will pay for Taz TgurH SxrxEn as long as I can; then 
shall let you know when you can stop my paper, not the pa- 
per, for I want others to read it when I cannot pay forit any 
longer. In this I will send fifty cents for ‘‘Men, Women, 

and Gods," by Miss Gardener. HanniET Davis. 


WATERVILLE, Minn., April 14, 1887. 
Mr. Eviror: The spirit moveth me at sundry times and 
divers places to let your readers know that state legislatures 


sometimes pass good laws, and that Minnesota had one |: 


passed last winter. There was a good deal of railroad law- 
making done during the last session, and one of the new laws 
s almost an exact copy of the Interstate Commerce bill, 
which as your readers all know allows all roads to discrim- 
nate in favor of the sky-pilots by selling them half-fare 
ickets. This section of the bill our Solons left out, and in 
consequence the reverend spongers hav to pay for their rides 
ust the same as à white man. One of the general ticket and 
passenger agents of a leading road ordered all the half-fare 
passes in, and out of the two thousand that were returned, 
every one was accompanied with a note kicking against the 
new order of things. We are all feeling bad about it. 

The Baptist church here has been whooping it up for the last 
few weeks, and as a result has taken in about all the weak- 
minded ones in the place. They baptize them as fastas they 
catch them, and everybody turns out to see the fun. They 
hav 8 sort of pit in one end of the church, lined with sheet- 


iron, and they stand around it and sing, ** Shall we gather at 
the river?" There isn't a dry eye in town. Well, the other 
night they were going to perform, and the D.D. had just got 
his rubber breeches on, and the convict was being prepared 
for initiation in an adjoining room, and all looked well, when 
a small dog in the crowd, having nothing else to do, ran up 
the aisle and jumped in and took a swim, to the great delight 
of the crowd, who were satisfied that this was the only hard- 
Shell Baptist dog in the world. After the dog was hauled 
out, the show was postponed. Some of the boysthink it was 
to heat up the tank and skim off the accumulated sins that 
had been washed away in the ''river." So far they hav 
about twelve new members, counting the dog. 

: L. ALEXANDER. 


Tampa, Fra., April 10, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $6 for two subscriptions, 

Iam away down here in Tampa, Florida, in the land of 
flowers and sunshine, and although we hav not had any 
Freethought lectures here, there are a great many Liberals; 
in fact, I think this state would be a good field for a Liberal 
lecturer. I would like nothing better than something of that 
kind to come to our town and organize a Liberal club. The 
churches here are having things their all their own way at 
present, but I look not far in the future when they will take 
a back seat in the darkness, or come out and take up the 
armor of truth and honesty and help fight the demon supersti- 
tion. 

I would part with a great many of my pleasures before I 
would do without your paper. I am much pleased with 
the cartoons, and giv much credit to Watson Heston. He is 
doing his part of the work to spread the gospel of universal 
mental liberty and dispel the gloom of superstition. 

J. H. Kinsman. 
PHILADELPHIA, Pa., April 18, 1887. 

Mr. Epitor: Yesterday was a big day with Liberals in 
Philadelphia; it seemed as if the whole city had awoke to a 
knowledge of the truth, and had come forth to the funeral of 
theological superstition. The excitement arose from the an- 
nouncement in Tur TRUTH SEEKER, and other papers, that 
Charles Watts would be with us to advocate the claims of 
** Ancient Philosophy vs. Modern Theology,” and '* Morality 
vs. Religion." His efforts were masterly, and the attempts 
of his opposers reminded me of the furious waves of the 
ocean rolling and dashing against the massiv rock, and, in- 
stead of removing the rock, only discovered their own weak- 
ness, and went back murmuring at their own defeat. Mr. 
Watts has been a favorit in Philadelphia from his first ap- 
pearance in the city, and still continues such. His labors 
yesterday deservedly won him fresh laurels for the future. 

W. SEYMOUR. 


BurLiNerToN, Kan., April 10, 287. 

Mr. Epiror: Brother J. E. Remsburg delivered a lecture 
here in Hamilton’s Opera House on the evening of the 4th 
inst. to an audience of about six hundred. He is a fluent 
and rapid speaker, and clenches his arguments with proof on 
his subject, ‘‘The False Claims of Christianity,” which 
caused quite a rifle among the adherents of old orthodoxy 
who were present, and one good old Methodist brother was 
so excited that he spoke audibly, taking exception to the 
speaker’s arguments. But he soon learned that he was not 
occupying the amen corner in a Methodist revival, and that 
he would hav to bow to the yoke, if it was contrary to his 
opinions, for a large majority of those present were opposed 
to his changing a Liberal lecture into a Methodist revival 
meeting. 

Iam gratified that the brother developed some of the un- 
dercurrent of Freethought; they take courage when they 
come to hear the false claims of the church espoused by the 
speaker. He created such an interest in the cause that the 
friends hav agreed to engage him for a course of lectures in 
the near future. You will learn from this that the truth is 
taking root and bearing fruit in our city of three thousand 
inhabitants and eight churches. Curis. Brown. 


Bavagzia, Kan., April 16, 1887. 

Mr. Eviror: We are alive here, for all that the church 
friends were going to hav something terrible happen on ac- 
count of Friend Putnam’s lecture. It was a very hard dose 
for them to take, but we cannot see as it affected but one 
person here, and she took up the cause of her God and made 
as low and mean an attack on our organization here as her 
ability and understanding would allow her to do. But we 
are doing as well as we could with or without her assistance. 
She wrote to one of our local papers, and Mr. A. K. Mott 
answered her and made her some propositions for rcading 
and answering, and she failed to accept them, thereby ad- 
mitting her inability to defend her God when brought before 
light and reason. 

At our last meeting (April 3d) we were entertained with a 
lecture by Mrs. Flora A. Abbott, of New Cambria, and 
were well pleased with the lecture, and glad to know we hav 
some ladies in our ranks who are equal and often better 
posted than most men in regard to that great book, the 
Bible. Mrs. Abbott challenged Mrs. Bowden to a debate 
through our county paper, and the editor accepted and 
agreed to publish it, but when the time came and the parties 
were ready for discussion, he refused to publish and refused 
to giv his reasons for doing so; but members of the white- 
necktie fraternity were seen very seriously watching him, so 
the supposition is that he received some advice from them 
about enlightening the people. 

This Mrs. Bowden is the one moved by the spirit of God 
to interrupt Mr. Putnam when he lectured here. Speaking 
about Mr. Putnam reminds me that the Christians here ad- 
mit he is a good runner in a heavy wind when he sees the 
train he is to leave on pull into the station, although dinner 


was ready and waiting when he left. Being rather heavy 
myself, I do not care to run à race with him. 

Mrs. Abbott will deliver more lectures here during the 
summer at our meetings. She is a very interesting lecturer, 
and friends in this part of the state will do well to giv her a 
call. T. H. TERRY, Sec. pro tem. Bavaria Sec. Union. 


NarroNAL Ciry, CaL., April 1, 1887. 

Mz. Eprror: Inclosed find $3, and giv credit on your 
books for Samuel McHenry, of this place. Mr. McHenry 
was in the late war, and was unfortunate enough to be 
wounded. He was shot in the breast. The ball passed 
through the chest, struck the shoulder-blade, and then 
glanced toward the shoulder joint, where it is now lodged, 
and has been for the past twenty years. He has suffered 


great pain periodically, and at this writing his arm is so par- 


alyzed that he requested me to write you. He is one of our 
substantial, reliable, and most respected citizens. He, wife, 
and family are with you heart and soul in your good work, 
i.e., always ready to accept that which is truthful, pure, and 
reasonable. 

I am very sorry that Mr. Putnam did not form Mr. Me- 
Henry’s acquaintance while here. I heard Mr. Putnam two 
nights at San Diego. I pronounce him great, and advise any 
and all of your readers not to miss him, even if you hav to 
walk ten miles to hear him. One sentence from Mr. Put- 
nam is worth more than a barrelful of theological hog-wash. 
The San Diego dailies pronounced Mr. Putnam an orator, 
scholar, and gentleman, and so do I. He dined with us 
once ; we would like to hav had him stay and make us a visit 
Perhaps his letter will explain clearly where San Diego and 
National City are located, also what he thinks about our peo- 
ple, homes, and environments. A. N. Buregss. 


STANTON, NEB., April 9, 287. 

Mr. Eprror: I noticed a letter in Tne TRvuTH SEEKER of 
April 9th from D. W. Whitney, of Burnett, Neb., in which 
he states that there ought to be a lecture delivered in most of 
the towns on the line of the Elkhorn Valley road. I hav the 
same opinion, and why not form a lecture bureau by all 
clubbing together? We could hire a lecturer by the month, 
and hav from one to six lectures in each town along the line. 
It would not cost us as much as Christians generally pay each 
year to their pet preacher. We could hav the headquarters 
at Fremont or Omaha, or any other place ulong theline. By 
doing this we would not hav to pay as much for the lectures, 
and would know when and where they will be given; háv 
ample time to advertise, hav dodgers printed by the thou- 
sands, that would do to scatter in every town where the 
lectures are to be held, and hav ample time to get all ready 
for the lecture, something that is very seldom done now. I 
know what it is to stand all the responsibility for a course of 
lectures, especially one who has to work every day to make 
his living, having had some experience, and hav never hadas 
good luck as my friend Whitney. I would like to hear from 
all the Liberals along the Elkhorn Valley that like the above 
propositions. I will do all in my power to make a success of 
it. Hoping that it will meet with the approval of most of 
my Liberal friends, I am, Yours for Freethought, 

Pai, HrrMERIOK. 


ErrswongrH Ciry, KAN., April 8, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: Herein you will find $5. Apply $2.50 on my 
subscription for this year, and send one copy to Mr. M. R. 
Brondage, of this city. He is onr newly-elected mayor. 
When I told him of the letter we received from J. E. Rems- 
burg, that he would deliver one lecture for ten dollars, he 
said: ‘‘ Why, I would giv that myself if he would deliver 
one in Ellsworth. Send up the letter, and I will answer it, 
and see if we can get him here.” I did not know he was a 
Liberal. If we had an organization here, there is no doubt 
that we should all know each other; and here let me say I 
would be in favor of a secret organization, for this reason: 
There are many business men who do not want the church- 
members to know that they contribute toward Liberal meet- 
ings. For instance, my husband had occasion on short 
notice to try to raise some money to pay for the use of the . 
hall when J. L. Andrew was here one year ago. Some of 
our business men said: ** Don’t mention it; it will hurt our 
business.” Another said the church-members had said to 
him they should not think he would believe as he did, and 
support such meetings, when he knew it hurt his business, 
and also knew that he was largely patronized by the 
churches. By this you can see what cheek Christians hav, 
and what an iron grip they hold on the people. 

Saray METZLER. 


FERNANDINA, FLA., April 10, 286. 

Mr. Eprror: I promised a long letter to the readers of 
Tux TRUTH SEEKER in regard to Florida, but at this time can 
only report progress. I am now in this beautiful town, 
which is situated on an island two miles wide, being only one 
‘and a half miles from the ocean beach. It is the port where 
all the large steamships of the Clyde and Mallory lines land 
their passengers and freight coming to Florida from New 
York. Every outgoing vessel is now crowded with passen- 
gers returning North. Iam of the opinion that, with all its 
drawbacks, and Florida has many, there can be found no 
more lovely scenery or health-giving climate, in the midst of 
lakes whose clear waters are so delightful to gaze upon, 
And, as I traveled nearly the entire length of the state, now 
entranced with the view of a grove of magnolias, from whose 
limbs hang festoon after festoon of the Spanish moss, or 
looking in wonder at the beauty of a white heron, a pink 
curlew, or other representativ of the feathered kingdom, 
gathering shells on the shore whose beauty words fail to 
express, while drinking in the perfume of the orange blos- 
soms and flowers innumerable, I could not but regret to 
know that here, amid all this beauty and grandeur, that 
noisome, deadly upas-tree, theology, reared its gigantic head, 
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being pampered and fattened by the superabundance of 
ignorance and superstition that here abound to a greater 
éxtent than in any other state. I tried to make an effort to 
start my paper here, but after being refused by three different 
offices to publish such a paper, and finding that Freethought 
in this state was as weak and scattering as that old monster, 
theology, was strong and dominant, I desisted from any fur- 
ther effort. I am satisfied that the fact of my being an out- 
spoken Freethinker works against me stronger than ever, but 
I fail not to declare I am a Freethinker. A.C. EVERETT. 


Newport, Me., April 18, 1887. 

Mz. Epiror: Aunt Debby's report of the dying condition 
of God's elect is too important to belost. Ishall hail with 
unspeakable pleasure the next installment of that most in- 
tensely interesting paper. Truly, when knowledge takes a 
step forward, the church and the gods takea step backward. 

Iinclose $1, which, with fifty cents I sent before, pays for 
Tue TauTH SEEKER for six months for Frank L. Nason, 
Newport, Me. And I kindly ask any person who feels for 
the unfortunate to send to the publishers $1.50 more, which 
wil pay for the paper one year. Brother Nason is a good, 
true man, an Infidel-Spiritualist, very outspoken against the 
“ gum of all villainies," the Christian fraud, the church. But 
I should not ask what I hav but for the fact. that Mr. Nason 
is a cripple, cannot lift a cup to his mouth without taking 
both hands, and has a large family. Iam not able to pay 
what I hav, but I hav done it because I know he prizes THE 
TRUTH SEEKER very highly, and it would be hard for him to 
part with it. For his stern refusal to let his children go toa 
Christian Sabbath-school, he has been called many hard 
words, such as Christians know well how to use. 

BEWARD MrrOBELL. 


LEONARD, Iowa, March 27, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed herewith $5, for which 
you will scnd me the wickedest paper published in America 
for the next two years. 

Why is it that my friends and neighbors say that we Lib- 
erals and Infidels are 80 wicked, when we as a people are 
becoming more liberal each day? I for myself feel sure that 
I am not so wicked. as I used to be, especially when I call to 
mind that I used to believe my grandmother’s election and 
reprobation doctrin, on this wise, that she hoped to get to 
heaven, but if she was sent to the lowest hell, she would be 
as much to the glory of God as the highest seraph in heaven. 
Or when I believed what old Deacon Whitlach preached to 
me, the first sermon I ever heard, in part as follows: “My 
dear Christian friends, I tell you there are children in hell 
that are not a span long. They tell you itis not fire that they 
burn in in hell, but I tell you it is just such fire as is in that 
stove,” pointing to the stove at my side. I remember the 
shudder that I made when I looked around at the red stove. 
This was some fifty years since. We old ones do not hear 
such inspiration nowadays. We must be departing from our 
first love. God saveus! We, the faithful, should remember 
Watson Heston in our devotions, and giv him a boom occa- 
sionally. DANIEL LEONARD. 


BRAIDENTOWN, FLA., April 17, 1887. 

Kip Sms: Please insert this acknowledgment, as I re- 
ceived a donation from a kind friend in Philadelphia. 
Thanks—many thanks. I was getting very much out of 
heart, as I hav been very poorly the last week. 

The Brooklyn lady who helped me has given me great 
pleasure, as I got some hens, and hav some young chicks to 
attend. I hope they will be of some help to me. 

I received the donation from Mr. C. Eckhard, also from 
S. 8. Chase, Fall River, and F. C. M., Philadelphia. Thanks 
— many thanks to the senders. I hope a few more will re- 
spond, so I can get my hut covered. 

Heartfelt joy at the papers sent, as I hav to often rest on 
the bed ;. so I can read, as I cannot do anything else, which 
is a great pleasure. 

Iliv near old lady Atzeroth, the one that raised coffee & 
few years ago. She brought work for me- several times. I 
went to see her, but she had gone across the river. Her old 
coffee-trees were very much injured, if not killed, by the 
freeze we had on the 11th of Jan., 1886. Thc oranges are a 
failure here this year. A splendid growth of limbs, perhaps, 
will make up next year. The was a little ice and frost away 
from the river; none with me this winter. . 

Received a phonetic package from Burnz & Co., 94 Clinton 
Place, New York. 

Thanks to all, and good wishes. 
shall want very long: 


I do not know that I 
Mrs. E. J. SNopanass. 


New Grasaow, N. S., April 18, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: I mail you the Halifax Morning Chronicle, in 
which you will find an account of the debate on the Nova 
Scotia Sunday bill in the house of Assembly in Halifax. 

This bill was framed and introduced for the express pur. 
pose of stopping the running of street cars on Sunday, 
although it forbids nearly everything except going to church. 
Ít passed the first and second: reading by a majority of two, 
nineteen voting for, and seventeen against. It was then re. 
ferred to a committee for amendment. This committee 
altered it considerable, and left the street cars out altogether, 
and it is receiving a pretty rough handling in the House. If 
they keep on removing its clauses (claws), it will be a very 
harmless affair. 
ment by a few Presbyterian clergymen and the religious 
press. The best citizens of Halifax are opposed to it, as are 
also all the secular papers, which hav opened their columns 
for discussion of the question. 'The best members in the 
House are opposed to it, and some of them, especially the 
Hon. Mr. Longley (attorney-general), hav uttered words in 
behalf of civil and religious liberty that I did not think 
a public man in Nova Scotia would hav courage to utter. 

Fearing that possibly you may hav misunderstood my 


The bill is only advocated outside of parlia-: 


remarks about the Liberal papers. giving space to Christians, 
I wish to say that Iam more than pleased with the manner 
in which you conduct Taz TRUTH SEEKER. In fact, every- 
thing you hav done since I hav read your paper has had my 
unqualified approval ; and when I say that I am pleased with 
Mr. Horace Seaver's management of the Investigator, it is 
scarcely doing justice to my feelings in that respect. Ilove 
that noble, kind, and patient old gentleman, who for so 
many years has fought the good fight of freedom. 
. Yours truly, F. M. Borpen. 


WILBER, NEB., April 6, 1887. ` 
Mz. Epiror: Friday of last week was a cold day for the 
Rev. Clark Braden. He and the Rev. L. L. Luce hav been 
making Wilber their headquarters for settling a little un- 
pleasantness existing between them for the past two or three 
years. First, Rev. Luce had Rev. Braden arrested for sell- 
ing mortgaged property. Then Rev. Braden had Rev. Luce 


arrested for perjury. Then Rev. Luce, in a civil suit, ob- . 


tained judgment against Rev. Braden for about $150, and 
seized Rev. Braden’s grip-sack, or trunk, containing some old 
clothes, boots, and Braden’s lectures, all of. which were sold 
at sheriff’s sale. Then Rev. Braden, on the oath of a Chris- 
tian minister, had another warrant issued, and sent the 
sheriff all the way to Pennsylvania and had Rev. Luce again 
arrested for perjury. He was tried and acquitted, and at the 
instance of Rev. Luce the sheriff seized Braden’s overcoat to 
apply on aforesaid judgment; and Braden failed to. prove 
himself a Christian by not even offering to giv his other coat 
also. 

By way of offset for our many afflictions of clerical tramps 
we hav had seven sound, solid lectures; three by the unan- 
swerable Remsburg, and four by the logical Jamieson—all 
to large and appreciativ audiences. Inclosed find three dol. 
lars to apply on subscription, with many thanks for past in- 
dulgence. H. KILGORE. 


STARK, FLA., April 18, 1887. 

Mz. Eprrog : Inclosed please find post-office money order 
for $5 for two subscriptions. 

Inregard to the Walker-Harman marriage for so many 
moons, like the wild Indians of the West, it seems to me you 
hav t&ken more notice of that foolish transaction than wil] 
-please most of your readers; and as to the laws of Kansas, 
which Mr. Walker finds so much fault with, he would hav 
been jailed in any other state for the same offense. In your 
paper of the 16th inst. you say there are too many Christians 
in Kansas to make the abolition of law a perfectly safe step. 
Why did you not say there were too many Liberals to make it 
a safe step. I moved with my wife and family the fall of 1865 
from the great empire state of New York to Cloud county, in 
the notorious state of Kansas, and resided there seventeen 
years, or till the fall of 1882, and hav lived here in Florida 
since. I believe in liberty, and if there is such a thing asa 
genuin Liberal, I am one. As to the marriage law of Kansas 
Mr. E. C. Walker's Communistic theory would put us back 
again thousands of years to old Abraham's times and doings, 
There are many Liberals in Kansas in proportion to popula. 
tion, and better society in any state is hard to find. The 
people are prosperous and happy, the laws are humane and 
for the benefit of the poorer classes. They hav the best form 
of common school laws in the United States of America, and 
they may thank the Liberal element for it. But how is it 


here in Florida, the oldest state, or the oldest city, St. Au. 


gustine, planted here in this Union! The school law is of 
little or no account. The ignorant and superstitious people 
that inhabit this state claim to be very pious. Most all the 
old residents, black and white, are church-members. As for 
murder or crime, there is very little notice taken of it. So 
much for a pious and Christian state. N. D. Hagaman, 
[We regret to note that our correspondent is in error when 
he says that Mr. Walker would be jailed in any state. His 
form of marriage has for some time been recognized as legal 
in New York, and there has been no visible retrogression 
toward the days of Abraham on that account. This state- 
ment may be deplorable, but truth demands it.—Ep. T. S.] 


Havana, Irr., April 5, 1887. 

Mr. Eprrog: The Lutherans of this city hav just confirmed 
about twenty boys and girls, whom they hav taken into the 
church. This church has a peculiar way of annihilating the 
minds of the children. As soon as they are nine days old. 
they are baptized; and when they are old enough to talk 
they are made to commit a prayer to memory, and repeat it 
every day. At the age of six years they are sent to a private 
school, where they are taught a few common studies and the 
Lutheran religion. At the age of fourteen they are sent to 
the minister, who teaches the confirming class. Here they 
are taught the catechism, part of which they are made to 
commit to memory. Then the minister examins them to 
find out if he has their minds caged in, and if he finds their 
minds well secured, he locks (confirms them) the door to 
their mind, and the noble faculty of reason is not allowed 
admittance. l 

This is what I call mental bondage. With this kind of 
teaching we can easily see why these people believe as they 
do. They are not taught anything else. A former minister 
of this church was called upon to preach the funeral of a 
boy who had not been confirmed, and the minister would not 
go becauseit was contrary to the laws of the church to preach 
anyone’s funeral who had not been confirmed. This caused 
a fuss between him and some of the members, and with this 
charge, and a few minor ones, he was called upon to giv up 
his pastorship. It looks as if these members wanted him to 
preach the doctrin that makes baptism and confirmation in- 
dispensable in order to be saved, and when the minister 
wants to follow out his doctrin, and .practice what he 
preaches, they are not satisfied, but want him to preach a 
boy to heaven, when, &ecording to their doctrin, he goes to 


hell. They don't believe their doctrin themselvs, and as they 
pay the preacher, they want him to preach and do as they 
say. 

We are going to hav John E. Remsburg here in May if we 
can make suitable arrangements. I would like well to hav 
him come, and I am going to try to make arrangements for 
one or three lectures. J. A. WEABER. 

AN OPEN LETTER TO MR. D. LOUIS BODGE. 
Canyon Crry, Cor., April 16, 287. 

Mr. Bones: I hav read with some care your letter in Tux 
Terora SEEKER of March 7, 1887, and hav concluded though 
with trembling fingers to make a few remarks upon it, and 
would be glad if the editor could print it as I spell it for the 
eyes of other people. 

The first thing I shall notice is that you are infavor of philo- 
sophic spelling, which I would not hav guessed from your 
letter, only as you said it. You would be in favor of making all 
right at once, or none of it. You would want to build a house 
in a day, or not begin it—laying three or four bricks would 
be so distasteful you would abandon it altogether. You 
wouldn’t plow an acre of ground unless you could do it with 
one furrow. 

As to being radical, I am with you, and the first thing in 
order is as many letters as sounds. This would obviate the 
necessity of a silent letter, and by such an alphabet I hav 
written for the last thirty-five years. 

People don't get their education in a day, but piecemeal, 
and is it notreasonable to you that the first thing, and easiest, 
would be to drop silent letters that signify no part of a word? 
This would be the least and first step that could be taken. 
The next would be to restrict, as far as possible, each letter 
to one sound, and use that letter for that sound only; this 
would bring the people gradually to see and feel the pro- 
priety and necessity of common-sense spelling. A friend to 
the cause, and yet your eyes are offended at the very first 
and necessary steps toward educating the people! 

"You make a singular expression when you say “ nine 
new characters to represent letters,” as if a letter 18 not a 
character to represent a sound instead of a letter. Again you 
say, ‘‘So sweeping a reform would, of course, produce an 
almost total change in the structure of our language in its 
represented form.” 

First, letters do not determin the structure of a language. 
They only signify the elements of words. Words are ele- 
ments of language. Again, you say such change would ob- 
scure the etymology of words. This reminds me of an in- 
cident in Illinois, of an Englishman who was carrying rails 
on his shoulder, and had a piece of sheepskin sewed on his 
coat to prevent the rails hurting him. Going back for a rail, 
he met & man who asked him what he had that sheepskin on 
his shoulder for. ‘‘ Why, to show my etymology.” Said the 
other man, ‘‘How does that show your etymology?” 
“Why,” said the Englishman, ‘‘ my ancestors used to dress 
in sheepskin, and as I hav been so long from England 
people don't know me by my talk, so I put this on me 
to let them know I'm from’ England." So silent letters 
are pages of sheepskin fastened to words to show their 
derivation. And that is an important point to the three mill- 
ions of children that we must educate annually, and pay for 
the millions of spelling-books they wear out. It was decided 
by & convention of the etymologists in London that the 
sounds of words are a surer clew to the etymology of words 
than the letters, and that phonetic spelling brings to view 
etymologies that were lost. 

Dictionaries now furnish all the etymologies known. The 
idea that a man will say he wishes the adoption of so great a 
matter to bless the world, and yet ridicule the very first and 
necessary steps to educate the people to appreciate it, does 
not sound very logical to me. You introduce an “ oak-tree " 
as an illustration, which reminds me of a man in Illinois who 
had a field of forty acres to plow, and commenced it one 
morning, and plowed all day, and at night found he had gone 
but few times around his field. He concluded that four or 
five furrows & day wouldn't pay, and quit. And so with 
friend Bodge. His oak-tree was too much for him. He 
would want all the twigs cut off in a day, or not at all. He 
would be glad to see some one else do it, but he would 
giv his influence against his own convictions. You would be 
glad to see right spelling adopted, and yet you call those who 
are laboring to promote it ‘‘spelling-deformers.” If the 
spelling reform is what you represent it, it amounts to a 
morai obligation upon every man and woman, and if so, you 
owe words of encouragement. You say ''every little helps” 
don’t apply in this case. I differ with you. Inasmuch as it 
familiarizes the eye with correct spelling, and so changes 
that bad taste. Adding € to the words hav, giv, and liv, and a 
thousand others, adds 834 per cent to the cost of writing, 
printing, and buying. By a falsely cultivated taste you might 
be willing to pay 334 per cent for money when you could 
get it without. People labor under the impression that words 
are made of letters, without any regard to the number or 
kinds of sounds that are in the word. Your taste would not 
let you spell nolej (knowledge) as I do, although I hav spelt 
all the sounds in the word. Your taste, my friend, would 
cause you to add 80 per cent to the cost of that word, and 
not get one cent inreturn. And yet the intelligent American 
people will promote and foster a spelling so crushing to their 
interests, constantly retarding the education of their children 
to the amount of one-fourth of what they now get. 

The greatest obstruction in our way is in the printers. It 
seems they cannot afford to furnish themselvs with a few ad- 
ditional types to enable us to illustrate our scheme to their 
readers, and if we write a communication treating the sub- 
ject we must reduce it to the old spelling, or their composi- 
tors can’t set it up, and yet you ridicule the little that our 
Editor is doing. I hav not exhausted the subject by a good 
deal, and if you want an alphabet let me know, and I will 
send you one, A, B. Pigarp. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
his Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight. 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour." 


Good Advice. 


[Taken from a magazine printed in 1839.] 
Let order o'er your time preside, 
Aud method all your business guide ;. 
Early hegin and end your toil, 
Nor let great tasks your handa embroil ; 
One thing at once be still begun, 
Contrived, resolved, pnraned, and done; 
Hire not for what yourselvs can do, 
And send not when yourselvs can go, 
Nor till to-morrow’s light delay 
What might as well be done to-day. 
By steady efforts all men thrive, 
And long, by moderate labor, liv, 
While eager toil and anxions care, 
Health. strength, end peace, and life impair; 
Nor think a life of labor hard, 
It has a rich and anre reward. 
Its meals are hearty, slumbers sweet, 
{ts c res are few, its health complete; 
No mind so activ, fresh, and gay, 
As his who toils the liviong day. 

. Alife of sloth drags hardly on, . 
Suns set too late, and rise too soon, 
Youth, manhood, age, al! linger slow 
To one who nothing has to do. 
The drone, a nuisance to ths hive, 
Not long in idleness can liv, 
For well the bees, those judges wise, 
Plague, chase, and sting him till he dies. 
Then humble and cbedient prove, 
And justice do and duty love, 
And let it be your constant plan 
To compass all the good you can; 
Still follow ou ‘mid foss and gain, 
In winter's snow and summer's rain, 
That by our love and pardoning grace 
Bright, happy home your dwelling-place. 

Lyons, N. Y. C. R. 

f OS —————— 


The Right and the Wrong. 


I presume the children who are readers of 
this corner of Tur TRUTH SEEKER know of 
the class of people who believe in spirits of 
good and evil. 

Evolution has not progressed very far in 
the case of this class. They do not think it 
possible to perform a good or kind action 
without the help of a spirit. 

I do not think any child who can be inter- 
ested in the Children's Corner believes any 
such absurdity. Yet you may bav wondered 
about this question of right and wrong, and 
would like to think a little about their origin. 

When in the course of ages this planet evo- 
luted from its nebulous state and became fit 
for the abode of the higher mammals, as has 
already been explained in this corner, man 
made his appearance in the form best filted to 
survive in the struggle for existence. At 
first, probably, if he thought at all, it was 
only of himself, and how he could appease 
his hunger as he roamed through the great 
forests of a tropical country, killing and eat- 
ing animals weaker than he, and doubtless 
being killed and eaten by those larger and 
stronger. But, being the highest form yet 
developed, his superior reasoning power aided 
him in avoiding those things which his ex- 
perience had taught him tended to his de- 
struction, the avoiding and doing of which 
were his first ideas of right and wrong. 

This was a very simple beginning, and con- 


cerned only each separate individual, but the 


most intelligen men would liv the longest, 
because they were able to take better care of 

. themselvs, and had children who would nat- 
urally be intelligent likc their parents. 

It was probably a long time before man 
discovered that several men together could 
defend themselvs against danger much better 
than one man alone, and so for mutual pro- 
tection they commenced to dwell together in 
communities. This was the first germ of so- 
ciety, that has developed into what we now 
hav. 

Love of life is the strongest feeling in every 
creature. The thought of life brings happi- 
ness, and whatever adds to one's happiness 
makes life more desirable. As men dwelt 
together and advanced in intelligence, their 
capacity and desire for enjoyment increased. 
It was no longer possible for a man to liv for 
himself alone; others’ rights must be consid- 
ered. If death were desirable, and the 
thought of life made one unhappy, then 
right and wrong would no longer be what it 
is. Murder then would be right because it 
brought great happiness to the victim. If to 
hav one's property stolen caused one great 
satisfaction and enhanced his bappiness, then 
a thief would be a benefactor, and theft 
would not be wrong. If lying did not cause 


confusion in business transactions and soci- 
ety did not suffer when one could not believe 
& word his neighbor said, then lying would 
not be wrong. 

Experience has taught people differently. 
To insure a man's own safety, he found 
that he must not take his neighbor’s life, 
and s» murder became wrong. To enjoy the 
possession of his own property, which he 


found brought him happiness, he learned he: 


must respect that of others, so honesty be- 
came right. 

Briefly, right is that class of actions which 
men hav found by the accumulated experi- 
ence of thousands of years to be best for 
them and that which brought the most hap- 
piness; wrong, the class of actions which hav 
been found to cause misery. us 

There are many wrong actions which bring 
a temporary pleasure, but if we consider 
them well, we soon see they ultimately result 
in unhappiness. It may make a drunkard 
happy to get drunk, but we can easily see 
what wretcheduess would ensue if everyone 
sought happiness in that way. 

JESSIE BREWSTER. 


tp 0 
Gur Puzzle Box. 
1.—REBUS. 


What we dread as we grow old. 


2.—GEOGRAPHIOAL PYRAMID. 


1. Asia (abbr.). 

2. A Jake in Turkish empire. 

8. A town in France. 

4. A town in S. A. 

5. A lake in Nevada. 
Lyons, N. Conran RookER. 


3.—REBUS. 


The motto of some merchants. 


4,.—INVOLYED OMARADE. 
Within the shortest kind of street, 
A team and snake we see complete; 
But street, team, snake, as they unite, 
Bring but a steamer into sight. 
Meanwhile, a lady on its deck 
Now wears that snake around her neck ; 
No reptil now, its furry coat 
Protects from cold the lady's throat. 
Such wondrous change in man or beast, 
Can work the poser, poet, priest ; ` 
But yet imagination's play 
Must still return to Reason's way ; 
And ever still the mind must know 
The substance from its fitful show ; 
Or, in the Jand of shadows bound, 
The mind must prove itself unsound ; 
While gods and ghosts and snakes conspire 
Against it, with chimeras dire. 
Irwin, Iowa. J. K. P. Baxer. 


5.—SOMETHING FOR THE YOUNGEST. 


> N 
N / S NS 
Can you see what Fa 
ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'8 CORNER 
APRIL 28, 1887. 
1.-It is trying to curtail. 
2.-Sagnacity. 
9.-On each side of the tree, and in the cen- 
ter of the picture, may be seen the figures of 
the two old folks, when in the youthful garb 
of ** long ago.” 


EUN x d 


Correspondence. 


San Drzao, Car., April 11, 1887. 
Dzar Miss Wrxon: I thought so many 
timesI would try and form acquaintance with 
you, and the little Freethinkers, but I am so 
much older than some that hav been writing; 
but when I saw that some had been writing 
at the age of fifteen, I thought I was not any 
too old. My father has been taking Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER off and on for about eight 
years. He likes it very much, and always 
gets me to read the Children’s Corner. We 
went and heard Mr. Putnam two nights, and 
liked the lectures very much, too. We hardly 
ever go to church, tut most every Sunday go 
toa Good Templar's meeting instead. But it 
is raining to-day, and we can’t go. Well, I 
must close, hoping to see this in print soon. 

Your Liberal friend ever, 
Linu D. WATKINS. 


BunsErT, Ner., April 1, 1887. 
Dear Miss Wixon: We are having very 
fine weather here now. Papa has all of his 
grains own. Papa had Mr. Jamieson deliver 
three lectures here. His first lecture was on 
“What Freethinkers Believe and Disbe- 
lieve;” second, ‘‘The Bible and Science, and 
their Relation to Each Other;” third, 
“Thomas Paine.” I think the Science Col- 
umn is very interesting. Papa appreciates 
the pictures very much. I like them too. I 
think if Mr. Heston should stop the pictures 
the paper would not be worth as much as it 
isnow. Papa read the selections from Mr. 
Ingersoll in the last TRUTH SExKER aloud; he 
thought they were splendid. He said he was 
going to giv it to some of his friends to read. 

Well, I will close for this time. 
I will ever remain your true friend, 

ESTELLE WHITNEY. 

Raomz, Wis., April 8, 1887. 
Dear Miss Wrxon: I hav often felt as if I 
would like to write & letter to the Children's 
Corner, but then I hav let it slip, until to- 
day another desire has seized me. Father 
has taken Tax TRUTH SERRER a number of 
years. and we think it the best paper printed, 
especially since the pictures commenced. 
They and the Children’s Corner are the first 
that take my eyes. My little bovis very fond 
of looking at the pictures. I will write a few 
of his idea about God, which may interest 
the children. (He was about three years old 
then; he is six now.) ‘ Ma. who made all 
them pretty little moons?” ‘‘ They are stars, 
and it issaid that God made them.” ‘‘ Where 
does God liv?” ‘Up in the sky, it is said.” 
Then he looked up at the beautiful starlit 
sky and said, ‘Oh, yes, I see him peeking 
his head out of his kitchen window.” Atan- 


| other time, he had been told to come in when 


it rained; one day a little sun-shower came 
up, which lasted about five minutes. He 
came around to the door and said, ‘‘Mamma, 
it sprinkled a little, but I did not get wet. 
God did not hav much water to-day, so he 
only pushed a little down.” When about 
four years old, he said, ‘‘ There’s a man in the 
moon, isn't there?” ‘‘So they say.” “Yes, 
there is, for I see him putting his specs on.” 
For fear of taking too much of your valuable 
Corner, I will, if there is no objection, write 
a few more of Willie’s queer expressions next 
time. Wishing you success in your grand 
and noble work, I will close with love and 
kind regards to you and all the children. 
Yours with respect, 
Mrs. MATHEA MORSE. 

P.S.—Perbaps I may as well giv my age, 

like the children, which is twenty-three years. 
Oax Mitts, Kan., April 9, 1887. 

Drar Miss Wixon: As I hav written to 
Aunt Elmina, I will take the opportunity in 
writing to you. 

Iam a reader of Tae Trurn SEEKER, and 
take much interest in reading the Children's 
Corner. I find that it contains many nice 
letters from the young Liberal readers, who 
seem to think lots of you and the Corner. 

Tug Trura SEEKER is a grand, good 
paper, and its editors are rising toward a 
place of distinction. All of the noblest Lib- 
eral men and women on earth contribute to 
its pages, and try their utmost courage in 
making it the grand emblem of Liberalism, 
and they are working rapidly toward our 
cause. How is Colonel Ingersoll? I was 
shocked to hear of the bad condition he is in, 
but I hope to hear of his recovery. I hav 
lost my youngest brother by the hand of 
death, and home does not seem like home 
without him. I hav read the ‘ Story Hour,” 
and when I turn to the beautiful portrait and 
tribute of your little niece, it makes me feel 
so bad to think that such a bright little gem 
should hav a life so brief. 

Well, hoping to hear from you, and wishing 
the Children’s Corner success, I will close, 
ever remaining, ‘Your true Liberal friend, 

Gro. J. REMSBURG. 


[Colonel Ingersoll is, we believe, recovering 
his usual health. We all wish him long life, 
good health, and strength to deal many more 
sturdy blows against the follies and supersti- 
tions of the time. We sympathize deeply 
with our friend and all the family in the loss 
of dear baby Gene. We can understand all 
the grief and loneliness that came into the 
home when the dear baby boy went out. 
But we must learn to bear our sorrows and 
losses patiently, and cling the closer to the 
loved ones who remain with us. We thank 
George for his kind letter, and sball always 


be glad to hear from him, as well as all our 
boys and girls who find pleasure in the Cor- 
ner.—Ep. C.C.] : 


Moopy, Tzx., April 4, 1887. 

Dear Miss Wixon: Once more I take up 
my pen to write to the Children’s Corner, 
with my love to all who are correspondents 
of the Corner. It givs me pleasure to think 
that there are so many that can think for 
themselvs without having priests to think for 
them, and I think that the day is not far off 
when they can all think for themselvs, breathe 
the pure air of freedom, and study science 
instead of those ridiculous tales about Selo- 
mon, Joshua, and David, a man after God's 
own heart. But Christianity is dying out. 
When we look back in the history of the past 
and see how the church used to do, we can 
see that it is coutinually failing. When we 
cast an eye around over the country we see 
the most intelligent people are Liberals, we 
notice the most studious people are becoming 
skeptical. The old creeds suit them no 
longer, but must step back and make room 
for something new. We hear preachers get 
up in the pulpit and say that the Bible is in- 
spired by an all-wise God. That is ridic-. 
ulous! Do you think an all-wise God would 
inspire a book that most of the schoolboys 
are going around correcting its mistakes, and 
showing its falsities? We think that God 
never made any revelation at all, if there be 
such a thing asa God. And as for the Bible 
being a revelation to man from an infinit 
God, it can’t be, for it contradicts all branches 
of science. If it be a revelation it should 
hav revealed the art of the telegraph, the 
locomotiv, the steamship, and all other 
branches of science. It says nothing about 
the other worlds that exist in this omnipotent 
space. If it be a revelation it should hav re- 
vealed all things to man, and not left him to 
find it out the best way he could. 

Yours for truth and love, 

Jonn M. Sivvons. 


Musootan, Kan., April 10, 1887. | 

Dzar Miss Wixon: As I read the Chil- 
dren's Corner in Tue Truru SERKER, I no- 
tice that more girls write to you than boys, 
so I'll try to help the boy's side out a little. 
There are not many Liberals out here, as far 
as I know, but I'm glad to say that all our. 
family are Freethinkers. My father has been 
lecturing against Romanism and the Catholic 
church for a number of years, and has writ- 
ten a book entitled, ** Romanism ; or, Danger 
Ahead,” which has been circulated quite 
well, considering the time it has been pub- 
lished. When I become a man I shall do my 
best to hinder the Catholic church from gain- 
ing & foothold on our now happy republic. 
It is very true in all Freethinkers’ minds that 
the Catholic church is the worst petty thief 
in the whole universe. Your picture, '* Wo- 
men the Supporters of Priest and Pope," is 
the best thing out, and I, for one, thank Mr. 
Heston for his true as well as original pict- 
ures. If the Catholic church was away from 
the ignorant Irish, I believe they would be- 
come more wealthy and better law-abiding 
citizens. I believe a priest would take the 
last penny from a laborer just to get the 
man’s sins forgiven. 

Father is in Chicago, so I’m all alone with 
two boys anda girl. I felt kind of lonesome, 
so I thought I would write to you. We hav 
about thirty cattle, a hundred pigs, and seven 
horses. The grass is grecn, and the leaves 
are coming out now. It looks as if we are 
going to hav an early spring. i 

Miss Wixon, I do hope you will excuse my 
poor penmanship and form of letter. I hope 
you won't put this letter in the waste-basket, 
for I would like very much to see it in print. 
Iam thirteen, and hope to write to you again 
before I am fourteen. I remain, 

` Your Freethinker friend, 

Lonniz J. Grover. 
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New Wine in Old Bottles.* 


There can be no radical reform in things until 
opinions hav been radically reformed.—Lttire, 1849. 
What is this “labor movement,” pray? 

We hear about it every day; 

The thing has grown to such dimensions 
‘That statesmen show it their attentions, 
And wise philosophers and snch, 

Who talk, and talk, and talk so much, 
That I confess I can't make out 

Exactly what it’s all about; 

But notice that behind their backs 

‘They carry every Man an ax, 

And judge the “movement” must be that 
Of something these are sharpened at— 

A sort of agricultural wheel; 

And this it is that makes me feel 

Almost afraid to speak my mind— 

I havn't any ax to grind. 

However, as I've heard about 

The "* movements? being near knocked out 
For making an unwary lurch 

Against the power of the church, 

I'll risk a word, for I'm an amateur 

Of movements, though I'm no dynamiter. 


Al! honor to the meanest one 

That plants a seed beneath the sun, 
If hope go with it from his heart 

‘To make the more another's part; 

But he tbat claims the right to lead 
Must know the soil and know the seed, 
For whoso plants for bread alone 
Willfind his gift shall turn to stone. 


What need we now? Does “ progress” rob 
'Phe wealth of that great heart whose throb 
Had quickened, strengthened from the first? 
Then ours, indeed, are days accurst. 

But no, the human heart is whole ; 

Faith dwindles—faith whose firm control 
Once shaped the yielding wilis of men 

To one for what was righteous then. 

But now the heart has lost its guide 

And vainly turns from side to side. 

But must it turn forever 80? 

Thank the fair light of reason, no! 


What need we? Truth! Let men be taught 
The naked truth, and minds so fraught 
Will more and more see life as one— 

For truth is single like the sun— 

‘Till hearts combining for the right 

Make scattered force resietless might. 


But whatisiruth? Is it not he 

That walked the waves of Galilee ? 
Though praised his name all names above, 
It is not he, for this was love. 

!l'rnth is that humble faith we draw 
From sequent facts that men name law, 
Which build no heaven in the skies 

To fade from sight of searching eyes, 
But lead us step by step from birth 
Until our dust returns to earth; 

With promis, if we rise again, 

To lead us as they led us then. 


No sudden light is this we bring, 

Like Saul’s, to Damas journeying ; 

Truth cannot change the wrong heart’s way 
Between to-morrow and to-day. 

This thing it is that truth can do, 

Make one in will what hearts are true, 

And, placed alone at evil’s side, 

Shine till the worst be purified. 


Poor “ movement!” Luke has left a line 
About old bottles and new wine, 

Skin bags, you know, and nothing narrable 
Can teach us more than this same parable; 
No wonder your old bottle hurst, 

You might hav known it from the first. 


‘The truth and all the truth shall save. 
Can hands be free while heads are slave? 
Shall hungry stomachs hav their part 
And leave unfed the famished heart? 
No! Let us strike for freedom whole, 
For Freedom's body and her soul. 


Make truth the banner of your hope, 
Nor bow to big or little pope ; 

Aye, down with popery in ecience, 
Down with popery in song, 

Down with all the little popes 

‘That batten on the brainless throng ! 
Greed and ignorance are banded, 
Freemen, freemen, guard your rights! 
Down with all these robber barons, 
Down with all these robber knights ! 
Where is now the flower of manhood 
Ever foremost for the truth? 

Greed has chilled the craven blood 
That lags along the veins of youth. 
Must we see the valiant spirit 

Fire and sword had failed to tame 
Grovel at the beck of gold? 

Arise, you dastards, rise for shame ! 
Ienorance, the dam of sorrow, 
Girded with the two-edged sword, 
Gropes along the ways of darkness 
Followed by her motley horde, 
Bringing tacks to nail our savior 

To the cross where Christ was slain, 
Ours, the son of man immortal, 
Born of wedded heart and brain ! 


Stand we firm until the dawning, 
Calmly conscious of our might, 
If like men we stand together 
Foes will vauish with the light. 


What need we? Common sense to save 
The common people from the knave, 

To cure them of the growing hate 

Of higher worth that leaves the state 

An easy prey in all its parts 

To dirty hands aud dirty hearts, 

And common pride to make “ their betters ” 
Ashamed of common scoundrels’ fetters. 
Watch them on each election day 

March up and giv their votes away— 

Not always giv—to men they know 

Unfit, then wait a month or so 


*Copyright, 1887, by Louis Belrose, Jr. 


| 
And hear them all begin to curse 


The power of the corporate purse 
Because these men hav sold them out 
Per contract to some scurvy lout 

That's needed by a corporation 

As senator of this great nation. 

While men endure such things as these 
Reform is but an idle breeze, 

With hardly force to raise the stench 
From office, council-hall and bench. 
Omnipotence with such a crew 

Would giv it up, and yet will you 

With twopence worth of patent theory 
Make everything look bright and cheery ? 
Change your men first, turn to and show 
If things are wrong they make them go. 
Are these same “ toilers " men in fact, 
Or shall we plead the baby act, 

And turn them over to be schooled 

By some paternal Mr. Gould ? 

Hands are votes here; there's no excuse 
That men can offer for abuse 

Except their own stupidity ; 

Open their eyes.and let them see ! 

Show them why man, though strong to trace 
An unknown planet’s course in space 
And giv it trysting-star and day, 

Is weak to find his earthly way ; 

Why Hurry hastens to her fall, 

But step by step shall conquer all. 

Teach them to take the sure and hold 

As worth the rest a thousand-fold ; 

But let them make no plea from this 

For lengthening life of things amiss ; 

No balm to soothe the wakening fear 
That all may not be perfect here. 

I plead no cause but truth, and he 
That named the price of liberty 

* Eternal vigilance ” knew well 

His sword had bought wheretyrants sell. 


Teach them to doubt the power of lip 
And trust in honor's bulldog grip, 
That catches fast and holds its own 
In spite of menace, blows, or bone. 
So shall they find the men whose toil 
Through rain and shine will wrench the spoil 
From bloated avarice, and giv 
The just an equal chance to liv. 
Lours BELBOSE, JR. 


to ——————— 
A Dog That Reasoned. 


Mr. Harold Dollner, a nativ of Denmark, 
and for many years consul-general of Den- 
mark in this city, and a portion of the time 
acting minister for that kingdom, and well 
known to business men as the head of the 
firm of Dollner, Potter & Co., of New York, 
for many years resided in Brooklyn in a kind 
of rusin urbe—a mansion of the old style, 
situated on Washington avenue, in the midst 
of what, for a city, are large grounds. He 
always took a great interest in his flowers, 
trces, and vegetables, and in the heart of the 
city raised the very finest pumpkins. He 
also kept two or three dogs; one a house dog, 
&nother of the spaniel variety, and the third 
a powerful mastiff. The mastiff was always 
Chained near the stable, and not far from the 
rear entrance to the premises. 

In a certain autumn the pumpkins which 
were produced in Mr. Dollner’s garden were 
of such extraordinary size and beauty that 
they excited the cupidity of a person who 
stole two of the largest of them, and took 
them to the Horticultural Exhibition, where 
he entered them as his own, and actually took 
the premium for them. This so raised Mr. 
Dollner’s indignation that he instructed his 
gardener to take off the largest of those which 
remained and deposit them in the cellar lest 
they should also be stolen. At the same time 
he told him to set the mastiff loose, so that if 
anybody else came in at night to steal the 
pumpkins, the dog would attack him. Pur- 
suant to this order, the gardener worked all 
the afternoon taking off the finest of the 
pumpkins, which he carried up one by one, 
Piling them near the cellar door until he had 
finished, when he conveyed them into the 
cellar. About sunset he unchained the 
mastiff. 

'This dog had watched the performance of 
the gardener, and during the night he gnawed 
off the largest of the remaining pumpkins 
and carried them one by one to the cellar 
door, where he piled them up and stood 
guard over them until the next morning, 
when as the cook arose and opened the 
kitchen door, with an expression of great de- 
light the animal wagged his tail, looked up 
for approbation, and went away. The next 
night he gnawed off everything from the size 
of a hazel nut upward, and carried them to 
the cellar door as before. A few days after- 
ward, when the person suspected of having 
stolen the pumpkins, who had always been 
friendly with him, entered, the mastiff sprang 
upon him with the utmost rage. . 

It is plain that the mastiff had never seen 
such an operation before. He, therefore, 
must hav comprehended it by an efort of the 
mind, held it through the entire night, worked 
upon it, contemplated tt as a completed act, and 
surrendered the pumpkins to the family when 
they arose. Yet, of course, he failed to com- 
prehend the reason, or to distinguish the 
value of the ripe from that of the green 


I 
pumpkins. 


He also obviously connected the 
man, who had in his sight stolen the pump- 
kins, with the deed.— Christian Advocate. 
————— 9$ 9———————— 
The 1887 Annual. 

There has been lying on our table several 
weeks a copy of the 'TRurTH SEEKER ANNUAL 
for 1887, compiled and printed by those en- 
terprising publishers, the Truth Seeker Pub- 
lishing Company, of New York. The 
ANNUAL has been issued for several years, 
and the set make & valuable and interesting 
cyclopedia of Freethought statistics, argu- 
ments, etc., but this last issue is in some re- 
spects the best of all. In the place of the 
nonsense usually found in almanacs, this 
space on the calendar pages is utilized to giv 
the dates of important events, births and 
deaths of distinguished men and women, etc. 
Then follows a condensed and very candid 
review of the progress of the Freethought 
movement in the United States during the 
year 1886; also another carefully prepared 
article on Freethought abroad. The other 
articles are the address by President Cleve- 
land on the occasion of inaugurating the 
statue of Liberty; ‘‘ The Right to Testify,” 
by F. M. Holland; Work accomplished by 
the American Secular Union, written by S. 
P. Putnam, and a beautiful poem, ‘‘ The 
Coming Dawn,” by D. Louis Bodge. The 
closing article is an interesting story by Si 
Slokum. The most important feature of 
this number, and which should secure it a 
wide circulation among those who like to hav 
information of this kind at hand for ready 
reference, is the department devoted to the 
Sunday, oath, and blasphemy laws. Fifty- 
four of the large pages are devoted to this 
subject. Everything to be found in the con- 
stitution and laws of the several states and 
territories, regarding the observance of rest 
days, qualifications necessary to testify in the 
courts, blasphemy, etc., has been carefully 
Collected, affording information heretofore 
inaccessible to the general reader. If any 
one thinks there are no ‘‘ Blue laws” in this 
country, he should invest twenty-five cents 
in this ANNUAL. There are a dozen or more 
full-page engravings scattered through the 
work, taken from Bennett’s journey ‘‘ Around 
the World,” presenting scenes in China, 
Japan, India, ete.—Denison, Texas, Sunday 


Gazetteer. . í 
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Books. 


Try-Squarz; or, Taz Cuuron OF PRAOTIOAL 
Reuraion. By Reporter. New York: The 
Truth Seeker Company. 12mo, pp. 314. 
Price $1. 

This is decidedly an odd book. The “ Re- 
porter ” disclaims authorship, and he denies 
us his name on the ground of modesty. Al 
names of persons and places are confessedly 
fictitious, but everything seems so familiar 
that the reader will readily admit that it all 
might occur in any Country village. 

The locus of the story (if story is a permis- 
sible word here) is in Pinville, which appears 
to be a small village in central New York. 
The hero is Job Sawyer, commonly called 
Uncle Job, who is one of nature’s originals— 
a regular nonesuch. He has ‘‘ roughed it” in 
early life; but at the time of his introduction 
to us he is about sixty years old, is wealthy, 
and has been many years a justice of the 
peace. He is really a radical Freethinker, 
yet he prefers to be called an ‘‘ independent 
thinker” because, as he alleges, the Free- 
thinkers hav become about as sectarian and 
dogmatical as orthodoxy is. 

The book opens with a dialog between 
Uncle Job and the local Methodist preacher 
in a village store where they happened to 
meet. The preacher finally confesses: ‘‘I 
know that such talk as yours comes from a 
pure and honest heart;” but he adds: “ If 
you don’t like what we are doing in the 
churches, why don’t you take hold and show 
us how to do something better?” As the old 
man’s answer to this banter is the keynote to 
the whole book, we quote it entire: 

* SawYER (dropping his head thoughtfully). 
I think that point is ‘ well taken,’ as the law- 
yerssay. I havheard it before, and I always 
thought it was a good point. I hav been 
hoping and wishing for years that somebody 
would make a move in the right direction; 
but nobody moves, though millions are com- 
plaining that something is wrong. Since you 
hav brought the matter home to me so forci- 
bly, I think I will undertake, in my humble 
and uncouth way, to start a reformation 
right here in Pinville.” 

After crushing an orthodox Conspiracy and 
surmounting other difficulties, Uncle Job 
succeeds in founding what he calls ‘‘the 
Church of Practical Religion,” with a goodly 
number of charter members, and he becomes 


pastor of the new church. In his first public 
talk, he describes his charter members as 
follows: **I think a careful scrutiny of that 
list will reveal the name of no ‘ deadbeat’— 
no person who changes his residence every 
three months, more or less, to avoid the pay- 
ment of & just rent—no person who obtains 
eredit, at the grocery or elsewhere, by prom- 
ising to pay next week and then forgetting to 
redeem his promis—no manufacturer of, or 
dealer in, intoxicating beverages, nor any 
person who knowingly permits his property 
to be used in connection with such business— 
no gambler, nor person who permits his 
property to be used for the purposes of gam- 
bling—no woman of unchaste Character, nor 
any male associate of such & woman—no 
intriguing, deceitful politician, nor trickster 
of any kind—no person who buys votes, or 
corruptly influences votes in any election 
—no person who sells his vote or polit- 
ical influence, for money or other val- 
uable thing—no person who has wilfully 
sworn falsely, either in taking an oath of 
office, or otherwise—in short, you cannot find 
on that list the name of any person who has 
ever been accused of any act, however trivial, 
which the common voice of mankind pro- 
nounces wrong." 

The new preacher explains to his congre- 
gation why there will be no praying in his 
meetings. He frankly says he doesn’t be- 
lieve in it, and givs them this bit of his own 
experience. Once, when a young man, he 
had been in dire extremity; all his efforts to 
extricate himself proved futil; death faced 
him on every hand, and, in a moment of de- 
spair, 

** *T jest flopped down on my marrow-bones 

Crotch deep in the snow and prayed ;’ 

or rather I tried to pray, but could not. Ev- 

ery word I uttered seemed like blasphemy. 

I felt like a criminal, and stopped . . . 

and I hav never tried to giv utterance to a 

prayer from that day to this." 

The ‘“Try-Square” is-a rule of conduct 
invented by Mr. Sawyer which he sets above 
the Golden Rule of Confucius—that rule 
being, as he claims, founded wholly in self- 
ishness. He has squared his own conduct 
by it for years, and has found it an infallible 
guide. 

In his preaching (a number of sample ser- 
mons are given in the book) Uncle Job 
pitches into all the evils he sees about him in 
the most sturdy fashion. He is especially 
fired up in opposition to the prevailing polit- 
ical vices—vote-buying in particular—and he 
denounces from his pulpit many local sinners 
by name. The old gentleman is possessed of 
a very earnest and positiv nature, and he givs 
hard knocks right, left, and center; and his 
discourses make very entertaining reading, 
even for those who dissent from his views. 

— e 
Obituary.. 

Departed this life from Austin, Nev., March 
14, 1887, Mr. David Dear, aged 55 years 8 
months and 11 days. A nativ of Kent, 
England. 

Although a nativ of England he had spent 
the last twenty-two years of his life in this 
country and Canada with his wife. Hemade 
a trip to England with the idea of staying 
and spending his days there if it pleased him, 
but he found that country had lost all its 
charms for him, so he returned to make his 
home in the United States. Deceased was 
one of the finest specimens of honesty and 
integrity it was ever my pleasure to know. 
Ihad known him as a Christian and he was 
a good man, and I knew him when he com- 
menced to read THE TRUTH. SEEKER, and 
other Liberal works, and then he sailed out 
into the sea of Freethought, which opened a 
vista that expanded his thoughts and ideas, 
and he had the faculty to express them with- 
out giving offense. Without any apparent 
effort or desire on his part he would draw the 
trust and confidence of all he became ac- 
quainted with. He was the man always 
selected to repose some trust in, and it 
scarcely required his word for his bond. He 
leaves a wife to mourn his loss, as she alone 
can mourn the loss of a model husband and 
Companion. Death is the great harvester of 
all things, but death cannot destroy the infiu- 
ence for good of & noble life. 

His wife had but just arisen from an ex- 
tended period of sickness, through which he 
had tended her, when he was stricken with 
the disease that terminated his life in three 
days. He was unconscious several hours be- 
fore he died, so he could giv no expression of 
his hopes or fears of the hereafter, but he was 
the kind of man that would die as he had 
lived, and be content to be judged by the 
past or future by his good works. 

‘ JAMES Moss. 
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Ingersolls Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
* Humboldt,” “ Thomas Paine,” “ Índividual- 
ity,” and “ Heretica and Heresies,” 


The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: “The Ghosts,” “Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” ** The Declaration of In- 
dependence,” ‘About Farming in Ilinois,” 
“The Grant Banquet,” “The Rev, Alexander 
Olark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and ** A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25. 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. 


What Must We Doto Be Saved? Pa- 


per, 25 cents. .- 

The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents, $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 

This makes a grand missionary document. 

Liberals should scatter it generously, 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franviscan, 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

, Millions of these should be circulated, 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from 

the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
. ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents, 


Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 
und in one volume, To meet the demand 
for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on “ Ortho- 
dozy, bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
a, Price of $5. Bent by mail postpaid, 
Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s *Tribute to 
His Brother,” “The Vision of War," the “Grant 
‘Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 
“ Little Harry Miller's Grave,” that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
to any address, for 50cts, or either one for 15cts. 
Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book is a gem. It is a model in eyery re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated ** Decoration Day Oration," never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “ tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, ar; ents, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
yersations of the author. The work is designed 
for and wili be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal sonvenir. To help 1t serve this 
purpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and aide, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style je: in full Turkey mo- 
roeoo, gilt, exquisit y fine, $7.50; in full tree 
ghest possible style and finish, $9. 


calf. 

The Busts of Voltaire, Paine, and 
Ingersoll. Cabinet size; true to 
life, price 1.50 each, Every admirer of these 
apostles of Religious Liberty should hav them. 

Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 


panel, 10x17, $3; boudoir, $1; cabinet, .40 
f nts. : 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


. From 'Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 
Oloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 


W.S B3LL'SPAMPHLETS. 


The Conflict between Christianity 
and Civilization. 
PRICE, - co a - 


It_is a stunner; concise, scholarly, and good.— 
M. E. Billings. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
PRICE, 15 CENTS. 


Accept my thauks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—J ames Parton. 

Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Man,—T. B. Wakeman. 

A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. It is a very 
able paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 

ge. 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTS. 


The number of heads under which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concisé manner in which each point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
Itake great pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition "to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self government.— 
J. J. McCabe. d 


. 
Ingersoll’s Tributes. 
REOUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: 

The Vision of War, 
Tribute to his Brother, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 
The price of these heretofore has been $1.00, We- 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
Jom akage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
- 88 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


15 CENTS. . 
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PRICE, 25«CENTS. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 


"The Bole Factors and Exact. Ratios in Its |'The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


Acquirement and Apportionment. 
By J. K. INGALLS. 


CONTENTS: Economic Schools: a brief re- 
‘view of their Origin and Growth; Rise and 
Growth of Capitalism; Unearned Increase: 
profit, interest, rent; Conservation of Wealth; 
Tools and Improved Machinery; The Nature of 
Wages; Private and Social Wealth; Land Own- 
ership; Private Property in Land; Capital and 
the Produetiv Factors; Partnership and Co-op- 
eration; Law of Contracts; Money and Credit; 
Of Value or Economic Ratios; Taxation as a 
Remedy; Reforms, net Remedies; Suggestions 
to Legislators; Conclusion. : 

Price, Cloth, $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, itis now known to be the work of 
H. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


MEX oF Busnuss Wo Dip Somernina BESIDES 
Maxine Money. 


A BOOK FOR YOUNG AMERICANS. 
BY JAMES PARTON. 


This book contains 400 pages, plainly printed, 
treating of forty-six characters in history who hav 
helped the world; together with eight portraits. 
Mr. Parton's works need no commendation. They 
are standard. 

Price, - + - «= - $1.25. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEK ER. 
28 Lafayette Place. New York 


The Secret of the East, 
OR, 
The Origin of the Christian Religion 
and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Price, $1.00. For sale at this office. 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonne 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 

st, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents : cloth, $1.25. 


Exeter Hall. * One of the most excit- 


ing romances of the day." Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 


Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition. By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 
30 cents. 

By 


All in a Lifetime. 
Miss Susan H. Wixon, “The great charm of 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 
ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
rom so gifted & pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks." Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 

e wish thatthe friends of Freethought would 
istribute thousands of these telling pictures, 


A Romance. 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 
By Gro. M. Davenrort. This is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 32 well-filled pages. costing only 
“a quarter,” but as full of meat as an ORR. It is 
well called oa for we find nothing un- 
practical in it. Hens, ducks, roseo, and turkeys. 
are particularly discussed and their economical 
breeding and keeping treatedof. There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition to 

the poultry literature of the day. 
TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


REPLY 
TO REV. L. A. LAMBERT'S 
“NOTES ON INGERSOLL’ 
By B. W. Lacy. 
A thorough exposure of the Catholic priest's 


Historical misstatements. 
Price Cloth, 31: Paper, 50 Cents. 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:80 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions 
Able speakers interest the andience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Ear 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wm, HENRY 
Burr. Priee, cents. For sale at this office, 
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“SHUPPEL’S MODERN HOUSES”) No, 8, 
(Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
ot painting. 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for putting them together. 

While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. Itis, in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; & perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most Popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 

TB. 


55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000). erg 
2 New Designs for Barns. 
1 New Design for a Chapel. 
Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 
(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 
An Article on Villa Park Associations. 


SENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE $1. 
' Address 


TEE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASSON, 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 


From the German of MAX NORDAU. 


SEVENTH EDITION. 
A most powerfully written book.—Phtla. Recerd 
This Book is not a Book! Itis a Deed and 
those who oppose it will prove that they fear it.— 
Vienna News. Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


Tho Bite Analyzed 


John R. Kelso, A.M, 
CONTENTS: 


The Old Testament.—The New Testament.—The 
Oreation.—The Deluge.—The Exodus.—The M: 
cles of the Bible.—The Errors of the Bible.—The 
Prophecies.—The Devil or Batan of the Bible.—The 
Heaven and Hell of the Bible.—The Sabbath of 
me Bible.—The God of the Bible.—The Messiah or 

avior. 

Orown octavo, 888 pv. Splendidly execute . Ben! 
by mail. post paid, Price, $3.00. 


SACRED MYSTERIES 
AMONG THE 
Mayas and the Quiches 11,500 
Years Ago. 


ORIGIN OF THE BIBLICAL MYTH 
By AUGUSTUS LE PLONGEON. 
Illustrated. - - - Price, $2.50. 

For Sale at this office. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents, 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 800. 


HERE AND THERE 
IN YUCATAN. 


Miscellanies by Avice D. Le ProNGEON 
Author of “ Yucatan: Its Ancient 
Palaces and Modern 
Cities." 

Price, $1.95. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 28 Lafayette Place 


THE 


Fathers of Our Republic: 
Paine, Jefferson, Washington, 


Franklin. 


A LECTURE delivered before the Tenth Aanua 
Congress of the American Secular Union, 
in Chickering Hall, New York 
November 18, 1886. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 


Price 15 cents. Addres 
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dlews of the eek. 


New York went dry again last Sunday. 


A Crinaman of this city, who calls himself , On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
“ Tom Paine,” was arrested Sunday for iron- 
ing clothes. Justice Murray let him go, say- 
ing he did not regard ironing clothes as a 


crime. 


Tur Rev. Dr. Bristor, 
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DIDIDEST 


Gladstone, Huxley, 


Muller, 
Linton, 


Reville, 


OONTENTS: 


W. E. Gladstone. 


II. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 


preters of Nature. By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 


] III. Postscript to Bolar Myths. By Prof. Max 
Muller. . 


I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. By Hon, sion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of 


IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. 


By Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 
. 
! stone. By Albert Reville, D.D. 


j VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. 


on 


This is a new book and contains the latest VIA 
e: 


participants are & guarantee of its able character 
i Price, paper, 58 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette PL,New York 


Y. Dawn of Creation. An Answer to Mr. Glad- 
By Prof. T. H. 


VII. a ne ind a Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin-| can slavery has been in many respects the worst 
t 


Gems of Thought. 


Ir will be found upon examination that Ameri- 


form that has been known, and that in all its de- 

| formities it has been sustained by the greatest 
leaders in all the orthodox churches, while its 
bravest and truest opponents hav been Infidels.— 
D. M. Bennett, 


We knowal about your moldy wonders and 
your stale miracles. We 
want a this year’s fact. We 


Methodist; servant girl ; 


ask only one. Giv us one fact 


felonious assault; trial 


for charity. Your miracles 


this week at New City, 


N. Y. 


T. F. MoGowaN, of 
Brooklyn, who is district- 


are too ancient. The wit- 
nesses hav been dead for 


attorney of Queen’s 


county, has disappeared. 
He is said to be & de- 
faulter to the extent of 
nearly $20,000. 


Tne Rev. T. H. Dab- 
ney, of Floris, Ia., left 
home the other day tell- 
ing his wife that he was 
going to baptize some 
converts. It has tran- 
spired that he eloped 


with the seventeen-year- 
old sister of his wife. 


Tas Rev. Arthur Mor- 
rison was convicted at 
Baltimore last Saturday 
of stealing a horse, and 
was sentenced to the 
penitentiary for seven 
years. Mr. Morrison 
was a Methodist, and 
had previously been in 
jail. 


New Jersey now has 
a law that all goods 
manufactured in state 
prison shall be so labeled, 
in order that those who 
object to prison contract 
labor need not unwit- 
tingly encourage it by their patronage. 

A NEARLY completed Presbyterian chapel 
in Montclair, N. J., was blown down, on the 
29th ult., at a loss of $3,000. 

Tuc farmers at Paulding. O., hav blown 
up acanal reservoir with dynamite because 
it covered and ruined a large tract of land 
that they wish to cultivate. 

Tux Rev. Adolph A. Schabehorn, Presby- 
terian, of Nyack, N. Y., is being tried for in- 
temperance, untruthfulness, and immoral and 
improper ** conversation" with women. 

Parson GOODELL, of Providence, R. I., 
who, according to the charges of Mrs. Foster, 
went wrong last fall, has been whitewashed 
by an ecclesiastical court and acquitted of 
ministerial conduct. 

Two Louisville, Ky., negroes committed a 
criminal assault upon a young girl and were 
lodged in jail. Last week a mob endeavored 
to lynch them, and there was a riot, which 
was quelled by calling out the militia. 


Ove of Buffalo Bil's Wild West Indians, a 
Pawnee brave, contracted pneumonia while 
the show was in this city, and a few days ago 
he was buried in a paupers grave in Potters 
Field. The show is now in London, 


Tue women of West Fairview, Pa., who 
prayed the court a few weeks ago that a 
license might be granted in their town hav 
had that prayer granted. 'The reason they 
assigned was that they would rather hav 
their husbands drink in town than go to 
Harrisburg, two miles away. 


et 


1 


Tne Rev. C. F. Stiver, Episcopalian, of 
Grenada, Miss., came flying down the steps 
of a house where resided his parishioner, 
Capt. W. P. Fowler, the other day, and as 
he reached the gate the captain appeared in 
the door and shot him. The minister fell to 
the ground fatally wounded. Being told 
that he would die, Mr. Stiver requested that 
his slayer should not be punished, as he was 
justified in the act. The inference is that 
the Rev. Mr. Stiver had insulted Mrs. Fowler. 


A vooru named Defreitas jumped off the 
Brooklyn bridge last week. A policeman 
grabbed him by the heel as he went over, so 
that he turned several somersaults in the air 
and struck the water head foremost. Then 
he swam to a boat and was taken aboard un- 
injured. He was sentenced to three months’ 
imprisonment for disorderly conduct, but 
procured bail and got a situation as a freak in 
a museum. Odlum, the first man to jump 
from the bridge, was an athlete and a scien- 
tific jumper, but was killed by the concussion. 
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nearly two thousand years. 
Their reputation for “ truth 
and veracity "in the neigh- 
borhood where they re- 
sided is wholly unknown to 
us. Givus & new miracle, 
and substantiate it by wit- 
nesses who stil hav the 
cheerful habit of living in 
this world. Do not send us 
to Jericho, to hear the 
winding horns, nor put us 
in the fire with Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego. 
Do not compel us to navi- 
gate the sea with Captain 
Jonah, nor dine with Mr. 
Ezekiel. There is no sort 
of use sending us fox-hunt- 
ing with Samson. We hav 
positivly lost all interest in 
that little speech so elo- 
quently delivered by Ba- 
laam’s inspired donkey. It 


A righteous citizen escapes. 


Odds and Ends. 


Tue rule oftenest broken in school—ferrule. 


A MAN who does business on a large scale—a 
coal dealer. 


WHEN punishing a child never strike it above 
the belt. 


Trompson : “ Suppose a man should call you a 
liar, what should you do?” Jones (hesitatingly) : 
** What sized man?” 


THE woman in full dress “bares her blushing 
honors thick upon her,” with, however, not very 
much accent on the blush. 


“Yu little spalpeen ! I'll tache ye now niver to 
come home agin half-dhrownded to yer poor ould 
mother till yez knows how ter shwim !” 


Ir takes two to make a bargain, except in cases 
of matrimonial bargains. Then a minister is re~- 
quired, although, in some isolated instances, his 
services are dispensed with. 


ANGEL DARLING: “Mamma, where did baby 
tome from?” Fond mother: “Papa bought him 
in the market." Angel darling: “ Why didn't 
him div’ ten cents more and det one wif hair on ?" 


A MAN in St. Augustine, Fla., 

Built a house which was almost a ca. 
There was nothing so nt., 
As he thought, in the st., 

But his guests said that nothing was ha. 


Housr-uuNTER (to Harlem landlord) : ** Why do 
you charge such a high rent for the house?" 
Landlord : ** Because there is a beer saloon on one 
side, a livery stable on the other, and a church 
across the way. All the conveniences!” 


Tug willof Edward Kuehn, of Omaha, provides 
that his body shall be crematcd, and his ashes 
placed in a silver urn, to be set up over the bar of 
a popular saloon in that city. He wants a chance 
to see his friends trying to get where he is. 


A parry who testily viewed, 

The bebavior inane of a diewed, 
With a dynamite bomb 
Kuocked him out sur-le-champ, 

In innocuous desuetiewed. 


FaTHER: “Tommy, you should try and bea bet- 
ter boy. You are our only child and we expect 
you to be good.” Tommy: “It ain't my fault that 


Lam your only child. It is tough on me to be’ 


good for a lot of brothers and sisters I havn't got.” 


A LITTLE four-year-old in Harlem created a rip. 
ple last week by remarking to the teacher of the 
Sunday-school class: “ Our dog's dead, and I 
guess the angels were scared when they saw him 
coming up the walk. He’s awful cross to stran- 
gers,” 

“No sir," thundered the old gentleman, “I hav 
made up my mind that my daughter shall never 
marry a man who plays poker.” “She might do a 
great deal worse, sir.” ‘“‘Impossible! Poker has 
proved the ruination of thousands of men, and its 


vietims never recover from the infatuation. She 
“ Excuse me, sir, but I’m 


could never do worse.” 
sure she could. She might marry some fellow 
that thinks he plays poker.” The old man 
thought it over.” 


“Do you see that dignified-looking gentleman 
across the way?” “Yes.” “He has been a vestry- 
man in our church and superintendent of the 
Sunday-school for over twenty years." ‘Is that 
807" Thenin a lower tone: * What do you sus- 
pect him of 7” 


Wiewue: “That fellow with the long hair! Oh, 
i hes a poet.” Filtrip : '" His isa striking figure— 
undoubtedly a man fired by high ambitions.” 
Wigwug: ‘Ah! Well, I liv in his neigborhood, 
and I happen to know that he has also been fired 
by his landlady.” 


Layman (to deacon, after early service): ‘‘ The 
music was fine this morning, deacon ; magnificent 
| —particularly the offertory. I was enraptured with 
it!" Deacon (without a suspicion of guile): “ Yes; 
Inoticed that you were so enraptured that my 
efforts to direct your attention to the contribution 

; box proved fruitless !” 


THE story has recently been imported of an 
English grave-stone maker who was ordered to 
cut on a stone the words: ** A virtuous woman is 
&crown to her husband." The stone, however» 
! being small, he engraved on it: '* A virtuous wo- 
man is 5s. to her husband." In England a five- 
shilling piece is called a crown. 


A MOURNING husband came to see the bust of 
his dear deceased wife. “Pray study it well,” 
said the sculptor. “It is only in clay, and Ican 
alter it.” The widower looked at it with the most 

i tender interest. **It is her very self!” he ex- 
claimed; ' her large nose—the sign of goodness.” 
Then, bursting into tears, he exclaimed, “ She was 
80 good! Make the nose a little larger !" 


“I UNDERSTAND, ’Lijah,” said the minister, 

* that many of you colored people hav very queer 

ideas of heaven. Now, take yourself, for instance, 

i do you believe in the orthodox theory that heaven 

is a place of pearly gates and golden streets?" 

* No, sah, I don't," was the emphatic reply. “ Dat 

‘scription am too promiskiss to be true. Hebben, 

sah,am a place wheer de ’possum hab only one 
eye.” 


Onx of the new rules of a Western railroad is 
that clergymen making requisition for half-fare 
tickets are obliged to make afidavit that they are 
regularly ordained, and are engaged in no other 

: occupation. A certificate was recently received 

; Trom a preacher at Salina, Neb., who added after 

the words, “I am engaged iv no other business or 
occupation,” the phrase, “But in preaching the 
unsuchible richs of god’s Word.” 


Tue new English gun weighs I am afraid to say 
.how many hundred thousand tons, and carries a 
projectil weighing you wouldn’t believe how 
many thousand pounds; but, at any rate, it costs 
eight hundred dollars every time itis fired. And 
one day last week they spent thirty-two hundred 
dollars missing a target four times. This may be 
war, but, to a plain man, it looks a great deal more 
like extravagant foolishness —Burdette. 


THE NEW GOD. 
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is worse than useless to 
show us fishes with money 
in their mouths, and call 
our attention to vast multi- 
tudes stufiing themeelvs 
with five crackers and two 
sardines. We demand a 
new miracle, and we de- 
mand it now. Let the 
church furnish at least 
one, or forever after hold 
her peace. — R. G. Inger- 
soll. 


PHILOSOPHERS hav no 
aggressiv tendencies. With 
eyes fixed on the noble goal 
to which they tend, they 
may, now and then, be 
stirred to momentary 
- wrath by the unnecessary 
' obstacles with which the ignorant or the malicious 

encumber, if they cannot bar, the difficult path; 

but why should their souls be deeply vexed? Tho 
, majesty of fact is on their side, and the elemental 

forces of nature are working for them. Nota 

star comes to the meridian at its calculated time 

but testities to the justice of their methods—their 
! beliefs are ** one with the falling rain and with the 
l growing corn.” By doubt they are established, 
i and open inquiry is their bosom friend. Such 

men hav no fear of traditions, however venerable, 

and no respect for them when they become mis- 

chievous obstructions; but they hav better than 

mere antiquarian business in hand, andif dogmas, 

which ought to be fossil, but are not, are not 

forced upon their notice, they are too happy to 

treat them as non-existent.—Huzleys Origin of 

Spectes. 

‘Trg very true, my sovereign king, 
My skill may well be doubted ; 
But facts are chiels that winna ding,. 
An’ darna be disputed. —Burns. 

Tar gospels, as professed records of Christ's 
words and deeds, will be allowed to form the most 
important portion of the New Testament collec- 
tion. Now, the idea of God having inspired four 
different men to write a history of the same trans- 
actions—or rather of many different men having 
undertaken to write such a history, of whom God 
inspired four only to write correctly, leaving the 
others to their own unaided resources, and giving 
us no test by which to distinguish the inspired 
from the uninspired—certainly appears self-confut- 
ing and anything but “natural.” If the accounts 
of the same transactions agree, where was the 
necessity of more than one? If they differ (as 
they notoriously do), it is certain that only one 
can be inspired; and which is that one?—Greg's 
Creed of Christendom, 

I uav now pitched my tent under a cypress-tree ; 
the tombis now my inexpugnable fortress, ever 
close by the gate of which I look upon the hostil ar- 
mament, and pains and penalties of tyrannous life 
placidly enough, and listen to its loudest threat- 
enings with a still smile. O ye loved ones, that 
already sleep in the noiseless bed of rest, whom in 
life I could only weep for and never help; and ye, 
who, wide-scathed, still toil lonely in the monster- 
bearing desert, dyeing the flinty ground with 
your blood—yet a little while and we shall all meet 
there, and our mother’s bosom will screen us all; 
and oppression’s harness and sorrow’s fire-whip, 
and all the Gehanna bailiffs that patrol and in- 
habit ever-vexed time, cannot henceforth harm 
us any more.—Carüyle's Sartor Resartus. 

WE do not know what death is any more than 
we know what life is, but whatever it is it is 
natural We ought to say, “I know not what 
there is in the future, but whatever there is Iam 
ready to meet it.” This is thefaith we need—faith 
in nature and in what nature does. Death is only 
the last step of life. Weshould not take any more 
care for this last step than for any other. It is 
merely a step of the earth instead of on it. Ido 
not like the habit of talking so much about what 
has no present concern. It is well enough to look 
into the future as far as we can, but let us not for- 
get that we livin the present. When we hav ex- 
hausted the here, it will be time enough to think 
of the hereafter.—L. K. Washburn. 
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Jlotes and Glippings. 


Tug Society of American Artists hav 
opened their gallery on Sunday, at Fifth 
avenue and Nineteenth street. 


Tur Exccutiv Committee of the American 
Museum of Natural History in Central Park 
hav made a formal proposition to the board 
- of Estimate and Apportionment to open their 
museum on Sunday if the city will pay the 
extra expense, which is set at $15,000 per 
annum. 

Tug charges against Pastor C. C. Herriott, 
of St. Paul, are that he used the study at- 
tached to the church as an office for his real 
estate speculations; that he made $9,000 in 
booming real estate, and while advising his 
flock to giv one-tenth of all they possess to 
the Lord, made no such partition of his own 
profits. He is asked to resign. 

Tms note about Dr. Mary Walker is from 
the Philadelphia Times: Among the guests at 
the Girard is Dr. Mary Walker, whose natty 
male attire and general make-up are the sub- 
ject of discussion, as she passes in and out of 
the hotel. Her age was the conundrum that 
agitated a group of gentlemen last evening. 
* I saw her twenty-five years ago,” said one, 
"and she must hav been thirty years old 
then." Another one chimed in: ‘‘ You're 
wrong. She was not over twenty when she 
made her first appearance in Washington 
about 1866. That would make her about 
forty.” Finally a venerable-looking individ- 
ual, who claimed to know, astonished all 
present by solemnly assuring the disputacts 
that the subject under consideration was 
‘close on to sixty.” 


Bispop FowrzR gave the following advice 
to ministers at the Fall River Methodist con- 
ference: “ You are expected to do pastoral 
business, not social. Remember, and it will 
save you from trouble. You go into the 
homes of your parish representing all these 
ministers and taking all their characters with 
you. Rather die than come out with soiled 
garments. I hope you are married. You 
ought to be. Never hav a relation of which 
you would be ashamed to tel your wife. 
Keep that in mind and you will never hav a 
select conference sitting on your case. So 
conduct yourself that any man in your parish 
will be glad to hav you call whether he is at 
home or not" Now if the preachers will 
only act upon that advice! 

WE consider that the millions of Agnostics 
and Spiritualists in the United States, with 
the leaven of Buddhists, are allies of the 
Jews, for they teach and practice in better 
spirit what the Jews teach and practice, 
namely, universal tolerance, justice, charity, 
philanthropy, and all the great qualities 
which elevate, dignify, and ennoble human 
nature. Israel has allies in those brave sci- 
entists who by their researches are enlighten- 
ing the human mind, redeeming it from 
ignorance and enthroning reason where su- 
perstition reigned. We Jews owe a debt of 
profound gratitude to the Darwins, the Hux- 
leys, the Haeckels, the Drapers, the Buck- 
leys, the Youmans, the Tyndalls, and, in a 
different sense, to the Becchers of this gen- 
eration. Weowea debt of profound grati- 
tude to the Voltaires, the Diderots, the Gari- 
baldis, the Mazzinis, the Jeffersons, the 
Paines, the Humes, the Galileos, the Brunos, 
the Shelleys, the Franklins, the Copernicuses, 
the Humboldts, the Washingtons, and all the 


. rooms in the house. 


immortals of the past generations who in de- 
fiance of established tyranny, religious and 
political, proclaimed and defended those 
eternal truths which are the very soul and 
essence of civil and religious liberty. Through 
their teachings and life-works the shackles of 
the Jews, of mankind, hav been broken in 
the civilized portion of the Old World and in 
the New. Yes, through the noble labors of 
such dauntless and liberty-loving souls the 
Jew sits in the Parliaments of Italy, France, 
England and other countries; he sits in Con- 


. gress and in our state legislatures; he fills 


eminent diplomatic positions, and in all pub- 
lic and private stations he is the peer of any 
man.—Jewish Times. 


Tug Greensboro Workman has a fragment 
of a diary kept by a lady visitor to Jefferson's 
residence at Monticello in 1805, and in that 
diary special mention is made of the style of 
the house, that some of the floors were inlaid 
with cherry and other species of fine and 
costly wood. There was a separate apart- 
ment devoted to the philosophical and astro- 
nomical apparatus of the president, and this 
the writer termed one of the most elegant 
There was also a pow- 
erful telescope, and a writing machine, the 
latter a present from a gentleman in Paris. 
The Workman concludes that while it may 
be true that the style of Mr. Jefferson’s house 
is greatly surpassed by many of the dwellings 
of modern times, yet it cannot hav been a 
“ rude structure.” 


WE congratulate the Independent upon the 
good senseand fairness of this editorial : “We 
confess that we do not understand for what 
good reason Congress, after having provided 
in general terms that there shall be no differ- 


ence in rates as between different persons, 
should except ministers of religion from this 
rule, and allow common carriers, coming 
within the provisions of the act, to do busi- 
ness for them at reduced rates, as compared 
with other persons. If the reason be that 
these ministers are usually poor men, and 
hence cannot afford to pay as much as other 
people for the same service, then. we reply 
that this reason in many cases proceeds on a 
false assumption, and that so far as the as- 
sumption is true it proves too much. A 
great many other people are also poor; 
and, poverty in the case of ministers 
being the ground of the exception, then 
Congress might just as well hav pro- 


.vided that nothing in this uct shall be con- 


strued to prevent any common carrier from 
giving reduced rates to poor people. It is no 
harder for a minister to pay the usual rates, 
because he is poor, than it is for a poor widow 
or any other poor person to do the same 
thing. But if the reason for the exception in 
the case of ministers consists in the mere fact 
that they are ministers of religion, and not 
lawyers, or doctors, or merchants, or ordinary 
workingmen, then we beg leave to say that 
this, in our judgment, is very far from being 
a good reason. Ministers of religion, in their 
business and civic relations, are entitled to no 
special exemptions or privileges because they 
are such, and should be subjected to no dis- 
abilities of any kind on this ground. They 
should, so far as law is concerned, be treated 
simply as citizens, nothing more and nothing 
less, having the same rights and privileges as 
all other citizens, subject to the same respon- 
sibilities, and bearing the same tax burdens, 
without any exception in their favor, and 
without any discrimination against them." 
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Communications. 
Tales Told Out of School. 
Ty. 
THE REV. DR. JONES'S REPORT CONTINUED.—THE INFIDEL 
PRESS. 


The Infidels, although so numerous all over the 
country, are not organized. Fortunately for us, they 
hav not yet learned the secret of organization, and 
therefore do not know how to raise funds and estab- 
lish missions in order to spread their principles. Any 
church which had in its communion so large a num- 
ber of intelligent, well-to-do people, with a creed or 
without a creed, like the Campbellites, but with such 
zeal and self-denial as the Infidels manifest, would be 
a power in the world. A police force in a city, or a 
regiment of soldiers in the country, can quell a mob 
and scatter an insurrection in a little while of vigor- 
ous effort, because they are disciplined in the use of 
weapons, and hav their minds concentrated on a sin- 
gle object. But the Infidels are made up of such a 
heterogeneous set of independent thinkers that it is 
impossible to associate them in an organization for 
practical purposes. The English government and 
the landlords keep the Irish people in subjection by 
preventing them from being armed and organized, so 
that they cannot throw off their oppression, or even 
conspire to do so. The popish religion has made 
them trembling slaves to their priests, and the gov- 
ernment, taking advantage of this servil spirit, has 
kept them in political slavery for hundreds of years. 
If such a miracle could be wrought that the five 
millions of Irishmen were changed in one night into 
the same number of nativ Americans, it would be 
interesting to stand off in a safe place to see the con- 
sequences. One year would be long enough time to 
sweep the landlords out of the island, and restore the 
soil to its natural owners, They would do it, not by 
blind dynamite, but by dint of organization, which, 
whether secret or open, enables one man to chase a 
thousand, and two to put ten thousand to flight. 
The secret of organization, and the idea that a river 
which bears the commerce of a nation on its bosom is 
made up of the ten thousand little streams that run 
into it, we Protestants got from the Catholic church, 
which has been studying the subject and trying its 
plans for eighteen hundred years. Organization, 
disciplin, and the perennial flow of the little streams 
of money into the common treasury are the sine gua 
non to success for any cause in this world. The Infi- 
dels, with amazing stupidity, hav deprived themselvs 
of this great advantage in fighting the church, by 
their excessiv individualism, which would scarcely let 
any dozen of them agree together in killing a copper- 
head snake. They hate a creed, or anything that 
looks like it, as a mad bull hates a red flag, and this 
want of a platform and a policy disintegrates and 
hamstrings them, so that they cannot marshal their 
forces in battle array. This sconner at creeds can 
not much be wondered at when we remember what 
long and bloody wars hav been raged round dog- 
mas, like the trinity, which no man can understand. 
And the church may congratulate herself that this 
lack of organization incapacitates the Infidels for 
laying siege or making a combined attack, and 
enables us to regard them simply as an insurgent 
mob, without arms, without disciplin, without a com- 
missariat, and without a leader. 

Yet they hav a number of weekly journals, the 
publishing offices of three of which, being the most 
important of their number, I personally visited, 
incognito, and had conversation with their editors. 
In every instance I found them to be gentlemanly 
men, candid in answering any questions I put con- 
cerning the cause to which they hav dedicated their 
lives and labors. ; 

THE “ INVESTIGATOR,” 

at Boston, is the oldest journal of its kind in this 
country, having been in existence over half a century, 
and, what is very remarkable, under the conduct of 
the same editor and publisher. Brother Comstock, 
who takes the oversight of all this class of papers, 
informs me that of all the Infidel publications, the 
Investigator is most free from faults. 
seems to be so amiable a man that, although I would 
not trust his fangs when irritated any more than I 
would Ingersoll’s, he is in a good measure free from 
venom in his utterances. I saw his paper regularly 
during the time I was in the Eastern states, and 
think Brother Comstock’s judgment is correct. But 
I observe that the Investigator is high-priced, like 
the other species of the genus, indicating that adver- 
tisers do not patronize it extensivly, suspecting, I 
suppose, its limited circulation. Still, the quality of 
the paper, and typography, prove that the concern is 
in a flourishing condition. More than any other 
paper I hav seen, the Znvestigator is not so much the 
mouthpiece of an editor who, once a week, givs an 
utterance which sets all his subscribers to thinking 
on some branch or aspect of the cause he advocates, 
as it is an organ through which any man of any mind 
can lay his views before the public. 

The Freethought journals are peculiar in this. 
matter how devoted a Christian a man may be, if 


Mr. Seaver. 


offers an article in defense of his own opinions, or in 
direct opposition to those advocated by the paper, it 
will be given a conspicuous place in its columns. It 
must be confessed that the Infidel editors are the 
only men in the country who hav the courage of their 
opinions, and prove it by allowing complete freedom 
of thought and utterance. On this account I learn 
that the Spiritualists extensivly patronize them, be- 
cause, while the Infidel editors to a man are Material- 
ists, and do not believe in the immortality of the 
soul, they publish articles in favor of this doctrin as 
readily as they do those of their own kidney. Our 
religious papers, in their exclusiv devotion to ortho- 
doxy, seem to hav no confidence in the inherent 
power of truth to defend itself by cutting its way 
through ignorance and prejudice till it reaches the 
conviction of the judgment. They expose themselvs 
to the criticism of acute observers that a constant ad- 
vocacy of their own one-sided views, and a constant 
refusal to giv a hearing to the other side of the ques- 
tion, betrays a seeret suspicion that their opinions are 
not defensible by argument. A religious paper would 
not dream of publishing one of Ingersoll’s lectures, 
and dissecting it, and showing its fallacy to its 
‘readers, for fear such discussion might do harm 
to or displease some of its subscribers. But the In- 
fidel editors would like nothing better than to pub- 
lish the most orthodox sermon in their columns, so 
that their readers might see the contrast between or- 
thodoxy and Infidelity, and learn the reasons which 
each party givs for the faith that is in them. We 
are forced to admit that of the entire press in 
this country, political or religious, the Infidels alone 
carry out the idea, and exemplify it, that the press 
ought to be entirely free, and present and dis- 
cuss both sides of every question which concerns the 
welfare of mankind. British statesmen are justly 
full of wonder at the perfection of the United States 
Constitution as an organ of political government. It 
is indebted for this to the full and free discussion 
that prevailed in the convention which framed it, in 
all the political papers of the time, and in all the 
thirteen legislatures, or state conventions, to which 
it was submitted for examination, adoption, or rejec- 
tion. There was nosmothering of objections. Each 
framer recognized the fundamental principles of the 
preamble, and, having the mens conscia recti, they 
arrived at a unanimity of judgment, which, although 
not complete, was sufficient to put the governmental 
machinery in motion, so that its defects, if it has any, 
might be detected and amended, as was really the 
case. 
In the same city of Boston is 
* THE INDEX,” 
begun is 1876 by Mr. Abbot, a man of superior abili- 
ties, but for the last five years in the hands of Mr. 
Potter, a Unitarian clergyman of extremely “ ZLib- 
eral,” which means Infidel, principles; associated 
with Mr. Underwood, who, for many years, I am 
told, was a famous lecturer and debater on the ques- 
tions that divide the church from the Infidels, The 
Index, in its weekly issues, is the organ of the Free 
Religious Association, a society which reminds me of 
the sarcastic phrase lucus a non lucendo, since all 
the religion there is in their creed of no creed is not 
enough, as old Dr. Miller used to say to his theolog. 
ical students, “to convert a flea" The paper is a 
specimen of the fine intellectual culture which the 
transcendentalists of New England hav reached, and 
of those who edit it, and write for its columns. No. 
one can read or understand it unless he isa good 
way removed above mediocrity in mind and attain- 
ments; and on this very account it can do no possible 
harm to the rank and file which compose the body of 
the church. Its arrows are beautifully feathered, 
pointed, and poisoned, and fatal when they strike, 
but in the present war go entirely over the heads of 
the common people, and produce no results which 
should alarm our fears. Changes of the kind desired 
by the Infidels, in order to be successful, and per- 
manent in their effects and influence, must begin be- 
low, instead of above, especially in a republican gov- 
ernment like this, where the people rule. The 
church’s sheet anchor, in the storm now hurtling in 
the heavens, is the common people, and the women; 
and these, thank God, are out of reach of the weap- 
ons wielded by the Jndex, and its like. 
Not so with 
“ THE NEW YORK TRUTH SEEKER.” 

This, I should judge, is the best supported and most 
influential of all the Infidel papers I havseen. It is 
embellished every week with cartoons illustrating 
some passage of scripture, and designed by caricature 
to destroy the reverence the common people hav for 
the word of God as an inspired and infallible revela- 
tion from heaven. Some of the subscribers who had 
been trained up in Sabbath-schools and Bible classes 
and who had been taught toregard as sacred all that 
was within the lids of the Bible are still shocked at 
the blasphemy of these cartoons, and in some in- 
stances hav quit supporting the paper; but enough 
hold on, and cheer the artist who is prostituting his 
fine talents in bringing reproach upon the scriptures. 
I spent several hours one day.in Toe Trurx SEEKER 


No | office reading the titles of the books which filled the 
he ' shelves of the salesroom, and glancing, when tempted 


to do so, at their contents. The document marked 
A, which accompanies this. report, is a -printed 
catalog of the books for sale at this office. These 
publications, numbered by the hundreds, constitute 
what our devoted fathers would hav called the very 
armory of hell, all the weapons of which were forged 
by the devil and his angels to be used against Christ 
and his kingdom. These books and pamphlets, each 
of which is & siege-gun loaded to the muzzle with 
deadly explosivs, are cheaply but well printed, and 
circulated everywhere by mail, and offered for sale to 
the people at the close of every publie lecture. 
Brother Comstock, our saintly but gallant chevalier, 
told me that he had done his best to throw a lariat 
round the neck of Tae Trura Srexer concern and 
bring it to the ground, but it defies his skill and 
goes on flourishing like a green bay-tree. 
a A a 


What Objections to Christianity ? 

None ean recall without feelings of pity; the hu- 
man heart goes out in sympathy with those count- 
less martyrs, who hav been, first by one party and 
then by another, led for their opinions to the stake. 
But all of these had, in their hour of supreme trial, 
what they considered an unfailing support. The 
journey from this world to the next, though through 
a trial of suffering, was a passage from a transient 
trouble to eternal happiness, an escape from the eru- 
elties of earth to the charities of heaven. i 

The martyr believed that through the dark vale an 
invisible friend would lead him, a kind hand would 
guide him the more safely on account of the terrors 
of the flames. For Bruno there was no such conso-: 
lation; the philosophical opinions for the sake of 
which he laid down his life gave him no such sup- 
port, unless truth can be said to do so. The last 
great battle of life must be fought alone. 

Is there not something grand, something majestic, | 
in the attitude of this solitary man—something which! 
even his enemies must hav admired—as he stood &lone 
before his inexorable judges, no advocate, no witness 
present, none but the familiars of the Inquisition, 
clad in black, moving stealthily about? The tor- 
mentors and rack arein the vaults below. He is sim- 
ply told that he is guilty of heresy, and must recant. 
He tells them that he does not receive the sentence 
with as much fear as they giv it, and perhaps, for he 
has often done so before, that they, too, are of the 
same belief. What grandeur in this unshaken firm- 
ness of purpose, this inflexible adherence to the truth ! 


| What greatness in this moral resolution, compared 


with the scene that occurred almost sixteen centuries 
previously in the hall of Caiaphas, the high priest, and 
Christ east his gaze upon Peter; and yetitis upon 
Peter that the church has grounded her right to do as 
she did to Bruno! . 

But posterity is now offering a tardy expiation for 
this great ecclesiastical crime, and there will soon, we 
trust, be a statue erected that will for ages haunt the 
occupants of the Vatican. And, what is yet a better 
tribute to the honor of this noble man, and will be 
more enduring than bronze or marble, the Liberals of 
this country date the Era of Man from the execution 
of Bruno, and this is Anno Scientiz 287. 

And the illustrious Galileo fared but little better at 
the hands of the church, When he published his 
work vindicating the Copernican theory, the Congre- 
gation of the Index declared it heretical, the author 
was ordered to recant and abjure his error on pain of 
death. To this Galileo yielded. The church then 
had rest for sixteen years, when Galileo again vent- 
ured to publish another work, when again he was 
summoned to Rome to answer to the charge of 
heresy, and there, with his hand on the Bible, through 
the fear of death, he is forced to deny what he knows 
to be true. - 

What a scene! This venerable man, the most 
prominent of his age, forced by a degraded church 
and despicable priesthood to deny the truth! He was 
then cast into prison for the remaining ten years of 
his life, and when he died he was considered 80 much 
of an Infidel that he was denied burial in consecrated 
ground. 

Kepler, too, was driven from his chair in the uni- 
versity, which he had so long and honorably filled, 
because his discoveries were not conformable to the 
scriptures. The church, not content with burning, 
imprisoning, and otherwise persecuting the apostles 
of truth, has given them & name she thinks most 
odious—that of Infidel. The church has fought with 
all her might every new-born science, and distilled ` 
her venom upon every progressiv idea, until forced to - 
accept it, when, with the consistency for which 
she is famous, she will take the new philosophies 
under her fostering care and name them “ Christian.” 

We need not search history in order to verify this 
statement. Our own times furnish plenty of illustra- 
tions. While the church can no longer punish for 
disbelief, yet she continues to hurl her anathemas at 
every bold doubter, and from pulpit and press hav 
been flung sneers at all the leading scientists of the 
day. It has not been long since you would hear 
from every pulpit in Christendom the names “ Dar- 
win” and * monkey ” hissed with an idiotic sneer that . 
quite revealed the missing link. But at present the 
church offers but a mild opposition to the theory of 
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evolution, and it will not be long until that will be 
considered & Christian doctrin, and its immortal 
author will soon be placed in the calendar of Chris- 
tian saints. 

It is perfectly consistent with the doctrin of infal- 
libility for the church to persecute. For if her au- 
thority is from omnipotence, if she is infallible, she 
cannot err; her decision must be final. Everything 
that is contrary to her doctrins must be pernicious 
and cannot be tolerated. And if it is absolutely nec- 
essary for the salvation of the world that mankind 
should accept this religion, it is far better to perse- 
cute a few Infidels here than allow their wicked doc- 
trins to spread and drag a large portion of humanity 
to perdition with them. And if God is going to 
punish to all eternity those who deny the Lord, it is 
perfectly right that his representative should torture 
them just a little here, by way of an introductory to 
what they will get hereafter. : 

Though the church can no longer kill or imprison 
for disbelief, she can silence an adversary about as 
effectually by throwing her influence against him and 
ruining him financially and socially. Many a man 
who, with a little investigation, would be valuable in 
the Liberal ranks, is awed into submission through 
fear of being ostracized by the church; and the 
church is not anxious about his salvation so long as 
she can extract the dollars from his pocket. 

Through this cursed influence of the church the 
vices of nations are fearfully multiplied; people being 
forced to purchase immunity with deceit and safety 
with falsehood. Men, being forced to be dishonest 
with themselvs, become dishonest with others, and 
for the sake of position and profit proudly wear the 
garb of hypocrisy, woven by the cunning hands of 
priests. 

What crime can there be in an honest doubt? Is 
an earnest investigation to be rewarded by suffering 
excruciating tortures for all eternity? Must a man 
throw away his reason, that lamp which guides him 
through the darkness to the realm of truth, and be- 
lieve a senseless superstition, in order to be saved? 
It seems to me that the man who would refuse to 
reason and investigate should be the one to be 
damned. 

Although it may be consistent for an infallible 
church to persecute, it is not consistent with truth. 

If the doctrins of the church be true, why need 
they fear to hav its claims investigated? Truth does 
not fear inquiry, but courts it. The reason why 
priests and clergymen hav always taught that it was 
a sin to doubt, that God was angry with the dis- 
senter, was because, in my opinion, with them a secret 
fear prevailed that their superstition might be false. 

If Christianity is true, there need be no fear of an 
honest inquiry into its claims, for if true, it will come 
through the fire unscathed, and if not true, everyone 
should rejoice in knowing it, for no one should wish 
to entertain erroneous opinions. 

If nature is from the same divine source as Cliris- 
tianity is claimed to be, why is not God as jealous of 
one as the other? One may deny with perfect free- 
dom every fact of nature. We may deny every truth 
of astronomy, deride every law of physics, hold in 
contempt every proposition of geometry, and scoff at 
the multiplication table, and neither God nor the 
preachers would care. The only ology God is jealous 
of is theology, and when that is assailed, an army of 
half a million priests rise to defend his favorit subject. 

If Christianity is a religion of truth, purity, and 
love, those believing in that religion ought to be 
charitable to an opponent. And if God is the 
founder of such a religion, he ought to be able to 
maintain it without the aid of the civil. power. Ev- 
eryone ought to feel its divine influence. But 
instead of Christianity filling men’s hearts with love, 
it has filled their hearts with hatred, as the long rec- 

. ord of cruelties and crimes of the church will prove, 
and the sooner such a religion is banished from the 
world the better for humanity. 

The Christian asks us what we will giv in place of 
his religion. He claims we tear down and do not 
build. But if we wish to build a new house where 

` an old one stands, do we not first hav the old one to 
remove? It is true we giv no creeds in place of the 
old ones, we furnish you with no superstitious dog- 
mas in place of Christianity; we endeavor to clear 
the mind of error that truth may be received from 
every source. With us dogmas are nothing; they 
hav to be given up, and in every progressiv move- 
ment this is the case. Hav not the more recent and 
liberal Christian sects given up many dogmas held 
by the older ones? They hav outgrown some few 
creeds and dogmas, and the Freethinker has out- 
grown them all. We no longer need them. 

If you were sick, would you ask the doctor what 
he would giv in place of the disease? The disease is 
eradicated that you may exercise yourself a whole 
man. So, with us, we wish to tear error and super- 
stition from the human mind, so that the intellect 
may be exercised unbiased and without fear. 

The time is not yet ripe for Freethought social 
organizations to take the place of the church; though 
in many places this is being done, and will be done 
when the time is ready for it. 


One may do as much good out of the church as in. 
To giv up superstition and accept rationalism does 
not pluck the flower of pity from a single human 
breast. Our hearts go out in sympathy for the suf- 
ferer as do those of the Christian. Bible or no Bible, 
faith or no faith, creed or no creed, the angel of love 
goes forth on her errands of mercy. Theology or no 
theology, we can endeavor to make our fellow- 
creatures happy, for the “place to be happy is here, 
and the time to be happy is now." The sick and 
the suffering can be visited and their burdens relieved. 
The naked can be clothed and the hungry fed. Let 
us then turn our attention to bettering the condition 
of ignorant, misguided, suffering humanity, and let 
gods and devils take care of themselvs. Let us no 
longer offer our sacrifices on the altar of an angry 
and revengeful God that does not exist, but let us 
offer our sacrifices at the shrine of humanity. 

Dexterville, Wis. Gero. H. Dawes. 


Ot 
The Dawn of Reason. 


The weakness of Christianity is in its non-obedience 
to the commands of Christ himself. It is selling 
paste stones for diamonds, a pirate ship sailing under 
false colors. The whole scheme of salvation may be 
an outcome of ignorant superstition, as doubtless it 
is, but that does not absolve the church from follow- 
ing in the footsteps of Jesus Christ, who was, in fact 
or fiction, an embodiment of fraternal love. But the 
evidence of God’s love for man, as revealed by the 
history of Christ, finds no parallel in the history of 
the church. Its pages are smeared with the records 
of wars, burnings, tortures, and the terrible deaths of 
its martyrs in the past, and the continual hate and 
dissensions in its ranks to-day. If it is a message 
from the creator, this so-called religion, it has been- 
fearfully misunderstood. In lieu of fraternal love, we 
see the whole aim and effort of the church to bea 
worship of forms and ceremonials, and a cringing 
flattery offered up to God. 

I believe the creativ power has spoken to man, has 
given him commands, just what to do and just what 
not to do, and that the voice of God that has thus 
spoken finds it echo in the very instinct and nature 
of man himself. Nature, and man’s relation to it, is 
the religion which we should all study and seek to 
understand. We need no books to do this, but we 
need a little plain analytical thought, a sort of turn- 
ing round to see who we are. As the new-born child 
turns instinctivly for sustenance to the breast of the 
mother from whom it sprung, so man turns to the 
earth for his support, and finds it there always and 
unerringly. As the mother’s breast is always bared and 
herarms ready to embrace in love the suckling child, so 
the creator’s arm is always extended, and, holding out 
to man the fertil earth, he bids him to a life-long feast. 
Now this is as plain as if we heard it spoken from 
the clouds. 

There can be no mistaking this: it is the voice of 
God. To all forms of animal life the invitation is ex- 
tended, and by all forms of animal lifeit is accepted, and 
not until we come to the highest animal (man) do we 
find an organized attempt to shut out and prevent 
an equitable division of the bounty of God. 

It is man’s greed arrayed against the beneficence 
of nature; it is man’s contempt for the divine will 
clearly expressed in a universal language. This is 
the giant sin of the civilization of this age, the monop- 
olization of the land, and the extortions of the masses 
by a privileged class. 

Though all are bidden to the feast, the majority 
deem themselvs fortunate if they get the crumbs. 

Now, right on top of this foundation of gigantic 
and universal sin against nature, against God, and 
against man, is built a church which pretends that 
love to man is the cause of its existence. Would 
not hate to man be a better word? 

We hear the clergy speak of the will of God, but 
they get it from a book, and expatiate and enlarge 
upon it, some giving one version and another a dif- 
ferent one of the same sentence or command. l 

The religion of the future will take its texts from 
the revealed will of God as expressed in his handi- 
work. Not from musty records of the past, but from 
ever-living evidences of predrdained equity of pro- 
vision for all, shall spring a religion which will be love, 
and, being love, will be divine. It must come. The 
shackles of superstition are falling off of blind 
idolaters; the barbarism of orthodoxy is fading 
before the dawn of God given reason; and slowly 
but surely the fact is looming up that the true wor- 
ship of God is obedience to his will as expressed in 
nature. 

That wonderful mystery, the fragrant rose, which 
blooms in my garden, sprang from the dull earth, 
emitting sweet odor, and delighting the eye by its 
beautiful color, has reached its perfect development 
unimpeded by obstacle or unsatisfied want It. has 
fulfilled its destiny and fades and dies away, but to 
the last, sends forth its fragrant tribute of gratitude 
to its creator. 

But alas for man! With abounding nature already 
to minister to his every want, he finds his brother man 
engaged in putting obstacles, and digging pitfalls for 
him, in his quest for sustenance. 


his brother man. 
regard for a beast than he has for his own race. 
There must be a squaring round, a righting up of the 
universal and brutal wrongs to labor the world over. 
It is coming now, and faster than many suppose. 
The masses are becoming intelligent, their dull eyes 
begin to glitter with the light of common sense. 
The mockery of religion has unmasked itself, and is 
no longer the bugaboo that can frighten them into 
submission to the will of their enslavers. 
keep due on to victory. This government affords 
peaceful means to right our wrongs. 
lunatics and fanatics, and retard the progress of the 
cause. 
from every labor organization in the country. They 
may be likened to an idiot who, with others, is on a 
raft in the river, and discovering a rotten plank in its 
make-up takes an ax and deliberately destroys it, 
thereby drowning himself and all the rest on board. 
The best place for an Anarchist is the lunatic asylum. 
There he may build his chaotic realm of destruction 
in his mind and be harmless, but at large he is a 
dangerous animal. 
him, never did want him, but the subsidized press of 
the country would hav it appear that a labor reformer 
and Anarchist are identical. 


ballot-box. 
ancient superstition, of obligatory forms and cere- 


He monopolizes and holds the land, and enslaves 
And the monopolist has more 


Let us 
Anarchists are 


They should be denounced and expelled 


The labor cause does not want 


There is redress for labor’s wrongs in the peaceful 
There is release from the shackles of 


monies, in the manly assertion of reason over a blind 
and illogical fear of the wrath of God. To the toil- 
ing masses who support in non-productiv idleness 


the large army of shysters, preachers, dudes, and 


their millionaire fathers, royalty and its off-shoots of 
dukes, lords, etc., this frightening the poor toilers 


into a fear of the wrath of God in the next world is 


the most shame-faced of al! the monstrous humbug- 
gery that has been rammed down their throats for 
centuries. 

But just now many of them are raising their erst- 
while downeast eyes, and, looking this ridiculous lie 
squarely in the face, are wondering how it was ever 
possible for them to believe it. It is a libel on the 
creator to condemn the greatest and most marvelous 
of his works—man—and accuse God of placing him in 
a world with the chances largely in favor of his being 
damned eternally. Yet this is the God of the Bible 
and the weapon which is used to keep in submission 
the honest workman. There is no such God as this 
in existence; there never was, nor never will be. 
The cause of life, the creation of worlds, with the 
mysterious power of evolutionary growth of endless 
forms of animals and vegetable life, is,and has always 
been and will ever be, an unsolvable mystery. That it 
ever emanated from a God, shaped after the fashion 
of man, who gets mad at his own work and damns it 
right and left, is a barbarie notion which solidifies all 
the horrors of heathenism, and, curiously enough, is 
called Christianity. 

We hail the dawn of reason as the sure harbinger 
of the emancipation of industrial slavery. 

Wu. ALLEN SMITH. 
—— et — — —— 


Afraid of the Church. 


It is surprising and. painful, the cowardice of our 
literary and scientific writers. Many of these gentle- 
men are a disgrace to humanity and to letters. They 
fear to write what they know to be the truth, lest the 
priesthood and its dupes should be offended. They 
state whole falsehoods and half truths; they slur, 
they cover up, they pervert, distort, and discolor. 

In Frank Leslies Popular Monthly Y hav just 
stumbled upon a case in point. Arthur Vaughan 
Abbot, in an article entitled “ The Telescope and its 
Revelations,” is speaking of the sphericity of the 
earth and its revolution through space. He adds: 


But scarcely three hundred years hav passed since the . 
highest representativs of science and art in the then civilized 
world assembled to compel a poor, insignificant Italian 
astronomer to declare that the world was stationary. 


Shame upon you, Arthur Vaughan Abbot! Why 
did you not tell the truth? Why did you lie? You 
knew that these “highest representativs of science 
and art” assembled, not as scientists, but as digni- 
taries of the Christian, the Roman Catholic, church, 
and that their condemnation of Galileo’s teachings 
was spoken authoritativly as priests and prelates of 
that church. They spoke for the church, in the inter- 
ests of the church, not for science and in the inter- 
ests of science, as you hav dishonestly tried to make 
your readers believe. Perhaps it was not incumbent 
upon you, in writing an article upon astronomy, to 
state that the church which then condemned and 
sought to silence Galileo exists to-day; that it claims 
to be infallible, and that it is the same crafty, cruel, 
and malignant foe of science, truth, and liberty. 
But you were bound to tell the truth of history, and 
not falsify in the interests of the church that forced 
Galileo upon his knees, and wrung a lie from his re- 
luctant and trembling lips. Such prevaricators as . 
you, Mr. Abbot, are stumbling-blocks in the way of 
progress. You are a shame to the noble profession 
of letters. You are unworthy to speak in the name 
of science. E. C. Wanner. 
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Cammunications. 


The Rev. Hate Evil Mossback. 


I suppose there are few men in the world who can 
tell good stories as long, without telling the same 
one twice, as my uncle who livs in Maine. Of course, 
the story sounds a great deal better than it reads, 
because the reader loses the inflection of the narra- 
tor’s voice and a pronunciation that no spelling can 
illustrate Then he has a way of holding the listener 
with his eye, makes appropriate pauses, and throws 
in little glittering bits of profanity which sound well 
enough, but would look out of place in print. In the 
following narrativ which he relates names of persons 
and places are suppressed, as he is settled in a 
sparsely populated country, where all who liv or hav 
lived anywhere within & considerable distance for a 
generation are known to all the rest, and putting 
anyone’s name in print is likely to lead to remark. 
My uncle has no great respect for ministers. The 
pay they receive in his locality is not large enough to 
attract a man who can make his living anywhere else, 
so that the specimens of the cloth seen there are not 
flattering representativs of their profession. He 
said to me one day, “Boy, did I ever tell you about 
old Elder Mossback and his lost ax?" I replied that 
he had not, but I hoped he would, and he said he sup- 
posed he might as well tell it then as any time. After 
pausing & few moments to gather up in his mind the 
details of what he was about to relate, and arrange 
them in the proper order, he said: 


To commence at the beginning, as long ago as 
1850 to '60 there used to be a kind of a gospel prod- 
der and holy stake-driver lived over to Owlsburg, in 
this prohibition state, by the name of Mossback— 
Hate Evil Mossback his full name was. He owned a 
few acres of land, with what he called his dommysile 
on it, that he made his headquarters, and where he 
used to rally from when he made his raids on the 
world and Satan. His wife stayed there for a garri- 
ison to hold the fort when the parson was away. He 
was & preacher by profession, but by trade he was 
the biggest kind of a tramp. Honesty didn’t enter 
into his composition at all. The storekeeper over 
there to Owlsburg trusted him once for some truck to 
keep him from starving, and had to dun him for his 
pay, and then never got acent of it. Finally he gave 
it up and went out to work peeling bark for twenty- 
five cents a day and boarded himself. He said he 
wanted that money the elder owed him, and it was a 
dumbed sight easier to get it that way than to col- 
lect it of old Mossback. 

Fearfully and wonderfully made they say a man is. 
Well, if there was anything that was fearful about 
old Mossy it was his appetite, and the most wonder- 
ful feature he had was his feet; they were big 
enough for a giant. Then he had legs like a giraffe, 
the body of a fifteen-year-old boy, and a head, by god- 
frey, about as big as your two fists. Much as six 
foot four inches tall, he was, and didn’t weigh over a 
hundred and forty after a meal. His mouth couldn't 
hav been made any bigger without setting his ears 
back so they'd touched behind his head, and his nose, 
had been poked around through the scripture 
so often looking after smut that the end of it was 
twisted way off to one side. 

The few acres of land he had was wet and stony as 
the devil, and a better working man would starve on 
it the first year, and so would the parson if he hadn't 
depended more on his begging than he did on farm- 
ing. He generally tried to raise a few potatoes and 
peas to lengthen out his “salary,” as he called what 
folks gave to get rid of him. 

In all the time he preached at Owlsburg old Mossy 
never was known to hav his seed on hand in planting 
time. Instead of saving anything he went around 
the settlement and picked up what he could, a little 
here and a little in 'tother place, and carried it home 
and planted it. They asked him why he didn’t plant 
more,.and he said that land that wasn’t planted 
didn’t hav to be hoed, and saved labor. As lazy a 
man as ever lived in the world. 

One winter potatoes had rotted pretty bad, and 
every bushel a man had in the spring was as good as 
a dollar, cash money. Things looked pretty moun- 
tainous for old Holy Joe, and he didn’t see where he 
was going to get his potatoes to plant. Well, sir, he 
rallied and cast his eyes around for new fields, and 
dumbed if they didn’t light on a settlement about 
four miles away that went by the name of Goldeoast. 
There were quite & number of Christians in the 
place, rich as the devil in faith, but poorer than 
skimmed poverty in every other way. They had 
been supporting a gospel prodder for a number of 
years—one of these exhorters that would open up 
hell right in front of them so that the faithful would 
hang onto their seats to keep from dropping into it, 
and he’d pretty near cleaned the camp out of loose 
change. 

There were others. in the settlement that didn’t 
take any more stock in ministers than you and I do 
—five or six of them, farmers, all but one ; he was a 


carpenter. The leader was old man Porson. He 
used to say he didn’t mind giving a poor tramp of a 
preacher a dollar if he had earned it, but any parson 
that got anything out of him had got to earn it first; 
and what happened afterward showed that the old 
fellow was right. 

This was the settlement that Parson Mossback 
looked at with both eyes peeled; he knew almighty 
well that the faithful there couldn’t help him, and he 
was afraid that the others wouldn't, but he'd got to 
make a rise or starve. So he sends a line to Deacon 
Spike giving out that he'd be at the school-house on 
the Goldcoast next Sabber-day, and would hold di- 
vine services, the Lord willing, both forenoon and 
afternoon, and requests him to giv notice to the peo- 
ple to that effect. Same time, of course, he makes it 
plain to the deacon that a collection would be accept- 
able. ; 

Sunday came to the Goldcoasters, and with it, sure 
enough, comes Parson Mossback, ready to do battle 
with Satan and all his hosts. 

Well, he took for his text, “ The laborer is worthy 
of his hire," and then he spread himself for an hour 
and a half on the duty of Christians to support their 
leaders, and closed his oration by telling the assembly 
that he would take up a collection at the end of the 
afternoon services. The second proceedings passed 
off about like the first, and then old Mossy asked 
Deacon Spike to send around the hat and see what 
he could raise. The deacon came back with one dol- 
lar and fifteen cents in the hat, and Elder Mossback 
began to think that his dumbed sermon hadn't taken 
hold in the right place. Old man Porson was there, 
&nd got up in his seat and apologized for the slimness 
of the collection. He said he didn’t hav much money 
to giv himself, but if some 'taters would be of 
any use to the cause he and two or three others would 
contribute a sackful. The parson said “vegetables 
was as good as cash" to him. Then old Broadax, 
the carpenter, felt the spirit move and he followed 
suit with the offer of an ox-yoke to the Lord if his 
agent could make any use of it. Everything was 
grist that came to old Mossback’s mill, and he 
grabbed quick as lightning. 

The people had been so all-fired liberal with him, 
the parson concluded to stop and preach again in the 
evening. Well, night came and old Mossy was there. 
He never had but one sermon, and he'd preached it 
forward and back that day, so in the evening he had 
to begin in the middle and preach both ways. He 
howled so towards the end that they thought they’d 
hav to stop him to save the roof, but he finally calmed 
down and says, ^My frien’s,” says he, “do not be 
surprised at my enthusiasm. It’s out of the fulness 
of the heart that the mouth speaketh, and my heart 
is full of the love of God and of gratitude toward the 
frien’s who hav been so liberal with their substance 
to-day. You will sing the doxology.” They all 
joined in, and that ended his first and last day’s work 
in the Goldcoast settlement. ; 

Next morning along comes Mr. Broadax over to 
Brother Searls’s, where the parson had gone night 
before for entertainment, with a yoke big enough for 
a pair of young elephants, and of no more use to the 
parson than it was when it stood in the tree, not a 
dam mite. Then comes old man Porson with the 
rest of the contribution in a sack as wide as it was 
long, that held near three bushels. It was full tothe 
mouth, sewed up, and was about as bad to handle as 
the same heft could be in any shape. When the old 
man rolled the sack from his wagon, the parson 
at him to load the thing again and haul it home 
for him, but Porson swore that he'd promised his 
horse to & neighbor that day, and couldn't possibly. 
He would do anything, he said, for a good cause, but 
he couldn't lie for the best of causes. Then he drove 
off and left the Rev. Mr. Mossy to get along the 
best way he could. Old Stake-driver skirmished 
around the sack for awhile, and said it was the 
heaviest lot of potatoes he ever saw, if it wasn't he'd 
be danged. : 

Well, Brother Searls helped him get the thing on 
his shoulder, and then tucked the big yoke under his 
arm, and sent him off It was four miles to Owls- 
burg—up a thundering steep hill and then down 
'tother side a good deal steeper, and then, by golly, 
he had another just as bad to go up before he got 
there. . 

Old Mossy plowed along, the: sweat jumping out 
of every pore, till he'd gone about three miles. He 
didn’t dare to drop either the sack or the yoke, for he 
knew he couldn’t load them again, alone. After a 
while he fell in with a neighbor that took the yoke 
out from in under his arm, and helped him lower the 
potatoes to the top of a big stump beside the road. 
He rested a while, took a drink from a spring, and 
then he got under the sack again and staggered along 
up the hill. Carrying the potatoes came a good deal 
too near earning them to suit him, and he believed it 
was more like doing the work of a jackass than of the 
master that rode on one. When he finally got home, 
dropped the yoke on the ground, and tumbled the 
sack on the floor, he had just wind enough to say to 
his wife, “ Mother, God be praised!” * What's the 
matter now?” says she. “Matter!” he says, * why, 
I've got a lasting holt on that nest of Infidels over 


to Goldcoast. Look at that sack of potatoes. Do 
you think they would giv.that liberal if I hadn't 
touched their ungodly hearts? Another such exer- 
cise of the power of God, and I'll convert the whole , 
of them.” “Amen,” his wife says, “but I'd rather 
hav something to eat than convert & hundred In- 
fidels.” “Open that sack, then,” yells old Mossy; 
and he went to work at it with his knife, and she 
bore a hand with the shears. ‘Seems to me,” says - 
the old lady, “ that there’s something in this sack be- 
sides potatoes ;’ and sure enough, by thunder, the 
first thing she struck when they got the bag open 
was a stone as big as a man’s fist. “And here's an- 
other,” she goes on, “and another, and another. 
"Pears to me these taters 'Il need.sortin’ fore they're 
cooked,” she says. The parson didn't say a word 
till he'd divided the sheep from the goats. There 
might hav been a hundred and thirty-five pounds of 
potatoes, and dum nigh stones enough to make the 
heft up to two hundred. Then the parson opened. 
* Saint Mulligan and Jim Blaine!” says he, “if that 
ain't meanness!” and he cussed the Goldcoasters in 
the name of death and taxes. The whole lot of 'em, 
he said, could go to tophet, and back again, before 
he’d ever break the bread of life to such a gol- 
blasted community. And that’s the last time old 
Mossback ever preached in that settlement. 


I here broke in to remind my relativ that he had 
promised to tell me about Elder Mossback’s Lost 
Ax. He gazed at me a moment with a look that. was 
half astonishment and half reproof, and then, without 
further notice of my interruption, proceeded : 


Elder Mossback passed the time between that and 
the next morning, Indian fashion, sleeping and eat- 
ing; and then he said to the old woman that he 
guessed he would clear a little piece of land of logs 
and brush, and put his crop in new ground. For a 
while he put in hard, but it seemed to him all the 
time that the logs grew heavier, and the work began 
to drag. He hadn't entirely got rested from his 
yesterday's tramp carrying the potatoes and rocks, 
so finally our sky-pilot farmer sets himself down on 
a log and goes to sleep. While he snoozes away, 
getting rested, along comes one of the neighbors’ 
boys and picks up old Mossy’s ax and drops it into 
a hollow stump. Then he skipped. Bimeby up 
wakes the reverend stake-driver, and goes to take up 
his ax, and lo and behold ye! his ax is gone. Down 
he flops on his knees and prays for a while the best 
he knows. Then he looks where he left his ax. No 
use, the ax isn’t there. Then he prays again, harder 
than before. Same result. He tries it again, and 
this time he tucks in for all he is worth, and lays 
siege to the throne of grace with a powerful and long- 
continued address, but there wasn’t any more sign of 
an ax around than when he began. 

The parson went home pretty well tuckered out 
and feeling bad generally. He laid itall to the Gold- 
coasters. They had trifled with him, the devil had 
got away with his ax, and the Lord hadn’t answered 
his prayers. So he sat around the rest of the week, 
and instead of planting his potatoes he eat every one 
of them, and didn’t hav any for seed after all. 

Sunday morning he thought he would go to the 
Methodist meeting and see what was going on in 
that camp. The minister was away and they were 
holding an experience meeting, and invited him to 
join in. As soon as he got the floor the experience 
of the past week came over him, and instead of prais- 
ing God, he went on to tell them about the trouble 
he'd had with the Goldcoasters. He told how his 
hopes of having made an impression on the unbeliev- 
ers had been raised by their liberal gifts, about his 
journey home, and the rock sandwiches he'd found in 
the sack; and then he came to the lost ax. Says he, 
these are his words: ; 

“I had worked hard all the forepart of the day, 
and in the afternoon, being fatigued, I sot down upon 
a log to rest. From that I dropped upon my knees 
for a season of prayer, and arose refreshed in body 
and mind. Soon I wanted my ax, and stepped to 
where I had laid it down, but, my brethren, it was 
gone. I looked round and round, and around and 
around, and could not find it. I prayed the second 
time and searched again, around and around, and 
round and round, but no ax. I prayed again for the 
third time, in perfect faith, and then looked round 
and round, around and around. No ax-ah. Then 
once again, my brethren, did I lay mighty siege to 
the throne of grace, still in perfect faith ; but when I 
arose-ah, and looked round and round-ah, and around 
and around-ah, still my ax was gone-ah. Then I 
came to the belief that the devil had taken it 
away-ah. But since I hav been in this meeting-ah, 
new light has been given me, and at last I know 
that the devil hasn't got my ax, but it’s gone up, 
cone UP-ah, to swamp a road for me!” 

Well, the parson impressed the folks at the 
Methodist experience meeting powerfully, and they 
agreed that perhaps the ax had gone to heaven to 
swamp a road for him ; but it wouldn’t go down out- 
side, and when he passed the hat after that some one 
always hove rocks into it in memory of old man 
Porson, till finally you couldn't hire him to say collec. 
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tion for a hatful. The last I heard of him he had 
sold his place, packed his gripsack, and gone to 
Boonton, New. Jersey, and there I hope the peace 
that passeth understanding, but which he didn't find 
at Goldcoast, will abide with him forever. 


“There,” said my uncle, “you hav the story of the 
Rev. Hate Evil Mossback and His Lost Ax; and the 
next time I start to tell you anything, don't interrupt 
me before I am half-way through." G. E. M. 


to — 


Mrs. Slenker in Her Own Defense. 


Dear TauTH Szexers: I hope you will not think 
T've been doing anything very criminal that I am in 
jail. Yet I presume the great outside world will 
think it one of the worst sins that could be brought 
against a woman, for I am charged with violating the 
Comstock law ‘by mailing obscene matter. 

You see, I'm a faithful follower, as well as wor- 
shiper, of our old hero, D. M. Bennett; yet I hav 
never craved martyrdom, for I do not see the good 
of it, nor am I made of the stuff that produces first- 
class martyrs. But though using all the caution my 
frank, honest, truthful nature would-admit of to avoid 
the very position I am now occupying, I hav all 
along suspected it would only be a question of time 
ere some of Comstock’s agents would decoy me into 
mailing him just what he wanted, as has really oc- 
curred. 

While not. desiring to claim any reflected honors 


by comparing my case with that of my dear old 


friend Bennett, yet we really hav many points in 
common. Our birthday was the same, though not 
the same year. He was reared a Shaker, and la 
Quaker, both sects teaching the need of a pure moral- 
ity, and especially a pure sexual morality. He had 
the warmest friends and the meanest enemies, and so 
hav I. He was the most honest, and frank, and rad- 
ical of men, and I follow in his footsteps. I could no 
more help doing what I hav donethan I could change 
my whole nature. And now, wherein consists my 
crime? I deny that I hav committed any crime. I 
deny that the matter I hav mailed is, taken as a 
whole, obscene. 


You will many of you remember that some years 


ago I wrote a series of articlesfor Tar TRUTH SEEKER 
on “Sexual Intemperance”—articles so radical, sex- 
ually, as to be objectionable to many of the readers 
of the paper, and to be finally stopped as dangerous 
to its well-being.. These articles received the warm- 
est approbation from S. P. Andrews, Elizur Wright, 
Theron C. Leland, and hosts of other radical re- 
formers. They grew out of reading the Alpha, and 


becoming convinced that the methods therein advo-. 


cated was the best known way of settling the vexed 
question of the relation of the sexes as regards the 
propagativ act and its consequences. These articles 
I continued for years in the Alpha, and won much 
commendation from its editor and readers. But, 
alas! I read the poems of the “good, gray poet,” 
and quoted from his “ Leaves of Grass,” and commit- 
ted several like indiscretions, and was finally shut out 
from its chaste columns. 

In the mean time, * Diana" was published, and 
sent me by Mrs. Burnz (the publisher, though it 
eame out first minus the name of any publisher). At 
first I was not interested. in the book, though ac- 
knowledging its tenor to be good. Finally Mrs. 
Burnz wrote me urging a careful review of the book. 
Then I commenced studying it in earnest, and you 
who know me know I do nothing by halves. I got 
in correspondence with the author, and he sent me & 
package of the books to sell or giv away at discretion. 
I did not sell many, but distributed them among 
medical men and women, and all others where I 
thought they would be appreciated and finally do 
good work. | 

I received by express, and also from the author (by 
hand) a lot of sexual experiences collected from. all 
classes of people who would giv them. These were 
in type-writing, and had been collected by Diana as 
the ground-work of his book, and typed off in classes 
or sets, giving the for and against of various ideas 
advocated in the book. "These “ Leaflets,” as they 
are called, had in my eyes one serious objection. 
The words used to denote the sexual organs and 
their functions were ones which I supposed were 
never used save by the vulgar. I was disgusted, 
shocked, and amazed at the free use here made of them. 
I protested, argued, and objected, only to be con- 
verted, and convinced at every point. That is, con- 
vinced that in proper hands they are short, emphatic, 
clear, and not misunderstandable—that no others hav 
ever been found to fill their place so completely as 
they had done. Little by little I commenced send- 
ing out these leaflets to those who were really inter- 
ested in the study of sexand Dianaism. I lost many 
friends by it—friends who were shocked by the 
words, as well as the subjects treated upon. But 
having been a student at the feet of nature all my 
life, I became daily more and more interested in sex 
88 the origin of all organized existences. 

I received letters on sexual matters from all parts 
of the country, and from England and Canada, nearly 
all commending the work I was doing, but a few 


here and there writing out of curiosity, and some 
penning real personal obscenity. 

I answered all respectfully and earnestly, either 
ignoring the objectionable portions or kindly advis- 
ing the writer to lift himself on a higher plane. I 


‘| don’t think one of my correspondents (and they are 


legion) will deny that they were really made purer 
and better by what I wrote them. I did not work 
for money, for though I asked that all should furnish 
stamps for replies, I was money out on time and 
stationery. A few were generous, but the many ex- 
pect more than they giv, and being more ready to 
giv than ask, I hav made no financial profit out of all 
the years of work in this line. I did my home-work 
and made pen-work only a side issue and a mental rec- 
reation. All the while I kept myself as prudish per- 
sonally as a Quaker. I firmly believe in monogamic 
marriage, and hav faithfully performed my obligation 
as daughter, sister, wife, mother, and grandmother, 
as well as citizen and neighbor, and aimed to giv to 
the world truth and morality as I saw it. 

I hav a circle of ‘friends, mostly strangers to me 
personally, who are, like myself, students of sex, 
hygiene, and morality. We hav for years passed our 
letters from one to the other, each putting his or her 
mark on what has been read, so that none will be 
resent to the same person. We collect all cases of 
* mother's marks,” of deformed children, idiots, ete., 
that we can, and try to learn the causes thereof, so 
that a better heredity may be given to future genera- 
tions by avoiding the mistakes of the present and 
past: We circulated slips from papers and medical 


"works, and were really a vast school of devoted 


students, seeking the forbidden fruits of the tree of 
sexual knowledge. 

Had I been like the majority of the ring, merely a 
private citizen, I should probably hav escaped sus- 
picion, or been considered as game not worth hunt- 
ing down. But my persistent atiacks upon error, 
superstition, and fraud of all kinds, and the numerous 
communications I penned for some twenty-five or 
thirty different papers, caused me to make many a 
bitter and implacable enemy, some of whom swore 
years ago to destroy my work if I was destroyed 
with it. They may destroy me, but the work will 
last. The seed is sown, the harvest is being 
gathered, and year by year the crops will increase in 
extent and value. 

In my sixtieth year I find myself in jail. On 
Thursday last, April 28th, about 11 a.m., three men 
came in while I was writing an article on “ Charity.” 
I at once divined their object, and was not at all sur- 
prised when they said that they had come on official 
business, involving the mailing of unmailable matter. 

After a short talk I was informed that in fifteen 
minutes I must go to Lynchburg with them. I had 
not anticipated so sudden an arrest, but sent one of 
them to the woolen mill for Mr. Slenker, and one to 
Rev. Dr. Bullard's and to Mr. Smith for credentials 
as to my character as a citizen ; then, throwing a few 
things in a hand-bag, I was off, not saying good-bye 
to any one for fear of breaking down. 

I do not know how they all take it at home. It 
eame on them like a thunder-clap—though my hus- 
band and son know something of what I was doing, 
but nothing of the scope and extent of the work. 
They had warned me over and over of danger, but 
something I could not resist impelled me onward. 

I saw the terrible need of work, and that only a 
daring few would do it. It needed a woman, clean, 
pure, and honest, who would take hold and dig deep. 
It needed one who could reach the heart and speak 
to the innermost; one who, like the Abolitionists of 
slavery times, would throw herself into the cause, 
daring all and braving all for the good that was to 
grow out of it. 

I had a long, cold, rough ride to Central. We 
arrived three minutes of train time, and got to 
Lynchburg between 7 and 8 r.m., and by dusk I was 
behind the bars for the first time in my life. 

It was not pleasant to hear the key turn upon me. 
I was half sick from nervous excitement and the long, 
cold trip. The room was large and decent, but no 
fire, so I had to go to bed to keep warm, but did 
not sleep a wink all night. I never can eat or sleep 
when I am distressed. I felt so alone. Not know- 
ing even yet how they take it at home. It must be 
terrible for them. All my little annoyances are as 
nothing to the thought of involving those I love. 
The reporter of the Lynchburg News called to inter- 
view me. I gave him a brief statement, but hav not 
seen his report. I was promised a paper by several, 
but hav received none. I was not allowed even a 
pencil and paper to write. 

About nine in the morning I had a hearing, or 
whatever they call it. As I looked around on the 
room full of men, and saw myself the object of the 
gathering of magnates of the law, as well as of curi- 
osity hunters, I wondered if woman would ever be 
tried by her peers. 

I was offered counsel, but I felt it was useless, as 
no one could understand the case as well as I did, so 
I made a simple statement (after the public reading 
of some of the captured letters and leaflets). I ex- 
plained why they were circulated, and why plain 


words were used. I said I had been informed that: 


taken as a whole they were not obscene, and conse- 
quently were mailable, though I knew it was proba- 
ble that the average jury would pronounce them 
obscene, 

The investigators and so-called conservers of 
morality decided that the case must come before the 
court in Abingdon, Va., in June, and I was to be 
taken to Wytheville jail, as being the most comforta- 
ble jail in the district, and nearer home (thirty miles 
I believe, from Snowville). ; 

The officers were all kind, and the marshal (Mr. 
Jordan, of Newbern, Va.) was especially kind and 
sympathetic. He brought me here, and commended 
me to the especial care of the jailer, and saw that I 
had pen, ink, and paper, and the privilege of writing 
all I wished, and that letters from me to him could 
go unread. He promised to do all he could to hav 
me bailed out, the bail being $2,000. It was most 
midnight when we got here, and the jailer in bed. I 
was taken to a cold hallway, and Ann, a town pauper, 
was ordered to share her * bed" with me. It was a 
blanket spread on the bare floor, and another to cover 
us. An open door in front led to a room where a 
man lay with a broken leg, and Ann waited on him. 
All around us were doors of iron bars, and behind 
each was a prisoner, singing, swearing, and using real 
obscenity. Overhead wasaman who was religiously 
insane. He prayed, cried, preached, and sang; 
roared, stamped, and raged alternately, while the 
prisoners aggravated him by calling him a liar and - 
other opprobrious names, just to make amusement 
for themselvs by hearing him rave. It was & long 
time ere I got warm, but finally, as I had not slept a 
wink since leaving home, tired nature conquered, and 
I was oblivious of all. Exuina DRAKE LENKER. 

Wytheville, Va., May 1, 1887. 

9-699 — — —— 
A Challenge to Comstock, the Christian. 
From Pomerov's Democrat. 

Anthony Comstock. You are hereby notified that in our 
library are books and pictures of the class thnt you deem 
immoral. That we hav in our library and in our private 
office pictures of men, women, and children in undress uni- 
form. That we hav art journals and illustrated medical and 
surgical books in which the anatomy of the human form can 
be seen naked by the naked eye. That we hav copies of 
books that you, in your insane, asinine anxiety to get hold of, 
declare to be ** immoral,” even as is a crowd of schoolboys in 
swimming or dancing in the sand along shore. 

Also, that if you enter our house, library, sanctum, private 
office, or place of business to steal, take therefrom, or confis- 
cate our private property until the law has declared such 
articles by their name to be prejudicial to public morality, 
and ordered their destruction, we will break your head 
in case we hav no revolver handy, and throw your dead body 
into the street. 

Our residence is at 18 West Sixty-first street, and our pri- 
vate office is at No. 234 Broadway. Ask the janitor for 
particulars. We make the proposition in good faith, that we 
may determin whether a citizen has the right to enjoy his 
own, duly acquired by purchase or production. We admit 
that you can lay a complaint against a person; that you may 
cause his arrest, but we deny your right to act as sheriff, 
judge, jury, and executioner, no matter whose agent you are. 
Therefore, if you enter our premises to destroy property that 
does not conform to your ideas of puritanism on a rampage, 
we will defend our rights and our property even to your 
death, if to that we must go in such defense. 

Between works of art and works of nastiness there is a 
wide difference. Educated in nastiness, you are not able to 
judge as to art, but that is no reason why decent people 
should suffer. Ambitious to earn your salary and expenses, 
you serve Anthony Comstock admirably, even as a polecat 
serves itself well by poking its nose into eggs before they are 
addled. 

Tf the law under which you proceed permits the existence 
of originals as works of art, and declares copies to be works 
of nastiness, the law is an insult and should be repealed. If 
this law be honest, then the children of decent parents are to 
be classed as nasty because they are reproductions. We 
presume your parents to hav been decent people. By the 
way, while you are doing so much in the line of giving in- 
formation, would it be asking too much for youto inform the 
public as to your father and your brothers, if you hav any ? 
Let us know how far back of you the water is clear and the 
purpose high. : 

In all you do to maintain the dignity of law and its agents, 
in all you do to purify the stream of time, we will gladly 
aid. But why don’t you attack your superiors? Why not 
make your raids upon the persons, property, homes, and 
rights of the rich? Why not go into the palaces as well as 
into the hovels? Why let your foolish prej udice and ungov- 
ernable anger lead you only to surprise those who hav no 
means of defense, yet who are better, purer, braver, and far 
more worthy citizens than yourself, even were all you charge 
them with more than true? 

The legislature of New York needs to protect the people of 
this state by depriving Authony Comstock of his power for 
malicious mischief. 

Crank or Hypocrit? 
From Life. 

Mr. Anthony Comstock can see a nastier meaning in an 
innocent work of art than any adult of our acquaintance. 
Whatever suggests the human form is, to this man, an inde- 
cent thing, and had he held office in the days of Phidias, he 
would hav delighted in ‘‘suppressing ” the friezes of the 
Parthenon. What a magnificent contempt he must hav for 
the licentious brute who created the Venus of Milo! 
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The Weary Way of the Blasphemer. 


The Morristown court opened at 11 o'clock Tues- 

day morning, the third instant, and C. B. Reynolds 
occupied a front seat therein. He was accompanied 
by his bondsman, Edwin Worman, of Boonton; John 
Maxfield, of the same place; L. K. Washburn, and the 
Editor of Tue Trurs Seeker. The civil branch of 
the court had the first innings, and it was not until 
. & grand jury had been impaneled, and the civil calen- 
dar called, that the judge who presides in criminal 
cases took the middle seat on the bench. Then two 
or three men were naturalized, a young lawyer made 
a motion, and the court adjourned without referring 
to Mr. Reynolds. 
. At the noon recess District-Attorney Cutler was 
interviewed. He said he would be busy all the week 
with the grand jury, had some other cases to try the 
next week, and was not very certain when he would 
move Mr. Reynolds's trial. At this Mr. Reynolds 
modestly suggested that the case be dismissed, which 
the judge would probably do if asked by the district- 
attorney. The idea was not favorably entertained by 
. the district-attorney. He should, he said, try the 
case this term, and the court would probably adjourn 
in two weeks. He would see the judge, and hav the 
day set; so at 2 p.m. Mr. Reynolds and his friends 
wandered wearily back to the court room, hoping 
that the district-attorney would keep his word and 
interview the judge in time for them to take the 
afternoon train back to New York. 

His honor came in and ascended the bench, the 
district-attorney looked at him a moment, spoke to a 
lawyer, and then gathered up his papers and made 
for the grand jury room. Mr. Reynolds and friends 
squirmed on the hard seats of the court room, and 
thought bad thoughts. The Court took up the cal- 
endar, called it over again, and at last found a case 
in which the lawyers were ready for trial. Mr. Rey- 
nolds kept his eyes on the door of the grand jury 
room, through which Mr. Cutler had disappeared, and 
his friends kept vigilant watch of the clock. ‘The 
sheriff was ordered to impanel a jury, and twelve 
men of the vicinage responded to the lottery, took 
their seats, kissed the Bible, s’helpmegod, and the 
attorney for the plaintiff addressed them. Mr. Rey- 
nolds and his friends never relaxed their watchfulness, 
and the door of the grand jury room and the clock 
were indented by the looks directed at them. The 
case was one of assault and battery, where one rail- 
road engineer had pounded another railroad engineer 
because the latter had been guilty of ministerial con- 
duct with the former's wife. The plaintiff swore 
that he had been well thrashed, a doctor corrobo- 
rated him, and the clock traveled on toward train 
time, but still no district-attorney emerged from the 
grand jury room. Mr. Reynolds's friends tiptoed 
their way out of court, for Taz TauTu SEEKER had to 
go to press, and walked rapidly to the depot. Mr. 
Reynolds and his bondsman kept their fidgety seats, 


wy? É l 
waiting for Jersey Justice to pull the bandage from 


her eyes, and recognize his right to know when he 
would be wanted to answer the charge of having de- 
fended the almighty from the slanders of his friends. 
Wednesday morning the Editor found this note upon 
his desk: 

t Cutler and the judge set the case down for a week from 
Monday—Monday, May 16th. * C. B.R” 

At what hour of the day or night this decision was 
arrived at we do not know. Enough that it came at 
last, for at one time it was thought that Mr. Rey- 
nolds would hav to permanently settle in Morristown 
to find out. The district-attorney is a genial young 
gentleman, but he seems to be a very busy man. 

Mr. Reynolds lectured in Philadelphia last Sun- 
day, the 8th, and will no doubt be happy to visit 
other places between then and the 16th, for he must 
linger in this vicinity till that time, if no longer. 
Mr. L. K. Washburn will replace Mr. Reynolds at 
Philadelphia on the 15th inst., and would also be 
glad of other engagements in this section of the 
country. If Mr. Reynolds is tried on the 16th, THe 
Trurs Szexrr will contain a full report of the pro 
ceedings. But we suspect that the authorities of 
Morris county are not over-anxious to employ further 
the legal machinery of their inquisition. 

a 9——— ————— 


What Is Freethought ? 


* Freethought, as we understand it," we once 
wrote, “stands for absolute freedom of thought, 
of speech, of publication, upon any and every subject 
on earth.” 

This sentence is the text for a three-and-a-half- 
page criticism by John W. Truésdell in the Free- 
thinkers’ Magazine for May. Mr. Truesdell calls 
the statement “radical and absurd,” and defines the 
kind of a Freethinker he is as follows: 

“ But the more conservativ Freethinkers are those who be- 
lieve that Freethought stands for the absolute right of all to 
think what they please upon any and all subjects, also the 
right to speak and publish, in a proper manner, all thoughts, 
provided they do not too severely trespass upon the rights of 


others.” 


He further says: 

“ The absurd notion that a man who proclaims himself a 
Freethinker has either the moral ‘or legal right to speak his 
thoughts upon any and every subject on earth will not stand 
a moment’s analysis. To concede the right to publicly ad- 
vocate crime would practically annul all legal and moral 
barriers against crime. It is this unbridled and 
almost criminal interpretation of the rights of Freethinkers 
which encouraged the Chicago Anarchists.” 

Mr. Truesdell evidently entertains the opinion that 
Freethinkers hav, or think they hav, rights peculiar 
to themselvs. But so acute a philosopher as the 
banker of Syracuse will probably see, now that it is 
pointed out to him, that Freethinkers hav no more 
and no fewer. natural rights than Protestants or 
Roman Catholics. We all start even in natural 
rights. , 

Mr. Truesdell’s definition of a Freethinker's right 
is a funny one, and would land him in jail if the 
Christians incorporated it into statute law. Hisown 
limitation of his rights is precisely the same as the 
English Christians endeavored to formulate into a 
law against blasphemy. Like Mr. Truesdell, the 
English Christians guaranteed the right of all to think 
as they please, also the right to speak and publish, 

“ Provided that any person who, with the intention of 
wounding the religious feelings of any person or persons, 
shall in any public place utter any word or make any 
gesture, or exhibit any object within the hearing or sight of 
any person or persons whose religious feelings are likely to 
be thereby wounded, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor ; and 
on being convicted thereof, shall be liable to a fine or im- 
prisonment, or both as the court may award, such imprison- 
ment not to exceed the term of one year.” 

This bill is exactly paralleled in Mr. Truesdell’s 
statement that Freethinkers hav the right only to 
* speak in a proper manner,” and provided, more- 
over, that “they do not too severely trespass upon 
the rights of others.” The English bill was opposed 
by every Infidel in the country, because, said the 
Freethinker, this clause “ puts nearly ever propa- 
gandist agency of the Freethought party at a disad- 
vantage. Every handbill, every placard, every con- 
tents-sheet, every journal or paper displayed for sale, 
every open-air lecture, and every strong sentence at 
a free leeture, would render the actor or speaker 
liable to a year’s imprisonment for wounding the re- 
ligious feelings of Christians.” In other words, 
when the Freethinkers did not speak in a proper 
manner, they could be put in jail We can never 
agree with the author of that bill nor with his cis- 


Atlantie supporter, for we hold that every one has the 
natural right to speak as he or she pleases, but not to 
trespass at all upon the rights of others. It is an 
undisputed fact of history that the Christian religion 
is responsible for unnumbered murders, for bloody 
wars, for cruel persecutions, for every offense in the 
calendar of crime, but we would fight for the right 
of a man to be a Christian as soon as for the right of 
Mr. Truesdell to be a conservativ Freethinker and to 
think, and say, and publish that the limit of utterance 
is reached when a person speaks in an improper man- 
ner—that is to say, in a manner disagreeable to Mr. 
Truesdell. But whena Christian begins his career of 
deviltry, then we would sit down on him, and sit 
down hard; just the same as upon any one who tres- 
passes upon another's rights. 

Who shall say what is a “proper manner?" and 
who shall decide when the trespass is “ too severe ?" 

Our critic says that “to concede the right to pub- 
licly advocate crime would practically annul all legal 
and moral barriers against crime.” Treason, we 
presume Mr. Truesdell will concede, is a crime. Yet 
our Constitution guarantees the right to advocate 
treason if one chooses, and so far we hav not heard 
that the legal and moral barriers against treason are 
flat upon the ground. Blasphemy is a crime in most 
states, yet Mr. Truesdell would no doubt agree with 
Mr. Reynolds that he has the right to speak con- 
tumeliously of the Bible. Fishing on Sunday is a 
crime, but we do not believe that Mr. Truesdell 
would care to shut us up in jail for advising a friend 
to cast a line on the Lord's day—not even if we 
pointed out a good fishing-ground. We could name 
hundreds of acts which are and hav been crimes, but 
which every one advocates: now. They were not 
crimes naturally, but only made so by statute, and 
who cares for those laws pow? : 

Real crimes are the invasions of others’ natural 
rights to their life, their liberty, or their property. 
We fail to see how freedom of thought, of speech, of 
publication, trespasses these. 

—————— 


Mrs. Slenker's Arrest. 


Probably no Infidel writer in the country is more 
widely known than Elmina Drake Slenker, of Snow. 
ville, Va. The knowledge that she is now lying in 


jail, accused of mailing obscenity, will shock thou- 


sands, and the first question asked is, What has she 
done? So far as an answer to this may be printed it is 
told, or rather hinted at, by Mrs. Slenker in her own 
defense in another column of Tue Trura SEEKER. 

Before judgment is pronounced in her case, the 
good character of the defendant must be considered. 
Mrs. Slenker is now a woman nearly sixty years of 
age, an honest, earnest, whole-souled person who 
would not willingly injure anyone in the world. We 
hav had dealings with her for years, and never knew 
& more honest person. In all that she has done—in 
her writings as in her business dealings—honesty, 
simplicity, and straightforwardness hav been her 
marked characteristics. In whatever she became in- 
terested she spared no trouble, and, we are afraid, no 
words, to get to the bottom of it. On some subjects 
she is an extremist, if not a fanatic. Bearing this in 
mind, her conduct is better understood. 

Some years ago, a8 Mrs. Slenker herself explains, 
she took up the study of heredity and the relations 
of the sexes. She, with a number of others, some of 
them living in New York and Brooklyn, entered with 
great zeal upon the chase after facts to support their 
theories. Some, however, tempered their zeal with 
much discretion, but Mrs. Slenker was not of that 
number. Her earnest nature did not permit conceal- 
ment in anything. And, while we find it impossible 
to get at the bottom facts in the case, we are con- 
vinced that she has gone to intolerable lengths in her 
correspondence, and in circulating the “data” fur- 
nished by the anonymous author of the pamphlet 
* Diana" The publisher of this book denied to us 
any knowledge of these “ data,” but thought that if 
they did exist it would be extremely injudicious to 
circulate them. Other people who might be sup- 
posed to know something of the matter profess pro- 
found ignorance, and the precise words of the “data” 
we can only conjecture, and our conjecture (founded 
upon evidence that we cannot print) is that in both 
the data and her correspondence Mrs. Slenker has 
circulated that which we can in no wise defend, even 
when clothed with the title of “scientific research.” 
Of course, the discussion of heredity and kindred 
subjects need not and should not be confined to doc- 
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I believe that - 


tors and Latin scholars, for in that case scarcely any 
practical good would result, but it is not necessary 
to be vulgar in anything. The English language is 
rich enough and flexible enough to convey all shades 
of meaning without borrowing from the vocabulary 
of the abandoned class. 

There is but little doubt that Mrs. Slenker will be 
convicted on May 81st, at the Abingdon term of 
court. She herself feels this. For years the agents 
of Comstock hav been decoying her, and she has 
been led to write and mail scores of letters and docu- 
ments, almost any one of which would be sufficient 
for Comstock’s purposes. One of her friends writes 
us that he is afraid to mail one of the letters she 
wrote, now in his possession. Yet in writing and 
mailing these, the thought of being obscene, we 
fully believe, never entered her mind. The matter 
was collected in the way of study of the subject of 
heredity, and sent for a serious purpose to those 
whom she believed to be fellow-students in her pecu- 
liarly chosen field.’ To the scientist and earnest 
investigator, she holds, all subjects are pure. Of her 
good intentions and personal purity there can be no 
doubt. But Judge Benedict ruled in Mr. Bennett’s 
case that the intent of the book did not affect its 
character under the postal statutes, and it is more 
than probable that the same ruling will be made in 
this case. 
law of Dakota upon blasphemy might well be incor- 
porated in the rulings of judges who are trying vio- 
lators of the postal statute. When it appears beyond 


reasonable doubt that words are used in the course | 


: of serious discussion, and with intent to make known 
or recommend opinions entertained by the accused, 
they should be held to be free of taint, as they are 
held by the Dakota statute to be not blasphemous, 
though amenable to that charge when recklessly and 
frivolously employed. If ever any one was serious in 
her work, we believe Mrs. Slenker is; and though her 
earnestness cannot free her from responsibility to 
morality and the law, it should affect our judgment 
of her acts. And, too, medical men assure us that 
people may be perfectly sane on all but one subject, 
but be verging upon insanity regarding that one. 

Whether or not Mrs. Slenker has done anything 
worthy of legal punishment, it is an unconstitutional 
stretch of authority to place her before a United 
States court, miles from her home, where she ‘is un- 
known, and where her previous unblamable life cannot 
be made. to weigh in the deliberations of a jury. 
Mrs. Slenker’s home is. in Snowville, it was there 
she committed the offense, and it is there, or at the 
county seat, she should be tried. If she has sowed 
obscenity broadcast, the laws of Virginia are ample 
to protect its people. The United States hav no 
business punishing the citizens of a sovereign state 
for any crime but those named in the Constitution, 
and over which the Constitution givs them jurisdic- 
tion. 

' And what shall be said of the dirty agents. em- 
ployed for years in ensnaring an aged woman— 
inducing her, by pretending to be students of her 
special hobby, to write such words as should place 
her in their power? What shall be said of the soci- 
ety that employs these foul creatures? What of the 

Christians who support this society and urge the 
prosecution of the miserable work? Their actions 
sink them beneath the notice of clean and honorable 
people, and they are best left to fester in their own 
corruption. No words can express the contempt in 
which every decent man must hold the m. 

n_i- 

The Mayor Would Remodel the Sunday Laws. 

Because of his enforcement of the Sunday laws 
Mayor Hewitt has been accused of being a Puritan, 
and the charge made him angry when a World re- 
porter called at his office last week. He said: 

“ I hav already stated my views explicitly on that subject, 
and Ihav asked the legislature to change the laws so that 
beer m&y be sold in respectable places where music is per- 
formed while customers drink their beer. I see no harm in 
that. I hav also explicitly expressed my approbation of a 
law to permit the sale-of beer and light wines on Sundays 
under proper restrictions, but the legislature has seen fit to 
do nothing. I cannot make new laws. I must enforce the 
laws now onthe statute books. We began with the dives first, 
now we hav got around to the respectable hotels. The law 
makes no distinctions between individuals or places. It op- 
erates against the rich and poor alike. But now that we hav 
stirred up the influential proprietors of hotels, I suppose 
they will bring some influence to bear to get the legislature to 
change the law. Until that is done I propose to see that the 
laws, as they exist, are enforced as far as possible. I do not 
believe that the police can enforce the law fully. It would 


Such ruling works rank injustice, and the 


require a policeman at every store to do that. 
the best way to get an obnoxious law repealed is to enforce 
it strictly.” : 

The Germans of the city hav formed a league for 
the repeal of the Sunday laws; the New York Herald 
has begun a crusade against the laws, and the land- 
lords of the large and fashionable hotels hav also 
organized. Now that the mayor and excise commis- 
sioners are favorably disposed toward a new law that 
can be enforced, it looks as though the churchmen 
would hav to take a back seat, and allow the people 
a little personal liberty on Sunday. - 

There is no more harm in selling cabbages and 
clothing on Sunday than there is in selling them on 
Monday. And when people will hav their beer they 
might as well hav music with it, for with their atten- 
tion occupied by more or less sweet sounds, they will 
drink fewer glasses than when beer is the sole object 
of consideration. 

1 
The Residence of Christ. 

We hav always had. some doubts as to where 
Christ could be found. These doubts are dispelled. 
The last, lingering shadow has departed. It has van- 
ished before the rays of positiv knowledge. The Rev. 
T. L. Cuyler has allowed the electric light of his 
intellect to shine on this question, and “the mists 
hav rolled away.” It is strange that no one made 
the discovery before. This learned divine informs 
us that “Jesus Christ as veritably resides in your 
heart, if you are a true disciple, as you reside in your 
own house.” What a multitudinous residence Jesus 
occupies! His is a “house of many mansions.” But 
think of the “heart” of the ordinary Christian dis- 
ciple for a residence ! : 

It strikes us that the rent of such a tenement can- 
not be very high. It is not a very roomy structure 
generally ; a sort of one-story affair, without a man- 
sard roof. This residence is usually low in the walls 
and poorly lighted. The cloud of Christianity ob- 
scures the sun of reason. Whenever there is a re- 
vival a great many of these tenements are occupied, 
but as soon as the revival is over there is a sign in 
most of them which reads, ‘‘To let.” 

Christ seems to move a great deal. We do not 
wonder. The average Christian heart is not a pala- 
tial residence. But think of anyone seriously writ- 
ing such nonsense as this clergyman has written. It 
seems almost impossible to be Christian and sensible 
at the same time. There is somewhat in Christianity 
that eclipses reason and common sense. The words 
of the Rev. T. L. Cuyler, which we hav quoted, come 
about as near being idiotic as it is possible for words 
to be. Can men and women who read such language 
hav any respect for the man who uses it? Is there 
nothing for Liberals to do when the Christian pulpit 
teaches that Jesus Christ livs in a human heart as a 
man resides ina house? Can superstition go any 


farther ? 
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Virginia Jails. 

Civilization seems to move backward in southwest- 
ern Virginia, or else its wave has not reached the 
jails of that section. By letters received in New 
York from Mrs. Slenker, the condition of one of 
those institutions is learned. Her first night she de- 
scribes as passed under a scanty blanket, shared by 
an idiotic, insane pauper woman. There were no 
fires in the building outside the jailer’s room, and the 
prisoners lay abed most of the day to keep warm. 
Every prisoner had rats for bed-fellows—the big, fat, 
ferocious rats that flourish in the fetid atmosphere 
of jails. While Mrs. Slenker was penning one brief 
note, eight huge rats scrambled over the floor, and 
some of them attempted to crawl upon her clothes. 
In the next room to her an insane person was con- 
fined, a man, who unintermittingly prayed and yelled 
and stamped and swore. 

Such is the place where the Christian society, pre- 
sided over by Baptist Samuel Colgate, and patronized 
by the religious wealth of New York, has put Mrs. 
Slenker, a woman used to a clean home and air and 
sunlight! Yet the United States commissioner was 
humane in selecting this jail, for it has, says the 


Lynchburg News,“ comforts superior to those of any 


other in southwest Virginia!’ What the lives of 
prisoners in the others are it must beggar the imag- 
ination to conceive. 

It is a relief to know, however, that the authorities 
possess human hearts. The jailer at Wytheville is 
“good and kind,” writes Mrs. Slenker, “and little 
kindly acts from one prisoner to another are gleams 
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of sunshine that brighten even a prison.” The food 
offered her is good, plentiful, and varied, but not 
what she is accustomed to eat, and she greatly feels 
the change. 

We hope in the next issue of Taz Truta Seere to 
be able to announce Mrs. Slenker’s liberation upon 
bail. To think of an aged person—a woman of cult- 
ure—confined in. such a place is horrible Rats, 
insane people, and vermin are not enjoyable compan- 
ions, though one is sustained, as is Mrs. Slenker, by 
the convietion that she has done no wrong, but 
worked only for humanitys good. And though we 
may differ from her in her estimate of her work, we 
cannot help shuddering at the fearful consequences 
it has entailed. Her husband has communicated 
with the United States marshal at Newburn, and as 
soon as the necessary formality of executing a bail 
bond can be gone through with, Mrs. Slenker will be 


free until the trial. 
eg es 


Woman’s Work and Woman’s Pay. 


It is but justice to pay a woman for the work she 
does, and if a woman takes a man’s place and per- 
forms the work of a man, she should receive the same 
pay that the man receives. The way to carry out 
this measure of justice is for everyone who accepts it 
to practice it. If we believe a thing is right or just, 
let us do it. It is not necessary to wait for a law to 
be passed, or for compulsory legislation on the sub- 
ject, before we begin. Men are always ahead of na- 
tions, and justice is always seen before it is sought 
through a statute. It is unquestionably true that 
hundreds and thousands of men, and some women, 
hav in their employ to-day women and girls to whom 
they are paying less money than they are giving men 
for performing the same labor, and these employers 
continue such injustice only because they are not 
compelled by the law of the land to do what is right 
and just. Itisashame that this is true, and it is 
moreover a shame that individuals will not act up to 
their own sense of justice. Public opinion is made 
by private conviction, and general reforms are 
brought about by individual acts. It is the duty of 
individuals in matters of this kind to be guided by 
their highest convictions. Let all those who favor 
paying women as much as men for doing the same 
labor start the reform, and others will then be forced 
to follow where they are not just and honorable 


enough to lead. 
ee 


WE call attention to Brick Pomeroy’s challenge to Anthony 
Comstock, published in another column. Mr. Pomeroy is an 
admirer of art, and he desires to know, once for all, whether 
he is to be permitted to enjoy his gallery in peace, resting 
his eyes upon the beautiful when so inclined, or whether he 
will hav to invoke the aid of the courts to protect his prop- 
erty. We do not for a moment imagin that the soapboiler's 
agent wil pick up the glove, for Mr. Pomeroy has lived in 
the West for many years, and has brought with him to effete 
New York many of the wild Western ways, among which is 
the habit of doing as he pleases with what he pays for. We 
really wish that Comstock would try to seize his pictures. 

eom 

Tuis mixture of religion and tobacco smoke appeared in 
the Hvening Telegram on the day.of the ascension to heaven 
of Peter Smith, a murderer hanged in this city on the th 
instant. It is descriptiv of the ceremonies previous to the 
execution : 

* Deep from the heart of this noble priest prayers kept wending 
their way up to the throne of grace. Frequently the voice of 
Smith blended with that of his spiritual adviser as he joined him in 
asking for mercy of God on the sins of his past life. When not 
listening to the consolations that the prayer-book and ritual of the 
Catholic church afforded him, Smith pac.d up and down the cor- 
ridor with the death-watch, smoking segars furnished by these 
kind-hearted deputy sheriffs. The smoke from their Havanas 
united with his and formed, as it were, an incense that wafted the 
religious Words that he not infrequently uttered into the great 
beyond.” 

We trust the prayers and tobacco smoke were acceptable 


to the Lord. 
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Tnx Suprenie Court of Massachusetts agrees with Mayor 
Hewitt of this city that the Jews can hav no special mercan- 
tile privileges on Sunday. A decision by the full court has 
just been rendered in the case of the Commonwealth against 
Starr. The defendant was a Hebrew, and contended that he 
kept his shop open on Sunday for the purpose of selling meat 
to the Hebrews. 'The opinion, which is by Chief-Justice 
Morton, says: : 

“The Superior Court correctly held that the fact that he was a 
Hebrew; who conscientiously believed that the seventh day of the 
week ought to be observed as the Sabbath, and that he actually 
refrained from secular business on that day, was immaterial. The 
Superior Court also correctly held that it was not competent for 
the defendant to prove that he kept open his shop for the sole pur- 
pose of selling meat to Hebrews, and that this was a work of neces- 
sity or charity. The statute prohibits keeping open shop for any 
purpose of business, and the exceptions of ‘works of necessity and 
charity ' do not apply.” 

There are bills now before the Massachusetts legislatur? 
revising the Sunday laws. "The best thing for the Jews to 
do is to help along their passage. 
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Zetters from friends. 


Parowan, Uran, May 1, 1887. 
Mr. EnprroR : I hav been a lone subscriber in this place for 
a long time, but I am glad to be able now to send you a few 
names—four new ones and my own—five, as you will see. 
Inclosed please find $10, for which send Taz TRUTH SEEKER 

. as per names on blank. Gzo. S. HALTERMAN. 


PARKERSBURY, OR., March 81, 1887. 
Mr. Eprron: You can send THE TRUTH SEEKER right 
along, at least until the money givs out, and then I will try 
to forward & few dollars more, for old friends are not so 
easily parted. In fact, the thorough manner in which THE 
TRUTH SEEKER treats all subjects makes it rather dear to me. 
I can’t very well do without it. Send her along, pictures and 

all. D. J. Lows. 


Lonemont, Cor., April 19, 1887. 


Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $5 for two years’ sub- 


‘scription. Sometimes I am a little slow, being hard up, but 
Iam with you always so long as you stick to the true princi- 
ples of Liberalism, as you hav done so far. 

I think Tae TRUTH SEEKER is improving a little all the 
time. The cartoons are a feature that pleases all at our 
home. Yours truly, M. H. Corrin. 


: BurrALo, N. Y., April 28, 1887. 
Mr. Epitor: I do not know when I saw an article in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, or any where else, that pleased me as well as 
Debby’s or Amos Townsend’s. It is the best exposé of the 
conditions of the Protestant churches that I hav seen. I 
hope Debby will continue her good work and giv us the sec- 
ond part and the third and fourth also. It is true, and as 
well done as true. I hope, Mr. Editor, you will encourage 
her to continue her good work. Joun Downes. 


Owen, O., April 18, 287. 

Mr. Eprrog: Christians frequently charge us with insin- 
cerity. They tell us we preach Infidelity but do not believe 
it. Now, I want to say to these Christians in all sincerity 
that if I believed, as they do, that there is a place of eternal 
torment, and that the great majority of the human family 
are thrust into it, I would no more become father to a child 
than cut my throat. Yes, if it were possible I would com- 
mit suicide a thousand times before I would be guilty of so 
monstrous an act. 

I want every Christian minister that has a particle of sin- 
cerity to preach and press this point from the pulpit. Iwant 
every professor of religion that has a spark of honesty to 
practice it during life, and thus cease to assist the Infidel and 
Christian world in populating hell. FRANK EVERLY. 


Roorrorp, ILL., April 24, 1887. 
Mr. EpnrroR: In the Encyclopedia of Religious Knowl- 
edge, article Paine, Thomas, last paragraph, I read: ‘This 
unhappy unbeliever died in contempt and misery. His dis- 
gusting vices, his intemperance and profligacy, made him an 
outcast from all respectable society. He is represented as 
irritable, vain, cowardly, filthy, envious, malignant, dishon- 
est, and drunken. In the distress of his last sickness he fre- 
quently called out, ‘Lord Jesus, help me! Dr. Manly 
asked him whether, from his calling so often upon the savior, 
it was to be inferred that he believed the gospel. He replied 
at last, ‘I hav no wish to believe on the subject.’ ” 
There is à close resemblance between this extract and the 
one Mr. Kelso quotes, and they may hav had & common pa- 
ternity. Very respectfully, G. W. Brown, M.D. 


San Dirx6o, CAL., April 14, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: You will please change the address of my 
paper from Fort Worth, Texas, to this place, San Diego, 
Cal., as I hav decided to make this city my future home, as 
it is more congenial to the tastes of a Freethinker than Texas. 
Here we hav no fanatical Sunday laws, nor threats of Pro- 
hibition. Southern California is having a most wonderfnl 
boom at this time. This city, for instance, eighteen months 
ago contained only twenty-five hundred population, and at 
this time she has twelve thousand. The climate at this 
place is conceded by all to be the most desirable in the world 
—a more even temperature than that of Italy. 

By all means continue the publication of the pictures. I 
find they hav the same effect on one of the ‘‘ faithful" that a 
red rag does on a Mexican bull. Whom the gods would de- 
stroy, etc. 'F. W. BRADLEY. 


Sitver Ciry, Ia., April 17, 1887. 

Mr. Envrror: Inclosed please find $5.25, and a list of able 
and Liberally inclined people. Please giv credit on my sub- 
scription as far as the amount will reach and send TRUTH 
SEEKER ANNUAL for 1887. 

Please be kind enough to grant space in a conspicuous place, 
as I want to say through the columns of your paper, on the 
bounties of which I hav been feasting for one year without 
paying for same, that I am, nevertheless, neither stingy nor 
dishonest, and don’t wish to be counted one of the “ vicarious 
atonement Liberals," nor one of the ‘set of delinquents who 
are so blind that they do not see that they are frauds.” But 
Iam compelled to be a uot very rich music-teacher, with a 
small income and a large family, and through different causes 
I am frequently deprived of the privilege of paying subscrip- 
tions in advance. Knowing well when I ought to pay, I am 
struggling hard to keep my name off Tug TRUTH SEEKER’s 
private charity list. Through the selfish and sneakish 
machinations of the antagonists of Freethought, I frequently 
hav to sustain heavy losses, and for the enjoyment of reading 
and advocating Liberal papers I hav always been compelled 
to sacrifice much of the comfort which some of our more 
generous friends, who perhaps hav money enough to feel big 


about it, can enjoy. Within the last few years I hav been 
compelled to stop all my papers (mostly Liberal), and would 
undoubtedly be compelled to stop the last one, which I love 
the most, if our fair-minded successors of the noble D. M. 
Bennett were of the same starch as are afew of our would-be 
Liberal readers of Tug TRUTH SEEKER. I want to assure 
you, Mr. Editor, that no Liberal can more heartily appreciate 
the generosity of the true friends and supporters of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, nor more deeply regret that there are so 
many who are (unwillingly, I trust) indebted to you, than I, 
and I wish to be counted as one of the true friends of your 
paper, who, at least, is willing to lend a helping hand in the 
construction of the temple of humanity, even with the risk 
of being associated with the less fortunate set of delinquents, 
or what is still worse, with the risk of disgusting & few of 
the more fortunate, ''sensible, and honorable" readers of 
your paper. J. QG. Kuman. 


Granp Rapips, Mios., April 18, 1887. 

"Mz. Epiror: I saw by Tag TRUTH SEEKER that C. B. 
Reynolds has been here. I felt as though I could fly to meet 
him, as he is just the man of all others we need to organize a 
Liberal society. If he cannot come, please send some one 
else, and I will entertain them while so doing. I hav been 
praying, hoping, and working for this end some time, that 
we may hav a good Liberal organization. I believe we 
could hav five thousand members in a short time. 

I will say a word in regard to a poor or rich man’s party. 
Some appear to think we can hav a poor man’s party. My 
judgment is that we cannot afford to drift into any such 
thing. My reasons are these. I hav among my subscribers 
men that are worth $100,000, and should we drift into it, it 
would be our downfall—and so it should be, asa Liberal 
party must be for the whole people. The poor man is not 
more honest than the rich. I hav & man working for me as 
poor and superstitious as can be. These are the men to 
blame for the state of our country to-day. Another word 
and I hav done. 
the Episcopal chürch but did not believe the dogmas there 
taught. The well-to-do would be ready at any time, if we 
will organize and get strong, to join us, as we must under 


‘our able leaders and the truths they teach. 


CHARLES Saou. 


Cxioago, April 20, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed I send $8 for my paper. I ama 
genuin Freethinker, and am sorry I am not & good writer so 
that when Ingersoll makes mistakes I could correct him. 
That ‘‘ Lay Sermon” of his is open to criticism. I am well 
along in years as well as himself. I know something about 
those country villages where they were honest and happy. I 
was in one of the blacksmith shops he tells about where he 
stood on the forge and saw the sparks go up until 9 o’clock 
at night. That was good for the boys who had nothing to 
do, but not very good for me to hav to stay there until that 
time of night and pull on the old handle of the bellows. 
‘When I go into a shop now and see them pull a little slide to 
turn on the wind, I think it is good times. I know the hon- 
est, happy cobblers. One of them married a girl, and when 
she was about to be confined, he ran away and was never 
heard from. The other got in debt and skipped out. Among 
other debts was one which he owed a young lady for a 
bushel of hazelnuts she had picked. He was to pay her fifty 
cents for them. Then comes the doctor. It was thought 
that he poisoned his wife’s pet dog, and his wife also, but it 
could not be proved against him. Finally he took poison 
himself and said, ‘‘ This is what killed the dog and my wife." 
Happy, good, old times when I was a boy! The only thing 
I can do is to read such things and cuss and let it go. 

Tnos. GarPrx. 


Mr. Lemieux's bill now before the Quebec legislature provides 
that in courts of justice a crucifix shall be placed in a conspicuous 
place opposit the witnesses’ stand during examination, and such 
crucifix to be of the size determined by the lieutenant-governor 
in council. Before a witness is allowed to swear and giv his testi- 
mony, he shall be called upon to lift his right hand in front of the 
crucifix, and to place his left hand on the Book of the Evangelists, 
and to swear before the crucifix and upon the holy evangelists to 
tell the truth and the whole truth in the cause in which he is to be 
heard as a witness. Every sheriff shall place or cause to be placed 
a crucifix in the manner above indicated in each and every of the 
eourt-houses within the limits of his district, under a penalty of 
fifty dollars for each day in which he neglects to do so. 


Innerxip, ONT., April 18, 1887. 

Mr. Epitor: Science tells us that the cave dwellers hav 
passed away, but such is not the case. One of them belong- 
ing to the Quebec legislature has introduced a bill for a new 
form of oath, as you will see by the above clipping. If 
Quebec passes that bill it will then be on a level with Con- 
necticut and New Jersey. What & pity that men can be so 
blinded with superstition! Just think of men in the nine- 
teenth century carrying all sorts of trash in their pockets for 
luck, and to ward off disease, such as carrying chestnuts for 
rheumatism. Mr. Peck need not go back to the time of 
Christ to find a man carrying a black cat’s tooth. 

Even some of our banks hava horseshoe hanging above 
the teller’s desk, and on Sunday men will get down on their 
knees, ‘‘like spaniels in the dust,” and ask God to forgiv 
them for the very actions that God prompted them to do. 

O poor, deluded men! don’t talk about intelligence, but 
go back to your caves and your diet of roots and grass. 

Yours for a Godless world, R. M. Cowme. 


New Yorr, May 2, 1887. 
Mr. Eniror: Your suggestion of the 30th ult. to the labor- 
ers of nominating Col. R. G. Ingersoll to the presidency is 
what I always had in my mind, as he would undoubtedly 
make the strongest candidate in tbe field. 
Should he accept the nomination, the working people will 
hav to disown their political d. also turn & deaf ear 


vU oe 


I heard 2 large capitalist say he attended | 


was struck with mute astonishment. 


it will be obstreperous in its denunciation against the 
great champion of humanity. 

Workingmen! reconsider your situation! . You are named 
freemen, because you are in a free country. On what essen- 
tial ground do you claim your freedom ? 

You are nothing more nor less than slaves to the church. 
Who is the church? 

Tramps who. are slothful to work are seeking to take 
from you the right of mankind and to deprive you of your 
liberty. The church is pressing on you what she terms to be 
‘legal holydays," and will teach you to vote against the man 
who exposes their frauds, although he is broad in humanity 
and is working more for your interest than all the churches 
combined. 

Look back! 
nated Mr. Henry George, a man with broad principles. 
church, or at least her Tammany agents, hav discovered that 
his works or his doctrins are against the disciplin of the 
church. 

The only fault I could find with Mr. George is that he is 
trying to convince you that his doctrins are not against the 
church, as he has no reason for fearing her. 

But the great Robert G. is the man for you, fearless in his 
denunciations, and under no obligation to the church or 
‘Cany other party.” : 

It is in your power to decide whether you are born to be 
slaves, and whether the church has a right to interfere and 
mingle in politics. It'is true that I am a mediocre, but hav 
sense enough to comprehend that God did not select a Cath- 
olic preacher or the mayor of New York as his agent. 

I cannot allow a human being like myself to be my gupe. 
rior on account of the salary I pay to him. ` 

B. M. Gorpowskv. 


Bnooxzxx, N. Y., May 1, 1887. 
Mr. Evitor: Iam aware you are not very credulous or 
apt to be excited at wonders, therefore I will briefly giv a 
statement just as it was given to me by Deacon Dale. The 
deacon said he had retired to bed, and had fallen into a quiet 
and pleasant snooze, when he was awakened by a strong, 
stifling smell of burning sulphur, which almost suffocated 


In the last mayoralty campaign you nomi- 


| him, but he was still more astonished when he beheld the 


figure of a man sitting on 2 chair a few feet from the bed. 
The figure was one living coal of fire, brilliant and intensely 
luminous. ‘‘You may be assured," says the deacon, “I 
We gazed at each 
other in silence for some moments (they seemed hours), 
and the figure was the first to speak, which it did in grating, 
measured | sounds, and with an emphasis like the jabbing of a 
red-hot piece of iron, or & heated poker, into my side. 

**.* Behold in me the once arch enemy of the only word of 
God, the holy Bible, Tom Paine! Tom Paine, the misleader 
of youths and the traducer of saints! Iam now roasting in | 
hell for my misdeeds. Be warned in time. Burn that Infi- 
del TRUTH SEEKER and my '* Age of Reason,” and escape the 
torments of everlasting hell 

* T heard no more, but instantly fell back in a swoon, from 
which I did not recover until next morning, and found my- 
self a little fatigued, but not much. The events of the last 
night were too vivid to be overlooked, but I thought I had 
an attack of the nightmare of the worst kind, and so endeav- 
ored to let it pass. But behold, when I aroused myself, 
there indeed was the cushioned chair, and the adjoining 
mahogany table, but the chair was burnt bottomless, and 
the mahogany table-top was ruined, where Tom Paine’s 
elbow had rested! This took place two weeks since. It is 
true I hav had offers from some dime-museum men for the 
purchase of the furniture, but Talmage wants them for the 
use of our Tabernacle.” 

I would simply add that if the deacon were a Spiritualist, I 
should impute his hallucination to that peculiar range of re- 
search, but the deacon is too good a church-member to tol- 
erate such heresy. CALEB. 

P.S.—I might add that I did not see the ruined furniture, 
as Talmage had them in keeping. C. 


N. S. Homs, VA., May 1, 287. 

Mr. Enrron : I find in ‘ Lives of Illustrious Shoemakers,” 
by W. E. Winks, Funk & Wagnalls, publishers, an interest- 
ing “ Anarchy case." Thomas Cooper, a newspaper re- 
porter, had become interested in the Chartists, and was their 
nominee. The times were severe; there was s. big strike and 
some riots. Cooper was nominee for the Commons, and he 
made an open-air speech at Hanley, 1842. ‘‘ His subject 
was the Sixth Commandment, ‘Thou shalt do no murder,’ 
in which he spoke of the violation of this law by the con- 
querors and legislators, and by masters who oppressed the 
hireling in his wages. The men were out on strike, and the 
excitement produced by this and another address on the 
following night was intense. He counseled perpetually, 
‘Peace, law, and order,’ and bade the men hold out in their 
strike until the People’s Charter became the law of the land. ` 
Riot and incendiarism broke out in & short time, for which 
Cooper was in no way responsible, but had, on the other 
hand, distinctly endeavored to persuade them from. He was 
taken prisoner on his return from Manchester, and, having 
been tried for the crime of arson, was acquitted, having 
pleaded his own case so eloquently that the judge was evi- 
dently affected, and the ladies present at the trial were even 
moved to tears. Tried again at the spring assizes on the 
charge of sedition, he cross-examined the witnesses from 
Monday to Saturday at noon, and then proceeded to sum up 
his defense in a speech which altogether (Sunday interven- 
ing) lasted ten hours. ‘I do not think,’ he remarks, ‘I 
ever spoke so powerfully in my life as during the last hour 
of that defense. The peroration, the Stafford papers said, 
would never be forgotten; and I remember as I sat down, 
panting for breath and utterly exhausted, how Talfourd and 
Erskine and the jury sat transfixed, gazing at me in silence, 
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and the whole crowded place was breathless, as it seemed, 
for a minute.’ The case being removed by a writ of certiorari 
to the court of Queen’s Bench, was tried on the 5th of May, 
1848. In his defense Thomas Cooper again delivered an elo- 
quent address in a speech four and a half hours long, and was 
again acquitted of a charge of felony. Judge Erskine’s 
notes of the trial had ‘Mistaken’ written alongside the evi- 
dence on that part of the charge. But the eloquent Chartist 
orator was convicted on the charge of sedition and compe 
acy, and sent to Stafford jail for two years.” 

Perhaps this is where the Chicago judges got their law. 

What constitutes a conspiracy and sedition? Evidently in 
the practice of certain courts it is to want justice done to the 
unfortunately poor, and to say so to some one else, if there is 
enough prejudice and pigheadedness among the populace to 

allow such judgment to be carried out. 

I do not know anything about the Chicago Anarchists, so- 
called, but no evidence has been given that they plotted the 
bomb-throwing, and the judge admitted it. When such rul- 
ings as they were sentenced under are supported by the peo- 
ple, there is no protection to the expression of an opinion, 
and & trial for any alleged felony or misdemeanor can be 
turned into & persecution for saying anything whatever that 
does not suit the convenience of the judges, and in such case 
the actual anarchy is not on the part of the accused, but be- 
longs to the maladministration and injuriousprudence of big 
blockheads and blacklegs who invite Nihilism by their iniq- 

. uity. It seems to be the sentiment of the. pious press that 
these men under illegal sentence for what they probably did 
not do are to suffer for being Atheists, for the priest-bidden 
editors seem to think that the American republic is a govern- 
ment by God, for God; and the people'are largely enough 
goats to swallow such stuff. Everyone who believes in free 
speech and a free press should, regardless of these men’s per- 
sonal merits or demerits, see that American principles are 
not violated by their execution. Joan P. Gono. 


LzxiNGTON, Ky., April 23, 1887. 

Mr. EprroR: Every moment that monopolism is per- 
mitted to deface the beauty of our institutions will make the 
reaction, which is sure to follow, more terrible and destruc- 
tiv. We boast of liberty, and so did old Rome when under 
the tyranny of nobles and senate. We know what followed 
when Cesar, with the spirit of the Gracchi burning in his 
bosom, undertook to reform the government. The few 
patriots who forget self are the living columns which sup- 
port the great moral structures of the world. The masses 
are in & comatose state, and will do for bricks and mortar. 
When Alaric sacked Rome, the heathen residents raised 
armies and tried to defend themselvs, but the Christians fled 
to the churches and temples to pray for help and deliverance. 
We see, then, how they dilute our strength and impair the 
greatness of the body politic. 

The tendency of religion is to mislead the mind; even now 
the noble candor of Cicero is distasteful to the Christian, 
who prefers & false ecstacy on the bosom of Jesus to the 
truthful spirit of philosophy which encounters with the same 
firm calmness the smiles and frowns of fate. 

“ Tales Told Out of School" expose the meanness of the 
clergy and their contempt for women. Under the vulgar 
teachings of the Bible they can find no way to put an end to 
the” oppression and ‘‘ quiet. agony” of the female sex. If 
women would arise and defend themselvs these sensual 
hypocrits could soon be silenced. I fear I forgot to state 
that Saint More, who is about to be canonized, persecuted 
James Bainham for his religious opinions, and had him 
racked and burnt at Smithfield. James Bainham was an 
honest and talented lawyer who lived three hundred years 
ago, during the reign of Henry the Eighth. ALHAZA. 


Corvuwsvus, Kan., May 1, 1887. 

Mr. Eviror: My friend Hiram Crum, of Baxter Springs, 
Kan., a liberal patron of Taz TrurH SEEKER publications, 
has offered the Methodist church in that place to pay one-half 
of the minister’s salary, and another Liberal will pay the 
other half, if the minister or his church will prove that man 
has &soul to save, or that there is a God tosaveit. His 
offer has not been accepted, and no attempt has been made 
to prove that man has within his organism an individualized 
entity called the human soul, or that such a being as the 
orthodox God is anything but a myth, an assumption, an 
absurdity. Seventy thousand priests in these United States 
stand up in their pulpits and pray to and “ talk to God al- 
mighty as though he was 4 little boy,” and tell their deluded 
- blinded dupes what they know (?) about him, what he has 
done, can do, and will do for and to his rebellious subjects, 
and the value of man’s immortal soul. 

The priest's God is always behind him, hidden from the 
view of his hearers, and can only be seen by *'the eye of 
faith.” No man hath seen God at any time, except that 
Moses once saw & part of his posterior. In the light of 
science, the Christian's God and all other gods vanish, as 


ghosts flee to churchyards &t the approach of daylight. A 
teacher asked a boy to define éóhaos. The boy said : **It is a 
great pile of nothing, and nowhere to put it." So to me 


God is **agreat pile of nothing, and nowhere to put him,” 
and nothing for him to do. God, said Jefferson, is a ‘‘ hocus 
pocus phantasm.” God is not found in Humboldt's cosmos, 
for he had not found him in al! his life-long observations and 
rigid investigations and interrogations of nature. Laplace 
told Napoleon I. that he had.no place for a God in his 
philosophy. The word God is early introduced to the child's 
ears and imagination, and he hears it so often on all sides 
that he takes it for granted that there is such a being. Vol- 
umes could not tellin detail what I suffered when a boy, 
when my vivid imagination, codperating with fear, pictured 
upon my impressible brain God and his judgments and ven- 
geance. ‘‘ Remember, child, remember that God is in the 
sky; remember he will punish the wicked by-and-by,” 


my pious parents used to sing sixty years ago, alluding to the 
&wful judgment day. 
part, part to meet no more," at the command of God. God 
is in nearly all the text-books of schools and colleges, in 
nearly all our literature, and now the priests especially want 
God in the national Constitution, to be recognized, believed 
in, and worshiped by law, and all compelled so to do by the 
combined power of church and state. 


never heard the senseless and cruel word. I became a god- 
less man that I might be human and humane. 
God and up with humanity. Down with inhuman absurdi- 
ties, and up with divine realities and possibilities of nature, 
which, in the language of Tyndall, ‘‘ contains the promis and 
potency of every form. and every quality of life.” As long 
as '' the priests bear rule, and my people will hav it so ;" as 
long as their poor, blind dupes are diverted from their real 
bodies to their imaginary souls, from this real, tangible, visi- 
ble, organic life to the imaginary, fabricated, unproved, and, 
to me, impossible orthodox heaven and hell,so long will this 
life, its resources, responsibilities, possibilities, and signifi- 
cance be kept in the background, ignored and disparaged. 


national treasury to be silent and get out of the way of 
human progress, and the churches could be turned into tem- 
ples in which to teach nature and science, teach truth and 
how to liv, and make the most of life, what rapid progress 
would then be made in human development and toward 


erty to all the people, and raise the standard of humanity. 


Millions for humanity, not one cent for God or priests. 
this is treason, make the most of it. 


the town is an unsightly mass of old wooden buildings. The 


for what it is worth, as I know it will be an advantage to the 


unately it is the experience of a good many more. 
pers and circulars are sent to all parts of the United States 
and Canada setting forth the advantages to be gained by 
immigrating to this country. If the plain truth were told, it 
would be al! right, but when they say, asthose papers and 


‘them. Alas, for the workingman and his labor organization ! 


** Parents and children then shall part, 


I hav been a godless man forty-five years, and wish I had 


Down with 


If these seventy thousand priests could be paid out of the 


heaven on earth ! In the place of all this let us proclaim lib- 


If 
J. H. Coor. 


San Drzao, April 17, 1887. 

Mr. Epitor: Yesterday, Saturday, I received my paper 
and was thankful to again get something to read that is 
worth reading. Ilanded in San Diego thesame day, I think, 
that Mr. Putuam did, but was unable to go to hear him. 
Now I see in THE TRUTH SEEKER what he thinks of San 
Diego, and would beg leave to slightly differ from him. 
True, I admire the mighty ocean, the great mountain, and 
the fine climate, but San Diego and neighborhood is but & 
desert; there is not a tree on the streets that is worthy the 
name, and few of them at that. The streets are dusty, dry, 
and bare. With the exception of some houses lately built 


immediate vicinity of the place is no better; the hills are 
bare or almost so. Were it not for irrigation it would be 
nothing. True, there are some fine places, but it isonly now 
and then, like an oasis in the desert, that you meet them. 
Still, if the improvements spoken of are càrried out, San 
Diego will be sometbing at no distant day. I would like to 
say & few words on another subject, and am a little afraid to 
tackle it, as I am not very well posted. Still, you can take it 


numerous readers of your paper who don't know the true 
state of things here; I giv my own experience, but unfort. 
Newspa- 


circulars say, that work is plenty and wages high, they are 
only deceiving the people. I know a good many in this 
town who would be glad to get back to their old homes in 
the East but cannot. Work certainly is plenty, but, as one 
employer remarked to me, there are plenty to do it. They 
are coming here daily by the hundreds. There is not work 
for them, and the wages are barely half they expected, and 
lucky is the man who gets work at that. There 
isa land boom also going on. The papers are full 
of that, too, setting forth the advantages of California as a 
farming country. The most glowing descriptions are given 
of climate, soil, products, markets, etc. The land agent 
meets you at the station; he is installed, and she too, in the 
hotel where you put up. He ison the street, in the office, 
in the tent; he is everywhere. He finds you out, and if you 
hav no money, or not enough to satisfy him, he quits. 
Board is high, lodging is high. Every likely spot of land, 
and what is not likely, is in the hands of these land grabbers. 
I was reminded of Dickens’s Martin Chuzzlewit. Zephaniah 
Scadder is here in all his glory. This is a fine country, I don't 
dispute that, but where is the man of slender means that can 
settle and make it his home? I wanted to get a few acres— 
five would suit me—but, as I said, in this locality it all wants 
irrigation; it is of no use without it. The price thoseagents 
want for the land! It is higher here—wild land—than the 
best cultivated farm, with good buildings, in the East and 
Canada. I don't want to encroach on your space, but I 
would like to.say a word to those who read your paper and 
who may likely be beguiled into coming here, to think well 
before they make the move; there is not enough work now 
for those that are here, and if they intend to buy land they 
must hav lots of money. There is one question I would like 
to ask; that is, How did those men that now hold and con- 
trol the land become possessed of it? Who sold it or gave it 
to them? "These are things I don't know. It looks as if 
something was wrong somewhere. There is a Unitarian 
church in this town. I heard they had a meeting last week 
and framed resolutions to keep the Chinese and Eastern 
paupers from coming here. The Eastern paupers are the un- 
employed workingmen. I thought by what I hav heard 
and read that labor organizations in the United States were 
able to control and keep interested parties from deceiving 


Capital gets ahead of him every time. It has full control of 
everything here; the land is theirs, the money is theirs; | 


his. voice in their behalf? 
full of what the capitalists are doing.. Whenany one arrives 
it is duly noticed, who he is, and where from, but the man 
that does the work is never noticed. There is something 
rotten in Denmark. I may be wrong in what I hav written ; 
if you think so, throw it out. 
and the experience of others, and I want to warn my fellow- 
workman 
he believes the lying notices he sees and hears. 
you success in your effort to banish superstition and help to 
benefit the workingman, I bid you good-night. 


they can bring all the men from other places they like, and 
keep wages at & starvation point. Why don't someone lift l 


The daily papers here are 


I hav given my experience 


if he has & home at all to think twice before 
Wishing 


GEORGE MIDDLETON. 


Eupangs, Ky., April 30, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: We like the idea expressed by the words, 
fs Liberal, » ** Freethought,” ** free expression,” etc., because 
they admit a Christian, a Jew, an Infidel, and all views of 
science, religion, and politics to enter the field of investiga- 
tion. It is possible, however, that some may be too liberal 
and free with subjects that are vital to society. We appre- 
hend that we notice this tendency in the Freethought litera. 
ture. The Anarchists of Chicago and the position of E. C. 
Walker, of Kansas, are examples in politics, while the “New - 
God" of Mr. Putnam is an example in theology. In view of 
the fact that great and needed reforms may be retarded and 
smothered by extremes, and with the idea that society is 
now under the full influence of our civil laws and the Bible 
theology, we suggest prudence in Liberal circles. Men who 
simply disobey civil laws are only subject to the annexed 
penalties, but the man who attempts to stand against his 
government or aid its enemies is guilty of treason. Even if 
men’s principles are right who may thus act, still, their pol- 
icy is wrong, and will do more of injury to reform than all 
their reasoning will do of good. A man who is really a phil- 
anthropist and wise in policy will act with reference to sur- 
rounding circumstances. We livin an age when every man’s 
system of religion and politics requires a definit explanation. 
It is not satisfactory to the people for a man to fight every- 
body’s religion and politics and hav none of his own. The 
people hav a right, and will ask, If you discard all religions 
and put the people under rule of Mr. Putnam’s ‘‘ New God” 
—then what? If you hav a system called ‘“ Secularism,” 
what is it? The human mind, from its constitution and its 
historic revelations, should discard the idea of Mr. Putnam’s 
* New God," and call it the old God of the past. Still, if 
Mr. Putnam or anyone else chooses to believe there is no 
personal God but man himself, it is all right and consistent 
with Liberalism and Freethought. But it should be remem- 
bered that a man does not stop and refiect his teaching back 
to the fountain. It is humanity in its better interest that a 
man’s teaching affects. Society, among us, is now fixed on 
a constitutional government that has cost millions of lives 
and dollars. To maintain its form and civil laws the people 
are ready to sacrifice their lives. Any teaching that ignores 
these facts in politics is, for the present, premature and 
inconsiderate. Society, also, is fixed on Bible theology. 
While clerical sects are a curse to the Bible itself, and while 
many defects may be found in the book, yet we must express 
our free thoughts with reference to the fact that the masses 
are Christians and that Infidelity is very odious to them. 
Now, if this be true about Infidels, what about Atheists and 
Mr. Putnam’s “New God?" The idea that society is the 
product of either religion or politics is a wrong view of facts. 
The natural wants and duties of mankind which arise from 
their associations are independent of all religious and civil 
governments. Whether there be a New God, an old God, 
my God, your God, or no God at all, the people will be born 
into this world all the same, and will eat, drink, sleep, 
sicken, and die all the same. This is equally true if there 
were no human governments. It is the duty of Liberals to 
protect and teach freedom of thought in all things, but too 
great latitude of action and expression should be guarded 
against. We hav evidences sufficient in the frailties of hu- 
manity to warn us of theoretical extremes. Man is man after 
all. He has conceits enough without being called his own 
God. One great mind of the past penned the thought that 
‘a man must know a little of everything to know anything," 
and when we consider the connection and dependence of one 
thing on another in the universe of matter and mind, the ex- 
pression is not far beyond a possibility. My own mind runs 
in the line of a complete separation of church and state, and 
this is suggested from history and the present attitude of re- 
ligious sects. In this separation, we desire the wisdom in 
our amended Constitution fully and practically carried out 
in legislation—that Congress shall make no law to establish 
religion of any kind. Liberals should properly discuss nat- 
ural rights, and show where religion ends and politics be- 
gins. Liberals must also show that they are friends to civil 
government and religious tolerance. 

We express our opinions from no dogmatic standpoint. 
We are sentimentally liberal in all things. I feel the neces- 
sity of free discussion too much to ever bind my mind to any 
certain creed or theory of politics or religion. The full de- 
gree of human progress can only be achieved through reason 
and tolerance. Tolerance is demanded in order that reason 
may do its proper work. Great reforms, heretofore, that 
might hav been accomplished by time and reason, hav 
usually travailed in human garments baptized in blood. A 
civil government or a religion, holding the masses in subor- 
dination to clerical or political power without reason and the 
right to reason, is not only destructiv to natural rights but 
stops the mainspring of human progress. The discussions in 
the halls of legislation hav developed questions that a mon- 
arch or a pope could keep concealed for ages; and, in like 


mauner, Liberal discussions, if properly carried on without 
extremes, may develop facts that hav heretofore been ignored. 
On abstract questions, the mind, by necessity, must march 
by induction. No one can work ‘out the problem of the uni- 
verse by analysis. Therefore let Liberals be reserved, wise, 
and prudent in all things. W. BAKER, M. Dp. 
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Poetry. 


Creeds. 


These rites of creed-idolaters, 
The hollow shams of social forms— 
What are they but a work of waste, 
A fire that burns but never warms? 


Our crude supports of social creeds, 
The weak supports of weaker minds: 

Too seldom known for what they are, 
Act not as lenses, but as blinds. 


What soul is there would creep again 
When once its powers of flight are known, 

Or rest upon another's strength 

_ With conscious power to stand alone? 


Come out with me, beloved one; 

Drop creeds like unto garments cast. 
Let nature be our guide ; let us 

Love more and wiser to the last. 


Eugene, Or., April 16, 1887, Joan L. Tarr. 
€—à—— 


An Entering Wedge. 


A bill was introduced in the Senate at Al- 
bany early in the present session by Senator 
Murphy, the main purpose of which seems to 
be to make a beginning in the diversion of 
public school funds to the support of the 
sectarian institutions of the Roman Catholic 
chureh. It extends to the court of special 
sessions the power now exercised by com- 
mitting magistrates to commit *' idle, truant, 
vicious, or homeless children " to the Catholic 
Protectory, and raises the limit of age of 
those who may be committed to that institu- 
tion from twelve to fourteen years, and ends 
with the provision that ‘‘ the schools estab- 
lished and maintained by the New York 
Catholic Protectory shall participate in the 
distribution of the common school fund in 
the same manner and degree as the common 
schools of the city and county of New York." 

'The Catholic Protectory and its schools are 
nominally charitable institutions, but mainly 
they are & recruiting agency for the Roman 
Catholic church. So far as the “ idle, truant, 
vicious, and homeless children" committed 
to the Protectory are concerned, it can hardly 
be called an institution of charity, for the 
city pays out of the public funds $2 per week 
for the support of each child so committed. 
Last year the Protectory received $242,000 
from the city, and in the last twelve years 
nearly $3,000,000 of the public money has 
been appropriated to thesupport of that insti- 
tution. Of the reformatory effects of its 
teaching and disciplin little can be said, for 
little is definitly known, apart from the fact 
that in spite of the efforts of that and numer- 
ous other Roman Catholic institutions for the 
care of children, it is said that about eigbty 
per cent of the paupers and criminals of the 
city continue to be nominally of the Roman 
Catholic faith. In the educational methods 
of all these institutions it is well known that 
the first place is given to religious instruction 
in the nurture of the Catholic church. Their 
main purpose is to make Catholics of those 
in their charge, and the general education 

` imparted to them is of an altogether inferior 

quality, and often very much perverted in 
its character. It isa kind of education that 
ought not to be promoted at the public ex- 
pense. 

The anxiety of the Protectory and other 
Roman Catholic institutions to increase the 
number of children committed to their care 
by public magistrates and courts is due in the 
first place to a desire to use their power so 
far as possible in proselyting for the church, 
and, in the second place, to get the largest 
possible share of the public funds for their 
use. It is extremely doubtful whether the 
money which they get is not more than suffi- 
cient for the support of the children com- 
mitted to their care by the city. There are 
Bixteen Catholic institutions in the city which 
obtain & share of the public money on account 
of children committed to them by magistrates, 
and last year the total appropriation on this 
account exceeded $1,000,000. They all seem 
to thrive and grow on this public aid, the 
propriety of which is questionable. 

But the policy which has prevailed so long 
of committing vagrant and homeless children 
to institutions that are devoted primarily to 
training them in the Catholic faith, and of 
paying those institutions for the care and 
training of such children, is harmless com- 
pared to the purpcse of this bill to divert to 
such institutions a part of the funds raised by 
taxation for the support of the common 
Schools. Should this bill pass, a beginning 
would be made toward a policy for which the 
Catholic church has long been contending, 
that of allowing to the sectarian schools of 
that church a proportionate share of the pub- 
lic school funds. Such a policy would be in 
violation of the distinctivly American princi- 
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ple of the complete separation of church and 
state, and the freedom of education at public 
expense from sectarian influence and control. 
Should the schools of the Catholic Protectory 
be permitted to share in the distribution of 
the common school fund, the barrier will be 
let down, and it wil be claimed that other 
Catholic institutions of & charitable or quasi- 
charitable character are entitled to the same 
consideration, and this claim will be speedily 
followed by a demand for allowing the church 
to come in for a share of the public money to 
support its parochial schools. The bill is in- 
tended as the entering wedge for the destruc- 
tiontion of the public school system, and the 
establishment of the policy of bestowing pub- 
lic funds upon sectarian institutions for the 
propagation of their various forms of relig- 
ious faith. 'The pending bill appears to hav 


| been opposed thus far mainly by the Evan- 


gelical Alliance, but a protest against it 
should be raised by every believer in the prin- 
ciples upon which American institutions are 
founded.—JNew York Times. 

—— 94 — —— —— — 


Books. 


Mr. Epiror: Can I say a few words in your 
columns for the marvelous work, ‘‘ Helen 
Harlow’s Vow?” It shines into the realm of 
social confusion, falsity, hypocrisy, and evil 
passions with a prophetic light. Malice, de- 
nunciation, phariseeism, a brood of unwhole- 
some spirits unconscious of the truth that 


| more than one virtue is essential to a noble 


life, fail to crush the grand woman’s soul who 
persistently holds to her self-respect and 
faithfully performs to her child the parental 
duty which the father shirks. Were all legal 
wives and mothers of so noble a type as 
Helen Harlow, we might look for a rapid ad- 
vancement of the race to grander hights. 
The literary excellence and the lofty concep- 
tion and triumph of the heroin make “ Helen 
Harlow's Vow” a book of absorbing interest 
from first to last, even while its graphic por- 
trayal of social deformity is painful. It 
should hav wide distribution and reading. 
The world would be the better for it. 
LvuorNDA B. CHANDLER. 


Professor Pierce, the great American truth- 
teller, dropped in at the office of this paper 
one day last week. He is the author of a lit- 
tle book on the use of hot water as a cure for 
all diseases, and givs what he calls psycho- 
metric readings of character. His readings 
are based upon the physical structure and 
form of the features, so that perhaps he has 
not struck the right name for them, but no 
doubt they are as psychometric as things 
will average that go under that name. The 
professor finds his lot to be like that of most 
reformers of the world. He has been thrice 
arrested by malicious persons either on the 
charge of practicing 
license or telling fortunes for pay. but has got 
clear on the ground that he doesn't use any 
medicin or charge anything for his character 
readings. Those who buy his book for 
thirty cents get their horoscope cast for 
nothing. He has done some healing in cases 
given up by the doctors, but the largest fee 
he ever received, he says, was $3. In his 
little book he givs directions for the cure of 
diseases by water, and avers that everthing 
in it is founded upon experience. He has 


traveled for twenty-three years, and makes a 


practice of attending prayer-meetings and 
talking heresy in such & manner that the 
hearers don’t know it until they get outside 
and think it over. Years ago he was an 
agent for Tae Trurs SEEKER, but since he 
adopted literature as a profession and became 
an author he has confined his labors to the 
distribution of his little book. He possesses 
many testimonials to the value of hot water 
as & curativ. 


“ The New God,” by Samuel P. Putnam, is 
a book which will interest religious people. 
It tells how to make a new God and a very 
good one, as gods go. The price of this in- 
formation is only ten cents, and he must be & 
very covetous man who would want more for 
his money. Truth Seeker Company, 28 
Lafayette Place, New York.— Winsted Press. 

eo 


In Memory of D. M. Crane. 


The following resolutions in memory of D. 
M. Crane were adopted by the Seattle Lib- 
eral League at a regular meeting held in Odd 
Fellows Hall, Sunday, April 10, 1887 : 


Resolved, That it is a just tribute to the memory 
of our deceased brother, Daniel M. Crane, a mem- 
ber of Queen City Assembly of the Knights of 
Labor of America, and also one of the organizers 
of the Liberal League of Seattle, and its president 
for over four years, to say that in regretting his 
removal from our midst we mourn for one who 
was in every respect worthy of our esteem and 


medicin without a | 


affections. Our departed brother had a well-cult- 


| ured mind; he was one who took great pleasure in 


the investigation of truth ; he was an admirer of 
nature, a student of the grand and unchanging 
principles of the universe; his mind was unusu- 
ally clear, and his reasoning powers of a high 
order; he was singularly free from the blight of 
superstition ; he was fair and candid in an emi- 
nent degree; he accepted like an honest man 
what his reason approved; he was no slave to 
mistaken dogmas, antique fables, or mythological 
fictions; his mind soared into the realms of truth ; 
he accepted the teachings of science as the most 
reliable facts within the grasp of the human 
mind; he was untrammeled by the chains of 
priestly creeds and fables; he sought to know the 
truth, and imprinted the same on the tablets of 
the hearts of his now bereaved wife and family, 
with a reason, love, and sincerity that will cause 
them to remain as shining beacon-lights during 
their existence in this troubled world. 

Resolved, That we sincerely condole with the 
family of our deceased brother, who, through the 
unchangeable laws of nature, has been removed 
from our midst, and has gone to rest, believing 
that whatever nature has provided for our future 
he will share with the brightest and the best. 

———  ——-$-49——————-—— 


More Munhallism. 


There are men who are doomed to everlasting 
woe before they die! There is a time when it be- 
comes impossible to turn around, and préaching, 
even, to such has no more effect on them than 
pouring water on a duck’s back (Evangelist Dr. 
L. W. Munhall, Boston, March 26th). 


It is sueh preaching as this that drives 
many to madness, murder, and suicide, fear- 
ing they hav committed the ‘‘ unpardonable 
sin,” though no one pretends to tell what that 
Sinis. It is almost equal to Elder Knapp, in 
Boston, over fifty years ago, when it is re- 
ported that in one of his exhortations he 
said : 

Sinners, it will be harder for you to get to 


heaven than it would be for a shad to climba 
greased pole tail foremost. 


Evangelist Munhall consoles the debtor 
with the assurance, ‘‘Christ pays all our 
debts if we only ask him,” but he wants no 
half-way work about it, he declaring that 
“the man who is on the fence is on the 
devil’s side, because the fence is on the devil’s 
Side." Doesn't “it beat all our first wife's 
relations " how much these preachers hav to 
do with the devil, and how flippant their ex- 
pressions concerning his satanic majesty! 
It is reported that some five hundred people 
hav joined the Baptist churches in Boston in 
consequence of Evangelist Munhall’s labors 
among them this spring. The “Two Sams” 
did such valiant work for ''the master" 
in the M. E. church that the Baptists, not 
to be outdone, employed Munhall for like 
purpose. ‘‘ Great is Allah, and Mohammed 
is his prophet !” Erra E. Gissow. 


Pame indicated! 


—0— 


A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 

. ican Revolution, Containing 
both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
—o— 


The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. i 


TOGETHER WITA 
A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


78pp. Price 15 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


85 Cents Each. 
Address TEE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 


A OOMPEND oF THE NATURAL Laws or In- 
DUSTRIAL PRODUCTION AND 
EXOHANGE. 

By J. K. Ineaxs, author of ‘‘ Social Wealth.” 
Price, 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ROMANISM, 


OR 


DANCER AHEAD. 


— 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of — 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


Priog, E - = > 40 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


OR 
Men of Business Who Did Something Besides 
Making Money. A Book for Young Americans. 


BY JAMES PARTON. 
- $1.25. 


Price - = = = 


Address TES Lafayette Place. Now York. 
THE ~ 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 


From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION. 
Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKE R 00., 


THE CONFESSIONAL: 


ROMISH AND ANGLICAN. 
An Exposé. 
By SALADIN. Price, 80 cents, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER 
DEATH IMPROBABLE. 


By L. R. SMITH. 


Pamphlet, 82pp., 12mo, - 


Published and for sale by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


HISTORY 


OF THE 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 


Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


2:3 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


Price, 10 cents. 


BY 
H.J. SEIGNEURET, 
Secularist. 


Price, a xd i 10 cents. 


J. E. Remsburg's Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 


Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform ; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
Church and the Republic. 


Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture: Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Bab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Bun ar Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
abb ath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 

abbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 25 cents ; six copies, $1.00. 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tels the stor 
of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Choive extracts from * Common Sense,” 
** American Crisis," “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents} 
cloth, 75 cents. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cte. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 


delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention, Ri &nuary 29, 1884, Price, 


10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., . 
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Ingersolls Works. 


The Gods. Paper; 50 cts; cloth, $1. 


In five- lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
** Humboldt,” “ Thomas Paine,” * Individual- 
ity,” and * Heretics and Heresies.” 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: “ The Ghosts,” “Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child” «T! 
dependence,” * About Farming in Ilinois,” 
t The Grant Banquet,” “The Rev. Alexander 
Olark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon O. Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25. 


Interviews on Talmage, Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 
per, 25 cents. i 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof. 
. George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents, $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
: could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 

a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 

_ the editor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents; 50 

cents per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3, 
Millions of these should be circulated. 


Vindication of Thomas Paine from 


` the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 


ts. 
Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents. 


Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 
Bound in one yolume. To meet the demand 
‘for Mr. Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
. all his lectures, except the latest on *'Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one. beautiful volume, in halt 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,800 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 

price of $5. Sant by mail postpaid. 
Tributes. There hav been so many 
= applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s “Tribute to 
Brother," “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banquet Toast," and the recent address over 
` “ Little, Harry Miller's Grave,” that they hav 
` been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
. ble for framing, and the four be forwarded 
. to any address, for 50cts, or either one for 15ets. 
Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book is a gem. It is a model in eyery re- 
. spect. In fact, one of the richest brightest, 
best over issued, „It contains, besides the çel- 
` ebrated ‘Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
. fore published, and all the famous “ tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
- selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
: ures,. letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versations of the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
& rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
urpose,a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
: fac simile, has been prepared especially for. it. 
‘Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
.rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 


boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


W.S. BELL'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Conflict between Christianity 
and Civilization. 


PRICE, Zi aF aE ee 15 CENTS. 


It is a stunner ; concise, scholarly, and good.— 
E. Billings. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
PRICE, 15 CENTS. 


Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse. —James Parton. 

Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Man.—T. B. Wakeman. 

A beautiful pamphlet of 86 pages. Itis a very 
able paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 

ge. 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTS. 


‘The number of heads under which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which each point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
I take great pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition "to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self government.— 
J. J. McCabe. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 


“Iam very much pleased with it, and I wish the 
eventy thousand ministers of this country were 
obliged to purchase the pamphlet and read every 
wo dof it." 
Price 15 cents. 


For sala at thia office 


bible Temperance: 


LIQUOR DRINKING 
Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
by the Bible. 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


This is a companion book to Remsburg's ** Bible 
Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 
Cloth, $1.35. For Sale at this Office. 
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+ WITH + ILLUSTRATIONS. 4 


conN TEIN Ts. 


Freethought in the United States, 1886, - 
Liberty. Address by Grover Cleveland, 
The Coming Dawn. By D. Louis Bodge, 


Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the 
States and Territories of the United States, 


The Right to Testify. By F. M. Holland, - 
The American Secular Union. By Samuel P. 


The Parson. A Story. By Si Slokum, 
——— 49 — —— 
NEW YORK: 


Ke PUBLISHED AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE, 
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Ingersoll’s Tributes. 


REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper; 18x22 inches, ilnumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: 

‘The Vision of War, 
Tribute to his Brother, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 

The price of these heretofore has been $1.00. We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
tom akage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 

28 Lafayette PI., New York. 


SOCIAL WEALTH. 


The Sole Factors and Hzact Ratios in Its 
Acquirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS, 


Price, Cloth, - ` $1.00, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Secret of the East, 


OR, : 


The Origin of the Christian Religion | $3 


and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


For sale at this office. 


VOLTAIRES ROMANCES 


The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.—Zadig 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist. —The Princess: 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowns. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas.— 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the White 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid paper. With 6% 
engravings, Price, cloth, bevele oards, $2.00. 
Half calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonnell 

author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day o: 

Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 


Exeter Hall. “ One of the most excit- 


ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition. By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 


80 cents. 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. € 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely repared to ex- 
ect to find, in such & marked degree, even 
rom 80 gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks." Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
. We wishthatthefriends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 


By Gro. M. DavEeNPORT. This is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 82 well-filled pages, costing only 
“ a quarter,” but as full of meat as an egg. It is 
well called “practical,” for we find nothing un- 
practical init, Hens, ducks, Fee, and turkeys 
are particularly discussed and their economical 
breedin and keeping treated of. There are many 
practical hints-about keeping poultry on a largo 
scale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition to 
the poultry literature of the day. 

TRUTH SEEKER Office, 


28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


REPLY 
TO REY. L. A. LAMBERTS 
“NOTES ON INGERSOLL’ 
By B. W. Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of the Oatholic priest's 
Historical misstatements. 
Price Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 Cents. 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:80 p.m. for lectures and 


.| free discussions on religious and social questions. 


Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Ear 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wm. HENRY 
Burr. Price,25 cents. For sale at this office. 


ae 


*"SHOPPEL'S MODERN HOUSES”? No, & 
(Published, July 1, 1885) CONTAINS: 
À colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces, for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
‘for utting them together. 

ile the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. It is, in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 


most popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 
builders. 


55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000). n" 
2 New Designs for Barns. 
1 New Design for a Chapel. 
Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 
(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 
An Article on Villa Park Associations. 


BENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRIOE; $1. 
Address 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASSO'N, 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. ` 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engrayings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 500. 


THE 


Fathers of Our Republic: 


Paine, Jefferson, Washington, 
Franklin. 


A LECTURE delivered before the Tenth Annua 
Congress of the American Secular Union, 
in Chickering Hall, New York 
November 13, 1886. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 


Price 15 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


BIBLE MYTHS 


AND THEIR 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


The object of the work is to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evillent ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. 

“Tt is unquestionably true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else go accessible as they are now made 
in the work before us."—N. Y. Sun, 

1vol.8vo. Oloth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.50, 


GOD AND HIS BOOK. 


THE BIBLE: WHERE DID WE GET IT 


AND WHAT IS IT? 


By SALADIN, editor of the London “Secular 
Review.” 
Issued in six parts. Four parts now ready. Price 
25 cents each. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER office, 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli. 
eal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


“The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, dM: Six copies fo’ 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from. Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . . will not leave num. 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepas 


ration.” 
Price, 35 cents. 


For either of these works, or an 
witings “Address THE TRUTH 


of Paine’ 
SEEKER, 


320 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, MAY i4, i887. 


Bews af the Week. |THE 0 Al 


Ir is stated that Miss Rose Elizabeth Cleve- 


EROF CREATION. 


Discussion Between 
Gladstone, Huxley, 


Muller, 
Linton, 


Reville, 


land, the president's sister, will become first , On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 


assistant teacher in Miss Reed’s school for | 
young ladies, in New York, and will lecture j 
on American history. The term begins the 
first of September. 


Gorge Franois 'TRAIN 


OONTENTS: $ 


Dawn of Oreation and of Worship. By Hon. sion on the mistakes of Moses. 


. E. Gladstone. 
II. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 
preters of Nature. By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 
III. Postscript to Solar Myths. By Prof. Max 


uier. 


is about to begin suit in 


Omaha, Neb., to recover 
$10,000,000 worth of 
property there. 


PauL  GRoTTEAU, of 
Milwaukee, Wis., has 
been sentenced to one 
year at hard labor for 
making a speech. 


Tux Labor party has 
called a convention to 
meet at Syracuse. August 
17th,to organize the party 
throughout the state. 


AN explosion in a coal- 
minenear Nanaimo, B.C., 
buried nearly two hun- 
dred miners, whom there 
is little prospect of rescu- 
ing alive. 


Graves, the slayer of 
the Maine game warden, 
Hill, last November, was 
arraigned at Calais on the 
7th. He pleaded not 
guilty. He says he killed 

.the warden in self-de- 
fense. 


THERE was no liquor to 
be bought in New York 
last Sunday, and a great 
many religious people 
were thereby put to much 
inconvenience. The us- 
ual amount of drunken- 
ness was noted. 


i i 
ER, CN ZUM ‘, 


IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. 
By Hon. W, E. Gladstone. 
V. Dawn of Creation. An Answer to Mr. Glad- 
stone. By Albert Reville, D.D. 
VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis; By Prof. T. H. 


Huxley. 
Vil. A Protest and a Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin-' 
on 


This is a new book and contains the latest discus- 
The names of the 


participants are a guarantee of its able character. 
Price, paper, 58 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
98 Lafayette Pl..New York 


MRS. LOTS TRANSFIGURATION. 


But his wife looked back from behind him, and she became a pillar of salt.—Gen. xix, 26. 


Ara baptism in New Orleans last Sunday 
a railing around. à wharf gave way, precipi- 
tating fifty persons into the water, eight of 
whom were drowned. 


A sPLIT is foreshadowed between the 
Knights of Labor and the Henry George 
Labor party. The information is not definit, 
but it is certain that inharmony exists. 


Quzzn Kariovant of the Sandwich Islands 
and her daughter, the Princess Lilinokalani, 
are visiting this country. Her royal highness 
expresses herself as much pleased with Amer- 
ican institutions. 

Taz Rev. Mr. Ward, who shot his wife at 
Englewood, N. J., committed suicide with 
chloral. It would hav been much more 
thoughtful in Mr. Ward if he had taken the 
chloral before he did the shooting. 


Henry Grorce’s Anti-Poverty Society had 
its second meeting Sunday night in the 
Academy of Music, which was crowded. 
Mr. George led the singing and made the ad- 
dress. McGlynn lectured in Boston. 

Disastrous floods prevail in Maine. The! 
water @f the Kennebec and Piscataquis 
rivers is reported higher than it has been be- 
fore for forty years. Washouts hav stopped 
the running of trains on the Maine Central 
between Bangor and St. Johns. 

SaxrEL RUPPERT, a farmer of Bowmans- 
town, Pa., has just discovered that John 
Steigerwalt, who has worked for him a year, 
is a woman named Lena instead of John. 
She has been sending her wages to Germany 
to bring her parents to this country. 

Tux New York Sun notes that May 4th was 
the first anniversary of the throwing of the 
bomb at Chicago. The result was seven po- 


licemen killed, eleven crippled for life, 
twelve so injured that they are still unfit for 
duty, and seven men are in prison sentenced 
to death. : 

A GERMAN woman named Neustadt keeps a 
beer saloon in this city. On the 7th inst. a 
policeman detected her brother in the act of 
practicing his music lesson on a piano in the 
rear of the saloon, and at once arrested Mrs. 
Neustadt, who will doubtless be fined, and 
the majesty of the law vindicated. 

THERE was a tremendous mass meeting in 

` this city last Saturday evening, addressed by 
the excise commissioners and others, to pro- 
test against the tyranny of the law which pro- 
hibits music at reputable places where wine 
and beer are sold. An act has already passed 
the New York Assembly licensing the sale of 
these beverages at concerts. 


Odds and Ends. 


THERE is a dentist in a Michigan town the sign 
over whose door reads: * Teeth Extracted With- 
out Enny Pane. Laffin Gas (10) Cents a Ha Ha?, 


A Curcaao man paid $1,000 for an Indian Bible 
recently. It is peculiar how much more a man 
will giv for a Bible he can't read than for one he 
can. 


Lawyer (to client): ** You want to sue Robinson 
for ‘500 for libel, you say?” Client: ** Yes; he 
bas blasted my character forever.” Lawyer : * You 
think $500 the proper amount?" Olient : ** Well, 
makeit$250. I only want what's right." 


“I wav three witnesses who will swear that at 
the hour when this man was robbed I was at home 
in my own chamber, taking care of my baby." 
**Yeg, your honor," g'ibly added the prisoner's 
counsel, “that is strictly true. We can prove a 
lullaby, your honor." 


OLD minister (to young minister): ** Paul was a 
wonderful man, my dear young brother, a won- 
derfol man; and thousands upon thousands 
flocked to hear him preach.” Young minister: 
“ Yes, if Paul were alive to-Pay he would only hav 
to name the salary he wanted." 


À PREACHER who used to hold forth in Sanger- 
ville was wont to be rather wandering in his re- 
marks. One day he asked a lady what his hearers 
thought of his sermons. “Well, if you must 
know,” said she, “ they say that if the text had 
the small-pox the sermon was in no danger of 
catching 1t." 

POINTING A MORAL. 

Wire (witnessing the play “Ten Nights in a 
Barroom”): “ What a terrible curse rum is, John !? 

Husband (feeling for his hat): '* Awful, awful ! 
Such a play as this ought to point a moral of in- 
calculable good.” 

Wife: * Where are you going, John?” - 

Husband : “I'm going out to see & man." 


His Satanic majesty (to applicant for admission): 
* What may I cali your name?” Applicant: ‘I 
havn't got any. I’m the man who has been writ- 
ing anonymous contributions to the newspapers.” 
His Satanic majesty: ‘Who sent you to me?" 
Applicant; “Peter.” His Satanic majesty (indig- 
nantly): ‘ Well, Peter ought to know better. You 
can't get in here, my friend; this place istoo good 
for you.” 

COYOTE CHARACTERISTICS, 


In the unsettled interior of America, on the 
great plains, is found the coyote. The coyote is 
about two-thirds the size of a yellow dog, and 
looks like a second-hand wolf in straitened circum- 
stances. He bears about the same relation to the 
genuin wolf that the buzzard does to the eagle, or 
that a chicken-thief does to a modern bank cashier. 
He has a perpetual air of being ashamed of him- 
self, or of something he has done, As you catcha 
glimpse of him, trotting away from one motte of 
timber to another. looking back over his ears, and 
with his tail furled around his left leg, he looks as 
if he was aware that the police had aclue to his 


whereahouts. and were working up his case. No 


one ever saw a fat coyote. You may catch a 
young one. civilize him as much as you can; feed 
him on canned groceries, and put a brass collar 


on him, but his ribs will still be his most promi- 
inent feature, and at the first favorable opportu- 
nity he will voluntarily and ungratefully leave 
your hospitable roof, and from choice become & 
roving vagabond on the prairie, living on carrion 
and sharing his meals with the buzzard. These 
predatory shadows are not at all dangerous. 
There i8 no fight in them. 

That a popular fallacy regarding the ferocity 
of the coyote exist8, was illustrated not long since 
in the remarks made by a Northern preacher in 
a sermon he preached shortly after his arrival 
in the state. He said: “ Dear friends, methinks I 
see two men walking out onone of your bee-utiful 
prairies. They enjoy the perfume of the flowers: 
the songs of the innocent little birds, and the 
calm, quiet beauty of your g-lorious Indian sum- 
mer evenings. Communing together, they walk 
along heedless of danger. The sun sinks to rest 
beyond the distant horizon; the curtain of night 
gradually descends and closes out the light of 
day; still the two men walk leisurely along, feel- 
ing safe and secure. But hark! What sound is 
that in the distance? What biood-curdling howl 
makes them arrest their steps? It is, dear friends 
—it is the cry of the wolves on their track—the 
fierce and bloodthirsty coyote in hot pursuit, ah ! 
Aud what, think you, do these two unfortunate 
men do? Oneof them, my beloved congregation, 
realizes his danger, and runuing to a tree, climbs 
up, by the aid of a convenient branch, out of the 
reach of the cruel fangs of the relentless beasts of 
prey. He called unto his companion and said 
unto him,‘O my brother! reah out and take 
bold of this branch, climb up beside me, and ba 
saved!’ But the other said, * No, there is no din- 
ger; the wolves are still a long way off—I hav 
time enough.’ Alas, dear hearers, while he was 
yet speaking the dreadful coyotes came upon him, 
and rending him limb from limb, devoured him 
even in the twinkling of an eye. Thus it is, O 
careless and heedlega sinners, that you to-night 
stand,’ etc. 

When the preacher concluded the services and 
was leaving the church he was accosted by old 
man Parker (who has lived in Texas since '36); who 
said : 

“Parson, the front end of your discourse was 
grand and gloomy, and calculated to bluff the un- 
converted sinner. Yon had a full hand, and 
might hav raked in all the mourners in the pot 
but, Lord, bless your soul, you played a nine-spot 
when you chipped in with that coyote yarn.” 


IN * FLA'S" TRE. 
A dashing young damsel from Me., 
With a face most uncommonly Ple., 
Had such cute littie Ft., 
That when seen on the St., 


Young ** Cnolly ” was driven Inse. 
* * * * * * 


‘Twas I few hours ago down in Me., 
That I kissed a dear angel named Je. 
If she whispered refre., 
"T was too low to be ple., 
SoIdidsoage and aze. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 


d ne rice ue: Lie Nx m 
ue n AG rro A " "i v iv.) 


Gems of Chonght. 


I wav not been fighting a personal warfare. I 
hav battled for human rights, for mental liberty 
! and freedom of the press, and I trust the frienda 
: of liberty and equality will not forsake me in my 
; hour of trial.—D. M. Bennett. 

Ler us see just what it means “to believe in the 
Bible." One man means by it the acceptance as 
literal truth of everything in the Bible—e. g., the 
account of the creation in 
six days, the story of the 
garden of Eden, of the uni- 
versal flood and the story of 
Jonah—and that it is all the 
perfect, literal word of God. 
Another man thinks, etc. 
A third person thinks, eto, 
Btill other persons look on 
ihe Bible a8 à natural book 
or collection of books, com- 
posed by men writing as 
other men do, guided by 
their natural faculties, and 
not inspired in any miracu- 
lous sense.—W. L. Chaffin. 


“Tur rationalistic school 
certainly does .not believe 
in results without material 
causes,” said Richard Ful- 
lerton quietly. “And you 
are quite correct—it does 
believe inlaw.” '* The mir“ 
acle of Jonah is, I fancy, a 
typical stumbling-block to 
you all?" the vicar asked 
blandly. “No whale could 
hav swallowed a man,” an- 
swered Richard: '*not to 
speak of a man living three 
days and three nights in the 
whale's belly [Mrs.. Linton 
reads, *body,' and the es- 
thetic preacher spoke of the 
whale’s “society.” But I 
prefer the Bible word “ bel- 
ly.” Itisquite good enongh 
for the story in which it is 
imbedded.—Hylax.] if he 
could hay been taken into 
it.” “Not by God's power ?” 
“Not according to the lim- 
itation of a whale’s anatomy 
and the necessities of a 
man’s.” * And I believe it 
firmly," said Lady Maine 
emphatically : ‘for the Bi- 

5 ble says, ‘And God sent a 
great fish.'" “Yes, we may rest assured that all 
the miracles recorded were wrought,” said Mr. 
Lascelles, addressing Lady Maine. ‘The speak- 
ing of Balaam's ass among them,” *“ Perhaps that 
is the least incredible of the series," said Richard 
drily. “And the consuming by fire of the false 
priests of Baal! That, too, one may believe?” 
said the vicar, with a cruel gleam in his sharp 
gray eyes. '*Yes, you priests of the dominant 
faith hav always been ready with fire and slaugh- 
ter when you were afraid of rivals,” said Richard. 
—Mrs. Línten's Under Which Lord? 


Dears truly is then met with the greatest tran- 
quility, when the dying man can comfort himself 
with his own praise. No one dies too soon who 
has finished the course of virtue.—Cicero’s Tuscu- 
tan Disputations, 


* FooL," he answered, ** death is sure 
To those who stay and those who roam, 
But I will never more endure 
'To sit with empty hands at home. 


z 
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* My mother clings about my neck; 
My sisters crying, ‘Stay, for shame !! 
: My father raves of death and wreck; 
They are ail to blame, they are all to blame. 


** God help me! save I take my part 
Of danger on the roaring sea, 
A devil rises in my heart 
Far worse than any death to me.” 
—Tennyson’s Sailor Boy. 


WE rejoice in the widening thought that marks 
this age of ours, in the broadening and sweeten- 
ing sympathy that extends itself further and fur- 
ther where grace and compassion are needed ; in 
the increasing fortitude and courage, in the grow- 
ing determination to hold evil at bay and compel 
the world to giv up its long hidden secrets of 
knowledge and beneficence. We rejoice in all the 
spread of truth, in the deepening love of liberty, 
in the higher respect for order and harmony and 
peace, and in that grand vision of a nobler and 
better time coming that floods with light all 
higher spirits and touches with its beams of radi- 
ance even the dark and stubborn ground where 
poverty and misery hav their abode. Beit ours to 
feel that we liv in a world full of light and grand- 
eur and glory; full of promis, full of coming joy. 
May it be the wish and purpose of our hearts to 
liv in such a world, not basely and meanly, but in 
a manner worthy of men and women, lifting up 
our song of praise to that which is true and beau- 
tiful and good.—Frothingham's Consolations of 
Rationalism. 

For the man 
Who, in this spirit, communes with the forms 
Of nature; who, with uaderstauding heart, 
Doth kuow and love such objects as excite 
No morbid passions, no disquievude, 
No vengeance, and no hatreds, needs must feel 
Tne joy of that pure principle of love 
So deeply, that, unsatisfied with aught 
Less pure and exquisit, he cannot choose 
But seek for objects of a kindred love 
In fellow-natures, and a kindred joy. 
—Wordsworth’s Excursion, 


TRULY a thinking man is the worst enemy the 


Divine Revelatious, containing a description of | Prince of darkness can hav; every time such a one 


twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thovsamd biblical errors in science, history, 
mor ils, religion, and general events. Also a 
deliieation of the characters of the principal 
perronages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins. Price, $1.75. 


aunounces himself, I doubt not there runs a shud- 
der through the nether empire; and new emiasa- 

! mes are trained, with new tactics, to, if. possible, 
entrap him. and hoodwink and handeuff him.— 
Cariyte's Sartor Resartus. 
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dates and Blippings. | 


last Monday that 
showed a falling off in their congregations ` 


A RECOMMENDATION from Mayor Hewitt 


Tar Rev. Matthew H. Pogson lectured on 


AcoorDING to the Diario Romano, itis now 


urging the establishment of small parks in the 15th in Chickering Hall. He said that at precisely 2,641 years since Mr. Romulus, C. 


, Various parts of the city for the benefit of the 14 years of age he took his first glass, and at E., first laid out the streets and lots of Rome, 


f poorer classes has met with a favorable re-, 16 he was.a confirmed drunkard. Now he is and the event is still celebrated in the Eternal 
Tax Boston Herald irreverently remarked ception at Albany, and the parks will ‘be laid. a preacher of the gospel. Thus is exempli- ! City by the illumination of the Coliseum and 


ments hav been made. 


yesterday, and it is be- 


“ fashionable churches. out when the necessary financial arrange- fied the downward course of him who takes the Forum, and by banquets at which the 
l the first genial glass. 


memory of the distinguished citizen is ap- 
= propriately disposed of 


lieved the religious sea- 
son is drawing to a -= 
close.” : 


NEARLY ten thousand 
immigrants landed at 
this port on Wednesday 
of last week. At this 
rate the year 1887 will 
be unrivaled for immi- 
gration. 


Tue clergymen of 
Omaha are endeavoring 
to explain the reason of 
the great wickedness of 
that city. One of them 
says that Omaha has 
gone into the real estate 
business, and that when 
a man commences to sell 
a thing for more than it 
is worth the angels weep 
and let him slide.—Leav- 
enworth Times. 


Dr. MoGrxsN says 
that when he spoke of a 
* certain old gentleman 
in Rome,” he meant 
Cardinal Simeoni, and 
“the old gentleman in 
this country” is Bishop 
Gilmour of Cleveland, 
who is so little in sympa- 
thy with the grievances 
of the people that, after 
a tour of Ireland,he made 
the remark that he had > 
not found anybody, 
bishop, priest, or layman, 
who was able to tell him 
what was the matter 
with Ireland, anyhow. 


Srx sailors from the 
Dale, perfect specimens 
` of physical development, 
were detailed to assist in 
arranging the flags loaned 
by the Navy Department 
for the decoration of the 
Congregational church 
for the Grand Army re- 
union at: Washington. 
Oa reaching the church 
Sunday morning they 
found that one of the 
officers of the church had 
spread one of the flags 
along the aisle. ‘‘ Who 
put that flag down there?” 
angrily asked the leader 
of the sailors. “Mr. 
——,” said a bystander, 
tto save the carpet." 
“Tt has to come up. 
You may be good Chris- 
tians, here, but you are 
d——d poor Americans. 
Come aboard the Dale, 
and you will see every 
hat taken off as that em- 
blem comes down." The 
flag came up. 


In the debate on the 


in silence. 


TD 
e 
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Taere is talk among 
Canadian statesmen of & 
commercial union þe- 
tween the United States 
and Canada on a basis of 
free trade. Political un- 
ion is also spoken of. 
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Nie. 


OUI 


“ Hoaprv for judge? 
He has some fine quali- 
ties, but if there is any- 
thing he lacks it does 
seem to be judgment."— 
Catholic Sun. The best 
evidence that Judge 
Hoadly has shown of not 
possessing good judg- 
ment was when he be- 
came bondsman for a 
Catholic in the Arch. 
bishop Purcell swindle, 
and lost $60,000. 


COLONEL INGERSOLL 
tells a new story of the 
first time he ever heard 
of Philadelphia—a place 
which, by the way, he 
does not like, because 
the Quaker City folk 
once threatened to put 
him in jail. The scene 
of the tale is out in Illi- 
nois, and the time many 
years ago. A school- 
master had just been 
brought out from Phila- 
delphia, and he at once 
Set to work to find out 
where his new scholars 
stood in the matter of 
enlightenment. He tried 
them first on old Inde- 
pendence Hall. ‘‘ There 
is a building in my city,” 
he said, “ that ought to 
make every one's heart 
throb with patriotism on 
seeing it or hearing of it. 
It is & grand building, 
full of the natios life 
blood." 'Then he asked 
those scholars who knew 
the building he meant to 
raise their hands. Nota 
hand went up.  Aston- 
ished and grieved at this 
woful ignorance, the 
Quaker City pedagog 
once more expounded 
the claims of the un- 
known building to fame, 
&nd then called for an- 
other raising of hands. 
This timea little Hebrew - 
lad over in one corner of © 
the room said that he 
knew it. ‘‘ What is it, 
then, my little patriot ?” 
said the gladdened 


aN 


A NEW LAOCOÖN. 


interminable side issues 
of the Irish question in the British Par- 
liament two weeks ago, Mr. Bradlaugh 
found an opportunity of paying some of his 
debts to Lord Randolph Churchill. ‘‘ Mr. 
Bradlaugh,” says the correspondent of the 
New York Sun, ‘‘has never forgotten the 
exciting times when Lord Randolph Churchill 
took high moral ground, made himself the 
champion of Christian morality, and exulted 
over the unpleasant experiences through 


which the unbelieving member has passed. 
Churchill has the bad habit of changing his 
mind very often, and of thinking different 
things on different days. In this debate he 
cheerfully expressed sentiments directly op- 
posit to those which he had avowed but a 
few months previously, and then came Brad- 
laugh’s opportunity. He arose on Thursday 
afternoon, and tore the erractic Churchill, 
surnamed ‘ The Stormy Petrel of the House 


schoolmaster. “The 
mint!" yelled the little 
fellow. 


of Commons, most thoroughly into pieces. 
It was evident to every one, and especially so 
to his lordship, who was present, that he was 
in hands so powerful as to make his squirm- 
ing useless. For over an hour Mr. Bradlaugh 
continued his torturing process, permitting 
not one weak spot in the ex-chancellor's moral 
armor to escape him, while the Irish and 
Liberal members cheered and laughed as 
they hav not done this session; for Brad- 


laugh was witty as well as severe. Pious 
strangers in the gallery shook their heads 
mournfully that so bad a man as the Infidel 
Bradlaugh should be allowed to score such a 
victory. The speech was, in many ways, the 
best heard in the House this session. Upon 
its conclusion Churchill went out for an ex- 
tended walk among the lobbies and corridors. 
His failure even to attempt a reply lent em- 
phasis to the fulness of his defeat.” 
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Communications. 


The Age of the Earth and Man. 


It is quite refreshing in this age of religious doubt 
and unbelief, and especially of ingenious sophistry on 
the part of eminent theologians in regard to the 
interpretation of the early chapters of Genesis, to 


find an ‘intelligent and able man like Mr. J. W. 


Grabill, your correspondent, prepared to defend 
biblical chronology and biblical science against the 
latest views advanced by biblical commentators and 


men of science. 


In my article on “The Age of Man” I affirmed 
that “the records of the Greeks and Romans show 
these great empires to hav been inhabited by civilized 
people as far back as 800 s.c.” I further declared 
that the Chinese might be “found in a highly civil- 


ized condition, with & monarchy and a government, 
as far back as 2500 3.c.; while, according to such em- 
inent authorities as Lepsius and Bunsen, the Egyp- 


lians hav a history that carries us back more than 


four thousand years B o." 


To this statement Mr. Grabill demurs. He alleges 


that there is no evidence in support of it; that nei- 
ther written records, architectural monuments, frag- 
mentary remains, tradition, nor indeed anything that 


may fairly be regarded as evidence can be adduced in 


support of my statemeut. Now, in respect to Egypt, 
Mr. Grabill is good enough to cite the authority of 


Manetho, an Egyptian historian whe lived in the 


reign of Ptolemy I., to demonstrate that the “ first 
rulers in Egypt were gods, spirits, ete., and therefore 
that the early history of Egypt, to use his own very 
accurate language, “is shrouded in ignorance and 
fabulous conjecture.” 

It is quite true that in connection with Egyptian 
history and tradition there are a number of religious 
fables, such as we find associated with the early 
history and tradition of all other nations; but while 
Mr. Grabilt quotes Manetho to discredit him, we find 
an eminent scientist like Quatrefages—himself op- 
posed to the Darwinian theory—on the authority of 
Mariette-Bey, declaring that “the lists of Manetho 
go back to 5004 before our era” (Human Species, 
page 130) in proof of the great age of the Egyptian 
race. 

And if this be true we are at once taken back a 
thousand years before the alleged creation of the 
world and man, and hav the further difficulty that, 
even according to the Bible, the Egyptian people 
were in a fairly advanced condition soon after the 
deluge, with a powerful monarchy and an army suf- 
ficiently strong and well trained to conquer the Jews 
and put them into subjection. 

Mr. Grabill, to be thoroughly logical and con- 
sistent, believes in the historical accuracy of the bib- 
lical flood, with its manifold absurdities and impossi- 
bilities. He does not, it is true, say whether he 
believes in a local or a universal flood, but if he 
believes in the latter he must assuredly believe that 
the Egyptians, if there were any before that time, 
were swept off the face of the earth, and that this 
‘ancient race must hav been established afresh after 
the deluge. 

But, according to Nott (Types of Man, page 211): 
* When Egypt first presents itself to our view, she 
stands forth, not in childhood, but with the maturity 
of manhood’s age, arrayed in the time-worn habili- 
ments of civilization. Her tombs, her temples, her 
pyramids, her manners, customs, and arts all betoken. 
a full-grown nation. The sculptures of the fourth dy- 
nasty, the earliest extant, show that the arts of that 
day, some 3500 soc.—date of Menes, more than 
3400 2c. (Humboldt), 3643 s.c. (Bunsen), 3892 zo. 

* (Kenrick), 3893 3.c. (Lepsius), 3895 s c. (Hincks), in 
each case more than a thousand years before the 
Usherian date of the deluge—had already arrived at 
a perfection little inferior to that of the eighteenth 
dynasty, which until lately was regarded as her Au- 
gustan age.” . 

On the other hand, if Mr. Gabrill believes in a 
local flood—a flood which drowned the Jews, but 
respectfully refused to touch the Chinese—when he 
has explained why God should require Noah to 
gather all the animals into the ark, while many of 
them might hav remained unburt on their nativ soil, 
or why Noah and his family did not emigrate to some 
other country, and thus avoid being caged with wild 
beasts in an ark for forty days and forty nights— 
while God mercilessly destroyed “every creature 
that had the breath of life "—I will begin to consider 
seriously how, regarding the Bible as true, there 
could hay been an Egyptian race before the flood, 
and from which of Adam’s children they descended. 
Till then, however, I will let the above quotations, 
with one other, stand as my reply to your correspond- 
ent’s first point. My other quotation is this. It is 
from Kenrick’s “Ancient Egypt,” page 181. The 
writer says: “The glimpse which we thus obtain of 
Egypt in the fifth century after Menes, according to 
the lowest computation (still a thousand years before 
the deluge), reveals to us some general facts which 
lead to important inférences. In all its general 
characteristics Egypt was the same as we seo it a 


thousand years later, a well organized monarchy and 
religion elaborated throughout the country—the sys- 
tem of hieroglyphic writing the same, in all its lead- 
ing peculiarities, and it continued to the end of the 


monarchy of the Pharaohs.” 


B.C. is a wholly gratuitous statement.” 


evidence on the subject. 


capital city and with a settled government.” 


which was begun about 20,000 s. c. 


diverse characteristies of the numerous races of men 


limits of the time claimed by biblieal chronology. 


from these, through the slow evolutionary process, 
the various races of men of diverse types descended. 
And as Haeckel well says (Pedigree of Man, page 80): 
“In that long chain of many generations that formed 
the transition from the men-apes to the ape-men, and 
from these last to actual articulate-speaking man, no 
single pair can be designated as ‘ the first pair of hu- 
man beings.’” ° 

But because Moses, in an age of ignorance, said 
that man originated from one pair, Mr. Grabill asks 
us to conclude that “either he (Moses) was gifted 
with faculties far surpassing all human experience, or 
else his knowledge was divine.” 

But what does Mr. Grabill mean by divine? Do 


but superhuman? The word “divine” has no mean- 
ing except to persons who hav had a theological 
training; that is, persons who hav been trained to 
accept everything as gospel which they cannot un- 
derstand. Besides, I deny that Moses says that man 
originated from one single pair. If Mr. Grabill will 
look in the first chapter of Genesis (which, by the by, 
was neither written by Moses nor by anybody ac- 
quainted with the alleged facts it contains) he will 
find that “ God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God created he them; male and female 
created he them.” 

That is, God did not create one single pair, but 
numerous men and women. 

In the second chapter, which also was not written 
by Moses, I know we are told that God created one 
man, and then, as an afterthought, one woman to be 
his “helpmeet ;” but a manifest contradiction like 
this surely does not demonstrate that the writer was 
gifted with faculties far surpassing all human experi- 


indeed, “divine” means something approachiti 

foolishness, which in many cases I hav found: tc 
All that Mr. Grabill says about the fim 
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And now we come to the second point. Mr. 
Gabrill says that my declaration as to the Chinese 
being “found in a highly civilized condition, with a 
monarchy and government, as far back as 2,500 years 


Indeed! Mr. Gabrill is surely not stupid enough 
to imagin that I made such a statement on my own 
responsibility, apart altogether from authoritativ 


Now, the Duke of Argyll, who certainly is not 
biased in favor of the view I take, in his “Primitiv 
Man” actually quotes Meadows on this very point as 
follows: “ There is another civilization which appears 
to be almost as ancient as that of Egypt, and which 
has been far more enduring. The authentic records 
of the Chinese empire are said to begin 2,400 m.c.— 
300 years before Abraham. They begin, too, appar- 
ently with a kingdom already established with a 


_ But-according to Bunsen, another great authority, 
it took 5,000 years to form the Chinese language, 


If we pay any attention to the theory that the age 
of man on the earth is less than 6,000 years, we are 
confronted with so many difficulties of an insuperable 
character that unless we set aside altogether the tes- 
timony of modern science, and common sense infer- 
ences from obvious facts, and open wide the mouth 
of credulity, the Mosaic story of the age and develop- 
ment of man on the earth is simply incredible. If 
Adam was the first man, what sort of man was he? 
Was he Jew? Then I am not his descendant. Was 
he Chinese? Then Iam not his descendant. Was 
he Hindoo? Then I am not his descendant. ‘Of 
what color and type was Adam? I confess I do not 
know, but neither does Mr. Grabill ; but it is certain 
that he could not hav combined in himself all the 


now on the earth ; and though I am not disposed to 
argue for more than one species of man, I think that 
no man of science would go as far as to declare that 
it was possible for the numerous and diverse types of 
men to hav emerged from one single pair within the 


Moreover, a8 most men of science believe that manis 
the off-shoot of. the ape, it is quite within the range 
of probability that one branch of the genus homo 
went off in one direction, and another in another, and 


human beings possess faculties that are not human | 


ence, or that “his knowledge was divine," unless, e 
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pared to dispute, but I deny altogether that they 
corroborate what Mr. Grabiil calls * the brief allu- 
sions of the Bible.” ` What brief allusions? What 
could oriental scholars corroborate in reference to 
the Mosaic account of the origin of man, by reference 
to monuments, inscriptions, or fragmentary remains? 
Certainly not that man was less than six thousand 
| years old, and most assuredly not that he was of one 
type and one race? What then? Let Mr, Grabill 
reply. 

Then your correspondent on his own responsibil- 
ity, and presumably of his own superior knowledge, 
disputes Humboldt's calculation that a cypress-tree 
in New Orleans was six thousand years old, though’ 
there were four fossil forests above the root of said 
tree, under which the skeleton of a man was found. 

If Humboldt’s calculation stood by itself, it would 
not be without value, but when. it is corroborated 
from a hundred other sources, the degree of proba- 
bility attaching to its truthfulness 1s very much 
hightened. Mr. Grabill disposes of Wm. Pengelly’s 
“three hundred thousand years as the lowest esti- 
mate for man’s existence in England” by cutting off 
two naughts from the right of this scientist’s calcu- 
lation, and thus by a very easy process takes three 
thousand years as a period “ approximating correct- 
ness.” 

Mr. Pengelly’s calculation he calls “mere guess- 
work.” Butis this true? How was the calculation 
made? “We know," said this scientist in his lecture 
on * The Time that Has Elapsed Since the Era of 
the Cave Men of Devonshire,” “ that in Kent’s Cavern 
there are inscriptions on the granular stalagmite, and 
we know further that the lines of drainage of the 
cavern (Kent’s Cavern) hav not changed. Now, if it 
takes two hundred and fifty years to form the twen- 
tieth of an inch in thickness in a part of a cavern 
where the stalagmite has been formed with unusual 
rapidity, judging from these bosses, you perceive 
clearly enough that it would take twenty times that 
amount of time at that rate to represent an inch— 
that is, five thousand years, and we hav fully five feet 
to account for in the granular stalagmite only. Now, 
ladies and gentlemen, are you prepared for that 
amount of time? Five thousand years for an inch, 
and sixty inches—sixty times five thousand years.” 

Does Mr. Grabill doubt that scientifie men can 
calculate with marvelous precision and accuracy the 
movements of the heavenly bodies? And if he does 
not doubt this, surely he should be able to advance 
a reason why he should discredit the statements and 
calculations of men of science who make geology and 
paleontology their special studies, l 

Your correspondent concludes by admitting “ that 
it is true that the remains of man are found in the 
deposits of the quaternary age, but no such remaing 
hav been found which carries the human period back 
more than a few thousand years.” 

A few thousand years! Yes, Mr. Grabill, truly a 
few thousand; a considerable “few,” however, longer 
than the biblical six thousand. 

Mr. Grabill’s statement reminds me of the lines: 


In our Sunday-school they told 

Man was not so very old, 

For God formed bim from red mold 
Years ago, six thousand. 


But science teaches that 


When youth and young manhood came, 

This seemed not so very plain; 

Oft we tliought and thought again, 
Only just six thousand ? 


'Then when history we read, 

'This can never be, we said; 

More in number must hav fled 
'Than some mere six thousand. 


For th' historic scribes aver 

Egypts older, and for her 

Claim a full ten thousand year 
More, this, than six thousand.’ 


Now upgrown, we scan more wide, . ^". 

Nor can dogmas false abide. jd 

Science bears us on her tide,, 
Far from years six thousand. 


Bone needles, aud; knives of. stone 
Flint tools formed in ages gone, 
Up dug, àre in triumph shown. 
=’ Foolish, f X thousah' 
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Boucher de Perthes, of Abbeville, discovered at Mou- 
lin Quignon at a depth of fifteen feet, in a virgin 
argilo.ferruginous bed belonging to the later Plio- 
cene or early Pleistocene period, the half of a human 
lower jaw-bone, by the side of a flint hatchet and 
not far from it two mammoths’ teeth; when Dupont 
in 1864 found in the Tesse valley three different lay- 
ers of human and other remains, side by side with 
bones of the mammoth, rhinoceros, and other extinct 
animals, the Mosaic story by rational beings was no 
longer doubted—it was discredited and denied. 
And no argument Mr. Grabill has yet advanced has 
in the smallest degree weakened the force of these 
and similar facts which I advanced in my former 
paper to demonstrate the vast antiquity of man. 


Arraor B. Moss. 
—— ae oe ————— 


MeArthur's Challenge to Lambert. 
MR. LAMBERT’S REPLY TO MR. M'ARTHUR. 

To tae Epmor or Tue Trore Seexzr, Sir: 
McArthur seems to be much irritated at my neglect of 
him. He is not the first to take up the defense of In 
gersol. He has been anticipated by Mr. B. W. Lacy, 
who wrote a good-sized book which he called “ Reply 
to Lambert's Notes on Ingersoll.” I.hav written a 
rejoinder to this reply, which is now going through 
the press in Buffalo, and will be on sale in the course 
of & few weeks. This will explain my reason for 
ignoring McArthur; I was dealing with an abler and 
better informed man. i 

But as McArthur is evidently spoiling for a fight, 
I see no reason why he should not be accommodated, 
providing he accepts it on the lines indicated by my 
challenge. In the concluding paragraph of the 
* Notes," I made the following statements: 

We hav said enough to convince our readers that Mr. 
Ingersoll is profligate of statement; that he is not to be 
trusted; that he is unscrupulous; tbat as & logician and 
metaphysician he is beneath contempt; that he is & mere 
galvanizer of old objections long-ago refuted; that he is 
ignorant.and superficial—full of gas and gush—in a word, 
that he is a.philosophical charlatan of the first water, who 
mistakes curious listeners for disciples, and applause for ap- 
proval? (Notes, page 200). 

These are the points which 1 claimed to hav estab. 
lished in the * Notes." -I then continued as follows. 

Of course, we do not expect him to reply to us, and for 
severalreasons. First, he will not want to ; second, he can- 
not; third, he can pretend not to notice an obscure country 
pastor. Very well, then let some of his disciples or admirers 
try to rehabilitate his smirched character. We hold ourselvs 
responsible to him and all the glib little whiffets of his shal- 
low school. z 

I now repeat the charges and the challenge, and 
address them directly to McArthur. It will be well 
for him to observe, if he accepts this challenge, that 

' the discussion between him and me is not whether 
Christianity is true or false, but whether my charges 
against Ingersoll are true or false. Both Mr. Lacy 
and McArthur hav mistaken the issue raised by my 
challenge. They seem to think that they can defend 
Ingersoll by attacking Christianity. This is a great 
mistake on their part, for I hold that my charges are 
true whether Christianity be true or false. Hence, 
even if they were to prove Christianity to be false it 
would not in the least effect. my charges against 
Ingersoll. Ingersoli’s chicanery, double-dealing, 

"misrepresentations, and contradictions. would be 
equally reprehensible if directed against Mormonism 
or Mohammedanism. 


My charges can be answered only by being taken’ 


up seriatim and.disproved. When McArthur dis- 
proves or admits them, it will be time to consider the 
propriety of discussing with him the claims cf Chris- 
tianity. s 

Both he and Mr. Lacy erred when they imagined 
that I volunteered as a sitter to be talked at by 
every Tom, Dick, or Harry who suffers under the 
hallucination that he has sométhing to say worth 
listening to. 

“I hav no doubt,” says McArthur, “ that Mr. Inger- 
soll had good and sufficient reasons for declining to 
meet Mr. Lambert.” There are very many who are 
of MeArthur's way of thinking. 

' Again he says, “It is not customary for a leader to 
go out of his way to answer every charge, even if 
made by a clergyman." 

Men of character and standing do not consider it 
* going out of their way" when they defend them- 
selvs against charges so serious as to affect their 


honor and veracity. It is their custom to meet: 


them, and when they fail to do so they favor the sus- 
picion that they cannot. 

Again, McArthur tells us that “ the curious reader 
of the “ Notes” will find a reason on its every page, 
and may possibly determin that Mr. Ingersoll simply 
declined to ‘stoop to conquer." I tried to puta 
reason on every page why he should decline to stoop 
to conquer, and it appears that he has deemed them 
sufficient. But to the sneer of McArthur, I retort 
that the intelligent reader of his article will see in it 
good and sufficient reasons why I should pay no 
attention whatever to what he may say. For in- 
stance, when he meets Dr. Brownson’s psychological 
argument for the existence of God by a. sneering ref- 
erence to his poverty, and a malicious insinuation 
that the doctor was not sincere in his convictions, he 
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proves that he is more of an adept in slander than in 
logic. Yet this is the gentleman who insists that. 
arguments should be “impersonal.” The fact that 
Brownson is dead makes it all the more safe for 
McArthur to indulge in his sneers. -The jackass can 
kick with impunity the dead lion. 


ures, music, incense—in fact, all that appeals to the 
eye, but her strength has been sapped by the print- 
ing-press and public school, and her last hold on the 
eredulity of her followersis of such a slight nature 
that her priests dare not let in light, but hav recourse 
to vilification, and that alone, when they meet an 
opponent. 

Attacked on all sides, she has received the worst 
blows from her own children ; in fact, from those who 
would sacrifice health, fame, wealth, family, all that 
man holds dear, rather than deprive her of even one 
of her many claims. 

When M. le Maistre was preparing his work, “Du 
Pape,” every facility was accorded him for gathering’ 
facts. Archives closed to the outer world were 
opened to him. As he proceeded he became grad- 
ually aware of the character of these vicegerents of 
God, and he hesitated at completing his task. But 
the work had been promised, the world expected it, 
and this good son of the church was forced to groan 
out, “At the time when courtesans, monsters of: 
licentiousness and wickedness, taking advantage of 
the public disorders, disposed of things at Rome and 
contrived to place their sons and lovers on the seat 
of St. Peter, I most expressly deny that those men 
were popes,” 


L. A. LAMBERT, 


f MR. M'ARTHUR'S REJOINDER. . 

The above answer, if answer it may be considered, 
shows the true animus of the * Notes" Christianity 
is not to be defended, but a blackguard attack on 
one who is the peer of any living man is the ques- 
tion, and the only question, this reverend self-con- 
fessed smircher deems worthy of consideration. 

To the millions who are acquainted with Mr. 
Ingersoll, either personally or by his lectures, it is 
now obvious why he declined to “stoop to conquer ;' 
why, as a clean man, he viewed with loathing one 
who, though called of God, dealt only in the most 
scurrilous language, and ignored all the usages of 
decent society. i 

His God, so this reverend smircher fondly believes, 
called him to his present position as a teacher ; and 
having been educated, possibly, by the charity of 
the hundreds of thousands of Irish servants through- 


out this country, anointed with holy oil, and his 
mind illumined by the Holy Ghost, he rushes unso- 
licited into a controversy carried on by two gentle- 
men, and slings at one of them the epithets of 
“ghoul, blatant blasphemer, mountebank, philosoph- 
ical charlatan, ignorant, superficial, full of gas and 
gush,” etc., etc. The gentleman thus maligned had 
among other things remarked, * Water always runs 
down hill.” For this unphilosophical assertion he is 
anathematized, and all the loving terms this Chris 
tian gentleman had ever heard of or could possibly 
URN were bestowed on him with unstinted 
and. 

I, also, poor.I, thinking it possible there was an 
honest priest in this country —one who was true to 
his convictions, one who dared to defend in public 
what he was supposed to practice in private, one who 
could satisfy me that I had an immortal soul which 
could be saved only through the holy Catholic 
church—I dared to address a note to this vicegerent 
of God, and in &nswer am assured that I am a 
jackass. 

Well, possibly that may be, but my opinion of the 
“Notes” still remains unchanged, and I think if they 
are on record in the “ New Jerusalem," that God has 
exclaimed, “Save me from my friends!” for I feel cer- 
tein that no honest God could read them without 
feeling convinced that in securing the services of this 
Waterloo theologian the world's people had lost, and 
he had gained, simply nothing. 

Of late years this seems to be the ending of relig- 
ious controversies. Ever since the discussion be- 
tween Pope and Maguire, embryonic theologians of 
the Catholic stripe hav hesitated arguing the merits 
of their system. It seems to giv too much publicity. 
Publicity causes thought; thought is destructiv of 
arbitrary creed, and Rome trembles at the possible 
consequences. She would rather hav her dogmas 
expounded from the pulpit by her trained servants. 
They are to be the only enlightened ones, or, as the 
Catholic Review of late issue more graphically puts 
it: 2 

We do not, indeed, prize as high as some of our country- 
men do the ability to read, write, and cipber. Some men 
are born to be leaders, and the rest are born to be led. The 
best ordered and administered state isthat in which the few 
are well educated and lead, and the many are trained to 
obedience. i 

To. which I would add an oriental proverb, and 
attract the attention of the reverend smircher to it: 
*'The man who knows something, and who knows 
that he knows something, is a happy man; the man 
who knows nothing, and who knows that he knows 
nothing, is comparativly happy; but the man who 
knows nothing, but does not know that he knows 
nothing, is à wretched fool." 

The reason is patent why the reverend smircher 
declines to argue on cold ‘facts ; why he loads his 
opponent with abuse. It is simply because he knows 
that if the inner workings of his system were laid 
bare they would shock the sensibilities of a Digger 
Indian. 


would rather remain a slave to a parcel of Italian 
lazzaroni, and retain his easy situation, than boldly 
strike out like a man and earn his own living. 

Rome is gradually undergoing the process of dis- 
integration. She has ceased directing the policy of 
nations, and the presumed successor of the meek and 
lowly Jesus no longer has armies and navies at his 
command. Her God has deserted her, and, like 
Patience, she sits on a monument smiling at grief— 
not her grief, but that which she has caused human- 
ity for so many years. 

Her anathema sit (which, being anglicized, means 
God damn you, or go to hell) is now a meaningless 
ecclesiastical term, and having played its part as a 
boomerang, has been relegated to its proper position 
among the low and vulgar. 

She still retains her dogmas, wealth of ritual, pict- 


He knows full well that the claims of his 
masters will not bear the light of investigation, so he. 


Js it any wonder that under such a showing the 


reverend smircher declines to argue on cold facts? 
Bearing allegiance to such a power, as depicted by 
one of his own people, is it strange that his only re- 
course should be vilification and abuse? 
blames him for.not having accepted my one hundred 
dollars offered if he would meet Mr. J. E. Remsburg 
for five nights? It might hav been made athousand, 
yet the reverend smircher would hav declined. I sim- 
ply desired to show his admirers that he had been 
masquerading for two years in a lion's skin. 


Who 


In regard to the insinuation that I sneered at Dr. 
Brownson's poverty, I will simply say, I did not. I 
stated facts, and anyone acquainted with the New 
York Catholies of forty years ago knows my state- 
ment to be correct. 

Mr. Donnelly, a wealthy merchant, first conceived 
the idea of this Review, and it is notorious that 
O. A. Brownson undertook its management and be 
came a Catholic only after several thousands of dol- 
lars had been subscribed. At that time he was living 
in the upper portion of a rather obscure tenement 
house in & very unsavory part of the city. His son 
was educated for the priesthood, and on several occa- 
sions was séverely reprimanded for drunkenness. 
The Review fell to pieces of its own weight, but not 
till after Archbishop Hughes had felt constrained, on 
several occasions, to notify this profoundly philosoph- 
ical editor that his articles were not only too heavy, 
but that they trenched on forbidden grounds. That 
Bronson died of an over-dose of chloral is, or was, 
an open secret; my informant being his physician, a 
prominent Catholic. 

I am thus particular, Rev. Smircher, because, being 
a pagan, I am true to my church, which teaches, De 
mortuis nil nisi bonum, and I do not desire to hav 
even you think there is one particle of Christianity in 
or about me. 

In this treatment of the dead, we differ essentially 
from you Christians. One of the most powerful ser- 
mons l ever heard was a vilifieation of Thomas 
Paine, delivered by the Rev. Mr. Walworth. I ad- 
verted to it in my letters to “D. C Not many 
years afterward, the nephew of this Rev. Smircher 
invited his own father to visit him at his hotel, and 
then and there murdered the old man. I mention 
this incidentally. Possibly, if I were a Catholic, I 
might say it was a punishment from God for the vil- 
ification of the memory of one of the noblest charac- 
ters in history—a:man who rose to the sublime when 
he said, “The world is my country, to do good my 
religion." i 

In conclusion, Rev. Smircher, I will simply add 
that I ara not open for an argument with you. My 
few friends are ladies and gentlemen, people unac. 
customed to either smirch or be smirched, and valu- 
ing their society very highly, I am disinclined to 
introduce a new element. . 

Your admirers hav received copies of our corre- 
spondence, and will also receive a copy of this, and 
you can, if you so desire, explain to them by mail 
any other points you may wish to elucidate. ' 

You digged a pit, 
You digged it deep, 

You digged it for your brother. 
But it so fell out 


That you fell in 
The pit you digged for another. 
RE Yours, McAnrruor. 
— 
A Religious Editor Needed. 
From. the Baltimore American. 

There is a great langh going around town at the expense 
of ex-Public Printer Rounds. When Mr. Rounds went out 
of office he went to Omaha and assumed charge of the Omaha 
Republican. Fortune has smiled upon him in his new field 
of labor, but it is evident that his carly piety has been sadly 
neglected. In the Easter edition of his paper there appeared 
a very full and elaborate account of the Easter services, but, 
unfortunately for him, it was ‘‘Jove’s labor lost,” for his 


readers were so taken by tbe head-lines that they never got 


any further. Here they are: ** Echoes of Easter—How the 


'Bavior's Birthday was Beautifully Observed in Omaha," 
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One of the Coons Comes Down. 


The Executiv Committee of the American Museum 
of Natural History has sent the following letter to 
the Board of Estimate and Apportionment of this 
city, and a copy has also been forwarded to the 
Department of Parks: 

“Your honorable bodies hav on former occasions called 
‘our attention to the desire that our museum should be open 
to the public on Sundays, and stated that if such an opening 
was made an additional sum would be appropriated by the 
city toward defraying the expense thereof. In order that & 
full discussion of that subject by our trustees could be had, 
at the invitation of the mayor (who is one of the trustees), a 
special meeting was called at his house, March 21st last, to 
discuss the subject of Sunday opening. A resolution was 
offered to open the museum on Sunday, and the same was 
rejected. 

“The mayor expressed his own opinion, and supposed he 
did also that of other members of your boards, that unless 
some arrangement was made to open the museum on Sunday 
probably no additional money would be voted by your 
boards to the museum hereafter for any purpose. 

* Tt was with this view of the subject that on further dis- 
cussion & resolution was adopted declaring the museum open 
on Sunday, and asking the executiv committee to confer 
with us. A 

“ In pursuance of the instructions of the trustees embodied 
in the resolutions, the executiv committee hav carefully con- 
sidered the whole subject as to what the additional cost of 
the museum would be by opening on Sunday from 1 to6 
o’clock, and hav come to the following conclusions, which 
they desire to preseut to your honorable boards: 

“ The present yearly expense of the museum, including 
the salaries of the curators, clerks, engineer, janitor, night 
watchman, and attendants, labor, coal, supplies, repairs, etc., 
is $23,889,88. Of this the city pays $15,000 for value re- 
ceived by opening to the public free four days in each week, 
and the balance is made up mostly by gifts from the trustees, 
they having contributed during the past year, for this pur- 
pose, $7,500. This year the expenses will be increased at 
least $5,000 for additional superintendence, labor, and cleri- 
cal force that will be required, making probably a yearly ex- 
pense of about $29,000, irrespectiv of Sunday opening. 

** To open the museum on Sunday the committee, after a 
careful investigation of the whole subject, and full confer- 
ence with the curators of the different departments, janitor, 
and engineer, giv the estimate of what the increased cost will 
be. It will be about $9,140. 

“Tf it be true, as is stated by the papers and individuals 
who favor Sunday opening, that great crowds will flock to 
the museum on that day, you will readily see the increased 
responsibility of the trustees for providing for extra care of 
the collections. If, on the other hand, crowds do not come, 
it would seem that there would be no necessity for opening 
the museum on Sundays, and the city might be saved this 
expense. Í 

'' We also assume that contributions and subscriptions 
now received from friends of the museum who are unfavor- 
able to the opening on Sunday will be withdrawn. 

* We hav, therefore, come to the conclusion that if the 
museum be opened on Sunday, in accordance with the de- 
mands of the city authorities, the city should assume the ex- 
pense. We therefore respectfully ask that you arrange to 
giv us $15,000 additional per annum for opening to the 
public free on Sundays, thus making a total. of $30,000 
annually." 


Mr. Morris K. Jesup is president of this museum, 
and he has been the head and front of the opposition 


to Sunday opening, the other officials merely clinging 
to his coattails. His descent is not performed very 
gracefully, and the evident intention of the museum 
officers is to squeeze the municipal orange for all it 
is worth, now that they are crowded into offering 
Sunday opening. The figures set are about twice 
or three times the extra cost .entailed by continuous 
opening, and if the offer is accepted by the city the 
trustees should not be allowed to set apart two days 
in the week exclusivly for the visits of the five-hun- 
dred and one-thousand-dollar a-year patrons of the 
museum. Little credit is due the officials for the 
offer. They know that without Sunday opening 
they must giv up all hope of getting the four 
hundred thousand dollars which the legislature 
granted providing the Board of Estimate and 
Apportionment agreed. This board, which has ab- 
solute power to giv or withhold the money, is well 
known to be stoutly in favor of Sunday opening. 
Hence the come down of the coon. The surrender, 
however, the animal wishes to make with as much 
profit to itself as possible. 

After all, it might be best for the city to pay all 
the expenses of the museums, and take charge of 
them. The time proposed by the trustees of Sunday 
opening—from 1 to 6 r.w.—is not sufficient. It 
should be from 10 a.m. to 7T r.m. If the city owned 
the institutions in whole, the matter could be 
arranged to suit the convenience of the people. By 
not opening the doors until 1 o'elock the trustees 
think they hav avoided placing temptation to stay 
away from church before the people of the city, and 
thereby saved what little conscience they may pos- 
sess. This higgling and bargain-driving simply shows 
that though the trustees may be very religious, they 
are not extraordinarily honest; for if their objections 
to Sunday opening were based on honest adherence 
to principle, no amount of money that could be 
offered would induce them to violate their convictions. 

But though the city pay a high price for a limited 
concession, it-is better than sinking half the money 
and getting no return at all The present trustees 
cannot reasonably hope to liv forever, and in the 
twentieth century New York may enjoy the treasures 
which it has cost so many hundreds of thousands of 
dollars to possess. 

— oo ————— 
The Two Tyrannies of Russia. 


In a little book recently published by Demas 
Barnes are found many important facts concerning 
that imperial despot among nations, the Russian em- 
pire. Mr. Barnes was traveling through northern 
Europe in search of cooling breezes—traveling, too, 
with wide-open eyes, and judgment unclouded by 
superstition—and what he found besides the breezes 
he recorded for the benefit of the readers of a Brook- 
lyn newspaper. But with that calm omniscience 
which distinguishes the usual editor, the gentleman 
who controled the Brooklyn journal cut out the most 
interesting portions of the correspondence, and Mr. 
Barnes, who is a gentleman of wealth as well as of 
talent, has given us his book to set himself right. 

Russia is generally known to be in civilization 
the most backward of the nations, and its govern- 
ment is the most atrociously despotic. Her rulers riot 
in wealth, her peasantry grovel in poverty. There is 
no freedom, and none of the people seem able to 
comprehend the meaning of the term. The czar is a 
father with an enormous family of children, most of 
whom are bad, and the rod of correction is never idle. 
The prisons are always full; Siberia’s population is 
steadily increasing by accession and decreasing by 
death; no person in power feels secure from the 
bomb or bullet of the Nihilist, and no man in the 


.realm can tell when he may be hauled before & mag- 


istrate and charged with treason. The empire is 
chaos, kept from bursting by the application of an 
enormous pressure of physical force. 

As a student trained to seeking causes of phenom- 
ena, Mr. Barnes endeavored to find out what keeps 
Russia, naturally so prolific in food and raw material 
for manufacturing purposes, in such degradation. 
He found surface indications showing two causes 
—government and religion. The last analysis would, 
however, show but one—religion. For if it were not 
for their religion, or rather superstition, the people 
would never submit to the present government. 
The territory of Russia includes about one twenty- 
fifth of the globe, and her natural resources are inex- 
haustible. In a condition of savagery, she is still the 
most formidable competitor of the United States in 


the production of cereals, wool, flax, hemp, tobacco, 
salt, the precious metals, and petroleum. Eastern 
Russia is naturally as rich as any portion of this 
country. On the alluvial lands of the Volga and 
other rivers the soil is deep and enduring. Some: 
labor-saving machinery is used there, but it is all 
imported from America. Russians do not invent. 
The railroads are built by foreigners. Men who in 
America would be managing banks and manufactories 
are in Russia porters at hotels, cooks in kitchens, or 
at best painters of madonnas and chiselers of images. 
A young man cannot change his vocation, as with us, 
but he must continue as his father lived before him. 
The cobbler’s bench and the plow-handles are hered- 
itary, like the ezar's crown. Manufacturing privileges 
are farmed out by the government as monopolies, 
and public works carried on by favored agents of the 
district, governments. And the imperial government 


takes good care that things shall remain as they are. 


Intercourse with the outside world is almost impos- 
sible—clearly so without the knowledge of the gov- 
ernment spies. Russia is fortified on all sides by 
fortresses and guns, and a secret espionage is zeal- 
ously maintained. The people are taxed to support 
a standing army of hundreds of, thousands of men, 
and upon the castles and palaces of royalty and the 
nobility has been wasted, says Mr. Barnes, money 
sufficient to hav created a rebellion anywhere except 
under & tyrannieal government like that of Russia. 
To obtain money to pay their taxes the peasants liv 
in hovels, plow with a forked stick, and thresh grain 
by whipping handfuls of straw over the end of a 
board. In the Kremlin museums there is wasted 
wealth sufficient to develop the resources of the 
whole empire. Silver and gold, malachite, jasper, 
rubies, diamonds, and sapphires are not only worked 
into crowns, thrones, and vestments, but they are 
formed into furniture, and make fire-places, walls, and 
ceilings. The rapacity and avariciousness of the 
government and the nobility are infinit; Within the 
Kremlin walls, where are the palaces of the czar, the 
treasury, public buildings, and royal churches, the 
wealth squandered appals the beholder. Some of 
the walls are plated a sixteenth of an inch thick with 
gold. Seventy thousand pearls are worked into a 
suit of clothes, worn, perhaps, once by a czar. The 
military fortifications which protect Moscow and 
these treasures are twenty-three miles in circum- ^ 
ference: The peace army of Russia is eight hundred 
and twenty thousand men. In time of war she 
can put into the field over four million. Seldom 
are there less than a million and a half of men 
under arms for the people to support. The wage 
of farm laborers is about twenty cents per day, the 
pay of female servants about three dollars per month. 
The peasants liv upon lentils, rye bread, potatoes, 
and though a sheep may be purchased for the price 
of a day's work, so. poor is the peasantry that the 
laborer seldom tastes meat. Women work in the 


‘fields, and the children are never educated. Seventy 


millions of Russia’s population liv in log cabins, the 
individual cost of which would not exceed one hun- 
dred dollars. A log cabin for a home; rye bread, 
lentils, and potatoes to eat—that is the portion of 
the peasant for a life of toil; the balance that he can 
earn is grabbed from him by the government and 
the church. i 


The church in Russia is back of the government, 
and the two can scarcely be separated. The church, 
however, as well as government officials, comes in 
direct contact with the people, and the tyranny of 
their religion is, says Mr. Barnes, worse, if possible, 
than the tyranny of the government. The Greek 
Catholic church is the original Catholic religion, and 
claims to inherit the true succession from Christ. 
The people of Russia believe this; they believe in 
patriarchal infallibility, and readily and submissivly 
do whatever the priests command. And the first 
commandment of the church is to giv to the church a 
large portion of their earnings, and a last command- 
ment is like unto it—giv to the priests half of what 
remains. To show the superstitious submissivness 
of the people, Mr. Barnes relates that when at one 
time the church issued an order that, as potatoes are 
not mentioned in the Bible, the people must not eat 
potatoes, potatoes were banished and the people went 
back to eating more weeds! 

There are over forty thousand Greek Catholic 
churches in Russia, besides numberless religious insti- 
tutions, such as monasteries, where the monks liv on 
contributions from the people, No person is per. 
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mitted to change his religion, except in case of mar- 
riage, when the husband must embrace the religion 
of the wife. The churches of Russia are as gorgeous 
as the homes of the peasants are squalid. Their 
domes and minarets are gilded, and each church costs 
more than the homes of a hundred thousand of the 
people who worship in them. The churches of Mos- 
cow—about a thousand in number—are the grandest 
in the world. Most of them hav from five to twenty- 
five domes and minarets, and some hav from fifty to 
‘one hundred. They are colored white, green, red, or 
blue, or are covered with silver or gold. The Cathe- 
dral of the Assumption, in which the czars are 
crowned, is decorated with columns of porphyry and 
jasper, with the floor paved with agates and carne- 
lians, and walls covered with mosaics of priceless 
materials. Aside from. this, the money paid to sup- 
port the priesthood, from the patriarch in Jerusalem 
` to the priest of the parish, is frightful in amount. 
Untold wealth is lavished upon shrines, pictures, 
vestments, and other ecclesiastical paraphernalia, and 
the army of idle priests and monks numbers scores 
of thousands. These must all be supported by the 
people, seventy millions of whom are but just emerg- 
ing from the slavery of serfhood, and living upon rye 
bread and potatoes, cultivating the ground with the 
rudest kind of tools, and considering themselvs fort- 
unate to escape the long tramp to Siberia! 

Is it any wonder, when we know these things, that 
the most familiar message that comes over the wires 
from Russia, is, “Another attempt upon the life of 
the czar?” As the head of the church and absolute 
owner of the lives of his subjects, he unites in him- 
self the two brutal forces that are crushing the life 
from the people. But the murder of a czar will 
little affect the people until they destroy the ecclesi- 
astical system back of him. When they learn that 
kings are not divinely appointed they may hav a gov- 
ernment that will leave upon their tables something 
better than potatoes, and allow them to hav a few of 


the necessaries of life in their log cabins. 
—— — 4-9 — — —— — 


‘God and His Slaves. 


In the following paragraph the editors of the Zn- 
dependent giv away the whole basis of Christianity: 

“Dr. Charles S. Robinson, of this city, has an article in 
the May number of the Homiletic Review, bearing the follow- 
ing rather startling title: ‘ Where was the Creator Before thc 
It is clearly a doctrin of the Bible, which reason 
findsno difficulty in accepting, that thereis a God, oneand only 
one supreme being, the Jehovah of the Old "Testament, and 
that this one God is self-existent and eternal, without begin- 
ning and without end, and that all other forms of existence, 
whether material or non-material, are to be traced to him as 
the products of his power. What then about this God * be- 
fore thecreatión ? We do not understand the Bible to giv any 
answer to this question other than the fact of his existence 
as the same God that he is after creation. The passages re- 
ferred to by Dr. Robinson manifestly refer to God in creation 
and after it, and not ‘ before creation.’ Reason, leaping be- 
* yond its own bounds, may ask Dr. Robinson’s question, but 
plainly it cannot answer it. The better way is not to ask 
the question. It is quite enough to know God as he is in 
creation and after it, without knowledge of him. ‘ before 
creation. ‘Where’ God was ‘before creation,’ what he did, 
and what he did not do, are matters which human beings at 
least must remit to the category of those ‘ secret things’ that 
belong not unto us, but unto ‘the Lord our God.’ The Bible 
here givs us no light, and reason has none to giv. Itis a 
good thing in reasoning on the subject of religion, as well as 
upon other matters, to know what are the boundaries of hu- 
man thought, and always keep within them. If we get be- 
yond them, we simply overwhelm ourselvs in the great deep 
of our own ignorance." 

If God is eternal, then he must always hav existed 
somewhere. But if there was no somewhere till the 
creation of the universe, then the question, Where 
"was he before the creation? is a legitimate inquiry 
and one which it is incumbent upon those in God's 


confidence to answer. l 

The Christian idea is that God created time and 
space when he created the matter of the universe. 
But it is simply absurd to say that there has been a 
time when time was not,or that there hav been places 
where space was not. Time is eternal; space is in- 
finit. Human reason finds no difficulty in accepting 
this, but it flatly refuses to acknowledge that time or 
space could be created, or that a universe of matter 
could be manufactured from nothing. 

“If God existed before the creation, he must hav 
occupied space. That space he could not hav cre- 
ated. Time was also a factor in God's existence. 
That time he could not hav created. "We thus hav 
time and space existing co-eternal with God. Those 
- certainly are two things which he did not make. 


Now, we never heard of anyone who could success- 


fully confute the very simple proposition that *some- 
thing cannot be made of nothing”—that matter can 
not be created from an absolute absence of anything. 
It follows, therefore, as the night the day, that inas- 
much as matter exists to-day, there never was any 
period when it did not exist. This is very simple, 
easily understood, and incapable of refutation by any 
theologian. If, then, God did not speak himself into 
being contemporary with the creation—an unthink- 
able theory—and if he exists at all—which we are by 
no means prepared to admit—he must hav used 
space in which to exist, time must hav elapsed, and 
his residence must hav been amid the matter he is 
supposed to hav created. If His Infinitude filled all 
space, this could not hav been; for two substances 
cannot occupy one place at the same time; if he just 
resided in one corner of the universe, then he is lim- 
ited, and therefore could not be capable of creating 
all things. 

The Bible is no authority at all, for the men who 
wrote it knew much less concerning nature and: her 
phenomena than the people of the present day. The 
writers of Genesis believed God to be an exaggerated 
king, and they accounted for the existence of the 
universe in the childish manner narrated. in the first 
chapters of the Old Testament. No sensible white 
man believes the stories to-day. The question asked 
by Mr. Robinson is, therefore, the wildest of wild 
inquiries, for until the present existence of God is 
first proved, and the creation account is indubitably 
attested, there is no call to go further back. A bet- 
ter question would hav been, Where has he been 
Since the creation? when so many millions of his 
supposed children are dying of want, disease, and 
horrible accidents. Where was he when his believers 
were fed to wild beasts? when they died in the desert 
on the way to his son's tomb? when famius hav de- 
populated countries?. when earthquakes hav en- 
tombed whole cities? when his children hav been 
murdering millions of their brothers? Where was 
he, and where is he, when desolation and wretched- 
ness are universal? when human suffering passes 
the bearable? when agony shrieks in impotent 
frenzy, and death is the only kind thing in the world ? 
Cold, blind, deaf, and dumb, he is either cruel beyond 
comparison or powerless beneath contempt. 

The theologian of the Zndependent opens the well- 
worn path from this dilemma, but it is the only path 
out. It must be traveled, however, at the sacrifice 
of manhood. Ask no questions about God, is the 
only way to believe in him. Believe what the priests 
say; beyond that the mind must be blank. . Reason 
knows him not, nor can it allow that he exists with- 
out accusing him of criminal acts of omission and 
commission which, if a human being were responsible 
for, would make him welcome eternal unconscious- 
ness a8 the most blessed of states. The truly con- 
sistent Christian will say when affliction comes upon 
him, God doeth all things well, and then go to sleep. 
If he reasons upon the why and wherefore of it, he 
must in the end deny God or his providence. There- 
fore, to save his faith he must say “ there are bound- 
aries of human thought,” and we must “always keep 
within them.” This last conclusion is the one the 
priests desire all men to arrive at, for then these 
holy folks can still fatten on man’s unreasoning fool- 
ishness. ' f 

But what a confession for the Christians is this, 
that they worship a being about whom they cannot 
reason, and upon whose existence his own word 
throws no light! Superstition can ask for no more 
pliant knee than the Christian of the Independent 
type possesses. ; 

——————— —9- 4 9—————— 


Mr. Reynolds's Case. 


Between the going to press of Tug Trura SEEKER 
and the date of issue will occur the trial of C. B. 
Reynolds. When Mr. Reynolds, his counsel and 
bondsman, appeared in the Morris County court last 
Monday morning, District-Attorney Cutler was not 
ready for trial. He had not had time to prepare. 
But he had found ample opportunity to get out 
another indictment against Mr. Reynolds for distrib- 
uting the pamphlets in Morristown. This he handed 
Colonel Ingersoll with great deference, just as though 
it pained him. The trial was then set down for 
Thursday, May 19th, at 11 a.m. 

For this second indictment Mr. Reynolds is prob- 
ably indebted to the friendly offices of the Methodist 


Nest, we hav the universe of matter, filling space. | editor of the Boonton Bulletin, who was on the 


grand jury for the present term, aided by the 
pleasant and pious Mr. Cutler. i 

A daily paper of this city says that in several of 
the churches of Morristown prayers hav been offered 
touching this trial, and in one church in particular 
divine assistance was implored to enable the young 
men of the church to restrain themselvs from attend- 
ing the trial, on account of the pernicious influence 
it might exert upon their minds. 

Our readers will know the result next week. 

to 

Says Brick Pomeroy: ‘‘ Taz Trura SEEKER names Robert 
Ingersoll as its choice for the presidency. Get out, man! 
Bob Ingersoll is a man of brains. A man of ideas. A man 
with a great big heart. A man who has long since outgrown 
his party. Aman who does the larger part of his own think- 
ing. A man who—but pshaw! he is too good a man to be 
president, especially when he has no powerful organization 
to run a successful campaign in his behalf.” 


————— 9-49 — — ——— 
A CATHOLIO journal says the workingmen should honor 
Cardinal Gibbons for having defended their cause ‘‘ before 
the highest tribunal of the world." Why? The pope has no 
authority. He cannot imprison a man nor fine him. He is 
utterly impotent as a ruler in this country unless his slaves 
bow to the rod. The pope is a creation of his creatures. 
Yet the man who should carve out a wooden image and then 
worship and fear it would be called a fool. What are the 
Catholics who prostrate themselvs before the pope? 


E. C. WALKER can see a point. In Lucifer of the 6th 
instant he says: ''Eugene Macdonald is getting impatient 
with his stupid readers who are determined to hav him an 
Anarchist because he advocates justice for all classes of peo- 
ple, including Anarchists and Socialists. If the editor of 
Tar Truru SEEKER should protest against the burning alive 
of Catholics, I hay no doubt that some of his readers would 
swear he was a Catholic and tell him to stop sending them 
the paper! It is so difficult to make m ost people see an ab- 
stract principle, even when they are pointed to any number 
of concrete illustrations of it.” 


€————— 

Tue reason why Mr. Lambert’s reply to Mr. McArthur, 
and the latter’s rejoinder, which appear in another column, 
hav been so long delayed is that the manuscript has been 
lost in some of the offices of the International Express. In 
printing discussions we like, whenever we reasonably can, 
to giv both sides in the same issue. When Mr. Lambert’s 
.reply was received, we forwarded it to Mr. McArthur, who 
promptly wrote his rejoinder and started it on its way. But 
it reached us only Wednesday of last week, and the manu- 
‘script had been torn in two and pasted together. Perhaps 
some Catholic agent caught a glimpse of its contents and 
thought it incumbent upon him to suppress both the priest 
and the heretic. 


—____- 9 @ —————- 
CounTLANDT PALMER, president of the American Secular 
Union, presided at the last meeting of the Nineteenth Century 
Club, of which he is also the head. Governor Hoadly spoke 
on ‘‘ The Bible in the Schools." He said he understood that 
the question referred simply to the schools of the state, and 
not to private or parochial schools. The state does not take 
the place of the parent, and has no call to teach theology and 
religion as against the parents. It is the sole duty of thc 
parents to teach religion to their children. If the state 
should teach religion to the young, why not to the old! The 
age of twenty-one is a purely arbitrary division, and as a 
man grows older and approaches the grave perhaps he needs 
more religious teaching. It is proper that the Bible should 
be read as literature in the schools, but not as religion. Gov- 
ernor Hoadly was followed by Dr. McGlynn, who holds the 
most sensible views upon the question of any Catholic 
priest known. Dr. McGlynn said: ‘‘I do not propose to at- 
tack the Catholic religion. Iam still a Catholic—a Catholic 
priest—and shall always remain just as Iam. I believe that 
the Bible has no proper place in the public schools. The 
demand for the rcading of the Bible in the schools was orig- 
inally intended as an affront to the Catholic church, which 
holds that it alone is the expositor of its sacred truth. Read 
without comment it is simply a fetich. Accompanied by a : 
hymn and a prayer, the school service comprises pretty much 
all the church service of the dissenting churches, and nat- 
urally they are satisfied, having got pretty much everything. 
It is claimed that these services are non-sectarian. The He- 
brew certainly has a right to object to a hymn praising the 
name of Christ. He has aright to protest. Itis the same 
with the Agnostic. Suppose the Catholic majority of the state 
should insist upon having the greater part of their services in 
troduced in the schools, what an outcry there would be! The 
mere perfunctory reading of a chapter of the Bible can ac- 
complish no good whatever, and there are many things in it 
which should never be read. Catholics believe that there 
ought to be religion in the schools, and a great deal of it. 
There is not enough religion in the reading of the Bible or 
the singing of hymns to make a child religious, although it 
often affords an excuse to parents for neglecting to teach 
religion to their children. The Plenary Council of Baltimore 
directed that when the priests could not hav parochial schools 
they should oppose reading of the Biblein the public schools. 
It is a forcing on a large body of the people a something tha 
is displeasing to them. However, if it doesn’t do much 
good, it doesn’t do much harm. If you must hav religion in 
the schools, you hav not enough of it, andif you hav too 
much, why force it on people who do not want it ?" 


——— — —'-9— ——— — 

W. F. Jamieson gave his third course of lectures in Long 

mont, Col., May 1st, 5th, 6th, and 7th, and was announced 

for a lecture on Thomas Paine in Black Hawk, on May 15th 
Address, Longmont, Col, 
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Letters from friends, — 


Mount Forest, CaN., April 19, 1887. 
Mr. .Epiror: Inclosed find $5, for subscription for THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, which will pay for two years. I hope that 
subscriptions are coming in good this spring, and that your 
readers are Liberal in paying for their paper as well as call- 
ing themselvs Liberals. Wma. Lewis. 


VALLEX Faris, Kan., April 28, 1887. 
Mr. Epiror: Moses Hull, of Des Moines, Iowa, and Mr. 
Braden, a ‘‘ Christian minister, held a discussion here dur- 
ing the past week. Mr. Hull impressed the people here with 
the fact that he is a courteous, learned gentleman, and I 
wish to ‘‘ testify " that in my opinion (and I find that most 
of those whom I hav conversed with on the subject are of 
the same opinion) he literally mopped the floor with his op- 

ponent. F. W. B. Sirs. 


627 TwWENTY-FIFTH ST., OAKLAND, CAL., April 26, 1887. 
Mr. EnrroR: I send you by the mail a picture or group 
of Oakland friends, with Mr. Putnam, taken while he was 
here in Oakland; also & view of Lake Merrit and its sur- 
roundings. The picture is a pleasant reminiscence of a Free- 
thinkers’ Sunday picnic, and might adorn the walls of the 
, editorial sanctum, as we are all truth seekers. When I send 
my next subscription to Taz TRUTH SEEKER, I will send 
enough to pay for a frame to the picture, so that all visitors 
can see our pioneer Putnam having a good time on the Pa- 
cific shore. His visit has done us good. The cause is look. 
ing brighter, and we intend to go ahead. If any friends de- 
sire a copy of this picture of California scenery and our sec- 
retary among a group of Liberals, the undersigned can fur- 

nish a few copies. A. H. Songow. 


RoonzsTER, Mion., April 30, 1887. 
Mr. Epiror: Hav just finished reading the second instal- 
ment of ** Tales Told Out of School." It seems rich in truth 
—graphically told—of what might be said. But when I find 
it purporting to come from & (merely) Dr. Jones, as a com- 
mittee of one, appointed by a conference of ministers of no 
denomination, place, or date given—said Jones with a mem- 
ory capacious enough to retain, verbatim, a TRUTH SEEKER 
column and a half of remarks upon the same subject by 
“the venerable Dr. M. at another privaie conference of 
ministers," I think I am warranted in denouncing the whole 
thing an elegantly written canard, and, however cute the 
take-off, using a method unworthy of a cause that needs no 

chicanery or make-believe for its successful propagation. 
C. H. Greene. 


SPRINGVILLE, UraH, April 25, 1887. 

Mr. Epitor: Inclosed find stamps to pay for the TRUTH 
SEEKER ANNUAL AND FREETHINKERS! ALMANAO for 1887. 

As our wants are more than our means, they hav to be 
curtailed and brought down to proper limits. For this rea- 
son I hav to deny myself the luxury of reading a few of the 
good books for sale in the Trutu SEEKER office until money 
is more plentiful with me. But I can enjoy the anticipated 
pleasure of reading them in the future, while I am reading 
your paper from week to week. It it a real, every-day 
pleasure, and the best journal in existence that I know of. 
It works for our good all the time, so we should sustain it 
by increasing the number of its subscribers. But it contains 
too much truth to suit people who cling to erroneous ideas ; 
that is what is in the way in most cases. i 

Luxe Wa. GALLOP. 


Hammonton, N. J., May 2, 1887. 

. Mr. Epiror: Your notice at hand; you will please find 
inclosed one dollar to continue the visits of your valuable 
paper to my address. Icannot dispense with so interesting 
a paper as THe TRUTH SEEKXER—the editorials, ** Letters from 
. Friends "—]yes, all; even the fault-finders. 

Isee Father Hacker is yet able to hew to theline. I said 
years since, and when the infallibility scheme was gotten up, 
that Catholicity was doomed, as it would be the wedge to 
divide; and now it seems there are important members 
seceding and pleading for important rights. Well, let the 
good work go on. I wish I were able to help it on with 
means. I think Heston must bea genius. I look at those 
cartoons and smile, thinking how exactly they show up the 
tomfoolery. May his pencil be wielded till all see the 
ridiculousness of all the schemes supported by that rusty old 
book. D. R. Wottison. 


Fort Bavanp, N. M., April 27, 1887. 

Mr. EprroR: You hav kindly trusted me for a half-year’s 
subscription. I will trust you for the other half; inclosed 
find $3. 

While Taz TRUTH SEEKER may not reflect the views of the 
more modern Liberals, its place could bardly be filled among 
a most deserving class, the ‘‘ old-timers,” those who hav 
done the ** hard hitting,” and made it possible for the present 
‘good work to be done. How I love to hear them speak out, 
and defy the enemy who once took delight in their torture! 
I regard the old heroes for their courage as I do.Abraham 
Lincoln for his integrity. Long liv Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
Heston, pictures, monkey, and all. 

I find in it philosophy to make me think, humor to make 
me laugh, cruelty to make me sorry, and encouragement to 
make me work. 

It strikes: me that from the manner the old orders are 
bouncing our sturdy brothers, we should hav a benevolent 
order within our own ranks. Friend Reynolds hasspoken 
of it, and others hav said Amen, but who will be the founder? 
Friend Beal, of Portland, Oregon, has a beautiful scheme; 
it is hardly meeting the acceptance that I should like to see. 

Tt seems not to accord with Liberal views for any one per- 


son to be “big chief." They, having ceased to worship 
gods, canuot learn to deify men. Instead of the divine right 
of kings, they believe in the free voice of the people; hence 
they will accept from a society what they might reject from 
an individual. Why could not the American Secular Union 
propose and organize a scheme for this purpose? It com- 
mands the respect, and it will certainly gain the confidence, 
necessary for the promotion of such a scheme. 
Most truly, D. G. Crow. 


Bornett, NEB., May 4, 1887. 
Mr. Epitor: We had W. F. Jamieson here again on the 
evenings of April 18th, 19th, and 20th. The audience was 
small, but, very appreciativ. We were unable to get any of 
the Christians out—that is, not enough to speak of. They 
hav very much to say against Infidelity, but they hav so little 
faith in their own creeds that they dare not go to hear what 


they know in their own heart is true, for fear they would: 


come away with less faith—as they surely would. 

I would hav liked to hav every Christian in the land hear 
the six lectures delivered here, but they are too selfish; they 
know so much in their own conceit that they don’t care to 
learn anything more. That makes the biggest fool-on earth. 
The lectures were just immense. No one ought to begrudge 
fifty cents to hear Mr. Jamieson. He is able to handle any 
subject he undertakes to. I only wish I was able to employ 
such speakers as often as once a month as longas I liv; I 
hav been in nearly all the Western states and territories, and 
hav had a good deal of experience in human nature. I hav 
seen nearly all nationalities, and, take them as a class, the 
most devout Christian communities are the most detestable 
to livin. The moment a man embraces religion, he forsakes 
bis own freedom, and wants to deprive everyone clse of 
theirs. D. W. Warner. 


BunLINGTON, Kan., May 10, 1887. 

Me. Epitor: Last fall a soul saver came into Burlington, 
and the missionary colored Baptists employed him to pro- 
claim the news of glad tidings for them. They hadachurch 
edifice which they had constructed, worth about two thou- 
sand dollars, and they endured many privations to erect 
their temple of worship. But there resided a sister within 
sight of his residence, with whom he formed an acquaint- 
ance, and she hung a white cloth in her window to notify 
bim that all was right for the shepherd to make his pastoral 
call. It so happened on a time when he was to dispense the 
gospel to his flock (one evening), that he tarried too long, and 
in his haste became bewildered, and missed his way, and was 
recognized at a farm-house. But at alate hour he arrived at 
his appointment, and in tendering his excuses for his being 
tardy he created suspicion, and they cited him to appear be- 


.| fore their quorum of deacons, and his defense was so unsat- 


isfactory in regard to his keeping late hours in his pastoral 
calls with his Delilah, and disappointing his congregation, 
that they discharged him. A number of his members 
adhered to him, and the first favorable opportunity, his op- 
ponents say, they fired the church edifice, and burnt 
it up. From this circumstance we learn that revenge is 
sweet for the man of God and his followers, although they 
are covered with a colored skin. Cuzis Brown. 


Fr. Worta, TEX., April 28, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: I hav only a short time been aware of the 
existence of your excellent journal, THE TRUTH SEEKER, but 
hav resolved not to miss a single copy of it in the future. I 
buy it at a news-stand here. My efforts to secure some new 
subscribers hav so far been without success, although here is 
a goodly number of people liberally inclined. I hav made 
strenuous efforts to awaken an interest in Freethought 
among my countrymen (the Swedes) here, but with little 
success. The superstitions of their childhood. are still too 
deeply rooted to allow them to entertain even a shadow of 
doubt as to the supernatural origin of their alleged revela- 
tions. This community is very religious, and infested witha 
swarm of professional advocates of the different creeds, 
whose ‘‘ one business” it is to uphold and advance the cause 
of superstition and soul-murdering theories that hav for so 
many centuries been a curse to mankind, and the sole 
obstacle in the way of progress and development of the race. 
Aclose student of history is forced to arrive at the con- 
clusion that the onward march of civilization does not ad- 
vance in a straight line, but revolves in a circle. Nothing 
short of a complete annihilation of superstition in all its 
hideous shapes will suffice to attain a higher standard of civ- 
ilization. The barriers built by the liberty-destroying insti- 
tution, the church, for the purpose of chaining the intellect 
and prevent investigation must be completely demolished, 
and the supremacy of reason over *' divine revelation ” uni- 
versally acknowledged. 

Surely there was never & cause more deserving, more 
worthy and noble, than the one in which you are engaged, 
and for which you are doing such noble work. Long liv 
Trt TaurH SEEKER! Long liv the editor of this mighty 
organ in the campaign against the degrading superstitions 
of the man of Nazareth. Many falsehoods about Ingersoll 
and other prominent Liberals are circulated by the press of 
this priest-ridden part of the country, but the people are be: 
ginning to see a little beyond the surface, and the pious liars 
are awarded the well-deserved contempt of all truth-loving 
people. The wholesale fabrication of lies for the glory of 
God is becoming a dangerous occupation, and the investi- 
gating spirit of the general public has caused many a pious 
** man of God” to come to grief. The latest recorded stories 
of ‘‘ visitation of God upon blaspheming Inàdels " show signs 
of being the work of amateurs, displaying a great lack of 
judgment on the part of the inventors in locating the scene 
where investigation could be easily effected. 

The report that Colonel Ingersoll has decided to lay down 
his armor and cease his attacks on Christianity has caused 


jubilant demonstration among the orthodox faction and con- 


siderable depression among the Liberal element. I still en- 
tertain hopes to once again hear the voice of the great apostle 
of truth, the ablest living exponent of Liberalism in the 
world—the immortal Ingersoll! Long liv this noble cham- 
pion of our cause! With sincere wishes for the success of 
Freethought and a speedy downfall of superstition, I remain, 
Yours respectfully, Gustave A. SWENSON. 


Fonp pv Lao, Wis., May 5, 1887. 

Mr. Epitor: Inclosed find $1 to continue the paper as 
long as that lasts. I wish you would discuss the questions 
of the Interstate Commerce law, passed last session of Con- : 
gress, and indicate to the shippers who are complaining 
of increased freight charges that they are charging the cause 
to the said law, when if they will open their eyes and read 
the law with one-one-hundredth part the care they do their 
catechism, they will find that before the law, the railroad 
companies made their charges without law, except in a few 
instances, and this only lasted till the companies could buy 
the legislature, and then they were without rule except their 
own; &ndif the growlers now against high and increased 
freights will stop swearing about the law, and read it, they 
willfind that the railroad companies now fix the rates the 
same as before, only higher, and the purpose they hav to 
serve in charging higher rates now is to make the law odious, 
and create a spasm among shippers, and get Congress to re- 
peal it, and then you would see the scalpcrs come down on 
their freights, and donate their passes to all the parasites in 
the land, and will then hav a rest and will continue again to 
rob the people until we shall elect members to Congress who 
will know enough to pass alaw fixing therates of passengers 
and freight, and make them liv up to it, and send the com- 
mission's idea to hell, and let them sell out to its governor. 
Then will come a revolution that will do some good. 

De W. C. PRIEST. 


Aprian, Mion., May 8, 1887. 

Mr. Epitor: I see by your London correspondent that the 
Infidel smasher, H. L. Hastings, of Boston, is hammering 
away at his old trade in the British metropolis. I myself 
hav had some little acquaintance with this valiant and re- 
nowned son of thunder, as Brother W. H. Burr calls him. A 
few years ago I was out West on a visit, and the family I 
was stopping with were taking his paper, The Christian. .I 
took some copies home and read them. I found so many 
misstatements, and so many glaring falsehoods, and so much 
slander and abuse of Freethinkers, that I made up my mind 


to call his attention to some of them, and you may be sure 


that I did not mince matters much with him. I told him in 
plain words that he was both a slanderer and a falsifier. 
After an interval of about three months I received an answer 
from him. I replied, but he took no notice of the second 
letter. About two years after I was in Chicago, and they 
were then holding a great Christian convention there, led on 
by that prince of lunatics, D. L. Moody. H. L. Hastings 
was there to contribute his part in the performance. I 
thought it a good opportunity to get acquainted with Hast- 
ings, and made it a point to attend one of the meetings held 
at lower Farwell Hall. I requested the janitor, who knew 
him, to giv me an introduction. He did so, and when I told 
him my name he seemed very much surprised for some 
reason. He did not seem incliued to say much, and finally 
I told him that Charles Watts, the eminent English Free- 
thinker from London, was going to speak at Hershy’s Music 
Hall in the evening, and that Mr. Watts cordially invited 
Christian ministers of all creeds and denominations to attend 
and take part in the discussion. And what do you think 
this valiant champion of the Bible said in reply ?., Why, he 
plainly intimated that he would not disgrace himself enough ' 
to even be seen in the company of such vile blasphemers. 
His answer, of course, was just what I expected it would be. 
How very couragcous these Christians are! There were 
present about five hundred ministers at this meeting, and I 
thought it a good chance to show Mr. Hastings up. I said, 
so as.to be heard by all in the room: ** Gentlemen, behold 
your great champion ! He publishes an anti-Infidel library in 
Boston, and is forever charging Infidels with ignorance and 
cowardice, and now, when there is an excellent opportunity 
to meet one of the very ablest of them on a free platform, he 
basely shows the white feather and ingloriously backs down.” 
And of such is the kingdom of heaven. P. B. REASONÉR. 


Logan, Kan., April 27, 1887. 
Mr. Epiroz: In March I engaged Mr. J. E. Remsburg to 
lecture here on April 21st, I to advertise, engage hall, and 
hav everything ready, and pay him a certain fee for the lect- 
ure. Mr. Remsburg was on time, and lectured to & small 
but very appreciativ audience, some having come many 
miles by rail and wagon to hear Mr. Remsburg's lecture on 
** False Claims," at the close of which he was greeted with & 
hearty shake of the hand and appropriate remarks from 
many. The causes why we did not hav a crowded house arè 
these: At 6 r.m. a severe thunder storm set in, which lasted 
until 10 P.m., and there was a trial in the justice's court that 
evening of what the people supposed to be murder, and they 
were wild with excitement over the brutal treatment and 
cause of death. The court-room was crowded, and people 
stood in the rain outside the door and windows, trying to 
catch every now and then a word of the evidence, they felt 
so outraged by the occurrence, so that proved to be a free 
side-show that attracted and interested many real Liberal. 
minded people who would hav heard Mr. Remsburg’s lect- 
ure under any other circumstances. But we hav still the 
sentiment of the dungeon, the thumbscrew, and the rack 
existing among us, as you will see. On the second day after 
the lecture I was pounced upon in the streets of Logan by 


‘the city authority, saying: '''That man should hav paid a 


license that lectured here, but he did not, and as you acted 
as his agent, we want you to pay it.” I asked him how - 
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a great measure by those various agencies. You suggested | guile, no exercise, no disciplin equal in efficiency to habitual 
that perhaps Mr. Keyes preferred to reply to Infidels after | prayer, could hav been devised and enjoined upon the dupes 
they were away. That is the style of man he is, and he | of an “insidious imposture. Many a one there is, by nature 
would much rather reply to them after they are dead than | gentle, good, and honest, whose life is overcast and chilled 
while living. In a sermon some time ago he enlightened his | by the dismal cloud of popular superstition. From child- 
people by telling them that Thomas Paine did not believe in | hood the unhappy dupe has been taught that he has about 
a God, and that Liberals were trying to demoralize society him a mysterious something, an immortal soul, which, with- 
and open the flood-gates of vice by doing away with the out due circumspection, without much deep meditation 
judicial oath in court. Every one that is at all conversant without an humble, contrite heart, without steadfast faith, 
with the writings of Paine knows that in making that state- piety, and habitual prostrations before the throne of grace, 
ment he showed himself to be either an ignoramus or a wil- | Will, when he comes to die, hav an unpleasant experience, a 
ful and malicious falsifier and slanderer of the dead. It is veritable hell to encounter. The imaginary glare and roar of 
certainly laughable to hear a Methodist priest talking about its lurid fires confuse and daze his poor brain, 80 that he 
Liberals demoralizing society when the statistics of our | 8969 through life groaning under a crushing load of anxiety, 
country showed a few years ago that the seventy thousand | #24 grieving that he was ever born. S. F. Suore. 

priests in the country furnished the calendar of crime with a 
percentage of 182, while that of the entire population of the 
United States was only 3 7-10; and the report of the directors 
of the Ohio: penitentiary for the year 1879, as published in 
the Cleveland Leader, showed that out of over 1,300 prisoners 
confined in the institution at that time, there were 133 
Catholics, and 178 Methodists, and that there was not & 
Spiritualist or Infidel in the institution; and a similar state 
of affairs existed in Kansas. When Mr. Remsburg, Mr. 
Putnam, Mr. Reynolds, and Mr. Watts spoke here he was on 
hand with his note-book, and although a free platform was 
given, and he was invited and urged to come forward and 
defend his cause, he remained as dumb as an oyster until 
after his adversary was a thousand miles away. Mr. Watts, 
when he was here, tried hard both nights to gets Keyes onto 
his feet, but it was of no use. He said to him that if he did 
not come forward and defend the cause of Jesus against the 
Infidel Watts, perhaps when the hour of dissolution came 
and he needed Jesus he might desert him. When Mrs. Rey- 
nolds was here the good Christians sent and got a strolling 
temperauce lecturer to come here and speak at the very hours 
at which her meetings were appointed. Mrs. Reynolds, de- 
spite the united opposition of the churches, gave us two 
good discourses to good houses. Her lecture in the after- 
noon was upon the ‘‘ Past, Present, and Future of Woman,” 
showing the status of her sex under Bible and Christian rule, 
and showing conclusivly that the Bible and church instead 


of being woman’s best friend has been her worst enemy. i 
This man Keyes has been limping around on a cane with The last pretended Freethought paper I hav patronized is 


rheumatism a good part of the winter, and I understand that the sectarian, Calvinistic, Atheistical 7ronclad Age, of In- 
he is importuning Uncle Sam for a renewal of a pension dianapolis, Ind. The editor is an M.D., a purger, and a 
which he thought proper to discontinue. If Mr. Keyes has blood-letter. He says that the letting of blood i $ a preat 
any faith in Jesus or his promises, why does he not exercise moral purger for all social -evils. Herbert Spencer's theory 
his faith by laying hands upon himself and healing himself, | fO" social evils must fall to the ground when compared with 
and by asking Jesus to supply his pecuniary wants and not this M.D.'s remedy. He adopts the Christian halter and the 
be bothering Uncle Sam ? B. F. Conaway. gallows as another moral reformer. I think he will adopt 
-| their hell next, instead of Atheism, to moralize humanity. 
- Brooxsaven, Miss., May 1, 1887. He says any sympathizer with those Anarchists ought to be 

Mz. Eprron: There is a class of people, largely endowed hung on his Calvinistic gallows with those Anarchists of Chi- 
with self-esteem, who readily accept the doctrin of immor-| cago. Any Christian will tell him that Atheism leads to 
tality, and advocate it with much pertinacity, for no other | Anarchy, and that his seven half-brother Anarchists are all 
reason than tliat it accords so well with their own self-love. | Atheists. The doctor must look sharp, or he will get his 
So highly do they rank themselvs in the scale of personal | head into the halter. If Atheism leads to Anarchy, as the 
importance that, in their opinion, the universe indeed would | Christians say, I think Dr. Monroe ought to be hung with 
exist to little purpose if such as they, the very salt of the | those seven Anarchists of Chicago, for he has taught Atheism 
earth, were, like ordinary forms, destined to die and cease to | thirty years. Goodness knows how many Anarchists and 
be. These are the ones who are pleased to speak of a sweet | Socialists his teachings hav made. The doctor ought to 
communion with their savior, accompanied by a peace of | know when he demolishes the Christian God the people be- 
soul, an exaltation of joy, an illumination of mind, of which | gin to think that they hav rights as well as his friend, Jay 
common mortals engrossed with the sordid concerns of this | Gould; that they are entitled to a fair share of the wealth 
world can hav no conception. they hav created; that a certain portion of the earth belongs 

If there is any one thing more than another tending to | to them. Judge Gray, in sentencing those seven Anarchists 
foster and develop human selfishness to its most repulsiv | to death, admitted that they did not commit murder, but it 
proportions, it is a zealous belief in the doctrins of the Chris- | was the doctrins they.taught that incited to murder. Now, 
tian religion. That belief has done more to fill the fanatic's | as Judge Gray is a good Christian, and sincerely believes 
small soul with rancorous intolerance, and to blind his} that Atheism leads to Anarchy, Socialism, and all kinds of 
reason to its endless follies and absurdities, than any otherof | crimes, I don't see how Dr. Monroe, if he should: bearrested, 
the many religions that hav distracted and disgraced the | could save his neck from the gallows if tried before Judge 
world. With what complacency do the self-righteous ones | Gray. I believe Dr. Monroe is an honest man, and would 
contemplate their own imaginary merits, their privileged | not hav advocated Atheism if he had known that it led to 
intimacy with celestial society, and, above all, their immeas- | Anarchy, Socialism, and Freelove. Neither would God hav 
urable superiority over that pitiable object, the worldly man, | created man if he had known what a boodler and land-grab- 
the merely natural man, whose eyes hav never been opened | ber he would turn out to be, for God says even the heavens 
to the glorious light of spiritual truth ! belong to the Lord, but the earth belongs to the children of 

To the selfish person, whose mind is crazed with religious men. Dr. Monroe says the land belongs to the land-grab- 
zeal, it is a delicious privilege to approach his God in famil- | bers. He turned up his nose at Colonel Ingersoll for hinting 
iar prayer, and feel himself to be a special object of divine | thatthe earth belongs to the people who liv upon it. He 
attention, and even interest, while enumerating his petty | sneered at the Investigator and Tue TRUTH SEEKER because 
trials, and asking for blessings upon his head. To ingratiate | they let some of their correspondents show up the unfairness 
himself and secure answers to his prayers, he labors to pro-| of the Anarchist trials. He says Tax TRUTH SEEKER and 
pitiate his deity with abject tones and fulsome praise. What | Znvestigator are losing subscribers in consequence. It must 
iasstupid, what a monstrous conceit on the part of such a | hurt his feelings terribly. The Jronciad says they would 
supplicant to fancy the supreme power of the universe, when | rather join the Christian ranks than defend the Anarch- 
thns addressed by him, instantly withdrawing his attention ists. They are not far out of the Christian ranks now. 
from.everything-else-in order to humor him and listen to his | Their methods of punishment are the same. John Calvin, 
i oe ‘neugebus flattery s who all say was an honest man, could burn Servetus with 

hen tbe eárth ‘quakes: and vum and massiv buildings | white-oak saplings for a difference of opinion on the subject 


much it would be. He said, ‘Come to my office and I will 
tell you? I walked in, sat down, waited seemingly half an 
hour for him to search and research, but he acknowledged 
he could find no price, nor even anything to justify him in 
taking anything, so he adjourned for one week, when I 
should return and be gibbeted. Going to break me of suck- 
jng eggs. you see, and nip free speech in the bud. 

Mr. Moody lectured here, Com Kames, and others, and 
many entertainments, all of which carried away piles of 
money from the citizens of Logan, and they were not required 
to pay a license—not even mentioned to them. Mr. Rems- 
burg's lecture brought moneyed men to the hotels, and teams 
to the livery barns, and otherwise put money in the pockets 
of the citizens of Logan. I paid for the hall, and paid Mr. 
Remsburg, according to agreement, and threw the doors 
open free to all that heard the lecture, and had sent out com- 
plimentary tickets enough to hav filled the house, as it would 
hav been had it not been for the bad weather and the murder 
trial. Mr. H. N. Boyd, our very Liberal-minded editor, 
did the advertising for the lecture free, and volunteered to 
stand one-half the other expense, but I declined the latter 
offer. He owns and edits the Phillips County Freeman. 
The head and body of his paper is free and untrammeled. 
Mr. Remsburg fired the first gun for intellectual freedom in 
Phillips county, and we want him again when circumstances 
are in our favor. J. MoKinney. 


Mr. Hgaurny, O., May 1, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: I am seeking for a Liberal Freethought 
paper—one that is not afraid to discuss all subjects that 
interest mankind, or ought to interest them, whether popu- 
lar or unpopular, holy or unholy. I do not ask the editor to 
indorse popular or unpopular doctrins, but I do ask the 
privilege, if I am a patron of his paper, to discuss any ques- 
tion of morals or any system I think will improve the race. 
A Freethought paper cannot lay much claim to liberality 
that will not discuss, or let be discussed, any subject that 
does not coincide with the publisher's views. I hold that 
patrons hav & right to be heard. "Truth, and truth only, is 
divine, and the only way to arrive at truth is by free, un- 
trammeled discussion. Show me a town, a village, or even 
8 city, where discussions are not free, or the press is muz- 
zled or subsidized, I will show you a people who are very 
low in intelligence. 

For sixty years I hav patronized the so-called Freethought 
papers, beginning with the New Harmony Gazette, of 1828, 
in the interest of Robert Owen's community. Then the Free 
Enquirer, by Frances Wright and Robert Dale Owen, 1829; 
St. Louis Hzraminer, by Mr. Rob; Boston Investigator, by 
good old Abner Kneeland; O. S. Murray's Regenerator; 
Vale’s Beacon, and some others. All of these papers were 
Freethought papers, and deserved the name. The Owenses 
and Miss Wright spent a great deal of money to elevate the 
producers of all wealth. 


ANADARKO Kiowa AND Comanoue ÁGENOY, I. T., 
March 7, 1887. 

Mn. Eprror: I picked up a few old numbers of THE TRUTH 
SzzkER lately. I find much init that interests me. How- 
ever, the same being two years old, and changes being liable 
to be made, I will not send more than enough to cover a 
sample number with this letter. 

I am a crank, no doubt. When about eighteen years of 
age, I caught a missionary spirit. I wanted to be uscful and 
do good, especially to those who hav ‘a hard row to hoe." 
When quite small, I sailed out of Boston, and this spirit was 
active in showing unlettered sailors how to read the names 
of ships and other matter. When older, I became acquainted 
with Eastern Indians, and the spirit. moved me to help them 
jn all ways in my power. Finally, I resolved to giv the In- 
dian the benefit of the life before me, teaching all things that 
tended to help him change from a barbarian to a civilized 
man. 

Then came the question of, How shall I be enabled to.do 
this good work? I was delighted with the accounts brought 
home by missionaries from away across thousands of miles 
of waters. I saw that many good people contributed much 
money to make such missionaries comfortable, and I, too, 
wanted and needed support. But how? Easy enough were 
I a true orthodox believer, which I was not. Wishing to 
avail myself of aid, I made an especial study of creeds and 
the Bible, and could not honestly believe in the doctrin of 
endless misery. Neither could I be a Universalist. So I 
settled on the doctrin of future life for the right-doers, and 
everlasting oblivion to the evil-doers. And all the hope of 
life depended ona belief in Christ, as none could attain to 
the future life except Christ claimed him as one of his true 
followers. I hav rested thus, alternating between an accept- 
ance of the same as the teachings of the Bible and occasional 
doubts in regard to its truth, the result of which left me to 
do my work alone; and, thanks to a good trade, I hav been 
able to help Indians about one-half of my time. 

J am now fifty-eight years old, and still helping Indians, 
showing them how and why they must eventually change, 
and the sooner the better. 

In all these forty-two years, [ hav not received $40 that I 
did not earn with my own hands. I do not work, as others, 
with my tongue only, but my bands are always full. Ido 
things, and instead of asking the Great'Spirit to work for me, 
I take hold of the work and ask Mr. Indian to follow suit. 
This has always been my t‘ mission.” 

I am now engaged in making pictures of the Indians’ uni- 
versal sign language. When completed, we can print books. 

. that all unlettered wild tribes can read from paper as well as 
from their hands—a truly remarkable work, costing me years 
of study. Should you remain engaged in truth-publishing, I 
shall be glad to receive sample paper, and if interested, I wil] 
send you samples of ** Sign Talk.” 

E Next-tme T will tell you how the great agencies of Chris- 
UBBAEy ha vine helped mp4-will not even notice my work as 
‘a matter of interest, &te.. Nevertheless, I am aided in giving 
anu matter r to. Indians, and when I . Fecall, ee patrons, I do 

iot bt believe é'there is one of ther who "makes ary pretensions 
to Clisiatiànity:/:I nevé thouphht ob ái: until lately... ‘But; so 
far it is a fact--not one:is a:ehurch-member phat] know’ of: 

Yet, they giv liberally.to aid me put the sig talk into the: 

Indians’ hands, And: ma aed foy „all matter i sign talkzwill: 

be governed’ by reason and Liberal views. ho-knows-?—l- 

hold the key, but soon it will be availableito'all.ij EE Yi 

invite 'réBst ' qo" legd"in readíüg' "inatiér- ‘for! Iódinhp w 
rinted in the i di own. si language. | 

L zi ape zi Lewis Bs: HADLEY, 
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fall, crushing and killing thousands in the ruins, the terrified | of religion. Dr. Monroe could hang his seven half-brothers 

es, Víftà lis. voice in entreaty | for a difference on social government and the best means of 

improving the condition of the creators of all wealth. 
Christians say Anarchists, Atheists, and Socialists are all 


T ;religionist D ‘dropping on his'k 
l et DAEN, ;Heivenly father the very same 


Work; Inaiming, 


Mr. ] t yung, the, good | Freelovers. Dr. Monroe despises Freelovers, but bas great 
week, taken f iq. Agna purport ng tO! aid the. sinners: W: thr ndiseriminaté- :respect for free haters. Christians will not discuss Atheism, 
"been s Written by r lera, ‘of J.R. Keyesa church | rlid|'only by calling hard names. Monroe will not discuss 
(although Ttbink he; mself), showing his. bravery | .|'Avarchism, only by vilification. 


$ ig SONS Tas dux Tgpfu. SEEKER will hav to thank Dr. Monroe for my 
h every E in an “Agony, of fear, he «ries. out: | knowledge of. it and a new subscriber, for I did not know of 

ee 9 Qod, in this dreadful died 1 EA arvibitations Gf: ite éXistence.: T thought when Mr. Bennett died that was the 
gin iti bút "end'of. tiat paperi -I never was a subscriber to the paper. I 


iom hàv to!) Bowleüge of theiprice of it. I inclose $2.50 for THE 


and.zeal.in defending - his-cause. T. 
wila: Kett, abd; this Mive: ministèri isimi old fosst ] 
Methodist persuasion:that seems to think that:he is espectálly 
ordained: by Gadi te stamp Qut. the Kent, Sepular Society apd; | 
“the Kent Li Soy. Association; together with the fifty ' TR ; T l 1 
SEEKERS and a number of the Ironclad Age, Sec Thoug b, | rey. j; ‘me, shield | "fn UTE ERER, 
and other papeng that pome weekly to our; ip “and” to- se (ligu mayest, « gomte, dies? h ani am. dn my. goti year à pioneer in the great state of Ohio, 
crush out and stifle | the spirit of inquiry and investigation - RE uli a fitélnstof stultifying the nndexstanding, and bringing:| botn in. erp bend Com. ; ae £ Puntan stock. 


that.ds abroad in our community, having been induced iniit under;ansy subjection to the controling influence: of priestty t- call asad J ORL Brown, 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Knee Deep. 


They are calling “knee deep! knee deep!” at 
night in the marsh below, 

Down by the bank where the rank sword-grass 
and calamus grow; 

Like an army of silversmiths, forging bells for the 
northern sprites, 

And, keeping time to a rhyme, they work through 
the summer nights, 

Steadily up from their swampy forge the sparks of 
the fire-flies rise 

In the pool where the wading lilies make love 
through half-shut eyes 

To the whip-poor-will who scolds, like a shrew, at 
the fluffy owl; 

While the nighthawk shuffles by like a monk in a 
velvet cowl, 

And the bat weavesinky weft through the white 
starbeams that peep 

Down through the cypress boughs, where the 
frogs all sing ‘‘ knee deep." 


I hav kno.n a song to lead a failing, elderly man 
like me 

Back through the gates of the years to the scenes 
that used to be, 

When the world was fenced from heaven by one 
rose-hedge, and through 

This bourne the blessed angels looked and the 
asphodel odors blew. 

So these syllables of the song, from the singers 
among the reeds, 

Hav made me to walk again, knee deep, in the 
clover meads, 

And I see thestorm king riding the summer clouds 
in state, 

With his chariot whip of livid flame and his thun- 
der billingsgate; 

AndIwatch the strong tawny tide through the 
flags like a lion creep, : 

Where the frighted inhabitants cling to the 
rushes and sing '* knee deep.” 


Knee deep I bend in the rippled creek with butter- 
cup blooms o'er blown, 

Like the gold on beauty’s billowy breast, its color 
half-hid, half-shown ; 

Knee deep in the saffron marigold flowers that 
prank the meadows fair, 

Like a procession of Saxon children, blue-eyed 
and with yellow hair; 

Knee deep iu the whortleberries, sun-browned, in 
the sun I stand, 

With my torn straw hat half filled and a quail's 
nest in my hand; 

Knee deep in the topaz chestnut leavee, I rustle 
toward the place 

Where the pert and upright rabbit sits, washing 
her innocent face. 

Song of the quivering culms and osiers! Iam 
wading again, in truth, 

Knee deep in the stream of Memory that flows 
from the land of Youth. 

—ARobert McIntyre. 
—eo 


Ponto. 


Our Ponto was only a common dog, and 
yet he bad such an uncommon adventure iri 
his doggish career that it made his name 
something more than mere memory, in our 
family at least. An old heirloom in the 
house was & pale red earthen jar, shaped 
aftcr the manner of oriental water-jugs, small 
at the bottom and top, with bulging sides a 
few inches below the mouth. This vessel 
was used for oil for harness, wagons, and 
other farm implements, it being in the ‘‘ good 
old times,” before the advent of prepared 
axle-grease. Once when the men had been 
using it, the jar was left on the ground and 
was not missed till Uncle William came and 
asked if we knew where our dog was. No, 
we didn’t. We only knew that he had been 
off for four days and it was the first misde- 
meanor of his life. When Uncle Wiliam 
told us he had seen something going through 
such eccentric maneuvers down below his 
shop that he ran to see what it could be, and 
found Ponto with a jar on his head, but still 
crawling backward, trying in a feeble 
though unsuccessful way to extricate him- 
self. ` 

It was but the work of a moment to go to 
the shop for a hammer, one blow from which 


than others, and went on to explain that 
Ponto bad begun by lapping the oil, and, go- 
ing down deeper and deeper as the oil disap- 
peared, he had got beyond the narrow open- 
ing and was thus unable to free himself, as a 
boy or girl would hav done had they been 
In his extremity, 
the crawfish movement was the only remedy 
that came to his doggish mind—if he had a 
mind—and in this fashion he had floundered 
through the pond where the blue, lilies grew 
in the summer, and the musk-rats built their 
cunning little brown houses in the autumn. 
He had undoubtedly quenched his thirst, 
though he did so under protest, and bis stolen 
sweets had furnished hima meal that was 
Not- 
withstanding, he came out of his queer prison- 
His an- 
guish, which must hav been mental as well as 
physical, had reduced him to such a state of 
heart-broken imbecility that it was but an act 
of kindness to make an end of what was only 
To all approaches he 
turned sadly away, and would bound off 
with an ambling, sidelong motion and lie for 
hours in the deep grass more like a wild dog 


fastened in the honey-jar. 


anything but a ‘‘square” one to him. 


house resembling a living skeleton. 


a miserable existence. 


than our Ponto. 
Frenchtown, Neb. 


Mary Barrp-Frnog. 


Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—nREBUS. 


Scriptural. 
2.—NIHILITY. 
How does space annihilate God here? 
** God is now here ?” the preacher shouted. 
An Atheist shook his head and doubted ; 


But when I whispered ‘‘ What’s your creed 


then ?” 
He wrote the very same, indeed, then. 
No letter was transposed or wanting, 
Yet it denied the preacher's vaunting. 
And even thus while Atheist doubted, 
The preacher in his pulpit shouted, 
And loudly made the bold assertion, 
“That space affecteth not God's person." 
The ** printer's devil’? even, knows better; 
It nihilates nor drops a letter- 


Irwin, Iowa. K. P. BAKER. 


3.—BEBUS. 


À. sad truism. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'8 OORNER 


MAY 7, 1887. 
1.-Decay's effacing fingers. 


PA 
T -Pay to-day; we'll trust to-morrow. 
4.-B-team boa-t (team, boa, in st. for street). 
5.-The cow. 
—— 9 1 9— — ———— 
Correspondence. 


SAN Fraworsoo, CAL., April 24, 1887. 


Drar Miss Wixon: My cousin has been 


taking Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 


Iam a girl eight years old. I am in the 
eighth grade. I like the paper very much. 


I hope to see my writing in print. 


Max Gotpman‘" 
eit ebur 


Dzspimonia, Texas, Mayi6, 1837. 


‘| 5 cts, 


a large store there and the merchant, thinking, 
perhaps, that I looked green, said, ** Good- 
morning, Henry Ward Beecher." I ‘raised my 
hat and replied, ** You are mistaken, sir, I am 
Col. Robert G. Ingersoll.” The crowd 
laughed at the merchant, and my uncle said 
I answered him just as I should hav done. 
Long life to you and Tax TRUTH SEEKER. 
Gus C. Martin. 


May 8, 1887. 
Dear Miss Wixon: As I saw so many girls 
and boys writing to the Corner, I thought I 
would write a letter too. My father has 
taken Tne TRUTH SEEKER for eight years. 
We milk thirteen cows and feed thirteen 
calves. I help my father feed the calves. I 
am a little- girl 9 years of age. If you can 
make this out I would like to see it in print. 

Your little Freethinker friend, 
SARAH BELLE STIOR. 


Patou Grove, April 24, 1887. 

Drar Miss Wixon: My uncle has taken 
Tag TRUTH SEEKER ever since it was first 
published; we could not do without it. I. 
think the pictures are very nice. 

I received ** Little Lessons for Little Folks,” 
and I am very much pleased with it. I liv on 
a farm; we hav nine calves, and I milk two, 
and sometimes three, cows. 

I hav a dog —his name is Huckleberry 
Finn. A little boy, came to visit me and he 
would call him Waterberry. I also hav a cat 
I call Dolphin. 

If you think this fit to publish, I would like 
to see it in print. Yours respectfully, 

QLENNIE BAILEY. 


REDUCED FO $1.09. 


THE STORY HOUR. 
A Book for Children and Youth. 
BY MISS SUSAN H. WIXON. 

Over a hundred fine illustrations. 


WORKS.BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


Was Jesus an Impostor? A debate between a 
Scotch novelist, Agnes Rollo Wilkie, and Arthur 
B. Moss. The best conducted debate of modern 
times. 160 pp., 25 cts, The Mirror of Free- 
thought. 50 cts. The Bible and Darwinism. 
25 cts, Biblical Errors and Secular Truths, 25 
cts. Two Revelations. 5cts, Bible Horrors; or, 
Real Blasphemy. 5 cts, Bible Makers. 5 ‘cts. 
Biblo Saints—Nos. 1, 2, and 3. Each 5 cts.. Moses 
s. Darwin, 5cts. Socrates, Buddha, and Jesus, 
. Christianity a Degrading Religion. 5 ctx. 
Fictitious Gods. 5 cts. Natural Man. 5 cts. 
The Old Faith and the New. 5cts, Bruno and 
Spinoza. 5cts. The Bible God and His Favorits. 
5 cts. Miracle-Workers. 5cts. Health, Wealth, 
and Happiness. 5cts, The Brain and the Soul. 

Nature and the Gods, 5cts. Design and 
Natural Selection. 5cts. Man and ihe Lower 
Animals. 6 cts. 


nares Watts and Co., 17 Johnson's Court, 
C., London, Eng. 


Pame Vindicate! 


—— 
A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 
both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
—o— 


The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. 


TOGETHER WITH 
A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s . 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fen ick | 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove itk prihe ci 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impésdible’ qat: 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged.aceoürit) : 


T8pp.' ‘Price 15 tants: i: 
THE TRUTH SEEKER: 00 


mance.«-Zállig 


The Story Hour. 


Two Little Red Mittens. 


A pples of Gold. 


The Youth’s Liberal 


Bible Inquirer. 


False Claims. 


Bible Morals. 


Thomas 


Image Breaker. 


The Apostle of Liberty. 


Price, Cloth, - - 


n Rear of t 


‘ine lips. 


iin me the: ‘Significance: Of dta o 
din. i M and: Pr MEETS: 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


For Children and 
Youth, By Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. ‘The Only Ilustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children’s Story-Bookeverissued. 66 full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heavy 
toned paper, broad margins, uminated 
covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 

A Story of 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents, For sale at this office. 


A Story-Book for 

e Young Folks, By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
-lent work for gomg masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
Second has been issued ata reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
. photograph of the author which adds very 
much e value of the volume. 
By 


Guide. 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M, Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims atthe education of youth in the 
principles of Freethought, at the same time 
hat inculcates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense. ddress THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. 


A Key to Bible In- 


vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 

refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions. 

with numerous references and citations, tha 

are contradicted in terms by the same number | 

of other propositions in the same book, Price 
Gents. 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


Revised and Enlarged. 


Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. ong 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization ; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty ; Hie t Church and the 
Antislavery Reform ; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Tem: er ance, Reform; the 
Church and the Repub 


Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by ru Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 

Adultery and Prostitution; Murder ; 
Conquest and. Extermination ; $ Despotism ; In- 

` tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism: Witchcraft ; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance } ; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Wars o; 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question i is fumée 
under the following, heads: Ori of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sunda; ay Arguments ; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; estimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
a bp ath during the Middle Ages: The Puritan 

abbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 2% cents; six copies, $1.00. 

Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tels the [pend 
the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lea 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the agpersions cast upon 
it. Choive extracts from “ Common Sense,” 
tt American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine'g 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Euro ope and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 

cloth, 75 cents. 


Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath, Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cte. 
An address 


delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention, J anuary 29,1884. Price, 


10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Exact Ratios in Its 


Acquirement and Apportionment. 
By J. K. INGALLS. 
$1.00, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
28 Lafayette Placer Now Korko 
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made him a free dog once more, but not the | Dear Miss Wixon: This is my Aretagtomn | nuum und; the. Dom t. mu COP THE 
happy dog he had once been. Imagin, if you | 2t Writing a letter to, you, T.am fourteen, | Uam Pupil "of Netan rx INTBELECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


OALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
- Dr. J. L.-York, San Jose, Cal. 
. OANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappisor, Hamilton, Ont, 
OOLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
. IDAHO. 
A, Erwin, Murray. ; 
ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
.F. F. Follet, 802 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 


MAINE. 
B. Q. Husey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 


ills). 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MIOHIGAN. 


A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
S. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 


Chas. Sach, 188 8. Division St., Grand Rapids. 


Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 

Phillip Roeder, 322 Olive st., St. Louis. 

E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 

Lang & Co., 709 Olive st., St. Louis. 
NEBRASKA. 

'Thcs. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. 

Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 

Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. ` 

: OHIO. 

N. Hexter, 308 Superior street, Cleveland. ` 
Van Epps & Oo., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. 

B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
TENNESSEE. 
Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
TEXAS, 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 


UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 


ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


Robt. G. Ingersoll’s 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 
in the suit of the 


Bankers’ and Merchants’ 
graph Company 


against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 


So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that Tar TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


WWW GATEL BP 
RAE X "SUO Iii; 


OR, 
The Church of Practical Religion. 


BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human.concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


For sale at this office, Price, $1.00. 


S. P. Putnam’s Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 


Its Scientific Solution, with some Oriticisms o 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
“ A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day."—John 

© Stwinton's Paper. ; 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein iti 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 


Prometheus. A poem, “It is crammed 

' with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to mg, with extraordi- 
nary beauty."—Dr. HrNRY W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents, 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 


other Agnostic Poems, Price, 10 cts. 


Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 
version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
copy—the Genesis legend—is shown, Price 10 
cents, 

For all of the above address 
: THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
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Col. Kelso's Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. 


hammer Logic unsurpassed.” 
silk cloth, $3. 


Deity Analyzed and the DeviPs De- 

_fense. A thorough analysis of the 

claims for the existence of the Bible deity, and 

an examination in verse of the charges gener- 

ally brought against his Satanic majesty. 
12ino, 466pp., £1.80. 


The Rea! Blasphemers. Showing 
that thore who believe in the deity described 
in the Bible, and not those who deny his ex- 

: jstence, are guilty of “blasphemy.” Paper, 
12mo, 1380p., 50 cents. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
goes not sgo far io sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. s 


* For Sledge- 


8v0., 833pp., 


HOW TO STRENGTHEN 
THE MEMORY; l 
OR, : 
Natural and Scientific Methods of 
Never Forgetting. 
By M. L. HOLBROOK, M.D. 
2mo, 160 PP, -- = = = $100 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Latayette Pl., New York. 
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Freethought Abroad, - 


The Right to Testify. By 


Putnam, - - : 


FACTORY & WAREROOMS, . X 


O Third AY 


Truth Seeker Annua 


——ÀAND-— 


dfreethinkers’ Almanar, | 
| 1887. 


(E. M. 287) 


+ WITH + ILLUSTRATIONS. + 


Con TENDS. 


Freethought in the United States, 1886, - 
Liberty. Address by Grover Cleveland, 
The Coming Dawn. By D. Louis Bodge, 


Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the 
States and Territories of the United States, 


The American Secular Union. By Samuel P. 
The Parson. A Story. By Si Slokum, 


-eo 


NEW YORK: 


ke X 
AND SQUARE. 


Touch and Workmanship. 


€? 
es 
New York. 


| 
The Pubiic Schools 


AND THE 


a 
Catholic Church. 
, FOR 
By L. K. Washburn. 
—0— 
EXTRAOT. 

“I could pronounce no benediction upon Ro- 
manism. Jt h+s done mischief enough to deserve 
transportation for life. I regard Roman Chris- 
tianity as the worst form of tyranny. It com- 
mands the arm to work and the brain to die: it 
feeds faith and starves thought; it loves oppres- 
sion and hates liberty. It has given falsehood a 
crown and truth a scaffold.” 

PRICE, 5 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayet'e Piac^, New York. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Becretary of the American Secular Union. 


Price 10 cents, 
Address Tat TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, itis now known to be the work of 
H. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. 
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Sexual Physiology and Byplenej 


THE MYSTERIES OF MAN, 
By R. T. Trall; M.D. 
Revised edition, Profusely Illustrated, 
12mo, 344 pp. $2.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


WORKS OF O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 


Christianity a Reward for Crime. . 


Authenticated by the Bible. 
Paper, 12mo,29 pages, `- -  - 10e 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 
Paper, 12mo, 47 pages, ea Te 1456. 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 25c. 


A Masonic Vindication of Right. 
A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 36 pages, - = = > 15e. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

28 Lafayette PL. New York 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; Jos, Burgher and 
F. L. Browne, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colomzation enter- 
prise,the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generally 
to the practical solution of the problem of Integral 
Co-operation, Price, $1 a year; 50 cents for ax 
mankar 25 cents for three months 


OLD Catalogue of Old, Rare, and Second- 
hand Standard books sent free. 

BOOKS! JORDAN BROS., 45 North 9th, St., 

1 13ti7 i 


hiladelphia, Pa. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future 
Republic ef North America 


BY A CAPITALIST, 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime, It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other thau 
poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remedy, the author thinks. is in communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it will be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. g 


Paper,59c; c'oth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


Saints and Sinners. 10 cents. 
The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price, $1.25. CONTENTS": 

: ection I. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section IL, What it 
Owes to Mohammedanism. Section ITI. Free- 
thought Martyrs and, Confessors, Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Sec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands. 
(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Iugersoll.) 
82 pages in cover. Price, 10 cta. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22pagesin cover, Price, 10 cts. 


Christian Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlangh. | Con- 
tents: The Origin of Christianity; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New, Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts aro published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 

: Moral Value of the Bible: Freethought and 
Modern Progress: Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larigm; Science and Bible, Antagonistic ; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all o 
the above works address THE TRUTH BEEK- 
ER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 

By Gro. M. Davenport, This is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 82 well-filled pages. costing only 
* a quarter,” but as fullof meat as an egg. It is 
well called “practical,” for we find nothing un- 
practical init. Hens, ducks, [855 and turkeys 
are particularly discussed and their economica. 
breeding and keeping treatedof, There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
gcale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition to 
the poultry literature of the day. 

TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
buman advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3 e wish thatthe friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE TRUTH SEFKER ANNUAL. 


Price, 25 cents. 
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Books. 


My Lopaer’s Legacy; or, Tre History OF 
A RECLUSE. Written by himself. Compiled 
and arranged by Robert W. Hume, and 
published by Funk & Wagnalls. 

The subject of this work and its imputed 
author, Roland Hardeman by name, is an 
Agnostic, and though by birth an aristocrat 
. is by inclination a British Radical or Liberal. 
The sketch of his life therefore givs several 
openings for the exposition of difficult prob- 
lems on the incoming changes, religious, so- 
cial, industrial, and educational. Both in 
design and style the work is far superior to 
most of the trashy light literature of the day, 
inasmuch as it treats of important matters 
well worthy of the attention of the public. 

Social reform is attended to by a Scotch 
doctor who, it must be admitted, givs Roland 
Hardeman very sound advice on his marriage, 
which eventuates unhappily. 

In the course of the tale the educational and 
industrial questions are not forgotten. A 
word with respect to the dramatic interests 
of the story, which are exhibited in the sad 
results that sometimes follow marital infidel. 
ity, and in a subsequent attempt at and trial 
for murder. The details of all the above- 
mentioned incidents are very interesting, and 
are vividly and very naturally described. 
Copies of ‘‘ My Lodger’s Legacy” can be ob- 
tained at the office of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
Bound, $1; in paper, 25 cents. 


Sorar Bioroay: A Scientific Method of De- 
lineating Character, Diaguosing Disease, 
Determining Mental, Physical, and Busi- 
ness Qualifications, Conjugal Adaptabilitv, 
etc., from Date of Birth. By Henry E. 
Butler. Boston: Esoteric Publishing Co. 
Octavo, 350 pp., price $5. 

This book is worth five dollars as a curios- 
ity if not for any other purpose. ‘‘Solar bi- 
ology” might readily be translated into every- 
day English to mean the influence of the sun 
and its system upon human beings as deter- 
mining their character and destiny. The au- 
thor believes that whereas the sun and the 
moon and the planets affect the motion of the 
earth and things on its surface, as the tides, 
etc., therefore they equally affect the lives of 
men and women. This is not a new thing; 
it is astrology. The book says that the date 
of birth fixes the character, certain stars or 
planets with a malign or beneficent influence 
being in the ascendant at that time. 

The positions of the other heavenly bodies 
on the day of & person's birth, of course, will 
determin what his luck will be, and other- 
wise modify things. About a hundred pages 
of the book are devoted to showing where the 
stars stood and will stand on all the days 
from 1820 to 1899, and for twenty-five cents 
the publishers will send to any address tables 
covering the years 1900 and thereafter. The 
book shows a great amount of astronomical 
knowledge on the part of the author, and the 
mechanical work is elegaut and expensiv. 


$ == 
Tax Crisis. By Geo. W. Bell. Des Moines, 

Iowa: Moses Hull & Co, publishers. 

12mo, pp. 851, price $1. 

This book comes accompanied by a cover 
upon which are printed numerous press no- 
tices. One of these notices says that the book 
“reads like a romance.” Another calls it 
“a most brilliant and scathing review of the 
political situation.” A third, more enthusi- 
astic still, and slightly ungrammatical, says, 
** We began at the beginning, and there was 
no good place to stop, no abatement of the 
interest that held us spell-bound, and read 
right on, on to the end; then for the first 
time we were awake to surrounding objects, 
and was mad because the captain had not 
gone right on and made his book longer. It 
reads with all the thrilling interest of a fairy 
tale!" To which we would respectfully say, 
t Chestnuts.” The ‘‘ New Crisis” is à book 
worth reading, though it is to be feared ‘that 
the author has failed in his purpose to 
* prove the existence of a class conspiracy 
the design of which is to subvert the princi- 
ples of our government by a monopoly of all 
"wealth." We doubt the existence of any such 
* conspiracy." In the scramble for wealth 
and power there is too much of every man 
for himself to make a conspiracy probable. 
Otherwise the author has set forth the condi- 
tion of things about as it is, and proposes the 
reforms which he deems necessary. Like all 
who go to the bottom of the difficulty, he be- 
lieves in free trade, and would giv American 
genius and skill a chance to ‘‘ explore the 
world, and feed and clothe humanity with 
our abundant products.” The land, he holds, 
should be restored to the people; transporta- 
tion lines must be controled, if not owned, by 
the government; a great majority of officers 
now appointed should be electiv; the Senate 


must be elected by the people, and all class 
laws should be repealed. He denounces the 
doctrins of Malthus as a canting philosophy, 
and lays about him lustily and eloqirently in 
various other directions. As remarked, the 
book is worth reading. 


Tar Genzsis or Sorexce. By Herbert Spen- 
cer. Humboldt Library No. 89. Price 15 
cents. Sold at this office. 


Mr. Spencer begins this work by pointing 
out that there is not so much difference be- 
tween scientific knowledge and ordinary 
knowledge as is. generally supposed. The 
simplest kind of knowledge is scientific—for 
instance, that an unsupported body will fall 
or that smoke will ascend. At the same 
time, this is mere unreasoned knowledge and 
appeals only to the perceptions. It is the 
province of the next step in science to extend 
the perceptions by means of reasoning. This 


brings us to that stage of knowledge where 


we are enabled to affirm with certainty that 


it will take more force to lift & piece of lead 


than a piece of wood of the same size. That 


is undeveloped science, or qualitativ previs- 
ion. 
much more force will be required, which is 
developed science, or quantitativ prevision. 
Moreover, & further distinction is that as we 
pass from qualitativ to quantitativ prevision, 


A third step enables us to tell how 


we pass from inductiv science to deductiv 
Science. *' And this," says Mr. Spencer, ‘‘ is 
the unexpressed difference which leads us to 
consider certain orders of knowledge as es- 
pecially scientific when contrasted with 
knowledge in general. Are the phenomena 


measurable? is the test which we uncon- 


sciously employ. Spaceis measurable: hence 


geometry. Force and space are measurable : 


hence statics. Time, force, and space are 
measurable: hence dynamics.” 
Mr. Spencer finds reasons for doubting the 


truth of all philosophies of the sciences which 


tacitly proceed upon the common notion that 
scientific knowledge and ordinary knowledge 


are separate, instead of commencing, as they 


should, by affiliating the one upon the other 
and showing how it gradually came to be dis- 
tinguishable from the other. As illustrating 
the false method of classifying the sciences, 
Mr. Spencer takes up the arrangement pro- 
pounded by Oken, who appears to hold ideas 
in common with Hegel. To comment on Mr. 
Oken's propositions, he says, would be as ab- 
surd as the propositions themselvs. Hegel is 
next dissected, and then we reach the Comt- 
ean scheme of the sciences, distinguished 


from the Hegelian by the fact that it is 
worthy of respectful consideration. In truth, 


however, M. Comte fares little better finally 
than Oken and Hegel. 

Having thus to some extent cleared the 
ground, Mr. Spencer goes on to develop his 
own theory of the genesis of science, which, 
he says, is to be found in the simpler forms of 
knowledge, the sole origin of which is expe- 
rience. It should be the first duty of Posi- 
tivists to read this analysis of Comte’s classi- 
fication, and then rearrange the order of 
historic development. Mr. Spencer has left 
it somewhat askew. 


How ro STRENGTHEN THE Memory; or, Nat- 
ural and Scientific Methods of Never For- 
getting. By M. L. Holbrook, M.D. Sold 
at this office. Price $1.00. 


If experience did not demonstrate other- 
wise, it would be generally believed that peo- 
ple with good memories are horn, not made. 
Dr. Holbrook, in this work, givs instances 
where memory has been strengthened and 
built up by practice with that object in view. 
He also tells how the result sought for may 
beachieved. The first thing necessary, when 
a thing would be remembered, is of course 
attention—the fixing of the subject firmly in 
the mind. Then an occasional repetition will 
serve to revive the memory. But what Dr. 
Holbrook appears to place greatest reliance on 
is suggestion and association, especially the 
latter. Remember thingsin connection with 
other things, and then when one of them is 
recalled, all the rest come trooping around as 
though fastened together. One story told in 
& company suggests another perhaps totally 
different. An instance of memory by asso- 
ciation is given: ‘‘ The date of the great fire 
in London is 1666, easily remembered from 
the repetition of the figure 6. This date en- 
ables one to name the time of the Great 
Plague, which was the year previous; it also 
serves to indicate the beginning of fire insur- 
ance, which sprang like a phenix from the 
ashes of the city." “The year of the fire in 
London was that in which tea was introduced 
from China into England.? A good way to 
keep a name in mind is to write it down and 
remember how it looks; thus two senses re- 
inforce each other. Many persons hav learned 


to spell chiefly by recurring to the appearance 
of words as they stand upon the printed 
page of the spelling-book. Proceeding 
mainly in this line, the author tells how to 
strengthen memory of faces, of places, of 
music, of facts and events, of figures and 
dates, and even applies the same principle to 
the learning of new languages. The book is 
written in an admirably plain and straightfor- 
ward style. Hereis his definition of memory: 


Memory may be defined as that intellectual 
power which enables a person to recall, with more 
or less distinctness and accuracy, past experiences, 
facts which hav been before the mind, forms, 
faces, figures, words, phrases, emotions, sounds, 
and colors, which hav Previously exercised the 
brain. Orit may be defined as a kind of resur- 
rection or reproduction of the past,or a percep- 
tion of anything with reference to its past exist- 
ence, or a vision of time past. 


We hav given the foregoing in order to 
contrast it with the definition of memory 
given by Professor Loisette, who calls it 

The primordial property of the protoplasma 
differentiated as nerve ganglia, similarly as con- 
tractility is the primordial property of the proto- 
plasma differentiated as muscular fiber. 

The difference between the two writers is 
that one tells what memory is and the other 
does not. Dr. Holbrook’s book appeals to 
the reason and to common sense at once, and 
can be heartily recommendéd as both instruc- 
tiv and interesting. . 


In a 55-page octavo pamphlet, E. F. Ring, 
of Milwaukee, Wis., givs “Forty Reasons 
Why I Am Not a Christian,” and they are all 
good ones. Price 25 cents. 


There are fifty 12mo pages in Mr. L. 
Record’s treatis on ‘‘The New Theology,” 
and he charges $1 for it. His address is 67 
Springfield street, Dayton, Qhio. 


J. Fitzgerald, publisher of the Humboldt 
Library, presents ‘‘Science and Crime and 
Other Essays," by Andrew Wilson, F.R.S.E., 
as No. 88 of that series. It deals with theaid 
which science has given to justice in courts 
of law, and other subjects. Price 15 cents. 


Dr. W. H. Benson, 1225 Filbert street, 
Philadelphia, will send to any address in the 
United States or Canada, on receipt of six 
cents, his little pamphlet entitled, ** Easy Les- 
sons in Socialism." He counsels his brother- 
men to abandon the doctrins of orthodox 
theology, and return to the simple religion of 
Jesus the Socialist. : 


E. B. Waldo, 20 Shonard street, Syracase, 
N. Y., believes in temperance in all things, 
and under the title of ‘‘Self-Control” has 
published & pamphlet of 39 16mo pages on 
that subject, which he sells for 25 cents. An 
admirable feature of Mr. Waldo’s work is 
that, so far as we can discover, he does not 
ask for any statutory enactments to stultify 
the self-control which he advocates. 


This being the jubilee year of her majesty, 
Queen Victoria, the **Jubilee Prize Poem,” 
which we hav received from a loyal subject, 
is quite appropriate. It is published by the 
British Association for the Diffusion of Com- 
mon Sense, with notes by a workingman. It 
is immense. We would not part with our 
copy for anything except another just like it. 
Price 5 cents. 


The limitation of wealth is what John H. 
Keyser calls ‘‘ The Next Step in Progress" 
in his new pamphlet bearing the title quoted. 
A limitation of wealth, he holds, with gradu. 
ated taxation upon accumulating and accu- 
mulated fortunes, is the only hope of the 
republic. Among the great number of polit- 
ical propositions the adoption of which is the 
“ only hope," Mr. Keyser's looks as promis- 
ing as any we hav heard. 

** A Proletary" takes for his text an article 
from Tse Trorn SEEKER on ‘The Natural 
Sciences in Our Common Schools," by H. M. 
Cottinger, and writes a pamphlet of ** Hints 
about the Teaching of Natural History,” 
which is published by M. Harman, Valley 
Falls, Kan. There is a wild Western reck- 
lessness about the typography of the work, 
but the author has uttered some ringing 
truths. Send ten cents to M. Harman fer it. 


“ Saladin,” the knight-errant of Free- 
thought chivalry in Europe, is performing 
deeds as illustrious in their way, and as dis- 
astrous to the Christian hosts, as were those 
of his great namesake. His latest tilt he 
rides as the champion of woman against her 
enemies, the priests and the Bible. Under 
the title, * Woman: Her Glory, Her Shame, 
and Her God," he has published as a pam- 
phlet 64 pages of his articles from the Secular 
Review on ‘Christianity and Woman.” In 


England Part I. sells for 8evenpence, or about 
15 cents. In this country, owing to the way 
our minds are protected at the expense of our 
pockets, the price is placed at 30 cents. 
Order the book of W. Stewart & Co., 41 Far-. 
ringdon street, E. C., London, England. 

Mrs. Annie Besant and G. W. Foote, editor 
of the London Freethinker, recently held a 


four-nights’ public debate on the question, 


* Is Socialism Sound ?” Mrs. Besant affirming, 


and Mr. Foote denying. The debate is pub- 
lished in a pamphlet of, 153 pages, price, in | 
America, 50 cents. 
acter of the disputants, the reader may be 
assured that the best that can be said for or 
against Socialism is to be found in this 


Knowing the able char- 


pamphlet. 


Some time ago Taz Trura SEEKER printed 


Mr. J. E. Remsburg’s lecture on *' The 
Fathers of Our Republic,” and has since pub- 
lished mauy commendatory notices of it. 
The space could not hav been devoted to a 
better purpose. 
has issued the lecture in pamphlet form, at 
15 cents per copy. 
12mo pages, and is printed in au attractiv 
style, with & picture of Paine Hall on the 
cover. 
the thanks of the Liberal public. 


Mr. Mendum, of Boston, 


It makes 45 good.sized 


Author and publisher are entitled to 


* What is Thought?” asks Miss S. C. 


Clark (Cambridgeport, Mass., 12mo., 15 pp., 
price 15 cents), and she answers : 


The breath of the soul, the vital respiration 


that sustains the spirits embodied existence. 
Thought is the cradle in which the man-child is 
rocked; it is the finger of the Father to which his 
children tightly cling when striving, with frequent 
failure; to walk alone. 
heard above the tempest of llfe, the spray from 
that Eternal Fountain which floweth over and 
dashes in musical, rippling fall on every fevered 
breast. 


It is the guiding voice 


An evidently earnest, if not clearly success- 
ful, attempt to answer a vexed question. 


‘‘Tsaure and Other Poems” is a collection 
of verse by W. Stewart Ross, editor of the 
London Secular Review. Mr. Ross isa man 
of versatil talent, and his verses show that he 
has the literary faculty highly cultivated. 


There is something wild and weird about 


them, however, and they are not of the sort 
that the poet wished to hav read to him on 
that evening when he longed for rest. They 
are distinguished by strength rather than 
melody. For instance : 


Her white feet are swathed in the linen and shav- 


ings, 


My head pressed her bosom, the worm is now 
there, 
And the blast o'er her tomb mingles wild with my 
ravings, 
And the gravel is mixed with the gold of her 


hair. 
And the ribs of the clouds widen wide with a 
moan, 
And through them the winter winds yell;: 
And the thunder’s red heels, as from heaven he 


reels, 
Ring bass to the chorus of Hell. 


“ Tri-Square; or, the Church of Prac- 
tical Religion,” is the title of a book by an 
anonymous writer who shows evidence of a 
disciplined mind and a large experience. 

It purports to be a record of the experiences 
attending the attempt to establish a church 
upon a broad and comprehensiv basis—some- 
what after the plan suggested by the Rev. 
Washington Gladden, and were it not for 
THE Troura SEEKER imprint upon the title- 
page, and the prejudice resulting therefrom, 
the book might pass among orthodox readers 
for the work of some enthusiast only a little 
more advanced than he in the new theology. 

The author, although extremely liberal, 
does not entirely discard creeds or the neces- 
sity for them. He even formulates a creed 
for his church, but makes it broad enough 
for all people who would do good to stand 
upon. It is not based upon belief or unbe- 
lief. It is this: 

** Every act or word that will result in in- 
jury to anybody is wrong and is prohibited.” 

The object of the ‘‘church is to teach man- 
kind all things essential for their proper 
guidance and happiness in this life, which is 
deemed to be the true service of Gad.” 

No person who does not in good faith be- 
lieve in this rule, and practice in accordance 
therewith, shall be accepted as a member of 
this church; all members who wilfully 
violate this rule, or the law of the land, shall 
be expelled. 

He does not reject the Bible, but regarda 
it purely as the work of men; neither does 
he believe in the divinity of Christ, but asa 
reformer. The trinity he acknowledges is 
matter, force, and law. The living strictly 


within the letter and spirit of the law, is the 
surest way to prepare for a future life. 

The author's idea is to unite all moral, 
well-disposed persons inthe work of improve- 
ment and reform. It matters not if a man 
believes in a God or not, so his life proves 
correct by the *'Tri-Square"—he can be- 
come & member of his church ; if he is à bad 
orimmoral man he caunot be fellowshiped 
without first reforming. He favors tbe in- 
vestigation of all matters pertaining to this 
life, particularly Bible history and writings, 
believing it is not God, but the devil that is 
&fraid of inquiry. Rewards and punishments 
are justly awarded, but whether in this life 
or the life to come, or in both, he does not 
pretend to know—but ‘ somehow, somewhere 
they must surely come.” It may be no being 
is yet sufficiently advanced to inherit eternal 
life. 

We advise all who feel interested in this 
subject to read the book. It is not dry nor 
prosy. The interest increases as the reader 
advances, and it does not prove convincing it 
will furnish food for vigorous, activ thought. 

For sale by the Truth Seeker Publishing 
Company, New York. Price $1.—Denison, 
Texas, Sunday Gazetteer. 


“ The Clergy on Divorce" is Judge R. B. 
Westbrook's latest “booklet.” The judge 
denies that marriage is a sacrament, or that it 
is a Christian institution; that the only just 
cause for divorce is adultery, or that the fed- 
eral government has any right to interfere in 
the matter—all of which is claimed by the 
clergy. Incompatible law-enforced relations, 
he holds, are productiv of discontent, tempta- 
tion, disease, and vicious tendencies in off- 
spring, idiocy, insanity, and numberless other 
evils. The system of ‘limited’ divorce,” 
which leaves both parties in the anomalous 
position of being neither married nor single, 
bond nor free, is most unwarranted, and is 
characterized ds a disgrace to the statute 
book of any enlightened state. On this sub- 
ject the judge uses vigorous language. Asa 
reform in marriage laws, he recommends 
something like those in certain European 
states which provide for divorce by mutual 
consent of parties, but prohibit haste and 
rashness, and allow the referee to withhold 
his decision for one year, the parties mean- 
while living separate. Reconciliation not 
taking place, the divorce is granted. The 
fickle and unprincipled might sometimes take 
advantage of existing laws, and seek separa- 
tion for trifling cause, but the many should 
not suffer for the want of a reasonable and 
legal way of escape from bondage because the 
few abuse it. The judge has treated the mat- 
ter further in his larger book on '' Marriage 
and Divorce." 


-Colby & Rich hav published a bulky vol- 
ume of 483 pages, entitled, ** Unanswerable 
Logic: a Series of Spiritual Discoursés given 
through the Mediumship of Thomas Gales 
Forster." The introduction is by Carrie 
Grimes Forster, who says that the author 
‘now bathes in the brightness and effulgence 
of the upper sanctuary of the Father, the 
glory-land of righteous compensation." The 
book is designed to define Spiritualism and 
set forth its truths. The autbor says: 


Spiritualism rolls its warm, sparkling waves of 
thought across the cold gray sea of material skep- 
ticism, just as the Gulf Stream weaves its mystic 
length across the latitudes and the oceans, exer- 
cising an influence, imperceptible to many, per- 
haps, but none the less powerful and extensiv be- 
cause as yet unappreciated in its full bearing. 
For, amid the more exalted enterprises of human 
genius characteristic of the present age~ amid 
the holier utterances of the press, the pulpit, and 
the rostrum—amid the loftier conceptions of the 
poet, the artist, and the man of letters—the men- 
tal eyeof the spiritual philosopher can perceive 
the inculeations and direct influences of this 
school of thought beginning to manifest them- 
selvs with a persistent truthfulness not to be mis- 
taken, and with a conclusivness well-nigh irre- 
sistible. And this condition of things, we are 
encouraged to believe, will be increasingly appar- 
ent as mediumistic facilities gre afforded for & 
clearer understanding of its phenomenal presen- 
tations, as wellas.a higher appreciation of the 
ethical and plolosophieal deductions which are 
the legitimate sequences of an intelligent investi- 
gation. ^ 


From the foregoing the reader can judge of 
the author's style, as also from the following 
sentence of 133 words: 


In attempting an elucidation of the fact of 
man’s existence ag a spirit entity while in the ma- 
' terial body—the fact claimed in my text as a fun- 
damental tenet of the spiritual school, but denied 
by many who are unwilling to accept of the phe- 
nomena of Spiritualism as sufficiently satisfastory 
testimony in favor of the same—permit me, in ad- 
dition to the phenomenal phases familiar to most 
of you, to offer further testimony by adverting 
somewhat in detail to the wonderful agency ex- 
erted in the realm of conscious individuality by 
the nervous system of the human body especially; 


and the important duties devolving upon it in the i 
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animal economy, as an efficient agent of the think- 
ing principle which. so evidently animates and 
controls this wonderful piece of machinery amid 
the conditions of time. i 


A few pages further on is a third sentence 
covering sixteen lines of eleven words per 
line. Apart from the difficulty of following 
the leading idea through these long arrays of 
words, there is nothiag in the book objection- 
ble to the Freethinking Deistical Spiritualist, 
and it certainly contains much that every 
sensible person must indorse. No doubt Mr. 
Forster was possessed of a clear and activ 
brain capable of holding a thought while he 
Graped and decorated and frescoed it with 
other minor thoughts, but he should hav 
been more regardful of the infirmities of his 
readers. A flight of one hundred and fifty 
steps should hav an occasional landing where 
the climber may pause for breath. The me- 
chanical part of this book is above criticism, 
and it contains a fine steel portrait of the 
author. 


Very Cheap Pamphlet " 


o 


We hav on hand a large number of the following 
nf Cotonel Ingersoll's pamph ets, which will be 
disposed of at cost, as fol ows: 


Ingers:ll C ‘techised: 


His Answers to a Number of Vital Questions Pro- 
pounded by the Editor of tbe "Sau Franciscan ;" 
singly, 3 cents; per dozen, 20 cents; per hundred, 


$2.00 
ORTHODOXY, 


A lecture, fifty-four closely printed large 12mc 
pages, 10 cents; fifteen, $1; and $6 per hundred. 


Civil Rights Speech, 


Including the address of Frederick D-uglas. fifty- 
three-large octavo pages, singly, 10 cents; fitteen 
for $1; aud $6 p«r hundred. 


.We suggest that these be purchased in quanti- 
ties, and given away to Christians, and it 18 with 
that not unreasonaole expectation that the trices 
hav been placed so low. ` 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 La:ayette Pl., New York. 


ROMANISM, 


OR $ 


DANCER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. . 


By A. J. GROVER. 


Prios, - - - -. -  40Ozxrs. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


O: . 
Men of Business Who Did Something Besides 
Making Money. A Book for Young Americans. 


KY JAMES PARTON. 


Price, - - - =. - $1.5. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Bible Temperance 


LIQUOR DRINKING 


Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
by the Bible, 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


This is a companion book to Remsburg’s '* Bible 
Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents. - 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Ingersoll’s Tributes. 


REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type. snitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: 

The Vision of War, 
Tribute to his Brother, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 

The price of these heretofore has been $1.00. We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
tom akage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 

28 Lafayette PL. New York. 


THE CONFESSIONAL: 


ROMISH AND ANGLICAN. r1 
An Haxposé. 
By SALADIN. Price, 80 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


DR. J. L. YORE, 


The noted Western Liberal orator, starts on his 
Eastern lecture tour May ist, and will speak at 
Sacramento on May 8th, at Salt Lake City, May 
15th and 221, at Canon City. Col., May 29th, at Den- 
ver. C^l., June 5th anà 12:h; and at Garden City, 
Dodge City. Kan.; Ottumwa, Iowa: Chicago, Ill; 
Grand Rapids, Mich ; Columbus, Alliance, Akron, 
Ohio; L.nesville, Pittsburgh. Philadelphia, Pa.; 
New York, N. Y.; Boston, Mass; Albany, Troy. 
Rochester, Batavia, Buffalo, N. Y.; Cleveland, O., 
and at other points on or near the line, should the 
friends desire it, and leave the latch-string out, 
at liv and let-liv rates. 

Don't miss & rare treat, and Freethinkers and 
Liberals desiring to arrange with the Doctor, 
please address without delay, in care of Chess 
Brothers, Garden City, Kan.; Thos. J. Truss, 
Denver, Colorado; William Lindsay, Ottumwa, 
Iowa; E. A. Stevens, 7:0 West Lake street, 
Chicgao, Ill: D. A. Blodgett, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
R. H. Ralston, Columbus, Ohio; Roman Btaiy, 86 
Diamond street, Pittsburgh, Pa., Geo. Longford, 
1106 Leopard st., Philadelphia, Pa.; Truth Seeker 
office, New York city; Investigator office, Boston, 
Mass.; H. L. Green, 165 Delevan av., Buffalo, N.Y ; 
N. Hexter, Clevé'and, Ohio. 


W.S BELL'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Conflict between Christianity 
and Civilization. 


PRICE, - > - e s 15 CENTS. 


It is a stunner; concise, scholarly, and good.—` 


M. E. Billings. 


LIBERTY ANU MORALITY. 
PRICE, 15 CENTS. 

Accept my tbanka for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. . 

Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Man. —T. B. Wakeman, 

A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. It is a very 
ee paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 

ge. -* : 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTS. 

The number of heads under which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which each point is .dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
I take great pleasure in recommending ‘ Auti- 
Prohibition " to the consideration of every person 
who i8 interested, not only ín the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self government.— 
J. J. McCabe. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 


“Tam very much pleased with 1t, and I wish the 
eventy thousand ministers of this country were 
obliged to purchase the pamphlet and read every 
wo dof it." 
P rica 15 canta. 


Ingersolls Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
* Humboldt,” ** Thomaa Paine,” “ Individual- 
ity," and ** Heretics and Heresies.” 


The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 


Contents: “The Ghosts,” “Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” ** The Declaration of In- 
dependence,” “About Farming in nois,” 
“The Grant Banquet,” ‘The Rev. Alexander 
Clark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and ** A Tribute to Ebon 0. Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25. . 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 

. plain cloth, $1.25. 

What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 
per, 25 cents. or 

The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah S. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10cents, $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes &.grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 

Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
& Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 
Millions of these should be circulated. 


Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 


Address on the tivi! Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents. 


p * 

Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 
Bound in one yolume. To meet the demand 
for Mr. Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on ''Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Bent by mail postpaid. 

Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s ‘Tribute to 

is Brother,” “The Vision of War," the "Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 
“Tittle Harry Miller's Grave,” that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and 1n large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
to any address. for 50cts. or either one for 15cts. 


Prose Poems and Selections. This 


new book isa gem. It is a model in every re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated “ Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “ tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches. arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versationsof the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 

urpose.a fine steel portrait. with autograph 
fac simile. has been prepared especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edzes, gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
ir, $1: cabinet. 40 ranta. 
boudoir, $i ee THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:80 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions On religious and social questions, 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Ear 
of Essex and his bride, a.p., 1590. Wn. HENRY 
Burr. Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office. 


SS 


*SHOPPEL’S MODERN HOUSES” No. 8. 
(Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces for 
constructing a model house, with piain directions 
for putting them together. 

While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. It is, in fact,a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 
builders. , 

56 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000), 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1 New Design for a Chapel. 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 

(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 

An Article on Villa Park Associations. 

BENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE, $1. 
Address 


TES CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASSO'N, 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Addresa THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


THE 


Fathers of Our Republic: 
Paine, Jefferson, Washington, 


Franklin. 


A LECTURE delivered before the Tenth A anua 
Congress of the American Secular Union, 
in Chickering Hall New York 
November 18, 1886. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 


Price 15 centa. 1 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


BIBLE MYSHS 


AND THEIR 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


The object of the work 18 to point out the myths 
with which the Oid and New Testaments abound; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. 

“Tt is unquestionably true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else so accessible as they are now made 
in the work before ua." —N. Y. Stn, 

1vol.8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.50. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli. 
' cal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


“The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, ig a Bix copies fo* 


THe CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaning arguments . wil not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 
ration." 


Price, 35 cents. 


For either of these works, or any of Paine’ 
writings, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 


A OOMPEND OF THE NaTURAL Laws or IN- 
DUSTRIAL PRODUCTION AND 
EXOHANGE. 

By J. K. Ineatrs, author of ‘‘ Social Wealth.” 
Price, 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Hews of the Week. THE ORD 


As yet Archbishop Corrigan has not re- 
ceived the communication from the pope in 
regard to the McGlynn case. It is reported 
that his holiness will excommunicate McGlynn 
if he declines to obey and make the journey 

` to Rome inside of the next forty days. 


Discussion Between 
Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, 
Linton, Reville, 


On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 


OONTENTS: 


I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. By Hon. : 


W. E. Gladstone. 


H. The Interpreters of Genesis and, theInter- 


preters of Nature. By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 


III. Postscript to Solar Myths. By Prof. Max 
Muller. 


EROF CREATION. 


IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for & Fair Trial. 


By Hon, W. E. Gladstone. 


V. Dawn of Creation. An Answer to Mr. Glad- 


stone. By Albert Reville, D.D 


VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. 


By Prof. T. H. 


Gems of Chonght. 


Hap England never had an established church, 


Hurley. 
Vil. A Protest anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin-! she might hav been spared the most deplorable 


ton 


This is a new book and contains the latest discus- 
.or The names of the 
participants are & guarantee of its able character. 


8ion on the mistakes of Moses. 


Price, paper, 58 cents; cloth; 75 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
98 Lafayette Pl..New York 


Hieu license has be- 


come a law in Pennsyl- : 


vania. 


Jacos SHARP was 
called to the bar on 


Monday. 


TALMAGE is announced 
as the Decoration Day 
orator in this city. 


QUEEN -KAPIOLANI, of 
the Sandwich Islands, 
spent Sunday in New 
York. 


Tue great flood in 
Maine still continues, 
and railway traffic is im- 
peded. 


Toe Saturday half- 
holiday is not being so 
extensivly observed as it 
ought to be. 


GENERAL GRANT’s wid- 
ow is just recovering 
from a severe attack of 
malignant diphtheria. 


The Anti-poverty So- 
ciety's third meeting, 
Sunday night, waslargely 
attended. Henry George 
addressed it. 


Tue legislature has 
passed a law permitting 
the indulgence of beer 
and music under the 


iàn 
ou S. Günd 


Feel 


n 


LOT FINDS REFUGE FROM A WICKED WORLD. 


same roof, and it is now 
legal to whistle between drinks. 

Evaneeuist PrrER Dwyer, of this city, is 
under arrest for abandoning his wife. 

. ManrIN F. TUPPER, the author of ‘ Pro- 
. verbial Philosophy," for several weeks past 
has been scarcely able to read or write. 

Ar a.cattle fair in Madison Square Garden, 
this city, 483 head were entered in all, upon 
which the owners place an aggregate value 
of about $1,000,000. 


Tur Rev. J. Edgar Brown, a Methodist 
preacher at Allentown, N. Y., is being inves- 
ligated. He is charged with promiscuous 
hugging and kissing. - 

Parson Brisror, tried at New City, N. Y., 
for assault upon his housemaid, was acquit- 
ted. The jury did not believe that the girl 
resisted to the extent of her powers. 


CuuRoHGoING people in Madison county, 
Ind., are scandalized by a free fight at a 
church meeting in Union township last Sun- 
day, in which several persons were injured. 


Tus lockout of New York silversmiths has 
lasted three weeks, and the employers re- 
main firm in the demand that the workmen 
must abandon their labor organization before 
they can come back. 

Governor Knorr, of Kentucky, exercised 
executiv clemency in the case of & murderer 
sentenced to be hanged, and the crowd who 
came to see the hanging were so incensed 
that they hanged the governor in effigy. 


Ar the last meeting of the Nineteenth Cent- 
ury Club, the Rev. W. S. Rainsford, of St. 
George's Episcopal church, said he did not 
believe the story of Elisha and the bears. 
Concerning which the Sun observes that this 
is substantially the position taken by Col. 
Robert G. Ingersoll. 

Wue the Rev. D. I. Marks, of the Irving 
Methodist church, New York, was preaching 
in his pulpit & week ago,he was suddenly 
stricken with paralysis. Though improving, 
his recovery is considered doubtful. 'The 
moral in this case is as obvious as in any 
other of a similar character. 

TuEgRE were no saloons or gardens open in 
New York last Sunday, and it is estimated 
that from 50,000 to 100,000 persons crossed 
the Hudson to New Jersey, where saloons, 
theaters, fairs, and base ball were in full 
blast. The wary Jerseyman is making hay 
while the sun shines, but the blue cloud of 
sabbatarianism is likely to overshadow him 
at any moment. The laws of New Jersey 
are the same as those of New York on the 
Sunday question. 


Odds and (nds. 


INDIANS never kiss each other, and no one who 
has ever seen an Indian can blame them much. 


WEHEN a heathen gets abont half full of Massa- 
chusetts rum, the Christian religion strikes him 
as being faultless. 


Or» lady (to wicked little boys who are playing 
marbles on Sunday): “ Little boys, what are you 
playing marbles on Sunday for?” Little boys: 
“ We're playing for keeps.” 


Mers. De Hosson : “What lovely prayer-book, 
Mrs. Hendricks. Is it a present from your hus- 
band?" Mrs. Hendricks: **No, I won it at the 
progressiv eucher party at Deacon Smith's last 
week.” " 


Mas. GRUNDY : “So you've been left alot more 
money, I hear, Miss Luckie?” Miss Luckie : “Yes ; 
quite a lot.” Mrs. Grundy (with a sign of resigna- 
tion): ** Well, it's true what the good book says— 
‘Them as has gits P? 

ON THE BACK STOOP. 

Young wife: “I wonder the birds don’t come 
here any more. I used to throw them bits of the 
cake I made, and—” 

Young husband : ** That accounts for it.” 


Our pastor (to new arrival in town): ** Perhaps 
you would like to join our Mutual Improvement 
Union? We should dearly like to welcome you.” 
New arrival: “That depends on how big you gag 
your limit. I'd abeen eatin’ nuggets in Reno to- 
day 'f "t hadn't been fer th’ ‘Sons of Faith’ there.” 


A TERRITORIAL editor saysin his paper: “ Yes- 
terday we were again married. It will be remem- 
bered that both of our former wives eloped with 
the foreman of the office. To avoid any future 
inconvenience of the kind, we hav this time mar- 
ried a lady who is a compositor, and she will set 
the type while we hustle for the ducks who still 
owe on subscription.” 


Youne man (to sexton, at church door): ‘‘Isn’t 
the sermon nearly done?” Sexton: ‘About an 
hour yet. He is only on his‘ Lastly.’” Young 
man: * Will it take him an hour to get through 
his ‘ Lastly?” Sexton: “No, but there's the 
‘One word more and I am done,’ and the ‘ Finally, 
and the‘In conclusion’to come yet. Don’t get 
impatient, young man. Your girl won’tspoil.” 


A COLORED preacher was talking of prayer, and 
said : **Now, bredren, when you prays don't pray 
80 much in a gineral way; pray more pertickler. 
And when Isays'more pertickler/) do you know 
what I means? Let me tell yer. If I prays de 
Lord to gib me a turkey, dat ain't nothin'—I ain't 
a-goin’ to git dat turkey! But when I prays de 
Lord to gib me one o’ Massa John’s turkeys, I 
knows I'se gwine to git dat turkey ‘fore Sat'd'y 
night !” 

** We didn’t hold services in the church to-day,” 
said a clergyman in a small town in Washabaugh 
county, Dakota, as he returned home. “Where 
did you hold them, then ?” asked his wife. *'Back 
of Joe Pinneo's barn." “ Well; that’s a strange 
place—has the church burnt up?” “Oh, no, the 
church is all right, but the congregation was all 
back of the barn, so I went there and stood up on 
a hay-rack and expounded the word for over an 
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periods iu her history.—D. M. Bennett. 


We honor our ancestors when we liv better, 
think better, and do better than they did. That 
is a false veneration that builds a ship after the 
modelof the Mayfiower ; that creates a house of 
Puritan architecture: thatlivs as they did in our 
grandfathers' days. Our 
forefathers showed their 
sense when they respected 
their own ideas. That is 
the lesson that Plymouth 
Rock inculcates. It is not 
asymbol of attainment; it 
is the rude attempt, the ap- 
prentice hand, that fore- 
tells the column of beauty, 
the full power of liberty. 
No form is so perfect that 
it should be copied forever ; 
no method so fit that it 
shall never be supplanted. 
Life is progress; the world 
must be emancipated from 
models. Candles may be run 
in molds, but not human 
beings.—L. K. Washburn. 
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FuLL eighteen hundred 
years hav passed since Paul . 
imagined that the reign of 
death was almost over, and 
itis not over yet. Death is 
still absolute and universal. 
The most that has been ac- 
complished is, here and 
there, to obtain a brief re- 
prieve of theimpartial sen- 
tence under which all. lie 
together. But this reprieve 
has not been the work of the 
priest or the magician; 
prayer has not won it, nor 
any far off, doubtful resur- 
rection. It has been the 
work of the physiologist, 
the physician, the sanitari- 
an, the student of hygiene, 
of those who hav discovered 
the laws of health, and» 
most of all, of those who 
hay obeyed them.—John W. 
Chadwick. 


THE common Christian 


hour. 
trading horses out there, and I'm bound to take 
the gospel right to the people.” 


. * BE of good cheer, Sister Jones,” said the pastor 
to a dying member of his congregation. ‘You 


will soon be in heaven playing on a golden harp, ; 


and rejoicing with the angel throng.” ‘* Ah, no,” 
faintly uttered Sister Jones. “I could never play 
on a musical instrument—not even an accordion— 


and I'll never be able to play on a harp unless it ! 


has a handle to it like an orguinette.” 


A PARALYTIC young woman, who had been unable 
to walk for years,was conveyed to a revival-meeting 
one night recently, and during prayer she sudden. 
ly arose, gave an ear-piercing shout, climbed over 
three pews, gained the aisle, and made a dash for 
the pulpit. It was not another faith cure, as many 
persons in the congregation supposed. She had 
simply seen a mouse in her pew near her feet. 


TRUE ECONOMY. 


A thrifty and most economical dame 

Owned a pair of fine fowls whose fair qualities 
came 

Through a line of fine fowls of an eggsellent fame. 


And madam, the hen, had a musical way 
Of duly announcing an egg every day, 
While Sir Cockolorum would join in the lay. 


And once on atime in the cold of the year, 

When eggs they were scarce and when eggs they 
were dear, 

Still daily their cackle was trnthful and clear. 


And ere their commendable labors did cease, 
A bountiful basketful showed the increase, 
All fresh and all fair and worth four cents apiece. 


Since eggs they were scarce and since eggs they 
were high, 

The thrifty old dame, witha natural sigh 

(For she liked a good egg) put the basketful by. 


“In the list of my sins,” with decision said she, 
“ The sin of eggstravagance never shall be, 
Buch eating is quite too eggspensiv for me.” 


It chanced, when the far-away farmers had heard 

The price of good eggs, that their spirits were 
stirred 

To send in by car-loads the fruit of the bird. 


And long ere these efforts for profit did cease, 
An overstocked market had felt the increase, 
And eggs they were selling for one cent apiece. 


The thrifty old dame with a heart that was gay, 
Brought forth her full basket without a delay, 
From where she 80 lately had stowed it away. 


“The price has come down while the eggs are yet 
sweet,” 

She said, “ which will giv me a plenty to eat. 

At twelve cents a dozen they’re cheaper than 
meat.” 


REPLY 
TO REV. L. A. LAMBERT'S 
“NOTES ON INGERSOLL’ 
By B. W. Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priest's 
Historical misstatements. 
Erico Uloth. $1; Paper, 50 Cents. 


You see Joe and Deacon Fumstock were | 


conception of the pardon of 
sin upon repentance and conversion seems to us 
to embody a very transparent and pernicious fal- 
lacy. " Who can forgiv sins but God only?” 
asked the Pharisees. There is great confusion 
and contradiction in our ideas on this subject. 
God is the only being who can not forgiv sins. 
* Forgivness of sins” means one of two things— 
it eithor means saving & man from the conse- 
quences of his sins, that is, interposing between 
cause and effect, in which case it is working a 
miracle (which God no doubt can do, but which 
we hay no right to expect that he will do, or to ask 
that he shall do); or, it means an engagement to 
forbear retaliation, a suppression of the natural 
anger felt against the offender by the offended 
party, a forgiving of vengeance on the part of the 
injured—in which meaning itis obviously quite 
inapplicable to a being exempt and aloof from 
human passions.—Greg's Creed of Christendom. 

CaNT is useful to provoke common sense,— Einer - 
son. 1 

No good man can hav a realizing conviction of 
the truth of Christianity, and not be miserable. 
To be consistent, every Christian should ba in a 
madhouse. “If men in general,” says Leigh 
Hunt, had ever seen a human being broiling in 
areal fire, writhing and groaning, men in gen- 


| eral would fall on their knees to implore the 


quenching of hell-fire, or they would disbelieve 
its existence.” Judge for yourselves, my readers; 
whether the thought of unbroken everlasting 
sleep for all human kind, or such a future as 
Christianity teaches, is the more rational and 
ennobling.—U^aderwood's Lectures and Essays. 


Waar is there in this life that can appear great 
to him who has acquainted himself with eternity 
and the utmost extent of the universe? For what 
is there in human knowledge or the short space of 
this life that can appear great to a wise man? 
Whose mind is always so upon its guard that noth- 
ing can befal him which is unforeseen, nothing 
which is unexpected, nothing, in short, which is 
new? Such a man takes so exact a survey on all 
sides of him that he always knows the proper 
place and spot to liv in, free from all troubles and 
annoyances of life, and encounters every acci- 
dent that fortune can bring upon him with a be- 
coming calmness.—Cicero’s Tusculan Disputations. 


“You allow that it would hav been my vocation 
to bea nun had I been a Catholic ?? Virginia asked 
in a strange voice. ‘Yes, and as a Catholic I 
would hav respected your choice," Ringrave an- 
gwered, “though as a Catholic I should hav de- 
plored the false view of goodness which takes 
from this life the purest and finest natures to shut 
them up in a living tomb where they can dono 
good toanyone!” “We are the last in the world 
to uphold the Romish church, with all itserrors of 
doctrin and superstition,” said Hermione, speak- 
ingas she had been taught. ‘But you ‘must in 
fairness allow us Anglicans the same vocation.” 
Ringrave shook his head. ‘ No, 1 do not,” he said 
gently. **A woman can do better for herself and 
the world than by incarcerating herself and re- 
nouncing all practical usefulness. A mother is of 
more value than a nun."—Mrs. Linton’s Under 
Which Lord? 
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lotes and Glipgings. 


Tug manuscript of Burns’s poem, ‘‘ The 
Whistle,” has recently been purchased for 
£283 by Lord Rosebery. 


Tne Boston barber arrested for cutting a 
man’s hair on Sunday has been acquitted. 
His lawyer quoted 1 Cor. xi, 14, “Doth not 
even nature itself teach you that if a man hav 
long hair it isa shame unto him?" and the 
judges were overpowered and let the culprit 
go. 

Tue Canadian Pacific Railroad owns the 
heaviest locomotiv in the world. It weighs 
eighty tons. The next heaviest is the South- 
ern Pacific's, seventy-seven tons; the third 
weighs seventy-two and a half tons, and is on 
the Northern Pacific; and Brazil owns the 
fourth, weighing seventy-two tons. 


Tue Rev. Mr. Ward, of Englewood, N. J., 
who shot his wife, though not fatally, and 
then some time afterward committed suicide, 
left a will disposing of property worth about 
$25,000, the proceeds of his two former mar- 
riages. His widow’s name is not mentioned 
in the will, though it was drawn two days 
after the shooting. 


A DAILY paper published one day last week 
che confession of the Methodist Janitor Titus, 
of the Hackettstown, N. J., Institute, who 
murdered Tillie Smith. The confession re- 
lates with considerable circumstantiality that 
the janitor and the girl had been criminally 
intimate, and that the killing was accidental. 
Before night on the day of publication An- 
thony Comstock appeared in the district 


attorney’s office and demanded a warrant for 
the arrest of the editor of the paper for cir- 
culating obscene literature. The warrant 
was not granted. Titus’s confession is full 
of pious asseverations, but is generally be- 
lieved to be a pure fabrication. 


QUEEN Kaproxant of the Sandwich Islands 
visited our schools last week. She was 
greatly surprised to learn that New York ex- 
pends $4,000,000 annually for educational 
purposes, and that the pupils number nearly 
double her entire kingdom. The queen was 
royally entertained in Boston, that city hav- 
ing paid nearly $18,000 for hotel bills, car- 
riage hire, flowers, and music for her and her 
numerous attendants. 


Two revivalists at Park Ridge, N. J., hav 
got into trouble by calling people indiscrim- 
inately “ devils and sons of devils.” One of 
them, named Mason, applied that epithet to 
a Sunday-school teacher, and the latter 
yanked him out of his pulpit by the beard, 
and a free fight followed. The place is in a 
state of excitement over the affair, and the 
evangelists are threatened with tar and feath- 
ers unless they moderate the tenor of their 
discourses. 


Tax joke in the following from the Sun 
will be seen when it is recollected that the 
thirsty New Yorker must ferry the Hudson 
to Hoboken if he desires to drink a glass of 
beer on Sunday: ‘Wife (returning from 
church): ‘How beautifully the choir sang 
* One More River to Cross!”’ Husband: 
* Yes, and that reminds me that I hav an en- 
gagement in Hoboken this afternoon?" A 
great many church-goers are having engage- 
ments across the river on these dry Sunday 
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afternoons, If the object of the Sunday law 
in New York is to encourage church attend- 
ance, it is a failure. The worshiper could 
always get his drink on the way to church, 
so that his religious devotions were not inter. 
fered with. Now that he must go to New 
Jersey for the drink, attendance upon divine 
service is impracticable. 


In Louisville, N. A., and C. Railway Co. 
vs, Frawley, the Indiana Supreme Court has 
recently held that the mere fact that one who 
sustains an injury by the negligent act of an- 
other may hay been at the time of such in- 
jury acting in disobedience of the Sunday 
laws of the state, will not prevent a recovery 
from the party whose wrongful or negligent 
act was the proximate cause of such injury. 


Last Sunday, as I did my constitutional on 
the avenue, says a writer on the Star, I over- 
heard one of those neat, lap-seamed, @ la 
militaire, ecru spring jackets say to another 
ditto, outside one of the fashionable churches: 
* Why, Belle, I thought you were a Uni- 
tarian?” ‘Yes, we were,” was the reply, 
“ but ma and I hav joined the Episcopalians. 
We like their forms better.” ‘‘ Their forms ?" 
“Yes; you get up and down so much, you 
know, your dress doesn’t get crumpled.” 


Tug Rev. Mr. Schabehorn, of Nyack, N. Y., 


tried by the presbytery for drunkenness, con- 


fesses his fault, but pleads in excuse that “‘at 
every wedding, christening, and social event 
beer and wine flow freely, and if the minister 
refuses to drink he givs offense." He prom- 
ises, however, to risk giving offense rather 
than get drunk any more. Another charge 
against Mr. Schabehorn is that he has been 
guilty of “ criminal conversation ” with wo- 


men, and his confession on that point is 
awaited with interest. 


Mr. Bayarp, United States secretary of 
state, has recently signed a treaty with the 
Russian government under which political 
refugees from that country may be arrested 
in this. In behalf of the Russian-Americans 
in New York a great many people are pro- 
testing against the treaty, and on Thursday 
evening of last week a mass-meeting was 
held at Cooper Institute. Among the speak- 
ers was Dr. McGlynn, who said: ‘‘I do not 
stand here to justify the assassination of the 
czar, although I should not put any crape on 
my hat if he should be killed. I hav the 
profoundest respect for conscience, and even 
though conscience should be erroneous a 
man is following a heroic part in following 
his conscience. There are noble, grand, and 
heroic men who believe it to be their duty to 
kill the czar, and I respect their opinions. 
It js not the duty of the Senate to decide this 
question of conscience for them." A letter 
from Col. R. G. Ingersoll was read as follows : 
« With every drop of my blood I am opposed 
to any treaty with Russia by which the 
United States shall be bound to deliver to the 
agents of that infamous government men who 
hav simply been charged with politica! 
crimes. A Russian who does not oppose the 
despotism of the czar is & criminal, and one 
who does is a patriot and hero. No such 
treaty should be made while Siberia is thc 
tomb of the bravest and the best. This gov- 
ernment should side with the struggling, 
with the oppressed, and no true American 
should hav the slightest sympathy with the 
tyrants, the usurpers, the enemies of the hu- 
man race, called kings and czars.” 
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(Gommunicafions. 


Tales Told Out of School. 
VI. 
THE ANDOVER CASE 

Was just on the tapis at the time of this interview 
` with my combatant, and more to gratify my curiosity 
in seeing what an intelligent Infidel would think of 
it, I asked his opinion of the case. °“ Thank you,” 
said he, “for calling my attention to that subject. It 
proves and illustrates my position that the indefina- 
ble thing called religion has no power to make even 
eultivated men frank, honorable, and honest, but 
converts them, on the first temptation, into cunning 
tricksters. If in the matter of land or money wordly 
people would act as fraudulently as these Andover 
professors do, they would be sent to the penitentiary, 
like the New York aldermen, as unmitigated rogues. 
You seem shocked at what I say, but look at thecase. 
Here was a large sum of money contributed by Cal- 
vinistie Christians of the Congregational church to 
endow a theological seminary where young men 
should be qualified to preach the orthodox system to 
the New England churches. Remembering how the 
funds of Harvard University had been stolen by the 
Unitarians, and prostituted to the teaching of a the- 
ology emasculated of all its stalwart and manly 
features; remembering, too, how the pious Jacob, 
the patron saint of all religious rogues, had robbed 
his nobler brother of his birthright and his father’s 
blessing by simulating the hairy hands of Esau, 
these orthodox donors consulted the lawyers, and 
under their directions put every conceivable obstacle 
in the way of such another alienation. Then they 
died, believing that Andover, like Princeton, would, 
as & perennial fountain, send forth its streams of 
orthodox influence to the end of time, to keep sound 
and growing all the churches of their faith. The 
founders of the Andover school of theology knew what 
orthodoxy is. They were familiar with the teachings 
of Jonathan Edwards, the great Calvin of the New 
England states. They knew that the Five Points of 
Calvinism, as they are called, are as logical as the 
multiplication table, and that if one were admitted to 
be true, and he who made the admission knew how 
to reason, all the rest of them must be true also. 
According to this system, the heathen in foreign 
lands were in a totally and hopelessly lost condition, 
because ‘ there is no other name under heaven given 
among men whereby we must be saved’ but the name 
of Jesus, and the heathen, never having heard of this 
name, must of course be exposed to eternal damna- 
tion. The whole enterprise of foreign missions was 
based upon this scriptural tenet, and the churches 
proved their faith in it by contributing millions upon 
millions of money to put the heathen into a salvable 
condition at least, if by any means they might save 
some. But the sagacious heathen, when they saw 
that, by the new religion offered to them by the mis- 
sionaries, all their ancestors were not only dead, but 
damned, because they had not believed in a Christ 
or & Bible which they never heard of, gave the cold 
shoulder to such a religion, and, to take the stumbling- 
block out of the way of their becoming Christians and 
joining the mission churches, the new doctrin of a 
second probation is cooked up, forming an olla- 
podrida, or incongruous melange, the like of which 
the world never heard of before. You see, these mis- 
sionaries hav found a bonanza which they value at 
its true worth. They liv like nabobs in their bunga- 
lows, and are pensioned for life on the funds of the 
ehureh. Nothing endangers them but the fact, if it 
were spread among the churches at home, that. the 
whole foreign missionary enterprise is the most 
eolossal fraud and humbug of the age, since the few 
eonversions they make are among the lowest classes 
of the Eastern nations. And so, to gull the people 
at home, and keep their purse-strings loose, and with 
the hope of increasing their converts as proof of their 
success, they propitiate the heathen by teaching that 
the departed souls of their ancestors, now locked up 
in the prisons of hell, will hav a second probation or 
chance in the next world, as if they had had a first 
chance in this. But look at the monstrous absurdity 
and utterunscripturalness of the idea! Paul says of 
the present gospel, that it is ‘the wisdom of God, and 
the power of God unto salvation! That is to say, 
that the divine attributes of infinit wisdom, power, 
and goodness were exhausted in originating the gos- 
pel as a method of carrying out the purposes of God 
concerning the human race as fallen. Under this 
system the stream of human destiny, like the mighty 
Mississippi, has been flowing down from the date of 
the fall in the Garden of Eden through sixty centuries 
of time, bearing countless millions of unredeemed 
souls to the gulf of perdition, God saving by a mira- 
cle of grace only a comparativ handful, as the very 
best that he could do in the circumstances of the 
ease. Could the imaginary church and gospel of the 
probationists, when set up in the next world, be and 
do any more than this? And if these instrumentali- 
ties, put in activ operation under a new dispensation, 
beginning with the Christian church eighteen hun- 
dred years ago, with the Holy Ghost to help, hav 


failed to the extent that the church containing the 
redeemed is still a very ‘little flock,’ what hope is 


there that it will be any better in the ‘second’ pro-. 


bation church of the future? No, sir,” said my com- 
batant, waxing warm, “the Andover men hav out- 
grown the creed which they swore they believed and 
would teach when they were installed in office. They 
hav snug, warm houses to liv in, and large salaries, 
and, like the missionaries, are pensioned for life; 
and to keep these privileges they hav resorted to 
tricks which, if a lawyer would practice in his profes- 
sion, would cause him to be disbarred and driven 
from court in disgrace. The second probation idea 
is stamped with folly and childishness on its face, 
and would hav been laughed out of existence when 
first announced had it not been for the amazing 
credulity of the Christian people, which makes them 
like to be humbugged, and because there are vast 
funds and comfortable places at stake. For what 
can be a nicer berth in this world of ups and downs, 
and bread and butter, than a well-furnished house, 
out of which no landlord can warn you, & good, 
punctually-paid salary, and a chair in a theological 
seminary where the professor performs his perfunc- 
tory devotions for afew minutes every day, and reads 
over to a new class of students every year his old 
fox-tail lectures, reeking with the lore of the Dark 
Ages crammed into the Confession of Faith, which 
they are sworn to teach? If it were not for a con: 
science and a sense of honor which forbid, Infidel as 
Iam, I might be tempted, for such a comfortable 
consideration as I hav mentioned, to do as the 
Andover professors do.” 
FOREIGN MISSIONS. 

At this point I interjected a question as to his 
opinion of the foreign missionary enterprise itself. 
* Why, sir,” said he, “it is the biggest swindle ever 
practiced on the credulity of this or any other age. 
It exceeds the imposture of the oracle at Delphos, 
where the Pythian priestess, on her tripod, levied 
willing contributions from the Greeks for ages. It 
is a meaner money-making trick than the one played 
for centuries and still kept up by the Catholic priests 
on the Neapolitans by the liquefaction of the blood of 
Saint Januarius. The way the church people in this 
country contribute money to the cause of missions 
proves them to be the most gullible of mankind. 
And the way the managers at home doctor up the re- 
ports of the missionaries abroad, so as to blind the 
eyes and bleed the purses of their dupes, proves 
what I said before, that the sentiment called religion 
allows its devotees to do the meanest and most un- 
principled things. If the church, in her benevolence, 
would send a domestic missionary into some settle- 
ment on our Western frontier to save the souls of 
our countrymen, furnish him with a house, and good 
salary, and put him on the funds as a pensioner for 
life, and then find, after twenty years of ‘labor’ in 
his vocation, that there were ‘more children born in 
six months thanthe adults he had converted in all that 
time ; if, I say, the people would visit the field and 
see how they had been swindled and their benev- 
olence abused, they would giv up the business of 
soul-saving in disgust. But the heathen: are 
thousands of miles away, and all the knowledge they 
hav comes through corrupt channels. The agents of 
the missionary society at home, and the missionaries 
themselvs, conspire effectually to hoodwink the peo- 
ple and make them believe that thousands of the 
heathen are annually converted to Christianity, and 
the whole of them soon will be if the Christians at 
home only contribute liberally to the cause.” 

* But," I asked, “ are not some of the heathen con- 
verted, and do they not join the church?" “Yes,” 
said he, “ but in India and China, where most of the 
missions are located, humanity swarms: in millions, 
and is as cheap as dirt. The most of them belong to 
the lowest class, are ignorant, and poor as poverty 
itself, are of no account, and can be hired at a few pen- 
nies a day to dress up and parade as Christian con- 
verts. Who ever heard of any of the intelligent 
classes among the Hindoos or Chinese being con- 
verted? If there are any such they are as rare as 
white blackbirds. A friend of mine, in a city where 
was located the largest mission station in the empire, 
had a missionary periodical put into his hands which 
had just been received from England, containing the 
annual report of the condition and prospects of 
that mission, made by the reverend gentlemen who 
composed it, with the request of the merchant who 
handed it to him that he would read it carefully and 
compare the statements made in its pages with the 
facts in the case as he had seen them with his own 
eyes. He met the English merchant a few days after 
having read the document, and in conversation re- 
marked that he could not believe it possible that men 
professing to be religious, and whom he went to hear 
preach every Sunday, could misrepresent facts as these 
missionaries had done. ‘ Why,’ said the merchant, 
‘it is their very religion that makes them falsifiers of 
the truth. It is the old doctrin of pious frauds 
which the church has practiced from the first century 
of its existence, and which has always been justified 
because the lies told and the robberies committed are 
for the glory of God and the good of his blood- 


bought church.’ 


‘subject, one way or the other. 


* While on this subject of meanness and dishon- 
esty, which religion of all kinds allows its votaries to 
commit without blushing, I need not go. to India for 
example. Look at the Tract Society, the Bible So- 
ciety, which, I believe, are close corporations in law, 
that chose their own successors in office, and are not 
accountable to their constituents who furnish the 
funds they handle; the Methodist Book Concern, 
and all the other societies for the collection and dis- 
bursement of money for religious purposes managed 
chiefly by the clergy. What a revelation might be 
made if experts were sent to examin the accounts! 
But, as before remarked, the religious public like to 
be humbugged. The seamstress in her garret, where 
she works at starvation wages—provided sheis pious 
—likes to contribute of her hard earnings for the 
support of the dear, self-denying missionaries, and 
for the maintenance and education of the able-bodied, 
pious young men who are studying for the gospel 
ministry ; and she would frown upon me and call me 
an Infidel if I would undertake to show her the fact 
that she was robbed by.the meanest kind of thieves, 
and that her pittance, no larger than the farmer's 
‘widows mite,’ and so sincerely given, went, with 
thousands more like it, into the insatiable maws of’ a 
priesthood, who trade in religion as the brokers do 
in watered stocks and ‘futures.’” 

* My friend,” said I, at the close of his utterance, 
“I thank you for the candor you hav manifested 
during this conversation in giving me the ideas and 
purposes of the Infidels. I must confess, if you are 
a representativ man, as I take you to be, that you are 
a people with glass breasts, whose opinions, motivs, 
and plans are apparent to all who wish to ascertain 
them. You hav no secret mental reservations; you 
don’t seem inclined to force, distort, or explain away 
the facts of nature to round out your views into a 
system, but take them as they are. And while I am 
in deadly opposition to your doctrins and schemes, 
I must regard you as honorable antagonists. There 
is, however, one more topic on which I should like to 
hear you speak before we part, and that is, God. 
Do you believe in a personal God who created and 
governs all things?” To this he replied: “On this 
subject I am neither a Deist nor an Atheist, but an 
Agnostic. I neither affirm nor deny; neither do I 
believe or disbelieve, any more than I do the propo- 
sition that the planet Jupiter is inhabited by human 
beings, because there is no conclusiv evidence on the 
If we are left without 
any positiv proof of the existence of a God, or if our 
faculties are too weak to perceive it, the most modest 
position a man can take is to say frankly, I do not 
know. To see the confidence with which each of the 
hundreds of sectarians declares that he knows all 
about God and the universe, one would suppose that 
he was on speaking and visiting terms with him, 
and frequently entertained him at dinner. But the 
Agnostic, when he stands before the illimitable üni- 
verse, is appalled with a sense of his own insignifi- 
cance and ignorance, and reverently says of its origin, 
Ido not know. But I look with favor on the theory 
which attributes to matfer itself, in its infinit forms, 
all the phenomena which for ages we hav been in the 
habit of ascribing to a personal God. Since the dis- 
coveries of Newton, thinking men, whose religion has 
produced in them no obliquity of vision, and who are 
judges and jurors, instead of attorneys at law with 
the church as their client, are coming to agree that 
matter is not only eternal in existence, but self-en- 
dowed with the force of attraction, which keeps the 
planets in their orbits, and prevents collision. Look 


at the force of matter in the human body which, 


when a. man is sound asleep, pumps the blood by 
main force into the arterial system, carrying life andi 
health everywhere from crown to sole; and when its 
oxygen is used up, bringing it back by the venous 
circulation to the lungs, where it is replenished with 
new life from the atmosphere. Cut and tie up an 
artery in a man’s arm above the elbow, and imme- 
diately nature, as we call that force in physiology, will 
begin the anastomosing process of digging an arti- 
ficial channel, and constructing a new pipe, for con- 
veying the arterial blood to the parts of the arm 
below the elbow. This is an exhibition of the inher- 
ent and intelligent force of matter, and evidences de- 
sign. A few centuries ago, before the birth of science, 
if a man born before his time had announced such 
truths to the world, he would hav been sent by the 
church to prison. Roger Bacon, in the fifteenth 
century, for the crime of knowing how to grind glass 
pebbles, and make magnifying spectacles, thus giving 
old people new eyes, was charged by the church with 
being in league with the devil, and put into prison. 
The phenomena of life were then attributed to mir- 
acle, but now we ascribe them to the infinit capabili- 
ities of matter. While I admit that in this whole 
class of subjects there are difficulties which science 
has not yet solved, I think there are fewer in the 
theory I favor than in any other. I am content, 
therefore, to wait for new knowledge. If it shall 
come to me before I die, or afterwards, how glad I 
will be to receive it! If my being is extinguished at 
death, I will share the fate, as a fact in nature, of all 
the countless millions who hav gone before me to the 
realms of shade. 
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' “In your complimentary remarks a moment ago 
_ concerning the Infidels, which I duly appreciate, you 

spoke of our plans and purposes. Our purpose is to 

free the human intellect and conscience from the 
bondage of religion. And our plan, or method, to 
accomplish this purpose is free discussion. We aim 
not to form an organization with a creed as a bond 
of union, nor a political party to exercise power, but 
to make every human being consciously free to think, 
. to weigh evidence, and to cometo a conclusion. The 
chureh has the start of us by eighteen hundred years, 
' during most of which time her authority was un- 
questioned. But we hav the freedom of speech and 
of the press, and what is more, with all due defer- 
ence, a system of truth consistent with nature. And 
although you do not believe it, I think your grand- 
children wiil see, if your children do not anticipate 
them, that the prevalence of our opinions will not 
result in Anarchy, moral or political, but in making 
our fellow-beings wiser, better, and happier than they 
ever were under the reign of the church supersti- 
lion. Farewell!" 

At the close of this meeting I took my leave, and 
while all was fresh in my recollection, made a record 
in my journal of the substance of the conversation as 
stated above. My experience with the Infidels thus 
far has convinced me of one thing, that the poliey of 
representing them in our pulpits and jourvals as a 
class without character and influence, is not only a 
mistake but a dangerous one. They are wide awake, 
and know what they are about. But the church, 
asleep, and fortified by numbers, wealth, and organi- 
zation, are as ignorant of what is going on outside 
as the Babylonians were when Cyrus, with the 
Persian army at his back, was breaking down the 
brazen gates of the Euphrates, and preparing to in- 
vade and conquer the city. i 

a — — 


The Unsettled Question. 


Whatever may be urged against it, no question is 
. more important, or more imperativly demanding a 
settlement, than that which is caused by the relations 
of capital and labor. It is.very evident that the 
present condition of things cannot long continue. 
The general dissatisfaction, which is not confined to 
the most ignorant and the poorest, is a proof that we 
are on the eve of some important changes in our com- 
mon life. - 

Whatever allowances we may make for individual 
inequalities, no one can deny that something is fun- 
damentally wrong when, in a land of plenty, such 
contrasts exist in the possessions of men. The rec- 
ognition of this fact is, in itself, a great step for a 
nation to make in one century. Great wealth in the 
hands of the few is absolutely more dangerous than 
universal poverty. Its’ tendency is to constantly 

` interfere with both legislation and commerce, and to 
conquer by one means or the other every weak com- 
petitor. The rights of the individual are second to 
the rights of property. Such a reversal of natural 
rights can end only in discontent and revolution. 

Not only so, but the social and other distinctions 
brought about by such iniquitous means cause the 
extremes of society to look with fear or suspicion on 
each other. The great body of people who form 
what is called “the middle class" are in constant 
danger from any warfare between the two extremes. 
Whichever way we look, we may discern the serious 
results of any other inequality among men than that 
which is natural. No nation can be at peace with 
itself, even if it be a republic, when every state insti- 
tution is controled by wealth. People may complain, 
then, of the restlessness of the laborers; but every 
violation of the rights of one by another class will 

` but intensify the resulting uneasiness. 

There is no wisdom in joining in the clamor 
against wealth, where it has been honestly acquired. 
No conceivable system of life wi!l produce equality of 
wealth among men. And a coerced equality, could it 
even be thought of, would be the worst system of all. 

The whole of this great controversy may be 
summed up in two questions: What should be done 
by the state to adjust the difficulties of the situation? 
and, What should the individual do? It is hardly 
possible for anyone to fully discern the respectiv du- 
ties of the state on the one hand, and of the individ- 
ual on the other. One thing is very certain. That 
which can be done by the one should not be under- 
taken by the other. And any attempt to supplant 
each other from its proper sphere can end only in 
vexatious controversy. But how are we to ascertain 
what should be done by the state alone, and what by 
the individual? The principal consideration is that 
what is established for a national purpose should be 
owned or controled by the people collectivly in con- 
tradistinction to corporations owning and controling 
it, Take, for instance, the system of railroads. 
There can hardly be any question of the justice and 

` utility of the national government having ‘absolute 
control of it. Not that I suppose that the ownership 
of the railroads by the general government is per- 
pectly free from objection; but that, under the pres- 
ent system of ownership, the people are exposed to 
the merciless avarice of railroad corporations. Every 
law that has been, or will be, passed, in relation to 


the control or regulation of railroads, will only show 
the increasing necessity of the state purchasing and 
owning them. The English people likewise are per- 
ceiving the same necessity. And if evils exist’ on 
either side, we hav to choose between an evil of mon- 
strous extortion and interference from railroad com- 
panies, and industrial officialism. I do not believe 
in state Socialism; nor is this measure akin toit. No 
serious objection has been brought against the gen- 
eral efficiency and cheapness of our postal system; 
and its, management by the general government 
affords a guaranteee of equal efficiency in a similar 
control of the railroads. I cannot recapitulate the 
numerous advantages accruing from this in a brief 
article. I will refer only to an objection I hav often 
heard brought against it. It is said that it would 
establish a tyranny inconceivably worse than that 
which now exists. How that can be so, I fail to see. 
Everyone knows that until recently no tyranny was 
more extortionate than that of the railroad companies 
in carrying freight to non-competitiv points. Not 
only so. The great amount of capital invested, and 
the insane desire for more, has been a constant men- 
ace to legislation and industry in every state of the 
union. That would be forever removed in case the 
people owned the railroads. It is not rash to say 
that if the people will not own the railroads, the 
railroads will own the people. It is not difficult to 
make a choice between such things. Now for the 
objection. Instead of establishing a system of tyr- 
anny of officials over employees, it would be the most 
successful method of civil service reform that could 
be adopted. Competency in each workman would 
be indispensable; and political partisanship as a con- 
dition of promotion would be insanity. Whatever 
other objections may be brought against this plan, 
the counter objection remains unanswered—that 
great wealth, that rich corporations, hav no pity for 
the laboring masses. 

The land question calls for afew remarks. This 
is, perhaps, one of the most difficult problems of the 
day. Not simply is it difficult to devise an equitable 
system of land ownership, but. after that is done, the 
difficulty of accomplishing it remains. We can more 
easily say what should not be done than what should. 
So far as the people collectivly are concerned, no indi- 
vidual or corporation should be permitted to enter 
the public domain and own immense tracts of land. 
I here refer to land grants to railroads, and to spec- 
ulators in land. Evils innumerable hav. been pro- 
duced by these two causes. And no remedy is 
worthy of consideration that does not strike at the 
very root of the evil. Every ethical consideration 
shows the infamy of the state legalizing the whole- 
sale speculation in land. In every instance the poor 
settler has suffered from the rich speculator. These 
&nd similar measures are what seem to me to be 
both necessary and right. To impose upon the state, 
a8 Socialism urges, the care of each and all would be 
intolerable. It may be that there would be no poor 
to care for if riches had no special privilege from law. 

Now, what should the individual do? First and 
foremost, intelligence is imperativly necessary. We 
shall be cursed with fraud and imposition so long às 
the majority are hoodwinked with impudent flattery. 
Justice can never reign where ignorance prevails. 
Intelligence is a concrete force, and without it every 
man is exposed to the intrigues of his fellow-man. 
In a general sense, good laws and the spirit of free- 
dom can exist only when the people are intelligent. 
It has become a duty for every man to inform himself 
on the issues of the age in which he livs. Ignorance 
is criminal. 

It becomes necessary for everybody to rightly un- 
derstand the purpose and sphere of government, and 
to protest against any invasion of individual rights. 
It is doubtful whether there is a city or state in the 
Union that has not continually interfered with per- 
sonal rights. JI am not here referring to those cases 
where all hav to contribute to the support of the 
government. But in nearly every instance, rings and 
cliques, composed as a rule of dishonest men, manage 
our city and state affairs. The only successful rem- 
edy for such an evil is intelligence. It is folly to 
attempt to abolish the government in order to rid 
ourselvs of the evils which accompany it. 

The habits of industry and sobriety are essential. 
Each should contribute to the general good by devot- 
ing his abilities to that work for which he is best 
qualified. If every man were willing to work, there 
would be but little want, or misery, or crime. 

Then the rights of men as corporations should be 
fully understood and zealously defended. The idea 
that a rich and successful man is necessarily dishon- 
est, and that the poor man is necessarily honest, is 
both vicious and false. The past has proven that 
corporate wealth has been of inestimable value to 
man, and that the laborer as well as the capitalist 
has shared its benefits. And it is equally true of 
every invention and discovery that was ever made. 

There need be no revolt against the rights of 
invested capital. But there is a need of more self- 
reliance, more personal temperance, more industry, 
and of strict attention of everyone to his own busi- 
ness. J. L. ANDRREW. 

Liberal, Mo. 


-he is. 


Sympathy for God. 


More than any person that I hav ever known, or 
read about, I pity God. There is somewhat inex- 
pressibly sad in the existence of this divine being. 
He has absolutely no companionship that can cheer 
his solitude. I wonder if he does not sometimes 
wish he was & man, so he could enjoy life and hav a 
good time. What heart would not be touched at 
thought of this lonely being? Poor God! I pity 
him. He has been a widower for hundreds of years. 
Think of living all this time without & female com- 
pauion. It is true he has one son; and a ghost for 
a household attendant. But there can be no family 
comforts or joys without a person of the opposit sex 
in the house. No wife, no sister, no daughter! Ido 
not see what God has to liv for. The divine house- 
hold is composed of all males. It is a kind of mon- 
astery. When I think of God, I rejoice that I am a 
man. I cannot see much fun in being the “ruler of 
the universe.” I would not swap places with the 
deity, even if he would offer boot. I would not be 
God for any consideration. From a human stand- 
point, God is a pitiable person. m 

All that makes human life bright, sweet, and desir- 
able is denied the deity. It may be that there is 
compensation for his hard lot. I hopeso. I will do 
anything to make it pleasanter for him. But what 
an undesirable life he must lead! He never takes a 
vacation; never leaves his business; never runs off 
for a pleasure trip. He can't. Think of being every- 
where so as you can go nowhere. “God is every- 
where, in everything." He cannot move an inch; if 
he did, he would step on himself. What a wretched 
feeling it must be, spread out all over the universe ! 
I do not see how he can ever pull himself together. 
Think of à man having his head in Alaska, his feet in 
Brazil, one hand in China, and the other in England. 


| Imagin having to lean over the whole of North 


America to pull your boots on. The thought that 
God is everywhere makes the divine existence “ too 
thin." 

If one wished to call upon the deity, where would 
he look for.the door-bell? Think of God as you 
will, you must pity him. He may hav worlds at his 
feet, but if he never held bis own baby on his knee, 
he has missed the highest happiness that the ele- 
ments hav evolved. I never liked the divine way of 
bringing up a family, nor his employing a ghost: to 
do his courting for him. A child running over the 
fields of heaven would hav brought a less orthodox 
expression on the divine countenance. God is a very 
solemn being. There seems to be an everlasting 
sadness in his face. Let us not condemn the deity 
for his coldness. Perhaps, if we knew all he has to 
suffer and endure, we should be as solemn and sad as 
A man who has a pleasant home, a loving 
wife, and fair, sweet child knows nothing of the dark, 


terrible solitude where love sheds no light and 
warmth; where sympathy presses not its hand of 
cheer and courage upon the tired, weary brow. But 
I pity God most of all for being obliged to hear the 
complaints of mortals. I should think he would 
ring his chestnut gong on those ministers who hav 
been praying for the same things for so many years. 


— o 
Instructions for the Lord's Supper. 


A printed set of ‘‘ Hints to Communicants" which has 

been forwarded to us, says the London Freethinker, is rather 
amusiug. The ‘‘ Hints" are really most particular injuuc- 
tious emphasized by the language of priestly authoritativness 
and by the plentiful use of special large type for the most 
important part of each regulation. The authoritativ hints 
commence thus, the words italicized being in extra large 
black type: . 
. “1, The Blessed Sacrament should be received fasting : 
this means that you should take no food or drink after.mid- 
night, not eveu & drop of water or & dose of medicin is al- 
lowed." 

The thought of the precious body and blood being allowed 
to mingle in the stomach with an early rasher or cup of 
coffee, or in the intestins with a dose of jalap or castor oil, is 
too distressing for the Christiau to contemplate. 

Passing over minor instructions about removing gloves 
and veils, and the mauuer of kneeling and bowing, we come 
to the following : 1 

* 7. Your hauds should be held up as high as your chin, 
and the Sacred Host should be received in the palm of the 
right hand resting flat upou the left, and so conveyed care- 
fully to the mouth.” Take care that no particle remains un- 
consumed on your hand." 

The dreadful consequences of leaving particles unconsumed 
is illustrated in the tale of the rat, which we took from the 
colums of La Semaine Anticléricale. The parson of this East 
London church would hardly like to be compelled to swallow 
all the rats and mice that frequent his church; and to allow 
any of the sacred crumbs to be swept away with the ordinary 
dust would be the hight of impiety. ‘ Hint” No. 8 givs a 
number of separate commands which run thus: 

«g. Guide the Chalice firmi with both hands to your 
PDA not take more than one small drop of the Precious 
um your lips together, so that no drop may escape. 

** Men with hair on their lips should be most careful. 

* Never wipe your lips with your handkerchicf. 

“Never take your hands away from the Chalice with a 

jerk, or bow your head suddenly ; women with large hats or 
bonnets should be particularly careful about this.” 
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News and Notes. 


I lectured at Lodi Saturday evening, May 7th. 
Although short notice was given, the hall was full, 
and the discourse on “The New Heaven and Earth” 
was favorably received. Lodi is a pretty place of 
about fifteen hundred inhabitants, and in the midst 
of an excellent farming country. A system of irriga- 
tion is under way by which the resources of the soil 
. will be materially increased, and without doubt this 
will be one of the richest producing sections of Cali- 
fornia. With plenty of water it will be almost un- 
equaled for its wealth of fruit and grain. 

Ifound some excellent pioneer workers in Lodi. 
Dr. Gordon is one who never flinches in the expres- 
sion of his opinions. The ministers tackle him but 
once. They get enough of it at the first interview, 
and pay due respect thereafter to the doctor’s ideas, 
and don’t press him for a change of heart.” George 
Hogan, who presided at the meeting, is another 
stanch frontiersman of freedom. I was pleased also 
to meet Mrs. Laura DeForce Gordon, who is one of 
. the most prominent lawyers in the state—a noble 
representativ of woman’s genius and perseverance. 
Judge Callaway and others were present from Locke 
ford, where there is quite a gathering of Liberals. 
W. M. Bernard was present from Bartlett Springs. 
He arranged the debate which took place a few years 
ago at Elliott, a town near by, between Colonel 
Kelso and a Campbellite preacher, which created a 
big excitement, and our gallant colonel increased by 
hundreds the ranks of Infidelity. W.N. Moss, Amos 
Gove, etc., are of the Lodi phalanx, and I hope again 
to greet these generous soldiers of humanity. 

Fully a-thousand people were present at the Avon 
Theater, Stockton, Sunday evening, to listen to the 

“Glory of Infidelity.” I guess I shall hav to put 
Stockton in the front rank of our Liberal forces. 

.There are experienced leaders here, and they know 
how to giv prestige to the cause. "Their Paine cele- 
bration last winter was a most brilliant success, and 
probably there was the largest attendance to it of 
any in the country, as at least fifteen hundred people 
were present. W. F. Freeman, Chas. Haas, A. Blos- 
som, G. C. Hyatt, J. C. Gage, Emile Dreyfous, A. T. 
Hudson, W. S. Fowler, F. T. Baldwin, P. G. Sharp, 
I. S. Bostwick, with their families, and many others 
make an intellectual and social influence that is broad 
and deep for Liberal improvement. These friends 
hav contributed several hundred dollars to giv Free- 
thought and philosophic literature to the public 
library of Stockton, and this is a noble instrumental- 
ity of agitation and progress. Mr. Freeman himself 
has sold nearly a thousand dollars’ worth of Liberal 
publications at the lowest possible prices, receiving 
no remuneration for his own efforts, but sometimes 
being out of pocket, in order to extend the circula- 
tion of books and pamphlets for reform and educa- 
tion. Such work as this in every community would 
soon create a vast enthusiasm for justice, humanity, 
and radical ideas. 

San Joaquin is, they say, the “ boss” valley of the 
state. Its production of grain is enormous, and 
Stockton is the shipping-point mainly. It has direct 
water communication with Europe, and hundreds of 
ships transport to the markets of the world the pro- 
duce of this vast and splendid valley. The climate 
is genial, like that of southern California, while there 
are more facilities for water, and a much larger extent 
of fruitful soil. Oranges, lemons, limes, grapes, 
apples, peaches, prunes, apricots, cherries, figs, 
almonds, etc., can be raised with profit, and almost 
every variety of grain and vegetable. Hitherto the 
farms hav been large, consisting of hundreds and 
thousands of acres, and they hav not been skilfully 
and carefully cultivated. The need is to break up 
the large farms into small farms of ten and twenty 
acres, and then the wonderful facilities of this valley 
will be developed. 

I was pleased to meet Mr. and Mrs. T. J. Pope at 
Stockton, who liv about fifteen miles in the country, 
but who were present at both lectures. They take 
Tue Truta SEEKER, and that is the reason, I guecs, 
of their liberality and enthusiasm. Nothing like a 
good paper to keep friends in the front rank. Mr. 
Pope told a Catholic neighbor of his that if he would 
read Tae Teruras Srexur carefully for three years, and 
at the end of that time was still a faithful Catholic, 
he would giv him a ranch worth ten thousand dollars. 
The man did not accept the offer. He was afraid to 
take the risk, even with the prospect of a ten-thou- 
sand-dollar ranch provided he kept the faith. I 
don’t think there is a single minister in the land who 
would accept the same offer. Not even Sam Jones 
could read Tur Truru SzrxER three years and save 
his faith and win the ranch. 

I had the pleasure of taking lunch with Fred 
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Schuenemann Pott and his confrères around a table 
where he has gathered with íriends for the last 
fifteen years or so, and he has kept a record of every 
nieal of those present, etc., and the names of many a 
noted Freethinker, reformer, and scholar can be 
found in this remarkable list. Schuenemann Pott isa 
brilliant representativ of advanced German thought 
and genius. He has a permanent congregation at 
San Francisco, and lectures throughout the country 
in German and English and is equally eloquent in 
both. Heis an attractiv and scholarly speaker, and 
it was a gratification indeed to meet around the social 
board so genial a man. Our German friends make 
a grand force for Liberal ideas. There will be a 
battle some time with the ecclesiastical forces, and 
when the issue comes the German element, American 
to the core, will be our strenuous allies for freedom. 

I hav had a curious time at Ukiah, up among the 
hills, a hundred and thirty miles from San Francisco. 
I came to Cloverdale and took the stage, and the 
ride through the hills, along the winding Russian 
river, amid stately groves of oak, by the redwood- 


trees where the coach is frequently held up by the. 


deft robber; by the enormous rocks, the Lovers’ 
Leap, where the Indian maiden, they say, found 
refuge from disappointment in death—amid scenes 
lovely, grand, and romantic, ever opening into new 
views of wildness and splendor, now defiles and then 
broad expanses, and far-away pictures of snowy sum- 
mits against the bending sky; amid these, along a 
fine road, the four horses pass with gallant tread, and 
I was not tired a bit when in the sunset light, gor- 
geous over the surrounding hills and green fields, I 
arrived at the really beautiful city of Ukiah—a city 
of course, though it has only fifteen hundred people, 
but it is the metropolitan center of a county one 
hundred miles long and seventy-five miles wide. The 
Ukiah Silver Band summoned the folk to the court 
house, and a fair audience greeted me at my first 
lecture. Two ministers were present. They kept 
quiet for awhile, but one of them, a Rev. Mr. Martin, 
soon felt constrained to leap up in the very midst of 
my discourse and demand an opportunity to reply. 
Mr. MeCowen, the chairman, called him to order and 
assured him that he should hav an opportunity to 
state objections at the end of my lecture. When the 
time came, he was accorded the privilege of speaking 
fifteen minutes to correct me if I was wrong in my 
statements. Instead of doing this, he demanded an 
hour and twenty minutes for a reply, and also half 
the time on the succeeding meeting for debate. 
Immediately upon his heels-the Rev. Mr. Connell, 
with voice of thunder, declared his purpose to answer 
me on the points I presented, and dared me to de- 
bate. He saidI had flung the gauntlet down and he 
was ready to pick it up. For awhile these two cler- 
gymen had it all their own way. When one sat 
down the other got up, and so on, and if our chair- 
man attempted to speak they glared at him as if he 
were an intruder, and ordered him to sit down. Al- 
though the Infidels paid all the expenses of the lect- 
ure, etc., these clergymen seemed to think it was all 
their own affair and they could run it to suit them- 
selvs. However, I made out to edge in a few words 
and inform my clerical opponents that I did not 
come to Ukiah to enter into a general debate, but to 
giv a series of lectures on important Freethought 
subjects, and I intended to carry out that plan at the 
request of my friends and for their instruction and 
that of the community, but in order to giv them a 
chance to combat my points, I would giv them every 
evening one half-hour for criticism; and that was just 
thirty minutes more than they would allow meat any 
of their services. So I gave them a half-hour at each 
succeeding meeting, but they did not avail themselvs 
of the privilege. In order, however, to bring them 
to terms, I offered to return to Ukiah on certain 
dates and enter upon a general debate of the points 
advanced in my lectures. I flung down the challenge 
and dared the clergy to take it up and meet my facts 
and arguments. Well, the Rev. Mr. Connell went 
out of town and left the Rev. Mr. Martin to make 
arrangements for debate. So the Rev. Mr. Martin 
called on me Wednesday afternoon, and wanted to 
know my terms, etc. I said, * Make your affirma- 
tions, and I will meet them.” ‘ What affirmations?” 
he said: I replied, “This, for instance: ‘Christianity 
is of supernatural origin." “I won't affirm that,” he 
said; “but just put it the other way, ‘Christianity is 
not of supernatural origin,’ and I will meet you.” 
The sly fox—I knew then I was dealing with a theo- 
logica! shark, and I meant to bring him to the book. 
I answered him: “I shall not undertake to prove a 
negativ. That is not in logic todo. I will make an 
affirmativ, and stand by it, or you make an affirmativ 
and I will meet you.” - 

The Rev. Martin said: “ We will not affirm. You 
hav come here to attack us, and we are ready to 
meet you.” “All right," I said, “if you refuse to 
affirm, I will affirm." The Rev. Martin assented. 
He also insisted upon six sessions, one each morning 
and evening for three days. I also agreed, and said 
I would hav my affirmations ready that evening. He 
did not venture to my lecture, but met me afterward. 
I gave my six affirmations—namely: (1) The Bible 
sanctions immorality. (2) The New Testament 


sanctions persecution. (3) Human reason and ex- 
perience are the only sources of knowledge. (4) 
Secular morals are superior to Bible morals. (5) 
Science has done more for civilization than theology. 
(6) The principles of American political liberty for- 
bid the enactment of any laws for the observance of 
Sunday as a Sabbath. I had previously asked the 
Rev. Martin if he was in favor of the Sunday laws, 
and he had said yes. I told him I wanted a reply 
the following afternoon. His countenance was glum, 
and there was a coldness in his voice as he said: “I 
will let you know." On the following afternoon, 
Friday, a ponderous committee of ‘three appeared to 
make answer to my propositions. In order to hav 
witnesses I had my good friends McCowen and Mc- 
Glaschan present, for I had lost all faith in the hon- 
esty of my opponents. I knew they wanted to put 
me in a logical box and smoke me. Of course they 
did not accept my affirmations, so in place of 
them they gave me two negativ propositions and one 
affirmation for themselvs—namely: (1) The pre- 
ponderance of evidence tends to show that there is 
no God. (2) The preponderance of evidence tends 
to show there is no future life for man. (8) The 
Bible is the result of a divine inspiration, They 
graciously allowed me the privilege of making the. 
first two propositions affirmativ, omitting the word 


“no,” so that they, the clergymen, would hav all the. 


affirmations, thus changing entirely their plan of the 
previous day, when they would make no affirmation. 
Of course I refused their propositions, and at the 
evening meeting exposed their sophistry. I showed 
that their, propositions did not cover a single point 
of my discussion. I had not affirmed there was no 
God or no future life, or no inspiration in the Bible. 
I had only opposed the authority of the Bible, not 
its inspiration. On the questions of God and im- 
mortality I took the Agnostic position, neither affirm- 
ing nor denying. JI had no desire and had not un- 
dertaken to convince any one that there was no God 
and no future life. I had no interest in these ques- 
tions pro or con. They did uot trouble and I would 
not waste my time in discussing them. I wanted 
something practical and positiv to talk about— 
definit points—points that I had put in my lectures. 
I said, ‘‘Gentlemen, meet those six affirmations, as 
you said you would, or back down.” , 

Again they quibbled, and wanted in my first 
affirmation to put “ The Bible as a whole.” I refused 
the change as begging the whole question. The 
Bible is not to be taken as a whole. That is the 
false method of theology. Again, they wanted to. 
change “ theology" to ‘Christian and Jewish relig- 
ion.” I refused. I said, “I hav not declared against. 
religion in my lectures ; I hay declared against theol- 
ogy, and to that term I will stick.” They utterly re- 
fused to accept the last affirmation at all, and after 
putting their heads together they finally declared 
they wouid not debate any of my affirmations. After 
a full explanation of the matter I left them to the 
judgment of fair-minded people. My affirmations 
were stated in plain English. I was ready to defend 
them, but these boasting clergymen put up their 
sword, and, without a blow, bit the dust. Their vaunted 
bravery was hypocritical cowardice. I went on with 
my lecture after the settlement of this question, and 
expected, of course, no more disturbance; but 
mirabile dictu! the worst was to come that has yet 
happened in my tour, and a significant revealing of 
what may be. I was explaining the Nine Demands, 
church taxation, etc., and was reading Remsburg’s 
statistics in regard to the number of criminals be- 
longing to the church, and had just concluded, when 
a brawny fellow stepped to the front and, in spite of 
calls to order, went on to speak. He spoke a couple 
of minutes and denounced me as a fraud and a 
scoundrel, and said I ought to be voted out of the 
community, as they ostracized in ancient Greece. 
Then, without warning, he raised a burning kerosene 
lamp and hurled it straight at my face with all the 
force he had. Fortunately he was no better marks- 
man than God was when he hit the Young Men's: 
Christian Association rooms with lightning instead of 
Ingersoll’s Jaw office, and the lamp went by and 
struck the window and dropped to the ground out- 
side. He immediately seized another lamp, but his 
arm was grasped. He wrenched it away, and then 
hurled the blazing weapon in his hand, crying in 
frenzied tones, “Damn him, kill him!” and rapidly re- 
treated, as the crowd tumbled on to him, to the door, 
and rushed down the stairs into the street, and for a 
quarter of a mile went like a whirling volcanic flame. 
Of course there was indescribable confusion for a 
moment, and women fainted; but I made up my mind 
to finish the lecture, and order was restored and I did 
so; after which a young man, more valorous than any 
one of the clergymen, made a very creditable plea for 
Christianity, to which I replied, and then dismissed 
the audience. Two ministers and two kerosene 
lamps were about as near having a “hell of a time” 
as a Secular lecturer could experience. Now, the 
curious part of the murderous affair is this, that it 
was not done by a border ruffiian, but by one of the 
city officials, a lawyer, a college graduate of gentle- 
manly bearing and smooth address, to whom I had 
been introduced, and who seemed to hay Liberal 
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gentiments. But he was born and bred a Catholic, { 


and the statistics I read bore hard on the Catholic 
church, and this, no doubt, excited his ire, and in 
that one vivid act he showed the inherited outcome 
of centuries of ecclesiastical teaching. He thought 


to do. In his ungovernable fury he endangered the 
lives of all present, and half the audience were women. 
Tf the lamp had struck the wall instead of the win- 
dow there would certainly hav been destruction. 

In this terrific farce was seen the essentially brutal 
nature of Christianity. The wild beast was exhib- 
ited. That wild beast is all over our country, under 
many a smooth and cultivated exterior, as in this 
case, and it is capable of infinit destruction. It will 
not do for us to be blind to these underlying barbari- 
ties of our civilization. This madman for the time 
being I look upon simply as a victim, and a record 
of the latent murder that crouches in the chambers 
of the Christian church. 

One thing is to be noted. My friend McGlaschan 
said to the Rev. Martin, an onlooker of the scene, 
“This is fearful.” The reverend replied nothing. 
He kept silence. He had not one word of denuncia- 
tion for the crime committed. Was he in secret 
sympathy with the onslaught? Was there a lurking 
gladness in his heart ? : 

All’s well that ends well. They didn’t scorch me 
that time. They hang Anarchists who fling dyna- 
mite. What will they do with the pious Catholic 
who uses against the Infidel a weapon equally cruel ? 
I don't think I shall soon forget my campaign in 
Ukiah. It is the queerest mixture I hav yet experi- 
enced. I shall go back again some day, but perhaps 
lhad better weit until they tap the ministers and 
burn gas, and kerosene lamps go out of fashion. 

This is a pretty valley, and productiv. The Rus- 
sian river hops and wool are famous the world over. 
Noble cattle range the fertil fields. A railroad is to 
be built from Cloverdale, and then for enterprise in 
this delightful land, which is like the Garden of Eden 
indeed, and a devil of a time I hav had init. His 
Snakeship has been spreading himself, and the old 
Adam has come to the top. 

I shall be at Sacramento, Grass Valley, Nevada 
City, until May 22d, and then if the almighty dollar is 
willing I shall take a look into Yosemite Valley and 
drink of nature’s wonder, and so be ready for the 
Oregon campaign. I shall be at Ashland June 5th; 
at Talent June 12th, and shall make a week's tour in 
Coos county from June 13th to June 21st. I shall 
be in Silverton, June 22d, 23d, 24th, and after that 
in Portland, Corvallis, Astoria, etc., but the dates are 
not yet fixed, and I shall return Eastward as hereto- 
fore noted. 

I am finishing these notes in the cosy bachelor 
quarters of Walter Hughans, where good times 
always prevail, and where after a hard day's journey, 
from morning to evening, there is refreshment for 
the pilgrim adventurer, and he can go on his way 
with happier spirit and more enthusiastic effort. 

SawuzL P. Purnam. 

At Walter Hughan’s, Oakland, Cal., May 14, 1887. 


oeo 
A Burning Argument for Christ. 


A dispatch from Ukiah, Cal, to the San Francisco 
Chronicle, May 15th, says: 


S. P. Putnam, who has been lecturing here on the subject 
of “ Mental Liberty " for several evenings, was interrupted 
last night by a man of high standing in the community, but 
who must for the moment hav lost self-control. The lect- 
urer had made a terrible tirade against all Christians, espe- 
cially of the Catholic faith, and had excited the enmity of 
the larger part of the community. 

During one of his most bitter speeches Mr. Hamilton arose 
and denounced him, and citing the story of the banished 
Grecian, said: ** And as they threw shells at a bad man, so 
Inow throw this lamp at you." 

Suiting the action to the word, he threw a lighted lamp at 
the speaker’s head. The lamp struck the chandelier, broke 
it, put out the gas, and, missing the head of Mr. Putnam, 
passed through a window and exploded in the yard below. 

Frenzied now with rage, Hamilton grasped another lamp, 
and, waving it in the air over his head, started to go out. 
The audience was naturally panic-stricken, and in the gen- 
eral stampede many were bruised and scratched. Ladies 
fainted and strong men did their best to stop the panic. 

Meantime the oil from the lamp in the hands of the excited 
man flew in every direction, every drop a fire-brand. How 
a most terrible catastrophe was averted is a wonder. There 
were a score of ladies whose dresses were more or less burnt, 
although not sufficient to seriously hurt them. 

Putnam finished his advertised course last evening, and 
left this morning for the city. 


—— 1 
Dr. York at Salt Lake. 


Drar Evaunrz: You will see by this that I am on 
the wing Eastward ; spoke at Sac City on May Sth 
to a good audience on “Individuality and What It 
Costs,” and was warmly received by our friends 
Goodell and many others whom I had not seen since 
the reception given to D. M. Bennett, some six years 
since. Brother Putnam will find a warm welcome at 
Saeramento on next Sunday, from whence he goes 
North, laden with “The New God," “The New 
Heaven and Earth," and other treasures of thought 
in the gospel of Liberalism. We bid him good 
speed, and commend him to our friends in the North 
as a power for good. f ! 

We spoke to a large audience in the Salt Lake 


worst feature of it. 


ments ought to answer as a cornerstone on which to 


Opera House on Sunday night on “ Evolution and | 


the World We Liv In—Man or Monkey—Which ?" 


fand will finish our work here next Sunday. Our 


thanks are due here to H. P. Mason, in whose family 


¢ i ] | my wife and I hav been kindly entertained. 
he had a perfect right to kill me, and this he intended | 


It is now nearly eleven years since I faced an 
audience in this great city of the Latter-day Saints, 
and yet many old and cheerful faces appeared in our 
audience as in days of yore, who hav stood out 
against this Mormon deviltry for many years, waiting 
and hoping for the enforcement of civil law against 
this ecclesiastical despotism; and yet these Mormon 
“cohabs,” as they are called, stand out stoutly 
against the law, and they are being seni to prison 
almost every day, when simply to promis reform 
would save them from it. Such is religious super- 
stition that they would rather rot in prison than to 
desist from this so-called religious ordinance. But 
the social aspect of Mormonism is by no means the 
They are a disloyal people to 
the government in which they liv, and, like Roman- 
ism, & theocracy and priesthood which outrank in 
authority all civil law; and as such are a dangerous 
element in our country. Only think of. it, a great 
city protected by our flag, and yet not a gentile is 
permitted to take any part in its government, and 
yet they are taxed to the uttermost to support a gov- 
ernment of priests. 

How long shall this mental disease prey upon the 


intellect of the world? Religion, thy name is slavery; 
and nothing can cure it but commerce, science, and 
Freethought. 


We will be at Canyon City on the 29th, at Denver 
on June 5th and 12th, at Ottumwa 19th and 26th, 
and at Chicago on July 3d and 10th, where we hope 
to meet Brother Stevens and other workers in the 
field of Freethought. 

Friend Eugene, and readers of Tux TRUTH SEEKER, 
I will not tax your patience and space with lengthy 
epistles, but hope to keep you posted from. time to 
time, as we pursue our journey Eastward, that our 
Liberal friends may help us to help them in the 
good work of mental freedom. J. L. Yonx. 


-t —————————— 


The Liberal Club. 


The Liberal Club reporter has just been reading a 
large, five-dollar book on the subject of astrology, 
and has studied out his horoscope. Everybody is 
born under a sign of the zodiac, Gemini or Taurus or 


Virgo, or otherwise, though they may not know it. 


at the time. The present writer was born during 
the period when Aries had the floor. Aries is pict- 
ured in the almanacs as a benevolent-looking ram, 
dormant, as though posing fora photograph. His 
domain is over the intellectual forces. The horoscope 
reveals that the writer belongs to “ that function of 
the grand body of humanity, the head ;" that he is a 
natural reasoner and thinker, that his brain is activ, 
and that he is a lover of scientific thought; that he 
admires elegance, order, beauty, music, and dancing, 
and has a great deal of the electrical fire. ` If the pro- 
prietors of Tug Taur Szrxz& can be convinced that 
the horoscope isn’t lying, these varied accomplish- 


base an application for a raise of salary. He regrets 
to learn, however, that owing to his excessiv mental 
activity, he is liable to brain disease. While he was 
teething, says the horoscope, his head should hav 
been kept cool. 

The regular meeting of the Manhattan Liberal 
Club, held Friday evening, May 20th, was distin- 
guished for its great interest. A large audience was 
present when President Denslow called the meeting 
to order and the secretary read the minutes of the 
previous meeting. Mr. Wakeman gave the lecture 
on * Progress without Poverty.” The speaker proved 
to be a Socialist of a most pronounced type. The 
means of production, he said, shouid be placed in the 
hands of state officers; lawyers, doctors, and teach- 
ers should hav a salary from the state, and women 
and children should be pensioned. The speaker 
incidentally criticised Henry George’s doctrins be- 
cause they were incapable of codification. He had 
asked the advocates of those doctrins to draw up a 
bill embodying them, but had found none able to 
do so. 

In the discussion which followed, Mr. Sutherland 
got up and challenged Mr. Wakeman to draft any 
kind of a practical bill which would embody his (Mr. 
Wakeman’s) notions in legislativ form. 

Dr. Eccles said in effect that the weaklings and 
incapables who couldn't take care of themselvs might 
as well submit to the survival of the fittest. 

Captain Clark announced among other things that 
he would like to see some men besides the Anarchists 
at Chicago with a rope around their necks dancing on 
nothing. These remarks were believed to hav refer- 
ence to Colonel Hinton. 

Herr Oppenheimer had evidently stepped out of a 
bandbox, and everybody complimented his handsome 
appearance. A neat buttonhole bouquet contrasted 
well with his studious and intellectual countenance, 
and seemed to be, as it were, a materialization of his 
florescent speech. The burden of his remarks was 
that the man with the badge-pin is a liar, and that 


the beautiful gold sign—' Taz Truru Srexer”—that 
Mr. Reynolds has just put up over the front doors of 
this office is misleading. Herr Oppenheimer might 
hav further continued his interesting observations in 
the same line if the Chair had not suppressed him 
so abruptly. 

Mr. Boucher thought that the five cents which the 
audience had to pay for admission ought to entitle 
them to the privilege of the platform. President 
Denslow invited Mr. Boucher to join the club and 
pay 2 dollar a year, which would relieve him from the 
extortion of the treasurer at tke door. 

In closing, Mr. Wakeman accepted the challenge 
of Brother Sutherland. Concerning Captain Clark, 
he observed that the remarks of a man who con- 
fessed to having commanded a vessel in the slave 
trade were of small moment as bearing upon human 
happiness, yet the utterances of Dr. Eccles were even 
more cruel and heartless. ; , 

A debate between the president and ex-president 
on the subject of Socialism is promised in the near 
future. Mr. Denslow believes that Socialism is a 
reversion to primitiv barbarism, while Mr. Wakeman . 
regards it as the higher integration, and by an open 
discussion it is hoped that the truth of the matter 
will be brought into prominence. 

— — —d$—8— (9 ——— —————— 

Salvation According to Reverend Pentecost. 

A few of the rich Christians and five of the rich 
churches of Cleveland, O., brought the Rev. Pente- 
cost from New York to voice dogmatic sectarianism 
under the name of revival services. Pentecost told 
them that belief in the resurrection of the body was 
an important Christian doctrin. Whereupon the Rev. 
Mr. Hosmer, &n advanced minister, told the people 
it was a belief of the Jews before Jesus, and much 
more plainly stated in the Maccabees than in the 
New Testament. Pentecost said: “I hav wives com- 
ing to me every day, who say, ‘I wish you could get 
hold of my husband. ‘What’s the matter with him? 
* Oh, he’s good and kind, but he is not.a Christian.’ 
The worst man in town. You are worse than a 
drunkard. You are worse than a blasphemer [such 
as Tae Trura Syrxer—only think of it!]. Young 
men, don't stumble over drunkards. But they say, 
‘There is Mr. L.; he is a good man ; he don’t need 
Christ, neither do L" Me too. 

If this thing keeps growing, there will be no call 
for men of God like Pentecost at three hundred dol- 
lars a week. Any man can see where the shoe 
pinches. 

The irrepressible Hosmer says the Sermon on the 
Mount says, By their fruits men are to be known— 
not by their Lord, Lord, and three hundred dollars 
a week. For a good part of a week Pentecost 
preached from Mark xvi, 16, old version—“ He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved ; and he that 
believeth not shall be damned.” Whereupon Mr. 
Hosmer let the cat out of the bag to thousands of 
church-members by referring to the note of the 
revisers in the revised edition, saying the oldest 
Greek copies had no such verses. All is omitted 
from verse 9. The whole yarn about belief and 
being damned is a forgery, smuggled in by some 
priest or monk since the councils of Nice and Lao- 
dicea, at which the sacred Bible was settled by the 
votes of the Catholic bishops. Well may the Rev. 
Dr. Curry tell his ministerial students there are ten 
thousand old wives' fables in the Bible that will hav 
togo. Itis to be hoped they will go at once.  S5l- 
omon's Songs should certainly be gone. 

The cause of Freethought is helped here by Pen- 
tecost. His nonsense is too big. G. F. Lewis. 

Cleveland, May 15, 1887. 


—— eea 

The Museums on Sundays. 

From the New York World. 

The growing prominence and usefulness of the Metropoli- 
tan Museum of Art bring into corresponding importance 
the question of opening it on Sunday. Public land and 
money are being used to giv the city an institution which it 
mueh needs. Private munificence, guided by the desire to 
benefit the community through contributing to its enjoyment 
and culture, is adding in a gratifying manner to its valuc. 
Paintings worth almost a million dollars hav been given to it 
within the past few months. Acquisitions of various kinds 
are constantly occurring. . 
Nothing, unless it were its destruction, could so lessen the 
value of this institution to those for whose bencfit it is in- 
tended as keeping it closed on Sunday. If it were deter- 
mined that the churches should be closed on the particular 
and only day when their congregations were ordinarily free 
to attend them it would strike everybody as an absurd ar- 
rangement. The same impression prevails now, with the 
vast majority of the reputable people of this community, 
with regard to the Metropolitan Museum of Art. Even in 
Boston, with its direct Puritannical traditions, this view of 
the situation is appreciated and acted upon. . 
The reason that it is not acted upon here is that a few 
very excellent and well-meaning men who are in the majority 
of the Board of Trustees of the museum assume the respon- 
sibility of making the religious views of a small minority out- 
weigh the great body of respectable public sentiment. With 
private property they would be entitled to do this. But it 
may be emphatically denied that they hav the moral right to 
thus act with what belongs to the community. There will 
come a public expression in this matter that will be unmis-- 
takable. Let us hope that these trustees will recognize the 
fact that the majority of those even whom they respect pro- 
nounce them in the wrong, and that they will exercise the 
virtue of humility and admit that they themselvs are not 
necessarily infallible—that they may be trying to stem the 
tide of civilization and morality. 
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Qommunircations. 


Mrs. Colman’s Reminiscences. 


I was elected to travel at one time two or three 
_ weeks with a Dr. K. He was then a resident of the 
West, but his nativ state was a slave state. I hav 
heard of awkward people, but it was never my for- 
tune to meet but one, and that one was Dr. K. All 
other awkwardness becomes gracefulness when I 
think of him. He drove his own beast, a creature 
that well represented his owner. I had no trouble 
with mobs while under Dr. K.'s escort. Perhaps 
those “fellows of the baser sort,” judging us by our 
equipments, horse, carriage, and ourselvs, thought 
we were “hail fellows” in search of a job of their 
kind, and did not wish to interfere in the matter. I 
traveled in that vehicle three weeks, and in the many, 
many times that my driver stepped into his carriage, 
I do not remember once that he did not step with his 
entire weight onto me. If by great adroitness I 
saved my feet by getting them entirely under the 
seat, down would come his entire weight onto my 
lap. But he was entirely oblivious to any trouble, 
always perfectly satisfied with himself and all our 
accommodations. Let me describe one of the homes 
to which he took me, a favorit stopping-place of his. 
We had been driving for several hours, starting early 
in the morning. A violent rain had come upon us, 
but it was Saturday, and we had an appointment for 
the Sunday following. As we came in sight of the 
house, the doctor said, * That's the place; we shall 
hav a nice time ”—a nice-looking, white cottage, green 
blinds, a front yard, pretty shrubbery. I began to 
feel that the long drive in the rain was to be com- 
pensated by a good rest in pleasant quarters. As 
we stopped at the house, a young woman opened the 
door with a cordial good-morning, and saying, “Come 
in, you must be very wet.” 

Now, if only I could usea brush, I could paint you 
a picture worth looking at, for nudity and rags are 
not objectionable in a picture, if only Comstock can 
be kept from seeing it. This woman might hav been 
thirty years old, but the beauty of youth had not left 
her face; her skin was clear red and white, liquid 
gray eyes, teeth like pearls, and her hair so glossy 
that you might imagin it à mirror; but the dress, or 
undress! She had evidently been giving a baby its 
natural nourishment. Her bust was entirely uncov- 

-ered; her arms, a model for a sculptor, were equally 
bare with her bust, as the sleeves to her garment 
hung in shreds. I went into the house. The odor 
in the house was choking. Two babies were in a 
long cradle, one perhaps a year old, the other a few 
weeks. Jam more fond of babies than of any other 
thing, but I could not get up courage to take either 
of them in my arms, or to accept the attention of 
two older children, who would hav been glad to be 
caressed. As the doctor came in from the stable, 
where he had been attending to his horse, he washed 
his hands in a hollow stone, and shaking them, 
looked about for a towel. The lady said her towel 
was on the grass, as she only washed the day before. 
The hands were dried at the fire—a large, open fire- 
place containing a good, bright fire. The lady was 
well informed. Books and papers were scattered 
about—all the antislavery papers, quite a treat to me. 
So I tried to, feel comfortable. When our hostess 
spread her table, she took from off the grass her 
table cloth, held it to the fire till it ceased dripping, 
and put it on the table. She made what a Yankee 
would call flapjack, a kind of waffle, baked on a grid- 
dle. The crockery and cutlery of the table would 
hav been benefited had they been put upon the grass 
for a night in a powerful rain. But I wasn't hungry, 
and so had no need of knife or fork. This woman 
was from Vermont, & teacher. A widower, well-to-do, 
had married her; seven children had come. No skill 
as housekeeper—the rest is easily imagined; entirely 
given up to peopling the world, according to the 
commands of the Bible. 

At a hotel in a town called Tippecanoe, in Ohio, 
where I arrived in the middle of the day, I was met 
by the daughter of the house, a nice looking girl, if 
only she had been comfortably clean. Her feet were 
bare, and her ankles might hav been washed some 
time—I would not say they had not-—but they were 
certainly in need of a bath then. I asked. her for a 
room, making no other demand save that the bed 
should beclean. As I sat down I drew my watch 

. from its hiding-place (I always wore it out of sight), 
when this young lady, with the greatest astonishment 
in look and tone, said: * What was that great yellow 
thing you took out of your bosom?” I had no idea 

"what she meant, but finally learned it was my watch, 
and that she had never seen one. In the. course of 
the day she brought all her friends whom she could 
reach to see the wonder. But the room which was an- 
nounced was as clean as could be—I was obliged to 

. leave the bed and rest in a chair; for though the one 

sheet, which the girl said was all they ever put on a 
bed, was clean, there were more living creatures 
about the bed than I could comfortably sleep with. 
Such were some of the hotels in the West thirty and 
forty years ago, 


Christian ?" 
the church who are so bad, it seems to me that first 
you should reform yourselvs before trying to reform 
others. 
treated by the Rev. J. E. Richards, who sued me for 
ten thousand dollars for having said “he doesn’t be- 
lieve the Bible to be the word of God.” 
be a Christian I am told that I must believe, but I 
cannot believe, and I will tell you why. According |. 
to the fifth chapter of Mark, Christ relieved one man 
of a great many devils, 
when he saw Jesus afar off, he came and worshiped 
him, and cried with a loud voice, and said, What hav 
I to do with thee, Jesus, thou son of the most high 
God? 
not. 

thou unclean spirit. And he asked him, What is thy 
name ? 
Legion, for we are many. And he besought him 
much that he would not send them away out of the 
country. 
tains,.& great herd of swine feeding. And all the 
devils besought him, saying, Send us into the swine, 
that we may enter into them. And forthwith Jesus 
gave them leave. 
and entered into the swine: and the herd ran vio- 
lently down a steep place into the sea (they were 
about two thousand), and were choked in the sea.” 


I was in Indiana at the time of a crusade against 
saloons, where alcohol in its many different stages 
and under as many different names was sold to who- 
ever applied for it. I think the name of the town was 


Richmond where the tragedy I am about to record 


was enacted. The eldest son of a widow, a boy who 


had just entered his teens, had paid for a drink and 
then been treated to more by the proprietor and the 


regular frequenters of the saloon. He drank until 
he was “ dead drunk,” and so entirely dead that no 
effort could call back life. 


A young lady, as I remember her, nineteen or 


twenty years of age planned and was chief actor in 
the plot. She, with the mother of the dead boy, led 
a procession of women, armed with hatchets, ham- 
mers, etc., entered the place where alcohol was sold, 


offered to purchase all in their possession, and then 


proceeded to break everything from bottles to barrels, 


emptying their contents into the ground. Some of 


the keepers of these places took pay for their liquors, 
and promised to quit the business. Others refused, 
and sued Captain Way, as she was called. > I don't re- 
member if any others were prosecuted. The case 
was tried by a court of men, no mother, wife, or 
sister in the jury box. The. damages were laid at 
thirty dollars, a light award, the judge said, because 


of the tobacco, logwood, and other drugs found in 


the casks that turned the whisky into brandy. 
In Illinois, in the northern counties, Spiritualism 


was again in. the way of work. All the places usually 
opened to lectures were preoccupied by Spiritualists, 
and heaven in another world was a greater tempta- 
tion than a free country here and now. Our prog- 
ress was about the same as in Ohio. 
were often disturbed, though in Chicago we had 
quite large audiences and no mobs. In Whiteside 
county, the: northwestern county, we were enter- 
tained right royally by a man formerly from New 
York, Jacob Powell, and his good housekeeper, now 
his wife. 
taking us to them in his own conveyance, and return- 
Ing v 
the little delicate attentions which are so grateful to 
& woman battered and worn by worse beasts than 
*St. Paul fought at Ephesus." 
tions, but very large comforts were given us. 


Our meetings 


He planned our meetings for a month, 


us to his hospitable home. I can never forget 


Not only little atten- 


Lucy N. Cotman. 


Christ, Richards, and the Devil. 
ANOTHER REPLY TO THE Y. M. C. A. 


GENTLEMEN: You hav asked, “.Why am I not a 
But when I see so many among you and 


Now, I never was treated so mean as I was 


Now, to 


The account reads: “ But 


I adjure thee by God, that thou torment me 
For he said unto him, Come out of the man, 


And he answered, saying, My name is 


Now there was there, nigh unto the moun- 


And the unclean spirits went out, 


And according to the account the devils played a 


devilish mean trick on the pigs, and yet Christ did 
not make any fuss about it. à 


Now, if there is a hell, and Christ was God, and 


he thought it a proper place for a legion of devils, 


he must hav had the power to send them to the 
place where they properly belonged. But instead of 
doing so, he treated them kindly, granted their 
request, tormented them not, permitted them to hav 
a little fun with the pigs, stay in the country where 
they could get a drink of water, keep cool, and hav 
plenty of fresh air and be comfortable. Now, Christ 
treated those devils a thousand times better than 
Richards treated me, and yet he claims to bea Chris- 
tian. And I would sooner be a first-class devil and 
fall into the hands of Christ than be an honest unbe- 
liever and fall into the hands of some of the clergy. 
But, after all, it may be that Mark’s devil story is 
not true, and I will tell you why. When in court, 
Richards swore that he doubted the last ten verses 
of the book of Mark being the word of God. And 
the admission that possibly one-half of the book is 


an interpolation is calculated to shake our faith in the 


whole book. But if Mark tells the truth, I hav too 


much respect for Christ to believe that he will treat 


me worse than he would if I were a devil Mr. 


Richards’s belief may hav been a little shaky on 
some things, but there was one point on which it 
could not be.shaken. He said that he believed in 
eternal hell-fire for the wicked. 

Richards is a father, so I suppose that he believes 
in raising children for God, but if he shall conclude 
that they are so strongly tinctured with unbelief to 
be fit for heaven, why, then, I suppose that Rich- 
ards believes that the best that God can do for his 
children will be to giv them to the devil with instruc- 
tions to torture them in hell forever. Such a religion . 
as thé religion of eternal torture for men and women 
would disgrace the lowest tribe of savages that ever _ 
crawled upon the face of the earth. Now, I would 
not lay a straw in the way of Mr. Richards’s success 
in any honorable occupation, but, as Ingersoll would 
say, I would hav him civilize his religion so that 
when he shall lovingly hug his little child to his 
breast he will not feel that possibly some day God 
will clutch its poor soul and hurl it into eternal fire. 

I do not believe that Christ, who would not tor- 
ture a devil, ever inspired Richards to torture me 
with lawyers for the want of devils, nor do I like to 
believe that he was inspired by the devil; but yet, 
after all, if Mark told the truth, and a man once was 
possessed of a whole legion of devils, I can see no 
reason why possibly Richards may not hav been 
possessed of a devil or devils. And if it is true that 
the devil inspired him to go for my money, he 
played a devilish mean trick on Richards. For in 
trying to beat me he beat himself. 

Now, commencing at the 16th verse of the 16th 
chapter of Mark, may be found these words: “He 
who believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but 
he who believeth not shall he damned. And these 
signs shall follow them that believe; in my name 
shall they cast out devils; and if they drink any 
deadly thing it shall in no wise hurt them.” Now, 
as Richards had sworn that he believed the Bible to 
be the word of God, and that its promises are good, 
I wanted to make a test of his faith. ‘So I had in 
my pocket a dose of poison which I intended to 
place in a glass of water, and then say to the man, 
Here is a deadly thing, and if you believe the Bible 
promis that it shall not hurt you, and will do me the 
favor to drink it, and if it does not hurt you I will 
admit that, at least, you believe, and I ought to be- 
lieve that that Bible promis is good. - . ` 

But when my attorney read to him the above 
words, and asked him if he believed them to be God’s 
word and that the promis was good, he would not 
say yes, but all the while kept saying that he had 
doubts about their being the words of God. Some 
of my orthodox friends thought that it was awful for 
me to.want him to drink poison, but I only wished 
to make a thorough test of his faith, and found that 


his faith was not strong enough to drink a deadly 


thing. : M. Basooc&. 


St. Johns, Mich. 


oee 


Our London Letter. 


Now that the “May meetings" hav fairly com- . 
menced, it wil be seen day by day the enormous 
amounts of money that hav been squandered during 
the past twelve months for "religious purposes." 
Education, and consequent enlightenment, has not 
yet had any appreciable effect in reducing the 
incomes of certain of the societies, and in the ordi- 
nary course of events it must still be a long time 
before people see the folly of subscribing so largely 
to irresponsible bodies who batten on the credulity of 
their fellow-creatures. Many of the subscribers who 
giv such large sums for these purposes do so in the 
hope of appeasing their consciences, knowing how 
they cheat and lie and grind the face of the poor to 
acquire their wealth. By apportioning some of their 
plunder to these societies, they consider they hav 
squared their deity, who will wink at their rascalities 
in consequence, and welcome them to paradise when 
they die. The Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel, while lamenting a decrease in its income of 
&bout £2,000, givs its receipts during the past year 
as close upon £106,000— money completely thrown 
away. It is positivly shocking to know that so much 
money is thus applied, when there is such an amount 
of destitution within a small radius of Exeter Hall; 
and what can be thought of those who profess that 
their deity is gratified by knowing such a state of 
things exists! The reports of these miserable soci- 
eties are enough to make’ a thoughtful reader thor- 
oughly disgusted with the majority of his species. 

At the annual meeting of the Church of England 
Young Men’s Society it was stated that during the 
last twenty-five years no less a sum than £81,573,237 
had been contributed voluntarily for church purposes, 
and all the good that has been really done has been 
to stimulate the printing trade, which is all very well 
in its way ; but how much better would it hav been 
to hav printed standard works and educational treat- 
ises at a cheap rate, than to diffuse low-priced Bibles 
and lying tracts. 

The missionaries will, as usual, be well te the front 
with their tales of self-denial and self-sacrifice, all for 
the glory of God and the immortal welfare of their 
dusky brethren in Christ, The real life of à mission, 
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ary is not narrated to the admiring audience at 
Exeter Hall, or the subscriptions would drop to zero 
immediately. Although some few missionaries may 
hav done a little for the good of mankind by their 
scientific observations and reports, the majority of 
them are nothing but lazy loafers, enjoying themselvs 


with all the luxuries of life they can secure, and suc- | 


cessfully trading with the unfortunate nativs among 
whom they are living. Why, all the disturbances 
connected with colonization may be attributed, di- 
rectly or indirectly, to these “pioneers of civiliza- 
tion.” and they hav been the chief cause of scores of 
petty wars, and the disastrous consequences follow- 
ing in the wake. Many thousands of “poor be- 
nighted heathen” hav had only too good cause to 
curse the sight of a missionary. 

. It is stated that an anonymous donor has sent the 
Salvation Army £5,000, to be applied to the funds of 
the Indian contingent. No doubt this is a very 
seasonable gift, as Booth’s lieutenant will hav to out- 
bid the other religious societies in the East for con- 
verts, and in the case of such keen competition for 
these, prices will naturally go up. It costs more to 
convert a Hindoo, even if he is a Pariah, than it did 
a few years ago, though of course the expenses can 
be reduced if two or three rival sects will arrange to 
hav the same convert between them, and an amicable 
arrangement of this sort is preferable to squabbling 
over the man, as this would tend to expose the work- 
ings of the business, and such a catastrophe as this 
must be avoided at all costs. 

In face of the enormous capital so easily found to 
run religion, it is exceedingly hard work for Free- 
thinkers (who as a body are far from wealthy) to 
make headway against superstition, and it is really 
wonderful what progress they hav made during the 
last few years, considering all the disadvantages they 
hav had to combat. ! 

London, England, April 30, 1887. 

—9-9—9— 


Mrs. Slenker’s Work. 


It is Sun's Day, and the loveliest of May days, the 
quiet stillness only broken by singing birds and gen- 
. tle breezes. The emerald green of the yard, dotted 
here and there with masses of early flowere—tulips, 
lilies, roses, peonies, pansies, and others too numer- 
oua to mention—is one gay panorama of beauty. - 

Passers-by, as they seek the temple where they 


fancy they hold communion with some deity en- 


throned on high, pause to look over the fence at the 


floral feast, and carry with them one more bright |- 


pieture to gladden and bless. 

Amid all the sweet beauty around me, my heart is 
sad and weary, and my eyes ache with unshed tears. 
Not that I for a moment regret the work I hav done, 
or deem it aught but the holiest and best of my life's 
labors, yet I am sad because of the misery, wretch- 
edness, and hopelessness of those near and dear to 
me—-those who tell me they would far sooner hav 
carried me to the grave than to hav seen me under 
all this weight of terrible condemnation and obloquy. 

“Twas ever thus from childhood's hour" I hav 
always been “ three centuries in the van." 

When wearying of finding a life companion who 
was free from theological superstitions and the curse 
of rum and tobacco, I boldiy advertised for one in 
the Water Cure Journal, and out of some sixty who 
responded, I selected Mr. Slenker and united my fate 
to his. All my relativs and friends were surprised, 
amazed, and shocked, and one old neighbor shook 
his hoary head and said, *Only to think the very 
best daughter of Thomas Drake should do such a 
thing as that, throw herself 'away on an entire 
stranger.” The good old soul never dreamed that 
one's own nearest neighbors are oftenest most strange 
to the holiest impulses of one's nature as well as 
one's highest aspirations. 

I am equally surprised. I find far more of a dis- 
position to look leniently on what I hav done crop- 
ping out from editorials and personal letters than I 
had dared to hope for, far more of a disposition to 
judge me as having done it all from the purest and 
best of motivs. I don’t wonder at all that the mode 
of working is distasteful to the great majority, and 
I assure you all much of the correspondence was as 
disagreeable and repulsiv to me as it could be toany 
of you. 

Doer the skilled physician enjoy probing an ulcer 
or healing a gangrened wound?: Yet there is a 
charm in conquering disease and building renewed 
health on its foundations. So to me there was a 
charm in seeking out the moral diseases, and sending 
words of cheer and reform. : 

I tell you, friends, there are many who will read 
these lines who will say to themselvs, * Elmina has 
been as a kind mother to me and mine, and lifted me 

. up from misery and woe into the realm of peace, love, 
and joy." Yes, I hav been the confidant of thou- 
sands. I hav prevented divorce, saved the lovely 
maiden from her own wild passions, and inculcated 
in all, as far as I could, love, respect, and admiration 
for a pure and high morality. 

^ think the friend who is “afraid” to mail our editor 

one of my letters will own up it is, on the whole, a 

good, well-intentioned expistle, and that there is no 


word or sentiment init calculated to make the reader 
anything but a better or more moral individual. 

I am tolerant of all shades of opinion and all 
phases of character. We are what we are through 
heredity, environment, and education. I could not 
be other than I am and be myself. 

Language is ambiguous, but I'll wager that of the 
thousands of letters I hav ever penned, not one can be 
found that I would not indorse and stand by to-day. 
True, I hav outgrown some ideas, and changed some 
opinions for others in consequence of more light being 
thrown on some questions. But onward and upward 


-has been my motto. : 


The necessity that compelled this correspondence 
to be an underground one was the hardest part of it 
all for me. My frank nature has. always led me to 
openly avow whatever I did, said, or thought. All 
letters not involving secrets of others-I held as pub- 


lic property, if the public desired them. Secret soci- 


eties, covered-up footprints, dark closets, and sneak- 
ing byways I despise. Like the “good gray poet,” 
I plead for the glad, free, open out-of-doors. 
Unscrew the locks from the doors! 
Unscrew the doors themselvs from their jambs ! 


Whoever degrades another degrades me. 
Whatever is done or said returns at last to me. 


Through me forbidden voices, 

Voices of sexes and lusts, 

"Voices veiled, and I remove the veil, 

Voices indecent by me clarified and transfigured. 


Ermina D. SLENKER. 
a — — ———— 


May 30, 1887. 
Lo, tears and roses, let them fall— 
The day is sacred to the dead, 


For South, for North, whose blood was shed ; 
'They died as heroes, one and all. 


. Above the blue, above the gray 
The grass grows green, the snow lay white, 
* O'er each and all still falls the night, 
For each and all we keep this day. 


Though ’neath two flags they fought and fell, 
Beneath one flag their struggles cease ; 
'They sleep beneath one arch of peace, 

'Their cause is one, and all is well. 


Behold our Union's banner wave ! 
The North puts forth the olive bough ; 
Where'er we strew our flowers now 
They rest upon a hero's grave. 


Lo, tears and roses, let them fall— 

This is the Day of All the Dead; 

For South, for North, their blood was shed, 
'They died for freedom, one and all. 


G. E. MAODONALD. 
to 


The Railroads and the Church. 


The New York Zimes of May 13th contains an 
item of news from Kingston, N. Y., stating in sub. 
stance that after solicitation Mr. Chauncey M. Depew 
on behalf of the West Shore Railroad Company had 
tendered the Saint John’s Episcopal congregation 
land for the site of a new church near the Union de- 
pot in that city; and that the generous action of 
the railroad was favorably commented upon. 

Will that congregation or those commenters ex- 
plain why the giving away of the property of a rail- 
road by persons intrusted with its management and 
safe keeping to a particular sect should hav favorable 
comment? Does this church, in tempting the officials 
of the railroad to part title with land owned in com- 
mon by all its shareholders, and consisting of people 
who subscribe to other creeds and of people who are 
not the dupes of creeds, claim to be an observer of 
the Golden Rule? 

Railroads privileged with power to take land from 
owners at whatever price the courts may determin 
can better perform their duties by acquiring it, for 
legitimate railway purposes than by giving it away at 
the expense of their own stockholders, or placing it 
to further superstition and avoid taxation to the 
injury and expense of humanity in general. 


J. A. S. 
Shakspere and the Christians. 


It seems somewhat strange that orthodox church- 
members should find so much to say against Shaks- 
pere, he being the head and front of dramatic repre- 
sentations, when he owes his eminence as a writer to 
— what they call—the inspired writings. This cer- 
tainly does not show liberality or charity, qualities 
upon which they boast. i 

"He makes so many quotations from the Bible (253); 
his finest passages are merely paraphrases taken from 
it, some approaching so near as to savor of plagiarism, 
and if we adopt their criterion, that “ to the pure all 
things are pure,” they should not ignore this. Much 
better, let them publish a new edition of his works, 
erasing objectionable passages. They should recol- 
lect that true reformation is to cut out, prune, cul- 
tivate, and build up; not tear down. That Shaks- 
pere made ample provisions for this will appear evi- 
dent to anyone who will examin the text, which 
proves that he intended this, and it devolves on his 
opponénts to do this, Instead, we find, persons go to 


Verona: and weep over Romeo and Juliet’s graves, 
when there is no such place. They go to Elsinore. 


and do likewise, take tokens, etc., when there is no 


such place—only & myth. Tourists make long voy- 
ages to the Hebrides to see where Macbeth met the 
witches, when there is no such place. They do not 
admit that Shakspere portrayed character and pre- 
sents them to us as types, yet they—many of them— 
believe Jewish traditions, and Christ himself talks in 
parables. 1 

** What fools these mortals be !? 

C. D. RENTGEN., 

er 

What a Canadian Editor Found in the States. 
. From Secular Thought. ' 

On Monday, the 4th of April, made my way to Kent, 
Ohio, where I had been engaged to lecture. 'This was my 
first visit to this town, and all the persons whom I met were 
consequently strangers. But there is a bond of brotherhood 
arising out of our views, and by a kind of Freemasonary 
Secularists soon come to know and understand each other. 
Here I met some very kind-hearted, warm, genial friends. 


‘who soon made me feel quite at home, and to realize that I `- 


was amongst those whom I might hav known for many 
years. Large audiences attended my lectures, and my utter- 
ances—although of a charecter which many of those present 
had never heard before—were evidently much appreciated. 
The newspapers also gave good and somewhat flattering re- 
ports. The time has quite gone by when men looked at a 
Freethinker as a sort of imp of Satan—a monstrosity in the 
world, to be stared at as a curiosity. A novel cir- 
cumstance occurred here. A Roman Catholle priest was 
anxious to hav a set discussion, which I need hardly say is 
very unusual. That church, as a rule, does not believe in 
controversy, and hence not only avoids but condemns dis- 
cussion. Here, however, was an exception; a genuin priest 
expressed himself as quite willing to meet me in debate. We 
spent some time together arranging details, and the contest 
will come off at an early date. It will not be the first 
Catholic I hav met in polemic warfare, but I look forward to 
this cncounter with a good deal of interest. He would not 
agree to discuss the Bible, which, considering the views held 
by the church of Rome as to the authority of the scriptures, 
I could hardly expect, so we are to take up Agnosticism, 
Christian Theism, etc. . ; 

From Kent I went to New Haven, Conn., mainly to join — 
my wife, who was about to sail for the old country and 
afterwards to return to this continent with the rest of the 
members of my family. 

Then I traveled to New York, where I spent ten days very 
pleasantly, meeting many of my old friends, who shook me 
cordially by the hand and expressed themselvs as much de- 
lighted to see me. Foremost amongst these stands Mv. Mac- 
donald of Tas Trura Seeker, a warm-hearted, genial man, 
full of sunshine and no shadow. His society I always enjoy, 
and this occasion was no exception to the rule. 

My next visit was to the Quaker city, where I had been 
announced to lecture, and here, too, I was greeted by large 
and appreciativ audiences. Prior to the evening lecture, 
Mrs. Watts gave a dramatic reading. There is a settled 
calm and quiet in Philadelphia which contrasts strangely 
with the noise, hurry, and bustle of New York. In fact, it 
is curious, especially so to an Englishman, to notice how 
very unlike each other are the three great Eastern cities of 
Philadelphia, New York, and Boston. Not only were my 
audiences large, but many of those who attended purchased 
copies of Secular Thought, and I am in hopes that in the 
future I shall hav a large circulation. for my paper in this 
city. Freethought is progressing in Philadelphia, but none 
of the ministers can be induced to discuss. "There was, at 
one time, some talk of a debate with Dr. Sexton, who is very 
popular here, but as yet nothing has come of it. Whether 
anything will be done time will show. 
After I had finished my engagement in Philadelphia I went 
again to New York,and spent some time with Colonel Ingersoll 
and his charming family. The colonel was, as usual, brim- 
ful of humor, and running over with the milk of human 
kindness. He is not lecturing much at present, as his law 
business occupies all his time. He has been converted to : 
Christianity a good many times, struck dead almost as many, 
paralyzed far more, but here he was still full of robust health, 
and as much a Freethinker as ever. A crank from England 
gave a lecture not long since in a Canadian city, and issued 
bills announcing with all the effrontery imaginable that he 
had converted the colonel through telling him of the Israelit- 
ish origin of the British speaking people, but the author of 
* The Mistakes of Moses” seems to hav survived the opera- 
tion. Itisa curious way to convert people to Christianity 
by proving that they are Jews and must remain so. No, we 
hav “ Moses and the Prophets,” the former a blunderer and . 
the latter prophesying falsely, so we shall not heed Hine's 
«Life from the Dead.” Thereby is scripture verified, and 
he who can’t see it should inquire of Dr. Wild. At New 
York I met Miss Helen H. Gardener, well known as an able 
authoress, and she expressed herself as greatly pleased with 
Secular Thought, and at once wrote me an article, a portion 
of which appears in this number. Our readers will, I am 
y t t 
sure, be pleased with her able contribution. Colonel Inger- 
soll also promised to send me a series of articles which will 
be looked for with great interest. 

Ihad a brief but good time with friend T. B. Wakeman, 
who expressed himself highly pleased with Secular Thought, 
and kindly offered to contribute to its pages. 4 

These engagements over, I returned to Toronto to again 
assume my editorial duties, and to devote myself with all the 
energy I possess to making Secular Thought a great success. 

My. visit to the States was on the whole a very enjoyable 
one, and I trust it was also profitable to some of those who 


hay heard a Secular lecture for the first time. — 
CHARLES Warts. 
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Convicted and Fined. 

After many postponements and delays, Charles B. 
Reynolds has been given a trial for the crime of 
blasphemy, and New Jersey is happy over her relapse 
to savagery. On Friday night, the 20th instant, the 
church-members of Morristown slept sounder than 
they had before since last fall—with more peaceful 
consciences and happier hearts, for they had done 
their duty by their God, and convicted and robbed the 
heretic. The statute of two hundred years of age in 
New Jersey, and in the rest of the world dating back 
to the gorillas of the forests, has been reverently 
awakened and religiously rehabilitated The law en- 
acted by the baboons of the past has been enforced 
by twelve jackasses of the present, and the rest of 
the animals of Morristown grunt their approval. 

Thursday, May 19th, in the year of grace 1887, the 
Court of Common Pleas of Morris county, New 
Jersey, U. S. A., assembled at half-past nine and 
waited until eleven o'clock for Colonel Ingersoll 
and his client. Three judges were upon the bench 
when the latter arrived—Mr. Francis Child in the 
center and presiding, with lay judges DeWitt C. 
Quimby and Charles H. Munson on either hand. 
Lay judges Munson and Quimby are sensible-looking, 
level-headed men, but Mr. Childs has the peculiar 
facial characteristics that denote the tyrant. From 
his cheeks up his head narrows rapidly; downward 
it expands enormously, and upon his neck rests a 
double chin of great volume. His eyes are black 
and small, and twinkled viciously when he looked at 
the defendant. His manner upon the bench reminded 
us of Judge Benedict, and his general make-up of the 
picture of Lord Howe in the school histories. One 
rather cruel comment made by a man present was that 
the bench stood for 101—one on each side and noth- 
ing in the middle. The court-room and gallery. were 
crowded to suffocation; all the approaches thereto, 
and every spot where the proceedings could be even 
occasionally heard, were utilized by the friends or foes 
of free speech. The whole town was intensely ex- 
cited, and many people had come in from the sur- 
rounding country. Before Colonel Ingersoll had 
said anything, probably nine out of ten of the spec- 
tators would hav rejoiced piously to see Mr. Rey- 

'nolds sentenced to the penitentiary; if, when the 
colonel was stopped by the presiding judge in the 
afternoon, the verdict could hav been given by the 
audience they would hav unanimously declared that 
the suppression of free speech, as attempted by the 
prosecution, was the most heinous of crimes. As 
soon a8 Colonel Ingersoll had forced his way through 
the crowd and found a seat, Judge Childs cautioned 
the people to keep quiet, and ordered the clerk to 
impanel the jury. The defense was allowed six chal- 
lenges only, and they were necessarily used by Colo- 
nel Ingersoll in a very short time, for from the start 
the judge was plainly against Mr. Reynolds; and no 
matter how bigoted a talesman confessed himself to 
be in reponse to the questions of Colonel Ingersoll 
the double-chinned cipher in the center of the bench 
ruled that he was a competent juror. And such 


—anywhere to find an object to employ his attention 


dict which should leave the flag unstained, and the 


men as had been called for jury duty! Ignorant 


Roman Catholics from the mines, stolid carpenters— 


with no thought but of their six days of toil and one 


of worship—superstitious Methodists, and bigoted 
Presbyterians formed the material selected to try a 
man for expressing his honest thought concerning 
the Christian deity. There were little snakes of 
prejudice, as Colonel Ingersoll put it, lurking in the 
minds of all of them, but the judge held that that 
made no difference so long as they thought they 
could acquit Mr. Reynolds providing the evidence 
showed that he had not distributed the pamphlets in 
As that was not disputed, it is easily 
When Colonel 
Ingersoll had exhausted all his challenges, and the 
jury had been seated, and stood up, and sworn, and 
counted and recounted with all the pompous formality 


Morristown ! 
seen what the jury must hav been. 


of ancient rules, the list stood as follows: Jacob 
Odgen, church-member, denomination not stated ; 
Lewis Boing, no church; Andrew B. Cogan, Roman 
Catholic; Paul H. Mandeville, no church; George 
Schuyler, no church; Michael Rourke, Roman Cath- 
olic; Eugene Buchanan, Methodist; Leo De Hart, 
no church; Horace L. Dunham, church-member, de- 
nomination not given; Lemuel E. Pierson, ditto; 
Benjamin Flaharty and John McTiernan, Roman 
Catholics. There were but two or three of these 
men with faces indicating any intelligence whatever, 
and their verdict proved that each one ought to be 
marked on the forehead, J. J.—Jersey jackass. 
When these animals had been secured in the pen, 
District-Attorney Cutler told them that the crime 
charged upon Mr. Reynolds was circulating & blas- 
phemous and impious pamphlet. He then called as 
witness John W. Babbitt, a constable of the court, 


who was armed with a copy of the pamphlet, which 


he swore he had religiously preserved locked up in 
his bookcase ever since it was given to him by Mr. 
Reynolds in person. Winfield West, bill poster, 
testified that he too had received a pamphlet, besides 
which he had warned Mr. Reynolds not to distribute 
them in Morristown as it interfered with his, the 
witness’s, business. Thomas Cleary, Benj. McLean, 
Matthew Lowe, Mr. Dutton, George L. Clark, 
David L. Fox, Charles Thursten, Lewis Armstrong, 
all received pamphlets from the hand of Mr. Rey- 
nolds last October, and the pamphlets they received 
were copies of the one offered in evidence by the 
prosecutor, who rested his case when the last wit- 
ness had stepped down from the chair. 

The witnesses used up the timc cf court till recess. 
Upon the reopening of court Colu: el Ingersoll began 
the defense. 
of the pamphlet was admitted, but began at once 
his address to the jury. Time and lack of space pre- 
vent the publication of the speech this week, but we 
shall giv it verbatim in our next issue. No summary 
published in any of the daily papers givs the faintest 
idea of its beauty and grandeur. All the hot sum- 
mer afternoon he held the audience spell-bound—not 
a man moved from his seat; scores were touched to 
tears, while often times it seemed impossible to pre- 
vent the people from breaking into tumultuous ap- 
plause to express their approval of his sentiments. 
The lay judges listened intently, and more than once 
their hands seemed desirous of meeting in approving 
contact. The gavel of the presiding judge was con- 
stantly busy, though when not actually pounding the 
little square of marble before him he leaned back in 
his chair, looked out of the-window, up at the ceiling 


that he might not hear the burning sentences flowing 
from the eloquent lips of the greatest man this cent- 
ury has produced. Colonel Ingersoll spoke low and 
soft, pleading with the stumps before him for a ver- 


pages of New Jersey’s history unsoiled by the most 
infamous of acts, the suppression of free speech. 
His voice has recovered its strength and tone, and its 
lowest note was heard in the farthest corner of the 
court room. The speech was full of imagery, the 
purest patriotism, the grandest of pleas for liberty, 
and the most exquisit and touching pictures. He 
made point after point against the law, following it 
from the dens and caves of savagery up through the 
centuries of religious persecution to the present, 
when, as he said, he had hoped the battle for human 
rights had been fought and won. Mercilessly he de- 
nounced the law, and with’flawless logic showed that 


, | if Mr. Reynolds had not the right to express his sen- 


timents, then no man on the jury had the right to 
speak his. 


‘speech in itself. 


He had no witnesses, fcr the circulation 


He touched every chord of the human! 


heart and had the audience with him in every 
thought, but if he implanted even the feeblest senti- 
ment of tenderness, of loyalty to principle, of patriot- 
ism, or of right into the clods before him in the jury 
box, the illegal and brutal charge of the judge must 
hav torn it up by the roots. Among the whole 
twelve images of humanity there was not one man. 
About half past four Judge Childs interrupted 
Mr. Ingersoll with the announcement that the hour 


of adjournment had arrived, and after a-caution to 


the jury not to permit discussion of the case in their 
presence, the court room was cleared.. Friday morn- 
ing at half past nine Colonel Ingersoll resumed his 
argument, continuing until nearly half past ten 
o'clock. The morning address was a complete 
He summed up the points he had 
made and emphasized the legal grounds upon which 
he asked for the acquittal of Mr. Reynolds. As he 
neared the end of his appeal, the judge poised the 
gavel, ready to suppress the applause which the 
audience seemed bound to giv the pleader for liberty. 
The last word had scarcely left the Colonel's lips 
when the wooden hammer fell, and silence was en- 


forced. District-Attorney Cutler was upon his feet 


at once, and attracted the attention of the jury. Mr. 
Cutler is a youngster of some thirty years, pleasant 
to look upon, but inclined to be a trifle deceptiv in 
what he promises. He is not a good speaker and 
shows but little of that deep learning in the law 
which, as district attorney, he must of course pos- 
sess. He stated to the jury that the law against 
blasphemy was on the statute books. With its wis- 
dom or unwisdom they as jurors had nothing to do. 
Their duty was to say whether the words of Mr. 
Reynolds as copied in the indictment came within the 
meaning df the statute. Whether the statute is con- 
stitutional or not must make no difference to them ; 
that was for a higher court to determin. They must 
judge of the facts only. Except by giving a sono- 
rous roll to the words, “Gentlemen of the jury!” and 
occasionally emphasizing the last word of some other 
séntence in an equally meaningless manner, Mr. Cut- 
ler made no attempt to speak interestingly. What 
he told the jury ought to hav been in the judge’s 
charge, and he must hav the credit of making no 
appeal to the evident religious prejudices of the 
twelve men who were to decide the case. He spoke 
for ten or fifteen minutes. When he sat down, the 
presiding judge, Mr. Francis Childs, began his 
charge. 

We hav previously described Mr. Childs, but that 
description of him was as he appears in calm judicial 
repose. When he has a religious opponent in his | 
power, he changes his looks. His passions send the 
blood to his face in a flood, his black eyes twinkle 
with malice, and he speaks with such enthusiasm as 
we may imagin Cotton Mather exhibited when he 
argued for the execution of witches in early colonial 
times. Displacing one of the lay judges at the end 
of the bench, that he might be nearer the jury, Judge 
Childs entered upon his argument. It was evident 
after the first five minutes that the district-attorney 
and the judge had “ swapped jobs.” Mr. Cutler had 
been cool and comparativly mild. The judge was the 
opposit. His words were not a judicial charge to a 
jury, but a heated and very slightly disguised appeal 
for conviction. He raised his voice in temper, 
pounded the bench to emphasize his points, and 
throughout his speech was the advocate for his relig- 
ion and the prosecutor of him who had brought it 
into contempt. His zeal betrayed him. Legally 
expressed, the case at this point was Colonel Inger- 
soll for the defendant, Judge Childs for the plaintiff ; 
and the plaintiffs attorney made it a matter of per- 
sonal pride to win. It was not often he got the 
chance to argue against so distinguished a man as 
Colonel Ingersoll, and the opportunity must be made 
the most of. With the superstitious reverence which 
the average juror feels for the high dignitary upon 
the bench, he might hav won it in any event; but 
with the jury he had before him, it was the easiest. 
thing in the world. We quote his speech for the, 
sole reason that it possesses historic interest as show- 
ing the worst that can be done by evena New Jersey 
judge: 

‘¢ You will notice that the defendant is on trial for libel, 
and it is called a blasphemous libel, because it denies and 
contumeliously reproaches the holy name of God ; because it 
contumeliously reproaches Jesus Christ and the holy word of 
God. Blasphemy consists in the denial of the being, attri- 
butes, or nature of, or uttering impious and profane things 
against, God or the authority of the holy scriptures; but it 
is only committed by uttering such things in a scoffing and 
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railing manner, out of a reproachful disposition, as it were, 
in the speaker, rather than with any purpose of propagating 
his irreverent opinion. If he has merely asserted his disbe- 
lief in all the popular notions of Christianity, without at. 
tempting by impious and abusiv or blasphemous remarks to 
wound the feelings of the whole Christian community, he 
will not hav committed an offense of which the law can take 
notice. . : 

‘You will further observe that the defendant is not on 
trial for the principles of his religious belief. The laws of 
this state recognize no standard of faith, nor any established 
form of worship. There is no offense known to our laws as 
heresy or nonconformity. 

“ If you are satisfied from the evidence that the defendant 
circulated the alleged libel, and that the'same is blasphemous, 
and that the same was written, published, and circulated for 
the purpose of scoffing at, or railing and bringing into dis- 
repute the Christian religion in that respect, and out of a 
reproachful disposition in the writer, and calculated and 
intended to wound the feelings of the Christian community, 
then the defendant is guilty in manner and form as he stands 
charged. 

** It has been said, gentlemen, that the words contained in 
this indictment are not blasphemous; that is, that they are 
not scoffing and railing, that they are not uttered with a re- 
proachful spirit, and that they are not calculated to wound 
the religious sentiment entertained by a large portion of the 
community. That is a question for you to judge. You can 
read them over. You can read them with care, as found in 
the indictment, and after having read them, then you are to 
pass that judgment on those words that you think under 
your oaths, and acting in the discharge of an important duty, 
they are entitled to. 


** But it is said in this case that the law under which this 
prosecution is maintained is obsolete—that it is dead. The 
law on this subject is not obsolete or dead. It is to-day the 
living expression of the will of the people in reference to this 
particular matter, and you hav no more right to disregard 
or make this law a dead letter, or refuse to enforce it, than 
you hav to repeal or abrogate any other law on the statute 
books protecting citizens in their rights of person or 
property. : 

“You, gentlemen, are not possessed, as has been well 
remarked, with arbitrary powers. You do not hav legis- 
lativ functions. Itis your duty to pass on existing laws, and 
as you find them—not to cavil at, not to question, the wisdom 
or propriety of that enactment. It has been enacted by a 
power far above you, by a power representing the people, 
and it is the expression of the will of the people that comes 
before us here as the law, and it is a mistake that a jury or a 
member of a jury has a right to do as he pleases. 
not that right. He is bound as a good citizen, he is bound 
by the oath he has taken, he is bound by his conscience, to 
administer justice in this case according to the law of the 
land—not as he wishes it, not as he would hav it; but as he 
finds it. He is under the law, restrained by the law, pro- 
tected by the law, directed by the law, as much in the jury 
room ås he is out of it. à . 

** Now, gentlemen, whatis the history of this case ? And I 
will say here that there may be an honest difference of opin- 
ion, as there undoubtedly is an honest difference of opinion, 
as to the propriety of this enactment. You may hav your 
individual views. I may hav my individual views. It may 
be that I would wish the law different from what itis. You 
may wish the law more stringent than we find it. So it is 
with every law. There is not a law on the statute books but 
what you will find an honest difference of opinion in refer- 
énce to. As to the law in reference to capital punishment— 
the punishment visited for the gravest offenses committed 
against the law—men differ, and differ widely, but can it be 
held that because a juror differed as to the wisdom of that 
law that therefore a person arraigned before him on a charge 
of murder, with evidence proving his guilt beyond a reason- 
able doubt, that that man should be acquitted because a 
juror doubted the wisdom of the law ? 

‘What is law? We say the law forbids this, or commands 
that—what do we mean by law? We hav heard the learned 
advocate for the defendant in this case. With beautiful 
words, impassioned manner, and with speech so glowing as 
to send a thrill to every heart, he has pictured the beauties 
of liberty. But where is the essence of liberty—-where is the 
evidence of it? Is it not in the great power vested in 
self-government? And where is the evidence of self-govern- 
ment save in the power to enact laws by the people for the 
government of all the people? And what is law, I ask you? 
The learned commentator saysit isa rule of action prescribed 
by the supreme power of the state. And where do we find 
here the supreme power lodged? Where is sovereignty 
here? It reposes in the people. Then what islaw? Itisa 
rule prescribed by the people for the government of the peo- 
ple. It is not the will of a legislature, not the say-so of a 
body of men who are in power to-day and away to-morrow— 
that is not law. And so, when we say that there is on the 
statute books of the state of New Jersey a law that says, ‘No 
man shall commit blasphemy,’ that is the same as saying 
that the power of the people exercising the sovereignty re- 
posed in them has declared that thus is the will of the peo- 
ple of the state of New Jersey. 

** What secures freedom of speech? What guarantees toa 
defendant the right to trial by jury? What givs the 
processes of court to compel the attendance of witnesses? 
What is it that prevents the courts from closing the mouth of 
his counsel? It is the law. And how long, gentlemen— 
think of it—could freedom of speech exist without law ? 

* Now, gentlemen, does this law interfere with the free- 
dom of speech ? On that question I hav an opinion deliv- 
ered by probably one of the most eminent students of the 
Constitution that this country ever saw—a gentleman whose 


He has, 


writings are found in every library, whose opinions are 
quoted almost as gospel; and he, passing on & case exactly 
similar to this, says: ‘The free and equal and undisturbed 
enjoyment of religious opinion, whatever it may be, and free 
and decent discussion on any religious subject is guaranteed 
and secured; but to revile with malicious and blasphemous 
contempt the religion professed by almost the whole com- 
munity is an abuse of this right. And in that same case 
this law under discussion—and I so charge you—was held 
to be perfectly constitutional, and that it was no invasion of 
the rights of the citizen so faras freedom of speech was con- 
cerned. 

** Now, gentlemen, it is said that this is an obsolete law. 
This law is found first, so far as we are coucerned, back 
in the colonial days of this state. Almost at the first forma- 
tion of the state government it was enacted as a law. In 
1844 the law was again adopted by the people as the rule of 
conduct with reference to this particular subject-matter. In 
1874—not fourteen years ago—only a little over thirteen 


years ago—the people of the state of New Jersey represented. 


in the legislature by their representativs, enacted this same 
law again as the rule of conduct that they prescribed for the 
government of all the people of this state. There it is. 

“‘ And, gentlemen, I desire to call your attention again to 
this fact, that your duty as jurors is limited solely to passing 
upon the question of the existence of the law and the ques- 
tion of the violation of the law. With the wisdom of the 
enactment you hav nothing to do. That power is vested in 
the people and exercised by them through the legislature. 
Since this very bill was formed, since this indictment was 
presented, the people of this state hav assembled through 
their representativs at the state capital. The doors were 
open. This case had notoriety. If it was the desire and 
wish of the people that this law should be stricken from the 
statute book, there was the proper tribunal to appeal to, and 
power vested with ample jurisdiction over this matter. 

“ But it is enough for.us to know that it is the Jaw, and 
being the law, we are bound to enforce it; and if this de- 
fendant has been proved to your satisfaction, beyond the 
reasonable doubt I hav referred to, to hav committed the 
crime of blasphemy, it is your duty to convict him. If he 
has not, it is your duty to acquit him. Let him be acquitted, 
or let him be convicted, because he has either violated, or 
has not violated, the law. Do not acquit him by violating 
the law yourself.” 


When the judge finished, silence fell. Every one 
was astonished, amazed, stupefied with the plain bias 
and heat exhibited. The listening lawyers present 
glanced at each other and winked suspiciously. The 
spectators sat in open-mouthed wonder. The re- 
porters for the New York dailies, used to court 
scenes and tyrannical rulings, were taken so far 
aback by the speech that they forgot to write. ‘Do 
not acquit him by violating the law yourselvs !” 
What could a spineless juryman do after a command 
like that? The silence was broken by the judge, 
who commanded the clerk to swear the officers who 
were to hav charge of the barn doors when the jury 
went out. Soon the jury chairs were empty, the 
spectators, lawyers, and judges scattered, subject to 
call when the jury returned. Opinions were about 
even on & verdict of acquittal; strong that it would 
be either acquittal or disagreement; few believed 
that conviction could follow after Colonel Ingersoll’s 


speech. These good opinions simply proved that 


the people didn’t know the kind of a jury they get 
up in Morristown. Being used to juries of men, 
however, this mistake was natural. Besides, the 
judge had supplied every quality of prejudice the 
jury lacked, and had driven them into a corner. 

The jury retired just before eleven o'clock; just 
after twelve o'elock they sent word that they had 
agreed. The court was again in session, and the 
jury returned in single-file, like a dozen jackasses 
along a narrow path. Ranged in a row, they elected 
the foreman to speak for them. Mr. Jacob Ogden 
looked at the clerk and said, “Guilty!” The judge 
said, “ Gentlemen you are discharged,” and the twelve 
disappeared. 

All through the trial Mr. Reynolds bore himself 
firmly. The anger against him was intense through- 
out the town, the only resident who spoke civilly to 
him being the clerk at the Mansion House. This, 
however, did not seem to cause him any anxiety, and 
he certainly was not visibly afraid of the court. He 
looked the jurymen square in the face, and the eyes 
that were cast down were not behind his spectacles. 

When the jury pronounced their verdict, the pros- 
ecutor had gone to dinner and could not be found. 
After waiting for him awhile, the court took’ a 
recess to go to dinner, reassembled at one o'clock, 
but stil no prosecutor. Becoming tired, Judge 
Childs assumed a judicial demeanor, and said sternly, 
“Charles B. Reynolds, stand up.” Mr. Reynolds 
stood up. “You hav been convicted,” continued Mr. 
Childs, “of circulating blasphemous matter. Inas- 
much as the law has for so long been unused, you 
may reasonably be expected to hav been ignorant of 


it. And while ignorance of the law excuses no man 
from its penalties, the court feels bound to take the 
fact of your ignorance into consideration in passing 
sentence. The judgment of the court is that you 
pay a fine of twenty-five dollars, together with the 
costs of prosecution, and stand committed till 
paid.” 

This back-down was not altogether unexpected. 
When the verdict was rendered, Colonel Ingersoll at 
once moved for a new trial, but during the hunt for 
the prosecutor it was found that the two Jay judges, 
Messrs. Quimby and Munson, were opposed to the 
punishment of heresy, and insisted upon a light fine 
as the penalty on the conviction secured, and a dis- 
missal of the other indictment. The prosecutor was 
also willing that the matter be disposed of in that 
way. With the exception of Childs, the court felt, 
as a daily paper put it, willing to let up on Mr. Rey- 
nolds if Colonel Ingersoll would let up on the court. 
After his speech on Thursday, the Baptist and Meth- 
odist preachers of the place approached Colonel 
Ingersoll and told him they agreed with “ every word 
he had said." A young lawyer, the son of the Pres- 
byterian parson of the place, said the same. Though 
the ministers doubtless exaggerated their agreement, 
there was no doubt that the speech had had a great 
influence upon publie sentiment. The judges knew 
of this, and when Colonel Ingersoll told them that if 
they tried Mr. Reynolds upon the other indictment, 
he would come down and convert the whole town, 
they thought the joke might hav a serious side. 
Had Childs been left to himself, he would probably 
hav imposed the full penalty of thelaw. But Colonel 
Ingersoll had softened publie sentiment and won 
over the lay judges, and Mr. Reynolds escaped state 
prison. 

When the bill of costs had been made out by the 
clerk of the court, with the fine added, Colonel Inger- 
soll made out his check for the amount—seventy-five 
dollars—and passed it over, remarking that if they 
wanted any more to let him know and he would send 
it to them. It is not likely that he will be called 
upon for more, however, for when the Morristown 
Jerseymau gets a chance to foot up a bill against a 
New York heretic, he is not apt to forget many items 
of importance. By the time the clerk had pocketed 
the check Prosecutor Cutler had returned from din- 
ner, and in response to & question from the judge 
said he desired to enter a nolle prosequi as to the 
other indictment. The judge granted this, ordered 
Mr. Reynolds's bondsman, Mr. Edwin Worman, to be 
exonerated, and dismissed the court. 

In the little speech to the “prisoner at the bar” 
it will be noticed that the judge ate the words he 
uttered in the charge. Before he had ascertained 
how the associate judges stood in the matter, Mr. 
Childs. had been hot for conviction. The district 
attorney also wanted a conviction to the end that his 
descent might be made easy. The extraordinary 
lack of intelligence and manhood in the jury, and the 
extraordinary abundance of prejudice and venom in 
the judge, who sunk his office in that of the advocate, 
secured it. They had their way to that point, when 
they were overruled, and compelled to retreat. 
When Childs was charging the jury, therefore, the 
law was a live and breathing statute, the latest ex- 
pression of the sovereign people, whose will it 
undoubtedly was that it should be enforced. When 
he came to sentence the prisoner, the law had be- 
come obsolete. It was one of the most rapid cases 
of dissolution known in the annals of jurisprudence. 
At a quarter before eleven o’clock, when he charged 
the jury, and again at & quarter past twelve o'clock, 
when the verdict was rendered, the law was remarka- 
bly healthy, and bade fair to liv another two hundred 
years. At a quarter past one o'clock it had died of 
old age, and was buried in the cemetery of the past ! 
Let us hope that Christian hate and prejudice will 
never again find a Gabriel to resurrect it. 

Mr. Reynolds is now free from the toils of New 
Jersey savagery, and will resume his labors for 
intellectual liberty. He realizes that he has been 
very near to prison, and escaped only by the ability 
of his counsel. Nevertheless, he will again take the 
field with his tent, if the Liberals want him, and it is 
not likely that he will again be put in danger. 

For his sacrifices and services in this case Colonel 
Ingersoll will be thanked by every true man and 
woman in the world. The others will probably 
mourn that he succeeded in keeping a heretie out of 
prison. 
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Letters from friends, 


Donps, O., May 8, 1887. 
Mr. Epiror: I would like to hav you giv me the name of 
a paper publishing woman's suffrage matters, and the pro- 
ceedings of progressiv women, in Washington city. I hav 
heard of such a paper being published there, but do not 
know what it is called. I hav been taking your paper for 
several years past, and think it one of the best. I hav here- 
tofore given my mind and time for the freedom of the human 
family, but as my stay is short what time I hav to stay shall 
be devoted to freeing women’s souls and bodies from slavery. 
Aaron Evans. 


Hammonton, N. J., May 2, 1887. 
Mr. Epiror: Allow me to commend your designs in the 
last issue of Toe TRUTH SEgrkER. I hav before this studied 
in the pages of Punch the steady artistic pregress that sheet 
gave the chance to Leach to illustrate. It is wonderful to 
consider. Punch began its illustrations with mere lines for 
human beings, and it came to delight the world with the wit, 
the purity, and the artistic beauty of its illustrations. Mr. 
Heston has a greater chance, and it seems that he recognizes 
it. This last picture of the school teacher is admirable in all 

its details. Epwarp HowLAND. 


About 6 o'clock Patrick Clarke, a bartender in William Bennett’s 
saloon, No. 5:3 Sixth avenue, was found with a party of friends 
drinking beer on the second floor of No. 102 West Thirty-Second 
street. He was arrested.—N. Y. World, Mau 9, 1887. : 

New York, May 10, 1887. 
Mr. Epitor: Inclosed find a text for a lay sermon. If I 
believed in a hell, I think that the perpetrators of such a 
Sunday law ought to be consigned to the hottest corner. As 
it is, you hav my authority and warrant for condemning them 
to the hottest and most disagreeable corner of the other 
place. ‘Their sentence and punishment shall be, Inasmuch 
as ye hav done this thing unto the people, I condemn ye to 
read this law daily, and to ponder on its wickedness, its fool- 
ishness, and its shortsightedness, and to listen to the revil- 
ings which all fair-minded men shall subject ye to, and may 

the gods hav mercy on your souls. Amen. W.G. O. 


Rooxrort, Mo., May 1, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: I see that some of your subscribers are dis- 
satisfied about your position in regard to the Chicago 
Anarchists’ trial. Now this thing makes me tired. I say 
those men did not hav a fair trial, and, in the nature of 
things, could not hav a fair and impartial trial with nine- 
tenths of the public press and the pressure of public senti- 
ment against them. I suppose some of your growlers will 
say that the writer of this is an Anarchist, and will want him 
hanged on general principles. Iam not in favor of Anarchy, 
neither do I indorse the George land theory, but I am op- 
posed to the death penalty, and if the six Anarchists are 
executed, I shall regard it as but little better than the Bruno 
or Servetus affair. I hope the croakers will giv us a rest. 
The way I understand your position is that you are in favor 
of a fair and impartial trial for any and every man accused 
of crime—simply this, and nothing more. 

Wishing you success, I am as ever with you for right and 
justice, G. G. Brox. 

TUCKER HENDERSON’S FUNERAL. 

When it became known that Tucker Henderson was dead the 
county authorities were of the opinion that as he had no relativs 
he had no friends, and the proper disposition of his body, accord- 
ing to law, would be to send it to the Ann Arbor dissecting rooms, 

Honest old Tuck's friends, however, objected, and John Galligan 
and H. H. Boekeloo began to solicit funds with which to giv him a 
decent burial. The necessary amount was quickly raised, a coffin 
and hearse procured, and a lot purchased in Riverside cemetery. 
Mr. Galligan called upon two ministers of the gospel here to say a 
few words at the grave, but were unsuccessful. The remains were 
taken to the burial spot yesterday afternoon at 2 o'clock; and A. D. 
Skinner and Mr. Galligan were the only mourners. In the absence 
of a minister Mr. Galligan officiated. He said :'* Here lies an honest 
man. He was black, but the color was only skin deep; his heart 
was big and true; he never told a lie, nér stole a penny, nor 
wronged a living man.” 

Karamazoo, May 2, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: I inclose clipping from the Gazette of this 
city to show you what kind of ministers of the gospel we hav 
out here, and to show to you conclusivly that their aim is 
not money or honors, but that they labor solely for the bene- 
fit of the human race! 

The case referred to is one in which an ex-slave, an old 
_ negro known to everyone as a happy old fellow, proverbially 
honest, was refused Christian burial, simply because he was 
poor and had no relations. The ministers referred to evi- 
dently thought '* there was nothing in it.” 

For my part I would rather hav such words as Mr. Galli. 
gan uttered, honestly spoken above my grave, than the most 
elaborate collection of empty words that ever a preacher con- 
cocted. J. D. Sosert. 


CorumBus, Kan., May 7, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: Never was there a time in the history of the 
world when all papers and books on the side of truth, justice, 
and humanity needed mental, moral, legal, and pecuniary 
aid more than now. After fifty years of warfare, I am no 
longer able to do much, but for ten years I hav given away 
my Teora Serkers and other Liberal papers to those I 
thought would read them, and I never let them lie in the 
house or be destroyed, but take a bundle with me, and giv 
them out here and there to those who will read them. In 
this way in the last fifteen years inthis county, and formany 
years previous, I hav sown much good seed, which I believe 
has done much good, and germinated in not a few minds to 
the dissipation of old errors, the growth of a love of truth 
and humanity. Many Liberals who take Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER read it, or half read it, privately, and on account of 
their business interests, patronage, office, popularity, or the 


„verts. 


opposition of wives, daughters, or friends, lay away their 
papers out of sight, or let their children, as Ihav now and 
then seen, destroy them. Thus, and various other ways, 
much of the good subscribers might do, the influence they 
might exert, the light they might spread, the impressions 
they might make, and the mental eyes they might open, is 
lost, and not effected. 

Well, I hav tried to do my part in this respect, and I call 
upon you, O apathetic reader, to go and do likewise, and if 
all will do so, it will greatly increase our power and our con- 
* Let your light so shine before men that they, see- 
ing your good works, may glorify our" religion of humanity 
and aspirations to a true life. J. H. Coox. 


ANAHEIM, Car., April 29, 287. 

Mr. Eprron: Find inclosed 25cents for the TRUTH SEEKER 
ANNUAL for this year. I am sorry I hav neglected it so long. 
We had the pleasure of visiting with S. P. Putnam while 
here. His lecture on ‘‘The Glory of Infidelity " I never 
heard equaled, and sincerely regret that every person in the 
land was not present. I was trying shortly afterward to de. 
Scribe the logical points in the lecture to & professor of Chris- 
tianity, and gave the title of the lecture. He rolled up his 
eyes in dismay, and said‘ ** Infidelity never did any good in 
the world.” He believes what he says, and acts accordingly. 
But if those that condemn it without hearing Mr. Putnam 
could be persuaded to read his New God,” it would help 
them see the absurdities of orthodoxy. 

Dr. Higbie’s suggestions on burial expenses and associa- 
tions are admirable. We hav the ‘‘ Truth Seeker Collec- 
tion ;” that answers a very good purpose. . Above all, we 
need to organize in every place where six or more persons 
reside; they should meet and devise ways and means to hold. 
meetings. We were sorry that Mr. Putnam's appointments 
precluded his giving a course of lectures in Anaheim. We 
need speakers gifted with the ability to instruct and advise 
the scattered forces—how to unite, financially and socially, 
to make a success of our gatherings, and to make them 
attractiv. Liberals as a rule hav enjoyed the freedom from 
superstition so thoroughly that they hav neglected to watch 
the influences thrown over their children by the church, and 
if they find the children don't really believe the dogmas, still 
they will enjoy the popular gatherings, and neglect the un- 
popular. Seventeen years ago Presbyterianism was repre- 
sented in Anaheim by a parson and six hearers; now a 
church edifice, and, I guess, ninety or over members. Epis- 
copals, Methodists, Evangelicals, Protestants, and Catholics 
all hav churches and preaching. I hope to liv to see a free 
hall dedicated to the light-bearer. Mrs. KATE PARKER. 


Fr. Worta, Texas, May 10, 287. 

Mr. Epiror: I seldom see any letters in the grand old 
Truta SEEKER from this place, nor hav I ever met any of the 
truth seekers of thetown, though I would like to, and also join 
them. In my own way, I am doing what I can for Tux 
TRUTH SELKER and its cause. I hav got three or‘four readers 
who buy it from newsdealers, and hav got a newsdealer here 
to promis to keep books, etc., published at the TRUTA SEEKER 
office. 

Mr. Heston’s picture, ** A Visitor from Rome,” is good, 
though rough on the devil. I don’t believe the Bible devil is 
half as bdd as the Roman devil. It is too good a joke to 
keep, as it were, so I just grinned around my friends till I 
got a chance at them with the picture. Some admire it, and 
others think they will go to hell for looking at it. We hava 
Methodist Bible-pounder here who told his half-crazy follow- 
ers, *If your house rent is due, if you hav not a dust of 
flour, in fact, not a morsel of food in the house, your little 
children ragged and hungry, and only-hav one dollar, and 
Christ should ask for the dollar, giv it to him." This rev- 
erend imbecil’s name is A. A. Allison. There has been some- 
thing said about “our Bob” getting to the White House. 
Well, I can’t believe he will make it, but I hope he will try 
it. I know of several votes he would get here from promi- 
nent church men. Though they don’t like his views on re- 
ligion, his temperance talk catches them. 

I guess I'll not try to enlighten you on how to run your 
paper. It suits me, and the only way to suit me better is to 
get more of them, and as soon as I get able I will send fora 
lot of pamphlets, etc.; but money is very scarce in this por- 
tion of Texas. 

Well, as the nativs here say, ‘‘ You has done gone an’ 
strock my tender p'ints." Iam an old Knight of Labor, but 
hav not visited a lodge for seven or eight months. It doesn’t 
smell right—too much Christ and crown business about it. 
Show up the crookedness. I am of the same opinion as your 
paper. I think Powderly has sold out to the Catholic 
church. Í C. E. ILSEN. 


YanxeTon, Dax., May 10, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: Joseph Cook has come and gone. He was 
here to deliver a lecture in a regular course paid for by Yank- 
tonians. His subject was, ‘‘ The Seven Modern Wonders of 
the World." The sixth wonder was the rapid march of 
Christianity, and in it the elephantine Joe, as usual, abused 
everybody who failed to agree with his highness. R. G. 
Ingersoll seemed to be an object of his most special hate, 
and he lied about him scandalously. Colonel Ingersoll and 
the Liberal League he said were obscenists of the most viru- 
lent type; so bad, in fact, and so dangerous, that it has been 
the custom for years in Eastern cities to abandon the habit 
of printing the names of ladies attending schools and col- 
leges for fear Colonel Ingersoll and the Liberal League would 
be sending them obscene literature through the mails. Joe’s 
red rag is that awful petition sent to Congress some years 
ago to abolish the Comstock laws, but Joe didn’t know that 
a goodly portion of his audience were signers of the petition 
along with your humble servant. Yankton sent 165 names, 
and ig not an obscenist ejther. Moreover, we think his ele- 


phantine highness exhibited very poor judgment to come 
loaded with nastiness before a Yankton audience and indulge 
in the tirade he did under pretense of entertaining us. We 
hired him and paid him a good, rouud sum to come here and 
deliver a popular lecture, and of course were very much dis- 
gusted with the outcome. Even his orthodox brethren who 
were present admit that we hav no further use for him. 
Among other lies, he said that he ran D. M. Bennett out of 
Bombay by telling the truth about him. I was glad I had 
Bennett’s four ‘Around the World” volumes and was able 
to prove to the people that Joe waxy not only a bigot but a liar 
of huge proportions. The vulture is not willing even to let 
the dead rest in their graves, but must drag them forth and 
mop them with his vile tongue. Freethought journals he 
first alludes to as sheets, then recalls it and dubs them nap- 
kins, and finally rags. An acute observer is our Joe. In- 
stance the following: ‘‘ The slight ripple on the page of theo- 
logical literature caused by Channing, Parker, and Emerson 
has already been quite obliterated by the ascendency of or- 
thodox Christianity, and the work of their lives was labor 
lost.” As the man can scarcely be considered a focl, I am 
constrained to pronounce him a knave. D. P. Wirroox. 


Irzaoa, N. Y., May 14, 1887. 

To E. M. MaopoNarp: In the last number of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, May 14, 1887, I find your criticism on the mentality 
of Christ, or identity of Jesus, and I hav this to say, that the 
reason you hav doubts as to where Christ could be found is 
because you hav not yet arisen from the animal to the intel- 
lectual, but are blinded by sensationalism. It has been your 
continual study how not to see the principle, and from 
whence the man Christ Jesus originated; and still you un- 
ceasingly proclaim, Humanity, humanity! None so blind as 
those who won’t see. You say he has vanished before the 
rays of positiv knowledge. Believe me, they are the rays of 
moonshine (the animal of nature). The word Jesus was in 
the beginning the positiv and negativ embodiment of nature’s 
masculin and feminin form in great variety, transferred (so 
to speak) from vegetation to animal as per observation. 
Thus the animal takes form from material through vegeta- 
tion, and the Jesus appears a perfect animal man. Thus we 
hav the embodiment form of man. Thus he is in.the image 
and likeness of male and female nature, made of a woman 
(feminin), made under the law (masculin), that he (we) may 
hav knowledge to redeem them who are under the law (or. 
masculin rule). In nature male and female are one in dual 
form, to represent the positiv and negativ of all the funda- 
mental principles of nature. Hence in this form the animal 
man Jesus must taste death for all, as in Adam the one man . 
Jesus (the representativ editor TRuTH SEEKER), who is the 
high priest of execution before whom the last lingering 
doubts are dispelled. Thus he giveth up the ghost, the dead 
for the living. 

Jesus has no personality except the whole people; this 
Jesus must die mentally to heal our education, by the knowl- 
edge of a distinction from the feminin tree of good and evil. 
There is none good but one; that is positiv and negativ nat- 
ure. Good is from the masculin tree of life, while evil is 
from the feminin imagination or the negativ of good. To 
know thyself is to hav all possible knowledge. Thus Christ 
dwelleth in you, that is to say, the resurrection of the dead 
Jesus brings Christ, the trec of life (humanity), to our knowl- 
edge, and then it is the distinction between good and evil is- 
abolished, and we behold the perfection of masculin and 
feminin nature (the man Christ Jesus) our humanity. Names 
are naught without principle. ZENAS KENT. 


(Mr. Kent has made it all very clear. We are indebted to 
him.—Eb. T. 8.] 


Rarip Crry, Dax., April 6, 287. 
Mr. Epitor: In your copy of Nov. 20, 1886, I find an 
article by C. D. Wallace entitled, ‘‘ Earthquakes and Vol- 
canoes,” which contains some rather startling scientific de- 
ductions. He writes as though it were an established fact 


'that volcanic eruptions and earthquakes were synonymous 


terms. He says. “I think they will agree with me that the 
causes of earthquakes are not from the elements above the 
earth, or the slipping of the land beneath, . . . butthat 
it is, as we learn from a study of geology, caused by the 
pent-up vapors and gases from the interior of the earth.” 

This would perhaps apply to volcanic eruptions and their 
attendant local earthquakes. Butto say that all earthquakes 
are caused thus is putting it rather strong. Were this true, 
earthquakes would always be attended by a discharge of 
gases, etc., as in volcanic eruptions. 

On the contrary, a great many of the most destructiv 
earthquakes are attended by no eruption whatever. In this 
this respect, however, friend Wallace has fallen into a very 
common error, caused, no doubt, by the fact that earth- 
quakes are most common in the neighborhood of volcanoes. 
The connection, however, is only apparent. Volcanic erup- 
tions caused by the vapors, etc., are found most frequently 
along the zones of fracture, marked by its attendant moun- 
tain-chains and the coast line. The disarrangement of the 
strata here favors the percolation of water through fissures, 
until it reaches such a depth that the internal heat is suffi- 
cient to change it into vapor. Earthquakes we must con- 
sider as two classes—those attending volcanic action, and 
caused, as Brother Wallace says, by gases and vapors forcing 
an escape, and those unattended by such eruptions.’ The 
cause of this latter class is by no means clear. One theory 
advanced, and perhaps the most plausible one, is that such 
quakes are but a continuation of the operation that upheaved 
the mountain-chains and sank the ocean beds. As the earth 
gradually cools and contracts, the hardened shell on the out- 
side becomes too large and a collapse is the result. This 
occurs at the weakest point, which would bring this class of 
quakes into the same belt of volcanoes, but from a different 
cause, Again, many of the volcanic eruptions are attended 
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. by no shock, notably those of the Sandwich Islands, the flow 
of lava being remarkably quiet. 
' However far astray in science, Brother Wallace gets home 
when he tackles the subject from a theological standpoint. 
The moral to his fable can cover a multitude of sins (mis- 
takes). W. H. PETREE. 


Prrr, O., May 9, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: Though a Liberal, a Freethinker, and Ag- 
nostic, I am a truth seeker. Hence I am not—like the aver- 
age Christian—contented with ev parte evidence in support 
of my own views, and actually afraid of all witnesses said 
to hav facis upon the other side. 

I am in the habit of going wherever truth is promised, with’ 
charity for all, and malice toward none. Accordingly, a few 
Sundays since, I attended one of our orthodox Christian 
Sunday-schools, in quest of light, and was not only invited, 
but actually rather pressed into the young (and middle-aged). 
men's Bible class. 'The regular teacher being absent, his. 
duty devolved upon the next in rank. During our drill upon 
one of those machine-made lessons, got up with stereotyped 
golden texts, questions, answers, etc., to prevent the possi- 
bility of anyone's stepping off the tan-bark cider-mill track 
of orthodoxy, as understood at headquarters, on to the fresh 
verdant grass of inquiry and Freethought, this teacher re. 
quested ‘‘some one of the class” to turn to ‘ xiii, 27th, 
Jericho,” and read according to the references. Several ac- 
cordingly commenced hunting. Some looked bewildered 
and hesitated, while one doubting but bold Thomas mildly 
and humbly suggested that there must be a mistake, as he 
did not think there was a book of Jericho in the Bible. -To 
this the teacher replied, ‘‘ Yes, there must be, for it says ‘Jer.,’ 
and that stands for Jericho.” But finally (like the flat, four- 
cornered-warld philosophers of old, after Magellan had sailed 
around it) this teacher had to giv it up, with nothing to fall 
back upon but the absurdity, as he said, of making '' Jer.” 
stand for anything but Jericho. . 

Before closing his instruction in this memorable lesson, 
this teacher embraced the opportunity of suggesting that it 
must be evident, ‘at least to every intelligent, thinking 
mind, that the scriptures are inspired, since, as they were 
written by so many different authors without conference, 
without inspiration, there could not possibly be such won- 
derful, beautiful, and uniform harmony between them." 
And I was obliged to go home profoundly impressed with 
the idea thata man who.had stood by his friend Jericho 
with such tenacity as he was highly competent to prove the 
inspiration of the scriptures by giving his voucher concern- 
ing the wonderful, beautiful, and uniform harmony thereof 
and therein, and that chiefly of such (as this teacher) appears 
to be the kingdom of heaven. Cyrus SEARS. 


New CAMBRIA, Kan., May 1, 287. 

Mr. Eprroz: ‘ Know thyself” and you will know a good 
majority, at least, of your class. Now I know how it is with 
myself; nearly every Liberal paper I receive has two or more 
good articles,and I think, ‘‘Now I will preserve that paper and 
review it at some future time,” but that is the last of it. I keep 
on receiving more just as good and never hav the desire or 
time to review the other, and, first thing I know, the children 
hav torn it up; and so goes one after another, until, when I 
go to collect them up, to giv away to do missionary work, 
‘there are very few to be found. 

** Necessity [and adversity] is the mother of invention.” It 
behooves us to be stirring when the clergy can excite the 
prejudices of their adherents so they are barely on speaking 
terms with their Infidel neighbors, and if we attempt to hav 
a lecture close all public buildings against us. At New 
Cambria there is no public place to hold meetings except 
Williams Hall, and it is not a very inviting place for ladies; so 
I waited on the school board. J. M. Brubaker, one of them, 
very exultingly told me I could hav the use of it one night 
for five dollars, and so we were compelled to take what was 
then Williams Hall. I would suggest right here, to Liber- 
als especially, where there are no other places of holding 
public meetings, to attend the school elections and see to it 
that there are persons elected directors that would giv per- 
mission to the Infidel as quick as the Christian to hold meet- 
ings in the school-house, and recollect that one or two votes 
will change almost any school election. And while I am 
about it I will relate another little circumstance. We hada 
literary at the New Cambria school-house this last winter, 
and, of course, Mrs. Abbott and I got in a good many Lib- 
eral ideas, and the school board sent in a written order that, 
if such and such was allowed, they would close the building, 
and we were put on the program for the next evening and 
then voted off; so you see how much fairness there is when 
the chnrch has it all its own way. 

After we had procured the hall they threw every obstacle 
in the way possible, and to cap the climax they held a con- 
ference at the church the same night we held the lecture, 
Now, what right hav they to interfere with our meetings, or 
with the getting up of them, any more than they hav to in- 
terrupt them after they are gotten up? But they generally 
do both, one as already stated, and the other by seating 
themselvs for a few moments and then getting up and leav- 
ing, and thereby trying to disconcert the speaker and divert. 
ing the attention of the audience from him. Is that the way 
they do at church? Is that doing unto others as they would 
like to be done by? Is that showing any of the well-bred 
manners every Christian claims to possess so much of? 
Did you ever know a Christian to act mannerly toward an: 
opponent to his religion, and ought they not to, when we 
pay indirectly on an average four dollars a year to help main- 
tain their institutions, in the way of church property being 
exempted from taxation? Every Liberal knows by expe- 
rience, just so long as you will be imposed upon by an indi- 
vidual just so long you will hav to be, and it is just so with 
anation. Bo I say, brother Liberals, stand on your man- i 


hood and your dignity and do not allow them to muzzle you | 


along with the worldly people, as they are pleased to call the 
non-church-members, as a good many of you do. 

I presume my experience is about the same as that of every 
activ worker for the cause, and is it not time for us to make 
a firm resolve to “ spread the light?” And what is more, 
the times are ripe for the effort. Then, I say, instead of lay 
ing your papers away for review and thereby allowing them 
to get torn up, giv them out. You hav had the benefit of 
them, and they wil help the cause and the publishers. 
Think of it; how much good you might do the publishers 
by introducing them in this way. I presume they send out 
hundreds of dollars’ worth of sample copies in a year. You 
might save them a great amount of this expense. I would 
like to take all the Liberal papers, but am only able to take 
one, unless I could liv on the diet of the fabled Nebuchad- 
nezzar. I hav plenty of wild grass, but not much else.. 

I make a firm resolve from this henceforth to giv out all 
back numbers of the paper I am subscribing for and all sam- 
ple copies sent me, so that any person wishing to subscribe 
can suit his own taste. What other effect would this hav? 
Why, when we advertised our lectures, instead of the do- 
minie being able to take advantage of the advertisment to 
&rouse the prejudices of the church people, he would not 
only fail, but they would attend and no doubt a good many 
of them would help defray the expenses of our meetings, and 
the dominie in his anguish of soul would be obliged to ex- 
claim, ** My God, my god, why hast thou forsaken me ?" 

‘ Joun W. ABBOTT. 


Los AxaGErzs, CAL., May 9, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron : Linclose herewith an interview with David 
Christie on the Topolobampo question which I hav no doubt 
will be of interest to your readers, quite à number of whom 
hav written me for information on the subject; and the in- 
closed so fully corroborates my former statements that it 
will hav a tendency, at least, to set on the inquiry those who 
may hav thought of going there. In treating this question, I 
hav no desire to injure any one, or the cause itself, but 
simply to giv the exact facts as I know them. Parties who 
hav put all their money into the enterprise, or who expect to 
make large profits off the misery of others, will, no doubt, 
defend the scheme, as, for instance, those who returned 
from Mexico with Owen for the avowed purpose of 
contradicting statements made by myself and others who left 
that abode of wretchedness at the same time. I want to 
state here that the name of the boy who was thrown to the 
sharks after his death by smallpox was Frank Bolin. His 
body was put in the bay by Dr. Glenn and Chas. E. Chase, 
which was done by the order of Dr: E. J. Schellhous, who 
informed me that he did it by Owens’s order. Ifany of your 
readers hav watched this discussion in the press and the 
Credit Foncier they will hav noticed that those upholding 
the fraud hav replied to statements of fact by personal abuse, 
always the weapon used by those who know they are wrong. 
‘You, Mr. Editor, in dealing with Christians, hav found this 
statement true. Truly yours, L. H. HAw&INS. 

From the San Francisco Chronice. 

Among the passengers on the last Panama mail steamer, 
which arrived a week ago, was David Christie, who boarded 
her at Mazatlan. He is a middle-aged man, who went down 
with other colonists from Denver, Col., to Topolobampo, 
arriving there on November 27th last. When interviewed 
yesterday with respect to the condition of affairs at the 
colony, he told a plain, straightforward story, from which it 
appears that the previous reports of the hapless and hopeless 
condition of the colonists hav not been exaggerated. He said 
he would be very glad if anything he might say would serve 
as a warning to people not to be imposed upon by the repre- 
sentations of one Dr. Schellhous, who left the colony with 
President Owen on April 5th (two days before he did), for 
Guaymas—Owen going east and Schellhous coming here to 
float a quantity of the worthless $100 Credit Foncier bonds. 
About thirty of the colonists left on the same little sloop for 
Guaymas, most of them able-bodied men, who were leaving 
in disgust and utter hopelessness of any improvement in the 
condition of affairs there. 

Owen, he said, had returned to the colony on the last of 
February, having been telegraphed for by the company’s 
surveyor on account of the disturbances and dissatisfaction 
arising from the -favoritism shown in the distribution of 
rations. He brought no money with him, as he had prom- 
ised, excusing himself on the ground that he was obliged to 
come back prematurely on account of the disturbances. The 
colonists were not really starving, as there was plenty of 
fiour and meal for their mush. They had fish now and 
then, but, as for lobsters and oysters, said to be plentiful 
there, he had seen nothing of them, and did not believe there 
were any. Many of the colonists were anxious to get away, 
but were not so fortunate as himself in having the means to 
pay passage-money. One carpenter was so anxious to leave 
that he offered to sell his chest of tools, worth $300, for $70, 
but found no purchaser. 

The rainy season will come on in two months, and matters 
will then be worse. From indications which Christie saw, 
the water sometimes rose during the rainy season four feet 
above the level of the road that had been constructed around 
the base of the mountain. The country was very flat. No 
work whatever had been done on the irrigation ditch pro- 
posed, and not more than could be done by twenty men in 
two days on the projected railroad. He had refused to work 
any more, because he saw that the whole thing was a hum- 
pug. He had expressed his views freely, and Owen had un- 
dertaken on that account to make him leave the colony 
within twenty-four hours. Owen had gone so far as to draw 
up an order that not more than two persons should meet 
together in the camp to talk over colony matters; but seeing 
that the order could never be enforced, he had withdrawn 
it immediately after it was read. One serious cause of dis- 
satisfaction was a deficiency of some $2,000 in the accounts 
of Directors Peet and Pratt, whocame from Denver. It was 
money paid in by the colonists and said to be expended, but 
no account was rendered. 

Eaton and Hawkins, directors from the Eastern States, left 
the colony in February, in disgust. Hawkins was attorney 
for the company. A month after they were gone, they were 
expelled, together with one Turner, on various frivolous 
charges, such as smoking in camp, drinking mescal with the 
Mexicans, ete. Men smoked in self-defense to keep off the 


black gnats, which sometimes threatened to devour cne 
alive. The first election held there was in March, for three 
directors to replace those expelled. It was matter of com- 
mon remark that Owen carried the ballot-box in his breeches 
pocket and fixed the votes to suit himself. Nothing had 
been seen of the grist-mill which was said to hav been bought 
with the Credit Foncier money. Owen urged all the colo- 
nists to remain at least six months longer and see how they 
could stand the climate. He promised by that time to secure 
money to prosecute the railroad work, in which there were 
two mountains to be tunneled. They had but two years 
allowed them from last October to complete the railroad. If 
not finished, then all the work done would be lost. The 
first instalment of the $2,000 to be paid Haskell for the three 
hundred acres located about three miles from the irrigation 
pump was due April 25th. If not paid then—and it could 
not be, as they had no money—Haskell could claim it back. 

The entire outlook, Mr. Christie concluded, was discour- 
aging in the extreme. 


CLEOPATRA, Mo., May 2, 1887. 

Mr. Epnrron: I am sixty years old, and I feel that I hav 
been swindled out of my time in this world by the intellect- 
ual slavery exercised over the mind by the church, coupled 
with politica] authority. Will you please giv me space in 
your columns to present to the readers of Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
such facts as I may from time to time glean from court 
records and history? Take for instance the Quakers of New 
England. Now, if there ever wasa denomination entitled to 
be tolerated, it was this. Their errors, above those of all 
other sects, were purely errors of the mind, exclusivly mat- 
ters between themselvs and their God. In all the relations 
of life, their demeanor was that of meekness, simplicity, in- 
tegrity, and peace. They appeared with none of that evan- 
gelical pugnacity with which Presbyterianism fought its way 
into places of power, and overthrew old tyrannies to estab- 
lish young tyrannies in their stead; and yet the stripes 
which persecution had inflicted on the Puritans were scarcely 
healed when they themselvs began to wield the lash against 
the inoffensiv Quakers. ‘‘These detestable scenes of more 
than savage barbarity,” says a writer, ‘ began in the month 
of July, 1656. Mary Fisher and Ann Austin having arrived 
in the road before Boston, the deputy-governor, Bellingham, 
had them brought on shore and committed to prison as 
Quakers. They were stripped naked under pretense of know- 
ing whether they were witches, and in this search,” says 
Sewel, ‘‘ they were so barbarously misused that modesty for- 
bids to mention it. After about five weeks’ imprisonment 
they were sent. back to old England, their beds and Bibles 
being taken by the jailer for his fees.” 

Scarce a month after, eight others of those called Quakers 
came. They were locked up in the same manner as the 
former, and after about eleven weeks’ stay they were sent 
back. John Endicot bid them, ‘‘ Take heed that ye break 
not our ecclesiastical laws, for then ye are sure to stretch by 
the halter.” Then a law was made to prohibit all masters of 
ships from bringing any Quakers into that jurisdiction. 
Nicholas Upsal, a member of the church and a man of un- 
blamable character, for speaking against such proceedings 
was fined twenty-three pounds, and imprisoned also for not 
coming to church. Next they banished him out of their 
jurisdiction, and though a weakly old man, yet he was forced 
to depart in the winter. Nicholas afterward met with an 
Indian prince, who, having understood how he had been 
used, offered to make him a warm house, and further said, 

_‘ What a God hav the English who deal so with one 
another about their God !” 

The following year, 1657, Anne Burden and Mary Dyer 
were imprisoned at Boston; and Mary Clark, for warning 
these persecutors to desist from their iniquity, was unmer- 
cifully rewarded with twenty stripes of a three-corded whip 
on her naked back, and detained in prison about three 
months in the winter season. "'The'cords of the whip were 
commonly as thick as a man's little finger, each having some 
knots at the end. 

Christopher Holder and John Copeland were whipped at 
Boston the same year, each thirty stripes with & knotted 
whip of three cords, the hangman measuring his ground and 
fetching the strokes with all the force he conld, which so 
cruelly cut their flesh that à woman seeing it fell down for 
dead. Then they were locked up in prison, and kept three 
days without food, or so much as a drink of water, and de- 
tained tu prison for nine weeks, in cold winter season, with- 
out fire, bed, or straw. 

Lawrence and Cassandra Southick, and their son Josiah, 
being carried to Boston, were all of them, notwithstanding - 
the old age of the two, sent to the House of Correction, and 
whipped with cords as those before, in the coldest season of 
the year, and had taken from them to the value of four 


pounds ten shillings for not coming to church., . ; 

In the year 1658, a law was made which, besides imposing 
heavy penalties and imprisonments, extended to working in 
the House of Correction, severe whipping, cutting off ears, 
and boring through their tongues with a red-hot iron, whether 
male cr female, and such like inhuman barbarities. 

The same year, William Brend and William Leddra came 
to Newburg; thence they were carried to Boston, to 
the House of Correction, to work there, but they, 
unwilling to submit thereto, were kept five days with- 
out any food, and then beaten twenty strokes with 
a three-corded whip. Next they were put into irons, neck 
and heels so close together that there was no more room left 
between them than for the lock that fastened them, and kept 
in that situation sixteen hours, and then brought to the mill 
to work. But Brend, refusing, was beaten by the inhuman 
jailor with a pitched rope more than one hundred strokes, 
till his flesh was bruised into & jelly, his body turned cold, 
and for some time he had neither seeing, feeling, nor hear- 
ing. The parson, John Norton, was heard tosay : ** William 
Brend endeavored to beat onr gospel ordinances black and 
blue; if, then, he be beaten black and blue, it is but just 
upon him, and I will appear in behalf of him that did so." 

Now, in conclusion tor this time, let me say there area few 
descendants of such old ferocious Presbyterians in this coun- 
try. Prominent among them is the postmaster at Cleopatra. 
His zeal is equal to his duplicity. J. W. Day. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day'8 occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour." 


The Other Side. 


“The words are good," I said, “I cannot doubt, » 
I took my scissors then to cut them out ; 

But Mary seized my hand, “ Take care,” she cried, 
“ There is a picture on the other side." 


I fell to musing. We are too intent 

On gaining that to which our minds are bent; 
We choose, then fling the fragments far and wide, 
But spoil the picture on the other side ! 


A prize is offered ; others seek it, too, 

But on we press with only self in view. 

We gain our point, and pause well satisfied, 
But ah! the picture on the other side ! 


On this, a sound of revelry we hear ; 

On that, a wail of mourning strikes the ear; 

On this, a carriage stands with groom and bride, 
A hearse is waiting on the other side! 


We call it trash—we tread it roughly down, 

The thing which others might hav deemed a 
crown; 

An infant's eyes, anointed, see the gold, 

Where we, world-blinded, only brass behold. 


We pluck a weed and fling it to the breeze, 

A flower of fairest hue another sees. 

We strike a chord with careless smile and jest, 
And break a heart-string in ‘another’s breast. 


Tread soft and softer still as on you go, 
With eyes washed clean in love’s anointing glow; 
Life's page well finished, turn it, satisfied, 
And lo! bright pictures on the other side. 
—Selected. 
Ot Oo 


Lilla’s Angel. 


Petted, Joved, admired little Lilla, the only 
daughter of wealthy and indulgent parents, it 
seemed as if her life was shrined in happiness 
and love. Not a wish had she that was un- 
gratified, and life to her was very sweet and 
beautiful. She had a surfeit of all the good 
- things of life, and took them as if by right, 
unthinking and uncaring whether others had 
anything or not. She loved the beautiful, 
and disliked the unsightly and unlovely. 
You should hav seen her play-room, hung 
with the brightest and most charming pict- 
ures of childhood scenes, and filled with all 
kinds of toys, dolls, little story-books, and all 
manner of quaint curiosities. 

One summer afternoon Lilla lay swinging 
in her hammock in a little grove of pines be- 
longing to her father's many broad acres. 
Her best dolly and several pretty playthings 
were lying all around her. The robins were 
singing bits of songs in the branches over- 
head, and in the distance an oriole caroled 
his own sweet melodies, while the soft, south 
wind played and danced out and in among 
the dark green pines, whose long arms swung 
lightly about like so many gauntleted hands 
full of feathery plumes. 

Perhaps Lilla did not fully appreciate all 
this loveliness, but she drank in the sweetness 
of nature about her to quite an extent for a 
girl of nine years. 

“Tt is very beautiful here,” she said. “I 
do not believe it isany lovelier up above the 
clouds, or wherever it is that the angels liv. 
I don’t think even that angels are fixed any 
more comfortably than Iam, either. But I 
wish I could just see an angel once in my life. 
I wonder what it would look like !” 

Just then she espied a little barefoot beg- 
gar girl gazing wistfully at her through the 
fence. Her garments were tattered and out- 
grown, but her eyes were bright and hand- 
some, although the expression in them was 
full of sadness, and her whole appearance in- 
dicated that want and misery to which Lilla 
was a stranger. 

“Oh, I wish you'd go away!” exclaimed 
Lilla, pouting. ''I can't bear to see you 
stand there gaping at me. Go along, girl, go 
right along; you make me sick with your 
old ragged dress, and your bare legs and feet. 
If you want anything to eat, go to the house 
and Ellen wil giv you a piece of bread. I 
was just thinking about angels, and you must 
come right up and annoy me. Go on, stupid, 
quickly. O dear, dear!" and the petted child 
of fortune turned away her face and shut her 
eyes that she might not look upon the un- 
sightly picture. d 

The little pinched face of the beggar girl 
grew whiter, and the glistening tears filled 
up her eyes as she reluctantly moved on a 
few paces. She was mentally contrasting 
situations, and wondering why her lot in life 
was so different. 

Lilla, observing that the beggar child had 


proceeded on her way, fell asleep, and, sleep- 
ing, dreamed a dream. 

She thought she was in a beautiful garden 
where there were many blooming flowers of 
varied hues and sweetest fragrance. A beau- 
tiful light, like the glow of a sunrise in sum- 
mer, was upon all around, and an air of 
peace, love, and harmony pervaded the 
place. Not far away she saw, in her dream, 
a large company of lovely children, and their 
faces shone with light and beauty. Their 
clothing was soft, light, and fleecy, like the 
clouds in the splendor of June. Merrily they 
skipped and played, while some sang’ songs 
sweeter and more melodious than the thrill- 
ing notes of warbling birds. 

Presently she saw, not far away, one who 
could not join that company of lovely beings 
because of her tattered, miserable appearance 
and her disagreeable manners. 

“Tt must be that horrid beggar girl that I 
saw peeping through the picket fence,” she 
said to herself. ‘‘ Yes, that must be the very 
one, poking herselfin here. Ishould think she 
would know better, with such rags and such 
a wretched shawl on her head. Stupid little 
beggar!” 

A lovely lady, who might hav been a teacher 
in the group, now approached Lilla and said : 

** Come nearer, little Lilla, and let me show 
you the face of the ‘ stupid little beggar.’ 
Come!” 

Closer and closer Lilla stepped to the little 
girl in tattered garments until she stood face 
to face with her. What was her consterna- 
tion and dismay to behold, not the features of 
the beggar whom she had seen looking 
through the fence, but instead she saw her 
own face, disfigured by a frown, her lips 
drawn and discolored by snarling words and 
cruel epithets. 

** Who is it?" inquired the lady in the soft- 
est, sweetest tone. 

“It looks like—like—like"—and poor 
Lilla began to cry softly. 

“It zs the one you think, Lilla, it is your- 
self. But let us turn from this unfortunate 
face to a brighter, fairer one." 

Gently she turned Lilla about till she faced 
the company of bright and beautiful beings 
again, and, in the center, like some creation 
of an artist brain, whose every thought was 
molded to purity and truth, there stood the 
loveliest vision her eyes had ever looked upon 


‘—the fair, sweet face of the little beggar girl, 


whose appearance at the fence had disturbed 
her so. Clothed in radiant garments, fault- 
less, glorious, lovely as the dawn, she seemed 
to Lilla more beautiful than all the others. 

Said the lady, kindly, ''Lilla, this little 
one, has noble traits of character which you 
wil do well to imitate. While she wore 
coarse and ragged raiment outwardly, you, 
Lilla, wear rags and tatters inwardly. None 
but the pure and unselfish, the loving, gentle, 
thoughtful ones, may enter this company. 
Here must you stand outside, until you be- 
come as true and pure as she, yourself a 
beggar at the gate, until, kind, gentle, unas- 
suming, you seek to help others, and learn 
the fact that it is not always those who hav 
all that wealth can giv who are the most fort- 
unate.” 

In this way she talked a long while to 
Lilla, who gradually began to see that, while 
she loved the beautiful, and was well satisfied 
with her own condition, this was not the 
whole of life, nor all that could make happi- 
ness and contentment. She must let her 
heart go beyond herself and her surroundings 
—she must bless others, if she would be 
blessed herself. 

While Lilla lay sleeping and dreaming, the 
little beggar girl, haunted by the picture of 
the child in the hammock, and unmindful of 
the cruel words spoken to her, retraced her 
steps, that she might catch one more glance 
at the pleasant picture—that she might look 
once more upon the girl whose lot had been 
cast in such fortunate circumstances. 

As she gazed again between the pickets, 
her heart almost stopped beating, for, with 
terror, she saw, coiled among the dried pine 
needles, very near the hammock, a serpent 
with head erect, and looking at the sleeping 
Lilla. 

Brave little Corinne!—for that was the name 
of the beggar girl—in that moment her cour- 
age did not fail her. Seizing a large stone, 
she ran quickly in at the open gate, and, in 
another instant, she threw the stone, with all 
her force, upon the snake and crushed it; 
then, with a large stick, she beat it till it died. 

Lilla awoke, terrified at the sight of the 
serpent so close to her. 

** Did you kill it?” she inquired of Corinne. 

‘Yes. It was looking right at you, oh, so 
wickedly! and I was afraid it would hurt 
you," and Corinne shivered. 


Her face shone just as it did in Lilla’s 
dream. ‘‘I think,” said Lilla, ‘‘ you are my 
good angel. You must come home with me, 
and tell my papa and mamma what you hav 
done. What a good disposition you must 
hav! I wish you would forgiv me for being 
so cross to you.” 

“I did not lay it up against you, for I 
know your way of life is different from mine. 
You did look so nice and cool in your ham- 
mock that I had to turn back to look at you 
again.” 

“Iam so glad you did, for when my doll 
fell outof the hammock I suppose it disturbed 
the snake, and had it not been for you the 
dreadful reptil might hav killed me." 

It finally came about that Corinne became 
an inmate of Lilla's home, and was, after a 
time, adopted by Lilla’s parents, her own 
parents being dead. It was some time be- 
fore Lilla told her dream, but Corinne said 
she did not think she was so good as the 
dream said, but she would try to be. 

“I think you are," said Lilla, “and you 
will always seem to me just like an angel. 
Anyway, I shall always call you my good 
angel.” 

And so she did, and also she tried to 
imitate her goodness. S. H. W. 


Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—REBUS. 


What we hav all noticed. 


2.—0HARADE. 

A metallic currency—a current of apple-juice 
—and the concurrency of both in one who con- 
curs—including a few cursiv curses— by Bay-cur. 
First, a metal stamped for money, 
Sometimes with devices funny. 

Here is one, a sort of sea-gull, 

Cross between a goose and eagle, 

Kind of dove or holy pigeon ; 

With a motto on religion— 

* IN Gop WE TRUST," and much I wonder 
If 'twas meant, or was a blunder. 

** We,” that means the ‘‘ upper tens,” sir, 
** We? can’t trust our fellow-men, sir! 

* In Gop we trust," but you poor trash, sir, 
Why, you will hav to pay the cash, sir ! 
How the Atheist’s doubts must dwindle 
Into faith at such a swindle ! 

Once an Atheist took a hammer 

And he gave ‘“ G—d" a “rammer,” 

Just as God the “ah” deleted 

When he Ab’ram’s name completed ; 
Then he showed each pious scholar 

“ Tn (naught)—0— we trust ” upon his dollar. 
'This silent curse each feature cast : 
Upon our brave iconoclast ; 

** Almighty dollar, great creator, 

Destroy at once thy mutilator !” 

This numismatic scheme givs saying, 

** See the Christian's wheel for praying.” 
But in selling and in buying 

It givs a currency to lying. 

My muse now with the second grapples, 
It is the juice expressed of apples. 

I cannot pause to point a moral, - 

Nor speak of that Edenic quarrel, 

Nor stop to ask why Adam's dinners 
Should make all Adam's children sinners. 
The whole is known as Mrs. Grundy . 
From Honduras to bay of Funday. 

Tho’ here the sex you find is common, 
That is, it may be mau or woman; 

And the concurrency be normal, 

Or but subservient and formal. 

Four syllables in aii we find them, 

But two as one in first combined them. 

A company in apple-juice 

In different parts they might produce, 
But then our company were small— 

One hundred and—naught more at all. 

Irwin, Ia. K. P. B. 


3.—REBUS. 


ou 
An old saying. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'S CORNER 
MAY 14, 1887. 


1-— ROTTEN 
ORIOLE 
TINMAT 
TOMATO 
ELATOR 
NETORE 


thought you would publish it. 


2.—Dandelions, open in April. 

3.—Imp—rim—is. 

4.—Dryden, Hood, Tennyson, Pollok,. 
Moore, Byron. k 


Correspondence. 


Crarinpa, Ia., May 15, 1887. 

Dzar Miss Wrxon: Mamma said I could 
write a letter for the Children’s Corner if I 
Papa is a 
Freethinker and takes Tus TRUTH SEEKER. 
We like the paper very much. We liv ona 
large hill two miles from town. We hav a 
lot of stock, and milk nineteen cows; hav lots 
of chickens, ducks, turkeys, and pea-fowls. 
I hav four brothers and two sisters. One 
brother is married and livs in Nebraska. I 
am fifteen years old and the youngest child, 
and I goto school. This is my first letter, 
and I will close before I make you tired. 

Yours very truly, Eta RawliNGs. 
Hamiurcn, Mo., May 8, 1887. 

Drar Miss Wixon: I hav been reading the 
Children’s Corner in Tur TRUTH SEEKER 
this afternoon, and like it very much. I hav 
been thinking so many times of writing and 

etting acquainted with you and the little 
Freethinkers, but I hav felt about like Miss 
Lilie Watkins; that I was so much older 
than any of the correspondents ; but when I 
saw her letter Į felt a little more encouraged., 

I think some of the folks do very well in 
writing letters. 

My father has been taking Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER for some time, and thinks highly of 
it. We hav a great deal of fun over the 
pictures nearly every time the paper comes. 

Our spring seems to be coming in very fast 
and very warm ; the thermometer was ninety- 
four degrees above zero this afternoon about 
four o’clock. How is that for a spring day ? 
They had baptizing out west of our house this 
morning ; there were about fifty persons bap- 
tized; the minister’s horse looked as if he 
had baptized it. : 3 

I guess this is long enough for the first 
time. Hoping there will be space in one 
corner for this, I remain ever, 

Your friend, ALtoE COLBY. 


REDUCED TO $1.00. 
THE STORY HOUR. 
A Book for Children and Youth. 
BY MISS SUSAN H. WIXON. 

Over a hundred fine illustrations. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour, For Children and 
Youth. .Wixon. Without Super- 
atition. The “Only Tilustrated Freethinkers’ 


. Children's Story-Book eyer issued. 66 full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, hea 
toned paper, broad margins, uminate 
covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 


Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 
p 


of Gold. A Story-Book for 


les 

Pe Young Folks, By Miss Susan H. Wixon: 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for goung masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued at a reduced, price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very 
much to the value of the volume. 

By 


The Youth’s Liberal Guide. 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M, Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims atthe education of youth in the 

rinciples of Freethought, at'ihe same time 
That it inculcates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense. ddress THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. 

Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 


vestigation. Revised Edition. This pamphlet 

refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions. 

with numerous references and citations, tha: 

are contradicted in terms by the same number 

"i other propositions in the same book. Price 
cenis. 


P | Y | | 

: in 
A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 

York Obvserver’s slanderous attacks 

upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 
both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, 
—0— 

The New York Observer (Presbylerian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. 


: TOGETHER WITH 
A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death. 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


'This.pamphlet shows that the account of Paine's 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 
78pp. Price 15 cents. 
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Ingersolls Works. 
The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In_five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 


^ Humboldt,” “Thomas Paine,” “ Individua 
ity,” and '* Heretics and Heresies.” 


The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, 1.25. 


Contents: * The Ghosts,” “Liberty for. Man, 
The Declaration of In- 


Der, 25 cents. . 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 


Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 


Orthodoxy. 56 pages, l2mo, paper, 


10 cents, $1.00 per doz, post paid. Printed in: 


large, clear type, and containing as much. as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
.This makes a grand missionary document. 

Liberals should scatter it generously. 
Ingersoll Cateehised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan, .5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

, Millions of these should be circulated. 
Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York. Observer, by Rob- 


ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents, : 
Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 
Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents. 
tngersoll’s Lectures Complete. 
Bound in one volume, To meet the demand 
for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
ali his lectures, except the latest on +‘ Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
, price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 
Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s “Tribute to 
is Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 
“Little Harry Miller’s Grave,” that they hav 
been printed. on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
to any address, for 50cts, or either one for 15cts, 
Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book is a gem, Itis a modelin eyery re- 
spect, In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated ‘‘ Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “ tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems; 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
yersationg of the author, The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
urpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


Photographs of Coionel Ingersoll. 
boudoir,$1: cabinet, 40 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
. Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
^ Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
„Church and the Republic. i 
Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture: Falsehood and 
Deception ; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o: 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals ; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and.Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
" Special discount on larger quantities, 
Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 
and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Soriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sun ay Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
abb ath during the Middle Ages: The Puritan 
abbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 25 cents ; six copies, $1.00. 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 


ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the stor 

of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the agpersions cast upon 
it. Choive extracts from “Common Sense,” 
** American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing & handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. - : 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
Scents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz, 40 cts. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thiinkere? Convention, January 29,1884, Price, 

cents, 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


Situation Wanted. 


An honest, industrious man—a Freethinker— 
desires employment of any kind, such as work in 
a restaurant, or hotel, or coachman, or gardener. 

dress, Tos, GODDARD, 
3t22 Oare Truth Seeker Co. 


-25 cts. 


Ds 
a 


IT TLEs 


F 


LITTLE 


NEW 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


. By AUNT ELMINA 


(Mrs. E. D, SLENKER), 


SSUOU SGU MNES TERS STE EES 


ÈESSONS 


OR 


FOLKS. 


YORK: 


d 
ing 
eie ydo Ie als ale le as alcyalsias 


I. N, BAKER, 


the Author, 


PRICE. 40 CENTS. 


Reported for the “Truth Seekes " by 


and Printed by Permission of 


i 

| 

PHE ONLY GORREGT | 
EDITION. 


NEw YORK: 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


PRICE, 


6 CENTS. 


WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


Was Jesus an Impostor? A debate between a 
Scotch novelist, Agnes Rollo Wilkie, and Arthur 
B. Moss. The best conducted debate of modern 
times, 160 pp., 25 cts. The Mirror of Free- 
thought, 50 cts. The Bible and Darwinism. 
Biblical Errorg and Secular Truths, 25 
cis. Two Revelations. 5cts. Bible Horrors; or, 
Real Blasphemy. 5 cts. Bible Makers. 5 cts. 
Bible Saints—Nos. 1, 2, and 3. Each 5 cts. Moses 
vs. Darwin, 5cts. Socrates, Buddha, and Jesus. 
Scts. Ohristianity a Degrading Religion. 5 cts, 
Fictitions Gods. 5 cte. Natural Man. 5 cts. 
The Old Faith and the New. 5cts, Bruno and 
Spinoza. 5cts. The Bible God and His Favorits, 
5 cts. Miracle-Workers. 5cts. Health, Wealth, 
and Happiness. 5cts. The Brain and the Soul. 


5 cts. Nature and the Gods, 5cts. Design and 
Natural Selection. 5cts. Man and the Lower 
Animals, 5 cts. 


Address Watts and Co., 17 Johnson’s Court, 
E.C., London, Eng. ` 


bible Temperance: 


LIQUOR DRINKING 


Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
by the Bible. 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


This is a companion book to Remsburg's “ Bible 
Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


e 
Ingersoll’s Tributes. 
REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose -poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices, The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: 

The Vision of War, 
Tribute to his Brother, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 

The price of these heretofore has been $1.00, We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFTY OENTS. Mailed secure 
iom akage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 

28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


ROMANISM, 


DANGER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 
Prios, - z s A 3 40 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE 


Fathers of Our Republic: 


Paine, Jeiferson, Washington, 


Franklin. 


A LECTURE delivered before the Tenth Annua 
Congress of the American Secular Union, 
in Chickering Hall New York 
November 13, 1886. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 


Price 15 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


W.S BELL’S PAMPHLETS. 


The Conflict between Christianity 


and Civilization. 
PRICE, - - - - - -  18CENTS. 


It is a stunner ; concise, scholarly, and good.— 
M. E. Billings. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 


PRICE, 15 CENTS. 


Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. 


Iam much pleised with your address, and will 
uotice it in Maa, —T. B. Wakeman, 

A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. Itisa very 
abio paper, aud deserves wide dissemination.—The 

ge. 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTS. 

The number of heads under which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which each point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
Itake great pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition ” to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self government.— 
J.J. McCabe. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 


“Iam very much pleased with it, and I wish the 
eventy thousand ministers of this country were 
obliged to purchase the pamphlet and read every 


wo dof it.” 
For sal. at thia office 


Price 15 cents. 
SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Bole Factors and Hzact Ratios in Its 
Acguirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 


Price, Cloth, — = - $1 00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 


A OOMPEND or THE NATURAL Laws or IN- 
DUSTRIAL PRODUOTION AND 
` ExoHnANGE. . 
By J. K. Inaarra, author of ‘‘ Social Wealth.” 
Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


Men of Business Who Did Something Besides 
Making Money. A Book for Young Americans. 


BY JAMES PARTON. 


Price, - =- = = - $126. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
aan 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE CONFESSIONAL 


ROMISH AND ANGLICAN. 
An Huposé. 
By SALADIN. Price, 30 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


350 
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A Hebrew Opinion of Our Sunday 
i Laws. 


Pharisee is to-day yet a by-word of derision. 
It expresses natrowmindedness, slavish sub- 
mission to the letter of the law ; and the New 
Testament has taught the Christian com- 
munity to despise and abhor the pharisee- 
That the pharisee of old was & person alto- 
.gether different than what he is conceived of 
by the average class of people has been con- 
clusivly shown, but we do not propose to deal 
now with that question. That the pharisee, 
in every respect implied by the word in mod- 
ern vocabulary, is not yet dead is fully illus- 
trated in the most recent of times. If there 
hav ever been people who stick more slav- 
ishly to the letter of the law and slapped 
reason and common sense in the face than the 
present interpreters and executors of the law 
of our state,we would like to know where they 
were. The wise directors of our police force 
forbid the owner of a public hall to hav dance 
music performed and a ball held on his prem- 
ises unless he obtains a theatricallicense. If 
he complies with the law he is forbidden to 
supply his guests with wine or beer because 
under our present license law vinous, malt, 
and spirituous drinks may not be dispensed 
in a place of public amusement. Nobody 
doubts that the legislators never intended, 
such an interpretation of the law, but our 
pharisees show you the letter of the law and 
that is all they care about. 

The traveler who takes a rest at a hotel 
and the family who boards at a hotel, and all 
people who take their meals at a restaurant 
or boarding-house, cannot be served with 
wine or beer at his meals, because again the 
pharisee is abroad and forbids him to—the 
letter of the law is opposed to it; 

The laboring man, the man who during 
the whole of the week is glued to his count- 
ing-room, the working bench, his factory, 
and cannot join his family in their meals ex- 
cept on the day of rest, on Sunday, he can- 
not hav the cheer of a glass of light wine, or 
fresh, foaming beer, because Sunday is a day 
devoted to God, and his representativs in 
Albany hav seen fit to forbid the use of any 
other beverage on the Lord's day but water. 

Sunday is not claimed as a religious insti- 
tution—is another piece of pharisaism, as 
glaring as it can be. Everybody knows that 
the strict pharisaical observauce of it—they 
call it puritanic—is due to the influence and 
the clamor of the representativs of the 
church; otherwise, a rational, liberal inter- 
pretation would not attempt to turn the day 
of rest into & day of lugubriousness and 
abstention. 

A Jew who celebrates his day of rest, who 
observes the Sabbath of the Bible, if he is 
caught selling a piece of meat, or a pair of 
socks, or a necktie on Sunday, is at once 
transferred to the lock-up. He has violated 
the Christian Sabbath, which is not his Sab- 
bath. How the Christian sneered and sneers 
at the Jew because he upheld the validity 
and majesty of the law of holy writ. To 
show his contempt for these slaves of the law 
he abrogated the law including the observ- 
ance of the biblical Sabbath. And now that 
he observes the first day of the week, which 
has no other foot to stand on than man-made 
law, he out-pharisees the pharisee and would 
forbid the motion of every animate and in- 
animate motor if he could. And if we allow 
this encroachment upon the rights of the 
people we will hav the puritanical Sabbath 
revived in our community in all its rigor, in 
all its absurdity, all it tyranny and bigotry.— 
Hebrew Standard. 

oo 
One by One Passing Away. 

Drar EuGENE: I hav recently written let- 
ters to prominent Liberals at various points 
in our great Northwest, along the line of 
Brother 8. P. Putnam's intended route, to 
stir our people up for a revival of good things 
when our genial and able Putnam shall drop 
in upon them with glad tidings from ‘‘ The 
New God,” “A New Heaven and New 
Earth,” asimplied inthe gospel of Liberalism. 

One of these letters was sent to Father 
Crane, the president of our Liberal League at 
Seattle, W. T. To-day I was pained by the 
response to this letter at the hands of his lov- 
ing daughter, Laura E. Hall, at Seattle, bear- 
ing the sad news: ‘ My dear fathér’s hand 
is pulseless in death, and cannot reply to your 
letter." 

I presume that his death will be reported 
to Tae TRuTH.SEEKER by his many friends at 
Seattle. And yet I cannot keep my pen from 
a word of deserved tribute to one of D. M. 
Bennett’s warmest friends in his time of per- 
secution, when every true friend counted one 
against the enemies of right and truth. 


Father Crane was a kind and genial man, 
respectedeby the general community, and ap- 
preciated and loved by his friends. His death 


is a deep loss to the Liberal cause, which mani- | 


fold proofs during many years of valuable 
service hav placed him in the front. rank. 
And while Father Crane carried with him a 
loving heart and helping hand, with a good 
word and smile for every one, yet he was a 
most uncompromising foe to superstition and 
religious tyranny, and a Liberal in the true 
sense of theterm. For, while Father Crane 
was a most decided and pronounced Infidel, 
he was also a Spiritualist, and yet not so ab- 
sorbed in Spiritualism as to be lop-sided and 
morbid about another life, but took a keen 
interest in the progress of our cause and the 
Nine Demands of Liberalism ; and nine times 
during the past sixteen years hav I visited 
Seattle in the interest of Freethought, always 
to find him at his post with helping hand and 
a warm welcome to his home. 

To my mind such a death, although the 
warning was so brief and the event so sud- 
den, has in it nothing of dread or horror. It 
is but giving back to nature, as we hope, 
only a part of her endowment in exchange 
for more refined conditions of life. But, be 
that as it may, whether life be continued in 
higher form or cease with our breath, there 
need be no horror in the event of such a death 
as that of Father Crane. His was a ripe old 
age, and the close of an honest, useful, earthly 
life. . 

Let him rest! Cover his grave with flow- 
ers, and plant over it the evergreen as a 
symbol of the hope of a future state, which 
he entertained during life, and an expression 
of tender memories hiddenaway in the hearts 
of children and friends left behind him. And, 
Eugene, when my time has come to depart, I 
trust that you will be able to say of me also, 
that I died with the harness on, and fell with 
my face to the foe. Dz. J. L. Yonx. 


—— — 9 $-99— —— — —— 
Why Send Missionaries to this Kind of 
Folks? 

Chinese books on etiquet date back 2,600 
years, and children are carefully instructed in 
such books to this day. I hav been the re- 
cipient of their courtesies in the homes of the 
rich and the poor. "Thereare impolite people 
in China, so there are in every land. The 
courtesy and justice of a people are largely 
represented in their laws, and in their con- 
duct toward strangers. Dy this test we are a 
rude people in comparison with them. A 
Chinese friend, one who is daily tormented in 
his own home by the invasion and insults of 
the sons of respectable people, called on me 
yesterday. In conversation he put these 

questions: 

** You lived in China twenty years ?" 

“ Yes,” I replied. 

* Did the boys or people force themselvs 
into your house and ill-treat you, and insult 
you on the street? Did they break your 
windows, and throw mud upon your floors?" 

* Never,” I answered. -‘‘Only once was 
& stone thrown at me in twenty years, ànd 
then heathen men, total strangers to me, 
cried out a rebuke; and when some of our 
missionaries were disturbed, the officers did 
protect them and arrest offenders. My chil- 
dren could go out daily unmolested in that 
land. Neither I nor they can do that here, 
accompanied by a Chinese, without annoy- 
ance and insult.” I could fill this entire 
paper with such contrasts, from government 
to people. 

The Chinese minister at Washington this 
winter gave a reception. He carefully issued 
a certain number of invitations. Four times 
the number he invited. came. They took 
possession of his house, snatched the food 
from the servants ere they could place it upon 
the table, injured the carpet and furnishings 
in their rush to fill their stomachs, and, in all 
respects, as one paper says, ‘‘ acted like so 
many pigs." These were Americans in the 
capital of our country, and those of us who 
hav received such exceeding courtesy and 
hospitality in Chinese homes, and know how 
very careful the Chinese are in these respects, 
bow our heads with shame, and grow hot 
with indignation. 

When the Chinese see the wives of Ameri- 
can and European merchants and officials, 
with a brief fall of lace for sleeves, and decol- 
lete, whirling in dance in the arms of men 
not their husbands, the scene is most ** revolt- 
ing” to them. I hav heard vile language 
from both men and women in China. I hav 
heard profane, and sometimes the union of 
both vile and profane, in this land. There 


&re no women, I believe, in any land who are |: 


more careful of their personal reputation 
than the Chinese.—Mrs. S. L. Baidwin in 
Christian Advocate. 


Obituary. 


I find by reading the Kansas City Times 
that Col. Kersey Coatés, a well.known pio- 
neer and Freethinker of that city, is dead. I 
clip the following from the Times: 

COLONEL KERSEY COATES. 

A race of broad minds and strong spirits were 
those who turned the currents of inland com- 
merce to the great bend of the Missouri, and the 
strongest and broadest of them all was the man 
who died peacefully at his home yesterday. Colo- 
nel Kersey Coates was a type of the highest order 
of pioneers- those who hav not only energy, but 
intellect and insight. He could both see and act, 
could both labor and command. With indomita- 


. ble resolution and an allegiance to truth which 


never varied, he had the charm of human sympa- 
thy and the disarming grace of kindly humor 
which gathered about him friends instead of fol- 
lowers. His influence was felt by men and com- 
munities. : 

Colonel Coatés was the embodiment of that rar- 
est faculty—or combination of all the faculties— 
common sense. He was natural and direct in 
thought, speech, and action; therefore his con- 
versation and his publie addresses were alike 
always effectiv; his judgments were always rea- 
sonable and generally accurate, and his perform- 
ance néver betrayed symptoms of weakness or of 
hesitation. 

Kansas City owes to his clear knowledge and 
unflinching tenacity of purpose much of the posi- 
tion the city now occupies. He supported all 
good enterprises and cooliy smiled down many 
foolish ones. His example kept alive faith and 
energies when the light was dim and when the 
brighter period made all energetic his wise coun- 
sel helped them to avoid the danger of wasted 
power. . . 

Such men are born for a purpose. The pur- 
pose of Colonel Coates’s life has been nobly ful- 
filled. His career was complete, rounded, and 
beautiful in its symmetrical outline. Nothing but 
good will be said of him, because there is noth- 
ing of evil for malice to discover. Living and dead, 
while he was theobject of political animosities 
engendered during a time of convulsions, he has 
had and will hav the respect of every honest man, 
and the admiration of all with penetration to rec- 
ognize great qualities. 

Gro. J. REMSBURG. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 
The Heathens of the Heath. A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonnell 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day o 
Rest, eic. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents: cloth, $1.25. 


Exeter Hall. ‘One of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot's works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition. By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 
30 cents. 4 

By 


All in a Lifetime. A Romance. 
Miss Susan H. Wixon. “The great charm of 
this novel is its absolute fidelity tonature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 

ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
rom so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethoughtranks." Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


M ottoes for Freethinkers. 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the ** God-bless-our- 
home” placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 


board, 9 inches by 221-2. The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
: gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 
readings: 


THE LIVING HAV A BIGHT TO CONTROL : 


THE WORLD. 


UNIVERSAL MENTAL LIBERTY. 


THE TIME TO BE HAPPY IS NOW: 
AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE. 


NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


eNO e eee eee er es ee eseesee seems essere serene ees . 


THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY} : 
TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. : 


The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. 

For Freethought societies there is a large card 
22 x ib inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 30 
cents. Anyof these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt Of price. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 


BY ROBERT O. ADAMS. 
Oloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth. 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write 
The Bonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Ear 
of Essex and his bride, a.p., 1590. By WM. HENRY 
Burr. Price, 25cents. For sale at this office. 


"SHOPPEL'S MODERN HOUSES” No. 3. 
(Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. 
. Acardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for putting them together. 
hile the supplement affords ~ both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. Itis,in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, 80 exact that it is useful to 
builders. 
55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 fo $15,000). 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1 New Design for a Chapel. 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 
' (by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 

An Article on Villa Park Associations. 

SENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRIOE, $1. 
Address 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASSO'N, 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


Very Cheap Pamphlets. 
We hav on hand a ae number of the following 


of Colonel Ingersoll’s pamph ets, which will be 
disposed of at cost, as fol ows: 


Ingersoll Catechised: 


His Answers to a Number of Vital Questions Pro- 
pounded by the Editor of the “8an Franciscan ;" 
ane? 3 cents; per dozen, 20 cents; per hundred, 


ORTHODOXY, 


A lecture, fifty-four closely printed large 12mo 
pages, 10 cents; fifteen, $1; and $6 per hundred. 


Civil Rights Speech, 


Including the address of Frederick D-uglas.fifty- 
three-large octavo pages, singly, 10 cents; fifteen 
for $1; aad $6 per hundred. 

_ We suggest that these be purchased in quanti- 
ties, and given away to Christiane, and it is with 
that not unreasonable expectation that the * rices 
hav been placed so low. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Latayette Pl., New York. 


DR. J. L. YORE, 


The noted Western Liberal orator, starts on his 
Eastern lecture tour May 1st, and will speak at 
Sacramento on May 8th, at Salt Lake City, May 
15th and-22d, at Canon City, Col., May 29th, at Den- 
ver, Cl., June 5th and 12th; and at Garden City, 
Dodge City, Kan.; Ottumwa, Iowa: Chicago, Ill.; 
Grand Rapids, Mich ; Columbus, Alliance, Akron, 
Ohio; Linesville, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, Pa.; 
New York, N. Y.; Boston, Mass.; Albany, Troy, 
Rochester, Batavia, Buffalo, N. Y.; Cleveland, O., 
and at other points on or near the line, should the 
friends desire it, and leave the latch-string out, 
at liv and let-liv rates. 

Don't miss a rare treat, and Freethinkers and 
Liberals desiring to arrange with the Doctor, 
please address without delay, in care of Chess 
Brothers, Garden City, Kan.; Thos. J. Truss, 
Denver, Colorado; William Lindsay, Ottumwa, 
Iowa; E. A. Stevens, 7t0 West Lake street, 
Chicgao, Ill; D. A. Blodgett, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
R. H. Ralston, Columbus, Ohio; Roman Staly, 86 
Diamond street, Pittsburgh, Pa., Geo. Longford, 
1106 Leopard st., Philadelphia, Pa.; Truth Seeker ` 
office, New York city; Investigator office, Boston, 
Mass.; H. L. Green, 165 Delevan av., Buffalo, N.Y.; 
N. Hexter, Cleve!and, Ohio. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for gale 


at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. i 
BIBLE MYTHS 


' AND THEIR 


Paraliels in Other Religions. 


The object of the work is to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. 

‘It is unquestionably true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else so accessible as they are now made 
in the work before us.”—N. Y. Sun. 

1vol.8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.50. 


Agents for the Truth ‘Seeker. 


CALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
CANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont, 
f COLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
] ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 


F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 


Bros., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. . 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
KANBAB. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 
MAINE. : 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MICHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
S. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. ‘ 
Chas. Sach, 138 8. Division St., Grand Rapids. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI . | 
Phillip Roeder, 322 Olive st., St. Louis. 
E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 
Lang & Co., 709 Olive st., St. Louis. 
NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
OHIO. 

N. Hexter, 303 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. 

B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 

à PENNSYLVANIA. : 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila. 
‘George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 

. TENNESSEE. R 

Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 

TEXAB. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 

UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. . 

ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


Robt. G. Ingersoll’s 
OPHNING SPEECH TO.THE JURY 
in the suit of the 
Baókers? snd Merchants’ 
graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 


So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
‘speech that Taz TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


Tele- 


Op X3 X". Q Y YT X LRP 
X X& X "DU; 
OR, 


-The Church of Practical Religion. 
‘BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 


church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
‘his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


For sale at this office. Price, $1.00., 


S.-P. Putnam’s Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
‘Its Scientific Solution, with some Oriticisms o 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
* A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
‘and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day.”—Jonn 

_ Swinton's Paper. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
jn rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein iti 
Bhown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 

Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to ms, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Dr. Henry W, BELLOWS. $1. 


‘Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 
Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents, 

Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 
other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 

Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 


version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 


“for all of the above address 
: THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
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THE 


GRAND. UPRIGHT 


Unrivaled in Tone, 


Vo 


A FACTORY & 


Cor. 87th E So Third A 
Col. Kelso's Works. | 


The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 
hammer Logic unsurpassed.”  8vo., 833pp., 
silk cloth, $3, 


Deity Analyzed and the Devil’s De- 
fense. A thorough analysis of the 
claims for the existence of the Bible deity, and 
an examination in verse of the charges gener- 


ally brought against his Satanic majesty. 
12m0, 466pp., 1,50, 


The Real Blasphemers. Showing 

that those who believe in the deity described 
in the Bible, and not those who deny his ex- 
istence, are guilty of “blasphemy.” Paper, 
12mo, 138pp., 50 cents. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 


goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that 
Cloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 


HOW TO STRENGTHEN 
THE MEMORY; 


OR, 


Natural and Scientific Methods of 
Never Forgetting. 


philosophy. 


By M. L. HOLBROOK, M.D. 


12mo, 160 pp, =- - = = - $100 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Latayette Pi., New York. 


Address 
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Calendar for 1887, 


Freethought Abroad, = 


| 
lj 
i 
f 
| 


SESS 


K 


Putnam, - - - 
The Parson. A Story. By 


o 


NEW 


ex 


— AND — 


dfvegthinkeus' Almanac, 
1887. | 


(E. M. 


+ WITH + ILLUSTRATIONS. + 


CONTENTS. 


Freethought in the United States, 1886, - 
Liberty. Address by Grover Cleveland, 
The Coming Dawn. By D. Louis Bodge, 


Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the 
States and Territories of the United States, 


The Right to Testify. By F. M. Holland, - 
The American Secular Union. By Samuel P. 


RAND SQUARE. 


Touch and Workmanship. 


e 
Je» 
New York. 


The Public Schools 


AND THE 


Catholic Church. 
—0— 
By L. K. Washburr. 
—0— 
EXTRACT. 
“F could pronounce no benediction upon Ro 


maniam. Ith s done mischief enough to deserve 
transportation for life. I regard Roman Chri - 


WAREROOMS, 


tianity es the worst form of tyranny. It com-, 


mands the arm to work and the brain t» die: it 
feeds faith and starves thought; it loves opp-es- 
sion and hates liberty. It has giveu falsehood a 
crown and truth a scaffold." 


PRICE, 5 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayet'e Placa, New York. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 


Price 10 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


À perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, it is now known to be the work of 
H. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
| than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. . 


BS 
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[m Physiology and. Hygiene; 


THE MYSTERIES OF MAN, 
By ER. T. Trall, M.D. : 


Revised edition, Profusely Illustrated, 
12mo, 344 pp. $2.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lata; ette Place, New York. 


WORKS OF O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Christianity a Reward for Crime. 
Authenticated by the Bible. 


Paper, J2mo, 39 pages, - - - 10c. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 
Paper; 12mo, 47 pages, - - - 


Origin of the Christian Bible 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 25c, è 


15e. 


A Masonie Vindication of Right. 
A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 36 pages, - - - = 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

28 Lafayette Pl.. New York 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 
Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; Jos, Burgher and 
F. L. Browne, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interesta of our colonization enter- 
prise,the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generally 
tn the practical solution of the problem of Integral 
Oo-operation. Price, $1 a year; 50 centa for six 
wuthe 25 Genta for three months 
OLD Catalogue of Old, Rare, and Second- 
hand Standard bouks rent free, 


BOOKS! JORDAN BROS., 45 North 9tb, St., 
[| 13117 Philadelphia, Pa. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America 


BY A CAPITALIST, 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime, It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remedy, the author thinks. is in communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of the futuro 
Republic of North America, as it will bo when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
aud interestingly written. 


Paper,50c; cloth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


Saints and Sinners. 10 cents. 
The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price, $1.25. Contents}: 
Section I. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section Il. What it 
Owes to Mohammedanism, Section III. Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors, Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Bec” 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of ita Nine Demands. 
(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
82 pagesin cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christian Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh, Con- 
tents : The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS BACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible: Freethanght and 
Modern Progress; Christianity, its Nature and 
Infiuence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and Bible, Antagonistic; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption, For all of 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 33 Clinton Place, New York. 


15c. 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 


By Gro. M. Davenrort. This is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 32 well-filled pages, costing only 
“a quarter," but a8 full of meat as an one. It is 
well called “practical,” for we find nothing un- 
practical in it Hens, ducks, geese, and turkeys. 
are particularly discussed and their economica. 
breeding and keeping treated of. There aro many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition to 
the poultry literature of the day. 

TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish thatthe friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE TRUTH SEFKER ANNUAL, 
Price, 25 cents. 
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dlews of the Week. 


Tue Beecher monument fund amounis to 
about $21,000. 

Foor thousand emigrants reached this port 
in one day last week. 


Joun GREENWELL has been found guilty of 
the Weeks murder in Brooklyn. 


o NUN 


; On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology: : 


OONTENTS: s 


E. Gladstone. 


i IL The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 
H. Huxley. 
By Prof. Max 


preters of Nature. By Prof. T. 
III. Postscript to Solar Myths. 
Muller. 


Tux silversmith lock- 


out remains unmodified. 


“Tur police prevented 
Herr Most from making a 


speech in Newark, N. J., 
last Sunday. 


THE pope has written 
a letter sustaining the 
action of Archbishop 
Corrigan in the McGlynn 
matter. 


A MINISTER who is in 
jail in Georgia for steal- 
ing writes to the loca 
editor to print nothing 
about him, as he is a 
“ Christian and a jentle- 
men.” 


A GREAT crowd at- 
tended the last meeting 


of the Anti-Poverty So- 


ciety. The Rev. Mr. 


Pentecost delivered an 


NS 


address, in the course of 


which he said: ‘‘If 


NUN 


Christianity and poor. 
houses go hand in hand, 
then, for heaven's sake, 
let us look forward to 
more heathenism.” A 
collection of $9264 was 
taken toward abolishing 
poverty. 


Wart Warman will 
read a poem at the New 
York Decoration Day 
services in the Academy 
of Music. Mr. Talmage 
will deliver the oration, 
if his health permits, and Mayor Hewitt will 
preside. 


Last Saturday the half-holiday law took 
effect. It was fairly well observed. 


Tur White Star line steamers Celtic: and 
Britannic collided in a fog 350 miles out from 
New York last Saturday. Four persons were 
killed aboard the latter vessel, and some 
twenty injured. Neither boat sank. 

Tuer jury has been chosen in the case of 
Jacob Sharp, who is charged with bribing 
aldermen. When this case is over, that of 
ex-Commissioner Rollin M. Squire, arraigned 
for corrupt bargaining, will be tried. 


TIFFANY, the jeweler, has just completed 
the Gladstone testimonial to be presented by 
American admirers to that eminent states- 
man. It is a pedestal and bust of sterling 
silver, three feet high, and cost $3,500. 


Mr. O'Brien, of Ireland, editor of United 
Ireland, has been lecturing in Canada. He 
is a Catholic and a Home Ruler, and those 
who differed with him in religion and politics 
hav made things lively for him by throwing 
bricks, clubs, and vegetables at him while 
delivering his discourses. __ 

Tur Rev. W. H. H. Murray has solved the 
mystery of the sea serpent seen in Lake 
Chaniplain. He says the illusion is caused 
by hundreds of small plovers flyiug in a long 
string close to the water. The birds display- 
ing alternately their brown backs and white 
breasts produced the phenomena which were 
mistaken for the appearance and disappear- 
ance of the aquatic monster. 


Taur Knights of Labor profess to be con- 
‘ducting a boycott against the New York Sun 
because its utterances on the labor question 
do not meet with their hearty indorsement. 
The boycott is opposed by the printers’ trade 
union, as the Sun pays the scale of wages, 
and is a “card” office.. The printers are 
probably a rather more intelligent body of 
men taken as a whole than the rank and file, 
or even the leaders, of the Knights of Labor. 


THERE was no relaxation in the enforce- 
ment of the excise law last Sunday. The 
number of arrests for drunkenness on Sunday 
since the side doors hav been closed is nearly 
equal to that for the corresponding Sundays 
last year when the side doors were open. 
This is explained in part by the extra vigi- 
lance of the police, but is due mainly to the 
fact that those who are enabled to get into 
saloons are apt to indulge to an inordinate de- 
gree. 


THE EVICTION 


Tux '* BREAD-AND-W ATER " Text.—And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and took bread and a bottle of water, 
and gave it unto Hagar (putting it on her shoulder) and the child, and sent her away: and she departed, and wandered in 
the wilderness of Beer-sheba.— Gen. xxi, 14. 


Odds and nds. 


BREECHES of promis—pantaloons bought on 
credit. 

THE more you puff a cigar the smaller it be- 
comes. And that is the way with some men. 


Tue fact that music and beer can not be served 
together makes the outlook for music look gloomy. 


TuE Christian Union this week givs us '* The Cry 
of Moses ;" and it isn't “ Dot goat vits you like de 
baper on de valls !? either. 

FonTUNE knocks once at every man's door, but 


she doesn’t go hunting through beer saloons for 
him, if the man happens to out;.— Puck. 


You may write about the unions 
With the sharpest-pointed Faber, 
But the mother with a baby 
Kuows the most of nights of labor. 


A MINISTER, having preached a very long sermon: 
as his custom was, some hours after asked a gen- 
tleman his opinion of it. He replied that **it was 
very good, but it spoilt a dinner worth two of it.' 


Tury sat within the parlor dim, 
I passed and heard her say to him, 

* I wish, dear George, that you'd behave— 
If not, I wish that you would shave." 


“ WHERE is the island of Java situated ?” asked 
a school teacher of a small, rather forlorn-looking 
boy. “I dunno, sir.” * Don't you know where 
coffee comes from?" ‘Yes, sir, we borrows it 
from the next-door neighbor." 


Don’t worry about our noble land being invaded 
&nd destroyed by gunboats, because of our unpro- 
tected sea-coast. The kind of sea-coast defense 
the majority of our people are suffering for isa 
liberal reduction in the seaside hotel rates. 


A wnoxwG inference: A little boy at the opera, 
who noticed the gentlemen-looking through their 
opera glasses at the ballet dancers, said: ‘Mam- 
ma, buy me one of those things, so I can cover 
up my eyes with it when those women come on the 
stage.” 


GENTLEMAN: “But I am afraid he wouldn't 
make a good watch dog." Man with purp: ' Not 
a good watch dog! Why, Lor’ bless your "art, it 
was only last week that this ere wery animal held 
a burglar down by the throat and beat his brains 
out with his tail." 


Tarry played eucher. He was an old man. She 
was young. ‘‘Whenever you hold the right 
bower,” he remarked in commencing, * your 
lover. is thinking of you.” ‘hen he watched 
whenever she picked up the cards to see if she 
blushed or not. He won. 


“ You ought to be ashamed of yourse'f, a great, 
big man like you to be a beggar and a tramp. 


You oughtn’t to be afraid.of work.” “I know it, i 


mum, but I can’t help it. You see my nurse 
frightened me once in a dark room when I was a 
baby, and I hav been timid ever since.” 


“Baox from Cannes, eh ?” said Mr. Neversmile 
to Mrs. Spriggins as he seated himself beside her. 
“ Oh, yes, indeed; I couldn't stand the gyrations 
of the ground.” “You were in the earthquake, 


` 


i IY. 
i v. 


VI. 

| uxley. 

VII. A Protest and a Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
on 


By Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 
stohe. By Albert Reville, D.D. 


Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. By Prof. T. H. 


This is a new book and contains the latest discus- 
I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. By Hon. sion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of the 
: participants are a guarantee of its able character. 


| 


Price, paper, 58 cents; cloth, 75 cents, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl.,.New York 
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then?” “Indeed I was. And do you know I was 
so frightened that I got right down on my knees 
and said my Cataclysm as fast asIcould. Relig- 
ion is a great refuge, Mr. Neversmile.” 


A LITTLE grammar found in an old garret in 
Portsmouth, N. H., has an illustration represent- 
ing the difference between the activ, passiv, and 
neuter verbs. It is a picture of a father whipping 
his boy. The father is activ, the boy is passiv, and 
the mother, sitting by herself on a stool looking 
on but doing nothing, i8 neuter. 


THERE is a man in our town, and he is wondrous 
wise, 

Whenever he writes the printer-man ho dotteth 
all his 7’s ; 

And when he's dotted all of them, with great sang 
Jroid and ease, 

He punctuates each paragraph, and crosses all his 
s. 


Upon one side alone he writes, and never rolls his. 


leaves; 

And from the man of ink a smile; and mark “in- 
sert receives. 

And when a question he doth ask (taught wisely 
he has been’, mer 

He doth the goodly two-cent stamp, for postage 
back, put in. 


A BISHOP, a curate, and a layman were fishing 
in Canadian waters one very hot day last summer. 
When it came time for luncheon, the bishop pro- 
duced from under the seat of the boat a bottle— 
presumably containing apollinaris—and a lump of 
ice, which he proceeded to break into small pieces. 
A broad smile played over his heated face as he 
began to extract the cork from the bottle. The 
smile changed to an expression of agony as the 
hot bottle, shooting out its cork with a tremendous 
explosion, split from neck to bottom, and lost its 
every drop. With a look of heart-rending appeal 
the bishop turned to the layman and exclaimed: 
* You're a layman, say it for me !” 

OBLATION TO SPRING. 
Oh the gin-blossom blows on the juniper-tree, 
The grasses are bright in the emerald lea ; 
The frog gaily croaks in the pond by the way, 
And up in the sycamore carols the jay. 


Our bosoms are light, and our fancies are free, 
The gin-blossom blows on the juniper-tree ; 
The wren hops about on the white window-sill, 
And softly the lamb gambols over the hill. 


The cloudlets are white and the heavens are blue, 
The doves in the apricot tenderly coo; 

The gin-blossom blows on the juniper-trée, 
Where shortly will revel the busy gold bee. 


Then come, O my love, let us roam where the 
stream 

Flows softly along like a beautiful dream ; 

And we'll sing in our hearts like the glad chick- 
adee, 

The gin-blossom blows on the juniper-tree. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thonsand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins, Price, $1.75" 


Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. | 


Dawn of Creation. An Answer to Mr. Glad- ! 


Gens of Chonght. 


Tar difference between the conditions of the 
rich and the poor is far more marked than it 
ought. to be. The homes of the poor, though 
humble, should be neat and cheerful.—D. M. Ben- 
nett, 


, Iris true that Catholic aud, in less degree, Prot- 
estant orthodoxy can say more comforting things 
to a murderer than a Unitarian and Liberal relig- 

i ny ion can, It can make him 
believe, even if has sud . 
denly sent his victim to hell 
with notan instant’s chance 
for conversion to save his 
soul, that he, himself, in “a 
fountain filled with blood, 
drawn from Immanuel’s 
veins,” may be “plunged 
beneath that fiood,” and 
lose all his “ guilty stains.” 
This religion tells him that 
he may find even the gal- 
lows to be “steps unto 
heaven,” and so he mounts 
the scaffold happy, hopeful 
confident. * Can your re- 
ligion do this for a dying 
murderer?" it is triumph- 
antly asked ; and Itriumph- 
antly answer, "No," and 
thank God that it cannot: 
for we cannot thus en- 
courage the most wicked 
crime. We hav heard God 
in nature, in experience, in 
the Bible, declare - that 
“ Whatsoever a man soweth 
that shall he also reap." 
“Every one shall receive 
according to the deeds 
done in the body,” and we 
hav never heard that God 
has repealed that law.— 
Rev. W. L. Chapin. 


ALL doctrins relating to 
the creation of the world, 
the government of man by 
superior beings, and his 
destiny after death are con- 
jectures which hav been 
given out as.facts, handed 
down with many adorn- 
ments by tradition, and ac- 
cepted by posterity as “ re- 
vealed religion.” They are 
theories more or less ra- 
tional which uncivilized 
men hay devised in order 
to explain the facta of 
" life, and which civilized 
men believe that they believe. Those doctrins are 
not in themselvs of any moral value. It is of no 
consequence, morally speaking, whether a man be- 
lieves that the world was made by one God or by 
twenty. A savage is not of necessity a better man 
because he believes that he livs under the domin- 
ion of invisible tyrants, who will compel him, 
some day or other, to migrate to another land,— 
Reade’s Martyrdom of Man. 


It is a curious fact that men, as members of an 
ecclesiastic body, will insist on retaining doctrins 
which they hav long since given up as individuals. 
Thus you will scarcely fiud a minister of the 
Church of England who will admit that he be- 
lieves the Athanasian Creed, and yet no conven- 
tion of that body has ever been willing to sur- 
render it.—James Freeman Clarke. (Nots.—If my 
memory does not deceive me, I saw it stated, 
some years ago, that the '* disestablished " church 
of Ireland had resolved to discontinue the reading 
of the Athanasian Creed, at any rate to allow in- 
individual clergymen to read it, or omit its read- 
ing, as they saw fit. If so, it was a most sensible, 
and, therefore, un-Irish proceeding. The Athan- 
asian Creed is, no doubt, a bitter pill, but, for my- 
self, if I could swallow all the rest of the English 
Prayer Book, I think I could take down the Athan- 
asian Creed and not make a wry face about it. 
The Scotch hav a pithy saying to the effect that 
“there is no use of swallowing a whole cow and 
then worrying at the tail.” The idea is, I think, 
good, and to be received as “orthodox,” but the 
mode of expressing itis rather Hibernian.—Hylaz.] 


Tr is true that if philosophers hav suffered, their 
cause has been amply avenged.  Extinguished 
theologians lie about the cradle of every science as 
the strangled monster beside that of Hercules, 
and history records that whenever science or or- 
thodoxy hav been fairly opposed, the latter has 
been forced to retire from the lists, bleeding and 
crushed, if not annihilated, subdued if not slain, 
But orthodoxy is the Bourbon of the world of 
thought. It learns not, neither can it forget, and 
though at present bewildered and afraid to move» 
it is as willing as ever to insist that the first chap- ` 
ter of Genesis contains the beginning and the end 
of sound science, and to visit with such petty 
thunder-bolts as its half paralyzed hands can 
hurl, those who refuse to degrade nature to the 
level of primitiv Judaism.—Huviey’s Origin of 
Spectes. 

Tzunoucz clouds of doubt and creeds of fear, 

A light is breaking calm and clear. 

The song of love, now low and far, 

Ere long shall swell from star to star. 


Henceforth my heart shall sigh no more 
For olden time and holier shore ; 
God's love and blessing, here and there, 
. Are now and here, and everywhere. 
—John G. Whittier (b. 1808). 


As the egg; so the chick, and the chick is not in 
fault, An eagle chips her shell here, a vulture 
struggles into life there, and kites are hatched by 
brooding mothers as well as doves or nightin- 
gales. It is by the direct action of that brooding 
mother what kind of creature is added to the forces 
of life, but it all depends on man what kind of 
egg he chooses shall be hatched, If he hasa fancy 
for kites and vultures, he cannot expect to save 
his- lambs and ducklings.—Mrs. Linton’s Under 
Which Lord? 
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_ Humiliating indeed must be the condition of that man whose wife goes to the confessional. Whey he walks the streets he is met by her confessor, who salutes him humbly, turns 
aside and laughs! ‘‘ Look at the gentleman; how fond he seems of his wife! It was yesterday she was at the confessional with me; poor fool "Michelet. 


dilofes and Glippings. 


VACOINATION for yellow fever has: been 
successfully tried in Colombia, S. A. 


Tux czar of Russia was shot at while rid- 
ing in his carriage last week, but was not hit. 
Those enemies of the czar who miss him so 
often are bringing Russian marksmanship 
into contempt. 


Turse vital statistics are printed in a daily 
paper: The death rate of the globe is 67 a 
minute, 97,790 a day, and 35,689,885 a year, 
and the birth rate 70 a minute, 100,800 a day, 
and 36,792,000 a year. 


On May 24th the big bridge between New 

York and Brooklyn had been open just 

: four years. Up to that date the total receipts 

were $2,435,787.23. Passengers to the num- 

ber of 15,963,919 had walked across, and the 
cars had carried 64,111,556. 


Bisnov Lrrtiesogn, of Long Island, reports 
that more candidates for holy orders are de- 
sired in the Episcopal church, and that 
* quality is more needed than quantity.” 
The Lutheran church also complains of a lack 
of the ministerial supply, but omits Bishop 
Littlejohn's qualifying remark. The tendency 
of brains is not toward the ministry. ` 


Tur General Conference of the Reformed 
Episcopal church, holding at Philadelphia, 
hav been considering this proposition: ** No 
minister of this church shall solemnize matri- 
mony in any case where the divorced wife or 
husband of either party is still living; but 
this shall not apply in cases of adultery or 
where parlies divorced seek to be reunited.” 


A DISPATOH from Lexington announces 
that an eminent astronomer of Hartford, Ky., 
has discovered they reappearance of the Star 
of Bethlehem. Its position is in the north- 
western heavens, closely skirting the horizon. 
How the eminent astronomer ascertained that 
the particular star which he observed is the 
Star of Bethlehem is not stated in the dis- 
patch. 


Tue president and wife hav retired to the 
Adirondacks in New York for a vacation, 
which will include the anniversary of their 
marriage. It is hinted that Mr: Cleveland ac- 
cepted a free ride from the railroad company, 
and thus violated the Intersiate Commerce 
law which he recently signed, but all good 
citizens will hope that this is not so. None 
but ministers are allowed to be dead-heads in 
this enlightened land. 


Tux orators in the McGlynn crusade con- 
tinue to repeat the saying of somebody, 
“Giv us all the religion you choose from 
Rome, but no politics." Yet the man who 
lets somebody else tell him how he shall vote 
is no greater slave than the one who allows 
another to do his thinking for him. 
pope's opinions on both religion and politics 
should be accorded the weight to which their 
-reasonableness entitles them, and no more. 


Tue census report of 1880 places the total 
of the national wealth at $49,642,000,000. Of 
this amount $10,197,000,000 are credited to 
the farms; $9,881,000,000 to residences and 
business real estate; $5,536,000,000 to rail- 
roads and their equipments; $5,000,000,000 
to household furniture, books, pictures, and 
the like; $2,000,000,000 to live stock; 
$6,000,000,000 to agricultural products re- 


The 


maining over, and $2,000,000,000 to churches, 
schoolhouses, public buildings, and institu- 
tions of one kind or another. There was also 
a considerable miscellaneous list. 


A Nover plan for settling labor difficulties 
has been adopted in Paterson, N. J. The 
board of trade has selected a bank president, 
and the Knights of Labor hav selected a min- 
ister. These two hav selected an old citizen, 
and in turn the three hav selected thirteen 
men. Now the board of trade and the 
Knights of Labor will alternately reject one 
until only one man is left, and this one will 
be the president of the new board of arbitra- 
tion to settle questions between capital and 
labor without strikes or lockouts. 


Tuere is none so thrifty as the, New Jer- 
seyman, Union Hill, in that delightful state 
just across the Hudson from New York, has 
appointed twenty-five special policemen for 
Sunday work. Their duty is to arrest New 
Yorkers who go there for a drink of beer. 
They get half the fines imposed on their pris- 
oners, and the Jersey justices codperate with 
them by making the fines heavy. The pro- 
ceeding has caused considerable comment, 
and has called forth from a New York jurist 
the suggestion that ten days’ imprisonment 
be substituted for the fine, the policemen to 
take half as at present. 


Ara meeting of the Municipal Council of 
the Irish National League on May 24th the 
following was offered: ‘ Whereas, This being 
the sixty-eighth anniversary of the birth of 
her gracious majesty, Queen Victoria, and the 
jubilee year of the Empress of India, we, the 
Municipal Council of the New York Irish 
League, remind her majesty that in her 


mature age, as in her youth, she has been 
conspicuous by her want of sympathy with 
her Irish subjects, and we regret that her 
year of jubilee should be commemorated by 
the most brutal and cowardly legislation 
toward the Irish people.” 

Pore Lero still yearns for the recovery of 
his lost temporal power in Italy. Ina late 
address to the clergy he said : ** We earnestly 
desire that Italy should put aside her un- 
happy difference with the papacy, whose dig- 
nity is violated chiefly by the conspiracy of 
sects. The means of obtaining concord would 
be to establish the pope in a position where 
he would be subject to no power in the 
enjoyment of full and real liberty, which, far 
from injuring Italy, would powerfully con- 
tribute to her prosperity.” Think of the 
happiness of that country in which the pope 
is in a position ‘‘ subject to no power!” It 
could be equaled only by the happiness of & 
rabbit swallowed by & boa constrictor. 


Ex-SPEAKER G. Z. Erwin, of the New York 
Assembly, is the sworn enemy of all legisla- 
tion looking to the relief of New Yorkers 
from the oppressiv Sunday laws, and kills 
them as fast as they come up. He is the 
man who, when chairman of the Committee 
on Ways and Means, defeated the motion of 
Messrs. Wakeman, Hawes, and Duryea to 
tax church property. He has, however, 
demonstrated his broad statesmanship by 
getting a bill through the Assembly making 
ita misdemeanor to feed sparrows. He has 
also appeared as the champion of numerous 
jobs. A daily paper has remarked that if 
being a jackass were a misdemeanor, Mr. 
George Zerubbabel Erwin would be a misde- 


meanant. 
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` Gommunications. . 


Protection to Labor. 


Rufus Choate had three styles of handwriting— 
one-which he could read but his clerk could not, one 
which his clerk could read but he could not, and one 
which neither he nor his clerk could read. So pro- 

. tection to labor resolves itself into three styles—one 
which each workman must discover and apply for 
himself, for the state cannot help him; one which the 
state must discover and apply, for the workman 
alone cannot obtain it; and one which neither the 
state nor the workman can obtain or discover. 

As the last category is the shortest, I will begin 
by saying that neither the state nor the workman 
himself can protect him altogether from musketoes, 
weekly expenses, life insurance agents, patent 
medicins, doctors’ bills, wet feet, venders of patent 
rights, fever and ague, circuses, professional labor 


parasites, prophets, agitators, and economic quacks. | 


These are conditions that hav got to be assumed, as 
the chemists assume simple substances, and as the 
philosophers assume time, space, force, and motion as 
first principles. - But, after all, practical science con- 
sists mainly in utilizing them or in minimizing the 
disastrous or deleterious influences flowing from them. 

Begin with our workingman just as we find him. 
He earns, or can earn if employed, say from one to 
four dollars a day. In what respect must the state 
leave him unprotected in order that he may the bet- 
ter protect himself? For this the state must do in 
all those particulars in which the workingman is his 
own best protector. . | 

I begin, then, by asserting that the workingman 
must be let alone by the state, and therefore must be 
left unprotected by the state, because he is his own 
best protector as to his rate of wages—the price at 
which he will sell his labor to his employer. ~ . 

And, this calls up the question at the outset, What 
makes the rate of wages? The rate of wages is 
arrived at by a division, generally nearly. equal, be- 
tween the aggregate capital employed and the ag- 
gregate labor employed in an enterprise or process, 

.of the difference between the cost of the raw 
materials and the cost of the finished product of that 
enterprise or process. ; ^ 

This is the same thing, in effect, as saying that the 
rate of wages depends on the demand for labor and 
the supply of labor, except that the last formula 
states the effect, while the first states the cause: 
The cause of the demand for Jabor is the profit that 


capital can earn in employing labor. The cause of} 


the supply of labor is the fact. that labor can, by 
laboring, make this division with capital or get this 


share of the difference between the value ventured 


and the value obtained, or between the cost of the 
raw materials and the finished product. Therefore, 
it is, in the long run, the rate of profit that regu- 
lates the rate of wages. For it is only where profits 
are large or rising, and employers are anxious to float 
into success on the flood tide, or to make hay while 
the sun shines, that they offer higher wages ; and, vice 
versa, it is always the interest of an employer whose 
profits are good to extend his business by employing 
more help, rather than to contract his business by the 
difficulties inseparable from cutting down wages. 

To place this partnership between Jabor and capi- 
tal fully before you, let me cite a few facts: Everyone 
recognizes that working a farm on equal shares, where 
one person finds the land, improvements, buildings, 
seeds, fruit trees, implements, and, perhaps, cattle 
and flocks and poultry, while the other brings only the 
labor power of himself, his family, and those whom he 
may hire, is a fair bargain, or, to put it more emphat- 
ically, a just partnership. For the farm as it stands 
represents many years of labor already done. The 
working tenant, who proposes to work the farm, 
offers one year of labor to be done against many 
years of labor already done. This is the metayer 
system of Europe. Indeed, most parts of the world 
in ail ages hav been tilled under it, and its equity 
still remains to be questioned. 

Now fifty-four railways, which cost to construct 
and equip them $1,251,795,029 74, make annual re- 
turns to the railway commissioners of Illinois. Their 
par capital is more than twice that sum, but with 
that we hav not at present todo. These railways 
employ 156,007 workers, of all sorts, from president 
to brakeman. Their gross earnings are about one 
hundred and sixty-three and ore-half millions of 
dollars, and yet all these railways are worked upon 
shares by the naked labor, i. e., labor not backed by 
the least capital employed in the business. Th 
sharing comes out so evenly, though no effort at even 

. sharing or profit sharing is thought of in adjusting 


_ any workman's.salary or any dividend, that there are | 


paid in salaries and wages $81,936,170.81, and there 
are paid to the capital (labor previously done in con- 
structing and equipping the roads) $81,720,265.53 
yearly. 

No system of intentional profit-sharing is more 
equal tban this, provided we assent to the principle 
that a day's work already done and embodied in the 
form of capital is as well entitled to compensation 


| other people to mind theirs. 


for its use as a day's work not yet done, which we 
eall labor. in "c 

Working on shares is not an accident in that nat- 
ural organization of labor which arises through each 
man fitting into the niche that he finds made for 


-himself and doing simply the best he knows how to 


do, minding always his own business and leaving 
For instance, the total 
manufactures of the United States hav first to pay 
for their raw materials purchased, all of which hav 
been the finished product of one or.more previous 
industries, and hav been created by a joint partner- 
ship of labor with capital, resulting in a joint sharing 
of wageés'of labor with returns to capital Having 
paid for these, there remained out of the whole price 


received on sale of the products a gross fund, out of. 
which the capital (or labor done before the year be- 


gan) had to divide with the labor done during the 
year. The division in 1880 was: 

To wages (exclusiv of those earned on raw : 

materiálg)........eceeeccee center $ 947,958,795 

To capital for all purposes. ...................eeee 1,024,801,887 

The share taken by capital includes payment for 

erecting plant, extending works, making repairs, 


insurance, machinery, interest, losses by bad debts 


and losing contracts, etc. . The principle here carried 

out is evidently that of working on shares. In the 

salt manufacture the division wa8: ~ Poe 
"— $1,260,028 


To wages (not earned in raw materials). 

To capital (for all purpOses)...........cceseeceseteceeees 1,495,594 
In the mixed textil fabrics the division was: 

To wages (not earned on raw materials).......... $18,216,753 

To capital (for all purposes)................ eese - 15,677,109 


In the iron and steel manufacture the division was: . 


To wages (of same process for which gains of 
capital are counted)................... Lise heouse 


$555,476, 785 
To capital (for all purposea)...................... eese 


49,809,750 

Where the nature of the business, or the inventions 
made in it, are such that capital invested in machin- 
ery performs almost the whole of the labor involved 
in it, or where the nature of the business is essen- 


tially a commercial rather than a manufacturing one, 
the slight work performed in the manufacture being 


a mere incident in a process essentially of buying 
and selling, as in meat packing, lumber, leather, etc., 


| the transaction is less a partnership and the share of 


labor diminishes. Where, on the other hand, men 
and skill are nearly everything, and machinery next 
to nothing; as in the ship building, at a time when it 
consists, as now, almost wholly of repairing, and in 
the silk manufacture at a time when new processes 
hav to be introduced through new workmen, and a 
generation has to be educated up to the art, the 
share of capital sinks and the share of wages expands 
to threefold the partnership share. Compare: 


Slaughtering and (Wages to labor.............. . $10,508,530 
meat packing. Gross returns to cap 25,314,981 
Woolen goods Wages to labor..... .... . 25,836,392 
manufacture. laris returns to capital...  893,924.718 

faa {ages to labor................ 31,845,974 
myer ar bris to capital... 55,226,870 

; ages to labor................ 4,840,418 

Leather. {Gress returns to capital.... 7,199,875 


And again, compare the arts in which machinery is 
of little importance, ship repairing, or in which skill 
is being developed by an educating process (silk 
manufacture) : 


Ship building, (Wages to labor................. $12,713,813 
repairing. (Gross returns to capital..... - 8,350,156 
Silk and silk goods {Wages to labor. ............... 9,146,705 
manufacture. (Returns of capital............ 3,805,217 


It is idle to deny that these figures prove that 
under the existing wages system all industry is 
profit-sharing in fact. es 

Now, having shown that all wages-working is 
profit-sharing under a thin disguise, the next ques- 
tion is, Is the division that is made between the profit- 
makers and the wage-workers a fair one, and if not, 
what is the remedy, and is the remedy one which 
the capitalists must apply, or is it one which the 
wage-workers must apply, or one which the state 
must apply, or is it irremediable? 

Wages rise where employers seeking to employ 
more help are many, and where men seeking to be 
employed are few. Obviously, then, if it be true 
that wages are too low in any line of employment, 
what is needed. in that line is a greater competition 


‘among employers, and a decreased competition 


among workers, i.e, that a good many of those who 
are now seeking to work at that business for wages 
shall cease working in it for wages, and begin work- 
ing in it as employers, and on their own account. 
This, and this alone, will lessen the number ‘of 
workers competing against each other for wages, and 
increase the number of employers competing against 
each other for the hire of workmen. 

But you answer, That implies the possession of cap- 
ital on our part, and we hav not the capital. I reply, 
That would be a valid objection if it were true in fact, 
Pu it happens to be magnificently and splendidly 

alse. - 

The deposits of the working men and women of 
the United States in the savings banks amount to 
upwards of $800,000,000. They exceed in volume 
the deposits of business men in the national banks 


are. 


and in the private banks combined, and are.equal in : 
volume to the deposits of the business men, mer- : 
chants, manufacturers, railroad kings, lawyers, and 
financiers, whom we call the capitalists, in both the 
national banks and state banks combined. 

Moreover, there is no wind, no inflation, in these ` 
deposits in the savings banks, as millions of dollars ; 
in volume of the deposits in the national and state 
banks are. The savings bank deposits made by the 
poor are all actual cash passed over the till You 
cannot go to.a savings bank as you can to a national 
bank, and say, * Here are my grain certificates, or my 
bills receivable and notes, or my railway or mining 


shares; how much of a deposit will. you credit me. 


with on my bank book if I leave these here as col- 
lateral?" . Hence the savings bank deposits are all 
the immediate hard cash. — ` 

` And since sayings banks must loan their deposits 


`| in sums seldom less than $3,000, and from that up . 


to $50,000, on first mortgages on first-class improved 
city real estate, and none but the rich own this class . 
of property, it follows that savings banks are a : 
gathering up of the savings of the poor to lend them : 
to the rich. They invert every law of charity. They. : 
take from them that hav very little to hand over to 
them that hav much, that.they may hav more abun- 


.dantl y. 


Not that savings banks as a means of hoarding, as. 
compared with spending, are not good at the outset : 
of a wages-worker's career. They are at all times i 
good relativly to the beer saloon and the gambling- ' 
den. But for the wage-worker to keep his savings ` 
in the.savings bank all his life, after he could use 
them as the sufficient means with which to go into 


business on his own account, and to become his own : : 


employer and the employer of others, is to combine : 
to depress wages at both ends, and indeed in three : 
different ways. First, he swells the ranks and in- 
creases the competition among the wage-workers, : 
and so lowers their wages by competing with them 
for wages when he ought to be competing with their ' 
employers in hiring them and so adding his mite to 
raise their rate of wages. Secondly, by keeping out . 
of competition with the profit-makers, he makes their , 
numbers fewer, and hence their profits larger; for, as ' 
we hav seen, the division of the gross returns of ` 
every industrial process, being nearly equal between : 
the’ aggregate labor employed and the aggregate . 
capital employed, in the degree that. the share that — 
goes-to labor has to be divided among many, and the - 
equal share that goes to capital is divided among a 
few, in the same degree must each individual capital- 
ist or profit-maker reap a large return for his time 
and the individual workman must reap a small resurn . 
for his time. - VIE un 
Hence every man who keeps on working for wages 
after he has the means to become his own employer 
and the employer of others, helps to depress wages 
as to each wage-worker, and to intensify profits’ and 
monopoly in favor of the few profit-makers actually 
in the field. T 
Finally, by competing for the privilege of lending 


‘his money to the rich through the savings banks, the . 


poor man tends to ‘cheapen capital to those who . 
already possess it—for the borrowers from those. 
banks are the rich—and to make its acquisition more 
difficult to those who do not. 

Measure for a moment the vast.labor-employing - 
power which the fund now held by workingmen in 
the savings banks represents, č. e., the number. of 
men it could employ. 

In farming and mechanical trades, each $1,000 of 
capital employs a man. In manufactures, each 
$2,500 employs a man. In railroading, each $8,000 
employs a man. Hence the $800,000,000 deposited 
in our savings banks would employ in farming and : 
the mechanical trades 660,000 men. In manufact- 
ures it would employ 320,000 men. In railroading it : 
would employ 100,000 men. Here, therefore, is a 
vast labor-employing fund held by . workingmen 
solely to loan it to the rich, and not to employ it at . 
their own risk in employing themselvs and others. 

Now, the workingmen can only justify holding this 
fund in this way, either by saying that there are no . 
profits to be made in.employing labor at present 
rates, or that they are not intellectually competent to 
find out where the profits could be made, or that 
they don’t .want wages raised above where they now 


The first assumption, that there are no profits to 
be niade in employing labor at present rates, amounts 
to an admission that labor has no ground of com- 
plaint, $ 

The second assumption, that there are profits to 
be made, but that the wages-worker lacks either the' 
courage or the competency to.make them, amounts to -: 
a confession that the wages-worker is really under a ` 
very great obligation to those men who hav the courage 
and competency to hire labor and make a profit out - 
of it, since he, the wages-worker, if given the capital’ 
to work with, could not do it, and hence stands in- 
debted for his means of subsistence to the fact that 
others can do what, with the same money, means 
supplied, he could not do. 

The third alternativ, that the wages-workers who 
hold these deposits in the savings banks do not wish . 
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wages to be raised, is therefore the only one consist- 
ent with the assumption both that there would be 
profits to be made in their employment in industry, 
and that they know how to make them. 
Van Buren Denstow. 
[To -BE CONTINUED. ] 
— TS 
Mrs. Colman’s Reminiscences. 


While stopping with Mr. Powell, there came in our 
way a tremendous freshet on Rock river. The 
bridges in that region were washed away, and trav- 
eling was almost entirely suspended. Our mails, 
which we had ordered sent to Lyndon, were on the 
other side of the river. 

One morning, it having been six weeks since let- 

_ters from home had reached me, Mr. Powell an- 
nounced that he should take mé over the river that 
day, as he thought it too much for a mother to bear. 
to wait longer in suspense for news from home. I 
said, “How will you cross?” Said he: “ A: few 
miles away there is a bridge that seems fast, though 
some feet under water. We will go there, and if the 
bridge fails us, my horses will swim the river.” 

We had meetings appointed on that side of the 
river, and were in haste to be about our work. Mr. 
Foss was then with me. He had been in the Baptist 
pulpit twenty-five years, and was less afraid of water 
than of sin, no matter how deep it might run. We 
started in good season, and having reached the place 
where the bridge should hav been, found nothing of 
that sort in sight, but a long pole was set up on each 
side of the river, and one about midway in the stream, 
showing the location of the bridge. A man driving 
the mail wagon had preceded us for the last mile, but 
when he reached the point to drive into the water he 
stopped, and no persuasions of Mr. Powell and Mr. 
Foss combined could influence him to try the bridge 
first. He said, his life was worth just as much to 
him as the lady's was to her (and why wasn’t it 2), 
and he would follow us, or not go at all; and so Mr. 
Powell, talking all the time to his horses as though 
they were human, drove.them into the water, when 
they began to swim. Mr. Foss told me very cheer- 
fully that if by any accident the wagon should be up- 
set, he was strong enough to take me and swim to 
the shore. He stood up in the wagon, and I stood 

. on the seat, he holding me so that I should not fall, 
and though the water filled the wagon up to the sent, 
we reached the other side in safety, as did the mail- 
driver also. When we were over, Mr. Powell said : 
* Mrs. Colman, I would not hav done that for anyone 
but & mother. You hav said very little, but your 
face had become so anxious that it was painful to 
look at it.” 

This was one of the experiences of our trip in Ili- 

nois. 

"Some twenty years before this time, an uncle of 
mine had emigrated to this state and settled in the 
town to which we were at that time destined. My 
uncle and his wife were both dead, but two daughters 
were living, very orthodox in their opinions. My 
uncle was, or had been, sheriff of the county, post- 
master of the town, and school-teacher. He was 
practically the minister, as he had the charge of the 
little society, read printed sermons to them on Sun- 
days, and led their prayer-meetings during the 
week. He wasan excellent man, save his bigotry, 
and that was almost unparalleled. As an instance, 
when the postal laws required that the mail should 
-be opened on Sunday, he gave up the office rather 
than break the Fourth Commandment, though he 
every Sunday made a fire and ate of the food pre- 
pared for the table on that day. As a sheriff, he 
arrested anyone suspected of theft, even though he 
worshiped, as the second person of the godhead, 
Jesus of Nazareth, who expressly forbade his follow- 
ers to deal with the law of revenge. I presume the 
command, “ Swear not at all: neither by heaven, for 
it is God’s throne, nor by the earth, for it is his foot- 
stool,” had never presented itself to his mind asa 
command to be strictly enforced, nor had he ever felt 
that the office of a sheriff was incompatible with the 
creed of a Christian. We found no help in our work 
‘from either one of my relativs. The husband of one 
of my cousins was a graduate of Oberlin College, but 
I do not remember one act of even common courtesy 
given me by him or his wife. His was work for the 
Lord, not for man. We, however, held two meetings 
in Lyndon, and had the use of the church for them, 
but not the presence of my Oberlin cousin.: 

We crossed the Mississippi and worked a short 
time in Iowa and Wisconsin, meeting with very little 

opposition, and ‘quite as little success. Returning, 
we stopped awhile in Pennsylvania, where the 
ignorance of the people was appalling. At a gather- 
ing of men engaged in some mechanical work, Mr. 
Foss said: “ Well, my friends, whom are we going to 
hav for the next president?’ * We don’t know; the 
‘lection man ha’nt been round to tell us.” At an- 
other place, putting the same question, the answer 
came, “General Jackson.” Being informed by us 
that General Jackson had been dead some years, the 
speaker seemed astonished at our audacity, and as- 

sured us that they had always voted for the “ gineral, 
and we needn’t think we should lie them out of doing 


it now.” 
rights” in these reminiscences, but if I were I think 
the answers of these men might be a good text 
whereon to base an argument. At one of our ap- 
pointments: in Pennsylvania, the agent who was to 
speak was taken suddenly sick, and I was sent for to 
fill his place. I went, found a crowded house, and 


‘not one woman among them. I felt at first some- 


what embarrassed to be the only one of my own sex, 
but these ignorant men were perfectly. respectful, 
treating me in every way well—another text for a 
* woman's rights" lecture. If one woman could keep 
such a company of coarse men on their good be- 
havior, what might not a goodly number of them do 
at the polls or in the halls of Congress, if they went 
as rightful members. of the “ body politic,” "rather 
than as favored visitors ? 


My memory now takes me back into the state of | 


New York, where I worked, mostly by myself, for a 
year or-two. I went through the southern counties, 
from Buffalo to New York city, with varied experi- 
ences. At one place, a good Christian man, taking 
advantage of my offer of the platform to anyone 
wishing to speak, rose and said that “ the speaker was 
no doubt a woman, to say the least, of weak morals, 
as she entirely ignored the commands of the Bible, 
uncovering her head and speaking in public, all of 
which was expressly against the laws of God laid 
down in the holy Bible.” Ls 

After he had finished his tirade by saying he did 
all he could to prevent my having the house, I said, 
* Hav you finished your speech, sir?’ ‘ Yes," he 
said. I then said, “Do you keep the laws of God 
laid down in the scriptures of the Old and New Tes- 
taments?” He indignantly answered, “Of course I 
do; I am a Christian, and I don’t wish to be insulted 
by such às you with such a question.” I said, “No 
insult was intended, sir. I knew you were a very 
ignorant man, but I did suppose you knew something 
of the laws of the Bible in regard to your own sex, 
as you were so familiar with the laws by which a wo- 
man should be governed.” He seemed astonished, 
and wondering said, * What do you mean?” JI said, 
“You come into a meeting of mine, and insult me 
with your charges, with your: face as smooth asa 
woman’s, and your Bible says, ‘Thou shalt not mar 
the corners of thy beard,’ and you hav cut yours all 
off" This was when it was an offense to the church 
to wear the full beard. He said with strong em- 
phasis, * There is no such passage or law in the 
Bible.” I answered, ‘‘ Don’t make your ignorance so 
apparent. If there were a Bible in the hall—but I 
do not see any—I would read it to you.” A man 
with a full beard, the only one in the large audience, 
said, *I will get one,” and went out for that purpose. 
When he returned with the book, I said, “ This is 
not my book; you can look at it, sir, and see that it 
is the real Bible, King James version, if you wish ;" 
and turning to the law, I read it, telling ‘them-all 
chapter and verse where it was found. You can 
realize that that Christian man was a somewhat wiser 
if not better man when he left that meeting. 

I received about this time a letter from Mr. Fred- 
erick Douglass, introducing to my notice a young col- 
ored woman, the daughter of a fugitiv slave, who 
showed considerable talent for public speaking, ask- 
ing me if I would take her with me and initiate her 
into the ways of advertising and getting up meetings, 
saying, “ It id impossible for me to take her with me, 
as I ama married man, and she is a young woman, 
and I know no other speaker of whom J can ask the 
favor.” I had my meetings arranged for some weeks 
when this request reached me, and received invita- 
tions to be a guest in homes friendly to the cause of 
emancipation, but I was invited as one by myself. 
To take another with me was embarrassing, but I 
felt that I could not refuse, and wrote in answer, 
* Yes, send her to me.” The first place where I pre- 
sented myself was in Honeoye, the long. time home of 
Mr. Goodale, the noted Abolitionist divine. The 
lady who had sent me a pressing invitation to make 
her house my home, as she came to the door and saw 
with me a young colored woman, was too much 
astonished to speak. She looked at me with con- 
sternation on every feature. At last, recovering her- 
self, she said, * Walk in," and, giving my friend a 
seat near the door, took me into an inner apartment, 
saying: “Mrs. Colman, I did not know when I sent 
you the invitation that you had a colored woman 
with you. I'm greatly embarrassed, as I hav only 
one guest room.” I said, “Let me relieve you at 
once. I consulted my friend’s prejudices, as I an- 
ticipated such happenings, and she told me she had 
no prejudice against white people, and would be per- 
fectly willing to occupy a room with me. I'm sure 
if you consult her, she will not object.” 

The change in Mrs. '8face was ludicrous, but I 
kept a very serious look as I said if it should happen 
that the white should leave a mark upon the black 
skin ’twould be as hard to bear as the black upon the 
white. Alas! that slavery has so often taken nearly 
all the color from its forced victim. My hostess 
“saw the point,” opened her guest room, and asked 
us both to walk in and take possession. We. did so, 
and no reference was made to the difference in race 
again while we occupied it, but we were cared for in 


I am not making a plea for * woman's 


the kindest manner. I hav often heard of Mrs. —— 
saying that she learned a lesson at that time she had 
never forgotten. We of the North hav always 
indulged in the most bitter prejudice against color. 
No matter how refined and charming a person may 
be, if we can discover the least taint of color we make 
them social outcasts. At the same time, how many 
ladies will take into their arms and caress with great 
fondness a black dog, bringing the mouth of the 
four-footed pet in close contact with their own! Such 
is the power of prejudice and fashion. 
Syracuse. Lucy N. Cotman. 


Chicago News. 
l SAINT GEORGE AND THE DRAGON. 

Infidelity at last is pulverized, Agnosticism has 
vanished into thin air, and Atheism is annihilated ; for 
the arm of the Lord is revealed through the valiant 
knight who, armed cap-a-pie, mounted the wooden 
horse in this chief city of Suckerdom, and, in the 
Opera House last evening, boldly charged upon the: 
man of straw, whom he labeled “The Modern 
Pagan" in honor of Robert Ingersoll, and completely 
demolished him—in his mind. If influence of mind, 
in a metaphysical way, could obtain over Ingersoll, 
the Christians would hav paralyzed him long ago. 
Columns of free puffs, in the way of interviews, 
heralded this modern Saint George, who promised to 
utterly destroy the “fiery dragon and bring him 
down to slaughter” as easily as he pocketed political 
perquisits when a carpet-bagging member of Gov- 
ernor Pinchback's administration in Louisiana ; but 
all the free puffing of the entire press failed to catch 
the crowd. It is customary, when Ingersoll lectures 
here, for the intellectual ninnies to harp on his ob- 
taining from the crowd fifty cents per head for re- 
tailing his ribald blasphemy, but no such objection 
was made to Colonel Sheridan's dispensing the true 
milk of the word at whatever he could secure. "That 
fine discrimination was, I presume, on account of his 
failure to get a crowd. Nevertheless, this warrior 
bold merrily sang his lay for ordinary opera-house 
figures of admission. As a prelude to attacking 
“The Modern Pagan,” Saint George admitted Inger- 
soll was “a good husband, a kind father, a stanch 
friend, and a patriotic citizen." If that is the result 
of paganism, let us hav more of it and less Christian- 
ity. Sincerity is the soul of ethics, and how heavily 
burdened with that commodity this modern Saint 
George is may best be learned from a friend who 
met him the day after his debut as lecturer in Wash. 
ington, while pleasantly fumbling in his pocket the 
box-office receipts and chuckling to himself over the 
boom the deacons and divines had given him the 
night previous. The friend congratulated him on his 
success. “Success !" exclaimed Saint George ; “ why, 
I hav just raised merry hell with him"— meaning 
Ingersoll—or words to that effect. 

CHICAGO SECULAR UNION. 

I had about concluded that I had better not write 
Tue Taurz SxExER for several reasons: First, inabil- 
ity to make myself clearly understood to a large por- 
tion of its readers. Second, in so doing I might 
injure more than help both the paper and the cause ` 
I espouse. "Third, that my duties multiply to that 
degree that it seems almost impossible to get a 
moment’s rest; and last, but not least, that our secre- 
tary, Mrs. Freeman, is so much more able to keep 
you informed of what transpires here worthy-of note. 
However, seeing nothing from our society for so 
long a time, we just wish to assure the Liberals that 
we hav not fallen into ‘‘ masterly inactivity,” but are 
carrying on the war with unabated vigor. The ac- 
companying circular, some thousands of which were 
distributed in hotels, public libraries, etc., might be 
of use to other societies : l 

To accommodate Freethinkers from all parts of the city 
the Secular Union has leased the elegant and commodious 
hall, up two flights of stairs, 116 and 118 Fifth avenue (Mail 
Building), and will occupy it for regular Sunday cvening 
meetings. The exercises at these meetings consist of a lect- 
ure, three-quarters of an hour to one hour.in length, followed 
by criticism and discussion. The lecturer selects his sub- 
ject, and the society is in no way responsible for his views 
or his manner of handling it. In the discussion each speaker 
is allowed ten minutes to criticise or discuss the lecture. 
The number of debaters is necessarily limited to five or six. 
The lecturer is given ten minutes in which to reply to critics. 

The committec on lecturers will, as in the past, procure 
the very best talent, and present for the society's considera- 
tion vital and practical topics. As far as possible they wil 
avoid consecutiv lectures on any one subject. : 

The following will giv an idea of our ordinary themes : 
Historical, current, and comparativ religious ideas, lessons 
from the lives of eminent Freethinkers, evolution in all its 
phases, industrial, economic, political, social, and ethical 
questions. . : . 

May 1st, Mr. George Collins will lecture on “ Genesis 
versus Succession of Life in Geological Times.” May 8tb, 
Mr. E. A. Stevens will lecture on ‘‘Secularism versus God in 
the Constitution." May 15th, Mrs. A. M. Freeman will lect- 
ure on **Men and their Gods.” May 22d, Prof. P. Baumgras 
will lecture on ** Equality and its Relation to Political and 
Social Reforms.” May 29th, James Abbott, Esq., will lect- 
ure on ** The Truths of Spiritualism.” 

Other lecturers engaged are Gen. M. M. Trumbull, Col..A. 
J. Grover, Capt. W. P. Black, Mr. Otto Wettstein, of 
Rochelle, Ill.; Dr. Clevinger, Judge Paige, Profs. Hill and 
Sommers, Wm. Zimmermann, Esq., Messrs. W. F. Furay, 
L. H. Sawyer, and many others who hav devoted special at- 
tention to the various forms of Freethought. . 

The Chicage Secular Union is subordinate to the American 
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Sceular Union, which is organized on the basis of. the Nine 
Demands of Liberalism. It is a Freethought organization, 
and offers an absolutely free platform. All who can indorse 
the Nine Demands are invited to codperate. 

In addition to the program for May-—the principal 
lecture of which thus far was that of Mrs. Freeman, 
who seems at every succeeding effort to surpass her 
former brilliant record, and met with encomiums 
from Gen. M. M. Trumbull and W. F. Furay such as 
these Nestors of literature and Liberalism are seldom 

. in the habit of pronouncing—we hav had lectures 
from the best talent the West affords, which includes 
the gentlemen named above, together with Dr. E. S. 
Clevinger, Prof. E. R. Paige, Dr. E. S. McLeod, and 
other gentlemen of science. The argumentativ lect- 
ure on “The Errors of Spiritualism,” by James Ab- 
bott, was so highly appreciated that he was invited 
to giv his views on the “Truths of Spiritualism,” 
which will be the closing lecture of our regular season. 

It is gratifying, anid our many discouragements, 
to know that we hav sown seed on good ground and 
that the prominent workers in the Minerva Society 

' of Scandinavian Freethinkers are young men whose 
first idea of mental liberty was the result of their 
attendance on our meetings, and they hav been ably 
assisted by Bros. A. C. Berg and Olaf Olsen Ray. 
Mrs. Freeman was invited to make their closing ad- 
dress, and did so amid rapturous applause. They 
bad also a fine musical and literary program arranged 
fur the occasion. There were some four hundred 
ladies and gentlemen present. It is highly probable 
that when they reconyene in the fall they will organ- 
ize as a Secular Union. 

Our semi-annual election of officers occurred on the 
first Sunday in May, with the following result: Pres- 
ident, E. À. Stevens; vice-presidents, Messrs. Bol- 
ton, Fraenkel, Freeman, and Card; secretary, Mrs. 
A. M. Freeman; financial secretary and treasurer, 
J. W. Howe. 

All the officers were elected unanimously. The 
president appointed Dr. E. S. McLeod chairman of 
the lecture committee, he having performed splendid 
service in that capacity during the term just passed. 

Mr. Howe has so far recovered from the loss of 
his leg that he is now able to locomote on an artifi- 
cial appendage sufficient to attend the meetings and 
gather in the finances. 

Dr. McLeod is making arrangements for Dr. J. L. 
York’s visit to Chicago, which will be about July 3d 
or 10th, or both. All Taz Trursa Sxxxrzn friends 
should cooperate. My address will be found under 
the heading of the Secular Union department. 

E. A. STEVENS. 
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News and Notes. 


Sunday, May 15th, I come to Sacramento, where 
the stately capitol building greets the eye. Sacra- 
mento has about thirty thousand inhabitants. It is 
the railroad center of the state, every line of travel 
finding its way to this point. It has large railroad 
shops where engins and cars are constructed, em- 
ploying about two thousand men. The industrial 
facilities of Sacramento are superior to any in the 
state; and it looks as if it would be the Manchester 
of the Pacific coast. 

N. D. Goodell is our pioneer at this point, a ’Forty- 
niner who has been through all the rough and tumble 
and glory of early California life. A remarkable ex- 
perience these ’Forty-niners hav had, coming over 
the vast plains by a three months’ journey, a weari- 
some way to the land of gold, where bright fortune 
shone before one like an enchanted lake, flashing and 
fading alternately. Adventurous, heroic, indomitable 
men were these ’Forty-niners, and the early life of 
California was one where big brain and muscle were 
constantly on hand, for enterprise and conquest. 
The elements of power were here, and of amazing 
growth, and California feels to-day the throb of that 
intense activity which gave such coloring and. splen- 
dor to her vigorous and romantic youth. What 
changes hav passed since then over this vast terri- 
tory—a hundred iron horses, where once the slow 
caravan trailed along, and fruits of every variety 
adorning the dusty plain which in the eagerness for 
gold was left uncared for, but which now givs richer 
promis to-the state than even the exhaustless mines! 
California is yet upon the threshold of its greatness, 
and its future is to be apparently more brilliant than 
its wonderfully poetic past. - 

Home-like and pleasant I find it at the comfortable 
residence of N. D. Goodell, around which all the 
flowers are blooming amidst the verdant glory of 
springtime and the songs of many birds that seem 
happy in the gorgeous morning as in a palace of de- 
light. This is a truly Liberal household, for though 
all are not of one faith, the spirit is one of generous 


humanity. Mrs. Goodell and the daughter belong 


to the Congregational church, but with abundant 


hospitality for different thought, and the Infidel 


rejoices in the welcome where creeds are forgotten 
and gentleness prevails. 

-A fair audience was present on Sunday evening at 
Pioneer Hall. A good beginning was made, IJ think, 
for future lectures, and I was glad to meet with en- 
thusiastic friends, some from out of the city, and 
realize that interest in Freethought is broadening 
and deepening. I shall lecture twice again at Sacra- 
mento—next Sunday and a week from next Sunday, 
after my return from the Yosemite Valley, if a hall 
can be secured ; and so in my next letter I shall hav 
more to say of this bright and busy point, and the 
friends I meet here. 

Monday morning J journeyed among the hills to 
Grass Valley, one of the oldest and liveliest mining 
towns in the state. The gold-bearing quartz seems 
to be inexhaustible in the rock-ribbed hights about 
it, and enormous mills are kept constantly at work. 
This is a Methodist camping-ground. Many of the 
miners are Cornishmen, and they go in heavy for 
religion, most of them. There are also a great many 
Catholics in the place, and the churches hav a pretty 
large sway, and there was uncertainty as to how 
these first Freethought lectures would be received. 
The welcome on the whole was quite favorable. Be- 
tween three and four hundred were present the first 
evening, Monday, May 16th, and nearly five hundred 
the second evening. The attention was good, and 
Freetbought ideas found a promising reception, 
especially * The New Heaven and Earth "—the pict- 
ures of a new society and a better brotherhood of 
mankind. 

Mr. and Mrs. Van Horter are the kind of friends 
that make the pathway of the pilgrim one of flowers 
and cheerful entertainment. They hav been in this 
country through all its varied fortunes. They hav 
been burnt out seven times, but hav never given up 
the ghost. With something left they hav started 
ahead and checkmated ill-luck. Nearly seventy years 
of age, they are bright and happy as little children. 
They mean to hav a good time in this world what- 
ever fate may do. They built their home on the hill- 
side, and out of the very bosom of the rocks hav 
made the flowers grow and the green trees spread 
their glittering roofs, and it is an elegant retreat in- 
deed. They also own the opera house in which I 
spoke, and gave it on'most generous terms for the 
use of the lectures. Their bright sociability and 
enthusiastic earnestness for Freethought made them 
delightful co-workers in this mountain campaign. 

I also had the pleasure of meeting Thomas Paine, 

areal Thomas Paine, with the spirit of the mighty 
martyr in every drop of his blood. He too is one of 
the “ Argonauts" of this golden continent, and has 
been in many an adventure for fortune's smiles, and 
though nearly seventy years of age still looks for 
ward, not to the spirit-land, but to the golden age of 
humanity. 
By the kindness of H. J. Snow and A. G. Peterson I 
was enabled to visit the Idaho, Ophir, and North Star 
mines, where machinery and buildings to the value 
of over a million dollars are in use for the develop- 
ment of the ore. The vast machineries, thundering 
day and night, crushing thousands of tons, are run 
by water-power, the turbine wheel, with Pelton’s 
process, which is a wonderfully simple invention by 
which enormous power is attained. This process 
was only patented about three years ago, and it is 
now in use throughout this country, Mexico, South 
America, etc., and is an immense saving. Mr. Pelton 
used to liv among these mountains struggling with 
poverty, and devoting years to the perfection of his 
theory, which, like the standing of Columbus's egg 
on end, is the simplest thing in the world when you 
know how. It consists in splitting the water in- 
stantly it strikes the bucket, and it flies off, and there 
is no particle of accummulation in the buckets, how- 
ever swift the revolution. Thus the whole pressure 
of the water, from two to five hundred feet, goes into 
the motion of the wheel, and the power obtained by 
one little wheel only a foot in diameter is amazing. 
Wherever water pressure can be secured this wheel 
is of priceless service. It furnishes power with 
marvelous facility and cheapness. 
Miners generally are Liberal. I had good num- 
bers at my meetings. When they understand the 
aims and purposes of Freethought, they are in thor- 
ough sympathy, for they see that its philosophy is 
that of happiness and progress, and the glory of 
labor, and the destruction of poverty. 

Among our good allies in Grass Valley, with those 
already mentioned, are Joseph Lee, through whose 
efforts mainly the course of lectures was given; Mr. 
Russell, Mr. Pinckham, Mr. McCormack, Mr. and 
Mrs. R. G. Roberts, Mr. and Mrs. Fisher. Mr. Coss- 
ler, Dr. Jamison, Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Richardson, 
Messrs. Whitfield, Hood, Leeman, Hanson, Totten, 
Whitney, ete. 

Mr. Frank Beckett and Miss Lizzie Twitchell fur- 
nished excellent instrumental music for the meetings, 
and added greatly to their interest. Mr. Van Horter 
presided. Two of the orthodox clergy were present, 
and they seemed to enjoy the proceedings. The 


audience was representativ of the best element in the 
community. I am quite well satisfied with the ad- 
vancement of the work here, and look forward to bat- 
ter results. 

Next week I shall go to Yosemite, where I shall let 
nature do all the talking. I will be a silent pilgrim 


before the wondrous eloquence of the mountains, 


woods, and rivers. " 

T expect to lecture once more on my return at Sac- 
ramento, and then I shall begin my campaign in 
Oregon and Washington Territory. I shall be at 
Ashland, June 5th; at Talent, June 12th; and be- 
tween these dates at Central Point, etc. I shall be. 
in Coos county from June 18th to June 21st.  Ishall 
be at Silverton, June 22d, 23d. and 24th. I shall be 


_at Salem, Portland, Corvallis, Forest Grove, Seattle, 


Port Townsend, and: other places, but hav not yet 
been able to arrangesthe dates. I expect plenty of 
work and a good time in the North. 
i Sauvurz P. PurNAM. 
Sacramento, Cal., May 20, 1887. 


Been agg as 
The Free Religious Association. 


A platform has been kept free and open to speak- 
ers of all religions and no religion for twenty years 
by this society, whose annual convention and festival 
were held on Friday, May 27th, in Tremont Temple, 
Boston. The chief theme of discussion was whether 
more attention should be given to solving problems 
of practical interest to society, like those presented 
by the existence of poverty and crime, from a scien- 
tific standpoint, and it was generally agreed that this 
would necessitate a complete reorganization, possibly 
including change of name. Omission of the words 
“Free Religious” from the title was recommended 
by Mr. G. W. Stevens, on the ground that what the 
‘members called religion was only a cold philosophy 
without real influence. He himself had no interest 
in any but practical questions, and in order to solve 
these he would hav more stress laid upon respect for 
scientific thought, as well as for the rights of society. 
He held that the Anarchists condemned at Chicago 
were as truly usurpers as Louis XIV. Then the 
Rev. M, J. Savage, after telling how deeply he had 
been impressed, while still an orthodox minister, by 
a calm, clear, electrifying address at one of the Free 
Religious Association conventions by O. B. Froth- 
ingham, went on to show how fast Unitarianism was 
improving, for instance in respect for Theodore 
Parker. He also dwelt upon the importance of 
religion. To which Mr. W. M. Salter, of Chicago, re- 
plied by insisting upon the superior importance of 
morality. Moncure D. Conway mentioned that Mr. 
Savage had omitted to speak of the chief excellence 
of Unitarianism. It is the one single church which 
teaches that man is to be saved by his own merits. 
Christianity is the only religion which claims to save 
men by the merits of others. Unitarianism stands 


| above all other forms of Christianity in its respect for 


morality. Those who looked for the reappearance of 
the Star of Bethlehem, however, should turn their 
eyes to Mr. Salters Ethical Society, or to the plan 
just proposed for reorganization. Before hearing of 
this, he had been thinking of making a similar sug- 
gestion that very forenoon; and he felt encouraged 
to recommend that the Free Religious Ássociation 
resolve itself into a society for the advancement of 
ethical and religious science. Dr. Adler had already 
set the egg on the broad end, as Columbus did, by 
planting religion on the moral sentiment. Could 
Christianity be made a perfect moral system by leav- 
ing out the miracles and whatever else is supernat- 
ural? No. Christian morality is also supernatural. 
It is based on the dogma of a speedy millennium, and 
therefore it is impracticable. So is Socialism. What 
we ought to do, as an association, is to advance 
ethical truth by scientific methods. Some definit 
and practical method is much more needed, accord- 
ing to Professor Davidson, than any new statement 
of aims. If we are to hav churches, they must be 
based on science, and instead of the pulpit, which 
merely givs a set of desultory Sunday lectures, there 
should be a series of schools and lyceums. 

Too much time was given in this convention to 
definitions of religion, but this is an old habit of the 
Free Religious Association, which will not, I fear, 
be abandoned until some such name is adopted as 
that of Progressiv Association, proposed by Captain 
‘Adams, of Montreal. 

This last gentleman led the afternoon discussion 
of Sunday reform, which, he said, was a movement of 
the good men against the God men. If God wanted 
any observance of Sunday not necessary for the plain 
good of man, why didn’t he make the cows giv twice 
as much milk as usual on Saturday, and let it keep 
over Sunday? The Canada ministers wanted no 
running of ferries or horse cars, and no making of 
gas, except for the benefit of the churches ; in other 
words, no breaking of the Sabbath, except in the ser- 
vice of the Lord. Does God care more for the jangle 
of bells than for a good concert? .Good deeds hav 
no Sabbath. All for man, and let God take care of 
himself! Then Judge Putnam showed in the most 
effectiv speech of the day that the Sunday law was 
nowhere enforced, for it prevented scarcely anyone 


from doing as he wished, though it did enable many 
rascals to defraud their neighbors. ` 
A delightful festival closed the day. 


l F. M. HorzaN». 
The Defense Association's Appeal for Mrs. 


Slenker. 
The readers of Freethought journals know some- 


- thing of the arrest of Mrs. Slenker—long familiarly | 


ealled Aunt Elmina—and of the charge upon which 
her arrest was made. It may be easy to suspect, but 
impossible to ascertain, the meaning of it all and the 
motivs which led to its accomplishment. The 
' officers of the National Defense Association hav made 
as much investigation of the affair as has been pos- 
sible up to this time, and they desire to make an an- 
nouncement and an appeal to the Liberals of the 
United States, especially to those who hav heretofore, 
in the Bennett ease and others, lent generous sup- 
port to efforts made in behalf of defending the free- 
dom of speech, press, and mails. The friends of 
Elmina, who hav made her acquaintance in person or 
by correspondence, and those who only know her by 
her published writings, can hav no doubt that she is 
correctly described as an unusually frank, truthful, 
earnest, studious, and virtuous woman. Under the 
recent stress of circumstances, when it would be 
merely human to deny, conceal, or prevaricate, and 
perhaps even proper and wise to confess nothing, she 
has made open avowal of the work she has been try- 
ing todo. The hounds that put themselvs to the 
task of destroying her must hav quickly discovered 
these traits of her character, and of course saw that 
they had an easy victim to entrap. Had they been 
content with buying that which she offered for sale, 
and making the most of that, their action would hav 
been despicable enough to earn for them the con- 
tempt of decent men and women ; but words fail to 
express the depth of their infamy as made evident to 
` us by facts in hand. We hav no absolute proof, but 
we are entirely convinced that the plot against Mrs. 
Slenker included the plan—not unheard of among 


this class of villains—of making the evidence before: 
Mrs. Slenker had, of late, invited from 


seizing it. 
her correspondents recitals of personal experiences in 
the private affairs of life, which she was accustomed 
to loan to others interested in the same subjects, 
after removing from these private letter the names of 
the writers. Many of these were so plain-spoken as 

_ to be startling to anybody but a physician who has be- 
come accustomed to such things day after day, or to 
those in Eimina’s circle, who could look beneath the 
scum on the surface to find interest only in the 
curious facts of human life as illustrated in these 
self- dissections. 

Elmina became so much absorbed in this search 
for facts in the domain of heredity, human experi- 
ences in sexology, and instances of vagaries or per- 
versions in -the domain of sexual pathology, that, 
like the zoological student of mud-puddles or the 
physiological investigator of excreta, she may hav lost 
delicate appreciation of that which is and that which 
is not nice; but, more unfortunate than this, consid- 
ering the line of her investigations, she lost sight of 
this—that in studying man as an animal, allowance 
must be made for the fact that there are specimens 
so depraved as to lie shamefully and maliciously So 
it happened that when she received from some of 
her newly-found correspondents letters that were 
full of decoy and deceit, and, worse yet, well ‘salted 
with recitals of horrible tales that would open 
Elmina’s eyes with surprise, she, overlooking the 
vicious, lying propensities of man, and for the time 
having her attention concentrated upon his prone- 
ness to sexual vices, accepted these overdrawn ebul- 
litions of vile imaginings as actual facts, and no 
doubt passed them along to some one else in the 
circle to show the terrible results of natural propen- 
sities unnaturally repressed, and unguided by proper 
instruction. Some of us are in a position to know 
just about how unspeakably low down mankind may 
go in perversions of legitimate functions, but we also 
know what unmitigated liars and infernal scoundrels 
the tribe of Comstockian post-office detectivs are, 
and therefore we conclude (having also other indica- 
tions to determin our conclusion) that Elmina has 
been the victim of a foul conspiracy, in this way— 
that the conspirators hav provided her with letters 
which they hav afterward seduced her to send by 
mail to others in the conspiracy, or captured among 
her effects when making the final seizure at her 
home. The whole plot has been on a par with, but 
more dastardly than, that by which bunco-steerers 
in large cities ensnare green folks from the country. 
We cannot deny that Elmina has been too green, too 
confiding, too much enthused, perhaps, with one 
idea, but we do deny that she has offended even 
against the Comstock mail law under which she is to 
be tried, and this, granting the worst that could be 
said of what she has sent by mail. Several courts 
hav ruled that sealed letters are privileged communi- 
cations, and cannot be interfered with under this 
law. Other courts hav ruled the other way, but the 
Supreme Court has never ruled on this issue, and 
this case should be carried to that tribunal, if neces- 
sary, We imagin there would be few American citi- 
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zens who would favor any law making it possible for 
an officer to listen at a key-hole to private conversa- 
tion, and then walk in and arrest the persons for 


comparing notes, thoughts, or opinions on any sub- 


ject, using for this purpose any words they might 
choose; and why should it be any more justifiable to 
interfere with a private conference by mail where 
written letters must take the place of spoken words? 
The conspiracy against Elmina is doubtless but a 
part of the general conspiracy now manifest in vari- 
ous parts of this free-born country to gradually 
abridge the liberties of its people; to steal away 
their birthright to life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness in the manner constitutionally provided 
frr them by the Freethinking, far-seeing, and hard. 
fighting fathers of the country, and to leave instead 
a mess of pottage made up of “Christian morality ” 
compounded by hypocritical priests, soap-boilers, and 
sneaking bloodhounds. Now, if the Freethinkers 
will be far-seeing enough, they will at once become 
hard fighters, like their sires of '76, and repel the 
invaders. We say in the words of the Winsted Press 
that “it is the duty of every man who is a man to 
giv her support and sympathy, for her.cause is his 
cause and the cause of liberty everywhere,” and we 
now invite such support in the form of money sub- 
scriptions to the Elmina defense fund. She has ad- 
vised with us, and desires us to take charge of this 
matter in her behalf, and in the fight that is to come 
contributors to the fund hav from us and. from her 
the assurance that there will be no cringing, no dodg- 
ing of straight issues, no compromise of Liberal 
principles. We hope to make a square and success- 
ful fight for the protection and maintenance of indi- 
vidual rights, and to that end we will ever pray that 
Liberals will be liberal—which in the last analysis 
means, after all, alive to their own interests. Sub- 
scriptions may be sent to either of the undersigned. 
E. B. Foorr. Jr., secretary, 
120 Lexington ave!, New York. 
E. W. CHAMBERLAIN, treasurer, 
7 120 Broadway, New York. 
————————9—$—9———————— 
À Letter from Mr. Reynolds. 

Dear Trura Szrxrg: Rejoicing with my loved 
ones at my return to our happy home—from which I 
hav been absent since last December—I desire to re- 
turn my grateful thanks to each and every one of the 
kind friends whose sympathy and aid sustained me 
during the annoyance, worry, and expense attendant 
on my persecution by the bigots of New Jersey. 

To Col. R. G. Ingersoll, who, when I first: informed 
him of my arrest in Boonton, generously promised 
to defend me, no words can express my gratitude or 
that of my wife and children. Never was promis 
more royally kept. His grand effort in behalf of 
liberty of speech will for all time continue to do 
wondrously effectiv work for Liberalism. 

I am sure all the friends will heartily indorse the 
views of Dr. E. B. Foote in regard to the reimburs- 
ing of Colonel Ingersoll for the money expended, and 
I very highly appreciate the generous donation, by 
Dr. E. B. Foote and son, of the entire amount of the 
fine. But it is just like them—genuin Liberals— 
the study and happiness of their lives is the allevia- 
tion of human suffering and the promotion of liberty. 

To attempt to correct or contradict the many silly 
and malicious misrepresentations in some secular 
and many religious papers would be useless. But I 
do desire that all Liberals should know the facts. 
Even according to the Jersey law I was not guilty of 
blasphemy. There is no low, improper, or obscene 
word in my pamphlet, “Blasphemy and the Bible,” 
for the free distribution of which I was indicted. 
The pamphlet was written in self-defense, simply 
with the desire to prove that the Bible and those 
who insist that its every word is inspired of God 
were the real blasphemers ; that the Bible was not a 
safe moral guide, nor the best saints of the Old Tes- 
tament, indorsed by the New, persons whose example 
it was safe or creditable to follow. 

I did not, in my Tent at Boonton or elsewhere, 
ever use abusiv or blasphemous words, only in read- 
ing the Bible, always giving chapter and verse 
and carefully omitting the filthy and obscene words. 
The bitterly prejudiced bigot, Judge Childs, in his 
charge admitted: 

Blasphemy is only committed by uttering such things in 
a scoffing and railing manner out of a reproachful dis- 
position, as it were, in the speaker, rather than with any 
purpose of propagating his irreverent opinion. If he has 
merely asserted his disbelief in all the popular notions of 
Christianity, without attempting by impious and abusiv or 
blasphemous remarks to wound the feelings of the whole 
Christian community, he will not hav committed an offense 
of which the law can take notice. : 

It was because I did confine myself to the Bible 
and did not use any indecent language, but so fully 
and convincingly laid bare the facts, that Christians, 


realizing their inability to answer me or refute, my 


assertions, endeavored to imprison me. 

The pamphlet, “ Blasphemy and the Bible,” was 
simply a defense of my views and principles. The 
cartoon may or may not be in bad taste. I call 
attention to the fact that it was not referred to in 
the indictment under which I was tried. 

The edition of “Blasphemy and the Bible” is 


music soothe the savage breast. 
badge-pin was not there. 


beer. 
bellows. 


‘nated by the Editor. 
in question, as aforesaid, it is pervaded with error. 


357 


exhausted, but a new edition has just been issued by 
the Truth Seeker Company. They will mail a copy 
to any address on receipt of price, ten cents. 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 
North Parma, N. Y., May 28, 1887. 


te 
The Liberal Club. 
The regular reporter of the Liberal Club did not 


get there on the occasion of which this is an account. 
It isn’t necessary to say why he wasn’t there, but he 
takes this opportunity to repel the insinuation that 
it was for the reason stated in the anonymous report 
here appended. The manuscript reveals the hand- 
writing of a well-known lawyer, and reads like this : 


** A Jittle nonsense now and then 
Is relished by the wisest men. 


“Thus wrote good old Butler, and thus thought the 


Executiv Committee of the club when they arranged 
that on the last Friday in May they would ‘drop 
into poetry, and offer the members and audience a 
varied program. They certainly touched the right 
spot in the heart of the club, and their efforts were 
very successful. 
happy than the spirit of enjoyment that pervaded the 
audience. 
feuds were hastily tucked away out of sight. 


Nothing could be more bright and 


-All Thomas-hawks were buried, old-time 
Every- 
body seemed glad to see everybody else. Thus doth 
The man with the 
He probably preferred to 
get his music where he could hav a slight infusion of 
In his absence a new hand takes hold of the 
Mr. Wakeman was watching the growth of 
his cabbages fifty miles away. All regretted that 
the music could not exert its harmonious influences 
upon him. Mr. Sutherland and Herr Oppenheimer 
‘lay down together,’ metaphorically. Captain Clark 
could not stand it, and left early. The program con- 
sisted of zither solo by Professor Davide, songs by 
Miss Susie Russell and Mr. and Mrs. Schultze, and 
recitations by Miss Dixon—all of the highest order 
of merit, and all applauded by several encores. Mrs. 
Leonard acted as impressario, and to her energy the 
success of the evening’s entertainment was principally 
due. The effect of the entire musical program was 
greatly enhanced by the perfection of the fine Sohmer 
piano used on the occasion, and it probably was in- 
strumental, so to speak, in producing the marked 
harmony which prevailed. 

* The Jectures will be continued during the month 
of June. A New Hann.” 

There is no doubt that the foregoing report is ac- 
curate in its statement of facts, and probably the dis- 
tich by the Hon. Benj. F. Butler is correctly quoted ; 


but it is to be regretted that the reference to the 


man with the badge-pin was not omitted or elimi- 
So far as it relates to the date 


em 


J. L. ANDREW'S post-office address is Liberal, Mo. 


98-99 ————— 

Mrs. H. S. Laxe speaks at Bridgeport, Conn., June 5th, 
19th, and 26th; at Parkland Camp-meeting, Pa., June 12th ; 
at Onset Bay, July 28d and 24th; at Cassadaga Camp, Aug. 
17th, 19th, 21st, and 23d; at Norwich, Conn., the Sundays 
of October; at Berkley Hall, Boston, the Sundays of Decem- 
ber. Address, 123 West Concord street, Boston, Mass. 


—— — $9 —— ——— 

Tar “ Right Reverend " John A. Watterson, Roman Cath- 
olic bishop of Columbus, Ohio, has just completed a tour of 
the “holy land." The New York Jerald, in reporting his 
return, givs the objects of his journey. ‘‘He sought,” he 
says, ‘‘for the rents made in the rocks of Calvary at the 
time of the death of Christ, as recorded in the scriptures, 
and put his hand into some of these fissures. He carefully 
satisfied himself that what is now venerated as Mount Cal- 
vary—the authenticity of which has been denied by some— 
was outside the ancient walls, and is really the Golgotha of 
the Bible. He otherwise confirmed his faith by studious cx- 
aminations of the sacred spots. Bishop Watterson, in refer- 
ring to the objections sometimes made by non-Catholics to 
relics and objects of veneration, from the idea they hav that 
what purports to be the same thing is venerated in two to- 
tally different places, spoke of the column of the scourging, 
which is kept in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher in Jeru- 
salem, while there is another column, ignorantly called by 
some the column of the scourging, shown iu the Church of 
St. Praxides,in Rome. Thetwo things, the bishop declared, 
are totally different, both in shape and in material, and 
therefore cannot both be columns of the scourging. Theone 
in Rome, Bishop Watterson declared, is the column to which 
the savior was tied at the house of Caiaphas on the night of 
his passion. Many instances of this kind are to be met with 
in the Holy Land, owing to the schismatical Christians hav- 
ing set up objects and places for veneration to discredit 
those held sacred from time immemorial by Roman Catho- 
lics.” The bishop was very fortunate in his search, and is 
very successful in explaining apparent discrepancies in the 
histories of relics. His success is as notable as that of Con- 
stantine's mother, who always found any pious relic she 
sought, whether it was the city of Nazareth, or tle cross 
upon which Jesus suffered, or the tomb from which he arose. 
When she dreamed where anything was, it had to be there 
on time or trouble arose. If Constantine's mother and 
Bishop Watterson had been contemporaneous, they would 
no doubt hav discovered every article mentioned in the Bi- 
ble. But it is better, said Josh Billings, to not know so 
many things than to know so many things that are not 80, 
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UU Gammunications. 


Tales Told Out of School. 


.THE REY. DR. JONES'S REPORT CONTINUED.——AN ESTIMATE 
. OF INGERSOLL. 


. The committee, you will recollect, gave me instruc- 
tions.to inquire particularly as to the real influence 
which the speeches and writings of Colonel Ingersoll 
hav had in producing the paralysis of faith among 
the people, over which we all so deeply mourn, and 
for which we desire to find aremedy. I was per- 
sonally acquainted with this man’s father in days gone 

` by, and hav often wondered how by the law of inher- 
ited characteristics his son has become so errant from 
the footsteps of the flock. His case is a paradoxical 
one. There is not in the whole country a citizen so 
well known and so thoroughly popular as Ingersoll. 
The genial nature of the man, his undoubted hon- 
esty in his views of religion, his amazing eloquence, 
flavored as it is with the Attic salt of wit, and his 
sublime courage in attacking a system of religion 
which has strengthened by the growth of eighteen 
centuries, hav given him the highest place in the 
admiration of his countrymen. Notwithstanding all 
our devices to limit his hearing, and dull the edge of 
his weapons, he commands the largest audiences 
wherever he goes. Christians in full communion, as 
I know to be the case, will leave their own churches 
of a Sabbath night and giv any price to hear him, and, 
what is worse, will cheer to the echo, with the rest of 
the audience, the most savage thrusts he makes with 
his deadly rapier into the very bowels of our theol- 
ogy. Yet, with all this real popularity, I do not 
think he could be elected to any office in the gift of 
the people. If this judgment be correct, it reveals a 
most important yet paradoxical fact, to wit: that 
although the church in this country, when compared 
to the rest of the population, is in a small minority, 
she is so completely organized, possesses so much 
wealth, has such prestige by long and unquestioned 
occupancy of the ground, and such control of the 
public eye, ear, and conscience through her eighty 
thousand clergymen, who address their audiences 
twice every Sabbath, and sometimes during the week, 
that the politicians would not dare to set up a can- 
didate for high office who is known to be opposed to 
the church and her religion. Each denomination is 
an affiliated association, and if they all combined to- 
gether, and had a password, as they would hay in an 
emergency, they could defeat any aspirant for polit- 
ical office. To this wonderful control of the public 
sentiment I attribute two facts—first, the deference 
which all the railroad directors feel it their policy to 
pay to the clergy as such in furnishing the whole of 
the eighty odd thousand of us half-fare tickets, which 
of course abates the stockholders’ dividends to the 
amount of many thousand dollars a year. Free 
passes are given to judges, legislators, and politicians 
of influence, because in their lines they can help the 
railroads. But clergymen hav no such influence, and 
the favor granted to them springs from the reverence 
felt for their high character as embassadors of Jesus 
Christ, and the servants of God and his church. 
The second fact is that, with all the grumbling we 
hear from the Philistines, in no state legislature or 
national Congress has anyone been bold enough to 


propose thé taxation of church property. To the. 


Infidel and worldly taxpayer, who cannot appreciate 
divine things, it seqms fair that as such property is 
protected by the state, and in case of its destruction 
by a mob the church corporation owning it can re- 
cover damages from the public treasury to the full 


amount of its value, the church people, like other: 


citizens, should pay taxes on their property. But 
we are beleaguered by a powerful enemy, and cannot 
afford to be overmuch scrupulous in the matter of 
dollars and cents, and must therefore hold on to the 
ground we hav so long occupied at all hazards. We 
‘must stand by the old claim that the church is the 
‘authoritativ voice of God to society, as the New York 
Christians hav done in bringing about the enactment 
of their Sabbath laws. These devoted and heroic 
men, with Brother Jesup at their head, hav still 
succeeded in closing the museums of art and natural 
history against the public on the Lord’s day. The 
anti-Sabbatarians of that city are in an overwhelming 
majority, seven hundred thousand of them never 
going near the sanctuary of God atany time. More- 
over, they pay their share of the taxes out of which 
these public institutions are supported. Yet, such 
is their secret reverence for the church and her divine 
authority, that this vast army of opposition and indif- 
ferentism fall back into abeyance to her,as Dagon fell 
prostrate before the ark of the Lord when the men 
of Ashdod took that emblem of divinity into their 
idolatrous temple. Prestige is a great thing. It 
takes, by divine right, the power out of the hands of 
the majority, and givs it to the minority who are bet- 
ter than they, just as the prophet Samuel took the 
erown from off the head of King Saul, and placed it 
on the head of David, the son of Jesse the Beth- 
lehemite. 


As it would be suicide in the church to‘ 


this nation is a religious corporation, capable of wor- 
ship, and accountable to God for its laws and policy. 

Still, with all this prestige of orthodoxy and power 
in the land, we hav been unable to cripple the popu- 
larity and influence of Ingersoll. His works form a 
library of themselvs, and they are read everywhere. 
Were he a member of the church, or did he conceal 
his sentiments in regard to religion, as so many of 
the politicians do, he could hav any office or honor 
he wished. I went on two occasions to hear him, 
and to find out if I could the. secret of his power 
which has so appalled us. I noticed other ministers 
in the audience, whom I knew, and who, I suppose, 
came from the same motiv that ‘took me there, and 
they laughed as loudly as the rest when he held up 
to ridicule some of the most sacred doctrins of the 
Christian creed: I saw scores of intelligent and re- 
spectable looking people standing on their feet in a 
crowded room for two mortal hours and more listen- 
ing to this man. They would not stand ten minutés 
in such uncomfortable circumstances listening to Dr. 
Hall, Dr. Crosby, or any other orthodox minister. 
Many of our brethren who hav never seen or heard 
Ingersoll suppose it is his talent for ridicule and 
ribaldry that makes him popular, and that his 
audiences are made up of the low and ignorant 
classes who are regaled with such miserable diet. 
But there never was a greater mistake. We hav 
watched him with the eyes of a basilisk. We hav 
shadowed him in his outgoings and incomings, and, 
his enemies being judges, his life is absolutely stain- 
less. It would help us to neutralize his influence if 
we could prove that he was either drunken, licentious, 
or dishonest in his dealings ; but his character as a 
man seems to be without blemish. The mother of 
this Infidel Achilles, when he was born, must hav 
given him a second dip into the Styx, for neither of 
his heels is vulnerable to our arrows. There are 
mysteries in our religion—Joseph’s dream, for in- 
stance; the immaculate conception of Jesus; the 
parental relation mutually existing between Christ 
and the Holy Ghost in the constitution of the Holy 


Trinity ; the perpetual virginity of Mary, the mother. 


of Jesus, who had a family of children, which is the 
chief doctrin of the Catholic church ; all these, if 
Ingersoll’s taste ran in that line, what could he not 
do with them in the way of ridicule? He seems, 
however, to loathe all indelicate subjects as he would 
leprosy. He is one of the few witty men of the 
world who hav not forgotten that his mother, wife, 
sisters, and daughters are women; and that all ob- 
scene and indelicate language is an insult to them. 
In regard, therefore, to his taste and sexual morality, 
he is covered with a harness of mail which bids de- 
fiance to all our weapons. 

Ingersoll’s audiences are obviously composed of 
the most intelligent people, who would go to sleep in 
fifteen minutes under the soporific influence of the 
usual orthodox sermon on the Sabbath, but who 
never seem to grow weary in listening to him in his 
attacks upon the church and Bible. I think I am 
safe in saying that the eighteen hundred years of the 
church’s history has produced no enemy to Christian- 
ity to be at all compared in ability and success among 
the people to this man. Michael Servetus was con- 
demned to death at Geneva because he could not ac- 
cept as an article of faith the doctrin of the eternal 
sonship of Christ in the adorable godhead, alleging 
that it taught the absurdity of a child being as old as 
its father. What would the syndics of that city, in 
that age of faith and religious zeal, hav done with 
Ingersoll, who sweeps away every one of the doc- 
trins of the Bible, and denies the very existence of 
God himself? I remember when those who. read 
Paine's “ Age of Reason” did so stealthily, lest they 
would lose their reputation if the fact were known. 
To-day that book is orthodox and innocent of harm 
when compared to the writings and speeches of 
Ingersoll, and those of Spencer, Darwin, Huxley, and 
others, which lie for perusal and ornament on the 
center tables of our best families. Even Bishop 
Watson, Paine’s antagonist, had to express his ad- 
miration of those passages in the “Age of Reason” 
where the author dwells on the goodness of God, and 
professes his faith in the immortality of the soul. 
His argument for the existence of a God derived 
from motion we hav all-used in the pulpit from time 
immemorial. But the Agnostic books of our day, 
which ignore all that Paine taught on the subject, are 
for sale on the railroad cars and everywhere else, and 
a perusal of them seems to be as fatal to a man’s re- 
ligion as a dose of prussic acid would be to his life. 
The liberty of the press, run into the ground as it is, 
will not allow us to hav an index expurgatorius to 
which we can consign such writings and keep them 
out of the way of our people, but they are read and 
on sale everywhere: 

Ingersoll does not aim to mix the poison of his 
heretical works and words with sugar, as the Infidel 
writers of our popular magazines do. Boldly, like 
Mark Anthony at the funeral of Cesar, he speaks 
“right on,” the ideas flowing from his lips and pen like 
a delicious but deadly distillation, and woe be to him 
who takes'a draught of it, or even tastes it, for 


giv up this prestige, we must imitate the zeal of our | although he may not feel the effect immediately upon 
Covenanter brethren, and insist upon the claim that | his system, when the Sabbath comes, and he goes to 


chyrch, he finds that all the serious parts of the 
service pall upon his appetite,and reveal the fact 
that unbelief is knocking for admittance at the door 
of his heart. He smiles incredulously at the most 
sacred truths, and when a person can do this it is an 
infallible sign that he is already a pupil in the school 
of doubt, and unless rescued will soon graduate in 
the class of open Infidels. - l 

One thing that givs Ingersoll a mighty advantage . 
before the unconverted world, and even before the : 
half-Christian world, is the fact that, layman as he 
is, he marches up and down before the serried ranks 
of the Christian ministry, Catholie and Protestant, 
composing an array of officers, from generals down 
to corporals, eighty thousand strong, daring them to 
meet him in a combat on the evidences of Christian- 
ity, on which topicfthey are supposed to be perfectly 
at home But among us all there is not a single 
David with his sling and stone who has the courage 
to accept the challenge of this proud and self-con- 
fident Philistine, and the skill to bring him to the 
ground! In the name of heaven, are there no more : 
smooth stones in the brook? and no one in our ranks 
skilled enough to use the sling? I admit that out 
of the pulpit, and in a forensic debate, not many 
clergymen are fit to engage, as was shown in the de- 
bate,. many years ago between Dr. Breckenridge and 
Bishop Hughs at Philadelphia, and Dr. Berg and 
Joseph Barker in the same city. I could, however, giv 
the names of at least twenty men in our church alone 
all abundantly able to do execution upon this Go- 
liath of unbelief, who, like his illustrious predecessor, 
has despised and defied the armies of the living God 
so long; but not one of any note or competency ac- 
cepts the challenge! The effect is that numbers of 
our young men, baptized members of the church, ask 
why, if Ingersoll is doing so much harm by his lect- 
ures and writings, our able ministers who assume to 
be watchmen on the walls of Zion—commissioned 
and salaried defenders of the gospel, soldiers of the ` 
cross, panoplied from top to toe in the trath—do not 
meet and conquer him. I hav often been interro- 
gated after this fashion, and I admit I am at a loss 
to reply. They say it looks as though the clergy 
were conscious of having a bad case; and the pre- 
sumption, without argument, is that Ingersoll is 
much more than half right in his views. "They say 
their preachers are very brave in opening fire upon 
him from their pulpits, but they are always sure 
when they do so that he is a thousand miles away. 

In discussing the subject of Ingersoll’s influence 
for evil in this country, another alarming fact is that 
some of the most intelligent women in the church 
are beginning to giv way in their faith and zeal. 
Women in all ages hav been the mainstay of the 
church. The secret influence they exert upon their 
husbands and children is incalculable as a whole. If 
they should desert the churches, as the men do, the 
death-knell of religion would soon be heard sounding 
its melancholy tones all over the land. No wonder, 
then, that I noticed with astonishment and alarm, ` 
when I attended Ingersoll’s lectures, that the women 
in the audience were not only as numerous as the 
men, but appeared to be remarkably intelligent, and 
to belong to the higher classes of society, such as 
you would see in our most fashionable churches on 
the Sabbath. The case seems to be this: The young 
men read heretical books, argue on the subject with 
the young women, and set them to thinking; and 
then,.when Ingersoll or any other lecturer comes 
along, they take them to the lecture, which they must 
listen to in order to debate its merits afterward, and 
where their faith, if not shaken to pieces entirely, is 
undermined. In a religious family I visited, a 
remarkably interesting and intelligent young woman 
had received, as a present from her lover, who was a 
son of an eminent member of the church, a book 
called “Exeter Hall.” After reading it, as her 
mother told me, from having been regular in her 
attendance at church, and a teacher in the Sunday- 
school, she ceased going altogether, and the next 
thing was that she procured all Ingersoll’s works, 
and other publications of the kind, read them with 
intense satisfaction, and became, I fear, totally lost 
tothechurch. Her mother, hoping it might frighten 


‘her back to the church, read to her one day an ež- 


tract from a sermon of Brother Talmage, in which he - 
held up an Infidel woman to the loathing of his con- 
gregation. But, although she was a model of gen- 
tleness, she broke out like a volcano upon Talmage, 
saying that his utterances were as worthy of con- 
tempt as the braying of a donkey, and that he little 
knew what was going on in the minds of intelligent 
women nowadays in regard to the Christian religion. 
A Baptist clergyman has achieved an uncomfort- 
able notoriety by positivly declaring that Ingersoll 
does not really believe what he teaches, and only 
lectures against the church and Christianity in order 
to make money. But this ‘ web-footed Christian,” 
as Ingersoll facetiously calls him, is not a judicious 
defender of our imperiled faith, for his assertion, if it 
hav any truth in it at all, proves-more than we wish 
it to prove, namely, that the defection from religion 
is so general in society at large that thousands, in- 
cluding multitudes of professing Christians, not only 
flock to hear this arch-heretic open the fire of hig 
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logic and ridicule upon religion, but pay him well 
for the privilege. Sub rosa. 
TALMAGE 

is another of those blind guides to the people. Like 
his * web-footed" brother, he is as ignorant of the 
nature and extent of the present controversy with 
Infidelity as Lincoln was of the true proportion of 
ihe Rebellion in 1861, when, instead of enrolling an 
army of 500,000 men with half that number of re- 
serves, a8 the Antislavery men advised, he called out 
75,000 men, all raw and undisciplined in the art of 
war, expecting with such a force to suppress the re- 
bellion in sixty days! Talmage is a man of great 
resources, but his mind is like the wareroom of a 
thrifty country merchant, filled with all manner of 
things—bar iron, salt, butter, oil of vitriol, gun- 
powder, and scores of other articles of trade, all 
thrown together in promiscuous confusion—and his 
mouth the door of egress. Under Paul, the wise 
master-builder, Talmage may be building on the 
right foundation, but his superstructure, like that 
erected by his neighbor, Mr. Beecher, consists chiefly 
of * wood, hay, and stubble,” which the fires of the 
next generation will consume and leave behind a 
mournful desolation. The earnest and intelligent 
young people of the church who are becoming inter- 
ested in the burning questions of the day, despise 
Brother Talmage as incompetent to discuss them, 
and as a coward who skulks into his pulpit on the 
Sabbath, where he knows he can make any statement 


he pleases without the danger of being called to ac-. 


count on the spot, thus confirming the old charge 
that the Christian pulpit is a coward’s castle. From 
my intercourse with the Brooklyn brethren I think 
Dr. Talmage’s copresbyters set but a small value 
indeed on.his services as a defender of the faith. 


They do not believe that making hideous mouths, |: 


and throwing mud and filth ‘at the Infidels from the 
pulpit, is of any more force, or any more hopeful of 
results, than a bombardment of muskets would be 
against the fortress of Gibraltar. No, non tali aug- 
ilio, née defensoribus istis tempus eget. The cause 
of the church is not helped by the cry of no danger! 
There s danger, and he who would lull us into sieep 
and security is either a coward too chicken-hearted 
to fight, or a traitor who would lead us into ambush 
with our guns unloaded and our swords rusted in 
their scabbards. 

I will not gratify the accursed indifference and 
slothfulness of the church by detracting the Infidels, 
and lying about them, saying that they are bad peo- 
ple in their lives; that they do' not believe their own 
teachings; that they quarrel with the church solely 
because she is a constant rebuke to their immorali- 
ties; and that all the present opposition to religion 
will die with them. This is the short-sighted and 
unfair policy pursued in England and this country 
by Christians who forget the lesson which history 
teaches, that truth, although leaden-heeled and un- 
able to overtake and trample down a fleet-footed lie 
. in the short run, never fails to do so in the long run. 
Ingersoll is in dead earnest, and so are all those who 
are associated with him. So far as good morals are 
concerned, if the Infidels generally, and the lecturers 
partieularly, were not persons of irreproachable lives, 
the press of the country, with its sharp eyes and 
keen scent, would soon publish the fact, and giv the 
evidence, as it, does in the case of other transgressors. 
But these men brave unpopularity, accept poor pay 
for their services when they could make fortunes in 


other vocations, and devote themselvs to their work 


because, strange as it may appear to us, and horrible 
too, they believe religiously that the church now is, 
and always has been, a drawback to civilization; tbat 
her religion has no foundation in either fact or rea- 
' gon; and they are as sincere in their zeal to extirpate 
both as the old Crusaders were to deliver Jerusalem 
and the holy places from the dominion of the Sara- 
cens. And I fear that unless we arouse from our 
lethargy, and arm for the conflict, they will succeed. 


a 


The Bible and Evolution. 


Numerous as are the views which the human mind, 


is capable of forming in reference to the interpreta- 
tion of the Bible, two rational theories only can bə 
advanced in respect to the origin and purpose of the 
various fragmentary essays of which it is composed. 

Put into the briefest form, the first of these theo- 
ries is that the Bible is the very word of God, the 
infinit ruler of the universe, who, in order to reveal 
his will to mankind, and certain facts which, it is 
alleged, it was quite impossible for them to acquire 
of their own unaided efforts, in regard to their origin 
and destiny, employed certain wise men as his aman- 
uenses, and inspired them to record with unerring 
accuracy all that he considered necessary for human 
welfare in this world and for salvation in the next. 

The second theory is that the various essays which 
comprise the Bible were written at various periods 
by unknown authors, expressing their views on such 
difficult and diverse subjects as the origin of the 
world &nd man; his early history and development 
during barbaric ages; the laws by which he was gov- 
erned, and many other matters relating to the early 
stages of his career. 


Of these theories the former has been considerably 
shaken, if not proven entirely untenable, in recent 
years, not only by the critical labors of scholars, and 
the results of the researches of men of science, but 
by the fact that the alleged inspired record has been 
subjected to many searching revisions at the hands 
of the learned among the clergy themselvs. It is 
obvious that if this divine revelation left deity per- 
fect it was a revelation only to those who first had it; 
it lost-much of its perfection in translation, and those 
who believed in it during the long period previous to 
its revision believed in a revelation that was so im- 
perfect that thousands of alterations hav had 
to be made, and it is generally admitted that the 
record, even in its revised condition, still contains 
numerous errors.. But, taking it as a divinely- 
inspired production, there is.no denying the fact 
that it should be regarded as true in all its parts; 
for once to call in question, even in the smallest de- 
gree, any of its statements is unquestionably to display 
a spirit of skepticism, which, allied with the exercise 
of free thought, and pursued to its logical end, would 
land the inquirer in the position of the Rationalist, 
who accepts only such portions of it as appear to 
harmonize with reason, common sense, and humanity. 
Regarding the Bible, then, in the light of an inspired 
book, we find ourselvs compelled either to repudiate 
altogether the plainest teachings of modern science, 
or so to twist and distort the language of these an- 
cient writings, to make it harmonize with known 
facts, as to render its clearest statements absolutely 
worthless as a guide to its meaning. But regarded 


in the clear, shining light thrown upon the subject by 


the doctrin of evolution, or the gradual unfolding of 
natural phenomena, we find ourselvs in no such posi- 
tion of doubt and difficulty. 

No longer is it necessary to believe that God, less 
than six thousand years ago, by a mere fiat, created 
the universe, threw into infinit space the innumerable 
stars and suns, molded the earth into form, caused 
the grass to grow and trees to yield fruit, the waters 


to “bring forth moving creatures that hav life,” 


making the beasts of the field, and as a final effort 
producing man from the dust of the earth. When 
we regard these statements as the record of an an. 
cient and ignorant people, all our difficulties are 
overcome. Ándif we therefore apply ourselvs ration- 


ally to a study of the Bible, discarding altogether | 


the use of theological spectacles, we find in its ancient 
pages much that is useful and interesting to us as 
students of nature, and also much that assists us in 
understanding man’s physical, mental, and moral 
progress in the past. We find that, so far from the 
Bible containing a true record of the events it pro- 
fesses to narrate, a careful consideration of its pages 
shows that it is inaccurate in its professed science, 
wrong in its history, and bad in its morality. 

: In point of fact, it shows that the early guesses of 


man, under the circumstances undoubtedly the best 


possible and doubtless very useful when considered 
as mere hypotheses, were pregnant with all sorts of 
errors, which it has taken thousands of generations 
to correct. 

H.— BIBLE SCIENCE. 

The Bible statements and the results of the 
researches of men of science we hav found to be en- 
tirely at variance. And this was to be expected. The 
knowledge of the ancient Jews respecting the phe- 
nomena of nature was at best of the scantiest charac- 
ter; and it is only natural to suppose that the most 
learned among them could not attain to that degree 
of knowledge which was quite possible to people of 
more recent ages. 

Knowledge accumulates in the human mind as 
gradually as the shells of the little creatures at the 
bottom of the sea that build up our great chalk beds. 
And just as the geological deposits of one age differ 
from another, so does the knowledge of one age 
differ from that of the next. 

If it is true that all our faculties hav been strength- 
ened and developed by efforts and struggle, it is no 
less true that the highest faculty, the mind of man, 
is the last faculty that has been brought under culti- 
vation, and that in the course of its development 
from the rude savage up to the man of the highest 
intellectual capacity, it has undergone numerous 
transitions—many of which may be distinctly traced 
in -the religious books of various ancient peoples, 
and in a marked degree in the sacred writings of the 
Jews. 

It must be remembered that the Bible contains 
two creation stories, obviously written by different 
persons at different times, and each contradicting the 
other in the most positiv manner. The first says 
that God commenced proceedings by creating the 
heavens and the earth." 

Now, here it is obvious enough that the writer 
meant that God created the universe out of nothing; 
that at his word of command the “ matter and 
force,” or the something of which the heavens and 
the earth” were composed, were called into being. 

By a knowledge of chemistry, however, we now 
learn that matter and force are alike indestructible ; 
that not one atom of them can be destroyed ; that, 
manifold as are the changes through which it is pos- 
sible for them to pass, not a particle is ever lost, and 


that, being imperishable, it is rational to suppose 
that they never began to be. 

The writers of Genesis, knowing nothing of chem- 
istry, conceived that there was only one eternal 
being, viz., God, and that from him all other exist- 
ences emanated. 

Nor were they consistent in their surmises. Hav- 
ing predicated of their deity that he was infinit and 
eternal, they saw nothing contradictory in an infinit 
being producing something independent of himself. 
Yet it seems clear enough now that if deity created 
anything, it must hav been either out of himself or 
out of nothing. Butit could not hav been produced 
out of himself without limiting himself by so much 
as was used in the creation or manipulation of the 
“heavens and of the earth.” In such case the infinit 
deity. would be rendering himself finite in order to 
make a world, or we should hav the anomaly of an 
infinit God existing side by side with a finite “heaven 
and earth,” which is an absurdity. : 

‘Nor is it conceivable that deity could hav produced 
the “heavens and the earth” out of nothing, since 
the universe must hav been always occupied by the 
infinit deity, or else the infinit deity must hav existed 
somewhere when there was nowhere for him to exist. 

Or, the infinit being, being everywhere throughout 
all eternity, there was something occupying every 
point in space eternally, and therefore to talk of 
“nothing” would be to use language utterly devoid _ 
of meaning. Nothing, as meaning “ the absence of 
something,” could not exist in a universe filled by an 
infinit deity. 

But metaphysics was not the strong point of the 
writers of the Pentateuch. 

Having created the “heavens and the earth,” the 
Bible story tells us that God said, “Let there be 
light, and there was light." But the same writer 
goes on to state that deity did not make either the 
sun, moon, or stars until the fourth day. Light and 
darkness are spoken of as though they were entities, 
for it is said that God divided the light from the 
darkness. This was followed by the construction of 
a solid firmament to divide the waters above the 
firmament from the waters below, the waters below 
immediately gathering together and forming the 
seas and oceans, and leaving the other portion of the 
earth’s crust as “dry land.” Then grass grew. . 

Following this, as we hav already stated, God cre- 
ated on the fourth day the sun and moon, the one to 
rule the day, the other the night; ‘he made the 
-stars also." 

Out of the waters deity then produced fishes, 
fowls of the air, and great whales; and lastly the 
beasts of the field and man. ' 

In the second account God created the heavens 
and the earth ; from the earth a mist went up which 
watered the ground. 

Then God created’ man out of the dust of the 
earth. He afterward created the beasts and fowls of 
the air “out of the ground.” And lastly, having 
caused the first man, Adam, to hav a deep sleep, he 
extracted a rib from his side, out of which he manu- 
factured a woman. 

Now, if these accounts stood alone, if there were 
no other records relating to the creation of the uni- 
verse, or of the world and of all living creatures, it 
would be our duty to critically examin again and again 
all the extraordinary statements made in the opening 
chapters of Genesis. 

Thanks, however, to the labor of the students of 
the so-called sacred literature of the worid, no such 
task is now necessary. The Bible story of creation 
is only one of a large number of similar stories. 

We find from a study of the Zend-.Avesta that the 
Persian story of creation is in many respects like the 
story in the Bible, especially in reference to the 
alleged fall of man through eating of “forbidden 
fruit.” : 

Similar stories too may be found in Hindoo and 
Greek literature; but upon the face of them all there 
is the stamp of & common origin—in point of truth 
they are but the best guesses of an ignorant people 
impatientof gaining the truth. What modern science 
has to say upon these matters must be left for our 
next chapter to tell. AnrHUR B. Moss. 

— 

AN Austrian Roman Catholic paper says the pope favors 
the following conditions for a reconciliation with the Quiri- 
nai: 

vb The pope will advise the royal, archducal, and ducal fami- 
lies of Naples, T'uscany, and Modena to renounce all claims to sov- 
ereignty in favorof the holy see. (2) The pope will erown Humbert 
king, granting him and his Catholic descendants territory in Italy 
in fief. (3) The king will govern the whole kingdom, with full tem- 
poral rights, but will acknowledge the pope as suzerain and pledge 
himself to rule according to the dictates of the church. (4) The 
king will reside in Rome.. (5) Territory, including the Leonine City 
and part of the Tiber shore, will be allotted permanently to the 
pope witli absolute ruling and proprietary rights. (6) A special 
convention will be concluded fixing. the amount Italy shall pay to 
maintain the papal household." i 

If Italy enters into any such bargain as that, her govern- 
ment must be composed of idiots. What claim has the pope 
to a square inch of land that he doesn't buy? What right 
has the Italian government to giv him a lot of folks to rule 
unless they elect. bim? And why should Italy pay a cent 
toward supporting his seditious household? The pope's 
eternal cry for temporal power and wealth is the most 
offensiv of all his absurd claims, 
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Colonel IngersolPs Speech at Morristown. 


We are‘very sorry not to be able to fulfil the 
promis of last week to print Colonel Ingersoll’s 
speech before the Morristown jury that convicted 
Mr. Reynolds of blasphemy; but Mr. Ingersoll him- 
self intends to hav it printed in the near future, and 
prefers that it should not appear anywhere until then. 

The delay will be a great disappointment to the 
Liberals of the country, but we can assure them that 
the speech is worth waiting for. 

——— y a 
Disgusting. 

Disgusting, says Webster, the American standard 
authority on the meaning of words, is that which we 
dislike, or hav an aversion to, or repugnance for, or 
are displeased with’; that which offends our taste, or 
is “extremely unpleasant to the higher sensibilities 
of the soul.” The synonyms are aversion, distaste, 
dislike. These are easy words to say. Most folks 
hav a distaste for some things for which other people 
hav great fondness, and we are apt to dislike what- 
ever trenches upon our peculiar notions. Aversions, 
too, are natural, and we cannot help feeling them 
toward whatever displeases us. 

At the instance of Anthony Comstock the New 
York legislature has passed a bill amending a pre- 
vious statute against vicious literature which is now 
awaiting the governor’s signature, making it a crime 
punishable with heavy fine and many months impris- 
onment, to sell, lend, giv away, show, or hay in pos- 
session any ''disgusting" book, magazine, pamphlet, 
newspaper, story paper, writing paper, picture, draw- 
ing, or photograph. And anyone advertising, or 
causing to be advertised, any “disgusting” literature 
or works of art is subject to the same penalty. 

Now, let us see how this bill would work, if en- 
forced, say by Judge Childs of New Jersey, aided by 
a jury of jackasses who would do just what he 
ordered. The jury, bear in mind, hav nothing to do 
with the law, its wisdom or foolishness, and their 
duty is restricted to determining whether, “ beyond 
a reasonable doubt,” the law has been violated. 

We bought, the other day, on the way to our 
office, a copy of the New York Times. Generally 
speaking, the Zimes is a good paper—givs us the 
news, with sensible comments thereon, and its 
reporting is tolerably accurate. But the Times isa 
mugwump organ, and believes in property qualifica- 
tion for voters, a government by the aristocracy, 
and much other un-American nonsense. The argu- 
ments for these schemes we dislike exceedingly. 
They are distasteful, and our aversion to the Times 
because of them is such that we throw the paper into 
the waste-basket, exclaiming, “Disgusting!” Now, 
if we could get District Attorney Martine to giv us a 


warrant (and being a Democrat, perhaps he would) |. 


for the editor, and we could find twelve jurymen who 
agreed with us, the editor of the Times would hav 
to go to jail. A 

Again, pick up a New York Sun, It isa good 
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newspaper—on the whole, the ablest of the dailies. 


But the editor has the habit, very disgusting tọ us, 
of catering to a Roman Catholic patronage. 
abuses individuals who oppose him, in a manner that 
we dislike. By the terms of this law, therefore, if 
we could get upon a jury and find eleven other men 
holding our views, Mr. Dana would be found guilty 
of circulating disgusting literature, and fined or 
imprisoned. . 

The daily papers, however, are not the only ones 
reached by this law. The Christian Advocate prints 


columns of religious slush that must disgust every 
person of common sense into whose hands the publi- 
So do the Christian at Work, the 
Churchman, the Independent, and other Protestant 
As for the Roman Catholic papers, their 


cation may fall. 


organs. 
columns are crowded with superstitious twaddle 
which can be believed only by the most ignorant. 
Nine Protestant juries out of every ten would unan- 
imously declare the miraculous legends of Catholi- 
cism to be disgusting beyond decency. 

In art, particularly, the religious folks would be 
endangered by this law with a Benedict or a Childs 
to enforce it. Who can look upon a painted crucifix, 
see the expression of agony upon Christ’s face, the 
blood running from hands and feet and side, without 
feeling an aversion for such representations? An 
aversion, remember, constitutes disgust, and disgust 
at a work of art makes the possessor of the work sub- 
ject to the law. 

But our Christian friends, and the editors of the 


| dailies, are not afraid of the possible consequences 


of this statute, passed in the last hours of the most 
dishonest legislature New York has had since 
Tweed’s time. Certainly not. The law was not 
amended for their benefit, but to catch their oppo- 
nents. Powerful corporations and churches will be 
let alone, as heretofore ; the weak and unpopular will 
be made to feel the vengeance of the Vice Society, 
providing its agent can find a pliant district attorney 
to do his bidding. All literature opposed to Chris- 
tianity is held in aversion and disgust by Christians, 
and all reform books and pamphlets are disgusting 
to the aristocratic conservativs of society. Of course 
the Infidels and social reformers are disgusted with 
the senseless abuse heaped upon them by the church 
and the conservativs, but they hav no power, and can 
not prosecute if they would. 

But it remains to be seen, if Governor Hill signs 
this bill, whether the Infidels and reformers will. be 
allowed to liv in peace and disseminate their opinions. 

-e 
Blind Leaders. 


The trial and conviction of Mr. Reynolds hav 
called forth an immense amount of approving com- 
ment and disapproving criticism. The secular papers 
are about evenly divided in sentiment; the religious 
papers dislike to acknowledge the persecution, but 
their satisfaction with the conviction is apparent. 
They nearly all take the ground that freedom of 
speech is essential, but that the Infidels should not 
be allowed to hurt Christian feelings. This is 
a Christian country, they claim, and their religion 
must be respected. They stand upon about the 
same ground as the idiotically pompous crier of the 
Morristown court, which is that any one who speaks 
disrespectfully of * Gaud " and * our savior” deserves 
imprisonment. 

The Christian Advocate, which speaks for the 
Methodists, is glad that “the charge of the judge 
was a systematic and thorough reply to every point 
made by Colonel Ingersoll,” but the learned editor 
fails to show what business the judge had to “reply” 
to an advocate and argue for conviction. The con- 
clusion arrived at by the Advocate is, that * it is not 
wise to enforce these laws for every case, but, as the 
New York Z7'mes observes, ‘it is well that there 
should be some means of suppressing a noisy and 
offensiv blackguard like Reynolds, and whether he be 
suppressed as a blasphemer or merely as a plain 
blackguard is a matter of very minor consequences.’ " 
To which we should like to add that the real black- 
guard is not he who expresses his honest sentiments, 
but the man who vilifies another of whom he knows 
absolutely nothing, and the religious editor who 
indorses the vilification. 

The Independent makes even less attempt to con- 
ceal its satisfaction with the blasphemy laws and this 
conviction thereunder. Our Congregationalist con- 
temporary would enforce the law continually, and 
“ trusts that the time will never come when men in 


He also: 


this country will, with impunity, be permitted to 
blackguard the generally accepted religion of the 
people.” How the Independent's desires are to. be 
carried out in Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, California, 
Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Iowa, 
Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Minnesota, Mississippi, 
Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, 
New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, South 
Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Virginia, Washing- 
ton Territory, West Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyo- 
ming, whose statute books are unsullied by blas- 
phemy laws, it fails to state. The “ general sensibil- 
ities of the [Christian] community” are in these 
states and territories at the mercy of men who hav 
been Christian ministers, and subsequently became 
Infidels and “vulgar blackguards,” as the Zndepend- | 
ent styles Mr. Reynolds, with no ground but relig- 
ious prejudice, for it confesses that his pamphlet has 
never been seen in that office. Our contemporary’s 
“settled doctrin in this country” that men are obliged 
by law to speak of religion “in a manner that is 
decent and not offensiv” is a very unsettled doctrin 
in all the states and territories mentioned. The 
Independent, in its chuckling comments, shows at 
once its ignorance and its impudence. 

Another weekly journal published in this city, 
which has attained its large circulation by printing 
“racy” articles, expounds the law in this ludicrously 
ignorant manner: , 

** Colonel Ingersoll has need to study the Federal Consti- 
tution. On the trial of ex-Preacher Reynolds for blasphemy 
at Morristown, New Jersey, he claims that the prohibitcry 
act of the legislature was in violation of the Constitution of 
the United States, which declares that ‘ the liberty of speech 
shall not be abridged.’ Now, Congress is expressly prohib- 
ited in the first article of the amended Constitution from 
doing that which New Jersey, as a sovereign. state, can do. ` 
Here is the article in full: 


“* Congress shall make no law respecting the establishment o 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech or the press; or the right of the people peace- 
ably to assemble and petition for a redress of grievances,’ 


** Congress is forbidden to do any of those things; but the 
article has no application to the several states, whose people 
can at will punish a blasphemer and go further. Mr. Inger- 
soll is a centralist, and a ceniralist rarely studies the instru- 
ment which makes war on centralism.” : 

Leaving aside the'fact that Colonel Ingersoll’s 
claim was that the law violates New Jersey's con&ti- 
tution, it is sufficient answer to this legal fool to 
quote the second paragraph of Article VI. of the 
United States Constitution : 

“ This Constitution shall be the supreme law of 
the land; and the judges in every state shall be bound 
thereby, anything in the constitution or laws of any state to 
the contrary notwithstanding." 

The papers out of the city are more inclined to 
condemn the court. Though they throw a sop to 
their religious readers by saying “ Reynolds went too 
far,” it is plain that if they dared the editors would 
read the religious bigots of Morristown a wholesome. 
lesson. Liberal sentiment is evidently growing, and 
this prosecution will undoubtedly giv it a vigorous 
push ahead. Colonel Ingersoll said it would giv Mr. 
Reynolds a congregation of fifty millions. And it 
certainly has given the widest publicity to Colonel 
Ingersol's own speech, and that speech, says an 
Albany journal, “ so far as harm is concerned, in the 
definition religion would giv, is much more effectiv.” 
On the whole, therefore, religion has gained nothing 
and lost much by this prosecution. 

But it is pitiable to see the lack of comprehension 
of the principle involved on the part of the press. 
A number of them crack jokes upon the affair, advis- 
ing Mr. Reynolds to stick to village street-corner 
oratory, and eschew pamphlets hereafter; but there 
is no indication that they comprehend what the fight 
was about. We do not expect a Christian to be con- 
sistent in advocating free speech. Christians hav 
always persecuted when they had the power, and 
we presume they always will, no matter what variety 
they belong to. Their arrogance is boundless. 
Natural individual rights to them means only their 
own right to their faith, and their right to persecute 
others holding different faiths. But the secular 
editors might be supposed to understand American 
principles, and to be willing to champion them. It 
may be, however, that the branches of the upas-tree 
of religion cover them, too, and darken their under- 
standing. At any rate, the stuff the most of them 
hav written about this case would. disgrace a boy who 
had studied for even one month the distinctiv prin- 
ciples upon which this republic is supposed to 
stand. 
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A Dynamiter, a Socialist, and a Catholic. 

-Terence V. Powderly, the General Master Work- 
man of the Knights of Labor, should answer the 

` questions asked by the Labor Enquirer of Denver. 
Especially is the public interested in hearing trath- 
ful answers to these inquiries : 

** Why, sir, did you not publicly denounce the explosion 
of dynamite which occurred in that strike on the steamer of 
the Old Dominion line ? : : 

“ Did you not salute with uplifted hat the red flags carried 


inthe great procession of the Central Labor Union of New 
York; September, 1882 ? 


“ Were you not a member of the Socialistic Labor party 
and did you not hold a red card of membership therein? ; 

* Do you approve of the church persecution of Dr. Mc- 
Glynn? If not, why has not your voice been raised in 
protest ? 

* Did you say that'the Knights of Labor shall be sub- 
ordinate to no other organization on earth ?” 

“ Did you not swear to keep secret the secret work of the 
K. of L.? : 

“ Did you not reveal to Cardinal Gibbons the whole of the 

secret work, and, furthermore, say to the Catholic church 
that if there was in the order anything which it desired 
altered or changed it should be done ? 
: “Tf you answer yea, then I shall not ask you, is it not a 
fact that you attend mass sometimes as often as three times a 
day ; that you freely confess (even the secrets of the order) 
to the Catholic priesthood, and that you are pledged to them 
to bend this order as they may wish or to break it ?” 

Mr. Powderly has posed before the world lately as 
an opponent of Anarchy, and the reason why he 
passivly countenanced the use of dynamite in the 
Knights of Labor strike against the steamship com- 
pany mentioned would be instructiv. He has also 
denounced Socialism vigorously, but why did he in 
the past salute its flag and suffer himself to be a 

` member of the Socialistic party ? 

That he has practically sold the order out to the 
Roman Catholic church, we hav known for some 
time, and said so more than once. 

So aig fg ad 
A Warning. 

We would warn those Christians who, like Mr. 
Hamilton, of Ukiah, Cal, take lighted lamps in their 
hands with which to kill the Freethought lecturers, 
that it is not a safe practice. Besides the danger of 
setting buildings on fire, which would lead to their 
incarceration, they run a risk of getting thrashed. 
Although the most gentle gentleman, Mr. Putnam is 
physically well able to defend himself, and never 
runs. Had Mr. Hamilton approached within reach 
of his arm instead of running from the room, it is 
more than likely that a doctor would hav found em- 
ployment about the Christian's head. 

The other lecturers, also, are men whom it is not 
safe for the average Christian to attack. Together 
and separately Mr. Reynolds and Mr. Remsburg hay 
faced furious mobs, and got away safely. In years. 
agone Mr. Washburn has been the terror of gamblers 
at the county fairs of his neighborhood, and threats 
that he would be shot caused him no loss of sleep. 
He is still in good physica! condition. Mr. Watts 
carries with him some two hundred pounds of bone 
and muscle, and like most Englishmen knows how to 
defend himself by the manly art. Mr. Underwood, 
though possessing some moral qualities that we do 
not like, has physical qualities which excite admira- 
tion. Mobs hav no terrors for him. Dr. York and 
Mr. Jamieson belong to the wild West, and it never 
has been safe to tread upon a Westerner’s coat-tail. 

None of these men believes in turning the other 
cheek when smitten upon one, and we caution the 

‘defenders of Christ against imitating the militant 
Mr. Hamilton, of Ukiah, Cal. 
ee 8 
Cheap Villainy, but Dear Heresy. 

It costs more in some states of this land of the 
free to bring reproach upon the Bible than it does in 
others to outrage girls. The Grand Rapids, Mich., 
Herald of the 24th instant has this item of Sunday- 


school news: 

“ Sylvester Patterson, the Sunday-school teacher of Can- 
nonsburg, was brought before Justice Walsh yesterday, to 
be sentenced for committing a criminal assault upon Eva 
-Morton, a little girl aged fourteen. The judge had intended 
imposing a fine of $15 and costs, but upon the presentation 
of a petition signed by about sixty prominent citizens of 
Cannonsburg, asking for mercy for Patterson, he decided 
that he would be sutticiently punished by paying the costs of 
the case, which amounted to $28.13. The petition was 
started at the meeting of the Sunday-school in which he was 
a teacher on Sunday, and although the evidence was against 
him, he will be taken back into the fold, and given another 
chance.” 

Twenty-eight dollars and thirteen cents for out- 


raging a girl and seventy-five dollars for making | 


fun of the Bible! It’s a great thing to be a Sunday- 
school teacher, and a Christian, and the United 
States are certainly under Christian rule. 


Dr. E. B. Foote to the Liberals. 


The following letter from Dr. Foote, of this city, 
to Mr. Reynolds, has been forwarded us for publica- 
tion. Certainly Colonel Ingersoll should not be 
allowed to pay costs and fine as well as giv his splen- 
did services, and we suspect it will be only necessary 
to mention the subject to raise the amount at once. 
The trial has cost Mr. Reynolds a good deal of 
trouble, money, and anxiety, and Dr. Foote’s sugges- 
tion as to a possible surplus is an excellent one. Mr. 
Reynolds’s address is Box 104, North Parma, Mon- 
roe county, N. Y. These are Dr. Foote's views: 


“ New Yonk, May 21, 1887. 

“Mr. C. B. Reynotps, Dear Sir: Now that the fog 
which hung over Morristown has cleared away so that we 
can take a calm survey of the field, I congratulate you on 
the result of your trial. In view of Ingersoll’s masterly de- 
fense, it is quite true that you should hav been acquitted ; 
but if the jurors were turtles and the judge a donkey, you 
may thank Colonel Ingersoll’s eloquence for saving you from 
the penitentiary. You hav your freedom, and all the dis. 
grace growing out of the prosecution—more properly, perse- 
cution—attaches to the commonwealth of New Jersey. 

“ And now let your friends chip in and pay the expenses. 
Colonel Ingersoll made a liberal contribution to your cause 
when he volunteered to defend you. Not only you and 
your cause hav.been nobly served, but the world has been 
educated. Your words in the Boonton tent reached only a 
few hundred cars, while the magic utterances of Colonel 
Ingersoll are laid by the newspaper press before millions of 
eyes. Dr. Foote, Jr., and I will pay the fine ($25), and we 
feel sure others will come forward to cancel the expenses of 
the trial, so that Mr. Ingersoll’s great liberality shall not be 
shamefully taxed, for it would certainly be a shame for him 
to foot the expenses of the trial in addition to giving his val- 
uable services. , 

“The Reynolds Defense Fund should be materially 
swelled, and any surplus after paying the expenses of the 
trial could be well.used in promoting your work in the lect- 
ure field under cover of your historical tent. 

** After you shall hav been fitted out for your summer's 
work, the Liberals ought to giv their attention next to Aunt 
Elmina. A fund should be raised for her defense. The 
National Defense Association stand ready to receive all mon- 
eys for the defense of those who are attacked, and to appro- 
priate such Contributions in the way requested by the donor. 
E. W. Chamberlain, Esq., 120 Broadway, is the treasurer. 


** Yours truly, E. B. Foork." 
———— —9-8-9—— —————— 


The Sunday Law. 

“The present attempt of the mayor and excise com- 
missioners to enforce the Sunday law as it relates to 
the selling of liquor has had one good result. It has 
shown that none but a few fanatics countenance its 
practical enforcement. This law as it stands upon 
the statute books of the various states is merely a 
testimonial to our national hypocrisy. Those who 
would vote for it would break it if they felt inclined 
that way, and would consider themselvs none the 
worse for so doing. 

This law belongs with a dozen other ethical beliefs 
which Christians profess to hold, and which they do 
hold up to the point of practicing them. Every 
Christian, if he knows what his religion involves, be- 
lieves “that the blessed are the poor and humble, 
and those who are ill-used in this world ; that it is 
easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle 
than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven ; 
that he should judge not lest he be judged ; that he 
should not swear at all; that he should love his 
neighbor as himself; that if one take his cloak, he 
should giv him his coat also ; that he should take no 
thought for the morrow ; that, if he would be per- 
fect, he should sell all he has and giv it to the poor.” 
What is this professed belief but hypocrisy, pure and 
simple? 

So with the Sunday liquor law. The virtuous 
Christian has stood behind this law with voice and 
vote just so long as no attempt has been made to 
enforce it. But when this attempt is made, a howl 
comes from every quarter about the infringement of 
personal liberty, and not the law but its executors 
are held responsible for the outrage. This time the 
Christian ox is gored. But do these religious wine- 
bibbers want the law repealed? Perish the thought, 
and perish him who suggests it. They wish its en- 
forcement to be just lax enough to giv them the 
modicum of liberty they exercise, and yet strict 
enough to punish those who exercise more. With 
this end in view, all manner of ridiculous recommen- 
dations hav been made and bills introduced into the 
legislature. The good Mr. Hewitt would hav certain 


reputable places specially licensed to sell beer and | 


wines Sunday afternoons. This is an. implication 
that without some such restriction the citizen would 
not keep sober during chureh service in the fore part 
of theday. Assemblyman Crosby would allow hotels 
to serve wine with meals; under which provision 
those who do not drink wine might go thirsty. Then 
we hav had Messrs. Giegerich and Daly with other 
special bills, none of which goes to the root of the 
matter. 

The only sensible solution of the question is to 
remove all Sunday laws except such as provide for 
making it a secular day of rest. The liquor question 
should be considered separately. 

~~ S 
Editorial Notes. 


Here is a sentence from Unity, a Unitarian journal pub- 
lished in Chicago, that we commend to everybody, and con- 
servativ opportunists in particular: ** The right of anything 
takes care of the end of it." Burn that into your brain, and 
you hav & measure for all thought and action. 


Mr. Cuartes Watts has our hearty thanks for his defense 
of the dead founder of Tue TRUTH SEEKER from the slanders 
of aman of God in Toronto. The, Rev. Mr. Johnson is a 
minister of the jackal sort, and delights in tearing open 
graves; but Thomas Paine and D. M. Bennett cannot be 
hurt by him. 


"Is Barnum really wants to procure a curiosity which 
shall overtop all others,” says T'he Earth, ‘‘ he should sccure 
the services of a millionaire who did not begin life barefooted 
and without a cent.” We fancy the great showman will hav 
difficulty in finding a man who did not begin life barefooted, 
unless the great modesty of Comstock compelled him to 
enter the world with shoes on. 


Tur Christian Advocate (Nashville) says: ‘‘ You can't 
teach religion either in a church or a school without teaching 
dogma. All pretenses to the contrary are delusiv." We 
commend this plain statement to those people who think 
that the Bible can be read in the schools without a sectarian 
bias. That the Bible, as a collection of books, exists, is all 
that we positivly know about the Christian salvation scheme. 
All else connected with Christianity (except its secular his- 
tory) is taught as a dogma to be believed, not as a theory to 


be investigated. 


Tur Christian papers, especially the Roman Catholic 
organs, hav been making much of a story that Garibaldi’s 
son has been converted to the religion his famous father 
despised, and has suffered baptism. The Turin correspond- 
ent of the Paris Figaro recently sent to his paper the follow- 
ing account of a visit to Garibaldi’s widow and her positiv 
denial of the canard: ‘‘The family of Garibaldi livs in a 
quiet street in Turin. Donna Francesca, a middle-aged wo- 
man, received the correspondent of the Figaro in her little 
drawing-room, the walls of which are covered with scarves, 
flags, medals, and photographs of monuments which hav 
been erected in Italy to the memory of her husband. On the 
table stands & boot of patent leather, the present of Gari- 
baldi's bootmaker, in which the proportions of the well. 
shaped foot are plainly seen. As to the baptism of her son 
Manlio, Donna Francesca indignantly declares that the whole 
story is an invention. ‘My son,’ she says, ‘is thirteen years 
old, and has been studying at the Collége International for 
several years. The director has compelled him, against my 
will, to take part in the religious ceremonies, and, fearing 
that my interference might cause unpleasantness to my son, 
I hav told him to do as the others do, and to go to mass as 
he goes to the theater. I hav been asked several times to let 
him be baptized, but I hav always refused, for, like my hus- 
band, I detest priests and religion. I only believe in a su- 
preme being, and I hav only one altar, which you see." " 


Exorpr that Christian courts are known to be ludicrously 
idiotic in adherence to forms, we should hav difficulty in be- 
lieving that the following from the National Reformer is an 
account of & real court scene: ‘‘ The other day an action was 
heard at the Liskeard County Court for breach of horse war- 
ranty brought by Mr. Henry Wardroper, of Lady well Park, 
&gainst & local farmer. Mr. Wardroper having given his 
evidence, the defendant's solicitor, Mr. Borlaise Childs, be- 
fore cross-examining him, asked whetherin being sworn he 
kissed the gospel or his thumb. Plaintiff; ‘I kissed my 
thumb.' Mr. Childs: * Why did you do that?' Plaintiff : 
* Because it is a version to which Iam not accustomed.’ His 
honor (Mr. Underhay, deputy judge): ‘But you ought to 
hav raised the objection before. Your evidence thus far is 
worthless. Plaintiff: *I only object to the version. Mr. 
Childs: ‘I believe you are a Roman Catholic, and you didn’t 
kiss the gospel. You kissed your thumb ? Plaintiff : ‘Yes. 
His honor: ‘ Then he has not been sworn at all.’ Mr. Pres- 
ton Wallis (plaintiff's solicitor) said it was a pity Mr. Childs 
did not call attention to this before. Mr. Childs said he had 
only just been told of it. He had seen ignorant men do that 
kind of thing with the intention of telling & lie and saving 
their conscience, though he did not suggest that was the case 
in this instance. His honor suggested that Mr. Wardroper 
should take an oath on a version he would acknowledge, and 
then hav his evidence read over to him, and he asked 
whether he held to it as correct. A Douay Bible was ac- 
cordingly sent for, and Mr. Wardroper having taken his oath 
upon that the case proceeded. In giving judgment his honor 
strongly reprobated the conduct of Mr. Wardroper in kissing 
his thumb instead of the book, and declined to place any re- 
liance upon his evidence of the warranty and nonsuited him.” 
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Letters fran dfriends. | 


Liwcors, ILL., May 19, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed you will find draft for a man who 
wants the illustrations, in place of the brother who quit when 
his bigoted ' friends took exception to the bugs on Noah’s 
dish. My friend’s stomach is not easily upset by reading 
about the ark, its victuals, etc. Why don’t our qualmy 
‘friend read about Rab-shakeh in 2 Kings if he loves ‘ scrip- 
ter?" Tid-bits are plenty, and humbugs abound therein. Why 
not illustrate the facts as believed to hav occurred? Let the 
pencil go on! "There is nothing more ridiculous than the 

old stuff called the ** word." My respects to JohnPeck. 
Yours truly, Joan BusaxL. 


ABILENE, Kan., May 16, 1887. 

Mr. EDITOR : Inclosed find $1.50 subscription to your 
paper for six months. I like Tue Troru SEEKER and can't 
do without it, but so much about Bruno, and Servetus, and 
the stinking past of the church makes me tired. Life is too 
short to squander in even discussing the old church nonsense. 
Let us teach them something better, broader, grander, 
holier, by a pure living and growing faith in this life. 

I like your comments on Mrs. Slenker. One might as well 
run naked through the streets to show the human form di- 
vine as to exhibit our beautiful English in its Five Points 
nastiness. I’m sorry for the old lady, but she is ** luny” on 
the subject of heredity. 

_I ama great admirer of Colonel Ingersoll, studied law in 
his office when a young man, and keep his picture hanging 
always in sight. 7 A. G. ELLSWORTH. 


Diana, Tex., May 14, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: The people of Texas are now excited over 
the question of Prohibition, and will vote upon it the fourth 
of August, which fact you no doubt are aware of. Every 
person should investigate this question, that he may be able 
to vote intelligently upon it. I feel that I, like a great many 
others, need information on it. I hav ordered the list of 
books inclosed, because I believe they will greatly assist me 
in tbis matter. 

The proposed amendment will prohibit the manufacture 
and sale of intoxicating liquors within the borders of the state, 
even prohibiting wine and beer. There are, however, four ex- 
ceptions—for medicinal, mechanical, sacramental, and sci- 
entific purposes. I do not favor the amendment, and think 
it will be a failure. i 

The Prohibitionists are circulating the report that Colonel 
Ingersoll is a strong Prohibitionist. I do not believe it. 
Please inform me of the truth of the matter, and also, your 
idea of Prohibition. Success to you and yours, and the 
cause you advocate. J. M. Woops. 

[Colonel Ingersoll is too firm a believer in personal liberty 
to be a Prohibitionist; and so is the Editor of Tue T&uTH 
SEEKER.—Eb. T. 8.] 


ALLEGHENY, Pa., May 18, 1887. 

Mr. Eviror: Will you, or some of your readers, giv a 
searcher after light some explanation on some scripture 
points? The first point to be explained is Hosea xii, 9. 
Does not this prove that the Jews got their God from Egypt? 
The next point is contained in Acts xxv, 11 and 21. The 
latter verse reads: ‘‘But Paul, appealing to be reserved to 
the hearing of Augustus, I commanded him to be kept 
till I might send him to Cesar”—/. e., Augustus Cæsar. 
Now, Augustus died a.p. 14, and Paul was born, according 
to the received chronology, in a.D. 5, and converted in A.D. 
97. Then, accordingiy, Paul would hav been nine years old 
when Augustus died, and as.he was not converted until he 
was thirty-two years old—well, I think there is & screw 
loose somewhere. 1t is true the Roman emperors did adopt 
the official title, ‘‘ Augustus," but it was certainly after 
Paul's time, as the Emperor Pertinax, when elected to the 
throne in a.D. 193, was '' saluted as Cæsar.” 

Isent the first of the above questions to the editor of the 
Christian at Work, but, with the true Christian spirit, he 
refused to even publish it. INFIDELIS. 


AXTELL, Kan., May 8, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: I hav delayed writing for a long time, not 
because I am less enthusiastic in our cause, nor that there 
was not plenty to say of interest, but I thought that others 
ought to be heard from. Liberalism in Kansas is aggressiv. 
For four months past ‘‘ Father" Hurley and M. H. Cone hav 
been conducting a debate: through the Axtell Anchor on 
“The relativ merits of Christian and Secular teaching in 
producing moral men." We hav shaken up the town com. 
pletely. We feel that Secularism was well defended, and 
Catholicism, the Bible, and Christian training were shown to 
be incentivs to crime. I do not think that any place has 
been so thoroughly shaken up as this. We keep the four 
hundred books and tracts out. We meet all their sophistries 
on the streets. We offer challenge after challenge to debate. 
We offer anyone that will read the very best works extant. 
The “ bell sheep” in the churches say that ‘ Liberal union 
is the worst thing that ever took place in our town." "They 

` hav quit calling us bad names, as they find that don't pay; 
we hav replies for such talk. They quit quoting the Bible 
at us, for they find we quote back what they don't like to 
hear. 

Tag Troru Seeker is indispensable with my family. I 
would rather giv a cow than see the paper go down. I am 
very sorry to see that our giant, T. B. Wakeman, has such 
feelings, but hope he will reconsider. 

I see mention of the arrest of Mrs: E. D. Slenker, ** our 

ewel.” How long are our best men and woman to be 
arrested and disgraced, and our own cherished opinions rid- 
iculed, and our cause retarded by such hellish work? I hav 
read Tug TaurR SEEKER most of the time since it started, 


send the money for another year's subscription. 
and hav been for a long time, taking a large number of 
papers and journals, and a year ago [ thought I would drop 
Tux Trura SEEKER for awhile, but your just and honorable 
position in regard to the Chicago Anarchists, together with 
the unjust criticisms of some of your subscribers, caused me 
to renew again at that time, and does now. 
interested in Tug TRUTH SEEKER by the outrages upon Mr. 
Bennett ; 
and your effort for truth and right, but my knowledge, not 
belief, compels me to be a Spiritualist, hence Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER would be read second. Yet you are very fair in your 
treatment of Spiritualists. 
Iam an Anarchist. 
of the orders, but I followed the testimony of the Chicago 
trial of those men, and felt that it was one among the many 
great outrages committed in our age and time. 
will continue firm for the right as you see it, and not be in- 
timidated by fault-finders, 


scription to Tug "TnuTH SEEKER for another year. 

see how l am going to get along without the paper. 
the best paper that I hav found yet, and I shall continue to 
pày for it, as every subscriber should, and as every man will. 
St. Johnsbury is afflicted just now with the Salvation Army, 
which makes more hellish noise for heaven than all the 
hoodlums in town. 
Advents and Methodists, and I suppose that accounts for 
some of the noise they make. 
what they called conference the week that Héston made the 
picture of the Methodist conference in Taz TaurH SEEKER, 
Didn't it fit? well, I should snicker ! 
some of my Methodist friends. 
mad, but I might hav been mistaken. 
thing to me, in this nineteenth century, to see enlightened 
people, so-called, follow in the footsteps of their savage and 
superstitious forefathers who established the most cruel and 
foolish religion ever followed by man. 


and all of her writings are of .the most lofty and cultured 
kind, and are the product of as pure a character as exists. 
Will some friend of humanity be kind enough to bury Com- 
stock and his laws alive in one grave, doing it quietly, as we 
don't need to make any noise about such an infamous 
wretch? I lived at Prospect Park, Ill., at the time of the 
Bennett trial, and did all I could for him, and will do still 
more for her if the opportunity comes. We must fight the 
same fight cver again, or we will all be slaves. The churches 
see that if they can hiss on the state to prosecute and perse- 


cute, they will in that way answer the arguments of Infidel- 
ity—and by adding lying—in the best way possible. 


I like 
your paper better and better. The Rev. Dr. Jones’s report is 


exceptionally good. The pictures and Children’s Corner 
teach the truth to the little folks and those that would not 
take time to read and think. - 


We are suffering for rain, and I tried to find some one in 


town yesterday who was on speaking terms with the fellow 
that runs the weather, but did not succeed. 


I just read a letter from Elmina, and will donate to her 


defense, and hope every one of your readers, and the readers 
of every other Liberal paper, will do the same. 


E. W. MINER. 


LzMoonz, May 8, 1887. 
Mr. Eprron:. While writing you on other business I will 
Iam now, 


Yours for liberty, 


I became first 


not that I do not enjoy and appreciate your paper 


Iwould not hav you think that 
I am not. Neither do I belong to any 


Hoping you 


I remain, 
Yours truly, Dr. L. L. Moore. 


Sr. Jonnspury, May 16, 1887. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $8 to renew my sub- 
.I don't 


They are the especial favorits of the 


The Methodists were holding 


Ishowed the paper to 
They acted as if they were 
It is the strangest 


I can’t see why they 
do it, but they do, and pay well for it, too. 
JOHN BELKNAP. 


VERSAILLES, Mo., May 12, 1887. 
Mr. Epiror: I must say that I am an admirer of your 


most valuable paper, and do not see how I could get along 
without it, as I am in one of those benighted back-ground 
lccalities where the weeds grow thick and rank. How could 
it be otherwise so long as the people reject reason and com- 


mon sense, and try-to rest on a pillow filled with Baptist 
porcupines, Presbyterian vultures, Methodist hawks, Camp- 


bellite geese, sanctified ducks, and Catholic buzzards, and 


not one of them can get & comfortable nap on that pillow 
(the Bible) without being punctured and tormented by the 
hard, unyielding quills of the others? And if one of the un- 
regenerate happens along and telis them that their heaven 
and New Jerusalem is to be burnt up, and all ungodliness is 
to be burnt and destroyed, and there is to be no more pain, 


'Sickness, or death, then they are grieved again. 


Not long since, when in company with several Christians, 
an intelligent looking gentleman came up, and one of the 
brethren said, * Here is a college student, he can tell you 
about it.” Iasked him if his geology was in unison with the 
Bible story of creation, und he shocked the true believers by 
saying, ‘‘ Not by a damn sight.” J. B. Bowzmns. 


Du Bors, Pa., May 20, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: Is civilization retrograding? If not, what 
is the meaning of the great Bismarck yielding to the demands 
of the pope? What is the meaning of the preposterous de- 
mands of the pope that the king of Italy shall become his 
slave? What means the no less impudent demand on France 
that the scions of the church shall be exempt from military 
duty, and his grossly impudent demand on the Knights of 
Laborin Canada that they shall be ready at any moment to 
giv up their organization when he demands it? All these 


‘things go to show that the church is g4ining power in all 


countries where it has the chance of propagating its doctrins 
and superstition among the ignorant masses and through 
them working on the fears of the ruling tyrants, and in this 
country using demagogs to do his bidding by giving them 
the votes of their ignorant and superstitious followers, the 
priests forever working to place the church above the state 


It is. 


and not to be influenced by Pharisees and hypocrits. 


in all countries. What can be done to check the onward 
march of this head of all tyranny, while the Protestants them- 
selvs are ready to destroy anyone who fights superstition ? 
They cannot see that they are indirectly aiding in their’ own 
destruction by acquiescing in the exemption of church prop! 
erty from taxation. They are helping that church to attain 
a power in this country above the state that will work: their 
own destruction. J. D.. 


Paton Grove, Wis., May 10, 1887. . 

Mr. Eprron: I hav been reading about Mrs. Slenker's 
case, and I would add to your questions, What about hay- 
ing such & law in these United States that any and every 
person can be arrested for sending obscene matter through 
the mail? We got along one hundred years very well with- 
out such a law. Why can't we get along longer? I think. it 
is about time the Comstock law was repealed, for I. think 
that each head of a family can better protect his respectiv 
charges without the law. It seems to me a great burlesque’ 
to hav such a law.at the same time that we hav the ‘‘ holy 
Bible." It would be hard to find anything more obscene 
than that holy relic. 

And what about those limber-backs that dare not go on 
and continue to demand the repeal of the Comstock law? I 
hope it will get hold of some of them yet. Poor Mrs. 
Slenker! I presume she never wrote anything to anyone, 
against their consent. : 

It seems to me that all the law that we need in the matter: 
is this: If anyone should send to another without their con-: 
sent or demand, or at least against their commands, then the. 
individual should hav cause of action against the one send- 
ing. Freedom of the press and pen was the corner-stone of 
our republic, but we seem to be in a fair way of realizing the 
truth of Heston’s last picture. M. Y. B. H. 


Canton, O., May 20, 1887. 

Mz. Epiror: On last Sunday evening, in accordance with 
public notice given, Mr. Louis Schaefer, proprietor of the 
Opera House here, delivered a lecture before an audience of 
over twelve hundred on the subject of ‘‘ The Moral, Intel. 
lectual, and Christian Character of the Pulpit.” The audi- 
ence was composed of our most intelligent citizens, of ladies 
and gentlemen. What prompted Mr. Schaefer so to do was 
the aggressiv attacks by the pulpit in some of our ‘churches 
here, without discrimination, against the stage in general. 
He spoke for over an hour, taking his text from Luke vi, 
41, 42, and proved by reliable statistics that ten times more 
crimes are committed by reverend gentlemen, in proportion 
to their number, than by any other class of people in the 
country, and are annually on the increase; mostly crimes 
of a Character in which women are implicated; that there 
are at the present time fifty ministers in the peniten- 
tiaries of the United States where there is one actor. He 
advised clergymen when they make pastoral visits to hav | 
their wives accompany them, and urged upon fathers and 
husbands to take the cue. He spoke of the inception of the 
drama and theater in Greece, bringing their history down to 
the present day, referring to the assassination of President 
Lincoln. The stage, he said, has produced more intellectual 
giants and poets than any other institution we hav any knowl- 
edge of; that none but cranks and fanatics in the pulpit will 
place themselvs in opposition to the legitimate drama; that 
in earlier days such performances were held in churches, 
palaces, castles, and palatial residences; that Christ himself 
was friendly to social enjoyment, even on the Sabbath day. 
He warned his hearers against wolves in sheep's clothing, 
Mr. 
Schaefer during the delivery of the lecture received rounds 
and rounds upon rounds of applause, and has since been so- 
licited to repeat the lecture. Onr Wno Was PRESENT. 


: Forest Gnovz, May 5, 1887. 
Mr. Epitor: You do not seem to hear from this corner of 
the Lord's vinyard very often. I thought I would senda 
few words of cheer. For some time past I hav wanted to 


‘tell you what we think of the illustrations in the dear old 


Trout SEEKER, but as every picture seemed better than the 
last, I hardly knew which one to praise. The one which 
represents the women as supporting the clergy ought to be 
sent broadcast all over the United States, for there is nothing 
more true to life than that picture. Tur TRUTH SEEKER is 
doing a grand work for the cause of Liberalism, and it 
ought to be better supported than it is. 

We are hoping that 8. P. Putnam will make usa visit dur- 
ing his stay in Oregon. "There are not many strong Liberals 
here, but what we lack in quantity we make up in quality. 
We hav a few as stanch Liberals as America can produce. And 
that reminds me that we hav in Forest Grove a few bigots 
who will compare favorably with anything produced in the 
twelfth century. The farmers near town wished to start a 
creamery, and in order to do this they wished to interest the. 
business men of the village, not feeling able to bear all the 
expense themselvs. They therefore arranged for a meeting 
of all the farmers and business men at Bert's Liberal Hall on 
a certain day. Well, it was talked over in the mean time. 
among those most interested, and one of the bigots made the 
statement that if the meeting was held in that Infidel hall he 
would take no stock in the creamery, nor attend the meet- 
ing; and another of the same class said it was all he could 
do to go into that hall where they had Tom Paine’s picture. 
framed and hanging up. Now, Mr. Editor, I want you to 
find out what Paine’s picture would hav to do with a cream- 
ery. Must we not only hav the Bible in ourfree schools, but 
is it absolutely necessary to compel the use of it in the cow- 
yard? - Had I been at that meeting. I should hav proposéd to 
the committee that there should be an appropriation made.to 
buy a Bible, hymn-book, and the Thirty-nine Articles for 
every cow belonging to-the creamery. 

Dear editor and brethren, as Josiah Allen's wife says, I 
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would not like you to repeat this, but really what I think is, 
that the Liberals around Forest Grove need a little more back- 
bone. They don't take enough interest in Liberal lectures, 
and they don’t take enough Liberal literature. We must hav 
a revival here, and we look to 8. P. Putnam, as our presiding 
elder, to begin the awakening. We shall probably hav a 
visit also from Dr. York; at least, we hope so. 

We hav read Helen Gardener's book, “ Men, Women, and 
Gods." What a grand work itis! It ought to be put in the 
hands of. every woman and girl in America. I am ‘doing 
missionary work with my copy, loaning it to every woman 
I can getto read it. Of course I hav to be careful whom I 
loan it to, for some would burn it, just as a few hundred 
years ago they would hav burnt the writer. How many 
hearts throbbed with fear and sympathy when the sad news 
went over the land that our noble leader, the silver-tongued 
orator, Colonel Ingersoll, had a similar throat trouble to that 
of our grand warrior, General Grant! And how much our 
hearts hav been relieved by better reports of his affliction ! 
"May he liv many years yet, for there's a grand and glorious 
work for him to do. May he liv a thousand years, and his 
shadow never grow leas. - | 

Yours for U. M. L, Mrs. Saran C. Topp. 


New Yonx, May 18, 1887. 

Mz. Eprrog: In Taz Truta SEEKER of May 14th appears 
an article from Mr. George H. Dawes, to only a part of which 
I object; that is, where he says, ‘‘ Liberals of this country 
date the era of man from the execution of Bruno, and this is 
Anno Scientia 287." It is given that Bruno suffered 
martyrdom Feb. 16, 1600. If this is correct, then to found 
an era from that date and count now 287 is an absurd error, 
& gross error of fact. It has been exposed before, and to 
persist in it wilfully any longer is not only absurd, but one 
will stultify himself and the whole class in which he counts 
himself if no objection is put in. Theréfore I, as one of the 
Liberals, for this reason protest against and repudiate it. 
But there are plenty of other good reasons to condemn it, as 
anyone will find by reading the article on ‘‘ Chronology ” in 
the Encyclopedia Britannica. To separate into divisions 
and to multiply impediments among the human family is to 
retrograde. Progress tends to simplify, to unite, and equal- 
ize—equal rights and equal duties for all, and privileges for 
none. Progress strives for uniformity in languages and 
writings, for the same standard of money, measure, and 
weights, and time. Progress is opposed to all barriers in 
intercourse and trade. When this epoch once arrives, as it 
surely will, then war will be a thing of the past, a relic, of 
barbarous ages. Let us hear no more of this so-called new 
era, it is a nuisance now but would prove to be a curse. By 
the way, I will ask any one of its adherents, Is man not 
older, or is science not older also? Then why start from 
half way ? FRaEDERIOK KoEZLY. 


Prrr, Onto, May 19, 1887. 

Mz. Eprrog: We hav recently had an interesting exhibition 
of the harmony, charity, tolerance, and brotherly love that 
pervade the Christian camp. Its happening was after this 
manner, 7. e.: For many ages the Methodists had had sole, 

undisturbed, and undisputed control of this bit of Christian 

pasture. Then peace, harmony, and brotherly and sisterly 
love seemed to prevail so completely. that the guardian 
angels could go-off junketing for weeks without danger to 
the fold. f : 

But a short time since, some Baptists thought it was not 
good for one denomination to monopolize the field, and ac- 
cordingly undertook to organize a church after their kind, 
just for company’s sake. Then trouble commenced all 
along the line, and "there was whispering with white lips, 
‘The foe! They come! they come!’” A few weeks ago 
the Baptist shepherd preached a sermon on baptism, demon- 
strating from his standpoint many things in general, which 
life is too short and precious to mention, and two things in 
particular, whereby hangs my tale: 1. No baptism except by 
immersion worth a ——!” 2. Infant baptism unauthorized 
andabsurd. These points in particular made the Methodists 
as was the place of everlasting torment before the new 
version put out the fires and compelled the devil te go out- 
side to warm his toes, as shown by Heston. Accordingly 
something had to be done to allay the fears of some of the 
Methodists that they were not duly washed. Accordingly, 
as soon as their shepherd could collect ammunition and load 
his gun, he went for what he termed “ this unauthorized 
Baptist nonsense.” During the Methodist shepherd’s reply, 


one of the pillars of the Baptist church, composed of such. 


material as martyrs or persecutors (as they are the under or 
upper dog in a fight) are made of, sat close and conspic- 
uously before him, ‘alternately taking notes, shaking his 
head, and looking wise and severe. ; : 

Finally the reverend brought his discourse to a close in 
substance about as follows: ‘‘I hav now preached and un- 
folded the truth as it is contained in the Bible, and nothing 
butthe truth. And you clearly perceive: 1. There is no 
warrant, not even a shadow of it, for the claim that effica- 
cious baptism must be by immersion. 2. There is abundant 
authority for the administration of the saving ordinance of 
baptism to little children; but," added he, looking and 
pointing severely at the aforesaid old Baptist soldier, now 
about ready to explode close in his front, ** I see, and I am 
pained to see, there is one who does not believe it. But I 
defy him to disprove it." Now the old man did not stand 
upon the order of exploding, but exploded at once, by jump- 
ing to his feet,and, with great excitement, declaring in sub- 
stance, ‘‘ Bir, you hav not preached the truth, but lies from 
beginning to end, and the truth is not in you.” . 

At this critical juncture the flames were opportunely 
quenched and oil was thrown upon the troubled. waters by 
an old lady, the wife of the Baptist warrior, stepping up to 
him, plucking him by the sleeve, and saying to him in a par- 


alyzing tone, ‘‘Come on, pop. Let them. sprinkle their 
kids if they want to, and see where they’ll go to.” 

Pop went on. And the Methodists and Baptists then and 
there parted with much the same feeling for each other that 
prevailed between the different sects in days gone by, when, 
left unrestrained by outsiders who think no baptism of much 
efficacy without soap and towels, they manifested their 
brotherly love and Christian charity and forbearance by 
racking and roasting each other for Christ’s sake, just as they 
would now if the wicked outsiders would leave them free to 
bear fruit after their kind. Cyrus SEARS. 


Lzxpo, Kan., May 18, 1887. 

- Mr. Eprror:. The man who runs the risks to life and limb, 
who soils his hands and clothes, in pulling down an old, con- 
demned, decaying temple, is entitled to as great, or greater, 
compensation than the one who builds the new; and as I find 
that you are thus employed, and as you seem to voice my 
views most aptly on theology, I hope to encourage you a lit- 
tle by a few kind words, and by giving you my own and a 
friend’s name as subscribers on probation. When the time 
is up, if I should not again remit, please do not send longer, 
as I expect and hope to leave for Europe soon. 

. The following was written in a spirit of kindness, as was 
the note inviting me to attend an Advent meeting and hear 
the evidence of the immediate second coming of Christ, as 
foreshadowed by the prophecies, visions, and dreams of 
John, Daniel, Belshazzar, and others of Bible notoriety : 


Les), KAN., ——, ——, 1887. 
FRIEND E., Dear Sir: Many thanks for your invitation to accom- 
pany you to the Advent meeting, but as I am familiar with the line 
of sophistry they would dignify as argument while yet ignorant on’ 
many scientific points that I regard as more important to us than 
the second, or even the first, coming of Christ, “or any other 
man,” you will please excuse me, as I hav no time to waste, and 

believe me, Thine truly, F , M.D. 


Believers in dreams and prophetic visions . 
Scarcely deserve any student's derisions. 

A man must bav cheek like a government mule, 
Or money at stake on your being a fool, 

To ask your attention to cackle so flat 

As are visions of cranks in this age or that. 

Go study the science and use of tbe brain ; 

Go plant a few trees or a few hills of grain ; 

Go fatten or slanghter musketoes and mice, 

Or study the nature and habits of lice; 

But talk not to me of old Dan or Belshazzar, 
Jonab, or Job, or old Nebuchadnezzar. 

T relegate them to the moths on the shelf ` 
If I wish for dreams, I can dream them myself. 
Nor ask I for aid at interpretation, . 

Being content with my own explanation. 
Church dogmas stand out in open defiance 

Of truth a8 revealed and taught us by science. 
All that they teach from the dawn of creation 
Gets scorched in the flames of investigation. 
They execrate all who exercise reason, 

And curse them as villains guilty of treason 

To God’s holy government, founded of old 

By preachers, who claim they must manage the fold, 
Or all will be plunged into darknees and gloom 
More dreadful to think cf than that of the tomb. 
With such I wish little or nothing to do. 

But I do not desire to influence you. 


F. 


. Onzipa, Kax., May 16, 1887. 

Mr. Eprrog: The cuts by your artist, Mr. Watson Heston, 
which appeared on the front page of THE TRUTH SEEKER of 
the 16th inst., we must say illustrate most vividly Mr. Pecci's 
(commonly called Leo XIII.) modus operandi by which he 
intends to capture our most formidable citadels by swamp- 
ing us at the ballot-box. Mr. Heston portrays this in four 
acts, viz.: Act 1st. An embassador of Pecci’s placing the 
foreign eggs in the nest, being assisted by a Protestant 
clergyman, and Columbia standing by endeavoring to quiet 
and pacify the eagle, who seems to demur. 

Act 2d. After the eggs are hatched, it is astonishing to see 
the physiognomical transfigurations exhibited by Columbia 
when she beholds that the incubating (mutual) has resulted 
in one young eagle, two serpents, or vipers, and one croco- 
dile. i 

Act 3d. The crocodile having grown (by s*all feeding and 
pampering) to enormous proportions, is lying across and has 
crushed Columbia, as weil as our American eagle, and as 
one of the serpents is in the act of swallowing the young 
eagle, the crocodile is swallowing both the serpent and eagle. 

Act 4th. Now the crocodile has consumed the whole out- 
fit, except the Protestant clergyman who aided in the incu- 
bating process, and who must hav -got away. Said croco- 
dile, being swollen to immense size, is reposing with his head 
lying across the Stars and Stripes, bearing thereon in- 
scribed, ‘‘E pluribus unum." The crocodile has a huge 
cross on his spinal column. d 

Now comes the farce to conclude with, which is our polit- 
ical ** Punch and Judy ” demagogs aiding in the construction 
of the grand propaganda university at Washington city ; the 
university near Central Park, N. Y.; the placing of a nuncio 
in this country ; the crowning of Gibbons with the red hat; 
the passage of the Freedom of Worship bill in the legislature 
of New York, as well as the Murphy Protectory bill, inviting 
and pérmitting foreign criminals and paupers to land at Cas- 
tle Garden at the rate of ten thousand a day, etc., etc. 
` Such a farce is too ridicülous and absurd for any sensible 
nation of people to tolerate. The idea of our Solons at Wash- 
ington spending their whole term, almost, legislating on pro- 
tection to home industries on the one hand, while on the 
other inviting starved-out pauper labor from all other 
nalions to this country, and thereby driving to the wall our 
artisans, is too preposterous. What use is protection or pro- 
tectiv tariff under such circumstances? Shut down the 
gates to foreigners, repeal the naturalization laws, or amend 
so as to read twenty-one years before citizenship is granted 
aliens; appoint a commission to investigate all secret de- 
signs (vigilantly) that are alien to our free institutions; pass 
laws prohibiting any priest or clergyman from performing 
the marriage ceremony, and it will not be long before wecan 
with all propriety call this America. Our motto should be, 
** America for Americans,” for it is evident that Americans 


Europeanize more readily than Europeans Americanize; and 
by our Solons acting upon the above suggestions, they would 
be placing such protection around our most formidable cita- . 
dels, free schools, as well as the ballot-box, that we might 
feel secure against foreign invasions of ignorance, supersti- 
tion, criminals, and paupers. AMERIOA. 


Eav Crame, Wis., May 14, 1887. 

Mr. EprroR: The best omen for the Liberal cause in 
America at this moment is that it produces such heroins as 
Elmina. The worst is that her defense is being taken up by 
the Freethought press in such a feeble, half-hearted manner. 
I had hoped the arrest of this ** mother in Israel,” with its 
certain consequences, would hav aroused the whole Liberal 
world to a united demand for the absolute repeal of: the in- 
famous postal laws which bear the name of Comstock. But 
I perceive I was mistaken. Let us consider the points of the 
situation. In circulating facts concerning the relations of 
the sexes, which hav been covered by the screen of. conven- 
tional hypocrisy and laws devised for the especial protection 
of lust and its worst consequences, Mrs. Slenker has been 
rendering a service to science and morality whose importance 
can only be appreciated by the very few who hav gone be- 
low the surface of these tabooed but vital subjects. I can 
scarcely believe that you do not consider the laws of propa- 
gation a legitimate branch of science, or that you doubt it 
must be cultivated by the inductiv method, if at all. Why, 
then, do you quote the word ‘‘data” as applied to Mrs. 
Slenker’s facts? How can you say she ‘‘ has gone to intoler- 
able lengths in circulating them?” Can they be circulated 
too much ? Do they not need to be ventilated the more in 
proportion as they are themselvs the more revolting and 
atrocious? Hav you a particle of sympathy with the Com- 
stockian idea that the door of the nuptial chamber should be 
the mental, as it is the legal, screen for the enormities which 
fill the world with idiocy, deformity, disease, and crime? For 
my own part, as a Freethinker, a cultivator of science, a 
friend to humanity, and the father of daughters, I find no 
words to express my abhorrence for this most pernicious and 
dangerous phase of the movement in favor of ignorance. 

With regard to the language used by Mrs. Slenker, there 
may be more show for a difference of opinion among those 
whose good opinion is worth having. But allow me to say 


that you entirely misconceive when you remark that ‘the 


English language is rich enough and flexible enough to con- 
vey all shades of meaning without borrowing from the 
vocabulary of the abandoned class." 'The words used by Mrs. 
Slenker are the only words for the ideas expressed which be- 
long to the English language (the others being barbarous mod- 
ern Latin); they may be found in a work as standard as 
Bayle’s Dictionary, and, though prudishness has commonly 
kept them from the eye, thcy were familiar to the ear of every 
man, woman, and child who has spoken English ever since 
Vortigern went sparking to Rowena. 

But even if it were otherwise, the point is of no impor- 
tance. ‘‘ Whether a thing shall be designated by a plain 
noun Substantiv or by a circumlocution is,” says Macaulay, 
in his usual felicitous style, ‘‘mere matter of fashion. 
Morality is not at all interested in the question." But surely 
morality is interested in this, that crime, and especially 
legalized crime, shall not be treated mincingly. It is morc 
than & matter of fashion which shall be considered worse— 
to commit the most infernal outrages upon womanhood aud 
maternity, or to cal them by their right names. Mrs. 
Slenker's bad taste, if it be bad, is far from a sufficient 
reason why there should be any hesitation, when a powerful 
common enemy is in view, about coming up to the aid of & 
Freethinker and moralist likely to die in prison for publish- 
ing literature of a strictly ethical and scientific kind, couched 
in what she at least considered decorous language—she, an 
old woman of unquestioned good education and good char- 
acter. 

Suppose that Mrs. Slenker had used Latin words instead 
of English, hav you any idea that the inquisition would hav 
let her alone? Surely it is within your knowledge that 
Harman and Walker are now under arrest, with excellent 
prospects of conviction, for publishing one such item as Mrs. 
Slenker's ‘‘ data,” in which the sole ‘‘ obscene ” expression 
was one of those very Latin words for which she has substi- 
tuted Saxon tantamounts. The object of the movement in 
favor of ignorance isto emasculate science and destroy it. 
Coarseness of expression on the part of scientific writers was 
never anything but an excuse. 

It is, howevér, an excuse to which we hav allowed a great 
deal too much. Years ago the cry of obscenity operated on 
the hosts of Freethought like the historic appearance of a 
skunk at what should hav been a great Union victory. Such 
a thing might be excused once, but officers and soldiers who 
turned success into disaster by running away & second time, 
even from a skunk, would hav deserved to be shot. At 
whatever cost of disgust and trouble, the polecat of prurient 
prudery must be slain if science and Liberalism are to be 
preserved. The Comstock gang hav made the issue squarely, 
and we must not dodge it. Science is to be put down. The 
means are to imprison scientists on charge of indecency. We 
cannot do less than come square up to the front, with our 
battle formed on this line, that while knowledge is indis- 
pensable to morality, some breadth in the expressions of its 
cultivators is but & venial offense at worst. 'Phis is the at- 
titude of Mrs. Slenker, of Hey wood, of Walker, of Harman. 
While too many of our soldiers are trying to repeat the grand 
retrograde movement, others are training alltheir guns upon 
that skunk. There are more of them than there were. Mrs. 
Slenker’s fate will make more, just as the prosecution of 
Heywood and Bennett gave ‘‘Cupid’s Yokes” a national 
celebrity. And so at last the movement in favor of ignorance 
will, I trust, defeat itself. But such victories are won only . 
through the blood of martyrs, and none of us can be held 
excusable for vacillation in the hour of trial. C. L. JAMES, 
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Ghildren’s orner, 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wreon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


` 


Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 

Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


May Days. 


Now the pretty birds are coming, 
. From the sea-born islands roaming, 
And our own wild bees are humming 
In the plum-trees clad in white, 
Fanned by breezes soft and light. 


Low beside the Elkhorn waters 
Noisy wild geese and their daughters ; 
But the wounded waits and loiters 

In his lonely wandering— 

Sad ho hears the song of spring. 


Son the toiling, busy farmer, 

With the aid of many a charmer 
(Modest maiden, naught may harm her), 
Plants the checkered fields with corn, 
Heeding not the proud world’s scorn. 


Neath the new sun daily shining 

Gray clouds turn their silver lining, 

Sadness brings no sad repining 
When the violets dipped in dew 
Lift their starry eyes to you. 


In the grove the yellow-hammers 

Rend the air with saucy clamora, 

Thrilled with May-time’s brightest glamours. 
Naighborsa now just o'er the way 
Holding concerts every day. 


Thrushes brown and gayer swallows 
Uo and down the breezy hollows, 
While the blooming blue-bell follows, 
Calling to the rose of June 
In a dreamy, tender tune. 


Ha3'en, May, the royal comer, 
- Bed rose paints the cheek of summer— 
Pen of mine be never dumber 
Than the liqnid notes and free 
Larks hav learned across tha sea. 


Bluebirds, too, recross the billow, 
Building in our waving willow— 
Not a thorn be in the pillow : 
Little feathered friends of mine 
Welcome to our northern pine! 
Frenchtown, Neb. Many Barren Finog. 


Science Column. 


All About the Bears. 


Now, some of you, perhaps, hav seen a 
bear, and you know that it appeared exceed- 
ingly funny walking about on its hind feet. 

Bears belong to the carnivorous or flesh- 
eating animals that are plantigrade, which 
means that they can walk on the soles of their 
feet. Do they eat anything else except flesh ? 
Oh, yes, they eat vegetables, grains, and in- 
sects, and they are very fond of sweets, like 
honey, and they like milk, too. 

They do not kill animals by biting them in 
a vital part and sucking their blood, but they 
tearthem with their claws, or hug them to 
death. I guess we would not any of us like 
to be hugged to death. 

Where are bears found? Oh, in almost all 
latitudes that are not inhabited by human 
beings. Where men are, bears are not, for 
they are soon killed or driven away. 

The white or Polar bear is now the largest 
and most powerful of the bear tribe. A 
polar bear sometimes weighs fifteen hundred 
pounds, and is very savage. Bears are very 
affectionate and loving to each other, although 
cross and ferocious toward other creatures, 
especially when attacked. They are very 
much attached to their babies, and when one 
dies, the poor mother is disconsolate. It will 
fondle the dead body, bring it food, and try 
to nurse it back to life. And if the mate 
dies or is killed, the one who remains mourns 
and cries, and refuses to be comforted. It 
sits by its dead in great distress, and will be 
killed rather than leave it. 

The grizzly bear is more savage than any 
other of the race of bears. 

You hav heard of the cave bear, I suppose. 
He was large and strong, and lived in the 
caverns of Europe in what is termed the 
** post-tertiary epoch,” which means in geol- 
ogy, the second period after the age of mam- 
mals. 

Did you ever hear of a bear that wore spec- 
tacles? No? Well, away down among the 
Andes mountains in Chili, there is found a 
black bear, with smooth and glossy fur, ex- 
cept its muzzle and breast, which are dingy 
white. But there are half circular marks 
around its eyes, which make him appear as 
if he had on spectacles; hence its name, a 
spectacle bear. 

Some bears can be tamed if taken in hand 
when very young, and they will become 
quite attached .to their masters. 


Performing bears are sometimes seen in the 
streets of cities, accompanied by their mas- 
ters, by whom they hav been taught to do 
many clever tricks. I saw one once at Rocky 
Point, a Rhode Island summer resort, who 
was very fond of beer, sarsaparilla, lemonade, 
etc. The crowds who visited him were very 
fond of buying drinks and seeing the bear 
swallow. them. Bruin would stand on his 
hind feet, draw the cork with his teeth, take 
the bottle in his fore-paws, tip his head back, 
and swallow the contents in very quick time. 
He finally guzzled so much beer that it killed 
him. He was what we might call a bear 
drunkard, and met the fate of other drunk- 
ards. 

Bears are found occasionally in the White 
mountains, and used to be quite plenty there, 
as well as in other parts of New England. 

In the West and Southwest of the United 
States they still exist in numbers, and hunters 
take great pleasure in bunting them. 

Bear meat is said to be very fine. It occa- 
sionally finds its way to our markets. A gen- 
tleman bought some bear meat once at a 
great price, but, sending it home for dinner, 
Bridget thought it would be nice for pies, 
and she boiled it and chopped it up for mince- 
meat! The bear pies were very good, how- 
ever. 

There i8 & bear story in the Bible about two 


‘she-bears devouring forty and two children at 


one time. It is undoubtedly a myth. 
Below is a true bear story, relating to the 


| capture of a bear in our own country. 


A BEAR STORY. ` 


There are plenty of bears in the far West, 
away in the forests and on the plains where 
civilization has not yet set her foot. Chas. 
F. Blackburn, mining prospector and geolo- 
gist, and who has traveled extensivly all over 
the great. West, givs many interesting ac- 
counts of meeting with bears in his travels. 
His bear stories are actually blood-curdling, 
and make the cold shivers run up and down 
the spinal column. f 

His first exciting bear-hunt was along with 
a man called Captain Jack in the famous 
Black Hills. 

They had trailed a huge cinnamon bear to 
his home, a large cave in a hill. They were 
hardly brave enough to face the bear within 
his den, and they sent in their big dog. 

The meeting of the dog and bear was not 
mutually agreeable. The bear was gruff, 
and growled at the intruder, and the dog 
howled and barked at such a rude welcome. 
Pretty soon the old cinnamon bear came out 
of his cave home, walking on his hind feet 
and holding the big dog under his left arm, 
as if he were some little insect. The poor 
dog looked as if he hadn’t a friend in the 
world, his eyes were bulging, and he was 
held as tightly as if in a vise; and, besides, 
Bruin was striking the poor fellow with his 
right fore-paw terrible blows which weak- 
ened his voice with every well-directed cuff. 


‘He finally dropped the dog, and then caught 


him again in his iron-like jaws by the back 
of his neck, and gave him such a shaking as 
he hever had before; then he threw him fully 
thirty feet to one side, looking at him as if to 
say, 'TIl teach you, sir, that you cannot 
enter a gentleman bear’s abode in such an 
unceremonious manner as that!” 

Ths dog lay quite still, unable to move, and 
the bear's eyes flashed. with triumph mingled 
with anger. 

At that moment he espied Captain’ Jack 
standing under & pine-tree squarely in front 
of the cave and his bearship. The bear did 
not hesitate, but jumped fully fifteen feet 
toward the captain, who fired with his needle- 
gun and shot the bear endwise. The- bear 
jumped again, and would hav had Captain 
Jack for dinner had he not jumped too. He 
‘dropped his needle-gun and caught the limb 
of the pine-tree, swinging himself out of the 
reach of his bearship. Mr. Blackburn, who 
was on the top of the cave, then gave a shot 
or two to the bear, when he dropped, seeing 
which Captain Jack dropped, too—from the 
tree. Of course it was a relief to see Bruin 
lying there so still, for no one can fancy being 
made into mince-meat by the teeth of a bear. 
In the mean time the dog began to come to 
life and gasped for breath, which had been 
very nearly knocked and scared out of him. 
The bear kicked and commenced rolling down 
the mountain side in his death agony. The 
poor dog was assisted to his feet, but as he 
saw the old bear he felt like retreating. It 
was & year before the dog regained his accus- 
tomed vigor, and after that terrible experi. 
ence he would strike out for camp as soon as 
he caught the scent of a bear, believing, no 
doubt, that ‘‘discretion is the better part of 
valor" when bears are around. He did not 


fancy such an everlasting shaking and pound- 


ing as the bear gave him, and nobody can 


blame the dog. 
That bear weighed 1,800 pounds, and it 


was good to know he would never shgke | 


dogs, or any other creature, again. . 
S. H. W. 


QUESTIONS.—To what species do bears belong? 
What is the meaning of carnivorous? planti- 
grado? How do bears kill animals? Where are 

ears found? Tell what you can of the polar 
bear, their attachments, etc. What of the cave 
bear? the spectacle bear? Can bears be tamed ? 
What of performing béars? What can you say of 
the bear who drank beer? What was his fate? 
Where do bears still exists in this country? What 
of bear meat? What of the bear story in the 
Bible? Tell what you can remember of the story 
of an encounter with a bear in the West. 
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Our Puzzle Box. 


1.—REBUS. 


Possessed by a jack-of-all-trades. 
2.—A STYLISH ENIGMA. 
Now here is & style 
That will make you smile, 
And you'll guess it the. very first trial ; 
It does not denote 
The style of a coat, 
But the style of the good old sun-díal. 
Behead it, and there 
*Tis, a palindrome fair, 
Whose center if yet you but take away, 
Tis a curious fact 
"That it shows you exact, 
And at all times, the mid of the day. 
So our sun stands still 
Over Puzzler's Hill. 
As for Gideon once on Gilboa ; 
And it even runs back 
In its palindrome track, 
As once for the king Hezekiah— 
If the Bible don't tell us a-lie-ah ! 
OLD Boy. 


3.—REBUS. 


For little students in geography. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN’S CORNER 
li May 21, 1887 

1.-A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid. 

2.-By putting the space between o and 2, 


instead of between w and A, God is now here | 


becomes God is no where. 
3.-Appearances are often deceitful. 
E 


Correspondence. 


May 15, 1887. 
Drar Miss Wixon: As I saw so many 
boys and girls writing letters I thought I 
would write one too. My father has taken 
Tar TRUTH SEEKER for eight years. I hav 
two little sisters, one of them is five and the 
other nine. I am a girl twelve years old. 
This is the first letter. Excuse my poor 
writing. Your Freethinker friend, 
` MATILDA A. Stiox. 
FnENOHTOWN, NEB., April 28, 287. 
My Dzar Miss Wixon: In offering the in- 
closed lines I do not wish to intrude upon 
the rights of others who are more capable of 
entertaining the children of the Corner than 
myself. I rejoice, and I am sure there are 
many who share this feeling with me, that 
the Children’s page is always so filled with 
tender, humane, and scientific principles. 
“ As the twig is bent the tree's inclined” is 
an old-saw, but none the less true. Children 
who are given the right start on the path of 
life will not accept silly superstitions when 
they aregrownup. With best wishes for the 
prosperity of the Corner, I am, 
Ever yours for the truth, 
.Manx B. Fom. 
Enrror CurronEs's Corner : It is quite nat- 
ural to expect to hear a Finch sing, and sing 
well. too, as she often does in our Corner (I 
mean Mary B., as a matter of course). Buta 
Crow, or J. Crow, or, to be facetious and 
doubly punsome, a Jay Crow—why, “it 
beats all nature,” and no mistake! Two 
very unmelodious birds in one combination 
for perfect harmony—the very embodiment 
of euphony and impersonation of poesy. 
Dagmar’s ''Virginia's Visit? was a fine 
puzzle to me, and called all my mind-reading 
faculty into play, as Iam unacquainted with 
both Dagmar and Virginia. Virginia is the 
daughter of Bishop Snow, and no matter 
what gentile prejudice may say, skeis not 
over-estimated by her friend Dagmar. Your 
puzzle artist is doing excellent. work. But 
above all others, I desire to praise that very 
fine contribution on “ The Right and the 
Wrong," by Jessie Brewster. Don't print 
anything from your Old Boy as long as there 
is anything like that on hand. We must hav 
more from her. Sheis a giantess. Who is 
she, anyway ? Your Qr» Bor, 


REDUCED TO $1.00. 
THE STORY HOUR. 
A Book for Children and Youth, 
BY MISS SUSAN H. WIXON. 

Over a hundred fine illustrations. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. ‘By Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. he Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 


Children’s Story-Book everissued. 66 full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heavy 
toned paper, broad margins, illuminated 
covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 


Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
rowne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


B 4 
Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for. 


e Young Folks, By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Beeond edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for goung masters and misses, hag 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued ata rednced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very 
huch to e value of the volume. 

By 


The Youth's Liberal Guide. B; 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M, Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims atthe education of youth in the 
princi les of Freethought, at the same time 
hat it inculcates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense. ddress THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 
vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions 
with numerous references and citations, tha 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
of other propositions in the fame book, Price 

5 nemis. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 
The Heathens of the Heath. A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonne 


author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 


Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. : 
Exeter Hall. “ One of the most excit- 


ing romances of the day.” 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 


The Outcast, A deep, finely written 
Radical story.. From the London edition. By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 

cents. 


All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. * The great charm of 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 
pect to find, in such a marke degree. even 
ili 


Price, paper, 60 


from so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose briliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks.” Prices 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


P | Y | | 
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A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York  Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 


both the slanders and 
‘their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
—0— 


The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. 


TOGETHER WITH 
A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s ` 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove ita princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


"T8pp. Price 15 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


REPLY 
TO REY. L. A. LAMBERT'S 
“NOTES ON INGERSOLL’ 
By B. W. Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priest's 
Historical misstatements. 
Price. Cloth. 51: Paper. 50 Cents. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


OR, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


BY 
H.J. SEIGNEURET, 
Secularist. 
Price, c 1 H 7 10 cents, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JUNE 4, 1887. 
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Lagersolls Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
s Humboldt,” © Thomaa Paine,” “ Individual- 

44,192 and “ Heretica and Heresies.” 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50cts; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: ‘The Ghosts," “Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” “The Declaration of In- 
dependence,” “About Farming in Illinois," 
“The Grant Banquet," ‘The Rev. Alexander 
Clark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like a 

F Dream,” and “A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll.” 

Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25. 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pe- | 


per, 25 cents. 


"nn ry e . s 

The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof. 
ted . Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. © 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 

` 10 cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously, 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to. 


& Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen: 25 copier, $1; 100 copies, $3. 
Millions of these should be circulated. 
Vindieation of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. . 
.Address on the Civit Rights Bili. 
Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents. 
fagersoll’s Lectures Complete. 
ound in one volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr. Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on ‘ Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at tho exceedingly low 
,, price of $5. Bent by mail postpaid. 
Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s **Tribute to 
is Brother,” ‘The Vision of War," the "Grant 
Banquet Toast," and the recent address over 
* Little Harry Miller's Grave,” that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
to any address, for 50cts, or either one for 15cts. 
Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book is a gom. It is a model in every re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated “ Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versationsof the author, The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
urpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
boudoir, $1: cabinet. 40 nanta, : 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


J. E. Remsburg's Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 


Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform ; the Woman’s Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
, Church and the Republic. a 
Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture: Falsehood and 
Deception ;. Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices ;. Cannibalism ; Witcheraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
: Special discount on larger quantities. 
Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 
and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Bun ay, Arguments ; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
abb ath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 
abbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 95 cents; Bix copies, $1.00. 
Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty, Tells the stor 
of the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
jt. Choive extracts from ‘“* Common Sense,” 
* American Crisis," “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine's 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Pa'm». Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth,.75 cents. 


Image Breaker, Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
Scents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cte, 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 


delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention, ki &nuary 29, 1884, Price, 


10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


Situation Wanted. 


An honest, industrious man—a Freethinker— 
desires employment of any kind, such as work in 
a restaurant, or hotel, or coachman, or gardener. 

Address, | THs. GODDARD, 
8122 Care Truth Secker Co. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 
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FOLKS. 
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YORK: 


Reported for the “ Truth Seeker" by 


I. N. BAKER, 


and Printed by Permission of 
, i the Author. 


®HE ONLY GoRREGT 
EDITION. 


New YORK: 2 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


PRICE, 


6 CENTS. 


WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


Was Jesus an Impostor? A debate between a 
Scotch novelist, Agnes Rollo Wilkie, and Arthur 
B Moss. The best conducted debate of modern 
times, 1€0 pp., 25 cts. The Mirror of Free- 
thought, 50 cts. The Bible and Darwinism. 
25 cts. Biblical Errors and Secular ‘Truths, 
cts. Two Revelations. 5cta. Bible 
Real Biasphemy. 5 cts. Bible Makers. 
Bible Saints—Nos. 1, 2, and 8. Each 5 cts. 
vs. Darwin, cte. Socrates, Buddha, and Jesus. 
bots. Christianity a Degrading Religion. 5 cts. 
Fictitious Gods. 5 cte. Natural Man. 5 cts. 
The Old Faith and the New. 5cts. Bruno and 
Spinoza, 5cts. The Bible God and His Favorits. 
5 cts. Miracle-Workers. 5cts. Health. Wealth, 
and Happiness. 5cts, The Brain and the Soul. 
5cts. Nature and the Gods, 5cts. Design and 
Natural Selection. 5cts, Man and the Lower 
Animals, 6 cts. 

Address Watts and Co., 17 Johnson's Court, 
E.C., Lon Jon, Eng, 


Horrors}; or, 
5 cts. 
Moses 
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bible Temperance: 


LIQUOR DRINKING 


Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
by the Bible, 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


This is a companion book to Remsburg’s '* Bible 
Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


e 
Ingorsoll’s Tributes. 
RECUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on beavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram 
ing. The titles are; 

The Vision of War, 
Tribute to his Brother, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 

The price of these heretofore has been $1.00. We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
iom akage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 

38 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


ROMANIS M, 


DANGER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


Priog, á "TET - " 40 CENTS. 
AAdreaa TIE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE 


Fath rs of Our Republic, 


Paine, Jefferson, Washington, 


Franklin. 


A LECTURE delivered before tbe Tenth A anua 
Congress of the American Secular Union, 
in Chickering Hall, New York 
November 13, 1846. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 


Price 15 centa. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


W.S BELL'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Conflict between Christianity 
and Civilization. 


PRICE, HMM 15 CENTS. 


It ia a stunner; concise, scholarly, and good.— 
M. E. Billings. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
i PRICE, 15 CENTS. 


Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. 


Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Man.—T. B. Wakeman. 


A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. It is a very 
ablo paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 
ge. 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTS. 


The number of heads under whicheyou hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which each point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. | Therefore 
Itake great pleasure in recommending * Anti- 
Prohibition ” to the consideration of every person 
who is intereated, not only in the canse of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self government.— 
J.J. McCabe. . 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 


“Iam very much pleased with 1t, and I wish the 
eventy thousand ministers of this country were 
obliged to purchase the pamphlet and read every 
wo d of it.” 
Price 15 canta. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Bole Factors and Hxact Ratios tn Its 
Acquirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 


Price, Cloth, . a $1 00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


FCONOMIC EQUITIES. 


A coMPEND or THE NarUnAL Laws or In- 
DUSTRIAL PRODUOTION AND 
ExonHANGE. 

By J. K. InGALLs, author of “ Social Wealth.” 
Price, 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


Men of Business Who Did Something Besides. 
Making Money. A. Book for Young Americans. 


BY JAMES PARTON. 


For gale at thir office 


Price - - - - - $1.25. 
HE TRUTH SEEKER. 
Ados THE HO He Poot Now York. 


THE CONFESSIONAL 


ROMISH AND ANGLICAN. 
: An Exposé. 
By SALADIN. Price, 30 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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| Poetry. 


Saint Anthony’s Sermons. 
Saint Anthony preached to the Priory throng ; 
Saint Anthony’s sermons were terribly long, 
So dreary, so weary. so learnedly deep, 
That all of the brothers were soon fast asleep. 
He sighed as he looked at them, placid and still, 
For he loved his own Sermons, as some people will ; 

` Then away in a huff to the river he sped, 

A sermon he'd preach to the fishes instead. 


* 


He stood on the brink and his sermon began, 

But fish are not fonder of sermons than man. 

Bo he girt up his cassock; quoth he, ** I must go 

And see if they'll listen to me down below." 

That night as the monks in refectory sat, 

T wondered. and asked what the saint could 
e at, 


dish, 
* He's gone to the river to preach to the fish !” 


So down to the river they started in quest, 

And peered through the water with curious zest, 

Till they spied in the bed of the river below 

The saint and the fish sitting row upon row. 

And tis said ever since that historical night 

Not a fish in that stream can be tempted tv bite. 

The reason’s as plain as the waters are deep, 

Saint Anthony’s sermons hav sent them to sleep. 
—Frederick E. Weatherly, in Temple Bar. 

999 — ——— — 


Patrick O'Finagin's Church Dues. 


One evening, weak and weary, 
When my mind was sad and dreary 
At my prospects of the future, too disconsolate 
to tell, 
I went to Father Carey, 
Who is always light and airy, 


Faith, he never seems to bother about heaven, | 


earth, or hell. 


“Och !? says I, “ dear Father John, 
T've an awful taking on 
About my sins and my shortcomings, and I dread 
the judgment day; ` 
But your rev’rence can retrieve me, 
And with fitting words relieve me, ` 
And with holy consolations take my terrors all 
away.” 


Then, with repentant fearing, 
I whispered, in his hearing, 
Many a sad thought which I long had kept a 
secret in my mind; 
And I asked him to excuse 
If I couldn’t pay my dues 
To the church and to the priest, as the crops 
were far behind, 
“ Sure poor Biddy and the childer 
Need 80 many things they hinder, 
And I scarce can keep the devil of starvation 
from my door; 
But holy Father Carey 
Youcan make me bright and airy 
With a word of consolation from the church's 
ample store." 
There I ended my confession 
Of the cause of my depression, a 
But my sins were 80 enormous that the priest 
had to refuse; 
For hia “claim in a disaster 
Is the first—all others after— 
And the church givs consolation to the man who 
` pays his dues.” 


Sturgis, Mich. Tuomas HARDING. 


— ere 
* Might and Right. 

The people's love for Father McGlynn 
shows a wide appreciation of the stand he 
has taken for human rights. His position 
hasa high significance. It means that au- 
thority, to be respected, must make itself 
respectable; that it is not enough to assert 
authority, but that the title to authority must 
be proved by reason and based upon funda- 
mental right. i 

No more dangerous or disreputable prosti- 
tution of authority has ever been exhibited in 
this country than the imposition of a fine 


pulpit is to-day. 


earnest. We want this bill defeated. 
posed to it becoming a law— 


may fairly expect before long to see the bar 


and the bench held in as light esteem as the 
If theology is dishonest in 
its imposition upon McGlynn, the law is no 


less so in its swindle of Reynolds. 


Stealing $75 from Mr. Reynolds seems to 
hav vindicated and appeased the Jersey Joss 
and reéstablished his mighty dignity. Some 
people were afraid that Mr. Reynolds might 


Spend the rest of his life in prison, and that 


even that would not ward off the earthquakes 


‘and cyclones which an offended God might | 

send to New Jersey, but it turns out to be 
only a matter which justifies the theft of 
$75. A great scare all for nothing, and the 


Jersey Joss is shown up to be a very small- 


‘potato fellow after all. - . 
When a young brother said, as he bent over his |, 


Public sentiment has a great restorativ 


‘effect in such cases; and as public sentiment 
: stands upon fundamental right when it sup- 
: ports Father McGlynn in his difference with 
‘that beggar on horseback, little Mickey Corri- 
: gan, so public sentiment, guided and directed 
‘by the master mind of Colonel Ingersoll, 
| should be strong enough and right enough to 
‘sternly rebuke this Judge Childs and his 
.infamous work. Let such judges be taught 
| that the world has no sentiment toward them 
. but intense loathing and contempt, and such 
‘crimes as Judge Childs has -been guilty of 
_ will cease and such judges as he will become 
| rare. 


Ep. W. CHAMBERLAIN. 


May 28, 1887. 
eo 


. Sunday Laws in Illinois. 
A bill has recently passed the House in 
Illinois prohibiting the playing of baseball on 


‘Sunday. The bill was introduced: by Repre- 


sentativ Vickers,of Johnson county. On the 
18th of May J. E. Remsburg spoke at the 


home of Mr. Vickers on the Sunday question.: 


Instead of openly attacking Vickers and his 


bill, Mr. Remsburg argued against Sunday 
legislation 


in general, defended Sunday 
recreation, and made an earnest plea in be- 


half of liberty, and by this method carried a 
majority of Vickers's constituents with him. 
The following ‘‘special” to the Chicago 


Times shows the effectivness of Mr. Rems- 


burg’s address : : 


SPRINGFIELD, May 20.—[Special.]—Repre- 
sentativ Vickers's constituency is not a unit 


in the support of his bill prohibiting the play- 


ing of baseball on Sunday, and 111 sent a 


petition to Senator Garrity to use all his 
influence in securing a defeat of the measure. 
In the Senate this morning Senator Garrity 
had the petition read, after which it was re- 
ferred to the committee on license and mis- 
cellany. The petition is as follows: 


Mn. GARRITY, Senate Chamber, Dear Sir: At the 


request. of many of the citizens of Vienna, I in- 
close the within petition to you. We desire to 
acquaint the Senate with the fact that a majority 
(and a large majority, too,) of the citizens of this 
Johnson) county are opposed to the bill prepared 


by Vickers. The signers of this petition are in 
We are op- 

1. Because it is unconstitutional. | 

2. It is an open attempt to infringe upon the 
rights of the people. 

3. It is not in accordance with the spirit of prog- 


ress and liberty of our state and people. 


ple. 

" x It is only characteristic of its author's idea of 
iberty. : 

5. It prevents honest, hard-working, moral 
young men, who labor from ten to twelve hours a 
day, from enjoying themselvs on Sunday. 

j. It is par excellence with the infamous old 
Sunday laws of Connecticut. 

7. It is an attempt to re-enact the religious in- 
tolerance of a century ago. 

8. It virtually bars labor from amusement and 


makes pleasure a crime. 


9, It is infamous, brutal, and heartless. , 
, It was born of policy; political aspiration was 


its father, aud the author's hope its mother. 


It takes sunshine from the many to satisfy the 


upon Mr. Charles B. Reynolds by one Judge | selfish wish of the few. We are opposed io, all 


*Childs in a New Jersey court for ''blas- 
pbemy." The law put into the hands of this 
judge the power to take $75 from Mr. Rey- 
nolds, and he hastened to demonstrate his 


unworthiness to be intrusted with this power | covers the case. 


by taking the money. "This $75 was taken as 
a thief takes. It was honest money, and no 
equivalent was rendered for it. If ever there 
was & bold, licentious defiance of right, this 
outrage by Judge Childs was one. In his 
anxiety to uphold an obsolete law he ignored 
the fundamental law, ‘‘ Thou shalt not steal." 
In his anxiety to pander to the worst elements 
in New Jersey he has written his name on the 
roll of infamous judges. 
My soul goes forth in reverent admiration 
for Father McGlynn because of his firm stand 
. against the most corrupt autocracy the world 
has ever seen, and my soul rises to adoration 
of Colonel Ingersoll for his noble defense of 
Mr. Reynolds's rights, which must excite ap- 
proval all over the world. As a lawyer, lov- 
ing my profession, I want to sound a note of 
warning. The bar and the bench cannot 
stand many such trials as that of Mr. Rey- 
nolds. 'The strain is too great. Already 
lawyers are beginning to be looked upon as 
unable or too indifferent to remedy the mis- 
chiefs of such trials, and if lawyers and the 
law fail to represent human rights, then we 


this. 
inquisitions. Giv the young men liberty—just a 


We are-for law and order, but we are against 


little. Let them play ball. We are in favor of 
being law-abiding citizens seven daysin the week. 
Anything that is immoralon Sunday is immoral 
any other day as well. Vickers is too narrow to 
see this. Ifany man disturbs the peace the Jaw 
t the law as-it is be enforced, 
the rights of all will be protected. Every Sunday- 
school, every church, every family, every home and 


fireside, every picnic, and every public meeting 


will be protected. 2 : 

The names on the petition represent more than 
two-thirds of the business men of Vienna, and 
two-thirds of this number supported Vickers last 
November. You are atliberty to use the petition 
in any way you may deem proper. : . 

sking you to kindly lend your aid in opposing 
the law, Iam, Very truly yours, 
L. O. WHITNEL. 
PETITION. 

To THE HONORABLE SENATE OF THE STATE OF 
ILLINOIS: We, the undersigned citizens, business 
men, and firms doing business in the town of 
Vienna, Johnson county, Ill., do hereby emphat- 
1cally enter our protest against the passage of the 
bill which lately passed the lower house of the 
general assembly, prohibiting the playing of base- 
ball on Sunday; because in our judgment said bill 
is an infringement on the rights and liberties of 
the people, prohibiting, as it does, innocent 
amusement, recreation, and pleasure. ; k 

Signed by 111 citizens of Vienna. i 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER 
DEATH IMPROBABLE. 
By L. R. SMITH. 


Pamphlet,82pp., 12mo, - Price, 10 cents. 


. Published and for sale by ! 
. THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Mottoes for Freethinkers. | 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. .'These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the ‘‘ God-bless-our- 
home? placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 221-2. The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 
readings : 


THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTROL 
THE WORLD. 


UNIVERSAL MENTAL LIBERTY. 
THE TIME TO BE HAPPY IS NOW, . 
AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE : 


NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


THE WORLD.IS MY COUNTRY; : 
: TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION, : 


The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. 

For Freethought societies there is a large card 
22 x 15 inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 30 
cents. Any of these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRAVELS iN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS, 
Oloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER; 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price; Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special. Discounts. 


Addresa THE TRUTH SEEKER, : 
` 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


BIBLE MYTHS 


AND THEIR n 


Parallels in Other Religions 


The object of the work i8 to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound; 
to-show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. 

*“ It is unquestionably true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else so accessible as they are now made 
in the work before us."—N. Y. Sun, 

1vol.8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages, 


Price, $2.50. 


DR. J. L. YORK, 


The noted Western Liberal orator, started on 
his Eastern lecture tour May 1st, to speak at 
Sacramento on May 8th; at Salt Lake City; May 
15th and 22d, at Canon City, Col., May 29th, at Den- 
ver, Col., June 5th and 12th; and at Garden City, 
Dodge City, Kan.; Ottumwa, Iowa: Chicago, Ill.; 
Grand Rapids, Mich ; Columbus, Alliance, Akron, 
Ohio; Linesville, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, Pa.; 
New York, N. Y.; Boston, Mass.; Albany, Troy. 
Rochester, Batavia, Buffalo, N. Y.; Cleveland, O., 
and at other points on or near the line, should the 
friends desire it, and leave the latch-string out, 
at liv and let-liv rates. 

Don’t miss a rare treat, and Freethinkers and 
Liberals desiring to arrange with the Doctor, 
please address without delay, in care of Chers 
Brothers, Garden City, Kan.; Thos. J. Truss, 
Denver, Colorado; William Lindsay, Ottumwa, 
lowa; E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake street, 
Chicgao, Ill; D. A. Blodgett, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
R. H. Ralston, Columbus, Ohio; Roman Staly, 86 
Diamond street, Pittsburgh, Pa., Geo. Longford, 
1106 Leopard st., Philadelphia, Pa.; Truth Seeker 
office, New York city; Investigator office, Boston, 
Mass.; H, L. Green, 165 Delevan av., Buffalo, N.Y ; 
N. Hexter, Cleveland, Ohio, 


Very Cheap Pamphlets. 


We hav on hand alarge number of the following 
of Colonel Ingersoll’s pamph ets, which will be 
disposed of at cost, as fol ows: 

Ingersoll Catechised: 
His Answers to a Number of Vital Questions Pro- 
poynded by the Editor of the “San Franciscan ;” 
singly, 3 cents; per dozen, 20 cents; per hundred, 


ORTHODOXY, 


A lecture, fifty-four closely printed large 12mo- 


pages, 10 cents; fifteen, $1; and $6 per hundred, 
Civil Riihts Speech, 
Including the addressof Frederick D-uglas. fifty- 


three-large octavo pages, singly, 10 cents; fifteen 
for $1; aad $6 per hundred. 


.We suggest that these be purchased in quanti- 
ties, and given away to Christiane, and 1$ is with 
that not unreasonable expectation that the v rices 
hav been placed so low. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 La'ayette Pl., New York. 


WORKS OF O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
| Christianity a Reward for Crime. 

Authenticated by the Bible. 
Paper, 12mo, 29 pages, - PS 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 
` Paper, 12mo, 47 pages, = E 23 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 25c. 


A Masonic Vindication of Right. 
A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 36 pages - - =- = 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

28 Lafayette Pl.. New York 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 
Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; Jos, Burgher and 
L. Browne, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 
prise,the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generally . 
to the practical solution of the problem o Integral 
Co-operation. Price, $1 a year; 50 cents for six 
mentine 88 canta for thrae manths 
OLG Catalogue of Old, Rare, and Second- 
hand Standard books gent free. 


BOOKS! JORDAN BROS., 45 North 9th, St., 
L| 13117 ' Philadelphia, Pa. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America 


BY A CAPITALIST. 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty; vice, and crime. It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remedy, the author thinks. is in communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it will be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. j 


Paper,50e; cioth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


Saints and Sinners. 10 cents. 
The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered, Price,$1.25. CowTENTS: 
Section I. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life, Section Ii. What it 
Owes to Mohammedanism. Section ITI. Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors. Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Bec” 
tion Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands. 
(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
82 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christian Evidences Criticised A 


reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh. Con- 
tents: The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible. Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible: Freethought and 
Modern Progress; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and Bible, Antagonistic ; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all of 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


100. 


15c 


15c. 


Practical Experience with Poultry, 


By Gro. M. DAvENPoRT. This is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 32 well-filled pages, costing only 
“a quarter,” but as full of meat as an egg. It is 
well called Pa ons for we find nothing un- 
practical init, Hens, ducks, geese, and turkeys. 


are particularly discussed and their economica. 
breedi 5 and keeping treated of. There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 

o 


scale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition 
the poultry literature of the day. 


"TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 60 cents ; 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies foi 
$3. We wish that the friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


: HISTORY ' 
OF THE ` = 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe, 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 
Revised Edition—2 vols— Price, $8 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QOO. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thousand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
delieation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins, Price, $1 75° 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


CALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
OANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. : 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
COLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
- INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 


MAINE . 
B. E Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
: Mills). 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MIOHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. ] 
S. D. Moore, Adrian. ` Box 465. 
Chas. Sach, 188 S. Division St., Grand Rapids. 
Swan & Co.. 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
- . MISSOURI. 
Phillip Roeder, 322 Olive st., St. Louis. 
E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 
Lang & Co., 709 Olive st., Bt. Louis. 
NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. 
Drentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
OHIO. 

N. Hexter,:803 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior ‘at, Cleveland. 
OREGON. 

B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
i Dr. J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila. 
Geor e Lon, ngford, 1106 Lcopard st., Phila. . : 
. Schade, 8,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
TENNESSEE. 
Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry at, Nashville. 
TEXAS. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 
© UTAH. * 
James Ashman, Salt Lake ity. 
W. F. Re bould, Salt Lake City. 
John.A. Jost, Og den. 
Henry. Booth, Biockion, 


Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s Court, Fleet street, 
. London. 


Robt. G. Ingersoll’s 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 
„in the suit of the 


Bankers’ and Merchants? 
graph Company 


against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 


So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that Tux TRUTH BxEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


PREN GATI X 
IRY-8QU 


ARB; 


The Church of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. .The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind, f 


For sale at this office. 


S. P. Putnam’s Works. 


The Problem of F the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms o 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
** A prose, epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day. John 
Swinton’s Paper. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein iti 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts, 

Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to mə, with extraordi- 
nary beauty,."—Dr. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 
Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents, 
"Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 

other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 


. Adami and Heva, A Poetic version 


version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
. Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 


ES 
A. 


Tele- 


Price, $1.00 


‘ cop. ie the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 |- 


7 li of the above address 
oF allo THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


12m0, 160 PP., mm - . = 


GRAND, UPRIGHT | 


‘Unrivaled in Tone, 


No Is Factory & WAREROOMS, 
Cor. 87th St. SO Third DN 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 


Hekate 


PAND SQUARE. 


i Touch and Workmanship. 


o€? : 


eo 


New York. 


"The Public Schools 


The Bible Analyzed. ^ For Sledge- AND THE 

hammer Logic unsurpassed.” ` 8vo., 833pp., Catholic Ch urch. 
Deity Analyzed and the Devil’s De- —o— 

fense. A thorough analysis of the By L. Ho Washburn: 


claims for the existence Si the Bible deity, and 
an examination in verse of the charges gener- 
ally brought against his Satanic majesty. 
12mo, 466pp., €1.50. 

The Real Blasphemers. Showing 
that those who believe in the deity described 
in the Bible, and not those who deny his ex- 
istence, are guilty of ** blasphemy.” Paper, 
12mo;.188pp., 50 cents. 

Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
Hee not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 

ow that Ohristians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 


HOW TO STRENCTHEN 
THE MEMORY; 
OR, 
Natural and Scientific. Methods of 
Never Forgetting. 


By M. L. HOLBROOK, M.D. 


manism. Ith 
weneportetion for life. 


_ Price 


$1.00 


` THE TRUTH SEEKER ÇO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. | 


anonymous, itis now 
Address 


For sale at this office. 


— AND — 


1887. 


(E. M. 287.) 


+ WITH + ILLUSTRATIONS. + 


ColTTEITTZS. 


Calendar for 1887, - - - E " z 
Freethought in the United States, 1886, - 
Liberty. Address by Grover Cleveland, 
The Coming Dawn. By D. Louis Bodge, 


. Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the 


The Right to Testify. By F. M. Holland, 
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The Parson. A Story. By Si Slokum, 
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EXTRACT. 
“I could pronounce no benediction upon Ro- 
+8 done mischief enough to deserye 


I regard 


10 cents. 


oman Chri>- 


tianity as the worst form of tyranny. It com- 
mands the arm to work and the. brain to die; it 
feeds faith and starves thought; it loves oppres- 
sion and hates liberty. It has given falsehood a 
crown and truth a scaffold." 


PRICE, 5 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 


Address THE TRUTH NEEKER Company. 


SELF- CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly. reliable, ao accurate pamphlet. Though 


known to be the work of 


H. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents, 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. 


reethinkens’ =p 


States and Territories of the United States, 


The American Secular Union. By Samuel P. 


a 
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More 
Price, 15 cents. 
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PRICE, 25 CENTS. $ 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30and 7:80 r.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rate 8 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not: write 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Ear 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wm. HENRY 
BURR. Price, 25cents. For sale at this office. 


“SHOPPEL’S I MODERN HOUSES ?? No. 8, 
(Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: . 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. 
+ cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 


colored, to supp he neccessary pieces for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for E puttin ng them together. 

While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than & 
toy. It is, in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 
builders, 

55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 

$500 to $15,000; 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1 New Design for a Chapel. 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 
(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 

An Article on Villa Park Associations. 

SENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRIOE, $1. 
Address 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASGO'N, 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli. 
cal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE, 
: “The Author-Hero of the Revolution,” 
Price, Single Copies, i tama Six copies fo: 


THE CRISIS. 


By Thomas Paine. 
Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 


ration.” 
Price, 35 cents, 


For either of these works, or any 
writings, Address THE TRUT 


VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES 


CONTENTS : 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.—Zadig 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princes 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowrs. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas,— 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the White 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid paper. With 6% 


engravings. Price, cloth, beveled boards, $2.00, 
calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Co. 


THE DAWNING, 


A NOVEL. 


of Paine’ 
SEEKER, 


** Oh, heaven! Apollo is once more among the 
herdsmen of Admetus, and the herdsmen know 
not it is the Sun-god! I" 


An octavo volume of nearly 400 pages, bound in 
cloth. Price, $1.50. 


Address Tut TRUTH SEEKER Co. 
28 Latayette Place, New York. 


The Secret of the East, 
OR, 
The Origin of the Christian Religion 
and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Price, $1.00. For sale at this office. 
CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


iC. B. REYNOLDS. 


85 Cents Each. 
Address TEE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE . 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 

From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION. 
Price, 50 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
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Slews of the Week. |THE ORD 


Eprrog O'Brien was shot at in Hamilton, 
Ont., last week while returning to his hotel 
from the hall where he had lectured in behalf 
of Ireland. His driver was hit in the wrist, 
but the lecturer escaped uninjured. Mr. 
O’Brien is a Catholic, and his assailants are 
supposed to be Orangemen. 


BOF CREATION. 


s Discusston Between 
Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, 


Linton, Revilic. 


| On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 


CONTENTS: 


IV. Proem to Genesis; A Plea for & Fair Trial. l 
on. 3 


By Hon, W. E. Gladstone. 
V. Dawn of Creation. An Answer to Mr. Glad- 
stone. By Albert Reville, D,D. 
VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. By Prof. T. H. 


Huxley. . 
VII. A goer anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
on 

This is a new book and contains the latest discus- 


I. Dawn ye qrestion and of Worship. By Hon. i sion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of the, 
. E. Gladstone, . 

II. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 

By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 

By Prof. Max 


preters of Nature. 
III. Postscript to Solar Myths. 
Muller. 


QUEEN KaPIOLANI has 


sailed for Europe. 


Spars has just had 


built a new torpedo boat 


with a speed of over 33 
miles per hour. 


Tux Jacob Sharp trial 
has not progressed visi- 
bly during the past week- 
Great difficulty is experi- 
enced in selecting & jury 
satisfactory to both sides. 


Tirrany still refuses 
to take back his employ- 
ees unless they will leave 
the Knights of Labor, 
and has also declined an 
invitation to confer with 
the state Board of Media- 
tion and Arbitration. 


Tux Opera Comique at 
Paris was destroyed by 
fire on the night of May 


25th. Two thousand per- 


sons were in the theater 
at the time, and 200 are 
reported to bav perished, 
many of them actresses. 


Ir is getting to be the 
general belief that New 
York has at present an- 
other board of boodle 
aldermen. The mayor is 
having a desperate strug- 
gle with them to prevent 
their corruptly awarding 
the city electric light con- 
tract. 


Gen. xxii, 8. 


Mason Ben. PreRLEY Poors, the writer, died 
last Sunday at Washington. 


HANLAN, the world's champion oarsman, 
was beaten at Chicago on the 80th ult. by 
Gaudaur. 


J. H. Runyon, of Keyport, N. J.. was de- 
nied the right to testify in a case jn which he 
was plaintiff last week, because he admitted 
that he was an Infidel. 


TBx burning of some car stables in this 
city last week destroyed 1,200 horses, and 
the flames spreading burnt a number of tene- 
ment houses, and left several hundred people 
homeless. 


Decoration Dav was observed in New 
York with a fine parade and a big meeting in 
the Academy of Music, where Governor Hill 
was present; Mayor Hewitt presided, and 
Talmage orated. 


TuE proprietor of à Chicago dime museum 
has written to the postmaster at Morristown, 
N. J., instructing him to engage the twelve 
men who sat on the Reynolds jury in the 
blasphemy case. He wants to exhibit them 
as freaks, and will pay them $500 for two 
weeks. 


Canon FLEMING, of London, has just issued 
a book of sermons one of which is said to be 
plagiarized almost wholly from a discourse 
delivered six years ago by the Rev. T. De 
Witt Talmage, of Brooklyn. The canon’s 
bad taste in stealing is generally condemned, 
and he has apologized in a published card. 


Tue New York legislature has adjourned 
without modifying the Sunday laws, and the 
liquor-seller will now proceed to oil the 
hinges of his side door for use upon the first 
day of the. weck. Mayor Hewitt has done 
his hest to enforce an obnoxious law in order 
to get it repealed. Having failed in this ob- 
ject through the stupidity of the legislature, 
it is not likely that he will trouble himself 
much further in the matter. 


Ir is announced that the visitations of the 
priests in St. Stephen’s parish, which Dr. 
.MeGlynn was bounced from, hav been un- 
"usually successful, and will be extended an- 
“other month. A ‘visitation " means that the 
“priests call at all the houses in the parish, 
-and pray with and prey upon the inhabitants. 
.Every good Catholic, on these occasions, is 
‘expected to giv something, if it is his last 
‘penny. Those who giv nothing run the risk 
-of being damned. There are 20,000 persons 
iin St. Stephen’s parish. 


participants are a guarantee of its able character. 
Price, paper, 59 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Latayette Pl.,New York 


Gems of Chonght. 


Tux swamps of the Carolinas could tell stories of 
Protestant cruelty to Protestant slaves that would 
make the very trees sigh in sorrow for the bru- 
tality of Christian slave-drivers.—D. M. Bennett. 


Reason Was given to man to be exercise, not to 
be stifled. Destroy that and you dwarf man to a 
brute. Take reason away from man and you take 
all that is noble in him; it is the motion from the 
air, the hue from the flower, 


the light from the sun. 
Reason bids a man throw 
off his false reverence of 


customs, and embody his 
life in higher forms. Rea- 
son isradical. It does not 
believe that goodness is all. 
known, that greatness is all 
dead, and that man’s whole 
duty is to worship tke 
former and weep over the. 
latter; but it points. him’ 
forward, and says: '* There 
are holier truths to bé 
learned, loftier hight: to be 
reached. and a better hu- 
manity to be lived."—L. K. 
Washburn. 


IT £o happens that of late 
te death-beds of believers 
hav been possibly less 
peaceful than those of un- 
believers. Terrible doubts 
hav intruded themselvs. 
Orthodoxy is bound to be- 
lieve that Voltaire and 
Paine, and other so-called 
Infidele, died miserable 
deaths, and still goes on 
asserting it, though there 
is not a particle of proof; 
But it would not be diffi- 
cult, were the proof (as to 
the miserable death of these: 


——— ` 
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so-called Infide’s)abundant, 
to match these cases with & 
score to one of the unhappy 
deaths of orthodox Chris- 

. tians of the most saintly 
character.—John W. Chad- 
wick. 


ABRAHAM GOETH OUT TO OFFER UP ISAAC. 


Odds and Gnds. 


THE woman whose favorit hymn is “I Would 
Not Liv Always," has spent $230 for patent medi- 
cins during the last ten. years. 


Dr. TALMAGE denounces 99 per cent of novels 
as pernicious. The doctor will now hav numerous 
letters of inquiry as to the titles of the volumes. 


A METHODIST minister in Connecticut is re- 
Ported as saying that there will not be a8 many 
Oongregationalists in heaven as there areicicles 
in the other place. 


CiTIZEN : ' Pat, would you be in favor of home 
rule if you could hav it for the asking?” Pat: ** No, 
sor! You don't find me a-takin’ for nothin’ any- 
thing I might fight for.” 


Rev. Mr. BLANK : “My dear, I've brought you 
this pretty parrot to cheer your hours when I am 


away. He can’t talk yet, but we'll soon teach 
him; won't we, pretty Polly?” Pretty Polly: 
“ Not by a sight !” 


“SPEAKING about the artist who painted fruit’ 
so naturally that the birds came and pecked at 
it,” said the fat reporter, “I once drew a hen that 
was 80 true to life that after the city editor threw 
it into the waste basket it laid there.” 


Omama lady: “Dick, you havn’t told me all 
about that new baby.” Little Dick: ‘*‘I don't 
know much about it yet. It only got here this 
morning." ** But you havn't even said whether it 
is a sister or a brother." ‘ Well, it looks like a lit- 
tle brother, but mamma says he is goin’ to be a 
sister, an’ I suppose he will.” 


NorTHEeRn lady (who has not been long in the 
South): “How is your sister Matilda coming on 
in her new place?" Colored lady: **Matildy is 
comin’ on first-rate, but de baby am mighty 
colicky.” “Baby! Why, I didn’t know she was 
married.” ‘*No wonder yer didn't know hit. Ma- 
tildy herself didn’t know hit.” 


Parson Squrre: “I understand, deacon, that 
the church carpet is being ruined by water from 
dripping umbrellas.” Deacon Goode: “It is so, 
parson, and something has got to be done.” 
Parson: * Why not hava rack in the vestibule, 
and leave the umbrellas there instead of carrying 
them to the seats?” Deacon: “I am afraid it 
would spoil the solemnity of the benediction.” 
Parson: *t You think s0?” Deacon: " Yes; every- 
body would want to be the first out so as to get 
the best ones.” 


In a conversation drifting toward the many 
wise Provisions of nature the Rev. Mr. Mackwell 
said: * The other day,in my intellectual excur- 
sions, I came across a wonderfully sensible paper 
treating of the use of snakes. The long black 
snake is especially useful. He goes into the dense 
swamps, worms himself am-ng the reeds and 
flags, and devours thousands of scorpions and 
lizards, which, without his timely interference, 
would become too numerous. So, you see, every- 
thing, even the black snake, is useful, being 
created for a purpose.” “That is all very well,” 
one of the r«verend gentleman's listeners replied. 
“We recognize the usefulness of the snake, be- 
cause he devours scorpions and lizards, but of 


_ And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of ‘his young men with him, and Isaac 
his son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God had told him.— 


what use, pray tell me, are the scorpions amd 
lizards?” ‘They eat innumerable insects," the 
minister triumphantly replied. ‘All right; but 
of what use are the insects?" ‘The insects? 
Why-er—they serve as food for lizards.” “Yes; 
but of what use are the lizards?” ‘Why, you 
must be blind not to see that they serve as food 
for snakes." '*Of course I see that, but that only 
brings up the question of what use are the snakes.” 
“To eat the lizards, I tell you. My dear sir,” the 
minister added, “it is not strange that Christian- 
ity advances so slowly’ when we think of man’s 
narrowness of understanding.” : 


A MOONLIGHT SCENE. 


A man Aman 
In love, Enraged, 
A maid A dog 
Above n Uncaged. 
n. IV. 
He twangs A grip, 
Guitar, A groan. 
And woos A dog 
His star. Alone. 


Mrs. Prous: “I do wish, Mr. McSnorter, that 
you would come up and see my husband. He is 
very ill, and I am afraid he will die without ex- 
periencing religion. Don’t you think you can 
convince him of the necessity of atoning for his 
past neglect?” Rev. McSnorter : “I will try; Mrs. 
Pious. I will come up this afternoon and see if I 
can’t induce him to leave some of his fortune to 
the new theological seminary.” Mrs. Pious (has- 
tily) : '* On second thought Mr. McSnorter I don’t 
believe your presence will be necessary.” 


A TALE OF PIETY. 
On Sundays little William went 
Unto his Sabbath-school : 
He learned his lesson every week, 
And never broke the rule. 


He kept that up until at length, 
When he had older grown, 

He knew enough to take and teach 
A class all of his own. 


Behold what good may come to those 
Who lead a pious life, 

And mingle but with righteous men— 
Abjuring sin and strife. 


The president of that same bank 
Where William was a clerk 
Beheld with joy his interest 
In doing Christian work, 


* Of such a very pious man 
There surely is no fear :” 
Ro said the president, who then 
Made William his cashier. 


Now William livs in luxury 
Somewhere in Montreal ; 

Securely fixed with this world’s goods, 
Whatever may befall. 


And to his children, when they come 
And cluster ’round his knee, 

He says, '* Be good, for just see what 
The gospel did for me.” 


THE TRUTH SEVKFR ANNUAL. 


Price, 25 cents. 


I po not believe in forgiv- 
ness ag it is preached by the 
church. We do not need 
the forgivness of God, buf 
of ourselvs. If I rob Mr. 
Smith and God forgivs mee 
how does that help Smith? 
If I, by slander, cover some 
poor girl with the leprosy of some imputed crimes 
and she withers away like a blighted flower, and 
afterward I get the forgivness of God, how does 
that help her? If there is another world, we hav 
got to setile with the people we hav wronged in 
this. No bankrupt court there. Every cent must 
be paid.—Zngersotl. 


A SUNBEAM piercing the forbidden shade 

Of some drear prison cell has often brought 
Quiet to troubled spirits, and has made 

Dark, morbid brooding change to peaceful 

thought. ` 

So one good life will prove a guiding light, 

To brighten paths weak mortals oft find drear— 
A beacon in the narrow way of right 

To lure the fallen to a higher sphere. 


Bcrænce worships truth alone; her steady gaze 
is fixed upon the real; she never glances aside to 
follow expediency. Her work is to declare what 
is; she leaves to others to say what ought to be. 
Pure, serene, unwavering, Science Walks through 
this world of ours, a grand, clear, davlight in 
illuminating all dark places, revealing with equal 
lucidity, beautiful facts and ugly facts. As the 
rays of the sun fall alike on gorgeous palace and 
on filthy hovel, on fair and happy faces. and on 
those plowed deep with the linesof misery and 
want, so does the sunlight of science throw clear 
beams on the glory of nature, and illuminate with 
equal brightness its stains and its dark blots.— 
Mrs. Annie Besant’s Christiantty and Freethought. 


TRov hast been 

As one, in suffering all, that suffers nothing ; 
A man that fortune’s buffets and rewards f 
Hast ta'en with equal thanks; and bless'd aré 

those, . 
When blood and judgment are so well commingled 
That they are not a pipe for fortune’s finger 
To sound what stop she pleases. Giv me that man 
That is not passion's slave, and I will wear him 
In my heart’s core, ay, in my heart of hearts, 
A8 I do thee. i —Shaksperes Hamlet. 


SHAKSPERE says We are creatures that look be- 
fore and after. The more surprising that we do 
not look round a little and see what is passing 
under our very eyes.—Cariyle's Sartor Resartus, 


Tue Egyptians laughed in the faces of the 
Greeks, and called them children when they 
talked of their gods of yesterday, and so well did 
their pup‘Is profit by their lesson that they soon 
laughed at the Egyptians for believing in the gods 
atall. Xenophanes (550 B c.) declaimed against 
the Egyptian myth of an earth-walking, dying, 
rescuscitated God. He said that if Osiris was a 
man, they should not worship him; and that if 
he was a God, they need not lament his sufferings. 
—Winwood Reade. 


Fon ourselvs, we own that we do not understand 
the common phrase, A good man but a bad king. 
We can as easily conceive a good man and an un- 
natural father, or a good man and a treacherous 
friend. We cannot,in estimating the character 
of an individual, leave out of our consideration 
his conduct in the most important of all human 
relations: and if in that relation we find him io 
hav been selfish, cruel, and deceitful, we shall take 
the liberty to call him a bad man in spite of all his 
iemperance at table, and all his regularity at 
chapel.—Macau'ay’s Milton, 


.— A JOURNAL 
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Jlotes and Glippings. 


In Venezuela, S. A., a newspaper editor is 
in prison for intimating that that country has 
not progressed under the rule of the present 
` king. l i 

A Daxora organization has on its letter 

` head these words: '*Offce of the Brule 

County Horse-Racing Association, Successor 
to the Young Men's Christian Association." 


Governor Hirrhas vetoed Vedder's Special 
License bill. Some 300 other bills, passed by 
the legislature at the last session, await his 
action, Comstock's “ Disgusting” bill among 

the rest. 


GzonaE H. Disque was hanged at Jersey 
City, N. J., June 1st, for the brutal and un- 
provoked murder of his wife. In his confes- 
sion of the crime he said, *I put my trust 
alone in God, and hope he will be gracious to 
my soul.” 

Tux council convened by the First Baptist 
church, one of the largest and most important 
places of worship in St. Paul, Minn., to in- 
vestigate charges of untruthfulness and un- 
chastity against the late pastor, the Rev. R. 
R. Ridell, hav found him guilty, and recom- 
mended that he be deposed from the min- 
istry. 

A DELEGATION of New York hotel men, 
headed by Colonel Ingersoll, called on Mayor 
Hewitt last week to ask him for a more lib- 
eral construction of the law which prohibits 
the drinking of wine with meals on Sunday. 
The mayor assured his visitors that while he 
did not indorse the present construction of 
the law, he had no discretion in the matter, 


and advised them to make a test case and 
carry it to the Court of Appeals. 


Tuose who trifle with the unknowable 
sometimes bring about results that are unex- 
pected. On Sunday, May 22d, the Rev. Mr. 
Griffiths, of the Episcopal church at Kent, 
Conn., prayed long and fervently for rain. 
The following Thursday rain came, and with 
it lightning. A bolt struck the church and 
damaged it to the extent of $100. 


Tux presbytery at Hudson, N. Y., in the 
case of the Rev. Mr. Schabehorn, charged 
with drunkenness and immoral conversation 
with women, finds that the pastor’s useful- 
ness is atanend. It warns him to abstain 
from these vices in future. Mr. Schabehorn 
has taken a total abstinence pledge as to beer, 
and has gone to work as pastor at Clarkstown. 


Some Rhode Island Christians lately, in an 
orthodox discussion of ‘‘ divine ” mysteries, 
appealed to a silent listener to giv his views 
on the subject. '*My opinion is," said Mr. 
H., “that one man knows just as much 
about unknowable things as another;” a 
proposition which called for so much study 
in order to seize the. point of attack that it 
broke up the discussion. 


Tue Pall Mall Gazette says that the expla- 
nation of Canon Fleming, the queen’s chap- 
lain, that he quoted inadvertently from 
Talmage’s sermons, instead of copying them, 
in his recent volume does not cover the case. 
It appears strange that sevcral pages could 
be accurately copied without the knowledge 
of the copyist. This is not the first time Tal- 
mage has been stolenfrom. A Harrisburg, 
Pa., minister was tried and condemned for 
that offense a few years ago, which has re- 


called the remark of an exchange that ‘‘the 
standard of morality in Harrisburg must be 
very different from that of Brooklyn, for 
whereas thé people of the former city rose 
up against a man for merely repeating one of 
his sermons, the people of Brooklyn, where 
they were originally delivered, made no dis- 
turbance at all.” 


Tax Rev. W. E. Solomon, a Baptist 
preacher of Salem, Mo., was last week con- 
victed of living with too many women, and 
sent to jail for three months and heavily fined. 
The trial was largely attended. Thereverend 
gentleman set up the plea that he had a 
worthy example in his great namesake, who 
had seven hundred wives, but a Salem jury 
didn’t think so. He had already been turned 
out of the church for his misconduct. 


Tue older members of Plymouth church 
believe that Beecher’s successor should be 
one’ who will stick to the theology of the 
dead pastor. Ata business meeting held last 
week Mr. Thomas G. Shearman, a trustee, 
said: “ It would be a sorry thing for us to 
seek the fellowship of those who are willing 
to fellowship with us now that he is gone. 
We should never take a step toward asking 
anyone to condone our offense of having that 
greatest and best man for our pastor. We 
hav also a duty in holding up a light here to 
the world. It would be our eternal disgrace 
to be led into the deplorable error of calling 
as a pastor one who should deem it his duty 
to rectify Mr. Beecher’s errors, and call us 
back to the theology of Calvin. We don’t 
want to go back with Jonah into the belly of 
any sea dog. We want no man here, how- 
ever eloquent or pious, who represents ideas 
not of the school of Mr. Beecher, the school 


of which he was the leader and light. We 
want the next man to hold up that light, and 
to sustain and rejoice in the church founded 
and built up under the theology of Mr. 
Beecher, which we hav found good enough 
to liv by and to die by. I trust we shall call 
a man as our pastor who will be faithful in 
preaching the gospel of love and not of fear." 


AT the conclusion of Mr. Reynolds's recent 
trial for blasphemy, the Rev. Hugh O. Pente- 
cost wrote to the editor of the World of this 
city: ‘‘I hav read with interest your account 
-of the trial of Mr. Reynolds in Morristown, 
N. J., for blasphemy, and think some one 
ought to express the disgust and shame which 
many Christians must feel at the proceeding. 
How silly and stupid it is to fine a man for 
expressing his honest opinions, in whatever 
bad taste, so long as he infringes on no one 
else's equal rights in doing so. Will men 
never learn anything from history? It seems 
incredible that a statute against blasphemy 
can be operativ in this or any state. This 
silly and wicked statute has succeeded in giv- 
ing a thousand times the circulation to Mr. 
Reynolds's pamphlet that it otherwise would 
hav had. I am a Christian minister, but in 
my opinion, if God and the Christian religion 
cannot take care of themselvs without re- 
sort to courts of human law, both are in a 
bad way. Truth takes care of itself. If we 
hav the truth we need not fear blasphemers. 
If Mr. Reynolds has the truth, judges and 
jurors will not suppress it. That cause is a 
very weak one which will not bear discus- 
sion. I venture the opinion that there are 
many Christians in New Jersey who are 
ashamed of the Reynolds trial and convic- 
tion, as I certainly am.” : 
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Protection to Labor. 


And here let me say the so-called labor organiza- 
tions are in fact organizations of workingmen into 
unions to withhold their labor from market until cer- 
tain terms are granted. None of them are therefore 

really and in fact organizations of labor. Labor is 
never really organized except as it is actually engaged 
in industry in conjunction and partnership with cap- 
ital. 

Any organization of labor which fails to include 
within itself the capital necessary to the employment 
of labor, evidently implies the existence of another 
organization of labor, exterior to, and more or less 
independent of it; viz., the organization of labor by 
capital which employs the labor givs it all the means 
of subsistence it actually receives, and even the means 
with which it sustains all collateral and secondary 
attempts at organization, including the means with 
which labor organizes itself to fight capital when war 
batween the two is necessary. Hence it is the 
primary organization of social industry, through .the 
c30peration of labor with capital, under the induce- 
iment of wages to the worker and profits to the 
employer, that now constitutes the existing organiza- 
tion of labor as an agent in actual industry. All 
other organizations of labor, such as the Knights of 
Labor, the Central Labor Union, and the trades 
unions, are organizations effectiv to aid in settling 
with capitalists the terms upon which laborers shall 
enter into the final compact with capital whereby 
they finally become, in the only true sense of the 
word, organized labor, 2. e., labor organically set in 
motion to effect industrial results, ?. e., to increase 
the consumption, production, and distribution of 
commodities. What are ordinarily called organiza- 
tions of labor, 7. e., societies to adjust the terms on 
which men will work, bear the same relation to the 
actual organization of labor, or to Society at Work, as 
primaries in politics bear to the actual government. 
When the actual officers of government hav been 
selected, the primaries dissolve and lie dormant until 
another occasion for selection arises, while the gov- 
ernment moves on in the hands of the officers whose 
choice the primaries hav aided to determin. 

When the Knights of Labor, trades unions, 
Brotherhood of Locomotiv Engineers, and other sim- 
ilar orders hav done their work, labor is not yet 
organized. It has only fixed the terms on which it 
will organize. Its real organization is only arrived 
at when the wheels of industry are again set in 
motion, with every man at his post, the loom deftly 
weaving its product, the Bessemer caldron blazing 
with its silvery draft of liquid flame, the engin toiling 
smoothly under its tremendous burden, and the car 
gliding “oer the stony street.” Labor is really 
organized only when society is again at work. 

In a paper read before the Cleveland convention in 

May last, by Lawrence Harmon, of Peoria, it was 
stated that the fact of 200,000 men striking between 
April 24th and May 12th, and 125 000 men being out 
in the week ending May 12th, had entailed a loss of 
wages amounting to $3,000,000, and of gross returns 
to capital rising to $2,500,000, of $4,000,000 in losses 
upon deferred and canceled contracts, and of 
$20,400,000 upon building contracts ; the entire loss 
upon strikes in the three months immediately fol- 
lowing the first of May aggregating many hundred 
millions of dollars. To this must be added the effort 
of the Anarchists in Chicago to convert the strikes 
into a social revolution, the slaughter of the police by 
dynamite, and the impending sentence upon leading 
Anarchists consequent upon that tragedy. No one 
mistakes these events for an organization of labor. 
They are the disorganization of labor in its most 
short-sighted, cruel, and criminal form. 
_ Organizations of laborers into unions are essential 
to protect laborers from making injurious contracts 
to work, and they become mischievous in so far as 
they prevent them from making contracts to work 
which are beneficial, or as nearly so as the share of 
the profits derivable from the industry permits. 

in so far as they cultivate in workingmen. the 
notion that their condition as wage-workers is perma- 
nent, and dull in their minds the aspiration to become 
their own employers and the employers of others, in 
that degree they injure their members pecuniarily 
and mentally, and depress the rate of wages. They 
should be training schools for the graduation of eap- 
italists and employers. It is only by multiplying 
employers that wages can be raised. 

The state can do very little toward multiplying 
the number of employers. What litile it can do lies 
in the direction of facilitating the formation of cor- 
porations, so that enterprises involving great corpo- 
rate risks can be undertaken without great individual 
risk. Itmay be said roughly that the creation of 
corporations multiplies by ten the willingness of cap- 
ital to take risks, and therefore multiplies in like 
manner the field for the employment of labor. The 
state can do a little, perhaps, by removing taxes from 
precarious forms of production, by promoting the col- 
leetion of debt and the enforcement of contracts. 


But mainly rates of wages depend on the energy, 
courage, and promptness with which wage-workers 
leave their own ranks when they get the means to 
become profit-makers and employers. This depends 
on their savings and the use they will make of them. 
But the amount of their savings and the use they will 
make of them depend in turn on the theories of life 
and industry and society into which they are indoc- 
trinated. If they become indoctrinated with the 
theory that all profit-makers are robbers of labor, and 
that in order to be honest they must always continue 
to be poor and to rely on some one else for employ- 
ment; that the wages life is for them and for all 
honest workingmen as effectivly .perpetual as a life 
sentence to Siberia is to a Russian, then the largest 
joy, the most effectiv spring, and the best hope in 
life are dead and gone to them. - What is left is but 
half a life. If they then settle down into the apa- 
thetic torpor of feeling that the best thing they can 
do with their life is to file down the sharp corners in 
the chains they wear, to shorten their hours of labor 
as days-workers, to giv up their unsold hours, hours 
over which their employer has no control, to lounging, 
dissipation, or politics, instead of to working to bet- 
ter each man his individual condition; and if espe- 
cially they allow themselvs to be deluded by prophe- 
cies and predictions of the social reorganization of 
society, in which that day’s work not yet done or 
saved, which is called labor, but which in fact means 
only the necessity of laboring, shall be of more value 
and power than the day’s work done or saved, which 
we call capital, then they are not only emasculated of 
half their working force, but they are on the way to 
be stripped of two-thirds of their moral manhood and 
level judgment. They are on their way toward 
hatred of society, complete inefficiency, and lack of 
industry and enterprise, and social rebellion and 
ostracism. 

The point where workingmen decide their fate for 
good or ill is where they consent to surrender indi- 
vidual ambition, and to be one of a class or caste 
that shall own no property, not even the tools 
with which it works—no home, no land, no means 
of subsistence beyond the day, and no plans for 
getting out of this bondage except those dreams 
which involve getting everybody else out-at the same 
time. Wages work should be the necessary starting- 
point of the young, but the exceptional condition of 
middle life, and should rarely befall the old. It may 
be wise for laborers to sell to one employer a shorter 
number of hours per day than they now do. But to 
hold that short hours of labor in themselvs consid- 
ered is a blessing, is a fatal blunder. 
curse to man, woman, or child, but is our chief means 
of enjoyment, as well as of utility. To train ourselvs 
to avoid it, instead of to seek it, is the surest means 
to keep ourselvs under its harrow. 

The only road out of poverty is to become one’s 
own employer. The only route to self-employment 
is by personal economy in expenditure and energy in 
effort. This implies doing as much of our work our- 
selvs and hiring as little of it done by others as is 
consistent with our time and needs, and this implies 
long hours of labor to every one who seeks to get 
out of the thraldom of wages work into the freedom 
of working for profits on the labor-capital and skill 
of others. Hence the real road to shorter hours for 
every workingman is longer hours. All business 
men know this perfectly. But it does not suit the 
interests of all politicians to say what all business 
men know to be true. They prefer to cater to exist- 
ing sentiment rather than to manufacture a more 
correct sentiment; to float with the tide rather than 
to turn the tide. 

It is not true that hours of labor in the world gen- 
erally, or in the United States in particular, are 
shortening, nor is there any reason to believe they 
ever will shorten, or ever ought to shorten, whether 
from the invention of machinery or from any other 
cause. All wealth resolves itself ultimately into the 
means to command the services of others, and so ex- 
pansiv are our wants and the wants of all mankind 
that as each new want is supplied with less effort 
than previously, twenty new and higher wants spring 
up in place of it. 

The infinit elasticity of our wants is an undoubted 
truism in economics. But its necessary corollary is 
an exhaustless demand upon our energies. The class 
of men who are their own employers, especially dur- 
ing the first ten, fifteen, or twenty years of their self- 
employment, work with all the force and nerve they 
possess, not merely eight, but twelve, fourteen, or 
even eighteen hours a day. Some will say this is 
only until they get their business where it will run 
itself. But this is not usually true. When a man of 
enterprise gets any one business where it will run 
itself, he immediately adds another. When the two 
will run themselvs, he takes on a third; and so on, 
until he is loaded up to his full capacity for the 
profitable expenditure of energy. This is Napoleon- 
ism; but Napoleon was simply the type of the ener- 
getic business man everywhere. As the tiger has 
just so much nervous energy to throw off, and if he 
cannot throw it off in that pursuit of game for which 
it is adapted, he will expend it in walking up and 
down behind his prison bars, so will human energy 
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exhaust itself each day upon its work, its investiga- 
tions, its recreations, or its dissipations, in some 
form. It will not essentially shorten its hours of ex- 
penditure of effort. 

The wages class do not average as many hours per 
day of work in the United States as the self-employ- 
ing class. Itis the love of ease and the desire to 
avoid the risks, harassments, and worry of. self- 
employment that chiefly keep men in the wages class. 
At least this is the most prominent reason after the 
desire to spend their wages in various forms of 
enjoyment as fast as obtained. 

There are very few of the wages class who do not 
at some time in their lives amass means enough to 
become their own employers in that small and inse- 
cure way in which self-employment, or * working on 
one's own account,” must always begin. But they 
know that to slip out of an easy and apparently 
secure wages-earning place into one in which they 
will be risking their own savings in employing them- 
selvs and others, involves probable loss and a great 
increase of care, strenuousness of effort, and exertion. 

Holidays and short hours will not lessen the com. 
petition of the wage-workers with each other or in- 
crease the number of their employers. 

This can only be done by a large portion of the 
wage-workers becoming employers and working for 
profits instead of for wages. If wages are too low, 
it proves that there are too few profit-makers, and 
that the competition among them is not as great as it ` 
needs to be to make wages higher. How ean an in- 
creasing number of wage-earners be induced to be- 
come profit-makers and enterprisers? This can only . 
be done by multiplying the number and stimulating 
the activity of all the industries in which it is possi- 
ble to make profits. Alexander Hamilton is charged, 
whether truly or not I cannot say, with having 
uttered the sentiment that if government will take 
care of the rich, the poor will take care of themselvs. 
This sounds heartless as an expression. If, however, 
it is so modified as to substitute for the rich the 
enterprising, those who will use their capital and that 
of others in giving employment to as many as their 
capital will cover, it then becomes true that govern- 
ment can more feasibly and more economically pro- 
vide for those who are compelled to work for wages 
by multiplying the avenues in which enterprising 
men can make a profit, in employing capital to pay 
for labor, than in coming directly to the wages- 
workers and distributing bread and rations among 
them gratuitously or in legislating concerning their 
hours of labor. Van Buren Dzwsrow. 

[ro BE CONTINUED. | 


— —————— 
Mrs. Colman’s Reminiscences. 

I was once advertised to speak in a place where I 
was not personally known to any of the gentlemen 
who had the meeting incharge. A colored lady was 
speaking in the state at the same time, and no one of 
the getters-up of the meeting knew whether the name 
Colman belonged to the white woman or the colored. 
I arrived at the station after nightfall, and. the prob- 
lem was unanswered. At last one of the gentlemen, 
a little more brave than the others in waiting, pro- 
pounded the important question, '*Mrs. Colman, we 
do not know whether you are the colored or the white 
lady; will you. please tell us?" I felt a little mis- 
chievous, and so said: “If you are not able to tell a ` 
white person and a colored, one from the other, why 
should you care? If I am colored and pass for white 
I may gain a little among the people who are preju- 
diced against color;" and so I refused to tell them, 
and not one of the audience was able positivly to 
decide. The morning light gave them the much de- ` 
sired answer. 

Ithink, as I am on the subject of color, I will. 
relate an anecdote which more properly belongs some 
years later, but I might omit it should I wait for the 
more proper place, chronologically speaking. 

During the war, when I was in Washington, a ` 
Dr. Thompson was sent from England by the friends 
of the colored people to look about and see what was 
the best thing for their English friends to do for 
them. Calling at my office, he immediately took me 
for his countrywoman, and was so well pleased to be 
with one of his own nation that before I had time to 
announce myself as a full-blooded Yankee he had 
begged me to allow him to remain my guest while he 
should stay in Washington. He was in company 
with the Rev. Mr. Leigh, of New York city, the pres- 
ident of the Freedmen’s Aid Society, in whose employ 
I was at that time. Mr. Leigh's daughter. was with 
her father, and as a great favor I was asked by Mr. 
Leigh to take the young lady, a miss of perhaps four- 
teen, into my care, and show her the sights, while 
the two gentlemen should pursue their business or 
pleasure without encumbrance. I of course took the 
young lady to the public reception at the White 
House. 

Dr. 'Thompson and Mr. Leigh soon after arrived, 
and following them came Captain Carse, of Freed- 
man's Village. Captain Carse was my friend, and 
seeing me, he came immediately to me, and, with 
great indignation in his voice and face, said he had 
brought Sojourner Truth, with his wife, just as he 
would hav brought his own mother, and that the 
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doorkeeper would not allow Sojourner to come in- 
side because she. was colored. Dr. Thompson ex- 
pressed great surprise at the atrocity, but there was 
no help. Mrs. Lincoln's dressmaker, a colored 
woman, who always dressed Mrs. President, was 
never permitted to go into the house as a caller ; 
color in any degree was a bar to the entrance. Dr. 
Thompson said to me: “I would so like to take a 
colored person on my arm and enter this house!” I 
said: * Wait until the next reception day, and I will 
arrange that you shall do so.” I introduced him to 
. Miss Josephine Slade, daughter of the usher at the 
White House under President Johnson, and who 
afterward became Mrs. Wormley, wife of one of the 
far-famed Wormley brothers. She was very beauti- 
ful, and being on the arm of a distinguished Eng- 
lish gentleman, the usher did not detect the color, 
and so she passed in. Mrs. Lincoln, however, knew 
the young lady, as she was sometimes employed as 
helper by the dressmaker, and she did not fail to 
scowl upon lier her contempt at the intrusion. This 
prejudice against color looked very contemptible in 
the eyes of the good Englishman, and it certainly 
was, and is, vulgarly contemptible. But was it more 


so than the English caste that forbids the Marquis 


of Lorne, the husband of one of Queen Victoris's 
daughters, walking beside his wife and entering the 
same door with her in.some of the public assem- 
blages of the titled nobility of old and aristocratic 
England? Physician, heal thyself," is often an 
appropriate admonition. 

Inow return to my work. I was in Ulster county 
some time, and in Greenfield I had a ‘memorable 
time. In Ellenville there were two or three promi- 
nent men who were pronounced Abolitionists, and 
tolerant in their religion, and with their assistance I 
had a very successful meeting. E 

I always made it a point in my addresses to speak 
of the legal slavery in which every white woman is 
held, being governed by laws to which she has never 
given consent, and this. statement of her condition 
raised the ire of some two or three.lawyers of the 
baser sort, so that after my departure from the 
county they made loud threats of what they would 
do if I ever came among them again, getting up a 
list of questions relating to sex, very vulgarly worded, 
which they announced they should propound to me. 
The member of the legislature from Ellenville had 
served as chairman for my meeting, and was a per- 
sonal friend. He wrote to me asking if I had the 
courage to come again and speak. I answered, 
* Engage the hall and advertise.”. He had by some 
adroitness obtained a list of the questions that were 
to overthrow me and the cause of woman. I was 
consequently informed of what I was to meet, though 
that matter was a secret between Mr. D. and myself. 
My friend had also obtained the service for chairman 
of a very popular man, who believed in free speech. 
I arrived in the morning of the day, and was met 
with a welcome from several friends, but they were 
so doleful and fearful that, had I not been sure of 
myself, I should probably hav failed from being af. 
fected by their timidity. . The hall was filed, 
many more women being present than on my. first 
visit. 
and the meeting was quiet. 

When I took my place, I announced that I had 
been informed that some gentlemen, who I was 
glad to see were present, had a number of queries to 
propound, and if they would present them then, at 
the opening of the meeting, I would be obliged, as 
perhaps the entire evening's time might be required 
for the answers. The audience evinced the greatest 
anxiety, but the gentlemen kept their seats, and their 
tongues seemed to hav been tied. I had the list of 
questions in my pocket, and knew how to answer 
them without being in my address vulgar or obscene. 
The vulgarity was in the wording of the queries. I 
do not now find it, nor hav I ever found it, obscene 
to talk about the relation of the sexes. If fathers 
and mothers would teach their children the laws of 
physical life, and the sacredness of the human body 
in all its functions, licentiousness would soon disap- 
pear. The meeting was a great success, and was so 
reported in the local papers, but those base men 
wrote a garbled, lying report to the New York 
Herald, and it was published, as thousands such hav 
been since. J was somewhat hurt by hearing that 
one of the leaders of the Woman's Rights party said, 
on reading the report, that she was sure Mrs. Colman 
' must hav been very imprudent, or such reports 
would not hav been made. How little she knew 
about it then! Since then she has been maligned 
beyond decency in a hundred papers, and in a city 
of which I hav long been a resident she was once 
hanged in effigy in such a position that to-day, thirty 
years after, as I write of it, the blood mounts to my 
face, and I involuntarily blush for poor human 
nature. Lucr N. Corman. 


————— Oo 
Ir is reported that Deacon George White, of 
Seymour, Indiana, has been expelled from his church 
on account of his extremely liberal views. He boldly 
declares that he believes the world is a million years 
old, and that, as likely as not, it will last another 
million before the judgment day. 


The chairman was skilful as a keeper of order,” 


The Liquor Law and Sunday. 


There is an absurdity about our Sunday liquor 
laws apart from their religious aspect, and this 
absurdity is that they aim at suppressing an effect 
instead of a cause. The alleged object of the laws is 
to preserve the peace and sanctity of the day; and to 
this end the authorities hav been forced, in the 
interests of the impartial administration of justice, to 
close the bars in our uptown hotels, even where it is 
admitted that the sale of liquor over them would not 
probably, if possibly, lead to public disturbance. It 
appears that the patrons of these uptown hotels are 
capable of using intoxicating liquors without dele- 
terious results except to their own health and 
pockets, while those who patronize the saloons in 
the less fashionable parts of the city are liable to be- 
come boisterous; brawls ensue, crimes are committed 
against the peace of the people of the state and their 
dignity, and public order is disturbed. Here we hav 
two different results from the same act, that of selling 
liquor. Plainly there is no public harm in selling the 
uptown man a drink on Sunday, since the effect is 
innocent, and it is equally plain that directly the 
opposit is true in the case of the downtown or East 
or West Side citizen, since the effect is not innocent. 
It follows, therefore, that liquor may not be the 
malum in se, and that it is not from the sale but 
from the drinking by certain persons that evil results. 
Why, then, should the law deal with the seller and 
not with the drinker? Why should he be subject to 
the payment of a license fee which detracts largely 
from the profits of his business if his business is 
unproductiv of harm for a legal point of view? And 
if, on the other hand, his business is productiv of 
lawlessness and evil, why should he be allowed to 
conduct it at all, either on Sunday or any other day 
of the week, since lawlessness and evil are to be 
discouraged at all times? 

The inconsistency and injustice, I hold, arise from 
restricting the sale of liquors instead of the drinking 
of them. If the law would deal with intemperance, 
let it make a crime of drinking on Sunday. The mere 
prohibition of selling on that day does not suppress 
the evil, because, by providing himself with liquor on 
Saturday, the citizen may pass Sunday in any of the 
various stages of exhilaration desired. 

If there were no one to drink on Sunday, there 
would be no one to sell; but the reverse is. not true. 
Even though none is sold on Sunday, drinking may 
proceed, as we hav seen, by means of liquor pur- 
chased on Saturday. 

The prime cause of drunkenness, as noted, is taking 
liquor into the human stomach; the traffic is inci- 
dental merely. Then let the law go to the root and 
forbid the drinking of liquor except by such as can 
carry it off with impunity. Instead of licensing the 
seller, license the buyer. Do we license the dealer 
in steam-engins, or the man who is to use them? the 
man who sells fire-arms, or the man who carries 
them? Let the excise board or the mayor issue the 
license to drink, embellished with a photograph for 
identification of the bearer. The fitness of the person 
to receive such license could be determined experi- 
mentally by a board of experts who should, at the 
state’s expense, furnish him with liquor to any extent 
he chooses to drink it, and then carefully observe the 
result. If the applicant in this condition repairs to 
the sidewalk and offers to lick all the civil officers of 
the municipality and half the constabulary, or other- 
wise menaces the public weal, the license should of 
course be withheld; and if he thereafter be discov- 
ered with a jag aboard, he could be punished accord- 
ing to the statute in such case to be made and 
provided. But in instances where the applicant for a 
license, of his own will and volition, ceases to drink 
when he has had enough, and then either goes 
peaceably about his business, or crawls into an empty 
wagon and sleeps it serenely off, the license may be 
safely issued, subject to revocation for cause. 

Our present liquor laws may be both evaded and 
broken. The law which I here propose might be 
broken, but it could not by any means be evaded— 
which is the test of all sound and scientific legislation. 

It may be objected that this method would bea 
restriction of personal liberty. Admitted; but so is 
any liquor law. Of what value is the right to buy 
liquor if the sale of it is prohibited? AU will recall 
the girl who desired to “go out to swim,’ and 
received the maternal assent with the proviso that 
she must not “go near the water.” The cases are 
parallel. Or, for another illustration, suppose that 
all men were left free to marry, while all women were 
denied that privilege. Would the male prerogativ 
be worth getting enthusiastic over? As John Stuart 
Mill has curtly said, *the state might just as well 
forbid the citizen to drink wine as to purposely make 
it impossible for him to obtain it." For a state to 
concede a right and then deny it exercise is a legal 
absurdity. 

I will state the matter, as it were, catechismally: 

Question. Is it desirable to suppress the use of liquor on 
Sunday? Answer. It is. 

Q. For what purpose? A. To prevent drunkenness on 
that holy day. : 


Q. By what method do we now: seek to attain that end? 
A. By prohibiting its sale. 
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Is the attempt a success? A. Nota blooming success. 
Why? A. Because by working the bottle Saturday 
night the citizen may pass Sunday in an advanced state of 
intoxication. 

Q. Is there no law to prevent his doing so? 
not. 

_ Q. During the last three Sundays, the law against selling 
liquor being enforced, how many arrests for drunkenness 
hav been made? A. 200. 

Q. During the corresponding Sundays of last year, when 
the saloons were open, how many arrests for drunkenness 
were made? A. 165. 

Q. Evidently, then, it is not the open sale of liquor that 
causes drunkenness? A. No. 

Q. What, then? A. The drinking of it. 

Q. Does any remedy suggest itself to your powerful 
intellect ?. A. There do. 

Q. What is it? A. To make the drinking of liquor an 


A. There is 


. offense against the law. 


Q. But has not the American citizen a right to determin 
what he shall take aboard his own stomach? A. He un- 
doubtedly has. 

Q. Is not, then, your method an invasion of personal 
liberty? A. It is; but when the question of. preserving the 
sanctity of the Puritan Sabbath is up for discussion, I beg 
leave to observe, Personal liberty is of minor consequence. 

Now, I am aware that somewhere in this argument 
there is a fallacy as big as the side of a house, and I 
hav no doubt that Mr. D. Priestley, of Milwaukee, 
Or., could point it out so plainly that it could be seen 
a mile; but I will bet a dollar and stake the money 
that upon close examination it will be found to be 
only the reverse side of Prohibition. 

I hav a religious acquaintance—an Episcopalian— 
who sometimes givs utterance to a unique thought. 
He believes in the saying, Zn vino veritas—in wine 
there is truth. That is, the drinking of ardent spirits 
causes an augmented flow of blood to the brain, and 
puts into more activ control those passions which 
are predominant in the individual. Other restraint 
being relaxed, the true nature is exhibited. He 
would therefore place each person, at the beginning 
of his career—say at the age of eighteen years— 
under the influence of alcoholic stimulant. If in 
this condition the subject become devotional to a 
marked degree, and inclined toward spiritual things 
generally, it would be evident that he possessed an 
inherent religious nature, and hence should be pre- 
served. But if he become irreligious and blas- 
phemous, or inclined to draw those around him into 
argument about the authenticity of revealed things, 
it would prove him to be an undesirable person to 
hav in a well-ordered community, and he might prop- 
erly be placed in solitary confinement for life or 
humanely drowned, according to his fixed prejudices 
on the subject of capital punishment. In this way 
the scoffers and hypocrits would be eliminated, and 
only those by nature religious would survive. 

The main objection which the proponent can 
frame against this scheme is that the carrying it out 
would interfere with personal liberty, and for that 
reason any law officer who should attempt to execute 
it ought to be hanged for a pirate. In my opinion it 
differs only in degree from Prohibitory and Sunday 
laws. 

As for the drink appetite, I believe that, like other 
evil appetites, and like the superstitious instinct, it 
will continue to menace human happiness until men 
and women hav cultivated sufficient character to 
control it. Maybe by opposing it with force we 
shall find that legal persecution strengthens an 
immoral propensity as well as a good one. 

G. E. Macponarp. 
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The Case of Charles B. Reynolds. 


Iam glad that our friend Reynolds has been in. 
strumental in bringing to light the infamous law on 
blasphemy in New Jersey, and the bigotry and hate 
of her people, without having to go to states prison 
for it. On the whole it has been a great victory. 
That great champion of mental freedom, Colonel 
Ingersoll, had a magnificent chance to lash the 
religiously conservativ populace, and he did it well. 
It will hav a healthy effect upon that community, 
the state, and the entire country. Further than 
that, he has shown himself to be the fearless man we 
who are personally acquainted with him believed 
him to be. Some may think that discretion is the 
better part of valor, and that he lacked that dis- 
cretion, but whether so or not, he, with the prison 
doors open before him, dared to stand by his 
honest convictions, and this is glory enough for 
himself and his friends. 

When the self-alleged servants of Jehovah call 


-upon the sovereign will of the people to imprison an 


honest, fearless, liberty-loving man because he pub- 
lishes views contrary to theirs, on the plea of 
wounded feelings, it is a blessing to the country and 
a safeguard to its free institutions that the farce of 
the whole thing has been forcibly pictured to the 
people at large, as it has been done in his recent 
trial through the will and the ability of Ingersoll 
the invincible. It can be nothing but a farce for a 
handful of fanatics to call upon the civil law to de- 
fend a supreme divinity against a human being. — 
We expected nothing better from that ignominious 
section of this so-called land of liberty than that the 
full penalty of the law would be his portion. But 
the backdown of the court is obviously significant. 
The narrow souls of New Jersey should.come in con- 
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` tact with manhood and womanhood imbued with 
broader and more philanthropic ideas of personal 
and intellectual liberty. 

What a judge! And yet, what better material 
could be expected from such asource? Mr. Childs’s 
charge to the jury is believed to be without prece- 
dent for its shallow reasoning, the novitious signifi- 
cance of its interrogatories, its assumption of things 
not susceptible of proof, its colorable phases, its bias, 
and its deplorable lack of judicial dignity by falling 
to the argument and plea of an interested advocate 
of the cause of a bigoted people, who he claims in- 
stituted and still sustain such an unjust law. 

Uncie “Lore. 
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News and Notes. 


. Sacramento is my last camping-ground in Cali- 
fornia, and I bid good-bye with hope. I hav not 
been disappointed in the Golden State. The free 
spirit of its early people is still alive. However, the 
battle is not by any means won. The ecelesiastical 
power is sleepless. Every year large petitions are 
presented to the legislature for the enactment of 
Bonday laws. So far, however, without avail, but 
orthodoxy has the gift of persistency. It hangs on, 
and it expects some time to catch Liberalism nap- 
ping, and again pass the Sunday laws, and then will 
occur another bitter religious fight at the polls. In 
all the annals of the state there was never so fierce a 
contest as that which raged over the Sunday laws. 
When religion enters the political arena, the darkest 
passions are aroused. 

N. D. Goodell, whose generous hospitality makes 
my stay so pleasant in Sacramento, is a sturdy repre- 
sentativ of the old Californian life. He is of the 
blood of the Puritans, being born in New England, 
and brought up in its orthodox atmosphere; but was 
early drawn into the Universalist church, through 
which he passed into absolute Freethought, He 
came to Sacramento when there was not a wooden or 
brick building erected, but the inhabitants lived in 
tents and adobes scattered among the groves of live 
oak which were then here in abundance, but hav since 
been destroyed. 
thousand inhabitants. It has many elegant build- 
ings. Merchant princes hav flourished here, and 
they were the first with little capital, but splendid 
energy, to start the Central Pacific railroad. It was 
at Sacramento that this enterprise received its im- 
pulse to success. Sacramento is now the railroad 
center of the state. Five trains per day run to San 
Francisco. The railroad shops employ two thousand 
men. It was here that. the largest engin in the 
world two years ago was built. In these shops 
everything is made connected with cars and engins. 
Through the kindness of Mr. Lynch, superintendent 
of the car shops, I was enabled to view this vast hive 
of industry, where iron and wood are wrought into 
delicate and massiv shapes for the uses of civiliza- 
tion. It looks as if Sacramento would be the manu- 
facturing point of the Pacific states. The Sacramento 
valley has not yet developed its agricultural wealth, 
It can produce almost anything, even the fruits of 
southern California—oranges, lemons, etc. Its wheat 
lands are unsurpassed. This valley is capable of 
supporting a population of millions. 

My friend Goodell is an architect, and has erected 
hundreds of buildings in the city, public and private, 
wherein is pictured the combination of strength and 
beauty which is the flower of Freethought. His 
most successful triumph of art is, I think, the Hos- 


Sacramento now numbers thirty 
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things be. He awoke from a dream in which this 
beautiful architecture was outlined almost as it is to- 
day in material form. He immediately made draw- 
ings, and it was accepted by the con missioners as 
the most perfect design of all. It is a unique and 
original conception, and there is nothing like it that 
Iknow of in the world. It-is so constructed that 
every room is light and airy, and has the benefit of 
the sunshine and healthful breeze. It consists of 
five branching wings, each making a separate edifice, 
and yet so united that all are practically under one 
roof. These branching wings join in a frontage of 
exquisit beauty and majesty, so that the whole im- 
pression is perfectly harmonious, and it appears as 
one building, a beautiful display of unity in variety. 
It is an achievement of Freethought in architecture, 
for it is something new, and is not a tame imitation 
of the old style. It isa happy dream indeed, an 
ideal home for those who seek rest from the storms 
of life. 

I lecture to-morrow night, and expect to organize 
the Sacramento Secular Union. I find Davis, of 
Brighton, seven miles out, a royal ally, for he means 
business, and by his interest and enthusiasm I look 
forward to noble results in this captital of California. 
I will report progress next week. I hav just 
returned from Yosemite, and I am so full of the won- 
ders of that mighty vale that I hav not much of an 
eye for business. I feel as if I had been drinking 
wine every minute for the last five days. I hav 
beaten Paul and hav gone much higher than the 
third heaven. I hav climbed, and climbed, and seen 
the wonder of the world. Next week I will try to 
relate my marvelous experience, if there is anything 
in human language by which these gorgeous pictures 
can be transfused into pen and ink; but of nature I 
hav received her grandest impulse to freedom and 
humanity. 

I shall be at Ashland, Or, June 5th; Centra! 
Point, June 7th and 8th; Talent, June 12th; Coos 


d county, June 18th to 21st; Silverton, June 224 to 


24th; Salem, June 26th; Portland, July 3d; Cor- 
vallis, July 10th, etc. I shall be able to giv other 
dates more definitly next week. I hav had my vaca. 
tion, and now expect a busy campaign until Christ- 
mas. SawvzL P. Pournam. ° 
‘Sacramento, May 28, 1887. 
— or 


Human Phenomena. 


Into the investigation of any of the phenomena of 
nature, especially so of those which more intimately 
pertain to the welfare and knowledge of human 
beings, the element of unbiased candor and fairness 
should enter, to secure the attainment of truth. 
After having thus ascertained a basic truth, then the 
greatest of wisdom is sometimes needed in the effort 
to develop and establish conclusions which shall be 
absolutely just. In the exercise of that wisdom it is 
sometimes necessary that the door of the human 
heart should be closed against all feelings which 
would tend to warp the cool, calm judgment of the 
presiding minds. 

When judgment holds the helm, 
No wave can overwhelm ; 
When feeling spreads the sails, 
They're torn to shreds by gales. 

The great light of the present age has, among 
other wonders, disclosed an. established class of 
phenomena which history proves to hav been exis: 
ing in all known ages of the world, but in the past 
recognized and accepted by mankind only to a lim- 
ited degree. Upon these phenomena, as a founda- 
tion, the superstructure of modern Spiritualism has 
been built, how wisely is, to many thoughtful and 
candid minds, a great and momentous question, for 
nature has laid many another foundation upon which 
man has erected superstructures, only to fall in error 
and decay on the sands of time. 

The phenomena to which allusion has been made 
consist of so-called spirit rappings, involuntary writ- 
ings, trance speakings, physical manifestations, trans- 
formations or transfigurations, form materializations, 
and magnetic healing. These phenomena are given 
in the order in which they hav become known in this 
country, and their apparently permanent and un- 
questionably genuin existence is candidly admitted 
and positivly asserted. "That they are really no new 
productions of nature's laws any dispassionate reader 
of Bible history knows, but that their existence ig 
sufficient warrant for the adoption of the Spiritual 
theory becomes a very grave question when it is con- 
sidered how little is probably known of the inherent 
powers of human beings, or of their variety. Wis- 
dom would seem to dictate that the possible compass 
of those powers should first be ascertained, as a 
theory based upon actual knowledge would prove to 
be of the greater value in drawing just conclusions. 

Among the universally known powers possessed 
by human beings are thefamiliar ones of the ordinary 
senses, and reason, and memory; and among the 
more unfamiliar ones admitted are mesmerism, clair- 
voyance, clairaudience, psychometry, and healing. 
The former class, being the common heritage of ail, 


pital for the Indigent Sick. This came from “visions | are styled human faculties, while the latter, being of 


of the night.” It flashed like an inspiration, if such 


rarer possession, are denominated . gifts, because er- 


roneously considered as pertaining more specially to 
man’s mentality. That all men do not inherit or 
possess these faculties and gifts alike is true to the 
order of nature, infinit variety being a universal law, 
and that the gifts should be accounted marvelous the 
facts warrant. And yet it is quite as strange and 
unaccountable how a human beings should see 
through the medium of the eyes as to see without 
them, or as to how perceptions are received through 
the exercise of any of the other senses is as great a 
marvel as those received by means of the rarer gifts 
mentioned, and more so when the exercise of reason 
and memory is duly considered. 

Standing in full view of all the marvelous powers 
even now known to be possessed by human beings, 
in propria persona, modesty, at least, would seem to 
dictate a conservativ waiting before ascribing to dis- 
embodied beings results which may be quite as likely 
to emanate from those embodied. For behold how 
one human mind can, under proper conditions, con- 
trol absolutely the action of another; how. events in 
human lives, past, present, and to come, are clearly 
perceived and told; how existences which hav been 
are seen; how voices are heard which once hay 
spoken in the by-gone years, and nothing but the 
deathless echo left to vibrate in the deep abyss of 
the unfathomable, and this all human power. 

And further, the condition of entrancement is also 
another recently admitted power possessed by hu. 
man beings, and which seems to differ only in de- 
gree from the long-accepted one of sleep-walking, 
and both appear to prove the possibility of speaking 
and of acting without conscious reason or memory, 
in whole or in part, depending on the depth or 
absoluteness of the condition. 

And further, that human beings possess the power 
under rare conditions of projecting a similitude of 
themselvs into existence, at greater or less distances 
from their physical bodies, has-been known in all 
historical ages of the world under the name of “ the 
double,” or Doppleganger. 

And further, it would seem, judging from modern 
experience, that human beings also possess the power 
under some circumstances of assuming the form and 
features of those who once hav lived, and whose 
former personal appearance they possibly discern 
clairvoyantly as events are seen. This is called trans- 
figuration. The seizing of persons while in that con- 
dition by skeptical investigators rudely breaks the 
attendant conditions, and sometimes causes great 
harm by the sudden revulsion to a normal condition. 

And further, no fact is better established than the 
one that some human beings possess a power to cure 
the ills that flesh is heir to under conditions the most 
extraordinary. Instances are not infrequent where 
the healer diagnoses the case of a person thousands 
of miles away, and treats it to aradical cure. This 
would seem to demonstrate that personal contact of 
healer and patient is not always necessary, and that 
there must be an invisible link which connects each 
with all, making a common brotherhood of the whole 
human family. This connection is not necessarily 
spiritual in its nature ;. it may simply be a condition 
of human life, like the sea of air in which all forms of 
life exist. 

To stop at this point in the highway of investiga- 
tion, and to declare this the end of human power, 
would seem unjustifiable, especially as the road 
traveled is seen to extend further. Materialization 
stretches on beyond. After the foregoing exposé of 
human power, it would seem neither illogical nor un- 
reasonable to assume that it is capable of projecting 
parts or the whole of human forms, or numbers of 
them, into temporary being. That these forms should 
themselvs universally claim to be reémbodied spirits. 
is not surprising when it is reflected that the person 
projecting those forms is an extreme sensitiv, and 
therefore readily yields to the psychologic power of 
those present, to say nothing of being previously 
educated into the belief. It is alsoa noteworthy fact 
that these forms only possess so much knowledge as. 
may be perceived clairvoyantly and clairaudiently by 
the person producing them. If their creator is a 
poor clairaudient, the forms experience great diffi- 
culty in giving their own names even; and if their 
creator lacks in clairvoyant development, it is unlikely 
that the form will resemble the personality claimed. 
In other words, the form produced is as faithful a 
reproduction as the creator of it perceives of a once 
living entity. It may also be further noted as hav- 
ing a bearing on the investigation, that where these - 
forms are produced for the delectation of a miscel 
laneous audience, it is the favorits of their creato 
who receive usually the most attention from the 
forms, and vice versa, varied only in favor of those 
occupying a mid-way or negativ position in the re- 
gard of their creator in the sole interest of a specu- 
lativ future. If this classof phenomena were not the 
positiv production of the so-called medium, the 
whims and caprices, the loves and hates and indiffer- 
ences, of that individual could not influence, much 
less control, their appearance, or dictate their subse- 
quent conduct. . 

These forms, as seen by clairvoyant power in their- 
immaterial condition, yield no proof of their actual 
existence, any more than does an event foretold by a 
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seer. It is possible, perhaps, that they may exist as 
illuminated shadows of human lives that hav been, or 
as attachés of human beings in mortal life, and per- 
haps pervaded by a certain amount of life drawn or 
projected from those to whom they are attached, as 
limbs to a tree trunk, only to fade out of existence 
by slow and sure degrees, and to perish utterly when 
all memory of their former being has passed away. 
In support of this theory the fact is cited that, of all 
the myriads of human beings who hav perished here, 


none are ever claimed to be seen only those who hav. 


left in the mind of man some memory of their once 
having existed on the earth. Indeed, were the whole 
human family suddenly swept out of existence, for 
all that is at present known, it is possible that these 
shadowy attachés would vanish instantly and utterly, 
for there would be no memory to retain them, nor 
human life to support them. 

This same principle may pervade all nature as a 
universal governing law of all living entities. The 
illuminated shadows of fallen trees and faded fiowers, 
of the beast that walks no more and of the bird 
whose wings are folded forever, may still exist as the 

` attachés of. their respectiv living entities in the 


world's life, connected to them through the inseru-: 


table working of some life-principle not yet under- 
stood, dependent on the memory of man. . 

Cases of entrancement furnish no positiv evidence 
of the subject being overshadowed and controled by 
foreign spirit power, for it may be simply a persona- 
tion of some illuminated shadow by that second self, 
or double, which seems to be a component part of 
individual human beings, representing, perhaps, the 
negativ pole of human life. This double seems to act 
independently of the positiv part of man’s nature; 
is not governed by the will power; leaves no memory 
in the mind of its actions or deeds, and is freest when 
self-consciousness is suspended. 

Finally, it is a law of nature that whatever has a 
beginning must necessarily hav an ending. This is 
destructiv to the theory of immortality. Eternal ex- 
' istence in amorphous or changing conditions is possi- 
. ble and a fact in nature. If human spirits were once 

formless, or taken like a drop of water from the ocean 
of eternal being, they must return, in the invariable 
order of nature, to their original state or condition. 
If they originally possessed forms, they will simply 
revert to them upon the dissolution of the body. If 
` Spirits do actually exist as individual entities in 
some state of existence where they are awaiting their 
turn in the order of nature to be born into this 
world, the materialization of one of them will place 
‘the keystone in the arch of the superstructure of 
modern Spiritualism; otherwise the structure is 
liable to fall and carry with it the religion of nineteen 
hundred years. The destruction of this beautiful 
. temple, every stone of which has thus far been laid 
by willing hands and consecrated by longing, pray- 
erful hearts, is a sad spectacle to contemplate, but 
sadder yet it would be to see it standing in all its 
brightness an ignis-fatuus to deceive and to destroy. 
That this latter may not prove to be the case is the 
sincere wish of all right-thinking minds; and yet the 
cautious fears and careful investigations of very many 
superior intellects do not permit them to accept as 
conclusiv the phenomena as spiritual which appear 
to hav come into this strange world as a permanent 
factor in the affairs of life. M. WHEELER. 


eo 
Paul and Augustus Cæsar. 


The solution of the puzzle which *Infidelis" pro- 
pounds in Taz Trura SEExER of June 4th in regard 
to Pauls appeal to Augustus Cesar has been fre- 
quently made in Tug Terora Szexer by the “ Man of 
Sin.” Paul was contemporary with Augustus Cæsar 
and died many years before that emperor did. This 
discovery was made by “Antichrist” in 1878. Paul 
in his second epistle to the Corinthians, xi, 32, says: 
“In Damascus the governor under Aretas the king 
kept the city of the Damascenes with a garrison, de- 
sirous to apprehend me.” A thorough examination 
of historical data disclosed the fact that, although 
there were several successiv kings of Arabia Petrea, 
named Aretas, one of whom was reigning at the 
death of the emperor Tiberius, A.D. 37, there was but 
one Aretas who ever had control of Damascus, and 
the period of his government of that city ended 62 
or 63 years B.0., when he was superseded by the 
Roman governor Scaurus. From that time onward 
for several successiv centuries the Romans held un- 
shaken control of all Syria, and no petty king. of 
Arabia could hav marched an army two hundred and 
fifty miles and taken Damascus, nor would the ser- 
vices of such a king hav been at any time required 
to govern that city. (See “Aretas” in McClintock 
and Sirong’s Cyclopedia.) 

It is said that other Roman emperors received the 
title Augustus'among a string of others such as 
Cesar, etc. But the fact is that only the first 
emperor is or was known and designated as Augus- 
tus Cesar. 

In Tacitus’s “History” we read that “the name 
Augustus, and all imperial honors enjoyed by former 
princes, were by a decree granted to Otho,” who be- 
came emperor in the year 68; but his reign was so 
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short that the historian is uncertain whether he ac- | when the prison, rack, and fagot can be swapped, even up, 


cepted the titles. Otho was succeeded by Vitellius 
in the same year, who, being on the march, sent 
forward to Rome an edict to “ postpone for the pres- 
ent the title of Augustus; and for that of Cæsar, he 
declined it altogether.” 

At the very beginning of the “ Annals” of Tacitus, 
the author speaks of “ the time of Augustus,” and in 
the next sentence refers to his successors in their 
order, to wit, “Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius, and 
Nero" And if anywhere Tacitus speaks of Nero as 
Augustus, even as having that title among others, 
we hav overlooked it. 

But the “ Annals" of Tacitus is a forgery of the 
fifteenth century, and there is reason to suspect that 
the “History” is an earlier forgery. 

The book of Acts, or the nucleus of it, is a much 
earlier work than has been supposed. The text is 
more corrupt than that of any other New Testament 
book, but the very name Augustus in Acts xxv and 
xxvii is one of many evidences that the events nar- 
rated in that book, so far as they are true, all occurred 
in the century before the Christian era. 


ANTIOHRIST, 
M to —————— 


A View of Ginville. 


For more minute particulars inquire of the Archon of West 
Troy, N. Y. i 

Ginville is a gushing place. It gushes with gin, 
and also with beer and brandy and whisky, and the 
gutters gush with slush. Its pavements and side- 
walks are badly broken (where there are any to 
break), but the thresholds and fioors of the saloons 
hav to be often renewed. The principal architect- 
ural feature of Ginville is the police-station, which 
occupies a prominent corner, around which circle 
liquor saloons in every variety, and all in full bloom. 
The police commissioner owns one of these saloons 
and his brother another. One saloon proprietor is a 
police sargent, who hires his brother to tend bar; 
and the captain does business in a similar way. Any 
day in Ginville you may see the police traversing 
from the station to the opposit saloon, and counter- 
marching back to the station. Sometimes they seem 
to get tired, and go inside the saloon to take a rest 
by leaning against the bar. The saloons under 
police patronage are booming bravely; other 
branches of business are drying up. In fact, every- 
thing in Ginville is drying up except the mud and 
mustiness. Ginville would be Gin City but the leg- 
islature thinks otherwise. And the revenue rolls on 
as the river swirls by, and no mills but the gin-mills 
grind their grist. J. P. Gur. 

———— — 9-9 — — — —— 
The Tent. 


Time is quickly passing; opportunities to help 
forward the cause of mental liberty are available now. 
It is useless to wait till all things are favorable; 
there will always be something in the way. We can 
never command success, but energy, self-sacrifice, 
and perseverance generally secure it. 

I hav great need to remain home and attend to my 
own affairs and recuperate an exhausted exchequer. 
But under the spur of persecution by the Jersey 
fanatics, J am loth to even seem to ground arms or 
sanction a truce. The enemy realize their desperate 
condition, and are making mad, desperate struggles 
to regain lost power and prestige. Now is the time, 
when honest hearts are eager for the facts, and ex- 
cited by spirit of inquiry, to hav Tent lectures and 
afford friends and neighbors opportunity to escape 
the cruel bondage of superstition. We must help 
them to free themselvs of fear and sectarian hate, 
and help them to liv lives of love and peace, and in 
their turn do valiant service for the cause of universal 
mental liberty. 

Those who desire Tent effort can secure it by a 
little energy and perseverance. ` But “the affair cries 
haste, and speed must answer.” Write at once. Ad- 
dress Box 104, North Parma, New York. 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 
—e —— — — 


A Profitable Exchange. 


A blasphemerin New Jersey has been fined $25 and costs, amount- 
ing in all to about $75. He had published and circulated a pam- 
phlet, which contained pictures of the most vile and insulting 
kind. In one of them was a pig-sty labeled, “The Holy Virgin.” 
Hogs were branded with the holy cross, and names of the different 
churches. The whole pamphlet was a most brutal attack upon the 
sacred principles which a Christian nation holds dear. Robert 
Ingersoll who defended the wretch, attempted to get sympathy 
for him by claiming he was denied the rights of free speech. But 
the law of the land does not recognize any speech as free that is 
devoted to lampooning the faith and belief of the people. It is just 
as uch an insult upon personal rights as to strike down his body, 
or destroy his property. The offense of this man was against the 
moral sense of the community, a wanton assault upon the princi- 
ples nine-tenths of the people hold dear, and he was justly pun- 
ished.— Oskaloosa Times. 


The malignant bigot who wrote the above probably did it 
with eyes overflowing with tears. His dool was evidently 
on account of the absence of a law making the penalty for 
blasphemy the stake and fagot, as in days of yore. The ad- 
vent of this editor on earth has, by some mistake, been de- 
layed at least a century ; he should hav been ** dug up" when 
laws were in force that were more in harmony with his shal- 
low conceits. It shows unmistakable evidence of progress 


for a twenty-five-dollar fine.—Zndustrial Appeal. 
——— - ——— — ——— 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Tue Freethought University at Liberal, Mo., will hav its 
first annual Commencement this year, from June 28th to 
July 2d. G. H. Walser and C. W. Stewart will make ad. 


dresses and the scholars will contest for elocutionary and 
oratorical honors. ] 


‘Tue Wisconsin State Association of Spiritualists will hold 
its next quarterly mceting in Omro, Wis., June 24th, 25th, 
and 26th. John L. Potter, C. W. Cook, and other speakers 
will be there. Round-trip tickets to meeting for one and 
one-third fare on all railroads in the state are promised. A 
life assurance will be organized in connection with the State 
Association at this meeting. Hotel rates, $1 per day. 


Ove friend and former neighbor, D. L. Scott-Browne, who 
could find nothing to liv in Clinton Place for after THE 
TRUTH SEEKER came away, has moved his Shorthand College 
and Phonographic Headquarters to 251 West Fourteenth 
street. He occupies a whole house now, and keeps a short- 
hand boarding school. Last Saturday evening he opened his 
handsome parlors to his friends and gave them a reception. 
Mr. Scott-Browne is all that could be desired as a shorthand 
teacher, and as an entertainer he proved to be more than 
those best acquainted with him had expected. Music, danc- 
ing, and refreshment were provided, in which all joined and 
partook without getting £^, as it would be expressed pho- 
nographically according to the American Standard system. 
Probably as enjoyable a time has not been had in this settle- 
ment since the TRUTH SEEKER editorial and composing 
rooms were formally opened. 


J. E. Remssure, having filled his engagements in Illinois, 
returned to Kansas, where he is now making his third tour 
since March. The following is his program : 


Haddam............... eee Tues., Wed., Thurs., June 7, 8, 9. 
Concordia... ...::-5 «53: e e tnvo reas creo sla ie sera Fa roro ot ad) Fri., 10. 
e Sat., Sun., 11, 12. 


Sun., 19. 


Neodesha...............eeeeeeeee eere nna Mon., Tues., 20, 21. 
Joplin (Mo.). Wed., Thurs., Fri., 22, 28, 24. 
nin vs. ccissccceasadevsvecceusscacessiasceaases Sat., Sun., 25, 26. 
PROB —— — Mon., Tues., 27, 28. 


Mr. Remsburg and the Rev. Dr. Lucas will hold a four- 
days’ debate at Leon, Kan.. commencing June 15th. The 
following propositions will be discussed: 1. The Bible, be- 
lieved by all Christiang to contain a divine revelation from 
God to the world, is purely of human origin. Remsburg 
affirms, Lucas denies. 2. Jesus the Christ of the New Tes- 
tament scriptures is the son of God, as taught therein. His 
religion is thereforé divine. Lucas affirms, Remsburg de- 
nies. 

eor : 

Tue Rev. Wilbur Crafts; of the First Union Presbyterian 
church, this city, says that the laborers ** want a half-holiday 
to drink whisky in,” and that ** the eight-hour movement is 
a lazy movement instead of a labor movement.” Mr. C. F. 
Henry writes toa daily paper to say that this sort of pulpit 
utterances hav driven him from the church. He declares 
that it is left to Colonel Ingersoll, who is called an Infidel, to 
say kind words for workingmen, while the minister too often 
paints him as though he was a ruffian. Mr. Henry expresses 
too his fear that many ministers preach to the rich man and 
for the rich, and adds: ‘‘I would rather be shot than to 
hang around & church and be a Christian paupet.” Mr. 
Henry is to be congratulated that the light has broken in 
upon him. If he continues his observations he will discover 
that the clergy as a class are not favorably inclined toward 
industrial reform. Anything that sets the laborer to think- 
ing about his rights they regard as a species of heresy. If 
labor agitation dees not benefit the workingman physically, 
it at least stirs up his dormant mind, and so educates him to 
a certain extent. The clergy know this, and hence their op- 
position. The church wishes the laborer to remain a stupid 
‘and ignorant mendicant, incapable of self-government. Its 
charities are its stock in trade. It poses as the friend of the 
poor, although it does not return to the poora thousandth 
part of what it takes from them. It opposes the half-holi- 
day, on the one hand, because it knows that what the work- 
ingman spends on Saturday afternoon for enjoyment will 
not find its way into the contribution box on Sunday morn. 
ing ; and favors it on the other because it believes that pos- 
sibly the toiler may be satisfied with a half-day of amuse. 
ment and will observe the whole day following. Between 
these conflicting views the laborer is left to. work out his own 
salvation. Consequently he will get the half-holiday if he 
can, and spend Sunday as it suits him best; and certainly, 
while there are in the country so many loafers like Crafts 
and his eighty thousand fellow-priests, the workingman will 
hay performed his share of labor if he works eight hours 
per day. The policy of the short-hour movement is another 
question. The ‘‘lazy movement” is the one that advocates 
the existence of an army of next-world pilots who liv upon 
the labor of others. 

—e 

Tur Forum for June contains the first of a series of papers 
on “ The Object of Life.” The initial article of the series is 
contributed by Prof. George J. Romanes, disciple of the late 
Charles Darwin, and exhibits the views of an evolutionist 
philosopher on this weighty question. 


— — —e-5-9— —— 
We hav upon our exchange list a couple-of dozen or so of 

labor papers. We hav seen in but one of them a word in 

condemnation of the conviction of C. B. Reynolds, 
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— Gommunications. 


Infidel Thoughts on Death. 


To-day I liv. I know not for how long. An hour, 
a week, a year, or many years. 


lows after I know not. 
No man knows any more than I do. 
only as a preparation for a future existence. 


belief? I think not. 


We did not prepare this earth for our dwelling- 


place. We did not prepare ourselvs to dwell in it. 


The preparation was made by those who dwelt here 
They left us a state of society, laws, and 
customs, organized according to their knowledge. It 
is for us to improve them, for our own benefit and 


before us. 


_ that of our successors here. If, hereafter, we become 

citizens of a land of spirits, it is reasonable to sup- 
pose that the spirits who are there before us will 
know more of the requirements of spiritual existence 
than we who hav no experience of a spiritualistic con- 
dition. This life is all we know. Life with flesh 
and blood, bones, muscle, and brains. Our business 
here is to make life happy for ourselvs and others, 
and to meet death fearlessly and cheerfully. If we 
liv again it will then be our proper task to learn the 
duties of our new position thoroughly and perform 
them well. f 

The present is all we hav. The future is uncer- 
tain. If there is another life after this, all the prep- 
aration we can make for it now is to prove our worthi- 
ness to enjoy it by making the best use of this. 

The pious Christian does not make the best use of 
this life. His object is not chiefly to contribute to 
the sum of human happiness here, but to secure his 
own happiness hereafter. Practical realties are, with 
him, brought into subjection to visionary anticipa- 
tions. Human sympathies are crushed out by sancti- 
fied selfishness. The certainties of time are held to 
be of little importance beside the uncertainties of an 
imagined eternity. He livs in fear, for he is com- 
manded to work out his salvation with fear and 
trembling. He believes that if there is an eternity 
of bliss there is also an eternity of woe, and that most 
men find it; that, ever-present beside him, are evil 
spirits who, themselvs condemned to everlasting 
misery, are seeking to secure him as a companion in 
their torments ; that his fellow-creatures are hurrying 
into hell, and unless he constantly resists will bear 
him along with them ; that his own nature is prone 
to evil, and must be conquered at every step at the 
peril of his own eternal loss. And his brightest 
hopes are dashed, his passage from earth darkened 
and made terrible, by the fearful sentence that “no 
man knows whether he is worthy of love or hatred.” 

Perhaps he isa more liberal Christian, one who 
professes to follow Christianity, but is, in great part, 
guided by the principles of humanity. He has dis- 
carded hell, but still believes in heaven. He has re- 
jected the literal meaning of scripture, but, inter- 
preted by human reason, he receives it as divine 
truth. May he not meet death with joyful anticipa- 
tions, regarding it only as a portal to an immortality 
of bliss? I think not, for heaven rests on the same 
foundation as hell; and he who believes that God 
will one day say, “Come, ye blessed,” believes it on 
the same authority which declares that he will also 
utter, * Depart, ye cursed, into everlasting fire.” 
Christianity and humanity are opposing forces. 
Through life they hav fought for the possession of 
that man. Whether his death be one of religious 
dread or of calm philosophy depends upon which is 
vietor in the last hour of consciousness. 

When Christians die, in spite of promises of 
eternal mansions, in spite of hopes of immortal 
crowns, in spite of consoling sacraments and words 
of spiritual comfort, the damp sweat of death is made 
more chilly on the brow, the last agony more terrible, 
the thought of what may come after more appalling, 
by the faith which teaches that eternity depends on 
that last moment, and that in the same direction that 
the tree falls it shall forever lie. 

. We hav all read in story books how pious people 
die. - We hav been told of angels that were visible to 
them as they lay stretched upon their couches, of 
their smiling faces and happy hearts, as they went 
forth to meet the God of their love. But some of us 
hav stood beside their death-beds when they were 
conscious that their last hour was at hand. For us 
such tales hav lost their force. I remember a re- 
mark I heard many years ago. It was made bya 
young man, himself a most devout Christian, who 
practiced surgery in a German hospital. He had 
seen many die; those who had faith in Christianity, 
and those who had none. He said: “It is strange 
with what calmness Infidels meet death, which fills 
religious people with fear.” It was strange to him; 
it was strange to me then ; it is not so now. 


What follows death according to the belief of the’ 


orthodox Christian? Eternity of inconceivable hap- 
piness or unutterable misery. He knows not which. 


Death will come, and 
come soon, for the longest life is short. "What fol- 


But there 
are thousands who bélieve that after this they will 
inhabit another world. They profess to regard this 
Do 
they liv better lives and die happier deaths for this 


Immortal consciousness of the possession of all good 
or of total and irretrievable loss. He knows not which. 
A God, the object of all worthy love, who will receive 
him to his bosom or cast him forever forth. He 
knows not which. A tbrone of glory, or the worm 
that never dies, the fire that never will be quenched. 
He knows not which. He knows not whether he is 
worthy of love or hatred. . 

If the brain of the Infidel be not impaired by his 
sickness, if his reason has not already fled, taking 
with it the fruits of its labors and leaving his mem- 
ory to revert to the time when its exercise had not 
yet begun, joining in a mysterious circle life's ending 
with its beginning, he meets death in the spirit of 
humanity. He has the struggle of parting with life, 
of parting, probably, with some objects that hav been 
dear to him. That is common to all, whether they 
hay religious faith or not. He has no fear of an ex- 
istence hereafter, because he has no reason to suppose 
that if there be any such existence it will be any 
harder to endure than this. He has known others 
who hav died. They were hidden from sight. The 
elements of which they were composed were dissolved. 
The iron, the water, the salt, the lime, and all the 
other ingredients of man passed into other forms. 
No particle of them perished, but as human beings 
they were no more. It is his turn now, and he has 
no cause for fear, for it is the common lot of all. 

In the possession of health and the enjoyment of 
life, to shrink from death is the natural spirit of 
animal self-preservation. When life has run its 
course, and age or disease makés it no longer de- 
sirable, the fear of death is the result of belief in a 
religion which made a God it called good and pict- 
ured him as evil. It springs from the idea that hap- 
piness is not a reward justice renders a well-spent 
life, but a gift mercy may bestow, if earnestly sought, 
in the last moment of conscious existence. On that 
last moment, religion teaches us, eternity depends. A 
good life may be blasted, an evil one retrieved, in 
that flickering second. Demoralizing belief! that after 
death comes the judgment, and that that judgment 
is passed upon us, not for how we hav lived, but for 
how we hav died. Consoling thought for the Infi- 
del! that before death comes the judgment, and that 
at death the judgment is over and the sentence 
has been carried out. 

Yes, before death the judgment and the punish- 
ment. In life we pay the penalty for our misdeeds. 
We seek no mercy, for there is none. Mercy never 
stays the effect from following the cause. Our good 
and evil deeds follow us, not in another world, but 
here, close at our heels. And when we come to die 
we hav no more to fear, for we hav suffered all. 


“Sufficient for the day is the evil thereof.” Suf- 


ficient for this world its pains and griefs, its sorrows 


and crimes. Death comes as nature’s sweet sleep 
after a weary battle. May be the sleep will be 
eternal, dreamless. May be we shall wake again. If 
80, with the coming of another day will come its own 
hopes and fears, its own duties and trials. We shall 
go forth to do its work and win its rewards. And if 
that day is not without its evil hour, again “suffi- 
cient for the day is the evil thereof" No need by 
vain imaginings to anticipate it now. 

Death, divested of his imaginary after-terrors, 
comes to us in the evening of life, when the day has 
been well spent, wearing a pleasant smile upon his 


face, and carrying in his hand rich and precious gifts. 
He brings to the suffering ease, to the toil-worn rest. 


He is the friend of nature, for when nature has done 
its work itlongs for sleep. "Therefore, when the In- 
fidel, who measures the unknown by the known, 
still retains his rational faculties, he meets calmly 
the final dissolution which ends at once his joys and 


his sorrows, his faults and their penalties. 


The hour of death, when the enfeebled limbs re- 
fuse to obey the will, when the mind is but dimly 
conscious that consciousness is departing, when 
familiar objects are scarcely visible, or take fantastic 
shapes to our delirious vision, and voices dearest to 
us strike dull and strangely on the ear, is the hour 
in which religion tells us eternity must be won or 
lost. The agony of death, with the added agony of 
responsibility for.a never-ending future, is crowded 
into a single moment. It is not strange that such a 
death should not be calm. Nature acts otherwise. 
When life is near its close the mind deals not with the 
future, but the past. It knows no future. If any 
future there be, the knowledge of it has yet to come. 
Wellisit if the past bring up no fantastic visions. Well 
if no imaginary angel visit that dying couch. Well if 
no delusiv hopes of heaven are whispered round it. 
Heaven may be lost, angels may be transformed to 
devils, and the moment when all should be peace 
racked with doubt and fear. 

Those who hav charge of the young should be 
careful of the impressions their minds receive in 
early life, for, although mature reason may scatter 
those impressions, in the end, when reason has weak- 
ened or altogether fled, and memory, passing over the 
interval, goes back to its beginning, those impres- 
sions may materialize before the eyes of the dying. 
But if this be not the case, and reason retains her 
throne until consciousness of existence has ceased, 


the Infidel can meet death with a philosophical 
resignation which religion has ever failed to impart. 

There is no reason that he should not. The - 
vengeance of Jehovah, like the thunderbolts of 
Jupiterzhe has long regarded as creatures of the 
imagination of others, which hav had no place in his 
own mind. The errors of his life he has already suf- 
fered for. He has received the rewards and paid the 
penalties of his conduct here. He has done his 
work and he is weary. He is going to his rest. 

The monks of old whispered to each other, 
“Brother, you must die!” And we, in bold, clear. 
tones exhort our fellows: “Brother, sister, you 
must liv! Liv one life and liv it well; then, if an- : 
other follows, learn to liv that well too.” 

Brother, sister, you are young, and life may seem 
long before you. Do not waste its hours in dream- 
ing. It is very, very short. Before its early morn- 
ing seems to hav passed away you will hav reached 
its close. It is the only life, so far as you know, 
that you will ever hav. Spend it wisely, that in its 
passing you may enjoy its flying sweets, and in its 
ending, when memory strays back to these, your 
early days, ib may find no evil done, no good left un- 
done, to trouble it with vain regrets. 

Brother, sister, years hav passed -away since first 
you started on your journey through life. A few 
more winters and summers— perhaps only a few more 
risings and settings of the sun—and you will hav 
reached its termination. Waste not your time in 
idle repentance of the past. All you hav is between 
now and the fast approaching hour that will be your 
last. Do your duty in this time. Make the world 
within your reach better and happier for your pres- 
ence in it. Then, when the end comes, your dying 
eyes will not close upon the fading vision of a wasted 
existence. j i 

Brother, sister, it is here. Your course is run. 
For good or for evil you hav lived among us, and 
will liv among us no more. All you hav now is your 
past, and that is fast disappearing. The future is a 
blank page. The present is but the period which, 
before you drop the pen forever, you are putting to . 
the sentence you hav written in the book of time. I 
know not what that sentence is. Those who stay 
when you are gone may point to it as the teaching of 
wisdom, or the warning of bygone folly, or they may 
blot it out as & useless memento of 2 worthless life 
disfiguring the page. But for you life is over. Over 
alike its virtues and its vices, its riches and its pov- 
erty, its joys and its sorrows. Meet death calmly, 
resignedly, cheerfully. If your life has been a bene- 
fit to humanity, you are receiving now the last coin of 
your reward in pleasant memories of kind thoughts 
and gentle words and loving acts. If it has been a 
curse, the recollections that embitter your last mo- 
ments are but as the grating of the prison door. that 
opens for your release. The world in which you 
sinned is the world in which you hav paid the: 
penalty. You hav satisfied the last claim of justice. 
Your title to everlasting freedom has arrived, and 
the bearer's name is Death. E. J. BOWTELL. 

American House, Dover, N. H. ] 

————— — 9 8-—————————— 
Advice. 

** They gave me advice and counsel in store, 
Praised me and honored me more and more ; 
Said that I should only ‘ wait awhile,’ 
Offered their patronage, too, with a smile." 

It is well known to all how lavish people are with 
advice. I think I am realizing this a little more fully 
than I ever did before. Advice and sympathy are sent 
ad infinitum, and I appreciate it as few can ; for love 
of appreciation is one of my most prominent “ bumps." 
I prize friends’ sympathy and encouragement above 
all price. Plautus says, “Every man, however wise, 
requires the advice of sonie sagacious friend in the 
affairs of life.” 

One friend says, “ Write as you never wrote be- 
fore,” realizing that now is the golden opportunity 
of getting truths before the world, and making his- 
tory that shall ring through the ages. Another says, 
“Talk little and write less ;’ while there are interme- 
diates who giv advice all the way between these ex- 
tremes. . 

One ‘pious friend says, * Right is always right; 
make no compromise with wrong. : If you were 
doing good work, why did you not do it openly and 
above-board ?” But the friend forgets that she also 
says, a little further back in her letter, “Thee is 
right. Alpha was the beginning, but thee must re- 
member that extreme is seldom right." Now I would 
ask, Isthere any extreme to right or truth? Are they 
not like round and square; simply full and complete, 
and incapable of comparison? How, then, can one go 
to extremes in either of them? SUUM 

Now, friends, please wake up and see the whole 
animus of this prosecution. It is one of the greatest 
outrages of the age—a lot of men coming and 
arresting an old woman, who has broken no law and 
done no one an injury, demanding before her arrest 
that she giv into their hands her private papers, 
which may implicate others equally innocent; taking 
an advantage of her ignorance of “the majesty of 
law” and robbing her to her owninjury! Like their 
head, Comstock of cruel fame, they take every possi- 


must still ask for more. 
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ble mean advantage, regardless of law, right, decency, 
or justice. 

They knew I was alone and powerless, and there- 
fore put the bail so high as to preclude ninety-nine- 
one-hundredths of my friends from the possibility of 
assuming it. A lady friend in Chicago says, “I do 
not know what to say about Mrs. Slenker’s case, ex- 
cept that I think the bail is an outrage, especiaily 
when compared with the rate of bail asked in this 
city in cases of rape. One hundred dollars in such 
cases is considered quite enough.” Now, I hav no 
doubt saved many a woman and girl from being 
raped by means of giving real truths regarding sexual 
temperance and sexual morality, and yet my bail 


‘was $2,000, and no one to plead for its abatement. 


Friends, while thanking you each and all for 
letters personally and to the press in my behalf, I 
It is not my fight alone. 
It is a fight for freedom, a word dear to every 
heart. Our Constitution guarantees liberty of speech. 
Yet, I speak needed words to the soul-sick, the igno- 
rant, and tbe mentally starved, and for sending this 
bread to the hungry I am jailed like a vile criminal. 

Friends, I need more than advice; I need “the 
sinews of war.” 

Remember, I am not fighting for my right alone 
to free speech and free mails, but for your rights 
and your children’s rights, for the rights of all com- 
ing generations. 

Yesterday I received twenty-five letters, all ex- 
pecting replies, and not so much as a two-cent stamp 
in the whole batch. It costs about four cents to 
answer a letter, making it as short as you may. A 
few hav done nobly in contributing money-help. 

But right here let me say, twenty-five cents from 
each sympathizer will be at least good backing to 
good words, and there are few who cannot send this 
much. 

I hav sent it to nearly every call that has ever been 
made in our papers, or by individuals, for help. Now 
I need this “bread cast upon. the waters.” Wil it 
come? Or will the closing lines of the poet from 
whom I quote in the commencement be the finale? ` 

But with all their honor and approbation, 

I should long ago hav died of starvation 

Had there not come an excellent man 

Who bravely to help me along began. 

Good fellow, he got me the food I ate; 

His kindness and care I shall never forget. 

Yet I cannot embrace him—though other folks can— 
For I myself am this excellent man. 

I do not, however, believe that this is the end. 
Little by little the light is breaking through the 
clouds, and the sunshine of hope smiles upon the 
landscape of life. The imaginary “ obscenity spook” 
is fading away, and the real personage of good work 


comes to the front, and what to me has been the 


great trial time of terrorism is proving to be a glori- 
ous opening for more, better, and stronger work than. 


"any I hav yet accomplished. Better, because it goes 


clear down to the foundations of life, and builds 
them upon a pure heredity of cleaner blood and wiser 
brains. 

By to-day's mail I send ont from Snowville three 
pecks of papers, books, and letters, all treating on. 
hygiene, health, and morality, and through this one 


. case of mine tons of similar matter will on this same 
-day be sent from thousands of other 


post-offices all 
through the Union. : 

I hope everyone of our readers will be enthused to 
take hold in dead earnest and help the work for the 
repeal of alllaws that abridge the rights of individ- 
uals, and especially one that fines and imprisons for 
furthering the philosophy and science of life's 
foundations. If our private letters to our nearest 
and best friends are to be made public property and 
censors set, upon them, where is our boasted freedom 
of speech? Not a word or line of my public work is 
under ban; only what has been lawfully mailed as 
first-class matter under letter postage, and sent to 
those asking, desiring, and needing it, is condemned. 
No one complains of being injured by any of it, and 


-hundreds assert they hav been benefited morally and 


physically by it, and yet here am I in bonds because 
I tried to learn, teach, and educate ;. because I sought 
earnestly for facts and gave freely of them. 

Come to the rescue, friends. If you cannot save 
me, remember that every blow will count for the 
good work, and nothing will be lost. Scatter the 
seed, and the harvest will come. Now is your golden 
opportunity; to-morrow may not be yours. “Ring 
out the old, ring in the new,” and bend all your 
energies toward making ours indeed a free country. 

Till the sound of the trumpet 
Far, far off the daybreak call— 
Hark! how loud and clear I hear it wind! 
Swift! to the head of the army! 
^ Swift! spring to your places! 
Pioneers! O pioneers !— Whitman. 


May 30, 287. Erma D. SLENKER. 


PEOPLE WHO INDORSE MRS. SLENKER. 

Through our esteemed friend, Mrs. Lucy N. Col- 
man, we hav received the subjoined letters from 
Syracuse, with a request to publish: 


16 GERTRUDE 8T., Syractss, N. Y. 
Mz. Eprror: What is the meaning of this prosecution and 


.üpon, but will arouse themselvs at once. 


persecution of Mrs. Slenker? Her books and papers hav 
been before the reading world for many.years. Why this 
arrest? Is it not that Freethought is getting a little in the 
ascendant, and so this Christian Comstock wishes to blacken 
the name of Mrs. Slenker because she is a prominent Liberal ? 
I hope the Freethinkers will not wait for Sumter to be fired 


Miss Ina VELLINGER. 


4 Hvanxzs Brook, GIFFORD ST., SvRAOUSE, N. Y. 
Mr. Eprror: I would like through your paper to add my 
testimony to the worth of Elmina's writings on physiological 
truths, and to say that any person who finds encouragement 
to lewdness in any form by the reading of her works upon 
sexual purity must be thoroughly licentious, and ought to 
find some retreat where his or her safety might be insured 
against contact with. knowledge upon any subject. My 
heart goes out in sympathy to Mrs. Slenker in this her hour 
of persecution, ànd I write this that she may know it. Surely 
all womankind, and I will add all men, who are pure and 
chaste will be glad to extend any help within their power to 

this victim of superstition and malignity. ' 
Mrs. Exiza OnrrrENDON. 


Syraousz, N. Y., May 30, 1887. 

Mr. Eprrou: I am not in the habit of writing for the pub- 
lic, but I wish to-day I were, as my sympathy for Elmina is 
too strong to refrain from publishing it. Has it come to this, 
that a woman whose life-work has been the enlightening of 
her own sex upon subjects of the greatest value to them must 
be arrested, put into a jail (jails) with the insane, the sus- 
pected criminal, and as if that were not enough, with a com- 
pany of rats to share with her her resting-place, and. for what? 
She has used the mails to answer questions sent to her 
through the mails by one of the men so corrupt that the 
resting of his eyes upon purity turns it into temptation to 
vice. I inclose $1 for the Defense Fund. COME 
i Mas. FRANK RAYMOND. 


3 l 16 Gnaox sT., Syraousz, N. Y. 
Mr. Epiror: I wish my name to go before the public as 
one who thoroughly believes in Elmina as & woman of the 
highest principles, ‘‘ chaste as ice,” one who has done and is 
doing a great deal to help the world by knowledge of the 
laws of our being, especially in the physiology relating to 
sex. Will you please giv this place in your columns? I 
inclose $1 for the Defense Fund. Mrs, AnviLLA FLINT. 


: 88 Kxzrroae st., Syracusz, N. Y. 
Mz. Eprroz: Will you please add my name to the list of 
women who believe in à thorough knowledge of the laws of 
life, and that sexual physiology is one of the many things 
that should be understood? I also wish to say, All honor to 
Elmina for daring to write upon the subject. 
Miss JOSEPHINE A. WILKINSON. 


16 Gnaox sT., Syraovsr, N. Y. 
Mr. Eprron: I hav read of many atrocities committed in 
the name of law, but this one of imprisoning Mrs. Slenker 
seems to outdo all others. Allow me to protest against it 
with my whole being, and to say I fully believein her asa 
true, pure Woman. G. S. HARRINGTON. 


KINSMAN, ORIO. 

Mr. Epiron: I see by the papers that through Anthony 
Comstock Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker is to be tried for sending 
objectionable mail, or violating the postal laws. Now, do 
you believe, Mr. Editor, that the Comstock vice society is a 
fraud? and that Mrs. Slenker is corrupting the minds of the 
people? Not much! It is simply because she is a broad- 
minded woman, a deep and original thinker, scientific and 
Liberal; a non-believer in total depravity and vicarious 
atonement. She believes that by a thoroughly secular and 
scientific education and an understanding of the laws of 
heredity the people may become a moral people, and vice 
and crime be almost unknown. And now, after spending 
her best time in an unpopular work for the benefit of hu- 
manity, in her sixtieth year to be hunted down and perse- 
cuted seems the hight of cruelty; all because she has not 
used her talent and energy in the interest of the church, but 
for the good of humanity. However you may differ from 
her, Jet us do all we can to save her from our Bennett’s fate. 
Being a woman, she will suffer more keenly than man, and 
we want her to help in the battle of moral and intellect- 
ual freedom for years yet. If all were to plead for her that 
she has helped by good words or deeds, I feel sure the in. 
solent and miserable Comstock would be defeated. I love 
her much, knowing her to be pure, loving, and true. 

` Truly yours, Mrs. NORA FERRELL, 

— 9-9 — 
The Bible and Evolution. 


. JIL——MODERN SCIENCE. 


But if the Bible is wrong on all these matters, 
what has modern science to say about them ? 

Let us first of all consider the question in its rela- 
tion to astronomy. The generally accepted theory 
of modern science is that, eons and eons of ages in 
the past, all that now exists in the form of worlds— 
planets, moons, stars, suns—was one mass of gaseous 
matter filling space. 

In the course of untold ages there was a loss of 
heat in this vast mass of molten matter, which 
brought the particles closer together and set them 
into a spinning motion, which increased as the par- 
ticles became more united. 

' From this great whirling mass outer rings were 
from time to time thrown off, and from these rings 
still other rings, until there were a multitude of 
moving bodies in the universe, each revolving round 
the largest mass near to it. 

Our sun in this way became the center round 
which a number of planets revolved; these planets 
being themselvs the children of the sun, having been 
thrown off from it in rings at various intervals as we 
hav stated ; the moons proceeding from the various 
planets in the same manner. By this spinning 
motion and the law of attraction all these bodies were 
rendered globe-like in shape. Accepting this theory, 
we account for the phenomena of night and day as 
resulting from the revolution of the earth on its own 
axis, While summer and winter are explained on the 


supposition that the earth travels round the sun once 
a year, and whichever part of the earth is facing the 
sun in that part there is summer, while in that por- 
tion of the earth which is turned away from the sun 
there is winter. 

The Bible statement that light was created on the 
first day and the sun on the fourth, is clear proof 
that the writer of the nineteenth chapter of Genesis 
was wholly ignorant of such sciences as astronomy 
or physics, the former of which teaches us that our 
planet was originally a part of the sun, and cannot 
exist as a world for a single instant without it, being 
held in its orbit.by this great central attraction ; while 
the latter makes known to us that light is not an 
entity but a phenomenon—a mode of motion—and 
so far as our earth is concerned we derive all our 
light from the sun. 

But thinking that light was something real; some- 
thing that could exist by itself independent of other 
existences—and that it could be separated from 
darkness, which was also regarded as an entity—the 
writer of Genesis saw nothing inconsistent in his 


-declaration that God said, “Let there be light," and 


there was light, on the first day, and created sun, 
moon, and stars on the fourth. 

How should he? He did not know that thousands 
of years after he was dust, an insignificant band of 
religious zealots would proclaim that his writings 
were divinely inspired.. He did not know that thou- 
sands of people would regard his well-meant guesses 
as God-given truths. Nor did he know that the 
investigations of men of science would one day 
reveal the absolute absurdity of his statements. So 
he wrote confidently on, with the air of one who 
knows and will not be contradicted. 

But human knowledge grows, and day by day the 
dreams of the past giv place to the realities of the 
present, the fancies of yesterday to the facts of to- 
day. The sun we now know is the grand center of 
our planetary system, by whose attractiv power the 
planets are held in their respectiv orbits, and from 
which source we receive all our light and heat. 

Of the magnitude of this great orb it is impossible 
in words to convey any adequate idea. We know, 
however, that the ancient writers of the Bible had no 
conception of its vastness, but regarded it as a brill- 
iant light hung up in the heavens to giv us light by 
day, while the moon served a similar purpose at night. 

But, while it is impossible to convey an adequate 
idea of the vastness of this great burning mass by 
mere arithmetical numbers, still, as this is the only 
method open to us by which any idea of its vastness 
can be conveyed to the human mind at all, we must 
be excused if we ask our readers to contemplate the 
stupendous magnitude of this body by certain com- 
parisons and by reference to the following figures. 
By. various calculations, the diameter of the sun has 
been found to be 880,000 miles; its circumference, 
2,764,600 miles, while its surface covers no less than 
2,432,800,000,000 square miles. 

It has been further computed that its solid con- 
tents comprehend 356,818,739,200,000,000, or three 
hundred and fifty-six thousand billions, of cubical 
miles. Or take another illustration. The sun is as 
large as 1,350,000 globes of the same size as our 
earth. f 

Traveling at the rate of forty-five miles per day, it 
would take more than one hundred and sixty years to 
make a complete circuit of the sun. 

Our early ancestors had no idea of the vastness of 
the sun, and they were doubtless led to believe that 
it was not very large because of its great distance from 
the earth; and when we learn that it is no less than 
ninety-five millions of miles away from the earth, we 
cannot wonder at the error into which their lack of 


knowledge caused them to fall. 


To form some idea, however vague, of what this 
means, let us take a familiar illustration. A cannon- 
bal may be shot out of the mouth of a cannon and 
sent spinning through space at the rate of five hun- 
dred miles an hour. Traveling at this enormous 
speed, it would take a cannon-ball twenty-one years 
two hundred and forty-five days to reach the sun. 
With these facts in our minds, it is easy to see that 
the Bible writers had no conception of either the 
distance of the sun from the earth or its vast propor- 
tions. | 

And their ignorance is even more apparent in ref- 
erence to the stars, for they represent that, while it 
took deity six days to fashion the earth and put it 
into something like order, he threw into the vast 
expanse at one single instant all the stars that stud 
the universe, and shed light and heat over myriads 
of worlds. Arraur B. Moss, 

—— 


Tre Independent givs these statistics of church 
communicants in the United States: “Methodist 
Episcopal, 4,346,516; Roman Catholic, 4,000,000 ; 
Episcopal, 430,531; Moravian, 10.686; Baptist, 
3,682,007; Congregationalist, 436,379; Christian 
Union, 120,000 ; Friend, 105,000 ; Adventist, 97,711 ; 
Methodist, 18,750; Presbyterian. 1.082.436; Lu- 
theran, 930,830; Reformed, 259,974; German 
Evangelical, 125,000; Mennonites, 80,000; Church 
of God, 45,000.” 
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Mr. Ingersoll Will Not Receive His Money Back. 
New York, June 2, 1887. 

E. Macdonald, Esq., Editor of Tus Trura SEEKER, 

My Drar Macponaup: My attention was called to 
an article in your paper in which Liberals are called 
upon to raise money to reimburse me for my ex- 
penses and amount paid for fine and costs in the 
cage of the State of New Jersey against Reynolds. 

I want nothing of that kind done. Under no cir- 
cumstances would I receive anything. 

Yours very truly, 


R. G. INGERSOLL. 
———— 99 ——— ——— 


Unprincipled Avarice. 

No people in the world are more avaricious or 
selfish than the Christians, and no “soulless corpora- 
iion" fights harder to get money from the public 
treasury, or property from the people, than the 
church corporations. Not content with robbing the 
state of the taxes honestly due it, they would steal 
every foot of land in the country, if they could, and 
convert it to their own selfish uses. 

No better proof of this is needed than the wrangle 
of the Congregationalists with the town of Green- 
wich, Mass., affords. Nearly two years ago we called 
attention to the fight, and are again reminded of it 
by the receipt of a pamphlet by H. W. Smith, a 
resident of the town, giving in detail the efforts of 
the Congregationalists to steal a meeting-house built, 
owned, and kept in repair by the town; the use of 
which was to be granted for any meeting whenever 
six persons asked the town authorities for it. To get 
at the beginning of the steal, it is necessary to go 
back over a century. In colonial times church and 
state were very solidly united in Massachusetts. The 
inhabitants were taxed to support the preacher, and 
fined if they did not listen to him upon Sunday. 
Greenwich is a portion of the ancient territory of 
Quabbin, in the Connecticut valley, and was incorpo- 
rated in 1754. In 1816 the town settled up with the 
parish of Quabbin, which until that time had attended 
to ecclesiastical affairs, and all the records and papers 
were transferred to the selectmen of Greenwich. This 
wiped out the parish, and the town provided the 
provender for the religious beast. In 1823, ten 
years before Massachusetts separated church and 
state, Greenwich voted to “build a new house, to be 
used as town-house and a place for publie worship.” 
The house has been used, in accordance with this 
vote, by Calvinists, Methodists, Universalists, and 
Unitarians. The town has always paid the bills of 
the house, appointed committees to look after it, sold 
the seats therein, apportioned its use between the 
different sects, and on one occasion appointed a com- 
mittee to “effect a compromise, and a more harmo- 
nious state of feeling among them.” In 1865 the 
Congregationalists became incorporated. In 1880 
the meeting-house needed extensiv repairs, and an 
offer was made openly in town-meeting to giv the 
house to the Congregationalists if they would repair 
it. They declined to receive it. The pew-rents were 


your musket and cartridges all right?" 


then used to repair the house, which, with private 
subscriptions and an additional $1,000 raised by tax- 
ation, put it once more in substantial order. After- 
ward the town shingled it at an expense of between 
one and two hundred dollars. 

In 1883, Mr. H. W. Smith, a Liberal Unitarian, 
with Spiritualistie tendencies, desired the use of the 
house for a Spiritualistic lecture. The Congrega- 
tionalists were using the house in the morning, and 
the selectmen granted it to Mr. Smith for the after- 
noon. After the posters announcing the lecture had 
been put up, a deacon of the church called at Mr. 
Smith’s house and informed him that “the line must 
be drawn somewhere,” meaning that the orthodox 
folks would not tolerate a Spiritual meeting in the 
house—though what right they had to object no one 
knew. Mr. Smith yielded his right as a citizen, and 
the Spiritual lecture was delivered in his own parlors. 
Mr. Smith then carried the matter into town meet- 
ing, and the citizens voted again that the house 
should be free for all. But Mr. Smith did not desire 
further trouble, and he built a church of his own. 

In 1885 Mr. Chandler Powers engaged Charles 
Watts to deliver a lecture in Greenwich, and six per- 
sons asked the selectmen for the use of the meeting- 
house, which was granted. It was then the Calvinists 
came out strong. Though the house was built by 
vote of the town in 1823; though the town had paid 
all the bills; though the Calvinists were not organ- 
ized till 1865; though they had once refused to 
accept the building ; though all sorts of sects, except 
Spiritualists, had used the house—they now came 
forward and claimed the house on the ground that 
they were the heirs of the Puritans of the Quabbin 
parish! The fact that the Quabbin parish had been 


merged in the town in 1816 and the house not built 


till 1823 made no difference to them. Three of their 


number resolved themselvs into a parish committee, 
and nine days before Mr. Watts’s lecture issued a 


warrant calling a parish meeting to consider the 
claim of the town to the right to grant the use of 
the hall! The town paid no attention to the warrant, 
and the society enacted its little farce of holding a 
meeting with closed doors. Mr. Watts was to lecture 
on Sunday, the 18th of October. Toward night, on 
the preceding Saturday, the citizens of Greenwich 
were somewhat astounded at the sound of hammer 
and ax in the direction of the church, and to see that 


the doors were being barricaded by the Orthodox 
Congregational Society, and men busy transporting 


the necessary comforts for a night’s camp in the 
church. Blankets, stove, and provisions were carried 
in, and men installed inside; while, later, a deacon of 
the society was heard to ask from the outside, “ Are 
This was 
answered affirmativly. 

On Sunday, October 18th, the Orthodox Congre- 
gational Society of Greenwich: sanctioned, or em- 
ployed, a sheriff to parade the grounds and steps 


of the town’s meeting-house, within whose walls were 
pews belonging to many of the petitioners, who were 


debarred and forbidden to enter the “sanctuary of 
the Lord” “at their peril.” Just before the ap- 


pointed hour for the lecture by Mr. Watts, knots of 


villagers were gathered here and there on the town 
common, while the sheriff occasionally warned the 
too-venturesome straggler to “keep off of forbidden 


ground.” At 3 o'clock the town hall, close by the 
meeting-house, was occupied by a large audience. 
After dispersing, nothing was heard to break the 
stillness of a New England Sabbath evening but the 
tread of the sheriff, and his repeated warnings. 


Immediately after this, the legal fight began, the 


Congregationalists suing the town, and attaching 
its property to the amount of a thousand dollars, for 


granting the use of the house. Of course the town 


had to respond, or be defaulted. A town-meeting 


was called, and the Congregationalists rallied their 


members to vote against the town defending itself ! 


They were defeated, and the case finally landed in 
the supreme court, which appointed a master to take 
testimony, and there the matter rests. Once since, 
the society endeavored to get the town to drop the 
suit, but they were outvoted, and until the case is 
settled the town owns the building, though the soci- 
ety controls it by force. 

This is one of the most flagrantly dishonest acts 
ever committed by the church, and is directly aimed 
at the Liberals and Spiritualists of the town. To 
prevent these latter from having a lecture, the Cal- 
vinists deliberately plan to steal a building to which 


| they hav no more claim than hav the Freethinkers 


themselvs. It is another proof that the dominant 
religious party in this country is tyrannical, narrow, 
and tremendously dishonest. This is the result of 
their religion, and the religion ought to go much 
faster than it is going. 

2 ——————— 


Help People Before Hitting Them. 


We printed last week the appeal of the National 
Defense Association for substantial aid for Mrs. 
Slenker in her approaching trial. This issue contains 
& letter from Mrs. Slenker, and several indorse- 
ments of her and of her work. We hope the appeal 
will be successful, and that the good opinions printed 
will call around her many more friends. 

There is great need of help for Mrs. Slenker, aid 
that of a practical kind. A good lawyer is badly 
needed at her end of the line of communication. To . 
the general public the mystery encircling this case is 
as impenetrable as a sea fog. No- one can find out 
just what are the words and sentences and para- 
graphs upon which she is held. Even the sentiments 
expressed are largely subjects of surmises. If the 
grand jury hav indicted her, a copy of the indictment 
has not found its way to the public. Even the sub- 
stance of the warrant for her arrest is still a matter 
of conjecture. It is probably this lack of facts which 
leads Mr. H. L. Green to say in the Preethinkers’ 
Magazine for June: l 

“ Elmina Drake Slenker, the well-known Freethought 
writer, has been arrested on the charge of circulating obscene 
literature through the mails. From what we learn we hav 
no doubt of Mrs. Slenker’s guilt—she herself seems to admit 
the charge made against her—and yet, at the same time, we 
are sure that Mrs. Slenker really thought she was serving hu- 
manity in what she has been doing. She is evidently a crank 
on the sexual question, as are many other very good people, 
and who are Constantly, unintentionally, bringing Free- 
thought into disrepute by their injudicious manner of pro- 
mulgating their opinions. Butif people hav no more discre- 
tion than to violate, knowingly, the established usages of 
society, and the laws of the country, they should be prepared 
to suffer the consequences without murmuring, and should 
not expect those who condemn their course to come to their 
aid when they get into trouble. We regret, very much, that 
so good a woman should hav permitted herself to be thus 
entangled in the meshes of the law, and disgrace the cause 
of Freethought which she has heretofore so bravely advo- 


“cated.” 


Personally, we are a little better off in this matter 
than Mr. Green and the public. We hav been shown 
“samples” of the style of correspondence indulged 
in by the “ring” spoken of by Mrs. Slenker, but not 
the identical matter complained of. The samples, 
we frankly confess, we do not like. In fact, they are 
excessivly distasteful, and we wonder that grown-up 
people should consider them contributions to science. 
But, with possibly one exception, they cannot by any 
stretch be classed as obscene, measured even by 
Benedict’s definition of the word. And that one is. 
cleaner than matter found in standard medical works. 
Thus far the facts, as we know them. 

Keeping these facts in mind, then, the case has two 
aspects—the legal and the moral. Viewed from 
either, we consider Mrs. Slenker guiltless. In the 
first place, the law is unconstitutional, and capable 
of being, and has been, used for malicious and wicked 
purposes. Secondly, the matter complained of was 
private correspondence. It was not sold, nor adver- 
tised to be sold. It was simply the comparison of 
views on & certain subject by many persons who 
could not meet together, and were therefore com- 
pelled to write. They wrote as they would talk, and 
their letters were intended for themselvs only. 
Third, the matter written is not of that class, as de- 
fined by the Attorney-General of the United States, 
“the object of which is to excite the imagination and 
inflame the passions.” Fourth, there should not be 
a legal standard of orthodoxy in medicin, falling be- 
low which the dabbler in physic should be punished. 
The most orthodox physicians lose the most patients 
because of their inability or disinclination to learn 
new methods. The first doctor who let the blood 
stay in a patient’s veins, or gave cold water to a man 
in the heat of fever, was considered a heretic by the 
“regular” school, but nevertheless he was a benefac- 
tor of the race. And it is, moreover, a generally ad- 
mitted fact that reforms in any profession are insti- 
tuted by persons outside of that profession. But it 
has also been generally observed that under the nar- 
rowing influences of the prevalent religious ortho- 
doxy, the professionally orthodox can say and do, 
without limitation, what the layman who experiments 
and speculates is punished for doing. Mrs. Slenker 
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and her friends hav been engaged in propagating a 
theory regarding the relations of the different factors 
of the human race which should do away with the 
suffering entailed upon one of those factors by the 
animal brutality of the other factor. The purpose is 
certainly good. In advocating lives of purity they 
hav necessarily supported their theory with facts 
showing the harmfulness of the opposit way of liv- 
ing. Medical writers do the same in stating the re- 
sults of any investigation in any particular direction, 
but they are legally and rightfully protected. When 
Dr. Foote was before the Senate Committee opposing 
the “disgusting” bill to which we called attention 
last week, he explained that by it the power was con- 
ferred on district-attorneys to suppress all medical 
books. . Comstock, who sat on the opposit side of 
table, grandiloquently said, “Oh, we shan’t trouble 


standard medical works; only the quack books." 


No such legal power should be conferred upon any 
person, for he might get the notion into his head, if 
he hated the publisher, that what a great many re- 
gard as a standard work is, after all, of quackish 
tendencies. 

The moral side of the question is equally plain 
and in favor of Mrs. Slenker. That which makes for 
good is moral, and that which works harm is im- 
moral. Christian morality—that is, those precepts 
founded on Christian dogmas—is much of it highly 
immoral. Natural morality, as the Nine Demands of 
Liberalism phrase it, is the true basis of human 
action, and the true criterion for human judgment. 
Natural morality is founded upon the experience of 
the human race. 
be moral; all bad to be immoral. If Mrs. Slenker 
had injured any one, she would hav committed an 
immoral act. But no one claims to hav been injured 
by anything she has said, written, or done—not even 
the hired spies of the soapboiler’s society. Why, 
then, should she be punished? It is not for us, it is 
not for the church, it is not for any government offi- 
cer, it is not for any person or persons on earth, to 
set themselvs up as censors to say, because Mrs. 
Slenker has deposited in the mails written senti- 
ments which they disapprove, expressions they re- 
gard as in bad taste, sentences they look upon as in- 
delicate, that she must go to prison. Who would 
escape if the majority could do this and the majority 
changed their minds occasionally? Mrs. Slenker's 
advice—given from conclusions drawn from the very 
facts for presenting which she is arrested—has 
benefited many persons, making their lives happier, 
and by so much added to the sum of human joy. If 
she has done this, why magnify a molehill of bad 
taste, perhaps, into a mountain of criminality? One 
wife made happier, one husband made more kind, 
one mother benefited, one daughter saved, outweigh 
all the criticisms of words one is disposed to in- 
dulge in. 

Mrs. Slenker should be drawn away from the door 
of the prison before we cudgel her too severely for 
her indiscretion in working for humanity’s good in 
what she considers a legitimate manner. 


An Enterprising Man. 

Mr. James Lamar, the proprietor of a Chicago 
dime museum, who has offered $500 to the Reynolds 
jury in the blasphemy case if they will allow him to 
exhibit them as two weeks’ wonders, certainly has not 
missed his calling as a purveyor of curiosities. His 
recognition of the unique nature of these Jerseymen 
stamps him at once as a second Barnum. 

The foundation of Professor Barnum’s fortune was 
laid when he discovered and utilized as a freak the 
physically diminutiv Gen. Tom Thumb. . Mr. Lamar, 
with equal prescience, recognizes that mentally the 
Reynolds jurymen are undoubtedly the prize midgets 
of the world, and as such would prove a drawing 
card in a city like Chicago. Of course, in their nativ 
town, where men like Mr. Cutler are district attor- 
neys, and others like Childs sit upon the judge's 
bench, microscopical intellects do not excite remark. 

Again, what a scope these men would afford for 
the oratorical powers of the dime museum lecturer. 
His remarks about the Wild Man of Borneo hav long 
since palled upon the public ear. The living skeleton, 
the fat woman, and the electric girlarechestnuts. The 
Circassian lady, with long and upright hair, who 
caresses the toothless and inanimate python of the 
jungles, is no longer new; and even the bridge- 
jumpers are falling into a depth of forgetfulness, 
beside which their falls off the Brooklyn Bridge 


Experience proclaims all good to’ 


dwindle to small proportions. Of course these are 
necessary to the full complement of dime museum 
curiosities, as the true cross is indispensable to com- 


plete the furniture of every Catholic cathedral, 


though, as observed, they hav been overtaken by 
desuetude. But, giving them a passing notice, when 
the lecturer reached the Jersey jury, how could he 
do justice to his subject? We should hear him say: 
“Now, ladies and gentlemen, allow me to call your 
attention to twelve of the greatest living products of 
misguided nature discoverable within the utmost 
confines of this terrestrial ball. How can I name 
them? Words fail me, but I must proceed. These 
creatures, ladies and gentlemen, formed in the image 
and likeness of men, are the twelve beings who, in 
this hind quarter of the nineteenth century, sitting in 
the jury box at Morristown, N. J., May the 20th, 
1887, rendered a verdict of guilty in the case of 
Charles B. Reynolds, charged with the crime of blas- 
phemy! Let me name them. The first one is 
Jacob Ogden. You will observe that he is alive. I 
thrust a pin into him and he moves. Marvelous! 
He is a member of the Christian church, but does not 
possess sufficient intelligence to distinguish one 
denomination from another. The second of these 
great living curiosities is Lewis Boing. He has 
never heard that there is such a thing as a church— 
otherwise he would be a Presbyterian. He also be- 
longs to organic nature. The third is Andrew B. 
Cogan. "He knows enough to be a Roman Catholic, 
and there cerebration ceases. Then we hav Paul H. 
Mandeville and George Schuyler. The first was 
named Paul because he will lie for the glory of God, 
and the second was called George, after the father of 
our country, because he cannot tell a lie, or the truth 
either. The sixth is Michael Rourke, who in spite of 
his Greek name isa Roman Catholic from away back. 
Need I say more as to his intelligence? Eugene 
Buchanan, to whom I next invite your polite atten- 
tion, is a Methodist. How could the utter lack of 
reason, nature's best gift, be more laconically stated ? 
No. 8 is Leo De Hart. No church will own him, and 
here, ladies and gentlemen, he first finds his God- 
appointed sphere. To place him elsewhere would be 
to question the wisdom of the creator. Horace L. 


‘Dunham, the ninth—to this one the same remarks 


apply as in the case of Jacob Ogden. Of Lemuel E. 
Pierson, the tenth, I may say that hé does not know the 
price of putty. He was in training for that step in 
scientific knowledge when drafted upon this jury. 
Benjamin Flaharty and John MeTiernan, the eleventh, 
the twelfth, and the last, we may consider together, 
their mentality being so dormant that the combined 
perspicacity of the two would be insufficient to send 
one of them into the house during a shower. Now, 
ladies and gentlemen, allow me to close with the 
remark with which I opened this address, namely, 
that you hav here before you twelve of the greatest 
living curiosities discoverable within the confines of 
this terrestrial ball. And permit me to add that the 
proprietor of this museum is negotiating with the 
authorities of New Jersey to secure for your enter- 
tainment next week both the attorney and the judge 
who acted as prosecutors in this remarkable case. 
You will now pass to the auditorium below and wit- 
ness the Rev. T: DeWitt Talmage in his great prayer 
and dance act.” : 

Such a combination as is here foreshadowed would 
open up anew era in the dime museum business. 
Interest might be prolonged by occasionally adding 
to the collection one of those religious editors who 


indorse the action of the jury. 
eor 


Editorial Notes. 


No one but a determined bigot will deny that the one great issue 
in American politics is Prohibition.—Address to the Kentucky Pro- 
hibitionists. 


It is indeed a great question. It isa question whether two 
men shall décide how a third man shall run his own stomach, 
and then by brute force compel him to abide by their decision. 


Tue so-called Reformed Presbyterians met the other day 
in synod, and after à long discussion resolved ‘‘ that Chris- 
tian professors free themselvs from all participation in and 
responsibility. for the sin of Sabbath-breaking.” We trust 
the synod willlet the world know the number of professed 
Christians who keep this formal resolve. The statistics 
would be interesting. 


Tue Christian at Work says that “God and religion are 
necessary to man." We cannot admit this. The Jewish 
God is a tyrant; the Christian religion has ever worked evil 
to those who hav lived under its influence, and we do not 
think that tyrants and religious persecutions are beneficial to 
any race. God and religion, we believe, are necessary to 
New Jerseyites alone. 


Tur Church Messenger, of Charlotte, North Carolina, is a 
scandalously dishonest sheet. In reply to a correspondent, 
asking for the particulars of Voltaire’s death, it prints an in- 
famous libel upon the French philosopher, and excuses itself 
by saying it is ‘‘ the best that we can do.” The account is, 
perhaps, the best for Christianity, but for truth it is the worst 
that religious ingenuity could devise. f 


Se See 

Tue Toledo Blade is canvassing its readers’ choice of the 
man for the next president. The following is its call : 

* We ask every reader of the Blade to take the trouble to send us 
his views on the Republican presidential nominee in 1888. Take a 
postal card and answer upon it the following questions. Useonly 
the numbers in answering : 

“1. Whois your first choics for Republican presidential candi- 
date in 1888? 

“2. Who is your second choice ? 

“8. Who is yourchoice for vice-president ? ] 

“Sign your name, with your post-office address, and put nothing 
else upon the card. Address it simply, ‘The Blade, Toledo, Ohio.’” 


Mr. W. H. Kerr, of Dubuque, Kan., who sends this, thinks 
it would be well for every Liberal to send the Blade thename 
of Robert G. Ingersoll as first choice. We agree with Mr. 
Kerr. Let the people see that a champion of freedom is 
popular in America, ruled though she is by religious tyrants. 
Mr. H. Merrick, of Brooklyn, seconds our nomination of 
Colonel Ingersoll, and offers to giv twenty-five dollars toward 
the election expenses of the party that will giv the name of 
Robert G. Ingersoll the first place on its presidential.ticket. 


Tue Permanent Committee on Reform chosen by the 
United Presbyterian Assembly,in session at Philadelphia, does 
notregard with serenity the present condition of religious 
affairs. Its report submitted to the Assembly the other day 
says: 

“The spirit of Antichrist is abroad. Mormonism, Secularism, 
Socialism, Liberalism, secretism, saloonism, Sundayism, inebrie- 
ism, and other kindred evils are threatening civilization. Atheism 
is gaining ground. The psalmist calls the Atheist a ‘fool.’ There 
are many such ‘fools’ in the land who say no God, no Bible, 
no Sabbath, no church, no prayer, no worship. Away with 
all Sabbath laws and restraints, and let the first day of the week be 
devoted to the goddess of pleasure, to travel, recreation, and 
amusement; to Sunday newspaper reading, theatrical entertain- 
ments, and beer-drinking; tax the churches, take the Bible out of 
the public schools and giv the children of our country a merely 
intellectual training, abolish all chaplaincies and religious oaths, 
and run the entire government upon purely (or impurely) secular 
principles.” 

The logic of the committee’s report would seem to be that 
a change is needed. And since this government has never 
been run on secular principles, how would it do to giv those 
principles a trial? The religious principles with which the 
state is at present corrupted appear not to hav led to gratify- 


ing results. : 


Tux discovery of the Star of Bethlehem by the Kentucky 
astronomer is not indorsed by the editor of the Christian Ad- 
vocate. He says that the application of the title, Star of 
Bethlehem, to this heavenly body is only one of the futil at- 
tempts to explain miraculous occurrences by natural phe- 
nomena,” which is another way of saying that it is of no use 
to try to make Bible stories appear reasonable. The editor of 
the Advocate does well in condemning this Star of Bethlehem 
theory at once. It proves too much, because when the star 
first appeared it was supposed to be a sort of celestial pyro- 
technic display in celebration of the birth of Christ; but if it 
has a regular orbit and period of recurrence its appearance 
at that time was merely incidental, and as a witness to the 
divine character of Jesus it becomes valueless. An event of 
so notable a character that a star is specially created to com- 
memorate it is worth talking about, but if the event merely 
chances to occur at the time when a certain star is in the 
heavens, the circumstance becomes less remarkable. If this 
star denoted the birth of a savior at its first appearance, its 
subsequent appearances should hav the same significance. 
However, if there are those who hold that a new messiah is 
actually now on earth, we would call respectful attention to 
the claims of Lewis the Light and Mr. Cyrus Romulus R. 
Teed, the arguments in favor of either or both of whom as 
divine incarnations are as good as we hay ever heard in 
favor of any one, past or present. 


Cotonzt IncErsoxt evidently does not believe in shutting 
off the supply of claret at the dinners of the dwellers in 
hotels. At & meeting of the proprietors of the leading hos- 
telries of this town last week to consider the best means of 
getting around the Sunday laws on the liquor question, 
Colonel Ingersoll submitted a writtcn opinion, in which he 
found holes in the law big enough to roll barrels of wine 
and liquor through on the Sabbath. Then he added: 
** Nothing can be more objectionable, nothing could be bet- 
ter calculated to annoy and interfere with the liberty of a 
citizen, than to say that every guest should be under the 
espionage of the police—that the city authorities shall hav 
the right to watch to see whether he drinks wine at his meals 
—to see the manner in which he livs. The privacy of a 
guest while in the hotel is just as sacred as when at his 
home, and in such privacy he should be protected by the 
law. Besides, it should be remembered that during the 
thirty years in which the law has been in force, the practice 
under it has never been to interfere with the dining-table, 
which certainly ought to create a strong presumption that 
the construction I contend for is the correct one. I hav read 
decisions with regard to the sale or giving away of wines or 
liquors on Sunday, but I find no case where the question is 
raised whether thc keeper of an inn, tavern, or hotel has a 
right on Suuday to supply his guests with wine. This ques- 
tion involves another. The first question is, Has the guest a 
right to hav liquor or wine at his meals? If he has that 
right at home, he has, in my judgment, that right at his 
hotel. ‘Shall I not take mine ease at mine inn? is an old 
adage, and up to this time has never been disputed. Ideny 
the right of the city authorities to say what a guest at 8 
hotel shall hav for his dinner," 
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Zetters from friends. 


Camo, ILL., May 18, 1887. 
Mr. Epiror: Watson Heston isa jewel in his line, and 
makes your paper doubly attractiv. You are both entitled 
to public thanks. AMARALA MARTIN. 


SAN BERNARDINO, CAL., April 10, 1887. 
Mx. Enprron: I am an out-and-out Liberal, and hav been 
ever since I was old enough to think clearly and independ- 
ently. I hav read Tug TRUTH SEEKER for several years, and 
greatly admire Watson Heston’s illustrations. But one 
thing, Mr. Editor, I cannot possibly see what good can ever 
come of your persisting in leaving off the ending of such 
words as ' have,” ‘‘ give,” “live,” etc. It looks careless 

and unfinished. Yours, N. J. JARLEYs. 


BAVARIA, Kax., May 24, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: I wish to add a word of encouragement to 
Heston for the work he has engaged in. I think the lessons 
he is teaching are the very best and clearest. One look at a 
picture illustrating an idea is worth many times the reading 
of the items containing the same; more particularly to the 
young and those who are 4 little dull and inclined to excuse 
things apparently—as they may think—unaccountable, but 

which notwithstanding are in the wisdom of God. 
A. K. Morr. 


ATLANTA, GA., May 26, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: Your favor of the 21st to hand this morning. 
Iam sorry to inform you that Mr. G. W. Price is dead. A 
more upright and honorable man never lived in the city of 
Atlanta. 

I want to giv you a piece of advice this morning. It is 
this: Never send me & dun for my subscription to the dear 
old TRUTH Szexer. When it is due, always giv draft on me 
for the amount, no matter where I am, what I am doing, 
whether I take the paper or not, for if I do notIshould. Iex- 
pect to contribute to the Truth Seeker Company the sum of 
$8 every year as long as I liv. Ssomo BROTHERS. 


PovenkxxPs:, N. Y., May 18, 1887. 
Mr. Enrron: Alleged obscene words are to respectability 
"what blasphemous ones are to religion, and both bear the 
same relation to truth. The former has its result in custom, 
the result of crudity; the latter, in superstition, born of 
ignorance. Hence, they are younger and older brothers. 
There is about as much real injury done when an idea is 
represented by a plain, definit term as when a God is blas- 
phemed, and certainly in the same way. For what logical 
reason, then, can a free mind condemn the absurdity of one 

and not the other? Elmina penetrates them both. 
. H. P. REPLOGLE. 


Kent, O., May 24, 1887. 
Mr. Epitor: The debate held here recently between Chas. 
Watts and the Catholic priest Leeming was a great victory 
for Secularism. The priest was so completely squelched 
that I don't think he will ever want to meet another Secular- 
ist in debate. Some of his own folks acknowledged his de- 
feat, and said he made a fool of himself. One Irishman 
said: ‘‘ Shure I could bate the priest meself." This fellow 
remarked that the trouble was the Infidel was under the in- 
fluence of the devil. He saysit is no use for a priest to de- 
bate with an Infidel when he has the devil to help him. 
Quite a sensible admission for a Christian—that God and a 

Catholic priest are no match for the devil and an Infidel. 
B. F. Conaway. 


Newport, Me., May 25, 1887. 

Mz. Evrror: Tae TRUTA SEEKER of May 21st is an excel- 
lent number. ‘‘Tales Told Out of School," if possible, is 
the best of all. ''The Two Tyrannies of Russia " is of great 
importance, showing what ''the mother of fools and the 
father of knaves hav done to murder humanity." And the 
article * God and His Slaves” ought to be read by millions. 
A thousand times hav I asked that question, * Where was 
the creator before creation ?” 

Since writing the foregoing I hav read '' Tales” in your 
paper of May 14th—I hav been away most two weeks—and 
I don't like at all the word ** Brother" Comstock. And this 
brings me to say a word about the outrage on Mrs. Slenker, 
that great worker for humanity. Must such a grand woman 
go to prison ? f S. M. 


Wires Barre, PA., May 26, 1887. 

Mz. Eprron: I hav just now read in the Christian Advocate 
an exulting statement in reference to the Boonton blasphemy 
case of C. B. Reynolds, and I am astonished that a decision 
so manifestly against the right to oppose the Christianity of 
our time, and against the freedom of speech, should hav been 
made. If this decision is law in New Jersey, and if it is not 
contrary to the clause in our national Constitution gnar- 
anteeing to every man the right to his own notions about re- 
ligion, and the right in his own tent to expound them un- 
molested by a New Jersey mob, then it will be but the 
easiest thing in the world to suppress Freethought and free 

speech in any state of these United States of America. The 
Christianity of our time is equal to the task of getting a 
blasphemy law enacted in every state which is not already 
supplied, and then good-bye to any lecturer that may chance 
to pass along. 

The question is clearly and squarely put in this case. Can 
Mr. Reynolds or anybody else preach against Christianity in 
New Jersey without incurring an indictment for blasphemy ? 
And if not, is the law upon the statute books of New Jersey 
not an unconstitutional law? And should not be taken to 
the Supreme Court and reversed with cce‘s, etc.? I am 
willing to pay ten dollars toward the expense of it, and find 


‘| ents are giving their opinions on the illustrations. 


1 the text. 
Iam with the majority. In fact, go ahead, and edit the pa- 


out whether any state has the right to keep upon its statute 
books laws that prevent a full and free expression of opinion 
on all religious subjects without incurring such prosecutions. 
Can we find Freethinkers enough to make the effort, and, if 
possible, get a decision that can be poked unceremoniously 
into the faces of those who through religious bigotry and 
malicious’ feelings are doing all they can to crush Free- 
thought? Who will help this case to the Supreme Court ? 
J. R. Perry. 


HELENA, Nes., May 23, 1887. 
Mr. EprroR: I hav thought for some time that I would 
send you a word congratulatory of the splendid management 
of the best paper I hav any knowledge of. The dusting of 
John W. Truesdell's jacket, in your issue of May 14th, was 
just what he needed. I fear, though, that he' has the “big 
head" too bad to appreciate it. When I saw his article in 
the Freethinkers’ Magazine I felt as though he ought to hav 
a good spanking. He got it; and don’t you forget it. Now, 
I don’t want you to get vain over what I say, but the fact is, 
the grand old TRUTH SEEKER is getting better and better 
every week. Watson Heston is a ‘‘ brick." His converting 
the American eagle into an ecclesiastical hen is immense. 
Keep up the pictures by all means. Let the grumblers grum- 
ble—you run the paper. . 
I hav just finished reading Prof. W. S. Bell’s ** Christianity 
and Civilization," and, like everything else the professor has 
produced, it has the true ring to it. W. Brooxs, M.D. 


í Morean, Texas, May 21, 1887. 

Mr. Epitor: I see in the dispatches dated the 20th that 
the jury in the case of C. B. Reynolds found a verdict of 
guilty. The Liberals of this place join with their brethren 
all over the country in sympathy for Brother Reynolds, 
and trust that the Supreme Court will reverse the decision of 
the jury of bigots that found him guilty. We are now com- 
mencing a campaign for Prohibition in Texas, and before 
August expect it will be hot, although said to be outside of 
politics. 
opposition, and if our little town is an index, the Liberal 
element are on the same side. I think, for myself, prohibi- 
tory liquor laws are a humbug. I see that your correspond- 
I think 
the biblical ones should be continued as a help to Bible read- 
ers and students, a8 they are a most forcible explanation of 
You hav my permission to continue, and I know 


per as you are now doing and I will be satisfied. 
Moses MILLER. 


San Antonio, Texas, May 18, 1887. 

Mr. Epnrrog: I received your valuable paper for a long 
time while I was connected with the San Antonio Daily 
Light as mail clerk and advertising agent, which latter posi- 
tion I still retain. 

A hypocritical Democratic legislature has passed an ordi- 
nance or preliminary law, ordering an election to be held on 
the fourth day of August next, to decide whether prohibition 
shall be enforced in this state. The movement emanates 
from a set of ignoramuses who do not, or are not, possessed 
of sufficient strength of mind to govern their wants for the 
food of the inner man, and hence are trying to pass sumptu- 
ary laws, thus restricting the balance of mankind in the ex- 
ercise of their freedom. 

Some thief who has. not the fear of God before him has 
carried off all the pamphlets and the two large books you 
sent me, but as luck would hav it, I had “ Bible Temper- 
ance” in my pocket. I hav made considerable propaganda 
for Tug Trourn SEEKER and its publications, and shall do so 
hereafter. I want at least one thousand copies of ‘‘ Bible 
Temperance.” to sell to all anti-Prohibitionists throughout 
thestate. Iam going on the road for that purpose about 
the fifth of June, and shall make subscribers for you, also. 
Please send me anything in connection with the foregoing. 

Respectfully, HERMANN Brevsine. 
Havana, ILL., May 25, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: I am glad to inform you that we had Mr. 
J. E. Remsburg here on Monday night, May 28d, to giv us a 
lecture; subject, '' False Claims." The audience was a fair 
one, and all present took great interest in what was said, so 
as to catch every word uttered, except one Methodist church- 
member, who only listened about ten minutes. He got his 
little brain full and left. The next morning he was heard to 
remark that such men as Mr. Remsburg ought to be arrested 
and fined for giving such lectures. I think if his intellect 
had been a little more capacious so he could hav listened: to 
all the lecture, he would hav come to a different conclusion. 
Mr. Remsburg’s lecture was good, and right to the point. 
Some of our leading business and other prominent men came 
out to hear him, and all that I hav heard say anything about 
him say he is a man with great ability, and he stated facts 
which were right to the point. Dr. Pierce came from a dis- 
tance to hear him, and we gave him the pleasure of intro- 
ducing the speaker. The doctor is a Liberal out and out, 
and is always on hand to help the cause. Dr. J. H. Hill and 
Mr. E. Scott came all the way from Jacksonville, a distance 
of about forty miles. Dr. J. H. Hill is a hard worker in the 
cause of Liberalism, and always ready to help. Mr. Scott, 
whose hair, now white, shows that he is upward in years, is 
firmly fixed in the cause of Liberalism. He is generous, and 
looks like a man living for the happiness he could gain in 
this world, regardless of any other. Iam going to hav Mr. 
Remsburg here again this fall if I can possibly make the 
necessary arrangements, and if he comes I am sure he will 
be greeted with a houseful of interested people. If he could 
hav lectured the second night the house would hav been 
crowded. 

Mr. J. P. McIntire, the Methodist minister who was pres- 


The Democratic leaders are, almost to a man, in. 


you ?” 


ent at the lecture, could not wait until he got in the pulpit 
to talk about it, but was talking on the street about the lect- 
ure the next day. As Mr. Remsburg is gone, he will hav 
lots to say, and will do him up in grand shape—in his mind. 
I will say to Liberal friends, Get Mr. Remsburg, and hav him 
lecture on ‘‘ False Claims." J. A. WEABER. 


New Haven, Pa., May 22, 1887. 

Mr. EDITOR: Inclosed please find 25 cents, for which you 
wil please send me ‘‘ Orthodoxy,” by R. G. Ingersoll, 
‘« Ingersoll Catechised,” and ‘‘ Bible Teniperance, ? by E. C. 
Walker. 

We hav a few Freethinkers in our little town. I get TuE 
TRUTH SEEKER, and it goes the round of all that I know. 
This is a hot-bed of orthodoxy. We have a population of 
about four thousand, and nine churches; so you. see 
we hav lots of ignorance, for the more churches the more 
ignorance, and the fewer churches the more intelligence. 
The Catholics had a big blow-out here yesterday ; they made 
God a present of a gospel-shop, as I call it, and I suppose 
God is feeling good over it. I know some of the good Cath- 
olics were, from the effect of spirits. I-would like:to see a 
Freethought lecturer here. Long liv Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
&nd its pictures. W. J. Wrieut. 


Osweco Crntsr, N. Y., May 20, 1887. 

My Dzar Eveunze: You can imagin my loneliness since 
the death of my loving wife, with whom I hav lived for 
thirty years, and who has shared my joys and sorrows dur- 
ing this long interval of time: I am alone (how the word 
hurts!) while I write; and oh! the. painful, torturing stillness 
when I walk into our once cheerful, happy home, with no 
sound of a human voice or footstep of loved ones to greet 
me! And our only child is away from home, prostrate with 
sickness, and has spoken only in whisper for the last month. 
But Pll not take your time with my own trouble, for I am 
writing to challenge my Christian friends who are eternally 
harping on their one-stringed harp, ‘‘ You won't talk so 
when you come to die.” . My wife was an Ingersoll Agnostic 


—t.¢., she. knew that she did not know—but was cheerful 


and happy, and would silence the preachers who called to . 
save her soul with such answers as this, ‘‘I don't know; do 
She had her mind and voice till within three minutes 
of her death, and knew her light was nearly extinguished, 
but passed away without a shadow of superstition, as calmly 
as if going to sleep. About forty rods from our home, a few 
months ago, an honest, earnest, devoted Christian lady died, 
one who always told us, over and over, ‘‘ You won't talk so 
when you come to die;” but she died in fear that she might 
possibly hav left some duty undone and made a failure of 
heaven after all. My Christian friends, don’t tell me again 
that “Jesus can make a dying bed as soft as downy pil- 
lows are.” 

Find inclosed $1 for Tus TRUTH SEEKER. 
make it $100. 

So say I, comrades, Colonel Ingersoll for president! Let 
all who can compute the cost, and the probable result. I 
say he is the strongest man for the Labor party, the Jews, 
&nd all Liberals; and hundreds of Christians will vote for 
him, the anathemas of priests notwithstanding. 

A. H. WALKER. 


LzxiNGTON, May 14, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: What hav the clergy done but propagate 
silly, base, and vague ideas? I reminded a learned man 
to-day of Carlyle's remark that ‘‘atoms were seething with 
the promis of future potency and life." ':' What a blas- 
phemous wretch!” said my friend.  ''It is sufficient for us 
to know that Christ died for us; what hav we to do with 
atoms?" Oh, my friends, what should be our scorn and 
contempt for preachers who thus degrade thc human mind 
almost to the level of the brute? What, if we could see the 
godlike soul, in their hands, dwarfed, distorted, half. 
paralyzed, contaminated by the coarsest associations—and 
that, too, which nature fashions so heavenly, so divine? 
Behold the howling, grinning demons, exulting over the mis- . 
erable wrecks they hav made! Théy know that they could 
admit the light by degrees into the darkened minds of men; 
but—momentous question—how, then, would they be able 
to pay their board bills? "What do they know of statesman- 
Ship? Jefferson said, ‘‘ Beware of them.” "Whilethe people 
should be the fountain of power and influence, Constantine 
caused the rich to supply the wants of. the state, and drew 
from the revenues of the churches funds for the support of 
the poor. Emerson and Machiavcl hav both emphasized the 
idea that; the people know their own interest, and in times 
of great danger the last appeal can be safely.made to the 
people. Herbert Spencer remarks that the exchange made 
every morning between country and city people, according 
to their own judgment and wishes, is better than the plans 
of kings. 

Joseph Cook has been lecturing here on “‘ The Certainties 
in Religion,” including, ‘‘ Shall we liv when we are dead?” 
A certain rusticus, listening with open mouth, called him 
‘‘the eighth wonder of the world.” Joseph forgot that when 
dining upon the sweets of paradise, there is always a skeleton 
at the feast. I think I hav been better pleased with the ex- 
quisit reflections of Montaigne upon the fear of death. 

Scme timid gentlemen and ladies are distressed because 
our country is trying to part with some of her barbarous 
ways, when the only thing necessary for safety is to remind 
the people every day and hour that the change should be 
peacefully made, instead of quarreling like Kilkenny cats. 
What shall we do when the Socialist rallies the world be- 
neath his banners? They come here for peace, and not for 
war, with overwhelming numbers, and laws which hav long 
been desired can soon be made. Preachers and monopolists 
will offer with blushes and shame the use of palatial resi- 
dences and churches for factories and dwellings for the poor, 
I see it as in a vision. ALHAZA, 


I would gladly 
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KALAMAZOO, Mion. , May 28, 1887. 


Mr. ‘Moms: I wish to tell of something ‘which happened. 


not far from here, and which givs the lie to the idea of a 
prayer-hearing and answering God. I do not know the 
names of the people concerned, so I will not try to giv 
them, but it was a farmer, and he was having a well bored 
near his house. It seems they were in rock from the start. 
The well was fifty-five feet deep and only an eight-inch 
hole. One day when they were not working at the well, and 


no one was about it, a little child, just beginning to walk, - 


found its way to the spot. Its mother saw it standing by 
the well. She at once called to it, and, on hearing her, it 
looked around and slipped into the well with both feet. 
When its mother got to the well, it had slipped down until 
she could just touch its little head with the tips of her fin- 
gers, but could not help it in any way. Every motion the 
poor little helpless thing made to extricate itself only 
pushed it further from its frantic and grief-stricken mother. 
Down, down it went, in spite of the cries and screams and 
. prayers of its mother, until when help (if help human pow- 
ers can be called) came, it was out of sight, out of reach, 
and out of hope of recovery, yet still crying for its mother. 
They could not help it. So it went on until it was at the 
bottom of that dark, deep well, and there it stayed alive for 
three days, crying for its mother, with merciless rocks 
crushing its little heart- to death. On top of the ground, 
in the free and open air and in the free and open sunlight, 
in hearing of their little darling, yet powerless to help, were 
the parents. “Remember, the hole was only eight inches in 


diameter, and the little child fitted so closely that.it went. 


down very slowly. And yet a God so kind and tender that 
he watches even the falling of a sparrow looked on with the 
indifference of a heartless fiend, and would not help it out. 
And the people waited until it died, and rescued its little 
body from the hands of God by blasting. Who could wor- 


ship such a fiend? I hav no prayer for him. 
8. P. Woop. 


Bzruiy, N. J., May 81, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: You have told.a great deal of truth in your 
paper, but never struck a richer vein than in the '* Tales 
Told Out of School." You ought to publish it in pamphlet 
form, and every Liberal ought to be willing to liv on two 
meals a day, as I will agree to, until he has enough to buy a 
dollars worth to distribute among churchmen. If an In. 
fidel had written the same, churchmen would sneer at it, 
and call it false and blasphemous; but here they hav the 
plain, naked truth from one of their most intelligent parsons, 
who was chosen by themselvs to travel a year and get at the 
true state of the churches, and my experience and observa- 
tions in a life of eighty-six years prove that he has told the 

truth, and now let it be scattered to the ends of the earth ! 
‘Well, Brother Macdonald, the Boonton churches hav de- 
fended their God. The jury of wise men decided that Mr. 
Reynolds injured his character to the extent of $25. What 
anidea! A finite man injuring the character of a supreme 


being $25 worth, and the damage can be paid in “ filthy 


lucre!” 

But they will find in the end that it is not a God but 
priestcraft that has been injured, and that they hav injured 
it themselvs more than Mr. Reynolds did. There is one 
thing I would like to know. How are they to get this $25 
to their God? Does he ever come down, as it is said he did 
in olden times, or are some of the saints to carry it up to 
him when they go? And what will their God do with the 
money when he gets it? We do not read that his son, in his 
thirty-three years'life on earth, ever had but one piece of 
silver, and that was taken from the mouth of a fish, nor did 
it cost anything to get. As there are so many pious tricks 
played off in the churches now, I think the court should hav 
appointed some honest Infidel to see that the Lord gets his 
pay for the damage done to his character, for if it is 
left in the ands of the church, I don't believe he will ever 
get a farthing of it. And I would like to know how their 
God approves of their manner of defending his character, as 
they say he is supreme in power, and can strike blasphe- 
mers dead or punish them in his own way. 


_ Yours, J. HAOKER. 


A REPLY TO MR. PIKARD. 
MipprE Farrs, N. Y., June 1, 1887. 

Mr. Pixar : I hesitated for some time before asking TuE 
"Trur Surxer for space in which to reply to your open let- 
ter in the number for May 7th, since my former article meets 
and answers all your objections to my position, and only 
-that you are so unfair in your treatment of me in this con- 
nection I would remain ‘silent, trusting to the good sense of 
''Tug TRUTH SEEKER readers to fairly comprehend my views 
when they hav been so plainly set forth. “But you show so 
evident a determination to misrepresent and distort the 
Statements which you are trying to answer, that I feel com- 
. pelled to briefly notice your errors, and partly restate my 

views regarding the changed words. 

First, I would say, if you hav read my communication 
with the care you speak of, you ought not to incorrectly 
quote from it, or tack on a meaning that it does not express. 
By the way, the letter appeared in the issue for April 2d, and 
not March 7th, as you hav got it. You say: “ You would 
be in favor of making all right at once, or none of it. You 
would want to build a house in a day, or not begin it. Lay- 
ing three or four bricks would be so distasteful you would 
abandon it altogether. You wouldn't plow one acre of 
ground unless you could do it with one furrow,” etc. Now, 
friend Pikard, where do you find any statement in my letter 
from which to draw such a conclusion? I hav intimated 
nothing of the kind. Again you say, ‘‘ You make a singular 
expression when you say nine new characters to represent 
letters,” an expression I did not use. I said “to represent 
the letters we now lack to express the sounds of the lan- 


guage ;” quite a difference, andi in this form entirely correct. 
I fear you are given to quibbling when you are more intent 
to trip ine up in grammatical expressions than to refute my 
argument. Thus you quote, ** So- sweeping | a reform would, 
of course, produce an almost total change in the structure of 
our language in its represented form," and then try to over- 


| throw it by saying, ‘* Letters do not determin the structure 


of a language; they only signify the elements of words. 
Words are elements of language.” Well, what of that? 
Can you changé the letters of a word and not change the 
appearance of the word? Mind, I said the represented form 
of the language, 7. e., its appearance as written or printed, 
not as it is spoken. Will you deny it? Take a page from a 
book with the words as now spelled, and place beside it 
another with the same reading, but spelled entirely by sound, 
with the new letters proposed, and no óne unacquainted with 
the spoken form of our langüage would believe they were in 
the same tongue. "Their appearance would be as dissimilar 
as Italian and Spanish. In the face of the fact that I said 
notwithstanding this I would be glad to see the change 
adopted by every periodical and every educational institu- 
tion in the land, you will hav it that I am no friend to spell- 
ing reform. You say, ‘The idea that a man will say he 
wishes the adoption of so great a matter to bless the world, 
and yet ridicule the very first and necessary steps to educate 
the people to appreciate it, does not sound very logical to 
me.” You may think that the very “ first and necessary 
step ” to correct an error is to substitute another error, but I 
do not. Would you correct one falsehood by telling another 
inits place? Certainly not. Neither can I consent to cor- 
rect a wrong spelling by adopting another equally incorrect. 
There is an old and true saying that you must strike at the 
root if you would remove an evil, and I consider the “ first 
step and the necessary step ” is to spell the words right when 
we change theni, and not adopt a false spelling which must 
inafew years undergo another change. I will explain this 
further on. You say, “You would be glad to see right spell- 
ing adopted, and yet you call those who are laboring to pro- 
mote it ‘spelling deformers.'" This is as far from the truth 
as the sun from the earth. I call no one a ‘spelling de- 
former” who is laboring to hav “ right spelling adopted,” 
but only apply it'to those who seek to introduce a sham re- 
form, such as hav, giv, liv, and nolej (see table below). 

Passing over your harmless little stories of those Illinois- 
ians with the ‘‘sheepshin,” the forty-acre field, etc. (which, 
by the way, are highly amusing, and which, I trust, will 
yield you an infinit amount of merriment whenever your 
mind reverts to them), allow me to introduce right here a 
table or alphabet of sounds used in spelling, by which I will 
endeavor to show you the fallacy of spelling as you do the 
above-mentioned words. I will try to show by familiar ex- 
amples what vowel sounds should be represented by single 
letters, placing a number for each lacking letter, since Tau 
TRUTH: SEEKER has no type to represent (singly) those 
sounds. i 


A, ay M, em. 
G? n: as in far, heart. N, en. 
), aw, as in fall, walk. O, oh. 


sound of a in hat, land. (D, uh, as in won, bulb. 
), uuh, as in wolf, push. 
(9), ooh, as in move, fool. 


Qu 


D, de. P, pe. 
E, ee. Q que. 
(5, eh, as in get, when. , are. 
(9), ér, as in germ, dirt. S, es. 
F, ef. T, tee. 


G, pronounce always g hard, U, you. 
as in girl, not je. 10), ow, as in growl, mound. 


H, aitch. , Ve. 
I. eye. W, double you. 
(6), ih, as in fit, hyinn. X, ex. 
. Jay. Y, wy. 
K, kay. : Z, zee. 
L, ell. E 


Let us now apply the piscis of the above alphabet toà 
few words, using one of these figures whenever a vowel 
occurs which our regular alphabet does not represent by a 
separateletter. I shallthus be able to show you why my 
“ falsely cultivated taste" will not allow me to spell nolej 
(knowledge) as you do. It seems a trifle strange for a man 
who has been a spelling reformer for thirty-five years to giv 
the sound of o and e in this word—sounds which are not 
heard in it at all—omitting the sounds which are really heard, 
marked (1) and (4) in the above table, and then triumphantly 
remark: '*Ihav spelled all the sounds in it." On the con- 
trary, you hav done nothing of the kind. Correctly spelled, 
the word must be, n(1)(4)j. You hav shortened the word by 
your spelling, but hav not bettered it in any other way, 
nolej being justas much a blunder as knowledge; both are 


-wrong. And this brings us right back to the postulate in 


my former letter, that, * except in the one item of space 
saved, the old adage of * every little helps? does not apply," 
to answer which you cry out, “ I differ with you, inasmuch 
as it familiarizes the eye with correct spelling." Correct 
spelling, eh? Let us see. You spell have av, and give giv, 
whereas, correctly spelled, they would be, h(3)v, and g(6)v 
(see sounds marked thus above), thé sounds & and ¿not being 
heard in these words. Perhaps to all this you will say you 
could not spell them correctly because the papers do not hav 
the proper type. Very truc; but when I mentioned that 
nothing of moment could be accomplished by those who are 
lopping and pruning among the twenty-six letters we now 
hav, and said that nothing short of a radical reform would 
suit rne, you seemingly indorsed me by saying, “ As to being 
radical, I am with you, and the first thing in order is as 
many letters as sounds ;” and then, in the face of these brave 
words, you, in common with others, reproach me because I 
cannot indorse your spurious reform of av, giv, liv, and 
nolej. What position is this for a spelling reformer to as- 
sume? You would be glad to see right spelling adopted, 


and yet you wish our papers to adopt a sham reform in order | 


“to accustom our eyes to correct spelling.” Fy, Mr. 
Pikard, how can you be so inconsistent ? 

A spelling reform in accord with the above simple yet com- 
prehensiv system will not hav to be modeled over as the years 
go by. Thechange in use and pronunciation of the other letters 
(consonants) in connection with it, such as &,£, and g, I hav 
mentioned in my otherletter. Such a radical reform goes 
to the bed-rock, and revolutionizes the appearance of more 
than four-fifths of the words in the English language. The 
spelling-book may be dispensed with; under such a system 
a child could hardly spell à word wrong if it tried. As you 
claim that our American children hav to content themselvs 
with only three-fourths of the education they might acquire 


| but for our faulty spelling, you will readily see how, under 


its influence, our people must reach a much higher plane of 
thought and a grander horizon of mental development I 
am not probably so sanguin as you, yet I readily admit its 
importance, and will hail its adoption as a great blessing. 
There are a few drawbacks in connection with a system of 
spelling entirely by sound, where all words pronounced alike 
are spelled alike, since at times a writer's import may not be 
exactly clear in regard to the intended meaning of some of the 
words used. The sense of the subject will generally show us 
the right meaning, but not always. There is a remedy for this, 
however, which may be decided upon when the proposed 
system comes into usc. May we look for its adoption? You 
will probably say, May we work for its adoption? Be it so. 
I care not if you commence by laying three or four bricks 
only a year, as you propose, or overturn the old system at 
once; but what I wish, and I hav tried to make it clear to 
you, is to hav all words which are changed spelled in accord- 
ance with the common-sense method, and the percentage 
which can be thus corrected without the use of new type is 
small. You are disposed to blame the printers for not fur- 
nishing new type to illustrate the new spelling to their read- 
ers, but how can the printers provide themselves with new 
type until some form for the characters has been decided 
upon? Would you hav every printing-office running a sys- 
tem of spelling **on its own hook ?? Our publishers are not 
to blame; it is a subject for a national convention to meet 
upon and decide. : 

I will tell you, friend Pikard, why I do not think the pro- 
posed change is likely to be adopted anywhere in the near 
future. In 1866 Congress authorized the adoption of the 
metric system in the United States—a system of weights and 
measures giving the same ease and facility in reduction and 
business calculations that is secured in money computation 
by the use of our decimal currency. Twenty-one years hav 
gone by, and the people still use the old tables. Children 
are still laboring over the old problems of grains and penny- 
weights, and yards and rods, puzzling their brains to commit 
a lot of musty old tables, and there is no prospect of this 
useful system being adopted until it is made compulsory in 
each state by enactment. And I fear it will be so witha 
radical spelling reform. The great majority of the people 
are blind to their own interests—like to drift idly along in 
the slow current of popular errors, and it is hard indeed to 
arouse them from their lethargy.: 

In conclusion, I can say as you do, “I hav not exhausted 
the subject by & good deal," but I trust I hav shown you 
why Ido not favor your alleged reform of displacing one 
error by adopting another, and that my position is entirely 
logical notwithstanding your doubts. D. Louis Bopas. 


Joseren, Or., May 18, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: I think I hav pretty thoroughly dissected 


| the little pamphlet entitled ** The Theory of Evolution," by 


Prof. Thomas Henry Huxley. I differ widely with the pro- 
fessor, as it were, from my point of view. I hav a small 
Stock of ideas or conclusions which, though not inexorable, 
Iuseas a source of reliance under the present condition. 
However erroneous, I think the professor has knocked the 
Miltonic ortheological system higher than Gilderoy's kite, 
and has supplanted it with a theory rather more absurd and 
retrograding ; for I, from some cause, probably ignorance, 
am not able to distinguish the material difference between 
6,000 years of duration and 100,000. It seems to me that 
there is nothing gained by chasing our ancestry back to the 
monkey, pachyderm, or any other species of lower grade. 
We, as he states his views, originated from something in- 
ferior. Where will he come to in the course of time on his 
string of inferiority? On page eleven, in the pamphlet of 
his lectures, it will be seen what he wishes to throw out of 
court. I don't propose to throw anything out of court. 
When his argument is traced back and found without foun- 
dation he comes the theological dodge on it. The question 
is asked, Who was God's ancestor? and he supports the 
theory of no existence without a universal first cause. As 
regards the different formations it would be only a matter of 
time until we would pierce the heart of the earth. What 
then? Another theological stump. It will be seen on the 
eighth page of the aforesaid pamphlet that the universe has 
come into existence somehow or other. That is as much as 
to say, there was a time when it (the universe) did not exist. 
How is that compared with Uncle Moses's statement? It 
appears to me very clear that there is no existing thing 
with one end. In case there is. one end, there must be two; 
and if this is accepted, and the universe had a commence- 
ment, it; must naturally hav an ending; and if there is any 
indication in the front ground of its destruction, I think it is 
recent. Again, if the earth were once in a molten condition, 
in what condition was it before that, or was that its original 
condition? If so, would not the cause of it possess the 
power to keep it in that condition? If such was the case, 
which seems to me impossible, it must hav been the place 
described by ancient clergy as hell, as most of our druggists 
hav scraped up a little brimstone for future reference. 
N, C. KENNEDY. 
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Ghildren’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, ' Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
thts. Corner should be sent. 


Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 

Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


The Thinkfidel. 


He may not a Freethinker be 

Who boldly boasts he thinketh free ; 
"Tis only freedom from a thought 
Not to hav by wisdom wrought 
Some kindly deed to cheer and bless 
A child bereft of happiness. 


His is the independent mind 

Who good in all can duly find. 
Whate'er his chapel or his creed, 
Or having none, who does & deed 
To light the loads that others gall, 
Not bigot but a brother call. 


Then call not him an Infidel, 

Nor damn him to a devil’s hell, 

Who not believes and will not own 
The gods or ghosts with name or none, 
But faithful does what seemeth good 
As reason makes it understood. 


He only is the faithful one d 
Whose work will stand in time to come, 
Who cares not most for things of might, 
But craves to guard the weakest’s right. 
Hope, truth, and justice shall approve 
Of him whose faith is work and love. 


JonN Prescorr GUILD. 
—— —— —t*—8—,9—— — — ———— 


Our Flag Above the Cross. 


Notlong since attention was called to an 
advertisment in THE TRUTH SEEKER of some 
paper and envelopes with this heading, ‘‘ Our 
' Flag Above the Cross." The advertisment 
recalls to mind a letter received in the begin- 
ning of the year from & Liberal friend, Mr. J. 
Waters, in which he advocated a plan to keep 
alive in the minds of growing children the 
heroic deeds of the fathers of the republic, 
‘and at the same time inspire them with 
greater love and veneration for the institu- 
tions of our country which hav been given 
into our keeping. 

It is, perhaps, & sad truth that children are 
not duly impressed with the significance of 
liberty and equality in a free land like ours, 
. and forget to whom they are indebted for the 
blessings and privileges enjoyed. 

For new inspiration, for further stimulation 
of thought and memory, Mr. Waters recom- 
mends that the national holiday, the fourth 
day of July, should be used, together with 
its grandest celebration of our national inde- 
pendence, as a gift-making holiday, as the 
day itself is typical of the great gift of liberty 
to America. 

The idea is sensible, beautiful, and praise- 
worthy. If we should ‘giv good gifts” on 
any day, there is no time more auspicious 


sweetest, the noblest occasion known to men, 
women, and children. S. H. W. 


Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—REBUS. 


A wise saying. 
2.—THE MATHEMATIOIAN’S MIRACULOUS META- 
MOEPHOSIS. 
The sum of numbers as you take 
You change yourself into a snake. 
Please find 
What kind. 
J. K. P. B. 


9.— PUZZLE. 


Find the faces of the four winds. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN’S OORNER 
MAY 28, 1887. 
1.—One. person yawning in company will 
sometimes produce a yawn in all present. 
2.—Coin-cider (co-in-cider). 
3.—A miss is as good as a mile. 
—— eo 
Correspondence. 


Pzzzxr, ILL., May 23, 1887. 

Dear Miss Wixow: I hav been reading 
the Children's Corner and 1 thought I would 
try and write. I go to Sunday-school; the 
teacher thinks I am a great Bible reader, but 
itis THE TRUTH Sgexer I read. Our town 
has 770 inhabitants and 6 churches. Pa is 
the only one in town that takes Tur TRUTH 
SEEKER. He hastaken it for eight years. I 


than America’s birthday. The proposition of | am thirteen years old and this is the first let- 


Mr. Waters will, no doubt, meet the approba- 
tion of every lover of liberty throughout the 
land. 

The impression made upon the minds of 
children by Christmastide is evident upon all 
sides. - And yet this time celebrates an occa- 
sion of the truth of which there are many 
and grave doubts. Were the main ideas con- 
nected with Christmas in exact accordance 
with the truth, instead of much error, as is 
the case, even then there is not so much 
reason to celebrate the day with festivities 
and gift-making as clusters around the fourth 
day of July, the birthday of American Inde- 
pendence. 

If it is desired to associate the day with 
myths, ‘‘ Uncle Sam ” and ** Aunt Columbia ” 
stand out in bold relief, ready to be utilized 
and woven into the joy and happiness of the 
holiday. 

]t is seriously to be hoped that the ideas 
suggested above will find approval in the 
minds of everyone, and that a beginning will 
be made this year to lift the birthday of 
American Independence into such light, 
prominence, grandeur, and beauty as shall 
inspire enthusiasm and kindle the fires of 
appreciation and devotion until they burn in 
the bosom of every child as they never hav 
before. Let gifts, mementoes, and blessings 
be exchanged; let the poor, the needy, and 
unfortunate be made glad and rejoicing that 
they liv in a land of liberty, free men, and 
some day to come, it may be added, free 
women. 

Let the flag be lifted above the cross and 
float upon the air of heaven, the symbol of 
freedom and fraternity. Let the bells ring 
and chime the glad songs of liberty and 
equality, and the sweet interchange of gifts 
make the Nation's Birthday the holiest, the 


ter I ever attempted to write to a paper. I 
hope this will escape the waste basket. 
Yours truly, GEORGE J. DOWNER. 
ToNAWANDA, N. Y., May 24, 1887. 
Drag Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write and see if you are well. I hav four lit- 
tle kittens at home. I am at my grandma’s 
now. I was going home to-night, but it 
rains so that I cannot. I am nine years old. 
There is & little baby here and he is very 
nice. My grandma has taken Turk TRUTH 
SEEKER for twelve years, and I like it very 
much, especially the Children’s Corner. I 


think that you are a dear, good woman to. 


take so much pains for the children. I liv on 
Tonawanda Island in Niagara river. I am 
not home-sick with grandma, but I want to 
go home and see mamma. 

Your little friend, Nora L. MILLIOHAMP. 


JESSIE STARK Crow.—Your poem went 
astray, and arrived too late for publication 
last month. It is very good and will keep.— 
Ep. C. C. 1 


REDUCED TO $1.00. 


THE STORY HOUR. 
A Book for Children and Youth, 
BY MISS SUSAN H. WIXON. 

Over & hundred fine illustrations. 


IS THE COD OF ISRAEL 
THE TRUE COD? 


The Narrativ of the Five Books of Moses, 
Joshua, and Judges, and the 
New Testament. 


By Israel W., Groh. 


Price 25 cents. Address 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB OQ. 


"The Youth's Liberal Guide. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
H. Wixon. Without Buper- 
ont Pine Only Dlustrated reothinkers? 


Children’s Story-Book eyerissued. 66 full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, hea 
toned paper, broad margins, uminate 
covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 


Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 
ihe Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Pricei0cents. For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
D. Y 


Qung Folks, By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Seeond edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued at a reduced price of 
$1.95, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very 
much to the value of the volume. 

By 


Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M. Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims at the education of youth in the 
rinciples of Freethought, at the same time 
hat it inculoates moral duties and human 
rights froma standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense. ddress THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 
vestigation. Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions 
with numerous references and citations, tha 
are contradioted in terms by the same number 
of other Propositiona in the same book. ice 

cen 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonne 
author of Exeter Hall, F Creeds, Day of 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 


Exeter Hall. ‘One of the most excit- 
ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 

Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
‘A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 


George Eliot’s works. By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition. By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 
80 cents. 

All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
Miss Susan H. Wixon. “The great charm of 
this novel is its absolute fidelity tonature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and. are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was soaroely, prepared to ex- 

ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
rom 80 gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethoughtranks. Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 


both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
—— 
The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 


recently reissued its assault upon the memory of |- 


Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. 


TOGETHER WITH — 
A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


78pp. Price 15 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


KERSEY GRAVES'S WORKS. 


Sixteen Saviors or None. By Krr- 
SEY GRAVES, auther of the World's Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, and 
Biography of Satan. Cloth, 75cts.; paper, 50cts. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cents. ` 


The World’s Sixteen Crucified Say- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of all the doctrines, principles, precepts. 
and miracles of the Christian New Testament. 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 


history of sixteen oriental crucified gods. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


REPLY 
TO REV. L: A. LAMBERTS 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL’ 
By B. W. Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priest's 
Historical misstatements. 
Price Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 Cents. 


THE HUMBOLDT LIBRARY. 


Price 15 cents each number, unless otherwise marked, 


1. Light Science for Leisure Hours. A series of 
familiar essays on astronomical and other 
natural phenomena. By Richard A. Proc- 
tor, F.R.A.S. 

8. The Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivers, Ice 
and Glaciers, 19illusirations. By John Tyn- 
dall, F.R.8. 

8. Physics and Politics. An application of the 

rineiples of Natural Science to Politica] 
ociety. By Walter Bagehot, Author o. 
“The English Constitution.” 

4. Man's Place in Nature. With numerous illus- 
trations. By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 

5, Education, Intellectual, Moral, and Physical. 
By Herbert Spencer. 

6. Town Geology. With Appendix on Coral and 
Coral Reefs. By Charles Kingsley. 

7. Conservation of Energy. With numerous Illus- 
trations. By Balfour Stewart, LL.D. 

8. Study of Languages, brought back to its Trua 
principles. By C. Marcel. 

9. The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 

10. Theory of Sound in its Relation to Music. 

Numerous illustrations. By By Prof. Pietro 

Blaserna. 

31. ) The Naturalist on the River Amazon. A rec- 

ord of 11 years’ travel. By Henry Walter 

12. Bates, F.L.S. Not sold separately. 

18. Mind and Body. The theories of their rela- 
tions. By Alexander Bain, LL.D. 

14. The Wonders of the Heavens. 82 illustration: 
By Camille Flammarion. 2 

15. Longevity, The means of prolonging life after 
middle age. By John Gardner, M.D. - 


16. Origin of Species; By Thomas H. Huxley 


T. Progress : Its Law and Cause. With other dis- 
quisitions, By Herbert Spencer. 


18. Lessons in Electricity. 60 illustrations. Br 
John Tyndall, P.R.S. 
19. Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. By 


Richard A. Proctor. 
20. Romanos of Astronomy. By R. Kalley Miller, 


21. The Physical Basis of Life, with other essays, 
By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 

2. Seeing and Thinking. By William Kingdon 
Clifford, F.R.S. 

33. Scientific Sophisms. A review of current 
theories conce-ning Atoms, Apes, and Men. 
By Samuel Wainwright, D.D. 

24. Popular Scientific Lectures. Ilustrated. By 

rof. H. Helmholtz. . : 

25. Origin of Nations. By Prof. Geo. Rawlinson, 
Oxford University. 

26. The Evolutionist at Large By Grant Allen. 

27. History of Landholdin n England. By 
Joseph Fisher, ERES. 

28. Fashion in Deformity, as illustrated in the 
customs of Barbarous and Civilized Races. 
Numerous illustrations. By Willam Henry 
Flower, F.R.S 


39. Facts and, Fictions of Zoology. Numerous 


ilustrations. By Andrew Wilson, Ph. D. 
30. | Study of Words. By Richard Chenevix 
21. Trench. 


32. Hereditary Traits and other Essays. By Rich- 


ard A. Proctor. 

33. Vignettes from Nature. By Grant Allen. 

34. Philosophy of Style. By Herbert Spencer. 

35. Oriental Religions. By John Caird, Pres. 
niv. Glasgow, and Others. 


36. Lectures on Evolution. Illustrated. By Prof. 
i ig Badoo tton diss 

87. Six Lectures on Light. Illustrated. By John 
Tyndall. 


as. dsologicat Sketches. By Archibald Geikie, 
40. The Evidence of Organic Evolution. By Geo. 
J. Romanes, F i 


41. E Discussions in Science. By W. M. 
ams, F.C.8. i 
42. History of the Science of Politics. By Freder- 
ick Pollock. 


43. Darwin and Humboldt. By Professor Huxley, 
Professor Agassiz, and others, 

d Dawn of History. By C. F. Keary, of the 

45.f British Museum. 

16. Diseases of Memory. By Th. Ribot. Tran- 
slated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 

7. Childhood of Religions. By Edward Clodd, 


48. Lifein Nature. Illustrated. By Jas. Hinton. 

49. The Sun: its Constitntion; its Phenomena; 
its Condition. By Judge Nathan T. Carr, 
Columbus, Ind. 

50. Money and the Mechanism of Exchange. By 

5L.f Prot. W. Stanley Jevons, F.R.S. 

5». Diseases of the Will. By Th, Ribot. Trans- 
lated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 

53. Animal Automatism, and other Essays. By 
Prof. T. H. Huxley, F.R.S. 

54, Birt and Growthof Myth, By Edward Clodd. 

d. e. Me 


55. Scientific Basis of Morals, and other 
By William Kingdon Clifford, F.R.S. 


2) Illusions. By James Sully. 

58.1 The Origin of Species. By Charles Darwin. 
59.§ Two double numbers, 30 cents each. 

60. Childhood of the World. By Edward Clodd. 
61. Miscellaneous Essays. By Richard A. Proctor. 
62. Religions of the Ancient World. By Prof. Geo. 


Rawlinson, University of Oxford. Double 
number, 30 cents. 


63. Progressive Morality. _ By Thomas Fowler 
LL.D. president of Corpus Christi College, 


Essays. 


Oxford. 

64. Distribution of Animals and Plants. By A. 
‘Russel Wallace and W. T. Thiselton Dyer. 

$5. Conditions of Mental Development; and other 
Essays. By Wm. Kingdon Clifford. 

66. Technical Education; and other Essays. By 
Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 

67. The Black Death. An Account of the Great 
Pestilence of the Fourteenth Centur». 
J. F. C. Hecker. 

68. (Special number, 10 cents.) Three Essay. 

erbert Spencer. 

69. (Double Number, "cente: Fetichiam : A Con 
tribution to Anthropology and the History 
of Religion. By Frit. Schultze, Ph.D. Trans- 


iod rom the German by J. Fitzgeral4 

70. Essays Speculativ and Practical By Herbet’ 
Spencer. 

7i. Anthropology. By Daniel Wil LL.D. 
With Appendix on Archeology. By E. B. 
Tylor, F.R.S. 

72. The Dancing Mania or the Middle Ages. B 
J. F. C. Hecker, M.D. Mioa Ager * 


78. Evolution in History, Language, and Science. 
Four Addresses Ablivercd at the London 
Crystal Palace School of Art, Science, and * 
Literature. : 

74. The Descent of Man; and selection in relation 
to Sex. By Oharles Darwin. In § parts 
15 cents each. 
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Ingersolls Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
“ Humboldt," “Thomas Paine,” ** Individual- 
ity,” and * Heretics and Heresies.” 


The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 


7 ev. Alexander 
ises before Me Like a 


per, 25 cents. 


The Christian Religion. By R. G. 


Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah §. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents, $1.00 per doz, post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 
Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
& Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 
Millions of these should be circulated. 


Vindication of Thomas Paine from 


the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents, ` 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


Large bize octavo, paper, 10 cents, 


Ingersoll's Lectures Complete. 
ound in one volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr. Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on * Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 
Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s ‘Tribute to 
i 8 Brother," “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banquet Toast," and the recent address over 
“Little Harry Miller's Grave,” that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
to any address, for 5Octs, or either one for licts. 
Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book is a gem. Itis a model in every re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued, It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated * Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, ar. ents, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versations of the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
urpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ac simile, has been prepared especially or 1t. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled, Among 
the subjects considered by Mr, Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiarles; the Church and Civilization ; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 

, Church and the Republic. fi ` 

Bible Morals. Tweùty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Seripture Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals ; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Rori tures and the Babbath; Examination of 

unda, 


Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the ristian Fathers; The 
abb ath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 

abbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 25 cents; six copies, $1.00. 


Thomas Paine, The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the stor 
of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 

dicates hs name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Choive extracts from “Common Sense,” 
** American Crisis," “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine, Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 


Image Breaker. 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Ohristian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cte. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 


delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention, January 29,1884. Price, 


10 cents, 
THE TRUTH SEEKEB OO., 


Situation Wanted. 


Àn honest, industrious man—a Freethinker— 
desires employment of any kind, such as work in 
a restaurant, or hotel, or coachman, or gardener. 

Address _ THos. Gopparp, 
8t22 Care Truth Seeker Co. 
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Reported for the “ Truth Seeke~” by 


New YORK: 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


®HE ONLY GORREGT 
EDITION. 


6 CENTS. 


WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


Was Jesus an Impostor? A debate between a 
Scotch novelist, Agnes Rollo Wilkie, and Arthur 
oss, The best conducted debate of modern 

- 160 pp., 25 cts. The Mirror of Free- 
thought, 50 cts. The Bible and Darwinism. 
25 cts. Biblical Errors and Secular ‘Truths, 25 
cts. Two Revelations. 5cts. Bible Horrors; or, 
Real Blasphemy. 5 cts. Bible Makers. 5 cts. 
Bible Saints—Nos. 1, 2, and 3. Each 5 cts. Moses 
vs. Darwin. 5 cts. Socrates, Buddha, and Jesus. 
5cts. Christianity a Degrading Religion. 5 cts. 
Fictitious Gods. 5 cts. Natural Man. 5 cts, 
The Old Faith and the New. 5cts, Bruno and 
Spinoza, 5cts. The Bible God and His Favorits. 


5 cts. Miracle-Workers. 5cts. Health, Wealth, 
and Happiness. 5cts.. The Brain and the Soul. 
5 cts. Nature and the Gods. 5cts. Design and 


Natural Selection. 5cts. Man and the Lower 


Animals, 6 cts. 
Address Watts and Co., 17 Johnson's Court, 


E.C., Lon lon, Eng. 


bible Temperance: 


LIQUOR DRINKING 


Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
by the Bible. 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


This is a companion book to Remsburg's ** Bible 
Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 
rese "x Lafayette Place, New York. 


. 
Ingersoll’s Tributes. 
REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices, The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
uated bordor, large clear typa. snitable for fram 
ing. The titles are: 

The Vision of War, 
Tribute to his Brother, 
The Grant. Banquet. Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller's Grave, 

The prices of these heretofore has been $1.00. We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFT CENTS. Mailed secure 
Jom akage Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 

28 Lafavatte PL. New York, 
ROMANISM, 
OR 


DANGER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER, 


Priog, - - - E m 40 Cens. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE 


Fathers of Our Republie, 
Paine, Jefferson, Washington, 
Franklin. 


A LECTURE delivered before the Tenth A onna 
Congress of the American Secular Union, 
:in Ohickering Hall, New York 
November 13, 1886. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 


Price 15 centa. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


W.S BELL'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Conflict between Christianity 
and Civilization. 


PRICE, - - - - - = 15 CENTS. 
It is a stunner : concise, scholarly, and good.— 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 


PRICE, 15 CENTS. 

Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. 

Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Man,—-T. B. Wakeman. 

A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. Itis a very 
es paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 

ge. 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTS. 


The number of heads under which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which each point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. | Therefore 
Itake great pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition " to the consideration of every person 
who i8 interested, not only in the cause ot temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self government.— 
J.J. McCabe. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 


“Iam very much pleased with it, and I wish the 
' eventy thousand ministers of this country were 
obliged to purchase the pamphlet and read every 
wo d of it.” 
Priae 15 centr 


SOCIAL WEALTH. 


The Sole Factors and Bract Ratios in Its 
Acquirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 


Price, (loth, . - $1 00, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 


A OoMPEND OF THE NaTunAL Laws or In- 
DUSTRIAL PRODUOTION AND 
ExOHANGE. i 
By J. K. Inaarrs, author of ** Social Wealth.” 
Price. 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


Men of Business Who Did Something Besides 
Making Money. A Book for Young Americans. 


BY JAMES PARTON. 
$1.25. 


For sale at this office 


Price, - >» - - 2 


HE TRUTH SEEKER. 
SES s 28 Laturette Piana. New Vark 


THE CONFESSIONAL 


ROMISH AND ANGLICAN. 
An Exposé. 
By SALADIN, Price, 30 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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Boetry. 


How the Robin Came. 


Happy young friends, sit by me, 
Under May’s blown apple-tree ; 
Hear a story, strange and old, 
By the wild red Indians told, 
How the robin came to be. 


Once a great chief left his son, 
Well beloved, his only one, 
When the boy was well-nigh grown, 
In the trial lodge alone. 
Left for tortures long and slow 
Youths like him must undergo, 
Who their pride of manhood test, 
Lacking water,.food, and rest. 
Seven days the fast he kept, 
Seven days he never slept. 
Then the poor boy, wrung with pain, 
Weak from nature’s overstrain, 
Faltering, moaned a low complaint : 
“ Spare me, father, for I faint !” 
But the chieftain, haughty-eyed, 
Hid his pity in his pride. 
“ You shall be a hunter good, 
Knowing never lack of food; 
You shall be a warrior great, 
Wise as fox and strong as bear; 
Many scalps your belt shall wear, 
If with patient heart you wait 
One day more !" the father said. 
When, next morn, the lodge he sought, 
And boiled samp and moose meat brought 
For the boy, he found him dead. 


As with grief his grave they made, 
And his bow beside him laid, 
Pipe, and knife, and wampum braid— 
On the lodge top overhead, 
Preening smooth its breast of red 
And the brown coat that it wore, 
Sat a bird, unknown before, 
And, as if with human tongue, 

“ Mourn me not,” it said or sung ; 

** T, a bird, am still your son, 
Happier than if hunter fleet, 
Or a brave, before your feet 
Laying scalps in battle won. 
Friend of man, my song shall cheer 
Lodge and corn land; hovering near, 
To each wigwam I shall bring 
Tidings of the coming spring; 
Every child my voice shall know 
In the moon of melting snow, 
When the maple’s red bud swells, 
And the wind flower lifts its bells; 
As their fond companion 
Men shall henceforth own your son, 
And my song shall testify 

. That of human kin am I.” 


Thus the Indian legend saith 

How, at first, the robin came 

With a sweeter life from death, 

Bird for boy, and still the same. 

If my young friends doubt that this 

Is the robin’s genesis, 

Not in vain is still the myth 

If a truth be found therewith; 

Unto gentleness belong 

Gifts unknown to pride and wrong ; 

Happier far than hate is praise, 

He who sings than he who slays. f 

—John G. Whittier in St. Nicholas. 

—————— —9-—$-,€— — — — — . 

Lost Souls and Saved Bodies. 


“A STEAMER Lost !—The steamer John Knox. 
" She struck the Channel Harbor and sank 
in half an hour. Every soul on board perished. 
Some bodies were saved, having been washed 
ashore.” : 

We would most respectfully inquire of the 
chronicler of the above paragraph his mean- 
ing in stating, ‘Every soul on board per- 
ished?” If he means every person on board 
lost his life, died, or perished, why not say 


so? Why call the crew of the steamer souls? | 


Holding the chronicler to an accurate use of 
terms, we can call him to an account for fix- 
ing the state of these “ souls,” for without 
any reservation, limitation, or qualification, 
he boldly declares ‘‘every soul perished.” 
Then these “souls” are dead; they can 
neither rise at judgment in glory, nor to 
shame and everlasting contempt. They are 
dead, every one of them; “perished,” ut- 
terly annihilated ! i 

Is it not about time for newspaper men to 
drop these Biblé terms and phrases, and re- 
port their news items with a little more 
sense ? 

There is another error we see often—oh, so 
often !I—'' The couple became man and wife ;" 
or, what is still worse, ‘‘the parson made 
them man and wife.” Why not report it he 

` “ made them woman and husband ?” as much 
sense in the latter as in the former. Just 
think how ridiculous! The parson makes 
the groom a man by marrying him to the 
bride, while the bride remains a woman, just 
what she was before! He was not a man 
before, but the marriage has made him one. 
They are now only man and wife, not hus- 
band and wife. She becomes a wife by the 
: marriage, but he does not become a husband. 
His relationship is not changed toward the 
wife; he is simply a man as before, not a hus- 
band, while she is his wife; for did not the 
parson after the ceremony declare, “I now 
pronounce you man and wife ?” 
Recently this vulgarism has been very 
apparent in the Walker-Harman trial, where 


[ 
the offenders were indicted for *'living to- 


gether as man and wife," and this in law re- 
peated until one would grit their teeth and 
exclaim, ‘‘ What fools these lawyers and law- 
makers be!” 

Away with such Christian Bible nonsense, 
and use proper language when describing 
the common events of life, and if the 
churches and priesthood choose to use holy 
twaddle, myth, fire, blood, and thunder, let 
them do so to their hearts’ content, but let 
those who know better leave them severely 
alone in their false Bible expressions and 
sacred phraseology, and if they choose to 
chronicle a narrow escape, ''it was mirac- 
ulous,” and thus expose their inaccuracy and 
bigotry we can afford to let them and smile 
at their folly. But let usarm ourselvs against 
these infringements on a correct use of lan- 
guage, and stick to a scientific vocabulary 
bereft of their insane renderings and divine 
interpolations without sense or reason. 


Eta E. Greson. 
— eo 


A Dialog. 

Infidel. Was Adam a perfect man or not? 

Christian. God made him perfect, but he 
sinned and became imperfect. 

I. Could a perfect being sin? 

C. Adam was a free agent, and could do as 
he pleased, right or wrong. 

I. You hav not answered my question. 
Could a perfect being sin, or would a perfect 
being want to sin ? ` 

C. Well, he might be tempted. 

I. Suppose God had made two men, and 
suppose fhe one had no desire to sin and 
could not be tempted, while the other had & 
taste for forbidden fruit and finally ate sonie 
— would one be better than the other ? 

C. Yes. 

I. Then could both be perfect ? 

C. Well, no; not if one were better than 
the other. ^ 

I. Which would be imperfect ? 

C. Why, the one that wanted to sin—the 
way you put it. 

I. Well, is not that the one that God made 
and the one that you said was made perfect? 

C. You talk likc an Infidel, and such re- 
marks may cost you your soul. Jt will mat- 
ter but little to you whether Adam was per- 
fect or not when you get into hell. 

I. At your string's end, eh? Your own 
answers make you admit that if Adam 
sinned he was not perfect. Now, is not the 
God that made him responsible for the sin 
resulting from his imperfection ? 

C. I don’t want to discuss such things. 
God’s ways are not man’s ways. 

I. Why didn’t you say that at first? 
Tyrone, Pa. Wm. Soorr. 
——  —9 9 9—— — ——— 

How a Church Extension Failed. 
A Sioux Falls minister recently went out 


toanother Dakota town to help organize a |. 


church. . On his return his wife said to him: 

** I trust you were successful and laid the 
foundation for a prosperous church society.” 

** Well, I'm afraid I can’t say that I was.” 

'* Why, I don't see what could, hav pre- 
vented ?” 

“Pil tell you; I got those together who 
appeared to be interested, and we talked the 
matter over some little time.” 

'* Well, why don't you go on?” 

“ Why, they didn’t appear to be very en- 
thusiastic, and to test the matter I said, 
‘Gentlemen, I move that we proceed to 
organize a Presbyterian church.’ Just then 
& prominent business man arose and said, 
‘I move to amend the gentleman's motion 


so that instead of a Presbyterian church | 


we organize a board of trade and get up a 
boom.’ ‘Those in favor of the amendment,’ 
said-I, ‘ will please rise. You ought to hav 
seen them get up! Every man stood up ex- 
cept one lame man, and he was feeling on the 
floor for his crutch. Some got up on the 
chairs, and one man tried to crawl on top of 
the stove. When I came away they were 
talking about moving the cemetery to make 
room for a street-car line.” Winnipeg Sift- 
ings. 
—— 9 9— — — —— 
Attractiv Services. 


The Methodist papers are printing a good 


many communications on the subject ‘of 
church entertainments of an alleged question- 
able character. The Northern Christian Ad- 
vocate tells of one such entertainment, the 
handbills in regard to which read as follows: 
TO-NIGHT! 
SWEEPING-CAP SOCIAL! 
AT M. E. OHUROH, 
` UNDER THE AUSPICES OF 
Young Ladies’ Home Missionary Society. 
Each lady is to hav two sweeping-caps, 


| 


| 


both of which are to be numbered; one of 
them she wears, and the other is placed with 
all the rest. The gents are to draw from the 
caps, which entitles them to the ladies wear- 
ing the caps which bear the corresponding 
number. ; ` 

Twenty-five cents will buy a cap, a lady, 
and supper for two. 

Sale of caps to commence at '8 o'clock. 


THE YOUNG RECRUITS’ BAND 
Hav kindly consented to furnish appropriate 
music. : 

COME AND HELP ON A GOOD CAUSE. 
: — Tribune. 


WORKS OF 0. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 


Christianity a Reward for Crime. 
Authenticated by the Bible. 
Paper, 12mo, 29 pages, - - - 


10c. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 


Paper, 12mo, 47 pages, - = - 15c 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 25c. 


A Masonic Vindication of Right. 
A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 36 pages, - - - - 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


Charles Watts's Works. 


Saints and Sinners. 10 cents. 
‘The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price,$1.25. CONTENTS: 
Section I. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section Il. Whatit 
Owes to Mohamiedanism. Section IIT. Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors. Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Sec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands. 
(Dedicated to Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll.) 

.82 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22pagesin cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christian Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh.  Con- 
tents: The Origin of Christianity; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 

Seeularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. . 

Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are published at the low griese of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible; Freethought and 
Modern Progress; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
arism; Science and Bible Antagonistic; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. 
the above works address THE TRUTH 
ER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents; 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish that the friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


HISTORY 
OF THE 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


15e. 


or all of 
SEEK- 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J, Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; Jos. Burgher and 

© L. Browne, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 
prise,the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generally 
+o the practical solution of the problem of Integral 
Oo-operation. Price, $1 a year; 50 centa for six 
months: 95 cente fov £hroe months 


oLD Catalogue of Old, Rare, and Second- 
hand Standard books sent free. 
BOOKS! JORDAN BROS., 45 North 9th, St., 
ji 18t17 Philadelphia, Pa. 
Practical Experience with Poultry. 


By Gro. M. DAVENPORT. ] 
& pamphlet of 32 weli-filled pages, costing only 
“a quarter,” but as full of meat as an egg. It is 
well called “ practical,” for we find nothing un- 
practical in if, Hens, ducks, geese, and turkeys 
are particularly discussed and their economica 
breeding and keeping treatedof. There are many 
practical hints about keepiùg poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition to 
the poultry literature of the day. 3 

TRUTH SEEKER Office, 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


~ 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thonsand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the characters of the principal 
pergonages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins. Price, $1.75. 


This isa little book— 


Mottoes for Freethinkers. 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the ** God-bless-our- 
home” placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 221-2. The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 
readings: 


: THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTROL 
: THE WORLD. 


OF SLAVERY. 


THE TIME TO BE HAPPY IS NOW, : 
AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE. : 


NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
“TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


` THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY; 
: TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. 


The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. 

For Freethought. societies there is a large card 
22 x 15 inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 30 
cents. Anyof these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRAVELS iN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 


BY ROBERT O. ADAMS. 
Oloth, $1.25. For Bale at this Office. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, ' 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


BIBLE MYTHS 


AND THEIR 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


The object of the work is to Point out the myths 
with which the Old and New estaments abound; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. 

“It is unquestionably true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else so accessible as they are now made 
in the work before ug,"—JN. Y, Sun. 

1vol.8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.50. 


DR. J. L. YORE, 


The noted Western Liberal orator, started on 
his Eastern lecture tour May ist, to speak at 
Sacramento on May 8th, at Salt Lake City, May 
15th and 22d, at Canon City. Col., May 29th, at Den- 
ver, Col., June 5th and 12th; and at Garden City, 
Dodge City. Kan.; Ottumwa, Iowa; Chicago, Ill.; 
Grand Rapids, Mich ; Columbus, Alliance, Akron, 
Ohio; Linesville, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, Pa,; . 
New York, N. ¥.; Boston, Mass.; Albany, Troy. 
Rochester, Batavia, Buffalo, N. Y.; Cleveland, O., 
and at other points on or near the line, should the: 
friends desire it, and leave the latch-string out, 
at liv and let-liv rates. 

Don’t miss a rare treat, and Freethinkers and! 
Liberals desiring to arrange with the Doctor, 
please address without delay, in care of Chess: 
Brothers, Garden City, Kan.; Thos. J, Truss, 
Denver, Colorado; William Lindsay, Ottumwa, 
Iowa; E. A. Stevens, 760 West Lake street, 
Chicgao, Ill; D, A. Blodgett, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
R. H. Ralston, Columbus, Ohio; Roman Staly, 86 
Diamond street, Pittsburgh, Pa., Geo. Longford, 
1106 Leopard st., Philadelphia, Pa.; Truth Seeker 
office, New York city; Investigator office, Boston, 
Mass.; H. L. Green, 165 Delevan av., Buffalo, N.Y.; 
N. Hexter, Cleveland, Ohio. 


Very Cheap Pamphlets. 


We hav on hand a large number of the following 
of Colonel Ingersoll’s pamph ets, which will be 
disposed of at cost, as fol ows: 


Ingersoll Catechised: 


His Answers to a Number of Vital Questions Pro- 
pounded by the Editor of the “San Franciscan ;" 
eee 8 cents; per dozen, 30 cents; per hundred, 


ORTHODOXY, 


A lecture, fifty-four closely printed large 12mc 
pages, 10 cents; fifteen, $1; and $6 per hundred. 
Civil Rights Speech, 
Including the address of Frederick D-uglas. fifty- 
three-large octavo pages, singly, 10 cents; fifteen 
for $1; aad $6 per hundred. i 
.We suggest that these be purchased in quanti- 
ties, and given away to Christians, and it is with 
that not unreasonable expectation that the prices 
hav been placed so low. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Laiayette Pl., New York. 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


CALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
OANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge 8t., Toronto 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
` OOLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
: . ILLINOIS. € 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. R 


KANBAB.: 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 
at MAINE. - 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 

MICHIGAN. 


A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 

8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 

Chas. Sach, 138 8. Division St., Grand Rapids. 

Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. : 

Phillip Roeder, 322 Olive st., 8t. Louis. 

E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 

Lang & Co., 709 Olive st., 8t. Louis. 
NEBRASKA. 

Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. 

Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 

Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 

OHIO. 

N. Hexter, 808 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. 

B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 


Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila. 


George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
TENNESSEE. 

Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
TEXAS. 

L. Andruss, Denison. 

T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 


UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 

ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


Robt. G. Incersoll’s 
OPENING SPHECH TO THE JURY 
in the suit of the 


Bankers and Merchants’ 
graph Company 
‘against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 


So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that THE TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


MWe 


'Fele- 


Yr X .Q YT X ry 
RAE X "GLO ARB: 


OR, 
The Church of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written fn well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


S. P, Putnam's Works. 


Tho Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms o 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
“A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power ; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day."— John 
Swinton’s Paper. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein iti 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 


poured forth, it seems to nis, with extraordi- 
nary beauty."—Dmn. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Wife. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Dowt He Lend a Hand, and 


other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 


Adami and Heva, A Poetic version 
version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
cour the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 1f 
cents, 

For ali of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE 


Unrivaled in Tone, B 


Vo 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. 


hammer Logic unsurpassed.” 
silk cloth, $3, 


Deity Analyzed and the Devil’s De- 
fense. A thorough analysis of the 
claims for the existence of the Bible deity, and 
an examination in verse of the charges gener- 
ally brought against his Satanic majesty. 
12mo, 466pp., 21.50. 


The Rea! Blasphemers. Showing 
that those who believe in the deity described 
in the Bible, and not those who deny his ex- 
istence, are guilty of “blasphemy.” Paper, 
12m0, 138pp., 50 cents. : 


Spiritualism Sustained, This work 
goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 


“For Sledge- 


8vo., 833pp., 


HOW TO STRENCTHEN 
THE MEMORY; 


OR, 
Natural and Scientific Methods of 
Never Forgetting. 
By M. L. HOLBROOK, M.D. 


12mo,160pp. -- = = = $1.00 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Latayette Pl., New York. 
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THE 


ruth Seeker Annua 


ecthinkers Almanac, 
1887. 


+ WITH + ILLGSTRATIONS. + 


CONTENTS- 


Freethought in the United States, 1886, - - 
Liberty. Address by Grover Cleveland, - - 
The Coming Dawn. By D. Louis Bodge, - 


Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the 
States and Territories of the United States, 


HU The Right to Testify. By F. M. Holland, - 92 il} 
| The American Secular Union. By Samuel P. 

| Putnam, $ " i A p » E = z 94 

il The Parson. A Story. By Si Slokum, - . 98 ti 


NEW YORK: 
3 «PUBLISHED AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICA, 
AS 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. °K 


gý- 


E 
on M 
“New York. 


"Phe Public Schools 


AND THE 


Catholic Church. 


By L. K. Washburn. 


—-—0— 
EXTRACT. wis 

“I could pronounce no benediction upon Ro- 
manism. It hss done mischief enough to deserve 
transportation for life. I regard Roman_Chri’- 
tianity as the worst form of tyranny. It com- 
mands the arm to work and the brain to die; it 
feeds faith and starves thought; it loves opp-es- 
sion and hates liberty. It has given falsehood a 

crown and truth a scaffold.” 


PRICE, 5 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayet'e Piac‘, New York. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 


Price 10 cents, 
Address THE. TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, itis now known to be the work of W. 


H. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. 
For sale at this office. 


Price, 15 cenis. 
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PRICE, 25 CENTS. 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sti., at 2:30 and 7:80 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Beeker publications always on hand at cheap rate 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could mot write, 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Earl 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wm. HENRY 
Buzz. Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office. 


““SHOPPEL’S MODERN HOUSES” No. & 
(Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting, 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces for 
gonstructing a model house, with plain directions 
for putting them together. 

ile the supplement affords both old and 
goung the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. It is, in fact,a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, 80 exact that it is useful to 
builders, — 
55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000). 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1New Design for a Ohapel. 

Drawings and deseription of & model Kitchen 

(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 

An Article on Villa Park Associations. 

BENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRIOE, $1. 
Address 


THE C0-0PERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASSO’N, 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. ` 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli. 
cal Works, 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


* The Author-Hero of the Revolution." 
Price, Single Copies, me Six copies for 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of asepa- 


ration.” 
Price, 35 cents, 


For either of these works, or any of Paine's 
writings, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


VOLT AIRES ROMANCES 


OONTENTS : 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.— Zadig, 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist. —l'he Princes 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowns. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas.— 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the White 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid PA er. With 6? 

engravings. Price, cloth, bevele oards, $2.00. 

H:df calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Co. 


THE DAWNING. 


A NOVEL. 


** Oh, heaven! Apollo is once more among the 
herdsmen of Admetus, and the herdsmen know 
not it is the Sun-god !” 


An octavo volume of nearly 400 pages, bound in 


cloth. Price, $1.50. : 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Co., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Secret of the East, 
OR, 
The Origin of the Christian Religion 
and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Price, $1.00. For sale at this office. 
CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


95 Cents Each. 
Address TEE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION, 

From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION. 


Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
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diews of the Week. 


WILLIAM A. WHEELER, Vice-president under 
Hayes, died at Malone, N. Y., last Saturday, 
aged 67. l 

Newman Lirrer and Herman Hehrskrowitz, 
tailors, were arrested last Sunday for break- 
ing the Sabbath by sewing. 


Tue clearing away of 
the débris from the site 
of the París theater fire 
brought to light the bod- 
ies of seventy victims. 


Tnx latest development 
in the Sharp trial is the 
charge of jury-bribing by 
the defendant. An inves- 
tigation is being made. 


Tue Episcopalians of 
New York talk of erect- 
ing a cathedral, to be the 
finest building of the kind 
in America and to cost 
$10,000,000. 


Te birthday of Jeffer- 
son Davis on June 3d was 
celebrated at Richmond, 
Va., by a concert for the 
benefit of the Confederate 
Soldiers’ Home. Davis 
is 79. 


Tux Rev. W. C. Stiles, 
reported lost, strayed, or 
stolen from Pittsfield, N. 
H., was seen in New York, 
and later turned up at 
Norway, Me., where his 
mother livs. 


Tue pope has written 
to his nuncios abroad 
saying that the restora- 
tion of his temporal 
power is the only terms 
upon which he will treat 
for peace with the Italian 
government. 


THE ORDER OF CREATION, 


A Discussion Between 
Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, 
Linton, Reville... 
On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
OONTENTS: 
I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. By Hon. 
..E, Gladstone. 
II. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 
preters of Nature. By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 
III. Postscript to Bolar Myths. By Prof. Max 
uller. 


y D By Hon, W. E. Gladstone. to M. 
. Dawn of Creation. Answer to Mr. 
- stone. By Albert Reville, D.D. 

VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. 


IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. 
Glad- 
By Prof. T. H. 


Gems of Chonght. 


SLAVERY, its perpetuation and crimes, are an 


Huxley. " 
YII. A Protest and a Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin-| eternal blot upon the Christian church of Amer- 


on 


This is à new book and contains the latest discus- 
The names of the 


sion on the mistakes of Moses. 


ica.—D. M. Bennett. 
| WHEN we entreat a fellow-creature to forgiv the 


participants are a guarantee of its able character. | offenses we hav committed against him, we mean 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette Pl.,New York 


ABRAHAM PREPARETH TO CARVE ISAAC. 


: And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the.knife to slay his son. 
him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham.—Gen. xxii, 10, 11. 


Aud the angel of the Lord ealled unto 


to entreat that he will not, by any act of his, pun- 
ish us for them, that he will not revenge or repay 
them, that he will retain no rancor in his breast 
against us on &ccount of 
. them; and such a prayer 
addressed to a being of like: 
passions to ourselvs is ra- 
tional and intelligible, be- 
cause we know that it is 
natural for him to feel an- 
ger at our injuries, and 
that, unless moved to the 
contrary, he will próbably 
retaliate. Bui when we pray 
to our heavenly father to 
**forgiv us our trespasses as 
weforgiv them that trespass 
against us" we overlook 
the want of parallelism of 
the two cages and show that 
our notions on the subject 
are altogether misty and 
confused; for God cannot 
be injured by our sins and 
he isinaccessible to the pas- 
sions of anger and revenge. 
. » The expression of God's 
taking vengeance isan Old 
Testament or a pagan ex- 
pression and can ouly be 
consistently and intelligibly 
used by those who entertain 
the same low ideas of God 
as the ancient Greeks and 
Hebrews entertained—that 
is, who think of him as an 
irritable, jealous, and 
avenging potentate.—G@reg’s 
C. eed of Christendom. 


THERE are wide and irrec- 
oncilable differences of 
opinion among Christians. 
These differences are incon- 
sistent with the claim that 
the Bibie is a revelation 
from God. Should a being 
of infinit wisdom make a 
revelation to man, he would, 
it is reasonable to be'ieve, 
make himself understood; 
otherwise his communica- 
tion would be no revelation 
&tall To reveal is to make 


Tux backbone of the Sunday beer famin in 
this city appears to hav been broken. 


À. THOUSAND men were employed last week 
in the ruins of the car stables recently burnt, 
digging out the carcasses of the 1,200 horses 
destroyed by the fire. 

Tur Italian woman, Chiara Cignarale, 
charged with shooting her husband in a New 
York tenement-house, has been found guilty 
of murder in the first degree and sentenced 
to be hanged July 22d. 


News has just been received at Manson, 
Calhoun county, Ta, that the Rev. Dr. Reid, 
who left that place last winter to become a 
missionary in Central Africa, had been killed 
and'eaten by a tribe of cannibals. 


Lewis MASQUERIER, the land reformer, 
dedicated his own monument .in Cypress 
Hills Cemetery, Brooklyn, last Sunday. A 
few friends were present and listened to his 
address. Mr. Masquerier is 85 years old. 


CHARLES SEIDHOR*, aged 91, and his wife, 
aged 93, of Union Hill, N. J., committed sui- 
cide last week rather than go to the poor- 
house. The poormaster called for them and 
found them both dead upon the floor. A let- 
ter which the old man left set forth the rea- 
Sons for the act. 


Tux new Scotch cutter, the Thistle, built 
to capture the America's cup, now held by 
New York yachtsmen, has proved herself to 
be a remarkably fast boat, having beaten the 
Genesta by eleven minutes in a forty-four-mile 
race over the Dover course. She will come 
to America and try for the cup. 


James Hops, the notorious bank burglar, 
was taken to Auburn last week for robbing 
the Manhattan bank in this city several years 
ago. He has just served out a sentence in 
California for a similar offense. Other sen- 
tences in different states are hanging over 
him. He is upwards of fifty years of age, 
and will probably end his days in jail. 


Tur workingmen of New York, to the num- 
ber of more than 50,000, turned out last Sat- 
urday night to giv a reception to Mr. O'Brien, 
editor of United Ireland, but Mr. O'Brien 
refused to show himself. He said in expla- 
nation that he could not appear upon the same 
platform with John McMackin, who had once 
presided at a dynamiter’s lecture; neither 
would he fellowship with Henry George, on 
account of his land doctrins, nor with 
McGlynn, because of his trouble with the 
pope. Heis severely criticised by the leaders 
of the labor movement. 


Odds and nds. 


THE fashionable clergyman is feeling very ill 
just now, and his congregation are skirmishing 
round to raise money to send him to Europe. 


THERE is a couple living in the vicinity of Bos- 
ton, who two years ago were nursed in the lap of 
luxury; that is to say, they were very wealthy. In 
afatal hour the husband took to amateur farm- 
ing, and the wife became her own milliner and 
dressmaker. The last seen of the unfortunate 
pair was last week, when they entered the cars en 
route for the state almshouse. 


JOHNNY was sick last summer and had to stay in 
the house while there was a circus in town. Nat- 
urally it did not sweeten his temper, and his 
mother had to talk to him. “ My child," she 
said, * you must not complain because you are 
Sick. It is very wicked. You want to go to 
heaven, don't you?” ** Yes’m,” he growled, “but 
not til after the circus. A little boy can go to 
heaven any time, but a circus ain't in town every 
day." 


A CERTAIN gentleman had a mother-in-law with 
whom he did not liv on a very peaceful footing. 
Finally she died, and the son-in-law in a few days 
afterward met Jones, who is somewhat of a lit- 
erary character. ‘“*I suppose you hav heard of 
my misfortune,” said the distressed son-in-law 
“ Yes, Tread the sad news.” '* Well I want you 
to get me a nice epitaph for her—something 
short.” “ Yes,” replied the friend, “ the shorter 
the better, How would ‘ At Last ’ do?” 


“ My son,” said a minister, placing his hand on 
the head of a freckle-faced boy, *“ do you attend 
the Baptist Sunday-school?” ** No, mum," re- 
plied the boy, **but me and Billy Powers goes 
a-swimmin’ in the baptistry in the basement.” 
* But,” said the minister, ** you will never get re- 
ligion in that way.” “Oh, come off!” growled 
the boy. “ The baptistry hasn’t been pumped out 
for six months, and the religion in it is a-gettin’ 
so thick that it will stick to us when we don’t use 
soap.” 


TRUE, THOUGH REMARKABLE. 

“Yes, I'm from Dakota,” he said meekly as he 
got into conversation with aman on an Eastern 
train. 

“Ah, is that so? I am thinking of going out 
there myself to invest in some farming land.” 

“We hav some very fine land.” 

“ So I understand—but are not some of the sto- 
ries they tell of its fertility exaggerated ?" 

“Why, my friend, I am sorry to say some of 
them are downright untruths.” 

“ That’s what I thought. Now, what is the most 
remarkable instance of the fertility of Dakota 
soil which ever came under your observation ?” 

“Well,I believe the case of my pump might go 
at the head of the list.” 

‘© What was it?” 

**T dug a well about forty feet deep the first sea- 
son I was there and put down a wooden pump. It 
happened that it was made out of a small cotton- 
wood log which was a little green, and the soil at 
the bottom of that well, forty feet from the sur- 
face, was so fertil that the pump took root, and it 


also grew up and branched out, and now while 
my children play iu a swing attached to one of 
the branches I pump water through the hole which 
still remains in the trunk.” 

* Do you tell that for the truth ?" 

* Why, certainly, sir; I never tell anything but 
the truth.” . 

* Are you engaged in farming or the real estate 
business?" 

* Why,I'm engaged in neither, my friend, nei- 
ther. Pm a preacher. I went out there as a mis- 
sionary seven years ago, and though my work has 
been humble I trustit has had a beneficial influ- 
ence on our people."—Dakota Bell. 


INSTRUCTIV STATISTICS FURNISHED BY THE EDITOR 
OF A WEEKLY PAPER. 


Average number of MSS. received per day... 
Average number of MSS. declined per day... 
Number of enemies made per day............ 
Number of reproachful and abusıy letters ro- 
ceived per mouth from would-be contrib- 
utors, whose work I hav refused.......... 
Number who cheerfully accept my judgment 
Number of contributors who hav sought to 
work upon my sympathies, and by there- 
cital of pathetic tales of poverty and dis- 
tress induce me to accept their MSS 


125 
120 
120 


Number who hav succeeded......... 8 
Number of times I hav been sorry I 8 
Number of my relativs living.... 38 
Number of these who think the 

petent to write for my paper 33 
Number who hav tried to do it.. 33 
Number who hav failed . B 
Number of suggestions as to the proper man- 

ner of * running" my paper received per 

week from friends........... teitveeMet 55 
Number of these suggestions utilized........ 00 
Number of my contributors who are thor- 

oughly satisfied with my treatment of 

THEM... . cece cce secs ccereeeseeeees, erret 00 
Number of persons among my acquaintances 

who do not think they could conduct the 

paper better than I do....................- 00 
Number of times I hav wished that I were 

DCAM ———— 5,860 


THE OZAR'S PLEASURE TRIP. 


The czar started out on a pleasure excursion, 
To travel a few miles by rail, 

With stockings of iron that he had to pry on, and 
a steel undershirt that wouldn’t show the 
dirt, and a riveted ulster of mail. 

I need for this trip stout clothes that won't rip,” 
Said the czar, ** when they catch on a nail.” 


And he took for hisfriends on this pleasure excur- 
sion 
An army of soldiers so rough, : 
With gun and with cannon, with flag and with 
pennon, with carloads of shot, and a mon- 
strous big lot of muskets, and rifles, and stuff. 
Says he : “Twill be tame if we find any game, 
And don’t hav ammunition enough.” 


So he started forth on his pleasure excursion, 
This jolly and fun-loving czar ; 
And they halted, ‘tis reckoned, on every third 
second, hit the wheels with a whack, and ex- 


known. Men are liable to 
be misunderstood because of the indefinitness of 
their ideas and their inability to express their 
views with clearness and precision, but is it possi- 
ble that sucha being as we are told God is has 
taken the pains to inspire certain individuals to 
write his thoughts, and has so obscured his mean- 
ing by doubtful phrases and ambiguous expres- 
sions that learned and honest men cannot agree 
as to what he has declared ?—Underwood?'s Chris- 
ttanity and Materialism. 

Tre English laborer wants to know if the village 
rector of Mr. Forster's imagiration has anything 
to say about justice here on this solid earth. He 
has heard enough sentimental cant about the 
joys of heaven, where he, the rector, and the 
squire, their earthly distinctions having vanished, 
are to stand round a throne, waving palm- 
branchesand striking harps. These celestial pos- 
sibilities somehow do not appeal very strongly to 
his dull imagination. But he i8 conscious of 
Stern and disagreeable facts related to his actual 
daily life. He knows that he and his fath- 
ers hav been for generations uncared' for, ne-. 
glected, and permitted to grow up with scarcely 
higher aspirations than the beasts about him and 
often not so well housed as they. He has an idea. 
in his dim mind that a religion which has nothing: 
to say about iniquitous land and game laws is no 
religion for him. He finds that the rector has no 
word of rebuke for earthly injustice, but is, in 
nine cages out of ten, the friend and ally of some 
neighboring game-preserving landlord. But the 
son of toil needs and demands justice and prog- 
ress here. ] 

Not in Utopia, subterraneous fields— 

Or some secreted island, heaven knows where! 

But in the very world, which is the worlé 

Of us all, the place where in the end 

We find our happiness, or not at all. 

—Wordsworth. 
For these things the laborer looks in vain from 
Mr. Forster's time-serving priest with his usual 
pictures of celestial bliss.— William Clarke. 

BETWEEN vague, wandering capability and 
fixed, indubitable performance, what a differ- 
ence! A certain inarticulate self-consciousness 
dwells in us; which only our works can render ar- 
ticulate and decisivly discernible. Our works are 
the mirror wherein the spirit first sees its natural 
lineaments. Hence, too, the folly of that impos- 
sible precept, Know thyself; till it be translated 
into this partially possible one, Know what thou 
canst work at.—Cariytes Sartor Resartus, 

* Ix all the contingencies of chance and variety 
of action,” says Jeremy Taylor, *remember that 
thou art the maker of thy own fortune and of thy 
own sin,” which reminds one of the complaint of 
Minerva in the Odyssey : “How wanton mortals 
to reproach the gods; for men say that evils come 
from us. But they themselvs by their own folly 
suffer more than they need suffer.”—Christian 
Register. 

Our bodies are our gardens; to the which our 
wills are gardeners; so tbat if we will plant net- 


amined the track, and tore up the floor of | tles, or sow lettuce; set hyssop and weed up 


the car. 
“ What a jolly sweet life,” said the czar to his wife : 
** This pleasure excursion, ha, ha !”"~S, W. Foss. 


THE TRUTH SEFKER ANNUAL. 


Price, 25 cents. 


thyme ; supply it with one gender of herbs, or 
distract it with many ; either to hav it steril with 
idleness or manured with industry; why, the 
power and corrigible authority of this lies in our 
wills.—Shakspere’s Othello, Act1, Sc. iti. 
No sadder proof can be given by a man of his 
; own littleness than disbelief in great men.—Car- 
tyle. 
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BILL.—LET THE GOVERNOR SIGN IT! 


alates and Glippings. 


Neat Dow charges that the rumsellers of 
Maine bribe Republican officials not to en- 
force the Prohibition law. 

CARDINAL GrsBoNs has returned from 
Rome, and last Sunday he spoke in Baltimcre. 
He said that the pope has great affection for 
America! 

SAVANNAH News: '' The irreverence of 
some of the so-called evangelists has become 
nauseating. They are as familiar with the 
name of the deity as a cat with its kittens.” 


Mayor Wnurrxzy, of Brooklyn, declines to 
appoint women on the Board of Education in 
, that city. New York has three ladies on its 
board, and the result has not proven unsatis- 
factory. 
Tur fiftieth anniversary of Queen Victoria's 
_ accession to the throne of England occurs 
. June the 28th, and that is what all the jubila- 
tion is about. The exercises at Westminster 
Abbey will cost $85,000. 


Tue Allgemeine Zeitung, a Vienna news- 
paper, mentions a project which has been 
hinted at to make Pope Leo king of Palestine 

` under a guarantee of protection on his throne 
by all the Catholic powers. 

Tue Salvation Army recently made a raid 
on a Kansas town, and this is part of a circu- 
lar with which they billed the village : ** Smil- 
ing Belle, from "Wichita, Kan., the girl who 
jumped out of a two-story window to get 
salvation, will be at the rink, April 18th, at 
8 p.m, Cyclones of salvation! Tornadoes of 
power! Gales of grace! Celestial breezes! 
Collection at the door to defray expenses.” 


Tue price for a license to sell liquor in 
Bushnell, I., is $2,000, and yet six saloon 
men hav applied for licenses. This, they say, 
represents about $12 apiece from every man, 
woman, and child in the town. 


Tur Rev. Edward H. Dutcher, Methodist, 
of Bedford, N. Y., has quit work and gone on 
strike. His salary was meager, and he de- 
clares that he will not break any more bread 
of life until he is better paid for it. 


PRoFEssor ADLER’s Workingman’s School on 
54th street held its first graduating exer- 
cises last Saturday evening. Mr. Adler pre- 
sided, and Mayor Hewitt sent a letter. This 
school combines education in mechanics with 
the ordinary school studies. The results hav 
been very encouraging. 


Tue late Mrs. A. T. Stewart, during the 
last few years of her life, built a cathedral 
at Garden City, L. I., at an expense of some- 
thing like a half million dollars, and endowed 
it with $15,000 annually. The trustees of the 
cathedral are not satisfied with these munifi- 
cent gifts, and are suing for more. 


APPEARANOES indicate that Dr. McGlynn 
will not go to Rome in obedience to the 
pope’s orders. He has lecture engagements 
up to June 23d, and if he fills them he will 
hav but eight days left out of the forty given 
him during which he must present himself in 
the holy city or be excommunicated. 


Tue New York Episcopalians hav begun 
taking subscriptions toward their new $10,- 
000,000 cathedral. They hav already raised 
$400,000, and a committee is to choose a site 
at an early day. In order to draw subscrip- 
tions from all Protestant denominations, the 
promis is made that the cathedral will be con- 


ducted on unsectarian methods. If $10,000,- 
000 is expended in the construction of this 
cathedral, there is no doubt that it will be 
ornamental as well as useless. 


Tzxasliquor dealers are soliciting subscrip- 
tions from brewers and dealers in the North 
and West to combat the Prohibitionists in 
the coming elections. They say that unless 
speakers are put in the field the state is likely 
to adopt Prohibition by 25,000 majority. 
The dealers want high license and strict 
supervision of the traffic. 


Tux Chicago Hapress had recently this sig- 
nificant editorial: ‘D. B. Stevenson, of 
Paola, Kan., desires the Hapress to continue 
the publication of the Talmage sermons. To 
show how hard it is to please all, we will say 
that the Zepress discontinued them for the 
reason that hundreds each week declared 
that they were a disgrace to the paper." 


Tur following announcement was a few 
weeks since extensivly placarded on enor- 
mous posters in the town of Lisburn, county 
Antrim, where a series of Lent lectures was 
being given in one of the Protestant churches: 

Sunday, April 8. 
Taz REVEREND CANON —— 
** Descended into Hell." 
You are all affectionately invited. 


Eprrog O’Brizn’s visit to New York for 
the purpose of arousing public sympathy in 
behalf of Ireland was to some extent a disap- 
pointment. The leaders of the Labor party 
here got up a parade in his honor, probably 
Jarger than he will ever see again with the 
same object, and prepared to giv him & rous- 
ing reception, but on account of the presence 
of a few objectionable persons he declined to 


"made a novel suggestion. 


present himself before the multitude. He 
was afterward banqueted and received by & 
few distinguished individuals, but there was 
no popular demonstration. Banker Eugene 
Kelly, however, placed $25,000 in his hands 
for the Parnell fund. 


Durme the recent discussion by the Gen- 
era] Presbyterian Assembly of the communion 
wine question, several clergymen undertook 
to explain the exact character of the wine 
used by the savior at the Last Supper. After 
the issue had been disposed of by the adop- 
tion of a resolution in favor of unfermented 
wine, the Rev. J. S. Martin, of Chillicothe, 
“Having drawn 
the line on the wine question,” he remarked 
to one of the brethren, '* it’s now in order for 
the assembly to determin the exact kind of 
stone upon which Moses engraved the Ten 
Commandments. It’s important to know 
whether it was sandstone, limestone, or con- 
crete." — PAiladelphia Bulletin. 


A portion of the congregation of the old 
Washington Street Methodist church in 
Brooklyn hav petitioned the bishop not to re- 
appoint the Rev. C. W. Millen as their pastor. 
They charge that "Mr. Millen has banished 
from the church a gospel temperance organi- 
zation; that he indulges in unprofitable con- 
versation; that he is lacking in spiritual 
mindedness, and that he is a victim of self- 
adulation. In view of these shortcomings, 
aggravated by the introduction of secular 
music and instruments into the church build- 
ing, the petitioners represent that the pastor's 
usefulness is at an end. The congregation is 
divided, Mr. Millen is defiant, and the 
guardian angels are picking up clubs to pre- 
serve order. 
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Protection to Labor. 
CONCLUDED. 
' But the use it is possible to make of the savings 
of labor depends on the degree in which the whole 
_ country in which we liv diversifies and extends its 
industries. ! 

The diversification of industries in its turn involves 
national protection by tariffs on imports, and by 
other means, against injurious international competi- 
tion in our own markets, and in our spheres of 
industry. DI 

I will state briefly ten distinct reasons why national 
protection by tariffs is necessary to the maintenance 
of a high rate of wages in this country. 

J'irst.—All values in commodities to you depend 
as much on the obstacles to the production of the 
commodity by. others as they do on the facilities to 

_its production by you. The American farmer’s wheat 
would be worthless if there was any one point on the 
globe-where it could be produced for nothing, and 
could be from thence transported instantaneously 
and gratuitously to the farmer’s door. No shoe- 
maker could get a nickel for his shoes if they could 
at any one point in the world be made for nothing, 
and then laid down for nothing beside the product 
of that shoemaker’s labor. Hence all values which 
attach to what you produce depend not only on your 
facilities for producing, but on the obstacles to the 
production by others. To the extent that others, in 
Europe, India, or China, can produce for nothing, 

_transport for nothing, and import for nothing the 
same thing you are producing, they can destroy all 

, value in what you produce. . 

Hence, if values of labor are to be higher in this 

` country than in foreign countries, the values of those 
products which they hav all of our facilities for pro- 
ducing must be higher; and to make the values of 
products higher foreign markets and our markets 
must be two markets, and not one and the same 
market, for no one commodity can hav two different 
priees in one market. : 

. Labor has a price of say $1.50 in America, $1.10: 
in England, $0.90 in Belgium, $0.80 in France, $0 60 

. in Germany, $0 50 in Austria, $0.30 in Russia, $0.20 
in Turkey, $0.10 in China and Japan, and $0 05 in 
India per day. These differences in the value of 
labor would all disappear if Hindoo labor could be 
supplied with the same facilities we are working 

, with, and if its product could be gratuitously placed 
side by side with the product of our labor. 

' Whatever higher values attach to American labor 
and its products, over what attach to foreign labor 

_ and its products, are due, therefore, to the obstacles 
to the free introduction of the products of foreign 

labor, and to the obstacles to the general supplying 
of foreign laborers with our facilities. Free trade, 
by removing these obstacles, tends to throw the 
whole world into one market, having but one price, 
and thereby to destroy that very difference on which 
our higher values for commodities and for labor rest. 

Protection tends to preserve and increase these dif- 

ferences in value. And thése differences in values 
constitute the whole difference between the condition 
of the free American laborer and the Hindoo cooly. 

Therefore the division of the world into different 

markets, having differences in their values for com- 
modities and labor, is as essential to the freedom of 
the American workingman as is the government 
under which he livs or the air he breathes. 
Secondly.—The higher rate of profits and wages, 
or of aggregate earnings to capital and labor, which 
prevail in America over what hav ever been obtained 
in other countries are equivalent to the fact that the 
same amount of effort relieves more human want and 
satisfies more of human desire; in short, produces 
more happiness and does more good, than a like ex- 
penditure of effort in any other country. This higher 
rate of profit and wages is the pecuniary aspect of a 
more rapid and vigorous rate of well doing in the 
industrial service of mankind. It springs partly 
from our possession of the largest area of new and 
virgin soils, and our application of machine power to 
the cultivation and transportation of its products; 
partly to the amalgamation into the American races 
of the highest race types of Europe, and the greatest 


number of them, whereby a higher type of inventiv. 


. energy and mental resource is evolved in the Ameri- 
can race than ever before existed on earth ; and partly 
and jointly with these two it is due to the abandon. 
ment of the policy of relying on the three or four in- 
dustries which could be carried on in an imperfect way 
through the natural protection afforded by our cheap 

: land, and grasping in addition the great manufactur- 
ing industries in the establishment of which tariff 
protection was peremptorily needed. 

We could raise some corn, cotton, and tobacco 
without protection, just as we could hav some read- 
ing and writing without schools, and protection has 
in some instances, probably, imposed some tax on 
corn, cotton, and tobacco; but to-day five times 
more corn, cotton, and tobacco can be raised in the 
country because of our magnificent woolen, cotton, 


l . 2 ` 

iron and steel, silk, salt, and sugar industries, than 
‘could be raised here if these industries had no ez- 
istence; and but for protection these industries would |. 


to-day hav no existence whatever. "Therefore corn, 
cotton, and tobacco, the articles for which we hav 
natural protection, hav grown fivefold faster under 
the labor of carrying the burden than they would 
hav grown if they had declined the burden. They 
are like the man who carried the calf every day till 
he became an ox, and found his strength so developed 
thereby that while, as a matter of power, he could 
still carry the ox, as a matter of fact and convenience 
the oxcarried him. These vast manufacturing indus- 
tries are the ox that to-day carries our farm products 
and our farming system over the Rockies to the 
Pacific slope, whereas, did they not exist, our farmers 
would be still limited to the eastern half of the great 
West. To this diversification of our industries is 
due their activity; out of their activity comes their 
high rate of profit on capital, and out of this high 
rate of profit on capital come the existing rates of 
wages. And this higher rate of profit and of wages 
in their turn, as a continual state of higher reward 
for well doing, stimulate us to continue m rendering 
a higher degree of service to mankind than is ren- 
dered by any similar number of persons or race of 
people on the globe. Hence we want protection for 
our labor from all the world in order that we may 
do most for all the world, thus merging the most en- 
lightened self-interest in the most cosmopolitan phil- 
anthropy. 

Thirdly.—The position taken by the free-traders, 
that whatever is profitable to each of the two parties 
to a trade must be profitable to the nation at: large, 
and since the two parties to a trade would not make 
the trade unless each of them saw a profit in it, the 
fact that they make it shows that the nation at large 
is benefited by it, is made untrue by the fact that 
while each person buys or sells for money, the nation 
at large exchanges always goods for goods, interna- 
tional trade always resolving itself into barter. If 
one nation, as England, does not hav the goods with 


which to pay for the breadstuff, cotton, and petroleum’ 


we ship her, she buys coffee of Brazil and tea of 
China, and with those balances the account, leaving 
only an occasional small remittance necessary in 
money. Now, when trade resolves itself into barter 
of commodities for commodities, the expediency to 
ug, as a nation, of importing a foreign commodity 
relativly to the expediency of producing it at home, 
contains two questions, viz, 1st. Where can we buy 
the commodity cheapest, abroad or at home? and 2d. 
Where can we, as a nation, barter the greatest num- 
ber of the commodities which we produce in exchange 
for it? 

Now, to the individual buyer of a commodity, the 


first of these questions is the only one that ever. 


arises, because he, as a buyer, always pays for it in: 
money, and never in goods. But to the nation both 
questions arise, because the nation pays for it in 
goods or becomes bankrupt.’ To pay for it in money 
would drain it of its medium of exchange, its imple- 
ment of commerce, in which it can no more afford to 
pay for its purchases abroad than a mechanic can 
afford to pay his debts by handing over his kit of 
tools, or a farmer can afford to pay his debts by sur- 
rendering his farm. The nation therefore must 
inquire, when comparing the relativ expediency of 
importation and production, not only at what price 
can I buy, but with how many products can I pay in 
barter, if I buy abroad, and with how many can I 
buy at home? 

Now, we will suppose John Bull is at his end of a 
telephone that connects with Uncle Sam's right ear, 
and that Uncle Sam has several telephones at his left 


ear, connecting with Brother Jonathan in Connecti- 


cut, and with the Hon. Timothy Buckeye in Ohio, 
and with Mr. Abiram Sucker in Illinois. 

Uncle Sam first calls up John Bull, and says: 

“John!” “ All right,” says John, “I’m here." 

* John, my people need 560,000,000 pounds of 
paper every year, and they want to know where they 
can buy it cheapest. Can you furnish it?” 

John Bull: “The Lord only knows whether I 
could or not. I never made more than 350,000,000 
pounds of paper a year in my life. I don't make as 
much paper per capita as you do. What possesses 
you to be wanting to buy paper o' me? I might 
sell you a few thousand reams at a low price, but if 
you eall on me for more than double the quantity I 
am now making, J can't tell where I'd be." 

Uncle Sam: “Jug so, John. Well, I only want to 
figure on it alittle. Suppose you could furnish it, 
what ean I pay you in? You know while our citi- 
zens p&y money for paper, between you and me it's 
all barter of goods for goods. Now, what will you 
take of rhe if I buy all my paper of you?" —— 

John Bull: “I can’t take much more wheat, for our 
farmers are grumbling at what I’m taking now. I 
might take a little more cotton, but not much, for 
I'm tryin’ to get my cotton, if I can, in Egypt and 
India.” 

Uncle Sam: “ Wheat and cotton—why, I'm send- 
ing over so much of them now that the bigger the 
crop I raise the less I get for it. You wouldn't like 
say 50,000 shiploads o' pumpkins, would you?” 


John. Bull: * No, I wouldn't like ào pumpkins, 
would you ?" ` : 
Uncle Sam: “I can buy all this paper àt home, 
and pay for it in straw, cordwood, corner lots, pota- 
toes, lime, coal, railroad freights, timber on the 


stump, cattle on the hoof, cranberries, school teachin’, 


preachin’, clams, whisky, hay, or any other domestic 
product. How can I afford to buy it of you when 
you won't take anything in pay. for it but cotton and 
wheat, and when you don’t want any more of those?” 

John Bull: *I havn’t said you could afford to buy 
of me. Some of my cranks that are running the 


Cobden Club might hav said so, but I tell you your 


trade is most free when you trade with those who 
will take most freely what you hav to giv, and those 
are, of course, your home producers.” 

So Uncle Sam calls up his home producers, and 
finds that he can buy his 560,000,000 pounds of 
paper, and pay for it in straw, which would other- 
wise be worthless, in cordwood, lumber on the stump, 
corner lots, pumpkins, or any other of his domestic 
products. He finds his trade abroad a most restricted 
trade, because restricted in the means of barter 
which he can make use of in payment, while his trade 
at home is free trade, because he is free to pay with 
whatsoever commodity he can produce. Hence pro- 
tection of domestic industry tends toward the high- 
est freedom of our home trade, which must in any 
event form nineteen-twentieths of all our trade. 

Fourthly.—A fourth economic reason why work- 
ingmen need protection by a tax to keep out the 
products of foreign labor, rather than to keep out 
the foreign laborer himself, is this: The foreign 
laborer, the instant he lands upon our shores, be- 
comes in every economic sense an American laborer, 
a consumer of American products, and a part of that 
vast American demand which givs to all American 
commodities their value. He does not, like the im- - 
ported commodity, merely displace the American 
labor previously in the market. On the contrary, he 
adds to its employment. It is only necessary that 
the labor migrating into this country shall distribute 
itself among the different employments according to 
the demand, as in the main it does, to continue the 
equilibrium between occupations previously existing. 
For instance, if one shoemaker is required for 300 
persons, and if out of 300 immigrants only one, after 
he comes here, goes to making shoes, then the labor 
market in the shoe business would not be disturbed , 
in the least by the arrival of 10,000,000 immigrants, 


-because each arrival would increase the American 


demand for shoes in a ratio exactly equal to the 
increase of the American supply. Business to the 
shoemakers would be brisker than ever, as society in 
motion makes more life than society at rest. But 
suppose that instead of the 10,000,000 immigrants 
we bring in free the shoes which one in 300 of them, 
if a shoemaker, would make, but no immigrants at 
all The demand for shoes is not increased at all, 
but shoes enough to supply 10,000,000 persons are 
thrust upon our markets from abroad without any 
new consumers of shoes. - This does disturb the 
equilibrium previously existing in the shoe market. 
One-fifth more shoes than existing consumers want 
might cause a fall of two-fifths in the existing prices 
of all the shoes in the country ; might, if it were an 
annual supply, throw thousands of persons out of 
employment, for the imported shoe goes on displac- 
ing American labor, but producing nothing and de- 
manding nothing, unless it may be a drain of gold to 
Europe, from the hour it is imported to the hour it 
is worn out and thrown away. The imported shoe- 
maker, on the other hand, is instantly incorporated 
into the great army of American producers and con- 
sumers ; heis part of the demand which makes values 
as well as of the force which supplies them, and in 
the economic sense his presence here, if he is an hon- 
est, industrious man, is just as useful to the country 
as is the presence of any worker whose - ancestors 
came in the Mayflower. They are, therefore, in the 
wrong who say, Let in the foreign commodity, but 
shut out the immigrant. They only are entirely 
right who say, Let in the immigrant freely, but shut 
out the commodity. 

And now the economic reason why the commodity 
produced by American labor should be preferred to 
that. produced by foreign labor, is that in the do- 
mestic production, suppose it to be of cloth or iron, 
compared with the foreign production of cloth or iron, 
two domestic or American capitals and twoAmerican 
sets of laborers are employed, viz., that which produces 
the cloth or iron itself and that which produces the 
corn or cotton or beef which is given in exchange for 
it, while in the case of the imported cloth or iron 
only one domestic capital and one set of American 
laborers is employed, viz., that which produces the 
corn or cotton which is given in exchange for cloth 
oriron. The capital and labor employed in produc- 
ing the imported cloth or iron are foreign capital 
and foreign labor, 2.e., located at the time of produc- 
tion in a foreign country where they constitute a part 
of the local demand for the land and food, fuel and 
other products, of that country, and are no part of 
our local demand for land or bulky products. 

Moreover, in the case of the cloth or iron produced. 
in this country, the American people hav two con- 
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- sumptions as well as two productions, where the im- 


ported commodity furnishes them with only one. 
They consume the iron or cloth, and they.also con- 
sume the corn or cotton given in éxchange for it. 
They hav just so much more of the comforts, conven- 
iences, and necessaries of life. But in the case of 
the imported cloth or iron, the American people hav 
the consumption of the cloth and iron, but the con- 
sumption of the wheat or cotton given in exchange for 
it takes place abroad. A domestic production as com- 
pared with a foreign production, therefore, doubles 
both our home production and our home consump- 
tion. There is the same difference as between a cir- 
culation of the blood within a human being, which is 
-life, and a letting it out upon the air, which is death. 
Out of this activ home production and consumption 
spring profits and wages; and as the division is 
nearly that of working on shares,the wages-earner 
shares with the profit-maker in the blessings of an 
activ societary circulation, thus placing it in his 
power to beeome a profit-maker himself. 
Fifthly.—A fiith reason why a nation should pro- 
tect its trade and production by tariffs on imports is 
because it is better and more humane to protect them 
in this way than to send armies into all the barbarian 
. countries of the world to compel them to buy our 
goods at the point of the bayonet. It is cheaper in 
the long run to conquer the world by attracting their 
emigrants to us than by sending our armies to 
them. This protection to American labor is doing. 
Siathly.—Protection to American labor should be 
sustained- because it isa sure and reasonably short 
road to cheapness. France proved that with beet 
sugar. When Napoleon decreed its protection in 
1812, England got off such rhymes as this: 
Says John Bull to Bony, while we hold the cane 
You are welcome each year to get beat. 
But now France can reply: 

When you held the cane ours was the pain, 

And you led us a lively cotillion; 

That yoür toddies would chance to be sweetened from France 

Some day was one chance in a million. 

But now, you know, its a jolly go, . 

You can’t drink the health of the queen, you know, 

But protected beet sugar gets into the gin 

And shows what a pickle old England is in. 

Seventhly.—I would advocate protection to Ameri- 
ean industry, if for no other reason, for the political 
reason that it is the question of the union of these 
states under one government carried down to its 
` foundations, back to its causes, out to its proper 
safeguards, and forward to its most sublime fruition 
and destiny. Historically, this union of states was 
formed solely in order to pass a protectiv tariff. 
That was the motiv. So far as free trade has 
wrought at all, it has wrought, with insidious wiles, 
to connect the South in its affections with England, 
and to connect the North in its interests with Eng- 
land, and to prevent the North and South from being 
bound together by both affection and interest. Our 
American Union is never secure so long. as a pound 
of Southern cotton is spun in Manchester, or a ton 
of Northern iron or steel is brought from Birming- 
ham. On the contrary, let the cotton crop of the 
South be spun and woven anywhere in this country, 
South or North; let our railroads now pointing 
Eastward be so turned that they will point South- 
ward; develop the metal interests of the vast chains 
of Southern mountains, and the combined military 
power of all the nations of the world could not force 
the North and South apart. 

Highthly.—I would vote for protection to Ameri- 

can industry because Germany, France, Russia, and 
even England hav not only indicated, so far as they 
hav steadfastly adhered to this policy, that it is in 
accordance with the ineradicable instincts of human 
nature, as well as with the harmony of economic in- 
terests in society; but when they hav departed from 
it, in part, as England did in 1846, in withdrawing 
protection from the farmers of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, the result has been disastrous in every aspect 
of the case, when thoroughly examined. And I 
would vote for protection because the greatly-stricken 
nations of the world, Ireland, India, Turkey, and 
Egypt, hav been consigned to hideous desolation 
. and famin by that foreign military force which pre- 
vented them from pursuing the natural,. healthy, 
national policy. Every English colony, in the de- 
gree that is free, without a single exception, adopts 
the protectiv policy. New South Wales protects a 
a dozen products, and Victoria protects nearly every- 
‘thing. On the contrary, the barbarous ethics which 
till now prevailed among nations permit the supposed 
sovereign nations of China and Japan to be dragged 
at the car of British free trade under treaties im- 
posed on them by military force. 

Ninthly.—I would vote for protection to American 
labor because, much as it has already done, it has 
yet accomplished but half its work. We hav to find 
employment in the United States within twenty 
years for a hundred millions of people. The future 
industrial ‘activity of the country must exceed the 
present as that of the present exceeds the stagnant 

life we led a century ago. We hav still a vast sugar, 
flax, hemp, tea, silk, and grain culture to develop. 
We hav plains as wide as empires to irrigate, forests 
that hav been wasted to restore, rivers to protect 
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from wasteful overflow, a commercial marine to 
renew, and a new adjustment of Socialism and indi- 
vidualism as forces in society to perfect. Second 
not even to our system of free schools, or of man- 
hood suffrage, or of representativ government in 
securing all these ends, will be the protectiv policy. 
And now— 
Lenthly.—Maintain protection to American labor, 
because it is virtually the educating force for all 
adults of both sexes—the free school of all trades 
and industries—the forcing house of new inventions 
—the invigorating and stimulating energizer of all 
our undeveloped capacities. Upon the torpor of 
individual selfishness it comes like the influence of 
the sun in spring, breathing into it a life it did not 
know of, endowing it with a soul it did not before 
possess. Men move under the consciousness of this 
great national purpose, with a sense of common inter- 
est from Florida to Oregon, from Maine to Arizona. If 
it shall ever appear that there is any practical utility 
in the broader sentiment of being a citizen of the 
world, it will develop through and out of the senti- 
ment of protection. 
ing to weld all nations into one, and all markets into 
one, and all prices of labor into one, has been only the 
hypocritical pretext of the strong, with which to gull 
and destroy the weak. Already out of the protection 
sentiment and among protectionist statesmen is de- 
veloping the new quality of international ethics— 
that weaker-nations hav inherent rights of home rule 
which stronger nations must respect; that mankind 
is never benefited, but always cursed, when people of 
one race, language, or religious faith, no matter 
what, conquer with the strong arm, and force their 


officers or their laws, their merchants, their mission- 


aries, or their manufactures, upon another; that hea- 
then nations must no longer be compelled to dodge 
under the panoply of the Christian religion, as China 
and Japan are now hypocritically professing to do, 
in order to escape the terrible burden of foreign mil- 
itary despotism and industrial decimation and famin. 
Not until the justice and wisdom of the national 
policy is everywhere admitted can there be interna- 
tional justice founded on international sense of 
right. I would advoeate protection, therefore, in the 
interests of the broadest cosmopolitanism and human 
charity as the means of bringing about that condition 
of.things in which man should recognize as of one 
blood all the nations of men that dwell on all the 
Van Buren Denstow. 
——— 9 9— — — — 


Mrs. Colman’s Reminiscences. 


The evening previous to the starting of Captain 
Brown’s followers from Rochester, I spent at the 
house of Mr. Frederick Douglass, and when ready 
for my walk home, Shields Green accompanied me. 
I said to him while on our walk, * Do you know, 
Shields, that by going with Captain Brown into a 
Southern state you expose yourself to the gallows ; 
that if you are taken you will surely suffer all that a 
slave State can inflict?” He answered: “ Yes, I shall 
probably lose my life, but if my life will help to free 
my race, I am willing to die. I hav suffered cruel 
blows from men who said they owned me. Death by 
the hands of the law for no offense save believing in 
liberty for myself and my race would not be degrada- 
tion, but blows from an overseer crush into my soul !” 
Brave and good man! Virginia hung him by the 
neck till he was dead, but no amount of persuasion 
or threat could draw from him the name or residence 
of anyone who had helped him, either as a fugitiv or 
as a freeman, on that fatal mission. My own name 
was in John Brown’s “carpet-bag,” but Governor 
Wise wisely refrained from demanding that the state 
of New York should giv up citizens who had only 
abetted treason by words. Alas! that to-day free 
speech is treason. 

The year following the execution in Virginia of 
those persons engaged in the Harper's Ferry massa- 
cre'was one of continuous mobs in New York state. 
Those in Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse, and Albany 
were perhaps thé: most noted. In all these cities 
the Republicans were in power, save in Albany. 
There the mayor was a Democrat, and he alone pro- 
tected the meeting by the power of the law. The 
Republieans seemed mad upon the subject of pre- 
serving the Union, no matter how low they should 
be required to stoop to their lords of the South ; but 
when the South precipitated the war by firing upon 
Sumter, Republican and Democrat awakened to their 
own degradation. 

My daughter in November of 1862 was just enter- 
ing her seventeenth year, and I had begun to feel 
that in her I should find my wishes and expectations 
accomplished and fulfilled. She was scholarly, and 
something of a genius. Her talent for sketching was 
marked when quite a child, and often in a company 
of a half a dozen she would make a picture very 
creditable, at least recognizable, of them all. Her 
great desire, however, was for the stage, but I could 
not encourage her in that wish, with neither father 
nor brother to protect her, and entirely dependent 
upon my daily labor for a living; and, realizing at 
least some of the difficulties attending that profession, 
I said No for the present. 


Hitherto the pretense of desir- |' 


| terrific. 


The New England Woman's Medical College, situ- : 

uated in Boston, was at that time in operation, and 
my sister, Dr. A. F. Raymond, was a student there, 
so I concluded that that college was the best opening 
within my means; knowing also that a thorough 
knowledge of anatomy and physiology would be a 
great acquisition should she ever use her pencil as a 
profession. She was accordingly admitted asa stu- 
dent in the fall term of 1862. But in two weeks a . 
telegram reached me saying, “Come; Gertrude is 
very sick.” I reached her twenty-four hours before 
her reason left her entirely. She lived one week 
thereafter and died: Mr. Garrison and Mr. Pillsbury 
came to the college and tried to say words of com- 
fort. I was very anxious to reach home with the 
remains before death should hav destroyed the nat- 
ural look of the dear child, and so my sisters (Mrs. 
Clark was with me as well as Dr. Raymond) made all. 
the necessary preparations as promptly as possible, 
and we took the 2 o'clock train for the West. My 
heart was broken, and I thought I would gladly die 
if only T could. I saw nothing in life for me. 
When we reached Chatham, not the depot but a 
little way into the township, in an instant we were 
thrown from our seats, and the car in which we were 
was thrown over nearly upside down. The crash was 
The first word spoken was by my sister, 
Mrs. Clark. She said, “ Lucy, if you are alive, speak.” 
I answered, * Yes, and you are, as you can speak.” 
I thought I wanted to die, but I found I did not, for 
I was working very hard to extricate myself from the 
broken seats and other timbers that held me fastened. 
The night was very dark, it was then ten o’clock, and 
we were some four miles from any help. 

The engineer had gone down with his engin many 
feet, not killed, but badly hurt. Not one of all the 
number was dead, but the groans told of the suf- 
fering. We could not see our situation, but my 
sister and myself got together and worked our way 
out of the car. 

We were on a ridge so steep that we could only keep 
our footing by putting our hands into the gravel and 
carefully pulling ourselvs onto the track. Our eyes 
having become used to the darkness, we were able to 
move about with safety. Our bruises were not very 
serious, as neither my sister nor myself had any 
broken bones. ~ 

The cause of the accident was the raising of a rail 
by some one or more persons who desired to wreck 
the train, as a regiment of soldiers was expected to 
take that train at some point east of Chatham. The 
time was some few days after General McClellan had 
been relieved of the command of the Army of the 
Potomac, and some people were ready to do a des- 
perate act to gratify their revenge. The wreck re- 
mained on the track some four hours, and then 
help had been obtained, and we were again on our 
way. 

Among the passengers was a gentleman in the 
garb of a clergyman ; his cravat was white—such as 
marked a minister in those days—and his conduct 
was so ludicrous that I hav never forgotten it. As my 
sister and myself made our escape from the car we 
found some one was before us, and our voices show- 
ing we were of the feminin sex, he said: “ Ladies, 
are you hurt?” We answered, “Not much.” “ Well, 
ladies, I'm very happy to tell you I'm not hurt in the 
least. At first I though I was, but I find I 
am not; but, ladies, did you see anything of my 
umbrella as you came through?” What a question! 
We had dragged ourselvs from a car overturned in 
the darkness, hardly knowing whether or not our 
limbs were left us, and that reverend, who could, with- 
out doubt, tell anyone how to escape hell, was so frig ht- 
ened that his umbrella had become the “one thing 
needful,” and he required the help of two women to 
obtain it. After a time a little child, whose mother 
was hurt, was becoming frightened, and knowing that 
one can sometimes make friends with a child of two 
years of age by its appetite, I drew from my pocket 
some little crackers and gave them to it and the sis- 
ters older. The clergyman, observing it, and not to 
be outdone, said: “TI left a paper of crackers in the 
car ; if some one would go into the car and get them 
the children could hav them.” If some one, at the 
risk of life and limb, would go into that car he would * 
giv the children the crackers! No wonder such peo- 
ple want to be helped into heaven by and through a 


savior. ‘Lucy N, Corwax. 
——_——_—— 


A Revised “ Lord's Prayer.” 


Clipped from a newspaper about the time of the 
Ecumenical Council: * The following dexterous but 
slightly blasphemous jew d'esprit has just made its 
appearance in Rome: ‘Our father who art in the 
Vatican ; Infallible be thy name; thy temporal sov- 
ereignty come; thy wil be done in Europe and 
America as in Ireland. Giv us this day our tithes 
and titles, and forgiv us our trespasses as we giv 
plenary indulgence to those who pay penitently unto 
us; and lead us not into Ecumenical Councils, but 
deliver us from thinking; for thine is the crozier, the 
key, and tiara, Rome without end. Amen.’” 

—— 9 ———— 
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News and Notes. 


We could only make a dash to the Yosemite, but 
that one supreme glimpse of grandeur and loveliness 
givs a fresh, poetic beauty to life and in Nature's 
dearest haunt we find a glory for human toil. ` 

We left Sacramento Monday evening, May 23d. 
On, Tuesday morning we are at Raymond ready for 
the dusty stage ride of twenty-three miles, climbing 
three thousand feet to Grant’s, where we take dinner. 
In the afternoon we climb Chowchilla, the first of 
the ranges of the Sierras. It is a magnificent ascent. 
Immense prospects spread before us—hills, forests, 
plains, the valley of San Joaquin, the - glittering 
rivers, and, against the far horizon, the cloud-like 
summits of the Coast Range. Beneath us yawn 
enormous gulfs and defiles, thousands of feet below; 
and stretching away for miles, with every variety of 
color, are the masses of trees. Around our upward 
pathway sparkle the myriad flowers—the mountain 
pink, clover, lily, lupin, wild lilac, and rose—while 
bright birds wing their way through the vast cham- 
bers of the overhanging forest. Mighty cliffs tower 
above, about whose massiv sides we climb. We rise 
six thousand five hundred feet above the level of the 
sea. From the Summit Rock we whirl down the 
mountain-side five miles to Clark's, a beautiful valley 
two thousand feet below, in the bosom of the hills, 
where the Merced flows. Here we find a supper and 
night’s rest, lulled to sleep by the musical waters of the 
stream and the cataract whose white banners float 
from the mountain side. : 


Wednesday morning dawns gloriously. A mar- 
velous day is before us. Early we start in the splen- 
did sunshine, away for the wondrous valley. We 
hav a good company of merry travelers. Harmony 
prevails, and the hours pass lightly by as we mount 
the second range of the Sierras, pass Lookout Point, 
where over the wide country we can glance almost to 
the ocean itself, a resplendent picture, the cañon of 
the Merced three thousand feet below, the river 
showing here and there like a fleeting diamond in 
the rocky base, the vast hills spreading beyond with 
dense forests on their sides and summits; and 
through wide openings the plains and valleys appear 
floating in the remote air like azure veils, till one can 
scarcely tell if it is earth or sky that glitters in the 
distant scene. On we go to the Enchanted Vale. 
At moments it is simply silence, ecstasy, as through 
the embowering trees new prospects greet the eye, 
while backward the towering cliffs extend, out of 
whose granit side the pathway is blasted by which 
we make our toilsome journey. At high noon we 
wait with trembling hearts for the wizard spell of 
Inspiration Point. We come to the edge of the 
valley, Mt. Moriah against us, and the Cascades; 
and if this were all, we would say, This is enough 
delight for our-wearisome way. But the valley itself 
is not yet seen. It is to the right of us, behind a 
huge mound of rocks. On we go. Not a word is 
said, as with one electric whirl the rampart vanishes 
and the wondrous scene unfolds, as if dropped fresh 
from heaven; unlanguaged, like music itself, a 
symphony of color and form. Who can voice the 
tumultuous glory of that one rare moment? We see 
Natures sweetest, sublimest face. She has woven 
for us her noblest drapery, and we are worshipers at 
her feet, children of the soil, overwhelmed with her 
grace, her majesty, and her beautiful terror. The 
picture appals, enchants. It is like a dainty cup 
jeweled with infinit wonders, and the sparkling wine 
flows ever forth, each draught an intoxication that 
blinds not, but reveals new glories. 

Two thousand feet below the valley shines the 
river, flashing amid masses of grove. Bright green 
fields greet the eye from point to point, and dwell- 
ing-houses seem like little hives. The valley is a 
mile in width and nine miles long. The walls rise 
on either side from two thousand to six thousand 
feet in hight in superb and startling forms, cathe- 
drals, spires, domes, castles, columns, arches, ming- 
' ling in wild magnificence, while as if bursting from 
the very clouds the cataracts dash down the enor- 
mous cliffs, almost a mile in length, some of them 
“ rivers set on end," as somebody says, and ere they 
reach the bottom roll into masses of spray that the 
wind sometimes sweeps again back over the cliff, like 
wavering ranks of cloud. From Inspiration Point 
we slowly descend. New aspects of grandeur are 
disclosed. The hights are more imposing. Picture 
crowds on picture. The hundred rocks seem to con- 
spire to make a fresh wonder every passing moment. 
We go by the Bridal Veil, nine hundred feet in 
length, spreading its exquisit texture woven of liquid 
splendors in the dazzling light. On the other side, 
by the massiv El Capitan, glitters the Ribbon Fall, 
three thousand feet in length.. Opposit to this, Sen- 


tinel Fall leaps nearly four thousand feet. Then the 


Yosemite flashes to view, largest of all, dashing in 
three torrents twenty-six hundred feet from its airy 
pinnacle. Right in front of this we come to Cook's 
Hotel, where we find refreshment for new toil. Being 
obliged to leave the next morning, we must make the 
most of the glowing hours. After dinner, with our 
sure-footed horse, we mount Glacier Point, thirty- 
two hundred feet above the base of the valley. This 
isa unique experience—a pleasing terror. We climb 
right up the almost perpendicular sides of the moun- 
tain. The valley is at our feet, hundreds of yards 
below, broadening to more majestic views as we 
mount the curious stairway. Forms that tower 
above recede beneath. A cliff overhangs the horse's 
head. In afew minutes he passes within a foot of 
its edge. We seem to be going right off into space. 
Our knowing animal turns of a sudden and shoots in 
the opposit direction. There is no use to guide him. 
He knows every crook. He has learned the fifty- 
nine zig-zags of the pathway by heart, and he can 
ascend or descend in the darkest night. After two 
hours’ riding we reach the top. Here is the finest 
and most splendid view of the valley. The perpen- 
dicular wall of South Dome confronts, fifteen hun- 
dred feet in hight. Beyond is Cloud’s Rest, crested 
with snow, six thousand feet above the valley. Over 
the iron railing we can look directly down three 
thousand feet. It makes the head swim, and the iron 
railing is a very comfortable assurance. I believe 
Mrs. Langtry stood outside the railing on the very 
edge, and gazed serenely down that awful. chasm. 
We did not follow her example. Our head was level 
behind that railing, and we thought it best to keep 
it so. In full view, in the Upper Valley, are the 
Nevada Falls, seven hundred feet high, and Vernal 
Falls, four hundred feet high. Beyond is the Cap of 
Liberty, and Starr King, and all along the horizon 
glitter a hundred peaks of the high Sierras, covered 
with ice and snow. Far down is Mirror Lake, that 
holds in its “glittering eye” the encircling moun- 
tains. Opposit are Washington's Column, the North 
Dome, the Royal Arches, the Yosemite Pinnacle and 
Falls, the Eagle's Rest, the Three Brothers, and El 
Capitan. Scenes of surpassing loveliness greet the 
eye in every direction. In the late afternoon we 
descend as if into a mighty basin which the sun 
adorns with gorgeous gold and silver and jewels of 
every hue. We reach the hotel just in time to be- 
hold the moon's silver edge vanish behind the Eagle's 
Rest, while afar the sunset gleams on Cloud’s Rest ; 
the rainbows gather over the beautiful Bridal Veil, 


-and the Yosemite booms on amid its sweeping col- 


umns of mist. 

Up in the morning and away at six o'clock, in the 
glorious sunshine sparkling into the valley from a 
thousand peaks. At Inspiration Point we bid fare- 
well to the transcendent vision. At noon Thursday 
we reach Clark's or Winona, the Big Tree Station, as 
it is sometimes called. The big trees are seven miles 
away. We visit these in the afternoon. What. 
monsters they are, with enormous, twisting arms, 
towering from two hundred and fifty to three hun- 
dred and thirty-seven feet in hight. There. are six 
hundred and sixty in all, and amid their mighty 
ranks we cannot realize their size. We hav to get 
out of the carriage and walk around in order to know 
how big they are. They are from twenty to thirty- 
three feet in circumference. We rode right through 
the base of one of them, and there was plenty of 
room for two horses and a coach with eight passen- 
gers. Whata time these trees hav had of it—four 
thousand years of age, and every one of them burnt 
by camp-fires that flashed in these forests centuries 
ago. What a story they could tell if their murmur- 
ing branches were articulate! There are a thousand 
Tliads in their silent heart. These Homers are voice- 
less, but not inglorious. Their grandeur is more im- 
pressiv than that of the mountains, for they are 
mountains that hav grown and battled with the 
storms of years. They wear their crown by the 
royalty of struggle. 

Back again to Clark’s in the glorious moonlight 
evening, and a night’s rest also amid the musical 
murmur of stream and fall. 

We hav the jolly good fortune to ride from Clark’s 
to Raymond on a “ buckboard” instead of a lumber- 
ing stage, and in the refreshing morning, with glory 
in earth and sky, and a span of fleeting horses, down 
the Chowchilla we speed with exhilarating motion, 
while picture flames on picture from the glowing ex- 
panse, mountains above and mountains beneath, 
flowers filling the air with perfume and making the 
rocky chambers of the forest resplendent, while 
gorges with emerald groves stretch to the blue plain, 
along whose glittering bosom, like a silver necklace, 
the rivers seem to hang in motionless liquid brilliance. 
On we go; dinner at Grant’s, and in the dusty even- 
ing, Friday, we reach Raymond, the thermometer at 
a hundred. It is one of the hot spells of California, 
and it makes one wilt. It is like a Boston Fourth of 
July. Even the midnight breeze is like the air of a 
furnace. We arrive in Sacramento on Saturday, not 
tired a bit, for in the heart of the Sierras we drank 
of the fountain of youth. 

I found some good friends at Yosemite, and if I 


had known this before I should hav made arrange. 
ments for a longer stay.. The only way now is to 
return, and this I hope to do. My friend, Albert 
Bruce, has a big park of six hundred and forty 
acres about Chilnualne Falls at Clark's, and it is a 
regal domain indeed; and I hope hereafter to spend 
some happy hours in this delightful retreat where 
the sweet waters make music. Mr. Bruce has been 
over thirty years in this country, and is a stanch 
Freethinker, and so are most of the mountaineers. I 
was in hopes to meet with our veteran Infidel friend, 
Van Campen, but missed him. I was pleased to 
meet with his son, R. A. Van Campen; also with 
Richard A. Fitzgerald, of the hotel; a gentleman of 
culture and liberality, who did all he could for our 
comfort as a Secular pilgrim. Among other friends 
are James Ridgeway, Joe Smith, H. N. Brindalson, 
etc. There was Steve Cunningham, who was the 
first to own the valley, and, with frontier enterprise, 
raffled it off. + 

The three Washburns also are genial Liberals, 
and it was their indomitable pluck that made these 
wonderful mountain roads by which the valley is so 
easily and pleasantly reached. Some day there will 
be a railroad from Raymond to Clark’s—and then 
for a Yosemite boom! The country is full of gold 
and silver, besides magnificent timber, and there is a 
chance for big industries. I don’t, however, want 
any railroad from Clark’s to the valley. The stage- 
drive is too lovely and exciting to be exchanged for 
anything else. It is only half a day’s journey, and is 
a fit preparation for the glory of the valley itself. 
Mrs. Jean Brucé Washburn, sister of Mr. Bruce, has 
written some poems on the Yosemite which surge 
with the very music of its life and beauty. She is an 
enthusiastic student of this wonderland, and its wild 
cascades and gigantic forms find beautiful and 
rhythmic expression in her descriptiv measures. 

Thomas Hill, the artist, has his studio here, and a 
paradise it is of art and nature, of beautiful pictures 
and curiosities of this wild land. He is a genuin 
lover of the Sierras, and he can catch their brightest 
glory. He knows Yosemite by heart, and his paint- 
ings are vivid with the genius of the place. He has 
marvelous skill with the brush, and‘ he can follow 
nature’s swiftest change, and imprison her subtlest 
lines. 

I must not forget Stevens, our stage driver, who 
can fill up the odd moments of travel with droll 
humor, and make us feel safe at every dizzy point. 
The stage drivers of Yosemite like to spin yarns, and 
they hav all sorts of fabrications for the credulous 
traveler ; as, for instance, the romance of the hunter 
lost in early springtime, who for three weeks had 
nothing to liv on but fresh deer-tracks and snow- 
balls; or the story of “The Dissatisfied Boy,” who 
after half an hour’s ride in the coach wanted some 
pie. After considerable difficulty the lunch basket 
was hauled out, and the pie given to the boy. Then 
the youthful fiend wanted a plate to eat it on. The 
fond mother finally procured a plate. Then the boy 
wanted “pa to take a bite.” The pa was persuaded 
to do this act of kindness, after which the boy 
plaintivly burst out, “I want the bite that pa took.” 
These, and legends of like character, denote the ex- 
ceeding amount of human nature which stage drivers 
possess. There was a clergyman also of consider- 
able vivacity among our number. I will not mention 
his name, for if his ministerial brethren should find 
out that he was a “hail fellow well met” they would 
try him for heresy. He has been to the Valley 
several times, and knows it better than he does his 
Bible, I guess, and that accounts for his genial hu- 
manity. They say he is quite an enthusiastic preacher, 
and once on a time when a rude fellow interrupted 
his sermon with a personal insult, he said to his con- 
gregation, ^I will adjourn the services of the Lord 
for five minutes and whale this man,” which he did 
to the satisfaction of all, and then finished his dis- 
course. A bully minister that. I admire his muscle 
if not his theology. ` 

I lectured Sunday evening, May 29th, at Sacra- 
mento. <A Secular Union was organized, and I 
believe this capital of California will be one of our 
best points of work. 

Along with N. D. Goodell, whose generosity is un- 
bounded, and whose pleasant home has been one of 
my most delightful resting-places, where thought and 
genial spirit prevail, and the “fair humanities”—along 
with this splendid representativ of our cause in Sac- 
ramento I must rank also our coadjutor, Owen 
Thomas Davies, of Brighton. He subscribes for 
three Truru Szzxers, and makes good use of them, 
and he takes all the Liberal journals, I guess, and 
keeps them on the round of missionary service. He 
knows how to knock the orthodox all to pieces on a 
theological argument, for he understands the weak 
points of his adversary. . He was once a Mormon and 
knows the Bible thoroughly, and his information giv8 
him many & sharp arrow wherewith to trouble the 
Christian. He believes in something besides talk, 
&nd made a generous contribution to the Union. He 
owns one of the handsomest ranches in the country, 
of nearly seven hundred acres. He gave me a 
picture of it, and it looks like quite a lively affair, 
with its stock, buildings, etc. 
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` Among other Sacramento friends are Dr. Hughes. 
Mr. Chessley, Mr. and Mrs. John Avery, Mr. and 
. Mrs. James Felker, George Cooper, James F. Day, 
E. T. Woodward, Dr. Light, Charles Robbin, David 
: Ross, Frank Foster, Frank Sharden, Lewis Calish, 
etc.. The Unitarian minister, Mr. Massey, is a man 
of broad views-and generous spirit, and although he 
does not exactly agree with me, he is doing a work of 
radical importance, and for moral and intellectual 
purposes our friends here can heartily cooperate with 
him for the progress of humanity. 

Our friend Butterfield was out of town the first 
two lectures, and I did not hay a chance to see him 
. until the last. He is always ready, however, for the 
front line, and with friend Goodell, Davies, etc., will 
keep things lively for reform. 

I was pleased to strike C. H. Dewey, an old-time 
Omaha friend, and one of the big business chiefs of 
that metropolitan city. With Creighton and Clark he 
owns Shoshone Falls, which, next to Yosemite, is one 
of the grandest attractions on the continent. Mr. 
Dewey was among the first discoverers of these falls. 
He has been all over the world, and says that nine- 
tenths of the people he meets in every land of intel- 
ligent people are Infidels. He is a true-blue Liberal 
himself, and I hope good fortune will bring us to- 
gether again, for he has not circumnavigated the 
globe for nothing. He has traveled like the phi- 
^ losopher, with the insight of the skeptic. 
> I went to a seance Tuesday evening. I saw a 
- multitude of spirits of all sorts. They materialized 
. right before me. "Where they came from I know not. 
` I shook hands with some of them. They were 
. warm-blooded and made of solid stuff. There was 
; nothing weird or ghost-like about them. I know 
` these spirits can eat a square meal, and I hope to be 
` as material as they are when I get to the summer- 
- land. They danced also, quite lively. No grave 
* clothes about that! What do I think of it? I don't 
know; the modus operandi is beyond my vision, but 
if hell itself should gape I would not believe in spirits. 
` I wasn’t built that way. I can’t get beyond my five 
senses. They are all the intellectual capital I pos- 
sess, and outside of them I hav neither credit nor 
cash. 

I leave this day for Oregon. The Golden state is 
now a happy memory. I hav met hosts of Liberal 
friends, and my heart is grateful for their many 
` kindnesses. I shall be in Ashland, Oregon, June 
~ Bth ; Central Point, June 7th and 8th; Talent, June 
12th; Coos county, June 18th to 21st; Silverton, 
June 22d, 28d, 24th; Salem, June 26th; Maballa, 
June 28th, 29th, 30th ; Portland, July 3d; McMin- 
ville, July 5th, 6th, 7th; Corvallis, July 10th, etc. 
. Samus, P. Purnam. 
Sacramento, Cal., June 2, 1887. 
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Lectures at Grand Rapids, 


We hav residing in this city one of the wealthiest 
gentlemen of the state, who is one of nature’s own 
Freethinkers—a Materialist through and through. 
This gentleman, whose name is D. A. Blodgett, has 
imposed upon himself the task of enlightening our 
people, and driving out priesteraft with its super- 
stitions, and to that end uses a goodly sum yearly of 
his superfluous cash. His excellent plan is this: He 
brings all the leading speakers here, secures the 
largest and grandest opera-house in the city, pays 
the speaker, as well as all other expenses connected 
with the enterprise, then invites the publie, through 
the press, to attend free of charge. Mr. Watts has 
has been here on géveral previous occasions, deliver- 
ing a course of four or five lectures each time, and 
has become go popular with Grand Rapids audiences 
that there now seems to be a tacit understanding 
that we must hav him here at least twice a year. 
Our people know and appreciate a good thing when 
they get it, and now that we hav found it, we must 
hav it; and so long as the people appreciate his 
efforts, Mr. Blodgett is quite content and amply 
repaid for the money thus expended. 

Mr. Watts was introduced to an appreciativ audi- 
ence Saturday night by the Rev. J. E. Roberts (Uni- 
tarian). Mr. Watts spoke upon “ Man, His Origin, 
Nature, and Destiny.” For the next three lectures I had 
the honor to introduce the speaker. Wehad two grand 
lectures on Sunday. Mr. Watts was at his best, ag 
was evidenced by rounds of applause from the audi- 
ence. The morning subject was, * Philosophy and 
Theology,” and evening, “Religion or Morality— 
Which ?” ` While the latter lecture would, doubtless, 
be better received by the popular audience, yet for 
the thinker and reasoner the morning lecture was, in 
my opinion, superior. In this lecture Mr. Watts 
shows his great reasoning powers, debating both 
sides of the question with himself. And in this lect- 
ure, as well as the one in the evening, he rose to the 
sublime hights of philosophy. It is true we hav but 
one Ingersoll, yet it is nevertheless true that we hay 
but one Watts upon the Secular platform. His 
thorough acquaintance with ancient history and 
familiarity with modern thought are unquestionable, 
and make him an easy master of the subject he 
undertakes to discuss. Although an opportunity was 
offered at the close of each lecture to anyone to take 


issue in short debate, or ask any question bearing 
upon the subject of the lecture, not one dared “lock 
horns" with Mr. Watts, and I do not wonder at it, 
either. 

The last of the course was delivered at the Uni- 
versalist church, of necessity, on Monday evening. 

Speaking generaly of these lectures, the Daily 
Eagle of Tuesday said: “Last night, at the Uni- 
versalist church, Mr. Charles Watts closed a course 
of four lectures in this city, the topics being as here- 
tofore announced in the Daily Fugle. These lect- 
ures, from one of the most eloquent, forcible, and 
pleasing speakers on the modern platform, were pro- 
vided through the generosity of D. A. Blodgett, Esq., 
and were absolutely free to the public. They were a 
rare treat to the large audiences who heard them, for 
even those who do not agree with Mr. Watts’s Ag- 
nostic views and conclusions, who do not accept evo- 
lution as a reasonable explanation for man’s existence 
and future prospects, are charmed with the manner 
of his arguments, with his diction ‘and logic.” 

Mr. Watts anticipates starting on a lecture tour 
through the West in October or November, when we 
expect, him here again to lecture. Our Western 
friends will make a note of this, and secure his ser- 
vices and dates by writing to Mr. Watts as early as 
possible. : J. M. Jamison. 

Grand Rapids, June 9th. 


—-— M 
Dr. York in Denver. 


Dear EuvczsE: Permit me to say for the eye of the 
Los Angeles and San Bernardino people—lest they 
might feel that I had forgotten their kindly assistance 
during nine weeks of labor among them—that this is 
the first time since my connection with Tus TRUTH 
Srexzr began that any mail or money has miscarried. 
You may be assured that I was much annoyed at the 
mishap, on account of the Los Angeles people, as 
also on account of Brother Putnam, for whom I had 
deferred the letter, which contained favorable and 
well deserved. mention of him and his valuable service 
to our cause in California, and also post-office order 
for $10—$5 for Taz Trura SEEKER and $5 for 
Watson Heston, whom all admire for his handiwork. 
But such is life. 

Your readers will note by this that I am still on 
the wing Eastward. After leaving our friends at 
Salt Lake in the best of spirits, we came over the 


Rio Grande, feasting our eyes on the most grand and- 


beautiful scenery to be found on our continent, to 
Canon City, nestled down like a gem at the mouth of 
the great cafion through which the road passes. 
Here I gave two lectures to large audiences—for this 
little city. Our cause here is on the gain, although the 
dry rot of churchism shows itself on every hand—and 
quite recently displayed its virus by turning two of 
Brother Locke's children out of school for reciting 
Ingersoll’s “Lay Sermon” and a Freethought poem. 
And yet these trustees thought it just to impose 
upon the children of Freethinkers Bible reading and 
other religious exercises. What an unmitigated 
cheek some people hav! 

From Canon City our way to Denver led through 
Pueblo and Colorado Springs, two fine towns; and 
the country in this springtime is picturesque and 
beautiful. And of Denver it may truly be said, but 
few other cities in the far West present on every 
hand such marked evidence of rapid growth and 
general prosperity. It is built mostly of bright, 
clean brick, and with lavish display of well-kept 
lawns and magnificent buildings, and one is every- 
where impressed with bright prospects and great 
things for the future of Denver. 

Our cause here is promising, and in good hands, 
and we were made welcome by the brethren of Free- 
thought in a most cordial manner. The Secular 
Union, of which Thos. J. Truss is president, and 
John G. Jenkins is secretary, commands the respect 
of the people of Denver, as is shown by the large 
audiences and the tone of the press. 

Our meetings are being held in the mammoth rink, 
and the opening lecture on “ Evolution and Creation” 
was attended by not less than a thousand people, 
with the promis of a much larger number next 
Sunday. 

On next Sunday I giv my closing lecture here on 
* Individuality—What It Costs,” and a glimpse of 
the unburied dead, and possibly I may giv my fare- 
well on next Tuesday evening on “ Revelation or 
Inspiration—Which ?—and How May We Know the 
Human from the Divine?" 

I hay been called to speak at Greeley, but must 
defer it until my return, when I hope to stir them up 
with a course of red-hot lectures. 

Iam glad to acknowledge the receipt of a goodly 
number of warm-hearted letters from the official 
brethren at Ottumwa, Chicago, Grand Rapids, Kent, 
Akron, Alliance, Pittsburgh, and Philadelphia, where 
we shall be in due time, as noted in Tue Trura 
Szexer and Boston Jnvestigator, and will be glad to 
visit Columbus, Ohio, while passing through on our 
way to Philadelphia. Will some of the official breth- 
ren respond? 

My address during July will be at Ionia, Mich. 

Yours for all truth, J. L. Yor. 


* Our Beautiful English.” 


I wish to say a few words to A. G. Ellsworth, who 
seems to rather misunderstand my position regarding 
the use of old, obsolete, sex words. I no more 
advocate the public use of those words than I do 
running nude upon the streets. I do not believe in 
shocking anyone's sensibilities needlessly. I hav no 
belief in saying mass or making prayers to a fetich, 
but if I &m with those who hav, I should deprecate 
the doing of these things by an unbeliever in a spirit 
of bravado or ridicule in the presence of those who 
think them holy. If our friend has read C. L. James 
in the same paper in which his letter appears, he 
will see that “our beautiful English" has no words 
we can substitute for the tabooed ones. 

Yet I agree with him that so long as the public 
demands their disuse, it is well to use others, even 
though more roundabout, and from a foreign tongue. 
He must remember that I used the words entirely in 
private, and under sacred letter seal, to those who 
preferred them as being shorter and more explicit. 
l presume my critic sometimes takes an air bath or 
water bath in nudity, but not in the public streets. 
Do friends see the point ? If Ellsworth will select 
one word from my publie writings that is immodest 
or obscene, I will be glad to know of it, so that I 
may henceforth avoid its use. 

At the hearing at Lynchburg court-house, the 
private documents were publicly read before a room- 
full of not only gray-headed old men but young men 
and boys. If this was done in the true interest of 
“ suppressing vice,” why are any of us doing wrong 
in sending out the truths in private, sealed letters to 
those who understand them as pure science and not 
as Subjects for ribaldry and jokes? Now will come 
the public trial, where men and women will be com- 
pelled by law to hear what the law expounders may 
denounce as obscenity. I asked a lady here, a well- 
educated woman and a doctor’s wife, if she would go 
with me to testify as to my private character here in 
Snowville. Her reply was, “I should die if I had to 
hear the trial" Now, I should despise myself if I 
said a word or did a single thing that would bring a 
blush to the cheek of man or woman. Yet the law 
compels and enforces people to hear what will kill a 
modest, woman. 

I stand by my record, public and private. I ask 
no judgment that does not take it all in, but I desire 
to be understood; hence this brief explanation, to 
which I append the following, which appeared in the 
Kansas Blade: 


To-day you see me under bonds to appear at the bar of 
judgment to answer to the charge of mailing obscenity—a 
charge more damning in the eyes of the community than 
rape, seduction, robbery, arson, or even murder. But J hav 
never mailed a single line save in the interests of a morality 
so fulland high that ninety-nine-hundredths of you would 
say it is impossible to liv up to it, though many of you claim 
when you cast off the mortal for the immortal you will then 
be just what I wish you to be here and now—pure in love 
and pure in life. I say what is good in heaven is good on 
earth, and because I hav worked for this end I am called a 
fanatic, and far worse. Even the workers for a clean hered- 
ity and a pure morality accuse me of going too far, though 
they own I hav commenced a greatly needed work, and that 
the world ‘‘ will probably vindicate me five hundred years 
from now,” thus tacitly admitting the value of it all. 

It is hard to see friends and neighbors ‘‘pass by on the 
other side,” and I often feel indignant as I see some of them 
doing this, when I so well know the true inwardness of their 
underground lives, and realize that beside them, as actors in 
the great drama of life, I stand as white as snow in compar- 
ison with deeds they hav committed against sexual purity 
and real cleanliness of heart. I hav inherited from a line of 
Quaker ancestry a natural, ineradicable habit of pure thought, 
that will not and cannot condone impurity or dishonesty in 
any form or shape. Itis my honest indignation at the Cov- 
ered up nastiness of the would-be-believed-to-be pure and 
chaste that has brought me where Iam. I am what I am 
through the inheritance of all the past. As Ewald Henry 
puts if in the Open Court: ‘‘ Every organized being of our 
present time is the product of the unconscious memory of 
organized matter constantly increasing and dividing; con- 
stantly assimilating new and excreting waste matter; con- 
stantly recording new experiences in their memory in order 
to reproduce it over and over again, it was shaped richer and 
more perfect the longer it lived.” 

Thus you will see it is not I who am responsible for all 
the work of my brain and hands, but it is the harvest of the 
brain ‘‘ made fertil with the deposition of my ancestors "—of 
blood made rich by truths planted by the centuries. 

I am finding a far greater support in this ‘‘ touch-me-not " 
work than I hoped for, even from Liberals. My life work of 
earnest advocacy for the true, the good, and beautiful is 
blooming out into blossoms of encouragement and true sym- 
pathy from thousands, which is balm and consolation to my 
heart. Full of a love for humanity, craving approbation as 
my sweetest food—save a clean conscience—I feel every cruel 
stab of tongue or pen. or even glance, as few can feel them. 
Yet never once, even though my nearest and dearest home 
friends and relativs are against my works, hav I faltered or 
wished to turn back. I see myself fined and imprisoned, and 
thelittle savings of a lifetime poured out asa libation to a 
vile law, and all I love most in tears of shame, despair, and 
horror, yet ‘‘ my soul goes marching on." ; ] 

They may kil me in my days of old age and physical 
weakness by worry and annoyance, but the seed is sown, and 
humanity will reap the harvest. In the words of Whit 
man: 


Not a grave of the murdered for freedom but grows seed for free- 


om— 
Jn its turn to bear seed which the winds carry afar and resow,; 
And the rains and the snows nourish. 
Liberty, let others despair of you ; 
I never despair of you. 

Exmina D. SrnENKER. 


Snowville, Va., June 7, 1887. 


Communications. 


Nature’s Economy. 


Nature’s economy is paradoxical. The vast do- 
main of the universe is a laboratory of elements in 
motion. There is no resting-place for atoms or 
-planets, and motion and life are the results. Motion 
. and electricity may account for all the phenomena we 

observe. Electricity is dual; its operations are con- 
troled by affinities and repulsions. , 

In the midst of the drama of life we are in the 
midst of the work of death. Death is only another 
-form of- elements produced by motion or change of 
atoms. With the origin of life begins the unerring 
work of decay. The ceaseless work of nature goes 
on regardless of the pleasure or the pain resulting 
therefrom. The same power which adorns the curly- 
haired babe with the dimpled cheek of joy, and the 
maiden with the eharms and grace of loveliness, also 
arms the lion and tiger with claws, teeth, and a fierce 
disposition to rend and tear either, as well as the de- 
fenseless hare cr lamb which comes in their way. 
The economy of nature requires, or at least allows. 
the strong to devour the weak. The big fishes eat 
the little ones. Neither is this rendition of the 
maxim that * might makes right" confined to life in 
the waters. 'The chicken eats the grasshopper, and 
man eats the chicken. The cow devours the grass, 
and man devours the cow; man will even rob the 
cow’s calf of its sustenance. 

Nature requires decay and death out of which to 
elaborate joy and life, and these apparent contradic- 
tory conditions seem to be nearly equally divided. 
Neither the shrieks of pain nor the smiles of pleasure 
deter or encourage nature in her work. While the 
famishing traveler, on the dusty plain, quaffs the 
crystal draught with delight, the cries of the drown- 
ing crew and passengers go up from the ship sinking 
in the same pearly liquid. The convulsions and 
death of a former age prepared the coal which warms 
us to-day. As the mellow rays of the summer sun 
play over the mountain-top, dancing through the 
cracks of the cabin, they rest-on the sweet face of a 
babe dying with burning fever. While the children 
are tripping over the lawn, full of life, childish glee, 
and happiness, grandpa is passing through the 
agonies of death and dissolution in the bed-chamber. 

The splendor and luxury of wealth are neighbors 
to squalid poverty and want. There is no design in 
nature, or if there is, it is only to sap man’s happi- 
ness and thwart his pleasure. Design is the result 
only of man’s genius. A city nestles at the foot of a 
slumbering volcano, when suddenly, and without 
warning, an eruption ensues, destroying the city and 
its people without mercy. Again,a town in a west- 
ern plain resembles a beehive of industry, when in a 
few hours the fearful cyclone passes that way and 
leaves it a mass of ruins. 

The elements of nature, acting and reacting on 

' themselvs and on each other, produce life and death ; 
her laboratory is hive of affinities and repulsions, 
_ building up and pulling down, beautifying the lily 
&nd rendering the gorilla hideous; erecting the 
mountain masses and engulfing islands and conti- 
nents. And these paradoxical processes go on with 
equal diligence, showing no preference one way or 
the other. 

The writer lied who said that “every prospect 
pleases and only man is vile." There is as much 
that is repulsiv and noxious in nature as pleasant 
and enjoyable. The reign of law is supreme. Call 
it the power of God, or what you will, its changes 
ring on now as ever, despite your prayers or your 
curses. There exists as much, if not more, pain than 
pleasure, as much darkness as light, as much shadow 
88 sunshine, as much vice as virtue, and as much cold 
as heat. 

For aught we know the valleys are as deep as the 
mountains are high; there may be as many liquid 
substances as solids. The philosophy of the ancients 
discussed the properties of only four elements, earth, 
air, fire, and water; now there are known to be about 
seventy simple substances. Of these fifty-eight are 
metals, five are gases ; the remaining seven are chiefly 
solids. The various combinations of the solids and 
liquids, the metals and the gases, resemble the com- 
bination of letters into words, and the formation of 
words into language. Their name is legion. 

Hlectricity, one of the most subtle powers with 
which we are acquainted, appears to pervade every- 
thing, and may yet be found to be the source of life 
28 well as the cause of death. 

The air we breathe, forcing the crimson tide of 
health and strength through our veins, if impregnated 

with too much oxygen, increases the impetus of the 
vital powers, wears the machinery too fast, and death 
results. Án increased proportion of nitrogen, which 
comprises twenty-one parts in one hundred of the 
atmosphere, would produce an opposit result, which 
would also end in death. While the inhabitants of 
the torrid zone are scorched with tropical heat those 
of the polar regions are freezing with cold. 

Some fruits, vegetables, and berries are palatable 

and nutritious, while others are poisonous and pro- 
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duce death. All animals are fierce and vicious in 


their natural or wild state; their association with man. 


is alone what makes them tame and gentle. Man 
himself is an animal of varying passions, sometimes 
kind and loving to his fellows, at other times he ex- 
hibits a deadly hatred toward his kind. At times he 
sympathizes with the woes of the suffering, offering 
food and drink to the famishing; again he invents 
murderous implements with which in war he deluges 
the earth with human blood. And, in fact, when man 
is in an uncivilized state he will devour his enemy at 
breakfast. The burning sands of the desert are 
scorched with drouth, yet the freshet of waters in 
other places carries terror and destruction before it. 

In accordance with the general policy of nature, 
the church and its priesthood picture before us a God 
of infinit love and mercy, or of implacable hatred and 
tyrannical cruelty and vindictivness—it is difficult to 
tell which—and as a finishing touch portray the devil 
as a monster of equal or greater power. This priest- 
bood also portrays the elysian fields of a heavenly 
Eden, as well as the dismal regions of an antipodal 
hades. It is a relief, however, to know that these 
are only ideal creations, existing only as myths and 
superstitions of the past. They are purely man- 
made gods, devils, heavens, and hells. The Chris- 
tian worships while the Infidel scoffs, the saint prays 
while the sinner curses. The Christian pays his de- 
votions to Jesus; the Mohammedan bows to the east 
at sunrise, invoking the blessing of Mohammed; and 
the Eastern worshiper kneels at the shrine of Con- 
fucius or Buddha. And while this religious jargon 
is going on, the sun continues to shine, the winds to 
blow, the rains to fall, and the planets to whirl, with 
total indifference to man, his whims, his superstitions, 
his gods, or his devils. Again, while flowers exhale 
delightful perfumes, decaying animal matter givs off 
offensiv odors—dead human beings the most offensiv 
of all. 

Nature by mysterious processes produces sour as 
well as sweet fruits from the same orchard planted 
in the same soil. The honey-bee extracts golden 
nectar from excrement and dead carcasses as well as 
from the petals of flowers. Sons and daughters of 
the same parentage often exhibit great and opposit 


‘diversity of temperament, complexion, and dis- 


position. 

Change is indelibly written on every atom of mat- 
ter. A volume would not suffice to contain the 
history of a pebble; its history would be part of the 
planet. A million of years would not measure its 
chronology. The chalk cliffs of Europe are but the 
remains of countless myriads of minute animals. 

The stupendous masses of limestone that soar up- 
ward in the mountain peaks were once living beings. 
The coral islands which dot the oceans were begun 
centuries, yes, thousands of centuries, ago, by small 
insects. Fossil remains of their work are found in 
our own lovely East Tennessee valleys. 

The writer has seen bushels of water-worn pebbles 
on top of Cumberland mountain, near Jacksboro, at 
least 1,500 feet above sea level. 

The mind is lost in wonderment when contemplat- 
ing the mighty upheavals which gave birth to conti- 
nents and mountains, forcing the waters to their 
present borders. The great Mississippi valley at no 
very remote date was an inland sea; to-day it is 
teeming with life and wealth. The brilliant, spark- 
ling diamond, so highly prized in the lady’s breast- 
pin, in another form is pure carbon, and black as the 
ace of spades. The particles comprising the writer's 
body may hav once been component parts of the 
huge ichthyosaurus, or may hav winged the air in 
the monstrous pterodactyl, with its twenty-seven 
feet spread of wings. 

Most of nature’s processes are slow and gradual; 
her operations are generally marked by periods; 
however, earthquakes, eruptions of volcanoes, and 
tornadoes come suddenly and without warning. 

The epochs of geology are distinctly marked pe- 
riods; the convulsions of earthquakes are. sudden 
and awful interruptions of the usual work of nature. 
The earthquake of 1755 extended its influence over 
one-twelfth of the surface of the globe. The city of 
Lisbon was destroyed with its sixty thousand inhab- 
itants. The earthquake of Calabria, Italy, 1783, 
lasted two minutes, but destroyed one hundred 
thousand people. We fail to see any benevolent de- 
sign in such wholesale slaughter of unsuspecting 
victims. 

The mistake of the church consists in supposing 
death to be accidental instead of being the result of 
law. The violation of moral law does not nor cannot 
entail physical death on posterity only in so much as 
it affects the physiological idiosyncrasies of the race. 

The work of “creation” is going on now as much 
as it was in the fabled “ beginning” of Mosaical cos- 
mogony. The human mind cannot conceive of either 
the “ beginning” or annihilation of matter. Miracles 
did not, do not, and cannot occur. The supernatural 
exists only in language and in the brain of en- 
thusiasts and dreamers. While the land on shore 
and coast lines is gradually emerging from the water 
of the oceans in some places, it is as gradually sub- 
siding in other localities. There is a constant fluct- 
uation as regards level. i 


The igneous rocks of to-day may hav been the 
aqueous and chemical formations of a previous 
epoch or age. The precious metals of to-day may 
hav been the grosser particles of a former age puri- 
fied and refined by the igneous action of later times. 
This gradual elevation and subsidence which is 
going on all the time, and the sudden upheavals and 
depressions caused by earthquakes, volcanoes, or 
similar convulsions, account for all the diversities of 
the landscape ; the sublime grandeur of the mountain 
peak as wéll as the quiet loveliness of the dell. 
Large tracts of land, which in the days of the 
Pharoahs were very fertil, containing magnificent 
cities and temples, are now buried by sand from the 
Lybian desert. The winds transformed the garden 
of one period into the desert of another and later 
one. 

The action of frost and fire are alike destructiv as 
well as perpetuating to human happiness and hopes. 
Nature, so to speak, “blows hot and cold” on our 
labors and most earnest efforts. . 

By the time & man gets ready to liv he has to get 
ready to die. Itis a struggle for existence; life is 
“ a mixed pickle.” We know not why the ice glacier 
moves onward, no more than we know why the lava 
is thrown upward from the voleano. The force ex- 
hibited in both of these manifestations of nature’s 
handiwork is beyond human comprehension. To 
add to the mysterious phenomena of glaciers it: is 
only necessary to remember that they are not con- 
fined to the frigid zones; moreover, volcanic action 
is, and has been, manifested nearly all over the face 
of the earth. Traces of the work of glaciers are 
found in the northern part of the United States. 

While icebergs float into warmer latitudes, melt, 
and deposit their imbedded freight of rocks and. 
earth, forming submarine mountains, plains, and 
valleys, composed of material different from all else 
in the vicinity, the volcano is changing the appear- 
ance of the landscape equally as much, and ‘in an 
entirely different manner. : 

In a general way nature works in epochs, ages, or 
periods. This view has Jed to the nebular theory 
of the origin of matter, and its consolidation into 
globular, planetary shape. We hav the periods of 
orbitual planetary revolution, the. succession of the 
seasons, day and night, gestation, and the tides. In 
like manner the geological formations of the earth’s 
crust seem to hav been arranged in layers correspond- 
ing to important changes on the surface. Thus there 
is supposed to hav been a time when there was no 
life, known as Azoic; then came life in its lowest 
forms, termed Paleozoic, or ancient life; then, as 
more favorable conditions appeared, the ponderous 
animals of the Mesozoic had their sway; and all 
along the periods of the past the tendency has been 
towards “cephalization,” as Dana calls it, or to: the 
development of brain-power, which finds its climax in 
man. 

. The zenith of the animal kingdom has passed. In 


‘support of this assertion we need only to refer to an 


article in a recent issue of the Tacoma (W. T.) Daily 
Ledger, which givs a description of mammoth re- 
mains found in Spokane county, W. T. One of the 
horns was ten feet and one inch long, and twenty- 
four inches in circumference, weighing one hundred 
and forty-five pounds. A tusk measured twelve feet 
nine inches in length, and weighed two hundred and 
ninety-five pounds. The molar teeth weighed eigh- 
teen pounds each; some of the ribs were eight feet 
long. The pelvie arch was six feet in diameter, or 
large enough to admit a man. This huge monster 
was eighteen feet and six inches high, and its weight 
estimated at twenty tons, or the capacity of an 
ordinary railroad freight car. Yet, perhaps, its 
enjoyment of life was no keener or sweeter than that 
of the ant, bug; or mouse which it mercilessly crushed 
beneath its ponderous tread. 

The ocean is salt, and often presents the paradox- 
ical spectacle of human beings famishing with thirst 
when wrecked on its vast, billowy bosom. It does 
not acquire its saltness from saline beds at its bot- 
tom, but from soluble mineral washings from the 
land. Inland seas are more strongly impregnated 
with salt than the ocean, and, strange to say, the 
salt quality disappears when an artificial outlet is 
provided. Of the conditions of time and power 
necessary to produce all these wonderful changes and 
phenomena, the mind can form no adequate concep- 
tion. W. A. Simpson. 

Loudon, Tenn. 

—— 

Were an opinion a personal possession of no value 
except to the owner; if to be obstructed in the 
enjoyment of it were simply a private injury, it would 
make some difference whether the injury was inflicted 
only on a few persons or on many. But the peculiar 
evil of silencing the expression of an opinion is that 
itisrobbing the human race; posterity as well as 
the existing generation; those who dissent from the 
opinion still more than those who hold it. If the 
opinion is right, they are deprived of the opportu- 
nity of exchanging error for truth; if wrong, they 
lose what is almost as great a benefit, the clearer per- 
ception and livelier impression of truth produced by 
its collision with error.— MM. : : : 
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The Growth of Religion. 


No one animated by the spirit of truth—that is, 
who has desired to know the truth about the origin 
„and history of religion, and has honestly given his 
_ -attention to the inquiry—can fail to see that what we 
. call Christianity, in the shape we hav it, has been a 
growth. Through the centuries, wherever it has 
been believed and taught, its zealous devotees hav in 
their enthusiasm drawn largely on their imaginations 
and marvelousness in order to represent its wonder- 
ful excellence and its claims to the supernatural. 
They hav magnified and exaggerated its power over 
our human nature in such extravagant and unnatural 
terms that the common vocabulary could not supply 
the words to express their admiration. The language 
of common life was barren of suitable epithets to 
extol its marvelous and superhuman qualities. 

The earlier writers, the fathers of the church, were 
Greek scholars, but they were not of the phi- 
losophical class, for but few of the philosophers gave 
the new faith any attention, nor had they much con- 
fidence in those who espoused it. The fathers were 
learned, but they were more credulous, and most of 
them were victims of, or in sympathy witb, the pop- 
ular superstitions of their times. Hence in their 
ardor for the new sect, and in their desire to win 
converts to it, they did not scruple to ransack legend 
and myth for adjectivs and titles with which to pop- 
ularize and immortalize it. Ecclesiastical history and 
church literature are made up of this mythological 
- and idolatrous style-of composition. . 

Some of these earlier writers of the. Alexandrine 
school were particular to state that the language 
they used was simply allegory, and must not be 
taken or understood in any literal sense ; that, while 
they used the popular style, they were aiming to 
convey to the minds of the people the great princi- 
ples and truths in nature which were fundamental 
and eternal. 

But the more vulgar demand was for mythology, 
for the marvelous and supernatural; so the people 
took the allegories and fables of the philosophers for 
facts and history, and condemned all who refused to 
do so as heretics and Infidels. This accounts for 
the anomaly in our day of all religious literature and 
popular faith retaining these Greek allegories as lit- 
eral. The later fathers so taught and left to us their 
records, creeds, and beliefs. - 

Religious teachers of all sects and of no sect, 
claiming to be Christians, hav had no alternativ but 
to take these ancient writings as literal, and not as 
the figures and allegories for which they were writ- 
ten and intended. The modern religious enthusiasts 
are like their prototypes; they will use these fables 
as facts, and insist on all believing them as such if 
they wish to be considered religious. They claim 
they must use them, they must believe them, for 
there is no such a thing as religious belief without 
them. Religion, they say, cannot be taught or be- 
lieved, nor can the mind contemplate it, without 
these idolatrous terms. 

Everyone now who sees religion in the original, as 
the few earlier intelligent writers understood it, and 
intended to teach it through their allegories, must be 
impressed with the magnitude of the fraud so long 
imposed upon the people. In the earlier’ ages, 
among the barbarous and illiterate, there may be 
found some excuse for it. It was to them the sub- 
stitution of one form of idolatry for another. If it 
had not all the visible idols to reverently adore, it 
had all the imagery and picturesque descriptions and 
titles, the glowing achievements and conquests of the 
Christian divinities and canonized saints. It was 
substituting a superstition that appealed to the 
imagination, to the ideal and supernatural, for one 
that was addressed to the senses. 

Christianity can never be generally accepted, nor 
can it hav any influence for good over the minds of 
those who say they believe it, while it is taught with 
its present corruptions and obscurities. As now re- 
. ceived, it cannot impress the mind of the intelligent 
truth seeker as in any sense true. The masses of the 
intelligent are becoming alienated from it. They 
know it is not what it should be to command the 
respect of honest- people. It is not understood; it 
is therefore looked upon by them as something for- 
eign to human needs or interests. The thoughtful 
either oppose it or let it and its deluded advocates 
and adherents alone, claiming what they willingly 
award to others, the right to private judgment and 
liberty of conscience in religious belief. 

The ages of the Christian fathers, in which Chris- 
tian literature originated, constituted a period when 
abstract thought or scientific reasoning was compar- 
ativly unknown. There were then learned men who 
were engaged in speculativ philosophy. They were 
captivated with what was plausible and apparent, 
more than inspired with a desire to know the abso- 
lute truth. Testimony, instead of positiv demonstra- 
tion, was taken for authority. Science as explained 
and understood now was then the unfathomed mys- 
teries of nature. As everything was taught in para- 
bles, pictures, allegories, and fables, that style has 
been preserved and has come down to us. If we do 
not know this, and if when we read religious litera- 


ture we fail to read and interpret it in this light, we 
cannot comprehend it; we may say we believe it, but 
we do not understand it. This error has been 
indulged in to the extent that it is by some consid- 
ered a credit, and an evidence of Christian excellence,. 
for us to avow that we believe what we do not under- 
stand. Doing this has transformed ignorance and 
error into the virtue of piety. They would think it 
heresy, if not blasphemy, for us to read the fathers 
as they themselvs said.they. wanted us to read them, 
and use terms and names as they used them——as 
figures and. personifications, and not in any sense as 
literal facts or personages. So long as we use any of 
the figures, titles, qualities, and virtues of Greek 
divinities, the terms Holy Ghost, Holy Spirit, 
Blessed Spirit, Our Lord, Our Savior, Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God, Holy Angels, Messiah, the Anointed 
One, the Lamb of God, the Divine Light, the Word, 
as in any sense representing an image, a personality, 
a form or thing, having any attributes, properties, or 
endowments as individual existences, then we are in 
our conceptions yet under the delusions of the 
idolatry of our superstitious ancestors. 

There are, it must be admitted, a small number of 
sincere believers in what is called the Christian 
religion who are living and will die with a fervent 
faith in the reality of all these myths as supernatural 
entities; and who think this belief makes and keeps 
them good, and that without it they would not nor 
could not be religious; that they would be wicked 
Infidels, aliens and sinners, and without God and 
without hope in the world; that they would be mis- 
erable, lost wretches, unworthy of salvation and of 
heaven. They think this heathen faith is the source 
of their greatest earthly comfort, and of their assur- 
ance of God's love and mercy, and of all they hav in 
this life worth living or dying for. Once charmed 
and fastened under the dominion of this faith, their 
minds are so subjugated and enslaved by it that no 
light nor reasoning, nor even self-evident truth, can 
be appreciated by them, nor in any measure release 
them from the degrading spiritual bondage. 

A faith in these ghostly phantoms affects the mind 
and moral sense not unlike the gradual introduction 
of an insidious narcotic poison into the body. At 
first it produces a stimulating, exhilarating sensation, 
adding another enjoyment to, and thus increasing by 
its novelty, the pleasures of existence. The unsus- 
peeling victim, judging from his feelings, is assured 
that he has found a new solace and comfort to 
increase the value of life. The drug being an enemy 
to the healthy bodily organs, it gradually poisons 
and perverts them from their normal action into the 
abnormal one of conforming to and assimilating with 
an enemy. Thus insidiously the integrity of the 
organism is destroyed, the physical strength and 
activity paralyzed; yet the unconscious victim re- 
mains confident of the great virtue of the drug, and 
ascribes his infirmities and failures to some other 
cause, or to the decrees of providence, who, for some 
good end, in his inscrutable wisdom, has seen fit to 
‘visit them upon him. It is just so with those whose 
minds hav become perverted by this ancient heathen 
faith in demons and ghosts, under the varied names 
and titles already enumerated. They do not care to 
inquire or to know the origin and history of their 
belief. They hav gradually taken into their minds 
the heathen idea they call God, and with it all the 
other personifications who, as ghosts or spirits of 
some degree in the divine hierarchy, execute the pur- 
poses and functions of the different offices allotted to 
each of them in the creation and salvation of man. 

Our brethren: and sisters who are reveling in this 
faith, who are so happy, so safe, and so secure in the 
folds of the father’s love, and hav such assurance of 
their salvation and of his care and presence in the 
eternal future, do not know tbat they derive all this 
fictitious and unwholesome exhilaration from the nar- 
cotie poison of error, of positiv, flagrant falsehood, 
operating on the mind and feelings, perverting and 
destroying all healthy, normal mental integrity, and 
producing this morbid sense of religious enthusiasm 
cherished as divine and directfrom God. Theevils of 
this faith are ruinous to the whole character. When 
the mind is enslaved by them there is very litttle 
hope of any progress or usefulness of the individual. 
Bigotry, uncharitableness, impatience, and intoler- 
ance are the outgrowth of these corrupting false- 
hoods, as the history of the church furnishes abun- 
dance of evidence in its wholesale persecuticns and 
slaughter for nearly a thousand years. And nothing 
but light and intelligence has banished most of this 
religious cruelty, and protects us from its inflictions 
to-day. Now the poison of this wretched faith is 
working out a milder form of cruelty, through vitu- 
peration and epithets of “Infidel” and “heretic,” 
with a view of destroying character, standing, and 
influence. 

‘This is an advance from barbarism. It is progress, 
and in it there is great hope for the future. As light 
becomes diffused, the world will be redeemed ; super- 
stition supplanted by science, error. by truth ; and 
bigotry and intolerance will yield to sentiments of 
love and charity, and the feelings of a universal 
brotherhood. T. E. Loxasngonz. 

Philadelphia, June, 1887. 


The Liberty of Thought and Discussion. 
JOHN STUART MILL “ ON LIBERTY.” 


If all mankind minus one were of one opinion, and 
only one person were of the contrary opinion, man- 
kind would be no more justified in silencing that one 
person than he, if he had the power, would be justi- 
fied in silencing mankind. 

* * 
E d 

Thereis the greatest difference between presuming 
an opinion to be true because, with every opportu- 
nity for contesting it, it has not been refuted, and 
assuming its truth for the purpose of not permitting 
its refutation. Complete liberty of contradicting and 
disproving our opinion is the very condition which 
justifies us in assuming its truth for purposes of 
action ; and on no other terms can a being with hu- 
man faculties hav any rational assurance of being 
right. 

re : 

Wrong opinions and praetices gradually yield to 
fact and argument ; but facts and arguments, to pro- 
duce any effect on the mind, must be brought before 
it. Very few facts are able to tell their own story 
without comments to bring out their meaning. The 
whole strength and value, then, of human judgment 
depending on the one property that it can be set 
right when it is wrong, reliance can be placed on it 
only when the means of setting it right are kept con- 
stantly at hand. 

+ 

The man [Christ] who left on the memory of those 
who witnessed his life and conversation such an im- 
pression of his moral grandeur that eighteen subse- 
quent centuries hav done homage to him as the Al- 
mighty in person, was ignominiously put to death as 
what? Asa blasphemer. Men did not merely mis- 
take their benefactor; they mistook him for the 
exact contrary of what he was, and treated him as 
that prodigy of impiety which they themselvs are 
now held to be for their treatment of him. 

* 
* 

The high priest who rent his garments when the 
words were pronounced which, according to all the 
ideas of his country, constituted the blackest guilt, 
was in all probability quite as sincere in his horror 
and indignation as the generality of respectable and 
pious men now are in the religious and moral senti- 
ments they profess; and most of those who now 
shudder at his conduct, if they had lived in his time 
and been born Jews, would hav acted precisely as 
he did. Orthodox Christians who are tempted to 
think that those who stoned to death the first mar- 
tyrs must hav been worse men than they themselvs 
are, ought to remember that one of those persecutors 
was St. Paul. 

f + 

No Christian more firmly believes that Atheism is 
false, and tends to the dissolution of society, than 
Marcus Aurelius believed the same things of Chris- 
tianity ; he who, of all men then living, might hav 
been thought the most capable of appreciating it. 
Unless anyone who approves of punishment for the 
promulgation of opinions flatters himself that he is a 
wiser and better man than Marcus Aurelius—more 
deeply versed in the wisdom of his time, more ele- 
vated in his intellect above it—more earnest in his 
search for truth, or more single-minded in his devo- 
tion to it when found—let him abstain from that 
assumption of the joint infallibility of himself and 
the multitude which the great Antoninus made with 
so unfortunate a result. 

* * 

The beliefs which we hav most warrant for hav no 
safeguard to rest on but a standing invitation to the 
whole world to prove them unfounded. If the chal- 
lenge is not accepted, or is accepted and the attempt 
fails, we are far enough from certainty still; but we 
hav done the best that the existing state of human 
reason admits of; we hav neglected nothing that 
could giv the truth a chance of reaching us; if the 
lists are kept open, we may hope that, if there be a 
better truth, it will be found when the human mind 
is capable of receiving it; and in the mean time we 
may rely on having attained such approach to truth 
as is possible in our own day. This is the amount of 
certainty obtainable by a fallible being, and this the 
sole way of attaining it. 

* 

No wise man ever acquired his wisdom in any 
mode but by keeping his mind open to criticism of 
his opinions and conduct ; nor is it -in the nature of 
human intellect to become wise in any other manner. 
The steady habit of correcting and completing his 
own opinion by collating it with those of others, so 
far from causing doubt and hesitation in carrying it 
into practice, is the only staple foundation for a just 
reliance on it; for, being cognizant of all that can, at 
least obviously, be said against him, and having 
taken up his position against all gainsayers—know- 
ing that he has sought for objections and difficulties, 
instead of avoiding them, and has shut out no light : 
which can be thrown upon the subject from any 
quarter—he has a right to think his judgment better 
than that of any person, or any multitude, who hay 
not gone through a similar process, 
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The Queer People Aeross the North River. 

New Jersey is a state mighty hard to please, and 
what suits the people of one town will not be tol- 
erated in another. 

When C. B. Reynolds set up his canvas tabernacle 
in Boonton, to: preach the gospel of Freethought, he 


was stoned, his tent ropes cut, he was threatened | 


with a ducking in the canal, arrested, and finally 
tried, convicted, and fined twenty-five dollars and 
costs, which Col. Robert G. Ingersoll paid for him. 
All this was taken as an indication that the Jersey- 
ites did not love Freethinkers, and wanted nothing 
but Christianity preached to them. 

Some time ago, the Rev. Mr. Switzer and the Rev. 
Mr. Mnason went down to Park Ridge, N. J., and 
set up a tent, in which to hold revival services, to 
the end that the devil might be overthrown and the 
people of that township rescued from his clutches. 

. Messrs. Switzer and Mnason continuously prayed, 
sang, and preached, beseeching the people to turn 
from their sins and seek salvation. Their exhorta- 
tions were of a general and particular nature, and 
various people.of the place were pointed out as hin- 
dering the Lord and helping his adversary. This 
has been going on for some time, but, strange to say, 
it did not please the inhabitants of Park Ridge. They 
therefore warned the reverend gentlemen to cease 
accusing them of being sinners, just as the Boonton 
Christians warned Mr. Reynolds to withhold his 
information that the Boonton people were not 
sinners. They went even further in paralleling the 
action of the Boonton Christians. Mr. Reynolds 
was stoned; so were Messrs. Mnason and Switzer. 
Mr. Reynolds was reviled; so were the revivalists. 
The Boonton Christians threatened to throw Mr. 
Reynolds into a canal; the Park Ridgers threatened 
to tar and feather Messrs. Mnason and Switzer, there 
being no canal handy, and tar plenty and feathers being 
cheap. Finally, the end came to the revivalists’ 
services just as it did to the lectures of Mr. Rey- 
nolds. At daylight of the morning of the 6th instant 
the tent lay flat upon the ground, the guy ropes cut, 
covering a miscellaneous assortment of overturned 
benches, broken lamps, prostrate platform, and other 
débris. Around it slowly gathered the revivalists, 
with shouts of “Glory to God!” and * Hallelujah !” 
and “Praise God from whom all blessings flow.” 
The actions of the revivalists, however, differ some- 
what from the conduct of Mr. Reynolds. Instead of 
singing, “Praise God!” he swore out a warrant for 
the arrest of the guilty parties. The religionists 
laid the destruction of the tent at the door of the 
devil. Mr. Reynolds rightfully placed it upon the 
shoulders of the Christians. The revivalists hav 
made no effort to repair the tent, saying they are in 
God’s hands; Mr. Reynolds went to work, repaired 
his tent, and made himself useful out in Pennsylvania. 

It only remains now for the Christians of Park 
Ridge to arrest the revivalists for blasphemy—and 
we assure them that the stuff preached by revivalists 
is more blasphemous than the lectures of Mr. Rey- 


nolds—and fine them twenty-five dollars and costs. 
The reputation of New Jersey cannot suffer since 
the conviction of Mr. Reynolds, and if her Christian 
inhabitants continue to exhibit their real natures, 
the Andover board may be induced to giv the hea- 
then a rest and send their missionaries across the 
North river. The good old hell-fire and brimstone 
preaching will do for New Jersey, for the second 
probation doctrin would pass the comprehension of 
her people. 


A String of Whens. 


When good old Socrates sought to reform the cur- 
rent superstitions of his day, he was charged with 
designing to corrupt the youth of Athens, and was 
given his choice to drink a fatal dose of poison or to 
slay himself with a dagger. He took the poison. 

When Jesus Christ offered the Jews a religion 
which he argued was superior to the one with which 
they were then afflicted, he was crucified as a blas- 
phemer. 

When Giordano Bruno ventured to point out that 
the earth was neither flat nor the center of the solar 
system, he was put to death as a heretic by order of 
the pope. 

When Galileo had the temerity to suggest that, 
after all, Copernicus may hav had some reasonable 
grounds'on which to base his astronomical theories, 
the Roman Inquisition imprisoned him and kindly 
allowed him to choose whether he should recant or 
be cremated. Under the circumstances, he chose to 
recant. 

When Michael Servetus expressed the belief that a 
son could not naturally be as old as his father, he 
was put to death by John Calvin without the shed- 
ding of blood, .e., he was burnt at the stake. 

When, a few centuries later, Abner Kneeland de- 
fined his conception of the deity as different from 
that of certain Christians, he was lodged in jail for 
the offense. l 

When, in England, Messrs. Foote, Ramsey, and 
Kemp illustrated their paper with religious subjects, 
they met the same fate as the preceding. — 

When D. M. Bennett mailed a book advocating a 
morality which the author conceived to be superior 
to that practiced by Christian clergymen, a year in 
prison and a heavy fine were required to solace the 
offended brethren of the cloth. 

When Dr. E. B. Foote sought to teach the world 
an economy at variance with that of Christian sociol- 
ogists, it cost him five thousand dollars for his ex- 
periment. ' 

When an ex-preacher told a New Jersey congrega- 
tion that, in his judgment, the creator of the universe 
had not worn diapers within the historic period, he 
was mobbed and violently assaulted, and his taber- 
nacle was wrecked ; he was arrested as a blasphemer, 
tried, convicted, and fined according to the statute 
in such case made and provided. 

Whenever any reformer has tried to change the 
opinion of his fellow-men, it has cost him his reputa- 
tion. 

When Garrison advocated the abolition of African 
slavery, he was asked if he would like to see his 
daughter marry a nigger. 

When a Catholic priest named McGlynn, of con- 
temporary fame, denied the right of an Italian Bour- 
bon to say what political opinions an American citi- 
zen should hold, a certain labor party, in convention 
assembled, passed a resolution characterizing him as 
an Atheist. 

When somebody opposed the Comstock law as 
unconstitutional, he was denounced as one who de- 
sired to open the floodgates of immorality, and cor- 
rupt the youth of our land with obscene literature. 

When another person said that he did not believe 
one man had a right to determin what another man 
should take as a beverage, he was charged with advo- 
cating intemperance in the use of alcoholic liquors. 

When a well-meaning editor noted that a convic- 
tion, found after trial in a case in which the judge 
admitted that the accused were not guilty as charged 
in the indictment, was not & sound one, he was told 
to go his ways for an Anarchist. 

From all of which it will be seen that the penalty 
for free discussion has gradually become lighter ; and 
from which also may be gathered the conclusion that 
the time will come when 2 citizen of the world may 
express his belief upon any and all subjects without 
risking his life, his liberty, his fortune, or his sacred 
honor. 


A Horrible Result of Sectarianism. 


One of the most shocking effects of too earnest 
Christianity occurred in Pittsburgh, Pa., on Tues- 
day, June 6th. Frederick Herman, a steel worker, 
lived at Mt. Washington with his wife and three 
children. Herman was of a morose disposition, and, 
notwithstanding his piety, frequently quarreled with 
his wife, a patient little woman, and occasionally 
beat her. One of the most fruitful causes of these 
quarrels was the difference in religious views, Her- 
man being a Lutheran, and his wife a Catholic, and 
they could never agree about the sect in which the 
children should be trained. By superior physical 
force Herman had the children baptized into the 
Lutheran church, and the wife seemingly acquiesced. ` 

About four weeks ago, however, Mrs. Herman con- 
cluded to hav the youngest, a.daughter, baptized in 
the Catholic church, and did so, concealing the fact 
from the father. By some means, on the 6th instant, 
Herman learned of the circumstance, and at once 
stopped work and went home. Pleasantly calling 
his wife to him he took her upon his knee, and said, 
as the account states: “I heard to-day that you 
had Elizabeth baptized again. Is it true?" Mrs. 
Herman did not answer, so he clutched her 
fiercely, repeating his query. Mrs. Herman be- 
came terrified, and broke away from him, jumping 
through a window. Herman leaped after her, and 
chased her down the sparsely-settled street. In 
front of a Mrs. Wolfgang’s house Herman caught 
his wife and threw her down in the gutter. Stand- 
ing with a foot on each side of the prostrate 
woman, Herman pounded her in demoniac. fury 
with bricks and cobble stones, until she lay perfectly 
still, with blood flowing from numberless wounds. 
When he supposed she was dead he left her, and ran 
rapidly back to his own house. After lying in the 
gutter for a few minutes Mrs. Herman arose and 
staggered across the road, falling every few feet, as 
though she were dazed. She moaned terribly. She 
went on down the lane, falling and rolling over, and 
getting up again, and falling again. Meanwhile Her- 
man returned to his home, and went upstairs to 
where the little babe, Elizabeth, about which all the 
trouble had been, lay quietly sleeping in its cradle. 
He lifted it out and with a razor cut its throat. Then 
going to one of the windows, he looked out, and 
drew the razor across his own throat. 

In the basement of the house lived another family, 
named Kissner. Happening to go to the door, Mrs. 
Kissner looked up and discovered Herman. She 
called to her husband, and he rushed to Herman’s 
door, where he was met by the fiend, who gasped, 
“ Lord, forgiv me for what I hav done.” Mrs. Her- 
man was placed upon a bed down-stairs, and her 
injuries attended to. The babe was dead. Herman 
was past aid, and his death but a matter of minutes. 
He was put upon a bed, and at once asked for the 
pastor of his church. When the Lutheran preacher 
arrived, Herman made signs for paper and pencil, and 
when given them, wrote: 

“I hav struggled as long as possible. She promised to be 
true. She has broken this promis, and has not told me, and 
I found out that she lied until the elder son was born. Rev. 
Brant knows all. Had she told me that she had the child 
rebaptized, we could hav consulted together. The Lord hav 
mercy on me. Lord bless the Evangelical church ; long may 
she prosper. God bless my children and giv them peace. .. 
Greetings to my friends and brethren. A man named 
Feucht shall adopt my children. Let them remain Evan- 
gelical Lutheran. Thereverend father shall interest himself 
in their welfare. I will willingly die. My child is with me. 
Adieu.” 

At short intervals he penned these messages : 

‘¢ The Evangelical Lutheran Orphan Asylum. God bless 
them. I desire that my two boys go to that institution.” 

“ My child that I took with me shall be with me in my 
grave, not in the Catholic burying-ground. That is my last 
wish.” . 

“ Adieu. I hav reached my end. I must die. Adieu. 
My wife shall be forgiven, she is responsible as much as the 
others. She will not always liv Catholic; that is my last 
wish.” 

“ My wife is not at all good enough to train the children. 
Place them in the Evangelical Orphans’ Home. Adieu.” 

When too weak to write he asked for a German 
hymn-book, and turning the familiar pages with 
bloody fingers, he stopped at the hymn he wanted, 
which the minister read. Then he slowly sank into 
death. His wife may recover. 

This tragedy is the plain result of religion. The 
man was not insane; he was religious, and but fol- 
lowed the teachings of the churches in placing his 
religion above all else in the world. He was an hon- 
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est sectarian, believing that there is but one road to | * Saint's Rest," and the Bible constituted ihe library. 


heaven, and that one through his church. For this 


belief the church was responsible, for Herman was 
ignorant, and followed blindly his spiritual leaders. 


Had he been taught that kindness and love to his 
family, a happy home and merry children, were of 
infinitly more importance than any belief about God 
and a future world, the tragedy would never hav 
been. The Christian religion is directly responsible 
for the lives of this man and his babe, and for the 
Any religion 
which puts heaven above the earth would hav the 


fiendish attack upon the mother. 


same effect upon such a nature as that possessed 


by Herman, and therein lies the iniquity of all intense 
Better a thousand times that men should 
never hav heard of religion than that such infernal 


religions. 


deeds should be committed as a consequence of pos- 

sessing it. ` 
to 

The Work of Christians. 


It's a fine state of affairs that prevails in a portion 


of this country now! 


Down in Washington a druggist has been tried for 
doing business on Sunday, and the District Commis- 
sioners are gravely considering whether ice and milk 


can be legally sold in the national capital on Sun- 
day! 
1723! 

_Up in Connecticut local trains are stopped on Sun- 
day, and a Puritan quiet prevails! 


Here in New York men are arrested and held to 
' bail for running a sewing-machine on the first day of 
No one can purchase any useful article 


the week! 
on Sunday afternoon, and hotel-keepers aré arrested 
. for selling wine to their guests! Meanwhile New 
Yorkers who will hav their liquor are going in thou- 
sands to New Jersey—where they fine Infidels 
twenty-five dollars and costs—and getting drunk as 
lords! 
Prohibition Barebones are shouting, “Praise God!” 
and the rest of the church folks are howling in glee! 


"They think they hav got the country in their tyran- 


nical grip. 
These Sunday laws are infamous infringements of 


personal liberty. Their enforcement is tyranny: of 


the smallest and meanest kind. But we hope the 
Christian legislativ hypocrits will turn the thumb- 
screws down till the blood flows, when the people 
may get angry enough to demand the repeal of 
religious laws. 


Running Down. 


The American Tract Society, located in this city, 
acknowledges that its business has fallen off one-half 
within the past fifteen years. The officers of the 
society explain this decline by saying that denomina- 
tions hay gone into the tract business on their own 
account, and no longer purchase supplies at head- 
quarters. The Sun of this city, however, has a more 
plausible theory, and one that we are inclined to 
accept as the real cause. The Sun’s theory is based 
upon several facts, to wit: . 

1. The tracts of the society, while as good as ever, 
are practically worthless, being the fag-ends of old 
sermons and other religious nonsense which the 
great public regard with aversion. 

2. The tract pedler is an obnoxious individual, 
the butt of ridicule, a bore, and a fool. 

3. The denominations are tired of paying for lit- 
erature which does not teach their peculiar isms. 
That is to say, they care more for their sectarian 
views than for Christianity in the abstract. 

4. The doctrin of hell is now considered by all in- 
telligent people as the wild imaginings of lunacy. 
The society's publications speak of hell as an actual 
place, and the purpose of most of them is to warn 
the sinner to flee from the wrath to come. Protest- 
antism now very generally admits that the wrath 
spoken of isa myth, and hence the documents hav 
lost their point. 

5. The books and papers issued are so exceedingly 


dull that no one can be induced to read them-—even | 


pious old maids and sanctimonious deacons rejecting 
them in favor of more piquant matter. - This stupid- 
ity and the ancient flavor emanating from them are 
sufficient reasons why an ungodly public will not be 
converted to evangelical Christianity by them. 
If our contemporary had put its conclusions, 
which we hav briefly summarized, into a few words, 
‘it would hav said that the American world had out- 
grown the religion manufactured in Nassau street. 


One law resurrected is a Maryland statute of 


of the evangelical Christian, the publications of the 
Tract Society might hav been considered exhilarating 
and nutritious literature. That was a hundred years 
ago at least. Now, the average Christian reads daily 
papers, books, and magazines, and the slush pub- 
lished by religious societies has little charm for him. 

Another point that should not be overlooked is 
that with its outgrowing of religious literature, the 
public is fast outgrowing evangelical Christianity 


itself. 
—— m 


Meanness. 

Here are two more newspaper expressions evoked 
by the recent trial of C. B. Reynolds for blasphemy. 
The first is from a secular journal which reflects the 
opinions of the people of a city filled with churches 
—the Brooklyn Eagle : 

** Without offering any suggestions to people who may 
think that the right to be profane is worth having, we sub- 
mit that our limited experience with the English language 
and the American public has taught us two strong facts. 
First, we hav found that vigor of thought and intensity of 
expression is not enhanced by the frequent interjection of 
words bearing the relation to speech that is sustained by 
sores to the body; and secondly, that the majority of people 
hav inherent respect for religion, however denominated, and 
regard a blasphemer with the feelings that are inspired by 
the sight of a dime museum monstrosity.” 

That paragraph is rhetorical rot. Freethinkers do 
not care how much respect the Christian entertains 
for his pet superstition; they only ask to be allowed 
the freedom to express their own views upon super- 
stition in general, and the Christian superstition in 
particular. This has been denied Mr. Reynolds in 
New Jersey, though millions of people are constantly 
“blaspheming ” in other parts of the country. And 
there is at least one man in the land who believes 
that the greatest museum monstrosity of the day is 
the jury that convicted Mr. Reynolds. Mr. Lamar, 
of Chicago, holds that the average common-sense 
citizen would look upon such a collection of human 
images with feelings akin to awe at the enormous 
chasm between their time and the present. 

The second expression is from a religious paper, 
the Christian at Work: 

* A New Jersey blasphemer paid into court $25 for the 
pleasure of blaspheming his maker the other day. Mr. 
Ingersoll defended him. It must hav proved an expensiv 
luxury to the blasphemer; there was the cost of counsel, the 
fine imposed by the court, and the damage to his character 
—that is, supposing it could be damaged. Mr. Ingersoll 
does better. He defends a man for blaspheming, at a profit, 
but is careful not to offend the law himself, while he hires a 
hall to denounce God in at a charge of fifty cents a head— 
double what it costs to see a country circus.” 

This paragraph is of interest as showing the tota] 
depravity and innate cussedness of religious editors, 
The Christian at Work obtained its information of 
the result of this trial from the daily papers. Now, 
every paper stated plainly that Colonel Ingersoll paid 
Mr. Reynolds’s fine out of his own pocket. The 
Christian at Work also receives Tug TRUTH SEEKER, 
and we hav repeatedly stated that Colonel Ingersoll 
did not charge a cent for his services in this case. 
We hav also printed Mr. Reynolds’s acknowledgment 
of a gift of twenty-five dollars from Colonel Inger- 
soll, making $100 in cash, besides his expenses, and 
two days’ time—worth about $2,000 to him—which 
Colonel Ingersoll gave freely to defend freedom of 
speech in the barbaric state of New Jersey. 

His reward is mendacious abuse and mean insinu- 
ations from the little-souled Judases who edit Chris- 
tian papers. “Can you wonder that we hate your 
doctrins—that we despise your creeds ?” 

LÁ —— r a —— — —— 
Editorial Notes. 

ATTENTION is again called to the work of Mr. Reynolds 
with his canvass tabernacle. He has two engagements 
booked in Ohio, and desires others east or west of that 


state that the freight charges and his own expenses may not 
cost more than the sum total he receives. Address him at 


North Parma, N. Y. 


Maxon Hewrrr has found that the Young Men's Christian 
Association of this city is a law-breaker in maintaining huge 
bulletin-boards on the sidewalks in front of its building. 
But we are willing to wager considerable that Mayor Hewitt 
is not powerful enough to force this tax-dodging religious 


institution to remove the obstructions. 
e 


Governor Hirn has signed a bill amending the present 
Sunday law of this state so as to inflict severer penalties for 
second offenses. The penalty has been a fine of $1 to $10, 
or imprisonment not exceeding five days. The amendment 
fines the Sabbath-breaker $10 to $20, or imprisonment not 
less than five nor more than twenty days. Governor Hill 


When SBunyan’s “ Pilgrim’s Progress,” Baxter's | has done a very contemptible act in signing such a bill. 


Tue Bible tells us that ‘‘it is appointed unto men once to die." 


God makes the appointment.—Independent. 


Does this apply to those fellows who get into heaven 
through an appointment with the sheriff made by the judge ? 


A cotumn has been erected at Monte Pincio, in Rome, to 
the memory of Galileo’s imprisonment in the neighboring 
palace of the Medicis. It bears the following epigraph : 
** The neighboring palace, once the property of the Medicis, 
was the prison of Galileo Galilei, guilty of having seen the 
earth revolve round thesun.—8.P.Q.R., LDCOCLXXX VIL" 


WE publish in this issue a few extracts from John Stuart 
Mill’s essay '' On Liberty," and they will be followed by 
more from the same source. Just at the present timie, in 
these days of blasphemy trials, Comstock prosecutions, and 
Sunday laws, it is well to remind people that there are a few 
fundamental principles of liberty from which it is not safe to 
depart. Mr. Mill has set these forth in unmistakable terms. 
It was one of the late Stephen Pearl Andrews's wisest say- 
ings that the people of each succeeding generation need to 
be indoctrinated with the spirit of rebellion to tyranny; 
otherwise that spirit is lost, and we are given the opportu- 
nity to justify our tyranny toward those in our power by 
that which is exercised over ourselvs. It appears to hav 
been left to & few Freethinkers of to-day to call back our 
generation to the great principles of individual liberty with 
which John Stuart Mill sought to indoctrinate his. 


AT & meeting of the Henry George people in this city 
lately, an attempt was made to get Mr. O'Brien, the Irish ag- 
itator, to address the crowd. Mr. O’Brien refused. Shortly 
after, the Union Labor party held a meeting, and adopted 
this resolution: 

* WHEREAS, An attempt has been made by the Socialists of this 
city to force themselvs and their theories upon the Hon. Wm. 
O’Brien and the Irish Land League, regardless of the injury that 
would result to the cause advocated by the League : 

“ Resolved, That we, the Union Labor party, representing the 
American law-abiding people, repudiate this attempt to drag Com- 
munism and Atheism into American politics. We regret that good 
and honest men should be misled by such men into a movement 
that attacks all religions, all laws, and all the habits, customs, and 
institutions of our people.” 

We extend to Mr. George our sincere sympathy. No man 
has said meaner things of the Socialists than he; no man 
more vehemently denies being a Communist; no man is more 
bitter against Atheists, nor more energetic in using religious 
prejudices and ‘‘ working the religious racket ” than the late 
candidate for the mayoralty of this city. And to be called a 
Socialist, a Communist, an Atheist; to be accused of attack- 
ing all religion, all laws, all the habits, customs, and institu- 
tions of our people, must be very disgusting to him, and 
Should entitle him to the interference of Anthony Comstock. 
It has nothing to do with the case that his land scheme is 
thoroughly Communistic; that the government ownership 
and controlof the earth is Socialistic doctrin; that his de- 
fense of Dr. McGlynn and attack upon the church places 
him without the pale of the most important Christian sect in 
the world; that the legal adoption of his theories would over- 
turn our laws, our habits, our institutions—he must feel 
keenly this resolve of the Union Labor party, and all the 
more keenly because he has tried so hard to be conservativ 
and respectable while carrying on a most revolutionary cru- 
sade. He hassaid Good Lord, Good Devil, with great impar- 
tiality; snubbed the Socialists, abused the Communists, and 
turned up his nose at the Atheists all to no purpose. He is 
accused now of being all three in one. And the joke is no 
less enjoyable from the fact that most people believe it true. 


Tux enthusiastic Mr. Hamilton, of Ukiah, Cal., who threw 
a lamp at the secretary of the American Secular Union while 
the latter was enlightening the townsfolk in the machinations 
of Catholicism, is likely to pay dear for his burning zeal. 
The day after his furious outbreak Mr. Hamilton had a war- 
rant served on him by Constable F. C. Albertson, and was 
taken before Justice S. C. Poage, charged, as the complaint 
read, that he ‘‘on the 18th day of May, 1887, at and in the 
county of Mendocino, state of California, did without author- 
ity of law, wilfully disturb and break up an assembly and 
meeting, called * Liberty meeting, not unlawful in its char- 
acter, at the Court House, in the town of Ukiah City, in the 
county and state aforesaid, then and there being held by a 
sect or denomination calling themselvs ‘ Infidels,’ under the 
management and control of one S. P. Putnam, as affiant is 
informed and believes, and so states the facts to be;" where- 
upon he pleaded guilty to the charge and was fined $100, but 
& Stay of fifteen days was granted. Mr. S. J. Chalfrant, of 
Ukiah, has also sworn out a complain charging Mr. Hamil- 
ton with having made an assault with a deadly weapon with 
intent to do great bodily harm. This charge, says the Dis- 
patch and Democrat, will go to the Supreme Court for trial. 
We do not imagin, however, that Mr. Hamilton will get his 
deserts on this complaint. The papers of the place make 
excuses of all sorts for him, and it is very easy to see that 
the Christians are secretly sorry that he did not kill Mr. Put- 
nam. The murderous assault is described as an ‘‘ unfor- 
tunate incident,” and his frenzied hurling of the lamp was 
done in a ‘“ moment of unguarded impulse.” One paper al- 
most counts him a hero for carrying the second lamp he seized 
to the street and throwing it upon the ground. The truth is, 
he intended to follow up his assault upon Mr. Putnam, but 
was prevented by men in the audience. He then ran from 
the hall, holding the lamp above his head, scattering burning 
oil as he went. Mr. Hamilton had murder in his heart, 
though he was prevented from completing his intention, and 
should be punished. He jeopardized the lives of hundreds 
of people by the panic his insane conduct caused, and many 


.of the ladies in the audience were ill for several days after. 


It will be a disgrace to the courts of Mendocino county if 
such infuriate brutality is not properly condemned, and 
will virtually be a guarantee to the Christian element that 
it may do as it pleases with Infidels. 
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Letters from friends. 


i Orrawa, O., May 28, 1887. 
Mr. Eptror: Tae Trura SEEKER is simply grand, and 
Watson Heston is one of the immense factors of its grandeur. 
Its value to the Liberals has been doubled the last year, and 
. many of the orthodox get lessons before they are aware of 
the source which set them thinking. C. E. BEARDSLEY. 


Boston, Mass., June 5, 287. 
Mr. Eprrog: In reply to Brother Koezly’s question in last 
TRUTH SEEKER, I desire to say that neither the age of man 
upon the earth, nor even the age of science upon this planet, 
was ever intended to be represented by the new dating. The 
idea I put into the figures when first started was the one so 
grandly suggested in Brother Wakeman’s original call for 
this progressiv movement, viz., that in the early part of 1600 
** 4.D.," our glorious science became a standard to be upheld 
to the death against the murderous '' followers of the lamb.” 
And as 287 years added to 1,600 * A.D." makes 1,887 years, 
as all can see, therefore no just cause of complaint can be 
found with the figures of this ever-glorious, anti-superstition 
calendar, called year of science, as & standard manner of 

dating. Yours cordially, Georges N. Hitt. 


GorpzN, N. M., June 1, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: Since the 29th ult., we hav had in one Cath- 
olic family the highest exercise of Romanism for the redemp- 
tion of an orthodox soul. A boy of Mexican parentage 
died just previous to that date. His mother, who has one 
legal husband and a second one from choice, called the 
-priest here to hav numerous masses said for the repose of 
the soul of the departed boy; and to promote more effica- 
cious repose, she desired to‘bury the boy within the church. 
To obtain the coveted favor, the mother pays the priest the 
gum of one hundred and twenty-five dollars. That sum 
‘would be an enormous price for the church building entire, 
but for the repose of a Mexican’s soul, and the purification of 
the mother, perhaps it is not too much. The woman pulls the 
wool over the eyes of the French priest, always accommo- 
dating when a good fee can be earned by extra sounding of 
the holy bell and adding a headstone within the sacred walls 
to admonish others that it is a good investment to pay hand- 

somely for future rewards. H. L. Molrvam. 


Brack Hawk, Cor., May 24, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: Please send me Tune TnurH SEEKER for 
eight months, and **'The Secrets of the East,” by Felix L. 
Oswald, for which you will find inclosed $8. 

Iam a great admirer of your paper, and would not be 
without it for double its subscription price. Although I do 
not indorse everything you publish, yet I believe yours is the 
only course for a Freethought journal like Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
to take. 

I think the cartoons by Heston are doing a good work. I 
believe that every one of them strikes a blow at superstition 
that could be done in no other way. Long liv Watson Hes- 
ton to continue the good work. There has been a good deal 
said in your paper by its correspondents both for and against 
the Chicago Anarchists. As for me, I hav no sympathy with 
Anarchism. I am a Freethinker, but I believe there is a 
limit to free speech. I was in Chicago in the spring of 1875, 
during the strike in the McCormic reaping works, and over- 
heard a part of a speech made to the strikers on the corner of 
Twenty-third street and Blue Island avenue. The speaker 
referred to McCormic as ‘‘ the man with silk stockings.” He 
said: ‘‘The time is past when the laboring man need fear 
capitalists. With thirty-five cents’ worth of dynamite in 
your pocket you can do better execution than a thousand 
soldiers with muskets.” Are these the kind of principles to 
advocate in a free country? What incentiv is there for a 
man to accumulate wealth, to make a home for his family, if 
he is not to be protected by the law—if he is to be at the 
mercy of Anarchists and dynamiters ? 

No, Mr. Editor, I can't agree with you on the Chicago 
Anarchist question, but nevertheless I think TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER the best Liberal paper published, and think that no 
one but à narrow-minded bigot would stop his support of 
it because the editor differed with him in opinion. 

Cuas. E. SMITE. 


Torzpo, May 22, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: I hav taken up my abode in this place, and 
hav not yet been able to meet with any of our persuasion, 
and I notice by your paper you hav no agency here. Why 
is this thus? Is there any Freethought society in Toledo? 
and if not, why not ? 

There is a combination in the churches here just now in 
order to revive the cause. They hav a professional gospel- 
thrasher who is trying. to make converts and saddle them 
with across. He would bea good speaker if his articulation 
were better and the matter of his talk had a little bit of com- 
mon sense mixed in. But I noticed there were buckets of 
tears shed by the women folks when he pictured the separa- 
tion of families—all imaginary, of course—when the husband 
and father was turned into the goat pen, where he would 
gnash his teeth to all eternity, while his dear wife would go 
to the right among the imported Cotswolds, Southdowns, 
etc., and enjoy herself. I forgot to state that the preacher is 
Rev. Dr. Munhall. He makes an effort to be funny at times. 
How easy it is to make people laugh in church! I was ush- 
ered into a pew and sat beside a young woman who appeared 
to be under conviction, and stood up for prayers. As Iam an 
old man, I thought it would beno harm to speak to her with- 
out being introduced, and told her if she desiredto go forward 
to the mercy seat and get nearer to God I would let her pass, 
as I might sit in the seat of the ungodly; but I never would 
stand in the way of sinners. Well, he talked for about an 


bour, and told what a terrible thing it was to be without 
God in the world; how bad it was to go to the theater, or 
dance, or ride on the street-cars on Sunday—didn’t say any- 
thing about stealing a horse on Monday, or visiting a happy 
home to giv spiritual consolation when the husband is away 
to business and making a hell of that home. This may be 
the means which results in the new birth. 

The women to-day are the pillars of the church, and if 
they could be converted and shown the broken reed upon 
which they rely for support, then, and not till then, will the 
occupation of a priest be gone. CHARLES FRANKLIN. 


New Campria, Kan., June 4, 287. 

Mr. Epiror: In your issue of May the 14th, under the 
title of ‘‘ Mrs. Slenker’s Arrest” you alternately excuse and 
condemn one of nature’s noble women. You say that ‘the 
English language is rich enough to convey every shade of 
meaning without borrowing from the vocabulary of the 
abandoned class.” Now, I venture to say that the editor’s 
knowledge of the ignorance that prevails is hot as complete 
as his knowledge of the meaning of words. It was Mrs. 
Slenker intent to reach the ‘ abandoned” class of people, 
and only the plainest language (vulgar, if you wish) could 
reach their understanding. I believe Aunt Elmina speaks 
the truth when she says that much of her work has been re- 
pulsiv to her. She holds the same relation to the moral 
world that hospital doctors and nurses hold to the physical. 
Their work is to probe the festering ulcer, cure the most 
loathsome diseases, of which they keep a record and descrip- 
tion of cases. No matter how disgusting the details, they are 
printed in medical books and sent through the mails; and if 
* the intent of the book” does ‘‘ not affect its character,” 
under the postal statutes, then every medical work, 
every Bible publisher, is amendable to the law. Thou- 
sands of refined people would not enter a hospital 
as doctor or nurse because the work is both dirty 
and disgusting to them, yet they are willing to acknowledge 
the necessity of such work; and who is there that has any 
knowledge of society and the moral status of to-day who will 
not say there are diseases in the moral world that require 
men and women who are willing to engage in a work that is, 


in one word, disgusting, in order that they may probe the | 


moral ulcer and remove the gangrene from society, and lift 
humanity from the cess-pool of immorality and place them 
on a higher intellectual plane from which shall evolve future 
generations possessing moral purity ? Now let these Chris- 
tian prosecutors.compare Elmins's captured leaflets with the 
inspired nastiness in Genesis xxxviii, the book of Deuter- 
onomy, and the book of Ruth, and then giv their honest 
opinion whether the Bible should be sent through the mails 
or suppressed as obscene literature. : 

I hav not seen that for which my benefactor is indicted or 
held responsible, but feel safe to say that she never penned 
one word that she did not intend should benefit the receiver. 
All true men and women of the Liberal ranks should see 
that she receives the generous support her work merits. 

Mrs. Frora A. ABBOTT. 


SPRINGFIELD, ILL., June 4, 1887. 

Mz. Eprron : I will relate two little incidents recently hap- 
pening in this city. A fellow named Mack, clerking in one 
of our stores, has been a Freethinker for many years. A 
fellow-clerk, named Gibson, was an ardent Methodist, who 
delighted in believing all the hard stories contained in the 
Bible, and was sorry that there were not still harder stories 
in that book, so that he could show how good he was by be- 
lieving them all. He was sorry as well as amazed to think 
that Mack should run the awful risk of losing his soul by 
not believing these stories. He he'd up before him the tor- 
ments of hell, and solemnly assured him that his soul would 
burn in' an awful lake of fire forever and ever and ever if he 
did not repent and believe the Bible. Oh, there was such 
peace in believing! To be assured that your name was 
written in the lamb's book of life, and that you would escape 
hell and be happy in heaven simply by believing the Bible 
&nd obeying the commandments! Oh, it was awful to think 
of the danger to which Mack was exposed. A little incident 
occurred which varied the line of argument and led Mack to 
think he had the advantage. A pesky little mouse had got 
into the store and was playing havoc with some of their 
valuables. Gibson procured a trap and the mouse was 
caught alive. He suggested that Mack had better drown it, 
but as water was scarce and the weather was cold, and a big 
coal fire was blazing in the stove, Mack thought he might be 
saved a trip to the pump by throwing the mouse into the 
stove, and he succeeded in doing so just as Gibson came upon 
the scene. He was too pious to swear, but there can be no 
doubt that he thought all sorts of cuss words. He charged 
Mack with being the personification of cruelty. He had no 
heart. How could he, oh, how could he throw that mouse 
into that red-hot stove? Then came Mack's turn to talk. 
Said he: ‘“ That mouse was a sinner. He stole a portion of 
your dinner a day or two ago, and has been committing 
divers depredations about here for more than a week. You 
said kill him. He is dead, but his sufferings are over. If 
that mouse now was but a human being, you would say it 
served him right. You tell me that if I die in my sins, as 
that mouse did, God will burn me, not merely for one in- 
stant, but for all time; and yet you worship God, you praise 
him, you call him kind, and loving, and just; but me, be- 
cause I threw a wicked mouse into the stove to suffer for but 
an instant, you characterize my conduct as crucl, infamous, 
and outrageous. I think your creed needs a little mending 
before you assail me for cruelty.” Gibson looked serious 
the balance of the day. 

A religious crank struck this.city a week or two ago, and 
commenced pedling a small circular relating some of his 
‘marvelous religious experiences. He is an especial favorit 
of God, for that mysterious being frequently visits him in 


trances and in dreams, and has told him that the Bible is 
true, and that Ingersoll will be damned.’ A day or two since 
this crank brought up in a crowd in which was Bill Custer, 
the biggest wag in town. He had sized up the crank by 
reading his crazy productions, and also had some previous 
knowledge of him, and so Bill assumed to be a first-class 
vision-seer himself, had trances often, and as for dreams, 
nobody could cope with him. The crank was mighty well 
pleased to find & brother trance operator, and it was found 
their experiences ran parallel in many instances, and so he 
began to establish the genuinness of his remarkable visions 
by the peculiar experiences of his new-found brother. For 
a little while the cause of these two prophets of the Lord : 
was in the ascendancy. No scoffing Infidel could hav held 
his own against them. At length Bill gained the informa- 
tion that the name of his comrade was Ferguson. Then Bill 
pretended to refer to some notes that he had made, and he 
began to question him. You were in Colorado such a time; 
you hav a brother in St. Louis? To all of which the crank 
responded affirmativly. ‘‘Then,” said Bill, “you are the 
man. I hav had three visions lately, and was told each time 
by God that you was coming along and would soon be here. 
He wanted me to say to you that he wanted you to giv up 
the trance business and go to work. He says if you will be 
industrious he will prosper you. My last vision was less 
than half an hour ago, so you may rely upon it as being 
fresh from God." The poor crank was all broken up. If he 
had been possessed of any reason, it. would certainly hav 
given way. He disappeared. James K. Maar. 
AmsterdaM, N. Y., May 25, 1887. © 

Mr. Eprror: Christianity has robbed woman of her wo- 
manhood. It has damned her for being a woman. It has. 
cursed her nature as the origin of sin. 

The Bible reeks with its cruelties to woman. "The church 
perverts her impulse of love, by telling her to love God, not 
man. If she innocently makes the mistake and loves the 
godly man—well, we al know the result. The pastor be- 
comes popular, if not great, but the woman is ever after 
known as & ‘‘ poor, weak creature." It seems almost impos- 
sible that a woman so weak could be capable of consummat- 
ing parson-worship. Bah! what & disgrace to man, that 
woman, his creator, can but receive such loathsome taunts 
from him! : 

Infidelity as yet is no better. It struggles hard to shake 
off Christian morality, and giv to woman the opportunity to 
be a woman, but it can’t. In “Tales Told Out of School" ` 
the Infidel, when speaking of her, is as stupid as the Chris- 
tian, and only knows to echo.him—'* Weak woman!” 

Like Mrs. Slenker, I am interested in obtaining facts to 
know to just what extent man is sincereiu granting to woman 
individual liberty, which he clamors for so vehemently for 
himself. To my entire satisfaction, I hav gathered sufficient 
knowledge to establish without doubt that it matters but 
little whether it be Infidel, Jew, or Christian, woman need 
but expect the same from each; that is, * Stay where you 
are.” 

Mrs. Slenker has been gathering facts against man’s sys- 
tem of sexual slavery, which so shamefully degrades her sex, 
and for fear she would tell the truth about the male brutes, 
as the Pall Mali Gazette did, the scavengers of filth cage her 
to silence her; but she talks right on. They placed her in a 
dirty dungeon, but she told the world all about it. 

In her case, the average Infidel no doubt believes that she 
should be satisfied to hav his aid in freeing her from church 
superstition, without being so bold as to call men to account 
for their sex-inquisition, which is but the heartless tormentor 
of her sex. i 

Whether every man who thinks himself a Liberal fights 
for Mrs. Slenker’s right to oppose man's abuse of her sex, -or 
not, will matter but little in arresting the great tide that has 
set in to right sex wrongs. The great tidal wave of heredity 
is arising throughout the land, and when it rushes forward 
to the central point, many are the curses that will be swept 
&way with it. 

Now, if you believe that a woman should be a woman; if 
you believe that she has a right to use all her endowments of 
nature; if you believe that her love nature did not find its 
origin in total depravity, then do what you can to free Mrs. 
Slenker from Christian persecution. Ray D. CHAPMAN. 


Pippin Laxe Farm, May 22, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: At last the Watts-Leeming debate has passed ` 
into history. And what a tremendous castigation the poor 
priest received at the hands of that great Secularist, Charles 
Watts, done May 17th, 18th, and 19th, at Kent, Ohio! Sub- 
jects: First night: ‘‘ Is Christian Theism More Reasonable 
than Agnosticism ?” second night, *' Is Christianity of Divine 
Origin, and Adequate to the Wants of Mankind ?” third 
night, ‘‘Is Secularism Superior to Christianity ?' Father 
Leeming opened the debate. He said, affirming the first 
proposition, that two and two make four, and man having 
intelligence to discover the fact, therefore there must bea 
personal God; that Plato, Cicero, and Socrates were Deists, 
consequently Christian Theism is more reasonable than Ag- 
nosticism. 

Platitudes like these, brushed aside in a moment by the 
logician Watts, enabled his fine audiences to hear two 
twenty-minute lectures each night after he had disposed of 
the priest's pueril tactics. At the close of the first night's 
joint discussion, Leeming, in his efforts to extricate himself 
from the dilemma his own reckless bombast had placed him 
in, only confirmed the impression that he was selling his 


reputation for an interest in the admission fees (one-half the 


proceeds). i 

The second night, under the scathing arraignment of the 
arrogant pretensions of priestcraft, the priest lost his temper, 
and calling to his aid sophistry, vituperation, and invectiv, 
threw away his claim to the title of gentleman; but to no 
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purpose, save to substitute disgust- for pity in the minds of 
his hearers. y 

Beaten at every point, and smarting under Watts’s awful 
indictment of his church, cornered in argument, yet forget- 
ting that personalities are out of place in debate, the crafty 


priest, true to his religion, attacked character, abused his’ 


opponent, and vented his spleen in slandering the dead. 

From his lofty standpoint, Mr. Watts coulå not descend to 
such a level, but proved, by bis brilliant presentation of, the 
claims of Secularism and by his manly bearing, the superior- 
ity of it and its fruits. 

Alas! the poor priest’s dilemma grew desperate! Some- 
thing must be done, or his followers would lose faith in his 
ability, and so, posing as an advocate of principle, he ignored 

` argument; denouncing slander, he used it to smirch the 
good name of prominent Secularists; promising to avoid 
personalities, yet so conducting himself as to be repeatedly 
called to order by the able and impartial moderator, Prof. 
R. B. Marsh; clabning to know history, yet distorting its 
facts—such were some of the methods used by this Christian 
advocate. 

It is much to be regretted that Mr. Watts did not hav an 
opponent able to distinguish between assertion and proof, 
between argument and preaching, or knowing something of 
the rules governing debate. 

Still, good results must come from these meetings, since 
the dullest could scarcely fail to observe the striking con- 

' trast between the manners of the disputants as an illustration 
of the effect of Christianity and Secularism upon their lives 
and conduct. Manius HEIGHTON. 


Prum CREEK, NEB., May 80, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: There are many Freethinkers in this vicinity, 
but, as in most places, they keep mum. 

We are suffering from fearful drouth, owing to the ac- 
cursed ignorance of the fools who hav been firing the prairies 
in this ‘‘ prairie fire. empire "—that is, Texas, Kansas, Ne- 
braska, and Dakota. Of all the disgraceful rubbish called 
laws against prairie fires, I believe ours are the most worth- 
less and useless. They can not and will not be enforced. 
If we had simply a law forbidding the making of prairie 
fires, under the penalty of at least $50 fine, the same 
to go into the local school fund, and compelling the road 
supervisors to make fire-breaks around each section of Jand 
of non-residents, and charge the same to:those non-resident 
land-owners, and compelling all residing land-owners to erect 
fire-breaks around their land, we would hav rain as we had 
formerly; but since cattle-men, who took some care of past- 
urage, left, we hav been filled with ignorant, uneducated, 
priest-ridden American peasantry, who hav for two years 
kept a continuous fire, so that, though clouds hover over us 
for days, there being no attraction in our burnt and baked 


ground, we do not get any life-giving rains; consequently, 


all agriculture, fruit-growing, and dairying are something 
we do not witness in this ‘‘ prairie fire empire.” And in con- 
nection, of course, hundreds of other businesses and indus- 
tries are either at a stand-still or scarcely making any head- 
way. Our local press, when a little rain drops along a river 
and timbered belt from two to four ‘miles wide, publish 
the same as magnificent showers, when thousands of farms 
in the distance from creeks or rivers are not touched by a 
single drop of rain. This local one-horse press is the biggest 
stumbling-block to progress and prosperity. The editors will 
publish how the Sunday-schools are prospering, how the 
railroads are robbing people, but these demagogs never try 
to enlighten people politically and show them that the igno- 
rant, priest-ridden American peasants are the foundation of 
all corrupt and bad government. ‘They don’t show the peo- 
ple how these same farmers hav changed and prostituted 
about fifty out of nearly seventy school-houses into gospel- 
shops for Sunday-schools and prayer-meetings, and annually 
during winter steal from tax-payers, on an average, two tons 
of coal at each school-house, at $7 per ton, making $1,400 
per year in this county—and many things in like manner. 
At one place, several weeks’ revival meetings were held in a 
school-house, right by a church, because in the church they 
would hav had to pay for coal. And not a single peasant 
was to be found to protest, because some of these same 
mentally blighted peasants, called farmers generally, are can- 
didates for office. Would you believe it—one official told 
me, at a little Bible argument, that he believed the sun is 
going around because the Bible said so. Shades of Moses! 
In 1883 and 1884 we had splendid crops, but the climate is 

- simply destroyed for the present. The only good thing we 
derive from this climate-destroying process is that these 
praying classes fall in debt so rapidly that poverty compels 
them to sell out soon, and then they are forced to go some- 
where else, to some newer region, and curse it with their 
ignorant, priest-ridden practices. The past results of drouth 
in Texas, Kansas, and other places are so well known by the 
public that they need not be reiterated. Montana last year, 
through these continuous fires, paid dearly for it—7. e., they 
drew the climate & thousand miles farther north southward 
among them. Results, bankrupt banks and money institu- 
tions, bankrupt capitalists and cattle and sheep men. But 
it is very hard to teach an American peasant any science— 
impossible. He is told, every Fourth of July, that he is the 
smartest Aleck in the world, and that settles it with the 
farmer. And he is told from the cradle up and continuously 
preached to about fire, fire and brimstone, and morc fire 
again, so that it is part of our ignorant peasant’s nature to 
fire forests in Wisconsin, Michigan, etc., and bring drouth in 
Illinois and other states; fire the cedar swamp in New Jer- 
sey, and cause drouth right in sight of the ocean; fire prai- 
ries from the Rio Grande to British America, and establish 
the largest ‘‘ prairie fire empire " ever known. The political 
demagogs had better attend to the mentally blighted, de- 
structiv American peasantry, and make less of a scarecrow 


out of a few blatherskites called Anarchists, representing all 
nationalities. If this is denied, I will show three American 
Anarchist editors and publishers to one foreigner. There is 
no use lying any longer. These farmers tell us society would 
go to destruction without prayer-meetings, but they never 
tell us that right among these Sunday-school-blighted people 
are the worst ignoramuses, hypocrits, adulterers, right in 
this Davidson county of Nebraska, that has for years suf- 
fered from the blight of Prohibition and Sunday laws. 
Now, see the results. Hastings and scores of younger 
places outgrow us in size, population, business, industry, 
progress, and prosperity, while we here at Plum Creek are 
dragging along in the same old ruts of Puritanism. But it 
serves us right. It is only a short time since we ignorant 
farmers were a mere set of henpecked servils. When our 
water-brained women ordered Sunday-school, we held it, 
even breaking school-house doors to get in. When our 
water-brained women said the gospel needed warming, we 
stole tax-payers’ coal and warmed the humbug up. When 
the same ignorant women ordered us to vote for a county 
school superintendent who advocated the reading of the 
Bible in school and praying, we did 80, though the Nebraska 
constitution forbids any school appropriations for sectarian 
purposes. We are Republicans; and who ever saw a Re- 
publican respect any constitution? When our water-brained 
women ordered us to vote for St. John the Kansanite, we 
did so, because the Prohibition platform said, Article Third, 
** We want Jesus Christ recognized as the ruler of the coun- 
try.” Though the Constitution of Uncle Sammy forbids any 
foreigner to become president, we voted Jesus Christ in all 
we could. Weare Republicans, and care not-for constitu- 
tions. We shake with the czar. CINOINNATUR. 


Havana, Cuna, May 10, 1887. 

FELLOW TRUTH SEEKERS: For a long time I hav desired 
to lay before you, and especially before our heroic cham- 
pions, Dr. Juliet H. Severance and Mr. J. G. Malcolm, a 
conception, invention or discovery, which circumstances 
and investigation presented to my mind some years ago, and 
which, if adopted and established by our government, must, 
in my humble opinion, redound more to the welfare of hu- 
manity than hav all the inventions of all past ages. 

-From what we hav had the pleasure of reading from the 
able pens of our above-named champions, and from others of 
their kind, it seems to me that we must infer that they are 
aware of the fact that cents, dimes, dollars, and eagles, like 
apples, pears, peaches, and plumbs, are cheap when abun- 
dant, and dear when scarce. In his splendid article in our 
great standard, Taz TRUTH SEEKER, of December 25, 1886, 
Mr. Malcolm said that our United States Supreme Court had 
decided that money is not a measure, but a representativ of 
values. Well, that court might just as well hav said that a 
yard-stick is not a measure, but a representativ of distance. 
The hight of a tree cannot be 50 pounds nor 50 bushels, 
while it may be 50 feet. The weight of a pig may not be 50 
feet nor $50, while it may be 50 pounds. The price of acow 
may not be 50 feet nor 50 bushels, while it may be $50; be- 
cause the hight of the tree is measured by and expressed in 
feet, the weight of the pig is measured by and expressed in 
pounds, while the value of the cow is measured by and ex- 
pressed in dollars. 

Since the measure of distance must be of some fixed dis- 
tance or fength, and the measure (comparison) of ponderous- 
ness, or gravitation, must be of a fixed weight, I think I 
clearly perceive that the measure of values must be of a fixed 
value. We might as well try to measure distance without 
any fixed unit of linear. measure as to try to measure values 
without & fixed unit of value measure that possesses & veri- 
table fixed value. In some countries distance is often ex- 
pressed in hours or days of travel, but that is like a unit of 
value measure (the dollar) made of or based upon anything 
that may fluctuate in supply and demand, as is the case with 
the precious, and all other, metals. It depends upon the 
rapidity with which one travels, or upon the supply and de- 
mand of the metals. 

The dollar based upon or made of gold or silver, or of 
anything of a nature so fluctuating, is likea yard-string made 
of india-rubber, and it i8 the very thing that has enabled the 
fraudulent class to rob the honest, wealth-producing gawkies 
of the world of the hard-earned proceeds of their daily labor. 
They greatly inflate the volume of money, which makes dol- 
lars cheap, and then, having secured evidences of debt 
against the gawkies, they greatly contract the volume of 
money, which causes the dollars, because of scarcity, to in- 
crease in value, or, in wealth-measuring capacity, like a 
stretched india-rubber yard-string, and then they compel the 
gawkies to pay off those evidences of debt while the wealth- 
measuring capacity of the dollar is thus increased. Please 
don’t be offended because I use the term gawkies. Iam 
aware that I am one of them, and I call a spade a spade. 

The amount of money per capita in circulation, were it the 
same throughout the world, would not be important, if it 
could only be kept at a fixed wealth-measuring capacity ; the 
people would soon learn the value of it. 

I hav traveled in a good many countries, viz., United 
States, Mexico, West Indies, South America, England, Spain, 
France, Switzerland, Germany, and Belgium, and I hav ob- 
served that whatever number of dollars per capita there may 
be in circulation in any country, that will be about the num- 
ber of dollars that the average laboring man will get for a 
month's wages, including board, washing, and lodging, 
which always equal about one-half ag much more. 

When the English had succeeded in their conquest of the 
East Indies, the very first thing they did was to, by taxation, 
traffic, and spoliation, robbery, drain nearly all the money 
out of that country, and into their own coffers, until they 
had reduced the volume of money in India to about sixty 
cents per capita. Hence a month's wages of an avcrage 


laborer in that country is about sixty cents, including board, 
washing, and lodging, or about ninety cents net. See New 
York Zeraid, June 4, 1886, page 4, third column. 

Since the East Indian farmer can obtain labor for about 
one-thirtieth of the amount that the American farmer must 
pay for it, he can produce wheat or any other product of the 
farm for less than ten per cent of the amount that it costs the 
American farmer to grow it, and still realize a good profit; ' 
but the English, by and through taxation and trickery, so 
manage the Indian that they get nearly all the proceeds of 
his labor, or the producta of his farm, or the proceeds there- 
from, for a mere trifle, and thus intelligence gulls the gawkies 
in every country. 

We might make greenback paper dollars without basing 
them upon gold or upon any other article of value, and by 
making them a legal tender we could repudiate debts by pay- 
ing them off with such stuff, but we could not compel any- 
body to exchange wealth for it. We might just as well take 
a pound weight, and having stamped it with the words, 
** This is one yard," try to measure distance with it. 

Seven hundred years ago gold and silver were so scarce and 
precious that money made thereof would buy more than a 
hundred times as much labor converted into any kind of 
wealth than money made now of the same quantity of those 
metals wil buy; and gold is being consumed in the arts 
throughout the world to such & great extent more than the 
mines of the world are yielding it up, that the amount of gold 
that now exists in the world—about $3,000,000,000—is de- 
creasing at the rate of about $50,000,000a year. From which 
we may reasonably conclude that within about sixty years 
the people of all those nations against which capitalists hold 
national bonds payable in gold must bein the same condition 
that the fifth chapter of Nehemiah, in the Bible, says that 
the people were in about 2,400 years ago. The great capital- 
ists of the world are aware that such a condition of affairs 
is rapidly approaching, and hence the “ hard times ” that are 
gradually swooping down upon the people throughout the 
entire world. All national bonds are payable in gold coin. 
Were the people, the government, of the United States to 
construct and equip two competing lines of railway, one ex- 
tending from Boston, Mass., via New York, Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, Washington, Pittsburgh,Cincinnati, St. Louis, and 
Denver to San Francisco, Cal., and another from Charleston, 
S. C., via Atlanta, Memphis, Little Rock, and El Paso to Los 
Angeles, Cal., with an appropriate number of branches ex- 
tending north and south from the main trunk lines, at a total 
cost of about 2,000,000,000 greenback paper dollars, made a 
full legal tender for all dues, debts, and demands anywhere 
under our flag, and then by our United States Constitution 
make each dollar of that greenback, railroad, car-ticket 
paper money (absolute money) at any and all times receiva- 
ble for a first-class ride for the distance of about a hundred 
miles, more or less, to be determined by Congress, on any of 
the government railroads, and were our United States Con- 
stitution to permit Congress to increase the distance of ride 
to be given for a dollar, in proportion to the incrense of facil- 
ities for performing the labor, but never to diminish it, be- 
cause such facilities can never retrograde, while they may 
increase, a dollar of this greenback, railroad, car-ticket, 
paper and absolute money would always be equal to just so 
much labor converted into any kind of wealth, because a 
given amount of labor is requisit to carry first-class a pas- 
senger, or a given amount of freight, or a second-class: pas- 
senger, a hundred miles on a railway. 

Having our railways and this money, to the extent of 
about $40 per capita, established, with no other kind of legal 
tender under our flag, our United States Constitution should 
provide that in proportion to the increase of our population 
the amount of our legal tender money shall, by the secretary 
of our treasury, be increased, that so we may perpetually 
hav $40 per capita in circulation, to the end that the dollar 
of liquidation may always equal in wealth-measuring capacity 
the dollar of obligation, and so that any obligation, such asa 
life-insurance policy, though it run for a hundred or a thou- 
sand years, may be liquidated in dollars of the same wealth- 
measuring capacity as were the dollars that existed at the 
time when the obligation was entered into. 

Our post-offices might then be distinguished by three 
classes—those of the first class, and in large cities, might 
emit bills of exchange or post-ofüce money orders to the 
amount of $100,000; those in smaller cities, and of the sec- 
ond class, might emit such bills to the amount of $10,000; 
and those of the third class, in villages, to the amount of 
$1,000. They might also loan money according to Mr. Mal- 
colm's plan, and thus greatly facilitate the progress of our 
industries, and then our government would be much more 
“ by the people, of the people, and for the people, ? than by 
capitalists, of capitalists, and for capitalists, as is the case 
with it now. 

Since it is obligatory upon Congress to establish a uniform 
system of weights and measures, a uniform measure of values 
as well as of anythiug else, when once they see how it may 
be done, I don't perceive how they can conscientiously ne- 
glect to do so after their attention may hav been called to 
this plan. 

By having these great railway lines established, the people, 
the government, could hold in check the great swindling, 
extorting railway monopolies. The government railways, 
together with our money, thus established, would redound 
more to the welfare of the people than hav all other inven- 
tions combined. Our Congress has already given away to 
rich, swindling railroad companies much more than a sufli- 
cient quantity of land, had it been sold at a fair price, to 
amount fo the entire cost of these railways. Had we such 
railways and such money as I hav herein described, all our 
farmers could liv well and grow richer every year, and all 
frugal laboring people could acquire comfortable homes and 
a competency for old age. If I am wrong, please set me 
right, j Gzozex Newton. 


396 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JUNE 18, 1887. 


Ghildren’s Carner, 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River; Mass., to whom ali Communications for 
this Corner should be sent, . 


Between the dark and the daylight, 
. When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


The Wild Flower. 


Alas! little flower, I know not your name, 

The weeds that surround you enfeeble your fame, 
For judging of others by those that surround 
Extends to the weeds that inhabit the ground. 


Come: raise up your head, little bright, drooping 
flower, 

Aud fall not so low in your loveliest hour; 

Your petals are shapely, your colors are fair, 

And sweetest of fragrance is felt on the air. 


You're fairer by far than the proud buttercup, 
Which ever is holding its haughty head up; ` 
Your beauty surpasses the sunflower tree, 
Which holds up its face for the sun-god to see. 


Alas! that your face should be shut from the glare 
Of morning's bright ray, when it bursts on the air, 
Far off in this corner, where all is repose 
Save zephyrs too gentle to shatter a rose. 


Oh! had you not bloomed in this valley obscure 

You might hav been sought were your colors less 
pure; 

But do not feel slighted—'tis rich, it is rare, 

The blossom that brightens the desert’s despair. 


You've blossomed in beauty, but never hear 
praise, 

The stranger that passes bestows not a gaze, 

But richer is yours—it is wrong, it is wrong 

To trample a blossom so worthy a song. 

Come, part from the stem, for I know you will 
share 

This loneliness leaning so close to despair ; 

Away from the stem, sweet graces impart, 

Come now, let me place you right over my heart 


DARLINA BELL, 
— oeo —————— — 


How to Write a Letter. 


There is an art in letter-writing as in every- 
thing else; and there is that about a letter 
that, to & shrewd observer, determins the 
character of the writer. 

A neat person is never slovenly with his 
letter, nor careless about hiscxpressions. To 
write easily, gracefully, and entertainingly 
may be very much the exercise of a gift 
possessed by few, but there are certain rules 
regarding letter-writing which may be ac- 
quired by every one. 

A business letter should be concise and 
particular, expressing no more, no less, than 
is required to be made known. The first 
business letter of a young college graduate 
consisted of four and a half long pages full of 
minute details. His employer bade him 
shorten it. He rewrote it and condensed it 
one-half. Again was he told to shorten it. 
Four times he re-wrote the letter, condensing 
every time, until he had expressed all that 
was necessary in the spacc of half a sheet! 
A business letter should commence thus: 

Mr. James Brown, 
Dear Sit: 

And should close with : 


Yours respectfully ; or, Yours truly, 
A letter of friendship, or of any personal 
interest, may begin in this way : 
Dear Friend; or, My Dear Miss, Mrs., or Mr. —: 
And should close in friendly letters with : 
Yours sincerely; or, Yours affectionately. 


In a friendly letter formality may be put 
aside, and its composition should be easy and 
natural, as one would talk. In letters for 
publication great care should be exercised 
that nothing unpleasant or offensiv to the 
general reader should be printed. In letters 
for the Children's Corner, as well as else- 

. where, astilted manner should be avoided; 
also a copying from other letters, as, ‘‘ I saw 
so many others writing I thought I would 
write," etc. 

In what you write be original, and different 
from others. Be brief, and express much in 
few words. Formerly, it was the proper 
thing to begin letters half way down the page; 
now itisin good taste to begin at the top of 
the page. 

If a letter, or note, is to be delivered on the 
day it is written to some one in town, the 
date may be placed at the bottom of the page, 
left hand corner; otherwise it should be 
always at the top of the page, right hand 
corner. 

An informal note of invitation may be writ- 
ten in the first person, and answered in the 
same way. . 

All letter-writing should be simple, natural, 
and free from slang or impure phrases. 
Words should be spelled correctly and writ- 
ten plainly. With these few hints borne in 


mind, there is no reason why a child may not 
write an interesting and intelligent letter. 


S. H. W. 
—e 


Our Puzzle Box. 


1.—CHARADE. 


One hundred thousand pounds we find ; 
A sack or purse to suit our mind; 

At last our idle dream must go— 

"Tis naught—to it we little owe. 

Like those adventurous Spaniards bold, 
Mistaking pyrites for gold, 

Misled by its metallic cast, 

Our éotai for blacklead has passed ; 

' And strange it is that none hav said 
There go the crew with their fools lead— 
An epithet deserved, I hold, 

As well as ever was ‘‘ fool’s gold.” 

Then let us bow before our fate 

Our total wealth as graphite state; 

And for myself, if truth be told, 

All I possess two pencils hold. 

Irwin, Lowa, J. K. P. BAKER. 


À sad event. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'8 OORNER 
JUNE 4, 1887. 

1.-Versatility. 

2.-Gnomon; behead and take away the 
middle, it is noon, and if always noon, the 
“sun must stand still ;" yet it runs back as 
well as forward, for noon is a palindrome. 
You can’t solve the Bible story so, though 
some commentators try it. 

8.-Cape Cod. 


; Science Qalumn. 


Liberal Lesson Leaves. 

PHYSIOAL SERIES, NO. IV. — THE METRIO SYSTEM. 

24. Length.—The standard of length is the 
meter (or metre). It is approximately the 
.0000001 (one ten-millionth) of the distance 
from the equator to the pole along the surface 
of the sea. The polar circumference of the 
earth is therefore about 40,000,000 meters. 
The meter is equal to 39.37 inches. 


10 millimeters (mm.) equal 1 centimeter (cm.) 
10 centimeters * — 1decimeter (dm.) 
10 decimeters *  jmeter (m.) 


10 meters ‘©  1dekameter (Dm.) 
10 dekameters ' «- 1hectometer (Hm.) 
10 hectometers “1 kilometer (km.) 

10 kilometers *  1myrnameter (Mm.} 


The important units are the cm., m., and 
km. The cm. equals .3987 inches; the m., 
89.87 inches., the km., .6214 miles. 


The above sketch will aid in forming an 
idea of the values of the measures of length. 
The ‘small lincs are one mm. apart, the 
larger ones one cm., and the total length is 
one dm., or .1 m. : 

95. Surface.— 

100 square millimeters (sq. mm.) equal 1 sq. cen- 
timeter (sq. cm.). 

1008quare centimeters equal 1 square decimeter 
(sq. dm.). : 

100 square decimeters equal 1 sq. meter, 

The sq. cm. is most used. It is equal to 
.195 square inches. The annexed cut is one 
sq. cm. It is divided into sq. mm. 


154J.t0 = 100 sq. 
26. Volume.— 
1,000 cubic millimeters (cu. mm.) 
centimeter (cu. cm.). 
1,000 cubic centimeters equal 1cubic decimeter 


(cu. dm.). 
1,000 cubic decimeters equal 1 cubic meter (cu.m.). 


The important ones are the cu. cm. and the 
cu. m. The cu. cm. equals .061 cubic inches, 
the cu. m. equals 35.81 cubic feet. 

97. Capacity.—Capacity may be measured 
in cu. cm., but it is frequently measured in 
liters (or litres). One liter is equal to one 
cubic dm. — 1,000 cu. cm. 


equal 1cubic 


10 milliliters (ml.) equal 1 centiliter (cl.), 
10 centiliters 1 deciliter (dl.). 
10 deciliters M 1 liter (1). 

10 liters t 1 dekaliter (Dl). 
10 dekaliters “ 1 hectoliter (H1.). 
10 hectoliters 1 kiloliter (kl.). 


The only one extensivly used in physics is 
the liter (pronounced eeter). It is equal to 
61.02 cubic inches, or 1.05 quarts (wine 
measure). 

28. Weight.—The standard of weight is the 
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zoo millimeters-: zo centimeters—: decimeter=3.937 inches 


` gram (or gramme). It is the weight of one 
i cubic cm. of pure water at its temperature of 
greatest density, that is, 4° Centigrade. 


10 milligrams (mg.) equal 1centigram (cg.). 
10 centigrams ku 1 decigram (dg.). 

10 decigrams x 1 gram (g.). 

10 grams “ 1 dekagram (Dg.). 
10 dekagrams b 1 hectogram (Hg.). 
10 hektograms m Ae 1 kilogram (kg.). 

10 kilograms * 1myriagram (Mg.). 


The most important weights are the gram 
and kilogram. The g. is equal to 15.432 gr., 
and the kg. is equal to 2.2046 lbs. 

A five-cent nickel, one of those with a 
shield on, weighs about 5 g., and is about 2 
cm. in diameter. 

29. T'emperature.—' Temperature is meas- 
ured by the centigrade thermometer. This 
thermometer is graduated so that water 
freezes at 0°, and boils at 100°. The interval 
between freezing and boiling is graduated into 
100 equal parts. When temperatures are 
being given, C. stands for Centigrade, and F., 
for Fahrenheit. : 

30. C. G. S. System.—The three most im- 
portant units of measurement in physics are 
the cm., g., and the second. The student 
should become familiar with all of these, as 
they are extensivly used, and many other 
units are derived from them. This system of 
units derived from the cm., g., and s. is called 
the C. G. 8. System, and the units derived 
are called C. G. S. units. They will be ex- 
plained as required. 

81. Remarks.—It is necessary for all to be- 
come familiar with the Centimeter, Gram, and 
second. We areall familiar with the interval 
of time called the second. The sketches 
given will serve to make us familiar with the 
centimeter, and if we remember that a cu. cm. 
of water weighs a gram, we will hav a mod- 
erately good idea how much a gram is, or we 
can estimate a gram when we remember that 
a five-cent nickel weighs five grams. Try 
and become familiar with the following units 
also: the meter, which is a litle more than a 
yard; the kilometer, which is & little more 
than half a mile; the kilogram, which is a 
little more than two pounds; and the liter, 
which is a little more than a quart (wine 
measure). G. G. GROWER, 


QUESTIONS, 
1. What is the weight of a cu. cm. of water? 


8.,1g. ` 
2. What is the weight of aliter of water? Ans., 


1kg, , 

3. Lead is11,35 times as heavy as water,how much 
does a cu. cm. ofit weigh? Ans., 11.85 g. 

4. Iron is 7.2 times as heavy as water, how much 
would acu, m. of it weigh? Ans., 7,200 ke, 

5. How many m. in10km,? Ans., 10,600, 

6, How many sq. cm. in a square m.? Ans. 
10,000. . i 

T. ‘The average weight of a man is 140.4 pounds, 
how many kg. does he weigh? Ans., 63.7. 

8. The average weight of a woman is 55.2 kg., 
how many pounds does she weigh? Ans., 121.7. 


9, The aver- 


A 


age hight ofa 
man is 600.8 
inches how 
many om.? 
Ans., 168.4, 
i 10. The aver- 
age hight of a woman is 107.9 cm., how many 
inches? Ans., 62.16. . sey 

11. At birth the average weight of a girl is 6.415 
pounds, how many kg.? Ans., 2.91. , 

12, At birth the average weight of a boy is 3.2 
kg., how many pounds? Ans.,7.055. | . 
. 18. The average hight of a girl, at birth, is 19.02 
inches. how many cm? Ans., 48.8, : : 

14. The average hight of a boy at birth is 49.6 
cm., how many inches? Ans., 19,53. 

NoTEÉ.—The above figures in regard to the hu- 
man body are given by uetelet. The measure- 
ments were made upon Belgians. 
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Story of an Oyster. 


Why, then, the world's mine oyster, 
Which I with sword will open. 
—Herry Wives of Windsor, 

And as we are picking the world to pieces 
to see what it is made of, and how it is made, 
of course we must dissect whatever comes in 
our way. 

Now, this oyster—your little fingers could 
never pick it open, it is shut so tightly. 

There are two very hard shells, you see, 
like valves, an upper and an under one. 
Hence oysters, clams, scallops, and mussels 
are caled—what? Can't you guess? Bi- 
valves !—that’s right. And now one of our 
bright boys has, with a knife, forced the hard, 
firmly closed shells apart, and there is the 
little soft, pulpy fish. Is it a fish? i 

Why, yes; certainly it is, and a very de- 
licious one too. He does not appear to hav 
any head, however. What a funny fish, sure 
enough! And what a pretty house inside 
is that helivs in! How smooth and glossy ! 
What bright and changing colors it shows in 
the light! 

This lining of the oyster shell is called 
* mother of pearl? and buttons, brooches, 
studs, and many useful and ornamental ar- 
ticles are manufactured from it. The shells 
are used to harden roads, and for other pur- 
poses. The oyster livs in a bed with a great 
many relativs of his, with the salt water fora 
blanket. Oysters attach themselvs in baby- 


hood to & sliell or rock in clusters, and there 
they stay till some one comes with a rake, 
made on purpose to take them, and gathers 
them in by the bushel. The clam is buried 


‘in the sand ; the mussel can swim along near 


the shore, so can. the scallop, and when 

picked up, click, click, he snaps his shells to- 

gether as if angry at being disturbed, but the 

oyster never opens his mouth, nor does he 
ever of his own accord move an inch, but lies. 
in bed all the time. When the tide ebbs off 
we can see him and his mates lying there just 

'as still as mice. 

His family is very, very old. He belongs 
to the tribe called Mollusks, and they are 
first found &way back. in what is called the 
Silurian Age. Mollusks are animals whose 
skeletons are on the outside of their bodies. 

Silurian is named from a tribe of Britons, 
or Silures, who formerly lived in Wales, 
where the formations of this age are very 
plenty. ` 

Sometimes the oyster gets sick, and a lot of 
shelly caps form around some foreign sub- 
stance that has somehow got in between the 
animal and its shell, and after a while they 
are hardened into what are termed pearls. 
These are much sought for, and are very 
costly and valuable. : 

The oyster is one of six classes, all of 
which come under the family of mollusks. 

You hav seen snails on the land with four 
horns, and little eyes on the ends of two of 
them, havn't you? "The shell of the snail is 
like a spiral tube, into which he tucks him- 
self, or stretches out at his leisure. And the 
slug, too—can you describe his appearance ? 
Head, horns, a fat little foot, and a soft little 
body. These are relations of the oyster, 
only they liv on the land instead of under 
water; we do not use them for food, and 
they are known as gasteropods, The oyster 
comes under the head of Acephala, and that 
means that it has no head. S. H. W. 

QUESTIONS.—What animals are called bivalves ? 
Why 80 called? What is the lining of the oyster 
shell called? What is its use? How doer the oy- 
ster liv? Describe the habits of other shell-fish. 

o what tribe does he belong? Define mollusk. 
Silurian. What is the result if the oyster becomes 
sick? Into how many classes are mollusks di- 
vided? Describe the snail and slug. What is the 
difference between them and the oyster? To 
what class do they belong? Under what head is 
the oyster classed ? 

Correspondence. 


Der Mar, Car., May 24, 287. 

Dear Miss Wixow: It has been a long 
time since I wrote to you. I am eleven 
years old. Everything remains as it always 
did, only the Christians are growing weaker 
in their knees. This year is kind of an off 
year. It didn’t start in to rain until the last 
of February, and it is trying to rain now. It 
hardly ever rains later than April. 

Papa and mamma went to hear Mr. Put- 
nam lecture in San Diego. They thought his 
lecture was very good. They brought home 
some very good Infidel books. suppose 
that our Christian friends hav erected a mon- 
ument for Noah. We hava nice house and 
a cistern that holds three hundred barrels of 
water. Your friend, LUTHER Suave. 


OVERTON, Ga., May 28, 287 E.M. 

Dear Miss Wixow: As it has been several 
months since I wrote to you, and nobody . 
seems to miss me, I thought I would write 
again. Iknow you hav not space to publish 
anything from a poor writer often, so I will 
only write occasionally. The Corner is im- 
proving all the time, and I am, particularly 
pleased with the Science Column. Educate 
the children in science and you will see them 
grow up into good Freethinkers; for Chris- 
tianity’s worst enemy is science. It always 
has been, and ever will be. I wish I could 
liv to see the day when every church is con- 
verted into an institute for learning science. 
You are doing a splendid work in educating 
the children in the course of Freethought. 
Every Liberal paper ought to hav a depart- 
ment for the children; the mind is more 
easily bent while young. I wish I could 
hear you speak. I am very much pleased 
with the interest Mr. G. N. Hill takes in your 
work. I agree with him in thinking that 
Freethinkers ought to date from the death of 
the noble martyr Bruno. If Jesus Christ 
ever lived, no doubt he was a good man, and 
a martyr, but we cannot hav as much respect 
for him, because the Christians hav slandered 
him so much by saying that he wants people 
to be washed in his blood and that he madea 
failure in his attempt to.save sinners. It 
looks strange to me that God did not crown 
his only son’s effort with success when it was 
in his power to do so. 

1 hav written some verses for the Corner, 
and hope they will prove worthy of publica- 
tion. . Yours for truth, Darina BELL. 

[We thank our friend for her kind appre- 
ciation of our efforts. We hav the best and 
kindest friends in the world, and their ap- 
proval of our work is very gratifying.—Ep. 
C. C.J 


Correspondence Wan ted —— 

With refined and affectionate young lady of Free- 

thought views, by a young farmer whose present 

acquaintances are Christians. BOX 658, Bt. Cath- 
1135 


| arine’s, Ont. 


Ingersolls Works. 


fhe Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
“ Humboldt,” “ ‘Thomas Paine,” “ Individual- 
ity," and “ Heretics and Heresies,” 


The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, 1.25. | 


Contents: * The Ghosts,” “Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” ‘the Declaration of In- 
dependence, * About Farming in inois,” 
“The Grant Banquet,” “The Rev, Alexander 
Clark,” “Tho Past Bises before Me Like a 


Dream,” and ** A Tribute to Ebon €. Ingersoll." . 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.95, : 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
—— plain cloth, $1.25. : 

What Must We Doto Be Saved! Pa- 
The Christian. Religion. By R. G. 


per, 25 cents, 

Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah §, Blaek, and Prof. 
George F, Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Orthodoxy.’ 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents, $1.00 per doz, post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing ag much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document, 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 


Ingersoll Cateehised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded. by 
the editor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 
Millions of these should be circulated. 


Vindication of Thomas Paine from 


the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents, 


Ingersoll's Lectures Complete. 
Bound in one volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on ‘ Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
. price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 

` Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s ‘Tribute to 
is Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 
“Little Harry Miller's Graye," that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and 1n large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
to any address, for 50cts, or either one for 15ot&. 
Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book is a gem. It is a model in every re- 
..8pect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated * Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, argumenta, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versations of the author, The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir, To help 1t serve this 
uxpose, a fine stecl portrait, wi h autograph 
ac simile, has been prepared especi ; 
Price,in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style; $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 

calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents. : 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


J. E. Remsburg's Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it isunexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality ; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Oi ation; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 


Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
, Church and the Republi . ER 
Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 


Vices Sanctioned by Scripture Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o: 

Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Uukinedness to Children; Cruelty to Animals ; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities, 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following, heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sun ay Arguments ; Origin of Ohristian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
abb ath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 

abbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 25 cents; six copies, $1.00. 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty, Tells the sto: 
ot the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Choive extracts from “Common Sense,” 
“ American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason " are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work, Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. 
cloth, 75 cents. 

Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 35 cents; per doz. 40 cte. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 


delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers' Convention, January 29, 1884, Price, 


10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


Exeter Hall. “One of the most excit- 


ing romances of the day." Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents, 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliot's works, By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404 pages.” $1.25, 


Price, paper, 60 cents; 


z 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 
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L N. BAKER, 


and Printed by Permission of 
the Author, 
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WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


Was Jesus an Impostor? A debate between a 
Scotch novelist, Agnes Rollo Wilkie, and Arthur 
B. Moss. The best conducted debate of modern 
times. 180 pp., 25 ots. The Mirror of Free- 
thought, 50 cts. The Bible and Darwinism. 
95 cts. Biblical Errors and Secular Truths. 25 
ets. Two Revelations. 5 cts. Bible Horrors; or, 
Real Blasphemy. 5 cts. Bible Makers. 5 cts. 
Bible Saints—Nos. 1,2, and 3. Each 5 cts. Moses 
vs. Darwin, 5 ots, Socrates, Buddha, and Jesus. 
Sots, Christianity a Degrading Religion. 5 cts. 
Fictitious Gods. 5 cts. Natural Man. 5 cts. 
The Old Faith and the New. 5cts, Bruno and 
Spinoza. 5cts, The Bible God and His Favorits. 
5cts, Miracle-Workers. 5cts. Health, Wealth, 
and Happiness, 5cts. The Brain and the Soul. 
5cts. Nature and the Gods, 5cts. Design and 


Reported for the “ Truth Seeke:”* by 


HHE ONLY CORRECT 


"THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


PRICE, & CENTS. 


Sp fe 
PRICE. 40 CENTS. 


EDIMION, 


York: 


Bible Temperance 


Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
by the Bible, 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


This is a companion book to Remsburg’s '* Bible 


Natural Selection. Sots, Man and the Lower Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents. 


imals. 6 cts. ; 
An adres Watts and Co., 1% Johnson's Court, | 
E.C., London, Eng. ! 


ddress THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
^ ix 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


- - a 
Ingersoli's Tributes. 
REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram 
ing. The titles are: : 
The Vision of War, 

Tribute to his Brother, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller?s Grave, 

The price of these heretofore has been $1.00. We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS, Mailed secure | 
Jom akage, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 

28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


OMANISM, 


DANGER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


PRIOR, é = - E & 40 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 


THE 


Fathers of Our Republic, 


Paine, Jefferson, Washington, 


Franklin. 


A LECTURE delivered before the Tenth A‘anua 
Congress of the American Secular Union, 
in Chickering Hall, New York 
November 13, 1886. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 


Price 15 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. . 


W. S. BELL'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Conflict between Christianity 
and Civilization. 


PRICE, -~ e -= a a a 15 CENTS. 


It is a stunner; concise, scholarly, and good.— 
illings, 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
PRICE, 15 CENTS. 


Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. 


Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Man,—T. B. Wakeman. 

A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. Itisa very 
able paper, and deserves wide dissemination, —The 

ge. 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTS. 

The number of heads under which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which each point is digs- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
Itake great pleasure in recommending '' Anti- 
Prohibition "to the consideration of every person 
who ig interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self government.— 
J.J. McCabe. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 


“Tam very much pleased with it, and I wish the 

eventy thousand ministers of this country were 

oblige " fo purchase the pamphlet and read every 
wo d of it.” 


Price 15 cents. For sale at this office 


SOCIAL WEALTH. 


The Bole Factors and Exact Ratios in Its 
Acquirement and Apportionment, 


By J. K. INGALLS. 


Price, Cloth, - - $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 


A ooMPEND OF THE NATURAL Laws or IN- 
DUSTRIAL PRODUOTION AND 
EXOHANGE. 

By J. K. Ineatts, author of ‘‘ Social Wealth." 
Price, 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


OB 
Men of Business Who Did Something Besides 
Making Money. A. Book for Young Americans. 


BY JAMES PARTON. 


Price, - - =- - - $1.25. 


T TRUTH SEEKER. 
a E: Lafayette Place. New York. 


THE CONFESSIONAL 
ROMISH AND ANGLICAN. 
An Haposé. 
By SALADIN. Price, 30 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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| | Poetry. | 


Content. 


One seeks in vain . 
A fairer country than this broad domain— . 
Where freedom dwells on coteau, hill, and plain— 
And fertil prairies, rich with growing grain, 
Invite the men of courage, brawn, and brain. 
Hither on breezy wing 
Far from the pampered East a-wandering, 
Ali gilded customs to the winds I fling ; 
Why should my heart to city pleasures cling ? 
My shack’s a castle! and I reign its king. 


Then come what may, 
Here in this cabin rude content Ill stay ; 
Here at my cabin door I'll whiff away 
The cares and troubles of a yesterday; : i 
Why should I change my lot? Why further stray? 
—Sam T. Clover in Dakota Bell. 
— — ———$—— — ——————— 


Religious News from Boston. 


The Brick Lune church was last evening 
filled by a large and fashionable audience 
gathered to welcome the Rev. Mr. Stellalite, 
who comes to this city with the most flatter- 
ing testimonials of the pulpit and press of the 
West, where he has filled long engagements 
in nearly all the large cities with unqualified 
success. His welcome last evening was a 
complete ovation, and his efforts from first to 
last were rewarded with the most unmistak- 
able approval of his delighted listeners. Mr. 
Stellalite’s engagement covers the current 
week only, and all who wish to hear him 
(and who does not?) should goearly. Every 
evening, with matinees on Wednesday, Sat- 
urday, and Sunday. 

A movement is on foot at the Swell Street 
church to hav the choir and pulpit change 
places. Jt is high time that this improve- 
ment were effected. The worshipers at this 
church hav too long been subjected to great 
inconvenience in having to turn their heads 
to see the singers. It was at one time pro- 
posed to remove the pews and substitute 
swivel chairs, but the suggestion being made 
that this would be an unnecessary expense, 
as nobody, of course, cared to face the pulpit 
at any time during the service, it was deter- 
mined to meet the difficulty by the charge we 
hav already mentioned. Strange that this 
was not thought of before. The other 
churches will undoubtedly follow the exam- 
ple of this enterprising congregation. 

We are requested to say that none but 
those coming in carriages will hereafter be 
admitted to the services at the Nazarene 
church. The practice of admitting pedes- 
trians has resulted in the attendance of scores 
of persons of the lower classes almost every 
Sunday, until the annoyance became quite 
unbearable. The Nazarene church has made 
a move in the right direction. 

We are pleased to be able to inform our 
readers that the Buckminster Avenue church 
has just been furnished with a new range and 
all the necessary utensils for cooking. We 
shall expect to hear of rcawakening of inter- 
est among the worshipers at this elegant tab- 
ernacle in Consequence of this new con- 
venience. Indeed, as we pen these lines, we 
are informed that the formation of a new am- 
ateur theatrical club is on the tapis, and that 
it will include in its membership many of our 
best citizens. We are requested to say that 
parties hereafter hiring the chapel for balls 
and like entertainments can hav the use of 
the range and cooking utensils at small addi- 
tional expense.—7'ranscript, 

er 
Stray Seraps. 


Itis a sure fact that if it had not been for the 
Christian mothers this world would hav gone to 
smash and to the devil long ago.—Envangelist L. W. 
Munhall, 


Here is a consideration for the advocates of 
suffrage for these ‘‘ Christian mothers” not 
to be ignored. When these Christian 
mothers hav their ballots (which will be as 
soon as it is seen that there is no other way 
to save this world from going to smash and 
to the devil), they will vote God into the Con- 
stitution at the bidding of the priests, and all 
the Christians will say, ‘‘ Amen!” 

The Rev. Justin D. Fulton pitched into the 
Catholic church again yesterday in the Masonic 


Temple. One thing he said was: “I believe the 
Catholic church has got all the power it is going 


to get in this country. Somehow or other God is. 


going to hav his way in America. I believe that 
it was God who by those fatal words, ‘Rum, 
Romanism, and rebellion,’ called a halt to the 
man, James G. Blaine, who was groveling in the 
dust before the Roman Catholic element in this 
country for the sake of their votes.” 

-This is equal to an eminent Boston divine, 
during the last presidential campaign, saying 
that if Cleveland was elected, he should know 
that God had no further use for the Repub- 
lican party. 


What a mighty man God is in politics oc- 


casionally in the estimation of some of the 
gentlemen of the cloth! If God does hav his 
way in America, then why complain and 
mourn when a Guiteau shoots a Garfield? 


Erra E. GIBSON. 
tO 


Books. 


LITTLE Lessons ror LITTLE FOLES. 
Elmina (Mrs. E. D. Slenker). 
illuminated cover, price 40 cents. 


“ Little Lessons” received. They are in- 
teresting, and even we, old as we are, get 
new ideas from them.—A. W. Lake, Garretts- 
ville, O. 

After careful examination I can say that 
“ Little Lessons," received for my little 
daughter, is far superior to the books now in 
use for young children; in fact, it is the acme 
of success for young Liberals.—Mrs. Francis 
Bardmass, Dun Glen, Neo. 

We hav ali read ** Little Lessons for Little 
Folks,” and are delighted, and hav been 
much enlightened thereby. It is particularly 
interesting to Georgia, and if I had my way 
about it, it would be introduced into the 
schools as a text-book, to take the place of 
some of the goody-goody hog-wash now tak- 
ing the lead.—.A Friend, Rogers, Ark. 

I wish to say a few words of praise in favor 
of Elmina’s ‘‘ Little Lessons for Little Folks.” 
It is a nice little book, instructiv for old or 
young. [read every word of it, then sent it 
as a present toa grand-daughter in Wiscon- 
sin. Every family should hav it. Buy it, 
everybody. It is a neat little book for the 
children.—Samos Parsons, San José, Cal. 


We liked the “ Little Lessons” very much. 
My oldest boy, when he finished reading it, 
said he had but one objection to Elmina's 
book—that was, that it was not half big 
enough. The language in which it is written 
makes it comprehensiv to the young, and in- 
teresting and instructiv to big folks, as well 
as little ones.—Lottie Griffin, Meloir, Kan. 


I hav read Elmina D. Slenker’s last book 
of “ Little Lessons." It is well got up, and 
I consider it well adapted to store the minds 
of youth (and many of older years) with use- 


By Aunt 
Boards, 


ful scientific and historical information, far }- 


in advance of the stories and catechism. I 
learned in my youth, and which it has taken 
me years to unlearn.—Join Ray, Welland, 
Canada. 


Elmina’s ‘ Little Lessons,” and Colonel 
Kelso's argument for ‘‘ Spiritualism.” Both 
of these books seem well adapted to fill a 
‘“long-felt want." Elmina’s lessons are short 
talks about the stars, monkeys, fishes, water, 
stones, leaves, nerves, frogs, cows, dolls, 
grass, etc. Concerning these and similar 
subjects she has succeeded in imparting much 
knowledge in a form that is likely to hold the 
interest and deeply impress the minds of 
children.— Health Monthly. 


“Little Lessons for Little Folks” is the 
most sensible, interesting, and instructiv 
book for children that it has ever been our 
pleasant privilege to peruse. . Mrs. E. D. 
Slenker is the author, and in the preface she 
says that ‘‘it is like a school-book, which 
aims to teach the groundwork of facts.” It 
is compiled from reliable sources, and put in 
plain, simple language, so that all may un- 
derstand. This editor dearly loves children, 
and he wishes that he were able to present 
one of these nice books to every child in the 
land, but he isn’t, and so through his book 
agency he furnishes it for only 40 cents.— 
The Plaindealer. : 


* John’s Way” is strong and masterly in 
the logic and argument of Freethought. 
“The Darwins " is superior in force, imagery, 
and breadth of range; but above all, ** The 
Infidel School-teacher ” is the most convinc- 
ing in its character, being in the highest 
sense sublimely simply and unostentatious, 
and he who can read it without acknowledg- 
ing its beauty, grace, and persuasivness must 
needs be a bigot of the narrowest order.— 
Dr. J. J. Stone. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America, 


BY A CAPITALIST, 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remedy, the author thinks. is in communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it will be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. 


Paper,50c; cloth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


‘WORKS OF 0. B." WHITFORD, M.D. 
Christianity a Reward for Crime. 
Authenticated by the Bible. 

Paper, 12mo; 29 pages, - - - 


10c. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 
Paper, 12mo, 47 pages, * = » 


Origin of ihe Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages; 25c. 


A Masonic Vindication of Right. 
A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 36 pages, - - - = 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


Saints and Sinners. 10 cents. 
‘The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price,$1.25, CONTENTS): 
Section I. Definition of Freethought and its 
-Early Struggles for Life. Section Il. What it 
Owes to Mohammedanism. Section III. Free- 
thought Martyrs and, Confessors. Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 


15c © 


15c. 


Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. | Sec" 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


The American Secular Union; its 
Necessity, and the Justice of its Nine Demands. 
(Dedicated to Colonel. Robert G. Ingersoll.) 
82 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22pagesin cover. Price, 10cts. | 


Christian Evidences Criticised. A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh. _ Con- 
tents: The Origin of Christianity; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Seeularism; its Principles and its 
"Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible; Freethought and 
Modern Progress; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and Bible, Antagonistic; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all of 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A donble-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other hag 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents; 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish thatthe friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


HISTORY 


OF THE 


INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA, 


Published at Hammonton, N, J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland. Editors; Jos, Burgher and 
E L. browne, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 
prise,the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generally 
to the practical solution of the problem o; Integral 
Co-operation. Price, $1 a year’ 50 cents for six 
months, 25 cents for three month LE 


oLD Catalogue of Old, Rare, and Second- 
hand Standard books sent free. 
BOOKS! JORDAN BROS., 45 North 9th, St., 


18t17 Philadelphia, Pa. 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 


By Gro. M. DAVENPORT, This is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 32 well-filled pages, costing only 
“ a quarter,” but as full of meat as an egg. Itis 
well called “practical,” for we find nothing un- 
practical init. Hens, ducks, geese, and turkeys 
are particularly discussed and their economica 
breeding and keeping treatedof. There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition to 
the poultry literature of the day. 

TRUTH SEEKER Office, 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


KERSEY GRAVES’S WORKS. 


Sixteen Saviors or None. By Kerer- 
SEY Graves, auther of the World's Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, and 
Biography of Satan. Cloth, 75cts.; paper, 50cts, 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains, 
Price, 35 cents. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thousand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amiation of their doctrins. Price, $1.75. 

The World's Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of all the doctrines, principles, precepts. 
and miracles of the Christian New Testament 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
history of sixteen oriental crucified gods. 

Address THE TRUTH SEERER. 


Mottoes for Freethinkers. 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the ‘* God-bless-our- 
home” placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 321-2. The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L, The following are the various | 
readings: 


TP Preossssoseebtesosooposcesevsceto. 


: THE LIVING HAY A RIGHT TO CONTROL : 
: THE WORLD. : 


or ems estote 


FREE THOUGHT WILL GIV US TRUTH. 


: SUPERSTITION IS THE CHILD OF SLAVERY. ; 


PL err ere er ree 


REASON IS A BETTER GUIDE THAN FEAR. 
THE SCHOOL-HOUSE IS MY CATHEDRAL. 


MENTAL LIBERTY. : 


: THE TIME TO BE HAPPY IS NOW. : 
: AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE. : 


NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE : 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. : 


: THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY; 1 
H TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. H 


The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. 

For Freethought societies there is a large card 
98 x 15 inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism, Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 80 
cents, Anyof these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH | 


From Tradition to Reason. 


BY ROBERT 0. ADAMS, 
Oloth. £1.25, For Sale at this Oftico. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


BIBLE MYTHS 


AND THEIR 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


The object of the work 18 to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning, 

“ Tt is unquestionably true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else so accesBible as they are now made 
in the work before us."—N. Y. Sun. 

1vol.8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages, 


Price, $2.50. 


DR. J. L. YORK, 


The noted Western Liberal orator, started on 
his Eastern lecture tour May ist, to speak at 
Sacramento on May 8th, at Salt Lake City, May 
15th and 22d, at Canon City, Col., May 29th, at Den- 
ver. Col., June Sthand 12th; and at Garden City, 
Dodge City, Kan.; Ottumwa; Iowa; Chicago, Ill.; 
Grand Rapids, Mich ; Columbus, Alliance, Akron, 
Ohio; Linesville, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, Pa.; 
New York, N. Y.; Boston, Mass.; Albany, Troy. 
Rochester, Batavia, Buffalo, N. Y.; Cleveland, O., 
and at other points on or near the line, should the 
friends desire it, and leave the latch-string out, 
-at liv and let-liv rates. 

Don’t miss a rare treat, and Freethinkers and 
Liberals desiring to arrange with the Doctor, 
please address without delay, in care of Chess 
Brothers, Garden City, Kan.; Thos, J. Truss, 
Denver, Colorado; William Lindsay, Ottumwa, 
Iowa; E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake street, 
Chicgao, Ill : D. A, Blodgett, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
R. H. Ralston, Columbus, Ohio; Roman Staly, 86 
Diamond street, Pittsburgh, Pa., Geo. Longford, 
1106 Leopard st., Philadelphia, Pa.; Truth Seeker 
office, New York city; Investigator office, Boston, 
Mass.; H, L. Green, 165 Delevan ay., Buffalo, N.Y.; 
N. Hexter, Cleveland; Ohio. 


Very Cheap Pamphlets. 


0 


We hav on hand a large number of the following 
of Colonel Ingersoll’s pamph ets, which will be 
disposed of at cost, as fol ows: 

Ingersoll Catechised: 


His Answers to a Number of Vital Questions Pro- 
pounded by the Editor of tbe “San Franciscan ;" 
singly, 8 cents; per dozen, 30 cents; per hundred, 
$ 


ORTHODOXY, 


A lecture, fifty-four closely printed large i9mo 
pages, 10 cents; fifteen, $1; and $6 per hundred. 


Civil Riuhts Speech, 
Including the address of Frederick D-uglas.fifty- 


three-large octavo pages, singly, 10 cents; fifteen 
for $1; aad $6 per hundred. 


_ We suggest that these be purchased in quanti- 
ties, and given away to Christians, and it is with 
that not unreasonable expectation that the prices 
hav been placed so low. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


OALIFOENIA. 
J. €. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
_OANADA. 
_.W.-B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
Ma CEN OOLORADO. 
LJ. G: Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
E IDAHO. ~ 
`A; Erwin, Murray. ; 
B EC . ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
* — INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 


KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. . 
MAINE, eum 7 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). f an 3 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MIOHIGAN. 


A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 

S. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 

Chas. Sach, 188 S. Division St., Grand Rapids. 

Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MIBSOURI. 

Phillip Roeder, 322 Oiive st., St. Louis. 

E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. © 

Lang & Co., 709 Olive st., St. Louis. 

NEBRASKA. 

106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 

NEWYORK. ° f ue 

Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 

Chas F. Gaul, 865 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 


OHIO. 
N. Hexter, 303 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 

` ' — OREGON. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 8,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
TENNESSEE. 

Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 

TEXAS. 
L. Andiuss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwiek, Norse. 

UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
. John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 

ENGLAND. . 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


Robt. G. Ingersoll’s 
OPHNING SPEECH TO THE JURY 
m in the suit of the 
Bankers’ and Merchants?’ 
graph Company 
l against the . 
Western Union Telegraph Company 


Bo many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that THE TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 
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Thos. Foreman, 


Tele- 
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op Yr 07 _G x XY) 
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oR, 
The Church of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job. Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. ` 


For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


S. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 


Iis Scientific Solution, with some Oriticisms o 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
** A prose epic of the war, rieh with incident 
&nd dramatic power ; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day."—JoAn 
Swinton's Paper. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 

` in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein iti 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, i0 cts. 

Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to ms, with extraordi. 
nary beauty."—Dm. Henny W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 
Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents, 

Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 
other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 


Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 


version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 


cents. 
For &ll of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


The Heal Blasphemers. 
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Col. Kelso’s Works. 


The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 


hammer Logic unsurpassed.”  8vo., 833pp., 
silk cloth, $3, 

Deity. Analyzed and the Devil's De- 
fense. A thorough analysis of the 
claims for the existence of the Bible deity, and 
an examination in verse of the charges gener- 
ally brought against his Satanic majesty. 
12mo, 466pp., *1.50. 

Showing 
that those who believe in the deity described 
in the Bible, and not those who deny his ex- 
istence, are guilty of “blasphemy.” Paper, 
12mo, 138pp., 50 cents. 

Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy, 
Cloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 


HOW TO STRENGTHEN 
TE MEMORY; 


OR, 
Natural and Seientifle Methods of 
Never Forgetting. 
By M. L. HOLBROOK, M.D. 


12mo,160 pp, - - - = - $1.00 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
PAS 28 Latayette Pl., New York. 
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*-UITb + ILLQSTRATIODS. + 


con teats. 


Freethought in the United States, 1886, - 
Liberty. Address by Grover Cleveland, 
The Coming Dawn. By D. Louis Bodge, 


Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the 
States and Territories of the United States, 


The Right to Testify. By F. M. Holland, - 
The American Secular Union. By Samuel P. 


— 
SO 
P 

AND SQUARE. 


Touch and Workmanship. 


e»? 
Qv 


WAREROOMS, 


^ Qor.& Y th ap SO “Third AN New York. 


| The Public Schools 


AND THE 


Catholic Church. 


—0— 
By L. K. Washburn. 
—0— 
EXTRAOT. ^: |... 

“I could pronounce no benediction upon Ro- 
manism. Ith s done mischief enough to deserve 
transportation for life. I regard Roman Chri:- 
tianity as the worst form of tyranny. It com- 
mands the arm to work and the brain to die: it 
feeds faith and starves thought; it loves oppres- 
sion and hates liberty. It has given falsehood a 
crown and truth a scaffold." 


PRICE, 5 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 


Price 10 cents. 
Address Tug TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. . 


À perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet, Though 
anonymous, itis now known to be the work of W. 
H. BURB, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been gold. Price, 15 cents, 
For sale at this office. 
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PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 r.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Beeker publications always on hand at cheap rate 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write, 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Earl 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wm. HENRY 
Burr. Price, 25 cents. 


For sale at this office. 


*SHOPPEL'S MODERN HOUSES? No. 3, 
(Published, July 1, 1888) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to suppiy all the neccessary pieces for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for putting them together. 

While the supplement affords both old and 

Dung the greatest amusement, it is more than & 
toy. Itis, in fact,a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, 80 exact that it is useful to 

ers. 
55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000). 
2 New Designs for Barns, 
1 New Design for a Chapel. 
Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 
(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 
An Article on Villa Park Associations, 
SENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRIOE, $1. 
Address 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASSQ'N. 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli. 
cal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


t The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, m cub Six copies for 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 


ration.” ^ 
Price, 35 cents, 


For either of these works, or an 
writings, Address THE TRUT 


VOLTAIRES ROMANCES 


OONTENTS : 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.— Zadig 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princes, 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowus, The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas,— 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the White 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure,—An Adventure in India, 


of Paine's 
SEEKER. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid paper. With 6? 
engravings. Price, cloth, beveled boards, $2.00. 
Half calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE DAWNING, 


A NOVEL. 


* Oh, heaven! Apollo is once more among the 
herdsmen of Admetus, and the herdsmen know 
not it is the Sun-god !” : 


An octavo volume of nearly 400 pages, bound in 
cloth. Price, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Co., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Secret of the East, 
OR, 
The Origin of the Christian Religion 
? and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


— 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Price, $1.00. For sale at this office. 
CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


C. B, REYNOLDS. 


85 Cents Each. 
Address TFE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
: CIVILIZATEON. 
From the German of MAX NORDAU, 
BEVENTH EDITION. 
Price, 50 cents. , 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
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Hews of the Week, 


Tur Academy of Music was crowded, as 
usual, last Sunday evening by the George- 
McGlynn Anti-Poverty Society. 

Tux Coney Island excursion season opened 
last Sunday. The weather was rather too 
cool for thorough enjoyment. 

Sunpay in this city is 
not so dry as it was. 


pelea 


Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, 
Linton, . Reville, 
On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
à CONTENTS: 
I. D f Creation and of ip. s 
WE Gladstone. là Worehip By Hon 
II. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 
preters of Nature. By Prof, T, H. Huxley. 
III. Postsoript to Solar Myths, By Prof. Max 
uller. 


- Two bloodthirsty Paris 
journalists, M. Clemen- 
ceau and Mr. Foucher, 
hav fought a duel with 
pistols. Neither was hit, 
and both were satisfied. 


Last Sunday a man 
drowned himself in the 
reservoir at Centra] Park 
from which many people 
get their drinking water. 
The body was recovered. 

Mr. LAOOMBE, corpo- 
ration counsel, holds that 
any guest at a hotel may 
use wine, liquors, or - 
beer on Sunday at table, 
provided he did not pur- 
chase them on Sunday. 

Pore Leo has written 
an autograph letter to 
Queen Victoria, congrat- 
ulating her on her jubilee 
and thanking her for the 
government protection 
she has extended to the 
Catholic hierarchy in 
India. 

Here Mosrthe Anarch- 
ist and his friends had a 
picnic at Oak Cliff Park, 
at Union, N. J., last Sun- 


ae 


NUNT 


EROF CREATION. 


day. Itis reported that 
there was a collision be. 
tween the Anarchists and 
others, in which a consta- 
ble was shot in the hand. 


IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. 
By Hon, W. E. Gladstone. 
Y. Dawn of Creation. An Answer to Mr. Glad- 
stone. By Albert Reville, D.D.  - 
yI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis, By Prof. T. H. 


uxley. j 
VII. A Protest anda Piea, By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
: on 


This is a new bóok and containsthelatestdiscus- 
sion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of the 
participants are a guarantee of its able character, 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00, 
98 Lafayette Pl.New York 


ABRAHAM CATCHETH A RAM. 


A zie parade to encourage Dr. McGlynn in 
his rebellion against the pope is expected to 
take place in this city Saturday night, the 
18th. 


GovzENoR Tonnzs, of the state of Sonora, 
has issued.a proclamation offering a reward 
of $500 for the head of every hostil Apache 
Indian. 


GzRMANY'S crown prince is said to hav 
cancer of the throat. Emperor William is 

better. The czar of Russia has not been shot 
` at for a few days past. l 


TuE constitutional prohibition amendment 
was defeated in the Massachusetts House of 
Representativs on the 7th, lacking three votes 
of a two-thirds majority. 


Master Workman PowDpERLY addressed a 
large audience at Lynn, Mass., last Sunday. 
Among other things he said that if manufact- 
urers lock out the Knights of Labor Anarchy 
will come in. i 


HAVEMEYER’s great sugar factories in 
Brooklyn were burnt last week. Over a mill- 
ion dollars’ worth of property was destroyed, 
and it is feared that a number of workmen: 
lost their lives. 


- A TRAMP went into St. Peter's church, this 
city, the other day, and knelt down to pray. 
His devotions were marked with great ear- 
nestness, but he shortly rolled under the pew 
and went to sleep. He now worships in jail. 


Tue Rev. C. C. Frost, formerly pastor of 
the Baptist church of Butte, Mon., and also 
treasurer of the Hope Mining Company, is 
. accused of being a defaulter to the amount of 
. Several thousand dollars. He is also charged 
with obtaining $2,000 from & bank by false 
representations. 


LawRENOE Donovan, a New York youth 
who once jumped from the Brooklyn Bridge, 
attempted a similar feat from the Westminster 
bridge at London the other day, and was 
arrested. He pleaded in defense for his act 
that he wished to help commemorate the 
queen’s jubilee. K 


Tux Rev. Peter Eirich, of Hoboken, N. J., 
has sued for divorce from his wife on the 
ground of abandonment. Mrs. Eirich says 
She left her husband because she was so 
much his.inferior mentally, and could not 
assist him in his literary work as he. wished 
her to do, which led to unpleasantness. She 
will not object to her husband's going ahead 
with the divorce proceedings. 


Odds and Ends. 


THERE is one road that apparently doesn’t lead 
to Rome. Itis the one that Dr. McGlynh is trav- 
eling on. 


Iris hard to believe that a man is telling the 
truth when you know you would lie were you in 
his place. 


* I LovE everything that’s old,” sang Goldsmith. 
How Oliver would hav gloated over the jokes in 
Harper’s Drawer! 


Tracuen : “If you were president of a county 
fair and wanted a gate tender, what would you 
do?" Pupil: “Boil it.” 


ORPHEUS was a musician whose music had power 
to draw rocks, etc., to him, The modern street 
musician has the same power. i 


Ir is rather hard on the pious man who attends 
church to find it against the law to thirst after 
his righteousness on Sunday. 


A Cuicago man has paid one thousand dollars 
for & copy of the Bible. A swindling Omaha 
agent told him it was just out, 

A SOCIETY journal informs us that * when a 
gentleman and lady are walking up the street 
the lady should walk inside the gentleman.” 


A woMAN'S will is strong, 
Believe it though you don’t; 

But you'll find out ere long, 
It’s weaker than her won't. 


** We will sing the three hundred and twenty. 
ninth hymn,” said the minister at the close ofa 
pathetic funeral sermon. “It was a favorit with 
the remains.” 


A LADY took her little boy to church for the first 
time. Upon hearing the organ he was on his feet 
instanter. ‘Sit down!" said the mother. ‘TI 
won't !? he shouted; “I want to see the monkey.” 


WIFE (who believes in consistency): ‘If the old 
Blue laws forbid kissing one’s wife and the selling 
of intoxicating liquors on Sunday, why isn’t the 
former enforced as well as the latter?” Husband: 
** Because it isn’t necessary.” 


AN absent-minded Pittsburgh preacher re- 
marked in a eulogy from his pulpit that “ death 
loves a mining shark.” Thereupon four stock 
brokers and a man with a brother in Colorado got 
up and left the sacred building. 


He (after morning service): “What did you 
think of the sermon this morning, Miss Breezy?” 
Miss Breezy (of Chicago): *It seemed to me to 
lack originality. Why,some of the ideas advanced 
are old enough to hav whiskers !” 


As an item of interest it might be stated that a 
pile of strength that would reach half way to the 
moon is wasted in this country every year by peo- 
ple holding up hymn-books in church who éon’t 
know a B fiat note from the howl of a brindle cat, 


“Waer did you die?” asked St. Peter, who was 
putting some necessary questions to an applicant. 
* A week ago.” “A week ago! and it has taken 
you all this time to get here?" “Yes, sir. I died 
jin Chicago.” ''Oh,in Chicago; that explains it, 
Chicago is a long way from here,” 


And Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt-offering in the stead of his son.—Gen. xxii, 18. 


THE Watertown Times says that the spectacle of 
a horse grazing in a front yard, while a goose 
kept him from straying by holding the halter, did 
not attract as much attention as it would if the 
goose had not been an “exiled tailor’s goose,” 
weighing about twenty pounds, 


MINISTER (to little boy): “What hav you got 
there, little boy—your Sunday-school paper?” 
Little boy: “No, thir; ’count of the baseball 
game yesterday.” Minister: “Don’t you know 
that’s no paper for you to read on Sunday?" Lit- 
tle boy: * Yeth, thir.” Minister: ‘ Well, giv me 
the paper.” 


A POLICEMAN recovered on a steamboat a pocket- 
book which had been etoien from the good Bishop 
Griswold. ‘I did not want any reward,” said the 
policeman, ** and I would not hav taken anything, 
but I did think the bishop might hav said, ‘Oh, 
damn it, Smith, take ten dollars. If he had just 
said that I would hav been satisfied.” 


Sue was tall, dignified, spectacled, and from 
Boston. Her mind was jammed with metaphysical 
philosophy, and she couldn't help but show it. 
** Mr. Chumpley,” said she to that modest youth 
ata little social affair on Prospect street, hav 
you read Gall?” He edged away from her in ter- 
ror. *I—I don’t know, ma’am,” he feebly mur- 
mured; *I—I never saw it. Are they ususlly red?” 


I mer a freckled village boy, 
Who loitered by the way; 

His hat was off, his brickdust curls 
With balmy winds did play. 


** Oh, whither bound, bareheaded boy, 
Beneath this blazing sky?” 

**T'm going home—but hav to wait 
Until my hair is dry." 


AN eccentric justice of the peace, before whom 
a citizen had prosecuted his daughter's lover for 
ejecting him from his own parlor on the Sunday 
evening previous, solemnly decided as follows: “ It 
appears that this young feller was courtin’ the 
plaintiff’ gal in plaintiff's parlor, and that plaintiff 
intruded and was put out by defendant, Courtin’ 
is a public necessity, and must not be interrupted. 
Therefore, the law will hold that a parent has no 
legal right in a room where courtin’ is afoot, and 
so the defendant is discharged, and plaintiff must 
pay costs.” 

THE CLER-GY-MAN. 

Oh, children, get onto this poor, Tired-looking 
gen-tle-man who is ap-proach-ing! Do you Not 
feel sorry for him? Ido. I feel so very sorry that 
I Would just like to Take his place for the Next 
three months. If I were per-mit-ted to Do so, 
what would Happen tome? Why,I should go to 
Europe at the expense of an ad-mir-ing con-gre- 
ga-tion, and Stay until Oc-to-ber, and hav Dead 
Loads of fun. I should Also be in receipt of about 
Seven hundred dollars per month sal-a-ry. For 
the Weary-looking gen-tle-man is a pop-u-lar 
cler-gy-man. Why does he look So tired, and why 
must he Go to Europe? Because, dear children, 
his Health is un-der-min-ed. He always is That 
Way at this season of the Year. 


Price, 25 cents. 


Gems of Thought! 


Every one's duty is first to provide for himself 
and his own household, but this being performed 
faithfully, a love for humanity is the next highest 
and holiest sentiment he can feel. Humanity is 
our highest object of reverence.—D, M. Bennett, 


TAKEN as a rule, no Christian believers die so 
peacefully, so confident of salvation, as Catholics ; 
and if enabling us so to die is a fair test of the 

truth of a religion, their re- 
ligion is truest and best. ' 

But this is not the true 
test. The right criterion 
is, '* How does religion help 

aman to liv?” If our faith 

really is what our critics ' 

hav usually conceded, a 

good religion to liv by, then 
it is good enough for us and 
for the world, . . . Ifwe 
wish to show that we are 

any better than others, let 
us do it by deeds, and not 
by words.—Rev. W, L. Chafe 
Jis Objections to Unitarian- 
ism, 
i Our business is nottoask 
l. whether we are prosperous 
-but whether we are right. 
(it isnot popularity we are. 
‘seeking, but truth, No | 
Movement which has hfted 
the world, reformed society, 
helped in the progiess of 
man, has ever been very 
popular. For a long time 
its supporters hav strug- 
glfd with opporition; they 
av been a feeble people; 

Whey hav been taunted with 

their smali numbers aud 

their little infiuence, But 
if they had tho truth on 
their side, they cared not, 

and went forward sure of 

ultimate triumph. The 

honest man, the man who 
oves the truth, does not 

wait till popularity and.suc- 

cess arrive. He is willing 
to share in the day of small 
things, knowing, as Emer- 
son says, that when the 
Single man plants himself 
‘on his instincts, the great 
world at last comes round 
to him.’ 
* For to side with truth is 

noble, when we share her 


meager crust, . 
Ere her cause brings fame and profit, and 'tis 
prosperous to be just ; A 
Then itis the brave man chooses, while the cow- 
ard stands aside . . 
Doubting, in his abject spirit, *till his Lord is cru- 
cified." —James Freeman Clarke. 


Ir is not because of his toils that I lament the 
poor man ; we must all toil, or steal (howsoever 
we name our stealing), which is worse; no faith- 
ful workman finds his task a pastime.’ The poor 
is hungry and a-thirst; but for him also there is 
food and drink; heis heavy-laden and weary, but 
for him also the heavens send sleep, and of the 
deepest; in his smoky criba clear dewy heaven 
of rest envelops him, and fitful glitterings of 
cloud-skirted dreams. But what I do mourn over 
is, that the lamp of his soul should go out; that 
no ray of heavenly, or even of earthly, knowledge 
should visit him; but only in haggard darkness, 
like two specters, Fear and Indignation, bear him , 
company. Alas! whether the body stands so 
broad and brawny, must the soul lie blinded, 
dwarfed, stupefied, almost annihilat d? Alas! 
was this, too, a breath of God, bestowed in heaven, 
but on earth never to be unfolded? That there 
should one man die ignorant, who had capacity 
for knowledge, this I call a tragedy, were it to 
happen more than twenty times in the minute, as. 
by some computations it does. The miserable 
fraction of science which our united mankind, in 
a wide universe of nescience, has acquired, why is 
not this, with all diligence, imparted to all?7— 
Carlyle’s Sartor Resartus.. Á 

Warre is your God of power, O Christian, that 
he permits himself to be thwarted and set at 
naught by the devil? Where is your God of love 
that he allows his dear children to be enticed into 
sin by the devil? Some Christians dislike the 
devil so much that they try to refine him away, 
and make him into an allegory. But this cannot 
be allowed, unless they are willing to make God 
into an allegory too. The two beings must stand 
or fall together. If there is no need for a devil to 
account for the evil in the universe, then there is 
no need for a God to account for the good in it. 
If you do not personify the destructiv principle 
in nature, neither must you personify the preser- 
vativ. There is no evidence for the existence of 
a God that does not also prove the existence of a 
devil. You must hav both or neither. The gosg- 
pel of Christianity asserts the existence of both; 
the gospel of Freethought denies the existence of 
both, And I affirm that the disproof of the devil 
is good news to the world.—Mrs. Besant’s. Chris- 
ttanity and Freethought. 


Hap Newton or Descartes lived three or four 
hundred years ago, and pursued their studies as 
they did, it is most probable that they would not 
hav lived to finish them, and had Franklin drawn 
lightning from the clouds at the same time, it 
would hav been at the hazard of expiring for it in 
the flame.—Paines Age of Reason. 


YET are there some to whom a strength is given ; 
A will, a self-constraining energy, 

A faith which feeds upon no earthly hope, 

Which never thinks of victory, but content 

In its own consummation, combating 

Because it ought to combat, . . 


Rejoicing fights, and still rejoicing falls. 


—RR. W, Milnes, 
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A NEW COAT OF ARMS SUGGESTED FOR VIRGINIA. 


lotes and Glippings. 


Prorgssor Pnooron, the eminent English 
scientist, is unable to find the Star of Bethle- 
hem reported by the Kentucky astronomer. 


**'Tuz tragic death of the late Lord Jesus 
Christ" is the’ way the Marlboro, Mass., 
Times alludes to an incident in Roman and 
Jewish history. 

AT the recent sale of Lord Crawford’s 
library in London, a Mazarine, otherwise a 
Gutenberg Bible, the earliest book printed 
with movable metal types, in the original oak 
boards, was sold for $13,250. 


Tur New York World recently employed 

: some chemical experts to analyze the foods, 

medicins, and liquors sold in New York. 

Very little adulteration was found, and the 

worst thing discovered in the liquors was 
alcohol. 


Tue scheme for building a Protestant Epis- 
Copal cathedral is not exciting the financial 
interest which was expected. The $400,000 
Subscribed two weeks ago has not been 
largely added to. "The cost of the cathedral 
is now placed at $6,000,000. 


Kine Gzonaz, of the Tonga Islands, makes 

a typical Christian. He isa convert to Meth- 
odism, and & while ago he undertook to make 
all his subjects worship God according to the 
dictates of his majesty’s conscience. His 
subjects rebelled, and tried to kill the king’s 
prime minisier, on the ground that the king 
and his advisers were several centuries be- 
hind the times. Sir Charles Mitchell and & 
gunboat were sent to Nukualofa to try to 
make a nineteenth century potentate of King 


George. 
the Sun, that monarch has advanced so far 
that he has agreed to let his subjects think as 
they please on religious matters, and so peace 
reigns once more in the Tonga Islands. 


A youne Baltimore girl named Emma Vin- 
ton dropped dead the other evening as she 
was about to join her partner in a quadrille. 
The moral of this visitation is dulled by the 
following contemporary occurrence: ‘‘ At the 
services in the Presbyterian church in Nyack 
on Sunday night Dr. Clare W. Beams, aged 
sixty years, the organist, was taken sud- 
denly ill with heart disease, and expired soon 
afterward.” 

Mrs. Harr Urn, wife of a prominent 
cattle-ranch owner of Topeka, died suddenly 
at Kansas City recently. The coroner, upon 
investigation, learned that Mrs. Updyke had 
suffered from dropsy and that gangrene had 
set in. She had placed. herself under the 
treatment of Mrs. Emma Behan, a ‘‘ Chris- 
tian scientist." Mrs. Behan’s treatment con- 
sists in trying to convince patients that they 
are not diseased, but suffering from imagina- 
tion. The Christian coroner certified that 
death was due to mortification of the foot! 


Tue parallactic mofion of the stars has 
been demonstrated by the Rev. Dr. Pritch- 
ard, of Oxford, by means of a process for 
making stars photograph their position, and 
which has been perfected by himself. Star 
61 Cigni has been found to vary its relativ an- 
gular distance from the four others around it 
in a course of six months to the amount of 
four-tenths of a second of an arc, and hence 
the distance of this star in the Cygnus from 
the earth is calculated at fifty billions of 
miles; yet it is apparently the nearest to us 


In the process of evolution, says. 


of all bodies ‘in space outside our own plan- 
etary system. : 

Tus London Times correspondent at Rome 
says that the pope has no sympathy with Mr. 
Parnell's Irish campaign, but that no official 
opinion to show how the church regards the 
movement has yet been given, because the en- 
ergetic pressure brought to bear by a ma- 
jority of the Irish bishops holds the normally 
conservativ tendencies of the Vatican in 
check. E 


Tux Philadelphia Times says that resident 
of Exeter township, Berks county, has been 
officially declared insane because he wanted 
to build a monument to Eve. It seems that 
Christian communities are willing to risk the 
eternal salvation of their souls upon a story 
the truth of which they won’t risk a penny 
upon, but which they declare a man insane 
for believing. 


Tur Christian Socialist, published in Lon- 
don, is not & very loyal sheet. The June 
number has this: ** This is the jubilee month! 
We are glad of it, for it means that the 
wretched exhibition of flunkeyism and snob- 
bery which the British people hav been mak- 
ing of late will end, for the present—in its 
most offensiv aspect at any rate. We hav no 
desire to say anything on the subject. Car- 
lyle found the Corn laws too mad for a chap- 
ter. We find this royal jubilee too mad for 
an article. Just look at the stupidity of the 
affair! A very common-place lady, who 
would hav been in no way distinguished in 
ordinary life, except, perhaps, for the pos- 
session of a shrewd business head, has been 
permitted to occupy the throne of this land 
for fifty years. During that time she has 
been well rewarded for the not over-hard 


work she has had to perform; and during 
that time she has very graciously bestowed in 
‘charity’ acertain portion of the money given 
to her by the people for this purpose. And 
simply because this has gone on for fifty years 
we are all supposed to be delirious with joy, 
and for it we are all expected to return 
thanks, in person or by proxy, in Westminster 
Abbey on a day appointed. Really, it is too 
absurd.” . 


Tur Washington Post says these are Colo- 
nel Ingersoll’s sentiments on immigration : 


All foreigners are not good. The same re- 


mark may be made about nativs. Some for- 
eigners are good, and probably the same 
remark may be safely made about the Amer- 
icans themselvs. On the whole, the effect of 
immigration is good. This country is capable 
of taking care of six hundred million people. 
A great majority of the foreigners who come, 
come with the intention of building a home, 
of purchasing land; come for the purpose of 
getting an opportunity to work; come for 
better wages, to better their condition, and a 
very large majority are willing to work to 
the extent of their strength. I hav not the 
slightest sympathy with the people who are 
endeavoring to prevent the landing of immi- 
grants on our shores. This country certainly 
would not bav been much without immigra- 
tion. For my part, I do not see why the em- 
igrants of 1887 hav not just the same right to 
land on these shores that the emigrants of 
1620 had, and some that are coming now are 
a good deal better than some of those who 
came then; they are altogether more civil- 
ized, hav better ideas as to the rights of oth- 
ers, and hav in a far greater degree the habit 
of attending to their own business.” 


402 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JUNE 25, 1887. 


| Gommunications. 


Tales Told Qut of School. 
- THE REV. DR. JONES ON SPIRITUALISM. 

During my stay in Boston, which is the -head- 
quarters of Spiritualism, and being sent out on a 
voyage of exploration, I availed myself of the oppor- 
tunity to study that great movement of the human 
mind in this age which outstrips primitiv Christian- 
ity in the rapidity with which it has made converts. 
The office of the Banner of Light, which is the old- 
est and most prominent of all the papers devoted to 
the exposition and advocacy of this cause, is located 
in this city. I called there on a certain occasion, 
hoping to meet Mr. Colby, the editor, and to hav 
some conversation with him on the general subject, 
but he was not in. However, I found in his place a 
a very intelligent blond lady of about forty-five, who 
could, and did, giv me as much information on the 
topics of inquiry as the editor could hav done. 

. The Spiritualists, I find, are all Infidels, but the 
Infidels are not all Spiritualists. Like the former, 
the latter hav a literature; and it is amazing to see 
the number and character of the books they hav on 
sale. The inclosure marked (B) contains the printed 
catalog. The lady clerk of the establishment, as I 
took her to be, evidently suspected me for being a 
clergyman, and as she was well posted, and willing 
withal to impart information, I made the most of my 
time in asking questions and listening to her answers. 
As to the numbers of the Spiritualists, she said that 
the Catholics, in their official representations, had 
set down their numbers at ten millions. But as they 
had no organization, and no way of counting noses 
accurately, as the churches had, it was impossible to 
know their exact strength. In estimating the Spirit- 
ualists as a force hostil to the church, however, 
knocking off one-half their number, as given by the 
Catholics, they compose a host which must be largely 
taken into account in the campaign which opens 
before us. Thousands of the membership of both 
the-Catholic and Protestant churches are illiterate, 
and hav no opinions which they could either state, 
defend, or respect. If asked why they go to their 
respectiv churches, they can giv no answer, except 
that they hav been in the habit of doing so ever since 
they were born, and that they inherited their creed, 
as they did their property, from their fathers. But 

. every Spiritualist is, and must be, an intelligent and 
experienced person, able to giv the reason why he 
believes as he does, and why he makes battle against 
the church. The Spiritualists do not proselyte, and 
their opposition to the church is not for the purpose 
of stealing her members and strengthening their own 
ranks, as is too much the case in all the churches, 
but they feel that the church stands in the way of 
the world’s progress and ought to be removed. 
Neither do they persecute; for when their cardinal 
ideas are ridiculed, as they unmercifully are, they 
smilingly say that if those who ridicule had had 
their experience, they would believe as they do. At 
iheir lectures during the winter, and their camp- 
meetings during the summer, the speakers expound 
what they call the philosophy of Spiritualism,. and 
the mediums who are in attendance giv tests, by 
which is meant the evidence of the senses that 
Spiritualism is true. On this point they hav no 
faith; it is knowledge. A friend of mine attended 
one of these camp-meetings, consisting of about two 
thousand persons, and three policemen were present 
to suppress all disorder. As there was no disorder 
io be suppressed, these uniformed officials attended 
all the meetings and seemed: interested ; while at a 
Methodist camp-meeting of about the same size, and 
in the same state, it required between twenty and 
thirty policemen to keep down the rowdyism that 
was present. This seems to show that the Spiritual- 
ists are well-behaved. ] 

After spending some time in looking over the 
books for sale, I stepped up to the counter, and ven- 
tured to remark to the blonde lady clerk what a sor- 
rowful thing it was that, accepting as they did what 
we all considered one of the fundamental doctrins of 
Christianity, the immortality of the soul, the Spirit- 
ualists did not fall in with the church and impart 
their zeal, intelligence, and character to the advance- 
ment of Christ's kingdom in the world. I remarked 
that the church had the machinery of her organiza- 
tion complete and well oiled at every point of friction, 
and if the Spiritualists would join her they could find 
a home well furnished with every comfort, and the 
ehurch would gain a valuable accession of numbers 
* Why, sir," said. the lady clerk, “such an idea could 
never be realized; it is impossible. Christianity is a 
religion, and the church is its embodiment, and that 
which you call religion, if we can trust the records of 
history as written by the church herself, has been in 
all ages the direst curse that has ever afflicted the 
human race. You may think it harsh in me to say 
s0, but you know, as a historian, that the church can 
be tracked down through all the centuries of her 
existence by the innocent blood she has shed. 
Hither Lecky, or Buckle, I forget which, has de- 
clared in his history, what has never been denied, 


that no organization of men on the face of the whole 
earth has shed so much blood as that which calls 


itself the church of God, of which Jesus Christ is the | 


head—all to promote the interests of religion. 
Religion constructs a God and a creed out of its own 
fancy, and then requires all to believe it, and join its 
communion, on pain of death, if it hav the power to 
execute its will. Every religion in the world, as you 
must know, has persecuted—pagan, Jewish, Moham- 
medan, and Christian in its divisions and subdivisions 
of Catholic and Protestant. A real Christian is 
naturally and essentially a persecutor; for if a man 
sincerely accepts a creed, and honestly feels that his 
neighbor must believe it as he does, or go down after 
death to eternal hell-fire, the very benevolence of his 
nature will lead him to persecute, by imprisonment 
and death, all who reject it; for what is the pain of 
two or three hours’ burning at the stake, when com- 
pared to an eternity of such suffering as every unbe- 
liever must endure? It was the benevolence of 
Calvin’s nature which influenced the authorities of 
Geneva to burn Servetus with slow instead of quick 
fire, hoping that at the last gasp he would repent, 
and recant his error; and that his terrible fate would 
warn other people away from heresy. I say Calvin, 
and all the rest of his kind, felt that every man must 
believe their creed, or dwell in eternal flames after 
death. He never examined the question of persecu- 
tion in the light of reason, or he would not hav been 
the bloody-minded man he was. He accepted the 
popular doctrin, taught and illustrated in all church 
history, and got from the Bible itself, that a person 
was as responsible for his belief as he was for his 
actions; whereas, we know that, in view of the evi- 
dence before his mind, a man has no more control 
over his belief than he has over the stature of his 
body. He was blinded, and converted into a mon- 
ster of cruelty, by that hateful thing called religion, 
the original offspring of ignorance and fear, which, 
during the countless ages of the infancy of the human 
race, had become an inherited instinct, and continues 
so to be, except among those who, like the Buddhists 
of China and Hindostan, reject all religion entirely. 
Buddhism has a following which outnumbers Chris- 
tianity. You may criticise -the notions of its adher- 


ents, and joke about their deity; but if they do not’ 


smile, neither do they resent it; because their opin- 
ions are not religious convictions, but mere specula- 
tions. But let anyone in England or America joke 
about the persons in the godhead, as defined in the 
Christian creed, or the immaculate conception of 
Jesus Christ, and he is charged with the crime of 
blasphemy, and perhaps sent to prison.”  . 

- “What,” said I, * do-you not claim Spiritualism to 
be a religion?” “No, sir," said she. “Spiritualism 
is not a religion; and that is the reason why it 
neither proselytes nor persecutes. It is a system of 
natural and moral philosophy. Not one of its phe- 
nomena is miraculous, or supernatural, but all are as 
natural as the rain-fall in summer and the snow-fall 
in winter. We hold that it is as natural to liv after 
death as it was to liv before birth; and as progress, 
unfoldment, is the law of the universe, we expect 
that the personal identity of the man which began 
with his ante-natal life will not be affected by the 
event of death, any more than it was by birth. 
Matter is eternal in its origin and duration; and the 
survival of a person’s individuality when he is called 
a spirit, is only one of its infinit possibilities. The 
theory is perfect, and beautiful, and rational. All we 
need is its verification; and this you may hav by the 
phenomena which occur at our seances, and which 
cannot be explained in any other way than that a 
man when he dies carries his personality with him. 
An Atheist may be a Spiritualist, for theological 
notions hav nothing to do with this subject; and if 
refusing to believe in the Jehovah of the Jewish and 
Christian scriptures makes one an Atheist, then all 
Spiritualists are Atheists; or, what is a more proper 
and modest term to use, Agnostics.” “Then you 
think,” interrupted I, “that the substance of the soul 
is material?” “Most assuredly I do,” was her reply. 
“Whatever in the universe is not matter, in some of 
its infinit forms, is nothing at all. The chemist 
shows you that matter in its crudest form—a mass of 
iron, or gold, for instance—can be reduced’ by heat 


to a liquid, then to a gas, and then to a condition of | 


invisibie ether ; and by the application of cold can be 
brought back again, step by step, to its former con- 
dition. So with the soul, that part of a man’s body 
which performs the function of thought. If, in a 
calm state of mind, you put your finger on your 
pulse, you will feel the beats to be regular, until you 
think of some absent friend, or affecting incident; 
then you will notice that the beats are more frequent, 
and your face is flushed. This proves that thought, 
the act of the soul, or intellect, influences. the body 
as any other material substance would. The soul 
is not an entity, living in the body and distinct from 
it, as a tenant is who livs in a house by virtue of a 
lease which he holds from his landlord, and can be 
turned out of possession at the expiration of its time. 
If you had eyes adapted to the sight, you could see, 
when a friend dies, the beautiful process of his 
personal identity eliminated from his brain, which 
was the organ of thought, and assuming ‘the shape 


and substance by which he can be recognized here- 
after, as-he was recognized during his life here. 
“You spoke awhile ago of the church believing in 
the doctrin.of the immortality of soul. Well, if 
Christians believe it they cannot find it in the Old 
Testament at all and in a very indefinit form in the 
New Testament. The heaven, or future state, which 
‘Jesus promised his followers was to reign with him. 
on the earth, after he should return in the clouds of 
heaven to set up his visible kingdom in Judea. The 
time for this return was expressly designated to be 
in the lifetime of that generation. Paul believed so 
firmly in this second coming that he did not expect 
to die at all, but .to meet the Lord in the air, when 
the trumpet should sound announcing his approach ; 
assist him in the grand assize of the judgment, and. 
in the final setting up of his throne at Jerusalem; 
the pious dead being resurrected from their graves 
to meet the pious living, and all together, to reign 
with him in the new heavens and the new earth that 


would follow the conflagration of the world. This - 


was the idea of heaven and the future life taught by 
Jesus and Paul, and believed in by the primitiv 
church. The New Testament is permeated with it 
from beginning to end. It was only when the lapse 
of time proved that Jesus, Paul, and all the rest of 
the apostles and disciples were entirely mistaken, 
that the church made the best of her disappointment,. 
and fell back on the oriental imagery of the * Revela- 
tion of John, and believed that the New Jerusalem, 
which was an equivalent term for heaven and the 
future state, was a big city that was to be let down 
from the skies; of unnumbered houses; surrounded 
with walls of jasper; having. streets of gold, on. 
which, as I once heard a preacher say amid the rapt- 
urous and devout hallelujahs of his electrified flock, 
the saints would walk in silver slippers. If a Chris- 
tian becomes ashamed of, and givs up, such childish, 
yet scriptural, notions, and asks himself if he has 
&ny clear and connected ideas of the future state, he 
would be compelled to confess that he had not, but 
that all was dark and confused. 

* But the Spiritualist, being a student in the school 
of Newton, has clear conceptions. Death is to him 
only the ringing of the bell which announces the lift- 
ing of the curtain to another act, with its scenes, in 
the great drama of individual existence, just as birth 
into the world was the first act. The law of evolu- 
tion which brought him into the world, and escorted 
him across the stage as an actor on the theater of 
life, accompanies bim from the place of exit to the 
green room, where he changes his dress, and pre- 
pares for the next act. These are natural and rea- 
sonable expectations, when ‘we see the capabilities 
of the human soul,as hinted at ina Newton ora 
Shakspere. Harps of gold, singing psalms of praise 
to God, as if he were a vain man who could be tickled 
with flattery; or, as Mr. Spurgeon, the great Baptist 
minister of London, expects to put in his time, con- 
templating for a thousand years each the different 
wounds in the body of Christ, made by the nails and 
spear of the executioners—all these seem peuril and 
contemptible to us Spiritualists. 

* As it is the environments of a man which, in this 
world, advance or retard the development of his 
character, and make him what he is, so our environ- 
ments in the next stage of existence, vastly improved 
as they will be by the due process of evolution, will 
repair the damage sustained here, and help us to go 
on in the ascending scale of progress"  . 

Here I asked what the Spiritualists’ idea of hell 
was, or whether in their system there was any hell at 
all, or how they would control men in this world 
without the certainty of punishment for their mis- 
deeds hereafter? To this she replied: “We agree 
with our Infidel brethren, that a transgressor of 
moral law suffers the penalty as soon as he commits 
the offense, in remorse of conscience. But at death 
the divergence of our views begins, because they 
consider death the extinction of existence, whereas 
we, believing that the play of life covers more than 
the two acts of birth and death, hav no doubt that 
naturally, not judicially, a man does suffer on the 
threshold of the future state, both for his misfor- 
tunes and his criminal doings here consciously com- 
mitted. If he hav deliberately wronged anyone, as 
Booth wronged Lincoln, for instance, he will suffer 
the hell of remorse until he makes the only atone- 
ment possible, by asking forgivness. Then the 
wronged man, impressed by the noble act of owning 
his fault, performs the equally noble act of forgiv- 
ness, and the two, understanding that all the events 
of time are mysteriously concatenated by the relation 
of cause and effect, become reconciled, and hence- 
forth aid each other in their careers of progress. 

“The doctrin on the subject of future punishment, 
as held by the evangelical churches, is that ‘ while 
some sins in themselvs, and by reason of several 
aggravations, are more heinous in the sight of God 
than others, every sin deserveth God’s wrath and 
curse, both in this life and that which is to come.’ 
That is to say, that, unlike human ideas of justice 
which graduate the amount of suffering to the 
heinousness of the sin committed, every person who 
goes to hell at all for any offense, small-or great, re- 
mains there eternally in point of time, and suffers. to 
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‘the full measure of his capacity for suffering. The 
cruelty and absurdity of this scheme are seen in the 
contrast between it, on the one hand, and the law and 
penalty of natural morality on the other. The great 
poet of nature, in his inimitable manner, incidentally, 
or in the way of obiter dictum, teaches in one of the 
plays which I was reading a few days ago, that if A 
wrongs B,in either soul, body, or estate, it is his 

- duty and interest, if he wishes to be delivered from 
the hell of a guilty conscience, to acknowledge the 

` offense, and repair, if possible, the injury he has 

inflicted. Until he does so, B, while he ought not to 
revenge himself or cherish secret hate, is under no 
obligation to forgiv the injurer, and should hav no 
intercourse with him. But if A repents of his mis- 
conduct, and offers to do, and does, all in his power 
to repair the damage, then B, if he wish to preserve 
his self-respect and peace of conscience, will cordially 
forgiv the injury. Hence the poet makes Proteus, 
the offender, say: 

My shame and desperate guilt at once confound me. 

Forgiv me, Valentine. If hearty Sorrow ` 

Be a sufficient ransom for offense, 


Itender it here: I do as truly suffer, 
As e'er I did commit. 


Val.: Then I am paid ; 
And once again I do receive thee honest. 
Who by repentance is not satisfied. 
Is not of heaven or earth ; for these are pleased : 
By penitence the Eternal's wrath’s appeased. 

* God, as was the common notion in the times when 
he wrote, must, be pacified in- his wrath; but the 
poet is careful to avoid impressing his reader with 
the idea that this was to be done by the suffering of 
an innocent person. The offender himself is the one 
to make the atonement, and the method is the ra- 
tional one of repentance and, as far as possible, resti- 
tution,” 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
ee 


What Makes the Rate of Wages? 


I see that my friend, Mr. Denslow, is wrestling 
with this knotty problem. I recognize his ability to 
deal with this as with other complex questions. But, 
after reading his first chapter in Tux TRUTH SEEKER 
.of June 4th, I must say that he is either à good way 
.off on this subject or Iam. He says: “The rate of 
wages is arrived at bya division, generally nearly 
equal, between the aggregate capital employed and 
the aggregate labor employed in an enterprise or 
. process, of the difference between the cost of the raw 
material and the cost of the finished product of that 
enterprise or process." By following Mr. Denslow 
further on in his.chapter, I get some idea of what he 
means in the sentence quoted, and yet it seems to 
me that he fails utterly to correctly answer his own 
question. 

We might inquire, in the first place, What is 
wages? I answer, It is the pay or the product that 
we receive for our labor. When the question is 
asked, “ What makes the rate of wages?” there are 
involved many factors which must all be considered 
in arriving at a correct answer. And we must take 
care that we don’t take effects for causes, and causes 
for effects. In the present juncture of public affairs 
there is probably no greater question in our national 
politics than the correct solution of this very ques- 
tion, Thousands are giving it their earnest study. 
Edward Atkinson has had a tussle with it, and I think 
the question mastered him. Atkinson is a ready and 
a pleasant writer, but his mode of reaching conclu- 
sions is very peculiar. It is said of him that he would 
oppose the reduction of street-car fare from six to 
five cents as a positiv injury to the workingman, for 
before the reduction he would save six cents by 
walking, whereas after the reduction he would save 
but five. We must take care in dealing with the sub- 
jeet that we don’t get some of Atkinson’s rulings 
mixed up in our conclusions. I think I can discover 
in Denslow’s reasonings some inverted laws where he 
deals wholly with effects, whereas it becomes us.to 
keep closer to the causes which produce effects. 

Wages, then, being the product of our labor, the 
inquiry is, By what law or rule is determined the 
amount of product we shall receive for a day's labor? 
In other words, it is the same old question, What 
makes the rate of wages? Possibly we might reach 
a solution of the question a little easier by using a 
simple illustration. Suppose five men are thrown 
upon a desolate island. They are without food, 
shelter, or. the means of procuring clothing, except 
such as may be developed upon the island. In the 
first place, they set about to get something to eat. It 
is discovered, after an experiment of a few days, that 
with all their diligence each must hunt or fish five 
hours each day in order to procure subsistence. 
Here, then, we get a basis to build upon: It takes 
the product of twenty-five hours’ labor each day to 
subsist five. For the time being I will leave out the 
other factors of shelter and clothing, and will pursue 
our first lesson on the line as thus laid down. Now, 
we will suppose that after a few days one of these 
five breaks a leg, and is unable to hunt or fish. He 
needs, however, a8 much food as before. It is readily 
seen that if the other four perform their duty to their 
comrade each musi. now work six and a quarter hours 


for the same reward, or, in other words, the same 
wages that he before received for five hours. We 
might pursue the illustration with another broken 
leg, and thus increase the obligation to eight hours 
and one-third of an hour, and again to twelve hours 
and one-half. We are now down to the starvation 
line. For the sake of illustration we disabled these 
men with a broken leg. Suppose we now disable 
them by other means, and let us see whether pre- 
cisely the same results.do not ensue. Suppose, in- 
stead of a broken leg, number one discovers that: his 
father held title to the island, and that the same now 
descends to him, and that it is but good law and com- 
mon justice that he should receive rent, and he fixes 
it at just the amount that will support him. The 
other four are precisely where they were, so far as 
their wages are concerned, when number one was 
laid up with & broken leg. Now, we will suppose 
that number two invents or contrives a net whereby 
he can catch as much fish in one hour as he formerly 
could in five hours. If the advantages of this net are 
distributed equally among the four workers, it is 
found that their obligation to labor is reduced to one 
hour and a quarter each day; for whereas they were 
obliged to work an hour and & quarter each day to 
pay their rent, by the use of the net this obligation 
is reduced to a quarter of an hour each day, and 
their own subsistence is secured with one hour's 
labor. But suppose number two is not willing that 
his comrades shall hav the benefit of his invention 
without compensation, and he proceeds, after the 
usual manner, to drive. a sharp bargain with them. 
The result will be found in number two having 
bought a: half interest in the island. Number one 
will hav discovered that his island has enhanced in 
value since there came a demand for a portion of it 
from number two, and he now proceeds to quadruple 
the rent, or to double on his half. Number two fol- 
lows suit, and now it is discovered that the three 
workmen remaining, with the use of the net, must 
work, in the gross, seven hours, or two hours and 
one-third of an hour each, to subsist themselvs and 
pay rent. Still they are benefited, for whereas 
their subsistence in the first place cost five hours’ 
labor each day, now it costs but two hours and a 
third. Now it is discovered that the two landlords 
hav increased their capacity for consumption, for 
they now consume two shares where before they con- 
sumed but one. Man is an imitativ animal, and the 
result is, the three workers begin to consume the 
same amount, and now it is found they hav increased 
their obligation to labor one hour each per day, making 
three hours snd a third each. Still, they hav an ad- 
vantage over their advent upon the island. But now 
comes a religious edict to werk only six days of the 
week. This increases their obligation to labor a lit- 
tle more than four hours per day. But, seeing their 
landlords idle, this suggests to them an idle day now 
and then, and the result is that they are now about 
where they started when they made their advent upon 
the island, working five hours for mere subsistence. 

I hav employed as few factors as possible in mak- 
ing this illustration, but I think I hav sufficiently 
illustrated the fact that in determining ** what makes 
the rate of wages" we must go to the basic structure 
of society and keep constantly in view the proposi- 
tion that the reward of labor is the product of labor. 
We must divest ourselvs, for the time being, of all 
knowledge of dollars and cents, for these factors hav 
more to do in misleading the mind than any other 
factors involved. The rate of wages can never ex- 
ceed the product—no' more than a stream can rise 
higher than its source; but in a primitiv state. of 
society the rate of wages can always be made 
equivalent to the product, as illustrated by the 
pioneers upon the island when each worked five 
hours per day. I confined my illustrations to the 
procuring of food, but I could hav used five more 
hours and carried the same illustration into the pro- 
duction of shelter.and clothing with precisely the 
same results. But in time comes government taxes, 
pauperism, children, the old, the disabled, and a hun- 
dred other factors, all to be considered in determin- 
ing “ what makes the rate of wages." 

Mr. Atkinson, in discussing this very subject, fur- 
nishes me with an important statistical table. He 
says that by careful computation it is discovered that 
the labor of one man, working three hundred days, 
ean produce upon the plains of Dakota 5,600 bushels 
of wheat. Out of this product can be made 1,000 
barrels of flour, with enough left for seed and to re- 
place or recompense for every contingent energy ex- 
ercised in its production. The labor of one more 
man, working three hundred days, will carry this 
wheat to Minneapolis, make 1,000 barrels, grind the 
wheat, and put the flour into the barrels logded upon 
the cars. The labor of two more men, working three 
hundred days each, will carry this flour to New York 
and place it upon the docks. A barrel of flour is a 
ration for one person for a year, and it is thus seen 
that the labor of four persons, working ten hours 
per day the working days of a year, will provide one 
thousand persons with all the flour they need. The 
labor of four more men will provide a thousand per- 
sons with their meat for a year. The labor of six 
more men will provide a thousand persons with all 


the other substantials or delicacies known to the 
American table. This estimate includes every in-. 
gredient of wear and tear, or, in other words, all the 
energies of man needed in the production of the food 
for one thousand persons. The labor of ten more 
persons will cook the provisions and place them upon 
the table ready for consumption. Thus, twenty-four 
men detailed from a thousand persons, using the in- 
genious labor-saving contrivances now known and in 
use, can produce all the food, cook it, and supply all 
the waste of machinery needed to feed one thousand 
people. The labor of five more persons can produce 
all the cotton and wool needed for one thousand per- 
sons, and the labor of five more can ‘weave it into 
cloth, and the labor of ten more can make it up into 
the garments, coarse and fine, usually worn by an ag- 


-gregate of one thousand persons. 


And thus we might go on detailing from the one 
thousand persons, and before we should reach. the 
one-hundredth man we should hav applied all the 
useful energies of man in supplying every need, and 
every luxury, now enjoyed by the American people. 
In this illustration I simply present the per cent of 
energy required in the production of all our creature 
comforts, and I hold that all may be produced with 
less than ten per cent of the energy of the entire 
population. A part of this estimate is drawn from 
the tables of Mr. Atkinson, and, although he usually 
argues in behalf of the capitalists, I don’t believe he 
will dispute these estimates. 

If, then, our needs, our pleasures, our amuse- 
ments, our education, and even our luxuries, may 
be supplied by a draft of less than ten per cent upon | 
the energies of the whole people, how comes it 
that so many of this number are required to expend 
the full one hundred per cent of their energies to ob- 
tain only & moderate share of the needs, pleasures, 
and education of this day and age? The answer to 
this is not hidden. It is found in the artificial sys- 
tems created by man whereby incomes ensue with 
no corresponding production. These incomes are 
traced to three sources, viz., rents, usury, and divi- 
dends. In the ratio which these systems bear to 
production will be found the gage whereby we deter- 
min the rate of wages. Under present systems, cre- 
ated wealth possesses & power to command the - 
energies of man without diminution of its own power, 
and it is easy to see that herein is involved a princi- 
ple which in time would absorb the wealth of the 
world. Let any man take his pencil and figure what 
would’ hav been the result had Columbus when he 
set sail for America borrowed a dollar, to be paid 
four hundred. years after date, at six per cent interest, 
compounded. A friend of mine has figured that it 
would hav taken the labor of more than twenty-five 
million men from August, 1492, to August, 1892, to 
dig the gold to pay this debt, working three hundred 
days in the year, at $2 per day. We here see the 
subtle power in this principle of “cent per cent,” 
and every attempt to solve the riddle of “What 
makes the rate of wages?" that does nof take into 
consideration this principle and these factors of 
rents, interest, and dividends, will be unprofitable or 
useless. I use the word “dividends” where some 
people use the word “ profits,” because the latter 
term is scarcely distinguishable from wages, and in 
its general application may be justified, while divi- 
dends as a result of shareholding in a corporation is 
akin to rent and interest. If I buy peanuts at three 
cents per quart. and sell them for five cents per 
quart, my profit is said to be two cents, but I say 
this two cents is my wages for the convenience which 
I hav rendered to the purchaser. 

Mr. Denslow seems to ignore the important factors 
which I hay here suggested, and which enter into the 
proposition of what makes the rate of wages? He 
may say he is dealing with facts as they are, and not 
with facts which some might suppose ought to be. 
We are established upon the systems of rents, usury, 
and dividends. This being all true, nevertheless I 
maintain that under these systems the natural law of 
wages wil be found just above the starvation line. 
It cannot go below. It cannot be maintained very 
far above. Otherwise we might all become possessed 
of wealth, and liv upon the income which attaches to 
wealth. Hence there is a law which levels wages to 
a point a little above the starvation line. We may 
by invention increase facilities for production, but 
this only has the tendency to increase wealth, and 
throw out of the ranks of production the fortunate 
possessors of that wealth, and they consume with no 
corresponding production, thus leaving the laborer 
near to the starvation line as before. Thus I hold 
that all schemes designed to elevate the working 
classes by increasing their wages, or shortening the 
hours of labor, which do not involve the destruction 
or diminution of income without labor, will be fruit- 
less. Mr. Denslow is a protectionist, and I under- 
stand his ideas of protection to be predicated upon 
the fact that the rate of wages is higher in the 
United States than in European countries, and he 
expects to maintain that higher rate in this country 
by erecting a barrier in the shape of a tariff between 
this and the older countries. But I must be per- 
mitted to inquire why it is that wages are higher 
in thig country, or lower in European countries, and 


404 | 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JUNE 25, 1887. 


unless this question can be correctly answered I sub- 
mit that the question of whether protection will pro- 
tect is not yet solved. J hold that the reason wages 
are higher in this country is becanse the ratio of 
producers to consumers is greater here. In the old 
countries their systems hav gone to seed, and they 
hav produced just as many landlords, aristocrats, 
government favorits, and non-producers as the labor- 
- ing population can support. Their wages hav struck 
the minimum. ‘Transient causes may produce tran- 
sient results in the matter of wages, but, in general, 
European wages are at the minimum. In this coun- 
` try we are creating a similar class of landlords, 
millionaires, and non-producers, and the time is com- 
ing, and indeed is near at hand, when it is discovered 
that the same pauper labor of which we complain in 
the old countries is developed in this country. Some 
think this pauper labor is imported. Not so. It is 
cultivated here as it has been cultivated in the old 
world, and itis but the natural product of the sys- 
-tems which prevail, and which establish the fact that 
poverty is the child of progress. Jas. K. Maere. 
Springfield, IU., June 8, 1887. 
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News and Notes. 


Oregon is an entirely different country from Cali- 
fornia. The landscapes are more verdant, the rain- 
falls being greater. 'The mountain sceneries are in- 
tricate and changeable in outline, wonderfully beauti- 
ful, like the splendid New England views where the 
numberless peaks toss away into the blue horizon 
with endless variety. In California the skies are 
soft Italian, or covered with heavy mist or deep pall 
of cloud. Here the skies are filled with mountainous 
masses, pile on pile, like rolling Alps in the infinit 
azure. They assume all dazzling shapes, glittering 
in gigantie array over the bright valley and along the 
lofty summits. The sunset is like a land of gold 
with jeweled gateways, that reach to the zenith 
itself, and shine with every lustrous hue. There is 
no lovelier spot in the world than Rogue River Valley 
for soil, climate, and beauty of surroundings. "There 
are & good and Liberal people here also, and my 
week's work amid these delightful scenes is one of 
-the happiest of my journey. California is a golden 
memory ; Oregon now dawns upon me with invigorat- 
ing summer’s wealth. 

A glorious ride I had about Mt. Shasta. Beauti- 
ful mountain, sweeping clearly from the plain with its 


white draperies glistening fifteen thousand feet high!. 


There are scarcely any foot-hills, and one can look 
upon it in all its giant glory as it towers straight 
before from the vast plain. For hours we speed 
along the winding track amid the huge forests four 
thousand feet above the sea, while still that mighty 
mountain appears close at hand, and yet it is from 
thirty to sixty miles off. On we go over the Kla- 
math river and the rocky gulfs, where the train seems 
to dangle in air upon the enormous trestle-works. 
At Coles we take the lumbering coaches and climb 
the Siskiyou range, and at the end of two hours 
begin our descent into Rogue River Valley. In the 
afternoon sun, amid the wide groves and undulating 
fields, we behold Ashland, our first camping-ground 
in Oregon. We lecture here on Sunday afternoon, 
June 5th, and are greeted by a large audience, and 
on Monday evening again to increased numbers. 
Our bold pioneer friend, Dr. York, has done noble 
service in this valley. Liberalism is almost the pre- 
vailing influence, but it needs, however, & more 
thorough organization in order that its power may 
be felt. 

The name, Rogue river, they say, was derived from 
the fact that the Indians of this valley were arrant 
rogues, and the worst of their class to deal with. 
This valley has indeed been the scene of the fiercest 
combats and massacres, and it was a “dark and 
bloody ground” where now all is smiling peace. 
There are some “old campaigners” here, and as a 
general thing I find them enrolled in the Liberal 
ranks. | 

Lindsey Applegate came to this country in 1843. 
He was one of the originators of the Oregon Emigra- 
tion Company which left Missouri with two hundred 
and fifty men capable of bearing arms, with their 
families, teams, and household goods, and after six 
‘months’ travel over the plains and mountains reached 
the coast. They came to a land of adventure and 
peril, and the early history of Oregon is replete with 
romance. Lindsey Applegate has been a prominent 
figure in these eventful transactions, and simply on 
. account of his straightforward Infidelity he has not 
always received the credit he deserves. The church, 
as usual, claims the glory of it all. Applegate for 
many years was Indian commissioner. He was 
thoroughly conversant with Indian language, charac- 


ter, etc., and knew how to manage these wild sons of 
the soil and keep them peaceable and industrious. 
His administration of these difficult affairs was a suc- 
cess. When the ridiculous policy was adopted by 
the government of putting the Indian department in 
charge of the churches, Lindsey Applegate was re- 
moved for the reason that he was an Infidel, and, of 
course, unfit to represent ecclesiastical rule. This 


policy is entirely wrong, and a fundamental violation. 


of Secular principles in the affairs of state, and has 
proved a disastrous failure. Clergymen may know 
how to pray and draw big salaries, but they don’t 
know how to govern even a savage tribe. Political 
wisdom is not their forte. Their blunders are worse 
than & crime, and hav cost the government millions 
of dollars with war and devastation. I was glad to 
meet so stanch a Freethinker as Applegate, who has 
had to combat so much of.priestly authority, and has 
always put his colors to the front. 

General Applegate, his son, presided at my meet- 
ings, and made an eloquent address in behalf of the 
principles of the Secular Union, of which all his life 
he has been the outspoken advocate. From a boy 
he has been in the midst of strife and adventure, and 
he has battled both for liberty and Union. 

Father John Beeson is also a well-known advocate 
of justice. For many years, on the platform and 
in the press, he has been the defender of the rights 
of the Indian, which hay been violated at times by 
the national government. Father Beeson is a Spir- 
itualist, but he is in no hurry to pass over. He likes 
this world. He is eighty-four years of age, and still 
looks ahead to work for humanity's sake. with en- 
thusiasm. : 

Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Tozer, Mr. and Mrs. Fountain, 
Mr..and Mrs. Hutchins, Mr. and Mrs. Cordell, Mr. 
and Mrs. Coolidge, Captain McCall, and others, 


|representativ men and women of. the place, con- 


stitute a noble guard for liberty 
and flourishing city. ; , 

Talent is a rural community. The church and 
post-office constitute the village. But it is a lively 
place. They hav lots of fun here. Extremes meet. 
Bigoted orthodoxy and advanced Liberalism are face 
to face, and the battle waxes furiously at times, and 
the Liberals enjoy it to their hearts’ content, while 
the Christians feel rather sad. The minister only 
gets a hundred dollars a yèar, and I guess mighty 
little of that is cash. I expect that yellow-legged 
chickens are for him like angel visits—few and far 
between. If his faith is equal to his bigotry, how- 
ever, he will no doubt survive. Our Liberal friends 
used to hold meetings in the schoolhouse, where all 
other meetings were held. The orthodox minister, 
in order to checkmate the Liberals, induced the. dis- 
trict to pass a vote that there should be nothing in 
the schoolhouse except the school sessions. The 
Christians by this strategy thought they had effectu- 
ally out-maneuvered the Liberals. But the Liberal 
forces out-flanked them most decisivly. It only took 
a couple of days to raise funds to build the Universal 
Mental Liberty Hall. The Christians were simply 
astonished, and could scarcely believe their eyes as 
they beheld the structure rising day by day. Our 
friends had a grand time at its dedication to freedom 
and humanity. Crowds were present from all over 
the county. The Christians got up a revival, but it 
was no use. The tide went the other way. The 
Liberals were on top. They hav had Sunday meet- 
ings ever since, with the widest discussions of every 
question. Besides this, they hav a Secular Sunday- 
school, which is exerting a most potent influence. So 
I find Talent full of life. It is a central point of 
enthusiasm, and the whole valley feels the fire of its 
free and progressiv spirits. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. H. Breese, whose hospitality I 
now enjoy, are whole-hearted Liberals and reformers. 
They keep the music going. It is an inspiration 
indeed to be among those who are so thoroughly 
imbued with the spirit of advancement, and who hav 
Such grand convictions and splendid devotion to the 
truth. A few years ago they were members of the 
Congregational church, but not a remnant of the old 
faith and conformity is left. They are soldiers 
indeed of humanity, and enlisted for the war. Miss 
Rosetta Waters, the sister of Mrs. Breese, who 
teaches the village school, keeps superstition out of 
it with unflinching courage. Some of the parents 
want a little God and Bible in the school, but this 
“ Infidel School-marm” allows nothing of the sort. 
I had the pleasure of attending her school picnic 
yesterday, and the boys and girls evidently enjoyed 
nature and humanity. Religion and theology were 
set aside, and poetry and music of this world made 
bright and happy the occasion. This is a model Sec- 
ular school, and shows by its genial atmosphere how 
naturally children take to common sense and the 
beautiful teachings of science. 

I hav also quite enjoyed a sojourn with W. J. 
Dean and his wife. They liv nearly-at the base of 
the mountains where Wagner Butte lifts its tall head 
to the skies and greets with snowy crest the sum- 
mer’s sun. Here was tranquility and golden sun- 
shine, and bright, running waters whose music was 
peace. It was beautiful all around, with the wide- 
spreading valley and purple hills. Mr. Dean is a 


in this enterprising 


and girlish as she did twenty years ago. 


philosopher. He has studied deeply into Free- 
thought, its ideas and facts. He is an excellent 
lecturer, and has done geod service for our cause by 
his frank and manly defense of Liberalism on many 
& platform. He has had a hard fight with the ortho- 
dox here. They don’t like him. They hav tried to 
get rid of him, and to ostracize him. But he has 
come to stay, and I find him a vigorous, bold, and | 
well-armed defender of our cause. . 

Messrs. Beeson, Ammerman, Anderson, Terrell, 
Mr. Klum, the postmaster, Herman Stock, Mr. Pur- 
vis, Mr. Goddard, Mr. Holton, and others, with their 
families, are stalwart Liberals, and Talent, with its 
Freethought. Hall, is bound to be a center of great 
influence. 

Ilectured at Central Point on Wednesday evening. 
This is a new place, and my lecture was the first of 


the kind ever delivered there, but the hall was 


crowded to its utmost capacity, and “The New 
Heaven and Earth” was cordially received. Prof. 


XL, N. Hall, Mr. Lever, and others are.our good 


workers at this place, and I was glad to meet with 
so many friends who are generous in the support of 
our cause. I was glad to meet here with Mr. C. W. 
Coker, the author of “Science vs. Theology," a very 
plain and forcible statement of the fact that theology 
arises out of ignorance of the laws of nature, and 
with the advance of knowledge must vanish away. 
Mr. Coker is a veteran Infidel, and has suffered much 
for opinion's sake. His book has had quite a circula- 
tion on the coast. i 

I lectured on Thursday evening at Medford. The 
Christians hav endeavored to capture this. place by a 
series of revivals. They appointed a special prayer- 
meeting for the night of my lecture. But it seemed 
to be of no avail, for I spoke to a full house. Mr. 
and Mrs. W. R. Andrews, Mrs. Barnum, Mr. Riddle, 
Mr. Rosenthal, and others are the good and true 
Liberals here who face the music. 

Mr. Naler, of Jacksonville, arranged the meeting 
at Medford. He is one of the old guard in the 
valley, and can always be depended upon to do his 
share of the work. I passed through Jacksonville 
and met a few of our friends. Iam in hopes when I 
next visit this valley to giv lectures at this point. 

I lectured at Talent last evening. I was gratified 
to hav a company of little children sing for the occa- 
sion. It was a bright promis of. what will be, for the 
beauty of childhood givs its luster to our advancing 
thought. ` 

I lecture at Talent this evening, and to-morrow, 
Sunday, morning, and at Ashland Sunday afternoon. 
I hav been encouraged greatly by my work here. It 
has been a splendid opening for the Oregon cam- 
paign. Next week I am in Coos county, off the rail- 
road, among the mountains and forests, where you 
hav to look twice to see the top of the trees, and 
where the roads go down into the bottomless abyss, 
and you hav to travel on horseback, for a wagon 
would go to the “ demnition bow-wows,” it is such a 
hard road to travel. I think, however, I shall enjoy 
it, with all its ups and downs. 

They are to hav a grand rally at Silverton, June 
22d, 23d, and 24th. I shall be at Salem, June 26th ; 
at Molalla, June 28th, 29th, and 30th ; at Portland, 
July 3d; at McMinnville, July 5th, 6th, and 7th; and 
at Corvallis, July 10th. I expect to be at Forest 
Grove, Seattle, Port Angeles, Port Townsend, New- 
castle, Black Diamond, Franklin, Colfax, Pendleton, 
Baker City, etc., but the dates are not yet fixed. 

Talent, Or., June 11, 1887.. Sawvzr P. Purnam. 


———————if-.$—.99—————————— 
In the Sunny San Luis Park. 

To rae Evrror or Tas Trura Szexer, Sir: Here 
we are, in this delightful region of pure, mountain 
air, bright sunshine, warm days, cool evenings and 
mornings, lofty hights—east, in the far south, west, 
north. Some of the peaks are one hundred and fifty 
miles away, yet they are in plain sight from where 
we stand in this broad prairie-like valley, seventy- 
miles wide, and nearly twice seventy long. 

Here is our new home, 7,500 feet above sea level, 
and forty miles to the east of us the dazzling snow- 
capped Sangre de Cristo range of mountains, and the 
monarch of the great chain, Sierra Blanca, nearly 
7,000 feet higher than our cottage home. Happy? 
How could we help it amid such surroundings? The 
little wife, who has journeyed with me thirty years, 
is as joyous as a meadow lark, and looks as young 
Why? I 
hav promised to remain at home al! summer, and 
take her with me in my winter lecture tours. Sec- 
ondly, we own a home, our own “ vine and fig-tree,” 
so to speak. As we are not George converts, we 
also own & mile long and half a mile wide of Uncle 
Sam's soil. 

Permit me to return my hearty thanks to Denver 
Liberals, Nebraska Liberals, Longmont Liberals, for 
a busy winter’s lecture work that made it possible for 
me to secure & permanent abiding-place, and to treat 
myself to a “ ministerial” vacation the livlong summer 
through. Gardening, cultivating fruits and flowers 
and vegetables, will keep up physical tone, and next 
winter the “ farmer-preacher” will be glad to respond 
to the calls of his Liberal friends to sow the seed 
broadcast in every orthodox community. 
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In an especial manner I wish to thank Brother 
Ross, Osceola, Neb., thé purchaser of my Minnesota 
farm, who so kindly stepped forwárd and paid two 
other Liberals nearly $400, besides the amount paid 


me. 

And last, though not least, the Dunckel brothers, 
Butte.City, in far-off Montana, proved themselvs true, 
stanch friends to their old * pastor.” 

Monte Vista, Col. Í W. F. Jameson. 


9 
Mr. Chavannes for Mrs. Slenker. 


To tae Evrtor.or Tae Truru Seeker, Sir: Iam 
informed by letters received from Mrs. Slenker that 
the moral support and financial help which she hoped 
to receive from her Liberal friends are not coming as 

"freely and abundantly as she expected. Will you 
please allow:me the use of your columns to present 
some reasons why generous help should be tendered 
to her? ; 2 

I will address this appeal to three distinct classes 
of persons. 

First, to those who, like myself, believe Mrs. 
Slenker was right in carrying on the work for which 
she has been arrested, while we may now realize that 
she carried it on with more zeal than discretion. I 
claim that those of us who -believe that sex matters 
ought to be investigated for the benefit of humanity 
ought to take advantage of Mrs. Slenker’s arrest to 
giv to such investigation the stamp of respectability. 


Respectability is largely a matter of moral worth and’ 


of numbers, and no person is more capable to stamp 
any of her actions with the mark of moral worth than 


Mrs. Slenker. _ Her character is above reproach. ‘The. 


number of persons among the Liberals who really 
sympathize with her work is much larger than is 


supposed. Just as the Christian church is honey-. 


combed with doubts about the doctrin of the sanctity 
of the Bible, so is the Liberal publie honeycombed 
with doubts about the sacredness of sex, and doubts 
more and more the advisability of keeping what 
relates to it covered by the dark veil of ignorance. 
A little more boldness, and a little less deference to 
the received opinions, would disclose sufficient 
strength and numbers to compel respect for those 
who hav sufficient moral courage to investigate wher- 
ever truth leads and in whatever manner offers the 
best prospect of success. 

‘Second, I would appeal to those who care little or 
nothing for the line of investigation followed by Mrs. 
Slenker, but who believe that the freedom of the 
mails ought to be maintained. Remember that it is 
not for writing obscene matter that Mrs. Slenker is 
threatened, but for sending it through the mails. 
An addition of the word “blasphemous” to the law 
as it now stands, and no Freethinker would be safe 
to correspond on the subjects which occupy his 
innermost thoughts. Freedom is not the birthright 
of men; it is the hard-won right of those who not 
only dare to defend themselvs, but who know how 
to unite in defense of those who are assailed. 

Third, I would appeal to the many friends of Mrs. 
Slenker, who love her for her character, and for the 

_ noble work she has done on Liberal battle-ground, 
but who disapprove of her last work, and on that 
account now stand aloof in her hour of. trouble. Do 
not let such reasons keep you back. Remember that 
a friend in need is a friend indeed. The friendship 
which claims the right to pass judgment on the acts 
of others before tendering a helping hand is the 
friendship of the master for the slave, and not the 
friendship of man for man. 

I believe I fully realize the importance of the step 
which is presented to the Liberals in asking them to 
giv moral support and financial aid to a person who 
has been arrested for carrying on what is called ob- 
scene correspondence, but I believe it to be a step in 
the right direction, and one which sooner or later will 
hav to be taken. The overthrow of the belief in the 
divine origin of the Bible and the holiness of God is 
but a barren process unless it enables us to seek for 
new knowledge which can be made useful to humanity. 
Freethought has only value because it destroys the 
fetters which prevent men from the intelligent pur- 
suit of happiness. And whoever has given serious 
thought, as Mrs. Slenker has, to the best mode of 
diminishing the amount of human suffering, must re- 
alize how much of it is due to defects in character, 
and how much character is dependent on inherited 
tendencies ; and thus being led to the study of the 
laws of heredity, we are forcibly led to the study of 
the relation of the sexes and to seek remedies for the 
frightful abuses and misconduct now so prevalent ; 
and who shall say among Freethinkers and free in- 
quirers that having thus been led to the very en- 
trance of a new and better life, we shall stop because, 
forsooth, sex is too holy to be discussed, or for the 
more contemptible reason that it is not respectable 
to think, write, or talk about what relates to it? 

I feel very sorry for the unpleasant position in 
which Mrs. Slenker now finds herself, but I feel 
proud of her, and instead of seeking to excuse her. I 
wish the number of women who possess her courage 
and her zeal should be increased one thousand fold. 

Subscriptions hav been opened in her behalf. I 
hope these few words of mine will induce many per- 


was evidently afraid of Massachusetts. 


I said, * You will be mistress of these children in the 


sons to send their contributions and their words of 
good cheer. ALBERT CHAVANNES. 


— eoe 

l : Mrs. Colman’s Reminiscences. 

The services at the funeral were performed by Mr. 
Frederick Douglass. I did not wish for a minister, 
but a Univérsalist minister, a friend of the family, 
being present, made a short speech. I was almost 
crazed with my grief. I had now no object in life. 
To be sure, my father and mother were with me, and 
needed care, but I could put that care upon my 
sisters, and giv myself up to sorrow. Very soon 
there came a call from Washington for a woman 
without prejudice to take charge of the National 
Orphan Asylum for-colored children. This institu- 
tion was founded by Mrs. Pomeroy, wife of Senator 
Pomeroy, of Kansas. | 

There were a great many homeless colored chil- 
dren in and about Washington—children from babies 
Of a few months old to ten years of age. No one 
knew where or who the mothers were; but the differ- 
ent shades of color were all represented in them, 
showing that the slaveholders of the South were 
destitute of prejudice as regarded the mothers of 
their children. What man cares for the welfare of 
an illegitimate child? The Bible shuts out the “ bas- 
tard” (I don’t like the look or the sound of that 
word, but as it is one of the refined words of the 
holy scriptures, perhaps Mr. Comstock will not 
object to its presence in the mail) from heaven, and 


for aught the father cares, it may be shut out from | 


all the comforts of earth. There were also in this 
asylum several old women from seventy to ninety 
years of age. The institution had officers in all the 
Northern states, and the donations from these several 
states were relied upon to support it; the govern- 
ment, through Secretary Stanton, allowing it the use 
of a large house and grounds in Georgetown, owned 
by a rebel who fled to Richmond on the breaking out 
of the war. 7 

During the year that had passed since the forma- 
tion of this society, three or four matrons had been 
successivly and successfully quarreled away by the 
resident teacher, a woman from Massachusetts, re- 
lated to and recommended by some of the most pro- 
nounced Liberals in and about Boston. I will not 
say she was the worst woman who ever lived, because 
I hav not seen all the wicked women of my own time 
even, but I hav no hesitation in putting her at the 
head of all I hav known. A woman who will delib- 
erately starve, and in many other ways abuse, little 
children who hav no one to care for them is a mon- 
strosity that I prefer not to be acquainted with. 
This teacher bore & name honored and beloved in 
Massachusetts, and because of her name the Liberals 
(I mean here by Liberals the Unitarians and Ágnos- 
tics and Republicans of Governor Andrew’s stamp) 
were determined to defend her under all circum- 
stances; and so, if a matron made any complaint 
about the teacher, instead of looking into the matter, 
the matron was summarily dismissed. Had I known 
the condition of things there, I could not hav been 
persuaded to take the place, but having taken it, I 
determined to change its character or break it up 
entirely. I will not tire the reader with a very minute 
description of these children, eighty in number, not 
ten healthy ones, and not one exempt: from the third 
plague that the God of the Hebrews sent upon the 


Egyptian king, Pharaoh, to cause him to let Moses. 


and the rest of the chosen people return to their own 
land. The teacher had been matron long enough to al- 
low these children to be covered with these disgusting 
insects. The disciplin was sustained with and by 
hunger, the teacher taking the food from any one of 
thé desolate creatures who was disobedient, and 
there was always disobedience. 

One of the farmers whose land joined the asylum 
complained to me that he had not been able to keep 
food for his swine, only as he put it behind a lock, as 
these hungry children would devour the contents of 
his swill barrel with eagerness. Mrs. Senator Pom- 
eroy had died, and the woman who took her place 


. My friend who had recommended me to the society 
thought if she could once get me into that institu- 
tion, I would find it was not quite time for me to sit 
down and hug my own grief. Here were attrocities 
perpetrated daily upon the children of a race whom 
I had adopted and worked for in the best years of 
my life—abused under the name of Christian care, 
and as yet there was no help. I looked about me. 
I did not pray, but I used my authority as matron. 


school-room, but out of the school-room you hav no 
control. Never take away their food again. I will 
not allow it.” She tried it, but found herself circum- 
vented as and where she least expected it. 
grounds were covered with trees bearing the most 
delicious fruit—early apples, apricots, and, in time, 
peaches in the greatest abundance. This woman 
forbade these children to help themselvs, though the 
fruit was wasting upon the ground. I said to them, 
“You must not climb the trees without permission 
from me, but eat all you wish from the ground.” I 
sent for one of the army surgeons. His name I do 
not at this writing recall, but his picture is to be 


The | i 


seen at the bed-side of President Lincoln in the en- 
graving of the death scene. At this day, more than 
twenty years since, my heart goes out in thankful- 
ness to him for his kindness. He always came at my 
call. He told me how to destroy the parasites that 
were eating the life out of these children. He said the 
sickness was from want of food and care, encouraged 
me to do as seemed right, and with his help and 
counsel. After being there three months the chil- 
dren were all clean and well, but it was no use, I had 
to givit up. But my work did not not cease until 
that woman was removed. It was a hard fight with 
great odds against me. The prominent antislavery 
men in Congress, and the Unitarian minister, then 
chaplain of that august body, were each and all on 
the side of the teacher, though not one of them ever 
took the trouble to visit the institution. Secretary 
Stanton, his assistant, Major Luddington, and that 
indefatigable woman, Jane Gray Swisshelm, had 
taken time to examin into the matter, and they were 
with me. Governor Andrew even sent his secretary 
all the way from Boston to defend the charming 
woman. Even Robert Dale Owen cast his vote for 


. her. 


Mrs. Swisshelm finally announced that unless the 
whole thing was thoroughly looked into she would 
hav the woman arrested on a criminal charge of man- 
slaughter, and as the charge could be easily sus- 
tained, her friends were glad to cease their opposi- 
tion. The Massachusetts lawyer went back to 
Boston, and the teacher was removed, but it had 
taken three months of constant, persevering labor to 
bring about the removal, and the children had again . 
become filthy and sick ; starvation had also aided in 
the work, and many of them died. The cellar of the 
spacious building used for the asylum was well filled 
with wines and liquors of a stronger character. I 
think the most charitable excuse for that person's 
conduct that could be made would be to say she was 
constantly under the influence of alcohol; she was 
certainly crazed with something. I do not know her 
whereabouts at present, but I venture to say, if she 
is living, those persons who were willing she should 
be paid a good salary for abusing helpless children 
are careful to keep her out of their homes ; they do 
not want her company. This was only one of the 
cases where the poor colored people were used to profit 
some broken-down teacher or minister. Secretary 
Stanton told me that the trouble he had with the 
complaints in reference to these contrabands was 
almost equal to the war. The North had so many 
superannuated clergymen to care for that it seemed to 
be a very God-send to find a place to send them 
where they would be paid a salary for doing some- 
thing that far better had been left undone. 

Lucy N. Corman. 


— —À 9 —————— 
Lectures and Meetings. 

F. H. Rav, secretary of the Brotherhood of Agnostic Mor- 
alists of Hannibal, Mo., writes: ‘‘ Doubtless many of your 
readers know something of the Liberal organization called 
the Society of Moralists, which was organized in this city in 
1875. This society was composed of Agnostics and Spirit- 
alists, who worked together harmoniously for nearly twelve 
years, when it was deemed best to separate the two elementa. 
This was done amicably and by mutual agreement, on the 
22d of May, 1887, and on the 29th the Brotherhood of Ag- 
nostic Moralists was organized. This Brotherhood, with its 
local societies scattered broadcast, is designed to be to those 
who do not accept any book as infallible what the church is 
to those who do, namely, a conservator of all the social and 
moral influence which they are capable of exerting. Every 
Agnostic who feels an interest in this movement is requested 
to send name and address to the undersigned. For a two- 
cent stamp a copy of the constitution will be mailed to any 
point.” 

W. F. Jamrsson closed his lecture labors for 1887 with an 
address at Longmont on Decoration Day. The following 
telegram appeared in the Denver Republican : '* Memorial 
Day was duly observed by the McPherson Post No. 6, G. A. 
R., yesterday afternoon at the City Hall. The floral. offer. 
ings were numerous and exquisitly beautiful. Post-Com- 
mander John Hertha. presided, a male quartet furnished 
appropriate music, charmingly rendered, and Professor 
Jamieson delivered an eloquent address. Not half the peo- 
ple who desired to participate in the services were able to 
secure even standing-room in the hall." Mr. and Mrs. Jam- 
ieson then proceeded threc hundred miles to southern Colo- 
rado, in San Luis Park, where they will reside through the 
summer on their own land (three hundred and twenty acres) 
in a cottage which they hav just built. Mr. Jamieson wishes 
no lecture calls until January, 1888. In the mean time he 
will be glad to hear from all his friends. Address, Monte 


Vista, Col. 


—————o +o 


hinkers, each of them distinctly avowed a belief in God, and 
beets all that is required in any court to make a competent wit- 


civil rights? If so, it may refer to the pretty retort made 
by Rufus Choate when he was catechised in court: ‘Do 
you believe in a God?" ** Yes, sir.” ‘ What God do you be- 
lieve in?” “I believe in the God of the statute 11. Galveston 
News, 
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Communications. 


The Revival. 


The church was crowded; the heat was stifling. 
The congregation presented a surface of a thousand 
_ fluttering fans. The revival commenced in the latter 
part of the winter, continued until late in June, and 
still the great church was crowded daily and nightly. 
Still the altar was daily and nightly surrounded by 
weeping, praying penitents. The church books 
showed an increase of over a thousand members, and 
the prudent, far-seeing pillars of the society congrat- 
ulated themselvs as they calculated the sum that 
would be deducted from the church debt by the lib- 
eral donations of the enthusiastic young converts. 
Up from the immense concourse, borne hither and 
thither and turned into swaying streams of sound by 
the waving fans, rose the revival hymns. 
Marching upward to Zion, 
The beautiful city of God, 
sang the gray-haired, dim-eyed mothers who saw just 
“over there” all the blessings they had missed in 
life, the charity, the sympathy, the ineffable peace, the 
friends who had slipped into the unknown so long 
ago, the babies that had faded out of their arms—all 
would be restored in that “ beautiful city of God.” 
“Marching upward to Zion,” chanted the deep- 
chested young men, and their eyes flashed’ with an 
exultant luster. 
away from the present—like “going West ”—like 
gliding over the level reaches of prairie where the 
sky came low like the roof of a long building in per- 
spectiv. It was climbing mountains, and leaving 
one’s banner flying higher than man ever trod before. 
As fair maidens’ voices, clear as bells, rang out, 
“Marching upward to Zion,” eyes met “ eyes which 
spake again ;” the story was told, religion and love 
joined hands, and who could tell which one of the 
invisibles opened the narrow gate for the young peo- 
ple whose names were written on the church books, 
and whose silver and gold dropped into the church 
coffers ? > 
“ Marching upward to Zion” rolled in one vast 
volume of sound out into the summer night, and Dr. 
Parks, returning from his last visit, halted before the 
church door, stood irresolute for a minute, then 
entered. There was a ‘floating population ".in the 
vestibule, on the stairs, and in the aisles—people who 
were tired and were going home, and people who had 
been to other places and were “taking in” the revival 
as an “afterpiece.” Dr. Parks, with his analytical 
eye, classified the congregation with a glance or two. 
On the platform, back of the reading desk, occupy- 
ing the chairs and sofas, sat probably a dozen resi- 
dent preachers, calm, cool, deservedly expectant of 
an outpouring of the spirit. In front of these walked 
the traveling evangelist, who had inaugurated, and 
still managed, the services. He was small in stature, 
slight and pale. He moved about rapidly while 
speaking or singing, throwing his arms up and down, 
then swaying them in time to, the music, or to urge 
the people to sing with more spirit. Below him, 
about the altar, knelt a number of penitents. 
' Back of these were the members of the church. 
Dr. Parks was sure he could hav told them by the 
expression of self-approval on their faces. Still back 
of these and in the galleries were the unçonverted. 
Amongst them were the frightened, the excited, the 
irresolute, the despairing. Occasionally there was 
to be seen a face calm, decided, curious, but with 
a free soul looking from the eyes. 

This diagnosis occupied Dr. Parks but a few min- 

utes, and he turned his attention to the evangelist. 
. He wondered at the power of this little man to 
thus move multitudes by his skipping about, and his 
inane little stories. He could not yet exactly classify 
the Rev. Mr. Melrose. He was à new creation. He 
watched the lithe figure, always in motion, whether 
talking, singing, or praying; watched him spring 
from the platform to the top of the baptismal font, 
then back to walk around and around the reading 
desk, kneeling in prayer, then rising and walking 
about with closed eyes, still praying, then kneeling 
again—talking, talking, in an off-hand, familiar way. 
to that great and awful will; watched the swaying, 
restless figure, without solemnity, reverence, or devo- 
tion in any of its changing attitudes, and the man of 
science had a revelation. Unconsciously he spoke 
aloud: “This is the long-sought missing link.” 

A hand was laid on his shoulder and a voice said 
in his ear: “ That’s the right label, paste it on.” 

Dr. Parks turned to meet the amused eyes of a 
brother physician. He said: “I never saw anything 
like his behavior outside a menagerie.” 

“No? If you had been with me in the tropics you 
might hav seen the same thing in the jungles.” 

The two friends stood awhile in silence. The pen- 
itents around the altar were converted, one after 
another, and rent the air with their rejoicings. Dr. 
Parks spoke: “I havn’t seen anything like this for 
more than twenty years." 

“You forget the night in the Louisiana swamp 
when we ran across the darkey hoodoos ?" 

“Ah, no, This is something of the same sort ; quite 


It brought visions of breaking: 


as much sense and reason in the hoodoo pow-wow &s 
there isin this. The African is the more ancient re- 
ligion, but the old must giv place to the new. Those 


darkies were very much in earnest, and no doubt con- 


sidered themselvs persecuted by their masters who 
build fine churches in which to hold their pow-wows, 
while Sambo is driven to the swamp. Well, well —" 

Dr. Middleton suddenly interrupted his friend by 
grasping his arm and exclaiming: “Why, in the 
name of all that’s prudent, do you allow that?” and 
he pointed to a girl leaning over the gallery railing. 

Dr. Parks looked in the direction indicated, and 
the color left his face. The girl, fair, slender, with 
dark, burning eyes, and flushed cheeks, sat watching 
the evangelist. She was like one mesmerized. Her 
head, her hands, her whole body, swayed in unison 
with the preacher. Swift and agil as Mr. Melrose: 
was, he displayed not the trained agility of the 
dancer ; not the confident poise of the acrobat, but 
rather the lithe, swinging, uncertain grace of the 
denizen of the forest and plain. 

* How much she looks as Laura did!” Dr. Mid- 
dleton whispered hoarsely. His friend gave no 
answer, but started for the gallery. The people 
made way for him. His principles as well as his 
history were well known to many there. He soon 
reached the girl, but not quite soon enough. The 
evangelist, attracted, no doubt, by her absorbed 
manner, was talking tó her. She had risen from her 
seat. She stood with clasped hands, regarding 
Melrose with a look of mingled fright, bewilderment, 
entreaty. She was trembling from head to foot. 
She tried to answer the preacher, or draw away from 
him, but she stood helpless, bereft of speech and vo- 
lition. Mr. Melrose said: “Come down to the 
altar—come to Christ,” and his hands were grasping 
hers, but Dr. Parks interposed. | 

Taking the little man by the shoulders, he pushed 
him slightly, saying: “Stand aside, sir. Ethel, come 
with me.” . 

The girl clasped her shaking hands about the 
doctor's arm, gasping, * Oh, uncle, uncle!" He half 
carried her out of the gallery, shielding her as much 
as possible from the curious gazers. 

n the vestibule they were met by a young man 
who had watched the scene in the gallery from his 
place amongst the converts and penitents. He ad- 
vanced, hat in hand. “Dr. Parks, shall I take Ethel 
home? Havent you something else to do?” 

The doctor glared at him. 

“Mr. Gastar,” he said slowly, “the most impor- 
tant business I hav in the world is to take care of 
Ethel. For the present, I shall giv it my personal 
attention. You, knowing what you do, are wholly 
unpardonable for bringing her to a place like this.” 

` “Dr. Parks, I owe a debt of duty and gratitude to 
a higher power than any on earth, a power I expect 
to serve in spite of all opposition. I brought Ethel 
here that my future wife might learn to walk in the 
straight and narrow way beside me.” 

The young man said this with an air of self- 
approval, and “ persecuted for righteousness’ sake,” 
impossible to describe. 

Dr. Parks’s scornful eyes measured him from head 
to foot. His voice shook as he answered: 

“You, John Gastar, a teacher and leader for 
Ethel! Good-night, sir! Try to cultivate better 
manners.” 

Dr. Parks reached home with the excited girl, and 
he and his wife succeeded, after an hour or two, in 
quieting her. She slept but fitfully, and arose next 
morning with a racking headache. 

. “ It is better this than the other,” the doctor said 
to his wife. “With this shock to the nerves we hav 
time on our side, but in the trouble that took off her 
father there is no hope.” l 

The office boy came to say there were two gentle- 
men awaiting the doctor. The two proved to be Mr. 
Melrose and John Gastar. The latter sat near an 
open window, wearing an irreproachable morning 
suit, and his highest, holiest smile. 

The preacher walked about softly, swinging his 
arms, and turning his head from side to side con- 
tinualy. Now that he was not on his familiar ros- 
trum his feet had an uncertain motion, like one walk- 
ing in the dark. The doctor's manner was barely 
civil He felt that these two men taxed him sorely 
by elaiming even such hospitality as his public office 
afforded. Mr. Melrose entered at once upon the 
business about which he had called. If his host had 
not been prepossessed in his favor, seeing him now 
in the glare of the morning, and in the broader glare 
of undisguised antagonism, he aetually felt a loath- 
ing for the man such as he had never felt for any 
miserable, helpless, idiotic creature with whom his 
profession had brought him in contact. He asked 
himself: “What freak of nature is this thing? Of 
what is he the expression? What feelings, what 
thoughts, "preceded his advent amongst human 
beings? What was the cause of this ugly effect? 
this unfinished, seemingly boneless form—this faded, 
beardless, though not childish, face, with its colorless 
eyes and hair?" 

These interrogatories were the undercurrent as 
Dr. Parks listened to and answered Mr. Melrose’s 
remonstrances and exhortations concerning his be- 


havior of the night before. He explained as far as 
he thought necessary his own religious views, his . 
ideas of the duties of life, where the interests of the . 
creature, in the evangelist’s mind, conflicted with the 
homage due the creator. 

* Yes, yes,” said Mr. Melrose, “ this liberal way of 
thinking may do for yourself, but why dictate to 
Miss Moore? Let her choose for herself.” 

“And, pray, sir,” the doctor answered, * why 
should not I, instead of you, influence Miss Moore’s 
choice?” 

*I would lead her into the way of peace, which 
she can never know until she is born again. Oh,I 
hope she will not, by your advice, grieve the heavenly 
spirit away foréver, sin away her day of grace, com- 
mit the unpardonable sin—oh, I hope for her, I 
agonize for her?" 

* Do you consider Miss Moore such an exceedingly 
wicked girl?" Dr. Parks asked dryly. 

* She is unregenerate, and I hear she has never 
even been baptized. She is not your daughter, not 
even your niece—no relation whatever. By what 
authority do you stand between her and her soul's 
salvation?" ] ; 

Dr. Parks’s face turned ashy white. The hand 
that lay upon his knee clenched itself. The other 
hand, outstretched on the table beside him, fondled 
the glittering surgical instruments that lay in an 
open case. How easily might he with one slight 
stroke of one powerful hand crush this gnat that 
tortured him! When could a swift and silent anes- 
thetic be used to better advantage? Yet his voice 
had no tremor as he answered, 

* True, Ethel has never been baptized. True, she 
is not bone of my bone, nor flesh of my flesh. Let 
me tell you something. You won't understand— 
still, Ill tell you. Thirty-five years ago, I was a 
homeless, untaught orphan. It is needless tosay by 
what chance I drifted into the family of Dr. Finley. 
The family consisted of the parents and two little 
daughters, Ethel and Laura. I fully believe there 
has never lived a boy who at the age of fifteen has 
had a more miserable past and a more hopeless future 
than I had at that age. What Dr. Finley saw in me 
he told me afterward. He gave me care and kind- 
ness, and the means of an education. In ashort time 
I was a son to the parents, a brother to the two little 
girls. It was my first knowledge of home, of love 
and kindness, even of humanity in any but its worst 
phases. There's no need of a long story. Everything 
prospered with me. I was Dr. Finley’s partner. I 
married, and still lived near my first friends. The . 
eldest daughter married my dearest school and col- 
lege friend, who died two years after when baby 
Ethel was less than a year old—died of heart disease. 
In her bereavement, the young widow clung to my 
wife and me more than to any others, not even ex- 
cepting her own parents. Iam glad it was so. Very 
soon she was alone but for us. Dr. Finley and his 
wife died within a week of each other, stricken by a 
great calamity, but two months after the death of 
Ethel’s husband. Baby Ethel was taught from her 
first lisp to call me ‘Uncle. My house was her 
home. When the young mother, worn out with 
grief, followed her loved ones to the grave, her last 
glance was one of trust in me and my wife; her last 
words, ‘I know you will take care of my baby.’ 

“You say Ethel Moore is not my daughter—no 
relation tome. I loved her grandparents as I would 
hav loved my father and mother had I ever known 
them. No brother and sister could hav been dearer 
to me than were George Moore and his wife, Ethel 
Finley. No blood relationship hav I ever known; 
but I claim Ethel Moore as my niece, my grand- 
daughter, my daughter, what you will, by all the 
laws of love and gratitude that heaven has made and 
earth has abused. She has been born to me through 
the holiest passions of which the human heart is 
capable.” 

The doctor paused. The preacher fidgeted. John 
Gastar had forgotten his high and holy smirk; his 
face expressed only interest in the story he had 
heard. Dr. Parks continued: * 

“Ethel inherits from her father a tendency to 
heart disease. I hav hoped by constant care to 
counteract it; and I can scarcely pardon you, Gastar, 
for what you hav done. I told you something of 
this when I gave my consent to your engagement 
with Ethel." 

Gastar commenced stammering an excuse; but the 
restless evangelist cut in and stopped him. l 

* You say, Dr. Parks, the parents of Miss Moore 
are dead; but you mentioned another daughter of 
Dr. Finley—Miss Moore's aunt, of course. Is she 
living? 1f she is, she, as nearest relativ, is certainly 
the proper guardian for her niece." 

The little man stopped walking up and down the 
room and stood before his host. Dr. Parks groaned. 
. “That, too?” he said. “You must know it all?" 

“I wish to know if Miss Moore's aunt is living.” 

“ Yes, she’s living.” 

* Where? Somewhere near?" | 

“Within a few miles.” 

* Giv me her exact address ;-I will visit her.” 

* Your visit will be useless. Laura Finley sees no 
one but her physician and her nurse.” 
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** You see her, no doubt?” 

“I do. I saw her yesterday. She sat with her 
knees pressed against the wall She had torn at the 
plastering til her fingers were dripping with blood. 
She was trying to find her way into heaven by a 
roundabout road since she has committed ihe unpar- 
donable sin, and the gate is closed against her. That 
horrible idea took possession of her brain nearly 
twenty years ago, at just such another revival as you 
are conducting. Her parents died of grief; and 

- Jack Middleton, as good a man as walks the earth, 
goes through life alone. Four lives ruined by just 
such a jumping, shouting, screeching creature as you. 
Sit down—do! You madden me with your perpetual 
motion.” D 

The evangelist looked seared for an instant, but he 
said lightly, as he dropped into a chair: ‘Well, that’s 
sad, really. TIl pray for you all. But, Dr. Parks, 
don’t you see now, with such unfortunate environ- 
ments as Miss Moore's, how doubly necessary it is 
that she be converted? Ido. If she has heart dis- 
ease she is likely to be taken away at any moment. 
How essential, then, it is that she be fully prepared. 
I'll pray for her and use every endeavor to reach her 

_that.she may be converted before the terrible punish- 
ment of her poor aunt falls upon her. No doubt Miss 
Finley resisted the spirit, was proud and stubborn, 
and so God took from her the reason that she would 
not devote to his service. I’ve known of many such 
instances.” 

Dr. Parks had no answer, but how many thoughts: 
went spinning through his brain! What manner of 
antagonist was this that defied him—that chilled his 
blood? In the years of his professional life he had. 
almost forgotten the meaning of fear. He had met 
death in all his horrid or treacherous forms, battled 
with him hand to hand, and beaten him back inch by 
inch. He had been stifled by the hot breath of pes- 
tilence, and his cheek scarcely paled. He had gone 
over battle-fields while bullets whistled by him, and 
his hand never shook. He had no thought but for: 
the torn and mangled humanity about him, and the 
sorrow for the lonely ones at home. 

But now, in the presence of this creature, only so 
far removed from the four-footed life of the jungle 
as to walk upright and giv intelligible orders to his 
tailor, he was helpless as blind and manacled Samson. 
During the conversation his hand had never ceased to 
fondle the bright instruments. Now it passed over 
them lightly; now noiselessly turned them over; 
now tested their points and edges; all with the 
physician’s delicate precision and sensitiv touch. 

He reviewed the situation. He had bared the 
wounds of the past for the inspection of this stranger. 
He had shown the weakness of his best beloved, ask- 
ing compassion of this wanderer. He had striven to 
make her helplessness her defense, and her danger 
was turned into a reason for her swift destruction. 
All this by a creature whom human laws could not 
touch, and to whom reason and charity in their best. 
sense were unmeaning sounds. 

The man of science felt himself driven to the wall, 
disarmed, excepting in one way. There was but one 
thing to do. He was calm, deliberate, thoughtful. 
It was the precise thinker's grasp of the dilemma. 
He felt no anger, no more than if it had been cholera 
or yellow fever he dealt with. His hand closed softly 
about the handle of a probe as he slowly turned his 
eyes on Mr. Melrose. His thought spoke itself : 

“I believe I'd better kill you." 

There was no sign of anger or violence, but John 
Gastar rose hastily and stood before the doetor, com- 
pletely hiding the evangelist, exclaiming : 

* Dr. Parks, do you know what you are saying? 
Go away, Melrose ; go away !" 

The preacher waited for no second bidding, but 
seized his hat and fairly ran, keeping his scared eyes 
fixed on the probe. Dr. Parks laughed; Gastar 
prepared to follow his friend. 

* John,” said the doctor, “let us understand each 
‘other. No more of this, or, by the God you dis- 
honor, Pll kill you both. Ethel is under my guar- 
dianship. Shell not go again to that Babel." 

“Very well, sir; your deeds be upon your head." 

“Stop that at once! I've fathered my deeds too 
long to be preached at by you. Unless you pledge 
me your word as a man (not a Christian, you're the 
veriest caricature of Christ) to use no word of per- 
suasion with Ethel, she shall never again go out of 
my house under your care.” 

Gastar winced. His handsome face and figure 
bad captivated more than one foolish girls fancy, 
but aside from his fine exterior there was nothing in 
him that Dr. Parks desired in the husband of his ward. 
This he knew. It was only because of the tender 
fondness that could deny Ethel nothing that an en- 

- gagement of indefinit length had been consented to. 
The expression of Gastar’s face was not amiable as 
he stood hesitating. 

“T think this a downright humbug. I expect: to 
matry Ethel.” 

“Yes; I’m sorry to say I expect it too. As to your 
opinion on humbugs, I'll hear it some other time.” 

* Very well, then, I'll promis not to take her to 
church again till after we're married. But my wife 
will go where I see fit to take her," 


His splendid young manhood was a ruin. His home, 
after that night's work, was in the same retreat that 
held Laura Finley. There he walks up and down, 
singing the hymns taught him by Melrose. 

The evangelist stil goes up and down the land, 
telling his wild stories, selling his photograph and 
his hymn-books. 

Dr. Parks, standing by the graves of his best and 
dearest, remembering those two darkened ones in the 
madhouse, sighs in an agony of soul: 

“O God! O Christ! O religion! how many evils 
are committed in your name! Marerst Horwrs. 

—— —— eoe 


The Liberty of Thought and Diseussion. 
JOHN STUART MILL “ON LIBERTY.” 


It was Dr. Parke’s turn to wince under the implied 
threat, and the look on Gastar’s face supplemented 
it. Would he be willing to run the risk of harming 
Ethel to punish her guardian and salve his wounded 
dignity? He bowed a formal good morning and 
went away. i 

Dr. Parks, going about his daily work of healing 
diseased bodies, wished most fervently that the heal- 
ers of souls were not such miserable bunglers. 

Two or three days passed. Ethel had recovered 
her usual serenity, and spoke of the evening at the 
revival and her strange excitement as if it had been a 
troubled dream. Dr. Parks tried to keep her oc- 
cupied so as to obliterate, if possible, all impression 
Melrose had made. ; 

She was going to a lawn-festival at the house of a 
girlfriend. How fair and sweet she looked in her 
white dress and June roses as the doctor kissed her 
good-bye. Gastar was her escort, and he seemed to 
hav forgotten his last interview with Dr. Parks. He 
was in excellent spirits, and was very proud and 
tender of pretty Ethel. 

Dr. Parks had one exceedingly troublesome, 
though pecuniarily profitable, patient. She consid- 
ered her daily duty to herself but half done unless 
She had spoiled her physician's evening by a visit to 
herself. 'This night she went through her stereo- 
typed program. She must see the doctor. He left 
her at ten o'clock. His homeward way led him past. 
the church where Mr. Melrose’s revival was in 
progress. Long before he reached the building he 
heard the singing, shouting, and supplication of the 
crowd gathered there. He sighed as he came near 
enough to catch the words of the refrain they sang:. 

Too late, too late, will be the cry, 
Jesus of Nazareth has passed by. 

* What a slander on a mereiful God these people 
make music of!” thought the doctor. The thought 
was scarcely defined when a piercing shriek from 
within the church startled him. Then there was a 
cessation of the singing, weeping, praying, shouting ; 
and a confusion of sounds arose that the listener 
could not understand. The people were pouring out 
of the church, There were breathless questions and 
irrelevant replies. 

* 'here's something wrong in there," said the doc- 
tor. “TI go and see what it is" He entered with 
a flitting thought that this time Ethel would not be 
in the gallery. But what meant the faces he met? 
Why these exclamations, and this falling away before 
him as if he were a “ walking case” of fever? Had 
Melrose poisoned his neighbors and friends against 
him? Several persons he almost forced to stop, but 
his questions were evaded. A wide walk up the 
aisle was given Dr. Parks.. He was accustomed to a 
certain amount of deference, but this was something 
extreme. There was a group in the chancel that 
seemed to be the nucleus of the trouble, and he ad- 
vanced toward this. 

As he drew near, he caught glimpses, as the people 
shifted about, of a woman’s white drapery trailing on 
the floor from a recumbent form. _ 

* Some one fainted?” he asked. 

* We think—we hope so,” the person answered, 
then stood aside. 

Others fell back now, seeing Dr. Parks, and he 
stood still, seeing Dr. Middleton kneeling beside a 
half-disrobed form, his head and shoulders hiding 
the face of his patient. As Dr. Parks stepped behind 
him, he raised his head, saying brokenly, 

* She is dead—God help us all!” 

He turned away, meeting that instant Dr. Parks, 
who then first saw the face of the dead—Ethel Moore. 

Dr. Middleton clasped the arm of his friend, and 
stood by him silently. He had no words to offer in 
presence of the calamity that seemed to turn the 
strong man to stone. 

All sounds were hushed. The stricken man gazed 
at the dead girl, while great beads of perspiration 
rolled down his ashen face. On the other side of 
the dead, John Gastar crouched on the floor. The 
evangelist sat on a chair at a little distance. The 
other preachers stood about the altar awe-struck and 
silent. What could be said? What could be done? 
It was afterward known that John Gastar, influenced 
by the fanatical arguments of Melrose, had persuaded 
Ethel to come to the church. She, not knowing her 
weakness and danger, in her confidence in her lover 
was easily led to believe that Dr. Parks was preju- 
diced. The strange manner of worship to one who 
had been taught all she knew in the utmost calmness, 
the crowd, the heat, the light, the noise, the intense 
excitement, in short, the revival, had done its work. 

Suddenly the evangelist sprang from his chair. 
“ Let us sing ‘ Praise God from whom all blessings 
flow’ for the taking home from the paths of sin of 
this young sister. How blessed to go to heaven 
from God's own earthly tabnernacle !" 

Dr. Middleton seized him by the shoulders, and 
pushed him into his chair. “You little viper, sit 
down and hold your tongue !” 

“I too! I too!" shrieked John Gastar, and he 
sprang from. the floor, threw his arms above his 
head, and shouted out peal after peal of maniac 
laughter. The great church rang with the horrid 
sound, and the hearts of the listeners stood still 


It is not, in constitutional countries, to be appre- 
hended that the government, whether completely 
responsible to the people or not, will often attempt 
to control the expression of opinion, except when in 
doing so it makes itself the organ of the general - 
intolerance of the public. Let us suppose, therefore, 
that the government is entirely at one with the peo- 
ple, and never thinks of exerting any power of coer- 
cion unless in agreement with what it conceives to 
be their voice. But I deny the right of the people. 
to exercise such coercion, either by themselvs or by 
their government. The power itself is illegitimate. 
The best government has no more title to it than the 
worst. It is as noxious, or more noxious, when ex- 
erted in accordance with public opinion than when 
in opposition to it. 

*o* 

Strange itis that men should admit the validity 
of the arguments for free discussion, but object to 
their being '* pushed to an extreme," not seeing that 
unless the reasons are good for an extreme case, they 
are not good for any ease. Strange that they should 
imagin that they are not assuming infallibility when 
they acknowledge that there should be free discussion 
on all subjects which ean posssibly be doubtful, but 
think that some particular principle or doctrin should 
be forbidden to be questioned because it is so certain, 
that is, because they are certain that it is certain. 
To call any proposition certain while there is anyone 
who would deny its certainty if permitted, but who 
is not permitted, is to assume that we ourselvs, and 
those who agree with us, are the judges of certainty, 
and judges without hearing the other side. 


* * 


* 

Mankind can hardly be too often reminded that 
there was once a man named Socrates, between 
whom and the legal authorities and publie opinion of 
his time there took place & memorable collision. 
Born in an age and country abounding in individual 
greatness, this man has been handed down to us by 
those who best knew both him and the age as the 
most virtuous man in it. This acknowledged master 
of all the eminent thinkers who hav since lived— 
whose fame, still growing after more than two thou- 
sand years, all but outweighs the whole remainder of 
the names which make his nativ city illustrious—was 
put to death by his countrymen, after a judicial convie- 
tion, for impiety and immorality. Impiety in deny- 
ing the gods recognized by the state; indeed, his 
accuser asserted (see the “ Apologia”) that he be- 
lieved in no gods at all. Immorality in being by his 
doctrins and instructions a * corrupter of youth.” Of 
these charges the tribunal, there is every ground for 
believing, honestly found him guilty, and condemned 
the man who probably of all then born had deserved 
best of mankind, to be put to death as a criminal. 

* * 


The assumption on which this [the refusal to re- 
ceive an Atheist’s oath] is grounded is that the oath is 
worthless of a person who does not believe in a future 
state, a proposition which betokens much ignorance 
of history in those who assent to it (since it is his- 
torically true that a large proportion of Infidels in 
all ages bav been persons of distinguished integrity 
and honor), and would be maintained by no one who 
had the smallest conception how many of the per- 
sons in greatest repute with the world, both for vir- 
tues and for attainments, are well known, at least to 
their intimates, to be unbelievers. The rule, besides, 
is suicidal, and cuts away its own foundation. Under 
pretense that Atheists must be liars, it admits the 
testimony of all Atheists who are willing to lie, and 
rejects only those who brave the obloquy of publicly 
confessing a detested creed rather than affirm a false- 
hood. A rule thus self-convicted of absurdity so far 
as regards its professed purpose can be kept in force 
only as a badge of hatred, a relic of persecution—a 
persecution, too, having the peculiarity that the qual- 
ification for undergoing it is the being clearly proved 
not to deserve it. The rule, and the theory it 
implies, are hardly less insulting to believers than to 
Infidels. For if he who does not believe in a future 
state necessarily lies, it follows that they who do be- 
lieve are only prevented from lying, if prevented 
they are, by the fear of hell We will not do the 
authors and abettors of the rule the injury of sup- 
posing that the conception which they hav formed 
of Christian virtue is drawn from their own con- 
sciousness, 
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Virginia. 

The coat of arms suggested by our artist for Vir- 
ginia is very appropriate. 
under Virginia law that Mrs. Slenker is being prose- 
cuted, but it is Virginia district-attorneys, commis- 
sioners, and grand jurors who hav forced her into 
the United States court. 

A little while ago, down in the southwest part of 
Virginia, in Mrs. Slenker’s town, one of the most in- 
telligent of the farm wives of the vicinity began to 
churn the accumulated cream from her dairy. She 
churned all day, but no butter rewarded her efforts, 
and she upbraided the hired girl, saying that the 
cream had been bewitched by the girl. The servant 
was angry at being called a witch, and left her mis- 
tress’s service. A neighbor came in, and, learning of 
the trouble, procured a horseshoe, hung it on the 
churn, and the butter formed in a few moments! 

It is the dense ignorance of the community in 
. which she livs that makes Mrs. Slenker’s position 
peculiarly dangerous. The people down there know 
nothing of what is going on the world, and liv in an 
atmosphere of intense prejudice against radicalism in 
any form. A’ jury drawn from their number is 
scarcely more fit to judge Mrs. Slenker than a jury 
of John Calvins would be to judge the late Charles 


Darwin. 
———_—_—_—2-1-e_______. 


The Infidels of England. 

. The National Secular Society is a compact and 

well organized body, under the shrewd leadership of 
Charles Bradlaugh, and is a political as well as social 
force of no small power in England. Once a year 
the society holds a conference corresponding to a 
congress of the American Secular Union, at which 
reports are made, suggestions offered, and good 
speeches listened to. The conference this year was 
held in Rochdale, May 29th, a report of which has 
just reached us through the National Reformer. 
ighty-three delegates officially represented fifty-one 
societies, while a score or two more towns were rep- 
resented by visiting Freethinkers, including one 
whose home is in South Africa. 

The report of the executiv, read by the president, 
disclosed the following encouraging items: New 
members enrolled during the year, 505 ; new societies 
formed, 6—one of these being at Belfast, Ireland ; 
cash in hand, general fund, £155 17s. 7d; benevolent 
fund, £39 19s. 7d; propagandist fund, £35 0s. 7d. 
The benevolent and propagandist funds benefited 
during the year by & bequest from Mr. Maillaud to 
the amount of £8 and £101 respectivly. Thirty 
children of Freethinking parents were withdrawn 
from religious instruction in the Board schools of the 
Metropolitan district, under the provisions of the 
Education act passed in 1870. The executiv urges 
upon all the members of the societies their duties in 
this regard, and regrets that so-few Freethinkers 
avail themselvs of the privileges of the act. The 
Manchester Branch has purchased a hall for £1,645, 
and the Freethinkers of the city, to the number of 


It is true that it is not’ 


one thousand, hav subscribed £1 shares in payment. 
A legacy of £500 will probably be used to liquidate 
the balance of the debt. Forty branches showed an 
aggregate income of over two thousand pounds. 
Sixty branches failed to report in time. The litera- 
ture committee, presided over by Mrs. Besant, re- 
ported a larger distribution of Freethought and 
political literature than during any previous year. 
The students graduating from the science classes 
maintained by their proficiency the high character of 
the school, and three branches increased the number 
of students graduating. A deficiency of £44 1s. was 
incurred by the school, borne personally by Mr. 
Bradlaugh and Mrs. Besant. 

From the Parliamentary standpoint, says the re- 
port, the year has been of very high importance to 
the Freethought party. A “bill for the abolition of 


prosecutions against laymen for the expression of. 


opinion on matters of religion” has been intro- 
duced by Mr. Courtney Kenny, and is down for a 
second reading on July 6th. Mr. Bradlaugh has in- 
troduced a bill substituting affirmations for oaths in 
all cases where oaths are required by law. This 
bill Mr. Bradlaugh is pushing from day to day, 
whenever opportunity occurs. On the question 
of its second reading a handsome majority of one 
hundred and four was obtained in its favor, and 
the bill is now treated as a party measure. The 
government, though not favorable to the success of 
the bill, has left it an open question for the House 
to decide. 
materially improved, and the Freethinkers of the 
kingdom are requested to urge their members to 
vote for it. 

The executiv reported to the Conference that the 


General Council of the International Federation of 


Freethinkers would hold its annual Congress in 
London on September 10th, 11th, and 12th. The 
Freethinkers of India send word that they hav been 
sufficiently activ during the year to compel the enmity 
of the missionary press. The inauguration of the 
monument to Giordano Bruno has been delayed by 
the refusal of the Roman municipality to grant the 
necessary site, and it is not probable that this decision 
will be reversed for at least a year, as at the last elec- 
tion in the city too many Christians obtained office. 

Mr. Bradlaugh was reélected president of the 
society; Mr. W. H. Reynolds, treasurer, and R. 
Forder, secretary. In returning thanks for the con- 
fidence expressed by his IeeieoHon, Mr. Bradlaugh 
said: 


* As far as my Parliamentary work is concerned, it is 
purely political. I hav in Parliament no right of advocacy 
of our views unless they are attacked and need defense; but 
I hav the duty to the party which trusts me of striving to 
win for it equal justice before the law, and, if the law be un- 
fair, of striving to modify it-so as to make it fair and equal 
for all. I should like, if it be the pleasure of the Free- 
thought party speaking by its annual Conferences, to remain 
your president until two matters in Parliament hav been set- 
tled. First, the controversy on oaths, until every man who 
desires to affirm has the right to affirm without challenge. 
Secondly, until the blasphemy laws hav been abolished. I 
shall never feel quite happy in my seat in the House while I 
am the president of a body of men and women who are sub- 
ject to disabilities imposed on no other party in the country. 
One good friend bade me beware of the injurious possibility 
of flattery. I fancy it will seldom come without being ac- 
companied by a good deal of its opposit, and if it should, I 
hav swallowed, I think, sufficient of the antidote in the past 
to prevent any of the injurious effects of the poison. You 
hav given me again for one year your trust. I ask you to 
remember that without your willing consent and activ help 
you will hav conferred on me an empty grant, a useless au- 
thority. I hav no authority save such as comes from your 
love, from your sympathy. And I need it all. Remember 
also that you hav your work to do in the coming year, as I 
hav mine. The Freethought party is more noticed than it 
ever was before, and you ought to work vigorously in all po- 
litical, municipal, and loca] business. You ought to fight 
with every fair weapon that you can find, and so win and 
maintain a good position. I can only help you as you help 
yourselvs. I hav no force save such as you giv mé. But 
for this coming year I will use the position you hav given me 
as I judge it can best be used for the good of the party, sub- 
ject to your verdict on the using when I come to you again.” 


In regard to the Blasphemy bill which Mr. Court- 
ney Kenny is pressing in Parliament, the Conference 
requested Mr. Bradlaugh to obtain the omission 
of the clause which we quoted some weeks ago, and 
if unable to procure this, or such modification as to 
render it harmless, then the Freethought party de- 
sired him to oppose the bill. The clause is as fol- 
lows: 

** Provided moreover that any person who, with the inten- 
tion of wounding the religious feelings of any person or per- 
sons, shall in any public place utter any word, or make any 


The prospects of the bill are regarded as 


gesture, or exhibit any object within the hearing or sight of 
any person or persons whose religious feelings are likely to 
be thereby Wounded, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor ; and 
on being convicted thereof, shall be liable to fine or impris- 
onment, or both, as the court may award, such imprison- 
ment not to exceed the term of one year.” 

The president agreed to fulfil the wishes of the 
Conference, and would state in Parliament on July 
6th that the National Secular Society opposed the 
bill if this clause is retained. It was the first time, 
he said, that a decision given by the Freethought 
party would be repeated in the House of Commons. 
He did not think the bill could pass at this session in 
any event. For the Affirmation bill he had more 
hope. , 

The idea gathered from reading of the work of the 
National Secular Society for the past year is that the 
Freethinkers of England report to the world, Prog- 
ress. This society is the practical force of heresy in 
England, and as a support to Mr. Bradlaugh is in- 
valuable. In him the party concentrates itself, and 
through him becomes a political power. We con- 
gratulate our English brethren upon their leader, and 
their leader upon possessing such stanch supporters. 

But Englishmen should not forget to acknowledge 
the effectiv labors of W. Stewart Ross, the brilliant 
editor of the Secular Review, and of G. W. Foote, 
the martyred editor of the Freethinker. Though not 
political, their work is no less necessary, and its 
results not.smaller, perhaps, than that of the sturdy 


champion whose name is oftenest upon men’s lips. 
; o 


Great Cry and Little Wool. 
Àt last the Andover Board of Visitors hav ren- 


dered their decision in the heresy cases, and it is 


adverse to one professor only. The decision is as 
follows: 

“ At a meeting of the Visitors of the Theological Institution 
in Phillips Academy, in Andover, held June 4, 1887, the com- 
plaint, as amended, against Egbert C. Smythe, D.D., Brown 
professor of ecclesiastical history in said institution, the an- 
swer thereto, the evidence laid before them, and the argu- 
ments in behalf of the complainants and respondent: were 
further considered by the Visitors, and tbey find that the 
Egbert C. Smythe, as such professor, maintains and incul- 
cates beliefs inconsistent with and repugnant to the creed of 
said institution and the statutes of the same and contrary to 
the true intent of the founders thereof, as expressed in said 
statutes, in the following particulars, as charged in said 
amended complaint, to wit: 

* That the Bible is not the only perfect rule of faith and 
practice, but is fallible and untrustworthy even in some of 
its religious teachings; that no man has power or capacity 
to repent without knowledge of God in Christ, and that 
there is and will be probation after death for all men who do 
not decisivly reject Christ during the earthly life; and there- 
upon they do adjudge and decree that the said Egbert C. 
Smythe be and he hereby is removed from the office of 
Brown professor of ecclesiastical history in said institution, 
and said office is hereby declared vacant. 

* Voted—' That the secretary notify the said Egbert C. 
Smythe, the complainants, and the trustees of Phillips 
Academy of the foregoing findings and the action thereon by 
the Visitors." 

At the same meeting it was decided that the 
charges against the following associate professors 
were not sustained: William J. Tucker, Bartlett 
professor of sacred rhetoric; John W. Churchill, | 
Jones professor of elocution; George Harris, Abbot 
professor of Christian theology, and Edward Y. 
Hincks, Smith professor of biblical theology, sever- 
ally, in the said institution. 

Professor Smythe will carry the case to the 
supreme court of Massachusetts, and the end is not 
yet. The question for the court to decide is not 
whether the views and teachings of the professors 
are contrary to the historic creeds of the church, nor 
whether they are contrary to the creeds of the 
churches in eastern Massachusetts when the seminary 
was established, but whether they are contrary to 
the views which the founders embodied in the creed 
that they prescribed as the test of the doctrinal 
soundness of all who should occupy chairs of instruc- 
tion in the seminary. If Mr. Smythe is off color in 
his views, he ought not to ask the orthodox to pay 
him money for teaching his heresy. It is true that 
in this case the difference between him and the 
Board of Visitors is only the difference between 
tweedle-dee and tweedle-dum, but to hair-splitting 
sectarians that difference is something immense, and 
has before now been the cause of much pious blood- 
letting. 

By their decision the Board of Visitors hav dog- 
matically affirmed that the Bible is a perfect rule of 
practice as well as faith, and that the heathen whom 
God has mercifully kept from possessing a knowl- 


edge of Christ will all go to hell Touching this 
last, the affirmation is but one remove from idiocy— 
for who knows anything about the matter at all? 
Touching the first, we venture to say that the 
Andover Board of Visitors dare not usé the Bible as 
a rule of practice. . They dare not follow the example 


of any of the Old Testament. unworthies, for fear of | 


the state prison, nor would they dare to do as Christ 
did, because they would be put in some county 
workhouse as tramps. 

The trial and decision simply show what a farce it 
is to frame a creed in one generation which the next 
will riddle with ridicule. Endeavoring to split the 
bairs of the whiskers on the face of the man in the 
moon with a meat-ax is & common sense pastime 
eompared with the theological hair-splitting of the 
professors and Board of Visitors of Andover Sem- 


inary. 
A Great Discovery by a “Great” Journal. 

It would be much better, says the World, to repeal 
obsolete laws than to permit them to remain as dead- 
letters on the statute book. .Our daily contemporary 
is moved - to thus remark because the District of Co- 
lumbia commissioners, in their effort to revive the 
Sunday laws, hav found that the penalty for blas- 
phemy in that locality is boring the tongue, branding 
the forehead, and death. . 

This is a great discovery for a daily paper to 
make. In regard to the treatment of hereties by the 
religious the “great” journals are usually stupen- 
dously ignorant, and therefore silent. If they note 
the punishment of. a blasphemer at all, they content 
themselvs with saying he is a “vulgar blackguard,” 
and pass on to the important question of whether a 
floor-washer in a government office shall be a mug- 
wump, Democrat, or Republican, or whether the last 

- fish the president caught weighed: three pounds, or 
three pounds and a quarter. We are pleased that 
one paper has opened its eyes for a moment, though 
it will probably go to sleep again immediately. . 

Col. Robert G. Ingersoll discovered this ancient 
statute a good many years ago, and Tae Trura 
Sruxer has unearthed others just as unjust, but they 
are still retained on the statute books and spasmod- 
ically enforced without any protest from the great 
journals whose editors’ time is chiefly occupied in 
assigning reporters to ascertain how many times a 
day Mr. Cleveland has his boots blacked, or whether 
his wife’s poodle dog kills chickens. 
£ — ——————9—$——— ——-———— 

Two of a Kind. 
The Western, Watchman, a Roman Catholic paper 

' published in St. Louis, says: 

** Protestantism.— We would draw and quarter it. We 
would empale and hang it up for crow's meat. We would 
tear it with pincers and fire it with hot irons. We would 
fill it with molten lead and sink it in a hundred fathoms of 
hell-fire, but would not lay an ungentle hand on a hair in a 
Protestant’s head.” 

The Protestant journal which brings this gentle 
sentiment to the notice of the Eastern publie adds : 

* We would hate to trust ourselvs in many a country in 
this world in the hands of a man belonging to an infallible 
church, the church of St. Bartholomew and the auto-da-fé, 
whose rhetoric would reach so sanguinary a hight as this. 
We fear that to make sure of drawing and quartering Prot- 
estantism, and of impaling and hanging it up for crow’s 
meat, of tearing it with pincers and firing it with hot irons, 
it would be conceived to be the best way to subject Protest- 
ants to all these things.” 

The inference from this is that Romanism has in 
the past possessed the monopoly of persecution, and 
that Protestantism has been the abused and never 
the abuser. But this same journal chuckled over 
the conviction of Mr: Reynolds, and pronounced 
blasphemy laws good. It would, without doubt, 
mete to blasphemy as severe punishment as the 
Western Watchman would to Protestantism, and 
would go further than that sanguinary publication 
and punish the blasphemer himself when he “ out- 
rages the religious sentiment of the Christian com- 
munity.” We would hate to trust ourselvs in many 
a town in this country controled by the Protestant 
church—the church of Geneva’s flame, of Sonoy’s 
Holland torture chamber, of the Arminian and Ana- 
baptist persecution, of the apologists of religious per- 
seeution—Knox, Luther, Calvin, and Beza—of the 
Quaker-killing Puritans, of the slave-selling and 
whipping and murdering Methodists—whose zeal for 
its religion led it to enact blasphemy laws to sup- 
press Infidels. We know from the record that its 
hatred to blasphemy leads it to fine and imprison and 
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torture Infidels, and we fear that if -it possessed the 
power every Infidel would be.served as some hav 
been. 


Tt is a historical fact that every Tora Christian 


sect has persecuted and been persecuted in turn, and 
that they all unite in persecuting the Infidel. 


Treason. ' 
The Reformed Presbyterian church synod recently 


met at Newburgh, N. Y., and among the subjects 
discussed was the relation of church and state, and 
the acknowledgment of “ God” in the United States 
Constitution. 


The conclusion of the synod upon 
this subject was embodied in the following resolution, 


which was adopted : 


** Resolved, That we will endeavor to teach more forcibly 
the duty of our nation to God and the Bible view of civil 
government, and will make our teaching more emphatie 
against the Infidelity of the civil government, and will main- 
tain our position of political dissent in refusing our electiv 


franchise to put into office men who are bound by their 


official oath to support the Constitution of the United States, 


and we will become responsible for suffrage only when 


they become responsible to Christ by their official oath.” 
This is negativ treason, and might easily become 
positiv should one of these pious fellows be elected 
to office. No doubt, in such an event, he would use 
his power to overthrow our supreme law, and sub- 


| stitute therefor the will of his supreme being—said 


will being interpreted by himself. 

The Constitution, in these days, seems to be re- 
garded very little, every two-dollar- -a-year , official, 
whether state or federal, setting his opinion up as 
superior to its written limitations, but nevertheless it 
is better as it is than as the Presbyterians would 
make it. We therefore derive great comfort from 
the fact that the “National Reform Party" is as 
weak in numbers as it is strong in bigotry, and as 
powerless in politics as its God is impotent in human 
affairs. l l 

What Will They Do? 

The New York Herald is vexing the Roman Cath- 
olie followers of the late Labor mayoralty candidate 
of this city by propounding a few conundrums. The 
Herald suggests that as the land theories of Mr. 
George hav been examined by the church and con- 
demned, though not officially, as unsound, a further 
holding of them by Roman Catholics will bring on a 
conflict with the church. What the Catholics ought 
to do in this case is conundrum number one. The 
Herald also suggests that whereas Mr. George de- 
clares that if the Irish landlords really own their vast 
estates they hav a perfect right to evict their tenants, 
his Irish followers must needs giv up their allegiance 
to Parnell and the cause of Home Rule. Will the 
Irish sympathizers cease their sympathizing, or avow 
that the Irish landlords do not really own their land? 
is conundrum number two. 

These are pertinent inquiries, and deserve an ex- 
plicit answer. If the pope, speaking ea cathedra, 
and therefore infallibly, condemns the land theory of 
Mr. George, no Catholie can believe the theory, and 
remain & Catholic, any more than he could remain & 
Catholic if he accepted any dogma of Protestant- 
ism which the church condemns. And if the Irish 
landlords do really own their land, then they hav the 
right to do as they please with it—charge what they 
like for its occupancy, and let whom they will cultivate 
it. The land question of Ireland, under such condi- 
tions, must become a question of charity on the part 
of the landlords and not one of right on the part of 
the tenants. 

As we said, the Herald’s inquiries are pertinent, 
and deserve an answer. Dr. McGlynn, as the most 
intellectual Catholic in the George following, and a 
vociferous pleader for the Irish tenantry, should giv 


them consideration and reply. 
——— — —--9———————— 


Editorial Notes. 


Tur managers of the museums of this city are a smart lot 
of hypocrits. They hav been quietly at work at Albany and 
obtained the omission of the clause requiring them to keep 
open on Sundays from the bill giving them additional annual 
appropriations, and Governor Hill has signed it. He has 
also signed a bill giving the Metropolitan museum $312,000 
for new buildings. It is to be hoped the Board of Estimate 
and Apportionment of this city will be less pliable than the 
governor and the country deacons of the legislature. 


Mr. W. L. Wits, of Kokomo, Indiana, has published a 


leaflet sounding the alarm against the encroachments of 
priestcraft upon the liberties of the people, one hundred 


copies of which he sends for twenty-five cents. The counts 
in Mr. Willis’s indictment of the church are so forcibly drawn 


nearly all pronounced Infidels ?” 
not, because Dr. McGlynn’s associates are “the publicans and 


z 


«oo 


that conviction can be secured upon each and every one. 
They are: Endeavoring to put “ God" in the Constitution ; 
the enactment and enforcement of blasphemy laws; the en- 
actment and enforcement of laws observing a pagan Sab- 
“bath ; 
personal liberty, and violating the natural rights of the citi- 
zens of the country. Mr. Willis is an earnest Freethinker, 
and is advancing the welfare of humanity in many ways. ` 


the enactment and enforcement of laws restricting 


THE Connecticut folks are not to be deprived of their Sun- 


day papers, after all. 'The railroad commissioners hav de- 
cided to allow newspaper trains to run through the Nutmeg 
state early Sabbath mornings, as an act of necessity and 
mercy! The ungodly Winsted Press thinks this attempt to 
fool the Lord by making him think that Sunday newspapers 
are & necessity will fatten the fires of hades, but we disagree 
with Mr. Pinney. Sunday papers, or anything else that dis- 


tracts the attention from immediate surroundings, are clearly 


a mercy to the unfortunate mortals compelled to liv in such 
a state as Connecticut. 


* Is is not just a little singular," asks the New York Star, 
t that those with whom Dr. McGlynn has become most inti- 
mately associated in the course of his new crusade are 
Henry George thinks it is 


sinners” of the Christian renaissance.” But there are better 
reasons than this, or rather there are good reasons, for this is 
no reason at all. The movement which has forced Messrs. 
George and McGlynn into prominence is no revival of an an- 
tique Christianity, buta protest against the iniquities inflicted 
upon society by that system of religion. The labor move- 
ment was here before Mr. George was. The leaders of it 
wanted something—but how they were to get it they scarcely 
knew. Mr. George came along and offered his theory, just 
as the Socialists and Communists and Anarchists offered 
their theories. The agitation going on in behalf of the rent- 


-racked tenantry of Ireland helped emphasize the land ques- 


tion, and the labor people accepted Mr. George and his no- 
tions. Mr. George was also well known in Newspaper Row, 
and he was by long odds the most available candidate for 
mayor the Labor party could find. Dr. McGlynn’s fight 
with his church has since kept the pot boiling, and whoever 
originated the Anti-Poverty Society, with McGlynn at the 
top, had a shrewd head. The reason so many Infidels are 
connected with the movement is because they all liked a po- 
litical campaign with ideas in it; they hoped that the move- 
ment would be a training-school for voters, so that through 
peaceful means à change for the better in society might be 
brought around. They believe in progress; they work for 
reform; they are about the only honest friends of the poor, 
that is, themselvs; they are not bound by custom nor tradi- 
tion; they are free to think, and do think; they hav the 
courage of their convictions, and will vote as they talk. In 
every movement which even promises to help humanity the 
Infidels are always at the front. They may be mistaken and 
misplace their confidence, but their zeal for the right, their 
enthusiasm for progress, their love of justice, lead them into 
social as well as religions reformations. That is the reason 
why many of the associates of Dr. McGlynn are Infidels—not 
because they are publicans and sinners trying to exhume a 
buried phase of a religion which from the year of our Lord 1 
to 1887 has been a hindrance to the world in all its phases. 


Tue order of the War department to restore to all the 
states, including those that were in rebellion, the flags capt- 
ured in the late civil war, has led to a big rumpus, and the 
president has rescinded the order. General Fairchild, of 
Wisconsin, was the first. to violently attract public attention 
to the order. He addressed a G. A. R. post, and during his 
speech invoked this malediction : 

** May God palsy the hand that wrote the order! May God palsy 
the brain that conceived it, and may God palsy the tongue that 
dictated it !” 

The Grand Army of the Republic all over the country 
took the matter up, and Ohio veterans engaged lawyers in 
Washington to obtain an injunction restraining the War de- 
partment from carrying out the order. Asa sample of the 
sentiment animating the war veterans, the following stanzas 
from asong sung at a G. A. R. meeting in Des Moines, Iowa, 
will do: 

** We will never harm the man who rules this mighty land, 

Though he gave us open insult with an open hand, 


But he never can review the dear old army grand, 
When we go marching in Dixie. 


** We are for the Union still—the starry flag so true— 
We can stand the grays on deck if they'll let us wear the blue 
And consent that we were right when we licked the rebel orew 
As we went marching in Dixie. 


* Hurrah! hurrah ! we'll meet the rebel crew, 
Hurrah ! hurrah ! just a8 we used to do, 
And we'll stand by Tuttle till we see him safely through, 
While he goes marching in Dixie." 

This incident of the flags has put the complete reconcilia- 
tion of the two sections back about a decade. It shows that 
the North still keeps the war memories warm, and this 
knowledge will further embitterthe South, and she will draw 
back the hand extended for peace. The order was ill con- 
ceived, for the patriotic sentiments of the men who saved the 
Union should be respected, but it looks rather small for the 
magnificent Army of the Republic to make such a fuss after 
the order was issued. On the narrow ground of sectional- 
ism, even, the North could afford to let the flags go, and if 
the return of the banners would hav brought the two por- 
tions of the country nearer in sentiment, the act would hav 
borne the richest fruit possible. Humanity is one, and good 
feeling among brethren is worth more than all the war senti- 
ment in the world. ‘‘ Patriotism,” said Dr. Johnson, ‘is 
the last resort of the scoundrel,” and the ‘‘ patriotism” that 
would keep alive sectional] enmity in this country was never 
better described. 
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Letters from friends. 


San Jose, CAL., June 1, 1887. 
Mz. Eprror: Has John L. Brooks accepted the offer made 
him by C. J. Curtis, of Bradford, Pa., of $100 to get up a 
real, tangible spirit, that could be felt of, handled, etc.? 
Curtis has got him there, I think? Samos Parsons. 


STELLA, Wasu. T., May 21, 1887. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed in this please find $5—three for the 
renewal of Tux TaurH SEEKER, and the rest for inclosed 
order of books. I hav taken Tux 'TaurH SEEKER from its 
first copy; I like the paper and its principles; I am inter- 
ested in the cause of Liberalism and am ready to help to sup- 
port it as far.as Iam able. F. C. SOHARNHORST. 


Sioux Farts, D. T., June 6, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror : The books sent for are received. Inclosed find 
draft to pay for them, also $1 for the American Secular 
Union, and $2 for the Defense Fund of Elmina. I believe 
every Liberal, rich or poor, should do something, according 
to his means, for her defense, no matter how little. I am 
comparativly a poor man, but if it be necessary she can draw 
on me for as much more—two or three dollars. When will 

' there be an end to this Comstock inquisition ? 

N. S. Jounson. 
Grano Raprps, Miom., May 31, 1887. 

. Mm. Eprror: Does not this foolish persecution of Mr. Rey- 
nolds and the noble Mrs. Slenker show that the church and 
its teachings do make either Christian or criminal of every 
person in the land? The state has no right to force anyone 
to be either Christian or criminal, and we would be 8 thou- 

: sand times better off without either one. Is it not strange 

that God cannot take care of his blasphemers yet without 

ihe help of men, &nd bad men at that ? Cuas. SAOH. . 


Frenontown, Nes., May 31, 287. 

Me Eprror: My blood boils when I think of Elmina 
Slenker's case. I shall send for some of her books if that 
` will help her any, and all who call themselvs Liberals should 
do so, if it is only à small amount. 

We like your suggestions as regards Ingersoll for the presi- 
dential candidate. The Liberals would vote for him toa 
man, woman, and child. The Republicans would follow 
suit; the temperance party and one-half the Knights of La- 
bor and many Democrats would do likewise. He will, without 
a doubt, be the strongest man that can possibly be put in the 
field. Should he be elected, then we will see those ‘‘ piping 
times of peace” that we hav heard of so many years but 
never realized. Mary Barrp-Finou. 


SEwARD, NEB., May 23, 287. 
` Me. Eprror: We hav a town of over two thousand inhab- 
jtants, and seven or eight churches, as near as I can guess. 
Preaching is done in all of them all the time, yet the Liberal 
element holds good. I was strongly solicited a few days 
since to donate for another gospel edifice. I declined, giving 
the deacon my reason for declining. First, I had no religion, 
~ never had, neither did I want any. In the second place, it 
‘was teaching absurdities to the youth, such as devils, gods, 
ghosts, angels, etc., which no living being knows anything 
` about, nor ever will. In the third place, it is a fraud on our 
government to put our property into a church where it is 
exempt from taxation. Iam worth one thousand dollars ; it 
is assessed to help run our institutions and government. If 
Iput the thousand dollars ina gospel shop, where is the 
revenue ? i 
The above were my reasons. 


He left. H. L. Bovzs. 


HoxzNrros, CAL., May 2, m.m. 287. 
Mr. Eprror: Please find inclosed $5 for two years’ sub- 
scription. We expect & boom in this county soon. It is 
generally believed that the great Fremont grant is about to 
change hands. The names of the purchasers are a sufficient 
guarantee that it will be worked, when some of the richest 
mines in the state will again be opened. Owing to litigation, 
they hav been lying idle about twenty years. When the 
change takes place, there will be a rush back of many of the 
old residents, besides new-comers. Then I will make an 
. effort to obtain new subscribers for Taz TRUTH SEEKER and 
other Freethought journals. The pictures are splendid, and 
' are read by many who do not read English, but hav them 
explained. I think that if the pictures were put in book 
form each year, with short explanations and appropriate 
verses from the good book, they would readily sell. With 
best wishes to Tur TRurH SEEKER and all its friends, I 

' remain, Very truly yours, R. W. BanonorT. 


EvrEKA, May 8, 1887. 

Mz. Eprror: Inclosed please find $5 to pay for your val- 
uable paper for two more years. It has become one of the 
family necessities with us. I would hav been more prompt, 
but hav Changed locations, and waited to make a permanent 
settlement before renewing. I would be more than glad to 
get subscribers for your paper, but genuin Liberals are hard 
to find in our vicinity. 

Those pictures are good for dyspepsia—better than allo- 
pathic pills! Long liv Watson Heston! We are puzzled to 
understand why the monkey is represented in so many of the 
pictures. I think Sarai was too generous to hold out, by the 
expression of her countenance in the last picture. 

‘Now, to put aside joking, I think every true Liberal should 
awake to the dangers that are threatening all who do not 
bow to some creed. Why cannot some one who has infiu- 
ence and opportunity place Colonel Ingersoll’s name before 
the public as a candidate for the presidency at. the coming 
election? I do not think there is a man in the United States 
more capable than he is of filling the position of president. 


-pictures add.a great deal to the value of the paper. 


Brother-Liberals, let us unite before it is forever too late to 
save ourselvs from a tyrant a thousand times worse than 
death! I scatter my papers, in hopes of doing some good 
in that. way; for whoever sees the pictures will be obliged to 
think in spite of themselvs, and hasten the day when super- 
stition’s reign shall be over. W. V. Corer. 


EvnaNEs, Ky., May 21, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: I take this method, through Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, to return thanks for the receipt of sample copies of 
the following Liberal papers: Monroe’s Ironclad Age, In- 
dianapolis, Indiana; the Open Court, Chicago, Ill.; the Lib- 
eral, Nashville, Tenn., Ella E. Gibson, editor; the American 
Nonconformist, Winfield, Kan. ; Lucifer, Valley Falls, Kan.; 
Liberty, Boston, Mass. ; Secular Thought, Toronto, Ont. We 
hav received also a printed circular from C. Garwood, Balti- 
more, Md., asking contributions to ‘‘ Elmina,” a lady who is 
* in jail" awaiting a trial on the charge of circulating ob- 
scene matter in the mails. Iam not wealthy, but liberal to 
unfortunate cases. E. C. Walker and Lillian Harman ask 
Contributions to aid in rebellion against the civil laws of 
Kansas. They set up self-law on marriage, and bid defiance 
to state authorities. We are liberal, but we do not propose 
to be so liberal as to aid and comfort those who imprudently 
get into such unnecessary extremes of breaking civil laws 
and bidding defiance to constituted authorities. We know 
not the guilt or innocence of Elmina, what she put in the 
mails, nor whether she meant ‘‘lewdness” or had “lewd 
motivs.” Neither can we tell the lady's Condition that neces- 
sitated her labor in the field of sexual physiology. I take 
the firm stand that civil laws, passed by the law-making 


powers of our republic, though within themselvs they may. 


be impolitic and unjust, should be respected by all persons 
until they are repealed by the power that made them; and, 
while I feel for any lady “in jail" for any crime, I retain, 
as my chief political duty, supreme regard for our republican 
form of government. W. Baxer, M.D. 


: Sr. Louis, Mo., May 17, 1887. 

Mr. Epitor: Tae TRUTH SEEKER is a weekly visitor at. my 
house, and is read with great interest by all. Mr. Heston’s 
They 
are an index to Tue "TRUTH SEEKER, and cannot escape the 
Christians’ eyes. Besides, it would take a volume to express 
the idea of each picture by words. 

St. Louis is not far behind in the ranks of Liberalism and 
Freethought. A year ago we organized ‘‘ The Society for 
Ethical Culture of St. Louis,” with a membership of ninety 
activ members, which has increased since to two hundred. 
We hav a permanent lecturer in Mr. W. L. Sheldon (a stu- 
dent of Professor Adler, of New York), who delivers his 
addresses every Sunday morning in one of the finest halls in 
the city. A Sunday-school for the children has also been 
organized, and is in a flourishing condition. Christians are 
admitted free to both lecture and Sunday-school. 

The Germans hav also a Freethought society (Freie 
Gemeinde) here, which was organized many years ago by 
the pioneer Freethought lecturer and writer Edward Schroe- 
ter, of Sauk City, Wis. They hava fine hall, and the society 
is doing good work. i 

With regret I read in the last TRUTH SEEKER that the hands 
of Comstock hav made another Freethought martyr. But I 
hope the Freethinkers will come forward and defend an 
aged and deserving woman in the hour of need. Mrs. Slen- 
ker has always defended our cause, and is worthy of assist- 
ance. Inclosed find $2 for the Slenker Defense Fund, and 
$3 to pay the fare of Taz TRUTH SEEKER from New York 
to St. Louis for another year. G. H. Sonxzr. 

SAORAMENTO, Car., May 25, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: You will remember that some time since I 
took the liberty to to write a short article for the grand old 
Turn SEEKER in regard to strikes, etC., that were occurring 
in different cities throughout the Union. About that time it 
seems that certain parties had taken exceptions to what I 
said, consequently I hav received & number of letter from 
different ones, some of them quite threatening; but the 
writers do not giv their names, so I cannot reply to them di- 
rect. 'This is my apology for penning these lines for your 
paper. ; 

If any one has anything to say in answer to what I hav 
said or may say or write, I think it would be wise for them 
to date their letters and sign their names to them. Some do 
not comprehend what I said in my letter published in Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER, Feb. 19, 1887. Now,I wish to say justa 
few words more, and I will try and say them so plain that 
the wayfaring man, though a fool, cannot err therein; then 
every one will know just where I stand. 

First, as my last letter in your paper would indicate, I 
recognize the right of every one, both men and women, to 
decide for themselvs, without dictation or interference, when 
they shall work or cease to work, where they shall work, 
and for what wages they shall work. I also recognize the 
absolute right of any employer to decide for himself, without 
interference from any source whatsoever, whom he shall em- 
ploy or discharge; also the right to regulate and manage his 
business with perfect freedom in all particulars, provided, 
only, that he deal lawfully and justly with all men. I 
recognize the right of every father or guardian to hav his 
son or ward (respectivly) learn any lawful trade, also the 
right to learn to write and read or any other branch of edu- 
cation; and he should be subject to regulation only by the 
laws of the land. 

Now, I wish to request that if any one has anything to say 
to me in answer to this letter, he will say it to me boldly by 
signing his name and residence, 80 that I can reply to him if 
I wish to, as I do not wish to burden your paper with it: 

Mr. Putnam has been here and given two of his grand lect- 
ures. He has gone to the Yosemite Valley this week; will 


lecture here again next Sunday evening, May 29th; will 
leave for Oregon the last of next week. I had the pleasure 
of having Mr. Putnam with me while in this city. I found . 
him to be a genial and a whole-souled gentleman, and his 
lectures were all that could be asked for. He is a good 
speaker and pertesuy at home on the platform. 

N. D. Goopzir. 


AxER, Mass., May 80, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: Will you hav the kindness to send me pam- 
phlets, etc., to fill the inclosed order? 

Iam a Constant reader of Taz TaurH SEEKER, and hope 
by the aid of its inspiration to keep abreast of the world of 
thought and that freedom for which our forefathers so nobly 
fought, and vouchsafed to us by a Constitution without & 
God to hamper our joy in this world and forestall our happi- 
ness in the future life. 

I watch with a great deal of interest the conflict between 
truth and error, church and Freethought. And I often ask, 
When will the pure light of heaven shine forth to enlighten 
the blind? 

The illustrations of the encroachment of the church by the 
far-seeing prophet, Heston, I trust are seasonable warnings 
to all lovers of liberty—nay, freedom is the better word. 

And I am left to ask, Is it possible that this splendid gov- 
erument, the best that ever blessed this green and beautiful 
earth, can again permit those it was designed to.protect to be 
taken by the throat by usurping priests? And shall that 
emblem of individual.sovereignty which the heroic Thomas 
Paine said should make every man a king be trampled in the 
dust as a despised and worthless thing ? 

This is the conflict to-day—between the church power, 
with its numbers and wealth, on the one hand, and truth, 
freedom, and a world of happiness and joy on the other. If 
the advocates of freedom cannot all keep step to. the same 
tune, let us keep abreast and in solid columns, and spend no 
strength on divisions and jealousies, remembering that every 
victory over an insidious and powerful foe will insure new 
supports. I hav confidence that the fruit of this great strug- 
gle will fall on the human side—the side of freedom, prog- 
ress, love. 

Look at the priest-ridden countries, and then at the one 
country whose very ensign is freedom, ‘‘ divinely bestowed 
upon man,” and choose this day which we will serve and ac- 
cept service from. 

Keep up theseillustrated prophetic warnings, remembering 
to be forewarned is to be forearmed. Erwan Myziock. 


ViNELAND, N. J., June 10, 1887. 
Duis EDITOR AND READERS or THE TRUTH SEEKER: Trust- 
ing you approve the appeal of the Defense Association for 
Mrs. Slenker, in the issue of June 4th, I wish to urge that 
the general sympathy and substantial aid be so generous as 
to enable the defense to strongly meet the ''straight issue" 


| of individual rights in protection of sealed matter by mail, 


and to obtain reliant decisions from highest courts that will. 
end the contemptibly fraudulent decoy’s interference. While 
that is privileged, with both use and control of courts, 
secret originating of matter solely for its purpose will be con- 
tinuous, and the innocent be thereby tortured. 

Probably no mind doubts Mrs. Slenker’s good motivs, or 
right to conscientious correspondence, and friends of justice 
should sustain its cause, however they differ on the benefits 
of her special object, which non-acceptance could soon set- 
tle. C. L. James does well to giv his views. Liberals will 
do well to heed them. Some years ago he showed in a pub- 
lished article that church encroachments on legal rights were 
Continually increasing, and more readily enlisting official 
assistance. The Defense Association is our only practical 
resisting power; it has done what has yet been accomplished. 
Had it organized twenty years ago, and taken the firm stand 
now proposed, the decoy’s bills to extend acts might not hav 
been passed, and obsolete Blue laws might not hav been re- 
vived. But since their availability has made plain the whole 
inquisition plan, and secured official might to rivet chains, 
turn dungeon keys, and cut gallows ropes, making formal 
dislodgment of the Constitution unnecessary, let the unpre- 
tentious defense Counsel be sustained by such patriotism as 
our sires exemplified only a century since. 

Fangs of greed and bigotry are edged anew by gold re- 
cently drawn from the bars of Kansas and New Jersey. Suc- 
cess in damaging a zealous, intelligent woman will strengthen 
the daring that is doubtless collecting items for evidence 
against others. The entire animus of popular sentiment is 
the ignorance and slavish submission of woman, which pro- 
vides material for what afflicts and convulses the world. 
Yet, strange to note, otherwise bright people take on the 
dulness that caters to the sentiment, and sell the liberty 
they hav evolved to a belief in. Facts of to-day should dis- 
mantle of that dulness the somnolence of despotic fascina- 
tion. M. E. Tizxotson. 


Tozxpo, O., June 18, 1887. 

Mr. Eviror: A short time since a meek and lowly fol- 
lower of Jesus wanted me to giv my soul to God, when the 
following conversation ensued : 

** Do you believe in your Bible ?” 

** Oh, yes; that is God's word and revelation to man.” 

“ Well, God says in his word, ‘ All souls are mine; my 
soul must be included, and would I not be a scoundrel to try 
to giv away that not belonging to me?” 

** But you must believe in the Lord Jesus Christ in order 
to be séved ; no matter how good you may be, or how sorry 
you may be for past sins; if you do not believe, you will be 
damned.” 

** Well, we will take the parable of the fatted calf, which 
was as innocent of evil intent as calves generally are. Now, 
in order for the prodigal to come home to his father, after 
feeding with the swine, and spending all his portion in fast 
living, did he hav to beljeve in the Lord Jesus Christ in order 
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to be welcomed home by his father, and gorge himself on 
that poor innocent calf, which had been murdered for his 
sake? The old man was his father all the same, even when 
the prodigal was far away and very bad. You can't destroy 
kinships by bad actions or wanderings. Now, suppose a 
child after being turned out to play with nice, clean clothes, 
` face, and hands, falls into a mud-hole, and comes back to ma 
in a terrible plight, weeping and dirty, what will she do ?— 
disown the child? or will she clean it up and let it take 
another chance at the mud-pie business? She loves the child 
when it is clean, doesn't she? Well, dees shelove it because 
-ghe washed it, or does she wash it because sheloves it? If 

there is a God, he is as good as a kind father or mother; if 
he is not, I do not wish to hear about him, for if he is un- 
kind he is evil, and I prefer a good, plain, decent devil, 
knowing what to expect from him, to a hypocrit, who has 
the name of being good, and is not even respectable.” 

** T am afraid you are lost.” 

“ Well, ‘olive oil,’ as the French say.” 

CHARLES FRANKLIN. 


s San Jos£, CAL., May 26, 1887. 

Mz. Eprror: I want to tell you-something of the impres- 
sion that Mr. Putnam made in our “ garden city." First of 
all I wil say he has left behind him kind remembrances in 
the hearts of our people, and will be warmly welcomed 
whenever he returns to San José. He seems to be the right 
man in the right place; as a man, cordial and genial, with 
an utter absence of the egotism that. is so often noticeable 
among speakers. As a lecturer he is logical and eloquent. 
Mr. Schwartz and myself, accompanied by Dr. York, met 
him at the depot with our carriage, the same carriage and 
the same persons that met friend Bennett when he last visited 
this city. It was our pleasure to be one of the number who 
entertained him at that time, and it has again been our 
pleasure to entertain Mr. Putnam. Our hearts and home are 
ever open to true workers in the Liberal field. For some 
months before Mr. Putnam’s advent among us, Messrs. 
Schwartz, Magenheimer, and Parsons labored unceasingly 
to awaken and keep awake an interest in the coming event. 
Mr. Parsons, living out of town, kept his pen busy. Messrs, 
Schwartz and Magenheimer raised by subscription a suff- 
‘cient sum to cover all expenses, the Turners, as you know, 
donating the use of their beautiful hall. The press, too; 
deserve especial credit for the kindness and generosity mani” 
fested throughout. Dr. York could not remain long, bu, 
ran up from San Francisco to help work up things and meet 
Mr. Putnam. The result of all this was that Mr. Putnam 
spoke two nights to large and enthusiastic audiences, espe- 
cially the second night, when the subject was *'The New 
Heaven and Earth.” Had. he spoken a third time we fee] 
assured that every seat in that vast hall would hav been oc- 
cupied. Could he hav come a month later he would hav 
found a bewildering mass of flowers—flowers from every 
clime, of every hue and variety. Our late floral fair was one 
of the most beautiful scenes I ever saw. Every conceivable 
design was produced in flowers. It is beyond my powers of 
description, therefore I shall not attempt it, but I will tell 
you of a ship composed of twenty varieties of roses raised 
on one stalk, the rigging of sinilax. 

Ere this reaches you you will hav heard of Mr. Putnam’s 
treatment at the hands of a Ukiah Christian—still another 
proof of the necessity of the spread of Freethought; but we 
must be careful. not to overtax our workers. Mr. Putnam, 
for instance, is working too hard; lecturing three and four 
times per week where he should speak but once; his exten- 
siv correspondence, besides his regular letters home ; visitors 
to entertain; invitations to accept; he is expected to write 
up the country wherever he goes—why, he actually has to 
plow and prepare the ground for the seed, and then plant 
it before he passes on to the next. From early morn till late 
at eve, even while traveling, is his pen (and consequently his 
brain) hard at work. He should not be allowed to wear 
himself out. We need such workers. 

With your permission I wish to refer to Mrs. Slenker’s im. 
prisonment. Iknow nothing of the matter mailed by her, 
yet Ido know that it is an outrage. I would not change 
places with Anthony Comstock and his allies for.all the 
wealth this world contains. Ingersoll once said, in speaking 
of a certain low set of men, ‘‘ What dirty angels they will 
make!" Iknow of no class of men that this applies to as 
well as to the above-mentioned Comstock and his allies. 
Just think of it, à woman (who has no voice in our laws, 
classed, as all women are, among children and idiots) of her 
age and standing, whose gray hairs entitle her to respect, 
dragged to a prison, treated as a criminal, for sending to a 
supposed investigator a private letter containing expressions 
which a few designate as obscene, and this, too, while the 
Bible, so full of disgusting obscenity, is sent at will over 
land and sea. Let them purify their Bible before they con- 
demn the writings of others. One need not be surprised 
after hearing such sermons as a certain Mr. Christian, of 
Sacramento, preached here & few evenings since, and the 
papers expatiated on his eloquence, told how he melted his 
audience to tears. (I sat there taking notes, and not a tear 
dimmed my eyes.) He said: ‘‘I believe in a hell. Ido not 
know what it is, whether it be a literal fire or a state or 
condition; whatever it is, I believe in it. There are a great 
many people that you and I would not like to liv with for- 
ever. Why, there are some women I would not like to liv 
with forever," etc. I thought, ‘‘ There are some men that I 
would not like to liv with forever, and the Rev. Mr. Chris- 
tian is one of those men.” Still, I do not desire a hell for 
` him. If this were the spirit of Freethought I would not be 
a Freethinker. No wonder helpless women are dragged to 
prison, and Freethought speakers assailed with coal-oil 
lamps. This is the Christian spirit, and we must work on 
until it is crushed out. So I say, All hail to the Secular 
Union! and bid it good speed. Let every Liberal and every 


| from whatever cause, procured a gun and shot his victim, 


Spiritualist in the land join hands and help the work along. 
I did not mean to say so much when I began this letter. If 
you knew how much more I wanted to say you would cer- 
tainly excuse its length. Mrs. R. H. SogwaRTZ. 


Kent, O., June 13, 1887. 

Mz. Epitor: Will you kindly allow me space in your 
paper of reform to say a word to G. E. Macdonald, the writer 
of the article in your issue of June 11th headed, ** The Liquor 
Law and Sunday?" While I wish to respect his opinions, 
and do not expect to convert him at once into the true path 
of reform, I do hope to show him that, to my mind, he over- 
looks the true question of cause and effect. If we find a man 
beside the road, with visible marks of murder, we naturally: 
try to find out who was the murderer, the cause of the same, 
and the manner by which it was done. If we learn that the 
murderer was a lunatic, the punishment is not “ meted out’ 
to the murderer, as it would be toa man.of sane mind. If 
we learn that the murderer was a man of sound mind, who,’ 


we trace the facts to where he got the gun. If found the 
seller of the gun knew the buyer was in a rage or passion, 
or of unsound mind, and was likely to put the gun to some 
bad use, would not and should not he, the seller, be held as 
& party to the act, as he was one of the causes of the mur- 
der? If a druggist sells me the poison to poison my fellow- 
man, knowing (or not certain of the purpose for which it is 
bought) that I am buying and he selling the poison for 
some bad use, is he not a party to the act? Does not our 
law compel all sellers of poisons to know as far as possible 
the purpose for which the poison is bought; also to put the 
skull and cross-bones with the word ‘‘ Poison!” on the pack- 
age of poison sold? . 

Now, let me ask one more question, and one which I think 
runs parallel to these already asked. If you are a seller of 
strong drink, selling the same, as all sellers do, for the profit 
there is in it, and I come to you to buy liquor in an intoxi- 
cated condition (and every seller should know when he sees 
& man whether he is drunk or not), and you sell me the 
“ finishing touch” of ‘‘ hell.fire" that deprives me of what 
little reason I had before, and in this condition I commit a 
dastardly crime, which would really be the more to blame, 
the seller who had all his faculties of mind and only sold the 
“ devil” for the profit there was in it, or the buyer, who had 
not the strength of mind, urged on by a damning appetite, 
that he had formed in an unguarded past, to resist the temp- 
tation of ** one more” drink? While I am a Liberal, and 
believe it the right of every man, woman, and child to take 
all the privileges and comforts possible, so they do not tres- 
pass on the rights or others, either directly or indirectly, Ido 
not believe it right to allow anyone, merely for ‘ profit," to 
set snares to catch the unwary, who, from lack of good 
sense, good bringing up, or other cause, is careless and falls 
& victim to the snares that may be strewn in his pathway of 
life. Many a kind parents heart has been made to bleed for 
the actions of their child who has been led astray by a neigh- 
bor’s desire to make money by selling alcohol. 

As regards the using of the Sabbath for pleasure and rec- 
reation, I cay say, ‘‘So mote it be," if used in a manner be- 
coming to good citizenship, good breeding ; orderly, and to 
the mutual benefit of all. I believe this an age of progres- 
sion, an age of advancement in the arts and sciences, in mo- 
rality, in religion—in fact, in nearly everything that man has 
anything to do with. Superstition and bigotry are being 
driven from the minds of the mass of the people; the 
churches themselvs are dropping their old dogmas of un- 
founded belief; and why should not intemperance in every- 
thing be lessened and one more step be made in the ladder 
that marks the difference or space between man and the 
lower order of his kingdom, keeping uppermost in our 
minds that man can only stand at the head of the animal 
class only as he subdues his animal nature and elevates him- 
self in the scale of knowledge and morality ? I do not wish 
to hinder anyone from killing himself with strong drink, if 
he so desires and does not cause or encourage its use by 
others. I do not nor cannot say just how to battle with this 
subject of intemperance, neither do I care how the monster 
is destroyed so it is done to the mutual .benefit of mankind. 
There are many things to be taken into consideration when 
we wish to produce a reformation in any evil that besets us. 
And if there is anything that can be said in favor of strong 
drink, as a beverage, send it along so everyone can see it. 
Don’t use the dead languages or unknown tongues to talk to 
live people. While I may know a little of Latin and Greek, 
learned in my school-days, I do think best to talk so every 
one can understand it, even a child. Giv us fair play, and 
reform in all things. A. D. Swan. 


Denver, CoL., June 8, 1887. 
Mz. Eprror: It is some time since I hav noticed a com- 
munication in your columns from a citizen of Denver. Our 
friend Putnam's bright, vivacious, and genial mind drove his 
pen into writing pleasant lines of those engaged in the inter- 
ests of Secularism, and many hopeful words for the local 
cause here. Well, Putnam can't help it, for he is as full of 


hope in the cause to which he is giving his energies as is a 


fond father to the future of his only boy. The people like 
Putnam, and whether he be eastward or westward bound, 
he leaves us in a high state of inspiration. 

Ihav been tempted on several occasions to drop you a few 
lines, when I note how difficult it appears to be for many of 
your readers to follow your explanation respecting your 
position on the Chicago Anarchist’s matter. Not that I 
think your editorials lack clearness in statement, but from a 
general mental disposition, I suppose, for an interested 
reader to put his oar in, and assist in propelling the idea 
against the opposing current. 

Last. evening, Dr. J. L. York and wife, in company with 


several friends, were nicely entertained by a genial Liberal 


family, residing in the section of our city known as‘ Capitol 
Hill" During the evening, the editorials of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, in respect to their attitude toward the Anarchists, 
became one of the subjects of conversation. One friend 
feels that you are pleading the cause of Anarchy and dyna- 
mite. E 

Ido not know, Mr. Editor, whether further comment will be 
of any avail in justification of your position. I will &dmit that 
as I heard your first editoria read I shook my head and made 
remarks in opposition to the attitude, and thought that per- 
haps an undue amount of influence or sympathy, or a failure 
at proper discrimination, had caused the view of the matter 
you printed. At this time, my only source of information 
had been the Associated Press reports and local newspaper 
comments. From that day to this, just in proportion as I . 
hav been enabled to become more familiar with the facts 
presented to the court at the trial of the Chicago Anarchists, 
has the injustice of the proceedings and the verdict become 
more manifest. There is not a particle of Socialism yet 
developed in my mental constitution. I am an individualist 
to the core, at the present writing. I love order, but I love 
liberty more than the order which comes of quiet submission 
to the present forms and methods of religious, social, and 
political orthodoxy. 

I love free thought, because without it there can be no 
free speech, and without this latter the but partially-devel- 
oped tree of liberty must wither and decay, and justice die. 
An answer may be deemed pertinent that expresses, ‘I, too, 
love liberty as I love the apple of my eye, and because of this 
love, and for the reason that I would hav the lives and prop- 
erty of all protected, it is better and just that these Anarch- 
ists should be hung.” I most emphatically say, that if upon 
trial it is shown by undeniable evidence that any one or all 
of the Chicago Anarchists were intentionally connected with 
the throwing of the bomb at the Haymarket, which carried 
death in its train, then let the hand of justice fall upon them 
as upon other murderers. Do not let us assent to their 
being deprived of life because they are Anarchists, because 
they are cranks or fanatics. Let us demand that they hav 
trial after trial, until every judicial means at command has 
been exhausted in the attempt to prove them guilty of the 
capital crime of which they stand condemned. Beware how 
we sharpen the knife that may sever the head from the 
shoulders of some noble brother who may champion the 
cause of universal mental liberty, or the sister who may be 
doing a duty to humanity—a duty as dear to her and more 
demanding than life itself. Who are the fanatics? We can 
not name those who are to be. We can find upon the his- 
toric page what kind of people that term was applied to dur- 
ing the past. Darwin tells us how a thousand of them a year 
for two hundred years were dealt with by the Inquisition. 
Example after example crowds your memory, reader, extend- 
ing throughout historic time. It is well for us to demand 
that justice shall sit supreme in every case, but especially in 
these cases where the dungeon door is to close on, or the 
gallows rope to encircle the neck of the man who utters his 
honest thought. ' 

Liberty, equality, and justice viewed in the abstract em- 
body sentiments we all profoundly revere, but how varied 
are our differences in their application to human relations of 
any specific order. We know, Mr. Editor, how difficult a 
task it is to dislodge mental prepossessions or prejudices. To 
apply the Spencerian law, as soon as the term ‘‘ Chicago 
Anarchists” is uttered, the states of consciousness which 
follow are the same that hav followed upon each occasion 
the like sounds hav been heard, or ‘‘ along the line of least 
resistance.” 

I took my seat at the ‘‘ writer” to giv you a few lines in 
respect to our visit from Dr. York. I am glad friends in the 
East are to meet and hear him. — He is a man of strong in- 
dividuality. He has something to say to the people and he 
knows how to express it effectivly. He held his audience of 
& thousand people or more for nigh two hours last Sunday 
evening. None of the friends need hesitate to arrange with 
him to speak for them for fear he will leave them loaded with 
debt— that is, if they will take advice from the doctor. His 
extended experience in the management of lectures can be 
profitably employed by our societies. Of course he feels 
that he cannot crowd his methods upon local societies, feel- 
ing that in each community there are those residing who 
know the peculiarities incident to that locality. Our society 
had adjourned, as we all thought, for the summer, when 
some of the members received word of the doctor of his 
Eastward journey. We had been doing a fairly vigorous 
work during the preceding eight months, had spent all the 
money the friends could put into the work for this year, and 
it fell upon me to write to the doctor. He says the letter 
sent & chill all over him. 

Of course, if I had anticipated such a result, I would hav 
couched my letter to him in different language. I wrote to 
him what so frequently makes up a letter to our itinerancy: 
* No money in the treasury.” Well, the doctor was bound 


for Denver, as his tickets were purchased before he received 
my letter. We are all rejoicing now that this was the case. 
It is seldom that we hav been treated to such radical thought. 
He is a born rostrum speaker. He aims his blows straight 
at superstition, ghosts and all, and hammers out a well. 
rounded discourse. He should speak more than once wher- 
ever he is engaged. I do believe that all along the line the 
societies can afford to hear him. He is an American Liberal. 
His platform is broad enough forall who believe in the Nine 
Demands to stand upon. Don’t think you are getting a 
seance speaker in the doctor. His eyes are wide open, as 
also his mind. AsI hav said, he is a man of strong individ- 
uality, and he cannot well be compared to anyone; of much 
inspiration ; bold, forceful, and clear in every expression. 
Every society engaging him will hav just cause to feel glad. 
The radicals will be disappointed, and so will the seance- 

oers. The doctor's Spiritualism is much attenuated. He 

oes not like the Materialist to tie to a stone and throw over- 
board phenomena which yet are unexplained. 

Tpos. J. Truss, 


"4129. 
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Ghildren’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 

Comes s pause in the day'8 occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


A Swarm of B’s. 


B prudent, B loving, B upright, B true, 
B meek, and B lowly in all things you do. 
B doing some good, B doing no harm, 
B up ‘fore the sun if you B on a farm; 
Because to B sleeping when you should B hoeing 
Btokens a man that will poorer B growing. 
B out Bfore loungers if you B in trade, 
B sure to B working 'till evening’s soft shade. 
Bware in your selling to B truly just, 
B cautious in buying to B ready first. 
B grateful for favors, B loving, B kind, 
B studious, also, to B well refined. 
B very forgiving, Bcause you would B 
Bfriended and B forgiven most free. 
B mild and B harmless, B true unto all, 
B sure to B kind when the poor on you call. 
B still and B auiet wherever you B, 
B obliging, B frugal, B fair, and B free. 
B what you seem, and seem to B right, 
Bcause you will then B your neighbor's delight. 
B kind to the sick, B a comfort to ail, 
B a shield to the young, to them B a wall. 
B not a brawler, Bware of strong wine; 
B mannerly ever, and B not as swine. 
B firm in temptation, B not overcome, 
B wise for yourself, B careful for some. 
B careful to B all right, if you please, 
Because if you're not you'll B stung by our B's. 
B careful to pay for this goodly old paper, 
Beause if you don't it will B a sad caper. 
B good, all ye chidren, and remember poor me, 
Bhold, Im your friend, Elisha D. B. 
Three Rivers, Mich. E. D. BLAKEMAN. 
————— 94 ————————— 


Our Flag Above the Cross. 


Miss Susan H. Wixow, My Hsteemed 
Friend: After reading your able article en- 
titled ** Our Flag Above the Cross," I cannot 
refrain from writing & few lines on the sub- 
ject. . 

Truly, the suggestions you hav made are 
worthy the consideration of all Freethinkers, 
and if followed would be a great help toward 
implanting in the minds of the rising genera- 
tion those thoughts and ideas which alone 
can make them great and learned men and 

. women. 

The church cares naught for our principles 
of liberty and justice, and hence it is the 
duty of every Freethinker to work with re- 
newed energy in order that we may keep the 
torch of liberty lighted to shed its glorious 
rays over this broad and fruitful land. 

Let its rays be so strong, so bright, that it 
will disclose to the world those hidden treas- 
ures, those principles of justice which for 
hundreds of years hav been held from the 
gaze of humanity by the shrewdness of priest 
and preacher. 

The age in which we liv demands expres- 
Sion upon all the great questions which in- 
volve the safety of our country, and if by 
righting the wrong, if by giving help to the 
needy, and making glad the hearts of the 
young, we offend God almighty, his beasts, 
and the virgin men who surround him, why, 
my dear réader, let it be so. Surely we, who 
hav stood the hatred and oppression of the 
priest and his followers, can bravely bear the 
tortures of gods and devils. 

Bo let us join hands in this great work ; let 
us gladden the hearts of our boys and girls 
on the Fourth of July, as in former days we 
hav done on the 25th of December, and in- 
still into their minds a love for the principles 
of truth and justice; let us picture to them 
the glorious deeds of those who died for free- 
dom's cause, or risked their lives on the 
bloody field of battle in order that we might 
enjoy liberty and happiness. 

And as, one by one, we giv praise unto 
these noble men, let us head our roll of honor 
with the name of one whose whole life was 
devoted to the cause of freedom, and whose 
every thought was for the advancement of 
humanity; who, fearless alike of imprison- 
ment and death, gave to the world that pow- 
erful document, ‘‘ The Age of Reason.” 

For where, in the annals of history, could 
we find a more loyal patriot than our im- 
mortal hero, Thomas Paine? 

^. Sincerely yours, 

Ottumwa, Ia. 


[We cheerfully commend the above letter 
from a brave and fearless thinker to the at- 
tention of all, and hope that the suggestions 
it contains may be carried out until the 
nation's holiday shall become, in every sense, 
the great holiday and holy day of the all year, 
when the flag shall proudly float triumphant 
above the cross and all its attendant shams 


Karte Keun. 


and myths—the Fourth of July becoming à 
patriotic gift-making season rivaling all other 
times and seasons known—the glorious deeds 
of its founders glowing with a fire and en- 
thusiasm inspiring and unquenchable.—E». 
C. C.J 


Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—PIOTURE OF AN OX AND HIS DRIVER. 
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Where is the driver? 
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2.— — A LETTER REBUS. 
This is an ‘“‘atom ultimate,” 
Of which great scientists must prate. 

Eternity, unbounded space, 
Are much too great for me to trace. 
Further and further still afar 
We measure on from star to star, 
And when our telescopes grow blind, 
We still project the flying mind 
Till, like old Noah's wearied dove, 
We leave the unwinged space above. 
But if the greatness of designs, 
Baffles alike all human minds; 
Repeated subdivisions show 
That things may be too small to know. 
The mountain's solid body shakes, 
And into massiv boulders breaks ; 
And these go crashing o'er the land 
Till we behold the finest sand ; 
And this we subdivide by arts, 
Reducing still to finer parts, 
Until the dust gets in our eyes, 
Or, vaporized, ascends the skies ; 
And then we query what might be 
If we could only do and see; 
Then from the ¢nfinitly small 

. Back to our homes on earth we crawl. 
Perhaps indeed the ‘‘ ultimate ” 
The primal germs may indicate ; 
But, all unknown to mortal eyes, 
Beyond the knowabdie it lies. 
Perhaps, in cycling ages vast, 
All nature into chaos past, 
A new creation may arise— . 
A new-made earth, moon, sun, and skies; 
The last analysis of time; 
End in a synthesis sublime. 
The philosophical disease 
Infectious spreads on every breeze! : 
Even as I write this simple strain, 
The madness rushes to my brain; 
But till creation's wreck be come, 
Science must sit in silence dumb— 
Till the last crash of world shall burst 
And show us how the last is first. 
Irwin, Ia. ; J. K. P. BAKER. 


3.—REBUS. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN’S CORNER 
JUNE 11, 1887. 
1.-Many words darken counsel. 
2.~An adder. í 
3.-Turn the picture from right to left, and 
see the faces as the picture goes round. 
——————9—9-9—— —————— 


Correspondenee. 


:  Inoaris, Kan., June 5, 1887. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: I thought I would at- 
tempt to write a letter for the Children's Cor- 
ner. I am twelve years old. Father has 
taken Tue TRUTH SEEKER for six years, and 
I read the Corner. Our school was out last 
Friday. Istudy reading, spelling, grammar, 
geography, and arithmetic. My sister Nellie 
and I take music lessons, and I am taking 
painting lessons. I think it would be nice to 
get up a paper of our own, and call it the 
Children’s Freethought Paper, and hav the 
children write essays and letters, and hav a 
nice picture on one side of a leaf to draw 
from. I gota nice album on the Christmas- 
tree, and would like to hav your picture to 
put in it. Please send me “ Little Lessons 
for Little Folks." Yours truly, 

JESSIE BUTTERFIELD. 
ONTARIO, CAL., June 9, 1887. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I am going to write 
you & few lines. Papa says he wants me to 
write to you, so I will begin. I hav started 
to write a great many times, but hav never 
finished my letter. Papa takes Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, and we like it very much. I almost 


always read the letters in the Children’s Cor- 
ner, aud the pieces. I like the pictures. 
Papa went to Los Angeles to hear Mr. Put- 
nam lecture, and he liked his lectures. But 
he has been sick ever since.. I am ten years 
old, and read in the Third Reader. I study 
geography, reading, spelling, grammar, and 
arithmetic. I hav writing and drawing every 


other day. Iam going into the Fourth Reader |. 


next term. . f 
Hoping my letter will be printed, I will 
close. Your little Freethinker friend, 
. Max AUGUSTA JOHNS. 


LINKVILLE, OR., June 4, 1887. 
Dear Miss Wixow: I will try to write to 
you and tell you about Linkville. My father 
keeps a hotel and a store. A gentleman 
friend of ours is taking Tug TRUTH SEEKER, 
and I like to read the Children's Corner and 
look at the pictures. Iam a little girl nine 

years of age. Yours truly, 
GENEVIEVE JENNIE SMITH. 


Tures Rivers, Miom., June 6, 1887. 
Dear Miss Wixow : I hav been a subscriber 
and devoted reader of Tug TRUTH SEEKER 
from its first output in Paris, Ill. I was 
pleased when the Children's Corner was in- 
troduced as a part and parcel of the paper's 
contents. Inclosed find a little poem entitled 
“A Swarm of B's," which may meet your 
approval; if so, please accept it as a small 
donation to the Corner you edit, and may 
youliv long to conduct the same wisely and 
splendidly, as you hav done heretofore, is the 

best wish of your friend, 
E. D. BLAKEMAN, 


Author of 200 Riddles (published by the. 


Truth Seeker Company), from which I 
would like to hav a few transferred to the 
Children’s Corner. I hav written a poem 
on “‘ Beautiful Flowers." Would you like it? 
[We thank our good friend for his excellent 
contribution, and for his kind wishes. Ifthe 
“ Beautiful Flowers " are as fine in quality as 
the beautiful B's, and no doubt they are, we 
would be pleased to hav them adorn the 
Corner, and may the author of them “liv 


long and prosper.”—Ep. C. C.F 


OHAT WITH OORRESPONDENTS. 

Kar K.— We heartily indorse all your 
ideas as expressed. : 

Dacmar M.—Please let us know your 
opinion of A in L when convenient. 


ANGELO.—Yes, we are friendly to S. P. P., l 


and believe he is doing brave campaign work. 
He has remarkable genius, and great versa- 
tility. 

W. E. B.—No, there is no need to worry 
about how to die. Learn to liv well and 
properly, and you can die well enough when 
you've nothing else to do. 

T. S. Co.—Many thanks for note paper and 
envelopes—'' The flag above the cross" 
motto. 
in general use by Liberal-minded people. 

Brrriz.—We think Sam Newton must be in 
Havana, Cuba, but we hav had no tidings 
from him ina long time. The forgetfulness 
you mention is probably only in seeming and 
not in being. : 

Anna C.—Don't worry about such matters. 
Keep cool and be calm. All wil come out 
right, and nobody and no cause will be dis- 
honored or disgraced by any such transac- 
tions as you name. 

Ben anp Birr.—Certainly, we welcome 
boys the same as girls to the Corner. . What 
made you think we did not like boys? We 
suppose they do not like to write letters as 
well as girls, is the reason we do not receive 


more of them. 
+ 


Juvenil, 

Children rarely comprehend the idea that 
providence watches over all they do, and sel- 
dom appreciate the fact so often taught them, 
jn different ways, that what seems to them 
impossible is possible with the alleged disposer 
of all events. 

An illustration of this came to our knowl- 
edge the other day, which we think is good 
enough to go into print. 

A little boy about five years of age was sent 
to the grocery store at the corner on some 
trifling errand, and while there his bright 
eyes lighted upon a barrel of pippins exposed 
temptingly to view just outside the door. In 


going out, it appears he took one, and re- 


turned to his mother munching it. 

** Where did you get that nice apple, Wil- 
lie ?” inquired his mother. E 

** Dot it at the docery,” replied Willie. 

“ Did the man giv it to you?” 

“No; I took it.” : 

“Why, Willie, that was naughty! You 
should not take apples or anything else with- 
out permission.” 

** But nobody saw me.” 

“Oh, yes, Willie, there was one who saw 
you.” 

[11 Who ?" 


It is pretty in design, and should be | 


** Why, God saw you.” : 

Willie stopped a moment to consider, and 
then with a good deal of satisfaction ex- 
pressed in his face, replied : 

“ No, he didn't, ma. There was an awning 
over the store [^— Ha. 

——À— — À—-99————————— 
Let Children Go Barefooted. 

Children who are allowed to go barefooted 
enjoy almost perfect immunity from the dan- 
ger of cold" by accidental chilling of the 
feet, and they are much healthier and happier 
than those who, in obedience to the usages of 
social life, hav their lower extremities per- 
manently invalided, and, so to say, carefully 
swathed and put away in rigid cases. As 
regards the poorer classes of children, there 
can be no sort of doubt in the mind of any 
one that it is incomparably better that they 
should go barefooted than wear boots that let 
in the wet, and stockings that are nearly al. 
ways damp and foul. If every one could go 
barefooted during the warm weather, it 
would be much better for the feet; corns 
would dis&ppear, cramped toes straighten out 
and grow to a natural size, and the foot also 
would become more beautiful and healthy.— 
Herald of Health. , 


REDUCED TO $1.00. 
“THE STORY HOUR. 
A Book for Children and Youth. 

BY MISS SUSAN H. WIXON. 
Over a hundred fine illustrations. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonne. 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents ; cloth, $1.25. 


The Outeast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition. By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 


30 cents. 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. € 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 
ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
From so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethoughtranks.” Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


IS THE COD OF ISRAEL 
THE TRUE GOD? 


The Narrativ of the Five Books of Moses, 
Joshua, and Judges, and the 
New Testament. 


` By Israel W, Groh. 


Price 25 cents. Address 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


REPLY 
TO REY. L. A. LAMBERT'S 
“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.” 


By B. W. Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priest's 
Historical misstatements. 
Price Cloth. 81; Paper, 50 Counts. 


Paine Vindicate! 


—~o— 


A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New: 
York Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 
‘both the slanders and 
their . refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
—0— 

The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. ` 


TOGETHER WITH 
A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death. 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


78pp. Price 15 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
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ngersoll’s Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
* Humboldt," “Thomas Paine," ** Individual- 
ity,” and “ Heretics and Heresies,” 

-The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: “The Ghosts,” “Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Ohild," ** The Declaration of In- 
dependence," “About Farming in Illinois," 
© The Grant-Banauet,” ‘The Rev. Alexander 
"Olark,' “The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon O. Ingersoll.” 

Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 

., Cloth, $1.25. : 3 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 

lain cloth, $1.25. 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- | 


per, 25 cents, S ee . 

The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah S. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents, $1.00 per doz, post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document, 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 

Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents; 50 
cents per. dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 


ions of these should be circulated 


Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 


ti 
Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents, 


Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 
‘Bound in one volume, To meet the demand 
for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
his lectures, except the latest on “ Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library. style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. . : 
Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s “Tribute to 
8 Brother,” “The Vision of War," the “Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 
“ Little Harry Miller's Grave," that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
to any address, for 50cts, or either one for 15cts, 


Prose Poems and Selections. This 


new book is a gom, It is a model in every re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated * Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “tributes ” 

. heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, ar ents, lect- 
ures, letters, table-falks, and day-to-day con- 
yersations of the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
purpose a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ac simile, has been prepared especially or it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


J. E. Remsburg's Works. 


"False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, As a, 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality ;: Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization ; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 

_ Church and the Republic. F 

Bible Morals. | Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Wukindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1, 
Special discount on larger quantities, 


‘Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
. Bun ay Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
abb ath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 
abbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 25 cents; Six copies, $1.00. 
Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
' ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the story 
of the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Choive extracts from “Common Senge,” 
“ American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason.” are given ; also, tributes to Paine's 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a. handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 

Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts, 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 


delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention, January 29, 1884, Price, 


10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
Exeter Hall. “ One of the most excit- 


ing romances of the day.” Price, paper, 60 
cents; cloth, 80 cents. 


Nathaniel Vaughan. Priest and Man. 
A Radical novel of marked ability. Equal to 
George Eliots works, By Frederika Macdon- 
ald. 404 pages. $1.25. 
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By AUNT ELMINA 


(Mrs. E. D. SLENKER). 
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28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 
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I. N. BAKER, 


and Printed by Permission of 
. the Author, 


New YORK: 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


PRICE, 


magaga 
PRICE. 49 CENTS. 


Reported for the “ Truth Seeker” by 


HHE ONLY CORRECT 
CDITION. 


6 CENTS. 


WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


Was Jesus an Impostor? A debate between a 
Scotch novelist, Agnes Rollo Wilkie, and Arthur 
B. Moss. The best conducted debate of modern 
times. 100 pp., 25 cts. The Mirror of Free- 

t. 50 cts. The Bible and Darwinism. 
. Biblical Errors and Secular Truths, 25 
Two Revelations. 5cts. Bible Horrors; or, 
Real Blasphemy. 5 cts. Bible Makers. 5 cts. 
Bible Saints—Nos. 1,2, and 3. Each 5 cts. Moses 
vs. Darwin, 5cts. Socrates, Buddha, and Jesus. 
5cts. Christianity a Degrading Religion. 5 cta. 
Fictitious Gods. 5 cts. Natural Man. 5 cts. 
The Old Faith and the New. 5cts, , Bruno and 
Spinoza. 5ets. The Bible God and His Favorits. 
bots. Miracle-Workers. 5cts. Health, Wealth, 
and Happiness. 5cts. The Brain and the Soul, 
5 cts. Nature and the Gods. 5cts. Design and 
Natural Selection. 5cts. Man and the Lower 
Animals, 6 cts. 

Address Watts and Co., 17 Johnson’s Court, 
E.C., Lon Jon, Eng. 


Bible Temperance: 


LIQUOR DRINKING 


Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
by the Bible, 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


This is a companion book to Remsburg’s “ Bible 
Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Ingersoll’s Tributes. 


REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram 
ing. The titles are: 

The Vision of War, 
Tribute to his Brother, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller's Grave. 

The price of these heretofore has been $1.00. We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFTY OENTS. Mailed secure 
Jom akage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 

28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


ROMANISM, 


DANCER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 
Priog, " = - - * 40 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


TESE STRUGGLE 


FOR 


Religious and Political Liberty. 
By THEO. C. SPENCER. ; 


Cloth, 12m0., 138pp., price 75 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE 


Fathers of Our Republic, 


Paine, Jefferson, Washington, 


Franklin. 


A LEOTURE delivered before the Tenth Annua 
Congress of the American Secular Union, 
in Chickering Hall, New York 
November 13, 1886. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 


Price 15 cents. . 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


W.S. BELL'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Conflict between Christianity 
and Civilization. 


PRICE, NL M E. 15 CENTS. 


It is a stunner; concise, scholarly, and good.— 
g8. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
PRICE, 15 CENTS. 


Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. 
Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Man,—T. B. Wakeman. 
A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. Itisa very 
able paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 
e. 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTS. 


‘The number of heads under which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which each point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
Itake great pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition "to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self government.— 
J.J. McCabe. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 


“Iam very much pleased with it, and I wish the 
eventy thousand ministers of this country were 
obliged to purchase the pamphlet and read every 
wo dof it." 
Price 15 centa. 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 


A ooMPEND OF THE NaTURAL Laws or IN- 
DUSTRIAL PRODUOTION AND 
EXoHANGE. 
By J. K. Ineatts, author of ‘‘ Social Wealth.” 
Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


Men of Business Who Did Something Besides 
Making Money. A. Book for Young Americans. 


BY JAMES PARTON. 


For sale at this office 


Price, - = = = - $1.25. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
Addon 28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


THE CONFESSIONAL 


ROMISH AND ANGLICAN. 
An Exposé. 
By SALADIN. Price, 80 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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Poetry. 


A Prayer of the People. 


Giv us, good Lord, the germ of truth 

To light the mind of man, 
That Age, in clasping hands with Youth, 
' Its own defect may scan. 


Gav us a church without a creed, 
Nor compassed round about 

With windows stained, and self. and greed, 
And all the poor left out; 

A church that sets to thought no bound, 

` No muzzle on the lips, 

Where hypocrits are never found, 
Nor rum upon its ships. 


Giv us no laws that bind and curse 
Pale Science with her star, 

That make a gray-haired woman worse 
Than foulest felons are. 


Giv us no jails that crowd and look 
To see the martyrs come, 

When just a new thought in a book 
Has struck the bigots dumb. 


Giv us no governmental spies 
That hire folks to sin, 

And tell ten thousand pious lies 

` To take the people in. 


Giv us no base informers, please, 
Who claim one-half the fines, 
For craven creatures like to these 
* Hav skulked within the lines. 


Giv us no rich monopolist 
With bonds well salted down, 
While famin drives, with bony fist, 
Sad wretehes in the town. 


Giv us a flag, red, white, and blue 
(A phantom heretofore), 

Whose morning dream may yet be true, ` 
To guard the weak and poor. 


Giv us the judge who gilds no crime, 
Though one be rich and strong 

To cross his palm with silver's chime, 
And stifle right with wrong. 


Giv us the freedom that shall reach 
And overlook the earth, 

When liberty is more than speech, 
And equity has birth. 


Giv us the law that takes the thief 
Of many things or few, 

Nor claims the farmer's hard-earned sheaf, 
As untaxed millions do. 


Giv us a shield for every press— 
That boast of years gone by— 

And giv, oh, giv some swift redress 
When legislators lie. 


Giv us a mighty chieftain, Lord, 
The monarch who is man, 

Take from the wall our father’s sword 
For Labor’s rising clan. 


Giv us true laws, a priceless boon 
. To every sex and race, 
When liberty unveils at noon 
The new birth of her face. 


Giv us the free light of the pen, 
A sweeter pen than mine, 
Where souls of women grand, and men, 
Through centuries shall shine. 
Frenchtown, Neb. Many BAIRD-FINCH, 


— $99 9——— — — — 


The Proper Date for Excommuni- 
eating Folks. 
From Henry George's Standard. 

The weeks are passing, and since Dr. Mc- 
Glynn as yet makes no sign of going to Rome, 
the forty days of the summons of which the 
archbishop’s secretary has informed the press 
wil soon be up, and it will be the privilege 
of “his grace" to place by name on this 
** subject," who insists on acting like a citi- 
zen, the major excommunication. This, 
once vulgarly known as excommunication by 
bell, book, and candle, is what might be 
termed in vulgar speech of the present day 
the “ big boycott.” Once the boldest might 
well hav quailed before it, for, though in 
Italy it never amounted to very much, and 
Italian barons would sometimes make a papal 
legate eat a bull of excommunication—parch- 
ment, wax, lead seals, and ribbons—in parts 
of Europe farther removed from the holy see 
it struck like the whitening of leprosy, shut- 
ting off its victim from intercourse with his 
kind. Even if its operation had not been 
somewhat modified in more recent times, it 
could, of course, hav no such effect in this 
country. But it would still be, from its his- 
torical associations, a very imposing cere- 
mony, and it is to be hoped that if Archbishop 
Corrigan does it at all, he will do it in public. 
For not only would many of our ‘‘best so- 
ciety "—Protestant even more than Catholic— 
enjoy it immensely, but the newspapers 
would all print full reports. And, if he will 
pardon the suggestion, the most appropriate 
day for the archbishop to excommunicate Dr. 
McGlynn would be the 22d of June, which 
this year comes on Wednesday. ` To be sure, 
the forty days, which, through his secretary, 
Archbishop Corrigan has informed the public 
are given to Dr. McGlynn to present himself 
fore Cardinal Simeoni, wil not then hav 
quite expired, but still, if Dr. McGlynn does 
not sail for Rome before the 22d, it will be 
physically impossible for him to get there 


within the forty days, and the archbishop 
may safely proceed with the excommunica- 
tion. The 22d of June is, indeed, of all the 
days in the year, so eminently appropriate 
for such a purpose, that if, through any mis- 
givings, the archbishop feels compelled to 
deny himself the pleasure of excommunicat- 
ing Dr. McGlynn on the 22d of June instant, 
he ought to wait until another 22d of June 
comes around. 

For on the 22d of June, 1633, in a hall in 
the palace of the sacred congregation of the 
Inquisition, before the scarlet-robed cardinals 
of the holy office, among whom sat one of 
Archbishop Corrigan’s favorit authorities, the 
Jesuit Bellarmine, there knelt a trembling old 
man of seventy, weakened by long imprison- 
ment, and, as some say, by the torture of the 
rack. However this may be, sore indeed 
must hav been the anguish, whether of mind 
or body, which that venerable old man must 
hay undergone before he could hav been bent 
to take the part he did in the tragedy there 
enacted. : 

For then and there kneeling, with his open 
hand on the holy gospels, the old man on oath 
denied what in his inmost heart he knew to 
be God's truth, and denied. and cursed the 


revelation that the heavens had made to him. 


The exact words that he repeated, as they 
were entered on the records of the holy office, 
were these: 

Bolem esse in centro mundi et immobilem motu 
locati propositio absurda, et falsa in philosophia, 
et formahter haeretica, quia est expresse contraria 
sacrae scripturae. , 

Terram non esse centram mundi, nec immo- 


bilem, sed moveri motu etiam diurno, est etiam- 


propositio absurda et falsa in philosophia, et the- 
ologice considerata, ad minus, erronea in fide. 

Corde sincero et fide non ficta, abjuro, maledico, 
et detesto supradictos errores et haereses. 


Which, being translated into English, is : 


That the sun is the center of the universe, and 
immovable by local motion, is an absurd proposi- 
tion, false in philosophy; and formally heretical * 
because itis expressly contrary to sacred script 
ure! 

That the earth is not the center of the universe 
nor immovable, but is moved even by a diurna 
motion, is also an absurd proposition, false in 
philosophy, and theologically considered, at least, 
erroneous in faith. 

With a sincere heart and unfeigned faith I ab- 
jure, curse, and detest the above-mentioned errors 
and heresies. 

Thus two centuries and & half ago was 
Galileo compelled to deny on oath that the 
earth moves round the sun—3a truth he saw 
as clearly as Dr. McGlynn now sees a truth 
that in the social sphere is as grand and in- 
spiring, and that to the lives of men is far 
more important. i 

But the world still moved. 
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Books. 


Friends, I hav need of many-copies of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER for distribution among friends. 
All who do not care to preserve them will 
please mail any of the copies from May 14th 
to July 81st. 

I will send ** The Darwins," 50 cents; my 
photograph, 8 cents; ‘‘Studying the Bible,” 
75 cents; ‘‘John’s Way," 15 cents; ''The 
Infidel School-teacher," 20 cents; *''Little 
Lessons," 40 cents, or ‘‘The Clergyman's 
Victims," 25 cents, according to the number 
of papers sent, if senders want them and will 
go order. I need them, and just now cannot 
send money for extra copies. Please send at 
once. Address E. D. Slenker, Snowville, 
Pulaski county, Va. 


“The Jewish Life of Christ, being the 
Sepher Toldoth Jeshu or Book of the Genera- 


: 


tion of Jesus, translated from the Hebrew, | 


edited (with an historical preface and vol- 
uminous notes) by G. W. Foote and J. M. 
Wheeler;" 48 pages. Price sixpence. Lon- 
don: Progressive Publishing Company, 1887, 
second edition, is a reprint of Tue TRUTH 
Sszxzr's ‘‘Sepher Toldoth Jeshu,” by 
* Scholasticus " alias * Antichrist,” and the 
editors hav made good use of ‘‘ Antichrist’s " 
notes and comments. . This is all right, and 
we are glad to know that so useful a work 
has been reprinted in England. It seems 
that after the republication was announced 
in England it was discovered that in 1823 a 
complete translation of the ‘‘ Toldoth Jeshu ” 
was made by & Jew and published by Richard 
Carlile. But there was no copy of it to be 
found in the British Museum. And the 
translation of 1828 was objectionable on ac- 
count of its close adherence to the original in 
that part relating to the amours of Joseph 
Pandera and the Virgin Mary, which ** Scho- 
lasticus” veiled in Latin. Otherwise he 
might hav been numbered among the martyrs 
to obscenity whose names will be inscribed 
on the crown of Comstock in the kingdom of 
heaven. 


Why No Scotchmen Go to Heaven. 

Years ago, in times so remote that history 
does not fix the epoch, a dreadful war was 
waged by the king of Scotland. Scottish 
valor prevailed, and the king of Scotland, 
elated by-his success, sent for his prime min- 
ister, Lord Alexander. s 

** Weel, Sandy,” said he, ‘‘is there ne'er a 
king we canna conquer noo?” 

* Aw it please your majesty, I ken © a 
king that your majesty canna vanquish." 

** An’ who is he, Sandy?” 

The minister, reverently looking 
**'The king o’ heaven.” 

** The king o’ whaur, Sandy?” 

** The king 0! heaven." 

The Scottish king did not understand, but 
was unwilling to exhibit any ignorance. 

«Just gang your ways, Sandy, an’ tell 
king o’ heaven to gi’e up his dominions, or 
Til come myse!’ and ding him oot o’ them; 
an’ mind, Sandy, ye dinna come back tae us 
until ye hae dane oor biddin’.”  . 

. Lord Alexander retired much perplexed, 
but met a priest, and, reassured, returned 
and presented himself. : 

** Weel, Sandy,” said the king, t hae you 
seen the king o’ heaven, an’ what says he tae 
oor biddin’ ?” 

“ Aw it please your majesty, I hae seen 
ane ©’ his accredited ministers.” 

** Weel, an’ what says he?” 

* He says your majesty may e’en hae his 
kingdom for the askin’ o’ it.” 

“ Was he sae civil ?" said the king, warm- 
ing to magnanimity. ‘‘Just gang your ways 
back, Sandy, an’ tell the king o’ heaven that 
for his civility the de'il a Scotchman shall set 
foot in his kingdom.”—Chambers's Journal. 

—  À— 


Working Off a Farm Under Pulpit In- 
fluence. 


** Your price is too high," said an Eastern 
speculator, as he rode over the farm of a Da- 
kota man living near Fargo. *''I can't pay 
$5,090 for such land as this.” 

“ It’s worth it, though,” replied the owner. 

** Why, look here; it's all low, flat land.” 

“ Yeg.” . 

** Covered with water half the year.” 

** Yes, just about.” 

‘t The soil is heavy and cold.” 

** Yes, middling heavy and cold.” 

"Then how do you make out that it's 
worth $5,000 7” 

‘*My friend, do you see that hole over 
there back of the barn ?" 

** Yes, digging a well, I should judge.” 

* Supposed to be, but it has a deeper 
meaning than that. That hole is down sixty 
feet, and I hav two dead dogs in the bottom." 

** Well, what's the scheme?” 

* Why, you buy the land for $5,000, dogs 
begin to smell -good and strong in about a 
week, expert sniffs around and ‘pronounces it 
natural gas, Fargo papers full of it, farm sold 
for $25,000 inside of two days, clear profit of 
$20,000! See it?” 

** Ye-es, the plan appears feasible, but why 
don’t you work it yourself ?" 

* Me? Why, you see, I’m a minister, and 
the people in my church are getting so very 
particular that I don't want to try it. But 
I'll let you hav the place at those low figures 
and preach a powerful sermon the next day 
after the expert is here, and point out the 
fact that natural gas in the Red River Valley 
is prophesied about away back in Deuteron- 
omy."—.Dakota Bell. 


up, said, 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. M Susan H, Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. he Only Illustrated Freethinkers' 
Children’s Story-Book eyerissued. 66full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large fide: hes 
toned paper, broad margins, uminate 
covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1.25. 


Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 
the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 
p 


A ples of Gold. A Story-Book for 


e Young Folks. By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Beeond edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for young Inasters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued ai a reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very 
much to the value of the volume. 

By 


The Youth’s Liberal Guide. 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M, Price; $1.00., This 
volume aims atthe education of youth in the 
princi les of Freethought, at the same time 

hat it inculeates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense, ddress THE TRUTH 

SEEKER. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 


vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions 
with numerous references and citations, tha 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
x Diner propositions in the same book. Price 
een : 


Very Cheap Pamphlets. 


We hav on hand & large number of the following 
of Colonel Ingersoll’s pamph ets, which will be 
disposed of at cost, as fol ows: 


Ingersoll Catechised: 


His Answers to a Number of Vital Questions Pro- 
pounded by the Editor of the “San Franciscan d 
3 


Bingly, 8 cents; per dozen, 30 cents; per hundre 


ORTHODOXY, . 
A lecture, fifty-four closely printed large 12mo 
pages, 10 cents; fifteen, $1; and $6 per hundred. 
Civil Rights Speech, - 

Including the address of Frederick D^uglas.fifty- 
three-large ootavo pages, singly, 10 cents; fifteen 
for $1; aad $6 per hundred. j 

We suggest that these be purchased in quanti- 
ties, apd given away to Christians, and it is with 
that not unreasonable exp. ctation that the r rices 
hav been placed so low. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. . 
28 Latayette Pl, New York. 


DR. J. L. YORK, 


The noted Western Liberal orator, started on 
his Eastern lecture tour May 1st, to speak at 
Sacramento on May 8th, at Salt Lake City, May 
15th and 22d, at Canon City, Col., May 29th, at Den- 
ver, Col., June dth and 12th; and at Garden City, 
Dodge City, Kan.; Ottumwa, Iowa: Chicago, Ill.; 
Grand Rapids, Mich ; Columbus, Alliance, Akron, 
Ohio; Linesville, Pittsburgh. Philadelphia, Pa.; 
New York, N. Y.; Boston, Mass.; Albany, Troy, 
Rochester, Batavia, Buffalo, N. Y.; Cleveland, O., 
and at other points on or near the line, should the 
friends desire it, and leave the latch-string out, 
at liv and let-liv rates. i 

Don't miss a rare treat, and Freethinkers and 
Liberals desiring to arrange with the Doctor, - 
please address without delay, in care of Chess 
Brothers, Garden City, Kan.; Thos. J. Truss, 
Denver, Colorado; William Lindsay, Ottumwa, 
Iowa; E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake street, 
Chicgao, Ill : D. A. Blodgett, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
R. H. Ralston, Columbus, Ohio; Roman Btaly, 86 
Diamond street, Pittsburgh, Pa., Geo. Longford, 
1106 Leopard st., Philadelphia, Pa.; Truth Seeker 
office, New York city ; Investigator office, Boston, 
Mass.; H. L: Green, 165 Delevan av., Buffalo, N.Y.; 
N. Hexter, Cleveland, Ohio. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The- Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale ' 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 500. z 


BIBLE MYTHS 


AND THEIR 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


The object of the work 1s to point out the myths 
with whieh the Old and New Testaments sooni 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning, 

: “Tt is unquestionably true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else so accessible as they are now made 
in the work before us."—N, Y. Sun, 5 

1 vol. 8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.50. 


KERSEY GRAVES’S WORKS. 


Sixteen Saviors or None. By Kza- 
sey GRAVES, auther of the World's Sixteen 
Crucified Saviors; The Bible of Bibles, and 
Biography of Satan. Cloth, 75ots.; paper, 50cts. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains, 
Price, 35 cents. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thonsand biblical errors in science, history; 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
&mination of their doctrins. Price, $1.75. 


The World's Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of all the doctrines, principies, precepts. 
and miracles of the Christian New Testament 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 


history of sixteen oriental crucified gods. . 
dress THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA, 
Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland. Editors; Jos. Burgher and 
` L. Browne, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 
prise,the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generally 
the practical solution of the problem o f Integral 
Oo-operation. Price, $1 a year 50 cenis for six 

Months, 9* aente far thre manths 

Catalogue of Old, Rare, and Second- 
oLD hand Standard booka gent free. 


BOOKS! JORDAN BROS., 45 North 9tb, St., 
E = 18617 Philadelphia, Pa. 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 


By Gro, M. Davenport. Thia is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 32 well-fillod pages. costing only 
* a quarter," but as full of meat as an egg. Itis 
well called “practical,” for we find nothing un- 
practical init, Hens, ducks, geese, and turkeys 
are particularly discussed and their economica 
breeding and keeping treated of. There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, itis a very useful addition fo 
the poultry literature of the day. 


TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York, 


Agents for the Truth Seeker. 
PEE CALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
; OANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
COLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
IDAHO. 

A. Erwin, Murray. 

-ILLINOIS 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 

Bros., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
KANSAS. 

Chris. Brown, Burlington. 


MAINE. 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). | 


. . MASSAOHUBETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
: MIOHIGAN, 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. : 
S. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Chas. Sach, 188 8. Division St., Grand Rapids. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
SE MIBSOURI. : 
Phillip Roeder, 322 Olive st., St. Louis. 
E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 
Lang & Co., 709 Olive st., St. Louis. 
i | NEBRASKA, 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
i NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
OHIO. 
` N. Hexter, 308 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
v. OREGON, 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
. PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
TENNESSEE. : 
Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
TEXAB. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 
UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
W. F. pod Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 


ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
. London. l 


Robt. G. Ingersoll’s 


OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 
in the suit of the 


Bankers’ and Merchants’ 
graph Company 


against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 


So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that THE TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


TRY-SQUARE, 


The Church of Practical Religion. 


BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to disouss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 

For sale at this office. 


S. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 


Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms o 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 

can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
“A prose epic of the war, rich wi cident 
and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day.”—John 


Swinton’s Paper, 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein iti 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 

Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Dr. HENRY W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 
Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents, 

Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 
other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 


Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 
version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 
cents, à 

For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Tele- 


Price, $1.00. 


Vo 


FACTORY & WAREROOMS, 


s i us 
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PAND SQUARE. 


Touch and Workmanship. 


ye 


Cor. 87th St. So Third AY“ New York. 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 


The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 
hammer Logic unsurpassed.” ' 8vo., 888pp., 
silk cloth, $3. 


Deity Analyzed and the Devil’s De- 
fense. A thorough analysis of the 


claims for the existence of the Bible deity, and 
an examination in verse of thé charges gener- 
ally brought against his Satanic majesty. 
12mo, 466pp., *1.50. : 


The Real Blasphemers. Showin, 
that those who believe in the deity describe 
in the Bible, and not those who deny his ex- 
istence, are guilty of “blasphemy.” Paper, 
12mo, 188pp., 50 cents. . 


J] Spiritualism Sustained. This work 


goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Ohristians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 


HOW TO STRENGTHEN 
THE MEMORY; 

l ;. — 0B, 
Natural and Seientifle Methods of 
Never Forgetting. 

By M. L. HOLBROOK, M.D. 


12mo, 160 pp. - -- -- $1.00 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 
28 Latayette Pl., New York. 


"The Public Schools 
| Catholic ‘Church. 


I —0— 
By L. K. Washburn. 
—0— 
EXTRAOT. 

*T could pronounce no benediction upon Ro- 
manism. It h»s done mischief enough to deserve 
transportation for life. I regard Roman Chris- 
tianity as the worst form of tyranny. It com- 
mands the arm to work and the brain to die; it 
feeds faith and starves thought; it loves oppres- 
sion and hates liberty. It has given falsehood a 
crown and truth a scaffold.” . 

PRICE, 5 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB. 
28 Lafayet'e Piace, New York. ` 


THE NEW. GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union, 


Price 10 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
. BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet, Though 
anonymous, itis now known to be the work of W. 

| H. Bore, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cenis. 
For sale at this office. 
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NEW YORK: 


AND = 


| Sreethinkers’ Almanac, | 
1887, 
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*-UITB + ILLGSTRATIONS. + 


CoN TENTS. 


Freethought in the United States, 1886, - 
Liberty. Address by Grover Cleveland, 
The Coming Dawn. By D. Louis Bodge, 


Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the 
States and Territories of the United States, 


The Right to Testify. By F. M. Holland, - 
The American Secular Union. By Samuel P. 


The Parson. A Story. By Si Slokum, 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m, for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speakers interest the audience. -N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rate 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not . write, 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Kari 
of Essex and his bride, a.p., 1590. By Wu. HENRY 
Burr. Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office. 


*SHOPPEL'S MODERN HOUSES” No. 8, 
(Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern atyle 
of painting, 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for putting them together. 

ile the supplement affords both old and 

young tho greatest amusement, it is more than a 

toy. It is,in faot,a most practical lesgon in Arch- 

itecture; & perfect, scaled model of one of our 

most popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 

55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
to $15,000). 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1 New Design for a Chapel. 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 

(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Oistern. 
An Article on Villa Park Associations. 
SENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE, $1. 
Address 


TEE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASSO'N. 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli. 
eal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE, 
, * The Author-Hero of the Revolution." 
Price, Single Copies, de Six copies for 


UU, 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . . . will not leave num- 
bers at a logs to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 


ration.” 
Price, 35 cents, 


For either of these works, or any of Paine's 
writings, | Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


VOLT AIRES ROMANCES 


CONTENTS : 


The White Bull: A Satirical Romance. Zadig 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princem 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowns. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas,-- 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the te 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches | 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India, 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid | paper, ith 67 


Wi 
engravings. Price, cloth, bevele oards, $9.00. 
calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE DAWNING, 


A NOVEL. 
* Oh, heaven! Apollo is once more among the 
herdsmen of Admetus, and the herdsmen know 
not it is the Sun-god !” 


An octavo volume of nearly 400 pages, bound in 
cloth. Price, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Co, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Secret of the East, 
OR, 
The Origin of the Christian Religión 
and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline, 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Price, $1.00. For sale at this office. 
CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


85 Cents Each. 
Address TFE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE . 
CONVENTIONAL LEES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 

From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION. 
Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
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| Hews of the Week, 


| SERVIOES of "song and praise”.were held ! 
ina number of Episcopal churches in this city , On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 


on the, 19th in honor of the queen’s jubilee. 
The London police report the discovery of 
plots ‘to ,blow up that city with dynamite 
during the week. 

Mz. Braing, of Maine, 
is in England. 


An Episcopal church 


pro p ósed Prohibition 
&mendment | ` 
EwPrzRoR WiLLIAM, of 
Germany, is better of his 
influenza. The crown 
prince's throat trouble, 
_ the doctors say, may not 
be cancer. 


* PRESIDENT CLEVELAND 
ordered all Confederate 
battle flags captured in 
the late war to be re- 


turned to the states 
whence they orig- 
inally came. The order 


raised great indignation 
in the Grand Army and 
was rescinded. 


A Boy playing baseball 
at Reidsville, N. C., had 
the misfortune to hit the 
Rev. George Pittard in 
the face. He went for- 
ward: to: apologize, and 
the minister knocked him 
down and stamped upon 
him, inflicting injuries 
from which he died. ‘Pit- 
tard has disappeared. 

Tue Farmers’ Institute 
of South Renfrew, Ont., 
has passed resolutions in favor of free trade 
with the United ‘States, and pledging the in- 
stitute to do its utmost to carry such policy 
to a successful issue. 


A mos attacked the Salvation Army at 
Quebec last Sunday, and pelted them with 
stones. One young woman is fatally injured. 


THE attendance at the Anti-Poverty meeting 
last Sunday evening crowded the Academy 
of Music, and the overflow filled Irving Hall. 
George and McGlynn addressed both audi- 
ences. - 


Some of the striking silversmiths are going 
bäck. to work. They are allowed to take 
their old positions without agreeing to forsake 
their labor organizations, and so they regard 
the strike as a victory. 


`A MAN named Straumbach, of Salem, I., 
says he killed the unknown girl found mur. 
dered in Rahway, N. J., last April. It is be- 


lieved that the confession i is made by Straum-: 


bach, who is a musical tramp, in order that 
he may get a free passage East. 


Mes. PETER Errios, whose husband, the 
Rev. Peter Eirich, is suing for. divorce, says 
the reason ghe left the reverend gentleman is 
because he wanted to handle all her money, 
of which she possessed a considerable amount, 
and to obtain controlof which, Mrs. Eirich 
fears, her husband was induced to marry her. 
She also alleges brutal treatment which made 
hervlife with him miserable. 


` THERE is an unprecedented exodus from 
this city on Sundays. The closing of the 
beer saloons and gardens does away also 
with the trade in. ‘‘ soft drinks" like soda 
and lemonade by closing the places where 
they are usually obtained. Hence, whether 
the citizen wants beer or lemonade, his best 
chance of quenching his thirst is outside the 
city limits. However, if he chooses to sneak 
in at a back door like a thief he can get 
liquor in New York even on Sunday. 


EnoM 10,000 to 15,000 persons paraded last 
Satürday night at the McGlynn demonstra- 
tion. There were numberless bands and fife 
and drum corps, and banners and mottoes 
expressing the sentiments of the participants. 
One motto which might reasonably hav been 
expected to appear numerously was conspic- 
uous for its absence, namely, ** To hell with 
the pope." "This omission entails a heavy re- 
sponsibility upon somebody. In popular 
demonstrations the sentiments of the majority 
should not be veiled. 


And Sarah died in Kirjath-arba; 
and to weep for her.—xxiii, 2. 


(THE ORDER OF CREATION. 


A Discussion Between 
Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, 
Linton, Reville, - 


OONTENTS: 
I. Dawn of Oreation and of Worship. By Hon 
adstone. 
T. H. Huxl 


preters of Nature. By Prof. uxley. 


[ut Fostsoript to Solar Myths. By Prof. Max 


er. 


SARAH GIVETH 


Odds and funds. 


A FRIEND of ours calls a pretty little schoolm’am 
up town, “ Experience,” because she is such a dear 
teacher, 


In & Hebrew school : * What crime did Joseph's 
brothers commit in selling him?” All the pupils 
in chorus: * They sold him too cheap.” 


From an old bachelor's album: ‘It’s too soon 
to marry when one is young, and too late when one 
isold. The interval may profitably be devoted to 
reflection.” 


THE average baseball player gets $2,000. The 
average minister $500. The average baseball au- 
dience is two thousand ; the average congregation 
five hundred. 


A COUNTRY editor says : “ An interesting article 
entitled : ‘The Soul After Death, and What Be- 
comes of It,’ is crowded out this week to make 
room for more important matter.” 


A LowEzLL minister preached last Sunday on 
“ Why do the Wicked Liv?” We don’t know surely 
why they do, but we might suggest mildly that if 
the wicked didn’t liv it would be a cold day for the 
ministers, 


THERE is a summer hotel in New Hampshire 
called the Quoquinnapasskessananaguog House. 
The name runs twice around the building and 
then away out into the woods, where it is used as 
a trail by fishing parties. 


W. H. Doane, of Cincinnati, makes $20,000 a 
year writing hymns. Rider Haggard and his 
parodists don’t make this much in a lifetime by 
writing “ Hes,” “Shes,” and “Its.” This shows 
that it pays to be religions, 


WHILE some Baptist ministers were immersing a 
convert at Lake Kampeska, Ia., they allege that 
they saw a sea serpent swimming with its head 
and twelve feet of its body standing above the 
water. When ministers begin to see such snakes 
as that, it is no wonder that Ohio voted for pro- 
hibition, 

Waite Jay Gould was traveling ‘on the Wabash 
system he stopped over for dinner at a little.town 
in southern Illinois. The party ate some eggs, 
among other things, and when the bill was pre- 
sented to Gould it contained the item, “ One dozen 
eggs, $1.80.” The great railroad magnate re- 
marked that eggs must be at a premium in that 
section, to which the restaurant-keeper replied, 
** No, sir; eggs are plenty enough; but Jay Goulds 
are mighty scarce,” 


Tat is a good story they are now telling at the 


expense of the Rev. Dr. Phillips Brooks, of Bos- 
ton. This is the way it runs : The genial autocrat 
was fishing one day in the yacht of a well-known 
character of East Gloucester, named Captain 
Cook, who follows the sea for a livelihood. In 
couversation, Captain Cook informed Dr. Holmes 
that the last fisherman who had hired his boat 
was Dr. Brooks. “He was very pleasant com- 
pany,” Captain Cook was kind enough to say, 
“ but he swore a good deal for a clergyman.” ** He 
did what?" inquired Dr. Holmes, aghast. “He 
swore,” stoutly reiterated Captain Cook. * Oh, 
nonsense, I don’t believe it,” said the doctor. 


the same is Hebron in the land of Canaan: 


IV. PIE to Genesis: A. PR for a Fair Trial. 
By Hon, W. E. Gladstone. 


V. Dawn of Oreation. An dnswert to Mr. Glad- 


stone. .By Albert Reville, 


VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. By Prof. T. H.. 


ton - 


This is a new book and contains thé latest discus- | 
sion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of the 
` | participants are a guarantee of its able character. 


[c 
II. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
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* Well, what do you call this?” inquired the old 
fisherman : “He gota haddock on his hook, and 
he had a great deal of trouble to get it near the 
boat. Atlast he landed him, and I said, said I: 
* Well, for a hacdock, that fish pulled d—n hard,’ 
‘t Yes, he did,’ said Dr. Brooks. Now, what’s that 
but swearing?” 


*How is the work progressing in Dakota?” 
asked a Boston minister of a good brother who 
livs in Dakota at the Baptist anniversaries the 
other day. “ Well, I am getting along pretty well, 
but still it’s rather discouraging,” replied the 
Dakota man with an air of despondéncy. ''Isn't 
there any religious interest out there? Can’t you 
awaken it? Or won't they come to church?” 
* No, it isn’t that. The first week I went there I 
had big congregations. One day there were one 
hundred and fitty down on their knees weeping 
and praying. A man came in and said there were 
two detectivs coming down the road, and every 
blessed person got up and skipped.” 


* EVER NEW AND FAIR To SIGHT. 

*Oh, the drums were heard and the picolo 
note, a8 the circus up town paraded, and the 
Shorn-off mule and the whiskered goat, and the 
elephant umber-shaded. I followed it calmly at 
early morn, my work and my labors spurning, 
and I harked to the sound of a rusty horn witha 
wild and unhallowed yearning. Few and short 
were the tunes they played, and they paused not 
at all to monkey, so I slowly followed the route 
they made at the heels of the lop-eared donkey. 
I bought up a seat at the show that night, and 
looked at the limber woman, who tied herself in 
a knot so tight she seemed more like hemp than 
human. And I eagerly looked at the wondrous 
bloke who swallowed some cotton blazing, and 
blew from his nostrils a cloud of smoke, till I 
thought he was sheol raising. And I watched the 
clown as he ran and rolled, and stood in a dozen 
poses, and worked off a string of jokes so old, they 
came from the time of Moses.” 


* WHERE can I buy a pair of cuffs?” inquired a 
late riser of an Austin hotel proprietor one Sun- 
day morning. ‘*Don’t believe you can buy them 
anywhere,” replied the hotel man, “clothing 
stores are all closed up until four o’clock in the 
evening.” ‘* Well, where can I get a cocktail? I 
am as dry as a puff-bálL" *''Can't. Saloons are 
all closed until after four o'clock." ‘I suppose I 
cau get a glass of sweet cider at some corner 
grocery, can’t I?" “Not much; groceries are all 
closed up until after four o'clock." “Are, eh? 
Then I guess I'll hav to go down to some drug 
store and get a glass of plain soda.” *'Can't do 
that, either. Drug stores are not allowed to sell 
soda until after four o’clock.” The man moved 
mournfully over to the water-cooler, and had 
about half filled a tumbler, when a policeman in 
front of the hotel commenced shooting at a sus- 
picious-looking dog. The hotel guest dropped the 
glass, jumped about fourteen feet, and running 
behind the ‘office desk shouted: “Don’t shoot 
again cap.! I won't touch a drop of your darned 
old ice-water until after four o’clock. If you 
think it is too rich for my blood, I'll practice self- 
denial and spit cotton until sundown.” 


THE TRUTH SEF KER ANNUAL. 


Price, 25 cents. 


and Abraham came to mourn for Sarah, 


Gems of Ghonght 


THE greatest gain we can make is knowledge. 


Huxley. 
| VH. A Protest anda-Plea, By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- | This will help us to cause the world to grow better 


more than all other agencies we. Can -employ.— 


| D. M.- Bennett, 


THE Augean stables of the world—the accnmu- 
lated uncleanness and misery of centuries—re- 
quire a mighty river to cleanse them thoroughly 
away. Every drop: we contribute aids to swell 

that river and augment its 

force into a degree appre- 
ciable by God, though not 
by man; and he whose zeal 
is deep and earnest will not 
be over-anxious that his in- 
dividual drop should be 
distinguishable amid the 
mighty mass of cleansing 
and fertilizing waters, far 
less that, for the sake of 
distinction, it should flow 
in  ineffectiv singleness 
away. He will not be care- 
ful that his name should 

-be inscribed upon the mite 

which he casts into the 

_ treasury of God. It should 

' suffice each of us to know 

that, if we hav labored, 
`. With purity of purpose in 
any good cause, we must 

. hav contributed to its. suc- 

cess; that the degree in 
which we hav contributed 

is a matter of infinitly 
small concern; and .still 
more, that the conscious- 
ness of having so contrib- 
uted, however obscurely 

: and unnoticed, should be 

Ur we our sufficient, if our sole, 
bts hi reward, Let us cherish 
vitae "hy " thisfaith,it is a duty. He 

di d, Yu {yl > who sows and reaps is a 
good laborer, and worthy 

‘of his hire. But he who 

sows what shall be reaped 

by others who know not 
and seek not of the sower, 
is.a laborer of a nobler 

order, and worthy of a 

loftier guerdon.—Greg's. 

Creed of Christendom, 


DOR 


“Your last day must be 
a ruthless kind of spiritual 
butchery,” said Richard, 
“if a poor soul is punished 
for not having learned, 
when in the body, what 
farms belonging to her were let, and for how 
much and to whom. How you Christians can im- 
agin such a divine being as he whom you worship 
I cannot conceive. Your God of love is more cruel 
than Moloch; your divine reason more inaensate 
than Juggernaut. Mrs, Linton's Under Which 
Lord. 

JUST AWAY. 
I cannot say, and I will not say 
That he is dead. Heis just away! 


With a cheery smile and a wave of the hand 
He has wandered into an unknown land, 


And left ùs dreaming how very fair 
It needs must be, since he lingers there. 


And you, oh, you, who the wildest yearn 
For the old-time step and the glad return, 


Think of him faring on, as dear 
In the love of there a8 the Iove of here; 


Aud loyal still; as he gave the blows 
Of his warrior strength to his country's foes ; : 


Mild and gentle as he was brave— 
When the sweetest love of his life he gave 


To simple things. Where the violets grew 
Pure as the eyes they were likened to. 


The touches of his hands hav stayed 
As reverently as his lips hav prayed. 


When the little brown thrush that harshly chirred 
Was dear to him a8 the mocking bird; 


And he pitied as much as a man in pain 
A writhing honey bee wet with rain. 


Think of him still as the same, I say, 
He i8 not dead, ho is just away ! 
—James Whitcomd Riley. 


PROTESTANT, a8 well as Catholic, Christianity 
discourages investigation and love of truth, by in- 
stilling into the mind unmanly fears respecting 
the consequences of coming to conclusions in con- 
flict with accepted dogmas. How cau a man, edu- 
cated to believe a system that forbids doubting— 
the beginning of all wisdom—regarding it8 truth, 
make an impartial examination of its claims, or 
the claims of other systems opposed to it, or in- 
vestigate without fear or favor questions that are 
related to it?—Underwood's Lectures and Essays. 


In this austere solitude (the hermitage to which 
Peter had withdrawn] his body was emaciated; 
his fancy was inflamed; whatever he wished he 
believed; whatever he believed he saw in dreams 
and révelations. . . Such is credulity that mir- 
acles, most doubtful in the spot and at the mo- 
ment, will be received with implicit faith at a con- 
venient distance of time and space.—Gibbon's De- 
cline and Fall of the Roman Empire. 


ADVANCING years brought no diminution of 
Hume's gayety. of spirit, nor did evon the ap- 
proach of death overshadow that cheerful seren- 
ity for which he had all his life been remarkable. 
There are those who hay thought it strange that 
the end should come thus to a man of David 
Hume’s opinions. A more dismal closing would 
hay been in better keeping, they think, with such 
a career. But.timidity or fortitude, in the face of 
the inevitable, is but a poor test of the truth of a 
man’s belief.~Principal Catra, D.D. 


THE weak thing, weaker than a child, benotes 
strong one day if it be a true thing—Cariyle, 
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JErFERSON Davis has written a letter in 
which he says that the ordering of the Con- 
federate flags to be returned to their original 

| statesis without precedent in military history. 


Joles and Glippings. 


Tue New York Episcopalians are having ; He thinks the flags belong to the states whose 
some difficulty in finding a suitable site for ; soldiers captured them, and that the general 
The government has no voice in the matter. 


their proposed $6,000,000 cathedral. 
committee report that as 


Tus Jornal de Comercio of Rio Janeiro says 
that on a farm in Brazil where hemp is 
grown seven large monkeys hav been taught 
to cut the hemp and prepare it for sale. 
They work more quietly than the negroes, 
and the cost of feeding the animals is 


. trifling. 


A Pious man named John Tobin knelt . 
down in Broadway one day last week, and 
offered up a prayer. A police officer listened 
to him until he was heard to ask God to 
* gave New York from the politicians,” and 
then arrested him. The judge held with the 
officer that anyone who would make so un- 


reasonable a prayer must 


Soon as they look at a 
site the owner of it sends 
the price up. 


of necessity be insane, 


Tue Swedes of Chica- 
go are going to erect in 


‘Lincoln park a $50,000 

monument to Linnzus, 

the famous botanist. The 

monument will be the 

finest in Chicago, and is 

to be a fac simile of the | 
Linnzus statue at Stock- 
holm. 


Mrs. Lvox BARBER 
voted at Angelica, N. . 
Y., last fall. The fed- 
eral authorities refused 
to prosecute and dis- 
missed the complaint, 
and the grand jury has 
"refused to indict her. 
The State Committee of 
the Woman Suffrage par- 
ty interfered for her. 
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Tur Rev. Sam Jones 
curls his evangelical lip 
at the business thrift of 
the great West. He says 
that.the St. Paul Chris- 
tians will not be in heav- 
en twenty-four hours 
without having a real 
estate sign out and claim- 
ing the agency for all the’ 
best corner lots in the 
Celestial City. 


‘Tae Shelbyville, Ind., 
Baptist church was burnt 
recently, and a man 
named Calee is under 
arrest for lighting it. 
He confesses and makes 
affidavit that the pastor, 
the Rev. Wm. Snapp, 
bribed him to commit the 
act. Some of the con- 
gregation charge Mr. 
Snapp with ministerial 
conduct toward a young 
woman of his flock. 
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AROHBISHOP CoRRIGAN 
addressed the, students 
of the Manhattan College 
at their annual examina- 
tion exercises. He said 
regarding the labor ques- 
tion that it was a momen- 
tous problem, but urged. 
the students to remember 
that ‘‘the Catholic church 
has in her keeping the 
unraveling of this as of - 
all. other secrets.” And 
probably there were some 
people present stupid 
enough to believe that 
the archbishop told the 
truth. 


A ONTZEN of Albany 
and his wife, wearied 
by the prosiness and 
long sermons of the 
pastor of the church 
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THE MAN AND THE MOUNTEBANK. 


How Brass raises itself to the level of Brains. 


that they attended, de- 
cided to change their place of worship. So 
on a recent Sunday they attended a neighbor- 
ing church to see how they would like it. 
Hardly were they seated when their pastor 
entered the pulpit. He had exchanged pul- 
pits for that service, and that morning 
preached an unusually long sermon. At the 
close of the service he met his two parish- 
ioners and thanked them very heartily for 
feeling such an interest in his preaching as to 
follow him to a strange church. 


Tue London Saturday Review sums up the 


lows: : 
Divil a man or a pope that can frighten um; 
No! and when Lao was afther invitin’ um 
Over to Rome, he'd hav gone to enlighten um, 
Freely, but not to be laid on the shelf, 

Yes; I will venture to giv ye me word 
Never the likes of his logic was heard. 

Archbishop Corrigan 

Wished him in Oregon; 

Sure he'd, begorra ! gone 

Better himself. 


Dorine the eleven months ending May 31st 


Dr. McGlynn excitement in this city as fol.|417,860 immigrants landed at the different 


ports of the United States, an increase of 
188,608 over the same period last year. This 
comprises about 98 per cent of the entire im- 
migration, as it does not include arrivals from 
Canada and Mexico. Over 94,000 came from 
Germany, and nearly 60,000 from Ireland. 
During the month of May the immigration 
reached 83,664, an increase of 28,481 over 
May, 1886. 


and Mr.Tobin was locked 
up as a lunatic. 


Sr. ALBERTUS Polish 
ehurch, in Detroit, Mich., 
has been closed since 
Dec. 3, 1885, on account 
of a desperate war be- 
tween two factions of the 
congregation. Services 
were held there last Fri- 
day afternoon for the 
first time by one faction, 
under the protection of 
sixty policemen.. The 
other faction surrounded 
the church, some four 
hundred strong, and 
threatened violence. The 
former faction, which 
numbers two thousand 
persons, finally entered 
the church in a body and 
held services. 


THRRE judges hav re. 
versed the decision of 
Judge Laurence and of 
New York's corporation 
counsel, who held that 
hotel men may not serve 
wine to their guests with 
meals on Sunday. Liquor 
will therefore continue 
to be sold as usual. Yet 
anyone who reads the 
law would say that Judge 
Laurence and the corpo- 
ration counsel were right. 

The law distinctly says 
that no liquors shall be 
sold or given away on 
Sunday, and the very li- 
cense which permits the 
selling of liquor on other 
days of the week contains 


the words ‘‘except on 
Sunday" in prominent 
characters. Instead of 


being reconstrued, the 
law ought to be repealed 
or made alike for all 
days. 


Burrato Britt, other- 
wise Gen. W. F. Cody, 
is attracting great at 
tention with his Wild 
West show in London. 
He gave a private en- 
tertainment to royalty 
the other day, which not 
only pleased his visit- 
ors, but gained for him- 
self an advertisment 
which no money could 
pay for. He had for his 
audience the king of 
Denmark, the king of 
Greece, the king of Sax- 
ony, and the king of the 
Belgians, besides the 
prince and the princess 
of Wales, and & dozen 
other princes and prin- 
cesses, all of whom re- 
garded the occasion as a royal lark, and 
were much entertained. Buffalo Bill re- 
marked during the proceedings that he had 
often held four kings, but had never before 
run against such a royal flush. This joke 
‘was duly explained by the Prince of 
Wales to the crowned heads, who were 
‘ignorant of the great American game of 
' poker. Mr. Cody is realizing the promis of 
the psalmist that the ''diligent in business 
shall stand before kings." 
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Communications. 


Tales Told Out of School. 
THE REY. DR. JONES ON SPIRITUALISM. —CONTINUED. 


At this point, seeing that the lady clerk was well 
versed in Spiritualistic lore, I said: “ My dear madam, 
you will take no offense, I hope, if E ask you what 
are the Spiritualists’ views concerning love and 
marriage. In my section of country, they are gen- 
erally believed to be Freelovers.” To which she re- 
plied: “ You will admit that the press of a country 
indicates pretty clearly the advance made by society 
from barbarism to civilization. In these days such is 
the rivalry between journals, and the desire of each 
to get the advantage of the other in giving the public 
the latest and most substantial news, that a new 
order of men has arisen, called ‘ Reporters,’ whose 
function is to picture the times as they are—to hold, 
like the stage, the mirror up to nature; to show 
Virtue her own feature, Scorn her own image, and the 
very age and body of the time, its form and pressure. 
The results of these men’s labors, published in the 
-daily and weekly papers, are so disgusting in the 
narrative they furnish of vice and crime among the 
higher, as well as the lower, classes of society, that 
one would be moved to vote for suppressing the 
license of the press, or establishing at least an index 
expurgatorius, were it not for the fact that it informs 
parents of the kind of world into which their chil- 
` dren hav been born; and where they must perform 

their parts of honor or of shame. They see that life 
is an Indian gantlet, which everyone is bound to 

run, and through which very few escape without a 

wound, and most of them never reach the end of the 

file, but fall dead under the relentless tomahawks of 
'ihe savages. We inherit the vices of our remote 
ancestors—the vices of childhood, of youth, of mature 
life, and of old age. Into these we fall by reason of 
sheer ignorance how to avoid them. But far better 
. than any Bible or any religion, we hav in these latter 

days a revelation made to us in the science of physi- 
ology, which teaches us how our bodies are con- 
structed, how personal vices saw through the nerves 
of life, shortening our days and making us miserable 
and degraded while they last. Now, we Spiritualists 
hav dethroned the old Jehovah of the Jews and 
Christians, and hav installed science in his place. -To 
arm our children for the dangerous conflict before 
them in life, as soon as they are able to comprehend 
a process of reasoning, we put into their hands 
treatises on physiology, so that they may see clearly 
the two paths which open before them—the path of 
virtue, which leads to honor, to self-respect, to health, 
and to a long and happy life on the one hand ; and 
on the other, the path of vice, which leads to dis- 
honor, to sickness, and premature death and damna- 
tion. 

"Now, if you hav been an attentiv observer of 
human events, you will hav seen that among the 
divorce cases, the crim. con. cases, the elopement 
cases, the suicides, murders, and other vagaries grow- 
ing out of the love instinct, which are reported in the 

‘newspapers all over the land, no Spiritualists figure. 
Remember that, according to Catholic statisticians, 
we number ten millions. Examin the police courts, 
and the reports of all the penitentiaries in the land, 
and you will be struck with the fact that no Spirit- 
ualists or Infidels are found among the criminals who 
hav forfeited their liberty by their crimes. The 
reason is that these two classes of people, better than 
any other, understand the laws of life and health, and 
obey them. They know from their study of practical 
physiology that personal vices, and especially those 
which are sexual, revenge themselvs upon those who 
commit them; and that if they wish to enjoy life, and 
fulfil their mission here, they must find out the 
secret of ruling themselvs, instead of being ruled by 
their vices. Modern Spiritualism is not yet forty 
years old, and yet if you would attend our meetings 
and look round at the old men who in part compose 
them, you would be impressed by their hale and 
healthy look. As old Adam said to Orlando in the 
play, our old men could say to you, if you asked them 
the cause of their youthful looks: 

Though I look old, yet am I strong and lusty ; 

- For in my youth I never did apply 

Hot and rebellious liquors in my blood ; 

Nor did not with unbashful forehead ‘woo 

The means of weakness and debility. 

Therefore my age is as a lusty winter, 
; Frosty, but kindly. 

: * I do not say it boastingly, but because there is a 
profound philosophy in the fact, which all the church 
people ought to study, that no class of persons are 
so chaste in their love relations as the Spiritualists, 
if we may Jutige of the condition of society by the 
press. Here and there, now and then, there may be 
-though I hay heard of none—a divorce between 
married people, who find out that ihey are mismated, 
and feel that it would be a crime against true mar- 
riage and humanity to bring children into the world 
under the curse of inharmonious relations between 
the parents; but such are as rare as angel's visits. 
Marriage, like the old Jewish Sabbath, was made for 
man—not man for marriage. The church reverses 


the rule, the Catholics making it a sacrament, and 
existing only by the authority and for the good of 
the church ; the Protestants making it a divine ordi- 
nance. But France, England, and the United States 
all make it a mere civil contract, but with this anom- 
alous feature in its character, that whereas it is of the 
essence of a civil contract that the parties to it may 
dissolve it for reasons satisfactory to themselvs, in the 
civil contract: of marriage the parties cannot do so. 
I firmly believe in the conservativ influence of liberty, 
intellectual, personal, and political, You may feel 
shocked at my saying it, but after much observation 


and reflection I am inclined to think that the aboli-. 


tion of the marriage oath, and allowing men and 
women to manage their love matters to suit them- 
selvs, under the strict meaning of the law that mar- 
riage is a civil contract alone, there would be much 
greater permanence in the relation, and vastly fewer 
divorces. When married persons quarrel, and feel 
that they are bound together with an iron chain 
which they cannot sever, the consciousness that they 
are in bonds aggravates the evil. But if they hold 
each other by the stronger tie of love and respect, 
and both feel that they are at liberty to go, the sen- 
timent of honor will come to the reseue, and restore 
the old love and confidence which the iron chain 
could not. Many people are suspicious of all free- 
dom. It is the result of the church’s doctrin of total 
depravity, that men cannot be trusted unless loaded 
down with chains. 

“But there is another reason why Spiritualists 
walk perpendicularly through life and deserve the 
reputation which the press givs them of remarkable 
exemption from the sexual scandals which occupy so 
much public attention in England and this country. 


"You never would do an act unworthy of yourself in 


the presence of your mother or daughter. Nine- 
tenths of the crime committed is done privately, in 
the dark. Bring the actors out into broad daylight, 
and they would not dare to perpetrate crime as they 
do. We all exercise by our presence a restraining 
influence on each other, and this is one of the good 
things resulting from society. Now, we Spiritualists 
hold that our departed friends still liv, and like a 
cloud of witnesses take cognizance of us and sympathize 
with us in the struggles we put forth on the theater 
of life. We feel both encouraged and restrained by 
& consciousness of this fact ; encouraged to make a 
brave and persevering fight, and restrained from 
doing anything unmanly or unwomanly, although 
tempted to do so. 

* Hav you ever seen a book published every now 
and then by a Colonel Billings, of Iowa, containing a 
list of the names of clergymen who attain the unen- 
viable distinction of being religious criminals? We 
hav not got the book on our shelves, but if you 
would like to see the names, crimes, day, and date of 
nearly a thousand clergymen committed within ten 


„years, I will send an errand-boy round to the news 


depot and get it" “Don’t put yourself to the 
trouble, my dear madam,” said I, “for I saw the 
book at Taz Trura SzrxgR office in New York, and 
felt on reading it pretty much as I suppose Sir John 
Falstaff felt when he was carried in Mistress Ford’s 
buck-basket to Datchet’s-lane, and tumbled into the 
river Thames.” * Well" continued she, “you 
observe that the offenses are generally sexual, and in 
law worthy of the penitentiary. The only real model 
saint of antiquity, Joseph, is immortalized in the 
Bible for resisting the fascinations of Potiphar’s wife. 
He was controled by his belief in the omnipresence 
of God—‘How can I do this great wickedness, and 
sin against God? But the gay Lotharios of the 
pulpit who figure in Mr. Billings’s book, although 
they denounce the Spiritualists and Infidels because 
they do not believe in the orthodox God, giv the 
most indubitable proof that they themselvs are 
either out-and-out Atheists, or worship and serve & 
God whom they can mesmerize and put to sleep, as 
Professor Cadwell does his subjects, so that he can 
not see when they go out to practice their amours. 
One of our Boston editors, who had read and studied 
Colonel Billings’s book, thunderstruck his subscrib- 
ers and made mad the preacher-worshiping women, 


especially of the Downs school, by declaring that in. 


proportion to their numbers there was no class in 
society so criminal as the clergy,.and that in regard 
to chastity, the lawyers, the doctors, the tradesmen, 
and the politicians were all celibate Shakers in com- 
parison with them. Now, these clerical delinquents 
evidently believe that God's eyes are constructed 
like ours, and that he cannot see in the dark. But 
the Spiritualists believe and, what is much more, 
they know that departed spirits are only separated 
from us by a thin veil, and that they see and cheer us 
88 werun the gantlet of life, and feel ashamed and 
sorry when we fall. Hence we hav a present and 
powerful motiv to well-doing." 

“But what hav you to say,” I-asked the lady clerk, 
* about those fraudulent manifestations of departed 
Spirits which are so frequently noticed and censured 
by the newspapers?" “Well,” said she, “I admit 
there hav been instances of the kind you mention. 
But as the circulation of counterfeit money in busi- 
ness transactions proves in itself the reality of the 
good money which it counterfeits so every fraudful 


device to counterfeit spiritual phenomena proves con- 
clusivly that there are real phenomena which are 
thus simulated. I deeply regret that any Spiritual- 
istic medium should bring reproach upon the cause, 
and upon his or her own character, by ever practic- 
ing a trick upon the credulity of the people for the 
mean and miserable purpose of making money. But 
mediums are only human beings, and hav all the in- 
firmities of humanity-like other people. There are 
hundreds of them, known as such, all over the coun- 
try, and many who are not known to the public; and 
if some of them practice fraud, the rest who are hon- 
est should not be condemned on that account. Be- 
sides, mediuniship is a natural gift, like a talent for 
music, painting, or poetry, and has no necessary con- 
nection with good morals. Some musicians, painters, 
and poets of eminence hav been people of. bad morals, 
and so may some mediums be. Hence we must ‘try 
the spirits, and never implicitly surrender either our 
judgments or consciences to any communication sim- 
ply because it purports to come from the world of 
Spirits. 'The process of dying makes no sudden 
change in ihe character of a liar, transforming him. 
immediately into a winged angel, playing on a golden 
harp, as the church teaches. He carries with him 
across the river of death all the attributes which 
marked his character here, and has to begin his new 
career of intellectual and moral improvement in the 
other world at the lowest rung of the ladder. Such 
bad, undeveloped spirits often speak through medi- 
ums -whom they control, tell lies, and play tricks, as 
they did here. Mediums are not, as such, infallible 
expounders of truth. They are the mere mouth- 
pieces of those who control them. - All phenomena 
are natural, not supernatural, and all that Spiritual- 
ism proves beyond doubt is the mere fact that death 
does not destroy the personality and individuality of 
a man, but that both survive the event. If we wish 
to know more than this we must wait till we die, and 
find it out by experience. But around this great 
fact of a future life, as a nucleus, may be built, and is 
being built, a philosophy which is benign in its influ- 
ence upon all who accept it. A man who has no 
longer any fear of an angry God and a burning Hell.' 
fire, who has not the least particle of the fear of 
death, can afford to take things as they come and be 
happy ; and remembering that his future condition, 
at least at the start, depends in a great measure upon 
the character he forms here, he has another and ex- 
ceedingly powerful motiv to well-doing.” 

* You present your case very strongly, madam,” I 
observed. “But it seems to me that if you abolish 
hell, as a motiv, you must abolish all oaths in courts 
of justice too; and then, what inducement can you 
present to the common run of men to speak the 
truth, be faithful to their word, and trustworthy in 
all emergencies?” To which she replied: ‘‘I think 


-I could show you from the history of all ages, if I 


had the time, that the church idea of making men do 
their duty by the hopes of heaven, and the fear of 
hell, betrays a disgraceful ignorance of human nat- 
ure, and reflects great dishonor on the God who is 
supposed to hav made man in his own image and 
likeness. When two armies are in sight of each 
other, and preparing for battle the next day, and 
they want to put on guard at night, and intrust with 
the countersign, men in whom implicit confidence can 
be placed, what steps do they take to secure the ob- 
ject? Do they lead each man up to the quarters of 
the proper officer, and swear him to the faithful per- 
formance of his duty as a sentinel, and make him kiss 
a greasy old Bible, as they do in our civil courts; 
and which means that he is willing to go to hell, and 
burn there forever, if he break his oath? No. What 
has in al ages been found to be infinitly better in 
making a man true to his promis is, to put him on 
his parole of honor. You appeal to his manliness, 
and his sense of honor and rectitude, and are seldom 
disappointed in the result. During our late civil 
war, of all the thousands of men, on both sides, who 
were taken prisoners, and liberated on their parole of 
honor, that they would not take up arms again, unless 
duly exchanged, I never heard of but one who broke 
his word, and he was the son of a Presbyterian min- 
ister, and was scornfully rejected and reproached by 
his Southern commander to whom he had offered his 
services. 

“This is thereason why I believe that if you would ` 
abolish all religious oaths in courts of justice, and else- 
where, and put witnesses and contractors on their 
word of honor as men, it would be a wise plan to bring 
out the truth, and make men faithful. Christ showed 
himself to bea philosopher, if he were not a god, 
when he said to his disciples, ‘Swear not at all; but 
let your communication be yea, yea; and nay, nay.” 
He knew where to find the leverage in human nature 
in order to speaking the truth, which is so important 
in society. The only treaty in history that was hon- 
estly kept, and never broken, was the one William 
Penn made with. the Indians in Pennsylvania, which 
was confirmed, not by oath, but by yea and nay." 

“Taking it as & whole, my dear madam, with some 
exceptions, I must admit," said I, “that your theory 
is very beautiful and very plausible; but I observe 
that the majority of the most eminent scientists of 
the day, in this country and in England, treat it as a 


. like Naaman the Syrian. 
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mere pitiable delusion. You do not place your Spir- 
itual phenomena where we Christians place the 
divine mysteries of our religion—above the grasp of 
reason, and therefore to be accepted, if at all, by 
faith alone, based on the authority of holy men of 
God who spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost. If you appeal unto Cesar in defense of your 
cause, unto Cesar you must go, and abide by the 
consequences.” -To which the lady clerk replied: 
* Why, my dear sir, that is exactly the thing we con- 
stantly desire to accomplish, to bring our case into a 
court where the decisions of the judge, and the ver- 
diet of the jury, shall be governed by the testimony 
of witnesses, who, in point of character, are unim- 
peached and unimpeachable. But pooh-poohing is 
neither the scientific nor the legal method of dispos- 
ing of a natural phenomenon called a fact. It is, 
however, the very way adopted by the majority of 
so called scientific men in treating the facts of Spir- 
itualism. There are thousands of persons whose 
word: would be taken in any court of justice without 
question, who testify that the personality and indi- 
viduality of a man are not destroyed by death, and 
giv as proof what their eyes hav seen, and their ears 
heard. It is not a question of philosophy at all, but 
simply a fact on which a philosophy is based, to be 
decided by the testimony of witnesses. The scien- 
tists would not dare, in so many words, to impeach 
those witnesses, either with falsehood, imbecility, or 
childish credulity, but they virtually do so when they 
refuse to investigate a question in their own domain 
of nature, and dismiss it with a contemptuous pooh- 
pooh. The Spiritualists stoutly maintain that the 
phenomena which occur at their seances, and which 
are not new, but as old as the race, are natural, and 
not miracles. But in the face and teeth of this alle- 
gation, repeated a thousand times, the scientists per- 
sist in calling them supernatural and religious, and 
therefore incapable of scientific investigation. If 
they were compelled to go through the form of inves- 
tigation, as was the case at Philadelphia, where a 
fund of money was at stake, it would be as if the 
plaintiff's attorney, with his fee in his pocket, would 
investigate the defendant's side of the question. 
This is not investigation at all, which implies that 
both sides of the question are considered. It is a 
mere paid attorneyship, which, if it had been adopted 
by scientists on other subjects of inquiry, in defer- 
ence to a bribe-giving church, would hav surrounded 
the nineteenth century with the gloom of the Middle 
Ages. It is the office of the judge in courts of law 
and justice to gather the facts in the case, and pre- 
sent them to the jury as the basis of their verdict. 
How anxious an honest juror often is, when his mind 
has been obfuscated by the sophistical pleas of the 
lawyers, to hear the court calmly, and in an unprej- 
udiced way, cite in detail the facts in evidence, pro 
and con, and dwell upon them in the interest of 
justice between man and man. Hence, the opinions 
of Tyndall and other scientists who hav never inves- 
tigated in the department öf science called Spiritual- 
ism, as they hav in other departments, hav not the 
weight of a feather on the minds of those who feel 
interest enough in the subject to giv it a fair and 
thorough examination. 

* But, while the subject is in their own realm of 
inquiry, and out of the realm of the theologian and 
religionist, I will make an excuse for the scientists 
for ignoring the phenomena of Spiritualism for 
which, I suppose, they will not thank me, but which 
I honestly make because I hav gone through the 
same experience up to the point where they turned 
away in disgust, but where I continued the investi- 
gation till I finished it. If it be true, in defiance of 
all argument to the contrary, that a person survives 
the change called death, and continues to liv on 
under the law of progressiv development, the fact is 
so momentous in its character and consequences that 
it is almost impossible to believe it. How often, on 
the announcement of good tidings, do we hear the ex- 
clamation of the person interested, ‘Oh, I cannot be- 
lieve it; it is too good news to be true" When one sud- 
denly learns that an absent and beloved friend whom 
his soul long and intensely yearned to see is unex- 
pectedly in the neighborhood, he is so glad that he 
actually becomes incredulous to the fact. In like 
manner, when a man who has the fire of love for a 
departed friend burning on the altar of his heart 
hears that the spirit of that friend is near and wishes 
to speak to him, he feels that the privilege of listen- 
ing and of being assured of the truth of such a pos- 
sibility shall be accompanied by extraordinary and 
marvelous manifestations, ind he wonders why the 
communication is not made to him at his home or 
some other place of his own choosing. And when he 
isinformed of the natural law that he cannot take a 
message off this wire between two stations on the line, 
but must come to the dingy little office called the 
-seance room, where the telegraphic operator called 
‘the medium is perhaps a person of imperfect moral 
character or of no great account, he feels and acts 
The story is in the Bible 
‘(2 Kings v).. Naaman was a leper who, when he was 
itold by the prophet to go and wash in the Jordan to 
ibe recovered from his leprosy, like his illustrious 
:Suecessors, the scientists of the nineteenth century, 


| Wash and be clean? Then went he down and dipped 


"ualism doubt and distrust. 


-it an offense against justice. 


pooh-poohed the idea, and haughtily said: ‘ Are not 
Abana-and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than 
all the waters in Israel? May I not wash in them 
and be clean? So he turned and went away ina 
rage. But when his servants came near and ex- 
postulated with him, saying: ‘If the prophet had bid 


thee do some great thing, wouldst thou not hav done | 
civilized world is not whether “alcohol is ever neces- 
sary for any use,” nor is it that “the liquor traffic is 
the gigantic crime of crimes,” nor is it of the slightest 
consequence what small-minded men like Garfield or 
Solomon said about it, for neither of them had any 
sympathy with the producing classes. . 


it? How much rather then, when: he saith to thee, 
himself seven times in Jordan, and his flesh came 
again, like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was 
clean.’ 

* T know how these scientists feel, for I remember 
well when I felt toward the whole subject of Spirit- 
But I was a witness to 
facts, over and: over again, that can never be ac- 
counted for in any other way than that death. is only 
& change of the mode of existence, and does not at 
all extinguish a man's being, but that helivs and acts 
upon a new theater concerning which we now know 
little but the bare fact." 

Thanking the lady clerk for her courtesy in giving 
me an insight into Spiritualism as it is understood 
by the Spiritualists themselvs, I took my leave and 


‘hastened, as I did after leaving Tae TRUTH SEEKER 


office, to set down in my journal the substance of 
what she said. If the Spiritualists were organized 
they would compose the right wing of the army of 
unbelief arrayed against the church, while the In- 
dels, if organized, would compose the left. Of the 
two, we hav vastly more to fear from the former than 
the latter, for the central idea of Spiritualism is & 
Christian one, whereas the Infidels generally are Ma- 
terialists who believe that death ends all As soon 
as doubt unsettles the faith of a church-member or a 
Materialist, he finds a congenial stopping-place in 
Spiritualism. The safety of the church consists in 
her complete organization, whereby her heads of de- 
partments raise funds, print books, and send their 
missionaries into all parts of the land. Should the 
sentiment these two classes are now forming ever be 
able to marshal their strength it will be avery serious 
matter. But sufficient unto the day is the evil 
thereof. : 

: — oer — 


O’Brien in Canada and Reynolds in New Jersey. 
From such communities, good Lord, deliver us. 


Canada and New Jersey are at the present time 
making the most energetic efforts to muzzle free 
speech and incidentally to encourage mob violence. 
A New Jersey judge—do not forget that his name is 
Childs, and that his brain and the verdict which he 
procured and approved appear to be ample proof 
that his name could not be changed without doing 
violence to certain facts. This New Jersey judge 
and two Canadian mayors hav allowed mob violence 
to.go unpunished, while the victim of the mob in one 
ease is tried for blasphemy and in the other case 
escapes with his life through no favor of the mayors, 
simply because these men hav expressed an honest 
thought. In New Jersey there is no complication. 
It is a simple case of religious bigotry and phenom- 
enal ignorance, while in Canada politics and religion 
hav joined forces, as of old, to crush free speech and 
destroy intellectual liberty. 

Of course, neither will succeed. A thought, once 
born, never dies. 
of liberty are too firmly fixed in memory to be for- 
gotten. Canadian mayors may wink at mobs for 
&busing the person of James O'Brien, but the tide of 
opinion in favor of Home Rule for Ireland has risen 
too high to prevent its further spread. The brickbat 
arguments in favor of tyranny are always the last 
desperate resort. They are always the final message 
from defeated ignorance and bigotry to their more 
more enlightened rival. 

New Jersey judges may allow mob violence to go 
unpunished—may impose a fine upon Mr. Reynolds 
for expressing an opinion which differs from that of 
the average ignorance of the constituents of this 
judieial Childs—but all of the judges in the narrow- 
minded little state will never be able to again 
imprison thought nor make the honest expression of 
In another New Jersey 
village one set-of religious bigots hav just mobbed 
another set of religious bigots for the crime of advo- 
cating a different phase of theological idiocy from 
their own, and at the same time expressing the 
opinion that their opponents were “devils.” Both 
sides talk glibly of what God intends, what he wants, 
what he wishes them to do, and brag like street 
bullies of what he has done and will do to confound 
their particular enemies. And in the mean time it 
would require omniscience to be able to decide which 
is the greater set of donkeys, or rather which of 
these two sets of donkeys has the longer ears. 
Imagin an almighty God attempting to decide be- 
tween the degrees of idiocy possessed by two sets of 
skulls filled with bran! There are some few things 
which would be impossible to even a supposititious 
God in the state of New Jersey. Even the being 
who could make the Red Sea stand on end could not 
evolve thought out of putty, nor procure justice 
from brains saturated with superstition. ‘Thus 
endeth the first lesson.” Herren H. GARDENER, 


lines at the top of this paper. 
etc. 


‘The glimpses we hav already had 


Question ! 
Excessiv wealth, resulting in luxury and idleness on the 


one hand, and excessiv toil and poverty on the other, lead to 
intemperance and vice. 
manded will prove to be the scientific solution of the temper- 
ance question.— Cincinnati Platform of the New Union Party. 


The measure of reform here de- 


The question before the people of the so-called 


There is a whole volume of meaning in the few 
* füxcessiv wealth,” 
It is a crime and a waste of time to discuss the 
“ liquor traffic” when the homes of millions hav been 


stolen from them by usury thieves. 


While the people liv on food, ninety per cent of 


which is not fit to take into any stomach, it is useless 
to think of making the people temperate. 


Giv the people their rights, restore, to them their 
stolen homes, lessen the hours of labor at least one- 
third, increase their wages one-half, abolish a great 


many wicked laws, take down your barbarous gal- 
lows, turn your cruel, inhuman prisons into asylums 
for the diseased; cure, not punish, the unfortunate ; 


and these, with many other reforms, when tried for a 
century, more or less, will begin to show what is the 
best methods to save the inebriate. ; 

It was a truth, no matter who said it: ‘The son of 
man eame not to destroy men's lives, but to save 
them." All the laws, customs, and principles on 
which governments and individuals act are on the de- 
structiv plan. To save mankind, to heal their wounds, 
to take them by the hand as brother, is not thought 
of. That worst word that ever disgraced the English 
language, “ punishment” for crime, is all the people 
think of. Iam not surprised that even some Liber- 
alists uge it, for the Bible and the pulpit teach it, but 
& true reformer never ought to use it. 

The liquor traffic question will be in order when 
justice is done the producer, and not before. Force 
wil never stop intemperance. Rum-selling, or the 
use of alcohol, is not the underlying cause of intem- 
perance. Five thousand years of abuse of the poor 
and the oppressed is the cause of all the evils. 

It is not true that “the liquor traffic is the gigantic 
cause of crimes.” Hav the sale and use of liquor 
brought the world into the condition where nearly 
all the wealth is in the possession of a few? No sane 
person will say it. 

Neither is it true that “alcohol causes three-fourths 
of all chronic illness which the medical man has to 
treat.” To make such a statement is not going to 
the root of the evil. Alcohol is not a natural drink 
to quench thirst, yet millions of gallons are drunk. 
But why will man take into his stomach that which 
the animal will reject? It is because for thousands 
of years his stomach has been poisoned by unnatural 
food, and his physique degenerated by excessiv labor. . 
Tobacco is a thousand times greater curse to the 
race than liquor, and it is only a question of time for . 
the people to see it. We don't settle the temperance 
question permanently until we know why people 
drink liquor instead of water. 

When reason takes the place of blind fanaticism, 
and the mind becomes sane, we may hope to hear 
the subject of temperance calmly discussed. Out- 
side of the “ Heredity” meetings we hear nothing 
about temperance. Then the questions of how to 
feed, clothe, and educate the offspring during child- 
hood and after-life will be subjects that will lay the 
foundation for a solid temperance superstructure. 

But before the liquor question is hardly thought of 
intelligently the people, the wealth-producers, must 


.| hav their right restored to them. Every human 


being born into this world must hav a home of his 
own, without the vandal hand of a usurer or a mur- 
derous mortgage on it. Stop selling the land. It is 
not yours to sell. Stop collecting rents of those 
half-starved families. Every family own the house 
they livin. Stop taxing the people's homes; it is 
robbery to do it. . 

The murderous governments of every nation on 
earth hav planted their bloody feet on the prostrate 
forms of the producers, and the guns from every war 
ship, every fort, navy yard, and from millions of 
hands are all pointed at the people to keep them from 
attempting to gain their rights. 

Are the men who make the Prohibition laws, Sun- 
day laws, and the many other oppressiv laws men of 
principle? No, indeed! They are fast preparing 
the way for the God-in-the-Constitution law. - 

Temperance has not been discussed in Maine for 
nearly forty years. From the beginning of the 
fanatical Maine law crusade there has been an 
incessant wrangling in the courts, every act of which 
has been a curse to the cause of temperance. 

Law-making in this, as well as all other countries, 
is fast assuming a dangerous attitude. When men 
are under sentence of death for free discussion, it is 
no time to talk about the evil effects of alcohol. The 
people want to know if they hav any rights, or must 
governments forever make the people slaves ? 

Newport, Me. ; SEWARD MITCHELL. 
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‘Tribute to "Henry Ward Beecher. 


[The Beecher Memorial volume, which has been compiled 
&nd edited by Mr. Edward W. Bok, and of which a limited 
private edition has been printed, contains a remarkable series 
of tributes to the great preachen Among the hundred con- 
tributors are Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, President Cleveland, 
Mr. Gladstone, M. Bartholdi, Sig. Salvini, Duke of Argyll, 
Senator Sherman, General Sherman, the poet Whittier, Dr. 
Talmage, Admiral Porter, Canon Farrar, Geo. W. Childs, 
Roscoe Conkling, Dr. MeGiyan, Henry George, Lawrence 

Barrett, W. W. Corcoran, Washington Gladden, Andrew 
` Carnegie, Charles Dudley Warner, John Burroughs, Julia 

Ward Howe, Ristori, Miss Cleveland, Mrs. Garfield, and 
many other names of prominence. The following is Colonel 
Ingersoll’s tribute :] 

Henry Ward Beecher was born in a Puritan peni- 
tentiary, of which his father was one of the wardens 
—a prison with very narrow and closely-grated win- 
dows. Under its walls were the rayless, Hopeless, 
and measureless dungeons of the damned, and on its 
roof fell the shadow of God's eternal frown. In this 
prison the creed and catechism were primers for 
children, and from a pure sense of duty their loving 
hearts were stained and scarred with the religion of 
John Calvin. ` - 

In those days the home of an orthodox minister 
was an inquisition in which babes were tortured for 

- the good of their souls. Children then, as now, re- 
belled against the infamous absurdities and cruelties 
of the creed. No Calvinist was ever able, unless 
with blows, to answer the questions of his child. 
Children were raised in what was called “the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord ”—that is to say, their 
wills were broken or subdued, their natures deformed 


and dwarfed, their desires defeated or destroyed, and |: 


their develópment arrested or perverted. Life was 
robbed of its spring, its summer, and its autumn. 
Children stepped from the cradle into the snow. No 
laughter, no sunshine, no joyous, free, unburdened 
days. God, an infinit detectiv, watched them from 
above, and Satan, with malicious leer, was waiting 
for their souls below. Between these monsters life 
was passed. Infinit consequences were predicated of 
the smallest action, and a burden greater than a God 
could bear was placed upon the heart and brain of 
every child. To think, to ask questions, to doubt, to 
investigate, were acts of rebellion. To- express pity 
for the lost, writhing in the dungeons below, was sim- 
ply to giv evidence that the enemy of souls had been 
at work within their hearts. 


Among all the religions of this world—from the 
creed of cannibals who devoured flesh to that of Cal- 
vinists who polluted souls—there is none, there has 
been none, there will be none, more utterly heartless 
and inhuman than was the orthodox Congregational- 
ism of New England in the year of grace 1813. It 
despised every natural joy, hated pictures, abhorred 
statues as lewd and lustful things, execrated music, 

regarded nature as fallen and corrupt, man as totally 
. depraved, and woman as somewhat worse. The the- 
ater was the vestibule of perdition, actors the ser- 
vants of Satan, and Shakspere a trifling wretch, whose 
words were seeds of death. And yet the virtues 
* found a welcome, cordial and sincere; duty was done 
. a8 understood; obligations were discharged; truth 
was told; self-denial was practiced for the sake of 
others; and hearts were good and true in spite of 
book and creed. : 

In this atmosphere of theological miasma, in this 
hideous dream of superstition, in this penitentiary, 
moral and austere, this babe first saw the imprisoned 
gloom. 

The natural desires ungratified, the laughter sup- 
pressed, the logic brow-beaten by authority, the 
humor frozen by fear—of many generations—were in 
this child, a child destined to rend and wreck the 
prison’s walls. 

Through the grated windows of his cell this child, 
this boy, this man, caught glimpses of the outer 
world, of fields and skies. New thoughts were in his 
brain, new hopes within his heart. Another heaven 
bent above his life. There came a revelation of the 
beautiful and real. "Theology.grew mean and small. 

Nature wooed and won and saved this mighty soul. 

Her countless hands were sowing seeds within his 
tropic brain. All sights and sounds—all colors, 
forms, and fragments—were stored within the treasury 
of his mind. His thoughts were molded by the 
graceful curves of streams, by winding paths in 

woods, the charm of quiet country roads, and lanes 
grown indistinct with weeds and grass—by vines that 
cling and hide with leaf and flower the crumbling 
wall's decay—by cattle standing in the summer pools 
like statues of content. : 

There was within his words the subtle spirit of 
‘the season's change—of everything that is, of every- 
thing that lies between the slumbering seeds, that, 
half-awakened by the April rain, hav dreams of 
heaven's blue, and feel the amorous kisses of the sun, 
and that strange tomb wherein the alchemist doth 
giv to death's cold dust the throb and thrill of life 
again. 

He saw with loving eyes the willows of the meadow- 
streams grow red beneath the glance of spring—the 
grass along the marsh's edge—the stir of life beneath 
the withered leaves—the moss below the drift of 
snow—the -flowers that giv their bosoms to the first 


south wind that woos—the sad and timid violets that 
only bear the gaze of love from eyes half elosed—the 
ferns, where fancy givs a thousand forms with but a 
single plan—the green and sunny slopes. enriched 
with daisy’s silver and the cowslip’s gold. 

As in the leafless woods some tree aflame with life 
stands like a rapt poet in the heedless, crowd, so 
stood this man among his fellow-men. 

All there is of leaf and bud, of flower and fruit, of 
painted insect life, and all the winged and happy 
children of the air that summer holds beneath her 
dome of blue, were known and loved by him. 

He loved the yellow autumn fields, the golden 
stacks, the happy homes of men, the orchard’s bend- 
ing boughs, the sumach’s flags of flame, the maples 
with transfigured leaves, the tender yellow of the 
beech, the wondrous harmonies of brown and gold— 
the vines where hang the clustered spheres of wit and 
mirth. He loved the winter days, the whirl and 
drift of snow—all forms of frost—the rage and fury 
-of the storm, when in the forest, desolate and stripped, 
the brave old pine towers green and grand—a 
prophecy of spring. He heard the rhythmic sound 
of nature’s busy strife, the hum of bees, the songs of 
birds, the eagles cry, the murmur of the streams, 
the sighs and lamentations of the winds, and all the 
voices of the sea. He loved the shores, the vales, 
the crags and cliffs, the city’s busy streets, the intro- 
spectiv, silent plain, the solemn splendors of the 
night, the silver sea of dawn, and evening’s clouds of 
molten gold. 

The love of nature freed this loving man. 

One by one the fetters fell; the gratings disap- 
peared, the sunshine smote the roof, and on the 
floors of stone light streamed from open doors. He 
realized the darkness and despair, the cruelty and 
hate, the starless blackness of the old, malignant 
creed. The flower of pity grew and blossomed in 
his heart. The selfish “consolation” filled his eyes 
with tears. He saw that what is called the Chris- 
tian’s hope is that, among the countless billions 
wrecked and lost, a meager few perhaps may reach 
the eternal shore—a hope that, like the desert rain, 
givs neither leaf nor bud—a hope that givs no joy, 
no peace, to any great and loving soul. It is the 
dust on which the serpent feeds that coils in heart- 
less breasts. 

Day by day the wrath and vengeance faded. from 
the sky—the Jewish God grew vague and dim—the 
threats of torture and eternal pain grew vulgar and 
absurd, and all the miracles seemed strangely out of 
place. They clad the infinit in motley garb, and 
gave to aureoled heads the cap and bells. 

Touched by the pathos of all human life, knowing 
the shadows that fall on every heart—the thorns in 
every path, the sighs, the sorrows, and the tears that 
lie between a mother’s arms and death’s embrace— 
this great and gifted man denounced, denied, and 
damned with all his heart the fanged and frightful 
dogma that souls were made to feed the eternal 
hunger—ravenous a8 famin—of a God's revenge. 

Take out this fearful, fiendish, heartless lie—com. 
pared with which all other lies are true—and the 
great arch of orthodox religion crumbling falls. 

To the average man the Christian hell and heaven 
are only words. He has no scope of thought. He 
livs but in a dim, impoverished now. To him the past 


| is dead—the future still unborn. He occupies with 


downcast eyes that narrow line of barren, shifting 
sand that lies between the flowing seas. But Genius 
knows all time. For him the dead all liv, and: 
breathe, and act their countless parts again. All 
human life is in his now, and every moment feels the 
thrill of all to be. 

No one can overestimate the good accomplished 
by this marvelous, many-sided man. He helped to 
slay the heart-devouring monster of the Christian 
world. He tried to civilize the church, to humanize 
the creeds, to soften pious breasts of stone, to take 
the fear from mothers’ hearts, the chains of creed 
from every brain, to put the star of hope in every 
sky and over every grave. ` : 

Attacked on every side, maligned by those who 
preached the law of love, he wavered not, but fought 
whole-hearted to the end. ' 

Obstruction is but virtue's foil From thwarted 
light leaps color’s flame—the stream impeded has a 
song. 

He passed from harsh and cruel creeds to that 
serene philosophy that has no place for pride or hate, 
that threatens no revenge, that looks on sin as 
stumblings of the blind and pities those who fall, 


knowing that in the souls of all there is a’ sacred. 


yearning for the light. He ceased to think of man 
as something thrust upon the world—an exile, from 
some other sphere. He felt at last that men are part 
of natures self—kindred of all life—the gradual 
growth of countless years; that all the sacred books 
were helps until outgrown, and all religions rough 
and devious paths that man has worn with weary 
feet in sad and painful search for truth and peace. 
To him these paths were wrong, and’ yet all gave 
promis of success. He knew that all the streams, no 
matter how they wander, turn, and curve amid the 
hills or rocks or linger in the lakes and pools, must 
some time reach the. sea. 
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These views enlarged his soul and made him patient 
with the world, and while the wintry snows of age 
were falling on his head, spring, with all her wealth 
of bloom, was in his heart. 

The memory of this ample man is now a part of 
nature’s wealth. He battled for the rights of men. 
His heart was with the slave. He stood against the 
selfish greed of millions banded to protect the pirate’s 
trade. His voice was for the right when freedom’s 
friends were few. He taught the church to think 
and doubt. He did not fear to stand alone. His 
brain took counsel of his heart. To every foe he 
offered reconciliation’s hand. He loved this land of 
ours, and. added to its glory through the world. He 
was the greatest orator that stood within the pulpit/s 
narrow. eurve. He loved the liberty of speech. 
There was no trace of bigot in his blood. He was a 
brave and generous man, and so, with reverent 
hands, I place this tribute on his tomb. 

Rozert G. IwcERSOLL. . 
to ————— 


Dr. York in Ottumwa. 


Dear Eveens: Our second lecture in Denver drew 
an audience of about fourteen hundred, showing most 
clearly that Denver contains a large Liberal element 
who can be induced from time to time to show their 
strength on the side of Freethought. 

And although our stay was so brief in their beauti- 
ful city, we hav abundant proof that the hearts of the . 
Denver people are in the right place. 

And our thanks are especially due to Brothers 
Truss, Jenkins, Shed, Thomas, Clayton, and others 
of the Secular Union who made our stay pleasant and 
gave us a helping hand on our way. We wish also 
to acknowledge the kindness of members of the Sec- 
ular Union at Canon City, of which John Locke is 
president, and George Towers the Secretary. This 
Secular branch was planted by our fellow-worker, W. 
F. Jamieson, and we were made happy in watering 
his plant, which givs good promis of future useful- 
ness. 

Our ride across Nebraska and Iowa was most de- 
lightful, and on every hand the corn and grain fields 
stretch away as far as the eye can reach, and with 
great promis of a bountiful harvest close at hand; and 
I could not but think and feel as we.sped across 
these rolling billows and wide sweeps of food-pro- 
ducing lands how great and grand our country is, 
and only man is vile. At least, I may truly say all 
such men as Comstock and those who aid him in his 
most nefarious methods to prevent vice and obscen- 
ity; and I can hardly find language sufficiently strong 
in condemnation of those miserable people who hav 
trapped our friend, Mrs. Slenker, in the meshes of 
the law—a law all right in its proper use, but most 
cruel when so perverted as to convict an innocent 
and right-minded old lady of crime, when the act for 
which she is arraigned contains none of the element 
of crime; and the animus of all these persecutions, 
from Abner Kneeland to D. M. Bennett, and on down 
to Reynolds and Mrs. Slenker, takes root in religious 
prejudice and a determination to crush out free 
speech and the dissemination of truth among the 
people. Alas! what won't Christians do for Christ's 
sake ? f i 

Eugene, I am proud of you, and glad to see you 
stand up bravely for principle and in defense of Mrs. 
Slenker, whom I regard as a noble, good, motherly, 
and highly intelligent lady, and whose intentions and 
motivs were no doubt for the good of suffering 
humanity. ; f 

And to say that I am simply sorry for Mrs. Slenker 
is too cheap. We are all sorry. But how much are 
we sorry? I feel that way just five dollars’ worth. 
Place me on her Defense list, and the money will be 
sent in due time to the Trura Sxzrkzn office. Dear 
friends, sympathy is a golden element and the very 
crown of the heart's affections, and yet without the 
helping hand: it is as a sounding brass or tinkling 
cymbal, and I ean only hope that a sufficient sum 
may be realized to place her defense in the hands of. ` 
Colonel Ingersoll, and that it may be carried to the 
highest court, and, if possible, break down this 
infamous use of legal power in the hands of bigots 
and knaves. ,. : 

We spoke last night to a fairly numerous audience 
in the Ottumwa Opera House, with the promis of a 
big house next Sunday. x 

We were kindly met at the train by Brother Wm. 
Lindsey, a true Liberal, and the warm friend of 8. P. 
Putnam, who had kindly by letter commended us to 
his care. 

Brother Putnam has left a good, clean, fresh trail 
in the minds of the Ottumwa people, and they all 
like him well. 

We were cordially received by Brother and Sister 
McCaroll, warm-hearted people and old-time workers 
in our cause; as also by Brother Peck, and many 
others whose dames we did not learn. And from our 
reception at Ottumwa, we are bound to say that 
they are a wide-awake and generous people. : 

We will be in Michigan during July; at Colum- ' 
bus, Ohio, the 21st and 28th of August; at -Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., the 4th, 11th, and 18th of September ; at 
Philadelphia, Sept. 25th and Oct. 2d; at New York, 
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Oct. 9th ; and at Boston, Oct. 16th, 23d, and 30th, 
the Lord willing. 
Our address during July will be Ionia, Mich. 


J. L. Yorzx. 
The Jewish Life of Christ. 

The editors of the republication of the “ Sepher 
Toldoth Jeshu” (Book of the Generation of Jesus), 
say that a complete translation was made by a Jew, 
and published by Richard Carlile in 1823. But it 
seems that a copy of it was scarcely to be found, and 
there was none in the British Museum. The first 
impulse of a Christian would be to destroy such a 

' book, and that probably accounts for its scarcity. 

Soon after the publication of “ Antichrist’s” trans- 
lation he found in a public library a little book with 
the following title : | 

"Jesus of Nazareth," by Isgac Goldstein. New York. 
Goldstein & Co., 19 Beekman st. 1866. 

All efforts to procure a copy of the book failed, 
and nobody knew anything about the publisher. “It 
was not a translation, but a romance founded on 
numerous Hebrew documents which were referred to 


in foot notes, and there were several pretty good} 


wood cuts, as if the book was gotten up for profit, 
hoping that it would attract many readers. But the 
failure to find a stray copy of so recent a publication 
creates a suspicion that the edition was suppressed. 
Possibly the American Bible or Tract Society were 
willing to pay the Jew all he could hope to make by 
the sale of the book. 

Two extracts from the book will giv an idea of its 
character : 

‘Chapter I. It was in the year 3667 [94 5.0.], which was 
the 47th year of the kingdom of the Hasmonean dynasty 
[105 5.0.]. and 259 years after the building of the second 
temple [515— 259—256 5.0.], and 159 before its destruction 
[90 5.o0.]. Alexander Jannai, the seventh prince of the 
Maccabean dynasty (called by the rabbis Hyrcan the second), 
was in the first year of his reign [106 or 105 B.0.], etc. 

This is an attempt to fix the date of the birth of 
Jesus, but some of the dates do not agree with the 
rest. Two of them, however, agree with each other,' 
to wit, 106 or 105 B.o. 

The date of the death of Jesus is likewise con- 
fused, but it appears to hav been from 28 to 37 years 
` later: 

Chapter XVII. It was in the year 3636 [115 s.c], the 
228th after the building of the second temple [515—228—287 
B.0.], under the reign of Alexandra, called by the rabbis, 
Helena [78 to 69 5.0.], the widow of King Jannai, that the 
delegates waited upon Jesus, etc. 

The reader wil see, in spite of the confusion of 

‘dates, that Jesus was probably born about 106 s.o., 

&nd died before the end of the reign of Alexandra, 

69 s.o.. If the stoning and hanging of Jesus was 

about. the middle of her reign, say 75 s.c. , then he 

would hav been about 31 years of age. Patil became 

& convert after the death of Jesus, whom he never 

saw except in a vision, and he was preaching in 

Damascus a little prior to 62 Bo. If his conversion 

was just after the stoning of Stephen, it was about 

65 or 66 B.o., for that is the date of the murder of 

Onias as described by Josephus (Ant. xiv, 2). No 

other martyrdom answering to that of Stephen can 

be found until a.n. 62, and the name is doubtless a 

fictitious one, for Stephanos is & Greek word mean- 

ing “a crown.” ANTICHRIST. 
CER r ———— 


Police Brutality. 


It would seem impossible that an organized effort 
to arouse publie sentiment against the brutality of 
policemen is necessary to the peaceful existence of 
` the citizens of New York, but such is the fact. Almost 
every daily paper has been compelled to protest to 
the police commissioners that their men are too free 
in the use of the club and hav brought disgrace upon 
the department; and now a public-spirited citizen, 
Mr. William Browne, of 26 John street, issues a small 
pamphlet appealing to the people to create a public 

' sentiment which shall sweep the brutal evil out of 
existence. 

There.is no dispute that the actions of the police 
are often arbitrary and cruel. At least a dozen 
times within the past two months hav unoffending 
people been mercilessly clubbed and thrown into a 
police cell. No crime had been committed ; they 
simply refused to obey the gruff order of some 
patrolman bloated with “a little brief authority” and 
poor whisky. The police are recruited from the 
coarse classes of truck drivers, bartenders, or 'long- 
shoremen ; and men of these occupations are apt to 
be ludicrously pompous and tyrannical when placed 
in positions of authority, and to compel obedience to 
their orders with physical force. No class of men 
are such ardent admirers of the prizering as the 
police, and when a boxing-match occurs the captain 
of the precinct selected attends in uniform as a sort 
of official umpire, and invites his friends on the force, 
who regard a ticket to a fight as a favor to be grate- 
ful for. Naturally, the police like to use their fists 
jn emulation of their prize-fighting ideals, and when 
fists will not “knock a man out” the club is resorted 
to. The policeman’s friends on his beat are the bar- 
tenders, and this close sympathy with the saloon 
brings them into contact with classes of people who 


are in their appropriate places only when behind iron 
bars. A gentleman who had been on the police for a 
score or more years in this city, leaving it as a cap- 
tain, told us once that about half the policemen were 
dishonest men, and that it took the other half to 
watch them. This was a few years ago, but it is not 
likely that the morals of the force hav greatly im- 
proved. “We can’t get good men,” another person 
connected with high official police position said 
lately. * Intelligent men will not take the places, or, if 
they would, their physique is not up to the standard. 
Men with brains are not strong enough, and the men 
who are strong enough possess few brains. That’s 
the reason the intelligence of the police is so low.” 

Taking these facts into consideration, the wonder 
is that so few cases of police brutality are reported. 
The remedy for these few lies with the police com- 
missioners, who are men of brains. If every patrol- 
man who commits an outrage upon a defenseless 
citizen were promptly dismissed and punished for 
assault and battery, there would soon be an end to 
the matter. | 
ot — — — —— 

An Advertisment. 


Advertisments in the reading columns of Tux 
Trura SEEKER are not purchasable at any price. But 
for the information of our readers and the general 
public weal, we feel it a duty, sometimes, to call at- 
tention to meritorious articles. Especially is this 
true of articles designed to relieve human suffering 
and banish misery from however small a portion of 
the world. The sick and helpless are tender charges 
committed to the care of the well and strong, and 
must be watched with solicitude and nursed in love. 
Therefore it is that we take peculiar pleasure in 
spreading knowledge concerning the medicin adver- 
tised in the following circular: 


‘(THE WILL OF GOD OUR DAILY BREAD. 


** Help the Sick, 
The Bodily Sick, 
The Earthly Sick, 
The Heavenly Sick. 


“For these sufferers Our Holy Father has blessed the 
miraculous image of Our Lady of Perpetual Help ;.a wafer 
made of tissue paper to be taken in water. 

“ It should not be taken as a trial; that would be trying 
God. It should be taken every day in a communion with 
the Will of God until He is pleased to hav wrought in us the 
cure we are most hoping for. . 

** While taking, say: My God, attached to the Cross with 
you, how can I complain! Thy will be done, not mine. 
Good Motber of Perpetual Succor, obtain me relief and be 
praised., Amen. : 

** We sell tt at cost price, 50 cents per 100, to help the sick. 
Address Joseph Gosselin, 198 Grand street, New York.” 


The discovery of this remedy marks an era as dis- 
tinctly as the birth of the savior of mankind. Mr. 
Gosselin should be canonized and sainted. No 
sordid pedler of a patent medicin he, but a philan- 
thropist of broadest sympathy and open purse. He 
sells his great discovery to all the world for a paltry 
sum. One hundred pieces of tissue paper for fifty 
cents is very cheap, and Mr. Gosselin will, no doubt, 
in addition pay the postage to forward them to any 
part of the United States. The medicin combines 
ease of taking with true piety, and composed as it is 
of pure papal blessings cannot injure the most deli- 
cate of constitutions. Drank in water, it will not 
blacken the teeth, but stimulates the appetite, 
strengthens the muscles, and thoroughly invigorates 
the system. The formula is of itself an infallible 
remedy for lock-jaw and stuttering. No one who re- 
peats it accurately and rapidly can long remain af- 
flicted with these dreadful complaints. No deleterious 
drugs are used in its compounding, and no minerals 
nor acids to destroy the delicate structure of the 
stomach. Papal blessings, the basis of this wonderful 
remedy, are purely vegetable in nature, being extract 
of cabbage-head ; and the paper used in the compo- 
sition of the wafer may be made of rice. 

All sicknesses yield alike to to this remedy, and it 
may be-taken for acute disorders as efficaciously as 
for chronic diseases. Fevers, cuts, burns, sores, 
broken limbs, scrofula, baldness, in fact, all the ills 
which afflict mankind, are as one to this medicin, and 
for making its merits known we shall not charge Mr. 
Gosselin a penny, conceiving that the gratitude of 
our readers will be ample recompense for the small 
space used. 


——4—9— 


Is Mr. Reynolds a **Fellow ?? 
From the London Freethinker. 

"We are sorry to see a letter in the Manchester Guardian, 
Signed by Moncure D. Conway, reflecting severely on Mr. 
C. B. Reynolds, who has been fined in America for “ blas- 
phemy." Mr. Conway calls him ‘‘a fellow," which is a 
curious sequel to a complaint of his “bad taste." Mr. Rey- 
nolds is also accused of using “Salvation Army methods.” 
Well, whatif he does? Are not those very methods patron- 
ized by bishops in England? Is there not a Church Army as 
well as a Salvation Army, and are not the operations of both 
remarkably alike? The fact is, Mr. Reynolds simply carries 
about & tent, which he pitches and lectures in, halls being 
dear, and in many cases unprocurable for love or money. 
Jesus Christ and Paul did even without tents, preaching in 
the open air; yet Mr. Conway regards them as highly 
respectable characters for all that. Is it because they 
preached nearly two thousand years ago; and does distance 


lend such enchantment to the view that what was glorious 
then is vulgar now ? 

Mr. Conway also speaks of Mr. Reynolds as “flinging his 
mud about." It was not mud at all. Several weeks ago we 
printed the principal passages for which Mr. Reynolds was. 
Indicted. Everyone of them was a plain statement of some 
Bible absurdity, and several were taken verbatim from an 
article by Mr.^Foote in one of our own special numbers. 
Perhaps Mr. Conway is obliged to make a concession to 
Bumble when he writes letters in an English journal. : 

One part of Mr. Conway's letter, however, givs us much 
pleasure. ‘As I write,” he says, ** THE TRUTH SEEKER, of 
this city, is printing it [Mr. Reynolds’s pamphlet] off by 
thousands for clamorous buyers.” So long as ‘‘ blasphemy ” 
gets disseminated, advanced Freethinkers need not mind 


being called names. 
or Oo 


Lectures and Meetings. d 

Tar Remsburg-Lucas debate at Leon, Kansas, did not’ 

take place, Dr. Lucas for the second time backing out. The 

notorious Clark Braden was sent for, but, of course, Mr. 

Remsburg refused to meet him. No Freethinker should ever 

suffer himself to be even spoken to by Braden. The misera- 
ble scoundrel should be left severely alone. 


Mrs. E. DeMorr writes: “ The Hempstead, N. Y., Free- 
thought Associatión held its annual meeting for the election 
of officers last Sunday afternoon, June 19th, at the residence 
of Mr. Franklin H. Mollineaux. The president gave an in- 
teresting address, reviewing the work of the association dur- 
ing the year past, and considering the best methods of car- 
rying on the work for the next. The following officers were 
reélected, viz.: President, C. F. DeMott; vice-presidents, 
Robert B. Jackson and Elisha Hyatt ; treasurer, Franklin H. 
Mollineaux. The president appointed a committee on grove 
meetings as follows: Joseph Carman, Elisha Hyatt, and F. 
H. Mollinegux; executiv committee, C. F. DeMott, Robert 
B. Jackson, and H. H. Seer." l 


AN attendant of the Newark Liberal League says: ‘‘ As 
soon as a person begins to think and investigate for himself, 
independently of a priest or the clergy, he will gravitate im- 
mediately to Secular philosophy and Liberalism. Floods of 
light are pouring through the clouds of delusion upon the 
people, and they are beginning to do their own thinking. 
Even in such cities as Newark and Orange, N. J., that are 
said to be the hot-beds of orthodoxy, a large majority of men 
hav come to the conclusion that they do not need the offices 
ofthe clergy or priest. Light is beaming on their minds, 
and they are coming to & knowledge of the truth. The 
Newark Liberal League is like a beacon-light in a dark 
place. But the members do not half realize what a benign 
influence their little light is shedding through the darkness 
that surrounds the place. It is a very significant state of 
things when Jews and gentiles, Infidels and Christians, Ma- 
terialists and Spiritualists, agree to come on the same plat- 
form and reason together. The Newark Liberal League says, 
* Come and welcome to our platform, if you can throw any 
light on the great problems of life.’ Recently Sereno E. — 
Todd, & deacon in the Congregational church, addressed & 
crowded and intellectual audience, under the auspices of the 
League at Newark, on ‘The Scientific Conception of the 
Soul.’ Partition walls are being demolished between relig- 
ious sects and Freethinkers, and the world is coming to the 
light of truth. Men are beginning to feel proud of the fact 
that they are doing their own thinking, and can dispense 
with priest and clergy. Let Liberals hold up their heads and 
assume a more manly attitude." 

——— 9 —9———— ———— 

Tux pope conferred the title of ** Defender of the Faith” 
upon Henry VIII., and the faith that Queen Victoria defends, 
says the World, is that of the Roman Catholic church. 

9499 — — — — 


Joun the Baptist's day, June 25th, was celebrated in Bur- 
lington, Vt., by the St. John Baptist Society with hurdle 
races, standing jumps, tugs of war, & married men's race, 
fat men's race, and so forth. "The profits of the games went 
to the new St. Joseph's church. Thus was recreation and 
piety pleasantly commingled for the glory of God and the 
good of the pockets of the priests. The Christian church is 
a cosmopolitan institution, and it is a very curious denizen 
of the sea that doesn’t make good fish when in her net. 

i —— 9 

Tur Methodist Advocate is made happy by the receipt of a 
program of Easter services held in Pekin, China. Accompa- 
nying the program was the following note, which added 
immeasurably to the editor’s delight. It is from the mission- 
ary in charge : 

* We had flowers, singing, praying, talking, responsiv readings, 
Scripture selections, and a collection. The latter amounted to 
only $9, but, in order to raise that amount, a hundred school- 
children voluntarily went without their dinner.” 


When Christian missions sink to the depth of meanness of 
robbing school-children of their dinners that the missionaries 
may hav money, they earn the contempt of all decent people 
—and they will get it, too! 


-pe-o 

Tur Jews who become converted to Christianity are, says 
the New York Sun, “simply brought up at an enormously 
extravagant price. The London Society for the Conversion 
of the Jews continues its existence because of a rich endow- 
ment and the desire of its officers and missionaries to draw 
the salaries which it isso amply able to pay. So long as you 
hav money enough to giv them their price, you can, of 
course, get converts to any sort of faith; and the small 
number of Jews whom the society has succeeded in purchas- 
ing shows that the people of that race and religion are ex- 
traordinarily proof against such pecuniary temptations to 
abandon their brethren.” The Sw» is undoubtedly right in 
this. Converting Hebrews is a business a few hypocrits hav 
worked up, supported by a few fanatics. It is more sense- 
less than the work of the American Tract Society, 


r 
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Goammunications. 


The Parson. j 

AS HE APPEARS TO THE NAKED EXE OF THE WRITER. 

The parson is a party who expounds the scriptures 
to sinners. Ergo, the parson is not a sinner. 

. The scriptures are writings which require a great 

deal of expounding, and more pounding.. The par- 

_sons who pound the scriptures the heaviest are most 
in demand. 

These theological whang-bangers are the Sullivans 
of the profession, and draw the biggest crowds. 
. They also draw the biggest salaries. They likewise 

never fail to draw sharp on time. They never keep 
the cashier waiting. : 

The parson pounds and expounds the scriptures 
according to the tenets of the sect under whose ban- 
ner he enlists. 

These sects, on the Protestant side of theology, 
are divers and many. Consequently divers and many 
are the expoundings. Variety, which is said to be 
the spice of life, is the spice of Protestant theology, 
it would appear. 

On the Catholic side of the house this spice is 
lacking. There you get pc. hardtack from one 
century’s end to another. Stale as is the provender, 
you must take it on or be damned! This seems to 
be rough, but it is the law of the Medes and Persians 
of Catholicism. í 

Had I to choose between the two, I should most 
certainly choose the Spice Islands of Protestantism. 
Giv me spiced dishes before stale and flat hardtack 
of the sc. brand. I had enough of that brand fur- 
nished by Uncle Sam, during the late ruction, to his 
noble army. I am not in the army now, and don't 
want either diet. 

The Protestant parson is a party of muitifarious 
parts, not individually, but collectivly. 

As I before said, he pounds and expounds as he is 
trained to do. He trots out hell in its brightest red, 
or passes it by a left oblique, as it were. He may 
bank the fires, and keep hell on tap, so to speak, or 
he may declare the fires to be spiritual, minus brim- 
stone. | 

These theological field-pieces are of multifarious 
caliber. There are a few big guns, and from these 
they range down to penny pops. 

Their grand field and firing day is Sunday, when 
they all go off with more or less detonation. A 
funny thing. with these pulpit pops is that it takes 
those of the smallest caliber the longest to load up, 
while their explosions are the lightest, of course. 

In many instances, these are not sufficiently loud 

“to keep the sinners awake. This is rough on the 
guns shooting at them, but then these are doing the 
best they can to. thunder and boom, so it can’t be 
helped. > 

-The parson is always cocked and primed for a shot 
on the fly at sinners, but his grand feu de joie—I 
guess this should be few d’enfer—comes off on Sun- 
day, wben all nature quakes, as he thinks. 

The parson who trains and fires before a rich con- 
gregation is generally a gun of some considerable 
caliber, if not more. . 

He is mighty careful, however, that he doesn't 
shoot point-blank at the sinners in front of him who 
pay his big salary. 

Loading with blank cartridges, he aims and fires 
low, retiring after the firing 18 over, conscious that 
he has wounded none of his friends where they liv— 
not touched them on the raw, you know. 

The guerilla parson, of the Sam Jones type, loads 
up to the muzzle with shrapnel, canister, chain shot, 
shell, grape, slugs, old spikes, ete., and will let-her- 
go:Gallagher, slam-bang, point-blank, perfectly re- 
gardless as to whether he brings down crows or. 
turkeys, skunks or stags. 

He bags more or less game, but as he doesn't stop 
long in the field, the game, somehow or other, takes 
to itself wings and mysteriously disappears over yon- 
der, somewhere, nobody knows just where. 

The average parson is mighty slim-waisted in the 
cranium, and wasted is his fragrance on a more or 
less desert air. He wouldn't make an average cob- 
bler, by a long waxed-end. 

À poor parson, a poor congregation, for a sure 
thing. This parson knows no such word as economy 
in his dealings with hell He is a wholesale dealer 
in brimstone, with fire enough to do an immense deal 
of grilling. 

He has no friends worth mentioning in the congre- 
gation to let up on, and as he considers the whole 
kerboodle his enemies, he plays hell, as his best card, 
at them for all it is worth. The difference between 
the salary be gets, and that which he thinks he 
ought to get, he makes up in giving the sinners hell. 

And what do the sinners care for him or his hell? 
Not a tinker’s dam—this is not a cuss-word, but a 
dam which tinkers make of putty to keep the solder 
in place—but retire when the fireworks are over and 
pursue the even tenor of their previous ungodly ways. 

The upper-crust parson has a soft snap of it. He 
draws from five to fifteen thousand dollars salary, 


deals gingerly with hell—hardly enough to warm his | 


‘assumption carried too far. 


fingers on a cold day, if dealing with it at all—rakes 
up an old-time cough in June, and in July is packed 
off to Europe to recuperate for four months, with a 
fat purse made up for him by his fat-witted congre- 
gation. 

The parson, take him by and large, is a cold- 
blooded fish, and doesn't warm up worth a cent to 


.| the pleasures which go toward making life worth 


living—not on his nativ heath he doesn’t. 

On some other heath he has been known to sail in 
and harvest about as much fun to the square inch of 
heath as the next man. 

Tho parson at home and the parson abroad are 
two very different individuals oftentimes Distance 
from home lends a great deal of enchantment to the 
parson’s view at times, and the greater the distance 
the greater the enchantment, not infrequently. 

The average parson, when on some foreign stamp- 
ing ground, is a good deal like a hermit-crab—he 
comes out of his shell then, and shows up in his true 
colors and proportions, The trouble is, he gets into 
his shell when he returns, and becomes the conven- 
tional theological crab again. 

Though the parson comes high—be is high at the 
lowest rates—Christians must hav him. They must 
hav the gospel expounded one day in the week, even 
though they expound poker, and dally with cussed- 
ness in general, the other six days. 

There is more or less mixed metaphor in this 
screed, the parson being held up as a scripture- 
slugger, shooting-iron, engineer, pot-hunter, crab, 
fish, etc., but. mixed metaphor, being to the straight 
variety what the cocktail is to straight whisky, is 
palatable at times—if not this time, some other time. 

Verily this is a quisby world, and if there be a 
quisby character in it, it is the parson, take him by 
and large. This is simply my unfeltered opinion, 
that's all. Those who harbor feltered opinions are, 
of course, contrary minded. Sr Szoxvw. 

P.S.—Though bearing the same title, this screed 
is not the story of “The Parson” in the TRUTH 
SEEKER ÁNNUAL—not by along chalk. The parson 
of that tale was a thoroughbred. Peace to her 
ashes ! 


— 9 4 — mm 
Our London Letter 


The trial of C. B. Reynolds for blasphemy has, I 
take it, resulted.in a virtual victory for the Free- 
thought party, for although the prosecutor obtained 
a verdict, yet the penalty inflicted was so ridiculous 
considering the enormity of the crime in the eyes of 
the orthodox party that it appears to me that Lib- 
eralism, as you call it, is felt to be a power that it is 
scarcely safe to oppose too violently for fear of 
consequences of a rather unpleasant nature to the 
* unco guid.” The judge who took the chief part in 
the case was apparently just such another gentle 
Christian as the one who tried Foote, Ramsey, and 
Kemp here for their connection with the Freethinker. 
It was very considerate of Mr. Childs to mitigate the 
penalty on the supposition that the defendant was 
ignorant of the law, and no doubt said what he did 
on the matter to let himself down lightly. It was 
fortunate Colonel Ingersoll was well enough to 
appear in court, for although a pliant jury would be 
only too well pleased to implicitly follow the opinions 
of the judge, the outside public would be greatly in- 
fluenced by the speech of a powerful advocate. For 
the future people will be rather chary of setting 
obsolete Jaws in motion, and every such prosecution 
tends to weaken the party who make and use these 
iniquitous statutes, while on the other hand the 
views held by those who are attacked will be studied 
by many who were previously quite indifferent to 
anti-theological questions. 

Priestcraft always has made, and always will make, 
itself obnoxious whenever opportunity occurs, and 
the more it does so in this age the better, for al- 
though the majority are more or less in favor of 
religious institutions, they are little inclined to see 
The old question of the 
utility or otherwise of church bells is again cropping 
up, and the matter is being discussed by one or two 
of the daily papers. Toan invalid the horrid discord 
of a dozen or more bells from as many steeples, all 
being worked at the same time, must be as great 


torture as any to be endured in a supposititious hell ; | 


but of course this is of no moment to a priest who is 
anxious for people to come to his show, and for that 
end acts in the same manner as the showman at a 
county fair. The reason given by one curate for 
declining to discontinue the nuisance when urged 
to do so by a parishioner on account of a sick relativ 
was that God ordered Moses to hav bells fastened to 
the tails of the Levites’ gowns, and therefore if he 
stopped his bell he would be liable to everlasting 
damnation for disobeying God’s commands, though 
what connection there is between Moses and a mod- 
ern curate, and gown bells and church bells, it would 
puzzle the curate’s God or anyone else to find out. 
But it will always be so—the arrogance of priests 
can be extinguished only by abolishing the priests, 
and the sooner this is done the better for mankind. 
There is a great amount of talk about the sympa- 
thy shown by the clergy to the suffering in mind or 
body, and it is quite possible that now and again 


such may be the case, though I believe such instances 
of help and guidance in time of trouble are exceed- 
ingly rare. 

-The case of Mrs. Langworthy, as related in the 
Pall Mall Gazette, shows what a sympathetic race of 
men priests are. She, it appears, applied to two dig- 
nitaries of the church for advice in her hour of need, 
and hoped one or both would hav been willing to 
use their influence in helping her to gain a living, 
but, as might be expected, she found neither of them - 
inclined to do anything beyond enjoining her to trust 
in Jesus. But as events hav turned out, she has dis- 
covered that the outside public were better to trust: 
in than all the gods ever invented. Her experience 
of clerical assistance is by no means a solitary one. 
Indeed, it is quite the rule. A priestis always ready 
to assist a rich believer, but a poor one is. voted a 
nuisance, and may go to the devil as quickly as pos- 
sible. Wherever there is any plunder to be had, 
there the priests are gathered together, but poverty 
in. any shape or form is odious and always to be 
avoided. J.D 

London, England, June 6, 1887. 

——————___—$§_o-o —————— 
Some Other Absurdities. 

The attempt is made continually by the reverends 
and by the apologists for the Christian superstition 
to claim all the great men of the past as friends, be- 
lievers, and moral supporters of the church and its 
dogmas. The latest now is to claim Lincoln as a 
Christian believer. This sticks out in a late life of 
Lincoln by Hay and Nicolay. It is only by assertion. 
It is all assertion, for they never quote a word of his 
in support. I hav by me a life of Abraham Lincoln 
by Charles Maltby, 1884. The author, on page 26, 
uses these words: “Early in the spring of 1831 
Denton Offut, a trader from Kentucky, came to 
Sangamon county purchasing produce for shipment 
to New Orleans. Soon after the arrival of the 
boats at New Orleans a general stock of mer- 
chandise was purchased, with which Offut and Lin- 
coln returned to New Salem. Lincoln was retained 
in Offut's employ as chief clerk at a salary of $25 per 
month and board, and the writer of these memoirs, 

who had not attained his majority, was em- 
ployed as assistant at a salary of $15 per month.” 

We quote these words to show the reader that 
Mr. Maltby was necessarily in Lincoln’s company 
very much for fifteen months. Mr. Maltby givs one 
quotation from Mr. Lincoln’s words, and they are as 
follows: *When any church will inscribe over its 
altar, as its sole qualification for membership, the 
savior’s condensed statement of the substance of 
both law.and gospel, ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy strength, and thy neighbor as thyself,’ 
that church I will join with all my heart and all my 
soul.” B 

The fact that Mr. Lincoln never joined any church 
is proof that he never found one that used that in- 
seription—nor any one else. By these words it is 
plain that Lincoln was simply a Deist—that and 
nothing more. It is absurd to claim Lincoln as a 
Christian—the only words he uttered were to be 
interpreted the other way. Mr. Lincoln -delivered a 
speech in Springfield, Ill, June 26, 1857, the theme 
being an auswer to the opinion of the United States 
Supreme Court, March 6, 1857, in the very celebrated 
Dred-Scott decision. Mr. Lincoln said that Chief- 
Justice Taney used language which bore this inter- 
pretation: “ The public estimate of the black man is 
more favorable now than it was in the days of the 
Revolution.” Mr. Lincoln, in refutation of the as- 
sumption, shows in the following emphatic and burn- 
ing words what devices, intrigues, and unhallowed 
means were used to rivet the shackles and tighten 
the chains of his bondage: '' All the powers of earth 
seem rapidly combining against him. Mammon is | 
after him, ambition follows, philosophy follows, and 
the theology of the duy is fast joining the cry.” . 
Mr. Lincoln well knew that the Bible established and 
upheld slavery, and, as an Abolitionist, did not be- 
lieve one word .of its alleged divinity. This is well 
known to all who were his intimates. If Mr. Lin- 
coln had been one of those superstitious tenderfoots, 
he would never hav arrayed “the theology of the 
day” as one of the upholders of crime. No! they 
always pass over the glaring absurdities and imper- 
fections of holy writ, and bridge the bloody chasm 
from Genesis to St. John’s hallucination with nice 
platitudes about the “blessed redeemer,” the “love of 
Christ," and the undying respect that the Lord has 
for the “cheerful giver.” Further, I am intimately 
acquainted with James Tuttle, an “old-timer ”— 
a real landmark—who, forty years ago, located upon 
his present lovely farm near Atlanta, Ill, a point 
midway between Springfield and Bloomington. In 
early days Mr. Lincoln, before railroads were run- 
ning, used to stop over-night with Mr. Tuttle, on his 
trips to court in Bloomington, and on his return. 
Mr. Tuttle was telling, lately, Mr. Remsburg and 
myself how it was that Mr. Lincoln and himself used: 
to compare notes in regard to their belief. In those 
days, Mr. Tuttle says, Freethinkers were scarce, and 
when he found a seul like Lincoln, who had sense 
and independence, he made most of his opportunities 
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for enjoyment. He says Lincoln was a free, indepen- 
dent thinker and talker, and, as far as Mr. Tuttle is 
concerned, it was revealed to him just what Lincoln 
thought, and he takes pléasure in testifying to the 
fact. S I 
In the Chicago Times of yesterday, I read an arti- 
cle from the editor, entitled the * New Revision." 
. The attempt made was to show why the new 
version was almost entirely ignored. I was not 
a little astonished to find a paper so well up in facts 
and independence taking the ground it did. The 
Times says that it is to be attributed, in the main, 
to the respect the believer has for the musty old 
volume. It is hallowed with age; the family record 
is therein; quotations are on the gravestones; it 
tells when the children were born, married, or 
died ; the chapters and verses are handy. Now it is 
simply absurd to say that these are the causes. It is 
generally understood that hell is knocked out 
by sheol From this cause the clergy hav refused to 
recognize it. A Bible without a literal, seething, 
roaring hell has no charms for a priest. What would 
the church come to without a live, real, working, 
sulphur lake for sinners? There must be a veritable 
-hell; the clergy see the need of one; they will not 
givitup. ‘The timid must be slaves! Not satisfied. 
with eternal torments after the resurrection, the 
Catholic church has reared and maintains a half-way 
house of agony called purgatory, to escape which it 
is necessary to contribute cash or equivalents— 
mostly cash—to save souls from torture for that 
wonderfully indefinit space of time that intervenes 
' between death and the regular judgment. Oh! what 
fools mankind will be! What slaves ignorance does 
make! Oh! the terrors of that demon fear. It is not 
the love of humanity that holds dupes in line, it is a 
mortal dread. Intelligence is the only hope. As 
mankind think, and study, and observe, and reason, 
they become free. It is the only chance to free man- 
_kind. If intelligence goes on apace, there is a 
lively hope that a better day will come. It is coming. 
If a prayer was ever answered, I would say, Let us 
pray. Jonn Busse. 


Brotherly Love. 


[The following note explains the subjoined poster : 
** Pittsburgh, June 15, 1887.—Inclosed find document 
extensively circulated in Ireland by Protestants in 
1820 in derision of the practices-of the Catholic 
church. I obtained it from a gentleman who 
brought it from Ireland many years ago | 


THE INFALLIBLE FRATERNITY OF THE TRUE FAITH IN LONDON- 
DERRY AND NEIGHBORHOOD 

Are hereby informed, that on.the 4th of November last there 
arrived in London, by the Boulogne steamer, from the Con- 
tinent (vide papers of that date), a large quantity of Crucifixes, 
Crosses, Agnus Dei's, Rosaries, Charms, Bleeding Hearts, 
Images, and Relics of Saints and Martyrs, a Miraculous Case 
of which has been received at Crab Lane, and will be dis- 
posed of to those of the Holy Faith only, who may feel spir- 
itually inclined to purchase the same, commencirüg on Christ- 
mas day next. .The whole as described will be offered at the 
undermentioned low prices : 


500 Images of our Holy Mother, from 1s. to 5s. each. A 

250 Images of our Holy Mother blessed by the Holy Fathers, from 
53, to £5 each. 

3,500 Crosses, all blessed at the Vatican, from 1d to 2s. 6d, each. 

4,000 Rosaries, from 18. to 53. per set. 

50 Rosaries, blessed by St. Spencer, from 7s, 6d. to £1 18. . 

7,000 Pictures of Bleeding Hearts, beautitully colored to life, at 
various prices. 

10,000 Agnus Dei's, from 1d. to £1 each. N 

20 Reams of Consecrated Papers, 6d. per_sheet (for privy purposes). 

500 Gallons of Holy Water, made by tke Priests, and blessed in the 

assage. NJ 

8 Wagon loads of fragments of tho real Cross, 4d. per cubic inch. 

8 Hogsheads of teeth, selected from all the Saints in the calendar, 
as charms for children teething, and in strings for expectant 
mothers, ` 

20 Barrels of Soil, from the grave of Father Sheeley, County Tip- 
perary, when boiled in milk will cure all diseases, 4d. per ounce. 

An endless quantity of Blushes for young ladies going to confes- 
sion, 8d. per dozen, : . 

6 Bags of Saints and Holy Fathers’ bones, a sure remedy for rot in 
potatoes. i 

Any quantity of Plenary Indulgences, brought over by Cardinal 
Wiseman, for all sins, ranging from slydooks to murder, prices 
according to the iniquity. 

6 Special Pontifical Indulgences for those who hav doubted the 
Faith, 100 guineas each. : i 

90,000 Consecrated Wafers, the purchasers of one will be entitled to 
a Wooa absolution, and so on in proportion for any greater 
number. 

The last copy of Den's Theology to be sold to the highest bidder. 


. Purchasers, to the amount of one pound from the above 
selection, will be entitled to a sight of the following relics, 
which hav been collected for the express purpose from all 
the Catholic churches in the world : 


St. Michael's Cudgel that bruised the Devil. 

The Holy Poker, and a pair of the Pope’s Old Shoes. 
The Angel Gabriel'a Toothpick ard brush , : ' 
St. Joseph's Spokeshave, Gimlet, and a Nail he intended to drive. 
Judas Iscaviot's Lantern, (wants glazing). : ) 
The Holy Hand from Garewood, a touch from which will cure the 


Ttek. 
Ss, Thomas-a-Becket’s Nightcap and Mackintosh. 
St. Switbin’s Umbrella and Clogs. . 
A piece of the Bridge of Purgatory, taken when last repaired. 
St. Loyola's Strait-Jacket. Fool's Cap, and Cat-o-nine Tails. 
‘Phe Dice the Soldiers played with for the Garment. 
El perillo del Sacrameuto (stuifed). 
‘Lhe Skin of the Devil's forehead (tanned), 
The end of the Devil's Tail, with sting attached. 


Purchasers to the amount of five pounds will be entitled 
to sce the following: 


A Crucifix, the timber part of the real Croas. 

'Pnree Thigh Bones, proved to be St. Stephen’s. 

'Phe Boulder Stone that gave him the finisher, 3 ewt. 

The Devil’s Nose, as pulled off by St. Dunstan. 

A Bunch of Keys, supposed to be St. Peter's (rathor rusty). 

St. Patrick’s Wheelbarrow and Hod. . , 

The Skull of St. Dennis, a large crack in it. 

The Frock and Bustle of St. Bridget. 5 

St, Anne's Stockings (want darning), and a Lock of her Hair. 

The Rope that Judas hanged himseif with. s 

A Walking Stick, made from the Cross of the Good Thief. 

Guy l'awkes's Box of Lucifer Matches and Dark Lantern. : 

A large quantity of preserved Picaninnies from various Nunneries 
(vould hav been young saints D V.). 


Purchasers to the amount of twenty pounds and upwards 
will be entitled to see the following: 


d Skulls of St. Peter, one when he was a little boy. 


Pope Joan's Blessed Baby, preserved in spirits. " 
The Pope's Shirt that he wore when he vacated Rome (rather dis- 


St. Winifred's Head, and a Bottle of her Holy Water. 
One of the Tails of Balaam's Ass. 

A Sack of Hair from Nebuchadnezzar’s Back. 

The Virtues of St. R. I, P., of St 1 
A Shawl left by a Lady at the Confessional (not an Irvinite). 


will be a raffle in the Confessional for Phelim’s Wart and 
Staff. Early application for shares will be necessary, as a 
great number are already bespoke. 


remainder will be put up by Lottery, and to insure sobriety, 
honesty, and good behavior, the following childless Monks, 
Nuns, and converted Noviciates, hav been selected to super- 
intend the disposal : 


shown, at the foot of the Altar, a faithful copy of Taylor's 
Will, with Wiseman's Jesuitical explanation thereof; and 
then & grand prophetic Emblematic Exhibition by two 
Priests in Person, of the great battle that is to be fought be- 


. whose feelings are wounded. No Infidel must shock 


| internally renounced, cannot send forth the open, 


Pair of the Virgin Mary's Garters, to be presented to a Chapel 


in building. 


colored) 


. Helen's, wrote by himself. 


The female faithful are affectionately informed that there 


If all the lots are not disposed of in a few days, the 


Monk Oliver Sister Calimanco 
:* Judas * Mercy” 
* Busy Bee . * Nancy 
** ` Riddle © * Duchess 
* Worsted Ez * Postage 
The Monk of Sutton * Finger Post 
Noviciate Bottler Perverted for Worsted 
ae Auctioneer M] Work 
*  . Paregoric s To Sin no More 
i Waggonbody Y Filthy Lucre 
ae Thimble D Love 
t James fe A Sweet Bibby 


After the distribution of the prizes, the Fraternity will be 


tween the Protestant Bishop of Westminster and Cardinal 


Wiseman, for the title, when it will be left to Providence 


and themselvs to fight it out; but it is expected that one of 


the priests will get rather warm, and he that represents the 


cardinal will drop in for a sound drubbing (à læ St. Collins, 
of Liverpool), and run off from the contest, to the amaze- 
ment, consternation, and pity of the faithful; during his 
flight the organ will play a solemn requiem for the poor car- 
dinal and the rest of the flock. 

‘The foregoing document shows how the Protest- 
ants loved their Catholic brethren, and also how 
careful they were not to injure their feelings. But 
if the same rules were applied to the distributors of 
this that the Protestants apply now to Infidels, they 
should hav been prosecuted for blasphemy. Every 
Christian paper that we hav seen has applauded the 
conviction of Mr. Reynolds because he “ outraged 
the sentiment of the community." The circular is as 
well or better calculated to outrage the sentiments of 
a Catholic Christian community than anything Mr. 
Reynolds said or wrote. But to the intolerant Prot- 
estant bigots it makes a great deal of difference 


their pious sentiments, under penalty of the prison; 
but they can make fun of their religious opponents 
with impunity. Such are the morals of Protestant- 
ism, and such their consistency in maintaining free- 
dom of speech! 


e 


The Liberty of Thought and Discussion. 
JOHN STUART MILL “ON LIBERTY.” 


With us heretical opinions do not perceptibly gain, 
or even lose, ground in each decade or generation ; 
they never blaze out far and wide, but continue to 
smoulder in the narrow circles of thinking and studi- 
ous persons among whom they originate, without 
ever lighting up the general affairs of mankind with 
either a true or a deceptiv light. And thus is kept 
up a state of things very satisfactory to some minds, 
because without the unpleasant process of fining or 
imprisoning anybody it maintains all prevailing opin- 
ions outwardly undisturbed, while it does not abso- 
lutely interdiet the exercise of reason by dissentients 
afflicted with the malady of thought. 

-* ok 


* 

Unhappily there is no security in the state of the 
publie mind that the suspension of worse forms of 
legal persecution, which has lasted for about the 
space of a generation, will continue. In this age the 
quiet surface of routine is as often ruffled by attempts 
to resuscitate past evils as to introduce new benefits. 
What is boasted of at the present time as the revival 
of religion is always, in narrow and uüneultivated 
minde, at least as much the revival of bigotry ; and 
where there is the strong permanent leaven of intol- 
erance in the feelings of a people, which at all times 
abides in the middle classes of this country, it needs 
but little to provoke them into activly persecuting 
those whom they hav never ceased to think proper 
objeets of persecution. 

E 

A convenient plan for having peace in the intellect- 
ual world, and keeping all things going on therein 
very much as they do already. But the price paid 
for this sort of intellectual pacification is the sacrifice 
of the entire moral courage of the human mind. A 
state of things in which a large portion of the most 
activ and inquiring intellects find it advisable to keep 
the genuin principles and grounds of their convic- 
tions within their own breasts, and attempt in what 
they address to the public to fit as much as they can 
of their own conclusions to premises which they hav 


fearless characters, and logical, consistent intellects 
who once adorned the thinking world. The sort of 
men who can be looked for under it are either mere 
conformers to commonplace, or time-servers for 
truth, whose arguments on all great subjects are 
meant for their hearers, and are not those which hav 
convinced themselys. Those who avoid this alterna- 


tiv do so by narrowing their thoughts and interest to 

things which can be spoken of without venturing . 
within the region of principles, that is, to small prac-. 
tical matters which would come right of themselvs if 

but the minds of mankind were strengthened and 

enlarged, and which will never be made effectually 

right until then; while that which would strengthen 

and enlarge megs minds, free and daring speculation 

on. the highest subjects, is abandoned. 

* * 


* 

Truth gains more even by the errors of one 
who, with due study and preparation, thinks for him- 
self, than by the true opinions of those who only hold 
them because they do not suffer themselvs to think. 
Not that it is solely or chiefly to form great thinkers 
that freedom of thinking is required. On the con- 
trary, it is as much, and even more, indispensable to 
enable average human beings to attain the. mental 
stature which they are capable of. There hav been, 
and may again be, great individual thinkers in a gen- 
eral atmosphere of mental slavery. But there never 
has been, nor ever will be, in that atmosphere an 
intellectually activ people. Where any people has 
made a temporary approach to such a character, it 
has been because the dread of heterodox speculation 
was for a time suspended. 

*o* 
* 


In tespect to all persons but those whose pecuni- 
ary circumstances make them independent of the 
good will of other people, opinion on this. subject is 
as efficacious as law ; men might as well be impris- 
oned as excluded from the means of earning their 
bread. 'Those whose bread is already secured, and 
who desire no favors from men in power, or from 
bodies of men, or from the publie, hav nothing to 
fear from the open avowal of any opinions but to be 
ill.thought of and ill-spoken of, and this it ought not 
to require a very heroic mold to enable them to bear. 
There is no room for any appeal ad misericordiam 
in behalf of such persons. But though we do not 
now inflict so much evil on those who think differently 
from us as if was formerly our custom to do, it may 
be that we do ourselvs as much evil as ever by our 
treatment of them. Socrates was put to death, but 
the Socratic philosophy rose like the sun in heaven, 
and spread its illumination over the whole intellectual 
firmament: 

phil 

But it is not the minds of heretics that are deteri- 
orated most by the ban placed on all inquiry which 
does not end in the orthodox conclusions. The — 
greatest harm done is to those who are not heretics, 
and whose whole mental development is cramped, 
and their reason cowed by the fear of heresy. Who 
can compute what the world loses in the multitude 
of promising intellects combined with timid charac- 
ters, who dare not follow out any bold, vigorous, 
independent train of thought lest it should land them : 
in something which would admit of being considered 
irreligious or immoral? Among them we may occa- 
sionally see some man of deep conscientiousness and 
subtil and refined understanding who spends a life in 
sophisticating with an intellect which he cannot 
silence, and exhausts the resources of ingenuity in at- 
tempting to reconcile the promptings of his con- 
science and reason with orthodoxy, which yet he does 
not, perhaps, to the end succeed in doing. No one 
can be a great thinker who does not recognize that 
as a thinker it is his first duty to follow his intellect 
to whatever conclusions it may lead. 


* 

But I must be permitted to observe that it is not 
the feeling sure of a doctrin (be it what it may) which 
I call an assumption of infallibility. It isthe under- 
taking to decide that question for others, without 
allowing them to hear what can be said on the con- 
trary side. And I denounce and reprobate this pre- 
tension not the less if put forth on the side of my 
most solemn convictions. However positiv anyone’s 
persuasion may be, not only of the falsity but of the 
pernicious consequences—not only of the pernicious 
consequences, but (to adopt oxpressions which I al- 
together condemn) the immorality and impiety of an 
opinion ; yet if, in pursuance of that private judg- 
ment, though backed by the public judgment of his 
country or his contemporaries, he prevents the opin- 
ion from being heard in its defense, he assumes: in- 
fallibility. And so far from the assumption being 
less objectionable or less dangerous because the 
opinion is called immoral or impious, this is the case 
of all others in which it is most fatal. These are 
exactly the occasions on which the men of one gen- 
eration commit those dreadful mistakes which excite 
the astonishment and horror of posterity. It is 
among such that we find the instances memorable in 
history, when the arm of the law has been employed 
to root out the best men and the noblest doctrins ; 
with deplorable success as to the men, though some 
of the doctrins hav survived to be (as if in mockery) 
invoked in defense of similar conduct toward those 
who dissent from them, or from their received inter- 
pretation. 

——— ee 
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A Scientific “ Religion.” 

In Toe Trurs SEEKER of July 16th we shall begin the pub- 
lication of a series of papers which we know will be most 
favorably received by the Freethinkers of the country—a 
series written specially for our columns by Prof. Felix L. 
= Oswald. Professor Oswald's book, '* The Secret of the 
l East,” has made him known to the Liberals of the country, 
and his contributions to the Popular Science Monthly, the 
North American Review, the Forum, etc., hay made him a 
solid reputation as a scientific thinker. He is also author of 
the following books published by Appleton and Lippincott : 
Physical Education, Summerland Sketches, Zoölogical 
Sketches, Household Remedies, and the Poison Problem. 

The title of the series which we shall publish is, ** The 
Bible of Nature; or, The Principles of Secularism. A Con- 
tributionto the Religion of the Future." 'The purpose of the 
papers is to demonstrate the natural basis of ethics, and to 
` expose the immoral tendency of the Christian religion in 

many of its tenets, such as the natural depravity dogma, 
‘tending to the suppression of normal instincts; the alleged 
sinfulness of unbelief, suppressing the spirit of free inquiry; 
the imaginary duty of blind submission to established 
authorities, fostering flunkeyism &nd mental prostitution; 
` and other-worldliness, which encourages the neglect of this 
world's interests and duties. Against these Christian teach- 
ings, so detrimental to humanity, will be set in contrast the 
safe standards of natural religions, by showing the identity of 
duty and inclination in normal specimens of our race— 
adducing the health-protecting instincts of young children, 
their love of physical exercise, their candor, their inquisitiv- 
ness—all suppressed by the preposterous methods of our 
parsonage-plan of education. 

Each chapter will be devoted to some special maxim of a 
code embodying the condition of earthly happiness: health, 
freedom, truth, order, justice, prudence, self-reliance, 
knowledge, industry, etc. These papers are replete with 
anecdote and illustrations from history and the customs of 
foreign nations, and the author proves his positions by facts. 
To the critics of Liberalism who ask, ‘‘ If you explode their 
nonsense, what are you going to put in its place?” this series 
will be a complete answer. The papers will continue for 
several months. 

We would respectfully suggest that Liberals make extra 
effort to induce their Christian friends to read this series, 
and become converts to The Religion of the Future. 
vp at te 

Three New Pamphlets by Colonel Ingersoll. 

We hav put in pamphlet form the last three articles by 


Colonel Ingersoll that appeared in Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
They are 


Tur TaurH or HieroRY. This is a comment by Colonel 
Ingersoll upon the religious lies that hav been told about 
himself, and first made its appearance in these columns. 

Bere IpoLATEY. A letter Colonel Ingersoll wrote to the 
editor of the London Secular Review, 

In@ERsoLL on MoGiyny. Being the comments and opin- 
ions of Mr. Ingersoll upon the fight in the Catholic church 
between the late pastor of St. Stephen’s and his employer, the 
pope. 

The price of each of these little pamphlets is three cents ; 
per dozen, 30 cents; per hundred, $2. 


| almost all possible kinds. 


The Priests of Missouri. 


If Taz Trora Serxer had published the story that 
thirty Roman Catholic priests in one diocese had 
been ‘guilty of all sorts of misconduct, the Catholic 
press would hav said that we told a falsehood. But 
Bishop Hogan, of the diocese around Kansas City, 
Mo., has said that, and it remains to be seen what 
the church authorities will do to him for telling tales 
out of school. Mr. Hogan had occasion to suspend 
a priest by the name of Hynes, at Pierce City, and a 
business concern sued the priest for a lot of furni- 
ture he had purchased. One of the witnesses ex- 
amined was the bishop, and while upon the stand he 


admitted the authorship of a letter in which he 


named thirty priests, giving dates and full. details, 
who had got drunk, got into street fights, got into 
houses of ill-fame, got into jail and into trouble of 
The following is a partial 


list, which the bishop gave as samples: 


‘©1869. Received in the St. Joseph diocese the Rev. 
Michael Haley, priest of diocese of Cloyne, tried in diocese 
of Buffalo and failed, as he had failed in Cloyne. Recom- 
mended from diocese of Buffalo to diocese of St. Joseph. 
In diocese of St. Joseph (Brookfield mission) constantly 
drunk; once made an assault on a female. Got sick, was 
taken into Sisters’ Hospital, Felix street, St. Joseph, and 
died there in 1870. 

“ 1869. Received into diocese of St. Joseph, the Rev. Mr. 
McGinnis (Breckenridge mission), constantly drunk. Be- 
longed to diocese of Dubuque; sent out of diocese of St. 
Joseph in 1870. 

‘© 1869.. Received into diocese of St. Joseph, Francis 
O'Reilley, student, recommended by priests of St. Louis. 
O'Reilly had been a student in Cleveland. No cause assigned 
for leaving Cleveland. After ordination had charge of 
Plattsburg mission. Was constantly drunk. Afterward got 
permission to go in the Newark, N. J., diocese; there got 
publicly drunk, and had to be put into a hospital asylum. Is 
now going round from city to city a drunken wreck. 

* 1869. Received into diocese of St. Joseph, the Rev. 
George Turk, from diocese of St. Louis. Got charge of 
Conception mission. Wasconstantly drunk. Got the people 
of his congregation to fighting each other, and going to law 
with each other, fighting at church on Sundays, and lawing 
each other the remainder of the week in court. 

“T cannot giv you a history of each individual case of 
misfortune and of crime. The recital would be too long, 


.&nd often too shameful in detail. I mention names and 


dates only of a few: 
** 1869. Rev. Herguemoether, Carrollton, dismissed 1871. 
** 1870. Heffinger, Carrollton, dismissed 1872. 
** 1870. Rev. Foley, Liberty, dismissed 1871. 
** 1870. Drohan, Carrollton, dismissed 1871. 
** 1870. Seebold, Weston, dismissed 1878. 
** 1870. Gotagh, Maryville, dismissed 1870. 
** 1871. Ssigmule, cathedral, dismissed 1872. 
** 1871. J. Jacobs, cathedral, dismissed 1872. 
** 1871. H. Jacobs, dismissed 1872. 
** 1871. Steindle, Brunswick, dismissed 1872. 
** 1873. McMahon, Weston, dismissed 1872. 
** 1878. Jerry Murphy, commission land jobber, dismissed 
1874. 
** 18775. 
** 1876. 
** 1876. 
** 1876, 


Zwyte, Saxton, dismissed 1878. 
Munt, cathedral, dismissed 1875. 

A. Here, Plattsburg, dismissed 1877. 
Galvin, cathedral, dismissed 1877. 

** 1876. Herbert, cathedral, dismissed 1877. 

** 1876. Kiley, cathedral, dismissed 1877." 

Recounting his experience with these priests, the 
bishop says: 

** l did not know then, as by bitter experience I now know, 
that priests ordained for and belonging to a diocese do not 
leave it but through compulsion or expulsion, especially 
when the change is from a rich to a poor diocese. Such ex- 
pelled priests are a happy riddance to the bishops they hav 
grieved and the parishes they hav scandalized, but they are 
a withering curse to the bishops and the-parishes compelled 
to hav their services. It is true no bishop receives a priest 
from another diocese without & recommendation from his 
former bishop, but the former bishops are generally heart- 
sore from scandals, vexations, and troubles, and hav no ob- 
jection whatever to hav trouble removed from their own 
doors. In their charity also for erring priests, in their writ- 
ten recommendations of them they giv them honorable men- 
tion for every good quality they hav—and the worst men 
generally hav some good qualities; but they never mention 
their faults, hoping that priests, when they go to a new 
place, and get another opportunity to do good, will avoid 
the faults that brought them into trouble before. 

** But, alas! human nature is very weak, and when tempta- 
tions come again they are yielded to, and thus it is that, in 
trying to pardon and lift up erring men, we hav only got 
them into deeper disgrace, and given them opportunity to 
disgrace themselvs more and more, and to carry and spread 
disgrace from diocese:to diocese, and from parish to parish. 
In this way priests hav been known to go from Ireland to 
England, and thence to Australia through the United States, 
from one diocese to another, pardoned by one bishop, ex- 
horted by another, to no purpose but to spread quarrels, 
contentions, and scandals through the church. 

** IThe' constant shameful public and sacrilegious drunken- 
ness of the last three mentioned priests who were by my side 
at the cathedral determined me to wipe them and their kind 
out of my jurisdiction. Herbert, after repeated drunken- 


ness, went into a spree for a week in my house. Was in the 
house, broke out at night, got into a house of disreputable 
women in his drunkenness, and was thrown out into the 
street, picked up drunk, recognized.and taken into a house 
and made sober and put into a carriage and taken to my 
house. That evening Galvin artd Kiley were told by me to 
prepare for the proper celebration of the feast of the patron- 
age of St. Joseph for Easter Sunday. On Saturday night 
they stayed up all night drinking, carousing, and shouting. 
Kiley fell down, blackened and almost broke his face in fall- 
ing. Of course, the two sacrilegious priests said mass the 
next day, and Kiley went into the pulpit and preached, with 
his blackened and bruised face, to the people of the cathe- 
dral. This was on the feast of the patron of the diocese and 
of the univérsal church. It was time for me to begin a 
reformation.” - 

This is good testimony in support of the charges 
made against Roman Catholic priests, and it cannot 
be said to proceed from an unfriendly source. 
Everybody who pays attention to the order of the 
priesthood knows that priests as a class are sensual 
men, but it is generally impossible to convict them. 
In New York, for instance, it has come to our knowl- 
edge that various priests hav been high livers—eat- 
ing and drinking riotously, and indulging in other 
disgraceful excesses—but when we hav asked our in- 
formants to put that down in shape for use, they hav 
invariably declined. It is not often that a priest in 
this city is arrested, though they hav frequently been 
seen upon the streets in an intoxicated state; the 
police are almost to a man Roman Catholics, and a 
good percentage of the judges and court officials are 
of that religious faith. And in politics the church is 
all-powerful, so that the priestly misdemeanants are 


safe. 

Bishop Hogan has done a good deed in exposing 
the immoralities of the priests of his diocese. The 
publie will be curious, however, to know what his 
archbishop will do to him for his frankness. 


3 — 0M 
Another Curiosity for Mr. Lamar, of Chicago. 


Perhaps the stupidest comment upon the recent 
blasphemy: ease is this from the Western Rural, 
published in Chicago: 

* An ex-minister of the gospel in New Jersey has been 
found guilty of blasphemy. He was a sort of imitator of Bob 
Ingersoll, but without Ingersoll's polish and genius. Bob is 
exceedingly blasphemous, but he does it in à good-natured 
way, and in a style that robs it of a great deal of its harsh- 
ness. But this New Jersey imitator was as uncouth and 
rasping as the oath of a boy who is just learning to swear. 
He made wretched work of it, and so disgusted everybody 
that he was brought to the bar of justice under a statute of 
the state that was a hundred years old, and had never before 
been enforced. Ingersoll was his lawyer, and made a very 
temperate speech: Mr. Ingersoll himself makes the mistake 
of seeming to think that bold declaration and ridicule are 
argument. This New Jerseyman appears to also hav thought 
that calling God ‘names’ was sound and convincing argu- 
ment. He did not convince, and could not convince, any in- 
telligent man by such & course of anything except that he 
was & low-bred, vulgar-mouthed person. If & man does not 
believe that there is a God, that is his business. If hechooses 
to say that he does. not believe it, that is his business. But 
when he delivers himself of a flood of obscene language, that 
is a matter that his neighbors hav something to say about. 
He is indecent when he uses improper language even to a 
gate-post, and the law that brings him to account is a good 
law. Nothing is gained by blaspemous or other indecent 
language, and in such a.case as this one under consideration 
the only purpose of its use is to wound somebody’s feelings, 
and that is not gentlemanly. We ardently wish that there 
was law enough to shut up every vulgar mouth in all the 
world, whatever may be the occasion of its belchings. We 
hav a great deal of sympathy for the weakness of men, but 
we hav not the slightest patience with a man whose tongue 
delights in obscenity or blasphemy. It is unmanly, and 
Colonel Ingersoll to the contrary notwithstanding, nobody 
has any right in this free country to be unmanly.” 


Profounder ignorance of his subject is seldom 
shown, even by a squash-and-potato editor. And a 
narrower Spirit than this writer possesses we hope 
never to observe. "The New Jerseyites would hav 
felt very good if they could hav found Mr. Reynolds’s 
language to be even indecent, much more obscene; 
but our country friend from Chicago has no difficulty 
at all in convicting him off-hand of the vilest obscen- 
ity. And the ease with which he runs blasphemy 
into obscenity ought to earn him a place in Com- 
stock’s society, for the agent of the John-street soap- 
boiler has torn his hair many times and oft because 
he could not reach all heretics through his obscenity 
laws. 

His solicitude for the morals of a gate-post shows 
that our agricultural editor's heart is in his business, 
and reflects credit upon his Christian training. We 
agree with him that any man who corrupts a gate- 
post by blasphemous language ought to be shut up ; 
indeed, the rack and dungeon would be lenient pun- 
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‘ishment. Every. legislature should at once pass a 
law protecting Christian gate-posts frem heretical 
contamination, and the National Reform party might 
well ask for a constitutional amendment compelling 
decency to gate-posts as the measure of a citizen’s 
fitness for voting. 

And then again, what a broad " platform would 
that be which should demand that “ nobody has any 
right to be unmanly!” If it were properly called to 
its attention, there is no doubt the Women's Chris- 
tian Tempersnce Union would embody this idea in 
its organic documents, even though it might be con- 
sidered rather oppressiv upon the female sex. 

The editor of the Western Rural is in the wrong 
place. His great abilities hav not sufficient scope. 
Let him apply to Mr. Lamar, of his city, who will 
undoubtedly giv him an engagement at his dime mu- 

‘seum, in lieu of the Reynolds jurors whom he failed 


to secure. 
—— 9-4-——— —— ——- 


` Features of the Queen's Jubilee. 


Fifty years ago, counting backward from June 21, 
1887, Victoria Alexandrina became queen of England. 
Last week Tuesday, the fiftieth anniversary of that 
event was celebrated by her loyal subjects and 
others, and commemorativ services were continued 
throughout the week. In London one of the biggest 
crowds the world ever saw lined the streets through 
which she passed from Buckingham Palace to West- 
minster Abbey, within whose sacred and expensiv 
walls she was originally crowned. 

The queen of England occupies the position of a 
medium between the Almighty and the British peo- 
ple. She is their sovereign by divine right, trans- 
mitted to her from the deity through the offices of 
his ministers. At least, such is the theory; though 
. it must be said that the theory is hardly a scientific. 
one, and by many is considered idiotic in the extreme. 
There are those, however, who believe in it, some o of 
whom are alive. 

At Westminster Abbey the proceedings, were of a 
so-called Peligioue character, and were afforded by 
the queen’s loyal subjects, through taxation collected 


matter to take pride in that they eclipsed in grandeur 
even those which marked her coronation fifty years 
previously. The services were. composed . of. the 
mummery which passes for worship in Episcopal 
churches, and when they were over the procession 
moved back to Buckingham Palace, incidentally pass- 
ing over a small child and killing it. It is ‘doubtful 
if the parents of the child duly appreciated the honor 
thus bestowed upon their unworthy offspring. It. is 
also safe to say that there was one mother in London 
who did not enjoy the queen's jübilee. 

In Ireland the day was observed by fights between 
Catholics and Protestants. A number of Irish 
women contributed a purse of $18,500 to. ‘the queen 
as a jubilee gift, which, no doubt, her majesty trans- 
ferred to her stocking with such alacrity as her age 
would permit. As her income is reckoned at less 
than $2,000,000 per annum, the sum donated by the 
women of Ireland will help keep the wolf from the 
door for another year. 

In New York the Catholics said mass in their 
churches for the souls of the ten million victims of 
misrule who hav died of hunger or in dungeons, on 
the scaffold or on the battle-field, or hav been evicted 
or expatriated during Victoria’s beneficent reign. 

Our loyal Englishmen and Anglomaniacs hired the 
Metropolitan Opera House and made speeches and 
sent an address to her majesty extending assurances 
of their distinguished consideration. 

Erastus Wiman, an Englishman who owns the boats 
and railroads connecting New York with Staten 
Island, got up a celebration at Erastina and St. 
George’s Park, and by advertising tremendous attrac- 
tions induced about fifteen thousand people to 
patronize his boats and to drink the beer which he 
provided. From a financial pun of: iom his piri 
otism had its reward. 

From Washington President Cleveland took it upon 
himself to send Victoria word that he, but uttered the 
general voice of his fellow-countrymen in wishing the 
prolongation of her reign; which is well enough by 
way of courtesy, but which in point of fact is untrue. 
If the American people wished for the continuance of 
monarchy in England, they were very inconsistent 
in fighting against it in this country. 

This jubilee affords the thoughtful person an oppor- 
tunity to indulge one cheerful reflection, namely 


is a half century nearer its end than it was fifty years 


Abbey. 


are being refused absolution at the confessional. 


ïn other parishes : 


is the executiv committee of the McGlynnites of St. 


'the priest. 


:will never again ask you, or any other priest, to giv me ab- 


called her back, and after a few words gave her absolution. 


‘its authority, so far as it can. 


‘in his allegiance when the authorities put the ecclesi- 


by the sheriff, at an expense of $85,000.: It is a -astical screw upon the lay thumb. A refusal of 


-bring most of the Catholics of St. Stephen’s parish 


public. 


.[to explain away his contumacious conduct, and he 
has publicly said that he will not go. 


ignorant superstition ? 


'is some radical sentiment quoted from the author pictured 
over it. In the space between the portraits and around them 
are arabesques of vines and flowers in profusion, and the 
panel inclosing the Nine Demands is surmounted on each 
corner by Mr. Eckhard’s design of the flag above the cross. 
The whole makes an exceedingly handsome work for fram- 
ing. The artistic part is equal to the best, and the portraits 
are as true to nature as the photographs from which they 
were transferred, The design will be sent postpaid by mail 
for $1 upon application to Mr. Eckhard or to this office. 


that the reign of divinely appointed kings and queens 


ago when Victoria was crowned in Westminster 


One Ecclesiastical Thumbscrew. 

The New York Herald assures the public that it 
is in possession of certain knowledge that the 
parishioners of Dr. McGlynn’s parish who do not 
contribute to the support of St. Stephen's church 


Tue Alabama Sentinel, an official organ of the Knights of 
Labor, published at Birmingham, Ala., has a shrewd appre- 
ciation of New Jersey. It says: ' The imported Pinkerton 
detectivs who, during the recent coal-handlers’ strike in New 
Jersey, fired into a crowd of Jersey City children, killing one, 
were acquitted of the charge of murder by the jury last week. 
Some of the local newspapers are inquiring for the lost, 
strayed, or stolen Jersey justice. It was busyat Morristown 
at that time prosecuting C. B. Beynolds for blasphemy under 
astatute two hundred years old. Just giv Jersey justice 
time and it will get there.” 


The Herald prints the following: 


** The reporter was told of the following occurrence in 
the German church of St. Francis of Assisi, in West Thirty- 
first street, a sample, his informant said, of what takes place 
A lady went to confession last Saturday 
night in the above church. She was a parishioner of St. 
Stephen's; After she had told her little tale her confessor 
asked her where she lived. Friends of hers had been asked 
the same question and she knew what it meant. 

** * T don’t feel bound to tell you that, father,’ she answered. 

`“ < Do you belong to the Committee of Thirty-five? (This 


Our Episcopalian citizens are gradually backsliding into 
Romanism. The pastoral letter issued last year was almost 
a Catholic document; and the plan to erect a cathedral is 
copying the mother church. Now at the Long Island dio- 
cesan convention just held, a Rev. Mr. Geer “ vigorously 
denounced public schools as being worthless so far as re- 
garded their efficacy in teaching the truths of Christianity,” 
and said the schools ‘‘ are becoming worse as the days go on.” 
Mr. Geer should be reminded that the public schools are not 
supported for the purpose of teaching religion, and then he 
should get him to a monastery. 


Stephen’s.) . 

** * Tf I did, father,’ answered the fair penitent, ‘it is not a 
mortal sin, nor yet a venia] one.’ 

t< Are you a sympathizer with Dr. McGlynn” persisted 


** * Yes, father, and I will continue to be.’ 

** * Then I will not giv you absolution,’ said the confessor 
so loudly that, says: the lady, he attracted the attention of 
other. waiting penitents. f 

‘<< Well, father, said the lady, rising from her knees, ‘I 


Tue New York World makes the discovery that ‘‘ the last 
two-thirds of Robert Ingersoll’s tribute to the memory of 
Beecher is a fine specimen of blank verse." ‘“ Moreover,” 
adds the World, “ it is a contribution to our literature which 
will do much to raise the average of. American poetry. It 
is a master-stroke, and there is no good reason why it should 
not appear in its appropriate garb in type." This is all true 
enough, but a lily is not improved by painting, and it is not 
necessary to use art to place one of Colonel Ingersoll's com- 
positions at the top of English literature. The World should 
study the sentiment of the tribute, not its dress. 


solution,’ and she left the confessional almost in tears. 
‘<The priest quickly saw he had made a mistake, hastily 


In future the lady will attend another church Her name is 
in the possession of the Herald, but cannot be published.” 
The priests are acting under orders; of course, 
from Archbishop Corrigan, and this step indicates 
the church’s determination to enforce obedience to 


Tux Cape Fear Advocate is published by a colored man in 
Wilmington, Del., for and in the interests of the colored peo- 
ple. Negro preachers, in his opinion, are much like their 
white brethren, and he warns his race against them. He 
says: ‘‘ There is nothing that does more to injure the negro 
race than the ignorant jackass preachers who prey upon the 
pockets of the colored people. On Sunday these Bible- 
smashers can be seen after their pulpit harang is over sitting 
around some of their members’ houses, with another man’s 
wife, waiting for the last old hen to be put on the table that 
they may stuff their hypocritical hide. They, as a rule, are 
always wanting to build a church, and therefore can be 
found with a little book collecting money for that purpose, 
and when it has been built it would not make a good-sized 
coal-house. Generally these pulpit gymnasts know as much 
about preaching as a Tennessee mule knows about probation 
after death.” 


-As long ago as last January, THE TRUTH SEEKER 
said: “We are much mistaken if even the most de- 
voted of Dr. McGlynn’s parishioners does not weaken 


church privileges—confession, absolution, sacraments, 
burial rites—to be followed by excommunication, will 


to their knees.” One of the measures that we men- 
tioned is now being tried, though, we are glad to say, 
without success in the one instance that has become 
In how many instances it has succeeded, 
who can say? It is generally reported and believed 
that Dr. McGlynn has been threatened with excom- 
munieation should he not reach Rome by July 2d, 


WHEN the Perfectionists at Walnut Hills, Ohio, were ex- 
posed about & year ago, and forced by public opinion to dis- 
continue their peculiar worship, which their religious 
opponents called scandalous, they joined the Methodist 
church of the place. Recently the authorities of the church 
found they had renewed in secret the practice of their ritos, 
and at once put them on trial on the following four specifica- 
tions: 

“ First, The claiming and teaching that Mrs. Martin was God the 
Father, and Mrs. Brooke the Christ. 

“second. That Jesus of Nazareth, after the flesh, was the son of 
Joseph as really as of Mary. 

“Third. That the church of to-day is the Babylon, as recorded in 
Revelation, and is the mother of harlots and the abomination of 


the whole earth, 
** Fourth. Power to work miracles andet certain conditions.” 


The committee before whom they were tried found them 
guilty, and unanimously recommended that they be expelled 
from the church. This treatment of the Perfectionists shows 
how the orthodox people regard any other superstition than 
their own. They keep the only genuin gods—do tbe 
orthodox. ' 


When he has 
suffered the extreme penalty that the church can 
now inflict, when his old parishioners hav been boy- 
cotted by the church, and all his Catholic friends hav 
become religious outcasts, what will he and they 
think of “holy church?" Will they still cling to her 
as the possessor of all truth, the protector of the 
poor, the giver of eternal pain or pleasure, or will 
they denounce her for what she is, an arrogant tyrant, 
a stupendous fraud, and the worst punishment the 
human race has ever inflicted upon itself through 


_A. few score years ago Edward McGlynn would 
hav been burnt at the stake, and his followers put in 
dungeons. To-day, in America, they can believe 
what they please without fear of bodily harm. It 
will be a glorious triumph for freedom if they hav 
the manhood and womanhood to throw off all other 
fear? 


` Tux queen of England's jubilee, celebrated June 21st, was 
not allowed to pass without the religious row usual when 
large numbers of people get together. In Belfast, Ireland, 
jubilee bands were attacked by Catholics, and stones flew 
thick and heavy until the police appeared. After a hard 
fight, in which many policemen as well as rioters werc 
injured, the mob was dispersed. In Cork about fifty persons 
were disabled by Catholic rioters, and & newspaper office 
was raided. In Boston, Mass., U. S. A., because the city 
granted the use of Faneuil Hall toa British society for a ban- 
quet, the Irish Catholics surrounded the building and yelled 
and fought vigorously. It took three hundred policemen to 
prevent the good Irish Catholic citizens from mobbing the 
banqueting society. The rioters nearly killed several Eng- 
lishmen, the policemen nearly killed several rioters, and the 
militia were put in readiness to defend the city from a furious 
uprising of patriotic Irish Catholics. In New York the 
Catholics held funeral services in various churches to mourn 
for the **Irishmen who fell in holy Ireland's fight." If our 
good Irish Catholic citizens would keep their quarrels to 
themselvs, they would appear to better advantage. English- 
men in this country hav the same right to celebrate the 
queen's jubilee that the Irish hav to hold Home Rule meet. 
ings, and the Irishmen should remember it, 


e 
Editorial Notes. 

In answer to a question from a subscriber we may state— 
for about the fiftieth time—that D. M. Bennett was a Spirit- 
ualist and Atheist. That is, his faith was strong that the- 
phenomena of Spiritualism proved another existence for mor- 
tals, and he had no idea whatever that a personal God 
existed. Sometimes Mr. Bennett expounded a philosophy 
akin to Pantheism, but on straight theological lines he would 
properly be put down as an Atheist. 


Mr. CHARLES EOKHARD, treasurer of the American Secular 
Union, has published the Nine Demands in a more attractiv 
form than any in which they hav previously appeared. At 
the head of an engraving on heavy plate paper 24x19 inches 
are the cabinet-sized likenesses of Jefferson, Washington, and 
Paine, the Fathers of our Republic. At the sides are Frank- 
lin and John Adams, and between these two are printed the 
Nine Demands of the American Secular Union in conspicuous 
type. At the foot are Lafayette, Girard, and Ingersoll, mak- 
‘ing eight likenesses in all. Jnscribed beneath each portrait 
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Letters from Sriends. 


Warre Cuuros, Kan., June 1, 1887. 


Mar. Eprror: I don’t know when I hav been more shocked , 


than since J hav learned of Eimina’s incarceration in a filthy 
jail. How long is it to be the case that Liberals are to be 
treated in this manner? Is it not astonishing to know that 
. so pure and philanthropic a person as she can hav such in- 
dignitics heaped upon them? J hope you will make it hot 
for her base persecutors. I am old and sick, but I say, Long 
liv Taz Trura SEEKER, and may your lives be spared to bat- 
` tle for the right. My regards to Heston. I. P. MARTIN. 


Leos, Iowa, May 24, 287. 
Mr. Eviror: The Liberals had their first regular meeting 
last Sunday, and adopted that constitution you suggested 
some time ago of an Illinois society, and published in Taz 
TRUTH SEEKER, namely, moral, social, and industrial basis. 
The names of the officers of the Leon Secular Union are: 
A. E. Hall, president; W. E. Gammon, vice-president ; Mrs. 
A. B. Hall, treasurer; and Mrs. J. W. Long, secretary. We 
were assembled for a pic-nic last Sunday, as well as for gen- 
eral work, and just as we had our fishing-tackle ready, and 
swing hung, a much-needed and welcome shower drove us to 
the house of our worthy president, on the banks of Weldon 
Creek, where we listened to speeches, readings, essays, reci- 
tations, music, etc. Everyone resorted to some favorit 
amusement after dinner, and over fifty persons did all 
in their power to act natural, human, and to sustain a Sec- 
ular Sabbath. We meet again at the same place the third 

Sunday in June. Joan W. Lona. 


OranceE, N. J., June 20, 1887." 

Mr. Eprror: My residence is near far-famed Morristown, 
ihe place where Brother Reynolds was hauled up and fined 
$25 for expressing an honest opinion in regard to certain 
. Words and phrases. "The result of that farcical trial may be 
set down &s & grand triumph of Freethought over orthodoxy. 
Although friend Reynolds was required to pay a finc, the 
verdict of the people was in his favor. Reynolds was not on 
trial. The case simply hinged on an insignificant technical- 
ity, viz., * Had that old obsolete law been violated?” That 
old law, which had been & dead letter for two hundred 
years, was revived and put in force. Of course, honest 


urymen had to admit that the old law had been violated,. 


which gave a wooden-headed judge a show of authority to 
impose a nominal fine. But they are all sick of it. You 
will see that such a miserable law will be repealed next 
winter. The people of Boonton and Morristown are just as 
sick of and ashamed of the whole affair as they can be. 
That $25 has made more proselytes to the cause of Free- 
thought than thousands of dollars would make if expended 
in any other way. We cannot compute the grand influence 
of that little sum by way of bringing indifferent thinkers to a 
, knowledge of the truth. Ess E. TEE. 


Oxeto, Kan., May 29, 287. 

Mr. Eprror: As I hav not seen anything from this part of 
the moral vinyard for some time, I thought it proper to let 
the friends know how the cause was progressing in this part 
of the great Sunflower state. The cause of Freethought is 
being pushed in quiet but effectiv manner. The Cone 
brothers, of Axtell, and others are scattering Liberal litera- 
ture all over the county, and its effects are being felt. By 
the way, Mr. Cone has been carrying on a religious discus- 
sion through oneof the county papers with one of the pope's 
hired men, named Hurley; but alas! like others of his kid- 
ney, all Hurley could do was to call names and make faces. 
His scurrilous replies, for they cannot be dignified by the 
name of arguments, even disgusted the better class of his 
own people. Mr. J. E. Remsburg gave a course of lectures 
at Turner Hall, Marysville, a few weeks ago, and on account 
of continuous rains the attendance was not as large as was 
desired, but the lectures were well received, and a good im- 
pression made. Mr. Remsburg, besides being a good speaker, 
is & courteous and affable gentleman, which qualities soon 
destroy that prejudice which many Christians hav against 
Freethinkers. 

As so many hav their say on the Anarchy question, I shall 
briefly express my views on the matter. While I bitterly de- 
test the principles of Anarchy, I do say that the Chicago 
farce would disgrace the autocracy of Russia, and I am proud 
to see the editor of the greatest Freethought journal in 
the world stand up, not for Anarchy, but for the eternal 
right. Joun A. MAYHEW. 


West Troy, N. Y., June 8, 287. 

Mr. Epiror: Let those who admire tyranny and supersti- 
tion date from Cæsar or Christ, but we who profess better 
things should use any other chronology, and I can think of 
none better than the Bruno calendar. Although there were 
nominal sciences even ages before the Mosaic Adam, yet 
until Bruno showed that natural laws are universal, there 
was no comprehensiv and positiv science. As regards the 
' time of his death, a few days need make no dispute about 
our era. The Christian era does not coincide with any time 
given for the birth of its supposed hero by several years, 
‘whilst it is not really the year 1 of Bruno's era until Feb. 
18, 1601, of tbe era of superstition. So far as convenience 
and unity are concerned, there are other calendars than 
the Christian one which are used by more people than that. 
How long do intelligent Americans intend to submit to the 
muzzlement of the press? The latest development of bigotry 
is the boycotting of a local paper by a West Troy police 
judge, who assaulted three news-boys and deprived them of 
their wares because his judgeship thought the Truth not fit 
for distribution. Truth is a fierce West Troy political paper 
with sound sense, and no Jove for the drunken magistrate. 


‘paying out their money to support this bogus Free Progressiv 


.hav read this, ‘‘ Giv me liberty or giv me death.” 


The publishers, so says an extra, propose to proceed against 
him for highway robbery. The editor has since been 
brutally assaulted. It is an inter-Irish war. When Liberals 
enough hav been fined, imprisoned, and legally murdered, 
the great silent host of thinkers will make themselvs heard 
in legislativ halls and secure the freedom to speak their own 
minds. 

A Christian has just asked me what we want of laws if 
there be no God. I answer: “We do not want laws for the 
sake of God, but for the good of man, and most of all we 
need laws to protect honest Freethinkers from Christian 
cowards and cutthroats. If there were no Christian nations, 


the United States would need no navy. There is always. 


danger that a god man will get an inspiration and Guiteau 
you.” JonN P. GUD. 


Wesr Grove, PA., June 6, 1887. 

Mr. Epiron: As I was visiting with old friends and rela- 
tivs in the neighborhood of Longwood, I thought I would 
drop in here and see how they were coming on, as my habit 
in former years has been to do so when I was in this partic- 
ular neighborhood. 

It is now nearly forty years since this — meeting. of 
the Progressiv Friends was inaugurated, to fill what seemed 
to be a want of the more Liberal members of the Society of 
Friends (Hicksite), with Oliver Johnson at their head. But 
little by little its usefulness as a free and Liberal organization 
has dwindled away. Their presiding officer on this occasion 
was from Rhode Island, and I judge belonged to the Free 
Religious school, of which the Znder was the organ. His 
right-hand supporter was G. B. Stebbins, of Detroit, who 
was there to represent Spiritualism, to get subscribers 
for the Religio, to circulate copies of that paper among 
the audience, and to make flings at Materialism and the 
great Secular movement of the age. So that with these two 
classes of minds that the Progressiv Friends of Pennsylvania 
hav got set over them, it is no wonder that the more free, in- 
telligent thinkers hav been withdrawing their material aid to 
the support of these meetings, so that the subject of their 
discontinuance was brought up for consideration. Whenthe 
vote was taken, some six or eight voted to discontinue, and 
about twice the number to continue the meetings. One of 
the leaders of these meetings, a capitalist who had paid 
out his money with a liberal hand for their support, and who 
had voted for their discontinuance, rose and remarked that 
unless they could hav the names of thirty or forty to their 
subscription paper for a sum of money from each one (not to 
exceed five dollars), to sustain these meetings, they would 
hav to be discontinued. So it would seem.as though the 
continuance of these Progressiv Friends! meetings of Chester 


county, Pa., hangs on the finance question, and as I hav been | 


an attender of these meetings, more or less, for the last 
twenty-seven years, I am not at all surprised that the intel- 
ligent Freethinkers of Chester county, Pa., hav got tired of 


Friends’ yearly meeting, now run in the interest of cliques 
and parties. S. D. Moore. 


MYRTLE CREEK, Or., June 10, 1887. 
Mz. Epitor : I hav not- written any for THE TRUTH SEEKER 
for some time, but hav been doing something for our valua- 
able cause through the columns of a local journal. I am 
glad that S. P Putnam is lecturing in this country. ` If I had 


means, I would circulate our literature from one end of the- 


country to the other. 

The clerical drones of Southern Methodism hav made 
their appearance iu our little town. The Baptists were here 
a short time ago. The Presbyterians officiate once a month. 
It is seldom that any of them get any proselytes. These 
preachers wil not meet us in open, free public discussion, 
so they are afraid to slander us. They claim to reply to 
some of our argument (in the hearing of those who never 
read it) when the author is in another country. 

The Bible must be peculiar to justify so many creeds and 
names of parties. Its ignorant votaries will not attempt to 
defend it, because they are unable, while its enlightened ones 
will not by fair means, because they know better. 

They know that their premises are false, and therefore 
their conclusion must be false also. They know that the 
only way to perpetuate their claims and authority over man- 
kind is by force—by force of law, by force of arms, and by 
force of superstition. But this they find cannot be accom- 
plished in Protestant countries. They find that they are 
losing control of the people; that whatever is intolerable 
and intolerant in Protestantism must be vanquished, so that 
what there is of real Protestantism will soon display itself iu 
the form of Freethought, Liberalism, and humanity. But 
what there is of Romanism must return to the old dragon 
that gave it birth. It is obvious that many so-called Protest- 
ants will go to Rome. Shall Rome everrule America? Per- 
haps in a few short years we will hear the cry of ‘‘ Rally 
round the flag, boys.” Many patriots will say when they 


L. C. Hur. 


WELLAND, OnT., June 6, 1887. 

Mr. Eprrog: As the result of thought and investigation 
into the why and wherefore of things being as they are to- 
day, I had arrived at the conclusion that they are so as the 
result of natural law, which we hav not had the power to 
control. Take the human race, for instance. We all are 
just what we are as the result of circumstances not at our 
command. None of us had any choice as to our parentage, 
birth, or country in which we should be born; are not re- 
sponsible for the traits of character in our organizations, nor 
for the influences operating upon us from the time of our 
birth to the present time. As we are to-day, we are the pro- 
duet of cause and effect. 

If one person has been more fortunate than another in his 
organism, and has been surrounded by more favorable in- 


“Cases. 


fluences to make him a more moral and. intellectual char- 
acter, the credit is in no way due to him, it was his fortune ; 
and the more ignorant and idiotic are not deserving of blame ; 
it was their misfortune in having been born and placed under 
less favorable circumstances. No rational being would pre- 
fer being foolish or idiotic; those who are so in any degree 
are not 80 by choice, but as the result of circumstances over 
which they: had: no choice or control. 

This view of things may not meet the views of many, but 
that does not make it less true. It will be indorsed by those 
whose. minds hav become more enlightened, and conse- _ 
quently better able to view things in their true light. 

What control hav we over the physical body, whether we. 
shall be tall or short, weigh three hundred .or one hundred. 
and fifty pounds, hav black or red hair, inherit from our 
parentage some bodily or mental disorder? We hav no 
choice whatever. We hav not been made to order, but by 
natural law, and are as much the product of natural law a 
the tree that has grown in the forest. 

* Oh, well,” you say, “ that may be all true enough with 
regard to the body, but the mind is different.” Yes, the- 
mind is different, but governed by laws equally as strict. 

If you are born of parents who bequeath to you a good 
organism, and instil into your youthful mind good. moral 
principles, giv you a good school education, laying the foun- 
dation for a scientific one, the chances will be favorable to 
your becoming an honorable and intellectual person. But, 
on the other hand, you are born with faulty organism, in- 
herited from parentage, and in infancy and youth your -sur- 
roundings are of an immoral character; your school and 
general education defectiv. You will be found to be men- 
tally as well as physically what circumstances made you. 
If you should prove better than your surroundings, it will be, 
as. it were, by accident that some favorable influence had 
reached you, and operated favorably on some good trait in 
your moral or mental organism so as to lead you to pursue a 
course better calculated to develop the moral and intellect. 
ual traits of character that may be in you, which otherwise. 
might hav lain dormant. It is not uncommon to see such 
So, after all, whatever we may be physically, men- 
tally, or morally, we are the result of circumstances. Hence 
the necessity of trying to introduce better influences. 

If what I hav said be true, where does our individual 
moral responsibility come in—responsibility for being where 
and what we are, and not better than we are? As well hold 
a poor man responsible for not being rich, a silly man for 
not being wiser, a short man for not being tall, or a tree for 
having grown crooked. All are the effect of causes which, 
under the circumstances, they were unable to avoid or re- 
verse. Joun Ray. 
A. B. PIKARD TO D. LOUIS BODGE (POLITENESS OF THE TRUTH 

SEEKER). 
June 16, 1887. 

FRIEND Bopaz: I hav just read your letter to me in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, and hasten to reciprocate the favor. And first, 
I will say that the papers containing your letter to me, and 
mine to you, I hav given away, and therefore shall need to 
rely on memory, and misrepresentation is not my name. To 
be short, and as fair as short, the gist of the matter is this: 
You professed to be a friend of the spelling reform, and then 
when TuE TnuTrH SEEKER illustrated the nature of the re- 
form by dropping off a useless letter from a few simple 
words which even children could not be mistaken in, you 
ridiculed it by calling those words bobtailed—the very sim- 
plest method that could be employed to let the people see 
that the reform would not change our language, as some peo- 
ple suppose, but simplify its spelling, so that every child and 
foreigner knowing the alphabet can read. How you could 
reconcile the two positions I couldn’t see, and so I illustrated 
accordingly. If you had always been accustomed to hav 
your photograph taken with three eyes in them, however 
blind the third one might be, and I should make you one 
without the third eye, you wouldn’t know yourself, nor pay 
me for it, it would look so much like those bobtail words. 

My friend, your words imply that those who spell giv, hav, 
liv, and nolej are spelling deformers. Well, Iam in good 
company. Mr. Webster and Mr. Smalley in thcir spelling, 
to show the correct speech, spell those words just as I do, 
and that is what spelling is.for; and I spell the first three as 
everybody else does, for everybody knows that the only ob- 
ject of the invention of letters was to spell or represent the 
sounds that constitute words, as figures were invented 1o 
spell or represent numbers. Everybody knows that silent 
letters don’t spell anything, and for that reason in elementary 
books are printed in italic. And now Mr. Bodge thinks 
those words are not spelled right because their useless caudal 
appendage is left off. I wish Mr. Bodge had told us what 
right spelling is. If he means that the customary spelling is 
right spelling, how can he be a friend to or in favor of re- 
formed spelling ? 

One author says, “‘ Spelling is representing a word by its 
proper letters.” If this definition is correct, then we hav it 
that spelling is representation, and hence I say that a letter 
spells a sound. Letters were never designed to be grouped 
or clustered together to signify words, but simply to repre- 
sent to the eye the elements of speech. With Mr. Bodge 
would reformed spelling be correct spelling if the common 
way is correct? He should hav given us some example of 
correct spelling of ‘“ nolej,” for instance. He has given us 
the common alphabet, and the names of the letters—thanks 
for so much—without any reference to whether the sounds 
are simple or diphthongal, which shows that my friend is not 
an expert in the science of sounds. He must know that the 
names of letters amount to nothing; his eyes are offended 
when a useless letter is left off ; his ears would be offended 
to hear it sounded on. It is evident that Mr. Bodge takes 
the names of letters for their sounds, for he says of Mr. 
Pikard, “It seems a trifle strange for a man who has been a 
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spelling reformer for thirty-five years to giv the sound of o 
and e in this word [nolej], sounds which are not heard in it 
8t all, omitting the sounds which are really heard, and then 
triumphantly remark, ‘I hav spelt all the sounds in it.” Mr. 
Bodge says, ** You hav done nothing of the kind." There are 
but five sounds in the word, and I spelled it with five letters. 
Now, how many sounds do I spell? Mr. Bodge says, 
** Mr, Pikard don't spell às many sounds as there are in the 
word." Mr. Bodge, how many sounds are there in the word 
nolej? Mr. Bodge says, ‘‘ Correctly spelled, the word must 
be nalej "—2 pronounced as in far. Does he spell any more 
sounds than Pikard? Again, Mr. Bodge says to me, ‘‘ You 
spelled Aave and give ‘‘ hav” and '*giv," whereas correctly 
spelled they would be hav and giv.” Taking his own alphabet 
for it, we spell the words just alike, and this shows that he 
takes the name of a letter for its sound; instead of taking the 

' sound of a letter for its name. Spelling reformers are gov- 
` erned by the sounds they wish to represent, and not by the 
names of letters. ` 

I presume Mr. Bodge would write living, livid, etc., 
without any tail to the first syllable; hence it would be a 
bobtailed syllable. We learn the properties of sounds by ear, 
and the properties of letters by the eye, and then the rela- 
tion between them. Mr. Bodge says my spelling of hav, giv, 
and liv is spurious reform spelling, and yet he spells them 
justas I do. The only difference between usis, he goes by 

- the old names of the letters, and I by the sounds they sig- 
nify. He, says, Be-oh-de-gee-ee, and then pronounces his 
name; and I say, B-o-j, and then pronounce his name. 
When Mr. Bodge comes to understand the subject, we shall 
think alike. 

The whole may be summed.up as follows: The number of 
simple elements of speech in the English. language cannot 
exceed thirty-seven, and I shall be satisfied with thirty-four. 
There are three intermediate sounds, that are called shaded 
sounds, which I judge not essential to the meaning of any 
word, and therefore I do not represent them. 

I use thirty-five letters, thirty-four for simple Sounds, and 
fas a diphthongal letter ; but even is not essential. Now, 
friend Bodge, suppose you and I put a little money together 
and buy Tag Truta Seeker a small: font of type of twelve 
or thirteen letters of the same size as those your letter was 
printed with, so they will work right in' with those letters it 
has without difficulty, including a little plate containing the 
alphabet, to be put into. a corner of the paper for everybody 
to see, and then we can illustrate and demonstrate to the eyes 
of all that wish to know. 

Then you could furnish some of your nice: poetry, and I 
some plain and home-made talk or story, and &o establish an 
alphabet that cannot be faulted, if the editor will agree to it. 
‘What do you say to it? A. B. PIKARD. 


BnookErxN, N. Y., June 15, 1887. 

Mz. EprroR: I was induced to subscribe for Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER on assurance that it is not a strictly partisan organ, 
but its columns are open to discussion from all sidesof every 
question presented. But I note that the rule is objected to, 
apparently with some effect, on questions of the most vital 
and general importance to the human race. Having been & 
Freethinker from my earliest recollection, I hav become 
aware that intolerant partisan prejudice is incompatible with 
Freethought. Moreover, though we think our best thoughts 
to-day, perchance we shall hav better to-morrow. It were 
ofta pity if we do not. For we often meet thoughts in books 
and periodicals that, unless they serve to suggest better, 
which they sometimes do, should hav been written in the 
sands upon the sea-shore and obliterated by the incoming 
tide. Having been a free reader of everything that comes to 
hand, I hav often noted & wide discrepancy between theories 
and the logical import of facts. Hence the need of free in- 

. vestigation, Freethought, and free expression. 

The modus operandi of creation, and the age of our planet 
and it populations, are questions of no practical use or im- 
portance to anybody, and it i$ well they are not, for we can 
get no reliable solution of them. The existence of our planet 
and its population, and that the general condition of the hu- 
man race on this planet is anything.but satisfactory, appear 
to be generally well-known ‘and admitted facts that should 
call for no further comment or explanation: Then what 
are the possibilities of the future, and how can they best be 
realized ? appear to be the only questions of special impor- 
tance to the human race that present themselvs for solution. 
The theologist promises a happy-future in a spirit-world or 
in a physical resurrection on the conditions that we submit, 
without protest, to the inequities that are practiced upon us, 
which indicates that Christianity has greatly degenerated 
since the days of its reputed founder, or a spurious article is 
imposed upon us. The Spiritualist is more liberal, and 
promises all a happy future in a spirit-world uncondition- 
ally, for which we should be duly grateful if he were duly 
authorized to make such promis, of which there appears to 
be a reasonable doubt. The Agnostic promises nothing, for 
he knows he don't know, and will not venture to guess, but 
thinks it best to ** eat, drink, and be merry, for to-morrow 
we die." By which it appears that the preacher of Eccle- 
siastics has a few disciples left to keep his lamp trimmed and 
burning. ` ` 

It being obvious that neither of the foregoing theories 
presents a reliable solution of the social problem, I think it 
advisable to direct attention to known facts and their logical 
import; for unless we'hav an intelligent knowledge of these 
we shalllikely be hoodwinked with impudent flattery and 
subtle sophistry. Justice can never reign where ignorance 
and knavéry prevail. Hence ignorance, except when 
hypocritically assumed as a false pretense, should be re- 
garded as a misfortune rather than a crime. It being desir- 
able that everybody should rightly understand the proper 


purpose and sphere of government, and to protest against i 


| trol of the entire system of production and exchange. 


any invasion of individual rights, it should be equally desir- 
able that everybody hav a correct understanding of what 
should constitute individual rights.. The law of our being 
appears to be the only just and reliable standard by which to 
judge of individual rights. That law distinctly indicates that 
every individual should hav an equal right to liv, and that 
right logically involves an equal right to the means of living ; 
hence an equal distribution or ownership of all wealth. For 
what purpose should government exist at all unless to secure 
to everyone the means of living? I am aware that govern- 
ments were evidently organized to secure a monopoly of all 
wealth to a comparativly few, and hav evidently served that 
purpose well and no other. Hence the need of reform. 
‘Transportation being but an integral branch or part of a 
general system of distribution and exchange of products 
that division of labor has made an absolute public necessity, 
if there can hardly be any question of the justice and utility 
of the national government having absolute control of trans- 
portation, there should hardly be any question of the justice 
and utility of the national government having absolute con- 
That 
would enable us to secure an intelligent distribution of work 
on the basis of the physical and intellectual ability of the 
workman, and an equitable distribution of products to all 
who need them. That being virtually admitted to be a just 
principle, calling it Socialism will be a virtual admission 
that Socialism is a just principle, and is denounced simply 
and solely because it is a just principle. Nevertheless, I 
shall fail to see how it can possibly be the final goal of hu- 
man destiny on this planet, but is an indispensable first 
movement toward that goal. For private ownership of 
wealth is the only known incentiv to all the violence, fraud, 
and usurpation that has been committed on this planet for 
the acquisition of wealth, power, and dominion. Hence it is 
incontrovertibly the mother of all abominations and the root 
of all evil, and must be abolished before any reform will be 
possible; hence, ‘‘no remedy is worthy of consideration 
that does not strike at the very root of the evil.” I think 
Mr. Denslow is making that fact appear clear enough, though 
it does not appear to hav been his intention to do so. There- 
fore Iam well pleased with your giving liberal space to the 
advocates of private monopoly of wealth. If it is your pur- 
pose to be equally liberal with those who advocate the equal 
right of every individual to liv, and to the means of living, 
I shall renew my subscription with pleasure, but not other- 
wise. J. A. TUTTLE. 


Canon City, CoL., June 6, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: As I seldom see a letter from this place, I 
will attempt to inform the friends of intellectual liberty who 
read Tug Trura SrkkER how Freethought is progressing 
here. Mr. Jamieson was here the latter part of December, 
and delivered four good lectures, which roused the people 
somewhat. The largest audience was about seventy-five, 
which we considered good for this priest-ridden town. It 
might be considered extremely good when we take into con- 
sideration that there were from one to four churches in this 
town from twelve to fifteen years before the building of the 
first school-house. 

It will be naturally inferred that there is quite a prejudice 
in the minds of the Christians of this vicinity against Frec- 
thinkers and our Freethougbt organization. Immediately 
following this organization, and during the religious excite- 
ment of last winter, my brother and sister were suspended 
from schoul for persisting in speaking their sentiments, 
claiming equal rights with our Christian friends, the account 
of which my sister Orella will giv in the Children’s Corner. 

The last evening Mr. Jamieson organized a Secular Union, 
getting only thirteen names. Since then we hav met every 
other Sunday. ; 

Occasionally others than the members would come in, but 
very seldom and very few. The Christians are afraid, appar- 
eutly, in spite of the fact that we are surrounded by 
churches-- seven in a town of three thousand inhabitants. 

For the first six or seven weeks of this year, & perfect cy- 
clone of religious excitement swept over here. They bran- 
dished their- fire and brimstone at everybody, but got no 
Liberals. There were a very few who were ‘* on the fence,” 
and claimed to get down on the other side, but now don’t 
know which side they are on. 

The Methodist Episcopal church, the largest in town, was 
filled night after night for three weeks with a throng, many 
of whom were seeking salvation by faith. My sister and I 
went six or seven evenings. At first we went for mere curi- 
osity, as we had never been to a revival before. We also 
wanted to hear how the evangelist would abuse and misrep- 
resent Infidels. He is no speaker; he would sing exciting 
songs, and recite death-bed scenes, and tell how he was 
saved, and how it rejoiced him that he and his family would 
all meet in heaven—all calculated to rouse the people's feel- 
ings and create excitement. 

The first evening we were there, he came to us and said 
to each, *' Sister, are you a Christian?" *''No,sir." ‘ Don’t 
you want to bea Christian?" ‘‘ No, sir.” “ Ob, sisters, I 
am afraid God will think you are bantering him and take 
you at your word and strike you dead!” We said, t We 
hav no evidence there is such a being." ‘‘ Do you mean to 
say the Bible is a lie, and all of your friends liars?” ‘“ We 
do not believe the Bible, but we think most of the Christians 
believe what they claim to.” ‘‘ Hav you a mother?” ‘+ Yes, 
sir.” ‘‘Is she living?” ‘Yes, sir.” ‘‘Is shea Christian?” 
* No, sir. She was once, but reason taught her better.” 
* Do you read your Bible?" ‘‘ Yes, sir; and find it contra- 
dicts itself. Therefore we cannot believe it." He said, ‘I 
will giv anyone ten dollars who will show me a contradic- 
tion.” I was on the point of repeating texts to him. but he 
badn't time to stop tben, but went and talked to some Chris- 
tian brothers and sisters, whom he told he would stay for 
another hour if they wished it, and talk to and pray with 


now he is going to glory, thank God !” 


them. The next evening we handed him a letter containing 
contradictory texts, also claiming the ten dollars. 
third evening, instead of answering or paying, he abused the 
Infidels, saying they were thieves, liars, and drunkards, and 
he could see no reason for their claiming unbelief unless for 
a screen for their meanness. 


The 


He claims to hav been a saloon-keeper fifteen years, ‘‘but 
One evening he told 
how once, when he was riding on 4 train going around the 
foot of a hill at the top of which a cabin stood, several dogs 
came barking at the train, but one little puppy kept barking 
and bowwowing and rolling over and over down-hill, but 
couldn’t make the train stop. He said that reminded him of 
little puppy Infidels who kept barking at the great train, the 
church, but it, like the other, paid no attention, but kept 
moving on. = : i 

I had the letter and texts, and two other letters, published 
in the city paper. In one letter I answered the above story 
as follows: ‘‘I admit that the propriety, as a minister of the 
gospel, of your staking a ten-dollar note on the reputation of 
the word of God is, to say the least, questionable; but, after 
having done so-and fairly lost, then to sneak like a whipped 
‘puppy’ behind the pulpit, is, in my judgment, even more 
censurable. The Infidel ‘puppy,’ according to your com- 
parison, has the courage to bark, but you, after having 
boasted that one could put & thousand, and two ten thou- 
sand, to flight, do not even dare to bark.” 

The reverend didn’t ask us again to become Christians, 
and I never heard him mention, or heard of his mentioning, 
Infidels or Infidelity during his stay of two weeks after the 
publication of my first letter. 

Dr. J. L. York has just been here and delivered two good, 
rousing lectures to houses of about two hundred each. 
Sunday evening, May 29th, his subject was, ** Evolution and 
Creation; or, How God Made the World." May 31st, his 
subject was, “ Individuality—What It Costs; and the Un- 
buricd Dead.” Several hav said that he put entirely new 
ideas into their heads. If so, the doctor deserves great 
credit. Sunday evening, several young men went forward 
to inquire of the doctor where they could get books on that 
subject. Four more names added to our list. One of the 
most pious brothers was there the Jast evening, and said he 
thought the lecture splendid. The doctor thinks he will be 
back this way in November. We hopeso. We also hope to 
see and hear Mr. Putnam in September. 

Mrs. York is accompanying the doctor on his lecture tour 
to Boston. They stopped with us while here, and were 
visited by, and visited, several of the Liberal friends, all of 
whom were very much pleased to make their acquaintance. 

If the doctor is not, as represented, ‘‘ the Ingersoll of the 
Pacific,” they certainly hav some giants over there. 

Yours for truth, CARRIE LookE. 


SroxEHAM, Mass., June 20, 1887. 

To Mrs. E. D. SrzsxEn, Dear Sister: I hav read with sor- 
row and indignation the story of your arrest. I hav also 
read your letter in Tux Truru SEEKER of June 18th. It 
seems to me you hav the right to use whatever terms you see 
fit in private and under sacred letter seal. Whatever anyone 
may think of the terms chosen, I cannot see that it is any of 
their concern. Comstock must be more than prying and im- 
pertinent 10 meddle with private letters. With the fact 
before us that a sealed envelope has no rights that he is 
bound to respect, I cannot see that you or I or anyone else 
should be obliged to pay letter postage. If suppressing vice 
is interfering with private letters, then there should be other 
men and methods used. Granted you hav gone too far, in 
what way does it affect me? The law does not compel me 
to read your letters or write to you. If it compels the letters 
to be read in open court when they are not considered fit for 
the private ear, I think it is time the court was suppressed, 
or the law or Comstock. We are nearly all of us victims to 
the law of inheritance and the curse of ignorance. I believe 
that each one should strive in their own way to understand 
this, and help others to knowledge. Knowledge of facts, 
not prayers of faith, is our salvation. 

Brother Macdonald's‘ String of Whens” was simply splen- 
did—a magnificent sermon of ages in less than half a column. 
Icouldn't help thinking of another little when—several of 
them, in fact, but this special one ran thus: When Mrs. 
Slenker wrote letters, she was childish enough to suppose she 
had as much right to private conversation with her pen as 
with her tongue; that she wag surrounded by male protect- 
ors who represented (&t election times) the dignity and man- 
liness of true government, and that a woman should be inter- 
ested in all that made the woe or bliss, the health or agony, 
of the human race. When a few more years pass away, her 
accusers will bear the same relation to moral history that 
King George and Benedict Arnold bear to the history of the 
United States. 

Take courage, sister. One with right is a majority. We 
who suffer for the sins of our ignorant ancestors will help 
the future to unstained love and an inheritance of health of 
mind and body. Sympathy is cheap, I know, but it repre- 
sents the thoughts that shall pave the way to deeds: 

Triumph and toil are twins : and aye 
Joy suus the clouds of sorrow; 
` And ’tis the martyrdom to-day 
Brings victory to-morrow. 

I almost wish you were a man, and had run away with 
someone's wife or daughter, or bad victimized some sweet 
young girl, or had grown rich by cheating or living off of the 
toil of others. The law and Comstock would hav been inno- 
cent and ignorant of your deeds. It would beso much easier 
to be rascally than honest—easier to be vice in silk and 
broadcloth than virtue in honest calico. Between you and 
me, I dowt wish any such thing. Iam glad you are a brave, 
hunauity-loving woman. It will be better for you and the 
coming generations. C. FANNIE ALLYN. 
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— Ghildren’s Garner. 


Edited by Muse Susa H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. ` 


Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 

Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


- "The Noisy Fourth. 


Once again the Fourth is glorious, 
And the youngsters are victorious, 
As they shout 
Bright and early in the morning, 
Thoughts of sleep and breakfast scorning, 
They are out, 
And the noise 
Of the boys, 
Busy hosts whom none can number, drives from 
weary eyes of slumber 
Of the morn, 
While of rest the yells bereave us, and the early 
crackers leave us 
All forlorn. 


Now farewell to peace and quiet! 
For the youngsters’ licensed riot 
Has begun, 
And the nervous must be fretting, 
From the rising to the setting 
Of the sun, 
Sturdy men 
Tremble then, 
. While the women, sorely frightened, with their 
windows closed and tightened, 
Stay at home, 
Lest the serpents should caress them and the 
bursting bombs distress them 
As they roam. 
Men and women, madly rushing, 
Panting, squeezing, jamming, pushing, 
Pack the trains, 
And the steamers, where the madding 
Crowd is resolutely adding 
To their pains, 
Wild and high, 
As they fly, 
Fiendish yells tbe youth are rising, and the bon- 
fires still are blazing 
Everywhere ; 
Crackers everywhere are popping, and the rocket 
sticks are dropping 3 
Through the air. 
—N. Y. Sun. 


————— — $-— ——— — — 
Memory Gems. 


From the Works of Thomas Paine. To be 
learned and recited by The Truth Seeker 
children. 


A right reckoning makes long friends. 
It is from our enemies that we often gain 
excellent maxims. : 


When man ceases to be, his power and his 
wants cease with him. 


Society is produced by our wants, and gov- 
ernments by our wickedness. 


Youth is the seed-time of good habits, as | 


well in nations as individuals. 


He who takes nature for his guide is not 
easily beaten out of his argument. 


Men who look upon themselvs born to 
reign, and others to obey, soon grow insolent. 


The nearer any government approaches to 
a republic, the less business there is for a 
king. 

‘Immediate, necessity makes many things 
convenient which, if continued, would grow 
into. oppressions. 


Man has no property in man; neither has 
any generation a property in the generations 
which are to follow. 


Government, like dress, is the badge of lost 
innocence; the palaces of kings are built on 
the ruins of the bowers of paradise. 


When the tongue or the pen is let loosé in 
a phrenzy of passion, it is the man and not 
the subject that becomes exhausted. 


That which may be thought right and 
found convenient in one age, may be thought 
wrong and found inconvenient in another. 


Politics and self-interest hav been so uni- 
formly connected that the world, from being 
so often deceived, has right to be suspicious 
of public characters. 


. Those who hav quitted the world, and 
those who hav not yet arrived in it, are as 
remote from each other as the utmost stretch 

* of mortal imagination can conceive. 


Ceremony, and even silence, from whatever 
motivs they may arise, hav a hurtful ten- 
dency when they giv the least degree of 
countenance to base and wicked perform- 
ances. : 

Every age and generation must be as free 
to act for itself, in all cases, as the ages and 
generations which preceded it. The vanity 
and presumption of governing beyond the 
grave isthe most ridiculous and insolent of 
all tyrannies. 


A Wonderful Remedy. - 

Any young folks who are suffering from 
the same complaint as the little prince in the 
accompanying anecdote are recommended to 
try the same medicin. It costs very little, 
and is sure to effect a cure. 

Once on a time there was a king who had 
a little boy whom he loved very much. So 
he took a great deal of pains to make him 
happy. 1 

He gave him beautiful rooms to liv in, and 
pictures and toys, and books without num- 
ber. He gave.him.a graceful, gentle pony, 
that he might ride when he pleased, and & 
a rowboat on a lovely lake, and servants to 
wait upon him wherever he went. He also 
provided teachers who were to giv him the 
knowledge of things that would make him 
good and great. 

But for all this the young prince was not 
happy. He wore a frown wherever he went, 
and was always wishing for something that 
he did not hav. 

At length one day & magician came to the 
court. He saw the scowl on the boy's face, 
and said to the king: 

“I can make your son happy and turn his 
frown into smiles. But you must pay me & 
good price for telling him the secret.” 

** All right,” said the king ; ‘‘ whatever you 
ask I will giv.” 

So the price was agreed upon and paid, and 
then the magician took the boy into a private 
room. He wrote something with a white 
substance upon a piece of white paper. Next 
he gave the boy a candle and told him to 
light it and hold it under the paper, and then 
see what he could read. Then he went 
away. 

The boy did as he had been. told, and the 
white letters on the paper turned into a beau- 
tiful blue. 

They formed these words: 

** Do a kindness to some one every day.” 


Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—REBUS. 


11.56 PM. 
4 6.PM 
11.30 PM 


Wanted. 


2.—THE BEGGING FRIAR. 


A friar of a begging order 
Came across my garden border. 
No professional alms-taker 
Ever got & cent from Baker. 
But advice I gave unstinted, 
And of several things I hinted : 
‘© Why not work and by your labor, 
Earn your living like your neighbor ? 
Why not mend at once your way, sir. 
Answer me! What do you say, sir.” 
“ To name my order is my answer,” 
‘What is that?" *'"Tis —— — ——, sir.” 
“ Then I'll decapitate, curtail you, 
For no such cunning shall avail you. 
Can I not end it by this plan, sir? 
Take this answer, —— ——- ——, sir!” 
Then he tarried not to cavil, 
But at once began to travel, 
While the dog ran barking after 
With a sort of canine laughter. 

Irwin, Ia. J. K. P. BAKER. 


3.—REBUS. 


— 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'S OORNER 
JUNE 18, 1887. 
1.-Plum-bag-o. 2.-Catastrophe. 
e 


Correspondence. 


June 5, 1887. 
Drar Miss Wixon: As I saw so many 
boys and girls writing to the Corner, I 
thought I would write a letter,too. We hav 
166 chickens and 12 turkeys. My little sister 
and I hav a little wagon. I hav à set of little 
dishes. As this is my first letter, I will close. 

Iam a little girl five years of age. 
Your little Freethinker, 
Sara EsTHER Stiog. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, JULY 2, 1887. 


A SPRINGFIELD Sunday.scliool boy caused 
a momentary sensation last week because of 
‘this speech, which he made as he tendered 
his usual contribution: ‘‘Here’s my penny. 
Father hadn't any, and mother hadn't, and so 
I took this out of the yeast cup. I was 
bound to bring one, even if we had to go 
without yeast." 


Two little boys were talking together about 
a lesson they had been receiving from their 
grandmother on the subject of Elijah’s going 
to heaven in a chariot of fire. ‘‘I say, Char- 
ley,” said George, “but would you not be 
afraid to ride on such & chariot?” ‘ Why, 
no," replied Charley, ** I should not be afraid 
if I knew that the Lord was driving!” 


LrrrLE four-year-old had heard in Sunday- 
school, for the first time, of the omnipresence 
of deity, and, like many an older head, was 
puzzled. ‘‘ But, mamma,” queried she, won- 
deringly, “is he everywhere? Is he in this 


room?” ‘Yes, my child, God is every- 
where, even in this room,” answered the 
mother. The little one’s face assumed its 


company expression as she smilingly said, 
“Take a seat, God!" She wanted him to 
feel at home. : 


A LITERARY gentleman who has just seen 
‘¢The Story Hour" for the first time writes 
of it thus: “I was so delighted with it that 
I read it entirely through, and, amid smiles 
and tears, became a boy again. The style is 
just my ideal of what reading, or rather writ- 
ing, should be for children. There is so 
much written and printed for the young at 
the present time that is simply trash and non- 
sense of a low, silly, and disgusting type that 
a perusal of * The Story ‘Hour’ is delightfully 
refreshing, and my interest was increased by 
the reference to localities with which I was 
familiar. I hope it will be the happy fortune 
of tens of thousands of our American youth 
to read so invaluable a book and thus be 
refined and elevated by the truthful stories 
contained therein.” i 


REDUCED TO $1.00. 


THE STORY HOUR. 
A Book for Children and Yonth. 
BY MISS SUSAN H. WIXON. , 

Over & hundred. fine illustrations. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 


The Heathensof the Heath. A finely 
written Radicalromance. By Wm. MoDonne 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day o 

st, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; Cloth, $1.25. s 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition. By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 
30 cents. 


All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
Miss Susan H. Wixon. “The great charm of 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with & vividness 
and perspicuity l was soaroely prepared to ex- 

ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
rom so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks.” Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. | 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. e Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children's Story-Book everissued, 66full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heavy 
toned paper, broad margins, uminated 
covers; 4t0. 224 pp., bds., $1. 


"Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Pritei0cents. For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 

e Young Folks. ] 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large: edition, and a 
second has been issued ata reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very 

much to the value of the volume. 


The Youth’s Liberal Guide. By 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M. Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims atthe education of youth in the 
principles of Freethought, at the same time 
hat it inculcates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense. ddress THE TRUTH 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 
vestigation. Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions. 
with numerous references and citations, that 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
of other propositions in the same book. Price 

^ cents. 


REPLY 
TO REV. L. A. LAMBERT'S 


"NOTES ON INGERSOLL.” 
By B. W. Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priest's 
Historical misstatements. 
Price Cloth, $1: Paper, 50 Cents. 


By Miss Susan H, Wixon. | 


THE WATCH OF THE FUTURE. 
' The new; latest improved 14 karat filled gold 
watches are the best. and most durable in the 
world for little money. Prices again reduced. 
Seven jewels, $25; 11 jewels, $27.50; 15 jewels, $30. 
Same, adjusted to heat and cold, $34. Ladies’, -7 
jeweled, $20; 11, $22; 15, #28; with ginss inside cap, 
$3 less; Louis XIV. style, $8 more; all best Ameri- 
can hunting stem-winders; open face, gold cap, 
$3 less; open screw case, $5 lesg; all cases accom- 
panied by manufacturer’s and my guarantee for 
20%years. Above movements in 3 ounce silver 
cases, $18 lerr; 4 ounce, $12 less; 5 ounce, $10.50 ; 
and 6 ounce, $9 less. All guaranteed one year and 
sent prepaid, if on line of American Express 
office or per registered mail, subject to approval, 
and cash refunded if not satisfactory. ; 
WATCH WORK 


Send me your watches to be repaired. Inclose 
$1 for cleaning; springs, $1; jewels, $1, and I will 
return in perfect order prepaid. Best spectacles 
or eyeglasses in the world, $1, prepaid in case. 
Send line finest print you can read 14 incbes from 
eyes Without glasses. OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
Rochelle, Ill. 

Agents wanted to sell my beautiful Freethought 
badge-pins and charms, and to send watch work 


Paine Vindicated| 


A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 
both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
—o— 


=The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. 


TOGETHER WITH 


A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments: attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


"Spp. Price 15 cents. . . 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


IS THE COD OF ISRAEL 
THE TRUE COD? 


The Narrativ of the Five Books of Moses, 
Joshua, and Judges, and the 
New Testament. 


By Israel W., Groh. 


Price 25 cents. Address 
. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 
OR, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
. Dedicated to the clergy ` 
: BY ' 

H. J. SEIGNEURET, 

Ra Secularist. 
. Price, eo x 5d 


Address 


10 cents. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER 
DEATH IMPROBABLE. 


By L. R. SMITH. 


Pamphlet, 82pp., 12mo, - Price, 10 cents. 


Published and for sale by . 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


ELEMENTS 


DNIVERSAL BIS TORY 


FOR 
HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS AND 
FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 


By Prof B. M. Cottinger, A.M. 


This book is just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2,000 
years B.C., on up to 1883, all in a nutshell.—Elmina 
Stenker. j 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place ; in the family it would be no 
less important, as conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan. Wixon. 

Mr. Cottinger's intentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable; it may 
be commended as fulfilling its purpose of a con- 
cise and interesting historical text-book,—Afiwau- 
kee Sentinet. 

PRICE; CLOTH, $1.50. 


For Schools in Quantities, $1.50. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


on, 
Meu of Business Who Did fomething Besides 
Making Money. A Book for Young Americans. 


BY JAMES PARTON, 


Price, - - = = - $1.25. 


Addresa THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
38 Lafayette Place, Naw York, 
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H SCOTCH rh itt ET TER ELI EEES Je Ingersoll’s Tributes . 
aoe "E Info d REDUCED IN PRICE i 
: zi 2 T : i 

The Gods, taper Modele: p ; n We hav made arrangemeuts whereby we can 


e 


** Humboldt," ** Thomas Paine,” “ Individual- offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 


ity,” and “ Heretios and Heresies,” ak : [rs soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, 1.25. iB 5 A Eod Ü ; printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 

Contents: * The Ghosts," “Liberty for Man, fue S i A : j di 

Woman, and Ohild,” “The Declaration of In- a 2 / i m nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram 

dependence," “About Farming in Illinois," = l ing. -The titl : 

‘The Grant Banquet,” “The Rey. Alexander : : MO are 


FOR 


TBITTLE. FOLKS. 


' Olark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like a 


Dream,” and '* A Tribute to Ebon O, Ingersoll.” 
Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25, 
Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. mad ur : 
What Must We Doto Be Saved? Pa- 
` per, 25 cents. cui 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah S. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 


10 cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid: Printed in 


The Vision of War, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 
The price of these heretofore has been $1.00. We 
offer them now at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; 
THE FOUR FOR FIFTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
Tom akage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
28 Lafayette P]., New York. 
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By AUNT ELMINA 


(Mns. E. D. SLENKER). 


large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
8 makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. - 
Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of. Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents; 60 
cents per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3, 
, Millions of these should be circulated. : 
Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. . .. E 
Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 
Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents. : 
Ingersoll's Leetures Complete. 
ound in one volume, To meet the demand 
for Mr, Ingersoll's works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on **Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 


pages, which is gold at the exceedingly low | 


price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 

Tributes. There hav been so many 
. applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s ‘Tribute to 
is Brother,” '"The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over. 
“Little Harry Miller’s Grave,” that ‘they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu-- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
to.any address, for 5Qots, or either one for 15ots. 
Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book is a gem. Itis a model in every re- 
‘spect. In fact, one of the richest brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides. e cel- 
ebrated ** Decoration Day.Oration," never be- 
fore published, and all the famous **tributes " 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect-: 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versations of the author. The work is designed: 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as' 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
urpose,a fine steel portrait, with atitograph 
fac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
Price,in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
-and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree: 

„calf, highest possible style and finish, $9.. 
Life. A Prose Poem. Printed in 
eolors on board, beveled gilt edges. 50 cents. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
' boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 


Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are:. 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
Showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman’s Rights 
Movement; the Temiperangs Reform; the 
„Ohurch and the Republic. M 

Bible Morais. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Seripinre Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism; In-: 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Uukindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy i Intemperance; Poverty. 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents ;_ 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 
and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
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PRICE. *9» CENTS. 


Reported for the * Truth Seeker ” by 
I. N. BAKER, 


and Printed by Permission of 
the Author, 


®HE ONLY GORREGT 


EDITION. 


ROMANISM, 


DANCER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why & Good Roman Catholic 
- Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


Prios, - z - s - 40 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE STRUGGLE 


FOR 


Religious and Political Liberty. 
By THEO, C. SPENCER, j 


Cloth, 12mo., 138pp., price 75 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE 


Fathers of Our Republic, 


Paine, Jefferson, Washington, 
Franklin. 


A LECTURE delivered before the Tenth Annua 
Congress of the American Secular Union, 
in Chickering Hall, New York 
November 13, 1886. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 


Price 15 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


W.S.BELL’S PAMPHLETS. 


The Conflict between Christianity 
and Civilization. 


PRICE, -- - + € e = 15 CENTS. 


It_is a stunner; concise, scholarly, and good.— 
M. E. Billings. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
PRICE, 15 CENTS. 

Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.--James Parton. 

Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Man,—T. B. Wakeman. 

A beautiful pamphlet of 86 pages. Itis avery 
aoe paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 

ge. 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTS. 

‘The number of heads under which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which each point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
Itake great pleasure in recommending ‘ Anti- 
Prohibition " to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self government.— 
J.J. McCabe. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 


* T am very. much pleased with it, and I wish the 
eventy thousand ministers of this country were 
oblige y to purchase the pamphlet and read every . 

wo d of it." 


Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- Price 15 cents For sale at this office 
De hi doring tho Mad Agee the dubites 
abb ath during the e Ages; The Puritan 
abbath ; ge umony of Christian Reformers, BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 
cholars,and Divines; Abrogation of Sunda, . 
Laws Price, 25 cents; six coblas, $1.00. ii New YORK: SUBJECTS * 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the stor 
of the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Choive extracts from “Common Sense,” | 
* American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper,. 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents ; 
cloth, 75 cents, . 

Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Ohristian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts, 

The Apostle of Liberty. An address: 
‘delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention, January 29, 1884. Price, 


10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


RUPTURES CUREDS 


B. Moss. 


WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


Was Jesus an Impostor? A debate between a 
Scotch novelist, Agnes Rollo Wilkie, and Arthur 
The best conducted debate of modern 
100 pp., 25 cts. 
ght. 50 
25 cts. Biblic 
Two Revelations. 
Real Blasphemy. 5 cts. 


vs. Darwin, 5 cts. 


and Happiness. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


PRICE, 6 CENTS. 


The Mirror of Free- 


The Bible and Darwinism. 
al Errors and Secular Truths. 25 
5cts. Bible Horrors; or, 


Natural Man. 5 cts. 


Bible Temperance: 


LIQUOR DRINKING 


Bible Makers. 5 cts. ioi 
Bible Saints—Nos. 1, 2, and 3. Each 5cts. Moses Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
5cts. Socrates, Buddha, and Jesus. 
. Christianity a Degrading Religion. 5 cts. ' 
Fictitious Gods. č 
The Old Faith and tbe New. 5cts. Bruno and 
| Spinoza. 5 cts. The Bible God and His Favorits. 
5 cts. Miracle-Workers. 5cts. Health, Wealth, ! 
The Brain and the Soul. 


by the Bible, 
BY E. C. WALKER. 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in "nglish or German 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. 


SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B. Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 

EXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
en pce illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of “Science in Story.") 50 cents. 


HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. " 

ANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES | (Dime Pam- 
phicts). By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: ‘Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, advocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well. By mail, 10 cents each. 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). ‘The Law 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages, cloth 
bound, $2; * Heredity,” by Loring oody, 159 

ages, cloth, 75cents; “The Law of Heredity,” by 
p H. Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
HumanTemperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr, 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; ‘Generation before Regen- 


Ne ert rtp poland Pert ah ature and the Gods. 5cts. Design and | isi i to Remsburg's “ Bible | eration,” by Dr, E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; ' Re- 
Fanne Sip ablo Toleropres given,” Sond Natural Bolection; Man and the Lower wine a còmpanión Boo conte. £ ' orts of Convention and 1 Parlor Meetings Aurine 
"cireul d in what paper imals. 6 cts. d i ? 1 
Sto Paw my advertisement. Address dpt. | Address Waits and Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., | institute of Heredity, May 29. 1880n 10 conte on 
Y. A. CoDings Smithville Jefferson Ca. N.Z, | E.O., Lon don, En: 28 Lafayette Place, New York. Address THE SEE , 
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Paetry. 


What I Know. 


I know the summer's day is sweet; 
I know that love is sweeter still, 

I know that bliss is ne’er complete, 
I know of no perpetual ill. 


+ 


I know that life has many sides, 

That some things here seem hardly meet; 
I know that baseness often rides, 

While virtue walks with weary feet. 


Yet often want and wealth, I know, 
But for each other’s mask hav stood ; 
And men, I know, where’er we go, . 
Are mostly happy when they're good. 


` [know that life, upon the whole, 
Is well worth all we hav to giv ; 
And that the grander is the goal, 
So-much the grander 'tis to liv. 


I know that death is very nigh, 
That evil shrinks before his breath ; 
That only goodness givs “ good-bye ” 
.À rainbow in the cloud of death. 
—Wilsrea B. Woollam. 
eor 
Books. 

Tne CREMATION oF THE Deap. Considered 
from an Esthetic, Sanitary, Religious, His- 
torical, Medico-Legal, and Economical 
Standpoint. By Hugo Erichsen, M.D. 
With an Introductory Note by Sir T. 
Spencer Wells, E. R. S. Detroit: D. O. 
Haynes & Co. 

This work isa thorough and convincing 
argument in favor of cremation. It would 
Seem strange that the disposal of the dead by 
a method in every way so much superior to 
burying should require more than to be men- 
tioned in order to be adopted, but the fact is 
clear enough that there is a great deal of 
prejudice against it. All possible objections 
are made, the noisiest one, of course, coming 
from the church. No reform was ever heard 
of that did not find enemies in the pulpit. 
Perhaps the silliest objection offered is that 
the incineration of the dead would so destroy 
the mortal frame as.to make resurrection of 
the body impossible on the last day. Lord 
Shaftesbury has answered this by asking 
what in that case would become of the early 
Christian martyrs who perished at the stake, 
but it is well known that a reply toa relig- 
ious argument never has the slightest effect 
upon the maker of the argument; so the res- 
urrection plea is still and will probably con- 
tinue to be urged as long as it can hav an 
effect upon the unthinking. The writer of the 
present work holds that the dissolution of the 
body is as complete by the process of gradual 
dissolution as by that of incineration, and 
that therefore the resurrection will be mirac- 
ulous in its character any way; and if this is 
so, the miracle might as well be a good one. 

The only objection to cremation worthy of 
serious treatment is that the incineration’ of 
the body destroys all evidence of crime in 
cases where there is suspicion of poisoning or 
violence. This is true, but the number of 
cases is so small and the results of exhuma- 
tion for forensic purposes are usually so un- 
satisfactory, that there is not really so much 
force in the objection as might at first be sup- 
posed. : : 

Dr. Erichsen has treated the subject from 
all the points of view indicated by the title of 
the book, and while he has devoted more 
space to the religious aspects than they are 
worthy of, perhaps he has taken the best 
course, a8 an advocate for an unpopular 
cause, to do away with the prejudice against 
cremation. l 

. The history of incineration and the illustra- 

tions of the different crematory establish- 
ments throughout the world, ancient and 

‘modern, form interesting and instructiv feat- 

ures of Dr. Erichsen's work, the price of 
which by mail is $2. 


CoruMBUs; or, a Hero of the New World. 
A Historical Play, by D. S. Preston. New 
York and London, G. P. Putnam's Sons. 
This pathetic poem, which has been highly 

praised by Lowell and Edwin Booth, tells 

how the brave explorer proved the falsity of 
the old Bible view of the flatness of the earth, 
set up by Spanish priests against his search 
for truth, and thus made possible our coun- 
try’s greatness, visions of which are brought 
in to help him disarm the mutineers who 
would hav turned his vessels back. The 
magnanimous generosity with which Queen 

Isabella offers her jewels to equip him for 

this voyage, and then vindicates his innocence 

after he has been sent home in chains, is de- 
picted with great dramatic power. Never 
has the discoverer of America been portrayed 

more nobly. F. M. H. 

* Lucifer Radical Tracts No. 5" is entitled, | 

“ Thomas Jefferson,” being a lecture by Gen. 


‘tory pamphlet contains Professor Proctor’s 


M. M. Trumbull, of Chicago. 
reading indeed. Price 6 cents. 


“ The Plague and Peril of Monopoly" is a 


lecture by the veteran reformer, Parker Pills- |- 


bury, now published in pamphlet at 15 cents 
per copy. In it Mr. Pillsbury, with vigorous 
language, sets forth his views on the domi- 
nant subject of labor and capital. Some of 
his statements are startling, though true, and 
all his advice is good. 


A series of letters on ** Humanism versus 


Theism ; or, Solipsism [Egoism]—Atheism," f 


‘addressed to “C. N.," hav been printed by 
the London Freethought Publishing Com- 
pany, 68 Fleet street, E. C. It deals with 
abstruse questions of sensation and percep- 
tion, and sells for an English sixpence, which 
in America is increased to a quarter of a 
dollar. 


The Freethinkers’ Magazine for July will be 
a Fourth of July number. It will contain 
Colonel Ingersoll’s great centennial address 
entitled, ** The Declaration of Independence,” 
also “ The Declaration of Independence ;” 
& poem entitled, ** Land of Liberty,” and an 
editorial by each of the editors on the same 
subject, besides very much other interesting 
matter. The number will be for sale at this 
office for 25 cents. 


“The God of the Bible” is a small but 
meaty pamphlet on the cruelty, inconsistency, 
and absurdity of the Jehovah of the Hebrew 
and Christian scriptures. It was written by 
a man who, up to an advanced age, had been 
a believer in the Christian religion, but whose 
own researches hav made him a pronounced 
Freethinker. His analysis of the ark story is 
one of the most thorough we hav seen. Ad- 
dress Geo. K. Donnelly, M.D., 212 North 
11th street, St. Joseph, Mo. 


Dr. Broughton, the astrologer, is going to 
issue a pamphlet entitled, ‘‘ Why I am an 
Astrologer,” the Introductory to which he 
has already printed as a sort of herald of the 
forthcoming larger work. The doctor thinks 
he has reason to believe that the planets hav 
an influence on the destinies of human beings, 
and that those who do not agree with him 
are ignorant of the subject. 'The Introduc- 


remarks on astrologers in general. Dr. 
Broughton's address is 66 West Fourth street, 
New York. 


The Esoteric Publishing Company of Bos- 
ton issues a magazine called the Esoteric, No. 
1 of which is at hand. The longest article is 
entitled, '* The Ultimate for Which We are 
Laboring," being a lecture by Hiram E. But- 
ler. It attempts to put a significance into 
the Garden of Eden story, the visions of 
John, and other things whieh we take no 
Stock in. Still, it advocates a doctrin, or 
philosophy, that contains a good many of 
the humanities. Subscription price, $1.50 
per annum; samples, 15 cents. Address the 
Esoteric Publishing Company, 478 Shawmut 
ave., Boston. 


Miss Susan H. Wixon spends the summer 
months at the seaside resort at the head of 
Buzzard's bay, on the coast of Massachusetts, 
called Onset. This is where the Spiritualists 
hold camp-mectings, but a good many other 
people go there to enjoy the climate and 
scenery. Miss Wixon is so well pleased with 
the locality that she has written a book on 
* Summer Days at Onset," in which nearly 
everything connected with that resort is de- 
scribed with a glowing and eloquent pen, 
and many interesting legends and anecdotes 
are added. The book leaves the impression 
that life at Onset is a pleasant dream. 


J. D. Shaw, editor of the Independent Pul- 
pit, has found it necessary to print & small 
pamphlet, “A Myth Exposed,” to defend 
himself against the false charge that he left 
the Methodist church because the conference 
did not make him a bishop. Mr. Shaw ex- 
plains that he quit the church because he 
had ceased to believe what it taught, and 
that the episcopacy had nothing whatever to 
do with it. He has successfully refuted and 
killed this lie, but religious lies, like those 
who tell them, generally die in the hope of a 
glorious resurrection, and no doubt the res. 
urrection of this one will come before the 
present generation has tasted death. Man 
cometh forth asa flower, and is cut down; 
he fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth 
not; but the pious falsehood is from everlast- 
ing unto everlasting. 


THE TRUTH SEFKER ANNUAL 
Price, 25 cents. : 


tiiveys | Infidel Death Beds. 


‘heading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 


-New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents, '. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


By G. W. FOOTE, 
25 cents, 
_ Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE CONFESSIONAL 


ROMISH AND ANGLICAN, 
An Exposé. 
By SALADIN. : Price, 30 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


DID JESUS CHRIST RISE FROM 
THE DEAD? — 


The Evidences for the Resurrection Tried 
and Found Wanting. 


By Saladin. 


PRICE, 25 CENTS. n 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SA TIONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future | 
Republie of North America 


BY A CAPITALIST. 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime, It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remedy, the author thinks. is in communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. 

Paper.50c; cioth $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


DR. J. L. YORE, 


The noted Western Liberal orator, started on 
his Eastern lecture tour May 1st, to speak at 
Sacramento on May 8th, at Salt Lake City, May 
15th and 22d, at Canon City, Col., May 29th, at Den- 
ver, C^l., June 5th and 12th; and at Garden City, 
Dodge City, Kan.; Ottumwa, Iowa; Chicago, IIL; 
Grand Rapids, M:ch ; Columbus, Alliance, Akron, 
Ohio; Linesville, Pittsburgh. Philadelphia, Pa.; 
New York, N. Y.; Boston, Mass.; Albany, Troy. 
Rochester, Batavia, Buffalo, N. Y.; Cleveland, O., 
and at other points on or near the line, should the 
friends desire it, and leave the latch-string out, 
&t liv and let-liv rates. E 

Don't miss a rare treat, and Freethinkers and 
Liberals desiring to arrange with the Doctor, 
please address without delay, in care of Chess 
Brothers, Garden City, Kan.; Thos. J. Truss, 
Denver, Colorado; William Lindsay, Ottumwa, 
Iowa; E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake street, 
Chicgao, Il: D. A. Blodgett, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
R. H. Ralston, Columbus, Ohio; Roman Staly, 86 
Diamond street, Pittsburgh, Pa., Geo. Longford, 
1106 Leopard st., Philadelphia, Pa.; Truth Seeker 
office, New York city; Investigator office, Boston, 
Mass.; H. L. Green, 165 Delevan av., Buffalo, N.Y ; 
N. Hexter, Cleveland, Ohio. 


ilottoes for Freethinkers 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the ** God-bless-our- 
home" placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 
board,9 inches by 221-3. The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 


Price, 


BIBLE MYTHS 


. AND THEIR 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


The object of the work 18 to point out the myths 
; with which the Old and New Testaments abound; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nationg; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. 

“Tt is unquestionably true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else so accessible as they are now made 
in the work before us,"—N. Y. Sun. ; 

1 vol. 8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.50. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


Saints and Sinners. 10 cents. . 


‘The History of Freethought. Bound 
in cloth and lettered. Price,$1.95. CONTENTS: 
Section I, Definition of Freethought and itp 
Early Struggles for Life. Section ll. Whatit 
Owes to Mohammedanism. Section ITI. Free- 
thought Martyrs.and Confessors, Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Sec” 

. tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine. 
teenth Centurv. i 


Secularism; Destruetiv and Construc- 
tiv. pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christian Evidences Criticised A 
reply to.the '*Ohristian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh. Con- 
tents : The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are prblished at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the.Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; ` 
Moral Value of the Bible; Freethought an 
Modern Progress: Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and Bible. Antagonistic ; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all o 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 2% Lafayette Place, New York. 


KERSEY GRAVES’S WORKS. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 85 cents. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thorsand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins. Price, $1.75, 


The World’s Sixteen Crucified Say- 
` iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 


gram of U. M. L. The following are the various Containing new and startling revelations in 
readings: religiong History. which disclose the oriental 
DIDI one ori; Q: e 


potrines, principies, precepts. 


and miracles of the Christian New entament, 


THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTROL and furnishing a key for ‘unlocking many. o 


tee TRE WORLD k : its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
E vc cod Pe TS EE MEE cde bistory of sixteen oriental crucified gods. 

slate; awe ee peat eee ee ee secant s Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

: FREE THOUGHT WILL GIV U8 TRUTH. 


-—] SOCIAL WEALTH, 
: | The Sola Factors and Exact Ratios in Its 
as Acquirement and Apportionment. 

: | Price, Cloth, $1.00, 


: Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
: 28 Lafayette Place, New York, 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT 0. ADAMS. 
Oloth, $1 25. For Sale at this Office. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


E A double-page picture contrasting science and 
ORLD IS MY COUNTRY; : d 
: TS 10 OB MY SELIGIONE : | theology, showing how the one has labored for 
8 is Mush ede se vated ge vawsas NEEN Daae SAREE eue ....: |human advancement, and how the other has 
The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. always opposed it. l 
For Freethought societies there is a large card | , Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 centa 


22 x 15inches, printed in colors, with an engraved twenty-five copies fo Tels dme hundred copies for 


distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


THE SCHOOL-HOUSE IS MY CATHEDRAL 


THE TIME TO BE HAPPY IS NOW, : 
AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE. : 


NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies, Price, 80 
cents, Anyof these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J, Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; Jos. Burgher and 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. F. L. Browne, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
HISTORY praatte Getter of need enpensi 
s Geta Bee ae pede an mate TL 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT | monthe. s conte for thre months 
Of Europe. 


Practical Experience with Poultry.. 


By Gro. M. Davenport, This is a little book— 
& pamphlet of 82 well-filled pages, costing only 
“a quarter,” but as full of meat as an egg. Itis 
well called “ practical,” for we find nothin 
practical init, Hens, ducks, ee and turkey! 
ed particularly discussed and their “economical 

ree 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $8 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
and keeping treatedof. There are many 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 


D. B. R E Y N OL D S. scale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition to 


85 Cents Each. i | the poultry literature of the day. 


TRUTH SEEKER Office, 
Address TEE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 28 Lafayette Place, New York.. 


+ 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 
CALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
f CANADA. . 
W..B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 2 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
. COLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
IDAHO. 
‘A. Erwin, Murray. 
is : ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 802 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlirigton. 


B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). 
: MASSACHUSETTS, 

Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MIOHIGAN. 

A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 

8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 

Chas. Sach, 188 S. Division St., Grand Rapids. 

Swan & Co.. 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 

l MISSOURI. : 

Phillip Roeder, 322 Olive at., 8t. Louis. 

E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 

Lang & Co., 709 Olive st., St. Louis. 
NEBRASKA. 

Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. 

Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 

Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st.. Brooklyn. 

Henry Adler, cor. Essex and Grand streets. 


OHIO. 
N. Hexter, 808 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
` PENNSYLVANIA. 


‘Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila. 


George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
|. TENNEBBEE. 
Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
f TEXAS. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 
UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 


ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


Robt. G. Ingersoll’s 


OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 


in the guit of the 
Bankers and Merchants’ 
graph Company 
^ against the 


Tele- 


Western Union Telegraph Company 


So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that THE TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who. desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


YRY-SQUARE, 
OR, 


The Church of Praetieal Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. : 


For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


S. P. Putnam’s Works 


The Problem of the Universe, and 


Its Scientific Solution, with some Oriticisms o 
Universology.. Price, 20 cta. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a Nèw Ameri 
ean Story. Price, cloth, $1.00: paper, 50 cts. 
** A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day."—John 
Swinton’s Paper. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein iti 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. ; 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to mo, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Dr. HENRY W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance. of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell.’ Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 


other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 


Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 
version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
copy =the Genesis legend—is shown. ` Price 10 
cents, ; à 

For all of the above address . 
"THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
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(RAND, UPRIGHT 


Unrivaled in Tone, | 


Cor. 87th St. 
Col. Kelso’s Works. 


an examination in verse of the charges. gener- 
ally brought against his Satanic majesty. 
12mo,466pp., £1.50. . 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 
‘ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 


OLD 
BOOKS! 
HOW TO STRENCTHEN 

` THE MEMORY; 


Natural and Scientific Methods of 


12mo, 160 pp, - - - -- 
` Address 


SS] 


—— 


c——3 
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oa 


PAND SQUARE. 


Touch and Workmanship. 


€2? 
QN 


O ‘Third SS York. 
The Public Schools 


Factory & WAREROOMS, 


O, Iss 


The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- AND THE ; 
ar em Torio wüsurpassed." — 8vo., 885PP. Catholic Church. 
Deity Analyzed and the Devil's Do- i —0— 
fense. A thorough analysis of the By L. K. Washburr. 
claims for the existence of the Bible deity, and oo ee 


“I could pronounce no benediction upon Ro 
manism. It hes done mischief enough to deserve 
transportation for life. I regard Roman Chri- 
tianity as the worst form of tyranny. It com- 
mands the arm to work and the brain tə die; it 
feeds faith and starves thought; it loves ogp-es- 
sion and hates liberty. It has given falsehood a 
crown and truth a scaffold." 


PRICE, 5 CENTS. 
Addrese THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayet e Tiac ` New York. 


Catalogue of Old, Rare, and Second- 
hand ftandard books sent free. 
JORDAN BROS., 45 North 9th, St., 
18417 Philadelphia, Pa. 


By M. L. HOLBROOK, M.D. . 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 


Secretary of the American Secular Union. 


oR, Price 10 cents. 


Address Taz TRUTH SrEkER COMPANY. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Thouzb 
anonymous; itis now known to be the work of W. 
H. Buzz, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cenis. 
For sale at this office. 


Never Forgetting. 


$1.00 


THE TRUTH SEEKERBR CO., 
98 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


ruth Seeker Annual 


reethinkens: Almanac, | 
1887. 


(E. M. 287.) 


4UITB + ILLOSTRATIONS. + 


COITTZXITTZ. 


: Calendar for 1887, - 5 - - - . 
Freethought in the United States, 1886, - 
Liberty. 
The Coming Dawn. By D. Louis Bodge, 
Freethought Abroad, - - - -= - 


Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the 
States and Territories of the United States, 
The Right to Testify. By F. M, Holland, - 


The American Secular Union. By Samuel P. 
Putnam, - - : - ʻ i à - " 


The Parson. A Story. By Si Slokum, 


Address by Grover Cleveland, 


-—e 


NEW YORK: 


PRICE, 25 CENTS. 
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PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rate 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write. 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Ear] 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wm. HENRY 
Burr. Price,25 cents. For sale at this office, 


i 


roa MY 


*SHOPPEL/S MODERN HOUSES” No. 3, 
(Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: ` 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. P 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply. all the neccessary pieces for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for putting them together. 

While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. Itis, in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our ` 
most popular designs, go exact that itis useful to 
builders, ^ 

55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000). 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1 New Design for a Chapel. f 
. Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 

(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Oistern. 

An Article on Villa Park Associations. 
BENT, PosTPAID, ON REOEIPT OF PRIOE, $1. 
Address 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASS0'N. 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. , 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Antl-Bibll. 
cal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


“The Author-Hero of the Revolution." 
Price, Single Copies, 25 cents. Six copies for 


UU. 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 
ration." 


Price, 35 cents. 


For either of these works, or any of Paine's 
writings, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


VOLTAIRES ROMANCES 


OONTENTS : 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.— Zadig 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist. —The Princes, 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowns. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegag.— 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the White 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a.Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—Àn Adventure in India, 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages; laid paper. With 6% 

engravings. Price, cloth, beveled boards, $8.00. 
calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE DAWNING. 


A NOVEL. 


* Oh, heaven! Apollo is once more among the 
herdsmen of Admetus, and the herdsmen know 
not it is the Sun-god !" 


An octavo volume of nearly 400 pages, bound in 
cloth. Price, $1.50. ] 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Co. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 
From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION. 
Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


WORKS OF O. B. WHITFORD, M.D, 
Sta MENU NE Td ae M ER ORE ESSE 


Christianity a Reward for Crim». 
Authenticated by the Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 29 pages, - - - 10c. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 
Paper, 12mo, 47 pages, - - - tbe 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 25c. 


A Masonie Vindieation of Right. 
A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 36 pages, - - -~ - Io 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

98 Lafayette Pl. New York. 
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Hews of the Week. |THE ORDER OF CREATION, | mE EE mre] Oams of Thought. 
A Discussion Between stone. By Albert Reville, D.D. z 


Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, 
Linton, Reville, : 
On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
OONTENTS: : | 
I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. ‘By Hon. : 
W. E. Gladstone. 
II. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 
preters of Nature. By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 
III. Postscript to Solar Myths. By Prof. Max 
uller. 


A PREACHER and hymn-singer named 
Dwight’ was arrested in this city last week | 
while conducting religious services at thej 
Florence street mission. He had embezzled 
money and spent it on drink and riotous liv- 
: ing. Dwight.is from Boston. 


Orto, king of Bavaria, 
has been officially de- 
clared to be insane. 

Tue Rev. Thomas P. 
Miller, Methodist,of Phil- 
adelphia, is under arrest 
for procuring an abortion. 


Hd 


HER 
Rh 


THE mayor of Cork, 
Ireland, hoisted a black 
flag on the queen’s jubilee 
day, and the authorities 
hav suspended him. 


A FIRE in the stock-yards 
of the Chicago Packing 
and Provision Company 
last Sunday caused a loss 
of $1,250,000, and: 600 
hogs were burnt. 


An ex-alderman and 
distinguished citizen of 
Racine, Wis., has bought 
$50 worth of fireworks 
and invited 150 persons 
‘to help him celebrate the 
anniversary of his wife’s 
death. He is supposed 
to be insane. 


THE court having de- 
cided that hotels may sell 
liquor to, guests with 
their meals on Sunday, it 
is now only necessary in 
many places in this city 
to buy a sandwich or a 
pretzel in order to evade 
the law. In other places 
it isn't necessary to buy 
anything but the drink. 


Tux Sharp trial has been going on for a 
fortnight. The evidence so far is considered 
damaging to the defendant. 


Farger Denr, of Little Valley, N. Y., is 
under indictment for writing letters charging 
a brother priest with gross immorality. 

Tu Rev. John T. Maxwell, Methodist, of 
Irondale, Ala., on the 22d inst. shot and 
killed a man whom he accused of having 
assaulted Mrs. Maxwell. 

Miss Grao Howazp, daughter of Joseph 
Howard, Jr., the journalist, has gone to Crow 
Creek, Dak., with a collection of $2,000 to 
build a schoolhouse for the Indians. 


Tar question who shall be Beecher's suc- 
cessor in Plymouth church remains unsettled. 
The names of Mr. Stowe, his nephew, and of 
Mr. Scoville, his son-in-law, are mentioned. 

Joun Pryor, aged 18, is a negro painfully 
deformed and near-sighted, but he carried off 
the honors at Grammar School 26, in this 
city, last week, and received the gold medal 
of the valedictorian. . 

Tur Fidelity bank of Cincinnati, O., has 
failed. Appearances indicate that the bank's 
Officers stole all its money. The liabilities 
reach high into the millions. New -York 
banks lose $700,000 by the failure. 

Cart. JAok Hussey, who used to work as 
"longshoreman around the New York docks, 
and who had rescued about forty people from 
drowning, was shot a few wecks ago by a 
drunken policeman, and died on the 21st. 
‘He was an Irishman and a man of remark- 
able strength and courage. 

Tue jury in the case of Cora Lee, on trial at 
Springfield, Ill., charged with the murder of 
Sarah Graham, has been discharged, having 


ABRAHAM BRINGETH 


Then again Abraham took a wife, and her 


Quid and End. 


Woman may be a puzzle, but man is not willing 
to giv her up. 


New Yonx's Sunday relations with water nowa 
days are not as strained as they were. 


Some of the profits made by Jay Gould last year 
| 


are quite abead of anything mentioned in sacred 
history. 

IT is said that a department is to be established 
in the public schools in New Jersey which will be 
devoted to teaching the young idea of that 
foreign country not to blow out the gas. 


PonTLAND, Me., has a bank cashier who has 
been in one bank fifty-three straight years. Peo- 
ple who ask why he hasn't made a grab and run 
away are informed that the money in that bank is 
counted every night. 


“ Pa,” said little Jimmie, ** I was very near going 
to the head of my class to-day." ‘‘ How is that 
my son?” ' Why, a big word came all the way 
down to me, and if I only could hav spelled it I 
should hav gone clear up.” 


* Dip you see my picture in the paper, to-day 
dear?" inquired a young merchant who had jus, 
been made a town-councillor. ‘ Yes, I did—and— 
and"— Here his wife burst into tears. * Why, 
what'sthe matter? Why does it make you cry ?" 
“ Why, Jack, I'm so disappointed. If Ihad known 
you looked like that I'd never hav married you." 


“ Gaze upon that pure, beautiful evening star, 
and swear to be true while its light shall shine! 
Swear, my love! Swear by Venus!” exclaimed a 
youth in impassioned accents. ‘‘How stupid you 
are !” answered the Girton girl. ** That is not 
Venus. The right ascension of Venus this month 
is 15h. 9m.; her declination is 17 degrees, 25 min- 
utes South, and her diameter is 10.2.” 

HOW SHE MIGHT PRAY. 

A California woman who had $30,000 up as mar- 
gins on stocks went to her pastor and asked : 

* Do you think it would be wrong for me to pray 
for stocks to go up?” 

“ Certainly I do,” was his reply. 


failed to agree. Cora Lee lived with Gra-| «Well, what shall I do?” 
ham, a notorious revivalist, as his wife.| ‘You might pray that they shouldn't go down, 
ma'am.” 


Graham’s legal wife lived with him at the 
same time, and both women assisted him as 
evangelists. 

A sHORT time ago the Rev. Richard C. 
Stivers was shot and killed at Grenada, 
Tenn., by a parishioner named Towler. The 
cause of the shooting was a mystery until 
lately it has transpired that Stivers entered 
the room of Mrs. Towler while she was asleep 
and alone, and pulled the clothes off her bed. 
She screamed and he fled. When Towler 


Durine the course of a sermon in a Dakota town 
last Suuday a harsh creaking was heard to pro- 
ceed from under the church. After some time a 
movement was felt in the building and several 
members of the congregation started out, fearing 
that an earthquake was coming. “ Friends," said 
the minister, as he stopped his sermon and leaned 
over the pulpit, ‘pray be seated; there is no 
danger.” '*Butthe church is moving and there's 
something wrong,” replied a lady who was very 
much agitated. “Oh, that's all right, Sister 
Brown. You see, there are some workmen under 
the building with jack-screws, and now they hav 

learned of the fact he sought out the clergy- | hitched onto the back end with ten yoke of oxen 

man, who met him with a drawn pistol. In and are snaking the edifice over onto a back 
- the shooting which followed the Rev. Mr. | street. In the morning, God willing, work will ; 


: : commence on this lot on the finest opera house 
Stivers was fatally wounded, but before he' west of Chicago. I tell you, the boom in this town 


died he exonerated Towler from all blame. is only just nicely started.” i 


VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. By Prof. T. H. 
Huxley. A 
vH. A Protest anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
n 


This is a new book and contains the latest discus- 
sion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of the 
participants are a guarantee of its able character. 

Price, paper, 59 cents; cloth; 75 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl.,New York . 
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HOME A NEW WIFE. 


n&me was Keturah —Gen. xxv, 1. 


All gods and religions hav been based upon the 
great untruth of supernaturalism ; all hav been 
composed largely of the same gross falsehoode, 
and lav been inimical to the human race; allhav | 
| fallen short in affording to man the truths he 

needed; all produced darkness instead of light; 
| all proved an incubus instead of an aid; all aug- 

mented the evils of ignorance instead of increas- 
| ing kuowledge.—D. M. Bennett, A j 

PrRsonaL relations con- 
stitute the prior conditions 
and the very matter itself 
of morality, and in their 
absence it has no room to 
be. An absolutely solitary 
individual, if invested with. 
power of various action 
and disposition, might af- 
fect himself for better or 
worse by what he did, but 
would be subject to no ob- 
ligation and incur no guilt, 
The harm he occasioned 
would be a blunder, and not 
asin. The good which ha 
earned would prove his 
wisdom, not his virtue.— 
Dr. James Martineau, 


“Let me send for a 
clergyman,” said Hermione 
to her dying husband. His 
calm face looked into hers 
steadily, but with inexpres- 
sible’ tenderness. ‘ Belief 
in the creed founded ona 
lie and maintained by craft 
and cruelty? Where the 
fiction of a god-man, be- 
cause of God’s love for the 
earth, is made the weapon 
which destroys human hap- 
piness andlove. No! Iam 
what I hav been, dear wife, 
an  Agnostio—k nowing 
nothing, and refusing to 

affirm what I cannot prove.” 
“But when we die, Rich- 
ard!” “We go into the 
light of knowledge or into 
the darkness of annihila- 
tion,” he answered calmly. 
“It must be one or the 
other, and the laws of the 
universe will not be altered 
because one man believes in 
immortality and another is 
content with doubt."—Un- 
Qer Which Lora? by Mrs. E. 
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A PROVIDENTIAL CORPORATION. 


South-Sea Islander : ** So you came out here to’ 
save me?” ` 
- Missionary : “ Yes.” 

South-Sea Islander : “ And if you had not come 
I could not hav been saved ?” ' 

Missionary : “ No." 

South-Sea Islander : “* What a lucky thing it was 
for me that the Pacific Mail Steamship Company 
was organized." 


A TEACHER was endeavoring to find out the 
proficiency of her little friendsin mental arith- 
metic, and took the following method of ascertain- 
ing what she desired to know: ' Now, children,” 
she said, * suppose I-hav two squash pies, and di- 
vide one of them in ten pieces and the other into 
100 pieces, which would you rather hav, a piece of 
the pie that was divided into ten pieces or of that 
cut into 100 pieces ?" There was an absolute hush 
for a moment, and then a little. girl answered. 
timidly: ‘‘One of the 100 pieces!" ‘Why so?’ 
t Well, please, ma’am, I don't like squash pie,” 


AT a Friday evening prayer-meeting in a fash- 
ionable uptown church recently the brethren ob- 
served that astranger was among them. He was 
a tall, lank, sorrowful looking man with large feet 
and a three days’ growth of beard. After the 
opening exercises the pastor requested any who 
might feel so disposed to rise and state their ex- 
periences for the benefit of their fellow-sinners. 
The stranger immediately sprang to his feet and. 
began as follows: “I feel that it is good to be 
here to-night.” (‘‘Amen,” from several of the 
brethren.) ‘‘ As Ilook around me I find it difficult 
to analyze the emotions with which I am filled. 
You are all strangers to me, yet I feel as though I 
had known you for years. I am surrounded by 
an atmosphere of congeniality. I believe that I 
may speak freely and frankly, and that I need 
hav no hesitation in saying to you all that I long 
to say.” (“Go on—go on!” from an enthusiastic 
deacon.) “Thank you, brother, I t4 go on. I 
am introducing a work in this neighborhood 
which is certain to find a ready sale as soon as its 
merits are understood—a work which every one 
of the intelligent men and women to whom I am 
speaking to-night ought to possess. Its price is 
nominal, being but twenty-five cents per copy, 
and it will be completed in fifty parts. The work 
to which I refer, my dear brethren and sisters, 
is——" There was a brief intermission, during 
which the stranger made & hasty and somewhat 
ungracefulexit, assisted by the janitor. Then a 
hymn wassung,and the assembled throng soon 
forgot the sad.eyed man, who stood outside gaz- 
ing pensivly at the silent. stars and murmuring: 
“It was a daisy scheme, and blame me if I can see 
why it didn't work." 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 
A coMPEND OF THE NazURAL Laws or IN- 
DUSTRIAL PRODUCTION AND l 
. EXOHANGE. : 
By J. K. INGALLS, author of ** Social Wealth.” 


Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Lynn Linton, 


A BONG, 
Fold white arms about me, 
Cling, sweet lips, to mine; 
Sweetest sweet, without thee, 
I but waste and pine. 
Lean, dear face, above me, 
Soft hands, hold mine close ; 
Let me look and love thee, 
Oh. my very Rose! 
Comfort me with kisses 
That your soul comes through ; 
Let the old dead blisses 
Breathe and burn anew. 


O my sweet one, sweetest ! 

Love of loves supreme ! 

This has been the fleetest, 
Dearest, maddest dream. 

—Philip Bourke Marsten. 

THE choice lay before me between dereliction 
of & supreme duty and loss of eyesight. In such 
a case I could not listen to the physician, not if 
Æsculapius himself had spoken from his sanc- 
tuary; I could not but obey that inward monitor, 
Iknow not what, that spoke to me from heaven. 
I considered with myself that mauy had purchased 
less good with worse ill, as they who gave their 
lives to reap only glory, aud I tbereupon con- 
cluded to employ the little remaining eyesight I 
was to enjoy in doing this, the greatest service to 
the common weal it was in my power to render.— 

Milton. ? 


Is it; Oman, with such discordant noises, 
` With such accursed noises as these 
Thou drownest nature’s sweet and kindly voices, 
And jarrest the celestial harmonies? 
Were half the power that fills the world with 
terror, b 
Were half the wealth bestowed on camps and 
courts : 
Given to redeem the human mind from error, 
There were no need of arsenals or forts, 


The warrior's name would be a name abhorred, 
And every nation that should lift again 
Its hand against a brother, on its forehead 
Would wear forever the curse of Cain. 
—Longfeliow's Arsenal at Springfield, 
THosz hymns which are most immortal in the 
hymn-books are often those which the churches 
borrowed from poets whom they left outside. 
Who wrote “ While thee I seek, protecting power ” 
—ihat perfect utterance of the last triumph of 
religious trust? Helen Maria Williams, the friend 
and imitator of Mary Wollstoncraft. You will 
still find her branded as a heretic in the biograph- 
ical dictionaries. Who wrote " Nearer, my God, 
to thee?" It was Sarah Flower Adams, the friend 
and disciple of W. J. Fox. In her lifetime she 
would hav been disowned by the very churches 
which now cannot draw near to God without bor- 
rowing her wings to fly with.—7. W. Higginson. 
Jesus had defects and imperfections like all 
other men, and it is but simple justice to him and 
all other men ‘that these defects should be dis- 
passionately pointed out ‘so that mankind may 
know the truth and be free—free from the thral- 
dom of ancient superstition, free from the absurd 
idea that Jesus was a perfect man. He was a 
simple Jewish enthusiast and religious reformer 
foolishly supposing himself the Messiah, thereby 
coming to an untimely death.—W, E. Coleman, 
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AND INSTINCT IN THE BRUTE. 


pS Shs, Ep ea > > (Watson Heston ^). 


* Religion! but for thee, prolific fiend, who peoplest earth with demons, hell with men, and heaven with slaves !—Shelley. 


lotes and Glippings. 


On the queen’s jubilee day Mayor Hewitt 
caused the American flag to be hoisted on 
the City Hall, and spoke at a meeting in 
honor of Victoria. He has also vetoed the 
aldermanic ordinance permitting fireworks on 
the Fourth. For these acts he is accused of 
a lack of patriotism. 


Tux Chinese census of 1875 gave the popu- 
lation of the empire at 435,000,000. Among 
no people with any degree of civilization is 
the birth-rate so high as in China, and, 
although the death-rate in the densely 
crowded districts is very great, there is every 
reason to presume, says the San Francisco 
Chronicle, that there are now 450,000,000 
people in China. These figures represent 
more than one-third of the population of the 
globe. It is a greater population than that of 
all Europe, and three times the number of 
people on the Western continent. 


W. H. Borr writes to the New York Sun 
concerning the Episcopalians and the Fourth 
of July: '* After the inauguration of Jeffer- 
son there was a revival of the celebration of 
the Fourth of July. For some years the an- 
niversary had not been observed in Phila- 
delphis, and in 1790 the feelings of patriotic 
Americans were outraged by the ringing of 
the bell of the Episcopal church on the fourth 
of June in honor of the birthday of George III. 
But in 1801 there was a grand celebration of 
the Fourth of July by the Republicans. And 
though the charter of the aforesaid Episcopal 
church required its incorporators to furnish a 
round of bells from sunrise to sunset on the 


national anniversary, no sound was heard 
from its steeple until twelve o’clock, when an 
order came from the governor to ring that 
bell.” 


Ir is said that a great proportion of the 
wine drunk by Americans is manufactured 
from cider, mixed with acids and coloring 
materials; while much of the wine made 
from grapes is sent to Europe and brought 
back as imported wine, decorated with fancy 
labels and sold at fancy prices. 


Lo BzNauLA, king of a South African 
tribe, does not accept unqualifiedly the doc- 
trins of Christianity., A correspondent re- 
lates that one day a missionary was preach- 
ing to a large crowd, among whom the king 
was an attentiv listener. The white man 
remarked that all men were alike in the 
sight of God, who would listen as readily to 
the petition of the humblest man as to that of 
the greatest king. ‘‘ That's a lie!” shouted 
the king at the top of his voice. Everything 
the king says is echoed by his loyal subjects, 
so everybody shouted, ‘‘ That’s a lie!” The 
missionary found it necessary to change the 
subject of his discourse. 


Tur absurd extremes to which aristocratic 
ideas often go in Europe are well illustrated 
in the case of Princess Henrietta, of Schles- 
wig-Holstein, etc. She married Professor 
Esmark, one of Germany's greatest surgeons, 
and was henceforth snubbed and avoided by 
her family. And now the services of Esmark 
are wanted in regard to the illness of the 
crown prince, and the haughty family of the 
Princess Henrietta hav changed their de- 
meanor, and hav begun to show a marked 
cordiality toward the wife of the great scien- 


tist. The physical condition of the aristoc- 
racy of Europe is such that the haughty 
descendants of blood as impure.as it is blue 
cannot afford to snub the medical profession. 
Modern science wields a scepter before which 
the heads of kings must bow.— World. 


ForrowiNa is the constitutional amendment 
to be voted on in Texas in August: ‘* The 
manufacture, sale, and exchange of intoxi- 
cating liquors, except for medical, mechani. 
cal, sacramental, and scientific purposes, is 
hereby prohibited in the state of Texas. The 
legislature shall at the first session held after 
the adoption of this amendment, enact neces- 
sary laws to put this provision into effect.” 
The adoption of this amendment will, no 
doubt, lead to an unprecedented demand for 
alcoholic liquors for other use than as a bev- 
erage, and the words medical, mechanical, 
sacramental, and scientific are liable to some- 
what strained definitions. 


Ir would be a curious piece of history that 
would record the manner of raising the vast 
sum of money involved in church-building. 
Yesterday we were in the court room one 
hour and thirty minutes and in that time two 
beggars, one for a church at Hollis and 
another for the Home of the Friendless at 
Leavenworth, importuned the county officers. 
The latter was a lady and they, of course, 
came down gracefully, but the former was & 
red-faced, licentious-looking individual, and 
some of the officials wouldn't consent to 
being bled, and one of those was told in our 
presence and hearing that, he might want 
some political support from his section some 
time, which he would not get if he did not 
giv to the church fund.” We hav often been 
told by officials drawing good salaries that 


they are bled, and bled, and bled by those 

eggars, and that it takes a considerable por- 
tion of their salaries to appease them. We 
heard one officer name over $150 that he had 
given to these beggars in the last year.— 
Kansas Blade, 


Dr. MoGzrxxN has finally said publicly that 
he will not go to Rome. ‘‘In the good old 
days of Galileo,” he says, ‘‘ they could take a 
layman to Rome in chains for what they 
think I am guilty of. The Roman authorities 
will ultimately learn by bitter experience 
their. own spiritual business at home and 
to interfere less with politics iu Ireland, 
America, and other countries. Few know, 
as I do, the merciless and obstinate consist- 
ency of the Roman ecclesiastical machine in 
sticking to errors of policy and politics when 
they are in the interest and ambition of tem- 
poral power. I am not so foolish or pre- 
sumptuous as to suppose that arguments can 
diminish the stupidity, enlighten the gross 
ignorance, or bend the obstinacy of that 
relentless machine. The Roman machine is 
anxious to hav an accredited embassador at 
Washington, who would be in the Italian 
ring, and his presence would be a fruitful 
source of corruption and enslavement to the 
Catholic church of this country. The policy 
of the church now is to toady to the proud 


‘and wealthy, and kick the lowly in the 


mouth. At Rome they are laughing in their 
sleeves to us for our excessiv submissivness 
to their power and for our excessiv generosity 
in contributing the Peter’s pence to the sup- 
port of the whole army of lackeys and flun- 
kies, both lay and clerical, who surround the 
pope with a barbaric pomp scarcely equaled 
by that of any imperial despotic court.” 
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Communications. 


Tales Told Out of School. 


THE REMEDY FOR THIS WIDESPREAD DEFECTION. 


T PHILADELPHIA, 18th of Sixth Month, 1887. 

Frisnp MAODONALD : I send thee another and the last in- 
stalment of Dr. Jones's report, for Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 

Debby bids me giv thy workmen a word of praise for the 
accuracy with which they hav printed the parts already pub- 
lished. When she undertook the big job of transcribing the 
document she felt in honor bound to hav it printed as it was 
written, so that no injustice would be done to the author. 
She thinks that when Friend Jones reads over the report in 
print, and remembers how hard it must hav been for her to 
decipher his chirography, and make a fair copy for the 
printer, he will be pleased with the performance of her part 
of the work, although she strongly suspects that he will 
grate His teeth a little at the way you hav told tales out of 
School, 

Respectfully thy friend and the friend of TuE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Amos TOWNSEND. 

After giving you a bird's-eye view of the real situa- 
tion of things as it appears to me, I approach the 
most important part of my report, to wit: The means 
we must resort to in order to restore to the church 

"her former prestige and power, only remnants of 
which are now visible. History teaches us that in 
the fifth century of the Christian era, while the 
church had converted the mass of pagans to Chris- 
tianity, paganism had converted Christianity by in. 
troducing into its belief and practice pagan doctrins 
and modes of worship, though under Christian names 
and with Christian permission. Shall we make such 
a compromise as this with Infidelity, and attempt the 
impossible feat of mingling oil and fire with water? 
or shall we fall back in our contention to the ground 
our fathers occupied in the day of their glorious 
achjevements—the gospel of Jesus Christ, the whole 
gospel, and nothing but the gospel? Shall we listen 
or shall we turn a deaf ear to the sirens who would 
lure our ship upon the rocks and wreck the hopes of 
the world by mixing up with the sincere milk of the 
word these poisonous adulterations of science, falsely 
so called, that please the taste of the people, but es- 
sentially damage their souls? In our warfare with 
Infidelity, what agencies hav we? In the first place, 
we hav Moody and Sankey, both of them extremely 
illiterate men and of no education either in literature 
or theology; Joseph Cook, setting himself up as a 
scientific expounder of religion to the common run of 
New England preachers, who retail in their sermons 
what he givs them in his weekly lectures, but pro- 
nounced by German scholars to be a conceited 
bungler in handling the very tools he is ambitious to 
use; Sam Jones and Sam Small, and the class of 
preachers who ape their methods in the pulpit ; a lot 
of shrieking women-preachers and a large handful of 
women reformers, so called, who, being debarred 
from the pulpit by most self-respecting denomina- 
tions, are determined to make themselvs heard as 
public teachers on the platforms of voluntary asso- 
ciations. As respectfully as they can, all these push 
aside the regular ministry and make the impression 
upon the public mind that the clergy hav become 
more or less useless in the plan of salvation, and 
should go into innocuous desuetude or otium cum 
dignitate. The tribe of revivalists, of which those 
above mentioned are the most conspicuous, hav met 
with great success in saving souls, according to their 
own showing. But as a merchant cannot tell 
whether he is making money, or is even solvent or 
not, till he takes an account of stock and compares 
his income with his outgo, so, in contemplating these 
emotional religious effervescences, we must estimate 
their value by looking at the general, and not the par- 
ticular, local results. There is a striking resemblance 
between the cause of the church and that of the Pro- 
hibitionists. Thousands of money are constantly used 
to get up meetings, to publish papers, and to send 
out lecturers for advancing the cause of total absti- 
nence, and it looks to some sanguin and superficial ob- 
servers as if the whole nation was about to be con- 
-verted to the Prohibition policy. But when we ex- 
amin the official documents of the states and general 
government, we find that, with all this outlay of 
money and moral effort, there is more liquor made 
and consumed every year than there was the year 
before; so that while we see bright spots here and 
there on the map of the country indicating local 
progress, all the rest is dark and drunken, proving 
that the Prohibitionists, as practical reformers, with 
all their honest zeal, are not on the right track, and 
therefore must inevitably fail to accomplish their 
benevolent purposes. 

It is precisely so with the revivalists. To hear 
their boastings the gullible would suppose that the 
kingdom of heaven was at hand, and that Satan's 
kingdom was tottering to its fall. It reminds me 
of the excitement produced all over this country by 
the labors of the missionary Gützlaff in China, who 
made us believe that the hundreds of millions of the 
Chinese empire would be soon converted to God. 
But the zeal of the missionary soon cooled when he 
saw what uphill work it was to convert a Chinaman, 
and after having mastered the language he accepted 
the post of interpreter on board of an English opium 


ship at a large salary, and devoted his abilities to the 


ruination of the Chinamen’s bodies, since he made 
such slow work at saving their souls. The agents and 
secretaries. whose functions are to collect and dis- 
burse funds, point to the immense amount of money 
raised every year for church extension purposes, and 
if the religious income from this vast expenditure at 
all corresponded with the outlay, there would be 
ground for rejoicing. But that such is not the case 
we hav only to look at the statistics, which, it has 
been charged by the secular press, hav been “ doc- 
tored,” as they call it, by the officers who make their 
living by handling the money. The church, in all its 
denominations except the Catholics, so far from mak- 
ing an advance corresponding with the population, is, 
and has been for years, losing ground. The Catholics 
themselvs admit that of the foreign immigration 
thousands of their faith who leave Europe never re- 
port themselvs to the church in this country, but are 
lost in our population. The fact is so glaring and 
80 pregnant with results that the priesthood compel 
the people to erect church schools 80 as to segregate 
the Catholic children and avoid a ruinous contact 
with American children in school and on the street. 
There is lamentation all over the land among Prot- 
estants that the number of pious and educated young 
men who enter the ministry of the gospel as a voca- 


tion, and are qualified by talents for the positions. 


they seek, is by no means in proportion to our needs. 
Hundreds of churches in our own denomination are 
vacant, while crowds of unemployed ministers ‘are 
going about in search of settlements but not finding 
them. When the settled pastor of a wealthy church 
dies it would be amusing, if it were not so bad a 
sign, to see the numbers who offer themselvs on trial 
as candidates for the vacant pulpit, and how many 
are turned away as having no qualifications for the 
lace. 

All these things are signboards pointing unerringly 
to the anomalous fact that with all the amazing 
wealth of the church, and the generosity of her mem- 
bers in contributing to propagandist enterprises of 
all kinds, she reaps no such rich harvest of souls as 
we might expect from such sowing. Our home mis- 
sionaries in the West, numerous as they are, and very 
expensiv, seem to make little impression on the pub- 
lic mind. The Infidels, although unorganized, and 
in advancing their cause not spending one dollar to a 
hundred thousand of church expenditure, giv infinit 
trouble to the missionaries and pastors, who complain 
that Infidelity springs up all around them like mush. 
rooms after a wet night. The very atraosphere itself 
seems laden withits miasmatic influence. I heard in 
New York, from a Western brother, of the case of a 
very intelligent and excellent young man of family 
who was an elder of the cbureh in the East, but who, 
after migrating to the West, became a thorough Infi- 
del. The seeds had been sown in his heart in the 
East by his having unfortunately read several of 
Ingersoll’s lectures, and his environments changing 
by his coming to the West,.he and his family all 
conformed thereto, and were thus lost to the church. 
The term Infidel, which was one of reproach in the 
East, had lost its stigma in the West, and when 
applied to a man there seemed rather to indicate that 
he had both brains and gumption, and was honorable 
and successful in his business relations. The public 
‘sentiment of the West having changed from that of 
the East, and the fact that a man does not lose caste 
in society by repudiating the church and her religion, 
seem to act upon the seeds of Infidelity, which lie 
latent in the rank soil of the human heart, pretty 
much as a warm rain in June does on a newly-planted 
field of corn. 

Now, in our conflict with such causes and their 
effects, what we want is to restore to its place in the 
hearts of the people the old respect which our fathers 
had for the ordained ministry of the church, as the 
embassadors of Jesus Christ, whose function in the 
plan of salvation is to convince and convert sinners 
by the regular appointed means of grace, and then 
by suitable instruction to build them up as living 
stones in the temple of God. Moody and Sankey and 
Cook are not ministers of the gospel. They are self- 
appointed, unauthorized, and irresponsible evangel- 
ists, and the very fact of their existence in the 
church is the bitterest reflection on the Christian 
ministry as God’s appointed agency from bringing a 
lost world to Christ. It is as much as to say that 
our savior, in establishing the church as an organiza- 
tion, and in appointing the ministry of reconciliation 
and the means of grace to be the convicting and con- 
verting power, made a grand mistake, which the 
revivalists hav discovered in this advanced age of the 
world, and propose in their superior wisdom to cor- 
rect. The New Testament makes it as clear as the 
noonday sun that women should avoid all unnecessary 
publicity, be keepers at home, their feet abiding in 
their own houses; that they should not open their 
mouths, but only their ears, in the sanctuary of God, 
keeping quiet all the time, and getting their hus- 
bands at home to giv them any information they need, 
and to resolve any doubts that may hav arisen in 
their minds by the preaching ; that they should be 
modestly appareled at all times, and especially dur- 
ing their attendance at church on the Sabbath, diffi- 


dent and unpretentious, constantly remembering the 
solemn: truth that it was woman who, by fatally 
tempting Adam in the Garden of Eden to eat the for- 
bidden fruit, brought death and all our woes into the 
world. But, as if Paul had never written his epis- 
tles, or never was inspired by the Holy Ghost to do 
80, these women preachers and evangelists, with their 
brazen faces and their squeaking voices, enter the 
pulpit, and, when not permitted to do so, crowd on 
the platform, appear before legislativ bodies, state 
and national, and undertake to do the work which 
they are expressly forbidden and utterly incapaci- 
tated to do. The scriptures teach us that the pains 
of parturition were appointed by God as a curse, and 
as a standing memorial through all ages of his anger 
at woman for having seduced Adam from his allegi- 
ance, and introduced sin and its consequent misery 
into a world that else might hav remained forever a 
paradise of joy and contentment. This curse was 
not only intended to be a constant reminder to her 
of her guilt in that great transaction in Eden, but to 
keep her in a modest and submissiv frame of mind at 
home and abroad, as becoming women professing 
godliness. But some of them hav gone so far as to 
publish essays and books, one of which I saw in New 
York, entitled, “Parturition without Pain," which 
professes to lift the God-appointed curse from the 
mothers of children, thus giving the lie direct to the 
divine teaching, and bidding defiance to the divine 
arrangement. Such books, I am told, are found 
everywhere, even among the most intelligent women, 
and all the zeal of the medical profession cannot ` 
drive them out of circulation ! 

The same criticism I hav made on revivalism .I 
must offer on the 

YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS. 

They are voluntary, unauthorized organizations, 
utterly unknown to primitiv Christianity, running 
without being sent, virtually setting aside the regu- 
lar ministry, and consigning them to the position of 
foot-boys to the chariot of salvation, and undertaking 
the work of saving souls and building up Christians 
in their most holy faith by the patented methods of 
billiard rooms, athletics, and other games, which 
were never practiced formerly in this dying world 
except in taverns and other places of sinful amuse- 
ment. What would the fathers of the church hav 
thought seventy years ago if a body of illiterate 
young men, puffed up with zeal and spiritual pride, 
would nullify their vocation, retire them-from the 
pulpit, and take upon themselvs, without the least 
semblance of authority, the work which was delegated 
expressly and exclusivly to them as embassadors of 


Christ, and to which their lives and learning were 


devoted? I must express to you my honest convic- 
tions, come to after a great deal of observation and 
reflection, that they are hindrances, instead of helps, 
to the gospel. They are a compromise between the 
world and religion, and like all compromises in which 
Christ and Satan are parties, in the end Satan is the 
gainer and Christ the loser. Can we wonder that 
the blight and mildew of a universal Infidelity has 
settled upon society, permeated the literature which 
is forming the intellectual character of our youth, 
and that it has scared the timorous clergy away from 
their function of preaching the doctrins of the cross, 
when the church herself has lost faith in the wisdom 
of her great head, and the institutions appointed by 
him, and allows callow young men, clerks in stores 
and shops, and upstart, self-appointed evangelists, to 
do the work of an ordained ministry? To me the 
progress of Infidelity in this age, when the armory of 
the church is full of weapons able to destroy it if 
only wielded aright, is explicable only on the theory 
that since the church herself has put dishonor on the 
appointed means of grace, God in anger has given 
her up, for the time being at least, to suffer from her 
own treasonable and cowardly devices. 
HUGH MILLER, 

with a prophet's ken, in his great work entitled, 
“Footprints of the Creator,” written nearly forty 
years ago, foresaw the present times clearly, sounded 
the alarm, and warned the churches of Christendom 
of what was coming, and how to meet the emergency. 
Before quoting his words, we must bear in mind that 
at the time he lived the Development hypothesis, 
which he regarded as Antichrist, lay couched like a 
tiger’s cub in the beautiful and captivating language 
of the “ Vestiges of Creation,” the reading of which, 
I well remember, was confined to but a few, even 
among what we call the cultivated classes. But the 
keen-sighted Scotchman, with a mind illuminated by 
the Holy Ghost, saw the animal, knew its natural 
instinct, that it was thoroughly, and only, antago- 
nistic to Christianity, and aimed a death-blow at it 
in its cub state. What would he think, and how 
would he feel, now, if he were among us, when that 
hypothesis has been hammered out into a system by 
Darwin, Spencer, Huxley, and others; and when the 
books of these authors, simplified, to suit the capac- 
ities of -youth, are in the public libraries, and on the 
very center-tables of the members of the church; 
and the full-grown tiger slinking around among the 
printing- offices, the colleges, and even the pulpits of 
the country? Darwin, until the last year or two of 
his life, never was suspected of being an Infidel and 
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Atheist. Like so many other scientists and philoso- 
phers, he simply ignored the whole subject of 
religion. But for more than a quarter of a century, 


Pioneering. 


— Furexps: I wonder if you realize what it means to 


without seeming to know it, he was constantly en- 
gaged in undermining the foundations of the church; 
and when he died the clergy sang him to his rest in 
Westminster Abbey, as if he had been a Christian! 
Does not this look like judicial blindness inflicted by 
an angry God? . 

Hugh Miller says: “The danger from the Devel- 
opment hypothesis to an ingenious order of minds 
has been underestimated. . . The antagonistic 
points in the array of the opposit lines are simply 
the law of development versus the miracle of creation. 

The clergy as a class suffer themselvs to 
linger far in the rear of an intelligent and accom- 
plished laity—a full age behind the requirements of 
the time. Let them not shut their eyes to the danger 
which is coming. The battle of the Evidences will 
hav as certainly to be fought on the field of physical 
science, as it was contested in the last age on that of 
the metaphysics. And on this new arena the com- 
batants will hav to employ new weapons, which it 
will be the privilege of the challenger to choose. The 
evangelistic churches cannot slight or overlook a 
form of error at once exceedingly plausible and con- 
summately dangerous, and which is telling so widely 
on society that one can scarce travel by railway, or 
on a steamboat, or encounter-a group of intelligent 
mechanics, without finding decided trace of its rav- 
ages.” Thus spoke Hugh Miller nearly forty years ago. 
. But notwithstanding this warning, our theological 
seminaries continue to send out every year to preach 
the gospel, at’ such a time as this, young men who 
are ignorant of the very rudiments of the contro- 
-versy now raging. One of them makes some rash 
speech in the pulpit, betraying his ignorance, and 
the next day some college sophomore, or high school 
student, calls him to account, and shows him that he 
knows little, and that little inaccurately, about the 
subject on which he spoke so dogmatically. No one 
can doubt Hugh Miller’s orthodoxy and high Chris- 
tian character. He made the science of geology a 
handmaid to religion. And yet, our theological pro- 
fessors, cloistered in their seminaries, holding con- 
verse with the past, instead of the present, and 
ignorant altogether of the world they liv in, go on, 
year after year, unaware of the fact that the old argu- 
ments in behalf of Christianity amount .to nothing 
now, when the common mind, sharpened by educa- 
tion, and stimulated by what is called the scientific 
spirit, hav made all men feel that doubt, instead of 
. the fear of God, is the beginning of all wisdom. If 
our pulpits were now filled by such men as Chalmers, 
John Pye Smith, and others like them, would the 
youth of our churches, with the mark of baptism and 
parental consecration on their foreheads, leave the 
house of God on the Sabbath, and flock in troops to 
hear Ingersoll? I trow not. © 

I know, my dear brethren, that the views expressed 
in this report would be disliked by many of our 
‘people who lay the flattering unction to their souls 
that the church is in no danger, being founded on 
the rock, Christ, and delivered from all fear by the 
“unconditional promis that “the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against her.” But this does not warrant 
supineness and compromise. See what a sheer 
simulacrum the Protestant church has become in 
the land of Luther! Look at Massachusetts, the 
land planted and consecrated by the Puritans of the 
Mayflower, flanked on the one side by the Catholics 
and on the other by the Unitarians, who are as near 
to Infidelity as zero is to nothing! Look at Andover, 
and the Congregationalists of New England, who 
hav the face to denounce the Unitarians as a robber 
sect, stealing the funds of Harvard devoted to 
Christo et ecclesia, and prostituting them to the ad- 
vancement of a baptized Infidelity; while- they them- 
selvs are going over, with bag and baggage, to the 
babyish heresy of a second probation! The descend- 
ants of the Puritan fathers, now on the stage, are 
not as sagacious, clear-sighted, and loyal to God as 
Balaam's ass was; for when the prophet traitorously 
. went off with the princes of Moab to curse the 
chosen people, the ass saw the angel of the Lord 
standing in the way, and refused to go forward. 
But from present signs the rank and file of the New 
England Congregationalists hav lost their eyesight, 
and cannot see the inconsistency of the reverend 
Balaams of Audover consorting and agreeing with 
the messengers of Balak, king of Moab. ‘The age of 
miracles is past, and asses no longer see the angel of 
the Lord standing in the way of a prophet’s defec- 
tion. The promis of Christ that the gates of hell 
should not prevail against the church, went upon the 
presumption that the ministers of Christ would be 
loyal to their chief, and listen to no proposals of 
compromise with the devil. But if treason takes 
possession of the hearts of the ministry, and the 
enemy can furnish motiv enough to surrender, I see 
no reason why the cause of the church should not be 
lost, as the cause of political freedom has often been. 

(CONCLUDED NEXT WEEE. 
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be a pioneer—to push into prominence and respect- 
ability an unwelcome cause. All reforms begin by 
crowding themselvs in where they are undesired, and 
their representativs are usually maligned and an- 


athematized. 


As an Abolitionist in antislavery times, as a be- 
liever in the Washingtonian movement for temper- 
ance in the long ago, and as a worker for equality of 
séx, I hav always been in the fore front of the battle. 
So also was I the first woman Atheist I ever saw, and 
the first anyone ever saw in any place where I hav 
ever lived. 

We had not been settled here very long when a 
little boy was reproached for doing me a favor, and 
was told that I did not believe in a God. “ Yes, she 
does," said the little fellow with strong emphasis, 
* ghe believes in two gods." And all along through 
life I hav thus needed and found apologists and de- 
fenders. Needed them because I was a pioneer in 
radical reforms, working among the pious conserva- 
tivs; found them because I made truth, right, and 
good conduct my motto. : 

When we came here some fifteen years ago the 
people of Pulaski denied there was a real Atheist. in 
the world. When it was noised around that there 
were two of them in their midst, curiosity was rife. 
Those who became acquainted with us were asked 
the most ridiculous questions imaginable, such as 
how we looked, what we ate, how we conversed 
among ourselvs, and once, when I furnished a de. 
bater with some arguments in favor of alcoholic tem- 
perance, the publie was astounded at learning that 
an Infidel could believe in any good thing. We were 
invited to visit a friend twelve miles from here, and 
this friend was.asked by his neighbors to notify them 
of the time of our arrival, as they were all eager to 
see “the awful Infidels.” All this we lived down and 
conquered, and for many years I hav been president 
of the Woman’s Reading Club, though it had three 
preacher’s wives as members. When it became 
know I was selling “Diana” a rumpus was kicked 


up, but I convinced them that the main “fault” of 


the book was it required men and women to be more 
temperate sexually than they felt it possible or de- 
sirable for them to be. It asked them to practice on 
earth the virtues they expected to liv out in heaven. 

Then came another fuss because I sold “ Leaves of 
Grass," but by promising not to lend it hereabouts I 


got-out of that, and yet, if the book waslaid on the 


desk and counter of every publie place in town, not 


half a dozen people would read half a dozen pages of 
it, because it is above the taste of the average 
reader. 


Then came the arrest for obscenity. That was the 


last feather, the unpardonable sin, the gulf that 


could not be passed, and I was shut out from the 
club I had been one of the foremost in organizing 
and sustaining. Still, had the members given free 
vote, I should probably hav retained my place. But 
church and creed were too much for them, and so 
they remained on the conservativ side. At first, after 
my return home from jail, only a stray neighbor or 
so ventured to call on me, and these seemed to feel 
as if they were braving public opinion. But one by 
one they hav dropped into the ruts again, till nearly 
all the old habituates are seemingly as cordial and 
friendly as before. Terrible things are said of me by 
gossiping tongues, and believed by those who are 
not well acquainted personally. i 

In spite of the seriousness of the situation, I hav 
to smile at some of the charges made against me, one 
of which is that I hav ruined the health of all the 
married women here by giving them medicin to pro- 
duce abortions, while the fact is, I've given the strong- 
est kind of testimony against this very thing, because 
itis injurious to the health of the mother, and if 
unsuccessful may injure the child mentally and 
physically; and then, too, the very women they point 
out as being so injured were fully as feeble before I 
came here as they are now, and some moreso. I 
merely tell all this as showing just a few of the 
thorns in the pathway of a pioneer. 

There is a bright side to it all. Itis grand to con- 

quer prejudice and prove one’s good words by good 
deeds, and win grace and glory, despite old opinions in- 
herited and rooted deeply inthe mind. It is enthusing 
and encouraging to meet with the support of press 
and people to such an extent as I hav done, and 
under so terrible a charge as has been launched at 
me. I hav received over seven hundred letters from 
everywhere. Even across the “big pond” come 
words of cheer and approbation, sympathy and 
help. ; 
T oniy wish I were better able to respond to them 
all in “ thoughts that breathe and words tbat burn,” 
and giv back ringing sentiments that should sow seed 
for the centuries. 

How often I think of Bennetts remark during his 
time of trial, that he had “ so many of the very best 
friends in the world, and some of the very meanest 
enemies,” for I, too. hav a multitude of splendid 


fair share of popularity can hope to escape making 
enemies. It’s an old, old adage that says, “ Woe- unto 
you when all men shall speak well of you.” So we 
must be grateful even to our enemies, as they do 
show us some faults that our friends are either blind 
to or fail to inform us of. | 

The more my case is studied up, the more you will 
see ibis but history repeating itself, only with the 
added accumulations of the intervening time. 

Bennett saw the animus of the Comstock law as 
soon as it was enacted, and was one of the first to 
sound the warning cry against it, and also one of the 
first to suffer persecution under it. 

* In 1877 a spy was sent to his office to see if some- . 
thing unmailable could not be found. Two or three 
little pamphlets were taken, but though he was ar- 
rested, nothing was deemed strong enough to make 
out a case against him. At Watkin’s Glen, in 1878, 
he was again arrested for selling * Cupid's Yokes,” 
and then and there he got so indignant at the spirit 
of persecution which thus invaded personal rights, 
that he declared he would publish in his Taur& 
Szexer a notice that he would “ sell that pamphlet in 
the regular course of his business if it cost him his 
life.” He did sell it, and was decoyed, just as I was, 
into sending directly to an agent of the vice society 
just what he wanted. He was tried, condemned, and 
sentenced. Bravely he served out his term, making 
friends every day, doing good work every day, and 
crippling the enemy every day. It was for selling a 
book teaching sexology that he was imprisoned, and 
yet had he had a fair trial, and a just judge, he would 
hav escaped convietion. Judge Benedict will be 
remembered in history as “the unjust judge," than ` 
which no greater stigma can be fastened upon one 
who holds so impartial an office. 

Heywood was afterward indicted for the same 
offense, but with a fair trial and an honest judge he 
was acquitted. 

A few days more, and I, too, may be judged—I 
hope by no Benedict biased by prejudice and precon- 
ceived opinions. I hav, like Bennett and Heywood, 
helped in a small way to pioneer the work of sexual 
reform, which it is hoped will some day culminate 
in giving to the world a science of sexual physiology, 
than which no book is more needed, or would be 
more conduciv to a true and pure morality. 

June 26, 287. ErwrxA D. SLENKER. 
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Indignant. 


Drar Trots SEEKER: Since Mrs. Slenker's arrest, : 
I hav made it my business to present her case to my 
friends, and to try to interest them in her, and so 
obtain for her moral and financial support in this her 
hour of persecution and prosecution. And I wish to 
say through your paper that the spirit evinced in 
some of the editorials in publications supposed to be 
Liberal upon the case of Elmina is more discourag- 
ing than all the opposition from Christian sources 
that I hav as yet met. Because Mrs. Slenker's way 
of work is not my way, and because she has found 
her duty in work distasteful to me, and has used lan- 
guage somewhat obsolete, shall Liberal editors speak 
of her as “acknowledging guilt, and call her a 
“crank ?" (I wish the word ‘ crank” was obsolete) 
and throw cold water upon the effort to raise money 
for her defense? 

I suppose if Liberal papers were careful never to 
say anything against “the established usages of 
society,” they would not find it necessary to send out 
yearly circulars for help to enable them to continue 
their publications. Let us all try to help those who 
work for humanity, especially when their work brings 
them such suffering as Elmina has been called to 
endure. 

I hav no doubt that my way of work is very dis- 
tasteful to others who are in the Liberal field, but I 
cannot change my way. I must be myself, and 
surely a woman of sixty years, whose life has been 
without a blemish, even letting the “ established” 
respectable society be the judge, should not be criti- 
cised at this time. When the Comstock law shall 
let go its clutches of this, in my estimation, grand, 
brave woman, it will be time enough for critical 
censure. 

I hav just received a letter from Massachusetts, 
from a cousin of mine, Mrs. E. H. Lineolm, in which 
she says: “I am willing my name should be pub- 
lished as one who believes not only in Elmina, but 
in her work. Women are much better judges of the 
need of knowledge on sexual physiology, I think, 
than men.” Faithfully, Lvov N. Couman. 

June 27, 1887. 


——— > +o 


For it is this—it is the opinions men entertain, and 
the feelings they cherish respecting those who dis- 
own the beliefs they deem important—which makes 
this country not a place of mental freedom. For a 
long time past, the chief mischief of the legal penal- 
ties is that they strengthen the social stigma. It is 
that stigma which is really effectiv, and so effectiv is 
it that the profession of opinions which are under the 
ban of society is much less common in England than 


friends, and a few bitter and venomous enemies. No | is in many other countries the avowal of those which 
radical writer who has pronounced opinions and a | incur risk of judicial punishment.—John Stuart Mill. 
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News and Notes. 


Saturday evening and Sunday morning at Talent, 
and Sunday afternoon at Ashland, I gave my closing 
lectures in Rogue River valley, and although the 
usual Oregon rain was. present, the attendance was 
large. So memory and hope shine together amid 
the rainbows and clouds and sunshine of this beauti- 
ful valley. I hav seen nothing more enchantin 
than these sweet sceneries of blending hill and dale, 
and rolling mists that glitter in gorgeous ranks, and 
the sky over whose varied face a thousand pictures 
come and go. I shall not forget our splendid host, 
that from point to point are making things lively for 
the orthodox camp. The forces are so evenly di- 
vided that there is plenty of fun amid the clash of 
arms. ‘The little hall at Talent, with its Universal 
Mental Liberty Club, is a kind of burning focus for 
the restless fires of progress. A thousand such over 
the land would giv a new era to the world. 

The music furnished by Mr. and Mrs. Breese and 
Miss Waters, and the band of little children, was an 
inspiration and delight. The old songs were made 
living with hope, and the melodies never born of 
orthodoxy were made to do service for the free spirit 
of Liberalism. 

I was obliged to hurry up, and amid the driving 
rainstorm reached the cars just as the iron horse was 
puffing the signal of departure. Sunday midnight I 
reached Rosebury. Early on Monday morning I was 
aroused by the cheery voice of my friend, James 
Laird, who came to pilot me through the big hills 
and mighty forests of Coos county to the outermost 
verge of the world, to the jumping-off place, where 
one can almost leap into the palace of the setting sun. 
There was a sixty-mile horseback ride before me, for 
the roads were so uneven that even a buckboard 
might drop to pieces and disappear amid the abysses 
of a western turnpike, whose ways, like those of God, 
are sometimes past finding out. Off we started in 
the clear and brilliant morning. My steed was one 
of the best in the county, and for the first few miles 
I quite enjoyed his quick and invigorating step. 
About noon we reached Looking Glass, a beautiful 

little valley amid the bosom of the hills. Beyond 
this there was a twenty-four mile ride yet to my 
night’s lodgings, and there was no time to stop for 
rations. We were obliged to take our noonday lunch 
as we went “marching on.” Up over the Coast 
Range we took our circuitous path. The scenery 
was delightful and magnificent. Amid the tall trees 
we could glance far away over the variegated land- 
scape. Blue hills were in the distance, around which 
rolled the seas of forests, with green isles of culti- 
vated lands here and there. The trees that overhung 
our pathway were of enormous growth. Some of 
them, fir and cedar, were ten feet in diameter, and 
from two hundred to three hundred feet in hight, 
shooting almost straight as an arrow. Climbing 
over the mountain, we struck the head waters of the 
east fork of the Coquille, which went dancing down 
the enormous crags with its fluttering white banners, 
making music in the deep and solemn aisles of the 
endless woods. At times it went merrily along, close 
by our feet, and we could stoop and drink of its 
sparkling current. Then in a minute almost it 
seemed to be down hundreds of feet below, and we 
could scarcely hear its murmurs as the crested waves 
dashed on. In the very bosom of the crags and trees 
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we came to a school-house, remote from any habita- 
tion. Where the children came from I could not 
tell, but there were a dozen playing about, and the 
bright sehool-mistress was just ringing the bell, for 
the recess was over. I would gladly hav dismounted 
and rested my weary bones for an hour or two study- 
ing & b œs. We rode up, and friend Laird intro- 
duced the majority of the troop of boys and girls 
as his children or grandchildren. This is a 
great country for children. Mr. Laird has a family 
of ten, and all Freethinkers, and still they come. 
There is plenty of room. Mr. Laird’s son has the 
ranch nearest the schoolhouse, but we could not 
stop, for still we had sixteen miles of travel to his 
own home. It seemed an interminable journey. 
However, we pressed on. Mr. Laird is a jolly com- 
panion, and by telling stories and occasionally quot- 
ing from Tue Trurs Seexer, of which he is à con- 
stant reader, I was able to forget the aches and 
pains of my body. Now and then a scene of sur- 
passing beauty would appear amid the dense foliage, 
the stream bursting into a brilliant cataract, along- 
side precipitous banks, with flowers and green moss, 
and the golden evening sunshine flowing in mellow 
splendor from mass to mass of rocks and fallen 
trunks, some of which arched the roadway, and we 
passed beneath them. These pictures would revive 
me with a shock of delight, as if an exhilarating cup 
were at my lips, and for awhile there was pure enjoy- 
ment. But the aches and pains would come back, 
and it was with a kind of despairing joy that at the 
close of every twelve or fifteen minutes I heard friend 
Laird cry out as we passed a landmark, * Only five 
miles more,” * Four miles more,” etc., until at last, at 
half-past seven o’clock, his white dwelling, solitary in 
the forest, hove in view. Slowly we meandered to 
that haven of rest. I could hardly dismount. It 
seemed as if I had no feeling in my bones. I was 
a kind of a jelly-fish out of water. However, there 
was & warm welcome, a comfortable chair, big fire- 
place, and a crackling blaze, and although it-was the 
month of June, the fiery columns were as pleasant as 
in winter's weather, and the bright heat, like a charm, 
dispelled the weariness. Miss Emma Laird, the 
daughter of mine host, was the gentle housekeeper 


g|of this remote caravansary, and soon a delightful 


supper was ready for the hungry pilgrims. Early to 
bed was my motto for that night, and soon I was 
sound asleep, with no dreams to haunt me. At five 
o'clock in the morning, however, friend Laird said, 
* Awake—arise,” and I obeyed the summons. I was 
quite refreshed and ready for the day's journey, when 
the coffee and breakfast had been disposed of, and the 
sun was flooding the beautiful forest and the birds 
were singing. 

Mr. Laird could not accompany me on my second 
day's journey, but was to meet me on the morrow at 
Coquille City. So I bade good-bye to hospitable 
friends, to the boys and the maiden, to Mr. Cox, who 
keeps up the tug of war with friend Laird in the 


wilderness, and off I plunged into the grand old |: 


woods, nature's cathedral, filled with musie and won- 
drous pictures. A delicious joy it was to be miles 
away from any human being, with no voices save that 
of the swaying branches, the rippling, shining wa- 
ters, and the invisible birds. Occasionally I would 
meet a traveler, or pass some out-of-the-way farm, 
and wonder how in the world anybody ever came to 
locate in such corners of this vast wilderness. Along 
in the afternoon I came to Myrtle Point, where about 
fifty houses are clustered together, and here I was to 
giv my first lecture in Coos county. Slowly I rode 
into the little village, wondering what kind of a 
reception I should hav in this distant place. A 
pleasant-faced, patriarchal-locking man accosted me 
and inquired my name and if he could render any 
service. I did not know but he might be the bishop 
of the diocese and the mortal foe of the Infidel lect- 
urer. However, I ventured to giv my name. In- 
stantly he said, “Follow me.” I knew then by the 
Masonry of Freethought that I was in the right 
hands, and I followed. This was C. Lehnherr, and. he 
took me at once to his home, Pioneer Hotel, and 
here was rest and a good, square meal, and plenty of 
friends—his wife, Mrs. Lehnherr, a gentle believer in 
the Catholic faith; his daughter, Mrs. Miller, an 
ardent Freethinker; the grandchildren, ete. Soon 
other friends came dropping in—G. W. Ramsdell, & 
kind of a world-wandering Infidel, with five children, 
each one born in a different state; and Mrs. Rams- 
dell, a genial companion of his artist life. The first 
thing I did after supper was to hav my picture 
taken. Mr. Ramsdell was the one who suggested 
the Coos county campaign. He reads Tur Trora 
SEEKER, and so keeps on the alert. Among other 
allies here are Charles Wilkins, who presided at the 
evening meeting; Edward Bender, leader of the 
band which discourged music for the occasion, every 
member of which is a stanch Infidel—Chas. E. 
Diets, Henry Schroeder, C. E. Schroeder, Wm. 
Rohm; and from Arago, A. J. Smith, A. L. Allen, 
Jas. McNaughton, John Lindebeck, Fred. Schroeder, 
J. Henry Schroeder, Augustus H. Schroeder, F. M. 
Kronenberg, Wm. H. Schroeder, George W. Schroe- 
der, Wm. Warner, of Rowland Prairie, and others 
coming from many miles about to attend the opening 


lecture. The hall was crowded in the evening with 
an enthusiastic audience. The band poured forth its 
inspiring strains, and I felt well rewarded for all the 
labors of my journey with so cordial a reception, and 
I did the best I could for “The New Heaven and 
Earth.” The next morning I went to Avago, a part 
of the way by wagon, and then by boat. They hav 
all sorts of conveyances in. this country—saddle- 
horses, boats, wagons, buckboards, steamers, schoon- 
ers, rafts, etc. I came to the handsome farm of 
J. Henry Schroeder. Close by are the fair grounds 
of the county, in the big building of which I gave a 
lecture in the afternoon. Mr. Schroeder chartered a 
steamer for the special accommodation of the Infidels, 
and a large number were present from up and down 
the river and the lumber camps. The Schroeders, I 
find, are a multitudinous family. Henry Schroeder is 
the patriarch of them all. He came to this country 
in 1859. He is now over seventy years of age, and 
his golden wedding will come in 1889. He has 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren by the score. 
I asked him how many he had. He said he didn't 
know; he hadn’t counted them lately. Somewhere 
between fifty and sixty is the number of his descend- 
ants, and they are all in the Freethought ranks, to the 
third and fourth generation. This is a good record. 
J. Henry Schroeder, his son, has ten children. He 
is the captain of our forces here, and his energy and : 
persistence are indomitable. He has written scores 
of letters, raised the sinews of war, chartered steam- 
ers, etc., in order to make the campaign a success, 
and under his leadership I find everything in splen- 
did condition. All the friends are interested, and 
the wheels of progress roll smoothly on. I was 
pleased to meet with his wife, and his daughters, 
Miss Ella and Mrs. Kribs and Mrs. Hanly, and his 
sons, George and Augustus—all enlisted in the Lib- 
eral ranks. Mrs. Schroeder is the daughter of Mr. 
Perry, one of the old campaigners of this country. 
Her two sisters married two other Schroeder broth- 
ers, and there are about ten children to each family, 


rand so under this name a regiment might be mus- 


tered into service. Thus may all good citizens 
flourish. With the Schroeders also are the Smiths, 
the Lowes, the Garfields, the Nichols, the Daniel- 
sons, etc.; and I really think Coos county is the 
banner county of the States for its stalwart Liberal- 
ism. 

After the Arago meeting we went by the steamboat 
Ceres, Capt. John Yeager, to Coquille City. Here 
are also some good friends—E. S. Spurgeon, V. N. 
Perry, A. G. Aiken, Andrew Forsness, C. W. Allen, 
S. N. A. Downing, Mr. and Mrs. Harrington, etc., 
and R. L. Blackburn, brother to our Utah cam- 
paigner, Prof. Charles Blackburn. I guess every- 
body in the city came to the lecture in the evening, 
for the hall was filled to its utmost capacity. They 
don't hav very big cities in Coos county, for the 
whole population of this sea-board is only about four 
thousand. But the people are full of life. 

The next day, in the bright morning, we embark 
for Bandon on the steamer Myrtle, Capt. Levi Snyder. 
The Coquille river is one of the most crooked in the 
world. It is forty miles by the stream to the ocean, 
and yet in a straight line by land it is only twelve 
miles. However, the turnings in and out afford de- 
lightful sceneries. We pass by the farm of our 
stanch friend, Judge A. J. Lowe, who is one of. the 
old settlers of this county, one of the “’Forty-niners” 
of California. He i3 a prominent citizen, and his In- 
fidelity is never kept in the background. He has 
two brothers, Robert Lowe, of Empire City, and R. 
M. Lowe, of * Beaver Slew," and all three are Lib- 
erals, and surrender nothing for the sake of popular- 
ity. At Parkersburg, along the route, I am pleased 
to meet David and Frank Lowe, Wm. Hammersberg, 
ete. ; at Randolph, Mr. and Mrs. Walcott, and others, 
and all along the river the Liberals seem to congre- 
gate. At about noon we arrive at Bandon, and this, 
with the exception of Cape Blanco, eighteen miles 
below, is the extremest western point in the United 
States; and so it has been.my fortune to giv a leot- 
ure in America nearer to the setting sun than any 
other pioneer. I can’t get any farther without tumb- 
ling into the Pacific. I was glad indeed to greet the 
broad waters flinging their banners against the glis- 
tening sun. Immediately after dinner I rush to the 
shores and climb the big rock called Gibraltar Rock, 
which is about a hundred feet high, and a lonely 
rock it is, for there is none like it anywhere up and 
down the coast, and the geologists affirm that it came 
all the way to this land from Montana, where its kindred 
tower to the skies. From this rock there is a mag- 
nificent view of the shores and ocean. To the north 
is Cape Arago, and to the south Cape Blanco, and 
the Portland steamers can be seen as they speed over 
the blue Pacific. Hundreds of sea-lions were disport- 
ing on the rocks, and thousands of birds skimming 
the air, and the thundering breakers in glorious 
music were dashing for miles along the beach ; 


‘gorgeously, amid a pavilion of clouds, the sun sank 


beneath that burnished sea. 
Among our friends at Bandon are John Hambloch, 
P. H. Rosa, Robert Walker, T. N. Nichols, Jerry 


Hines, L. L. Simpson, J. W. Dobbins, Judge G. W. 


Dyer, ete. P. O. Chilstrom, who presided at the 
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evening meeting, and J. M. Upton, editors of the 
Bandon Recorder, are fearless exponents of Liberal- 
ism, and they are exceptions to the majority of 
editors, and speak their minds without fear or favor. 
It was a pleasure to meet with such radical and able 
advocates of our cause, so bold and chivalrous in 
their defense of liberty and justice. One of their 
recent leading editorials is worthy of a place in Tar 
Trura SEEKER, it is so pronounced and vigorous in 
its enunciation of reform. 

I was pleased to meet W. V. Cope, of Denmark, 
-Or., formerly of Eureka, Cal, a subscriber of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, and now and then a contributor to its 
pages. l 

Over three hundred were present at the evening 
meeting. They came from all parts—Coquille City, 
Parkersbury, Randolph, the mills, logging-camps, 
etc. Captain Floyd, of the tug-boat Katie Cook, 
brought thirty-two, and it will thus be seen that 
there was quite an interest in the Freethought 
gathering. I gave a lecture on “American De- 
mocracy.” At the close the Coquille Secular Union 
was formed, with J. Henry Schroeder for president, 
&and-J.' M. Upton for secretary. There will be a 
grand gathering on the Fourth of July of the Liberals 
along Coquille river, and without doubt hundreds of 
friends will join in this united movement. 

Early on Friday we return to Coquille City_on the 
steamer Antelope, Captain Reed. Here we meet a 
delegation from Marshfield—S. B. Cathcart, J. D. 
Garfield, R. M. Hutchinson, Wm. Hall,-T. G. Owen, 
F. Mark, and E. A. Anderson. In the afternoon a 
twenty-five-mile drive brings us to Marshfield. We 
lectured here Friday and Saturday evening to full 
houses, and we lecture again this afternoon, and at 
Empire City this evening. We will report progress 
next week. Everything so far has been favorable, 
and we hav a stanch Liberal host... I hav been kept 
so busy lecturing and traveling that I hav not had 
time until to-day to write these * News and Notes,” 
and I am so far West, with the railroad seventy-five 
miles off, that I don’t know whether I can get them 
to Taz Trurs Srexer in time. But I trust to luck. 
I hav enjoyed every minute in this wild and almost 
unbroken country. i 

June 22d, 23d, and 24th there is à grand rally at 
Silverton. I shall be at Salem, June 26th; at Mol- 
alla, June 28th, 29th, and 30th; at Portland, July 
8d; McMinnville, July 5th, 6th, and 7th; at Cor- 
vallis, July 10; at Forest Grove, July 17th; at 
Seattle, Wash. T., July 24th. I shall be at Port 
Angeles, Port Townsend, Colfax, Pendleton, Baker 
City, but the dates are not yet fixed. 

` Marshfield, Or., June 19, 1887. 8. P. Purwam. 
— oer 
Liberal Enthusiasm in Oregon. 
From the Bandon Recorder. 

In accordance with announcements made through these 
columns, Mr. Samuel P. Putnam, secretary of the American 
Secular Union, and one of the ablest Freethought writers and 
speakers in the United States, delivered a lecture in our lit- 
tle Bandon on Thursday evening, the 16th. He was greeted 
by an intelligent and appreciativ audience of at least three 
hundred people. Mr. P. O. Chilstrom introduced the speaker 

` by saying that we of the coast counties of Oregon, being 
practically shut out from the great centers of intelligent 
thought, by reason of locality and natural barriers, seldom 
had the opportunity we were about to enjoy on this occa- 
‘sion, that of listening to so noted a speaker as Mr. Putnam. 
The lecturer's subject was '' American Democracy." The 
time occupied was & little over an hour and & half, and there 
was not one in the audience with whom we spoke after the 
lecture but that expressed a regret that the speaker did not 
keep right on talking indefinitly. Never in the history of 
Coos county has there been so able, so logical, so eloquent a 
defining made as to what constitutes American Democracy, 
as to what are the the sacred and inalienable rights and 
privileges of an American citizen to liberty of conscience, to 
free speech, the pursuit of happiness, and the enjoyment of 
all that is good and desirable in this world. The Nine De- 
mands of Liberalism, as read and explained by Mr. Putnam, 
were reduced to simple axioms such as no sound, fair, 
rational thinker can possibly gainsay or reject. To do jus- 
tice to the subject at all, in the space at our command at this 
time, just before going to press, is simply impossible. Even 
though we could giv space, word for word, to every thought 
uttered, there would still be something lacking, something 
unconveyed and unpictured—the style, the look, the earnest 
expression, the honest ringing tone. The speaker was 
greeted again and again by most hearty applause as he made 
point after point, telling and forcible. It was Bandon’s in- 
tellectual feast, and right well did she partake and enjoy. 

At the conclusion of the meeting a temporary organization 
of an auxiliary Secular society was effected under the name 
of the Coquille Secular Union. J. Henry Schroeder was 
elected temporary chairman, and J. M. Upton, secretary. A 
charter list of membership was prepared and numerously 
signed by the ladies and gentlemen who had remained for 
the purpose, when, on motion, the chairman appointed as a 
committee to secure additional names, C. Lehnherr, of 
Myrtle Point; A.J. Smith, of Arago; Mrs. Harrington, of 
Coquille City ; D. J. Lowe, of Parkersburg; A. D. Wolcott, 
of Randolph, and J. M. Upton, of Bandon. It was decided 
that a permanent organization should be effected at Bandon, 
July 4th. Messrs. Jere Haynes, P. O. Chilstrom, T. V. 
Nichols, and J. M. Upton were appointed a committee on 
constitution and by-laws, to report at the next meeting of 
the Union. 


— oo 
. Mz. Axvrew D. Waite will publish in the July 
Popular Science Monthly the second of a series of 
articles, begun some time ago, under the title of 
* New Chapters in the Warfare of Science.” The 
forthcoming article will treat of the progress of 
human enlightenment in the domain of meteorology. 


Human ‘Morality. 


The assertion often made by the advocates of 
Christianity that man’s conduct here is influenced for 


‘the better by belief in a hereafter is contrary to fact: 


Most men’s religion is purely theoretical. In prac- 
tice they are guided by their own interests, or nat- 
ural sense of what is right. When faith is really 
their leading principle, it becomes their object not 
so much to do good as to escape the consequences of 
doing il. Most believers would willingly barter 
their hopes of heaven for certain deliverance from 


‘the possibility of hell. 


Among theoretical Christians there are many who 
are temperate, upright, and honorable. This is not 


on account of their belief that in another world such 


conduct will meet with reward, or a contrary course 
receive punishment. In their hours of prayer they 
say, “Thy kingdom come,” and, “Deliver us from 
evil,” but in their social and business relations they 
act from the same motivs as Infidels. They do right 
because it is their nature to do so, and avoid wrong 
because they know that its consequences would be 
prejudicial to their interests in this life. 

The practical Christian whose actions are regulated 
by a consideration of reward or punishment hereafter 
is a dangerous character. He does no good for its 
own sake, but from a selfish desire for future re- 
muneration. He shuns no evil because it is evil; but 
from fear of punishment. In the time of temptation 
he is the first to yield and the last to be suspected. 
The first to yield because the master he serves offers 
equal payment to the laborer who commences work 
at the eleventh hour and to him who has borne the 
burden and heat of the day. The last to be sus- 
pected because his religious character conceals the 
evil in his nature from the eyes of those who imagin 
good morals accompany religious faith. His duties 
to others are performed for his own sake, or aban- 
doned altogether if he thinks thereby to win a larger 
crown, or escape with greater ease from wrath to 
come. When practical Christianity was a power in 
communities, it peopled deserts and monasteries with 
men and women who cast off their obligations to 
their fellow-creatures. Now that it is a power only 
in individuals, it makes them impediments to the 
progress of their race. Gazing on visions of another 
world, they block the path along which others aré 
pressing to the improvement of this. If as time ad- 
vances we see Christians striving more and more, as 
we do ourselvs, to make the best of this existence, 
and letting the next wait till it comes, it is because 
the extinction of Christianity by the absorption of its 
followers into the religion of humanity is a process 
constantly going on. It is the effect of the same law 
that causes progress in all things, the survival of the 
fittest. 

Finite intelligence could make no improvement in 
and pass no judgment upon a revelation from infinit 
wisdom and love. Yet a constantly increasing num- 
ber of religious teachers endeavor to adapt what they 
call the word of God to the modern discoveries of 
man. They decide by the test of such discoveries 
whether passages shall be retained or rejected. They 
discard verbal inspiration of scripture, and substi- 
tute a general superintendence of divine intelligence, 
limited to the prevention of spiritual error. They 
try God’s teaching by their own reason, and pro- 
nounce some of it to be sound and some unsound. 
Their actions are inconsistent with their professed 
belief, but they are helping our work. They speak 
our truths from the pulpits of the churches where 
our voices cannot be heard. They call themselvs 
preachers of Christianity, but they are eradicating 
its doctrins from the minds of their hearers, and 
teaching a grander and purer morality than Jesus 
ever knew. They are priests of humanity, and are 
promulgating the great rule that an evil deed is that 
which adds to human suffering, and a virtuous action 
that which increases human happiness. 

The mind of the Infidel, freed from the rubbish of 
old beliefs and theological moralities, is in a condi- 
tion to accept a code of ethics founded upon reason 
and utility. While men were seeking knowledge of 
God’s will from those who knew no more of it than 
themselvs, they were losing sight of man’s needs. 
Now they are acquiring information on which a true 
system of morality, a human rule of life, is being 
constructed. Human conscience defines moral ac- 
tions to be those advantageous to human interests. 
Human understanding interprets the rule by the 
light of experience. Human will conforms to it un- 


| restrained by imaginary wills of visionary deities. 


Human interest reaps the reward of this conformity 
in the greater share the increased stock of common 
goods furnishes to each. l 
Humanity has its temple. It is not in Jerusalem, 
nor in Rome, nor in Constantinople. Its vast dome 
shelters the earth. From its pulpits its priests ex- 
pound human thoughts, and at its altars sacrifice 
false gods and inhuman ideas. Its choirs, singing of 
earth's beauties and man's love, cheer us in this our 
dwelling-place, the only home we know. Its saints 
who hav passed away are lamps to our feet, and 
those still remaining with us staves in our hands. 


Its martyrs are men and women who hav suffered for | morality under another name. 


| proclaiming its rights. 


Its confessors, when tyrants 
threaten in the cause of God, boldly stand forth in 
the interests of man. The pure lives of its virgins 
hay never been prostituted to the love of mock 
divinities, but ever faithful to real men; their lips 
never polluted by prayer, their knees never bent to 
the degradation of adoring a feared unknown. They 
follow not the Lamb of God whithersoever he goeth, 
but the good of man whencesoever it cometh. And 
its glorious company of widows, once wedded to a 
God that is dead, are devoted from henceforth to 
mankind that livs. 

Humanity has its paradise. It is not an Eden 
with its untasted fruit of the tree of knowledge, for 
the feast of knowledge is spread upon its tables, and 
to all who will the invitation is sent, “Come and 
eat.” It is not a new Jerusalem, where all interests 
are lost but that in a God, for in it our own interests 
and those of our. fellow-beings are alike objects of 
culture. It is not a place for the indulgence of 
eternal sloth and sensuality, such as the followers of 
Mohammed seek. It is not a Nirvanaof self-annihila- 
tion and destruction of individuality, for which the 
Buddhist longs. It is a condition here in which evil 
is subdued and good triumphant. It is not a divine 
gift, but the price of human labor. 

Humanity has a true morality. No god-made 
religion ever had. The law of Moses, which won 
outward obedience through terror, had none. The 
teachings of Jesus had none, except inasmuch as 
Jesus himself had drunk somewhat of the fountain 
of humanity and blended some of its principles with 
those of his Jewish. theology. Since his day his 
followers hav blended more and more until the 
nature of Christianity has become so, disguised that 
men are often called good Christians for ignoring 
their faith and acting by human rules. Itis the proc- 
ess of absorption by which the religion of humanity 
attracts men to itself and from the errors resulting 
from belief in divinities. It is the survival of the 
fittest by which codes of ethics founded upon blind 
faith are doomed to perish, and will be supplanted by 
a higher morality built upon utility, which is already 
becoming recognized as our proper guide in life. 

E. J. Bowrzrr. 
— eoe 


For Mrs. Slenker's Defense. 


To rae Eprror or Tug Taurz Seerer, Sir: Many 
of your subscribers and readers are responding to 
the calls made for the Elmina defense fund, and every 
day brings in one or more subseriptions, some large, 
some small, but every little counts, so that now I es- 
timate that the total fund amounts to about $400. 
I see the Z»vestigator has acknowledged about $125. 
Mrs. Slenker has sent us names and amounts which 
foot up $170. The moneys sent to us we hav already 
acknowledged in the /Zealth Monthly in part, but up 
to date we hav received about $85. In the Health 
Monthly we shall publish every item and send copies 
of the paper to those who hav sent with their remit- 
tance their names and address. Probably it is un- 
necessary to ask you to burden your crowded col- 
umns with these items. Mrs. Slenker is in constant 
communication with the members of the Defense 
Association, and already local counsel has been en- 
gaged, and we hav reason to expect will serve satis- 
factorily in the case. The case is put ‘down to be - 
called early in July (the 12th), but there may be 
reasons why the prosecution will prefer to lay the 
case over until fall, or if the prosecution is ready it 
may be that the defense will ask for some delay. 
Uncle Sam’s appropriations for the court proceed- 
ings seem to hav run low, and just now it would ap- 
pear that the defense is financially better prepared to 
go on than the government. It is, of course, im- 
possible as yet to make a fair estimate of what sum 
will be required to make & good defense, but it is 
certainly important that a considerable sum should 
be insured early in order that nothing shall be left 
undone that ought to be done, for lack of means. 

E. B. Foors, Jr. 
; ——— 
Christianity, Positivism, and Socialism. 
From the Commonweal, 

The ** essential thought” of Christianity lies in the notion 
of “holiness ?—4. e., a special relation between the individual 
soul and ‘‘God.” This has as its correlate what is some- 
times known as the '' ethics of inwardness "—that is, a mo- 
rality which centers in the personality and the attainment of 
this quasi-mystical relation with the divinity—or, in other 
words, ‘‘salvation.” Asa consequence, Christianity, though 
retaining elements, of barbaric ferocity in its theology, in its 
mora] sentiment invariably tends to become maudlin, and its 
practice commonly to hypocrisy. — . . 

Now, Positivism, while abandoning the theological side of 
Christianity, retains its introspectiv and individualistic atti- 
tude in ethics. The ethical aim of Positivism, like that of 
Christianity, is the perfecting of the individual character, 
and according to what is virtually the same standard, as is 
proved by the retention of so many Christian forms in the 
Comtean cultus, and still more in the adoption of the intro- 
spectiv and mystical Jmitatio Christi of Thomas à Kempis as 
& text-book of life and conduct. . 

Socialism alone, in effect, definitivly abandons this old eth- 
ical standard, and the code of morality growing out of it, by 
proclaiming the great modern truth, that social happiness, in 
its plain sense, is the one object of all moral conduct, and in 
refusing to be turned aside from this principle by specious 
attempts to reintroduce the rags and tags of a theological 

E. Berronr Bax. 
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the employee of the man who has something. Here, 
then, would seem to be & natural cause for the rela- 
tion of laborer and capitalist. But it is a maxim of 
political economy that competition reduces prices to 
the cost of production, which, of course, include the 
the capitalist’s own wages as a contributor to the 
work by superintending, etc. What is it that inter- 
feres with the operation of this equitable principle 
and enables the capitalist to collect a revenue in 
excess of his own wages of superintendence? I 
answer again, it is the law. Take away that, and his 
profits would fall to the wages of superintendence 
instantly. Mr. Denslow’s demonstration that the prod- 
ucts are divided about equally between laborers and 
capitalists, even if it were sound, is immaterial. The 
question is, How can capitalists get anything but 
those wages of superintendence which they very com- 
monly dispense with in hiring factors, overseers, and 
stewards? I defy Mr. Denslow to show any other 
how than that they hav the law on their side and the 
power. 

But Mr. Denslow lets another cat out of the bag in 
admitting that his proportion is true only for some 
trades, and that the share of labor diminishes as 
machinery takes its place. The meaning of this, 
being interpreted, is that notwithstanding the pro- 
tection given by governments to capital, competition. 
eventually reduces prices to the cost of production 
after all Under the slave and serf systems this 
mattered little. But now, when lower profits mean 
not only insolvency, but speedy liquidation, the cap- 
italist must . keep up with the times or perish. 
Accordingly machinery is continually supplanting 
labor, and the reward of the latter, Mr. Denslow 
being witness, falls accordingly. This may seem to 
contradict his other assertion, to which I agree, that 
the wages of the hired laborer increase with the 
gains of the capitalist. But the paradox is easily 
explained. Wages increase absolutely with profits. 
Relativly to the percentage of profits they increase 
also. But relativly to the incomes of capitalists they 
decrease as the capitalists themselvs grow bigger. 
This is the double process which is forcing on revo- 
lution, placing on one side a very few immense 
monopolies, and on the other a world of discontented 
laborers. 

Mr. Denslow improves on MacCulloch, as Mac- 
Culloch did on Ricardo, when. he says that if wages 
are too low in any line of employment what is needed 
in that line is a greater competition among employ- 
ers, and therefore a good many of those who are now 
seeking to work at that business for wages should 
begin working as employers. ‘Let us return for wis- 
dom to the friend of our childhood, Mrs. Marcet. 
* Work to be performed is the immediate cause of 
the demand for labor.” Then low wages in any line 
mean that there is no work to be done in it which 
anybody wants, and the incoming of a thousand 
employers would only mean a thousand candidates 
for bankruptcy. I am tempted here to show that the 
reduction of prices to the cost of production is sec- 
ondary, and that the overstocking of particular lines 
with the resulting crash and crisis is the primary fact 
in our industrial system. This, however, has been 
done already by myself and others so well that I only 
advise Mr. Denslow to read Karl Marx’s little pam- 
phlet on “Capital and Wage Labor,” or my own, 
entitled, * Anarchy." But I cannot refrain from 
pointing out that Mr. Denslow’s wage laborers with 
$800,000,000 in the savings banks belong to that 
class of skilled, not that of common, laborers; that 
for them to engage in business on their own account 
would be to invite the fate of beetles in that battle 
where, to use Mr. Denslow’s own eloquent words, 
“the giants become Titans and the conflict Titanic ;” 
and finally, that their lending to capitalists through 
the medium of savings banks does, indeed, “ invert 
every law.of charity—take from them that hav very 
little to hand over to them that hav much;" for as 
prices approach the cost of production the rate of 
interest falls, while the incomes of the Titanic cap- 
italists year by year increase. 

In Mr. Denslow’s second paper, reasoning from the 
above fallacious premises, he piles fallacy upon fal- 
; : lacy. “The infinit elasticity of our wants is an un- 
the more so since this very metayer system is becom- | doubted truism in economics. But its necessary 
ing alarmingly common in the United States. ` corollary is an exhaustless demand upon our energies. 

And now, bidding farewell to Mr. Denslow for the |. The real road to shorter hours for every 
present, let us consider how the capitalist gets his | workingman is longer hours. It is the love 
lien on labor? I answer, Through the action of the | of ease, and the desire to avoid the risks, embarrass- 
legislature. As the powers of a landlord under the | ments, and worry of self-employment that chiefly 
metayer system are conferred in Europe on an aris-| keep men in the wages class.” The first of these 
tocracy, in America on syndicates, as slaves are made | apothegms is true. But the second plainly contra- 
slaves, and serfs serfs by the concerted action of the | dicts the third. If the increase of wants means an 
victorious or dominant element in any state, so rail- | infinit increase of labor, then longer hours can never 
roads are chartered and the other corporations to | bring shorter hours. Both the propositions may be 
which Mr. Denslow alludes created by the power of | false, but one of them must be. Now, the truth is 
the government—that is, of organized physical force. | this: that the increase of wants does not necessarily 
It is a system of barefaced robbery. mean an increase of labor. Machinery ought to save 

Now, I wil not only admit, but insist on what} labor. The lowest savages hav to work far harder to 
seems at first sight an argument against my theory. | get clams enough to eat than the laborers of a civil- 
Undoubtedly every machine, from the savage’s spade | ized community to get a much better living. Why, 
for digging clams to the Union Pacific Railroad, | then, do the civilized laborers not enjoy shorter hours 
every accumulation of wealth, from the first basket | than the savages? Mr. Denslow means to say it is 
of clams to the millions of a Rothschild, makes it j| because they insist on living higher. But suppose 
harder for the man who has nothing to liv, except as 
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Mr. Denslow on the Labor Question. 


The capitalists. and monopolists are fortunate in 
having secured the services of so able an advocate as 
. Mr. Van Buren Denslow, whose articles on Adam 
Smith and “Wealth” in his * Modern Thinkers” 
hav already proved his capacity to plead their cause. 
I use these expressions without scruple, for the 
polemical purpose of Mr. Denslow's article on “ Pro- 
tection to Labor " is transparent, from the exordium 
where he classes labor agitators with fever and ague 
to the argument ad hominem which closes his first 
article under the above head. 

Mr. Denslow’s figures are interesting and instruc- 
tiv, but his inferences are altogether of the forensic, 
not the scientific type. . 

“The cause of the demand for labor," says Mr. 
Denslow, “is the profit which capital can earn in em- 
ploying labor." This is the exploded dogma of that 
most dogmatica] among economists, J. R. MacCul- 
loch. I hope to be pardoned for calling it exploded, 
for, though continually reproduced by capitalistic 
writers of pamphlets, newspaper articles, etc., it is 
utterly rejected by all who hav gone below the sur- 
face of the question, ¢.g., by James Bonar in his re- 
cent work on Malthus. “Even Mrs. Marcet, a docil 
Ricardion,” he observes, “put the case more care- 
fully. Work to be performed is the immediate 
cause of the demand for labor” (p. 155, Harper’s 
edition, 1885). That is the point. The cause of the 
demand for labor is the want of the things which 
labor produces. Ricardo contended that the amount 
of the supply was limited by the capital which stood 
ready to furnish employment for labor, and MacCul- 
loch, as we see, went further. But both of them 
overlooked the fact that a very large class of labor- 
ers are not “ employed” by capitalists at all, and the 
still more significant fact that, in every case, a last 
analysis shows it to be labor which employs labor, 
capital standing only in the relation of a middle man. 

How, then, does capital get into this position? 
Denslow, following Adam Smith, maintains that the 
profits of capital are the “reward of abstinence” — 
as he puts it. “a day's work already done and em-. 
bodied in the form of capital is as well entitled to 
compensation as & day's work not yet done, which 
we. call labor.” Now, if I deny, and every “ profes- 
sional labor parasite, prophet, agitator, and economie 
quack " does utterly deny, that the compensation of a 
day's work done and embodied in the form of capital 
is anything else than the capital itself, Mr. Denslow's 
whole system stands on a shaky foundation. Which 
of us is right? To cite an illustration of which cap- 
italists are rather fond. If a savage, a member of a 

tribe who liv by digging clams, constructs a spade 
with which he can dig ten times as many clams as 
with his hands, is not the possession of the spade an 
abundant compensation for his past labor? How 
does he get a lien on the labor of all the other 
savages who dig clams? This question Mr. Denslow 
avoids, and, since his purpose is polemical, not scien- 
tific, he is mighty right to avoid it. 

But as “the Lord turned the counsel of Ahithophel 
into foolishness," so all Mr. Denslow's talents hav 
not prevented him from selecting a singularly un- 
happy instance. “ Working a farm on equal shares, 
where one person finds the land, improvments, 
buildings, seeds, fruit-trees, implements, and, 
perhaps, cattle, and flocks, and poultry, while the 
other brings only the labor power of himself, his 
family, and those he may hire, is a fair bargain. 

: This is the metayer system of Europe. .. . 
Its equity still remains to be questioned.” The 
devil it does! Mr. Denslow simply presumes on the 
ignorance of your readers when he supposes them 
not to know that the metayer system is a mere relic 
of serfdom, and has always been considered in the 
highest degree tyrannical and pernicious by all but a 
‘few conservativ French and Italian writers, among 
whom Sismondi is the best known. He deserves 
thanks, however, for showing that it is just. like all 
other arrangements between laborer and capitalist, 


ments. 
yers, politicians, sky-pilots, etc., all so many defend- 


they did not; is it not clear that the demand for 


labor would fall, and that wages would fall with it? 
One laborer by. working harder and living lower than 
others can get ahead of them, but all can no more 
gain in that way than all can win in a race. 
must be another reason why machinery does not save 
-labor. 
alous state of things than for the laborers to “scab” 
each other down to the savages’ standard of comfort, 
which is clearly no remedy at all, for it would make 


There 


There must be another remedy for this anom- 


so much less labor to be done, and the same number 


of hours’ work for those who could get employment. 
The real reasons why machinery does not shorten 
hours, and the real remedy, are as follows: Under 


every system of labor—slave, serf, or wage—the 
share of the laborers is the least on which they can 


liv consistently with the prevailing idea of comfort ; 


that is, the least they will take without resorting to 
general rebellion. Mr. Denslow, of course, is aware 
of this well-known law, which simply brings labor 
within the generalization about prices. falling to the 
cost of production. It involves this corollary, that 
the minimum on which laborers can liv and raise 
children being the average wage, multitudes never 
get as much, and therefore are not kept in the wage 
class by love of ease, but by another cause altogether. 
That cause is simply the operation of the law itself. 


All above the minimum necessary to maintain the 


existence of the laboring class goes to the slave-own- 
ers, landlords, or capitalists. In the first two cases 
it is taken from the laborers by direct force, in the 
third by the threat of refusing them work except on 
the employers’ own terms, which are just the old 
minimum, the least they can be Jewed down to with- 
out turning discontent into revolution. Of this 
“surplus value,” as Marx calls it, a part is devoted to 
enlarging the establishments of which the laborers 
form a portion, with what result we hav already seen. 
But another goes to the defense of these establish- 
Policemen, soldiers, agents, collectors, law- 


ers of the capitalists’ possessions, must be supported 
out of the surplus value which the laborer creates. 
Thus the laborer, receiving only enough to keep him 
in existence as a laborer, forges his own chains with 
every stroke, nor is there any apparent remedy which 
does not involve getting rid of the noble army of 
idlers—-stock-gamblers, politicians, military, sky- 
pilots, and all. But this, if it could be done, would 
really be a remedy, for the possession of the tools by 
the toilers and the product by the producers would 
mean short hours and general abundance. 

Of all the monopolies created by governments for 
the enrichment of favorits and the oppression of the 
laborers, the most utterly inexcusable which now ex- 
ists is the system of Protection to whose defense Mr. 
Denslow devotes his last paper. It is difficult to 
believe that Mr. Denslow can be sincere in saying 
that all values depend as much on the obstacles to 
the production of the commodity by others as they 
do on the facilities of its production by you, and 
therefore the higher values of American over foreign 
products are due to the obstacles to the free intro- 
duction of the latter. At all events, the fallacy is too 
transparent to be worth refuting when the many ob- 
scuring words are cleared away and the conclusion 
put in juxtaposition with the premises. ` 

The second reason why a tariff benefits the Amer- 
ican laborer is stated thus: “ To the diversification 
of our industries is due their activity; out of their 
activity comes the high rate of profit on capital, and 
out of this high rate of profit on capital come the 
existing rates of wages.” This, of course, embodies 
the old fallacy quoted from MacCulloch, but it also 
involves another which lies perhaps deeper still. So 
far, at least, as unskilled labor is concerned, high 
wages are as mythical as the story of the man who 
carried the calf till he became an ox. Malthus long 
since reasoned (Pol. Econ, 1820, p. 125), and the 
experienced Brasseys hav since announced as the 
result of their ledgers (Work and Wages, c. iii), that 
the cost of common labor to the employer is the 
same all over the world. The difference in the “real 
wages,” i. e, in what a day's work will bring the 
laborer, depends on the price of those things which 
the laborer principally needs, and, of course, can 
only be lowered by everything which raises the cost 
of necessaries. In our multiplying tramps and pau- 
pers we may see every reason to believe that it is 
steadily falling as the United States becomes more 
of a manufacturing and less of an agricultural country. 

The third argument, that the artificial creation of 
& domestic market is necessary to get rid of unex- 
portable products, is surely too far-fetched for con- 
sideration. That any commodity under any circum- 
stances can sell better where it is produced than 
where it is not is indeed an original position, and 
can rarely indeed be otherwise than absurd. . 

The fourth reason and all which follow it are po- 
litical, not economie, full of the very spirit of spread- 
eagle, and adapted to excite a smile even in a Fourth 
of July oration. With more than half our farmers 
metayers, tenants, or insolvent mortgagers; with a 
million laborers in an intermittent condition of en- 
forced idleness; with legislatures, courts, and sen- 
ates controled by stock-gamblers and bonanza mill- 
ionaires; with the press gagged, the Puritan Sabbath 
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restored, immigration arrested by legislation, “ order” 
maintained by Pinkerton’s banditti, hunger in our 


cities, revolution at our doors, it is time to talk of |: 


attracting all nations to us, of our example to the 
world, of our glorious Union, our pampered work- 
men, our manifest destiny! The man is as blind 
row as most others were some thirty years ago. 
Who can fail to see that now, as then, we are 
approaching a crisis which, if it does not end in 
national ruin, must destroy these abuses which we 
stand alone in our conceited stupidity by cherishing. 
Among all these closing reasons, the fourth alone 
. is worthy a serious reply. It is that home exchanges 
are preferable to foreign because the country is 
enriched by both lines of production. I will not 
inquire whether the sentiment be worthy a nation 
whose founder claimed the world for his country. It 
shall be legitimate, if you like, but surely it applies 
only to lines of production which can support them- 
selvs. Now the tariff, imposed to protect industries 
which, by the hypothesis, cannot support themselvs 
jn America, has killed others, such as ship-building, 
in which we used to lead the world. And now it is 
proposed to. tax us, that ship-building may be 
restored by subsidies. Instead of the ox carrying 
the man, the man must shoulder another calf! It is 
as if an Illinois farmer, having spent the profit on 
his corn and hogs in a doubtfully successful attempt 
to raise pineapples, should now, for want of corn, 
` begin feeding the pineapples to the hogs. The only 
' way a government can protect the laborer is to let 
him alone. Of all other men, he has the best reason 
to exclaim, “Deliver me from my friends, and I will 
take care of my enemies.” C. L. James. 
Eau Claire, Wis. f 


at — ——— 
Mrs. Colman’s Reminiscences. 


Immediately after giving up my position at the 
asylum I was appointed. superintendent of the 
schools supported by the New York Aid Society, 
some eleven in all, scattered over the district. I 
visited them every week, and generally spoke on Sun- 
day in some one of the school-houses. At the close 
of one of my meetings in Alexandria a gentleman 
came to the platform and introduced himself, and in- 
vited me to take dinner with him at the Magnolia 
House, saying that as he was from Massachusetts it 
would be pleasant to hav a little visit with a North- 
ern woman. - I said: “I hav with me some two or 
three teachers... I think I. would not like to leave 
them.” He interrupted me, saying, “Invite them 
also.” Said I, “I will introduce them, and if you 
then choose to invite them, I shall be most happy to 
dine with you.” I introduced him. Two of the 
ladies were daughters of Mr. Lawton, of Cambridge, 
- who is, or was, the originator of the Lawton black- 
berry, and they bore a color as dark as the famous 
fruit of that name. I expected my new friend would 
fee] that such a color would be a bar to further hos- 
pitalities, but he immediately extended his invitation 
to my colored friends. I induced them to ac- 
company me to the hotel. They were refined ladies, 
and shrank from any unpleasant demonstration. I 
felt sure that the gentleman who had invited us 
knew his grounds, and so I told them it would 
be something to remember, to dine at the public 
table in a hotel in the old slaveholding city of 
Alexandria. We went to table. None of the boarders 
left, but the waiters, who were colored, seemed 
beside themselvs with astonishment. My new ac- 
. quaintance was a prominent lawyer, and the landlord 

a German. Some few weeks afterward Mr. Douglass 
was ordered from the table, but he did not go to the 
hotel as the guest of my influential friend. 

I tried in my public meetings to teach these poor, 
ignorant, grown-up children that “cleanliness” was 
not only “next to godliness,” but that it was positivly 

.essentiàl to godliness, and that shouting, singing, 
and even praying would avail them nothing while the 


day following these religious demonstrations they | 


drank themselvs drunk, quarreled with each other, 
and stole and lied as they had learned to do in 
slavery. It was a hard lesson for some of them, but 
generations of the most debasing, abject slavery is 
not productiv of very lofty morals. We expected too 
much of them. . 

The American ‘Tract Society early established 
themselvs by their agents among these people. This 
society was the most positiv pro-slavery organization 
I ever knew. In all their leaflets, as well as larger 
publications, they entirely ignored slavery. They 
sometimes republished some of the English tracts, 
leaving out all reference to the sin of slaveholding, 
putting instead warnings against dancing, card-play- 
ing, and theatrical exhibitions. One at this day can 
hardly realize how entirely subservient all classes 
were to the slave power. I remember a good, lib- 
eral clergyman who, for twenty years, fought in his 
own parish “the rum power,” and conquered it, pub- 
lishing a reading-book for schools, in which he put 
one of Cowper's poems wherein occur these grand 
words against slavery : 

I would not hav a slave to till my grounds, 
To carry me, to fan me while I sleep, 

For all the wealth that sinews bought and sold 
Hav ever earned. No! dear as freedom is, 


And in my heart's just estimation prized above all good, 
I would much rather be myself the slave, : 
And wear the bonds, than fasten them on him. 

The South refused to buy the book, and the clergy- 

man, bending his knee to the slave power, published 

another edition leaving out the objectionable poem. 

The Tract Society now ignoring the past, made haste 

to prepare a room for religious services at Freedman’s 

Village, where my friend, Captain Carse, was super- 

intendent. These agents did not like me or my in- 

fluence. Captain Carse, on the other hand, thought 
my influence beneficial, and sometimes sent for me in 

a troublous time with the contrabands. One day he 

said to me, * You ought to hav a monthly pass in- 

stead of being obliged to go to the commandant 
every time we need you. I will get you one;” and 
so, going to the office, he asked Captain Brown to 
make out a monthly pass. “ How is that?" said Cap- 
tain Brown. “Here is a man who was just trying to 
persuade me to refuse Mrs. Colman 4 pass, never 
allowing her one.” Captain Carse looked up and 
saw the resident agent of the American Tract Society, 
and thereupon ensued a scene. The superintendent 
of Freedman’s Village demanded his authority for 

keeping anyone out of a place of which he was mili- 

tary commander, reminding him that he was a resi- 

dent only by his permission. The monthly pass was 
given, and these agents were obliged to endure 

my visits oftener than agreeable. : i 

Sojourner Truth, the colored woman who was not 
allowed to enter the White House as an equal with 
other visitors, was living at the village at that time, 
going among the women and teaching them how to 
make the best use of the little the government sup- 
plied them to liv upon. I think I will here giv my 
readers an account of a visit which I made to Pres- 
ident Lincoln with this remarkable colored woman 
for the purpose of introducing her to him. Sojourner 
Truth wa8 a slave in the state of New York, freed by 
the state in 1817. She was then about forty-five 
years of age, and .she lived till the year 1883. She 
never learned to read, but her intuition was remark- 
able. She was what the Spiritualists call medium- 
istic, but the spirit with whom she held almost 
hourly converse was God. She held long conversa- 
tions with what she called the God of the universe, 
asked his opinion about anything she was uncertain 
about, and followed his directions. She early came 
into the Antislavery work, and did valiant service as 
a lecturer. The first time she visited Ohio, she must 
hav been about seventy. years old, but she was as 
vigorous as.a woman of fifty. Some one of the friends 
of her race fitted her out with horse and buggy, and 
she traveled for weeks, getting up her own meetings, 
and they were quite a success. She said whenever 
she came where two roads met, she laid the lines 
down in her lap, said to God, “I don’t know which 
way to go; please you drive,” and he always drove 
her to some place where she had a good meet- 
ing. Her talks, which she called lectures, were 
mostly recitals of her own experiences. And she 
could sing well, having a delightful voice. I hav 
heard her sing charmingly after she had passed her 
one-hundredth birthday. When she went among the 
freed people, she found, if she was to hav influence 
among them, she must refrain from doing herself 
what she wished them not to do. Her wit or talent 
at repartée was very great. Once, in a large com- 
pany, a young man said to her, “Sojourner, I don't 
know about your going to heaven. The Bible says 
no unclean thing shall enter that place, and your 
breath is foul with tobacco.” Sojourner looked at 
the saucy youngster, saying, “Laws, child! I ’specis 
to leave my breath behind when I die.” 

When Mr. Lincoln was elected to the presidency, 
Sojourner determined to make the journey to Wash- 
ington to see him, an Antislavery president, and so 
her Antislavery friends sent her, with her grandson, 
a boy of twelve years, to me. For some reason, if 
any special thing was to be done for any colored 
person, everybody, far and near, knew I was the one 
to call upon to do it, and I am glad to say that, how- 
ever difficult the thing to be done, I somehow accom- 
plished it. 

When Sojourner reached the capital she supposed 
that by the following day she could walk right into 
the White House without any trouble, hav & good 
chat with the president, and be asked to call again 
perhaps; but it took many weeks before I could get 
an appointment for her. This I did at last through 
Mrs. Lincoln’s dressmaker, a colored woman, who 
because of her business was in almost daily com- 
munication with the president’s house. At last, one 
Saturday morning at eight o’clock, we were to be re- 
ceived, and promptly at the hour we were on the 
steps. The usher took my card, and leading the way 
to the outer-room, from which the president’s room 
was reached, seated us, saying that when Mr. Lin- 
coln wished he would send for us. This receiving- 


room was well filled before nine o'clock. Still no 


call came for Mrs. Colman and her friend.. Just be- 
fore twelve o'elock we were presented. While in the 
anteroom there had come in a black woman who 
looked so forlorn that I knew she needed a friend, so 
I said, “Hav you any one to present you to the 
president?” “No,” said she, “but I must see him.” 


So I said, “ When I am called for you may go with 
me,” and I entered the presence of the nation’s high- 
est officer with two of the blackest women I ever 
saw, not as my escort, but I as theirs. 

We were obliged to wait long enough for Mr. 


Lincoln to tell one of his funny stories to a deputa- 
tion of twelvé merchant tailors from Baltimore, who 
had come to ask the president to pardon one of their 
brother merchants charged with trading with the 
rebels. 
doned; they departed with no answer save the story, 
and that I hav forgotten. I wrote it out at the time, 
and it was published in the New York Zriġune. 
When the president was ready, I said, “I am very 
glad, sir, to say to you that I havn’t come to ask any 
favor ; my business is simply to present to you my 
friend, Sojourner Truth, a woman very widely known, 
not only in our country, but abroad. She will say to 
you what she desires without further help from me.” : 
"To the other woman I said, “As soon as Sojourner 
is through with the president, present your business." 
Mr. Lincoln was not himself with this colored wo- 
man. He had no funny story for her; he called her 
Aunty, as he would his washwoman, and when she 
complimented him as the first Antislavery president, 
he said, “I’m not an Abolitionist. 
one slave if I could ‘save the Union in any other way. 
Im obliged to do it.” 
must not detain the president ; others are in waiting. 
Are you ready?” and saying good-bye, I had just 
reached the door when Mr. Lincoln said very ear- 
nestly: ‘“‘Mrs. Colman, won't you come back? Walk 
in here and take a seat,” opening the door of the 
railing that separated him from his callers. I went : 


I do not know whether the man was par- 


I would not free 


I said to my friend, “We - 


back, took the seat, and by Mr. Lincoln’s request 
read the letter which the colored woman who had 
gone into the room with me had presented. It was. 
from the wife of a colored soldier, then “ at the front,” 
who was to be put out of the house she occupied the 
next day for non-payment of rent. She was sick in 


bed; the husband had been in the service over ten 


months, never having received one month's pay. 
Syracuse, N. Y. - Lucy N. Corman. 


Judicial Folly. 


I had been thinking for twenty years past that 
New Jersey had greater fools in church and state 
than any other state in the Union; but your legisla- 
ture, by adding the word “disgusting” to the 
amendment of the villainous and foolish Comstock 
law, hav proved themselvs the biggest fools in the 
nation. 

To me the book called God's holy word contains 
hundreds of passages so disgusting that no money 
would hire me to read it to a company of decent 
young people. 

A returned missionary called at my office fifty 
years ago to beg money to send the Bible to the 
heathen. He told me the price of a missionary 
Bible, and said if I had but one cent that I could giv, 
that cent might make out just enough to pay for one 
more Bible, and that Bible might be the means of 
saving at least one more soul; snd if I withheld that 
cent the soul would be lost, and I would hav to 
answer for it in the great judgment. I told him the 
Bible was the worst book he could put into the 
hands of anyone unless he could teach them that it 
was the work of ignorant men, having no more 
divine authority than “Gullivers Travels ;’ but 
offered to giv him $10 if he would read in his 
next meeting ten verses from his holy book, and 
leave it without note or comment—not tell why he 
read it—but he would not do it. In an unbiased 
court the Bible would at once be condemned as “ dis- 
gusting " to thousands, and almost every book in the 
world contains something disgusting to some one. 
The Catholic doctrin is disgusting to Protestants, 
and the Protestant doctrin is disgusting to the Cath- 
olics. Infidelity, or Liberalism, is disgusting to 
Christians. And so with all the various sects, and 
no man nor woman could express his or her honest 
sentiment on religion without saying something dis- 
gusting to those of other sects; and who is to de- 
cide what is disgusting? Why, the bigoted justices 
and jurors. f 

Comstock has now got power in New York to fine 
or imprison any man, woman, and child, and to stop 
every paper, book, or picture he pleases. I hav a 
leather button I would like to tack up over the 
speaker's desk in the New York state house to 
express my high or low appreciation of their wisdom 
or folly. I supposeif you publish this, Comstock 
will think it very disgusting and will be after me, 
but I am ready for him. I hav not been fighting the 
battle of mental liberty more than sixty years for 
nothing. Amen. Selah! J. Hacuer. 

Berlin, N. J. 


—————9-9-99——— ——— 


However unwillingly a person who has a strong 
opinion may admit the possibility that his opinion 
may be false, he ought to be moved by the consider- 
ation that however true it may be, if it is not fully, 
frequently, and fearlessly discussed, it will be held as 
a dead dogma, not a living truth.— John Stuart 
Mill, 
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A Scientific “ Religion.” 

In Tue TRUTH SEEKER of July 16th we shall begin the pub- 
` lication of a series of papers which we know will be most 
favorably received by the Freethinkers of the country—a 
series written specially for our columns by Prof. Felix L. 
‘Oswald. Professor Oswald's book, ‘‘The Secret of the 
East," has made him known to the Liberals of the country, 
and his contributions to the Popular Science MontAly, the 
North American Review, the Forum, etc., hav made him a 
solid reputation as a scientific thinker. He is also author of 
the following books published by Appleton and Lippincott: 
Physical Education, Summerland Sketches, Zodlogical 

Sketches, Household Remedies, and the Poison Problem. 

The title of the series which we shall publish is, ** The 
Bible of Nature; or, The Principles of Secularism. A Con- 
tribution to the Religion of the Future.” The purpose of the 
papers is to demonstrate the natural basis of ethics, and to 
expose the immoral tendency of the Christian religion in 
many of its tenets, such as the natural depravity dogma, 
tending to the suppression of normal instincts; the alleged 
sinfulness of unbelief, suppressing the spirit of free inquiry ; 
the imaginary duty of blind submission to established 
authorities, fostering flunkeyism and mental prostitution; 
and other-worldliness, which encourages the neglect of this 
world’s interests and duties. Against these Christian teach- 
ings, so detrimental to humanity, will be set in contrast the 
safe standards of natural religion, by showing the identity of 
duty and inclination in normal specimens of our race— 
adducing the health-protecting instincts of young children, 
their love of physical exercise, their candor, their inquisitiv- 
ness—all suppressed by the preposterous methods of our 
parsonage-plan of education. 

Each chapter will be devoted to some special maxim of a 
code embodying the condition of earthly happiness: health, 
freedom, truth, order, justice, prudence, self-reliance, 
knowledge, industry, etc. These papers are replete with 
anecdote and illustrations from history and the customs of 
foreign nations, and the author proves his positions by facts. 
To the critics of Liberalism who ask, “ If you explode their 
nonsense, what are you going to put in its place ?" this series 
will be a complete answer. The papers will continue for 
several months. . 

We would respectfully suggest that Liberals make extra 
effort to induce their Ohristian friends.to read this series, 
and become converts to The Religion of the Future. 

. i e aee 


The Missouri Chureh Scandal. 


Bishop Hogan’s exposure of the immoral character 
of some thirty priests in his (Kansas City, Mo.) dio- 
cese is causing great scandal in the church. A priest 
interviewed upon the subject said that Bishop Hogan 
would be forced to choose between resigning and 
being arraigned before the pope for violation of “a 
cardinal rule of the church.” On being asked what. 
cardinal rule the bishop had violated, the priest 
replied: “ He is guilty of a betrayal of official secrets. 
He has wittingly or unwittingly been the greatest 
enemy of his own church by letting matters get 

, abroad that must injure the church. Great dissatis- 
faction exists in the diocese, and the case will be car- 


ried direct to Rome unless Bishop Hogan resigns. 
He -has violated the church injunction of secrecy in 
all such matters.” 

This is about the most significant feature connected 
with the whole affair. It has long been a matter of 
public notoriety that priests are immoral. Now it 
transpires that if a bishop knows of scandal in his 
diocese, he is to conceal it from the outside world; 
and the interesting inquiry is at once raised how far 
his duty extends in the case of crimes committed to 
his knowledge. Must theft, arson, or murder also be 
concealed ? 

All the evidence that comes to the light goes to 
show that, besides other things, the Catholic church 
is a vast conspiracy among a lot of hypocrits to cover 
up one another's villainies. 

—_— to 
Firstly and Secondly. 

In the last days of June we received the subjoined 
circular from the American Institute of Civics, with 
the request to publish, together with such editorial 
comments as might be proper: 

**'To THE Eprror: On behalf of the American Institute of 
Civics, and in furtherance of its purposes, which are to pro- 
mote, through the agency of the school, the press, the pul- 
pit, and otherwise, the conditions essential to good citizen- 
ship and good government, it is respectfully suggested that 
on the Sunday preceding the coming anniversary of the Dec- 
laration of Independence, Christian ministers of all denom- 
inations, so far as possible, shall giv special attention in their 
services for the day to the following topics, viz.: ‘The in- 
fluence of the church as related to integrity in citizenship, 
and the duty of Christian men as citizens.’ 

** In presenting this suggestion, it is proper to say that the 
Institute of Civics represents no party or creed in politics or 
religion; that its sole purpose is to aid, as above indicated, 
in the promotion of integrity, intelligence, and patriotism, 
as essential qualifications for the right use of the suffrage; 
and that it is on this ground that it confidently seeks the co- 
operation of the pulpit, in the belief that, by united efforts, 
and without the introduction of controversial questions re- 
lated to party politics, it may exert a more powerful influ- 
ence in the formation of the individual convictions which de- 
termin the character and influence the action of American 
citizens. 

** Printed matter, which will be of interest to clergymen 
disposed to adopt the suggestions made, will be sent free 
upon application. Respectfully, 

‘Henry RANDALL Waits, President.” 

The American Institute of Civics is an association 
heavily officered by a United States Supreme Court 
chief justice and a number of gentlemen whose titles 
would fill several lines, though of what its. member- 
ship consists we do not know. This turning to the 
pulpit for aid, however, indicates either a lack of 
common sense or a purpose to build an aristocracy 
of pedantry and puritanism. 

In the first place, the proposition or subject put 
forth smacks of intolerance. Why differentiate 
Americans into sects before asking what their duty 
is as citizens? What responsibility has a Christian 
man more than an Infidel man? The manner of 
phrasing this subject looks as though the Institute 
of Civics is endeavoring to giv the Christians a chance 
to repass the resolution that the earth and the ful- 
ness thereof belong to the Lord and his saints, and 
that the present church-members are the saints. 

The subject, as the minister would say, consists of 
Firstly and Secondly. The firstly is, The influence 
of the church as related to integrity in citizenship. 
It is a fruitful theme, and all bad fruit at that. 
Church influence, so far as it affects a citizen’s 
actions, does not conduce to integrity. On the con- 
trary, it destroys honesty, justice, and equality. It 
is the influence of the church that has placed upon 
the statute books of so many states the infamous 
blasphemy laws, the unjust taxation laws, and the 
tyrannous Sunday laws. It is the influence of the 
church that makes men steal from state treasur- 
ies to support their religion; that has made them 
deprive their fellow-men of civil rights because of 
different religious opinions ; that makes them force 
upon our public schools a book filled with the most 
immoral and improbable of stories. It is the influ. 
ence of. the church that induces our legislatures to 
violate the Constitution by hiring hypocrits to pray 
in senates and lower houses, in the army and 
navy, and at nearly all government institutions. It 
is the influence of the church that has pushed men 
on to commit the greatest outrages upon liberty; 
the grossest violations of individual rights, and the 
most monstrous crimes against humanity. It was 
the influence of the church that robbed the American 
Indians of their land, without recompense; that 
made New England a prison-house for body as well 


as mind ; that drove good men into a wilderness to 
starve, and stripped virtuous women and tied them 
to carts to be whipped. It was the influence of the 
church “as related to integrity in citizenship” that 
incestuously joined the church to the state and 
robbed all men alike to feed the magistrate-ministers 
who fattened on the poverty of the early American 
settlers. It was the influence of the church that en- 
acted the colonial laws that are now a butt of ridicule 
for their imbecility and the wonder of the civilized - 
world for their ferocity. It has been the influence 
of the church through all the decades since that has 
perpetrated the cruelest acts in America’s history. 

As it was the church that hanged witches, so it is the 
church that imprisons men for not committing the 
crime of hypocrisy. It was the influence of the 
church, “as related to integrity in citizenship,” 

that put Abner Kneeland in jail, and tried to keep 

its record good with C. B. Reynolds. It was the in- ` 
fluence of the church that kept millions of human 

beings in chattel slavery, and it was the same influ- 

ence which mobbed and murdered the heroic Aboli- 
tionists. It is the influence of the church upon 
American citizens that keeps a sensual priesthood in 

power, that stifles every effort for progress, that 
robs the people of their rights, and perpetuates the 
hugest system of imposture that ever fed and 
fattened upon the ignorance of the human race. 

As related to integrity in citizenship the influence 
of the church is unmitigatedly bad. No class of men 
produces proportionately so many criminals as the 
leaders of the church—the men set apart for their 
superior sanctity—the ministers. No other body of 
men numbers so many hypocrits as the church. It 
has got so now that the most pious are the most sus- 
pected ; the loudest shouters in meeting are required 
to pay cash in advance on their purchases; and the 
longest faces are given the shortest credits. "When. 
a trusted clerk or a bank official defaults, the first ques- 
tion is, What Sunday-school was he superintendent 
of? When one woman’s husband and another man’s 
wife are missing, everybody asks, What church did 
they attend? When scandal touches a woman, the 
neighbors look askance at her pastor or her favorit 
deacon. : 

. An honest, er and virtuous Christian is looked 
upon as a little weak in the head. John Knox, and 
John Calvin, and John Wesley would be sat down 
upon hard by the nineteenth-century people outside 
of the church. Jonathan Edwards, dear old soul, 
would be called crazy. A tract pedler is looked 
upon as a bore, if he is not handed over to the police 
as a sneak-thief in disguise. The Salvation Army, 
the most earnest of all Christians, are classed with 
circuses. As related to integrity in citizenship, the 
influence of the church is directly the opposit of 
good. It is both infamous and ridiculous. 

Secondly. The duty of Christian men as citizens 
is to reform. Reformation by the wholesale would 
be the most becoming to them of any duty. They 
should reform their laws, their morals, and their ac- 
lions. Some one—was it Colonel Ingersoll?—said 
that the only good laws passed nowadays are those 
laws which repeal other laws. In this direction 
there is à world-wide space in which the church can 
do good. Let the influence of the church procure 
the repeal of those laws which the influence of the 
church has had enacted. The duty of Christian men 
as citizens is to be honest—to giv to others every 
right they claim for themselvs—and to stop tyran- 
nizing over their fellows. The duty of Christian 
men is to be less arrogant, less puritanical, less cruel, 
less anxious to control other folks. This is not a 
government of Christians, for Christians, and by 
Christians. That kind of a government was begun 
here, but they fought so savagely that Infidels like: 
Thomas Jefferson had to reconstruct the Union to 
make possible the realization of the dream of Amer- 
icans—the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness. 

It is the duty of Christian men as. citizens, and 
especially Christian ministers, to be virtuous in their 
relations to single women and other men’s wives. 
This sort of reform should begin in the pastor’s 
study and the pulpit, go down the aisles where the 
deacons sit, up to the gallery, and invade the chor- 
isters’ seats. It should be taken into the Sunday- 
schools, and welcomed at the church festivals. It 
should accompany the pastor on his calls, and the 
sisters in all their goings and comings. And when 
this reform is accomplished, the next duty of the 
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Christian citizen i8 to stay in the United States and 
not go to Canada. Let the churches be purged of 
hypocrits and time-servers, of pious frauds, and 
psalm-singing mercantil thieves. Let the gossips’ 
noses be shortened and their tongues silenced. Stop 
the gambling at church fairs, and the robbery of pov- 
erty at the church doors. Then discharge the minis- 
ters and do your guessing for yourself. 

These are a few of the duties of Christian men as 
citizens ; when they are performed the influence of the 


' church in relation to integrity will not be such an 


utterly absurd subject of discussion as it is at 


“present. 


-e 
An International Freethought Congress. 


We gladly comply with the request contained in 
the following letter from Mr. Bradlaugh: 


** 20 Cigovus Roan, Sr. Jons’s Woon, 
** Lonpon, June 14, 1887. 


“ To trae Evrror oF Tug TRUTH SEEKER, Dear Sir: I 
should be obliged if you would giv the widest publicity to 
the annexed invitation. I should be also very much pleased 
to send you special invitations to any American Freethinkers 
whose names and addresses you might furnish to me. 

** Yours sincerely, C. BRADLAUGH." 

Following is the invitation: 

* INTERNATIONAL FREETHOUGHT OONGRESS, 1887. 

** By the authority of the Council General of the Interna- 
tional Federation of Freethinkers, under the auspices of the 
National Secular Society (of which I am president), and with 
the approval and confirmation of the Freethinkers of Great 
Britain and Ireland in conference at Rochdale assembled, I 
most earnestly invite you to attend the sittings of the Inter- 
national Freethought Congress, to be held in the Hall of 
Science, 142 Old street, E.C., London, at 10:30 a.m., on Sat- 
urday, September 10th; at 11:15 A Įm., on Sunday, Septem- 


N. wa 


_ber 11th, and at 10:30 a.m., on Monday, September 12th. 


** Your early reply will be esteemed a favor. 
* CHARLES BRADLAUGH." 
: 
Different Accounts. 

“ In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” 

“The earth has been brought to its present condi- 
tion through a series of changes or progressiv for- 
mations. It has passed through a regular course of 
history or growth. There must hav been a first era, 
in which the earth was a globe of molten rock; a 
second era, in which cooling went forward until the 
exterior became solid from cooling; a third era car- 
rying forward the cooling to a temperature admitting 
the existence of the simplest forms of life; a fourth 
era commencing with the beginning of life on the 
globe.” 


“ And God made the firmament, and divided the waters 
which were under the firmament from the waters which 
were above the firmament. And God called the dry land 
earth, and the waters called he seas.” 


* Depressions for special oceanic basins would hav 


been early begun in the second era over the cooling 


and contracting sphere; and it is probable that the 
existing continental areas were defined in general 
contour in this first-formed crust, and that within 
their confines appeared the first dry land. This 
erust has since continued cooling and thickening. 
The hot and acid waters of the condensing vapors 
and the first oceans began the work of surface ero- 
sion and alteration, and of transportation and depo- 
gition." 

“And God made two great lights; the greater light to 
rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night." 

“The sun has been losing heat by radiation through 
all time." 

“The moon is a satellite of the earth, and is 
illumined by the rays of the sun." 

“ And the evening and the morning were the fourth day.” 

“The earth could no more hav existed before the 
gun, or our planetary system before the universe of 
which it is a part, than the hand before the body 
which it obediently attends." 


‘© And God said, Let us make man in our own image, 
after our likeness. And so God created man in his own 
image." 

* Man was the first ee that was abi finished on 


reaching adult growth. Man appeared in the Quat- 


ernary age. A skeleton of low grade was found in 
the small Neanderthal cave. The forehead is low, 
and the head long; the brow-ridges very prominent, 
a little ape-like ; but the cranial capacity was about 
seventy-five cubic inches.” 

** And the earth brought forth grass, and herb, and tree.” 

* Sea-weeds were the earliest plants of the globe.” 

“ And out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast 
of the field, and every fowl of the air.” - 


“The earliest species of life were aquatic, and all of 


‘of the lower vertebrates. 


them marine. The animal kingdom began with Pro- 
tozoans, then followed  Radiates, Mollusks, and 
water-Articulates; it included fishes, the lower Ver- 
tebrates, and Amphibian species. With each pe- 
riod, the progress was upward, toward a fuller and 
higher display of the system of life.” 

‘* And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground." 

“Man has developed gradually and step by step out 
The human race belongs 
to the last order of Mammals, and has undoubtedly 
developed out of a branch of this order.” 


** The creation of the world occurred about six thousand 
years ago.” 


“The earth in cooling must hav taken three hun- 
dred and fifty millions of years.” 

** The Bible is the word of God, and therefore true.” 

“The Bible account is the work of an intellect 
wise for its time, but unversed in the depth of science 
which the future was to reveal." 


The-source of one of the foregoing accounts of an 


important occurrence will be readily recognized. 


The other is the account of science. We put the 
former in small type as being of less importance. 
ee 
A Saint in Tribulation. 

The Rev. F. M. Todd, of Manassas, Va., is realiz- 
ing the truth of the prophecy of his divine master, 
“In the world ye shall hav tribulation.” Nine mem- 
bers of his church hav preferred the following charge 
against him, to wit: 

“That on the 24th of May, 1887, he was seen by one 
Robert Turner in the woods of Mr. Currie, in Prince William 
county, about two hundred yards from the road, with a lap- 
robe spread and lying down upon it with a white woman.” 

The report of the discovery caused a commotion in 
Manassas, but there were faithful adherents to the 
pastor who would not believe the darkey’s story. A 
trial of the case was inevitable, and Mr. Todd wanted 
to hurry it up. So it was given out that the pulpit 
on the next Sunday would be filled by a noted 
preacher from Washington. That brought a full 
house. At the close of the service Pastor Todd an- 


nounced that at ten o'clock to-morrow morning 


there would be a meeting of the church, when all 


persons having any charges to make against him 


were invited to present them, and that the Rev. Dr. 
Sunderland, of Washington, was expected to preside 
at the trial. 

Accordingly, at ten o'clock the next morning, the 
meeting was held, Dr. Sunderland in the chair. But 
when the accusers of the pastor were asked to pre- 
sent their charges, they refused to recognize the 
jurisdiction of such a court. Dr. Sunderland ruled 
that the point was well taken, and the consequence 
was that the case was referred to the Presbytery. 


And now it is on trial in Washington, Dr. Sun- 
derland appearing as counsel for the accused; and 


some say the selection of counsel is a wise and proper 
one, because Dr. Sunderland once underwent a simi- 
lar tribulation. 
— o 

Three New Pamphlets by Colonel Ingersoll. 

We hav put in pamphlet form the last three articles by 
Colonel Ingersoll that appeared in Tau TRUTH SEEKER. 
They are 

Tur Trura or Hisrory. This is a comment by Colonel 
Ingersoll upon the religious lies that hav been told about 
himself, and first made its appearance in these columns. 

BrsrLE Inorarry. A letter Colonel Ingersoll wrote to the 
editor of the London Secular Review. 

INGERSOLL oN MoGiyny. Being the comments and opin- 
ions of Mr. Ingersoll upon the fight in the Catholic church 


between the late pastor of St. Stephen’s and his employer, 


the pope. 
The price of each of these little pamphlets is three cents ; 


per dozen, 80 cents; per hundred, $2. 
—————— 9 ——————— 


Editorial Notes. 


Ir is reported in the daily papers that Governor Hill has 
signed the Disgusting Literature bill If this new law is 
impartially enforced, let the Christian journals, the Police 
Gazette, the American Tract Society, the publishers of dime 
novels, and the Bible House crowd look out. The Christian 
at Work’s editorial commendations of patent medicins, also, 
will hav to be toned down. 


A CHRISTIAN journal derives great satisfaction from the 
statistics of church building, which show an increase of ten 
a day. ‘In view of this deeply significant fact," it says, 
“ we may assuredly anticipate the coming time when every 
knee shall bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord, 
to the glory of God the father." Another statistical item 
going the rounds of the press—probably as true as the church 


figures—iş that saloons are increasing at the rate of forty a 


has just refused an offer of $100,000 for it. 
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‘day. -Shall we conclude from this that we may anticipate a < 
time when every knee sball wobble and every tongue get 
thick acknowledging that lager beer is lord, to the glory of 
whisky, the father of intoxicants? 


Tax Cœur d’Alene mines in Idaho were first made known 
to the public through Tae TRUTH SEEKER. A great many 
people crowded there, found no gold, and denounced the men 
who discovered the mines. Frank Reed, one of our sub- 
scribers, owns the Jim Blaine mine, in Dream Gulch, and 
He says he 
won’t sell to a psalm-singer anyway, at any price. 


QUEEN Viororta has addressed. a letter of thanks to her be- 


loved subjects for the enthusiasm they showed in celebrating 


the fiftieth anniversary of her reign. Of the jubilee she says : 


. “Tt has shown that the labor and anxiety of fifty long years, 


twenty-two of which were spent in untroubled happiness, shared 
and cheered by my beloved husband, and while an equal uumber 
were full of sorrows and trials borne without his sheltering arm © 
and wise help, hav been appreciated by my people.” 

The construction of this sentence shows that while the sun 
may always shine when Victoria comes out in person, it is 
sometimes foggy when she appears in print. 


Tars is the deep and satisfying argument for the trinity 
used by Wiliam R. Huntington, rector of Grace church, 
New York: 


“ Of the threefold personality inherent in that eternal one, we 
are given a hint in the form of the ascription under which he is 
addressed. ‘Holy, holy, holy,’is the cry of those about the throne, 
* Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and i8, and is to 
come.’ ” 


Because the crazy man who wrote Revelation said ‘‘ holy ” 
three times there are three persons rolled into one in the 
Lord! If driveling idiocy can go further than that, we do 
not want to see it. 


One plank in the Union Labor party's platform is as fol- 
lows: 

* As the continued prosperity of the community depends upon 
the physical as well as mental condition of the growing generation 
we demand that our young men shall be allowed to practice base 
ball, boating, dancing, music, and other athletic sports and 
amusements without let or hindrance by law, provided it is done 
without interference with the rights of other citizens.” 

None of these amusements being prohibited on other days, 
this plank is thought to hav reference to Sunday base ball. 
Another plank says: 

“We believe that a protectiv tariff for the benefit of American 
manufacturers and manufactures is the corner-stone of the pros- 
perity of the nation.” 

Concerning which latter declaration of faith there is room 
for a wide difference of opinion. 

eee Se 

New Jersey nowadays furnishes some queer samples of 
religious people, but perhaps no more than might be ex- 
pected when it is considered that they spring from ancestors 
as ignorant as the writer of the following ordination paper : 
* In the Name of almighty God 

** To whome it may concarn: the barer hereof Noble W Thomas 
is Premited to Preach The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ In the 
Methodist E Church 

“Being Exsamned and approved of at a Quartermeet held at the 
Branch—Freehold and Trenton Circit 

“Sign in the Name and behalf of the Conference 

* Solomon Sharp 

President of the 
“Methodist E Church 

“in the State of 

‘* New Jersey” 

There is very little about ancient Methodists to boast of, 

and the present members of that sect are worthy descendants 


of them. 


“ October the 30 1802 


Tux Christian at Work, good orthodox paper that it is, is 
shocked. It says: 

“The name of almighty God is being dragged into politics in a 
way that is as blasphemous as it is distressing. Thus a speaker at 
a temperance meeting in Detroit the other day declared, ‘ God is a 
Prohibitionist,’ and a certain A. A. Carleton, & member of the 
general executiv board of the Knights of Labor, in a speech deliv- 
ered on Sunday evening at the Knights of Labor hall in Sixth 
avenue in Pittsburgh, is reported as saying: * Christ himself, when 
he preached his Sermon on the Mount, was the first Knight of La- 
bor. Grossly irreverent and blasphemous as these declarations 
sound, they indicate a tendency on the part of the ignorant and 
irreverent to speak for Providence. The utterances may not be 
intended as irreverent, but they are so. These cranks, demagogs, 
theorists iu a small way: who assume to quote God's views on eco- 
nomic questions, should be suppressed. Two of them in sixty ' 
millions of population are exactly two too many." 

Did the editor of the Christian at Work reflect, when he 
penned this rebuke, that there are about eighty thousand 
ministers in this country, every mother's son of whom can 
tell us all about the will of God— what it is on any given sub- 
ject, and just what will happen to anyone who does not obey 
it? These ministers all speak for Providence, and are terri- 
bly familiar with his ways and will. Aud we hav even read 
in the Christian at Work very dogmatic statements of what 
God wants or does not want. Why, then, should not the 
followers of Henry George and Dr. McGlynn be allowed to 
put in their little guess? Their right isas good as that of 
any minister or pious editor, and they know just as much 
about it as anybody. 

—— —9—99— —— —— — 

Warson Hesron recently journeyed from Carthage to Jop- 

lin, Mo., to hear J. E. Remsburg. 
— € 

W. S. Bzrr's lecture engagements are as follows: Creston, 
Iowa, July 17th; Herman, Neb., 21st; Stanton, Neb., 23d, 
24th; Burnett, Neb., 25th; Clearwater, Neb., 26th; David 
City, Neb., 30th; Osceola, Neb., August 2d, 8d; Seward, 


Neb., 4th, 5th, 6th; Lowell, Neb., 8th, 9th, 10th; Plum 
Creek, Neb., 12th; Fairbury, Neb., 15th, 16th, 17th; Salem, 
Neb., 19th, 20th, 21st ; 


Palmyra, 22d, 
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Letters from friends. 


Newrort, Me., June 20, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: As one who isas interested i in the prosperity 
of your paper as anyone in the world, I earnestly protest 
against the waste of so much valuable space as D. Louis 
Bodge has on a subject he has made ‘‘as clear as mud.” 
"Who can tell what his thirty-eight lines of nonsense mean ? 
Every word of the two columns is so much space wasted. 
SEWARD MITOHELL. 


Fr. Sutty, D. T., June 15, 1887. 
Mr. Epiror: Inclosed find $2—$1 to be applied for the 
defense of Elmina D. Slenker; the other dollar for C. B. 
Reynolds's Tent fund, if you will be so kind as to receive 
funds for our champions. If the Christian fanatics succeed in 
chopping off the heads of our leaders, that will encourage 
them to attack the rank and file. Now is the time to step to 

the front with substantial aid. J. C. BLAISDELL. 


TALLAHASSEE, FLA., June 9, 1887. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $5, to be applied as directed. 
Tre TRUTA SEEKER suits me very well, all except the ridi- 
cule department. This I think will do no good, as it is put 
on now. . Those cartoons may take with a few, but I hum- 
_ bly think it lacks dignity. The cause we are advocating is 
a tremendous one, and our efforts should be in such a direc- 
tion as not to excite anyone’s disgust by want of (excuse the 
term) dignity and solidity. Remember, my dear sir, Tar 

TRUTH SEEKER is our standard and leader in Freethought. 

Gzo. A. Croom. 


EpGaRn, NER., June 18, 1887. 

Mx. Eprrog: Tinclose a draft of $3 for the Elmina De- 
fense Fund. The money has been subscribed as follows: 
J. W. VanBrunt, 50 cents; J. Branstitre, 50 cents; Nathan 
Ong, 50 cents; J. P. Nelson, 50 cents; T. B. McClellan, 50 
. cents ; T. E. Casterline, 50 cents. 

We send the &mount, though small, hoping that every 
Liberal will do likewise, believing, though ‘‘ Elmina is a 
crank on the subject of heredity," that she is honest in her 
motivs, and the true friend of humanity. 

y Respectfully, 


i HEBER Crry, June 2, 287. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav just finished reading your issue of 
May 28th, and must say I think your contributions are get- 
ting better every issue. I miss Peck’s ‘‘ Christian Absurdi- 
ties," and along comes ‘‘ Tales Told Out of School,” and as 
the saying is, ‘‘ It makes me laugh when I don't feel well.” 
Putnam's ‘‘ News and Notes" are splendid. I was sur- 
prised and pained to read the account of his narrow escape 
in Ukiah. I hav had the pleasure of hearing Mr. Putnam 
lecture, and although a man might differ from him in opin- 
ion, his bearing is such as I think ought to entitle him to the 
respect of every honest man and woman ; but as longas there 
is one true follower of the meek and lowly & person is not 
safe in advocating free speech. Hoping you may liv long to 
carry on the good work, I remain, 
Yours for universal mental liberty, 


T. E. CASTERLINE. 


ANDREW LINDSAY. 


: Newton, MoNr., June 2, 1887. 
Mr. Eprron: I consider your paper the best I ever saw. 
There are a good many Freethinkers here, but they are 
drones, as I call them. "They don't take much interest in 
knowledge. I hav tried to get them to subscribe for your 
paper, but hav not got any yet, though I think I will. I 
shall continue to try. I was trying the other day, and in the 
mean time I asked an orthodox lady if she ever got an an- 
swer to prayer, and she said she did. She then gave mea 
sample, and here it is. She said her son, ten years of age, 
was thrown off a horse and nearly killed, and she prayed 
two days for God to make him whole, but he did not, so she 
and all the church-members prayed for God.to take him 
away from earth, and her prayer was answered “Now,” 
said she, ‘would you take away my only hope?" I said, 
** No, not if you can get consolation out of that answer to 
prayer.” F. H. Loverine. 


OsaxKosm, Wis., June 10, 1887. 
Mz. Eprron : Inclosed please find $3 for one more year's 
subscription to the best paper in the world, commonly called 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER. Perhaps I may liv that long; if not, 
my wife wil appreciate it for my sake, if nothing more. I 
wish to send my regards to the person who sympathized 
with God so much; also to Si Slokum, Parson Jones, John 
Peck, and others who hav afforded me so much comfort in 
reading their contributions. I went tothe Methodist church 
a few weeks ago, and caught them taking lunch, consisting 
of the body and blood of Christ, but as they knew I was not 
a cannibal they did not offer me any. But when the meet- 
ing was nearly over, the bishop came to me and asked me 


how I did. I told him I was pretty well fora man of my 
age and disabilities. ‘‘ Are you a Christian ?” said he. ‘‘ No, 
sir,” said I. ‘“ Do you come here often?" said he. ‘ Yes, 


sir, I often drop in here to see what is going on, as it is near 
my house,” said I. '* Well, what do you think of Chris- 
tianity?" said he. *'Ilook upon it as a species of mild in- 
sanity,” said I, ‘‘for a person can be perfectly sane on all 
subjects but one, and be insane on that one.” ‘‘ Well, what 
do you think of the Bible?” said he. ‘‘ There are a great 
many good things in the Bible,” said I, ‘‘ but- whatever there 
is good in it was stolen from the pagans, and does not be- 
long to Christianity; but, taking it as a whole, I cannot 
indorse it. And since I hav been sitting here, I hav been 
pondering over what you said in the Lord’s Prayer. When 
you said the Lord’s Prayer you were praying to God, were 
you not?” ‘ Yes,” said he: ‘‘ You believe he is a good 
God, do you not?” “ Yes,” said he, ‘Then why did you 


say to him, ‘ Lead us not into temptation ?' for if he isa good 
God he would not. do it, if you'said nothing about it.” 
i Well,” said he, ‘some people construe things different 
from others.” “ But,” said I, “that is in very plain lan- 
guage, and cannot be misconstrued, and if he is a good God, 
those words are very much out of place.” Then he left me 
in quite a hurry. 

My paper comes regularly, and I enjoy it immensely. 
Long liv THE TRUTA SEEKER. Gro. M. HARE. 


, O., June 25, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: In the case of Mrs. Slenker I believe it to be 
religious persecution. I believe she has the good of human- 
ity at heart. She is a storehouse of information, and she is 
ever ready to giv it to the most humble without money and 
without price; and if she has to go to prison let us try and 
make her stay as pleasant as the case will admit. My heart 
is big, but my purse is small. What money I hav is made 
by working hard for about sixteen hours a day, excepting 
Sundays, when six hours will answer. I am a farmer. 
Milking and churning, and all other chores, hav to be done 
on Sundays the same as other days, and it is often the case 
that odd jobs in the rush of work run over till Sunday. This 
Sunday morning I was up before the sun, and out in the po- 
tato-patch applying Paris green to the plants to kill the 
bugs. God sends the bugs to destroy the potatoes. He 
never did like vegetables ; probably you remember how mad 
he was at Cain for presenting his vegetables. But the Paris 
green is more than a match for him; it lays them out by the 
millions. 

I am almost sixty years old. After following & fast loris 
all day, cultivating corri, I can hardly drag one foot after the 
other. Thus you see that what little money I hav comes by 


| the hardest work, but for all that I hav inclosed $5 in a letter 


to send to Mrs. Slenker. I hope every Liberal in the country 
will do the same. Let us show our liberality. B. M. 


New Yomr, June 20, 1887. 

Mz. Epiror: G. N. Hill writes, June 18th, as follows: 
* And as 287 years added to 1600 A.D. make 1887 years, as 
all can see, therefore no just complaint can be found,” etc. 
He started the calendar from the early part of 1600. In thc 
Investigator of July 18, 1888, he wrote tbat he began the cal- 
endar with the first day of January, 1600. It is evident 
that G. N. Hill has not learned anything since then. Now, 
it is true that 287 added to 1600 makes 1887, but can he not 
see that the year 1600 is not included in the 287 years? And 
that as he started with and from the 1st of January, 1600, he 
is therefore a year ahead in his reckoning? He wrote to 
me, as I can show, that the year 1600 belongs to the seven- 
teenth century, and as he still persists in his perverseness, all 
virtue in patience will come to an end. Let Brother Wake- 
man come to G. N. Hills aid, “gloriously, grandly,” and 
put himself on record too. 

I will hereby renew my former offer to G. N. Hill, or to 
anyone else, to wager $25 or more, the loser to pay it to the 
Liberal cause, that, starting with and from the 1st day of 
January, 1600, is to count now 1888; any editor of & reputa- 


ble daily paper, or our famed lawyer, R. G. Ingersoll, to de- 


cide the case. This dispute about the era concerns a gross 
error of fact, which is reason enough to condemn it at once. 
Besides, there has never been given one good reason. Not 
one can be named in its favor, but there are a great many 
against it. FREDK. KOEZLY. 


OVERTON, Ga., June 24, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: Though not a subscriber to TuE TRUTH 
SEEKER (I reside with my father, who has taken it since its 
first publication), I read it regularly, and think it by far the 
most truly progressiv of the Liberal papers I hav seen. 
Some editors seem to think that the addition of every new 
ism to their banner constitutes Liberalism. Your plan 
seems to be to investigate all, and adopt only those which 
lie on the true road to progress. :'Be sure you're right, 
then go ahead,” is your motto, I think. 

Aggressiv Christianity, as well as aggressiv Liberalism, 
seems to be morerife in the North than in the ‘‘ pious” South, 
as your correspondents will hav us. Our churches are filled 
as usual with women and children, and afew men who never 
read nor think of the Bible. Our preachers are as a rule a 
dull, stupid set of men. Of those I know, I can call to mind 
only one who seems to labor for the good of his hearers. 
His sermons are utterly devoid of cant, but rather plain lect- 
ures on morality and business habits. A good many of our 
ministérs are shrewd, money-making men, who scruple not 
to coin filthy lucre on the Lord’s day. 

Georgia has a few odious religious laws, but has not yet 


caught up with New Jersey. Church property is not taxed, 


and priests are exempt from poll-tax and county duties. 
Although the subject is not being agitated, Iam confident 
that the sentiment of the majority is against these disgraceful 
laws, and they will probably be repealed within a few years. 

It pains me greatly to see you publish so much reflecting 
on our people, both as to their ante-bellum and post-bellum 
habits. I cannot see that the cause of true Liberalism is 
thereby benefited. If it be true, as most Northerners seem 
to think, that we are all villains, 'tis passing strange that our 
criminal records do not show it. Now, I ask you in all 
seriousness, suppose some '' respectable ” old Southern lady 
in her dotage were to write for Taz TRUTH SEEKER a series 
of reminiscences, characterizing all Northerners as miserable 
scoundrels, would you publish her effusions? You ought 
not to, and you would not. Yet from such a Northern lady 
you print such articles, though Iam happy to see that they 
are of so contradictory a nature that no sane man can be- 
lieve them. Think of a blacksmith welding an ‘iron band 
(white hot, of course) around a negro’s neck! . Anyone who 
can swallow this for breakfast can digest the Hebrew chil- 
dren at noon, and gormandize on an everlasting hell the fol- 
lowing evening. Whether African slavery was right or 


NE EAEN 


wrong, the question has been settled for over twenty-two 
years by brute force, and I do not see how it can do any 
good to revive the subject now, especially if falsehoods are 
brought into play. As I glance through your paper, I can 
not help but think how free its otherwise fair pages would be 
from foul stains if a few more of John Brown's co-partners 
in treason had been hanged with him. 

Imerely refer to these pieces because they are perhaps 
more bitter than any other which you hav recently pub- 
lished. In a spirit of fairness, I ask you to publish this let- 
ter in order to let it be known that you hav at least one 
reader who occasionally gets tired of reading malignant 
vituperations of his state, his parents, and himself. 

Yours for true.progress, B. B. BELL. 
; BRADFORD, PA., June 15, 287. ` 

Mr. Eprror: For several years I bought two copies of 
Tux TRUTH SEEKER, and after reading gave them to friends. 
Find inclosed $8, and put me down for thirty years. Iam 
only seventy, young and healthy. I hope to liv to see the 
revolution commenced in "76 completed. Our ancestors 
broke the chains of & tyrant, but we are now struggling to 
sever the liuks of mental slavery, and for intellectual liberty. 
I must hav TuE TRUTH SEEKER under any circumstances. I 
can’t well exist without it. I read the letters with much in- 
terest, and I often look for contributions from Peck and 
Kelso. I feel like expressing my thoughts, but the Liberal 
subject, so vital to our happiness, is so vast I am at a loss to 
know where to begin or end. 

I enjoy the cartoons hugely. They blossom with the pict- 
ures of truth. I feel disappointed in not getting the argu-. 
ment in the blasphemy case. The colonel is certainly the 
greatest living orator of this age. How true when speaking 
he always says something ! 

The hotel-keepers of New York hav a realizing sense of 
their rights. A guest in a hotel any day should enjoy every 
privilege, as though living in his cottage. Why not? And 
who shall dictate to us what we shall eat and drink when in 
pursuit of life, liberty, and happiness? When the time 
comes that & big, nasty man, armed with & club, puts his 
nose into the goblet of my friend with a flourish of legal 
authority to see whether he drinks wine or sarsaparilla, I 
wish to die. 

I wish to say there are in this city many good and true 
Liberals, and many more scattered throughout McKean 
county. They are earnest Freethinkers, but they are lazily 
satisfied. Tell me how we can create enthusiasm among 
them. If worth a million, I would giv one-half to aid uni- 
versal freedom and liberty of the mind, if I could convince 
the world that this is the time and place to be bappy. 

Find $2 more. Send anything you please for distribution. 

Sincerely, O. H. WHEELER. 


AXTELL, Kan., June 12, 1887. 

Mr. Eprtor: I received three circulars from the Defense 
Association, and posted one, with clipping from Dr. Foote’s 
Health Monthly, in our post-office, with the notice that I 
would receive and forward their contributions, signing my 
name, and posted the others in stores. I had already sent 
$1 to “Aunt” Elmina, and you know that $1 is harder for 
me to spare than hundreds from others that read your paper. 
Iam not done yet. Iam getting people to read Mrs. Slen- 
ker's works, and will see that she gets more money. All of: 
our Liberals here are shocked, surprised, and hurt over her 
arrest. Where is this arresting business to end? Elmina, as 
I understand, is an opponent of free love, a true Liberal, and 
an earnest laborer in the field of true reform. She probably 
did what I would not, but she has far more ability than I, 
and if I should ever rise to her level, which is very doubtful, 
I might do just as she did. I and, in fact, most Liberals 
are sectarian, and would much rather our leaders would 


‘leave the sex question to those that are not prominent with 


us, but if anyone is persecuted for their efforts in scientific 
research, it is our duty as Liberals to helpthem. We donot 
know how soon any of us may be arrested for Anarchy, and 
tried for blasphemy, or arrested for obscenity and tried for 
Infidelity. It is getting to be a very grave matter when our 
secretary is assaulted by throwing at him a lighted lamp by 
a ‘‘respectable” member of society, and when all of the 
power and genius of Ingersoll cannot prevent a verdict of 
guilty for blasphemy, and when a lady of more purity than 
all of the orthodox churches in this land ever possessed is 
hunted down, and her good name, her happiness, and her 
liberty taken from her. 

We of the Axtell Liberal Union talk of putting up an 
ice cream and lemonade stand on the Fourth, and giving to 
all that are approachable a badgc of red, white, and blue, 
with our ‘trinity, Axtell Liberal Union, and hoist the stars 
and stripes with a streamer containing our motto, ‘ Uni- 
versal Mental Liberty;” and each one is to be a committee 
of one to secure recruits to sign our constitution and read 
and subscribe for Taz Trura SEEKER. We think a barrel of 
lemonade given away will giv us more popularity, and. 
power, and good fellowship than to hire the best lecturer in. 
the field for one hundred lectures. I recommend all Liberal 
societies to try it.. Five hundred persons in a crowd of 
twelve hundred with a badge on with the words, “ Axtell ` 
Liberal Union,” will show our editorsand the sky-pilots that 
we are not to be spit upon with impunity. We wil then be 
80 we can demand that a tribute to Thomas Paine must be 
on the program in the future. Most people say I am too out- 
spoken. I cannot help it. I am honest; I am sincere. I 
would rather hav the open hatred of the enemies of reason 
then to fondle around and hav no true, warm friends. I hay 
one faculty, however, that is to my benefit. I make them 
laugh. A smile doesn’t answer me. I like a good, hearty 
laugh, and in our “‘literaries” they are so used to it that 
they often commence when I arise. We should all learn 
that ‘ vinegar will not catch flies.” We hav sixty Farmers 
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Alliances in this (Marshall) county. Ihope that Comstock 
will arrest the publishers of Tume TRUTHS SEEKER and the 
Boston Investigator now. It wil be the grandest boom for 
free speech that was ever heard of. E. W. Miner. 


Sr. ANTHONY, I4., June 18, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: I send you the names of some Liberals, to 
whom please send your valuable paper. 

It just happened by chance that I saw your paper and sub- 

` geribed. -I would not be without it for double iis price. It 
voices my sentiments to a dot. I think well of the cartoons 
—think it is good work in the right place. 

I should like to hear from you longer and stronger on the 
public school question. We need no dogma or ‘superstition 
taught the young. Text-books need a reform, especially 
primary readers and histories. Iam a teacher in the public 
schools, and hav long noticed and fought the tendencies of 
text-books to develop religion and politics. It is a para- 
mount question to Liberals that school books should be free 
from all religious superstitions. Teachers in this state are 
prohibited by law from teaching religion. Still it is done. 
Reading the Bible, praying, singing hymns, etc., are carried 
on by some teachers. . 

Two years ago, when I accepted my present position, I 
found that Bible-reading, etc., had been practiced by. my 
predecessors, and some dissatisfaction was expressed at first 
when it was discontinued, but a ten-minutes’ talk on some 
scientific subject soon filled the requirements, and to-day 
neither students nor patrons would hav us fall into the old 
line again. J. F. REED. 


Larsror, Mo., June 6, 287. 
Mr. Epiror: As I hav quit Hamilton I therefore request 
youto please send my paper to the above address and 
oblige. Now Iwish also toi m you that this is one of 
the most godly little cities I ever struck, having a population 
' of about 1,500,six great joss-houses,and a corresponding num- 
ber of long-faced gospel-cardrivers, sky-pilots, spook-dealers, 
etc., and variously designated (by the faithful) as priests, 
preachers, and true servants of the Lord, etc., and not an 
Infidel in the place, that I know of, excepting myself. There- 
fore I think I am justly entitled to the condolence of all lib- 
eral-minded men and women, especially the latter, as we are 
single, of the male gender, and on the market; and we 
would also solicit the Truth Seeker Company’s daily and 
nightly prayers, ¢.¢., if they should happen to hav on hand 
any of that commodity, to the throne of grace (humanity) 
that we may hold out faithful to the end for the cause of the 
genus homo (not God), to stir up the dry bones of old cor- 
rupt orthodoxy, get them to read and subscribe for one of 
the best papers in the world—Tue Trurn SrkkER—the true 

saver of mankind.” Fraternally yours, Levi Cuore. 
P.8.—I will inclose $1, for which please send me *' Little 
Lessons for Little Folks,” 40 cents; ‘‘ Two Little Red Mit- 
tens,” 10 cents; ‘‘ The Outcast,” 30 cents; ‘‘The Fathers of 
Our Republic,” 15 cents, and “ A Lay Sermon,” 5 cents. 
: L. C. 


McNrPzLIER, IND., June 10, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: I feel like praising the cartoons in general, 
and the picture of Thomas Paine in particular. 

I made good use of what Paine had done in his life in 
reprimanding the editor of a small paper for publishing Tal- 
mage’s sermon in which he rehashed the miserable lie of 
Paine’s awful death, and compared Colonel Ingersoll, and 
Infidels in general, with something bad. It just suited me to 
tell what Paine. did that the world now acknowledges as 
meritorious. 

The evolution of human liberty would be an excellent sub- 
ject for an essay—religious bigotry, tyranny, arrogance, and 

“persecution on the part of those in power, and self-sacrifice, 
martyrdom, suffering for the sake of truth and justice by the 
reformer. For instance, the Albigenses were murdered and 
exiled, John Huss and Jerome of Prague burnt at the stake, 
and the persecuted Hussites, Taborites, Waldenses, and 
others made way for Luther’s great reformation, denying 
the supremacy. of the pope, claiming the right of private 

. judgment, and building up the creeds and dogmas of Calvin- 
ism. Then comes the Quaker and decides that when an ap- 
parent contradiction appears in the holy scriptures we should 
accept the doctrin that givs God the most exalted character ; 
that God is no respecter of persons ; that all may be saved by 
accepting Jesus as the means of redemption, and in church 
capacity all are equal. Thomas Paine’s parents were 
Friends, and he doubtless was well educated in religious 
matters, and only had to take a step to be where he was 
in politics and religion. WILLIAM ALLEN. 


Fonp pu Lao, Wis., June 2, 1887. 

Mr. Eprrog: I judge from Mr. Heston's work that he is 
reading the Bible, and by the time he gets through, and 
spreads his thoughts as he progresses so that men and women 
may see as well as read the old history of the human family, 
many may be prepared to read some paper or article not 
headed ‘‘Christian.” A very good man said to me a few 
days since that he thought the Christian churches had been 
of some advantage to the human family. Isubmitted to him 
a few tests. I referred him to the report of the warden of 
the Wisconsin state prison for 1879: ‘‘ Religious instruc- 
tion. Baptists, 4; Catholics, 44; Campbellites, 1; Chris- 
tian, 1; Congregationalist, 1; Episcopalian, 1; Lutheran, 
18; Methodists, 88; Protestant,4; Presbyterian, 6; Shakers, 
.9; Universalists, 1; Unitarian, 2; No religion, 10. Totals: 
Religious, 120; No religion, 10.” For 1880: Protestant, 78; 
` Catholic, 31; Jew, 1; No religion, 11.” For 1882: ‘‘ Prot- 
estant, 106; Catholic, 58; No religion, 21.” Then I referred 
him to your report of sixty-two prisons, and he admitted 
that those reports were stubborn facts, and he had not con- 
sidered it with these facts in view. Then I referred him to 
Professor Billinge's work of the “Crimes of Preachers,” 


| ton can lay Talmage in the shade. 


' will close and giv some other contributor room. 


wherein he shows from his list of the crimes of preachers 
and the census of the United States that the crimes of 
preachers are nearly five times as many in one thousand as it is 
in one thousand of the people, the preachers excluded. Then 
I referred him to the late move on the part of the Episcopal 
and Catholic churches to destroy our common school system 
and reduce women to ancient bondage, and I remarked that 
the only good the human. family had ever derived from 
so-called Christianity was what had been obtained by asso- 
ciation, and what little had been got in an educational point 
after being obliged to-do their own sifting, and I thought if 
all church-members could hav had clear-cut associations, all 
dogmas and church themes left out, our calendar of crimes 
would be very much improved. I am glad Mr. Reynolds 
has got through. De W. C. Prizst. 


Havana, ILL., June 24, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: As I am a regular reader of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, I thought I would contribute a mite to its columns. 
Iam an admirer of your paper, and would not do without 
it. Myself and partner, Mr. L. P. Weaber, are millers, so 
we take THE TRUTH SEEKER together. I think Watson Hes. 
Mr. Heston represents 
the Bible as I understand it by reading the book. But Tal- 
mage, and all other sky-pilots, only tell us the good and omit 
the bad. As I am a Bible reader and church attendant, 
I know these so-called ministers, or gospel agents, are 
** choicey " in selecting their texts. 

We hav an opportunity of hearing a thin sermon every 
month. Our minister tries his best to explain the scriptures, 
but he has only three sermons perfect, viz.: ‘‘Baalam and 
his Inspired Donkey," ‘‘The Prodigal Son," and ‘“ Christ 
and him Crucified.” No matter where he selects a text, he is 
certain to hop on one of the subjects named. We hav some 
fine arguments with the Christians and ex-Christians, and 
those non-converts who think they will be Christians. I hav 
read ‘‘ False Claims,” and the Jersey heresy case. Please in- 
form your readers how it is that G. S. Baldwin, the copy- 
righter, prefaced the blasphemy pamphlet. in such a disgust- 
ing manner, viz.: ‘‘ His [Ingersoll’s] Client is a Very Foolish 
Person,” ‘The ex-Clergyman’s Ribald Pamphlet,” etc. 
Please correct Mr. G. 8. Baldwin’s error. As we are Liberals, 
we think Mr. Belwin is a little orthodox. He certainly 
gathered up newspaper reports in order to swindle the pub- 
lic. Fearing I am using too much of your space and time, I 


l : J. A. REED. 
[Mr. G. S. Baldwin’s pamphlet isa spurious version, and we 
do not understand by what authority he has copyrighted it. 
The sensational titles were no doubt intended to please the 
religious public. Being made up of newspaper reports, his 
pamphlet is beyond question what our correspondent im- 
plies—a swindle on the public. We do not know what Mr. 
Baldwin’s religious views are, but his methods would indi- 
cate that he is orthodox.—Ep. T. 8.] 


New Era, Miom., June 15, 287. 

Mr. Epiror: Please tell brother J. R. Perry, of Wilkes 
Barre, that here is another ten dollars to put with his for a 
test case, but I want one thousand tens, and that will shake 
Christian ideas from the base to the capital of this stupend- 
ous monument of superstition and ignorance grown arro- 
gant with age. One thousand tens will strike the tap-root— 
the traditionary pineal gland inside the circle of Willis—and 
deaden the whole system. 

When I want to kill a bear I don’t snip a piece off the end 
of his nose, or jerk out one of his claws, or slice two hairs 
from the end of his tail. 
vital points, and we are not ignorant of the means by which 
Bruin can, with no danger to ourselvs, be blotted out. Let 
us (as Liberals intelligently true to our own best interests) 
act on the offensiv awhile and see how it will work. Stop 
skirmishing ; do as Hood did at Nashville, concentrate our 
forces, and cut our way through or die. We hav our gen- 
eral and his engineers, and subalterns, Ingersoll, Wakeman, 
Seaver, Watts, Underwood, Monroe, Slenker, Colman, Stan- 
ton, Severance, et al. 

Let us put the sinews of war in their hands, and if they 
prove untrue on all the general ethical principles which con- 
cern us (as Freethinkers in all the term means) most, then in 
committee of the whole let us take a rope and hang them 
higher than Haman. I hav been so cut up myself fortwenty 
years past—ostracized, my motivs utterly misconstrued, even 
murder attributed to me (which, however, is the lot of all 
physicians), and always with Christian bitterness, never by 
Spiritualists or Freethinkers—that somehow I feel the per- 
secutions of evolutionists more than I would otherwise. 


| Organization is needed, coöperation next, concentration of 


financial force next, on the powers that be, with a definit 
understanding from the first that this is no boy's job. 
Excuse my vehemence! The old soldier will come up 
sometimes as of old when I hear the rebel yell as I heard it 
at Atlanta and Franklin, and other hard-fought battles no 
more vital in their results and necessities than what we, as 
Liberals, should fight for to-day. Please tell Mr. Perry I 
look through the same glasses. Jons M. Logan, M.D. 


Sr. Lovis, Mo., June 20, 1887. 
Mr. Epiror: Often I hav taken the pen and written page 
after page with the intention of sending it to you for publi- 
cation, but always found some fault or another and thought 
it unworthy and uninteresting for the readers of your valn- 
able paper. 
First, I would like to ask youor any of the readers to 


| answer me the question: Is it correct that the United States 


Congress has voted $10,000 for building a Roman Catholic 
church at Fort Leavenworth? I can’t think that the mem- 
bers of this body would nav done an act so contrary to the 
Constitution. I read this in one of those magnificent and 


strawheaded-edited Battle Creek baptism papers. Another: crime of blasphemy. 


dations for strangers are not sufficient. 


Science (natural) has shown us. 


wonderful publication is the War Cry of the Salvation Army. 
To save my life I cannot find a sensible passage or sentence 
from the first to the last words. This army is a company: 
formed out of old minstrel and circus people, together with 
criminals, drunkards, runaway girls, all too lazy to do any- 
thing honest; but cranks won’t die out. In my opinion all 
these saints ought to be brought to the workhouse for ninety 
days or longer. . 

St. Louis is a pretty but very dusty city, with some very 
fine parks, botanical, and zoólogical gardens. The public 
library contains some extra good books, but the accommo- 
The reading-room 
is filled with signs prohibiting smoking, talking, and wear- 
ing the hat, etc., but, nevertheless, it is a better one than 
none. Still, I expected more for St. Louis, as the one. in 
Cleveland, O., is much better, in my opinion, and St. Louis 
has so many more inhabitants than Cleveland. I hav not 
found out as to whether there is a Secular Union here or not. 
Never heard anything of it since I hav been here. 

Sometime ago I made a trip down South along the grand 
father of waters, the Mississippi, which I enjoyed very much. 
I think there is no better way to learn something about the 
country than a trip along the river. One thing that I noticed 
which I had not known before was the treatment of the 
crew of negroes on board of the boat. I hav traveled over 
parts of Europe, and hav been in many states of the Union; I 
hav seen people work hard to make a living, but I never saw 
such an immense amount of labor done in such a short time 
for such a small pay—$1 per day and living. The first mate 
would help them—with a club—if they were exhausted and 
tired. Some of them I saw fall down with cramps, but no 
pity from the side of the officers. Work, work, and work, 
or die! At a small place above Cairo about a dozen of them 
ran away and forfeited the money they were to get. 

FreD. L. HOFFMANN. 


LoweLL, Mass., June 12, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: We Infidels all hav a work to do, and a work . 
which none can do but ourselvs. It is the elevation of the 
race, and its complete emancipation from the mental Slavery 
which religion imposes upon its devotees. Superstition 
is the great bane and curse of this world, overtowering and 
overtopping all others. Who shall slay the monster? Let 
each one do his part. 

It should be our aim to elevate our own being to a higher 
plane of physical existence. The moral man, as D’Holbach 
says, ‘‘is nothing more than this physical being considered 
under & certain point of view ; that is to say, with relation to 
some of his modes of action, arising out of his particular 
organization.” And he defines the physical man ‘‘as he who 
acts by causes our senses make us understand. The moral 
man is he who acts by physical causes with which our 
prejudices preclude us from becoming acquainted.” 

To elevate the race man must study nature, meditate upon 
her, and conform to her laws. The supernatural, what is it? 
A chimera, a delusion which for ages has chained the mind 
of man in slavery; which has caused him to think only ina 
given rut; to cringe in the dust like a serf before an omnipo- 
tent czar; and for his sake to hate wife and children, and to 
trample under foot the tenderest and sweetest impulses of 
humanity; to deluge the earth with blood and turn it into a 
vast charnel-house. Once, aye, and for ages, until Liberal- 
ism 'tore the bloody scepter from its grasp, the Christian 
church, with fiendish heart and unpitying eye, burnt at the 
stake myriads of the pure, the brave, the true, nature’s 
noblemen, who dared defy her power and scorn her author- 
ity. Liberalism has done its work, but not its perfect work. 
The snake is only scotched, not killed. Even now she is 
trying to hunt out a heretic to prosecute for blasphemy ! 
The firebrand is dead; but the infernal spirit which lit it still 
livs in heart and brain. The hyena is perfectly harmless 
when caged. We must cage the church. 

Now a word as to the every-day duties of Liberals. We 
should ‘all own a good stock of Liberal books; they are our 
weapons in debate. They sow the seeds of common sense 
and reason in the minds of our children, and besides we need 
them to read ourselvs. ‘The brain must hav mental food. 
Giv it the right kind, the kind that nature's teachings furnish. 
Buy the works of Paine, D'Holbach, Ingersoll, Graves, Ben- 
nett, etc. Then lend them to your inquiring neighbors, but 
not, perhaps, to the ultra-orthodox, who would start a bon- 
fire with them, as that would be casting pearls before swine. . 
And every Liberal should take, and pay for promptly, at 
least one Liberal paper. Tue Taura SEEKkER is worth four 
times what it costs. Keep it paid for in advance. Bad bills 
are the rocks on which most Liberal papers are shipwrecked. 
Organize a Liberal society. Don’t say, I can’t—there’s no 
such word in the dictionary. United we stand. In union 
there’s strength. Under the term Liberals I include Spirit- 
ualists, Materialists, Agnostics, Deists, Atheists, and radical 
Unitarians. We are all Liberals, or Secularists, if you like 
that word better. We all stand upon the common platform 
of Freethought, free speech, and a free press. Our creed is 
broad, universal mental liberty; we can all stand upon that, 
too. Weare all opposed to sectarianism, superstition, and 
bigotry, also to priestcraft. Then let us unite, organize, and 
work for the triumph of the Nine Demands of Liberalism. 
It is not necessary to hire a hall—meet once & week in each 
others parlors. Let half a dozen Liberals get together and 
elect a chairman, and for one year. Read a lecture to be 
followed by ten-minute speeches. For singing books the 
“Truth Seeker Collection," and Kneeland’s ‘‘ National 
Hymns,” are both admirable. We don’t want any Methodist 
religion ; but a little of their zeal, well secularized, wouldn't 
go amiss, brother. 

The Constitution of the United States is menaced. Lib- 
erty is but a name in New Jersey, in which Christian bigots 
gag free speech, and where a dozen jackasses, presided over 


by the ‘missing link,” convict a man of the unmeaning 
JosEPH A. WILSON, 
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Childrens Corner. 


Edited by Muss Susan H. Wixow, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
_this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Birds, Berry-beds, and Cats. 


The berry-blooms are white as snow, 

And corn-field furrows, row oD row, 
The plowshare turns; 

And blackbirds in their friar coats 

Hav offered us the shrillest notes 

From oh, how many golden throats ! 
When day returns. 


The berry-blooms are falling now, 
And birds on every bended bough 
This very morn 
Sat watching, with their crested heads 
Of sober browns or wrathful reds, 
Tne changing of the berry-beds 
In thievish scorn. 


But now the Maltese cat appears, 
With half-grown kits—the pretty dears— 
All creeping low, 
And flying fast across the sward, ` 
Each hungry cat and boasting bird, 
Each asking each the self-same word, 
“ What scared you 80?? 


Come here, defeated kitty-cats; 
Your poor hearts beat such pit-a-pats, 
Ipity you ; 
But vanquished birds feel war's fierce stings, 
And though you chase the saucy things, 
Touch not a one of all their wings, 
Black, white, or blue. 
Frenchtown, Neb. Mary Barrp-Fincg. 


Mother’s Girl. 


She sits securely by my side, 
My bonny little lass. 

The world is cold, the world is wide, 
I let thé cold world pass ; 

With Mary smiling up at me - 

I care not what the world may be. 


She looks into my faded face, 
My bonny little lass, ` 
But does not see the wrinkled place 
Where Time’s rough footsteps pass ; 
She measures me by love's own rule, 
And thinks ** mamma is beautiful.” 


She asks me many curious things, 
My bonny little lass : 
* Be angels shaking out their wings ?" 
She says when snow showers pass. 
Ikiss her happy face and say, 
** Angels hav surely passed this way.” 


She looks at me with serious eyes, 
My bonny little lass; 
Right up to mine the sweet thoughts rise 
That through her lashes pass. 
She pats my cheek, with smile and nod, 
And softly asks, * Does you know God?” 


And though I cannot answer her, 
My bonny little lass, 
Queer little questions quaintly stir 
The rippling words that pass: 
“Ts God a Quaker? ’cause, you know, 
He thee’s and thou’s the verses so.” 


She holds her head against my heart, 
My bonny little lass; 
Her eyelids droop, her tired lips rest, 
Her thoughts to dreamland pass ; 
While bending down to kiss that curl, 
I hear her whisper, “ Mother's girl !” 
—Julia H. May. 
tO 


Qur Puzzle Box. 
. 1.—REBUS. 


Six scripture names (masculin). 


2.—0HARADE. 


Here is Bunny, and 'tis funny 
How the wagging of his jaw 

Hid impose bis joke on Moses 
In the old Levitic law ; 

And you'll view him if near to him, 
While that ** chestnut ” still he chews, 

As he'd scoff at law, God, prophet, 
Still defying Jewish stews; 

Tho’ regarded and recorded 
As a ruminant complete, 

Yet as proven—hoofs uncloven— 
He gets out by four whole feet. 


Next I bring you, and I ring you, 
For that ‘‘ chestnut ” what I should; 

For Lepus, reap us cheap as Nepos— 
You don't really chew your cud ; 

So bring it, spring it, ring it sing it— 
Leporin jokes are understood. 


Now the whole is just a solace, 
Flora’s gift of heavenly hue; 
Just a token that seems broken 
From the vast cerulean blue; 
"Tis creation’s revelation 
Of the beautiful and true. 
© d. K. P. BAKER. 


Ln 
A truth. 
ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'8 CORNER 
. JUNE 25, 1887. 
1.-Turn the picture upside down and see 
him. 2.-Monad. 8.-Elephants and car trains 
bear their trunks on before. 


Correspondence. 


Sr. Joans, ILL., June 21, 1887. 

Drar Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write to the Children's Corner. W. 8S. Bell 
lectured here last night in the colored school- 
house. Grandpa and grandma and I went to 
hear him lecture. He delivered a good lect- 
ure. Mr. Bell stayed at our house, and he is 
&wful funny. He has lots of puzzles. He 
puzzled me with them. I am nine years old. 
I read in the Fourth Reader. I study spell- 
ing, arithmetic, geography. Please, marm, 
if you think it worth it, publish this. 

Yours truly, ARABULA HALL. 

P.S.—The pictures in Tug TRUTH SEEKER 
make me laugh. That monkey is too funny 
for anything. | 

W. Surron, June 26, 1887. 

To THE EDITOR or THE CHILDREN’s CORNER: 
I commend most heartily your invitation to 
all citizens to unite in making the coming an- 
niversary of our national independence a 
national gift holiday for the children and 
youth of our country. It has been the fash- 
ion, of late, in some quarters, to attempt to 
belittle the day, and to talk slightingly of the 
“stilted oratory,” as it was termed, when 
eloquent men rehearsed the noble deeds 
wrought by our patriotic grandsires. 

That day commemorates an event—and 
other events sequent thereto—more closely 
allied to the welfare of the human race than 
any other human action or event. Let then 
the patriotic fires of the fathers be rekindled 
in the hearts of the youth, there to burn with 
unquenchable ardor until injustice, usurpa- 


| tion, and tyranny shall be swept into an ob- 


livion that knows no resurrection. 
| J. WATERS. 

[The above was received too late for publi- 
cation last week, but the sentiment and char- 
&cter of the article make good reading all the 
year round. We would like all who ob- 
served our national holiday as a gift-making 
season to send their names to the Children's 
Corner for publication, with an account of 
their proceedings.—Ep. C. C.] 


Science Column, — 


A Very Little Flea. 


Most of you hav seen fleas, especially you 
who own a dog, for the common flea is a 
parasite of the dog. 

What is a parasite? Why, it is a creature 
that livs the whole or a part of its life upon 
the body of another, and gets all its food 
from it. 

The flea is a very agil animal, dark-brown 
in color, small, and remarkable for its 
hopping powers as well as its sharp and 
nipping bite. It belongs to a class known as 
the hopping diptera. It has a quick eye, and 
sees you, when you are hunting for him, be- 
fore you see him, and with one bound he has 
evaded your search. As the Irishman said, 
“When you put your finger on him, he is 
not there !” 

The flea is quite an interesting fellow, and 
although he is so very little, he can make 
himself extremely troublesome and annoying. 
He has a long tongue and a double upper 
jaw, quite firm and hard, and also a double 
upper lip. He has three pairs of jointed 
legs, and long double claws; little rings, ten 
in number, lap over his body, like scales on & 
fish. His two hind legs hav several joints, 
and are so long that he can leap a surprising 
distance without any seeming effort. His 
outer case, or covering, is tough and hard. 
Fleas are quick-witted, and perfect little 
torments. They are very troublesome to 
some animals, especially to dogs, as told you 
in the commencement, but the Dalmatian 
insect powder will effectually destroy them 
by being shaken freely upon the animal. 

When very plenty they attach themselvs to 
human beings, and their bite makes a fearful 
itching sensation. In some countries they 
abound in great numbers, and bite the people 
all day and all night—as in Turkey, Germany, 
Italy, and South America. 

The jigger, or sand flea, is another variety 
found in the sand and abounding near the 


sea-shore, 


‘A. flea in the ear” isa common expres- 
sion, and means to hint at something un- 
pleasant, or to put a person on guard against 
some enemy, or the evil doings of another. 

It has been said that the flea could be 
trained, and that a man once did train some 
fleas to perform several little tricks. The 
two tricks with which the people are most 
familiar, however, are the biting and hopping 
tricks. S. H. W. 


QuzsTIONS;—Tell the meaning of parasite. De- 
Scribe the flea. Name the class it belongs to. 
Describe the search for one. What peculiarity 
hav its hind legs? What will destroy them? -In 
what countries do they abound? Is there more 
than one kind of flea? What is the meaning of 
“a flea in the ear?” Can the flea be trained? 
Did you ever see a flea? Does the above sketch 
agree with your own ideas? 


e $9 — — — — 
Jokes of the School-room. 

A five-year-old boy returned from his first 
day at school not quite satisfied with his 
teacher. ‘‘ Why,” he said, ‘‘she kept asking 
questions all the time. She even asked how 
many two and two are.” 

This was written on the fly-leaf of a book 
on moral science: ‘‘ If there should be an- 
other flood, for refuge hither fly; though all 
the world should be submerged, this book 
would still be dry.” — : 

Asan Austin teacher was calling the roll, 
he had just come to the name of Robert 
Smith, when Robert threw open the school- 
room door on a run, and called out, ** Here!” 
* Robert," said the teacher, gravely, * you 
must not answer to your name unless you are 
here.” É 

** Henry, you are such a bad boy that you 
are not fit to sit in company of those scholars 
on the bench. Come up here and sit by me,” 
exclaimed an exasperated teacher. 

** Professor," said a graduate, trying to be 
pathetic at parting, “I am indebted to you 
for all that I know.” ‘‘Pray don't mention 
such a trifle,” was the not very flattering 
reply. 

* Now you see how the power is applied 
in this machine,” said the professor, as he 
started the machine referred to, and added, 
** It is turned bya crank.” Then he won- 
dered why the class smiled. 

The youthful idea of school has many illus- 
trations. ‘‘ Where are you going?" “ To 
school.” ‘What do you go for?” ‘To 
wait for school to let out."— Youth's Com- 
panion. 


REDUCED FO $1.09. 
THE STORY HOUR. 
A Book for Children and Youth, 
BY MISS SUSAN H. WIXON. 

Over .a hundred fine illustrations. 


FREETHOUGHT 5^OVEILS, 


The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonnell. 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story.. From the London edition. By 
‘Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 


30 cents. 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. € 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature, Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perepienity I was pad prepared to ex- 

ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 


‘rom so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, | 


whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethoughtranks." Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. By Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. The Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children's Story-Book everissued. 66 full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heavy 
toned paper, broad margins, illuminated 
covers; 4to. 224 pp. bds., $1. 


Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 


' the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 


e Young Folks. By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for pome masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
Becond hàs been issued ata reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very 
much to the value of the volume. 

By 


Te Youth's Liberal Guide. 


Prof, H. M. Kottinger, A.M. Price; $1.00, This 
volume aims at the education of youth in the 
principles of Freethought, at the same time 
hat it inculeates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense. ddress THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 


vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions, 
with numerous references and citations, that 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
oiner propositions in tbe game book, Price 
I5 cente, oe TM : 


THE WATCH 0F THE FUTURE. 


The new, latest improved 14 karat filed gold . 
watches. are the best and most durable in the 
world for little money. | Prices again reduced. 
Seven jewels, $25; 11. jewels, $27.50 ; 15 jewels, $30. 
Same, adjusted to heat and cold, $34, Ladies’, 7 
jeweled, $20 ; 11, $22; 15, #28; with giass inside cap, 
$3 less; Louis XIV. style, $3 more; all best Ameri- 
can hunting stem-winders; open face, gold cap, 
$3 less; open screw case, $5 less; all cases accom- 
panied by manufacturer’s and my guarantee for 
ROF years. Above movements in 8 ounce silver 
cases, $13 less; 4 ounce, $12 less; 5 ounce, $10.50 ; 
and 6 ounce, $9 less. All guaranteed one year and 
sent prepaid, if on line of American Express 
office or per registered mail, subject to approval, 
and cash refunded if not satisfactory. 

H WORK 


Send me your watches to be repaired. Inclose 
$1 for cleaning; springs, $1; jewels, $1, and I will 
return in perfect order prepaid. Best spectacles 
or eyeglasses in the world, $1, prepaid in case.' 
Send line finest print you can read 14 inches from 
eyes without glasses. OTTO WETTSTEIN; 
Rochelle, Ill. 

Agents wanted to sell my beautiful Freethought 
badge-pins and charms, and to send watch work 
inlots. Liberal discounts. ` 


P ry r] 5 | | 
—0-— 

A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Obdserver’s slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 

ican Revolution. Oontaining 


both the slanders and 
their refutation. 
BY ROBERT Q. INGERSOLL. 
—o— 
The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 


Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. 


TOGETHER WITH 
A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 
A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
l bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine's | 
dying moments attributed to: Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi-. 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 
"Spp. Price 15 cents. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


IS THE COD OF ISRAEL 
. THE TRUE GOD? 


The Narrativ of the Five Books of Moses, 
Joshua, and Judges, and the 
New Testament. 


By Israel W. Groh. 


Price 25 cents. Address 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


Address 


OR, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy | 
' BY 
H.J. SEIGNEURET, 
Secularist. 


Price, z E - ` 10 cents. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER 
DEATH IMPROBABLE. 
By L. R. SMITH. 


Pamphlet, 32pp., 12mo, - Price, 10 cents. 
Published and for sale by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY 


HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS ANT 
^. FORSELF-INSTRUCTION. 


By Prof R W,Cottinger, A.M. 


This book is just what the busy world of to-day: 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2,000 
years B.C., on up to 1883, all in a nutshell.—ZEimina, 
Stenker. s : 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy: 
an important place; in the family it would be no 
less important, as conveving information that alli 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Wixon. 

Mr. Cottinger’s intentions in writing this book: 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable; it may 
be commended as fulfilling its purpose of a con~ 
cise and interesting historical text-book.—Miwat- 
kee Sentinel. 


PRICE, CLOTH, $1.50, 
. For Schools in Quantities, $1.50. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


OR, 
Men of Business Who Did § thi Besi 
Making Money. A Bookfor Young Ausus t 
BY JAMES PARTON, 
$1.25, 


Price, - - - - - 
. 38 Lafayette Place, New York, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
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Ingersolls Works. 


ihe Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
** Humboldt,” “ Thomas Paine,” ** Individual- 
ity,” and “ Heretics and Heresies,” 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: “ Theo Ghosts," “Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” **'The Declaration of In- 
dependence," ‘About Farming in Illinois," 
©The Grant Banquet," ‘Tho Rey, Alexander 
Olark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like a 

oe Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll.” 

Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 

"cloth, $1.25, 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. 


What Must We Do to Be Saved t. Pa- | 
By R. G.. 


per, 25 cents. Ji 
The Christian Religion. 


Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah §. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 

Ingersoll Cateehised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the Sqn Franciscan. 5 cente; 50 
cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $2. 
Millions of these should be circulated. 


Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll Price, 15 cents, 


i8. 
Address on the Civil Rights Bil. 


Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents, 
Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 
Bound in one volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr. Ingersoll's works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on ''Ortho- 
doxy," bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
. price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 
Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s *'fribute to 
8 Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banauet Toast,” and the recent address over 
“Little Harry Milier’s Grave,” that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
blo for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
to any address, for 50cta, or either one for i5cts. 
Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book isa gem. It ig a modelin eyery re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best over issued. . It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated ** Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “ tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures; letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versations of the author, The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
& rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
urpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ac simile, has been prepared especiaily for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and aide, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, oxquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


Life. A Prose Poem. Printed in 


eolors on board, beveled gilt.edges. 50 cents. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
poudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents. 
. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


J. E. Remsburg's Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
. Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
"Ehe Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman’s Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
„Church and the Republic. . 

Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars of 
Conquest and Extermination; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Gukinaness to Children; Cruelty to Animals ; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities, 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is.the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
. Babbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sun ay Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
abb ath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 
abbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 25 cents; six copies, $1.00. 
‘Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the stor 
of the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lead. 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. COhoive extracts from “ Common Sense,” 
“ American Crisis," “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason " are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 3 
Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
6 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 
The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Frec- 
thinkers’ Convention, January 99, 1884. Price, 


10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


myMedical Compound and Improved NE 

lastic Snpporter Pruss in /rom 30 to S 
90 days. Reliable references given, Send 
stamp for circular, and say in what papet 
you saw my advertisement. Address Capt: 


W, A. Collings, Smithville Joiferson Co, N. Ze 
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WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 

Was Jesus an Impostor? A debate between a 
Scotch novelist, Agnes Rollo Wilkie, and Arthur 
B. Moss. The best conducted debate of modern 
times. 180 pp., 25 cts. The Mirror of Fi 
thought. 50 cts. The Bible and Darwinism. 
25 cts. Biblical Errors and Secular Truths. 25 
cts. Two Revelations. 5cts. Bible Horrors; or, 
Real Blasphemy. 5 cts. Bible Makers. 5 cts. 
Bible Saints—Nos. 1,2, and 3. Each 5 cts. Moses 
vs.Darwin, bcts. Socrates, Buddha, and Jesus. 
Scts. Christianity a Degrading Religion. 5 cts. ` 
Fictitious Gods. 5 cts. Natural Man. 5 cts, i 
The Old Faith aud the New. 5 cts, Bruno and ` 
Spinoza. 5cts. The Bible God and His Favorits. i 
5 cts. Miracle-Workers. 5cts. Health, Wealth, | 
and Happiness. 5cts. The Brain and the Soul, 
bcts, Nature and the Gods. 5cts. Design and 
Natural Selection. 5cts. Man and the Lower 
Animals. 6 cts.” 

Address Watts and Oo., 17 Johnson’s Court, 


E.O., London, Eng. 


gis S 
PRICE. 49 GENTS, 


Reported for the ‘ Truth Seeker ” by 


®HE ONLY GORREGT 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


PRICE, 6 CENTS. 


Free- | 


EDIMON., 


YORK: 


Bile Temperance: 


Commended, Defended, and Erjoinsd 
by the Bible. 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


This is a companion book to Remeburg’s “ Bible 
Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents. 


Add: THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
ee 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


. à 
Ingersoll’s Tributes. 
REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger - 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices, The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram 
ing. The titles are: 

The Vision of War, ` 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller's Grave. 

The price of these heretofore has been 5cts. We 
offer them at FIFTEEN CENTS EAOH; THE 
THREE FOR FORTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


ROMANISM, 


DANGER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why & Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


Priog, - - - - - 40 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE STRUGGLE 


Religious and Politici Liberty. 
By THEO. C. SPENCBMR: 


Cloth, 12mo., 138pp., price 75 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE 


Fathers of Our Republic, 


Paine, Jefferson, Washington, 
Franklin. 


A LECTURE delivered before the Tenth Annua 
Congress of the American Secular Union, 
in Chickering Hall, New York 
November 18, 1886. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 


Price 16 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


W.S.BELL'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Conflict between Christianity 
and Civilization. 


PRIOE, mo “Fa, fers ee e 15 CENTS. 


It is a stunner; concise, scholarly, and good.— ` 
M. E. Billings, 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
PRICE, 15 CENTS. 

Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. ] 

Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Man, —T. B. Wakeman. 

A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. Itis a very 
able paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 

e. - 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTS. 

The number of heads under which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which each point is dis- 
cussed. should be highly commended. , Therefore 
Itake great pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition " to the consideration of every person 
who i8 interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self government.— 
J. J. McCabe. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 


“Iam very much pleased with it, and I wish the 

eventy thousand ministers of this country wero 

obliged to purchase the pamphlet and read every 
wo 


of it.” 
Price 15 cents. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 


SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E, B. Foote. In one band- 
some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in English or German 
À new cheap edition at only $1.50. 


SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B. Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 

XUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
ae tee illustrated and cloth bound, (The fifth 
volume of “Science in Story.”) : 50 cents. 


HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. 

SANITARY-SOIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam- 
phlete) By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, advocating personal and publie hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considerin the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well. By mail, 10 conta each, EA 

REDITY (Books and Pamphlets). *The Law 
of redit," by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages, cloth 
bound, 32; * Heredity,” by Loring Moody, 159 

ages, cloth, 75 cents; “The Law of Heredity,” by 
E H. Marsh, 10 cents; ‘The Alphabet of the 
Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; “Generation before Regen. 
eration,” by Dr. E È. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; *' Re- 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
1882," 10 cents; “Third Annual Convention of the 
Institute of Heredity May # ? 10 cents, 


9, 1883, 
Address THE TRUTH gEEEKEZB. 


for sale at this office 
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. Books. 

The Tatler is a new periodical published 
at Indianapolis, of which Margret Holmes, 
the author of the story—the '' Revival ”— 
printed in Tug TRUTH SEEkER of June 18th, 
is the editress. The Tatler is literary, and 
published to entertain its readers, in which it 
should succeed, with Margret Holmes as a 
. contributor to itscolumns. "The subscription 
price is $1.56 a year. 


Mr. I. W. Groh does not believe that the 
God of Israel is the true God, and the Truth 
Seeker Company has published the reasons 
for his unbelief in a 25-cent pamphlet. Mr. 
Groh was early taught, as too many are, that 
the Bible is the word of God, and in order to 
understand God's will he became a reader of 
the book. His reading discovered to him 
that, so far from being divinely inspired, the 
Bible is the composition of very fallible men. 
He still has faith that somewhere in the uni- 
verse there is an ‘‘all-wise creator," and he 
labors to remove from him, if it shall turn 
out to be of the masculin gender, the stigma 
Christians hav attached to him in describing 
him in the Bible. Mr. Groh begins at 
the beginning, quoting the first chap- 
ters of Genesis, analyzing them, and 
showing their falseness. In this way, he 
pursues his subject through to Jesus and 
Paul, and while, perhaps, his criticisms are 
not as forcible as those of Paine and Colenso, 
they are sufficiently energetic to shake the 
faith of the common-sense Christian. He 
uses largely the Socratic method, and his 
queries are those likely to occur to almost 
every intelligent person. The pamphlet is 
worth reading. 


A Radical’s contribution to the late jubilee 
of England's queen is entitled ‘‘ Royal 
Paupers.” G. W. Foote, the editor of the 
Freethinker, London, is the author. The ob- 
ject of the pamphlet is to show what royalty 
does for the people, and what the people do 
for royalty. After reading it, one must con- 
clude that the answer to the first question is, 
Nothing; and to the last, Everything. Mr. 
Foote very easily finds that the cost of 
the royal family to the nation is about 
$4,041,580 annually, while the returns for 
this vast sum are not found at all. The 
queen, it is true, forms a ministry, but in 
this she has no choice; she is supposed to 
open and close Parliament, but she rarely 
does it; her speeches are prepared for her by 
the ministry and read by proxy; she givs 
perfunctory assent to acts of Parliament she 
never ‘reads, and which she would not dare 
to veto if she wanted to; she confers titles, 
but the recipients are selected by the minis- 
ters. She is, in short, of no earthly use, and 
Mr. Foote prefers to see England a republic, 
with an elected president at the head. The 
loftiest virtue Victoria possesses, says Mr. 
Foote, is that, being a queen, she has lived 
like an honest woman. And to glorify her 
for that is casting reflections. Therefore 
the jubilee is founded upon no great shakes, 
and the money spent might better hav been 
used in relieving the sufferings of the people. 
The pamphlet costs about 10 cents, and is ob- 
tainable at 28 Stonecutterstreet, E. C., Lon- 
don, England. 

“ Isms” is the quaint title of a little book 
received from the house of Robert Clarke & 
Co., Cincinnati. In tracing the origin and 
unity of religions, the author has been ex- 
haustiv, and clears away much of the mys- 
ticism and obscurities with which ignorance, 
prejudice, and superstition hav usually suc- 
ceeded in clothing the world’s religious his- 
tory. The gradual development of man from 
savage to civilized life through the phases of 
fetich, animal, and nature worship to psycho- 
theism, wherein, under either pantheism or 
monotheism, love, charity, mercy, benev- 
olence, etc., become elements in his social 
ife, is very clearly set forth ; and the author's 
assumption that such a stage of development, 
with the accompanying attainments in the 

- arts and sciences, had been reached by a peo- 
ple some ten thousand years ago has many 
facts presented to support it. These people, 
he author thinks, disseminated a pure and 
simple monotheistic morality throughout the 
world, and it has reappeared in history clothed 
with the myths and folk-lore of the various 
races, under many forms of mythology and re- 
igion; all preserving under animal and astro- 
nomic symbols the ** true inwardness " of the 
esoteric religion. The usually dull subject of 
symbolism is rendered quite simple and inter- 
esting, and exhibits the curious uniformity ex- 
sting in the allegories, morals, and internal 
sense of all Bibles and religions. The author 
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‘sents Spiritualism in its aspect as a vitàlizer 


of religions, while he concludes that it is 
neither a science, philosophy, nor religion in 
itself. He has given an unusually clear insight 
into the birth, rise, decline, and resurrection 
of systems. The book has been variously 
been attributed to Governor Hoadly, M. D. 
Conway, Professor Reich, and others, but we 
think we could name a Cincinnati M.D. more 
likely to be the author than either of these. 
It may be had at this office, and, we believe, 
at the bookstands. 

** A, Spies's Autobiography” comprises a 
short, jerky, and disconnected history of the 
life of the leading Anarchist under sentence 
of death in Chicago, a lucid account of the 
Haymarket riot, a full report of his speech in 
court, a preface by ‘‘ Nina Van Zandt Spies,” 
and -portraits of both Mr. and Mrs. Spies. 
His story of the riot is as follows: 


“On the following morning [after the riot 
at McCormick’s reaper works], about nine or 
ten o’clock, A. Fischer, one of our compos- 
itors, asked me if I would not come to a gen- 
eral mass meeting which would take place at 
the Haymarket in the evening, and ‘ make a 
speech’ on the brutality of the police and the 
situation of the eight-hour strike. I replied 
that I was hardly able to speak, but if there 
was no one to take my place, I should come. 
Delegates of a number of unions had called 
the meeting, he said. I made no further in- 
quiries. About eleven o’clock 8 member of 
the Carpenter's Union called on me and asked 
that the handbill he showed me be published 
in the Arbeiter Zeitung as an announcement. 
It was the circular calling the Haymarket 
meeting, and at the bottom it contained the 
words, ‘Workingmen, bring your arms 
along !’ 

***'This is ridiculous,’ said I to the man, 


land had Fischer called. Him I told that I 


would not speak at the meeting, if this was 
the circular by which it had been called. 

‘¢¢ None of the circulars are as yet distrib- 
uted—we can hav these words taken out,’ the 
man said. Fischer assented, and I told them 
that if they would do that it would be all 
right. 

“I never for a moment anticipated that 
the police would wantonly attack an orderly 
meeting of citizens. And I never saw a dis- 
orderly meeting of workingmen. The only 
disorderly meetings l hav ever witnessed 
were the Republican and Democratic pow- 
wows. I went home about four o'clock p.m. 
to take a little a little rest before going to the 
meeting. "The reaction, following the excite- 
ment of the previous.day, had set in. I was 
very tired and ill-humored. After supper my 
brother Henry called at our house. 1 asked 
him to come along to the meeting, which he 
did. We walked slowly down Milwaukee 
avenue. It was warm; I had changed my 
clothes; the revolver I was in the habit of 
carrying was too large for the pocket, and 
inconvenienced me. Passing F. Stauber’s 
hardware store, I left it with him. It was 
about 8:15 o’clock when we arrived at Des- 
plaines and Lake streets. I was under the 
impression that I was to speak in German, 
which generally follows the English. That 
is the reason why I was late. Small and 
large groups of men were standing around, 
but there was no meeting. Not seeing any- 
one who might be supposed to be intrusted 
with the management of the meeting, I 
jumped upon a wagon, inquired for Mr. Par- 
sons, who I thought had been invited, and 
called the meeting to order. Parsons was 
not there. I saw Parsons at the corner of 
Halsted and Randolph streets. *Ithink he 
is speaking there,’ said a reporter to me. I 
told the crowd to wait & few minutes, while 
I went out in search of Parsons. Not find- 
ing him, I returned to the wagon, where 
somebady told me Parsons, Fielden, and 
others were holding a meeting in the office of 
the Arbeiter-Zeitung. Isent one of our em- 
ployees over to the office to call Parsons and 
Fielden, and began to address the meeting. 
I spoke about twenty minutes. 

“Then Parsons spoke. The audience was 
very quiet and attentiv. Parsons confined 
himself to the eight-hour question, but spoke 
at great length. While he was speaking I 
asked Mr. Fielden if he would not make a 
few remarks. He didn’t care to speak, but 
would say á few words, and then adjourn the 
meeting. I said, ‘ All right, do so.’ It was 
about ten o’clock when Fielden. began to 
speak. A few minutes later a dark and 
threatening cloud moved up from the north. 
The people fearing that it would rain—or at 
least two-thirds of them—left the meeting. 
‘Stay,’ said Fielden,‘ just a minute longer. 
I will conclude presently.’ ‘There were now 
not more than two hundred persons remain- 
ing. One minute later two hundred police- 
men formed into line at the intersection of 
Randolph street, and marched upon the lit- 
tle crowd in double quick step! 

* Raising his cane in an authoritativ way, 
Captain Ward, directing his words to Fielden 
(I was standing just behind Fielden in the 
wagon), said, ‘In the name of the people of 
the state of lilinois, I command this meeting 
to disperse.’ 

‘+ Captain, this is a peaceable meeting,’ 
retorted Mr. Fielden, 
turned around to his men and gave a com- 
mand which I understood to be, ‘ Charge 
upon them!’ At this juncture I was drawn 
from the wagon by my brother and several 


handles Theosophy very tenderly, and pre- | others, and I had just reached the ground 


when 8 terrific detonation occurred. ‘What 
is that ?' asked my brother. ‘A cannon,’ I be- 
lieve,’ was my reply. In an instant the 
fusilade of the police began. Everybody 
was running. All this was as unexpected as 
if suddenly a cloud had burst. I lost my 
brother in the throng, and was carried away 
toward the north. People fell, struck by the 
bullets, right and left. As I crossed the 
alley north of Crane's factory, a lot of officers 
ran into the alley, some of them exclaiming 
that they were hurt. 'They had evidently 
been shot by their own comrades, and sought 
protection in the alley. 'I was in a parallel 
line with them, and the bullets whistled 
around my head like a swarm of bees. I fell 
once or twice over others who had ‘ dropped,’ 
but otherwise escaped unhurt into Zepf's 
saloon, at the corner of Lake street. Here I 
heard for the first time that the loud report 
had been caused by an explosion, which was 
thought to hav been the explosion of a bomb. 
I could learn no particulars, and about a half 
hour afterward took & car and rode home' to 
see if my brother had been hurt. He had 
received 2 dangerous wound. Turning aside 
when I had answered, ‘It’s a cannon, I be- 
lieve,’ he beheld the muzzle of a revolver. de- 
liberately aimed at my back. Grasping the 
weapon, the bullet struck him in a vital part. 
(He recovered.) 

‘““The .next morning the papers reported 
that the police had been searching for me all 
night, and that they had orders to arrest me. 
Nobody had been at my house during the 
night; the report wasalie. I went to the 
office ‘at my regular hour, and began to work. 
About nine o’clock, detectiv Jim Bonfield 
made his appearance, and told me the chief 
of police wanted to hav & talk with me. I 
went along with him to the central station. 
Two other detectivs arrested Schwab and my 
brother Christ, who had come to the office to 


.earn what had occurred on the previous 


while the captain |. 


night. The fact that his name was Spies 
sufficed to arrest him and charge him with 
having committed murder ! ` 

“ This was on the 5th of May. I hav been 
incarcerated ever since. The comedy, called 
trial, lasted eight weeks, and ended, as the 
reader well knows, with our conviction.” 


Nina Van Zandt Spies publishes the book 
** with one object in view, namely, to afford 
my American countrymen and women an 
opportunity of becoming acquainted with the 
life, character, and aspirations of à man who, 
with others, has occupied their attention for 
the last nine months.” She also takes the 
public into her confidence, and tells how she 
fell in love with Mr. Spies, and married him. 

The price of the book is 25 cents, and may 
be had of Nina Van Zandt, 102 East Washing- 
ton street, Chicago, Ill. 

1+ 
Obituary. 

When a good man passes into the ‘ great 
unknown,” it is but meet to pay a passing 
tribute to his memory. Such is due John 
Johnson, of Oak Valley, Elk county, Kan., 
who crossed the mystic river May 2, 1887. 
Deceased was born in Butler county, Ohio, 
Oct. 11, 1829. On the banks of the Miami 
he grew io manhood, married, and settled 
down in life. In 1855 he moved to Hen- 
dricks county, Indiana, at which place he 
resided until April, 1860, when he moved to 
Jefferson county, Kansas. From thence he 
moved to Oak Valley, in Elk county, in 1871, 
at which place he was an activ member of 
his county until his untimely demise. Soon 
after locating at Oak Valley, he erected a 
flouring-mill on Elk river. No mill west of 
the Mississippi ever had a better reputation 
for *' truth and veracity " than had what was 
known as ''Johnson's Mill.” The needy 
were never sent away empty. He was kind 
and charitable to a fault. John Johnson was 
a progressiv Liberalist in the fullest accepta- 
tion of the term. He was ever ready to giva 
reason for the hope within. Political prefer- 
ment did not awe him into silence. He was 
one of the favored few that pass through life 
without having an attack of religion in some 
form. Mr. Johnson settled in Oak Valley 
when the wild whoop of the Osage Indian 
mingled with the howls of the coyotes, and 
lived to see the Kansas Southern railroad 
constructed through his lands, and the busy 
town of Oak Valley spring into existence at 
his door. Generations yet to come will call 
John Johnson a good man, and point with 
pride to the works of his mind and muscle 
that transmit his name to the pulsation of 
coming years. P. Van HYATT. 

Fall River, Kan., June 21, 1887. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


BIBLE MYTHS 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


The object of the work 18 to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning, 

“Tt is unquestionably true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else so accessible as they are now made 
in the work before us."—N. Y. Sun. 

1vol.8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.59. 


Mottoes for Freethinkers. 


We hav received &supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the '* God-bless-our- 
home" placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 221-2. The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 
readings: 


: THE LIVING HAV.A RIGHT TO CONTROL 
: THE WORLD. 


: THE TIME TO BE HAPPY I8 NOW, : 
M AND THE PLAOE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE. 


M NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
: TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


: THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY; 
: TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. 


The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. 

For Freethought societies there is a large card 
22 x 15 inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading,containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 30 
cents. Any of these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America. 


BY A CAPITALIST. 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime, It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remedy, the author thinks. is in communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it will be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. 


Paper,59e; cioth, $1. 
.Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


DR. J. L. YORE, 


The noted Western Liberal orator, started on 
his Eastern lecture tour May 1st, to speak at 
Sacramento on May 8th, at Salt Lake City, May 
15th and 22d, at Canon City, Col., May 29th, at Den- 
ver, Col., June 5th and 12th; and at Garden City, 
Dodge City, Kan.; Ottumwa, Iowa; Chicago, Ill.; 
Grand Rapids, Mich ; Columbus, Alliance, Akron, 
Ohio; Linesville, Pittsburgh. Philadelphia, Pa.; 
New York, N. Y.; Boston, Mass.; Albany, Troy. 
Bochester, Batavia, Buffalo, N. Y.; Cleveland, O., 
and at other points on or near the line, should the 
friends desire it, and leave the latch-string out, 
at liv and let-liv rates. i ` 

Don’t miss a rare treat, and Freethinkers and 
Liberals desiring to arrange with the Doctor, 
please address without delay, in care of Chess 
Brothers, Garden City, Kan.; Thos. J. Truss, 
Denver, Colorado; William Lindsay, Ottumwa, 
Iowa; E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake street, 
Chicgao, Ill; D. A. Blodgett, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
R. H. Ralston, Columbus, Ohio; Roman Staly, 86 
Diamond street, Pittsburgh, Pa., Geo. Longford, 
1106 Leopard st., Philadelphia, Pa.; Truth Seeker 
office, New York city; Investigator office, Boston, 
Mass.; H. L. Green, 165 Delevan av., Buffalo, N.Y.; 
N. Hexter, Cleveland, Ohio. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland. Editors; Jos, Burgher and 
F L. Browne, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 
prise,the Oredit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generally 
to the practical solution of the problem of Integral 
Qo-oneration. Pricey $1 a year; 50 cents for six 
months. 8 pante for three manthr 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 


By Gro. M. DAVENPORT. This is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 82 well-filled pages, costing only 
“ a quarter,” but as full of meat as an egg. It is 
well called “ practical,” for we find nothin - 
practical in it. Hens, ducks. fesso. and turkeys. 
are particularly discussed and their economica] 
breeding and keeping treated of. There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition E^ 
the poultry literature of the day. 

TRUTH SEEKER Office, 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


- QOALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
: CANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
GOLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
` INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
i KANSAS. > : 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 


MAINE. 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). 


: . . MASSAOHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
.  MIOHIGAN. 

A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 

8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 46b. 

Chas. Sach, 188 S. Division St., Grand Rapids. 

Swan & Co.. 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 

: MISSOURI. 

Phillip Roeder, 322 Olive st., St. Louis. 

E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 

Lang & Co., 709 Olive st,, St. Louis. 
NEBRASKA. 

Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. 

Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 

Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st.. Brooklyn. 

Henry Adler, cor. Essex and Grand streets. 


OHIO. 
N. Hexter, 303 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
TENNESSEE. 
Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
TEXAS, 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 
UTAH. 
James Ashman, Balt Lake City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 


ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


Robt. G. Ingersoll’s 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 


in the suit of the 
Bankers’ and Merchants’ 
graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 


Bo many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that THE TRUTH SxEEER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


LRY-SQUARE ; 
OB, 


The Church of Practieal Religion. 
l BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well.chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


Tele-. 


For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


S. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms o 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
oan Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 ots. 
* A prose epic of the war, rieh with incident 
and dramatic power ; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day.”—John 
Swinton's Paper. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein iti 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 

Prometheus. A poem. “It is cfammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to mo, with extraordi- 
nary beauty."—Dz. HENRY W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 
Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 

Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 
other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 

Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 
version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 


Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
copy—the Genesis legend—is Shown. Price 10 
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Col. Kelso's Works. The Public Schools 


The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- | AND THE 
hammer Logic unsurpassed.”  8vo., 833pp., Catholic Church. 
Deity Analyzed and the Devil's De- a —. 
fense, À thorough.analysis of the By L. K. Washburn. 
claims for the existence of the Bible deity, and axo 


&n examination in verse of the charges gener- 
brought against his Satanic majesty. 


ally 


12mo, 466pp., $1.50. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to; 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy} 


Cloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 


OLD 
BOOKS! 
HOW TO STRENCTHEN 


12mo, 160 pp., 
Address 
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Never Forgetting. 
By M. L. HOLBROOK, M.D. 
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** DIT + ILLUSTRATIONS. + 


CoNTENTS. 


Calendar for 1887, 


Freethought in the United States, 1886, - 
Liberty. Address by Grover Cleveland, 


The Coming Dawn. 
Freethought Abroad, 


Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the 
States and Territories of the United States, 


The Right to Testify. 


The American Secular Union. By Samuel P. 


Putnam, - - 


The Parson. A Story. By Si Slokum, . 


> PUBLISHED AT THE TRUTH SEEKER Mi -- 


Catalogue of Old, Rare, and Second- 
hand Standard books sent free. 
, North 9th, St., 
hiladelphia, Pa. 


$1.00 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. | 


“I could pronounce no benediction upon Ro- 
manism. It h-s done mischief enough to deserve 
transportation fow life. I regard Roman Chri- 
tianity as the worst form of tyranny. It com- 

| mands the arm to work and the þrain to die; it 
feeds faith and starves thought; it loves oppres- 

! sion and hates liberty. It has given falsehood a 
crown and truth a scaffold.” 


PRICE, 5 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Piace, New York. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 


Price 10 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, it is now known to be the work of $ " 
H. Bugz, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cenis. 
For sale at this office. 
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PRICE, 25 CENTS. 


HILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and . 
Wood st8., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rate 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write. 
The Sonnet written by Francis Bacon to the Earl 
of Essex and his bride, a.p., 1590. By Wm. HENRY 
Bugg. Priee, 25 cents, For sale at this office. 


"SHOPPEL'S MODERN HOUSES”? No. 3. 
(Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. i 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces. for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for putting them together. 

While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. Itis, in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, 80 exact that itis useful to 
builders. 

55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
to $15,000). 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1 New Design for a Chapel. 
Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 

(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Oistern. 

An Article on Villa Park Associations, 
SENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE, $1. 
Address 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASSO'N, 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-BibH. 
eal Works. E 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


** The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, Bae Six copies for 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of asepa- 
ration.” 

Price, 35 cents, 


For either of these works, or any of Paine's 
writings, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES 


OONTENTS : 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romanoe.— Zadig 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princes. 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Orowus. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas.— - 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the White 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid With 63 


aper, 
engravings. Price, cloth, bevele Boards, $2.00. 
calf or half morocco, marbled edges; $4.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE DAWNING. 


A NOVEL. 


the 
now 


* Oh, heaven! Apollo is once more amon 
herdsmen of Admetus, and the herdsmen 
not it is the Sun-god !" 


An octavo volume of nearly 400 pages, bound in 
cloth. Price, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Co. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 

From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION. 

Price, 50 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


WORKS OF O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 


Christianity a Reward for Crime. 
Authenticated by the Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 29 pages, - 10c. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 
Paper, 12mo, 47 pages, 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 250. 


16c 


A Masonic Vindication of Right. 
A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 36 pages, T7 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


15c. 
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Hews of the Week, |THE UR D 


ArT Quincy, Ill., on the Fourth, Tim Bald- 
wih the aeronaut jumped from a balloon at 
a hight of 5,000 feet from the ground. He 
held to his parachute and landed out of 
‘breath and exhausted, but otherwise unin- 
jured. : 


A MILLION-DOLLAR fire 
devastated Marshfield, 
Wis., last week. 


Last week Friday 
there were 256 deaths in 
this city. This mortality 
rate has not been equaled 
before since 1876. 


Tax high license law 
for Minnesota went into 
effect July 1st, and has 
already caused a gratify- 
fying falling off in the 
number of saloons. 


Tug trial of Jacob 
Sharp, charged with brib- 
"ing the New York board 
of aldermen to secure the 
Broadway railroad fran- 
chise, ended in a convic- 
tion on the 29th ult. 


VioEe-PRESIDENT HAR- 
PER and Assistant Cashier 


ER UE GREATION 
LI 

Discussion Between 

Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, 
Linton, Revilie, 
On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
CONTENTS: 

I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. By Hon. 
„E. Gladstone. 
II. The Interpreters of Genesis and _theInter- 
preters of Nature. By Prof, T. H: Huxley. 


IIL. Postscript to Solar Myths. By Prof. Max 
Malle 


i IV. Proem to Genesis : A Pea for a Fair Trial. | 


By Hon. W. E. Gladstone. : 


Y. Dawn of Oreation, An Answer to Mr. Glad- 


stone. By Albert Reville, D.D 


VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. 


is i book and contains the latest discus- 
cie diei poo The names of the 


sion on the mistakes of Moses. ' 
participants are a guarantee of its able character, 


Price, paper, 59 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
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By Prof. T. H. 
Huxley. : 
Y. A Protest anda Pléa. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
on ` 


Gems of Üjhought. 
PAUL believed in a God who used to liv in a box 
made with hands, and only three or four feet 
square at thet, and who seemed to need:a great 


deal of burnt blood and roasted flesh to make him 
feelcomfortable.—D. M. Bennett. 


THERE is Do reason why a Christian young wo- 
man should not desire to secure service in a 
Christian family; there are good reasons why she 

should desire this. But 
considerable experience in 


household matters has con- 
firmed us in the opinion 
that, when this reasonable 
desire is very strongly 
urged, the safest course to 


Hopkins of the broken 
Fidelity bank in Cincin- 
nati, O., are held in de- 
fault of $200,000 and 
$100,000 bail respectivly. 


Mrs. Maria HALPIN, 


whose name, during the 
last national election, was 
connected with that of 


EN ay iu NES 


the presidential candi- 
date, has recently been 
married, and livs with her 
husband at New Ro- 
chelle, N. Y. 


A DISPATOH from Rome says: ‘ Orders 
hav been sent to the archbishop of New York 


to excommunicate the Rev. Dr. McGlynn and i 


to publish the decree of excommunication in 
the journals.” 


Tux Rev. Peter Roberts, Congregational- ' 
ist, of Scranton, Pa., is under arrest at the 
instance of his servant-girl, Anna Husaboe, 
who charges him with betrayal and conspir- | 


ee : f 
acy at criminal abortion. i 


A REUNION of Southern and Northern sol.| 
diers has been held at Gettysburg, Pa. The’ 
veterans were placed in battle array on the 
old field and charged on each other, but 
instead of firing when they met they shook i 
hands heartily and declared that the waris 
over. 

THE pope of Rome wants the United 
States to recognize him as a temporal power, 
and desires provision to be made for a papal 
embassador at Washington to look after the: 
interests of the church. Similar overtures 
are being made toward the English govern- i 
ment. . 

TuE crops in Cambridge, Il., are suffering 
severely from drouth. About ten days ago 
the farmers of the place called a meeting in; 
the Congregational church, and, led by the | 


minister, all prayed forrain. Outdoor prayer ; 
meetings were also held, one of them contin- 
uing until 12 o'clock at night, at which hour 
a bank of clouds arose, and there were indi- 
cations of moisture. At this the happy 
farmers turned the meeting into a dance and 
offered up a prayer of thanksgiving. Rain 
did not come, however, and at last accounts | 
the condition of the crops was more serious 
than ever. 


TWENTY-ONE persons were tried at St. Pe- 
tersburg between June 7th and 16th on the 
charge of being mémbers of the secret society 


called the ‘‘ Will of the People,” of complic- 
ity in several murders, and of having assisted 
in several dynamite outrages. Three prison- 
ers were acquitted. The others, including 


two women, were sentenced to death, but; 


their sentences were commuted to exile in 
Siberia or imprisonment at hard labor. 


Tue Fourth was celebrated in the usual 
way. Though we hav in this city an ordi- 
nance that prohibits fireworks on that day, it 
was totally disregarded and no attempt was 
made to enforce it. Consequently the city 
was filled with smoke and noise. The fire 
department was kept on the jump for three 
days, and a long list of fingers shot off, faces 
burnt, legs broken, and eyes injured de- 
manded the attention of the doctors. 


THE LAST OF ABRAHAM. 


Odds and Gnds, 


Turne is a destiny which shapes the side-door, 
rough Hewitt as he will. 


A JznBEYMAN's idea of celebrating the glorious 
Fourth is to come to New York and spend his 
money for oyster stews. 


A PRINTER up in Canada is said to be 103 years 
old. He has made so many typographical errors 
during his career that he is afraid to die. 


BaTH-HOUSE robber: * No use lookin’ fer any- 
thin’ here, Bil. Ticket stub ter one of Joe Cook's 
lectures, an'a poker chip. Busted drummer from 


! Boston." 


Tae editor of London Punch confesses that his 
paper cannot make much headway in America in 
opposition to the “ Editor's Drawer "of Harper's 
Magazine. 


**Waat was the text this morning?" asked a 
stay-at-home husband of a church going wife. 
“Many are called, but few are chosen." ‘ What 


! jury did he hav reference to?” 


A BROOELYN physician has been investigating 
cats and dogs, and he finds just as many cranks 
and fools among them as among the human race, 
He says that every fourth cat is off her base, while 


; every ninth dog is a sort of fanatic. 


COMMERCIAL traveler: “So you don’t hav Pro- 
hibition down here in Tennessee, eh?” Tennes- 
sean : * Prohibition—what’s that?” Commercial 


| traveler: ' Why, laws against liquor-selling.” 


Tennessean : “Stranger, this is Tennessee.” 


In Syracuse late Saturday night. Customer : 
‘““Where’s Mr. French?” Clerk: “Gone to New 
York to spend Sunday.” Customer: “t Where 
would a telegram reach him?” Clerk: “ Music- 
hall, Hoboken; up to 12 o'clock to-morrow night.” 


A WELL-KNOWN clergyman recently refused to 
permit his congregation to pay the expenses of a 


| trip to Europe which he had in contemplation. 


The commission appointed to inquire as to his 
sanity report that he will probably recover before 
the steamer sails, 


A DaRKEY, being brought before the magistrate, 
was asked : ** Havn't you been in jail for stealing 
chickens once before?” “No, sah; no, indeed, I 
hain't. Praise de Lawd fer his infinit mussy, no- 
body hain’t cotched me yit. It seems as if I was 
pertected by de higher powers.” 


“Do you realize, sir," said a long-haired pas- 
senger, ‘that there is one who sees and hears all 
we do, who can solve our inmost thoughts, and 
before whom we are but crushed and bruised 
worms?" ''Givus your hand, stranger,” replied 
the other, “I know just how you feel, I’m married 
myself." 


ADVICE to young ladies about to graduate: Be 
just as sweet as you can; The man who doesn’t 
like to look upon a sweet girl graduate is a vil- 
lain—or married. Tie your essay with a blue rib- 
bon, and be practical in the choice of a subject, 
We suggest “The Coming Man." Advice to young 
men about to graduate: Don’t mind the news. 
papers, Whoop it up for all you're worth on the 
Commencement stage about “The Scholar in 
Politics," ** The Ideal Republic,” and ** The Polit- 


And these are the days of the years of Abraham’s life, which he lived, a hundred tbreescore and fifteen years. Then Abra- 
ham gave up the ghost, and died in a good old age, an old man, andfull of years; and was gathered to his people.—Gen. xxv, 7, 8. 


ical Destiny of Patagonia.” About five years from 
now read your oration over to yourself slowly. 


“ Don’r ask me to go to church with you again,” 
gaid a Minneapolis citizen to his wife; “it won't 
do you any good.” “ Why not, John?” she asked. 
* Didn't you enjoy the sermon?" ‘Enjoy the 


Sermon ?” he repeated, ‘ Why, the preacher kept | 


boomin’ St. Paul, an’ never said a dinged word 
about Minneapolis.” 


OUT OF THE DEPTHS. 


From the advance sheets of * The Bitter Dregs,” 
a story of passion and feeling by Montrose 
Madeira, Esq., the rising young Boston novelist : 

* It was noble in you to speak so frankly of your 
struggles and poverty. Very few men would be 
brave enough to own that they had formerly lived 
in South Boston.” 

Peleg Burnham's face flushed with delight at 
Elvira’s words. 

“T, too, hay suffered,” she continued, with the 
sigh of one who has tasted of life’s bitterness, 
“ Last summer "—the cold, hard look which he 
had noted once before came into her eyes, and 
there was a perceptible quiver in the lips as she 
spoke—“ last summer we visited my uncle's fam- 
ily in Vermont. They hav & motto,* God Bless 
Our Home,’ over the mantelpiece, and at night 
they gather about the melodeon and sing from 
‘The Golden Treasury of Song; forming a group 
similar to that which embellishes the cover of that 
volume.” 

* And you can speak of these things unmoved !” 
exclaimed Burnham. 

“Tt is you who hav taught me to be brave, 
Peleg,” she made answer, “but I hav not told you 
all. My father has invited them to visit us this 
winter, and they are coming—all of them—on 
Tuesday—and the Browning Club meets at our 
house on Wed—Wednesday.” Her words ended in 
a dry sob, but in another moment her strong, 
womanly nature reasserted itself, and she was her- 
self again, calm, proud, and defiant. 

“Good heavens!” exclaimed Burnham. “And 
the ‘Golden Treasury of Song! Will they bring 
that, too?” 

“T know not,” she answered, wearily. “It may 
be that they will bring not only that, but the 
motto and the melodeon as well.” 

There was in Peleg’s nature a strong element of 
poetic chivalry which enabled him to appreciate 
and admire any act of silent heroism, especially 
on the part of a woman. He rose slowly from the 
low chair on which he had been sitting, and with 
a sudden movement of exquisit, fawn-like grace 
knelt at her feet, reverently lifted the hem of her 
tailor-made dress, and impressed upon it a kiss. 

“ Noble, suffering woman,” he murmured. “I 
will come to the Browning Club, to be with you in 
your hour of trial !” 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 


A coMPEND or THE NATURAL Laws or In- 
DUSTRIAL PRODUCTION AND 
XixoHANGE 
By J. K. INGALLS, author of “ Social Wealth.” 
Price, 25 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


pursue is to make careful 
inquiries atthe last place of 
service, both as to the moral 
character and the readiness 
and ability to perform the 
duties of her position. A 
readiness to attend family 
prayers, even an eagerness 
for those devotional exer- 
cises, will hardly compen- 
sate for lack of willingness 
to do what a servant is eni- 
ployed to do. The old 
Scotch parson might hav 
put it a little too strong 
though we confess to con 
siderable sympathy with 
him. Asking where hecould 
get his shoes mended, a 
brother parson, whom he 
was visiting, replied that 
* Jamie; at the foot of the 
hill, was & good Christian 
man; and the Parson 
broke in with, “It’s not a 
good Christian man that I 
want, but a good cobbler.” 
—The Golden Rule. 


In one of his letters Hume 
givs the following half- 
playful, half-serious sum- 
mary of the constituents of 
human happiness which 
had fallen to his lot: “I 
Shall exult and triumph to 
you a little that I hav at 
last arrived at the dignity 
of being a householder. 
About seven months ago I 
got a house of my own, and 
completed a regular fam- 
i ily, consisting of a head— 
‘namely, myself—and two inferior members, a 
maid and a cat. My sister has since joined me, 
and keeps me company. With frugality I can 
reach, I find, cleanliness, warmth, light, plenty, 
and contentment. What would you hav more? 
Independence? I hav it in a supreme degree. 
; Honor? That is not altogether wanting. Grace? 
That will come in time, A wife? That is none of 
the indispensablé requisits of life. Books? I hav 
more than I can use, In short, I cannot find any 
blessing of consequence which I am not possessed 
of in a greater or less degree; and without any 
great effort of philosophy, I may be easy and sat- 
isfied."— Burton's Life and Letters of Hume. 


UNFORTUNATELY, beautiful maxims about loving 
| one’s enemies and returning good for evil did not 
| keep Jesus from reproaching the Pharisees on 

maby occasions. Unfortunately, a man’s particu- 
lar enemiesare just those who scarcely ever ap- 
pear to him worthy of love, and this was evidently 
the case with Jesus and the men upon whom he 
poured forth his denunciations. Judging by his 
mode of speaking, we should suppose that all re- 
ligious people who did not agree with him were 
simply hypocrits. . . . Jesus uses toward the 
Pharisees such language as this: “Scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrits;” ** you blind guides ; “you 
fools and blind;” * you serpents, you generation 
of vipers.”—Amberley’s Anaiysis. Verily, verily, I 
Isay unto you, Iam the door of thesheep. All 
that came before me are thieves and robbers,— 
John x, 7,8. (Not merely Moses and the prophets, 
greater and lesser, but such men as Buddha, Con- 
fucius, Zoroaster, Socrates, Plato, Cicero, etc., etc. 
Bah! Jesus Christ was surely as great a crank ag 
Guiteau!—C.1 


A PERFEOT being would not hav been so un- 
manned and terrified by the approach of death. as 
to be in “agony,” and “sweat as it were great 
drops of blood." His deportment would hav been 
more like that of the heathen Socrates, who con- 
versed freely with his friends, endeavored to sus- 
tain their fortitude and lighten their grief, and 
when the time came, drank the fatal hemlock with 
as little concern as if it had been a glass of wino. 
The agony and despair of Jesus increased to the 
fatal moment, and his last words, prompted by bis 
suffering and the utter hope'essness of his posi- 
tion—so it would seem— were words of reproach 
against his God, *My God, my. God, why hast 
thou forsaken me ?"— Underwood's Jesus Not a Per- 
Ject Character. 


Wao noble ends by noble means attains, 

Or, failing, smiles in exile or in chains; 

Like good Aurelius let him reign, or bleed 

Like Socrates. That man is great indeed. 

— Pope. 
Waen they tell me that Jesus taught a gospel of 

love, I say I believe it. Plato taught a gospel of 
love before him, and you denyit. If they say, 
* Jesus taught thatitis better to bear an injury 
than to retaliate,” I say, ** Yes, but so did Aristotle 
before Jesus was born. I will accept it asthe 
Statement of Jesus, if you will admit that Aristo- 
tle said it, too.” Iam willing that any man should 
come before us and say, "Jesus taught that you 
must love your enemies; it is written in the 
Bible;” but if he will open the old manuscript of 
Diogenes Laertius, he may there read,in texts 
that hav never been disputed, that the Greek 
philosophers, half-a-dozen of them, said the same 
before Jesus was born.—7. W. Higginson. 
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A RELIGIOUS 


PROCESSION. 


Slates and Clippings. 


A ooMMITTEE is being organized at Genoa, 
Italy, the birthplace of Columbus, to celebrate 
in 1892 the 400th anniversary of the discovery 
of America. All the United States will be 
invited to send representativs. 


A BgvgNTH DAy Baptist of Waterford, 
Conn., the Rev. Edmund Darrow, was born 
in the seventh year of this century, on the 
seventh day of the month, on the seventh day 
of the week, and in the seventh hour of the 
day. - 


THERE is prospect of a religious war in 

: South Carolina. Some Mormon elders are 

proselyting in the upper part of the state, and 

the other sects hav opened hostilities. South 

Carolina has furnished the Mormon church 

about five hundred recruits in the last ten 
years. 


Dorme the war the city of Richmond, Va., 
issued about $500,000 in paper money, which 
passed current throughout the Confederacy. 
Now somebody has gathered up all these 
notes and is suing the city for redemption. 
Legal opinion is about evenly divided as to 
the city’s liability. 


No Fourth of July. celebration thus far re- 
ported equals that held at Beaver Cafion, 
Idaho. The Declaration of Independence was 
read by a man named John Hancock, and 
Henry Clay delivered an oration. There was 
a big procession in which the states were rep- 
resented by thirty-eight young women in 
white Mother Hubbards, mounted on black 
horses. One hundred woodchoppers marched 


four abreast, carrying their axes, and the city 
fathers rode in a big lumber wagon drawn by 
twelve yoke of red oxen, driven by the God- 
dess of Liberty. In the evening there was an 
exhibition of. fireworks, with a war-dance 
performed by one hundred. Shoshone and 
Bannock Indians. 


New Yorx’s new corporation counsel, Mr. 
O’Brien, sustains the decision of the court 
that hotel-keepers may sell liquor with meals, 
but decides that restaurant-keepers hav not 
that right. That is, the Fifth avenue man 
may hav his wine, but the Bowery man is 
denied his beer. Thus the equality of citizens 
under the law gets another set-back. 


On the pay-rolls of the teachers of our pub- 
lic schools for May there was one teacher who 
receives a salary of $700 a year, from whose 
pay was deducted just one cent for being 
tardy two minutes. The cent was, according 
to the figures of a clerk to the Board of Edu- 
caticn, the amount the teacher would earn 
in one one-hundred-and-twentieth of her 
day's work. 


Tux trial of the Rev. F. M. Todd, of Ma- 
nassas, Va., by the Washington presbytery 
on a charge of having been seen in the woods 
in a ministerial situation with a female mem- 
ber of his congregation, ended on the 8th in 
a verdict of not proven. All of the seventeen 
members sitting in the trial were agreed that 
the charge was not proven, but it is said that 
five of them were opposed to a simple '* not 
guilty." The report adopted indicates that 
the presbytery believes the defendant to be 
guilty, but that. under the rules of evidence 
the belief is not sufficiently supported to war- 
rant & verdict to that effect. Dr.Sunderland, 


counsel for the defense, announced an inten- 
tion to appeal the case to the synod. He 
objected to the form of the report, and 
insisted that a simple verdict of not guilty 
should hav been rendered without any quali- 
fying words. 


Ir the Board of Visitors of the Andover 
Theological Seminary has expelled Professor 
Smyth from his professorship because he 
spelled his name with a y, their action would 
at least hav been comprehensible, and might 
hav been justified. Neither of Professor 
Smyth's four accomplices spells “Smith ” 
with & y, &nd neither of them was expelled. 
But if the Board fired Smyth on account of 
his religious opinions, its action was inco- 
herent, for Churchill, Tucker, Harris, and 
Hincks all admitted at their trial that they 
think as Smyth does, but no one of them has 
been disturbed. Anyone might know that 
the Board that makes such an unwarranted 
distinction and shows so crude a sense of 
justice, is the same that insists that the un- 
warned heathen must be damned.—Léfe. 


In reversing the decision of a referee grant- 
ing a divorce upon the testimony of a de- 
tectiv and a disreputable woman, Judge 
Brunt of New York delivered the following 
opinion: ‘‘The wisdom of the rule that di- 
vorces should not be granted upon the evi- 
dence of prostitutes and private detectivs is 
strikingly illustrated by the nature of the 
testimony offered to support the allegations 
of the complaint in the case at bar. The 
prostitute, influenced by money or for the 
gratification of feelings of revenge, seems 
willing to swear in any way desired, and the 
private detectiv furnishes the evidence which 
he is employed to procure, even though he 


has to resort to his own fertil brain for the 
facts or supposed facts upon which he founds 
his testimony." "This opinion is & blow at 
the private detectiv system under which a 
great many divorces hav been granted. 


Some people's ideas of the function of a 
mayor do not seem to be very clearly defined. 
A person signing himself ‘‘ Yours for Re- 
form” writes this to Mayor Hewitt: ‘‘if its 
al the same to yu i woold like to sugest that 
yu do sumthing to prevent a factory over my 
rooms from letin water run through the 
sealin on to my bed. I hev complaned to the 


‘factory men, but they say they can’t do 


nothin’, and eppeel to you as mair of thecity 
to protect its sitzens in their constushnal 
rites.” 


In 1858 Pierre Dejan and Caroline Schaef- 
fer, residents of Louisiana, were married. 
She was a German, and he had a small per- 
centage of negro blood in his veins, though 
he was as white as any Caucasian. The mar- 
riage was illegal, but the Catholic church 
sanctioned it, and they thought they were 
husband and wife and lived as such for 
eleven years. Then, in 1869, the constitution 
of the state was changed to allow marriages 
between whites and blacks, and the couple 
were again married before a justice of the 
peace. In a controversy over the property of 
Dejan, deceased, a decision has just been 
rendered by the court that the ceremony of 
1858 was invalid, and that they were not hus- 
band and wife until 1869. This decision 
affects a great many couples of mixed blood 
in the South who were married by the church 
before the war, and who now are informed 
that their children are illegitimate and that 
they hav been living in illicit relations. 
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Tales Told Out of Sehool.—Coneluded. 
"THE REMEDY FOR THIS WIDESPREAD DEFEOTION. 
In finishing my work as a jury of inquest, sent out 
: tó ascertain as far as I could the real condition of 
things, I hope you will take my suggestions as com- 
ng from one who has observed carefully and 
refiected much on the subject. The published 
reports made yearly of the condition of the church, 
and her auxiliary societies, are not reliable. As 
charged by an eminently respectable and responsible 
secular newspaper in New York, they are doctored, so 
that those from whom the money comes cannot un- 
derstand them. They tell the public only what we 
would like to believe, instead of what is really the 
case, deluding the people, putting them off their 
guard, thus increasing the danger which is already 
imminent. But the scriptures are full of the doctrin 
that prayer is omnipotent with God; and if God does 
not appear in behalf of his church, jeoparded with 
evils both within and without, it is proof positiv that 
the fervent, effectual prayer of the righteous has not 
been offered. As a concluding part of the program, 
you hav aright to ask me what suggestion I would 
make in the way of remedy for the present state of 
things. l 
Well, a desperate condition requires a desperate 
remedy. In the treatment of a bodily disease many 
a valuable life has been saved by the heroic method 
of a physician who, even through the hollow eyes of 
death, could see life peering. Such heroic treatment 
the Christians of this age must adopt if they would 
arrest the widespread Infidelity, and continue the ex- 
istence of the church as the repository of divine 
truth. Then 

I. I would hav a grand convention made up of a pro 
rata representation of all the orthodox churches, in- 
cluding the Catholies and the orthodox Jews, to con- 

sider the present dangerous condition of the country 
in regard to religion. If you would reject the 
Catholics from this consensus of the competent, let 
me remind you that during the long centuries up to 
the time of the Protestant reformation, she was the 
sole embodiment of the Christian life and doctrins in 
the world, except the Eastern or Greek church, which, 
in point of numbers and influence, was comparativly 
small. Whatever of authority we hav to preach the 
gospel and administer the sacraments was derived, 
mediately or immediately, from the Catholic church. 
` Protestants hav nearly all admitted this by declining 
to rebaptize converts from that church, thus acknowl- 
edging that body to be a part of the true church; 
and if the Catholic church is good enough for God, 
She ought, especially in such an emergency as the 
present, to be good enough for us. Dr. Hodge, our 
distinguished professor of theology in the Princeton 
Theological Seminary, which has sent, and still sends 
out every year, more young ministers than any other 
. institution of the kind in the country, has deliberately 
expressed his matured opinion on & subject closely 
cognate with this in an essay published in the JVew 
Princeton Review for January, and entitled, * Re- 
ligion in the Public Schools.” In this article the 
doctor, who from his eminent position and his great 
learning may be considered a spokesman for all the 
rest of us, justifies me in my proposal to coóperate 
with our Catholic brethren in the grand effort to 
Christianize the schools and the laws, and make them 
conform to the religious character of the nation. As 
the Protestant hatred to the Catholic has been so in- 
tense for two hundred years, and would naturally be 
the chief obstacle to a political union of our forces in 
the coming struggle with Infidelity, I will quote a 
few sentences from Dr. Hodge’s article to show that 
there is the best authority for the suggestion I hav 
made, and that such codperation, so far as the school 
question and we Presbyterians are concerned, is en- 
tirely practicable. He says: “Shall the Christian 
majority consent that their wealth shall be taxed, 
and the whole energy of our immense system of pub- 
lic schools be turned to the work of disseminating 
Agnosticism through the land and down the ages? 
Christians hav all the power in their own hands. 
The danger arises simply from the weak and sickly 
sentimentalism respecting the transcendental spirit- 
uality of religion, the non-religious character of the 
state, and the supposed equitable rights of a small 
Infidel minority. All-we hav to do is, for Catholics 
and Protestants—disciples of a common master— 
to come to an understanding with respect to a com- 
mon basis of what is received as general Christian- 
ity, & practical quantity of truth belonging equally 
to both sides to be recognized in general legislation, 
and especially in the literature and teaching of our 
public schools.” 

If you object to the orthodox Jews, let me call to 
mind that they hold, at least, to the inspiration and 
authority of the Old Testament, which we admit to 
be the foundation of the New Testament. But what 
confirms their right to sit in such a consensus is the 
fact that we Christians got the central doctrin of our 
religious system—vicarious atonement—from their 
typical feast of expiation yearly observed, where it 


wilderness. 


shall let go the goat in the wilderness." The-ortho- 


their rabbis should be invited to take seats. 
polemics and in the art of addressing popular audi- 


the points at issue between them and us. This 
thousand cler, en in the country who are the 
official defenders of the faith, not one of any reputa- 
tion at all has the courage to meet the Infidels in a 
discussion of the merits of the question. No tongue 
can tell how this refusal to discuss acts as a justifica- 
tion among the people of the doubts they express as 
to the truthfulness of religion. More than once dur- 
ing my peregrinations hav I encountered young men 
and young women, born and brought up in the 
church, and who were just Infidel enough to hav lost 
their relish, if they ever had any, for divine things, 
asking me, with an air of triumph, when I mildly re- 
proved them for their course, why, smong all the 
thousands of our educated and learned clergy, who 
call themselvs expounders and advocates of religion, 
there is not one who is willing to defend that re- 
ligion in oral debate?. The fathers of the church 
were ex-officio fighting men in their time, and ex- 
tinguished heresy after heresy as they arose to cor- 
rupt and weaken the faith of the gospel. But while 
Infidelity in our day has increased its power a thou- 
sand-fold by the invention of arguments which the 
early fathers never dreamed of, our clergymen, it is 
alleged, like a military company on dress parade, 
pose before their congregations on the Sabbath and 
preach wishy-washy sermons from which no one 
would suspect that the church was beleaguered by 
an army of sharp-shooters so deadly in their aim that 
the clergy feared them as much as they feared the 
devil. The late Judge Black was greatly to blame 
for sending this pale-faced fear into the ranks of the 
clergy. He was foolish enough to grapple in a 
wrestling match with Ingersoll, and, before he had 
fairly felt his antagonist, found himself on the broad 
of his back as if engaged in contemplating the 
heavens. Judge Black as a lawyer or a politician 
could hav discussed any question in law or politics 
with his opponent. But when he undertook to de- 
bate the religious question, as a pastime, with a man 
who had made it a subject of study for years, he dis- 
covered, and others saw, that he did not understand 
the subject; and we had to hurrah him through as 
we did many years ago Dr. Berg in his debate with 
the Infidel, Joseph Barker, whom he had challenged 
to engage in a similar contest without first girding 
up his loins. 

For such reasons I would hav a committee of our 
ablest men, supported out of a general fund, whose 
function should be to debate before the people the 
questions in dispute between us and the Infidels. 
Such debates should be printed in fair type, and cir- 
culated everywhere among the people, so that, by 
reading both sides, they might become intelligent 
Christians, able to giv a reason for the faith that is 
in them. 

IIL. I would hav this convention issue a deliver- 
ance to the public, setting forth their authority to 
act in the premises by virtue of their being the con- 
stituted witnesses for God upon the earth, and their 
capability from life-long study to understand and 
expound the will of God as revealed in the scriptures. 
Such deliverance should be addressed to that class 
in society who hav the intelligence and the wealth 
necessary to control the orders below them, and to 
satisfy the people that the questions concerning 
religion, and its relation to the government, and the 
well-being of society, are not open, but settled ones, 
so adjudged to be by this consensus of the com- 
petent; that the state of things hitherto existing, 
where every man, unlearned as he may be, sets him- 
self up as a debater and a judge on religious ques- 
lions, is as dangerous to the stability of society as if 
the citizens were allowed to carry around in their 
pockets, as they now do, matches, dynamite cartridges 
liable to explode by concussion and to spread death 
and ruin everywhere. I see with pleasure a move- 
ment among the ruling classes to hav Congress 
increase our standing army, and establish garrisons 
near all our large cities, so as to be in constant readi- 
ness to put down popular tumults arising from any 
cause. If the soldiers enlisted for this service were 
selected for their intelligence and sobriety and their 
noble ambition to be soldiers of the cross; and if 
they were well paid and enlisted for long terms, the 
public interests could be protected from the anti- 
religious, as well as social agitators. We need, and 
must hav—what, as yet, we hav not—a strong gov- 


is said (Numbers xvi, 21): “And Aaron shall lay 
both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and con- 
fess over him all the iniquities of the children of 
Jsrael, and all their transgressions in all their sins, 
putting them upon the head of the goat,and shall 
send him away by the hand of a fit man into the 
And the goat shall bear upon him all 
their iniquities unto à land not inhabited ; and he 


dox Jews feel toward Ingersoll and the evolutionists 
just as we feel, and in such a convention as I propose 


II. I would hav a committee of able men des- 
ignated by the convention who should be skilled in 


ences, and who should hold themselvs in readiness 
to accept the challenge of the Infidels, and discuss 


would put a stop to the boast that of the eighty odd 


ernment which shall command the respect of our 
own people, and be a terror to evil thinkers, evil 
speakers, and evil doers. It is admitted that in all 
ages Christianity has been eminently conservativ in 
its influence, politically and socially, while it is equally 
true from history that -heresy is revolutionary in its 
tendency, and disposed to follow any jack-o’-lantern 
reformer who professes to advance the publie good. 
IV. Then, and lastly, I would hav the national 
Congress make a similar pronunciamento based upon 
the conceded fact, stated by Dr. Hodge, that this 
nation is Christian in character, and should be Chris- 
tian in its government; and that. Infidelity and 
Infidels, Socialism and Socialists, together with 
Anarchy and Anarchists, should be suppressed by 
law. All the orthodox religious sects, having been, 
according to this program, in that convention on the 
principle of representation, no opposition worthy of 
notice would be made. If the German Infidels 
should grumble at such wholesome restraint as this 
policy would impose on them, they can return home 
when they please to the merciful rule of Bismarck. 
And as for our nativ-born Infidels, like other dangér- 
ous vipers which cannot be killed, let them gnaw 
against the file. All of which is respectfully sub- 
mitted. Davip Jones. 


ee 
The King and the Priests. 
A BOOK OF CHRONICLES. 
CHAPTER I. 


1. Once there was a king who ruled his people 
even as a father governs his children. 

2. He pressed not his subjects into standing armies 
to molest or conquer neighboring kingdoms, nor did 
he organize missionary enterprises to force his relig- 
ion upon other nations that chose to maintain differ- 
ent systems of church polity. 

3. He did not seek to overreach the rulers of othér 
countries through priestcraft by sowing the seeds of 
religious dissensions between king and subject, 
priests and congregations, parents and children, and 
husbands and wives. 

4, But he did unto others even what he wished 
them to do unto himself; and his servants walked in 
all the footsteps of their royal master. 

5. In his dominion all the virgins got good hus- 
bands and all the young men for themselvs good 
wives. [The fifth verse is thought by commentators 
to be an interpolation. ] 

6. There came unto this king three magicians say- 
ing: We hav heard of thy glory in a distant land, 
and we hav journeyed hither to acquaint thee with 
the mysteries which we hav searched out, and to 
exalt thee with the miracles of our wisdom. 

7. For behold we hav come to weave a fabric for 
thy garment of state. 
stone of virtue unto all thy servants and people; for 
whosoever shall be pious, loyal, and trustworthy of 
thy servants he shall be able to behold the brilliant 
colors of the royal garment and to discern the fine- 
ness of its texture; but whosoever shall be a traitor, 
an Atheist, impious, and untrustworthy, his sight the 
garment shall elude and to his grasp the texture of 
the fabric shall not be discernible. 

8. And the king was pleased with the words which 
the wise men spake. 
9. And the king gave them an upper chamber in 
his palace wherein to set up their loom, that they 
might weave a garment for the king even as they had 
said, and according to all the wisdom which was 
within them. . 
10. And the king appointed them to eat at his 
table and to drink of his wine, and he gave them rev- 
enues, and costly apparel, and he commanded his 
people that they should withhold no good thing 
from the wise men. f 
11. Thus did the wise men liv at the king's palace. 
CHAPTER II. 
1. And after many years the king sent his cham- 
berlain to the room wherein the wise men wrought, 
that the king might hav information of the progress 
of the garment and of its color. 
2. And the king thought within himself: “Now I 
shall know of a surety whether my chamberlain is 
faithful unto me or not.” 
3. And the chamberlain went away from the king 
with fear and trembling; for though he was a just 
man and faithful, yet he feared evil. 
4, And when the chamberlain came unto the wise 
men and made known unto them the king’s com- 
mands, the wise men led the chamberlain into an 
inner room where the loom was, but the chamberlain 
could see no fabric in the loom. 

b. And the wise men’ took the hands of the cham- 
berlain and laid them upon the loom and said: 
“Touch now, we pray thee, the softness of this 
fabric, and feast thine eyes upon the brilliancy of the 
texture which we hav wrought; for thou art faithful 
and loyal unto the king thy master, and unto thee 
the garment shall manifest itself, and its gorgeous- 
ness Shall not be hidden from thee." 

6. And the chamberlaim said within himself, “Hav 
not I served the king my master with singleness of 
heart all my days? Why then should the scales of un- 
belief be placed before mine eyes, that I see not the 


This fabric shall be a touch- >- 
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gorgeous fabric which the wise men hav wrought? 
Behold I must conquer Satan, or I shall die, and my 
office shall be given unto another.” : 

7. And the chamberlain cried with a loud voice 
and said: “Blessed be God who has sent unto the 
king the wise men to weave this beautiful garment, 
and glorious shall be the day on which the king 
shall be arrayed therein.” . 

8. And the wise men said: “Blessed be God who 
has given unto the king a faithful chamberlain to 
whom the fabric has manifested its beauty, and 
whose hands hav been able to handle its texture.” - 

9. And the chamberlain reported unto the king 
that he had seen the fabric which the wise men had 
wrought, and glorious was the color thereof, brilliant 
the design, and gorgeous would be the garment made 
thereof to array the person of the king. 

10. And the king sent other of his officers to the 
fabric which the wise men wrought, and he sent 
them one after another. 

11. And when they came to the loom they could 
see nothing. 

12. And the wise men spake unto them even the 
words which they had spoken unto the chamberlain. 

13. And they thought within themselvs, “Hav not 
we served the king our master with fidelity in our 
several stations? Why then should this fabrie be 
hidden from our eyes? 

14. “Shall the chamberlain only hav honor, and-we 
be cast out and be found unfaithful? Surely, Satan 
hath bewitched us that the brilliancy of this garment 
is hidden from us, but we will not let Satan triumph 
over us; let us fight the good fight and keep the 
faith, and our eyes shall behold the glory of the 
king’s apparel when he shall be clothed therein.” And 
they reported unto the king even as the chamberlain 
had done. P 

15. At last the king himself went to view the gar- 
ment which the wise men had wrought. 

16. And the wise men said unto the king: 
* Blessed art thou, O king, above all the monarchs of 
the earth, for God has prospered thy kingdom and 
has given thee servants faithful and true, for they 
were able to behold the fabric which we hav wrought 
and to handle its texture. An Infidel and an un- 
worthy one is not among them, and blessed art thou 
to be set over so faithful a people." 

17. And the king looked upon the loom, but could 
see no fabric. . 

18. And he thought within himself, * How is this 
thing ? Are all my servants faithful, and shall I alone 
be found a castaway? Surely some charm confounds 
my sight; and some evil spell darkens my discern- 
ment! Hav I not been ever as a father to my peo- 
ple? and hav not they been as children unto me? 
But I will walk by faith, if not by sight, and I shall 
yet escape the snare of the evil one and confound the 
onslaught of the enemy of souls.” - 

19. And the king said unto the wise men, “ The 
fabric which you hav wrought pleases me well, and 
mine eyes delight in the brilliancy of its color. 

20. “Behold the feast of harvest draweth nigh, 
and the people shall present themselvs before me 
with gifts and with rejoicing; then will I be arrayed 
in the garment of your handiwork.” 


CHAPTER III. 


1, And the harvest was ended and the summer was 
past, and the people assembled with presents for the 
king before the royal palace ; 

2. And the wise men arrayed the king in the gar- 
ment which they had wrought. 

3..And the king presented them with gold and 
with precious stones, and the wise men departed for 
their own land. 

. 4. And the garment was light and airy for the 
king's person.  . 

5. And the king walked forth from his chamber to 
present himself before his people. 

6. And the chamberlain and all the king's officers 
and household cried out with loud acclaim, “Behold 
how beautiful is the king arrayed in his regal gar- 
ment!” 

7. And the king stood forth upon the balcony of 
the palace before all the people. 

8. And the people beheld the king and there fell a 
great silence upon them, and they marveled greatly, 
and they made no acclaim unto the king. 

9. And a stripling whose master had come from 
afar to do homage to the king, and the stripling had 
charge of his master’s horses, and he cried out: “By 
the spirit of truth which is within me, the king stands 
before you naked !” 

10. Ànd others reported the saying, and & rumor 
and tumult arose and spread even unto the king and 
to his ears: “The king hath no garments on! the king 
is naked !” 

11. And the chamberlain took off his cloak that 
was upon him, and he put it upon the king, and he 
led the king into his chamber. 

12. And he fell at the king’s feet and he said: “Of 
a truth we hav been deceived by the wise men, and 
by their craftiness they hav laid snares both unto the 
king and unto all his people. And now also are they 
gone and hav taken the king’s gold and silver with 
them.” 


13. And the king and his people marveled greatly 
at the subtlety wherewith they had been deceived by 
the magicians. + 


News and Notes. 


I found a goodly company of Liberals at Marsh- 
field, Coos county. This is quite a lively little 
metropolis on the far-away coast. -There are exten- 
siv coal mines in the neighborhood. The fisheries 
are excellent. The timber is of splendid quality, 
capable of a beautiful finish. The most elegant 
furniture is made from the myrtle wood which 
abounds in this county. Along the shore are what 
they call the “beach mines,” which produce quan- 
tities of gold, and gold mines are also in the mount- 
ains. The soil when cleared is exceedingly fertil. 
It is a good fruit and stock country. Coos bay 
offers one of the best ports of shelter along the 
coast. When railroad communications are complete 
and the natural resources developed, Coos county 
will be a noble country. Its climate is superbly 
healthful. The summers are delicious. It is just 
where the north winds and the south winds meet in 
refreshing currents. There are no cyclones; the 


days flow along with bright and breezy splendor. | 


The winters are-a bit disagreeable, with little snow, 
but considerable rain. There is, however, no ex- 
tremely cold weather. _ ger 

Mr. and Mrs. S. B. Cathcart, Mr: and Mrs. J. D. 
Garfield, Mr. and Mrs. F. Mark, Mr. and Mrs. 
Norman, Mr. and Mrs. C. S. Hilburn, R: M. Hutch- 
eson; Wm. Hall, chairman of the meetings; T. G. 
Owen, E. A. Anderson, S. Miller, Thomas of “ Ken- 
tuck Slew,” Judge Hyde, G. A. Bennett, editor of 
Bay News,” Cyrus Sandrith, T. M. Bridges; Gil- 
more and Garrison, of General Trumbull’s brigade— 
and through the columns of Tux Trura Sxxxxn they 
send greetings to their old commander ; C. G. Grand- 
holm, J. Bazzil and others of Marshfield, S. H. 
Hazard, chairman of meeting at Empire City ; Wm. 
Saunders, A. P. Owens, Fred. Jarvis, O. B. Richard- 
son, Henry Ploeger, etc., of this latter place, make 
up the splendid legion of Coos bay. "Three hundred 
were present at all the meetings in Marshfield, and I 
closed the series of lectures to a-full house, at Empire 
City, on Sunday evening. A Secular Union was 
organized for Coos bay, and thus two strong asso- 
ciations hav been formed in both parts of the county 
—the Coquille and Coos—and they will, no doubt, 
keep our banners to the front in this farthest West- 
ern sea-board of the United States. I felt amply 
repaid for all my arduous journeys in these bright 
results, and the companionship of so many choice 
and forward spirits. . 

Sunday afternoon the steamer Comet, Captain 
Roberts, takes me to Empire City. After the even- 
ing lecture I cross the bay to the little sand-encircled 
ranch of Fred. Jarvis, the stage-driver—a herculean 
companion who would take you safely through every 
peril. .I bunked beside his horses until two o'clock 
in the morning. It was blowing great guns, and the 
big sea was thundering in mighty squadrons upon 
the near beach. . In the faint daylight, after the tide 
was out, we began our journey alongside the Pacific 
to the Umquariver. - 

It was a picture of strange magnificence that hung 
its mystic shadows, and lights, and gloom, and 
glories along that marvelous pathway. On one side 
the sea with its crested billows sweeping from seven 
thousand miles of tumbling waters to our very feet ; 
on the other the faint gray sands, straggling clumps 
of trees, huge fallen trunks, stranded ships, and 
bleak hills. Friend Jarvis wrapped a big oil-cloth tent 
about my body, and I didn’t care for the whirling 
gales that make the sea roar. Brighter grew the 
horizon, and whiter the broad expanse of liquid 
night. Silvery splendors rolled along the orient sky. 
Then the sun, a glittering golden point, burst upon 
the sea and shore, and soon all the billows were gor- 
geous in the draperies of morn, a beautiful army, 
ever advancing and changing its resplendent array, 
with its million feet flashing far as the eye could see 
twenty miles up and down its circling shores. At 
six o'clock the little steamer Juno awaits us at the 
mouth of the Umqua. Up this beautiful winding 
river we go in the now burning heat—the thermom- 
eter at one hundred and thirteen. I make me an 
umbrella of a bedstead and sleep upon the hay bales 
in the breezy shadows, while the soft green hills and 
sylvan dales go floating by. At noon we reach 
Scottsburg. Here we are stranded until next day 
morning, when we take the lumbering stage amid 
heat equal to that of the previous day, and travel to 
Drain’s station, at which we arrive in the afternoon. 
At two o’clock in the morning we are aroused for 
the rushing train, whose music is gladness, for I had 
become tired of the slow-moving coach and clouds of 
dust. In the dawn I reach the church-shadowed 
city of Salem, which they say is awfully pious. I 
had not time to look around, for I..N. McCorkle, of 
Silverton, was ready with a swift team to take me to 
the grand rally which was appointed for that morn- 
ing. It was fourteen miles away, and in the bright 
sunshine we sped along. Glorious Mt. Hood, rising 
like a vast pyramid sixty miles away, crowned the 
green landscapes with snowy lusters. At the ap- 


pointed hour we arrived at the beautiful grove on the 
edge of the little village of Silverton, where the 
gathering was to be—and a grand gathering it was. 
Four or five hundred people were present. The 
band played enlivening music, the choir sang, and I 
then gave an address on “ American Democracy.” 
In the afternoon an equally large number was pres- 
ent, and I spoke on “Mental Sincerity.” Mr. P. D. 
Allen read Washburn’s beautiful address on “Death 
and Immortality,” and the band and choir gave joy- 
ous entertainment. We had our lunch beneath the . 
tall trees and amid the sun-bright shadows. In the 
evening a big meeting was held in the railroad freight 
house. Seats were made of lumber for the accommo- 
dation of about three hundred, and every seat was 
oceupied. I gave “The New Heaven and Earth.” 
Thursday afternoon the Silverton Secular Union was 
organized. One hundred and fourteen names were 
enrolled, representing the best elements in the com- 
munity. In the evening there was another grand 
gathering. 

Friday afternoon I again lectured in the grove, and 


closed the series of lectures in the evening to a 


erowded house. Nothing has been more successful 
and brilliant than our Silverton meetings. The or- 
thodox were simply overwhelmed. The Methodist 
minister was made sick by the affair and had to take ~ 
to his bed. One Methodist sister said I ought to be 
mobbed and hung. “Whom the gods would de- 
stroy they first make mad.” A curious incident oc- 
curred at my first meeting. The Rev. Thomas 
Small has been a minister here for forty years, and 


has ruled with unquestioned authority among the 


members of his sect. He interrupted me once or 
twice in my discourse. He evidently thought the 
Infidel had no rights that he was bound to respect. 
In the course of my address I declared that Chris- 
tianity was in favor of poverty, and quoted the text, 
“Blessed are ye poor?” He instantly cried out, 
“Don’t misrepresent the scriptures. There is no 
such text. It says, ‘Blessed are ye poor in spirit.’” 
I had the exquisit pleasure of showing that he was 
ignorant of his own Bible, and demonstrated before his 
own admirers that it was he that misrepresented the 
scriptures, for I read the text just as I quoted and 
there was no “poor in spirit” aboutit. Oh, what a 
fall there was, my countrymen! The subsequent 
proceedings interested the Rev. Small no more. He 
kept a profound silence. A minister of forty years’ 
standing, he was convicted before his own people of 
absolute ignorance of what the Bible said on a most 
important subject. 

The orthodox are thoroughly demoralized. Last 
winter they had a revival, and after thirty-one days’ 
laborious effort gathered in one hundred and thirty- 
three, of which only sixty proved up their claim at 
the end of the six months’ probation, and most of 
these were women and children. In three days, with- 
out any particular effort, our host numbered over one 
hundred stanch men and women. Abner Allen, 
eighty-seven years old, joined the organization, and 
it was the first organization of any kind that he had 
ever joined. Without doubt, a Freethought hall 
will be built at Silverton, and a splendid influence go 
forth for liberty and justice. Dr. McClure, the presi- 
dent; Mr. Kline, the vice-president; P. D. Allen, 
secretary; Mr. Fitzgerald, treasurer; Mrs. Carrie 
Fitzgerald, Mr. Mount, and Mr. Walford, of the 
executive committee, are brave and energetic work- 
ers; and to back them up in every enterprise are the 
Davenports, the Rosses, the Smiths, the Allens, the 
Wolfords, the Leonards, the Hibbards, the McGeers, 
Macintosh, Buff, Marchbanks, Wright, Forshay, the 
Cooleys, the Geers, and others whom space forbids 
to mention upon the roll of honor and progress. 

The Methodists wanted a debate, but when we 
agreed to debate, their man, the Rev. Driver, was 
unwilling to come to the front. He preferred to giv 
his thunder after I was gone. I sold nearly one 
hundred dollars’ worth of books at Silverton, and 
this shows the deep interest among the people con- 
cerning Freethought; and, more than the lectures, 
these books will continue to disturb the equanimity 
of our orthodox friends, and spread the mighty agi- 
tation for reform. 

Silverton has nobly advanced our cause, and made 
the pulse of freedom quicker, stronger. Hope glitters 
amid the radiance of her beautiful homes. 

Next week and week after I am at Salem, Molalla, 
Portland, MeMinnvile. I am at Corvallis, July 10th ; 
Stagton, July 12th, 13th, 14th; Silverton again, July 
15th ; Forest Grove, July 17th ; Scappose, July 19th, 
20th, 21st; Seattle, July 24th; Port Angeles, July 
31st; Port Townsend, Aug. 7th, 8th, 9th; Colfax, 
Aug. 14th; Pendleton, I expect, Aug. 21st; Baker 
City, Aug. 28th, and then I shall move on to Idaho 
and Utah, ete. SauvuzL P. Pornam. 

Silverton, June 25, 1887. 


o 


Tur Standard estimates the income of Archbishop 
Corrigan at $40,000 a year. This is gathered from 
the cathedraticum ; a tax of $200 on each church in 
the archdiocese, $5,000 salary from the cathedral, his 
palace and its expenses, and a tax of $1 on each 
burial in Calvary cemetery. 
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The Bible of Nature; or, The Principles of|has struggled back to the rescuing rocks of our 
mother earth. Lured by the twinkle of reflected 


Secularism. 
A CONTRIBUTION TO THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE. 
BY FELIX L. OSWALD. : 
Author of * Physical Education,” “The Secret of the East,” etc. 
INTRODUCTION. 


From the dawn of authentic history to the second 
century of our chronological era the nations of an- 
tiquity were beguiled by the fancies of supernatural 
For fifteen hundred years the noblest 


religions. 
nations of the Middle Ages were tortured by the in 
sanities of an antinatural religion. 
come to found & Religion of Nature. 


The principles of that religion are revealed in the 
monitions of our normal instincts, and have never 
been wholly effaced from the soul of man, but for 
long ages the conseiousness of their purpose bas 
been obscured by the mists of superstition and the 


systematic ineuleation of baneful delusions. The 
first taste of alcohol revolts our normal instincts ; 
nature protests against the incipience of a ruinous 
po'son-vice ; but the fables of the Bacchus priests for 
centuries encouraged that vice and deified the genius 
of intemperance. Vice itself blushed to mention the 
immoralities of the pagan gods whose temples invited 
the worship of the heavenly-minded. Altars were 
erected to a goddess of lust, to a god of wantonness, 
to a god of thieves. 

That dynasty of scamp-gods was, at last, forced to 
abdicate, but only to yield their throne to a celestial 
Phalaris, a torture-god who cruelly punished the 
gratification of the most natural instincts, and fore- 
doomed a vast plurality of his children to an 
eternity of horrid and hopeless torments. Every 
natural enjoyment was denounced as sinful. Every 
natural blessing was vilified as a curse in disguise. 
Mirth is the sunshine of the human mind, the love- 
liest impulse of life's truest children; yet the 
apostle of Antinaturalism promised his heaven to the 
gloomy world-despiser.  * Blessed are they that 
mourn.” ‘If any man will come after me, let him 
deny himself and take up his cross daily.” ‘‘ Be af- 
flicted, and mourn and weep; let your laughter be 
turned to mourning and your joy to heaviness.” 
“Woe unto you that laugh.” “If any man come 
to me and hate not his father and mother, his wife 
and children, his brothers and sisters, yea, and his 
own life also, he cannot be my disciple.” 

The love of health is as natural as the dread of 
pain and decrepitude. The religion of Antinatural- 
ism revoked the health laws of the Mosaic code, and 
denounced the care even for the preservation of life 
itself. * Take no thought for your life, what ye shall 
eat or what ye shall drink, nor yet for your body, 
what ye shall put on." “ Bodily exercise profiteth but 
little.” ‘There is nothing from without a man that, 
entering him, can defile him.” i 

The love of knowledge awakens with the dawn of 
reason; a normal child is naturally inquisitive; the 
wonders of the visible creation invite the study of 
every intelligent observer. The enemies of nature 
suppressed the manifestations of that instinct, and 
hoped to enter their paradise by the crawling trail of 
blind faith. ** Blessed are they that do not see and 
yet believe." “He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved, but he that believeth not shall be 
damned.” “He that believeth not is condemned 
already.” 

The love of freedom, the most universal of the 
protective instincts, was suppressed by the constant 
inculcation of passive resignation to the yoke of “ the 
powers that be," of abject submission to oppression 
and injustice. “Resist not evil" “Of him that 
taketh away thy goods ask them not again." ‘“ Who- 
soever shall compel thee to go & mile, go with him 
twain.” “Submit yourselves to the powers that be." 

The love of industry, the basis of social welfare, 
that manifests itself even in social insects, was de- 
nounced as unworthy of a true believer: “Take no 
thought, saying, What shall we eat? what shall we 
drink? or wherewithal shall we be clothed? For 
after all these things do the gentiles seek.” ‘Take 
no thought of the morrow, for the morrow shall take 
thought for the things of itself” “Ask and it shall 
be given you," i.e., stop working and rely on miracles 
and prayer. 

The hope for the peace of the grave, the last solace 
of the wretched and weary, was undermined by the 
dogmas of eternal hell, and the preórdained damna- 
tion of all earth-loving children of nature: “He that 
hateth not his own life cannot be my disciple." 
“ The children of the kingdom shall be cast out into 
utter darkness, there shall be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth.” “ They shall be cast into a furnace of fire, 
theré shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth." “They 
shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the 
presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of 
the Lamb.” “And the smoke of their torment as- 
cendeth forever and ever, and they have no rest day 
nor night.” 

For fifteen centuries the pilot of the church lured 
_ our forefathers to a whirlpool of mental and physical 
degeneration, till the storms of the Protestant revolt 
enabled them to break the spell of the fatal eddies, 
and, like a swimmer saving his naked life, mankind 


The time has 


human face. 


stars, we have plunged into the maelstrom of Anti- 


naturalism, and after regaining the shore, by utmost 
efforts, it seems now time to estimate the expenses 


of the adventure. 
The suppression of science has retarded the prog- 
ress of mankind by a full thousand years. 


lingered in the evening twilight of pagan civilization, 


but with the confirmed rule of the church the gloom 


of utter darkness overspread the homes of her slaves, 


-and the delusions of that dreadful night far exceeded 


“The 
cloud of universal ignorance,” says Hallam, “was 


the worst superstitions of pagan barbarism. 


broken only by a few glimmering lights, who owe 
almost the whole of their distinction to the surround- 
ing darkness. 
society more adverse to the intellectual improvement 
of mankind than one which admitted no middle line 
between disoluteness and fanatical mortifications. No 
original writer of any merit arose, and learning may 
be said to have languished in a region of twilight for 
the greater part of a thousand years. In 992 it was 
asserted that scarcely a single person was to be found, 
in Rome itself, who knew the first elements of letters. 
Not one priest of a thousand in Spain, about the age 
of Charlemagne, could address a common letter of 
salutation to another.” In that midnight hour of 
unnatural superstitions every torch-bearer was per- 
secuted as an enemy of the human race. Bruno, 
Campanella, Keppler, Vanini, Galilei, Copernicus, 
Descartes, and Spinoza had to force their way through 
a snapping and howling pack of monkish fanatics 
who beset the path of every reformer, and overcome 
the heroism of ali but the stoutest champions of light 
and freedom. From the tenth to the end of the 
sixteenth century not less than 3,000,000 “ heretics,” 
i.e., scholars and free inquirers, had to expiate their 
love of truth in the flames of the stake. 

The systematic suppression of freedom, in the very 


instincts of the human mind, turned Christian Europe 
into a universal slave-pen: of bondage and tyranny; 


there were only captives and jailors, abject serfs and 
their inhuman masters. Freedom found a refuge 
only in the fastnesses of the mountains; in the wars 
against the pagan Saxons the last freemen of the 
plains were slain like wild beasts; a thousand of 
their brave leaders were beheaded on the market 
square of Quedlinburg, thousands were imprisoned 
in Christian convents, or dragged away to the bond- 
age of feudal and ecclesiastic slave farms where they 
learned to envy the peace of the dead and the free- 
dom of the lowest savages. “One sees certain dark, 


livid, naked, sunburnt, wiid aniníals, male and female, 


scattered over the country and attached to the soil, 


which they root and turn over with indomitable per- 


severance. They have, as it were, an articulate 
voice; and when they rise to their feet they show a 
They are, in fact, men; they creep at 
night into dens, where they live on black bread, water, 
and roots. They spare other men the labor of plow- 
ing, sowing, and harvesting, and, therefore, deserve 
some small share of the bread they have grown. Yet 
they were the fortunate peasants—those who had 
bread and work—and they were then the few” (while 
half the arable territory of France was in the hands 
of the church). “Feudalism,” says Blanqui, “ was a 
concentration of all scourges. The peasant, stripped 
of the inheritance of his fathers, became the property 
of ignorant, inexorable, indolent masters. He was 
obliged to travel fifty leagues with their carts when- 
ever they required it; he labored for them three 
days in the week, and surrendered to them half the 
product of his earnings during the other three ; with- 
out their consent, he could not change his residence 
or marry. And why, indeed, should he wish to 
marry, if he could scarcely save enough to maintain 
himself? The Abbot Alcuin had twenty thousand 
slaves called serfs, who were forever attached to the 
soil. This is the great cause of the rapid depopula- 
tion observed in the Middle Ages, and of the pro- 
digious multitude of convents which sprang up on 
every side. It was doubtless a relief to such miser- 
able men to find in the cloisters a retreat from op- 
pression; but the human race never suffered a more 
cruel outrage, industry never received & wound 
better caleulated to plunge the world again into the 
darkness of the rudest antiquity. It suffices to say 
that the prediction of the approaching end of the 
world, industriously spread by the rapacious monks 
at this time, was received without terror." 

The joy-hating insanities of the unnatural creed 
blighted the lives of thousands, and trampled the 
flowers of earth even on the bleak soil of North 
Britain, where the children of nature need every hour 
of respite from cheerless toil. * All social pleasures," 
says Buckle, “all amusements and all the joyful in- 
stinets of the human heart were denounced as sinful. 
The clergy looked on all comforts as sinful in them- 
selves, merely because they were comforts. ‘The 
great object of life was to be in a state of constant 
affliction. Whatever pleased the senses was to be 
suspected. It mattered not what a man liked; the 
mere fact of his liking it made it sinful. Whatever 
was natural was wrong.” 


For a 
century or two the Mediterranean peninsulas still 


We-cannot conceive of any state of 


The dogma of exclusive salvation by faith made 
forcible conversion appear an act of mercy, and stim- 
ulated those wars of aggression that have cost the 
lives of more than thirty millions of our fellow-men. 
In the Crusades alone five millions of victims were 


| sacrificed on the altar of fanaticism ; the extermination 


of the Moriscos reduced the population of Spain by 
seven millions; the man-hunts of the Spanish-Ameri- 
ean priests almost annihilated the native population 
of the West Indies and vast areas of Central and 
South America, once as well-settled as the most 
fertile regions of Southern Europe. The horrid 
butcheries in the land of the Albigenses, in the 
mountain homes of the Vaudois, and the Spanish 
provinces of the Netherlands exterminated the in- 
habitants of whole cities and districts, and drenched 
the fields of earth with the blood of her noblest 
children. l 

The neglect of industry and the depreciation of 
secular pursuits proved the death-blow of rational 
agriculture. The garden-lands of the Old World be- 
came sand-wastes, the soil of the neglected, fields was 
scorched by summer suns and torn by winter floods 
till three million square miles of once fruitful lands 
were turned into hopeless deserts. “ The fairest and 
fruitfulest provinces of the Roman empire,” says 
Professor Marsh—“ precisely that portion of terres- 
trial surface, in short, which about the commence- 
ment of the Christian era was endowed with the 
greatest superiority of soil, climate, and position, 
which had been carried to the highest pitch of 
physical improvement—is now completely exhausted 
of its fertility. A territory larger than all Europe, 
the abundance of which sustained in bygone centuries 
a population scarcely inferior to that of the whole 
Christian world at the present day, has been entirely 
withdrawn from human use, or, at best, is thinly 
inhabited. There are regions, where the 
operation of causes, set in action by man, has brought 
the face of the earth to a state of desolation almost 
as complete as that of the moon; and though within 
that brief space of time which we call the historical 
period, they are known to have been covered with 
luxuriant woods, verdant pastures, and fertile mead- 
ows, they are now too far deteriorated to be reclaim- 
able by man, nor can they become again fitted for his 
use except through great geological changes or other 
agencies, over which we have no control . . . 
Another era of equal improvidence would reduce this 
earth to such a condition of impoverished productive- 
ness as to threaten the depravation, barbarism, and, 
perhaps, even the extinction of the human species” 
(Man and Nature, pp. 4, 43). 

The experience of the Middle Ages has, indeed, 
been bought at a price which the world cannot afford 
to pay a second time. The sacrifices of fifteen cent- 
uries have failed to purchase the millennium of the 
Galilean Messiah, and the time has come to seek 
salvation by a different road. 

The Religion of the Future will preach the Gospel 
of Redemption by reason, by science, and by con- 
formity to the laws of our health-protecting instincts. 
Its teachings will reconcile instinct and precept, and 
make Nature the ally of education. Its mission will 
seek to achieve its triumphs, not by the suppression, 
but by the encouragement of free inquiry ; it will 
dispense with the aid of pious frauds; its success 
will be a victory of truth, of freedom, and humanity ; 
it wil reconquer our earthly paradise, and teach us 
to renounce the Eden that has to be reached through 
the gates of death. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
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Astronomy and Geology at War. 


Taur Truta SzrxER'S “Different Accounts” of 
world formation—#. e., the biblical and the scientific 
—is amusing and instructiv. But I cannot refrain 
from incidentally pointing out the conflict of modern 
science with itself, or rather the conflict of geology 
with astronomy. It is assumed that the Laplace 
theory of cooling and condensing worlds is true, and 
then, to contradict the biblical assertion that the 
creation of the world was about six thousand ‘years 
ago, Tae True SEEKER says: 

The earth in cooling must hav taken three hundred and 
fifty millions of years. 

I turn now to Neweomb's * Popular Astronomy " 
and quote: 

It is thus found that if the sun had, in the beginning, filled 
all space, the amount of heat generated by his contraction to 
his present volume would hav been sufiicient to last eighteen 
million years at his present rate of radiation. We can say 
with entire certainty that the sun cannot hav been radiating 
heat at the present rate for more than this period unless he - 
has, in the mean time, received a miraculous accession of 
energy from some source outside. 

Professor Neweomb's calculation is doubtless ac- 
cepted by every astronomer who believes in the La- 
place theory. But it is at war with geological data. 
Tf the sun, including our earth and the whole plan- 
etary system, has condensed from “all space” in 
eighteen million, how can this little earth hav been 
cooling three hundred and fifty million years ? 

But there is no proof: that the sun is contracting 
or that it ever was any larger than itisnow. On the 
contrary, ages of meteoric accretion must hav en- 
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larged it. And so also we know that the earth ig 
slowly enlarging. This accretion hypothesis is not 
hampered by time. The growth of worlds is as long 
as eternity. 

No wonder Professor Newcomb is constrained to 
add that man has probably existed on this planet less 
than ten thousand years, and civilization less than 
- four thousand. Every well-informed geologist is cer- 
tain that man has existed at least hundreds of thou- 
sands of years, and probably millions. 

. The fallacy of the Laplace theory can be shown in 
afew words. The maximum thickness of the earth’s 
fossiliferous strata is fifteen miles or more. The low- 
est Silurian rock uncovered by later formations con- 
tains fossil animals and plants which must hav lived 
in a mild temperature. But it is certain that other 
Silurian rocks, containing the same species of animals 
and plants, are now buried many miles deep under 
later deposits. Say it is ten miles at the lowest. 
Now, what is the temperature at that depth? About 
1,0009 Fahrenheit! So, then, we hav this result: 
Those Paleozoic creatures, which never could hav 
lived in a temperature much over 1009, are now in 
their fossil state heated up to 1,0009. And this is 
your cooling world! i Borr. 

aa co 


An Open Letter to Friends. 


Only three more days and I start for Abingdon 
Court-house, so I pen one more letter to the old 
Truru SsEKER, and in doing so the face and fate of 
its beloved founder arise vividly before me, almost 
making me feel as if he was here present reading the 
_ lines as they drop from my pen-point. He went 

through the same round of experiencés I hav. At 
first he was almost alone in his radical views, but de- 
termined to speak his honest thought though ever so 
unpopular, because he felt it was truth and the 
world needed it. Arrested by post-office spies for 
obscenity, he stoutly denied the charge, and the 
“consensus of the competent” pronounced him 
guiltless, yet he was convicted simply because it was 
a foregone determination of his enemies that he 
should be. 

A few days more may tell the same tale for me. 
But I want, while I can, to assure you all how grati- 
fied I hav been at the strong support of press and 
people that has been vouchsafed me. It has helped 
to mold public opinion at home and abroad, and 
has made the waiting days pass, not only in tolera- 

. tion, but with actual pleasure and enjoyment. : 

Over eight hundred letters hav brought the mag- 

. netism of kind words, sympathizing words, cheering 
words, indorsing words, and hopeful words. And 
words hav not been all! Money for defense has 
come far more lavishly than I had dared to hope. 
Should any remain in my hands, when all is over, it 
will be sent to the National Defense Association, 
where it can be used to defend others who are un- 
` justly prosecuted and persecuted. 

Right here I want to make one simple explanation 
of what-has gone against me more than almost any 
other one thing. Some months before my arrest I 
became deeply interested in the subject of hybrids, 
and in the correspondence many wonderful accounts 
of monstrosities born of connections between animals 
and human beings came to me from many quarters. 
I knew Heywood was interested in all that pertains 
to sex and heredity, so wrote a note to him telling 
him of the stories I had received, and to my sorrow 
and surprise he published the item in the Word. 
I did not think it fit for publication, so failed to mark 
it “ private," and when I wrote a letter for his paper 
disclaiming all approval of such connections, I did not 
think of correcting the impression that I had pur- 
posely sent the item for print, and not till I had re- 
ceived letters from several friends telling me they 
-could not help to defend my case because I had ad- 
vertised these stories in the Word did I see the shape 
they had taken in other minds. l 

That it acted as an advertisment I soon realized, 
for so many wrote for them ; but unless I thought 
the writers interested in the subject for science's 
sake I refused to send them, and explained to them 
the manner in which the subject was made public. 
But I think this is my first explanation for print, and 
just now, while every act of my past is closely 
scrutinized, it is well to explain the error and how it 
occurred. I am usually cautious in placing before 
the publie what I think will be misunderstood or will 
in any way lead to the vulgarizing of the human 
mind. 

True seientifie inquirers will be aided and helped 
by much that would be harmful to the undeveloped 
intellect of the ignorant or the very immature. J 
cannot expect to meet the approval of all on all 
subjects. 

Many of our German friends disapprove of helpin 
me because I believe in Prohibition, but I don’t be- 
lieve in the Prohibitory laws as they are, and are ad- 
vocated by the church and the masses, I think the 
government should own and run all manufactories of 
liquor, and see that all was genuin and unedulter- 
ated, and hav it all sold at certain places and stated 
prices, just as postage stamps are. The people make 
the laws for the benefit of the whole people, while 


‘bright and hallowed radiance of his honored and be- 


‘cents. 


liquor rings work specially for their own benefit, 
caring little or nothing for the consumer. It is my 
propensity of giving the pure and genuin, and fur- 
nishing each customer the full value of his money, 
that has helped place me before the people as I just 
now find myself. 

If a correspondent sent a stamp for information, I 
always gave all I could, sometimes several dollars’ 
worth, including time and stationery. I am money 
out on all the work I hav ever done for the public 
and in the correspondence.. I may be out far more 
than this ere it is all ended, yet I would not. take 
back one iota of it all, even to jail experience and 
broken health, for I believe it has done great good, 
and will do still greater. Life is short at the best, 
and we can each of us do but little. I hav the testi- 
mony of hundreds that I hav helped and benefited 
them. Can one regret doing good? As yet no 
testimony has come .of anyone ever having been 
harmed by aught I’ve said or written. So I go 
quietly to my trial, hoping whatever the verdict of 
the court may be, that my little world, the Liberal 
world, will stand by me only one-half as earnestly as 
they did by D. M. Bennett—only one-half as earnestly 
as he would, could he hav lived till now. In the 


loved name I rest my case, bidding each and all of 
you a cheerful and hopeful good-bye. 
TO ELMINA'S FRIENDS, HELPERS, AND CUSTOMERS. 

I am receiving quite a number of letters, the 
writers of which ‘say they mailed me money and 
failed to hear from me as to its reception. I hav 
written to every one who has sent as much as ten 
I always try to answer all business letters at 
once, If any hav ordered books or photos, or sent 
money that has not been acknowledged, they may be 
sure the fault is in the mails. I mail my letters, 
packages, and papers myself, and attend to it well. If 
books fail to reach customers, I shall be glad to hear 
of it,and will do all I can to make it right. I 
earnestly thank all who hav aided me by sending for 
books. ELMINA DRAKE SrENKER. 

July 6, 287. . j 

Liberal papers please copy. 
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Beecher and Ingersoll. 


The beautiful tribute of Robert Ingersoll to the 
memory of Henry Ward Beecher recalled a unique 
and characteristic defense of the first-named gentle- 
man by the Plymouth pastor. There had been some 
talk of a public controversy between the alleged 
Infidel and Christian, and some members of Ply- 
mouth were quite anxious for such a discussion, but 
the majority were seriously opposed to it. One gen- 
tleman in particular was most bitter in his denuncia- 
tion of Mr. Ingersoll, and among other things 
remarked, “ No man has any right to tear down un- 
less he can build up with equal facility.” 

“Brother,” said Mr. Beecher with a chuckle, “ the 
foundations of your faith must be very knock-kneed, 
and you ought to be obliged to Ingersoll or any 
other man who would sweep them away. True faith 
and true love cannot be disturbed by logician, Infidel, 
or iconoclast. That which is not true ought to go, 
and if there is anything I do enjoy it is to seea 
brave and able man pitch into the superstitions of 
the age. He can’t whack ’em too hard to suit me.” 

At another time a gentleman was relating a story 
of Ingersoll’segotism. An admirer of this gentleman 
desired him to visit his mother, an old lady of sev- 
enty, who was an ardent Presbyterian. Mr. Inger- 
soll declined on the plea of not wishing to unsettle 
the belief of so venerable a matron. 

“ The arrogance of supposing himself able to show 
an old Christian like that the error of her ways!” 
said the critic with a sneer. 

“I don’t believe he ever said it,” said Mr. Beecher 
with some irritation. “It is not in harmony with 
his character. If the lies that are told about public 
men could be materialized, they would wall in and 
roof over the whole earth."— ZZeanor Kirk in the 
World. 

eo 
Prehistoric Man. 

A valuable collection, numbering more than ten 
thousand objects, illustrating the habits and accom- 
plishments of prehistoric man in western Europe, was 
opened to public exhibition at the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution, July 7th. These were gathered during a five 
years’ residence abroad by Mr. Thomas Wilson, ex- 
United States consul at Nice, and his wife. They 
hav been so arranged as to illustrate the gradual 
progression of the race from the beginning of the 
Paleolithic epoch of archæology (the Quaternary of 
geology) down to and through the Bronze age to its 
merging with the Iron, just preceding the dawn of 
prehistoric time. 

The series begins with the chipped stone elements 
of the creatures who, during perhaps sixty or seventy 
centuries, roamed over all that portion of the con- 
tinent then above water and not covered with ice. 
The jaw-bones of these people lack the fixtures, so to 
speak, to which in modern humanity the tongue 
museles are attached; and this leads to the pre- 
sumption that they did not possess the power of 


wall. 


speech. However that may be, the shape of their 
skulls indicates that they could hav had nothing of 
interest or importance to say. 


The dawn of the Glacial period drove them to the : 


caves, where, during a residence of some centuries, 
they invented clothes. 
ence in great numbers of stone scrapers used in pre-. 
paring the hides of their quadrupedal contemporaries. 
From chipped stone they hav advanced to ground or 
polished stone, and thence to implements of bone. 
Now came the dawn of art, and their finest bone 
implements were engraved with pictures of the horse, 
reindeer, and bear. ? 


This is proved by the exist- - 


The collections of pottery and bronze of a much 


later period are curious and extensiv.: Of bronze 
there are barbed fish hooks, exactly like those of to- 
day; long pins with globular heads as large as 
walnuts, the counterparts of the implements used by 
modern ladies to keep the hat in place; and, finally, 
there are safety pins, used by Etruscan maidens long 
before the advent of Romulus and Remus,. which 
contain in the germ every principle of that most 
useful article known to the modern nursery. 


te 
Professor Klein’s Star. 
Astronomer Klein, of Kentucky, recently made the 


startling announcement that he had discovered the 
Star of Bethlehem “in the northwestern heavens 
near the horizon.” Mr. Klein’s knowledge of astron- 


omy may be judged by the following letter from 
Richard A. Proctor to the Globe-Democrat : 


Astronomers hav to thank Mr. Klein for the amusement he 
has afforded them. 

The smoked glasses and mirror attachment which hav 
shown him Cassiopeia in the day-time, though at night 
he cannot find either the constellation or his marvelous star, 
would be useful improvements. He should patent them. 
Hitherto astronomers, idiotic old fogies that they are, hav 
supposed smoked glasses chiefly useful in diminishing light, 
not in making faint objects visible. 

It may interest Mr. Klein and others ignorant of elementary 
matters in astronomy to learn that Cassiopeia is never ** be- 
low the horizon, and consequently invisible from our lati- 
tude"—our latitude meaning any latitude in Kentucky. 
Cassiopeia at midnight. at this season, is as high above the 
horizon as at 4in the afternoon. The constellation may be 
invisible at midnight through smoked glasses or with the 
mirror attachment in which the Hartford observer rejoices. 
Smoked glasses and mirror attachments are indeed not greatly 
esteemed by astronomers as aids in observing stars. But 
assuredly every star down to the seventh magnitude can be 
seen in Cassiopeia now at midnight, and Mr. Klein’s Star of 
Bethlehem is not visible among them.. While he has been 
smoking glasses, somebody has been smoking him. 

But possibly this portentous new star comes out in the 
daytime to oblige Mr. Klein, and goes in again—perhaps even - 
works its way out of Cassiopeia to get below the horizon— 
at night, just to vex astronomers. 

Let me explain, however, that though in writing about the 
matter for European and American magazines and journals 
I hav done my best to get all the fun out of the Kentuckian 
professor’s ‘‘ discovery " that lies in it—and that is saying a 
good deal, for it is the funniest thing I hav yet heard of—I 
hav been careful not to. describe it as an essentially Ken- 
tuckian or American achievement. It curiously illustrates 
prevalent ignorance about matters astronomical—but that is 
Respectfully yours, Rionarp A. Prooror. 

>to 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Sinoz the commencement of the lecture season last fall, 
J. E. Remsburg has delivered three hundred lectures. 


J. Henry SOHROEDER, of Arago, Coos county, Or., under 
date of June 18th, writes: ‘‘Coos county was struck with 
a Liberal cyclone this week. It visited Myrtle Point first 
on the 14th inst., and swept through Arago, Coquelle City, 
Bandon, and Marshfield, and is expected to spend its force 
at Empire City to-morrow night, and then leave the county 
for other parts of the state. Its course from here has not 
been definitly calculated, but will be north ward as far as 
Washington territory, then east. It would be advisable for 
people north of here to prepare for it. It seemed to increase 
in force, so that Coquelle and Bandon got a little heavier 
dose than the two first-mentioned places. Marshfield and 
Empire City are yet to hear from. The damage cannot yet 
be estimated. Fortunately there was nobody killed. It 
seems that the principal damage done was & mental disturb- 
ance, and it is feared that some will not recover. The most 
singular feature of the affair is that a majority, especially 
those who sustained the greatest damage, are now praying 
that it may retrace its course and visit us again, and complete 
the destruction. They would rather build on a new and 
strong foundation than patch up an old and partially worn 
structure. Later.—Some hav not yet recovered from the 
shock, and are undecided. The present outlook, however, 
is that those who lack the means (‘ poor sinners’) will patch 
up the old structure and make it serve their purpose a while 
longer, while others more energetic hav already commenced 
to clear away the debris, and will build anew. Some are 
talking of emigrating; but cannot decide where to go. 
Nearly all the Liberals here are showing & Spirit of self-sac- 
rifice by rendering every necessáry assistance, and doing all 
in their power to alleviate the suffering of the poor unfort- 
unates. Putnam is a brick. He has endeared himself to 
us by his congeniality and gentlemanly deportment, as well 
as his devotion to the cause of humanity. We hav lived ina 
new earth this week, and hope to reach the new heaven in 
the future. The ‘American Democracy’ is our ideal, and we 
hav decided to enlist in the cause and fight for the same. 
The Coquelle Liberal Union was organized at. Bandon, Coos 
county, Or., on the 16th inst. J. Henry Schroeder was 
chosen temporary president, and J. M. Upton secretary. It 
will hav a membership of over one hundred, and looks for- 
ward with pleasure to the time when it may affiliate with 
other organizations of the kind, and do its part in the 
reformation,” 
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Gommuanications. 


Mrs. Colman’s Reminiscences. 


As I read the letter, “It’s a hard case,” said Mr. 
Lincoln, “but what can I do? I havno more money 
: than she has. Cami you take her off my hands?" I 

said in answer, “Mr. President, when I came in I 
told you I was very glad I had no favor to ask of 
you, but really I shall be most happy to grant you 
one, and so if you will write on this envelope the 
words you hav just said to me, ‘It is hard, but I, the 
president, hav no more money than she has.—Abra- 
ham Lincoln," said’ I, ^I will take her and see that 
the sick woman's rent is paid.” The president put 
on a look which meant, “You hav the best of me,” 
took the letter, and wrote on the outside, “I con- 
sider this a very worthy case .—AÀbe Lincoln.” I 
took the woman, but I learned in that conversation 
of perhaps something more than fifteen minutes that 
he, Mr. Lincoln, was not glad to be the emancipator 
of a race of slaves. Perhaps he came to rejoice over 
it when he realized that by the logic of events his 
name would be immortal for that act, but he did not 
see it then. He believed in the white race and not in 
the colored, and he did not want them to be equal 
politically or socially. My work continued with the 
freed people through the year, though I often visited 
the hospitals, and did what I could to while the time 
away with the poor maimed and homesick soldiers, 

A woman's presence was always a joy to them. 
There was a volunteer nurse, a Mrs. Mary Parker, 
with whom I was intimately acquainted, whose name 
should be printed in letters of gold on enduring 
marble. She worked without salary, as she did not 
please the woman who had charge of the nurse's de- 
partment, and was therefore summarily dismissed 
from government employment; but she worked, giv- 
ing herself very little rest, day or night, sleeping for 
an hour or two wherever night overtook her. She 
slept in the warehouse where the soldiers’ supplies 
were kept, when within reach. of the building, on a 
pile of blankets, and if the blankets were gone, on 
the boxes. She visited all the hospitals in the entire 
district once a week if possible, but her daily visits 
were at the hospitals in Alexandria. The soldiers 
told her all their grievances, and she never once 
failed to get them removed, when they were found 
to be real, and not the effect of a morbid condition of 
the sufferer. After the first year of work, she had 
become so well known to President Lincoln that he 
said to those whom it concerned, *When Mrs. 
Parker asks for an ambulance, giv her the best pair 
of horses and the most trusty driver. "There's no 
need of questioning her; she is on some mission of 
mercy which everyone else has forgotten." The 
surgeon-general became her powerful friend, and 
more than one incompetent ór cruel surgeon lost his 
place by being represented to him (the surgeon- 
general) in his true colors by Mrs. Parker. She 
shared the soldiers' rations, and the soldiers shared 
with her whatever friends sent to her for her com- 
fort. ; 

One day she came to my room with her feet 
literally on the ground. She did not know it, though 
it was in March, and wet and cold. She was full of 
enthusiasm about a young soldier whom she had in 
her tent (some of the Western soldiers had given 
her a tent, and now she had a home). He was very 
young, had fallen away on his march, and was 
reported drunk or a deserter. Mrs. Parker had 
found him, knew that he was sick, had ordered an 
ambulance and brought him to her home, and after 
making him comfortable, she had been to the pres- 
ident, and he had said, * Yes, yes,” to whatever she 
desired, and now on her way home she had called to 
tell me and to ask me to come and see “her dear 
sick boy." I looked down at her feet, her toes pro- 
truding from the holes in her shoes, and said, “Mary 
Parker, you havn't been into the White House in 
such a plight?’ She said, “I didn't once think of 
my feet, and I don’t think the president saw them. 
I was in such haste to get the pardon before my 
poor boy soldier dies, so that he could see it.” I 
took from my purse five dollars and said, “Swear to 
me that you will buy you a pair of shoes on your 
way home, and I will giv you this money to pay for 
them. I can’t afford to giv it to you for any other 
purpose" She said, “I will.” But when, a week 
from that time, she came to tell me the young soldier 
was dead and buried, her feet were in the same rag- 
ged shoes. I said, “Your feet—what does it mean?” 
“ I couldn’t help it. I know if you had been with 
me and seen the soldier that I used that money for, 
you would hav forgotten bare feet.” Such was Mary 
Parker, who for all the years of the war gave herself 
to the welfare of the soldier. She never received 
one dollar from the government for her services, but 
I hope some of the soldiers for whom she worked so 
faithfully remembered her and made her some remu- 
neration. 

Jane Gray Swisshelm, one of the earliest of the 
Woman's Rights women, a lineal descendant of the 


family to which Lady Jane Gray belonged, did | his sanity impeached. 


valiant service in the hospitals. 
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LaRoy Sunderland possessed. Her hands always 
soothed the patient; even the amputation of a limb 
seemed not painful if only Mrs. Swisshelm was the 
assistant ; her touch overcame the suffering. But like 
Mrs. Parker (the nurse), she could not come under 
rules. She knew what and how to do, and when to 
do it, and so, as a soldier, she would hav been a 
sharp-shouter or a scout, never a subordinate. It 
was my privilege to know her well, and knowing, to 
appreciate her. I used to think, as on my visits to 
my various schools, I met or passed the ambulances 
filled with maimed and bleeding men, and often 
dying men, how great must hav been the wrong of 
chattel slavery that required such a sacrifice of life 
to abolish, and wonder if woman were only an activ 
power in the government if she would not hav found 
& way to remove the wrong without the dreadful 
war ; but the thing that most distressed me was the 
seeing of young boys handcuffed together in charge 
of some officer, accused of deserting or some lesser 
offense. These boys—they were not old enough for 
men—liad been, in many cases, hired by some men 
as substitutes for themselvs, they, the boys, having 
no idea what a soldier’s life meant; charmed by the 
martial music and the persuasiv power of the speak- 
ers, they had enlisted. The life was too much for 
either their physical or moral nature to endure, and 
so they had fallen and were prisoners. At last came 
the end and Richmond was taken, but one morning, 
not & month after the joyful news, canie the shock of 
the president's death. What need to write it? Is 
not every one familiar with the tragedy? One thing 
you are not familiar with unless you were a witness ; 
that is, the grief of the colored people all through 
the District of Columbia. They had looked upon 
the president as their savior, and loved him as such, 
and, added to their grief, they feared now they would 
be returned to bondage. It was touching to hear 
their wailings; every hut whose occupant possessed 
a rag of black cloth, or, not possessing, could obtain 
it, found it a delight to hang it over the door, and 
when the day came when, for the time being, all, 
without regard to the color of the skin, were allowed 
to enter the White House, not one failed to look upon 
the face of théir dead friend. And now came the 
trial of the assassinators, all of which you will find 
in the chronicles of the day. I only make this 
record, that, so far as I could judge from the evidence, 
and I attended the trial, Mrs. Surratt had no more to 
do with the murder of President Lincoln than had 
any other rebel woman. She, no doubt, desired it, 
88 did many another rebel, but that she in any way 
aided or abetted, or even knew anything about it 
until after the occurrence, was not,in my opinion, 
proved even by circumstantial evidence; but men 
seemed mad. I was present in the court when Mrs. 
Surratt’s daughter entered, looking wild with grief. 
She was not allowed to look one moment upon her 
mother, but one of the officials took hold of the poor 
girl’s shoulders, turned her around, and put her out 
of the court. "Mrs. Surratt was not allowed speech 
with a woman after her arrest: Man made the law, 
man arrested her, man tried her, by man she was 
pronounced guilty, and by man she was hung by the 
neck until she was dead. I do not find anything 
to say about * woman's rights ;” it is all woman's 
wrongs. My good cousin need nob hav warned me 
that I would make my reminiscences unpopular by 
writing of the rights of women;l find so much of 
wrongs that I hav no space for rights. I think great 
injustice was done to one man, perhaps two, who 
were found guilty of aiding in the assassination ; but 
the people were mad with fear, and the civil author- 
ities and military commission that tried the prison- 
ers only carried out the will of the people at large. 
Had they become less bloodthirsty, that they were 
so careful of the arch-traitor. Jefferson Davis? 
Syraeuse, N. Y. Lvox N. Corman. 
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The Iron Bed of Proerustes. 
i From Unity. 

The age of fable has bequeathed us a very sugges- 
tiv bit of mythology in the story of Procrustes. Upon 
an iron bedstead which this notorious highwayman 
possessed, all the victims which fell into his hands 
were stretched. If they were too long for the bed, 
their legs were cut off. If too short, they were 
stretched. Bed and victim must.be made to fit at 
any cost. 

This myth suggests an analogy in the mental his- 
tory of man. Established opinion has ever been 
iramping up and down the highway of thought and 
has stretched upon the Procrustean bed of torture 
the advanced thinkers of every age. 

In the past men of independent thought were 
burnt, poisoned, hung, drowned, buried alive, 
smothered, crucified, for attempting to enlarge or 
purify the world’s knowledge and life. None of 
these things are done now. e man of ideas is 
merely figurativly stretched on the Procrustean bed 
of dogmatism. Instead of chopping off his legs, his 
character is impugned, his heart declared hardened, 
Instead of stretching the 


She had the same} thinker’s limbs, his ideas are tortured and twisted 


stroyed. 

Time was in Christian history when the church 
willingly sacrificed life in the holy effort to make 
earth’s noblest men fit the iron bed of dogma! 
Mother Church found the monk Luther an eccentric 
child. She tried to put him to bed and to sleep, but 
he refused to be silenced by such benumbing lullaby. 
The success of Luthers protest encouraged the 
human spirit. Since his time the rise and progress 
of Rationalism and the disintegration of dogmatic 
theology has been a movement of steadily increasing 
breadth and momentum. 

Organized Christianity is now ashamed of its iron 
bed. But no amount of sanctimonious whitewash or . 
pious paint can efface the stains and spots upon it. 
Liberal and humane men in all denominations wish 
to put the hateful thing in the theological attic. 
But mark the irony of fate. Science and the purified 
religious consciousness of humanity insist in bring- 
ing that iron bed (the plan of which was revealed 
from heaven) into the clear light of day. 

It is not proposed to stretch persons upon this 
bedstead. The intelligence of the age proposes to 
put it to a new and more noble use. Henceforth it 
shall be called the bed of truth, and all ideas which 
will not fit it must be modified until they do. If 
any man chooses to tie to theories that cannot rest 
peacefully upon this humanized Procrustean bed, he 
may be permitted to do so. There is no law to pre- 
vent one from believing in any amount of supersti- 
tion, except the law of right thinking; and if one 
will ignore that law, there islittle to be said. People 
may lie down on their bed of dogmatism in fancied 
security, but the coverings that prevent contact with 
the iron framework of truth are being rapidly worn 
out, and at no distant day contact with reality will 
startle the human mind into a self-conscious appre- 
ciation of the fact that it has been bound for centu- 
ries upon the Procrustean bed of delusion. 

Franz L. Paaren. 


—— — d$ 9———— ————— 
Parable of the Monkeys. 

In a certain forest on the far-distant borders of 
the sea there lived a tribe of monkeys. Though 
their rank in civilization and learning was compara- 
tivly low, these monkeys led a life of peace and con- 
tentment. They obeyed implicitly the mandates of 
their ruler, adhered strictly to the laws of the tribe, 
and performed their religious duties with devotion 
and sincerity. Old age and infirmities were re- 
spected, the weaker sex was-treated with deference 
and spared the harder portions of the toils, and 
toward one another they were peaceful and consid- 
erate. Temperance and morality governed all their 
actions and desires, dishonesty or deceit was never 
practiced, and, in short, vice was unknown to these 
simple monkeys. 

The Great Orang-outang was worshiped as their 
creator. They prayed to him for relief or succor, 
adored him for the blessings they enjoyed, and 
praised him for his goodness and greatness and won- 
derful works. Life, they had learned to believe, was 
given them for the sole purpose of being enjoyed; 
therefore was true and perfect happiness made the 
object of their lives. And as contentment and pleas- 
ure were found with the knowledge they possessed, 
and in their mode of living, any advancement was 
never desired, and was, moreover, unnecessary. But 
withal, these monkeys were industrious; for their . 
idea of a life of happiness was not that it consisted 
of idleness. Each performed diligently his share of 
the work necessary for the welfare and maintenance 
of his family and the tribe. 

As in their forest was found all they desired, 
nought was cared for the world outside of it; save at 
times to wonder, while gazing out over the vast ex- 


|panse of sea, what strange things lay beyond the 


horizon. 

And thus they lived, and had lived, from genera- 
tion to generation, in peace, simplicity, and virtue. 

One day several strange monkeys came into the 
forest. Notwithstanding that they were of a tribe 
entirely different from and unknown to the nativ 
monkeys, and that their speech, appearance, and 
action caused them to be looked upon with mixed 
reverence and fear as beings of a superior order, they 
were received hospitably and treated with all the 
civility and kindness the nativ monkeys were capable 
of showing them. 

“We hav come,” said they, “from the big forest 
across the sea to teach you the truth, so that you 
can be wise and good, as we are, and as all monkeys 
are who worship the Great Baboon, the true creator. 
At present you are ignorant, unhappy, and barely 
civilized; you cannot be good, or peaceful, or con- 
tented; for how is it possible when your religion is 
so low and untrue, and you so abominably wicked as 
to worship a false creator? But rejoice! for we hav 
come to teach you the blessed truth and save you 
from the wrath of the Great Baboon.” 

The nativ monkeys were both perplexed and dis- 
pleased. They regarded these strangers as far 
superior to themselvs in wisdom, and could not 
therefore but admit that they were in possession of 
many truths unknown to them, yet they failed to 
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comprehend the truth of what had just been heard, 
- and to understand by what right those denunciations 
of both themselvs and their beliefs had been made. 

“You say we are wicked and unhappy because we 
worship the Great Orang-outang. We fail to com- 
prehend. We obey our creator’s laws, and they tell 
us to be good and happy. You say we should wor- 
ship the Great Baboon. We do not know who he 
is; we never heard of him. Why, then, shall we 
worship him? The Great Orang-outang made this 
forest, and the sea, and the whole world; and he 
made the sun, and the moon, and all the stars; and 
“it is he who givs life to the monkeys and all other 
ereatures. We hav heard him and hav seen his won- 
derful manifestations; and many generations ago he 

` appeared at times to certain of our ancestors, and 
talked with them and gave them laws. Therefore 
we worship him, for he is the creator." 

“You poor deluded ‘monkeys!” replied the 
strangers in pitying accents, and rolling- up their 
eyes, “ surely it is time you are delivered from your 

. blindness. We are much wiser than you, and you 
must believe what we tell you and not question the 
truth of it. The Great Baboon is merciful, there- 
fore has he sent us to teach you to worship him. 
For if we had not come, you would hav gone, after 
death, to the Horned Gorilla, who livs in a great, 
cold plain, where there is no fruit or water, and not 
even a tree, and no light or heat, but it is so cold 
that all those go there freeze forever and ever, with- 
out once being able to become warm or escape. It 
is there all monkeys go who do not worship the 
Great Baboon ; and it is there you will go if you do 
not believe what we tell you. You must not believe 
in the Great Orang-outang, for there is no such being. 
You say he gave you laws and talked to different 
ones of your tribe; that is not true, The Great 
Baboon is the only real creator. He has many times 
appeared to monkeys and has given them laws, which 
are written in a. book; and if you obey these laws 
and pray to the Great Baboon for forgivness, you 
will become as good and wise as we, and civilized 
like the monkeys of the big forest across the sea. 
And after death, you will go to the Great Baboon’s 
beautiful forest among the stars, where you will liv 
in infinit bliss forever and ever with a golden bell on 
the end of your tail? —. 

And thus these worshipers of the Great Baboon 
haranged for a long time; dilating on the horrible 
sufferings to be endured in the company of the 
Horned Gorilla, and the manifold wonders and de. 
lights of the Great Baboon’s forest; relating nu- 
merous tales of the creator’s power and mercy and 
loving kindness, and reading from the book in which 
his laws were written; referring continually to the 
ignorance and wickedness of their hearers, and en- 
deavoring to dissatisfy them with their condition by 
glowing descriptions of the innumerable blessings, 
wonderful advancement, and marvelous achievements 
of the believers in the Great Baboon, and promising 
them that by adopting the true faith they, too, would 
enjoy the same advantages. And so they continued, 
reasoning, entreating, threatening, and commanding, 
while they enforced the truth of the new faith and 
their assertions of being messengers from the Great 
Baboon by the performance of certain tricks which, 
though commonplace to anyone of their own tribe, 
appeared to the nativ monkeys as miracles performed 
through the divine agency of the creator. In this 
manner, then, they worked upon the simplicity and 
superstitions of these monkeys, who, though at first 
attempting to remonstrate, were gradually overcome; 
and finally, believing themselvs the most unhappy 
and wicked creatures on the face of the earth, they 
abandoned their faith to adopt the better one for 
fear of eternal punishment, and in the hope of being 
able to find at least a small amount of true peace and 
enjoyment while they remained in this world. 

And now more of the Great Baboon worshipers 
from across the sea arrived ; and, like their predeces- 
sors, were shown the greatest civility and respect by 
the nativ monkeys. They were given shelter and 
furnished with fruits and nuts, and shown where the 
coolest springs were to be found. In return, the 
nativ monkeys were treated with hypocritical kind- 
ness; their honesty and unsuspicious natures being 
taken advantage of to impose upon and grossly de- 
fraud them whenever the smallest opportunity 


offered, so that, ere long, they found themselvs be-. 


coming impoverished for want of food, and obliged 
to retire deeper into the forest in order to allow the 
invaders to possess and make use of those better 
portions of it which had been obtained by barefaced 
fraud. They were the witnesses of acts of intem- 
perance and immorality which, at first, shocked their 
finer instincts, but by constant repetition these in- 
stincts became dulled, and finally died out. Thus 
these civilized worshipers of the Great Baboon 
robbed them, not only of their worldly possessions, 
but of their nobler and better natures, with all their 
attendant attributes; and when, in natural conse- 
quence, the nativ monkeys became quarrelsome and 
vicious, and imitated the crimes and vices of their 
superiors, they were not only threatened with the 
most direful vengeance of both the Great Baboon 


and Horned Gorilla, but were severely chastised and 
treated with the utmost contempt and cruelty. 


Baboon worshipers came into the forest. 
informed the nativ monkeys they had come to settle 
there, and that therefore the forest now belonged to 
them. The nativ monkeys failed to perceive the 
lawfulness of this, and having learned by sad experi- 
ence the treatment likely to be received should these 
civilized monkeys become their masters and rulers, 
they attempted to drive them out. 
unacquainted with the art of warfare, the invaders, 
with their superior weapons and knowledge of fight- 
ing, overcame them and slaughtered them without 
mercy, killing their children, outraging their wives 
and daughters, and destroying whatever belonged to 
them. This one-sided warfare continued till but a 
comparativly few of the nativ monkeys remained. 
These surrendered themselvs as slaves to the con- 
querors: 
song of thanksgiving to their creator for allowing 
them to so easily obtain so beautiful a forest, and 
prayed to him that all those wicked monkeys who 
had been killed in resisting them might go to the 
Horned Gorilla, and that those wlio had escaped 
might be obliged to undergo the severest hardships 
as a just retribution for their sins. 


monkeys now remained. Their former home was a 
long, long distance away. No more could they look 
out over the sparkling sea or ramble along its shore; 
no more could they drink from their favorit springs, 
or gather the choicest nuts and fruits, or frequent 
their accustomed haunts; no more could they roam 
at will through the beautiful forest, and no more 
could they call every part of it their own—all had 
been taken from them. Their freedom was gone, 
their happiness was a thing of the past, and ere long 
the existence of the tribe itself would be as some- 
thing of long ago. 


unknown part of the forest, whither they had been 
driven by the encroachments of the civilized monkeys. 
In place of their once happy ignorance of vice and of 
their former virtuous and upright character, were 
moral depravity and a familiarity with the lowest of 


their attendant evils had already performed their 


monkeys were utterly unfit for work of any kind, 
having lost all their vigor and energy. Their belief 
in the Great Orang-outang had long been supplanted 
by that in the Great Baboon. : 


ilized adherents had done for these monkeys; and it 
was to them an inestimable gain, as they had been 


natural philosophy, there is always some other. - 
explanation possible of the same facts ; some geocen- 
tric theory instead of heliocentric, some phlogiston 
instead of oxygen; and it has to be shown why that 
other theory cannot be the true one; and until this 
is shown, and until we know how it is shown, we do 
not understand the grounds of our opinion. But 
when we turn to subjects infinitly more complicated, 
to morals, religion, politics, social relations, and the 
business of life, three-fourths of the arguments for 
every disputed opinion consist in dispelling the 
n ES which favor some opinion different 
rom it. 


At length one day a large number more of the 
They 


But, they being 


* * 


* 

Mankind ought to hav a rational assurance that 
all objections hav been satisfactorily answered; and 
how are they to be answered if that which requires 
to be answered is not spoken? or how can the 
answer be known to be satisfactory, if the objectors 
hav no opportunity of showing that it is unsatis- 
factory? If not the public, at least the philosophers 
and theologians who are to resolve the difficulties, 
must make themselves familiar with those difficulties 
in their most puzzling form; and this cannot be 
accomplished unless they are freely stated, and 
placed in the most advantageous light which they 
admit of. 


Then the Great Baboon worshipers sang a 


Only a few of the once peaceful and happy tribe of 


* w 
* 


If, however, the mischievous operation of the 
absence of free discussion, when the received opin-. 
ions are true, were confined to leaving men ignorant 
of the grounds of those opinions, it might be thought 
that this, if an intellectual, is no moral evil, and does 
not affect the worth of the opinions, regarded in 
their influence on the character. The fact, however, 
is, that not only the grounds of the opinion are for- 
gotten in the absence of discussion, but too often 
the meaning of the opinion itself. The words which 
convey it cease to suggest ideas, or suggest only a 
small portion of those they were originally employed 
to communicate. Instead of a vivid conception and 
a living belief, there remain only a few phrases 
retained by rote; or, if any part, the shell and husk 
only of the meaning is retained, the finer essence 
being lost. The great chapter in human history 
which this fact occupies and fills, cannot be too 
earnestly studied and meditated on. 


They lived in want and degradation in a strange, 


vices and crimes. Intoxication, licentiousness, and 
share in reducing the tribe, and were now aiding in 
the destruction of the few survivors. There was no 
desire for any manual labor, and moreover, these 


* 

The greatest orator, save one, of antiquity, has 
left it on record that he always studied his adver- 
sary’s case with as great, if not with stil greater, 
intensity than even his own. What Cicero practiced 
as the means of forensic success, requires to be 
imitated by all who study any subject in order to 
arrive at the truth. He who knows only his own 
side of the case, knows little of that. His reasons 
may be good, and no one may hav been able to 
refute them. But if he is equally unable to refute 
the reasons on the opposit side; if he does not so 
much as know what they are, he has no ground for 
preferring either opinion. The rational position for: 
him would be suspension of judgment, and unless he 
contents himself with that, he is either led by author- 
ity, or adopts, like the generality of the world, the 
side to which he feels most inclination. Nor is it 
enough that he should hear the arguments of adver- 
saries from his own teachers, presented as they state 
them, and accompanied by what they offer as refuta- 
tions. That is not the way to do justice to the 
arguments, or bring them into real contact with his 
own mind. He must be able to hear them from 
persons who actually believe them; who defend 
them in earnest, and do their very utmost for them. 
He must know them in their most plausible and per- 
suasiv form; he must feel the whole force of the 
difficulty which the true view of the subject has to 
encounter and dispose of; else he will never really 
possess himself of the portion of truth which meets 
and removes that difficulty. Ninety-nine in a hun- 
dred of what are called educated men are in this 
condition; even of those who can argue fluently for 
their opinions. Their conclusion may be true, but it 
might be false for anything they know; they hav 
never thrown themselves into the mental position of 
those who think differently from them, and con- 
sidered what such persons may hav to say ; and con- 
sequently they do not, in any proper sense of the 
word, know the doctrin which they themselvs pro- 
fess. They do not know those parts of it which 
explain and justify the remainder; the considerations 
which show that a fact which seemingly conflicts with 
another is reconcilable with it, or that, of two appar- 
ently strong reasons, one and not the other ought to 
be preferred. All that part of the truth which turns 
the scale, and decides the judgment of a completely 
informed mind, they are strangers to; nor is it ever 
really known but to those who hav attended equally 
and impartially to both sides, and endeavored to see 
the reasons of both in the strongest light. So essen- 
tial is this disciplin to a real understanding of 
moral and human subjects, that if opponents of all 
important truths do not exist, it is indispensable to 
imagin them, and supply them with the strongest 
arguments which the most skilful devil’s advocate 
can conjure up. 


This, then, was what the true religion and its civ- 


able to lay hold on eternal life. All their present 
degradation and wickedness were no drawbacks to 
everlasting bliss; for they had at last acquired that 
promised and long-sought-for wisdom and virtue in 
being able to comprehend and comply with the 
great, yet simple, maxim, “Only believe and you 
shall be saved!” Donau. 
-e 


The Liberty of Thought and Discussion. 
JOHN STUART MILL (ON LIBERTY." 


If the teachers of mankind are to be cognizant of 
all that they ought to know, everything must be free 
to be written and published without restraint. 

*ok 
$ * 

If the intellect and judgment of mankind ought to 
be cultivated, a thing which Protestants at least do 
not deny, on what can these faculties be more appro- 
priately exercised by anyone, than on the things 
which concern him so much that it is considered 
necessary for him to hold opinions on them? If the 
cultivation of the understanding consists in one thing 
more than in another, it is surely in learning the 
grounds of one’s own opinions. Whatever people 
believe, ón subjects on which it is of the first impor- 
tance to believe rightly, they ought to be able to 
defend against at least the common objections. 


*o* 
* 


Where there is a tacit convention that principles 
are not to be disputed; where the discussion of the 
greatest questions which can occupy humanity is 
considered to be closed, we cannot hope to find that 
generally high scale of mental activity which has 
made some periods of history so remarkable. Never 
when controversy avoided the subjects which are 
large and important enough to kindle enthusiasm, 
was the mind of a people stirred up from its founda- 
tions, and the impulse given which raised even per- 
sons of the most ordinary intellect to something of 
the dignity of thinking beings. 

* * 


* 

The peculiarity of the evidence of mathematical 
truths is, that all the argument is on one side. There 
are no objections, and no answers to objections. But 
on every subject on which difference of opinion is 
possible, the truth depends on a balance to be struck 
between two sets of conflicting reasons. Even in 
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Beecher and Comstock. 


How does it happen that Mr. E. W. Bok, who was 
chosen, or appointed himself, to compile a “ me- 
morial” volume of tributes to Henry Ward Beecher, 
has included Anthony Comstock in the list of con- 
tributors? For, by all that is strange, Anthony Com- 
stock is in that list, and gets off the following piece 
of labored exordium: 

** What pen can describe the gifts with which the almighty 
endowed Henry Ward Beecher? As well attempt to count 
the sands of the sea or the drops in the ocean. Who can 
comprehend his genius? By what standard of measurement 
or process of description can one compass his diversity of 
gifts? But over and above all eloquence, genius, and 
powers stands, in my mind, the grandeur of a heart so filled 
with love to God that he regarded all mankind as his breth- 
ren. Charity abounded to all. Malice had no place of 
allodgment in his heart. Misrepresentations of what he said 
and did were abundant. These attacks were often especially 
exasperating and hard to bear; and yet over all in his heart 
seemed written, ‘Love to God,’ and this seemed the keynote 
of peace and joy in his life. 

“Mr. Beecher endeared himself to the New York Society 
for the Suppression of Vice, and to myself, by his defending 
and espousing our cause at various times. No amount of 
opposition, obloquy, or reproach which we had to encounter 
could daunt his courage in support of our cause. His elo- 
quent Voice more than once was heard in our behalf. 

“ That life that went out so quietly on Brooklyn Hights 
disappeared as disappears the morning star, which sinks not 
down behind & darkened west, but melts away with the 
brighter effulgence of the rising sun; that life seems to 
whisper back the song of the angels, ‘Glory to God in the 
highest, peace on earth, good will to men !* 

* ANTHONY CoMs8TOOK." 

As this is a string of hackneyed commonplaces, it 
is exactly what might be expected from a man of 
Comstock’s mental caliber, but it ean add nothing to 
the fame of Henry Ward Beecher. That phase of 
Beecher's character—namely, his detestation of Cal- 
vinism—which made him worthy of the words writ- 
ten of him by Ingersoll, is the one with which his 
name will be most honorably associated in history, 
and it is also the very phase that religious Peck- 
sniffs like Comstock could never understand or ap- 
preciate. Their defense of Beecher weighs as testi- 
mony against him. To excite the admiration of 
hypocrisy is & misfortune to any publie or private 
citizen. 

Beecher’s connection with the Society for the Sup- 
pression of Vice came about through his son, William 
C. Beecher, acting as attorney for Comstock. Prob- 
ably no eminent father ever tried harder to hoist his 
sons up to his own level than did Henry Ward 
Beecher, and what recognition his services as a cam- 
paign orator entitled him to he was willing they 
should receive, and they hav received it. If the 
secret. history of the “disgusting” literature bill 
were known, it would doubtless be found that 
Beecher's indorsement of the Vice Society secured 
the signing of that act by Governor Hill William 
C. Beecher, Comstock’s attorney, going to Washing- 
ton with his father’s name as a talisman, would at 
once secure the sympathy of the president; and an 
intimation from Cleveland to Hill that the signing of 


the bill would be considered a favor could not well 


be disregarded. The fact that Governor Hill affixed. 


his signature on the morning of the day when other- 
wise the bill would hav failed, would indicate that 
in some manner his mind was mysteriously quickened. 

But the misuse of Beecher’s name by the Vice 
Society will not end here. Comstock’s success at 
Albany is likely to take him to Washington with a 
similar bill, or a worse one, to be incorporated in the 
postal statutes. He will be backed by the church, 
and the legislature will be as wax when he lays his 
obscene hand upon it. And if, as is said and be- 
lieved, Cleveland used his influence to secure the 
signing of the “ disgusting” literature bill in New 
York, no opposition will be encountered from him 
when it is proposed as a United States law. Then 
we may expect another reign of the Comstock terror ; 
for when the word “ disgusting” is applied with all 
its synonyms and modifications, it can be made to 
bring within the meaning of the statute any thing or 
publication which excites the aversion of a religious 
or ignorant jury. 

It is not a flattering commentary upon centempo- 
rary statesmanship that such a law could be passed 
by our legislatures, and it is to the discredit of Henry 
Ward Beecher that he gave the power of his name to 
be used by the society with which the law originated. 

m_m 
Our Tenement Houses. 

Fr. J. O. S. Huntington, who is a Protestant 
Episcopal monk, contributes to the current number 
of the Forum an article on “ Tenement House Moral- 
ity," which, if its statements are true, as they doubt- 
less are, shows that we hav forms of misery and deg- 
radation in New York unequaled anywhere else.in 
the world. A gratifying feature of the article is 
that, though from the pen of a monk, it is wholly free 
from religious cant. Mr. Huntington describes one 
block of a tenement-house district which he visited. 
The block, he says, measures 700 by 200 feet. On 
all sides are rows of tenements four or five stories 
high. Behind one-third of the houses in these rows 
are rear houses, with smaller rooms, darker and 
dirtier passages, backed often by another rear-house, 
a brewery, a stable, ora factory. Altogether there are 
1,736 rooms. In these rooms liv 2,076 souls, divided 
into 460 families; thus, on the average, each family 
of five persons occupies three rooms. The popula- 
tion of some parts of New York is 290,000 to the 
square mile; the most densely populated part of 
London has 170,000. Of course, in many cases, the 
family is larger (some of the very poorest people 
take lodgers), and in a number of cases he found 
fourteen or fifteen grown persons occupying two 
rooms, or even one. And then many of these 
“rooms” are hardly more than closets, and dark 
closets at that. Almost all the bedrooms measure 
only seven feet by nine, and hav but one door and 
one window. The door leads into the apartment that 
serves as kitchen, parlor, sitting-room, laundry, and 
workshop, and the window opens on a dark stairway, 
up which the moisture from the cellar and the sewer- 
gas from the drains are continually rising. One- 
fifth of. these rooms, too, are in basements below the 
level of the street, and nearly half of even the outer 
rooms open into courts only twenty feet wide, in 
which are usually several wooden privies for the use 
of the fifteen or twenty families in the front and rear 
houses. 

In these rooms are found sometimes two or three 
married couples, and a half dozen grown or half- 
grown girls and boys. In hot weather doors and 
windows are opened to let in what air may be stirring, 
and such a thing as family privacy is, of course, out 
of the question, and therefore unknown. Under 
such circumstances the morals of the barnyard, or 
worse, is the only morals possible. Added to this 
are the misery, the squalor, and the filth to which 
any well-kept barnyard is a stranger. “ Even bodily 
cleanliness is impossible. Bath-rooms are unknown 
in tenement houses, and the public baths, open only 
2 few months of the year, often afford but fresh op- 
portunities for vice.” In most families what little 
bathing is done must be done in the presence of 
others.. Of course, says Mr. Huntington, sickness 
and death hav their own horrors. What little privacy 
may be possible for the well is often denied to the 
sick, who, to get any air at all, must lie in the room 
used by the whole family for almost every purpose. 
“ And death, from its frequency, and the coarseness 
that surrounds it, loses, if not all its terrors, at least 
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its dignity, and is regarded as one of the many dis- 
agreeable accidents of life, hardly worthy even of idle 
curiosity. The corpse lies for two days in the room 
where the family eats, works, and often sleeps.” 

Children in these tenement houses must find their 
playground “in the dirty street in front of the block, 
or in the dirty yard, half filled with privies, behind, 
When it rains the children play in the cellars, sailing 
their boats on the water that often stands there, or 
wading ankle-deep in it.” With all their opportuni- 
ties for observation, with their eyes open to see 
everything, and with their ears open to hear every- 
thing, the period of childish innocence is passed at 
nine or ten years of age. Girls and boys of that age 
are found who, as Felix Adler described it, hav 
“already eaten of the tree of knowledge.” About 
these tenements there is no such thing as the home 
influence, but the world outside has its attractions— 
saloons, dance-houses, gilded vice. To these the 
youth are drawn, and from them the boys are likely 
to be graduated for the penitentiary, the girls for 
something worse. 

The conclusion which the writer reaches is that 
morality in tenement houses is practically impossible. 
He asks: “Can anything be done to set things 
right ?” and here he makes this significant admission : 

* Of course something is being accomplished for a small 
portion of the young people in tenement districts by the 
various chapels, mission-rooms, guild and reading-rooms, 
schools and libraries, but these are, for the most part, only 
palliatives of the misery; and an increasing number of the 
hardest workers in the cause of philanthropy are beginning 
to question whether all our charitable agencies and institu- 
tions, by making the lives of tenement-house people just not 
intolerable, may not be actually increasing the evils that they 
are organized to redress.” 

Such an admission from a priest should hav weight 
with those who seek to relieve misery through 
charity alone. Charity has its uses. The starving 
man should be fed; the sick should be eared for, but 
the organized charity of the churches breeds vaga- 
bondage and laziness, and destroys manhood and 
independence. It is demoralizing to any person to 
receive that which he has done nothing to earn. 

Exactly what the remedy for the evils of tenement- 
house life is to be Mr. Huntington does not say, and 
perhaps no man can say. It would seem that respon- 
sibility rests chiefly with the owners of the. houses, 
who permit large numbers to liv in small quarters. 
If every landlord performed his duty in this regard ; 
if every house were supplied with a janitor to see 
that hallways, yards, and cellars were kept clean; if 
the street cleaning department would do the work it 
is paid to do; if the health department were as activ 
as it ought to be, and if New York had a water 
supply adequate to its needs, we should shortly see 
a vast improvement in the tenement-house districts ; 
and it is a great deal better to begin with reforms of 
this kind than to mark out for the abolition of pov- 
erty and immorality some great scheme that can 
never be realized. All will agree with Mr. Hunting- 
ton that “ this is not a matter for sentiment or pious 
condolence, but for justice.” 

It may be with some a cause for rejoicing that, in 
view of all the poverty, suffering, vice, and want in 
overcrowded, squalid, and reeking tenement houses, 
the Episcopalians of New York are about to erect a 
six-million dollar cathedral Also that we shall then 
hay in this city some seventy million dollars’ worth - 
of church property which pays no taxes, and which 
consequently throws a larger burden upon the rent- 
payer, from whom all taxes are finally drawn. Cer- 
tainly, Father Huntington, we want less piety and 


more justice. 
— 


Trifling with Legal Machinery. 

When the hotel men of New York waited upon 
Mayor Hewitt and asked for relief from the odious 
Sunday law, the mayor informed them that he was 
powerless in the matter. He would suggest, how- 
ever, that they might break the law, refuse to giv 
bail, and, under a writ of Aabeas corpus, carry the 
case to the Court of Appeals. As mayor, of course, 
he would not advise them to break the law—he 
merely offered a suggestion. This suggestion the 
hotel men adopted, and in pursuance of a previous 
arrangement one of their number was to be arrested 


on the following Sunday. It was plainly a conspir- 


acy to break the law, and the captain of the precinct 
was drawn into it. On Sunday he visited a hotel 
and ordered dinner, with wine, which was served. 
The captain dipped a piece of bread in the wine, 
swallowed it, and thereupon placed the proprietor of 


- -© THE TRUTH SEEKER, JULY 16, 1887. 


457 


ae aa ea mT aaa Ld 


the hotel under arrest. The prisoner accompanied 
the officer to court, where the judge held him for 
trial, but, exercising judicial discretion, allowed him 
to depart in the custody of his counsel. The pris- 
oner went back to his hotel and resumed business, 
and the lawyer went to his office. The parties ap- 
peared in court, the police captain guarding his pris- 
 oner with a show of mock vigilance, and counsel 
arose and, with due solemnity, formally demanded 
that cause be shown why his client was restrained of 
his liberty. Asa matter of fact, the client had not 
been restrained at all. Counsel next asked an ad- 
journment, which was granted, the prisoner being 
again placed in custody of his lawyer. When the 
case finally came to trial the judge decided, as he was 
bound to do, that the prisoner was guilty as charged, 
his license plainly prohibiting the sale of wine on 
Sunday. Up to this point the proceeding had been a 
farce under the forms of law. The reports said that 
the court could not keep a straight face, and the 
counsel bubbled over with laughter. It was a jolly 
affair all around. 

The convict, though nominally restrained of his 
liberty, remained in custody of his counsel as before. 
Through writs of habeas corpus the case went to 
other courts, and it was finally decided that the 
words forbidding the sale of wine to any person did 
not include guests of a hotel. No definition of 
* guest" was given, and the hotel-keepers are left to 
construe it to suit themselvs. Conrequently, any 
person who sits at the table of any hostelry in this 
city, provided he order a sandwich or a doughnut, 
can hav served to him all the liquor he is ready to 
“pay for. 

This case has been a legal burlesque from begin- 
ning to end. There was about it none of the 
majesty of the law calculated to strike terror to the 
heart of the evil-doer ; but nothing else could be ex- 

. pected in the execution of Puritanical blue laws 
which neither judges, prosecutors, nor the man mak- 
ing the arrest believe in enforcing, and which it is 
probable they all habitually break. The chief execu- 
tiv of the municipality, Mayor Hewitt himself, ander 
the thin disguise of a suggestion, advised’ the break- 
ing of the law, a police captain connived at it, and 
the high courts of justice lent themselvs as actors in 
the ridiculous farce. No mock trial could be more 
absurd. It is a different thing, however, when the 
small saloon-keeper is fined a hundred dollars for 
Serving & customer with a glass of beer on Sunday. 

The moral is that the Sunday laws shouid be re- 
pealed. . 

M 
McGlynn. 


The curse of Rome has finally fallen upon “the 
priest McGlynn.” Michael Augustine, otherwise 
Archbishop Corrigan, on July 8th made public a 
letter, in which, after setting forth the reasons there- 
for, he makes the following announcement : 

“c It has become also our duty to declare to the clergy and 
laity of our charge, which we do by these letters, that the 
Rev. Dr. Edward McGlynn is excommunicated nominatim, 
with all the penalties attached to this censure by the canons 
of the church." 

The penalties are that Dr. McGlynn is “cut off 
from the communion of the church, from its sacra- 
ments and participation in its prayers, and, should he 
persevere in his contumacy, deprived of the right 
after death of Christian burial.” Hereafter no good 
Catholic can associate with Dr. McGlynn; none can 
eat, or speak, or worship with him, or show him any 
social recognition whatever, under pain of incurring 
excommunication. The priest giving him the sacra- 
ment will be unfrocked. The mass cannot be cele- 
brated in his presence, and the Catholic cemetery 
that receives his remains will be polluted.. Such is 
the traditional meaning of the excommunication. It 
is a complete boycott, to be raised only by the repent- 
ance of the subject. 

Considering the nature of this ecclesiastical boy- 
cott, it was naturally to be expected that Dr. 
McGlynn would feel somewhat depressed at having 
it declared against him; but such is not the case. 
At the meeting of the Anti-Poverty Society, Sunday 
night, he spoke of the action of the Roman machine 
as a great mistake, and held the whole proceeding up 

.to ridicule. He regarded it as a liberation so far as 
it affected himself. Said he: “The lightning of ex- 
communication in such cases is mere stage lightning 
made of phosphorus by a ‘super,’ and the thunder 
the mere rattling of sheet-iron by some poor devil 


who receives fifty cents for his work. The excom- 
munication is not worth the paper it is written on.” 

Having seen its. inside workings for a number of 
years, Dr. McGlynn knows, as every intelligent priest 
knows, that the Catholic church is a fraud and that 
the pope is the prince of humbugs. He knows also, 
as every intelligent person knows, that the curse of 
Rome falls heaviest not upon those whom it excom- 
municates, but upon those whom it continues to 
control and upon those countries where it gains a 
foothold. The Catholic church is a curse in itself, 
and, rightly considered, to incur its condemnation is a 
beatitude. 

Editorial Notes. 

Tux farmers of Illinois hav been praying for rain, and we 
trust that ere this they hav been blessed with a shower. But 
there are few things more foolish than to pray for rain. It 
is an implication that an all-wise creator (if there is one) 
does not know when crops need watering. 


Jupeine from the reports from Oregon, Mr. S. P. Put- 
nam, secretary of the. American Secular Union, is awaking 
the echoes in that quarter. More than that, he is leaving 
behind him a trail of Freethought literature to repeat the 
joyful sound. The people of Oregon hav bought hundreds 
of dollars’ worth of books, and read Tat TRUTH SEEKER 
attentivly. Lecturers say that where TBE TRUTH SEEKER is 
there is enthusiasm also. Ergo, subscribe for Tae TRUTH 
SEEKER. 


Anaronist TuokEm, of Liberty, calls the Editor of Tas 
TRUTH SEEKER a“ quack” because, while believing in law 
and justice, he (the Editor of this paper) takes exception to 
the charge of Judge Childs in the Reynolds blasphemy case. 
If Taz TRUTH SEEKER had ever advocated Jaws against blas- 
phemy, or the right of a judge to act as prosecutor under 
them, Mr. Tucker’s criticism would hav an application 
which, under the circumstances, it totally lacks. The belief 
is growing upon us that when certain subjects are under dis- 
cussion Mr. Tucker loses the faculty of Reason. 


Canon FLEMING, Queen Victoria’s chaplain, was recently 
detected in the theft of one of the Rev. T. De Witt Talmage’s 
sermons and publishing it as his own, and now a Western re- 
ligious paper brings the news that a young clergyman of In- 
diana has plagiarized a sermon from some other preacher 
and delivered it as an original conception. The paper which 
prints the news wants to know how it is ‘‘ that men are not 
prosecuted for this kind of theft.” The reason is that the 
value of the thing stolen is not sufficient to bring the offense 
under the head of petty larceny. $ 


Hz who wants to enjoy the comforts of religion as derived 
through the medium of the Bible, must cheerfully and thoroughly 
submit himself to the absolute, divine authority of that book. If 
he doubts its authority, or cavils with it, he will not be in a condi- 
tion of mind to receive its comforts. Faith, simple faith, is an 
indispensable condition on his part. —Independent. 

Also, if a quadruped would enjoy the comfort of shavings 
as a diet, he must wear green spectacles and cheerfully sub- 
mit himself to the belief that he is eating grass. It will at 
once be seen that, as in the other instance, faith, simple 
faith, is an indispensable condition on his part. 


Senator GRADY, in addressing the Catholic Institute the 
other day, said: ‘‘ Don’t be afraid to wear your Catholicity 
as a badge, and when told that one religion is as good 
as another, don’t turn another way, but say you don’t believe it; 
say there is but one religion that is worthy of the name, and 
that is the Catholic religion.” The Christian Advocate adds: 
‘Our advice to Protestants is to wear their Protestantism as 
a badge, and when told that there is but one religion that is 
worthy of the name, and that is the Catholic religion, say 
that they don’t believe it, and that while the Roman Catholic 
religion may be worthy the name of religion, its true name 
is a mixture of Christianity and paganism.” The Advocate 
is certainly justified in saying that Catholicism is a pagan 
and Christian mixture, but, then, it is the original Christianity; 
and though Catholics are bigoted and arrogant, their claims 
hav a foundation of which the claims of Protestantism are 
utterly destitute. This is not saying much for Catholicism 
either. 


Ir is the complaint of religious people that our public 
schools are godless and otherwise deficient in the theologi- 
cal department. Let us see. On the program of the gradu- 
ating exercises of Grammar School No. 47, this city, June 28, 
1887, we find the following ‘‘ Order :"—No. 1. Reading of the 
Scriptures; No. 2. The Lord's Prayer ; No. 8. Chorus, ‘‘ But 
the Lord is Mindful of His Own;" No. 5 ‘‘Thou Heaven 
Blue and Bright;" No. 19. A Hymn; No. 2). Address hy 
the Rev. William Ormiston, D.D.; No. 22. Doxology, ‘‘ Be 
thou, O God, Exalted High." Many of the intermediate 
numbers here omitted also show indications of containing 
references to the alleged beauties of religion. We are in- 
formed by one who was present at the exercises that the 
“address " of the Rev. Mr. Ormiston was a sermon, in which 
the preacher informed the young graduates before him that 
unless they were Christians, and lived godly lives, they 
would find that what learning they had been able to acquire 
was but dross, not to say a snare and a delusion. If the 
graduating exercises in all the schools in New York were 
like those of Grammar School No. 47, and if the daily curric- 
ulum is like the closing services, then a good third of the 
pupils’ time is taken up with praying, Bible-reading, hymn- 
singing, and listening to pious homilies, thus giving the 
young idea religious target practice five days of the week. 


Those who attend church on Sunday would get six days of | 


it. Parents who care more for the iriculcations of supersti- 


tion than of learning are, of course, pleased to see their chil- 


dren instructed in religion, but it would strike a fair-minded 
person as unjust that the children of Freethinkers should hav 
these services thrust upon them. Of all public departments, 
superstition is most out of place in the public schools. It is 
a matter for regret beyond expression that those who hav 
charge of our educational institutions do not know enough 
about their business to keep religion out of them. 

Tur Kansas City Times contains an account of some re- 
ligious exercises that were held near there recently. Ed. 
Sneed, a murderer, was hanged on June 24th. The day be- 
fore the execution a number of Catholic priests and sisters 
visited the murderer’s cell and persuaded the occupant to ac- 
cept salvation through their church. They then retired, and 
during their absence the city Protestant missionary and a 
representativ of the Young Men’s Christian Association 
gained access to the condemned man. There had been for 
some weeks a desultory fight to see which sect should gain 
final possession of Mr. Sneed. The Protestant visitors 
opened services by singing ‘‘ Nearer, My God, to Thee” and 
“Rock of Ages,” and were engaged in prayer, when a 
platoon of Catholic priests arrived, and, as the account says, 
with expletivs, ejaculations, and fist-shaking, hustled the in- 
truders out. But for the prompt action of the guards there 
might hav been another murderer or two for the surviving 
religionists to squabble over. Whether Mr. Sneed took the 
Protestant or Catholic route to paradise is left undetermined, 
but it is certain that he did not leave this world without the 
benefit of the clergy. And that is a great boon. 


In the Waco, Texas, Independent Puiptt for June the edi- 
tor, Mr. J. D. Shaw, makes a very fair and able review of 
the political field where the adverse forces of Prohibition 
and Anti-prohibition are contending. On the Prohibition 
side he finds the mercenary time-serving preacher, who is for 
Prohibition but knows nothing about temperance; the im- 
becil drunkard, who has no confidence in himself, and wants 
the state to reform him; the religious fanatic, who advocates 
the amendment because the preacher advocates it; the 
would-be party boss, who wants to get into notice some way, 
he doesn’t much care how; and, finally, a lot of sober and 
thoughtful citizens who see the evils of drink and the cor- 
ruption of the whisky power, and believe that Prohibition is 
the only sure remedy for them. On the other side is the 
liquor dealer, who opposes the Prohibition amendment be- 
cause it would ruin his business; the party boss, who opposes 
the amendment because it will break up the party power; 
the licentious drunkard, who wants his liquor ; the moderate 
drinker, who doesn’t abuse his right to drink when he feels 
like it, and therefore thinks that right should not be taken 
from him; and again the large body of thoughtful citizens 
who recognize the evils of drink, but do not regard the law 
asa sovereign remedy for them. This class further holds 
that the right of Prohibition, once admitted, would be a 
precedent dangerous to our free institutions. Mr. Shaw con- 
fesses that, although he seeks to view the elements in the 
strife impartially, his sympathies are altogether on one side. 
He opposes the amendment. 


Epa@ax C. BEALL, the phrenologist, has examined the head 
of Henry George, and the result is published in the Cin- 
cinnati Enquirer. He finds that Mr. George has a ''san- 
guin-vital-mental temperament, which is indicated by a 
plump figure, small bones, sandy hair, ruddy complexion, 
blue eyes, rather small features, and a high, narrow brain. 
This constitution is favorable to facility and versatility of . 
expression, and aptness in literature, oratory, or educational 
work—qualities all present in Mr. George. His head meas- 
ures twenty-two inches, not large enough to giv the power 
of a Luther, a Napoleon, a Bismarck, or a Gladstone. His 
brain is not perfectly balanced, but the only striking dispro- 
portion in his mind is between the selfish instincts and the 
sense of universal love. There is more thunder than light- 
ning in him, and though as brave as any man in a battle for 
principle, he will never manifest cruelty or malice, even to a 
foe. He is modest to a fault, conciliatory and yielding, sen- 
sitiv to the luster of a good name, and as honest as any man 
need be. In these and some other respects he resembles 
Beecher, but his head is still narrower; in fact, exceedingly 
narrow at the sides, above and a little in front of the ears at 
the seat of acquisitivness or love of possession. In such a 
brain there is no abstract desire for ownership, and money 
will be regarded simply as a convenience like the spade and 
harrow that lighten labor, but hav no beauty or attractivness 
in themselvs. This explains Mr. George’s lack of sympathy 
for monopoly, but his efforts to improve the condition of the 
masses, and his enthusiasm for the work, are due to his 
enormous benevolence, which givs the great hight to his 
frontal top head. This faculty dominates his whole nature, 
and colors all his life. Intellectually he has more capacity 
for philosophy than science; yet reasons more by induction 
than by the priori method; has fair causality, but very 
large comparison, and will manifest wonderful talent for 
classification, illustration, criticism, perspicacity, discrim- 
ination, perception of analogies, and ingenuity in the use of 
metaphors. He may not he remarkable as a statistician or 
for great accuracy in any branch of specific detail, but he has 
decided power for abstract thought.” Professor Beall is 
evidently an admirer of Mr. George, as he says that “among 
those who love their fellow-men his name will stand second 
to none.” There are probably very few persons who doubt 
Henry George’s sincerity and philanthropy, but, to use a 
theological figure, there is a celebrated and populous turn- 
pike that is said to be paved with good intentions. There is 
one thing that Mr. George ought to do. He ought to read 
Mr. Beall’s work on the ‘‘ Brain and the Bible.” It is not so 
big a book as “ Progress and Poverty,” but it is a greater one. 
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Letters from friends. 


SILVERTON, OR., June 25, 1887. 
Mr. Eprrog: The Silverton Secular Union was duly or- 
ganized at this place, June 23d, by Samuel P. Putnam, sec- 
retary of the American Secular Union, with a membership 
of 114 citizens, representing the very best clements of society. 
` The following is the list of officers elected for the ensuing 
Dr. J. W. McClure, president; W. M. Cline, vice- 
president; R. D. Allen, secretary ; M. Fitzgerald, treasurer ; 
Mrs. Carrie Fitzgerald, H. D. Mount, and E. Wolfard, ex- 
ecutiv committee. The following resolution in regard to 
Mr. Putnam was unanimously adopted at our last meeting : 
* Resolved, That having had the pleasure of listening to the 
course of lectures delivered by Samuel P. Putnam, secretary of the 
American Secular Union, at Silverton, June 22d, 23d, and 21th inst., 
we hereby desire to express to him our high appreciation of his 
eminent services, and would add our recommendation of him to 


people everywhere as a well-poised, well-informed, very able, and 
eloquent advocate of progressiv Liberalism.” 


R. D. ALLen, Sec. Silverton Sec. Union. 


Kent, O., June 8, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: Will Seward Mitchell, of Maine, please in, 
form the readers of Tug TRUTH SEEKER how it will be pos. 
sible for every man to hav a home of his own under the self- 
existing laws of nature when it is impossible for many to 
draw their pay on pay-day and go home sober? How can 
anyone own his home if no land is to be sold? Who would 
build a house on land belonging to another? How would 
the debts of our country be paid and the security of our 
homes be maintained were the principles to be carried out 
which you advance in Tur TRUTH SEEKER of July 2d? 
Please state the benefit to a poor man in getting drunk or 
‘spending fifty cents to one dollar per day while his family is 
suffering for want of food at home simply because he is a poor 
man? Do you not know that the capitalist, as a rule, puts 
in more hours and harder work than the poor man? How 
many poor men really deserve a home? If everyone had a 
home at this present time, how long would they keep it if 
they could ‘‘fool it away?" Please answer these simple 
questions, and I will giv you some harder problems to solve. 

A Poor Man FROM KENT. 
Fr. Soorr, Kan., June 8, 1887. 

Mr. Eprroz: The growth of Liberalism is necessarily slow 
because the evolution of the human mind is slow. A ma- 
jority of mankind hav but poorly developed intellects, and 
for this condition they are indebted mainly to the church, 
which has thrown many obstacles in their way to prevent 
their natural development. The church has not only dis- 
couraged thinking and reasoning, but has positivly forbid it, 
and the masses of mankind, being bountifully supplied by 
the church with ignorance and its twin brother, superstition, 
hav rarely found eourage to disregard the commands of the 
church, consequently the order has had, to a great extent, 
the effect its originators hoped for—that is, the retrogression 
of the human intellect and the increase of superstition, 
which means almost unlimited power to the church. And 
those who dared to disregard the mandates of the church 
were made to suffer death by some of the most cruel of the 
approved methods of savage Christians, and their names 
maligned as only the church can malign those who, by as- 
serting their individuality, offer themselvs as a subject upon 

‘which she can bring to bear her wonderful ‘“seventy times 

Seven brand" (none genuin without signature of the pope 
and portrait of the three-headed God onthe wrapper. One 
dose stops the pain. Price only one individuality per bot- 
tle) of loving forgivness(?). 

These are some of the causes that hav filled the world with 
mere space-occupiers—men who claim to think certain 
things and giv their assent to certain beliefs, but who, men- 
tally, are not capable of either thinking or believing any- 
thing. Such is the condition of a majority of mankind to- 
day. Then the task that presents itself to the Liberal-minded 
men and women is to hold in check the tendency of the 
masses toward immorality while a faithful effort is being 
made to elevate them mentally, and as they rise mentally so 
will they morally. Their elevation will require a process 
much the same as has evoluted from the ‘‘ razorback” of 
yesterday the sleek porker of to-day. They are not suscep- 
tible to the persuasiv powers of reason. Who would think 
of bettering the grade of his swine by & course of lectures? 
It is much the same with these people; they must rise 
gradually by the process of evolution, and as they rise 
Christianity will be grasped by those who hav not already 
got sufficiently high to grasp it “because it includes in its 
teachings many of the barbarous and superstitious customs 
of the lower stages from which they are rising; and from 
Christianity they will, in time, rise to the higher field of 
Liberalism. The church is a necessary round in the ladder 
that reaches from the dark valley of superstition and igno- 
rance below to the broad plane of sovereign individuality 
and perfect happiness above. Most all religions hav taught 
many good moral precepts which are none the less good by 
being presented along with so much that was bad, though 
probably less effectiv. That relic of barbarism, intolerance, 
is the greatest evil that can be attached to any church, and 
in the hands of over-zealous followers it has been the cause 
of untold crimes against mental liberty. The church has 
ever tried to arrest the immutable laws of evolution by try- 
ing to keep in the folds those who hav become fitted fora 
higher plane. But even intolerance is passing away, and with 
it the fiendish doetrin of hell, and when those are gone we 
will hav heaven as meaning the common condition of all men 
after death ; and it will serve very well in that connection. 
And in the days of this condition of affairs, it shall come to 
pass that men will be seen doing that whichis right, not 


through a superstitious fear of future punishment for doing 
wrong, but in obedience to that love of truth, justice, and hu- 
manity with which each intellect will be largely imbued. And 
‘in those days all men will belong to the grand army of Lib- 


erals. May their lives be full of joy! Jonn W. MURRAY. 


OTTUMWA, Ia., June 29, 287. 
Mr. Eprror: To the list of brilliant lecturers who hav in- 


creased the intellectual wealth. of our citizens, we may now 


add the name of Dry York.” What a magnificent man he is! 
His arguments are unanswerable. 


they desire one who, fearless of what may be the result, 


throws the light of reason over the bloody field of supersti- 
tion, and reveals the cowardice, the.ignorance, and brutality 


of the defenders of Christianity; if they desire one who 
stands before the world as a representativ of all that is great, 
grand, and noble, then they should not hesitate to secure the 
services of Dr. York. 

Although the doctor delivered two of the most eloquent 


2nd instructiv lectures ever heard in this city, yet not one of 


our daily papers said a word concerning them. 

It is, indeed, to be regretted that the editors of our news- 
papers—supported alike by Infidel and Christian—are too 
mean, too cowardly, to say one word of praise regarding the 
glorious principles of Liberalism. 

They do not hesitate to write long accounts of the Academy 
of Visitation, houses of prostitution, parochial schools, 
gambling dens, Catholic fairs, dog fights, etc., yet when now 
and then there comes a wanderer working for the interest of 
humanity, when some one dares to lift his voice for the ad- 
vancement of science, truth, and justice, and plead for the 
liberty of man, woman, and child, they either do not men- 


tion the fact at all, or else they display their intelligence by 
calling our lecturers ‘‘ foul-mouthed blasphemers,” ‘‘ enemies 


of the beloved redeemer,” etc. 

There is but one paper published here that dares acknowl- 
edge the superiority of man over God, and whose editor not 
only believes in the principles of Liberalism, but also 
scatters Freethought through the medium of his paper. It 
is the Industrial Appeal, and the editor is Mr. N. M. Ives. 

Through the columns of Tux TRUTH SEEKER we wish to 
thank Mr. Wm. Lindsay for his efforts in securing the ser- 
vices of Dr. York. 

Mr. Lindsay is one of the foremost workers in the Liberal 
ranks. Time has left the wrinkles of care upon his brow, 
and changed his hair to silvery whiteness; his shoulders for 
many years hav borne the load of oppression, but still he 


fearlessly defends the right and unfurls the starry banner of 


Freethought, and waves it over the barbarous creeds of 
ages past. Kare Krum. 


PITTSFIELD, Mass., June 27, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: In your issue of June 25th last you say: 
“The Herald suggests that, as the land theories of Mr. 


George hav been examined by the church and condemned, 
though not officially, as unsound, a further holding of them 
by Roman Catholics will bring on a conflict with the church.” 


As I was brought up in the Roman Catholic church, and 
think I know something of the dogmas of that church, it is 
very amusing to read such nonsense as that quoted above. 
Pray, how can the church condemn anything unofficially ? 
Does the Herald or Tux Truru SEEKER know what is meant 
by “the church?" Do they think or believe that a few car- 
dinals, or an archbishop or two, constitute ‘‘ the church ?” 
If so, they.are very much mistaken. The Herald is also mis- 
taken when it says that the land theories of Mr. George hav 
been condemned by the church. The pope has no authority 
to interfere or seek to control the belief of any Catholic in 
matters of politics. The land question is not a religious 
question, and the church. has not condemned or sanctioned 
it. The pope has no right or authority to interfere in the 
land question, and any Catholic, high or low, has a right to 
think as he or she pleases in the matter. Dr. McGlynn was 
reprimanded by the powers at Rome for his speeches in 
favor of the Land League, and before he had anything to do 
with Mr. George or his land theories. He was reprimanded 
because he was independent, fearless, and a lover. of his 
fellow-men, and because he was not an humble tool of the 
power that seeks to keep the people in bondage and igno- 
rance. He was reprimanded because he was in favor of free 
public schools, and not in favor of sectarian schools which 
would teach that all who die outside the pale of the Catholic 
church would go to hell. He was reprimanded because he 
was not in favor of the temporal power of the pope. He was 
reprimanded because he was consistent, and believed that 
the Italian people were as much entitled to their liberty as 
the people of Ireland or Poland. The press of the country, 
which for years has been saying that Catholics were ‘‘ priest- 
ridden,” is now fighting the brave man who comes out and 
fights manfully and bravely not alone for his own rights, but 
for the right of every American Catholic to think and act as 
he pleases on political questions. Why is it that to-day 
nearly every influential journal in the land is inimical to Dr. 
McGlynn and Henry George? It is because they belong to 
either of the old political parties, and they see a power in 
the new movement that threatens the existence of both par- 
ties; and because nearly every one of them is owned by 
stock companies and syndicates that are alarmed at the the- 
ories of Henry George, and know that when the people be- 
gin to think, and study, and act, the system that has allowed 
one man, or a dozen men, to become millionaires, while 
thousands hav a hard struggle for existence, is doomed. 
What a sight for thinking men and women was that in Lon- 
don on the 21st of the present month, when hundreds of 
thousands of people gathered to gaze upon and honor an old 
woman—for what? Because she had been a queen for fifty 


Eloquence, logic, wit— 
all these combine to make him “‘ the Ingersoll of the West.” 

If the Liberals of this country desire a speaker who be- 
lieves that there is no subject too sacred for investigation ; if 


years, because she had graciously consented to liv on the 
bounty of the people and raise a family of royal paupers and 
pimps for the people to hav the pleasure of supporting. I 
cannot help but echo the saying of the comic paper Puck, 
“ What fools these mortals be!” How true it is!—the pope 
receiving Peter’s pence from the starving people of Ireland 
to buy a present to send to the monarch of a country, when 
the Parliament of that country is forging chains to enslave 
them. Verily, there is need of reform, and it is time that 
the people, and particularly the Catholic people, should 
awake. There is as much need for a reformation as there 
was in the days of Luther, and, if the signs are right, it ap- 
pears to be coming. Let us hope it is, and that when it does 
come it will be thorough. JAMES MoKENNA. 


[Our friend has settled nothing, but merely contributed to 
the hot dispute upon this point. It is a fact that the church 
has deposed McGlynn because of his adherence to Henry 
George's land theories. It is also a fact that the church does 
control the social as well as the religious views of its people. 
While the pope has not said ev cathedra that George is 
wrong, he has praised Corrigan and upheld him as against 
McGlynn. Everybody knows that this implies a condemna- 
tion of the land theories of George, in an unofficial manner. 
The Herald and Tur TRUTA SEEKER are probably as well ac- 
quainted with the history, policy, and power of the church, 
and also what constitutes the church, as is our esteemed 
Pittsfield friend.—Ep. T. S.] 


. Trorio, Fra., May 15, 1887. 

Mr. EpniroR : I was sitting on the veranda of the Casper 
Winter Cottage. The magnificent lagoon was doubling the 
beauty of the starry sky. Italian sky? No, but its counter- 
part, our lovely Florida sky. My genial host and family 
were sitting around. I had been telling the boys about the . 
ancient Arcadians, who in the far East—and ages before 
Jacob, the progenitor of the Hebrew race, perpetrated the 
most cruel and abominable fraud recorded in the annals of 
crime—watched their flocks beneath skies as fair as ours. I 
had been telling them how these ancient shepherds, sleeping 
out on the open plains, had naturally been led to the study 
of the stars; how they had mapped out the heavens; how 
they had noticed that seven of the stars kept moving about 
all the time; how they came to believe that cach of those 
seven stars was the home of a god; how they divided time 
into weeks of seven days and named the days after their 
gods. Saturn being a severe and morose god, the day 
they dedicated to him, Saturn’s day, or Saturday, was 
regarded with awe. People were afraid to do any work on 
that day. And this was centuries before the Israclitish 
tutelary divinity, Jehovah, who ‘‘dwelt on high Olympus” 
—I wonder if I did make that mistake when I was talking to 
the boys; I seldom get Greek and Hebrew mythology mixed 
—whose home was on Mount Sinai, had carved the funda- 
mental law of the Hebrew theocracy in stone. I had ex- 
plained all this to the boys in language adapted to their 
young minds and had fallen into a reverie over my mishaps, 
and was thinking how many times I had laughed over Pick- 
wick’s ridiculous dilemmas and was almost wishing that I 
was constituted like Mark Tapley and ‘‘ couldn't. help being 
jolly ” over my own. Pickwick was getting into countless 
difficulties; I was getting into almost as many, and what 
was lacking in numbers was more than made up for in 
intensity. The change of a single word by a printer or a 
“ student” learning the type-writer had in two instances 
driven me to the verge of distraction, and more than once I 
had seen things in print over my name that made cach par- 
ticular hair upon my head ‘‘ stand upon end like the quills 
upon the fretful porcupine.” I had sworn a score of times, 
per deos immortales, that I would never write another line, 
and a score of times I had broken my pledge. I was think- 
ing, brooding, meditating, wondering what would strike me 
next, when I heard some one say: ‘‘If it were so ordered 
that they should be put into the ark, the same power that or- 
dered it could cause them to liv without eating. The good 
book says ‘ nothing is impossible." This roused me imme- 
diately. '' There are a great many things that are utterly 
impossible ; God almighty nor anyone else can’t make two 
and two make five,” I said, and then fell to thinking again. 
But this little break had changed the tenor of my reverie. 
There are people, I soliloquized, who actually believe the 
story of Sindbad the sailer and Jonah and the wonderful 
whale. I knew a minister of the gospel once, a graduate of 
Yale, who said that he would believe that Jonah swallowed 
the whale if the Bible said so, and I hav no doubt that he 
would. Now, a man with a mind constituted like that 
might possibly believe that God could, upon some extraor- 
dinary occasion, or in a few isolated cases, or under some 
unusual stress of circumstances, cause two and two to equal 
five, but I doubt if he eould possibly believe that the laws of 
the relations of quantities could be permanently changed so 
that two halves of a thing would be equal to more than the 
whole of it. And yet, after all, as I think it over I don’t 
know but that a man might believe it. There are men who 
honestly believe that one God sits upon the right hand of an- 
other God to judge the quick aud the dead, and yet they be- 
lieve there is only one God. There are persons of a consid- 
erable intelligence who believe that a semi-barbarous military 
chieftain made the sun stand still for quite a long time. Mr. 
O’Brien, for all he graduated at the University of Michigan, 
was firmly convinced in his own mind that God was born of 
& Syrian peasant woman. He prays to that woman every 
day, and honestly believes that a colossal wax doll which . 
stands in his church, and is reputed to be an image of God’s 
mother, is a sacred thing. I know a professor of mathe- 
matics in a large educational institution who knows that there 
is something supremely sacred about a Bible. He reverences 
the paper and other materials of which it is composed. He 
was perfectly horrified when he found a student using an old, 
worn-out Testament as he would any other waste paper. I 
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fully realize that man's cgpacity for believing the marvelous 
is unlimited. f W. A. MosELEY. 


- CARTHAGE, Mo., July 3, 287. 
Mr. Eprror: On the 24th of last month I had the pleasure 
of hearing J. E. Remsburg deliver his magnificent lecture on 
Thomas Paine. Mr. Remsburg has been giving a series of 
lectures at Joplin, Mo., and as I had a little spare time I 
- went fourteen miles to hear him, and was well repaid, as I 
found him to be scholarly, eloquent, and logical, and pos- 
sessed of an array of historical facts concerning the career of 
Paine which were not only convincing, but admirably pre- 
sented. After giving a general outline of the many positions 
of trust and honor which Paine filled, and the inspiring in- 
fluence of his writings, Mr. Remsburg went on to quote the 
opinions of numerous great men who knew Paine personally, 
proving beyond dispute that those who knew him held him 
in high esteem. When such men as Napoleon Bonaparte, 
Lafayette, Washington, Jefferson, Franklin, and hosts of 


others unanimously speak of the old hero in the most ex-- 


alted terms, how impotent and contemptible are the slanders 
of the religious bigots and moral runts who try to do him 
harm! Even Dr. Priestley, Paine’s most bitter religious 
opponent, is forced to admit the truth of Paine’s integrity 
and moral worth. But in the summing-up, the examination 
and comparison of cvidence, the analytical and caustic style 
in which he handled his subject, and the blistering denuncia- 
tions of the sleuth-hounds of the church, was where Mr. 
Remsburg particularly excelled, It was a verbal cyclone of 
thrilling and red-hot truths. I advise all Liberal organiza- 
tions to get Remsburg, and if only one lecture is ‘secured, let 
that lecture be his unanswerable defense of Thomas Paine. 
It is time the people knew the truth, and high time that the 


lying and malicious tongues of a brazen and shameless clergy , 


were silenced, and I know of no one better fitted for the task 
than J. E. Remsburg. In this connection I want to gaya 
good word for the many wide-awake and earnest Liberals 
whom I met in Joplin. I felt as a lone wanderer must feel 
who suddenly finds himself among brothers. Owing to the 
kindness of my friend, Mr. George Hutchinson, I was en- 
abled to meet many genial and true Liberals. The Kendrick 
brothers, Dr. Owen, Mr. Burgess, and others whose names I 
cannot now recall, are men worthy of the great and noble 
cause of Freethought. I shall long hav pleasant memories 
. of the few brief hours I spent with them. One thing is 
rather remarkable—I find that all the readers of Tut TRUTU 
SEEKER whom I hav met are earnest and aggressiv workers 
in trying to destroy thc power of Christian superstition, 
They seem to be endowed with plenty of wholesome grit and 
energy, and hav no fears of what either the parson or Mrs, 
Grundy may say about it. Would that we had more like 
them. Warson Heston. 


Warren, O., June 19, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: I am still in the land of the living—on pro- 
bationary ground, now in my scventy-sixth year. My pious 
friends hav some hopes of me yet. While the lamp of lifc 
holds out to burn, the vilest sinner may return. The older I 
grow, the more ridiculous orthodoxy seems to me. 

There was a revival last winter in the Methodist church 
here, and a daughter of mine, who is a zealous member, in- 
duced me to attend. My hearing being impaired, I was 
obliged to go up close to the pulpit, and that made me rather 
conspicuous. My daughter introduced me to the minister 
and his wife, who did'all they could to hav me get religion, 
and while they offered it very cheap—almost for nothing—I 
could not see for the life of nme what I should do with it if I 
had it. The preacher's arguments were simply an appeal to 
the feelings, and he commenced at the wrong end. He tried 
to influence the brain through the heart instead of the heart 
through the brain. But as I was inoculated with that same 
: virus when a boy, it failed to take. 

Salvation may be à good thing to those who liv entirely 
for the next world, but as I hav no interest in any other 
world than this, I want a salvation that will do the business 
here and now. I don't want to wait till Pm dead. This 
minister admitted to me that he cared not what I believed so 
long as I joined his church, and. kept my radical views to 
myself. Honest, wasn't he? 

Only once during the revival did he: mention hell, and 
then he apologized for it and added that the hell he meant 
was simply a state of mental anguish. Different sort of a 
hell fifty years ago! Then they uncapped hell in their im- 
agination, and pictured the awful condition of the inhab- 
itants of the underground world. But it is cooling off won- 
derfully since the introduction of natural gas. I’m afraid if 
we keep tapping the earth for gas we will get ahead of the 
almighty, and cut short his supply. of fuel in the nether 
world. 

Right on the heels of the revival came a branch of the Sal- 
vation Army officered by young women, who hired the rink 
and started business. After they had been running some 
time I went onc day and met the Methodist minister, who 
introduced me to the lady officers. They in turn labored 
hard to save my soul, but were far from pleased when I 
hinted at the possibility of one not having a soul to save, 
They labored so earnestly, and were apparently so honest 
about it, for my welfare, that I felt inclined to make a few 
remarks, which they kindly permitted me to do. I told them 
that I didn’t see the thing as they saw it, and that I could 
not afford to be less than & man; that some things seemed a 
little curious to me in this Christian community where so 
many churches, with few exceptions, gave them the cold 
shoulder. So far as I knew, the army was perfectly ortho- 
dox—its members could not be accused of heresy, for they 
did not even take any stock in the modern sheol. I told 
them that these church ministers preach of the priceless 


value of the immortal soul—how, if there is only one soul 
Li 


lost, the period would come when that one soul would suffer 
more torment, more anguish, more misery, than would over- 
balance all the happiness, all the pleasure, all the enjoyment 
of all the beings that hav ever lived and died on this planet. 
I said: ‘‘Why don’t they come and help you? Are they 
honest? They sneer at you because’ you parade the streets, 
but to my mind it is no worse to beat tambourines on earth 
than to play harps in heaven.” . If I were. religiously in 
clined, I would rather meet with this people in the rink than 
in those gorgeous temples, with cushioned pulpits, whose 
preachers strive too often to please the tyrants, for over the 
ramparts of tyranny has always waved the banner of the 
church. For my part, I would rather go to hell with 
honest rags than to heaven with gilded fraud. Senator 
Wade, from this district, once said, ‘‘Heaven might hav a 
little advantage in climate, but hell had the best folks.” I 
told the girls I believed they could reach a class that the 
churches could not reach, and did not want to. 

A pious lady living one thousand miles from here, in a 
talk with a friend and sister in the church, said she did not 
like to associate with the common class—did not like to 
mingle with laborers and greasy mechanics. Hcr friend 
asked her what she was going to do when she went to heaven, 
where there would probably be some of that class. She 
answered that she did not know; that in her father’s house 
were many mansions. I suppose she belicves that the mem- 
bers of the Salvation Army will hava separate place fixed up 
for them— like a rink, with plain board seats. But this same 
lady professes to be a follower of Jesus, who said, ‘‘The 
foxes hav holes, and the birds hav nests, but the son of man 
hath not where to lay his head"—he who associated with 
the poor, the lowly and the down-trodden. 

A few morc years will doubtless finish my career, but 
whien the shades of death are gathering thick and fast around 
my brow, “ I would rather hav the satisfaction of knowing 
that I dried one tear from the cheek of sorrow, than thc 
promis of a golden harp and .crown.” 

Inclosed find $5.C0, for which plcase send Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER one year from date to the address given, and renew 
for, Yours fraternally, Tuos. Dovaras. 


EvBANxs, Ky., May 21, 1887. 

Mr. Epor: Many thanks for courtesies shown me in 
Tur TnurH SEEKER. I write for the ideas, the reason of 
things, not for rhetorical show. I hav but little Liberal 
literaturc, and am surrounded by a partisan class of sectarians 
who are afraid to read Liberal papers. We hear much said 
about Infidelity and Infidels by a certain class of people, and 
I desire in these lines to notice that class. It is true that 
Liberal thought examins the claims of the Bible and all 
other systems of theology. But the question before us, is, 
What is Infidelity, and who are Infidels? If I understand 
the object of Liberals in their teaching, it is to free the people 
from superstition, priestcraft, and political tyranny, and 
place society on the foundation of science and natural rights. 
Any Infidelity in this? Anything new in this teaching? Is 
it true that history develops this element of teaching in all 
ages, and that the graves of many martyrs are filled by those 
great men who were advocates of science and human free- 
dom? But, first, What is Infidelity? Paine says that his 
idea of an Infidel is, a person who is untrue to himself, his 
own mind and convictions. As a general rule, the god idca 
of any age or location is. made the test of Infidelity, and this 
leaves as many foundations for Infidelity as there are gods, 
systems of theology, books, and creeds. Where Jews and 
Christians rule, the idea is that an Infidel is a person who 
disbelieves the claims of the Bible. In giving our own idea 
of Infidelity, we shall claini the right claimed by a man in 
talking with a doctor about a sick child. The doctor had 
no name for the disease, and the man gave the disease a 
name of his own. The doctor said he never heard of such a 
name for a disease. ‘‘ Neither did I,” the man said. ‘ But 
you hav no name for it, and I hav as good a right to giv it a 
name as you or anyone else.” Now, I claim as good a right 
to hunt up Infidelity and Infidels as anyone else. Infidelity 
is the opposit of fidelity. Fidelity, says Webster, is ‘‘ faith- 
fulness, honesty, loyalty.” Infidelity, says Webster, is ‘“ dis- 
belief of Christianity, breach of trust, unfaithfulness.” We 
are now in search of a class of people who are ‘‘ unfaithful,” 
dishonest, disloyal, and guilty of a ‘‘ breach of trust? with 
the Bible and Christianity. Those who simply disbelieve the 
Bible, and hav never placed themselvs under its defense, are 
not subjects of its government in this life. They hav never 
embraced it, to prove themselvs unfaithful, dishonest, dis- 
loyal, and guilty of a breach of trust. But there arc two 
classes of people who are unfaithful, dishonest, disloyal, and 
are guilty of a breach of trust in the Bible-- namely, Jews 
and Christians. In truth and effect, they are a hot-bed of 
Infidelity. We now hav them indicted before the world and 
the God of the Bible, and are ready for the proof. In this 
court, the prisoners at the bar shall hav the benefit of their 
own testimony : 

Q. Mr. Jew, what say you of that part of the Bible called 
the New Testament? A. We answer that we do not believe 
its claims of divinity. We never hav believed Christianity 
to be divine, and we do not admit the New Testament as any 
part of our Bibic. 

Q. Why do you reject the claims of Jesus Christ? A. We 
hav the best reasons for rejecting him. We had Moses and 
the prophets to judge his claims. He came among us as one 
of us, in our own country; lived and died among us. His 
works were fully manifested in our midst, and, instead of 
embracing liis claims, he was judged guilty of treason by us 
and put to death. Our reason, also, teaches us that the God 
of Moses never became a man or part of a man. We believe 
that the main thing concerning him—that he arose from the 

rave—is a base falsehood. And we believe that Christians, 
in claiming to believe the Old Bible, whilc they do not keep 
the law of Moses, are guilty of unfaithfulness, dishonesty, 
disloyalty, and making a breach of trust. 


Christians, therefore, are Infidels. 


Q. Mr. Christian, what say you of the Jews and that part 
of the Bible called the Old Testament? A. A Jew is a 
bigoted Infidel. They murdered the son of God, and do not 
believe in Jesus Christ nor the writings of the apostles. 
They will all go to hell if they do not become Christians. 
The Old Testament is divine, but it is dead by reason of- 
Christianity—Christ ‘ nailed it to the cross.” 


So far, so good. Here are two leading parties—and the 
only parties in defense of the Bible—and each testifies to the 
other being an Infidel—holding to part of the Bible unfaith- 
fully, dishonestly, disloyally, and guilty of a breach of trust. 
But what say the Bible and profane history about the Jews 
and Christians? Does the God of Moses in the Bible teach 
that the Jews were and hav been faithful, honest, loyal, and 
true to the book? Are thcy not, to-day, a scattered example 
of the vengeance of their own God? Are they not held as a 
wicked and stiff-necked sct of Infidels in the teachings of 
both the Old and New Testaments? Treason is more odious 
to the Bible God than alien rejection of Bible claims. The 
God of the Bible does not stop at treason and rebellion with 
the Jews; but charges them with wilful murder—that they 
crucified, unjustly, with malice aforethought, no less a per- 
sonage than the son of God, whose character shows him to 
hav been the most wise, innocent, and virtuous man that 
ever was murdered on earth. Profane history corresponds 
with these Bible facts about that class of disloyal, dishonest, 
Infidel murderers, called Jews. And the four-and-twenty 
elders, with all Christians, here fall before the throne of 
judgment and cry out, ‘‘ These things are true and faithful” 
about the Jews. Let them stop the cry of Infidelity about 
others, and learn that no murdering clan hav ‘ eternal life. 
abiding in them.” aa 

We now come to the other class, called Christians. We 
shall divide this class into two parties—Catholics and Prot- 
estants—and hear their testimony about each other. The 
Catholic takes his seat on the rock, Petcr, and an infallible 
church, and deposes that all Protestants are heretics; and a 
heretic being one who has denied the faith, the New Testa- 
ment pronounces him worse than an Infidel. Then, the 
Catholic being judge, if I call a Protcstant an Infidel, the 
Catholic says he is worse, because he has ‘held the truth” 
as a traitor—unfaithful, dishonest, disloyal. There was but 
the one, only Catholic church for centuries after Christ 
established Christianity. Until the traitor, Luther, appeared, 
there was unity and harmony in Christianity. The Prot- 
estants received the Bible from us. We kept it safe and 
secure through the “ dark ages.” They hav not only received 
the Bible from us, but they hav corrupted and changed it to 
suit all kinds „of doctrins. Rejecting the true foundation of 
the infallible Christian Church, they set up under Jesus 
Christ as the rock and foundation, and hav proved to be 
traitors to him by making crecds, sects, divisions, and all 
kinds of devilish systems. What civil government, we ask, 
would tolerate men in making and executing all kinds of 
political creeds among its citizens? The pious, honest, and 
hard-working masses of the people are imposed on by these 
creed-mongers. Thcy hav to be taxed to build too many 
churches and support too many preachers. AN the Catholics 
will fall down before the throne of judgment and say, 
“ These sayings are true and faithful " about the Protestants. 
Let them stop calling others Infidels, and learn that a heretic, 
a traitor, a dishonest class like Protestants, are ‘‘ worse than 
Infidels.” 

But what say the Protestants of Catholics? Answer the 
question, gentlemen. Taking the New Testament as your 
guide, will you depose and say that Catholics are true, faith- 
ful, honest, and loyal to the teachings of the book? Never— 
never. Darkness hovers over their historic record. They 
are condemned by both the Jewish and Christian gods as the 
“little horn” of Danicl’s vision, and the seven-headed, ten- 
horned beast of the thirteenth chapter of Revelation. You 
Catholics, not only hav you taken a wrong foundation and a 
false claim of Christianity, but you hav taken the key of 
knowledge and natural rights from the people whcrever you 
had political power, and your line of unfaithful, dishonest, 
and disloyal policy has been to force Christianity on the 
world by the sword. Tell us Protestants that we are a class 
worse than Infidels? We say, Christ we know and Peter we 
know, but what and who are Catholics? All Protestants 
now fall before the throne of judgment and cry out, ** These 
sayings are true and faithful” about Catholics. Let them 
cease to call others Infidels, and learn and prepare themselvs 
for the awful judgment and plagues of ‘the whore of 
Babylon "—the ‘‘ mother of harlots and abominations.” 


The true picture of the Christian and Jewish world is herc 
completed. We hav madc no attack on the Bible nor the 
God of the Bible. We hav no doubt that many good, honest, 
and pious Jews and Christians, with the Bible in hand, won- 
der how any sensible man can disbelieve its claims. Now, 
if this pious class would open the door of truth and history, 
and count the lives, property, human suffering, divisions, 
strife, envy, hatred, and the general gloom thrown over 
science, the freedom and rights of humanity, by the claims of 
Moses and Jesus Christ, we apprehend they would rather 
ask, How can any sensible man help being an Infidel, or re- 
jecting the divine claims of the Bible? Complete the record 
with the fruits of all other systems of theology and their 
books, look at all the cartoons that may be devised to show 
human ignorance, superstition, and crime, and I apprehend 
you might ask, How can any sensible man help being an 
Atheist? We think we hav convicted the prisoners at the 
par of being a hotbed of Infidelity. We hav done this by 
assuming the Bible to be divine and allowing the parties to 
testify against cach other—and, by their own book and their 
own testimony, they stand convicted of being untruthful, 
dishonest, disloyal traitors to the teaching of the Bible. 

W. Baker, M.D. 
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© Children’s Cerner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixow, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
` this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight. 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Grandma. 


* When grandma puts her glasses on 
And looks at me—just so— 
If I hav done a naughty thing 
She's sure somehow to know. 
How is it she can always tell 
So very, very, very well? 


“ She says to me, ‘ Yes, little one, 
"Tis written in your eye ! 
And if I look the other way, 
Or turn and seem to try 
To hunt for something on the floor, 
She’s sure to know it all the more. 


“Tf I should put the glasses on 
And look in grandma’s eyes, 
Do you suppose that I should be 
Bo very, very wise? 
Now, what if I should find it true 
That grandma had been naughty, too? 


* But, ah I- what am I thinking of 
To dream that grandma could 
Be anything in all her life 
But sweet and kind and good? 
T'd better try, myself, to be 
So good that when she looks at me 
With eyes so loving all the day, 
I'll never want to turn away.” 
—Sidney Dayre, in Our Little Ones. 


Our Puzzle Box. 


1.—REBUS. 


A proverb. : 


2.—NUMERIOAL OHARADE. 


« Highty,” two numbers make, combined, 
The last, five times the first, we find. 
Take first from last, what must remain, 
* Eighty " will just five times contain; 
But multiply the first and last 
And “eighty " is the product cast. 

Irwin, Ia. J. K. P. BAKER. 


3.—INITIAL AOROSTIO. 


The initials of the words corresponding to 


the following definitions will.make what the 


woman said to her little boy. 
. To walk in water. A collection of cattle. 
To get up. Animportant export from China. 


To debate. That which is left. A speaker. 
To conjecture. A near male relation. To 
value highly. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN’S OORNER 
JULY 2, 1887. 


1.—Honest and independent American 


legislators. 
2.—Mend-I-cant, end I can. 
8.—An idle head is the devil’s workshop, 
to 


Words of Wisdom. 


A good life is the readiest way to secure a 
good name. 

We are often pleased with others only be- 
cause we are so ourselvs. 

When you bury an old animosity, never 
mind putting up a tombstone. 

To hav ideas is to gather flowers; to think 
is to weave them into garlands. 

What we need most is not so much to real- 
ize the ideal as to idealize the real. 

Some neglect their advantages, and then 
exclaim against their unlucky stars. 

Murmur at nothing; if our ills are repara- 
ble, it is ungrateful; if remediless, it is vain. 


See to it that each hour’s thoughts and ac- i 


| tions are pure and true; then will your life 
: be as such. 7 

Do not allow idleness to deceive you; for 
while you giv him to-day, he steals to-morrow 
from you. l 

He is a rare man who has none but real 
sorrows. The imaginary ones are often the 
most troublesome. 

The human imagination is an ample theater 
upon which everything in human life, good 
or bad, great or small, laudable or base, is 
acted. 2 


Science Column. 


Intelligence and Social Life of Ants. 


There are more than & thousand varieties 
of the little creature known as the ant. But 
they are described under three families or 

; heads, and the study of them is very inter- 
esting. 

They are busy little beings, seldom idle, 
unléss suffering from illness. The scriptural 
advice, ** Go to the ant, thou sluggard, con- 
sider her ways and be wise,” is not inapt, or 
out of place, and if more- people obeyed the 
injunction there would be fewer idlers about. 

Some kinds of ants are born blind, and go 
groping in darkness all their lives. Others 
hav what gre called compound eyes ; that is, 
the eye is composed of many smaller eyes, or 
facets, sometimes as many as twelve hun- 
dred. Sir John Lubbock, who made ants a 
study, thought they could not only, distinguish 
colors, but that they perceived colors not 
known to the human eye. He performed 
many wonderful experiments with ants, and 
he believed they could hear and produce 
sounds not audible to our ears. 

They usually hav three classes 'in their 
tribes, known as the males, the workers, and 
the queens, the workers having no wings, and 
the queens nip off their wings after they hav 
once used them in flying. They hav a pretty 
long lease of life, considering their size, some 
species living seven or more years. ` 

Their homes and villages are models of 
neatness and order, and they appear to keep 
servants or slaves, these being the ants of 
another tribe which hav been captured in bat- 
tle, ànd when the slaves die they are buried 
in & different cemetery from their masters 
and masters’ families. 

They seem to hav some knowledge of 
farming, and the ants of Mexico and Texas 
know how to clear and prepare ground for 
agricultural purposes, and then cultivate a 
peculiar species of food known as ant-rice. 

In our own climate, the ant is very fond of 
aphides, which is the name of the little green 
lice that infest plants, or rather is fond of the 
milk or juice secreted by these creatures. 
Ants seem to communicate with each other 
by some intelligible signs, and go and come 
in regular order. They lay out streets, erect 
homes, and in some places they thatch them 
in order to protect them from bad weather, 
performing the different operations of min- 
ing, carpentry, and even masonry with. the 
utmost care and skill. 

In Brazil there is a species called the car- 
penter ants, and among them are found reg- 
ular wood-choppers and well-diggers. The 
latter hav been known to dig wells a foot in 
diameter, and thirty feetin depth. They also 
make roads and pave them with a cement 
made of clay. 

They are very sociable and friendly among 
themselvs, and although their villages, or com- 
munities, comprise thousands and thousands, 
yet they never fail to recognize each other, or 
discover an alien or enemy, no matter where 
they may meet one. They fight with foreign- 
ers and strangers, but with their own tribe 
they are upon the best of terms, and strangers 
of their own race are received in a very hos- 
pitable manner, fed, and entertained with 
much courtesy and kindnegs. ` 

They sometimes get into houses, notably 
the black ant and little red ant, and are 
very troublesome in destroying food. They 
are fond of cake and cookies, and many & 
housewife has been discouraged and sickened 
at the myriads of uninvited guests that 
throng the pantry shelves devouring all before 
them. Borax sprinkled freely upon the 
shelves will drive them away, and they will 
not usually trouble dishes placed over water. 
They dislike black walnut, also, and will 
shun tables and shelves made of this material. 

In the ‘History of the Berlin Academy " 
for 1749, in the German ‘‘ Ephemerides," and 
also in the Journal de Physique for 1790, may 
be found strange stories of clouds of winged 
ants that darkened the air, and moved with a 
spiral-like motion, seen at various places, 


and at length falling in such vast numbers 
that they covered the earth so that one could 
not step without crushing them. 

Of all the lower order of animals, as we 
term them, not one has probably such intelli- 
gence, in proportion to its size, as the little 
insect called the ant. They display great 
powers in government, in construction of 
dwellings, streets, tunnels, cultivation of ant 
farms, holding slaves, domesticating animals, 
laying up food for winter use, manufacturing 
sugar and other articles of diet, erecting hos- 
pitals for their sick, showing great interest 
and affection for their own, and actually ex- 
hibiting some moral sentiments. generally at- 


tributed only to man and the higher order of 


animals. , 

Ant life is a very interesting and profitable 
study, and those who hav watched their 
habits closely regard them as wonderful 
creatures, highly intelligent, social in their 
habits, moral, skilled in mechanical industries, 
and possessing some traits and gifts that are 
superior to those of which we hav knowl- 
edge. S. H. W. 


QuesTIoNs.—How many varieties of the ant are 
there? Under how many heads or divisions may 
they be classed? Repeat the scriptural advice 
concerning the ant. Tel! what you can of the 
eyes of the ant. What did Sir John Lubbock think 
of the sight and hearing of ants? What of the 
workers, queens, etc.? their Homes and villages? 
Do they believe in keeping slaves? What of the 
ants of Mexico and Texas? What are aphides? 
Can you name other food eaten by ants? What 
of the Brazilian ants? What of their social 
habits, fighting propensities, hospitality, etc.? 
Do they infest houses sometimes? What will 
drive them away? Where may be found strange 
stories concerning the flight of ants? Name some 
of the things that they can do. Is the study of 
ants interesting? Why so? 


REDUCED TO $1.00. 
THE STORY HOUR. 
A Book for Children and Youth. 
BY MISS SUSAN H. WIXON. 

Over & hundred fine illustrations. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 
The Heathens of the Heath. A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonne 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 

st, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. à 


The Outcast, A deep, finely written 
Radicalstory. From the London edition, By 


Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man.. 


30 cents. i 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
Miss Susan H. Wixon. ‘The great charm of 


this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 
ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
rom 80 gifted & pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks." Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. By, Susan H. Wixon, Without Super- 
stition. he Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children's Story-Book everissued. 66full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heavy 
toned paper, broad margins, uminated 
covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1. 


Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
e Young Folks. By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 


THE WATCH OF THE FUTURE. 


The new, latest improved 14 karat filled gold 
watches are the best and most durable in the 
world for little money. Prices again reduced. 
Seven jewels, $25; 11 Jewels, $27.50; 15 jewels, $30. 
Same, adjusted to heat and cold, $34. Ladies’, 7 
jeweled, $20; 11, $22; 15, $28; with giass inside cap, 
$8 less; Louis XIV. style, $3 more; all best Ameri- 
can hunting stem-winders; open face, gold cap, 
$8 less; open screw case, $5 less; all cases accom- 
panied by manufacturer’s and my guarantee for 
20?years. Above movements in 3 ounce silver 
cases, $13 less; 4 ounce, $12 less; 5 ounce, $10.50 ; 
and 6 ounce, $9 less. All guaranteed one year and 
sent prepaid, if on line of American Express 
office or per registered mail, subject to approval, 
and cash refunded if not satisfactory. 


Send me your watches to be repaired. Inclose 
$1 for cleaning; springs, $1; jewels, $1, and I will 
return in perfect order prepaid. Best spectacles 
or eyeglasses in the world, $1, prepaid in case. 
Send line finest print you can read 14 inches from 
eyes without glasses. OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
Rochelle, Ill. 

Agents wanted to sell my beautiful Freethought 
badge-pins and charms, and to send watch work 


Paine Vindicated! 


—0— 
A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Observer’s slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 
both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
i =e 
The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. 


TOGETHER WITH 


A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death. 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 
""Bpp. Price 15 cents. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


iS THE COD OF ISRAEL 
THE TRUE GOD? ; 


The Narrativ of the Five Books of Moses, 
Joshua, and Judges, and the 
New Testament. 


Address 


By Israel W. Groh. 


Price 25 cents. Address 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


OR, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 
BY 
H.J. BEIGNEURET, 

Secularist. 
Price, - - - - 


10 cents. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER 
DEATH IMPROBABLE. 


Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- | 


lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued ata reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very 
much to the value of the volume. 


Te Youth’s Liberal Guide. By 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M. Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims at the education of youth in the 

rinciples of Freethought, at the same time 
hat it inculeates moral duties and human 
rights froma standpoint of pure reason and 
common senge. ddress THE TRUTH 
BEEKER. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 

` vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 

refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions, 

with numerous references and citations, that 

are contradicted in terms by the same number 

or other propositions in the same book. Prior 
canta. 


HISTORY 
OF THE d 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe, 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


REPLY 
TO REY. L. A. LAMBERTS 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.” 
By B. W. Lacy. 


À thorough exposure of the Catholic priests 
Historical misstatements. 
Price Cloth, 31; Paper, 40 Cents, 


By L. R. SMITH. 


Pamphlet, 32pp., 12mo, - 
Published and for sale by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER co. 


ELEMENTS 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY 


FOR 
HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS AND 
FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 


By Prof. H. M. Cottinger, A.M. 


This book is just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2,000 
years B.C., on up to 1883, all in a nutshell. 

Slenker. ’ 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place; in the family it would be no 
less important, as conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Wixon. 

Mr. Cottinger’s intentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable; it may 
be commended as fulfilling its purpose of a con- 
cise and interesting historical text-book.—Miwau- 
kee Sentinel. 


PRICE, CLOTH, $1.50. 
For Schools in Quantities, $1.50. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


OR, 
Men of Business Who Did Something Besides 
Making Money. A Bookfor Young Americans. 


BY JAMES PARTON. 
$1.25. 


Price - - >» - - 
28 Lafayette Place, New York, 


Price, 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
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Iungersolls Works. 


Ihe Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “The Goda,” 
* Humboldt,” ** Thomas Paine,” ** Individual- 
ity," and ** Heretics and Heresies.” 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: * The Ghosts,” “ Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” “he Declaration of In- 
dependence,” ‘About Farming i i 
“The Grant Banquet,” ‘The Rev. Alexander 
Clark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like a 

. Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon O. Ingersoll.” 

Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25, . 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. 


What Must We Doto Be Saved? Pa- 
per, 35 cents. 
By R. G. 


in Illinois," 


The Christian Religion. 
Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document, 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 

Iugersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan, 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

, Millions of these Should be circulated. 

Vindication. of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll Price, 15 cents. 


Address on the Civil Rights Dill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents. 


Ingersoli’s Lectures Complete. 
Bound in one volume, To meet the demand 
for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on *“ Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 

Tributes, There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll's ‘Tribute to 

is Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address ove: 
“ Little Harry Miller's Grave,” that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suite. 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
io any address, for 50cts, or either one for 15cts 

Prose Poems and Selections, This 
new book isa gem. It is a model in every re- 
spect. In tact, one of the richest, brightest. 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated “ Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “ tributes " 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versations of the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
purpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and side, $2,50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele. 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo. 
rocco; gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


Life. Prose Poem. Printed in 
eolors on board, beveled gilt edges. 50 cents. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
boudoir, $1; cabinet. 40 cents, 
` Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


J. E. Remsburg's Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
. Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled, Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Ohurch and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; .the Temperance Reform; the 
„Church and the Republic. . 

Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating; Thett and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o; 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Uukindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals ; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery;. Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 
and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Bun ay Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
abb ath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 

abbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 25 cents ; six copies, $1.00. 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty, Tells the stor 
of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon. 
it. Choive extracts from ‘*Oommon Sense,” 
* American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to: Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. ‘Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paime. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
sloth, 75 cents. : t 

Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Ohristian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 

The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers' Convention, January 29, 1884. Price, 


10 cents, 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


myMedical Compound and Improved 
Elastic Supporter Truss in from 30 to 
90 days. Reliable references given, Send 
stamp for circular, and say in what papet 
you saw my advertisement, Address Capt, 


W. A. Collings, Smithville, Jefferson Co. N. 
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Reported for the “Truth Seekec " by 
I. N. BAKER, i 


and Printed by Permission of 
the Author, 


OHE ONLY GORREGT 
EDITION. 


New York: 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 
28 LAFAVETTE PLACE. 


PRICE, A CENTS. 


bible Temperance: 


LIQUOR URINKING 


Commended, Defended, and Erjoined 
by the Bible. 


WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


Was Jesus an Impostor? A debate between a 
Scotch novelist, Agnes Rollo Wilkie, and Arthur 

The best conducted debate of modern 
160 pp., 25 cts. The Mirror of Free- 
thought. | The Bible and Darwinism, 
25 cts, Biblical Errors and Secular Truths. 25 
cts. Two Revelations. 5cts. Bible Horrors; or, 
Real Blasphemy. 5 cts. Bible Makers. 5 cts. 
Bible Saints—Nos. 1, 2, and 3. Each 5cts. Moses 
vs. Darwin. 5cts. Socrates, Buddha, and Jesus. 
bots, Ohristianity a Degrading Religion. 5cts. 
Fictitious Gods. 5 cts. Natural Man. 5 cts, 
The Old Faith and the New. 5cts, Bruno and 
Spinoza. 5cts, The Bible God and His Favorits. 


-of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pa; 


: s 
5cts. Miracle-Workers, 5cts. Health. Wealth, BY E. C. ALKE j 
and Happiness. 5cts. The Brain and the Soul. 


Scts. Nature and the Gods. 5cts. Designand This is a companion book to Remsburg's “ Bible 
Natural ron an 5ots. Man and the Lower Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents. 
nimals. 6 cts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


Address Watts and Oo.,.17 Johnson's Court 
x j E 28 Lafayette Place, New York, 


E.O., Lon lon, Eng. 


x . 
Ingersoll’s Tributes. 
REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll'a at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram 
ing. The titles are: 

The Vision of War, 
The Grant Banqnet Toast, 
Address at Marry Miller?s Grave. 

The price of these heretofore has been 75ets. We 
offer them at FIFTEEN OENTS EAOH; THE 
THREE FOR FORTY OENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

28 Lafayette P1., New York. 


ROMANISM, 


DANGER AEAD. 


e 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. . 


By A. J. GROVER. 


Priog, - - - - - 40 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE STRUGGLE 


FOR 


Religious and Politioa! Liberty. 
By THEO. C. SPENCHR. 


Cloth, 12mo., 188pp., price 75 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER ÇO., 
; 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE 


Fathers of Our Republic, 


Paine, Jefferson, Washington, 
Franklin. 


A LECTURE delivered before the Tenth Aanua 
Congress of the American Secular Union, 
in Chickering Hall, New York 
November 18, 1888. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 


Price 15 canta. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


W.S BELL’S PAMPHLETS. 


The Conflict between Christianity 
and Civilization. 


PRICE, To 1: -ṣa a > 15 CENTS. 


It is a stunner ; conoise, scholarly, and good.— 
M. E. Billings 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
PRICE, 15 OENTS. 

Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. 

Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Man,—T. B. Wakeman. 

A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. It isa very 
ros paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 

e. 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 OENTS. 

The number of heads under which you hav 
divided the subjeot matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which each point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended, Therefore 
I take great pleasure in recommending “ Auti- 
Prohibition "to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of 291 government.— 
J.J. McCabe. 


LIBERTY AND MuRALITY. 


“Iam very much pleased with it, and I wish the 

eventy thousand ministers of this country were 

oblige : to purchase the pamphlet and read every 
wo d of it.” 


Price 15 centr 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 


SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in English or German 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. 


SOIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie; the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B, Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound, (The fifth 
volume of “Science in Story.") 50 cents. 


ND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
P A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages 
By Dr. Foote, 25 cents. 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam- 
phlets). By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: ‘‘ Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, advocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well. By mail, 10 cents each. 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). ‘‘ The Law 
Pr eon d enl cloth 

$2; “ Heredity. y Lorin oody, 
ages cloth 5 cents; d The Law of Sieredity by. 
E H. Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
HumanTemperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; ** Generation before Regen- 
eration," by Dr. E. È. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; * Re. 
orts of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
18827 10 cents; “ Third Annual Convention of the 
Ins 


i dity, May 29, 1883,” 10 cents. 
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Very Cheap Pamphlets. 


We hav on hand a large number of the following 
of COLONEL INGERSOLL’S pamph!ets, which 
will be disposed of at cost, as fol’ows: m 


, Ingersoll Catechised: 


His Answers to a Number of Vital Questions Pro- 
ounded by the Editor of the “San Franciscan ;” 
` Bingly, 3 cents; per dozen, 30 cents; per hundred, 


ns ORTHODOXY, 


A lecture, fifty-four closely printed large 12mo 
pages, 10 cents; fifteen, $1; and $6 por hundred. 


Civil Rights Speech, 


Including the address of Frederick D^uglas, fifty- 
three-large octavo pages, singly, 10 cents; fifteen 
for $1; aad $6 per hundred. 
The Truth of History, 

This is a comment by Colonel Ingersoll upon 
the religious lies that hav been told about him- 
self, and first made its appearance in these col- 
umns. Price 3 cents; 30 cents per dozcn; $2 por 
hundred. 


BIBLE IDOLATRY, 
Aletter Colonel Ingersoll wrote to the editor of 
the London “Secular Review.” Price 3 cents ; 30 
cents per doz., or $2 per hundred. 


INGERSOLL ON McGLYNN, 


Being the commonts and opinions of Mr. Inger- 
soli upon the fight in the Catholic church between 
the late pastor of St. Stephen's and his employer, 
the pope. Price 8 cents; 30 cents por doz., or $2 
per hundred. t 

. Wo suggest that these be purchased in qnanti- 
ties, and given away to Christians, and it is with 
that not unreasonable expcetation that the vrices 
hav been placed 80 low. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Latayette Pl., New York. 


BIBLE MYYHS 


AND THEIR y 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


The objectof the work is to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. : 

“Tt is unquestionably true that the resulta of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else 80 accessible as they aro now made 
in the work before us.”—N. Y. Sun. 

1vol.8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.50. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


Saints and Sinners. 10 cents. . 
The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price, $1.25. Contents}: 
Section I. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section IL. What it 
Owes to Mohammedanism. Section III. Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors. Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Sec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Centurv. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22 pagesin cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christian Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction _by Charles Bradlaugh. | Con- 
tents: The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New, Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are published at the low “Brice of FIVE 
CENTS BACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
ls the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible; Freethought an 
Modern Progress; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and Bible. Antagonistic; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all of 
the aboye works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


KERSEY GRAVES'S WORKS. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of tho Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cents. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
ihovsand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the, characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins. Price, $1.75. 


The World's Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of all tle doctrines, principles, precepts. 
and miracles of the Christian New Testament 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many ol 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 


history of sixteen oriental crucified gods. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always Opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish that the friends of Freethought wonld 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT O. ADAMS. 
Oloth, $1.25. For Sale at thig Office. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener aro for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 500. 


Mottoes for Freethinkers. 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the ** God-bless-our- 
home” placards which disfgure the walls of so 
many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 221-2. Tho motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 
readings: ` 


: THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTROL. 
: THE WORLD. 


THE TIME TO BE HAPPY I8 NOW, 


AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY I8 HERE. : 
H 


NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY; : 
TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. : 


The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. 
For Freethought societies there is a large card 
22 x 15 inches, printcd in colors, with an engraved 


` heading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 


alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 30 
cents. Anyof these will be sent postpaid, sccurely 
wrapped, on receipt of pricc. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


"The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America. 


BY A CAPITALIST. 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remedy, the author thinks. is in communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it wil be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. ‘The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. 

Paper,50c; cloth, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


DR. J. L. YORE, 


The noted Western Liberal orator, started On 
his Eastern lecture.tour May 1st, to speak at 
Sacramento on May 8th,at Salt Lake City, May 
15th and 22d, at Canon City, Col., May 39th. at Den- 
ver, Col., June bth and 12th; and at Garden City, 
Dodge City, Kan.; Ottumwa, Iowa; Chicago, IIL; 
Grand Rapids, Mich ; Columbus, Alliance, Akron, 
Ohio; Linesville, Pittsburgh: Philadelphia, Pa.; 
New York, N. Y.; Boston, Mass.;; Albany, Troy, 
Rochester, Batavia, Buffalo, N. Y.; Cleveland, O., 
and at other points on or near the line, should the 
friends desire it, and leave the latch-string out, 
at liv and let-liv rates. 

Don't miss a rare treat, and. Frcethinkers and 
Liberals desiring to arrange with the Doctor, 
please address without delay, in care of Chess 
Brothers, Garden City, Kan.; Thos. J. Truss, 
Denver, _Colorado; William Lindsay, Ottumwa, 
Iowa; E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake street, 
Chicgao, Ill; D. A. Blodgett, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
R. H. Ralston, Columbus, Ohio; Roman Staly, 86 
Diamond street, Pittsburgh, Pa., Gco. Longford, 
1106 Leopard st., Philadelphia, Pa.; Truth Seeker 
office, New York city ; Investigator office, Boston, 
Mass.; H.L. Green, 165 Delevan av., Buffalo, N.Y.; 
N. Hexter, Cleveland, Ohio. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; Jos, Burgher and 
F. L. Browne, Printers. This paper is devoted spo- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter-. 
prise,the Oredit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generally 
to the practical solution of the problem o Integral 
Oa-oparation. Price, $1 a year; 50 centa for six 
months. 85 sents for three mantha 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 


By Gro. M. Davenrort. This is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 32 well-filled pages, costing only 
“a quarter,” but as full of meat as an egg. It is 
woll called “ practical,” for we find nothin un- 
practical init. Hens, ducks, geese, and turkeys. 
aro particularly discussed and their economica 
breeding and keeping treatedof. There aro many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition 
the poultry literature of the day. 

TRUTH SEEKEB Office, 


28 Lafayette Place, New- York. 


THE HUMBOLDT LIBRARY. 


Price 15 cents each rumber, unless otherwise marked. 


1. Light Science for Leisure Hours. A series of 
amiliar essays on astronomical.and other 
natural phenomena. By Richard A. Proc- 
tor, F.R.A.S. : 
2 The Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivers, Ice 
` and Glaciers. 19 illustrations. By John Tyn- 
dall, F.R.S. : 
3, Physics and Politics. An application of the 
rinciples of Natural Science to Political 
jety. By Walter Dagehot, Author o. 
The English Constitution.” 
4. Man's Place in Nature. With numerous illus- 
trations. By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 
5. Education, Intellectual, Moral, and Physical. 
By Herbert Spencer. 
6. Town Geology. With Appendix on Coral and 
Coral Reefs. By Charles Kingsley. 
7. Conservation of Energy. With numerous Illus- 
trations. By Balfour Stewart, LL. D. 
8, Study of Languages, brought back to its Trus 
principles, By C. Marcel. 
9. The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 
10. Theory 5f Sound in its Relation to Music. 
Numerous illustrations. By By Prof. Pietro 
laserna. j 
11. ) The Naturalist on the River Amazon. | À rec- 
ord of 11 years' travel, By Henry Walter 
Bates, F.L.8. Not sold separately. 
13. Mind and Body. The theories of their rela- 
tions. By Alexander Bain, LL.D. 
14. The Wonders of the Heavens. 2 illustration 
By Camille Flammarion. 
15. Longevity. The means of prolonging life after 
middle age. By John Gardner, MD. 
16. Origin of Species, By Thomas H. Huxley, 


17. Progress : Its Law and Cause. With other dis- 


quisitions. By Herbert Spencer. 

18. Lessons in Electricity. 60 illustrations. By 
John Tyndall, F.R.S. 

19. Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjocts. By 


Richard A. Proctor. : 
20. Romanes of Astronomy. By R. Kalley Miller, 


21. The Physical Basis of Life, with other essays. 
By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 

33. Seeing and Thinking. By William Kingdon 
. Clifford, F.R.S. 

23. Scientific Sophisms. A review of current 
theories conce ming Atoms, Apes, and Men. 
By Samuel Wainwright, D.D. : 

94. Popular Scientific Lectures. Illustrated. By 
Prof, H. He oltz. 

25. Origin of Nations. By Prof. Geo. Rawlinson, 
Oxford University. 

26, The Evolutionist at Largo By Grant Allen. 

History of Landholding n England. By 

Joseph Fisher, F.R.H.5. 

28. Fashion in Deformity, as illustrated in the 
customs of Barbarous and Civilized Races. 
Nuineroüds illustrations. By William Henry 
Flower, F.R.S. 

29. Facts and Fictions of Zoology. Numerous 

illustrations. By Andrew Wilson, Ph. D. 

3. Y Study of Words. By Richard Chenevix 

Trench. - 

33, Hereditary Traits and other Essays. By Rich- 
ard A. Proctor. 

33. Vignettes from Nature. By Grant Allen. 

34. Philosophy of Style. By Herbert Spencer. 

35. Oriental Religions. 4 Bn. John Caird, Pres. 


Univ. Glasgow, an crs. 

36. Lectures on Evolution. Illustrated. By Prof. 
T Huxley. e 

37. Six Lectures on Light. Illustrated. By John 
Tyndall. 


38.1 Geological Sketches. By Archibald Gcikic, 

39.f F.R.S. 3 

10. The Evidence of Organic Evolution. By Geo. 
J. Romanes, F. 


41. Current Discussions in Science. By W. M. 
Wilhams, F.C.8. 

12, History of the Science of Politics. By Freder- 
ick Pollock. 


43. Darwin and Humboldt. By Professor Huxley, 
Professor Agassiz, and others. 

at} Dawn of History. By C. F. Keary, of tho 

45.f British Museum, 

16. Discascs of Memory. By Th. Ribot. Tran- 
slated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 

17. Childhood of Iecligions, 
P.WAS. 

48. Lifein Nature. Illustrated. By Jas. Hinton. 

49. The Sun: its Constitution; its Phenomena; 
its Condition. By Judge Nathan T. Curr, 
Columbus, Ind. 

2. Money and the Mechanism of Exchange. By 

51. Prof. W. Stanley Jevons, F.R.S. 

5; Diseases of the Will. By Th. Ribot. Trans 
lated from tho F'rench by J. Fitzgcrald. 

53. Animal Antomatism, and other Essays. By 
Prof. T. H. Huxley, F.R.S. i 

51. Bitinia Growthof Myth. By Edward Clodd. 
4. ^. we 


55. Scientific Basis of Morals, and othcr Essays. 
By William Kingdon Clifford, F.R.S. 


Jj Ilusions. Dy James Sully. 


(f 
88 } The Origin of Species. By Charles Darwin. 
59.) Two double numbers, 30 cents cach. 

60, Childhood of the World. By Edward Clodd. 

61. Misccllaneous Essays. By Richard A. Proctor. 

à, Religions of the Ancicnt World. By Prof. Gco. 

: Rawlinson, University of Oxford. Double 
number, 20 cents. 

63. Progressive Morality, | By Thomas Fowler, 
L Ds president of Corpus Christi College, 

xford. 

64. Distribution of Animals and Plants. Dy A. 
Russel Wallace and W. T. Thiselton Dyer. 

$5. Conditions of Mental Development; and other 
Essays. Dy Wm. Kingdon Olifford. 

66. Technical Education; &nd other Essays. By 
Thomas H. Huxley; F.R.S. 

67. The Black Death. An Account of the Great. 
Pestilence of tho Fourteenth Century. 494 
J.F. C. Hecker. 

68. (Special number, 10 cents.) Three Essay. 

erbert Spencer. 

69. (Double Number, apconta), Fetichism : A Cov 
tribution to Anthropology and the History 

of Religion. By Frit. Schultze, Ph.D. Trans- 

lated from the German by J. F'itzgera4 


M.A. j i 

10. Essays Speculativ and Practical. By Herber 
Spencer. 

71. Anthropology. By Daniel Wilson, LL.D. 
With Appendix on Árcheology. y E. D. 
Tylor, F.R.S. 

72. Tho Dancing Mania of tho Middle Ages. Dy 
J. F. C. Hecker, M.D. 

78. Evolution in History, Language; and Science. 

our dresses delivered at the London 
Crystal Palace School of Art, Science, and 
Literature. ; n . 
74. The Descent of Man; and selection in relation 
o Sex. By Charles Darwin. In § parts 
15 cents each. 


Add~-ss THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


â, 


n 


" 


Hume's Essays. 


By Edward Clodd, | 


FREETHOUGHT WORKS. 
For Sale at Tur Trura Szexer Office. 


Essays and treatises 
on various subjects. By Davi» Hums, 
Esq. With a brief sketch of the author's 
life and writings, to which are added. 
dialogues concerning natural religion. 
Price, $1.50. i 


Idols and Ideals, with :n Essays on 
Christianity. By Monourz D. Conway, 
the brilliant Rationalistic preacher of 
London, $1.50. . 


If, Then, and- When. From the doc- 
trins of the Church. By WARREN SUMNER 
Barrow. 10 cents. j 


Image Breaker (the). By Joun E. 
Remsrure. Six lectures bound together, 
25 cents. Separately, 5 cents each. 1, 
The Decline of Faith; 2. Protestant In. 
tolerance; 8. Washington an Unbeliever; 
'4. Jefferson an Unbeliever; 5. Paine and 
Wesley; The Christian Sabbath. 


Infidel’s or Inquirer’s Text-book, be- 
ing the substance of thirteen lectures op 
the Bible. By Rozerr Coorgr. $1. 


Ingersoll in Canada. A Reply to 
Wendling, Archbishop ‘Lynch, “ By- 
stander,” and others, By ALLEN PRINGLE. 
15 cents. 


Is Life Worth Living. By Wiruaw 
H. Manrnock. Contents: Tho New Im- 
port of the Question, Morality and the 
Prize of Life, Sociology as the Fountain 
of Morality, Goodness.as its own Re- 
ward, Love as the test of Goodness, Life 
as its own Reward, The Superstition of 
Positivism, The Practical*Prospect. The 
Logic of Scientific Negation, Morality, 
and Natural Theism, The Human Race 
and Revelation, Universal History and 
the claims of the Christian Church, Bo- 
lief and Will. Paper $1.00; cloth, $1.50. 


Jehovah Unveiled; or, The Character 
of the Jewish Deity Delineated. A new 
and valuable book. 35 cents. 


Kneeland’s National Hymns. 35 cts. 


Koran (the). A new English edition 
of the Koran of Mohammed, to which is 
added the life of Mohammed, or the his- 
tory of that doctrin which was begun and 
carried on by him in Arabia. Price, $1.50 


Letters of Junius. Two volumes in 
one From the latest London edition. 


Letters to Engenia; or, A Preserva- 
tiv Against Religious Prejudices. By 
Baron D'HorsaacB, author of the ** Systom 
of Nature," etc. Translated from the 
French by AwrHowx C, Mippurton, M.D. 
Price, $1.00. 


Life of Paine. By J. E. RzwsBuna. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. ` 


Life of Thomas Paine, author of: 
“Common Sense,” ‘Rights of Man,” 
“Age of Reason,” etc., with critical and 
explanatory observations on his writings. 
By GinsERT Varm. $1.00. 


Love and Transition: A Plea in poetry 
for the practicalization of known truth. ' 
By Mary E. TrrnorsoN. $1.00. 


Love Ventures of Tom, Dick, and 
Harry. A Spicy Narrativ. “And they 
were naked and not ashamed.” 50 cents. 


Man’s Nature and Developments By 
Henry Gzrorcr ATKINSON, F. G. S., and 
Harriet MARTINEAU. $1.50. 


Modern Thinkers: What they Think 
and Why. (Principally on Social 
Science.) By Van Beuren Denstow, LL. 
D., with an introduction by R. G. Inger- 
soll. With eight portraits: Comte, Swe- 
denborg, Adam Smith, Jeremy Bentham, 
Thomas Paine, Fourier, Herbert Spencer, 
and Ernst Haeckel. 384 pages. $1.50. 


Moral Education: Its Laws and Meth- 
ods. By Prof. J. R. BUCHANAN. A new 
method to conquer crime, disease, and 
misery, which churches, colleges, and 
govóriments have signally failed to do. 


Moral Physiology; A. Brief and Plain 
Treatis on the Population Question. By 
Rogesrt Dang Owzx. 60 cents. 


Mortality of the Soul and the Immor- 
tality of its Elements. By A. SNIDER Dx 
PELLEGRINI. 10 cents. 


Myths and Myth-Makers: Old Tales 


and Superstitions interpreted by compar- 
ative Mythology. By Joun Frsxm, M.A. 
LL.B., of Harvard College. $2. 


Origin and Development of Religious 


-Ideas and Beliefs, as manifested - 
in history and sden by reason. By Mon. 
RIS EINSTEIN. $1. 


Orthodox Hash, with a Change of 
Dus By Warren Sumner BARLOW. 
cents. 


Paradise Lost; or, The Great Dragon. 
Cast Out. 60 cents. 


Personal Immortality and Other 
Papers. By Jos OrPxwmEI. Ex- 
tra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages 75 eente. 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


` OALIVORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. : 
QANADA. i 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
- GOLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
. _ IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIB. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302. State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
KANBAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 


: MAINE. 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). 
MASSA OHUSETTS. 

Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 

2l MIOHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids.  - 
S. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. ; 
Chas. Sach, 188 S. Division St., Grand Rapids. 
Swan & Co., 87- Woodward ave., Detroit. 

MISSOURI. 
Phillip Roeder, 322 Olive st., St. Louis. 
E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 
Lang & Co., 709 Olive st., St. Louis. 
NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. 

Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st.. Brooklyn. 
Henry Adler, cor. Essex and Grand streets. 


: OHIO. 

N. Hexter, 308 Superior street, Cleveland. 

Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. l 

B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. ] 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila, 

George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 

W..F. Schade, 8,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 

z TENNESSEE. 

Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
TEXAS. 

L. Andruss, Denison. 

T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 


: UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden.  - 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 


ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


Robt. G. Ingzersoll's 


OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 


in the suit of the 
Bankers?) and Merchants? 
graph. Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 


So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that Tam TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


YRY"SQUARL; 
OR, ` 


Tele- 


The Church ot Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church: without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to. his mind. ` 


For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


S. P. Putnam’s Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Oriticisms o 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, & New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
A prose epic of the war, rieh with incident 
and dramatic power ; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day.”—Jonn 
Swinton's Paper. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein iti 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 


poured ferth, it seems to mo, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Dz, Henny W. BELLOWS. $1. 


‘Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don't He Lend a Hand, and 


er Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 ots. 


Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 
‘ version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
copy “the Genesis legend—is shown, Price 10 
cents. 
For all of the aboye address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


nv 
O. T4 


Cor. S7th St. 


Factory & WAREROOMS, 


a 


SAND SQUARE, 


4€? 
p» 


SO Third AVI kew York. 


Col. Kelso’s Works. |The Public Schools 


The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 
hammer Logic unsurpassed.”  8vo., 833pp., 
silk cloth, $3. 


Deity Analyzed and the Devil’s De- 


fense. 
claims for the existence of the Bible deity, and 
an examination in verse of the charges gener-; 
ally brought against his Satanic majesty. 
12mo, 466pp., $1.50. : 


Spiritualism Sustained. This wor 
goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny: 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 


Catalogue of Old, Rare, and Second- 
hand Standard books sent free. 
JORDAN BROS. 6 North 9th, St., 


OLD 
BOOKS! 13617 hiladelphia, Pa. 


HOW TO STRENGTHEN 
THE MEMORY; 


OR, 


Natural and Scientific Methods of 
Never Forgetting. 


By M. L. HOLBROOK, M.D. 


12mo, 160 pp., - - - -.- $1.00} 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


28 Lafayette Pl. New York. 
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Freethought Abroad, - 


Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the 
States and Territories of the United States, 


The Right to Testify. By F. M, Holland, - 
The American Secular Union. By Samuel P. 


Putnam, - E " 


The Parson. A Story. By Si Slokum, 
— 


NEW YORK: 


A thorough analysis of the | 


— AND — 


| Srecthinkers’ Almanac, 
1887. 


(E. M. 287) 


**DITb + ILLUSTRATIONS. + 


cCoNTENTS. 


Freethought in the United States, 1886, - 
Liberty. Address by Grover Cleveland, 
The Coming Dawn. By D. Louis Bodge, 


AND THE 


a 
Catholic Church. 

-—0— 

K. Washburn. 

—0— 

EXTRACT. _. 

“J could pronounce no benediction upon Ho- 
manism, It hss done mischief enough to deserve 
transportation for life. I regard Roman Chris- 
tianity as the worst form of tyranny. It com- 
mands the arm to work and the brain to die; it 
feeds faith amd starves thought; it loves oppres- 
sion and hates liberty. It has given falsehood a 
crown and truth a scaffold.” 

PRICE, 5 CENTS. 
Addrsss THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. — 


By L. 


Price 10 cents. 
Address Tug TRUTH SEEKER CoMPANY. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS 0F THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, itis now known to be the work of W. 
H. Bung, one of our ablest correspondents, More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sdld. Price, 15 cenis. 
For sale at this office. 
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| PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth , 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rate 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. - 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write. 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Eai] 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wm. HENRY 
Burr. Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office. 


“‘SHOPPEL’S MODERN HOUSES” No. 3. 
(Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 


A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. 
A cardbeard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 


colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces, for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for putting thom together. . 
While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. Itis, in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 
ers, 
55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000). 
2 New Designs for Barns. 
1 New Design for a Chapel. 
Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 
or Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 
An Article on Villa Park Associations. 


SENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRIOE, $1. 
Address 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASSO'N, 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. © 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibll. 
eal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


“The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” . 
Price, Single Copies, 95 cents. Six copies for 


UU. 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 


ration.” : 
Price, 35 cents. 


For either of these Works, wot any of Paine's 


VOLTAIRES ROMANCES 


Tho White Bull: A Satirical Romance.— Zadig 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princes 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowns. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas,— 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the White 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato's Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid With 6? 
engravings. Price, cloth, bevele osrds, $2.00. 
Hut calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE DAWNING, 


A NOVEL. 


** Oh, heaven! Apollo is once more among the 
herdsmen of Admetus, and the herdsmen know 
not it is the Sun-god !” 


An octavo volume of nearly 400 pages, bound in 
cloth. Price, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Co., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 

, THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 

From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION. i 
Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


aper, 


WORKS OF O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 


Christianity a Reward for Crime. 
Authenticated by the Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 29 pages, - - - 10c. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 


Paper, 12mo, 47 pages, - " - te 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 25c. 


A Masonic Vindication of Right.- 
A Protest Against Persecution. 
Papor, 12mo, 36 pages; - - - =~ 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

28 Lafayette PI.. New York. 
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THE TRUTH SEEKER, JULY 16, 1887. 


Hews of the Week. 


A Baptist minister named Tillerson, re- 
siding near Somervell, Tex., recently com- 
mitted a criminal assault upon a little girl 
eight years of age. Tillerson is 55 years 
old, and the editor of the Bosque Citizen says 
that ‘‘ he has probably lived long enough.” 


Jaoos SHARP, the con- 
victed briber, was 70 
years old on the 6th. He 
spent the day in jail. 


A LANDSLIDE on the 
shore of Lake Zugersee, 
Switzerland, precipitated 
forty houses and two 
hotels into the lake, 
drowning over one hun- 
dred persons. 


Tue Rev. Father Dent, 
a Catholic priest, has 
been sentenced to seven 
months’ imprisonment in 
the Erie county, N. Y., 
penitentiary. He libeled 
another priest. 


Tax Georgia railroads 
refuse to carry negroes 
in first-class cars. The 
Rev. W. A. Sinclair, a 
colored preacher, and his 
wife were ejected last: 
week on account of their ' 
complexion. 


Yan Poon Ler, a Chi- 
nese youth who has just 
been graduated from 
Yale, was married last 
week to a Miss Jerome, 
of New. Haven, Conn. 
He is a good-looking 
young man of more than 
ordinary intelligence, and 
she is well-favored and 


rich. Gen. xxvi, 6, 7. 


PowpERLY, general 
master workman of the Knights of Labor, 
announces that he will resign his office at the 
Minneapolis convention to be held in October. 


Tue death rate in New York city last week 
was 200 per day. 


Tue police made 148 arrests for liquor- 
selling in this city last Sunday. 


Tue total assessed real and personal prop. 
erty of this city for 1887 is $1,507,640,008— 
an increase of $86,672,377 over last year. 


Two keepers of the Ward's Island Insane 
Asylum, a New York city institution, hav 
been indicted on & charge of killing an insane 
patient. 


TuE color question is being sharply dis- 
cussed in the churches just now, and the 
general sentiment is against mixed worship. 
Asbury Park, a Methodist camp-meeting sta- 
tion in New Jersey, excludes colored persons. 


QUEEN VioroRiA has addressed a letter to 
Mr. Matthews, who presented to her an ad- 
dress by the loyal Catholics of London. In 
it the queen says that she has always felt full 
confidence in the loyalty of her Catholic sub- 
jects in and out of Ireland. 

Mrs. Lanetry, the actress, has formally 
renounced her allegiance to all foreign poten- 
tates, and has filed an instrument in the 
office of the clerk of the U.S. circuit court 
jn northern California declaring her bona fide 
intention of becoming a citizen of this coun- 
try. Shealready owns considerable property 
in New York. 


Tux United Labor party of this city is 
holding primaries to elect delegates to the 
Syracuse convention in August. Among 
those already chosen are Dr. McGlynn, 
Henry George, James Redpath, John Mc- 
Mackin, and F.C. Leubuscher. The Socialists 
are showing themselvs very strong, and it is 
certain that they will hav a large representa- 
tion at the convention. ; 

PRESIDENT CLEVELAND was invited by the 
mayor of St. Louis to visit that city during 
the national encampment of the Grand Army 
of the Republic, and accepted the invitation. 
But as members of the G. A. R. hav pro- 
tested, and as threats of personal violence 
had been made in case Mr. Cleveland under- 
took the trip, he has written a second letter 
recalling his acceptance. Some divisions of 
‘the Grand Army refused to parade in Mr. 
Cleveland’s presence. His veto of the de- 
pendent pension bill is supposed to hav ex- 
cited their ire. 


THE ORUER OP CREATION. 


A Dtscusston Between 
Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, 
Linton, Reville. 

On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
OONTENTS: 


. E. Gladstone. 
II. TheInterpreters of Genesis and theInter- 
preters of Nature. By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 
[ur Postscript to Solar Myths. By Prof. Mex 
uller. ` 


IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. 


By Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 


V. Dawn of Creation. An Answer to Mr. Glad- 


stone. By Albert Reville, D.D 
VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. 


By Prof. T. H. 


Gems of Thought. i 


. I BEE no use in being a son of God, or even of a 


xley. AERE 
A Protest anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- | virgin, if it makes one wretched and unhappy.— 


on 


This is a new book and contains the latest discus- 
I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. By Hon. ' sion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of the 
participants are a guarantee of its able character. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


28 Lafayette Pl..New York 
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AS 
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A WA Y. UE es = 
ISAAC (LIKE ABRAHAM) TELLETH A LIE. 


And Isaac dwelt in Gerar. And the men of the place asked him of his wife, and he said, She is my sister, for he feared 
to say, She is my wife, lest, said he, the men of the place should kill me for Rebekah, because she was fair to look upon.— 


Odds and Ends. 


A Fourts of July dodge: “Don’t spank me, 
dad; I’ve swallowed a torpedo.” 


Honesty is more precious than gold, though it 
cannot equal gold in opening the way into a fash- 
ionable city church. 


In Hindostan a copper cent is called a ** damri.” 
From this probably comes the expression, *‘ It 
isn't worth a continental.” 


"Ir women are really angels," writes an old 
bachelor, “why don't they fly over the fence, in- 
stead of making such a fearfully awkward job of 
climbing?” 


AN art critic, describing a recent collection of 
bric-a-brac, says : “ The visitor’s eye will be struck 
on entering the room with a porcelain umbrella.” 
This is encouraging to visitors. ` 


“ On, what is so rare as a day in June?” 
Asks Lowell. Well, opinions vary ; 
But the day most rare, we must declare, ` 
Is the twenty-ninth of February. 


“O mux! the’? was an’ ugly-lookin’ tramp kim 
into the front parlor this mornin’ when oi was 
afther dustin’.” “A tramp! And what did you 
do, Bridget?" “ Oi dusted, mum.” ! 


Tar body of a young girl, mysteriously mur- 
dered, has been found on a lonely country road in 
Ohio, This outrageous infringement on a pure' y 
local industry has excited widespread indignation 
throughout New Jersey. 

AN ancient omen says that ‘if two marriages 
are celebrated simultaneously, one of the hus- 
bands will die.” This omen is no doubt verified in 
every instance; but we are prepared to believe 
that the other husband will die, too, if he livslong 
enough. 


Puysicran (to anxious wife): “We hav held a 
consultation, madam, over your husband’s case; 
he is a very sick man, and it might be well to 
send for a minister, I think.” Anxious wife: 
“ Will one be enough, doctor, or would you advise 
a consultation of ministers?” 


t O ROWENA !” exclaimed Voliigern Tapemeas- 
ure, dropping on his knees without a struggle, 
“your beauty fires my heart——” *'* My daugh- 
ter,” said old Hengist Wheatcorner, entering the 
room, * T will divide the contract with you ; I will 
fire the rest of him." Which he did. 


* YouxG man,” he said solemnly, ‘are you pre- | 


pared to go?" “Prepared to go?" repeated the 
young man blithely. **Ishould say 80; I shipped 
my family to the country last week for the sum- 
mer, hav given up my fiat and stored the furni- 
ture,and taken a room down-town. I’m prepared 
to go anywhere.” 


Duxzine the course of his prayer last Sunday 
morning a Western minister said: * O Lord! we 
desire to return more than the usual amount of 
thanks this morning for the blessings of the week 
just closed. Especially would we thank thee for 
the successful organization of a board of trade 
&nd forthe gratifying outcome of that little South 
Side deal in which thy servant was interested. 
But above all we desire to return our thanks for 


Ln 


| tbe completion of the new race-track, which, as 


thou probably knowest, is the finest half-mile 
track west of the Missouri river.” 


“Tr seems to me,” observed the sub-editor, 
** that the recording angel must hav a pretty easy 
time of it nowadays.” “ Why so?” asked his 
wife. '* Simply because if a man does anything 
good or bad it gets into the newspapers." * Well 
what of that?” ‘ Why, all the angel has to do is 
to go over the papers with a pair of scissors.” 


AN Irishman, writing to his wife, who was still 
in “ ould Ireland,” began his letter by making the 
following surprising statement: “It’s a foine 
country, Bridget, and no mistake. I’ve this day 
put phat they call an inshoorance on me loife, an’ 
if I'd fall down a ladder wid me hod an’ break me 
neck to-morry begorra an’ I'd get twenty-five dol- 
lars a wake as long as I was ded.” 


“Our school closed yesterday,” says a Dakota 
paper, * and at the end of the usual commence- 
ment exercises the graduating class amused itself 
by playfully riding the principal of our high 
school on a rail through our main streets, and 
then ducking him in a frog: pond back of Baxter's 
mill It was & merry occasion, and greatly en- 
joyed by all who engaged in it. The principal 
seemed to object at first, but he soon entered into 
the playful spirit of his pupils and submitted to 
their sportiv ways. Our boys and girls are full of 
real Western dash and spirit, and know how to 
enjoy themselvs." ` 


A very slight error of fact or practice will some- 
times result in a serious mistake. This was re- 
cently illustrated in a school where a pupil who 
had been impressed with the force and value of 
double letters—such as double o in “ fool,” 
double e in “ heel,” etc.—was called upon to read 
the touching poem exhortatory of early rising, 
beginning: “ Up, up, Lucy! the sun is in the 
Sky Surprise which soon gave place to hilarity 
was occasioned when the pupil read the line: 
* Double up, Lucy! the sun is in the sky,” thus 
giving it a significance by no means contemplated 
by-the poet. 

THE SENSATIONAL PREACHER. 
From the ancient, quaint phrase of the Bible 
He carelessly chooses a text, 
And then drifts away in a lecture 
That leaves the true question unvexed ; 
But be catches the ear of his hearers, 
Which often is longer than fine, 
With a bric-a-brac sermon a layman 
Might preach “ o'er the walnuts and wine.” 


To-day he slings mud at officials, 
To-morrow he'll handle the press, 

In the hope of & free advertisement, 
Be it either a kick or caress ; 

And he mixes the slang of elections 
With a patter of tea-table talk : 

And instead of the milk of the scriptures, 
Is profuse with his water and chalk. 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


85 Cents Each, 
Address TEE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


D. M. Bennett. 


| Ix science and philosophy, a man’s contributions 


to knowledge hav a value which is quite independ- 
ent of his personality. Whoever invented the dif- . 
ferential calculus or the binomial theorem, we 
shall not understand them any better by learning 
: when or where the discov- 
erer lived or what manner 
of man ontwardly he was. 
' Whether nominalism or re“ 
alism is the truer philo- 
Sophie standpoint, whether 
thought is a function of 
matter or matter has no ex- 
istence except for thought 
: —these and the like are 
questions which are capable 
of investigation on . their 
own merits; and it affords 
no help to their solution to 
know when the originator, 
defender, or impugner of 
any of them was born and 
how long he lived, whether 
his person was comely or 
homely, whether he was. 
happy in his married life or 
lived and died in single 
blessedness.—Principal 
Cairà, D.D. 

TuHE religious aspect cer- 
tainly has changed, The 
theological epoch draws 
near to its close. The im- 
pulse given, in the reign of 
Charles II., when the Royal 
Society received its charter 
—an impulse*clearly under- 
stood as committing the 
the English mind to natural 
studies as distinguished 
from  supernatural—has 
gone on with accelerating 
motion ever since, until now 
the books on natural science 
outrank in power, if they 
do notin number, the works 
on theology. The great 
writers in dogmatic and 
speculativ theology are of 
the past. Warburton, Cud- 
worth, Barnes, Taylor, 
Hooker, are little read ; and 
such interest in them as 
remains is due rather to 
their rhetoric than to 
their reasoning. . . . 

The working mind of the age turns from theolog- 
ieal questions with a kind of disgust; and as no 
great thinker engages in obsolete or unreal spec- 
ulations, the literature of theology languishes. 
To one who remembers the place it held half a 
century ago, this fact is of profound significance. 
—0. B, Frothingham. 
SWEET EVENINGS COME AND GO. 
Sweet evenings come and go, love, 
They came and went of yore; 
This evening of our life, love, 
Shall go and come no more. 
When we hav passed away; love, 
All things will keep their name; 
But yet no life on earth, love, 
With ours will be the same. 


The daisies will be there, love, 
The stars in heaven Will shine; 
I shall not feel thy wish, love, 
: Nor thou my hand in thine. 
A better time will come, love, 
And better souls be born ; 
I would not be the best, love, 
To leave thee now forlorn.—George Eliot, 

I wav been to the old church these last Sundays 
to hear what the new vicar has to say, and it is 
queer to hear a gentleman like him tell us that we 
Shall all be burnt in flames forever if we do not 
think as he bids us think, and then to come to the 
lecture-room and find that there is no place for 
hell in all creation, and that the church, which 
pretends to know everything and to teach us all, 
is no better than a nigger pow-wow man.--Mrs, E, 
Lynn Linton, 

Tam Samson’s weel-worn clay here lies, 
Ye cantiug zealots, spare him ! 

If honest worth in heaven rise, 
Yell mend or ye win near him.—Burns, 


Every evil to which we do not succumb is a ben- 
efactor. As the Sandwich Islander believes that 
the strength and valor of the enemies he kills pass 
into himself, so we gain the strength of the temp- 
tation that we resist. —Emerson, 


ALL thoughts of ill, all evil deeds, 
That hav their roots in thoughts of ill ; 
' Whatever hinders or impedes 
The action of the nobler will— 
All these must first be trampled down 
Beneath our feet, if we would gain, 
In the bright fields of fair renown, 
The right of eminent domain.—ZLongfellow, 
THERE was surely something respectable in the 
sentiment which made Mr. Brassey refuse, how- 
ever much his riches might increase, to add to his 
establishment. There is surely something nat- 
ural in the tendency, which we generally find 
coupled with greatness,to simplicity of life, A 
person whom I knew had dined with a million- 
aire, with his flunkeys standing round the table. 
I suspect that a man of Mr. Greg’s intellect and 
character, in spite of his half-ascetic hatred of 
pinsh, would rather hav been one of the six than 
one of the two.—Goldwin Smith. 
I BELIEVE 
That woman, in her deepest degradation, 
Holds something sacred, something undefiled, 
Some pledge and keepsake of her higher nature, 
And, like the diamond in the dark, retains 
Some quenchless gleam of the celestial light ! 
—Longsellow’s Spanish Student, 
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lotes and Clippings. 


Tun Circuit Court of St. Louis, Mo., has 
just denied a petition for the incorporation of 
a faith-cure establishment in that city. 


Tne New York World has gathered infor- 
mation from the Labor leaders that the Labor 
parties will hav a candidate for president in 
the field next year. 


Tue British commission appointed a year 
ago to inquire into the merits of M. Pasteur's 
method of inoculation for hydrophobia hav 
reported favorably. 

Says the Memphis Avalanche: ** When one 
finds a paper called the Christian at Work 
saying that ‘a Yankee has just taught ducks 
to swim in hot water with such success that 
they lay boiled eggs,’ it is about time for the 
editors of wild Western secular papers to 
lead in prayer from the amen corner.” 


. A rEW hundred years ago Dr. McGlynn 
would hav been undergoing torture at the 
hands of the Inquisition, and if he refused to 
recant the fagots for an auto.da.fé would soon 
be collected. As Rome is infallible, and 
never changes, the only reason it does not do 
this now is because it cannot.—Christian Ad- 
vocate. : 


A COMMITTEE has reported this section be- 


fore the constitutional convention at Salt Lake 


City, Utah: ** Bigamy and polygamy being 
considered incompatible with a republican 
form of government, each of them is hereby 
forbidden and declared a misdemeanor. Any 
person who shall violate this section shall, on 
conviction thereof, be punished by a fine of not 
more than $1,000 and by imprisonment for a 


term of not less than six months or more than | the most lugubrious character, broke up with 


three years, in the discretion of the court.” 


Tux Italian Catholics celebrated the Feast 
of the Virgin last Saturday with a parade. A 
horsecar attempting to pass through the pro- 
cession, the driver was mobbed, and a police- 
man who came to his assistance was attacked 
with swords and badly wounded. Hight of 
the Virgin’s bloodthirsty votaries were ar- 
rested and lodged in jail. 


Tue Philadelphia Press makes this interest- 
ing statement: ‘‘ In Minnesota the number of 
saloons is diminishing under high license, 
while in Rhode Island it is increasing under 
Prohibition. There is a moral in all this, but 
there is no necessity for stating it. Practical 
temperance reformers know it, and Prohi- 
bitionists wouldn’t believe it.” 


Tue clergy of Pueblo, Mexico, hav col- 
lected over $200,000 for the coronation of the 
Virgin of Guadaloupe next December. It is 
estimated that the total contributions of all 
the Catholics of the country will amount to 
$1,500,000. It is no wonder that the people 
of Mexico are the most impoverished lot of 
wretches in the universe. Catholicism, 
sooner or later, will reduce any country to a 
nation of beggars. 


Ture Whig, of Quincy, Ill., says that a 
prayer-meeting was held some nights ago on 
a farm in that section to ask for relief from a 
drouth. The meeting lasted till midnight. 
At that hour a bank of clouds crept slowly 
out of the south west, and soon spread over the 
entire western horizon. The prospect of de- 
liverance from the ruin that faced them drove 
many of the meri delirious with joy, and the 
meeting, which a few minutes before was of 


a dance and a prayer of thanksgiving. But 
the rain did not come. 

Preressor TYNDALL, in a communication 
published recently in London, says that he 
has received numerous letters from all parts 
of America on the Irish Home Rule question, 
and they all recommend the utmost resistance 
to Mr, Gladstone's policy. ‘‘ Inasmuch,” says 
Professor Tyndall, ** as a desperate gamester, 
miscalled a statesman, has chosen to invoke 
ignorant foreign opinion against the instructed 
opinion of his own countrymen, it is worth 
showing that American opinion is not entirely 
on one side.” i 


WE rejoice over the Chicago report of the 
new trial for the condemned Anarchists. 
Every fair-minded man will welcome the 
news. 'The judicial utterances and legal 
rulings of Judge Gary at the trial of last year 
were a disgrace to the American bench, and 
entitle him toa place alongside of Scroggs 
and Jeffries. The conviction of the accused 
was an outrage against evidence, law, de- 
cency, fair play, reason, justice, freedom, 
human nature, and the Constitution.—JoAn 
Swinton’s Paper. 


"Tug other day," says a Boston corre 
spondent of the Minneapolis Tribune, ‘a 
countryman from Cape Cod sought out the 
office of Zion’s Herald, which is near the top 
of a large building in Bromfield street, one of 
the upper small rooms, whose location is not 
readily learned from the street signs. He 
was looking for ‘Mr. Zion.’ He had been a 
reader of the paper for years without parting 
from the fallacy that Zion was the name of 
the editor. On this occasion he wanted to 
argue a denominational point that the latest 


issue of the paper had declared. Some jokers 
encouraged him in his delusion, and warned 
him that Zion might deny his identity, as he 
didn’t like to be disturbed at his work. Mr. 
Pierce, the reverend editor, did deny that he 
was Mr. Zion when the countryman at last 
found him, and when the latter persisted and 
refused to be denied, the gentle editor opened 
the sanctum door and assisted the caller out 
with almost the traditional force that was 
common in old-time journalism.” 


Won’r somebody organize a Society for the 
Protection of Society from Societies? This 
would seem to be about the last hope of the 
republic. So true is it that ‘‘in union there 
is strength,” that there seems to be no strength 
outside of unions. The only free men on 
record are Robinson Crusoe and his man 
Friday, and they were free only because there 
were but two of them. Had there been 
three, the majority would hav formed them- 
selvs into a society and bullied the other fel- 
low. There are in this country, perhaps, a 
few million people left who are not yet 
“ organized," and who believe that individual 
liberty is still worth something. How would 
it do for them to form an anti-society society ? 
Just now a man cannot exhibit an antique 
statue without dressing it in sheet-iron cloth- 
ing, & poor man cannot send his child to de- 
liver newspapers, nor can & pedestrian kick a 
vicious dog without being made miserable by 
some society with a long name. One party 
wants to confiscate your property, and 
another would compel you to drink water. 
The poor man is unable to sell his labor or 
the capitalist to buy it without the interfer- 
ence of some organization. Isn't this abou 
played out ?— Z4fe. i 
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Gommunications. 


Mrs. Colman’s Reminiscences. 


I was on one of the government gunboats on my 
way to Richmond, and saw them putting this man, 
through whom so many—oh, so many !—men had 
lost their lives by starvation, into Fortress Monroe 
& prisoner. I little thought at that time that 
the government would feel it ineumbent to treat this 
traitor with such extreme tenderness that the guard 

: would be ordered to change their army shoes for 
slippers because the noise of the walking of these 
keepers disturbed the repose of the distinguished 
prisoner. 

After the excitement caused by the death and 
funeral of President Lincoln, the trial of thé assassins 
and the hanging of the condemned, the people 
breathed quietly, and then came the word that the 
teachers of the schools of the freed people would, if 
they desired, be given passes to Richmond, and a 
return ticket, by paying the fare one way. This 
favor was to hold good for a limited number of days. 
I thought I would like to see Richmond, but my 
salary did not admit of much superfluous traveling. 
I think the fare was at that time seven dollars. I'm 
not sure but there was another reason in the way. 
We were to go to Secretary Dana for passes, and 
though I had never met him, I felt sure that be was 
prejudiced against me for the part I had taken in 
getting the teacher of the orphan asylum removed. 
Unlike Secretary Stanton, Dana was from the East, 
and Massachusetts people were in favor of the 
teacher because of her name. I never like to ask 
favors of prejudice, and so, as one after another of 
the lady teachers came to me urging me to go, I said. 
“ No, I will.not ask the secretary for a pass.” “Then,” 
Said they, “ you cannot go, and we shall not hav half 
as good a time as if you were with us.” But they 
could not induce me. I said, ' Go, and depend upon 
yourselvs." 

The day after the departure of these ladies (teach- 

ers) Mrs. Parker, the nurse with the ragged shoes, 
called for some favor. Isaid: “Don’t you wish to 
go to Richmond? Can't you get a pass for two? If 
you can, I will pay your expenses in the city." She 
paid: “ Yes, Ido; but I hav some soldiers whom I 
am at work for now so I cannot possibly leave, but I 
hav a pass for two, just given me by the surgeon- 
‘general; I will giv you this, but Miss must 
go with you, as I hav promised her” “No,” said I, 
“I would not go with her." Mrs. Parker went out. 
&nd in an hour or two returned with 8 pass and 
transportation to and from Richmond for Mrs. Col- 

“man. I accordingly went, surprising the ladies very 

' much, as I would not tell them where I obtained the 
pass, but assured them that Mr. Dana did not giv it. 
I arrived in Richmond about seven o'clock in the 
evening of the day following my departure from 
Washington. The boat-ride was very pleasant; we 
were out of sight of land some hours. I hava 

-stomach that never rebels against the motion of the 
boat—or did not when I was young. I do not wish 
to try the water now—alas! that we must grow old 
or die—and at my age it is, according. to scripture, 
that “the grasshopper becomes a burden," much 
more the sea. I found a colored boy who showed 
me the way to the ** Teacher's Home,” I expecting to 
find my friends there, but the matron said they came 
but she refused to take them ; she had ail she could 
accommodate. I said: “This home is given by the 
government, with rations for the time being; by 
What authority do you take possession of this im 
mense house, take in whom you please, and reject 
others at this time in the evening, a stranger and 
plone? You say you hav no bed; you hav a floor 
unoccupied, and an easy chair which I hav possession 
of and shall remain in till morning; in dayhght 
I will report myself to the commandant and find 
what it means.” I had “struck the nail on the 

- head ;" the madam immediately changed her style, 
poper me a very comfortable supper, gave me a 
ed by myself in à room by myself, with comfortable 
things for the toilet. This woman, with the teachers, 


one a reverend, was from one Christian society, aud: 


I was from a different one, and so, as they came first 
into possession, they determined to hold it. It was 
nice to hav accommodations for any friends who 
should visit the place; there was but one hotel open 
at that time, the Ballard House, and its charges were 
very high. In the morning I found the hotel. Most 
of my friends were preparing to return to Washing 
ton, as the length of their purses was not sufficient 
to pay five or even three dollars a day. ‘‘ How did 
you get here, and where did you stay?” “I came by 
the boat and stayed at the Home, where I expected 
to find you all,” said I. “ Well, but they would not 
allow us to stay.” I answered: “They allowed me 
to stay ; why not know yourrights and then maintain 
them? We will look about, aud we shall probably 
find a home with some nice colored family; if not, we 
will stay at the Home.” 

We soon found a colored woman who before the 
war had kept a large boarding-house ; she took us, 
though she was in comparativiy small quarters. She 


was, however, exquisitly clean, and she gave us excel- 
lent food. I wish I could.repeat for my readers the 


| very graphic account of the taking of Richmond 


which this black woman gave us. She said: “We 
almost despaired, as we -heard of one city after 
another being taken by the Union soldiers, and we 
feared that in some way—we could not tell how—we 


had offended God, and so he was going to pass | 


Richmond by and leave us in our slavery. We hum- 
bled ourselvs in the very dirt,.and, with our faces on 
the ground, we begged God to forgiv the unknown 
sin, and send us the Yankee soldiers to free us. 
And on the Monday morning after Jefferson- Davis 
thought it beat to leave Richmond,” she said, “ while 
going to-my kitchen to prepare my breakfast, I 
saw coming over the hills a number of soldiers, bear- 
ing aloft the flag with the stars and stripes. Oh, 
how my heart leaped for joy! Iran into the street, 
and, with all our people in this part of the town, fell 
upon my knees and shouted Glory! And then when 
President Lincoln came, some days after, I was 
standing in my door to look at him; he passed so 
near me that I could hav put my hand upon him. 


He turned and looked, and certainly bowed to me. 


Thank the Lord, I saw our deliverer !” 

This woman was & free woman,-and owned her 
house; had earned it by keeping boarders. “She had 
buried her husband and only child the last year 


of the war, and she grieved greatly that not a piece 


of black goods could be found in all that city that 
she could robe herself in as à mourner. Like many 
another bereaved of husband and child, she felt that 
sable garments would giv her comfort. 
own comforter, I know right well; nothing else 
soothes us; finally it wears itself out. I was clad in 
crape myself at that time, and when I found how 
much this poor woman wanted such, I gave her my 
bonnet and cape, and tock from her a gingham log 
cabin sun-bonnet, which seemed rather out of place 
on my head, as you will see, on my way back to 
Washington. 

A woman once a slave, whose history is so mar- 
velous that it deserves a placé among the reputed 
special providences, was one of the company of 
teachers, as was also. her daughter, who was so free 
from taint of color that she was educated in a New 
England academy in the old slave days without her 
parentage being discovered by professor or pupil. 

This woman had given her pass to a lady friend 
from Philadelphia who desired greatly to visit 
Richmond, and so must return, as she came, by 
Baltimore. That city not being under military rule 
at that time, she required. no pass.: I. tried to per- 
suade a teacher who. was going to remain in Rich- 
mond some two or three weeks to giv this woman 
her pass, assuring her that I could and would pro- 
cure one and send to her, but it was of no avail. 
When I reached the wharf, ready to take passage on 
the boat for Washington, this person was there to 
say good-bye, wishing very much she could accom- 
pany us, rather than go alone to Baltimore. As I 
handed my pass for inspection, the officer said, 
* Which is Mrs. Colman?” “I am Mrs. Colman,” 
said I. ‘And which.is your nurse?” I knew ina 
moment how he had.read the pass, and, putting my 
hand on this woman's shoulder, I said, “This is the 
one" He looked at the handsome mulatto, nicely 
appareled, with rather an elegant bonnet and nicely 
fitting gloves, and then at me, with bare hands and a 
gingham sunbonnet on my head, smiled, but indorsed 
the pass by saying, “All right; go on board.” My 
nurse did not take, and only that her daughter saw 
that it was a scheme that I fully understood I might 
not hav been able to get her to go onto the boat. I 
handed her my basket, and with a good deal of au- 
thority said, “‘ Take it and go on board; what are you 
thinking about?" Bewildered, she turned to her 
daughter, who echoed my words, and went onto the 
boat. An officer of the boat, as she attempted to 
enter the cabin, stopped her, saying, * No niggers 
allowed in the cabin.” I said, “When was the order 
given that a lady may not take her servants into the 
cabin?" “I beg pardon,” said the man; “I did not 
notice that you had a servant." 
a lady in every sense, even in her dress, had a free 
passage to Washington in the cabin of a steamboat, 
and to this day she doesn't know how it came about, 
Sbe knows that when the mspector looked at my pass 
he asked which was nurse; I put my hand upon her; 
and when ordered out of the cabin I claimed her 
right there as my servant. I told no one how it was 
done at the time, as in more cases than one I hav 
found it not best to “let the right hand know what 
the left doeth," but as more than twenty years hav 
gone by since this occurred, I will copy for my read- 
ers the pass: 

Pass Mrs. Colman vol. nurse to Richmond and return with 
transportation. BSURGEON-GENERAL. 

Washington, 18—. 

The writing was in the professional style and 
troublesome to read, and the inspector read the ab- 
breviation ' vol" and, and having inquired, and seen 
both Mrs. Colman and the nurse, he was sure he had 
deciphered the writing correctly—but smaller mistakes 
than that hav sometimes caused great trouble. 
There were two or three other military stations, but 


Grief is its. 


So my good friend, | 


the inspectors read the document the samé way; one 
looked sharp, and asked me what the blind word-was, : 
but I did not enlighten him, only said that the other 
officers had called it and." Lucy N. Corman. 


nn rs 
A Colloquy. 

Orthodow.—My friend, I fear you are on the 
wrong road, and that your eternal interests are in 
jeopardy. : ; 

Skeptic.—Perhaps so, and I would be greatly 
obliged if you would tell me how I can mend my 
ways and avoid the dangers to which you refer. I try 
to lead an upright Jife. I do as I would be done by. 
I do not steal. nor bear false witness, nor judge in 
uncharity. I giv to the poor as liberally as my means 
will allow, and I hold the truth above price, and to 
it, if need be, would sacrifice every personal ben- 
efi. . i i 

O.—I-concede`all this, and, further, that in moral 
worth you surpass many real Christians, saying noth- 
ing of merely professing ones: But you still lack 
the one thing needful, religion. Without that you 
can never enter the kingdom of God, nor behold the 
glory of his presence. 

S.—lf so, please tell me which of the multitudi- 
nous religions I should embrace. 

O.—The Christian, of course. It is beyond ques- 
tion the most pure, the most’ holy, the one and only 
true faith. 

_S—If what you say be true, it seems strange that 
the good being for so many ages left his poor chil- 
dren, whom he loves more tenderly than an earthly 
parent loves his own offspring, in ignorance regard- 
ing their spiritual necessities, and almost as surpris- 
ing that the large majority of mankind, after the 
gospel has been preached :to them, should reject its 
claims and adheré to their ancestors’ beliefs. But, 
granting all you say, to which branch of the Chris- 
tian church should I connect myself ? ` : 

O.—With almost any except the Universalist or 
Unitarian—with any which holds to the essentials 
of belief, such as justification by faith, the divinity of 
Christ, the trinity, baptism, and the new birth. New 
forms and minor articles of faith are of comparativly 
small moment. The cardinal principles of belief, in 
regard to which the churches are in substantial 
accord, honestly professed and practically exemplified 
in the discharge of the daily duties of life, are all that 
is required to constitute the Christian. 

S.—Will you permit me to ask who has the divine 
authority for defining the “essentials” of belief? 
And, further, what differences of opinion in regard 
to the interpretation and exposition of articles of 
faith may be safely indulged? You, sir, are a Prot- 
estant. As such you believe in justification by faith 
alone... The Catholic church holds to the doctrin of 
justification -by faith and works. That church 
exceeds yours both in antiquity and number of adher- 
ents. How am I to decide between your respectiv 
claims? But suppose by “private interpretation ” I 
am guided to an opinion adverse to yours, what 
then? Orsupposing that I am a scholar and logician, 
and that after vast research and by weighing the 
strongest arguments, pro and con, I attain the abso-. 
lute truth of the question, how will those fare who 
are equally as honest in their search for truth as I, 
who hav neither the time, means, nor education to 
indulge in exhaustiv investigation? Must they not 
accept, as almost invariably they do, the doctrins of 
the church under whose influence they hav been 
raised or chance to come? And will he whom they 
strive so hard to serve acceptably eternally damu 
them because they are not able to discover the truth 
for want of light which his providence has denied 
them? Again, as to baptism, the Roman Catholic 
and the Episcopalian hold to the doctrin of baptismal 
regeneration, so also certain members of the Baptist 
church, while Presbyterians and Methodists regard 
baptism as simply an initiatory rite. Volumes hav 
been written on both sides of the question, and yet 
the divergence of the sects is as great ag ever. Who 
shall decide when preachers disagree? So likewise 
as to the mode of baptism. Catholics, Episcopali- 
ans, Presbyterians, and Methodists baptize by sprink- 
ling or pouring ; Baptists, by immersion, which thay 
deem the only true Christian and apostolic baptism, | 
Libraries groan under the weight of books of con- 
troversy on this question, and Greek aud Hebrew 
lexicons, the writings of the fathers and classical 
authors, hav been laid under tribute. but in vain. 
The question is still undetermined, and is, it would 
seem, undeterminable. So also of plenary inspira- 
tion, predestination, etc. Even regarding the object 
for which the precious blood of your Lord was shed 
there is a world-wide difference of opinion between 
Christian sects. Some say it was shed for the salvation 
of all men, others for the “elect” only. But why 
enlarge? Every article of faith on which the Chris- 
tian world agree is classed among the essentials, and 
those in regard to which they differ among non- 
essentials. The reason is obvious. No one sect 
alone could contend successfully against “ the powers 
of darkness,” 7. ¢., honest, searching criticism and 
unbiased historical investigation. Therefore the 
sects hav come to a kind of sub rosa understanding 
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by means of which they are enabled to suspend hos- I confess that if all skeptics were like you I should 


tilities among themselvs, and unite their forces 
against the common enemy. 

O.—Do you then hold that Christians do not know 
what doctrins they believe are essential to salvation, 
and do you charge those who are foremost in every 
good work with dissimulation and falsehood ? 

, &—I judge of what they believe by their own 
creeds as expounded by their best writers. But 
though we skeptics accept the statements of Chris- 
tian professors in regard to what doctrins they hold, 
the logical results which are said to flow from them 
we often question. For instance, we believe that 
Presbyterians hold.to infant baptism, for they say 
80; that Baptists deny that ordinance to infants, 
ete; that the former hold that sprinkling is an all- 
sufficient mode of baptism ; that the latter claim that 
baptism is not a mode but an act, and that that act 


can only be performed by immersion; but when 


either of them tells us that this variance is “ non- 
essential" we dissent. 
point baptism opens the door to the kingdom of 
heaven—the church—outside of which, according to 
some—the majority—no one can be admitted to the 
celestial paradise, while all hold that without its 
sacred precincts no one is as safe as within them. 
The same line of reasoning applies to infant baptism. 
The Catholic church holds that the infant that dies 
Without the benefit of this rite can never enter 
heaven. We charge no one with dishonesty for hold- 
ing & belief different from our own. Most Chris- 
tians, doubtless, think themselvs honest. 

O.—After all you hav said, whatever doubts you 
may entertain, will you not admit that the Christian 
has this advantage over the skeptic: If the skeptic 
is right in his belief, the Christian is just as well off 
as he, whereas, if the Christian doctrin prove true, 
the skeptic’s condition is sad indeed—hence that my 
faith is, at least, safer than yours? But you say 
Christians think they are honest. Can a man think 
he is honest without being so?” 

S—If belief depended on volition and error was 
not pernicious in its consequences, there might be 
some force in the argument predicated of the safety 
of the Christian faith. But belief is not a matter of 
choice, but of conviction, and false doctrins are pro- 
lific of injurious results. We may entertain errors 
which, at first, seem harmless, or even fruitful of 
good, but, sooner or later, their baleful effects will 
be manifest. False views which hav led to ecclesias- 
tical domination are no exception to this rule. Chris- 
tianity is an outgrowth from Judaism. Asa system 
it must stand or fall with it. By the teachings of 
synagogs and churches the upas-tree of intolerance 
has been nurtured and has shed its pestilential influ- 
ence over. Christendom. To prove their loyalty to God 
nations hav waged wars against nations, neighbor has 
been arrayed against neighbor, and brother against 
brother in deadly feuds. Cold, cruel ecclesiastical 
murders by tens of thousands hav been perpetrated 
to prepare the world for the reign of the Prince of 
Peace. The bread of the poor is even now snatched 
from their mouths to appease the hunger of an in- 
satiate priesthood, and their hard-earned farthings 
extorted from them by appeals to their superstitious 
fears for the building and endowment of huge 
cathedrals. In free America the people are taxed to 
pay for the erection and adornment of luxurious 

‘churches and parsonages by reason of millions and 
millions of dollars’ worth of church property being, by 
law, exempt from taxation. Thus dissenters are 
forced to contribute for the propagation of a faith 
which they esteem pernicious. So also Christians— 
the Protestants paying for the support of the 
Catholic hierarchy, and Catholics for building houses 
of worship for Protestants. Faith has antagonized 
science, and thereby impeded the general enlighten- 
ment ofthe people. It has cremated witches, butch- 
ered heretics, and even now inflames the ignoble 
passions of men to.such a‘ degree that the most 
worthy are often, to a great extent, debarred from 
social and business advantages because they cannot, 
in conscience, subscribe -to popular formulas of 
faith. 

But you ask: Can a man think he is honest with- 
out being so? Yes, and this is a very dangerous 
kind. of self deception. No one who adheres to a 
faith through motivs of fear is, in the highest sense 
of the word, honest. Your argument founded on the 
alleged safety of your belief is an appeal, not to my 
reason, but to my apprehension of possible danger. 
The thoroughly honest man forms his own opinions 
without regard to personal consequences, and will 
embrace the truth, as he apprehends it, whenever 
and wherever found. Belief is not the child of vo- 
lition, but of conviction.’ I cannot believe a thing 
simply because I would like to believe it, but because 
the evidences of its reality commend themselvs to 
my judgment. Even if your opinion be safer than 
mine, I cannot adopt it, much as I might desire to do 
so, unless by facts and arguments addressed to my 
understanding I am led to believe it sound. People 
who hav the courage of their convictions never take 
council of their fears. i 

O.—Though severe in your strictures, you are not 


From the Christian stand- 


entertain a higher opinion of that class. Good-bye. 
S.—And if all Christians were as much disposed 
as you to listen in kindness and patience to adverse 


‘criticism, I should place a higher estimate on their 


system. Good-bye. B. W.L. : 


———À——— 
“Romes Blow Descends!” 


The above head-line, in the biggest kind of big 
“caps,” appeared in the Catholic Sun—one of Dana’s. 
“two papers, both daily "—Sunday the 9th inst. 

“Great gosh !” I exclaimed, as though the editor 
were before me, “ you don't say so? Who’s crushed ? 
Anybody ?” 

Believing that the force and effect of the blow 
were discounted long, long years ago, I don’t believe 
anybody was crushed very severely. 

* Rome's blows” do. not crush as they did when 
people were more deeply steeped in superstition than 
to-day, though too deeply to-day ; and the Prince of 
Darkness, old Pecci of Rome, delivers blows that are 
more or less vain ; in this instance, pretty much con- 
siderably more than less, I think. 

All the “ blows” that Rome has on hand at this 
date, and all she can deliver, I would rather hav 
descend on me than a single dlow from J. Lawrence 
Sullivan’s “right duke”—you bet! 

A fig—no, a straw—for old Pecci’s “blows,” and 
the “ blows” of all other highcockolorums of super- 
erstition. Frauds all, from pope to priest, including 
the Protestant quota, and they know it themselves, if 
their poor duped and deluded followers do not. 

_As the Sun bends the knee so servilly to Rome, 
to that reminiscence of days when superstition’s grip 
was tighter than to day, old Pecci and his entire 
gang of leeches—cardinals, archbishops (arch- devils), 
etc , etc.—I wonder it is not called the Catholic Sun 
and done with it. Sr Sroxuv. 


—9—$—9— 
For Elmina’s Defense. 


The treasurer of the National Defense Association 
acknowledges the receipt of the following sums for 
the Elmina Fund: Mrs. Frank Raymond, $1; Mrs. 
Avilla Flint, $1; Mrs. Eliza Crittenden, $1; E. 
Moyer, M D., $2; Herbert Merrick, $2; Hon. John 
C. Greene, $5; Miss Grace Carrington, 50 cents; 
Mrs. Eiiza Husted, 50 cents; Thomas Knight, $5; 
F. G. Welch, M.D., $81; D. Cummins, $5; C. B. 
Reynolds, $5; Fred. Smith, $1; Rev. G. W. Powell, 
$1; Mrs. Electa Curtis, $5; Mrs. Hattie Allen, $1; 
Mrs. A. M. Purdy, $1; J. J. Johnson, $1; A. P. 
Johnson, $1; Rees John, $1; John McCrory, $1. 
Other contributions are in the hands of Dr. E. B. 
Foote, Jr., J. P. Mendum, and Elmina herself. It 
may not be improper to add that the management of 
the National Defense Association is gratefully appre- 
ciativ of the fact that no call has ever been made by 
it without being heartily and generously responded 
to. It should be suggested, however, that the 
earnest work of a devoted Liberal may sometimes be 
quite a helpful as a money contribution, if not more 
so. If everyone would do as Mr. E. W. Miner, of 
Axtel, Kansas, did, who says in his letter to Tue 
Truru SEEKER (issue of July 9th): “I received three 
circulars from the Defense Association, and posted 
one, with clipping from Dr. Foote's Mealth Monthly, 
in our post-office, with the notice that I would re- 
ceive and forward contributions, signing my name, 
and posted the others in stores,” the difficulties 
which the Defense Association has to struggle against 
would be very speedily overcome. 

E». W. CnaunBERLA:N, Treas. N. D. A. 
ot -— — —————— 
News and Notes. 


Sunday evening, June 26th, I lecture at New Era, 
in the camp of our Spiritualist friends, who keep 
things pretty lively in this part of the country. I 
spoke in behalf of * Universa] Mental Liberty," 
which in this life or the life to come is the glory of 
existence. Fhe Secular philosophy includes all 
worlds, for, no matter how many there are, we can 
only take one at a time. The continuance of life 
does not destroy the value of supreme emphasis on 
what you hav now got. Enjoy the moments as they 
fly, is just as good philosophy for an angel as for a 
man. 

I had a pleasant time among our ethereal allies 
who see worlds on worlds and yet behold the beauty 
of earth. I had a message from D. M. Bennett, who 
declared that my lecture tour would be a grand suc- 
cess, and that some time I would be an exponent of 
Spiritual philosophy. I hav a heart for any fate, and, 
whatever change I may undergo, liberty, science, and 
humanity will be the noblest joy. 

Sunday evening I lectured at Salem to a small 
audience. The capital city of Oregon is indeed 
a sluggish town, overburdened with churches and 
quite under the puritanie rule. But we hav stanch 
friends here, and I hope for progress. Messrs. 
Forstner, Tiffany, Hawkins, Willis, and others will 
giv some light amid the funereal pall, and promis of 
brighter days. The Rev. Mr. Skiggs, once the Camp- 
bellite minister of this place, now a Unitarian, is on 
the broad road to Liberalism. He presided at the 


` abusiv, and, though not convinced by your arguments, | ecture. Some friends were present from quite a 


distance—John Phillips, of Spring Valley; Asa 
Strange, of Eola, etc. 

Monday I returned to Silverton in order to hear 
the Rev. Mr. Driver, whom the Methodists pitted 
against me for debate, but he refused to enter the 
field. He preferred to take it all alone in his pulpit; 
and I do not wonder at this, for a more loose theolo- - 
gian I hav seldom heard, although he knows how to 
talk in a glib and sounding fashion. One of his wild 
statements was this, that there had been no particle . 
of knowledge of the unseen world given since the 
resurrection of Jesus. This, of course, rules out the 
whole of the New Testament, not a word of which 
was written until fifty years after the death of Jesus, 
and since it conveys no information, of course it i8 
useless as a revelation. He also said we had no 
knowledge of moral truth outside of the Bible. At 
the same time he declared that we could not prove 
the divinity of the Bible by itself, but by the seal put 
upon it, like & will in court. How can we prove the 
divinity of the seal unless we know good and evil? 
And yet we don't know good and evil outside of the 
teachings of the Bible. ‘ We must prove the truth `. 
of the Bible,” says Driver, * before we read it;” and 
yet the capacity to prove the truth comes only from 
the reading of the Bible. What a driver that is! I 
shall certainly drive him when I come back to Silver- 
ton July 15th, and giv a lecture on * The Bible." 

I spent Monday evening with Robert Scott, a 
stanch Infidel with the blood and poetry of Burns in 
his enthusiastic nature. He has two thousand acres 
of land, a saw-mill, grist-mill, cheese factory, ete. 
Round about his ranch there is quite a little village. 
He is not afraid to speak his mind, and the Christians 
are obliged to respect his rights. 

We arrived at 1 o'clock at night. In the early 
morning we arose and took our way in the sparkling 
dawn through the big woods to the Soda Springs, 
where we had a drink of the refreshing beverage. 
This is a delightful resort, but the roads by which it 
is attained are so difficult that but few penetrate to 
the sylvan abode. 

From Soda Springs we go on to Malalla, to 
Wright's Bridge, which we reach in the afternoon. 
We find flags flying, the band playing, and the beauti- 
ful grove fullof people. Fully four hundred were pres- 
ent. Here we hav a splendid time for three days. In 
the afternoon I lecture, and in the evening the young 
folks dance.. They come from every direction, twenty 
and thirty miles off. Wilbur and Saunders are pres- 
ent from Eagle Creek, and they capture me for a 
lecture there August 10th and 11th. Mr. Wilbur 
owns a hall, and we expect to hav a grand time. 
Robert Devine came from his beautiful prairie para- 
dise snugly packed away in the bosom of the hills~= 
a quiet spot where he has what he calls his “ den,” 
in which, after a life of adventure and turmoil, he 
rejoices amid a pile of Freethought books and papers. 
Among others is Q. J. Trollinger, the “boss whittler” 
of Oregon. He can whittle anything out of a stick 
articles of most beautiful and delicate fashion. I 
thought he was a Yankee sure, from the Nutmeg 
State, but he was born in Indiana, and has never 
been east of that state. He is one of the pioneers of 
this country, and has staked off twenty-seven hun- 
dred acres of land. He has a saw-mill, grist-mill, 
etc. He gets up at 4 o'clock every morning, and 
keeps things on the go. With him in the Infidel 
ranks are Reuben Wright, Silas Wright, D. R. Wells, 
James Dickey, L. Mayer, Philip Graves, A. B. Klise, 
Dr. Goucher, T. C. Mack, A. J. Baty, George Knight, 
Ira Moody, John Carbouric, J. Zeek, Mrs. May, of 
Canby, G. W. Smith, Rolla Herring, A. J. Casson, 
B. F. Linn, and a hundred others. Some Christians, 
however, were present. The Rev. John Darnell, a 
“ hard-shell” Baptist minister, seventy-three years of 
age, was on the platform at all the lectures, and he 
stood the bombarding like a man and never flinched. 
I admire his pluck. He was born to be an Infidel, 
but circumstances made him a Baptist minister. I 
think he would preach a pretty sensible sermon. 

On the second day we organized, and over one 
hundred names were enrolled under the banners of 
Freethought, and so Molalla vies with Silverton as 
to which shall be the brightest star that blazes on 
the forehead of the dawn. They will also build a 
hall, and so when I come ‘again two Freethought 
temples will greet the sunlight and the starlight. 
This is splendid encouragement for our pioneer work. 

Friday we come to New Era, and take dinner with 
our noble Liberal friends, Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Jesse, 
who read Tur Trours Seexer with all their heart and 
mind, and whose cordial welcome made a delightful 
hour upon our pilgrim way. Friday evening we. 
lecture again at Salem to a small house, but the 
courage of such warm-hearted friends as Forstner 
and Tiffany and a few others makes even this 
church-ridden city a hopeful battle-field. 

They are bound to keep me at work in Oregon, 
and almost every night is occupied. I shall be at 
Portland to-morrow ; McMinnville and McCay next 
week ; Corvallis, July 10th; Stayton, July 12th, 13th, 
14th ; Silverton, July 15th; Forest Grove, July 17th; 
Scappoose, July 19th, 20th, 21st; Seattle, Or., July 
24th; Port Angeles, I expect, July 31st; and be- 
tween these dates Newcastle, Black Diamond, and 
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Franklin; Port Townsend, Aug. 7th, 8th, 9th; Eagle 
Creek, Or, Aug. 10th, 11th; Colfax, W. T., Aug. 
14th; and then Spokane Falls, Pendleton, Union 
City, Baker City, etc. 

. The probabilities now are that the grand national 
Congress will be held at Chicago next November. 
. Xf so, we hope that every Liberal in the country will 
make an effort to be there. The present campaign is 
so encouraging and the interest so great that, witb- 
out doubt, our coming Congress will be the most 
important and successful of any, and will giv a vast 
impulse to our work. 

Salem, Or., July 2, 1887. 


Portland promises to be the chief city of Oregon. 
She has grown rapidly in the last few years, and now 
numbers about thirty-five thousand inhabitants. The 
resources of Oregon are not yet developed. Her 
wheat and fruit are unsurpassed, and the name 
“Oregon” is beginning to be a passport to favor in 
the markets of the world. The building of railroads 
will open an immense country to settlement, contain- 
ing some of the richest farming lands on the conti- 
nent. Our friends, A. F. Neunert, C. H. Saunders, 
and A. B. Niles, met us at the station, and it did not 
take long to feel quite at home in this lively camp, 
where the bustle of preparation was going on for the 
Fourth of July. I had met Niles at New Era, and 
so I was not long a stranger in the crowd. It takes 
only a few minutes to make old acquaintance in this 
Western land. C. H. Saunders is one of the veterans 
of our cause—three quarters of a century old, and 
enthusiastic still. He has a cow that givs six gallons 
of milk a day, and makes fifty dollars’ worth of butter 
a month. It is enough to make one feel young to 
own such an animal as that. I must enroll that cow 
in the Liberal ranks. I don't believe there is a par- 
ticle of orthodoxy in her veins. She livs for the sake 
of humanity. 

A. F. Neunert is one of our strenuous German 
allies—always at the front. He has made and lost 
half a dozen fortunes in this country, but no amount 
of adversity can keep him at the bottom. He is 
bound to rise. He is earnest for Freethought, and 
work is made easy, with so splendid & comrade to 
smooth the difficulties and provide the sinews of 
war, in spite of indifference and cowardice, which are 
too much in the way of progress. 

In the golden evening our friend Neunert taker 
me in his earriage over the big hill near the 
city, from whence an immense panorama is seen—the 
winding river, Mt. Hood, Mt. St. Helens, etc.—a 
magnificent picture, and about two miles beyond we 
come to “a green and mild declivity,” where, in a 
country mansion, resides our genial enthusiast and 
bright dreamer, Cornelius Beal, who, amid trees and 
flowers and fruit, is recuperating age with nature's 
beautiful life. It was a pleasure to meet with this 
broad-minded philosopher, this poetic worker, who 

“never gets discouraged, but looks at the bright side, 

and keeps on with a generous faith in man’s bound- 
less good. A gentle reformer is Friend Beal, yet 
strong in purpose and undeviating in devotion to 
ideas. He sees good in everything, and hope amid 
all the shadows of man’s devious way. 

Our meetings at Portland were well attended Sun- 
day afternoon and evening, and the outlook is en- 
couraging for advancement in the future. Friends 
came from a distance—Martin Miller, S. C. Scharn- 
horst, and others, who for years hav been in the picket 
line of freedom, and, almost alone, hav upheld the prin- 
ciples of radical progress. Col. G. E. Caukin, Mrs. 
Haight, of East Portland ; Ed. Aliskey, Henry Rose- 
felt, H. C. Schaeht, Dr. Nichols, J. Krats, Mark Levi, 
J. Harold, G. H. Ward, I. H. Fisk, C. W. Herralt, 
H. Simm, I. S. Ordway, Dr. Hart, Fred. Witti, 
Adolph Rebe, Henry Stanforth, Dr. Lewis, Mr. 
Wheeler, Mr. Hall, Mr. Cole, Lincoln and Krouse; 
Messrs. Durant, Benheimer, Church, E. Closset, 
Mason, Battin, Smith, D. W. Horlbing, R. Lax, Mc- 
Clay, and many others are interested in the Free- 
thought work, and this commercial center of the 
Northwest wil, no doubt, hav a flourishing Secular 
Union. : 

Monday was a warm, dusty day of music, parade, 
boom of cannon, ete. Thousands of people were in 

‘Portland from the surrounding country. There was 
quite a display of fireworks on the river in the even- 
ing, and at half-past eleven the top of Mt. Hood, 
seventy miles off, shone with an enormous ball of 
red fire, the grandest and loftiest illumination on 
the continent in honor of the national holiday. 

Tuesday, July 5th, I come to McMinnville, a pleas- 
ant and thriving town of fifteen hundred inhabitants 
about fifty miles from Portland. This is asomewhat 
orthodox place. The Baptists are in the lead, and 
hav a college established for the making of ministers. 
But they only graduated one minister last year, and 
so the supply is not very great. I enjoyed the 
hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. W. T. Booth, who were 
once good church-members, but are now earnest in 
the Liberal cause. 

T met also D. A. K. Olds, seventy-five years of age, 

. who came to this country decades ago, and who has 
had a hard fight with fortune, and from infancy, 
almost, has been a Freethinker. He has won the 


respect of the community by his straightforward 
manliness. He has been a noble soldier of liberty. 
B. F. Fuller; J. E. Brooks; J. H. Olds, of Lafayette; 
E. N. Ford; J. R. Booth; Littleton Younger; Rob- 
ert Laughlin and Lee Laughlin, of North Yam Hill; 
W. J. Garrison; E. T. Wallace, of Amity; L. A. 
Wilson; Jonathan Bogue; W. T. Kutch; J: W. 
Cook; S. Richardson ; F. M. Boyer, and others are 
also ardent friends of progress, and my campaign 
here was one of the best along the route. The 
Opera House was well filled the first evening, and 
the numbers increased with every lecture. On the 
last evening a Secular Union was organized, with a 
membership of nearly fifty. McMinnville is in the 
midst of a beautiful farming country. It has a bright 
future, and I believe that a Freethought hall will 
some time be one of its chief attractions. _ 

From McMinnville I go, Friday, June 8th, to 
McCoy, through a country that shines with harvest 
glory, and where men are busily at work. I am 
greeted by Joseph K. Sears, one of the most inde- 
pendent of Liberals, and who has no particle of fear 
in his composition, no matter what the odds against 
him. He is thoroughly in favor of reform and hon. 
esty, and is one of the most respected citizens in the 
community. I found a pleasant sojourn with him 
and his family—a good rest—and in the evening at 
Perrydale, two miles off, in the school-building, gave 
a lecture to acrowded house. They are constructing 
three or four new church edifices about McCoy, but 
evidently Freethought has many supporters. <A. H. 
Denny, Kenneth Campbell, W. W. Stockton, N. H. 
Greg, John Nutter, Matt Caldwell, Joseph Black, 
J. J. Hill, etc., are all outspoken Liberals, and so I 
tbink we shall be able to hold the fort in spite of the 
orthodox thunders. 

I hav thus been kept busy every night, and wher- 
ever I go there is enthusiasm and interest. To- 
morrow, July 10th, I am at Corvallis; July 12th, 
13th, 14th, at Stayton; July 15th, at Silverton; July 
16th, 17th, at Forest Grove; July 18th, 19th, at 
Eagle Creek; July 20th, at East Portland; July 
21st, at Portland; July 22d, at Astoria; July 23d, 
24th, at Seattle, W. T.; July 25th, 26th, at Newcastle; 
July 27th, 28th, at Black Diamond and Franklin; 
July 29th, 30th, 31st, and August 1st at Snohomish; 
August 2d to 9th at Port Angeles and Port Towns- 
end; August 11th at Portland; August 13th, 14th, 
15th, at Colfax, W, T.; and afterward at Spokane 
Falls, Walla Walla, Pendleton, Union City, Baker 
City, Prairie City, ete., but the dates are not yet 
fixed. SamvEL P. PurNAM. 

MeCoy, Or., July 9, 1887. 

eor 
The Bibie of Nature; or, The Principles of 
Secularism. l 
A CONTRIBUTION TO THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE. ' 
BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 
Author of “ Physical Education," “The Secret of the East,” etc. 


I.—Pzvsrcarn Maxims. 
CHAPTER I.—HEALTH. 
A.—Lessons of Instinct. 

Nature has guarded the health of her creatures by 
a marvelous system of protective intuitions. 
sensitive membrane of the eye resents the intrusion of 
every foreign substance. An intuitive sense of dis- 
comfort announces every injurious extreme of tem- 
perature. To the unperverted taste of animals in a 
state of nature wholesome food is pleasant, injurious 
substances repulsive or insipid. Captain Kane found 
that only the rage of famine will tempt the foxes of 
the Arctic coastlands to touch spoiled meat. In 
times of scarcity the baboons of the Abyssinian 
mountains greedily hunt for edible roots, which an 
unerring faculty enables them to distinguish from the 
poisonous varieties. The naturalist Tschudi mentions 
a troop of half-tamed chamois forcing their way 
through a shingle roof, rather than pass a night in 
the stifling atmosphere of a goat stable. 

Man in his primitive state had his full share of 
those protective instincts, which still manifest them- 
selves in-children and Nature-guided savages. It is 
a mistake to suppose that the lowest of those savages 
are naturally fond of ardent spirits. The travelers 
Park, Gerstaecker, Vambery, Kohl, De Tocqueville, 
and Brehm agree that the first step on the road to 
ruin is always taken in deference to the example of 
the admired superior race, if not in compliance with 
direct persuasion. The negroes of the Senegal high 
lands shuddered at the first taste of alcohol, but from 
a wish to conciliate the good will of their visitors 
hesitated to decline their invitations, which subse- 
quently, indeed, became rather superfluous. The 
children of the wilderness unhesitatingly prefer the 
hardships of a winter camp to the atmospheric poi- 
sons of our tenement houses. 
the Circassian war chief, whose iron constitution had 
endured the vicissitudes of thirty-four campaigns, 
pathetically protested against the pest air of his 
Russian prison cell, and warned his jailers that, unless 
his dormitory was changed, Heaven would hold them 
responsible for the guilt of his suicide. I have known 
country boys to step out into a shower of rain and 
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sleet to escape from the contaminated atmosphere of 
a city workshop, and after a week’s work in a spin- 
ning mill return to the penury of their mountain 
homes, rather than purchase dainties at the expense 
of their lungs. 

The word frugality, in its original sense, referred 
literally to a diet of tree fruits, in distinction to car- 
nivorous fare, and nine out of ten children still de- 
cidedly prefer ripe fruit and farinaceous dishes to the 
richest meats. "They as certainly prefer easy, home- 
made clothes to the constraint of fashionable frip- 
peries. The main tenets of our dress-reformers are 
anticipated in the sensible garments of many bhalf- 
civilized nations. Boys, within reach of a free bath- 
ing river, can dispense with the advice of the hydro- 
pathic school. They delight in exercise; they laugh 


at the imaginary danger of fresh-air draughts, and the 


perils of barefoot rambles in wet and dry. They 
would cast their vote in favor of the outdoor pursuit 
of hundreds of occupations which custom, rather 
than necessity, now associates with the disadvantages 
of indoor confinement. The hygienic influence of 
arboreal vegetation has been recognized by the ablest 
pathologists of modern times; avenues of shade trees 
have been found to redeem the sanitary condition of 
many a grimy city, and the eminent hygienist, 
Schrodt, holds that, as a remedial institution, a shady 
park is worth a dozen drug stores. But all these 
lessons only confirm an often manifested, and too 
often suppressed, instinct of our young children: 
their passionate love of woodland sports, their love 
of tree shade, of greenwood camps, of forest life in 
all its forms. Those who hold that “nature” is but 
8 synonym of “habit” should witness the rapture of 
city children at first sight of forest glades and shady 
meadow brooks, and compare it with the city-dread 
of the Swiss peasant lad or the American backwoods 
boy, sickened by the fumes and the uproar of a large 
manufacturing town. A thousands years of vice and 
abnormal habits have not yet silenced the voice of the 
physical conscience that recalls our steps to the path 
of Nature, and will not permit us to transgress her 
laws unwarned. 
B.—REWARDS OF CONFORMITY. 

The reward of nature-abiding habitsis not confined 
to the negative advantage of escaping the discomforts 
of disease. In the pursuit of countless competitive 
avocations the Art of Survival is a chief secret of 
success, but in this age of sanitary abuses our lives 
are mostly half-told tales. Our season ends before 
the trees of hope have time to ripen their fruit; be- 
fore their day’s work is done our toilers are over- 
taken by the shadows of approaching night. Sani- 
tary reforms would undoubtedly lengthen our average 
term of life, and an increase of longevity alone would 
solve the most vexing riddles of existence: the ap- 
parent injustice of fate, the disproportion of merit 
and compensation, the aimlessness. the illusive prom- 
ises and baffled hopes of life. For millions of our 
fellow-men an increase of health and longevity would 
suffice to make life decidedly worth living. Health 
lessens the temptations to many vices. Perfect 
health blesses its possessor with a spontaneous cheer- 
fulness almost proof against the frowns of fortune 
and the cares of poverty. With a meal of barley 
cakes and milk, a straw couch, and scant clothing of 
homespun linen, a shepherd-boy in the highlands of 
the Austrian Alps may enjoy existence to a degree 
that exuberates in frolic and jubilant shouts, while all 
the resources of wealth cannot recall the sunshine 
which sickness has banished from the life of the 
dyspeptic glutton. If happiness could be computed 
by measure and weight, it would be found that her 
richest treasures are not stored in gilded walls, but 
in the homes of frugal thrift, of rustic vigor and 
nature-loving independence. The sweetness of health 
reflects itself in grace of form and deportment, and : 
wins friends where the elegance of studied, manners 
gains Only admirers. Health is also a primary con- 
dition of that clearness of mind the absence of 
which can be only partially compensated by the light 
of learning. Health is the basis of mental ‘as of 
bodily vigor ; country-bred boys have again and again 
carried off the prizes of academical honors from the 
pupils of refined cities, and the foremost reformers of 
all ages and countries have been men of the people; 
low-born, but not the less well born, sons of bardy 
rustics and mechanics, from Moses, Socrates, Epic- 
tetus, Jesus Ben Josef, and Mohammed, to Luther, 
Rousseau, Thomas Paine, and Abraham Lincoln. 

= C.— PERVERSION. 

Habitual sin against the health-laws of Nature was 
originally chiefly à consequence of untoward circum- 
stunces. Slaves, paupers, immigrants to the inhospi- 
table climes of the higher latitudes, were forced to 
adopt abnormal modes of life which, in the course of 
time, hardened into habits. Man, like all the varie- 
ties of his four-handed relatives, is a native of the 
tropics, and the diet of our earliest man-like ancestors 
was,in all probability, frugal: tree-fruits, berries, 
nuts, roots, and edible herbs and gums. But the 
first colonists of the winter lands were obliged to eke 
out an existence by eating the flesh of their fellow- 
creatures, and a carnivorous diet thus became the 
habitual and, in many countries, almost the exclusive 
diet of the nomadic inhabitants, 
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Alcohol is a product of fermentation, and the 
avarice of a cruel masier may have forced his slaves 
to quench their thirst with fermented must or hydro- 
mel till habit begot a baneful second nature, and the, 
at first reluctant, victims of intoxication learned to 
prefer spoiled to fresh grape. juice. Sedentary oc- 
cupations, however distasteful at first, are apt to en- 
gender a‘sluggish aversion to physical exercise, and 
even habitual confinement in a vitiated atmosphere 
may at last become a second nature, characterized 
by a morbid dread of fresh air. The slaves of the 
Roman landowners had to pass their nights in prison- 
like dungeons, and may have contracted the first 
germ of that mental disease known as the night-air 
superstition, the idea, namely, that after dark the 
vitiated atmosphere of a stifling dormitory is prefer- 
able to the balm of the cooling night wind. 

In modern times an unprecedented concurrence of 
circumstances has stimulated a feverish haste in the 
pursuit of wealth, and thus indirectly led to the 
neglect of personal hygiene, The abolition of the 
public festivals by which the potentates of the 
pagan empires compensated their subjects for the 
loss of political freedom, the heartless egotism of cur 
wealthy Pharisees, venal justice, and the dire 
bondage of city life all help to stimulate a headlong 
race toward the goal of the promised land of ease 
and independence—a goal reached only by a favored 
few compared with the multitudes who daily drop 
down wayworn and exhausted. 

But the deadliest blow to the cause of health was 
struck by the anti-natural fanaticism of the Middle 
Ages, the world-hating infatuation of the maniacs 
who depreciated every secular blessing as a curse in 
disguise, and despised their own bodies as they de- 
Spised nature, life, and earth. The disciples of the 
world-renouncing messiah actually welcomed disease 
as a Sign of divine favor, they gloried in decrepitude 
and deformity, and promoted the work of degenera- 
tion with a persevering zeal never exceeded by the 
enlightened benefactors of the human race. Fora 
period of fifteen hundred years the ecclesiastic his- 
tory of Europe is the history of a systematic war 
against the interests of the human body; the “ morti- 
fication of the flesh” was enjoined as a cardinal duty 
of & true believer; health-giving recreations were 
suppressed, while health-destroying vices were en- 
couraged by the example of the clergy; domestic 
hygiene was ‘utterly neglected, and the founders of 
some twenty-four different monastic orders vied in 
the invention of new penances and systematic out- 
rages upon the health of the poor convent slaves. 
` Their diet was confined to the coarsest and often 

most loathsome food; they were subjected to weekly 
bleedings, to profitless hardships and deprivations ; 
their sleep was broken night after night; fasting was 
carried to a length which often avenged itself in per- 
manent ‘insanity; and their only compensation for a 
daily repetition of health-destroying afflictions was the 
permission to indulge in spiritual vagaries and spir- 
ituous poisons: the same bigots who grudged their 
followers a night of unbroken rest or a mouthful of 
digestible food indulged them in quantities of alco- 
holic beverages that would have staggered the con- 
science of a modern beer-swiller. 

The bodily health of a community was held so 
utterly below the attention of a Christian magistrate 
that every large city became a hotbed of contagious 
diseases; small-pox and scrofula became pandemic 
disorders; the pestilence of the Black Death ravaged 
Europe from end to end—nay, instead of trying to 
remove the cause of the evil, the wretched victims 
were advised to seek relief in prayer and self. torture, 
and a philosopher uttering a word of protest against 
such illusions would have risked to have his tongue 
torn out by the roots and his body consigned to the 
flames of the stake. 

Mankind has never wholly recovered from that 
reign of insanity. Indifference to many of the plain- 
est health-laws of nature is still the reproach of our 
so-called civilization. Our moralists rant about the 
golden streets of the New Jerusalem, but find no 
time to expurgate the slums of their own cities; our 
missionary societies spend millions to acquaint the 
natives of distant islands with the ceremony of bap- 
tism, but refuse to contribute a penny to the estab- 
lishment of free public baths for the benefit of their 
poor neighbors, whose children are scourged or caged 
lıke wild beasts for trying to mitigate the martyrdom 
of the midsummer season by a bath in the waters of 
the next river. ‘Temperance, indeed, is preached in 
the name of the miracle-monger who turned water 
into alcohol; but millions of toilers who seek to 
drown their misery in the Lethe of intoxication are 
deprived of every healthier pastime; the magistrates 
of our wea'thy cities rage with penal ordinances 
against the abettors of public amusements on the day 
when nine-tenths of our laborers find their only leis- 
ure for recreation. Poor factory children who would 

- spend the holidays in the paradise of the green hills 
are lured into the baited trap of a Sabbath-school and 
bribed to memorize the stale twaddle of Hebrew 
ghost-stories or the records of fictitious genealogies ; 
but the offer to enlarge the educational sphere of our 
publie schools by the introduction of a health primer 
would be scornfully ejected as an attempt to divert 


the attention of the pupils from more important 
topics. 
D.— PENALTIES OF NEGLECT. 

But the laws of Nature cannot be outraged with 
impunity, and the aid of supernatural agencies has 
never yet protected our ghost-mongers from the 
consequences of their sins against the monitions of 
their physical conscience. The neglect of cleanliness 
avenges itself in diseases which no prayer can avert; 
during the most filthful and prayerful period of the 
‘Middle Ages, seven out of ten city-dwellers were 
subject to scrofula of that especially malignant form 
that attacks the glands and the arteries as well as the 
skin. Medical nostrums and clerical hocus-pocus of 
the ordinary sort were, indeed, so notoriously un- 
availing against that virulent affection that thousands 
of sufferers took long journeys to try the efficacy of 
a king's touch, as recorded by the unanimous testi- 
mony of contemporary writers, as well as in the still 
current term of a sovereign remedy. A long foot- 
journey, with its opportunities for physical exercise, 
outdoor camps, and changes of diet, often really 
effected the desired result; but, on their return 
to their reeking hovels, the convalescents experienced 
a speedy relapse, and had either to repeat the weari- 


some journey or resign themselves to the “ mysterious |' 


dispensation” of a Providence which obstinately 
refused to let miracles interfere with the normal 
operation of the physiological laws recorded in the 
protests of instinct. Stench, nausea, and sick-head- 
aches might, indeed, have enforced those protests 
upon the attention of the sufferers ; but the disciples 
of Antinaturalism had been taught to mistrust the 
promptings of their natural desires, and to accept 
discomforts as signs of divine favor, or, in extreme 
cases, to trust their abatement to the intercession of 
the saints, rather than to the profane interference of 
secular science. i ] , : 

The dungeon-life of the monastic maniacs, and the 
abject submission to the nuisance of atmospheric 
impurities, avenged themselves in the ravages of 
pulmonary consumption; the votaries of dungeon- 
smells were taught the value of fresh air by the 
tortures of an affliction from which only the removal 
of the cause could deliver a victim, and millions 
of orthodox citizens died scores of years before the 
attainment of a life term which a seemingly inscrut- 
able dispensation of Heaven grants to the unbeliev- 
ing savages of the wilderness. The cheapest of all 
remedies, frésh air, surrounded them in immeasurable 
abundance, craving admission and offering them the 
aid which Nature grants even to the lowliest of her 
creatures, but a son of a miracle-working church had 
no concern with such things, and was enjoined to 
rely on the efficacy of mystic ceremonies: “If any 
man is sick among you, let him call for the elders of 
the church, and let them pray over him, anointing 
him with oil in the name of the Lord.” “And the 
prayer of faith shall cure the sick, and the Lord shall 
raise him up. 

Thousands of the fatuous bigots who prayed for 
* meekness of spirit" continued to gorge themselves 
with the food of earnivorous &nimals, and thus in- 
flamed their passions with the sanguinary, remorse- 
less propensities of those brutes. Luigi Cornaro, 
the Italian reformer, assures us that it was no 
uncommon thing for a nobleman or prelate of his 
century to swallow fourteen pounds of strong meats 
at a single meal, and that, after invoking the bless- 
ing of Heaven upon such a repast, the devourer 
of meat-pies would rise with his paunch distended 
“like the hide of a drowned dog.” The “ Love of 
Enemies,” “ forgiveness and meekness,” were on their 
lips; but those fourteen pounds of meat-pie worked 
out their normal result; and among the carnivorous 
saints of that age we accordingly find men whose 
fiendish inhumanity would have appalled the rough- 
est legionary of pagan Rome. Cesar Borgia, the 
son of a highest ecclesiastic dignitary, a disciple of 
a priestly training-school, and himself a prince of the 
cburch, seems to have combined the steaithy cunning 
of a viper with the bloodthirst of a hyena. Four 
times he made and broke the most solemn treaties, 
in order to get an opportunity to invade the territory 
of an unprepared neighbor. His campaigns were 
conducted with a truculence denounced even by his 
own allies; with his own hand he poisoned fourteen 
of his boon companions, in order to possess himself 
of their property; twenty-three of his political and 
clerical rivals were removed by the dagger of hired 
assassins or executed upon the testimony of suborned 
perjurers. He tried to poison his brother-in law, 
Prince Alphonso of Aragon, in order to facilitate his 
design of seducing his-own sister; he made repeated, 
and at last partly successful, attempts to poison the 
brother of his mother and his own father, the pope. 

The heartless neglect of sanitary provisions for the 
comfort of the poor avenges itself in epidemics that 
visit the abodes of wealth as well as the hovels of 
misery. A stall-fed preacher of our southern seaport 
towns may circulate a petition for the suppression of 
Sunday excursions, in order to prevent the recreation- 
needing toilers of his community from leaving town 
on St. Collection Day; he may advocate the arrest of 
bathing schoolboys, in order to suppress an undue 
love of physical enjoyments, or to gratify a female 


tithe payer who seeks an opportunity of displaying 
her prudish virtue at the expense of the helpless; he 
may vote to suppress outdoor sports in the cool of 
thelate evening, when the inhabitants of the tene- 
ment streets are trying to enjoy an hour of extra 
Sabbatarian recreation—a privilege to be reserved 
for the saints who ean rest six days out of seven, and 
on the seventh harvest the fruits of other men's 
labor. But epidemies refuse to recognize such dis- 
tinetions, and the vomit of yellow fever will force the 
most reverend monopolist to disgorge the proceeds 
of the tithes coined from the misery of consumptive 
factory children. Nor can wealth purchase immunity 
from the natural consequences of habitual vice. The 
dyspeptic glutton is a Tantalus who starves in the 
midst of abundance. The worn-out tradesman, 
whose restless toil in the mines of mammon has led 
to asthma or consumption, would vainly offer to 
barter half his gold for half a year of health. Thou- 
sands of families who deny themselves every recrea- 
tion, who linger out the summer in the sweltering 
city, and toil and save “for the sake of our dear 
children," have received Nature's verdict on the wis- 
dom of their course in the premature death of those 
children. 
E.—-REDEMPTION, 

It has often been said that the physical regenera- 
tion of the human race could be achieved without the 
aid of a miracle, if its systematic pursuit were fol- 
lowed with half the zeal which our stock-breeders 
bestow upon the rearing of their cows and horses. 
A general observance of the most clearly recognized 
laws of health would, indeed, abundantly suffice for 
that purpose. There is, for instance, no doubt that 
the morbid tendency of our indoor modes of occupa- 
tion could be counteracted by gymnastics, and the 
trustees of our education fund should build a gym- 
nasium near every town school. As a condition of 
health, pure air is as essential as pure water and 
food, and no house-owner should be permitted to sow 
the seeds of deadly diseases by crowding his tenants 
into the back rooms of unaired and unairable slum- 
prisons. New cities should be projected on the plan 
of concentric rings of cottage suburbs (interspersed 
with parks and gardens), instead of successive strata 
of tenement flats. 

In every large townall friends of humanity should 
unite for the enforcement of Sunday freedom, and 
spare no pains to brand the Sabbath bigots as ene- 
mies of the human race. We should found Sunday 
gardens, where our toil-worn fellow-citizens could 
enjoy their holidays with outdoor sports and outdoor 
dances, free museums, temperance drinks, healthy 
refreshments, collections of botanical and zoological 
curiosities. Country excursions on the only leisure 
day of the laboring classes should be as free as air 
and sunshine, and every civilized community should 
have a Recreation League for the promotion of that 
purpose. 

In the second century of our chronological era the 
cities of the Roman empire vied in the establishment 
of free public baths. Antioch alone had fourteen of 
them; Alexandria not less than twelve, and Rome 
itself at least twenty, some of. them of such magnifi- 
cence and extent that their foundations have with- 
stood the ravages of sixteen centuries. Many of 
those establishments were entirely free, and even the 
Therme, or luxurious. Warm Baths, of Caracalla 
admitted visitors for a gate-fee which all but the 
poorest could afford. Our boasted civilization will 
have to follow such examples before it can begin to 
deserve its name; and even the free circus games 
(by no means confined to the combats of armed prize- 
fighters) were preferable to the fanatical suppression 
of all popular sports which made the age of Puritan- 
ism tbe dreariest period of that dismal era known as 
the Reign of the Cross. "nm 

The preservation of health is at least not less 
important than the preservation of Hebrew mythol- 
ogy; and communities who force their children to 
sacrifice a large portion of their time to the study of 
Asiatic miracie legends might well permit them to 
devote an occasional bour or two to the study of 
modern physiology. We should have health primers 
and teachers of hygiene, and the most primitive 
district school should find time for a few weekly 
lessons in the rudiments of sanitary science, such 
as the importance of ventilation, the best modes of 
exercise, the proper quality and quantity of our daily 
food, the significance of the stimulant habit, the use 
and abuse of dress, ete. ' 

Such text-books would prepare the way for health 
lectures, for health legislation and the reform of 
municipal hygiene. The untruth that “a man can 
not be defiled by things entering him from without” 
has been thoroughly exploded ‘by the lessons of 
science, and should no longer excuse the neglect of 
that frugality which in the times of the pagan repub- 
lies formed the best safeguard of national vigor. 
Milk, bread, and fruit, instead of greasy viands, 
alcohol, and narcotic drinks, would soon modify the 
mortality statistics of our large cities, and we should 
not hesitate to recognize the truth that the remark- 
able longevity of the Jews and Mohammedans has a . 
great deal to do with their dread of impure food. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
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Gommunications. 


Belief in Gods Means Submission to Priests. 


One desire dearest to the human heart is the exer- 
cise of. arbitrary power over the actions of othere. 
Possessing this advantage, unscrupulous men delight 
. to levy contributions upon the industry and resources 
of all under their sway, and make them subservient 
to their ease, their interests, and their selfish enjoy- 
ments. The priest, ambitious to rule, and yet realiz- 
' ing the difficulty of enforcing obedience on the 
strength of his own merits, artfully devised a system 
of superstition whereby he could work on the hopes 
and fears of the weak, and thus secure not only sub- 
mission, but respect, love, and a bountiful support. 
He pointed his dupes to an imaginary awful being 
enthroned in the skies, at whose name he taught 
them to bow and tremble, and whose minister and 
mouth-piece he caused them to believe himself to be. 
A blind, unhesitating belief in the reality of this 
dread phantom, and also in that of certain alleged 
revelations of his, was exacted under dire penalties, 
for, without such belief, the priest well knew he 
could exercise no influence, and enjoy none of the 
honors pertaining to the priestly vocation. 

The very fact that faith is demanded as an indis- 
pensable condition is positiv proof of fraud. Every 
religion is a game of confidence, and every priest a 
confidence man who proclaims what he pretends is 
the word of a God, and then arrogantly commands 
everybody, under the penalty of certain damnation, 
to accept and believe it as such. In order to exer- 
cise and increase the credulity of their dupes, these 
crafty priests invent and announce, under the name, 
“divine mysteries,” propositions of an incongruous 
character, the dogma of the trinity being a noted in- 
stance. One person in three, and three in one; one 
because it is three, and three because it is one. Can 
absurdity be carried to a greater length? Yet, we 
are solemnly assured, it is a godly mystery, incom- 
prehensible to the mere carnal mind. How these 
sly faith-men must chuckle in private over the 
bewilderment and submission, the perplexity and ad- 
miration, of their poor, awe-stricken believers ! 

Nowhere, outside of the flimsy assumptions of the- 
ology, is doubt discouraged or treated as a crime. A 
well-established truth loses nothing, and has nothing 
to fear, from doubt or the closest scrutiny. It is 
always imposture, and that alone, in the stolen drap- 
ery of truth, that dreads and deprecates investiga- 
tion. All the deductions of science and philosophy 
cheerfully invite examination, with a view to the 
discovery of latent errors and the ultimate perfection 
of knowledge. Men who disbelieve the circulation of 
the blood or the heliocentric system of the heavens 
are merely ignorant, certainly not criminal, meriting 
not our hatred but only our pity. In the domain of 
theology alone does a different procedure obtain, 
Here, it is made a solemn duty to abhor all disbelief, 
and to accept, cherish, and resolutely defend what- 
ever dogmas priestly authority may see fit to incul- 
cate. | : 

In early childhood, when incapable of exercising 
reason, our helplessness naturally compels us to rely 
upon authority for all our instruction. Whatever our 
parents and elders tell us at that tender, confiding 
age we accept without hesitation as absolute truth. 
With a little care and training, any falsehood, not too 
glaring, may then be imposed upon our ignorance 
and credulity; any absurdity be commended to our 
favor and made a sacred object of our blind, tena- 
cious faith. 

But as we grow older we gather experience, and, 
little by little, free ourselvs from this dependence 
upon others for our attainments in knowledge; free 
ourselvs from the necessity of implicit deference for 
high authority, and, in time, learn to observe, com- 
pare, criticise, and make a proper, independent use of 
our own reason. In afew years we come to realize 
that all we hav heard and read is not truth, but very 
much of it rank falsehood ; and this discovery tends 
to weaken our confidence in the authority which we 
before had held as infallible. The progress which 
an individual will make in emancipating himself from 
the errors incidental to his birth and surroundings 
will depend on the power of his mental faculties. If 
these are activ and strong, he will make short work of 
it, and pass with a rush from mists and fogs into the 
assuring light of truth, leaving his weaker brother 
to liv and die in the midst of a cloud of darkness, 
with never a suspicion of his benighted condition. 

Faith being an involuntary state of the mind, being 
forced upon us whether we will it or not, according 
to the testimony of our senses and the convictions of 
our judgment, we are no more accountable for what 
we believe than we are for hight, weight, or com- 
plexion. To reward us for our belief and punish us 
for our disbelief is not only irrational, but mon- 
strously unjust. 

Faith is little else than a stupid credulity that has 
stultified and enslaved all Christendom. Neverthe- 
less, the great, the indispensable business of your 
true Christian is to believe, to believe with his whole 
soul; to believe blindly, tenaciously, and in defiance 


of all doubts. He has a precious soul fto save, 
which, in default of faith—true, unfaltering faith— 
must be debarred from heaven, and cast forever into 
outer darkness, where the only sounds striking his 
horrified ears will be “weeping and wailing and 
gnashing of teeth.” Therefore, he must believe. 
Besides, his dear mother, his blessed old grand- 
mother, and his aunts and his cousins and his neigh- 
bors all, all, believed. Why should he alone prove 
recreant, disgrace his name, and be jeered as an 
Infidel? No, no! If there is anything in which he 
may feel a justifiable pride, it is his inherited faith ; 
his firm, unshaken faith. No absurdity of doctrin, 
no contradiction of scripture passages, no weight or 
cogency of reasoning, can shake or unsettle that 
faith, founded as it is on the everlasting rock of 
ages. The main duty of his life, as he understands 
it, is to believe, and that in the face of all opposing 
proofs and arguments, all such being, in his opinion, 
mere sophistries devised by that subtle enemy of 
mankind, the devil. When one of the ungodly 
presses him to investigate the foundation of his 
faith, he generally refuses flatly to do it; but when 
he does happen to make a pretense at such an inves- 
tigation, he goes about it only to confirm his convio- 
tions—to strengthen, to harden, and crystallize that 
glorious, blessed faith. In triumph he sings: 
` I am a Christian true, 
One whose head is level ; 
I know a thing or two— 
Doubts are from the devil. 

In ancient times the race of asses roamed over a 
wide, grassy plain, where they and their ancestors 
had enjoyed their freedom from time immemorial, 
until man made his appearance among them with the 
bridle. This article, he solemnly assured them, was 
their only means of safety, declaring it to be a pro- 
tection against their old enemy the lion; an orna- 
ment which no respectable ass could afford to be 
without; and ultimately a sure guide to a much 
larger and richer pasture far away over the river. 

The silly creatures listened ; suffered themselvs to 
be bridled; and from that day to this they hav been 
man's submissiv slaves. So | 

Faith is the bridle the priesthood provide 
To slip on the asses they're anxious to ride. 
Brookhaven, Bfiss. S. F. Swvns. 
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d God and Gods. 
od: 


Who or what is God ? 

This is what no fellow ever could, or ever can, 
find out, except in case of a wooden god, 

Yet the Christian has the assurance to tell us that 
he knows all about God! 

-And he really knows what, that the anti-Christian 
does not know? / 

Nothing! 

Yet he sticks to it that he knows, because he 
thinks there is a God ; because he believes there is a 
God; because he hopes there is a God ! 

How any human being, even though a monster 
himself, can hope there is such a monster as the 
Christian’s God is made out to be in his own book, 
surpasseth comprehension. 

Hope that such a being exists as the God of the 
Bible? Holy horror! 

Yes, the individual and collectiv Christian thus 
hopes. 

Ask him why, and he will tell you it is because he 
hopes for a future life; tantamount to saying that 
he hopes to liv in company with his God! 

The Christian prates and prates and ever prates of 
the goodness of hie God! __ 

Yet * God's own book" is damning evidence to 
the contrary. 

* God is love," the Christian will piously tell you, 
with rolling eyes and long drawn face, and that un- 
blushingly, right in the face of horrors that daily 
accumulate on horrors’ head! : 

Right in the face of the daily horrors of the mines, 
of the earthquake, of the railroad, of the steamship, 
of. the cyclone, of the land-slides, of the flames, of the 
ills that flesh is not heir to, ete., etc., will the pious 
Christian tell you that “ God is love !" 

From such love, and we see it manifested every 
day, the good devil deliver us! 

God! 

As the great Leviathan of Freethought in this 
country, Colonel Ingersoll, says of blasphemy, God is 
a question of geography, I think. 

In one place he is one thing or being, in another 
place another thing or being, and so on until all the 
places hav been heard from, including the back coun- 


ties and Boonton, N. J. 


Over India, China, 'Turkey, Christendom, and out- 
lying heathen dependencies and independencies of 
these several extensiv areas, not forgetting the Mor- 
mon kingdom and the red men's reservations, preside 
sundry and divers gods, each according to the 
notions of his, her—I believe there are some she- 
gods; why shouldn't there be?—or its people, and 
each getting in his, her, or its work satisfactorily—I 
presume so, in most cases, or bouncing would be in 
order, and other gods elected. 


With few exceptions, these gods are held up as 


paragons of goodness, notably the Christians’ God, _ 


and yet, like the latter, are malicious monsters! 

Strange that a monstrous Ged is styled a “ God of 
love and mercy,” and a monstrous man is called a 
monster, without any bones about it! 

In some parts of Africa, and in some of the South 
Sea Islands, gods are worshiped for what. they are 
and for what they are worth—monsters ! 

These are the only honest people running gods for 
worshiping or other purposes. : 

Knowing their gods are monsters, they do not 
hypocritically set them up as personifications of 
goodness, but worship them as monsters. 

They yell, howl, pray, beseech, implore, and sup- 
plicate these gods to let up on them and giv them a 
chance. 

They know their gods are tough cusses, and they 
are continually on the pray to keep out of their 
clutches ; and there is sense in their proceedings. 

But what sense is there in the methods of a people 
who, setting up a “God of Jove and mercy," continu- 
ally howl, yell, and pray for mercy? Why should ` 
they be continually crawling and groveling at the 
feet of a “God of love and mercy?’ Why forever ` 
be supplicating, beseeching, imploring, and begging 
for mercy from one “ All-Merciful ?" 

Why, if these methods are necessary to propitiate 
a “God of love and mercy,” not strip off said God's 
masquerade, let him appear in his true colors, and 
then grovel with some appearance of reason, like the 
heathen (?), who do not dress their gods up in sheep’s 
clothing, but let them remain in their natural rai- 
ment—that of wolves? 

But here we hav the Christian continually praying 
to his “ God of love” that the latter may not lead 
him into temptation, as though said “ G. of 1.” were ` 
always around in some dark corner, with a piece of 
mince pie thrown out to tempt weak mortals to lay 
their hooks upon it, or to do some other hvinous 
things ! i 

Oh, that such a God as this should be set up for 
mankind to grovel at his feet! . But, whoa! the God 
is all right enough, if gods must be maintained at all, 
for he is like all other gods, heavily down on human- 
ity at large. 

The trouble is, tbat, being a wolf, he is brightly 
rigged out in lamb’s wool, yard wide, and warranted 
to wash ; a bare-faced guarantee, the waters of truth 
washing away at once the fine snowy fleece, leaving 
the coarse shaggy bair of the wolf exposed—how 
quickly the waters of the Zugerzee stripped the 
lamb's fleece from the wolf's back, only a few nights 
ago! | 

Gidea God of the Christians! Forever sitting 

on the fence, by the water-melon patch, tempting 
poor, weak mortals to climb over to the other side 
and feast on the sweets of stolen fruits. Glorious 
God ! 

If I state the case wrongly, why does the standard 
and standing Al, copper fastened, high-hallelujah 
prayer of Christendom contain the vital clause, 
*' Lead us not into temptation ?" 

A God that will sneak about, or sit on a fence, 
trying to tempt weak mortals to sin, being a God, is 
a meaner thing than a Comstock, if possible. And I 
don’t care who hears me say it. 

If St. Colgate should hear me, though, he might 
rejoice that there was a meaner thing extant than a 
Comstock, which has tempted hundreds to commit 
crime, and pounced on them if they succumbed ; and 
I should hate to be the means of causing said saint 
a moment's rejoicing. 

I once read a most affecting story of two little 
girls who met a horrible ogre in the woods. What 
they were in the woods for I don’t remember, and it 
doesn’t matter, as they undoubtedly had a right to 
be in the woods, unless trespassing on the property 
of the ogre—I never saw an ogre, but I presume it 
is a monster such.as two little girls, or two girls as 
they run, would not care to meet in the woods, or a 
back street, even. By the way, I hav seen a Com- 
stock—is that anything like an ogre? ` 

Well, the horrible ogre stopped the two little girls, 
who sized him up for a great, big, ugly thing that 
walked on his hind legs. They saw he was perfectly 
horrid, but very shrewdly began to praise and laud 
him to the skies. 

They called him a dear, good creature; the very 
picture of love and tenderness; a thing of beauty 
and a joy forever ; perfectly lovely, ete. 

In short, they just loaded him with taffy of the 
softest and sweetest variety ; and when their stock 
of confectionery was exhausted, the ogre grinned a 
gladsome grin, sniffed a satisfying sniff, and, grab- 
bing the two little girls by the back hair, raised them 
to his cavernous mouth, and downed them as on 
would a couple of cherries ripe. : 

I wonder if this story is not applicable to the case 
of the Christians and their God? I wonder if they 
are not in the woods, face to face with the ogre, who 
is constantly devouring them, as at Zug, and in 
a thousand ways as horrible, notwithstanding the 
taffy they are as constantly loading him with? I ` 
wonder. 

Yes, it just occurs to me that itis. Their God—a 
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borrowed God at that—is an ogre, and they know it. 
But to get on the soft side of him, if possible, they 
play the vain game of the little girls, and style him 
“God of love and mercy!” “The All-Merciful !" 
“The just and bountiful God!” ringing the changes 
on these in a thousand ways, while he scoops them 
in ad libitum, ad finem ! 

When reading of such horrors as at Lake Zug, and 
countless other horrors daily being recorded, it is 
enough to make a dog vomit to hear one of our 
‘pious God-bawlers solemnly intone his rot —* God is 
good!” “God is love!” “God tempers the wind 
to the shorn lamb,!” ‘‘God watcheth over all, and 
not a sparrow [English or otherwise, I suppose] 
falleth to the ground without the fall being re- 
corded!” or words to that effect. Yes, enough to 
make a dog vomit, I say! 

Talk about God’s being pleased or displeased with 
mortals, gracious or angry with, loving or hating 
them! What bosh! what rot! | 


When the eagle loves, or hates, or in any way 


interests itself in the tomtit; when the lion purrs or 
humps himself on account. of the doings of the house 
rat, and it shall be made plain to me that such is the 
ease, then will I take stock in the assertion that gods 
interest themselvs in the affairs of mortal men and 
women, dudes and Boontonites not considered. 
In conclusion; I would say that, if-I must hav 
a god, I prefer to hav one of the South Sea Islands 
variety, fashioned of wood. If he gets too obstrep- 
erous, I can dump him in the cellar; if that doesn't 
hav the desired effect, then into the furnace with 
him! That would be turning the tables on a god, 
wouldn't it? Sı Sroxuw. 
te 
The Liberty of Thought and Discussion. 
JOHN STUART MILL ' ON LIBERTY.” 


There is a class of persons (happily not quite so 
numerous as formerly) who think it enough if a per- 
son assents undoubtingly to what they think true, 
though he has no knowledge whatever of the grounds 
of the opinion, and could not make a tenable defense 
of it against the most superficial objections. 
persons, if they can once get their creed taught from 
authority, naturally think that no good, and some 
harm, comes of its being allowed to be questioned. 
Where their influence prevails, they make it nearly 
impossible for the received opinion to be rejected 
wisely and considerately, though it may still be 
rejected rashly and ignorantly; for to shut out dis- 
cussion entirely is seldom possible, and when it once 
gets in, beliefs not grounded on conviction are apt to 
giv way before the slightest semblance of an argu- 
ment. 

*o* 
: * 

Creeds are all full of meaning and vitality to those 
who originate them, and to the direct disciples of the 
originators. Their meaning continues to be felt in 
undiminished strength, and is perhaps brought out 
into even fuller consciousness, so long as the struggle 
lasts to giv the doetrin or creed an ascendancy over 
other creeds. At last it either prevails, and becomes 
‘the general opinion, or its progress stops; it keeps 
possession of the ground it has gained, but ceases to 
spread further. 
become apparent, controversy on the subject flags, 
and gradually dies away. The doctrin has taken its 
place, if not as a received opinion, as one of the 
admitted sects or -divisions of opinion; those who 
hold it hav generally inherited, not adopted, it; and 
conversion from one of these doctrins to another, 
being now an exceptional fact, occupies little place in 
the thoughts of their professors. Instead of being, 
as at first, constantly on the alert to defend them- 


selvs against the world, or to bring the world over to |: 


them, they hav subsided into acquiescence, and 
neither listen, when they can help it, to arguments 
against their creed. nor trouble dissentients (if there 
be such) with arguments in its favor. From this 
time may usually be dated the decline in the living 
power of the doctrin. : 

* 

We often hear the teachers of all creeds lamenting 
the difficulty of keeping up in the minds of believers 
a lively apprehension of the truth which they nom- 
inally recognize, so that it may penetrate the feel- 
ings, and acquire a real mastery over the conduct. 
No such difficulty is complained of while the creed is 
still fighting for its existence; even the weaker com- 
batants then know and feel what they are fighting 
for, aud the difference between it and other doctrins; 
and in that period of every creed’s existence, not a 
few persons may be found who hay realized its funda- 
mental principles in all the forms of thought, hav 
weighed and considered them in all their important 
bearings, and hav experienced the full effect on the 


character, which belief in that creed ought to pro- 


duce in a mind thoroughly imbued with it. But 
when it has come to be a hereditary creed, and to be 
received passivly, not activly—when the mind is no 
longer compelled, in the same degree as at first, to 
exercise its vital powers on the questions which its 
belief presents to it, there is a progressiv tendency 
to forget all of the belief except the formularies, or to 


Such: 


| things. 


When either of these results has 


| giv it a dull and torpid assent, as if accepting it on 


trust dispensed with the- necessity of realizing it in 
consciousness, or testing it by personal experience, 
until it almost ceases to connect itself at all with the 
inner life of the human being. Then are seen the 
cases, so frequent in this age of the world as almost 
to form the majority, in which the creed remains as it 
were outside. the mind, encrusting and. petrifying it 
against all other influences addressed to the higher 
parts of our nature, manifesting its power by not 
suffering any fresh and living conviction to get in, but 
itself doing nothing for the mind or heart, except 
standing sentinel over them to keep them vacant. 
* * 


* 

To what an extent doctrins intrinsically fitted to 
make the deepest impression upon the mind may 
remain in it as dead beliefs, without being ever 
realized in the imagination, the feelings, or the under- 
standing, is exemplified by the manner in which the 
majority of believers hold the doctrins of Christian- 
ity. By Christianity I here mean what is accounted 
Such by all churches and sects—-the maxims and 
precepts contained in the New Testament. These 
are considered sacred, and accepted ‘as. Jaws, by ali 
professing Christians. Yet it is scarcely too much 
to say that not one Christian in a thousand guides or 
tests his individual conduct by ieference to those 
laws. The standard to which he does refer it is the 
custom of his nation, his class, or his religious pro- 
fession. He has thus, on the one hand, a collection 
of ethical maxims, which he believes to hav been 
vouchsafed to: him by infallible wisdom as rules of 


government; and on the other, a set of every-day 


judgments and practices, which go a certain length 
with some of those maxims, not so great a length 
with others, stand in direct opposition to some, and 
are, on the whole, a compromise between the Chris- 
tian creed and the interests and suggestions of 
worldly life. To the first of these standards he givs 
his homage; to the other, his real allegiance. Ali 
Christians believe that the. blessed are the poor and 
humble, and those who are illused by the world; 
that it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye 
of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom 
of heaven ; that they should: judge not, lest they be 
judged ; that they should swear not at all; that they 
should love their neighbor as themselvs ; that if one 
take their cloak, they should giv him their coat also; 
that they should take no thought for the morrow; 
that if they would be perfect, they should sell all 
that they hav and giv it to the poor. They are not 
insincere when they say that they believe these 
They do believe them, &s people believe 
what they hav always heard lauded and never dis. 
cussed. But in the sense of that living belief which 
regulates conduct, they believe these doctrins just up 
to the point to which it is usual to act upon them. 
The doctrins in their integrity are serviceable to pelt 
adversaries with ; and it is understood that they are 
to be put forward (when possible) as the reasons for 
whatever people do that they think laudable. Bat 
anyone who reminded them that the maxims require 
an infinity of things which they never even think of 
doing, would gain nothing but to be classed among 
those very unpopular characters who affect to be 
better than other people. The doctrins hav no hold 
on ordinary believers—are not a power in their 
minds. They hav an habitual respect for the sound 
of them, but no feeling which spreads from the 
words to the things signified, and forces the mind 
to take them in, and make them conform to the for- 
mula. Whenever conduct is concerned, tbey look 
round for Mr. A and B to direct them how far to go 
in obeying Christ. 

— 9 8—9————— — —— 


Stop It! 


Mrs. Slenker’s arrest, imprisonment, and coming 
trial should arouse every lover of liberty to de- 
fensiv activity. If she be convicted, it will add an- 
other to the long list of martyrs that hav been 
doomed to suffer for trying to enlighten and bless the 
world, and drive another nail in the coffin of liberty. 

Is this nation to be under the control of a church 
oligarchy, with the villainous Comstock as chief in- 
quisitor, who, with monumental cheek and spurious 
morality, overrides all sense of justice, liberty, and 
decency, trampling upon constitutional rights at his 
sweet will? Shall ail discussion of the most im- 
portant of all questions, upon the proper solution of 
which depend the weal and woe of all coming gen- 
erations, be probibited, and disease, deformity, in- 
sanity, and idocity continue to be perpetrated, be- 
cause one or more low, sensual men can see nothing 
but obscenity in its investigation ? 

Will people ever learn that there are no obscene 
words, the obscenity being always in the mind of the 
one that perceives it? An intelligent, pure, and re- 
fined person sees only beauty in the human form, the 
highest result of the great artist, Nature’s, long con- 
tinued work, and it awakens in bim a feeling of deep 
est reverence and admiration, while low, vicious, cor- 
rupt persons see only obscenity and impurity. One 
can observe in the external world only what is respon- 
siv to his own nature. Obscenity exists nowhere in 
‘the universe except in the mind that perceives it. It 


is an imaginary demon, ever ready to mar and destroy: 
Comstock is possessed by this hallucination, and 
should be placed in charge of some pure people 
where his better nature could be developed instead 
of, as now, being allowed and encouraged to wallow . 
in his own filth and resort to all manner of dishonest, 
indecent tricks to procure the means to feed this 
morbid, insatiate love of the low and Vicious. 

If there be any sense left, in a time like this, of 
what the right to free speech and a free press means; 
if the citizens of these United States hav not lost all 
the courage that should descend from sire to son; if 
they hav any realization of the dangers now threaten- 
ing our existence as a republic from laws on obscen- 
ity, blasphemy, conspiracy, extradition of political 
offenders, etc., that will blot out all the dearly-bought 
liberties we hav had handed down to us by a race of 
men who would never hav submitted as has the 
present generation to outrages upon individual and 
vested rights that would sink the oppressions of 
George IIL into insignificance in comparison, let them 
arouse to action on this matter. 

Few, even of Liberals, seem to realize the situa- 
tion and the true import of all these things ; most will 
chatter of “a question of taste,” or “impropriety,” 
or some trivial affair which has nothing to do with 
the question, which is this, and this alone: Has an 
American citizen the right to think? Has he aright 
to express that thought? And has he the right to send 
that thought written or printed through the mails? 
If he has not, then liberty in America is dead, and a 
new republic must be built upon the ashes of our 
once free, but now fallen, country. If there be any 
heroism left among us, let everyone, with voice and 
pen, call a halt to this infamous Comstock raid, that 
will be so pronounced that even the deaf to the cries 
of justice shall be made to hear, and, hearing, to obey. 

Joner H. Severance, M.D. 

195 Fourth st., Milwaukee, Wis. 


—e — — —— 


Napoleon Bonaparte's Religion. 


Napoleon Bonaparte in an address to the clergy at 
Breda, in Brabant, May, 1810, denounced the Catholic 
clergy present and praised the Protestants. The 
whole speech was printed ina Russian paper and 
was copied by the Z'AeopAilanthropist, of New York. 
I quote two sentences : 


Had I not met in Bossuet's doctrins, and in the maxims of 
the Gallican church, with principles that agree with mine, 
and had not the Concordat been received, | myself should 
hav become a Protestant, and thirty millions of people would 
hav followed my example. 

What ignorant idiots you are; prove to me out of the gos. 
pel that Jesus Christ has appointed the pope his substitute, 
or successor of St. Peter, and that he has the right to excom. 
municate a sovereign. 
Burr. 
——————— — —9—3—99————————— 


The Freethought University at Liberal, Mo. 


From the Liberal Ensign, 

The rarest intellectual feast ever offered to the people of 
this city took place last week. It was the occasion of the 
first annual commencement of the first Freethought uni. 
versity in the world. The exercises occupied every evening 
from June 28th to July 2d. The largest and most enthusiastia 
audience that ever gathered in U. M. L. Hall greeted the ex- 
ercises tbroughout. : 

On Tuesday evening the exercises were opened with the 
first annual address of the institution, delivered by G. H. 
Walser, the founder of the university. The speaker traced 
the progress of mental liberty for the last two thousand 
ycars, personifying most beautifully and appropriately all 
the various principles and forces that hav been at work, and 
closed with the Freethought University as the crowning 
triumph and glory of universal mental liberty. 

On Wednesday evening the students exhibited the results 
of their elocutionary training for the past year. The enter. 
tainment was of the highest order and extremely gratifying 
to all, and would hav done credit to any institution in the 
land. The participants contested fora Webster's Unabridged 
Dictionary, which was awarded to Miss Birdie Cowley. 

Thursday evening. members of the sophomore class de. 
livered a series of public orations prepared for the occasion, 
The essays surpassed the expectations of the most sanguin, 
and demonstrated the superiority of an institution where 
freedom of thought reigns snpreme. The speakers con. 
tested for twenty dollars in gold, which was awarded to 
Miss Emma McRae. 

On Friday evening the first annual address to the students 
was delivered by Prof. C. W. Stewart. The subject of the 
address was ** The Scope of E:lucation,” and it was handled 
in that scholarly and eloqnent manner 80 characteristic of 
Professor Stewart. He impressed upon the students the fact 
that education was the work of the great school of life, and 
that institutions of learning were founded but to prepare us 
successfully to complete the work of that education. After 
the address, President Leahy made a few closing remarks, 
reviewing the work of the past year and expressing his grat- 
ification at the successful termination of the first year’s work. 

On Saturday evening the exercises were brought to a close 
with the rendition of the celebrated tragedy, ** Adelgitha.” 
The drama was given in elegant costume, and was the finest 
dramatic entertainment ever offered to the people of Liberal. 

A number of strangers were in attendance from abroad, 
and all expressed themselvs greatly pleased with the closing 
exercises of the first year of the first Freethought university. 
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New Jersey Ruffianism. 

' Preachers and lecturers who would sojourn in New 
Jersey should go armed. Its people are barbarous. A 
revivalist named Mnason has been conducting meet- 
ings in the village of Park Ridge, in that state, and, 
being hooted and mobbed from the first, has called the 
residents some hard though meaningless names, such 
as devils, imps of Satan, ete. Last week the series of 
indignities which had been put upon Mnason culmi- 
nated in a mob visiting his house, dragging bim out, 
flogging him with a horsewhip, shearing his hair and 
beard, and finally ejecting him from the town. 

It is needless to characterize this outrage by the 
use of words. Every believer in human rights can 
feel more on such a subject than words express. 
It makes no difference that Mnason is a deluded 
fanatic. It makes no difference what he thought or 
said on the subject of religion. Whatever he thought 
he had a right to stand up and say in his tent, and 
none but a contemptible coward, with a naturally 
vicious nature inflamed by religious prejudice, would 
seek by force to prevent him from exercising that 
right. His assailants hav placed themselvs in danger 


of punishment by the law, though it is by no means | 


certain that they will be punished. In New Jersey 
it is deemed more criminal to “ blaspheme" a creature 
of the imagination than to commit an outrage upon a 


human being. 
— e 


l The Pope's Irish. 

It is bad for the people of Ireland, who are forever 
holding out their hands to America asking alms, that 
some Of their representativs in this country do not 
conduct themselvs in a manner better calculated to 
awaken sympathy. There can be no question that 
the Irish Catholics of New York and other large 
cities giv the police more trouble and occupy more 
of the time of the criminal courts than any other 
class. Pedple with rabid anti-Irish views claim that 
these Roman Catholics are bad citizens because they 
are Irish; and on the other hand, there are those who 
say that Irishmen are bad citizens because they are 
Roman Catholics. It could not be truthfully said 
that either of these views is strictly correct, because 
many Irishmen make the best of citizens, and there 
are Roman Catholics who hav thus far behaved 
themselvs tolerably well; but it must be admitted 
that the combination of the two—the Irish Catholic 
—on occasions shows himself in anything but the 
guise of a desirable person. But he is numerous, he 
has friends, and he has a vote, and it is a rather bold 
public speaker, or newspaper, especially if it be a 
political organ, that will hav the hardihood to say 
that he is not in every respect a gentleman. He is, 
in fact, the pet of the politicians, and aspirants to 
public office who do not take him into account might 
as well cease to aspire. It will be remembered that 
in our last presidential election one of the candidates 
allowed himself to be reckoned a Roman Catholic, 
and made more or less strenuous endeavors to create 
the impression that the blood of Finn McCool ran 


red in his veins. How these laudable efforts were 
rendered abortiv by the three R’s of the Rev. Dr. 
Burchard, who proclaimed that the opposing party 
was the party of Rum, Romanism, and Rebellion, is 
familiar to all. 

This persistent and unremitting deference to the 
Trish Catholic has not had a good result. It has at 
length produced in his rather obtuse mind the 
impression that he is the particular pride of this na- 


| tion, and that Ireland, which sends its tribute to 


England and its paupers to America, has somehow a 
claim upon the United States for support and defense. 
He regards Ireland as the Gem of the Sea, and he 
looks upon American institutions with contempt as 
compared with those he has left behind in coming 
here; nevertheless, he continues to come, and sends 
for his relativs as soon as circumstances will permit. 
His chief concern for his mother country is that the 


stranger with foreign sympathies holds office there ; | 


nevertheless, he gets into office here at the first 
opportunity, and carries his national sympathies and 
his superstitions with him. Those of his fellow- 
religionists who are so considerate toward America 
as to stay away from it, send over their O'Briens to 
raise a “fund” and to agitate in the United States 
the question whether some tenant in Ireland should 
pay his rent or not. As long as the favors are all 
one way, the representativ is pleased. If, on the 
other hand, he is offered an opportunity to assist 
some similar movement, he. declines “to mix the 
cause of Ireland with American politics.” 

Another peculiarity of the Irish Catholic is that 
he fails to recognize that other foreigners hav the 
same rights here as himself. After holding Home 
Rule meetings in Faneuil Hall to denounce the 
queen and her minions, which he has an undoubted 
right to do, he raises a digraceful rumpus and threat- 
ens violence because some Englishmen who differ 
with him in opinion celebrate the queen’s jubilee in 
the same historie building. After walking over other 
citizens and impeding traffic on St. Patrick’s Day, he 
joins a mob on the 12th of July, and throws bricks 
and stones at Orangemen who celebrate the battle of 
the Boyne. In Paterson, N. J., last week Tuesday, 
when the Orangemen were parading, the Irish Cath- 
olie filled the street with riot and confusion. He 
has so terrorized the Orangemen of New York that 
the only way they dare to celebrate their great day is 
to sneak to the wharf by some back street, and 
go quietly out upon an excursion.. There are not 
policemen enough in the city to protect them in 
their right to parade. 

It is not popular to say anything derogatory to the 
Trish Catholic. He has a vote, and he numbers 
millions. The citizens whom it is safe and proper to 
denounce are the Anarchists. They are few, they 
don’t believe in voting, and they bav hardly a friend 
in the world. It may, therefore, be the part of 
policy to denounce the Anarchists and put the Irish 
Catholic into office. In that way the pope will 
ultimately become the supreme dictator in polities, 
as he is now the supreme pontiff in religion. 

i gg 


What the Catholic Church Costs New York. 


The Homiletic Magazine givs the statistics of 
moneys paid by the state of New York, during the 
past ten years, to eighteen Roman Catholic institu- 
tions ostensibly for the support of the poor. They 
are as follows: 

Amount 


555, 223 

Here we hav a total of $7,074, 041 i in ten yeni: or 
an average of $707,404.10 per year. It will be seen 
that the annual appropriations hav steadily increased, 
and that while in 1877 the appropriation was some- 
thing more than half a million dollars, in 1886 it was 
more than a million. At that rate, in a hundred 
years the appropriation would bea billion, and the 
state would be a paradise of paupers. 

In Protestant institutions it has been found that 
children ean be eared for at the rate of $50 each per 
year; and as Protestants are somewhat more civil- 
ized than Catholies, it is reasonable to suppose that 
children in their institutions are as well provided for 
as in those of their Romish brethren. In spite of 
that, however, the figures show that in some cases 
Catholic institutions are paid by the state as high as 
$110 per year for each child in their charge. This 
indicates that for every dollar they expend in charity 


they receive two. With an income of seven millions 
per annum, and an expenditure of only half of it, a 
clear profit of three and a half millions is left them 
to be applied to the building of new churches, paro- 
chial schools, and Catholic colleges. One institution 
alone, the Catholie Protectory, says the Christian at 
Work, clears $100,000 every year in this sort of 
“benevolence.” It professes to care for 2.000 chil- 
dren, and last year received phereiek $242,000 from . 
the state. 

The state in the last twelve years has paid Catholic 
institutions $8,052,528.48. One-half of this, or, in 
round numbers, $4,000,000, is profit. And it should 
be borne in mind that many of the inmates of these. 
asylums are kept at work at some productiv industry 
the proceeds of which are nearly sufficient to support 
them. It is no wonder that the church blesses pov- 
erty! ` 

The $1,055.615 paid to Catholic institutions in 
New York would provide for 10,000 paupers at $100 
per head. If there are in the state, say, 70,000 Cath- 
olies, then one Catholig in seven is a criminal or a 
pauper. 

The Protestant dia Jewish charitable institutions 
hav received since 1885, so says the Christian at 
Work, about $670,000, or a little less in twelve years : 
than the Romish institutions hav every year; and 
“Protestant institutions support more dependent 
children than all the eighteen Roman Catholic insti- 
tutions together.” When the church is grabbing 
millions at this rate, it looks like splitting hairs for 
the courts to waste their time trying boodle aldermen 
for taking mere thousands from private corporations. 
What is still more amazing, the church does not stop 
to defend these enormous steals. It goes on schem- 
ing for more. One bill which has been before the 
legislature for some years provides for apportioning 
a part of the public school fund to the schools of the 
Roman Catholic Protectory, and another one, equally 
vicious, proposes to incorporate the Kings County 
Roman Catholic Protectory, and award to it à share in 
the common school fund, besides surrendering on the 
part of the state the guardianship of its wards to the 
Protectory. 

The Christian at Work presents these facts to its 


‘readers and inquires, * How long can we stand it?" 


The reply is that we shall hav to stand it just 80 long 
as a majority of the people admit the principle that 
the state has a right to award money to any institu- 
tion under ecclesiastical control or in which religion 
is taught in any form. 

ae C A 

No Misrepresentation. 

The appended letter is from Custer City, Pa. : 


*"' To tue Eprror or Tag TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: In your 
editorials, July 9th, you giv a couple of ‘ extracts’ from the 
Union Labor platform. Please read the platform, and see if 
you Can find either of them. I hate to see the grand old 
TRUTA SEEKER following the example of subsidized Christian 
boodle organs, and misrepresenting things. 

“Union LABOR.” 

The committee of organization of the Union Labor 
party of New York city met at Clarendon Hall, 
June 19th, and adopted a platform. We hav reread 
the extracts quoted in Tae Trura Seexsr, and find 
them correct as published in our issue of July 9th. 
They are as follows: 

* We believe that a protectiv tariff for the benefit of 
American manufacturers and manufactures is the ecrner- 
stone of the prosperity of the nation. 

** As the continued prosperity of the community depends 
upon: the physical as well as mental condition of the growing 
generation, we demand that our young men shall be allowed 
to practice base-ball, boating, dancing, music, and other 
athletic sports and amusements without let or hindranee by 
law, provided it is done without interference with the rights 
of other citizens.” 

“Union Labor” evidently had in mind the Union 
Labor party platform adopted at Cincinnati last 
February. Whether the two hav any connection or 
not we are unable to say. There is in New York a 
United Labor party, which is the George-MeGlynn 
party, or the Anti-Poverty Society. It is said to hav 
little strength outside of New York. The Union 
Labor party, on the other hand, as we learn from the 
Standard, in the West amounts, in some places, to a 
“respectable body,” while in New York, it is, says 
Mr. George, “nothing whatever except a skeleton: 
organization such as those of the humbug labor 
parties that were started here during the last munic- 
ipal election to bleed politicians and resolute for 
publication.” The party claims to hav a following 
here of some fifteen thousand, with organizations in 
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nearly every district. The two parties, the Union 
Labor and the United Labor, are certainly much at 
variance, particularly as regards protection, the re- 
striction of immigration, and the land theory. 

Our correspondent will of course see at once that 
he is under a misapprehension, and that Tax TRUTH 
SEEKER has not “misrepresented things.” 

— P 
Let America Be Represented. 


New Yonz, July 12, 1887. 


l E. M. MacpoNALp, Esq., Eprror or Tue TrRorH 
Sxxxxm, My Dear Sir: I hav just received the in- 
closed invitation and letter from Mr. Charles Brad- 


laugh : 


** Cor. R. G. Inaggsorr, My Dear Sir: I should be obliged 
if you would giv the widest publicity to the annexed invita- 
tion. I should be also very much pleased. to send you 
special invitations to any American Freethinkers whose 


names and addresses you might furnish to me. 
** Yours very sincerely, C. BnapLAUGH. 
"INTERNATIONAL FREETHOUGHT CONGRESS, 1887. 


“ By the authority of the Council General of the International 
Federation of Freethinkers, under th« auspices of the National 
Secular Society (of which I am president), and with the approval 
&nd confirmation of the Freethinkers of Great Britain and Ireland 
jn conference at Rochdale assembled, I most earnestly invite you 


to attend the sittings of the International Freethought Congress, 


to be held in the Hall of Science, 142 Old street, E.C., London, at 


10:30 A m., on Saturday, September 10th; at 11:15 4.M., on Sunday, 
September 1ith, and at 10:0 a.m., on Monday, September 12th. 
“ Your early reply will be esteemed a favor. 
^ ** CHARLES BRADLAUGH.” 


I hope that you will publish this, to the end that 
the Freethinkers of America may be represented in 
the International Congress. 


Yours truly, R. G. INGERSOLL. 
——eo om 


Presbyterianism—Josephus. 

A correspondent sends Tae Truta SEEKER two 
questions : 

1. When was the Presbyterian church founded ?, 

2. What evidence is there that the passage in Josephus 
mentioning Christ is a forgery ? 

It is claimed by Presbyterians, but not admitted 
by historians, that the Presbyterian church began 
before the apostolic age. A presbytery is mentioned 
in the New Testament as long ago as the time when 
1 Timothy was written, somewhere between the 
years 120 and 140. The person who wrote that 
book uses presbytery thus: , 

** Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee 
by prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the presby- 
tery” (1 Tim. iv, 14). 

The word is of Greek derivation, and was used to 
designate a body of officers to whom was committed 
the government of the church. The “ elders of the 
congregation” mentioned in Leviticus iv, 15, is 
called a presbytery in the Septuagint, the earliest 
Greek translation of the Old Testament. From 
which it would seem that the *church of God," as 
the apostolic church called itself, took its forms 
from the Jewish church. It merely changed “rabbi” 
to minister; the bench of elders it called a presby- 
tery, and the lower officers of the synagog reappear 
as Presbyterian deacons. Thus if we should follow 
the word back to its original application, we would 
find that the first Presbyterians were Jews. The 
claim of Presbyterians that their church as a distinct 
ecclesiastical organization is the oldest in the world 
cannot be substantiated. From the time of the 
apostles, of whom very little is known, down to the 
Reformation, they are entirely lost sight of, unless it 
is admitted that they survived in the Waldenses of 
Italy. But as the Waldenses were practically Roman 
Catholics until after the Reformation, when they be- 
came Presbyterians, their identity with the apostolic 
church rests upon no foundation. The Presbyterian 
church, as it is at present, evidently did not exist 
previous to the Reformation of the sixteenth century. 
It is the child of John Calvin, and no accurate history 
could attribute to it an age of more than three hun- 
dred and fifty years. Its form of government is old, 
but that fact no more identifies it with the ancient 
church than our republican form of government iden- 
tifies the United States with Greece or Sparta. The 
Presbyterian church enjoys the distinction of having 
the most diabolical creed ever invented. 

The passage of Josephus relating to Christ is 
as follows: 

* Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it 
be lawful to call him a man, for he was.a doer of wonderful 
works—a teacher of such men as receive the truth with 
pleasure. He drew over to him many of the Jews, and many 
of the Gentiles. He was [the] Christ; and when Pilate, at 


the suggestion of the principal men amongst us, had con- 
demned him to the cross, those that loved him at the first did 


third day, as the divine prophets had foretold these and ten | 


thousand other wonderful things concerning him; and the 
tribe of Christians, so named from him, are not extinct at 
this day.” . 

The first reason for regarding the paragraph as an 
interpolation is that everybody capable of forming an 
intelligent opinion on the subject so regards it. 
S. Baring-Gould says: “That this passage is spu- 
rious has been? almost universally acknowledged.” 


Furthermore, Josephus was & Jew who did not 


believe in Christ, and consequently would never hav 
made any such admission. It was not found in his 
writings until he had been dead two hundred years. 
Up to the time of Eusebius (a.p. 325) none of the 
church fathers had discovered it, although they had 
access to Josephus’s works, and could hav used it to 
good advantage in controversy with the Jews if it 
had been there. Another proof that the passage was 
not written by Josephus is the fact that it is wedged 


in where it has no connection with either what goes. 


before it or what comes after it. After the paragraph 
quoted, the writer proceeds to recount “another sad 
calamity.” The first sad calamity evidently was not 
the coming of Christ, but something related before 
he is mentioned, so that the interpolation breaks in 
upon the narrativ in a most absurd manner. 
Josephus mentions one Jesus, the reference to 
whom bears no evidence of being an interpolation, 
but he was the leader of a band of robbers, and 


a horse thief. 
——9—9—— —————— 


Credibility of the 'r'oldoth Jeshu Story. 

The Hebrew Standard oracularly says: 

““The book known as Sepher Toldoth Jeshu has no critica] 
or historical value whatsoever. It is a spurious compilation 
of suppressed. passages from the Talmud, and the accounts 
contained in the Talmud are so strongly colored with bias 
and so much intermixed with fabulous, incredible stories 
that it is utterly worthless as a historical document. We 
doubt the Jewish authorship of that spurious compilatiou as 
well as the authenticity of the Talmudic account.” 

Does the editor of the Hebrew Standard mean to 
be understood as doubting the existence of a his- 
torical Jesus? It is certain that the Talmud is 
silent concerning a Jesus crucified under Pontius 
Pilate, and now the Hebrew editor doubts the 
authenticity of the Talmudic account of a Jesus 
who was stoned and hanged a hundred years before. 
He says the passages relating to that person are 
fabulous, incredible, and probably spurious. Further- 
more, he calls them “suppressed passages.” In- 
deed! Suppressed by whom and. when? But it 
seems they did not stay suppressed, for Baring- 
Gould has translated them all, and confesses that 
they relate only to a Jesus who was stoned and 
hanged about a hundred years before Pontius Pilate. 
Were they suppressed in the thirteenth century when 
Raymundus Martini, a Christian publisher, made 
a Latin translation of a part of the Toldoth Jeshu 
story from a Hebrew document transcribed by a 
monk named Porchetus Salvaticus ? Were they sup- 
pressed when Luther translated the same Latin into 
German? 

Where did Celsus, in the second century, find his 
account of Jesus, so unlike that of the gospels, and 
80 similar to the accounts in the Talmud and Toldoth 
Jeshu? Where did Epiphanius, in the fourth cent- 
ury, obtain the information that Jesus was the son 
of Jacob, surnamed Panthera (answering to Pandera 
of the Toldoth Jeshu story)? Where did John 
of Damascus, in the eighth century, get the idea that 
Panthera was a progenitor of Mary, the mother 
of Jesus ? 

The Toldoth Jeshu story undoubtedly contains 
much that is fabulous and incredible, but so do the 
gospel stories. Does the Hebrew editor really be- 
Jieve any more of the Gospel of Matthew than of 
Sepher Toldoth Jeshu? Matthew, Mark, and Luke 
tell us that Jesus was crucified on the great Passover 
day. Does,the Hebrew editor believe that? Does 
he not know that the Jews never tried or executed a 
culprit on that holy day ? 

But the Talmud and the Toldoth Jeshu make no 
such vital error; they hav Jesus tried, stoned, and 
hanged on the day before the Passover. Nor do 
they tell us that he was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost; he had a human father, but was outlawed 
because his mother was not married. 

. If the Hebrew editor believes there was a Jesus 
crucified under Pontius Pilate, on the unsupported 
testimony of the four gospels, would it be impertinent 
to ask him if he believes that Moses wrote the Penta- 


not forsake him, for he appeared to them alive again the j teuch, and that it is historically true? 


Editorial Notes. 


Tue Sunday Free Press, Scranton, Pa., July 8d, containsan 
account of the ministerial doings of the Rev. Peter Roberts. 
The old story—betrayal, crime, desertion. The October 
grand jury will consider the case, pending which the Rev. 
Mr. Roberts is under $1,000 bail. 


THosk who wish to know the reason why self-respecting 
Freethought lecturers decline to debate with the Rev. Clark 
Braden are referred to a pamphlet by B. F. Underwood, en- 
titled, ‘‘ The Kind of Man Clark Braden Is.” Also to any- 
one acquainted with Braden’s character for truth and 
veracity. 


R ————— 

THE case of the United States against the two Harmans 
and E. C. Walker has been transferred from Topeka to 
Leavenworth, and adjourned until the October term of court. 
The United States attorneys in Kansas and Virginia seem to 
be averse to working in hot weather. These are cases, how- 
ever, in which official laziness is a virtue. 


J. R. Monrosg, in his Zronclad Age, begins an editorial note 
thus: “ Anarchy, after getting a fair hold upon the manag- 
ers of the ‘Secular Union’ didn't seem to be satisfied.” 
There are some editors who don't seem to be satisfied unless 
they can work into their papers occasionally an insinuation 
that is rather worse than an outright falsehood. 


Durna a thunder shower at Bellaire, Mich., the other 
day, the lightning struck the center-pole of the Adventist 
camp-meeting tent, while, as the Kalamazoo Gazette says, 
“all the other bad places escaped.” It is believed that the 
lightning was late in getting around, having been originally 
aimed at Mr. Reynolds's Freethought tent, which was at one 
time erected in that vicinity. 


Now is the season in the Catholic churches for collecting 
the pope's Peter's pence. Catholics are also to be taxed 
to get up & jubilee and celebrate Pope Pecci's fiftieth anniver- 
sary as a priest. The Catholic Union and Times remarks 
that ‘‘ the holy father is entirely dependent on the charity of 
the Christian world.” If every member of his church should 
giv the ‘‘holy father” one cent, it would net him the 
comfortable sum of $2,000,000. As he is well along in 
years, it would seem that by the practice of strict economy 
this sum should carry him through and bury him in tolerable 
style. The pope is the prince of beggars. 


Dr. Crxwzxoz S. Loztgr, chairman of the New York State 
Committee of the Woman Suffrage party, reports to Tur 
TRUTA SEEKER that the committee are rejoicing at their suc- 
cess in the case of Mrs. Lucy Sweet Barber, of Alfred, Alle- 
gany county, who voted in the last year’s election, and was 
arrested and bound over to appear before a United States 
commissioner. The State Committee conducted Mrs. Bar- 
ber’s defense, and secured a dismissal of the case. Then the 
enemies of woman suffrage resorted to the state court, and 
asked the grand jury to indict Mrs. Barber, but the argu- 
ments of her counsel convinced the jury that nolaw had been 
viclated, and the complaint was again dismissed. Mrs. Bar- 
ber is free, and only awaits the coming of another election 
day to vote again. The Suffrage party say they expect 
thousands of women to follow her example, as the way to the 
polls now seems to be clear. Mr: Hamilton Willcox, 146 
Broadway, New York, is prepared to furnish iuformation 
how to proceed to all women who apply to him at that 
address. 


Mz. Israzt W. Grong is the author of a pamphlet, ** Is the 
God of Israel the True God?” recently published by the 
Truth Seeker Company. Mr. Groh, previously to writing 
the pamphlet, was a member of the St. Paul Reformed 
church at Schaefferstown, Pa. The pamphlet appeared 
about June 1st, and on the 15th the author received a notifi- 
cation from the president of the consistory of that church to 
&ppear on the 18th and answer questions about his pamphlet. 
Mr. Groh duly appeared before minister and elders, and 
after an interesting discussion, in which, it may be believed, 
Mr. Groh asked as many conundrums as he was called upon 
to answer, the matter was settled by the direct question from 
the pastor: ‘‘ Do you believe in the God of the Bible and the 
creed of the church?” The accused answered that he did 
not, and explained that upon joining the church he had pro- 
fessed to believe without having investigated, and that sub- 
sequent research had changed his mind. Here the examina- 
tion ended, and on July 10th Mr. Groh and his wife were 
formally excommunicated for heresy. Whereby the church 
loses & good and intelligent man and Mr. Groh loses— 


nothing. 
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Mrs. Slenker's Trial Adjourned. 


July 14th, 5 ».w.—The indictment is made out at 
last, and of course it is accusatory of mailing obscen- 
ity, etc., but the trial will be deferred till October. 
So I shall hav to liv with thesword of fate suspended 
over me several months more. But the discussion 
the subject of reform will in the mean time receive 
will no doubt do enough of good to more than bal- 
ance my personal disquietude. 

Kind letters from everywhere encourage and sus- 
tain me. I thank one and all for help and sympathy, 
and hope great good for humanity will grow out of it 
all. - Erma D. SLENKER. 

M —$9-9-49———— —— — 
À Truth Recognized. 
Fromthe Independent, 

Tne Trura Seeker, which boasts of being the chief organ 
of the avowed Infidels, has a correspondent who has been 
studying Spiritualism in Boston. He reports it as the result 
of his investigations that “the Spiritualists, I find, are all 
Infidels,” but the Infidels are not all Spiritualists. That js 
probably very near the truth. 


AVS 
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think this is one of them. 
| run the minister, and the minister was one of that kind of 
men that wouldn't be run; and they were bound to get rid 
of him and trumped up a charge against him because he was 
&way over night and happened to hav a girl with him of 
about ten years old, and very slender and delicate at that. 
The girl being afraid to sleep alone, he got a room with two 
beds in it and they both occupied the same room; yet there 
was nothing wrong or sufficient to make such a stir about, 
it is believed by everyone of the outsiders of the church, and 
they had the right kind of sympathy, for they raised him the 
salary that the members refused to pay. It only shows to 
what low means church people will go to get rid of & 
preacher when they want to get rid of one; at least, that is 
the opinion of an Infidel and the worldly people of his own 
town. I take this matter up because I saw an account in 
Ture TnurH Sxxxgn that the Rev. Mr. Brown was having a 
church trial for indiscriminately kissing the girls; the girls 
in this case were were all not over ten years old. Heisa 
man very fond of children, but for no immoral purpose. 
Had he made more fuss over some of the older ones, it is be- 
lieved there would hav been no stir made. AsIam probably 
the only reader of your paper that is acquainted with the 
affair, I wish to make the correction, and let the readers 
know how the matter stands to an unprejudiced eye. 

l I am, for justice, H. W. HEVERLY. 


Letters from Hriends. 


Wiser, Kax., June 24, 1887. 
Mr. Eprron: I did think I was a Freetrader, but after 
reading the articles on **Protection to Labor," from Van 
Buren Denslow, my faith has been terribly shaken, and un- 
less some &ble person refutes the ideas put forth by Denslow, 
. I must change my opinion on at least one political point. I 
desire that some one will take up the question and giv the 
readers of this grand paper an opportunity to weigh both 

sides. Yours truly, J. S. Liowry. 


West Union, O., July 3, 1887. 
Mr. Eviror: Having had the bonds of superstition and 
priestcraft stricken from my mind, I now feel, like one of 
old, that I am out of the gall of bitterness and bond of iniq- 
uity. Realizing that I am free indeed, I shall not lose an 
opportunity that I may hav to tell the good news to others. 
Believing that the orthodox religion is the greatest curse that 
has ever blighted this beautiful world of ours, I want to be 
one of those with whom there is no compromise. I do ev- 
erything I can against them, and ask no quarter, for which I 
am heartily hated by the ndrrow-minded, superstitious 
bigots. We hav a few earnest workers here in this hot-bed 
of bigotry who will keep the lamp of liberty and Freethought 
burning brightly. 
I hav beer aud am doing some missionary work, and find 
a few who are. Liberally inclined, nearly all young men. 
Will send you a list of names,for sample copies of your ex- 
cellent paper. I think it the best thing I hav ever come 
across. R. J. Wisor. 


Kent, O., July 2, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: I desire to say that a man in our midst has 
“fallen by the wayside”—one who has drunk in the essence 
of science, whose brain has been made a receptacle or store- 
house of knowledge ; one who has filled the various positions 
of educator of science and of theology; one who has studied 
with an honest, inquiring mind both ancient and modern 
literature, and has been led by pure thoughts and pure de- 
sires to search out the great mysteries of natural, and what 
hav been termed supernatural, causes; & man whose reason- 
ing powers stand high up on the ladder of reason; one 
whose honesty of purpose has been firancially tested by his 
refusal of large salaries to advance the cause of certain 
creeds and religious dogmas and promote the unfounded 
faith and principles to be taught in church and seminary, 
but who has battled for the truth regardless of opposition, 
from higher motivs than simply to supply his physical neces- 
sities and cater to unfounded faith in others; who is now 
striking daggers to his hearers, who love to worship some- 
thing they know not of sooner than to even respect that 
which their reasons should dictate to be good and noble. 
Such is the man who dispenses knowledge from the pulpit of 
our Universalists’ church. I am glad to say he takes the 
path marked out by his reason, guided by science and well- 
demonstrated truths. He listens not to the opinion of oth. 
ers, but deals out such precepts and principles as he deems 
to be trué and just. Allow me to say that I think one such 
man can do more good in enlightening mankind than many 
.ultra-extremists and Radicals. ~ 

He courts not the favor or opinion of others, but proves 
his own in a gentle, easy, and becoming way, such as none 
can take offense at. 

Is it not too true that those who hav been brought up un- 
der orthodox instruction and who in after years learn the 
fallacy of such superstition drop into a disbelief that is not 
beneficial or reasonable ? 

Does not reason, many times, tell us of things that argu- 
ment cannot prove? Is it not best to be Agnostic in what we 
know not of ? - Is it policy or right to deny the existence of 

a supreme ruler or a ‘‘ sweet by and by " simply because we 
cannot prove, or perhaps conceive of, such to our satisfac- 
tion? Is there such a thing as premonition? If so, what is 
the cause? I hav grave doubts of the spirit of man living 
alone and separate from the physical body, and yet I see 
those in whom I hav confidence, those who are honest in 
their dealings and who hav minds seeking for knowledge, 
who say they know there are spirits who converse and make 
themselvs known to man. Must I believe them deluded or 
dishonest? May there not be many a natural law by which 
mind and matter are separated, or can be made to harmonize 
in the past and present, orin the future, and still be unknown 
to man? Are there not new laws and new forces being de- 
veloped by us, unknown to those in past ages? 

Is not conservatism in all things preferable to radicalism in 
any? While everyone has the right to believe as he may, is 
it not our duty to respect such belief, if not detrimental to 
good morals and an injury to ourselves? Is it right to dis- 
card the opinion of another until we investigate fully its 
truth ? A. D. Swan. 


ese Mass., June 25, 287. 

Mr. Eprron: Please say to W. V. Cope, Eureka, that I 
think the reason ‘why the monkey is represented in so 
many of the pictures" of Watson Heston is because Dr. 
Adam Clark, the great, famous Methodist commentator, 
decided that the serpent that tempted Mother Eve in the 
garden of Eden was an orang-outang, alias monkey; and 
that Heston, anxious to hav his illustrations perfect and full, 
realzed that they would not be complete if he omitted the 
monkey, the fourth person in the gudhead or trinity; for 
Hamlet le*t out of ‘‘ Hamlet” could not be more disastrous 
to the play than the serpent (Satan) left out of the creeds to 
the world of orthodox clergy. The old devil is everywhere; 
he goeth about everywhere in some form, seeking whom he 
may eat up. Don’t you remember when the sons of God 
assembled on a certain occasion that Satan was there also? 
Where is he not? No picture could be complete without 
him; therefore, our faithful artist does well never to omit 
him. He is always prowling around, especially at Methodist 
camp-meetings and ministerial calls. He ‘‘loves a shining 
mark, a signal blow!” He wants ever to know what is 
going on; how, when, and where to best seize his prey and 
‘drag him down to chains, darkness, and despair.” 

.By no means, Mr. Heston, dispense with the monkey, 
alias orang-outang, alias Satan, devil, and forty more sig- 
nificant titles; for he is as indispensable to the success 
of the pictures as is his presence to the orthodox clergy, who 
draw their salaries by professing to see his satanic majesty 
standing constantly before them, ready ‘like a roaring 
lion? to eat up somebody. Evia E. GIBSON. 

Poucnxxxrsrg, N. Y., July 1, 1887. 

Mr. Enron : I hav been pleased with the discussion about 
reforming the spelling of English in Taz TRUTH SEEKER by 
Mr. Pikard and Mr. Bodge. I agree with them in the desire 
and belief that such a reform is of the greatest importance, 
and is within reach if earnestly sought for. Ido not agree 
with them in details, but, as there is a wide difference in the 
ranks of spelling reformers as to the number of new letters 
required, and the uses to be made of certain forms, there is 
nothing either surprising or discouraging in the fact that 
these correspondents of yours do not agree in these matters. 
Spelling reformers know that there is time and room for 
growth, and that gradually we are approaching each other. 

My object in writing to you, however, is not to explain 
my own theories about this important matter, but to call the 
attention of Messrs. Pikard and Bodge to the fact that I 
should be willing to contribute to the scheme proposed by 
Mr. Pikard to purchase a small font of phonetic sorts to be 
owned by the Truth Seeker Co., and to be used in making 
our favorit paper a vehicle of culture in this department of 
human progress, and still more delightful to ourselvs. 

By means of it we could illustrate the different notions of 
different thinkers and inventors in alphabeties and orthoépy. 
All the young readers of. our Liberal paper would be inter- 
ested in it, and by its means would cultivate a taste and 
habit in the correct pronunciation of words. Until in gen- 
eral use, & phonetic alphabet is practically a most instructiv 
and facinating puzzle for boys and girls. If you will, Mr. 
Editor, accept a phonetic font of type from your readers, I 


AMSTERDAM, N. Y., July 6, 1887. 
Mr. Eprron: ‘‘ In those days there was no king in Israel ; 
every man did that which was right i in his own eyes” 
(Judges xxi, 25). 
Here we find Israel in a complete state of Anarchy; and, 
Nor do we find 


The church people undertook to. 


cry: 
and action, pen and purse.” 
just one, is but the cry of Anarchy. 


am sure we will get you such a nice one and keep it in such 
constant use that you will yourself come (cum) at last to fall 
in love with it, if not with its donors. 

Out of some twenty-four rules for improving the English 
spelling, TuE TRUTH Seeker, some ten years ago, adopted 
two, I think, for use throughout the paper. Many of us 
would be pleased if the editor should conclude to add one or 
two more, or to enlarge the scope of the rules he has adopted. 

When you start your list of subscribers to the phonetic 

. fund, set me down for $5. W. C. ALBRo. 


FiNDLAY, O., July. 8, 1887. 
Mr. Epiror: As your aim is to tell the truth and do jus- 


tice to all, I want to correct a statement in your paper in re- 
gard to Rev. Mr. Brown, of Allentown, N. Y. Now, there 
is such a thing as 2 minister being grossly misused, and 1 


perhaps, entirely unable to account for it. 
from the meager account that blood flowed” more freely 
at that time than when kings with iron tyranny swayed 
to and fro the submissiv Israelites. 

Now, these questions I ask, and in good faith: Are we 
unconsciously drifting toward Anarchy? Is it-a natural 
result of social evolution? Can the individual check the 
natural course of social evolution, any more than society can 
exist without the individual? Why I ask this is, that just 
now 80 many individuals are making the grandest efforts of 
their lives to shoo away Anarchy. If it is the natural result 
of social evolution, then I, for one, do not intend wasting 
energy on the inevitable; or, in common parlance, shall 
refuse to be one of the shooers. 

Look in the past, and what do we see? It is not yet 


a decade of years since one hundred thousand people made 


an unprecedented appeal to hav a law revoked that had cast 
D. M. Bennett and E. H. Hey wood in dungeons. More than 
twelve thousand letters were &ddressed to the president, be- 
seeching him to pardon the former. This was an earnest 
appeal for the Anarchy of individual morality ; that is, the 
right to print and circulate thoughts on morality as enter- 
tained by the individual. '* No restrictiv laws” was the cry. 

When we cry too much law, as thousands, yea, hundreds 
of thousands, do; when we succeed in repealing just one 
obnoxious statute; when we tell people to violate the law to 
do away with it—as, for. instance, the hotel-keepers of your 
city were recently advised by eminent counsel to do—has 
not just one more step been taken toward Anarchy? 

Has it not been said, and wisely, too, that the advance of 
nations lies in the repealing of laws, not in their enactment ? 


Then, must not nations advance through what seems to be 


but a kind of Anarchal evolution ? 

If the time comes—and who say it will not come—when 
more laws are repealed than enacted, Anarchy then must be 
inevitable. 

Some of our most brilliant and logical minds hav almost as 
much as intimated this. Col. Robert G. Ingersoll, whose 


thorough knowledge of law no one will deny, has said, in 
one of his heartfelt sermons to the struggling masses of 
laborers,. that, after all, with every recourse to law, they 
soon will discover how little can be accomplished by it. 


Now, I do not mean to infer that Mr. Ingersoll has even as 


much as inhaled the dilute aroma of Anarchy; but does he 
not intimate that a greater, a grander sense of justice must 
exist among men than that which law can giv, before men 
will cease stealing each other's labor by a system in whose 
shadows the faded reflections of chattel slavery are totally ` 
lost, when alongside this huge monster—white slavery ? 


Is it not possible that he in the dim distance sees that 


coveted haven of human love, plenty, and rest, whither our 
colossal social ship is quietly drifting, yet cannot name it ? 


There are others, too, who are ever activ in the struggle 


against law. Drs. Foote, Sr. and Jr., in making their able 
appeal to the legislature of this state not to pass another of 
Comstock’s infamous bills, bitterly fought law; and, if suc- 
cessful, they hav but scored another victory for Anarchy. 
Though they may be displeased, or, even still more, dis- 
gusted, with my attempt to taint their acts with Anarchy, yet 
to prevent the enactment, to rescind, to condemn, to violate 
a law, is it not Anarchal ? 
stand Anarchy; but the geueral diagnosis of it is the gradual 
doing away with law, when finally that state shall . be 
reached, as in Israel; ‘Every man did that which was right 
in his own eyes." 


Perhaps I do not rightly under- 


From Kansas, what do we hear? Well, only that the 
individual and law cannot harmonize. E. C. Walker and 


Lillian Harman recognized the priority of natural law over 
man's. 
are powerless to change natural law. Hence, their autono- 
mistic marriage, which is but a struggle for Anarchy. 


To elaborate further: that divine and artificial law 


Later still, and what do we hear from Virginia? That law 


is justice; and justice is law? No; but that law has invaded 
the most sacred right of the individual—the right to tell to 
another the opinions held on sex matters, under seal. 
Elmina D. Slenker is a human sex evolutionist, and has the 
same right to express herself in understandable English— 
yes, just as much so—as the fish, bird, or dog sex evolution- 


Mrs. 


ist has to express himself. 

Here, there—yes, almost everywhere—comes the unison 
** Defend her against the tyranny of law with thought 
This cry, though & supremely 
It is the struggle 
against law by a combination of individuals determined 
to hold forever the inviolability of individuality. Here the 
Anarchist and individualist hav fraternally locked arms to 
rescue individuality from the destroyer—law. Am I right? 

Dr. McGlynn, who scorns the pope and his church law, 


and bravely accepts excommunication rather than yield 
up his cherished individuality, has defied law, seeking free- 


dom through that same Anarchal road that leads to a future 
as mute as the past 

As I said before, these few questions are asked in good 
faith, and from a point of information. It is possible that 
a few people hav discovered the direction in which we are 
drifting, and hanging men, imprisoning women, and cursing 
babes will no more arrest the natural course of things than 
it. can to restrain the earth from making its daily revo- 
lutions. Ray D. CHAPMAN. 


SANTA ANA, CAL., June 80, 1887. ` 

Mr. Epiror: I hav never been partial to Mrs. Slenker as 
a writer, as she advocates the doctrins of Malthus, which 
were always very offensiv'to me. But I hav never doubted 
her sincerity and integrity, nor the purity of her motivs, and 
as J desire to enjoy the right of free speech on all subjects, 
and upon all occasions, I hav always held sacred the right 
of all others to the same privileges. 

And now that Mrs. Slenker is under arrest, my sincere and 
heartfelt sympathy is extended to her, and I must say I look 
upon her as a martyr to the cause of common humanity, and 
all should rise and speak out in her defense, and if necessary 
spend their means freely to that end. But, they say, she has 
used language unmusical and unacceptable to ears refined. 
While I am sorry for her own sake that such is the case, I 
must frankly confess that it is none of my business, and is 
the business of no one else but herself, and if people don't 
like it they are not obliged to read it. 

She had a perfect right to select her own language to 
clothe her ideas, and if her motivs were pure, the words 
could not be impure. 

Tho axiom underlying all law is that the motiv qualifies 
the deed. Itis inlaw called malicious mischief to destroy 
the property of another, but previous malice must be proved 
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to hav existed, else the prosecution must fail, for one might 
destroy another’s property in an attempt to do the owner 
thereof a kindness, and one could not justly be punished for 
an attempt to do good. Therefore should it be proved that 
Mrs. Slenker was trying to do good, she cannot lawfully be 
condemned to punishment on account of the language she 
might hav used. ; 

The mere killing of & human being is not murder; the 
motiv prompting must be considered, and that will qualify 
the deed. One may justly take the life of another in self- 
defense. But if it be proven that an evil motiv prompted the 
deed, then an indictment for murder will hold. 

So, then, in the case of Mrs. Slenker, if it shall be proven 
that she used obscene language with the intent to overthrow 

' morality, and corrupt society, then under the law the indict- 
ment will hold, and she must be sentenced accordingly; but 

` on the contrary, if it be proven (as I think it will) that she 
was laboring to elevate mankind and benefit the race, then 
must the jury decide, Not guilty, and the defendant will be 
acquitted. - ; m 

While I hold that crimes should be suppressed by law, yet 
I am against the centralization of that power in the genéral 
government. It works great hardship and injustice to the 
&ccused by taking them far from home, where they are not 
known, and where it is often difficult to procure necessary 
witnesses, greatly increases all expenses, and givs them en- 
tirely into the power of those who, not knowing them, may 
be prejudiced against them, treat them with unnecessary 
_severity, and perhaps render au unjust decision in their case. 
Everyone accused before the law should be tried as near 
home as convenient, by an unprejudiced jury of his peers, 
and by the general government. 

Iam opposed to Comstock, to the Comstock law, and to 
the corporation established to enforce the same: Their ex- 
istence is a menace to republican government. 

Free speech, free assemblage, and mails inviolable are 
indispensable to the perpetuation of liberty on this continent. 
The slimy serpent of priestcraft, which is the parent of all 
despotism, is slowly and under plausible pretexts twining his 
horrid folds around these bulwarks of liberty, and unless we 
rouse ourselvs speedily to a sense of the danger we are in it 
will soon be too late, and the sun of freedom will either set 
in a sea of blood, or rise baptized in blood to a new life. 

I must speak one word of approval of your treatment of 
the Anarchists. You are doing nobly. Let us hav justice 
to all. Iam no Anarchist, but I hav paid $3 to assist to get 
a new trial. I hav read their speeches before Judge Gary, 
and I can tell you they are noble and good men, unjustly 
condemned, and hanging them will be murder of the basest 
kind-murder which will stain a nation, unless we speak 
out, They are not guilty ! 

In regard to Mrs. Slenker, I will pay $1, and more if 
necessary, to sustain her, and see that she is not crushéd. To 
her friends I would say, Take no heed of Mother Grundy, 
but extend the hand of kindest sympathy and love to the 
gentle, the*pure, and the good. Let not the slightest re- 
proach fall upon the breaking heart of one who has volun- 
tarily placed herself in the frant of the battle to receive 
arrows the enemy hav hurled at you. We must not desert 
those who, like D. M. Bennett and Mrs. Slenker, bravely 
meet the enemy and fight the battle for human emancipation. 

: ©- G. W. THURSTON, Sr. 


TALENT, OR., June 27, 287 E.M. 

Mr. Evrror: Mr. 8. P. Putnam has shaken up the dry 
bones of the churches, and also of stagnant Liberalism, in 
this (Rogue river) valley, by delivering three lectures in Ash- 
land, one at Central Point, one at Medford, and three in the 
U. M. L. Hall here. The U. M. L. Hall has a free platform 
where nobody is debarred from speaking his honest opinions 
on &ccount of race, color, religion, or sex. We hav sent out 
challenge after challenge to the sky-pilots of this valley to 
come and defend their particular superstition on this free 
platform, but none of the regulation Andover cut has so far 
accepted our invitation. 

But honor to whom honor is honor is due—if none of the 
regulation cut ever had the courage to stand up for Jesus on 
& free platform, four Salvation Army cranks stood it for 
three meetings, and then they came to the conclusion that 
the spirit of the Lord would not manifest in that Infidel hall, 
with Paine, Bennett, and Ingersoll looking down upon their 
silly contortions. But, Mr. Editor, this is why they quit all 
at once—we kept them busy explaining Bible contradictions, 
and they had to go home to study their Bible first, and so, 
you see, the spirit of the Lord had & poor show. In fact, 
some of our sanctified Christians got up and left the hall, and 
now the regulars and the irregulars love us as you know & 

: Christian can love. 

And now, Mr. Editor, as some of your correspondents 
write to you about the phenomena of Spiritualism, I will say 
that myself and family hav given it some investigation, and 
since Mr. S. P. Putnam has given us a new God in place of 
the old one, I will giv the God of which tbis force called 
Spiritualism speaks; and I think he will compare very favor- 
ably with Mr. Putnam's new God. ‘The following lines of 
poetry were produced iu a trance at one of our circles, and 
signed, “Lakeman :” 


Our god ia in the flowers ; ’tis in the blade of grass; 

It breathes us gentle whisperings whene'er the spot we pass. 

It tells us of a grander life, one better, more sublime,  ' 

Which is to teach us nobler thoughts than we dream of at this time. 

The full unfoldment of the soul is taught by simple flowers, 

Which through the kissing of the dew, the sweet, enchanting show- 
ers, 

Springs forth a bud, and then the fragrant bloom 

Which in itself ia beauty adorned by rich perfume. 

So are our lives while on this plain 

Only waiting for the showers which are an angel train. . 

They come, but not with golden harp to sing to Christ all praises; 

They come and bring sweet love, the weaker one upraises ; 

They come. but not to favor some, others send to torment endless, 

To writhe.in everlasting pain, devoid of peace or love, friendless ; 


But with love and aspiration that reach to realms above, 

Where all is pure and lovely, and naught abounds but love; 

Where all are taught progression, to scale the winding stair; 

Where each will gather bright truths, which the higher ones pre- 
pare; : 

Get illumination from the stars to crown the earth with light, 

Which teaches mankind to be just; which teachés right is might ; 

Which says to pope and monarch, Go bow before the rod 

Of equal rights which is to rule, for that is to be God. 

We teach the plan which is to make a mortal man a man indeed, 

Which is to not cast on a Christ a load of sin, a hideous deed, 

But liv a life of useful acts, a garden where to sow 

A plant for true humanity: which will forever grow. 


appears upon the coin of the realm. Mr. Rayner’s second 
objection involves some discussion, but it is generally be- 
lieved that the Fathers of our Republic had ‘a republic in 
view. Itis a matter for regret that our institutions are not 
all that has been hoped or claimed for them.—Ep. T. 8.] 


San Franotsoo, Car., July 3, 287. 

Mz. EnıToR: I cannot longer refrain from adding my 
word of heartfelt sympathy for dear Mrs. Slenker. She has 
always been doing good for everybody whenever she could, 
all through a long life, and now, in her old age, must be at- 
tacked by the bloodhounds of Christianity. We Liberals 
must not allow her to be imprisoned for a term of months or 
maybe years; her surroundings are densely thick with.ig 
norance and superstition, and I am afraid it will go hard 
with her. But her cause is ours, and we must stand by it. 
and let these bigots see that we will defend each other be- 
cause ‘‘ we know our rights and dare maintain them.” 


Of course, some of our Materialistic friends will laugh 
when they read this, but I cannot help that. I hav done the 
same before I became an investigator. I do not know that 
spirits produce this force and intelligence; neither do Iknow 
that they do not do it. So, for want of a better name, we 
call them ‘‘spooks.” Wu. H. Brersz. 


Boston, Mass., July 8, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: In the last TRUTH SEEKER you publish an 
article headed, ‘‘ Features of the Queen's Jubilee," to some 
statements of which I beg leave to take exception. 

Speaking of the queen, you say, ‘‘She is their sovereign 
by divine right, transmitted to her from the deity through 
the offices of his ministers. At least, such is the theory." 
Please giv your authority for this statement. I am an 
Englishman, born and brought up there, and hav received, 
perhaps, a somewhat limited education, but never before 
heard or read of such a theory. On the contrary, hav al- 
ways understood that our kings and queens were appointed 
to the office of head of the nation by the nation’s representa- 
tivs, according to & fixed rule or law. Indeed, the oath 
administered to members of Parliament distinctly states they 
sball be ‘loyal to her majesty, as by ‘aw appointed.” The 
rule is that the eldest son, or, lacking a male; the eldest 
daughter of the Jast or some previous incumbent shall be 
appointed, subject ‘to certain conditions, viz., that he shall 
be sane and morally fit to govern, and shall profess a belief 
in the Protestant religion. Divinity has nothing to do with 
the appointment any more than it has with the appointment 
of a king or president of these United States. In neither 
case is the candidate appointed directly by the whole people, 
but by a few who are supposed to represent them. In each 
case there is a rule or restriction on their choice. Our rule 
being more stringent than yours, our representativs are less 
free to put in the wrong man than yours are. I refer you to 
the Tilden steal, for instance. Your rule simply states that 
the candidate must be nativ-born; ours goes further and 
says he must be a lineal descendant of some previous incum- 
bent, and also comply with the conditions I hav named. If 
the candidate fulfils these conditions, not all the bribery or 
corruption in the world will keep him out. This may hav 
happened in the barbaric ages, but it is not likely to happen 
in our time. ; 

One kig did think he bad a divine right to rule. and lost 
his head in tryingto convince the people of it. There may 
hav been others since who hav'thougbt the same; if so, they 
hav been wise enough to keep it to themselvs. 

There is oneother statement in your article I wish to speak 
about. You say, *If the American people wished for the 
continuance of monarchy in England, they were very incon- 
sistent in fighting against it in this country." I never had 
the-time nor the inclination to read book histories of nations, 
for I hav an idea that the best of them are unreliable. My 
information of the past is gained from the writers in the pub- 
lic press of the day. If these giv wrong information, some 
other writer is sure to attack the untruth and try to stop the 
damage done, while your writer in book shape givs no room 
for the opponent’s case. All histories are partial and biased. 
How many histories of your late civil war are there? and 
which one of them is the real, true one? Now, as far as mv 
limited information goes, the’ rebellious colonists in this 
country did not fight against monarchial institutions assuch, 
but against a ** wrong” done them under that system, just 
as the Southern people fought against a wrong done them 
under republican institutions, and stil] remained republicans. 
So I believe the majority of the colonists were still monarch- 
ists even after their successful rebellion, but were unable to 
adopt that system of government for the same reasons that 
they did not adopt a state religion. There were too many 
‘isms ” in their politics, the same as in their religion. 

There never was a system of government devised but what 
wrong could be done under it. Iam living in a community 
that constantly boast that their town is the center of the 
universe. They callitthe Hub. "They boast they hav got 
the best system of education in the world, and that they are 
possessed of the ' cradle of liberty." ‘Yet it is only a few 
days ago this “cradle of liberty" was surrounded by a howl- 
ing mob, who threatened its destruction because a few of 


their fellow-citizens claimed the right to meet in it and ex- | 


press their honest opinion. 

I don’t decry your republic because of this intolerance. 
We hav it in England; it is everywhere. It appears to be 
omnipotent; it seems to hav always existed, and promises 
never to die. It exists in every community, no matter under 
what system of government. I was & republican long be. 
fore I lived under the Stars and Stripes. Iam one still, but 
I confess my ideal republic has not been realized. Iam dis. 
appointed in yours, but I hav faith that it wil be better in 
the future. True liberty and freedom is not generally ac. 
cepted here. I fail to find any more of it here than in Eng- 
land. We may all get it, perhaps, in the sweet by-and-by. 

Tuomas RAYNER. 

[Our correspondent should remember that the sovereigns 
of England hav the crown placed upon their heads by a 
bishop of the church, and he should regard the expression 
to which he objects as having reference to that fact. Theo- 
retically, as remarked, a sovereign of England is such by the 

! grace of God—'* Deé gratia,” to put it in the form in which it 


SEEKER: 
firmed Spiritualist, having some thirty years ago experienced 
what, to her mind, was conclusiv evidence for this belief, 
and notwithstanding she and Mrs. Slenker would differ 
widely on this subject, she is a Liberal in the true sense of 


Respectfully, Mrs. E. M. Hansson. 


f Baxer’s CORNER, IND., June 21, 1887. 
Mr. Eprron: Inclosed find $2. Please forward three 


copíes of Aunt Elmina’s “ Little Lessons for Little Folks." 
The remaining 80 cents is a donation to Mrs. Slenker from 


Mrs. Rachel H. Baker, an old subscriber to Tug TRUTA 
She is now in her seventy-fifth year and a con- 


the term, and a humanitarian, too; therefore, she sympa-* 
thizes deeply with Mrs. Slenker in her dark days of persecu- 
tion, being more capable of doing so from the fact that she 
herself bas, to some extent, had a taste of this bitter pil], hav- 


ing since her early days been a Freethinker, and likewise 


been a strong advocate of equal suffrage. Her father was 
disowned by the society of Friends on account of entertain- 
ing views too Liberal for the church’s circumscribed sphere. 
This circumstance had & tendency to encourage her in her 
Freethought ideas, and so by degrees she became what is 
termed a confirmed Infidel; and she, with the helping hand 
of her companion, has succeeded in rearing a family, six of 
whom are living, all grown to the age of manhood and 
womanhood, and I am proud to say none hav any affinity 
for the orthodox church, as the writer of this letters happens 
to be a member of aforesaid family. Sarau F. BAKER. 


FARLINVILLE, June 80, 1887. 

Mz. Epiror: As Mrs. Elmina Drake Slenker has been ar- 
rested as a law-breaker, and as she does not seem disposed 
to dodge the issue, it is eminently proper that the public 
should know just what that issue is—that they should know 
what she has done 

Mrs. Slenker has for years been before the public as an 
author, critic, and educator, and her talents hav been 
acknowledged to be of a superior order. But she has been 
engaged in other work besides this, and those who hav 
known her best in this new field are the oncs who can tes- 
tify to her sincerity, honesty, perseverance, and pure inten- 
tions. 

I hav enjoyed the privilege of being one of her correspond- 
ents for the last five years. She has been enthusiastic in her . 
advocacy of ** Alphaism,” and had quite an array of facts in | 
support of her pet theory. But in order to get at all the 
bottom facts, she requested her correspondents to communi- 
cate their own private experiences or the well-authenticated 
experiences of others touching the cause of birthmarks, 
hybridization, in the vegetable as well as the animal king- 
dom, in order to ascertain the value, force, and extent of 
pre-natal influences. Experiences flowed in that were varied, 
unique, and interesting, but here a new difficulty had to be 
met. As her correspondence widened it took in a class of 
persons who had very interesting experiences and facts to 
relate, but were unacquainted with the scientific terms or- 
dinarily used in medical books, and the only way to get at 
what they knew was to let them tell their story in their own 
way. (And here I would. remark, parenthetically, that & 
person who has investigated would be surprised at the small 
number of men and women of ordinary intelligence who can 
converse intelligently on physiology, especially scxual 
physiology; not because they do not know, but because 
they are not acquainted with the proper scientific terms 
with which to convey their idcas.) And in relating their ex- 
periences they sometimes used words that I had only heard 
used by the baser sort of people, and because of such asso- 
ciation they were shocking. But Elmina said: “If I can 
obtain the facts in no other way, let them come that way. If . 
diamonds are buried in filth, we dig for them justthe same.” 

These letters of experiences hav been sent to those of El- 
mina’s corréspondents who desired to investigate that sub- 
ject, and no others; she nevcr sent them to any but those 
she believed to be sincere. And now, as to thc result of this 
work of hers, I will say that I do not know of a single in- 
stance where it has worked mischicf, but I do know of fam- 
ilies that bav been made happier by this correspondence. I 
know of a husband and wife who quarreled like cats and dogs 
wbo now liv together with mutual respect. I know of one 
young girl on the very verge of ruin who was saved by the 
counsel, advice, and information given her by Elmina &nd 
her corps of correspondents; and I know of thousands of 
others who are living in misery and degradation, and are 
peopling the world with a generation of vicious and inca- 
pable children, all through ignorance, who might become 
good and useful citizens by a little wholesome information 
about themselvs. Whatever Elmina has done has been 
prompted by a pure and noble purpose, and she stands be- 
fore us to-day a noble example of unselfish and untiring de- 
votion to the best interests of humanity. ''The very head 
and front of her offending hath this cxtent—no more." 

H. E. Dzwuy. 
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Children’s Garner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 


this Corner should. be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day'8 occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


Rome Wasn't Built in a Day. 


The boy who does a atroke, and stops, 
Will ne'er a great man be; 

"Tis the aggregate of single drops 
That makes the sea the sea. 


Not all at once the morning streams 
Its gold above the gray; 

It takes a thousand little beams 
To make the day the day. 


Upon the orchard rain must fall, 
And soak from branch to root, 

And buds must bloom and fade withal, 
Before the fruit is fruit. 


The farmer needs must sow and till 
And wait the wheaten head, 

Then cradle, thresh, and zo to mill, 
Before his bread is bread. 


Swift heels may get the early shout, 
But, spite of all the din. 
It is the patient ho'ding out 
That makes the winner win. 
—Alice Cary. 
0 -—————————— 


The Strength of the Hills. 


My thoughts go home to that old brown house, 
With its low roof sloping down to the east, 
And its garden fragrant with roses and thymo, 
That blossom no longer except in rhyme, 

Where the honey-bees used to feast. 


Afar in the west the great hills rose, 
Silent and steadfast, and gloomy and gray, 
I thought they were giants, and doomed to keep 
Their watch, while the world should wake or sleep, 
Tillthe trump should sound on the judgment 
day. 


I used to wonder of what they dreamed 
As they brooded there in their silent might, 
While March winds smite them, or June rains fell, 
Or the snows of winter their ghostly spell 
Wrought in the long and lonesome night. 


They remembered a younger world than ours, 
Before the trees on that top were born. 

When the old brown honse was itself a tree, 

And waste were the fields where now you see 
The winds astir in the tasseled corn. 


And I was as young as the hills were old, 
And the world was warm with the breath of 
spring, 
And the roses red and the lilies white 
Budded and bloomed for my heart’s delight, 
And the birds in my heart began to sing. 


But calm in the distance tha great hills rose, 
Deaf unto raptures and dumb unto pain, 
Since they knew that Joy is the motber of Grief. 
And remembered a batterfly'a life is brief, 
And the sun sets only to rise again. 
They will brood and dream, and be silent as now, 
When the youngest children alive to-day 
Hav grown to be women and men, grown old, 
And gone from the world like a tale that is told, 
And even those Echo forgets to-day. 
—Loutse Chand'er Moulton in Harper's, 


——————— 9 9 ——— —- 
Memory Gems. 


From the Works of Thomas Paine. 
learned and recited by the children. 


He pities the plumage, but forgets the dy- 
ing bird. 

His natural rights are the foundation of all 
his civil rights. i 


To be 


Lay then the ax to the root, and teach gov- 
ernments humanity. ' 


Man was his high and only title, and a 
higher cannot be given him. 


Natural rights are those which always ap- 
pertain to man in right of his existence. 


Civil rights are those which appertain to 
man in right of his being a member of soci- 
' ety. 
When it becomes necessary to do a thing, 
` the whole heart should joio in the measure, 
or it should not be attempted. 


The duty of mau is not & wilderness of 
turnpike gates, through which he is to pass 
by tickets from one to the other. 


Man did not enter into society to become 
worse than he was before, nor to hav less 
rights than he had before, but to hav those 
rights better secured. 


When a set of artful men pretended, 
through the medium of oracles, to hold in- 
tercourse with thé deity, as familiarly as they 
now march up the back stairs in European 
courts, the world was completely under the 
government of superstition. The oracles 
were consulted, and whatever they were made 
to say became the law; and this sort of gov- 
ernment lasted just as long as this sort of 
superstition lasted. 


When I contemplate the natural dignity of 


man, when I feel (for nature has not been! happy. You may think this letter sounds : 


kind enough to me to blunt my feelings) for 
the honor and happiness of its character, I 
‘become irritated at the attempt to govern 
mankind by force and fraud, as if they were 
all knaves and fools, and can scarcely avoid 
feeling disgust for those who are thus im- 


posed upon. 8. H. W. 


—— 4 -99——————— 
Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—REBUS. 


A memorable epoch in history. 


2.—DELETETIONS. 
A monk's hood of its front bereft, 
But a nocturnal bird is left. 
But clip the monkish tile behind, 
A female bovine then we find. 
Irwin, Ta. J. K. P. BAKER. 


3.—ORNTRAL AGROSTIO OR HOURGLASS PUZZLE. 


— e m 
3382339 
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Write the names of the seven objects, be- 
gioning atthe top. They will form an hour- 
glass. The central letters, taken downward, 
will giv the name of the surrounding objects. 
ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'S CORNER 

JULY 9, 1887. 


1.-8almon, Cain, Lot, Jacob, Adam, Isaac. 

2.-Hare-bell. : 

8-We ought always to esteem others 
above ourselvs. : 


Correspondence, 


West Surron, Mass., July 11, 1887... 

Dear Miss Wixon: I write to tell you how 
we spent the Fourth of July. I invited some 
of my acquaintances to visit me. We had 
presents. Among them were rockets and 
Roman candles. We sang ‘‘ America,” and 
would hav read the Declaration of Independ- 
ence, but did not hav it at hand. ^ 
: The Story Hour” has been put in our 
village library. I like it very much. I read 
some of it to my grandmother, who is almost 
eighty-seven years old. I wish all boys and 
girls conld hav a copy of it, but if they are 
too poor to buy one, it is a good thing to hav 
it in the library, so that all can read it. 

This being my first letter, I will close now, 
hoping the rest of the correspondents will 
write and tell us how they spent the Fourth 
of July. Yours with respect, 

Luoy W. Puetpes. 


[That was an excellent way of spending 
the auniversary of our national Independ- 
ence, and another year we trust it will be 
very generally observed in the same manner, 
and the reading of that great document, the 
Declaration of Independence, should not be 
omitted. Some time we will print it in the 
Children’s Corner, that all may hav a copy 
for preservation.—Ep. C. C.] 


GnaEENOASTLE, Inp., July 6, 1887. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I suppose you will be 
surprised to get a letter from me, but I hav 
Started three letters to you, one piece of 
poetry, and a piece of prose, but never had 
patience enough to finish them; but I will 
_try and get this one sent off before I think of 
it. My papa is a jeweler by trade, and of 
course I am trying to be saleslady for him, as 
he hires no one, and Iam very proud of my 
situation in life, and not only my life, but of 
my father’s life, as he neither drinks, smokes, 
nor chews, and it is almost needless to men- 
tion my mother’s life, because she is always 


rather old for a girl of eleven years, but I am 
old in my actions and talk. Just one month 
from to-day is my birthday, and so far in my 
years it is the happiest day of my life. Thad 
a splendid time here the Fourth of July— 
baby shows, dancing picnics, and fireworks. 
I try to be good and go to Sunday-school like 
my school-mates, but it was not born in me 
to sit singing hymn after hymn, and hear a 
preacher. About a month ago, two of my 
school-mates were up to my house, and the 
Bible was on the table. One of the girls 
stepped up and took it, and she and the other 
girl looked at it, and then would say some- 
thing about the pictures; then they would 
look at me to tell them something. AN I 
could say was, ** Yes," and nod my head. 

Well, for fear you are like other people— 
impatient of reading nonsense—I will close 
for this time. I remain, 

Your true friend, Idan Borzy. 

P.S.—I hope this will be good enough to 

put in print. 


Mrs. Jessie Brewster writes: ‘‘I think you 
you are doing a grand and good work, and I 
like to be allowed to help in any small way I 
can.” ‘ 

[We are obliged to our friend for her good 
opinion, and hope ever to deserve it. She 
will please accept our thanks for her in- 
teresting article, and we assure her she will 
always find a hearty welcome in the Corner.— 
Ep. C. C.] 3 


Science Column. 


. About Monkeys. 


In the warm, forest-clad land of Africa 
there. liv a great many kinds of monkeys. 
They are divided into tribes and families that 
differ from each other as much as the differ- 
ent races of men. There are large and small, 
fierce and gentle, tailed and tailless tribes. If 
we were to dig down into the earth ever so 
far under the great African forests, we should 
still find the bones of monkeys, showing that 
those who liv there now are but the children 
of others who hav lived and died in the same 
place through countless generations. The 
farther we dig down, however, the more dif- 
ference do we find between the remains of 
the old monkeys who lived here ages ago and 
of those who hav recently died. ` 

Nothing in this world of ours ever stands 
still. Tbe conditions of life hav been and 
are continually changing. Animals and 
plants must change too, and become adapted 
to the new conditions, and so they hav been 
departing more and more from the original 
forms until new species hav been modified 
from the old; and the old forms, not being so 
well adapted to their changed surroundings, 
were worsted in the struggle for life, and hav 
been gradually crowded out of existence. In 
this way whole tribes and families hav be- 
come extinct, and new ones taken their 
places. 

You can easily see how naturally this 
would come about if you will imagin the 
climate in any warm country to be from year 
to year growing colder. It would be reason- 
able to suppose that those animals who 
chanced to hav the thickest coat of fur and 
hardy constitutions would survive those not 
so favored. As the cold increased the 
weaker and more delicate animals would die, 
vegetable food would become scarcer, and 
the animals who survived would est more 
flesh and thus become stronger and fiercer. 
Those among them who were strongest and 
best formed for swift running would hav the 
advantage in obtaining food, and in this way 


avery different animal would be modifed,- 


and grow up frem the old stock that inhabited 
the warm climate. This illustration is very 
imperfect and will not bear close criticism, 
but it will serve to show you how those 
changes may come about. 

It is among those extinct tribes of monkeys 
who hav been exterminated by some such 
means that we must look for the early pro- 
genitor of man. Not a trace of him has yet 
been found. Some great and wise men, how- 
ever, hav devoted their whole lives to the 
study of this subject, and are able to giv us 
an idea of what our ancestors were like when 
they lived and moved and had their being on 
this earth centuries and centuries ago. 

As time goes on, and you children hav 
grown to be old men and women, and hav 
each of you done all you can toward the fur- 
ther enlightenment of our race, the world 
will then only begin to realize the debt of 
gratitude it owes to Mr. Charles Darwin for 
his long years of patient search after truth, 
and the light he has thrown upon our origin, 
that most interesting question to all people of 
intelligence. 

Ages ago, so long that your young minds 
cannot grasp the length of time, there lived, 


probably, in the forests of Africa a strange, 


ape-like creature, who had descended from 
the catarrhine monkeys. They walked upon 
two legs as we do, but their feet were quite 
differently formed, and were more like hands. 
The great toe was much shorter, and pro- 
jected at an angle from the side of the foot 
as our thumbs do from our hands. This 
enabled the creature to use his feet in climb- 
ing the trees in which he lived. He could 
grasp the branches with his feet as easily as 
with his hands, and could swing himself 
from branch to branch with great rapidity. 
His arms were very long, a tail depended 


from his body, and he was completely covered | 


with hair. The males and females both had 
beards. Their hearing was very acute, and 
they had sharp-pointed ears, which they 
could move about in any direction; if a slight 
noise attracted their attention, they could 
direct their ears to that point, and thus be 


quickly warned of approaching danger. 


Their eyes were very peculiar, having a 
third eyelid, which could be drawn very 
rapidly across the eyeball, such as you hav 
observed in birds. 

These creatures were very fierce, and some- 


times fought each other iù a dreadful manner, 


using their great canine teeth as weapons. 
This animal was the ancestor of mankind, 
and I am afraid this is not a very flattering 
picture I hav drawn of our relativ. But if 
some spirit medium would only confer upon 
us a real benefit, by materializing him for our 
better acquaintance, a cautious interview 
with him might reveal to us some very excel- 
lent qualities that do not appear in the pict- 
ure. In any case, Mr. Darwin tells us we 
should not be ashamed of him. This is what 
he says: “The most humble organism is 


something much higher than the inorganic ` 


dust beneath our feet, and no one with an 
unbiased mind can study any living creature, 
however humble, without being struck with 
its marvelous structure and properties.” 
JESSIE BREWSTER. 


QUESTIONS. —What of the race of monkeys? By 
what means do new species appear on the earth ? 
State how great changes sometimes come about. 
Where must we look for the progenitors of the 
primitiv man? To what scientist do we owe a 
debt of gratitude? What can you tell of the 
ancient ape of Africa? Describe his appearance. 
Who was this strange creature suppored to be the 
ancestor of? Should we be ashamed to own an 
ape for an ancestor? State what Darwin says. 
Which is superior— inorganic dust or organic mat- 
ter? What is the Bible idea of the origin of man? 
Is it sensible or reasonable? Ought we to accept 
unreasonable stories as facta? 


REDUCED TO $1.00. 
THE STORY HOUR: 
A Book for Children and Youth. 
BY MISS SUSAN H. WIXON. 

Over & hundred fine illustrations. 


FREETHOUGHTY *OVELS, 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radical romance. By Wm. McDonnell 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 


90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. € 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature, Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 
ect to find. in such a marked degree, even 
rom s0 gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks." Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A SPLENDID WORK. 
Mr. Charles Eckhard, treasurer of the American 
Secular Union, has published 


THE NINE DEMANDS 


in a more attractiv form than any in which they 
hay previously appeared. At the head of an en- 
graving on heavy plate paper, 24x19 inches, are 
the cabinet-sized likenesses of JEFFERSON, 
WASHINGTON, and PAINE, the Fathers of our 
Bepublic. At the sides are FRANKLIN and 
JOHN ADAMS, and between these two are 
printed the Nine Demands of the American Secu- 
lar Union in consrnicuous type. At the foot are 
LAFAYETTE, GIRARD. and INGERSOLL, 
making eight Jikenesses in all. Iuscribed be- 
neath each portrait is some radical sentiment 
quoted from the author pictured over it. In the 
space between the Portraits and around them are 
arabesques of vines and flowers in profusion, and 
the panel inclosing the Nine Demands is sur- 
mounted on each corner by Mr. Eckhard’s design 
of the flag above the cross. The whole makes an 
exceedingly handsome work for framing, The 


artistic part is equal to the best, and the portraits . 


are astrue to nature as the photographs from 
which they were transferred. The design will be 
sent postpaid by mail for $1 by : 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, Néw York. 
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Ingersolls Works. 
The Gods. Paper, 50 ets; cloth, $1. 


In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
* Humboldt,” ** Thomas Paine,” ** Individual. 
ity,” and “ Heretios and Heregies.” 


The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: “ The Ghosts,” “ Liberty for Man, 
oman, and Child,” “The Declaration of In- 
dependence,” “About Farming in Illinois," 

* ihe Grant Banquet," “The Hev. Alexander 
Olark," “The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and ** A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25. 


Interviews on Talmage, Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. 


What Must We Doto Be Saved? Pa- 


per, 25 cents, " : 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
Orthodoxy. 56 pages, l2mo, paper, 
10 cents, $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. . . 
Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3, 
, Millions of these should be circulated. 
Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents. 


Ingersoll's Lectures Complete. 
ound in one volume, To meet the demand 
for Mr. Ingersoll's works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on “ Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
peges, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 
Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr, Ingersoll’s * Tribute to 
is Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 
“Little Harry Miller's Grave," that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
to any address, for 60cta, or either one for idcts. 
Prose Poems and Selections. This 
“new book isa gem. Itis a model in eyery re- 
“Bpect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the çel- 
ebrated *' Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all ihe famous “ tributes.” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versations of the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
urpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and side, 32.50; in half calf, mott. ed edges, ele- 
gant library atyle, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


Life. A Prose Poem. Printed in 


eolors on board, beveled gilt edges. 50 cents. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
boudoir, $1; cabinet. 40 centa, ` 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


J. E. Remsburg's Works. 


Faise Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. ong 
the subjects considered by Mr, Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman’s Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 

„Church and the Republic. A 

Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Boripture Falsehood and 
Deception ; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars of 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Porseontion; Injustice to Woman; 
Uuhiusuress to Children; | Cruelty.to Animals ; 

. Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy: Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents ; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads; Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Beriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
&bb ath during the Middle Ages: The Puritan 

abbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 

cholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 25 cents; six copies, $1.00. 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 


ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the story 
of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates bs name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. owe extracts from ‘t Common Sense,” 

' * American Crisis,” “Rightsof Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine's 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paime. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. . 

Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 oents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 

The Apostle of Liberty. An address 


delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention, January 29, 1884. Price, 


10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


myMedical Compound and Improyed A 
Elastic Supporter Truss injrom 30 to Ni 
90 days. Reliable references given, Send 

stamp for circular, and say in what papet 
you nato my advertisement. Address Capt, 


YW. A. Collings, Smithville, Jefferson Co. N. Ta 
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WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 
. Was Jesus an Impostor? A debate between a 
Scotch novelist, Agnes Rollo Wilkie, and Arthur 


The best conducted debate of modern 
100 pp., 35 cts. 


B. Moss. 
times. 
thought 
25 cts. 


5 ets. 
Fictitious 


The Old Faith and the New. 5cts. Brunoand, 
Spinoza. 5 cts. 


5cte. Mir 
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Biblical Errors and Secular ‘truths. 95 
cts, Two Revelations. 
Real Basphemy. 5 cts. 
Bible Sainta—Nos. 1, 2, and 3. 
vs, Darwin, 6 Cte. ; 
Christianity a Degrading Religion. 


NEW YORK: 


By AUNT ELMINA 


LITTLE FOLKS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 
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ITTLE# LESSONS 


Reported for the “ Truth Seeke ” by 
I. N. BAKER, 


and Printed by Permission of 
the Author, 


New YORK: 


The Mirror of Free- 
50 cts. The Bible and Darwinism. 
5cta, Bible Horrors; or, 
Bible Makers. 6 cts. 
Each 5 cts. Moses 
Socrates, Buddha, and Jesus. 
5 Cts. 
Gods. 5 cts, Natural Man. 5 cts. 
Th- Bible God and His Favorits. 


acle-Workers. 5cts. Health, Wealth, ; 


aud Happiness, 5cts. The Brain and the Soul. | 


5 cts. 


Animals, 


Address Watts and Oo., 17 Johnson's Court | 
E.C., London, Eng. 


Nature and the Gods.. 5 cts. 
Natural Selection. 5 cts. 


Design and | 
Man and the Lower 
5 cts. 


Sik 
PRiCe.+¥ CENTS. 


PRICE, & CENTS. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 
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LIQUOR ERINKING 


Commended, Defended, end Enjoined 
by the Bible. 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


This is a companion book to Remsburg's ** Bible 
Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE WATCH OF THE FUTURE. 


The new, latest improved i4 karat filled gold 
watches are the bess and must durable in the 
world for little money. Pnees again reduced. 
Seven jewels, $25; 11 jewels, $27.0; 15 jewels, $30. 
Same, adjusted to hextand cold, $34, Ladies’, 7 
j'weled, $20; 11, $22; 15, $28; with glass inside cap, 
$3 less; Louis XIV. style. $8 more; all best Ameri- 
can hunting stem-winders; open face, gold cap, 
$3 less; open screw case, $6 less; all cases accom- 
panied by manufacturers and my guarantee for 
20 years, Above movements in 3 ounce silver 
cages, $13 leas; 4 ounce, $12 less; 5 ounce, $10 50; 
and 6 ounce, $9 Jess. All guaranteed one year and 
seut prepaid, if on line of American Express 
oftice or per registered mail, subject to approval, 
and cash refunded if nor satiufactory. 

WATCH WORK. 


Send me your watches to be repaired. Inclose 
$1 for cleaning; springs, $1; jeweix, $1, and I will 
return in Perfect order prepaid. Best spectacles 
or eyeglasses in the worid, $1, prepaid in case. 
Send line finest print yon can read 14 inches from 
eyes without glasses. OTTO WETTSTEIN. L 

_ Rochelle, Ill. 

Agents wanted to sell my beautiful Freethuught 
badge-pins and charms, and to send watch work 
in lots. Liberal discounts. 


ingersoll’s Tributes. 


REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr, Inger- 
soll's at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram 
ing. The titles are: 

The Vision of War, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller?s Grave. 

The price of these heretofore has been "5cta. We 
offer them at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; THE 
THREE FOR FORTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

28 Lafayette P1.. New York. 


ROMANISM, 


OR 


DANGER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why & Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


Prog, - - = - «= 40 CENTA. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Our Flag Above the Cross. 


This device is for 
paper aud envel- 
opes for Secular 
Unions and others. 


PRICES: 


Hatf-note, bl’k ink, 
per quire, . .18 
Envelopes, black 
ink, per pack, .18 
Paper or envelopes 
with local ad- 
x dress, 1,000, $6.00 
aN Half-note, 4 colors, 
Ñ perquire, . .25 
Envelopes, colors, 
per pack, . .25 
Paper or envelopes 
4 colors, with lo- 
cal address, per 
1,000, . $10.00 
Address 


Tho Truth Seeker. 


COPYRIGHTED. - 


Any profit from sales will be devoted to the free 
distribution of Liberal literature. 


DR. J. L. YORE, 


The noted Western Liberal orator, started on 
his Eastern lecture tour May ist, to spear at 
Sacramento on May 8th, at Salt Lake City, May 
15th and 22d, at Canon City. Col., May 29th, at Den- 
ver, Ovl., June 5th aud 12th; and at Garden City; 
Dodge City, Kan.; Ottumwa, Iowa: Chicago, Ill; 
Grand Rapids, M ch ; Columbus. Alliance, Akron; 
Ohio; Lrnesville, Pittsburgh. Philadelphia, Pa.; 
New York, N. Y.; Boston, Mass.; Albany, Troy. 
Rochester, Batavia, Buffalo, N. Y.; Cleveland, O., 
and at other points on or near the line, should the 
friends desire it, and leave the latch-8tring out, 
at liv and let-liv rates. 

Don't miss a rare treat, and Freethinkers and 
Liberals desiring to arrange with the Doctor, 
please address without delay, in care of Chess 
Brothers, Garden City, Kan.; Thos. J. Truss, 
Denver, Colorado; William Lindsay, Ottumwa, 
Iowa; E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake street, 
Chicgao, Ill: D. A. Blodget, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
R. H. Ralston, Columbus, Ohio; Roman Btaly, 86 
Diamond strett, Pittsburgh, Pa., Geo. Longford, 
1106 Leopard 8t., Philadelphia, Pa.; Truth Seeker 
office, *ew York city; Investigator office, Boston, 
Mass.; H. L. Green, 165 Delevan av., Buffalo, N.Y.; 
N. Hexter, Cleveland, Ohio. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland. Editors; Jos. Burgher and 
E L. browne, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization entere 
prige,the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generally 
to the practical solution of the problem of Integral 
Ce-wmegtion. Price, $1 a year; 50 cents for six 
months. ?* aants for three mantha `. 
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Price, 35 cents. 
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Poetry. 


The Dying Agnostic. 


Nay, weeping friends, I want no priest 
To mar my peace with bootless strife, 
Ere Death's cold kindness hath released 
Me from the prison-house of life. 
Too oft big craft to scor» I've laughed 
To send him now a &uppliant cry; 
Serene I drain the welcome dranght, 
And, smiling, tell you, * Thus I die !” 
Yea, though the darksome shades of death 
_ Are closing fast around my head— 
Though well I know my failing breath 
Will leave me soon with half unsaid— 
My brain is clear, my will is strong, 
From superstition still I'm free; 
Nor tear-filled eye nor faltering tongue 
Shall wring one recreant word from me. 


Nay, wherefore weep? Your God, you say, 
Is love supreme, enthroned above. 

Can the mistakes of Jife’s short day 

' Then separate me from that love? 

Your creed you mock with idle fears 
When mourning o'er my future lot; 

You do but waste your bitter tears 
On one who knows he needs them not. 


And when beneath the daisied sod 
You lay away my worn-out frame, 
Pray let no black-rabed “ priest of God " 
Advance for ine to heaven a claim. 
Rather let one who shared my faith 
Te!'l of the truths I loved indeed, 
How Reason’s lamp illumed my path, 
How * to do good” was all my creed. 


And aye the stars wil! shine as clear, 

The grass grow g~een, the loud wind swell, 
As o’er the saint God holds most dear, 

Over me whom men dub “ Infidel.” 
And whether life or naught may be 

Beyond the grave’s mysterious gate, 
Guarded by Death, awaiting me, 

I bow submissiv to my fate. 

—George Gubertson 1n the Secular Review. 


——— — 3979—9———————— 


A Good Temperance Story. 


Jack was full of clams and beer. The beer 
was nothing new in Jack's experience, but 
the clams were something of a novelty to 
him. He had been spending the Fourth at 
Glen Island, and had partaken so freely of 
both the solid and the liquid tbat he was 
puzzled as to which to attribute his unsteady 
gait. It was 1 o'clock in the morning. He 
had just left the elevated railroad, and was 
zigzagging homeward with his white hat on 
the back of his head and his hands in his 
pockets, singing softly to himself : 

The Man in the Moon is looking, love ; 
. Hes winking, love; he’s blinking, love; 
And each little star will tell—— 

Here Jack ran against & tree and lost the 
`- thread of his song. After recovering his hat, 
which had rolled in the gutter, Jack resumed 
his journey, and, turning up a quiet side 
street, climbed up a front stoop, and sat down 
upon the topmost step. The moon was shin. 
ing brightly, and paling the street lamps. 
The horizon was lit up with & glow like that 
of a prairie fire, and the chimneys across the 
way stood out black and distinct against the 
glowing background. From far down the 
street he could hear a party of serenaders 
singing an old song which sounded familiar 
to him. Jack was beginning to get sobered. 
He put his hollowed hand behind his ear and 
listened. Yes, although he could not hear 
the words, the serenaders were so far away, 
he could supply them himself: 

There's a heart beating for somebody, 
Lighting the home he loves best, 
Warming the bosom of somebody— 
Warming the bosom of somebody; ob ! 
. and the ** Oh !” came wafted down the strect 
in a tuneful little cadence which died away 
like a sob in the distance. The song brought 
to Jack's remembrance an old-fashioned farm- 
house on a Vermont hillside. There were 
horse-hair chairs in the room, and a picture 
of Washington and his family on the wall. 
In the corner stood a little melodeon with a 
squeaky bellows, the complaining of which 
he could hear even now through all the inter- 
vening years. Before the melodeon sat a 
young girl whose blue scarf matched the color 
of her eyes, and who was playing the very 
tune he had just heard. The ‘‘ Oh!" at the 
‘end of the song came softly to him out of the 
past, and it seemed to Jack to hav something 
of regret in it. Jack took off his hat and ran 
his hands through his hair. He lapsed into 
reminiscence again, and remembered how he 
had married the blue-eyed girl and brought 
her to the big, roaring city ; how the babies 
had come one after another until they had 
three; how his “little woman's" eyes had 
lost some of their luster from weeping, and 
how he stayed out o' nights drinking beer 
when he should hav been home looking after 
the welfare of his wife aud babies. By this 


time Jack was thoroughly sobered and re. | 


pentant. 
key, but the key wasn’t there. 


He felt in his pocket for his latch- 
He didn't 
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care to ring the bell, because he was afraid | * Well, we'll call it square then, and start 


of his wife’s anger. The window had been 
left up because the night was warm, but he 
thrust his hands between the blind slats and 
tried to undo the fastening. A low growl 
made him withdraw his hand quickly. Then 
it oceurred to him that it was only his setter 
dog, and he whistled softly to the dog and 
the animal whined a recognition. After 
struggling with the fastening until he suc- 
ceeded in unfastening the window, he lodged 
on the window sill, when he tried to climb in, 
and, loaded as he was, teetered back and 
forth, at the imminent risk of tumbling into 
the stone basement below. At last he rolled 
into the room with a thump which shook the 
whole house. He had just gathered up his 
bruised body and placed it upon the sofa, 
when the door opened and his wife made her 
Appearance. 

* So you've returned, hav you,” said she, 
sarcastically, while her eyes blazed like ardent 
coals. *' The baby is sick with the croup up- 
stairs, but of course you don’t care anything 
about that. We might all be taken down 
with the cholera and you wouldn’t know any- 
thing about it. I suppose you've had a very 
pleasant time to-day with your friends and 
are as drunk as usual. This thing has gone 
on as long as it is possible to last. Iam per- 
fectly satisfied that you hav been unfaithful 
to me, and I hav sufficient grounds for & 
divorce. Get down, Rover. I.could curse 
you, sir. Even the dog is a better protector 
than you are. I hate you. Thats what I 
think of you,” and she struck him a blow in 
the face with the flat of her hand which made 
his head ring. ''Oh, you deceitful wretch, 
if I had a pistol I would shoot you,” she con- 
tinued. : 

Jack gritted his teeth together and clenched 
his hands. He half arose from the sofa and 
then his good sense prevailed, and he re- 
sumed his seat. The door closed with a 
bang behind his wife, and he was left alone 
in the room with the dog. 

“ Old fellow,” said Jack, taking the dog's 
silky ears in his hands and looking down into 
the dog's brown eyes, *‘ old fellow, things is 
getting mighty warm around here, aren't 
they ?" 

The dog thumped his tail and emitted & 
Short bark. 

“ And somebody’s to blame, eh, old fel- 
low ?” 

The dog put his forepaws on Jack's knees 
and whined. ; 

'‘ The little woman exaggerates my weak- 
nesses, but in the main she’s about right. 
What d'ye think ?” 

That unfailing barometer of a dog’s emo- 
tion, his tail, played a tattoo on the floor, 
and he executed a dance on the parlor carpet 
inviting a frolic. g 

“ No, Rover, theres no funny business 
about this. This affair is serious. "There's 
got to be a reformation. You remember old 
man: Luther had a reformation, don't you? 
Yes, I suppose you do. Well, here’s what’s 
going to reform—going to giv up beer and 
clams and stayin’ out nights. Back, old fel- 
low, lie down in the corner,” said Jack, as he 
opened the door on & crack and listened. A 
faint sound as of sobbing came down the 
Stairs. Jack closed the door &nd resumed 
his seat. = 

**IUs raining up stairs. I’m afraid the lit- 
tle woman will get wet. Now, I’m going to 
take off my shoes and see if the roof leaks. 
You lie right down there in the corner and 
keep still till I come down," said Jack, speak- 
ing to the dog, who slunk off into the corner 
in a shamefaced way. 

Then Jack stole softly up-stairs and peeped 
into the room, where sat his wife with her 
face hidden in the bedclothes. She was sob- 
bing violently, and Jack's heart was touched. 
Jack walked up to her and placed his hand 
upon her shoulder. 

** Little woman !” said he. 

Louder sobs, but no answer.. 

“ Little woman,” he resumed, trying to 
swallow his throat, ** ve been a big brute to 
you and the children, but if you'll try to 
overlook what I've done in the past I'll try 
and do better in the future." i 

** Oh, Jack, I struck you!” came from the 
bedclothes in smothered accents. 

.* Never mind that, little woman. It didn't 
hurt me.” f 

Jack sat down upon the side of the bed 
and drew his wife upon his knee. She hid 
her face upon his shoulder, just as she had 
often done in the olden times in the house 
upon the Vermont hillside. 

* Do you think you can giv me another 
chance ?" said Jack. 

* It was ull my fault, Jack, and Im very 
sorry.” 


in again. What d'ye say ?" 

* O Jack!” was the only reply, and then 
there followed & sound which had something 
of sweetness and requital in it, and borne on 
the wind from half a mile away came the re- 
frain : 


Warming the bosom of somebody, oh ! 
— Gun. 


——— eo 
An Address to Women. 
` O ye women ! idly waiting 
For the tides of fate to bring 
Into some fair sheltered harbor 
Every goodly thing, 


Think yon that the world's rich treasures 
Unto you will come, 

While ye 8tand there idly waiting 
With closed lips and dumb? 


No, the wide fields of ambition 
Are not man’s alone ; 

You may reap the waiting harvest 
If you will but come. 


More, the chains that long hav bound you , 
You may rend in twain, ` 

But your own emancipation 
You yourself must gain. 


Woman scorned, and bound, and fettered 
More than slave of old, 

Not the less ner fetters gall her 
That they be of gold. 


Down through all the centuries saddened 
By our tears in vain, - 

Comes the edict : Man, your master, 
Over yzu shall reign. 


This, the measure of the justice 
Where the people rule— 

Woman classed with child and savage, 
Lunatic, and fool; 


Crushed her highest aspirations, 
Still unquenched her thirst— 

Through her holiest, purest, noblest 
Attribute, accurst. 


How much longer shall we listen 
To a siren song, 

While the great world throbs with anguish, 
Oh, how long? how long? 


Up and doing, O ye women ! 
And, with voice and pen, 
Will we wrest our rights inherit 
From the hands of men, 
JESSIE STARK CROW. 


Literary Notes. 
Andrew D. White will conclude in the Au- 


gust Popular Science Monthly his account: of |: 


the astonishing superstitions of the Middle 
Ages respecting diabolical influence in the 
production of storms. i 


Science, the weekly publication heretofore 


‘printed in magazine form, has doubled the 


size of its pages and now appears as a 16-page 
quarto. On account of the saving of labor 
and paper which this change of form in- 
volves, the price per annum is reduced from 
$5 to $3.50. Our worthy friend Henry J. 
Thomas, who used to contribute a good many 
bright things to these columns, is a regular 
writer for Science. 


Prof. Richard A. Proctor says of Dr. 
Janes's ** Study of Primitiv Christianity," in 
Knowledge (London, Eng): ‘‘ Readers of 
Knowledge will find much to interest them in 
Mr. Janes's carefully thought out and well- 
written treatis. He presents much of the ev- 
idence to which we hav directed readers' 
attention. He has also collected much mat- 
ter on which we hav not hitherto touched. 


The subject of the origin and progress of | 


Christianity is very fully and fairly consid- 
ered. . He givs his reasons and shows 
how he has weighed them. He does not mis- 
lead by dogmatic assertion." For sale by the 


"Truth Seeker Company. Price $1.50. 


We are requested to announce that Prof. 
Nathaniel N. Pierce, Psychometric Counselor 
and Healing Medium, of Philmont, N. Y. 
(formerly of Putnam, Conn.), also the Great 
American Traveler and Truth Teller, author 
of ‘‘the Book of Books, being Directions for 
Cleansing the Blood and Curing All Forms of 
Disease that the Human Family is subject to 
Without the Use of Any Medicin Whatever," 
declines to be a candidate for the chief exec- 
utiv of the United States in 1888. Having, as 
he states, accepted the presidency of the Na- 
tional Dog-annihilating Society, with a capital 
of ninety million dollars, his attention will be 
so taken up with the business thus involved 
that he does not feel that he could do himself 
justice in & political canvass. He complains 
that the publie clamor expressed through 
letters and otherwise urging the presidency of 
this country upon him has caused him much 
annoyance, and his decision is final. Mean- 
time, he will devote himself to selling the 
** Book of Books" at 30 cents per copy. 


Infidel Death Beds. 
By G. W. FOOTE. 


Price, - - - - 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.. 


Very Cheap Pamphlets. 
o : 

We hav on hand à large number of the following 
of COLONEL INGERSOLL’S pamph'ets, which 
will be disposed of at cost, as fol ows: 

Iugersoll C itechised: 
His Answers to a Number of Vital Questions Pro? 
pounded by the Editor of the "San Franciscan ;” 
singly, 8 cents; per dozen, 30 cents; per hundred, 


$2.00. 
‘ORTHODOXY, 


A lecture, fifty-four closely printed large 12mo 
pages, 10 cents; fifteen, $1; and $6 per hundred. 
Civil Ri4hts Speech, 

Including the address of Frederick D-uglas. fifty- 
three-large octavo pages, singly, 10 cents; fifteen 
for $1; aad $6 per hundred. 

The Truth of History, 
This is a comment by Colonel Ingersoll upon 
the religious lies that hav been told about him- 
self, and first made its appearance in these col- 
umns. Price 3 cents; 30 cents per dozen ; $2 per 
hundred. 


BIBLE IDOLATRY, 
A letter Colonel Ingersoll wrote to the editor of 
the London “Secular Review.” Price 3 cents; 30 
cents per doz., or $2 per hundred. 


INGERSOLL ON McGLYNN, 


Being the comments and opinions of Mv. Inger- 
soll upon the fight in the Catholic church between 
the late pastor of St. Stephen's and his employer, 
the pope. Price 8 cents; 30 cents per doz., or $2 
per hundred. ; 

We suggest that these be purchased in quanti- 
ties, and given away to Christiane, and 1t is with 
that not unreasonable exp. ctation that the prices 
hav been placed so low. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 La.ayette Pl., New York. - 


BIBLE MYTHS 


AND THEIR 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


The object of the work 18 to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. 

“It is unquestionably true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else so accessible as they are now made 
in the work before us.”—N. Y. Sun. 

1vol.8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.59. 


Charles Watts's Works. 


Saints and Sinners. 10 cents. 
The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price, $1.25. CowTENTSl: 
Section I. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life, Section Il. What it 
Owes to Mohammedanism, Section IIT. Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessore, Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Sec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Centurv. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christian Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the ‘Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh. Con- 
tenta : The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New, Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies ; 'The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and iis 
Duties. Price, 7% cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible: Freethought an 
Modern Progress; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and Bible Antagonistic; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all of 
the aboye works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 28 Lafayette Place. New York, 


KERSEY GRAVES'S WORKS. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cents. i $ 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thorsand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins. Price, $1 75. 

uH v s a 

The World's Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of all the doctrines, princip:es, precepts. 
and miracles of the Christian New Testament. 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many o 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
bistory of sixteen oriental crucified vods, 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A SHOR? LESSON IN HISTORY. 


A donble-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one hag labored for 
human advancement, and «how the other has 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wishthatthe friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


TRAVELS IN FAtTH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT OC. ADAMS, 
Oloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


i f "CALIFORNIA. - 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
CANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
COLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
; IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 


F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano f 


Bros., Chicago. 
. INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, 
l KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 


MAINE. i 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). 


MASSAOHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MIOHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Chas. Sach, 188 S. Division St., Grand Rapids. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 
Phillip Roeder, 322 Otive st., 8t. Louis. 
E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 
Lang & Co., 709 Olive st., St. Louis. 
. NEBRASKA, 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. . 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st.. Brooklyn. 
Henry Adler, cor. Essex and Grand streets. 
OHIO. 
N. Hexter, 803 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
f ' OREGON. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
] PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
` . TENNESSEE. 
Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
TEXAS. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 


UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 
ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


Robt. G. Ingersoll’s 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 


in the suit of the 
Bankers’ and Merchants’ Tele- 
graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 


So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that THe TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
Bupply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


WR QATTIARY 

XRY “OUR; 
2 OR, 

The Church ot Practical Religion. 


BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


Price, $1.00. 


S. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms o 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri. 
can Story. Price, cloth. $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
“ A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power ; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day.”—John 
Swinton's Paper. - ; 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it: 
Shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 

Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to mo, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Dr, Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Dout He Lend a Hand, and 


other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 


Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 


version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
cope tbe Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 
cents. 
For all of the aboye address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COO. 


For sale at this office. 


Dunkirk. 3 "n 


Cor. 87th 


OY are] 
GRAND, UPRIGHT 


> Unrivaled in Tone, 


I5 


St. 
Col. Kelso's Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 


hammer Logic unsurpassed.”  8vo., 833pp., 
silk clowh,$3. .- 


Deity Analyzed and the Devil's De- 
fense. A thorough analysis of the 


claims for the existence of the Bible deity, aud 


: au examination in verse of the charges gener-; 


ally brought against his Satanic majesty. 
12mo, 466pp., $1.50. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This wor 
goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Christians are inconsistent in. deny: 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. . 


OLD. 
BOOKS! 


HOW TO STRENGTHEN 
THE MEMORY; 
OR, 
Natural and Scientific Methods of 
Never Forgetting. 
By M. L. HOLBROOK, M.D. 
12m0; 160 pp, - - = = = $1.00 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER ÇO., 
28 La'ayette Pi.. New York. 


Catalogue of Old, Rare, and Second- 
hand Standard books sent free. 
JORDAN BROS., 45 North 9th, St., 
13017 Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Calendar for 1887, - - 


Freethought Abroad, - 


Putnam, - £ - 


| C—X—3 [c 


o 


FACTORY. & WAREROOMS, 


SO Third | DV 


[ruth Seeker Annual 
dfreethinkers’ Almanac, | 
1887. — 


+ WITH + ILLUSTRATIONS. + 


CONTENTS. 


Freethought in the United States, 1886, - 
Liberty. Address by Grover Cleveland, 
The Coming Dawn. By D. Louis Bodge, 


Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the 
States and Territories of the United States, 


The Right to Testify. By F. M. Holland, - 
The American Secular Union. By Samuel P. 


The Parson. A Story. By Si Slokum, 


NEW YORK: 


X PUBLISHED AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFIC ZR 


New York. 


The Public Schools 


AND THE 


L1 
Catholic Church. 
—0— 
By L. K. Washburn. 
. Sos 
EXTRAOT. 

“I could pronounce n» benediction upon Ro. 
maniam. It h-s done mischief enougn to deserve 
transportation for life. I regard Roman Chri-- 
tianity as the worst form of tyranny. It com- 
mands the arm to work and the brain to die: it 
feeds faith and starves thought: it loves ovp~es- 
sion and hates liberty. It has given falsehood a 
crown and truth a scaffold.” 


PRICE, 5 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Piaco, New York. 


THE NEW. GOD. 
BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Becular Union. 


Price 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
. BIBLE. 
A perfectly reliableraccurate pamphlet. Though 


anonymous, it is now known to be the work of W. 
H. Burr, one of our ablest correspondents. More 


| than 30,000 copies hav been gold. Price, 15 cents. 


For sale at this office. 


287.) 


- - E - 


Mo A 


Zo S 
osk 
o 


ULES 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 P.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rate 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write, 
The Sonneta written by Francis Bacon to the Earl 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wu, HENRY 
Buzz. Price, 2cents. For sale at this office, 


"SHOPPEL'S MODERN HOUSES” No. 8. 
(Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. y ] 

A cardboard supplement, ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces for 
constructing a model house, with plain directions 
for putting them together. 

While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. It is,in fact. a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 
builders, 

55 New Designa for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000), 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1 New Design for a Chapel. 

\ Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 
(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern, 

An Article on Villa Park Associations. 

BENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRIOE, $1. 
Address 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASSO'N, 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli. 
cal Works, 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


“The Author-Hero of the Revolution." 
Price, Single Copies, nw. Bix copies for 


Tii: CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 

Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America trom Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 
ration.” 

Price, 35 cents. 


For either of these works, or any of Paine's 
writings, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


VOLT AIRES ROMANCES 


OONTENTS : 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.— Zadig 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princes. 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowus. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature,—Micromegas.— 
The World as it Goes,—The Black and the White 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Biam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato's Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India, 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid paper. With 6% 
engravings. Price, cloth, beveled boards, $2.00. 
Hut calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE DAWNING, 


A NOVEL. 


tt Oh, heaven! Apollo is once more among the 
herdsmen of Admetus, and the herd&men know 
not it is the Sun-god !" 


An octavo volume of nearly 400 pages, bound in 
eloth. Price. $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Co., 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL ? IES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 

From the German of MAX NORDAD. 
SEVENTH EDITION. 

. Price. 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


WORKS OF O. B. WHITFORD, M.D, 


Christianity a Reward for Crime.. 
Authenticated by the Bible. 
Paper, 12mo, 29 pages, . = = 


10c. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 
Paper, 12mo, 47 pages, - = 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 25c. 


15c 


A Masonie Vindication of Right. 
A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 86 pages, - =< =- =- 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


15c. 
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Hows of the Weed. |THE ORDER OF CREATION, 


A DISPATOH from St. Petersburg, Russia, 


Discussion Between 
Giadsteue, Huxley, Muller, 
Linton, Reville. 


slates that on the 10th inst. a mob composed . On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 


of members of the Greek Catholic church st- | 


tempted to assassinate the Grand Duchess 
Elizabeth, who is a Protestant and refuses 
to join the Greek church. 


STEPNIAK, the celebrat- 


CONTENTS: $ 
Dawn of Creation and of Worship. By Hon. 
W. E. Gladstone. . 
II. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 
preters of Nature. By Prof, T. H. Huxley. 
III. Postscript to Solar Myths. By Prof. Max 
uller. 


IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. 
: By Hon, W. E. Gladstone. 


V. Dawn. of Creation. Án Answer to Mr. Glad- į 


stone. By Albert Reville, D.D. 
VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. By Prof. T. H. 


Huxley. x 
VIIL A Protest anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
on 


This is à new book and contains the latest discus- 
The names of the 
participants are a. guarantee of its able character. 


sion on the mistakes of Moses. 


Price, paper, 58 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl..New Yor 


Gens of Chought. 3 


Ir is curious how much fish hav to do with these 
remarkable miracles performed in olden time, and 
that is doubtless a very goo reason why they are 
all of such a fishy character.—D. M. Bennett. ; 


I say sometimes that all goes by wager-of-battle 
in this world; that strength, well understood, is 
the measure of all worth. Giva thing time; if it 
can succeed, it isa right thing.—Cariyle. (NoTE.— 

: . . Thisisacardinal point with 


ed Nihilist author, will 


ihe late Seer of Chelsea, 


visit tbe United States in 


September. 


ALFRED KRUPP, the cel- 


ebrated German  gun- 
maker, died on the 14th. 
He was 75 years old. 


NI 
Tse German crown 


prince, who was reported 
to hav cancer of the 
throat, is getting well. ` 


Tas Prohibitionists of 
Iowa hav put a state 
ticket in the field with N. 
G. Farnham at the head. 


WS 
| Ml hh 
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(Tur French people of 
New York celebrated on 
the 14th the anniversary 
of the fall of the Bastile. 
There was also a great 
celebration in Paris. 


Tne engineers of the 
elevated railroad in 
Brooklyn are on strike. 
The managers of the road 
refuse to arbitrate and 
are replacing the strikers 
with non-union men. 


Jonn LEBERRY, a li- 
censed preacher of the 


but I cannot indorse it with 


a safe conscience, and I put 
it down that my younger 
readers may sharpen theiy 
wits by thinking out the 
question.—€,] 

THERE is a vast deal of 
charity amongst our fellow- 
creatures—both that which 


SEA re eee 
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Methodist church, has 
‘swindled the citizens of 


Pei consists in the giving of 
S S alms, or rather dinners, to 
those who are not in need 
&nd of that which covers or 
excuses a multitude of sins, 
provided always thesinners 
be agreeable people of the 
stronger sex. Let a woman 
—the victim, we will say, of 
one of these pleasant din- 
ers-out—who has been led 
by her softer nature into 
the commission of a single 
fault, throw herself on the 
mercy of this same gener- 
ous, allowance-making 80- 
ciety, and she will find she 
might as well hav thrown 
herself from the roof of a 
London house on the area 
railings in the street below. 
s . How many a lonely, 
SOrrowing women, eager 
but to prove the sincerity 
of her repentance, has 
wailed in agony for forgiv- 
ness on earth,. which will 
only be granted her in 


heaven, — Metviue's White 
Rose, 

“Just so!” remarked 
George, bitterly. “Any 


El Paso, Texas, out of 
about $6,000. His piety 
is reckoned as something 
extraordinary. 


Tux School of Philosophy has opened for 
the season at Concord, Mass. The philoso- 
phers hav been discussing Aristotle. 


Or the 87 men, women, and children who 
were in the yacht Mystery when she was up- 
get in Jamaica bay, near Brooklyn, on Sun- 
day, July 10th, only 10 were saved. 


Aw excursion train and an oil train collided 
at a crossing near St. Thomas, Ont., on the 


15th. The cars took fire from the engin, and 


a dozen people were either crushed to death 
or burnt alive. 


Jacos Smarr, the convicted briber, has 
been sentenced to four years in the peniten- 
tiary, and to pay a fine of $5,000. His 
health is very feeble, and he probably will 
not survive the imprisonment. 


A Russian prince named Eristoff has re- 
cently made an offer of marriage to the widow 
of Frank Leslie, the publisher, and was 
refused. The Marquis de Leuville is under- 
stood to be the accepted suitor of Mrs. Leslie. 


A OONVENTION of the National Colored 
Press will be held at Louisville, Ky., August 
9th. There will be reports and discussions 
on the ‘‘ Power of the Negro Press” and on the 
“ Religious, Educational, and Social Status 
of the Negro.” 


Tux inflamed weather of last week was fol- 
lowed on Sunday by terrific thunder squalls. 
Several boats were upset, and some lives lost. 
The spire of a church in Brooklyn was blown 
off, and lightning struck a church in Jersey 
City. At Carlisle, Pa., trees and houses 
were swept through the streets by the wind. 


Tsx Rev. Mr. Dale, a Methodist preacher 
and temperance advocate of Peterboro, Pa., 
having been misrepresented by a saloon- 
keeper, proceeded to the latter’s place of 
business the other day and gave him a severe 
whipping. He further offerec to whip the 
whole liquor element of the town. This 
Christlike proceeding so pleased Mr. Dale's 
congregation that they at once raised his 
salary. 


Jurrzrson Davis has given an interview to 
the Baltimore American, in which he states 
that the federal government, in 1861, entered 
into & conspiracy to assassinate him. To 
this end, he claims, two desperate characters 
were released from a Pennsylvania prison and 
offered a reward of $130,000 if they would 
effect his decease. He had, he claims, a 
miraculous escape from the hands of these 
ruflians. 


ISAAC AND HIS WIFE ENJOY THEMSELVES. 


And behold, Isaac was sporting with Rebekah his wife.—Gen. xxvi, 8. 


Odds and Ends.. 


HALF a dozen dresses do not make a woman, but 
they often break a man. i 


Ir all men were to pay as they go, there would 
be less going and more paying. 


ENGLAND may be “mistress of the C's," but she 
has never yet been able to master the H’s, 


A SMALL boy will do a good deal of work for a 
little money this time of the year. The circus sea- 
80n has come again. 


A FRENCHMAN in London claims to hav discov- 
ered a certain root which allays hunger and thirst, 
He probably refers to the root of all evil. 


“ One swallow,” pathetically, but not originally, 
remaiks an exchange, “ does not make a summer.” 


ns But several swallows may bring about & 
all. 


Proressor : * What end has a mother in view 
when she whips an incorrigible child?” Senior 
Vassar girl rises, blushes, and sits down.—cnrts- 
tian Intelligencer, 


News comes from Georgia to the effect that a 
man in that state is living “pleasantly ” with his 
eighth wife. Tbis shows the value of trying again 
if at first you don't succeed. 


À MINISTER in Somerset county, Me., has his ser- 
mons printed monthly, and sends them to his gick 
parishioners every week. The result is that there 
18 very little sickness in his church. 


Motuer (sadly): ‘Well, I suppose poor dear 
Mrs, Field is in heaven now." Mathematical son: 
* Oh, no, mamma! it takes three days to resurrect, 
&nd she won't be in heaven until six o'clock to- 
night.” f i 


“ Waar's the matter, Pat?” “More fun in the 
family this morning, sor.” “Yes; twins again?” 
"No, sor. Faith, and its triplets this time.” 
" You're getting on.” ‘Gettin’ on, is it? By 
hiving; sor, I belave the next’ll be quadrupeds !? 


In a prayer-meeting, not long since, in New 
Hampshire, & worthy layman, speaking of some 
eminent missionary, said that * he was a poor boy 
taken out of the streets and put into the Sabbath- 
school by a good lady—his father being a drunk- 
ard and his mother a widow !” 


Tuosx two celebrated preachers, Rev. Dr. Bacon 
and Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, were once disput- 
ing on some religious subject when the former ac- 
cused the latter of using wit in his sermous. 
** Well,” said Mr. Beecher, ** suppose it had pleased 
God to giv you wit, what would you hav done?” 


Country editor (to his wife) : * Well, those down- 
East people are great geese. They are still hunt- 
ing for the buried treasure of Captain Kidd, the 
pirate, All they hav found so far is a jug with 
eleven cents in it. That seems to represent the 
savings of the old pirate’s life-time.” Editor's 
child : ** Pa, what kind of an editor is a pirate 2” 


Brevity produces some very remarkable speci- 
mens of what the philosophers call nominalism. 
One of our correspondents had occasion to go into 
a store to inquire for Dr. Abercrombie's works, 
“The Intellectual Faculties,” and * The Philoso- 


phy of the Moral Feelings.” When he asked for 
them the bookseller solemnly replied: *I know I 
haven't any moral feelings, and I doubt whether I 
hav any intellectual faculties. "—Ex. 


"BEAUTIFUL !" said the drummer. “ Sixty birds 
in two hours, and only missed twoshots.” A quiet 
gentleman sitting in a corner of the hotel office 
put down his paper, rushed across the room, and 
grasped him warmly by the hand. “Allow meto 
congratulate you, sir," he said; "I am a profes- 
sional myself.” ‘ Professional sportsman ?" 
“ No; professional liar.” 

* MOTHER,” she said with a heart that beat 
Loud as her tones of woe, 2 
* To you the secret I'll repeat, 
This cold world cannot know— 
Lay thy hand on my throbbing brow— 
Nay, shrink not from the theme— 
Oscar has come for two weeks now; 
And never said * ice cream.’” 


A SENSIBLE little girl asked her mother the 
other day how it was that Adam and Eve came to 
leave the Garden of Eden, and was told that the 
devil entered the garden in the form of a serpent 
and tempted them, and God banished them. The 
little child pondered over the reply for a few 
moments, and then looking up, said: "Mamma; 
why didn’t God send the devil away instead of 
Adam and Eve? They were in the garden first.” 


Louis XIV. was one day conversing about the 
authority which kings hav over their subjects. 
Count de Guiche ventured to remark that this 
power had its limits, but the king, who would not 
hear of it, passionately replied: '* If J commanded 
you to throw yourself into the sea, you ought 
without hesitation to jump in head foremost." 
The count said not a word, but turned on his heels 
and walked toward the door. ‘Lhe king asked him, 
in surprise, where he was going. “To learn to 
swim," was the reply. Louis XIV. burst into a 
laugh, and there the matter ended. 


Her name was Sniggs—it didn't suit 
Her rich esthetic nature, 

And so she thought she'd hav it changed 
By act of legislature, $ 


She sought a lumb—a legal man 
With lots of subtle learning, 

And unto him she did confide 
Her soul's most painful yearning. 


He heard her through—he asked her wealth, 
He pondered o’er her story, 

And then he said he would consult 
His volumes statutory. 


She sighed and rose—he took her hand 
And sudden said, “ How stupid ! 

I did forget the precedent 
Of ‘Hymen vs, Cupid l 


* Just substitute my name for yours.” 
The maiden blushed and faltered— 
Bat in two weeks she took her name 
: To church and had it '* altared !” 
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man you don't choose to 
count a gentleman, you 
look down upon! What 
hav you got to do with 
gentlemen, I should like to 
know?" “To admire one 
when Isee him,” answered Mary. '* Why shouldn't 
I? Itis very seldom and it does me good." “Oh, 
yes,” rejoined George coutemptuously. ‘You call 
yourself a lady, but—” ‘Ido nothing of the kind,” 
interrupted Mary sharply, *I should like to bea 
lady, and inside of me, please God, I will bea ‘ady, 
but I leave it to other peor le to call me this or that, 
It matters little what anyone is called,"—George 
Macdonald's Mary Marston, 


Man may do with impunity, in every part of this 
enlightened nation, that which, if woman does it, 
is to her worse than death, And it is considered 
a matter of course. It is something to which 
there is scarcely any objection, and yet it is simply 
an implication that woman is not the equal of 
man, else it would never be that that which will 
bring disgrace and social infamy to one may be 
tolerated in the other without anything deroga- 
tory to his character.—Undertwood’s Essays and 
Lectures. , 

IT becomes no man to nurse despair, 
But in the teeth of clenched antagonisms 
To follow up the worthiest till he die. 

` —Tennysows Princess, 

Irimp that Mr. Talmage bas the disease that 
seems to afflict most theologians, and tbat is a 
kind of intellectual toadyism that uses the names 
of supposed great men instead of arguments, It 


-is perfectly astonishing to the average preacher - 


that anyone should hav the temerity to differ, on 
the subject of theology, from Andrew Jackson, 
Daniel Webster, and other gentlemen eminent 
[peradventure] for piety during their lives, but 
who, a8 a rule, expressed their theological opin- 
ions a few minutes before dissolution. These 
ministers are perfectly delighted to hav some 
great politician, judge, soldier, or president, cer- 
tify to the truth of the Bible, and to the moral 
character of Jesus Christ.—Ingersoi's Tut with 
Talmage. 


OFTEN what a man takes for the dictates of con- 
science is nothing more than a whiff of impulse, 
a caprice, a crotchet, which an undisciplined 
mind cannot distinguish from the deliberate de- 
cision of a competent intelligence; and the more 
irresistiblo the impulse, the more sudden and 
vehement the caprice, the more it is likely to rep- 
resent itself to his imagination as an imperious 
command of the monitor within. 'Phere are some 
persons who can no more discriminate between a 
desire and a duty thau others who hav & mere 
smattering of arithmetic can cast up a long addi- 
tion sum right. Yet these are precisely the char- 
acters most prone to be dogged and persistent in 
their noxious blunder, and to dress it, both to 
themselvs and to the world, in the gaudiest guise. 
W. R. Greg. 


To test all assertions by adequate evidence, to 
extricate the truth from involvments of imperfect 
language, to push inquiry by every method—theso 
are prime essentialsof human progress, Of equal 
necessity is the removal of all checks to the liberty 
of expressing opinions. If these objects hav the 
importance that Mill attributed to them, his 
labors for their promotion would alone entitle 
him to be accounted a benefactor of the race.— 
Dr. A. Bain, 

THERE if no use speculating on “what mighs 
hav been;” except when it helps us to direct what 
may be,—Chas Gibbon. 
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dlotes and Clippings. 


Now that Krupp, the German gun-founder, 
is dead, says the Philadelphia Press, he will 
probably be canonized. 


ErenTEEN Congregational ministers died in 
Vermont last year, and their average age was 
seventy-six years and nine months. 


Tax Toronto Mail says that skepticism is 
taking a deep hold of the more enlightened 
part of the French population of Lower Can- 
ada. i 

* Pa,” inquired Bobby, who was reading 
the paper, what isa ‘stony glare?” '' It 
' igs the expression which comes over & man's 
face at church," explained the old gentleman, 
* when the contribution-box is held before 
him and he has neglected to provide himself 
with ten cents in change." 


Tur Italian League of Freethinkers, with 
headquarters at Naples, numbers about two 
thousand. The League was formed a year 
ago; its president is Prof. Giovanni Bovie, a 
member of the Italian Parliament. Early 
next year the League proposes to publish a 
weekly journal, to be called 7? Zsame. 


Tux priest of Canicatti, a large town in the 
province of Girgenti, Sicily, recently caused 
to appear beside him in the pulpit a young 
man whose face was blacked, whose head 
was furnished with two large horns, and who 
had a long tail from the end of which crack- 
ers went off. The priest informed his flock 
that this figure was the devil, and a great 
panic ensued. Women and children present 
at this unseemly comedy were injured in the 
crush. 


Ir is generally understood, and, we reckon, 
correctly, that a woman will hav the last 
word. At any rate, it is corroborativly 
affirmed that when a rural editor recently re- 
monstrated with the principal contributor to 
the ** Poet’s Corner” for writing on both sides 
of her paper, she quietly retorted: ‘‘ Well, 
and don’t you print on both sides of yours? 
There, now, that settles it.” 


In Algeria there is a small stream which 
the chemistry of nature has converted into 
true ink. It is formed by the union of two 
rivulets, one of which is very strongly im- 
pregnated with iron, while the other, mean- 
dering through a peat marsh, imbibes gallic 
acid, another ingredient in the formation of 
ink. Letters and other manuscript matters 
are satisfactorily written with this singular 
natural compound of iron and gallic acid. 


Last year a Russian peasant, living near 
Odessa, was sentenced to six months’ im- 
prisonment for blasphemy. A correspondent 
of the London Times was recently present in 
the appellate court of Odessa while the 
peasant’s appeal was being heard. He writes 
as follows: ‘‘The appellant’s offense was 
this: Tired and weary after a long day's labor 
in the harvest field last year he entered the 
village tavern and drank a glass of vodkha 
After this appetizer he was supplied with a 
small meat roll, called in Russian ‘pirog.’ 
The peasant found the ‘ pirog’ such excellent 
eating that he exclaimed: ‘I would rather 
kiss the girl who made this pirog than the 
icon ? The latter is the sacred picture never 
absent from any Russian habitation, before 
which it is usual for visitors to uncover and 
cross themselvs. The peasant’s exclamation 
was highly complimentary to the cook of the 


tavern, but the parish priest, to whom it was 
reported, heard and judged it in a different 


light. ‘Hence the prosecution and sentence. 


The peasant, whom I saw enter the box and 
devoutly cross himself before the ‘icon’ in 
court, was 8 middle-aged, jovial, and good- 
tempered looking man, who appeared much 
relieved by the court reducing the original 
sentence to one month’s arrest.” 


ALTHOUGH the presbytery failed to find a 
verdict of guilty in the case of the Rev. Mr. 
Todd, of Manassas, Va., charged with minis- 


‘terial conduct, the citizens of Manassas refuse 


to acquit him and hav held a mass-meeting at 
which denunciatory resolutions were passed. 
A number of affidavits giving instances of 
alleged immorality on the part of Todd were 
read, accompanied by the statement that they 
had been sent to the: presbytery and sup- 
pressed by that body. "Thecitizens hope that 
their resolutions will induce the Rev. Mr. 
Todd to leave town. 


WiLnLiAM B. OAELEY, of Pittsfield, Mass., 
has been found guilty of the crime of incest 
with his two daughters, Alfreda, aged seven- 
teen, and Isadore, aged thirteen. The testi- 
mony showed that for severul years past, 
when Alfreda refused to obey him her father 
would whip her with a strap and kick her. 
The girl did not dare to reveal their father's 
conduct, because he had threatened to kill 
them if they exposed him. Alfreda finally 
told the story in March last to her mother, 
and Oakley was soon after arrested. Two 


physicians testified that the girls had been. 


terribly abused. Oakley, who is forty-five 
years old, carried his Bible into court with 
him every day. 


AT the Anti-Poverty meeting last Sunday 
night Dr. McGlynn said: “ I hav no quarrel 
with the Catholic church and her sacraments. 
I should advise you all to enjoy the sacra- 
ments, as I myself no longer can. But if any 
priest or bishop or pope [hisses] should make 
it a condition of your receiving the sacra- 
ments that you shall giv up your belief in the 
justice of this work, or surrender any of your 
political or individual rights, then refuse to 
receive the sacrament under any such unjust 
enforced limitation. Just tell the ecclesias- 
tical machine that strives to impose such 
conditions to mind its own business. Never 
sacrifice your inalienable rights to any eccle- 
siastical dictation whatever. If they should 
try by strategy, and other arts that I know 
they may use, to stop you from attending 
these meetings by refusing absolution at the 
confessional unless you giv the meetings up, 
then you can say to the priest who seeks 
to carry out the attempt to stifle the move- 
ment, ‘Father, you can keep your absolu- 
tion?” At the Socialist meeting the same 


‘evening Col. R. J. Hinton said: ‘‘ There is 


no longer any free discussion in labor organ- 
izations; they are priest-ridden and prophet- 
ridden bond slaves of McGlynn and George. 
And now half a dozen meet in the back 
parlor of a hotel and presume to dictate the 
policy of the Labor party. This clique decide 
that certain men in the party are too radical, 
certain principles are too premature, and 
proceed to sit upon these men and principles. 
They presume to do thus, and look back with 
confidence to the 68,000 votes which the 
party once received as an index for the 
future.” Last fall Colonel Hinton was one of 
Mr. George's most effectiv and zealous cam- ` 
paign orators. 
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Gammunications. 


The University of Illinois. 


To those working for the separation of church and 

state there is a case in Illinois that may be of inter- 

. est. For there the question of the legal right to per- 
form religious services in the public schools is assum- 
ing such shape that it wil soon be brought before 
the courts for decision. 

In the spring of 1885, a student at the University 
of Illinois, at Champaign, was suspended indefinitly 
from the privileges of that university because he 

: absented himself from the religious services performed 
daily in the college chapel. He had paid all fees 
required of him, and in the four years of his attend- 
ance at this university he had never been charged by 
the faculty with any misconduct or delinquency, so 
that there was no accumulation of charges against 
him, but his suspension was due wholly to this one 
cause. . 

The chapel exercises consisted at that time of vol- 
untary responsiv reading of the New Testament, of the 
repetition of the Lord's Prayer, and in announce- 
ments, and occasionally a short lecture was added, 
so that the chapel exercises consisted mostly of relig- 
ious services, and these were so connected with the 
other business of chapel that attendance upon the 
one necessitated attendance upon both. There was 
in this ease no refusal to attend any of the exercises 
other than the religious services, but willingness to 
attend was expressed were these services omitted or 
separated from the legitimate business of chapel. 

Àn exeuse from further attendance at chapel was 
offered upon the condition of signing the following 
petition : 

WHEREAS, At the daily assembling of the students of the 
Illinois Industrial University in the apartment called the 
chapel religious services are held, to wit, the reading of the 
New Testament scriptures and the recitation of the Lord's 
Prayer; and, i 

. Waereas, Attendance upon and the listening to any relig- 
ious services is repugnant to my religious convictions, and in 
violation of what I conceive to be my rights of conscience, 

Therefore, I, ;& Student of mature age, of 
said university, respectfully ask of the regent and faculty 
thereof that I may be excused from attending and listening 
to such religious services. 

This the student refused to sign, mainly upon the 
ground ‘that he had no religious convictions for the 
chapel exerciscs to be repugnant to; that by signing 
it he would be merely asking a favor of them, and 
would be admitting the right of the faculty to require 
his attendance upon the religious services, a right 
which he denied; that by the constitution of the 
state the faculty was prohibited from requiring 
attendance upon religious services ; that it was ab- 
surd to require a petition for an excuse from an exer- 
cise which he was under no obligation to attend ; 
that it had no authority to require of him his reasons 
for non-attendance at chapel. 

Upon receipt of these objections to signing the 
petition, the faculty, April -30, 1885, suspended him 
indefinitly from the privileges of the university. 

A petition for the restoration of his rights in the 
university was presented to the board of trustees. 
In support of his petition, an argument was sub- 
mitted in which it was maintained that the university 

` had no right whatever to compel students to attend 
religious services, such compulsion being in violation 
of the constitution of the state of Illinois. The uni- 
versity was founded and has been supported by the 
state, and all of its property, its purposes, and its 
management are under the exclusiv control of the 
legislature, subject, however, to such limitations as 
are contained in the constitution. The legislature 
cannot authorize the board of trustees or the faculty 
to violate the constitution. Nor can the latter do 
any act as agents, employees, or officers of the state 
which the legislature could not authorize done. The 
faculty has no power not given it by the constitution 
and laws of the state. 

. The constitution in the third section of the Bill of 
Rights provides : 

The free exercise and cnjoyment of religious profession 
and worship without discrimination, shall forever be guaran- 
teed. No person shall be required to attend or sup- 
port any ministry or place of worship against his consent, 
nor shall any preference be given by law to any religious 
denomination or mode of worship. 

= By the constitution of the state, then, all people 
are guaranteed the privilege of the free exercise and 
enjoyment of religious profession and worship, or, if 
they may choose, of the non-exercise of religious 
profession and of non-worship. Any interference 
therewith, in the way of discrimination or prefer- 
ence, even by legislativ enactment, is, by the express 
words of that instrument, prohibited. "The taxes by 
which this university is supported are gathered at 
large from a population characterized by dissimilar 
religious beliefs, observances, modes of worship, and 
preferences. With such a public furnishing the 
money to sustain the university, and supplying it 
with the students in attendance, and having equal 
rights to the full and equal enjoyment of all of its 
privileges, it is manifestly impracticable and impossi- 
- ble to devise even a limited measure of religious 


| z 
services for adoption in the university upon which all 


the different sects and classes could harmonize. The 
only alternativ, therefore, to preserve the benefits of 
the constitutional guarantees in letter and spirit, and 
to secure to all absolute equality of right in matters 
of religious predilection, must be to exclude from the 
university all religious services performed as univer- 
sity exercises. If religious services cannot legally 
form a part of thé university exercises, students 
certainly cannot be legally compelled to attend them. 

Under a clause in the New York constitution* 
identical with the one in the constitution of Illinois, 
the superintendents of public instruction, including 
Hon. John A. Dix and John C. Spencer, hav in a 
uniform series of decisions, extending over a period 
of nearly fifty years, held that religious exercises 
could form no part of the public school exercises nor 
be regulated by the school disciplin. 

It would be impossible to frame a general proposi 

tion in the English language, were it expressly 
intended to probibit compulsory attendance upon 
chapel in this university, which would attain that 
object more completely and with more certainty than 
the one in the constitution cited above, which reads: 
* No person shall be required to attend or support 
any ministry or place of worship against his consent.” 
For the reading of the Bible and the Lord’s Prayer, 
as conducted in chapel, constitutes religious worship, 
and the chapel, when occupied for that purpose, is a 
place of religious worship within the meaning of the 
constitutional inhibition above quoted. Could any 
one find warrant for a doubt on this point? If the 
acts referred to are not religious worship, what are 
'they? And if they are acts of religious worship, 
what is the place, the chapel, where they are per- 
formed but a place, for the time being, of religious 
worship? Any place, while religious services are 
being held there, is a “place of religious worship” 
within the meaning of the constitution. — 

The constitution, it will be especially noted, says 
nothing as to the ground upon which the refusal of 
consent to attend a place of religious worship must 
be based. It does not say that it must be based upon 
religious convictions or conscientious scruples, as the 
faculty seem to suppose. The sufficiency of the 
ground of refusal is left entirely with the individual, 
and no one can go back of such refusal to demand 
the reason for it. It was sufficient that attendance 
be against his consent. Whether the objections be 
founded upon religious convictions, conscientious 
scruples, or mere cussedness was no one’s business 
but his own. Any official inquiry concerning this 
would be an impertinence as much as would be an 
inquiry concerning one’s politics. 

Article 8, Section 3, of the constitution of Illinois 
provides : l 

Neither the general assembly, nor any county, city, 
town, township, school-district, or other publie corporation 
shall ever make any appropriation or pay from any public 
fund whatever, anything in aid of any church or sectarian 
purpose, or to help support any school, academy, seminary, 
university, or other literary or scientific institution controled 
by any church orsectarian denomination whatever; nor shall 
any grant or donation of land, money, or other personal 


property ever be made by the state, or any such public cor- 
poration, to any church or for any sectarian purpose. 


It is evident that if the reading of the New Testa- 
ment and recitation of the Lord's Prayer by members 
of the faculty, as officers of the university, constitute 
sectarian teaching, or if such exercises are held for 
a sectarian purpose, then the university is thereby 
converted into a sectarian institution, and the in- 
stitution itself, its property, and all the funds appro- 
priated by the legislature to its support are perverted 
to an unlawful use. 

Of what conceivable use are these exercises if they 
are not for the purpose of teaching religion? If they 
are not for that purpose, of what use are they, and 
why is their abolition objected to by Protestants 
alone, while Agnostics wish them abolished and 
Catholics and Jews want them either changed or 
abolished? If they are not sectarian teaching, and 
are not for a sectarian purpose, why do a certain 
group of denominations object to their abolition, and 
certain other sects want them either changed or 
abolished ? 

By reading the Bible and recitation of prayer they 
are teaching -by their actions and example—the 
strongest possible way of teaching—that there is a 
God ; that he answers prayers, and that the Bible is 
inspired. ` 

Teaching the truth of these propositions is sec- 
tarian teaching with respect to Agnostics and unbe- 
lievers. And they, considering such exercises sec- 
tarian and unjust, organized the American Secular 
Union, one of the objects of which is to procure the 
exclusion of all religious exercises from the public 
schools. By reading the New Testament and repeat- 
ing the Lord's Prayer the inspiration of the New 
Testament and the divinity of Christ are taught. 
Such teaching is sectarian with respect to the Jews. 

Reading King James’s translation of the Bible, and 


*The free exercise and enjoyment of religious profession 
and worship without discrimination or preference shall for- 
ever be allowed in this state to all mankind.— Const. of N. Y., 
Art. 1, $ 8. di 


repeating the Lord's Prayer is sectarian teaching 
with respect to Catholics, who believe the Douay 
Bible to be the only correct English translation. At- 
tendance upon such services is a sin in the eyes of 
Catholics. The reading of even the Douay Bible in 
the schools, without note or comment, is not allowed 
by the Catholic church. That church prefers to hav 
no religious exercises to having the Protestant 
service. In many school districts of this country 
there: has been physical violence between the two 
contending parties, the Protestant teachers using 
violence to enforce attention to the exercises, and 
Catholic parents using force to restrain the teachers. 

In Hartford, Connecticut, the school board decided 
that when over one-third of the pupils in one room 
were Catholics, they might withdraw into another 
room and hold Catholic services. In fact, in nearly 
every city where the Catholics hav much political 
power there is an angry contest perpetually going on, 
in which both parties consider the practice in ques- 
tion as sectarian. 

Again, the first section of the constitution quoted 
above says, “Nor shall any preference be given by 
law to any religious denomination, or mode of wor- 
ship.” By the religious services in the university the 
state is giving preference to the Protestant denom- 
inations over all-others, and is giving preference to 
the Protestant mode of worship over that of the 
Catholic and the Jew. 

To invent any form of religious worship that will: 
not be objected to by some religious denomination as 
well as the non-religious portion of the community, 
who may be supposed to hav some rights, is abso- 
lutely impossible. 
` For these reasons, all religious services performed 
as university exercises are unjust and illegal, and by 
performing them the faculty is perverting the uni- 
versity and all of its funds to an unlawful purpose. 

This student’s claim to reinstatement in the univer- 
sity rests upon the facts: that absence from religious 
services was the only offense with which he is charged; 
that compulsory attendance upon such services is ex- 
pressly prohibited by the constitution of the state; 
that the faculty has no right to demand reasons for 
refusing such attendance; that the performing of 
these services as university exercises is illegal, and 
prohibited by the state constitution; that compulsory 
attendance upon an illegal service is illegal. 

The board of trustees referred the case to Hon. 
Geo. Hunt, attorney-general of the state, who, after 
citing the resolution of reference and the facts in the 
ease, givs the following opinion: 


The question here raised involves the right of the trustees 
and faculty of the University of Illinois to hold chapel exer- 
cises in the manner and form substantially as they hav hith- 
erto been held, and the validity of the rule requiring the 
attendance of all students on said exercises unless excused 
therefrom. : : : 

He contends that the rule referred to is void on account of 
being in conflict with that portion of Section 3, Article 2, 
of the constitution of the state of Illinois which declares that 
** no person shall be required to attend or support any min- 
istry or place of worship against his consent; nor sháll any 
preference be given by law to any religious denomination or 
mode of worship." . ' 

It is evident that, so far as his rights are concerned, only 
the first part of the above-cited clause of the constitution is 
involved. : 

By Section 1 of the act to provide for the organization and 
maintenance of the university it is provided that thé board 
of trustees shall hav power.to make and establish by-laws for 
the management of the government, in all of its various de- 
partments and relations, of the Illinois Industrial University. 
By Section 2 of the by-laws of the faculty, adopted by the 
trustees, it is provided that “the faculty of the university, 
subject to the direction of the board of trustees, shall hav 
general control of the disciplin and studies of the university, 
and shall make in that behalf from time to time such regula- . 
tions as they muy deem expedient. It is under this power 
that the regulation with regard to chapel exercises was 
adopted. i 

I do not believe that the constitutional objection urged is 
wel] taken, or that any of his constitutional rights are vio- 
lated by the rule in question. That rule does not require him 
to attend any ministry or place of worship against his con- 
sent. Inthe first place, he was not required to attend the 
university. His attendance upon that institution was purely 
voluntary. Attendance upon the university was not even 
one of his rights as a citizen of Illinois. It is, on the con- 
trary, only a privilege accorded to such persons as come 
within the conditions prescribed in the statute and imposed 
by the laws of the state and the by-laws of the faculty acting 
under authority of law. It is presumed that the trustees are 
competent to decide what regulations are proper for the gov- 
ernment of the institution, and the law givs them the power 
to enforce obedience under penalty of forfeiture of said priv- 
ilege on account of disobedience. Students are admitted to 
said university for the purpose of instruction and disciplin, 
and in accepting the privilege of attendance thereon, either 
tacitly or formally agree to conform to the regulations for 
the government of said institution. It is unnecessary to say 
that disciplin is essential to every educational institution, 
and that this disciplin must be administered by those in au- 
thority. 

The general rule is that whenever any person joins an or- 
ganization, or accepts a privilege, he -cgnsents to obey the 
rnles of the organization, and fulfil the couditions of the 
privilege. He has no right to say that he will obey part and 
still continue his membership in the organization, and the 
enjoyment of the privileges conferred thereby. He is under 
no obligation to join and subject himself to the regulations 
prescribed, nor is he under any obligation to remam. But 
so long as he does remain, the obligation which he volunta- 
rily took remains in force unless released by the powers 


- which imposed it. 


I find among the rules for the government of the students 
the following: “ 9. Each applicant for admission shall sign 
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the following promis of good conduct: ‘I, the undersigned, 
, wishing to become a student in the Illinois Industrial 


University, hereby promis that during my connection there- 


with I will perform all duties with fidelity, will yield loyal 
and immediate obedience to all lawful authority, and at all 
times will strive to maintain a gentlemanly (or ladylike) de- 
. meanor, in public and in private, always mindful of my own 

good name and of the fair fame of the university which I 
seek to join.” . 

On entering the university every student agrees, in accord- 
ance with the foregoing, to yield loyal obedience to the lawful 
&uthority of the institution. 

In the case in question the student assented to this, and for 
nearly six years had yielded obedience before he seems to 
hav discovered that the exercise in question was an abridg- 
ment of his rights as a citizen. He, doubtless, at the same 
time yielded obedience to many other rules which were re- 
strictions upon his liberty as a citizen, and which, had he 
not been a student in this institution, would not hav been 
binding upon him. It cannot be denied that the faculty 
might properly require his punctual attendance upon all rec- 
itations, that it might also forbid him to visit neighboring 
cities during certain days of the week, or at certain hours of 
the day. 

These would be restraints upon his personal liberty, and 
yet no one would deny that they might be enforced even if 
such enforcement required the expulsion of anyone who re- 
fused obedience. . 

But the rule in question is not in any proper sense compul- 
sory in my opinion. He could attend chapel exercises if he 
wished, or if he did not so wish he would be excused upon 
request; and the rule requiring such request was a proper 
regulation, and was an infringement of no natural of legal 
right. 

I do not think that the other constitutional questions raised 
by the petitioner hav any bearing upon the case. Any dis- 
cussion of them will, therefore, be unnecessary. : 


Iam ofthe opinion that the trustees and faculty had the. 


right to adopt the rule in question, and for continued re- 
fusal to obey it they might suspend the student from. the 
privileges of the university. 


This opinion of the attorney-general the trustees. 


adopted as their own, and the action of the faculty 
was sustained. This opinion is one of thé most 
logical and pointed documents ever issued by the 
department. See with what ease and grace he sweeps 
away the decisions of Hon. John A. Dix and John C. 
Spencer, of New York, with *I do not think the 
other constitutional questions raised by the petitioner 
hav any bearing upon the case. Any discussion 
of them will therefore be unnecessary.” Thus an- 
swering three of the points raised, he proceeds with 
„the second; his first point in answer to which is 
that attendance upon chapel was not compulsory, 
because attendance at the university was voluntary, 
and not even one of his rights, but “ only a privilege 
accorded to such persons as come within the con- 
ditions prescribed in the statute, and imposed by the 
laws of the state and the by-laws adopted by the 
trustees, acting under authority of law." Ostrich- 
like, he confidently sticks his head into the darkness 
created by his learned use of the term “privilege,” 
and cries “ Therefore.” He brings us then to the ques- 
tion, whether a student at a state school has a right 
of attendanee which he may enforce by law, or.only a 
privilege which the trustees and faculty may deny at 
pleasure. Of course, in a private institution, it would 
be purely a privilege. But the university being a 
public institution, supported by the state, all persons 
having certain specified requirements of age, char- 
acter, education, and upon payment of certain fees 
and signing the agreement to obey all ‘lawful 
_ authority,” hav a right to be admitted, and that 
right can be enforced by law. 

A publie privilege, when all the lawful conditions 
are fulfilled, becomes a right. In the present case 
all these conditions were fulfilled, and so long as 
he obeyed all “lawful authority,” he had a right 
to remain in attendance. At last the starting-point 
has been reached, and we are brought to the question 
of the legal authority of the faculty and trustees 
to adopt the rule requiring attendance upon religious 
services. This is the question at. issue, and the only 
question at issue. But what has the learned gentle- 
man to say upon this question, or in reply to the 
arguments of the petitioner? With that wisdom 


and profundity characteristic of the small man in: 


a big office, he says: “It is presumed that the 
trustees aré competent to decide what regulations 
are proper for the government of the institution, and 
the law givs them the power to enforce obedience 
under penalty of forfeiture of said privilege on 
account of disobedience.” Of course, they are “ pre- 
sumed” to be competent, but is this presumption of 
such a nature that it cannot be questioned? The 
attorney-general seems to think so, as he steadily 
avoids the question. The idea of the infallibility of 
the board of trustees and faculty was never before 
known to exist outside of the minds of the members 
of these honorable bodies. Tha legislature is also 
presumed to be competent to enact such laws as are 
* proper" for the government of the state, but do 
the courts hold such presumption a bar to the con- 
sideration of the question of their constitutionality ? 
The entire argument of the petitioner was upon the 
question of the lawful authority of the trustees and 
faculty to adopt the rule in question, and for the 
purpose of showing that they had no such authority. 
But what has the argument of the attorney-general 
to say concerning this point—the only point at 
issue? Absolutely nothing! He loaded his gun 
with the puffball “privilege,” but long before it 
reached the mark the dust had settled, and the 


constitution still reads: “No person shall be com- 
pelled to attend a place of religious worship against 
his consent." : 

The attorney-general further says: ‘‘The rule in 
question is not in any proper sense compulsory 
in my opinion. He could attend chapel exercises if 
he wished, or if he did not so wish he could be 
excused upon request, and the rule requiring such 
request was proper,” etc. Could he be excused upon 
request? No. Only by signing an untrue state- 
ment—a statement that such exercises were “ repug- 
nant to his religious convictions.” Only by begging 
for the privilege of enjoying a natural right guaran- 


teed him by the constitution, and this to be enjoyed not . 


as a right, but as a favor. Only by doing that which 
the law clearly gave him the right to refuse to 
do, viz.: the giving of the reasons for refusal of 
attendance upon religious services. 
So —————— 
Secularism. 
From the Independent Pulpit. 

Several people hav asked me the meaning of this 
term. - 1 

Secularism is the religion of humanity ; it embraces 
the affairs of this world; it is interested in every- 
thing that touches the welfare of a sentient being ; 
it advocates attention to the particular planet in 
which we happen to liv; it means that each individ- 
ual counts for something ; it is a declaration of intel- 
lectual independence; it means that the pew is 
superior to the pulpit, that those who bear the bur- 
dens shall hav the profits, and that they who fill the 
purse shall hold the-strings. It is a protest against 
theological oppression, against ecclesiastical tyranny, 
against being the serf, subject, or slave of any phan- 
tom, or of the priest of any phantom. It isa protest 
against wasting this life for the sake of one that we 
know not of. It proposes to let the gods také care 
of themselvs. Itis another name for common sense; 
that is to say, the adaptation of means to such ends 
as are desired -and understood. Secularism believes 
in building a home here, in this world. It trusts to 
individual effort, to energy, to intelligence, to obser- 
vation and experience, rather than to the unknown 
and supernatural. It desires to be happy on this 
side the grave. * 

Secularism means food and fireside, roof and rai- 
ment, reasonable work and reasonable leisure, the 


cultivation of the tastes, the acquisition of knowl-: 


edge, the enjoyment of the arts, and it promises for 
the human race comfort, independence, intelligence, 
and, above all, liberty. It means the abolition of 
sectarian feuds, of theological hatreds. It means the 
cultivation of friendship and intellectual hospitality. 
It means living for ourselvs and each other ; for the 
present instead of the past; for this world rather 
than for another. It means the right to express your 
thought.in spite of popes, and priests, and Gods. It 
means that impudent idleness shali no longer liv upon 
the labor of honest men. It means the destruction 
of the business of those who trade in fear. It pro- 
poses to giv serenity and content to the human soul. 
It will put out the fires of eternal pain. It is striving 
to do away with violence and vice, with ignorance, 
poverty, and disease. It livs for the ever present 
to-day, and the ever-coming to-morrow. It does not 
believe in praying and receiving, but in earning and 
deserving. It regards work as worship, labor as 
prayer, and wisdom as thé savior of mankind. It 
says to every human being: Take care of yourself 
so that you may be able to. help others; adorn your 
life with the gems called good deeds; illumin your 
path with the sunlight called friendship and love. 
Secularism is a religion—a religion that is under- 
stood. It has no mysteries, no mummeries, no 
priests, no ceremonies, no falsehoods, no miracles, 
and no persecutions. It considers the lilies of the 
field, and takes thought for the morrow. It says to 
the whole world: Work, that you may eat, drink, and 
be clothed; work, that you may enjoy; work, that 
you may not want; work, that you may giv and 
never need. Rozert G. INGERSOLL. 
— — 9 +e 


Our London Letter. 


We are given to understand that the state God 
was very well pleased at the performances lately cel- 
ebrated in his West End house. His vicegerent, the 
queen, and all the high priests convey that idea, and 
so no doubt it is correct. They ought to know, be- 
ing so constantly in communication with him. But 
if such be the case, he must be a very one-horse deity 
to find any gratification in such tomfoolery. It is 
stated that formerly he was very indignant at having 
the house of prayer turned into a den of thieves, but 
he has evidently changed his opinion on the subject, 
or else he has been deposed in favor of a more pliable 
God, better suited to the spirit of the times. The 
real fact of the matter, as it appears to me, is that 
those who were concerned in the “thanksgiving " 
service do not -believe in any description of supernat- 
ural being; the only God they hav any faith in being 
the one known as ‘ Mammon,” and him they worship 
with all the fervor of which they are capable. 

That eminent and sincere preacher of the gospel, 
Alderman Fowler, has been fairly well exposed by 
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certain ungodly members of Parliament, and there 
can be very little reasonable doubt that he is quite as 
capable of a disreputable job as any New York alder- 
man. The evidence given before the committee on the 
petitions in favor of coal and wine dues certainly did 
not show that his hands were very clean, and his 
impudence in seconding the motion to punish one of 
his subordinates must hav taken the House somewhat 
by surprise. What splendid examples of morality 
are shown by these eminent and devout Christians! 
It is not surprising that they so strenuously, though 
vainly, use their best endeavors to stem the tide of 
< Infidelity.” They hate its advance because it is a 
purer system than the one they profess, and under 
no other religion than Christianity could they so 
openly and successfully carry on their nefarious prac- 
tices. As “Jesus pays for all,” those who profess to 
believe in him can safely practice any rascality with- 
out imperiling their chance of an eternal paradise, 
and this doctrin they fully carry out. 

Considerable stimulus is being given to the Free- 
thought party by a few of the chi»f working members, 
and there is every reason to believe that greater 
advance will be made this year than has been for 
some time past. Efforts are being made toward more 
thorough organization, the means taken appearing 
favorable for the end to be gained. Unfortunately, 
the bulk of Freethinkers are none too well endowed 
with this world’s goods, and are ill able to afford to 
buy the literature or subscribe toward the expenses 
of the lecturers, who themselvs are men who hav to 
work for their livelihood, but who, unlike the “ min- 
isters of the most high,” hav in many cases gone con- 
siderable distances to address meetings without any 
remuneration whatever. You would not find many 
* men of God” doing that; the vast majority would 
complacently allow a congregation to be damned 
without putting out the smallest effort to save them 
unless well paid for doing so. J. D. 


. ——q€J4S +o 
Sunday Base Ball Playing Legal in Missouri. 


State of Missouri against Christ Von der Ahe, charged with 
violating the Sunday law. 

The defendant is prosecuted under Section 1,578 of the Re- 
vised Statutes, which reads as follows: 

** Every person who shall either labor himself or compel 
or permit his apprentice or servant or any other person under 
his charge or controlto labor or perform any work, other 
than household offices of daily necessity, or other work of 
necessity or charity, or who shall be guilty of hunting game 
or shooting on the first day of the week, commonly called 
Sunday, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor aud fined 
not exceeding $90." 

To understand the policy and scope of the Sunday laws on 
our Statute books it is necessary not only to look at the sec- 
tion under which this prosecution is carried on and which 
only prohibits **labor or work" by any person or by his 
servant or by &nyone under his control (other than the 
household offices of daily necessity or other works of 
necessity or charity), or hunting game or shooting on Sun- 
day, but we must look at sections 1,590 and 1,581 in connec. 
tion with it. . : 

Section 1,578 prohibits work and labor of & servil charac- 
ter, or manual work or labor, and hunting game or shooting 
on Sunday. Section 1.580 prohibits horse-racing, cock-tight- 
ing or playing at cards or games of any kind on Sunday. 
** Games of any kind" following the special words ‘ playing 
at cards” means playing at any game of cards, dice, or games 
of a light character. Ina word, it means gambling games, 
not games like base ball. 

Section 581 prohibits:the exposure to sale of any goods, 
wares, or merchandise, etc. 

In none of these sections do we find recreation or entertain- 
ment, such às the evidence shows the game of base ball as 
conducted-by the defendant in this case, prohibited. On the 
contrary, the fact that some pleasures, spurts, and games are 
prohibited, and base ball is not, is an intimation by the 
legislature that there was no intention to prohibit the game. 
If any recreation or entertainment, even of a moral churacter, 
was Carried on or conducted in a loud or disorderly manner 
on Sunday, it would be illegal; but the evidence in this case 
shows that no disorder or disturbance was committed, but 
that the best of order prevailed, and the neighborhood was 
not annoyed or disturbed. 

The People against Wm. Dennin (42 Supreme Court 
reports of New York, page 327) was a case where the 
defendant was arrested for playing base-ball on Sunday. 
There the statute is much broader than ours. The stutute 


‘| under which he was prosecuted reads as follows: ‘All 


shooting, hunting, fishing, horse-racing, gaming or other 
public sports, exercises, pastimes, or shows upon Sunday, 
and all noise disturbing the peace of the day are prohibited.” 
There servil labor, trades, manufactures, and mechanical 
employments are prohibited likewise. The evidence shows 
that the base-ball playing was in private grounds, and no 
noise disturbing the peace of the neighborhood resulted 
therefrom, and the court decided that the defendant com- 
mitted no offense under the Statute in playing base-ball, and 
discharged him. 

Our Supreme Court in 1876 decided that hunting game on 
Sunday was not a work or labor within the statute, and dis- 
charged the defendant, who had been convicted of hunting 
under the Sunday laws (State against Carpenter). Since 
that case was decided our legislature has made hunting 
game a violation of the Sunday law. But they hav not pro. 
hibited, either expressly or by construction, base-ball carried 
on decently, orderly, and quietly on Sunday. 

I might say in addition to this that the game was a reason- 
able sport and use of natures powers, and while the 
evidence showed that money was taken and money paid 
to the players, it in my mind is not within the meaning of 
this statute any more than would be tbe playing of any 
piano player or singer that might come into the home of a 
citizen on Sunday to contribute to his entertainment. I 
therefore find the defendant, under the laws and the evi- 
dence, not guilty, and discharge him. : 

Epvwarp A. Noonan, : 
Judge St. Louis Court of Criminal Correction. 


484 


THE 


TRUTH SEEKER, JULY 30, 


The Bible of Nature; or, The Principles of 
Seeularism. 


A CONTRIBUTION TO THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE. 
BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 
Author of “ Physical Education,” “The Secret of the East; etc. 


I.—Pnuvsican Maxims. 
CHAPTER II.— STRENGTH. 
-d.-— Lessons of Instinct. 

Bodily vigor is the basis of mental and physical 

' health. Strength is power, and the instinctive love of 
invigorating exercise manifests itself in the young of 
all but the lowest brutes. The bigot who undermines 
the health of his children by stinting their outdoor 
sport as “ worldly vanity," and “exercise that profit- 
eth but little,” is shamed by animals who lead their 
young in races and trials of strength. Thus the 
female fox will train her cubs; the doe will race and 
romp with her fawn, the mare with her colt. Mon- 
keys (like the squirrels of our northern forests) can 
be seen running up and down a tree and leaping from 
branch to braneh, without any conceivable purpose 
but the enjoyment of the exercise itself; dogs run 
races, young lions wrestle and paw each other in a 
playful trial of prowess; even birds can be seen 
sporting in the air, and dolphins on the play-fields of 
the ocean. In nearly all classes of the vertebrate 
animals the rivalry of the males is decided by a trial 
of strength, and the female unhesitatingly accepts 
the victor as the fittest representative of his species. 

Normal chiidren are passionately fond of athletic 
sports. In western Yucatan I saw Indian girls climb 
trees with the agility of a spider-monkey, and laugh- 
ingly pelt each other with the fruits of the Adansonia 
fig. The children of the South.sea Islanders vie in 
aquatic gymnastics. Spartan girls joined in the foot- 
races of their brothers, and by the laws of Lycurgus 
were not permitted to marry till they had attained a 
prescribed degree of proficiency in a number of ath- 
letic exercises. Race running and wrestling were the 
favorite pastimes of young Romans in the undegen- 
erate age of the republic; and, in spite of all re- 
straints, similar propensities still manifest themselves 
in our school-boys. They pass the intervals of their 
study-hours in competitive athletics, rather than in 
listless inactivity, and brave frosts and snowstorms to 
get the benefit of outdoor exercise even in midwinter. 
They love health-giving sports for their own sake, as 
.if instinctively aware that bodily strength will further 
every victory in the arena of life. 

The enthusiasm that gathered about the heroic 
games of Olympia made those festivals the brightest 
days in the springtime of the human race. The 
million-voiced cheers that hailed the victor of the 
pentathlon have never been heard again on earth since 
the manliest and noblest of all recreations were 
suppressed by order of a crowned bigot. The rapture 
of competitive athletics is a bond which can obliterate 
the rancor of all baser rivalries, and still unites hostile 
tribes in the arena of pure manhood: as in Algiers, 
where the Bedouins joined in the gymnastic prize- 
games of their French foemen: the same foemen 
whose banquets they would have refused to share even 
at the bidding of starvation. In Buda-Pesth I once 
witnessed a performance of the German athlete 
Weitzel, and still remember the irrepressible enthu- 
siasm of two broad-shouldered Turks who crowded 
to the edge of the platform, and, with waving 
kerchiefs, joined in the cheers of the uncircumcised 
spectators. i 

B.—REWARDS OF CONFORMITY. 
The “survival of the fittest” means, in many 
important respects, the survival of the strongest. 
In a state of nature weakly animals yield to their 
stronger rivals; the stoutest lion, the swiftest tiger, 
has a superior chance of obtaining prey; the-stouter 
bulls of the herd defy the attack of the wolves who 
overcome the resistance of the weaker individuals; 
the fleetest deer has the best chance to escape the 
pursuit of the hunter. 
À state of civilization does only apparently equalize 
such differences. The invention of gunpuwder has 
armed the weak with the power of a giant; but the 
issue of international wars will always be biased 
by the comparative strength of sinew and steadiness 
of nerve of the men that handle those improved 
weapons. In thé last Franco-Prussian war the 
Freneh were favored by an. undoubted superiority of 
arms, but they were utterly beaten by a nation 
whose sons had devoted their youth to gymnastics. 
The arms of the Gothic giants were of the rudest 
description: hunting.spears and clumsy battle-axes 5 
but those axes broke the ranks of the Roman legion- 
aries, with their polished swords and elaborate 
tactics. For the last two thousand years the wars 
that decided the international rivalries of Asia, 
Europe, and North America nearly always ended 
with the victory of a northern nation over its south- 
ern neighbors. 'The men of the north could. not 
always boast a superiority in science or arms, nor in 
. number, nor in the advantage of a popular cause; 

but the rigor of their climate exacts a valiant effort 
in the struggle for existence, and steels the nerves even 
of an otherwise inferior race. “ Fortis Fortuna ad- 


juvat," said a Roman proverb, which means literally 
that Fortune favors the strong, and which has been 
well rendered in the paraphrase of a modern trans- 
lator: “Force begets fortitude and conquers fort- 
une.” Nor is that bias of fate confined to the battles 
of war. In the contests of peace, too, other things 
being equal, the strong arm will prevail against the 
weak, the stout heart against the faint. Bodily 
strength begets self-reliance. “ Blest are the strong, 
for they shall possess the kingdom of the earth,” 
would be an improved variation of the gospel text. 
The Germanic nations (including the Scandinavian 
and Anglo-Saxon) who have most faithfully preserved 
the once universal love of manly sports, have pre- 
vailed against their rivals in the arena of industry 
and science, as well as of war. 


An American manufacturer, who established a 
branch of his business at Havre, France, hired 
American and British workmen at double wages, 
maintaining that he found it the cheapest plan, since 
one of his expensive laborers could do the work 
of three natives. In the seaport towns, even of 
South America and Southern Europe, a British sailor 
is always at a premium. American industry is stead- 
ily forcing its way further south, and may yet come 
to limit the fields of its enterprise only by the bound- 
aries of the American continent. From the smallest 
beginnings, a nation of iron-fisted rustics has repeat- 
edly risen to supremacy in arms and arts. Two 
hundred years before the era of Norman conquests in 
France, Italy, and Great Britain, the natives of Nor- 
way were but a race of hardy hunters and fishermen. 
A century after the battle of Xeres de la Frontera, 
the half-savage followers of Musa and Tarik had 
founded high schools of science and industry. And, 
as the fairest flower springs from the hardy thorn, 
the brightest flowers of art and poetry have immor- 
talized the lands of heroic freemen, rather than 
of languid dreamers. The same nation that carried 
the banners of freedom through the battle-storm of 
Marathon and Salamis, adorned its temples with the 
sculptures of Phidias and its literature with the 
masterpieces of Sophocles and Simonides. 


Physical vigor is also the best guarantee of longev- 
ity. Nature exempts the children of the south from 
many cares; yet in the stern climes of the higher 
latitudes Health seems to make her favorite home ; in 
spite of snowstorms and bitter frosts the robust 
Scandinavian outlives the languid Italian. Jn spite 
of a rigorous climate, I say, for that his length 
of life is the reward of hardy habits is proved by the 
not less remarkable longevity of the hardy Arab and 
the manful Circassian, in climes that differ from 
that of Norway as Mexico and Virginia differ from 
Labrador. Men of steeled sinews overcome disease 
as they brave the perils of wars and the hardships of 
the wilderness; hospitalsurgeons know how readily 
the semi-savages of & primitive borderland recover 
from injuries that would send the effeminate city- 
dweller to the land of the shades. Toil-hardened 
laborers, too, share such immunities. On the 25th 
of March, 1887, Thomas McGuire, the foreman of 
a number of laborers employed at the night-shaft of 
the Croton Aqueduct, fell to the bottom of the pit, a 
distance of ninety-five feet, and was drawn up in 
a comatose condition, literally drenched in his own 
blood. At the Bellevue Hospital (city of New York) 
the examining surgeon found him still alive, but gave 
him up for lost when he ascertained the extent of his 
injuries. Both his arms were broken near the shoul- 
der, both thighs were fractured, his skull was hor- 
ribly shattered about the left temple and frontal 
region, six of his ribs were broken and their splinters 
driven into the lungs. There seemed no hope what 
ever for him, and, after the administration of an 
anesthetic, he was put in a cot and left alone to die. 
To the utter surprise of the attending surgeon, the 
next morning found the mass of broken bones still 
breathing. His fever subsided ; he survived a series 
of desperate operations, survived an apparently fatal 
hemorrhage, and continued to improve from day 
to day, till about the middle of June he recovered his 
complete consciousness, and was able to sit up and 
answer the questions of the medical men who, in ever 
increasing numbers, had visited his bedside for the 
last three weeks. As a newspaper correspondent 
sums up his case: “His strong constitution had 
repulsed the assaults of death, till finally the grim 
monster went away to seek a less obstinate victim.” 
And, moreover, the exercise of athletic sports lessens 
the danger of such accidents: a trained gymnast will 
preserve his equilibrium where a weakling would 
break his neck. 

According to the mythus of the Nature-worshipiug 
Greeks, the darling of Venus was a hunter (not a 
tailor or a hair-dresser), and the gift of beauty is, 
indeed, bestowed on the lovers of health-giving 
sports, far oftener than on the votaries of fashion. 
Supreme beauty is country-bred; the daughters of 
peasants, of village squires, of fox-hunting barons, 
have again and again eclipsed the galaxies of court 
belles. Country boys have won hearts that seemed 
proof against the charm of city gallants. ‘I have seen 
many & handsome man in my time," says old Mrs. 
Montague in Barry Cornwall’s “Table Talk,” “ but 


‘human race. 


never such a pair of eyes as young Robbie Burns 
kept flashing from under his beautiful brow.” ‘“ Wo- 
men will condone many à moral blemish in a suitor,” 
says Arthur Schopenhauer ; “ they will pardon rude- 
ness, egotism, and intellectual poveriy; they will 
forgive even homeliness sooner than effeminacy. 
Instinct seems to tell them that in the result of mar- 
riage a mother’s influence can neutralize any defect 
but that.” 
C.——PERVERSION. 

The history of Antinaturalism is the history of a 
persistent war against the manlier instincts of the 
Buddha and his Galilean disciples 
considered the body the enemy of the soul. Accord- 
ing to their system of ethies, Nature and all natural 
instincts are wholly evil; the renunciation of ‘earth 
and all earthly hopes is their price of salvation, and 
the chief endeavor of their insane zeal is directed 
against the interests of the human body. The gospel 
of Buddha Sakiamuni, and its revamp, the * New 
Testament” of the Galilean messiah, abound with the 
ravings of an anti-physical fanaticism as unknown to 
the ethics of the manly Hebrews as to the philosophy. 
of the earth-loving Greeks and Romans. The duty 


of physical education and health-culture was entirely . 


ignored in the gospel of the life-despising. Nazarene. 
* A healthy mind in a healthy body,” was the ideal of 
the Grecian philosopher. A world-renouncing mind 
in a crushed body, was the ideal of the Christian 
moralists. The sculptors and painters of the Middle. 
Ages vied in the representation of cadaverous saints, 
hollow-eyed devotees, and ghastly self-torturers. 
Physical training was tolerated as a secular evil 
indispensable for such purposes of the militant church 
as the hunting of heretics and the invasion of Mus- 
sulman empires; but its essential importance was 
vehemently declaimed ; the superior merit of sacri- 
ficing health to the interests of a body-despising sou] 
was constantly commended, and the founder of the 
monastic orders that superseded the pagan schools of 
philosophy did not hesitate to enforce their dogmas 
by aggressive measures ; the wretched convent slaves 
had to submit to weekly bleedings and strength- 
reducing penances; their novices were barbarously 
scourged for the clandestine indulgence of a linger- 
ing love for health-giving sports—wrestling in the 
vacant halls of their cloister-prison, or racing conies 
on their way to their begging-grounds. The Olympic 
festivals were suppressed by order of a Christian 
emperor. The fathers of the church lost no oppor- 
tunity to inveigh with rancorous invectives against 
the pagan culture of the manly powers, “so inimical 
to true contriteness of spirit and meek submission to 
the yoke.of the gospel" The followers of Origenes 
actually practiced castration as the most effectual. 
means of taming the stubborn instincts of unregen-. 
erate boys. Their exemplar, who had recómmendedi 
that plan for years, came at last to suspect the neces-. 
sity of eradicating a germ of worldliness in his owm 


mind. and proceeded to accomplish that purpose by: 


emasculating himself. The anti-physical principle of; 
European Buddhism manifests itself likewise in the. 


fanaticism of the Scotch ascetics who raged against. 


the scant physical recreations of a people already: 
sufficiently afflicted by climatic vicissitudes and the: 
pafsimony of an indigent soil. It still survives in the: 
bigotry of those modern zealots who groan at sight. 
of a horse-race or wrestling-match, and wouldi fain: 
suppress the undue worldliness of ball-playing: chil-- 
dren. Manly pastimes were banished from the. very: 
dreams of a world to come; and while the heroes of 
Walhalla contest the prizes of martial sports, and the: 
guests of Olympus share in the joyful festivals of the 
gods, the saints of our priest-blighted heaven need 
the alternative of an eternal hell to enjoy the pros- 
pect of an everlasting Sabbath-school. 

Trials of strength and of skill, 

Rewarded by festive assemblies, 
` Feasts in the halls of gods, where the voice of the muses 

Answered in songs to the ravishing lyre of Apollo, 
quotes a German poet from the Vulgata, “ when 
suddenly," he adds, “a gaunt, blood-streaming Jew 
rushed in with a crown of thorns on his head and a 
huge wooden cross on his shoulder, which cross he 
dashed on the banquet table of the appalled gods, 
who turned paler and paler till they finally faded away 
into a pallid mist. . And a dreary time then began; 
the world turned chill and bleak. The merry gods 
had departed; Olympus became a Golgatha, where 
sickly, skinned, and roasted deities sneaked about 
mournfully, nursing their wounds and chanting dole- 
ful hymns. Religion, once a worship of joy, became: 
a whining worship of sorrow.” 

D.—PENALTIES OF NEGLECT. 

But Nature had her revenge, and the despisers 
of their own bodies became so truly contemptible 
that in comparison the rudest barbarians of antiquity 
seemed respectable men. The neglect of physical 
exercise avenged itself in loathsome diseases, the per- 
verted instincts exploded in vices; the monkish self- 
abasers became caricatures of manhood: bloated, 
whining, mean, and viciously sensual wretches, the 
laughing-stock of foreign nations and the curse and 
disgrace of their own. Physically, mentally, and 
morally, the earth-despising convent drone repre- 
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sented the vilest type of degeneration to which the 
manhood of our race has ever been degraded, and the 
enforced veneration of such monsters, as exemplars 
of perfection, has perverted the ethical standards of 
mankind to a degree for which our present genera- 
tion is as yet far from having wholly recovered. The 
love of athletic recreations is still smirched with the 
stigma of the Middle Ages; “respectability” is too 
often mistaken for a synonym of pedantry and con 
ventional effeminacy ; parents still frown upon the 
health-giving sports -of their children; vice still 
sneaks in the disguise of saintliness and world- 
renouncing aversion to physical recreations. f 

The degeneration of many once manful races has 
reached an incurable phase; the listless resignation 
to physical abasement and decrepitude. Earth has 
spurned her despisers ; millions of priest-slaves in 
* gouthern Europe have lost the inheritance of their 
fathers, and have to till the soil for aliens and despots. 
The arbitrament of war has'made them taste the 
. lowest dregs of national humiliation; the life-long 
worshipers of whining: saints appealed in vain to the 
God of Battles, and were forced to eat dust at the 
feet of the despised Infidel and heretic. The ships 
of the Spanish Armada were consecrated by a chorus 
of ranting priests commending them to the miraculous 
protection of heaven; and heaven’s answer came in 
the blast of the hurricane that buried their fleet in 
the depths of the sea. The same nation once more 
invoked the aid of the saints for the protection of an 
armament against the great naval powers of the 
nineteenth century. The ships were ceremoniously 
baptized with the most fulsomely pious names: “The 
Holy Savior of the World,” “Saint Maria,” “ Saint 
Joseph,” “The Most Holy Trinity,” and sent forth 
in full reliance on the protection of supernatural 
agencies. But in the encounter with Nelson’s self- 
relying veterans the sacred bubble at once collapsed. 
St. Joseph’s impotence howled in vain for the assist- 
ance of the Holy Ghost. The Savior of the World 
could save himself only by a shameful flight, and the 
Most Holy Trinity succumbed to a decided surplus 
of holes. 

E.—-REDEMPTION. 

In the work of physical regeneration Nature meets 
the reformer more than half-way. Our children need 
but little encouragement to break the fetters of the 
fatuous restraint that dooms them to a life of 
physical apathy. They ask nothing but time and 
opportunity to redeem the coming generation from 
the stigma of unmanliness and debility. Physical 
and intellectual education should again go hand in 
hand if we would promote the happiness of a 
redeemed race on the plan that made the age of Gre- 
cian philosophy and gymnastics the brightest era in 
the history of mankind. Physical reform should. be 
promoted by the systematic encouragement of 
athletic sports; every township should have a free 
gymnasium, every village a free foot-race park; by 
prize-offers for. supremacy in competitive gymnastics 
` wealthy philanthropists could turn thousands of boy 
topers into young athletes. We should have athletic 
county meetings, state field-days, and national or 
international Olympiads. 

. Educational ethics should fully recognize the 
rights.of the body. We should admit the unorthodox, 
but also undeniable, truth that an upright and 
magnanimous disposition is a concomitant of bodily 
strength, while fickleness, duplicity, and querulous 
injustice are the characteristics of debility. We 
should teach our children that a healthy mind can 
dwell only in a healthy body, and that he who 
pretends to find no time to take care of his health is 
a workman who thinks it a waste of time to take care 
of his tools. 
` (TO BE CONTINUED.) 

— eor 


News and Notes. 


I lectured at Corvallis Sunday, July 10th, to a. 


fair audience, afternoon and evening. But Corvallis 
is a slow-going place for Liberalism at present. 
There is much indifference, owing to the fact, perhaps, 
that Corvallis is a little bit out of the way, and doesn't 
feel the pulses of the “ wide, wide world.” However, 
it expects ere long to be one of the great main lines of 
travel from the Atlantic to the Pacific. Ten million 
dollars is now ready, I believe, to complete the rail- 
road through western Oregon to Boise City, connecting 


with the Northwestern Railroad, and being a con- | 


tinuation of the Oregon and Pacific, which runs 
from Albany through Corvallis to Yaquina Bay, mak- 
ing a new trans-continental route which will open im- 
mense tracts of country to the inroads of civilization. 
This will giv new life to Corvallis, and so progress 
and Liberalism. However, I found a whole team in 
my friend B. F. Hyland, the son of a clergyman, but 
packed with Liberalism like a summer-day with sun- 
shine. A half-dozen like him would revolutionize 
Corvallis. Mr. Wheeler is another splendid ally. 
These are the only two who take Tug TRUTH SEEKER 
or Liberal journals in this place, and they show the 
vigorous impulse of constant communication with 
the world-wide movement of Freethought. I always 
find my best success where Tae Trura Seeker and 
Investigator hay preceded me, and so I see that our 


solid work for the future depends upon the increase | At Woodburn I strike my friend Scott, of the Liberal 


of their circulation. 

I was glad to meet with friends from the vicinity 
—Mr. Hodges, Mr. Clark, ete.—and I don't leave 
Corvallis with discouragement. I shall return again 
and hav a larger audience. 

I was pleased also to meet Mr. I. T. Ford, of In- 
dependence, postmaster of the place, against whom 
the Christians hav waged a bitter warfare on account 
of his outspoken Liberalism, but without success. 
He stands his ground, and the community is in his 
favor. I hope to lecture at Independence on my 
next tour. From all indications, I expect to 
prosecute the campaign again, after the next Congress, 
along the Pacific states. They are full of promis. 

From Corvallis I come to Stayton, where I giv 
three lectures July 12th, 13th, and 14th. The. or- 
thodox element here is one of the most bitter I hav 
met. There was an intense desire to do me physical 
violence. Some thought I ought to be mobbed and 
hung. I reckon a few of them thought I had horns 
and hoofs. However, we hav stanch men here, and 
they don’t scare worth a cent, and we went right 
ahead. All the lectures were crowded, and I gave 
an extra address in the grove, to which, also, there 
was a large attendance. We organized a Secular 
Union with forty good names for the start. Wm. 
Sims, Otto Schellberg, T. J. McCary, Dr. Matheson, 
Captain Waters, H. N. Cooper, I. H. Cooley, Frank 
Roe, George Gaspel, Wm. Brown, N. R. Adams, and 
others are our “ Marion’s men” in these Oregon for- 
ests, and the enemy will find an unbroken front. 

I want to speak a word for McCary, who presided 
at the Liberal meetings and is president of the 
Union organized here. He is teacher in the school, 
of recognized ability, but the orthodox are going 
to make a hot fight against him and remove him, if 
possible, on account of his fearless advocacy of 
Freethought. He made burning, eloquent addresses 
at my meetings in defense of his position. If the 
orthodox do remove him, it will only open a larger 
field of usefulness; for I believe he would make 
a brilliant success on the Freethought platform, and 
such men we now need in our ever advancing work. 

The orthodox of the vicinity wanted a debate with 
Clark Braden, and they sent him a telegram to 
“come on.” I instantly refused to meet him, on the 
ground. that he was no gentleman, and by his own 
base methods was ruled out of the lists of honorable 
warfare; and I took occasion at Stayton and Silver- 
ton to expose this theological tramp, and I think 
that even the Christians are ashamed of his com- 
pany—at least, every Christian lady and gentleman. 


At the close of my lectures at Stayton a challenge |: 


was given me for debate. I instantly accepted it, 
with the condition, which was granted, that I should 
choose a time not included in my present engage- 
ments. As these take almost every evening until 
November 1st and the meeting of Congress, the 
debate will not come off until my next tour; but 
unless the orthodox party back down, the debate 
is as certain as anything can be in the course of 
human events. í 

Silverton friends greet me at Stayton—Fitzgerald, 
Davenport, Wolford, McIntosh—and in the early 
morning (Friday) we take a drive for Silverton over 
the beautiful Waldo hills. This is one of the love- 
liest farming sections of Oregon, and is a rural 
paradise, indeed, of splendid fields, orchards, groves, 
etc. We stop at Ralph Geer's, a famous pioneer of 
this country, whose deeds of strength are among the 
legends of the land. We gather fruits, flowers, etc., 
for a merry hour, but in the midst of the very sùn- 
shine of our joy Fitzgerald meets with a sudden fall, 
and a swift, terrific vision of death appears which 
I shall never forget. The awful shadow passes 
away, and life triumphs; but it leaves my friend 
Fitzgerald weak and on a bed of suffering—a noble 
friend, indeed—frank, brave, genial—the life of the 
company—generous, open-hearted—a comrade whom 
we love; and so our deepest sympathies are with 
him and his noble wife, whose charming home has 
been to me a rest and inspiration. Nowhere hav 
I had a more delightful welcome. The lights and 
shadows come; but these all shall only knit more 
closely the ties of fellowship, and make our humanity 
sweeter, and nobler, and sorrow shall be the minister 
of kindness and hope. 

In the evening I lectured to a crowded house, 
nearly a third of the audience being obliged to stand. 
I spoke in reply to the Rev. Mr. Driver on the gen- 
uinness, authenticity, and inspiration of the Bible. I 
think our Christian friends hav heard some facts 
about the history of the Bible of which they never 
dreamed. The discussion has done good, and I only 
wish that the Rev. Mr. Driver would meet me in de- 
bate. But he will not. I hav challenged him, but 
he finds that “discretion is the better part of valor.” 

I am up with the early worm on Saturday morn- 
ing—not, however, to be caught by thé early bird. 
With one of Marshbank’s good teams, Homer Daven- 
port takes me over to Woodburn, eleven miles off, for 
the morning train to Portland. It was a beautiful 
drive in the jeweled dawn, the woods and fields 
growing luminous and fiery in the advancing day. 


myself awhile. 


benefited, to send a statement to that effect. 


knowledge of the writer. 
bring me a large number of such testimonials which 


host, and on we go to Portland. Here again I meet 
my friends the Saunders, Niles, Beal, etc., and rest 
Saturday afternoon I come to Forest 
Grove, and here I get the enthusiastic greeting of 


T. G. Todd, who keeps our forces in motion at this 
point in spite of much indifference. 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Buxton this happy 
Sunday morning, and pleasant surroundings and 
genial hospitality make my pilgrim pathway full of 
cheer and hope. 
ing, and doubt not I shall hav a good reception in this 
old camping-ground of friend York, where his ring- 
ing voice has been heard. Next week I am busy-—Mon- 
day and Tuesday evenings at Eagle Creek; Wednes- 
day at East Portland; Thursday at Portland; Friday 
at Astoria; Sunday next at Seattle; Monday and 
Tuesday, July 25th and 26th, at Newcastle; July 
29th, 30th, and 31st and Aug. 1st at Snohomish; 
Aug. 4th and 5th at Port Angeles; Aug. Tth, 8th, 
and 9th at Port Townsend; Portland, Aug. 11th; 
Colfax, W. T., Aug. 13th, 14th, and 15th; and then 
I expect to be at Spokane Falls, Walla Walla, Pen- 
dleton, Union City, Baker City, Prairie City, and 
thence to Emmett’s and Boise City, Idaho. 
to be in Salt Lake City Sept. 24th and 25th for the 
convention of the Liberals of Utah, and from thence 
by way of Colorado and Nebraska to Chicago for the 
national Congress in November. 


I am now at the 


I lecture this afternoon and even- 


I expect 


Samvet P. Purnam. 


>—_ OH —____—— 
Testimonials Wanted. 


To rar Eprrog or Tus Truri Susser, Sir: A letter 
from Mr. H. E. Dewey, in Tux Truru Srexer of July 
23d, applauds Elmina’s work and cites two instances 
in which her efforts hav resulted in benefit and hap- 
piness to others. Many similar cases must be known 
to Elmina’s friends, and it would greatly. aid and 
strengthen her and be a deserved tribute to her de- 
votion if the reports of such cases were collected. I 
therefore ask each and all who hav experienced 
benefit from her work, or who know of others so 
Such 
statement should be authentic, and within the positiv 
I expect this request will 


I can use to advantage, while respecting the wishes 
of those who indieate that they wish their communi- 
eations treated as confidential. 
i Ep. W. CHAMBERLAIN, 
Treas. N. D. A ,120 Broadway, N. Y. 


— taamu 
Mrs. Slenker's Attorneys. 

. From Dr. Foote's Health. Menthiy. 
The question is often asked, *Do you know any- 
thing of Elmina’s attorneys?” For the information 
of all who are interested in the case we hav the pleas- 
ure of presenting the following extract from a letter 
from Prof. Thomas N. Conrad, ex-president of the 
Virginia Agricultural and Mechanical College: “The 
law firm of Ronald & Heermans, of Blacksburg, Mont- 
gomery county, Va., stands well, and deservedly so. 
Chas. A. Ronald, the senior member of the firm, is 
sixty years of age, was a soldier in the Mexican war, 
and was the senior colonel in the famous “ Stone- 
wall” brigade, and was its actual commander in a 
number of its battles. He is a lawyer of thirty-five 
years’ experience, was at one time the common- 
wealth’s attorney of his county, and twice represented 
the county in the legislature. He is a Democrat in 
politics, an eloquent advocate, and a gentleman of 
high standing and ability. - Charles A. Heermans, 
the junior member of the firm, is forty-five years old, 
the present commonwealth’s attorney for the county, 
a journalist of fifteen years’ experience, has a large 
acquaintance in the state, of commanding influence, 
a Republican in politics, and a rising man of south- 
west Virginia. 

“There are few firms possessing greater advan- 
tages and capable of rendering more efficient service 
to any cause they espouse.” 

In addition to Messrs. Ronald and Heermans, both 
this law firm and Mrs. Slenker are in correspondence 
with the treasurer of our National Defense Associa- 
tion, who is also an able lawyer. E.W. Chamberlain, 
Esq., has been a constant attendant at the meetings 
of the Defense Association, has taken a deep interest 
in its work, and is thoroughly conversant with the 
prosecutions which hav taken place under the Com- 
stock law, and he is especially familiar with such 
cases as might properly be called persecutions. 
Those: who are contributing money for Elmina's 
defense are entitled to know these facts, and it is 
with much pleasure that we spread before our read- 
ers what we hav learned from Professor Conrad in 
regard to the local counsel and what we know our- 
selvs of one who is in constant correspondence with 
the defense. 


-o mmm 
Ta St. Stephen's Home for Orphans and Homeless Chil- 
dren in East 98th street, this city, is soon to become & paro- 
chial school. The Home was founded by Dr. McGlynn to 
provide for the poor children of the parish, contrary to the 
wisbes of the church authorities, who wanted him to build a 
parochia! school. Jt is said that the New Dorp, Staten 
Island, Home, also founded by Dr. McGlynn for poor chil- 
dren, has already been broken up and will soon be sold. 
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Communications. 


Bible Astronomy and Evolution. 


Without a doubt, immense progress has been made 
in all the physical sciences during the last two cent- 
uries ; indeed, it may be truly said that methodized 
knowledge has accumulated with far greater rapidity 
since the printing press has revealed the facts to the 
multitude than in all previous history. Science is 
distinguished from common knowledge in this—that 
whereas science uses the facts which are commonly 
known, it does more, it arranges and organizes them. 

Of the sciences, none has greater fascination to the 
speculativ mind than astronomy. Its truths are dis- 
covered by careful observation, and by even more 
careful mathematical calculations. It has been well 
observed that all science, to become accurate, must 
be expressed in terms of mathematics. In that case, 
astronomy may be regarded as a fairly exact science. 
And so indeed it is. The astronomer may predict 
with absolute certainty many astronomical phenom- 
ena a hundred years before their happening. To the 
very hour he can foretell the next transit of Venus. 

But while it is true that to-day such wonders may 
be performed, it was not always so. 

It is perfectly plain to the most superficial student 
of the Bible that the writers of its various fragment- 

_ ary essays knew nothing of astronomy. 

The writer of the first chapter of Genesis had no 
idea either of the distance of the stars from the sun 
or the earth, or of their magnitude. He appears to 
bav thought that this earth was the only world, and 
all the heavenly bodies unimportant auxiliaries. The 
universe to him consisted merely of this earth, which 
he believed to be walled about on every hand by an 
overhanging, arch-like, solid firmament. 

When the poet Thompson finely wrote: 

With what an awful, world-revolving power, 

Were first the unwieldy planets launch’d along 

Th’ illimitable void! Thus to remain 

Amid the flux of many thousand years, 

That oft had swept the toiling race of men 

And all their labored monuments away, 

Firm, unremitting, matchless in their course, 

To the kind tempered change of night and day, 

_ And of the seasons ever stealing round, 

Minutely faithful, 
he was expressing from a poetic point of view an 
aspect of the astronomical phenomena following the 
alleged creation which was quite beyond the grasp 
of the writer of Genesis. 

No idea of the “illimitable void” through which 
the multitudinous stars continually coursed appears 
to hav entered his thoughts. To him the earth was 
flat, and the sun, moon, and stars fixed in the heavens 
like sun burners, or electric lights on the roofs of 
theaters or great halls. 

And the writer of the book of Joshua was no less 
ignorant, for according to him, at the command of 
Joshua the “sun and the moon stood still,” a state- 
ment which is absurd on the face of it, since, 
so far as this earth is concerned, the sun does not 
move, but the earth revolves around it. It is a dec- 
laration, moreover, which could only hav been made 
in an age of supreme ignorance of the elementary 
principles of astronomy. Many divines hav sought 
to explain away the absurdity of the inspired writer 
by declaring that what actually took place was that 
the earth stood still, and this, it is alleged, gave the 
appearance described by the Bible writer. But this 
only renders the passage more ridiculous from a 
scientific standpoint than before, for as the earth, 
besides revolving on its axis, is traveling round the 
sun at a speed almost equivalent to a thousand miles 
an hour, for the earth to hav stood still would hav 
meant the precipitation into space of all animated 
beings, and the probable engulfment of the earth by 
the sun. 

A careful study of the pages of the Bible will 
show, however, that all the astrologers mentioned 
within its pages proceeded in their investigations 
into celestial phenomena on a wrong assumption— 
the assumption that the earth was the center of the 
universe. Nobody can blame them for it; they were 
doubtlessly perfectly honest—and if the priesthood 
of subsequent ages had not claimed for the writings 
in which these views are set forth “divine inspira- 
tion,” these astrologers would hav deserved nothing 
but praise for their early and earnest guesses at truth. 

But in the natural evolution of the human mind 
the study of the heavenly bodies underwent numerous 
important changes. Human life at best is short, and 
few are the fasts which even long-lived astronomers 
could gather for the benefit of their fellows. If, as 
the learned Josephus thought, “God . indulged 
the antediluvians with a long life that they might 
bring astronomy and geometry to perfection,” then 
undoubtedly the intention of deity was never real- 
ized, or, the early astronomers, or astrologers, as they 
were called, having very inadequate means of making 
known their accumulated knowledge, much of it 
must hav been lost either in the teaching or, as 
a religious writer seriously suggests, “in the flood.” 
In other words, it must hav been washed “from the 
tables of the memory” of Noah and hig “righteous” 
but probably very ignorant family, 


The Chaldeans, the Egyptians, and Chinese appear 
to hav made astronomy an important study, and 
with some useful results. l 

The Egyptians conceived that the planets Mercury 
and Venus revolved like satellites around the sun; 
but they believed the earth to be stationary, and the 
sun, moon, and stars to revolve round it. 

The Greeks, too, cultivated the study of astronomy, 
and Pythagoras, who lived more than five hundred 
years before Christ, seems to hav been the first 
to teach that the sun was the center of the universe; 
that the earth was globular, and moved round the 
sun; that the moon was inhabited, and that comets 
are wandering stars. 

But it was not till Copernicus, in the sixteenth 
century, formulated afresh this system, with some 
slight improvements, that it began to be accepted 
even by cultivated persons. Galileo was condemned 
for preaching it, and had to recant or die. . He pre- 
ferred to recant. Bruno, more brave, chose rather to 
die at the stake than yield up what he believed to be 
true. So, too, did Vanini and many another pioneer 
of progress. 

The invention of the telescope, the wonderful dis- 


‘coveries made by the use of it by Galileo and others, |. 


all tended to confirm the principles laid down by 
Copernicus, and to open up a wider field of study for 
future astronomers. With a still further improve- 


| ment of the telescope, and the manufacture of one 


120 feet in length, great strides were made in astro- 
nomical science. 

In the year 1666, in his twenty-fourth year of age, 
Sir Isaac Newton made his wonderful discovery of 
the law of gravitation. While resting under a tree 
in an orchard the young scientist was struck upon 
the head by a falling apple, which led him to numer- 
ous important reflections. First of all, he thought 
that, as all bodies lighter than the earth were irresist- 
ibly attracted toward it, so it might be that this 
law of attraction or gravitation acted in other regions 
besides the earth; that this law extended as far 
as the moon, whose motion would necessarily be 
influenced by it. 

In his “ Principia,” Sir Isaac Newton very largely 
elaborates this theory. He also was the inventor of 
a telescope. 

Few very important discoveries were made in 
astronomy from this point until Sir William Herschel 
directed his large telescopes toward the heavens. 
Then many important discoveries were made, which 
not only extended the astronomical view of the 
planetary system, but also of the sidereal heavens. 

Sir Wm. Herchel’s son, following in his father’s 
footsteps, continued the work, and, with the aid of 
Sir J. South, made a catalog of 380 double stars, 
determining with the utmost precision and accuracy 
their distances and angles of position. 

From this time down to the present, extraordinary 
progress has been made, so that it may be truly said 
that not only are most of the movements of the 
heavenly bodies known ; not only can the distances of 
the stars be determined ; not only can eclipses of 
sun or moon be accurately foretold ; not only can the 
composition of comets be demonstrated, but Professor 
Tyndall has carried experimental science so far as to 
determin the weight of & comet’s tail. 

All this knowledge, it will be observed, is a slow 
growth. Changes undoubtedly hav taken place in 
the heavenly bodies themselvs during the thousands 
of years that hav elapsed since the early astrologers 
or the Biblical writers first devoted their attention 
to the study of celestial phenomena. . But no such 
changes hav occurred to account for the topsey- 
turvy view of the subject which our early ancestors 
entertained. To them the stars were small luminaries 
fixed in the heavens to giv the earth light by night ; 
they were but “ twinkle, twinkle little stars.” Now, 
however, they are discovered to be immense bodies, 
millions, or in some cases billions, of miles away from 
the earth; some of them are found to be great suns; 
others are so distant that the light from them has 
not yet reached the earth, notwithstanding the 
immense speed at which it travels. 

And the’ study of astronomy,.in addition to 
revealing many facts with which we were previously 
unacquainted, has done more than any other science 
to banish the gods from the universe and to make 
known the unity of nature. The astronomer finds 
that he -can set no limits to nature; that he ean 
neither scale her hights nor penetrate her depths— 
that, go as far, in any given direction, as he may, 
there is still boundless space beyond which no man 
has penetratrated, or probably can penenetrate. 

Man’s faculties are finite; how, then, can he 
possibly grasp the infinit—whether it be called nature 
or God? Arraur B. Moss. 

— eo ^ 

A PERSON who derives all his instruction from 
teachers or books, even if he escape the besetting 
temptatión of contenting himself with cram, is under 
no compulsion to hear both sides; accordingly it is 
far from a frequent accomplishment, even among 
thinkers, to know both sides; and the weakest part 
of what everybody says in defense of his opinion is 
what he intends as a reply to antagonists.—/John 
Stuart Mill, 


Are Christians Spiritualists?” 


Perhaps nine-tenths of the laity would indignantly 
answer, No! a 

But “to the law and the testimony.” 

The word * spirit" occurs some hundreds of times 
in the Christian's Bible, but it is usually accompanied 
by a definitiv term. : 

Only a few Bible writers hint at a belief in spirit 
as an entity separate and apart from the body. 

The Old Testament writers are remarkably silent 
in regard to a future state. ; 

The New Testament writers often refer to an 
entity termed by them “the holy spirit," “the Holy 
Ghost," * the spirit," etc., evidently meaning & sup- 
posed personification of the deity which they wor- 
shiped. ` 

The phrase, “ spirit of God" occurs some twenty- 
five or thirty times, but in nearly every instance is 
defined by some accompanying word or words as 
pertaining to man. 

“The spirit of God moved on the face of the 
waters” is an incomprehensible phrase unless con- 
strued to mean that power inherent in nature capable 
of evolving order out of chaos. , 

This * spirit of God" came on Balsam, Saul, upon 
Saul's messengers to David, on Aza, and was in Job's . 
nostrils. It is also said to dwell in believers, and 
sanctifies them if they do not grieve it. 

Matthew saw “the spirit of God” descending in 
the form of a dove at Christ’s baptism, which is a big 
crumb of comfort for the gullible. It was by the 
spirit of God that Christ cast out devils. 

God is said to be “the God of spirits,” “the 
father of the spirits of all flesh ;" he “maketh angels 
spirits ;" it is also said that * there are four spirits of 
heaven," whatever that may mean. 

The “unclean spirits,” “(dumb spirits,” and ‘foul 
Spirits " spoken of and cast aut by Jews and apostles , 
betrayed their gross ignorance of physiology by at- 
tributing diseases to the agency of demons. 

The practices of Christians and Spiritualists in ex 
orcising and invoking the supposed communion of 
spiritual beings are decidedly similar. 

The oracle of the ark of the covenant, or the ark 
of God, and the breastplate worn by the priests 
singularly enough resemble the planchette and cab- 
inet dark seances of modern Spiritualists. 

The making of an ax swim, the increase of oil in the 
ots by Elisha, read like the “ manifestations” of 
ower mediums and others of Banner of Light 

fame. 

The suspension of physical laws was about as com- 
mon among Bible worthies, or unworthies, as among 
the disciples of the Fox girls. Christians, of course, 
accept all “ the truths” recorded in God's infallible 
word, the same as the Spiritualist refers all.those 
mysterious mental and nervous phenomena to the 
agency of disembodied spirits at once, and without 
investigation or controversy. 

The handwriting on the wall at Belshazzar's feast | 
is complemented now all over the land by *'inde- 
pendent slate-writing." 

The appearance of Jesus “in the midst" of the - 
disciples, “ the doors being shut,” reads mighty like 
the description of a dark seance (John xx, 26). 

Acts ii, 2—the pentecostal “ out and down pour- 
ing” of “the spirit” sounds wonderfully like an 
account of a seance of mediums. l 

Then “the spirit of prophecy” is spoken of, and 
the power of “discerning spirits,” which smacks 
strongly of the teachings of modern Spiritualism. 

Peter preached to the spirits in prison, which is 
another conundrum ; and John, in Patmos (whose 
liver was morbid), saw “three unclean spirits, like 
the spirits of devils.” 

But the grandest seance of all was the ascension of 
Christ in broad daylight into the clouds in the pres- 
ence of a gaping crowd. . 

The church, however, kicks on the healing of dis- 
eases in the face of the positiv and direct assertions 
of Christ and the apostles to the effect that the 
elders and believers could eure the siek and handle 
venomous serpents with impunity. 

The “ familiar spirits” referred to in the Bible cor- 
respond very well with the “guardian angels” or 
“spirit controls " of mediums. 

The dreams, visions, trances, etc., of the writers of 
the Bible and Bible characters are often quoted by 
* Christian” Spiritualists in confirmation of their 
doctrins. ` 

Since the advent of authentic history it has been 
the universal custom to attribute all mysterious 
mental phenomena to a spiritual origin, and all 
natural phenomena to God. The latter. belief was 
prevalent in Bible times. 

There is no appreciable difference between the rav- 
ings of Saint John in the Isle of Patmos, and the in- 
coherent uttermgs of many modern trance mediums. 

Pulpit perorations are often of the same flippant, 
senseless nature. 1 

The prophets of the Bible were mediums in the 
same sense that mediums are prophets. 

Christians meet together and pray for “the com- 
munion and indwelling of the holy spirit;' while 
Spiritualists meet, sing, and invoke “the influence,” 
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or the spirits of the dead, as they claim to under- 
stand it. 3 

‘The “ conditions" necessary to obtain the desired 
results are the same in the Christian church meeting 
as in the Spiritualistie seance. 

The writer has witnessed and experienced the 
mental phenomena of the so-called “revivals of relig- 
ion,” as well as those of spirit-mediumship, and 
attributes them all to psychic laws not well under- 
stood. That they cau and will be accounted for 
without requiring the intervention of spirits—holy or 
otherwise--I hav no doubt. | 

The results aré self-induced in both instances ; that 
is, no results would take place in either case did not 
the Christian or Spiritualist. arrange or bring about 
the necessary “ conditions.” 

The mental or nervous phenomena peculiar to 
religious revivals would ensue just the same did the 
devotee concentrate and direct his devotions to 
Jove, Jupiter, Mohammed, Buddha, or Confucius, in- 
stead of to Jesus; likewise, “the manifestations” of 
Spiritualists would occur the same if the diakka of 
the planet Saturn or the demons of hades were in- 
voked, instead of the spirits of dead relativs and 
friends. 

Spiritual manifestations are both illusory and de- 
lusiv, and the same may be said of the Christian re- 
ligion. 

There exists no evidence that the theory of either 
the one or the other is true. In fact, the tendency of 
what proof there is attainable in regard to either is 
to prove that they are both false. 

. Christianity has been in vogue eighteen hundred 
years, yet the world is not saved from sin. 

Modern Spiritualism made its advent about half a 
century ago, yet instead of the world being revolu. 
tionized to its doctrins, there are, perhaps, more Ma- 
terialists now than there were then. 

Like the boiling of a pot, the results, the modus 
operandi of “getting religion" and becoming *de. 
veloped” aga medium, flow from within outward, 
and not vice versa, as supposed by the respectiv 
devotees. 

So far as known, there is no power or influence 
above or outside of us to produce the results ob- 
served. There is nothing supernatural, supermun- 
dane, or beyond the cognizance of our senses; or if 
there does exist anything of that sort it is beyond 
our comprehension and utility, and as such it is use- 
less for us to theorize or speculate about it. 

The Christian theorizes upon the beauties of a 
future home beyond the clouds, or in an indefinable 
somewhere, attainable on good behavior here, while 
the Spiritualists: expatiate on the loveliness of the 
great beyond or * summer-land." 

The Christian looks forward to the resurrection of 
“body and breeches,” while the Spiritualists claim 
that the mind or thinking principle only will survive 
death, yet it is to be in an ethereal, human form. 

“ Experiencing religion,” or passing under “spirit 
control,” exalts and intensifies the feelings or senses 
somewhat like the ecstasies of hypnotic subjects. 
and, prolonged, deranges the organic functions and 
dethrones reason. 

'The brain is in an abnormal whirl of excitement, 
all the forces of life appearing to be centered and 
concentrated there, and attempting to escape upward 
through the top of the head because the skull seems 
too small to contain the sea of bliss in which the soul 
is floating. It is a mental intoxication. It is ex- 
tremely dangerous to drink excessivly at this elysian 
fountain. 

The man or woman who sails too often on this 
mysterious, unknown sea soon becomes satiated with 
ihe jewels gathered there, and would gladly ex- 
change them for the husks of the normal state. The 
whole being becomes so intensely absorbed in this 
mysterious ocean of wild, ecstatic delirium, that the 
unfortunate subject is oblivious to. the requirements 
and duties of practical life, caring for neither wife nor 
potato-patch, and lands in an insane asylum an object 
of pity, a wreck of his or her former self—all from 
attempting to sound and sail in the boundless abyss 
of the unknown, where there is no shore, chart, or 
compass to guide. Vain mortals, beware ! 

But to return. The Christian longs to walk the 
golden-paved streets of the mythical New Jerusalem, 
carrying palms, harps, and singing and shouting 
forever in sight of “the great white throne” which 
John saw, with those hideous beasts sitting around 
to complete the picture and the Christian’s happi- 
ness; while the Spiritualist expects to hav a good 
time generally “ over there,” and, by way of spice to 
relieve the monotony of sylvan groves and “ the 
music of the spheres,” to oecasionally whisk around 
the scenes of his earth life, rapping tables, thumping 

` pianos, and controling mediums, for the edification 
of gullible mortals and for his own advancement in 
“the spirit spheres. 

There is to be observed this difference between 
the praetices of Bible Spiritualists and their Christian 
successors in modern times—the former “asked 
counsel of the Lord,” that is, consulted the oracle, 
prophet, or priest in regard to their temporal affairs 
only; the latter claim to ask God to save them from 


temptation, sin, and an endless hell, though they are 
careful to weave into their prayers always.a petition 
for the reception of “ every good and perfect gift.” 

The instructions of the Lord to some of the Bible 
mediums or prophets were about equal to the “ con- 
ditions” required for the development of modern 
mediumship. 

Hosea was instructed by the Lord first to marry a 
prostitute and afterward an adulteress. Whether 
modern Spiritualism is responsible for free love doc- 
trins or not, free loveism was unknown till after the 
advent of the Spiritualist craze. 

Moreover, the Mormon branch of the church base 
their polygamous practices upon the teachings of 
the Bible. The spiritual “sealing” of a number of 
women to one man as carried out by the “ Latter-day 
Saints” is but the system of concubinage taught in 
the Bible gone to seed. 

The vast temporal and spiritual power claimed by 
the holy mother Roman Catholic church—-of which 
Protestantism is only a sugar-coated parasite or side 
issue—is founded on Christ’s declaration to Peter in 
Matthew xvi; 18, 19. 

The church—especially the Catholic—extorts its 
millions annually from its votaries for its supposed 
influence and ministrations before a mythical “ throne 
of grace,” for the “free pardon of sin,” for the sale 
of indulgences, etc. 

The eighty thousand able-bodied priestly drones 
in the United States fleece their unsuspecting victims 
to the tune of from $20 to $20,000 yearly, for their 
intercession as middle men or mediums between man 
and supposed gods. eau 

An “innumerable company " of astrologers, sooth- 
sayers, trance lecturers, and spirit mediums ply their 
vocation at from twenty-five cents to $5 per head for 
their '^seances," “sittings,” answering of “sealed 
letters,” etc. 

Where's the difference? 

Echo only answers, * Where ?" 

W. A. Smmrson, Ex-Deacon and Ex-Medium. 

Stockton, Tenn. 

———— 9 —99———————— 
Mrs. Slenker's Offense. 


Mrs. Slenker has forwarded us a copy of the indict- 
ment found against her. It reads as follows: 


District Court of the United States of America for the West- 
ern District of Virginia in the fourth circuit, at a special 
term of the District Court of the United States of Amer- 
ica, for the. Western District of Virginia in the fifth cir- 
cuit, held at Abingdon within and for the District and 
circuit aforesaid, on the 12th of July iu the year of our 
Lord 1887, and continued by adjournment to and includ- 
ing the 14th day of July, 1887. 

Western District of Virginia, S.S. 

The Jurors of the United States of America within and for 
the district and circuit aforesaid, on their oaths present that 
Elmina D. Slenker, late of Pulaski county in the district and 
circuit aforesaid, heretofore, to wit, on the 15th day of March, 
1887, at the said Western District of Virginia, and within the 
jurisdiction of this court, did unlawfully and knowingly de- 
posit and cause to be deposited in the mail of the United 
States for mailing and delivering in the post-office of Snow- 
ville, Va., certain obscene, lewd, and lascivious writings, 
papers, prints, and publications, one of which said writings 
is called, ‘‘The Girl and the Dog,” and the others of said 
writings, prints, and publications are without any title what- 
soever, and all of which said writings, papers, prints, and 
publications are so Jewd, obscene, and lascivious that the 
same would be offensiv to the court here and improper to be 
placed on the records thereof, wherefore the jurors aforesaid 
do not set forth the same in this indictment, which said 
writings, prints, and publications were then and there 
inclosed in a paper envelope, which said envelope was 
indorsed in red ink, ‘‘ Private papers of Elmina D. Slenker, 
Snowville, Va.,” which said envelope, containing said writ- 
ings, prints, and publications as aforesaid, was then and 
there inclosed in another paper envelope, which said last- 
named paper envelope was then and there addressed and 
directed as follows: ** W. H. Barclay, Richmond, Va." 

Against the peace of the said United States and their dig- 
nity and against the form and statute of said United States 
in such case made and provided. 


We hav never seen the stuff mentioned, and there- 
fore cannot say how offensiv it is. If it is the same 
that was printed in the Word, it is very disgusting, 
and we cannot imagin how Mrs. Slenker should hav 
thought she was doing good by circulating it. 


MR. HEYWOOD ON THE MATTER. 


To rae Errog or Tug Taura Seexer, Sir: In your 
issue of this date Mrs. Slenker says: 
Right here I want to make one simple explanation of what 


has gone against me more than almost any other one thing. 
In the correspondence many wonderful accounts of 


monstrosities born of conuections between animals and 
human beings came to me from many quarters. I knew 
Heywood was interested in all that pertains to sex and 
heredity, so wrote a note to him telling him of the stories I 
had received, and, to my sorrow and Surprise, he published 
the item in the Word, I did not think it fit for publication, 
and so failed to mark it ** private.” 


This implied (though perhaps not intended) censure 
of me as being the cause of what *has gone against 
her more than almost any other one thing,” is un- 
called for and unsupported by the facts. The brief 
extract.(five lines only in our narrow célumns) ap- 
peared in the last September Word. In the October 
Word Y printed along letter from Mrs. Slenker fully 
explaining her position as an investigator of sex 
questions, but containing no such insinuation as is 
implied in the above: Mrs. Slenker’s letter was like 


“hundreds of others Mrs. Heywood and I hav received 


from her ; £t contained nothing whatever indicating 
that it was a “private” letter. The fact printed was 
a revolting one, but none the less a fact because it 
let daylight into the dark, rotten morality of so- 
ealled “good society.” The public statement of facts 
relativ to mental disease (no names of persons impli- 
cated were given) is as much an imperativ necessity 
to reformation as that the diagnosis of physical 
disease must precede suggestion of remedies. To 
say the fact was “not fit for publication” is to say 
that the patient better die of the malady than be re- 
lieved by faithful eurativs, even though pain is inci- 
dental to convalescence. It recalls pro-slavery irra- 


tionalism which tried to “remove” the Abolitionists 


for exposing the villainies of chattel bondage ; it was 
not the sin, but pictures of it, which shoeked the pro- 
slaverites ! 

Whenever persons intimate to us that what they 
say is confidential, their wish, of course, is always re- 
spected; but facts sent us are fit or “not fit” to 
print, according to conditions of which the publishers 
of the Word must judge for themselvs. Unless 
specially marked “private,” I do not consider it a 
compliment to me, or to the senders, to receive from 
them statements which they are afraid or ashamed 
to face in print. I am not, never was, and never 
shall be in the clandestin role of social reformer. 
Persons unprepared to stand behind their own sen- 
tences, written or spoken to me, I hav no use for. 

But, irrespectiv of the above, I am with you, Mr. 
Editor, in every brave and timely word you hav 
printed in Mrs. Slenker's defense. Her arrest and 
imprisonment is an outrage on personal liberty and 
the rights of private correspondence, which will be 
resented, more and more, as people become intelli- 
gent enough to sense the villainy of Comstock’s 
“laws.” I trust that the intrinsic nobility of the 
woman in this case, the spotless righteousness of her 
purpose, and the imperativ necessity of reform will 
assure her unconditional acquittal. 


Princeton, July 16, 1887. E. H. Heywoop. 


—————— $-9— — . 
The Liberty of Thought and Discussion. 


JOHN STUART MILL “ON LIBERTY.” 


When their enemies said, *See how these Chris- 
tians love one another" (a remark not likely to be 
made by anybody now), they assuredly had a much 
livelier feeling of the meaning of their creed than 
they hav ever had since. And to this cause, proba- 
bly, it is chiefly owing that Christianity now makes 
so little progress in extending its domain, and after 
eighteen centuries is still nearly confined to Euro- 
peans and the descendants bf Europeans, Even with 
the strietly religious, who are much in earnest about 
their doctrins, and attach a greater amount of mean- 
ing to many of them than people in general, it com- . 
monly happens that the part which is thus compara- 
tivly activ in their minds is that which was made by 
Calvin, or Knox, or some such person much nearer in 
character to themselvs. The sayings of Christ co- 
exist passivly in their minds, producing hardly any 
effect beyond what is caused by mere listening to 
words so amiable and bland, There are many rea- 
sons, doubtless, why doctrins which are the badge of 
a sect retain more of their vitality than those com- 
mon to all recognized sects, and why more pains are 
taken by teachers to keep their meaning alive; but 
one reason certainly is, that the peculiar doctrins are 
more questioned, and hav to be oftener defended 
against open gainsayers. Both teachers and learners 
go to sleep at their post as soon as there is no enemy 
in the field. 


*o* 
* * 

It is the fashion of the present time to disparage 
negativ logic—that which points out weaknesses in 
theory or errors in practice, without establishiug 
positiv truths. Such negativ criticism would indeed 
be poor enough as an ultimate result; but as a 
means to attaining any positiv knowledge or convic- 
tion worthy the name, it cannot be valued too highly; 
and until people are again systematically trained to 
it, there will be few great thinkers, and a low 
general average of intellect in any but the mathe- 
matical and physical departments of speculation, On 
any other subject no one’s opinions deserve the name 
of knowledge, except so far as he has either had 
forced upon him by others, or gone through of 
himself the same mental process which would hav 
been required of bim in carrying on an activ contro- 
versy with opponents. That, therefore, which when 
absent, it is so indispensable, but so difficult to 
create, how worse than absurd is it to forego, when 
spontaneously offering itself! If there are any 
persons who contest a received opinion, or who will 
do so if law or opinion will let them, let us thank 
them for it, open our minds to listen to them, and 
rejoice that there is some one to do for us what 
we otherwise ought, if we hav any regard for either 
the certainty or the vitality of our convictions, to do 
with much greater labor for ourselvs. 

— eo 
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Still Believe in Hell. 

In his magnificent tribute to the late Henry Ward 
Beecher, Colonel Ingersoll drew a true picture of the 
orthodox Calvinistic home of seventy years ago. He 
described such a home as a “ Puritan penitentiary—a 
prison with very narrow and closely-grated windows. 
Under its walls were the rayless, hopeless, and meas- 
ureless dungeons of the damned, and on its roof fell 
the shadow of God’s eternal frown. In this prison 
the creed and catechism were primers for children, 
and from a pure sense of duty their loving hearts 
were stained and scarred with the religion of John 
Calvin. In those days," he said, * the home of an 
orthodox minister was an inquisition in which babes 
were tortured for the good of their souls. Children 
then, as now, rebelled against the infamous absurdi- 
ties and cruelties of the creed. No Calvinist was ever 
able, unless with blows, to answer the questions of 
his child. Children were raised in what was called 
‘the nurture and admonition of the Lord ’—that is 


to say, their wills were broken or subdued, their |- 


natures deformed and dwarfed, their desires defeated 
or destroyed, and their development arrested or per- 
verted. Life was robbed of its spring, its summer, 
and its autumn. Children stepped from the cradle 
into the snow. No laughter, no sunshine, no joyous, 
free, unburdened days. God, an infinit détectiv, 
watched them from above, and Satan, with malicious 
. leer, was waiting for their souls below.” 

A correspondent of the Evening Post, recognized 
by the Independent as the “son of Dr. Codman, the 
famous preacher of Dorchester, Mass., in the early 
part of the century,” declares that Colonel Ingersoll’s 
description is substantially true, as he remembers his 
father’s teachings and those of his neighbor. Dr. 
Storrs, of Braintree. He writes: 


** As children, we were often overshadowed by the assem. 
blages of the ‘ Suffolk and Norfolk county associations,’ and 
I do not believe that any of those men were hvpocrits. Dr. 
Storrs, of Braintree, father of the present Dr. Storrs, of 
Brooklyn, was one of them. He often came to Dorchester 
on an exchange. He was a fearfully eloquent preacher. In 

- his excitement he would pound the Bible and thrash the 
cushion with a vehemence that was terrible as the doctrina 
heenforced. He would picture the danger of the unregen- 
erate soul, the death-bed of the sinner, the day of judgment, 
the writhing of the damned in the lake of fire and brimstone, 
with all the power of his oratory. with shouting voice and 
with glaring eyes. Had he not been preaching against the 
devil, we would hav supposed that the devil himself was in 
the pulpit. 
any of these terrible men came home to dine, and cracked 
their jokes at the table, what wonder was it that we poor lit- 

children who had just been frightened by them nearly to 

eath wondered ‘how they could? That was indeed a 

mystery.’ ” 

Mr. Codman’s verification of Colonel Ingersoll’s 
description of an orthodox home moves the Independ- 


ent to grief, and it belabors him for his apostasy 
from the church: 


“ But the real burden of ‘J. C.s* complaint against the 
home of his father and mother is just this, that they told him 
solemnly and with tears, so as to fill his young mind with 
swe, that if he did not repent and be converted, he would go 


When Dr. Storrs, Dr. Beecher, Dr. Finney, or |. 


to hell. He does not like it. We do. We hold that it is 
good, sound, healthful teaching. Every religion has taught 
it. . . . Leta man once get it engraved deep in his soul 
that obedience and consecration are rewarded with heaven, 
and selfishness is punished with hell—that will be & creed to 
expand a boy's soul with the infinities and the eternities; it 
teaches him that to be a Christian isto hav the spirit of a 
hero anda martyr. Sucha teaching does not make dwarfs 
and cowards; it makes men. Dr. Codman’s son does not 
like it; we do.” 

Those who fondly believe that the idea of hell has 
been eradicated from the average human mind will 
experience a shock to their optimistic views in these 
words of the Independent, the leading religious lit- 
erary journal of the éountry, to quote from its pros- 
pectus. It is evident, however, that the Congrega- 
tionalists are still lingering along the pathway of 
mental progress, looking back with comforting 
thoughts to the place described by Dr. Watts as 
one of 

‘Eternal plagues and heavy chains, 
Tormenting racks and fiery coals, 
And darts to inflict immortal pains, 
Dyed in the blood of damnéd souls.” 

They keep its "memory warm, and no doubt hav 
picked out the people who will walk therein, * burn- 
ing continually, yet unconsumed,” as ancient Pollock 
put it. And not only do they believe in hell but 
they hold the belief to be good and sound and 
healthful, calculated to expand souls with “ the infin- 
ities and eternities.’ They vehemently deny that 
the devil is dead, nor will they admit that calling the 
place sheol has taken one degree from the heat of 
hell’s flames. Such stubbornness must command the 
respect accorded to mules, but the Congregationaliste 
cannot expect the intelligent portion of the world to 
view them with any great amount of admiration. 


It is evident, too, that there is still a vast expanse’ 


of missionary ground for Freethinkers to work in. 
——9-9-———————— 


A Proposed Legal Robbery. 


The Atchison correspondent of the: Kansas City 
Times, quoted by Lucifer, writes to his paper as 
follows: 

“ The $50.000 for the Lutheran college will probably be 
raised by general taxation. as a monster petition requesting 
the mayor and council to make the levy has been prepared." 

The constitution of Kansas contains this. clause: 

* . . . Nor shall any person be compelled to attend 
or support any form of worship, nor shall any control of, or 
interference with, the rights of conscience be permitted. nor 
any preference be given by law to any religious establish- 
ment or mode of worship.” 

It may be that this clause is not broad enough to 
prevent the consummation of the outrage foreshad- 
owed by the Times correspondent, but if. not, the 
courts would probably prevent a general tax levy for 
the benefit of one sect. Such a tax is clearly contrary 
to the spirit of the constitution, if not to its letter. 
It would be simply legal robbery. 


— eo 


McGlynn and His Church. 


Edward McGlynn, the excommunicated priest, is & 
very different man from Edward McGlynn, the pastor 
of the rich and populous parish of St. Stephen’s. It 
is well that this is so. As a member of the Roman 
machine Mr. McGlynn’s mouth was sealed. Now 
that he is liberated, as he puts it, he can disclose 
the purposes and crafty measures of that machine. 
His speech at the Academy of Music on the evening 
of the day that his excommunication was made public 
is a ringing arraignment of the Roman Catholic 
church, and a revelation of some of its inside political 
workings. Mr. McGlynn claims still to be a Catholic 
—a better Catholic than the pope himself—and we 
cannot, therefore, congratulate him as heartily as we 
would; but for his exposure of the priests of his 
faith he deserves well at the hands of those who are 
laboring for a truly secular government. Every man 
who opposes the Roman hierarchy is a benefactor of 
his race. 

The policy of the Roman machine, said Mr. Mc- 
Glynn, is prompted by the desire to restore the 
temporal power of the church. To accomplish this 
the pope would dicker with the devil himself, and 
sell the liberty of every Catholic in the world. It is 
with that purpose in his mind that the pope has sent 
two prelates to England to trade off Ireland for a 
papal embassador at Victoria’s court; it was for that 
purpose that the Vatican supported Bismarck at the 
last German election; and it was to aid that scheme 
that a German-American bishop of this country was 
offered the archbishopric of St. Louis if he could 


‘| instructed to build a parochial school?’ 


* As long as the Catholic people," said Mr. McGlynn, 
* whether of Ireland, or of- America, or of Germany, 
or of Poland, practically. giv the pope to understand 
that he can do what he pleases, not merely in the 
way of defining the doctrins of the church, but in the 
way of interfering in their policy and politics, and 
pulling the strings; sometimes, as in Germany, 
allowing priests not only to take an activ part in 
politics but to sit in parliament, or, as in France, 
allowing cardinals, bishops, and priests to sit in the 
assembly, and to become permanent members of the 
upper house; and again, when it suits him, permit- 
ting an archbishop to dare to say to an American 
citizen that he must never in the future make a politi- 
cal speech of any character whatever, or to attend 
any political meeting whatsoever, without the permis- 
sion of the sacred congregation of the propaganda, 
an Italian institution some thousands of miles away, 
run by men who do not know but that Florida is a 
suburb of New York, or Mobile the name of a street 
in San Francisco—as long, I say, asthe Catholic peo- 
ple of Ireland, of America, of Poland, or of Germany 
consent to let the Roman machine, of which the pope 
himself is but a mere puppet, do all that, so long will 
this Roman machine, with the pope at its head, con- 
tinue to use poor Paddy, and the poor American 
Catholic, and the poor Polish fool, and the poor Ger- 
man fool a8 so many pawns on the political chess- 
board, to be sacrificed at any time for whatever can 
be got in return.” 

Mr. McGlynn never sympathized with this policy 
of the church, nor with the attempts to isolate the 
Catholics of the country by educating their children 
in parochial schools. He believes in separating 
church and state, and maintaining the independence 
of each from the other. The policy of the church, 
in Catholic countries, has, he says, ruined the faith 
of the people, until now “it is a notorious fact that 
religion is vanishing from nearly every part of the 
world; that men who are naturally religious are 
being alienated from the churches, and, perhaps, 
more from the Catholic church than any other. In 
so-called Catholic countries,” he continues, “ you will 


‘find a peculiarily satanic hatred of religion—pope, 


bishop, creed, and church—that you will find scarcely 
anywhere else. Go to Catholic countries and you 
find that the gown of the priest'is hated as some- 
thing unclean. You will find that a priest can get 
all the room he wants in a railway carriage by simply 
exhibiting himself and his gown and shovel hat at 
the door of the compartment. It is not because of 
the great reverence they hav for his reverence, but 
that they hate the mere sight of him, that men will 
crowd into another compartment or another carriage : 
rather than be compelled to ride in the same one 
with him." These are harsh words, but they are true, 
and Mr. McGlynn confesses that the facts they dis- 
close are not new to him. — 

Considering the reasons why he was removed from 
St. Stephen’s parish, Mr. McGlynn said: 


* First, they wanted to make an example of the man who 
kept his engagement in Chickering Hall. so that all priests 
might know that no man among them might make a speech 
without the permission and consent of the archbishop, so 
that the archbishop should hav the unquestioned control of 
all his priestly ‘ subjects. It was a precedent that would 
diminish the value and the quantity of the goods that he 
might occasionally wish to deliver to one or another political 
party. It is told on unquestioned authority that the arch- 
bishop was eager to send for a prominent Democrat to assure 
him that Dr. McGlynn had been inhibited from making 
speeches during the political campaign. It is a matter of 
public record that his vicar-general, Preston, wrote to Mr. 
Joseph O'Donoghue a letter which was distributed before the 
doors of churches; and poor fools of Catholics who read it 
said, ‘Oh. I was going to vote for George, but that won’t do 
now; that is going against the church.’ 

** Well, the next charge was McGlynn wouldn't build a 
parochial school. One of the councilors had the charity to 
speak up and say, ‘Has Dr. McGlynn ever been asked or 
t No,’ said the arch- 
bishop, ‘no, he shouldn’t be allowed to build one; he is not 
methodical enough ; he shouldn’t be allowed to build one.’ 

** Then the next charge was general financial failure. That 
charge came about four years too late. I confess that I 
never did take the view of the priesthood that the impersona- 
tion of all the cardinal and theological virtues in one was the 
ability to squeeze money out of.the people, but to a large 
portion of these ecclesiastical gentry the sum of all virtues 
to-day is to be called a financier—the one merit that makes a 
pastor, a vicar-general, and an archbishop. It is a strange 
thing that St. Paul, who names about a dozen virtues which 
should characterize & bishop, actually omitted financiering. 
St. Paul never was a financier. 

** But the one reason why I was suspended by Archbishop 
Corrigan (unless he is a fool or a liar) is that I taught the 
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refüsed to retract it. I do refuse to retract it! 
suspended from my ministry for that and no other reason.” 
Whether Mr. McGlynn is right or wrong in his 
social opinions makes no difference in the verdict 
which must be rendered against his church in this 
matter. It is sufficient that that church has placed 
itself on record as against the teaching of any new 
political economy, and in so doing has disclosed its 
own political ambitions and designs. Mr. McGlynn 
may not be another Martin Luther, but he has placed 
‘the people of this city under great obligations to him 
for his sacrifices. 
It is, however, safe to say that the Roman church 
will go.on trading votes for dollars and power just 


the same as heretofore. 
: oM 


Real Christian Teaching. 


The Christian Evangelist of St. Louis says: 


“The pursuit of happiness is not an ‘inalienable right,’ 

. nora right of any sort. We are here to do our duty, not to 

. seek our pleasure. Happiness is not a lawful aim of life. 
Neither is it an attainable aim. He who sets out to be happy 
is doomed to disappointment and misery. The pursuit of 
happiness is a wild goose chase. You can never come up 
with it. The most fleet of foot are always outstripped in 
this fond pursuit. To him who turns aside from this hope- 
less chase for pleasure and plods on in duty’s narrow path, 
happiness may sometimes come, to bear him company. But 
we cannot run her down, though we speed after her with 
flying feet. Not only is.duty before pleasure, but there is no 
real pleasure except in the pursuit of duty.” 


This is the morality of, the Christian religion 
strictly applied. But what an inhuman religion is 
that which denounces happiness as unlawful and un- 
attainable! It is the religion of the brakes and 
jungles, of the caves and dens, of savagery and ani- 
malism, 

It is well that the world disagrees with theology in 
its moral as in its scientific teaching. 


“ Partisan ? Warfare. 

In the Winsted Press of last week, Dr. M. E. Laz- 
arus, writing under. the name of Edgeworth, has an 
article on “ Puritanic Despotisms,” dealing princi- 
pally with the efforts of Comstock to suppress 
“obscenity.” About the middle of the article we find 
this : : 

** From this obscenity pretext of persecution, it has been an 
easy step to revive the obsolete laws against blasphemy, and 
we find in New Jersey Mr. Reynolds, a ‘ Freethought Infidel’ 
lecturer of fair moral reputation, and who had not exceeded 

. the usual license of his school in making light of scriptural 
authorities, imprisoned, tried, and fined. Such legislation in 
the neighbor state. New York, would extinguish Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, and put clerical bits on a number of other organs 
more or less ‘ Liberal, which means anti.biblical, and noth- 
ing more. Yet it is pretended that the United States has 
divorced state from church. The suppression of Taz TRUTH 
Szrxzr would not in itself retard the emancipation. of 

. thought, that organ being enslaved to the principles of arbi- 

trary authority, and waging merely & partisan warfare; but 

the power which would suppress it would be inquisitorial 
and fatal to other evolutions of thought ; it would be a church 
censorship.” 

While giving Dr. Lazarus full credit for his love of 
liberty, we cannot help thinking that his criticism of 
' Tun Troura Szexer is prompted by the fact that dur- 

ing a period of many months in which he wrote us 
numberlesà letters, he failed to induce us to sub- 
scribe to his creed of Anarchy. Butin stating that 
we are “enslaved to the principles of arbitrary 
authority,” Dr. Lazarus has gone beyond the confines 
of fact, and is roaming in the imaginativ field of 
fiction. 

- That we are waging a partisan warfare is admitted. 
We believe in partisanship—of the right kind—and 
we respect every earnest man who is doing what he 
can to advance the cause he holds dearest. Dr. Laz- 
arus himself is a partisan, and a very zealous one, 
In fact, the Anarchist partisans, while thinking that 
they alone are mentally broad enough to surround 
all truth, are about the narrowest and most intolerant 
of all partisans. Ifa person is not long enough to 
fit their bed, they stretch him out; if too short, they 
cut him off. If they cannot then make him fit, they 
throw him away. 

With this it is not our sh just now to quarrel. 
So long as their intolerance is confined to words, 
they are within the moral law. We do object, how- 
ever, to Dr. Lazarus’s attempt to pitchpole a carload 
or two of odium upon us because we are not just the 
kind of a partisan he is. Our party, our champion, 
our leader, is Liberty—liberty for everyone to think 
as he pleases, to express that thought, and to act as 
he pleases, so long as he infringes upon no other per- 


And I was 


‘shall continue to oppose, though all the Anarchist 


son’s equal right, and commits no act to curtail 
others’ equal liberty. The cause of freedom is our 
cause, and in fighting for that cause we confess to 
partisanship. But we cannot agree with everyone 
for whom our principles demand toleration, and be- 
cause we cannot admit that social chaos is the shortest 
cut to social order, it is manifestly unfair.to say that 
we are enslaved to the principles of arbitrary author- 
ity. Such authority we are constantly opposing, and 


sledge-hammer enemy of Christianity and hereditary rulers, 
and bothers the parsons and Australian government nota 
little. Its editor is a vigorous fighter, who never runs. 


Tue Spiritualist journals, Light in the West, Spiritual Offer- 
ing, Light for Thinkers, Current Fact, and Mind and Matter 
are. all dead, and from their ashes—quite a goodly heap— 
rises The Better Way, published at Cincinnati, Ohio. Messrs. 
M. Q. Youmans and I. S. McCracken seem to be the head 
and front of the new paper, which, with more experience by 
its publishers, promises to be a valuable defender. of the 
Spiritualistic faith. 
writers in the country sit around and condemn, 

emmm 
Discrediting Miracles. 

The editor of the Christian Advocate is evidently 
losing faith in the miracles of the Bible, for in answer 
to a query from a correspondent whether he “ sup- 
poses" that Lazarus remembered “his experience in 
the other world," Mr. Buckley somewhat impatiently 
says: 


THERE are quite a number of Anarchists in Melbourne, 
Australia, of the philosophical sort, and they publish a 
twelve-page monthly. called Honesty. There is no dynamite 
in it, but much forcible writing. Its contributors are princi- 
pally Freethinkers, who hav turned their attention to social 
subjects, and become converts to the extreme individualistic 
views of Michael Bakounine and Herbert Spencer. They 
are hot-headedly wrong, like our loved friend Tucker, but 
they are able, and we read them with interest. 


oo — — —— 


Special Notice to the Liberals of the West. 


Frrenps AND Co-workers: Having recovered from 
a severe sickness, which, having reduced me in flesh, 
has only intensified my energy and persistency, I 
intend making an extended lecture tour to the far 
"West. I shall start early in September. 


Never was there greater need of vigilance and 
united effort on the part of all Liberals, not alone to 
defeat the open, as well as the insidious, attacks of 
priesteraft, but that friends and neighbors may be 
disabused of the misrepresentations of the clergy in 
regard to our aims and objects. Once induce the 
intelligent to investigate, instruct them in the noble 
principles of Liberalism, and their prejudice would 
change to admiration. 

It is a duty we owe ourselvs, as well as our friends 

and neighbors, to afford them an opportunity to 
know what Liberalism really teaches, to educate them 
in the grand truth that the practice of justice and 
mercy insures our own happiness while promoting that 
of others; that Infidels do not destroy. any incentivs to 
good, but by precept and example urge all to liv lives 
of love, truth, and benevolence; that we earnestly 
and constantly strive to attain heaven in our own 
homes, here and now, working out our own salvation, 
fearlessly, by diligence in the acquirement of knowl- 
edge that shall save ourselvs and loved ones from the 
dread and inevitable penalties of ignorance of nature's 
laws; doing right from love of right and our fellow- 
creatures, not from fear of hell or for the mere hope 
of receiving a crown and harp in some mythical 
heaven of the clouds. 
Our main dependence to accomplish the work must 
ever be the Liberal printing press. In no way can 
we so easily and effectivly advance the cause as 
by obtaining new subscribers—cash in advance—to 
our Liberal papers and magazines. Very many are 
induced to read after their interest has been aroused 
by the lectures or consequent discussion after a lect- 
ure. I shall as heretofore, carry a supply of our 
best Liberal books and pamphlets, and use every 
exertion to procure subscriptions to our Liberal 
periodicals. Shall be glad to correspond with friends 
who hav clean back numbers of our Liberal papers or 
magazines which they are willing to donate, con- 
ditional on their being carefully and effectivly dis- 
tributed. 

If those desiring lectures in their vicinity will 
make an effort, they will be surprised at the ease 
with which success can be secured. Ever remember 
if you can induce the intelligent to once commence 
investigation—to read and study the subject—you 
become their redeemer from the cruel bonds of super- 
stition. 

Reader, will you kindly help me and the cause by 
arranging for one, two, or more lectures in your 
vicinity ? 

I am quite willing to go to the smallest and most 
out-of-the-way places. Am not particular. Will 
lecture in palatial opera house or old barn; in pict- 
uresque grove or public square; wherever the people 
who desire to hear will assemble, that is the place I 
desire especially to speak in.- Do not worry about 
terms. I will make terms suit. 

Now, don’t Jay this paper down and say, ‘If I was 
in Blank's place I would," etc.; nor sigh, * It is too 
bad we cannot hav him here to giv us a course of 
lectures.” Exert yourself! Call on your Liberal 
friends; start subscription papers; secure a hall or 
some available place, and then write me at once for 
dates. Make one earnest effort. Attend to it at 
once! 

I expect to be in Illinois during September—prob- . 
ably in that vicinity till after the Congress of the 
American Secular Union in November; then westward, 
ho! lecturing on to California and the Pacific coast. 

Letters addressed, care of Tae Troura SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, will always be promptly for- 
warded to me. But do not wait till I am on the 
road. Write me at your earliest, and address 

C. B. Ravsorps 
Box 104, North Parma, N. Y, 


** We suppose that Lazarus did not remember his experi- 
ence in the other world, because we suppose that he was 
dead in the same sense that a man who is drowned is dead 
before he is brought to life, and that he never would hav 
come to life without our Lord's voice or some miraculous 
power; but that he was dead in the sense that his spirit was 
permanently and entirely free from the body we don't sup- 
pose, and therefore we suppose he did not know anything 
during the interval.” 


If Lazarus was only experiencing a period of sus- 
pended animation, then his resuscitation was no 
miracle. The editor of Taz TaurH SxrkzR once 
assisted in rescuing a drowning policeman of this 
city, whose “raising from the dead” required several 
physicians, a quantity of morphine, and about a pint 
of whisky. It is rather belittling to the claims made 
for Christ to put that morphine and whisky on a 
level with “our Lord's voice or some miraculous 
power.” If Lazarus was not dead, then there was 
no miracle. If he was dead—well, we doubt the 
miracle anyway. 

It is painful to note the purely materialistic view 
Mr. Buckley takes of the matter. Were he a different 
sort of a man, however, we should rejoice at his con- 


version. 
ee . 
A RESOLUTION was passed at the Fall River meeting of the 
Massachusetts Knights of Labor instructing delegates to the 
coming Minneapolis convention of the Knights to refuse to 
accept the resignation of T. V. Powderlv from his present 
office of general master workman. The Rev. Jesse H. Jones. 
delegate from Abingdon. spoke in favor of the resolution. 
“ He vividly pictured the demoralizing effect of the dethrone- 
ment of Mr. Powderly upon the Catholic members of the 
order, and fervently urged the delegates to retain him, and 
thus prevent the election of & radical, who might antagonize 
the religious element.” It is wonderful how. much concilia- 
tion and consideration the ‘‘ religious element” needs. The 
religious sentiment of the community must not be wounded, 
the faith of our fathers must be respected, the piety of hon- 
est Christians must not be shocked! But who. in this world, 
ever heard of respecting or considering the feelings of the 
radicals? The Rev. Jesse H. Jones, delegate from Abing- 
don, is a foolish man. Powderly has already irreparably 
damaged the Knights of Labor by selling them out to the 
Catholic church, the arch enemy of the people, and if he is 
retained in office it will not be five years before the order will 
be wrecked. 


Tux following dispatch from Chicago, dated July 18th, 
needs no comment to make the cruelty of professional Chris- 
tian charity-mongers apparent: ** Robert G. Ferguson, aged 
twelve years, of La Grange, who has been confined in a 
* Christian home’ at Humboldt Park for some time, was 
found on the street yesterday with iron shackles on his feet. 
He says there were at the Home five other boys besides him- 
self. They were fed on potatoes and water. each boy 
receiving & certain allowance three times a day provided he 
had not been unruly. Robert said he stood the treatment a 
few days, and then escaped and trudged home. His father 
at once sent him back. On his arrival, the Rev. Mr. Arnold, 
who is in charge of the place, chained him in an upstairs 
room and put him on half rations. He was kept there four 
days, and was then released on promising good behavior. 
That night he once more started for La Grange. but was 
caught and again chained in the room. This time he was 
kept in the shackles ten days. Yesterday, while Arnold was 
at church. Robert, with the assistance of the other boys, es- 
caped to the street, where he was found.” 

a 9 9— — ——— 
. Newspaper Notes. 

Tue semi-monthly Plaindealer is a little magazine pub- 
lished by Francis Graves, of Hastings, Mich. It is boldly 
Infidel in tendency, and the last issue is embellished with 
several quaint. specimens of the wood-engraver’s art. Mr. 
Graves will please accept our acknowledgment of the cour- 
tesies to THE TRUTH SEEKER contained therein. 


` Tus Melbourne, Australia, Liberator has been prosecuted 
several times by the government, but Mr. Symes, the editor, 
has thus far been triumphant. He announces, however, that 
another case is being prepared against him, though whether 
for blasphemy or sedition he knows not, The Liberator is a 
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Zellers from friends. 


Grano Raros, Mion., July 14, 1887. 
-Mr. Eprror: I am glad to notice in oné of your recent 
issues that Mr. J. M. Jamison, who endeavored to make you 
believe that you were an Anarchist, has discovered his 
mistake. Mr. Jamison must hav read your paper between 
the lines, otherwise he would hav replied to you, and taken 
up your challenge, and got the reward which you hav 

offered. RionaARDSON. 


Bowrrxe Green, KY., July 8, 1887. 

Mr. Eorron: As I am a searcher after the mysteries of the 
Bible, will you or some of your readers explain this script- 
ural point found in Hebrews xiii, 8: “ Jesus Christ, the same 
yesterday, to-day, and forever ?” 

Now, if this be the case, what is the use of prayer? It is 
useless to ask him to do something he intended doing from all 
eternity, and it is useless to ask him to do something he 
never intended to do. Please explain. J. B. PILAND. 


Nzwronr, Me., July 8, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: You speak my mind exactly when you say, 
. ** No Freethinker should suffer himself to be spoken to 
by Braden. The miserable scoundrel should be left severely 
. alone.” : 
It is demoralizing to associate with such people. Braden 
is a Christian, and should stay in the Christian fold where he 
belongs. Ithank Mr. Remsburg for his course. 
: SEWARD MrronEgrr. 


Newark, N.J., July 17, 1887. 
Mr. EprroR: One of our most earnest workers, one who 
was devoted to the Freethought and labor movements, an 
earnest and indefatigable worker in behalf of Liberalism, has 
departed from life. On July 18th, Cornelius A. Marshall, 
president of the Newark Liberal League, died of a hemor- 
rhage of the lungs. He had been in feeble hcalth for some 
time, and gradually grew worse until last Wednesday, when 
he passed away peacefully and quietly. The Liberal League 
holds appropriate memorial services on Sunday, July 24th, 

T. B. Wakeman speaking. G.G. 


EoLA, Or., June 28, 1887. 
Mr. intron: Please find inclosed $3 to pay my subscrip- 
tion for the year. I delayed some, expecting to get up 
a little club. Money is scarce here at present. I hope to be 
able to send you some new subscribers this fall. We hav a 
good many here that are friends of ours, and I think will 
soon become patrons of yours. I had the pleasure of taking 
in on last Sunday evening an able lecture, delivered by our 
worthy and esteemed friend Samuel P. Putnam, on the new 
Heaven he proposes to help build on this Earth. He scems 
to be just the man for that mission. He is doing it in a way 
that the clergy cannot take exception to.. He is still with 

us, and will speak again on Friday, July 1st. A. STRAIN. 


WirsEy, Kan., July 18, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror : : For the benefit of some "good Christians, 
please giv the name and account of the mar that John Cal- 
vin mistreated so cruelly. Giv full account, if possible, as 
they deny it being a matter of fact and history. Others read 
your paper after I get through with it, and combined we do 
much to open the eyes of some who claim Christianity is all 
there is in good. J. S. Lioury. 
[We bav several times published the account of John Cal- 
vin’s cruel mistreatment of Michael Servetus, and cannot at 
present find room for another reprint of it. If Mr. Lichty 
will procure the book by D. M. Bennett called, ‘‘ The Cham- 
pions of the Church," he will find what he wants, and much 
other information about the infernal works of the Christian 
church and clergy.—En». T. 8.] 


Santa Fz, N. M., July 14, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: I met with an intelligent miner, and a close 
observer of facts, during many months' residence in old 
Mexico, where nineteen-twentieths of the population are 
Roman Catholics, and where priestly influence is paramount 
to civil law. He rclatcs a case that overshadows all the 
romances in the Decameron of Boccacio, and leaves Mor- 
monism to learn of the pope. There resides in the town of 
Battepelis, near the boundaries of the states of Sinaloa and 
Chiahuah, a priest who is the reputed father of seventy 
children, the mothers of them ranging in age from fourteen 
to forty-five, a number pointed out being beautiful women. 

In South America these lecherous priests will go into the 
drawing-room of a wealthy family, and select one of the 
daughters to show her a vision of the Holy Ghost. Fear of 

‘priestly influence commands obedience, and the crime is 
silenced. In Mexico, previous to marriage, the bride is 
anointed, & custom quite as beastly as that practiced by the 
Mormons, a priest officiating with licentious ceremonies. 
Can there rest a hope for that misguided woman to lead and 
‘liv a virtuous life? She finds it convenient to confess her 
sins just as often as she is tempted by her confessor to 
commit one. 

Peon slavery, abolished by law, from ignorance and 
poverty, is now many degrees more objectionable than 
slavery as it existed previous 10 the Rebellion. They receive 
as wages in placer gold mines one real per day, not in 
the virgin gold they extract from mother earth, but in beans, 
corn, and salt. Americans caught short of money receive no 
more than two reals, or twenty-five cents per day, wages. 
Men of money and energy hav opportunities for money- 
making cqual to those of the states. Fannie Ward, a fine 
correspondent in the employ of the Mexican Central Railroad 
Company, writes most beautiful rose-colored reports of 
Mexican character. As her sex forbids her secing crime 
in its many forms, she cannot write facts on matters perti- 


nent to emigration to Mexico. The truth, written by Fannie 
Ward, would be objectionable to the big corporation which 
pays her to write exclusively in the interest of Mexico. 
While Romanism is surely on the decline in Mexico, educa- 
tion, intermarriage with Caucasians, and time will induce 
the masses to exercise the liberty of thought. 

Hues L. Molrvam. 


Canyon Crry, July 1, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: Awhile ago I met Mr. M. on the sidewalk, 
who said: Mr. P., I don't see as you hav any starting-point 
in your religious views. 

P. Hav you? 

M. Yes. 

P. Well, I will make you a proposition, and see if we can 
start alike; and first, is it conceivable that there ever was a 
time when there was nothing ? 

M. No. 

P. Then it is conceivable that something must hav been 
eternal ? 

M. Yes. 

P. Is that your starting- point ? 

M. Yes. 

P. That is mine. So you see we start at the same point. 
Now, let us remember that what is eternal cannot be ac- 
counted for. It cannot be asked, Who made it? nor, Where 
did it come from? There everybody must stop or knock his 
brains out against an impenetrable wall, impervious even 
to spirits. Now, on the next question, What is that eternal 
something ? we may divide. 

M. God is that eternal something. : 

P. Now, notice that all the means we hav of knowing any- 
thing are our senses. These are physical organs by which 
weapprehend physical forces. What we apprehend through 
these senses is real; what is suggested to the brain through 
these senses is ideal. Now, please tell what you know about 
God, for you must know something of him before you can 
assert anything of him. 

M. Well, I don't know anything of him. 

P. Then you cannot tell anything about him, not even 
assert his existence ? ` | 

M. Well, what do you say is eternal? 

P. Matter—the substance of the universe; and all I know 
is about matter. I hear, see, smell, and feel matter. These 
allassert the reality of matter. Whereas God is simply an 
ideal, an inference from what you see. You pray toan ideal- 
God, and the answers you get are of the same sort. 

M. But who do you think made the world ? 

P. Who do you think made what is eternal? The world 
is & formation from eternal matter, and everybody knows 
that matter is changing from form to form all the time. We 
know matter exists, and that is more than you can say of 
what you call God; and you are required to believe he exists. 
All the gods that were ever named existed on the same 
principle—faith. 

Science consists in the knowledge of matter, its forces and 
mechanical principles. 

Matter is known to exist in some sixty-four simple ele- 
ments, which are constantly changing by infinit evolutions. 

But you call your God good, and of infinit love and mercy. 
To prove that, would you quote the destructiv tornadoes and 
earthquakes that destroy so many thousands in a few min- 
utes of persons beloved with infinit love ? 

My friend, if I were going by your house, and saw it on 
fire, with your wife and children in imminent danger, with 
ample means to save them, and did not, would you quote me 
among your friends? I say, No, sir—never. . 

A. B. PIKARD. 


GoopwNsvILLE, VA., June 28, 1887. 

Mr. Evrror: After reading your issue of the 25th, I can't 
resist the temptation to scold a little. I love Tus TRUTH 
SEEKER, and I hav nothing but the kindest regards for all of 
its friends. Therefore it bothers me when I read in “ our 
paper" such sentiments as are expressed in your editorial, 
‘ Virginia," of the 25th, and in ‘“ The Reminiscences of a 
Reformer." It may be reformation, or in the interest of re- 
form, to sleep with and associate with negroes, but, as 
Beecher said of the ‘‘fall of man,” it is reformation down- 
ward. - Having been reared with negroes, and having lived 
all of my life with them, I think I know something of them, 
and I must say, if I know anything about the negro, Mrs. 
Colman does not. I hav never seen Fred Douglass, but I will 
venture to say if he is a genuin negro, you can no more ‘‘ re- 
form" him from filth, faith, and fanaticism than you can 
change the spots of a leopard. Now, I know you will say, 
* Hates the damn nigger,” but come down to Petersburg and 
drive out in Dinwiddie a few miles, and ask the first negro 
you meet, ‘‘ Who is your friend of all friénds ?' and probably 
he will say, ‘‘ The Infidel of Goodwynsville." I reckon Mrs. 
Colman would call Nat Turner a martyr, as she seems to 
think old John Brown was. She perhaps classes them with 
Lincoln, &nd the defenders of their homes with the infamous 
Booth. I thought Taz TnurH SEEKER was a Liberal paper, 
not a bloody-shirt organ. 

** Virginia "—vwell, arc not the district-attorneys sworn to 
do as they hav done in this case? "That tale about thechurn- 
ing milk '* all day,” and the ‘‘ most intelligent farm-wives,” 
is too thin. Now, I will bet you a new subscriber it is not 
so. Of course I know you would not publish anything you 
had any idea was not true, but I must think you hav been 
imposed upon in this milk tale. People don’t churn all day 
often. Ithink it a little uncalled-for to abuse the “ most 
intelligent" farm-wives of Virginia in this way, simply be- 
cause Mrs. Slenker has violated & national law, and has to 
take the consequences. If Mrs. Slenker has sent such nasty 
and vulgar language through the mails as the papers say she 
has, she ought to be punished, as well as those who send the 
nasty Bible. Ithink you brethren up North ought to pluck 


the motes out of your own eyes. Go to work and repeal 
your own bad laws. There is no blasphemy law in Virginia. 

Now, let me tell you how to “run the paper" (and of 
course you will do as I say). When you want to abuse 
everybody that does not think as you'do, south of the Mason 
and Dixon line, just don't do it, but giv that space to 
John Peck, George Macdonald, or some one else that will 
write Infidel ‘‘ truck.” Giv the place devoted to ‘‘ Reminis- 
cences " to that fellow who was in your office when the par- 
son who is ‘‘ telling tales out of school" called. 

Very truly yours, Guo. W. Baum. 


Hanovzrron, July 16, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: As I feel it a duty incumbent on some one to 
apprise you of the death of another of Nature’s noblemen, 
and fearing no other will attend to it, I send this obituary. 

We attended the funeral of our friend and brother George 
Freed, of East Rochester, yesterday. Mr. Freed received a 
kick in the abdomen from & colt, which caused his death in 
a few days. It is a sad affair. Mr. Freed was a man of 
more than ordinary moral worth. Born and reared within 
remote environments, yet at an early day he got a glimpse of 
the sunshine of mental life, which always lent its luster 
to illuminate his path. Mr. Freed denounced slavery when. 
it was exceedingly unpopular so to do, and was much per- 
secuted by the self-styled God's people when rotten eggs 
were the most potent argument they could bring against 
freedom. It did not take him long to dispose of the Bible. 
He was a great admirer of D. M. Bennett, whose portrait 
adorns the walls of his parlor. He was in full sympathy 


‘with Elmina, having always been an advocate of the doctrin 
for which she was arrested. Cutting it short, he was an 


excellent man, always in a good humor and cheerful, and the 
first to minister to the poor and alleviate suffering. 

He was a very successful agriculturist; kept his farm in 
the best of trim, and yet he found time to read enough 
to kecp his mind stored with useful knowledge; was always 
abreast with the times. He had no enemies; he won the 
respect of all, and got it. He responded when Mr. Lincoln 
called for troops, and served in the Union army.. Mr. Freed 
was a constant reader of Tur TRUTH SEEKER. He was 
sixty-seven years old. He died as he lived, calm, peaceful, 
and resigned, without fear. J. T. JOHNSON. 


Mipprz Faris, N. Y., July 14, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: If I were not one of the most patient of men, 
long-suffering and not disheartened under difficulties, I fear 
I should despair of ever getting Mr. Pikard to correctly 
quote me; but line upon line and precept upon precept 
may in time work such a desirable result. Mr. Pikard does 
not seem to understand that in the table I gave, each of those 
sounds marked with a figure is to be a letter in the new 
alphabet proposed, and that in the combination of letters 
following, illustrated by familiar examples, I hav tried to giv 
the names of those new letters. Thus the first letter is pro- 
nounced ay, the second aA, and so on. It does not follow 
because I grouped these new letters under the vowels with- 
which they had chicfly been associated that I meant them as 
only different applications of the preceding letters—far from 
it; each of these numbers signifies a distinct letter, which is 
as yet lacking in our alphabet, but ought to be supplied. 
Remembering this, how Mr. Pikard can accuse me of spell- 
ing knowledge with an @ and an e passes my comprehension. 
I stated distinctly that I would spell the word n (1) 1 (4) j 
(see tuble in my last letter), and then because these sounds 
came next after a and ¢ he jumps to thc conclusion that I am 
using those letters, only pronouncing them differently. No, 
no, Mr. Pikard, I don't use a or e at all in the word, but two 
new letters, pronounced aA and eA, for the second and fourth 
sound respectivly. Cannot Mr. Pikard say nahlehj? 
Then he has spelled the word knowledge as now pronounced. 
Further on he says, ‘‘ Mr. Bodge says my spelling of hav, 
giv, and liv is spurious re*orm, and yet he spells them just 
asIdo." How unreasonable Mr.Pikard can be! He spells 
give, giv, and I spell it g(6)v, or, in other words, the middle 
sound is the new letter, pronounced zh, like the sound of the 
letter ? as now used in this word by Mr. Pikard, but it is not 
?, for I use a separate character for cach vowel sound. Now 
will it be claimed by Mr. Pikard that I eel the word just as 
he does? 

It seems to me that I hav now made my system as plain 
as it can possibly be, and that Mr. Pikard ought not to be 
longer in doubt as to how I would spell any word. I would 
be pleased to see his proposed system in Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
as L:hav given mine, that we may see wherein we differ, or 
why it is that we shall think alike ‘‘ when I come to under- 
stand the subject.” Iam a trifle amused at his going so far 
in his zeal as to change our family name at his own sweet 
will, and the name of our post-office also. His last letter to 
me was liable to hav been sent to the dead-letter office on 
account of his unauthorized change in the address. I would 
explain to Mr. Pikard that the authority of the spelling 
reform is not expected to extend over family names and 
proper nouns. 

I desire to acknowledge the receipt of a communication 
from Professor Jamieson, from his new home in the lovely 
San Luis Park, but, alas! the pleasure of perusing it is de- 
nied me, as I hav never learncd shorthand. Doubtless the 
professor naturally concluded that I was familiar with the 
system from my advocating a system of spelling based on the 
use of a separate letter for each vowel sound. I believe Mr. 
Jamieson is himself the originator of a system of shorthand 
superior to the one most in use. 

In connection witl: the friendly discussion between Mr. 
Pikard and myself, I see that the Maine freak has slopped 
over in one of his characteristic effusions. Some people are 
hoggish in their desires; others are more modest in their 
demands. The Maine freak belongs to the latter class. 
Some people want the earth; he only wants Taz TRUTH 
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SEEKER. Not finding room enough in his own little paper 
with the big name to air his ignorance, he would fein hav 
the writers for Taz TRUTH SEEKER stand back and giv him 
their room wherein to slander little girls’ pet cats and dogs, 
or deprecate the non-adjournment of the Manhattan Liberal 
Club to scuttle and sink Mr. Astor's yacht. Ido not recol- 
lect of ever having met or exchanged a word with this ranter 
that he should thus turn his pop-gun battery in my direction, 
but I hav heard that freaks are given to sudden ebullitions of 
temper without any assignable cause, and I suppose the 
"Maine specimen is no exception to the rule. . 
D. Lovis BonGE. 
. Boston, Mass., July 12, 287. 

' Mr. Eprror: In reply to Brother Koezly’s last, I respect- 

fully submit that his idea of putting grave questions in 

mathematics out to editors and lawyers to settle is indeed 

rich, nearly equal, in fact, to his way of computing the lapse 

of time. 

What need has the world of any professional mathe- 
maticians if other professions can do their work just as well ? 
And now, if he will just drop a few lines to the principal 
professor of mathematics, Harvard University, Cambridge, 

. Mass., he will soon be on the high-road to knowledge.  - 
Cordially yours, Gzo. N. Hirr. 


WELLESLEY, Mass., July 12, 1887. 
Mr. Eprron: You will find inclosed bill for books, etc., 
sent you on June 20th. Thank you for the order. i 
Will you please send to Mrs. Slenker or to the Defense 


Committee, to be used in her behalf, $5 of this amount, and ` 


charge to my account. Ishould be glad to hav it sent as 
soon as possible. I hav too long neglected it already, but I 
hav been very much hurried of late. 

Shame on a government when its people are compelled to 
defend themselvs against its unrighteous enactments and its 
malicious assaults! Shame.ona government when it fosters 
villainy and makes the love of truth of no account, and the 
desire for knowledge a crime ! Enzaseru M. F. DENTON. 


New Castre, Wasa. TERR., July 8, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: I hav received the war call and the command 
to haste to the front from our noble and energetic lecturer, 
Samuel P Putnam, and, by all means, I guess we must obey 
orders and take up arms and onward to the fight. The 
father from Rome has sent some of his most worthy embas- 
sadors here already to gather all the lambs to the fold for 
safe-keeping while the devil, Putnam, will be around roar- 
ing and seeking whom he may devour. But for all that we 
expect a crowded house waiting him when he comes. I can 
assure you that there is a great tendency toward Liberalism 
here, and by the time we renew our subscription to THE TRUTH 
SzzkxR I expect to get five or six new names to add to the 
list of truth seekers. Two of our most energetic workers 
here hav left —Mr. I. P. Calhoun has gone to Tacoma, and 
Mr. John Farley has gone for & visit to his fatherland, 
Sweden— both subscribers to the noble TRUTH SkzkKER. 

Some of your correspondents must be laboring under some 
delusion or other when they name our noble Ingersoll for the 
next president. Do they think that the millennium is that 
near, or is the age of wonders to commence. in 1888? Sure 
enough it would be a year of jubilee for all Freethinkers if 
such a thing should happen ; anyway, we must hope for the 
future. You shall hear from this place again after Putnam 
has been here. JENKIN MORGAN. 

; BRADFORD, PA., June 28, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: I inclose you $1, which you will please place 
to my credit. . 

Isee by the press reports that the Seybert Spiritual Investi- 
gating Committee of Philadelphia, Pa., hav made their re- 
port. Whatever their conclusion may be, let it be recorded 
and published for the benefit of humanity. The committee 
were composed of learned scientific men, and some of them 
uncompromising Spiritualists. 'They hav spent three years, 
and investigated every known phase of mediumship. They 
had only one object in view, aud that was to ascertain if 
modern Spiritualism was true. . 

Fabulous prices hav been paid to all mediums that would 
come before the committee and produce proof of spirit re- 
turn. Now, what will their decision be? I, for one, am 
anxious to know. If it turns out that anyone is not satisfied 
with their report, let us hav another committee, and keep on 
until the truth is fully established. Ithink Spiritualists should 
interest themselvs in these scientific investigations , they 
seem to be all kind and well-meaning people, and can't afford 
to be deluded. I wish some orthodox Christian would ap- 
point a committec to investigate popular theology, and as- 
certain if there is one scientific truth associated with it. Giv 
us a few such investigations and the people will soon find 
that all religions and isms are born of ignorance and super- 
stition. C. J. CURTIS. 


Porr ANGrLEs, Wasa. TERR., June 24, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: Please find inclosed $3 for one year’s sub- 
scription to your invaluable journal. ` 

Our colony, I am afraid, is going to be a regular Infidel 
nest, as those here don’t seem to hav any respect for the 
Sabbath and other sacred institutions whatever. I think 
you already know that we will be free from -churches and 
saloons—the twin evils—in our colony, and as we will soon 
hav the majority of voters in the county we will be able to 
regulate the liquor traffic for the whole county in & short. 
time. Our enemies say that we will be an immoral crowd, 
but I àm not afraid to state that our community will be, and 
is already, superior in morality to any in this broad land of 
ours. The scenery of this place is the grandest I hav ever 
seen, and I hav seen some fine scenery before, both in Swit- 
zerland and this country, but never met such a combination 
of the lovely and magnificent, I hope that jf any black 


“nam and the friends of religious liberty hav just closed a 


sheep come into our fold the beautiful natural surroundings 
will hav a beneficient effect on their character, and assist the 
good example the other colonists giv them in remodeling 
it. Although my copy of Tae Teura SEEKER will re- 
main in the Colony Library from the day of its arrival here, 
Ithink you will get other private subscribers from among us, 
. You hav recently received several communications from 
Seattle societies, and also one from Dr. York expressing sor- 
row at the death of Mr. Daniel Crane, of Seattle. One of our 
trustees, Mrs. Laura E. Hall, is a daughter of Mr. Crane, and 
she is a *' chip of the old block" in every sense of the word, 
never afraid to express her opinions whether these agree 
with that of the multitude or not; and, like her father, she 
will be able to say when she dies, ** I hav not lived in vain.” 
: = Cuas. PETERS. 


the people in ignorance that they may continue to fleece 
them, and they are so strongly organized that it seems im- 
possible to check them. Indeed, the Catholic organization 
is apparently gaining strength in all countries, especially in 
this—this country that is the only hope of the lover of his 
race, or at least was at its foundation. This country that was 
the hope of the world is so overrun with the wretched dupes 
of the pope from countries that Christianity has ruled fora 
thousand years, that the blessed boon of universal suffrage 
is turned into a curse—that' boon that the founders of our gov- 
ernment thought would be the greatest safeguard of liberty. 
One of them said there was no fear of untruth prevailing 
while truth was left free to combat it, but we now see truth 
overwhelmed by the hordes of ignorance that are cast upon 
our shores, who, with the help of the superstitious already 
here, can and do imprison and fine both men and women for 
speaking or printing their honest thought. Joan Downes. 


Morarra, Or., July 1, 1887. 
Mr. Epitor: Threered letter days for Molalla! 8. P. Put- 


BáàrrsroN Spa, N. Y., July 17, E.m. 287. 

Mr. Epiron: Inclosed find a prayér which I clipped from 
the Utica Globe. I think it is the best I ever read. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER comes every week, well filled with the 
religion of humanity, and has become & household necessity. 
We conld not keep house without it. Long liv Brother Hes- 
ton and the cartoons. Every Infidel should hav a picture of 
“The Nine Demands of Liberalism.” I hav a handsome 
frame on mine, and it looks immense. Hoping you may liv 
long to dispense the great truths of science and humanity, I 
am, as ever, Yours without Gods or ghosts, 


Ww. Txorrs. 
A SALGCON-KEEPER’S PRAYER. 


At Atchison, Kan., the women crusaders visited a liquor saloon 
and tried, by praying, to induce the proprietor of the saloon to 
close his place. The proprietor invited the ladies to seats, asked 
them to pray, and offered himself the following prayer : 


“ Almighty creator! we pray thee, hav pity upon the woman here 
who is not grateful for thy gifts, who wants to make thy children 
like the beasts of the field and to compel them to driuk water like 
an ox, while they dress extravagantly and lead their husbinds by 
other extravagances, not teuding to our well-being, to bankruotcy, 
depriving them of the pleasures of the world—yes, and driving 
them to snicide. O Lord, hav mercy upon, these ladies | Look 
npon them ; they wear not even the color of face which thou hast 
given them, but they are sinning against thee, and, not content 
with nature, paint their faces. O Lord! thou canst also perceive 
that their figure is not as thon hast made it, but they wear humps 
on their backs like camels. Thou seest, O Lord, that their head 
dress consists of false hair, and when they open their mouths thon 
seest their false teeth. O Lord! just make a note of the spiral 
spring and cotton batting contrivances they wear in their bosoms, 
for no other purpose than to make themselvs voluptuous and ex- 
cite in a man a much worse passion than the use of wine, as it does 
in me this moment; and for the same reason they hav a No. 6 foot 
pinched into a No, 3 shoe, and a No 40 waist squeezed into a No. 17 
corset. O Lord! these women want men who patiently accept of 
all this without using the power thon hast given to man that all 
women shall be subject to man. They will not bear the burdens 
of married life, obey thy commands to multiply and replenish tn: 
earth, but they are too lazv to raise their children, aud, O Lor! ! 
thou knowest the crimes they commit. ord! hav mercy upnu 
them and take them back into thy bosom. Take folly out of their 
hearts; giv them common sense, that they may see their own fo» - 
ishneas; and grant that they may be good and worthy citizens of 
our beloved city of Atchison. Lord! we thank thee for tha 
blessings bestowed upon us and ask thee to deliver us from all 
evils, especially hypocritical women, and thine shall be the praise 
forever and ever. Amen.” 


Liberal camp-meeting at Wright’s Spring, on the Molalla. 
The series was conducted in a peaceable and orderly manner. 
Everyone was pleased. The weather was splendid. The 
Oregon City brass band excelled its previous records. The 
picnic baskets were loaded with the good things prepared by 
careful ladies. Two hours’ talking in a grove was a severe 
test to the lecturer, but he was equal to the occasion, and one 
hundred and four names signed to a call for an auxiliary 
Secular Union, a temporary organization with president and 
secretary—the first meeting toward permanent organization 
to be held a week from to-day—all this, and more, is enough 
to show that Mr. Putnam’s visit to us was a splendid success. 
A charter will be applied for as soon as a permanent organ- 
ization is effected. Also, steps are being taken toward the 
erection of a hall, with library, Sunday-school, etc. 

Q. J. TauLLINGER, Temp. President. 

R. J. Devine, Temp. Secretary. 


LzxiNGTON, Ky., July 11, 1887. 

Mr. Eprrog: The people are beginning to find that the 
human brain has been scorched, perverted, and dazzled, and 
the owner of it led meekly along for ages on the road to the 
lunatic asylum. Think of & splendid organ of thought 
shrunken, depolarized, clogged, and hampered with un- 
natural tendencies, thoughts, and intentions, which hav 
changed its very structure—persecution and murder being 
considered virtues, when God is to be defended. Christians 
adore their deity, while he thirsts for their blood (a savage 
could do no more). The horrible tortures which he knows 
how to avert they bear as if they were blessings, and the 
more they are trampled the higher is their opinion of the 
riches of his grace. 

The laborer is expected, it seems, to be a great and suc- 
cessful speculator, though fortunes are often wrecked in 
that way. Is there no well-digested scheme in existence 
which could secure to the poor man the advantages which 
seem.now only within the reach of the favored few? The 
present constitution of society must be swept away before 
the good man’s dreams of the heavenly sway of justice can 
be realized in connection with the affairs of men. Let some 
genius arise whose holy sense of duty to his own race is un- 
precedented, ‘who proposes restrictions to surround the 
monopolist of an awful and compelling character. Never 
hav nations manifested so great a love for liberty as the re- 
publics of Greece. The laws of Solon fed the sacred flame. 
Well do the Prohibitionists understand his way of assem- 
bling the people every night and teaching them. We are also 
requested to bring our hymn-books—the candidates for 
offices are such pious men. The sweetest hymns in mine 
were composed by John Newton on his own slave-ship, 
while the smothered slaves were thrown into the sea. 

The women, it appears, are again reminded of man’s grasp 
of thought, and of their own weak intuitions. Forgetting 
the dull and sometimes malicious articles, which are not 
penned by them, some facts, peculiar to them, might be 
spoken of in & scientific way, and this is done by our most 
learned and dignified savants. ALHAZA. 


Horen, Mo., July 15, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: The church is blind to truth, insensible to 
reason, and void of conscience. It is true of all sects of the 
Christian religion that, when they had the power, they would 
roast other Christians and heretics at the stake for differences 
of opinion. This is true of both Catholics and Protestants in 
their early history; more especially true of the Protestants, 
who, I think, are perhaps the worst, most intolerant, and 
hypocritical of all the adherents of the Christian religion. . 
Who can study the history of that religion, with its inquisi- 
tions, kirk sessions, and witch-burnings, without being sur- 
prised at its superstitions, amused at its rites, and appalled 
at its crimes ? i l 

But as the people become educated, as our civilization ad- 
vances, ecclesiastical power diminishes, its superstition and 
hypocrisy become more apparent, and its crimes less. Alas! 
it is not yet powerless for evil. 

Iam led to these reflections by reports which come to me 
through Tue Trura Seeker and the 'resthinkers Magazine 
of the expulsion of Louis Wolfes from Tuscarora Lodge No. 
24 I. O. O. F., W. Va., for not having definit ideas of the 
supreme being, which he said was unknowable; for not 
knowing whether the supreme being made and controls the 
universe; for not knowing what becomes of man after 
death ; for not believing in a personal God; for going, and 
encouraging others to go, to Mr. Putnam's lectures. 

Now, does any member in that lodge know just what the 
supreme being is? Does any know by whom and how the 
universe was made and controled? Does any know that 
man will after death liv another life in another world? D es 
any know that God is a person? If any member of that 
lodge knows any one of these things, Barnum would pay & 
good price for him, for he could then exhibit the smartest 
man that ever lived. 

But further and worse: After Specification 1, under which 
head seven questions were asked, in answer to which the 
** prisoner” or “ culprit ” did not profess as definit knowl 
edge as his loving and charitable brothers possessed, Specifi- 
cation 2 was taken up, and sixteen questions were asked, 
almost all pertaining to his going to Mr. Putnam’s lectures, 
indicating that that was where the rub was, and he was 
expelled exempl gratia. f 

I think that whole proceeding was unjustifiable and un- 
fortunate. I believe in a God, but I do not believe in a per- 
sonal God. I believe in some intelligent energy or entity 
somewhere back of all natural phenomena, but.I do not 


know that I am right, nor do I know that any Free Mason, 
Odd Fellow, or anvbody else who differs from my idea is 
wrong, for it is something about which none of us has definit, 
and positiv knowledge, and therefore the lodge that expelled 
Louis Wolfes, even if he did go to hear Putnam’s lecture, 
should, in my opinion, hav its charter arrested and held till 
the grand master or a deputy can go and instruct those 
ers in the principles of the order. 
dua PSP C. L. Cagrer, M.D. 


FnosrBunGenH, Mo., July 10, 1887. 

Mr. Enrror: Sitting in my room at the hotel here, I was 
amused at the antics of the Salvation Army on the street. 
After singing several of their songs, which were somewhat 
after the style of the plantation songs of the negroes in the 
days of slavery, a repetition of one or two lines with a halle- 
luj&h or a‘‘come to Jesus" for a chorus, the flag-bearer 
planted himself, and the rest kneeled down in the dust 
around him, while one prayed to their imaginary God, his 
prayer being interluded with many an amen from the rest. 
After fifteen or twenty minutes of this, they told the crowd 
who surrounded them that they were now going to their hall 
to finish their orgies, and invited all to come with them and 
get acquainted with Jesus, who would save their souls. 
How ridiculous all this seems in these poor, ignorant, de- 
luded mortals, and yet in half an hour after I passed a fine 
brick church from which issued sounds very similar—it was 
Sunday-school children being drilled in the same belief that 
God was pleased with their senseless praise! These were the 
children of the best-citizens in the place, and the men and 
women training them were probably prominent people who 
feel they are doing their God some service in warping the 
minds of the innocent children. 

Isometimes think how hopeless it looks—all the efforts 
that & few Secularists can do to stem this tide of superstition 
that surrounds us; with all these armies of ignorance work- 
ing all the time, under different names, but all working for 
the same end, the enslavement of the mind of the masses. 
Perhaps the time was, when all men were mere savages, that 
religion did some good; they could be governed in no way 
but through fear of ghosts and witches. But the trouble is 
that the crafty priests find in it too much advantage to them- 
selvs; they will not giv it up, but strain every nerve to keep , 
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Children’s Qorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom ali Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a panse in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Honr.” 


The Old Liquor Bottle. 


How dear to my heart are the scenes of the dram- 
shop 
As sad observation presents them to view, 
The brandy, the whisky, the gin-sling and hot- 
drop, t 
And every vile mixture that drinking-dens 
knew. z 
‘The suicide’s pond and the poorhouse that’s nigh it, 
The churchyard where many lost victims now 
are, 
The court-honse, the jail, and the gibbet that’s 
by it, . 
And that meanest bottle that stands on the bar; 
The old liquor bottle, the tempting black bottle, 
The traitorous bottle that stands on the bar. 


How oft, in their folly, men hav hailed it with 
pleasure, 
Believing it made them more able to work, 
Or that it enlivened the joys of their leisure— 
It made them but brutal, inclining to shirk. 
Delusion hath seized them, for each of thefeatnres 
And powers of the man strong drink only can 
mar, 
While in the whole world the worst of all creatures 
Is found in the bottle that stands on the bar; 
The old brandy bottle, the tempting black bottle, 
The traitorons bottle that stands on the bar. 


‘Lo! when from its place boon companions up- 
raise it, . 
And, clinking their glas8es, then pressed to their 


lip, 
Though stnng by the serpent, yet madly they 
praise it 
While sealing their doom with wild laughter 
they sip. | 
A demon of wrath hath distilled this damnation, 
When chaos combined to set morals ajar; 
Oh, from rum’s enchantment is there no salvation 
To banish the bottle that stands on the bar? 
The old whisky bottle, the tempting black bottle, 
The traitorous bottle that stands on the bar. 


Aye, now the teetotalers all are inviting 
To write quick your name on the temperance 
pledge ; 
Their workmen are waiting and thousands uniting 
Are building a fortress as strong as a ledge. 
Haste! this isthe time for man’s sober reforming, 
Enlist, then, and follow the temperance star. 
O!d Alcohol’s trenches now hard we are storming, 
Down with the old bottle that stands on the bar ! 
The wit-stealing bottle, the tempting black bottle, 
The traitorous bottle that stands on the bar. 


Religion and reason must join to dissever 

The chains tbat entwine all the world in its woe, 
Nor labor nor learning hath liberty ever 

When compassed about by: wine’s wicked flow. 
The king superstition, with dogged persistence 

Love, science, and Jaw it o’erruns with its car. 
Bring dynamite-guns to blow out of existence 

The image of torment that stands on the bar! 
The death-dealing bottle, the tempting black 

bottle, 
The traitorous bottle that stands ou the bar. 
JOHN PRESCOTT GUILD. 


— eo 
Right Training. 


Vines left to themselvs run here, there, and 
everywhere. Roses, morning-glories, and 
honeysuckles, when they grow according to 
their own sweet will, present a wild, strag- 
gling, helter - skelter appearance, their tan- 
gled tendrils blowing out in every fanciful 
direction. Under the hands of a careful 
trainer, the branches are lifted, the dead and 
useless leaves and strings of wood removed, 
and the whole so twined and placed in grace- 
ful lines and curves that Nature herself 
might smile to see how beautifully Art can 
improve beauty. 

So with children. Leave them to come up 
as they will, growing wild, without let or 
hindrance, and the spectacle is sad and 
strange. But placed in the hands and keep- 
ing of intelligent, refined, broad-minded men 
and women, trained carefully and conscien- 
tiously—behold the result: the girl grows 
gracefully and healthfully, as lovely as a 
flower; the boy develops sturdy honesty and 
true manly vigor of mind and body. Thor- 
ough, self-reliant, practical teachers make 
childhood of the same strong fiber. Actions, 
surroundings, habits of older people, impress 
children more forcibly than many words. 
. The love of the lovely, the appreciation of 
grace, truth, integrity, in teachers and care- 
takers make strong impressions upon the 
childish mind. The pleasant voice, gentle 
manners, patience, forbearance, pity, and 
tender feeling in parents and elders hav very 
much to do in evolving like characteristics in 
the buds and blossoms of a household. 

Find the chief, the leading traits of child- 
hood, and develop them. Implant the love 
of the beautiful, by pointing out beautiful 


things. Train the clambering vines of honor, 
justice, gratitude, truth, upon the lattice- 
work of a noble foundation, such as may be 
seen in many—in all children born under fair 


Science Column. 


conditions. 


courage it with truthful answers. 


humanity in the way that they should go, 
and when they are old they will not depart 
from it. S. H. W. 
— 934-9—————— 
Memory Gems. 


From the Works of Thomas Paine. 
learned and recited by the children. 


The belief in a cruel god makes a cruel 


To be 


man. 


Let us propagate morality unfettered by 
superstition. 3 l 


One good school-master is of more use than 
a hundred priests. 


It is with a pious fraud as with a bad 
action—it begets a calamitous necessity of 
going on. 


The key to heaven is not in the keeping of 
any sect, nor ought the road to it to be 
obstructed by any. f 


To read the Bible without horror, we must 
undo everything that is tender, sympathizing, 
and benevolent in the heart of man. 


My own opinion is that those whose lives 
hav been spent in doing good and endeavor- 
ing to make their fellow-mortals happy, will 
be happy hereafter. 


The intellectual part of religion is a private 
affair between every man and his maker, and 
in which no third party has any right to 
interfere. The practical part consists in our 
doing good to each other. S. H. W. 

————— 9 9———— ———— 


Correspondence. 


OsczoLA, O., July 8, 1887. 

Dzar Miss Wrxon: I felt very sorry when 
Tread about Aunt Elmina being in jail. At 
first we thought that the people that did it 
were pious, and put her in jail because they 
did not like her belief. I hope she will not 
hav any more such trouble. I always like to 
read her “ Little Lessons." Pa and ma like 
to read the lectures and letters first, but I go 
first for the Children’s Corner, and read the 
rest afterward. I like to read on Sundays; 
I like to read better than going to Sunday- 
school. My favorit books are ‘‘ Tempest and 
Sunshine,” ‘ All In a Lifetime,” “Children 
of the Abbey,” ‘‘ Jane Eyre,” ‘‘ Dora Thorne,” 
and ‘‘ The Shadow of a Sin.” We would 
like to read ‘‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin,” and hav 
asked for it several times, but never could 
find it. I hav all of your books but your late 
one, and I am going to send for it as soon as 
Ican. I think your books are splendid; I 
wish I could write nice stories. There is a 
woman in this neighborhood that writes such 
nice poetry; ber name is Mrs. Harter. Per- 
haps you hav seen some of her writings; she 
often writes to the papers, and is a Liberal. 
This part of the country is thickly settled, 
although there are but five families that are 
Liberals. The Christians are very strict with 
their children, and do not allow them to 
dance. They are talking about the mean, 
wicked people sometimes when their own 
children are dancing at the same time. When- 
ever they want to go to a dance they tell their 
parents they are going to a party, and go and 
dance all night; they never tell it themselvs, 
but sometimes their parents find it out. They 
want them to go to meeting and get on the 
*" Lord's side.” We hav had several dances 
at our house, but I danced but once. My 
parents don’t object to our dancing if we don’t 
get too warm, then go out and catch cold; 
that is all the harm they see in it. Well, I 
expect I must close. DAISY ZIMMERMAN. 

. Savannag, Qa., July 11, 287. 

Dzar Miss Wixow: I like the Children’s 
Corner very much for the practical way in 
which it is edited, so that ic is always kept 
interesting. The only complaint a captious 
reader could make is that it is so short. I 
wish you would stand guarantee thatit would 
be a whole page long in each issue. My 
motiv in writing is that you may hear how 
well pleased one reader is with your plan for 
the Fourth. I am for retaining all the old 
holidays, so far as practicable, despite this 
weather—100° or so inthe shade. I am sun- 
worshiper enough to commemorate the 21st of 
December, the day when the life-giver turns 
our way once more. Why shouldn't summer 
bring its gifts as wellas winter? We owe 
you thanks fór the suggestion. 

I send you a little acrostic, which I scarcely 
thought good enough for the Corner, espe- 
cially after reading Mrs. Finch's poem in your 
last. It is meant for a reply to my friend Miss 
Bell’s verses on a Georgia wild flower in No. 
25. Yours very respectfully, 

] Huao B. PLATEN. 


Don't kill the enthusiasm of 
childhood, but feed it with wholesome food. 
Don't stop the questioning tongue, but en- 
Don't 
break the strong, fierce will, but train it with 
a gentle hand. What you would like to see 
your children be, that be yourself, and with 
your own firm fingers train the little vines of 


Liberal Lésson Leaves. 


PHYSIOAL SERBIES.—NO. 5. THE MOLECULAR 
THEORY. 


32. Theory.—A hypothesis is any assump- 
tion; in physics a hypothesis may be made 
to explain phenomena. If a. hypothesis be 
apparently true and explains a number of 
phenomena, it is called a theory. If it be 
proved to be true, it then becomes an estab- 
lished fact. It will readily be seen that the 
difference is merely a matter of evidence, 
and as different people may value evidence 
differently, what some regard as a mere 
hypothesis others may consider to be a 
theory, and still others, who are too ready to 
come to a conclusion, may consider it to béa 
fact. 

88. The Molecular theory.—This hypothesis, 
from its great importance and almost uni- 
versal acceptance, deserves particular notice. 
Briefly stated it is this: There is & limit to 
the divisibility of matter. 


each of these parts again divided ; we may 
consider the division repeated over and over 
again until finally we reach a quantity so 
small that it cannot be divided again and re- 
main water. This quantity, the hypothetical 
limit to divisibility, is called & molecule. 

34. Atomic theory.—]t may be shown by 
chemistry that water is composed of two 
gases, oxygen and hydrogen; therefore a mol- 
ecule of water must be composed of these two 
gases, and can be separated; but it is no 
longer water—it is oxygen and hydrogen. 
These particles of which molecules are com-. 
posed are called atoms. Hence we derive the 
following definition: A molecule is the small- 
est quantity of matter that can exist by itself. 
An atom is the smallest quantity of matter 
that can enter into combination to form a 
molecule. : 

35. Properties of Molecules.—Molecules are 
generally assumed to hav the following prop- 
erties: They areinfinitly hard; they are inde- 
structible; they are perfectly elastic; they 
are spherical in shape; they are in continual 
motion; molecules of the same substance 
hav the same weight; molecules of the same 
substance hav the same volume. : 


86. Remarks.—Bearing in mind that this 
molecular theory is not a demonstrated fact, 
but merely & hypothesis, we shall now show 
how some of the general properties of matter 
are explained by it; and the special proper- 
ties of matter we shall explain when treating 
of them. 

87. Porosity.—First let us consider porosity. 
Since molecules are in continual motion, it 
follows that there must be spaces for them to 
move in; therefore matter must contain, as 
well as the molecules, these spaces in which 
they move. This hypothetical property of 
matter is called porosity. 


88. Eeplanation.—Matter must take up 
room, since it consists of molecules, each of 
which has a certain volume, and also because 
it includes spaces between the molecules. 
Matter must be indestructible, because the 
molecules are indestructible. It must hav 
weight, since its molecules hav weight. It 
must be impenetrable, since its molecules are 
infinitly hard. It is compressible, since spaces 
exist between the molecules. These spaces 
are reduced in size by pressure, or, in other 
words, the molecules are pressed nearer to- 
gether. Matter is divisible, since it consists 
of molecules, and these molecules may be 
separated, but in no case is any molecule di- 
vided. - $e 

89. Size of Molecules.—Molecules are all too 
small to be seen even with the most powerful 
microscopes. The number of molecules in a 
cubic centimeter of air has been estimated at 
twenty-one trillion. Loschmidt estimates the 
diameter of a molecule of hydrogen at 
0.00000004 of a centimeter. The following 
is from Sir William Thomson: “ Imagin a 
drop of rain, or a glass sphere the size 
of a pea, magnified to the size of the earth, 
the molecules in it being increased in the 
same proportion. The structure of the mass 
would then be coarser than & heap of fine 
shot, but probably not so coarse as a heap of 
cricket balls.” : 

40. Remarks.—Hereafter, when we speak 
of molecules or explain any phenomenon by 
the molecular theory, it must be distinctly 
understood these statements are not made 
as demonstrated facts, but only to aid in 
understanding the subjects which we may be 
considering. It cannot be too fully impressed 
upon the mind that the molecular theory has 
not been proved, but is only a hypothesis 


A quantity of 
| water may be divided into two parts, and 


suggested and accepted. by many because 
it apparently explains a great number of 
facts that we come across throughout both 
physics and chemistry. GEo. G. GRowzx. 
oe 
Our Puzzle Box. 


. 1.—conunpRUM. 


What is the difference between these two 
boys? 


2.—REBUS. 


A passage from Shakspere. 


TO THE WILD FLOWER OF OVERTON. BY ONE 
` OF THE BEES. 

Do we know the fair flower that blooms in. 
the glade, 

Afar from the gardens that mortals hav made ? 

Renown it hag none, for secluded it grows, 

Leaf-shaded, where scarcely a stray sunbeam 

lows. - 

Its delicate bosom, caressed by the breeze, 

Now rivals in fragrance the jasmin and 
rose 

And cheers with its nectar the wandering 
bees. 


* But where is the flower such praises may 
claim ? 

Enough you hav hummed, if you giv not the 
. name.” 

Look close, for 'tis hidden; too well, do you 


say? 
Look closer, you'll find it; but I must away. 
June 25, 287. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN’S CORNER, 
JULY 16, 1887. 
1.-What can’t be cured must be endured. 
2.—Four-score. 
8.-Wade, Herd, Arise. Tea, Argue, Re- 
mainder, Orator, Quess, Uncle, Esteem. 


A SPLENDID WORK. 
Mr. Charles Eckhard, treasurer of the American 
Secular Union, has published 


THE NINE DEMANDS 


in a more attractiv form than any in which they 
hav previously appeared. At the head of an en- 
graving on heavy plate paper, 24x19 inches, are 
the cabinet-sized likenesses of JEFFERSON, 
WASHINGTON, and PAINE, the Fathers of our 
Bepublic. At the sides are FRANKLIN and 
JOHN ADAMS, and between these two are 
printed the Nine Demands of the American Secu- 
jar Union in conspicuous type. At the foot are 
LAFAYETTE, GIRARD,. and INGERSOLL, 
making eight likenesses in all. Inscribed be- 
neath each portrait is some radical sentiment 
quoted from the author pictured overit. In the 
space between the portraits and around them are 
arabesques of vines and flowers in profusion, and 
the panel inclosing the Nine Demands is sur- 
mounted on each corner by Mr. Eckhard’s design 
of the flag above the cross. ` The whole makes an 
exceedingly handsome work for framing. The 
artistic part is equal to the best, and tbe portraits 
are as true to nature as the photographs from 
which they were transferred. The design will be 
sent postpaid by mail for $1 by f 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
38 Lafayette Place, New York. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


oR, 
Men of Business Who Did Somethiug Besides 
Making Money. A Book for Young Americans. 


BY JAMES PARTON, 
$1.25, 


Price, - - - - - 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Placa. Naw York. 
Fathers of Our Republie, 
Paine, Jefferson, Washington, 


Franklin. 


À LECTURE delivered before the Tenth Annua, 
Congress of the American Becular Union, 
in Chickering Hall, New York 
November 13, 1886. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 


Price 15 cents. 7 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


Ingersolls Works. 


Che Gods. 


Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
“ Humboldt,” “ Thomas Paine,” '* Individual- 
ity,” and “ Heretics and Heresies.” 


ihe Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: ** The Ghosta,” * Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” * The Declaration of In- 
dependence," “About Farming in Illinois,” 
“The Grant Banquet,” * The Rev. Alexander 
Olark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon O. Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25. 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


per, 25 cents. . 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 


Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof. 
"George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth; $1. 
Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents, $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 
Ingersoll Catechised: His-Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 
. Millions of these should be circulated. 
Viadieation of Thomas Paine from 
.the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price; 15 cents, 
Address on the Civi! Rights Bil. 
Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents. 
Ingersol)’s Lectures Complete. 
Bound in one volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except.the latest on “ Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
` price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 
Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll' ‘‘Tribute to 
8 Brother,” “Thoe Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 
“Little Harry Miller's Grave,” that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
to any address. for 50cts, or either one for ldécts. 
Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book isa gem. Itis a model in every re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated ‘ Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “tributes ” 
heretofore printed in variousshapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and ay-to-day con- 
versations of the author, The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by pümiring friends as 
, & rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
purpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
he simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
rice, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half caif, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. | 
Life. A Prose Poem. Printed in 


eolors on board, beveled gilt edges. 50 cents. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
boudoir, $1; cabinet. 40 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims Revised and Enlarged. 


Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Ci ation; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman’s Rights 
Movement; the Temperanos Reform; the 
, Church and the Republic. ^ 

Bible Morais. . Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 

_ Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o: 

Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Cukinaness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discugsed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
abb ath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 

abbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 25 cents; six copies, $1.00. 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 


ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the stor: 

of the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates hs name from the aspersions cast upon 
jt. Choice extracts from “Common Sense,” 
*t American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine's 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paime. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. i 

Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
Scents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cte. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
be 


delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention. January 29, 1884. Price. 


10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO.. 


 RUPTURES CUREUS 


myMedical Compound and Improved 
Elastic Supporter Truss in /rom 30 to 
90 days. Reliable references given. Send 


stamp for circular, and say in what paper 
joe taip my advertisement, Address Capt, 


S. A. Collings, Smithville, Jefferson Qe. N.X, 
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RITTLE#&ESSONS 


FOR 


LITTLE FOLKS. 


‘By AUNT ELMINA 


(Mrs. E. D. SLENKER) 
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PRICE, +V GENTS, 


Reported for the “ Truth Seeker” by 


I. N. BAKER, 


and Printed by Permission of 
the Author, 


®HE ONLY GORREGR 


EDITION. 


NEw YORK: 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


Was Jesus an Impostor? A debate between a 
Scotch novelist, Agnes Rollo Wilkie, and Arthur 
B. Moss. The best conducted debate of modern 
times. 100 pp., 95 cts. The Mirror of Free- 
thought. 50 cts. The Bible and Darwinism. 
25 cts. Biblical Errors and Secular_Truths. 25 
cts. Two Revelations. 5 cts. Bible Horrors; or, 
Real Blasphemy. 5 cts. Bible Makers. 5. cts. 
Bible Saints—Nos. 1,2, and 3. Each 5 cts. Moses 
vs. Darwin, 5cts. Socrates, Buddha, and Jesus. 

i ding Religion. cts. 
Fictitious Gods. 5. cts. Natural Man. 5 cts. 
The Old Faith and the New. 5cts, Bruno and 
Spinoza. 5cís. The Biblé God and His Favorits. 
Sots. Miracle-Workers. 5cts. Health, Wealth, 
and Happiness. 5cts. The Brain and the Soul. | 
6 cts. Nature and the Gods, 5cts. Design and 


PRICE, 6 CENTS. 


Bible Temperance: 


LIQUOR DRINKING 


Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 


by the Bible, 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


This is & companion book to Remsburg's ** Bible 


Natural Selection. 5cts. Man and the Lower | Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents. 


Animals. 5cís. : 
Address Watts and Oo., 17 Johnson's Court, 
E.O., Lon Yon, Eng. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE WATCH OF THE FUTURE. 


The new, latest improved 14 karat filled gold 
watches are the best and most durable in the 
world for little money. Prices again reduced. 
Seven jewels, $25; 11 jewels, $27.50; 15 jewels, $80. 
Same, adjusted to heat and cold, $34, Ladies’, 7 
Jeweled, $20; 11, $22; 15, $28; with ginss inside cap, 
$3 less ; Louis XIV. style, $3 more; ali best Ameri- 
can hunting stem-winders; open face, gold cap, 
#8 less; open screw case, $5 less; all cases accom- 
panied by manufacturer's and my guarantee for 
20 years. - Above movements in 3 ounce silver 
cases, $13 less; 4 ounce. $12 less; 5 ounce, $10.50; 
and 6 ounce, $9 less. All guaranteed one year and 
sent prepaid, if on line of American Express 
office or per registered mail, subject to approval 
and cash refunded if not satisfactory. 

` WATCH WORK. | 

Send me your watches to be repaired. Inclose 

$1 for cleaning; springs, $1; jewels, $1, and I will 


return in perfect order prepaid. Best spectacles 
or eyoglasnos in the world, $1, prepaid in case. 


Send line finest print you can read 14 inches from 
eyes without glasses. OTTO WETTS EIN, 
Hochelle, I. 


Agents wanted to sell my beautiful Freethought 
badge-pins and charms, and to send watch work 
in lots. Liberal discounts. 


es 
Ingersoll’s Tributes. 
REDUCED IN PRICE, 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger - 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram. 
ing. The titles are: 

The Vision of War, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 

The price of these heretofore has been 76ctg. We 
offer them at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; THE 
THREE FOR FORTY OENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

28 Lafayette PL. New York. 


ROMANIS M, 


DANCER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


PRIO, - = = = = 40 Cents. 
‘Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Our Flag Above the Cross. 


This device is for 
paper and envel- 
opes for Secular 
Unions and others, 


PRICES: 
Half-note, blk ink, 
per quire, . .18 
Envelopes black 
ink, per pack, .18 
Paper or envelopes 
with local ad- 
dress, 1,000, $6.00 
Half-note, 4 colors, 


per quire, . .25 
Envelopes,4 colors, 
per pack, . .25 


Paper or envelopes 
4 colors, with lo- 
cal address, per 
1,000, . . $10.00 

Address 


The Truth Seeker. 


COPYRIGHTEO. 


Any profit from sales will be devoted to the free 
distribution of Liberal literature. 


DR. J. L. YORE, 


The noted Western Liberal orator, started on 
his Eastern lecture tour May ist, to speak at 
Sacramento on May 8th, at Salt Lake City, May 
15th and 22d, at Canon City, Col., May 29th, at Den- 
ver, Col., June 5th and 12th; and at Garden City, 
Dodge City, Kan.; Ottumwa, Iowa: Chicago, Ill.; 
Grand Rapids, M:ch ; Columbus, Alhance, Akron, 
Ohio; Linesville, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, Pa.; 
New York, N. Y.; Boston, Mass.; Albany, Troy. 
Rochester, Batavia, Buffalo, N. Y.; Cleveland, O., 
and at other points on or near the line, should the 
friends desire it, and leave the latch-string out, 
at liv and let-liv rates. í 

Don't miss a rare treat, and Freethinkers and 
Liberals desiring to arrange with the Doctor, 
please &ddress without delay, in care of Chess 
Brothers, Garden City, Kan.; Thos. J. Truss, 
Denver, Colorado; William Lindsay, Ottumwa, 
Iowa; E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake street, 
Chicgao, Ill: D. A. Blodgett, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
R. H. Ralston, Columbus, Ohio; Roman Btaly, 86 
Diamond street, Pittsburgh, Pa., Geo. Longford, 
1106 Leopard st., Philadelphia, Pa.; Truth Seeker 
office, “ew York city; Investigator office, Boston, 
Mass.; H. L. Green, 165 Delevan av., Buffalo, N.Y.; 
N. Hexter, Cleveland, Ohio. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland. Editors; Jos, Burgher and 
F L. browne, Printers. This paper is devoted spe~ 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 

rise,the Credit Foncier of Binaloa, and ponerally 

o the practical solution of the problem of Integre 
COe-operation. Price, $1 a year; 50 ranta for six 
months, 9* asnts far thee manth: 


THE TRUTH SEFKER ANNUAL. 


Price, 25 cents. 
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Colonel Íngersoll in Court. 


Robert Q. Ingersoll was in Syracuse last 
Thursday, among other eminent lawyers from 
New York. He was engaged in a suit be- 
Vween two telegraph companies, the Ameri- 
can Rapid and the Bankers & Merchants, in 
the United States court, before the Hon. 
.Judge Wallace, in which was involved the 
little sum of $3,000,000. It was a three- 
corner or triangular ease, wherein receivers 
and bond-holders were interested. The 
other counsel were able, and exhausted the 
forenoon session with their legal guid nuncs ; 
but on the adjournment for dinner, this de- 
ponent, though somewhat accustomed to legal 
conundrums when young, was unable to take 
in the heads and points of the case. On the 
reassembling of the court, Mr. Ingersoll 
opened his side. As it was an equity case, 
the evidence had been taken and printed, and 
this was the summing up. He spoke two 
hours and a half. There is nouse in talking 
— Colonel Ingersoll is a power. He made 
things plain as a pike-staff, as he always does. 
His presence had got noised about, and the. 
court-room was full. At the close there was. 
no person present, I venture, who heard him, 
whether lawyer or layman, but that under- 
stood the case. The other counsel were 
dressed in black, and otherwise in strict ac- 
cordance with the usage of members of the 
New York city bar. Mr. Ingersoll was 
dressed very plainly, but neatly. He wore low- 
quartered shoes, dark pants, light-colored 
summer vest, and sack coat of the same ma- 
terial, of the thinnest fabric, the stripes in 
both running up and down, with neat, plain 
necktie, over a ‘standing color with the corners 
turned down. Nothing could be simpler or 

.more unpretending. He is, in common con- 
versation, noticeably hoarse. It brought to 
me a momentary impression of sadness, for 
I remembered some time ago seeing it 
stated that he had had a surgical operation 
for the removal of a throat difficulty supposed. 
to be like General Grant’s. But as he talked 

. his voice grew clearer and rang out with 
much force and lung power. He is becom- 
ing considerably corpulent, shaves his face 
all over, is nearly bald-headed save. a sheaf 
of gray hair nearly white extending from his 
ears across the occiput, but having no length. 
His head is large and round, and he has a 
tremendous brain. He is perfectly courteous 
ani good-humored in his treatment of his 
‘adversaries. In occasional collisions with 
them his quick wit and repartee were char- 
acteristic and full of fun. But when he was 
contradicted very flatly by Mr. Wilson by a 
counter-assertion, he did not tell the counsel 
he lied, but turning toward him, with up- 
lifted. arm, in a tone of thunder, he said, 
*" That is not true!” The effect of voice, 
gesture, attitude, was annihilating, at least to 
further ccntradiction. Mr. Ingersoll is forci- 
ble in utterance, vehement in manner, and 
ardentin address. His earnestness impresses 
you that he believes what he says, and that 
he means you shall. What is remarkable for 
one so much engrossed in professional care 
is the fact that he finds time, as a sort of 
amusement, for such extensiv research in 
theology, history, and literature, while his 
sympathy with humanity is deep and tender 
as a woman's heart. There is a vein of ex- 
ceeding fineness in the fiber and soul and 
brain. His eulogy on Mr. Beecher, though 
in prose, is a wondrous poem in itself.— JVew 


Era Gleaner. 
—— anes oo 


Stray Scraps. 

Novelist Cable’s farewell at Northampton, 
Mass., May 28d, was on “The Passage 
Through the Red Sea.” He admitted, 
** There is no account of this crossing on the 
monuments of Egypt," but solaced himself 
and his hearers with, ** No nation is apt to 
leave a monument commemorating its defeat.” 

He rather questioned the dividing of the 
waters by any but natural means, easing off 
with, *Just how much is due to natural 
causes, and how much to the direct help of 
God, it is hard to tell, but the historian leaves 
us no room to doubt God's hand in the mat- 
ter.” Why did he not say God's finger, or 
arm, or foot? He said '* God had not made 
a mistake, that he had to work miracles,” but 
that ‘‘ the whole intent of them was to teach 
us that all the operations of nature are the 
work of God’s hands.” I wonder how he 
knows! Who told him? 

** Calamities are the result of natural mis- 
takes,” he said, ‘and though God's action 
was benevolent and beneficent for the Israel- 
it es, it was the destruction of the Egy ptians;” 
but he justified God, because ‘‘ he dealt with 
them as a nation, and not as an individual.” 
He alluded to our war, saying, “ God pun- 


ished both sides for the crime of moral neg- 
lect.” l 

Mr. Cable left “his audience in tears,” 
going to the South on a recuperating (junket- 
ing) tour preparatory to returning and writ- 
ing more love-sick, religious, blood-thun- 
der-and-fire novels. Preacher and novel- 
writer combined makes a happy conglomera- 
tion not often found in either profession sep- 
arately. Long liv the preacher, novel-writer 
Cable! 

At the celebration of the two hundred and 
fiftieth anniversary of the First Congregational 
church, Springfield, Mass., May 28d, said 
ex-Governor Robinson, of Massachusetts: 
** Tet us unite church and state so closely in 
the administration of all public business that 
we become that people whose God is the 
Lord, and we shall then be in accord with the 
spirit of the fathers who builded here for & 
future beyond their own time," etc. 

It is not best to get excited, but had not 
progressionists better be on the alert to coun- 
teract such advice as uniting church and state 
in public business ? "What church? Which 
church? The one that ex-Governor Robin- 
son was then puffing—the Congregational! 

“Spirit of the fathers!" that would be a 
fine retrogression, truly. Why, those fathers 
compelled everyone to ‘‘go to meeting," or 
fined him. Minister-tax was levied on all 
property and every citizen, and if unable to 
pay it, the only cow was seized and sold, 
or, what was considered worse still, the 
family Bible. The ''spirit of the fathers” 
revived, or we be in accord with the ‘spirit 
of the fathers!” Do you know what you are 
saying, ex-Governor Robinson? You, and 
your Unitarian denomination, would be no- 
where—just where it was two hundred and 
fifty years ago when that Springfield church 
you were applauding was incorporated. How 
very silly such talk seems! Suppose ‘‘ we 
should become that people whose God is the 
Lord,” and put that God into the national 
Constitution, should we hay any less cyclones, 
earthquakes, freshets, drouths, and other dis- 
pensations of divine providence than now ? 
If it would put him in good humor, there 
would be some use in it; but, alas! he plagues 
his chosen just as badly as he does us repro- 
bates. There is no hope of amendment. 

Erra E. Grsson. 


—— —— — 9$ — ——————— 
Opinions of Our Books. 


. We find a new pamphlet of some 80 pages 
on our table, from the Truth Seeker Publish- 
ing Company, New York, written by Israel 
W. Groh, entitled, ** Is the God of Israel the 
True God?" (price 20 cents); and another by 
Samuel P. Putnam, entitled, ‘‘ The New God.” 
After reading both productions, we can say 
we like “The New God” the best, but we 
suppose this is on the principle that each 
individual makes his own God, as Colonel 
Ingersoll says. Every race of people, every 
sect, and indeed every individual defines 
God differently—if not in words, at least in 
conception. Mr. Groh describes the God of 
Israel as pictured in the four books of Moses, 
Joshua and Judges, and certain places in the 
New Testament; and he thinks him & mon- 
ster. Mr. Putnam pictures a God in accord- 
ance with his conceptions of what such a 
being ought to be, and a very attractiv pict- 
ure it is. It ig not, however, a perfect, un- 
changeable God, but a progressiv God, who 
changes as men change, and advances as men 
advance. But Mr. Putnam thinks it would 
be better to dismiss the gods entirely. This 
is the closing sentence: ‘‘ The highest excel- 
lence of humanity is where there are no gods, 
neither new nor old, where man is all in all, 
cultivated, disciplined, lordly, the master of 
himself, the champion of his natural rights, 
and the-lord of his own heart." There are 
few more pleasant writers than Mr. Putnam, 
and several of his productions in verse hav 
had a wide circulation.—Denison, Texas, 
Sunday Gazetteer. 


** The Struggle for Religious and Political 
Liberty " is the title of one of the latest works 
of Theodore C. Spencer, published by the 
Truth Seeker Company, New York. It is 
full of the traditions of the early centuries, 
together with historical facts, and is well 
worth reading. The church of Rome, Mor- 
monism, ;Mobammedanism, dogmatism, and 
all other isms constitute a large portion of 
the contents of the work. The persecution 
of the early Christians occupies a chapter of 
much interest. The book indicates much 
careful thought upon the part of the author. 
His idea is to apparently show the great ob- 
stacles the early races had to surmount be- 
fore they could approach the avenue that led 
to liberty. A great many religious demon- 
strations are pronounced fallacious by the 


author—that is, such as are alleged to hav 
taken place at a remote period in the history 
of the world. The author does not believe 
that anyone has the right to wantonly attack 
a religious faith and belief unless he is able to 
supply a better one to take its place. 
Whether himself and associates hav found 
the true one or not, he leaves the reader to 
judge. He wishes the reader to examin the 
material facts of history, and to judge accord- 
ingly. 

“Tf this discussion," says the author, 
“ shall in any way unsettle and endanger the 
honest faith of anyone, we here pledge our- 
selvs to tender them a philosophy of life that 
is reasonable, consistent, elevating, and con- 
soling, thus bringing peace and joy into this 
life, and leading ever onward 4into the fresh- 
ness of the great future." | 

The author need not worry himself on this 
score, as, besides an assumed belief, nine- 
tenths of all civilized races hav their private 
opinions about the matter, which, however, 
they are not given to airing unnecessarily, 
unless they are so unfortunate as to belong to 
a reservation for cranks. 

Religion at best is but a profitless subject 
for discussion in any guise, and as long as 
people hav ideas of their own and brains of 
their own, it will be futil to turn their be- 
liefs into some channel that takes a different 
course from their own. Every sect and every 
denomination in the ecclesiastical world be- 
lieves, or pretends to believe, in some pre- 
scribed divine doctrin, and it is useless to at- 
tempt the formation of & universal religion.— 
Galveston, Texas, Daily News. 

We hav received from the New York 
TRUTH SEEKER a copy of the Nine Demands 
of Liberalism, printed on a liberal sheet of 
plate paper and surrounded by fine cabinet- 
size portraits of such noted religious heretics 
as Washington, Jefferson, Paine, Franklin, 
Girard, and Ingersoll. The work is designed 
by Charles Eckhard, treasurer American Sec- 
ular Union, and those who would like to 
frame it will probably find that it fits the 
frame of that hideous conception wherein 
despair in the shape of a bedraggled woman 
clings to a wooden cross on @ barren rock, 
with the choice of letting go to be drowned, 
or hanging on to be starved. The new pict- 
ure will fit the old frame, and the old picture, 
notwithstanding the dampness of its atmos- 
phere, will burn in either a coal or wood 
stove. The Truth Seeker Company will send 
the new design for $1. Address, 28 Lafay- 
ette Place, N. Y.— Winsted, Conn., Press. 


Very Cheap Pamphlets. 


We hav on hand a large number of the following 
of COLONEL INGERSOLL’S pamph'ets, which 
will be disposed of at cost, as fol ows: 

Ingersoll Cutechised: 
His Answers to a Number of Vital Questions Pro- 
pounded by the Editor of the * 8an Franciscan ;” 
singly, 3 cents; per dozen, 30 cents; per hundred, 


$2.00. 
ORTHODOXY, 


A lecture, fifty-four closely printed large 12mo 
pages, 10 cents; fifteen, $1; and $6 per hundred. 
Civil Rights Speech, 
Including the address of Frederick D^uglas. fifty- 
three-large octavo pages, singly, 10 cents; fifteen 
for $1; aad $6 per hundred. 
The Truth of History, 
This is a comment by Colonel Ingersoll upon 
the religious lies that hav been told about him- 
self, and first made its appearance in these col- 
umns. Price 3 cents; 30 cents per dozen; $2 per 
hundred. 
BIBLE IDOLATRY, 
A letter Colonel Ingersoll wrote to the editor of 
the London “Secular Review.” Price 3 cents ; 30 
cents per doz., or $2 per hundred. ` 


INGERSOLL ON McGLYNN, 


Being the comments and opinions of Mr. Inger- 


soll upon the fight in the Catholic church between 
the late pastor of St. Stephen's and his employer, 
the pope. Price 3 cents; 30 cents per doz., or $2 
per hundred. 


We suggest that these be purchased in quanti- 
ties, and given away to Christians, and it is with 
that not unreasonable exp. ctation that the vrices 
hav been placed so low. 


Address THE ee SEEKER CO., 
28 La.ayette Pi., New York. 


BIBLE MYTHS 


AND THEIR 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


The object of the work 18 to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abonnd; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning 

**Tt is unquestionably true That the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else so accessible as they are now made 
in the work before us.”—N. Y. Sun. 

1 vol. 8yo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.50. 


THE HUMBOLDT LIBRARY. 


Price 15 cents each rumber, unless otherwise marked. 


1. Light Science for Leisure Hours. A series of 
familiar essays on astronomical and other 
D Pw MER By Richard A. Proc. 
or, F. 

2. The Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivers, Ice 
and Glaciers. 19: silustrations. By John thyn- 
dall, F.R.S. 

3. Physics and Politics. An application of the 
pane of Natural Science to olitica] 

ciety, By Walter Bagehot, Author o 
“The English Constitution.” 

4. Man's Place in Nature. With numerous illus- 
trations. By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S.- 

5. Education, Intellectual, Moral, and Physical. 

y Herbert Spencer. 
6. Town Geology. With Appendix on Coral and 
Reefs. By Charles Kingsley. 

3. Conservation of Energy. With numerous Illus- 
trations. By Balfour Stewart, LL.D. 

8. Study of Languages: | 
principles. Marce. 

9. The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 

10. Theory of Sound in its Relation to Music. 

umerous illustrations. By By Prof. Pietro 
Blaserna. 

41. ) The Naturalist on the River Amazon. | À rec- 

| ord of 11 years! travel. By Henry Walter 

12. Bates, F.L.S. Not sold separately. 

13. Mind and Body. The theories of their rela- 
tions. ‘By Alexander Bain, LL. 

14. The Wonders of the Heavens. - 32 illustration: 

. By Camille Flammarion. 

15. Longevity. The means of prolonging life after 
middle age. By John Gardner, M. 

16. Origin of Species. By Thomas H. Huxley. 


17. Progress: Its Law and Canse. With other dis 
quisitions. By Herbert Spencer. 


br ought back to its Trus 


18. Lessons in Electricity. 60 illustrations. By 
John Tyndall, F.R.S. 
19. Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. By 


Richard A. Proctor. 
20. Romanos of Astronomy. By R. Kalley Miller, 


gi. The Physical Basis of Life, with other essays. 
By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 

X. Seeing and Thinking. By William Kingdon 
Clifford, F.R.S. 

33. Scientific Sophisms. A review of current 
theories conce-ning Atoms, Apes, and Men. 
By Samuel Wainwright, D.D. 

24. Popular Scientific Lectures. Illustrated. By 
Prot. H. He oltz. 

25. Origin of Nations. By Prof. Geo. Rawlinson, 
Oxford Üniversity. 

26. The Evolutionist at Large By Grant Allen. 

27. History of Landholdin n England. By 
Joseph Fisher, F.R.H 8. 

9. Fashion in Deformity, as illustrated in the . 
customs of Barbarous aud Civilized Races. 
Numerous illustrations. By William Henry 
Flower, F.R.S 


JS. Facts and Fictions of Zoology. Numerous 


ilustrations. By Andrew Wi P Ph. D. 
3. | Study of Words. By Richard Chenevix 
ah Trench. 
32. Hereditary Traits and other Essays. By Rich- 
ard A. Proctor. 
33. Vignettes from Nature. By Grant Allen. 


34. Philosophy of Style. By Herbert Spencer. 

35. Oriental Religions. John Caird, Pres. 
niv. Grane and Ole. deri 

36. Lectures on Evolution. Illustrated. By Prof. 
T. H. Huxley. 


37. Six. Lectures on light. Illustrated, By John 
. Tyndall. 

nl Geological Sketches. By Archibald Geikie, 

29. E.R.S. 


40. The Evidence of Organic Evolution. By Geo. 
. Romanes, F.R.S. 


4i. Current Discussions in Science. By W. M. 
Williams, F.C.S. 

42. History of the Science of Politics. By Freder- 
ick Pollock. 


48. Darwin and Humboldt. By Professor Huxley, 
Professor Agassiz, and others. 
49. Al 


Dawn of History. By C. F. Keary, of the 
British Museum. 
16. Discases of Memory. By Th. Ribot. Tran- 
slated from the French 


y J. Fitzgerald, 
47. Childhood of Religions. By Edward Ciodd, 
F.G.AS. 


Illustrated. By Jas. Hinton. 
its Constitution; its Phenomena; 


Carr, 
50. Money and the Mechanism of Exchange. Dy 
BLS Prot. W. Stanley bus F.R.S. 


82. Diseases of the Will. By Th. Ribot. Trans 
lated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. : 
By 


53. aami Automatism, and other Essays. 
54, m th Wand Growthof Myth. ‘By Edward Clodd. 


48. Life in Nature. 

49. The Sun : 
its Condition. By Judge Nathan ‘I’, 
Columbus, Ind. 


rof. T. H. Huxley, F 


55. BRA Basis of Morals, and fer Essays. 
By William Kingdon Clifford, F 


2 Illusions. By James Sully. 


58.1 The Origin of Species. By Charles Darwin. 

59.) Two double numbers, 30 cents each. 

80. Childhood of the World. By Edward Clodd. 

61. Miscellaneous Essays. By Richard A. Proctor. 

62. Religions Of the Ancient World. By Prof. Gco. 
Rawlinson, University of Oxford. Doublé 
number; 30 cents. 

63. PEED. De Morality, | By: Thomas Fowler, 

president of Corpus Christi College, 


64. Db ibution of Animals and Plants. By A 
Russel Wallace and W. T. Thiselton Dyer. 

$5. Conditions of Mental Development; and other 
Essays. By Wm. Kingdon Clifford 

66. Technical Education; and other Essays. By 
Thomas H. Huxley, 'F.R. 

67. The Black Death. An Account of the Great 
Pestilence of the Fourteenth Century. 44x 

. Hecker. 

. Special number, 1 10 cents.) Three Essay. 


erbert Spencer. 
69. (Double Number, 80centa). Fetichisin : A Cor 


tribution to Anthropology and, fhe ‘Histor? 
of Religion. By Frit. Schultze, P. Traus- 
lated from the German by Jj. BD. Dray 
70. Essays Speculativ and Practical. By Herber 
Spencer. 
71. Anthropology. By Daniel Wilson np n . 
With ppendix on Archeology. "hy E 
Tylor, 
72. The Dancing Mania or the Middle Ages. By 
J. F. C. Hecker, 


78. Evolution in History, Language, and Science. 
dresses delivered at the London 
er ystal Palace School of Art, Science, and 
iterature. 
74. The Descent of Man; and selection in relation 
o Sex. By Charles Darwm. In & parte 
15 cents each. 


Add>-ss THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 
.OALIFOBNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. ` 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
OANADA. . 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
COLORADO. 
J. Q. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Btevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 802 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
; INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 


KANSAS.’ 

Chris. Brown, Burlington. 

: i MAINE. : 

B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrha 
Mills). : : 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 

d '  MIOHIGAN. 


A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. - 
8..D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Chas. Sach, 188 S. Division St., Grand Rapids. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. f 
Phillip Roeder, 322 Olive st., St. Louis. 
E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. — 
Lang & Co., 709 Olive st., St. Louis. 
NEBRASKA, 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
| NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st.. Brooklyn. __ 
Henry Adler, cor. Essex and Grand streets. 
OHIO. 
N. Hexter, 808 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. . 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 

: PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 8,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 

TENNESSEE. 
Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
TEXAS. i : 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 
UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 


ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


Robt. G. Ingzersolls 


OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 


in the suit of the 
Bankers’ and Merchants’ 
graph Company 
: against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 


So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that Tur TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


wW 7 AERP 
RY “SQUARE 


OR, 
The Church of Practical Religion. 
|. BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found & 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 

.of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen .lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


, For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 
S. P. Putnam’s Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Ita Scientific Solution, with some Oriticisms o 
Dniversology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri. 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
** A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day.”—John 
Swinton's Paper. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the ‘Nineteenth Century In. 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein iti 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 

Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 


with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to mo, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”~Dr. HENRY W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 
Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 

Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 
other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 

Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 


version of the Indjan Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
copy—the Genesis legend—is shown.. Pricé 10 


ts. 
For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Tele- 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, LY 30, 1887. 
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Touch and Workmanship. 


de 
En 


Unrivaled in Tone, 


No ix. 5 
m E € 
Cor. 87th ico SO Third AVY“ kew York. 


Col. Kelso's Works. | The Public Schools 


o€? 


Factory & WAREROOMS, 


The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- AND THE | 
hammer Logie unsurpassed.” 8vo. 838pp. Catholic Churcb. 

Deity Analyzed and the Devil's De- —9— 
fense. A thorough analysis of the By L. K. Washburn. 
claims for the existence of the Bible deity, and : Mom ga 


. an examination in verse of the charges gener- 
ally brought against bis Satanic majesty. 
12mo, 466pp., £1.50. 9 


Spiritualism, Sustained. This work 
goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 

_ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 


Infidel Death Beds 
By G. W. FOOTE. 
Price, - - - - 25 cents; 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


HOW TO STRENGTHEN 
THE MEMORY; 
OR, 
Natural and Scientific Methods of 
Never Forgetting. 
By M. L. HOLBROOK, M, . 
12mo, 160 pp., - =- = = $1.00 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Latayette Pl., New York. 


“I could pronounce n^ benediction upon Ro- 
manism. Ith sdone mischief enough to deserve 
transportation for life. I regard Roman Chri-- 
tianity as the worst form of tyranny. lt com- 
mands the arm to work and the brain t» dio; it 
feeds faith and starves thought; it loves oppves- 
sion and hates liberty. It has given falsehood a 
crown and truth a scaffold." 


PRICE, 5 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayet'e Tiac>, New York. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 


Price 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Company. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. . 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymons, itis now known to be the work of W. 

| H. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents. Move 
than 80,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. : 
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COITTIEIDUIS. 


Calendar for 1887, - - - - - " 
Freethought in the United States, 1886, - 
Liberty. Address by Grover Cleveland, 


The Coming Dawn. By D. Louis Bodge, 
Freethought Abroad, e m ce AS e 
Sunday, Oath, and Blesphemy Laws of the 

States and Territories of the United States, 
The Right to Testify. By F. M. Holland, - 
The American Secular Union. By Samuel P. 

Putnam, - - - - - - - * -* 
The Parson. A Story. By Si Slokum, 
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NEW YORK: 


|o PUBLISHED AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFIC 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. ee 


PRICE, 25 CENTS. 


AND SQUARE. |? 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Trnth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rate 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write, 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Ear] 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wm. HENRY 
URR. Priee, 25cents. For sale at this office. 


**SHOPPEL’S MODERN HOUSES"? No. 3. 
(Published, July 1, 1888) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece show ng the modern style 
of painting. t 
A cardboard supplement ingenionsly drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces for 
constructing a model house with plain directions 
for putting them together. 
hile the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. Itis,in fact, & most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; & perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, 80 exact that it is useful to 
builders, 
55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000), 
ew Designs for Barns, 
1 New Design for a Chapel. 
Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 
(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. ! 
An Article on Villa Park Associations. 
SENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRIOE, $1. 
Address 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASSO'N, 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli. 
-cal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


“ The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, dam Bix copies for 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 
ration,” 

Price, 35 cents, 


For either of these works, or any of Paines 
writings, | Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


VOLT AIRES ROMANCES 


CONTENTS : 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.— Zadig 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princes. 
of Babylon.—The-Man of Forty Crowns. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas,— 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the White 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversatior 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A_ Pleasure ir 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India, 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid paper. With 6% 


engravings. Price, cloth, bevele oards, $2.00 
Half calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE DAWNING. 


A NOVEL. . 


“Oh, heaven! Apollo is once more among the 
herdsmen of Adnietus, and the herdsmen know 
not it is the Sun-god !? 


An octavo volume of nearly 400 pages, bound in 
cloth, Price, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
38 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE 
(CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION, ` 


From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION. 
Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


WORKS OF O.. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 


Christianity a Reward for Crime. 
Authenticated by the Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 29 pages, - - - 10c. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 
Paper, 12mo, 47 pages, - n E 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 25c. 


A Masonic Vindication of Right. 
A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 86 pages, - - ~ - 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

38 Lafayette PL, New York. 


15c 


15c. 


a 
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IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. 
y Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 
V. Dawn of Creation. An Answer to Mr. Glad- 


Hews of the Week. THE ORDER OF CREATION, 


stone. By Albert Reville, D.D. 
Giudstoue Badle Muller, VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. By Prof. T. H. 
Mus. CLEvetanp was 23 years old the 21st. Linton Reville. - > Huxley. . 
` . . VII. A Protest anda Plea. , By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
on 


THERE were 935 deaths in New York city i On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
last week. CONTENT: . 
I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. By Hon. 
THE movement to enforce the Sunday 


n W. E. SAI tone, a A 
"liquor law has collapsed. The majority of I. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 
saloons hav open side doors. 


This is à new book and contains the latest discus- 
8ion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of the 
participants are a guarantee of its able character. 


Price, paper, 59 cents; cloth, 75 conts. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


preters of Nature. By Prof, T. H. Huxley. 
Tur Central Labor 


III. Postscript to Solar Myths. By Prof. Max 
Muller. : 


28 Lafayette Pl.,New York. 


Gems of Thonght. 


WHEN one i8 humbugged he wants, atleast, that 


a slight semblance of possibility should exist.— 


D. M. Bennett. | 


TE region of the senses is the unbelieving part 
of the humau soul, and out of that now began to 
rise fumesof doubt and question into Mary’s heart 
and brain. The death of her father was a fact. 
The loss,the evanishment, the ceasing, were in- 

controvertible things. She 


was sure of them; could 


Union has appointed Sep- 


tember 5th as a Labor 


holiday, and asks all toil- 


ers to observe it. 


TEE new yacht Volun- 
teer, built at Boston to 
defend the America cup 
against the Scotch This- 
tle, is an astonishingly 
fast boat. 


Some Philadelphians 


are preparing to celebrate 
September 15th as the 
anniversary of the pro- 
mulgation of the United 
States Constitution. 


Tere is to be a na_ 
tional church built at 


Rome in honor of St. Pat- 
rick and at the expense of 


the Irish people. Collec- 
tions are being taken up. 


:Onurioaeo, like New 
York, has boodle alder- 
men. One of them, Mr. 
McGarigle, convicted, has 
escaped, and his where- 


abouts is unknown to the 


police. 


AN express train, near 


Hohokus, N. J., ran at 


she be sure of anything 


E else? How could she? She 
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full speed through a gang 


of Italian laborers on the 
21st, killing eleven out- 
right and injuring a num- 
ber of others. 


sagen iy 


2) 


MU Mb NM 


had not seen Ohrist rise 
she had never looked.upon 
one of the dead; never 
heard a voice from the 
other bank; had received 


/ | no certain testimony. These 
f l i were not her thoughts; she 

" ni i was too weary to think; 
N (af p { 1 they were but the thoughts 


that steamed up in her and 
went floating. about before 
her. [*Whoso readeth, 
let him understand !" for it 
is more than I do.J 
looked on them calmly, 
coldly as they came, and 
passed or remained—saw 
them with indifference— 
there they were and she 
could not help it—wearily 
believing none of them, un- 
able to cope with and dispel 
. them, hardly affected by 
their presence, save with a 
sense of dreariness, and 
loneliness, and wretched 
company.—Mary Marston, 


Tue heart has much 
affinity with the brain— 
should I not add the 
stomuch ?—that it will only 


j N bear a fixed amount of ill- 
MUN. usage, or even of justifiable 
Da? wear and tear. Take too 


many liberties with it, and, 
no more than the intellect 
or the digestion, will it con- 
tinue its functions. There 


(QV = 
LL MTM 


EXTRAORDINARY GROWTH OF ISAAC. 
And the man waxed great, and went forward, and grew until he became very great.—Genesis xxvi, 13. 


Ir is reported that Stanley, the African 


explorer, is dead. 


VierLANTS are after the Mormon mission- 
aries in South Carolina, and hav given them 
ten days to leave the state or be hanged. 


JaooB SuanP, the convicted briber, is still 
in New York, his counsel having secured 
astay. His health is bad, and he is likely to 
die in jail. Y 

Parrs of New England were visited last 
week with one of the heaviest rain-storms 
ever known there. In New York the weather 
has been muggy, with frequent rains. 


PHILADELPHIA publishers say the revised 
Bible has fallen flat. Hundreds of thousands 
of copies remain on the shelves, and the 
people will not hav them at any price. 


TurnE.was a fire in a Chinese joss-house in 
this city last week, and the god was burnt 
up. The worshipers will buy themselvs a 
new deity as soon as circumstances will per- 
mit. 

A woman of 52, according to the British 
Medical Journal, recently dropped dead in a 
London street. Tight-lacing with corsets 
had stopped the action of the heart and lungs 
and produced syncope. 

IMMIGRATION to this country in the past 
twelve months has amounted to 483,116, an 
increase of 160,000 over the preceding year. 
During the last fiscal year the excess of ex- 
ports over imports was $77,958,448; this 
year it is only $273,832. 


EvaANGELIST Mnason, whom the barbarians 
of Park Ridge, N. J., mobbed, flogged, and 
clipped, returned to that place last Sunday. 
They declared they would lynch him if he re- 
mained, whereupon he heard a “ voice from 
the Lord," and went away. 


Tax total value of the mineral product in 
the United States last year was $465,000,000, 
an increase of $37,000,000 over 1885. The 
gain was caused by the increase in the pro- 
duction of pig iron. The total value of the 
gold produced was $35,900,000, an increase 
of $3,000,000; silver, $51,000,000, a decrease 
of $600,000. 


A MOB of fifty men waited upon the Rev. 
J. W. Henry, of Odessa, Mo., on the 22d, 
with the intention of riding him out of town 
on a rail. The clergyman met them with a 
shot-gun, and they retreated. The daughter 
of the leader of the mob had given birth to 
an illegitimate child, of which, she claims, 
the Rev. Mr. Henry is the cause. 


comes a paralysis of the 
feelings, as of the senses, 
and that is indeed a dreary 
death-in-lite which drops 
its arms in hopeless lassi- 


Odds and nds. 


PRESIDENT CLEVELAND’s nurse has died. She 
was less fortunate, in this respect, than George 
Washington's. ` 

Goop-srz, McGlynn! Meet you—(scuse us, 
your holiness). Forgot; McGlynn. Hav made 


different arrangements. Can’t meet you hereafter. 
—Life. 


Kine SonowoN was over one hundred years old 
when he married, and although he dressed nicely 
he was a very plain man. Most of his wives mar“ 
ried him for money. 


“Goop mawnin, Wilyum, bas yo’ read about de 
communication de pope has gib Doctar McGlynn ?" 
* No, sar; dis chile steer clear ob dat; commuüni. 
cation corrup’ good manners, sar.” 


Ir is said that the Rev. Dr. John Hall preaches 
to two hundred million dollars every Sunday ; and 
thai the contribution boxes often come back 
looking very much ashamed of themselvs, 


A LITTLE four-year-old created a ripple by re- 
marking to the Sunday-school class: * Our dog's 
dead. I'll bet the angels were scared when they 
saw him coming up the walk, He's awful cross to 
strangers.” 


“I Aw devoted to George, of course," said a 
Chicago girl to her mother ; ** but I am afraid that 
he hasn’t get-up-and-get enough about him to 
make any great success in this world.” ** Why?» 
asked her mother. ‘ Because he always kisses me 
on the forehead.” 


First Omaha ‘nian: “I swindled the big rail- 
road companies out of $20 to-day.” Second Omaha 
man: “Jt doesn't seem possible." ‘ Fact, though. 
I ordered a carload of goods, and the freight came 
to $20 more than the goods are worth.” ‘Well? 
**T made "em keep the goods,” 


Tue girls who go into ecstasies over a new pat- 
tern for knit lace; who grow enthusiastic over 
making paper flowers; who read novels galore; 
who go to the opera whenever they get a chance ; 
who wear boots a size too small for them ; who 
say “awful” forty times a day, etc., make just as 
good wios as the other kind, and don’t you for- 
get it! 


“ Joun,” called the president of the Great Da. 
kota Land and Improvement and Trust Company, 
“how many town lots did we sell yesterday ?” 
“ One, sir.” “Very well. Bring in the map and 
mark off forty. How much money did we loan 
out?" ‘None, sir; but we had a partial applica- 
tion.” “Very well again. Order some new cir- 
culars and mark up our capital $200,000.” 


Finsr tramp: ‘t Whenever the pangs of hunger 
steal o’er me like a troubled dream, I ask myself if 
the conacionsness of an unquenched thirst or an 
unsatisfied appetite is more inclined to bring dis- 
tress to the soul than the perception of the long- 
sought-after but still-withheld means of satisfying 
inward cráving. What would you say, Bill?" 


Second tramp : " Jes’ this : that if you spring any |. 


more of your Concord Schoolof Philosophy co- 
nundrums on me, I'll dissolve pardnership and 
hang on to this pie wot they gave me at the house 
that Emerson lived in.” 


Wives love indulgent husbands, 
And we've sometimes heard of such ; 
Yet women maintain 

They've a right to complain 
When a husband indulges too much. 


ST. PETER was sitting by the gates of glory 
when a straight-haired personage in black ap- 
proached him and said: * Having shuffled off the 
mortal coil, I am looking for a place where I may 
dwell forever among the ‘strictly orthodox.” “I 
don’t know any such place ‘round here,” replied 
the saint, “but if you'll apply to the Andover 
Theological Seminary you may find where people 
of your kind can be accommodated.” 


“How is the work progressing in Dakota?” 
asked a Boston minister of a good brother at the 
Baptist anniversaries the other day. * Well, I am 
getting along pretty well, but still it's rather dis- 
couraging. The first week I went there I had big 
congregations. One day there were one hundred 
and fifty down on their knees weeping and pray- 
ing. Aman came in and said there were two de- 
tectivs coming down the road, and every blessed 
person got up and skipped." 


“ TuE peopleof New York are not very sociable, 
are they?" said a Western man, addressing an 
acquaintance who lived in the East. ‘ Well, I 
don't know but they are, although they may be a 
little peculiar in that respect. For several years 
I had my office in a large building on Broadway. 
One daya fellow came in and asked if my name 
was McFiddleton. I told him it was, and then 
after a few momeénts'silence he said : ‘My office is 
just across the hall, and ever since I saw your sign 
several years ago, I hav been intending to drop in 
and see you. Iam your brother, you know, and— 
well, how are you getting along, anyway?’ 
Yes,” continued the Eastern man, “they area 
trifle peculiar, but after you get in with them you 
will find them very sociable.” 


*t HAvING a boom here?” asked a stranger, as be 
put his head out of a car window at a Dakota 
station. ‘Naw!” replied a nativ. “That’s 
strange—thought every place had one this spring.” 
“They be, mostly,” and the man sighed and 
leaned up against the depot. ‘Then why isn't 
this town having one?” ‘“ W'y, you see, stranger, 
it was owin’ to a little mismanagement. We 
platted a big Brighton Beach Boulevard addition 
over to the Jake j'inin' the town, and you know 
the land there is just a little bit soft like. Well, 
the first spec’lator that come along the boys got 
too fast and took him down to it and he started to 
walk off acrosss the lots, and I'm blamed if he 
didn’t stick there and we couldn't git to him to 
pull him out.” “How long ago did it happen?” 
“Bout two weeks.” “He must be dead, then?” 
* Oh, yes, I reckon he’s dead all right enough, but 
before hesunk out o'sight he hollered to other 
buyers that we took down and warned them 'bout 
the place, and somehow capitalists kinder got 
prejudiced .ag’in’ our real estate and we hain’t 
havin’ no boom a-tall. I’m goin’ to move.” 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY BOBERT O. ADAMS. 
Oloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 


| before the game is played out? 


tude, and says: “I hav 
shot my bolt, J hav run my chance—sink or swim, 
what matter? Iaccept my fate.” . . Accept 
your fate! Whatisthis but yielding the stakes 
Scuttling the 
ship before she strikes and fills? Surrendering 
the fort and going over with arms, standards, and 
ammunition to the enemy? The man who suc- 
ceeds in’ love, war, money-making, is he who will 
not aceept his fate, but frowns, grins, and strives, 
never yielding an inch, unless to win back two 
inches, and so, by sheer force of dogged obstinacy 
and perseverance, gaining the hard fight at last 
and grasping the prize.—Melvilie’s White Rose. 


IN Hume there is, in some respects, a singular 
contrast between the literary and the personal 
life. Perhaps, in this point of view, though in no 
other, the nearest approach to him was in the case 
of his not less famous contemporary, Dr. Johnson, 
who personally and in social life was one of the 
most undeferential and incredulous of men j 
dearly loving an argument merely for the sake of 
the fight, indifferent which side he espoused, and 
almost brutally skeptical of unsifted assertions 
and facts outside of common experience, even 


.when supported by credible witnesses; and yet 


whose main characteristic as an author is that of 
an intolerant stickler for authority, an absolute 
uncritical accepter of traditionary dogmas, and a 
laborious expounder of intellectual common- 
places.—John Caird, D.D. 


Tue brotherhood of man is a sacred thing to 
think of—a sublime thing to teach. When the 
Greek tragedians taught the brotherhood of man 
before the Christian dispensation, was it less 
sacred than it became after Jesus came on earth 
and repeated it? There is this difference between 
the attitude of natural religion and the attitude 
of any sectarianism, that, while natural religion 
recognizes every voice of God that ever spoke 
through the soul of man, Christian sectarianism 
only admite the utterance of one pure soul to be 
divine.—T. W. Higginson. 


ZEALOTS eagerly fasten their eyes on the differ- 
ences between their creed and yours, but the 
charm of the study is in finding the agreements, 
the identities, in all the religions of men.—Em- 
erson. 


WEALTH, well made and well sr ent, is as pure as 
the rill that runs from the mountain side.— 
Goldwin Smith. 


Taer tak! religion in their mouth; 

They talk o’ mercy, grace, and truth, 

For what? to gie their malice shouth (vent] 
On some puir wight, 

An’ hunt him down, o'er right and ruth [pity], 
To ruin straight. 


All hail, Religion ! maid divine! 
Pardon a muse sae mean as mine, 
Who in her rough, imperfect line, 
Thus daurs to name thee ; 
To stigmatize false friends of thine 
Can ne’er defame thee. —Burnas, 


THERE can be no doubt of the usefulness of 
doubt as a means of clearer vision, and it is most 
steadfastly to be believed that a fixed creed means 
stagnation. Flowing water, if running over a 
clean bed, is sweet and whólesome, but stagnant 
water becomes offensiv, and scatters disease and 
death around it.—Hylazc. 
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A JOURNAL OF FREETHOUGHT: AND REFORM. 


Entered at the Post-Office at New York, N. Y., as Second-class Matter. 
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A NEW APPLICATION OF.AN 


t “The tyrant never wants a plea. 


lates and Clippings. 


(THE mayor of Argonia, Kan., is a woman 
named Susanna Salter. She enjoys the dis- 
tinction of being the only woman mayor in 
America. ` : 


A LAWYER in Colmar, who defended some 
Alsatians of Turckeim against the charge of 
having sung the ''Marseillaise," got three 
weeks’ imprisonment for his plea, the precise 
punishment that his clients received for their 
song. . 

Deposits in eight New York banks hav 
increased $2,609,865 in the past six months. 
This is regarded as indicating that the Satur- 
day half-holiday has not had the deleterious 
effect upon economy which its enemies pre- 
dicted. f 


Tur Gardeners Monthly reports Professor 
Rothrock as saying that in spite of the com- 
mon belief to the contrary, this is not a 
timbered continent, only 164 per cent of the 
whole area remaining in timber. This is 
within 14 per cent of the condition when a 
nation begins to experience a dearth of 
timber, and climatic changes begin. 


Evztyn Oxtrious, of this city, is a nice 
Young Men's Christian Association young 
man, employed as collector by a piano firm, 
which engaged him from the Y. M. C. A. 
rooms on the recommendation of the officers 
of that institution. Last week he left the 
firm, with his accounts eighty dollars short. 
A police officer was set to hunt him up, and 
captured him at the Y. M. C. A. rooms, 
where he had left his application for another 
situation. 


Ir has been decided that the Edmunds law 
for the punishment of polygamy and fornica- 
tionin Utah and other territories is applicable 
also to the District of Columbia, and a naval 
officer has just been arrested under it at 
Washington. 


Tus is the sort of stories that they publish 
for fact in Saratoga: '* A clergyman, calling 
on a Washington street family, was ushered 
into the parlor, where Miss Betty was seated 
at the pianoforte. He asked the young lady, 
a member of his Bible class, to ‘play one of 
her favorits? ‘I’m not playing favorits any 
more, she said. ‘I'll take the field against 
them every time.’” 


Taur prohibition campaign in Texas is pro- 
ducing some extraordinary sentences. The 
Herald cites as an example the words of 
Congressman Mills in a Texas speech. He 
remarked that ‘‘hell is full to overflowing 
with such political preachers as Dr. Carroll," 
the Prohibitionist. In reply, the editor of 
the Waco Advance referred to Mills as “ this 
foul-mouthed, Infidel, snake-eyed monster.” 


Tur Educational Committee of the Georgia 
House and Senate in joint session lately 
reported in favor of the Glenn bill, which 
makes it a penalty for any teacher to teach a 
white child in a colored school or a colored 
child in a white school, the schools being 
kept separate by a constitutional law of the 
state. The preliminary discussion of the bill 
created considerable excitement in the North. 
Its passage is accepted in Georgia as the fixed 
policy of the state. There was little discus- 
sion in the committee. Every white man 
voted for the bill, the two colored members 
of the committee voting adversely. 


They hav little chance of resisting the injustice of the powerful w 
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u Tuere doesn’t appear to be any reason,” 
says the Savannah News, “why the president 
should continue to favor Herbert F. Beecher.” 
Right. And there doesn't appear to be any 
more reason why Mr. Cleveland should help 
Wm. QC. Beecher, counsel to Comstock’s 
society, and brother to Herbert F., by asking 
Governor Hill to sign Comstock’s bills. Grat- 
itude to their father is all very well, but the 
sons are not Henry Ward Beechers by any 
means. 


Tux Providence Journal, the leading Re- 
publican newspaper of the state, and for 
years the practical arbiter of Republican 
political affairs in Rhode Island, printed con- 
spicuously the other day the following sweep- 
ing confession: “It cannot be denied that 
Prohibition in Rhode Island, after a year's 
experience, is found to be so complete a 
failure that it is no extravagance to pronounce 
it a miserable farce. It has not even approx- 
imately prohibited the use of intoxicating 
liquor; it is not to-day resulting in any per- 
ceptible diminution of drunkenness, as com- 
pared with former years.” 

Tax St. Louis Institute of Christian Science 
recently applied for incorporation, and stated 
its object to be “to teach a higher sense of 
moral and spiritual qualifications requisit for 
harmony and health, thereby elevating man- 
kind mentally, morally, and physically; to 
establish and maintain a school or institute 
for instruction in Christian science or meta- 
physics and its application to health, and pro- 
mote longevity as taught by the Massachu- 
setts Metaphysical College of Boston; to 
establish and maintain a sanitarium for the 
treatment and healing of diseases as taught 
at said college.” Judge Dillon held that it 


OLD FABLE. 


hose only weapons are innocence and reason.” 


was shown by the evidence that the associa- 
tion would make a feature of the faith cure, 
and he refused the petition of incorpora- 
tion. 

Tur Rev. C. W. Millen, of the old Wash- 
ington street Methodist church in Brooklyn, 
has had charges brought against him directly 
assailing his moral character, and will be 
tried shortly. In the list of complainants is 
Mrs. Squire, a boarding-house keeper, who 
says that the Rev. Mr. Millen insulted her in 
her.own house, more by his actions than by 
his words, though exactly what he did her 
modesty will in nowise permit her to lightly 
divulge. She promises that it shall come out 
at the trial. 


Gzonaz S. Peters, United States attorney 
for Utah, has filed suit against the trustees 
and managers of the Mormon church in be- 
half of the United States to disincorporate the 
said church and wind up its business. The 
petition alleges that the property is valued at 
$3,000,000—$2,000,000 in real estate and 
$1,000,000 personal property. It sets forth 
the law of Congress prohibiting any church 
from owning more than $50,000 worth of 
property, and the section of the Edmunds 
Jaw providing for the disincorporation of the 
Church of Jesus Christ Latter Day Saints and 
escheating its property to the United States 
for the benefit of the common school funds of 
that territory. The petition asks the appoint- 
ment of a receiver, and that all books, papers, 
etc., belonging to the church be turned over 
to him, with all deeds, notes, and property of 
every description. The court set September 
15th for hearing the petition, and ordered a 
subpoena issued to all parties in interest to 
attend on that day. 
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Gommunications. 


The Seybert Commission, 


It is probably known to Tur TRUTH SEEKER readers 
that shortly before his death, Mr. Henry Seybert, of 
Philadelphia, an enthusiastie believer in modern 
Spiritualism, “ presented to the University of Penn- 
sylvania $60,000 to found a chair of philosophy, and 
to the gift added a condition that the university 
should appoint a commission to investigate all 
systems of morals, religion, or philosophy which 
assume to represent the truth, and particularly of 
modern Spiritualism.” 

A commission was accordingly appointed by the 
university, composed of ten members, of whom Dr. 
Wm. Pepper, as provost of the university, was ex 
officio chairman, Dr. Horace Howard Furness acting 
chairman, and Prof. George S. Fullerton secretary. 

Each member in turn, at one of their earliest pre- 
liminary meetings, expressed his entire freedom froni 
all prejudice against the object to be investigated, 
and his readiness to accept any conclusion warranted 
by facts. The acting chairman confessed to a lean- 
ing in favor of the substantial truth of Spiritualism. 
“The Preliminary Report of the Seybert Commission 
for Investigating Modern Spiritualism” has been 
submitted to the trustees of thé University of Penn- 
sylvania, and is just now published in a handsome 
volume. 

It is for the purpose of calling attention to this 
valuable book that I hav just perused that I lay 
aside other duties and pen this article. Let me 
entreat every one who has any doubts regarding 
modern Spiritualism, or who is ignorant of the man- 
ner in which the tricks are performed, herein so 
graphically described, to invest one dollar in the 
purchase of this book, and read it carefully. He 
will find it free from prejudice, cant, or hypocrisy, 
dealing only with facts—inexorable, stubborn facts. 

The first session of the commission recorded was 
held March 18, 1884, with a Mrs. S. E. Patterson, 
recommended by the late Thomas R. Hazard,* who 
professed to be a slate-writing medium. In the 
words of the report, ^ À small piece of slate-pencil 
was placed within a double slate, and the leaves 
fastened together with a screw, which passed 
through one wooden rim into the other. The 
spirit-writing upon the slate should be indicated by 
the pencil appearing upon the outside of the slate. 
The slate was laid upon the medium’s lap for one 
hour and a half without results.” Three subsequent 

trials previous to May 31st were made with this 
medium with no better success, and another in her 
own home alone with Mr. Furness. 

On January 16, 1885, the commission report, a 
slate that was left at the house of Mrs. Patterson 
just before Christmas was returned. A full descrip- 
tion of the manner in which the slate was sealed is 
here given, with diagram. “When the slate was 
shaken, no sound of the rattling of the pencil was 
heard,” which showed that it had been removed, but 
the seals were examined and declared intact. An 

_ account is here given how “ Dr. Leidy pushed a thin 
knife blade between the slate at the unprotected 


corner,” and. how “Mr. Sellers pushed in a thick. 


knife-blade a liftle to one side of Dr. Leidy’s, and 
separated the slates one-tenth of an inch (space 
enough to work out the pencil), and the seals were 
not broken.” The slate was then opened, no pencil 
and no pencil marks found therein. “The rims 
were worn smooth and biackened at the corner 
where the slates could be separated; this was very 
distinct. Some soapstone dust, which Dr. Koenig 
identified under a microscope as the same with a 
remaining fragment of the pencil inserted, was found 
rubbed into the same corner, showing that the slates 
had been separated and the piece of pencil worked 
out.” 

Mrs. Patterson is again introduced by Dr. Calvin 
B. Knerr, a member of the commission, who describes 
very minutely how “with a mirror in my pocket, 
which I could hold under the table at any angle that 
would reflect whatever occurred at the other side of 

` the table, in the medium’s lap, the accustomed posi- 
tion of the medium's slate, I beheld a hand, 
closely resembling that of the medium, stealthily 
insert its fingers between the leaves of the slate, take 
out the little slip [of paper, on which he had written 
his question], unfold and again fold it, grasp the 
little pencil . and with rapid but noiseless 
motion write across the slate, from left to 
. right, a few lines; then the leaves of the slate were 
elosed, the little pencil laid on the top, and, over all, 
two hands were folded as if in benediction.” Dr. 
Knerr repeated this trial the second and third time. 
He thus reports: “Again the slates went down; 


*This is the credulous, fanatical Spiritualist of whom the 
commission report this: ** Indeed, Mr. Hazard once told us 
that the true spirit in which to approach the study of Spirit- 
ualism is ‘an entire willingness to be deceived.” Almost 
equal to Seward Mitchell’s assertion on an open postal card 
to me: ‘Spiritualism false is far better for humanity than 
Materialism rue." Thus do the most radical on all subjects 
expose their own insanity. 


| again I saw the hand at work as before. . . I 


H 


requested a third trial After this last experiment, 
in which again, for the.third time, in my little mirror, 
I saw the stea'thy fingers write on the slate, I told 
the medium I was satisfied, smothered my indignant 
anger, and left the house as quickly as I.could. For 
the larger part of a year I had investigated in good 
faith this department of Spiritualism, which, in the 
medium’s case, had turned out a downright: fraud.” 
It is necessary to state that on this last trial the 
slates were not screwed together, which left the me- 
dium an opportunity to write the answers for the 
spirits. But on all former occasions when the slates 
were thus secured, or the madam knew she was 
watched, no resuits were obtained. Thus endeth the 
claim of spirit-writing between sealed slates and the 
pencil being brought out and laid on the top of the 
slates, as ended the wonderful phenomena of the 
eighty-pound stone coming through the ceiling at 
Dr. Chesebrough’s, at Syracuse, without so much as 
cracking the plastering. : 

Two sessions are reported with Mr. Fred Biggs, a 
professional slate writer; two with Mrs. Maud E. 


Lord ; two with Mrs. Margarretta Fox Kane, none of | 


which were satisfactory. 

Mrs. Thayer, the noted flower medium, now a slate- 
writer, at Col. S. P. Kase’s, in Philadelphia, also 
failed to giv satisfaction with the slates, but had 
quite a shower of flowers and a live terrapin fell on 
the table on two occasions, supplemented with: a 
pigeon hovering around. 

A report is made of a session with Mr. Pierre 
D. O. A. Keeler, a screen performer. 

The spiritual photography intention with his 
brother, W. M. Keeler, was abandoned, the commis- 
sion being unwilling to accept the medium’s con- 
ditions. 

Dr. Rothermal and Mr. Powell were unable to get 
any materializations; and a Mrs. Best is reported 
not very favorably. 

But the most interesting and amusing reports are 
of Dr. Slade and four “sealed letter" writers. It 
would be impossible to do justice to either; suffice 
to say of the former, there were six seances held be- 
tween Jan. 21 and Jan. 28,1885. The report of each 
session must be read to be appreciated.  Here.are a 
few lines from the summary: : 

‘In our investigations with this medium we early discovered 
the character of the writing to be twofold. In one 
case the communication ` was general in its tone, 
legible in its chirography, and usually covered much of the 
surface of the slate. . . In the second, when the com- 
munication was in answer to a question addressed to a spirit, 
the writing was clumsy, rude, scarcely legible. . In 
Short, one bore the marks of deliberation, the other of haste. 


. The long messages are prepared by the medium before 
the searice. The short ones, answers to questions asked dur- 


ing the seances, are written under the tuble with what skill. 


practice can confer. With this knowledge, it is clear that 
ihe investigator has to deal with & simple question of leger- 
demain. The slate, with its message already written, must 
in some way be substituted for one which the sitter knows to 
be clean. The short articles must be written under trying 
circumstances, out of sight, under the table, with all motions 
of the hand orarm concealed. It is useless to attempt to 
limit the methods whereby these two objects may be 
attained. All that we can do is to describe the processes 
which we distinctly saw this medium adopt. 

Now, it will plainly be seen that one must read the 
book in order to gain a knowledge of these processes 
—the substitution of slates, the writing upon others 
under the table, the scratching of the finger-nail on 
the rim of the slate to imitate the sound of the pencil, 
the prepared slates never used for lack of opportu- 
nity, the unslippered foot hastening to its slipper— 
all of which, and many other movements that the 
commissioners distinctly saw, pomt to a solution 
much more rational than the spiritual theory. 

Dr. J. V. Mansfield, Boston ; Mr. R. W. Flint, New 
York city; Mrs. Dr. Eleanor Martin, Columbus, O.; 
and Mrs. Eliza A. Martia, of Oxford, Mass., are the 
fonr sealed letter writers referred to above. The 
task of testing these mediums was assigned to Dr. 
Furness, and faithfully he performed his part. He 
first wrote in a gummed and sealed letter to Dr. 


Mansfield: 
Feb. 28, 1885. ~ 


What was the name, age, sex, color, or condition in life of | 


the owner, when alive, of the skull here in my library? 


The correspondence between Dr. Furness and Dr. 
Mansfield reached the fifth letter before Dr. Furness 
discovered that “the six eminent scientific ghosts, 
Hare, Combe, Fowler, Spurzheim, Gall, and Rush 
did not agree with each other on all points,” as the 
first two decided the skull to be that of a colored we- 
man, while the remaining four dissented, but a ne- 
gress, named Cornelia Winne, declared it was * Dinah 
Melish’s top-knot.” Dr. Furness also discovered and 
proved, by an ingenious method, that all these letters 
had been opened, read, and resealed. 

He now turned to Mr. Flint with his skull ques- 
tion, from whom he received answer that the spirits 
gave no response at three sittings; but Dr. Furness 
found that the seals had been tampered with, but for 
some reason abandoned. 

Dr. Furness then sent the same letter to Mrs. 
Eleanor Martin, Columbus, Ohio. She gave him an 
abundance of gushing doggerel from “ Sister Belle,” 
in which she affirmed: : 


| opened. 


My form was sold to doctors three, 
So you hav all that's left of me. 

I come to greet you in white mull, 
You that prizes my lonely skull. 

So Dr. Furness had at last discovered the owner 
of the skull, and also that this letter had been opened 
and resealed. : 

The last venture was with Mrs. Martin, of Oxford, 
Mass., from whom Dr. Furness received the astound- 
ing contradiction that the skull was claimed by a frail 
French girl by the name of Marie St. Clair; accom- 
panied by positiv proofs that ihe letters had been 
“In every instance," says the doctor, “the 
envelopes had been opened and reclosed; it is there- 
fore scarcely necessary to add that every instance 
has borne the stamp of fraud.” . 

Still unsatisfied, our persevering investigator visited 
Dr. Mansfield, in Boston, May 19, 1885, and there 
discovered that this medium answered sealed” (?) 
questions in the presence of the questioner by daub- 
ing fresh mucilage on the paper which contained the: 
questions, under the pretense of sealing it, then, 
retiring to his table piled with books that screened 
him from observation, opened the paper, read and 
&nswered the questions. ES 

The materialization scenes, the attempt to make of 
him a slate-writing medium by the noted Joe Caffray, 
so facetiously described by Dr. Furness, it is impos- 
sible to reproduce, as was the search for the owner- 
ship of the skull. 

But it would be unjust to close this meager notice 
and omit the Slade Zoellner investigation, the state- 
ment of which, in 1878, exercised such a strong 
influence in favor of Spiritualism in America. When 
Professor Fullerton was in Germany in 1886, he 


visited the four colleagues of Zoellner, including 


Wundt, Zoellner being dead, and an extract from the 
summary of these conferences is here subjoined: ' 


Thus it would appear that of the four eminent men whose 
names hav made famous the investigation, there js reason to 
believe one, Zoellner, was of ursound mind at the time, and 
anxious for experimental verification of an already accepted 
hypothesis; another, Feckner, was partly blind, and believed 
because of Zoellner's observations; a third, Scheibuer, was 
also afflicted with defectiv vision, and not entirely satisfied 
in his own mind as to the phenomena; and a fourth, Weber, 
was advanced in age, and did not even recognize the dis- 
abilities of his associates. No one of these men had ever had 
experiences of this sort before, nor was any one of them. 
acquainted with the ordinary possibilities of deception. The 
experience of our commission with Dr. Slade would suggest ' 
that the lack of such knowledge on their part was unfort- . 
unate. 

A consideration of all these circumstances places, it seems 
to me; this famous investigation in a somewhat new light, 
and any estimate of Z»ellner's testimony based merely on the 
eminence in science of his name and those of his collabor- 
ateurs, neglecting to giv attention to their disqualifications 
for this kind of work, cannot be a fair or a true estimate. 

Gzo. S. ForrLgRTON. 


Thus is exploded the Zoellner test, of which such 
immense capital has been made. Erra E. Gresow. 
Barre, Mass., July 21, 287. : 


THE DIAKKAS TO BLAME. 


The following letter from Silas J. Chesebrough, 
one of Spiritualism’s most valiant defenders, to the 
Syracuse Courier, shows why the report of the 
Seybert Commission is adverse to his faith. It is an 
open letter to the secretary of the commission, Mr. 
George S. Fullerton : i 


Sig: I hav read the report of the Seybert Commission with 
mingled feelings of pity and regret—pity for the countless 
horde of anxious, truth-loving, truth-seeking people, who 
are thus by you unwittingly disappointed; and regret that 
your report was so prematurely made. 

In common with ordinary investigators, your members 
naturally drifted toward Boston, the ** Hub” of spiritual in- 
tercourse, but the Seybert. Commission is not an ordinary or 
common association of men, and for this reason I &m simply 
amazed that. your report should be published to the world 
even before &ny of your members hav either privately or 
officially visited Svracuse. 

From the day of your first appointment to that important 
trust till the present time, nearly every member of the com- 
mission has been repeatedly notified that Syracuse, as a base 
of spiritual operations, now stands second to no place. on the 
continent, if in the world. 7 

Long before your report was given to the press, we had, 
right here in Syracuse, definit information that evil spirits 
were at work upon almost every member of the commission, 
and that the diakkas had registered an oath that each and 
every one of their band would try to ridicule truth and dis- 
tort genuin manifestations, to the end that the commission 
should report adversely to our sacred cause. In short, we 
were repeatedly informed by our spirit guides that the whole 
Seybert Commission would be diakkad, and your unfinished 
report justifies the conclusion. It is simply a supplement to 
** Bottom Facts,” and I understand the author of that book 
appeared before your commission as a professional juggler, 
and succeeded in palming off upon you some of his diabolical 
work. 

Understand, I hav not a word of fault to find with any 
member of the commission as individuals, for I believe you 
hav all acted up to the best light that was in you; but I do 
lament that none of you gave heed to our warning, that no 
one visited Syracuse, the very head-center of Spiritualism. 

Joe Caffray, whom you ridicule 'in your report, was 
formerly a member of my own family, and I know him to be 
a medium of great power, and fully capable of demonstrat- 
ing the truth of spirit communion to anyone not already en- 
tangled in the toils of diak kas. 

Before making your final report, let me urge every mem- 
ber of your commission to come to Syracuse and witness for 
yourselvs the most astounding and convincing spiritual 
demonstrations ever given to man. : 

- Yours in defense of truth, Siras J CrrzsgBRoUGR, M.D. 

14 Otisco st., Syracuse, N. Y., July 19, 1887. 
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Mrs. Colman's Reminiscences. 


My stay in Richmond for a week was full of inter- 
est. General Halleck was the military commander 
at the time, and every order he issued showed his 
hatred of the negro. I saw punishments inflicted 
upon the negroes for trivial offenses that ought to 
hav stung the commander's conscience to his dying 
day. I visited the celebrated slave pen where the 
slaves were kept in confinement until the “ gangs” 
were full that were seat to the more southern 
markets. I hav forgotten the name of the man who 
owned this pen for human. beings, and dealt in them 
for many years, and made himself rich in this infa- 
mous business. As I told him what I thought of 
slavery, he said, *I hain't no prejudice against nig- 
gers,” and, calling a boy perhaps ten years old to 
him, he said, * Lady, this is my son." This child 
was a bright octoroon, strongly marked with African 
features. I said,‘ Whereis his mother?” “In New 
York, lady. She's stopping at a hotel, and there 
ain't no lady thar’ that’s got dresses ns smart as 
her'n." I asked, ‘‘ Why is shein New York?” “ Well,” 
he said, “ I tuk her thar’ and married her a spell ago.” 
I said, * You had despaired of selling her since the 
Emancipation act, and so married her" “ Well, I 
wanted a wife, and I knowed she'd be a good one, 
and this is her son, too; but you don't seem to think 
I done suthing to be proud on. I thought you'd 
think ’twas pious.” Piety is a strange thing. Per- 
haps this act was a pious act. ‘Twas no doubt a 
good thing for both parties. 

I visited Castle Thunder and Libby prison; was 
in Libby when a soldier came in and offered the com- 
mandant a hundred-dollar bill to allow him to walk 
down one of the corridors. I asked the keeper why 
he refused. He said in answer that the keeper of 
Andersonville was in one of the cells, and he had no 
doubt the soldier would hav shot him if he had per- 
mitted him to get sight of him.  . 

Libby was a sorry place even then, after the North 
had had possession of it nearly two months. How 
many people, I wonder, know that a black woman 
was whipped to death for persisting in throwing 
loaves of bread into that prison-yard to the starving 
soldiers, and Jefferson Davis was living in the city at 
the time? Dr. Mary Walker was a prisoner in Castle 

Thunder some six weeks. These two prisons were 
very noted as places of cruelty and starvation, but 
. there were other prisons in Richmond equally bad— 
prisons for negroes which had been iu usp for many 
years—where women even were immured for the 
awful crime of trying to escape from slavery. I 
became acquainted with one woman in Richmond 
who took me into a prison where she was once held a 
prisoner six weeks, with a young babe, because her 
owner had died insolvent, and so she was put into 
that dreadful place to await a purchaser.  Fort- 
unately, this slave woman had made a friend of a 
Northern woman on whom she had waited, and this 
friend purchased her and her child, made them free, 
and afterward gave her a house and lot. This house 
was on the opposit corner from the one which the 
‘president of the Confederacy occupied during the 
war. General Halleck now made his headquarters in 
this Same house, and it was pitiful to see how this 
man cared for this place; he was so afraid that 
I would take something as a relic, even the bushes 
were protected by an announcement that they were 
mot to be broken. I hav never been a relic hunter, 
but some of my friends of the North had asked for a 
trifle from the “seat of war.” I gathered a few tufts 


of grass only from ihe home of Jeff Davis; I had | 


‘already a piece of the whipping-post ; a pair of hand- 
cuffs; a slave whip, which I put with a piece of the 
coffin, and some of the inside lining of the same, 
in which President Lincoln’s remains were buried, 
and many other things of like value; but I hav 
given them all away, keeping nothing but a night- 
shirt of-her husband’s which Mrs. Lincoln gave me— 
a rather strange article to giv one for a keepsake, but 
Mrs. Lincoln was à very strange woman. 

I visited the colored schools in and about Rich- 
mond; went some miles below the city to see a 
clergyman who, because of his office, had been kept 
án power over the contrabands at Alexandria until 
they, the freed people, had risen against him. One 
.of these women had become so enraged with him 
that she had knocked him down with an iron fry-pan, 
«and then gone to the military commandant and 
told him what she had done, and awaited her punish 
ment. The commandant said, “ Don’t do it again !” 
i1 opened the eyes of the persons to whom this man 
«had applied, and the school was refused him. 

I had a reason for wishing to visit Richmond 
‘which had nothing to do with schools or pupils. 
Many, many years before, when I was a young 
woman, I had been employed in a boarding-school in 
‘Philadelphia where Prof. Charles Minnegerode, a 
young refugee from Germany, was one of the 
teachers. He was full of enthusiasm at that time for 
liberty; had just barely escaped with his life because 
-of his father's official position in the government, but 
was exiled from his country, as he, with his class in 
-college, had been discovered in instigating treason. 
ide had renounced Roman Catholicism, and seemed 


‘life itself, and often of that. 


to be a Freethinker. He had afterward been ap- 
pointed to a professorship in William and Mary Col- 
lege, Virginia, and finally became rector of the Episco- 
pal church in Richmond. We were for some time on 
such intimate terms as to exchange letters quite 
frequently, and at one time the gentleman came to 
Massachusetts to visit me; but finally we both mar- 
ried and the correspondence ceased. 

I wished very much to see this old acquaintance, 
and had pictured to myself something of an exciting 
interview, as I knew how widely we had grown apart. 
I had seen a report of a sermon which this rector 
had preached some six weeks before the fall of Rich-- 
mond from the text, “ The Lord shall put far away 
from you the Northern army,” and he had said in 
that sermon that the people of that city were just as 
safe as though they were in Abraham’s bosom. I 
went to his house, saw his wife and childrén—an only 
daughter bearing my name, and three or four sons at 
home. The father was with his eldest son, who was 
wounded at Petersburg at- the taking of Richmond, 
and had never been able to reach home, and go, as 
has often been the case in my life, I was disappointed. 
I gavo Mrs. Minnegerode my present name, and did 
not tell her where I knew, or rather had known, her. 
husband. Such are some of the changes in life. I hav 
seen somewhere “that a man's good or ill fortune is 
his wife." I think this rector's position in life was 
made by his wife. Whether it was good or otherwise I, 
perhaps, am not an impartial judge. I am apt to 
make the niche very large in which I set my friends; 
if they are too small to fil! the niche, perhaps I should 
blame myself that I made the niche over-large for 
their dimensions. 

The free woman who had a home near Jefferson 
Davis had husband and children—three grown-up 
sons. She made a little party for me and the teach- 
ers with me, inviting the colored ministers and their 
wives. One of her daughters was about being mar- 
ried, and her lover was one of the guests. We had 
a very nice dinner, and all the et ceteras, but the 
timidity of these colored people was painful. They 
dared not speak above a whisper, as one of the rules 
of slavery was thab more than two persons congre- 
gated together in the evening constituted a disturb- 
ance, and the whipping-post was the cure. Freedom 
was so new a thing to these old time slaves that they 
knew not how to use it. This lady said to me, “J 
hav heard of you, Mrs. Colman, and I am so grateful 
to you that I would be willing to crawl on my knees 
from this city to Washington if only by so doing I 
could do you any good.” Iam glad to be appreci- 
ated; but who has ever thought of paying the slave 
for his sufferings? In this interminable talk of 
compensating the slave-owner for his losses, who ever 
thought of paying the slave for the loss of a lifetime? 
We are none of us very patient of wrongs done by 
those whom our race defrauded of everything but 
Richmond is beauti- 
fully situated, but when I was there it was desolation 
itself. The rebels set fire to the best part of it, and 
it was lying in ashes. We were invited to the 
governor’s house, a fine-looking place, but to the eyes 


‘of a Northerner the lack of cleanliness was a draw- 


back. .I think neither in Richmond nor any of the 
cities in the District of Columbia are they acquainted 
with house-cleaning, or were not at this time. Per- 
haps the Yankees hav introduced it. 


: Lucy N. Coruax. 
—— 9-4 ———————— 


San Luis Park. 


Judging from the large number of letters which I 
hav received since the publieation of my article in 
Tue Tnaurg Seexer, a fuller description of this 
favored region of our country will be of interest to 
many of your readers. 

Those who hav written to me personally hav asked 
some practical questions, which I will repeat for the 
benefit of others : 


1. Dr. O. T., Mankato, Minn.: ‘‘ Want to hav a nice place 
ina good settlement, or in a not too large city—five, ten, 
twenty acres. How is your country? Please let me know. 
Of course, you, personally, are a great attraction, for I want 
to be an activ Freethinker till I go to —well.” 

9. S. P. F., McLouth, Kan.: ** Having read one of your 
letters in Tue TRUTH SEEKER, hence I write you in reference 
to the country and climate in Colorado. I hav had a desire 
to correspond with some one in San Luis Park, but could 
not get the address of anyone before. Please tell me what 
chances there are for land, and how prices range; also what 
Chance for mercantil business. I expect to migrate West 
sonn.” : 

8 Dr. 8. T. D., Hill's Ferry, Stanislaus county, California : 
** You hav located in San Luis Park. Is there any place or 
location in the park where a truth-seeking doctor could 
make a living by the practice of medicin? How cold does 
the weather get there in the winter time? How can I get 
there? What point by railroad?” 

4. J. H. C., Columbus, Kan.: ‘‘I want to get out of these 
cold prairie winds. I only want a small patch for a garden 
and small fruits; small, cheap house in a quiet, healihful, 
and sightly spot. I want so much in my natural surround- 
ings, 1 am hard to suit. Pure air, water, and grand scenery 
are the three leading factors to invigorate and inspire me. 
Like Byron, * From my very boyhood hav I loved to look on 
Nature in her loftier moods.’ Now, will you please write me 
& brief sketch of your surroundings, and if you think there is 
à place for me?" 

5. E. M. P., Beebe, Gratiot county, Mich.: ''Saw your 
letter in Tux TRUTA SEEKER, giving a description of the San 


Luis Park. Now, I would like a full description of it and 
what can be raised there. What kind of stock country is it? 
Is there much government land for homestead? I hav some 
thoughts of going West this fall." 

6. R. P. L., East Saginaw; Mich.: “I think you hav done 
a sensible thing, since the mountain would not come to you, 
to go to it. I need some rest in a different and better 
climate. How shall I reach Monte Vista, if I decide to 
come? ` I hav an idea it is southwest of Denver. Presume it 
would be fully as good tévisit the Park on a two months’ 
vacation as a trip to Europe.” 

7. E. M. E., Central City, Neb.: “ Cattle is what I want: 
Could I get back near the foothills, on some clear spring 
brook close to timber, and find a place where by irrigation Í 
could make a hay meadow of three, four, or six hundred 
&cres, and find plenty of good range ?" 

8. G. G., West McHenry, Ill: “I was glad to learn 
through Tue Truta SEEKEK that you had secured so desira- 
ble a home in Colorado, and that you and your wife had con- 
cluded to occupy and enjoy it this season. I do think you 
are entitled to a pension from the government and exemption 
from dyity on the retired list of Liberal workers with full 
pay. Your life has been an eventful one, and when I reflect 
upon what we hav all passed through, the violent and malig- 
nant opposition we hav encountered, the intolerant spirit of 
pious fraud and persecution that has environed our pathway, 
the deadly nightshade of ignorance and priesteraft casting a | 
dark and disms} shadow in the distance behind us, grinniug 
like'à famished hyena grave-robber, I feel that we hav 
reason to congratulate ourselvs that we hav lived in an age 
when it is possible for a thinking man to giv expression to 
his honest thought and not forfeit his life." 


. These excerpts show the interest. which is felt in 
this portion of the globe by our Liberal friends. - As - 
I eit here in our little home, and look over this broad, 
prairie like valley, with its ten thousand square miles, 
my constant wonder is how so beautiful aud extensiv 
a region has remained unoccupied for so long a time. 
While it is true that there are now cities and boom- 
ing villages and thousands of enterprising inhabit- 
ants scattered over this vast valley, it is also a fact 
that thousands upon thousands of acres are still 
vacant, inviting the settler to homestead, preémption, 
free claim, or purchase. 

But more of this later on. 


No. 1. The Mankato physician. You can get a 
nice place here, five, ten, and three hundred acres, 
but it is poor soil for doctors. Nevertheless, there 
are many invalids who hav sought this clime for the 
great boon, after losing faith in Eastern Esculapiaus, 
Then it is undeniable that some people would infringe 
ihe laws of health if they lived in paradise. Edens 
first ease of colic proves it. 

MeLouth correspondent. At Alamosa, Monte 
Vista, Del Norte, and other rapidly growing towns, 
chances for mercantil business are good. Judging 
by the prices we hav to pay for everything needed 
by a family, they are too good. Land can be bought 
for $8, $4, $5, $6, $7, and $10 an acre. Uncle Sam 
has several fine farms ready for the nephews and 
nieces with grit and enterprise enough to come and 
liv on them, farms as rich as mortal eyes, I do believe, 
ever looked upon. 

The other inquiries will be answered later, for this 
article is long enough. But before closing, I want 
to say it would delight my heart to hav Liberals 
come by the ear-load and take what is left of this 
mountain park. Liberals are the people I hav 
worked with shoulder to shoulder for & generation, 
I would like to see thousands of them flocking in 
here to help make the land blossom—men and women 
of vigor, thrift, as I know them to be; a class who 
love mental and physieal liberty better than life; 
who hav faith in humanity; who can say to a 
brother, “You are a Liberal; your word is good 
enough for me; I want no other security." Among 
such people for more than thirty years I hav labored. 
Surrounded by them, when I obey nature's command 
to join the silent throng, I want my bones buried in 
sight of that grand mountain yonder, Sierra Blanca, 
with no Christian ceremony, nor a taint of orthodoxy 
in this pure air. W. F. Jameson. 

Monte Vista, Col. 


—e ——— —— 


Aru languages and literature are full of general 
observations on life, both as to what it is and how to 
conduct one's self in it; observations which, every- 
body knows, which everybody repeats, or hears with 
acquiescence, which are received as truisms, yet of 
which most people first truly learn the meaning, 
when experience, generally of a painful kind, has. 
made it a reality to them. How often, when smart- 
ing under some unforeseen misfortune or disappoint- 
ment, does a person call to mind some proverb or 
common saying familiar to him all his life, the mean- 
ing of which, if he had ever before felt it as he does 
now, would hav saved him from the calamity! There 
are indeed reasons for this other than the absence of 
discussion; there are many truths of which the full 
meaning cannot be realized until personal experience 
has brought it home. But much more of the mean- 
ing even of these would hav been understood, and 
what was understood would hav been far more 
deeply impressed on the mind, if the man had been 
accustomed to hear it argued pro and con by people 
who did understand it. The fatal tendency of man- 
kind to leave off thinking about a thing when it is no 
longer doubtful is the cause of half their errors. A 
contemporary author has well spoken of * the deep 
slumber of a decided opinion."—J. 8. Mill. 
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The officers of the American Secular Union thank 
E. B. Foote for his donation of nine volumes of the 
Murray Hill publication of “Plain Home Talk.” 

The American Secular Union has sent with “Plain 
Home Talk” two hundred different books, pamphlets, 
and tracts to the nine recently formed auxiliary 
Unions: Kent; Ohio; Columbus, Ohio; Farmdale, 
Ohio; Nashville, Tenn.; Marshfield, Or.; Silverton, 
Or.; Brandon, Or.; Molalla, Or.; Phoenix, Ariz., and 
the Chicago, Ill, Unions; distributing sixteen hun- 
dred copies of selected works of Freethought litera- 
ture, Cuas. Ecxuarp, Treas. 
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News and Notes. 


I had a pleasant experience at Forest Grove, 
although the sanctuary of the Lord broods over it 
with the shadow of its wings. This was, originally 
settled by the Congregationalists and was intended 
to be an orthodox community. But the march of 
progress prevented. Among the pioneers were 
Henry Buxton, T. G. Todd, F. N. Hines, Jonathan 
Wells, and the spirit of revolution has prevailed, for 
they hav been stanch advocates of Freedom. 

Michael Vert died a few years since and left a sum 
of money for a Freethought hall, and this has been 
used to good advantage, and the Liberals hav their 
fort, and occasionally a little heavy artillery awakes 
the pious slumbers of the saints, and they realize 
that the world is moving on. _ 

I had good audiences Sunday afternoon and even- 
ing, and I look forward with pleasant anticipation to 
a return to this “happy hunting-ground,” where 
field and grove mingle in such beautiful array. 

I was glad to meet with Mrs. T. G. Todd, who 
givs a lively column now and then to Tue Trurs 
SEEKER, and who is one of our brightest allies of the 
fair sex. She is sister of Mr. Trollinger, president 
of the Molalla Union, and so the. pioneer Campbellite 
preacher has given good blood to the Liberal cause. 
Mr. Todd is rejoicing in the possession of a magnifi- 
cent Holstein calf that weighed one hundred and 
thirty-five pounds at birth—the biggest on record. 
I begin to think that we Infidels are the "saints" 
and inherit the earth, for with this almost miraculous 
calf, and friend Saunders’s Hereford cow that givs six 
gallons of milk per day, which I believe also beats 
the record, and friend Wells's, of Molalla, splendid 
horses, with the blood and fleetness of Woodford, 

that glorious sire, it does seem as if we had the right 
` side of Mother Nature, and she keeps her noblest 
gifts for the advance guard of the world. The 
wilderness of reform is beginning to bloom and blos- 
som like the rose. The ministers must be on the 
lookout or the yellow-legged chickens will go troop- 
ing over to the opposit camp. : 

I met Hauston, of Hillsboro, at Forest Grove, and 
I was wanted for a lecture at his place, but I had not 
time. I hope to take this point on my next trip. 
They say there are good Liberals here, and chance 
for a flourishing organization. 

Thos. Billinger, George Finch, B. P. Cornelius, J. 
R. Griffin, M. Johnson, of Gaston ; M. E. Dilley, Dr. 
D. N. Ward, Alfred Lee, Wm. King, L. E. Smith, 
etc., are our friends at Forest Grove and vicinity. 

Early Monday morning I am again on board the 
rattling train. At Portland I meet friend McElsander, 
and we take a long, dusty ride to *Jackknife," or 
Eagle Creek, as it is called, for the eagles used to 


gather here to feed upon the thousands of salmon 
that, driven up the stream, perished along its banks. 
The “Jackknife” is a kind of “four corners,” with a 
grocery store post-office, where “Deacon Bascom” 
might find familiar quarters and talk politics the liv- 
long day. It isa lively spot, although off the rail- 
road and among the woods. McElsander, H. Wil- 
burn Guthrie, Albert Lacy, Rolla Herring, of Spring 
Water; John Revenue, of Sandy, and others, with 
their families, make a-noble advance guard here, and 
the promis is bright for future efforts. I was wanted 
for one night at Sandy, where Liberals do congregate 
at Revenue’s, but I could not go, as every night was 
occupied. I lectured Monday and Tuesday evenings 
at Eagle Creek to crowded houses. "They came from 
all parts, and filled the seating capacity of Wilburn 
Hall, which holds a coupleof hundred or more. Miss 
Classon sang the ‘‘Star Spangled Banner" with fine 
effect at my closing lecture, the audience joining 
in the chorus. Afterward there was music and danc- 
ing up to the midnight's merry stroke. I shan't for- 
get “Jackknife” very soon. Iam coming back, per- 
haps, the next Fourth of July, and then we will or- 
ganize our forces. Our veteran, McElsander, who 
for years has not allowed the orthodox a comfortable 
nap, is the main spoke in our wheel, and the car is 
bound to move on, and the “Jackknife” will be 
opened for effectual service. 

Wednesday morning McElsander takes me back to 
Portland. Such a road! such dust! Oregon can 
beat the world for that, and such stumps and 
broken-down bridges I hav seldom encountered. I 
arrived safe and sound, but I could scarcely see, I was 
so thick inlaid with dirt. I lectured at East Portland 
that evening to a fair audience, and on the following 
evening in Portland to & crowded house, where the 
council-fires of friend Beal do burn. I was delighted 
with my welcome. I shall be at Portland again 
August 11th. 

In connection with the lecture we had a festival 
occasion, and I didn’t get away until midnight. 
I slept on board the boat, and in the morning when 
I awoke I found myself on the broad bosom of the 
Columbia, with wooded shores on either side, I 
remember reading in my school days of the Columbia 
sweeping on its lovely and majestic course, and 
it seemed so far off that I never expected to look 
upon its mighty stream. Here I am, however, with 


signs of civilization on every hand. In the afternoon 


the bright, industrious city of Astoria comes to view. 
At the landing my friend Wm. Chance meets me. 
He knew me, he said, almost at sight. That is 
because he reads Taz Truru Sxrxxzm, I suppose. We 
were acquainted instantly. Chance is one of those 
who always keep things a-going. He was postmaster 
for twelve years, and has always occupied prominent 
positions, but he has never been afraid to speak his 
mind. He has sold hundreds of dollars’ worth of 
books, and these hav kept the fires alive. He has & 
little boy named after Ingersoll, and by his looks 
and talk I reckon he will make a first-class Infidel. 
His blood will answer to his name. Mrs. Chance is 
also a noble enthusiast. In this Freethought home 
I found the true philosophy of life, making the best 
of things as they come, and the flowers of the future 
out of the glowing joys of to-day. 

I also met H. Nelson and family; J. P. Foster, of 
Stark’s Point; Sheriff Albert, of Cathlamet, W. T. ; 
I. F. Halloran, editor of Astorian ; D. E. Ireland, 
Cleveland Utzinger, Col. Jas. Taylor, Jas. Williams, 
Chas. Wright, and others. I had a crowded house 
in the evening, and at the close of the meeting the 
Freethought books went off like wild-fire. I was 
sorry, indeed, that I had not a week to stay in this 
place, instead of only one night. But it was too late 
to change the plans of my campaign; but I shall 
oe back here next year, and we will hav a grand 
rally. 

I am floating back now on the broad Columbia. I 
left Astoria early this morning, and expect to arrive 
at Seattle to-night for lectures to-morrow. I shall be 
at Newcastle, ete, next week. Sunday, July 31st, 
I am at Snohomish; August.3d and 4th, at Port 
Angeles; August 7th, 8th, and 9th, at Port Towns- 
end ;. August 11th, at Portland; August 14th, at 
Colfax, W. T.; August 21st, I expect, at Pendleton; 
August 28th, at Baker City ; August 29th to Septem- 
ber 5th, at Prairie City, with a seventy-mile stage 
ride; September 6th to 20th, with James Wardwell, 
at Emmetts, Boise City, and vicinity ; September 
24th and 25th, at Salt Lake City, for a convention of 
the Liberals of Utah; and then eastward via Canon 
City, Denver, Nebraska (Osceola and other places 
along Union Pacific Railroad), to Chicago, for the 
National Congress in November. 

Samvet P. Pornam, 
Columbia River, Steamer R. R. Thompson, July 
23, 1887. 
to 

J. E. Remsgure is lecturing in Nebraska. His appoint- 
ments for the first two weeks in August are as follows: 
Salem, Monday, 1st; Louisville, Tuesday, 2d; Fontanelle, 
Wednesday, 8d; Norfolk, Thursday, 4th; York, Saturday, 
6th, Sunday, 7th; Wilber, Monday, 8th; Arapahoe, Tues- 
day, 9th, Wednesday, 10th, Thursday, 1ith; Indianola, 
Friday, 12th, Saturday, 18th, Sunday, 14th. 


A Priest Secularized, 


In the August number of the JVorth American 
Review, Edward McGlynn, the excommunicated 
priest, writes upon “The New Know-Nothingism 
and the Old.” Dr. McGlynn’s position, in this 
article, is this: That while the old Know-Nothing 
party was furiously opposed to Catholics and Ca- 
tholicism, there really was no need of such a party be- 
cause of the weakness of the church at that time; 
but that now, when there is much and good reason 
for a revival of true Americanism as opposed to 
priestcraft, the people are not at all awake to the 
fact, but nod sleepily on the edge of a religious pit 
dug deep and wide for their benefit by the Roman 
hierarchy. In support of this implied assertion, Dr. 
McGlynn instances many encroachments of the 
church, and discloses mure of her ambitions. One of 
these last is amazingly colossal, and new to us. Itis 
nothing less than the intention to perpetuate a for- 
eign tongue by means of parochial schools and. to 
make a large portion of the country German Catholic 
in language, sentiment, and religion. Dr. McGlynn 
Bays: . 

It has been avowed to me by a German clergyman of this 
city, who flattered himself that Great Britain and Ireland 
were almost exhausted as sources of immigration, while Ger- 
many, with her 45,000.000, would continue year after year 
to pour hundreds of thousands of her people on our shores. 
This insane hope is cherished chiefly in Wisconsin and in the 
valley of the northern Mississippi. The ears of American 
boys born.of German parents are boxed by the religious 
teacher in parochial schools in St. Louis for the heinous 
offense of speaking the common language of America—the 
English—and a clerical superintendent, to reproach an 
American boy of German parents for manliness and inde- 
pendence, can find no better words to do justice to his repro- 
bation than to say, ‘ Du bist ein Amerikaner " (You are an 
American!). There is a widespread and persistent effort, 
with scarcely any attempt to conceal it, to Germanize the 
Catholic church in the Northwest. The means toward the 
attainment of this is to multiply German church schools and 
German parishes, and to make the multiplication of the lat- 
ter an excuse and a justiGcation for the appointment, with 
the aid of German cardinals in Rome, of German-speaking 
bishops. In furtherance of this plan, Germans speaking but 
imperfectly the English language are appointed pastors over 
English-speaking congregations, and especially where there 
is the excuse of the existence in the congregation of a few 
German-speaking families. This plan has been so successful 
that the ecclesiastical archiepiscupal province of Milwaukee, 
with its German archbishop and its German theological sem-. 
inary, has beeu very largely Germanized, and similar designs 
for the immediate future are entertained for the great arch- 
bishoprics of Cincinnati and St. Louis. : 


Such a scheme as outlined in the foregoing seems 
practically hopeless, but we know there is no limit to 
the sudacity and ambition, as there is none to the 
tyranny and cruelty, of the Romish church, and with 
the vast and well disciplined army of mental serfs 
possessed by her, this plan may well giv the Ameri- 
can people painful thoughts, and imbue them with a 
little of the patriotic spirit—though it often degen- : 


erated into fanatical buncombe—of the Know-Noth- 


ings of a generation ago. 

But this is not all, by any means. ‘“ Things hav 
been happening,” says Dr. McGlynn, “ within the 
last few years all over the country, and especially in 
our state and city of New York, a mere tithe of 
which would, but a generation ago, hav stirred the 
country to a white heat of anger. But a few years 
ago, many bishops, assembled in the provincial coun- 
cil of Cincinnati, issued a pastoral letter, the product 
of the pen of the Scotch bishop Gilmour, of Cleve- 
land, which was largely a deliberate thesis against 
our Declaration of Independence, in the attempt to 
show that men are not born ‘free and equal,’ and 
when some remonstrance was called forth, in not a 
few instances from Catholics, the Franco-American 
bishop, Chatard, of Indianapolis, hastened to justify 
the manifesto, which he had. himself signed, in a let- 
ter to a New York paper, in which he corroborated 
the teaching of the pastoral letter by quotations from 
a letter of the pope, whom he slavishiy described as 
‘our present holy father, Pope Leo XIIL, now 
gloriously reigning. ” E 

. These anti-Ámerican sentiments are now followed 
by “an avowed determination, as shown in the last 
council of Baltimore, to establish all over the country 
a great system of parochial schools’ in opposition to 
the publie schools, and it is made the most urgent 
duty of priests everywhere, under threat of expulsion, 
to found such schools. The hope is not concealed 
that, when the so-called ‘Catholic vote’ shall become 
larger, the politicians may be induced to appropriate, 
through state legislation or local governments, all 
the funds necessary for the support of these schools. 
This has already been accomplished in Poughkeep- 
sie, New Haven, and elsewhere, and for a brief period 
during the offensiv and defensiv alliance between a 
certain set of priests and the Tammany ring of the 
days of Tweed, Connolly, and Sweeney, an appropri- 
ation procured by legislativ trick and fraud, under 
the management of Peter B. Sweeney, awarded sev 
eral hundred thousand doilars to the parochial schools . 
of New York city. What would the old-time Know- 
Nothings hav thought of this? It should be noted 
that these parochial schools, which it is the design to 
multiply, are exempt from taxation, and that thus 
the public in some sense puts a premium upon a sys- 
tem of schools hostil to its own, and so encourages 
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the laying of an enormous additional burden upon 
the poor Catholie people who hav already paid, 
directly or indirectly, their full share of the taxes for 
the support of the publie schools, which it is now the 
growing tendency to forbid them to use, under pen- 
alty of privation of the sacraments of the church. 
Another thing which was almost unheard of a gen- 
eration ago, and the suggestion of which, in any- 
thing like its present extent, would then hav caused 
the gravest civil disturbances, is the appropriation of 
valuable public lands and of millions of dollars of 
public money, to the support of all manner of secta- 
rian institutions under the control of churches, and 
especially of the Roman Catholic church. It may be 
sufficient, by way of illustration, to refer to the Cath- 
olie Protectory in Westchester, to the House of the 


Sisters of Mercy in 81st street, and to the Found- 


ling Asylum of the Sisters of Charity in 68th street, 
immense institutions supported by the city treasury 
of New York, at an expense of from half a million to 
a million of dollars a year, and the two latter built 
upon blocks of ground given by the city through the 
favor of the Tammany ring, and worth hundreds of 
thousands each. There is a host of smaller institu- 
tions of the same character, and supported chiefly by 
the public treasury, to nearly all of which children 
are committed as to public institutions by the civil 
magistrates. Would it not be enough to make the 
elder Know-Nothing bigots turn in their graves could 
they hear that vast sums and great public properties 
are thus turned over to irresponsible private and 
sectarian institutions, especially if they could learn 
that the priests, and monks, and nuns, whose institu- 
tions are thus benefited by the public, are but the 
more emboldened to denounce our schools and other 
' publie institutions, in language at times brutal if 
not obscene, while indulging in unwarranted phari- 
saic glorification of their own institutions and of 
themselvs? The extraordinary zeal manifested for 
the getting up of these sectarian schools and institu- 
tions is, first of all, prompted by jealousy and rivalry 
of our public schools and institutions, and by the de- 
sire to keep children and other beneficiaries from the 
latter, and, secondly, by the desire to make employ- 
ment for and giv comfortable homes to the rapidly 
increasing hosts of monks and nuns, who make so- 
called education and so-called, charity their regular 
business, for which a very common experience shows 
that they hav but little qualification beyond their 
professional stamp and garb.” 

Of the value placed by the church upon these 
parochial schools, Dr. McGlynn says: 


It is not risking much to say that if there were no public 
schools there would be very few parochial schools, and the 
Catholic children, for all the churchmen would do for them, 
would grow up in brutish ignorance of letters; and a com- 
monplace of churchmen here would be the doctrin taught by 
the Jeauits in Italy, in their periodical magazine, the Civiltà 
Cattolica, that the people do not need to learn to read, that 
'.8ll they do need is bread and the catechism, the latter of 
which they could manage to know something of, even with- 
out knowing how to read. A confirmation of this is to be 
found in the very general illiteracy in countries where 
churches and churchmen hav been exceedingly abundant 
and hav exercised temporal control. It is a remarkable fact 
that in Italy, France, and other so-called Catholic countries, 
in spite of the hostility to the government schools, the clergy 
do not establish parochial schools. The ecclesiastical au- 
thorities of Italy, while willing enough to impose on our 
Catholic people of America so heavy a burden, do not dare 
to try to impose a similar burden upon their people nearer 
home. 


But Dr. MeGlynn is not through with his indict- 
ment. Smarting under the chastisment of the 
church because of his own entrance into politics, “as 
a citizen, not as a priest," he goes on: 


But what, most of all, might seem well adapted to revive 
and intensify the old hateful and bigoted spirit of Know- 
Nothingism, and justify its fears and predictions, is the actual 
and direct interference in politics of bishops, vicars-general, 
and priests in their ecclesiastical capacity and because of their 
ecclesiastical influence, to promote the pecuniary and other 
temporary objects of the ecclesiastical machine. Recent in- 
stances of this, not a few, could be mentioned. It must suffice 
here merely to refer to the letters and messages of the late 
Vicar-general Quinn, of New York, sent to clergymen to se- 
cure their influence as churchmen to defeat constitutional 
amendments which, even after their adoption, must hav been 
practically over-ridden and over-ruled in the interest of Catho- 
lic institutions, and to secure the election to the legislature of 
such menas Mr. J. W. Husted, because he was willing to favor 
“ generous appropriations ;” the instance referred to in this 
article of the clerical alliance with the Tweed ring ; the letter 
of Monsignor Preston to Joseph O’Donoghue in the late may- 
oralty canvass; the denunciation of one of the candidates 
and his party from Catholic altars; the secret prohibition to 
a priest who went, not asa priest, but as a citizen, to keep 
his engagement to speak at a political meeting, the chief de- 
merit of which speech was clearly in the fact that the move- 
ment it was intended to help was likely to bring disaster 
upon the Tammany ally of the ecclesiastical machine; the 
abuse of the confessional in forbidding men under penalty of 
refusal of absolution to attend the meetings of one political 
party; and, last and worst of all, the effort of an archbishop 
in the late election to defeat at the polls by the abuse of his 
ecclesiastical position the call for a constitutional convention, 
which, as the result proved, was demanded by an over- 
whelming majority of all those who voted on the question— 
an effort in full keeping with the action of the same arch- 
bishop, when bishop of Newark, in sending to the Catholic 
pastors of New Jersey a secret confidential letter, telling 
them to ‘‘instruct” their people how they ‘‘must” vote 
upon certain proposed constitutional amendments, giving 
minute details as to the striking out of certain clauses, and 
suggesting that for greater surety it might be better that the 
Catholic voters should strike out all the clauses. The hei- 


nousness of this action will be better understood when it is | 


mentioned that the object of the proposed amendments was 
to protect the public treasury, and to prevent the people of 
counties and towns from being oppressed and robbed by 
railroad and other corporations. 

From this cursory review of the situation Dr. Mc- 
Glynn concludes that the evils and dangers dreaded 
by the Know-Nothing party are now veritably upon 
us, growing and multiplying unless checked by 
public sentiment and our law-makers. It astonishes 
him, therefore, to witness the indifference with which 
these dangers are viewed by the people, and espe- 
cially by the two old politieal parties, who do noth- 
ing to remedy it, but, on the contrary, coóperate 
with the Roman church in making it worse. A sim- 
ilar indifference he also.finds in the great majority of 
the journals of the country. 

Dr. McGlynn is new in this business of religious 
reform, and we are not at al surprised at his deep 
astonishment. It is but a little while since he was 
himself a cog wheel in the machinery he is now so 
vigorously smashing, and & very important wheel he 
was, forming a close connection between the political 
wishes of the archbishop and the votes of St. 
Stephen’s parish. The facts Dr. McGlynn now sees 
with his newly-opened eyes hav been patent enough 
to the Freethinkers for years, and he is following 
after Tos TRUTH SEEKER and other Freethought jour- 
nals in bringing them to light. And curiously 
enough, Dr. McGlynn’s remedy is our remedy, and 
has been advocated by the Freethinkers for years, 
even before Dr. McGlynn had taken “holy orders.” 
The Nine Demands of Liberalism contain all that 
Dr. McGlynn advocates. To Freethinkers there is 
nothing new in his platform demanding the abolition 
of “all privileges granted by public authority to 
individuals or corporations, whether civil or religious, 
and the equal taxation of the property of all such 
corporations, without exemption or exception in favor 
of any church, charity, or school, or, in a word, of any 
institution that is not the property of the people and 
controled for some public and common use by public 
officials; and the conduct of government, in all things, 
absolutely for the public, that is the common, good— 
or, in other words, for the masses, and never for an 
individual or a class; forbidding appropriations of 
school funds to any but common schools ; forbidding 
the reading of the Bible or any other distinctivly 


-religious book; all praying, worship, and singing of 


religious hymns in common schools; forbidding 
magistrates to commit to any but public prisons, 
asylums, etc; repealing all existing laws by which 
appropriations are made to any but public institu- 
tions, and forbidding (legislature) counties, cities, 
towns, and villages to donate any property, or to sell 
or lease it at lower than market values, or to donate 
money for the payment of assessments, or for any 
other purpose, to any church, or to any school, col- 
lege, asylum, hospital, etc., or to any institution of 
charity, correction, or learning, which is not the prop- 
erty of the people, and under the exclusiv control of 
officers of the people; revoking existing appoint- 
ments, and forbidding future appointments of cbap- 
lains, whether salaried or not, in any public institu- 
tion, and forbidding compulsory attendance at, or 
joining in, any prayer, worship, or religious service 
or instruction in any public institution, and forbid- 
ding any insult to the faith or religious convictions 
of any inmates of public institutions, or pupils in 
public schools.” : 

This is the platform of the Infidels, but upon it 
Dr. McGlynn is heartily welcome. 

i-i ed 


Spelling Reform. 


Tue TRUTH SEEKER should stand high in the estima. 
tion of spelling reformers for the firm and consistent 
stand it has taken in favor of a simplification of 
English orthography for the past seven years. 
Among the many periodicals which gave encourage- 
ment to the movement soon after the formation of 
the Spelling Reform Association, in 1876. as, for 
instance, the Home Journal, Utica JTerald, Philadel- 
phia Baptist Weekly, and others, THE TRUTH SEEKER 
is the only one, so far as I know, that has persis- 
tently stuck to its colors, and had the courage of its 
convictions. From the abandonment of- the cause, 
apparently at least, by other papers, some persons 
may think that the spelling reform has lost ground ; 
but I do not think such is the case. The claims of 
the reform are on too solid a foundation to be aban- 
doned, and none of the great philologists and educa- 
tors who hav spoken so decidedly of the necessity for 
the simplifieation of spelling, in order that universal 
education may become a fact both North and South, 
will take one backward step. The reform must come, 
but it may take some time to prepare the mind of the 
public for it. To assist. in this preparation, the 
officers of the Spelling Reform Association hav 
begun the publication of a handsome quarterly en- 
titled, “Spelling,” which will duly set forth the 
claims of the reform, and show what is proposed to 
be done at the present time to carry on the work 
more effectually. The first number contains a val- 
uable article from the pen of J. H. Gladstone, a mem- 
ber of the London school board, and brother of Wm. 
E. Gladstone. 


-All persons who are in any way interested in the 
amendment of our absurd orthography should at 
once subscribe for this journal. It has the best edu- 
cational talent to conduct it and to contribute to 
its columns. The publication of it is committed to 
the Library Bureau, 32 Hawley street, Boston, to 
which address communications and subscriptions 
should be sent. The price is $1 a year. 

| Eua B. BusNz. 
———— — -4-499————— — — 
Presbyterianism and Episcopacy. 


` Presbuteros, “ elder,” and episkopos, ‘ overseer,” 
are both pure Greek words. It is certain that the 
vernacular of Palestine in the first century was 
Aramaic, and there is no evidénce that Jesus or his 
apostles or immediate disciples could speak Greek, 
much less write it. Josephus confesses that the 
Greek was to him an unfamiliar language; he 
wrote it with difficulty. Dr. Murdock, who trans- 
lated the Peshito, or Syriac version of the New Tes- 
tament, maintains that it is written in substantially 
the language spoken by Jesus and his immediate dis- 
ciples, and it is undoubtedly as old a version as the 
Greek. 

The word presbuteros occurs far more frequently 
than episkopos in the Greek version of the New Tes- 
tament. In the Peshito or Syriac version the word 
episkupah, translated ** bishops,” occurs in Acts xx, 
28, and Dr. Murdock makes this note: 

This is the only place in this version of the New Testament 
in which the word bishop occurs. 

And Dr. Murdock could hardly hav failed to notice 
that the Syriae version makes no distinction any- 
where between an elder (presbuteros) and a bishop 
(episkopos), and seems to place a female elder 
(presbutis, plural, presbutera) almost on a level with 
the male elder or bishop. The same word in Syriac 
(Kishisha) answers for elder or bishop in the Greek 
(Phil. i, 1; 1 Tim. iii, 1, 2; iv, 14; v, 1, 2,17, 18, 19 ; 
Tit. i, 6, 7; ii, 2, 3). 

In Aets i, 20, the Syriac word which Dr. Murdock 
translates “ service” is “ bishopric” (episkope) in the 
Greek. = i 

Episcopacy finds an unstable foundation in the 
Syriae codex. Not until the close of the second 
century did bishops begin to loom up above elders. 

. ANTICHRIST. 
eoe 
Let America Be Represented. 

There can be no question as to the duty and ad- 
visability of the Freethinkers of the United States 
being represented at the International Freethought 
Congress to be held in London, England, Sept. 10th 
to 12th. 

It is not practical nor necessary to call a mass 
meeting, inasmuch as there is the most perfect unity 
among ail true Liberals in their desire to be repre- 
sented by America’s most able exponent of Free- 
thought. I would therefore suggest that the Ex- 
ecutiv Board of the American Secular Union solicit 
Col. R. G. Ingersoll to attend the International 
Congress as the delegate of the American Secular 
Union and the representativ of the Freethinkers of 
the United States. C. B. RrevNorps. 

- ———— — —9—— — ———— 

Henry GEomaE's positions on the various social theories : 
are of interest principally because he and Dr. McGlynn are 
the head and front of a considerable party in this state, and 
Dr. McGlynn and the party usually agree with Mr. George. 
In the last Standard Mr. George says: ‘‘ There is this truth 
—and it is a very important one—in Socialism, that as civili- 
zation advances the functions which pass into the proper 
sphere of governmental contro] becomes more and more 
numerous, as we see inthe case of the railroad, the telegraph, 
the supplying of gas, water, etc., but this is all the more 
reason why we should be careful to guard against govern- 
mental interference with what can safely be left to individual 
action. In some things our existing system is too Socialistic 
and in others too Anarchistic. The proper line between gov- 
ernmental control and individualism is that where free com- 
petition fails to secure liberty of action and freedom of de- 
vclopment. The great thing which we should aim to secure 
is freedom—that full freedom of each which is bounded by 
the equal freedom of others. If it were absolutely necessary 
to make & choice between full state Socialism and Anarch- 
ism, I for one would be inclined to chose Anarchism, prefer- 
ring no government at all bad and inconvenient as that 
might be, to a government which should essay to control 
and direct everything. And I imagin that this would be the 
choice of the great majority of the American people, for in- 
dividualism is strongly rooted in all the habits of thought of 
the peoples of English speech, and we seem to lack the 
capacity for governmental direction and administration that 
has been developed on the continent. This is the reason 
why Socialism of the German school can never make the 
headway here that it has on the continent of Europe: It is, 
in fact, the product of a state of society in which people hav 
becoine largely used to governmental supervision and direc- 
tion, and are accustomed to look to government as a sort of 
special providence. But, in the mean time, there is no 
reason why those who entertain such views as I do should 
not work harmoniously with Socialists of the German school 
as long as we go together, or why we should be perpetually 
accentuating our differences. The ultimate aims of Sociul- 
ism are high and noble. They seek to obtain for society that 
abolition of poverty for which we would strive. Any dis- 
pute as to means may well be postponed until it is necessary 
to raise it. Iand my friend both wish to reach the Pacific 
ocean. I think we shall reach it at San Francisco; he is 
firmly of the opinion that it will be necessary to keep on 
until we get to China. Solong as we are willing to travel 
westward in the same car, we can well postpone disputes.” 
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Chicago Letter. 


On the Fourth of July an eminent divine preached 
a sermon in this city on * Faith and Fire” works, in 
which he assured his hearers—the small boy in- 
cluded—that, however brilliant might be the corusca- 
tion of fire-cracker, Roman-candle, or rocket, it 
couldn’t possibly equal the pyrotechnic display 
awaiting them in the brimstonian realms of Pluto be- 
low. With this assurance, the gentle Christian hurl- 
ing a burning lamp at Mr. Putnam seems a little too 
previous. But it is by these methods that the church 
has “ spread its light” among the nations. Were it 
supreme to-day, kerosene lamps would not alone be 
utilized of modern inventions in the dissemination of 
its propaganda. What weird devices, what terrible 

` tortures, might it not apply as eonduciv argument to 
opponents had it the power to invoke to its aid the 
marvels of modern inventions! What could it not 
do in the way of making converts with electricity and 
dynamite ! 

Last spring I lectured in several towns in Michi- 
gan, and. had the distinguished honor of giving the 
first Freethought lecture in the little city of Luding- 
ton. I spoke before the Knights of Labor on 
* Progress and Poverty." The hall was full, and my 
lecture was enthusiastically received. Half of the 
audience were ladies. A lively discussion followed, 
and we had a good time. An announcement was 
made tbat on the following Saturday night I would 
giv a Freethought lecture. The Knights offered me 
their hall, but knowing that among them were several 
Catholics, I would not accept it,as I felt that they 
did not understand what a Freethought lecture was, 
and I would not take advantage of their ignorance. 
The Democrat, a city paper, contained the following 
notice of my labor lecture: 


The lecture given by Mrs. A. M. Freeman, of Chicago, on 
** Progress and Poverty” at the K. of L. Hall last night was 
a taking card. The hall was full of enthusiastic listeners 
who were highly pleased with the lecture. Mrs. Freeman is 
a fluent speaker, and is a woman of rare ability. Shespeaks 
again at Tripp’s Hall on Saturday evening. 


Indorsed by the papers, J had a good audience at 
the Freethought lecture—many ladies, members of the 
* Woman's Temperance Society ”—Free Methodists, 
and Catholics. I began very gently with them. I 
appealed to their common sense, to their reason; I 
requested them to remain until the conclusion of my 
lecture, assuring them that the freest opportunity 
would be given for criticism, I wanted criticism. I 
begged them in the most persuasiv words I could 
command for “more light." There were no kerosene 
lamps. The hall was lit with gas. I told them that 
there were three sources of evidence— nature, which 
furnishes us with natural phenomena; written or 
verbal history ; and our own reason, which stands pre- 
eminent. That matbematies rests upon self-evident 
truths, a straight line being the nearest distance be- 
tween two given points. That the Bibles claim to 
infallibility is not self-evident, makes no appeal to 
our reason, and receives no support from nature or 
natural law, dealing largely in supernatural asser- 
tions. I refer to what I said for the reason that 
several ladies at this juncture, with a withering look 
of scorn, drew their drapery about them and 
marched out, a liege lord or two trotting along 
shamefaced in the rear. I went on, speaking rapidly, 
so tbat they should hear as much as possible before 
making their escape. Another lot arose and hurried 
out. I drew it mild, for I knew I hadn't a Chicago 
audience. It was a little thing they got mad at. In 


referring to the nine plagues, I said that the ma-| 


gicians made frogs, but that they couldn’t make lice. 
That it took a mightier God to make a louse than a 
frog. You see this was all in favor of their God, and 
one wouldn't think they would mind a small thing 
like that, but they did, and out they went. 

Then I questioned them in regard to the flood — 
how an old scow like that described, with only one 
door, and that pitched tight, and one little window, 
twenty-two inches square, in the roof, could hold half 
a million species of animals, and oxen, and sheep, and 
hay, and so on, to feed them for a year. And I told 
them how they went marching in, two by two, two 
elephants and two musketoes, two poodles and two 
fleas to bite 'em, and go on, ad infinitum, with Noah 
and his wife, and his three sons and their wives, to 
manage the whole menagerie. About a dozen at this 
point made their escape, and somehow I was so 
forcibly reminded of the old story of the march into 
` the ark that it struck me as an animated picturesome 
illustration à la Watson Heston in Tue TRUTH SEEKER, 
and I imagined I saw the long ears identifying the 
stupid, evoluted, human donkeys. In the ante-room, 
on the stairs, in the street, were heard words like 
these: “Isn’t it dreadful?” “She ought to be 
hung." “ We ought to go and get a policeman and 
put her in jail.” “She should be driven from town,” 
and so on. Allof the old gentle methods that Chris- 
tians hav resorted to were proposed, but, thanks to a 
few brave Freethinkers, were not executed. Had 
these Christian ladies had their way, the lecturer of 
the evening would hav been grilled, broiled, fried, 
roasted—in fact, served up in every conceivable style 
known to the gastronomic art. And this was not in 
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the Feejee islands, where they make a business of 
eating missionaries, and where the missionaries 
expect to -be eaten, but in the city of Ludington, in 
the great state of Michigan, owning allegiance to that 
Constitution which guarantees free speech to all. 

The result of my lecture was that the Freethink- 
ers of the town declared that I should speak in Lud- 
ington again, and that the Opera House should be 
filled. The Catholics behaved better under fire than 
the Protestants, several remaining until the conclu- 
sion of the lecture. I aecounted for it in this way: 
The Protestant is thrown upon his own reason. He 
dislikes it. He has his creed, and he doesn’t want to 
be disturbed. The Catholic turns to his priest, and 
if his book is proved fallible, his priest and pope are 
still infallible. However, I made many friends, even 
among the conservativs, the Knights of Labor invit- 
ing me to come to Ludington this fall and speak at 
the dedication of their new hall. 

A short time ago a Mr. Sheridan gave a lecture in 
this city against Robert Ingersoll, in which he said 
that Ingersoll is an intellectual and moral Anarchist. 
To call Freethinkers Anarchists seems to be quite 
the fashion, as I see that Mr. Monroe, as copied in 
last week's Trura SEEKER, refers to the managers 
of the Secular Union as Anarchists. Mr. Ingersoll 
has already spoken for himself. Mr. Stevens, pres- 
ident of the Chicago Secular Union and chairman of 
finance committee of the American Secular Union, 
has been referred to several times by correspondents 
of Tue Trura Srexer as an Anarchist. Mr. Stevens 
is a Socialist, and if there is one thing better known 
than another by the Chicago Anarchists, it is that 
Mr. Stevens and themselvs do not agree at all. Ina 
recent lecture before the Union by Mr. Simpson, one 
of the critics, Mr. Collins, said, “I think that anyone 
here who may hav confounded Socialism with An- 
archy will be convinced that they are as far apart as 
the poles.” 

Because one demands justice for individuals, must 
he accept their ideas? It is to Mr. Stevens’s credit, 
and to the credit of the Socialists of Chicago, that 
they hav been brave enough, self-sacrificing enough, 
loyal enough to the best part of their nature, to 
ignore the disagreements of the past, and demand a 
fair trial for their imprisoned fellows. Let the Free- 
thinkers who are criticising this action observe how 
unanimous the church and its ministers are for the 
speedy execution of these men. Recently, in Chi- 
cago, in Faneuil Hall, Mr. Joseph Cook, of Boston, 
said, *I hav here a pen made out of wood from the 
sidewalk where the Haymarket bomb was thrown; 
and whenever I go to write with it, the sentence ‘it 
makes is, ‘May God hav mercy on the souls of the 
Anarchists, but may the courts not hav mercy on 
their bodies ? ” 


Poor old Joseph! what relic-hunters his kind hav 


been! How many cords of cross, and crown, and 
saintly bones are stowed away in holy places! That 
dilapidated old sidewalk around the Haymarket was 
too far gone into dust for relics. On the spot where 
the bomb fell the walk was heavy stone. The ver- 
dant, gullible Bostonian has been imposed upon. It 
is an old chestnut, but swallowed by the clergy readily. 
After the great Chicago fire, its court-house bell was 
made into I don’t know how many car-loads of little 
charm bells. If he had said that the penholder was 
made from the telegraph pole spirited away by the 
police, filled with bullets shot at the people holding 
a peaceable meeting, it would hav been more credi- 
ble. 

Among the news in that very ably conducted 
paper, the Zronclad Age, is the following: 

A BOMB SOARE. 

Cn19460, July 2.—Judge Baker, of the Criminal Court, 
discovered & dynamite bomb under his desk several days 
2g0, and for & while consternation existed in the building, 
until it was found to hav been rendered harmless by having 
its contents cleaned out. It is thought to be one of the relics 
of the Anarchist trial, as the room is the same in which that 
celebraied case was heard, and many specimens of bombs 
were used in the evidence. 


Now, the fact is that its contents were never 
cleaned out; that it hadn’t the remotest idea of 
being anything else than harmless, as it was merely a 
painted ball, whose offense lay in the fact that it had 
dropped from its flagstaff and rolled on the floor. 
All of which was duly chronicled by the Chicago 
Herald a day or two later. 

The church is making a supreme effort to suppress 
free speech—to rob the people of their liberties. A 
clergyman in Chicago the other day said to a re- 
porter: “ We are only going to close the saloons 
now. It is not a Christian move as yet, but as soon 
as we can we will make it one. We will close every- 
thing. Stop, also, the Sunday papers.” Instead of 
censuring Taz Trora Srexer for the noble course it 
has taken, there should be Jaudation that one paper 
is brave enough to stand up for the right. Mr. 
Putnam’s words and my own were just as Obnoxious 
to Christians as were the words of the Anarchists to 
capitalists. Tried in a Christian community, by a 
Christian jury, before a Christian judge, and we 
would hav been condemned. Mr. Reynolds’s fate 
demonstrates it. The punishment would hay been 
according to their power to inflict it, 


Dr. Juliet H. Severance paid a visit to our city 
a short time ago on her return from a lecturing tour 
through Nebraska, and she said the word Anarchist 
is flang at people as the mob used to fling bricks and 
rotten eggs at the Abolitionists. The word doesn’t 
hurt; the eggs did, and, besides, they were not nice. 
The doctor emphasized her words as though she 
spoke from experience. One word as to Elmina 
D. Slenker. I do hope the Freethinkers will stand 
by her. She has a good, sympathetic heart. How 
easy for a wretch like Comstock to impose upon her! 
How little can be known of what is true or false!. 
Remember this man’s career. "Think of the low, 
Jesuitical cunning he has employed in his methods. 

One doesn’t hav to teach immorality to become 
obnoxious to the church and its tools. He has but 
to doubt. By lack of “faith” he is not only promised 
a liberai display of “fireworks” in the next world, 
but receives what amount of persecution Christian 
bigotry can inflict upon him in this. 

Mrs. M. A. FREEMAN, 
: Sec. Chicago See. Union. 

293 Washington Boulevard, July 24, 1887. 
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Morals Plus What? 


The one glaring defect in the popular basis of moral 
right and wrong consists in this prohibition: ‘ You 
shall not dare liv after the infinit law that is in you.” 
Such is the inimitable wording of it by the heroic, 
pure-souled Emerson. This is natures law when , 
stripped of all conventional trappings and society 
livery. Hence this rare, royal sympathy with nature 


-as the basis of morals irradiates almost every page of ` - 


the Concord sage. He would "rather be a pagan 
suckled in a creed outworn than be defrauded of his 
manly right of coming into nature.” 

Likewise, what Carlyle said fifty-four years since 
respecting the basis of right and wrong remains in 
greater force even to-day—“I cannot understand 
morals. Our current moral law (even that of philos- 
ophers) affronts me with all manner of perplexities. 
Punishment neither is, nor can be, in proportion to 
fault; for the commonest of all examples take the 
case of an erring woman.” ' This language, in view of 
two trials for “obscenity,” so called, pending, one in 
Virginia, the other in Kansas, is rendered remarkably 
pertinent; especially sfnce, in-neither instance, is it 
definitly known for what the destined punishment is 
inflicted. 

Again, says the Chelsea sage, “ Moral force and 
moral correctness—how shall the litigation be set- 
tled between these?” Be this our present endeavor. 
What are the qualities inhering in an absolute and 
unchangeable basis for right action? Webster de- 
fines the term “moral” as synonymous with “ manner, 
custom, habit, way of life" According to this 
standard, it is quite evident that mankind may, as 
Dryden says, "break loose from moral bonds," and 
yet be very far from immoral, in the better sense of 
this much mooted term. According to the present 
imperfect standard, morality or immorality consists 
in simply conforming to established custom. Hence, 
if one does not eat, drink, sleep according to custom, 
he is an immoral man. If, however, he externally 
conform in these and like minor particulars, giving 
tithes of social “ mint, anis, and cumin,” yet defraud 
custom on the sly, he remains a thoroughly moral 
man. Such is orthodox church morality. It will 
pass muster by that standard. Its fundamental de- 
fect is that it compels and fosters the living of a 
double life. And its conscience, if it hav any, “makes 
cowards of us all" Itis re-creating and perpetuating 
the myth—now made_a most palpable fact—of the 
ancient Roman Janus. It may do—but poorly—for 
the childhood age of the world, when men, like 
children, prefer to be deceived and deceive themselvs. 

The temple of this two-faced deity, now as of old, 
will not be closed till the incoming of that universal 
harmony which nature prophesies concerning man’s 
interior state. She must be courted and won as the 
bride and basis of right. Then, and. then only, will 
there be a marriage between the internal state and. 
the external action. 

In the observance of nature’s law is found the only 
rational mode of growing better and happier. It is, 
therefore, the most beneficent. It never demands 
obedience without first showing that the course 
counciled is the most beneficial. It is, hence, based 
on the highest reason. Its laconic vocabulary is, 
* Yes,” to the right ; “ No,” to the wrong ; pleasure 
for the former, pain for the latter. Itis thus self- 
evident and omnipresent to man’s five senses. It 
becomes to him an abiding demonstration, exacting 
faith only upon positiv knowledge. 

It is unalterable, consequently absolute. It appeals 
equally to all pertons, in all ages. It is that alone 
which possesses the attribute of the. divine— the 
same yesterday, to-day, and forever.” Therefore it 
is universal, unlike man-made institutions, which 
fluctuate with successiv eras and influences. It con- 
stitutes the fundamental principle in all things. It 
hence antedates all other codes, which, at best, are 
pale and sickly photographs of this original eternal 
law. - This fact stamps it God- originated, or natural. 
It is that one God, one law, one element, and. the 
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. one far-off divine event to whieh the whole creation 


moves." : 


These positiv qualities demonstrate its adequacy 
to produce a better moral condition for the race and 


a large proportion of happiness. It embodies the 
virtues of all artificial laws without incorporating 
their vagaries and vices. All civil codes and religious 
institutes are meritorious only in the proportion 
that they are based upon natural law, and not upon a 
fanciful revelation superstitiously received. 

Such is this unvarying order or law governing the 
movement of the universe. It assumes the nature of 
law, because its violation is scrupulously followed by 
the wise and just penalty previously pointed out. 
This machine, multifarious in parts, but uniform in 
its workings, and of which man seems to be the mi- 
crocosm or summing up, is, so far as we know aught 
to the contrary, its own intelligence, like the human 
body invested with its motiv power. 

Amidst the domestic, social, and political anarchy 
to reinaugurate the reign of natural law now seem- 


ingly so* Utopian, would be the panacea for existing |. 


abuses. The race is daily butchered by art and arti- 
fice. When, by the violation of -natural law, 
a member of the race has degenerated so far 


as to injure others by first, having injured him- 


self, he should be treated, not as a criminal, but as a 
morally diseased person. He should be placed in a 
, hospital for rational treatment, and there retained 
till reasonable evidence appears of regained man- 
hood; that is, a yielding of voluntary obedience to 
nature’s laws. “St. Anthony” ought to be taken 
care of on this basis. 

According to this law each person in harmony with 
the measure of an uncorrupted nature and knowledge 
would be the medium of conveying its benefits to 
those around him. Thus alone shall we ever arrive 
at the ultimate. truth that man “was originally 
wrought by nature, not by vile offense” of any 
statutory code. ; : 

The flagrant violation of these basic principles of 
human action, in recent arrests and prosecutions, is 
our only apology for this extended reiteration of them. 

' Zoa Torsis. 

j ——— — 9 A — ————— 

The Development of the Ape’s Religion. 
Moncure D, Conway in The Open Court. | 

“But as the first developed talkers and writers 
had been comparativly few, so the first men were 
comparativly few ; and these, like their forerunners, 


were pursued by fear and jealousy of the half-human- 


ized. In this higher commonwealth the dismal story 
of the anthropoid tribe was repeated. The aristoc- 
racies of intelligence and beauty were forced to flee, 
and in the end formed a society which began the 
works of human civilization. So it went on for ages. 
The ape seemed to hav died out of this new form. 
He might reappear in the fantastic tricks of boys, 
but education soon bound him. But, alas! though 
physically bound he survived morally, and, in the 
further progress of the human society, made himself 
felt. For man found himself surrounded by ob- 
structions and enemies. Serpents, wild beasts, dis- 
eases, hurricanes, drouth, and famin beset him. He 
‘fought these bravely and steadily, made headway 
against them until it unfortunately occurred to some 
of the least courageous to try and explain them met- 
aphysically. Now, there had been preserved from 
their ancient apehood a tradition of the wrathful 
gorillas or other creatures against which the more 
human forms had been defended. In dreams the 
hated and hunted ancestors of bumanity hav been 
haunted by visions of the Angry Ape. There now 
arose some mystery-men who ascribed outward real- 
ity to the vision coined by fear, and imagined that 
there must be a gigantic Ape, creator and god of 
apes, who was angry and jealous at the way in which 
some of his creatures had taken the work of creation 
into their own hands. "Theidea once started, response 
came-from the closeted ape lurking in each of the 
least developed. These now ascribed thunder and 
lightning, tempests and diseases, to the wrath of the 
Supreme Ape, and there grew a panic-stricken clamor 
for men who could pacify the Ape demon. In 
response to this clamor appeared the priesthood. 

“The priesthood declared that the jealous and 
angry Supreme Ape would destroy them all unless 

_they gave him the larger part of their food, and built 
temples to him, and in these supported a large num- 
ber of men to kneel before him, acknowledge his 
supremacy, and sing his praises all the time. I hav 
somewhere one of the litanies to the Eternal Ape.” 

'*T should much like to see it,” said I. 

The Chimpanzee went off and returned with some 
very old and dry palm-leaves, from which he read me 
the following 

LITANY TO THE HOLY APE. 


O Ape of Apes, we acknowledge thee to be our creator and 
ruler! 

Thou art angry with us nearly every day. 

Just art thou, Visiting our sins upon our children. 

Thou art so very, very just ! 

Anger is thy customary attitude. 

Thou art angry that we should keep thee angry. 

. We hay wickedly eaten the fruit of knowledge. Mad art 

thou! : 

We hav walked in thelight of our own eyes. Mad art thou! 


-of going again. 
enjoy the stings of the Liberal press, and I was glad | 


We hey followed the guidance of our own hearts. Mad art 
ou! 

We hav set before us the wisdom of man instead 
thee. Mad art thou! . 

We hav not remembered that the wisdom of man is foolish- 
ness to the Great Ape. Mad art thou! 

Thou god of wrath! 

Thou jealous god ! 

Thou god of battles! 

Almighty Gorilla! 

The sun is thy throne, and the sun-stroke thy scepter. 

Whirlwinds are wheels of thy chariot. 

Common sense cannot staud before thy uncommon abilities. 

Thou sendest thy plagues and our reason is silenced. 

The thunder is thy argument. ` 

The logic of thy lightning is irresistible. 

Weak-minded were he who would withstand the persuasiv- 
ness of thy pestilences. 

Pity, Everlasting Ape, our inherited depravity, our tendency 
to think for ourselvs ! 

Through accursed human knowledge we hav strayed from 
thy ways like lost monkeys. 

Yet, O Holy Ape, much of the monkey is left in us still. 

We can still turn from the tree of knowledge to the tree on 
Which cocoanuts grow. 

Though we look like men not much of the spirit of men is 
left in us. . 

We will part with all of it if thou wilt smile on us. 

Thou shalt hav our virgins, or thy priests shall. 

Also, two-thirds of our wool. š 

Likewise of our bread and butter. 

All who deny thee shall be roasted. 

Only spare us, spare us, Holy, Eternal, Omnipotent Ape! 

————b—9—99————— 


Mrs. Slenker at Home Again. 


Drar Truta SrzEkER Frienps: I am home once 
more, for three months at least. We had a warm 
week of it, and in coming home had nine miles to ride 
in an open farm wagon, over the joltingest of roads, 
and the mercury way up into the hundred, and sun 
boiling down its best. For three hours we had its 
full force. I guess we imbibed enough of its life- 
giving rays to last us & century or so. 

Neighbors and friends all seemed glad to see us 
home again, their only regret being that the case was 
not “dismissed.” But I tell them they need not 
hope for that. 'There is too much anticipation of 
* gomething rich” cropping out of “ the ‘celebrated 
Slenker case.” Press and people all about are too 
* eager for the fray” to allow it to subside. My 
decoys, McEffe and Barclay, did all they could to hav 
it tried then and there, so as to save them the trouble 
They owned up that they did not 


of fear of 


they were not callous to them. They freely con- 
fessed that I had intended no obscenity, and meant 
only good workin all I had done. But of course, the 
more they want it hurried, the less it was best for us 
to hurry it. 

It was several days before we could get the indict- 
ment made out, and all settled so we could leave. 
The whole trip was exhausting—physieally so be 
cause of the heat and worry, and financially so of 
necessity. I paid $2880 for the pleasure of going 
to Abingdon and being indicted and returning home 
again to wait three months for the final trial. Then 
Ihad my lawyers to pay, and their expenses there 
and back. I could not but think, as I saw the 
crowds of men thronging back and forth between the 
hotel and court-house, some reeling with intoxica- 
tion, and some fighting till blood dripped on the 
pavements, and the majority chewing, smoking, and 
otherwise debasing themselvs, that the imaginary 
crime of obscenity was but as a floating mote in the 
air to the real crimes against mind and body that 
passed scot-free all around us. 

On my return home I found enough mail matter 
waiting for me to fill a trunk—books, papers, and let- 
ters—not one too many, though, for I need every 
good word, and even adverse criticisms are beneficial 
and suggestiv. I hav not had time to even read all 
the letters yet, as a week's absence at this time of 
year makés much home work necessary. 

I will attend to all the book orders this week, save 
one or two who, as usual, gave no post-office address. 
Where one receives hundreds of letters, they cannot 
remember addresses, or even take time to look them 
up; so they should be on each letter and card, if 
answers are desired. ` 

Contributions for defense are still coming, and all 
will be needed, for it will be a long, hard fight. I 
hope none of you will let your enthusiasm wane, but 
keep on doing all you can in the good work. The 
fact that the “disgusting” bill passed in New York 
and became a law shows the determination of the 
ignorant and conservativ majority to rule or ruin the 
wise and Liberal minority. But mind will conquer 
in the long ran. They may fetter and bind, cramp 
and confine, but they can never kill or destroy a sin- 
gle truth. Eternal vigilance, persistent labor, and 
untiring energy will giv us the battle. Don’t be 
afraid of work; even unpleasant work must be done 
if we would conquer the world’s evils. 

A friend wrote, commenting on my sexual labor, 
that she thought I had suffered martyrdom enough 
in working for a lifetime against creed and church, 
and that I was taking far too much upon myself in 
my old days by going so deeply into this sex work. 
But did not D. M. Bennett, at about the same age, 
do the same thing? Did not Harriet Martineau, one 
of the grandest of all workers, do nreciselv the same? 


Am I to stand back with folded hands, afraid to be 
smirched, hesitating to speak, when I see just the same 
need they saw? Nay! giv me liberty or death! I 
could not vegetate even in palace halls, and know the ' 
great need of humanity for work that only myself 
could do—for only ourselvs can ever do our work. 
Each of us has & world of our own, and we should 
never shirk its duties. Friends, look out for your 
rights, and your children's rights. Speak now while 
you hav the power. -Thereis a joy in battling for lib- 
erty and freedom. The dangers only enhance the 
pleasures, and victory is ours if we do not supinely 
let the fitting moment pass unheeded by. 


Dear friends, while you are doing and saying so 
much for my help and defense, I want you to know 
that Iam also trying to help all I can. I hav re- 
ceived and answered about nine hundred letters since 
my arrest, and every one of them kindly. I hav 
mailed off bushels of books and papers, even to 
selling nearly all my private library, including pres- 
entation copies from friends. I hav given health, 
strength, and time, and shall continue to do so as long 
as I am able. 

I think you all see by this time that, though a few 
may condemn methods, the work has been, and is 
still, a needful one, and that behind it are grand, 
noble, and true men and women who will dare all for 


| liberty's sweet sake. . 


Three months of freedom are before me, and in 
that time 1 want to do all I possibly can, and earn 
all I can. So I ask you to please order Liberal 
books of me—my own and others that you may wish 
to read or loan to pious friends. I should like to 
hear from every Liberal friend, and to hav each of 
you send for at least one of my books. 

I need the stimulus of letters, orders, and advice, 
lest thoughts turn in upon themselvs and grow mor- 
bid. Nothing like useful work for health of mind and 
body. That week in jail, with nothing to do, was a 
terrible experience. One can bear a great deal when 
it is in a righteous cause, and they feel that they are 


doing useful and effectiv work for human good. 


I am glad to see the Defense Fund roll up. It has 
cost me thus far to be arrested, jailed, bailed, and 
indieted over two hundred dollars, including lawyers' 
fees, and yet the real trial has not commenced. I 
tremble to think what would hav been had not so 
many of you so generously come to my aid and 
assistance. I hope hundreds more will come before ` 
Oct. 25th. We need the names and influence of 
every one. It isacause that needs personal support 
as well as financial, and this is why I ask even those 
who are ill able, to send their names, if but twenty- 
five cents accompany them. 

Though the work be called by foul epithets, it is 
the purest, cleanest, and best work of the age; and . 
the time will come when you will each and all see it 
so. There are few reforms of all the past where the 
pioneers hav. not had to face the obloquy of foul 
names and the stings of the conservative. 
Never a truth has been destroyed ; 
They may curse it and call it crime, 
Pervert and betray, or slander and slay 
Its teachers for a time. 

But reforms never go backward. This fateful one 
of sexual purity is bound to win. 

The fountain of love shall be cleansed, and the 
dreams of heavenly affectionateness shall be realized 
on earth, and become a part and parcel of the inherit- 
ance of all life's children. ' 

We hav great need to work, for those who are not 
for us are against us, and the against are countless, 
as only the wise few are favored to see the beacon- 
star of light. So we will' push on— 

While the followers there 
. In embryo wait behind ; 
We to-day’s procession heading, 
We the route for travel clearing, 
Pioneers! O pioneers !— Whitman. 
July 23, 287. ‘Exams DRAKE SLENKER. 
— meo à 

In my nativ Jand I hav stood, on the Fife shore of 
the Frith of Forth, on the daisied grass that was, 
only Jast century, a fiery Gehenna where maidens as 
lovely and mothers as leal as ever blessed man with 
their love or home with their faith perished in the 
devouring fire; perished with the Bible thundering, 
“Thou shalt not suffer a witch to liv;" perished 
with the kirk of Scotland plying the flaming fagots 
and the fiery straw round woman's tender flesh, that 
writhed and shrunk and hissed in agony. I stood 
ankle-deep amid the grass and the buttercups, where, 
only in last century, the fires burnt out and left the 
ground covered with cinders and charred bones and 
remnants of half-roasted viscera. Aud why had I 
daisies there now instead of charred bones, and yel- 
low buttercups instead of roasted hearts ? Because 
now the Bible is weak and the Newspaper is strong ; 
because Jehovah has begun to die, and Man has be: 
gun to liv; because humanity has dared to become 
a rebel to heaven and its book, and loyal to earth 
and its happiness; because the fangs of the falsely- 
called church of God are broken, and men and 
women are awakening from the horrible nightmare 
of Calvary and its skulls.—Saladin. 
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“The Design Argument.” 

‘That rare specimen in natural history, a Methodist 
troubled by Reason, has been found. He asks of 
the Christian Advocate : 

“Christian people prove the existence of God by the de. 
sign manifest in nature. Is there not a design in the at- 
tributes of God; and, if so, does it not argue a designer of 
God?” i ' 

To this budding logician Dr. Buckley replies : 

“ When Christian people show a design in nature, and 
draw from that the conclusion that there is a God, they 
boldly assume that God is the first great cause, and also 
assume his eternity. The word ‘attributes,’ as you use it, 
seems to show that you havin your mind a sort of phrenolog- 
ical idea of God, and you conceive him as divided: up. Put 
that out of the way, and hear his voice saying, ‘I AM.’ 
Then use your intelligence upon nature, and draw your pre- 
sumptions from purpose in nature. But that will never in- 
duce anybody who did not believe in God before the attempt 
was made in that way to make him believe.” 

In his first and last sentences our learned doctor of 
divinity is right. The design argument is worthless 
without a monster assumption, and that assumption 
aids materially in destroying the argument. If the 
attributes of nature—her laws and their invariable 
fulfilment—argue design, so do the attributes of 
the designer compel us to find for him another de- 
signer. The God of the Christian is not one solid, 
eternal, persistent force, but a being who plans and 
repents—does and undoes—orders and revokes his 
. orders—makes a law of nature and then performs a 
miracle to thwart it—in short, acts like a human 
being with a weak character and fickle disposition. 
He is “ divided up” with attributes innumerable. If 
the possession of attributes argues a designer of 
these attributes, then God must hav had a designer. 
There is no escape anywhere or anyway from this 
conclusion. To say, “Put that thought out of the 
way, and hear his voice saying, ‘I am,’” is biblical 
hocus-pocus, an appeal to a superstitiously reverenced 
authority to hide theological ignorance. It is no 
wonder that the admission is forced that the design 
argument will convert no one. To claim that it will, 
impeaches the reasoning powers of the world. 

š — 1 - 

One World at a Time. 

Almost every orator and writer of the McGlynn- 
George party winds up his speech or little piece with 
these words: l 
. “ And the time will surely come when God's will. shall be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.” : 

Now, we would respectfully suggest to the eminent 
gentlemen who are expounding God's will that it is 
about time to cease this claptrap and talk sense. In 
the first place, the existence of “God” is a debatable 
question; in the second, no one knows how things are 
done in heaven, and it is nowise likely that Mr. 
George's land theories hay been adopted there ; in the 
third, if the Christian church doesn't know what God's 
will is, we don't believe Messrs. McGlynn and George 
do; in the fourth, every humbug preacher, every 
fighting tyrant, every enslaver of men, every perse- 


cutor of the human race, has invoked this same God, 
and declared him to be on his side. 

It is time now to do something for humanity, and ac- 
cording to humanity. The world has for a great many 
centuries been run in the interest of God, and,if we 
may believe our new brace of social reformers, it has 
gone straight to the devil. Common sense, there- 
fore, would seem to declare that the wiser course 
would be to run it in the interests of some one else 
for awhile. We know absolutely nothing of God’s 
will in heaven, buf we do know something of the 
poverty, the suffering, the injustice, that exist on 
earth. - 


A Specimen Christian Woman. 


We printed last week the news of the death of 
Cornelius A. Marshall, president of the Newark, N. J., 
Liberal League. Mr. Marshall possessed many 
friends outside of Newark, and to them his death 
was wholly unexpected. One of them, living in; Or- 
ange, scarcely credited the newspaper announcement, 
and wrote to Mr. Marshall’s brother-in-law in Newark 
for information, inquiring if the deceased and the 
president of the League were identical: He received 
the following reply from that gentleman's wife: 

^ “ Nzwazr, July 18, 1887. 

* Dear Sir: Cornelius A. Marshall, deceased, was the 
president of the Newark Liberal League. His mind was dis- 
eased for the last ten years, and I am sorry to say he got 
mixed up with that organization. We gave him a Christian 
burial, such as he would hav liked had his mind been clear. 

‘ His disease was purpura and consumption. His brother 
and the Knights of Pythias took charge of the funeral. - 

“ Respectfully, Mes. Jas. H. Van Horn.” 

It seems impossible that a woman could write such 
unkind words of her dead brother, and we do- not 
think she would were not her mind twisted by relig- 
ion, and her natural sisterly love turned to hatred by 
the poison of her creed. We. knew Mr. Marshall 
well, and though, in our opinion, he made some fool- 
ish errors in his connection with Liberal work, no 
one could say his reason was unseated. He was ear- 
nest, and his mind was sharp and sound. He did 
much good and hard work for the Newark League, 
and is justly held in high esteem therefor. His 


-sisters words are slanders for which the Christian 


religion is responsible. 
——— —9-4-9——————— 


The Editor and the Professor. 

It seems from a correspondence between Prof. 
Egbert C. Smyth, the head and front of the Andover 
school of the future-probation doctrin, and the editor 
of the New York Independent, a Congregationalist 
journal of wide repute, that the expelled and cen- 
sured professors can find-but little scripture to sup- 
port their theory. Mr. Bowen wrote to Mr. Smyth, 
asking him to name “those passages of scripture | 
which giv hope that the heathen, who hav never in 
this life been offered salvation through Christ, will, 
after death, hav the opportunity to accept God's for- 
givness and be saved." Mr. Smyth wrote back that 
his friend Dr. Hincks would prepare a three-column 
“review of the biblical reasons” for supporting the 
future probation doctrin. Mr. Bowen rejoined that 
he wanted the passages of scripture pointed out, not 
reviewed. Mr. Smyth answered him that, if he 
wanted the review previously spoken of, Professor 
Hincks would prepare it. Mr. Bowen, with truly 
remarkable persistency, wrote again for the passages 
of scripture relied on to prove the Andover heresy to 
be Andover drthodoxy. Mr. Smyth retorted that the 
opinion was becoming prevalent that the Z»dependent 
“is in danger of destroying its reputation for intel. 
ligent and helpful treatment of sacred scripture.” 
Mr. Bowen then published the correspondence, 
remarking that Mr. Smyth and his confreres were 
helping the Infidels, and insinuated that a Wall street 
shark wouldn't be a8 mean as the Andover professors 
are in using trust funds to pay the expenses of prop- 
agating an opinion not shared by the corpse that 
once owned the cash. l . 

This is a case where we can applaud a religious 
editor. Thé persistence with which he grappled for 
those passages of scripture commands our admira- 
tion. That he did not get them shows very con- 
elusivly that they are not in the theological mudhole 
searched, and Mr. Smyth ought to hav owned up at 
once that it was no use searching for them. For it 
is a fact that the Bible givs the Andover professors 
no aid and comfort, the teaching of Jesus being that 
the man who did not believe on him should go 
to hell. Nothing is said about giving the heathen a! 


second chance, and such a doctrin is plainly extra- 
biblical, and very gossamer of texture. 

The fact-of the matter is, if the New Testament is 
true, about ninety-nine of every hundred human 
beings will, when they die, eternally roast in fire, 
while the rest will sing songs of praise. It’s a square 
up and down doctrin, proclaimed by Jesus and, 
taught by all the Christians whose religion could 
remain unchanged by their humane feelings. If the 
New Testament is true, it is hell or heaven for the 
whole human race, past, present, and to come, in- 
eluding the heathen. ~ 

We trust, however, that the parties to this con- 
troversy will forgiv us if we remark that the absolute 


| accuracy of the canonical scriptures is very generall 


questioned. : i 
ee 


Another Land Scheme. 

One hundred and twenty-four» members .of the 
English Parliament are in favor of the following land . 
scheme propounded by Charles Bradlaugh : 

“t Ownership of land should carry with it the duty of culti- 
vation. g . 

“ Where land capable of cultivation with profit, and not 
devoted to some purpose of public utility or enjoyment, is 
held in à waste or uncultivated state, the local authorities 
ought to hav the power to compulsorily. acquire such land. - 

‘““The compensation is to be only the ‘payment to the 
owner for a limited term of an annual sum not exceeding the 
then average net annual produce of the said lands,’ 

‘The local authofities are to let the lands thus acquired to 
tenant cultivators. f SA 

* The conditions of tenure are to be such ‘as shall afford 
reasonable encouragement, opportunities, facilities,- and 
security for the due cultivation and development of the said 
land.’” 

The first proposition, says Mrs. Besant, would de- - 
stroy all large holdings, while not destroying private 
property in land. Idle landlords could not squat on — i 
land and evict would-be cultivators who did not pay 
rent. The tendency of the second, however, is to 
destroy private property in land, as it givs the natioti 
supreme power over its land by giving the state 
power to eject landlords ona particular pretext—that 
of not using the land to the best advantage. The 
third clause, regulating compensation, is fair if it be 
recognized that man has no right to absolute owner- 
ship of the soil. Taking that view, to giv the ejected 
tenant compensation equivalent to just what he. 
obtained from the soil itself would be just. Butifa 
man can absolutely and inalienably possess land, then 
the scheme is decidedly unjust. 

It will be noticed that Mr. Bradlaugh’s scheme, 
like that of Henry George, depends upon a satisfac- 
tory answer to the question, Can men rightfully pos- 
sess land which they may let lie idle, and evict there- 
from other men who would cultivate it? . 

E ie 
Leo Taxil. 


Probably not half a dozen of our readers know 
Leo Taxil from Leo XIIL, except as they know that 
the latter's name was never Taxil. But nevertheless, 


Mr. Taxil has been a gentleman of prominence, & 


virulent enemy of the thirteenth Leo, though now 

his friend and ally. Mr. Taxil is a resident of Paris, 

in sunny France, and, until a few years ago, was. 
known as a Freethinker. His notoriety proceeded 

from his publication of the “ Anti-Cletical Library," 

being illustrated pamphlets leveled at the Jewish Je- 

hovah and the Jewish Jehovah’s Christian church. 

Our readers will recollect the comic pictures repro- 

duced from them on the last page of Teme Terura- 
Srrexer some months ago. Though not the works of 

the most elevated art, they are keen caricatures of 

the barbaric religion anomalously prevalent in some 

civilized countries. The text, in French, is fero- 

ciously witty, but of a character better appreciated 

in France than here. 

We are reminded of these things by seeing in our 
American papers an extract from the Pall Mall Ga- 
zette, of London, reading thus wise: 

CA curious scene was witnessed the other day at the Vat- 
ican. M. Leo Taxil, whose real name is Jongand, formerly 
wrote some of the most *anti-clerical! works ever printed. 
According to his own account, while composing a diatribe 
against Joan of Arc he had to refer to the history of her trial 
and condemnation, and was so struck with the angelic char- 
acter of the heroin that he felt himself suddenly converted 
to the very faith he was abusing. 

“He proceeded instanter to Rome, to implore the pope's 
forgivness and blessing. His holiness at once granted him a 
private audience, which lasted half an hour, during which 
he wept at the feet of the holy father. At length the 
pope consented to giv him his blessing on the condition 
that in his future works he would labor to undo all the harm © 
he had done to the Catholic church. M. Leo Taxil promised 


he would do his best,'and departed.. Before leaving, how- 
ever, he had to make the piquant confession that he had not 
yet been able to convert his wife, who remained a hardened 
Atheist." 3 M t 

There seems to be something awry with the chro- 
nology of this incident, for it was first bruited abroad 
about two years ago. However, as this story is 
somewhat of an improvement upon the old one, we 
will accept it in lieu thereof, and all the more will. 
ingly as it enables us to‘ pay a tribute to a woman. 
We lift our hat to Mrs. Taxil, and trust that she will 
ever resist the attempts of her husband to drag her 
down to the church of Rome. 

There is another thing that we would say, con- 
nected with this case of recantation. When the 
story. was printed two years ago, we made some 


inquiries, in answer to which we were told—and this. 


was corroborated by the English press—that Leo 
- Taxil had gone crazy. 


Editorial Notes. 


THIRTEEN Philadelphia churches hav been changed into 
factories and school-houses within the last few years. The 
Bulletin of that city correctly calls this **improvement's 
march.” 


Tue next chapter of Professor Oswald’s remarkably clear 
and able Contribution to the Religion of the Future will be 
published next week. In these papers Professor Oswald is 
building, on the ground cleared by science, an enduring 
structure of natural morality. .And he is building it hand- 
somely, too. : 


Mr. I. W. Grou, author of ** Is the God of Israel the True 
God ?” writes us that only he has been excommunicated from 
the St. Paul Reformed church at Schaefferstown, Pa., and 
not his wife." He says: “It was the impression that they 
would also excommunicate her, because I informed them 
that she holds the same opinions, and desires to hav her 
name taken from the church roll. As we were not present 
at their meeting, but learned that the excommunication 
ceremony had been performed, I reported before I was 
apprised of the above fact.” 


Tue discovery of a woman in the moon is announced 
by W. H. Burr, in a letter to the New York Sun. It was 
made more than a year ago by Dr. James M. Thompson, a 
fetired physician of Washington. It is a profile occupying 
the west half of the moon, the dark spot above answering to 
the banged hair. She faces a little upward, and has a neck 
big enough to require a collar of the size that Mr. Cleveland 
wears. And yet she is good-looking. .The profile may be 
seen through an opera-glass. And now, we suppose, the 
man in the moon must go. So turn the rascal out. 


`: We hav received the subjoined card from E. H. Heywood: 
: ** PRINCETON, MASS., July 29, Y L. 15. 

“ EDITOR TRUTH SEEKER: Thanks for inserting mine of the 16th, 
but you crofsed out 'y:r. 15, and put'1887'in its place. By what 
right do you try to put back on my neck the A.D Christian yoke 
that, nine years ago, I deliberately repudiated? Since then Ohris- 
tian ‘time’ has been ‘no longer’ with me. Bennett and Abbot 
used to print dates as I sent them—permitting me to be ‘ crazy’ or 
sane at my own risk and cost, I date in the year of love from the 
origin of the New England Free-Love League in Boston, Feb. 25, 
1873. Truly yours, Ezra H. Heywoop.” 

We are very sorry to hav committed so great an outrage 
upon. Mr. Heywood’s personal liberty. He undoubtedly 
possesses the inalienable right to date his communications as 
absurdly as he pleases. But then, somewhere around about 
here, comes in our inalienable right to use our own discre- 
tion in editing Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 


Says the Milwaukee Sentinel in its issue of July 20th : 


But in this world which lies outside the influence of the pulpit, 
are men as intolerant as any who ever persecuted others for 
opinion’s sake. They are not content to be amiably indifferent to 
what they consider the unwarranted license of affirmation in 
theology, but with the zeal of the bigot they make assaultson the 
church. They scorn the attitude of Goethe, who said: ‘I keep 
silence at many things, and am well content if others can find sat- 
isfaction in what givs me offense.’ Of this class of zealous bigots 
is Ingersoll. If his warfare were made at a time when religious in- 
tolerance took the form of political and personal persecution, it 
would hav an excuse; but to assail with tongue and pen the re- 
ligious beliefs of men and women whoselives are good, is to be as 
intolerant as those he accuses of intolerauce. It is not such men 
as Ingersoll who hav secured to men the right to be free in their 
opinions, and at the same time to be respectable. The cause of 
liberality was never advanced by illiberal advocates.” 


. The proper place for the man who wrote that, if it'ex- 
presses his honest sentiments, is in some asylum for infant 
idiots. ` 


* Heresy, or what used to be called by that name," 
says the Nova Scotia Trades Journal, ** seems to be becoming 
very common in orthodox Scotland. Both in the Free and 
Established Assemblies this year there were strong protests 
against some things in the Confession.of Faith, and strong 
demands for that venergble document being revised. By 
some of the leading doctors the Confession was handled with 
scant courtesy: In fact, the whole thing was treated by 
those reverend gentlemen who had all subscribed to its doc- 
trins as if the whole were a good joke. Laughter and 
cheers were the order of the day. The signing of the vener- 
able document was treated as if it were a meaningless formal- 
ity, and as if there were not any necessity of keeping up the 
pretense even of honesty when by their signatures men 
detlared that that was ‘the confession of their faith.’ This 
is alarming, not as to whether the Confession of Faith 
is correct or not, but as exhibiting the miserable Sadducean 


dishonesty and levity with which reverend gentlemen can. 
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treat their own signatures and oaths. One said truly they : 
‘were quibbling with the church and paltering with their 
consciences.’ A ,church is in a bad way when its office- 
bearers sign its creeds with a mental reservation, or treat the 


"whole thing as a good joke or a transparent farce. For such 


a church reformation or destruction is not far off. Think of 
a reverend doctor and theological professor saying that ‘the 
Confession of Faith could not be honestly signed by any man 
whose mind was open to the religious impressions of the 
day.’ And yet he himself had signed that Confession, and it 
is through his having done so that he holds his present posi- 
tion and draws his yearly salary. A nice man he is to teach 
his students honesty and courageous uprightness.” 


t THE Fathers of Our Republic” received the following 
indorsement from the pen of Colonel Ingersoll: “My Dear 
RxrMrsvuRG: Accept my thanks for ‘The Fathers of Our Re- 
public) I was greatly interésted in the lecture, and at the 
time I heard it hoped it would be issued in book form. You 
hav done & good work, and hav done it well. Your faets 
are stated in an admirable way, ànd your conclusions justly 
and naturally drawn. The pamphlet. will do great good. 
The minds of thousands will be disabused. It has been and 
still is the business of most ministers and priests to show that 


_all the great dead— the patriots, scientists, and philosophers 


—were small enough, and ignorant. enough, and hypocritical 
enough to pretend to be what they were not, and to believe 
what they did not. Yours truly, R. G. INGERSOLL.” 


A MINISTER writing to the Christian at Work from West 
Virginia reveals his discovery of a book describing Mary- 
land, by George Alsop. The book was writter two hundred 
years ago. Mr. Alsop was an enthusiastic admirer of Mary- 
land and her institutions, and among the many marvels he 
found there when he came from England was Roman Catho- 
lics and Episcopalians dwelling together without bloody war- 
fare. Such a state of affairs he never before conceived pos- 
sible. In admiring surprise he writes : 


“ Here the Roman Catholick and Protestant Episcopal concur in 
unanimous parallel of friendship and inseparable love intoyled 
into one another. All inquisitions, martyrdoms, and banishments 
are not so much as named but unexpreseably abhorred by each 
other. The several opinions and sects that lodge within this gov- 
ernment meet not together in mutinous contempts to diequiet the 
power that.bears Rule, but with renewed quietness obey the legal 
commands of Authority." ` 


Because of this phenomenon, and the fact that the people 
of Maryland usually had enough to eat, he calls her The 
Miracle of this Age. . 


A very large proportion of the sixty-eight thousand votes 
received last fall by Henry George, candidate for the mayor- 
alty of this city, were cast by the Socialists. Since then, 
however, Mr. George and his aiders and abettors hav shown 
small respect to this class of supporters, and hav endeavored 
to curry favor with the conservativs of society by repudiating 
them. Naturally enough, the Socialists resent this conduct, 
and in the election of delegates to the coming convention of 
the United Labor party at Syracuse they are coming out 
strong. In several districts the George men hav been de- 
feated, and pledged and known Socialists chosen delegates, 
The proceedings at the primary in the Tenth Assembly dis- 
trict on the 27th ult. are interesting. , After much quarreling 
between the George men and the Socialists, the meeting 
arrived at the voting point, with the Socialists several laps 
ahead numerically and oratorically. Three Socialist tellers 
were appointed, and the voters put their ballots in the hat. 
There were 140 votes cast, and only 111 voters present. The 


George men wanted the vote declared at once, but the Social- | 


ists roared dissent. They accused the George men of stuff- 
ing the hat, which was denied, but feebly. On a second 
ballot, the Socialist delegates were elected. The sympathy 
of the general public will in this case go with the Socialists. 
It was scarcely fair, after their support of George last fall, to 
giv them the cold shoulder for the sake of pleasing the con- 
servativs who did not, and never would, vote for Mr. George. 
Whatever we may think of Socialism, to entertain tbat 
philosophy can scarcely be deemed as discreditable as stuff- 
ing ballot-boxes. 


Wuar a Chicago journal calls ** the rock ahead in woman 
suffrage” came to light in a recent convention of the Wo- 
man’s Christian Temperance Union, at Rock Island, Ill., 
after a speech by Mrs. Clara Neymann, of this city. The 
Union, as is well known, is an organization of the most 
fanatical women in the Christian church, while Mrs. Ney- 
mann is a very heterodox person. Her paper at this conven- 
tion dealt exclusivly with woman suffrage, but it did not 
satisfy her Christian sisters, if we credit the correspondent 
of the Boston Woman's Journal, who wrote to that paper: 

-“ Mrs. Louise S, Rounds, state president of the Illinois Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union,spoke of the paper presented by 
Mrs. Neymann. She said she had heard names quoted—Emerson, 
John Stuart Mill and Herbert Spencer—eminent names that 
would liv for years, perhaps, but not one word of Jesus, to whom 
alone this reform could look for permanent support. She was 
fir&t of alla Christian, then a temperange woman, and, last of all— 
having come to the position ‘gingerly,’ as her hearers would wit- 
ness—a believer in suffrage for women on temperance grounds. 
She was tired of hearing the old, threadbare cry, the long harped- 
on tune, of * woman's rights,’ preached by the godless women who 


‘hac been leaders ın the cause. She spoke with much vehemence, 


and struck the pew with her hand to enforce her remarks,” 

. The same criticism of the suffrage workers was forced 
upon the Cook county Women’s Suffrage Association by Mrs. 
M. E. Holmes, president of the Illinois Suffrage Association. 
Mrs. Holmes claimed that ‘‘the one thing necessary was to 
consider the relation of suffrage tothe church; that suffragists 
stand out from church work too much. She claimed that 
they cannot do the work until they, as suffragists, get into 
the churches; that a strict spiritual as well as a suffrage 80- 
ciety is necessary. She said this is the only way to get the 
churca people in the work. A strong feeling is prevalent ! 


that suffrage has nothing to do with religion, and if that be 
the case, she wanted nothing to do with suffrage.” The ad-- 
vocates of woman suffrage will find, like all reformers, that 
Christian allies are a detriment rather than a help. Unless 
the reform will make to the glory of God, the sewing circle, 
and the beloved pastor, the dear sisters will hav none of it. . 


THE story goes that a Wolf, seeing a Lamb drinking at a 
stream below him, resolved to find some plea which should 
justify to the Lamb himself his right to eat him. He there- 
fore accused him of roiling the water. The Lamb called the 
attention of the Wolf to the fact that he was below the Wolf ` 
and. could not possibly effect the water upstream. The 
Wolf then charged him with insulting him the year pre- 
viously, but the Lamb replied that he was not then born. 
After a further conversation, in which the Lamb had de- 
cidedly the best of the argument, the Wolf seized him, re- 
marking that he would not go without a victim even though 
the Lamb refuted every one of his imputations. There is, 
therefore, a similarity between the Wolf and Anthony Com- 
stock, as represented this week by our front-page picture. 


Tue Rev. J. A. Scott, of Hot Creek, Va., writes the follow- 
ing charges against the Christian church : 


“In the Southern states the negro Baptist preachers [and per- 
haps others] are very ignorant, very venal, and hav great control 
over their people. . In nearly all sections of the South, in closely 
contested elections, the effort is made to bribe the preacher, and 
through him control the congregation. This effort. is largely suc- 
cessful, Few negroes can resist a bribe, The church is prostituted 
for money to be the servant of corrupt political partisans, 

“The English prelatical church, and other established churches 
receiving from the civil power protection and support and honor, 
pay it back in loyal protestations and service, The church serves 
the state as its master. Note the loyalty of the Anglican church to 
the Stuarts. Note the Toryism of the Episcopalians during the 
Revolutionary war. ` ] 

**Beveralof the Protestant churches of this country hav volun- ` 
tarily sold themselvs or bestowed their church influence to the fur- 
therance of some political issue. For instance, the Northern 
Methodists enacted and tried to enforce Abolitionism; the North- 
ern Presbyterians decided to uphold the Federalists as opposed to 
the State's Rights interpretation of our Constitution, and to com- 
pel its people so to do. And various denominations hav since, 
protesting their loyalty to the present government, sought to, by 
way of return, shape its policy. They memoralize it about how to 
treat the Mormons, Prohibition, Knights of Labor, ete. Of course 
this is apart from the proper work of the church. The church 
teaches her members to be good citizens, but she has nothing to do 
with dogmatizing about forms of government or questions of civil 
policy. Whenever she has done so she has blundered, and her 
shame has sooner or later become manifest. ; 

* But chiefly the Romish church has sold herself to the govern- 
ments on earth. It is her policy in every land. Through her 
priests she controls her people. Everywhere she trafficks with the 
civil power, to enhance her ecclesiastical prerogativs. In the United : 
States she sells her votes to the party that is most subservient, and 
that givs the largest returns in the way of money and influence, 
In Ireland she, so far as she dares, throws her influence with the 
Home Rule party, to maintain her power over them. In Germany 
she sells her influence to despotic Bismarck, that she may increase 
the influence of her bishops. Such is her policy. Everywhere, for 
her own advancement, she bargains and trafücks with the powers 
of the world. And it is to that shameless and persistent policy that 
she owes her worldly grandeur and power.” 


Mr. Scott’s criticism of the Northern Methodists is scarcely 
deserved. The Methodists of the North did not really waut 
to ** enact Abolitionism,” but they were driven to it at last. 
Aside from this, Mr. Scott's indictment is a true bill. 

—— ore 
, Two Magazines. i 

The two articles in the Popular Science Monthly for 
August that will more particularly interest Freethinkers are 
Andrew D. White’s ‘‘New Chapters in the Warfare of 
Science,” and Grant. Allen’s ‘‘ Progress of Science from 
1886 to 1886,” taken from the Fortnightly Review. The 
Monthly shows no falling off from its high standard since the 
death of its founder. 


The Forum for August contains eleven papers of interest 
to almost everybody. From partisan Governor Foraker to 
peaceful Professor Ely, the writers are men of exceptional 
ability, though most of them are conservativly and piously 
wrong in their philosophizing. The Forum is published at 


97 Fifth avenue. 
— 


Tortured by Means of Christian “Science.” 


A Physiciasss Letter in Boston Evening Transcript. 

I make this protest because of the agony and death which 
a so-called Christian science practitioner has brought to an 
aged woman. For months she had been allowed to suffer, 
and her life has been shortened by weeks, and perhaps by 
months. Less than three months ago I was asked to seethis 
poor woman, who had been under the care of a Christian 
scientist for more than six months. I found her in a very 
feeble condition, hardly able to get out of bed alone, and 
blanched from the continual loss of blood. She was told, 
however, that nothing was the matter, and that she must act 
after such a belief. On examination I found that she was 
suffering from cancer, which had been allowed to advance so 
far that it was impossible to remove it by operation. Much, 
however, could be done to relieve the intense pain and check 
the loss of blood. The ‘scientist " had full control, and not- 
withstanding the patient’s protestations of weakness and 
pain, she was told to forget it, and was urged into the street. 
The patient was not allowed to use the ordinary means of 
relieving pain, such as hot cloths, because’‘‘in reality there 
was no pain.” Now, what was needed was the most abso- 
lute quiet. As the result of her efforts to be about there were 
frequent and very profuse hemorrhages. The patient was 
told that she was getting better. A few days before her 
death, after dragging herself down three flights of stairs and 
into the street, a hemorrhage began, which lasted all night. 
Being alone, and having used every available article, she was 
obliged to tear up a blanket in her endeavor to stanch the 
flow of blood. In the morning she was again told that it was 
of no account, and that the disease was passing from her. 
When the patient, with some doubt in her mind, referred to 
the torn blanket she was told that it merely told how strong 
she was. Her faith in this mode of treatment at last gave 
way. A bed in one of the hospitals of the city was procured 
for her, but she died on the following day before she could 
be removed to it. B 
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Letters from friends. 


ANDOVER, July 8, 1887. 
Mr. EprroR: I am one week in the rear, but credit me 
from July ist. I don’t want to miss one paper; too good to 
be lost. ‘I may not want the old licn long, for I am nearly 
eighty years old, but here is $3 to venture for another year. 
May truth increase and fogyism decrease. 
WaRREN STRIOKLAND. 


MansHFIELD, Or., July 10, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: Inclosed please find $5, half of it to pay for 
the paper for another year for myself, and the balance to pay 
for it for a year to be sent to Prairie City, Ill. I hope you 
will continue the pictures in the paper, for they are not only 
amusing, but very instructiv in illustrating and showing 
up some of the many humbugs and wrongs that are being 
perpetrated upon a credulous and superstitious world. 

S. P. Putnam was here a short time ago, and gave a 
number of his thought wakening lectures, and, judging 
from the numbers that were out to hear him, I think they 
will bear good and abundant fruit. In fact, I certainly think 
there are but few men, if any, that are doing the same amount 
of good in this land that he is, with his earnest and logical 
lectures, together with the disposal of the many Freethought 
books and pamphlets, and securing of many subscribers 
to-your valuable paper. Long may-he and others of his 
faith liv to struggle for the right. W. A. GILMORE. 


605 River Street, Troy, N.Y. 
Mr. Eprror: If you hav space in the columns of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, I wish you would print in them for me the 
following appeal: I am a young man and hav a family, and 
I am tired of living in New York state working for another 
man. I want for myself and family to work. I want to go 
out where the earth, the air, and the sunlight are free. Now, 
I wish some of the subscribers to THE TRUTA SEEKER would 
giv me some idea of the government land in the Western 
states. I see a great many articles printed in THE TRUTS 
SEEKER that hav been written by parties who live in Colorado, 
Iowa, Wyoming, Illinois, Wisconsin, Nebraska, and other 
states. "Will they please be so kind as to giv me some idea 
of the land in their vicinity—land that I can liv on and 
cultivate for five years and then call my own? Or, perhaps, 
some Infidel is rich enough to giv me some land, for they are 
very liberal people. They can notify me by letter. Iam an 
. American and an Infidel, and am not afraid to sign myself 

as such. S. D. JEFFERS. 


Texas, Miom., July 18, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror : Is it necessary, in order to show our lack of 


faith in prayer to a being no one knows anything about, to 


resort to the orthodox style of writing Sunday-school yarns? 

In your issue of June 11th S. P. Wood, of Kalamazoo, 
Mich., tells a tale of horror, if true, of a small child slipping 
into an eight-inch well, and that God, as usual, did not come 
to the aid of the praying mother. 

Now, the above story fully illustrates the non-interference 
of the gods in human affairs. But, alas for the story! like 
the Christian’s account of the blasphemer that was turned 
to fire, it lacks the element of truth. I hav lived in Kala- 
mazoo county, Mich., over fifty years, and never heard of 
such an accident; and, to add to the impossibility-of such an 
account being true, there is not known such a rocky ledge 
within fifty miles of Kalamazoo. 

No use telling Sunday-school stories to wipe out faith in a 
prayer-answering God. Let the faithful believer point to one 
well-authenticated case where the gods responded to the cry 
of a grief-stricken mother. L. S. BURDICK. 


Fort Maptson, Ia., July 15, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $3 for subscription due. 
I hav been expecting to get one or two names to send in with 
mine, and in fact hav one partly promised, but am too busy 
to see them now. {shall work for them all the same after 
sending mine. 

I am very much pleased with the way you conduct the 
paper, and notwithstanding we do not agree on the subject 
of immortality, still I hav not one word of censure. 

Of course, we are all well pleased with Brother Putnam. 
He is a genial, good fellow, and a gentleman ‘‘from the 
ground up." He gave me much more than I care to claim 
when he wrote me a Spiritualist, for I am quite sure 95 per 
cent of the phenomena is fraud for money-making. I am 
**rock-rooted ” on the continued existence philosophy, and 
lav no fears that my individuality will ever be destroyed; 
and to the friends who entettain similar views (and all 
others) I wish to extend a cordial ‘‘ shake”—failing here, 
to be given on the other shore; or, as our Christian friends 
say, ** beyond the bounds of time and space.” 

J. R. TEWKESBURY. 


AxER, Mass., July 17, 1887. 

Mr. Envrror: I felt well repaid for going three miles inthe 
hot sun and returning in the dark (though with more ligh, 
than when I went) to listen to the inspiring words of that 
champion of Freethought, L. K. Washburn. His avalanche 
of logic and truth, exposing the superstition, ignorance, 
fraud, and pretense of the Christians, fell serenely on the full- 
fledged Freethinkers, while it was quite too warm for the 
pinfeathered tribe, and altogether too much light for those 
just emerging from the orthodox shell, who had not supposed 
the world was so full of light. The orthodox were grieved 
and chagrined to see their idols thus smitten by the sword of 
truth which proceeded out of the mouth, and turned every 
way to guard the way of the tree of life—the freedom of 
man, woman, and child. 

And the wail that was afterward heard: ‘Oh, if we only 
had the power the church once had —^77^7'? hunt these 


Infidels down! They should no more endanger our craft. 
We would accept their blood in lieu of the blood of Christ!” 
This inspired apostle of. truth challenged the Christians to 
show wherein they carried out the precepts of their divine 
master, but it was much easier to show wherein they did not 
than wherein they did. When the lecturer compared the 
Bible to John Bunyan’s ** Pilgrim’s Progress,” I was reminded 
of Bunyan’s “ holy war,” prophetic of the battle now being 
fought—the bombardment of eye-gate and ear-gate. The 
bolts, bars, and keepers are inside, short of ammunition, act- 
ing only on the defensiv, and their sure surrender is only a 
question of time. . 

The cheerful faces of the Freethinkers evinced their love 
of music—the rattling of the dry bones of historic Christian- 
ity; while the Christians wore mourning for their wounded 
idols, and their sad facesshowed how painfully they swapped 
human affections for the love of the deities—left the warm, 
growing, green earth for the skies. The protracted prayer- 
meetings were proof that they loved darkness rather than 
light. 

I should say Brother Washburn was a good commander of 
heavy artillery, and is well practiced with siege guns. His 
early experience as a sharp-shooter while in the church was 
good practice for the heavy work. Long may he liv to 
break the shell of superstition and let the oppressed go free 
and giv sight to the blind, is the confident hope of 

Yours truly, Erwan Myriox. 


. Hannipat, Mo., July 10, 1887.. 

Mr. Eprron: You hav doubtless been informed that a 
separation of the Moralist Society of this city has taken 
place. I feel it to be a duty, which is mine in common-with 


others who are cognizant of the facts and equally interested. ` 


to giv without undue emphasis an impartial account of this 
so-called separation. The objects for which this society 
was formed are briefly and plainly set forth in its con- 
stitutional declaration of principles: ‘‘To promote the 
development of a general diffusion of knowledge on all 
subjects appertaining to the amelioration of the human race, 
and that enlightened reason is the highest tribunal known to 
man by which we are to be condemned or exonerated. No 
dogmatical acknowledgment is required as a prerequisit to 
membership. But the sole requirement, aside from social 
and moral fitness, is an acquiescence in all the elementary 
truths of human intelligence, and the right to think on 
any and all subjects as to them may seem best; and, above 
all, to show charity and tolerance, which alone constitute 
what is known as Liberalism.” 

These claims were contained in the constitution when the 


Spiritualists joined the society about six years ago, since 


which time there has been a most perfect unanimity on 
all questions of Liberalism, no Spiritualistic discourse hav- 
ing in that time been delivered before the society. 

Actuated by these sentiments, the Spiritualistic portion 


hav given their most hearty coöperation, having in view the 
highest aims and purposes of the society. 


About a month ago a few discontents, for no known cause, 
calling themselvs Agnostics, sought to break up the society 
by first getting possession of all the property belonging 
to the society. They then induced the superintendent to 
order a called meeting on a very short notice, and passed a 
resolution, declaring the Spiritualistic portion of the society 
separated’ from the society. No question of this kind had 
ever been brought before or discussed by the society. They 
then held a meeting among themselvs, and made and adopted 
an amendment to the Moralist constitution, debarring all 
‘Christians, Spiritualists, and free-lovers from membership 
in the society.” The Moralist Society met in regular session 
at its quarterly meeting on the first Sunday in July, and 
ignored entirely the proceedings of this called meeting, on 
the ground that as no belief or unbelief is a fundamental 
principle of the society, therefore.the position taken is uncon- 
stitutional, and cannot be made a cause of separation. 

J. B. CBE8SLEY. 


Newport, Me., July 25, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: I cannot satisfy my conscience till I tell you 
and the readers of your truly valuable paper what my feel- 
ings were while reading Parker Pillsbury's book, ** The 
Plague and Peril of Monopoly.” 

So deep down was I stirred that I wanted every man and 
woman in the world toread it. Is that book, full of startling 
facts, to be read by a comparativly few, when it ought to be 
scattered broadcast and read by millions? Unless the peo- 
ple awake to a realization of the true condition they are in, 
another ‘‘sea of blood " is sure to come to this nation. When 
he says, “ Oh, but there is such a need of intelligence every- 
where!” my soul was sick and sad, because itis true. While 
the people hav been, and are, asleep, they are being bound 
hand and foot. To me the situation is appalling, and I fear 


| that only the thunder of another bloody revolution will awake 


them. I earnestly hope the readers of Tug TguTH SEEKER 
will send for thousands of copies of this book. 

But what is the cause of this fearful condition of things? 
How came this about? How did & few become so vastly 
rich? By what power dothey hold all the wealth? Has pay 
for the use of money. called usury or interest, been the cause 
of bringing the people to the state of slavery they are in? 
There is, there must be, some great underlying cause for this 
appalling state of things, and unless the people know why 
they are in bondage, why a few hold these vast estates, why 
their incomes are so enormous, we make but slow progress 
toward a solution of this momentous question. Could men 
amass the vast amount of wealth they do if it were not for the 
pay they got for the use of money, called interest? I am in 
earnest about this intensely important subject. Who will 
answer it ? 

To ** A Poor Man from Kent" I will say, the first thing 
for the people to do is to demand of the government that it 
take its xobber hands out c* the neerle’s pockets; that it 


shall repeal a great many laws; and that it stop ‘‘ making» 
laws. I want law-makers, state and national, to stop legal- 
izing crime. Countless millions of days’ work are done every 
year by the poor to get money to pay for the use of money, 
called interest, when it should be free. Never until this sys- 
tem of infernalism, interest on money, is stopped can the 
people hav their rights. 

I want the people to demand of the government that it 
abolish the army ‘and navy immediately. Armies are kept 
for the sole and only purpose to keep the people from assert. 
ing their rights. It costs billions of days’ work of the pro. 


-| ducers to support this entirely useless, disgraceful affair, an 


army and navy. 

I want the government to abolish their custom houses, and 
giv us free trade. When the army is disbanded, and those 
legalized robbers, custom-house officers, and the soldiers go 
to work, there will be. millions less paupersto support, which 
will do a great deal to help the poor to a home. 

And now a word about going home sober. As it has been 
hundreds of years thut the stomach has been a receptacle for 
all manner of abominable food, it will take a long while for 
men to get a natural, healthy appetite, so I will not discuss 
that question, though it would be a pleasure to do so. 

To me it is very easy tosee ‘‘ if no land is to be sold,” every. 
one would hav a plenty. When people stop selling the land, 
men will not hav to build a house on '*Jand belonging to 
another.” Every man has a natural right to land enough by 
a reasonable amount of labor for a home, and the vandal 
hand of the usurer should never touch it, and it never should 
be taxed, Henry George to the contrary notwithstanding. 

‘The debts of our country.” If you mean the “ public 
debt," so-called, I say, if the people were not.slaves they 
would never pay another dollar, for it has already been paid 
in principal and interest. Andasfor private debts, so-called, 
when the interest equals the principal, the debt is paid. 
Whether “the capitalist puts in more hours than the pcor 
man” is of not much consequence. In every kind of business in 
the world there should be coóperation, and finally commun. 
ity life, where they shall ‘‘ hold all things common,” and 
work for love. This, and this only, will prove to be the 
panacea for all the ills or woes that afflict the race. Never 
until the people stop working for pay, and grow to a condi- 
tion of true human brotherhood, and work each for the good 
of all, will there be peace on earth and good will among men 
and women. Upon that principle I hav worked for many 
years. Brother, will you join my church? 

SEWARD MrTOHELL. 


BunumNGTON, KAN., July 4, 1887. 
To ErwrNA: You are sixty-three, and I am sixty-nine. We 
hav lived to witness many changes in the arts and sciences, 
in mechanics, and in politics and réligion. The railroads for 
the transportation of passengers and freight from the rock- 


bound coast of the East to the Golden Gate of the West, and 


from the frozen regions of the North to the summer land of 
the South, were unknown when you and I were enjoying our 
childhood days. And we can realize, too, that in politics. 
and religion we hav not progressed as in the above-named. 
sciences and mechanics. ` We well remember when we had . 
in our United States Senate chamber senators who were men 
of renown—a Webster, Calhoun, Silas Wright, Henry Clay, 
Hayens of South Carolina, Louis Cass of Michigan, and 
others who were noted for their patriotism and integrity. 

We had no sleuthhound of the ilk of Comstock sneaking 
around the national capital to approach senators and repre- 
sentativs to buy them for a few shekels to support his inquis- 
itorial schemesto decoy innocent people into his construction 
of crime in violating his obscenity laws, emanating from his 


‘bigoted and superstitious mind, and a clan of inquisitors 


called the Young Men's Christian Association, endeavoring, 
with other Christian parties; to get control of our govern- , 
ment. And, our Congress having retrograded from the high 
position that it occupied in those days into a body (with few 
exceptions) of millionaires and attorneys for the railroads, 
banking and other monopolies, we can realize how those in- 
famous laws were enacted that you are arrested under and 
condemned as & criminal by an unprincipled, subsidized 
press, and an ignorant populace who are controled by the 
priesthood and dishonest politicians, for endeavoring to edu- 
cate the people on the baneful influence of intemperance on 
themselvs and their posterity. But you know that according 
to the Christian standard of morals (the Bible), one of 
the first commands given to Adam and Eve. was to be fruit- 
ful, multiply, and replenish the earth. And the clergy will 
not be condemned for not trying to fulfil the command. 
And Paul, who is the author of two-thirds of the New 'Testa- 
ment, advises that if a man take a virgin unto himself, let 
him do whatsoever he will to her. There is no sin; let them 
marry. ? 

Elmina, I hav learned that there are too many of our pro- 
fessed Liberals who are not free from their superstitious 
notions of obeying unjust laws which hav been enacted by 
ignorant and unprincipled legislators. The Comstock ob- 
scenity law, as I understand, was passed by our Congress in. 
the last small hours of & session, when the members were 
more or less asleep under the effect of intoxicating beverages 
and anxious to adjourn and go home. The law demonitiz- 
ing silver in 1878 was enacted under similar circumstances, 
&nd members acknowledge since that they did not under. 
stand the features of the bill; aud the president (Grant) 
pleaded the same ignorance for his dereliction of duty after 
he approved it. 

I hav cited you a few of the many unjust laws enacted in 
the last twenty years in the interest of church and a corrupt 
state, and proving that our civilization is very deficient in 
moral principle. 

You are arrested under the notorious Comstock law, and 
condemned as & criminal and felon for committing no offense, 
against the rights 5 the people, but to satisfy an ignorant 
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priest-ridden populace, and an unprincipled, superstitious, 
and bigoted priestcraft. And you are not alone. Seven men 
'. are confined in prison in Chicago for committing no crime, 
but exercising the right of the freedom of speech contrary to 
the dictum of the monopolistic power and à subsidized press, 
and the ignorance of the court, jury, and people. What will 
be the énd it is difficult to divine. I cannot assist you finan- 
cially, for I am crippled with rheumatism in my feet, hands, 


and arms, and hav given up all manual labor, and it is diffi-- 


cult to write. Hoping that you will be liberated, I remain, 


Your friend, Curis. Brown. 


New Era, Mion., July 4, 287. 
Mr. Epiror: We in this county are literally enshrouded 
by Christian ignorance and Christian bigotry; nevertheless, 
Iam glad when I can send even a small order to TRE TRUTH 
SEEKER office. Iam not quite alone, buf I at times feel very 
lonely and poor because ostracism in its most virulent form 
is ever present. Jonn M. Logan, M.D. 


Leon, Ja., July 18, 287. 
Mr. Epiror: Miss Katie Kehm, of Ottumwa, Iowa, gave 
two lectures near Leon, Iowa—out-door meetings—subjects, 
“ Religion of Humanity," and ** The Influence Christianity 
Has on the Minds of the Rising Generation." 'They were de- 
livered July 10th and 17th to good audiences, and were a 
success in every particular. J. W. Lone. 


/ Easr Orro, N. Y., July 18, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: Not receiving Tug TRUTH Sunken as usual, 
, Ireasoned that its failure to appear was my own fault, as I 
had not-rénewed my subscription for the present year, which 
I now basten to send you, together with a new subscriber. I 
feel your paper is a necessity, and I do not intend to do 


without it, and the least that I can do is to wish you well | 


‘and renew promptly. 
.Inclosed please find $5 for the same and oblige, 
Yours truly, CLARK BUROHARD. 


MARSHFIELD, OR., June 25, 1887. 

Mx. Eorror : Please find inclosed $3, for which we wish 
you to send us THE TRUTHS SEEKER. 

Mr. Putuam, your famous lecturer, haz just been here 
sowing Freethought seeds. 
up & tree of liberty of thought even here, where there are 
two churches among & population of five hundred. 

Mr. Putnam left a part of himself here in the way of books 
of his own writing. I hav read ‘‘ Adami and Heva,” ‘Lend 
a Hand," ‘Problems of the Universe," ** Waifs and Wan- 
derings,” and “A Lay Sérmon" by Robert G. Ingersoll; and 
I think when I get them all properly digested I will be a 
pretty good Liberal. He was kindly received here, even by 
those who differed with him in his theological views. Per- 
haps he has already sent you the nice little notices both pa- 
pers here gave him. Mr. Putnam, as well as being a good 

. lecturer, is quite a romancer; ‘‘ Waifs and Wanderings” I 
liked very much. Fiction is a part of literature, I think, 
that should be true to our human nature in the characters, 
even if the plot is Somewhat fairy-like. Fiction is read more 
than any other literature; our boys stuff their pockets with 
dime novels, and our girls read them inside their grammars 
at school. I sometimes think if we could weave something 
in this for the good of the young no better work could be 

. done. 

My husband had not made up his mind to take THE 
TRUTH SEEKER when Mr. Putnam was here. Will you please 
tell me who George Francis Train was, what kind of a 
writer he was, and if he is living now ? E. A. H. 

[George Francis Train is an eccentric philosopher, at 
present Jiving in New York. He is about sixty years of age, 
and spends his time in Madison Square Park among the 
children. He has been wealthy, but is believed to hav lost 
the greater part of his money. He isa rather witty writer, 


though more noted for his eccentric style than any great 


merit. He is generally regarded as a '' crank." —Ep. T. 8.] 


BusuNELL, Irr., July 15, 1887. 

Mr. Evrror: I hav read Mr. R. G. Ingersoll’s tribute to 
Henry Ward Beecher. It is avery fine production, and, I 
suppose, very appropriately applied to the minister so long 
the ruling star of Plymouth church. He seemed to use all 
there is in genius’s thought upon the great theologian. Yet 
it seems to me he was very much limited in his task as far as 
theology was concerned. The denunciation of endless pun- 
ishment by Mr. Beecher seemed to giv Mr. Ingersoll his 
greatest admiration for Beecher. It was that dogma of the 
orthodox creed that Mr. Beecher denounced as without jus- 
tice, mercy, or goodness that secured the esteemed admira- 
tion. True, Mr. Ingersoll speaks highly of that bravery, in- 
dependence, and moral courage that Mr. Beecher possessed, 
before which many theologians would quail with intimida- 
tion, algo of the great preacher’s magnanimity, his enlarged, 
generous, and liberal views when directed and molded by 
his reflections on the investigation of nature, and of the great 
goodness of his heart. These all received a share, and prob- 
ably not too much, of the great orator’s eulogy. That hight 
of goodness, charity, and mercy that Mr. Beecher reached in 
his expression and declaration, '* I will not serve a God who 
has an endless punishment for his subjects," furnishes the 
greatest boom for the tribute. 'The ability of the man was 
good; the rejection of everlasting punishment one of his 
greatest acts. He seemed to add to his merits by adding to 
the character of God. 

But the real Liberals in general, whether those born at Mr. 
Beecher's time or since, will ask for a more thorough denun- 
ciation of theological falsehoods—the doctrin of original 
sin, the fall of man, the son of God from the ghost, and 
Virgin Mary Btory, the vicarious atonement, and thc forgiv- 
ness of sins, not from the one against whom you hav sinned, 
and many more absurd ideas in the orthodox creeds. Yep 


I think in time there will spring. 


Mr. Beecher could single out but one of the abominable lies, 
and it seemed as though he dare not expose the others. But 
we are gratified and thankful for humanity's sake that the 
efforts of great men are engaged to correct some of the mis- 
takes and errors of the creeds. S. Wzsr. - 


CITY oF FARIBAULT, MINN., J uly 12, 1887. 

MR. Eprror: Fully realizing the value of your time, still I 
feel it a duty to encroach upon it far enough, at least, to 
render to you most sincere and hearty thanks for the favors 
Shown me. ] received the ANNUAL of 1886, and hav read it 
carefully. It contains several very useful hints and sugges- 
tions, besides much information which I shall use as seed 
when I go out again to sow. I always scatter a little 
seed upon every field that I pass by, and hav caused several 
people to stare when I hav called their attention to the 
enormous amount of church property that is untaxed, and 
several other points. I believe I hav a little mission on this 
earth, and, as I am able, I shall labor for the upbuilding of 
the temple of truth, and razing of the old ruin of error, that 
the hoot-owls of superstition and priestcraft may be without 
a resting-place in our land. Faribault is the head and front 
of Episcopalianism in the. Northwest, and here it has its 
bishop, its schools—which cost hundreds of thousands of dol- 
lars, the finest and most magnificent buildings of our beauti- 


{ful city. Here, also, is the place where they (the Christians) 


boasted, two years ago, when I had been here but a few 
months, that if I did not ‘‘join” they would starve me 
out in six months. If any of our folks come this way, please 
call, and we won’t let you starve. I am enlisted for life, and 
mean to fight it out and die in the ranks, starve or otherwise. 

Belief avails nothing, therefore it is folly for me to say 
what I believe, but I believe in a supreme power. I don’t 
‘know much of that power, and the little knowledge I do 
possess does not prove him a fiend. I teach that if there is 
immortality for man (which I hope, and trust, and fully be- 
lieve there is), man’s happiness, then as now, will de- 
pend upon not what he has believed, but upon what he has 
done. Good works, a pure life, a noble life, a life devoted 
to the welfare of his fellow-men, a life upon which a man 
may look back without regret, will enable him to look for- 
ward without fear. I also teach tbat there is no forgivness 
for sin, nor punishment, except in the remembrance of the 
crime, which is always with us, whether we liv seventy or 
seventy . million of years. Rewards and punishments are 
with us and in us, and are not from God, nor Jesus, who 
could bestow immortality no more than any other Jew or 
any other man, nor yet rob memory’s urn of one grain of dust. 

I write this to you that you may know something about 
me, and the effort that I am making; not because I feel that 
it is great, but that, if you will be so very kind, you may cor- 
rect me where I go astray, and giv me truth where I hav 
error. 

I intend to devote my whole time and attention to this 
matter as soon as I am able to do so, fully realizing that I 
must go out without reconimendation or favor, with 
organized bands of church wolves to bark at my heels—but 
also satisfied that truth is mighty and must prevail. 

If I dared, I would ask a question. Why not fix upon 
some time to date from that will not divide time,into two 
parts? Why hava 5.0. and an A.p.? Why not fix upon a 
date that all historical literature and events can be arranged 
along upon a straight line? What do we care about when 
Jesus was born? 

Now, thanking you for your patience, if you hav been 
patient, I will close with the names of some whom I think 
would be pleased to receive a copy of your paper, and who 
might subscribe. You will, of course, use your judgment 
as to sending the sample copies. Dr. SEELEY. 


Havana, Cusa, June 29, 1887. 

Fretrow Truru SEEKERS: I don't desire to bore you with 
worthless trash, and, knowing that we hav at the helm the 
veritable Franklin of the age, Mr. Eugene Macdonald, to 
hold me in check, I will now lay before you a few ideas rel- 
ativ to what Ideem one of the most important subjects of 
our time. 

I think I can safely predict that, ere long, England will hav 
afloat guns that can be made to throw red-hot shot a distance 
of twenty miles; and I think that I can now giv the plans for 
a gun that would do it. Had England such guns—and we 
don't know but that she has—and were she to goto war with 
us, she might steam along at full speed off Long Island, and 
leisurely lay New York and Brooklyn in one vast expanse of 
ruins; or, instead thereof, place the United States under 
bonds to the extent of thousands of millions of dollars in or- 
der to save those cities, and the wealth therein contained— 
which wealth has, to a great extent, been hoarded up there 
in the form of magnificent edifices by a goodly number of 
scheming, swindling, Tweedy, Sharp fellows who hav suc- 


ceeded by and through swindling tricks that they, for a long | 


time, hav been playing upon the gawkies throughout our en- 
tire Union. 

After England, or any other foreign power, in collusion 
with our capitalists at home, might hav succeeded in thus 
securing against us bonds to the extent of thousands of mill. 
ions of dollars, the gawkies, throughout our Union, would 
be compelled to writhe under an onerous and burdensome 
taxation to pay the interest on those bonds and for their final 
liquidation, Oh, what another great haul the capitalists 


, would rake in from the gawkies! 


Were you to go to Liverpool you would behold magnificent 
graving-docks there, extending for eight cr ten miles along 
the Mersey, into which docks, when the tide is high, the 
largest steamer may ride with absolute safety, and after six 
hours, when the tide may hav gone down, the water-tight 
gates of that great granit apartment may be closcd, and the 
steamer left perfectly high and dry for inspection, repairs, or 


t for preservation; and, when desired. the gates at high tide 


may be opened, and when the water. may hav flown in 
around the steamer, she may be floated out into the river and 
steam away to the ocean. : 

Now, I will ask my fellow-gawkies why it is that we don't 
build. any such docks at. New York, to which some one will 
say, '* Why, you goose, don't you know that the tide doesn't 
ebb and flow to the extent of nearly thirty feet at New York, 
as it does at Liverpool?” To which I would say, '* Why, 
yes, old gander, but we hav the beautiful Hudson at New 
York, and by building a lock, that might raise the water to 
a hight of forty feet, and a capacity to hold a hundred ves- 
sels at a time, about forty or fifty miles from the city, on that 
river, and then, for a distance of eight or ten miles below 
thatlock, on both sides of the river, construct our docks, 
they would hav a better foundation, not cost half so much, 
and be far better protected from a foreign enemy than the 
great docks at Liverpool, which are within easy range of the 
guns of ships in the Irish Sea. "This great lock on the Hud- 
son might be made to open and close once every hour, for 
the accommodation of passing vessels. 

Were all this done, the people of New York and Brooklyn 
might be notified that, if they persist in remaining where 
they are, themselvs and their property might suffer the con- 
sequences ; in which case they would move up tothe vicinity 
of the lock, graving-docks, and navy yard, and build a new 
and much better city, with streets a hundred feet wide, and, 
in the middle of them, and from crossing to crossing, a row 
of trees containing one of every kind of tree that grows in 
our American forests, and two eucalyptus-trees between each 
crossing. ‘On either side of this row of trees there should be 
a ten-foot sidewalk. Then New York would be the most ` 
salubrious city in the world, and entirely beyond the reach 
of foreign enemies, and entirely free from the ten-foot rise 
and fall of the tide that now annoys the shipping there. An 
honest, an eminent civil engineer, such as General John New- 
ton, might design and superintend the construction of the 
whole work, and the profit to the people would be immense. 

GEORGE Newron. 


SALEM, IA., July 10, 287. 

Mr. Enrron: Please allow me space for à word. It is ex- 
tremely queer that any reasonable. man or woman can be so 
extremely foolish as to support a cause which is degrading to 
mankind, when a careful research is made and reason is the 
ruler supreme. How can mau believe hc is on the down 
grade? Yet the ecclesiastical curs say that man is getting 
worse. History and reason tell us that we are on the 
progress instead! of ou the decline. Never could I believe 
the most holy Bible wasso outlandish, contradictory, absurd, 
and childish until I read it through carefully. At last I am 
thoroughly disgusted with anything that has anything but 
reason and humanity for its basis. My parents are both in 
the mire of superstition; so deep there is no chance for 
reason. lam going to do all that lies in my power for the 
advancement of liberty and fraternity. I came not to send 
division, but unity and love; not as thefounder of Christian- 
ity, but to the contrary. It made ine fairly shudder when I 
read ** The Church and Its Influence," by John Peck, and 
some other correspondence of like character. When I think 
of the unspeakable cruelty of the church, it makes me wondér 
how man can uphold such things. Churcb-members say the 
church was right, but I say, Nay! I wish the influence of 
the church was trampled under foot; we would be the bet- 
ter. Many hav told me that all advancement was duc the 
church, but when they are sounded they will quail and say 
itis not for them to argue the case, but I will be damned 
if I do not believe all their nonsense—tbat nothing but the 
blood of Jesus will keep me from where fire-and-brimstone is 
plenty. I cannot go such foolishness. I believe that the 
only way to get to heaven is to be honest, upright, and kind 
in all things, and the better we are the better off we are. J 
sometimes think that the author of the ** Religion of Science " 
is about right, but still I cannot tell exactly. But thetheory 
of evolution comes more near to filling the bill than anything 
I hav read. Nature is the only god I recognize. Iam in 
doubt as to whether there is & future existence, but if there 
is not, there is nothing lost by being honest in all things. Be 
so for principle’s sake, not because of fear or reward, but for 
the general good of mankind—using the words of our worthy 
president, Robert G. Ingersoll. I neither want. his heaven, 
nor fear his heil; any God who is so fiendish and blood- 
thirsty as the God of the Bible does not deserve the praise . 
and flattery of anyone, but rather the contrary. He has 
broken every commandment he set forth but one, and that is 
the first—that no gods shall be before him. As I think of 
this it fills me with pity for such a poor, deluded people who 
would let such a tyrant be their guide. Reason rejects 
such as the word of God; reason asks for something of a 
higher nature than the so-called holy Bible. 

Again, how can women—who bav been so oppressed by this 
Jehovah and the book claimed to be his word—oh, how 
can they submit to the atrocious crimes committed against 
them by this book and its priests? It is a wonder they are so 
silent, yet the majority of church membership are women. 
The men ought to go to their rescue. I wish all Liberals 
would unite to denounce such as an imposition. 

There are several Liberals in this community, who do not : 
care to subscribe for a Freethought paper, but who giv the 
preachers lots of trouble, and they are the best of citizens. 

I hav been a reader of Tug TRUTA Sxexer for nearly a 
year, and I am very thankful we hav such papers to 
strengthen the sensible. Iam lost without it. Jt has been 
given me by a friend, as I was so-pinched to get along that 
I could not rake and scrape enough to spare to subscribe, 
but hope this will not always be the case. A LIBERAL. 

———— —9$-—99— — ———— 

Tue Truru SkxkER Company’s Catalog of Frcethought, 
Reform, and Scientific Books will be mailed free to any ad- 
dress upon application. í 
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Children’s Qarner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixow, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom ali Communications for 
*Ais Corner should be sent. 


-“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
' When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


A Midsummer Song. 


Oh! father’s gone to market town ; he was up be- 
fore the day, 

And Jamie's after robins, and the man is making 

- hay) 

And whistling down the hollow goes the boy that 
minds the mill ^ 

While mother from the kitchen door is calling 
with a will, 

* Polly ! Polly! the cows are in the corn ! 
Oh! where's Polly 2” 


From all the misty morning air there comes a 
summer sound, 

À murmur as of waters from skies, and trees, and 
ground ; 

The birds they sing upon the wing, the pigeons 
bill and coo,’ 

And over hill and hollow rings again the loud 
haltoo, 

“Polly! Polly ! the cows are in the corn ! 
Oh ! where's Polly ?" 


Above the trees the humming-bees swarm by with 
buzz and boom, 

And in the field and garden a hundred flowers 
bloom; 

Within the farmer's meadow & brown-eyed daisy 
blows, 

And down at the edge of the hollow & red and 
thorny rose. 

But, ** Polly ! Polly! thecows are in the corn ! 

_ Oh! where's Polly?” 


How strange at such a time of day the mill should 
stop its clatter ! 

The farmer’s wife is listening now, and wonders 
what's the matter. 

Oh! wild birds are singing in the wood and on 
the hill, 

While whistling up the hollow goes the boy that 
minds the mill. 

But, “ Polly ! Polly ! the cows are in the corn! 
Oh ! where's Polly 2” 

ee 


People Will Talk. 


You may get through the world, but ’twill be very 
slow, 
If you listen to all that is said as you go; 
You'll be worried and fretted, and kept in a stew, 
For meddlesome tongues will hav something to 
do— 
For people will talk. 
If quiet and modest, you'll hav it presumed 
That your humble position is only assumed, 
You're a wolf in sheep's clothing, or else you're a 
fool! 
But don’t gat excited—keep perfectly cool— 
For people will talk. 
And then if you show the least boldness of heart, 
Or aslight inclination to take your own part, 
They will call you an upstart, conceited, and 
vain; 
But keep straight ashead—don’t stop to explain— 
For people will talk. 
If threadbare your dress, or old-fashioned your 
hat, 
Some one will surely take notice of that, 
And hint rather strong that you can’t pay your 
way, 
But don’t get excited whatever they say— 
For people will talk. 
If you dress in the fashion, don’t think to escape, 
For they criticise then in a different shape; 
You're ahead of your means, or your tailor's un- 
paid; 
But mind your own business—there’s naught to 
be made— 
For people will talk. 
Now, the best way to do is to do as you please, 
For your own mind, if you hav one, will then be 
ease. 
-Of course you will meet with all sorts of abuse : 
But don’t think to stop them—it ain’t any use— 
. For people will talk. 


tO 
How Flossie Went Fishing. 


Flossie is a dear little girl about eight years 
of age. She is very kind-hearted and very 
affectionate. She loves the beautiful in 
Nature, and is extremely fond of flowers. 
Many a bouquet has she brought me, and 
many bunches of beautiful wild grasses. 
Once at the close of the day she walked with 
me to the post-office, and while we were 
walking along on the plank sidewalk, talking 
of one thing and another, all at once she ran 
down the bluff, screaming, ‘‘ Oh, see them ! 
the darling’ sweet-pea blossoms!” She 
plucked the lovely flowers quickly, and came 
running with them to me. “Here, Miss 
Wickerson "—she always calls me Miss Wick- 
erson—said she, take them; they are so 
pretty to grow 80 near the water !" 


But I was to tell you how she went fishing. 


She had made me a little call one day, and 
then ran down to the water. She was gone 
so long I feared something had befallen her, 
&nd went myself to see what she was about. 
As I went down the steps leading to the 


waters edge, I beheld Flossie seated on & | 


rock, not far from the big rock Jumbo, and, 
leaning over, she seemed to be gazing into 
the water. 

“What are you doing, Flossie, dear?" I 
inquired. 

“Why, I'm fishing," said she. 
caught five already !” 

And, sure enough, there lay five little 
fishes—minnows, I guess they were—on the 
rock beside her. 

She had a long blade of beach grass, and 
on the one end she had tied a little piece of 
the flesh of & mussel for bait, and with that 
she was catching fish. , 

“I thought,” said she, *I would try to 
catch enough for Bonnie’s supper. Now, 
Miss Wickerson, won’t you please to fry 
them for that poor little dog’s supper ?” 

“ They are too small, I believe. But don't 
you think, Flossie, my dear, that it is cruel 
to catch these pretty fishes?” I said. 

** Why, Miss Wickerson,” said she, gravely, 
“you know there's no hook on the grass; if 
there had been they might hav been Awrted." 

‘Well, but they are out of their nativ 
element; and see, dear"—and I pointed at 
one—''how this one pants, and the others 
are nearly, if not quite, dead." 

Flossie mused a moment, and then said, 
solemnly, ‘‘Miss Wickerson, I think they 
are better offted dead!” 

** Why so ?” I asked. 

“ Well, they are young and good now, and 
innocent. If they lived to grow up into big 
fishes, they might get to be mean and steal 
some baby-fishes and eat them, and then the 
baby-fishes’ mamma might cry and feel badly 
about it. And then, too, they might get 
& hook in their throats, and their mouths 
would bleed, and they might be caught with 
a hook—yes, and be put in a boat, with the 
hot sun beating down upon them all day, 
while the fishermen smoked cigars in their 
eyes! Oh, yes, I think, Miss Wickerson, 
they are much better ojfted to die this way !” 

I was greatly amused 'at this quaint logic, 
&nd while she put two of the larger ones in 
my hand to take home to “fry for Bonnie's 
supper," she quietly dropped the other three 
back into the water, and was rejoiced to see 
them float away as lively as ever. 

“ I hope they'll know enough to go straight 
home and behave themselvs,” said she, ‘‘ and 
not be frolicking about until they get nabbed 
by an eel or a shark—the foolish little fishes.” 

S. H. W. 


————— 9 —9—————— — 
Earliest Methods of Measuring Time. - 
The story is that King Alfred had no better 

way to tell the time than by burning twelve 
candles, each of which lasted two hours; and, 
when all the twelve were gone, another day 
had passed. Long before the time of Alfred, 
and long before the time of Christ, the shadow 
of the sun told the hour of the day by means 
of a sun-dial. The old Chaldeans so placed a 
hollow hemisphere, with a bead in the center, 
that the shadow of the bead on the inner sur- 
face told the hour of the day. Other kinds 
of dials were afterward made with a tablet of 
wood or straight piece of metal. On the tab- 
lets were marked the different hours. When 
the shadow came to the mark JX, it was 


[11 Ive 


.nine o'clock in the morning. The dial was 
‘sometimes placed near the ground, or in 


towers of buildings. The old clock on the 
eastern end of Faneuil Hall, in Boston, was 
formerly a dial of this kind; and on some of 
ihe old church towers in England you may 
see them to-day. Aside from the kinds men- 
tioned, the dials now in existence are intended 
more for ornament than for use. Inthedays 
when dials were used, each one contained & 
motto of some kind, like these: ‘Time flies 
like the shadow; or, “I tell no hours but 
ihose that are happy." 

But the dial could be used only in the day- 
time, and, even then, it was worthless when 
the sun was covered with clouds. Inorderto 
measure the hours of the night as well as the 
hours of the day; the Greeks and Romans 
used the clepsydra, which means, ‘ The 
water steals away." A large jar was filled 
with water, and & hole was made in the bot- 
tom through which the water could run. 
The glass in those days was not transparent. 
No one could see from the oütside how much 
water had escaped. So there were made, on 
the inside, certain marks that told the hours 
as the water ran out; or else a stick with 
notches in the edge was dipped into the 
water, and the depth of what was left showed 
the hour. Sometimes the water dropped into 
another jar in which & block of wood was 
floating, the block rising as the hours went 
on. Once in & while, some very rich man 
had a clepsydra that sounded a musical note 
at every hour.— Popular Science Monthly. 


` velocity multiplied by the mass. 


| Science Column. 


Liberal Lesson Leaves. 


PHYSIOAL SERIES.—NO. 6. FOROE AND MOTION. 

41. Force.—We hav seen that by virtue of 
mobility (12) bodies may be moved. Any- 
thing which thus tends to move a body isa 
force. If a body be moving, its motion may 
be increased, diminished, or altered by a 
force. Force may be defined as any cause 
which tends to alter the condition of rest or 
motion of a body. 

42. Velocity.—Velocity is the distance 
which a body moves ina unit of time. Ve- 
locity may be expressed in different units ac- 
cording to circumstances. We speak of ve- 
locities of so many. meters or feet per second, 
kilometers or miles per hour, etc. On the 
C. G. S. system the unit of velocity is one 
centimeter per second. ` 

48. Table of Velocities.—The following table 
is useful for the information it contains ; it 
will also show some of the different ways in 
which velocity may be expressed. It is 
partly taken from Ganot’s ‘‘ Physics.” Of 
course, the yalues given are only approxima- 
tions, but they will serve to giv a general 
idea. The numbers given in the table may 
be taken as about the average. 

meters 


feet 


persecond. per second. 
Military quick step, 1.4 4.6 
Moderate wind, 3 : 10 
Fast sailing vessel, 5.5 18 
Channel steamer, z 22 
Racehorse, S 15 50 
Eagle, 30 100 
Carrier pigeon, 38 120 
Sound, 332 1,090 
Shot from Armstrong gun, 360 1,180 
Martini-Henry rifle bullet, 405 1.330 
` kilometer miles 
per hour. per hour. 
Railway train, 40 to 100 25 to 60 
Storm, 55 85 
Hurricane, 160 100 
kilometer | miles. 
per second. per second. 
Light, 300,000 186,000 


44. Mass.—We shall learn later that the 
weight of a body varies slightly at different 
places, but itis evident that the quantity of 
matter remains the same wherever it may be. 
Mass is the quantity of matter which a body 
contains. 'The same units are used for mass 
as for weight. We speak of a mass of a 
gram, kilogram, ounce, pound, etc. A gram 
is the quantity of matter contained in one 
cubic centimeter of water at its greatest 
density—that is, at 49 C. 

45. Momentum:—Momentum is the quan- 
tity of motion which a body possesses. It. is 
evidently proportional to the velocity and to 
the mass; therefore, it is proportional to the 
Hence, to 
find the momentum of a body, multiply its 
mass by its velocity. When a body is at rest 
it has no momentum, for its velocity is zero. 
A mass of 20 grams, having a velocity of 
10 cm. per second, has the same momentum 


‘as a mass of 10 g. with a velocity of 20 cm., 


or of 5 grams with a velocity of 40cm. The 
momentum in each case will be seen to 
be 200. 

46. Reflection of Motion. — By elasticity, 
bodies in collision will hav the direction of 
their motion changed; such motion is said 
to"be reflected. The bouncing of balls and 
marbles when dropped on the ground are 
examples of reflected motion; also, the 
rebound of billiard- balls from the cushion 
of the table. 

47. Law of Reflection.—The angle formed 
by the direction before collision with per- 
pendicular to the surface of contact is the 
angle of incidence; that formed after contact 
is the angle of reflection. 

The angles of incidence and reflection are 
equal and inthe same plane. This is the law 
of reflection, and is equally true for all kinds, 
whether of ordinary motion, or of sound, 
heat, or light. 

Ezperiment.—Roll a billiard-ball along the 
table, so that it will strike the cushion, and 
observe that the angle made with the cushion 
before contact is equal to that after contact. 
The same thing occurs when a ball is rolled 
a'ong the floor so as to hit the wall; the 
angles before and after contact are equal. 
Since the angles made with the cushion 
or wall are equal, it follows that the angles 
made with the perpendiculars to the cushion 
or wall are equal. This experiment, there- 
fore, proves the law of reflection. 

Gro. Q. GROWER. 


QUESTIONS. 


Norx.—In solving problems gelating to velocity, 
use the values given m the table. 
1. How ma meters can an eagle fly in a min- 
ater A. 1,80 
How any feet can it fly? A. 6,000 ft, 
à Five seconds after a flash of lightning the 


thunder was heard—how many feet off did the 
lightnire' strike? A. 5 450 ft. 
4. If the report ofa gun be heard two seconds 
affer firing, how many meters distant isit? A. 
m 
5. 1i it takes light 498 seconds to reach the earth 
from the sun, how many miles distant is the sun * 
ar About 92,500,000 miles. 
How man- kuometers distant is the sun? AL 
Nea 150.000.000 km. 
7. What is the mass of three liters of pure water? 
A. 3,000 grams. : 
8. A man weighing 65 kg. is walking at the rate ` 
of 1.4 m. per second—what is his momentum 7 


9. Find hia momentum in C, G. S. units. (Note. 
We must reduce the Teikn to grams. and the 
velocity to cm.) A. 9,100. 

10. A mass of 10 Ibs 18 DG with a velocity of 
60 feet per second—find its momentum. A. 600. 


tt 
` A Curious Story. 

There isa tale told of a sea captain who, 
in a distant corner of the southern seas, vis- 
ited an undiscovered or unexplored group of 
beautiful islands. After landing and trading 
with the gentle nativs, he was astonished by 
the visit of a white man, evidently a person 
of means-and consequence, who, after mak- 
ing himself very agreeable, implored the cap- 
tain to giv him a story-book, if he had such 
a thing in his possession. The captain had, 
and, deeply touched by the pigs and cocoa-: 
nuts which the white exile had given him, 
bestowed on him a copy of the '' Arabian 
Nights’ Entertainments.” Overcome by the 
present, the exile burst into tears and cried, 
** You bav saved my life, and given me rank 
and wealth.” On explanation, he said: “I 
should long ago hav been eaten, but while 
they were fattening me I learned enough of | 
their language to tell a child the story of 
‘Little Red Riding Hood. The child re- 
peated it, and the whole population were 
mad with joy. They had never heard a story 
before. From that day I became a great and 
honored man. When they had & grand na- 
tional festival, I sat on top of & hill, and 
thousands wept (while some elderly relativ 
was being cooked for a feast) at the cruel 
death of the grandmother as caused by the 
wicked wolf. I had with me a volume of 
fairy tales, and I soon began to set a price on 
my performances. ‘Red Riding Hood’ is 
rather worn ; I get only & hundred cocoanuts 
for her now. But ‘Cinderella’ is still good 
for four pigs and a turtle, and ‘Beauty and 
the Beast’ brings six or seven, according to 
the quality. But with the ‘ Arabian Nights" 
I shall be able to go. on accumulating pork to 
the end of my days." 

——— 9 9———————— 
Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—REBUS. 


An old saying. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'8 OORNER, 
JULY 23, 1887. 
1.-Fourth of July. 
2,-Cowl (owl, cow). 


Correspondence. 


| Romney, Ñ. H., July 18, 1887. 

Dear Miss Wixon: Just think, I am away 
up in the roountains—mountains all around 
us—they are 80 steep that I-bav been only 
upon one. In the clear evening one can hear © 
anecho. There is a little one called Pin- 
nacle; the Indians had a fort upon it once, 
and Indian arrowheads hav been plowed up. 
At the base there is a running brook where 
we can catch fish. Forty-eight trout we had 
for supper the other night; but, you must _ 
know, some were very small. 

July 19th.—Yesterday was stormy, and so 
I stayed indoors all day ; but to-day is lovely. 
There is a camphor refinery here—there are 
but seven in the country—it smells so strong 
it makes our eyes run water; it is very hot 
in the refinery. There are mica mines six or 
seven miles away. It is not very warm here, 
and we are all well and hope you are all 
wel. Withlove to you and Mrs. Phillips. 

From your little friend, JOSIE. 


Fathers of Our Republic, 
Paine, Jefferson, Washington, 
Franklin. 


A LECTURE delivered before the Tenth A‘anual 
Congress of the American Secular Union, 
in Chickering Hall, New York 
November 13, 1886. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 


Price 15 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
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Ingersolls Works. 


he Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 

- In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
* Humboldt,” ** Thomas Paine,” * Individual- 
ity," and ‘‘ Heretics and Heresies.” 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: * The Ghosts,” * Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Ohild,” “The Declaration of In- 
dependence,” “About Farming in Illinois,” 
t The Grant Banquet,” t The Kev. Alexander 
Olark," “The Past Bises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon OC. Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25. 4 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


per, 25 cents., uu 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
8. Black, and Prof. 


Ingersoll, Judge Jeremia 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents ; cloth, $1. 

Orihodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10cents, $1.00 per doz. post pàid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 


Ingersoll Cateehised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

, Millions of these should be circulated. 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ort G. Ingersoll. Price; 15 centa. ! 

Address on the Civii Rights Bil. 
Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents. 

ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 

ound in one volume, To meet the demand 
for Mr. Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on “ Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in .halt 


calf, library style, and containing over 1,30: |. 


pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
, price of$5. Bent by mail postpaid. 
Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s * Tribute ta 
is Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grani 
Banquet Toast," and the recent address ove! 
“Little Harry Millers Grave,” that they hay 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
to any address, for 50cts, or either one for licts. 
Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new, book isa gem. It is a model in every re- 
spect.. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. _It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated “ Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and ali the famons “ tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versations of the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
& rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
purpose a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
Price,in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and siia, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant hbrary style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco; gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


Life. Prose Poem. Printed in 
eolors on board, beveled gilt edges. 50 cents. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


J. E. Remsburg's Works. 


False Claims. . Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly: 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics. 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning: 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Righix 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
Church and the Republic. 


Bible Morais. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating: Theft and Robbery: 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars of 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman: 
Cubinaness to Children; Cruelty to Animals ; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft ; 
Slavery; Polygamy: Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy: Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities, 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 
and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination ot 

: Bun ar Arguments; Origin of Christian Nab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
abb ath during the Middle Ages: The Puritan 

abbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, % cents; six copies, $1.00. 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the stor 
of the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Choive extracts from * Common Sense,” 
* American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason " are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper. 
neatly bound, and containing & handsome 
steel portrait of Paime. Price, paper, 50 cents: 
cloth, 75 cents. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cte. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 


delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention, January 29, 1884. Price, 


10 cents, 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


myMedical Compound and Improved 
lastic Supporter Truss in from 30 to 
90 days. Reliable references given, Send Y. 
stamp for circular, and say in what paper 

you saw my advertisement, Address Capt, 


W, A. Collings, Smithville Jefferson Oo. 20. Z, 


| Natural Selection. 5cts. Man and the 
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FOR 


LITTLE FOLKS. 


By AUNT ELMINA 


(Mrs, E. D. SLENKER). 


NEW YORK: 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 
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Reported for the * Truth Seeke:” by 


I. N. BAKER, 
and Printed by Permission of 
the Author, 


PHE ONLY CORRECT 


New YORK: 


EDITION. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


times. 100 pp., 25 cts. The Mirror of Free- 
thought. 50 cts. The Bible and Darwinism. 
25 cts, Biblical Errors and Secular Truths. 25 
cts, Two Revelations. 5ets. Bible Horrors; or, 
Real Blasphemy. 5 cts. 


vs. Darwin, ctae. Socrates, Buddha, and Jesus. ; 
5 cts. Christianity a Degrading Religion. 5 cts. | 
Fictitious Gods. 5 cts. Natural Man. 5 cts. 
The Old Faith and the New. 5cts, Bruno and | 
Spinoza. 5 cts. The Bible God and His Favorits. : 
5ct8, Miracle-Workers, 5cts. Health, Wealth, ' 
and Happiness. 5cts. The Brain and the Soul. i 
5cts. Nature and the Gods. 5cts. Design and. 


Animals. 5 cts. 
Address Watts and Oo., 17 Johnson's Court, 
E.C.s Lon ien, Eng. à 


PRICE,.6 CENTS. 


ry 
Was Jesus an Impostor? A debate between a | 
Scotch novelist, Agnes Rollo Wilkie, and Arthur i 
B Moss. The best conducted debate of modern 


LIQUOR DRINKING 
Bible Saints—Nos. 1, 2, FO pP Moi Moses Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 


by the Bible, 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


This is a companion book to Remsburg's “ Bible 
ower Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., - 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE WATCH OF THE FUTURE. 


The new; latest improved 14 karat filled gold 
watches are the best and most durable in the 
world for little money. Prices again rednceed. 
Seven jewels, $25 ; 11 jewels, $27.50; 15 jewels, $30 
Same, adjusted to heat and cola, $34. Ladies 7 
jeweled, $20 ; 11, $22; 15, £28; with glass inside Cap, 
$3 less; Louis XIV. style, $3 more; all best Ameri- 
can hunting stem-winders; open face, gold cap, 
$8 less; open screw case, $5 less; all cases accon- 
panied by manufacturer’s and my guarantee tur 
20 years. Above movements in 3 ounce silver’ 
Cases, $18 less; 4 ounce, $12 less; 5 ounce, $10.50 ; 
and 6 ounce, $9 less. All guaranteed one year and 
sent prepaid, if on hne of American Express 
office or per registered maii,subject to approval 
and cash refunded if not satisfactory. 


Bend me your watches to be repaired, Inclose 
$1 for cleaning; springs, $1; jewels, $1, and l will 
return in perfect order prepaid, Best, spectacles 

r eyeglasses in the worid, $1, prepaid in case. 
Bend line finest print you can read 14 inches from 
eyes without glasses. OTTO WETTS1 EIN, 

Rochelle, 

Agents wanted to sell my beautiful Freethought 
badge-pins and charms, and to send watch work 
in lots. Liberal discounts. 


Ingersoll’s Tributes. 
REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
8oll's at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram 
ing. The titles are: 

The Vision of War, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller's Grave. 

The price of these heretofore has been 75cts, We 
offer them at FIFTEEN OENTS EACH; THE 
THREE FOR FORTY CENTS. Mailed secure 

‘from breskage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
38 Lafayette PL. New York. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


ROMAN ISM, 
DANGER AHE=D. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholi 
. Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 
Prior, - = . - -  4OxwT 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


A SPLENDID WORK. 
Mr. Charles Eckhard, treasurer of the American 
Secular Union, has published 


THE NINE DEMANDS 


in a more attractiv form than any in which they 
hav previously appeared. At the head of an en- 
graving on heavy plate paper, 24x19 inches, are 
the cabinet-sized likenesses of JEFFERSON, 
WASHINGTON, and PAINE, the Fathers of our 
Bepublic. At the sides are FRANKLIN and 
JOHN ADAMS, and between these two are 
printed the Nine Demands of the American Secu- 
lar Union in conspicuous type. At the foot are 
LAFAYETTE, GIRARD, and INGERSOLL, 
making eight Jikenesses in all. Inscribed be- 
neath each portrait is some radical sentiment 
quoted from the author pictured over it. In the 


| space between the portraits and around them are 


arabesqnes of vines and flowers in profusion, and 
the panel inclosing the Nine Demands is sur- 
mounted on each corner by Mr. Eckhard's design 
of the flag above the cross. The whole makes an 
exceedingly handsome work for framing. The 
artistic part is equal to the best, and the portraits 
areas true to nature as the photographs from 
which they were transferred. The design will be 
sent postpaid by mail for $1 by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA, 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; Jos, Burgher and 
L. browne, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 

rise,the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generally 
fo the practical solution of the problem o. Integral 
On-overation. Price, $1 a year; 50 cents for six 
months. 9*5 aanta fne threa months 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


85 Cents Each. 
Address TEE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


tj 


THE TRUTH SEFKER ANNUAL, 


Price, 25 cents. 


` be said to be multum in parvo. 
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Opinions of Our Books. 


Tur STRUGGLE ror RELIGIOUS AND POLITIOAL 
LiıpertY. By Theo. C. Spencer. ‘‘ Every. 
effect must hav a cause; and, as every 
man is subject to these effects, he has a 
right to make use of his reasoning faculties 
in finding the cause.” New York: The 
Truth Seeker Co., Lafayette Place. 


This book is an educator. In fact, it may 
It is the his- 
tory of the struggles of Freethought with the 
various churches from time immemorial to 
the present. In describing these conflicts and 
victories in his introductory. chapter, the 
author says: 


We would notice that, even in this modified gov- 
ernment; the people continued the same old strug- 
gle to obtain political rights, in which victories 
would be followed by defeats; the heads of tyran- 
nical kings fall under the ax of the public execu- 
tioner; kings mounting the throne to take the 
places. made vacant by those who were forced to 
retire into banishment diagraced- all this by the 
will and power of a determined and resolute peo- 
ple. In England we would see King John signing 
the Magna Charta—the great charter of liberty, 
restraining the royal prerogativ, relieving many 
grievances of the people, and guaranteeing to 
them the enjoyment of life, liberty, and property; 
unless declared forfeited by the judgment of their 
peers,or thelaws of the land; the throne made 
vacant by revolution, to be followed by a common- 
wealth, which, on gaining sufficient authority, 
becomes & despotic government under the rule 
and control of religious fanaticism, until the peo- 
ple, exhausted and weary of the strife, placed a 
king again upon the throne. i 

William and Mary, before ascending the throne 
made vacant by the abdication of James, we find 
asBenting to the declaration of rights, in which it 
was solemnly guaranteed that Protestant subjects 
might bear arms for their defense; that elections 


' of members of Parliament might be free to all; 


that freedom of speech in Parliament should not 
be questioned in any place out of Parliament; 
that excessiv bail should not be required; and 
that cruel and unnatural punishments should not 
beimposed. , 

We would see in the New World of the West 
sturdy, earnest men and women, who had been 
driven from their homes in the Old World, by 
their religious and political persecutors, to seek 
homes in the wild forests, where they might enjoy 
equal rights with all others in the political govern- 
ment of the country, and what, to them, was the 
dearest of all privileges, the right to worship God 
according to the dictates of their own conscience, 
&and'not the conscience of a haughty king or pope. 

On civilization, and what does it, Mr. 
Spencer has the following: 

The brawny farmer may take his all with him to 
& new country; the ingenious mechanic his 
machinery; the engineer his plans for railroads 
and other public improvements; the merchant 
his goods; but still the priest would say, ‘Ail 
these men are of no account in building up and 
civilizing a country.” They would claim that it 
required a few of them to distribute the Bible and 
religious tracts to build up a lasting foundation. 
Although they may reach the country after the 
hardest of the struggle is over, still they are soon 
able to send back a vivid account, showing how 
zealous missionaries hav carried on the glorious 
work of civilizing the world by redeeming one 
more benighted spot on earth, so that the people 
are, with their Ohristian help, prosperous and 
happy. 

This book contains twenty chapters, mostly 
of historical facts, all deeply interesting. One 
chapter on Mythology compresses a world of 
information as to the origin of our Bible and 
its stories. This chapter is so interesting, 
and contains so much that thousands of pages 
of mythology must be read tō obtain, that 
New Thought readers may draw on us within 
thirty days for a five-page extract.—JVew 


Thought. 


The Truth Seeker Publishing Company hav 
become the leading Liberal publishers in this 
country, and almost every week we receive 
something new from their prolific presses. 
And they are doing good work, both in the 
mechanical execution of their books and in 
the mental and moral quality of their contri- 
butions to the Freethought literature of the 
world. : ! 

Here is the contents table of Mr. Spencer's 
book, and it will giv the reader some idea of 
the scope and tendency of the publication : 


Introductory. the Beginning, the Pagans and 
Jewe, the Church of Rome, Mormonism, Moham- 
medanism, Dogmatiam, Martin Luther and John 
Calvin, the Godhead, Persecution of Early Chris- 
tians, Christians Persecute Christians, the Wrongs 
of Ireland, Hugnenots Persecute Catholics, Cath- 
olics Persecute Huguenots, the Puritans, the Pil- 
grims, the Revolution, the Cuurch of England, 
Protestants of America, Slavery, the Cause 
Found. 

Mr. Chas. Eckhard, treasurer of the Amer- 
ican Secular Union, sends us, through the 
Truth Seeker Company, a beautiful photo- 
engraving group of portraits, the size of the 
sheet being 19x24 inches and containing as a 
center piece the Demands of Liberalism, 
nicely printed. In the upper left-hand corner 
we find the portrait of Jefferson, with thia 
motto from his writings: f 

In every country and in every age the priest has 
been hostil to liberty. 

In the center at the top is Washington's 
portrait, with the words beneath: 


The government of the United States is not in 

any sense fonnded on the Christian religion. 
Inthe upper right-hand corner comes Paine 
with: : 

The world is my country; to do good my religion. 

At the left of the Demands is Franklin, 
saying: . 

Don’t let me be mistaken—it was not for Christ? 

Bake, but for your sake. i 
At the right is John Adams, with this sen- 
tence: 

Their [Jesuits] restoration is indeed a step 
toward darkness, cruelty, perfidy, despotism, 
death, and—— 

In the lower left-hand corner we see Lafay- 
ette, and he says: 

May this immense temple of freedom ever stand 


asa lesson to oppressors, an example for the op- 
pressed, a sanctuary for the rights of mankind. 


In the middle at the bottom Stephen Girard 
looks out, and, concerning his college, says : 

Ienjoin and require that no ecclesiastic, mis- 
sionary, or minister of any sect whatsoever, shall 
hold or exercise any station or duty whatever in 
said college; nor shall any such person ever be 
admitted for any purpose, or as a Visitor, within 
the premises appropriated to the purpose of the 
said college. 

In the lower right-hand corner we find the 
last portrait of the group, that of R. G. In- 
gersoll, and this is his challenge. to the ene- 
mies of liberty : 

The combined wisdom and genius of mafikind 
cannot conce'vecf an argument against the lib- 
erty of thought. 

It will be observed that each portrait is 
followed: by a selection from the writings of 
the person himself. Price $1. For sale at 
this office.— Lucifer. 


GOOD WORDS FOR ELMINA'S BOOKS. 

I hav received Elmina’s ** The Darwins” 
and ' John's Way." They are excellent. 
I hardly know which I like best. John's 
way was a pretty good way, and the Darwins 
were such a nice family, Í wish we had them 
for neighbors, so I could know more of 
them. 

We like “ Little Lessons on Science.” I 
&m reading it aloud to my little girl. It is 
splendid. I hope there will be more such 
books for Liberal children. 

Mrs. JENNIE Vosg QRAHAM. 

Casseiton, Dak. 


Very Cheap Pamphlets. 
‘0: 
We hav on hand a large number of the following 
of COLONEL -INGERSOLL’S pamph ets, which 
will be disposed of at cost, as fol ows: 
Ingersoll € itechised: 


His Answers to a Number of Vital Questions Pro- 
pounded by the Editor of the “San Franciscan ;” 
singly, 3 cents; per dozen, 30 cents; per hundred, 


:2. 00. 
: ORTHODOXY, 


A lecture, fifty-four closely printed large 12mo 
pages, 10 cents; fifteen, $1; and $6 per hundred. 


Civil Rights Speech, 


Including the address of Frederick D^uglas, fifty- 
three-large octavo pages, singly, 10 cents; fifteen 
for $1; aad $6 per hundred. 

Tne Truth of History, 
This is a comment by Colonel Ingersoll upon 
the religious lies that hav been told about him- 
self, and first made its appearance in thesé col- 
umns. Price 3 cents; 30 cents per dozen; $2 per 
hundred. 

BIBLE IDOLATRY, 

A letter Colonel Ingersoil wrote to the editor of 
the London “Secular Review.” Price 8 cents; 30 
cents per doz., or $2 per hundred. 


INGERSOLL ON McGLYNN, 


Being the comments and opinions of Mr. Inger- 
soll upon the fight in the Catholic church between 
the late pastor of St. Stephen’s and his employer, 
the pope. Price 3 cents; 30 cents per doz., or $2 
per hundred. 

We suggest that these be purchased in quanti- 
ties, and given away to Christiane, and 1t is with 
that not unreasonable exp. ctation that the crices 
hav been placed so low. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 La ayette Pi.. New York. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Hract Ratios in Its 
Acquirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 


Price, Cloth, . . $1.00, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York, 


XeXYX2 Y PE WX X" Y Y. 
BIBLE MYTHS 
AND THEIR i 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


The object of the work ıs to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations: and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. on 

“Tt ig unquestionably true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else so accessible as they are now made 
in the work before u8."—N. Y. Sun. 

1vol.8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.50. 


Us Vi 8 ; 
—0— 

A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 


both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
—o— 

The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. 


TOGETHER WITH 
A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 
78pp. Price 15 cents. . 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Address 


ELEMENTS 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY 


FOR 
HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS AND 
FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 


By Prof H M.Cottinger, A.M. 


This book is just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2.00f 
years B.C., on up to 1888, all in a nutsheill.—Elmina 
Slenker, 

As a text-book in schools, the book would oceupy 
an important place; in the family it would be nc 
less important, as conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Wixon. 

Mr. Cottinger's intentions in wrting this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable; it may 
be commended as fulfilling its purpose of. a cou- 
cise and interesting historical text-book.—Miwau- 
kee Sentinel. 

PRICE, CLOTH, $1.50. 


For Schools in Quantities, $1.50. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS, 


The Heathens of the Heath, ‘A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonnell. 
guthor of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 

est, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 


All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
Miss Susan H. Wixon. “The great charm of 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness, 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 

ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
rom 80 gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethoughtranks." Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition. By 
g inwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 

N cents. d 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 
SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
ülustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in nglish or German 
À new cheap edition at only $1.50. 


SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr, E. B, Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2, 

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound, 
volume of “ Science in Story.") 50 cents. 


HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. s 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam- 
phlets). By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “ Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, advocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” consi wee the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well. By mail, 10 cents each. 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). ‘The Law 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages, cloth 


bound, $2; ‘‘ Heredity,” by Loring Moody, 159 
ages, cloth 5 cents; «The Law of Heredity," by 
E H. Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 


HumanTemperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; “ Generation before Regen 
eration,” by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; “Re 
orts of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
1882,” 10 cents; “Third Annual Convention of the 
Tastitnte of Heredity, May 29, 1883,” 10 cents, 
Afidrace THE TRUTH OHERKER 


REPLY 
TO REV. L. A. LAMBERT'S 
“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.” 
By B. W. Lacy. 
A thorough exposure of the Catholic priest's 
Historical misstatements, 
Pring Math. tI; Panar, 560 Canta. 


HISTORY 


OF THE 


INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 


Of Europe. 
By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 
Revised Edition —2 vols—Price, $3 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


(The fifth |: 


W.S BELL'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Conflict between Christianity 
and Civilization. 


PRICE, To 3 = = 7 15 CENTS. 


It is a stunner; concise, scholarly, and good.— 
E. Billings. $ í 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
PRICE, 16 CENTS. 

Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful © 
discourse.—James Parton. : 

Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Man.—T. B. Wakeman. i 

A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. Itis avery 
abis paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 

ge. i 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
‘ PRICE, 20 CENTS. 

The number of heads under which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet,and , 
the concise manner in which each point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
I take great pleasure in recommending.‘ Anti- 
Prohibition ” to the consideration of ay person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self-gavernment.— 
J.J. McCabe. ` 

Price 15 conta. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


For sale at this oftice. - 


The Present and the Future 


Republic of North America, 
BY A CAPITALIST, 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. ‘The 
remedy, the author thinks, isin communal life, 
and be has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it will be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. i 


Paper,50e; cioth, $l. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
iS THE COD OF ISRAEL 
THE TRUE COD? 
The Narrativ of the Five Books of Moses, 
Joshua, and Judges, and the 
New Testament. 
By Israel W. Groh. 


Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


OR, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


Price 25 cents. - 


BY 
H, J. SEIGNEURET, 
Secularist. 
Price, - - - - 10 cente. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER 


DEATH IMPROBABLE. 
By L. R. SMITH. i 
Pamphlet, 32pp., 12mo, - Price, 10 cents. 
Published and for sale by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE STRUGGLE 
: FOR 
Re igion and Politica! Liberty. 
By THEO. C. SPENCER. 
Cloth, 12mo., 138pp., price 75 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


The Secret of the East " 


OR, l 
The Origin of the Christian Religion 
and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 

Price, $1.00. “For sale at this office. 
ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 
A COMPEND OF THE NATURAL Laws or InN- 

DUSTRIAL PRODUOTION AND 


ExoHANGE 


By J. K. InGarrs, author of ‘‘ Social Wealth.” 
: Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE CONFESSIONAL 


ROMISH AND ANGLICAN. 
An Huxposé. 
By SALADIN. Price, 30 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


DID JESUS CHRIST RISE FROM 
THE DEAD? 
The Hvidences for the Resurrection Tried 
and Found Wanting. 
By Saladin. 


PRICE, - 2% CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


CALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cai. 
OANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
COLORADO, ] 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 
E. A: Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. i . 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk 
KANBAB. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 
MAINE. 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). ace: 
MASSAOHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
. MIOHIGAR. 
. &. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
S. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Chas. Sach, 138 8. Division St., Grand Rapids. 
Swan & Co., 8? Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 
Phillip Roeder, 322 Olive st., 8t. Louis. 
E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 
Lang & Co., 709 Olive st., St. Louis. 
. NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
l NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. ~ 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st.. Brooklyn. . 
Henry Adler, cor. Essex and Grand streets. 
OHIO. 
N. Hexter, 308 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Oleveland. 
OREGON. nes 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis, 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila. 
Zorge Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 8,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
TENNESSEE. 
Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
i TEXAS. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 
UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 
. ; ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. . 


Robt. G. Ingersoli’s 
OPENING SPERCH TO THE JURY 


in the suit of the 
Bankers’ end "Bserchants? 
grapi Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 


So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that TuE TRUTH SEEXER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to. those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


QD YT X7 CAVIN WW 
X -$5 INKED 


Tele- 


AR X "UD 
oR, 
The Church of Practical Religion. 


BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient navrativ about it to interest the reader and 

` hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


. For sale at this Office. Price, $1.00. 
S. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Oriticisms o 
Universology. Price, 20 cta. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
“A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day.”—Jonn 
Swinton’s Paper. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein iti 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 

Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to ms, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Dr. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His. Life. A Romance of 
Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Dou' He Lend a Hand, and 


other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 


Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 
version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 


“For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
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Touch and Workmanship. 


Col. Kelso's Works. |The Public Schools 


The Bible Analyzed. 
hammer Logic unsurpassed.” 
silk cloth, $8. 


“For Sledge- 
8vo., 838pp., 


Deity Analyzed and the Devil's De- 


fense. A thorough analysis of the 
claims for the existence of the Bible deity, and 
an examination in verse of the charges. gener- 
ally brought against his Satanic majesty. 
12mo, 466pp., 11.50. ~ 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 


goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to: 


show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 


ing the alleged truths of that philosophy., 


Cloth, 12m0, 245pp., $1. 


Infidel Death Beds, 
By G. W. FOOTE. 


Price - - - -. 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


HOW TO STRENGTHEN 
THE MEMORY; 
OR, 
Natural and Scientific Methods of 
Never Forgetting. i 
By M. L. HOLBROOK, M, . 
12mo0, 160 pp. = = = = $1.00 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Latayette Pl., New York. 
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NEW YORK: 


Seeker Annual? 


4 reethinkens’ Almanar, 
1887. 


(E. M. 287) 


+ WITH + ILLUSTRATIONS. + 


CONTENTS. 


Freethought in the United States, 1886, - 
Liberty. Address by Grover Cleveland, 


The Coming Dawn. By D. Louis Bodge, 
Freethought Abroad, - 


Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the 
States and Territories of the United States, 


The Right to Testify. By F. M. Holland, 3 
The American Secular Union. By Samuel P. 


The Parson. A Story. By Si Slokum, 


AND THE 


Catholic Church. 


—0— . 
By L. K. Washburn, 
—o— 
EXTRACT. 

“I could pronounce n^ benediction upon Ro. 
manism, It hs done mischief enough to deserve 
transportation for life. I regard Roman Chri - 
tianity as the worst form of tyranny. It com- 
mands the arm to work and the brain t> die: is 
feeds faith and starves thought; it loves opp-es- 
sion and hates liberty. It has given falsehood a 
crown and truth a scaffold.” 

PRICE, 5 CENTS. 
Address THR TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayet'e Piaco, New York. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 


Price 10 cents. ; 
Address TuE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, itis now known to be the work of W. 
H. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cenis. 
For sale at this office. 


il 


CASE 


b 


HAND SQUARE. | 
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PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industria] Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rate 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write, 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Earl 
of Essex and his bride, a.p., 1590. By Wm. HENRY 
BURR. Priee, 2 cents, For sale at this office. 


““SHOPPEL’S MODERN HOUSES” No, 8. 
(Published, July 1, 1886) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece sho ng the modern style 
of painting. ; 

A cardboard supplemen! ingeniously drawn and 
colored, to supply all tho neccessary pieces for 
constructing a model house with plain directions 
for putting them together. 

While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it ia more than a 
toy. Itis, in fact, a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, so exact that it is useful to 
builders, — 

55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 
$500 to $15,000) 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1 New Design for a Chapel. 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 

(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 

An áÁrticle.on Villa Park Associations. 

SENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE, $1. 
Address 


TEE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASSO'N 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of afl Anti-Bibli 
eal Works, 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


“The Author-Hero of the Revolution,” 
Price, Single Copies, eae Six copies for 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 


ration.” 
Price, 35 cents, 


For either of these works, or any of Paines 
writings, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES 


OONTENTS: i 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.— Zadig 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist. —The Princes. 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Orowus. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas,— 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the White 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversatior 
With a Chinese.—Plato's Dream.—A Pleasure ir 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid paper With 6% 


engravings. Price, cloth, bevele oards, $2.00 
Half calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE DAWNING, 


A NOVEL. 


“ Oh, heaven! Apollo is once more among the 
herdsmen of Admetus, and the herdsmen know 
not it is the Sun-god !” 


An octavo volume of nearly 400 pages, bound in 
cloth, Price, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Co., 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 

From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION. 

Price, 50 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


WORKS OF O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 


Christianity a Reward for Crime. 


Authenticated by the Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 29 pages, - - - 10c. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 
Paper, 12mo, 47 pages, - - a 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 25c. 


15c 


A Masonic Vindication of Right. 
A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 86 pages; - ~- - - 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

28 Lafayette Pl., New York 


15c. 
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diews of the Week. 


in Brooklyn last 


Dr. MoGrynn spoke 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, AUGUST 6, 1887. 


THE ORDER OF CREATION. 


4 Discussion Between 
Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, 
Linton, Reville, 


Sunday evening to an audience of over 3,000. | On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 


Tue torrid weather has now lasted nearly 
six weeks without intermission. The death 
rate in New York is large but not without 
precedent. d 


Booptzrr MoGanRnieLE, 


OONTENTS: 
I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship, By Hon. 
. E. Gladstone. 
I. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 
preters of Nature. By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 
III. Postsoript to Bolar Myths. By Prof. Max 
aller, 


Ty. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. 


y Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 


Y. Dawn of Creation. An Answer to Mr. Glad- 


stone. By Albert Reville, D.D 


VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. 


By Prof. T. H. 


Huxley. 
VIL. A Protest anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 


on 


This is à new book and contains the latest discus- 
i The names of the 
participants are a guarantee of its able character. — 


sion on the mistakes of Moses, 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CQ. ., 
28 Lafayette Pl..New York. 


the convicted Chicago 


alderman, is safe in Can- 


ada. 


Lawyer REED, who de- 


fended Guiteau, attempt- 


ed suicide by jumping | 


from a New Jersey ferry- - 
boat last Saturday. 


Tus Voice, a Prohibition 
organ, states that nearly 
ninety bar-rooms are do- 
ing an open business in 
the Prohibition city of 
Bangor, Me. 

Tue Rev. G. M. Han- 
selman, of Brooklyn, was 
Stricken with & bemor- 


rhage while intoning ves- 


pers last Sunday, and 
died immediately. 


To make a test case, 
a New York policeman 
arrested a Chinese laun- 
dryman last Sunday for 
ironing shirts. The judge 
spoiled the test by dis- 
charging the prisoner. [ex 

Tux pope has decided 
that there is no need of a 


z N Tag Are" 
special letter in regard to 


"^ 


ER í lintas, i 


4 LM TEM eg 


the Knights of Labor, 


who, he says, will not be 
molested by the church 
so long as the members 
remain good Catholics. 


Jonn Taytor, head of 
the Mormon church, is 
reported to hav died last week. He had} 
been in hiding for two years under an indict- 
ment for polygamy. 

Tue Scotch cutter Thistle is on her way to 
New York to try for the America's cup. 


JzrrERSoN Davis recently wrote a strong 
letter to ex-Governor Lubbock, of Texas, 
denouncing Prohibition on the ground that 
the world is governed too much. 

A Jew called Rabbi Hirsch died in Brook. 
lynlast week whose age was said to be 109. 
He was born in Poland in 1778, and saw 
Napoleon on his march to Moscow. 


Miss HusaBog, who was betrayed by the 
Rev. Peter Roberts, Congregationalist, of 
Pittsburgh, Pa., under promis of marriage, 
has sued the pastor for breach of promis, lay- 
ing the damages at $50,000. 

A company met at a house in Brooklyn last 
Sunday evening to baptize a child in the 
name of the father, son, and Holy Ghost. A 
quarrel arose during the proceedings,and Den- 
nis Hillen stabbed Michael Mullen to death. 


Tur Free Religious Association is holding 
4 camp-meeting at Cassadaga Lake, New 
York. The platform is reported to be free 
for the expression of all religious sentiments 
“from Presbyterianism to Atheism.” The 
managers are Spiritualists. 

Tar Fall River steamboat line is about 
to build the largest steamer ever launched. 
She is to be 420 feet long over all, 52 feet 
beam, and 21 feet depth of hold. She will 
hav 855 state-rooms and 7,500 horse-power 
engins, will be called the Puritan, and will 
cost $1,500,000. 

Tur Rev. Ulysses S. Glick is pastor of a 
Methodist church at Harrisburg, Pa., but he 
did not preach a week ago Sunday.. While 
on his way to his pulpit he was arrested by a 
constable and compelled to marry a young 
woman who was the mother of a three- 
months-old child. He acknowledges his 
guilt. 

Tar Rev. William Thomas Abbott is a 
Methodist preacher recently located at Ches- 
terton, Ind. While there he seduced and 
eloped with a young girl named Susie Beck, 
taking her to St. Louis, where they lived as 
husband and wife. On the 18th ult. Susie 
died under suspicious circumstances, and 
Abbott fled. It is now discovered that she 
was poisoned, and that the arsenic which 
caused her death was administered by Abbott 
ostensibly to produce an abortion. The police 
are on the lookout for him. 


daughter of Elon the Hittite. 


Odds ad Ends. 


TuE Chinese always weep at their weddings. As 
usual, the Chinese are ahead. 


“ RESOLVED, That the common schools in this 
country hav done more for its prosperity than the 
circus,” was the question before a Paterson, N. J., 
debating society last week, Decided in the nega- 
tiv. E 

“Lire has been for mea succession of sad 
blows,” said Mr. Breather. “ Ah !” said the new 
pastor, sympathetically, ‘‘ Yes, indeed,” replied 
the parishioner, ''I've had the asthma twenty- 
two years," 


“ Ma,” said Bobby, ** hav I been a very good boy 
to-day?” ‘Yes, Bobby, and I am very proud of 
you." ‘ Well, will you do me a favor, ma:?” “If 
it’s reasonable, Bobby. Whatisit?" ‘Let me go 
to bed to-night without saying my prayers.” 


* REMEMBER, Bobby,” said his mother, ‘‘ when 
you are about to do something you know to be 
wrong, that, although I may not see you, there is 
one who does.” “Who do you mean ?"inqnired 
Bobby, anxiously. **God." **Oh," said Bobby, 
with a look of intense relief, “I thought you 
meant pa." 


“Do you not often wonder, George,” she said, 
softly, as they stood at the gate, “at the infinit 
number of stars, where that vast, silent, eternal 
procession is going, and whence it came?" ‘‘Ye-es,’”’ 
replied George, rather hesitatingly, **but don't 
you find that to look at the sky for any length of 
time makes the back of your neck ache?" 


PUBLISHER : “ Got that case of Bibles packed for 
the Old Orchard camp-meeting, William?” Will- 
iam: ‘Yes, sir, The order was light this season; 
only four dozen. Shalt I hang out the express 
card?” Pubisher: * No, never mind. The box 
can go in the same freight-car with that consign- 
ment of * As In a Looking-Glass’ novels.” 


THREE Frenchmen who were studying a volume 
of Shakspere in their nativ language endeavored 
to translate into English the well-known opening 
to Hamlet’s soliloquy, **'To be, or not to be.” The 
following was the result : First Frenchman: “To 
was, or not toam." Second ditto : ** To where, or 
is to not” Third ditto: “To should, or not to 
will.” ^ 


JAKE SHARP, who has just been convicted of 
bribery, is said to hav never drunk anything 
stronger than milk. Mr. Sharp's sad fate should 
teach our youth to drink something stronger than 
mi—that is, to swear off drinking milk, before 
they are drawn into the awful whirlpool of—of —of 
one thing and another, if not worse.—Norristown 
Heraid. 

Deacon Happem: “Put that air picter-book 
daoun immejetiy, Jonathan Haddem! Don't ye 
know it’s a sin ter read sech literatoor on th' holy 
Sabbath! Nex’ y'know yell be wantin’ ter take 
th’ Peter Parleys off^n th’ best-room mantel afore 
church!” (Grabs book from his son’s hands, and 
is soon buried head over heels in its contents him- 
self.) Jonathan: “I don’t see why I can't read it 
if you do, dad. It’s jest as much Sabbath fer you 


%3 "tis fer me!" The deacon (guiltily): ‘‘I—er—' 


ESAU CAUSETH HIS PARENTS TO GRIEVE. 


And Esau was forty years old when he took to wife Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and Bashemath the 
Which were a grief of mind unto Isaac and to Rebekah.—Gen. xxvi, 84, 35. 


Gems of Thonght. 


In spreading peace over the world, Christianity 
has proved a failure. If war is ever done away 
with, and the nations study peace instead of war, 
Rationalism will hav to effect it; Christianity will 
hav to giv way, and a better religion take its 
place.—D. M, Bennett. 


I wav already lived long enough to see the pass- 
‘ng away of several successiv stars, each one of 
which seemed, in its season, 


to enlighten the whole 


world—in the days when 


Ooleridge was in the zenith 


wa’n’t readin’ it, my son; I wuz jest—er-er—seein' 
what it said !" 

* WournDp you believe it,” she gurgled, “while I 
was bathing in the sea the other morning a nasty 
crab fastenec itself to my toe?" *“ Quite an intel- 
ligent erab, I should think," her lover replied. 


'* Intelligent! Why do you think so?” “ Because 


it knew how to catch on toa nice thing.” Then 
she blushed, and when he attempted to take a kiss 
8he made scarcely any resistance, 


ON THE UMBRIA. 

Staid-looking passenger: * Will you kindly let 
me know when we cross the three-mile shore-limit, 
sir?” 

First officer : ‘Certainly sir. Defaulter?" 

Passenger: “ Do Ilook like one? No, sir. Iam 
a deacon of Saint Pharisee’s church, and the rest 
of the boys in the smoking-room hav regard 
enough for my calling not to start the game until 
we get out of the diocese.” 


“ STRANGER,” he said, as he tendered his pocket- 
pistol, “join me in à drink. You'll find that the 
real old stuff," ‘Thanks, no liquor," was the 
reply. ‘‘ Well, will yousmokea cigar?" ‘Not any 
cigars.” An old gentleman who had observed all 
this grasped the stranger warmly by the hand. 
* Sir," he said, ‘it fills my heart with joy to see a 
young man like you turn away from such vile de- 
stroyers,” ‘‘Yes, sir,” the young man replied; 
“ you see I’m a prize-fighter in training, and I've 
got to go slow.” i 


H. W. RIPLEY, of Portland, Me., who has passed 
forty-nine summers in the White Mountains, tells 
a story about Henry Ward Beecher. Mr. Beecher 
once drove a passenger wagon from the Twin to 
the Crawford, just for fun. In turning around, 
his team became tangled up, and his wagon bid 
fair to tip, when a Portland and Ogdensburg con- 
ductor, looking out of achamber window of the 
hotel, shouted, ‘ Let go your leaders, you —— old 
fool!" “ That’s good advice, young man,” was Mr. 
Beecher’s calm reply, as he followed it. 


Last Sunday a favorit local minister was deliv- 
ering an impassioned account of the destruction 
of Gomorrah, He thundered away until he dis- 
turbed the tired boomers in the front pews 
* What," he shouted, * what could be worse than 
that city’s lot!" “If it’s a city lot," replied a just- 
awakened man, “I'll giv you$75a foot." ** Eighty!” 
shouted another speculator in the gallery, aroused 
by the familiar sounds. ** Ninety!” roared another, 
jumping up. “One hundred!” And the whole 
congregation chipped in and would hav boomed 
Gomorrah clear out of sight had not the sexton 
with great presence of mind called the worshipers 
to their senses by passing round the plate. That 
busted the corner. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


OR, 
Men of Business Who Did Something Besides 
Making Money. A Book for Young Americans. 


BY JAMES PARTON. 


Price, 
Address 


$1.25, 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


for instanca, or Cousin, or 
Comte, or J. 8. Mill, or, if 
you please, Emerson, After 
all, these seeming triumphs 
are often temporary; and 
the real safety is to be 
found in free discussion and 
in giving the advocates of 
each school their say.—Z, W, 
Higginson. 


THE annual judgment day 
in which the Jews believed 
is nearer the truth than the - 
jndefinit doomsday of Chris- 
tian superstition. Every 
day is, indeed, a judgment 
day, wherein man reaps 
what he has sown, and new 
truth sentences old error; 
but there are eras in his- 
tors, worlds of belief and 
feeling, that come to an 

. end, others that come into 
existence, No clock strikes 
as they go or come. They 
come and go “ without ob- 
servation."—Af, D. Conway. 


t Notuine can long endure 
~ which has not struck root 
into the true, the admira- 
ble, the everlasting ; and 
Christianity has now en- 
dured for nearly two thou- 
sand years. But it is a 
product of humanity, and 
every thing human is born 
todie. To-day Christianity 
is dying-a lingering death 
—to be prolonged until its 
usefulness to the world shall 
hav been wholly exhausted. 
To many it is dead already, 
aud the number of these is 
increasing day by day.—The 
Impeachment of Christianity 


SWEET day, so cool, so calm, so bright, 

The bridal of the earth and sky, ` 

Sweet dews shall weep thy fall to-night, 
For thou must die 


Sweet rose, whose bue, angry and brave, 
Bids the rash gazer wipe his eye, 
Thy root is everin its grave; 
And thou must die, 
—Qeorge Herbert (1593-1682). 


WHEN many violins play together, each taking a 
part in relation to all the rest,a much grander 
music is the result than any single instrument 
could produce.— George Macdonald, 


WE were once accosted by an inquisitiv Irish- 
man thus: “ D'ye believe in the mother of God?” 
"No." “By gory, thin, y're Atheist. I wouldn't 
be in your boots for twenty pounds." Was that a 
satisfactory basis for classification? Professor 
Huxley had a cook who got on a drunken spree’ 
and made such a row in the house that the police 
were called. As she was hustled through the 
yard she sent back a blast, of which all that could 
be heard was an emphatic "damn Atheist.” Is 
Professor Huxley, therefore, to be ranked as a 
“pronounced Atheist?” But if a drunken cook is 
not an authority, is a sober bigot any better ?7— 
Popular Science Monthly. 

WHEN I consider that without a miracle the 
stars swing in their circles, that without & miracle 
seed-time and harvest keep their punctual round, 
that without a miracle ihe immanent life climbed 
from the fiery mist of worlds unmade to all their 
myriad shapeliness and interacting harmony, to 
mineral and vegetable and animal life, and from 
the wallowing saurian to the man or woman whom 
you love—when I consider all these things, I must 
confess it seems to me little less than blasphemous 
to suggest that the power which is equa! to them 
allis not equal to the development of humanity 
from any possible depth to any possible hight, by 
methods as serene as those which keep the stars - 
from wandering or convert the substance of the 
planet into human smiles and tears.—J. W. Chad- 
wick, 

STERN law-giver! Yet thou dost wear 
The godhead’s most benignant grace; 
Nor know we anything so fair 
As is the smile upon thy face ; 
Flowers laugh before thee in their beds; 
And fragrance in thy footing treads; 
Thou dost preserve the stars from wrong; 
And the most ancient heavens, through thee, are 
fresh and strong. 
Giv unto me, made lowly wise, 
The spirit of self-sacrifice ; 
The confidence of reason giv, ' 
And, in the light of truth, thy bondman let me 
liv! —Wordsworth’s Ode to Duty. 


Tuat over-exertion of the intellect in youth does 
a man harm is true, though not a very fruitful 
proposition; but knowledge does not destroy de- 
cisivness : it only turns it from thé decisivness of 
a bull into the decisivness ofa man, Which na- 
tions do the great works? The educated nations, 
or Mexico and Spain ?— Goldwin Smith, 


I wri hav a care of being a slave to myself, for 
it isa perpetual, a shameful, and the heaviest of: 
all slaveries; and I may arrest it by moderate 
desires,— Seneca, 
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SOME PARTS OF THE WEST. 


SOME EXAMPLES OF CHRISTIAN FAITH IN CONNECTION WITH THE DROUGHT IN 


Glotes and Clippings. 


A ourrious old anchor, very probably lost 
by the early French missionaries, was found 
at the head of Green Bay. It appears to hav 
been constructed from a young maple-tree 
having three branches from the root. Another 
bar was fastened on. Thus far it is like a 
round-topped stool with four legs. On the 
bottom of these legs were fastened, with 
mortis and tenon, the flukes, which’ were 
bars of oak crossing each other. 


A NUGGET of gold weighing 156 ounces and 

5 pennyweights was recently found near 

Breckenridge. It is worth as & specimen 

close to $5,000. It is said to be the largest 

' lump of gold ever found in California, but 

one almost, if not quite as large, was taken 

from the Little Annie mine in Summit dis- 

trict, Rio Grande county, late in 1876. Aus- 

tralia produced the largest nugget of gold 

. ever discovered. It weighed 136 pounds, 
&nd was found at Ballarat, near Geelong. 


Tue London Chronicle reports a curious 
outbreak of superstitition in Spain. A crazy 
woman at Torrox gave out that the Virgin 
Mary had appeared to her, and told her to 
preach a new gospel for the salvation of man- 
kind, as the end of the world was at hand. 
The woman’s story was believed, and the 
whole village was soon in a state of frenzy. 
Like the primitiv Christians, they went in at 
once for community of goods. Finally they 
burnt their valuables and clothes in a big fire, 
round which they all danced in a state of 
nudity. The gendarmerie arrived just in 
time to prevent the parents from flinging 
their children into the flames. 


Tax conviction of several druggists in 
Pittsburgh last week for selling soda water on 
Sunday, notwithstanding their plea that soda 
water isa necessity because it is a medicin, 
suggests to the Sum a consideration of what 
might be the state of thirsty people in this 
big town if the Sunday Closing Association 
should get a similar decision from a New York 
court. Next to the corner liquor saloon the 
corner drug store, perhaps, numbers the most 
patrons, and if soda water is to become & 
tabooed drink on Sunday thirsty travelers on 
that day may hav to carry refreshing liquids 
in their pockets or hand bags, or perchance 
resort with the horses to the watering troughs, 
if they can find any. 


Iris physically easier to giv money to the 
churches now than it was two hundred years 
ago, when the following was the order at the 
contribution box: ‘‘The Magistrates and 
chiefe Gentlemen first, and then the elders 
and all the congregation of men and most of 
them that are not of the Church, all single 
persons, widows, and women in absence of 
their husbands, come up one after another 
one way, and bring their offerings to tlie 
Deacon at his seate and put it into a box of 
wood for the purpose, if it bee money or 
papers ;.if it be any other chattle, they set it 
or lay it downe before the Deacons, and so 
passe another way to their seats again." In 
those days the clergy had the people by the 
throat, and knew they would pay at how- 
ever great inconvenience. Nowadays, & 
polite deacon gently insinuates the contribu- 
tion box under the notice of the alleged wor- 
shiper, and with deferential manner craves a 
“ tribute to the Lord.” And the box is not 
always heavy with cash, at that! 


Tnx question of the successor to the presi- 
dency of the Mormon church has been settled 
temporarily by the appearance of an address 


. signed by Wilford Woodruff, president of the 


Apostles. He says: ‘As upon two former 
occasions in our history, the duty and respon- 
sibility of presiding over and directing the 
affairs of the Church of Jesus Christ in all 
the world devolves upon the twelve apostles. 
With the blessing of the Lord and the faith 
and prayers of his people, we hope to do our 
duty until we, too, shall be laid to rest." It 
has been thought by some that either George 
Q. Cannon or Joseph Smith, nephew of the 
original Joseph Smith, would assume the 
leadership. Woodruff is in the regular line 
of succession, and his address, assuming con- 
trol, would indicate there is to be no depart- 
ure from the orders. Woodruff is eighty 
years old, and a man of mediocre ability. 
He has been in hiding two years, and is still 
out of sight to all save the faithful. 


Tas Rev. W.W. Everts, a Southern preacher, 
is a cool beggar. He writes in the National 
Baptist: “If the provisions contemplated 
by the Blair Bill are to fall into the hands of 
political manipulators and cultured skeptics 
seeking employment and position, and not 
into the hands of religious people, in all ages 
and all lands the trusted educators of the peo- 
ple, the rejection of them by the South may 
be no evil. Will not the Christian educators 
of the South, as well as of the North, agree 
upon some basis of coöperation by which the 
present drift toward secularization of all 
public schools, colleges, &nd universities re- 
ceiving subsidies from the state may be ar- 
rested? May not the denominational schools 
share the state funds and the public charities 


80 equitably as to make separate state endow- 
ments, with their moral and physical perils, 
unnecessary?” There is one consolation to be 
derived by Secularists, and that is that the 
Blair Bill has no prospect of becoming law. 


A PENSION examiner in Illinois was required 
to take the deposition of an applicant for a 
pension who seemed very positiv about the 
date on which he contracted a severe cold, 
which resulted in & chronic difficulty, for 
which he claimed the bounty of the govern: 
ment. His positivness as to the date led to 
the inquiry how it was that he could swear 
to an incident which was comparativly 
trival when it occurred. He said: ''Iknow 
that the cold was contracted on the 21st of 
February, 1862, because Bob Ingersoll was 
married on the following day. How do I 
come to remember that so well? Why, Bob 
was the colonel of our regiment. I was on 
guard duty near Peoria on the night of the 
21st: It was as cold as I ever felt it, and as 
Istood at my post Bob came along, and after 
saluting him Isaid, 'Bob, if you don't giv 
me an overcoat, a bottle of whisky, or relieve 
me from this duty, I will freeze to death.’ 
He replied, * Pll do all three. With that he 
took off his overcoat, which had been made 
as a portion of his wedding outfit, and handed ' 
it tome. Then from his inside pocket he 
hoisted out a flask of prime old red-eye and 
chucked that over too. After that he left me 
and returned to his quarters,and I'll be blamed 
if he didn’t issue orders for the relief of the 
entire guard, as he said it was too cussed 
cold for guard duty that night. You see, that 
event impressed dates on my memory, and I 
am not likely to soon forget Colonel Bob's 
wedding.” —Bufalo Times. 
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The Bible of Nature; or, The Principles of 
Secularism. 


A CONTRIBUTION TO THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE. 
BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 
Author of “ Physical Education,” “The Secret of the East,” etc. 


I.— Puysroat Maxims. 
CHAPTER III.—CHASTITY. 
A.— Lessons of Instinct. 


The manifestations of the sexual instinct are guided’ 


by the plain and emphatic monitions of a physical 
conscience, developed partly with the primordial 
evolution of our organism, partly by the hereditary 
experience transmitted during the social development 
of our species. The guardians of our prevailing sys- 
tem of ethics, too, have enforced the regulations of 
their added supervision with a zeal apparently justi 
fied by the importance of its purpose; but an analy- 
sis of those regulations strikingly illustrates the perils 
of abandoning the plain path of Nature, to follow 
the vagaries of hyper-physical dogmatists. The 
Nature guided bias of sexual intuitions refers to time, 
selection, and circumstantial restrictions. The con- 
trol of our clerical moralists ignores the first and 
second law of modification, while their recognition of 
the third involves a large number of irrelevant and 
irrational precepts. 

In a state of nature, instinct and circumstances 
cooperate in the prevention’ of sexual precocity. 
Active exercise furnishes a vent to those potential 
energies which physical sloth forces to explode in 
sensual excesses ‘The adult males of all species of 
vertebrate animals fiercely resent the encroachments 
of immature rivals. Savages postpone their nuptials 
to a period of life when the possession of property or 
prestige enables them to undertake the adequate 
support of a family. In countries where both sexes 
spend a large portion of their time in outdoor occu- 
pations, precocious prurience is very rare. In the 
pastoral highlands of the Austrian Alps (Styria, 
Salzburg, and the Tyrol) boys and girls meet only 
. af church festivals, but enjoy their amusements 

apart, the girls in dances and singing-picnics; the 
boys in shooting-matches, foot-races, and mountain 
excursions. A lad under eighteen caught in flirta- 
tions is at once laughed back to manlier pastimes, 
while girls even more jealously guard ihe exclusiveness 
of their festivals, and would chase away an intrusive 
bachelor as promptly as atrespassing boy. Lycurgus 
fixes the marriageable age of a groom at thirty years, 
of a bride at twenty. Among the martial Visigoths 
thirty and twenty-five years were the respective 
minima. 

The importance of limiting the license of precocious 
passion has never been directly denied, but the sig- 
nificance of the instinct of sexual selection seems to 
have been unaccountably misunderstood. Marriages 
without the sanction, and even against the direct 
protest, of that instinct are constantly encouraged. 
* Love matches,” in the opinion of thousands of 
Christian parents, seem to be thought fit only for the 
characters of a sentimental romance, or the heroes of 
the stage. The overpowering sway of a passion 
which asserts its claims against all other claims 
whatever ought sufficiently to proclaim the impor- 
tance of its purpose and the absurdity of the mistake 
which treats its-appeals as a matter of frivolous 
fancy. : 

And, in fact, only the universality of that passion 
transcends the importance of its direction. For, 
while the sexual instinct, per se, guarantees the per: 
petuation: of the species, the instinct of selection 
refers to the composition of the next generation, of 
which it thus determines the quality as the other. 
determines the quantity. And just as the vital 
powers of the individual organism strive back from 
disease to health, the genius of the species seeks to 
reestablish the perfection of the type, and to neutral- 
ize the effects of degenerating influences. We 
accordingly find that the individuals of each sex seek 
the complement of their own defects. Small women 
prefer tall men; fickle men worship strong-minded 
women; dark grooms select fair brides; practical 
business men are attracted by romantic girls; city 
belles admire a rustic Hercules, and vice versa. 
Exceptional intensity of mutual passion denotes 
exceptional fitness of the contemplated union, or 
rather the results of that union; for, here as else- 
where, Nature, in a choice of consequences, will sac- 

, rifice the interests of individuals to the interests of 
. the species. Passionate love, accordingly, is ever 
ready to attain its purpose at the price of the tem- 
porary advantages of life, nay, of life itself ; and the 
voluntary renunciation of such advantage is, therefore, 
in the truest sense a self-sacrifice for the benefit of 
posterity, a surrender of personal interests to the 
welfare of the species. In spi'e of the far gone per- 
version of our ethical standards, we accordingly find 
an instinctive recognition of such truth in the pop- 
ular verdict that applauds heroic loyalty to a higher 


1 . ` 2 
law when lovers break the fetters of sordid interest 


or caste restrictions. In their hearts, the very flat- 
terers condemn the decision of a bride who has sac- 
rificed love to wealth, even in obedience to a parental 
mandate, or the monitions of Nature-estranged 
moralists. f 

In extremes of adverse circumstances, love itself, 
however, wil often voluntarily withdraw its claim. 
Hopeless inequality of station, disease, and irremedi- 
&ble disabilities will extinguish the flame of & passion 
that would have defied time and torture. .À lover 
struck with a cureless malady will shrink from trans- 
mitting his affliction ; a proud barbarian will refuse 
to make a refined bride the witness of his humilia- 
tions. The perils of consanguinity may reveal them- 
selves to a sort of hereditary (if not aboriginal) 
instinct; and the discovery ef an unsuspected rela- 
‘tionship has more than once deadened desire as if by 
magic, and turned love into self- possessed friendship. 

B—REWARDS OF CONFORMITY. 

In the oldest chronicle of the human race the his- 
torian of the patriarchs has preserved a genealogical 
record which seems to have been transmitted for the 
special purpose of showing the casual connection of 
continence and longevity. That record (the fifth 
chapter of Genesis) states the age and the marriage 
date of the progenitors of ten different generations, 
with a regularly correspondent decrease of period in 
both respects, from the first‘ to the sixth, when both 
increase in a single instance and then decrease to the 
end of the list. The lessons of that record might be 
read in every branch of every genealogical chronicle 
from Noah to the latest posterity of his sons. In 
all countries, among all nations of all times, prema- 
ture courtship has courted premature death. . Conti- 
nence during the years of development rewards itself 
in health and vigor, both of body and of mind. 
Success in every line of endeavor is the reward of 
reserved strength. That strength becomes available 
in the needs of after years, and is the chief basis of 
that love of independence and impatience of tyranny 
found only among manful and continent nations. The 
love of the gentlest females is reserved for the man- 
liest males of their species, while precocious coveters 
of such prizes meet with humiliations and disappoint- 
ments. Those who forbear to anticipate the prompt- 
ings of Nature can rely on the favor of her undimin- 
ished aid; and to such only is given the power of 
that ‘love that spurs to exertions.” 

And if marriages are planned in heaven, that 
heaven manifests its will in the appeals of love, and 
not in the counsels of avarice or expedience. If the 
sorrows of poverty-straitened love could be measured 
against the misery of disgust blighted wealth, it 
would be admitted that the course of true love is, 
after all, the smoothest, in the long run as well as in 
the beginning. For the inspirations of genuine love 
will resist the assaults of misfortune as they defied 
its menace, and the ban of prejudice can detract but 
little from the happiness of a union hallowed by the 
sanction of Nature. 

C.— PERVERSION. 

The enemies of Nature have not failed to pervert 
an instinct which they could not wholly suppress. 
That this suppression was actually ajtempted in the 
first outbreak of antinatural insanity is abundantiy 
proved’ by the history of the early Christian sects, 
the Novatians, the Marcionites, and: the followers of 
self-mutilating Origenes. Absolute abstinence from 
sexual intercourse was made the chief text of “un- 
worldliness.” Novices were brought up in strict 
seclusion; mutilation was the usual penalty of violated 
vows, but was also practiced as an @ priori safeguard 
against the awakening of the sexual instinct. St. 
Clemens of Alexandria, one of ‘the few semi-rational 
leaders of the patristic era, gives an appalling account 
of the consequences of those crimes against Nature, 
and vehemently denounces the fatuous dogma, which 
was nevertheless only modified, but never wholly 
renounced, by the moralists of a church whose ethies 
were undoubtedly derived from the physical nihilism 
of Buddha Sakiamuni. The Galilean apostle of Anti- 
naturalism indirectly inculeates the superior merit of 
suppression in his allusions to “eunuchs for the king- 
dom of heaven's sake,” and the saints “ who neither 
marry nor are given in marriage,” as well as in the 
example of his personal asceticism; and Paul dis- 
tinctly informs us that marriage is only a lesser evil, 
& compromise with the passions of the unregenerate, 
which perfect virtue should forbear to gratify: “It 
is good for a man not to touch a woman, neverthe- 
less to avoid . . . ,” ete. Such dogmas bore 
their natural fruit in the society-shunning fanaticiem 
of hermits and anchorites ; in aberrations à la Or- 
igenes, and in that dreadful source of unnatural vice, 
the enforced celibacy of monks and priests. 

In the philosophy of those moralists, the physical 
interests of mankind were of no moment whatever. 
The church that burnt nuns and priests for yielding 
to the power of an irrepressible instinct, has in mill- 
ions of cases sanctioned the nuptials of immature 
minors and the nature-insulting unions of avarice 
and flunkeyism. For the sake of a small fee it has 
encouraged the marriage of reluctant paupers, but 
howled its anathemas against the unions of orthodox 


Christians with gentiles, Jews, or Christian dissenters. 
Thus encouraged, Christian parents have not hesi- 
tated to sacrifice the highest interests of their clil- 


dren and children's children to considerations of 


* expedience." In. Spanish America thousands” of 
baby-brides—girls of twelve and thirteen; nay, even 
of ten years—are delivered to the marital tyranny of 
wealthy old debauchees; in France, Italy, and Aus- 
tria millions of mutually reluctant boys and girls are 
compelled to wed in obedience to the decision of 
a business committee of relatives and panders. In 
the cities of the northland nations marriages of 
expédience, though rarer, are still of daily occur- 
rence. “ Whatever is natural is wrong," was the 
shibboleth of the medieval dogmatists, and the pro- 
tests of instinct were suppressed in the name of 
morality. . i I 
D.—PENALTIES OF NEGLECT. 

Next to dietetic abuses, premature and unfit mar- 
riage is undoubtedly the most fruitful cause of the 
degeneration of the human species. The penalties of 
Nature, which every husbandman knows to avoid 
in the case of his cattle, are recklessly risked by 
parents and guardians of helpless children—perhaps 
in the vague hope that the normal consequences 
might be averted by the intercession of supernatutal 
agencies. But miracles have ceased to suspend the . 
operation of Nature’s Jaws, and it would not be 
an over-estimate to say that a hundred million Chris- 
tians annually incur the penalty of moral or physical 
sufferings and premature death, as a retribution of 
their own or their parents’ outrages against the laws 
of the sexual instinct. Premature intercourse of the 
sexes stunts the further development of the organism 
and entails physical defects on the offspring of a 
series of successive generations. Puny, weakly, and 


‘scrofulous children people the cities of southern 


Europe from Havre to Messina, though infant mor- 
tality has assumed proportions which partly counter- 
act the evil by the sternest of Nature’s remedies. 
Our fatuous modes of indoor education, combined 
with the influence of a stimulating diet (meat, pepper- 
sauces, and coffee, instead of fruit, bread, and milk). 
systematically promote premature prurience. Our 
school-boys are thus driven to vices of which they 
know neither the name nor the physiological signifi- 
cance, though, like the victims of convent-life, they 
suffer the consequences— : 


Losing their beauty and their native grace, 


with but a small chance of subsequent redemption by 
healthier occupations. The monasteries of southern 
Europe are foster-schools of even more baneful vices 
—crimes against Nature, which in the slave-dens 
of the Middle Ages were more frequent than in the 
most dissolute cities of pagan antiquity. Dr. Lay- 
ton’s report on the result of the “ Royal Commission 
of Investigation” (1538) describes the moral status of 
the British convents as an absolute ne plus ultra of 
imaginable corruption. The memoirs of Guiccardini 
and Pedro Sanchez depict a depth of immorality that 
would have revolted the libertines of the Neronic 
era. The indictment of Pope John XXII. contains 
forty-six specifications that can hardly be quoted 
in Latin. Jordanus Bruno, however, sums up the 
secret of such aberrations: j 
Insani fugiant mundum, immundumque sequuntur. 
(The maniacs, despising earth, stray into unearthly abom- 
inations.) 

The absurd interdictions of marriage on account of 
a difference in speculative opinions were for centuries 
enforced with: all the truculence of Inquisitorial 
buteher-aws; the espouser of a Jewess or a Morisca 
was burnt at the stake, together with his bride; even 
clandestine intercourse with an unbelieving paramour 
was punished with barbarous severity; and a similar 


| prejudice still frowns upon the loves of Catholics 


and Protestants, of Christians and Mohammedans, 
and even Freethinkers. In Ireland the priest encour- 
aged custom of early marriages has filled the rural 
districts with starving children; in thousands of 
cities marriages of expedience invoke the curse of 
Nature on the traitors to the highest interests of our 
species. Every marriage, unsanctioned by love, 
avenges itself on several generations of innocent 
offspring, a8 well as directly in blighted hopes and 
years of unavailing regrets. 
E,—REFORM. 

Before we ean hope to abate the prevalence of 
genetic abuses we must promote a more general 
recognition of the truth that the organism of the 
human body is subject to the same laws that govern 
the organic functions of our fellow-creatures ; and 
that health does not dispense its blessings as a reward 
of prayer and theological conformity, but of con- 
formity to the promptings of our sanitary intui- 
tions. We must dispel the delusion which hopes to 
conciliate the favor of a miracle-working deity by 
sacrificing the physical interests of our species to the 
interests of a clerical dogma. 

Like the seductions of Intemperance, the tempta- 
tions of precocious Incontinence may be counteracted 
by more abundant opportunities of diverting pas- 
times. According to the significant allegory of a 
Grecian myth, Diana, the goddess of hunters and 
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forest-dwellers, was the adversary of Venus, and out- 
door exercise is, indeed, the best preventive of 
sexual aberrations. Athletes are instinctively con- 
tinent. Sensuality seems incompatible with a hardy, 
active mode of life, as that of hunters, trappers, and 
backwoodsmen. The stigma of public opinion alone 
would, however, suffice to reduce the frequency of 
premature marriages; for, in the island of Corsica, 
where the recognition of their baneful tendency is 
based on purely economical considerations (the perils 
of over-population), the dread of social ostracism has 
. proved more deterrent’ than the fear of poverty and 
starvation. . 
In a community.of Keformants (as the German 
philosopher Schelling proposed to call the friends of 
reform) twenty-five and thirty years should be 
accepted as the lawful minima of.a marriage age, and 
‘the teachers of Secularism should lose no opportunity 
to plead the cause of Nature against the usurpations 
of priestcraft and conventionalism. Public opinion 
should be trained to the recognition of the truth that 
the sacrifite of love to lucre, caste-prejudice, and 
bigotry is a crime against the genius of mankind, and 
that a marriage, vetoed by the verdict of Nature, 
cannot be hallowed by the mumbling of a priest. 


emm 


Letter by Helen H. Gardener. 


“ If selfishness were contagious and fatal, what an 
-awful epidemic there would be, and what a lot of 
' good material for funerals would be gathered up 
right here," said a witty lady on Decoration Day as 
forty or fifty of us stood on the steps of the Fifth 
avenue branch of the Mercantile Library, trying to 
see over and through each other so as to now and 
then catch a glimpse of the procession as it 
marched by. s 

Everbody laughed except the brass-nosed woman 
who had provoked the remark by spreading a parasol 
directly in front of three small but eager children. 

She heard the remark and the laugh. She under- 
stood both perfectly; but she did not close that 
parasol so she enjoyed the supreme satisfaction of 
seeing the soldiers herself while she possessed the 
proud consciousness of preventing à number of other 
people from catching even a glimpse of anything be- 
low the tops of the flagstaffs. 

And what a pathetic lot of flags those were! Poor, 
tattered old shreds, clinging to their posts, and rev- 
erently carried by old and broken men who, them- 
selvs young and activ, had followed these same flags 
when they came fresh and crisp from’ the loving 
hands that worked so bravely to send banners that 
should be worthy of the men who were to follow 
them. 

Poor, tattered, silken wrecks! What memories 
they arouse! what tears they start! I found myself 
with pictures of unutterable sorrow in my heart and 
tears on my cheeks, and I realized that it was the 
flags and not the men that stirred my blood and 
made me fiercely angry that nobody cheered them, 
and that men stood stolidly by with covered heads 
while these pathetic symbols of glory and of death 
were borne once more to the graves of those who 
had followed them so bravely and fallen under their 

folds. 4 
: I hope that this did not happen anywhere else 
along the line of march, and that allof the brass- 
nosed, selfish women, and stolid, unenthusiastic men 
happened to be massed on that particular block, 
where even the banner with Lincoln on it did not 
call forth one single cheer, and made no man lift his 
hat. 

A little further down a pretty girl about the kiss- 
able age—you may decide for yourself how old she 
` was— with lips as fresh as a rose and eyes so pure 
and clear that no other jewels could be half so rich 
and beautiful, exclaimed: ‘Oh, which one is General 
Sherman? I must see General Sherman! I never 
hav, and he might die !” ; 

Her companion laughed. “ Well, the very home- 
liest old codger you see to-day will be the general.” 

“ Provided your ugly old chap is as thin as a 
match and as dry as a New York Sunday," pui in 
one of the party. 

“I don’t care how homely 
said the pretty little maiden. 

I thought that I would tell her that she would hav 
to go down to Madison square to see Sherman; but 
I yielded to the temptation to see what man she 
would cheer on the strength of deciding that he took 
the palm for homeliness. 

A puffy old German, commanding one division of 
the Grand Army, came near receiving the honor 
vicariously, but she suddenly stopped and said: 


he is, I shall cheer,” 


“Thin? Well, Ae’s not thin, and besides he looks as 
if he drank beer. Does Sherman?” 
“No. Sherman looks as if he drank bran,” said a 


bystander, and everybody laughed. 
Just then Mr. Bergh hove in sight, and the little 
- miss hesitated no longer. She cheered lustily. 
“There he is! There heis! He looks just like 
you said; but I don’t care, he’s just splendid, any- 
how. . Oh, why don't the people cheer him?” . 
And before her escort knew which man she had 
chosen to bestow her enthusiasm for General Sher- 


‘soldiers look as if they meant business, but there is 


‘other side to death. 


man upon, Mr.- Bergh had passed, all unconscious 
of the distinguished honor done him and the compli- 
ments paid his manly beauty and showered upon his 
humane head. aa 

So the man whose profession it is to prevent 
suffering and death was mistaken for the one whose 
profession requires him to dispense both when occa-. 
sion demands—and all because both men are tall, 
thin, and look as dry as à powder magazine 

Talking about men's looks, did you notice the 
Zouaves? Why is it that a man looks so phenom. 
enally fiendish and reckless-without anything white 
about his neck? Did you ever-notice that? Twoor 
three of the Zouaves had added a white neckerchief 
to their usual uniform, and the effect was simply 
magical. They did not look half so fierce as their 
comrades. An army looks twice as formidable and 
ever 80 much less human if only the uniform excludes 
anything white at the throat. 

I strongly suspect that all this is taken into ac- 
count by Bismarck in uniforming his troops. I 
know I would a good deal rather fight a man—if I 
had to fight one at all—who had on anice linen collar. 
If he affected the usual Zouave toggery or the Prus- 
sian uniform, I'drun.. Ugh! they look wicked enough 
to make a Gatling gun turn pale! Now, I like to see 


no use in trying to dress an army so as to scare the 

That is not civilized warfare. 

And, by the way, what an absurd contradiction 
of terms that form of expression is! “ Civilized war- 
fare,” indeed! One might as well talk about a warm 
freeze or a wet drouth. 

One of the features of Decoration Day which was 
entirely new was a meeting held in honor of the 
women who served, in one way and another, in the 
war. There was an interesting paper, of a historical 
nature, read by Mrs. Hussey, of New Jersey; a clever 
* poem " by another lady; some good music, by two 
ladies and a gentleman, and a lot of talk more or less 
&bout the subject in hand. 

The chairman seemed to get Prohibition and 
“providence” hopelessly mixed up with the women 
of the war. Abraham Lincoln and Jehovah, Clara 
Barton and Jesus, Anna Elia Carroll, Grant, and the 
Holy Ghost got pretty badly tangled in the course 
of her remarks. 

Prohibition seemed to hav taken a lively part in 
freeing the slaves, some way or other, and “‘ prov- 
idence,” the soldiers, and the women each appeared 
to hav saved the Union in turn. 

Nevertheless, it was an interesting meeting, and if 
these ladies could only lay aside their two pet fads 
one day in the year, it would be an excellent idea to 
starb à movement which shall result in proper under- 
standing of the fact that, after all, women do bear 
the hardest part of every war, and their services 
should hav proper recognition on our national Dec- 
oration Day. g 

It is proverbial that an American crowd is the 
best-natured crowd in the world. But what is an 
American crowd? and where is it to be found? 
Surely not in New York city. Among the thousands 
and hundreds of thousands on Broadway and Fifth 
avenue yesterday, certainly not one-third of the faces 
indicated that they were American born. And right 
here I want to say that the whole length of those 
two streets I saw but one drunken man. That is a 
pretty good record for a big city on a holiday, and 
is thrown in here for the information of the Prohtbi- 
tion party, as well as for the pleasure and happiness 
of all of us. 

Holidays, of whatever nature, so soon take on the 
character of gala days that I heard it asked a number 
of times as people looked at the flag on some large 
building, “ Why is that flag at half mast ?" 

The marching thousands in uniform did not mean 
a funeral procession, but a parade, to the tired 
workers who got an extra day of rest; and to the 
impecunious loafer it meant a rare chance to see a 
free show. Each made the most of it in his own 
way, with small regret for the veterans dead, and 
vastly more interest in the uniforms than in the 
records and wounds of the veterans living. 

“The veterans don’t march half so well as the 
militiamen,” remarked one hair-brained biped ; and 
another athletic youth said that he’d bet fifty cents 
if he had command that they would keep their lines 
straighter or he'd know the reason why. 

They appeared to be under the impression that 
Grant drew a chalk line in front of Vicksburg, and 
every soldier kept his eye and his toe on that mark 
during the entire battle. 

The human biped is & queer animal It lacks 
feathers; it is true, and that is one reason why it is 
neither a vulture nor a loon; and it would require 
two more legs and an octave or so added to his 
voice to make him a perfect donkey ; but little phys. 
ieal defects like these are perhaps of but small 
weight when it comes to & real test of character and 
capacity, after all. 

There was one sight which seemed to astonish my 
English friend more than anything else, and I fancy 
it is, as he said, not to be matched in the world. 

That was the very patent fact that the standing, 


ments are, of course, chiefly American. 


regular, trained defenders of this city and state are 


almost all foreigners. Very few, indeed, of the po- 
liceman are Americans, and, excepting only two of 
the regiments, most of the faces of the militiamen 
were the faces of other nations than ours. 

The Irish and German, of course, predominated ; 
but almost every nation under the sun was repre- 
sented, and the nativ American was conspicuous by 
his absence. The Seventh and Twenty-second regi- 
The others 
are mainly foreign. What other nation on the globe 
would dare to hav its defense composed of those who 
were with it, but not of its blood? In a republic 
only could it be either safe or possible, and this is 
the only republic that bas tried it so far. 

“Do I think it an element of danger?” 

Oh, no! my English friend, I do not think it an 
element of danger, but quite the reverse. Our po- 
licemen and militia do not serve because they must. 
They serve because they want to; and they are as 
loyal and as brave in the defense of the country they 
hav come to for refuge as if they had been born 
under its flag and cradled by nativ mothers. That 
the service is absolutely voluntary goes a long way 
toward explaining why this is true. ! 

“Would it not be extremely difficult to get Irish 
police to fire on an Irish mob, if such & mob were to . 
be ?" 

I think not, unless it were of a religious as well as 
of a race nature. There is never likely to be a race 
mob in this city unless it were of a religious éharac- 
ter, for there is no other exciting cause which would 
not. divide all race sympathies. And I very much 
doubt if the trouble you apprehend would exist even 
if it took that one form. American atmosphere is 
not conduciv to fanaticism of a warlike nature in 
large cities. "There are always too many varieties of 
opinion in our great centers for it to flourish, or for 
any one to be unduly aggressiv openly. 

When George Jacob Holyoke was over here he 
remarked that this was the only country which had 
some two hundred religions—all equally respectable. 
He thought it was because Americans must hav 
variety. They sample everything that comes along, 
and they make choice of their religions and their 
drinks with equal freedom from dictation and com- 
pulsion. 

In small towns, of course, this is less apparent ; 
but there the nativ American is usually at the helm, 
which would render a race conflict next to impossi- 
ble. He retains the keys to his own court-house, and 
the Gatling guns are at his command. Oh, you need 
not lose any sleep while you are with us because our 
police force and militia are foreigners, my friend ! 

They are all right, and we Americans sleep quite 
sound with Patrick in the army, Fritz in the navy, 
Sambo coquetting with the militia, Jacques on the 
police force, Angelo with a key to the powder 
magazine, and Ah Sin beginning to cast tender 
glances from his fluting-iron toward the ballot box 
and the perquisits of the plethoric pocketed alder- 
man. l Herren H. GARDENER. 

Sr ee 
Mr. Washburn’s Record and Prospectus. 
From the Investigator. 

I hav delivered: for the Znvestigator Lectureship 
nearly seventy lectures the past season, and hav dis- 
tributed & large quantity of Liberal tracts, papers, 
etc. In most places where I hav visited I hav found 
the people interested in our cause, and willing, as far 
as able, to help advance its principles. Through the 
very generous donations of friends, whose contribu- 
tions were acknowledged in the Znvestigator, and 
through the loyalty of Mr. J. P. Mendum to the 
lectureship, who was responsible for my salary, I hav 
been enabled to devote one year to the work of Lib- 
eralism ; and I wish to thank every person who aided 
me in the work for their kind and noble support. 
The outlook for another year is brighter for what 
has been done this year, and it is my desire to con- 
tinue in the Liberal field, and do my share of the 
work for the overthrow of superstition in the land. 
I hav been lecturing this month in Lunenburg, Ayer, 
and Fitchburg. 

That able and devoted worker for Freethought, 
Capt. Robert Davis, of Lunenburg, Mass, is not 
satisfied with what he is doing alone with his pen 
and tongue, and so has paid me for five lectures in 
the above-named places. His method is to hire a 
hall, hav posters distributed advertising the lecture, 
and after the lecture to giv away all the tracts and 
books that the people wish to read, and to pay every 
cent of the expenses himself. Only a few Liberals 
are able to do this, but a great many are vastly more 
able than is Captain Davis. This gentleman's enthu- 
siasm for Liberalism amounts to almost religious 
zeal,and he is never happier than when doing some- 
thing for the spread of truth and the cause of mental 
liberty. 

Through the generous encouragement of Captain 
Davis and others, I hav decided to continue the lect- 
ureship, but hav not yet arranged any particular 
program. It has been suggested that the best and 
wisest course would be to try to build up a strong 
Society in Boston, and radiate from this point. giving 
lectures as they may be called for in adjoining 
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places. This plan can be carried out if support 
enough is pledged to make the undertaking a suc- 
cess. I donot wish to engage in a failure, and there 
is no need of making a failure if the friends of Lib- 
eralism who are interested in the cause will but giv 
their principles.the support they deserve. 


We can hav a large and flourishing Society in 


Paine Memorial, that shall carry on a work whose 
influence for good may be felt throughout the land. 
I am anxious to do that which will best promote the 
progress of our movement, and would invite the 
opinions of others upon the question. 

Fraternally, L. K. WASHBURN. 

Revere, Mass., July 26, 1887. 
—— — — — 349—949 ——————— 
News and Notes. 


Saturday evening, July 23d, I strike Puget Sound 
at Tacoma. Tacoma is a thriving place, with more 
hills to the acre than any other spot on the globe. I 

. should judge that every dwelling-house was on an 
eminence of its own. Tacoma expects to be the 
terminus of the Northern Pacific, and is growing 
rapidly. : à 

Puget Sound is & beautiful sheet of water. It is 
dotted with hundreds of islands, and the landscapes 
are constantly changing. The skies are so full of 
smoke now that the far-off sceneries of snow-capped 
mountains cannot be viewed. The sun is almost hid- 
den from sight. Only afaint effulgence from the setting 
orb illuminates the wide floods and romantic shores, 
but enough to make a picture of indescribable beauty 
and fascination. Long ago, upon the hills of New 
England, I used to read of Puget Sound. Then its 
waves broke upon a vast wildnesss—so remote that 
it seemed almost impossible for civilization to reach 
it in my day. But the shores now resound with the 
whistle of the locomotiv, and wealth and elegance 
greet the eye. At nine o'clock, in the bosom of the 
darkness, Seattle, on its lofty eminence, shines like a 
constellation, with its many quivering lights. At the 
dock we are met by our good allies, Lyman Wood, 
Walter Walker, A. Amunds, and John H. Hummell, 
and soon find comfortable quarters in the Occidental 
Hotel, which is one of the finest houses along the 
coast. Seattle has a population of twelve or fifteen 
thousand. It has plenty of enterprise. Up to this 
time it is the metropolis of the sound, and, I guess, 
will maintain its supremacy, although it keeps its 
laurels only by a persistent fight. 

Seattle has been full of tumult on the Chinese 
question, but the banners of peace are beginning to 
wave. At the last election the Liberals came out on 
top, and some of our representativ men, like Lyman 
Wood and others, are in responsible official positions. 
The worst act I hav heard of in regard to the riots 
was that committed by a clergyman who, as a mem- 
ber of the militia, shot down, without cause, an un- 
armed citizen amid crowds of women and children. 
The clergyman has fled the country. This shows 
the spirit of Christianity. Theology has always been 
the greatest of murderers, and the clergyman de- 
lights in bloodshed when he can do it with safety. 
A more cruel and dastardly act was never committed 
than this shooting by an irresponsible militia. 

I had good audiences Sunday afternoon and even- 
ing, but our forces at this point are somewhat disor- 
ganized owing to many causes, and it will require 
time and patience and wise action to gather the hun- 
dreds of Liberals of this city into a harmonious and 
powerful society. But there is splendid material, 
and I hav high hopes of its future usefulness. 

_One of our noblest and most generous comrades 
has passed away, D. M. Crane, a venerable and 
worthy leader in our cause. It was one of my most 
pleasant anticipations in coming to the coast to see 
this brave and high-minded Freethinker, whose com- 
munications were always so full of cheer and noble 
kindness. I was doomed to be disappointed. He 
died suddenly in the very midst of his work and use- 
fulness. But his memory is bright and beautiful, an 
influence that cannot perish for liberty, for justice, 
and for humanity. , 

Monday, July 25th, I go up to Newcastle, a mining 
town of about seven hundred inhabitants amid the 
wood-covered hills. I had a cordial reception, and 
full houses the two evenings I lectured. The band 
played, and everything went off in fine style. Never 
in the history of the place had there been so large an 
assembly of men and women. The ministers can’t 
do anything here; they hav all been starved out. 
One of them, like a sensible fellow, has gone to work 
in the mines at two dollars per day. He would rather 
grow fatin the bowels of the earth than fast and 
pray in the courts of the Lord. 

Frank Murdock sang at our first meeting, and 
Joseph Aspen at the second, and so the muses made 
our way pleasant amid these gloomy realms of Pluto. 
We went down into the mine, nine hundred feet 
below the surface, and dwelt for a few hours in this 
subterranean world, where the weird lights and thun- 
derous reports make it seem like sheol. It is a com- 
fortable summer residence, the air being delightfully 
cool. They had a strike here lately of six months’ 
duration, but the working people came out ahead. 
This is one of the best mining properties in the terri- 


tory, and large quantities of coal, about five hundred 
tons, are daily shipped. 

I enjoyed the hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. Jenkins 
Morgan while here, of Welsh blood and Liberal to the 
core, and time passed pleasantly by, although it did 
seem as if I were out of the world, so quiet it was, 
especially in the morning when the men were asleep, 
or at work in the mines. The miners work eight 
hours & day and come-out about four in the afternoon, 
and the evenings are quite lively with ball playing, 
etc. The Newcastle nine are among the best in the 
territory, and hav won many # famous victory. 

Among our other jovial and Liberal friends here 
are John Williams, Wm. George, Thos. Oakley, leader 
of the band; G. D. Spencer, Rufus Calhoun, Wm. 
Penman, Thos. Naylor, Henry Bloom, Thos. Price, 
Wm. Under, Thos. Macdonald, Richard Roesiger, Jas. 
Carrington, John Hutchenson, August Saunders, 
John John, J. P. Rich, Jobn Clark, Ben. Atkinson, 
Andrew Brown, August Farley, Wallace Fonier, Geo. 
Davis, G. Getschman, James Raper, Thos. Edge, etc., 
and it will be seen that the banners of Liberalism in 
Newcastle will never fall to the dust. We expect to 
return here on our next trip and organize a Secular 
Union. 

We come back to Seattle on Wednesday, and giv 
two lectures Wednesday and Thursday evenings, and 
organize the Seattle Secular Union ; and I believe we 
shall hav a royal company to defend our cause in this 
city of the hills, and the setting sun will shine upon 
our victorious forces. Walter Walker used to liv in 
Utah, and he kept things lively there for reform, and 
he will do the same wherever he goes. He is a born 
agitator for the right. He believes in progress with 
all his heart. John H. Hummell is equally devoted, 
an activ worker, generous and enthusiastic. Another 
stanch advocate is A. Amunds, always ready to lend 
a hand, and who looks forward and not backward, 
and is one of the live men of the city. With him 
goes his partner, P. Wickston, as solid as the hills 
and true as steel; and the father-in-law, Mr. Stone, 
who in old age keeps up the fires of freedom, and 
believes still in the “ good time coming.” Also, A. C. 
Bowman and his wife, at whose charming residence 
on the banks of Union Lake I was entertained. 
Bowman has many a fight on hand, especially with 
the ministers, who are always, however, obliged to 
beat & retreat, and not in the best of order. He 
is surrounded with Christian neighbors, who are 
determined to convert him and bring him to his 
knees; but so far he is right side up with care, and 
he doesn't giv much evidence of a “new birth.” 

Among others are Mr. and Mrs. Lyman Wood, 
Mr. and Mrs. C. J. Clark, Mr. and Mrs. Hummell 
and family, who are all Liberals; Mrs. D. M. Crane, 
Mrs. Laura Hall, our potent worker at Port Angeles ; 
W. W. White, Michael Pilling, Miller, Galloway, 
Frank Pontius, R. Scott, O. A. Carr, Wm. Cochran, 
B. F. Sweeny, Samuel Combs, Judge Soderborg, 
C. M. Bridges, Dr. Done, Mrs. Josephine Giddings, 
A. J. Charleston, C. J. Childberg, Wm. Moran, John 
Coolage, H. F. Phillips, E. Roberts, Robert W. Win- 
cipaw, N. Childberg, Messrs. Erlin, Robertson, etc. 

I was pleaced to make the acquaintance of Judge 
Bush, formerly of Washington, D. C., who is now 
located in this territory. He is well known to the 
readers of Tue Truru SErkEn by his contributions to 
its columns. He is a genial and able man, and 
is quite an addition to our forces in this country. 

I expect to lecture at Seattle next Tuesday, and 
close my work at this point with bright hopes of 
future progress. I am now on route amid the islands 
of the sound to Snohomish, where I lecture. to-day, 
to-morrow, and Sunday and Monday. Next week I 
shall be at Port Angeles and Port Townsend, Sun- 
day, Monday, and Tuesday, August 7th, 8th, and 
9th; at Portland, August 11th; at Colfax, August 
18th, 14th, and 15th; at Pendleton, I expect, August 
21st; at Union, August 23d, 24th, and 25th; at 
Baker City, August 26th, 27th, and 28th; at Prairie 
City and vicinity, from August 29th to September 
6th; at Emmetts and Boise City and neighborhood, 
from September 6th to 19th; at Salt Lake, Septem- 
ber 24th and 25th; and eastward by Canon City, 
Denver, Nebraska, to Chicago, for the National Con- 
gress in November. SawvuEL P. Purnam. 
Puget Sound, Steamer W. #. Monroe, July 29, 
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"Mrs. Slenker. 


I suppose * you alls" will think me somewhat lack- 
ing in backbone to hav allowed the remarks on my 
case in the last Truru SELKER to worry and keep me 
lying awake nearly all night. Though willing to do 
and dare all, where I believe it right and best, I am 
not the less sensitiv to being skinned alive, or irri- 
tated by unjust adverse criticism. I claim to 
hav sent nothing to anyone that I did not send 
for the best of purposes, and even if not directly ed- 
ucating at the time, I meant it as good seed and to 
be exchanged for facts from the receiver which were 
needed in the work. 

In writing up any branch of science, few save the 
students and teachers will be able to comprehend the 
usefulness of much matter that seems entirely irrel- 


evant to. the subject; so when our editor calls the 
item referred to as having appeared in the Word 
“very disgusting" “stuff,” others who see and 
know its full import realize that it was of the great- 
est importance, because it was a fact and truth touch- 
ing the most important problem of social sexual 
science. 

So far as I am concerned, it was not so much the 
publishing of the matter in the objectionable item in 
the Word that I disliked as it was the way in which 
it was done. If I had intended making the fact 
known in print (and it was a real fact), I should hav 
put it in an entirely different shape. I never like to 
needlessly shock or even disgust people by presenting 
truths in too rude or rough a style. ; 

But what is done can’t be helped... I hav perhaps 
unwittingly sown better seed than I intended even 
in this; for I feel that Mr. Heywood is correct in 
thinking “pain is incidental to convalescence,” and 
also as regards the “ clandestin role of the reformer.” 
I always prefer frank and open work wherever it is 
possible, yet we often write in private what is “unfit 
for publication,” because for the average reader it 
would require too much preface and explanation to 
make it understandable. 

To Mr. Heywood and others who were studying 
the science of sexual passions, the Word item was 
perfectly in place, but to outsiders, robbed of all 
that should hav accompanied it, it looked to be en- 
tirely uncalled for. 

We cannot please all, even of our friends. But we 
can be kindly tolerant, and giv those who differ from 
us the benefit of the widest charity and consideration. 
I am truly sorry if I hav hurt Mr. Heywood’s feelings 
in what I said regarding this matter, for I hold him 
and his good wife as true reformers, and true friends, 
not only of Elmina, but of all human kind. 

Probably, next to Thomas Paine, no radicals of 


‘these latter days hav been more maligned, misrepre- 


sented, and misjudged than hav Ezra and Angela 
Heywood. 

Now a word to Geo. W. Baum. I would respect- 
fully inform him that the churning incident is a real 
fact, and occurred within a mile of Snowville, and 
the parties are personally known to me. ‘“ Churning 
all day" is frequently done by thrifty farm-wives 
who depend on butter-money.for many little house- 
hold purchases. Not unfrequently the cream refuses 
to yield up the buttery particles, and so the churn is 
kept standing around to be worked at odd moments, 
and hour after hour the dasher vainly does its work. © 
I remember many such a “thro’ of it” in my own 
past experience; especially one during my girlhood. 
We had tried salt, soda, hot water, and dropping in 
a small roll of butter, all in vain; finally, “old Aunt 
Morey” called, and at once pronounced the cream 
bewitched, and she heated a smoothing iron and 
threw it in the cream, saying it would make a burn 
on the witch, and she would leave the house. Surely 
enough, in a few moments, the butter came. Prob- 
ably the. hot iron wrought the needed change in the 
cream. Now, this was in the Empire State, and not . 
in Dixie, and there are still plenty of people in prob- 
ably every state in the Union who are quite intel- 
ligent in many respects, but who believe in signs, © 
omens, witches, gods, and devils. I know I find 
such wherever I liv. , 

If Mrs. Slenker has “ violated a national law,” it is 
curious that so many of our best lawyers, scientists, 
and thinkers, who hav seen specimens of all that was 
mailed, are so ready to defend them as being mail- 
able under the law ; and that so many of our best 
physicians are in favor of “ quashing the indictment" 
as unjust and unrighteous. i 

Think you as good, great, and wise a doctor as E. 
B. Foote would fill page after page of his Health 
Monthly, issue after issue, with letters, articles, and 
editorials of defense, if he believed what was mailed 
was lewd and obscene? As to “nasty and vulgar 
language," that is all a matter of education and taste. 
If a scientist whose merits and works are of world- 
wide reputation, such as are those of H. M. Park- 
hurst, can use and defend this language as clean, 
proper, correct, and legitimate, shall we lesser lights 
carp and cavil over it? 

Are Liberals truly Liberal? It would almost seem 
that many of them would like to shut out from our 
papers everything save comments upon Noah and 
the ark, Solomon and his numerous wives, and Jesus 
and the enemies he wanted slain before him, and it 
almost seems that Elmins's enemies would like her to 
be imprisoned, if not slain outright, for touching the 
forbidden subject of sex. ; 

I see Mr. Chamberlain asks those who hav been 
benefited by Elmings work please to send state- 
ments to that effect. Does he mean simply sexual 
work, or does he yoke in all her work against theol- 
ogy, alcohol, tobacco, and punishment—especially of 
helpless little children? If so, I fear the responses 
will be overwhelming ; unless the sexual shock has 
paralyzed the pens of the people. 

You see, I am judging by the appreciativ and flatter- 
ing personal letters I hav received during thirty years 
of public and private correspondence, and the real 
outcome may be far less than I anticipated. Honest 
in intent and clean of heart, hav I ever given to the 
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world my best. The seed is sown and time will 
ripen the grain, and the future shall judge of ‘the 
harvest. I need, also, the words written against as 
well as for me, and friends who see mention of my 
case in papers other than those for which I write 
will confer a gréat favor upon me by sending such 
extracts, giving name and date of the journal from 
which they are taken. zs 

Friends, July will be gone ere you read this, and 
August wil hav begun. The months pass swiftly 
away, and near and more near draws the fateful day 
when I must once more go to be judged, and prob. 
ably condemned and convicted. It is a great strain 
on one’s nerves to feel the shadow of a prison resting 
on and over one for weeks and months together; to 
realize that the end is ever approaching nearer and 
still nearer, as inevitable as death itself, and no arm 
to avert the blow. 

You may say I risked it all open-eyed. Well, so 
does every soldier in the army risk wounds, capture, 
and death open-eyed ; but each one hopes to escape, 
just as I hoped to do my duty and escape, unharmed 
by fire and foe. 

My object in writing this is to ask all the silent 
ones, the spectators of the combat, to jump down 
from the fence and take sides in the work; to show 
their colors, to let us know who our friends are. We 
need every name of every friend to free mails and 
free speech. We need the indorsement of everyone 
who believes in & clean heredity and a broader 
scientific sexual education. : 

If the hundreds who hav spoken brave, true, ear- 
nest, inspiriting words in private letter would only 
send just a few lines of public approval, or simply 
send twenty-five cents, with their names, so they 
might be placed in the roll of honor, and help to 
swell the ranks, they would be accomplishing far 
more than they imagin. We ask none to do this 
save those who truly sympathize in the work. But so 
many think it is of no use to write or send unless 
they can do big things. They forget that little drops 
of water make the mighty ocean. - So, right here, I 
ask each one to become a drop. 


The day is not far off when you will realize that 


this little fight way down in old Virginia is some- 


thing more than a mere personal matter; that I hav 
not risked fine and imprisonment, slander, contumely, 
and disgrace for the paltry privilege of mailing a few 
words. 

Behind me are noble, scientific, grand, and true 
men and women, each and all of whom are in the 
work and of it. One by one they are coming to the 
front, and lifting a part of the load from my shoul- 
ders. The first dark, dense desolation is passing by. 

Not one of you will ever know the terrible horror 
of that first week in Wytheville jail, when I did not 
know if even my husband or child would ever care 
for me again. 

Right here I wish to say that Mr. Slenker stood 

.by me stanchly and kindly all through the stay 
in Abingdon, and closed up the trip by donating 
$10 to the defense fund, and promised still more help 
toward it. Y 

It has cost me over $200 for being arrested, jailed, 
bailed, indicted, and re-bailed, and what the real 
trial, fine, etc., will cost only the future will tell. 

ErwiwA DRAKE SLENKER. 

Snowville, Va., July 28, 287. 


—— t9 4—99—————————— 
Church and State. 
Edward McGinn in the Standard, 


I shall giv you a little chapter of unpublished his- 
tory. A priest, Edward J. O'Reilly, pastor of St. 
Mary’s church in Grand street, this city, a man of 
ability and culture, had shortly before the date of 
that interview been promoted from the parish of 
Newburgh, where he had begun to agitate in writing 
the so-called “school question,” which largely con- 
sisted of the demand for public moneys for Catholic 
parochial schools. When he came to St. Mary’s par- 
ish in New York, he found himself burdened with 
two parochial school buildings which he found it all 
but impossible to support, even with the aid of fairs, 
and raffles (in violation of law), and picnics and ex- 
cursions, the chief profits of which would come from 
the sale of beer and intoxicating drinks. He said to 
me one day, “I can’t support my schools.” “ Well, 
then,” said I, “don’t support them.” “But,” said 
he, “I must support them.” “ Well,” said I, “ sup- 
port them, then." I simply meant to say that if he 
and his people wanted private, religious, parochial 
schools, nobody should deny them the right of enjoy- 
ing that luxury, but that reasonable beings would 
suppose that he and his people should also enjoy the 
: privilege of paying for the luxury. But the fact is 
that the Catholic people.as a rule are not very eager 
for parochial schools, which are forced upon them by 
the fanaticism of bishops and priests, so that the 
Support of the schools has to be extorted from the 
people by never-ending scoldings from the altar and 
pulpit, by choking people at church doors to sell 
them excursion tickets, and by other similar un- 
Christlike arts. In the cotiversation referred to, 


taxes. We are therefore entitled to our share of the 
publie schoo] fund. We hav the votes and the’ po- 
litical influence, and we must demand, and shall ob- 
tain, our rights.” . I answered that he might hava 
majority of the voters in some of the wards in New 
York city, but that he should not forget the bitter 
hostility of the great majority of the people of the 
state and country to such demands, and that the 
pressing of such demends by him and his friends 
would provoke bitter denunciation and caricatures 
from pulpit and press, and would do irreparable 
injury to the Catholic church throughout the United 
States. He replied: “ What hav I to do with the 
Catholic church in the United States? My mission 
is to my own church and to the children of my own 
people”—a sentiment which I thought very uncath- 
olic, and one that was rebuked by the action of chil- 
dren in his own Sunday-school, who showed that 
they were concerned not merely for the interests of 
religion in the United States, but in far-away China 
and Japan, for the spiritual help of which they were 
collecting and contributing their pence. 

This Father O'Reilly, determined to carry out his 
views, associated with himself a number of priests, 
among whom were Fathers Cloury, of St. Gabriel's, 
Treanor, of the Transfiguration church, and McKenna, 
of St. Rose’s. They formed what may be called an 
offensiv and defensiv alliance with the Tammany 
ring, of which at that time the chief ornaments were 
Tweed, Sweeney, Connolly, and Oakey Hall. It was 
a matter of life and death for the ring at that time, 
already deep in its unparalleled thievery and general 
rascality, to secure the reélection of Oakey Hall as 
mayor. Jt was like a godsend to the desperate ring 
to be permitted to hope that they could buy the 
“Catholic vote” and the support of the Catholic eccle- 
siastical machine, at so cheap a price as that of a few 
hundred thousand dollars a year for Catholic schools, 
which sum they could easily procure by legislativ 
trick and fraud. To giv to the alliance more surety 
and dignity it was desired by the ring, and the desire 
was gratified, that Archbishop McCloskey should hav 
a conference on the subject with Peter B. Sweeney, 
who was known as the “brains” of the ring. This 
conference was held on a Sunday evening, in a room 
in the old episcopal, now pastoral, residence of St. 
Patrick’s church in Mulberry street. In due time 
the ring maintained its part of the bargain by passing 
through the legislature an appropriation which 
granted to the Catholic parochial schools of New 
York city an amount somewhere between two hundred 
and three ‘hundred thousand dollars. Mr. Sweeney 
got great credit for his cleverness in so managing 
that the appropriation was tacked on to a bill on, T 
believe, the last night of the session, and in such 
shape and language that but few of the legislators 
could hav known or guessed the real intent of the 
appropriation or the amount appropriated. The 
appropriation awarded *& sum equivalent to twenty 
per cent of the excise money in New Yerk county 
for the year 1868 to such free schools as are not 
already in receipt of any share of the publie school 
fund." A commissioner was by the act itself to be 
appointed for the distribution of the fund. Mr. 
Nathaniel Jarvis, Jr., was appointed such commis- 
sioner, and even he, who is somewhat known as a 
practical politician, was shocked at the cupidity and 
unscrupulousness of Catholic clergymen in their 
unseemly scramble to get more than their share 
of the appropriation. One worthy pastor had the 
coolness to ask for ashare, although he bad no school, 
on the ground that, if he could get a liberal slice of 
the fund, he would st:rt a school. The parochial 
schools enjoyed this gift of the ring for ayear or two, 
and clergymen privy to the bargain did what they 
could to keep their part of the pact by doing their 
best to reélect, Mayor Hall. and therefore to oppose 
the rival candidate, Judge Ledwith, who was himself 
a Catholic, and for whom personally some of the 
clergy referred'to had the kindest feeling. More than 
one priest recommended the Tammany party from 
the altar the Sunday before election, and Mr. John 
Mullally, a well known Catholic journalist and poli- 
tician, recently a tax commissioner, went about to 
priests the Saturday evening before with what was 
equivalent to a message from Vicar-general Starrs, 
with whom he had just been in conference, to the 
effect that the Tammany party were willing to do the 
best they could for the Catholic schools, and it was 
but fair that the Catholics and the clergy should do 
the best they could for Tammany Hall. 

Is is not high time to hav done with this wretched 
business once for all by such legislation, or rather 
amendment of the constitution, as was suggested by 
me seventeen years ago? I am happy to hav reason 
to believe that even gentlemen prominently con- 
nected with the House of Refuge are beginning 
to see this matter in the same light as I do, and that 
they will be willing to cooperate with citizens of all 
denominations and of no denomination in procuring 
through the constitutional convention, which is to 
be held in spite of the efforts of Archbishop Corrigan 
to prevent it, such provisions as will make such irri- 
tation and scandal impossible in future. 


that has for one of its objects the procuring of some 
such provision or amendment in the constitution of 
this state. I will giv you, as entirely pertinent to 
this subject, the text of a correspondence which 
I had some three months ago with the acting secre- 
tary of that committee, the Rev. Mr. Baker. But 
first I should like to say that some suggestions 
in my part of the correspondence were deliberately 
intended to make impossible in the future the miser- 
able evasions that hav been common in the past, by 
which, under the pretense of non-sectarianism, people 
hav been deprived of the reasonable enjoyment of 
such religious ministrations as they preferred, and, 
on the other hand, hav been coerced into attending 
religious service and instruction which were utterly 
distasteful to them, and at which very often they felt 
that they could not voluntarily be present without 
grievously sinning against conscience. Surely it is 
the rational doctrin of the soundest Christian philo- 
sophy, as it is a cherished American principle, that 
liberty of conscience shall be inviolate. The cor- 
respondence is as follows: 
Sr. Luxz's HOSPITAL, JATH 8T. AND FIFTH AVE.,Y 
New Yorr. April 29. 1887. 

Rev. Epwanp MoGuvxN, D.D., Rev. and Dear Sir: A con- 
ference of the executiv and finance committee of the ‘‘cen- 
tral committee for protecting and perpetuating the separation 
of church and state” will be held at this hospital on Tuesday 
evening, May 8d, at 8 o'clóck, at which the following pro- 
posed amendment to the state constitution will be discussed : 

“ No moneys from the public treasury, state, county, or 
municipal, or moneys raised by taxation, shall be given, 
paid, or loaned to any sectarian institution, or any institu- 
tion under sectarian teaching or control.” 

I hav been specially requested to ask you and the following 
gentlemen to be with us on that occasion: Rev. Joshua 
Strong, D.D., Mr. Henry George, Mr. Henry A. Cram. 

I sincerely trust that it will be in your power to be pres- 
ent. Yours truly, Gzorex S. BAKER, Acting Secretary. 

Executiv Committee— E. M. Kingsley, S. Hastings Grant, 
Churchill H. Cutting, Andrew Powell. Finance Commit- 
tee—H. A. Oakley, Hugh N. Camp, William Alexander 


Smith. 
New Yonx, May 8, 1887. 
Mr. George S. Baker, Acting Secretary of Committee for Pro- 
tecting and Perpetuating the Separation of Church and 
State, St. Luke’s Hospital, New York city: . 

Sin: I hav received your favor inviting me to take part in 
a conference of the executiv and financial committees of 
your committee to be held this evening, to which conference 
you inform me that you were requested to invite also Rev. 
Joshua Strong, D.D., Mr. Henry George, and Mr. Henry A. 
Cram. Ithank you for the courteous invitation, and regret 
that another engagement will not permit me to be present. 

I am glad to be able to express my sincere concurrence in 
the general proposition which, as I understand it, underlies 
the purpose of your committee and the amendment to the 
state constitution it proposes as follows: ‘‘No moneys from 
the public treasury—state, county, or municipal—or moneys 
raised by taxation, shall be given, paid, or loaned to any sec. 
tarian institution, or any institution under sectarian teaching 
or control.” 

Iam convinced from my reading of history that too often 
the liberty of religion has suffered by the so-called protection 
of the state, and its purity has been corrupted by state en. 
dowments, while, on the other hand, the liberties of the peo. 
ple and the rights of the state as representativ of these liber- 
ties, hav been time and time again encroached upon by 
churchmen grown rich and powerful by the endowments of 
the state. J could not, however, with perfect satisfaction to 
myself, approve of the proposed amendment unless I were 
permitted to amend the amendment by making it broader 
and more radical, and so clear in its provision as to render 
impossible all quibbling and evasion. I would therefore sug. 
gest the insertion after the word ** taxation" of the following 
words: “© From licenses, excises, or in any other way. by 
authority of Jaw.” Again, after the word ‘‘control” I 
would suggest the addition of the following words: ‘‘Or to 
any private institutions, or to any institution that shall not 
be the property of the people in -their political capacity, and 
entirely controled by officers elected or appointed by the 
people.” 

I hope tbat these suggestions will meet with acceptance 
from the conference, in which. case I shall cheerfully and 
earnestly defend the proposed amendment with voice and 
pen, and use what influence I may hav in the matter of the 
election of delegates to the constitutional convention, and 
with the members of the convention in behalf of the amend- 
ment. ` 

With best wishes for the committee and yourself, I am, sir, 

Yours sincerely, Epwarp MoGi vss. 


I received another letter from Rev. Mr. Baker, 
telling me that my suggestions had been submitted 
to the conference and were referred to a legal com- 
mittee, from which, no doubt, we shall hear in good 
time a favorable report. - 

What I say in my letter to Rev. Mr. Baker is what 
T said in the Sun in 1870, and I am glad to know 
that what was said so long ago is in substance and 
spirit and largely in phraseology the same as the 
Nine Demands of the American Secular Union. I 
can cordially and unreservedly subscribe to those de- 
mands, and I should be glad to see them granted by 
appropriate changes in our constitutions, state and 
federal. 


— oo 
W. S. BELL and J. E. Remsburg are both at work in 
Nebraska. 


e ; 

Reusen CrgMENT. the thieving president of the Citizens’ 
Savings bank of Leavenworth, Kan., is a good Christian. 
He formerly lived in Fredonia, N. Y., where he was an activ 
elder in the Presbyterian church, interested ia all church 
work. His character as @ religious man was the same in 
Leavenworth as in Fredonia. and the pious folk of that town 
took him to their bosoms and compelled the faithful to with- 
draw their deposits from the four ungodly banks of the city 
and place the money with Brother Clement. The only un- 
christian act Mr. Clement is accused of is breaking the Sab- 
bath by starting for Canada on that day. He took with him 


My reason | 
$51,000 of the brethren’s money, but that is a small offense in 


Father O'Reilly quickly made known his view on the | for saying this is that some of these gentlemen are, I 
the eyes of God's church compared to breaking the Sabbath, 


subject, He said: “ We are paying our share of the believe, activly interested in the work of a committee | 
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` Why Am I a Heathen? 


‘From the North American Review. 

Men raised in a certain faith usually adhere to it, 
or drift into one of its cognates. Thus a heathen 
may wander from simple Confucianism into some 
form, of Buddhism or Brahmanism, just as a Chris- 
tian may tire of following the Golden Rule, and 
adopt some special sect—one more latitudinarian or 
ceremonious, according to the temper of his religious 
conseientiousness; but the latter continues still a 
Christian, though a pervert; while the heathen, in 
Christian parlance, is still a pagan. — . 

The main element of all religion is the moral code 
controling and regulating the relations and acts of 
individuals toward * God, neighbor, and self;" and 
this intelligent ‘‘ heathenism " was taught thousands 
of years before Christianity existed or Jewry bor- 
rowed it. Heathenism has not lost or lessened it 
since. 

Born and raised a heathen, I learned and practiced 
its moral and religious code ; and acting thereunder 
I was useful to myself and many others. My con- 
science was clear, and my hopes as to future life were 
undimmed by distraeting doubt. But, when about 
seventeen, I was transferred to the midst of our 
showy Christian civilization, and at this impressible 
period of life Christianity presented itself to me at 
first under its most alluring aspects; kind Christian 
friends became particularly solicitous for my material 
and religious welfare, and I was only too willing to 
know the truth. 

I had to take a good deal for granted as to the 
inspiration of the Bible—as is necessary to do to 
Christianize a non-Christian mind ; and I even ‘ad- 
vanced so far under the spell of my would be soul- 
savers that I seriously contemplated becoming the 
bearer of heavenly tidings to my “ benighted " hea- 
then people. 

But before qualifying for this high mission, the 
Christian doctrin I would teach had to be learned, 
and here on the threshold I was bewildered by the 
multiplicity of Christian sects, each one claiming a 
monopoly of the only and narrow road to heaven. 

I looked into Presbyterianism only to retreat shud- 
deringly from a belief in a merciless God who had 
long foreordained most of the helpless human race to 
an eternal hell. To preach such a doctrin to intelli- 
gent heathen would only raise in their minds doubts 
of my sanity, if they did not believe I was lying. 

Then I dipped into Baptist doctrins, but found so 
many sects therein, of different “shells,” warring over 
the merits of cold-water initiation and the method 
and time of using it, that I became disgusted with 
such trivialities; and the question of close com- 
munion or not only impressed me that some were 
very stingy and exclusiv with their bit of bread and 
wine, and others a little less so. 

Methodism struck me asa thunder-and-lightning 
religion—all profession and noise. You struck it, or 
it struck you, like a spasm—and so you “ experi- 
enced” religion. 

The Congregationalists deterred me with their 
starchiness and self-conscious true-goodness, and 
their desire only for high-toned affiliates. 

Unitarianism seemed all doubt, doubting even itself. 

A number of other Protestant sects based on some 

novelty or eccentricity—like Quakerism—I found not 
worth a serious study by the non-Christian. 
one point this mass of Protestant dissension cordially 
agreed, and that was ina united hatred of Catholi- 
cism, the older form of Christianity. And Catholi- 
cism returned with interest this animosity. It 
haughtily declared itself the only true church, outside 
‘of which there was no salvation—for Protestants 
especially; that its chief prelate was the personal 
representativ of God on earth, and that he was 
infallible. Here was religious unity, power, and 
authority with a vengeance. But, in chorus, my 
solicitous Protestant friends beseeched me not to 
touch Catholicism, declaring it was-worse than my 
heathenism—in which I agreed; but the same line of 
argument also convinced me that Protestantism 
stood in the same crtegory. 

In fact, the more I studied Christianity in its 
various phases, and listened to the animadversions of 
one sect upon another, the more it all seemed to me 
“ sounding brass and tinkling cymbals.” ; 

Disgusted with sectarianism, I turned to a simpl 
study of the “inspired Bible" for enlightenment. 

The creation fable did not disturb me, nor the 
Eden incident; but some vague doubts did arise 
with the deluge and Noah’s ark; it seemed a reflec- 
tron on a just and merciful divinity. And I was not 
at all satisfied of the honesty and goodness of Jacob, 
or his family, or their descendants, or that there was 
any particular merit or reason for their being the 
“chosen” of God, to the detriment of the rest of 
mankind; for they so appreciated God's special 
patronage that on every occasion they ran after other 
gods, and had a special idolatry for the “ golden 
ealf," to which some Christians allege they are still 
devoted." That God, failing to make something out 
of this stiff-necked race, concluded to send his gon to 
redeem a few of them, and a few of the long-neglected 
gentiles, is not strikingly impressiv to the heathen, 


But on |, 
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It may be flattering to the Christian to know 


it required the crucifixion of God to save him, and 
that nothing less would do; but it opens up 2 series 
of inferences that makes the idea more and more 
incomprehensible, and more and more inconsistent 
with a will, purpose, wisdom, and justice thoroughly 
divine. 

But when I got to the new dispensation, with its 
sin-forgiving business, I figurativly “ went to pieces” 
on Christianity. The idea that, however wicked the 
sinner, he had the same chance of salvation, “ through 
the blood of the lamb,” as the most God fearing—in 
fact, that the eleventh.hour man was entitled to the 
same heavenly compensation as the one who had 


labored in the Tiord's vineyard from the first hour— 


al this was absolutely preposterous. It was not 
just, and God is justice. 

Applying this dogma, 
prospects on the other side of Jordan. 
Dennis Kearney, the California sand-lotter, should 


I began to think of my own 


slip in and meet me there, would he not be likely 


to forget his heavenly songs, and howl once more: 


“The Chinese must go!” and organize a heavenly 


crusade to hav me and others immediately cast out 
into the other place ? 


And then the murderers, cut-throats, and thieves 


whose very souls had become thoroughly impregnated 
with their life-long crimes—-these were to become 
“pure as new-born babes”—all within a few short 
hours of a death-preparation—while I, the good 
heathen (supposing the case), who had done naught 
but good to my fellow-heathen, who had spent most 
of my hard earnings regularly in feeding the hungry, 
and clothing the naked, and. succoring the distressed, 


and had died of yellow fever, contracted from a 


deserted fellow-being stricken with the disease, whom 
no Christian would nurse, I was unmercifully con- 
signed to hell’s everlasting fire, simply because I had 


not heard of the glorious saving power of the Lord 


Jesus, or because the construction of my mind would 
not permit me to believe in the peculiar redeeming 
powers of Christ! 

But, then, it was. gently insinuated: “Oh, no! 
You heathen who had not heard of Christ will not be 
punished quite so severely when you die as those 
‘who heard the gospel and believed it not.” 


The more I read the Bible the more afraid I was to 


become a Christian. "The idea of coming into daily 
or hourly contact with cold-blooded murderers, eut- 
throats, and other human scourges, who had had but 
a few moments of repentance before roaming around 
heaven, was abhorrent. And suppose, to this horde 
of shrewd, “civilized” criminals should be added the 
fanatic thugs of India, the pirates of China, the 
slavers, the cannibals, e£ al. Well, this was enough 
to shock and dismay any mild, decent soul not 
schooled in eccentric Christianity. 

It is not only because I want to be honest, and to 
be sure of a heavenly home, that I choose to sign 
myself “ Your Heathen,” but because I want to be as 
happy a8 I can, in order to liv longer; and I believe 
I can liv longer here by being sincere and practical 
in my faith. ; 

In the first place, my faith does not teach me pre- 
destination, nor that my life is what the gods hath 
long foreordained, but is what I make it myself; and 
naturally much of this depends on the way I liv. 

Unlike Christianity, “our” church is not eager for 
converts; but, like Free Masonry, we think our 
religious dootrin strong enough to attract the seekers 
after light and truth to offer themselva without 
urging, or proselytizing efforts, It preéminently 
teaches me to mind my own business, to be con- 
tented with what I hav, to possess a mind that is 
tranquil, and a body at ease at all times—in a word, 
it says: ‘ Whatsoever ye would not that others 
should do unto you do ye not. even so unto them.” 
We believe that if we are not able to do anybody 
any good, we should do nothing at all to harm them. 
This is better than the restless Christian doctrin of 
ceaseless action. Idleness is no wrong when actions 
fail to bring forth fruits of merit. It is these fruit- 
less trials of one thing and another that produce so 
much trouble and misery in Christian society. 

If my shoe factory employs 500 men, and givs me 
an annual profit of $10,000, why should I substitute 
therein machinery by the use of which I need only 
100 men, thus not only throwing 400 contented, in- 
dustrious men into misery, but making myself more 
miserable by heavier responsibilities, with possibly 
less profit ? 

We heathen believe in the happiness of a common 
humanity, while the Christian’s only practical belief 
appears to be money making (golden calf worship- 
ing); and there is more money to be made by being 
‘tin the swim” as a Christian than by being a heathen. 
Even a Christian minister makes more money in one 
year than a heathen banker in two. 1 do not blame 
them for their money-making, but for their way of 
making it. 

How many eminent Christian preachers sincerely 
believe in all the Christian mysteries they preach? 
And yet it is policy to be apparently in earnest; in 
fact, some are in real earnest rather from the force of 
habit than otherwise—like a Bowery auctioneer who, 
to make trade, provides customers too—to keep up 


Suppose 


the appearance of rushing business. The more con- 


| verts made, the more profit to the church, and the 
more wealth in the pocket of the dominie. 


How would the hundreds of thousands of these 
Christian ministers in the United States make their 
living if they did not bulldoze it out of the pockets 
of the eredulous by making the “pews” believe what 
the “ pulpit" does not ? 

Nor do we heathen believe in a machine way of 
doing good. If we find a man starving in the streets 
we do not wait until we find the overseer of the poor, 
nor for the unwinding of other civilized red tape 
before relieving the man’s hunger. If a heathen 
sees a man fall from a tree-top, and seriously injure 
himself, he does not first run to a hospital for an 
ambulance, nor does the ambulance-man first want 
to know what precinct the injured man belongs to ; 
but forthwith he is cared for and taken to the near- 
est shelter for other needed treatment, and when the 
danger is over then red tape may come in—the Chris- 
tian machinery. 

If we do anything charitable we do not advertise 
it like the Christian, nor do we suppress knowledge 
of the meritorious acts of others, to humor our vanity 
or gratify our spleen. An instance of this was con- 
spicuous during the Memphis yellow-fever epidemic 
a few,years ago, and when the Chinese were virulently 
persecuted all over the United States. Chinese mer- 
chants in China donated $40,000 at that time to the 
relief of plague-stricken Memphis, but the Christians 
quietly swallowed the sweet morsel without even a 
“thank you.” But they did advertise it, heavily and 
strongly, all over the world, when they paid $137,000 
to the Chinese government as petty compensation 
for the massacre of 23 Chinamen by civilized 
American Christians, and for robbing these and other 
poor heathen of their earthly possessions. 

In matters of charity Christians invariably let their 
right hand know what the left is doing, and cry it 
out from the house-tops. The heathen is too 
dignified for such childish vainness. 

Of course, we decline to admit all the advantages 
of your boasted civilization, or that the white race is 
the only civilized one. . Its civilization is borrowed, 


-adapted, and shaped from our older form. 


China has a national history of at least 4,000 years, 
and had a printed history 3,500 years before a 
European discovered the art of type-printing. In 
the course of our national existence our race has . 


"passed, like others, through mythology, superstition, 


witchcraft, established religion, to philosophical 
religion. We hav been “blest” with at least a half 
dozen religions more than any other nation. None 
of, them were rational enough to become the abiding 
faith of an intelligent people ; but when we began to 
reason we succeeded in making society better and its 
government more protectiv, and our great Reasoner, 
Confucius, reduced our various social and religious 
ideas into book form, and so perpetuated them. 

China, with its teeming population of 400 000,000, 
is demonstration enough of the satisfactory results 
of this religious evolution. Where else can it be 
paralleled ? ° 

Call us heathen, if you will, the Chinese are still 
superior in social administration and social order. 
Among 400.000.000 of Chinese there are fewer 
murders and robberies in a year than there are in 
New York state. 

True, China supports a luxurious monarch—whose 
every whim must be gratified ; yet, withal, its people 
are the most lightly taxed in the world, having noth- 
ing to pay but from tilled soil, rice, and salt; and 
yet she has not a single dollar of national debt. 

Such implicit confidence hav we Chinese is our 
heathen politicians that we leave matters of juris- 
prudence entirely in their hands; and they are able 
to devise the best possible laws for the preservation 
of life, property, and happiness, without Christian 
demagogism, or by the cruel persecution of one class 
to promote the selfish interests of another; and we 
are so far heathenish as to no longer persecute men 
simply on account of race, color, or previous condi- 
tion of servitude, but treat them all according to 
their individual worth. 

. Though we may differ from the Christian in ap- 
pearance, manners, and general ideas of civilization, 
we do not organize into cowardly mobs under the 
guise of social or political reform, to plunder and 
murder with impunity; and we are so far advanced 
in our heathenism as to no longer tolerate popular 
feeling or religious prejudice to defeat justice or 
cause injustice. 

We are simple enough, too, not to allow the 
neglect or abuse of age by youth, however mild the 
form. “The silent tears. of age will call down the 
fire of heaven upon those who make them flow." 

“He who witnesseth a crime without preventing 
its commission, or reporting the same to the nearest 
magistrate, is equally responsible with the principal." 

“Tf a stronger man assaults another who is weaker, 
it is the duty of the passer-by to take the weak man’s 
part.” But to Christians this would be a spectaci« 
merely—one to be encouraged rather than prevented. 

A heathen is not allowed to marry unless he is a 
good citizen, moral, and capable to instruct the chil- 
dren he may be honored with. 
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* Parents are responsible for the crimes of their 
children." This is an axiom of the common law in 
Chinese heathendom. 

We do not embrace our wives before our neigh- 
bor’s eyes, and abuse them in the privacy of home. 
If we wish to fool our neighbors at all about our 
domestic affairs we would rather reverse the exhibi- 
tion—let them think we disliked our wife, while love 
at home would be the warmer. 


.l would rather marry in the heathen fashion than 


in the Christian mode, because in the former instance 
I would take a wife for life, while in the second in- 
stance it is entirely a game of chance. | 

We bring up our children to be our second selvs 
in every sense of the word: The Christian’s children, 
like himself, are all on the lookout for No. 1, and it 
is a common result that the old people are badly 
* left" in their old age. . 

While traveling among the Christians one has to 
keep his eyes wide open; even then he has to pay 

‘dear for his comforts. In traveling in China among 
the pure heathen, especially in the interior, a stranger 
is not everybody’s cow—only good to be milked and 
then turned loose—but he is the public's ‘guest; his 
money is a secondary consideration. j| 

As the heathen does not encourage labor-saving 
machinery, I do not hav to be idle if I don't want to, 
&nd, as & result, work is more equally distributed. 

If a hungry heathen steals a bowl of rice and milk, 
and eats it on the premises, the magistrate discharges 
him—as a case of necessity—like self-defense. But 
he who knows the law and violates it, is punished 
more severely than he who is ignorant of it. j 

Christians are continually fussing about religion; 
they build great churches and make long prayers; 
and yet there is more wickedness in the neighbor- 
hood of a single church district of one thousand peo- 
ple in New York than among one million heathen, 
churchless and unsermonized. 

Christian talk is long and loud about how to be 
good and to act charitably. It is all charity, and no 
fraternity——“ there, dog, take your crust and be 
thankful!" And is it, therefore, any wonder there is 
more heart-breaking and suicides in the single state 
of New York in a year than in all China? 

The difference between the heathen and the Chris- 
tian is that the heathen does good for the sake of 
doing good. With the Christian, what little good 
he does he does it for immediate honor and for future 
reward; he lends to the Lord and wants compound 
interest. In fact, the Christian is the worthy heir of 
his religious ancestors. : - 

The heathen does much and says little about it; 
the Christian does little good, but when he doés he 
wants it in the papers and on his tombstone. 

Loye men for the good they do you is a practical 
Christian idea, not for the good you should do them 
as a matter of human duty. So Christians love the 
heathen ; yes, the heathen’s possessions ; and in pro- 

. portion to these the Christian’s love grows in inten- 
‘sity. When the English wanted the Chinamen’s 
gold and trade, they said they wanted “to open 
China for their missionaries.” And opium was the 
chief, in fact, only missionary they looked after, 
when they forced the ports open. And this infamous 
Christian introduction among Chinamen has done 
more injury, social and moral, in China than all the 
humanitarian agencies of Christianity could remedy 
in two hundred years. And on you, Christians, and 
on your greed of gold, we lay the burden of the crime 
resulting; of tens of millions of honest, useful men 
and women sent thereby to premature death after a 
short, miserable life, besides the physical and moral 
prostration it entails even where it does not pre- 
maturely kil! And this great national curse was 
thrust on us at the points of Christian bayonets. 
And you wonder why we are heathen? 

"The only positiv point Christians hav impressed 
on heathenism is that they would sacrifice religion, 
honor, principle, as they do life, for—gold. And 
then they sauctimoniously tell the poor heathen, 
* You must save your soul by believing as we do!” 

Members of my faith do not so worship gold, 
although they know it is a very handy thing to hav 
in the house; but honor and principle are dearer 
than pelf to the average heathen. But I dare say 
when the heathen hav become sufficiently demoralized 
by contact with Christian civilization and its Vanity 
Fair of pretense, pride, and dress, they will probably 
be worse even than the Christian in beating their way 
through this wide, wicked world. Pupiis are often 
too apt. 

In public affairs, it is either niggardliness that 
puts a premium on dishonesty, or loose extravagance 
for show, that encourages political debauchery and 
jobbery. In general, business men are lauded as 
great financiers who actually conspire to buy laws, 
place judges, control senates, corner and regulate at 
will the price of natural products; and, in fact, act 
as if the whole political and social machinery should 
be a lever to them to operate against the interests of 
the nation and people. In a heathen country such 
conspirators against social order and the general 
welfare would hav short shrift. 

' Here in New York, the richest and the poorest 
city in the world, misery pines while wealth arro- 


gantly stalks. - The poor hav the votes, and yet elect 
those who betray them for lucre to corporate and 
capitalistic interests; and the administration of 
justice—in fact, the whole system of jurisprudence— 
is to stimulate crime rather than prevent it. As to 
preventing poverty, or rendering it less intolerable, 
that is the most remote thought of religious and 
political local administration. 

It is no wonder, under such circumstances and 
conditions, that New York is a most heavily taxed 
city, and the worst governed for the interests of New 
York. “Public office a public trust?" Rather, it is 
a farm to be worked, Christian-like, for all it is 
worth. Public spiritedness and moral worth hav no 
value or utility in “ practical” Christian politics. 
Such civic virtues “ don’t pay.” 

Do as we do. Giv public office to the competent. 
Pay them well.. If they are inefficient or indifferent, 
remove them at once. If dishonest, morally or 
financially, kill them as traitors. 

“Tt is better that a child knows only what is right 
and what is wrong than to hav a rote knowledge of 
all the books of the sages. and yet not know what is 
right and what is wrong.” Collegiate education does 
not necessarily make a youth fit for the duties of 
Jife. And men like Lincoln, Greeley, and other such 
Americans prove it. 

“The most successful youth in life is not the most 
learned, but the most unblemished in conduct.” So 
say the heathen. But here, it is called smart when a 
boy is merely impudent to the old, and it is “ smart- 
ness,” and is excused by the phrase that * boys will 
be boys,” when a boy throws a stone with malice to 
break some one’s window; or do some injury. And 
parents of such a boy, while they chide, will secretly 
chuckle, **He's got the makings of a man in him.” 

It is our motto, “If we cannot bring up our chil- 
dren to think and do for us when we are oid as we 
did for them when they were young, it is better not 
to rear them at all.” But the Christian style is for 
children to expect their parents to do all for them, 
and then for the children to abandon the parents as 
soon as possible. 

On the whole, the Christian way strikes us as de- 


| cidedly an unnatural one; it is everyone for himself 


—parents and children even. Imagin my feelings, if 
my own son, whom I loved better than my own life, 
for whom I had sacrificed all my comforts and lux- 
ury, should, through some selfish motiv, go to law 
with me to get hisshare prematurely of my property, 
and even hav me declared a lunatic, or hav me 
arrested and imprisoned, to subserve his interest or 
intrigue! Is this a rare Christian case? Can it be 
charged against heathenism ? 

We heathen are a God-fearing race. Aye, we 
believe the whole universe-creation—whatever exists 
and has existed—is of God and in God; that, fig- 
uratively, the thunder is his voice and the lightning 
his mighty hands; that everything we do and con- 
template doing is seen and known by him; that he 
has created this and other worlds to effectuate benef- 
icent, not merciless, designs; and that all that he 
has done is for the steady, progressiv benefit of the 
creatures whom he endowed with life and sensibility, 
and to whom as a consequence he owes and givs 
paternal care, and will giv paternal compensation 
and justice; yet his voice will threaten and his 
mighty hand chastise those who deliberateiy disobey 
his sacred laws and their duty to their fellow-man. 

“Do unto others as you wish they would do unto 
you,” or “Love your neighbor as yourself,” is the 
great divine law which Christians and heathen alike 
hold, but which the Christians ignore. 

This is what keeps me the heathen I am! And I 
earnestly invite the Christians of America to come to 
Confucius. Wone Cui Foo. 


eor 


Mrs. Colman’s Reminiscences. 


thə heat of the summer was upon us, and it was time 
to return to my Northern home. I had grown old 
in these years of the war, chattel slavery was abol- 
ished, and I felt that I had fairly earned rest. Many 
very sad things had come into my domestic life— 
things that I do not record, because private sorrows 
are not for publie ears. Death is easily talked about, 
as it is what sooner or later comes to us all, but 
there are troubles much harder to bear than death, 
which we hide in our own bosoms, and the world has 
no suspicion that we are not comfortably happy. It 
seemed best to remove my home to Syracuse, where 
a sister of mine was living, and where in a short time 
came another sister to die. We were at first four 
sisters; now only two of us remained. 

H. L. Green was at this time a resident of Syra- 
cuse, and through his exertions a radical club was 


| formed, that was for some years very prosperous. It 


was very democratic, and some people who belonged 
in it intellectually did not like to associate with peo- 
ple who were not always grammatical in speech or 
fashionable in attire. However, we held a very 
respectable meeting once, and sometimes twice, a 
week. I was myseif chairman over three years. At 
last I left the city for a year, resigning my place and 
assuring the society that I would. never again hold 
office, Age had come upon me, and my health was 


The war was over, the new president inaugurated,- 


not good enough to admit of evening work. Mr. 
Green removed from the city, and the club gave up 
the ghost. i 

Soon Liberal Leagues were formed. and the two 
Liberal papers, the Zndex and Tax "Taura SEEKER, 
seemed to become partisan. I had taken the Index 
for two or three years, but it had become distasteful 
to me, and I had given it up. 

I had seen but one or two copies of Tas TaurR 
Sxexer when, receiving a letter from the editor of 
that paper, I learned that a league had been formed 
in Syraeuse for the purpose of helping the editor of 
the Index, by votes, at the anniversary of the 
National League, which was soon to meet in Syracuse. 
I was surprised that the two leading members of the 
old Radical Club had entirely ignored the existence 
of myself and sister, and were as private with their 
League as though they were guilty of intrigue and 
deceit. I was somewhat angered, and, with my 
sister’s help, soon obtained double the names required, 
sent for and obtained a charter, and in one week had 
a Liberal League in good running order. The his- 
tory of the divisions in the National Society is 
familiar to us all; I do care to return to it. Suffice it 
to say it was a hard fight, but those of us who sur- 
vived, though scarred, feel that for us the battle was 
a triumph. It is well to know our friends. I was so 
falsified at that time by men and women that Syra- 


-cuse has never been the same to me, and never can 


be again. I hava few friends whom I love as broth- 
ers and sisters, and they hav been to nie all that I 
could desire. In the long sickness of my last sister, 
terminating in death, my only near relativ, they were 
all in all—but my work is nearly done. Tus Truru 


‘SEnxer family, with its supporters, are very dear to 


me—my own family, I must call them, as I hav no 
other. They hav always treated me with kindness 
and appreciation far beyond my deserts, never hav- 
ing rejected anything which I hav sent them. I hav 
felt often that I hav had more than my share of the 
paper. 

Since I came into this family of truth seekers we 
hav lost by death very many valuable members. 
First, our martyred editor and publisher, D. M. Ben- 
nett; but his soul has been miarching on through all 
these years, inspiring his friends to continue the 
work so well begun by him. And then our loved and 
highly-talented secretary, T. C. Leland, how much 
we miss his genial presence and his gifted pen; and 
dear and most excellent Elizur Wright, almost peer- 
less as a helper in all ways—his intellect was mar- 
velous, his heart full of goodness, and his fearlessness 
was always activ. "Is it duty?’—that question 
answered in the affirmativ, he never shrank. We 
hav lost others less known—-my own sister Mrs. 
Raymond, Mrs. Bonnell, of Junius ; Mr. Mitchell, of 
West Junius, and many others—peace to them all! 
And now my reminiscences close for the present. 
By and by, when my readers are rested, if the Editor 
allows it, I will giv you a chapter of my own experi- 
ence in Spiritualism. Just at present I can think of 
little else but the imprisonment of men and women 
for their opinions orally expressed or written upon 
paper. Lucy N. Corman. 

Syracuse, June 20, 287. 

> + 

PorurAR opinions on subjects not palpable to sense 
are often true, but seldom or never the whole truth. 
They are a part of the truth; sometimes a greater, 
sometimes a smaller part, but exaggerated, distorted, 
and disjoined from the truths by which they ought 
to be accompanied and limited.  Heretical opinions, 
on the other hand, are generally some of these 
suppressed and neglected truths, bursting the bonds 
which kept them down, and either seeking reconcili- 
ation with the truth contained in the common 
opinion, or fronting it as enemies, and setting 
themselvs up with similar exclusivness as the whole 
truth, The latter case is hitherto the most frequent, 
as in the human mind one-sidedness has always 
been the rule, and many-sidedness the exception. 
Hence even in revolutions of opinion one part of the 
truth usually sets while another rises. Even 
progress, which ought to superadd, for the most part 
only substitutes one partial and incomplete truth for 
another; improvement consisting chiefly in this, 
that the new fragment of truth is more wanted, 
more adapted to the needs of the time, than that | 
which it displaces. Such being the partial character : 
of prevailing opinions, even when resting on a true 
foundation, every opinion which embodies somewhat 
of the portion of truth which the common opinion 
omits, ought to be considered precious, with whatever 
amount of error and confusion that truth may be 
blended. No sober judge of human affairs will feel . 
bound to be indignant because those who force on 
our notice truths which we should otherwise hav 
overlooked, overlook some of those which we see. 
Rather he will think that so long as popular truth is 
one-sided, it is more desirable than otherwise that 
unpopular truth should hav one-sided asserters, too; 
such being usually the most energetic, and the most 
likely to compel reluctant attention to the fragment 
of wisdom which they proclaim as if it were the 
whole.—J. S. Mill. 
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Where Will It End? 

The Mormon church is organized under the Utah 
territorial laws, and its affairs are managed by thir- 
teen trustees. The church owns a large amount of 
property, real estate and personal, has a fund for im- 
porting its converts, and is a thrifty concern gener- 
ally. The Mormon theology is based upon the Jew- 
ish Bible ; its members religiously believe in imitating 
the revered patriarchs of old in the number of their 
wives; it has revelations of later date, but equal 
authenticity, than the Christian church possesses, 
and is for these and other reasons cordially hated by 
its mother and rival, the Christian church. 

At the last session of Congress Senator Edmunds 
procured the passage of a bill authorizing fourteen 
trustees to be appointed by the president, and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate, to take posses. 
sion and control of the property and affairs of the 
corporation of the Mormon church, and wind up its 
affairs. The bill also authorized the attorney-general 
to sue for and escheat to the government all property 
of the Mormon church corporation in excess of $50,- 
000. of value in real property, except buildings used 
exclusivly for religious worship, and to devote the 
funds realized to common school purposes. The bill 
further provided measures to disincorporate the 
Mormon “Perpetual Emigration Fund Society,” 
winding up its affairs and devoting its funds to com- 
mon school purposes. The bill, which President 
Cleveland allowed to become a law without his sig- 
nature, enacts also severe penalties for polygamy, 
and forces the first wife to testify against her hus- 
band. 

Under the provisions of this bill, Mr. George S, 
Peters, United States attorney for Utah, has now 
filed suit.against the trustees and managers of the 
Mormon church in behalf of the United States to dis- 
incorporate the said church and wind up its busi- 
ness. The petition alleges that the property is 
valued at $3,000,000—$2,000,000 in real estate and 
$1,000,000 personal property. It sets forth the law 
of Congress we hav quoted, asks the appointment of 
a receiver, and that all the books, papers, accounts, 
etc.; belonging to the church be turned over to him, 
together with all the deeds, notes, and property of 
every description. September 15th was set down by 
„the court for hearing the petition, and subponas is- 
sued to the church authorities ordering them to 
attend on that day. 

The United States, therefore, may now be consid- 
ered as fairly embarked in the business of confisca- 
tion of religious property, and a precedent established 

. for future crusades of the kind. But, in the begin- 
ning of this affair, as one who opposes the church 
about to be despoiled as well as the church which 
has started the crusade, we desire to enter a protest 
against the conduct of the United States authorities. 
These authorities are being made the tool of priest- 
eraft—the catspaws of a rival religion. The Chris- 
tian church dreads the progress of the Mormon 
church, and has determined to stamp it out. The 


-cannot take from peaceful citizens private property for 


United States are the boots the Christian church has 
put on to do it in. The reason for these forcible 
measures is that Christian ministers cannot answer 
the arguments of the Mormon elders. The Mormons 
carry out the precepts and follow the practice of the 
Christians’ saints, and quote chapter and verse from 
the Christians’ Bible to justify themselvs. No one 
who accepts the Bible as the word of God, divinely 
given to man to liv by and die by, can prove these 
Mormons. wrong. If polygamy was not wrong 
among God’s first-chosen ‘people—among those to 
whom he gave his commands direct, and whose wel- 
fare he personally looked after—why is it wrong to- 
day? ‘A bishop shall hav but one wife,” wrote 
Paul to Timothy, but he didn’t write that a layman 
could not hav more. Yet the Christians do not con- 
fine their complaints to the bishops of the Mormon 
church. Yet why call the Utah people villains, and 
commend the early Christians as exemplars of virtue? 
By the Bible Christian theologians cannot show the 
Mormons to be wrong. Hence this legal and forcible 
crusade. 

Polygamy is a disgusting and detestable institu- 
tion. It debases the men, and degrades the women 
to the level of hired mistresses, prostituting their 
bodies that they may liv out their religion. The 
Mormon church is a tyrannical, poverty-compelling 
machine of tremendous power. Like the Roman 
Catholic machine, it keeps its people in slavery and 
ignorance.. It exacts a large share of the productions 
of its devotees, and commands absolute and servil 
obedience to the orders of the hierarchy. It is a 
huge imposture, useless and vicious, built of decep- 
tion and craft upon the fear of superstitious ignorance. 
In this, too, it is like the Roman Catholic church, 
and for it there is no reformation. Destruction is the 
only thing that will reform it. 

But its destruction should not be undertaken by 
force by the government, unless the government is 
prepared to undertake the destruction of all relig- 
ions. Neither should it be undertaken at the instance 
of a rival sect, anxious for revenge because of its 
argumentativ defeat. Ifthe government is to destroy 
all detestable religions, where shall it stop? If it is 
to confiscate the property of every sect that becomes 
a menace to our institutions, where is the law 
against the Roman Catholics? If church-members 
are to be placed under the direct supervision of the 
national government because they vote for men of 
their faith, why did not Congress pass laws robbing 
the Methodists who combined at the instance of 
their church leaders and voted for Grant and Hayes 
for presidents? 
for a church because five or ten per cent of its mem- 
bership hav relations with more than one woman, 
where are the trustees for the Protestant churches? 
Aye, where are the trustees for the churches dishon- 
ored by the membership of the senators and repre. 
sentativs who spend their salaries on hired mistresses, 
and when their money is gone procure them places 
in government service? 

The people of the United States owe such liberty 
as they possess to such freedom of speech and wor- 
ship as the Christians cannot help permitting. The 
Constitution of the United States does not permit 
Congress to legislate regarding religion, and without 
violating the supreme authority of the land Congress 


public use without compensation. The fundamental 
law of our country was framed to protect all alike, to 
throw the arm of the Jaw around all alike, and to 
allow everyone to exercise and support his own pro- 
fessed religion, be it Christianity or Confucianism, 
Mormonism or Mohammedanism. Congress has pre- 
cisely the same right to confiscate the Roman Catholic 
cathedral that it has to sell at auction the Mormon 
temples. If the Supreme Court sustains this law, we 
shall expect the Protestants to urge Congress’ to 
knock down to the highest bidder the territorial 
property of that other enemy of: theirs, the Roman 
Catholic church. 


The only reason that other governments than ours. 


hav urged when taking steps of this nature, has been 


that the church possessed so much property and had’ 


such a hold upon the people thereby, that the exist- 
ence of the state was menaced. This was the plea 
of the old English kings, and of the Italian and 
Mexican governments in recent times. But in this 
ease there is no such plea. If there were, the insig- 
nificant amount of property attached, compared to 
that held by other sects, would disprove it. Three 


‘allowed to use it as they choose. 


If Congress can appoint trustees 


millions of dollars is nothing for religious corpora- 
tions to shold. The sum would not build the bare 
walls of the Catholic cathedral, and scarcely repair 
the rotten tenements held by Trinity corporation. 
The only reason, therefore, for this unconstitutional 
proceeding is that polygamy must be suppressed. 
But this, in itself, is as flimsy a pretext as the other 
would be. Only a small percentage of the Mormons 
are polygamists, and the law for reaching them is 
ample and efficacious.. Hundreds of them hay suf- 
fered under it, and it is not pretended that this suit 
will reach more. But, for the fault of the few—a 
fault, as we hav said, already expiated by many—a 
whole body of religionists, thousands and thousands 
of men, women, and children, are to be robbed of 
their property. It is no excuse that the proceeds of 
this robbery will be devoted to a purpose infinitly 
wiser and more beneficial than that chosen by the 
victims.: The property is theirs, and they should be 
The United States 
are rich enough to build all the schools Utah needs 
without this money. Instead, the robbery of the 
Mormons is deliberately planned and legally executed 
to satisfy the hatred of an opposing religious sect. 
While no one would rejoice more than we to see 
the Mormon. superstition as well as the Christian 
superstition become a thing of the past—a phase of 
barbarism from which the race had become eman- 
cipated by natural progress—it yet becomes our 
duty, in the name of freedom, of impartial justice, of 
religious liberty, to protest against the action of the 
United States. The Mormon has as good a right to 


| advocate his religious compound of faith and foolish- 


ness as we hav to disclose its true character. And if, 
overriding .our Constitution, it becomes a settled 
thing that Congress can legislate out of existence all 
religious bodies which it hates, what is to prevent 
the national government from stamping out the irre- 
ligious people whom the church hates more? 
i 


The New Aspect of Mrs. Slenker’s Case. 


We are very sorry indeed to hav caused Mrs. 
Slenker the night’s sleeplessness of which she com- 
plains, but we are a thousand times more grieved 
that- she should hav given us cause, however inno- 
cently, to use the words we were compelled to. For 
it appears from the indictment that the matter she 
sent was not the Word itself, but a circular or letter 
containing the same story. And as she was very 
much grieved that her private “information” to the - 
Heywoods should hav been printed, we should not 
hav thought that she would further circulate it. 
Neither should we be blamed for printing the indict- 
ment. Those who are appealed to for aid hav the 
right to know what they are aiding, and how could 
they obtain that knowledge except by perusing the 
indictment ? 

It is better in this matter, as in all others, to. be 
honest. Mrs. Slenker has been engaged in a work 
which to her seemed necessary and good. Her 
intentions and personal character cannot be ques- 
tioned. ‘Others, however, hav not seen the necessity 
of the work, and hav disapproved of it. Probably 
ninety of every hundred Freethinkers condemn the - 
work as uncalled for and useless. This is their right 
as clearly as it is Mrs. Slenker’s right to consider her 
labors scientific. We do not see, therefore, why she 
should scold because Liberals do not all agree with 
her. Let her be “kindly tolerant, and giv those who 
differ from her the benefit of the widest charity and 
consideration.” 

There is valid excuse for the conduct of those of 
whom Mrs. Slenker complains. . If the sole consid- 
eration in her case were the matter complained of in 
the indictment, we frankly confess that we should 
hav little heart in her defense, beyond personal 
regard for her and natural sympathy for an aged 
woman, doing what she thinks good and right, de- 
eoyed by the unprincipled agents of a scoundrelly 
society. Apart from the facts that the court before 
which she is arraigned is an improper one; that the 
law under which she is indicted is unconstitutional, 
that it is a statute that has been shamefully abused, 
and is vicious in the last degree; that her prosecutors 
are urged on by an illegitimate religious society, one 
of whose objects is to crush, by fair means or foul, op- 
ponents of Christianity ; that her arrest is made with 
no good motiv—and if we had never until now 
heard of Mrs. Slenker, and knew nothing of her work— 
we would not consider the case one that called for an : 
uprising of Freethinkers to defend invaded principles. 
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- But there is another side to the case, and, while 
we giv due weight to the side just presented, it is 
upon the other view of it that we base our plea for 
Mrs. Slenker. In matters of this kind, of course, per- 
sonal considerations must be left aside. It would 
make no difference with the principle if Mrs. Slenker 
were as vicious as she is virtuous and honest. And, 
admitting that there exists a necessity for municipal 

‘ regulations restraining the spread of depraved litera- 
ture, we must defend Mrs. Slenker, as the matter 
now appears to us, for a good many reasons. In the 
first place, the prosecutor cannot produce a single 
person who has been injured in person, property, or 
morals by anything Mrs. Slenker has done. This 
fact alone is sufficient to acquit her. 

Secondly, the post-office folks hav no legal nor 
moral right to interfere with private correspondence. 
Under the present law, even, matter sent from one 
person to another, in sealed envelope at letter rates, 
is wholly between the two correspondents, and should 
no more be made the basis of a prosecution by the 
United States than should the conversation between 
the parties. Mrs. Slenker was not offering her let- 
ters for sale, nor her circulars. She was not engaged 
in that business which it is the intent of the law to 
suppress. m l 

Thirdly, it is monstrously absurd to punish a per- 


son for putting a piece of paper into a letter-box, 


when the contents of the paper could be circulated 
orally from person to person without exposing them 
to any punishment whatever. 

Fourthly, the matter complained of is a mere 
incident in Mrs. Slenker’s work—one alleged fact 
among hundreds—of no more consequence to her or 
her work than a single brick is in the building of 
& house. To prosecute her for it is like allowing 
a man to put up a huge building, and then arrest him 
because one brick in the foundation is ill-looking and 
dirty. If Mrs. Slenker had laid special stress upon 
this ill-formed brick, or if she had had it duplicated, 
and sold it simply because it was ill-formed, the 
prosecutors might hav had a peg to hang their suit 
upon. But now the prosecution appears to be 
wholly an invasion of the right to send information 
through the mail. 

For these and other reasons-we shall do what we 
can to secure the acquittal of Mrs. Slenker, and hope 
every other person in the country will also help. 


———— 99-9 — — ——— 
We Hope It May All Be So. 

The writer of the subjoined is of the firm of Ronald 
and Heermans, Blacksburg, Va., counsel for Mrs. 
Slenker : 

‘‘Montaomery Co., Va., Aug. 8, 1887. 

“ Eprrog TauTH SEexkER: I hav just read your article of 
June 25th on ‘Virginia.’ You do injustice not only to the 
state and to Mrs. Slenker's cause, but open yourself to ridi- 
cule fora lack of knowledge of the people of whom you 
speak. The community in which Mrs. Slenker livs will 
compare favorably in intelligence with any rural community 
in the United States True, there may not be so many 
Freethinkers, but for liberty-loving, justice-dealing, they are 
peers to any, and I would rather select a jury from the peo- 
ple of these mountains to try Mrs. Slenker's case than from 
New York or New Jersey, where Bennett and Reynolds had 
the benefit of that high order of intelligence of which they 
boast. Montani semper liberi! Virginia has produced no Com. 
stock nor disgraced her statutes with ‘blasphemous’ laws. 
The spirit of Jefferson abideth in these mountains and will 
preside at the trial of Mrs. Slenker. C. A. HEERMANS." 


We hav but a word to say in reply. The incident 
Mr. Heermans denies was related to us by Mrs. 
Slenker herself, and, with due respect to Mr. Heer- 
mans, we must decline to doubt that Jady’s word. In 
Mrs. Slenker’s communication in another column it 
will be seen that she reaffirms the truth of the story. 
Ignorance is not confined to Virginia, of course, and 
we honor that state for the blasphemous vacancy in 
her statutes. But, as Mr. Heermans well recalls, it 
was the Infidel Thomas Jefferson who guided Vir- 
ginia’s lawmakers into the right path. 


_ oe HO 
A Misplaced Sermon. 


A good many folks are making a great deal of fuss 
over the letter written by Colonel Ingersoll to his 
sick friend when he sent him some whisky. The 
letter is a little poem, to wit: 

“New Yorg, April, 1887. 

“ My Dear FRIEND: I send you some of the most wonder- 
ful whisky that ever drove the skeleton from a feast or 
painted landscapes in the brain of man. It is the mingled 
souls of wheat and corn. In it you will find the sunshine 
and the shadow that chased each other gver the billowy 
fields, the breath of June, tbe carol of the lark, the dews of 
night, the wealth of summer, and &autumu's rich content, all 
golden with imprisoned light. 


Drink it and you will hear | 


the voice of men and maidens singing the ‘ Harvest pum 
mingled with the laughter of children. Drink it and you 
will feel within your blood the startled dawns, the dreamy, 
tawny dusks, of many perfect days. For forty years this 
liquid joy has been within the happy staves of oak, longing 
to touch the lips of man.” 

The liquor was rare old whisky, probably not to be 
duplicated, and was the best that the sick friend— 
who had been directed to use a stimulant—could 
hav. . It was an act of kindness on Colonel Ingersoll’s 
part to send it. The letter that accompanied the 
gift was a sort of testimonial to the quality of the 
whisky, but, proceeding from Colonel Ingersoll, was 
elothed in poetic garments that no other brain could 
fashion. 

Somehow the letter got to the publie, and created 
& sensation. The Christians began at once to call 
Colonel Ingersoll the advocate of whisky-drinking, 
the liquor-seller's friend, and all the other things 
that follow. This might be expected, and only shows 
the unfairness of the pietists. Anyone not thor- 
oughly stupid can see at & glance just why the letter 
w88 written, and anyone not thoroughly dishonest 
would never try.to twist it into evidence that Colonel 
Ingersoll thinks too much of whisky. However, the 
Christian editors are dishonest enough to do it, and 
use it with all the power they possess. 

But we are surprised that a Freethinker—a man 
of ability, and generally credited with. possessing 
some worldly wisdom—should deem. it necessary, 
because of this letter, to tell Mr. Ingersoll that he 
has been “misused by the devil,” that he sent his 
friend a poisonous drink, that he has written a 
whisky “ad.” of exceeding danger, that Whisky is the 
destroyer of the world, “and it is awful to think 
how the most gifted become his victims and advocates 
—especially poets in prose or verse ? that it really 
was Alcohol which wrote the letter, “and thus mis- 
used the colonel’s hand and pen and wonderful 
brain.” 

This is abusing a man because he is courteous and 
kind, and is a long way out of place. It shows, too, 


a woeful lack of comprehension. 
— erem 


The Imbecility of Woman's "ron Advocates. 

In the Denison Sunday Gazetteer, John G. Hert- 
wig, a naturalized citizen, says: 

“In the ranks of Freethinkers of the United States there 
are men advocating woman suffrage. These Freethinkers 
consider the male portion of the American people are a lot of 
imbecils, unable to attend to the public affairs of this free 
country, and want the women of the United States to do 
this. Nature, however, has assigned the latter to the per- 
formance of other duties.” 

Our German friend goes on to say that though 
the male advocates of woman suffrage may be imbe- 
cils, lacking the necessary manhood (sic) or intellect 
to grasp the affairs of state, yet women could not 
better the matter, as they would simply vote for Pro- 
hibition and the overthrow of religious freedom. 
The rights he givs to women are narrowed to this, 
and he seems surprised that they are “not content 


therewith :” 
** Under our American fundamental laws named, all of the 


women of the Union, presiding over households, hav the nat-. 


ural right to render their homes as attractiv as possible to 
their husbands and sons; and strictly to enjoy sobriety, each 
in her own family circle, ‘thus promoting the cause of sobriety 
throughout the land.” 


Mr. Hertwig evidently views the Freethought ad- 
vocacy of woman suffrage from a broad and all- 
comprehending elevation. Because we hold that a 
woman is as much an individual as is a man; that 
she is just as capable of making rules by which she 
is herself governed as men are; that she is equally 
entitled with men to say who shall administer those 
laws; that, as she is one of the governed, and just 
governments derive their power from the consent of 
those governed, it is unjust to deprive her of a voice 
in the making of that government, Mr. Hertwig con- 
cludes that we are all imbecils who want to retire 
from public affairs and turn them over to our moth- 
ers, Wives, and sisters! The logie which leads to 
this conclusion is extremely unique, and exhibits to 
public view an original, if peculiar, mind. But 
there can be no doubt that the ladies will be pleased 
to learn that they are still accorded the right to 
perform the duties demanded of them by nature, and 
they may continue to minister to the wants of the 
male members of their families without fear of incur- 
ring our German friend’s displeasure. Should they, 
however, so far forget themselvs as to make their 
homes attractiv to their daughters, the consequences 
must be upon their own heads. 


In Mr. Hertwig's nativ land it is usual for the wife to 


go into the field and perform the hard labor incidental 
to agriculture, while the husband sits at home and 
smokes his pipe till she shall return and cook his 


dinner. Whenever the lord and master condescends 
to help her prepare the Jand for planting, he usually 
does it by holding the handles of the plow while she, ` 


yoked with a four-footed animal, draws the imple- 
ment through the soil. 


Mr. Hertwig forgot to men- 
tion that this duty and right is still preserved to her, 
and probably will be forever, in countries governed 
by such liberty-loving gentlemen as our naturalized 


friend. 
ee 


Tax Sun, of this city, says: 

* Tt does seem that there is a certain incongruity in a struggle 
against Socialism in the United Labor Party, Mr. George’s land 
scheme is distinctly Socialistic. Where is the line to be drawn in 
the United Labor party between tbe Socialism that is permitted 
and the Socialism that is tabooed 2” : 

That is an easy conundrum. The line is drawn between 
Mr. George’s theories and those of any other Socialist. 


WE get this important item of news from the Sacramento, 
Cal. Bee: “A religious census was instituted in Eureka, 
Humboldt county, for the purpose of ascertaining just how 
many people professed allegiance to the various churches. 
The parsons are alarmed, not because they hav found how 
many norninal Christians there are in the community, but 
for the better reason that the census uncovered three thou- 
sand Infidels in the town. The churches proposed to go into 
politics on a teetotal-Sunday-law platform, but the nest of In- 
fidelity which their curiosity stirred up has brought ‘about a 
halt in their ambitions.” 


In 1879 the following brief editorial appeared in the Sey- 
mour (Ind.) Times: ‘While Elmina is capering around iu 
her kitchen and cow-lot with Brother Heermans’s bleeding 
scalp dangling at her belt, it remained for Brother Rems- 
burg to step in and harvest his hide and tallow. There isn't 
anything at all left of that poor orthodox man. We sincerely 
trust that he may gather up his scattered remains and bring 
them on board our gallant craft for & heavenward cruise." 
The above refers to & theological controversy which Mrs. 
Slenker and J. E. Remsburg had with Charles A. Heermans, 
who is now counsel for Mrs. Slenker in her pending case. 


Tux issue of John Swinton’s Paper of August 7th contains. 
the announcement that the paper is to be discontinued. Mr. 
Swinton says : 

“I hav been wrecked by this paper and by the labors associated 
therewith—in which during the past four years I hav sunk tens of 
thoneands of dollars—all of it out of my own pocket. The publica- 
tion of John Swinton's Paper Must now, therefore, be brought to an 
end.” 

This is regrettable indeed, for, of all the labor papers, John 
Swinton’s easily stood at the head. It was better edited, 
contained more labor news, and had more editorial vigor 
than any labor paper now in the field. Mr. Swinton was the 
first to wake the workers up and set them to thinking. His 
appeals and advice led to the compact labor organizations of 
this city. Only for him and his paper, Henry George's 
wonderful canvass would hav been impossible. But, with 
the gratitude peculiar to masses, the workers hav deserted 
their old friend and taken up with newer theorists and more 
sensational teachers. The political leaders of the Labor 
party found that, because of Mr. Swinton’s honest adherence 
to principle and repugnance to political deals, they could 
not use him, and they, too, went back on him, as they will 
on any square, up-and-down, one-hundred-cents-on.the-dol- 
lar man who will not resort to tricks to push his purposes. 
The workingmen will find they hav made great mistake in 
allowing John Swinton's Paper to die. It will not be many 
moons ere an unflinchingly honest journal will be needed to 
expose the underhand deals of some of the Labor party 
politicians. 


Tue Sacramento Bee is honest enough with itself to say: 
‘The Beecher memorial volume will soon be out. It is 
said that the tribute paid by Col. R. G. Ingersoll is really the 
only one worthy of perusal. We hav not had an opportunity 
of reading any of the others, but Ingersoll’s is certainly a 
most remarkable example of magnificent poetry in prose. It 
is a song as grandly beautiful and as melodiously harmonious 
as anything that has ever entranced the ears of man. Inger- 
soll is the greatest orator, the sublimest word paintcr, that the 
world has ever seen. Itis the fashion of cobwebbed brains 
to point to the ancients as masters of eloquence, to worship 
at the shrine of the philippics of Demosthenes or bow down 
in awed humility before Cicero’s orations. And yet all their 
garnercd words together could not form such a wreath of 
eloquence as is to be found in this one tribute to a dead 
American patriot by a living American genius. Asone reads 
it he can hear the murmur of the brooks, the warbling of 
birds, the merry laughter of children, the songs of harvesters, 
can see the cattle standing in the pools, like ‘statues of con- 
tent, be enchanted with nature in nature's happiest mood, 
and awed with her majesty and grandeur. More than that, 
one can sweep over the life of our greatest pulpit orator at a 
glance, and can follow him with the eye from that ‘Puritan 
penitentiary’ in which he was born, through all the succes- 
siv stages of battling with the prejudices instilled into him, 
until he stood on the mountain top, preaching that same 
liberty of thought for others that he deemed to be an inalien- 
ableright of his own. To our mind, there is nothing supe- 
rior in the English language to this tribute penned by Inger- 
soll, unless it be that wonderful word panorama in which 
this same orator briefly traces the life of Napoleon I. from his 
lowly birth in Corsica until he pictures him with folded arms 
at St. Helena, gazing out upon the sad and solemn sea." 
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Letters from friends. 


WoopsTock, Vr., July 27, 1887. 
Frenn Maoponatp: I hav $10, which I wish to get rid 
of in such a way that it will dothe most good. I see no bet- 
ter way than to look after those that most need it. The 
first, Sister Elmina Slenker, is calling. She must hav $2. 
Then come the pictures that so please the orthodox part of 
the community; Mr. Heston must hav $8. Next, Dr. Ed- 
ward McGlynn must hav $5, for he has stepped out into the 
wide world. Don’t let any true American say ‘‘ cold, cold 
"world." In his honest movement and self-sacrifice stand by 

him and see him through those troubles ahead. 
Jonn D. Powrrs. 


Aroxa, I. T., July 24, 1887. 
Mr. Epiror: Please to change my address to this place. 
You see I am floating about so I can subscribe for a short 
time only. I send you fifty cents to extend my time. Iam 
at present prospecting for a gold and silver mine at this 
place; hav a good showing. By the way, I would like to 
inquire through your columns (as prospectors) if any gospel 
sharp can giv me any information regarding the gold or 
‘silver mines that those Bible people worked. I see great 
accounts of large quantities of it, but no account of miners 
or mines which must hav been worked to produce it. Now 
if thoseold mines could be traced up they must be immensely 
rich, and with modern machinery ought to pay handsomely. 
I make this proposition. If any one will look them up I 
will go ahead and work them, giv him one-third, keep one- 

third, and giv the Lord one-third. I. A. V Air. 


Lesie, Mion., July 1, 1887. 
Mz. Eprron : In the death and burial of my father, Frank- 
lin Elmer, July 12th, in the eighty-fourth year of his age, we 
can truly say a philosopher has passed away. He had emerged 
from darkness in the proud light of reason. As was requested, 
a Liberal lecturer was engaged, a Mr. Potter, of Eaton Rapids, 
who gave an address on death. Death was as natural as 
birth, especially in old age—but not in youth, as that is con- 
trary to the laws of nature, and the time would surely come 
when death would not be known in youth; when we shall 
know how to rear our young as well as the birds of the for. 
est, and when we will advance much faster in the future than 
in the past. The day has come when the world demands 
knowledge and will hav it. The most learned and intelligent 
clergy are to-day making science and the developments of 
nature a study for the coming generation. 
Saran A. HAYNES. 


New York, Aug. 7, 1887. 
Mz. Epitor: W. H. Burrs discovery of a woman in the 

moon is not new. Longfellow’s infant Hiawatha observed 
it. It attracted his attention once while in company with 
his grandmother, the aged Nokomis, and he inquired of her 
who the woman was. She gave this explanation (I quote 
from memory): 

Once a warrior very angry 

Seized his grandmother and threw her, 

Right against the moon he threw her, 

Tis her body that you see there. 


It was certainly many years ago that Hiawatha remarked 
this feature of the lunar orb; and I would venture to point 
out that Nokomis’s story is much superior to Mr. Burr’s, in 
that it not only postulates a woman in the moon but explains 
how she got there. Very respectfullly, 

G. E. Maoponatp. 


Oro, Ia., July 17, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: Being a regular reader of your paper, and 
seldom seeing anything from this section in your columns, I 
thought you and the friénds of Freethought might be pleased 
to hear how the cause is prospering away out here in the 
Northwest. Just at this moment I am enjoying the hospital- 
ity of my friend Mr. S. R. Day, one of the pioncers of 
western Iowa, and who has resided for over thirty years 
upon the farm he now owns, a beautiful plateau of some six 
hundred acres, situated in the pleasant valley of the Little 
Sioux river, Woodbury-county, Iowa. As I hav already 
stated, Mr. Day is one of the pioneers of this section, and 
also one.of the pioneers of Freethought, and much good has 
he accomplished for tbe cause of moral and mental liberty in 
this county. Just now we are being ‘‘favored” by a series 
of meetings by & doubiful sort of an evangelist, known 
as the Rev. Weber. As an orator the reverend gentleman is 
a success, if low, vulgar slang and dirty tales go to make up 
oratorical ability. While I write I am at the same time 
being edified by one of his finest efforts (as his tent is but a 
stone’s throw from my friend’s house). And at the close of 
each tirade of abuse, which he never fails to pour out upon 
the unprotected head of any who dares to disagree with him 
on the duties and destinies of mankind, or doesn’t come down 
with the necessary wealth to keep the reverend gentleman’s 
pay-roll good, or at the close of some vulgar story, wholly 
unfit for any respectable audience—expressions that ought 
to banish from society any man in a respectable community 
~—there goes up a shout and hurrah that would do justice to 
Red Cloud and his entire army of painted braves. But all is 
not gold that glitters, nor all bombastic egotism reason, 
as the reverend gentleman discovered one day last week, 
while making his rounds of pastoral visits. It so happened 
that by mistake he dropped in at the home of one of our 
best-posted Liberals, and asked to pray with him. My 
friend placed his pocket-knife upon the floor, and told Mr. 
Preacher, if he thought he could move the knife, to go 
ahead, but the reverend concluded not to pray. My friend 
then asked him why prayer did not save Garfield, when all 
Christendom were praying for his recovery, which he 
avoided by saying that he did not pray for Garfield because 


i 


he knew he could not recover. Good logic, net to pray for 
what you believe to be impossible; for the Lord is generally, 
if not always, all things being equal, **on the side of the 
heaviest battalions.” But I hav already infringed upon your 
space. Inclosed you will find $2, one for S. R. Day, and 
one for myself, which you will please forward to the proper 
parties for the defense of Mrs. E. D. Slenker. N. E. P. 


E CoruMsBus, O., July 29, 1887. 

Mr. EprrOoR: A thought struck me to-day; it would be a 
good idea to publish an. illustrated Bible by Watson Heston. 
The only trouble would be that to be properly done it would 
be so disgusting that it would bother Comstock, and he 
would be under the necessity of refusing the holy Bible his 
countenance, and prosecuting the publisher for publishing 
the worst book in the language. What a joke! If a com- 
pany could be formed for the purpose I would take some of 
the stock, certain. 

Iam pleased to see Father McGlynn is inclined to expose 
some of the villainies of the Catholic church. He will prove 
to be an able coadjutor of Taz Trurn SEEKER in that line. 
At least, I hope so. Now, if Mr. George will come out and 
combat its superstitions there will be some chance of their 
doing good; for it is no use talking, this superstition and 
priestcraft must be torn up root and branch before the condi- 
tion of the masses can be improved any worth talking about. 
It is the foundation stcne of all the misery, poverty, and 
ignorance that exist among us. Joun Downes. 


Frayxrort, Mron., July 26, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: I want to let the readers of Tas Troru 
SEEKER know that I am growing up for the right, the good, 
and the true, although I hav had a hard chance so far in my 
life. But the light is beginning to gleam around me, for 
I hav read five copies of Tug TRUTH SEEKER, which gave me 
an insight into the nature of things. I hav read the Michigan 
Christian Advocate, in which I found things I could not 
understand. I was told by the Christians that God did not 
intend we should understand all of his ways. But I am free 
from sin, for I was baptized in the name of the Holy Ghost 
last February. I ate and drank in remembrance of Christ at 
a Methodist quarterly meeting. I thought it looked very 
silly to eat and drink in remembrance of something which I 
knew nothing about. So I commenced a hymn which I had 

heard sung, as follows : i 

Can it be right for me to go 

Along this dark, uncertain way, 


Say I believe, and yet not know 
Whether my sins are washed away ? 


I will no longer go this way, 
Leading and being led astray ; 

But forward come, defend the right, 
Led and leading into light. 

One night as I went to prayer-meeting & gentleman said to 
me, ‘Be true to yourself;" and so I hav been up to this 
time. I hav seen men of all creeds, and men without a 
creed, whom Christians call Infidels. I am tempted to say: 

Hurrah! hurrah! for the Infidel ; 
Hurrah ! hurrah ! for his fame ; 
Hurrah! hurrah! for his children— 
May they grow up the same. 

I would like to hear from some of the readers of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, for it seems lonely here. My mother is 
dead; my father is in Iowa. 

Mynvegp L. D. Lansine (age 17). 


Wrst Union, O., July 26, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: In looking back over the various and almost 
innumerable positions occupied by the church, but finally 
given up when compelled by reason, common-sense, and 
public sentiment, one is forced to exclaim, ‘‘ Consistency, 
thou art a jewel!” and to wonder what foolish position she 
will next occupy. 

I cannot call to mind one single reform proposed or 
adopted, for the benefit of civilization and for the ennobling 
of mankind, for the last fifteen hundred years, that has not 
been tenaciously opposed by the dominant sect in the locality 
or country in which it was proposed; and the reformers 
were persecuted, cast into prison, or burnt at the stake, just 
as public sentiment would permit. By taking a close obser- 
vation of the past and present, the liberal ‘‘ Infidel” is made 
to feel glad that religious superstition and priestcraft are 
rapidly losing their oppressiv and murderous grip on man. 

Superstition and supernaturalism always go hand in hand 
—neither of them has any existence except iu imagination. 
They are twin-sisters, and their mother's name is Ignorance. 
Fanaticism and Enthusiasm are their legitimate offspring. 
This constitutes the family group down to the sccond genera- 
tion, beyond which it is useless to trace them. It was from 
this family that first sprang that horribly diabolical doctrin 
of a personal devil and a literal hell, and with their extinction 
must go their favorits, ¿.e., hell and devil. When I read 
of the horrible murders committed in the name and defense 
of & so-called all-powerful God by self-instituted and igno- 
rant adherents, my blood runs hot, and I wonder how long 
this thing will be tolerated by intelligent men and women. 

When such men as Sir Wm. Blackstone, Bishop Jewell, 
and & great many others eminent in English literature, 
science, and art, believed in witchcraft, we of the present 
can point to the mile-stone along the highway of progress, 
and say with pride: ‘‘So much for free government, free 
speech, and a free press, bequeathed to us by the untiring 
efforts of the immortal Paine, Washington, Jefferson, and 
their noble fellow-laborers in the great cause of humanity.” 

When my long.faced orthodox friends begin to boast 
of their all-powerful God, I like to giv them one good solid 
left-hander like this: ** Can your God make a stone so heavy 
he can't lift it?" which generally knocks them clean out 
on the first round. 

We expect to hold our third annual Liberal camp-meeting i 


.| gets half of the proceeds. 


here in a short time, with Watts.or York as our priest. 
exterminator, and expect a glorious Liberal feast. ; 
I like your excellent paper better-every week; always find 
something interesting and instructiv, and would not be with- 
out it for twice its cost. : 
Tke pictures speak volumes, and are dcing more to expose 
the foolish doings of the Bible than anything I hav seen 
of the kind. Heston is certainly a brick. .Long may you 
both liv and prosper. . R. J. Wirsox. 


Huronrssom, Kan., July 80, 1887. 

Mz. Eprrog: George Newton, in Tug TnuTu Saexer of | 
June 18th, cannot see but that money is as much a measure 
of value as a yardstick isa measure of length ora pound 
weight isa measure of weight. It does not occur to him 
that value is au ideal thing which can no more be measured 
than love, or hope, or fear. Takc, for example, a horse. 
His hight, circumference, length, and weight can be definitly 
measured so that no two will differ regarding them. But his 
value cannot be so measured. If put up, at auction, he 
might be sold at $100, aud in one hour the buyer might resell 
him for $150, or for only $50, and that without.any change 
in the condition of the horse. The hight, length, and weight 
of & horse do not depend upon how many horses there are in 
the country, but his value does. The value of a thing—by 
this I mean itsselling priee in dollars—depends upon the 
whims and fancies of purcliasers, upon supply and demand. 
Length and weight are definit qualities which can be definitly 
measured. 

The value of a dollar is just as uncertain and as changeable 
as that of a horse, or even more so, because its supply can 
be changed easier and quicker. It takes years to rear 
horses, but the quantity of money in circulation in the coun- 
try can be changed ina few months. When bankers cease 
to loau, but continue to collect in the money due them, it can 
take only a few months to reduce the circulating medium to 
one-half. If we had a financial system by which we could 
maintain a uniform amount of money per capita in circula. 
tion, the value of the dollar would be about unchangeable, 
but even then it could not be properly called a measure of 
value, though it would represent value. How cana thing 
measure value that has itself no fixed value? During the 
war, when the amount of money in circulation was greatly 
increased. we still called a dollar a dollar, and a dollar was 
worth & hundred cents. But the price of wheat and cvery- 
thing else went up in proportion to theincrease of money per 
capita. In this case it was not the value of things that 
changed, but the value of the money. It is this that makes 
our finaucial system so unjust and dangerous. Bankers can 
change the value of money at any time they please and to 
any extent they please. "When they want to make the value 
of the dollar high-priced, they can stop loaning and thus re- 
duce thc amount in circulation. When they want to make 
its value low, they can start loaning. They usually loan 
only to one-third the value of the securities, because they 
know that they can reduce the value of the securities to one- 
third when they please. 


Let me illustrate: Suppose A to own a horse worth $100, 
and B to hav $100 in cash. Let us also suppose that B has 
the power to increase and decréase the value of money, at 
will, by changing the amount in circulation. Let us suppose 
that he first reduces the amount in circulation one-half. 
Then the valuc of the dollar will be double; or, in other 
words, half the number of dollars will buy the horse. Let . 
us suppose that B buys the horse then for $50. Now, let us 
suppose that B doubles the amount of money in circulation. 
"The horse will then be worth $100 again, and if A should 
buy bim he would hav to pay back the $50 he got from B, 
and giv his note for $50 more. Then let B reduce the . 
amount of dollars per capita in circulation to one-half again ; 
he could buy the horse back for $50 and pay B with his own 
note. This shows that the present financial system is one of 
legalized robbery. Nor can any just system of money ever 
be established that does not maintain a fixed sum of money 
per capita in circulation. This, in my opinion, can only be 
done by having national banks just as we now hav a national 
post-office. These bauks should loan at a monthly rate of 
interest, and every borrower should be compelled to pay the 
rate of interest for the time he had the money. The rate ` 
should be raised mouthly when the amount in circulation 
was above the sum 2er capita fixed upon, and lowered 
monthly when the amount in circulation was below that sum. 
In this way, and in no other, can the volume of money per 
capita be kept the same. On no other plan can we hav 
honest money. 

But there is another important defect in our money. It 
has generally been believed that moncy should represent 
labor, and hence we hav held that it should be made of gold 
or silver, because that represents labor. But even gold does 
not represent labor if it can be got without labor. Let us 
suppose the case of a man homesteading 160 acres of land 
and afterwards a gold mine is found upon it. The owner of 
the land lets out the job of mining the gold to others and 
His gold does not represent labor 
in his hands. He did neither toil nor spin, and yet he got 
gold. It is therefore a poor way to make money represent 
labor to hav it redeemable in gold or silver. It can be made 
to represent labor more perfectly in another way. Let it be 
loaned only on securities of the products of labor. It should 
not be loaned on land or mines, but on houses, barns, 
machinery, grain, cotton, wool, stock, etc. Then and not 
till then will money hav & labor basis. Paper money loaned 
on this principle is as good as gold and much casier got. 
Money loaned on land as security represents land and not 
Jabor, even if the money should be made of gold. But 
money loaned on labor or its products as security represents 
labor, even if the money is made of paper. 

J. G. Maroorw. 
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GLENWOOD Springs, Cor., J ily 16, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $1.50 to renew my sub- 
scription for Taz TnuTH SEEKER. I hav been almost a con- 
stant reader of it since Mr. Bennetts time, and I think it 
grows richer and better as the years go by. Iam especially 
interested in “ Tales Told Out of School,” and ‘* News and 
Notes.” The cartoons are good. .I think that in the issue of 
July 9th, ** Religion in the Man and Instinct in the Brute,” 
is particularly good, and it tells a particularly sad story. 

Out here in sunny Colorado, and especially in Glenwood 
Springs, the people do abont as they please both on Sunday 
and Monday. Stores of every description—dry goods, cloth- 
ing, hardware, and grocery stores—are open boldly and 
aboveboard until noon on Sundays, while drug-stores and 
saloons are open all day. We hava population of fifteen 
hundred, and hav only one church building. It is Catholic. 
The Presbyterians will soon hav one completed. 

There seems to be an inspiration in these grand old 
mountains here that is fatal to superstition and orthodoxy. 
The whole country is so big and so broad, the atmosphere is 
so pure and life-giving, and all nature is so grand and beau 

' tiful, that human nature cannot but be influenced by them, 
and the result is that we hav a great many broad, Liberal- 
minded men and women. 

We are all waiting anxiously for Ingersoll’s address to the 
jury in the blasphemy case. Miss Maaaiz PATTERSON. 


LONDON, Onr., July 25, 1887. 
Mr. Eprron : As I hav never seen any ‘letters from this 
orthodox city, I thought I would like to send you a line or 
two. I just wrote a letter to my wife in Toronto; she is 
getting some books and some Trours SEEKERS bound there. 
Canada needs all the help it can get to enlighten the people. 
Mr. Watts is doing grand work in Toronto, and Secular 
Thought is a fine paper, but I could not be without THz 
TRUTH SEEKER. The cartoons are just grand. I never was 
much of a Christian; I always tried to make honesty my re- 
ligion. I never could see any sense in this sin-and-repent 
business, but I did not hav so much knowledge until I began 
to read Liberal papers, Tug Truru Seeker in particular. 
Now I am always ready for them; and, although I bake 
bread and peddle it all over the east end of London, I always 
speak my honest thoughts, and sometimes giv a short 
lecture when time permits. I don’t think I hav lost a cus- 
tomer of any consequence through it. I hav been the means 
of making a good many skeptics, although I cannot get them 
to subscribe for a paper. They all plead hard times. When 
I see a person—man or woman—with the slightest spark of 
reason, I keep at them until I finish them; otherwise it isa 
^ waste of time. There are a great many Freetbinkers in this 
taxed-to-death city, but they are not game. I would soon 
get up a society if I was not peddlirg bread at all hours. 
Inclosed is $1 for ‘‘ Self-Contradictions of the Bible ;” one 
of my converts asked me to get it for him. I did not see it 
advertised lately, and I forgot.the price. I will attend to 
the paper a little later. If there is a balance let it be for El- 
mina D. Slenker. I always said I would never shoulder a 
musket for anything but liberty. JOSEPH ALLASTER. 


Iruaca, N. Y., July 80, 1887. 

Mr. Doron: A new heaven and earth presupposes old 

ones, which hav died or faded, being the experience of nat- 
ure's embryo, at the advance of knowledge. Man is a sub- 
stitute for nature, as all things whatever are embodied in him ; 
-hence he is not a part of nature, but the whole in mental and 
original form. He is the masculin and the feminia poles 
united. When we talk about nature, we mean man, for in 
him dwells every possible expression; he is the founder of 
the to be new heaven and the new earth; the creator of all 
wisdom in heaven or earth ; & son of the virgin embryo old 
world from whose conception the new was, Or is, overshad- 
owed. 

It is a species of insanity to suppose that the Bible is to be 
blotted from nature's acts, while the facts are that plain nat- 
ure, as in Gen. i, 1, came into the embryo state of mental 
knowledge baving only the capacity to exercise the animal 
or. base brain, aud lias but just now passed through the ani- 
mal state of knowledge and come to:its birth and mental 
form. "Thus in the end of the old embryo state (or world) 
God (nature the auimal) sent forth his son; born of nature, 
history of virginity (the Bible). Thus the old world of em- 
bryo ignorance has passed away, and behold, I, the son, the 
science, the mental form of virgin nature, make all things 
new. Thence I will usea Bible term for the want of a better 
one. Thus, ** In the beginning was the word " (which means 
a conception) or declaration, and this declaration was with 
God (nature’s mental form) in man, and the declaration was 
(or is) God (the science) of mental form. Thus this is the 
potency of mental creation of the new heaven and earth. 
Hence he, this new-born son, is the God and creator of all 
things in mental form, and as the earth from the same soil 
brings forth special varieties, so does the moral earth (the 
feminin of mental nature) bring forth a variety of ideas, the 
mold of which it is impossible to change. Hence wars and 
. contentions may as well cease at once, and join in the re- 
volving principle of the natural universe, where all collisions 
must cease. It is a great wonder that among so many wise, 
so Jittle knowledge is manifest. Can we not see that we are 
one people (as in ‘‘ Isaac shall thy seed be called”). Thus 
in the cartoon of July 23d we behold the oneness and pleas- 
ure of Isaac with Rebekah his wife. ‘‘ Isaac” means laugh- 
ter, or a pleasing reflection; as much as to say sectarianism 
will cease when knowledge shall cover our nakedness. 

_ I write this as a standpoint to which all must finally come. 
But you will, as usual, say, Cau any good com? out of 
Nazareth? All new beginnings are unpopular and infidel. 
The old world has passed away, and behold I create a new 
heaven and earth wherein dwelleth righteousness and unity. 
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thought personality; that is to say, each creates his own 
world according to his mental capacity. Thus all things are 
made by him (plural) that are made, and without him (plural) 
nothing can be made; hence our collectiv individuality hav 
become one, the bridegroom and the bride. The only 
positiv guide to truth is comparativ ; thus, as we see in plain 
nature variety in perfection growing from the same soil, so a 
variety of ideas are produced from the new heaven and 
earth (the brain of man), each in perfection, as in plain earth, 
and no collision. Though I am a crank in the eyes of some, 
and my experience is unpopular, the fact of these observa- 
tions cannot be avoided. ZENAS KENT. 
f ‘New Yonx, July 30, 1887. 

_Mr. Eorron: In to-day's Truta SxEkER Boston’s great 
mathematician, G. N. Hill—Horace Seaver’s sensible young 
man—is out again, and writes: ‘‘ What need has the world 
of any professional mathematicians if other professions can 
do their work just as well?" He would not trust for a de- 
cision to an editor of @ daily, or to Mr. R. G. Ingersoll. No! 
he wrote to me: ‘ Our gallant colonel is a lawyer, and may 
not hav more knowledge of mathematics than you hav; 
every man to his trade, you know." ] hav full proof that 
he does not even comprehend or understand what he reads, 
as years ago he cited for his support the Encyclopedia Brit- 
tanica and Martin's Calendar, but never gave a sentence 
thereof, because, of course, both are against what he says and 
pretends to know; but, nevertheless, be still crows lustily. 
He would not trust Mr. Ingersoll nor any editor, except, per- 


| haps, Mr. Seaver, but tells me to *' just drop a few lines to 


the principal professor of mathematics, Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Mass. He [I] will soon be on the high road to 
knowledge.” I will try to accommodate this mathematician 
of the Hub, and change my offer to suit him, and see 
whether he will take the bait. 
of twenty-five dollars or more: ‘‘That, to start from and 
with the first of January, 1600, is, to count correctly, now the 
288th, and not the 287th year.” I am perfectly willing to 
leave the decision to the principal professor of mathematics 
of Harvard, Yale, Columbia, Cornell, or Rutgers—either he 
may select. Ifthe decision be against me, Mr. Hill shall be 
at liberty to pocket the stake-money or do as he pleases ; but 
if he loses, I shall turn over the gain for the Liberal cause. 
Is this not fair? Will it suit him now? Let him come out 
like a man. Iam not rich, but the one or the other, who- 
ever is wrong, deserves a little punishment for this year's 
long mulish stupidity. Then we will see the high road to 
knowledge clear. Frup. Kozzrv. 


Onzaon, Mo., July 21, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: A little item of interest to our Freethinkers 
generally: This vicinity and place, like so many others, is 
thoroughly priest-Éridden. Although it has not over one 
thousand souls, there are several churches existing with reg- 
ular services—Presbyterian, Methodist, German Methodist, 
Christian, Colored Baptist—the colored folks are Baptist 
** kase Jon de Babtist he was one "—besides a large sprink- 
ling of Catholics, and half a dozen others. The Presbyterian 
is the aristocratic one of the village, whcre none are very 
wealthy, and it is amusing to see '' high-flyers” at fashion 
who immigrate here as Methodists, or other dissenters and 
heretics, attach themselvs to this representativ of our o 
aristot. It proves that modern sectarianism is nothing but a 
variety of social companies. Take away the social feature 
and the churches would all perish shortly. They are places 
where pride, vainglory, and hypocrisy exhibit themselvs in 
all their pomp and circumstance. Of course the heathen are 
cared for (those at Borriboola Gha), but occasionally a poor 
member of the church comés near starving to death. And 
this in the ‘‘ over-producing West.” There are a few very 
poor people who belong to the Presbyterian church for some 
reason or other. Now there is a Woman’s Union here, 
started originally for social purposes, but by the persecution 
of some priests it developed into what said priests had pre- 
dicted—a woman's rights affair. It is an old, firm institu- 
tion. Sometime ago a woman with a large family in extreme 
destitution, a widow and good Presbyterian, and faithful 
member of that church society here, appealed to this union 
for aid, for fuel and flour. This union had done some char- 
itable work before. The help was given, but a Freethinking 
member offered the following resolution in substance: 

WuEREAS, Many appeals for charity are made to this society; and, 

WmrnEas, This society was not founded with a view to doing acts 
of charity; therefore, 

Resolved, That hereafter in all cases of appeals to it by members 
of churches for aid, the appeal be referred to the church of which 
the applicant i8 a member, and that the present appeal of Mrs. 
—— be referred to the Presbyterian congregation of this place. 

Reso'ved, That these resolutions be published, ete. 

It was beautiful to see what a stirring among dry bones 
this caused. You may imagin how many rich brothers and 
sisters there were who stand high as givers to heathen, and 
never knew anything about the poor sister who actually livs 
close by them. I. 


: Kent, O., July 25, 1887. 
Mr. Evrron: I think when we see an honest man in the 
pulpit, he should be mentioned as well as the bigots who 
would dethrone reason and enslave the mind as well as the 
person of man. We hav both these in our little village. 
One divine proclaimed from his pulpit, yesterday, that there 
was no use disguising the fact that if two neighbors were to 
sow a crop uf wheat on adjoining lands, and one should pre- 
pare his ground well, sow good seed, and follow well the 
conditions necessary to make a good crop, but should swear 
from morning till night and curse God the year round, he 
would get à much better crop than the one who used poor 
Seed, sown, on, poor ground and poorly prepared, even 
though he prayed continually, with the neighborhoodto help 


This is a collectiv creation of class unity, a creation of Free- | him. Now see how much better truth looks on paper than a 


Herewith I renew my wager 


lie as expressed by our Romish father, who says, ‘ Reason 
belongs to man, as a governor, but no man has the right 
to reason against the dictates of the gospel; and unless the 
mind of man is influenced directly by the spirit of God he 
sbould not be allowed to reason, for reason ofttimes causes & 
man to murder,” etc. He would hav us believe that only 
the great infallible at Rome (think of that) and his spir- 
itual legates, over whom he has spread his (should I use a 
capital H) garments, should be allowed to use reason at all. - 
If this was the case (and I am sorry to say it is too much so), 
Bridget could ‘pay the praste" for even the breath she 
draws, and be made to think it God's will. 

Iam the recipient, of late, of several letters and postals, 
some of which, although in a friendly spirit, are rather in- 
clined to giv me ‘‘ particular fits" for some of the opinions 
expressed in my correspondence to your valuable paper. 
Well, brothers, fire away, for by such means we learn from 
each other. To my mind nothing at this present time, when 
the mind of man is so deeply contaminated with evil, both 
from heredity and contagion, can take the place of law and 
government. I mean by law certain fixed rules and princi. 
ples by which we are governed. Every individual has, or 
should hav, a code of laws or principles by which he is 
governed in his dally walk—such Jaws as bis reason and 
sound judgment hav dictated to him as the best for his physi- 
cal and mental development. As his mind grows and 
ascends higher up in the more matured man, he sees the ne- 
cessity for new laws; the old must be repealed and new 
ones, better adapted to his needs, must be made. This is 
self-apparent to all Now when we see man making so 
many mistakes in the laws he has set down for his own indi- 
vidual guidance, how can we expect a select few to make 
perfect laws to govern the many? From individual law 
comes family law, by which the members and heads of a 
family are governed ; then the law for societies; then states 
and nations. Then comes the law of uations by which they 
hav amicable intercourse with cach other. They buy, sell, 
and traffic in a friendly way under certain laws which each 
has agreed upon as just. As new laws are needed the old 
ones are annulled. Who can say that because one law, or a 
portion of the laws, of our land, as made by our law-makers, 
and suitable to the majority, do not harmonize with the ideas 
and feelings of a few, or minority, the entire code of laws 
should be abolished, and man left like the more inferior por- 
tion of the mammalian family, the strong to feast upon the 
weak? One man writes me, ‘‘The curse of the ages has 
been man-made laws," and speaks of a ‘‘ monster criminal, 
the state;" and he still further. speaks of ‘‘our organized 
pirate called government." Another says, “Do away with 
law, and educate the people so we will need no law." Oh 
that all men were so educated! What a beautiful world this 
would be! But, unhappily, it is not the case, and some- 
thing within asks, Is it possible to educate man to perfec- 
tion? How many of us do as best we know? Wi'l it not 
be easier to teach man to do right with a constraining law 
to punish him when he does wrong? No man who does not 
wish to steal can cbject to a law to prevent stealing. An- 
other writes me that no one or body of men hav a right to 
restrain another or others in their liberty. In answer to this 
I wish to say that law is not intended to hold anyone in 
check from asserting all bis natural freeborn rights, but to 
stop him when he undertakes to usurp the rights of others. 
There is no such thing, neither can there be, as justifiable, 
absolute liberty, for when one carries his liberties beyond 
certain bounds he is trespassing on the rights and liberties 
of others. When fire is devouring everything before it, 
and undertakes to burn up the sea, the briny surf says, 
* Hold, check your ravenous appetite. Your liberty stops 
here, and my liberty begins." What is à government but & 
big family ; its members overgrown boys and girls, many of 
whom are as wild and untaught as in their infancy, and need 
a parent law as much? What is it that made man, made 
this earth on which we liv, made the beautiful flowers 
that decorate our homes? What is it that has spread the 
carpet of green over the land on which we love to walk ? 
What the sun, the moon, etc., ag in wonder we look? Law, 
nothing but law. Law governs the most minute atom of 
matter, as well as the whole monster creation. Yet we see 
even natural laws disobeyed, and the criminal punished. 
Man daily disobeys nature’s law, and is brought to an un- 
timely and premature death. What is & monstrosity but a 
disobedience of the natural laws ? 

We say the law of inertia, law of gravity, of attraction, of 
repulsion, etc., and think nothing of it because they are 
found or known to exist in nature, but named by man. How 
do we know there are laws of forces called centripetal and 
centrifugal—the one to draw the particles of matter toward a 
center, the other from the center? We can neither sec, hear, 
nor feel any of these laws or forces, and yet we know they 
exist. How then when we sce by these laws how man has 
been evolved from the mineral and vegetable kingdom to the 
highest type of the animal kingdom, bis mind evolved to 
intellect, and that intellect improved as the finer tissues and 
organs of the brain hav improved—to what some of us seem 
to think noble specimens of nature? Do we ever stop and 
think bow little we actually know, and what pigmies we ure 
both in our natural and cultured natures? How can it be 
possible, with that great law of government that dictates to 
forces of electrical und psychologic life, that the animal 
species is at its best, and stops here? Oh, no, brothers; 
although we may never look back to know of our present 
life, yet that great aud euduring law still governs all life in 
all stages of growth. Patdon me for using my personal 
liberty in speaking what I believe to be true, and although 
you may differ from me in opinion, that does not restrict me 
from so expressing myself unless it trespasses on and injures 
the same liberty of others. Let us first know what good 
laws are, and then liv up to them. Break no law by force, 
but legislate better ones as required. A. D. Swan. 
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Children’s Qorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


. * Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


How They Were Saved. 


A TRUE STORY. 
She stood beside the iron road, 
A little child of ten years old; 
She heard two meeting thunders rolled 
From north and south, that plainly showed 
Danger too fearful to be told. 


Nearer, still nearer, rumbling on, 
One train approached with crashing speed ; 
What could she do? who would giv heed 
To her—a child—who stood alone 
And voiceless as a roadside weed ? 


A feeble cry she raised, and stood 
Across the track—and then untied 
Her little apron from her side, 

And waved it swiftly as she could, 
If only she might be espied ! 


If only on the hissing back 
Of that huge monster, nearing fast, 
The engineer his eye might cast 

On her, there on the curving track, 
And heed her signal ere he passed ! 


She stands with shout and warning beck ; 
Ou comes the train with thundering roar ; 
The fireman sees—he looks once more— 

He sees a little waving speck, 

And slackening, slowly moves and slower. 


“ Hil little girl, what's all this row?” 
.“ Another train! My ears it stuns! 
It rounds the curve like rattling guns! 
Back! back !—for I must signal now 
The other !? and away she runs. 


So by this little maiden's hand 
Were hundreds saved from fearful lot ; 
But when with awe they spoke of what 
They had escaped—and made demaud 
About the child—they found her not. 


For 8he had vanished through the wood ; 
None guessed her dwelling-place or name, 
Nor by what wondrous chance she came— 

While home she ran in blithesome mood, 
Nor knew she had done a deed of fame. 


But in the olden times they would hav said 
It was an angel that stood there— 
The hood above her golden hair, 

A nimbus glowing round a head 
With supernatural radiance fair. 


The small white apron that she waved 
Across the dangerous iron track, 
To warn the rushing engins back, 
Might hav been wings, whose flashing saved 
Five hundred souls from mortal wrack. 
e 


Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—HIEROGLYPHIO TRANSPOSITIONS. 


Equivocation. 


Not your own. 


An abatement. 


Express the hieroglyphic exactly, and 
transpose into a word answering to the defi- 
nition. : 

ANEWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'S OORNER, 
JULY 30, 1887. : 


1.-One is stepping up the stairs while the 
other is staring up the steps. 
2.—'* I, an old turtle, will wing me to some 
withered bough.” 
— e 


À Single Condition. 

A story about eccentric Isaac Barnes, who 
was once collector of the port at Boston, and 
a noted wit, is recalled by the Philadelphia 
Record. “is wife was a devoted Baptist. 
When he went to church, which was seldom, 
he went with her. But he always went with 
a mental reservation, upon which his fancy 
disported itself during service, for there was 
only one Baptist that he liked, and that was 


to build a chapel, and Mrs. Barnes was inter- 
ested in procuring subscriptions to that end. 
She spoke to Mr. Barnes about it, and, as he 
intimated a willingness to subscribe, she sent 
a collector to urge him further. The col- 
lector said he had understood that Mr. Barnes 
was willing to subscribe. Mr. Barnes said 
he was. The collector drew out a subscrip- 
tion book and offered it for Mr. Barnes’s sig- 
nature. ‘‘ No,” said Barnes, “I won't sign 
that book, because that isn’t necessary. My 
word's just as good as my bond. When I say 
I'll subscribe I mean it. And I may as well 
say at once that my subscription will be 
$5,000."  'Fhis fairly took the collector’s 
breath away, for it was almost the whole of 
the amount they were trying to raise. 
‘That’s a splendid gift," he managed to say 
after a while; ‘‘ we shall be deeply obliged.” 
** Not at all,” said Barnes; ‘‘ but,” he added, 
“there is a condition to the gift.” ‘‘Oh,” 
said the collector, ‘‘ I’m sure any condition 


you might annex would be well received by. 


our people.” “Im not so sure about that,” 
said Barnes, ‘‘the condition is that all the 
people baptized in the new chapel shall be 
baptized in boiling hot. water.” ‘Good 
morning,” said the collector as he put the 
subscription book in his pocket and walked 
off. 


Science Column. 


Only a Dog. 

Yes, but what a noble creature! 
strong and courageous! How watchful, 
patient, and affectionate! How docil, obe- 
dient, constant, and faithful !—quite different 
from many other animals. 

Nearly all children are fond of dogs, and 
dogs like children when they do not tease 
and annoy them. 

The word canine, relating to dogs, is from 
the Latin canis. .In the wild state he is 
classed with the wolf, cayote, jackal, and 
fox, but fossil remains hav been found that 
indicate that he belongs to & species different 
from the above-mentioned animals. The 
wild dog of Australia is called dingo. 

From time immemorial the dog in a tame 
condition has been the friend of man and 
children. The dog is à mammal, and you 
hav learned before what that is. Little pup- 
pies are a8 cunning as you can imagin. They 
are born blind, their eyes opening to the light 
when about ten days old. Their mother is 
always very proud of her children, and fear- 
ful for their welfare; she will allow no one to 
approach them except those in whom she has 
great confidence, not because she is cross, 
but because she fears some injury may befall 
her offspring. 

There is a wonderful variety among dogs, 
and each species has some distinguishing 
trait—some are more watchful than others; 
some are good for hunting on land; others 
will plunge in the water for prey, as the 
water spaniel. Some, in the cold regions, 
are employed in drawing heavy loads; others, 
like the Newfoundland, can swim and dive, 
and hav frequently saved people, especially 
children, from drowning. All dogs swim 
naturally. Then, there are the St. Bernard 
dogs, or Alpine spaniels, who hav saved the 
lives of travelers lost in the snow on the 
mountains. In passing the Alps, strangers 
sometimes lose the way, and, falling in the 
clefts: benumbed with cold, they fall asleep 
and die. 

The monks of Great St. Bernard convent 
would send out their dogs to look for lost 
travelers, and their sense of smell is so keen 
that they can find a person though buried 
deep down under the snow. They would 
run with their noses to the ground till they 
found the spot where the wanderer lay buried 
under the snow, and then would scratch, 
dig, and bark till some one came to help 
them in their laudable work. One dog of 
this kind, who saved the lives of twenty-two 
persons, was decorated with a beautiful medal 
for his noble services. 

Some dogs, notably the terrier, will catch 
rats, mice, and all kinds of vermin. My own 
dog, Bonnie, will scent a rat very. quickly, 
and watch for hours, like a cat, until the rat 
comes from his hole, when he seizes him in an 
instant. 

He only needs to hear the word ‘rats,’ 
when he is on the alert and ready to hunt for 
them. He also hunts mice, slugs, snails, bee- 
tles, and catches moths, millers, and flies. 
Dogs can be taught many tricks. We once 
had a dog in our family who would walk on 
his hind legs, beg, say his prayers, play dead, 
jump rope, ‘make believe drunk, and sing. 


How 


Mrs. Barnes. Now, the Baptists were about | He was very cunning, and a great pet. 


THE TRUTH SE*"KFR ANNUAL, 


I hav heard a story of a dog who bought 
pies. It was in this way (and Buffon in his 
‘ Natural History " tells the same story). A 
man went through the streets of Edinburgh 
selling penny pies, and ringing & bell as he 
went. One day he gave this dog a pie. The 
next time he heard the pieman’s bell, what 
did the dog do but seize the man by the coat- 
tail and hold him? The pieman showed the 
animal a penny, and pointed to his master, 
who was a grocer, and was watching the pro- 
ceeding in the doorway of his shop. The 


dog looked and nodded at his master in a be- | 


seeching manner, running back and forth be- 
tween the grocer and the pieman. Finally 
his master put a penny on the dog’s tongue, 
and he instantly ran and dropped it in the 
pieman’s hand and received his pie. And 
this practice was carried on every day as long 
as the pieman came that way. 

There are many instances of the sagacity of 
these animals which make them appear 
almost human in their knowledge. They 
learn the very expression of a face, and know 
the wish of their master without a word being 
spoken. Their attachment to their friends is 
remarkable, and there are well authenticated 
cases of dogs dying of grief at the loss of a 
friend, sometimes refusing all food and 
mourning till they die upon the grave of their 
master. Many anecdotes are told of the wis- 
dom and kindness displayed by these at times 
misunderstood.and abused creatures. 

They hav a superior sense that enables 
them to track the path of their owner, and if 
left in a strange place can usually find their 
way back, though never over the road but 
once. 

The dog is quick to understand, and is the 
most devoted friend and servant of man, 
never failing to obey his wishes when fully 
understanding what they are. He is quick to 
perceive who likes or dislikes him, and he 
never fawns upon one when it is not meant, 
that is, he is not deceitful. A dog always 
meets his master with gladness, and will 
caress even the hand that has struck him. 
He is the same friend to man in his darkest 
days of adversity as in his-hours of prosper- 


ity, and will follow his footsteps when all f 


others desert and abandon him, share all his 
toils and dangers, protect him as far as‘ he is 
able, guard his property, is always affection- 
ate and kind when treated right, and is 
faithful unto death. He has no vices as man 
has, is intelligent and tractable, understands 
language, and some species can all but talk. 

Dogs are subject;to a disease called rabies, 
and if a person is bitten by a dog suf. 
fering from this malady, the tortures are 
terrible, and result, unless prompt measures 
are taken, ina horrible death. M. Pasteur, 
of Paris. is said to hav discovered a remedy 
for the bite of a mad dog, and people hav 
been successfully treated for this disease by 
him. Intelligent physicians think that the 
disease is not nearly so common as has been 


| supposed: 


Dogs dream and start in their sleep, and 
moan as people do. 

The ancients were fond of the food of dogs. 
The Polynesians and Chinese, it is said, are 
fond of dog meat to-day. 

Some people dislike these animals, and 
cannot bear the sight of them; but, as a 
Tule, almost everybody likes a good and 
amiable dog. The American Indian was 
always accompanied by his dog, and thought 
he would hav him for a companion after he 
died and went to the ''happy hunting 
ground” in which the Indian believed. 
Byron has sung : 

"Tis sweet to hear the watch-dog's honest bark 

Bay deep-mouthed welcome as we draw near 

home; rel 
"Tis sweet to know there is an eye will mark 

Our coming, and look brighter when we come. 

We should be kind to these intelligent and 
affectionate animals, for they are the emblem 


of fidelity. They look to us for food and’ 


Shelter, and in return they protect us, are 
faithful and watchful, and, if occasion de- 
mands, will lay down their lives for us with- 
out & murmur.  They.are close in their 
friendship, and when treated properly never 
desert an old friend for a new one. 

S. H. W. 


QuEsTions.—What is the word canine derived 
from? How is the dog classed in a wild state? 
What class does he belong to? What about the 
variety of dogs? Name the classes that yon are 
familiar with. Whatabout the St. Bernard dogs? 

hat kind catches vermin? Kelate the anecdote 
of the dog andthepieman. Do dogs die of grief? 
How do they track their master’s footsteps? How 
does the dog meet his master? What disease is 
he subject to? Who has a method of curing 
rabies? What nations eat dog meat? Do all peo- 
ple like dogs? Can you repeat what Byron wrote 
of the dog? Why ought we to be kind to the dog? 


Price, 25 cents. 
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A thorough 'and overwhelming reply to the New 
York  Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
iean Revolution. Containing 


both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


—o— 


The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. . 


TOGETHER WITH 
A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


78pp. Price 15 cents. - 
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UNIVERSAL HISTORY 


HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS AND 
FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 


By Prof  M. Cottinger, A.M. 


This book is just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2,000 
years B.C., on up to 1883, all in a nutshell.—ZEtmina 
Stenker. 3 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place; in the family it would be no 
less important, a8 conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Wiwon. | 

Mr. Cottinger's intentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable; it may 
be commended as fulfilling its purpose of a con- 
cise and interesting historical text-book.—Miwau- 


kee Sentinel. 
PRICE, CLOTH, $1.50. 
For Schools in Quantities, $1.50. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 
The Heathens of the-Heath, A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonnell 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of: 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 


90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. f 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcel prepared to ex- 
pect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
rom so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose briliant and lucid style i8 familiar to 
most readers in the Ereethoughtranks. Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 

Radical story.. From the London edition. By 

M ND Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 
cents. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 
SUBJECTS: ` 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in nglish or German 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. 


SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B, Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound, (The fifth 
volume of “Science in Story.") 50 cents. 


HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. i 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam- 
phlets). By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing tlie germ 
theory, adyocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well. By mail, 10 cents each. 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). ‘‘ The Law 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages, cloth 
bound, $2; “Heredity,” by. Lore. oody, 159 

ages, cloth, 75 cents; ^ The Law of Heredity,” by 
F. H. Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
HumanTemperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; * Generation before Regen- 
eration,” by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; * Re- 

orts of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
1882," 10 cents; “Third Annual Convention of the 
tnstitute of Heredity, May 29, 1883," 10 cents. 
Addraas THE TRUTH SERRER, 


! REPLY 
TO REV. L. A. LAMBERTS 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.” 


By B. W. Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of the QOCatholio priest's 
^ ‘Historical misstatements. 


Price, Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 cents. 
HISTORY 


OF THE 


INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
€f Europe. 
By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $8 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
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Ingersolls Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
“Humboldt,” ^ Thomas Paine,” “ Individual- 
ity» and,“ Heretics and Heresies.” . 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: “The Ghosts," “ Liberty for Man, 

oman, and Qhild,” “The Declaration of In- 
dependence,” “About Farming in Illinois," 
“The Grant Banquet,” “The Rev, Alexander 
Clark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon O. Ingersoll.” 

Some Mistakes of Moses, Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25. 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain Musi W, 


What Must We Doto Be Saved? Pa- 


per, 25 cents., s 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
B. Black, and Prof. 


Ingersoll, Judge Jeremia. 
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THE WATCH OF THE FUTURE. 


The new, latest improved 14 karat filled gold 
watches’ are the best and most durable in the 
world for little money. Prices again reduced. 
Seven jewels, $25; 11 jewels, $27.50; 15 jewels, $30. 
Same, adjusted to heat and cold, $34, Ladies’, 7 
j weled, $20; 11, $22; 15, $28; with glass inside cap, 
$3 tess; Louis XIV. style, $8 more; all best Ameri- 
van hunting stem-winders; open face, gold cap, 
$3les8; open screw case, $5 less; ali cases accom- - 
panied by manufacturer's and my guarantee for 
20 years. Above movements in 8 ounce silver 
cases, $13 less; 4 ounce. $12 less; 5 ounce, $10.50; 
and 6 ounce, $9 less, All guaranteed one year and 
sent prepaid, if on line of American Express 
office or per registered mail, subject to approval, 
and cash refunded if not satisfactory. 

WATCH WORK. 


Send me your watches to be repaired. Inclose 
$1 for cleaning; springs, $1; jewels, $1, and I will 
return in perfect order prepaid. Best spectacles 
or eyeglasses in the world, $1, prepaid in case. 
Send line finest print you can read 14 inches from 
eyes without glasses, OTTO WETTSTEIN, 

Rochelle; Ill. 


George F. Fish Paper, 50 t loth, $1 5 Agents wantod to sell my beantirul Freethought 
r . Fisher. r, 50 cents; cloth, $1. [n badge-pins and charms, and to send watch wor. 
Orihodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, D: (Mia. RD, SLENKER), in lots. Liberal discounts. 
gj 


10 cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 


Tngersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents; 50 


cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 
Millions of these should be circulated. 
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Ingersoll’s Tributes. 


REDUCED IN PRICE. 
We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll's at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 


¿ : : zn printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
ins ? at gus : 
Vindieation of Thomas Paine from a aated border, large clear type. suitable for fram- 

the dads of ibe New York Observer, by Rob- R ing. The titles are ue 
ort G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. -> . Ur i i 
Address on the Civil Rights Bil. id 


Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents. 
Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 

ound in one volume. To meet the demand 
Ter Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on “ Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
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The Vision of War, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
' Address at Harry Miller/s Grave. 
The price of these heretofore has been 75cts. We 


offer them at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; THE 
THREE FOR FORTY CENTS. Mailed secure 


T pice of $5, Th by mal ui ipu, E from breakage, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
riputes. ere nav been so many 28 Lafayette Pl.. New York, 
a lice Hons Ms Ms Ingersob w x Tribute ke G -— B sal 
is Brother e Vision o ar. e "Gra ; iti H 
Bananet Toast and dh " ecent address over E New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 
ittle Harry Miller's Grave, & ey hav mi ] W A 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- À f 
pingle bordon, ang gh iaro dee typo, sulta; | = | E OM 
- ble for framing, an e fou: e forwarde $ . 
p to any gddress. for "ds or either one for ieu. [ NEW YORK: E zu iia aA i i 
rose Poems and Selections. is 
new book isa gem. Itis a model in every re- THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
speck In fach one of ihe richest, brightest, a ; " Price, Oloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
est ever issued. contains, besides the cel- : ; . ] 
ebrated “ Decoration Day Oration,” never be- E PMD eet tt Ort tt} Pe Oak Mle The dude Supplied js Special Discounts, 
fore published, and all the famous “ tributes sues e apa cp ates Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and ay te day con- 
versations of the author, The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
purpose a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gut back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 


PRICE, *" CENTS. 


Reported for the “ Truth Seeker” by 


I. N. BAKER, 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


ROMANIS M, 


DANCER AHE €N. 


rocco; gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree and Printed by Permission of 
ip ao Pee Poa DAE cd the Author. The Reason Why & Good Roman Catholic 
Life. Prose Poem. Printed in O bas Se 
colors on board, beveled gilt edges. 50 cents. zen o 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents. 
. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
` Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
e Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
„Church and the Republic. ` : 

Bible Morais. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars of 
Couquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Uukiueness to Children; Cruelty to Animals: 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Blavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsoute print. The question is discussed 
under the folowing heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
abb ath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 

abbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 

cholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 25 cents; six copies, $1.00. 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 


ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the story 
of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
KKSWit. Choive extracts from ‘Common Sense,” 
~ * American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
, of Reagon " are given; also, tributes to Paine’s 
r. Character from more than one hundred noted 
ic. persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
‘neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
rv steel portrait of Paime. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
we loth, 75 cents. 


Image Breaker. 


Six Lectures: De- 


WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


Was Jesus an Impostor? A debate between a 
Scotch novelist, Agnes Rollo Wilkie, and Arthur 


SHE ONLY GORREGT 


EDITION, 


New York: 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 
k 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, 


PRICE, 6 CENTS. 


Bible Temperance: 


this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


Prios, 7 - P - . 40 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB CO. 


A SPLENDID WORK. 
Mr. Charles Eckhard, treasurer of the American 
Secular Union, bas published 


THE NINE DEMANDS 


in a more attractiv form than any in which they 
hav previously appeared. At the head of an en- 
graving on heavy plate paper, 24x19 inches, are 
the cabinet-sized likenesses of JEFFERSON, 
WASHINGTON, and PAINE, the Fathers of our 
Bepublic. At the sides are FRANKLIN and 
JOHN ADAMS, and between these two are 
printed the Nine Demands of the American Secu- 
lar Union in conspicuous type, At the foot are 
LAFAYETTE, GIRARD, and INGERSOLL, 
making eight likenesses in all. Iuscribed be- 
neath each portrait is some radical sentiment 
quoted from the author pictured over it. In the 
space between the portraits and around them are 
arabesques of vines and flowers in profusion, and 
the pauel inclosing the Nine Demands is sur- 
mounted on each corner by Mr. Eckhard’s design 
of the flag above the cross. The whole makes an 
exceedingly handsome work for framing. The 
artistic part is equal to the best, and the portraits 
areas true to nature as the photographs from 
which they were transferred. The design.will be 
sent postpaid by mail for $1 by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA, 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howlaud, Editors; Jos, Burgher and 
L. Browne, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 
prise,the Credit Foncier of PSU and generally 

emo: 


l 


s to the practical solution of the prob. Integra 
clino of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- : oss. The best conducted ae of poggern Qns.oneration. Price, $1 a year; 50 cente fer six 
ington an Unbeliver; Jefferson an Unbeliever; mr ad soe ate B and Darwinia months.'9* oante fw three mantis 
P Be ean E Babb ath: Pes 25 cts, Biblical Errors and Secular Truths. 25 LIQUOR PRINKING 


cts. 


Two Revelations. 
Real Blasphemy. 5 cts. 


5 cta. 


Bible Horrors; or, 
Bible Makers. 5 ots. 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention, J: anuary 29, 1884. Price, 


10 cents, 
, THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


Commended, Defended, znd Erjoined 
by the Bible, 


Bible Saints—Nos. 1, 2, and 3. Each 5 cts. Moses 
vs. Darwin, 5 cts. Socrates, Buddha, and Jesus. 
cts. Christianity a Degrading Religion. 5 cts. 
Fictitious Gods. 5 cts. Natural Man. 5 cts. 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


85 Cents Eaeh. 


———M M AA ————— | The Old Faith and the New. 5cts. Bruno and —Ó— Address SEEKER OO. 
R ES CU R ED Spinoza, bots, The Bible God and His Favorits. BY E. C. WALKER. rei8 TEE TRUTH [^ 
by 5cts. Miracle-Workers. 5cts. Health. Wealth, 


and Happiness. 5cts. The Brain and the Soul. T RAV E LS iN FA: TH 


myMedical Compound and Improved bets. Nature and the Gods, 5cts. Design and hisi ion book t burg's “ Bible A ; 
B gasto hehe rofereneen given? Send Natural Selection. Sets. Man and the Lower Miis ab pages] prie i cones i From Tradition to Reason. 
BNS stamp for circular, aud say in what paper Animals. 6 cts. BY ROBERT O. ADAMS. 


you saw my advertisement Address Qapt. 


Address Watis and Oo., 17 Johnson’s Court, 
mW. A. Collings, Smithville, Jefferson Ca. N. Y. l 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
E.O., Lon fun, Eng. 


38 Lafayette Place, Now York, For Sale at this Office. 


Oloth, $1.25. 
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The Pope: He is a Happy Man. 


The pope he satin the Vatican, 
In St. Peter's chair sat he ; i 
And he said, “ Such a fix as I've got into, 
I ne’er in my life did see.” 
An’ aye as he swiftly twirled each thumb, 
He sighed to himself, * Me miserum !” 


** Here's the Irish priests al] a-srying ‘ Woe! 
For the land is desolate ;’ 
But the English bishopa they say ‘ Not 80, 
` Pay no heed to their lying prate.’ 
Eneu! Ican but twirl each thumb, 
And helplessly sigh, Me miserum ! 


“Til gend two prelates over the sea, 
And try what Ita'ian finesse 
Will do, to make matters mora smooth for me, 
And help me out of this mess. 
At present I can but twirl each thumb, 
And sigh to myself, Me miserum ! 
“The nuncio with Norfolk’s duke hobnobs 
In honor of jubilee ; 
But. then, there's these Irish-eviction jobs 
Demanding my sympathy — 
How to keep both parties under my thumb 
Is the bothering problem—M» miserum ! 


t So unfortunate ! just when the swerving mind 
Of English society . 
Ia turning to Rome—in fact, going it blind 
With fashionable piety — 
Cries Ireland. ‘Oh, father, why are you dumb 
Over these, our, wrongs ?'-Me miserum ! 


“TF I say to Ireland, ‘Submit to wrong,’ 
Parnell will the Moses be, 
Who from bondage will lead them forth e’er long, 
But in that case, good-by to me— 
They will say I just sat and twirled my thumb, 
While poor Ireland wailed, * Me miserum ! 


“Tf I say to those who believe in me, 
Wbo to faith and to church are true, 
t Bon courage, Belle Erin! I bless you, be free P 
Then, England, good-by to you, 
To the gold, to the lands, we had planned 
would come 
To Mother Church, Me miserum ! 


tt Eheu! I hav fallen on an evil day, 
For the school-master is abroad, 
And the demon of thought we no more can lay 
Iu the name of the church or of God. 
MeGlyun I hav bounced—but he'll make 
things hum 
In the States, I suppose—Me miserum ! 
“Now, which shall I ke»p, and which let go? 
. Poor Erin, or Albion rich ? 
Could I soft-sawder both, how blest! but, no— 
There remains but the question—twnich ? 
Idare not think. Go. bid Gounod come; 
Bo music my solace—Me miserum ! 
—Poront» Grip. 
oO —— —— —— 


The Destination of the Heathen and 
the Heterodox. 
Judge Stephen Brewer in the Ithaca Daily Journal, 

I quote (the italics being mine) from a 
book entitled ‘‘The Confession of Faith of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
of America," published by the Presbyterian 
board of publication; the same being now 
the standard of that church in matters of 
faith and doctrin. After having stated that 
certain classes of edect persons are saved, the 
confession goes on to say as follows: ‘‘ Others 
not elected, although they may be called by 
the ministry of the word, and may hav some 
common operations of the spirit, yet never 
truly come to Christ, and therefore cannot be 
saved. Much less can men, not professing the 
Christian religion, be saved in any other way 
whatsoever, be they never so diligent to frame 
their lives according to the light of nature, and 
the law of that religion they do profess; and to 
assert and maintain that they may is very 
pernicious and to be detested.” 

That the italicized part of the foregoing re- 
fers to and intentionally includes the heathen 
is evident; for the heathen all hav “ religions 
they do profess,” and, furthermore, as is well 
known, adhere to with &s much piety and 
devotion as do the devotees of Christianity to 
their religion. And yet the doctrin above 
quoted affirms that be they never so devot- 
edly pious or religious in their own way, or 
conform they their lives never so circum- 
spectly to that morality which the light of 
nature affords, it all goes for naught. They 
must accept a Christ and a gospel of which 
they bav never heard and never had an op- 
portunity of hearing, or be forever lost; con- 
signed they must be to that hell so graphically 


described by Jesus as the ever-burning lake} 


of tire prepared for the devil and his angels. 

Now; that is the doctrin held by the Pres- 
byterian denomination, and, I think, by all of 
the Calvinistie denominations of this country 
and other countries as well. Think upon it 
for a moment, and consider its ** true inward- 
ness ” Carefully, and then say if you think a 
doctrin so bristling at all points with the in- 
vulnerable armor of defense against the cari- 
caturist can be caricatured. So made up is 
it of the shocking, the unreasonable, the 
absurd, that there seems to be no stock left 
for the exaggerating imagination to work 
with. Evidently caricature is not possible. 


Just listen! You, my brother man, who by 


“ accident of birth ” was made a Buddhist in- | 


stead of a Christian, be you as pure as a nun, 
as benevolent as a sister of charity, and 
punctiliously observant of all God's laws 
written in universal nature, and yet you are 
hopelessly and irrevocably doomed to an 
eternity of indescribable misery unless you 
accept a Christ and a gospel of which you 
never had and, in the nature of the case, 
never cóuld hav had any knowledge! That 
is the language of ‘‘ prevalent religious be- 
lief," and to assert and maintain to the con- 
trary is, in the language cf that same belief, 
** very pernicious and to be detested.” Truly 
we may repeat, caricature is out of the ques- 
tion; the repulsiv features of the image are 
so ugly that they cannot be overdrawn. 
tr 
Russian Religion. 
From a Review of A. F. Heard's “ Russian Church 
and Russian Dissent.” 

The Greek church had been pretty gen- 
erally secularized in spirit when Peter the 
Great completed its degradation by abolishing 
the patriarchate, and committing the govern- 
ment of the church to a synod which was in 
reality only a bureau of the imperial adminis- 
tration.- In his promulgation of this measure 
the czar declared, with curious frankness, 


that it seemed dangerous to the country to 


permit a spiritual ruler to share authority 
which belonged exclusivly.to the autocrat, 
and to persuade the common people that the 
spiritual. power is that of another and a bet- 
ter realm; in case of any difference between 
the patriarch and the czar, it might even bap- 
pen that the people would take the part of 
the patriarch! Peter's principles once ac- 
cepted, the present condition of the church 
followed naturally. 'Thesynod has lost what 
little show of power it once enjoyed, and 
now meets only to register, without debate, 
the regulations and decisions prepared by the 
imperial lay procurator, who is generally a 
military officer. The debasement: of the 
clergy under such. & system is inevitable. 
The monks, from whom the bishops and 
other dignitaries are selected, are better edu- 
cated than the simple priests, but monasti- 
cism in Russia has always been a life of sloth 
and selfishness, quite indifferent to the works 
of charity, education, and preaching which 
hav occupied many of the orders in the Latin 
church. The character of the secular clergy 
is contemptible when it is not vile. The 
higher classes do not associate with them, 
and the peasantry quarrel with them over 
the price of prayers and sacraments, aud 
bate them as a rapacious horde of.government 
functionaries. Neither branch of the clergy 
Seems to exercise any spiritual influence 
whatever. 

The effect of thé unfaithfulness of the 
church to its sacred mission has been to pro- 
mote skepticism at one end of the social 
scale and fanaticism at the other. The upper 
classes imported unbelief along with other 
foreign fashions from western Europe, and 
with them Atheism is at least as common as 
Christianity. The national church in their 
eyes is only a branch of the police, and it 
offers nothing to satisfy the modern spirit of 
inquiry or to fit the new problems of life. 
Atheism, however, which is the child of 
intellectual pride, does not readily obtain & 
foothold among an ignorant peasantry. The 
tendency of ignorance is always toward ex- 
cessiv credulity, and the Russian masses hav 
&childlike yearning for the mysterious and 
the supernatural. Hence while they hav 
little respect for the clergy as moral instruc- 
tors, thcy are prone to attribute an almost 
magical efficacy to rites and ceremonies, and 
an immense importance to the mechanism of 
a worship in which the devotional impulse 
seems to hav little share. The church basa 
remarkable hold upon them, and yet the 
most sanguin would hardly reckon it as an 
influence imn the government of life. 

Dut there are millions of the common peo- 
ple for whose emctional demands a fossilized 
ceremonial religion, even with superstitious 
additions, makes no provision; and thus it 
happens that in spite of the conservatism of 
the lower classes dissenting sects of the most 
extravagant character prevail in Russia to an 
enormous extent. The conservativ instinct, 
in fact, almost always has a considerable 
influence upon their origin. The sectaries 
profess to be the ‘‘ Old Believers,” squaring 
their creed and conduct by the ancient stan- 
dards, and they include the most reactionary 
and obstinately unprogressiv of the people; 
but as the widest license of individual opinion 
is applied to the determination of what the 
primitiv belief was, this conservatism does 
not in the least interfere with the develop- 
ment of monstrous novelties. The principal 


forms of dissent are known collectivly as the 
Raskol, or the Schism, and they embrace a 
great variety of heresies, some of which hav 
been maintained with more or less secrecy 
for two centuries. The number of the Ras- 
kolniks is not known, as many of them pre- 
serve an outward -fidelity to the orthodox re- 
ligion, and practice their real belief in private. 
Some . authorities estimate them at fifteen 
millions, and Mr. Heard thinks that ten or 
eleven millions at any rate would not be too 
high a figure. Opposition to the national 
church and to all social reforms aud foreigu 
innovations has led them into a systematic 
opposition to the government. They are in- 
clined to Socialism and Communism, and are 
probably the source or at least the main sup- 
port of many revolutionary movements. 
They are loosely grouped in two great classes 
—the Popovtsi, or *' priest-possessing,” who 
hav a hierarchy of their own, largely re- 
cruited from the refuse of orthodoxy, and 
the Bezpopovtsi, or those without priests, 
who renounce sacerdotalism and all the 
recognized forms of Christian worship. The 
varieties of error and flagrant immorality in- 
cluded in this latter group are numberless, 
‘and by the usual process of subdivision they 
are constantly increasing. They reject mar- 
riage and domestic obligations; and while 
some regard the conjugal relation as a sin, 
and others look upon it as a respectable tem- 
porary arrangement, there are between these 
two extremes a multitude of inflamed fanatics 
who make of sensuality a religious emotion. 
They hold that by the apostasy of the 
national church all the sacraments, except 
baptism, which is administered by laymen, 
hav been forever closed; but their desires 
cannot be satisfied without some substitute 
for what has been taken away. Some eat the 
flesh from a living maiden’s breast, and the 
“ yawners " sit with open mouth all through 
their service, waiting for angels to bring 
them invisible chalices. The Child-killers 
slew new-born infants to save them from sin. 
The Stranglers dispatched theirailing friends 
and relativs, because ‘‘the kingdom of 
heaven suffereth violence.” The Burners 
preached redemption by suicide, and whole 
families threw themselvs into the flames of 
their burning houscs. 


Besides the Raskolniks proper, there are |: 


numbers of what Mr. Heard calls erratic 
sects, in which all the vagaries of imposturc 
and credulity seem to be pushed to their last 
conclusions. It is & melancholy chapter in 
which our author recounts their creeds and 
practices, at once grotesque and horrible. 
They satisfy the craving for religious excite- 
ment with frantic exercises, ending in inde- 
scribable license. They play upon supersti- 
tious ignorance with frequent appearances of 
Christs and prophets and sibyls, to some of 
whom they pay divine honors. There is no 
law of morality to which they do not set 
themselvs in opposition, and no bulwark of 
the state to which they are not a danger. 
Shrouding themselvs in secrecy and profess- 
ing as much orthodoxy as the police require 
of them, they honeycombed the national 
church before their operations were more 
than suspected; and it is only within our 
own day that the government has become 
aware of their alarming numbers. No meas- 
ures, either of severity or milduess, hav had 
the least effect in checking them. They are 
said to be still increasing, aud still exhibiting 
that tendency toward erotic abuses so com- 
mon dn fantastic P religions. 


BIBLE MYTHS 
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Parallels in Other Religions. 


The object of the work 1s to point out the nyths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. 

“Itis unquestionably true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures ave 

nowhere eise so accessible as they are now made 
in the work before us."—N. Y. Sun, 

1vol.8vo. Cioth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.50. 


SOCtiAL WEALTH 
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Price, Cloth, >» - SE 00, 
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Very Cheap Pamphlets. 


We hav on handa large number of the following 
of COLONEL INGERSOLL'S pamph ets, which 
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that not unreasonable exp. ctation that the prices 
hav been placed so low. 
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OR, 
The Chureh of Practical Religion. 


BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer; the pastor, having established 
his pu!pit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
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Deity Aualyzed and the Devis De- 
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maniam. It h+s done mischief enough to deserve 
transportation for life. I regard Roman Chri - 
tianity as the worst form of tyranny. It com- 
mands the arm vo.work and the brain to die; it 
feeds faith and starves thought; it loves oppres- 
sion and hates liberty. It has given falsehood a 
crown and truth a scaffold.” 
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flaming arguments . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 
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Price, 35 cents, 
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diews of the eck. 


Exeven Chicago boodle aldermen were con- 
victed in a batch on the 6th. 


Tux German crown prince has suffered a 
recurrence of his throat trouble, and a fourth 
operation has been performed. The physi- 
cians say his case is not so hopeful as it was. 
Fisuery troubles be- 
tween Canada and the 
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THE ORDER OF CREATION. 


A Discussion Between 
Gladstone, Miuxiey, Muller, 
Linton, Reville, 


On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 


OONTENTS: 

I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. By Hon. 
W. E. Gladstone. 

II. The Titorprotora of Genesis and theInter-! 

preters of Nature. By Prof. T. H. 


uller. 


sion on the mistakes of Moses. 
| participants are a guarantee of its able character. | be exerted in a variety of ways—we may call his 


Huxley. , 
IIE. Postsgript to Solar Myths. By Prof. Max | 


IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial" 
By Hon, W. E. Gladstone. 

Y. Dawn of Oreation. An Answer to Mr. Glad. ' 
8tone. By Albert Reville, 

VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis, By Prof. T. H:i 


Gems of Thought. 


ET has been said by his opponents, with some 


| VIL ARN. anda Plea. By Mra. E. Lynn Lin- | show of plausibility, that Mill was at bottom a 


ton 
This is & new book and contains the latest discus- ; 
The names of the: 


Price, paper, 59 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
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| religious man. 


Setting aside special dogmas, and 
looking only to the cheering influence of religion 
on its most favorable side—an influence that may 


aspirations and hopes for a bright future to the 
race, a religion of humanity, To hold up an ideal 
that involves no contradictions to our knowledge 
to inspire and elate the 
mind oppressed by the dull- 
ness and the hardships of 


United States continue. 


Tuer Socialist propa- 
ganda in Germany con- 
tinues to increase with 
astonishing rapidity. 


Henry Groreze and 
his followers deliver, al- 
most daily, to large 
audiences, speeches on 
their proposed reforms, 
constantly referring as 
grounds to ** God's will," 
* God's intentions,” 
“what God designed,” 
etc. 


Iw reply to a friend's 
letter asking his views on 
Prohibition, Jefferson: 
Davis expresses his dis- 
approval of such move- 
ments, regarding them as 
dangerous majority in- 
tolerance and subversiv 
of necessary personal 
liberty. 


Tar difficulties þe- . 


the present life, will be ac- 


cepted by many as comfort 


of the spiritual kind, the 
real analog of religion. And 


something of this. effect is 


undoubtedly produced by 


Mills later writings. With 
all this, however, the fact- 


remains that, in everything 


characteristic of the creed 


of Christendom, he was a 


tween France and Ger- 
many seem approaching 
a crisis. It is rumored 
that Germany will return 
Alsace and Lorraine to 
France upon condition 
of receiving the latter’s 
onsent to the annexation 
of Holland to Germany. 


Ir is now said that Stanley, the African ex- - 


plorer, recently reported dead, is alive. 


REPuBLIOANS and Democrats both claim to 
hav carried Kentucky in the late election. 

Tax Prohibition amendment to the Texas 
constitution was defeated in the election of 
August 4th by a majority of some 125,000. 


Barnum professes to believe in the sea- 
serpent, and offers $20,000 for it alive or 
dead, provided thut it is more than fifty feet 
long. 

GENERAL Parnnz’s new steel yacht, the Vol- 
-unteer, won the Goelet cup in the Newport 
race last week, beating the best of the other 
yachts by a mile. 

Brizer SHarp’s lawyers hav secured a stay 
of proceedings and prepared a bill of excep- 
tions. 'The general sentiment is that Bharp 
will never go to Sing Sing. 

Evtsoa Wess, the original ‘ Yankee 
clock ” man, died on the 1st at Forestville, 
Conn. He was 78 years old, and left an 
estate valued at over $3,000,000. 


Tue prayers of the Illinois farmers for rain 
hav not brought the desired moisture, and 
everything is ruined by the drouth. The 
milk supply has decreased 60 per cent. 

A MOVEMENT is on foot to erect a $25,002 
monument in City Hall Park to the memory 
of Nathan Hale, who during the Revolution 
was hanged in this city by the British as a 
spy. 

Tse county general committee of the 
United Labor party decided in a recent meet- 
ing that members of the Socialist Labor party 
must leave the latter organization or get out 
of the United Labor party. 

Dr. Curran, a Catholic priest who has 
stood by McGlynn, and recently introduced 
him to an audience, is now in danger of ex- 
‘communication. The archbishop has not 
.yet decided in his case. 


Tux Siamese princes visited New York last 
‘week. One of them, named Devanwongse, is 
said to be a humorist. It is recorded that, 
being asked if he were pleased with our insti- 
tutions, he replied, ** Yes, Siam.” 


Mayor Hxwirr has forbidden the playing 
of instruments for dance music after 12 p.m. 
in places where beer is sold. The sale of the 
beer is not interrupted. If the mayor will 
now regulate by law the time when people 
shall go to bed and get up again, or perform 
other sanitary offices, he will relieve his 
fellow-citizens of great responsibilities and 
prove himself a statesman by the same means. 


‘pious men who flee to the desert?” 
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thoroughgoing negationist. 
He admitted. neither its 
truth nor its utility. His 
estimate of its best side is 
given in the remark to a 
friend under domestic sor- | 
row: “To my mind the only 
permanent value of religion 
is in lightening the feeling 
of total separation which is 
so dreadful in a real grief.” 
—J. S, Mill, by Dr, A, Bain, 


Tur elegant pagan pope— 
Leo X.—cared little about 
the monk: Luther and his 
doctrins; wished, however, 
to hav done with the neise 
of him; in space of some 
three years, having tried 
some softer methods, he 
thought good to end it by 
Jire. Leo dooms the monk’s 
writings to be burnt by 
the hangman, and his body 


fo be sent bound to Rome— 
probably for a similar pur- 
pose. It was the way they 


had ended with Huss, with 


rdi 
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Jerome, the céntury before. 
A short argument, Jire. 


REBEKAH PERSUADETH JACOB TO SWINDLE ESAU.—Gen. xxvii, 6-17. 


Odds and Ends. 


A TOURIST without money is a tramp. 
who has money is a tourist. 

A HARLEX girl who has read the Bible through 
eight times, surprised her mother the other morn- 
ing by getting down to breakfast in time. 


Wire: “Dear; I wish you would invite young 
Prof:ssor Y. some day. I hear he is dreadfully 
absent-minded; perhaps he may take our Jecilia.” 

Ir takes three weeks to perform a marriage 
ceremony among the upper classes in Japan, and 
itis generally conceded that the clergyman earns 
his fee. 

TEACHER : 
the desert.” Teacher: 


A tramp 


t Where do the Arabs liv?” Boy: “In 
“What do they call those 
Boy: “ De- 
serters.” 

A DaKoTA man, while on his way to borrow 
a Deighbor’s paper, was struck by lightning and 
killed. We hav no comment to make here. To 
intelligent people it isn’t necessary. 


My four-year-old boy remarked confidentially to 
the cook the other day that he ‘‘ would hate to be 
a chicken.” “t Why, Rob?” ‘Cause I would hav 
to lay eggs, and I don't know how," was the 
response, 


HanLEM teacher to a boy in a grammar class: 
“John, correct the following sentence: It are very 
cold.” John, as he wipes the perspiration from 
his forehead with his shirt-sleeve: “It are thun- 
dering hot.” 


Sux said it was a very bright idea. He said he 
knew a brighter one; and when she asked him 
what it was, he answered: “Your eye, dear.” 
There was silence for a moment; then she laid her 
head upon the rim of his ear and wept. 


CALLER (to old Mrs. Bentley): ‘ The new minis- 
ter is making himself quite popular, is he not, 
Mrs. Bentley?” Old Mrs. Bentley : ** Well, I ain't 
much sot by him. Fer the last three Sundays he’s 
prayed fer rain, an’ there ain't a drop fell yit !” 


** Tax hairs of your head 
Are all numbered,” he said 
To his nephew, just turned of eleven. 
* Tf all were like you,” 
Said the kid,” mighty few 
Bookkeepers they'd need up in heaven !” . 


A FAIR WARNING. 

“The racing association will giv you one hun- 
dred dol'ars an acre, deacon, for the lot!” ‘To 
build a race-track on? No, sir. I don’t believe in 
horse-racing ; it's sinfull" ‘Say, one hundred 
and fifty!” ** Well, I'll take a hundred and fifty; 
but if they build & race-track it will be against my 
earnest protest !” 

Justice (to prosecuting witness): “Now, state 
your case as briefly a8 you can.” Prosecuting wit- 
ness: “I wil, your honor. Pm a stationer, and 
this morning this man came into my house and 
said : ‘Hav you any black ink?’ ‘Yeg; I replied. 
‘Jet black?’ ‘Yes? ‘Will it turn black after 
awhile, or will it write black at once? ‘ Writes 
black at once. ‘Jet black?’ ‘Yes,’ ‘You area 
liar; and with that, your honor, he turned to walk 
out, and when I put my hand on him gently, 
intending to ask for an explanation of his curious 


conduct, he wheeled around and knocked me 
down.” Justice: ‘This is a rather interesting 
case. You are a stationer, eh?” Prosecuting wit- 
ness : “Yes, sir." “And hav you really got any 
black ink?” “Yes, sir.” “Black as soon as you 
write with it?” ‘Yes, sir.” Justice (after a mo- 
ment’s reflection): “ You are a liar. The prisoner 
is discharged.” 
HER OooL * No.” 
In her muslins light and airy, 
Oh, my pet seems always cool ; 
Even where the sun is glary 
No exceptions grace the rule. 


Yet I loiter moist and wilted— 
Faintly gasping for more air, 

Wishing I was Highland kilted— 
Or could wander still more bare. 


Yes, she’s ever quite unruffied, 
Ever calm and ever cool, 
- While I roam in hot air muffied, 
Longing for some frigid pool. 


Thus it was in desperation 
On one fearful, torrid day, 
That I turned the conversation 
To the theme that dearest lay ; 


Gasped * Wilt hav me ?”—expeditious, 
Hotter *twas than cooking-school— 
And I found her ** No” delicious— 
"T was so very, very cool. 


Some five or six years ago, when Watertown, 
Dak., was a new place, the business men raised 
$500 with which to build a church. A meeting was 
called to talk over the plans. '" You've got the 
$500, hav you?" said Judge S. J. Conklin, who 
was at that time mayor of the city. '* Got it right 
here,” replied the chairman of the soliciting com- 
mittee. “It strikes me,” continued the mayor, 
“that it is a good deal of money to put into a 
church.” '* Yes, that’s s0,” said another prominent 
citizen. ‘*I suppose we can do what we please 
with it?" ‘ That's it exactly,” returned Conklin, 
* and my idea is to put it into something of more 
permanent value to the city than a church." 
“Thats my opinion, too,” said another leading 
citizen ; “how would a school-house do?” ** School- 
house nothing !" said the mayor; “what we want 
to put that money into is something that will 
stand as a monument to the liberality and public 
spirit of the citizens of Watertown, and some- 
thing, also, which will be useful and of lasting 
benefit to the place. I move that that $500 be used 
to lay out a four-mile race track, that shall bé the 
finest west of the Mississippi! If we’re boomers, 
let us-boom!” They finally compromised on a 
mile track, and offered what money was left as 
purses for the Fourth of July races, 


Fath-rs of Our Republic, 


Paine, Jefferson, Washington, 
Franklin. 


A LECTURE delivered before the Tenth Annual 
Congress of the American Secular Union, . 
in Chickering Hall, New York 
November 18, 1886. 
By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 


Price 15 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


Poor Huss! he came to that 
Constance council, with all 
‘imaginable promises and 
safe-conducts; an earnest, 
not rebellious kind of man: 
they laid him in a stone dungeon “three feet 
wide, six feet high, seven feet long;” burnt the 
true voice of him out of this world; choked it 
in smoke and fire. That was not well done.— 
Cariyle. 

PERSONALLY, I care nothing about names. It 
makes no difference to me what the supposed 
great men of the past hav said, except as what 
they hav said contains an argument, and that 
argument is worth to me the forcé it naturally has 
upon my mind. Ohristians forget that, in the 
realm of reason, there are no serfs and no mon- 
archs. When you submit to an argument, you do 
not submit to the man who brings the argument 
forward. Christianity demands a certain obedi- 
ence, a certain blind, unreasoning faith, and 
parades before the eyes of the ignorant, with 
great pomp and pride, the names of kings, sol- 
diers, and statesmen who hav admitted the truth 
of the Bible. . So far as I am concerned, I 
think more of reasons than of reputations, more 
of principles than of persons, more of nature than 
of names, more of facts than of faiths. —Ingersol’s 
Tilt With Tatmage. 


I TAKE possession of man’s mind and deed ; 
I care not what the sects may brawl. 
I sit as God, holding no form of creed, 
But contemplating all. 
—Tennyson’s Palace of Art. 


_Hap the Christian religion done any good in the 
world, I would not hav exposed it, however fabu- 
lous I might hav believed it to be; but the delusiv 
idea of having a friend at court whom they call a 
redeemer, who pays all their scores, is an encour- 
agement to wickedness.—Thomas Paine. 


THEOLOGICAL hatred has exaggerated the pri- 
vate vices of Paine. It has made mountains out 
of mole-hills, where it would hav made mole-hills 
out of mountains, if he had been a defender of 
the faith. At the worst, Paine was not more 
intemperate than were many of his clerical con- 
temporaries, who were not less esteemed for their 
almost miraculous gifts of imbibition. Then, too, 
had he been orthodox, something would hav been 
allowed to the terrible condition in which he found 
himself in France during the Reign of Terror—a 
prisoner deserted by the young republic at whose 
birth he had assisted so efficiently; his life in 
jeopardy for the humanity of his opinions.—J. W. 
Chadwick, 

Mart. xx. 1-16.—No doubt the laborers who had 
borne the burden and heat of the day had no legat 
standing-point for their complaint; but the senti- 
ment that prompted it was none the legs a just 
one. Granting the validity of the master’s plea 
that he had honorably fulfilled his bargain, it may 
be still urged that the bargain itself was not of an 
equitable character. Plainly, a sum which is ade- 
quate pay for an hour, is inadequate for ten or 
twelve hours; and that which is sufficient for a 
day is excessiv for an evening. The same argu- 
ment applies to a future state. If, as is so often 
urged, it be a compensation for the sufferings of 
this state, then it ought to bear some proportion 
to those sufferings, But how can this be effected? 
Jesus saw the difficulty, and endeavored, but not 
successfully; to meet it by this parable.—Ambderley. 


Somu ladies are ready to plume themselvs upon 
not having been guilty of certain great crimes. 
Some thieves, I daresay, console themselvs with 
the reflection that they hav never committed mur- 
der.— Geo. Macdonald, 
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dotes and Clippings. 


To suppress the lawless feuds and strife 
that hav been continually agitating Kentucky, 
the militia at Morehead hav seized and con- 
fiscated the arms of all the desperadoes they 
‘could, find. ` : 


Tue Paris municipal council some time ago 
ordered all religious sentiments and expres- 
sions to be removed from the books used in 
the public schools. The board of education, 
however, did the work but partially, and a 
vote of censure upon the board has just been 
passed by the council. 


_ NrsETY-FOUR Paris policemen recently 
handed to their superior officers silver 
watches, which each of them had feund at 
his Lome. These watches bore, in place of 
the number, the words: * Souvenir of Gen. 
Boulanger, July 7, 1887," engraved on the 
case. An inquiry has been instituted as to 
the origin of these gratuitous gifts to the 
police. It is taken for granted what Gen. 
Boulanger had nothing to do with the matter. 


Pror. F. Bonsanr sends to the National 
Reformer the account as published in the Ro- 
man journals of a deputation from the com- 
mittee for the erection of the monument to 
Giordano Bruno, which was received by 
Signor Crispi, then minister of the interior, 
and now, in consequence of the death of 
Signor Depretis, prububly prime minister. 
The deputation asked the support of the 
government for the oblaining from the Ro- 
man municipality the concession of & site for 
the erection of the Bruno monument. Signor 
Crispi stated that he had already conferred 


fact. 


on the subject with Duke Torlorna, the 
syndic of Rome supporting the application, 
&nd that he believed the municipal council 
would grant tbe required site. 


Crrizen Train has been celebrating him- 
self in verse. From his bench of philosophy 
in Madison Square he sends out the follow- 
ing: 

Who ever saw me cough or sneeze? 


Hack? Spit? Limp? (show signs of Disease ?) 
(Or go to church? Pray on my knees?) 


With Flag of Health to bree ze unfurled 
Rainbows around my Life are curled, 
The happiest fellow iu world. 


Tukgv hav had the jubilee fever very 
strong in New Zealand. The Herald of tha! 
eolony contains abundant evidence of the 
Here is one advertisment: '*Wanted 
—Two jubilee ladies want two jubilee hus- 
bands. Apply 25 Queen street.” Here is 
another : ** Wanted— Jubilee wives, husbands, 
housemaids, waitresses, housekeepers, bar- 
maids, and general servants can be had for 
the asking. A. McLeod, 25 Queen street.” 


JANESVILLE, Wis., is excited over the elope- 
ment of the Rev. D. Seymore, pastor of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, and Mrs. Fanny 
J. Henry, wife of J. A. Henry, edi'or of the 
Argus, Both parties are prominent in society 
and religious matters. Seymore was consid- 
ered the ablest Methodist preacher ever in 
Janesville. Mrs. Henry bas for years been 
the organist and a leading member of the 
church. No one seems to hav been aware 
that there was undue intimacy between the 
two parties, but the elopement was premedi- 
tated, planned, and arranged by clandestin 
meetings. Mrs. Henry has heretofore borne 
an estimable reputation. Besides her hus- 


band, she leaves two children, a boy of seven 
and a girl of four. Seymore leaves a wife 
and five children entirely destitute. He left 
with about $250, $180 of which was the pro- 
ceeds of the sale of & buggy and horse, and 
the balance was church funds. It is the 
preacher’s third offense, his first victim being 
a fourteen-year-old girl. His piety has been 
remarkable for its sincerity. He is a scamp 
made worse by the grace of God. 


AT the meeting of the National Association 
for the Promotion of Holiness held in Pitman 
Grove, Pa., the other day, Dr. William 


McDonald said: ** tell you that no one who. 


uses tobacco can be entirely sanctified.” 
“Say! say!’ shouted several clergymen, 
* that’s going a little too far, for some of our 
best ministers use the article." ‘ What I hav 
said I hav said,” replied Dr. McDonald. 
“No man can be entirely saved and use 
tobacco.” * You're a liar!" angrily shouted 
a well-known man in the audience. The 
man, who is said to be an influential Christian, 
immediately left the auditorium. 


Says the Galveston Mews: “It is a ques- 
tion if another man upon earth possesses the 
same peculiar oratorical and literary power 
as Ingersoll. He sways the largest audi- 
ences by his wit, eloquence, and pathos as 
the wind sways the boughs of a tree. 
His thrusts are sbarp and direct, and though 
turned against what he believes to be a pop- 
ular fallacy, are never profane or vulgar. He 
is diplomatic, observant, and generous, and 
though most bitter in his denunciations of 
superstition, was never known to refuse to 
listen to reason or argument from those who 


Rienzi or Cicero, has but to move his lips 
and audiences stand ready to listen.’ f 


Oni04a80 bas got a new sort of missionary. 
The Jerald of that city describes him and his 
work: ** A tall, gaunt, cadaverous man, wear- 
ing a full beard, a time-worn frock-coat, and 
a shirt front that ought to hav been sent to. 
the laundry before the hot weather set in, 
stood at the corner of Madison and Clark 
streets last evening with a bundle of good- 
sized hand-bills under his arm. ‘ My friend,’ 
he said to a pale-faced, middle-aged citizen, 
who wore his hair a trifle long for July, ‘you 
look like a man who has helped many a good : 
cause——’ ‘Possibly, sir.’ ‘I hav some fig- 
ures that utterly expose the Anarchists, 
Spiritualists, and Atheists—prove the divinity 
of Christ—you've got to believe it,’ and then 
he ponred forth a jumble of words from his 
printed document. *Pve already distributed | 
free of charge fifteen hundred of these, and 
would to God I could giv away these—they're 
al I hav left. Anything you choose to 
giv—— ‘Intemperance is the greatest curse 
we hav,’ interrupted the middle-aged man as 
he got to the wind ward of the whisky-scented 
breath. ‘Exactly, sir,’ was the tract-pedler's 
candid reply; ‘if a man wants to look like 
the devil, act like the devil, and be a devil, 
let him fool with alcohol—even lager-beer.’ 
Abruptly changirg the subject, he continued- 
* Yes, the Bible’s all right, but these figures 
are my own; they make it clear, plain. 
Atheists won't accept the Bible; they've got. 
to take my figures. If you care to help the 
cause along, even five cents will be——' 
‘Oh, you can't get Chicago whisky for a 
nickel,’ and before the ‘figgers’ man could 


held different views from himself. In some | finish his appeal, the saucy, long-haired man 
respects he is a wonderful man, and like was around the corner and lost in the crowd.’ 
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Gommunications. 


Mr. George, Father Huntingdon, and Dr. Me- 
Glynn. 

I am a subscriber to Mr. George’s paper called 
the Standard. I hav read, with deep interest, every 
“number from the first. I believe most sincerely in 
his doctrin concerning the land, that it belongs to the 
human family in common, like the atmosphere and 
the sunlight ; and that the cheapest, fairest, and short- 
est way of raising taxes for the support of the govern- 
ment is by levying them upon land values alone. As 
the whole includes, and is composed of, all its parts, 
I believe this land reform movement includes all 
others of the kind ; and that, when it succeeds, it will 
. bring in, consequently, a tide of blessings that will 
astonish mankind, and prove that, when time and cir- 
cumstances hav prepared the way for the birth into 
the world of a great truth, it does not come singly and 
alone, but is accompanied by other truths which are 
allied with, and subordinate to, it. I mean that the 
farmers, who are numerous enough, perhaps, without 
the aid of the mechanical classes, to achieve the success 
of this movement, are so ignorant of Mr. George's 
theory that they regard him as their enemy instead of 
their friend. The newspapers they read are generally 
published in the interest of monopoly, and especially, 
that mean and thievish form of it called a protectiv 
tariff; and from reading such one-sided papers, they 
hav the idea that the land reformer aims to saddle all 
the taxes upon them, and iet the millionaires and 
bond-holders go free. It will require a long time to 
pry open the eyes of the farmers so that they can see 
their own interests ; for, as a class, they are the pagani 
of the country, the most ignorant and narrow-minded 
of its population, and the most easily imposed upon. 

In the Standard of July 23d was published Father 
Huntingdon’s Sunday evening speech, at the Anti- 
Poverty Society meeting, followed by a short one 
from Mr. George. : These gentlemen, with Dr. Mc- 
Glynn, wish to make the land reform a religious 
movement. They hav adopted as the war-cry the 
phrase, ‘ The fatherhood of God, and the brotherhood 
of man.” This sounds well. The latter half of it I 
believe in with all my heart. But the first part of the 
motto, is it true? If God be a father, and regards 
with equal eye all the children of his family, as an 
earthly parent does, how comes it to pass that the 
larger part of them are in such suffering circumstances, 
treated as disinherited bastards, instead of legitimate 
children and heirs? If-he is infinit in power and 
benevolence, and as such undertakes to control and 
manage the world he created, why does he not abolish 
the causes which hav laid waste, for so many ages, the 
happiness of his children? and why did he not pre- 


vent the existence of these causes in the first instance, 


when, being omniscient, he must hav. foreseen how 

pregnant they were with curses to his children? Mr. 

- George, Father Huntingdon, and Dr. McGlynn are 

only men, but they are so benevolent in their nature, 

: and know so well how to adopt means to ends, that, if 
they had half the power which God has, over human 
volitions, and material things, they would not require 
two thousand years—the time that God, by the gos- 
pel, has been trying to do it—to drive the deadly 
evils of oppression, poverty, and wretchedness of man 
and brute, out of the world. Nay, these gentlemen, 
if they had set to work at the beginning to make a 
world out of nothing, would hav so arranged the 
conditions that sin, and misery its consequence, 
would hav no place in it. God is not a father if he 
hav a hell of eternal fire in which to consume the 
happiness of the larger part ofhis family. Even if 
we accept nature as the synonym for God, she is cruel. 
True, she givs us sunlight and rains, and the order 
of the seasons for the earth to grow and mature her 
food for man and beast. But she starves to death 
multitudes of her children by drouth and famin, 
ravages whole nations by fatal diseases,. engulfs 
thousands in one moment by earthquakes and cyclones, 
and has ordained that the strong shall prey upon the 
weak, in the air, on the earth, and in the sea. 

Father Huntingdon, whose speeech I hav read over 
and over again, on account of its beautiful and forci- 
ble simplicity, has contemplated the woes of New 
York society, growing out of poverty and oppression, 
till his heart aches ; and he has brought himself to 
believe and teach, that “ the free will of man, defeat- 
ing the purposes of God,” is to blame for it all. Se- 
cretly, and logically, a man of his ability must seeand 
feel, that, if God is all-powerful, and all-merciful, and 
does nothing to put out of existence the evils that 
hav converted the earth into a hell, Ae is responsible 
for the present state of things. 

` blank Infidelity, if not blasphemy, to say so openly, he 
relieves God of this mountainous load of responsi- 
bility, and puts it on the free will of man! Let the 
young father speak for himself: “There is plenty of 
land, there is plenty of power to labor. Put the two 
together, and the result will be what God intended. 
But that result can be hindered in one of two ways. 
God has made us beings with free will and power of 
choice, to settle in some measure our own destinies in 
this world. If we choose to defeat his purpose, and 


it unto an alien.” 


But as it would be 


t 
thwart his goodness, we can do so, and reap the har- 


vest we hav sown; if we choose to do his will; we 
can be free, and strong, and holy.” Now, what an 
imbecil kind of a God he has pictured! With all 
the resources of the universe at his command ; with 
infinit pity and benevolence in his heart to prompt 
the exercising of his infinit power, he stands aloof, 
and sees his own children by the million, age after 
age, ground to fine powder between the upper and 
nether mill stones of human avarice and ambition, 
and never lifts a finger to put a stop toit! He would 
like to interpose ; it is his purpose to do so, but the 
free will of man is stronger than he, and will not let 
him! Father Huntingdon is so careful of the charac- 
ter of God, that, to protect him against the obvious 
charge which the minds of intelligent beings would 
bring against him, of allowing sin and misery to run 
riot through the world when he could abolish it, 
he takes the ground that thefree will of man, a worm 
of the dust, is able to, and actually does, override and 
defeat the benevolent purposes of Almighty God! 
Into such depths of folly does Father Huntingdon’s 
theology plunge him. 

Mr. George ought to quit attempting to make land 
reform a religious movement. Let him make ita 
moral movement. The antislavery men, fifty years 
ago, thought, when they began, that they could make 
the abolition of slavery a religious movement. But 
the church, appealing to the Bible, Old Testament 
and New, silenced them in argument. The brother- 
hood of man, which was their motto, based upon the 
salvability of all men, Jew and gentile, bond and 
free, male and female, was, inferentially a New Testa- 
ment doctrin. But it was taught and understood, at 
least in theory, long before Christianity appeared in 
the world. In the antislavery controversy, however, 
the positiv teachings of Moses and Paul crushed out 
of sight the moral philosophy of the gospel, and 
almost the entire Christian church, Catholic and 
Protestant, were in favor of slavery, taught that it 
was & divine institution, and pronounced the Aboli- 
tionists to be Infidels. The Abolitionists, therefore, 
went forth among their countrymen demanding the 
immediate emancipation of the slaves as a require- 
ment of natural and eternal justice, and as the only 
policy which could save the republic from ruin. It 
took thirty years of effort on the stump, on the ros- 
trum, and in the press to educate the people and 
enlighten their conscience, and bring them to under- 
stand and feel that either slavery or the republic 
must be destroyed. During all these years not only 
the slave-holders but the religion of the Bible, and 
of'the entire church, were dead against them. But 
such was the potency of truth, and so strong the sen- 
timent of justice in the human heart when the con- 


‘science was enlightened, that the people backed up 


President Lincoln when, in 1863, he issued his proc- 
lamation of freedom to the slaves, and made sure the 
permanency of the Union. l 

* Our heavenly father," in the laws he dictated to 
his chosen people, laid down some wholesome prin- 
ciples and regulations concerning the land, which 
Mr. George is wisely taking advantage of in his great 
contention. But I must remind Mr. George that it 
was the same heavenly father who allowed one branch 
of his family, the Jews, to make merchandise of the 
other branch, called “ the heathen round about.” It 
was he who not only authorized, but enjoined, the 
Hebrews to rob the Canaanites of their land, and put 
them to death for resisting. He it was also who 
ordered the Israelites that “anything that dieth of 
itself should be given to the stranger that is within 
thy gates, that he may eat of it; or, thou mayest sell 
Wherever, therefore, the land re- 
formers, seemingly to curry favor with the church, 
use the phrase, “The fatherhood of God,” they at 
once call to mind such facis as I hav mentioned, and 
dampen the zeal of many intelligent persons who 
would like to cooperate with them in their laudable 
work. ‘The brotherhood of man” is a rallying cry 
that covers the whole case, and rouses the enthusiasm 
of humanity. The prefix, “ Fatherhood of God,” im- 
mediately injects doubt and confusion into the mind, 
and hinders hearty cooperation. 

Dr. McGlynn, at a late Anti-Poverty meeting, bit- 
terly denounced the Italian pope and propaganda as 
& mere machine, governed by a lust for money and 
power; and said that it was the knowledge of this fact 
that had ruined many Catholic countries, and plunged 
them into Infidelity and Atheism. This language 
seems to imply that communities, when they see the 
wickedness and hypocrisy of the church, are so dis- 
gusted with it, that they rush into Infidelity, as a 
herd of panic-stricken buffaloes rush over a precipice 
into destruction. There is a good deal of this kind 
of apologetic tone among reformers of various kinds 
toward the class called Infidels, when they see how 


utterly heartless and indifferent the church as a body, 


now is, always has been, and, I may say, always will 
be, concerning those who begin any work of radical 
moral reform. They seem to think that the Secular- 
ists would all be good Christians if the church would 
lead in all practical efforts for the welfare of mankind 
during their stay in this world. But this is a mis- 
take. The corruptions of the church may, and often 
do, set men to thinking. But what we call Infidelity 


is the result, or verdict, which the human intellect 
arrives at after the evidence for religion, pro and 
con, has been argued in the Supreme Court of the 
Human Understanding, where reason alone is the 
judge. Inthiscourt the human heart has nothing to 
do with the questions discussed and decided, because 
the heart cannot reason, but only feel. The Infidel, 
therefore, rejects Christianity, and the church which. 
claims to be its embodiment, for the same reason 
that he rejects Mohammedanism and Mormonism, 
because its claims to be a supernatural religion are 
all consumed in the crucible of investigation. If the 
church, instead of turning its cold shoulder, as it 
does, to “the cross of the New Crusade,” would fall 
in with that great movement, and giv it speedy suc- 
cess, the argument of the Infidel against the church 
and her religion would not be invalidated in the 
least. The key-stone of the arch which supports the 
claims of the church to be a divine, soul-saving ma- 
chine, is the doctrin of the Fall of Man in the Garden 
of Eden, making necessary the whole scheme of 
salvation, whereby the race, or & small part of it, can 
be restored to its original condition and character. 
But modern science has knocked this key-stone out, 
and logically, the whole superstructure tumbles into 
ruin; and that we may not be discouraged in our 
efforts to improve, we are consoled with the well- 
grounded hope that, whereas the law of progress has 
gradually brought the race to its present stage of 
improvement, the same làw will continue in force dur- 
ing the illimitable future. R. S. D. 
July 25, 1887. 


OH 
The Gospel Racket. 


Go preach the gospel to every creature. 

“There. is luck in odd numbers,” but the above 
command, composed of seven words, has been fraught 
with more mischief to human kind than most people 
are willing to allow. i l 

The minds of men hav been so much occupied with 
this command that they hav lost sight of nearly every 
earthly good. And thousands hav been murdered 
and cruelly tortured and persecuted because it has 
been thought that they stood in the way of the 
spread of the gospel. 

I suppose the word “creature” in the above com- 
mand was designed to mean human “ creature.” 

It is evident that the one who gave the command 
had no just conception of the number of human 
“creatures” in existence when the command was 
given. Itis further evident that the command did 
not come from an all-wise God, for the good reason 
that an all-wise God would not command a thing to 
be done which it was impossible to do. The idea of - 
a dozen men starting out on foot to “ preach the gos- 
pel to every creature” is preposterous. 

In that generation there must hav been millions of 
“creatures” scattered over the face of the earth 
which the twelve could not reach. And millions hav 
died every generation since who never heard a blast 
from the gospel trumpet. And probably the time 
will never come when the gospel will be preached to 
every “creature.” ` 

The command to “preach the gospel to every 
creature” shows the ignorance of those who gave the 
command, whether they were Gods or men. I say 
Gods because there is a ghost God, and a son God 
and an old father God, which make three. Now, i; 
these three Gods, by some gospel sleight-of-hand 
hav been metamorphosed into one God, it is the 
business of the Christian and not mine. 

If the salvation of men was made to depend upon 
being reached by the gospel-bangers, the Gods must 
hav known that they were bringing millions into ex- 
istence every generation only to be damned. 

If salvation does not depend upon preaching the 
gospel, then the Gods or men who geve the command 
made fools of themselvs, and those who are contrib- 
uting millions each year to send the gospel to the 
heathens are bigger fools still. 

What the number of inhabitants was nineteen hun- 
dred years ago I hav no means of knowing. A great 
part of the earth’s surface had not been explored at 
that time, and there could hav been no definit idea of 
the number of “ creatures" to be preached to. Even - 
to-day, with all the appliances of steam and electricity, 
and with the help of the printing-press, millions die 
each generation who never heard of the gospel. If 
the command came from an infallible God, then he, 
like all the infallible popes, has made some egregious 
blunders. Probably the time never will come when 
the gospel will be “ preached to every creature.” 

For nearly two thousand years the Christian has 
been engaged in a vain attempt to benefit the world 
and the inhabitants thereof by plowing in the skies ; 
and he is constantly trying to persuade the people 
that some time in the dim future he will make it a 
Success. 

Two thousand years can scarcely be considered 
time enough for the Christian to get a fair start. 
But if the Infidels and scientists will only stand back 
and giv him a fair chance, in eight or ten thousand 
years he will be able to show some grand results. 

But suppose the time should come when the 
gospel should be preached to every creature, the 
question is whether it would prove a blessing to the . 
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world. Has the Christian religion rendered the rich 

less grasping, bettered the condition of the poor, 

made the people more intelligent or more honest? 
In the first place, if preaching of the gospel is cal- 


culated to elevate the human race, those who preach. 


it of all men ought to be the most honest, intelligent, 
and humane. What are the facts? They hav a 
greater number of representativs in the prisons in 
this country in proportion to their numbers than any 
other class of people. . 

‘What is more, there is no class of people in this 
country whose crimes are more kept out of sight, and 
who are punished less according to the crimes they 
commit, than those who are commissioned to “preach 
the gospel to every creature.” mE 

In the second place, this is allowed to be one 
of the most thoroughly Christianized countries in 
the world, and ought to be taken as a fair test of the 
humanizing influence of Christianity.  ' 

One of the most important commands of this 
gospel, which is to be preached to every creature, is 
that the rich must sell what they hav and giv to the 
poor. And it is made as impossible for a rich man 
to enter the kingdom of heaven as it is for a camel to 
pass through the eye of a needle. xt 

Yet, in this country, one-half of the entire wealth 
of the country is in the hands of two and a.half per 
cent of the people. Millionaires occupy nearly every 
seat in the senate, and twenty to seventy-five thou- 
sand dollars are current prices for seats in the lower 
house. Indeed, seats in Congress might about as 
well be put up at auction and sold to the highest 

_ bidder, without the least regard to the eternal fitness 
of things. 

In all the great churches are capitalists whose 

fortunes hav been built up by the unpaid toil and 
sweat of the poor. “One thing thou lackest: sell 
what thou hast and giv to the poor." 
. Tracts of land, containing thousands of acres, are 
bought by Christian speculators, and held to the 
exclusion of the homeless. When these lands are 
rendered valuable, not by anything which the owner 
has done, but by the labor of those who settle around 
them, they will be put into market and sold for quad- 
ruple what they cost. . Verily, “The son of man hath 
not where to lay his head.” , 

Even churches in their corporate capacity possess 
millions of wealth, and hold thousands of acres of 
the most valuable lands in the country. All going to 
show to. show that the teaching of those whose busi- 

. ness it is to preach the gospel to every creature has 
no more to do with their own acts than the outside 
garments they wear. 


Christian speculators frequently buy up the pro-, 


visions of the country and hold them until starva- 
tion forces the people to buy them at any price they 
‘may ask. Thus thousands of children are sent to 
bed supperless because a Christian hog wants to 
make money. Will not all the “ends of the earth” 
be blest when this glorious gospel is ‘ preached to 
‘every creature?” ‘ Blow ye the trumpet; blow the 
gladly solemn sound.” - 

Hear this sad story from the Hartford Hwaminer: 
“In the severity of winter young girls hav tramped 
from place to place in search of work; hav begged 
shelter and food; slept in outhouses and barns, and 
are to-day the victims of hunger and exposure. 
Wholly defenseless, they are thrown into temptation 
and the lowest kind of vagrancy. The males tramp 
farther inland, and become desperate and vicious, 
while the old people and infants remain in the vil- 
lages starving by inches. Common necessities of 
life are unknown to hundreds of fathers and mothers 
and children.” Could a worse picture be truthfully 
drawn of any heathen land—even of any savage tribe? 

The biting sarcasm of the above extract on the 
Christian religion can only be realized when it is con- 
sidered that the Christian pretends that “peace on 


earth and good will to men” follow in the wake of 


the gospel. 

We hav some of the richest churches in the world, 
and Christian millionaires by the score. Hundreds 
of ministers are receiving princely salaries ; there is 
an abundance in the country; graineries overflowing 
and storehouses literally bursting with stores of pro- 
visions. The poor do not suffer on account of a 
searcity of anything in the country. Do these suf- 
fering ones fare any better because the gospel is 
preached to them? Do those who are commissioned 
to “preach the gospel to every creature” propose 
any remedy? hey never cease boasting of the 
elevating and humanizing influence of the Christian 
religion, and yet they hav the effrontery to tell these 
suffering onés that it is all for the best; that they 
are in the hands of a just and merciful God ; that 
“ he doeth all things well ;" that they must be patient 
and suffer on; that “seeming afflictions are unseen 
mercies ;" that their suffering here will be rewarded 
with bright crowns hereafter. 

To attribute their suffering to a banana or some 
other kind of fruit that a woman ate six thousand 
years ago is to insult the common sense of the age. 
Yes, while starving girls are sleeping in barns and 
alleys, Christian shylocks are drawing from two to 
four per cent per month ; but it is all for the best— 

God is directing the affairs of men. I take another 


quotation from a Western newspaper to show how: 


the love of justice follows the preaching of the gos- 
pel: * The busy world consists of employer and em- 
ployee, and all that is produced in the present con- 
stitution of society belongs to the employer, and 
nothing to the employee. With his daily wages 
he must purchase of the former all that he 
needs. When there is an over-production the 
workmen are forced to idleness. Wages cease, and 
they no longer hav the power to purchase for the 
most part what they hav produced. Starvation and 
want, or the meager resources of charity await them. 
It is not so with the owners of the excessiv products 
of industry. If they cannot sell, they can, at least, 
exchange among themselvs and be happy.” 

This statement shows that, notwithstanding the 
preaching of the gospel, systematized robbing-is the 
rule in this country. Yet the rich Christian can ba 
happy, while those who hav produced his wealth by 
their labor are starving. Everything for the wealthy, 
nothing for the producers of wealth, and yet they 
pretend to follow the example of Christ and his 
apostles, who held “ all. things in common.” 

Millions for foreign missions, but no plan for the 
starving mothers and children at home. While the 
storehouses in Chicago were full of grain, and thou- 
sands of cattle and hogs were being butchered every 
day, thirty-five thousand men, women, and children 
in that city were in a starving condition. 

Chicago has some Christian millionaires, many 
gorgeous churches, rich Christian merchants, a lot of 
boodlers, and much squalid poverty. What is true 
of Chicago holds true in every Christian city in the 
country. 

“ (Xo preach the gospel to every creature.” Has 
not the gospel: been sufficiently preached in this 
country? Yet in Christian cities where church 
spires bristle like spines on a thistle, women hav 
made overalls at -sixty certs per dozen, and passed 
the whole winter without fire. Men who hav been 
under the influence of gospel teaching from early 
childhood turn mothers with helpless children into 
the street when they hav no place to go because they 
are unable to pay their rent. . 

In parts of any Christian city, if à man were unat- 
tended, he would be murdered if it were known that 
he had a. hundred dollars in his pocket. Pious 
Christians get away with thousands of the people's 
money, sometimes made up from the scanty savings 
of poor widows and sewing girls. Yet they occupy 
front seats in fashionable churches, while a poor, 
starving girl is sent to the lock-up for stealing a loaf 
of bread. “Blow the gospel trumpet.” 

If there are any grand results from this gospel 
preaching, they certainly ought to be manifested in 
the churches? But what are the facts? Are they 
not«clannish? Is not individualism nearly wiped 
out? Is there one who dare take a bold and inde- 
pendent course, regardless of the old bell-wether of 
the flock? 
oped pioneer investigation? Are not Christians 
always giving battle to the scientists, who hav 
proved themselvs to be the best friends of man? 

* Beware of science when it contradicts the Bible.” 
So says a popular Christian paper. There you hav 
it— science gaged by the Bible. This has been the 
position of the church for hundreds of years. She 
stands like a dried mummy with an old book in her 
hands, and claims that it is of more importance to 
the world than all the discoveries of science. To the 
church the ignorance and brutality of two or three 
thousand years ago is of more importance to the 
world than the intelligence, civilization, and scientific 
attainments of the nineteenth century. Without 
opposition, the church would soon force us back to 
the science and philosophy of the book of Genesis. 

The church turns out her quotum of criminals, and 
more than her proportion of lunatics ; and the world’s 
best thinkers-are certainly not found in the churches. 
If the people in the churches are not as parsimonious 
as those outside, then the churches hav been. belied 
by all history. 

If the good result of gospel preaching is neither 
to be found among preachers nor in.the churches, 
would it seem like sound policy to giv a great deal of 
money to send these preachers far away from home 
to enlighten those who are more moral and honest 
than themselvs? 

Salvation armies, Christian revivals, dance-halls, 
theological seminaries, ministerial conventions, horse- 
races, bribers and boodlers, Sabbath-schools and 
cock-fights, Christian associations and prize-fights, 
missionaries and gamblers, swill-shops and churches, 
Christian executions, murders, suicides, seductions, 
infanticide, elopements, divorces, shootings, and stab- 
bings are the order of the day, and strangely mixed 
in this highly Christianized country. - 

* Go preach the gospel to every creature.” ‘Blow 
the gospel trumpet." Let the Christian find “no 
rest for the sole of his foot” until these blessings are 
carried “to the ends of the earth.” Selah. 

"Yes, Blow the gospel trumpet.” Go to all the 
islands of the sea, and among all the native tribes, 
and as fast as converts are made send them on 
to Boonton. Let the two Sams rejoice and Com- 
stock be glorified. Let every scientist and philos- 


Has the preaching of the gospel devel-’ 


opher review his work and make it square with 
Genesis. Blow the gospel trumpet around Snow- 
ville. Aunt Elmina must be reconstructed.. She has 
been letting her light shine in the dark corners 
without permission from the trumpet-blowers. She 
must be cast into hell (a prison hell) because she 
does not join in the gospel racket. 

If the trumpet-blowers succeed in getting her into 
prison, there will be cannonading in heaven all day 
and a great display of fireworks at night. 

It will serve her just right. She must learn to 
pay less attention to human suffering and more atten- 
tion to the trumpet-blowers. Let her go to jail. 
Let Anthony hav a day of rejoicing, and the trumpet- 
blowers hav.a day of jubilee. The trumpet-blowers 
appreciate her motivs about as much as the people 
of Thurso did the labors of Robert Dick, the Scotch 
geologist. 

Some of them found him, with hammer and chisels, 
engaged on a rock literally made up of fossils. 
* What are ye doin’ there, mon?” they inquired. “I 
am inspecting an ancient graveyard,” said Dick. 
* Hoot, mon, theres nobody burriet there," said 
they. The people of Thurso said Dick was crazy, 
and, worse than all, was not * soond on the Bible." 

When the core of the whole matter is reached, it 
will be found that Elmina is not *soond on the 
Bible," and the trumpet-blowers are wroth. À snatch 
from the “Song of the Geologist,” written by Dick, 
comes in here with a good deal of force: 


Hoorah for the hammers sae braw! 
The lower we go the more we shall know 
Of ancient an’ present an’ a’. 
Here’s freedom to dig and to learn, 
Here’s freedom to think and to speak ; 
But none ever sought to strangle a thought 
But creatures baith vulgar an’ weak. 


Go preach the gospel to every creature. Blow the 
gospel trumpet, until every word uttered by a Lib- 
eral is “disgusting,” and everything written on sex 
and sex relations is “obscene.” Then Judge Bene- 
dict, and Colgate, and Mad Anthony 


Will bathe their weary souls 
In seas of heavenly rest, 

And not a wave of trouble roll 
Across their peaceful breasts, 


and Boonton will become the Mecca of this Christian 
country. j 


How long, dear savior, ob, how long 
Shall this bright hour delay ? 

Fly swift around, ye wheels of time, 
And bring the welcome day ! 


Blow the gospel trumpet. Hurry up the cakes— 
let Colgate soap the track. Keep Talmage and Sam 
Jones and the Salvation Army constantly in the 
gospel harness until the will of God shall be done 
on earth as it is done in heaven. Let Anthony 
swing his smut-bag in the name of the Lord, and 
soon will be ushered in an age of purity and godli- 
ness equaled only by that of the Dark Ages. 
One author recounts the number of thousands of 
women in Europe made dissolute by the priesthood. 
But that was done by God's regularly constituted 
agents, and, of course, could neither be “ disgusting ” 
nor “ obscure,” and did not affect Christian morals 
like the writings of Aunt Elmina. Let Boonton be- 
gin to buy crape early, for she may be called to 
divide honors with Snowville, and then not only 
erape but sackcloth and ashes will be brought in 
requisition. 

Blow the gospel trumpet until such heathens as 
Elmina, and Socrates, and Solon, and Plato, and 
Cicero are brought up to the Christian level of 
Talmage, and Sam Jones, and Benedict, and Com- 
stock. 

In some parts of the Hastern world known as 
heathen, it is customary for dealers to place their 
commodities in the public places and leave them. 
The purchaser takes what he wants and leaves the 
money according to the price marked upon the 
article. Preach the gospel until such heathens are 
brought to “ know the Lord from the least to the 
greatest,” and through the grace of our lord and 
savior, Jesus Christ, are taught to know and practice 
Christian honesty. 

It is related that a Christian merchant took a 
cargo of goods to-an Eastern market, and after the 
goods were unloaded, the men who had been engaged 
began to retire. “Are not those goods to be taken 
in ?" inquired the merchant. He was told that there 
was no danger from rain, and the goods would get 
no damage. “But may they not be stolen?" asked 
the merchant. “Not the least danger in the world,” 
said they, “there is not a Christian within a hundred 
miles of here.” But heathen honesty will never sat- 
isfy Christians; they want the real, “ true-blue,” 
blood-bought Boonton kind. 

‘Blow the gospel trumpet. This year the Method- 
ists are to raise a million dollars to send missionaries 
to these people to teach them Christian civilization 
and Christian honesty. 

No matter about monstrous births, idiots, and 
lunaties; no matter about cripples and deformities ; 
no matter about hereditary taints and diseases. 
Elmina must learn that this kind of education is not 
in fashion with Christians, that Christ and him cru- | 
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cified is all that is necessary to constitute a Christian 
education. : i 
Keep up the gospel racket until good hard sense 
becomes as rare as white erows, and the church and 
Mrs. Grundy rule the world. Blow the gospel trum- 
pet. .. Jonn PECE. 
Naples, N. Y. : 
——————28—4—9—————————— 
News and Notes. 


Friday evening, July 29th, I strike Snohomish, a 
lively place in an out-of-the-way corner of the world, 
up the Suohomish river about twelve miles, and in 
the midst of the mighty forests that it will take one 
hundred years to demolish, and in the mean time 
supply all the markets of the country. The land is 
exceedingly fertil when cleared, and forty acres are 


about as good for production as double that quantity 


elsewhere—but it takes from fifty to seventy-five 


dollars an acre to prepare for cultivation. 

I gave five lectures in Snohomish, one on Saturday 
evening, three on Sunday, and one on Monday even- 
ing; and organized a Secular Union with over fifty 


names—and the prospects are that this will be one 
of the most flourishing Liberal organizations in the 


territory. The representativ busmess men of the 
city are Liberals, and not afraid to express their 


views, and take an open stand in favor of Free- 


thought. 
here. 
audience is seven for Sunday—one for each day 
in the week. I. had fuil houses every evening, 
although the “ Drummer Boy of the Rappahannock” 
was in town with his silver drum, and the Free 
Methodists had pitched their tent and were singing 
and praying with volcanic fervor; but the stream of 
Freethought pursued the even tenor of its way and 
made hope and cheer amid the pleasant sunlight. I 
enjoyed myself in this far corner of the world, where 
the immense solitudes stretch for hundreds of miles 
away, aud the snowy peaks are seen, and Mount 
Ranier through the rugged valley presents itself, a 
resplendent picture, at the top of the spacious scene. 

Snohomish has had quite a remarkable history in 
the development of advance thought. Years ago, Dr. 
Folsom, a graduate of Harvard College, and a man 
of rare scientific attainments, located here, and, 
assisted by Eldridge Morse and others, started the 
Free Religious Association and Atheneum of Sno- 
homish, aud for several years this was the main in- 
stitution of the place, and had a museum building, 
and property to the amount of several thousand dol- 
lars, and there was promis of a laberal university 
amid these Western wilds nearly a quarter of & cent- 
ury ago. But the ups and downs of territorial life 
and business reverses destroyed the fair prospect, 
and the property changed hands and the original 
purpose was abandoned. Still, the fruit of this bold 
pioneer effort is noted in the Radical spirit that per- 
vades this remote frontier town. 

Eldridge Morse is one of the quaint geniuses of 
this part of the country. He was one of the leading 

‘spirits in the early Freethought movement, and 
started the Northern Star, which was for many years 
the mort popular newspaper on Puget sound, and 
had a large circulation. It was an outspoken advo- 
cate of Liberalism, and published articles from the 
foremost writers of the day on scientific and religious 
topics. But the Northern Star, I expect, was too 
good to last long, and so it disappeared, for Morse, 
like all Westerners, had magnificent plans and a lot 
of them, and one day there came a crash. But Morse 
is irrepressible. He immediately went to *tramp- 
ing," and he has gone over every foot of western 
Washington—up and down every river, over every 
mountain, and through every forest. The Indians 
hav come to look upon him as one of their old-time 
divinities reincarnated, and so they treat him as they 
would a wande.ing god. He has gathered together 
a mass Of ancient Indian legends which are of ab- 
sorbing interest. He is one of the most brilliant con- 
iributors to Banercft’s * History of the Pacific 
States,” and has written a most valuable essay on 
the tide marshes of Puget sound for the Agricultural 
department of the United States. He is a typical 
Western man. He knows how to rough it, and at 
the same time possesses an extraordinary faculty for 
knowledge, and he has something to say on almost 
every point that is cf interest to humanity. 

The first one to greet me, and the main lever in my 
work here, is I. S. Martin, who is always doing some- 
thing to keep things a-going, and he has materially 
increased the circulation of Tas TRUTH SEEKER, and 
so made my lectures more successful in their result. 
He is an old miner, and has made and lost a dozen 
fortunes in tbis uncertain land. One day he took 
out a nugget of gold worth eight thousand dollars. 
He has about made up his mind to stick to Snoho- 
mish. He has comfortable bachelor quarters, and I 
know he cannot do any better than to keep our flag 
&-flying in this quarter of the world, after his thou- 
sand leagues of travel and years of adventure. Like 
myself, he is a dreamer of the “good time coming,” 
and all the trial of life does not quench the hope of 
progress or the spirit that still delights in “ morn- 
ing's outspread radiancy." 


The ministers hav a pretty hard time of it 


There .are two churches, and the average 


I had a pleasant sojourn on top of the hill with my 
good friends, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Eddy. I was 
flanked on either side by the ministers, who lived in 
the adjacent houses. But I was not haunted a bit. 
I don't know how it was with the ministers, whether 
they saw horns and hoofs or not, and whether their 
appetites grew Jess. Mr. and Mrs. Eddy are con- 
stant readers of Tue TRUTH SEEKER, and so i was in 
congenial society. 

C. H. Packard, editor of the county paper, the 
Eye, is one of those rare editors who speaks his mind 
and lets the world know where he stands on the 
Freethought question. He has one of the brightest 
papers in the territory. He has “an eye" on every- 
thing, and he has a facil pen with which to report 
the news in a spicy fashion. He is secretary of the 
Secular Union. 

George Brackett, John H. Sweet, E. C. Ferguson, 
who presided at my meetings; G. B. Deering, Chas. 
Lowery, H. C. Comegys, who acted as president o! 
the temporary organization; J. V. Bowen, the Black- 


of the country and a thorough Liberal; H. D. Mor- 
gan, Fred. Fass, the Bateman brothers, Oliver Me- 
Lean, G. H. Pennington, C. H. Anderson, Martin 
Kitzmiller, Mr. Yeaton, H. A. Ray, Chester Thorn. 
ton, and others, are our allies here, and & splendid 
company they make of earnest Freethinkers, and 1 
expect, on my return, that the membership of the 
Union will be counted by hundreds. I leave Snoho- 
mish with bright hopes, for I hav met with noble 
friends, and my campaign has been one of delight 
and advantage. 

In the bright early morning of Tuesday, August 
2d, I float down the river to the shining sound. A 
merry company is on board, for about twenty 
Snohomishites are going to camp out and hunt and 
fish for & week or two. I would hav liked to linger 
along the sunny beach and try my luck with the line 
and shot, but I must hurry forward to the Naples of 
the coast, Seattle, glittering like a queen upon the 
hills in the golden sunset. I lectured Wednesday 
evening, and the Secular Union was permanently 
organized, and, I guess, if the platform of the Nine 
Demands is adhered to, that our Seattle friends will 
come to the front with a powerful array. Like the 
National Union, the Liberal society bere has drifted 
upon side issues, and the cause has been weakened. 
However important other great reforms are, they 
must hav their special instrumentalities; while the 
Freethought organization must be devoted to its 
own work, which creates the fundamental conditions 
of political progress. 

From Seattle I come to Port 
bright and lively city, with beautiful views of the 
sound, the islands, and the snowy ranges. The halo 
of promis is also over this city, and there is no know- 
ing what its future magnificence may be, when five 


„hundred ships come. sailing into the Puget waters 


from Ormus and from Ind. No one knows as yet 
where the golden wand wil! drop. 

I was met by our bright, adventurous comrade 
D. W. Smith, mayor of Port Townsend, the busiest 
of its citizens, a soldier and officer in the war, and one 
of the most prominent citizens in the territory, and 
who has won his position by pure grit. He has 
never been afraid to hang the pictures of Thomas 
Paine, Ingersoll, and Bennett on the walls of his law 
office. In all his struggling days he never flinched 
in the expression of his Freethought convictions, and 
his success has come simply by strenuous ability. 

Thursday, on the little boat Derpath, Captain 
Seymour, I am off for Port Angeles, thirty miles 
away toward the sea, where the Puget Sound Coöp- 
erativ Colony flings its banner to the breeze for its 
model common wealth. I am fortunate to be accom- 
panied by entertaining and Liberal friends, Mr. Thos. 
D. Merrill, of Saginaw, Mich., and Miss A. W. Bright. 
This sound is called the Mediterranean of the New 
World, and it is indeed a delightful expanse of spark- 
ling waters, and as we go sailing over its blue bosom 
we might easily imagin that we were amid the olden 
lands and historie scenes. The fluctuating outline of 
the distant shores melts like jewels in the quivering 
horizon, and at times the sea is almost like glass, so 
softly do the winds steal over it. It was an enchant- 
ing summer's voyage. The little steamer took it 
quite easy, and didn’t hurry a bit, and we werenearly 
all day long going the thirty miles. Half-way we 
stop at Dungeness, alittle eity of one store, three 
hotels, and no church, tucked behind what they call 
a “spit,” and it took about an hour to reach it from 
the open sound ; and we had to creep slowly back 
again, in order to avoid stranding. About sunset we 
arrived at Port Angeles. Behind it towers the Olym- 
pic range, with its beautiful snowy peaks, glistening 
in the golden light. The colony could not hav se- 
lected a lovelier spot whereby to giv the world a 
glimpse of the paradise of the future. Mr. Charles 
Peters and others are ready with fraternal greetings, 
and sol feel at home. I hke this codperativ colony 
so far. It is an experiment, of course, and its theory 
of formation seems to be right, but the final success 
depends upon the material, that is, the kind of folks 
that come in to carry out the plan. The trouble with 
these codperativ associations is the imperfection of 


man brothers, A. N. Morgan, one of the first settlers 


‘Townsend, another |, 
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human nature. Wisdom does not always prevail, nor 
generous councils. The Puget Colony seems, up to 
this time, to hav been successful, and, with careful 
management, will pass the shoals and rocks to a favor- 
able sea of fortune. It is composed mainly, I should 
judge, of men and women of earnest convictions and 
intelligence. Its president, Geo. Venable Smith, has 
made a thorough study of cqóperativ principles, and 
has wisely conducted affairs. The situation of Port: 
Angeles is excellent, the ocean views are gorgeous, 
the climate is delightful. It is the first harbor on the 
sound from the sea. The “spit” is four miles long, 
and forms an ample breakwater. The harbor has - 
eight square miles of anchorage, and can afford shelter 
for hundreds of vessels. There is a lighthouse here, 
and this was formerly a port of entry, but is not now. 
There is, however a bill pending in Congress to make 
it such. The number of colonists is three hundred 
and thirty, and the population of the precinct is five 
aundred. One can be happy and contented here and 
dream of the good time coming. Much has already 
been accomplished. ‘Trees hav been cut down. A 
big saw-mill has been built, and will soon be in oper- 
ation. Houses hav been constructed of rcugh lum- 
ber, but they are comfortable. Some of the people 
liv in tents. I took dinner af the colony table. It 
reminded me of old soldier times—but the rations 
were good. I hav thus given the facts, but I hope 
no one will jump to any conclusion, but make proper 
inquiries before venturing to this far-off experiment. 
One must hav some money, and some faith, and a 
thorough conviction of the necessity of work, and a 
determination to stand by through thick and thin. 
This is a most important undertaking—a beautiful 
dream—which may some tine giv sweeter and better 
hope to all human progress. ‘To labor harmoniously : 
together is the glory of civilization. - 

The Model Commonwealth, edited by Mrs. Laura 
Hall, is a successful journal. It has now a subscrip- 
tion list of eighteen hundred, extending all over the 
United States. Mrs. Hall is the daughter of D. M. 
Crane, and is a most enthusiastic and able exponent 
of the principles of the commonwealth. 

I enjoyed the hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. Louis 
Williams, formerly of Portland, who hav come here 
to help fulfil the glorious dream of their Spiritual 
philosophy. 

I had the pleasure of meeting Norman Smith, 
whom I formerly met in Colorado. His father was 
the original owner of the lands about here, and was 
collector of the port. Mr. Smith is a thorough be- - 
liever in the colony, and by his generous coöperation 
this site has been secured for the enterprise. 

Francis Hinckley, formerly president of the Chi- 
eago League, is here, and he makes a good Liberal 
bishop. Dr. W. J. Taylor used to be boy and chum 
with E. A. Stevens, and through the Trura SEEKER 
columns they can shake hands with greetings irom 
Puget sound to Liake Michigan. 

Albert E. Saunderson, Mr. and Mrs. Galbraith, 
Mr. and Mrs. J. V. Taylor, W. N. Shearer, Mr.- 
Grant, E. D. Kenley, Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Beck, 
W. H. Green, Frank Chambers, Thos. Malony, A. 
Kummer, Kendall Chureb, D. W. Morse, Wm. Bell, 
Jos. Pierson, C. A. Morse, W. B. Dodge, J. B. 
Croake, E. B. Mastick, Jr., ete., colonists and res- 
idents of the place, are among the friends at this 
point, and I anticipate pleasure in coming again to 
this possible Garden of Een in the New Age. 

From Port Angeles I go Eastward. I hav traveled 
thousands of.miles from New York city, and yet I 
hav not reached the central point of Uncle Sam's do- 
minions. I must go a hundred miiea west yet. This 
central point is about nineteen miles west of Cape 
Fiattery rocks, say two hundred miles west and 
seven hundred miles north of San Francisco. This 
may appear a Puget sound yarn, but if anyone will 
consult the map of the world this statement will be 
found correct. 

I lett Port Angeles last Friday evening, but here 
I am this morning S:turday stranded off Dungeness, 
with the prospect of lying here for twelve hours until 
the high tide. The boat is now at an angle of forty- 
five degrees, and I can neither sit up straight nor lie 
down straight, and I hav to write these lines with 
both feet braced: to keep some kind of a perpendie- 
ular. There is a gentle insinuation that the boat 
may tip over at any time, in which case I shall hav a 
salt sea bath and a wade and swim for about a mile, 
and the anticipation is not a very entertaining one. 
In that case, what would become of my Freethought 
literature and these ^ News and Notes?’ I sincerely 
hope that Jonah’s whale may come along and swallow 
all this Infidelity until the boat is right side up with 
care. Iam afraid that otherwise the fishes will find 
atumult in their caves below. I don’t know when 
these “Notes” will come to hand, but if delayed, 
friends will know the reason why—that I am drifting 
on the sandbars of Puget sound, at an angle of forty 
five degrees, with a still greater inclination that I 
might hav a pair of angel-wings and skip. 

If I don’t hav to wade from here to Port Townsend, 
I shall be at Colfax, W. T., Aug. 14ih; at Pendleton, 
I expect, Aug. 21st; at Union, Aug. 23d, 24th, and 
25th; at Baker City, Aug. 26th, 27th, and 28th; at 
Prairie City, from Aug. 29th to Sept. 5th; at Em- 
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metis and Boise City. Idaho, from Sept. 6th to| 


Sept. 18th; at Salt Lake. for convention of Utah 

Liberals. Sept. 24th and 25'h, and then Eastward by 

way of Canon City, Denver, Nebraska. Iowa, to Chi- 

cago. Samurt P. Pornam. 
On a sandbank, Puget sound, Aug. 6, 1887. 


———— A 
Mr. Reynolds in Ohio. 

Metamora, O.— I gladly accepted the urgent 
invitation of friend D. A. Kahle to deliver two lect- 
ures on Sunday, July 31st, at Metamora, hoping the 
trip via, the lake would tend to the restoration of my 
health. On arrival at Sylvania (Metamora is some 
twelve miles off the railroad) I was met. at the depot 
by friend J. M. Hopkins, a veteran Libera], who, 


. with his good wife, render valuable service to the- 


cause of Infidelity—in every relation in life they 
reflect credit on the cause they espouse. I highly 
appreciated my most hospitable reception at their 
cosy, happy home, and much enjoyed the needed 
rest and the perusal of the last TRUTH SEEKER. 

On Sunday morning, with Squire Hopkins, I 


enjoyed a pleasant drive to Metamora, and repaired. 


to the house of Mr. D. A. Kahle, who has been for 
nigh fifteen years a sufferer from lung trouble, and is 
. now in the last stage of consumption. 

Mr. Kable two yéars ago buried his wife, the 
loved and loving helpmate whose gentle ministrations 
80 blessed his life and made his sufferings endurable. 
I found him living: without the presence of any 
relativ, keeping house alone with his man John, who 
ably acts as cook and housekeeper. Friend Kahle, 
with very large love of life, fully realizes that the 
dread fiat has gone forth; it is impossible he can 
long survive, yet he contemplates death with serenity, 
bowing to the inevitable, comforted with the glad 
assurance he has not lived in vain. Despite his out- 
spoken Infidelity, he is beloved and respected by the 

entire community for his sterling worth, kind, gen- 
erous nature, and earnest desire at all times to pro- 
mote others’ welfare. 

At 3 r.m. a large and intelligent audience listened 
to “Why I Left the Pulpit.” In the evening at 8, 
although it was generally supposed the attendance 
would be very slim, there was a very large audience. 
fully twice as many as at the afternoon lecture. J 
spoke on ** The Bible: Whence It Really Came and 
What It Really Teaches.” I gave away & number of 
sample copies of Tur TRUTH SEEKER. and sold quite a 
number of books, Miss Helen H. Gardener's great 
masterpiece, “ Men, Women, and Gods,” and Dr. E. 
B. Foote's * Plain Home Talk” taking the lead. 

I hope to respond to the many kind invitations to 
lecture at Sylvania, Lyons. and adjacent villages on 
the commencement of my Western trip early in Sep- 
tember. C. B. REYNOLDS. 

c_v 
. © Partisan Warfare.” 

To ruu Epiror or Toe Truru Serxer, Sir» You 
admit (July 90rh) that you are a partisan, and you 
add that I am one too, and “a narrow and intolerant 
Anarchist.” Will you kindly introduce me to my 
party, Anarchist or otherwise? I would be grateful 
for the knowledge of any band of men more or less 
organized with whom I could own even intellectual 
fellowship. You may not hav intended to misstate 
me. A few years ago, I myself supposed that my 

_ views accorded with those announced by Liberty of 

: Boston; but the Anarchism I espoused had not be 
come “conscienceless,” had not enthroned go in 
place of the absent Jehovah. I repudiate this Tak- 
kakeric and Tuckeric despotism, no less than Mrs. 
Majority Grundy’s, nor are Lucifer's flirtations with 
Hymen a whit more attractiv to me. Seymours 
London phase of Anarchy is as crazy as Chicago's. 
He endeavors to resuscitate the effete twaddle of 
that gutter-rat, Marat. William Morris, the. poet 
labor tribune, is indeed a party leader attractiv by 
his personal character and spirit, but infected with 
the crazo of land nationalization, which knocks his 
denial of state Socialism farther than I can see it. 

That there exist scattered over the world charac- 
ters just and kind enough to associate without laws 
or government is probable, but ignorant of each 
other they cannot form a party. But perhaps it 
shows a narrow partisan spirit to oppose the conces- 


sion of clerical privilege of prohibition and of com- |. 


pulsory taxation to the vox dei of the ballot-box. 


I do not oppose the electoral system unocondition-| 


ally Some autonomie tyrannies are fatal under ex- 
isting prejudices, as at Valley Falls. This fatality 
would be limited, however, not universal, but for the 
general government which you pretend is necessary, 
and which, strictly allied with the churches and with 
capitalism, bafiles every free thought, word, and act. 

Ten thousand independent autonomies, allied as 
they might be to resist foreign invasion, would, in 
respect to social and religious affairs, present a great 
range of choice favorable to personal liberty. What 
an object lesson is the E Imunds court of the despot- 
ism inherent to all general governments!  - 

Now, let us examin the partisanship that you con- 
fess. In its opposition to clerical authority, I fully 
sympathize, but not in your reckless insults to tradi- 
tional sentiments, or gratuitous vilification of the 
old worthies about whom you know next to nothing; 


from Abraham, the pastoral chieftain, to Jesus, the 
iconoclast, the Theodore Parker of Nazareth. Writers 
like Oswald confound, in a promiscuous malignity. 
men who in their far-away time and place withstood 
the abuses of arrogant power, and those who in 
other times and places abused power in their names. 
I do not disparage the usefulness of Mr. Oswald’s pen 
in defense of natural hygiene against monachism or 
other ascetic prejudices. yet even here, with wilful 
blindness, he pretends to ignore chemical and phys- 
iological distinctions, and injures the cause of tem- 
nerance by covfounding the most wholesome with 
the most pernicious drinks, What an absurdity this 
fanaticism leads him into here, viz.: “ The avarice of 
a cruel master may hav forced his slaves to quench 
their thirst with fermented must or hydromel, till 
habit begot a baleful second nature, and the at first: 
reluctant victims of intoxication learned to prefer 
spoiled to fresh grape juice!” ! ! ! Yet such stuff 
comes right in the midst of very forcible good sense. 
As if water were not cheaper than wine! 

Sir Walter Scott and other creditable medievalists 
show up the jolly carousals of monks living as para- 
sites on the fat of the Jand. but it was reserved for a 
more original genius to discover in wine-bibbing a 
complement of fasts and penances, enforced on the 
monk by his abbot. 

What wonder that so reckless a pen should charge 
Jesus, the wine-maker and friend of publicans, with 
monkish asceticism, and repeat the same of Buddha, 
who, says Arnold, experimented such nonsense and 
repudiated it? See his poem which the king of Siam 
crowns as orthodox. This is a fair sample of Tar 
Trora Szexrr’s crude and promiscuous way of hand- 
ling Christianity, which may please those already 
disillusioned, but repels serious Christians. The 
truly formidable foes of superstition, like Renan, 
carry conscience into criticism, and conciliate by 
fairness. M. E. Lazarus. 

—— — —9-4————————— 


The Woman in the Moon. 


- To cuz Eprror or Tre Trova Seeker, Sir: It was 
not I who discovered the woman in the moon, as Mr. 
G. E. Macdonald supposes, but Dr. James M. 
Thompson. to whom I gave thé credit in my letter to 
the New York Sun; and he is also named as the dis- 
coverer in Tug Trora Srexer of August 6th. Mr. 
Macdonald now savs it is not a new discovery, and 
quotes Longfellow to prove that the infant Hiawatha 
observed it, and was told that an angry warrior once 
threw his grandmother against the moon, and it was 
her body that the child saw there. 

But it is not the body of an old woman that Dr. 
Thompson discovered ; it is only the head and neck 
of a very good locking young or middle-aged 
woman in profile Furthermore, it requires a spy- 
glass, or an opera-glass, to see the profile, and no one 
will pretend that the infant Hiawatha looked through 
an optical instrument to see old granny Lo in the 
moon. So I guess that Longfellow was drawing ‘a 
long bow when he told that story, and I doubt 
whether he or any other fellow ever saw that old 
squaw in the. moon. 

More than a year ago I sent a communication to 
the New York Sun about this new astronomical dis- 
covery, accompanving it with a drawing that I hoped 
to see reproduced. But my letter did not appear. 
and I afterward learned that my drawing would not 
answer the purpose in a paper like the Sun. I then 
undertook to make a drawing that would answer, 
and hoped to hav it appear in Tux Truru Srexer. 
But I neglected to finish it, until at Jast the fact of 
the discovery became known to many persons. and 
one “J. K.L.” announced it in the Sun of June 30th. 
Then I wrote to the editor claiming for my friend 
Thompson, a modest, upright. and genial bachelor of 
seventy-two, a retired physician whose sands of life 
seem unlikely soon to run out, the credit of the 
astronomical discovery. | 
. The man in the moon is one of the myths of the 
Middle Ages. A writer in the twelfth century, named 
Necham, alludes to the vulgar belief embodied in four 
lines of Latin verse, which are thus iranslated by 
Baring-Gould : 

See the rustic in the moon, 

How his bundle weighs him down; 
Thus his sticks the truth reveal, 

It never profits man to steal. 

“ Moonshine,” in “ Midsummer Nights Dream,” 
comes in with a bush of thorns, a lantern, and a dog. 
Twice he begins his speech, but is unable to finish it, 
on account of interruptions. At last he says: 

All that I hav to say is to tell yon that the lantern is the 
moon, I the man in the moon, this thornbush my thorn- 
bush, and this dog my dog. 

Mr. Baring-Gould says that an old Devonshire crone 
once pointed out to him the dog in the moon. But 
I confess that I was never able to see in the moon 
either a man or a dog. Ihav, however, from early 
childhood, in common, I presume, with the most of 
mankind, seen a face in the moon, that is, spots 
answeriug for eyes, nose, and mouth. But after see- 
ing through an opera-glass the profile and neck of a 
robust woman on the west half of the moon, I can 

, With the naked ‘eye almost trace the outline of the 
same. à 


] one Ingersoll, so there is but one York. 


. InJuly. 1886, when Dr. Thompson eame to my 
house and showed us through his little telescope the 
woman in the moon, he said he was disappointed in 
not being able to make the star-gazorsat the National 
observatory see it; they could only see crags and 
craters. Just so it was in Galileo’s time—no savant 
could see the horns of Venus through his telescope 
CM is to say, they shut their eyes or wouldn't 
ook. A ; 
With a little effort of the imagination you can see 
also the face of a man in the moon, partially eclipsed . 
by the woman's profile. Ha has plenty of hair and 
beard. and appears to bə whiasoering in her ear, or, - 
possibly, about to kiss her. Her profile can ba seen 
when the moon is only half full. W. H. Burr. 
o — — —— 


Will Dehate with Braden or the Devil. 


To rae Eprrog or Tae Truta Szrexgg, Sir: Lot 
us be thankful that Liberalism admits of wide dif- 
ference in opinions. I differ from Tue Truta SEEKER 
when it says, *Self-respectine Freethought lecturers 
decline to debate with the Rev. Clark Braden.” I 
am a Freethought lecturer. I believe I am self- 
respecting. Ido not decline to debate with Clark 
Braden. I may hav no higher opinion of him asa 
man and an opponent than you hav; but when any 
Christian community puts forward Clark Braden as 
the representativ of ‘Christianity. and the Liberals 
invite me to meet him in debate. I propose to meet 
him every time. I will never pull down my flag of 
Liberalism in the face of any Christian craft. It is 
my business to maintain and defend Liberalism 
against the attacks of all foes, reputable or disrepu- 
table. It is not my business to choose my antago- 
nist. According to my understanding of the princi- 
nles of free debate, I am under obligation, as a 
Liberal and a man, to face Christianity in open 
debate with the man of its choice. It is not my 
place to dictate to it who its champion should be. 
Tt has a right, and I fully recognize its right, to 
choose its own mouth piece. I hav no right to make 
debate a personal matter. This is the mistake which - 
the Christian church has been making for ages. 

Again and again hav I heard clergymen offer as 
an excuse for their Christian cowardice, in refusing 
to debate with Infidel lecturers, that it would be in- 
compatible with a clergyman’s holy calling, and a 
sacrifice of self-respect, to debate with irresponsible 
Infidel itinerants ; b'atant blasphemers, whose chief 
stock in trade consists in ridiculing the doctrins of 
Christianity and berating the ministry. 

By the accepted rules of debate, among polemists, 
Hedge’s “Rules of Logie,” for instance, a debater has 
nothing to do with the personal character of his op- 
ponent. if that opponent is indorsed by his co-believ- 
ers. We hav been trving for years to get the Chris- 
tians to see that debate is not a personal warfare; 
but, rather, one of the best methods for ascertaining ' 
truth. Are we going to surrender in the face of the 
enemy, by making debate, after all, a personal affair ? 

Monte Vista, Col. W. F. JAMIESON. 

———————— —9-—$——————————— 

Mrs. H. S. Larr speaks at Cassadaga camp-meeting, 
August 17th, 19th. 21st, and 23d; at Philadelphia, Pa., the 
Sundays of September; at Norwich. Conn., the Sundavs of 
October; at Boston, the Sundays of Decemher. Societies 
desiring her services will address her, 128 West Concord 
Street, Boston, Mass. 


——— 9 ——— ———- 
Tar Progressiv Age of the 6th inst. says: ‘ The largest 
audience which has assembled to listen to any Liberal lecture 
in this city since that delivered by Colonel Ingersoll, gathered 
at Powers's Opera House last Sunday evening to enjoy the in- 
tellectual treat prepared for them by Dr. York, the famous 
Freethonght orator from the Pacific coast. After calling 
attention to the various Liberal papers, making special men- 
tion of the Progressiv Age, the speaker proceeded to lay down 
the planks of the platform upon which he stood as a bold 
and fearless champion of the oppressed, who suffer from 
ecclesiastical or any other form of tyranny. an out-and-out 
Liberal favoring equal rights to all irrespectiv of sex, color, 
creed. A grand platform truly, without a rotten plank in it. 
Dr. York's style is humorous. pleasing at times. eleqnent, 
and entirely adapted to the tastes of the American public; 
his voice is rich, powerful, and melodious, and in gesture he 
naturally follows the advice of Hamlet in his instructions to 
players: ‘Suit the action to the word, the word to the ac- 
tion. The Telegram Herald, in commenting on the lecture, 
saya: * His denunciation of Christianity, and its teachings 
and effects, was much more intense than that of Dr. Watts, 
the * English Ingersoll.” He made his points with telling 
effect, and was frequently applauded.’ The general senti- 
ment of the Freethinking portion of the andience was one of 
unqualified approval, while a compliment no less pointed 
was paid him by the Christian representativs who deemed it 
proper to get mad about it; there is an old saying that * it is 
only the truth which makes ns angry.’ The daily papers hav 
stvled Dr. York the ‘Ingersoll of the West We pay & 
higher trihute—he is the ' York of the West,’ and of the 
world. He is an individual; and as there is but one Watts, 
The Age wishes 
him ‘God-apeed’ in his journey through the East, and voices 
the desire of the Freethought element in Grand Rapids, 
when it hopes to hear him again upon his return in the fall.” 
Dr. York has spent about six weeks in Michigan with rela- 
tivs at Ionia, during which time he has lectured at Ionia, Bel- 
din, and other points. to large and appreciativ audiences. He 
now takes np his line of march for Boston oa Alliance, 
Columbus, Pittsburgh. Philadelphia, and New York to fill 
his appointments as per Taura Szgkzn and investigator. 
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Comnumnications. 


The Bible of Nature; or, The Principles of 
i Secularism. 


A ‘CONTRIBUTION TO THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE. 
BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 
Author of “Physical Education,” “The Secret of the East,” etc. 


I.— Puysioat Maxims. 
CHAPTER IV.—TEMPERANOE. 


A.— Lessons of Instinct. 

Instinct is hereditary experience. The lessons de- 
rived from the repetition of pleasant or painful 
impressions have been transmitted from an infinite 
number of generations, till impending dangers have 
come to proclaim themselves by instinctive dread, 
opportune benefits by instinctive desire. The shud- 
der that warns us to recede from the brink of a steep 
cliff is felt even by persons who have never personally 
experienced the peril of falling from the rocks of a 
precipice. Mountain breezes are more attractive 
than swamp odors; the fumes of a foul dungeon warn 
offa child who has had as yet no opportunity to ascer- 
tain the danger of breathing contaminated air. A 
few years ago I bought a pet fox, with a litter of 
cubs, who were soon after orphaned by the escape of 
their mother. They had to he fed by hand; and, 
among other proceeds of a forage, my neighbor’s boy 
once brought them a bundle of lizards, and a dead 
rattlesnake. For the possession of those lizards 
there was at once an animated fight, but at sight of 
the serpent the little gluttons turned tail and 
retreated to the farther end of their kennel. They 
were not a month old when I bought them, and 
could not possibly have seen a rattlesnake before or 
known the effects of its bite from personal experi- 
ence; but instinct at once informed them that an 
encounter with a reptile of that sort had brought 
some of their forefathers to grief. 

The vegetable kingdom, that provides food for 
nine-tenths of all living creatures, abounds with an 
endless variety of edible fruits, seeds, and herbs, but 
also with injurious and even deadly products, often 
closely resembling the favorite food-plants of animals; 
which ina state of Nature are nevertheless sure to 
avoid mistake, and select their food by a faculty of 
recognizing differences that might escape the atten- 
tion even of a trained botanist. The chief medium 
of that faculty is the sense of smell in the lower, and 
the sense of taste in the higher animals. In mon- 
keys, for instance, the olfactory organs are rather 
imperfectly developed, and I have often seen them 
peel an unknown fruit with their fingers and then 
. cautiously raise it to their lips and rub it to and fro 
before venturing to bring their teeth into play. The 
preliminary test, however, always sufficed to decide 
the question in a couple of seconds. The Abyssinian 
mountaineers who catch baboons by fuddling them 
with plum brandy have to disguise the taste of the 
liquor with a large admixture of syrup before they 
can deceive the warning instincts of their victims. 
Where copper mines discharge their drainage into a 
water-course, deer and other wild animals have been 
known to go in quest of distant springs rather than 
quench their thirst with the polluted water. 

That protective instincts of that sort are shared 
even by the lowest animals is proved by the experi- 
ment of the philosopher Ehrenberg, who put a drop 
of alcohol into a bottle of pond water, and under the 
lens of his microscope saw a swarm of infusoria 
precipitate themselves to the bottom of the vessel. 

Animals in a state of Nature rarely or never eat to 
an injurious excess ; the apparent surfeits of wolves, 
serpents, vultures, etc., alternate with long fasts, and 
are digested as easily as a hunter, after missing his 
breakfast and dinner, would be able to digest an 
abundant supper. Instinct indicates even the most 
propitious time for indulging. in repletion. The 
noon heat of a midsummer day seems to suspend the 
promptings of appetite; cows can be seen resting 
drowsily at the foot of a shade-tree; deer doze in 
mountain glens and come out to browse in moon- 
light; panthers cannot afford to miss an opportunity 
to slay their game at noon, but are very apt to hide 
the carcass and come back to devour it in the cool of 
the evening. 

The products of fermentation are so repulsive to 
the higher animals that only the distress of actual 
starvation would tempt a monkey to touch a rotten 
apple or quench his thirst with acidulated grape- 
juice. Poppy fields need no fence; tobacco leaves 
are in no danger of being nibbled by browsing cattle. 
Nature seems to have had no occasion for providing 
instinctive safeguards against such out-of-the-way 
things as certain mineral poisons; yet the taste of 
arsenic, though not violently repulsive (like that of 
the more common, and therefore more dangerous, 
vegetable poisons), is certainly not attractive, but 
rather insipid, and a short-experience seems to sup- 
plement the defects of instinct in that respect. 
Trappers know that poisoned baits after a while lose 
their seductiveness,tand old :rats have ‘been seen 


sunshine behind the clouds. 


| : SQUE 
driving their young from a dish of arsenic-poisoned 


gruel. 

Certainly no animal would feel any natural inclina- 
tion to seek arsenic or- alcohol for its own sake, 
and there is no reason to suppose that man, in that 
respect, differs from every known species of his 
fellow-creatures. Our clerical temperance lecturers 
rant about * the lusts of the unregenerate heart," the 
* weakness of the flesh,” the “danger of yielding to 
the promptings of appetite,” as if Nature herself 
would tempt us to our ruin, and the path of safety 
could be learned only from preternatural revelation. 
But the truth is that to the palate of a child, even 
the child of a habitual drunkard, the taste of alcohol 
is as repulsive as that of turpentine or bitterwood. 
Tobacco fumes and the stench of burning opium still 
nauseate the children of the habitual smoker as they 
would have nauseated the children of the patriarchs. 
The first cigar demonstrates the virulence of nicotine 
by vertigo and sick headaches; the first glass of beer 
is rejected by the revolt of the stomach ; the fauces 
contract and writhe against the first dram of brandy. 
Nature records her protest in the most unmistakable 
language of instinct, and only the repeated and con. 
tinued disregard of that protest at last begets the 
abnormal craving of that poison-thirst which clerical 
blasphemers ascribe to the promptings of our natural 
appetites. They might as well make us believe in a 
natural passion for dungeon air, because the prison- 
ers of the Holy Inquisition at last lost their love of 
liberty and came to prefer the stench of their sub- 
terranean black-holes to the breezes of the free moun- 
tains. ] 

The craving for hot spices, for strong meats, and 
such abominations as fetid cheese and fermented 
eabbage have all to be artificially acquired ; and in 
regard to the selection of our proper food the 
instincts of our young children could teach us more 
than a whole library of ascetic twaddle. Not for the 
sake of “mortifying the flesh,” but on the plain 
recommendation of the natural senses that prefer 
palatable to disgusting food, the progeny of Adam 
could be guided in the path of reform and‘ learn to 
avoid forbidden fruit by the symptoms of its forbid- 
ding taste. i 

B.—REWARDS OF CONFORMITY. 

There is a tradition that the ancient Thessalians 
made it a rule that the guests of their banquets must 
get drunk on pain of expulsion. To let anyone re- 
main sober, they argued, would not be just to the 
befuddled majority, of whose condition he might be 
tempted to take all sorts of advantage. If the evils 
of drunkenness were undeserved afflictions, it would 
certainly be true that sobriety would give an individ- 
ual an almost unfair advantage over the rest of his 
fellow-men. He would be an archer trying his skill 
against hoodwinked rivals, a runner challenging the 
speed of shackled competitors. There is not a 
mechanical or industrial avocation in which sobriety 
does not give a man the advantage which health and 
freedom confer over crippling disease. For the bane- 
ful effects of intemperance are by no means limited 
to the moments of actual intoxication, but react on 
the half-lucid intervals, and even on the after years of 
the reformed toper. Temperance, in the widest 
sense, of abstinence from unfit food and drink, would 
be the best gift which the fairies could bestow on a 
favorite child, for the blessing of frugal habits in 
cludes almost all other blessings whatever. Spon- 
taneous gayety, the sunshine of the unclouded soul, 
is dimmed by the influence of the first poison-habit, 
and the regretful retrospects to the “ lost paradise of 
childhood” are founded chiefly on the contrast of 
poison-engendered distempers with the moral and 
physical health of earlier years. Temperance pro- 
longs that sunshine to the evening of life. By tem- 
perance alone the demon of life-weariness can be 
kept at bay in times of fiercest tribulation. Un- 
dimmed eyes can more easily recognize the gleam of 
The prisoners of the 
outlawed Circassian insurgents admitted that, in 
spite of hunger, hardships, and constant danger, 
their captors contrived to enjoy life better than their 
enemies in the brandy-reeking abundance of. their 
headquarters. The myth of the Lotos-eaters de- 
scribed a nation of vegetarians who passed life so 


pleasantly that visitors refused to leave them, and 


renounced their native lands. The religion of Mo- 
hammed makes abstinence from intoxicating drinks a 
chief duty of a true believer, and that law alone has 
prevented the physical degeneration of his followers. 
Withall their mental sloth and the enervating influence 
of their harem life, the Turks are still the finest rep- 
resentatives of physical manhood. At the horse 
fairs of Bucharest I saw specimens of their broad- 
shouldered, proud-eyed rustics, whose appearance 
contrasted strangely with that of the sluggish boors 
and furtive traffickers of the neighboring natives. 
After twelve hundred years of exhaustive wars, 
alternating with periods of luxury and tempting 
wealth, the descendants of the Arabian conquerors 
are still a hardy, long-lived race, physically far 
superior to the rum-drinking foreigners of their coast 
towns. For more than six hundred years the tem- 
perate Moriscos held their own in war and peace 
against all nations of Christendom. Their Semitic 


descent gave them no natural advantage over their 
Caucasian rivals ; but they entered the arena of life 
with clear eyes and unpalsied hearts, and in an age 
of universal superstition made their country a garden 
of science and industry. Their cities offered a refuge 
to the scholars and philosophers of three continents, 
and in hundreds of pitched battles their indomitable 
valor prevailed against the wine-inspired heroism of 
their adversaries. 

Frugality has cured diseases which defied all 
other remedies. For thousands of reformed glut- 
tons it has made life worth living, after the shadows 
of misery already threatened to darken into the 
gloom of approaching night. Luigi Cornaro, a Vene- 
tian nobleman of tho sixteenth century, had impaired 
his health by gastronomic excesses till his physicians 
despaired of his life, when, as a last resort, he 
resolved to. try a complete change of diet. His 
father, his uncles, and two of his brothers had all 
died before the attainment of their fiftieth year; but 
Luigi détermined to try conclusions with the demon 
of unnaturalism, and at once reduced his daily allow- 
ance of meat to one-tenth of the usual quantity, and 
his wine to a stint barely sufficient to flavor a cup of 
Venetian cistern-water. After a month of his new 
regimen he regained his appetite. After ten weeks 
he found ,himself able to take long walks without 
fatigue, and could sleep without being awakened by 
nightmare horrors. At the end of a year all the 
symptoms of chronic indigestion had left him, and he 
resolved to make the plan of his cure the rule of his 
life. That life was prolonged to a century—forty 
years of racking disease followed by sixty years 
of unbroken health, undimmed clearness of mind, 
unclouded content. Habitual abstinence from unnat- 
ural food and drink saves the trials of constant self- 
control and the alternative pangs of repentance. 
“Blessed are the pure, for they can follow their 
inclinations with impunity." 

C.—PERVERSION. 

The poison-habit, as we might call the craving for 
the stimulus of unnatural diet, is the oldest vice, and 
in some of its forms has been practiced by almost 
every nation known to history or tradition. Thou- 
sands of years before Lot got drunk on home-made 
wine, the ancestors of the Brahmans fuddled with 
soma-juice; Zoroaster enacts laws against habitual 
intoxication; the art of turning grape-juice from 
a blessing into a curse seems.to have been known to 
the nations of Iran, to the Parsees, and to the 
first agricultural colonists of the lower Nile. Nunus, 
the Arabian Noah, is said to have planted vineyards 
on the banks of the Orontes; the worship of Bacchus 
was introduced into Asia Minor several centuries 
before the birth of Homer. The origin of the opium 
habit antedates the earliest records of Chinese his- 
tory; for immemorial ages the Tartars have been 
addicted to the use of Koumis (fermented mare’s 
milk), the Germanic nations to beer, the natives 
of Siam to tea and sago-wine. Intoxication and the 
excessive use of animal food were prevalent vices, 
especially in the larger cities, of pagan Greece and 
Rome. 

Yet the ancients sinned with their eyes half open. 
Their recognition of dietetic abuses was expressed in 
the word frugality, which literally meant subsistence 
on tree fruits—or, at least, vegetable protlucts—in 
distinction from the habitual use of flesh-food. The 
advantages of temperate habits were never directly 
denied; the law of Pythagoras enjoins total absti- 
nence from wine and flesh, and the name of a 
“Pythagorean” became almost a synonym of 
"philosopher." In all but the most depraved cent- 
uries of Imperial Rome, wine was forbidden to chil- 
dren and women. The festival of the Bona Dea 
commemorated the fate of a Roman matron who had 
yielded to the temptation of intoxicating drink, and 
was slain by the hand of her stern husband. Lycur- 
gus recommends the plen of letting the pupils of the 
military training-schools witness the bestial conduct 
of a drunken Helot, in order to inspire them with an 
abhorrence of intoxication. The bias of public opin- 
ion always respected the emulation of patriarchal 
frugality and frowned upon the excesses of licentious 
patricians. : 

But the triumph of an anti-physical religion re- 
moved those safeguards. Mistrust in the competence 
of our natural instincts formed the keystone of the 
Galilean dogma. The importance of physical welfare 
was systematically depreciated. The health-laws of 
the Mosaic code were abrogated. The messiah of 
Antinaturalism sanctioned the use of alcoholic drinks 
by his personal example—nay, by the association 
of that practice with the rites of a religious sacra- 
ment. The habit of purchasing mental exaltation— 
even of a fever-dream—at the expense of the body, 
agreed perfectly with the tendencies of a Nature- 
despising fanaticism, and during the long night of 
the Middle Ages monks and priests vied in an 
unprecedented excess of alcoholic riots. Nearly every 
one of the thick-sown convents from Greece to Port- 
ugal had a vineyard and a wine-cellar of its own. 
The monastery of Weltenburg on the upper Danube 
operated the largest brewery of the German empire. 
For centuries spiritual tyranny and spirituous license 
went hand in hand, and as the church increased 
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in wealth, gluttony was added to the unnatural 
habits of the priesthood, and only the abject poverty 


of the lower classes prevented intemperance from: 


becoming a universal vice. As it was, the followers 
of the Nature-despising messiah lost no opportunity 
to drown their better instincts in alcohol. They 
could plead the precedence of their moral exemplars, 
and vied in sowing the seeds of bodily diseases 
which their system of ethics welcomed as conducive 
to the welfare of a world-renouncing soul. 

Among the slaves of the Scotch kirk-tyrants the 
long-continued suppression of all healthier pastimes 
contributed its sharé to the increase of intemperance. 
On the day when the laboring classes found their 
only chance of leisure, outdoor sports were strictly 
prohibited. Dancing was considered a heinous, and 
on the Sabbath almost an unpardonable, sin. The 
tennis-halls were closed from Saturday night to Mon- 
day morning. Bathing was sinful. Mountain excur- 
sions, strolis along the beach, or in the open fields, 
were not permitted on the day of the Lord. Dietetic 
excesses, however, escaped control, and thus became 
the general outlet for the cruelly suppressed craving 
for a diversion from the deadly monotony of drudgery 
and church-penance. For “Nature will have her 
revenge, and when the most ordinary and harmless 
recreations are forbidden as sinful, is apt to seek 
compensation in indulgences which no moralist would 
be willing to condone, and the strictest 
observance of all those minute and oppressive Sab- 
batarian regulations was found compatible with 
consecrating the day of rest to a quiet but unlimited 
assimilation of the liquid which inebriates but does 
not cheer” (Saturday Review, July 19, 1879). 
* Everyone," says Lecky, * who considers the world 
as it really exists, must have convinced himself that 
in great towns publie amusements of an exciting 
order are absolutely necessary, and that to suppress 
them is simply to plunge an immense portion of the 
population into the lowest depths of vice." 

Clerical despotism is still a potent ally of intemper- 
ance. In hundreds of British and North American 
cities the dearth of better pastimes drives our work- 
ingmen to the pot-house. They drink to get drunk, 
as the only available means of escaping tedium and 
the consciousness of their misery. Nature craves 
recreation, and the suppression of that instinct has 
avenged itself by its perversion. 

D.—PENALTIES OF NEGLECT. i 

Dietetic abuses have contributed more to the 
progress of human degeneration than all other causes 
taken together. Our infants are sickened with 
drastic drugs. The growth of young children is 
stunted with narcotic beverages; the suppression of 
healthier pastimes drives our young men to the rum- 
shop; intemperance has become the Lethe in which 
the victims of social abuses seek to drown their 
misery. The curse of the poison-habit haunts us 
from the cradle to the grave, and for millions of our 
fellow-men has made the burdens of life to outweigh 
its blessings. There is a doubt if the “years” of 
Genesis should be understood in the present meaning 
of the word ; but historians and biologists agree that 
the average longevity of our race has been enormously 
reduced within the last twenty centuries, and in- 
temperance is the chief cause of that decrease. Our 
average stature has been reduced even below that of 
the ancient natives of an enervating climate, like that 
of the lower Nile, as proved by D’Arnaud’s measure- 
ments of the Egyptian mummy-skeletons. On our 
own continent, outdoor life in the struggle with the 
perils of the wilderness has somewhat redeemed our 
loss of physical manhood ; but what are the men of 
modern Europe compared with their iron-fisted an- 
cestors, the athletic Greeks, the world-conquering 
Romans, the Scandinavian giants, the heroic Visi- 
goths? Like a building collapsing under the progress 
of a devouring fire, the structure of the human body 
has shrunk under the influence of the poison-habit ; 
and there is no doubt that the moral vigor of our 
race has undergone a corresponding impairment— 
appreciable in spite of the recent revival of intellect- 
ual activity and the constant increase of general in- 
formation. 

The tide is turning; the victims of anti-physical 
dogmas are awakening to the significance of their 
delusion ; the power of public opinion has forced the 
dupes of the alcohol-brewing Galilean to join the 
crusade of the temperance movement; diet-reform 
has become a chief problem of civilization ; but the 
upas-tree of the poison-habit is too deeply rooted to 
be eradicated in a single generation, and the task of 
redemption will be the work of centuries. As yet 
the probing of the wound has only revealed the ap- 
palling extent of the canker-sore. The statistics of 
the liquor traffic have established the fact that the 
value of the resources wasted on the gratification of 
the poison-vice far exceeds the aggregate amount of 
the yearly expenditure for educational, charitable, and 
sanitary purposes—nay, that the abolition of that 
traffic would save a sum sufficient for all reforms 
needed to turn earth into a physical and social -para- 
dise. And yet that waste expresses only the indirect 
and smaller part of the damage caused by the curse 
of the poison habit. The loss in health and happi- 
ness cannot be estimated in coin; but if the sum 


thus expended in the purchase of disease were de- 
voted to the promotion of arson and robbery, the 
utmost possible extent of the consequent mischief 
would probably fall short of the present result. The 
stimulant habit in all its forms clouds the sunshine 
of life like an all-pervading poison-vapor. Alcohol 
undermines the stamina of manhood ; narcotic drinks 
foster a complication of nervous diseases ; opium and 
tobacco impair the vigor of the cerebral functions. 
The excessive use of animal food, too, avenges itself 
in all sorts of moral and physical disorders. It in- 
flames passions which no prayer can quench. “Alas! 
what avails all theology against a diet of bull-beef ?" 
Father Smeth wrote from the Sioux missions ; and the 
almost exclusive use of flesh food has, indeed, afflicted 
our Indians with the truculence of carnivorous beasts. 
The same cause has produced the same effects in 
western Europe. The carnivorous saints of medieval 
Spain delighted in matanzas and heretic-hunts, as 
their earnivorous ancestors in the butcher sports of 
the circus, and their British contemporaries in bear- 
baits and Tyburn spectacles. 
E.—REFORM. 

The consequences of intemperance have at all times 
provoked protests against the more ruinous forms of 
the poison-habit, but the advance from special to 
general principles is often amazingly slow ; and even 
now the cause of temperance is hampered by the 
shortsightedness of reformers who hope to eradicate 
the Upas-tree by clipping and hacking its more 
prominent branches. They would limit prohibition 
to the more deadly stimulants, not dreaming that 
the fatal habit is sure to reproduce its fruit from 
the smallest germs; that the poison-vice, in fact, is 
infallibly progressive, ever tending to goad the mor- 
bid craving of the toper to stronger and stronger 
poisons or to & constant increase in the quantity of 
the wonted stimulant: from cider to brandy, from 
laudanum to morphine, from tonic bitters to rum, 
from a glass of wine to a dozen bottles, from beer 
and tobacco to the vilest tipples of the dram-shop. 


« Principiis obsta” (Resist the beginnings) was a 


Latin maxim of deep significance. The cumulative 
tendency of the stimulant vice may be resisted, but 
only by constant vigilance, constant self-denial, con. 
stant struggles with the revivals of a morbid appe- 
tency, all of which might be saved by the total 
renunciation of all abnormal stimulants whatever, for 
only in that sense is it true that “ abstinence is easier 
than temperance.” 

We must accustom our boys to avoid the poison- 
vice as a loathsome disease, rather than as a forbidden 
luxury which could ever be indulged without paying 
the penalty of Nature in a distressing reaction, far 
outweighing the pleasures of the morbid and mo- 
mentary exaltation. We must teach them that the 
artifice by which the toper hopes to cheat Nature out 
of an access of abnormal] enjoyment is under all cir- 
cumstances a losing game, which at last fails to pro- 
duce, even for the moment of the fever-stimulus, a 
glimpse of happiness at all comparable to the un- 
clouded sunshine of temperance. 

But before we can hope to redeem the victims of 
the poison-vender, we must learn to make virtue more 
attractive than vice. We must counteract the attrac- 
tions of the rum-shop by inviting reforming topers, 
not to the whining conventicles of a Sabbath-school, 
but to temperance gardens, resounding with music 
(dance music, if “ sacred concerts” should pall) and 
the jubilee of romping children, and shortening 
summer days with free museums, picture galleries, 
swings, ball grounds, and foot-race tracks. The 
gods of the future will contrive to outbid the devil. 

It would be unfair, though, to depreciate the ser- 
vices of the Christian ministers who in a choice 
between dogma and reform have bravely sided with 
Nature, and, defying the wrath both of spiritual and 
spirituous poison-mongers, of rum-sellers and heretic- 
hunters, are trying their utmost to undo the mischief 
of their antinatural creed, by frankly admitting that 
a man can be defiled by “things that enter his mouth,” 
and that the sacrament of eucharistic alcohol should 
be abandoned to the rites of devil-worshipers. 

But the religion which pretends to inculcate a 
peace-making spirit of meekness has been strangely 
remiss in opposing the excessive use of a diet which 
is clearly incompatible with the promotion of that 
virtue. In Christians, as in Turks, Tartars, and 
North American Redskins, a chiefly carnivorous diet 
engenders the instincts of carnivorous beasts, and a 
Peace Congress celebrating its banquets with sixteen 
courses of flesh food might as well treat a vigilance 
committee to sixteen courses of opium. “Frugality” 
should again be promoted in the ancient sense of the 
word; in a community of reformants temperance and 
vegetarianism should go hand in hand. Or rather, 
the word “temperance” should be used in the 
extended sense that would make it a synonym of 
Abstinence from all kinds of unnatural food and 
drink, and Dr. Schrodt’s rule should become the 
canon of every dietetic reform league, “Avoid,” he 
says, “all drinks and stimulants repulsive to the 
palate of an unseduced child, but also all comestibles 
that need artificial preparation to make them palat- 
able.” The first part of that rule-would exclude 


absinthe, fetid cheese, and caustic spices. The sec- 
ond would abolish many kinds of animal food, but 
sanction milk, butter, eggs, honey, and other “ semi- 
animal” substances, condemned by the extreme 
school of vegetarians. ‘“ From theegg to the apple,” 
is an old Latin phrase which proves that the frugality 
of the ancient Romans never went to such extremes. 
Milk, eggs, and vegetable fats, in their combination : 
with farinaceous dishes, might amply replace the 
flesh food of the northern nations, and, considering 
the infinite variety of fruits and vegetables known to 
modern horticulture, there seems no reason why a 
vegetarian diet should necessarily be a monotonous. 
one. The Religion of Nature will require the renun- 
ciation of several deep-rooted prejudices, but its path 
of salvation will in no sense be a path of thorns. 


a 
Christian Indifference. 


Another instance of the “rarity of Christian char- 
ity " has just been exemplified at the cost of a human 
life in the neighboring city of Joliet. Jacob Gloyer, 
a young, well-educated German, teacher of the 
Turners’ free school, died between Sunday night and 
Monday morning under most distressing circum- 
stances. f 

By the efforts of Carl Plum, a business man of this 
city, but a resident of Joliet, and one of the leading 
Turners in this district, a Freethought school was 
founded to counteract the insidious Catholic influence 
which so permeates the German schools of Joliet. 
Young Gloyer was invited to assume charge, and the 
school thrived fora time. But when the children 
were withdrawn, either to take part in the struggle 
for existence or by removal, few were found to take 
their place, and the school gradually waned and the 
power of the priests became paramount. The young 
pedagog found it necessary to either cease holding his 
school or limit its sessions to certain hours, and de- 
cided on the latter course, so that he was enabled to 
find employment as a waiter in a restaurant. ` The 
proprietor was a bigoted Catholic, so that young 
Gloyer, who lodged with him, invariably preferred 
the seclusion of his room to the society of the family. 

Sunday afternoon he was out with Freethought 
friends, but early retired to his own apartment. 
Shortly after, moans and groans were heard, even by 
passers-by, apparently emanating from the room of 
the young teacher. Those. pitiful moans increased 
in intensity until nearly daylight, when they ceased 
altogether. His cries of distress were plainly heard 
by people in the neighborhood, who presumed that 
people in the house were attending to his wants, so 
that not a solitary individual volunteered to go to 
his assistance or even notify his friends. Toward 
morning some one asked a milkman to look in his 
room, Stating what he had heard, and remarking, 
* He's quiet now." "There on the bed, with muscles 
contracted by cramps, “drawn up like a ball," as they 
expressed it, young Gloyer was not yet quite cold in 
death. An acute attack of cholera-morbus, which a 
simple remedy or the slightest assistance might hav 
relieved, was the cause of his death. The following 
day the daughters of Carl Plum, robed in white, 
sprinkled flowers in the grave of the talented young 
German, and one of them took occasion to giv the 
Christians a little lesson on moral philosophy and 
practical Christianity. E. A. STEVENS. 

eor 

As mankind improve, the number of doctrins 
which are no longer disputed or doubted will be 
constantly on the increase, and the well-being of 
mankind may almost be measured by the number and 
gravity of the truths which hav reached the point of 
being uncontested. The cessation on one question 
after another of serious controversy is one of the 
necessary incidents of the consolidation of opinion— 
a consolidation as salutary in the case of true opin- 
ions as it is dangerous and noxious when the 
opinions are erroneous.—J. S. Ml. 


— o 
The Inwardness of the Mormon Confiscation. 
: From. the Sequachee Sun. : 

Would it not be a good thing for the United States to take 
charge of all the church property in the country, and appro- 
priate it strictly for the benefit of public schools? 

The government has as much right to confiscate the prop- 
erty of the Methodist or Baptist churches as it has the 
Mormons. We do not believe there is any church right 
except the Christian (vulgarly called Campbellite) church. 
It is the only true church of Christ. And all others are 
teaching docírins contrary to the best interests of the people ; 


we favor wiping them out. 


None (except the Campbellites) hav half the Bible indorse- ' 
ment the Mormons hav. We think the Mormons are a little 
off, yet they are nearer in accord with the Bible than many 
so-called orthodox churches. Wipe out Mormons and all, 
and establish the Christian church, which is the only true 
church of Christ. It is best to wipe out one at a time, as it 
will be easier to take them in detail. 

Wipe out the Mormons first; then pitch into the Baptists, 
and the Mormons will aid in their downfall out of revenge. 
When the Mormons and Baptists are no more, pick up some 
of the rest. 

It will be just as constitutional as what is now being done 
with the Mormons. Wiping out Mormonism is a good 
precedent for future legislation. The ice had to be broken 
somewhere in order to take away personal liberty and 
enslave the people. 

The liberties of a people are never taken all at once. 
Legislation of this kind begins on some weak body, and 
gradually uses one faction against another until all are made 
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The Constitution. 


September 17, 1787, the convention called to 
formulate a Constitution for the United States fin- 
ished jts work and submitted it to the people. The 
convention was presided over by Washington, and 
met in Philadelphia. We are favored with two cir- 
culars calling attention to this, and outlining the 
monster celebration of that convention's centennial 
to be held in Philadelphia, September 17th. The 
president of the United States will be there, a score 
or more of governors hav accepted invitations, and 
innumerable ed‘tors, senators, representativs, doc- 
tors, ecclesiastics, poets, orators, judges, inventors, 
historians, army and navy officers, and lawyers are 
expected to join in. If the hopes of the Constitu- 
tional Ceutennial commission be realized, it will be a 
big day for Philadelphia. 

To arouse the people upon the shiek and fill 
them with enthusiasm suffizient to induce an over- 
- crowding of Philadelphia. the commission has issued 
an address “to the people of t^e United States.” 
The address is appealingly tender. touchingly pa- 
thetic, bravely heroic, and hypocrit'cally patriotic. 
We hav room, however, for tut one paragraph. Of 
September 17, 1787, and its results, the address 
BAyB: 

** The labors of that day preserved for all time the precious 
fruits of freedom and self-government. Unique in origin; 
without a prototype in design; of enduring strength, and of 
phenomenal auccess, in the’ history of political philosophy 
the Constitution stands alone. Tested by danger and ad- 
versity, as well as bv peace and prosperity. endeared to ur 
by tradition and hallowed by experience, it has become the 
object of our reverential and affectionate rega-d. To it no 
American mind can be too attentiv. and no American heart 
too devoted, and it is believed that the people will gather. as 
they never yet hav gathered. to commemorate bv appropriate 
exercises the great work which was accomplished in Philadel- 
phia by the statesmen of the Revolution. and to return in a 
devout and Heartfelt manner their thanks to divine providence 
for the blessings which they hav enjoyed during a century of 
federal constitutional government.” 

We sincerely wish this were all true about the 
“reverential and affectionate regard" the people hav 
for the great “charter of our liberties,” and if it were. 
none would more heartily celebrata this centennial. 
But it is not. It is simply political buncombe and 
fireworks rhetoric of the ancient Fourth of July stvle. 
The Const/tution, with its amendments, is, perhaps, 
the wisest political document that men hav drawn. 
It is simple. direct, bróad, comprehensiv, and, best 
of all, prohibits governmental tyranny. That is its 
spirit. But has this spirit given life?’ Is the Con- 
stitution reverenced and its provisions regarded? 
If we revere an authority, we are apt to obey its com- 
mands, for sincere regard is best shown by works 
and not by lip service. The Constitution of the 
United States is held up for an idol, framed for show, 
pictured as “divine”—and then, like many. another 
precious thing, put away in memory’s attic and for- 
gotten. There is not a politician in the country— 
and the politicians are unfortunately our law-makers 


—who cares a straw for the Constitution. He never 


thinks of it ; our executiv officers forget its existence, 
and our judges twirt it into unmeaning shape when ! 


some rash litigant appeals to its provisions. The 
Constitution is violated at every session of Congress, 


broken by every state legislature in the country, by l 


almost every municipality and town government. 

Our statute books contain thousands of laws con- 
troverting the Constitution in spirit and letter. The 
Christian church is, perhaps, its most deadly foe. 
For the benefit of our pious citizens hundreds of 
laws hav been enacted, every one of which is uncon- 
st tutional. Chaplains in the army; chaplains in the 
vavy; Indians given over body and soul to sects; 
money appropriated for religious purposes ; persecu- 
tions inaugurated at the instance of the church; re- 
ligious rites on all public occasions—these, and 
dezens of other violations, occur annually, done by 
Congress, of all powers the one that should be the 
most jealous of our Great Charter. In the states, 
matters are worse. Every one of the Demands of 
Liberalism is a démand for the restoration of Consti- 
tutional government, depaited from at the solicita- 
tion of some begging religious sect. Secular corpo- 
rations, too, smash the Constitution into verbal 
splinters, and the courts help them by learned de- 
cisions of great length and ingenuity. If one of the 
framers of the Constitution could return to the 
United States to-day, the first question he would ask 
is, * When was the Constitution thrown overboard ?" 
Blasphemy prosecutions occurring under a charter 
guaranteeing free speech ; heretics deprived of civil 
rights in a land where all men are said to be equal; 
the state treasury robbed in the name of religion, 
though the Constitution forbids the establishment of 
religion; churches controling in politics, though 
church and state are supposed to be separate institu- 
tions—all these would surprise the resurrected 
framer of a Constitution which forbids them, and in- 
dicate that the document which he considered im- 
pregnable had gone to ruin and decay. It certainly 
cannot be said to be reverenced with a very affection- 
ate regard, though it has been and is undoubtedly 
“tested by danger and adversity.” 

When the cohorts and the hosts meet in Philadel- 
phia next month, they will probably carry out the 
program of turning their eyes to the skies and say- 
ing to the air that they are thankful for the blessings 
which his “Divine Providence” has so kindly vouch- 
safed. This, also, will be a work of national hypoc- 


‘risy. There never was so much suffering in this 


country as now, and if his “ Divine Providence" is 
really condueting the affairs of this planet, his efforts 
are not exactly blessings. Men are dying of want, 
&nd women doing worse, because of poverty; chil- 
dren by hundreds are giving up their little lives ere 
they are well begun. Heartless oppression is slowly 
murdering thousands of laborers m mines and facto- 
ries, and “society” is afraid of a French Revolution 
on American soil. Injustice is about as common as 
justice, and a man who livs honestly, deals right- 
eously, and helps his fellows, is pointed out as a 
phenomenon. -This does not look as though “ Divine 
Providence” is distributing blessings with any too 
lavish hand. 

The Constitutional Centennial commission would 
do infinitly more good if it should address itself to 
the revival of a regard for the spirit and letter of our 
great charter instead of conducting an extravagant 
pageant in which the orators will be robed and er- 
mined hypocrits, and the audience self-satisfied 
patriots tickied to be told how great they hav be- 
come. There is, of course, a good deal of personal 
hberty yet left in this country, but it is mostly the 
hberty to starve “in the sphere in which God has 
placed you.” . 

— 9—$———————————— 
A Failure. 

“Tt is not always necessary to answer an Infidel. 
If one will answer him, it is not always necessary 
to use courtesy.” These are the words of a Chris- 
tian journal in beginning a commendation of Henry 
M. Field’s “Open Letter to Robert G. Ingersoll" in 
the North American Review. And this Christian 
paper cites as precedents for its position the examples 
of Jesus Christ and Mariin Luther. “Col. Robert 
G. Ingersoll," goes on the Independent, “has gener- 
ally had scant courtesy from TORreRdn apologists ; 
and he has not deserved muc 

These are truly Christian sentiments, and they 
reveal the ugliness of the Christian religion. If 


Christianity were, as a matter of fact, as true as it 


really is false, the effact it has upon its bslievers 
would be a sufficient reason for its rejection by 
decent and humane people. 

The only remarkable thing about Mr. Field's 

“reply” to Colonel Ingersoll is the absence there- 
from of seurrility and abuse. As it shows that there 
is at least one gentleman in the Christian ministry, 
we are grateful for this open letter. That Mr. Field 
is, however, alone in his elevation, the only one 
of his kind in the Pandora's box of superstition, is as 
clearly shown by the comments of the religious 
press. And even Mr. Field, with all his strained 
and labored courtesy, could not sink the minister 
completely, but insinuates that Mr. Ingersoll - is 
insincere and has not convinced himself by his own 
arguments. Acknowledging that the Colonel is an 
Atheist, and giving as best.he can Mr. Ingersoll’s 
reasons therefor, Mr. Field asks of Mr. Ingersoll: 
* Does your argument convince yourself? With all 
your tendency to skepticism, do you really believe 
that there is no moral government of the world—no 
power behind nature ‘making for righteousness ? ” 

We do not imagin the time will ever come when a 
theologian will be thoroughly honest and fair toward 
an Infidel. Mr. Field’s effort.in that direction is 
commendable, and we advise him to try again. When 
these good qualities come to him with less striving, 
he can pay more attention to his argument. As in 
the present instance he was compelled to expend 
nearly all his energy in trying to be polite, his article 
suffers greatly in other directions. 

4 oo 
Religious Agents. 

Ever since the legislature passed the Jaw allowing 
police magistrates to commit juvenil delinquents to 
religious institutions, these corporations hav main- 
tained agents at all the police courts, whose business 
it is to influence magistrates to send them prisoners. 
In many courts these agents are as plenty as hotel 
runners in & depot. The reason for this solicitude 
is found in the fact that the state pays for the keep- 
ing of these unfortunates, and the institution that 
gets them gets also hard cash to pay its priests, and 
some credit for “doing good work.” 

These agents are a most unscrupulous lot of fellows, 
as professiorial philanthropists. are apt to be, and 
they resort to almost any trick to get business for 
their pious jails. One of the worst of these cases 
came to light last week. Miss Mary O'Hara is a mod- 
est and industrious cigar-maker, employed by Hall, 
Blair & Co., Brooklyn. Friday she went to a picnic 
in the outskirts of the city, and at night failed to 
return. One of her employers went to the police 
headquarters and reported her disappearance. He 
was surprised when informed by a detectiv that the 
girl had been arrested on the night of the picnic 
while asleep on a bench in the depot of the Prospect 
Park and Coney Island Railroad, in Twentieth street, 
and the following day, when arraigned before Jus- 
tice Massev for intoxication, had been sent to the 
House of the Good Shepherd. 

The ** Houseof the Good Shepherd" is an institu- 
tion which makes a «specialty of taking in abandoned 
women, and the employer indignantly wanted to know 
why the justice had sent a good girl to such a place. 
Justice Massey told him that the agent of the house 
had represented that Miss O'Hara had been corrupted 
by her surroundings in the cigar factory, that her em- 
ployer was an immoral man, and that she had become 
abandoned. The employer informed the judge that 
the agent was a liar, that Miss O'Hara was a good and 
virtuous girl and that she had been arrested by a 
fool officer, simply because she fell asleep in the 
depot while waiting for & car, that she never was 
drunk in her life, and only drank two glasses of beer 
that day. Thejudge at once ordered the discharge 
of the girl, and calling the agent before him, said to 
him: *I am very much surprised that you should 
hav made such a statement to me as you did, reflect- 
ing on the honor of Mr. Blair. I hav had this mat- 
ter most thoroughly investigated, and find your 
statements regarding Mies O'Hara to be utterly with- 
out foundation in fact. You hav maligned an in- 
nocent man, and wronged the girl as well. In 
future you will hav. to be very careful in your state- 
ments to me about people.” 

The judge need not hav been surprised. Every 
one-who knows these religious institutions knows 
that the harpies they keep in courts are not at all 
scrupulous as to how they obtain their victims, the 
main object being to get them, and then get the 
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state’s money. Giving cash to religious corporations | One of the scientists told a World reporter that at tics of the country would be left alone. - Though the 


is E putting a premium on religious knavery. 
OO 


“The Truth of History.” - 

"The Workingmen’s Advocate, published in New 
Haven, Coun., prints the following paragraph, giving 
as its authority the London Justice - 

** Mr. Charles Bradlaugh, the much-lauded Infidel M.P., 
stood cheek by jowl with the Christian bourgeois statesmen 
and voted against the weekly payment bill in Parliament. 
Capitalists hav a stronger bond between them than so-called 


religion. Mammon is worshiped by both Infidel and 
‘ Christian’ British lawmakers." 

In the National Reformer of July 31, 1887, Mr. 
Charles Bradlaugh himself tells how he stands. He 
SAYS : 

“ The Truck Bill is now out of my hands, and in a few 
days I shall know what the Lords—who hav formally read it 
a first time—will do with it; but as I hope and believe that 
it will pass into law this session with but little alteration, I 
venture—especially in view of the reckless misrepresentation 
of my conduct—to explain to my readers the substantial 
and. as I think, great advantages this bill will confer on the 
working classes. The old Truck Bill of 1st and 2d William 
IV., cap. 37, did not extend to Ireland, and was limited to 
the particular trades mentioned in the 19th section of that 
act. The new bill—on the suggestion of Mr. Sexton, gladly 
adopted by myself, and readily accepted by the late attorney- 
general for Ireland—extends to Ireland. By a clause pro- 
posed by Mr. Sexton and accepted by me, weekly wage is 
made compulsory in Ireland, where the employment is by 
time. A further clause, proposed by Dr. G. B. Clark, pro- 
hibits longer pay than fortnightly in Scotch quarries, where 
theemployment is by time. This I also accepted. The gov- 
ernment wished to make weekly pay compulsory everywhere, 
but the opposition was too strong for us. The new bill ex- 
tends to every person defined as a workman by the Employ- 
ers and Workmen act, 1875." 

It appears from this that Mr. Bradlaugh gladly 
extended the bill so as to include Ireland; that he 
instantly accepted the amendment. making weekly 
payments compulsory in Ireland, and prohibiting in 
Scotland longer intervals of payment than two 
weeks; and further that the government—-which in 
this case supported Mr. Bradlaugh— desired to make 
weekly payments compulsory everywhere, and would 
hav done so had not the opposition “ been too strong 
for us." And when we add that Mr. Bradlaugh 
was the originator and introducer of this bill; that 
with the help of the Conservativs he has, night after 
night, kept Parliament in session until 3.30 o'elock 
in the morning that the bill might become a Jaw ; 
that he has received deputations without number, 
and patiently considered all amendments suggested ; 
ihat he has exhausted his powers of persuasion in 
trying to reconcile the conflicting interests involved 
in the bill; that he has watched and defended the 
bill on twenty-seven parliamentary nights—it will 
occur to honest folk that London Justice is a very 
ignorant or knavish paper, and that the Working- 


men's Advocate is a little hasty in its condemnation. 
—— 


Infidel and Christian Scientists. 

The American Association for the Advancement of 
Science which met in this city last week and this 
numbered some five or six hundred. The congress 
lasted over one Sunday, on which day about seventy- 
five of the visiting scientists got together and held a 
prayer-meeting at Columbia College. A lot of min- 
isters were called in to do the praying, but many of 
the scientists delivered impromptu little sermons of 
an orthodox character. A subject of prayer alluded 
to by all the ministers and some of the members of 
the association was the ungodly character of the ma- 
jority of their associates, who are Infidels, and who 
at that moment were enjoying themselvs by the sea- 
side, bathing, eating fish dinners, and having as good a 
time generally as they knew how. 

Monday, the Infidels got back to town and read in 
the morning papers that they had been made the 
object of pious solicitude. They did not like it. 
They regard prayer as a useless waste of energy, and 
while they do not consider that in itself it will work 
them harm, they do consider the conduct of their as- 
sociates a8 impudent, in assuming that the pious 
ones are better than the heretics. Making them the 
objects of prayers implies moral guardianship, and 
this they resent. 

The association embraces all creeds, but a majority 
are Freethinkers, though many of the latter do not 
care to emphasize their views upon religion. Prof. 
Edward S.. Morse, the retiring president, has fre- 
quently publicly expressed very liberal views, and in 
his address the other night he scored Christianity 
for having opposed every advance made by science, 
and for having combated the scientists’ deductions. 


last year’s convention in Buffalo, Professor Morse 
made an address that was so full of Infidelity that 
the Catholic diocesan authorities there forbade the 
clergy from attending the meetings. He added that 
the action of the prayer-meeting was decidedly out 
of place, and has been commented on with something 
approaching severity. There are Atheists and In- 
fidels in the association in abundance. 

The action of the pietists, however, is in keeping 
with the arrogant claims made for their religion, 
according to which no man is good unless he believes 
certain things. What the world therefore regards as 
a piece of impudence, the Christians call a humble 
duty. The fault is not so much with the men as 
with their religion. If the Infidel scientists do not 
want to be humiliated in this way in the future, let 
them drop their kid-gloved indifferentism and stand 
up and tell the truth about Christianity. 

u$ e ——À 


Clark Braden. 


. As some of our readers do not know who Clark 
Braden is or why our lecturers refuse to debate with 
him, we present a few “ testimonials" to his charac- 
ter which are calculated to enlighten them. ' 

Some years ago the Campbellite or Disciple church 
at Perry, Ill., of which Mr. Braden was a mem- 
ber, issued an address tothe Disciples of the country, 
repudiating him. The address contained the fol- 
lowing : ' 

** We claim, therefore, that he imposed upon our ignorance 

in this matter when he sought ànd obtained our confidence 
and fellowship; and that consequently he is not, and never 
was, rightfully a member of this congregation. 
Until Clark Braden sets himself right before the congrega- 
tion for his conduct here, we must hold him an enemy of the 
church and to the cause which we plead, and as wholly 
unworthy of a place among us either as à member of the 
body or a preacher of the blessed gospel.” 

The Apostolic Times, a Campbellite paper, refer- 
ring to one of Braden’s pamphlets (they are all of the 
same character), said : 

** We do not hesitate to declare that the author of such a 
tract deserves to be not only censured, but excommunicated 
by the congregation to which he belongs, and repudiated by 
the entire brotherhood, unless he givs evidence of sincere 
repentance." 

The Christian Review, another Campbellite paper, 
gave him the following notice: 

“In addition to the slanderous documents hurled like a 
fire-brand before the public, Clark Braden’s conduct has 
been such for some time past that the church has discarded 
him and disavowed any fellowship with him.” 

When he made his infamous attack on Colonel 
Ingersoll, the Christian Standard, the leading paper 
of his denomination, published a defense of Ingersoll 
and refused to admit Braden’s articles into its col- 
umns. 

The Falls City (Neb.) Journal, from which Braden 
solicited a complimentary notice, gave him the fol- 
lowing : 

** We personally know Clark Braden to be an unscrupulous 
liar. Braden isa liar by nature, and a charlatan by profes- 


sion. He exhausted his resources for knavery in this state, 
and is no longer recognized by his own church in the East.” 


The Table Rock (Neb.) Argus testifies as follows: 


* From what we can learn of Mr. Braden, he is & scoundrel 
and a villain of the blackest dye. Christianity needs no such 
defenders as Clark Braden.” 


The Winfield (Kan.) Nonconformist says: 
“It is yet to be reported that Clark Braden was ever 


received in a community the second time except in company 
of the officers with jewelry on his wrists.” 


The Rev. L. L. Luse, of Nebraska, says: 


“I hav had business transactions with a large number of 
men in a great many different statesmen of all characters 
and professions—but for pure meanness, unlimited trickery, 
uncalled for and foolish lying, the like of Clark Braden I hav 
never known.” 


Clark Braden is an unfit man for any gentleman to 


associate with. He is a moral polecat. 
M — 9 — — — —— 


And It Served Him Right. 


The Osage City, Kan., Free Press brings this 
very interesting item of news: 

“Thomas J. Beets, living two miles northwest of Melvern, 
was brought before C. S. Martin, J. P., Monday last, and 
charged by George H. Dale with violation of the Sunday 
law, by working on that day. The defendant asked for a 
jury trial, which was given, and the jury brought in a ver- 
dict of ‘not guilty, and that said cause of action was with- 
out probable cause.’ The costs, $39.60, were taxed to the 
complaining witness.” 

If every persecutor among the Christians could be 
made to pay about forty dollars a persecute, the hepe- 


average Christian loves his God devotedly, aud has a 
monumental reverence for ** God's holy Sabbath,” that 
Christian is rarely found who will go into his pocket 
to back up his love and reverence. 
— 


Editorial Notes. 


Herz is an important question asked by a subscriber of 
the Christian Advocate: **Ts jt necessary for a Christian to 
kneel by his bedside to offer his daily prayer before retiring, 
if the room is very cold? Will not God hear prayer if a 
man prays in bed under such circumstances?" The editor 
replies: ‘‘ Persons who cease to knéel, and undertake to 
pray in bed, we hav reason to believe soon giv up praying. 
At this poinf temptation frequently begins.” Kneeling in 
prayer, therefore, is an evidence of grace, while praying in 
bed is the first step on the road to Infidelity. It is a 
momentous subject, looked at in this light. 

ae — —— 

A DISPATOH to a Paris newspaper, the Republique Fran- 
çaise, and printed here on the 4th inst., says: “ The pope has 
decided to take part in the political elections, and has ap- 
pointed a commission to canvass the clericals. He hopes to 
secure & strong party in the Chamber of Deputies, and to 
force the Quirinal to make concessions.” That is to say, the 
pope will use his spiritual power over his superstitious fol- 
lowers to force them to vote for the men he selects, in order 
that he may compel Italy to giv to the church a small princi- 
pality. Leo XIII. seems to be the most unscrupulously ag- 
gressiv pontiff that the Italians ever elected. By the way, 
who excommunicates a pope for doing those things which 
he excommunicates a priest for doing? 


Last year J. E. Remsburg delivered a lecture on the Sun- 
day question in Baltimore. Lengthy reports of the lecture 
appeared in the Sun, American, and other papers, which set 
in motion a spirited controversy and agitation of the subject. 
In the American Law Review for July and August, James T. 
Ringgold, an able lawyer of Baltimore, comes forward with 
an exhaustiv paper entitled, ‘‘ Sunday Idleness,” in which he 
demonstrates the unconstitutionality and utter absurdity of 
our Sunday laws. ‘‘ Alone among American penal statutes,” 
he says, ** the Sunday law is directed, not against a ‘ crime,’ 
or an act injurious to civil society, but against a ‘sin.’” He 
justly contends that “an established Sunday really means 
nothing more or less than an established church.” 


Tue American Association for the Advancement of Science 
met in convention at Columbia College, this city, last week. 
In his address, Prof. E. W. Morse, of Salem, Mass., the 
retiring president, paid this tribute to the Christian church: 
* The widespread public interest in Darwinism arose from 
the fact that every theory and every fact advanced in proof 
of the derivativ origin of species applied with equal force to 
the origin of man as one of the species. The public interest 
has been continually excited by the consistent energy with 
which the church; Catholic and Protestant alike, has in- 
veighed against the dangerous teachings of Darwin. Judging 
by centuries of experience, as attested by unimpeachable 
historical records, it is safe enough for an intelligent man, 
even if he knows nothing about the facts, to promptly accept 
88 truth any generalization of science which the church 
delares to be false, and, conversely, to repudiate with equal 
promptness, as false, any interpretation of the behavior of 
the universe which the church adjudges to be true. In 
proof of this sweeping statement, one has only to read 
the imposing collection of facts brought together by Dr. 
White, the distinguished president of Cornell University, 
which are embodied in his work, entitled ‘The Warfare 
of Science,’ as well as two adtlitional chapters on the same 
subject which hav lately appeared in the Popular Science 
Monthly.” " 


THe Prohibition campaign was earnestly conducted in 
Texas. The Prohibition women were in dead earnest, and 
worked like experienced politicians At Denison, relates 
the Sunday Gazetteer, near every polling-place refreshment 
stands were erected, from which sandwiches, coffee, lemon- 
ade, and melons were given out. Above the stands were the 
words, painted on long pieces of white cloth: ‘‘ For God, 
and Home, and Nativ Land, Free Lunch." Some of the 
electioneering of the women provoked funny results. Ap- 
proaching a meek-looking darkey, one of the most prominent 
of the Temperance Union ladies said to him: ‘‘ You are go- | 
ing to vote this ticket, are you not? You wouldn't sell your 
vote for a cigar and a drink of whisky?” and received a les- 
son in the science of dividing tweedle-dee from tweedle-dum, 
when the darkey replied: ** Well, missus, I don’t speck I 
will; but I jes’s leave sell it for a cigar an' a drink ob whisky 
as fo a biscuit an’ a piece ob fat meat.” At another polling- 
place a sanctimoniouc-looking negro was besieged by a zeal- 
ous member of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union, 
and importuned to vote the way of the total abstainers. He 
silenced her with the following piece of religious philosophy: 
* It wah Ebe dat tempted Adam to commit de fust sin, but 
I'm not er gwine to be tooken in like Adam, an' yo' can't in- 
doose me to poll er wrong vote on dis occashun." But, per- 
haps, the most cruel rebuff received by any of the fair poli- 
ticians was administered to one by a young man who looked 
as though he might belong to the Young Men's Christian 
Association, but who turned out to be & wolf in sheep's 
clothing. ‘‘ You will vote for us,” cried the lady, rushing up 
to him as he stood one side watching the crowd at the polls. 
“I am not old enough to vote," was the reply. ‘‘ Yes, you 
are; I know you are old enough to vote." ‘ Well, if I'm 
old enough to vote, I am certainly old enough to know how , 
to vote." The young lady said he was a mean thing, and 
didn't speak to him again all day. 
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© Fetters from friends. 


Dansvitiz, Aug. 8, 1887. 
Mr. Evitor: Mr. Peter Wilklow is dead. Inthe death of 
Mr. Wilklow Dansville has lost àn earnest Liberal and one 
: of its most upright citizens. J. KENNEY. 


STERLING, ILL., Aug. 2, 1887. 
Tug Truro SEEKER Co., Gentlemen: You are sending 
copies of Taz TguvH SEEKER to my father’s address, Martin 
Baer, Sterling, Ill. Now, every respectable sheet stops 
when subscriptions expire. Please keep them. Father's 
subscription expired in June. Father died in May, and we 
bav no use for them. For the dollar you would send souls 
to hell. Mind, there is a day of reckoning, for you hav 
made the life of my mother miserable, who is a Christian 
lady without reproach. You put me in mind of the dog who 
runs around licking sores, filling your infamous sheet with 
what ministers do, and secure followers for their labor. If 
you-are such saints why don’t you send your lectures free 
and not stand at the front door and claim so much for hear- 

ing nothing? What would you not do for gold? 
J. H. BAER. 


Lexinetos, Mo., Aug. 3, 1887. 

Mr. Eviror: Mrs. Colman tells of eight hundred vermin- 
ridden, starving little niggers in the hands of their Yankee 
deliverers—a sight that never was paralleled in all the days 
of slavery. She seems to wonder why the Federal govern- 
ment didn't hang Jefferson Davis, ‘‘ the arch-traitor.” Yes, 
why didn't they, when no arm could save him, and he was 
helpless in their power? I wish to tell her why. Because 
he was not an arch nor any other kind of a traitor. Because 
the chief-justice of the Supreme Court held similar views to 
those of Mr. Davis on the right of a state to secede. Because 
when the states broke up the old confederation which had 
been declared ‘“ perpetual" they formed the present Union 
with that word ont. 

When we and our passions are dead the historian of the 
future will read that it took 2,800,000 men for years to con- 
querJefferson Davis and his 700,000 men, and he will write— 
* Greater than Cæsar.” —— 

The moral is that if Rationalists intend to carry on a war 
against superstition, they would better let things alone on 
which they don't agree. GxoncE WILSON. 


Eav Cramer, Wis., July 31, 1887. | 

Mr. Epıror: You say you do not see what good Mrs. 
Slenker could expect to do by the story of '* The Girl and the 
Dog." Ido. A sound morality must be based on knowl- 
edge. The very first step toward it is to get out of the way 
the hypocritical morality of organized consecrated ignorance. 
Nothing can be more effectual to this end than to expose the 
enormous wickedness festering under the very thin veil of 
social sham. But, besides this, it seems that Mrs. Slenker's 
interest in ** The Girl and the Dog” was mainly of & physio- 
logical nature, and that the story was not published, in the 


ordinary sense, by her, at least, but only circulated among a: 


few persons who were professed investigators of a scientific 
question. 'Thus, the prosecution, should it be successful, 
marks à new and alarming step forward to the movement in 
favor of ignorance. It becomes every Liberal to defeat this 
conspiracy against knowledge and liberty if he can; and 
I think I see several points which Mrs. Slenker’s legal friends 
can make good nse of. 

One is that the alleged obscene matter was all contained in 
sealed envelopes, and marked private. I think this clearly 
removes it from the scope of the Comstock law, atrociously 
tyrannical as that is. In a demurrer on this point, United 
States Judge Deady ruled that a private letter, though most 

` obscene, and sent with inteMt to annoy, was not within the 
statute. - ; 

Another fatal fiaw in the indictment is that it does not 
specify the obscenity complained of, but says the whole 
matter is too lewd, obscene, and lascivious to be placed upon 
the records of the court. This paltry device for trying the 
prisoner on an indefinit charge has been held unlawful in 
the following typical cases: The case of New York against 
Victoria C. Woodhull, the prosecution having refused to 
specify the obscenity, was declared out of court. In the 
case of the United States against Ezr& H. Heywood, tried 
before Judge Clark, the latter required all the obscenity to 
be specified. In the case of the United States against Ezr& 
H. Heywood, tried before Judge Nelson, the prosecution, 
attempting to evade specification on the plea that the obscene 
matter was too bad to go on the record, was overruled. In 
the English case of tbe Queen against Charles Bradlaugh and 
Annie Besant, the defendants, being convicted, appealed on 
this point, and the higher court thereon reversed the finding 
of the lower. f 

The alleged obscenity, also, hardly falls within Jeffreys 
Benedict’s definition of the term. The dog story is adapted 
to excite not lascivious thoughts and emotions, but rather 
disgust, horror, and repugnance. * It was doubtless to cover 
just such cases that the “disgusting” clause was added 
to the New. York statute. But that is not yet United States 
law. ` C. L. JAMES. 


Great VALLEY, Aug. 5, 1887. 

Mr. EpiroR: ThE TnurH SkErkER has been a weekly 
visitor to me since the 15th of April unpaid for, yet always 
constant, and welcomed by me, always laden with the 
choicest viands and the most wholesome mental food. Hence 
it stands me in hand to pay up and in advance, that I may 
assimilate its wholesome extracts and vital principles to the 
building up of the physical and spiritual man—feeling at the 
same time that the doctor, nurse, and undertaker were paid 
and that my friends would only be to the small expense of 


erecting a cheap and simple tombstone should they wish to 
cherish for a little time the memory of so fragil and fleeting 
a worm &s I. Hence you will find inclosed $6—$5,for the 
paper and $1 for Elmina’s Defense Fund. And now I will 
inform the many patrons of Taz TRUTH SEEKER and your- 
self, as well as the many friends of the orthodox faith, that 
on the morning of the Fourth of July last, our eldest daugh- 
ter, Mary, aged twenty-six years, passed away. She had 
been a victim for many years to that insidious, lingering, and 
dreaded disease, epilepsy. Our good orthodox friends no 
doubt would’say God in his great mercy saw fit to take her 
to himself; at last she is at rest, and all is well. I hope so, 
dear friends. But the great query with me is why God 
couldn’t hav taken her on the occasion of her first hundred 
fits, and not hav waited to inflict her with one thou- 
sand. But, friends, it’s a relief to father and mother to feel 
she is out of her trouble, and yet sad to know that she is ab- 
sent. A. F. ALBRIGRT. ` 


TULARE, CAL., July 20, 1887. 

Mr. Eviror: There is one very important reason why 
Mrs. Slenker should be sustained and defended with all the 
energy, means, and force that Liberals can contribute. The 
trials of Heywood, Bennett, and a long list of others may hav 
resulted in a general way in defeat, but when strengthening 
the cause of mental liberty is considered, it is a victory to us 
by thousands added to our side. Heretofore it has been hard 
to raise funds for defense, and those who hav stood to the 
front, already poor, hav been reduced to destitution. The 
great increase in numbers already renders the burden of 
defense light, when so many are seen to respond promptly 
to the defense fund of Aunt Elmina. With the increased 
circulation of Liberal journals, and their ability and deter- 
mination to battle for the leaders, I see nothing on our part 
to be discouraged about. If Comstockism sees anything 
cheering in such victories as it has won, it must be because 
it is blind to the reverse side of the issue. Nothing rejoices 
& good Christian like Comstock so much as to reduce his 
victim to poverty. A liberal contribution of funds for 
defense, cheerfully given, will take much from the satis- 
faction of his prosecutions. I see no reason why, if Mrs. 
Slenker's case is fully and fairly presented, she shall not be 
acquitted. One such victory to us would be worth ten 
times the cost. 


Every exposure through the public press of the means by |: 


which Comstock decoys victims for prosecution arouses the 
indignation of all right-minded people, and after each prose- 
cution several influential journals and most of their readers 
take up the defense of free speech and free mails. We hav 
nothing to lose in this fight, and Mrs. Slenker's courage givs 
us & cheer for victory before the battle. E. M. Dewey. 
BzARDs'TOWN, ILL., July 18, 1887. 

Mr. Eprrog: I lecture on Freethought at Centre next 
Sunday. I hav & regular appointment about eight miles 
from here in this county, and jhe good, liberal, and unbigoted 
Christians hav threatened to rotten-egg me; not for “ blas- 
phemy,” but because, since I began to go there, the young 
people hav forsaken the church to attend my lectures. The 
old ones:hav said, if I would only come at night, they would 
hav ready some suitable eggs. I simply.told them that 
if they would kindly put up $10, I would be pleased to come 
prepared with rubber boots, coat, and cap—an egg-proof 
coat of mail. As yet they hav not accepted my proposition. 
Five years since I was ousted from the pulpit of the Congre- 
gational church for preaching the second probation, which a 
respectable portion of this sect has since adopted as a shib- 
boleth. I hav got still further out of the theological wilder- 
ness, and hav since been hammering away till now this same 
church and community are literally honeycombed -with 
Infidelity. They find it “sweeter than the honey in the 
honeycomb.” This church has seriously considered the 
proposition to throw overboard the musty old Puritan creed 
which I refused to preach. But many of the members are in 
the dark womb of the church, waiting an era to be born into 
a world of better light. It is their gestation period now, and 
they will, I am quite sure, come to the brighter birthright 
and light of Liberalism. I giv you this bit of personal expe- 
ience as corroboration of the general principle so uniquely 
told in ‘‘ Tales Out of School.” In my experience of over 
twenty years, I could relate very many similar incidents, all 
** true as gospel.” à 

R. FLETONER Gray, M.D. (“Zoa Torsis "). 
` Lyon, Ia., Aug. 2, 287. 
.Mr. EDITOR: The Leon Secular Society has held four 
meetings during the summer, which hav been quite well at- 
tended, and a great geal of interest was manifested in the 
work. 

The society secured Miss Katie Kehm, of Ottumwa, Iowa, 
to deliver a lecture at each of the last two meetings, which 
were held July 10th and 17th. 

In her first lecture, ‘‘ The Religion of Humanity,” she con- 
trasted the teachings of Christianity with those of Liberalism, 
and dwelt at length on the blackened character of the de- 
fenders of the church. She spoke of many of the needed re- 


forms of the times, of the aim and methods of Liberalism, 


and the glorious achievements accomplished by Infidelity. 

Her second lecture, ‘‘ The Influence of Christianity Upon 
the Minds of the Rising Generation,” is full of good and 
practical thoughts, showing the lecturer has an activ mind 
well stored with information. She shows the necessity of 
parents teaching their children the principles of Liberalism, 
and not allowing their minds to become clouded with super- 
stition, as early impressions are difficult to erase. She ani- 
mates her hearers with the love of liberty and home. 

Miss Kehm is a cultivated woman, a humanitarian in the 
true sense of the word, and a brave and outspoken worker 
in the Liberal ranks, and for the cause of humanity. She is 


an earnest and forcible speaker, with a clear and distinct 
voice, and graceful in her.delivery. We hope to hav. her 
lecture again before the society, and would cheerfully 
recommend her to other societies. 

At our next meeting, Aug. 91st, the president of the: 
society, Mr. A. E. Hall, will lecture on ‘‘ World Making.” 
Our afternoon exercises are varied with music, recitations, 
short speeches, and occasionally a paper. 

Mns. J. W. Lone, 
Sec. Leon Secular Society. 


ArocovEg, Nzs., July 19, 1887. 

Mz. Evitor: There are many Infidels here, and if I can 
succeed in getting them to take your paper, we can hire & 
lecturer and hav a boom, as they are having in Coos county, 
Oregon. If we were organized, I am certain we could hava 
Jamieson, Remsburg, or Bell almost every month in the 
year. I would write to Mr. Bell now, while he is making 
the rounds of Nebraska, but all the Infidels here seem to 
know nothing about our lecturers, and of course all the stir 
to arouse à community cannot be made by one person. But 
if you see fit you may say to the subscribers of THE TRUTH 
SEEKER that if they will send me their names I will find a 
timber culture, homestead, or a pre&mption that is contest- 
able for them for a locator's fee, said fee to be put in the 
hands of some Infidel for the purpose of hiring the services 
of a lecturer in this part of the country. We hav a nice 
country. I will also answer any question they may see fit to 
ask in reference to the country or the government land laws. 
I will try only to find abandoned claims, so there will be no 
difficulty in the contests being a successful one. I know of 
one claim at present, worth $800, open to contest, within 
about four miles of & thriving railroad town of about six 
hundred inhabitants. Locators charge $10 to $20 for locat- 
ing; contest fees will be from $10 to $40; filing: fee, from 
$2 on a preémption to $14 on a homestead, and the same 
($14) on a timber culture. I will say right here that it is not 
necessary to liv on & timber culture. If other pursuits are 
wanted, I will be pleased to hand names to the different 
boards of trade in the vicinity. 

I would like: to stir up the Infidels here. The réverends 
are always ready, if anyone has the least to say about an 
Infidel, to say, ‘‘You can expect nothing better from a 
follower of Bob Ingersoll.” 

Allow me to congratulate you on your answer to American 
Institute of Civics, entitled, ‘‘ Firstly and Secondly,” in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER of July 9th. Henry W. MarTLEY. 


Lexineton, Ky., Aug. 3, 1887. 

Mr. Eprroz: Let us not forget that shortly after the death 
of Constantine power was given to the Christian priesthood 
to lessen and modify that of the sovereign, but Justinian 
made Rome the center of religious power. We know the 
result. He ought to hav known better, but he had not the 
wisdom of Jéfferson or Thomas Paine. Common sense 
ought to revolt at the idea of being ruled by a ghostly power, 
and chasing phantoms for a living. I know of a young man 
who was turned out of doors by a maiden aunt because he 
denied the divinity of Christ. He remarked that ten 
old maids could not make a fool of him; he would rather liv 
on a crust and be independent. But to discover the depth 
of infamy, talk to a clergyman's son. One admitted that his 
father did not believe what he preached. He declared that 
** pardon blotted out sin.” But I know hearts that no law- 
yer could soften—no God. Think of a man suddenly bound- 
ing into heaven and becoming an angel! There is no culture 
without experience. A dog might bound into a library 
without understanding the books he finds there. But to re- 
turn to the minister’s son. His plans for the future were 
actually fiendish. His denial of well-known facts was crim- 
inal in the extreme ; his language would be called scurrilous, 
for he insulted merepeatedly. In the hight of my blasphemy 
I quoted Shaftesbury: ‘‘ Reason is a sea to the weak; faith 
clings to every twig.” 

One good Baptist brother here says, ‘‘ Christ never made a 
mistake.” I think he made several—monstrous, shameful, 
unreasonable, and unnatural. His life is & record of an im- 
postor, artful and inconsistent; his language a tissue of bold 
effrontery, cruel and immoral suggestions, requests, and 
commands. His prophecies were the greatest mistakes of 
all. They were not fulfilled. Call him a reformer! Well, 
he was about like John Wesley, who took the part of the 
English king against the colonists. How they both dwindle 
down before such men 8s Wilberforce, Ingersoll, Lincoln, 
and, perhaps, Henry George and McGlynn! Such men will 
drown monopolists in a deluge of love till the human race 
will turn from them with loathing and horror, till homes for 
industrious poor will rise like fairy palaces. Men will im- 
itate their purity and goodness until sin and poverty and 
misery, bloated guilt, malice, sensuality, avarice, and in- 
justice will be only regarded as horrible and grotesque 
dreams of the past. ALHAZA. 

Corry, Pa., Aug. 1, 1887. 
SEORET BENEVOLENT BOOIETIEB OOMPARED WITH OHUROHES. 
WHIOH MOST USEFUL. 
Recently a convention from nearly all denominations of 


| Protestant clergymen met in Chicago and denounced all 


secret societies. The Catholics are doing the same thing. A 
great teacher said the standard of whether a thing was good 
or bad ‘was its fruits. . 

The question is, Which is the most useful, the church or 
these societies? What are their fruits and relativ cost and 
benefits? There lately resided in Corry a physician who 
paid to the Methodist church regularly a considerable sum, 
aggregating thousands. A few years before his death he 
paid &lesssum to & benevolent secret society. After his 
decease his widow -was called on for money to help pay a debt 
the church had incurred while he was a member, and she 
actually paid $5 from her scanty widow’s mite, and the stock 
in the church that cost them over $5,000 is not worth a penny. 
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The benevolent society, to which they had paid far less than 
‘to the church, paid the widow over $2,000. : 

Four heads of families hav passed away in this city within 
a few months, whose families hav been saved from depend- 
ence by secret benevolent societies. 

In no case hav I heard of any church doing such a thing. 
The churches of our time are for the poor in the sense in 
which sheep-shears are for the sheep. 

However much the clergy may recommend the sheep to 
pay into and trust the church, they don't, not a penny. 

Nearly all of the more astute preachers are insured in these 
secret benevolent societies that they denounce. Whoever 
else is fleeced by paying into & church, they are not; they 
know each other too well. 

What does the church return for the immense sums paid, 
chiefly to support ministers? In no part of the country can a 
church-mémber be distinguished from &non-church-member. 
No one thinks of asking what a man’s faith is before trusting 
him. There are good men and women in all churches who 
are so in spite of, not on account of, church membership, and 
there are just as good, and some better, non-church-members. 

The church of our age has produced_no men equal to 
Stephen Girard, Peter Cooper, Abraham Lincoln, or Horace 
Greeley, all of whom obtained their nobility outside of 
churches. 

It used to be thought that the way to heaven was through 
the church. Intelligent persons hav discovered the way 
to heaven is open to everyone alike; that the priests hav no 
corner on the way, or any knowledge about it whatever, 
except what all of us hav. They don’t pretend to hav any 
witnesses from heaven. In this respect. they are not as 
logical as the Spiritualists, who bring their witnesses into 
full, plain view. The divine father of all has stamped in our 
souls the love of justice. Churches are only machinery. 
They are not religion any more than plows or hoes are 
agriculture. They no more make the love of religion than 
bakers or meat-dealers make the love of bread and meat, or 
the sheep-shearers make wool. Their dogmas may hav been 
useful in the childhood of the race. The beliefs of the Dark 
Ages, when the most of our orthodox theology came into 
being, is for this reason not adapted to our age any more 
than a child’s spelling-book is adapted to a Newton, or the 
clothes of a babe are adapted to manhood. Religion is 
eternal. Never was it so common. Never had it so much 
care for the unfortunate. The secret benevolent societies 
are protecting the weak and helping the helpless. The best 
men and women in the churches will help. ` 


Mr. Eorror: If interesting to your readers, I will in a 
future communication giv the history of a few church bank- 
ing and savings schemes, whereby over six millions has 
been filched from the faithful, and more than twenty suicides 
resulted. `Q. F. Lewis. 


CoLUMBUS, O., Aug. 1, 1887. 

Mr. Eorror: The state Saengerfast held at this place the 
98th, 29th, 30th, and 313t was a signal success, and one after 
which it would be well for many more cities to copy. 

First, the decoration far exceeded that of many other occa- 
sions, scarcely excepting the Fourth of July, and was in many 
respects far superior to that of the Fourth. It was much 
quieter,more civil, much more intelligently carried on, and.in 
every respect a glorious occasion. Parades took place each 
day, headed by some of the best bands in the state, from 
Cleveland, Cincinnati, Akron, Canton, and many other cities. 

All was lovely, and all thought the gcose hanging high till 
there escaped a breath of the fact that the Sunday parade was 
to excel all others and be the grandest jubilee of all, when 
Washington Gladden, the gentleman who paid a tribute of 
respect to Mr. Beecher, arose in his sepulcher and blasphemed 
the event as one most execrable, and solicited to hav' the 
intentions changed.: This was seconded by Rev. Hutsinpil- 
lar, the little Irish pilot of the Third avenue M. E. church. 
However, the Sunday arrangements were carried out, and 
the parade formed at the corner of Main and High streets; 
mounted horsemen in uniform leading the procession ; then 
the different companies on foot, with their respectiv brass 
bands from different portions of the state; carriages of officials; 
then the city fire department to the extent of some eight 
or ten chemical engins, hosecarts, and hook and ladder 
companies; infantry, and, last but not least, the Columbus 
police procession, buggies and carriages, etc. 

It was an immense treat for the populace, who are not 
able to get off on a week day to witness such spectacles, and 
they enjoyed it. The streets along which the procession 
marched was lined with thousands of spectators all anxious 
to see over the heads of their fellow-creatures, and ready on 
the slightest occasion to ‘‘ whoop.". j 

Everybody that went out was out for a good time, and, 


with the exception of, perhaps, a few, had it, notwithstand-. 


ing the unusually hot, sultry atmosphere. One drum-major, 
80 unfortunate as to drive too much in the sun, was sun-struck, 
and in & dangerous condition when last heard from, but it 
did not frighten folks from the park in which it occurred, 


One hundred and fifty kegs of beer were donated by the 


enormously large brewing companies of the city to the differ. 
ent delegations visiting the place from other cities, to assist in 
defraying their expenses, and no one knows just how many 
more were furnished at a reasonable figure. Now, this was 
al on Sunday. Its being a Sunday picnic was the grind- 
stone that angered the Christian and drove him to think 
thoughts of the assassination of American liberty; and he 
thought them. Nota few. It did not, though, prevent the 
` picnic. 

The Freethinkers had to rejoice that, when intoxicating 
drink is taken and the example set by Christians themselvs, 
they could not hinder the dissipation taking place in such & 
magnificent manner on his, the Christian's, own dear Sabbath. 
As to my own opinions, one American liberty should be 
destroyed, and that is the manufacture of intoxicating drinks. 
Iam what may be called il-Liberal in this respect. Still, 
with my bitter hatred of liquor generally, I think that when 
Christians drink it in their most holy churches, others should 
drink it in defiance of Christianity on their righteous one 
only holy day. f : 

Our mayors being a Freethinker and every inch a gentle- 
man, also of German extraction, was the cause of the fire 


department and the police, infantry, etc., participating in the 
event. He also delivered an excellent opening address, and 
welcomed the guests to the city with all the hospitality that 
could be conjured. It may be considered most truly & vic- 
tory scored for Freethought. R. H. RALSTON. 


. ANGOLA, Aug. 8, 1887. 
Mr. Environ: Tut Teura SEEKER, as all persons should, 
grows better as it grows older. The cartoons are doing, I 
think, an excellent work in destroying old theological dog- 


mas. Your ideas expressed in reference to the Chicago 
Anarchists accord with my sentiments very well. Aunt 
Elmina is having trouble with the Comstock tribe. I pity 


her, for this is all of life to her with her Materialistic belief. I 

hope she will come out conquerer at the end of the law-suit, 

for if this is all of life it should certainly be made enjoyable. 
Dr. J. H. Moors. 


Kenr, O., Aug. 2, 1887. 

Mz. Eprron: I hav been a reader of your valuable paper 
but two years, but in that time hav learned to appreciate the 
many good sayings contained therein. While I see in it 
many articles setting forth ideas that I consider erroneous, I 
think it my duty well to consider, both pro and con, all 
ideas advancéd by others (for how else could we grow in 
knowledge?) before condemning them, evén the most radical 
views on all topics. I try to learn the true path in which I 
would best travel. I know it impossible for all men to think 
alike on all subjects, as no two are born and reared under 
the same influences, but I want to think all men naturally 
honest, and feel it my duty to respéct everyone's opinions, if 
honestly expressed. 

When I take into consideration that the people of the 
United States are a mixed people, a people from nearly every 
nation and climate in the world, bringing with them the 
ideas, customs, habits, and education of many lands, those 
who hav been downtrodden by church and state in their 
mother countries, and who hav emigrated to the ‘‘land of 
the free” with dreams and expectations so exalted that, 
even if America was a paradise, their ideal fancy could not 
be supplied satisfactorily, I think it the duty of each to be 
liberal one toward another. I am not surprised to see ortho- 
dox bigots in our land, as they are bigots both by heredity 
and education, being taught that it is a sin to listen to rea- 
son, or to think differently from the way in which their fore- 
fathers thought two thousand years àgo. . I am surprised to 
see so many bigots in our Freethought ranks; to see those 
who advocate the growth of the mind say, This is so and 
that is not so, when the facts are that neither can be actually 
proved either true or false. Brethren (I mean all mankind), 
do you ever stop to think that what we actually know is but 
little as compared with what we guess at ? 

Skepticism and unbelief are the stepping-stones to the 
temple of knowledge, and were it not that our minds are in 
continual doubt, we would be yesterday, to-day, and forever 
the same. But we never can arrive at that point of immuta- 
bility until perfection can perch upon our banners of under- 
standing. What we think true to-day may plainly manifest 
itself not true to-morrow. Could I but persuade the world 
to combine to seek for the truth; then if.I could but per- 
suade mankind to do what they know to be true, I would 
rest at ease. While my mind is forced to liv within the 
tissues of this material, and until that great principle that we 
know not of has evolved me by its laws from my present 
place among the created to a higher stage of more mature 
life, where the tissues and functions of my mental house 
shall be better adapted to permit my mind to advance up- 
ward toward the pinnacle of understanding, then, and only 
then, can we know the truth. Then—havI said then? no, 
not as long as our minds are immature, and not until that 
great law of mental growth has lost its vital force. Do not 
ask me when that will be, for I hav never seen the end of in- 
finity. How few there are among us who stop to inquire 
what is really right and what wrong, even if they know 
which of these two they should choose? How few there are 
who will say No to their physical wants and desires that they 
know they should not gratify! How natural it is for a man 
who has learned to love rum or tobacco to say, “ It doesn't 
hurt me; it may be wrong to use them, but I am not going 
to deprive myself of what I.want to please some one else!” 
Thou slave; thou who considerest thyself one of the higher 
order of mammalia, and one who boastest of thy superiority, 
and classed as man; one who is calculated to be tender and 


affectionate ; one who is looked upon as a protector of the: 


weak; who would shed his blood for the sake of his country, 
his child, his home; thou who art looked upon to set beacon 
lights to mark the way for the young and less learned that 
they stray not—is it such a one that has fallen a slave to ap- 
petite? Is it such a one whose physical enslaves his mental 
person? O thou weak-minded! thou who shouldst be strong 
and a governor are now weak and governed, a slave bound 
with chains that cannot be broken! All I hav said about the 
use of rum and tobacco can be said of all the known evils that 
beset man—envy, jealousy, revenge, and many natural and 
acquired habits and passions of the flesh. Will we subdue 
them? Will we break the chains and gain our liberty ? 

A highly respected attorney at Independence, Kan., 
although a hard drinker all his life, signed the Murphy 
pledge, but his appetite for strong drink had so fastened its 
fangs into his flesh that he could not, so he thought, leave 
off the ‘‘damning cup,” and he broke his pledge several 
times, but confessed and was shown mercy by his friends, 
until at last he said he could not keep from drinking, and 
with tears in his eyes would entreat the young men, ‘‘ For 
God's sake, young man, quit drinking while you can see me, 
an old broken-down bloat, a slave to rum!” Has not this 
same thing, in substance, been repeated on the gallows by 
those who had fallen and become murderers by the passion 
of jealousy, revenge, etc.? 


Yesterday I chanced to sit on a seat in a railroad car oppo- 
sit a young man who is to be hung November 16th in Colum- 
bus, O., for the killing of a young lady a Youngstown, O.— 
jealousy, I think, the cause. My prayer and greatest desire is 
that education and freedom of thought be given unstinted to 
our people, seasoned with a spirit of love for each other, 
love for the truth, love for justice, love for the welfare of all, 
Jove to set none but the best examples before the young. 
Many believe in no hereafter, and if this belief is true, how 
can we do better than to enter heaven while here? Yet we 
must remember that we hav many—to us—disgusting sights ` 
in our daily walks that we must not allow to annoy us, but 
make the best of them we can under the circumstances, and 
we will be much more happy than otherwise. We must en- 
counter the Anarchist, the Nihilist, the Socialist, also? the 
Deist, Atheist, the Catholic, and Protestant, etc., none of 
whom hav the same political or spiritual views, and we can 
only liv happy by granting to others all we ask for ourselvs— 
the right to think as our reason teaches. All we can do is to 
educate the mind as fast as possible until reason can obtain 
evidence from all the available sources of actual knowledge. 
Until such time let us hav charity for each other and com- 
bine in one government for the best mutual interests of {the 
whole. f A. D. Swan. 


l ; CLEVELAND, O., Aug. 1, 1887. 

Mr. Epirog : I will say a word, if you please, on the lan- 
guage question. A language cannot be made to order, it 
must grow. Language has its biology, its physiology, its 
pathology, and its therapeutics, the same as do persons, of 
whom language is an attribute. 'The sounds which one 
hears and speaks are determined by the generic conditions 
and repeated actions or habits of the organs of hearing and 
speaking. and by the fineness and refinement of the control- 
ing nerves and brain. This will account for dialects, and 
until there is a uniformity in people's throats, mouths, ears, 
and brains, there can be no universal language,.and no, en- 
tire uniformity in the use of any one language. 

As a good illustration of the attempts to invent a patent 
language I append an article from the Chicago Herald, sup- 
posed to be written at à date some centuries hence : 

ADYOOATING THE SALAD LANGUAGE. 

.Central Opera House was crowded last evening with the 
wealth, beauty, and fashion of Chicago to hear a lecture on 
the universal language by the celebrated Prof. Cæsar Pom- 
peius, D.D., LL.D., of the university of Leopoldville, Congo. 
Professor Pompeius has delivered this lecture in all the ptin- . 
cipal cities of the world, and has gained an immense army of 
converts to his theory. He is the most learned man in the 
world, and is & full-blooded Congonese, though it is said his 
ancestors were Americo-Africans, as his name might indicate. 
He commenced by saying that the idea of a common form of 
speech for all the nations of the world was not new. It had 
been entertained by great men in almost every age of the 
world since the confusion of tongues at Babel. 'The learned 
Dr. Slaukenbergious, whose memoirs appear in the writings 
of Tristram Shandy, was & strong advocate of it. So was 
Leibnitz. So.was Lord Monboddo. 

A society of learned men commenced a movement in that 
direction in the year 1900. But the efforts had heretofore 
been to invent à new language and compel mankind to ac- 
cept it, an obvious impossibility. The idea of smelting all 
existing languages into one, by mere heat and attrition, had 
not seemed to hav occurred to the learned Thebans, who 
had heretofore undertaken the mission. Professor Pompeius 
said that thought had come to him when he was engaged in 
the great work of establishing infant schools for young go-' 
rillas throughout Africa. The education of the gorilla has 
been the triumph of the twentieth century, and it was ac- 
complished by means of the universal, or ‘‘ ‘ salad language,’ 
as I prefer to call it," said the professor, ** for it is a mixture 
of everything. It is extremely simple, and yet it has the 
commercial power of the English, the courtliness of the 
French, the philosophical adaptation of the German, the 
pompous euphony of the Spanish, and the sweetness of the 
Italian. We take from each language those words or 
phrases that are the simplest and the most easily retained in 
the memory, for the use of language is but an effort of mem- 
ory. If an animal could only memorize the words, it would 
soon learn to speak them. That was the very first point in 
our gorilla schools, and "when we accomplished that the 
work was done. I yet expect to-seea gorilla president of 
the great state of Congo. i 

‘‘ Choosing the simplest words and eliminating the hard 
ones and the bad constructions, we obtain a language which 
every person, I might say every creature. ought to speak and 
write with fluency. Take this rule, the traditional rule of 
all grammars: La grammar e Parte of sprichablar y scribir 
conectement. Who can fail to understand that? Take our 
system of conjugations : Ich bin, tu es, he is siamo, este, sono 
—the very simplicity of it startles one into accepting it at 
once. Would any young lady fail to understand a gentleman 
who should say to her, * Volete, permit me offrir mia corazon 
and ma main ? She would refer him to her mother without 
delay." This forcible illustration on the part of the profes- 
sor had an immediate effect on the audience. 

The professor continued his illustrations and his argu- 
ment for nearly an hour, holding the rapt attention of his 
hearers the whole time. Bringing the lecture to a close, he 
said: ' The salad language is the language of diplomacy 


‘the language of business, the language of love, the language 


of poetry. It is the natural language, and exists in the con- 
stitution of man. Even the wonderfulShakspere is improved 
&nd adorned by it, as I will show you in my closing illustra- 
tion: "NS 2 
“ All Je monde ist scena ; 

Und alie the men et femmes only spielers ; 

Tous ont their exits y gehen wieder ab, 

Et chacuu in su temps spiels molte parts, 

Che drame being seven actos. Primero l'enfant. 

Mewhng y sprudelt in le nourrice arms: 

Puis el whining babe. Con sa bundel 

Y shining morgantlicht rampe comme caracol 

Contre-cceur zu school. Con esto ’amoroso, 

Soupirant como furnace, mit triste canzone 

Made auf su liebsters’ eyebrows.” 


The professor continued the quotation to the end, and the 
lecture closed amid great applause. He held a reception at 
the Grand Atlantic afterward. It is understood that thc 
trustees of the University of Chicago will at once endow a 
chair for a professorship of the salad language, and it is 
thought that Professor Pompeius will not be able to refuse 
the usual Chicago inducements. : 

Joss P. Qur. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, . 
When the uight is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


The Potter, 


In youth I read this story of a potter : 

He wrought with careful fingers day by day; 
Until a vase of lovely form was molded 

And shapened delicately in the cl«y. 


Then he beheld a higher type of beauty, 
And broke the vessel he had finished there, 
To fashion with untiring zeal and labor 
Another form more graceful and more fair. 


Bo year by year, at early dawn beginning, 
He 'abored till the night made labor Vain, 
And always broke each form of dainty molding, 
The pure ideal of his dream to gain. 


. At last he shaped an urn of rarest beanty, 
With cypress drooping and a half-veiled rose, 
And, flushed with joy, looked up to heaven in 
triumph, 
When, lo! a sudden glory on him glows. 


One hand he lifted to the radiaut vision, 
And with the other swept the urn aside, 
And suddenlv, without a warning, 
The urn was broken and the potter died. 


“Fool” was the name the story-writer gave him 
Who of a long life left no record here, 

Yet bore he wituess of a heavenly vision 
With the pure passion of an ancient seer. 


Naught that he fashioned to his soul seemed 
worthy 
Of the diviner beauty he bad known; 
He left no record of a life of failure 
Upon whose face the farting glory shone. 


So I, sweet friends! I will not leave behind me 

A thing of dust to show my toil and pain, 

But in the rapture of the higher vision 
‘Sweep back my songs, and true to that remain. 
7 —M. E. B. Everett. 
— oer 
A Letter from the Editor. 
Onset Bay, Mass., August 10, 1887. 

My Dear Frienns: You hav been in my 
mind many times since arriving at this popu- 
lar and lovely summer resort, and to-night I 
feel "impressed," as the mediums say, to 
write you a letter. Our little family is charm- 
ingly domiciled in a wee birds'-nest of a cot- 
tage on a street just a little way off from the 
“plank walk," or, to speak more preten- 
tiously, the South Boulevard. On the right 
is a good view of the blue waters of the bay, 
backed by a grove of fine young oaks. On 
the left, and adjoining our cottage, is another 
grove of young pines and oaks intermingled, 
under the branches of which swing two stout 
hammocks. West Central avenue runs past 
the grove, and on either side, like pretty 
martin boxes, are cunning little summer 
homes, peopled by good-hearted men and 
women, little children, cats, and dogs, and 
squirrels in the trees outside. They all enjoy 
life immensely, or appear to, especially the 
squirrels. I guess they do, without any make- 
believe. Certainly, the hours slip by very 
quickly and delightfully, and night comes 
altogether too soon. 

Of course, you know this place is, besides 
being à summer watering-place, a Spiritual- 
istic camp-ground, and ‘‘Spiritual” meetings 
are held here nearly every day. Then, too, 
there are many people here who are known 
as mediums, and profess to hold personal 
conversations with those whom we call dead, 
who not only declare they see such, but show 
them to others in bodily form. While enjoy- 
ing the natural beauties so lavishly displayed 
on all sides, you would naturally suppose 
I would try and find out all that is possible in 
regard to the various phenomena of this 
philosophy of Spiritualism. So I do; but, 
although seeing and hearing a great deal, 
and some things that I do not really under- 
Stand, as yet I am not positivly convinced 
that when one is dead helivs again. We all 
wish to believe it if it is true, but we do not 
like to believe a falsehood is a fact. At least, 
I do not. This is apparent—that there are 
those who simulate, who pretend they are 
ghosts, when they are simply flesh-and-blood 
people like you and others. It is a dreadfully 
wicked thing to do, but it is done, and I 
know it. They who do these things are 
tricksters, frauds, jugglers, who impose upon 
the credulous for the sake of getting money 
without earning it. 

You say such persons ought to be hanged. 
Well, I don’t know about that, but I would 
be glad to see them banished from civiliza- 
tion, and as soon as possible. It is not for 
me to say that these fraudulent operators do 


not indicate something genuin somewhere, 
and it is that which I am seeking. When I 
find it, I will let you know. Butit will hav 
to come in perfect accord with reason and 
every-day common sense, so that I may be 
sure that there is no humbug about it. 

The children of Onset are among its most 
pleasant features. ‘Out of school they run 
romp, dance,and sing,play hide-and-seek with 
birds and butterfles, gather wild flowers on 
land, shells on the strand, and frolic with the 
little fishes in the water. I miss some sweet 
faces that I met here in other seasons. Little 
Flossie Cassell is in California, and some 
other in different places. But Dora Butts is 
here, and Bessie Chase, too. Oscar C. runs 
about in his sailor suit, and Eliza Alexander 
still sells cakes and jelly rolls, that her 
mamma knows so well how to make. 

The other afternoon some children hada 
concert in the kitchen of a cottage just across 
the way. Maude and Georgie Gardner and 
Hattie Minzie were the principal performers, 
while Allie Minzie acted as manager. They 
had a table covered with, a blanket for a plat- 
form, and the girls, in long dresses, queer 
hats, and funny sashes, sang and recited very 
prettily. The audience was not large, but 
very enthusiastic. The price of admission to 
this concert was two cents, and all felt that 
they had received their money’s worth. I 
am sure I did for one. 

An hour later. The night is a gem of love- 
liness. The lights twinkle all about amid the 
trees, in cosy summer homes, the sky is 
thickly studded with stars of wonderful 
brightness, and the air is just cool enough to 
be comfortable. I hav been sitting on the 
piazza listening to cornet music from some 
one in a boat out on the bay, and hav just 
come inside to say that I wish you were all 
here to enjoy this favored spot with me, so 
I could whisper good-night to you all and 
pleasant dreams. Your sincere friend, 

S. H. W. 
— er 
Memory Gems. 


From the Works of Thomas Paine. To be 
learned and recited by the children. 


Titles are but nicknames, and every nick- 
name is a title. 

Persecution is not an original feature in àny 
religion; but it is always the strongly-marked 
feature of all law-religions, or religions 
established by law. 

Such is the irresistible nature of truth, that 
all it asks, and allit wants, is the liberty of 
appearing. ; 

The more perfect civilization is, the less 
occasion has it for government, because the 
more does it regulate its own affairs, and 
govern itself. 

All the great laws of society are laws of 
nature. 

All hereditary government is in its nature 
tyranny. 

Experience in all ages, and in all countries, 
has demonstrated that it is impossible to con- 
trol nature in her distribution of mental 
powers. 

The representativ system takes society 
and civilization for its basis; nature, reason, 
and experience for its guide. 

Nations can hav no secrets; and the 
secrets of courts, like those of individuals, 
are always their defects. 

When, in countries that are civilized we 
see age going to the workhouse, and youth 
to the gallows, something must be wrong in 
the system of government. 

These are the times that try men's souls. 
The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot 
will, in this crisis, shrink from the service of 
his country; but he that stands it now de- 
serves ihe love and thanks of man and 
woman. 

What we obtain too cheap we esteem too 
lightly. 

Ilove the man that can smile in trouble, 
that can gather strength from distress, and 
grow brave by reflection. 

"Tis the business of little minds to shrink ; 
but he whose heart is firm, and whose con- 
science approves his conduct, will pursue his 
principles unto death. : j 

A traitor is the foulest fiend on earth. 

S. H. W. 
LL 4 -———— —Á 
Correspondence. 


Camptown, Aug. 8, 1887. 
Dear Miss Wixos: I think the Children's 
Corner is very nice. My grandpa takes Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER; he livs next house below us. 
I was ten Jast July. I hav two brothers 
older than I, John and Fred. Fred has 
* Apples of Gold." We liv in the hotel. 
Mamma has five birds. I think the pictures 

are very nice in Tug TRUTH SEEKER. 
Yours truly, GoncE M. REED. 


‘Science Column. 


Liberal Lesson Leaves. 


PHYSIOAL SERIES.—NO. 7. FOROE AND MOTION 
(CONTINUED). 
48. Newton’s Laws of Motion.—Newton's 
three laws of motion are the following : 
I. :* Every body continues in its state of 


rest or of uniform motion in a straight line, 


except in so far as it may be compelled by im- 
pressed forces to change that state." 

II. ** Change of motion is proportional to 
the impressed force, and takes place in the 
direction of the.straight line in which the 
force acts.” 

III. “To every motion there is always an 
equal and contrary reaction; or, the mutual 
actions of any two bodies are equal and op- 
positly directed in the same straight line." 

The first of these laws is owing to the 
property of inertia (11). The second enables 
us to measure forces, and also shows that the 
effect of a forceis the same, whether it acts 
on & large ór small body, and whether the 
body be in motion or at rest. .The third we 
will consider later. f 

49. Remarks. — Force produces or alters 
momentum. Any force acting on any body 
at rest, but free to move, will set the body in 
motion, and impart to it a momentum which 
depends upon the force and the time it acts. 

The momentum imparted by a given force 
in a given time is the same, no matter what 
size the body it acts upon may be. In some 
cases a force may be applied to a body with- 
out moving it; the reason is that the force is 
opposed by another force equal to the first, 
which is therefore neutralized. "Thus, when 
we try to lift à body which is too heavy, we 
fail to move it because the body is attracted 
to the earth by the force of gravitation, but if 
thelifting force be increased so that it ex- 
ceeds the force of gravity, then the body will 
be lifted. We may pull on a string without 
breaking it, because the force which tends to 
break the string is opposed by another force 
which tends to hold it together; but if the 
first force be increased so that it exceeds the 
other, then the string will break. 

50. Measure of Forces.—Forces are meas- 


.ured by the momentum they are capable of 


producing in a unit of time. If the body be 
of unit mass, the force is measured by the 
velocity produced, for the momentum is 
equal to the velocity since the mass is one. 

51. Unitsof Force.—'l'he dyne is the C. G. S. 
unit of force. It a force which acting on one 
gram of matter for one second will impart to 
it a velocity of one centimeter per second; in 
other words, a dyneis a force which produces 
one C. G.S. unit of momentum in one second. 

Another class of units are called gravity 
units; they will serve for ordinary purposes, 
but are not perfectly definit, for the force of 
gravity varies slightly at different places. 
On this system we speak of a force of a gram, 
kilogram, ounce, pound, etc.; we mean a 
force equal to that of gravity on the quantity 
of matter named. The force of gravity on a 
milligram is a little less than a dyne. 

52. Action and Reaction.—W hen one body 
acts upon another, the second acts upon the 
first; this action of the second body is called 
reaction. Action and reaction are equal and 
contrary. 

If you hit a stone with your hand, the re- 
action of the stone makes you feel the blow; 
it is the same as if the stone struck your 
hand. Throw a piece of glass'on the ground 


‘and the reaction of the ground will break the 


glass. 

Haperiments.—Drop a rubber ballon the 
floor, and the reaction of the floor will cause 
the ball to bounce up again. This experi- 
ment also illustrates the reflection of motion 
(46). Children who play marbles are famil- 
iar with the collision of bodies; they know 
how, sometimes, when they strike one glass 
ball with another, nearly all the moton of 
the first is given to the second, the first com- 
ing to rest ; and at other times both marbles 
move on, but not so fast as the first was mov- 
ing before the collision. 

Collision balls are balls hung upon strings, 
80 that when one is pulled aside and then 
released it will strike another ball. If the 
balls be made of ivory or some other elastic 
Substance, the first ball will come to rest 
when it strikes the second, and the second 
will move on; but if they be made of some 
inelastic material, such as clay, both balls will 
move after the collision, but with reduced 
velocity. 

58. Formula.—The following formula may 
be used to solve problems. Remember that 
the letters stand for the value of forces, veloc- 


ities, etc., and that when two or more letters 
1 


are written together the numbers they stand 
for are to be multiplied; and when they are 
written in the form of fractions, the upper 
part is to be divided by the lower. Let the 
mass be represented by m, the velocity by v, 
the force by f, and the time by t: 

my 

T^ 

Gzo. G. GRowER. 


fe ., mv 
uS 


QUESTIONS : 
Norg.— The best example of a constant 
force is that of gravity. We will assume that 
gravity will impart to any falling body a ve- 
locity of 980 cm. or of 32 ft. for each second, 
which is about the correct value. 

1. What will be the velocity of a body after 
falling 8 seconds? A. 2,040 cm. or 96 ft. per 
sec. 

2 What is the force of gravity on 1 gram? 
A. 980 dynes. : . 
8. On 1.000 grams? A. 980,000 degrees. 

4. The force of gravity on a certain body 
was 1.960 dynes. In three seconds the body 
was falling with a velocity 2.940 cm. per sec.; 
what was the mass of the body? A. By the 
formulam f Ed 2 grams. 

5. Force is 9,800, time 5 seconds, mass 10 
grams; required the velocity. A. v= 2 = 
28:5 — 4.900 cm. 

6. Mass was 10 kg; after falling 4 seconds 
velocity was 89.2 m. What was the force of 
gravity? A. f= TT = Innen — 9,800,000 
dynes. ` : 

7. The force of gravity on 2 grams is 1.960 
dynes, the velocity acquired in falling was 
7.840 cm. per sec. How long was the body in 
falling? A. t — SY = 23 _ 8 seconds. 

8. Suppose a force of 200 dynes acts for 3 
seconds on a mass of 10 grams: What would 
be the velocity ? A. 60 cm. per second. 

— 91 .,9———————— 
Wise Words. 

He who forgivs is victor in the dispute. 

Most men know what they hate, few what 
they love. 

Habits are soon assumed; but when we 
strive to strip them off, "tis being flayed 
alive. 

Man must work. He may work grudg- 
ingly or gracefully. He may work as a man 
or a machine. 

The infinitly greatest confessed good is neg- 
lected to satisfy the successiv uneasiness of 
our desires pursuing trifles. 

True glory takes root and even spreads; 
all false pretense, like flowers, fall to the 
ground; nor can any counterfeit last long. 

The love of reading enables à man to ex- 
change the wearisome hours of life, which 
come to everyone, for hours of delight. 

We seidom condemn mankind till they hav 
injured us, and when they hav, we seldom do 
anything but detest them for the injury. . 

It may serve as a comfort to us all in our 
calamities and affliction, that he that loses 
anything and gets wisdom bj it is a gainer 
by the loss. 

There are two sides to all memories, & 
bright side and a dark side; and the gain or 
loss from a memory depends on the side of it 
which we hav in our minds as it is recalled 
by us. 

He who is sympathetic has his entrance 
into all hearts, and is the solver of all human 
preblems. To him is given dominion where 
he thinks to serve; and the love which he 
gives without stint, as without calculation, he 
receives back without measure, as without. 
condition. 

Playiug Fool, 

An industrious young shoemaker fell into 
the habit of spending much time in a saloon 
near by. One by one his customers began to 
desert him. When his wife remonstrated 
with him for so neglecting his work for the 
saloon, he would carelessly reply: '* Oh! I've 
just been down a little while playiag pool." 
His little two-year-old caught the refrain, and 
would often ask: ** Is you goin’ down to play 
fool, papa?" This made a deep impression 
on the shoemaker, as he realized that the 
question was being answered in the falling 
off of his customers and the growing wants 
of the household.: He resolved again and 
again to quit the pool-table, but weakly 
allowed the passion of play to hold him a 
time. Finally he found himself out of work, 
out of money, and out of flour. Sitting on 
his bench one afternoon, idle and despondent, 
he was heard to exclaim, ‘No work again 
to-day; what I’m to do I don't know." 
** Why, papa,” prattled the baby, “can’t you 
run down and play fool some more?” ‘Oh! 
hush, you poor boy," groaned his father, 
shame-stricken. ‘‘ Thats just the trouble. 
Papa has played fool too much already." 
But he never played it again, and to-day his 
home is comfortable and happy once more.— 
Temperance Banner. 
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Ingersolls Works. 


Ihe Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 


In five lectures, comprismg, “The Gods,” 
* Humboldt,” “ Thomas Paine,” “* Individual- 
ity,” and * Heretics and Heresies.” 

Che Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: “The Ghosts,” * Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” ‘* The Declaration of In- 
dependence,” “About Farming in Illinois," 
©The Grant Banquet,” “The Kev, Alexander 
Olark,” “The Past Bises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and ** A Tribute to Ebon C, Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25. 


interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cta; 
plain cloth, $1.25. 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


;Q per, 25 cents. a, 

The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 

` 10 cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 

large, clear type, and containing as much as 

be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 

This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 

Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 

- & Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Fran iscan. 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen‘: 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

, Millions of these should be circulated. 

Vindication of Tnomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 


Address on the Civit Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents, 


Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. . 
ound in one volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr. Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on ‘ Ortho- 
dozy. bound ín one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
. pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 
Tributes. There hav been so many 
ppblications for Mr. Ingersoll’s “Tribute to 
8 Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 
“Little Harry Miller’s Grave,” that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
to any address, for 50cts, or either one for 15cts. 
Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book isa gem. It is a model in every re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated “ Decoration Day Oration,” never. be- 
fore published, and all the famous * tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versationa of the author, The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help 1$ serve this 
arpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
Price,in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and site, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


Life. Prose Poem. Printed in 
eolors on board, beveled gilt edges. 50 cents. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
boudoir, $1; cabinet. 40 cents, 
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J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 


Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality ; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Chureh and Scie uce; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform ; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
„Church and the Republic. : 

Bible Morais. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating: Theft an bbery ; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Uuhinaness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy: Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 
and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Bunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
abb ath during the Middle Ages: The Puritan 

abbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
cholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 25 cents; six copies, $1.00. 

Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the stor: 
of the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Choice extracts from ** Common Sense,” 
** American Crisis," **Hightsof Man,” and “Age 
of Reason " are given ; also, tributes to Paine's 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressiy for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing & handsome 
steel portrait of Paime. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 


delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention, January 29. 1884. Price. 


10 cents. 
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RUPTURES CUREDS 


myMedical Compound and Improved 
Elastic Supporter Truss in from 309 
90 days. i end 


Re lable relerences given, L 
stamp for circular, aud say in what paper 
A ime mY advertisement. Address Capt 


W. A. Collings, Smithville, Jefferson Qo, af. 


SUE 


Epelsge rel ege 
RATE 


SESESRE 


LITTLE 


fet 


gages 


E (ee SeSeges 
Wrenn mmm mm menm m 


BIBIBHINIBIBUSDEDRITEUBIBHEDRDNITIBIBIBIBISIBIIANSHSIREIIEINIBIRIHBIAT RUE! 


esset 


Te) 


Ses Es2ee 


Ee ESE EE E 


E 


NEW 


DTLTTETT TTLTTESTE TETTE EIE TIE HEEITETTEETE TI 


SEE ETE 


IEHURPRPTERETETPIITTIUTITTIL EL IILDETILIL UE TG ee Ce TIE LL IC) 


FOR 


By AUNT ELMINA 


(Mrs. E. D, SLENKER). 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


FOLKS. 


TOO Rh ie Le 


YORK: 


DTU LER LU EE LEUR LEO LER CUR EU HE UR M EU LER LI 


gels 


I. N. BAKER, 


and Prínted by Permission of 
the Author. 


PRICE, 


WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


Was Jesus an Impostor? A debate between a 
Scotch novelist, Agnes Rollo Wilkie, and Arthur 


B Moss. The best conducted debate of modern 
imes. 180 pp., 25 cts. The Mirror of Free- 
thou 50 ct&. The Bible and Darwinism. | 


g 

25 cts. Biblical Errors and Secniar Truths. 
ets, Two Revelations. 5etr. Bible Horrors; or, 
Real Biarphemy. 5 cts. Bible Makers. 5 cts. 
Bible Saints—Nos. 1, 2, and 3. Each 5 cts. Moses 
vs. Darwin, 5cts Socrates, Dnddha, and Jesus. 
sets, Christianity a Degrading Religion. 
Fictitions Gods. 5 ctx. Natural Man. 
The Old Faith and the New. 5 cta. i 
Spinoza. 5o0ts; Th. Bible God and Hòs Favorits. 
bets. Mirscle-Workers, 5cet&. Health. Wealth, 
and Happiness. 5cts. The Brain and the Soul. 
beta, Nature and the Gods. 5cts. Design and 
Natural Selection. 5cts. Man and the Lower 
Animals, 5 cts. 

Address Watts and Oo., 17 Johnson’s Court» | 


E.C., Londvn, Eng. 


Reported for the * Truth Seeker” by 


GHE ONLY GORREGR 


NEw YORK: 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


5 cts. | 
5 cts. : 
Benno and ; 


EDITION, 


5 CENTS. 


Bible Temperance: 


LIQUOR DRINKING 


‘Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
by the Bible 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


This is a companion book to Remsburg’s ** Bible 
Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents, : 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE WATCH OF THE FUTURE. 


The new, latest improved 14 karat filled gold 
watches are the best and moet durabie in the 
world for little money. Prices again reduced. 
Seven jewels, $25; 11 jewels, $27 50; 15 jewels, $30. 
Same, adjust d to beat and cula, $34. Ladies’, 7 
J:weled, $20; 11, $22; 15, 128; with giuss inside Caps 
$3 iess; Louis XLV. sts 1e, 33 more; all best Ameri- 
Cab buvtivg BSicDu)-Windeis; open face, gold cap, 
$3 less; opeu screw Cabe. $5 less; all cases accom- 
Panied by manufacturer's and my guarantee for 
20 years. Above movements in 8 ounce silver 
Cases, $13 lore; 4 ouuce. $12 less ; 5 Ou nce: $10.50 ; 
and 6 ounce, $9 iess, All guaranteed one year and 
seut prepaid. if on hue of American Express 
office or per registered mail, subject to approval, 
and cash refunded if nor satisfactory. 

WATCH 


Send me your watches to be repaired. Inclose 
$1 for cleannig : springs, $1; jewels, $1, and I will 
return in perfect order prepaid. Best spectacles 
or eyeglasses in the word, $1, prepaid in case. 
Send line finest print you can read 14 inches from 
eyes without glasses. OTTO WET'IS:EIN, 

A Rochette, Ill. 

Agents wanted to sell my beautiful Freethought 
badge-pins and charms, and. to send watch work 
in lots. Liberal aiscounts. 


EARNEST WORDS. 


A 
NEW MONTHLY MAGAZINE 


(Now in Press.) 


Its primary purpose to promote Human Improve- 
ment and advanceal! Real Reform. DR. EMMET 
DENSMORE, DR. HELEN DENSMORE, Editors. 
8. H. PRESTON, Associate Editor. One Year, 
One Dollar ; Six Months, F.fty Cents; Oue Month, 
Ten Cents. Send stamp for sample copy. Address 
EARNEST WORDS PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
1898 Broadway, New York City, N. Y. 3.34 


Inzersolls Tributes. 


REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll's at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: 

The Vision of War, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 

Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 
The price of these hei etofore has been 75ets. We 
offer them at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; THE 
THREE FOR FORTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

s 28 Lafayette PL. New York. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Oloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Mis& Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


ROMANIS M, 


OR 


DANGER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


- 40 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


TRE STHUGGLE 
XOR 
7! a n Li Li 
Re igious and Politica! Liberty. 
In which the author shows the repeated attempts 
of men ^f every age to acquire greater political 
hberty ; also vigorously attacks the very founda- 
tion of the relizion of every age; dwelhug at 
length upon tne wrongs of Ireland, aud; in detail- 
ing the account of slavery iu this country. calls 
tbe attention of thinkig men aud women to the 
position of womantind in America. Throughout 
the work is replete with asrounding facts and 
weighty arguments which cannot fai to interest 
the minds of this age. 
By THEO. C. SPENCER. 
Cloth, 12:no , 138pp., price 75 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA, 


Published at Hammonton, N. J, Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland. Editors; Jos, Burgher and 
F L. browne, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter. 
prise,the Credit Foncier of Sinaioa, and generally 
to the practical solution of the probiem of Integra 

fi».^ne*&ation. Price, $1 à year; 50 centa fer six 
months, 9* aanta for thron mantha 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


85 Cents Each. 
Address TFE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 


BY ROBERT OC. ADAMS. 
Oloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office, 
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A Cruise on the Gil Blas. 


An Editor of my acquaintance, in partner- 
ship with a young bank clerk named Smith, 
sails a yacht, habitually, in the waters of the 
East river and Long Island sound. The 
name of the yacht is the Gil Blas—pro- 
nounced Hiel Blas, and called Gilly for short. 
On a recent Saturday the Editor invited me 
to go sailing with him. The yacht lay in 
Echo bay at New Rochelle, seventeen miles 
from New York, and the Editor promised to 
meet me at the Grand Central Depot so we 
could go out together. It was a muggy day 
when I took the horse-cars at Eighth street, 
and before I reached the depot a car-horse 
dropped, overcome by the humidity. I got 
there a little too late to see my train go out, 
but in good season for the next one. The 
Editor hadn't waited for me. and I went to 
New Rochelle alone. It is a historic town, 
and contains the old Paine farm and the 
Paine monument, but the cars don't go 
within & mile of Echo bay, and that distance 
I footed. From a bluff in Hudson Park I 
saw the Gil Blas rocking at anchor, looking 

. something like a white duck in a mill-pond. 
A small yawl, painted to match the yacht, 
floated alongside at the end of a boom. A 
yellow signal with a red crescent in the mid- 
dle waved from the masthead ; a little brass 
cannon glinted across the starboard rail; a 
sailorfied Chap in a seaman’s cap (rhyme not 
intentional) sat forward on the roof of the 
cabin; and, resting his arms on the main 
boom and gazing shoreward through a binoc- 
ular glass, I recognized the Editor himself. 
After striking several attractiv attitudes, 
waving my hat, wiping the perspiration from 
my brow, and adding such other gestures as 
I thought would probably lead to my identi- 
fication, I was pleased to see the Editor get 
into the yawl and commence making demon- 
strations toward the shore. He took me on 
board the yawl and thence to the Gil Blas. 

The Gilly is & keel sloop twenty-five or 
thirty feet in length and nine in width, with 
four sails—mainsail, topsail, staysail, and 
jib. She needs five feet of good water to sail 
in, and has some thirty inches of freeboard, 
as they call that part of a vessel’s side which 
is above water. In the center is a cabin ten 
feet long and six wide, with a snug forecastle 
or galley or kitchen forward, and lockers 
along both sides and aft. On both sides are 
cushioned seats, dubbed transoms, to sit or 
sleep on, between which is a short table that 
stands on two legs screwed into the floor, 
and shuts up like a lemon.squeezer. The 
chap sitting on the roof was Ollick, a Finnish 
sailor. He is the crew of the Gil Blas. He 
has sailed in deep water on square-riggers 
and. fore-and-afters, and knows all about 
working a vessel, but the occupation he 
dotes on seems to be rubbing up the brass- 
work, scouring the lamps, polishing the little 
cannon, and cleaning the paint and varnish. 
In conversation he is profane beyond the 
bounds of necessity. It grieved me to hear 
him do so much swearing when there was 
apparently no occasion for it; it looked as if 
he was wasting italics that would be needed 
in a emergency. 


The Editor dressed me in a flannel shirt, a 
slouch hat, and soft slippers.that wouldn’t 
scratch the deck, and gave me some refresh- 
ment. Then we sat down and waited for 
Partner Smith, who came later. Smith, and 
the Editor, and the crew are three quite dis- 
similar persons. The Editor is inclined to be 
fat, and follows his inclination in that regard. 
Smith’s tendency to be lean is gratified; 
while the crew is small, and short, and lithe. 
They also hav different methods of making 
their several ways about the boat. Smith 
scrambles there, the editor rolls and slides 
there, and the crew squirms his way about. 
I introduced a new method by making a 
sprawl in the general direction, and then 
gathering myself up. This system affords 
great facilities for holding on. 

At 5 o'clock we made sail. It was under- 
stood that, so far as I was concerned, this 
was to be a pleasure excursion, and myself a 
mere passenger, but I consented to help hoist 
the anchor. I pulled at the cable with much 
energy, and sat down with the regulation 
thud when the anchor finally consented to let 
go the bottom. If it had been a cork it 
couldn’t hav bobbed. to the surface any 
quicker that it did when it had once made up 
its mind to rise. Just asI struck the deck 
Smith yanked the cannon lanyard and let off 
the gun with a bang; Ollick hoisted the 
staysail, and the editor hauled the main boom 
close aboard. The wind came from the side, 
and the boat suddenly careened half over. 
With the noise of the gun and the tipping of 
the boat I concluded that my sudden sitting 


down had started every timber in the craft, 
but as the others showed no excitement I 
concealed my surprise and got to a safe place 
by the sprawling method I hav mentioned. 
The Editor was holding the tiller and looking 
aloft with a professional and critical eye, and 
Ollick and Smith were calmly coiling down 
ropes. J] afterward learned that the gun was 
fired as a parting salute to Echo bay, andI 
found out before the cruise was over that the 
Gilly never sailed on an even keel. -In order 
to do herself justice she must hav her lee rail 
about six inches under water. 

We headed for Oyster bay, an arm of the 
sound that indents the north shore of Long 
Island twenty miles from New Rochelle. 
The sail was without incident, but not with- 
out interest, especially tothe passenger. The 
loose ends of ropes had a way of tying them- 
selvs up into bowlines and lassoing his feet, 
and the boom lay in wait for his head and 
gave it a good thump whenever it got a 
chance. The greater part of the time the 
deck sloped to leeward at about the pitch of 
an ordinary shingled roof, but lacked its 
stability, having a compound motion impos- 
sible to follow. A seat beside the rudder 
post offered the best advantages as to per- 
manence, but those advantages were some- 
what lessened by the slack of the sheet coil- 
ing itself about the passenger’s legs, the tiller 
striking him in the stomach, and the boom 
getting a crack at his head whenever the boat 
went off on a fresh tack. 

About dark the Gilly was off the bluff that 
guards the entrance to Oyster bay. It was 
known that there were in the vicinity certain 


‘buoys to be rounded and certain shoals and 


reefs to be avoided, but exactly where they 
were located nobody aboard was prepared to 
say. Smith, therefore, went below, and pro- 
ceeded to overhaul the chart, the result of 
his endeavors going to prove that while those 
hydrographic objects were readily located on 
parchment, it was quite another thing to pick 
them up in a waste of water whose surface 
had a monotonous and uninteresting same- 
ness as far as the eye could reach. In antici- 
pation of having to sail by chart, the binnacle, 
containing the compass, was rowsed out by 
Ollick, and placed where the Editor, who 
was steering, could keep his eye on it; but it 
is worthy of note that no buoys were sighted, 
and that if.there were shoals in the way of 
the Gilly, she sailed over them without 
touching. 

We dropped anchor in Oyster bay at 10 
o’clock that night, and the deck came once 
more to a level. Ollick inserted himself into 
various lockers and boxes, and brought forth 
potatoes and meat, and bread and butter and 
coffee, put an iron chimney on the stove in the 
forecastle, started a fire, and directly set forth 
a toothsome meal on the table in the cabin. 
The passenger, who had hitherto been inactiv, 
now displayed a renewed interest in the pro- 
ceedings, and his achievements at that little 
table were entered on the log of the Gil Blas. 
A previous entry showed that somebody 
named S. P. Putnam had been similarly 
honored. 

Before going to bed the passenger mounted 
to the roof of the cabin, and took a confident 
header into Oyster bay, as a preliminary to a 
contemplated swim. Owing to the shallow- 
ness of the water, he was enabled to make 
the valuable scientific discovery that the 
bottom there was formed chiefly of aluminal 
deposits and other ingredients which go to 


„make up an unusually hard kind of clay. 


These mineralogical specimens were after- 
ward removed from his hair by means of 
a comb, and examined at leisure. 

The passenger slept that night on one end 
of the port transom, the Editor occupy- 
ing the other end. As the transom is nine 
feet long and the combined length of the 
occupants something over eleven, there was 
a tangled-up mass of feet in the center. How- 
ever, the sleep of the passenger must hav 
been uncommonly deep and satisfying, as he 
got enough of it by 4 o’clock the next morn- 
ing and at that hour went on deck. The 
water looked cool and inviting, so, slipping off 
his night clothes, he dropped over the side. 
After swimming about for a while, and satis- 
fying himself that his natatorial powers were 
still retained, he concluded to go back on 
board. Then he made the discovery that it 
was somewhat easier to get into the water 
from the Gil Blas than to get onto the Gil 
Blas from the water. Her rail was above his 
reach, and after jumping forit and catching 
it just as he had exhausted the strength which 
he had need of to pull himself aboard, he 
hung on the side of the boat like the fender 
of a tug, and called vociferously to the Editor 
to come and pull him abroad. The literary 
man was aroused at length, but not until the 


occupants of the neighboring yachts, some of 
whom were females,had come on deck and lev- 
eled their glasses at the victim. Observing this, 
the man overboard swam around to the other 
side, where the Editor reached down a friendly 
hand and took him in. Smith protruded his 
head through the cabin hatch long enough 
to inquire why the passenger hadn't. climbed 
up the bobstay, as he might easily hav done, 
and then went back tosleep. The passenger 
then got a field glass, and sitting down in the 
cockpit, proceeded very collectedly to famil- 
iarize himself with his audience on the other 
yachts, observing which the ladies retired. 

_ After a breakfast as hearty as the supper 
had been, we got out of Oyster bay, and 
started for New York, with a fair wind and 
sun right behind us. Perhaps it wasn’t hot 
and perhaps the passenger didn’t get his hands 
and his face burnt, and his neck girdled, but 
appearances were otherwise. There was 
shade on one side, but there was.spray there 
also, and the water squirted through the scup- 
pers in a moist, disagreeable way. Ollick, 
dressed in simply undershirt and trousers, 
was everywhere with bucket and sponge, 
sloshing and swabbing right andleft. Then 
followed a scouring process that left every 
piece of brass on the boat so bright that it 
shot back the rays of the sun in dazzling little 
streaks; and, the angle of reflection being 
equal to the angle of incidence, as Mr. Grower 
has explained, one of these streaks met the 
passenger in the eye, no matter which way he 
looked. When Ollick had driven everyone 
three or four times around the yacht with his 
scrubbing things he disappeared in the fore- 
castle, and when he again emerged he was 
very gorgeous in & white shirt with navy blue 
collar, cuffs, and bosom, duck trousers, white 
as snow, and sailor cap. Hetook a seat for- 
ward, and was for some time an object of 
deep admiration to the passenger. 

Smith brought & copy of the Christian ai 
Work aboard to counteract what he calls the 
Atheism of his shipmate. It is a peculiarity 
of both Smith and the Editor that each re- 
gards the other asa Jonah. Smith attributes 
all bad luck to the baneful influence of un- 
belief, and the Editor thinks that superstition 
is at the bottom of it. "Smith is something of 
a vocalist. He has a strong bass voice that 
issues from his elongated larynx with the 
vibrating effect of a whistling buoy and 
shakes him like a reed whenever he exercises 
it. He got himself in the proper frame of 
mind by a close perusal, at frequent intervals, 
of the religious journal above mentioned, and 
then, grasping the mast to steady himself, he 
beguiled the tedium of the day by singing the 


‘appended cheerful verses : 


Sixteen men on a dead man’s chest ! 
Yo! ho, ho! and a bottle of rum! 
The devil and drink did for the rest ! 
Yo! ho, ho! and a bottle of rum! 


For they drank and drank, and got so drunk, 
Yo! ho, ho! and a bottle of rum ! 

Each from the dead man bit a chunk ! 
Yo! ho, ho! and a bottle of rum! 


The bottle burst and the men accurst— 
Yo! ho, ho! and a bottle of rum! 

Sucked his blood to quench their thirst ! 
Yo! ho, ho! and a bottle of rum ! 


They sucked his blood and crunched his bones! 
Yo! ho, ho! and a bottle of rum ! 

When suddenly up came Davy Jones ! 
Yo! ho, ho! and a bottle of rum ! 


* My men,” says he; “you must come with me !” 
Yo! ho, ho! and a bottle of rum! 
And he grinned with a horrible kind of glee! 
Yo! ho, ho! and a bottle of rum ! 


Davy Jones had a big black key ! 
Yo! ho, ho! and a bottle of rum! 
It was for the locker beneath the sea! 
Yo! ho, ho! and a bottle of rum! 


He winked and blinked like an owlina tree! | 
Yo! ho, ho! and a bottle of rum! 

And he sunk ’em all to the bottom of the sea! 
Yo! ho, ho! and a bottle of rum ! 

Now alltake warning by this ’ere song ! 
Yo! ho, ho ! and a bottle of rum ! 

Never drink whisky so devilish strong ! 
Yo ! ho, ho! and a bottle of rum! 


Having rounded the bluff and pointed to- 
ward home, we had the wind and tide dead 


against us, and all day long we cut the 
waters of Long Island sound into saw-teeth 


-beating down toward that estuary called the 


East river. A lubberly schooner tried to ac- 
company us, the captain of which was the 
most diabolically mean man Lever saw. He 
blanketed us with his patched and slovenly 
sails whenever he had a chance, and he 
would heave to and wait for us in order that 
the chance might occur often. Finally we 
left him astern, and he went on his evil and 
malicious way. Later on a_big-sailed cat- 
boat came down toward us with the breeze 
and rounded up to windward of us, where 
he lay back stiff for a race. It would hav 
been more polite of him, according to marine 
etiquet, to go to leeward, and Smith reminded 


him of that fact in rather plain language. 
He didn’t appear to be a gentleman, though, 
and held on. The weather was squally 
and Smith had ordered our. topsail in, 
but this fellow’s breach of good manners 
awoke the yachtsman’s instinct in him, and 
in & moment Ollick had monkeyed up the 
mast and reset the sail. The Gilly, feeling 
the increased pressure, dipped a little more 
of her rail under, gave her head a jaunty toss, 
and, kicking up her heels, began to forge 
through the water with a pleasing rustle. 
The fellow had the windward position of us, 
and his boat was & racing box, but in spite of 
all that we out-footed him. As we crossed 
his bows, and he dropped astern, Smith gave 
vent to some derisiv language, pointed out 
small and insignificant craft which he might 
tackle for a race with a reasonable prospect 
of success, and otherwise 80 harrowed up the 
man's feelings that he went about and put 
off in another direction. í 

After the squalls were over the wind died 
out entirely, and we had to anchor. to keep 
the Gilly from going backward. While we 
lay there Ollick got supper; then a little 
breeze ruffled the water, and, taking advan- 
tage of it, we bore down upon the anchorage 
of the Knickerbocker Yacht Club, of which. 
the Editor and Smith and the Gilly are mem- 
bers. It was dark when we got there; the 
tide was running like a mill-race, and the 
Gilly's buoy, to which she was in ihe habit of 
tying up, was surrounded by so many other 
yachts that she had to be warped in by pass- 
ing & line. from one boat to another, and 
finally to the buoy. During this process I 
found that I had done Ollick injustice in 
supposing that he had exhausted his powers 
of objurgation on the previous occasions that 
had drawn upon them. For, added to the 
perplexities of darkness, a stifling atmos- 
phere, and & rushing tide bearing us toward 
some black rocks that looked like the dis- 
colored teeth of dragons, & swarm of mus- 
ketoes settled down upon the devoted tar, 
and made life a burden; I may simply say 
that Ollick's profanity did the subject simple 
justice, and whenever he paused for breath 
the Editor took up the strain and enriched 
the air with his ornamental blasphemy. Smith 
is a member of the Congregational church, 
but he showed signs of satisfaction at hearing 
his sentiments expressed in so much better 
terms than he could command. I never saw 
so many musketoes before in my life. The 
air was thick with them, and their voracity 
was unbounded. To protect myself from 
them I lay flat upon the floor of the cabin, 
covering myself, head and heels, with a 
blanket, under which I sweltered until morn- 
ing broke, and then Ollick, his face and arms 
swollen from the bites of the pests, took us 
ashore, and we came to the city. All that 
day my chair in the TRUTH SEEKER office 
rocked and tipped with a compound motion, 
as though at sea, and I had only to close my 
eyes to find myself back upon the waters of 
Long Island sound, tossing and dipping 
among its restless waves. The click of the 
type as it went into the compositors’ sticks 
answered to the lap, lap of the water against 
the sides of the yacht, and upon opening my 
eyes the delusion was not the more readily 
dispelled when I observed that in the TRUTH 
SEEKER office and aboard the Gil Blas the 
same Editor sat at the helm. 

G. E. MAODONALD. 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLU'S 


Great Centennial Oration 


ON THE ? 
Declaration of Independence, 
2 ALSO THE 

Immortal Document, 
And the National Anthem entitled : 
"LAND OF LIBERTY." 


Price, 6 cts; 5 copies, 25 cts; 25 copies, $1. 


Address TRE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
38 Lafayette Place. New York. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Exact Ratios im Its 
Acquirement and Apportionment, 


. By J. K. INGALLS, 
Price, Cloth, =. >» $1 00, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28Lafayette Place, New York. 


REDUCED TO $1.00. l 
THE STORY HOUR. 
A Book for Children and Youth. 


BY MISS SUSAN H: WIXON. 
Over a hundred fine illustrations. 
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T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 
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Joseph Marsh, 


Thos. Foreman, 


Robt. G. Ingersoll’s 
OPENING SPHECH TO THE JURY 


* in the suit of the : 
Bankers? and Merchants’ Tele- 
graph Company 

- against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 


Bo many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that Tuz TRUTH BEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


QD Yr X7. Y YT X BY 
mes X "OUO LAI 
OR, 


The Church of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found & 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suff- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


S. P. Putnam’s Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story.’ Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
“ A prose epic of the war, rieh with incident 
and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 
„last with the living spirit of to-day."—JoAn 
Swinton’s Paper. r 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
ìn rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 

Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to mə, with extraordi- 
nary beauty."—Dx. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 
Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 

Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 
other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 

Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 


version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 


cents. 
For f the ab address 
, Foralofth A TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


MS 
GRAND, UPRIGHT 


Unrivaled in Tone, 


A 
| "Is 
Cor. S7th St. 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. 


hammer Logic unsurpassed.” 
silk cloth, $3. 


Deity Analyzed and the Devil’s De- 
fense. A thorough analysis of the 


claims for the existence of the Bible deity, and 
an examination in verse of the charges gener- 
ally brought against his Satanic majesty. 
12mo, 466pp., *1.50. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 


Infidel Death Beds. 
By G. W. FOOTE. 


Price, - - - - 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


HOW TO STRENGTHEN 
THE MEMORY; 


" OR, 
Natural and Scientific Methods of 
^ Never Forgetting. 
By M. L. HOLBROOK, M.D. 
19mo,160 pp. - ~ » = LOO 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
~ 88 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


“For Sledge- 


8vo., 833pp., 
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[ruth Seeker Annual 
dfreethinkers’ Almanac, 
| 1887. 
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Freethought Abroad, - 


Putnam, - 


Factory & WAREROOMS, . 


CoN TENTS. 


Freethought in the United States, 1886, - 
Liberty. Address by Grover Cleveland, 
The Coming Dawn. By D. Louis Bodge, 


Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the 
States and Territories of the United States, 


The Right to Testify. By F. M. Holland, - 
The American Secular Union. By Samuel P. 


The Parson. A Story. By Si Slokum, 


NEW YORE: 


AND SQUARE. 


Touch and Workmanship. 


age? 


SO ‘Third SY ee Yoris. 


"The Public Schools 


: 3 
Catholic Church. 
—o— . 
By L. K. Washburn, 
5 pride 
EXTRACT. 

“TI could pronounce no benediction upon Ro- 
manism. lt h:s done mischief enough to deserve 
transportation for life. I regard Roman Chri- 
tianity as the worst form of tyranny. It com- 

! manda the arm to work and the brain t» die; it 
: feede faith and starves thought; it loves oepres- 
i sion and hates liberty. It has given falsehood a 
crown and truth a scaffold.” 
PRICE, 5 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 


Price 10 cents. 
Address Tug TRUTH SEEKER CoMPANY. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, itis now known to be the work of W. 
H. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cenis. 

| For sale at this office. 
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PRICH, 25 CENTS. 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Indnstrial Hall, Broad and. 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectnres and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rate 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere, could not write, 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Earl 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590.: By Wm. HENRY 
Burr. Price, 25 cents. 


For sale at this office. 


—- = 
* SHOPPEL'S MODERN HOUSES”? No. 8. 
(Published, July 1, 1888) CONTAINS: 
A colored frontispiece showing the modern style 
of painting. 

A cardboard supplement ingenionsly drawn and 
colored, to supply all the neccessary pieces, for 
constructing a model house with plain directions 
for putting them together. 

While the supplement affords both old and 
young the greatest amusement, it is more than a 
toy. Itis,in fact,a most practical lesson in Arch- 
itecture; a perfect, scaled model of one of our 
most popular designs, 80 exact that it is useful ta 

55 New Designs for Residences (cost varying from 

$500 to $15,000). 

2 New Designs for Barns. 

1 New Design for a Chapel. 

Drawings and description of a model Kitchen 

(by Maria Parloa) and a perfect Cistern. 

An Article on Villa Park Associations. 

BENT, POSTPAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRIOE, $1. 

Address 


THE CO-OPERATIVE BUILDING PLAN ASSO'N, 
191 Broadway (Box 2702), New York. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of nil Anti-Bibli- 
eal Works, 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


“The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, eure Bix copies 


THE CRISIS. 


By Thomas Paine. 
Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more suck 
flaming arguments . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on ‘the propriety of a sepa- 


ration.” 
Price, 35 cents. 


For either of these works, or any of Paine's 
writings. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


VOLT AIRES ROMANCES, 


: OONTENTS : 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.— Zadig 
or Fate. —The Sage and the Atheist. —Tho Princes. 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowus. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas.—. 
The World agit Goes.—The Black and the White 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome i2mo. 448 pages, laid PEE With 67 
opgravings. Price, cloth, beveled boards, $2,00. 
calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE DAWNING, 


A NOVEL. 


“Oh, heaven! Apollo is once more among the 
herdsmen of Ádmetus, and the herdsmen know 
not it is the Sun-god !" 


An octavo volume of nearly 400 pages, bound in 
cloth. Price, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Co. 
. i 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE : 
CONVENTIONAL TIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 

From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION. 
Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


WORKS OF O. B.. WHITFORD, M.D. 


Christianity a Reward for Crime. 
Authenticated by the Bible. 
Paper; 12mo, 29 pages, » * E 


10c. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
` And Its Errors Exposed. 
Paper, 12mo, 47 pages, E - - 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 256. 


15c 


A Masonie Vindieation of Right. 
A Protest Against Persecution. *g 
Paper,i2mo,86 pages - ~- ~- ~ -Ee 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. | 
28 Lafayette P1., New York 
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diews of the Week. 


AnROHBISHOP Exper ina recent address prof- 
fers the Catholic church as the workingmen's 
best friend, and urges them to beware of 
‘‘ the danger that there is, now that the day 

` has arrived in which the workingmen assert 
and maintain their rights, of forgetting re- 
ligious obligations." 


THE pope continues a 
determined struggle with 
Italy to get possession of 
a certain coveted ter- 
ritory. 

Sam Jones has diff- 
culty in filing all his 
numerous engagements ; 
special trains are run, 
and the audiences are 
prodigious. 

Dr. MoGtynn’s recent 
statement that the Ger- 
mans are attempting to 
Germanize the Catholic 
church in the Northwest 
is  extensivly — conira, 
dicted. : 


Fuars are expressed 
thàt the animosity being 
raised in the South by 
late resentful expressions 
in the North may lead 
to calamitous results in 
the event of a war with 
England. 


A Sr. PETERSBURG 
firm has equipped and 
started for Central Asia 
an expedition which will 
establish cotton planta- 
tions and make an analy- 
sis of the soil of Turkes- 
tan and the 'Trans.Cas- 
pian territories. 


Onx of the usual feeble 
periodical investigations 
is being made into the corruption of New 
York police courts that enables many of the 
worst criminals and leaders of ‘‘ gangs” to 
obtain release from jail through political 
‘* pulls ” as often as they are sent there. 


Tux Ute Indians in Colerado are commenc- 
ing hostilities, and troops hav been prepared 
to dispatch against them. { 


Last Sunday the Salvation Army, after 
holding services, attempted to march through 
Ocean Grove, N. J.; but was prevented by 
the police. 

Tux Socialists are commencing a violent 
warfare against Henry George and his fol- 
lowing for their attempt to expel the former 
from the United Labor party. 


Tue leader of the '* Whyos,” the worst 
gang of roughs in this city, was killed on the 
13th by a saloonkeeper whom he attacked in 
his own bar-room, breaking up the furniture 
and throwing bottles at the proprietor’s head. 


Ir is thought that Germany is deterred 
from declaring war only by the emperor's de- 
termination that no army shall go into the 
field without him. His ill health prevents his 
attendance at present, but trouble may be ex- 
pected to follow his death, and his condition 
is anxiously watched. 

On the night of the 10th a crowded ex- 

. cursion train of fifteen cars, from Peoria, Ill., 
to Niagara Falls, crashed into a burning 

: bridge near Piper City. The wreck was 
frightful, only four sleepirg cars remaining’ 
on the track. One hundred and eighteen 


jured numbered four times as many more. 


Ox the morning of the 9th, Willis McDear- 
mon, a school-teacher near Babattia, Tenn., 
found his school-house surrounded by a mob, 
who refused him admission on the ground that 
he was a Prohibitionist. McDearmon opened 
another school-house. The Anti-Prohibition- 
ists installed a new teacher,and pupils divided 
according to parents’ views on the question. 


Senator FR, just returned from a Euro- 
pean tour, says: ‘‘I found girls in factóriesin 
Venice working with great skill for from five 
to twelve cents a day, the most experienced 
getting twelve cents, out of which they had 
to liv ; but how they liv is a wonder. Farm 
hands all over Europe earn twenty cents a day. 
Women do most of the field work. Isaw 
noimprovéd machinery on the farms of the 
Continent. It seems certain that there must 
be a European war in the near future. The 
only way to avoid it is to disband the armies, 
and that can’t be done.” 


THE ORDER OP CREATION, 


Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, 
Linton, Revilic. 
On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
LD to OONTENTS: 
. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. Hon. 
Weise Worship, By Hon 
II. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 
preters of Nature. By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 
Ill. Postscript to Solar Myths. By Prof. Max 
uller. 


DP 


Odds and Ends. 


** Pa,” said a Second avenue boy, “I know what 
makes folks laugh in tbeir sleeves!” * Well, my 
son, what makes 'em?" *'*'Cause that’s where 
their funny-bone is.” 


He dropped his melon on the pave, 
And when it fell kerflummux, ` 
** Well, never mind," said he, “twill save 
A heap of trouble for our stomachs.” 


Forrman (to country editor): “Do you want 
the Rev. Mr. Goodman's sermon, ‘Feed My 
Lambs,’ to go on the editorial page?” Editor 
(absentmindedly): “No. Run it in the ‘Agricult- 
ural Department.’” 


THEIR Jove confessed, when ecstasy was o'er, 
And they had partially returned to reason, 
* Darling.” said he, * hast ever loved before?” 
“ Well, no," she angwered—"*' that is, not this sea~ 
son !” 


Finsr Omaha politician : “I’m afraid it’s all up 
with us, B 11." Second Omaha politician : “ What's 
the matter?" “The Wurid says the only two great 
issues of the future are labor and temperance.” 


i 8 La 


‘IY. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Tria}. 
i By Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 
. V. Dawn of Creation. An Answerto Mr. Glad- 
stone. By Albert Reville, D.D. . 
VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. By Prof, T. H. 


Huxley. : $ 

VII. A Protest anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
on 

This is a new book and contains the latest discus- 

i gion on the mistakes of Moses, The names of the 

i participants are a guarantee of its able character. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
fayette Pl.New York. 
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JACOB DECEIVES HIS FATHER, SWINDLES HIS BROTHER, AND TELLS LIES.—Gen. xxvii, 19, 20. 


hand me that bat, and I'll show you what your old 
father can do in the way of & home run. Pitch 
'em up there, boy." 


Tax milkmaid known in former days, 
If plain was not unbearable, 

And often won the poet's praise ; 
But the milk made now is terrible. 


Ir Ternyson got £60 for writing the ** Jubilee 
Ode,” how much were ten Wordsworth? What is 
your opinion of Edgar A. Poetry ? Why did Lau- 
rence Sterne instead of gomg stra ght? Not- 


‘| withstanding his name, Juseph never Addison, 


nor a daughter either, Wuat made Jonathan 
Swift, Richard Savage, Bishop Joun Stall, and 
Mrs. Barbauld? Way did Richa d Lovelace? 
What a reputation Sir Walter S:ott! Where did 
Edmund Waller? What sorrow caused Mrs. 


Fanny Steers? The writer Congreve over the, 
fact that these notes are no Whittier if it is” 


thought desirable. but it will be more to the point 
to promis, as be does faithfully; not to do so Han- 
nah More. 


IT was a New Bedford man who, when a terrible 
storm set 1n one night, rusbed into the house of a 
neighbor and cned ou, * Jones, this is the end- 

| ing up of earth!" * I'm afraid s0—I'm afraid so |” 
was the reply. ' And what shall wedo?’ *'Make 


“Great Jinks! An’ we must either work or stop! our peace with heaven!” Tue wind blew still 


drinkin’ to catch votes?” ** That'sjust it. Which 
shali we do, Bill?” * Commit suicide.” 


Omana man (at the circus}: “So you are king 
of the Cannibal Islands, eh? J bav always given 
freely to heathen missions, and am glad to see one 
of the brands snatched from the burning.” Can 
nibal king: * I came here to preach to you peo- 
ple. but wasinduced to travel for these kind men." 
* What did you expect to preach against?" 
* Against the use of tobacco? Most of the mis- 
sionaries you sent us had smoked all their lives.” 


. Ah, ha! 8o even you object to tobacco-amoking 


ministers?” ‘Yes, we don't want any more like 


j them. Tobacco spoils the soup.” 
bodies were taken from the ruins, and the in- |. 


“Sary,” said a Dakota man to his wife, “ did 
you take them ten bunches of wheat I brought in 
an’ put ’em all together an’ mix the roots all up, 
an’ plaster some mnd on 'em in good shape?” 
“Yes, I fixed em.” " Put the bunch.in the 
wagon, au’ L'll take it to town an’ giv it to the 
ed'tor an’ tell him it all grew from one seed. And 
then be will say in the paper that he ‘ was on 
Wednesday showed a stool of wheat by Farmer 
Doozenberry, in which there were over four hun- 
dred stalks an’ heads. This remark’ble product is 
all from one grain of seed. Dakoty agin the 
world! Next!” 


* HERE you are, are you, you young reprobate?” 
said Mr. Badgerly, as he came across his son play- 
ing base-ball on the common. ‘S§o.this is the 
way you spend the time that you ought to be put- 
ting in at school, is 1$? Here the teacher's been 
sendiug word wantin’ to know if you were sick, 
and Ive been hunting for you for the last hour. 
No, sir; I don't care if 1$ is your strike or whose 
strike it is. I won't hav any more of this blame 
nonsense. You just——" Here the boy made an 
ineffectual pass at the ball, and the old gentleman 
paused, “Great Scott!" exclaimed the old man 
under his breath, as be pulled off his coat, ^ how 
many more strikes you got?” * Two," replied the 
boy, who had retreated to a safer distance as he 
observed his father's preparations. ‘Well, just 


stronger, the house shook, and the caller ex- 
claimed, “Jones, you lost five bushels of wheat 
last fall?" “ Yes.” “And you hav your suspi- 
cions?” *Ihav, The man who took my wheat 
had better own up." * Can you forgiv him?” 
"T can.” * Well—-" Here the wind suddenly 
dropped, and after a look through the window 
the conscience-stricken man turned and finished, 
“Yes, if ever I meet him I'l advise him to call 
around P ` 


Waen the young debutante gets sight of a beau, 
Sne scarcely can peep through the leaves of her 
fan, . 

Her heart doth so flutter, her cheeks do so glow, 
As she asks, all a-trembling, ** Whois the man ?? 


Twenty doth bring her to years of discretion ; 
No longer she blushes, but changes her pian; 
With thoughts of the pocket, tLe place, the pro- 
fession, 
She questions the circle with, * What is the 
man?” 


At thirty, each day the thought dotb appal her, 
That hour by hour her roses grow wan, 
Her circle of lovers grows smai'er and smaller— 
She duns each deceiver with, " Which is the 
man?” 


Forty changes her tune, and, grown romantic, 
Deems it charming to simper as much as she 
can; 
Haunts watering-places, steams the Atlantic, 
For the query of life now 18, '* Where is the 
man?” —Lue. 


HISTORY 
OF THE 
INTELLECTUAL DEYELOPMENT 
of Europe. 
By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D. 


Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $5. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


|. Gems of Chonght. 


Ilrawcy Hesper would hav been a little shocked 
if one had called her an Atheist, She went to 
church most Sundays—when in the country; for, 
in the opinion of Lady Margaret, it was not dec- 
or: us there to omit the ceremony: where you hav 
influence, you ought to set a good example—of 
hypocrisy, namely! But if anyone had suggested 
to Hesper a certain old fashioned use of her cham- 
ber door, she would hav inwardly laughed at the 
atest absurdity.—Geo, Macdonaid, 


Man, know thyself—study 
thy body; its every law, and 
function, wuat 1t needs for 
food and drink, what it 
should. breathe avd how it 
should be clothed, what 
will develop ıt ın harmoni- 
ous proportions and how it 
may be clean and pure; 
study thy mind, the laws 
which govern thought, the 
highest uses which thought 
may be made to serve; 
study thy heart, what it is 
to love and to be loved, 
what 1t means to love not 
only persons, but truth, 
virtue, justice, as thy very 
self. And, having done all 
this, see how thy physical, 
thy affectional parts are so 
intimately interwoven that 
thou canst not draw a line 
of separation between them. 
See and know that thou art 
the temple of temples, 
whose incessant sacritice is 
ceaseless aspiration for di- 
vine ideals, a never-ending ` 
search for knowledge, and 
& warm, unbounded love. 
This surely is natural, prac- 
tical, universal religion. No 
Sect, no system, has pat- 
ented it. Is is equally nat- 
ural in all sects and under 
allsystems. No word signi- 
fying less than univercal 
will do for a prefix to 1t.— 
Frederic A. Hinck.ey, 


THERE is no need of pull- 
ing down Christianity any 
more—itisdown. Itis now 
in order to study it as we 
study the myths and sys- 
iems of Greece aud India; 
with a certain sympathy 
&nd kindly construction, such as one puts upon & 
life that is ended. Nay, more, oue may well recog- 
nize that this past religious world attained. in its 
day, a power over mankind which has hardiy yet 
been dreamed of by the baby religion of the new 
world. now in its manger, Tue world is practi- 
cally without a religion which can curb human 
passions and selfishness as they were largely 
curbed by superstitious terrors. Those fears fled 
aud laughed at,ıt is too soon to expects men to 
put faith in the power of the iufant religion that 
has neither threat nor bribe. But this interval of 
skepticism will close, and the world presently be 
startled by the miracles of love incarnate in aci- 
ence.—M, D. Conway, 


Ox, I see thee old and formal, fitted to thy petty 
part, 

With a little hoard of maxims preaching down a 
daughter's heart, P 

“ They were dangerous guides—the feelings —she 
herself was not exempt ; 

Truly, she herself had suffered”—Perish in thy 
self-contempt ! 

Outliv 1t—lower yet—be happy ! Wherefore should 
{ care? 

I myself must mix with action, lest I wither by 
despair. —Tenuysors Locksiey Halt, 


Yer high, exalted, virtuous dames, 
Ty’ed up in godiy laces, 

Before y? gie poor Frailty names, 
Suppose a change o’ cases; 

A dear-loved lad, convenience snug, 
A treacherous 1nclination— 

But, let me whisper i? your lug, 
Ye’re aiblins tae temptation, 


Then gently scan your brother man, 
Still gentler siater woman; 

Tho’ they may gang a keunin wrang, 
To step aside 1s human ; 

One point must still be greatly dark, 
The moving why they do 1t; 

And just as lamely can ye mark 
How far perhaps they rue 1t. 


—Burns’s Address to the Unco Quid. 


Lrvine men must hav living institutions. It is 
very idie to suppose that we are to be ruled by 
men who are lying in their graves. Each age is 
capable of judging of its needs; ıt is not to be 
supposed that a past age should know what we 
should want.—Nattunal Baptist. 


Every age must take care of itself, and we must 
giv those that come after us credit for reopening 
the poll-book and letting in a new class of voters 
[women, for instance, 1882] as soon as one is 
fouud which can exercise the right usefully to 
itself and to the public.—Edinburgh Review, 


Tue spirit which has tried to fasten upon Paine 
the stigma of licentiousness, and has completely 
failed of doing 80. has had no anxiety to fasten 
this stigma upon Hamilton or Washington, when 
guecess might hav rewarded industry. The rea- 
son is evident. Hamilton and Washington flung 
themselvs against the orthodox tradition with de- 
8trnetàv force. The mantle of orthodoxy 18 a 
mantle of charity. I: hides a multitude of sing 
that would else be published and. paraded with 
unmitigable zeal.—J. W. Chadwick, 


He that does good to another man does good 

also to himself; not only iu the consequences but 

i in the very act of doing it; for the consciousness 
„of well-doing is an ample reward.—Seneca, 


OFFREETHOUGHT AND REFORM 


Entered at the Post-Office at New York, N. Y., as Second-class Matter. 
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folks: of Chicago, has this to say about! been a colored man put in jail for grabbin' a 


lotes and Clippings. 


Conozrnine the Labor leaders the Tribune escaped to Canada: ‘So you let McGarigle|and forgot he was there: This way makin’ 


remarks: ‘*The men who hold it their most get away, did you? 
sacred duty on earth to strive to better the 'spected it. You all was too perticular 'hout 


condition of their fellow- 
men, and who profound- 
ly believe that they hav 
discovered the right way 
to do it, aré never to be 
despised.” 

Tux reporters who col- 
lect news of the doings 
of the labor organizations 
of New York. city hav 
formed an assembly of 
the Knights of Labor 
which they hav named 


in honor of the late Dr. . 


Tforace Greeley. The 
purposes of the Horace 
Greeley assembly hav 
heretofore been purely 
social, but recently when 
the labor news reporter 
of the Tribune had à 
disagreement with- his 
city editor and found it 
expedient to leave the 
paper, the.Central Labor 
Union passed . solemn 
resolutions denouncing 
the city editor and order- 
ing that all news of the 
Central Labor  Union's 
affairs be withheld from 
the Tribunes. reporters. 
And so it has come about 
that the Tribune alone, 
the paper founded by 


Horace Greeley, is not 


represented in the Hor- 
ace Greeley assembly, 
and its labor reporters 
are at present struggling 
under a boycott by their 
fellow. newsgathers. 


Tur. Melbourne Lib- 
erator adds to an old item 
concerning Italy: ** In 
1861, a government in- 
quiry revealed the inter- 
cating. fact that out of 
the 26,000,000 popula- 
tion, 17,000,000 
neither read nor write. 
In the kingdom of Na- 
ples it was still worse. 
In, five years the govern- 
ment, hated and opposed 
as it was by the priests, 
started 11,137 elementary 
schools, which were at- 
tended by 2,217,870 boys 
aud girls. All these 
would hav grown up in 
ignorance if tle pope and 

- his party had had their 
way. The first ragged 
school iu Rome was 
opened by an American 
lady in 1870. As late as 
that year the inspectors 
found the children in 
Roman schools so igno- 
rant that they could nof 
make them understand 
either geography, syn- 
tax, or spelling. Some 
of them thought the 
Adriatic a mountain, Sar- 
dinia a city, Milan the 


capital of Sicily. Onesaid Brutus was a des- 
pot, Dante a French poet, Petrarch a famous | in the main prison at Nashville hav appealed 
One boy declared Columbus an|to the people of Tennessee to work for the 
apostle; another said he was the Holy Ghost. 
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THE ROCK OF AGES GEOLOGICALLY CONSIDERED. 


adoption of the Prohibitory amendment. 


Another said Cardinal Grant was president | After saying that three-fourths of the in. the state from a curse created by the hands The farmer was 


of the United States. 


Some did not know 


mates were made criminals by intoxicants, 


story : 


| Tur Conservator, the organ of the colored | his health an’ his high-toned ways. If he had | Taur Dallas, Texas, Times relates this as 
) evidence that prayer is answered: “Just 
McGarigle, the ** boodler? of that town whó į stray chicken they'd dun put him in a cell | before the election there were prayers offered 
up for the success of the Prohibition amend- 
Now that the amendment is 
defeated by such an overwhelming majority 


there are those who are 
disposed to. ridicule the 
power of prayer. Those 
who are so disposed 
should not laugh too 
loudly. In a colored 
church in Dallas a part of 
the congregation prayed 


‘for the triumph of Prohi- 


bition. As soon as it had 

finished the other part 

raised its voice asking for 

the triumph of the anti’s. 

It was a case where one 

or the other side had to’ 
win. The anti’s claim 

there is much in pray- 

er.” 


A! CORRESPONDENT of 
the St. Louis Globe-Dem- 
ocrat spent the Fourth of 
July ina part of Illinois 
where the farmers hadn't 
had rain for a month, 
and were praying for it 
to come. He tells this. 
“I was in the 
house of one of these 
farmers, a strong be- 
liever in the efficacy of 


. prayer, and he told me 


he thought that the Lord 
was sending them the 
drouth to punish them 
for their wickedness. 
After dinner I went out 
into the woods and lay 
down under a tree. 
Pretty soon & big dead 
limb dropped off a tree 
close to my head. Ihad 
lived in the country long 
enough to know that 
was a good sign of ap- 
proaching rain. Then, 
in a little while more, I 
heard a tree-toad chirp. 
Rain sign No.2! Then 
I heard a rain crow caw, 
and I sat up to listen. 
Sign No. 8! “Presently | 
I heard a locomotiv 
whistle and the train. 
rumble over a track I 
knew was fifteen miles 
away. Sign No. 4! I 
got up and went into 
the house and told my 
friend that I had been 
out praying for rain to 
come before night, and 
added that I was confi- 
dent of getting what I 
wanted. He looked at 
me mournfully, and said 
in a hopeless way that 
he guessed not. It 
wasn’t for an irreligious 
man from St. Louis to 
come out there and out- 
pray allthe people of that 
neighborhood. I took 
him out in the yard and 
showed him the clouds. 
* Oh,’ said he, with cheer- 
fulness, ‘that'll pass 
around us. We've had 


Four hundred and one convicts confined wives, the same devotion to our mothers, the that to occur before.” But I made him 
game affection for our sisters, and for their make everything secure, and before long 
sake, and for the sake of ‘our children, we there came along a rain that would hav 
appeal to you to unite as one man and free drowned a man if he had been out in it. 
in ecstasies, and would 


of man, discountenanced by the law of God.” . hav canonized me if he had known how. 


in'what country Rome was, and had never they close their appeal as follows: * Wearing Rev. N. W. Utley, chaplain of the peniten- : I left while my laurels were green, and I 


heard of Jesus Christ. 


the time." 


There were about|the garb of disgrace, being dishonored and 
70,000 priests, monks, and nuns in Italy at 


names that the document was prepared by whether or not 


counted unworthy to mingle with the people 
the convicts themselvs as a voluntary act. ^ powers." 


of our state, we yet hav the same love for our 


tiary, certifies at the bottom of the list of suppose my old friend hasn't yet decided 
I possess 


supernatura] 


z 
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Gommunications. 


Dr. McGlynn’s Position and His Church. 


From all réports, news, and items that hav come 
within our reach, we can fairly conclude that Dr. Mc- 
. Glynn’s case, especially his relation to his church and 
the position he is holding toward Catholic doctrins 
and ecclesiastical authority, has not yet been clearly 
stated arid illustrated from an- unbiased, philosoph- 
ical point of view. : From all this we may even 
venture to assert that Dr. McGlynn, not having 


started on his “new crusade” systematically, with a 


scrupulously measured.and investigated plan, got 
into such a Scylla and Charybdis that he lost the con- 
trol.of his own destiny and is actually at.the mercy 
of the waves. 

Let us giv a fair, an impartial consideration to Dr. 
McGlynn’s case in order to show the reader. those 
latent agencies that are in operation beneath the sur- 
face of this singular disagreement of a Roman priest 
and his powerfu] church. E 

The bare case is this: 

Dr. Edward McGlynn, a Roman Catholic priest, 
outside of his church availing himself of the liberties 
‘of an American citizen, proposes publicly a doctrin 
against the individual ownership in Jand, and declares 
it a wrong done to the multitude. He consequently 
espouses the theory of abolishing individual owner- 
ship in land, maintaining and teaching that land is the 
common property of all, entirely in the same way as 
are sunlight and air. The nation should be the owner, 
and its government is to administer it, collecting 
yearly rents from it so as to be able to abolish all 
other taxes, which are an unjust and unbearable bur- 
den upon the poor laborers. | 

The public teaching of this so-called land theory 
constituted an offense in the eyes of the Catholic 
church ‘authorities. They warned and admonished 
the priest, who having persisted and preached the 
same ‘principles in spite of remonstrances of the 
church authorities, there arose an open split between 
church and.priest. As the priest would not part 
with his cherished principles, he incurred the ire of 
Rome, who finally launched down its heaviest 
thunder upon the head of the champion of the 
famous land theory—that is, excommunication. 

Apart from these two offenses—the new land 
theory, and refusal to obey, or contumacy—Dr. Me- 
Glynn is also accused of having advocated the public 
school system in America against the Catholic 
parochial school system. , 

This is the case objectivly. i 

Whenever something of interest emerges from 
within the jealously guarded pales of the old Latin 
church, an unusual attention is paid to it all the civ- 
ilized world over. It was more especially so with 
the case in question, which very closely interested 
the most important and most'populous strata of 
modern society: the men of wealth or capitalists, 
and the men of labor—that is, the producers and 
transformers of raw material. Those theories, if re- 
alized, would undoubtedly revolutionize society ; and 
80 we venture to say that its every thinking member 
is entitled to giv an opinion on the subject or to take 
a subjectiv view of the case. 

In accordance with this assumption we shall con- 

Sider Dr. McGlynn’s case from a theologico-philo- 
sophical point of view, with due consideration 
toward the case of hoth parties. 

The first question which offers itself for discussion 
here is, whether the new “land theory" can really 
constitute an offense in the eyes of the Catholic 

_church, and consequently cannot be taught by a 
priest of that church. Rome examined the land 
theory, but, too cautiously, pronounced no sentence 
concerning it, excommunicating the priest for obsti- 
nate disobedience. This caution may. be a good 
policy toward the clamorous masses upholding. and 
encouraging the fearless priest who, by the flocking 
multitude, is considered as being right; a martyr of 
his principles, a man of the people, a defender of the 
poor and oppressed, etc. Yet, it is not altogether 
wise. Learned ecclesiastics, or, in fact, all good 
theologians, know that the church has decided doc- 
trins and Jaws with regard to this land theory; and 
such learned men will smile at the blind declamation 
and ignorant assertion of Dr. McGlynn that “ it is 
not against the doctrins of the church ;" “it is no 
dogma ;” “no archbishop, no pope, has the right” to 
excommunicate him, etc. 

We do not know which to admire more, his bold- 
ness in haranging the masses with such assertion, 
or his ignorance of Christian, particularly of Thom. 
istic, philosophy. And he was educated in Rome! 

What, we ask him, is the corner-stone of his 
cherished land theory? Is it not the abolition of 
individual right of ownership in jand? What is to 
succeed to it? Natural or common ownerships. 
Now, we know only of two alternativs: either to 
possess individually (personally) or in common. To 
take possession of individual persons' properties by 
other individuals, without their consent, is robbery ; 
to do the same under the auspices of a mob-created 
law, a king, or any monarch, is tyranny. If Dr. 


McGlynn were any kind of & theologian—not to 
speak. of philosophy—he would undoubtedly know 
that there are pure, scriptural dogmas that need no 
specia! declaration, and such is the last commandment 
of the Decalog. .“Non domum, non agrum, non 
servum, non aucillam, non bovem, non asinum, et 
universa que illius sunt.” Would Dr. McGlynn 
oblige us by showing us whether the Catholic church 
has a dogma declared. and proclaimed against mur- 
der? | 

His insipid and selfadmiring déclamation for a 
dogma, a declaration, and the like, exhibits him in 
such a light that “ignaros fallit, notis (vel scientibus) 
autem est derisui" He se.ms either not to know 
that the teachings of the church do not consist 
of a row of dogmas, or to know what is to be 
believed by a Catholic Christian. . If he only looked 
in his school-books, he would find out very easily 


the nature of his doctrins: whether they are rejected 


and condemned by his so much beloved and admired 
church, or tolerated. We fear, however, that he 
would not know where to find them. - 

Does he really believe that the most autocratic of 


jall social institutions, the Latin church, would, or, 


in fact, could tolerate such doctrins? It is impos- 
sible to suppose; and the fact is, that his doctrin has 
long been condemned, ever since the times of Gnos- 
tics; later against the Albigenses ; still later against 
Th. Campanella; against Proudhon ; against Fourier, 
etc. It is a doctrin of the Catholic church that 
“Homo ture nature potest acquirere et possidere 
dominio perfecto stabiles proprietates," that is, “ A 
man can by natural law (right) acquire and possess 
with perfect ownership any kind of real estate.” And: 
“Imo, spectato iure gentium, homines nature officio 
tententur ad divisionem stabilium. proprietatum." 
Communism, no matter of what kind, is most posi 
tivly rejected and condemned by the church, and 
private ownership is not only admitted, but positivly 
declared as the only lawful way of possessing unmov- 
able goods. Where here does the necessity of a 
“dogma” come in? Is it not enough when the 
church advocates a doctrin and condemns its opposit ? 
It should suffice. such a pious Catholic man, who in 
his heart is so warmly attached to it that even by 
excommunication he cannot be severed from it ? 

Dr. Edward McGlynn does not know his own 
position, nor that of his own church; not even 
guessing from afar the fundamental principles upon 
which that old establishment is built. He only 
knows the archbishop, the cardinals, the pope, and 
the ecclesiastical *machine;" for the church itself 
and its dogmas he is full of filial and tender Jove. 


We shall undertake to show the doctor that he ig) 


the follower of Spinoza, consequently a Pantheist ; a 
follower of Rousseau, Voltaire, Proudhon, ete., there- 
fore a strong Infidel, at the best, a Rationalist (lucus 


.& non lucendo). 


The father of modern Pantheism, Baruch Spinoza, 


whom, after Voltaire, we admire, study, and love the 


most—although we feel and think even more liberally 
than our great master, whose works (being so, impi- 
ous) Dr. McGlynn probably never read— beautifully, 
admirably explains the position of a natural man, the 
society, monarchy, aristocracy, freedom, slavery, god, 
etc. Except the scholastics, all philosophers adopted 
his views concerning society (although Socrates and 
Plato also approached his opinions); and there is no 
doubt that Dr. McGlynn is also his disciple. 

Man in & natural state has no laws. There is no sin, 
no virtue, no merit, nothing good, nothing bad, noth- 
ing beautiful, nothing ugly, nothing just or unjust, 
etc., but all is either useful or harmful, comfortable 
or otherwise. A man is free just to the extent to 
which he is physically capable. He can destroy his 
enemies, acquire the necessaries of life in any way 
whatsoever. When natural man enters society, by 
this act, which is sponianeous, he will spontaneously 
lose some of his liberty, retaining only one share of 
it, equal to that of each other. The sacrificed rights 
collectivly constitute the public authority or executiv 
power. As each member of the society, singly or 
eollectivly, cannot administer municipal, judicial, or 
legislativ affairs, all the members do it together by 
votes, electing certain persons whose business it will 
be to administer justice, create and execute laws, etc. 
That is, they constitute & parliament, government, 
kingdom, or republic. Certainly such is the origin of 
nations and all organized society. The power and 
authority has its source in the people, and the people 
thus is entitled to the right of election, and to create 
legislation, and to appoint the administrators of their 
own laws and rights. This is a republic. 

Does Dr. McGlynn, as a ‘citizen of the great 
American republic, approve of this theory? That 
he does, is perfectly known, since this was and is 
still his platform, whence he dared disobey his church 
authorities, the ecclesiastical “ machine.” 

But now, there is another theory, diametrically op- 
posed to this, and Dr. McGlynn, under oath, pro- 
fesses to adhere to and acknowledge that too! That 
other theory is included, as in a nutshell, in the 
following modest little axiom, “ Omnis potestas de- 
sursum, & Deo” (“All power is from above, from 
God”). The followers of this principle say, “ Nemo 
potest dare, quod non habet;" thatis, “ Nobody can 


giv what he does not hav.” Since one man is no leg- 
islator in a multitude, one man is no parliament, and 
one man has no right and power, neither can a great. 
number of such men hav such a power and right. ' 
The. power is with God; God givs the power, by 
selecting one and putting. him into power ; that is, 
constituting him king, emperor, pope, etc. Hence, 
* Guilielmus, speciali Dei gratiaimperator Germanie." | 
“Leo XII., speciali Dei gratia Pontifex Maximus.” : 
“Joannes, Dei et apostolic sedis gratia episcopus." 
Power and authority is given from above (from pope, 
emperor, king, bishop) downward by nomination, ap- 
pointment, consecration, ordination, etc. People 
hav no right to elect a priest, a bishop, a count, a . 
duke, a king, a pope. 

The former is an Infidel system, the latter one is 
the *revealéd" oné; the former was in practice in 
pagan Rome, is in republies to day, is also among va- 
rious Protestant sects and Infidels, upheld ‘by Dr. 
McGlynn ; the latter one in all kingdoms, empires, 
and in the orthodox churches, upheld by Dr. Mce- 
glynn with oath and public proféssion. : 

Now, how does this agree? Worst of it for Dr. 
McGlynn is the ridiculous position into which he 
got by holding his American citizenship above the 
allegiance that he owes to his church. The authority 
of & Pantheistico-Protestantico-Infidel theory, his 
free American citizenship, above divine authority !— 
admissi, risum teneatis amici! : 

What is it, anyway, hypocrisy or ignorance? 

We may add, that the constitution of the Catholic 
church is that of an absolute monarchy (see Catholic 
Philosophical Manuals); Dr. McGlynn is a citizen of 
it. Furthermore, the Catholic church teaches (see 
again Catholic Philosophical Manuals) that material 
power is less, the spiritual one is more, higber and 
more sublime. A republic—being of no divine origin, 
as all power is from above—is disregarded, not ac- 
knowledged, even denounced ; better and higher is a 
kingdom; still higher is an empire; the highest, and 
the most sacred, is the popery; hence the three 
crowns. The pope is the king of kings, and more— 
the vicar of God. Dr. McGlynn is his citizen; yet 
in the same breath he claims that the pope has no 
right to summon him to Rome, or excommunicate 
him. Isn't this the most absurd and ridiculous 
claim ? ! 

No matter what a pope says in his encyclicas about 
his Liberalism, love and friendship toward free insti- 
tutions, republics, it is a dangerous hypocrisy. Re- 
publicanism and popery are the zenith and nadir; 
the greatest possible oppositions, the two farthest 
distant extremities. The professional followers of one 
cannot be the friends of the other. If the church 
would, for an instant, admit Dr. MeGlynn's theories, 
it would be the most astonishing suicide, a refuta- 
tion and abjuration of its own very foundation. 

Did Dr. McGlynn ever think about the questions 
here ventilated? We are sure that.he never did. 

He made an irreparable blunder right at the be- 
ginning; and this was his acquiescence into those 
praises which his parishioners hav him overwhelmed 
with, concerning his excellency, goodness, etc., as a 
priest; it was the. locking of the door behind his 
back. He knew that if he persisted, his excommuni- . 
cation was but a matter of time; he also knew .that 
he would persist. Having been praised so highly as 
a Catholic priest, a faithful disciple of the just-men- 
tioned Roman doctrins and theories, that a really 
learned man never would claim, he could not fall. 
back on Infidelism or any Protestant denomination 
without being pointed at by archbishops, priests, and 
Catholic laymen as a hypocrit ; so then he had to slide 
down in the ridiculous situation where he is found 
to-day, clinging to the threshold of a house whence 
he had been flung out. Is this manly ?—is it worthy 
of an educated man? 

Otherwise, too, he had shown great frailties. His 
speeches and public orations are all ex abrupto, ex 
tempore—without a second’s preparation, or previous 
careful, written elaboration; beginning where the 
irresponsible tongue deems proper, ending where 
chances suggest after one or two hours of unsystem- 
atical declamation. This is a very serious defect 
in a public speaker. ‘ 

His attacks on the Roman machinery are skin- 
deep, unworthy of a doctor of theology; any man of 
newspaper learning and education could, without 
much hazard, rival him. An excommunicated Roman 
doctor of theology is expected to cut deeper, to 
show thorough competency and familiarity with the 
subject, and hav courage enough to tell all that is to 
be told. 

In an organized body of men, be it religion, asso- 
ciation, lodge, state, family, no man can be his own 
judge. Why does Dr. McGiynn pretend that his 
excommunication is null and void? He is not, and 
cannot be, regarded as his own judge; his judge is 
Rome, and Rome excommunicated him, and this ends 
all A person who is not his own master; who has 
no free will; who is fed, sheltered, and provided for 
by another, is in the power of that person, who has 
and exercises full and unquestionable authority over 
the mind and body of his subject. Such a person is 
a slave, to whom his keepers prescribe eating, drink- 
ing, dressing, work, way of living; refusal of mar- 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, AUGUST 27, 1887. 


547 


A — OOnAÓ— ——MÀ———"——— )wLA——————À———— ]——————Dnpa———í————"—m'——Óá—ÜMní]D(Í"M!: 


riage, of free migration, opinion, speech, ete. A Ro- 
man priest is exactly such a pitiable creature, and can 
not possibly appeal to his less important American 


citizenship. 


There is a second charge against Dr. Edward 


publie schools. An Infidel or a Protestant cannot see 
the reason why the most orthodox of the churches 
should oppose publie schools; where, it is thought, 
both the government and the community strive to do 
their very best for the education of their own chil- 
dren. We shall explain it. 


Modern society. is far advanced on the field of 


practical and experimental knowledge. Things in 


.' the visible world are explained according to experi- 


ence and knowledge, not according to their appear- 
ance. To know and to believe are two things. If 


we explain things in the light of modern experience, 


we reduce the objects of belief; hence the legitimate 
supposition in the Catholic church that our public 
-schools educate Infidels—that is, knowers and doubt- 
ers, not believers. i 
Another justified objection is the objection to the 
Bible in the public schools. The Bible is for Prot- 
estants the only source of revelation ; for Catholics it 
is not. The Catholic church reserved the right to 
explain and comment upon the Bible to herself; be- 
cause the unity of faith is banished wherever the 
source of revelation is used and interpreted arbitra- 
rily by the many—“ quot capita tot sensus." And 
this accounts for the number of sects and denomina. 
tions among Protestants. This is the Catholic ob- 
jection. Our objection is more sweeping. We do 
not regard any ancient book as a source of ethics. 


` Morality cannot be based on alleged, or even true, 


histories of ancient manners and obscure nations, 
men, and countries.. Morals are based on science, or 
knowledge of facts and. things, whence we form our 
principles, and adhesion to our principles givs us 
virtue, and a virtuous man is a moral man. 

Now, Dr. MeGlynn, advocating our publie school 
system without reserve, acted correctly from a Prot- 
estant point of view, but very wrongfully from the 


.point. of view of his church. The Catholic church 


. impious;" but, “ Libertas conscientize socialiter con- 


‘considered by itself is absurd." 


' never educated, because she could not and would 


not, to science and experience. The principles. of 
Christian philosophy had been laid down for these 
last four thousand years; there is no change, prog- 
ress, imaginable. Such a step could only be taken 
over the dead body of the church. Scientific 
progress is encroachment on church territory. If 
Dr. McGlynn knew this, and still acted as he did, he 
is a traitor to his church; if he did not know the 
principles of bis church, he is pitiable. 

We quote the ground principle of the Catholic 
church in this matter in the following philosophical 
proposition: “Status civilis nullum ius habet impo- 
nendi suos magistros, suasque scholas patribusfami- 


'lias quoad filiorum edueationem tum intellectualem 


ium moralem;" that is,“ No state has any right to 
force its school masters and its schools upon 
fathers of families with the view to educate their chil- 
dren in any manner, intellectually or morally"  Asto 
tolerance—as it would be required in a common public 
school—the Catholic church teaches: “ Libertas con- 


scientiz in se spectata ést omnino impia," 2. e., “ Lib- 


erty of conscience, considered in itself, is absolutely 


siderata, si in datis circumstantiis tolerari potest, 
numquam tamen est approbanda, et multo minus 
protegenda vel inculcanda,” i. e., “ Liberty of con- 
science, socially considered, if it can be tolerated 
under given circumstances, is, however, by no 
means to be approved, and much less to be protected 
and inculeated.” Again: * Libertas cultuum in se 
spectata est absurda," Z. e., “Liberty of worship 
And: “Quamvis 
socialis auctoritas civilis possit quandoque tolerare 
eultuum libertatem, eam tamen lege aliqua sancire 
nullatenus potest,” i. e, ‘Although social civil au- 
thorities cecasionally could tolerate the liberty of 
worship, sanction it by law they could not pos- 
sibly.” Also: * Libertas docendi sive voce, sive 
scripto est intrinsece absurda et inhonesta," i. e., 
* Liberty of teaching, either in speech or in writing, 
is absurd and dishonest intrinsically.” ‘‘ Libertas 
docendi est ad ‘corruptionem mentis et cordis,” à. e., 
“The liberty to teach is only destined to corrupt 
mind and heart.” 

Here the Catholic leading principles are seen in 
broad daylight. Is this the liberality and friendly 
feelings of the pope.and church toward republics 
and liberal institutions? Can a republic and liberty 
hav any more dangerous enemies than Roman hypoc- 
risy? Is this institution the idol of Dr. McGlynn, to 
which he is 80 much attached that he cannot separate 
himself from it even if thrown out or ejected ? | 

Poor Dr. McGlynn! Does he know his situation ? 
He certainly does not realize it. 

What, then, did prompt him to plunge himself 
into this pool? Dr. McGlynn is not responsible for 
the act—it has secret natural reasons, only to be 
understood in the light of ethnological relations, 
racial sympathy, which works unnoticed. Exam- 
ples are the Catholicity of the Latin and Celtic 


Me- 
' Glynn, reproaching him for his prediléction for our 


races, the Protestantism of the Teutonic family, the 
orthodoxy of the Sclavonic tribes, the monotheism of 
all Shemites, the Trinitarianism of the Aryan stock 
in Asia and the West. 

This also explains the denunciation of the Teu- 
tons in this country by Dr. MeGlynn; but for his 
superficial and shallow objects, together with his 
little motivs, and scratches on the surface, on Roman 
collars, Germanization, etc., nothing, nobody, an- 
swers, not even Dr. Edward McGlynn. 

New York City. Pror. A. J. Moeyorost. 

— ——————— 
Freethought in Australia. 


The Freethinkers hav just been having a lively en- 
counter with the authorities in Sydney, New South 
Wales. In the early part of last month, when the 
loyalists of our sister colony were exerting almost 
superhuman strength to create an enthusiasm over 
the unpopular jubilee celebrations, a meeting was 


-called by the mayor of the city. The object of this 


meeting was to get up a treat for the public school 
children in celebration of the “ jubilee” of the queen 
of England. Amongst the two hundred persons who 
attended were a good sprinkling of republicans, who 
constitute a large section of the Secularistic party. 
To the great discomfiture of the conveners of the 
meeting, the Secularists, or, more correctly speaking, 
the republicans, who were present succeeded in car- 
rying an adverse amendment; and, as may be imag- 


ined, they succeeded in thoroughly arousing the ire 


of their opponents. The disappointed loyalists, not 
to be outwitted in this manner, induced the mayor to 
call another meeting in order to undo the work of 
the first one; and in order to secure themselvs 
against another defeat by the republicans, they 
secretly issued tickets to their known sympathizers 
in order to pack the meeting. But Demos was not 
to be thwarted in this manner. No sooner. did the 
news spread that the tickets were being issued than 
a number of forged tickets were instantly prepared 
by the disloyalists, and to the surprise of their op- 
ponents a great number of them gained admission 
before the forgery was detected. Then commenced 
the contest in hot earnest. The doors were closed 
upon the crowd to prevent them from entering, but 
they quickly succeeded in forcing their way inside. 
and a scene of confusion and disorder ensued. 
Groans, cheers, hooting, and hissing drowned the 
voices of the would-be speakers, and fighting became 
general. The mayor adjourned the meeting in the 
midst of the wildest disorder. But the dispute did 
not end here. Sir Henry Parkes, being appealed to, 
ordered all the theaters to be closed on Sundays. 
This was a terrible blow to the Secularists, for they 
could no longer hold their concerts and lectures on 
that day, and a deal of indignation is being expressed 
in the matter. The government justify their action 
toward the Secularists on the ground that the latter 
constitute a “ despicable minority ”—an unpardonable 
sin jn the eyes of our noble rulers, and, unfort- 
unately, a sin also according to the popular ethics of 
a great number of the Secularists- themselvs. A 
petition is being signed for presentation to the New 
South Wales legislature asking that the theaters be 
reopened on Sunday ; a subscription is being got up 
for Mr. Thomas Walker, who is principally depend- 
ent on these lectures for a living, and there the mat- 
ter rests at present. Freethought lectures may be 
for the time.suppressed, but the desire for freedom 
is intensified. 

The jubilee celebration has come and gone, and a 
more opportune season could probably not hav been 
chosen if striking contrasts were to be brought into 
prominence. We hav witnessed grand illuminations, 
and costly ones too, and at the same time poverty 
and destitution on the part of those who hav pro- 
duced these grandeurs; we hav had fashionable balls 
and torchlight processions, while thousands of able 
and willing workmen are vainly parading the streets 
in search of employment, that they and their families 
may obtain food and clothing. Unfortunately for 
those who hav been instrumental in getting up the 
ephemeral jubilee demonstrations, they hav had to 
hold them in a time of keen social depression ; and 
they hav far from created the feeling of satisfaction 
which they desired. 

The Freethinkers of Melbourne are having a quiet 


‘time of it just now; although, by the way, Mr. 


Symes recently received intimation. that his paper 
would again be prosecuted, the reason not being 
given. Although I say Freethinkers are having & 
quiet time, do not misunderstand me to imply that 
they are making no headway. On the other hand, 
we hav good cause to congratulate ourselvs on the 
solid progress which has been made for some time 
past. As Freethinkers, more attention has been 
given to matters relating to freedom than has been 
the practice in the past; and as Secularists, more 
attention has been bestowed on secular matters and 
Jess on theological controversy. As showing this 
healthy tendency, it is sufficient to note that the 
weekly debates of the Australasian Secular Asso- 
ciation hav been upon such questions as “ Why Do 
Men Starve?” “Black and White Labor, or the 
Chinese. Question,” “The Causes and Cure of Lar- 


current of Freethought. 


rikinism,” * Why Do Workers Want?" * The Want 
of Liberty the Cause of Starvation,” * Political Priv- 
ilege the Cause of Present Evils,” “Is Anarchy 
Superior to Government ?” and “Is Poverty Curable 
by Government?" When such live issues as the 
foregoing are discussed by the Secularists week after 
week, without. intermission, and when, moreover, | 
publie debates are held every Sunday evening at the . 
Melbourne Anarchists’ Club upon all the weighty - 
problems of land, currency, commerce, and political 
and social questions generally, it speaks well for the 
development of radical thought in this far-away 
corner of the globe. ` : 
There hav been several changes in the Freethought 
press of the colonies since I last found time to write 
to you. The Rationalist (N. Z.) has not been re- 
vived as the Liberal, as was intended; and I hav 
reason to fear that the company which floated it has 
mysteriously collapsed. The Reflector (N. S. W.) 
only issued for & few weeks, and then promised to 
appear as a monthly—a promis that was never ful. 
filled. The Henry-Georgian paper, Our Common- 
wealth (S. A.) has been transformed from a weekly to 
a monthly, and is manfully struggling to keep afloat. 


A sprightly little State-Socialistic weekly, the Radi- 


cal, has been started at Hamilton (N. S. W.); and a 
miserable little: scissors-and-paste hotch-potch has 
just shown itself at Sydney (N.S. W.), bearing the 
ambitious title of the Republican, though why it is 
so called is not very clear, unless its object is to 
catch the sympathies of the Sydney republicans, 
now that they are having their political corns trod- 
den on by the government which they are always so 
proud of claiming to be a democratic one in fact, if 
not in name. And lastly, there is Honesty (Mel- 
bourne), s monthly periodical, devoted to political 
and social matters generally, and Anarchism in 
particular. 

Little news comes from New Zealand regarding 
the state of the Freethought propaganda there; and, 
in fact, the movement appears to be languishing 


since the demise of its recognized organ, the Ration- 
alist, although there is no doubt that the latter has 
left behind it an influence which will continue to be 
felt for some time to come. I hope next time I write. 


to send better tidings from this bright little spot in 
the Australias. Davi» A. ANDRADE. 
South Yarra, Melbourne, Australia, July 11, 1887. 


— er 


Do, As Well As Doubt. 

On every side we see accumulating the evidences 
of the persistent efforts of the church to stay the 
All the combined energies 
of the different sects of Christians are being exerted 
to dam the waves of progress. The most infamous, 


yet subtle, schemes are resorted to to intimidate 
Infidels from the utterance of their honest con- 
vietions. Fully realizing its inability to refute our 


arguments or impair the force of the facts arrayed 
against it, the church employs such despicable 
minions of intolerance, sectarian hate, and bigotry as 
Anthony Crary Comstock to lobby bills through a 
venal and corrupt legislature, with the admitted 
intent to suppress all Liberal literature, or any pub- 
lication objectionable to sectarianism. 

Not alone the sanctity of our homes, but even 
private correspondence, is invaded; and yet thou- 
sands of Liberals sit supinely by. Not being imme- 
diately, individually molested, they remain inert, with 
owl-like complacency, blinking at the priestly mach- 
inators laying cunning snares to deprive them of 
liberty and every right that makes life desirable. 

Alas! many actually giv of their means to help the 
power that shall enslave them. They giv ten, twenty, 
fifty, a hundred dollars to the church they avow they 
despise, and then declare they cannot afford to sub- 
scribe to a Liberal paper, the exponent of the prin- 
ciples they profess to love. It is to be regretted 
that such persons left the church before the glorious 
principles of Infidelity, “justice, and promotion of 
others’ happiness.” had evoluted them out of Chris- 
tian selfishness and hypocrisy. : . 

It speaks well for Infidelity that, despite being 
thus dead-weighted, it makes such grand progress 
and draws to its support such hosts of the best and 
noblest the world produces. The desire to inspire 
men with the love of liberty, right, and truth, and 
each other with a spirit of fidelity to duty, should be 
the first desire of every friend of humanity. Let all 
honest hearts make especial effort, then, to sustain 
the Liberal press, the bulwark of our liberty, and 
induce friends and neighbors to subscribe. 

Our cause is onward. Neither mollusk, priest, nor 
parson can stay the car of progress. If they do not 
speedily evolute out of their old ruts, they will 
be buried in the mud of oblivion. 

C. B. REYNOLDS. 

——— OHO 

A person who derives all his instruction from 
teachers or books, even if he escape the besetting 
temptation of contenting himself with eram, 18 under 
no compulsion to hear both sides; accordingly it is 
far from a frequent accomplishment, even among: 
thinkers, to know both sides; and the weakest part 
of what everybody says in defense of his opinion, is 
what he intends as a reply to his antagonists.— Mil. 
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e American Secular Anion. 


COURTLANDT PALMER, President. 


BawuUEL P. Purwam, Secretary, .- - 750 West Lake St., Chicago. 
GHARLES ECKHARD, Treas., 28 Lafayette PI., New York. 


É. B. Foort, Jz,; Chair. Ex. Com., 120 Lexington Ave., New York. 
B. A. Stevens, Chair. Fin. Com., - 750 West Lake St., Chicago. 


Cali for the Eleventh Annual Congress of th 
l American Secular Union, 


To the Auxiliary Secular Unions and to all citizens 
of the United States and Canadas who support 


the Nine Demands of Liberalism : 


You are wanted to attend the Eleventh Annual 
Congress of the American Secular Union, to be held 


at Chicago, October 15th and 16th. 


The Congress will be called upon to consider 
measures for carrying on the work of Freethought 
and securing the adoption of such laws by the various 
state governments and by the national government as 
shall make the United States thoroughiy secular, and 
the repeal of all laws now on the statute books 
which conflict with the Nine Demands of Liberalism. 

Local auxiliary Unions are entitled by the Union 
constitution to five representativs—the President and 
All charter-members 
and life-members, all Vice. Presidents, all Chairmen of 
state Executiv Committees, are entitled to seats and 
Annual members are entitled 
to seats, but not votes, except by permission of the 


Secretary and three delegates. 


votes in the Congress. 


Congress. 


It is hoped that every auxiliary Union will send a 
full delegation to the Congress, and that every Free- 
thinker in the United States and Canada who can 


will be present. 
Per order Board of Directors: 
CounrLANDT PALMER, Pres. 
Sawuzr P. PurNAM, Sec. 
E. A. Srevzns, Ch. Fin. Com. 
Cuas. Ecknanp, Treas. 
—— ____- 


News and Notes. 


Fortunately my traveling companion, F. A. Brock- 


way, of Crescent City, W. T., who had landed early 
in the morning when we first struck the sand bar, 
August 6th, became my good angel, and returned 


with the vessels boat; and £o, by hard work at 
rowing over a rough sea, I had a chance to quit my 
floating prison-honse and find consolation in roam- 


ing amid the half-dozen houses of Dungeness, and 
eating my dinner where I could sit upright with 
more prospect of swallowing my food, which I could 
scarcely do on board the grounded steamer. Having 
nothing else to occupy the afternoon, Mr. Brockway 


and myself tramped over the forest-embowered coun- 


try. I found some elegant farm buildings and well- 
cultivated fields on this apparently wild shore, and 
discovered that about Dungeness are the richest 
lands of the territory. Valuable stock is here, rang- 
ing in value from one hundred to four thousand 
dollars per head. The butter made in this section 
commands a premium in the market. It is astonish- 
ing what the soil can produce. I never saw such 
' exuberant wheat fields. They giv as high as one 
hundred and twenty three bushels to the acre. The 
oat crop ranges from one hundred and forty to one 
hundred and fifty bushels to the acre, the grass 
three or four tons, potatoes eight hundred bushels, 
and turnips one thousand bushels to the acre. These 
figures are verified by actual measurement. Of 
course, the average yield is only about half. As to 
fruits, apples, pears, peaches, plums, and cherries are 
produced in abundance. It costs, however, about 
one hundred dollars per acre to clear these lands, 
the trees—some of them are of enormous growth— 
running up to three hundred and fifty feet in hight. 
I spent several hours in studying agriculture, wait- 
ing for the high tide. About five o’clock the boat 
was right side up, and by sunset we sped on our 
way to Port Townsend, and arrived there Saturday 
evening. I was glad to be able to bid a long fare- 
well to the Dispatch—so named, I suppose, be- 
cause it is generally behind time, and goes aground 
on every other trip. 

I had the pleasure of meeting Squire Morris at 
Dungeness, who is an old-time Infidel of the coast, 
and who flourishes in spite of his Methodist neigh- 
bors, and is hale and hearty in his veteran service. 

Port Townsend is a quiet yet vigorous little city, 
and by no means behindhand in the race for em- 
pire. It has the grandest natural scenery and sur. 
roundings. It is prosperous, and has bright hopes 
and flattering prospects. From the porches of its 
residences on the elevated shores the eye sweeps the 
circle of a hundred miles that includes bays, straits, 
rolling woodlands, and distant mountains clad with 
perpetual snow. 

A majority of its best and wealthiest citizens are 
unflinching Liberals, all of whom are activ, pushing 
business men. A syndicate has just been formed 
for the building of & railroad from this point to the 
Columbia river, and thence to Portland, passing 
through excellent coal, mining, and timber lands. The 
enterprise will giv Port Townsend an immense ad- 


vantage for the China trade, and will make it prob- 
ably the western terminus of the Union Pacific rail- 


road lines, in which case it will hav a magnificent 
growth. The harbor of Port Townsend is one of 
the best and largest in the world. It is about six 


or seven miles long and from four to six miles wide, 


and affords anchorage in every part, being in all 


places from seven to fifteen fathoms deep. A thou- 
sand ships might anchor here. 


the terminus of the Canadian Pacific. 


trade of the East. 
Seattle. 


the other does not possess. 


The Alaska trade js getting to be of vast impor- 
The mines of that country are being wonder- 
fully developed—-as well as the fisheries—and are a 
source of great wealth. As Alaska is not an agricult- 
ural country, all the supplies will be shipped from 
Puget sound. They even supply from that point 
the distant Amoor country. It wil thus be seen 
that as commerce develops Puget sound will be one 
of the grandest marts in the world, and its shores 
will one day be as lively and brilliant as those of the 


tance. 


Mediterranean itself. : 


I see my friend Jeffries, of Albany, wants to come 
West. I advise him to correspond with D. W. Smith, 
of Port Townsend, and I don't think he could find a 
| better place for Liberal enterprise than on the 
sound. Mr. Smith was last year mayor of Port 
Townsend, and is one of the bravest Liberals and go- 
ahead men in the country. I lectured Sunday, Mon- 
day, and Tuesday evenings to large and appreciativ 


audiences, and I found stanch and noble friends. 


I enjoyed the delightful hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. 


James Searey, Mr. and Mrs. Thos. Jackman, and Mr. 


and Mrs. Capt. H. E. Morgan, with that of Mr. and 
These hav all been in this 
country for years, and partake of its glorious pioneer 
They hav 
battled with fortune on land and sea, and won the 
With these, also, is Mr. Vincent, Judge J. A. 


Mrs. D. W. Smith. 
Spirit. They are not at all afraid. 


prize. 
Kuhn, Chas. Eisenbeis, Capt. John F. Hinds, Mr. 


Church, F. W. Hastings, L. B. Hastings, David 


Littlefield, Capt. Hoxie, A. J. Smith, David Spoor, 
Wm. Paine, Dr. Hunt, L. H. Jones, J. J. Calhoun, 
Quincy À. Brooks, collector of the port ; A. C. Adams, 


W. E. Stevens, N. T. Oliver, G. Behrman, John 
All are prominent in the 


Slater, and many others. 


community, many holding offices of trust. They 


hav been in the country from the beginning and are 
its advance guard for all enterprises of pith and 
I hav enjoyed myself, and set my face 


moment. 
eastward with a happy heart, for I hav found com. 


rades who hav made my work splendid with hope 
and cheer, and their kindness and generosity and 


bright greetings hav given sunshine to every toil. 


and I hav had scarcely a moment of discouragement 


or gloom. 


Wednesday morning I leave Port Townsend, with 


its promis-crowned  hights overlooking the far 
Shining waters, and glancing to the Orient with ex- 
pectant eyes, and in the afternoon, amid the golden 
mists, Seattle, from its resplendent hights, also puts 
forth its eager hands for conquest. John H. Hum- 
mell, Messrs. Amunds, Wickstrom, Judge Bush, John 
Lavender, and others, again I greet. Judge Bush, 
who was for so many years in Ingersoll’s office, has 
prepared a most excellent and exhaustiv work on the 
* Oath Question,” and I hope to see it soon in print, 
for it is & valuable text-book and will be of great ser- 
vice in our political reform. He givs the history and 
nature of the oath in all nations and religions, and 
shows that the Christian oath has been an intru- 
sion on the common law oath, and was not originally 
the form of oath in English courts. 

I leave Seattle early on Thursday morning and in 
the afternoon arrive at Portland, where my friends, 
Newnert, Saunders, Niles, Beal, etc., are ready for the 
line of advance. I was glad again to greet Mo- 
Elsander, all the way from Eagle Creek, and Mrs. 
Haight, of East Portland, who is one of our unflinch- 
ing pioneer women in this land, and whose hospitality 
was one of the delights of my pilgrim journey. 

I lectured Thursday evening on “American Po- 
etry,” and then we mingled the practical with the 
ideal and after the lecture organized a Secular Union. 
Mr. Hewitt presided at the meeting. Mr. Fisk was 
elected president of the organization, Mr. Whitfield 
secretary, and Mr. Neunert treasurer; and I hav no 
doubt we shall hav a strong society at this place to 
push the Nine Demands. I believe that when I 
return Portland will be one of the most flourishing 
points on the coast for Secular work. 

All day Friday it is a lovely day. I leave Portland 
early in the morning by steamer, and go up the 
broad and beautiful Columbia to the Dalles. In 


It is six hundred 
miles nearer China than San Francisco, and is the 
only American port that can compete with Vancouver, 
Vancouver 
avd Port Townsend are about the same distance from 
China, the harbors are of about the same size, and 
it looks as if these eventually would be the English 
and American competing points for the great tea 
San Francisco is out of the race 
if expedition is taken into account, for she is at least 
a three-days’ voyage behind Port Townsend and 
I reckon that these latter will divide the 
honors in this commercial contest ; being on different 
sides of the sound, each has some advantage which 


| some places the river is a mile and a half wide. The 


scenery is wild and grand. The country is so rugged 
that it has been surveyed only from two to seven 
miles from the shores on either side. The banks 
shoot up abruptly a thousand feet and assume all 
sorts of fantastic shapes. The mighty mountain ap- 
pears, and vast forests rolling away for hundreds of 
miles. The magnificent peak of Mt. Hood is in 
view, and they say it is still a volcano and belches 
fire and smoke. It is white against the sky, fourteen 
ihousand feet aloft. 

- We pass the cascades by rail, and these roll and 
tumble with terrific force, but I reckon some day 
ships will shoot these rapids with safety. "They must 
hav had some big earthquakes here some day, the 
shores are heaved and tossed ipto such numberless 
forms. The scenery is constantly varying, with 
green fields, palisades, bare peaks, wooded knolls, 
sandy beaches, and rifted rocks. We pass the 
ancient burying-ground of the Indians that juts half- 
way into the river, where the remains of their 
melancholy tombs are seen, in contrast with the mar- 
bie monument erected in honor of one of the’ early 
white settlers. 

Beautifully the sunset streams over the river and 
the shores, and the boat speeds on to new and en- 
trancing prospects. Amid the glistening walls of 
green and gold and gray, and the silver radiance of 
the misty sky, we arrive at the Dalles and take the 
cars for Colfax. We expect to be at Paseo next 
week; and Goldendale, Aug: 21st; Baker City, Aug. 
28th ; Prairie City, from Aug. 29th to Sept. 5th; 
Emmett’s and Boise City, Idaho, from Sept. 5th to 
Sept. 19th ; Salt Lake City, for Convention of Utah 
Liberals, Sept. 24th and 25th, and then Eastward by 
Canon City, Denver, etc., for Chicago in November. 
Samurt P. Pornam. 
Lhe Dalles, Aug. 12, 1887. 

to ———— 


Persecution for Opinion’s Sake. 


Ever since civilization and enlightenment began, 
those who hav evolved new theories or adopted un- 
popular views hav been maligned, abused, persecuted, 
and sometimes treated to a dungeon cell. In former 
times, when people were very superstitious and ignó- 
rant, and closer kin to the brute creation, the rack, 
the thumb-screw, the ax, the gibbet, were freely 
used ir trying to suppress freedom of speech and of 
thought. But it was impossible to crush out liberty 
and right. The sense of the best part of humanity 
always believed that to speak his honest thought is 
every free man’s right, and to-day, in consequence of 
that right, in consequence of the world’s progress, 
there is less persecution in it than ever before. 

Yet, there is still too much of it for the world’s 
good. Men and women suffer daily for opinion’s 
sake, and will until all cruelty, hatred, and malignity 
are banished forever out of the world. 

“ Aunt Elmina,” whom you know as the author of 
* Little Lessons” and other books, has, as you are 
aware, been arrested, not long ago, on a charge of 
using the United States mails in a wrong way. She 
is greatly distressed in consequence of the arrest, 
and feels that she, too, is persecuted for opinion’s 
sake. 

How true, or untrue, the.charge against her may 
be, the trial in October next will determin; but we, 
who hav known her for a truly good woman; who 
hav read her books, essays, and sensible ideas in 
many newspapers; hav known how her heart has 
gone out time and again to the aged, the poor, the 
destitute, and unfortunate, cannot feelthat she has 
wilfully transgressed the laws of the land, or that 
she has intended any wrong whatever. She may,hav 
been indiscreet, imprudent, unwise in her choice of 
methods, as viewed from our standpoint, and not 
hers; her way may be entirely different from our 
way; but for that, we should not condemn her or 
turn the cold shoulder in the hour of her extremity. 
Let us esteem her for the good that she has done, 
for the noble and valuable work she has contributed 
to the world; for her kind heart, her love for the 
human race and zeal to benefit the same, which last 
may hav been the means of drawing her into the 
vortex of trouble in which she is now plunged. 

E. W. Chamberlain, treasurer -of the National De- 
fense Association, in Tut Trurs SxxxeR of July 30th 
called for testimonials certifying to the good works 
that she has done; and surely we can all testify, and 
gladly, to her ability as a writer and reformer, and 
the benefit that many hav received from her hands. 

.We all like to hav our friends stand by us, and it is 
noble not to desert a friend in the hour of need—the 
hour when a friend is a friend indeed, for it is in the 
time of trial and adversity that friends show their 
true worth—and let us all assure “Aunt Elmina” of 
our appreciation of all her good works, and also of 
our sympathy in the misfortune that has befallen 
her. The children, by mentioning her kindly in their 
little letters, will help to make her heart glad in this 
hour of sorrow and trouble. S. H. W. 

— 9 ..9————— ——- 

Tue TeurH SEEKER Company’s Catalog of Freethought, 
Reform, and Scientific Books will be mailed free to any ad- 
dress upon application. 
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Christianity and Civilization. 


Itis often said that Christianity has contributed to 
the civilization of the world. Itis asserted that arts, 
sciences, and material improvements hav followed in 
the footsteps of its missionaries; that when the 
Bible is introduced, man quits his savage state, and 
advances toward a higher condition. 
ments are contradicted both by reason and fact. 

Itis not possible that a religion founded upon 

_ mystical records of the dreams of illiterate savages 
could foster civilization. Man’s improvement has 
been built upon facts capable of proof, and knowledge 
gained by experience. Christianity is erected upon 
visions and delusions. "When Jacob, out of the many 
gods of his ancestors, chose Jehovah for his god, he 
made the selection owing to a dream that he had in 
his sleep, When this same Jehovah sent his son to 
redeem the world, the knowledge that he was his son, 
born of a virgin, and not a mere man, begotten like 
other men, was communicated to Joseph in a dream. 
When the law of Moses concerning meats clean and un- 
clean was abolished, it was because Peter dreamed a 
dream. This is the teaching of the Bible. It is not 
the teaching by which peoples are civilized. It is the 
teaching which keeps them in ignorance, and binds 
them to poverty and slavery. When they come out 
of those conditions and advance to a better state, 


they awake from sleep, and cast away the memory of 


dreams. Night with its drowsy slumbers is past 
for them, and by the bright light.of day they inves- 
tigate, they test, they prove, they accept, or they 
reject. 

A religion which teaches its disciples to despise 
this life and consider it as only a passage to another, 
can never civilize the world. It is the savage who is 
content to liv from day to day as best he can, hoping, 
when he dies, to pass to some happier spirit land. 
If. he emerges from that condition, cultivates the 
earth and makes it bring forth harvests, adopts means 
of making life more useful and beautiful, it is because 
he récognizes the advantages resulting therefrom in 
this world, and not because he submits his intellect 
to a religion which teaches:him to count this life as 
nothing and urges him to take no thought for the 
morrow. If he abandons violence toward his fellows 
and acts with justice and propriety, itis because he 
learns that such conduct is most conduciv to his inter- 
ests heré, and not because he has adopted a religion 
which teaches him that rewards and punishments 
belong tò a future state, and that every offense may 
be pardoned at the eleventh hour. 

Civilization, instead of advancing with Christian- 
ity, has ever receded where she has placed her foot. 
Thousands of years before Jesus was born, there 
: were mighty civilizations. There was that of Rome, 
mistress of the world. Arts, science, and letters 
flourished under her government. A religion which, 
however false, had at least a poetic beauty and a 
refining influence wanting in more modern theolo- 
gies, was here. Where the Roman eagle advanced, 
uneultured man abandoned his rude ways. He wan- 
dered no more about the forest, depending upon the 
chances of the chase to save him from starvation. 
Along the great Roman roads that stretched over the 
known world, the fruits of industry were carried, If 
wrong were done, even in remote corners of her col- 
‘onies, the citizen of Rome could turn to his protect- 
ing mother, claiming his right. Christianity itself 
bears witness to the civilization it. found already 
established, for its Bible tells us that Paul, in the 
our of peril, claimed the privilege of a Roman citi- 
‘zen and appealed to Cesar. Buta sad hour came, 
and Constantine, unworthy successor to a noble line, 
bowed his neck to the cross. Rome became Chris- 
tian, and that once mighty organization began to 
crumble to pieces. Where she had reigned supreme, 
the savage roamed .again. The center whence 
earthly justice, earthly knowledge, earthly art, had 
spread over the nations, became the-center whence 
the anathemas of heaven were hurled against all who 
did not sacrifice this world to win another. The 
rule of Christ had set in. The age of darkness had 
commenced. Civilization was lost in the black 
cloud of a blind faith. ; 

Older even than that of Rome was the civilization 
of, Greece—a thing of beauty and of joy that did 
not quit the world without leaving behind it a sweet 
fragrance which delights us still. The songs of its 
poets are music to our ears, the sculptures of its 
artists brightness to our eyes in our own day. But 
the voice of the singer is hushed, the hand of the 
artist has lost.its cunning. Greece became a battle- 
ground where Jesus and Mohammed struggled for 
power to lead men to seek a better world by making 
this world worse. In her land once dwelt the phi- 
losopher, the man of letters, the wise legislator, the 
artist, and the poet. From her ports once sailed the 
vessels of the wealthy merchant, bearing the fruits of 
her soil and the manufactures of her cities. In her 
land dwell now the beggar, the assassin, and the 
brigand. From her shores sails now the starving 
fisherman, lazily dreaming of a time to come when 
he hopes to be transferred to another and a better 


world. The cross and crescent hav done their work. | 


We look for Grecian civil 


civilization to-day, and see only 


Such state-. 


the traces of former loveliness in her beautiful | 


corpse. 

Yet older was the civilization of Egypt. Old when 
the ignorant Israelites heard the voice of an angry 
God in the thunder clouds of Sinai; old when the 
barbarian Abraham sought to appease a cruel divin- 
ity by the sacrifice of his son; old when the God 
Christians profess to adore was but one among many 
gods Abraham’s fathers worshiped, and not yet 
selected for their chief—mistress of sciences and 
arts since lost. What mighty engins were employed 
in building those wondrous pyramids that still stand, 
defying time, centuries, and ages, after the work of 
subsequent civilizations hav crumbled into dust! 
What marvelous chemistry preserved the bodies of 
the builders and has kept them perfect to this day! 
What knowledge of other worlds taught them to 
map out with accuracy the starry spheres! Surely 
there was. civilization in Egypt when, in times of 
famin, the perishing of other nations flocked to her 
as the land of plenty, and were fed. Surely there was 
civilization there where from all quarters of the 
globe scholars gathered to compare and exchange 
their knowledge. Surely there was civilization in 
the country that possessed the most complete library 
the world has ever seen. There was—but there is 
not. The doom of Egyptian civilization was sealed 
when the early Christian converts fled from her 
cities to the deserts, shunning the society of their 
fellow-men to dwell with wild beasts that they might 
find a lasting habitation with Jesus in a world to 
come. i i 

Antedating probably even that of Egypt were two 
civilizations which hav continued to our own time, 
those of India and China. Cruel efforts hav been 
made and are making to introduce Christianity 
among those innocent people. Scattered over the 
earth to-day there are about two hundred millions of 
Christians of various sects. In India and the East 
there are three hundred million Buddhists. Among 
them a few ignorant peasants hav become so-called 
converts to Christianity. In our own land Christian 
men and women of culture and high thought are 
abandoning the teachings of Jesus for those of Bud- 
dha, and finding in Zeus Chrishna the original of 
Jesus Christ. Others, believing themselvs to be 
still Christians, are being led by the natural liberal- 
ity of their own minds to so humanize their faith 
that they seek Nirvana and call it heaven. If there 
is more of mildness, beauty, and truth in the teach- 
ing of Jesus than in that of Moses, it is owing to the 
fact that, between the two, Buddhist principles had 
spread until they struck on Jewish hearts. If 
Christianity to-day is more liberal, more refined, and 
more moral than it was six centuries back, it is be- 
cause the voice of humanity has been making itself 
heard, speaking truths that Buddha spoke. 


We are sometimes told that civilization follows 
Christianity because that religion teaches us our 
duties to each other. All that is good in its teaching 
is summed up in the sentence, “Do unto others as 
you would they should do unto you.” Shall we send 
missionaries to teach this as a new commandment to 
the Chinese, who read the writings of Confucius 
—whose ancestors, five centuries before Jesus is said 
to hav.been born, read therein: “Do unto another 
what you would hav him do unto you, and do not to 
another what you would nof hav him do unto you. 
Thou needest this law alone. It is the foundation 
of all the rest." 


As men become civilized, they east off the beliefs, 
the habits, and customs of savage life, and develop 
the good which is within themselvs, They discover 
truth by science, and apply their discoveries to use- 
ful purposes by art. Christianity has ever opposed 
science, and if at times she has encouraged art, it has 
been to render it subservient to her own ends. 
When she had most power, civilization was driven 
farthest back. In the Dark Ages, when she ruled, no 
progress was made to benefit mankind. None could 
be made, for every scientific discovery was subjected 
to scriptural test. Since then progress has kept pace 
with the retreat of Christianity before the advance of 
humanity. Civilization has reached the highest de- 
velopment it has yet attained in those spots where 
there is least faith. If we want Christianity practi- 
cally regulating men's lives, we must seek it in the 
miserable shanty of the starving Irish peasant, or on 
the steps of some Italian church, where the lazy 
lazzaroni beg their bread. Christianity never ele- 
vated the condition of man. It never made him 
strive to win his rights, but taught him that was 
smitten on one cheek to turn the other to receive 
another blow. It never instructed him to preserve 
what he had gained, but commanded him to reward 
the robber who stole his coat by presenting him with 
his cloak. It never raised him from poverty by 
encouraging thrift and industry, but bade him take 
no thought for the morrow, and set for his example 
the lily of the field that “toils not, neither does she 
spin.” As civilization advances, Christianity retires, 
the standard of the cross is lowered, the Bible criti- 
cised, its errors and its crimes brought to light, and 
over all rises in triumph the cultured reason of man. 

New York city, — E. J. Bowrett. 


cool at Marblehead, Mass. l 
lectured for many months, the Christians hate him as heartily 


dependent. Pulpit, was with the ' 
election is over. and the temper of the combatants has cooled, 


ES 


Among the Hereties. 


Prorgssor Huxrgv is in poor health, and contemplates 
leaving England for awhile. He may visit America. 


Tar Melbourne Liberator is bringing out a series of biog- 
raphies and pictures of prominent Freethinkers. The 
Christians hav not yet got Mr. Symes into jail for his heresy, 
though they are trying hard. ` 


Tax Spiritualist camp-meetings are better attended this 
year than on any previous year, and there seems to be more of 


them. The report of the Seybert commission has not shaken 


the faith of a great many—none that we hav heard of. 
Mr. G. W. Foorr, of the Freethinker, is now under the 


Christian harrow. One of the stories told about him by the 
Christians is that he deserted his wife in June, 1876. Mr. 
Foote was not married until March of the following year. 


Cor. Ropert G. INGERSOLL and family are trying to keep 
Though Mr. Ingersoll has not 


as ever. This isa certificate to the continued good character 


of Mr. Ingersoll. 


. IN the Texas Prohibition campaigh, Mr Bha; of the ae 
nti’s. ow that the 


he proposes to discuss the question with a view to its possible 


future agitation. . 


Mr. Tuomas WALKER, a Freethought lecturer of Australia, 


has begun the monthly publication of an illustrated journal 


named the Republican. The first number contained Colonel 
Ingersoll’s oration on the Declaration of Independence. The 
advocates of a republican government for Australia are 
numerous. . 


SALADIN, of the Secular Review, has been summering on the 
Clyde river. Mr. Ross is a Scotchman who loves his rugged : 
country, however much he hates her superstition. o 
doubt his Scotch ancestry has much to do with his strong 
writing. Seotchmen are noted for expressing their opinions 
with vigor, if not always with tolerance. 


Da. Gzonag W. Browne, of Rockford, IU., was one of the 
pioneers of Kansas liberty. He went to Kansas in 1855, and 
in Lawrence established the Herald of Freedom. Twice was 
his office sacked by a mob; he was imprisoned, and for 
months lived in daily fear of assassination. He is a vigorous 
Infidel writer, and his researches into ancient history are ex- 
tensiv: 


Tar New Thought prints an old-fashioned Catholic curse 
as tbe one sent over by Pope Leo XIII. for the benefit of 
Dr. McGlynn. The New Thought has been misinformed. 
Dr. McGlynn was only expelled from the church—excom- 
municated, not anathematized. Even Catholic church 
authorities hav too much fear of public opinion to proclaim 
such an apostolic malediction as Dr. Slop astounded Tristam 
Shandy's Uncle Toby with. l 


EVIDENTLY Taz TRUTA Ssexer is appreciated in India. 
The organ of the Madras Secular Society, the Thinker, in its 
issue of July 10:h reprints from our columns an article by 
J. L. Andrew, another article in which sympathy is expressed 
for God, and our London letter. In the next issue the 
Thinker reprints a section of ‘‘ Tales Told Out of School." 
The Thinker is the only Freethought paper in India, and its 
editor possesses a judgment of great discriminating power. 


Tan Better Way, the successor to several defunct Spiritual 
papers, has the '* original s'ate” upon which is written this 
message from H. W. Beecher : “ My Dear Sir: It is some- 
thing great in nature thatspirits can return. I fondly idolize 
it. How great is the truth of Spiritual phenomena! Iam 
assured that before long the world will giv more decided 
heed to them. Jam advancing in Spiritual work, and will 
continue to take an interest in the welfare and progress of 
humanity.” Mr. Beecher seems to hav passed on to the 
land of platitudes. 


- Waen Elizabeth Cady Stanton returns from Europe, 
which will be soon, labor upon the Woman’s Bible will be 
resumed, and its publication speedily follow. Mrs. Stanton 
has consulted the eminent scholars of Europe in her endeav- 
ors to do the Bible justice, and with their aid and that of the 
smart women over here, the Woman's Bible will be not alone 
an accurate Biblical commentary but a revelation of the dis- 
honesty of other commentators and Christian apologists. 
We understand that the wit for the new work will be largely 
supplied by Helen H. Gardener. f 


Wm. MoDOoNNELL, the author of ‘‘The Heathens of the 
Heath." * Exeter Hall," and ‘‘ Beautiful Snow,” is writing 
the ** Remiscences of a Preacher" for the Znvestigator. Mr. 
McDonnell is a theologian of no mean ability, and was des- 
tined by his parents for the church. He is now interested in 
jaw and in railroads and other commercial enterprises, and 
is one of the capitalists of Canada. Besides his books, he 
has written operas, words and music, which hav been pro- 
duced in Canadian theaters. He is short and thin in phys. 
ique, and posscsses a nervous temperament. 


Dooror Monroz, of the Ironclad Age, who always writes 
good-naturedly, though he is sometimes misunderstood, has 
his own theory of why Prohibition lost in Texas. It is this; 
* Religion killed it, as it does everything it heartily indorses. 
The ministers left their pulpits in some cases and canvassed 
the state for the measure. This made the people fly to their 
Bibles. They found that Jesus himself on one occasion had 
made a superior article of Bourbon whisky (then called wine) 
from plain water, using his miraculous power to effect the 
chemical transformation. And they very naturally concluded 
that the ministers were fighting the master and were becom- 
ing wise above that which is written. So they doubled up 
and voted Prohibition clear down. And now the average 
Texan, who is much given to religious fervor, but likes it 
with tansy, will continue to serve the Lord after the manner 
of his fathers." ; 

to 
Preaching and Practice. 
From the Catholic News. 

It might be well to add that everything taken from an- 
other paper should be credited, a rule which the Catholio 
News strictly adheres to. . Tne credit marks in 4 
newspaper are a good index to its ability. 

, From the Evening Sun. 

Yet, if the bright Catholic News is to be tested by its own 
standard thus set up, it is a less brilliant paper than many 
hav regarded it, for in its column of news headed, '* Among 
the City Churches,” we find that more than half had pre- 
viously appeared in the Evening Sun, and is not credited. 
And it is news which cost the Evening Sun money and 
special effort to obtain, 
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Communications. 


The Bible of Nature; or, The Principles of 
Secularism. 


A CONTRIBUTION TO THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE. 
BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 
Author of “ Physical Education,” “The Secret of the East,” ete. 


I.—Puysican Maxims. 
CHAPTER V.—SKILL. 
A.— Lessons of Instinct. 


The organic faculties of each species of animals are 
marvelously adapted to its peculiar mode of life, 
but only in the lower creatures the skilful exercise of 
those faculties appears to bean inborn gift. The young 
bee builds its first hexagon. with mathematical pre- 
cision. The young ant needs no instructor to aid 
her choice of proper building- material, of proper food 
to be stored for winter use or distributed in the 
nurseries of the larve. The young butterfly, an hour 
after issuing from the shell of the chrysalis, can use 
its wings as well as at the end of the summer, and dis- 
plays the same skill in steering its way through the 
maze of a tangled forest. 

Young birds, on the other hand, have to acquire 
such accomplishments ‘by long practice. Instead of 
driving them back to their nests, their parents en- 
courage their attempts at longer and longer flights, 
and seem to know that occasional mishaps will prove 
a useful lesson for future emergencies. The mother 
fox carries half-crippled game to her burrow and sets 
her cubs a-scampering in pursuit, allowing the best 
runner to monopolize the tidbits. Young kittens 
practice mouse- catching by playing with - balls; 
puppies run after grasshoppers, young squirrels play 
at nest-building by gathering handfuls of leaves and 
moss. A British naturalist, who had domesticated a 
young beaver, one day caught his pet building a dam 
across the floor of his study. The little engineer 
had dragged up a cartload of books, papers, sticks of 
wood, etc., and piled them up to best advantage, 
placing the heavier volumes in the bottom stratum 
and the lighter ones higher up, and filling out the 
interspaces with letters and journals. Every now 
and then he would “stand off” to scrutinize the 
solidity of the structure and return to mend a mis- 
arrangement here and there. 

Children manifest early symptoms of a similar in- 
stinct. Infants of two or three years can be seen 
squatting in the sand, excavating tunnels, or building 
prairiedog towns. Young Indians insist -on the 
privilege of breaking colts; the youngsters of the 
Bermuda Islanders straddle a plank and paddle around 
with a piece of driftwood, if their parents are too 
poor to afford them a canoe of their own. Toa 
normal American boy a tool-box is a more welcome 
present than a velvet copy of Doré’s Illustrated Bible. 
Swiss peasant lads practice sharp.shooting with self- 
constructed cross bows. The old English law which 
required the son of a yeoman to practice archery for 
three hours a day was probably the most popular 
statute of the British code. On new railroads. 
bridges, ete., artisans, plying their trade in the open 
air, are generally surrounded by crowds of young 
rustics, who fcrego the pleasures of nutting and 
nest-hunting for the sake of watching the manipula- 
tions of a new handicraft. Even in after years 
the instinct of construetiveness frequently breaks the 
shackles of etiquette, and princes and prelates have 
defied the gossip of their flunkeys by getting a set of 
tools and passing whole days in the retirement of an 
amateur workshop. The emperor Henry I. invented a 
number of ingenious hunting nets and bird-traps. 
Mohammed IL, the conqueror of Constantmople, 
.forged his own chain armor. Charles V., the arbiter 
of Europe, preferred watchmaking to every other 
pastime. Cardinal de Retz delighted in the con- 
struction of automatons. Peter the Great was the 
best ship-carpenter of his empire. 

B —REWARDS OF CONFORMITY. 

The English word king, libe Danish kong and 
German ‘oenig, are derived from koennen (practical 
knowledge), and the first ruler was the. most skilful, 
aslikely as the strongest, man of his tribe. Skill, 
whether in the sense of bodily agility or of mechan- 
ical cleverness, established the superiority of man 
over his fellow-creatures, and is still in many respects 
a test of precedence between man and man. Supreme 
physical dexterity is always at a premium, in peace 
as in war, in the sports of princes, in the pastimes of 
pleasure-seekers, in the adventures of travelers, in 
moments of danger, in camps, in the wilderness and 
on the sea, as well as in smithies and workshops. 
Conscious skill and agility form the basis of a kind of 
self-reliance which wealth can only counterfeit. . In 
a cosmopolitan seaport town of western Europe I 
once overheard a controversy on the comparative 
value of protective weapons. Revolvers, stilettos, 
air guns, slung-shots, and bowie knives found clever 
advocates, but all arguments yielded to the remark 


doubt,” said he, “ but, I tell you, mynheers, in a close 


| row the -best thing to rely upon is a pair of quick 


fists.” For the efficacy, even of the best weapons, de- 
pends to a large degree on the expertness of the 
handler, the panoply of a weakling being as unprofit- 
able as the library of an idiot. ‘Presence of mind” 
is often only the outcome of such expertness, and in 
sudden emergencies theories are shamed by the 
prompt expedients of a practical man. In war the 
issue of a doubtful campaign has more than once 
been decided by the superior constructiveness of an 
army that could bridge a river while their opponents 
waited for the subsiding of a flood. The conquest of 
Canada was achieved by the skill of a British soldier 
who devised a plan for hauling cannon to the top of 
a steep plateau. The fate of the Byzantine empire 
was decided by the mechanical expedient of a Turk- 
ish engineer who contrived a tramway of rollers and 
greased planks, as an overland road for a fleet of war 
ships. By the invention of the chain grappling. hook 
Duilius transferred the empire of the Mediterranean 
from Carthage to Rome. ae 

Even for the sake of its hygienic influence the de- 
velopment of mechanical skill deserves more general 
encouragement. Crank-work gymnastics are apt to 
pall, but in pursuit of a favorite handicraft even an 
invalid can beguile himself into a good deal of health- 
giving exercise, and, besides, the versatile develop- 
ment of the muscular system reacts on the functions 
of the vital organs, and thus explains the robust 
health of active mechanics often laboring under the 
‘disadvantage of indoor confinement. The poet 


“Goethe, whose -intuitions of practical philosophy 


rival those of Bacon and Franklin, records the opin- 
ion that every brain worker should have some mechan- 
ical by-trade in. order to obviate one-sidedness, and 
mental as well as physical debility. Every handicraft 
reveals by-laws of Nature which no cyclopedia can 
teach an inquirer; manual labor is a school of prac- 
tical wisdom, and sound “common sense,” as the 
English language happily expresses the sum of that 
wisdom, is a prerogative of farmers and mechanics 
far, far oftener than of speculative philosophers. 

Nor are such benefits limited to emergencies from 
which wealth could dispense its possessor. An am- 
ateur handicraft is the best safeguard against the 
chief bane of wealth: ennui, with its temptations to 
folly and vice. Nabobs can do worse than imitate 
the example of Carlo Boromeo, who spent every 
leisure hour of his philanthropic life in practical land- 
scape gardening, and turned a large, and once barren, 
lake-island into the loveliest paradise of southern 
Europe. 
great are apt to be nuisances,” would be less true if 
Goethe’s advice were heeded by our fashionable edu- 
cators, and the benefits of his plan would extend to 
emergencies for which fashionable accomplishments 
afford only a dubious safeguard. “A mechanical 
trade,” says Jean Jacques Rousseau, “ is the best basis 
of safety against the caprices of fortune. Classical 
scholarship may go begging, where technical skill 
finds itsimmediate reward. A distressed savant may 
recover his loss in the course of years; a skilful me- 
chanic need only enter the next workshop and show 
a sample of his handiwork. ‘ Well, let’s see you try,’ 
the reply will be; ‘step this way and pitch in.' " 

Thus, too, gymnastic agility is the best safeguard 
against numberless perils A mother who hopes to 


protect her boy by keeping him at home and guarding | 


him from the rough sports of his playmates, forgets 
that her àpron-strings cannot guide him through the 
perils of after years; and a better plan was that of 
Cato, the statesman, warrior, and philosopher, who, in 
the midst of his manifold duties, found time to in- 
struct his young sons in leaping ditches, and swim- 
ming rapid rivers, in order to “teach them to over- 
come danger that could not be permanently avoided." 
C.— PERVERSION. 

The absurd contempt of mechanical accomplish- 
ments is due partly to the direct influence of anti- 
physical dogmas, partly to the indirect tendency of 
that caste spirit which has for ages fostered the an- 
tagonism of wealth and labor. The opulent Brah- 
mans of ancient Hindostan thought themselves so im- 
meastfrably superior to the children of toil that aSudra 
was not permitted to approach a priest without ample 
precautions against the defilement of the worshipful 
entity. The temples of high-caste devotees were 
closed against low-caste believers. The very breath 
of a Sudra was supposed to poliute articles of food to 


such an extent that a Brahman had always to take 


his meals alone. 

The secret of such prejudices was probably the 
supposed antagonism of body and soul and the 
imagined necessity of emphasizing that contrast by 
constant insults to the representatives of physical 
interests and occupations. For in Europe, too, the 
propagation of an anti-physical creed went hand 
in hand with the systematic depreciation of secular 
work, excepting, perhaps, the trade of professional 
manslaughter, the military caste, which here, as in 
India, found always means to enforce respect by 
methods of their own. During the most orthodox 
centuries of the Middle Ages industrial burghers were 


of an old sea-captain, who had faced danger in four j valued only as tax-payers; peasants were treated 
different continents. . There's a use for all that, no little better than beasts of burden—in many respects 


* Heroum filii noxae" "the sons of the: 


| decidedly worse, for after drudging. all day for an 
inexorable master, the serf had often to work by 
moonlight, in order to get a little bread for himself 
and his family. The proposition to join in any 
manual occupation (the handling of a whip, perhaps, 
excepted) would have been resented as a gross insult 
by every little baron or priest of Christian Europe. 
Paul Courier describes the indignation of a French 
nobleman who caught a tutor instructing his boys in 
botany and the secret of improving trees by grafting: 
“Going to make a clown of him? You had better . 
get an assistant-teacher with a manure cart.” The 
manual-labor dread of several medieval princes went 
to the length of employing special chamberlains for 
every detail of their toilet: a chief and assistant 
shirt-warmer, & wig-adjuster, a hand-washer, a foot- 
bather, a foot-dryer. German barons thought me- 
chanical labor an incomparable disgrace— more 
shameful, in fact, than crime—for the same Jtitter 
who would have starved rather than put his hand to 
a plow, had no hesitation in eking out an income by 
highway robbery. The princes of the church thought 
it below their dignity to walk afoot, and kept sedan- 
bearers to transport them to church and back. They 
kept writing and reading clerks, and now and then 
fought a duel by proxy, or sent a vicar to lay the 
corner-stone of a new court-house, in order to convey 
the impression that their spiritual duties left them 
no time for secular concerns. i 
That sort of other worldliness stil seems to bias 
our plans of education. Colleges that would fear to 
lose prestige by devoting a few minutes a week 
to technical work or horticulture, surrender dozens 
of hours to the bullying propaganda of a clerical 
miracle-monger. Mechanical mastership (after all, 
the basis of all science) is denied a place among the 
honorable “faculties” of our high-schools. Fashion- 
able parents would be shocked at the vulgar taste of 
a boy who should visit joiner-shops and smithies, 
instead of following his aristocratic friends to the 
club-house. They would bewail the profanation of 
his social rank, if he should accept an invitation 
to impart his skill to the pupils of a mechanical 
training-school; but would connive at the mental 
prostitution of a young sneak who should try to 
reestablish a sanctimonious reputation by volunteer- 
ing his assistance to the managers of a mythology- 
school. : i 
D.—PENALTIES OF NEGLECT. . 


Neglected development, either of physical o 
mental faculties, avenges itself in ennui, modified, for 
the benefit of the poor, by the less monotonous. 
afflictions of care. There is no doubt that the feel- 
ing of emptiness that seeks refuge in the fever of 
passion or intoxication, is a wholly abnormal con- 
dition, as unknown to the children of the wilderness, 
who never feel the craving of unemployed faculties, 
as to the truly civilized man, who finds means to 
satisfy that craving. Unemployed muscles, like idle 
talents, rebel against continued neglect and goad the 
sluggard to seek relief in the morbid excitement of 
vice, and the father who thinks it a waste of money 
to invest a dollař in a tool-box may have to spend 
hundreds for the settlement of rum bills and gam- 
bling debts. 

Both the effect and the cause of such excesses were 
rather rare in the prime of the North American 
republic, when nearly every colonist was a farmer, 
and every farm a polytechnicum of home-taught 
trades; but European luxuries introduced European 
habits, and our cities now abound with plutocrats who 
are ashamed of the toil by which their forefathers laid 
the foundation of their wealth. Our cities have bred 
the vices faster than the refinements of wealth, and 
have become acquainted with ennwi— 


We lack the word but have the thing; 


and thousands who would fail to find relief on the 
classical hunting grounds of Peter Bayle might 
imitate his landlord, who practiced sharp-shooting 
with a medieval hunting-bow till he could challenge 
the best pistol shots of the neighboring garrison. 
Jn a choice of evils the most puerile game of skill is, 
indeed, clearly preferable to games of chance; but 
to that last resort of inauity the traditional. aversion 
to manual employments has actually driven thousands 
of city idlers. Yet our American towns have never 
sunk to the abject effeminacy of European cities, 
where physical apathy has become a test of good 
breeding ard a taste for mechanical accomplishments 
a stigma of eccentricity, and where, consequently, 
social prestige has to be purchased at the price of 
practical helplessness, of dependence in all mechan- 
ical questions of life on the aid and the judgment of 
hirelings. 
Life-endangering accident may now and then 
illustrate the disadvantages of physical incapacity ; 
a drowning bather may be inclined to admit that the 
saving influence of a swimming. sehool might com- 
pare favorably with that of the baptismal miracle 
tank; but the survivors will persist in relying on the 
vicarious omnipotence of coin, ignoring the clearest 
illustrations of the truth that physical incapacity 
avenges itself in every waking hour, even of the 
wealthiest weakling, while the guardian-spirit of 
Skill accompanies its wards. from the workshop to 
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the playground and follows them over mountains and 
geas. 
: E.—REFORM. 

The growing impatience with the dead-language 
system of our monkish school. plan will soon lead toa 
radieal reform of college education, and a fair portion 
of the time gained should be devoted to the culture 
of mechanical arts. For boys in their teens the “ in- 
stinct of constructiveness”” would still prove to re- 
tain enough of its native energy to make the change 
a decidedly popular one, as demonstrated by the 
success of the mechanical training schools that have 
attracted many pupils who have to find the requisite 
leisure by stinting themselves in their recreations.. 
“Applied gymnastics” (riding, swimming, etc.) 
would be still more popular, and greatly lessen the 
yearly list of. accidents from the neglect of such 
trainitig. i ; : 

The bias of fashion would soon be modified by the 
precedence of its leaders, as. in Prussia, where the 
royal family set a good example by educating their 
princes (in addition to the inevitable military train- 
ing) in the by-trade of some mechanical accomplish- 
ment (carpentry, sculpture, bookbinding, ete.), the 
choice of ‘handicraft being optional with the pupil. 
No model residence should be. deemed complete 
without a polytechnic workshop, furnished with a 
panoply of apparatus for the practice of all sorts of 
amateur chemical and mechanical pursuits—a plan 
by which the Hungarian statesman-author, Maurus 
Jockar, has banished the specter of ennui from his 
hospitable country seat. His private hobby is Black 
Art, as he calls his experiments in recondite chemis- 
try, but any one of his guests is welcome to try his 
hand at wood.earving, glass-painting, metallurgy, or 
any of the more primitive crafts, for which the lab- 
oratory furnishes an abundance of apparatus 
Private taste might, of course, modify the details of 
that plan, and even without regard to eventual re- 
sults, its proximate benefits if once known would 
alone insure its general adoption in the hoines of the 
ennui-stricken classes. The educational advantages 

: of -mechanical training, though, can, indeed, hardly 
be overrated. A scholar with nerveless arms and 
undextrous hands is as far from being & complete 
man as a nimble savage with an undeveloped brain. 


—— — —49-—-————— ———- 
Is Knowledze Fatal? 

This question is suggested by the almost universa) 
ban of custom upon any intelligent discussion or 
investigation of sex or sex relations. 

‘Were there any realm of civilization exempt from 


the evils of sex misdirection and perversion; did the. 


sweetness of clean relations prevail in any social 
realm, as a rule, it would not be so strange that one 
‘who opened up a hidden cesspool, or probed an 
exceptional ulcer, should be seized upon as a diffuser 
of obnoxious elements, offensiv to the common taste 
and sense of propriety. 

But the well-known undercurrent of prostitution, 
legal and illegal; the well-understood. derangement 
of physical and moral constitution, on account of 
ignorance, indiscretion, or outrage; make it a matter 
of amazement that any honest effort to reach bottom 
causes should fail to be welcomed by thinking minds. 

For what possible reason can it be conjectured 
that Elmina D. Slenker, or any other matron of well- 
known worthy life and irreproachable conduct, should 
enter upon a scientific investigation of the problem 
of sex, except to confer upon humanity the benefit of 
knowledge?  . ; 

Does not the world need knowledge in this direc- 
tion? Is this the one quality of life and human 
relation that is to be made helpful and blessed by 
the darkness of ignorance ? 

Is the source of life the one realm where nothing 
is or can be made clean, or lovely, or of good 
report ? 

It is the conviction of many minds that knowledge 
in this department of being is essential to human 
advancement and perfection. Sex is & principle of 
life. It is an all-pervading quality and force. Every- 
thing created has come into form and function 
through these two sex forces—positiv and negativ, 
male and female. Without their perfect balance and 
cooperation there could be no harmony in the plan- 
etary spheres. Without their balance and wise coóp- 
eration in human life and society there can be neither 
health, harmony, nor purity. 

The perversion of sex relations, and the’ long- 
continued darkness fostered by enforced ignorance 
concerning this fundamental law and condition of 


life, has bred so deep and turbid a stream of vileness. 


that the United States government has been called 
in to giv authority to a detectiv system. 

This system, or its agent, does not exercise any 
discrimination between works or expressions intended 
to enlighten and reveal the causes of disorder and 
impurity, and make way for intelligent treatment of 
the sex question, and those that are designed to 
arouse or inflame physical amativ impulse. If but 
some word or expression is obnoxious, the grasp of 
the law throttles ‘the beneficent teacher alike with 
the vendor of indecent publications. 

Is not this condition of things of sufficient import 
in its aspects, both 9s a hindrance to the diffusion 


of saving knowledge, and an interference with the 
inestimable right of free discussion, to make it in- 
cumbent on all thinkers and lovers of justice to come 
to the rescue of those who are under the ban of legal 
prosecution, because of an effort to increase helpful 
knowledge? Why should Elmina be left entirely to 
the process of law and verdict of a jury? Should 
not the people everywhere constitute themselvs a 
jury to sit upon the case? Is it not time the think- 
ing public—the people who are convinced we hav 
groped in darkness long enough—should cry out, Let 
there be light? Is not this cause of enlightenment 
concerning one of the greatest problems of life, the 
cause of humanity? 

One mother, out of the abundance of motherly 
heart, seeks to help lift the pall of unthinking igno- 
rance and to find a better way wherein by a wider 
knowledge humanity can rise to greater proportions. 
Shall she be condemned without a widely voiced pro- 
test? Are we not in this hour criminally inert 
who shall fail to rally to the support, defense, and 
vindication of Elmina Slenker, and anyone who is 
seized upon by the detectiv system when trying to 
find how.to remove ignorance, vice, and outrage? 

"Those who realize that impurity, vice, and marital 
misery cannot be legislated or detected out of exist. 
ence, but can only be eliminated by right educational 
influences, right knowledge, prenatal culture, and a 
balance of sex power, which forces will advance the 
race to a higher plane of being, hav everything to 
work for. 

It is not time for carping criticism, though in no 
department of culture is it more important that the 
best possible methods, expressions, and words 
should be chosen—-for it is humanity we should seek 
to redeem, not words. It is no time for shrinking 
timidity, or faint praise that damns, but for brave, 
loyal conduct by lovers of truth, righteousness, and 
purity. Itis time for a widely voiced protest that 


will “ring out the old” customs of prudishness and | 


concealment that hav bred violence and misery, and 
“ring in the new” order of knowledge that will, with 
the calcium light of truth, reveal to humanity the 
sacredness of Sex. : Lucinpa B. CHANDLER. 


Liberty or Anarchy. 

As an Anarchist partisan who does not think him- 
self mentally broad enough to hav surrounded all 
truth, I highly appreciate the work which Tus TRUTH 
SzEkER is doing. From your intimation that social 
cuaos is what you understand by Anarchy. and from 
reading many of your articles, I think that there is 
some difference in the force of certain words to your 
mind and ours. To me Anarchy is liberty, and liberty 
is Anarchy. You say that your party is Liberty— 
liberty for everyone to think, express his thought, and 
act as he pleases so long as he infringes upon no 
other's equal right, and curtails no other's equal lib- 
erty. Now, this is. what I want, too, and with this 
admitted and intelligently applied we should hav 
that condition which we call Anarchy. But I 
must ask that by “equal liberty" we are at all 
events to understand liberty, not equal restriction. 
In a tantalizing sense, there may be “ equal liberty” 
where there is very little liberty. People do not yet 
seem to realize that when they hav put themselvs 
under constitutional law, taking away natural liberty, 
the imposition upon a dissenting minority is not re- 
deemed by the same being submitted to by the 
makers. They call that equal liberty. We call it 
equal slavery. 

Whether or not we are fo condemn government 
depends upon what is meant by government. Find 
me & government in which all the citizens hav agreed 
to join together and where they hav the conceded 
right to individually withdraw from contributing to 
its support when it ceases to fulfil their aims, as we 
now hav with churches, and I will admit that such 
government is compatible with Anarchism. Anarch- 
ists hav no objection to any number of persons hav- 
ing a government, if such government will curtail 
none of our liberty according to your definition. 
We say that when a government levies taxes upon us 
without our consent, ib curtails our liberty and pur- 
suit of happiness by robbing us of our means. As 
the churches are supported by voluntary contribu- 
tions, so let the government be supported. That is 
to say, we hav no objection to the subjects of a gov- 
ernment voluntarily assuming such obligations and 
binding themselvs as they see fit to contribute and to 
pay, but let them take nothing from us and interfere 
in no way with such of our acts as don't infringe 
upon their natural liberties, and we arecontent. We 
believe in preventing and punishing murder and rob- 
bery, ete. It is a question of words whether this 
prevention and punishment shall be called govern- 
ment or not. We refer it, when done by a hired 
force, to the principle of insurance. 

You know that in economic science “rent” has 
a technical meaning. We giv a technical meaning to 
“government.” We do not use it to mean protec- 
tion, but rulership. Are we not justified logically by 
the fact that advocates of government are constantly 
ready to assert that it is impossible for them to carry 
on their scheme without forcing all nativs of the 
country to be citizens and taxpayers whether they 


~- 


individually wish to be so or not? They will respect 
our “equal” liberty, but they cannot afford to 
respect our liberty, neither our property! We are 
now in the same stage that you would be in if the 
idea prevailed that, in order to aupport the church, 
the majority might force the minority to be mem- 
bers—at least, to contribute to it—and that, their 
rights of membership, voting, etc., being reserved 
for them whenever they chose to claim them, they 
were treated with “equal” religious freedom, but 
contribute they must and obey they must in no 
matter what unnecessary things the authority of the 
majority ordered. We are seeking to enlighten men 
as to the wrong and absurdity of promiscuous recip- : 
rocal tyranny. In proportion as this enlightenment 
spreads, the way will be prepared for that which, 
with your habits of thought, you may prefer to call a 
philosophie Anarchical. government, or government 
of actual consent, but which we call simply Anarchy. 
Chaos is a theological fiction. In all nature form 
and order result from the powers in things. Gov- 
ernment other than self-government is violence. To 
hav a self-governing state it would be necessary 
to hav the voluntary adhesion of every citizen. We 
claim that the adhesion and support of a great 
majority can be had for equitable regulations com- 
patible with and in furtherance of liberty, and that if 
any stand oùt and cannot appreciate the benefits 
of insurance, we can afford to let them alone so long 
as they behave themselvs. I claim that Anarchy will 
accomplish in a more true and scientific manner the 
aim of protection, which is all that attaches repub- 
licans to government. I claim this with the same 
confidence as you claim that natural morality will 
develop all the virtues—for which alone some con- 
servativ people still cling to their Bibles—and 
develop. them far better for not having a mixture 
or leaven of authority foreign to the meritorious 
element in the case. J. L. W. 

— LL — 

` * Im is the conservatism of the authorities of Rome 

and their priests that leads them to cling to the side 
of the aristocracy and the wealthy and powerful few, 
as opposed to the democracy of the poor masses. 
Some priests will preach that poverty is a blessing, 
but they do not think it is a good thing for them- 
selvs or any of their relativs or friends. These 
preachers are themselvs a terrible example of the 
debasing effect of the pursuit of wealth. When 
I was studying in Rome my tutor told me that, if it 
were left to the Italian people to decide what was the 
worst fault of the Italian clergy, the verdict would be 
their avarice. I say that those who hav left the 
church and cursed religion because of the wrongs | 
that the priests allow wealth unrebuked to per- 
petrate, pay a higher tribute to the divine justice of 
God than the high and dry and fossilized and moth- 
eaten men who sit in the first places in the church . 
and the synagog.” — Edward McGlynn, Hu-Priest. 

—— o 

A Dishonest Commentator. 

From the Banner of Light, ; 

The subject of discussion before Rev. Dr. Meredith’s 
Bible class in this city recently was ‘‘The Red Sea,” and he 
opened it with the statement, as reported in the secular 
papers, that the Israelites, before their departure out of 
Egvpt, were instructed not to ‘ borrow,” but to ask or de- 
mand of the Egyptians their jewelry. He said it was God's 
transaction. Mr. Ingersoll, he saw fit to add, didn t think it 
beneath his dignity to talk about the Israelites borrowing 
from the Egyptians, and then ringing in his cavils on false 
pretenses. “Honest, now”—quoting Colonel Ingersoll— 
** was that a square transaction ?” 

* You can see," Dr. Meredith continued, ** what effect 
such caving wone hav on the young men who don't know 
anything. ell, Ingersoll is no fool. He was brought up 
in a Christian family; and either he knew that the word 
* borrowed was not there, or he did not know. If he did 
not know, and then played on that word, ‘honest, now, was 
that a square transaction? (Cheers from the whole Bible 
class.) God commanded the Israelites to take what they did 
from the Egyptians; and you might as well try to fly from 
the sun as to think to get away from God, if you hav-got any 
money that-belongs to anybody else. He will catch you in 
this world or the other—one,of the two.” 

Now let.us take down Dr. Meredith’s Bible from the place 
where it looks as if he had let the dust accumulate on its 
cover, and see whether he or Colonel Ingersoll is quoting 
God right. He asserts that God commanded the departing 
Israclites to take what they did from the Ezyptians; Colonel 
Ingersoll asserts that God commanded them to ** borrow” it, 
each relying on the Bible story. Now, what does the Bible 
—this dusty Bible of Dr. Meredith—itself say ? Exodus xii, 
35: ** And the children of Israel did according to the word 
of Moses; and they dorrowed of the Eevptians jewels of 
silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment. (Verse 36) And the 
Lord gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so 
that they lent unto them such things as they required.” 

This is the story. just as Dr. Meredith's Bible tells it. It 
happens, too, that it tells it in Colonel Ingersoll’s way, and 
not in Dr. Meredith’s at all. Amd the secular paper from 
which we take the whole report crows forth in a conspicuous 
head.liné to it: ‘‘Ingersoll Answered." Not only does the 
Bible say that the [sraclites “borrowed” jewelry of the 
Egyptians before leaving with intent never to return, but it 
adds that God “ gave them favor in the sight of the Egyp- 
tians, so that they lent unto them," etc. Thus is the proof 
that the Israelites ‘‘borrowed” driven clear through and 
clenched on the other side. 

We now Call on Dr. Meredith's Bible class to giv ‘‘ cheers 
for Colonel Ingersoll, who has shown himself a more accurate 
and reliable Bible scholar than their own accepted teacher is. 
Will they be ** honest, now," and stand up and giv them ? 
Can they really hold up their heads and say that Dr. Mere- 
dith quotes the Bible truly? and, if they cannot, will they 
presume to assert that his is a '' square transaction 2 
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The Pope's Dangerous Desires. 

Dr. Bernard O'Reilly, a Catholic theologian of 
eminence, enjoying the confidence of the powers at 
the Vatican, and speaking, therefore, with exceptional 
authority, says that it is a settled thing that the 
Catholie people of Italy will soon force the govern- 
ment to giv the pope & part of the kingdom, in which 
he shall reign in things temporal as well as spiritual. 
The claim of the pope is the modest one of the city 
of Rome and the Sbates of the Church. This popish 
claim is viewed favorably, says Dr. O'Reilly, by all 
European statesmen, except the radicals and the 
anti-Christian sects. 

Further, according to the same sailer, the pope 
intends to push himself into the internal polities of 
all nations, working always, of course, for the good 
of the Roman Catholic church. A determination to 
adopt this poliey led him to interfere in French 


polities in 1885, to issue his orders to the German: 


Catholics to support Bismarck, to send an emissary 
to Ireland, to take cognizance of the constitution of 
the Knights of Labor, and to excommunicate Mce- 
Glynn for preaching a land theory contrary to the 
doctrins of the Roman church. In short, the pope 
proposes to hav a finger in the pies of all nations, 
with the idea that from most, if not all of them, he 
ean extract plums of great sweetness for Christianity. 

For what the unregenerate of this age term monu- 
mental nerve, the pope must be conceded to be ahead 
of all others. He has adopted this program, he says, 
because the church is the very best friend of both 
the rulers and the people; and, while both church 
and state are supreme, sovereign, and independent 
each within its own sphere, yet, as both derive their 
origin and authority from God, they should cooperate 
with each other in forwarding the welfare, spiritual 
and temporal, of their subjects. Therefore, he seeks 
alliance with all the powers, promising to help them 
keep their “subjects” in obedience in return for 
their aid in restoring to him the territorial sover- 
eignty of which the Italian parliament in iin de- 
prived him. 

We do not know how it wil appear to Roman 
Catholies, but to one who looks with contempt alike 
upon the claims of king and priest, the pope’s offer 
has very much the appearance that a proposal of an 
alliance offensiv and defensiv from one slave-owner 
to another would hav. In Germany, the proposal of 
the holy slave-owner might be worth considering by 
the secular slave-owner, but in a republie, where there 
are not supposed to be any “subjects,” Mr. Pecci’s 
overtures are of less value. It is true that here the 
king is represented by “ society,” which has an in- 
terest in keeping the common people down, and 
might be glad to hav the Italian humbug’s aid, but 
the common people hav no idea of being sat upon 
in any such way, and the holy slave-owner will find 
that a certain portion of his slaves cannot be de- 
livered. 

To one conversant with the history of the church 
the position assumed by Leo XIII. appears dangerous 


just so far as it is accepted by the governments. 
The government of the United States, of course, 
eannot buy the pope's good offices in return for 
pressure exerted upon Italy. The administration 
that attempted it would be hooted out of office. In 
Europe, polities are conducted differently. "Though 
the people possess the franchise, the governments, 
with few exceptions, are despotisms. In one way or 
another, the divinely appointed kings manage to hav 
their own imperious way. For their people, there- 
fore, the entrance of the pope into the arena is 
fraught with danger of the gravest kind. But to no 
eountry so much as to Italy does the prospect look 
dark. To surrénder the territorial sovereignty of 
the States of the Church is throwing the people to 
wild beasts. When Italy was taken from the French 
and given back to petty princes, archdukes, and ad- 
venturers, the States of the Church were restored to 
the pope. Under Pius VII. people of these States 
were again reduced to the condition of beggars. Al] 


reforms were abandoned, and the ecclesiastics ruled 


with tyranny. Education was narrowed, and placed 
in clerical hands. Any professor suspected of liberal 
views was at once expelled from his university. 
Under Pius VII. and Leo XII. the government of 
Rome is described by historians as infamous. The 
people lived in misery and squalor, while the church 
officials rioted in opulence. This continued through 
the pontificate of Gregory XVI., and when he died 
in 1846 the people were like mad beasts. Under 
Pius IX. more liberty was granted, and it is generally 
admitted that he was the only pope with nineteenth 
century ideas that has occupied the Vatiean. But 
after his return from Gaeta in 1850, he began the re- 
actionary reign, supported by French soldiers and 
the Jesuits. Victor Emanuel found him the greatest 
enemy to Italian liberty, and was forced to place 
church property under state control and abolish 
ecclesiastical courts, or the church would hav 
beggared and ruined the country. In Sicily and other 
states, the church encouraged brigandage, and aided 
the thieves to despoil the people and defy the state. 
It was not until as late as 1870, when the national 
troops took possession of Rome—leaving the pope 
the Vatican wherein to pose as a persecuted prisoner 
—that Italy became a country fit for a civilized per- 
son to liv in. 

Leo XIII. shows the reactionary spirit which dis- 
tinguished the latter part of his predecessor's reign, 
together with the aggressiv impulses characteristic 
of the popes when they possessed actual temporal 
power. He desires to be a king among kings and to 
restore to the church the old-time magnificence and 
influence. He is a dangerous man, and all the more 
so that he is a diplomat of ability and a skilled poli- 
tician. 

e 
Our Always Fresh Contemporary. 

Mrs. Slenker sends us this with request to print : 

“I hav just finished reading the last issue of the Winsted 
Press, and I feel that I ought to let Liberals know the value 
of this old Connecticut periodical. It is the most.radical of 
radical papers. Not an issue of it but contains something 
fresh, new, and vigorous, something all Liberals need and 
want. Send three cents to L. V. Pinney, Winsted, Conn., 
and see a specimen of it.” 

Cheerfully do we giv our esteemed contemporary 
the benefit of Mrs. Slenker's good opinion, and we 
may add also our own general appreciation of the 
Winsted Press. It is lively, slashing, humorous, and 
grimly sarcastic, and, as Mrs. Slenker says, something 
fresh may always be found in its columns—for in- 
stance, the following, from the Press of the 18th 
inst. : 

“t The Boston Investigator and the New York TRUTH SEEKER 
are in for the defense of Mrs. Slenker because she belongs to 
their church. If she had happened to be a Methodist minis- 
ter or a Presbyterian deacon they would run with the Com- 
stock hounds. This is sectarianism, and we hav yet to find 
that Infidel sectarianism is any more liberal in thought or 
action than the orthodox bigotry from which it has sprouted. 

“Tf Tug TRUTA SEEKER had never munched hay out of the 
same rack with Elmina she might hang. It only seems to 
feel such interest in the matter as a Cotton Mather Christian 
might hav felt in his grandmother on trial for unmistakable. 
witchcraft. The chance of personal acquaintance, small as 
it is, is thus seen to be of more importance in the TRUTH 
SEEKER office just now than a mere question of right or 
wrong. And this is the same TRUTH SEEKER that was 
‘founded by D. M. Bennett,’ whose imprisonment for mail- 
ing obscene literature is being very adroitly justified by his 
successors. True, they make some protest against illegal 
proceedings on the part of the prosecution in this particular 
case, they scold the creature Comstock for his method of 


; procedure, they admit that private correspondence is ex- 


ceptional literature. There is more indication of perversity . 
and small craftiness than of stupidity on their part, but ` 
hypocrisy is not @ saving grace on such occasions." 

Fresh and vigorous Mr. Pinney has said this be 
eause in a former issue we wrote: 

“If we had never until now heard of Mrs. Slenker and 
knew nothing of her work, we would not consider the case 
one that called for an uprising of Freethinkers to defend in- 
vaded principles. 

If our highly esteemed friend had been as de- 
sirous of letting his readers know why we defend 
Mrs. Slenker as he seems to be to mislead them as 
to our position, he might hav found room in his 
fresh, new, and vigorous paper for the reasons we 
gave in the same editorial from which he quotes. 
But let that go. It is sometimes the case, we hav 
found, that a radical of radicals is so radical in eriti- 
cism that he runs into niisrepresentation. And Mrs. ` 
Slenker has given usa certificate that the Press is 
the most radical of radical papers. It remains, how- 
ever, to be seen if Mr. Pinney is right. 

We said that in Mrs. Slenker's case there is no 
principle invaded calling for an uprising of Free- 
thinkers as Freethinkers. ‘This we believe to be an 
accurate statement. Mrs. Slenker is not charged 
with heresy. She is not arrested for mailing Free- 
thought literature. In fact, there is nowhere about 
her prosecution a single outward indication that she 
is put to all this-trouble because she is a Free- 
thinker. The work she has chosen is no more Free- 
thought than it is Christian. It is not even a work 
in which Freethinkers, as a body, sympathize. More 
Freethinkers regret Mrs. Slenker’s course than ap- 
plaud it. Mrs. Slenker has committed no crime, but 
the one she is charged with no more appeals to Free- 
thinkers as Freethinkers than the arrest of. the most 
pious smut pedler in New York. And itis not be- 
cause, as the fresh and vigorous Mr. Pinney ele- 
gantly phrases it, we hav munched hay out of the 
same rack with Mrs. Slenker, that we defend her. 
It is for a far different and a broader reason—a 
reason, perhaps, so broad that Mr. Pinney will hav 
difficulty in exercising the elasticity of his mind suffi- 
ciently to surround it. Personal friendship has 
nothing to do with it, though we should be recreant- 
to all noble impulses did we not help a friend no 
matter what trouble overtook him or her. 

We defend Mrs. Slenker for the same reason that 
we defend any one person or any body of people un- 
justly prosecuted. We defend her for the same 
reason that we ask for a new and fair trial for the. 
alleged Anarchists of Chicago. We defend her for the 
same reason that we denounce the legal persecution 
of the Mormon church. We defend her for the same 
reason that we protested against the imprisonment 
of Herr Most, when it was clearly shown that he had 
done nothing deserving punishment. We defend 
her because in her case the right to free scientific in- 
vestigation has been imperiled ; because, in her ar- 
rest, the Constitution of our country has been 
violated, and because she was arrested for one thing 
and is to be punished for another. We defend her, 
in short, because we are a Freethinker, and not be- 
cause she is. 

Crime may be broadly defined as the injury of one 
person by another. Our laws are framed to redress 
such injuries by punishing the perpetrator. But un- 
less such injury has occurred, no crime has been 
committed, and punishment inflicted upon an in- 
nocent person is infamous injustice. Let the at- 
torney of Virginia show that Mrs. Slenker has in- 
jured anyone in person, property, or morals, and 
we hav not another word to say in her defense. But 
until it is so shown we shall do our best to get her 
out of his clutches, in which she has been placed 
by the scoundrelly intermeddling of the hangers-on 
of an illegitimate and dangerous society. We 
do not defend Mrs. Slenker because she is a 
Freethinker, but because she is a human being 
whose liberty and rights are wantonly assailed 
and violated for no decent cause whatever. If 
this is sectarianism, we hope Mr. Pinney will some 
time grow large enough to join our sect. 

When the fresh and vigorous Winsted Press 
states that we are “adroitly justifying” the impris- 
onment of D. M. Bennett, it states what its editor 
ought to know is false. Mr. Bennett defended bim- 
self on precisely the same ground on which we defend 
Mrs. Slenker—that he had committed no crime, had 
injured no person. Incidentally came into the də- 
fense the unconstitutionality of the law, the character 
of. the prosecutor, and of the society by whom he 
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was émployed. These are all applicable, and urged 
in behalf of Mrs. Slenker. But the main fact in Mr. 

Bennett's case, as in Mrs. Slenker’s, is that no wrong 
was done, and no injury to anyone resulted from his 
conduct. It may be that. some people's notions of 
propriety were shocked slightly, but what of that? 
Our notions of propriety are shocked every time a 
priest feeds his congregation the body and blood of 
Christ. In turn, we shock the Christians’ notions 
whenever we expose the foolishness of their imagin- 
ary cannibalism. Shall a man be shut up in prison 
for such “offenses?” If so, what becomes of 
individual rights? of personal liberty ? of freedom of 
speech and of publication ? 

This, it seems to us, is broader ground upon 
which to make a stand than that occupied by our 
ever fresh contemporary, which holds that, as obscen- 
ity is only a vice, and vices are not punished, Mrs. 
Slenker should go scot-free. This, if not damning 
with faint praise, is at leást pleading guilty and 
throwing the prisoner upon the mercy of the court. 
There is here no manful battling for right, but 
an “adroit” squirming out of a consideration of the 
principles of the case. Mr. Pinney says that “if the 
Investigator and Tus Trura Srexer believe that 
obscenity is a crime, their duty to what they call 
their Freethought is to see that any Freethinker 
who commits that crime is hunted out and punished.” 
We might retort that, just as much, should the Press 
seek out the vicious and reform them. And if we do 
so think, adds the ever fresh Press, “we ought 
to help Comstock make an example of Mrs. Slenker, 
for it appears that according to their standards she 
is guilty." Inthis Mr. Pinney adds treachery to Mrs. 
Slenker to his previous squirming defense of her. 
We cannot reflect the feelings of the Investigator, 
but we can say that if the Press were honest those 
words regarding Tur Trura Serxer would never hav 
appeared. In the editorial which has caused our 
eontemporary to slop over with such great waste of 
ink, we denied Mrs. Slenker's guilt. We believe, as 
previously stated, that crime is whatever matdrially 
injures the individual, and that he is a criminal who 
wilfully and knowingly harms another. This is our 
standard of crime and measure of criminals. If 
obscenity does this, then is obscenity a crime; and if 
the injured person cannot protect himself, then is it 

the duty of collectiv individualism to protect him. 
But, except in the case of children away for the mo- 
ment from their parents or those in whose care they 
are, we believe that the individual can protect him. 
self against any obscenity that may crop out. As for 
the wretches in large cities who peddle the rotten 
stuff to minors, there are no years containing days 
enough for them to worry through in jail. 

That is our opinion of obscenity, stated many 
times before; and that is our opinion of Mrs. 
Slenker's case, stated often enough for the editor 
of the Press not to hav fallen into so many foolish 


errors. t 
——— m 


The Ingratitude of Politicians. 

We believe that it is inevitable that every new 
movement shall suffer sooner or later from internal 
wrangling. The wrangle usually occurs as soon as 
the new party has sufficient strength to fight at all. 
The Abolition party was divided against itself, some 
advocating peaceful and constitutional emancipation, 
others advocating revolution, declaring the Constitu- 
tion to be a covenant with death and & league with 
hell. The temperance party splits on the different 
methods of accomplishing its purpose, and the 
Woman Suffragists divide on various small issues. 
Even the Liberals of the country, though never 
strong enough to afford it, hav had their internal 
squabble, and will, probably, hav more of them within 
the next few years. 

But for a good, strong, vigorous, and vicious fight 
between two factions of a new party, that between 
the Socialists and the Georgeites, in the United 
Labor party of this state, overtops all others. 

There are three labor parties in this state and 
city—the Socialists, the United Labor party, the 
Union Labor party. The last is the least, and, 
though bearing the name of the labor party of the 
West, is but a handful of professional political wire- 
pullers. When it held its convention in Rochester re- 
cently, the press was divided in opinion whether the 
Democratic or Republican politicians paid the ex- 
penses. In other states. the Union Labor party is the 
‘labor party, but not in this state. The United Labor 


party is Henry George's party, and claims 68,000 
voters in this city, including the Socialists, who acted 
with it last fall This party held its convention to 
nominate state officers in Syracuse: last week, and 
there it was the row occurred between the Socialists 
and the Jand-tax men. 

‘When Henry George was nominated for mayor 
last fall, the Socialists were the main stay of the 
campaign. Their organization is compact, and the 
members well disciplined. They saw in George's 


candidacy a chance to push their ideas, and they 


went in with a will. Henry George, being then poor 


‘and unfortunate, gladly accepted their aid, and was 


noi at all particular to say that he was us Socialist. 
In fact, his dootrins were supposed to be Socialistic: 
and he did not undeceive the people. 

In this election Mr. George found himself at the 
head of a labor party, and he was shrewd enough to 
stay there after the election. He saw the possibility 
of getting a great many people to adopt his peculiar 
economic ideas, and he started a paper. Through 
the fuss in the church over Dr. McGlynn, culminat- 
ing in that gentleman’s liberation, the excitement 
was kept up, and the United Labor party is the out- 
come. 

As the Socialists had been the means, as they 
claimed, of getting such a rousing vote for Mr. 
George for mayor, and as Mr. George popularly 
was thought to run on a Socialistie platform, they 
demanded that more of their principles should be in- 
cluded in the platform of the new party. They be- 
gan electing Socialistic delegates to the Syracuse 
convention. This did not suit Mr. George. Philip 
sober was a different man from Philip drunk. The 
land-tax theory was found not to be Socialistic ; Mr. 
George became conservativ and desirous of being 
considered a reformer and not a revolutionist, and it 
was decided by him and his lieutenants that the So- 
cialists must go. Thereupon a former ruling of the 
party was reversed, and it was officially announced 
that no one belonging to the Socialistic Labor party 
could belong to the United Labor party. Whenever 
Socialistic delegates to the Syracuse convention had 
been elected, a second. and antagonistic set were also 
selected, and the contestants took their fi to the 
convention. 

At that convention Mr. George had an over- 
whelming majority, and the committee on credentials 
voted to reject every Socialist delegate whose seat 
was contested. In its zeal to repudiate Socialism 
the convention went on to unseat Socialists who 
were not members of their party. They seemed to 
go upon the principle of that man, famous in history, 
who commanded the Bartholomew massacre. When 
he was appealed to by the soldiers as to how they 
should distinguish the Huguenots from the Catholics, 
his reply was, “ Kill them all. God will know his 
own.” The slaughter was continued, therefore, in- 
discriminately. While this is none of our quarrel, 
we cannot help sympathizing with these victims of 
misplaced confidence. We cannot help thinking, too, 
that there is at least as much truth as poetry in the 
short speech of one of the rejected Socialists. He 
did not belong to the Socialist party, and some of 
the members were in doubt as tohim. But, his seat 
being contested by an anti-Socialist, he was expelled. 
He left the convention with these parting words: 

** I don’t propose to argue the issue of Socialism. I refuse 
to be trapped. I did not enter this convention as a Socialist, 
but as a Labor man. If I hold Socialist views, that is my 
own business. The issue of Socialism was not raised until a 
few of Mr. George's friends were defeated for delegates in 
New York. It was not intended that this convention should 
stand for the theories of Mr. George. The movement to 
drive Socialists out of the party is a movement to change this 
from a labor party of workingmen to a tax reform party for 
the middle classes. We are to be punished for doubting the 
efficiency of Mr. George’s theory. That is the crime of the 
Socialists. No theory is involved except our criticisms of 
some people who are not demigods and gods, who hav been 
damned, and, if not damned, excommunicated. It is bad 


taste for men who hav been excommunicated by another 
pope to try to excommunicate us.” 


Mr. George defined his position as follows: 


* I oppose Socialism or any compromise with Socialism. 
This question has been settled by the highest authority in 
New York. The Socialists hav forced this question on us, 
and we must meet it and not compromise with them. I 
recognize the services of the Socialists. [A voice: ‘They 
hav voted for you.’] Whether they vote for me or not, 
Icannot compromise on their ideas. "They worked together 
with us last fall. I would be glad to hav them with us still, 
but we hav come to the parting of the ways. We hav our 
principles— first, the equal rights of all men in the land of the 


country in such method as will put all taxes on land to take | 


| à system of distribution and exchange. 


the value for the community; second, assumption by society 
of all functions that are natural monopolies. So far we 
go together. There is no reason why we should not go 
on together. But the Socialists hav stated distinctly that we 
are not going the same way, but other ways. The Socialists 
want to naturalize land by taking it as the property of 
the government, and working it by the government, taxing 
all capital, all machinery, all productions, and setting up 
I cannot, for one—I | 
will not, for one—go that way. On that question there cau 
be no compromise. We cannot go that way. I hav the 
highest personal regard for many Socialists, and I hope that 
they will go our way. If not, they can go theirs, and we 
will go ours. It is far better for us to part company than to 

work together where there would be marked recriminations, 
mutual strife, and mutual weakness. There is one simple 
quesfion to be settled. It is & plain, clear question of natural 
rights.” 


T. B. Wakeman, associate editor of the Free- 
thinkers’ Magazine, offered a resolution, admitting 
both the Socialists and those who wanted their seats, 
giving each a half vote. Dr. McGlynn opposed this. 
He said: . 


“ No man here desires harmony more than I, but harmony 
without union is simply futil. Parties hav to exist on a 
definit principle and platform. Now, while I hav heard 
a great deal about these Socialistic gentlemen being in favor 
of the same objects that we are seeking, it does not appear 
that they are in favor of the same means that we regard 
as absolutely important to.reach those ends. "The very 
means that we declared to be primary in the Clarendon Hall 
platform, upon which we rolled up Henry George's great 
vote, was the means that made this convention possible. 
The leaders of that convention were called upon to call this 
meeting, and, upon the same lines upon which the great 
moral victory of last fall was won, we were called to organize 
not only the state of New York, but the whole United States, 
upon those party lines and that platform. It is too late now 
to discuss a question of this character. We would look fool. 
ish to the people all over the state who are watching us 
to see if we will stand by our principles. The substitute has 
been offered in a gense of justice, but it is not in the interests 
of justice. It isa gross injustice. The labor of this com- 
mittee, who worked the whole night, should. not be in vain, 
and it is & pity that-we should hav lost so much time in 
going over the same ground. We are fighting over the 
absurd question of whether the dog is to wag the tail or the ` 
tail wag the dog. I want to know whether I am the dog or 
the tail, and I do not propose, if Iam the dog, to be wagged 
by the tail.” 


Mr. Wakeman’s resolution was lost, and all the 
Socialists were expelled. The new party will enter 
upon its second campaign with divided ranks and 
bitter feelings. It is pretty safe to say that the 
United Labor party will not cast 68,000 votes in this - 
city this fall. 

Mr. George’s theory is a wonderfully ipivaddg 
one for city residents. Being without land, they 
hope by a turn of fortunes wheel to acquire some. 
In the country a purely labor and anti-monopoly 
party is regarded with more favor. Possessing land, 
the residents of the country do not desire fortune’s 
wheel to turn them off it. Mr. George's theory is 
certainly Socialistic so far as it goes, and his desire 
to hav society assume control of all functions that 
are natural monopolies, is also a Socialistic doctrin. 
These functions include not only land, bué railroads 
and telegraphs, and it is Mr. George’s avowed pur- 
pose to turn these over to the government when he 
gets the chance. From this it will be seen that Mr. 
George differs from the other Socialists only in de- 
gree. 

To an impartial outsider it looks very ungrateful 
and inconsistent for him to expel the Socialists from 
his party. It is not likely that he will catch many 
conservativ votes by being ungrateful to the men 
who made him what he is. 

eo 
CHARLES Warts will lecture in Halifax, N. 8., Sunday 


afternoon and evening and Monday evening, Sept. 4th and 


5th. 
.—— ———— 


Frank Pixley, editor of the San Francisco Argonaut, says 
that in his younger days he “gambled with God for gold 
dust.” That is an alliterativ but irreverent way of saying 
that he was once a miner. 


—À— 


Mr. LAVELLE, rector of the cathedral in this town, and 
Archbishop Corrigan’s assistant, said officially that it is a 
positiv fact that the holy see employed competent theologians 
to examine the land doctrins taught by McGlynn and found 
them palpably at variance with the commonly received 
notions of riglits of property, not only among Catholics and 
all Christians, but throughout the world. He called them 
revolutionary. The congregation, however, did not pass 
upon them, and they are not, therefore, officially denounced. 
This is a very convenient way of doing, for if in after years . 
the world comes around to George's land theories, the 
church can say she never condemned them, while now she 
has whatever gain there was for her in excommunicating 
McGlynn. The church ought to hav thought of this plan 
before Galileo was ordered to vacate. 
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Letters frem friends. 


ONEWEOER Mz., Aug. 16, 1887. 
To Wone Cun Foo: Here is my $S. Henceforth Iama 
heathen, for you hav proved heathenism far superior to 
Christianity. A country out of debt is the place for me. 
Chusulantty and crime are e synonymous terms. 
SEWARD MITOHELL. 


OLNEY, Aug. 4, 1887. 


Mr. Eprror: Religicn, after a trial of eighteen hundred | 


years, is a perfect failure. If any denomination had the 
power to-day, it would act the same as it did in the Dark 
Ages. It is not alone the Catholic religion, but Protestants 
and Jews are the same way, and one faction would like to 
see the other everlastingly damned. I know what Isam 
talking about, and maybe know more about it than the gen- 
eral run of your readers, for I was born and raised a Jew, 
and the Jews, especially the orthodox faction of them, are 
no exception to the general rule. That we at present enjoy 
somewhat of religious liberty is -Ror on account of religion, 
but in spite of it. : 

I hav been a reader of your paper for about sixteen months, 
but hav never seen any correspondence from this place. We 
hav & beautiful town of about four thousand inhabitants, but, 
Iam sorry to say, the religious element predominates. We 


hav eleven churches here, of as many different denomina-. 


tions, and since last year another one was added, which is 
the. Swedenborgian or New church, so we hav plenty of 
roads to choose from for the New Jerusalem. I expect our 
town is about like the general run of them, and it will take 
quite à while yet before people will begin to think for. them- 
selvs and throw off the old superstition. At the same time, 
if we look back a few hundred years and compare the pres- 
ent, we hav great cause to congratulate ourselvs, and hav 
good reason to be hopeful for the future. 

Is the defense argument of Colonel Ingersoll’s in Mr. Rey- 
nolds’s case in print already, and how can I get one? 

Yours truly, I. M. Tostas. 


Boston, Mass., Aug. 15, a.s. 287. 

Mr. Eprtor: I was. very sorry to see Brother Koezly 
intimating that the giving of means to the Liberal cause is a 
** punishment," for to me it seems the exact opposit of that, 
being, in fact, & great pleasure and high privilege in Ey 
estimation. 

The phrase, ** When he gets sober, hé will be sorry for 
that," will apply to him in regard to this expression, I think. 
Brother Koezly has made what he, no doubt, considers a 
really generous offer to help truth and reason along in this 
world of sin and sorrow, but in order to show him how far 
astray he is in that, as indeed he seems to be in almost every- 
thing, I will make his offer into something that can rightfully 
be called generous, it being very much more liberal and 
praiseworthy than is his arrangement. 

He declares himself anxious to suit me in this matter, and 
I can therefore confidently tell him just what will suit not 
only myself, but most all Freethinkers the wide world over, 
and it is as follows: That we each giv a $25 share of 
stock in the Paine Memorial to the cause of reason, which- 
ever way the decision goes, he to giv his to. the sturdy old 
Investigator, and I to giv mine to the gallant TRUTH SEEKER. 

In that way, whatever happens, these two grand helpers 
of progress will be benefited, and through them, of course, 
the whole great humanity of which we are all a part. 

And now, as soon as Mr. Seaver shall notify. me that the 
Investigator has received Brother Koezly’s gift of the $25 
share, or its equivalent in money, I will at once write and 
get the decision from Harvard College, giving it to both 

` papers for publication, meantime holding my own share 
of stock ready for Taz TRUTA SEEKER, so as to set our 
worthy, but often mistaken, friend a bright and shining 
example of C promptitude. in business matters. 
Guo. N. Hitt. 
Osorora, Ia., Aug. 10, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: Many thanks, as the noble old TRuTH SEEKER 
still comes into the family when the money for the present 
year is long past due; but you will please find inclosed the 
subscription price, $3. I should like to write a long letter, 
as I don't see anything written from this priest-ridden local. 
ity; but I was brought up in the time when the salvation of 
the soul was of more consequence than the salvation of the 
head. I was raised by good Christian parents. They tried 
hard to get me to walk in the ways of that monster the 
orthodox God; but, thanks to reason and humanity, I hav 
never made one misstep in that direction, and I am now 
nearly fifty-three years old and still seeking after truth. I 
hav a large family, which I hav given and am giving a fair 

. education, and that makes too rich soil for superstition and 
myths to grow in; but my Christian friends giv their Lord 
credit for most of my course in life. They say that I am 

` Sure to go to heaven; that the hand of the Lord is upon me. 
But I hold up to their view some terribly wicked things. 
One I hav is a large picture of Old Splitfoot, eleven feet and 
a half tall, on the side of my barn, with fork in hand, making 
Jong strides westward, trying to get away from Bob; and in 
my house I hav exposed to view a cartoon, where Bob has 
slain him, and he is ready for burial. Bob has him by the 
tail, dragging him off, the different creeds, headed by their 

: priests, following along mourning, carrying. the implements 

for burial.. It is a lamentable affair for the priest, for he 

. knows that the young will begin to think, and he will hav to 

begin to work or steal. I am sorry that we cannot hav some 
good Liberal lecturer come to this place and preach to the 
people the religion of humanity. J. E. Remsburg has writ- 
ten twice to my. son, offering to come and giv three lectures- 
for twenty-four dollars, but we can’t get what few scattering 


Freethinkers there are in this community to assert their rights, 
they hav been so often told by the Christians that they hav 
no right to exist, and that they should be thankful to their 
God to eternally damn them; and it does seem as though 
they had about come to the conclunion that it was partly so. 
R. Joses. 


Lexinaton, Ky., Aug. 8, 1887. 

Mr. Eprrong: I listened last night to & lecture delivered 
by W. Mills, quite a noted Prohibitionist. I do not credit 
all of his statements. He said that Socialists could be always 
found in saloons, that their plans were concocted there, that 
all new theories were there discussed. But he did not call 
these advanced thinkers hypocrits. Next he stated that 
Christians had preserved the morals of the world from ship- 
wreck, but did not commence this great work until the time 
of Luther, who was the best politician in Europe, except the 
dear, merciful Saint Cromwell. And then Calvin and Knox, 
what lovely reformers! He forgot that when persecuted in- 
dividuals fled into Calvin's arms, they soon ran out, prefer- 
ring the wilds of America to his tender embraces. Knox had 
his own church brethren executed, without mercy, if their 
belief deviated in the least from his own. The awful sub- 
limity of their morals would horrify an American Indian. 
Think of offering the cruelties of Calvin, Knox, Alva & Co. 
as patterns for Christians to follow! Oh, listen! He next 
declared that the Constitution of the United States was ac- 
cepted only to gratify the wishes of twenty-five clergymen, 
present at the convention of state delegates. How strange 
it was, then, that Jefferson and other great statesmen had so 
poor an opinion of divines in general and particular, as if 
they were not to be esteemed as reliable, from the very 
nature of their office! Why were they, in the very wording 
of the Constitution, debarred from any share in the govern- 
ment? 

Will men, in their senses, giv their support to a pious 
system which permitted dukes, under the feudal system, to 
take the bride from her husband for three days and nights? 
The priest, also, was guilty of the same. (See notes, ‘‘ Cus- 
tom of Country,” Beaumont and Fletcher.) 

Women must hav some share in the government or sub- 
mit to indignities forever. ALHAZA. 


SALEM, NEB., Aug. 8, 1887. 

Mr. EDITOR: Tur TRUTH SEEKER is ever welcome. It is 
the best paper that fath:r takes, because it furnishes more 
food for the brain. . 

Mr. Os wald's ** Bible of Nature” is grand. ‘‘ Letters from 
Friends" are just the things to acquaint us with the ideas of 
the people, and to inform us as to the progress of Secularism. 
Therefore, excuse this letter. 

We, the people of Salem, possess everything requisit to 
prosperity but wisdom. The brains of the people seem to 
be sleeping, while passions hold sway over every being. We 
are slaves in order to avoid trouble with Madam Grundy. 
The object of most people is to accumulate wealth. Yes, 
even parents think this the most important step in education, 
forgetting, probably not knowing, that they should inculcate 
first a desire to become true men and women—citizens of the 
world. 


Iu this country people read but comparativly little. Many 


people do not read even the papers, and hav no books but & 
Bible, which is seldom read by the majority. Gossip is an 
art in which we are all versed. Just think of a place where 
most of the so-called weaker sex work hard all day, and then 
attempt to rest their minds by reading trashy literature 
such a place is it here. 

For the purpose of causing the people of this church-ridden 
community to think, my father, with the aid-uf a few Free- 
thinkers, induced Mr. Rémsburg to deliver his lecture on 


*' False Claims” in this town. The lecture was very well 
attended, and I think it will cause some thinking, which will 


prepare the way for Mr. Bell, who is to deliver three lectures 
here during this month. 

The Freethinkers hav more courage since the lecture. I 
think that if we can get Mr. Reynolds, after having the 
people roused to action by Mr. Bell, the overhanging cloud 
of ignorance will soon commence melting. 

** The Infidel School-Teacher " is a bonny volume. It is 
written in pure language, and is just the thing to cause 
thinking. It, as well as the author's other works, deserves 
8 place in every Freethinker’s library. May its author's days 
be long and many and ever bright, because she is doing 
good—making the world better. T. P. BnixEGAR. 


SEATTLE, Wasu. TER., Aug. 6, 1887. 

Mr. EDITOR: After an absence of lecturers for over two 
years, Brother Samuel P. Putnam made his appearance in 
our midst and delivered five lectures, in which he succeeded 
in gathering together. a sufficient number of Liberals to or- 
ganize into a branch Union. 

At the last Jecture the meeting was called to order by Cap- 
tain May, president of the Liberal League, who introduced 
Mr. Putnam. As previously announced, Brother Putnam 
delivered a lecture on ** The Glory of American Poetry and 
Poets." He started out by reciting & grand and pathetic 
poem.on the Laws of Nature, which was received with great 
gusto. The lecture, throughout, was listened to in almost 
breathless silence and profoundest interest. 

At the close of the lecture the enrolled members present 
proceeded to perfect a permanent organization of a branch 
of the American Secular Union by electing the following 
brothers and sisters its officers for the ensuing six months: 
O. A. Carr, president; Walter Walker, vice-president; P. 
Wickstram, treasurer, and John H. Hummell, secretary and 
corresponding secretary. Sister Josephine Giddings, Sister 
Nellie Wood, and Brother A. Amonds were elected executiv 
committee— Brother Amonds a$ chairman. 

After the election of officers the committee previously ap- 


pointed presented a set of by-laws for consideration and 
adoption which elicited quite a spirited discussion upon a 
motion of their adoption, in which Brothers Walker, May, 
Clark, Putnam, and others took part. In the course of Mr. 
Putnam's remarks he quoted quite extensivly from THE 
TEUTA SEEKER to sustain the position taken by himself and 
othersin the moderation of discussions on labor questions 
when they tend almost to the exclusion of those pertinent to 
the purposes and object of the Secular Union. 

At a late hour further discussion was suspended until next 
Sunday, 7th inst., at 8 P.M. 

On motion a unanimous vote of thanks was tendered to 
Mr. Putnam for the noble manner in which he had enter- 
tained the Liberals and citizens of Seattle (in the course of 
five lectures delivered during his stay in our midst) in the 
advocacy of Liberalism and Freethought. I hope his lect- 
ures will redound in much good in the near future. 

Joan H. HuMMELL, Cor. Secretary: 
Marsurierp, Or., July 80. 1887. 

Mz. Eprror: We hav received the first number of TuE 
TRUTA SEEKER. I hay been reading up old numbers, dis- 
connected numbers, às far back as 1880. A bachelor friend 
supplied my husband with them. To S. P. Putnam’s lectures 
and these papers I owe my entire conversion to Freethought. 
For years I hav been an unbeliever in the Bible as divine 
writing, but like many cthers I. thought best not to say so. ` 
Henceforth my pen will be used for freedom. My pen has 
been the one oasis in the desert of my life, but nearly all my 
writings hav the orthodox taint about them, the serpent and 
cross following me up so I felt afraid to speak my mind. 
Now that is all gone, and.I come to the writers of your pa- 
per offering my hand as a co-worker for the good of human- 
ity.. I do not come to you laden with scientific researches or 
high-sounding phrases, but using simple language, with 
no philosophy save my own observation of  nature's 
works; one who has scarcely been away from my breezy, 
billowy Pacific home for twenty years. If I can find a little 
corner in the rear of your writers I shall be most happy to 
air my few.thoughts there. I‘thav for many years pictured 


-my own demise, where a few friends would gather around 


my coffin with flowers, and some old woman would say, 
** Poor soul, she is better off!” and that would be all. Now 
I feel like doing something that will liv after me; leave a lit-. 
tle at least that some wiser head can take up and carry out. 
Iamsorry fifty years of my life is gone and I hav been so 
idle. 

I do not yet belong to the League at Marshfield, but as 
soon as I can attend I shall. My husband belongs to that . 
mysterous band misnamed Freemasons—the ‘‘ Free” I 


- would leave off. I grant him that privilege, notwithstand- 


ing I hav no faith in a society where a man has to be good 
and moral before he can get in it; besides, old King Solomon 
is no favorit of mine. Still, I hav gone over the water in 
sunshine and storm with my husband while he attended his 
lodge, and expect I will do the same again, and I expect 
him to respect my rights and wishes just as I respect his. 
Mrs. E. A. HILBORN. 
STEUBENVILLE, O., Aug. 12, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: In reading over the article of Geo. Malcolm, 
dated July 30th, I thought thatif he substituted ‘‘representativ 
of value” for ‘‘ measure,” he would be nearer correct, and 
perhaps there would not be so much difference between him 
and Mr. Newton. Money is used as the representativ of 
value to do away with the necessity of barter. The value of 
anything varies according to the quantity in the market and 
the number of persons to whom it is desirable. If there 
should be but one horse in the market, and three men were 
desirous of buying it, the one willing to giv the most dollars 
would get the horse, not that there was any difference in the 
horse, or that one man’s dollars were worth more than 
anothcr’s, but because his desire for the horse was that much 
more than the other's, measured in dollars; so in that sense 
dollars are a measure of value—the dollar is of no less value, 
nor the horse more, than before. The dollar represents 
value; for that reason it ought to be made of something as 
little liable to fluctuation as possible. For that reason gold 
and silver were fixed upon as the best and most durable. 
For hundreds of years their increase was very slow and 
steady, without fluctuation, but within the last century the 
quantity has increased to such an extent that its purchasing 
power has decreased perhaps one-half. Why? Because the 
gold of the world represents the value of the property of the 
world; therefore, a pound of gold represents the same 
amount of property that half a pound did a century ago, and 
by substituting paper for gold during the war, asit could be 
done easier than digging the gold, we lessened the value in 
proportion to the amount we issued, thus causing the appar- 
ent rise in value of every species of property. Brother Mal- 
colm would hav national banks louning paper money to all 
comers, as it is much easier got than gold. There would be 
a limitless supply. How long does the brother suppose 
it would be till the paper money was equal to the old French 
assignats or Continental money, or even the paper money of 
the Confederate States ? 

I admire the stand you hav taken on the action of 
the government in regard to the Mormons. The prin. 
ciple is sound. At the same time, I think good will come 
out of it, as you say no reason can be given for this action 
against the Mormons that will not act with tenfold force 
against the Catholic church; and the time will come, and 
that before the end of the present century, in my opinion, 
when some such action will hav to be taken with that church 
if the people are to retain a fraction of thc liberty that seemed 
to be guaranteed to them at the commencement of the cent- 
ury. Thereforc I say that the present action of the govern. 
ment against the Mormons will make a splendid precedent, 
and the sooner it is followed in the Roman Catholic case, the 
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better it will be, and the easier accomplished. 
be." Joun Downes. 


: DururH, Minn., Aug. 8, 1887. 
Mz. Eprrok: Inclosed you will fiud $2, for which you will 
please send me the following, and if there is any money left, 
send: double or treble of those things you consider best for 
distribution. I am only sorry that I cannot spare nióre 
money for the purpose of thus evangelizing the community. 
But “the ball is rolling on,” not ‘‘ for Tippecanoe and Tyler, 
too,” but for something infinitly more important than was 
their success. And the ball rolls with regularly accelerated 
motion; but, as an octogenarian, I cannot expect to see thé 
glorious triumph of truth in this and in other subjects in 
` which I feel more or less interest. The one which I hav most 
at heart you appear to be opposed to, and it is so evidently 
and palpably right that I wonder that a truth seeker does not 
find it. 
earth, with the other elements, belongs to all the people, not 
to a class whose superior brain alone has enabled, and still 
enables, them to rob the mass? - I hope you are not, like the 
religious and the secular. press generally, under the fear 
of offending the classes, “the saviors of society.” These 
. fellows see the truth just as well.as I do, but self-interest 
binds them to opposition. Why don’t they bottle up the. air 
and the sunlight? Because it is impossible. If it could be 
done, it would hav been done, ages ago. They do it in 
England, Scotland, and Ireland so far as they can. They 
tax the window-glass in every house, thus showing a dis- 
position to monopolize every right. ‘Land belongs in usu- 
fruct to the living,” was enunciated by immortalized Tom 
Jefferson, and it is not a ‘‘ glittering generality.” As surély 
as you liv, that doctrin known as Henry George’s doctrin is 
correct, and will be adopted in time, and you may liv to see 
' it if you are not old now. Read George's works, and if you 
are not convinced, I will pronounce you a hardshell, an 
incorrigible. 
before George was born, but I had not the genius nor the 
knowledge that he exhibits in his method of treating the 
subject. -I knew the necessity for land-limiiation, but did 
not think of & constitutional method of getting at it as 
he has. I, however, assisted in getting the freedom of the 
public land to actual settlers in quarter sections. I see you 
hav a discussion in your paper' of the phonetic system of 


spelling, i in which I hav felt an interest since my childhood.. 


Joun Soorr. 


` PogTLAND, OR., July 26, 1887. 

Mr. EprroR: The lecture recently delivered in this city 
before a large audience by Mr. Samuel P. Putnam on 
** American Democracy " has commanded such universal at- 
tention and worked out such good results for our cause that 
I feel it should be recognized in a more public manner for 

‘the benefit of Freethought. Through this gentleman the 
great Northwest is now being moved to higher thought and 
action. The members of reform organizations, as well as 
Liberals, unite in the happy thought that free and equitahle 
government is yet possible. 

The consummation of Secularism will be equitable govern- 
ment. The eguitas of the Roman empire had reached its 
highest: state when Constantine became converted to the 
Christian religion—when, as he passed through Italy, he 
saw a flaming cross in the heavens bearing the inscription, 
** In hoo signo vinces” (Under this sign thou shalt conquer); 
and when Christ appeared to him that night and commanded 


him to take for his standard an imitation of this fiery cross |- 


(so he said).. This equity of nature was principally evolved 
by the Roman prs&etors and put into scientific shape by the 
great priests of the empire. The prætor did not lay down 
abstract propositions, but on taking his office issued an edict 
stating what he would do under certain specifled circum- 
stances, and also taking what his predécessor' had left him 
&nd altering, amending, or adding to as the needs of an ad- 
vancing civilization required. But that humanitarian juris- 
: prudence of that rising civilization went down with the Ro- 
man empire and the triumph of Christianity, and equity has 
, been a beggar i in the world ever since. 

England, in her formativ state, borrowed much from the 
jurisprudence of Rome, but the Anglican church soon dis- 
covered that she could not build up a land-grabbing aristoc- 
racy under the benign influence of these principles of 
equity left from the Roman law, and equity was soon 
assigned a separate jurisdiction, which was hedged in by ar- 
bitrary rules, fixed precedents, and technical forms of the 
Jaw. So England, from that time to this, has had both law 
and equity. 

About the beginning of the twelfth century England com- 
menced teaching this jurisprudence of Rome in her colleges 
and schools. The English mind broadened, became more 
comprehensiv, and its people hav been abreast of her laws 
ever since. 

Washington, Jefferson, Paine, Franklin, and other Lib- 
erals and Freethinkers gave the world the greatest Liberal, 
equitable, and fundamental document ever issued for the 
promotion of liberty--the Declaration of Independence. But 
slavery first, and then ecclesiastical rings aud combinations, 
and heartless and artificial corporations hav robbed the pco- 
ple of their natural rights until the land is filled with woe 
&nd suffering. 

Mr. Putnam showed that religion never gave the world & 
free government, and never could, for it did not preach and 
practice liberty itself; that two noted persons came to this 
country about the same time—John Wesley, advising us to 
Stand by God and the king; Thomas Paine, telling us God 
would take care of himself, but for us to forsake and abjure 
the king and all oppression. The advice of one would hav 
reduced us to the condition of Ireland ; the instructions of 
the other would hav made us a happy and prosperous 


people, 


** So mote it |. 


Why do you not see the self-evident truth that the 


I beheld thé evils of land monopoly years 


her pen and her “ Children’s Corner?” 


Mr. Putnam showed that the value of all the property in 
the United States, except church property, went through 
the tax-collector's hands once in forty years; that this in. 


equality will increase church property and diminish the peo- 


ple’s property until ruin and desolation will prevail. For 
this reason President Grant and General Garfield urged the 
taxation of church property to prevent confiscation and 
bloodshed. Mr. Putnam paid a beautiful and poetic tribute 
to Sunday, and claimed it for the people's holiday. He de- 
fended the Nine Demands of Liberalism with so much logic 
and force that a number of persons came over to Free- 
thought, leaving their myths behind them. Mr. Putnam 
presents his cause, and not- himself; he seeks results; he 
leads a new departure; he builds up.. The Liberal ranks 
are full of would-be kings, popes, bishops, and priests, who 
for centuries hav bulldozed Freethinkers into inactivity and 
prevented them from organizing. Every village and city 
has one or more of these self-conceited fossils. Like the 
late Emperor Norton, of San Francisco, they hav no power 
to enforce their edicts, and nothing remains but to treat 
these non-commissioned tyrants with contempt. Let us or- 
ganize! Let us join every Liberal society which comes 
along! Let us unite and use every instrumentality which 
will build up Liberalism. Then our roll-call will soon num- 
ber millions, when humanity will hav hopeful births, 
glorious lives, and peaceful deaths. 

Now, Liberals, are you willing to join with one from this 


-Sunset shore, and say that, if necessary, money, services, 


and life shall be devoted to the-new departure ? 
CORNELIUS BEAL. 


Squaw Crerk, Ina., Aug. 1, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: Lying on my back unwell, I hav been 
perusing TuE TRUTH SEEKER of July 23d. The pictures, of 
course, came first. That barrel of drugs is a perfect repre- 
sentation of the workings of the Maine law. The last pict- 
ure represents one of our forefathers evoluted so he can 
play upon one string. After reading Jessie Brewster’s piece 
on those animals in the “ Children’s Corner,” the thought 
came, Whose turn will come next, if there are too many 
weak-kneed Americans, and an animal of the one-stringed 
order succeeds in melodious strains in lulling Mrs. Slenker 
to silence? Will it be Susan H. Wixon, too, who must stop 
I then opened a 
history. of the country inhabited by the brave and the free. 
Having studied. the same in boyhood days in school, I nat- 
urally opened near its close. Lo and behold, there was 
Jacob Sharp recorded. -Then the thought occurs, When the 
next issue comes out, will the case of Mrs. Elmina Drake 
Slenker, of Snowville, Va., be as faithfully recorded, if con- 
victed because from a differentiation of nature she branched 
off a little farther from her ancestors, and then, by improving 
herself by study and evolutional progress, became able to 
put her thoughts in books, papers, etc., and could play on 
even a harp of many strings, and, in her goodness of heart, 
devoted her time and talent for the good of generations yet 
unborn, when her ashes would be feeding the plants to sus- 
tain life for the brain of those who were growing from seed 
sown by. her? Ifthe animal of one string cannot appreciate 
the harp, should the one-stringed brute be permitted to har- 
ass, with. the help of his same kind sitting as jurors and 
judges in places where justice is said to be dealt out in the 
nineteenth century ? 

If the New York Senate had power to appoint a committee 
for Jacob Sharp and others, why should it not be incumbent 
on some other Senate or somebody to look into an outrage 
worse than pinning Jesus Christ to a cross and giving him 
vinegar because he was born better than and in advance of his 
surroundings? 

Unfortunately for herself, she was too much like him. 
She has been helping feed the hungry and clothe the naked 
and forsaken for years, as is known to others besides myself ; 
and because she would see unborn generations more Christ- 
like to their fellow- mer, her steps must be dogged by a Judas 
Iscariot, whose evolution seems to hav progressed just far 
enough to giv him the scent of a bloodhound. Well, too 
wel!, do those of that ilk know that the only way to silence 
a brain like hers is to crush the spirit till the body pines 
&way from grief and is laid beneath the sod, or, as is done to 
the best brains and kindest hearts of Russia, to bury it 
alive in some bastile or Siberian mine. What, in the name 
of God,if there be one, has got into some brains of this 
country? When boys we all attended state and county fairs, 
where encouragement was given to raising nice, smooth 
vegetables, pumpkins, corn, etc., the best pulling teams, the 
fastest horses, the best milch cows, the plumpest pigs, the 
wooliest sheep, the nicest roosters, and the largest eggs. 
The old men, the young men, old ladies and young maidens, 
all became interested. Their brains grasped all they saw, and 
when the next year came round there were better stallions, 
better horses, better boars, better sows; the big eggs had 
brought forth larger and nicer hens.and roosters; and they 
would all go joyfully home, each who had helped improve 
the animal or vegetable kingdom feeling elated at his suc- 
cess. And now, after half a century, an advanced spirit (like 
Copernicus, who told of the heavens, or Columbus, telling of 
another continent, or like Socrates) thinks the human (or in- 
human, as you choose) family can be. bred up to a better 
standard, so there may be fewer robbers, murderers, and 
thieves to take the roofs and ‘clothing which may cover the 
shivering, hungry, naked, and forlorn unfortunates who are 
unable to protect themselvs, voters or otherwise, and are 
forced to succumb to the law of (survival of the fittest) 


| 


the one-string animal will curl his tail over a limb, crack 


a nut, show his teeth, and chatter the louder! 

It is about time those who feel like good American citizens 
cast their banner to the breeze, nailed to the mast, said 
their prayer (Patrick Henry’s speech before Congress), 
uttered their benediction (Gen. Warren before the battle of 
Bunker Hill) and died if need be. ` A.G.C.. 


f , Canaan, O., Aug. 9, 1887. 
Mz. Eprror: If you please, a few words for Mr. Bodge, 
The turn things hav taken between me and Mr. Bodge 
was not anticipated by me, but, hoping no harm has been 
done, I will make a few words of reply. I think I under- 
stand him fully, and that when he spells “ giv,” ‘‘ liv,” and 
“ hav” by our present alphabet, he spells them just as I do, 
both understanding the sounds alike. Tue TRUTH SEEKER 
and I use the phonetic alphabet, the first vowel letters of 
which are used invariably for the first sounds, as a in at, ein 
et, t in t, o in of, and win ut. Mr. Bodge probably did not 
know this, and would call them by their lobg-sound names, 
and therefore used figures instead of new letters. All right 
so far, but had he known the phonetic alphabet, he would 
hav been supplied with letters for his purposes. 
Mr. Bodge thinks that ** knowledge should be spelt thus, 
“ nalej,” which he says is spelling the word as now pro- 
nounced. I beg pardon, friend Bodge. I hav three diction- 
aries, Webster, Walker, and Smalley, who all in the nofation 
spell it as I do, using o as in ‘‘rot,” “sot.” Mr. Bodge says, 
“I would explain to Mr. Pikard that the authority of the 
spelling reform is not expected to extend over family names 
and proper nouns." Mr. Bodge, do you know that to be 
true? Were you present when Isaac Pitman, the father of 
the spelling reform, printed his phonetic Bible and dated it 
“ Lundun," and printed at ** Ba[phonetic character for ¢h],” 
and spoke of the '* Rev. Mr. Moseli " (Moseley)? Is not this 
spelling proper names by sound? To illustrate: There is a 
certain number of simple numbers, and a naught to signify 
location. These are represented by ten figures, which con- 
stitute a numeral alphabet, or alphabet of numbers. More is 
unnecessary; less would be a deficiency. It matters not 
what is numbered ; it is the function of each figure infallibly 
to signify its number, without leaving us to guess. fo our 


one hundred thousand words are made from thirty-five | 


sounds, for each of which the phonetic alphabet furnishes a 
letter which as infallibly signifies one sound as a figure does 
a number, so that a correct, critical pronunciation can be 
arrived at without a guess, as numbers are by figures. Then 


children and foreigners can pronounce our words by simply - 


knowing the letters, proper and common nouns alike, as all 
words are made from the sounds indicated by the alphabet. 
It is as important to know how to speak a proper noun ag à 
common one, whether of person, place, or thing. Letters 
don’t spell words. If they do, you need only to call over 
the names of the letters in the alphabet and you hav spelled 
all the words in the language. Letters spell sounds, aggre- 
gates of which make words. g 

But to return to the place of starting, the propriety of 
spelling “liv,” " hav,” and “giv” without a tail. Mr. 
Bodge must claim that these words are spelled fight with 
a finale or wrong. If it is right to spell one sound by one 


letter only, then it would seem equally right to spell ‘three. 


sounds with three letters only. If this is allowed, then the 
question is whether I hav used the right letters. 


No one objects to the letters in *' giv,” “liv,” and “ hav;” , 


they are universally used in English in spelling these words, 
as necessary to spell these sounds in England and America. 
Taz TRUTH SEEKER can't be much out of the way. The 
final e doesn't spell anything unless it is the fact that the per- 
son who puts it on doesn’t know the function of letters. 


If, therefore, Taz TRUTH SEEKER has spelled these words 
as everybody else does, Mr. Bodge included, how could he 
ridicule that paper for spelling them right, in leaving off 
their useless tails? "The toad, you Enow, when he has no 
more use for his tail, drops it off and goes bobtailed. I 
should hav supposed that our friend Bodge would hav 
shouted: ‘‘ Hurrah for our Truru SEEKER! Go ahead. 
Just as fast as you can see a chance for another step for- 
ward, take it; for ‘is’ use ‘iz,’ for ‘was’ use ‘ woz,’ 
for ‘ knowledge’ use ‘ nolej,’ and so on.” No word will be 
obscured, nor anyone hurt, nor will any sensible person be 
offended at a step so important to universal intelligence. 

Letters are to sounds what photographs are to people, and 
when we know the sounds that compose our names, we 
know how to spell them, and hence hav the word as certainly 
by the eye as by the ear when spoken. 

Now, what is to hinder this? Oh, what a feather it would 
be in the cap of Freethinkers to add the spelling reform as 
the tenth Demand in their platform! The churches accuse 
them of never having done anything for education. The 
adoption of this reform and carrying it to success would do 
more for universal education than the churches hav ever 
done, all put together. It would add one-fourth to the edu- 

-cation of the people at one-fourth less expense than now. 

But friend Bodge did not say anything of that little font of 
phonetic type for the use of Tux Truru SEEKER. What a 
diffusion of knowledge would be given if the ‘ Children's 
Corner" should be printed phonetically! We can negotiate 
with the editor to ascertain what the cost would be of lettere 
enough to print two columns to begin with. After the cost 
of.the punches for the new type, the cost would not be 
more thap that of Roman type. After that is ascertained, 
and wethink proper, we will go among the people with & 
subscription paper and see what we can do for the type, 
including a little alphabetic plate, to be kept standing in the 
** Children’s Corner." We hav $5 offered already. I will 


might makes might; and she must be locked up with rats, | furnish the form of the new letters. Now, what will my 
and if she hav no money or friends she can rot there, and | friend say ? 


. À, B. Par, 
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Children’s Carner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 


When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a panse in the day’s occnpations 
That is known as the Children's Honr.” 


My Souvenir. 


‘Tis not a letter seared with age, 

The tear-bedimmed and yellow page, 

Telling the tale of false and true, 

And careful wrapped with sacred blue— 
My souvenir. 

"Tis not the time-s!ained, mildewed glove, 

Sad talisman of buried love; 

Nor rose, with petals brown and dried, 

Which symbol hearts whose hopes hav died— 
` My sonvenir. 


"Tis not a ring in rnbies set, 

' Nor enrling tress of glossy jet; 
Nor yet a thing to cause regret, . 
Or, laid away, one might forget— 

: My souvenir. 


To me it is a boon more rare 

Than jeweled ring or glossy hair, 

Or aught beside, however fair— 
My sonvenir. 


' 
Thongh queer, my sonvenir was spoken, 
A precious, pure, and lasting token ; 
From lip to ear, to heart from ear, 
Came that most treasured souvenir. 


A little boy, with lovely eyes 

And sweet red lips, says his good-byes. 
* Good-bye, Jinny !" to me he gaid. 

I only kissed his rosy cheek ; 

The tears forbade the voice to speak. 

The child to me is very dear, 

And well I knew in parting then 

We'd never meet the same again. | 

The child would go his way, I mine, 

And change will ever come with time. 

For thus will sadness fiil the heart; 

When comes the moment loved ones part. 


* Ro his good-bye,” which now I hear, 
To me'a a precious souvenir. 
Concord, Ky., 287. Vinoinia E. VANCE. 
— eo — ————- 


Little Edna. 


I heard a funny story or two of little Edna 
H., the other day. She was rather fond of 
running away, or straying off where no one 
could find her. Her grandma told her that 
if she ran away again, she would hav to be 
tied just like the old hen that was always 
wanting to set. -A day or two after, little 
Edna was heard screaming and crying as if 
her heart would break. Her grandma ran to 
see what was the matter. ‘‘Oh, dear!” she 
screamed between her sobs, ''Edna has 
runned away, and—and—lI tied her to de 
fence like de ole settim hen!” And sure 
enough, the little girl, after running a little 
distance, had tied her ankle to the fence and 
then commenced kicking and screaming as if 
‘somebody else had tied her instead of her 
own little hands. 

One time she was riding with her grandma 
through a dense maple grove. It was very 
shady, and Edna began to cry. 

‘Oh, don’t cry,” said her grandma, ** God 
will take care of you just the same in the 
dark wood as in the sunny field.” 

“ ['spect he will, grandma,” said the child, 
* but I thought the bears might come out of 
the woods and eat up the horse! God might 
forget about the horse, you know!” ` 

—— eree 


The Metals. 


Did you ever think, my dears, what a 
world this would be without the metals? 
Just suppose there were no iron, no copper, 
no steel, no lead, no gold, no silver, no any- 
thing of à metallic nature ! 

Why, what should we be? What should 
wedo? How could we liv? ; 

No iron for our stoves, pots, kettles, and 
engins ; no copper for boilers, and other uses; 
no steel for rails for cars to run on, no steel 
for knives Why, what would the boys do 
for jack-knives? and all the thousand articles 


' made of steel? 


If there were no lead, no zinc, how strange 
it would scem! No metals at all, any where ! 
Why, what a queer place the world would 
be, surely enough! "The rocks and the trees 
would still be here, you say. Well, yes, but 
then, we couldn't make sewing machines, 
printing presses, telegraph and telephone 
wires, plows, forks, mowing machines, 
scythes, altogether of wood, you know, and 
what a sad plight we should be in! 

And then, if there were no gold or silver, if 
no brave miner had ever been down beneath 
the earth’s crust, and found the shining 
metals, what then ? 

Well, perhaps, we might hav got along 
without the two latter, for we could hav had 


something else to answer as a medium of ex- 
change or money. But then, see all the pretty 
articles made of gold and silver, the rings, 
pins, bracelets, thimbles, all the thousand 


articles of use and beauty made from these | 


ores to giv us pleasure. 

These things are beautiful and refining; 
without them, man might relapse to the 
former state of barbarism. Hidden in the 
earth, they tax man’s ingenuity to bring them 


to the surface and fashion them to use and 


beauty. i 

The mines of the earth mean knowledge, 
understanding. The metals are steps to 
higher knowledge, and some one has said: 
‘“‘The finer the metal the higher the civiliza- 
tion.” So then the product of the mines 
means thought, culture, civilization, intelli- 
gence, scientific progress, and enlightenment. 
The pick and the drill that open the rocky 
doors of the earth are great factors, revealing 
the great age of the earth, and also foretelling 
the grand future of man. 8. H. W. 

— a 9—— ——— — 
Our Puzzle Box. 


HIEROGLYPHIO TRANSPOSITIONS. 


The time of gathering grapes. 
Express the hieroglyphic exactly, and 
transpose your definition into one synony- 
mous with that given above. 
— ——————— 


Correspondenee. 


Grant, ILL., July 24, 1887. 

Dear Miss Wixox: It is some time since I 
wrote you a letter, but, seeing so many other 
children writing, I thought I would write 
again. I read Tur TRUTH ÉSzrxzm, and like 
it very much. Ithink the pictures are pretty. 
My home is at Fox Lake, Lake county, Ill. I 
am staying with my grandpa and grandma 
for & while, and hav lots of fun milking cows, 
driving horses, riding out with grandpa, and 
gathering eggs. Ithink it delightful to run 
and play till I get tired, then come in, sit 
down, and read Tur TRUTH SEEKER till I get 
rested again. I-got ‘‘The Story Hour,” and 
read it through and through, and then gave 
it to my cousin." I go to school, and study 
reading, writing, spelling, arithmetic, geog- 
raphy, and grammar. I am eleven years old. 
Now I will close. I do not want to tire 
your patience. I remain, 

Your loving friend, Cora M. Howarp. 

— eorr 
The Little Ones 

Shortly after General Grant's death a bright 
little boy in Bangor, Maine, held the follow- 
ing conversation with his grandmother : 

* Grandma, did General Grant go to 
heaven ?” 

** Why, yes, dear,” said grandma. 

-“ But, grandma, how could he when they 
put him in the ground ?” . 

“ They only put the tired, sick part of him 
in the ground, dear. His soul went up to 
heaven." 

* Yesm," doubtfully; and then, after 
serious thought, “Grandma, do you s'pose 
he'll make a whole angel ?” 

The same little fellow is not very brave in 
the dark. ‘One night his mother was putting 
him to bed, and it grew dark enough for a 
lamp, but our small friend made decided ob- 
jections to being left alone while the lamp 
was found. In vain his mother protested: 
* But you won't be left alone, darling; God 
will be here." -There was a short silence, 
and then, struck with a bright idea, the 
small boy exclaimed: “I say, mother, just 
send God after the lamp, and you stay here 
with me.” 

This story suggests another of a small 
maiden. One Sunday morning her mother 
essayed to wash her before putting on her 


* meeting dress.” Now, Miss Floy strongly- 


objected to being treated in this fashion, and, 
moreover, she had had a. bath the night be- 
fore. Her soul filled with righteous indigna- 
tion. She cried: ‘‘Oh, mamma, I don't 
need to be washed, but maybe I want rinsing 
a little.” 

In a certain city in Connecticut there lived 
a very small boy with a liberal share of 


small “ original sins." It chanced that one 
day he was playing in front of the house and 
overheard some street gamins using slang 
expressions profusely. He ran in. to his 


mother crying: ‘‘Mamma, mamma, what's 


a ‘gone sucker?” Now, mamma did not in 
the least know, but as her son had been dis- 
obeying her that morning, she took `advan- 
tage of the opportunity to point a good 
moral. “A gone sucker, my son?’ Why, it 
means a naughty little boy who doesn’t mind 
his mother.” That night, as Johnnie was 
saying his prayers, the full measure of his 
sin seemed to occur to him with awful sig- 
nificance, and stopping short in the usual 
petition, he cried out in the abandonment of 
his remorse: ‘‘O Lord, I’m a gone sucker !’” 

Sitting one Sunday in the Bible class, dur- 
ing a pause in the conversation there sud- 
denly floated down to me from the infant 
class in the gallery the ‘“ golden text,” as it 
was being recited by an exceedingly diminu- 
tiv scrap of a boy: ** Not for our shins alone, 
but for the shins of the whole world.”— Har- 
pers Magazine. 


The Bobolinks. 


Bobolink is a very dandy-looking fellow, 
proud. as a belle. who has danced with the 
Prince of Wales or the Duke Alexis. He 
has a habit of singing in rattling notes in the 
air and hovering until his rollicking solo is 
finished; or, if he commences his song on à 
Stake-or a tree, he never rises until his music 
is completed. Many writers hav tried to 
imitate his song. Bryant and Irving both 
giv him a prominent place in the written 
picture galleries. 

When I was a boy on the farm we used to 
call him the corn-planting bird, and, as we 
read his song, he said: “Dig a hole, dig a 
hole, put it in, cover't up, cover't up, stamp 
on't, stamp on't, step along." He wore his 
parti-colored suit, the main portion of a gen- 
teel black, a little whitish-yellow powder in 
his hair, as if he had poked his head into a 


lily some time and carried away the pollen, 


and a shoulder-strap of the same on each side 
of the neck, proving him a brigadier in the 
army of peace. In the autumn the bobolinks 
go South on a furlough, take off their gaudy 
uniform, put on suits of rusty black, change 
their name, and become either reed birds or 


rice birds.— Hearth and Home. 
te 


Gleanings. 

Talent is power; tact is skill. Talent is 
weight; tact is momentum. Talent knows 
what to do; tact knows how todo it. Talent 
makes a man respectable; tact will make him 
respected. Talent is wealth; tact is ready 
money. For all the practical purposes of life 
tact carries it against talent in the proportion 
of ten to one. 

A little girl saw an old drunken man lying 
on a door-step, the perspiration pouring off 
his face, and a crowd of children preparing 
to make fun of him. She took her little 
apron and wiped his face, and then looked 
up. pitifully to the rest, and made this re- 
mark: ‘Oh, don’t hurt him! 
body's grandpa.” 


A lady noted as a model housekeeper, on f 


being asked by a friend how she was able to 
manage everything so easily and so well, 
replied: ‘‘My dear, you must know that the 
root of power is knowledge. Because I know 
how things ought to be done, I get them done.” 
This applies to almost everything else as well 
as to housekeeping. ‘Knowledge is power” 
the world over, and the lack of it leads 
not only to misery, but often to destruction. 


Once upon a time a good man took his little 
boy to the gallery of the House to show him 
the great men of the nation, and they listened 
eagerly to an able effort by one of them. 
When he had finished, the father turned to 
the boy and put his hand on hishead. ‘ My 
son,” he said, ‘‘ an honest man is the noblest 
work of God.” The boy looked into his 
father’s face with his great, earnest eyes. 
* Papa," he inquired, simply, ** who made 
Congressmen ? ” 


REDUCED TO $1.00, 
THE STORY HOUR. 
A Book for Children and Youth. 


BY MISS SUSAN H. WIXON. 
-Over a hundred fine illustrations. 


DID JESUS CHRIST RISE FROM 
= THE DEAD? 
The Hoidences for the Resurrection Tried 
and Found Wanting. 
By Saladin. 


PRIOE, - 25 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


He is.some-: 


.lar Union in conspicuous type. 


BIBLE MYTHS 


AND THEIR 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


The object of the work 18 to peint out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. 

“It is unquestionably true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else so accessible as they are now made 
in the work before us.”—N. Y. Sun. 

1 vol. 8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.50. . 
Charles Watts’s Works. 


Saints and Sinners. 10 cents. 


"f'he History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price, $1.25. CONTENTS : 
Section I. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section lI. Whatit 
Owes to Mohammedanism. Section III. Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors. Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Sec" 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. i 


Secularism; Destruetiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christian -Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles , Bradiaugh. , Con- 
tents: The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New, Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 

Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 ats. 

Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are Published at the low price of FIVE ` 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible: Freethought and 
Modern Progress; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- . 
larism; ‘Science and Bible Antagonistic ; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all of 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. : 


IS THE COD OF ISRAEL 
THE TRUE GOD? 
The Narrativ of the Five Books of Moses, ` 
Joshua, and Judges, and the 
New Testament. 
By Israel W. Groh. 


Address f 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER 
DEATH IMPROBABLE. 
By L. R. SMITH. 
Pamphlet, 82pp., 12mo, - Price, 10 cents. 


Pnblished and for sale by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


The Secret of the East, 


OR, 
The Origin of the Christian Religion 
and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Price. $1.00. For sale at this office. 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 


A OOMPEND OF THE NATURAL Laws or IN- 
DUSTRIAL PRODUOTION AND 
EXOHANGE. 
By J. K. Ineatts, author of ‘‘ Social Wealth.” | 


Price, 25 cents. 
‘Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Price 25 cents. 


A SPLENDID WORK. 


Mr. Charles Eckhard, treasurer of the American 
Secnlar Union, has published 


THE NINE DEMANDS 


in a more attractiv form than any in which they 
hav previously appeared. At the head of an en- 
graving on heavy plate paper, 24x19 inches, are 
the cabinet-sized likenesses of JEFFERSON, 
WASHINGTON, and PAINE, the Fathers of our 
Bepublic. At the sides are FRANKLIN and 
JOHN ADAMS, and between these two are 
printed the Nine Demands of the American Secu- 
At the foot are 
LAFAYETTE, GIRARD, and INGERSOLL, 
making eight likenesses in all. Inscribed be- 
neath each portrait is some radical sentiment 
quoted from the author pictured over it. In the 
space between the portraits and around them are 
arabesqnes of vines and flowers in profusion, and 
the panel inclosing the Nine Demands is sur- 
mounted on each corner by Mr. Eckhard’s design 
of the flag above the cross. The whole makes an 
exceedingly handsome work for framing. The 
artistic part is equal to the best, and the portraits 
are as true to nature as the photographs from 
which they were transferred. The design will be 
sent postpaid by mail for $1 by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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Ingersolls Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
“ Humboldt,” “Thomas Paine,” ** Individual- 
ity,” and “ Heretics and Heresies.” 

- The Ghosts. - Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: ** The Ghosts,” ** Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” “The Declaration of In- 
dependence,” *‘ About Farming in Illinois,” 
“The Grant Banquet,” ‘The Rev. Alexander 
Olark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like a 

- Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon O. Ingersoll.” 
Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
._ cloth, $1.25. aaa 
Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25, 


What Must We Doto Be Saved? Pa- 
per, cents. By R. G. 


The Christian Religion. 


Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah S. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. , 
.Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
largo clear type, and containing as much a8 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. : 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to. 


a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 
, Millions of these should be circulated. 
Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer; by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoli, Price, 15 cents 


ts. 
Address on ihe Civii Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents. 
Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 
Bound in one volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr. Ingersoll's works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on '*Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Bent by mail postpaid. : 
Tributes... There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll's ‘Tribute to 
8 Brother,” ‘The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
nquet Toast,” and the recent address over 
* Little Harry Miller's Grave,” that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, ilju- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
ble fór framing, and the four will be forwarded 
„to any address, tor 50cts; or either one for 15cts. 
Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book is a gem., Itis a model in every re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
: best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated ** Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
. fore published, and all the famous “tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
` brought together till now; many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
. ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versations of the author. The work is designed 
for and be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help 16 serve this 
purpose: a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and shie, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
Galf, highest possible style and finish, $9, 


Life. A Prose Poem. Printed in 


` eolors on board, beveled gilt edges. 50 cents. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
- boudoir, $1; cabinet. 40 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged.. 


Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. ong 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality ; Criminal Statistics, 
. showing the creeds-of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Ohurch and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 

` Church and the Republic. NE 
Bible Morais. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars ol 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Cuhinaness to Children; , Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy: Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 

Special discount on larger quantities, 
Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 
: and most thorough work ever written on the 
: Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Beriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sun ay Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
2bb ath during the Middle Ages: The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 

Laws Price, 25 cents ; six copies, $1.00. 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the story 
of the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Choive extracts from ** Common Sense," 
** American Crisis,” **Rightsof Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 

. written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paime. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. ^ 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each. 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 

The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E, Free- 
thinkers’ Convention, January 29, 1884. Price, 


10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


myMedical Compound and Improved 
lastic Supporter Truas in from 30 to 
90 days. Reliable references given. Send 
stamp for circular, and say in what papet 
you saw my advertisement, Address (apt. 


W. A. Collings, Smithville, Jefferson Ca, N. Za 
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a 2) au m LR UR ee QUEIRIBURUNUSUNUBURIUERIRIRURIRIUELRURII JURURI 


E 


FOR 


EUELUEUSITNUSIRIRIAGUN 
AG] 


FOLKS. 


D. SLENKER). 


LTIT ITLET HIT FEETITTILIILTIT CILITETIE LT II DIL IT HI SUA AVANT EU UU CAE CLERC LEE LU LLL RE 
gase 


pialerislspicrisreisrelerais pisse risit 


PRICE,!209 .CENTS. 


I. N. BAKER, 


and Printed by Permission of 


the Author. 


PRICE, 


WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


Was Jesus an Impostor? A debate between a 
Scotch novelist, Agnes Rollo Wilkie, and Arthur 
B. Moss. The best conducted debate of modern 
times. 100 pp., 25 cts. The Mirror of Free- 
thought. 50 cts. The Bible and Darwinism. 
25 cts, Biblical Evrors and Secular Truths. 
cts. Two Revelations. 5cts. Bible Horrors; or; 
Real Blasphemy, 5 cts. Bible Makers. 5 cts. 

ible Saints—Nos. 1,2, and 3. Each 5 cts. Moses 
vs. Darwin. 5 cts, Socrates, Buddha, and Jesus. 


Sets. Christianity a Degrading Religion. 5 cts. 
Fictitious Gods, 5 cts. Natural Man. 5 cts. 
The Old Faith and the New. 5cts. Bruno and 


Spinoza. 5 cts.’ The Bible God and His Favorits. 
5 cts. Miracle-Workers. 5cts. Health. Wealth, 
and Happiness. Sets. The Brain and the Soul. 
5cts. Nature and the Gods. 5cts. Design and 
Natural Selection. 5cts. Man and the Lower 
Animals. 6 cts. 

Address Watts and Oo., 17 Johnson's Court, 
E.C., Lon ton, Eng. 


Reported for the * Truth Seeker” by _ 


New York: 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


25: 


PHE ONLY GORREGT 
EDITION. 


5 CENTS. 


Bible Temperance 


LIQUOR DRINKING 


Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
by the Bible. 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


This is a companion book to Remsburg's “ Bible 
Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents, 


TRUTH SEEKER Q0., 
aoo TEE ofayeito Place. New York. 


THE WATCH OF THE FUTURE. 


The new, latest improved 14 karat filled gold 
watches are the best and most durable in the 
world for little money. Prices again reduced, 
Seven jewels, $25; 11 jewels, $27.50; 15 jewels, $30, 
Same, adjusted to heat and culd; $34. Ladies’, 7 
jeweled, $20; 11, $22; 15, #28; with giass inside cap, 
$8 less; Loujs XIV. style, $3 more; all best Ameri- 
can hunting stem-winders; open face, guld cap, 
$3 less; open screw case, $5 less; all cases accom, 
panied-by manufacturer’s and my guarantee for 
20 years. Above movements in 3 ounce silver . 
cases, $13 leas; 4 ounce. $12 less; 5 ounce, $10.50; 
and 6 ounce, $9 less. All guaranteed one year and 
sent prepaid, if on line of American Express 
office or per registered mail, subject to approval, 
and cash refunded if not [T adl 


Send me your watches to be repaired. Inclose 
$1 for cleaning; springs, $1; jewels. $1, and. I will 
return in perfect order prepaid. Best spectacles 
or eyeglasses in the world, $1, prepaid in case. 
Send line finest print you can read 14 inches from 
eyes without glasses, OTTO WETTS(EIN, 

e _ Rochelle, Ill. 

Agents wanted to sell my beautiful Freethought 
badge-pins and charms, and to send watch work 
in lots. Liberal discounts, 


ngersoll’s Tributes. 
REDUCED IN PRICE, : 
We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fran:- 
ing. The titles are: ‘ 
The Vision of War, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 
The price of these heretofore has been 75cts. Wo 
offer them at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; THE 
THREE FOR FORTY CENTS. Mailed secura 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL, 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SERKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


ROMANISM, 
DANGER AHEAD, 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. .. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


PRIOR, - =- =- >- - 40 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE STRUGGLE 


FOR 


T: d i 4,2 r . 
Re'igious and Politica! Liberty. 
In which the author shows the repeated attempta 
of men of every age to acquire greater political 
liberty ; also vigorously attacks the very founda- 
tion of the religion of every age; dwelling at 
length upon the wrongs of Ireland; and, in detail- 
ing the account of siavery in this country, calls 
- the attention of thinking men and women to the 
position of womankind in America. Throughout, 
the work is replete with astounding facta and 
weighty arguments which cannot fail to interest 
the minds of thia age. 
By THEO. C. SPENCER. 
Cloth, 12mo., 138pp., price 75 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


. THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA, 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; Jos, Burgher and 
E L. Browne, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 

rise,the Oredit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generally 

o the practical solution of the problem of Integral 
Qo-operation. Price, $1 a year; 50 cents for six 
months. 95 sents far three months 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


85 Cents Each. 
Address TEE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


TRAVELS iN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT O. ADAMS. 
Oloth, $1.25. For Sale at thia Office. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonnell, 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day o 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 


All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
Miss Susan H. Wixon. ‘The great charm of 
this novel is its absolute fidelity tonature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely ‘prepared to ex- 

ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
from so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant ana lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethoughtranks.” Price, 
$1.50. Address TBE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Outeast. A deep, finely written 
i tory. F. the London edition. By 
Radical al Roade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 

30 cents. 
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Poetry. 


The Newer Bells. 


“ Ring out the old, ring in the new.” 
O lettera with your golden bands, 
Bring truer words to all our hands ` 
Till freedom dwells in all the lands, 

And men are great in being true. 


Ring out the slaves; ring in the free— 
The martyrs who with voice and pen 
Shall speed their pages’ clearer ken. 
Redeem the world with better men, 

And each the “ Christ that is to be.” 


Ring out the myths of musty creeds 
That narrow d wn and hedge us in. 
This is the church's shame and sin, 
But Reason's flaming camp-fires win, 

Rejecting ashen molds and weeds. : 


Ring in the right, ring out the wrong, 

' The selfish lust of power and pride, 
When England's poor are crucified, 
And starving babes for bread hav cried 

To swell one jubilee of song. 


Ring out the pope; ring in the press, 
And bid the sons of Erin go 
To greener plains ànd whiter snow, 
To brighter hills from want and woe, 
Where broad domains are tenantless. 


Ring out the rich, ring in the poor, 
Who soon shall share the bread and wine— 
This humble song to be the sign 
That here I giv this hand of mine 

To guard brawn Labor’s cottage door. 


Ring in the smiles, ring out the tears, 
. Of toilers bowed beneath a yoke 
Till Labor longs for battle smoke, 
- For hands of steel and thunder stroke, 
Where wealth has cursed a thousand years. 


Ring out the boast of everywhere 
Til! this wide world, from sea to sea, 
For faith has but humanity; 

Nor false light shall its flotsam be 

When all the gods are only men. 


* Ring in the new, ring out the old'— 
O sweetest words of any time, 
What sad hearts leap to hear your chime 
That, sweeter than my moaning rhyme, 
Shall stamp the future'a bester gold ! 


Ring out the huts, ring in the homes; 
Ring out the grief, ring in the cheer; 
Ring out the prince, ring in the peer; 
Ring simple silence round the bier ; 
Ring out the bells and gilded domes. 
Fre .chtown, Neb. Mary Barnp-FriNcn. 


Book Notices. 


THE STRUGGLE rog RELIGIOUS AND POLITIOAL 


Liserty. By Theo. C. Spencer. New 
York: The Truth Seeker Co. Price, 75 
cents. 


No doubt many Freethinkers, long occupied 
with consideration of some single detached 
problem of our present intellectual warfare, 
and having had time to notice little but the 
more pressing special questions of the hour set 
forth in our journals, will gladly receive this 
masterly synopsis of the history of the Chris- 
tian religion, in all its varied manifestations, 
and of. despotic government, with the gradual 
emancipation from both. It omits no salient 
fact, and is written ina condensed but admira- 
bly lucid style, with every detail arranged in 
its clear and logical connection with the pos- 
ited fundamental principles, and every state- 
ment introduced in a setting of deep and sug- 
gestiv thought. Au eminent English writer 
once said in concluding a letter to a friend, ** I 
havn't had time to write you a short letter, 
so I hav written you a long one;" and it is 
unfortunately true that many writers do not 
spend on their works the studied, anxious 
labor requisit to reduce lengthy assemblages 
of facts and iteration to the lucidity, order, 
and brevity that characterize this book. 
The chapter headings are as follows: ‘ In- 
troductory; The Beginning; The Pagans 
and Jews; The Church of Rome; Mormon- 

. ism, Mohammedanism; Dogmatism ; Martin 
Luther and John Calvin; The Godhead; 
Persecution of the Early Christians; Chris- 
tians persecute Christians; The Wrongs of 
Ireland; Huguenots. persecute Catholics; 
Catholics persecute Huguenots; The Puri- 

` tans; The Pilgrims; The Revolution; The 

Church of England; Protestant Churches of 
America; Slavery; The Cause Found.” 
Few having read this fascinating and valuable 
work will find themselvs to lack, when en- 
gaged in disputation with some Christian, 
one of those statements of fact that are gen- 
erally followed by a perplexed silence on the 
part of the religious polemicist, a constrained 
remark about the weather and crops, and a 
hasty adieu. 

We hav received from the Truth Seeker 
Company a copy of ‘‘ The Struggle for Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty,” by Theodore 
C. Spencer. This book givs.an outline his- 
tory of the struggle of the human race for 
liberty from the earliest ages, showing how 
the race has advanced slowly but surely, 
marking their way with sighs, tears, and 


oppressors, from remote antiquity down to 
the present time. When we look around and 
see how much is still to be accomplished, we 
feel as if the task were almost hopeless; but 
when we look back and see how much has 
been accomplished, we are enabled to gird 
up our loins anew and go forth, with high 
hopes and bounding heart, to renew the 
great fight which must ever go on as long as 
there is a right or a privilege of which a sin- 
gle human being is deprived. This book is 


well worthy of a careful perusal by all who: 


want to know what great strides the human 
race has taken in the cause of liberty.— The 
Southiand. s 


' Freethinkers wishing their sons or daugh- 
ters to attend a college where they will not 
be impeded or disgusted by absurd Christian 
doctrins or ceremonies, will do well to send 
to the Freethought University of Liberal, 


Mo., for a copy of its ** First Annual Catalog." |. 


The latest work on Spiritualism is pub- 
lished by Colby & Rich, Boston, and entitled, 
“ Lifting the Veil.” It is a large, handsome 


] volume, and contains several fine engravings. 


The authors, Susan J. and Andrew A. Finck, 
giv a thorough and well-written exposition 
of the Spiritualistic doctrins, enlivened with 
many personal reminiscences and anecdotes. 
Price, $2. 


The contributors to the September number 
of the Forum are to be: the Hon. Thomas 
White, minister of the interior of Canada; 
Mrs. Craik, author of ‘‘John Halifax, Gen- 
tleman ;”-Dr. Jessopp, the well-known Eng- 
lish ‘essayist; President Bascom, of Williams 
College; Professor Young, the astronomer ; 
Senator Ingalls, Andrew Lang, Professor 
Cope, Bishop Coxe, Nicholas P. Gilman, and 
Professor Winchell.  : - 


O. H. Harris, of Newman, Ill., has dis- 
covered that of the Bible threats of annihila- 
tion of man more use the word ‘‘ soul” than 
the word *' spirit," and writes thereon a book, 
‘The Spirit of Man is Immortal, but the 
Soul of Man is Not Immortal.” Its teach- 
ing wil be sufficiently indicated by its title ; 
Freethinkers wil add it to their list of 
examples of the sad waste of painstaking 
and ingenuity for which Christianity is re- 
sponsible. A 


Dr. Alexander Ross, president of the Cana- 
dian Anti-Compulsory Vaccination League, 
issues at Montreal, Canada, a small book set- 
ting forth that vaccination is not only abso- 
lutely valueless in the prevention of small. 
pox, but is an activ factor in its propagation 
by creating & susceptibility to the disease, 
&nd is an agent in the transmission of many 
other maladies. The author adduces cor- 
roborativ views of many of the highest medi- 
cal authorities. 


Part IIL. of * Woman: Her Glory, Her 
Shame, and Her God," by Saladin, is out. 
Those of our readers who hav perused pre- 
vious writings of this popular English Free- 
thinker will no doubt at once secure copies of 
this work; those who hav not, should know 
that in Saladin's books they will make ac- 
quaintance with a writer in originality, vivac- 
ity, and power perhaps unsurpassed among 
living Freethinkers, and whom they will do 
illto miss. Price per part, 80 cents. 

We hav received from Mr. I. E. Welch, 
New Haven, Ct., the following letter: ** I wish 
to testify to the merit of a pamphlet issued 
by you entitled, * Personal Existence After 
Death Improbable,’ by L. R. Smith. Itis a 
remarkable pamphlet, being very scholarly 
in composition, and one of the best docu- 
ments on the question of immortality that I 
hav ever read. Liberals and Materialists 
wishing to procure a good thing for mission- 
ary work would do well to procure a few 


‘copies of this excellent book.” 


The latest number of the Humboldt Science 
Library is a double number (80 cents): ‘‘The 
Formation of Vegetable Mold Through the 
Action of Earth- Worms," by Charles Darwin.. 
Of the great Darwin, it is eminently true that 
he touched no subject without adorning it. 


What more unpromising theme can be: 


thought of than *‘ the action of earthworms ?” 
But when one of the highest geniuses of our 
time undertakes to study these creatures, 
and to describe their habits and their labors, 
he invests even that subject with the pro- 
foundest interest. The titles of the several 
chapters show the wide range of the great 
naturalist’s researches in this field. He treats 
of the habits of worms; the amount of fine 


blood, wrung from them by stripes of cruel | earth brought up by worms; the part played 


by worms in the burial of ancient buildings ; 
the denudation of land by the action of 
worms, and many other aspects of the sub- 


ject. 


In turning over the pages of such a book 
as “ Try-Square; or, The Church of Practical 
Religion," it becomes a difficult matter to 
judge it fairly. The author is of the species 
** crank," but evidently with an honest con- 
viction of his mission to reform the world, if 
he can—to lift up his voice at all events, and 
reprove it for its shortcomings, moral, phys- 
ical, and spiritual, and ‘offer. such advice as 
he is capable of giving. He is earnest, but 
sometimes incoherent, and always inelegant. 
Literary graces he has none, and evidently 
does not care for them. The author does not 
giv his name, and has published under the 
&uspices of the Truth Seeker Company, of 
New York.—Springfield Republican. 


* Romantic Love and Personal Beauty: 
Their Development, Causal Relations, His- 
toric and National Peculiarities," is the at- 
tractiv title of a ncw work announced by 
Macmillan & Co. The author, Mr. Henry T. 
Finck (Harvard, 1876), has collected a num- 
ber of curious facts tending to show that 
Romantic Love (as distinguished from con- 
jugal affection) is a mcdern sentiment, only 
about six hundred years old. He analyzes 
Love into eleven constituent traits and emo- 
tions (including Admiration of Personal 
Beauty, Emotional Hyperbole, Gallantry, 
Coyness, Jealousy, etc.), and shows, in sepa- 
rate chapters on “Love Among Animals” 
and ‘‘ Savages,” ‘Ancient Hebrew. Love," 
** Greek Love,” etc., that although traces of 
some of the elements of Love are to be found 
&mong animals and primitiv men, the major- 
ity were absent even in the love-affairs of the 
ancient civilized nations, owing to the lack of 
opportunities for courtship (chaperonage), 
the degraded position of women, and the 


substitution of parental dictation in place of. 


the free choice of lovers. In * Roman Love” 
Gallantry makes its first appearance; and 
Gallantry gone mad is the characteristic trait 
of chivalrous or ‘‘ Medieva] Love." Under 
* Modern Love" there are a number of sub- 
heads, such as ''First Love is not best;" 
“ True Love is transient;” ‘Love at first 
sight;" ‘‘ Coyness lessens woman's Love;” 
* Masculin versus feminin Love,” arguing 
that man's Love is deeper than woman's. In 
three chapters on Genius and Love, the author 
endeavors to prove by numerous biographic 
illustrations: that all geniuses are amorous, 
&nd then considers the analogies between 
** Insanity and Love,” and the ‘‘ Language of 
Love,” including ''Kissing— Past, Present, 
and Future.” ‘ How to Win Love” and 


“ How to Cure Love” are two chapters sum- 


ming up the wisdom of philosophers, wits, 
and poets on this subject, from Ovid to Heine 
and Byron. Six chapters are devoted to 
French, Italian, Spanish, German, English, 
and American Love, corresponding to six 
subsequent chapters on Personal Beauty in 
those countries, as affected by the chief 
sources of Beauty— Hygiene, Crossing, Men- 
tal Culture, and Romantic Love. That Ro- 
mantic Love becomes an important source of 
Personal Beauty (through sexual selection) 
is shown in the analysis of Schopenhauer’s 
Theory of Love, and in a series of chapters 
on the eyes, cheeks, nose, ears, hair, com- 
plexion, etc., each containing numerous cos. 
metic and hygienic hints and a history of 
fashionable aberrations of taste. Price, $2. 
Like any other books our readers may wish, 
it can be obtained from the Truth Seeker 
Company. 


EARNEST WORDS. 
NEW MONTHLY MAGAZINE. 


(Now in Press). 


Its primary purpose to promote Human Improve- 
ment and advance all Real Reform. DR. EMMET 
DENSMORE, DR. HELEN DENSMORE, Editors. 
S. H. PRESTON, Associate Editor, One Year, 
One Dollar ; Six Months, Fifty Cents; One Montb. 
Ten Cents. Send stamp for sample copy. Address 
EARNEST WORDS PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
1898 Broadway, New York City, N. Y. 81384 


REPLY 
TO REV. L. A. LAMBERT'S 
“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.” 
By B. W. Lacy.. 


A thorough. exposure of the Catholic priest's 
Historical misstatements, 


Price, Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 cents. 


7, 1887.. 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL'S 


-Great Cen:ennial Oration 


i ; ON THE . 
NP eel 
Declaration of Independence, 
ALSO THE : f 
Immortal Document, — 
And the National Anthem entitled : 
“LAND OF LIBERTY.” 


Price, 6 cts; 5 copies, 25 cts; 25 copies, $1. 


Address Tug TRUTH SEEKER CoMPANY, - 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


W.S BELL'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Conflict between Christianity 
and Civilization. 


PRICE, - = æ 7 æ a 15 CENTS. 


It is a stunner ; concise, scholarly, and good.— 
E. Billings. 


LIBERTY AND.MORALITY. 
PRICE, 15 CENTS. 

Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. . . 

Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Man,—T. B. Wakeman, 

A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. It isa very 
rd paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 

ge. ` ] - 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
' PRICE, 20 CENTS. 

The number of heads under which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which each point is dis- 
cussed. should be highly commended. Therefore 
Itake great pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition ” to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, butin the principles of self-government. — 
J.J. McCabe. 

Price 15 cents 


For sale at this office, 


Our Flag Above the Cross. 


This device is for 
` paper and envel- 
opes for Secular 
Unions and others, 


PRICES: 


Half-note, bl’k ink, 
per quire, . .18 
Envelopes, black 
ink, per pack, .18 
Paper or envelopes 
with local ad- 
dress, 1,000, $6.00 
Half-note, 4 colors, 
per quire, . .25 
Envelopes,4colors, 
per pack, . .25 
Paper or envelopes 
4 colors, with lo- 
cal address, per 
` 1,000, . . $10.00 
Address 


‘The Truth Seeker, 


Any profit from sales will be devoted to the free 
distribution of Liberal literature, 


COPYRIGHTED. 


Very Cheap Pamphlets. 
O: 
We hav on hand a large number of the following 
of COLONEL INGERSOLL’S pamph'ets, which ` 

will be disposed of at cost, as fol ows: 
Ingersoll Catechised: 

His Answers to a Number of Vital Questions Pro- 

pounded by the Editor of the **San Franciscan ;” 

singly, 8 cents; per dozen, 30 cents; per hundred, 


$2.00. 
ORTHODOXY, 


A lecture, fifty-four closely printed large 12mo 
pages, 10 cents; fifteen, $1; and $6 per hundred. 


Civil Rights Speech, 


Including the address of Frederick Douglas, fifty- 
three-large octavo pages, singly, 10 cents; fifteen 
for $1; aad $6 per hundred. 

~— The Truth of History, 
This is a comment by Colonel Ingersoll upon 
the religious lies that hav been told about him- 
self, and first made its appearance in these col- 
umns. Price 8 cents; 30 cents per dozen ; $2 per 
hundred. 

BIBLE IDOLATRY, 

Aletter Colonel Ingersoll wrote to the editor of 
the London ‘Secular Review.” Price 8 cents ; 30 
cents per doz., or $2 per hundred, Í 


INGERSOLL ON McGLYNN, 


Being the comments and opinions of Mr. Inger- 
soll upon the fight in the Catholic church between 
the late pastor of 8t. Stephen’s and his employer, 
the pope. Price 3 cents; 30 cents per doz., or $2 
per hundred. . 

We suggest that these be purchased in quanti- 
ties, and given away to Christiane, and it is with 
that not unreasonable exp: ctation that the trices 
hav been placed so low. ` 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
38 Lai ayette Pl., New York. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Haxact Ratios in Its 
Acquirement and Apportionment. 
By J. K. INGALLS. 
Price, Cloth, - - $1 00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


: OALIFORNIA. - 
J. E. Clark, Los 


Angeles: . . 
Dr. J. L. York; Sati Jose, Cal. 
CANADA. 


W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
OOLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. : 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIs. . : 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 3 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 


KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 
INE MAINE. 
.B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). 
Koa MASSACHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
‘ MIOHIGAN. 


A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
B. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Chas. Sach, 188 8. Division St., Grand Rapids. 
Swan & Co.. 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
: MIS8OURI. 
Phillip Roeder, 322 Olive st., 8t. Louis. 
. E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. i 
Lang & Co., 709 Olive st., St. Louis. 
NEBRASKA. 


Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 


NEW YORK. : 
Drentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st.. Brooklyn. 
Henry Adler, cor. Essex and Grand streets. 

OHIO. 
N. Hexter, 808 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
i OREGON. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. . 
: PENNSYLVANIA. : 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
. ' TENNESSEE. . 
Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
e : TEXAS. Í 

L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 

. UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 


] ENGLAND. — i 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


Robt. G. Ingersoll’s 


OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 


in the suit of the 
Bankers and Merchants’ 
graph. Company 
S against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 


80 many hav asked for copies of this.famous 
speech that THE TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


Tele- 


WRW GAVIA RE 
RR Y<SQUARE: 


' OR, 
The Church of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer; the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


For sale at this office, Price. $1.00. 


S. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri. 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
** A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 
las$ with the living spirit of to-day."—JoAn 
Swintons Paper. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In. 
fidel arid the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. À 3 

Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 


with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to nis, with extraordi- 
nary beauty."—Ds. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 
Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 

Why Don't He Leud a Hand, and 
other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 

Adami and Heva.. A Poetic version 
version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 


Eden, in which its superiority to the muti'ated 
copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 


cents, 
1l of the ab address 
For all of (hee TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE 


SO dete 
GRAND, UPRIGHT 
Unrivaled in Tone, 


No 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 


The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 
hammer Logic unsurpassed.” ‘8vo., 883pp., 
silk cloth, $3. 


Deity Analyzed and the Devil’s De- 
fense. A thorough analysis of the 


claims for the existence of the Bible deity, and 
an examination in verse of the charges gener- 
ally brought against his Satanic majesty. 
12mo, 466pp., $1.50. . 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 


ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. . 
Cloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 


Infidel Death Beds. 
By G. W. FOOTE. 


Price, - - - - 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


HOW TO STRENGTHEN 
THE MEMORY; 
OR, 
Natural and Scientific Methods of 
Never Forgetting. 
By M. L. HOLBROOK, M.D. 
12m0,160pp., - - = = $1.00 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
. 28 Lafayette Pl., New York. | 


NW 


(E. M. 


| 


Calendar for 1887, -  - 
Freethought in the United 


= 


c 


Freethought Abroad, - 


The Parson. 


EE eS co 


A Story. 


NEW 


FACTORY & WAREROOMS, | P 


A i ) 
Cor. 87th a SO Third AY 


‘ruth Seeker Annual ! 


Freethinkens Almanac, 
1887. 


+ WITH + ILLGZTRATIONS. + 


CONTENTS- 


Liberty. Address by Grover Cleveland, 
The Coming Dawn. By D. 


Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the 
States and Territories of the United States, 


The Right to Testify. By F. M. Holand, - 


The American Secular Union. By Samuel P. 
Putnam, - ur g " 


By Si Slokum, 


ee 


AND SQUARE. 
Touch and Workmanship, 


er 
New York. 


The Public Schools 


AND THE 


Catholic Church. 


By L. 


—-0— 

K. Washburn. 

—0—. 

EXTRACT. 

“I could pronounce n^ benediction upon Ro- 
maniam. It h^s done mischief enough to deserve 
transportation for life. I regard Roman Chri-- 
tianity as the worst form of tyranny. It com- 
mands the arm to work and the brain t^ die: it 
feeds faith and starves thought; it loves oppres- 
sion and hates liberty. It has given falsehood a 
crown and truth a scaffold.” _ 


PRICE, 5 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Piace, New York. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 


Price 10 cents, 
Address THe TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate paraphlot, Though 
anonymous; it is now known to be the work of W. 
H. Burs, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cenis. 
For sale at this office. 


287.) 


States, 1886, - 


Louis Bodge, 


YORK: 


ration.” 


^| their imperfections, 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industria! Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write, 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Ear]: 
of Essex and his bride, a.p., 1590. By Wm. Henny 
Burs. Price, 2 cents. For sale at this office. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli- 
cal Works, 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


“The Author-Hero of the Revolution." 
Price, Single Copies, mme Bix copies for 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more suck 
flaming arguments . . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 


Price, 35 cents. 


For either of these works, or any of Paine 
writings, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


VOLTAIRES ROMANCES, 


OONTENTS ; 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.— Zadig 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princes. 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowns. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas.— 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the White 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid paper. With 67 
opgravings. Price, cloth, beveled boards, $2.00. 
Half calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE DAWNING. 


A NOVEL. 


* Oh, heaven! Apollo i8 once more among the 
herdsmen of Admetus, and the herdsmen know 
not it is the Sun-god !” . 


An octavo volume of nearly 400 pages, bound in 
cloth. Price, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH NEEKER 
28 Lafayctte Place, 


Co. 
New York. 


THE 1 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 

From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION. : 
Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


WORKS OF 0. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 


Christianity a Reward for Crime. 
Authenticated by the Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 29 pages, - - - 10c. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
g And Its Errors Exposed. 
Paper, 12mo, 47 pages, - z p 


_ Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 25c. 


15c 


A Masonic Vindication of Right. 
A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 36 pages, ~~ - -. - 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America 


BY A CAPITALIST. 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remedy, the author thinks. isin communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it will be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. 


Paper,50c; cloth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE CONFESSIONAL 


ROMISH AND ANGLICAN. 
An Hxposé: 
By SALADIN. Price, 80 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


oR, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


bo. 


BY 
H.J. SEIGNEURBET,- 
Secularist. 

Price, => =. =- > 10 cents. 
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Jiews of the Week. — 


A pEOISION of insanity has been given in 
the case of Mr. Briggs, a gentleman who was 


arrested one night. last week for disorderly 


conduct in New York streets, insisting that 
. he was above all human laws and amenable 
only to divine direction. 


THERE were ninety- 
nine excise arrests in New 
York city last Sunday. 


CONSIDERABLE appro- 
priations for the navy 
are being made, and new 
cruisers built. . 


M 
a 


Tuere is much suffer- 
ing along the coast of 
Newfoundland and Lab- 
rsdor from need of food 
aud clothes. 


ELT 
Pret rett ts 


A LOCAL assembly has 
withdrawn from the La- 
bor party in Chicago be- 
cause of: the predomi- 
nance of the Anarchistic 
elements. 


PRI TT, 
ttar] 


Bzrarvw and Holland 
are making very extensiv 
military preparations, 
fearing destruction in 
the expected Franco- 
German war. ] 


SzcRETARY Lamar has 
ordered the restoration to 
the national domain of 
the indemnity lands 
granted to the Atlantic & 
Pacific railway company. 


Tur Rev. Dr. Curran, P aa dy, 
a prominent associate of 
George and McGlynn, 
has abandoned them and 


their cause at the order 


HESTON 


ESAU FINDS THAT JACOB HAS LIED 


EROF CREATION. 


Dtscusston Between 
Gladstone, Huxley, Malter, 
Linton, Revilie, 
On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
! OONTENTS: F i 
I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. By Hon. 
W. E. Gladstone. : 
II. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 
preters of Nature. By Prof, T. H. Huxley. 
I. Postectipt to Solar Myths, By Prof. Max 
uller. 


THE ORD 


i 
ji 


"TU 
| 
| 


1 
ih 


IEEE 


zl 
PERI 


nr 


HIM OUT OF 


IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. 

By Hon, W. E. Gladstone. ; 

V. Dawn of Creation. An Answer to Mr. Glad. 
stone. By Albert Reville, D. 

YI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. 


Hla By Prof. T. B. 
Huxley. - Š 

VIL A Protest anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
M : on 


This is à new book and contains the latest discus- 
sion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of the 
participants are a guarantee of its able character. 

Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 
28 Lafayette Pl.New York, 
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HIS RIGHTS.—Gen. xxvii, 


Gens of . Thought. 


Ir was not only born in Lady Malin’s blood, but 
from earliest years. had been impressed in her 
brain, that her first duty was to her. family, and 
mainly consisted in getting well out of the way— 
in going peaceably through the fire to Moloch, 
that the rest might hav good places in the temple 
of Mammon. In her turn, she had trained her 
children to the bewildering conviction that it was 
their duty to do a certain wrong, if it should be 
required. That wrong thing 

(namely, to marry a mau 
that she could neither love 
nor respect, nor even toler- 
ate) was now required of 
Hesper.-athing she scorned, 
hated, shuddered at; she 
must follow the rest; her 
turn to be sacrificed was 
come; she must henceforth 
be a living lie. She could 
recompense herself, as the 
daughters who hav sinned 
by yielding generally do, 
when’ they are motherr, 
with the sin of compelling, 
and thus make the trespass 
rourd and full. There is in 
no language yet the word 
invented to fit the vileness 
of such mothers; but, as 
time flows and speech 
grows, it may be found, 
and, when it is found, it 
will hav action retrospectiv. 
—Macdonala’s Mary Mars- 
ton. 


Mr.Davines, in his speech 
on the trial of Guiteau, re- 
ferred to "the Atheist Tom 
Paine,” which showed hini 
to be either an ignorant 
man or a man indifferent 
to truth, Thomas Paine 
was exactly the reverse of 
an Atheist. He was a Deist; 
that is, he was a believer in 
one God. Deists are not 
uncommon, and they were 
even common in Englaud 
in the last century; and 
Mr. Paine was an English- 
mau, and he was born in 
1737, when Deism was the 
creed of half the cultivated 
men in the British empire. 
His splendid services to this 


32-39. 


of his Catholic superior. 


Srrikes continue of very frequent occur- 
rence throughout the country, and are often 
attended with violence. 

Tne steamer City of Montreal, Inman line, 
was burnt at sea Aug. 11th, but fortunately 
only thirteen lives were lost. 


Tne Ancient Order of Hibernians is in dis- 
sension over the action of a Brooklyn division 
in engaging a lecture from Dr. McGlynn. 


Tux Rev. Wm. Fox, a Methodist minister 
and ardent Prohibitionist of Nashville, Tenn., 
has been arrested for selling whisky without 
& license. 

Russi remains isolated in her protest 
against the recent assumption of the Bulga- 
rian throne by Prince Ferdinand of Saxe- 
Coburg. 

Tne revolutionary movement in Russia 
continues to spread among the students, but 
the masses remain devoutly-attached to their 
ezar and church. ` 

Many conflicting reports as to Stanley’s 
fate arrive from Africa. Emin Bey, the 
captured governor of whom he went in 
search, is reported alive and well. 


Dr. MoGrynw’ is instructing the people 
that, in their bearing upon the labor reform, 
“ the creeds of the church are useful and beau- 
tiful; they throw a strong light on the way.” 


Tne old Know-Nothing party, it is said, is 
ahout to be revived. Its friends claim for it 
1,500,000 members. It insists upon the re- 
striction of immigration. Powderly is said 
to be a member. 

Tux Women’s Christian Temperance Union 
hag sent out from Chicago a call to all Chris- 
tian women in every land to observe Nov. 
12th and 18th as days of prayer for the suc- 
cess of temperance work. 


Tue lord lieutenant of Ireland has issued 
a proclamation denouncing the Irish National 
League as dangerous, preparatory to taking 
legal action toward its suppression. The 
League intends to change its name and con- 
tinue its work. 

Tue most serious of the week's railway 
accidents is the wreck of a B. & O. express 
at Washington on the 17th, in which the en- 
gineer was killed and twenty persons were in- 
jured. It was caused by the failure of every 
brake to work when emergency required. 


THE CONFESSIONAL 
ROMISH AND ANGLICAN. E 
An Exposé. 
By SALADIN. Price, 30 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Odds and Ends. 


We see an item in a medical paper about “ min- 
eral wool." We presume that’s the sort they shear 
from hydraulic rams. 


Sue : “ Do you think Mr. Dusenberry a thorough 
Christian?" He: ‘I guess so. He's always preach- 
ing what he doesn’t practice,” 


Tux Italian government is endeavoring to nego- 
tiaie a loan of nine million lires, and has sent to à 
religious newspaper in this city for estimates. 


* ELDAN, yo’ fo’got yo’ yumbrel, an’ I run all de 
way arter yo' wid it," ‘* An’ yo’ hain’ los’ yo’ breaf 
nudder, hev yo’? I tole yo’ yo’ gwan mek a 
preacher some day ef yo’ lives." 


“ Tuar is certainly the ugliest pug dog I ever 
saw,” said a husband whose wife had led home a 
recent purchase. '' Yes,” said the lady, raptur- 
ously, **that is the beauty of the dear little fellow.’ 


“Ox, I couldn't think of marrying you,” said 
the soubrette to the leading man. ‘You'd never 
be able to keep me.” * Why not?” ‘Oh, you're 
such a poor support." ‘* Crushed again,” he mut- 
tered, as he turned away. 


On Canada’s quiet banks I stand, 
And cast an anxious eye 
To that unhappy bank beyond, 
Where all my ledgers Jie, 
—Sunday-schoct Superintendent, 
LirrLE boy: "Pa, what. does ‘phenomenal’ 
mean?” Father: “It is a word used by the citi- 
zens of Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, and Nebraska when 
they refer to the growth of their respectiv towns, 
It doesn’t mean much.” 


“ How is your son to-day ?? asked a friend of a 
Wall street broker. ‘Very bad,” replied the old 
gentleman, striving to compose his agitated feat- 
ures; “very bad, indeed. I would not giv ten per 
cent for his chance of life.” 


Sr. PETER : “Come in, good and faithful serv- 
ant." Newly-arrived spirit: ‘Servant, is it ye 
say? Its lady's help I waz, gir.” “ Oh, never 
mind; come in." “That’s heaven, is it?” ‘This 
is heaven.” “How many nights an’ afternoons 
out will I hav?” 


“WomzNn greatsh—hic—deceivers,” said Jones, 
leaning up against the bar. “Theresh—hic—no 
trusting 'em. Theresh my wife.' She said—hic— 
the other day the next time—hic—I got drunk 
she'd go home to ma. Ish been drunk ever since, 
and she—hic—hasn't gone yet.” 


** Mx dear," said a husband, gently rousing his 
wife—the lady was dangerously ill—'* Mrs. De 
Hobson called a little while ago and left her love 
and sympathy for you. She seemed deeply affect- 
ed.” “John,” said the sick lady, in a very weak 
tone of voice, a8 she slowly unclosed her eyes, 
* what did she hav on?” 

New spirit: "I was not a very good man in 
early life, but I tried to make up for it in later 
years." St. Peter: “I dont find anything in the 
records against you." N. 8.: ‘In early life a rail- 
road company made a mistake in weighing my 
goods, and only charged me half freight, and 
I never said a word about it. Some years ago my 
conscience troubled me so that I sent the com- 
pany the rest of the money due it.” S. P.: “ Was 


‘what I ought not to say, or you ought not to hear; 


it one of those companies which go into pools with 
parallel lines?” N.S.: ‘Yes, sire.” §. P.: * Enter; 
Sir. and turn into that avenue to the right." 
N. S.: "Thanks, sire, Where does it lead?” S.P.: 
“To the celestial asylum for imbecils.” 


DE Garmo: “So you're all alone, eh?” Basom: 
“Yes, the old lady and the girls hav gone to the 
seashore.” De Garmo : * Will they be there long?” 
Basom: “I hope not. I hav very encouraging 
reports as to the possibility of my becoming the 
father-in-law of a French marquis. There is noth- 
ing like having a good barber in the family." 


““Waar’ d' yo’ git dat load er lumber, Br'er 
Jimson?” “Down ter de Healin’ Ba’m church.” 
“Dasso, Br’er Jimson? Why, has dey tored de 
buildin’ down?" “Oh, no, sah! Hit's dar yet, 
but I hearn Parson Blowhard say dat de pews was 
free, so I riz up'arly dis mornin’ an’ went down 
dar an’ ripped up a pa’r of ’em an’ fotched ’em 
erlong.” : 


IT was in one of the stately mansions of Beacon 
Street, Boston, that our story opens. He was de- 
claring his love in language that only a Boston 
youth can use, and even he must be sober. **'Dear- 
est Penelope,” he said, “if I had loved you less 
I could hav told you that I loved -you long ago. 
If——” But he suddenly stopped. A far-away 
whither-am-I-drifting look had come over the 
girl's face, and his heart sank within him. “If 
my words are displeasing to you, Miss Penelope," 
he went on in his broken tones, “if I hav said 


if I——" “Not at all," interrupted Penelope, look- 
ing wildly about her, ** but I hav certainly lost my 
spectacles. Oh, there they are. Thanks. As you 
were saying, Mr. Waldo——" 


A WITNESS was being examined before a Dakota 
justice of the peace, and in the course of his testi- 
mony mentioned having faid to the prisoner at 
one time that he had a horse he wanted to trade, 
“ Hey?” said the prosecuting attorney, who was 
conducting the examination; ‘was it that sor 
one of yours?” “Yes.” " Want to trade yet?" 
* Don't care if I do—what you got?” “He hasn't 


anything that you want," put in the attorney for 
the defense; “if you want to trade, I can giv you 
a mighty good show with my bay mare.” “ Order 
in the court-room !" roared the justice, waking up 
at this point; “ what was the last testimony you 
gave?" ‘“T said I once met the prisoner, and said 
to him : * Bill, I'd like to trade you that sor’l mare 
o mine——’” ‘Hold on a minute," said the jus- 
tice; **you don’t want to trade your sorl yet, I 
spose?” “I might if I got a good chance.” “Say,” 
continued the court, "if you mean business, I can 
giv you jest the slickest swap for that buckskin 
hoss of mine, an’ bout ten dollars to boot, that 
you ever seen! This court is adjourned for one 
hour—come out to the barn and look my hoss 
over.” 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


OR, 
Men of Business Who Did Something Besides 
Making Money. A Bookfor Young Americans. 


BY JAMES PARTON. 


$1.25. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Price, 
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- country, some time before 
the French alliance had made its independence 
a certainty, entitles him to be safe from American 
misrepresentation.—Boston Traveler, 

“Ar the trial of Louis XVI.,” says Madame De 
Stael, ** Thomas Paine alone proposed what would 
hav done honor to France if it had been accepted 
—the offer to the king of an asylum in America ; 
by which he offended the Mountain party; and in 
1793 Robespierre caused him to be ejected and 
thrown into prison, where he wrote the ‘ Age of 
Reason, against Atheism.and against Christian- 
ity, and in favor of Deism.”—Chambers’ Encyclo- 
pedía. 


Tur question of the tenure of land is a deep and 
important one, and must needs engage the atten- . 
tion of good men of all countries.—2D. M. Bennett, 


TEE greatest man is he who chooses right with 
the most invincible resolution; who resists the 
sorest temptations from within and without; who 
bears the heaviest burdens cheerfully; who is 
calmest in storms, and most fearless under men- 
aces and frowns; whose reliance on truth, on 
virtue, and on God is most unfaltering.—Seneca, 


~ My creed is this: 1. Happiness is the only good. 
2. The way to be happy is to make others happy. 


‘Other things being equal that man is happiest | 


who is the nearest just—who is truthful, merciful, 
and intelligent—in other words, the man who livs 
in accordance with the conditions of life. 3. The 
time to be happy is now, and the place to be happy 
is here. 4. Reason is the lamp of the mind—the 
only torch of progress; and, instead of blowing 
that out and depending upon darkness and dogma; 
it is far better to increase that sacred light, 
5. Every man should be the intellectual proprietor 
of himself—honest with himself and intellectually 
hospitable—and upon every brain reason should 
be enthroned as king. 6. That every man must 
bear the consequences, at least, of his own actions ; 
that if he put his hand in the fire, ris hand must 
smart,and not the hands of another. In other 
words, that each man must eat the fruit of the 
tree he plants.—Ingersoll's Tut with Talmage. 


. Tux horrible doctrin of unending punishment 


l is asserted by Jesus, and all the efforts of his 


modern disciples will not explain away this fact. 
The tares are to be bound up in bundles to be 
burnt. The wicked are to be cast into a furnace 
of fire, where there will be wailing and gnashing 
of teeth. It is better to enter into life mutilated 
than to be thrown unmutilated into the fire of hell 
which is never quenched. The servant who had 
made no money by usury i8 cast into outer dark- 
ness. The righteous go into eternal life; the 
wicked go to eternal punishment. Blasphemy 
against the Holy Ghost cannot be forgiven, but 
involves eternal damnation. It is almost needless 
to observe that no wickedness could ever justify 
punishment without an end; that is, punishment 
for punishment's sake; and that the creation of 
human beings whose existence terminated in tort- 
ure would be in itself a far more terrible crime 


; than any which the basest of mankind can ever 


commit,—Amberley's Analysis of Religious Belief. 


HERBERT SPENCER loses money, while Oscar 
Wilde gathers in the shekels by the peck. Emer- 
son has to think twice before buying a rare beok, 
while the successful pork-packer pays $5,000 for 
counterfeit Murillos, The great philosopher wears 
darned stockings, while the preacher of absurd 
superstition has whole bushels of fancy-worked 
slippers.—Boston Herald. 
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TAKE NOTICE !. ^i 


ALL TAX PAYERS WHO DARE PROTEST .. 
AGAINST LEGAL ROBBERY, WILL BE 
REGARDED AS BLOODY-MINDED SOCIALISTS, 
CRANKS X ANARCHISTS & LIABLE TO BE 
ARRESTED, Y% UPON CONVICTION OF HOLDING 
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OPINIONS DISTASTEFUL TO OFFICIAL BOODLERS 


Y PIOUS LOAFERS, SAID TAX PAYERS.SHAXYY BE 
FINED, IMPRISONED OR HANGED. 


! i 


[EMT 


ae 


Sy " Z 


HOW UNCLE SAM ROBS THE POOR TO FEED DRONES. 
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diofes and Clippings. 


Tuere is a Sunday law in Mexico, and the 
' officials sometimes enforce it. The Two Re- 
-publics says: ** On account of the miserably 
poor bull-fight at San Rafacl Sunday before 
last, Manager Pubilones has been fined $500 
by the presiding regidor.” 


A proposition wilt be presented to the 
next Mexican Congress for the taxation of all 
churches and church property one-fourth of 
one per cent as a renta]. This refers to that 
class of edifices which under the law of 
December 14, 1874, are the property of the 
nation. l ; 


A youne thief named Dohne who has for 
years secured rich plunder in the houses of 
New York religious people whom he pleased 
with his unusually fervent piety, has been 
arrested, but insists that the complainant 
should withdraw her charge to “giv him a 
chance to make his peace with God.” 


Tux pastor of the A. M. E. Zion church of 
Kingston has been found by his trustees 
to be guilty of the following misdemeanors : 
1. Misappropriation of church money; 2. 
Usurpation of authority; 3. Removing church 
organ without consent of trustees; 4. Re- 
fusal to surrender the church books; 5. For- 
gery. 


RioHaRD Hont, a colored preacher, of the 
Hermitage district, near Nashville, Tenn., 
has built up a little congregation and estab- 
lished a small church. He wanted to hold a 
revival, but had no money for lights, etc. 
He stole a cow and sold it for $15, and 


started his revival. He had secured fifteeu 
converts, and six more promising mourners 
were on the anxious seat, when the constable 
came along, closed up the revival, and brought 
Hunt to Nashville, where he is now in jail. 


Tue way the Rev. J. J. Henry's misuse of 
his means of grace was found out was his 
victim gave premature birth to an infant, and, 
under the impression that she was dying, 
made an ante-mortem statement inculpating 
him. The Kansas City Times of August 16th 
has a telegram, stating that she has recovered 
sufficiently to break a cane over the Rev. 
Henry’s head, and chase him home and clear 
under the bed. 


Tue Socialists are in hot pursuit of Henry 
George. They hav found out that in January, 
1881, he made an address before the Spread 
the Light Club, in Brooklyn, in which was 
this : '* Mankind must rise to some system of 
coóperation or go down to Anarchy. Our 
civilization must mount up to the ideal of the 
Socialists; it must follow in the path of 
every preceding civilization, or rush into 
Anarchy and ruin.” 


A PEOULIAR case is claiming the attention 
of attorneys at Akron, O. A clairvoyant was 
arrested some time since on complaint of one 
of her customers on a charge of obtaining 
money by false pretense. A justice of the 
peace found her guilty and sentenced her to 
a term in the workhouse. She served one 
day, and was thenreleased on a writ of habeas 
corpus issued by Judge Ripson of the circuit 
court, who held that the woman was at work 
at an avocation, that it was no offense against 
the statutes to obtain work by false pretense. 
Now the woman has brought suit against the 


justice who committed her and his bondsmen, 
and also against the deputy sheriff who took 
her to the workhouse, for false imprisonment. 
The case is being watched with interest. 


In the Anamosa, Iowa, penitentiary, accord- 
ing the superintendent's report for the bien- 
nial period ending June 30, 1887, there are 
seventy-seven Catholics, seventy-one Metho- 
dists, one Infidel, eighty-two belonging to 
various other denominaticns, and ninety- 
seven not religiously affiliated. One out of 
three hundred and twenty-eight is pretty 
good showing for the Infidels of Iowa, for the 
state is full of them. 


Tux World says that in about a fortnight 
the Evening Standard will unfurl its labor 
banner under the editorial quill of Rev. Dr. 
McGlynn.: The moneyed man in the enter- 
prise is said to be Allen Thorndyke Rice, of 
the North American Review, who is also said 
to own an interest in Henry George’s Stan- 
dard. A month later a daily morning paper 
is to be started, with well-known labor sym- 
pathizers upon the editorial staff. The name 
decided upon is the American Workman. 


Tux Jewish Times finds only a slight differ- 
ence between Dr. Oswald's religion of the 
future and Judaism. The Timessays: '* Tux 
Trore Seeker is publishing a series of excel- 
lent articles from the pen of a noted Agnostic 
writer, Dr. Felix L. Oswald, author of 
‘Physical Education,’ ‘The Secrets of the 
East,’ etc. The series when completed are to 
be considered as a contribution to the religion 
of the future. We hav carefully read the pa- 
pers so far published, and the philosophy of 
living as outlined therein is strikingly Jewish 
in its principles. In fact, the only difference 


we can see is that in Dr. Oswald’s philosophy 
there is no exalted and sublime spiritua 
ideal such as exists in the philosophy of 
Judaism.” The Times deserves credit for its 
original discovery. 


La Réform, of Brussels, states that many 
Belgian Freethinkers hav notified the Council 
General of the International Federation of 
Freethinkers at Antwerp of their intention 
to attend the London International Free- 
thought Congress, to be held at the Hall of 
Science, on September 10th, 11th, and 12th, 
and that twelve delegates will attend from 
the city of Antwerp. What are the Free. 
thought societies of the United States going 
to do about being represented at the Con- 
gress? l 


A Most interesting paper by Professor Dr. 
Ludwig Büchner on ‘‘ Freethought and the 
Social Question,” has first’ place in the Brus. 
sels La Société Nouvelle. lt is written spe- 
cially in view of two questions placed by the 
Genera] Council on the order of the day for 
discussion at the forthcoming London Inter- 
national Freethought Congress: ‘‘Can the 
Freethought Question be Separated from the 
Social Question?” ‘On the Social Relatio.2s 
of Freethought in the Past, Present, an 
Future.” Dr. Büchner writes that in hi 
opinion Freethought has only a very indirect 
relation with Socialism. ‘‘ One can be a Free- 
thinker,” he says, ‘‘and decidedly adverse 
to Socialism, or a determined partisan of 
Socialism and yet pious and believing. 
Christianity—of which Freethought is in all 
things the adversary—has had in principle an 
evidently Socialistic and even Communistic 
character."— National Reformer. * 
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Communications. 


The Bible of Nature; or, The Principles of 
Secularism. l = 
A. CONTRIBUTION TO THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE. 
a a BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 
Author of “ Physical Education,’ "The Secret of the East,” ete. 


I.—Mzs5TAL Maxims. 
CHAPTER I.—KNOWLEDGE. 
-A.— Lessons of Instinct. 


. In the arena of life animal instinct triumphs over 
the elemental forces of Nature, as human intelligence 
triumphs over instinct, and the secret of that superi- 
ority is knowledge. Skill is well-directed force. 
Prudence is well-applied reason. The efficiency of 
that directing faculty depends on experience, as we 
call the accumulation of recollected facts. Knowl. 
edge is stored light, as helpful in the narrowest as in 
the widest sphere of conscious activity, and the in- 
Stinetive appreciation of that advantage manifests 
itself in the lowest species of vertebrate animals, nay, 
perhaps even in the winged insects that swarm in 
from near and far to explore the mystery of a flicker- 
ing torch.. Curiosity, rather than the supposed love 
of rhythm, tempts the serpent to leave its den at the 
sound of the conjurer's flute. Dolphins are thus at- 
tracted by the din of a kettledrum, river-fish by the 
glare of a moving light. Where deer abound, a 
pitchwood fire, kindled in a moonless night, is sure 
to allure them from all parts of the forest. Antelope 
hunters can entice their game within rifle-shot by 
fastening a red kerchief to a bush and letting it 
flutter in the breeze. When the first telegraph lines 
crossed the plateau of the Rocky Mountains, herds 
of bighorn:sheep were often seen trotting along the 
singing wires as if anxious to ascertain the meaning 
of the curious innovation. Every abnormal change 
in the features of a primitive landscape—the erection 
of a lookout-tower, a clearing in the midst of a 
primeval forest—attracts swarms of inquisitive birds, 
even crows and shy hawks, who seem to recognize 
the advantage of reconnoitering the topography of 
their hunting grounds. In some of the higher an- 
imals inquisitiveness becomes too marked to mistake 
its motive, as when a troop of colts gathers about a 
inew dog, or a pet monkey pokes his head into a 
cellar-hole, and wears out his finger-nails to ascertain 
the contents of a brass rattle. 

For the intelligence of children, too, inquisitiveness 

‘is a pretty sure test. Infants cf ten months may be 
seen turning their eyes toward a new piece of furni- 
ture in their nursery. Kindergarten pets of three 
years have been known to pick up agilded pebble from 
the gravel road and cail their teacher's attention to 
the color of the abnormal specimen. With a little en- 
couragement that faculty of observation may develop 
surprising results. The wife of a Mexican missionary 
of my acquaintance, who had taken charge of an 
Indian orphan boy, and made a point of answering 
every pertinent question of the bright-eyed youngster, 
was one day surprised to hear him usher in a stranger 
and invite him to a seat in the parlor.. “How could 
you know it was not a tramp?” she asked her little 
chamberlain after the visitor had left. “ Oh, I could 
tell by his clean finger-nails," said Master Five years, 
“and also by his straight shoes. Tramps always get 
their heels crooked!” 
. The shrewd remarks of boy naturalists and girl 
satirists often almo:t confirm: the opinion of Goetbe 
that every child has the innate gifts of genius, and 
that subsequent differences are only the result of 
more or less propitious educational influences. And 
in spite of most discouraging circumstances, the love 
of knowledge sometimes revives in after years with 
the energy almost of a passionate instinct. On the 
veranda of a new hotel in a railroad town of southern 
Texas, I once noticed the expression of rapt interest 
on the face of a young hunter, a lad of eighteen or 
nineteen, who here fur the first time came in contact 
with the representatives of a higher civilization and 
with breathless attention drank in the conversation 
of two far-traveled strangers. “If they would hire 
me for a dog-robber (a low menial), I would do it for 
a dime a day,” he muttered, “just for the chance to 
hear them talk.” 

“But if they should take you to some smoky, 
crowded, big city ?” 

“I don't care,” said he, with an oath, “I would 
let them lock me up in a jail, if I could get an educa- 
tion like theirs.” 

It would, indeed, be a mistake to suppose that the 
thirst for mental development is the exclusive 
product of advanced culture. In the thinly settled 
highlands of our western territories, miners and 
herders have been known to travel ten miles a day 
over rough mountain roads to get the rudiments of a 
school education. Missionaries who have mastered 
the language of a barbarous tribe have more than 
once been followed by converts whom the charm of 
general knowledge (far more than any special theo- 
logical motive) impelled to forsake the home of their 


fathers and follow the white stranger to the land of 


his omniscient countrymen. : 


` B.—REWARDS OF CONFORMITY. 

Knowledge is power, even in the contests of 
brutes. Superior topographical knowledge enables 
the chasing wolf to intercept the flight of his game ; 
a well-chosen ambush makes the tiger the master of 
his would-be slayer. Familiarity with the habits of 
enemies and rivals decides success in the struggle for 
existence. 

The advantage of superior knowledge is not limited 
to the prestige of superlative scholarship, but asserts 
itself in the chances of every comprtitive pursuit, 80 
infallibly, indeed, as to justify Diderovs paradox that 
there is no need of any such thing as love of science 
forits own sake, since all knowledge repays its ac- 
quisition by collateral benefits. A farmer's boy 
studying statute law, a lawyer collecting market-re 
ports, will sooner or later find a chance to profit by 
their study. ‘The infinite interaction of human affairs 
connects the interests of all branches of human 
knowledge, and makes the humblest handicraft ame 
nable to scientific improvement. Knowledge has 
never hindered the suecessful pursuit of any manual 
vocation. Fifty years ago several states of the 
American Union made it a penal offense to teach a 
slavereading and writing; and if the planter valued his 
laborers in proportion to their canine submissiveness. 
he was perhaps right that * education spoils a nigger.” 
It qualified his servility, and by making him a better 
man, made him perhaps a less available dog. Bui 
with that single exception, ignorance is a disad- 
vantage, and knowledge an advantage, both to- its 
possessor and his employers. In the solitudes of the 
Australian bush-land; Frederick Jerstaecker found a 
herdsman reading Aristophanes in the original. 
Neither the sheep nor their owners were any the 
worse for that incidental accomplishment of the poor 
shepherd, who found his study & sufficient source of 
pastime, while his comrades were apt to drown their 
ennui in bad rum. James Cook, the greatest of 
modern maritime discoverers, served his apprentice- 
ship on -board of a coai-barge and employed his 
leisure in studying works on geography and general 
history. The knowledge, thus acquired, might seem 
of no direct advantage, but three years after, on 
board of the Eagle frigate, the erudition of the 
brawny young sailor soon attracted. the attention of 
two intelligent officers whose recommendations proved 
the stepping-stones of his successful. career. Mo- 
hammed Baber Khan, the emperor of the Mogul 
empire, owed his triumphs to his topographical 
studies of a region which afterward became the 
battleground of his great campaigns. Mohammed 
the Prophet gained the confidence of his first em 
ployer by. his familiarity with the commercial cus- 
toms of neighboring nations. Superior knowledge 
compels even an unwilling recognition of its prestige. 
In the Middle Ages, when Mosiems and Trinitarians 
were at daggers drawn, Christian kings sent respect 
ful embassies to solicit the professional advice of 
Ibn Rhus (“Averroes”), the Moorish physician. 
During the progress of the life-and-death struggle of 
France and Great Britain, the discoveries of Sir 
Humphrey Davy impelled the Academie Française to 
send their chief prize to England. The benefits of 
great inventions.are too international to leave room 
for that envy that pursues the glory of military 
heroes, and the triumphs of science have often united 
nations whom a unity of religion had failed to recon 
cile. 

O.— PERVERSION. 

There is a tradition that a year before the con- 
version of Constantine the son of the prophetess 
Sospitra was praying in the temple of Serapis, when 
the spirit of his mother came over him and the veil 
of the future was withdrawn. “Woe to our chil- 
dren!” he exclaimed, when he awakened from his 
trance, “ I see a cloud approaching, a great dàrkness 
is going to spread over the face of the world.” That 
darkness proved a thirteen hundréd years’ eclipse ot 
common sense and reason. There is a doubt if the 
total destruction of all cities of the civilized world 
could have struck a more cruel blow to Science than 
the dogma of salvation by faith and abstinence from 
the pursuit of free inquiry. The ethics of the world- 
renouncing fanatic condemned the love of secular 
knowledge as they condemned the love of health aud 
the pursuit of physical prosperity, and the children 
of the next fifty generations were systematically 
trained to despise the highest attribute of the human 
spirit. Spiritual poverty became a test of moral 
worth; philosophers and free irquirers were ban- 
ished, while mental castrates' were fattened at the 
expense of toiling rustics and mechanics; science 
was dreaded as an ally of skepticism, if not of the 
arch-fiend in person; the suspicion of sorcery at- 
tached to the cultivation of almost any intellectual 
pursuit, and the Emperor Justinian actually passed a 
law for the “suppression of mathematicians.” 

When the tyranny of the church reached the zenith 
of its power, natural science became almost a tradi- 
tion of the past. The pedants of the convent schools 
divided their time between the forgery of miracle 
legends and the elaboration of insane dogmas. The 
most extravagant absurdities were propagated under 


the name of historical records; medleys of. nursery- 
tales and ghost-stories which the poorest village. 
school-teacher of pagan Rome would have rejected 
with disgust were gravely discussed by. so-called - 
scholars. Buckle, in his “ History of Civilization,” 
quotes samples of such chronicles which might be 
mistaken for products’ of satire, if abundant evidence : 
of contemporary writers did not prove them to have : 
been the current staple of medieval science. 

When the gloom of the dreadful night was broken 
by the first gleam of modern science, every torch- 
bearer was persecuted as an incendiary. Astronomers 
were forced to recant their heresies on their bended 
knees. Philosophers were caged like wild beasts. 
Religious skeptics were burnt at the stake, as 
enemies of God and the human race. It was, in- 
deed, almost impossible to enunciate any scientific 
axiom that did not conflict with the dogmas of the 
revelation-mongers who had for centuries subordi-. 
nated the evidence of their own senses to the rant . 
of epileptic monks and maniacs. And when the sun 
of Reason rose visibly above the horizon of the in- 
rellectual world, its rays struggled distorted through 
the dense mist of superstition which continued to 
brood over the face of the earth, and was only par- ` 
tially dispersed even by the storms of the Protestant : 
revolt. : 

The light of modern science has brought its bless- 
ings only to the. habitants of the social higblands ; 
the valley dwellers still grope their way through the ` 
gloom of inveterate superstitions and prejudices, and 
centuries may pass before the world has entirely 
emerged from the shadow of the life-blighting cloud 
which the son of Sospitra recognized in the rise of 
the Galilean delusion. 

D.—PENALTIES OF. NEGLECT. 

Of all the sins of Antinaturalism, the suppression 
of human reason has brought down the curse of the 
direst, retribution. It is the unpardonable sin against 
the Holy Spirit. "The actual extinction of their local 
sunshine could hardly have entailed greater misery 
upon the slaves of the Christian church. The victims 
of a permanent Egyptian darkness might have taken 


refuge in the Goshen of their neighbors, in the sunny 


garden-homes of the Parsees and Spanish Moriscos, 
but the jealousy of the clerical tyrants closed every - 
gate of escape, and for thirteen centuries the nations 
of Christian Europe suffered all the horrors of 
enforced ignorance and superstition. The history of 
that dismal night is, indeed, the darkest page in the 
records of the human race, and its horrors bind the 


duties of every sane survivor to a war of. extermina- 


tion upon the dogmas of the insane fanatic whose 
priests turned the paradise of southern Europe into 


a hell of misery and barbarism. 


The battle against the demon of darkness became 
a struggle for existence, in which the powers of 


Nature at last prevailed, but for millions of our ' 


fellow-men the day of deliverance has dawned too 
late; spring-time and morning returned in vain for 
many a once fertile land where the soil itself had lost 
its reproductive power, where the outrages of Anti- 
naturalism had turned gardens into deserts and free- 
men into callous slaves. The storm that awakened 
the nations of northern Europe from the dreams of 
their poison-fever, could nut break the spell of a 
deeper slumber, and the moral desert of the Mediter- 
ranean coast-lands remains to warn the nations of 
the future, as the bleaching bones of a perished 
caravan remain to warn the traveler from the track of 


the simoom. . 


The religion of Mohammed, with its health-laws 
and encouragements to martial prowess; has pro- 
duced no ruinous results of physical degeneration, 
but the entire neglect of mental culture has not 
failed to avenge itself in the loss of national prestige. 
For after the northern nations of Christendom had 
broken the yoke of their spiritual tyrants, the chil- 
dren of Islam remained faithful to the task-masters 
of ‘their less grievous bondage, but also to its total 
indifference to secular science, and from that day the 
crescent of the prophet became a waning moon. 

¥.— REFORM. 

The experience of the Middle Ages has made the. 
separation of church and state the watchword of all: 
true Liberals. But the divorce of church and school: 
is a duty of hardly less urgent importance. While. 
many of our best Freethinkers waste their time in. | 
bair-splitting metaphysics, Catholic and Protestant. 
Jesuits cooperate for a purpose which they have: 
shrewdly recognized as the main hope of obseurant-. 
ism: The perversion of primary education by its: 
re subjection to the control of the clergy. The: 
definite defeat of those intrigues should be con-. 
sidered the only permanent guarantee against the: 
revival of spiritual feudalism. A perhaps less immi- 
nent, but hardly less serious, danger to the cause of' 
Science is the stealthy revival of mysticism. Under: 
all sorts of nomenclatural modifications, the specter-. 
creed of the ancient Gnostics is again rearing its: 
head, and menacing reason by an appeal to the 
hysterical and sensational proclivities of ignorance. 

In the third place, there is no doubt that under 
the present circumstances of educational limitations. 
the adoption of femaie suffrage would prove a death- 
blow to intellectual progress and re-doom mankind 
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to the tutelage of a clerical Inquisition ; but rather 
than perpetuate a twofold system of oppression, we 
should complete the work of emancipation by. ad- 
mitting our sisters to all available social and educa- 
tional advantages, a8 well as to the privilege of the 
polls. From the suffrage of educated women we 
have nothing to fear and much to hope. 

It has long been a mooted question if the progress 
of knowledge can be promoted by arbitrary encour- 
agement, such as prize offers and sinecures, but the 
preponderance of logic seems on the side of those 
who hold that science should be left to its normal 
rewards, and that the proper. sphere of legislation 
does not extend beyond the duty of securing the full 
benefit of those rewards by the removal of absurd 
disabilities and unfair discriminations in support of 
worm-eaten dogmas. Reason may be safely left to 
fight its own battle, if the arms of Un-reason cease 
to be strengthened by statutes which enable every 
village ghost-monger to silence the exponents of 
science by an appeal to medieval heretic-laws. 

———— Á—— —-9—84»—— —————— 
The Spirit of Infidelity. 
The letter killeth, but the spirit maketh alive. 
The spirit searcheth all things, even the deep 


Zeus. . ee 
The fruits of the spirit are joy and peace, etc. 


things of 


There are so many good, rational, sensible things 
in that old book containing the thoughts of men 
centuries ago, and on which modern superstition 
relies for its support, that unbelievers in the latter 
should use them in their own defense and to convince 
their religious opponents of the absurdities of their 
faith. 

It is because we believe most fully and cordially 
in the truth of the above quotations that we discard 
the letter and accept with all confidence - the 
spirit. : = 

We see in tracing the past history of the church, 
its bloody, merciless persecutions, its no less arro- 
gant pretensions and assumptions everywhere around 
us to-day, the overwhelming and indisputable evi- 
dence that the letter hasnot only led to killing millions 
in the past literally, but is killing its millions, men- 
tally and spirituaily, of those who are building a faith 
on and depending on it everywhere now, in all re- 
ligious organizations. The Infidel is the only true 
believer in the -philosophy of this ancient writer, 
because he rejects the letter as a fatal enemy to his 
intellectual and spiritual growth and life, and de- 
pends wholly and unreservedly on the spirit. 


He believes in testing everything and extracting: 


the senae, spirit, and life out of it, and using them 
only, for his life, strength, and guide. — . 

The spirit is not only above the letter, but its 
funetion is that of the absolute autocrat, to dis- 
sect, to reject, or to destroy the letter, if, on exam- 
ination, it cannot discover something good or useful 
for its own purposes. The letter in itself is but a 
mere shell at best, and, if there is no kernel, life, or 


essence in it, must be cast out as rubbish by the dic-. 


tates of the spirit. 

The spirit is not a fetich, nor is it anything that 
can be personified as a ghost or incubus of the Spirit- 
ualists; it means that force in human nature which 
can determin right from wrong, and prompts to 
action, without consulting the letter, the creed, the 
law or command of others. Everyone who rejects 
authority and acts from his own sense of right, is 
moved and guided by the spirit. 

The Infidel is such’ a firm believer -in these ancient 
propositions or maxims that they giv him all the 
warrant and authority he asks, or that is necessary. 
He does not hesitate to accept them in their fulness 
of meaning, and to plunge at once into searchings of 
all things, even the deep things of Zeus. 


Now, tbe man that will not or dare not do this is. 


infidel to the most important lessons the book 
teaches whence he professes to derive his religious 
faith. The letter has already killed him mentally 
and morally, and he is left spiritually dead. The 
Infidel is the only true spiritual searcher, and he is 
strictly in the line of his duty when he dives to the 
depths, unveils and explodes all those heathen and 
Christian ideas, of Zeus, which the letter has involved 
in unmeaning mystery. 

It is not blasphemy or irreverent to go into this 
deep, searching inquisition, but it is the duty of 
every true believer. l 

Not to do it is evidence of being governed by the 
letter that killeth, and not by the spirit which search- 
eth all things. 

If the power of the priesthood and the literal, 
monstrous theology taught and sustained by it are 
ever to be broken, the Infidel, who is the true spirit- 
val believer, must do it largely by the weapons, the 
authority, furnished by believers’ own sacred text 
and its lessons. The power of the church must be 
met, overcome, and slain by the arrows of truth, rea- 
son, and sense, drawn from its own armory. If we 
spurn and trample upon as an infamous fraud all 
this ancient, sacred literature, so dear to the sincere 
orthodox believer, we cannot get his ear; we shock 
him, and put ourselvs outside of his recognition or 
sympathy. We excite feelings of hostility toward 


left the more free and liberal to complete their 


us and any influence for good that we might other- 
wise hav exerted. 

The church is the fortress and bulwark of ortho- 
doxy and of the letter. - 

If it ever leaves its stronghold, it must be driven 
out by the power of the spirit, a8 manifested in 
the life and teachings of the Infidel. 


The Infidel is entirely at home and within the rec- : 


ord when he is searching, without let or bias, into 
the deep things of Zeus, and is showing how much 
superstition has done to veil the simple lessons of 
these ancient writers. They tell us “ Zeus is light, 
and in it there is no darkness at all" If Zeus is 
Light, then Light is Zeus, and that is liberal enough 
even for the Atheist. We want nothing better for 
our own Zeus, if we need one. 

This is an impersonal abstraction, and has nothing 
of those human qualities and attributes which modern 
orthodoxy has collected together and organized into 
its self-constituted artificial ideal of a Zeus. ` 

The same àncient writer says also that “ Zeus is 
Love," and “they that dwell in love dwell in Zeusand 


| Zeus in them "—an equally simple definition, and one 


no Atheist can object to; it being so entirely harm- 
less and impersonal. 

This writer was evidently addressing himself to a 
mythologie people, who probably held as vague and 
absurd views of Zeus as the multitude are teaching 
and believing now. 

Then he also said “ Zeus is spirit" and they that 
worship Zeus must worship in spirit and in truth. 
Now, in these lessons we are taught that Zeus is 
light, love, and truth. , 

As Infidels, if we hav any feelings of reverence to 
gratify, we certainly should. not hesitate to worship 
a Zeus represented by “ light,” “love,” and “ truth.” 
If we feel under no obligation to avow our homage 
even to & Zeus of this character, we should be liberal 
and tolerant to indulge those who wish to so mani- 
fest their feelings of reverence, if they see proper to 
do so. -The function and work of the Infidel, who 
rejects the. letter and is ruled or led by the spirit, 
are, to correct the errors and rectify the abuses into 
which the letter has plunged orthodoxy. We will 
gain nothing by annihilating or killing Zeus, and 
thus making the worshiper our deadly enemy. We 
must in the spirit search into the deep things of 
Zeus and unmask it of all that is false and spurious, 
corruptions of the true idea. 

The modern Infidel is quite outside, and cut off 
from much. useful influence, by his ultra-iconoclastic 
pronunciamentos. The believer assumes the rigidity 
of the ascetic, from a prejudice formed against him in 
his reasonings and teachings on matters theological. 
If he has to hear, he has resolved not to weigh, nor 
to allow himself to reason on religion. These hav 
been his priestly instruetions, and he obeys them; so 
his mind is generally forever closed to Infidel views. 
As Infidels, we attempt too much when we discard 
all. We should hold on to the truth, avowing our 
deep reverence for it, and none the less because it 
has been misunderstood, or mixed with falsehood, by 
ancient writers and modern believers. The work of 
the Infidel should be to purify, not destroy, the an- 
cient faith. That is the proper use of the spirit, 
which alone should guide his labors. 

The late revisers of the New Testament hav let 
out so many secrets and revealed the sources of 
so much that is fabulous and corrupt, that they hav 
done us all great service in exposing the fallacy 
of the letter, and the necessity of depending on the 
spirit, which searches and tests all things. 


When they tell us that the earlier teachers and the 
copies of their writings were more simple, pure, and 
rational than the compound of sense and super- 
stition which we are now asked to accept, they hav 
opened the way for us to enter into the so-called 
sacred text and subject it all to the criticism of the 
spirit. They began it, but became alarmed and 


work. The Infidel is the only one who can do it 
honestly. 

Would it not be better to take sides with them, to 
recognize the great work they hav done in breaking 
the enchantment and in pointing out in their ortho- 
dox way how much they found wrong, how much 
they attempted to rectify, and what a vast amount of 
uncertainty and of equivocal matter they discovered, 
which they left, because the worshipers of the volume 
would not tolerate such sweeping and revolutionary 
changes as it would make in the text, undermining 
and dissipating their whole system of theology? 
We should recognize them as our friends, and coop- 
erate with them rather than discard them and their 
work as hostil to the interests of truth and as 
impediments to human progress. 

I think they did a great work, but, of course, in a 
timid, patronizing way. 

. Liberal literature would be read were it based 
more on the popular thought, the advanced views; of 
the more scientific theologians, and especially if on 
the conclusions and concessions of the late revising 
committees. If we wish to weaken the faith of the 
bigot in his implicit reliance on the authority of the 
letter of the scripture, it must ba done by reason, 


heard by his Christian associates or neighbors. 


and respect for those who hav been misled, and not 
by ribaidry, caricature, or denunciation. 
in these more moderate views and methods of dis- 


Instructed 


cussing Liberalism, the Infidel could meet and be 
He 
would hav access to the church and its devotees, and 
his Liberalism be made to leaven those from whom : 


.he is now denied all intercourse. 


If we score and scourge and jibe the believer, we 
make him our enemy; he will neither hear nor read,. 


but will do his utmost to make us obnoxious to all 


believers. Men of genius, humor, and eloquence like 
Ingersoll may take this freedom and be heard, through 
their charming powers even over enemies; but those 
not so gifted will fail, and defeat their own purposes 
by indulging in such liberties. 

: Liberalism is doubtless losing much of. its labor 
and resources by its ultra, outside attitude and its 
little respect for the sincere opinions held by ardent 
and earnest believers. To keep with the people 
as far as practicable, and to correct their views, 
is better than to desert and ridicule them. To con- 
vert, not condemn ; to save, not to abandon, the err- 


ing, is the true wisdom and benevolence of the 
higher type of men. 


T. E. LonasHore. 
Philadelphia, Aug., 1887. : 
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Our London Letter. 


The summer campaign so far, notwithstanding 
certain drawbacks, may fairly be considered success- 
ful. Several well-known Freethinkers hav specially 
given their attention to outdoor lecturing, and are 
invariably favored with good audiences. In certain 
places the orthodox party has mustered its fighting 
men, whose business it is to break up the meeting 
and maltreat the lecturer, but these very character- 
istic proceedings hav generally failed of success. 
Very rarely will a believer attempt to defeat the 
arguments used by the speaker, and, after so many 
polemical defeats, it is not surprising that the cham- 
pions of the faith are chary of entering the lists. 
But as it will not do to allow the Freethinker to hav 
it all his own way and meet with no opposition, the 
church militant comes to the front; it has not yet, 
however, developed into the church triumphant ; nor 
is it likely to do so, now its day is well nigh over; 
though, for all that, it will not surrender without 
many a hard struggle. The church of Christ appears 
to partake very much of-the nature of the shark ; 
human prey beiug the favorit food of each, they are 
both extremely tenacious of life and equally difficult 
to kill. 

Now and again one finds a priest who, while firmly 
believing what he teaches, yet, strange to say, allows 
that there may be another side to the question, 
though it is not very probable that such is the case. 
There is a certain vicar in the north of London who 
is giving a course of Sunday lectures in his church 
on Infidelity and Christian evidence, and one of the 
most activ members of the National Secular Society 
has recently interviewed him on the subject, stating 
his intention of giving a lecture in opposıtion to his 
statements, with the result that this vicar has per- ' 
mitted the use of his school-room on each: Monday 
following his own address for that purpose; when, as 
is the rule, discussion will be invited during the 
evening, and the parson will get two opportunities to 
the Freethinkers' one to speak on each subject. Every 
opportunity thus offered to show the errors and 
absurdities of the Christian religion as practiced will 
be of great use, enabling Freethought to bó more 
fully disseminated abroad, for although Atheism has 
existed in its present form for many years, it is yet 
but little understood by the majority. There are, no 
doubt, some millions of English people who hav 
never read a Freethought work nor heard a Free- 
thought lecture, and whose only ideas of Atheism 
are those so carefully stated by interested persons, 
many of whom know that their calumnies are entirely 
false, but salve their consciences by the Jesuitical 
maxim that “the end justifies the means.” I never 
yet met with an individual of any degree of intel- 
ligence who condemned Atheists and Atheism who 
really knew anything about either. Their sole knowl- 
edge consisted of the scurrilous falsehoods contained 
in religious papers or stated from pulpita. Many 
people of this deseription believe firmly that un 
Atheist is ill-favored and dirty in his habits and 
person, usually a cobbler by trade, or perhaps ‘a 
blacksmith, extremely ignorant, very ungrammatical, 
a drunkard, and one who never by any possibility 
can say half a dozen words without bringing in two 
or three oaths. The open-air propaganda will dis- 
abuse the minds of some of those who consider the 
above pleasing description as a correct one, and 
when they see that such is not the case, are induced 
to listen to what is said, and though they may not be 
willing to open their minds at once to the truths 
taught, will, at all events, hav the seeds of doubt 
sown in their minds, which will grow till they bear 
fruit of use to themselvs and the world. J. D. 
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Call for the Eleventh Annual Congress of the 
American Secular Union. ' 


To the Auxiliary Secular Unions and to all citizens 
of the United States and Canadas who support 
the Nine Demands of Liberalism : 

You are wanted to attend the Eleventh Annual 
Congress of the American Secular Union, to be held 
at Chicago, October 15th and 16th. 

The Congress will be called upon to consider 
measures for carrying on the work of Freethought 
and securing the adoption of such laws by the various 
state governments and by the national government as 
shall make the United States thoroughly secular, and 
the repeal of all- laws now on the statute books 
which conflict with the Nine Demands of Liberalism. 

Local auxiliary Unions are entitled by the Union 
constitution to five representativs—the President and 
Secretary and three delegates. All charter members 

- and life members, all Vice Presidents, all Chairmen of 
state Executiv Committees, are entitled to seats and 
votes in the Congress. Annual members are entitled 
to seats, but not votes, except by permission of the 
Congress. 

It is hoped that every auxiliary Union will send a 
full delegation to the Congress, and that every Free 
thinker in the United States and Canada who can 
will be present. 

Per order Board of Directors: 

CounTLANDT PaLMER, Pres. 
SawuEL P. PurNAM, See. 
E. A. Stevens, Ch. Fin. Com. 
. Cnas. Ecxnanp, Treas. 
————— — — 4 99————— ———— 
News and Notes. 


From the Dalles a night ride brings me to Palouse 
Junction, with just two houses and the depot. 
Colfax is eighty-seven miles from here. For the 
first fifty miles it is one of the most desert-looking 

countries through which I hav passed. The volcanic 
Javas once ran riot, and the rocks are rolled into all 
imaginable shapes, and barren prospects stretch 
away. After awhile bands of horses begin to appear 
and straying cattle. When we strike the Palouse 
river there are some green meadow lands and habita- 
tions. At Endicott, where about a dozen houses are 
flung together, we take dinner. Here the farmers’ 
teams do congregate and betoken cultivation. Occa- 
sionally we discern a wheat field. Signs of productiv- 
ness increase. As our railroad train proceeds at the 
rate of ten miles an hour, we seem to be coming into 
the purlieus of civilization. Still I wonder where 
Colfax is, and what kind of a town can be built amid. 
such vast wastes and walls of rock. After eight 
hours’ ride the train creeps down into a big crevice, 
and by a sudden plunge I find myself in the heart of 
a busy and elegant city, one of the liveliest on the 
coast. It seems by magic to encompass you in the 
hollow of the earth. Colfax has about two thousand 
inhabitantes, and a bright future. It already has two 
railroads, with the prospect of others. It is in the 
midst of a vast wheat producing section of country. 
It has been burnt down twice. In the last fire the loss 
was two hundred thousand dollars, but the plucky 
citizens went right ahead, and soon a new city was 
under way over the blackened ruins. 

I found & courageous Liberal phalanx here, and 
cordial bospitality. I already knew something about 
the pioneer spirit of the Wolfards, at Silverton, 
Oregon, and here I found the same bright and 
generous Liberalism in the home of Mr. and Mrs. D. 

' Wolfard, who liv on a hill, overlooking the city, 
where one can see the busy tide of life at their very 
feet. Mrs. Kate P. Wolfard is an occasional con- 
tributor to Tue TaurH Serxer, and is, therefore, 
known to our ranks. Mr. John B. Wolfard, now 
over seventy years of age, who livs at Colton, twenty 
miles off, was unable on account of health to attend 

the lectures, but he sent a word of greeting, and a 

year’s subscription to Taz TauTE Srxxer, and I hope 

that this example will be followed. The Wolfards 

are all in the front ranks at Colfax. There is L. D. 

Wolfard, Vert, and Oliver—the sons, who inberit 

into good blood the spirit of Freethought. Vert 

Wolfard engaged the band at his own expense for 

the lectures, and so we had enlivening music, which 

of course gave pleasure and impulse to our work. 

It will be seen that we hav real workers in this re- 

mote spot, who are bound to hav things go off in 

style, and who put fire into their intellectual as into 

_ their business life. 

I gave four lectures at Colfax, Saturday evening, 
Sunday afternoon and evening, and Monday evening, 
and there was good attendance at all, and interest 
and appreciation. Of course, the churches hold 
sway, and don’t want the Infidel to come in; and 
they would rather hav the community patronize a 


traveling show than lectures on science and human- 
ity. Besides the half-dozen churches, there is an 
imposing Baptist college going up on one of the hill 
sites overlooking the city, and it looks as if it meant 
to keep watch and ward over all the place, and 
threaten with overwhelming destruction the venture- 
some pilgrim of reform. However, Infidelity has a 
good deal of the inside track at Colfax, and quietly 
flourishes. 

Besides the Wolfards of happy memory, with age 
and youth in their advancing columns, there is P. 
Wilmans, jovial and strong, and ever ready to make 
the stranger welcome: He is always for the open 
fight, and his flag is never hauled down. He gave 
me a pleasant drive about the many-hilled country, 
and I had a chance to see its quality. It is up-hill 
and down-hill for miles away. There is no level 
space anywhere in a day’s journey, except occasion- 
ally a “flat,” or valley, called “ Rebel Flat,” “ Union 
Flat,” etc. The soil is twenty feet deep. It is well 
watered. There are a multitude of springs, and on 
the highest elevation a well thirty feet deep strikes 
water. 'This is one of the finest wheat countries 
i the world. The average production is twenty- 
six bushels to the acre. In Illinois and Wisconsin 
the average is only ten and twelve bushels per aere. 
The average this year in the Palouse country is, 
I understand, about forty bushels per acre. The 
total product last year was three million bushels, of 
which one million were shipped from Colfax. Barley 
and flaxseed are also raised in large quantities. The 
Palouse is also an excellent cattle and horse country. 
There are in this section two hundred thousand 
sheep. The agricultural prospects are, therefore, 
great; and Colfax is about the business center of it 
all and reaps the main harvest. It does a business 
of two million dollars a year. It pays the railroad in 
freight charges nearly one thousand dollars a day 
Only eight per cent of the tillable lands are now 
cultivated. The fruits mainly are peaches, apples, 
plums, prunes, and cherries. 

Besides my friend Wilmans are J. M. Hubbard, 
the Ewings, John Erford, Mr. and Mrs. S. S. Benton, 
Mr. and Mrs. I. W. Davenport, John Adams, Smith 
and Judson, Wm. Spencer, James Bleeker, Wm. 
Harper, John Harper, Mr. and Mrs. Jobn Noble, 
Urban Chase, Jos. Moore, Frank Boyd, Chase and 
Chapman, T. B. Weller, Wm. Hamilton, mayor of the 
city ; H. W. Livingstone, W. B. Sparrow, G. A. Miller, 
S. J. Saxon, I. M. Priveit, John Privett, ete. 

-I look forward to a strong organization in the 
future. My little friend Charlie Heatherly, only 
thirteen years of age, spent his pocket-money for 
a beautiful copy of Mr. Ingersoll’s complete works. 
I thought this a noble sign of what wil be. Such a 
boy will make a bright and go-ahead Infidel who 
takes to his heart these teachings of our modern 
Shakspere, so simple and natural that even a child 
can understand the splendor of his thought. 

I hav a good time, good friends, pleasant meetings 
in Colfax. I hav been repaid for the long journey. 
I wanted to go up to Waverly and see my friend 
William Graham and others, but time would not per- 
mit. I hope next year to be able to visit this and 
other points. The field of work broadens every day. 

From Colfax I come to Pasco on Tuesday, and 
lecture on Wednesday und Thursday evenings. 
Pasco is about two years old, and has only a dozen 
nouses, and sage-brush stretches about it for hun- 
dreds of miles. Where was an audience. to come 
from in this little, straggling hamlet? However, I 
had it, and the school-house was full the two even- 
ings, and I shouldn't wonder if a Freethought hall 
were built when I come back, for the friends are 
quite enthusiastic and are of the veteran army. They 
hav been all over the world, some of them—railroad 
men, steamboat men, etc.—and they know what real- 
ity is by struggle and experience. It is marvelous 
what an immense amount of life one finds in every 
Western village. It is like à camping-ground where 
every nationality meets, and, with only a few houses, 
there is a cosmopolitan aspect. It is like a rendez- 
vous of travelers. 

When I looked forth on the wilderness of sage- 
brush, I said to myself, “ This can’t be a farming 
country; what can grow on this sand?" In the first 
piace, however, this soil is not sand, but a kind of 
voleanie dust, and, when watered, can produce won- 
derfully Frank Schunemann took me out to his 
farm, where he has been located about five years. It 
is in the midst of a beautiful green grove. His corn 
is about twelve feet high. The grass is luxuriant. 
The watermelons are abundant and finely flavored. 
The grapes are delicious. It isa good cattle country. 
They grow fat on sage-brush and bunch-grass. 
"Over aeross the Columbia river, on the banks of 
whieh lies Sehunemann's farm, is what is called 
* Horse heaven," where horses roam in perfect de. 
light and revel in the rich pasture lands. I am glad 
that horses hav a heaven. They deserve it. So this 
desolate-looking country is found to be fertil, and has 
its brilliant prospects ior the years to come. The 
lands are being taken up for cultivation. Purple 
vinyards may some time make this the Rhine valley 
of America. The problem to solve is irrigation. 
These lands are like those of California once consid- 


ered worthless, but now commanding hundreds of 
dollars per acre. Water is all that is needed to 
transform the wilderness toa garden. The climate . 
is pleasant both summer and winter. Pasco is about 
the smallest place I hav visited, but time did not 
hang heavy on my hands. Although but two days’ 
notice was given, friends came from ten, twenty, and 
thirty miles off, and we had good cheer and fellow- 
ship. I believe there are only about two hundred 
inhabitants in the whole county, but most of these 
are Liberals. 

Among our number on this picket-line of civiliza- 
tion are J. W. O'Keefe, formerly of Seward, Neb., 
one of the leading men of the place; Sheriff W. B. 


.Grey, Capt. W. P. Grey, A. W. Grey, A. P. Grey, W. 


R. Kahiow, who carries two hundred and forty 
pounds of good Infidel flesh, which has borne him 
safely through many a controversy in these frontier 
lands; W. J. Hesse, Jos. Clark, James Biddol, John 
Hauser, John Poles, Fred. Kurtzman, J. F. Buchanan, 
Jas. O'Connell, John McCarty, E. P. Kuhl, George 
Findley, W. C. Roland, M. F. Hock, Stecker, ete. - 
There is some prospect that Paseo will be a railroad 
town. It isa junction now, and the end of a division. 
A round-house is to be built, I understand. I shall 
look, therefore, for a city when I come back. Of 
course it may vanish like an Arab encampment. A 
year or more ago Ainsworth, three miles off, across 
the river, had a population of two thousand. It is 
now absolutely deserted. Not ’a soul is there, and 
most of its buildings hav been moved—some to 
Pasco. If the latter can hold on for awhile it may 
get afair start, and survive in the struggle of ex- 
istence. If it does, I think we shall get ahead of 
the churches, and, next to the school-house, the first 
public building to be erected will be the Freethought 
Hall. For its size, Pasco is the banner frontier post’ 
of the Liberal army. 

From Pasco I ride until three o'clock in the morn- 
ing, and strike Grant’s; I take a couple of hours’ 
sleep and arise at daybreak. Whom do I find here 
but W. W. Jesse, of New Era, and his daughter Miss 
Lena, and son Willie, en route for Goldendale, where 
Iam to lecture for the next four days. Mr. Jesse, 
although in life's prime, is & grandfather; and he is 
on his way to see his posterity and take in the Lib. 
eral campaign at Goldendale, for this is a dreadfully 
orthodox place. 

The churches hold almost complete rule, and try 
to run things to suit themselvs. However, we hav a 
few vigorous Infidels, chief among whom is Henry 
D. Young, who owns a hall, and in that hall the cam- 
paign guns will be heard. We hav to climb from 
Grant’s, on the Columbia river, fifteen hundred feet 
to reach Goldendale, It is a pleasant village twelve 
miles from the railroad, and is supported mostly by 
the farming country about it. It is, in appearance, 
like a quiet New England village. I hav already. 
given two lectures and the attendance has been fair. 
I lecture to-day, Sunday, afternoon and evening, and 
to-morrow, Monday, evening. There are only a few 
Liberals, but they hav plenty of pluck. Henry D. 
Young has always been in the midst of the warfare. 
He has a splendid Liberal family, who know how to 
make music and-enjoy life, and I am now at their de- 
lightful home penning these “News and Notes,” 
amid the sunshine and melody of genial surround- 
ings. . 

Next week I shall be at Union Wednesday and 
Thursday, and then over Sunday, Aug. 28th, at 
Baker City, and then for a week until Sept. 5th at 
Prairie City; Sept. 7th I shall be at Weiser City ; 
Sept. 9th to 16th at Emmetts, Idaho ; Sept. 18th at 
Boise City; Sept. 24th, 25th at Salt Lake City for 
convention of Utah Liberals. . 

The Annual Congress is called to meet at Chicago 
October 15th and. 16th, Saturday and Sunday. I 
hope that all Liberals who can will attend the Con- 
gress. Chicago is a favorable point, and the time 
selected is during the exposition, when there will be 
excursion rates. We want mainly a business Con- 
gress to talk up plans for next year's work. Ad- 
dresses will be delivered by Courtlandt Palmer, 
president of the Union; Mrs. M. A. Freeman, Gen- 
eral Trumbull, and others. SaAMuzL P. Purwaw. 

Goldendale, W. T., Aug. 21, 1887. 

——————9-4-9———————— 


My Indictment. 

While hundreds, and perhaps thousands, are will- 
ing to take my testimony, my simple word for it, that 
the correspondence for which I am indicted was 
purely carried on by me in a scientific sense, and 
with no intent of lewdness or obscenity, there are 
many who are more finical and want to hav a full 
explanation of this, that, and. the other. Among 
the rest, since the publication of the indictment, 
queries are propounded by so many as to what 
possible connection a document so dubious as to be 
the only one specially named in said indictment 
could hav to do with a scientific discussion of sex- 
ual physiology. i ; 

But this very paper and those that grew out of it 
caused more discussion than any other document in 
the whole correspondence. In all works on the 
origin of life and species we find debates and differ- 
ences of opinion regarding the relativ relationships 
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tions do not die.. They scatter wide with generous 
hand the priceless deeds of virtue, purity, and truth, 
and a golden harvest will be reaped.” Dr. Brown 
became.a Materialist at the deathbed of his mother. 
Of a large family he was the boy most companionable 
to his mother, and both had been students of Spirit 
|ualism. When she died, she called him to her and 
said: “ Titus, I am going to die. Hold my hand ‘in 
yours, and if I hav continued consciousness I shall 
press yours.". The end came, but no sign from her, 
and the boy received what he considered strong 
proof that the theory of immortality is a delusion. 
This was in later life strengtbened by his experiences 
with believers in the doctrin. The Elmira Zele- 
gram, published in his immediate neighborhood, and 
by men who knew him well, speaks of him with ac- 
curacy as “a man of great intellectual ability, a strong 
if not convincing reasoner. Pcsitiv and radical, he 
was an extremist in his views. Hehad nofaith. He 
bad no belief, we may say. He did not believe in 
man, God, or the devil? He was outspoken. Like 
all men of his class he was a questioner—a doubter. 
What he couldn’t understand he didn’t take any 
stock in. What he believed in must be founded o» 
the cold, hard substratum of fact. Logical results 
he arrived at. Conclusions must be reached through 
honest reasoning. If he couldy’t understand the 
whys ggd wherefores he rejected the matter." He 
took hing on faith. He accepted nothing on 
trust, and so he was & scoffer and a doubter, and 
railed at religion and derided its promises." 

Dr. Brown won great local fame as a physician, 
and was generally considered to be a level-headed 
and keen man. He was aggressiv and good-naturedly 
sharp in controversy, with a strong disposition to be- 
lieve that whatever Dr. Titus L. Brown said and 
thought was about as near right as it could be. 
“ Macdonald," he said to us last summer at White 
Sulphur Springs, “you're a younger man than I aw 
and you'll probably hav to write my obituary. I hav 
only one thing to say to you about it, Tell the truth. 
If there is anything good about me, say so. If there 
isn't, say that, too.” “Doctor,” we retorted, “if 
your obituary is printed ahead of ours, the only bad 
thing that we shall say about you is that you are 
egotistic.” He laughed and answered, “ Well, ain't 
I usually right ?" 

Only a year bas passed since then, and the genial, 
powerful, self-assertiv doctor is dead. We told his 
fault to himself; we tell his virtues to the world. 


io ———— 
Heretical Personalities. 


W. F. Jameson. the popular Western lecturer. is a Cana- 
dian bv birth. He is responsible for thé conversion of Moses 
Hull from Adventism to Spiritualism. but he never could 
convert Mr. Hull to Materialism. While he was a Spiritual. 
ist. Mr. Jamieson converted tbe Rev. Mr. Butterfield and 
Elder Robert. G. Eccles to that faith. Mr. Jamieson is fifty 
vears old. of fair complexion and stout physique, a ready 
debater and an earnest orator. 


CHARTES Eoxnarnt, treasurer of the American Secular 
Union. is fat. fair. and somewhere around sixty. He made 
& fortune in bookhinding, and now liva comfortablv thereon. 
He owns one of the biggest sand-banks in New Jersey. and 
is always ready to cell sand. Europe is as familiar to him as 
America, and he detests the Catholics. He rivals Frank 
Pixlev, of the ’Friscn Argonaut, in denouncing the ‘‘ Pope’s 
Irish ” and upholding American institutions. 


Dr. E. B. Foote, JR., chairman of the Secular Union 
Executiv Committee, is-a tall. slim. athletic voung man, and 
stands up in front of big Anthony Comstock without a tremor. 
The doctor can turn a double somersault from a spring-board 
or jump from Albany to Washington to defeat Tony with 
equal grace. He is in partnership with Dr. E. B. Foote. Sr.. 
and shows a sheepskin from the most orthodox medical 
college in this citv. When he has lived as long. he will 
probably be as genial, generous, and skilful as his father, for 
he is crowding him now. 


of various species and genera as to which will unite 
&nd form hybrids and which will not. 

Of this sort was the paper named in my indict- 
ment. It was sensationally written, and taken alone 
by itself would undoubtedly impress one who was 
not acquainted with the reason why it was told as 
‘being purposely penned as obscenity. Of the real 
value of such documents no physician or physiologist 
would hav a moment's doubt. As to the mauner of 
wording aud style of description, we were compelled 
to let narrators be their own judges. Facts were 
what we wanted, and such facts we could not obtain 
from books, and hence we resorted to private corre- 
spondence, and this correspondence was growing 
more select and more valuable every day, so that 
it has been real loss to the world that the law inter- 
fered and broke it up, instead of fostering and aiding 
it as it should hav done. 

Now that Professor. Parkhurst has shouldered the 
authorship of “ Diana,” and told why it was written 
and why the documentary evidence of the truth 
of the theories the book advocates was worded as it 
was, methinks even the most finical of the finical. 
ought to feel assured that there were good whole- 
some reasons for all that was mailed.. ELMINA. 

: ———— eo 


Dr. Titus L. Brown. 


The death of Dr. Titus L. Brown, of Binghamton, 
which occurred on the 17th ult., removes from the 
leading New York Freethinkers another powerful 
man. For six years Dr. Brown was president of the 
New York State Freethinkers' Association, and every 
attendant upon the state conventions will remember 
his prompt. appearance with a speech in manuscript 
which never failed to delight the Materialists and 
disgust the Spiritualists. This peculiarity gave Dr. 
Brown a host of warm friends, who stood up for him 

‘through thick and thin; and while it made him many 

philosophical enemies, we never knew one that did 
not forget all hateful feelings when the doctor got 
him alone and told him funny stories. ~ 

: Dr. Brown came into the world October 16, 1828. 
in Hinsdale, this state. He received his education 
at the Binghamton Academy and the New York city 
. and Philadelphia Medieal Colleges, the latter of 
which confirmed his preferences for homeopathy. 
The Elmira 7'e/egram says that “aś a physician his 
patrona were decided in their preference for bim, he 

aving won this enviable standing among them not 
‘only by his ever elcse and courteous attention, but 
by. his professional success in their behalf. The poor 
had in him a medical friend." A, few weeks before 
his death he suffered a slight paralytic stroke, and 
from that time until the last shock he felt that he 
might die without much warning. This knowledge, 
however, made no difference in his conduct, and he 
continued to attend to his business. The last attack 
of the disease prostrated him completely, and he lay 
for several days wholly unconscious, and died without 
knowing that the end was near. 
Several years ago Dr. Brown wrote his own funeral 
sermon, had it printed, and then kept the manuscript 
on his office desk, with plain directions thereon how. 
and when it should be used. This was not done in 
any spirit of bravado or crankiness, but the doctor 
wished, as a plain, straightforward man who knew 
his own mind, to do away with the superstitious ser- 
mons which Christians usually consider appropriate 
on such occasions. His family, however, disregarded 
his wishes, and the Episcopalian rector read the 
stereotyped service of that church over his coffin 
and his open grave. “I am the resurrection and the 
life, saith the Lord: be that believeth in me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he liv,” and “I know that my 
redeemer liveth,” must hav sounded hollow and 
mocking even to the Christians among Dr. Brown’s 
. friends who knew how firmly he held that there is no 
` resurrection and no life beyond the grave, and that 
apart from himself and his own efforts there is no 
redeemer for‘man, nor redemption necessary. * We 
therefore commit his body to the ground; earth to 
earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust; looking for the 
general resurrection in the last day, and the life of 
the world to come through our Lord, Jesus Christ,” 
chanted at the grave of Dr. Titus L. Brown, a Free- 
thinker, a Materialist, a man of scientific attainments, 
was desecration of his memory. . 
_ Dr. Brown was à member of the Broome County 

Medical Association, the New York State Free- 
thinkers’ Association, the American Secular Union, 
the Iron Hall. Order of Red Men, Broome County 
Homeopathic Medical Society, New York State Home. 
opathic Medical Society, International Hahnemanian 
Society, American Institute of Homeopathy, and the 
American Obstetrical Society. His motto was, 
“Damn others as you would like to be damned your- 
self,” and conspicuous on his letter heads was the 
following : 

** Happiness is the only good. 

The time to be happy is now. 


The place to be happy is here. 
The way to be happy is to try to make others 80." 


Another motto which the doctor had hung in his 
office, and one he was fond of repeating, reads: “A 
noble life is never lost, good deeds and virtuous ac- 


Tre nineteenth ceutury was still in boyhood’s garb when 
Horace Seaver came into it, but that veteran Freethinker is 
in apirit one of the youngest workers we hav. He edits the 
Investigator, punctuates and corrects the manuscript of his 
contributors, avd reads the proof. He used to be found 
occasionally setting type, but lately he has taken things 
more easily, and early every afternoon he can be seen 
descending from the top floor of Paine Memorial, and getting 
into a horse-car, bound for his suburban home. In the cars 
he usnally finds a Christian friend, and reports of the 
impromptu debates then held are among the features of the 
Investigator. 


G. G. Gnowzn, who prepares Science Lessons for our 
** Children’s Corner.” is à voung man of slight build. studi- 
ous habits, and fair complexion. He is the analytical chem- 
ist for a large mauufacturing firm in Ansonia, Conn., and 
makes good use of the large salary befitting his responsible 
position. Before he became acquainted with Tug TRUTH 
SgzEKzR— which he did bv seeing it quoted in the New York 
Sun—he held the hazy idea that he was the only Infidel in 
the world. Mr Grower is the only man who ever got the 
late Dr. T. L Brown to acknowledge himself mistaken on a 
scientific point. Like most men of genius, Mr. Grower is 
modest, and the large amount of work he does for Liberalism 
is performed quietly and unobtrusivly. 


E. A. Srevens, who replaced the Editor of Tag Trorn. 
SrEKER as chairman of the Finance Committee of the Secular 
Union. is tall and fair, and about forty. He is the hardest 
worker among the Chicago Liberals, and to him is due the 
most of whatever success the Chicago League has achieved. 
He can find more virtues in a cake of sapolio, when he gets a 
purchasing grocervman to talk to, than anv housewife can. 
Mr. Stevens is a S^cialist, but keeps his economic opinions 
on a lower shelf than he does his heresy. With him it is 
Liberalism first. At the time of the Anarchist scare in his 
city he stood in some danger from the police, who con- 
founded Anarchy, Socialism, and Infidelity, and thought. one 
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synonymous with the other two. He is a widower, with one 
child, a remarkably bright girl of some fourteen years. 


GrorGe MaopnoNALD, who is liked by everybody except 
the orators of the Manhattan Liberal Club. is a young fellow 
of thirty, of muscular development, and is proud of it. ` He 
occupies the enviable position of foreman and proof reader in 
Tse TnRnrH SERKER office, and in spare moments twists the 
** Letters from Friends” into shape for the compositors. He. 
is a remarkable humorist, and could get fun out of the Con- 
cord School of Philosophy. The Liberal Club audience 
loves him, though the orators do not. and Mr. Wettstein, 
patentee of the badge-pin, has a deep affection for him. He 
is an occasional contributor to Puck. and has also written for 
the Judge. He is up in New Hampshire now—hence this 
paragraph; for, if he saw it, he would probably *' pi” the 
type, and would bav to be locked up to afford usopportunity 
to pay this humble tribute to his merits. 


WnzN Canal street was considered up-town and cattle were 
pastured where the TRoTH Szzxxx office now is, C. B. Rey- 
nolas was p'aying in the streets of New York. and later was 
assistant foreman of one of the old volunteer fire companies. 
He glories in his record at fires. which is a good one. At 
one time in his life, he was ap actor and a theatrical man- 
aver. Afterward he became converted to the Seventh Day 
Advent faith. and wasa popular and successful preacher. 
He never could be induced to wear his hat straight, and the 
tilt he givs it was a cause of grief to the members of his . 
church. He is short, fat. and jolly. and would travel many 
miles to serve a friend. Since he began to lecture for Lib- 
eralism he has had a variety of experiences, from being 
atoned. arrested and tried for blasphemy, to having twenty- 
dollar bills thrust into his hand from some admiring auditor. 
He owns a farm or two in North Parma. N. Y., and hasa 
family of grown-up children. He goes West on a lecturing 
trip this month, and is will'ng to look at the Pacific ocean 
before he returns if he is wanted out there. 

—— 


Lectures and Meetings. 

W. F. Jamreson’s first call for his winter work is at Salida, 
Colorado. At the suggestion of Mr. Morse Coffin, of Long- 
mont, Mr. Jamieson will organize Liberal unions in Colorado. 
To this end Liberals of that state should write him at once 
to Monte Vista, Colorado. 


Tux engagements of Mrs. H. S. Lake are as follows: The 
Sundays of September at Philadelphia, Pa.; of October, 
Norwich, Conn.; of November and December, Boston; 
first, second, and fifth Sundays of January, at Salem, Mass; 
the third and fourth Sundays of January at Lynn, Mass. 
Societies desiring her services will address accordingly. . 


J. E. ReMsnUxzG is now lecturing in Iowa. The following 
is a list of his appointments as far as arranged : 


Bedford......... ..Baturday, Sunday, Aug. 27, 28 
v" S ATT E once .Monday 29 
Campbell............... e. Tuesday 30 
Missouri Valley...... Wednerday 81 

AEAEE TT -.. Thursday. Sept. 1 
POI Os scsi cis ssavsacisacseasdecegedsseesesezacsseavensssveatosastetsess Friday 2 
Holstein........... ... Saturday, Sunday, 8, 4 
C I n —— Monday 5 
Sheldon................ cce eee Tuesday 6 


Spirit Lake. 


Wednesday 7 
Thursday, Friday, 8. 9 
..Baturday, Sunday, 10, 11 


a 9532250922100 02 90S einas Monday 12 
AE LYS EEEE TST, Tuesday 13 
New Hampton...... Wednesday, Thursday. Friday. 14, 15. 16 
Ozford......... ee eee oet aa o »...Baturday, Sunday, 17, 18 


Monday 19 
setanvecdnt. Piae Ee ERR eua sae gea eve ASSINE San SNE Eoee Tuesday 20 


. — to 2 
CARDINAL GrsaoNs bas been invited to offer the closing 


prayer and pronounce the benediction on the celebration of 
the centennial of the completion of the United States Consti- 
tution. In accepting the invitation. Cardinal Gibbons writes: 


“The Constitution of the United States is worthy of being writ- 
ten in letters of gold. It isacharter bv which the liberties of aixty 
millions of people are secured. and by which, under providence, 
the temporal happiness of countless millions yet unborn wili be 
perpetuated.” 

It is a great pity that the professinns and practices of 
ecclesiastics do not square. Cardinal Gibbons says this with 
well-simulated sincerity, though the policy and legislation of 
his church are subversiv of almost every provision of that 
venerable document. 


Tre sum of fifteen hundred dollars has just been gathered 
in by the priests to build a Catholic church at Nantasket 
Beach. The begging instrument was an entertainment held 
in & skating rink at the Beach. The Boston Herald reports 
the proceedings: ‘‘The first number on the program was 
a black face comedy sketch by Messrs. Gardner and Hamlin, 
who delighted those present by their funny sayings. They 
were followed by John Wilkes in his funny recitations, Mr, 
John Manning in his flying trapeze act, W. J. Sully and 
Nelly Germon in a comedy sketch, Thomas Lemack in songs, 
parodies, and funny sayings, Willis Arnold, vocalist and 
dancer, and John Manning in his laughable creation, ‘ Silly 
Bily. Then came the athletic entertainment, which com- 
menced with a four.round London prize ring set-to, between 
George La Blanche and Patsey Kerrigan, and ended with a 
three-round Marquis of Queensberry rules set-to between 
champion Jobn L. Sullivan and Steve Taylor, of New York. 
The bouts between La Blanche and Kerrigan created a vast 
amount of mirth, particularly among the ladies, who com- 
posed more than half of the number of spectators. Mr. Pat 
Sheedy, who was introduced as master of ceremonies by Mr. 
Robert Bishop, announced that the contest was for the haud 
of a society young lady of whom both men were enamored. 
He also stated that their fighting efforts would be propor- 
tioned to the esteem they had for the young lady. Every- 


thing but biting was allowed, and at the end of the contest 
it was decided a draw. There was vociferous applause, 
which was well merited. “When champion Sullivan appeared 
for his bout with Steve Tavlor be was cheered and applanded 
for several minutes, and afterwards iniroduced by Mr. John 
Boyle O'Reilly. A scientific exhibition of the manly art was 
given for three rounds, and the exhibition closed with mor 

applause for the champions," 


| 
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Communications. 


Our Right to Buy and Sell Where We Please. 


Tur Trorg Srexer has published a very plausible 
` artielé by Mr. Van Buren Denslow, in support of the 
restrictions now imposed on this sacred right by the 
` tariff. We, lovers of liberty, are particularly bound 
io study the question, now rapidly becoming fore- 
most in pólities, what business our government has 


to say that we shall not buy our blankets, flannels. 


window-glass, salt, sugar, books, tools, and thousands 
of other useful articles as cheaply as we can. Why 
should not the free American be able, like the 
Englishman, to purchase foreign-made goods, when 
they are cheaper and better than domestic products, 
without being taxed for it? This question will soon 
meet us at the polls. All who write; about it agree 
that it is vitally important. 

Mr. Denslow argues in the. first place that our 
tariff keeps up wages. He estimates that labor is 
worth $150 a day here, to $1.10 in England, $0 90 
in Belgium. $0.80 in France, $0 60 in Germany, ete., 
down to $0.05 in India. This difference he ascribes 
to the taníf; but, by his own showing, the laborer 
is much better off under free trade in England than 
under the high tariffs of Belgium, France, and Ger- 
many. If protection has any influence over wages 
in the last country, it is to keep them down nearly to 
one-half what they are where the manufacturer is not 
protected. Skilled labor is much more poorly paid 
in Germany than in England; and this is partly due 
to the weight of taxes—by which the court, the army, 
and the church are kept up at the expense of the 
industrial population—and partly to the poor quality 
of the labor itself. "The real reason that the Hindoo 
gets so little pay in comparison to the Englishman 
or American, is that his labor is worth so little. Our 
manufacturers would. not employ him, even if they 
could get him gratis and. hav a bounty besides. Mr. 
Brassey, who built railroads all over the world, says 
that shoveling dirt cost him as much in India as in 
England, and that a guinea could buy about as much 
work in one country as in another. His work in 
France was done most cheaply by English navvies, 
brought over at unusually high rates. The pros- 
perity of the American laborer is due mainly to his 
superior efficiency, his opportunities of getting land 
to cultivate, and his freedom from such burdens as 
an expensiv and useless court, a state church, a 
hereditary nobility, a large army and navy, ete. 
These advantages are so plain that it is scarcely 
necessary to consider so improbable a supposition as 
that the same system of high tariffs which is starving 
out the laborer in Germany should be enriching him 
in America. 

A more practical question is whether skilled labor 
really is paid much better here than in Great Britain. 
The only difference claimed by Mr. Denslow is as 15 
to 11; and this would be more than offset by 
higher prices of clothes, rent, groceries, etc. A few 
years ago, when the tariff was almost as high as at 
present, a committee of English artisans came over 
to see whether wages really were high enough in this 
country to justify any general emigration of highly 
trained laborers. They told a friend of mine that 
they were better cff at home. What emigration we 
get from Great Britain is mostly of a class which we 
do not pretend to protect. If any laborers are pecu- 
' liarly benefited by our tariff, it is those in steel and 

iron; and yet the census tables show that they only 
earned on the average ten per cent more in 1880 
when the tariff on this industry was from 50 to 200 
per cent, than in 1860, when it was 12 to 24; 
and meanwhile rent and board had risen about forty 
per cent, the average of prices being “fully one-third 
above the one of the low-tariff period previous to the 
war.” Here I quote from a pamphlet by J. Schoen- 
hof, on “The Destructiv Influence of the Tariff 
upon Manufactures and Commerce” (G. P. Putnam’s 
Sons). My main reliance, however, is on the well- 
known fact of the prosperity of the Northern laborer 
during those years of low tariff before the war. 
"There certainly were not so many tramps then as now; 
and I think there were not so many strikes either. 
Of Mr. Denslow’s other arguments, the principal 
one is that our country had better do as much manu- 
facturing as possible, especially of her own products. 
This is what all the protectioniats insist upon; and 
they are perfectly right in it. The only trouble is 
that they charge their opponents with being less 
friendly than they to manufactures. The fact is that 
the so-called free traders are just as desirous as the 
protectionists to hav our manufactures flourish. The 
. only question is what rate of duties will answer the 
purpose best. No one expects any general increase 
of the existing duties; but it must be confessed that 
our industrial condition is by no means perfect. Our 
ship-building. for instance, which had flourished ever 
since it sprang into existence, despite British jealousy 
during the colonial period, has sunk into insignifi- 
cance under the high tariff. Our steel and iron 
industry, so prosperous before the Revolutionary 
war as to call out hostil legislation from the British 
Parliament, is so weak that our total export of 


] - 
metals was only $14 116,000 worth in 1880, when we 


imported $72,744 000, and England exported $237,- 
500,000. Of woolens, worsteds, and mixed textils, 
we exported $216 576 to $35 000,000 imported by 
ourselvs, and $100 000,000 exported by England. 
For cotton goods. our exports were $10.000.000; our 
imports, $30 000 000; and the English exports, $375,- 
000,000. "We grow cotton, and England does not; 
but she is able to export about forty times as much 
cotton goods as we can, and we hav to import three 
times as much we export. Our neighbors buy our 


cotton, and we buy their goods. England has be- 


come, with free trade, the great maker of cotton, 
woolen, and iron goods for all mankind. 

"We hav better workmen and machinery ; and we 
hav a protectiv tariff Let us see how we stand in 
our trade with our natural. customers to the south- 
ward. In 1880 we bought of our sister republics in 
South and Central America to the amount of $176,- 
000,000, while they took only $58,000,000 of our 
products, and only one third of this from our manu- 
facturers. Of cotton goods, Mexico bought three 
times as much from England as from us, and the 
other states in Central and South America took six- 
teen times as much. As for Canada, we all know 
how much the excess of our tariff above hers does to 
prevent our having more friendly relations and brisk 
trade. Is this protecting our manufacturers. to 
oblige them to confine themselvs. to the home 
market, and find some difficulty even in filling that? 
The true friend of the American manufacturers is he 
who tries to throw open to them all the markets of 
the world. The main reason that it is so hard for 
them to get customers abroad is that we are the 
only great manufacturing nation that taxes raw ma- 
terial. Hemp, flax. wool, iron ore, copper ore, coal, 
glass, clay, dye-stuffs, chemicals, and vegetable gums 
are all admitted free of duty, not only into Great 
Britain and Ireland, but even into protectionist 
Canada, Germany, France, and Belgium, the only ex- 
ception being that coal is taxed in Canada, though 
not so heavily as in the United States. Even the 
British fair trader, as he calls himself, who is striv- 
ing vainly to put protectiv duties on manufacturers, 
admits that raw materials ought still to be admitted 
free. It is our duties on raw materials which pre 
vent our exporting the surplus products of our fac- 
tories, even when the home market is glutted. Other 
parts of the tariff work in the same direction, but less 
plainly and disastrously. It is especially these 
duties which hav made ship-building almost a lost 
art, except for fast yachts. Do our manufacturers 
wish to hav the prices of their coal, wool, iron, etc., 
run up against them? Of course not. Why are 
these duties kept up? In order to rope in votes for 
high tariff on manufactured goods. The tax on raw 
wool, for instance, is a bounty to the grower at the 
expense of the manufacterer, as well as of the con- 
sumer, and is plainly a bid for support of the pro- 
tectionists, as is the purchase of $2,000 000 worth of 
silver a month in order to coin dollars for which 
there is no demand as a circulating medium. The 
miners get more out of this bargain than the farm- 
ers, who owned, on the average, in 1880, nine sheep. 
each. These sheep gave about fifty-five pounds of 
raw wool, protected by a duty of ten cents per 
pound. Thus the former gained. on the average, 
$5 50 by the tariff, while he lost by the increased 
price of clothing alone more than four times as much. 
What is worse still is that both foreign and domestic 
wools are needed for making the same cloth. Hence 
the tariff, by raising the price of foreign wool, pre- 
vents the manufacturer from buying domestie wool, 
and lowers its price accordingly. Thus the duty of 
wool really works against the grower as well as the 
manufacturer, though neither suffers as much as the 
buver does. 

The bad effect of these duties is so plain that a 
prominent member of the party which has made it its 
special work to keep up the tariff, Senator Dawes of 
Massachusetts, recently admitted the necessity of 
such a reduction as would giv “free raw material.” 
* No industrial policy," he says, * will promote the 
highest prosperity of both labor and eapital in this 
country which fails to lay down the raw material at 
the door of the manufactory at the lowest possible 
cost." He also admitted the wisdom of such other 
changes in the tariff as would reduce the annual 
revenue from it at least $75,000,000. 

Among the measures by which he proposed to get 
rid of the prerent surplus, was repealing the duty on 
sugar, which now retails for twice as much in New 
York as in London. Most of the Republicans I 
meet talk like Mr. Dawes, especially as regards raw 
materials. — . . 

One of the most important elements of the prob- 
lem, however, is the fact that whenever the Repub- 
licans act or speak as a party, it is in favor of high 
tariff. j . 

Various plans of horizontal reduction and free raw 
materials hav. been supported in Congress by about 
four-fifths of the Democrats, and defeated by an 
almost unanimous vote from the other side of the 
house. The recent Republican conventions, in the 
leading states of Ohio and Pennsylvania, do not 
favor any sort of reduction, even in the interest of 


‘lof perhaps greater distinction than Haeckel. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, SEPTEMBER 3, 1887. 


manufacturers, but insist on a high enough tariff 
** to secure to American citizens the privilege of sup- 
plying every article which can be produced as well 
in the United States as in other countries, and 


‘sufficiently to supply American wants.” (See Ohio 


platform.) 

This looks like giving up all hope of foreign 
markets. The words, 5 produced as well,” do not, | 
of course, mean produced as cheaply.. There.is no 
need of a tariff to secure that. The object of our 
present tariff is to giv the American manufacturer 
the monopoly of the home market for goods which 


| he will not furnish as cheaply as similar articles could 


be procured from abroad. And the claim of the 
Ohio platform is not merely that some articles should 
be protected thus, for instance, to build up espe- 
cially important enterprises, but that “every article” 
should be, until the home market is supplied fully. 
Taken literally, this would require putting heavy 
énough duties upon monkeys, parrots, logwood, 
mahogany, cochineal, coffee, camphor, palm leaves, 
and other tropical products to enable our country to 
raise all she needs of them in hot-houses. "What 
munificent protection, not only to gardeners. but to 
mechanics, glass-blowers, and iron-makers! I do 
not say that any such plans hav been proposed 
seriously. What I do charge against the protection- 
ists is that they are, in the first place, openly pro- 
posing to offset the surplus revenue from their tariff 
by taking off the taxes on tobacco and whisky ; and, 
in the second place, aiding and abetting all sorts of 
schemes for using up this surplus revenue in whole- 
sale pension bills and similar extravagances. Thus, 
what & protectiv tariff really means is cheap whisky 
and tobacco, dear food and clothes, factories which 
make millionaires, mill-hands on the tramp, foreign 
markets shut up against our goods, and our national 


treasury kept wide open, in literal conformity to the 


text, “ Giv to him that asketh.” F. M. HoLLAND. 


York Harbor, Me. 
———— —Á9$-9—— ——— —— 
rhe Age of Man on the Earth, 


.I hav carefully examined Professor Moss’s able 
effort on the length of the human period in reply to 
my paper on this subject,and I suppose it remains 
for me to presenta closing argument on the points. 
under discussion. I should hav presented my pa- 
per before this, but circumstances were such that I 
could not. 

The professor, in his first paper, included three 
questions under this head, and in my first I took the ` 
affirmativ of each, and in this I will place them in 
the following form : 

1. All men are of one species with many varieties. 

2. That so far as science teaches they originally 
sprang from one single pair. 

9. “ The age of man on the earth,” or the length 
of the human period, as given by Moses, is reconcilable 
with science. 

The first the professor hesitatingly admits; not 
being able to disprove this important position, he 
feebly attempts the second. In his first paper he 
said: “It is too late in the day to attempt to prove 
that climatic conditions or congenital accidents will 
account for all the varieties of men having descended 
from one pair;” and in his reply the only evidence 
brought forward in support of this broad assertion is » 
simply the supposition that man is “the offshoot of 
the ape ;” that one branch of men went off in one 
direction and another in another, and from these 
through his imaginary process of evolution the many 
varieties of men descended. 

In support of this mere supposition he produces 
the speculations of Haeckel, who says: “In that 
long chain, of many generations, that formed the 
transition.from the men-apes to the ape-men, and 
from these last to actual articulate-speaking man, no 
single pair can be designated as the first pair of hu- 
man beings” (Ped. of Man, p. 80). 

The origin and descent of man is not in this dis- 
cussion, but as the professor’s argument is princi- 
pally made up of suppositions and speculations, or, 
as he says, “ingenious sophistry,” I will allow him 
the privilege of bringing in the same, by way of evi- 
dence or illustration, especially as one set of suppo- 
sitions and speculations is very admirable and par- 
ticularly suitable to prove or illustrate another. 

Now, it is well known that Huxley is an auth 

e 
plainly says: “I am one of those who believe that, . 
at present, there is no evidence whatever for saying 
that mankind sprang originally from any more than 
a single pair" (Huxley's Origin of Species, p. 113). 

We -will call the evidence of these two eminent 
scientists a set-off, and then we hav an abundance of . 
scientific evidence deciding in favor of the unity of 
the species and the derivation of the whole human 
race from a single pair. 

-This is the evidence afforded by physiology and 
zoology. The researches and arguments of Blumen- 
bach, Haller, Cuvier, and many other eminent scien- 
tists, above all of Dr. Prichard (Physical History of 
Mankind, vol. i, pp. 114-876), hav established this 
point beyond all reasonable doubt. Even the author 
of the “Vestiges of Creation” admits “the result, 
on the whole, of the inquiries into what are called 
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the physical history of man to be that conditions 


such as climate and food, domestication, and perhaps 
an inward tendency to progress under tolerably favor- 
- able circumstances, are sufficient to account for all 
the outward peculiarities of form and color” (Ves- 
- tiges, p. 262, tenth ed.). | 
Comparativ philology, after divers fluctuations; has 
settled itself into the belief that the various languages 
' hav been all derived from a common basis. This 
view is supported by Professor Max Miiller. 
Bunsen’s Philosophy of Universal History, vol. i., p. 
. 474, and compare pp. 478, 479.) l 
- Ethnology pronounces that, independently of the 
scriptural record, we should be led to fix: on the 
plains of Shinar as a common center or focus, from 
which the various lines of migration and the several 


types of races originated (Rawlinson, in the Journal 


_ of the Royal Asiatic Society. vol. xv., part 2, p. 232; 
: also, Herodotus, vol. i., p. 586). ie 
The “ Toldoth Beni Noah” has extorted the admir- 
ation of -philologists and ethnologists, who con- 
- tinually find in it anticipations of their greatest 
discoveries. For instance, in the very second verse, 
ihe great discovery of Schlegel, which the word 
: * Indo-European " embodies—the affinity of the prin- 
` cipal nations of Europe with the Arian or Indo-Persic 
stock—is sufficiently indicated by the conjunction of 
the Madai or Medes (whose nativ name was Afadu) 
with Gomer or the Cymry, and Javan or the Ionians. 
Again, one of the most recent and unexpected 
. results of modern linguistie inquiry is the proof 
which it has furnished of an ethnic connection be- 
‘tween the Ethiopians or Cushites, who adjoined on 


Egypt; and the, primitiv inhabitants of Babylonia—a 
connection which was positivly denied by an eminent 


ethnologist only a few years ago, but which has now 
been established from the cuneiform monuments. 
The affinity of the Sanskrit with the Persian, 
.Greek, Latin, and German languages was first re- 
"marked by Sir W. Jones; but it remained for F. 
` Schlegel, in Germany, and Dr. Prichard, in England, 
to make a scientific use of the material this provided 
for them. Schlegel’s essay on the “Language aod 
Philosophy of the Hindoos” and Dr. Prichard’. 
inaugural “Dissertation on the Varieties of the 


Human Race,” were published almost simultaneously ; 


` but Schlegel’s work is regarded as the more advanced 
production. 
History, vol. ii., p. 50; also, Rawlinson’s Herodotus, 


vol. i, p. 442; Essay 11 of same volume, p. 655; and: 
an elaborate article in the Journal of the Asiatic 


Society, vol. xv.; part 2, pp. 215-259) 

Therefore, science establishes the great fact that 
‘all the varieties of men originally sprang from a 
single pair. The professor feels the force of this 
staggering fact; and well knows that he is confronted 
with difficulties of an insuperable character ; that he 
. cannot remove nor surmount them unless he set 


aside the testimony of science; consequently he 


attempts to parry the crushing blow by quoting the 


speculations of Haeckel with these questions: “ If 
' Adam was the first man, what sort of a man was he? 


. Was he a Jew? Then I am not his descendant. 
Was he Chinese? Then I am not his descendant 

-Was he Hindoo? Then I am not his descendant. 
Of what color and type was Adam ?" 

Now, these questions are unworthy of notice ex- 
cept for a little pleasantry. We are not discussing 
the color and type of the first man and woman, and 
as science teaches that all the different varieties of 
men originally sprang from a single pair, and as that 
single pair was not an “offshoot of the ape," then 
the professor, if we admit his own language, is the 
only person in existence that can boast of the ances- 
tal ape; but I demur to. this, for I am certain 
that he is mistaken as to the true teachings of science, 
and I affirm without fear of successful. contradietion 
that he is not an improved ape, as he would hav us 
believe, but an intelligent, high-minded member of 
some variety of the human species. 

Now, the impartial reader of the first and second 
chapters of Genesis will find these facts taught. that 
the different varieties of men are of one species, and 
their derivation from a single pair; then, when we 
candidly and seriously consider this matter, the ques- 
tion naturally arises, and I will again repeat it, 
How came Moses, in an age of ignorance, long before 

` science was known, to state these facts, which scien- 
lists after ages of unceasing toil hav only been able to 
reveal in the present century? We are forced to admit 
that he was gifted with faculties far surpassing all 
human experience, or else his knowledge was divine. 

Here the professor is again confronted with insur- 

. mountable difficulties, and his attempts to extricate 
-himself only betray the great weakness of his cause, 
and consequently his inability to defend it. 

. This, from the first chapter of Genesis, “ God 
created man in his own image, in the image of God 
created he them; male and female created he them,” 
he says, means that “ God did not create one single 

‘pair, but numerous men and women;” then in the 
next place he admits that in the second chapter we 
are told that God created one man and one woman, 
but denies that Moses wrote these chapters, and as- 

` gerts that they manifestly contradict each other, that 
is, they giv different creations, 


and am surprised that a man of such intelligence would 


(See 


(See Bunsen's Philosophy of Universal: 


'annoys me! 


Now, this is only an attempt to dodge the question, 
for an answer would be fatal to his side of the discus- 
sion. Suppose we substitute “the writer of Gene- 
sis ” for the word “ Moses,” and the professor is in the 
same dilemma as before, but I will not do so, for I 
maintain that Moses was the author of the Pentateuch, 


meet an argument with such frivolous quibbling. 

As to that “manifest contradiction,” the “two 
histories of creation," ete, which the professor says 
is given in these first two chapters, it is quite re- 
freshing in this enlightened age to find a man of his 
ability giving us such interpretations, for upon & 
careful consideration of these chapters, we find that 
in the first the sacred historian has given us the 
general outlines of the work of creation; the second 
is an appendix to this brief history, explaining some 
partieulars more fully which would otherwise hav 
interrupted the order of his brief narration, and 
more partieularly enlarging upon that part which 
relates immediately to man, and giving a more partic. 
ular account of man’s creation as the summary of 
the whole work; and the assertion that “ they were 
written by different persons at different times” is 
without foundation, for there is sufficient evidence 
to warrant the belief that Moses wrote them ; but as 
we are not diseussing this question I will pass it with 
the express understanding that I am willing to dis- 
cuss it in the future, and also the story of the flood, 
the origin and descent of man, the hypothesis of 
evolution, ete., if he thinks his side of these questions 
rests on foundations of sufficient scientific support 
to hear investigation. 

Next, the assertion that all I said about the time it 
has taken to produce the many varieties of dogs, of 
horses, of pigeons, was quite beside the question, 


|| was made without the least consideration, for I only 


made this argument in my first paper by way of 
illustration, to show that of domestie horses there is 
one species, of domestic cattle there is one species, of 
domestic hogs there is one species, of dogs there is 
one species, of ‘pigeons there is one species ; now, of 
each of these five species of animals there are many 
distinct varieties of as extreme divergence of types 


‘and characteristics as are found to exist in the varie- 


ties of man, and if, from each of these five species, 
there hav been produced many varieties so-diverse in 
perhaps, at most, not over one-ha'f the given length 
of the human period, then we may reasonably con- 
clude that climate, station, food, and other conditions 
of existence would develop the different varieties of 
men within the period given in the Bible. This 
argument was admissible, but it was so forcible, and 
carried with it such great preponderance of scientific 
evidence, that he could not refute it, therefore he at- 
tempted to evade it by saying it was quite beside the 
question. 

Another ludicrous attempt to dodge this argument 
was stating that Haeckel has traced the dog buck to 
the jackal and the wolf, as clearly as Huxley has the 
horse to the bear; this I deny, as not being sup- 
ported by science, but as it is clearly beside the 
question and only made to draw the reader's atten- 
tion from the point in eontroversy, I will pass it. 

Not being able to weaken, in the slightest degree, 
my arguments upon the first and second proposi- 
tions, or withstand the great preponderance of scien- 
tific evidence in their favor, be makes a vigorous attack 
upon the third, which is the real question under dis- 
eussion, but as he is so prone to digress, I hav taken 
so much time and space in meandering after him 
that I will conclude. my article on this third proposi- 


tion in another issue. - J. W. GRABILL. 
——— — — —9-—4—9—- ———— — 


De Nihilo, Ex Nihil Fit. 

“I hate Diderot; he is an idealist, a declaimer, 
and a revolutionist, believing in his heart in deitv, 
and. more hated. than Voltaire. 'The latter ridi- 
euled Needham, and was wrong, for Needham's eels 
prove that God is unnecessary. A drop of vinegar 
in a spoonful of flour supplied the fat lux ; suppose 
the drop larger, and the spoonful bigger, and you 
hav the world. Man is the eel; then what is the 
use of the eternal father? The Jehovah hypothesis 
wearies me; it is only fitted to produce thin people 
who think hollow. Down with the Great All which 
Long liv Zero, which leaves me at 
peace. Between ourselvs, and in order to confess to 
my pastor, as is right and proper, I confess to you I 
possess common sense. 

* T am not wild about your savior, who continually 
preaches abnegation and sacrifice. It is advice 
offered by a miser to beggars. Abnegation! Why? 
Sacrifice for what object? I do not see that ore 
wolf sacrifices itself to cause the happiness of 
another wolf. Let us therefore remain in nature. 
We are not the summit, so let us hav the supreme phi- 
losophy. What is the use of being at the top, if you can 
not ree farther than the end of other people's noses? 

* Let us liv gaily; for life is all in all Asfor man 
having a future elsewhere, up there, down there, 
somewhere, I don’t believe a word of it. Ob, yes! 
recommend sacrifices and abnegation to me. I must 
take care of all Ido. I must rack my brains about 
good and evil, justice and injustice, fas et nefas. 

“Why so? Because I shall hav to giv an account 


pocula. 


for my actions. When? After my death. What a 
fine dream! after death ! 
who catches me. 
seized by a shadowy hand ! 
we hav been initiated, and hav raised.the skirt: of 
Isis; there is no good, there is no evil, but there is 
vegetation. 
tom—hang it all, we must scent the truth—dig into 


He will be a clever fellow 
Just think of a lump of ashes 
Let us speak the truth, 


Let us seek reality and go to the bot- 


the ground for it and seize it. Then it offers ex- 


quisit delights ; then you become strong and laugh. 
Human immortality isa thing which anybody who 


likes may listen to. Ob, what a charming prospect ! 


What a fine billet Adam has! You are a soul, you will 
be an angel and hav blue wings. on your shoulder- 
blades. Come help me! 
says that the blessed shall go from.one planet to the 
other? Very good; they will be the grasshoppers 


Is it not Tertullian, who 


of the planets, and then they will see God, ta! ta! ta! 


These paradises are all nonsense, and God is a mon- 
strous fable. 


I would not say so in the newspapers, 
of course, but I whisper it between friends, inter 
Sacrificing the earth for paradise is giving 
up the substance for the shadow. i 

“I am not such an ass as to be the dupe of the in- 
finit. Iam nothing! my name is Senator Nothing ! 
Did I exist before my birth? No. Shall I exist 
after my death? No. What am I? A little dust 
aggregated by an organism. What hav I to do on 
this earth? I hav the choice between suffering and 
enjoyment. To what will suffering lead me? To 
nothingness; but I shall hav suffered. To what 
wil enjoyment lead me? To nothingness; but I 
shall hav enjoyed. My choice is made. A man. 
must either eat or be eaten, and so I eat, for it is 
better to be the tooth than the grass. 

“That is my wisdom, after which go on as I impel 
you. The grave-digger is there, the Pantheon for 
such as us, and all fall into the large hole. Minis 
and total liquidation, that is the vanishing point. 
Death is dead, take my word for it; and I laugh at 
anyone present affirming the contrary. No, our 
morrow.is night; behind the tomb there is nothing 
but equal nothings. The poor are offered immortal- 
ity, paradise, the stars, to swallow. They chew that - 
and put it on theirdry bread. The man who has noth- 
ing has God, and that is something at any rate. I 
do not oppose it. for God is good for the poor” (Victor 
Hugo, in Les Miserables). 

When I look around me and see a world full of suffer- 
ing, disease, decay, and death, and ignorance piled 
mountain high—all the wealth possessed by the nar- 
rowest and soulless ignorant parasites; the few who 
possess brains; the churches full of hypocrits, and the 
penitentiaries full of preachers ; the poor-houses and 
lunatic asylums where public thieves steal from the 
stomachs of paupers, and prison officials who steal 


| from the stomachs of convicts; a world full of grave- 


yards that hide away the dead; a world that is 
almost a vast idiot asylum; a world full of liars ; 
the forgers and interpolators of histories—instance, 
Eusebius’s forgery of the passage about Jesus in 
Josephus, which contains the whole Athanasian 
Creed, which did not exist till 325 a.n.; the awful 
poverty of the human sou! ; the malice of the human 
heart; the two thousand five hundred preachers in 
the different penitentiaries, and the thousands who 
ought to be there; the brainy men who are poor, 
and the haughty, ignorant rich men and women; 
the betrayals of husbands by wives, and the onanism 
and infidelities of husbands to the wives; the vast 
number of infant murders; the vast number of 
foundling hospitals, where the daughters of the 
wealthy are rearing their offspring; the pulpits and 
the.pews full of hypocrits; the daily and weekly 
newspapers which attack and slander, lie, and cover 
with venom and filth the helpless and the poor in 
one column, and kiss the toe and fawn and slobber 
upon the wealthy in another column, I involuntarily 
exclaim, God Almighty must hav been hard.up for 
material when he created this earth ! 

Oh, yes, it became necessary in order that man 
might liv again for God to kill him. 

“Allis vanity, and a striving after wind." The 
earth traveling through infinit space eighteen miles 
a second, is going to nothingness. The end will be 
wound up in nothingness. It began in oblivion, it 
will end in como. From nothing, nothing will come, 
and all will end in the gloom and darkness of night. 


Burlington, Kan. Grorce H. Berman». 
——— — —ÀÀ9— — ——— 


An Inquiry. 

To rag Eprror or Toe Trurx Seeker, Sir: Rev. 
W. F. Black, a pedantic Campbellite preacher, who 
commended himself to the Christian people,of this 
city by claiming some relationship with the late 
Judge Jeremiah Black, and as having preaebed in 
the city where Colonel Ingersoll was raised, telis his 
congregations that he once converted and baptized 
twenty-seven out of twenty-eight members of a Lib- 
eral League in Mechanicsburg, Ill. . i 

Now, tbere are a few of us who do not believe his 
statement, and if you bav any subscribers at Me- 
chanicsburg, I hope they wil] favor us with some 1n- 
forma ion in regard to it, either through Tae TRUTH 
Serxer. or to the undersigned, J. D. Suaw. . 

Waco, Tex, - 
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Deeeiving the People. 

A prominent religious journal of this city which 
advertises itself as the best literary religious paper 
published, and asserts that it pays strict regard to 
accuracy of statement, publishes this shamefully 
deceiving paragragh : 

. “The New Testament consists of twenty-seven distinct 
and separate documents—fourteen of them originally written 
by Paul, one by Matthew, one by Mark, two by Luke, five 
by John, two by Peter, one by James, and one by Jude. 
These documents are divided into four gospels, the book of 
Acta, the epistles of Paul, those of James, Peter, and Jude, 
and the book of Revelation. They came into existence after 
the death of Christ and before the close of the first century. 
Taken as an aggregate, they were written at different times, 
in different places. and by eight different persons, and either 
to churches previously planted or to individuals. -Some 
of them bear the names of their human authorship, and 
' others do not. They were received and recognized as 
authentic and authoritativ in the apostolic age, and hav ever 
Bince been so received and recognized by the Christian 
church. The church rests upon these documents as its 
foundation and guide, accepting and believing them as the 
word of God and the supreme rule of faith and practice in 
matters of religion. The one conspicuous feature that is 
common to them all, and distinetly marks them all, we hav 
in the fact that they all relate to Jesus of Nazareth, as the 
messiah or Christ predicted in the Old Testament who was 
to eome into our world. and who in the person of this Jesus 
did come. "They are all Christologieal. Whoever may be 
` the writer, Jesus of Nazareth is the theme. His earthly his- 
tory is given in the four gospels. The early planting of the 
church in his name is given in the book of Acts The 
doetrin of this Jesus, including the nature of his person, the 
object of his mission among men. and what he did in human 
behalf, is considered and explained in the apostolical epistles. 
In all these epistles, by whomsoever written, there is a com- 
plete eoneurrenee of view as to the person and work of 
Christ. Paul is undoubtedly the great expounder of his 
work; yet Paul and Peter do not differ in their views of 
Christ, or his relation to human salvation. We hav the 
same Christ and the same doctrin in both, and in all the 
writings and preaching of the apostles. This unity among 
them is not explained by any concerted plan to teach and 
say the same things, but hy the fact that they were all alike 
taught to speak and write by the Holy Ghost. This Jesus 
promised in the days of his flesh, and the promis was 
fulfilled." 

There is hardly one statement here—certsinly no 
one of importance—that is not false—absolutely and 
otally false, and known to be so by every Protestant 
scholar of any repute. The errors consist in: 1. The 
ascribed authorship; 2. The date of writing; 3. The 
reception of the manuscripts in apostolic times; 4. 
Their recognition and reception by the Christian 
church ; 5. Their harmony and concurrence of view 
of Christ; 6. In the unity of doctrin taught by Peter 
and Paul and by Christ himself, as recorded in the 
apostolical epistles and the gospels. 

1. To begin with the Pauline documents. It is now 
admitted by all competent scholars that a portion of 
Pauls epistles are fraudulent. Dr. Davidson, a 
Protestant of great learning and high repute, givs up 
Paul’s epistles to the Ephesians and Colossians, and 
declares also that the epistle to Titus, and the first 
and second epistles to Timothy, were not written by 
Paul Drs, Oort, Hooykaas, and Kuenen say that 


these two letters to Timothy and the one to Titus 
“ were certainly composed long after the death of 
Paul.” And to the fraudulent Pauline epistles they 
add at once, and certainly, “that to the Hebrews, 
which does not bear his name at all, and, therefore, 
does not even profess to hav come from his hand.” 
These distinguished theologians agree with Dr. 
Davidson in doubting the genuinness of the letters to 
the Ephesians and Colossians, and cast the same sus- 


second of the epistles to the Thessalonians.” Further, 
Evanson and Bauer, who question the genuinness of 


Romans ; and Professor Bauer doubts also that Paul 
wrote 1 and 2 Corinthians and Galatians. Dr. West- 


neither of these assumptions is the evidence allowed 
on all hands to be conclusiv.” In Marcion’s com- 


pilation of the gospels, 4.5. 145, he left out the two 
epistles to Timothy, the one to Titus, and the one to 


the Hebrews. Giving all this evidence its due 
weight, therefore, it may be considered certain that 
only ten of Paul's epistles are genuin, with a doubt 
of six others, one of which (2 Thessalonians) these 
eminent Protestant biblical scholars pronounce un- 
doubtedly spurious. Some German critics hold that 
only four of Paul's “documents” can bé safely ac- 


|eepted as genuin. At the most, however, he can 


only be given eredit for ten ; and Paul, bear in mind, 
is the best—in fact, almost the only—authenticated 
writer of scriptures. 

As to Matthew, the probability is that the 
gospel according to Matthew was the gospel ac- 
cording to the Hebrews with Matthew’s name 
forged to it. Papias (a.D. 150) spoke of the 
Hebrew gospels, and Epiphanius and Jerome (a.D. 
403 and 420) say it was the same. Dr. Davidson 
pronounces with certainty and emphasis against 
Matthew’s authorship of it. Drs. Oort, Hooykaas, 
and Kuenen say that; Matthew did not write the book 
of Matthew, and that it is.of more recent date than 
their headings would lead us to suppose. That 
Matthew wrote the historical part of the book is also 
denied by nearly all the German crities, who will 
only allow that he may hav written down some of 
the sayings of Jesus, which were afterward made 
the basis for a historical narrativ by a Gre«k transla- 
tor. Schleiermacher, Schneckenberger, Lachmann, 
and others are cited in Kitto as holding this opinion. 
The critics all agree that Matthew never wrote the 
gospel that we hav bearing his name. 

Neither do we know the author of the gospel of 
Mark. In his “Introduction to the New Testament,” 
Professor Davidson announces this as an indisputable 
fact. He is supported in this opinion by the authors 
of “The Bible for Learners,” Drs. Oort, Hooy- 
kaas, Kuenen; by Credner, Westcott, Strauss, and 
others. In  Eusebius's * Ecclesiastical History." 
"there isa parsgraph which says that Papias says 
that John the Presbyter says that Mark was the sec- 
retary of Peter. According to this, Peter told Mark 
what Jesus said, and Mark wrote it down, making 
his gospel. The only testimony to the authenticity 
of Mark we hav, therefore, is that Eusebius said 
that Papias said that John the Presbyter said that 
Mark wrote down what Peter said that Jesus said. 
And Kitto’s Cyclopedia, which is, perhaps, the ablest 
special pleader for the New Testament the Christians 
hav, acknowledges, on the strength of the passage in 
Eusebius, that Mark did his work disjointedly and 
incompletely. That is all the authority we hav for 
Mark, and the enlightened common sense of the 
world, since it became acquainted with Eusebius and 
his brethren of the church, has decided it to be 


"insufficient. 


And poor Dr. Luke is a myth also. He wrote nei- 
ther the gospel which bears his name, nor the Acts 
of the Apostles, which is ascribed to him. The same 
mass of critical testimony against Matthew and 
Mark is a unit against Luke And we may as well 
include the gospel of John in this, for of the Johan- 
nine authorship of that gospel Davidson says: It 
“has receded before the tide of modern criticism 
and though this tide is arbitrary at times, it is here 
irresistible. - No certain trace of the existence of the 
fourth gospel can be found till after Justin Martyr, 
ù €., till after the middle of the second century.” At 
that time the Apostle John had been gathered to his 


picion * perhaps on the first, but certainly on the 


Professor Davidson inclines to agree with Professors 


cott is one with the three German professors in 
excluding the epistle to the Hebrews, and Kitto's 
‘Cyclopedia says that while it appears as part of the 
canonical scriptures, and as the work of Paul, “for 
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fathers, and the dust of decades had obliterated his 
grave. The gospel of Luke, of John, and the Acts 
of the apostles.were written by men who never saw 
Jesus nor his apostles, nor the preacher Paul. Kue- 
nen and his co-laborers consider the Acts to hav been 
written by some one who revered the memory of 
Paul but did not understand his doctrins, a 
*heathen-Christian" who tried to conceal the dis- 


| putes, differences of opinion, and squabbles that ex- 


isted in the early church. He maimed and falsified 
history, say they. The ascription to John of the 
book of Revelation rests upon loose foundations, or 
upon ‘none at all, says Kuenen. There is no more 
reason to believe he wrote the gospel of John, the 
three letters credited to him, and the Apocalypse, 
than there is to believe the story that he lay down 
while alive in his gravé, where the ground still 
gently heaves in response to his breathing. and 
where he still “awaits the coming of his Lord.” 
The epistles of James and Jude, supposed to hav 
been brothers of Jesus, are, like the others, coniposi- 
tions of some one other than the accredited authors. 
The same testimony that we hav cited against the 
authenticity of the gospels is equally strongly 
directed against these. 

It is absurd, also, to dogmatically say that Peter 
wrote two epistles. Jn fact, thé doubt that he wrote 
even one is very strong. Kuenen, the professor of 
theology at Leiden, and one of the foremost theo- 
logical historians in the world, says that Peter did 
not write either epistle bearing his name. Westcott 
one-half agrees with this, for he says that nothing 
was heard of the second epistle till the year 170 a. 
D. At that time, like Apostle John, Peter lived only 
in mythology. Dr. Davidson, with Drs. Kuenen, 
Oort, and Hooykaas, is certain that Peter did not 
write the first epistle; and of the second, he says: 
“Internal considerations go far to disprove its au- 
thenticity, and, with the external evidence, are very 
strong.” 

So much for the authorship of the New Testament 
documents. As to their date: 

2. There is no Christian scholar whose reputation 
extends beyond his personal acquaintances who will, 
for & moment, contend that the four gospels were 
written in the first century. In "Supernatural Re- 
ligion,” which is as scholarly and capable an au- 
thority as any, the writer says that none of the gos- 
pels was known for one hundred and fifty years. 
after the events it pretends to recount—that is, before 
a.D. 180. Dr. Davidson, who, by the way, is a 
Christian professor, places Matthew at 118-19, Mark 
at 120, Luke at 119-20, and John at 1504». But 
these dates are too early. Others, and as competent 
historians, place Matthew at 180, Mark at 175, Luke 
at 170, and John at 178. Like Davidson's estimate, 
these dates are approximate. Dr. Davidson puts Acts 
at 125; Titusand 1 and 2 Timothy at 120 to 140, John's 
epistles at 130, and 2 Peter at 170. This leaves 
but a few unimportant letters which can properly be 
dated in the first century, and these, with the excep- 
tion of some of Paul's, were written by no one knows 
who. To say that the New Testament documents 
came into existence before the close of the first cent- 
ury is a falsehood, proceeding from ignorance or 
dishonesty. 
` 8 and 4. The gospels and epistles were not received 
as authentic nor as authoritativ in the apostolic age. 
In the age of the apostles themselvs the gospels 
were not known. In the age of the apostolic fathers 


there were scores and scores of “gospels” and 


“scriptures” which were considered as authentic 
and as authoritativ as.those now in the Christian 
canon. And many of our present canonical books 
were not received at all, but were kicked about 
as writings of uninspired and commonplace people. 
In fact, it was not until ap. 170 that any of the 
books were called sacred. Westcott says that for a^ 
century and a quarter after the death of Jesus the 
Old Testament was considered to be more authori- 
tativ than the New, and others place the date of the 
change of sentiment much later. When Paul referred 
to the “holy scriptures ” he meant the Old Testament, 
says Westcott; and Davidson confirms this by say- 
ing that wherever the early Christian fathers used 
the phrase “it is written,” or the word “scripture,” 
they had exclusivly in mind the Old Testament. 
When the Christian canon was forming there were in 
circulation some forty gospels, and a much greater 
number of acts, epistles, and revelations. Origen 
says that very many were written, and when the 
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fathers Pegin io form: canons they each adopted 
what books they liked. Instead, therefore, of having 
a New Testatient which all agreed was authentic 
and authoritiv, the. early Christians had dozens of 
them which had no authority for any one but the 
compilers. The: early. Christians were. split into 
sects, and they had their heresies and heretics just 
as they hav now. No two sects used the same books. 


The first collection of New Testament documents. 


was not considered inspired by its compiler (Marcion, 
about a D. 145), and he did not include a number of 
books now in the canon. He had a “gospel” of his 
Own, whieh was identical with about three-fourths of 
Luke, and it is probable that Luke's. gospel was 
made up from his... When lren&us: made up his 


cation he ignored many of the books now found 


in our canon. The ancient Syriac Christians omitted 
several books now in the New Testament. So, did 
the Bible of the early African church. The canon: of 
the Abyssinian church was different from ours, - The 
Thebaic and the Memphitic versions left out Revela- 
` tion. Origen considered the authenticity and author- 
itativness of some of our canonical books as extremely 
doubtful. Eusebius did not recognize as authentic 
all of our scriptures. Cyril, bishop of Jerusalem, did 
not accept Revelation. The council of Laodicea also 
omitted this book from its canon. So did thé major- 
ity of Christian fathers as late as 365 a.D.. St. 
Chrysostom left out five of our canonical documents. 
Theodore of Mopsuestia rejected - six. The Sinaitic, 
Vatican, and Alexandrine manuscripts do not agree. 
The Clermont Codex, a Latin list of the books read 
in the African church in the third century, does not 
include all the books now considered sacred. The 
Apostolic, Constitutions (a collection of rules, mainly 
for the guidance of the clergy, dating from the fifth 
century) omit eight. of: our present New Testament 
‘documents. 


Bible. 
sometimes one canon.and sometimes another. 


authoritativ in the apostolic age, and hav ever since 


been so received and recognized by the Christian | 


, church,” is a gigantic falsification of history. 
. Band 6. The concurrence of view of Christ found 
by the religious journal in the gospels is one of 
those mental delusions which occur often to men 
desirous of making people believe that which is 
not true in order to keep fat positions of profit 
and power. The gospels, the historical part. of the 
New Testament, contradict each other as to facts, 
and the doctrins of Peter and Paul are widely 
enough at variance to found upon one the Roman 
Catholic church and upon the other the equally huge 
system of imposture called the Protestant church. 
The gospel of John is so different from the other 
three that Kuenen throws it aside as valueless for 
historical purposes, and approves what Drs. -Oort 
‘and ` Hooykaas say of the ‘other three:- "Iü'the 
synoptic gospels we find certain narrativa which 
refer to Jesus in appearance only, and really rose in 
the apostolic communities. in consequence of.. the 
division in their midst.. . .; More than once we 
encounter narrativs that cannot possibly be under: 
‘stood in connection with the life of Jesus. . 
When we place Matthew, Mark, and Luke side by 
side we are surprised to find that the 
evangelists, from the very fact of their going to work 
so artlessly and simply, and introducing most of their 
alterations without exactly intending it, emend and 
refute themselvs.” That is a pretty and gentle man- 
tle to throw over the sins of the writers of the three 
gospels, but can it be stretched to cover the altera- 
tions in the traditions which they did intend to make? 
But if in the gospels there is no "harmony, much 
less can it be found in the teachings and doctrins 
of Peter and Paul, or between the dootrins of 
those two gentlemen and the doctrins. of Jesus. 
Keeler has stated the facts succinctly: “ The con- 
test between Peter and Paul raged fiercely in the 
early days immediately following Jesus, and each 
‘was vigorously supported by factions. The doctrins 
which Protestant clergymen preach: so much—pre- 


destination, foreordination, sanctification, and’ similar 


ones—are Paulisms, Jesus never having taught 
them. Paul was the apostle of uncireumcision and of 
the gentiles; Peter, of circumcision and of the Jews. 
Paul. wished to ‘carry Christ’ to the gentiles and 


-hundred years. 


The council of Trent (1546) adopted 
the canon of the Catholic Bible; the Westminster 
Assembly (1647) adopted the list of the Protestant |. 
The various councils held previously adopted 
The 
statement that the books of the Néw Testament 
“were received and recognized as authentic and 


‘under the name of Simon Magus. 


ihe chureh in that time. 


still ‘allow them to be panties! Peter said if they 
become Christians they must also become Jews, be 
circumcised, and do as the Jews did in the ceremonial. 
In those days Paul was not recognized as à lawful 
teacher of Christianity, nor was he for more than a 
In these days, if Peter.should come 
back to earth and advocate circumcision, the strangu- 
jation of bullocks, and the strict observance of the 
Jewish ceremonial, he would not be permitted to 
preach, in any Christian church, Catholic or Protes- 
tant. Paul said, if any one, even an angel from 
heaven, preached any other gospel than he did, that 
person should be accursed. He claimed. authority 
à8 an apostle equal to that of the apostles at Jerusa- 
lem. But they had been appointed by. the Master in 
person, or, eleven of them had been, and they had 
elected a twelfth to fill the place of Judas, Peter 
superintending the process, while Paul had ap- 
pointed himself; and for him to claim to be their 
'equal was something to which they could not sub- 
mit. Paul asked, ‘Am I not an apostle? And the 
others said he was.not. Revelation (a Johannine 
and.therefore an anti-Pauline work) says, referring 
to Paul, * And thou hast tried them which say they 
are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars.’ 
Paul claimed that he and his followers were still 
Jews, even if they did not practice circumcision, but 


| Peter and his friends denied it, and Revelation, again 


thrusting at Paul, says, ‘I know the blasphemy 
of- them, which say they are Jews, and are not, but 
are of the synagog of Satan ; and ‘them of the syna- 
gog of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, 
but do. lie’. Paul conceded that he had caught 
some of his followers by being crafty and using 
guile, but he thought that if he had misrepresented 
as to his apostolic authority, since good had come of 
it, no harm had been done. 

; € For if the truth of God hath more abounded through my 


. lie unto his glory, why yet am I also judged as a sinner?’ 


* Paul's early spirit as a- persecutor appears: when he 
"wishes that those anti-Paulines who troubled the 


‘Galatians were cut off. He once met Peter in| 
‘Antioch, and an open conflict occurred. The Ebion- 


ites, one of the most powerful of the early sects, re- 
jected Paul, and said he was an apostate from the 
law. The Clementine Homilies attack him bitterly 
They reject his 
epistles entirely. Justin Martyr rejected him, and 
scarcely deigned to notice his writings. Hegesippus 
would not use his epistles, and said, substantially, 
that he had falsified scripture. . The Paulines, on the 
other hand, rejected the epistle to the Hebrews— 
which Christians now attribute to Paul—and they 
also rejected Revelation. .The followers of Valentinus 
were Paulines, as were those of Marcion ; those of 
‘Basilides were Petrines. The Cerinthians opposed 
St. John as well as Peter and Paul; the Simonians 
opposed Peter; the Ophites rejected St. John and 
St. Paul. They were snake-worshipers, and claimed 
to. hav derived their doctrins from James the brother 
of. Jesus. Another sect, the Donatists, held that 
there were no virtuous people in the Christian church 
except such as belonged to their sect, and required 
all who joined them to be re-baptized. Jerome was 
bitterly hostil to Origen’s views, even accusing the 
latter, substantially,. of heresy. Rufinus adopted 
Origen's theories, and Jerome, who had been Rufinus's 


“dearest friend, loaded him with the most terrible re- 


proaches, until the quarrel became the scandal of 
It sounds strangely to 
hear persons in these days express a desire for a 
‘return to primitiv Christianity, when all was peace 
and love.’ There never was such a time.” 

` Whenever religious papers print paragraphs similar 
to the one we hav made a text for this overwhelming 
refutation, they do so with the purpose, deliberate 
and crafty, of deceiving the people. The facts we 
hav given may beknown by every one, and would be 
but for the persistent and dishonest efforts of the 
clergy to suppress them. Following the policy of 
Paul in being crafty, they may, however, find them- 


selvs standing to the people in the relation that Paul 


complained of to the Corinthians: “The more 
abundantly I love you, the less I be loved.” 

te 

From the lofty hills upon which Boonton, N. J.. is built, 
one of: the finest views within fifty miles of New York can 
be seen. On the summit of. one of those hills stands a stanch 
Presbyterian church, in whose tower is a clock. Passing it 
the other day the Rev. J. M. Buckley took note of its four 
faces; one certified the hour of 11:31, another 3:20, the third 
9:27, and the fourth showed that it was 11:80. This, he 
thinks, might serve as a typical sign for the Andover Theo- 


logical Seminary, but seems strangely out of place upon an 
orthodox Presbyterian church. We don't know. A stopped 
clock, it occurs to us, is about the best symbol for a creed 
that never grows and is as hateful now as when first con- 
structed. But doesn't the clock represent the Boonton 
churches, each pointing a separate way, but all united on 
one thing—stopping to imprison men for blasphemy? Ask. 
C. B. Reynolds. 


Tux Methodists of West Virginia, as represented in con- 
ference, hav declared themselvs against all ** public gather- 
ings for other than religious purposes "onBunday. If these 
tolerant folks could only run the universe in their brainless 
groove, how happy they would be! 


Gop has evidently deserted some of his would-be defenders 
in the West. A Kansas clergyman who had engaged to de- 
bate with J. E. Remsburg was stricken with paralysis a few 
days before the debate was to hav taken place, and a Ne- 
braska clergyman who attempted to answer one of his lect- 
ures fell ina fainting fit before he had uttered a dozen words. 


TE Christian Advocate relates this instance of special 
providence: **In Boston a large house prints for several re- 
ligious papers of different. creeds, and also an Atheistic 
paper of evil fame as especially venomous. The building 
was damaged by fire, and the only forms saved were those 
of the godless sheet above mentioned.” What was the name 
of the ** especially venomous” paper? DAS: 


A pisPATOH to the Herald reads: 


“The pope announces that many villagers in Macedonia hav ex- 
pressed a desire to re-enter the church, and hav asked that priests 


‘be sent to instruct them.” 


Now the religious press will hav a chance to quote the 
cry of the man Paul saw in one of his visions, ** Come over 
into Macedonia and help us." 


Two Irish Roman Catholic parents who léft their twins in 
the hallway of a strange house to die unless found and cared 
for by strangers, left also this note in the basket with them: 


“Dear Goop Farners: Do please giv the little ones to Sister 
Trene to keep uader her sheltering care. God blessand protect 
them. They are twins and hav not been baptiz»d, 

“Mary AND EDWARD MURPHY." 


` Mary und Edward Murphy are undoubtedly pions and 
devout, but they are not shining ornaments of humanity. 


AT the Prohibition convention which met at Syracuse last 
week, the daily papers reported as something ‘remarkable 
that out of over nine hundred delegates thirty-two voted for 
Birney, the ancient Abolition candidate for president. "This 
is a small proportion. Had the city managing editors sent 
their reporters to the Freethought conventions of recent 
years, they would hav found about every other one of the 
delegates and audience to'be either a prominent Abolition 
apostle, or a worker in the ranks of that party. Most of the 
old Abolitionists after the war joined the Freethinkers as the 
reform party whose purposes apnd platform were the most 
pressing. It is with sorrow that we record the gradual 
diminution of the ranks of those veterans. One by one they 
are.going to the windowless palace of rest, and soon we 
shall hav none left. ‘The ones who hav become Freethinkers 
are naturally the ones who espoused the cause of the slave. 
The fellows left to the pious Prohibitionists are those who 
were whipped into line when their churches, as a matter of 
policy, swung into the Abolition ranks. They are the 
eleventh-hour laborers who are getting the full day's pay. 
Speaking of piety, this Prohibition convention outranks even 
the God-in-the-Constitution party. The convention held a 
revival meeting before being called to order, which partook 
of the nature of a Methodist : prayer-meeting. Hymns 
were. rendered ín approved church voice. ‘‘ All Hail the 
Power of Jesus’s Name,” and ** Nearer my God to Thee,” 
were favorits. The hall was decorated with the buzzard- 
dollar motto, **In God we trust." A brother from Brooklyn 
who might be supposed to know, informed thc Almighty 
that the delegation from New York was the devil. He 
prayed God that the devil might not come in. Then another 
brother stilled the convention by silent prayer, after which a 
delegate said that they were there to pray as they felt in- 
clined. Then they discussed John Sherman, who, in a speech 
of three thousand words, never mentioned Prohibition, and 
the conclusion was that *the man who declines to come 
into the party shows he is not inthe bosom of’ the Lord.” 
Shouts of **Amen!" and ‘Glory to God!" greeted the 
shouter, who said the Prohibition was the laboring man's 
party. A delegate from Ulster county hoped Howard Crosby 
would not speak of high license when next he preached in 


-his church. A fifty-year-old convert said he was a shouting 


Methodist, and made a speech in which his halleluias were 
responded to by shouts of ‘‘Amen,” and “ God bless the 
convert.” Delegate Minister Williams wanted to know how 
many there belonged to the church of Jesus Christ. Wher 
the question was put, every map and woman stood up. 
Ninety-two clergymen delegates stood on their chairs. When 
a call was made for the church officers, several hunded re- 
sponded. A political census revealed one hundred and 
thirty-four former Democrats. The remainder had formerly 
been Republicans. There were four ex-Confederate soldiers, 
who were taken to the platform. Federal soldiers numbered 
only one hundred and twelve. The liquor traffic was voted a 
crime against God, and a demand was made that men should 
be taxed on what they own and not on what they owe. It 
was also resolved that interest on money in this state should 
be reduced to five per cent. The convention declared for 
woman suffrage, and voted down a plank which declaimed 
against large holdings of land. Then the convention said it 
was grateful to Almighty God, the sovereign over nations and 
the guardian of homes, and looked to him for guidance, and 
adjourned.. The convention's candidate for secretary of 
state is the Rev. D. W. C. Huntington, presiding elder of 
the Genesee conference of the Methodist church, 
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Zetters from Sriends. 


Dowaarao, Mron., Aug. 14, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: I hav just finished reading Elmina’s article 
in last paper, and hasten to send words of approval. 
my mite long ago to Dr. Foote, but I again inclose the 
amount asked. Words of approval are weak compared with 
what I feel. I fain would exchange places with her, being 
much younger and accustomed to hard usage; think I could 
endure it better than an elderly woman. May my god of 
Love, Truth, and Justice support her through this trying 
hour! It is a battle for all humanity! Most thoroughly do 

I stand for Elmina. ABBIE KNAPP. 


Oapvrn, Uran, July 28, 1887. 
Mz. Epiror: I hav delayed too long in sending my sub- 
scription, hoping and anticipating something more in the 
. way of subscriptions and orders for books, but the time has 
run on imperceptibly and my anticipations are not realized. 

I. mourn for thé ignorance and superstition that reign in 
the midst of abundant means to acquire knowledge, and as a 
result the successful accomplishment of plans of scheming 

‘religious and political ministers to deprive the masses of 
their religious and political privileges, reducing the many to 
beggary, and raising the few to be millionaires. 

If the forlorn hope is not soon changed to a certain antic- 
ipation of restored rights of citizens of a republic by the free 
and independent use of the ballot, they must and will be, by 
the bullet and dynamite, forever lost. The war-cry will be, 

' " Victory or Death.” 

Tur TgurH SEEKER is ''getting no worse quite fast,’ 
while Heston is giving his eye-openers to the frauds of Chris- 
tianity and the swindling operations of political schemers. 

Please find inclosed $1 for Mrs. Slenker. Jonn T. Josr. 


Conoorp, N. C., Aug. 19, 1887. 

Mz. Epiror: I am poor, and am so because the Christian 
members of the convention of North Carolina in 1866 repu- 
diated $3,000 worth of state bonds the state justly owes me. 
I am a cripple, and tried in 1884 to be elected to a county 
office. . The Christians of Cabarrus county refused to giv me 
their support, so I was defeated in an effort to make an 
honest and honorable living to support my wife and three 
children. These same Christians uphold a bankrupt swin, 
dler, who is a pillar in the Methodist church, who some 
twelve years since swindled his creditors out of $20,000, and 
is now boarding with his wife in a $5,000 house. This same 
man made a Sunday-school address before a Bunday-school 
convention yesterday. 

I would be glad if I had the money to get several of the 
books advertised in THE Truth SEEKER. I would especially 
be glad to get Colonel Kelso's ‘‘ Bible Analyzed.” For the 
reasons above stated, I am unable financially to get any- 
thing ; yet I get free many curses from the Christian people, 
the pious church-members of this county. l 

J. W. MEHAFFRY. 


ANABEIM, CAL., Aug. 11; 1887. 
My Dear Eruma: After reading your letter to friends in 
Tue TnaurH SEEKER of July 16th, I had my mind relieved of 
the idea that you could wish to publish what I read in the 
Word, at which I was very truly surprised. Iam very thank- 
ful for the letter. Herewith I mail $1 for the Defense Fund; 
I sincerely desire that you may be able to arrange the 
knowledge you hav acquired in your researches on heredity 
and hav it simplified to that degree that every mother in the 
and will be permitted to liv true to her highest ideal of sex- 
life. Freedom has been crucified for generations past in the 
marriage bed, uniil health is scarce, and every sign to-day 
shows physical degeneracy. It is time grandmothers, take 
the initiativ steps of informing the youth of our beloved 
` ‘country of the tremendous danger awaiting the mistakes of 
ignorance of sex laws. I criticised “Diana,” before it was 
put on the market, and consider it pure in morals, and 
a guide to the old and young that was much needed. 
Really, this generation hav reason to rise up and call you 
* blessed above all women for righteousness’s sake.” If the 
people need anything to elevate habits and .morals, it is the 

naked truth in regard to sex-life. Mrs. Katz PARKER. 


Wawzao, Kan., Aug. 14, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: Being compelled by the non-arrival of Taz 
TRUTH SEEKER te vary the usual Sunday morning program, 
I know of no better plan than to send greeting to our large 
family circle, and ask a few questions upon subjects which 1 
hav not seen fully discussed. 

Why don’t Christians belong to several churches at the 
same time? When beaten in argument, they generally play 
their trump card by declaring that, if it should turn out that 
they are correct, it would go hard with their opponents ; 
while, if they are wrong, they hav nothing to lose. Persons 
who are willing to sacrifice truth and manhood to escape the 
wrath of an imaginary angry demon should make sure they 
are safe by taking all the tickets they can get in the theo- 

. logical lottery. They should become Catholic, Lutheran, 
Methodist, Presbyterian, Baptist, Mohammedan, and Mor- 
mon. Why not? 

The question is sometimes asked, ** Do you. believe in the 
existence of a supreme being?" It seems this question 
is rather ambiguous, for.no man can understand its meaning. 
On turning to Webster's Unabridged, we find that ‘‘ being ” 
means '* Existence in fact or in thought,” and “ this applies 
to everything which exists in any way . . . whether in 
the nature of things or only in our notions." . Should not the 
question be stated in a different form, as, for instance, ** Do 
you believe in the materia] existence of dreams ?" 

How soon can we expect to see the ‘‘ Star of Bethlehem?” 
An old gentleman in our town points out Venus to his 


I sent 


with him at once, for such men should not be idle. 


` 


friends, and says: ** You want to look at that star now; 
that's the Star of Bethlehem, and you won't see it again for 
three hundred years.” How willingly some people are de- 
ceived! The Christians would giv anything for a star they 
might call their own, even if it appeared but once in a 
thousand years. The ancient religions encouraged science 
in some degree, and mythology is immortalized in the stars, 
but Christianity has persecuted astronomy immeasurably, 
and, as Colonel Ingersoll says, **Not a star in all the vast 
expanse now bears a Christian name.” .By the way, it seems 


to me that Christian names are not as generally used in 


naming children as formerly. A. T. MoMuzaN. 


ALLIANOE, O., Aug. 17, 1887. 

Mr. Epjror: The Liberals of our city and vicinity hav 
had a **feast of fat things." Dr. J. L. York has been here 
and given us two lectures. On Sunday evening, Aug. 14'h, 
the doctor spoke to a large audience in our Opera House ; 
subject, ‘‘Evolution and Creation; Man or Monkey— 
Which ?" and it was certainly one of. the best lectures that 
our people hav listened ío for a long time. On Tuesday 
evening, under the auspices of the Union Labor party, the 
doctor spoke on “The Rights of Labor; or, The Reign of 
the Common People," and again a fine, large, and enthusi- 
astic audience greeted him. The doctor is a brick, and 
wherever he goes cannot fail to do the people good. We ex- 
pect the doctor here again this fall in November, and I know 
from the feeling and expressions of the people he will receive 
a warm welcome. The doctor and his good lady left here 
Thursday for Columbus, Ohio, where he speaks two Sun- 
days, and then on East. Those who hav not arranged for 
the doctor to lecture for them would do well to correspond 
Wishing 
Tue Truth SEEKER success, and long life to Watson Heston, 
I am, Yours fraternally, Gro. W. THORNBURGH. 


Wirson, Irt., Aug. 17, 1887. 

Mr. EDITOR: In Tre TRUTH SEEKER of August 6th is an 
account of Thomas Abbott West, the murderer of Susie Beck 
at St. Louis. 

The said reverend commenced his career as sky-pilot 
in this vicinity. In the fall of 1884, a Wesleyan minister 
(Mr. Riley) was holding tent meetings near Campus. West 
came there, claiming to hav been sent by the elder to assist 
in saving souls. He claimed to be unsectarian, and proved 
to be the right man, as he gathered many lost souls home. * 

At the close of the meetings he came out. and said he had 
been sent by the elder to work in the interest of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, and for that alone, and demanded half the 
spoils, when there occurred a scene hard to describe; but 
the outcome was that a leading pillar of the Methodist Epis- 
copal persuasion received him with open arms, and com- 
menced to organize a Methodist Episcopal church. 

. They finally succeeded in buying the Congregationalist 
church at Campus, and West. was established as pastor. 
The leading members thought him a saint on earth. He 
was a very good-looking man and a very good talker, but 
the readers of THE TRUTH SEEKER at Campus and he could 
not agree ; therefore, they were willing to take their chances 
for heaven over à different: route from the one he was agent 
for. E. T. Porrzz. 


Bnooxrrs, N. Y., Aug. 20, 1887. 

Mr. Enitor: As one of the many readers of THz Truta 
SsEXx&, I cannot but be pleased in perusing the many able 
articles which you weekly set before us. I am more pleased. 
however, to observe that, as the venerable old Bible sinks in 
estimation as a book of divine authority in morals, purity, 
it correspondingly rises with me and other thinkers in esti- 
mation as an interesting, funny collection of old comicalities. 

1 will not except the ‘‘ Arabian Nights Entertainments,” 
Smollet, Dickens, Munchausen, or even Shakspere for its 
laughable absurdities and the solemn gravity of its romances. 

Being familiar with its general character from my school- 
boy days, open it where I will—like every other familiar 
romance—I am sure to find something to interest me, some- 
thing to smile at, something to sigh over; but, alas! too 
much filth and obéserity--Dakt creativ of nausea and dis- 
gust ! 

An old friend of mine, long since dead, estimated it some- 
what in the same light. He conceived the idea of printing 
the Bible, omitting therefrom all filthy, obscene, lewd, 
and immoral passages. But, unfortunately, some pious old 
ladies, hearing of his intentions, at the suggestion of their 
pastor borrowed his marked copy, and my friend’s Bible was 
never seen again. 

My friend Daniel Mason, for some years one of your sub- 
scribers, a few days before his death was asked by a prac- 
tically kind and sympathetic old lady **if he was a Chris- 
tian." 

He calmly answered, ** Mrs. Archer, as Christianity mani- 
fests itself, I hardly think I ought to be rated as one." 

** But the Bible, the holy Bible, you surely believe in it, 
Mr. Mason ?" : 

Looking gravely at Mrs. Archer, he calmly replied, ** Mrs. 
Archer, I hardly think you could hav read that book, or you 
could not ask a dying man that question." He paused, but 
commenced again. 

** Yes, Mrs. Archer, I hav read the book, and as for belief, 
I believe it.is the filthiest, most obscene, immoral, in its 
teachings, ever printed or placed before the world as a model. 
There is not a felon or murderer reared in the lowest brothel 
in New York city or now in our state prisons but could jus. 
tify his crimes from the teachings of the Bible." 

The old lady cast her eyes upward, threw her arms aloft, 
and walked seriously out of the room. Two days subse- 
quently the funeral of our friend took place, and was nu- 
merously attended, and Mrs. Archer remarked as she looked 


‘existence. 
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upon his remains, ‘‘I can say one. thing for Mr. Mason, he - 
was not afraid to die.” 

And it is before the believers in and practicers of the ob- 
scenities, vulgarisms, immoralities, cruelties, and - nastiness 
of this book Mrs. Slenker is to be arraigned! For daring to 
do what? For daring to publish a much-needed work on 
physiology, toarrest the transmission of some of the miseries 
of mankind. D. B. 


REpnrog, ILL., Aug. 21, 287. 

Mr. Eprror: I am astonished and surprised to note the 
actions of the vile Comstock, Crew & Co., against Aunt 
Elmina D. Slenker, of Snowville, Va. What! is a man or 
woman not allowed to express their honest and true 
thoughts? What has Elmina done? Scientifically and mor- 
ally she has done no wrong, and the moral world will testify ` 
to that effect. What woman in the moral world has done 
more than Elmina for the advancement of Freethought and 
morality? Not one. She has planted seeds of reform that 
men hundreds of generations hence will reap the benefit of. 
See the many thousands of books and papers that she has , 
circulated to the reading masses of America and Canada.. 
Who will take the benefit of that? Why, the generations 
yet unborn. - 

Her work is also having a very bad effect on Christianity. 
We can see the hearse in the not far distant horizon coming 
for the corpse of dying Christianity. It is dying the most 
horrible death, and in its great convulsions it is doing 
all within its power to overthrow the grand platform of In- 
fidelity. Hence its slimy attack on Mrs. Elmina Slenker. 
We all know that from the many thousands of books 
that she has sent broadcast not a complaint has been 
heard, and over the heads of hell-deserving sky-pilots and 
Christian sneaks, from the vast host of her readers come 
the welcome words, Long liv Aunt Elmina. i 

: We owe her a debt of gratitude that we will never be able 
to pay. Now, what we want to do is this. Her trial comes 
off the 25th of next October, and Aunt Elmina must. hav 
financial aid from all possible sources. Now, let each one. 
of us rally to her support, if with only ten cents. Send not 
less than ten cents, or not over $75, 000, to Mrs. Elmina D. 
Slenker, Snowville, Va. C. B. HUNTER. 


DzrRorr, Mion., Aug. 20, 1887. 

Mr. Epitor: I hav just got Taz Trors SEEKER for this 
date, the first I hav seen for some months past, and the edi- 
toria! upon the proposed centennial of the adoption of the 
Constitution has almost persuaded me to again become a 
subscriber. I am sorry to see that the editor and friend 
Lazarus differ over a question that is so simple that neither 
can get down to it. But if I could be allowed a little space 
in a really free paper I would offer some advance thoughts 
that ought to open the eyes of both of you and all of the 


'| Liberals of the country and the world. 


You say there is soon to be a centennial celebration of the 
adoption of the Constitution, and you quote a paragraph 
which says that the labors of that day preserved for all time 
the precious fruits of freedom and self-government. This is 
a liel, Ichallenge any man to show a line or word in all 


'past history of this country that even proposes to make the 


people free. On the contrary, the people of this country 
were slaves to Great Britain before the Revolution, and sep- 
arated from the old country because they were taxed (en- 
slaved) without being allowed a representativ to help en- 
slave them. When the war of the Revolution began, the 
colonial governments continued to enslave the people all 
through the seven years of war, and when the war was over 
there was no change of government. Not a man was there 
that showed by word or act that he knew anything about 
freedom, ánd those men who wrote and signed that grandest 
of all declarations, ** We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all people are endowed by their creator with the in- 
alienable right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness," 
did not know what was the true meaning of the words they 
used, for they had always lived under a slave government. 
They were then living under à slave government, and they 
never took the first step to maké the government free. Many 
of them lived for many years in this country, helped to make 
laws, and to administer and execute the laws. They saw 
every day and every hour the government ignore and re- 
pudiate and alienate every shadow of those rights which 
they had declared were inalienable to every person; and the 
government has continued to enslave the people to this day, 
and millions of lives, and hundreds.of billions of dollars of 
the toiling slaves, and the rights of all people hav been 
sacrificed and alienated by the curse of a government formed 
in ignorance by slaves who did not know what to do with 
the liberty they had won. There has never been a people 
in slavery that was not placed in that condition by their 
government. To suppose that the colored people were ever 
in a condition of slavery in a country that had a free govern- 
ment is to suppose that fire and water will mix, or that vice 
and virtue could liv in harmony. There was never any 
other slavery in this country than that which the govern- 
ment has planted and fostered for the whole period of its 
It was not unique in its origin; it was formed 
after the old governments from which the framers had fled or 
emigrated; they had no knowledge of any other; they 
added nothing new. Its strength has only been tested by 
the dangers of the slavery it had fostered; it has never had 
peace or prosperity; the gallows, the prison, poorhouses, 
and workhouses hav increased faster than its real wealth; its 
cancers, in the form of cities filled with penal institutions, 
called work-shops and factories, ought to be photographed 
upon every wall of Philadelphia on the assembling of this 
centennial. It is full time that some of the reform papers 
should advocate a free government for this country, the peo- 
ple of which hav been for over a century f fools as well as 
slaves. | 


' Kansas. 
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Our friend Lazarus seems to hav flopped around until one 
would suppose he must hav found a dry spot to'stand upon, 
but he seems as far off as ever from anything solid. He re- 
minds me of one of Orpheus C. Kerr’s assertions about W. 
H. Seymour, that he was called Say more beéause he could 
say more and mean less than any other man. But he has 
never yet learned that he is a slave, and no proclamation of 
‘president or king or act of legislature ever has made or ever 
will make him or any other man free. Whenever any gov- 
ernment has laid a tax upon its people, those people are 
slaves, and in no other way were any people ever made 
slaves. J. H. Woop. 


Crestep Burre, CoL., Aug. 7, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: Inclosed. please find $5, rencwal for the 
grand and good TRUTH SEEKER; and also one new subscriber. 

Keep on with the pictures. They are as strong and power- 
ful to shake the faith of the Christians as giant powder is to 
blast the solid mountains; for they will look at the pictures 
if théy don't read the contents of the paper. 

Mr. Heston is a genius to picture out the horrible thing, s as 
the Christians call it, but still they believe it; but, if it is 
horrible to look at the pictures, their dogma is to me more 
horrible to believe in. Joun ExasTROM. 


OBITUARY. 
Baxter Sprines, Kan., Aug. 20, 1887. 
Mn. Epiror: Another veteran truth seeker and moral hero 
isatrest. Hiram Crum, aged seventy years and five months, 
died at Baxter Springs, Kan., Aug. 12, 1887. He was born in 
western New York, was a pioneer in Michigan, and then in 
He had & very strong physical organism, was a 
hard-working, frugal, honest, patient man, generous and 
` kind-hearted, and many of the poor will remember his acte 
and gifts of sincere sympathy, and miss him as a friend and 
neighbor. I first knew him fourteen years ago; and about 
ten years ago, through me, he subscribed for TuE TRUTA 
SgEkER, which he has read and distributed ever since. He 
subscribed for D. M. Bennett’s books, ** Around the World," 
and has sent not a few dollars for TRUTH SEEKER publications 
and other Liberal and Freethought works. He has done 
, more to promote our cause, in a pecuniary sense, than all 
the rest of -the Infidels in the county, most of "whom are 
weak-kneed, talk-to-me-in-private Free (?) thinkers. He has 
got up public meetings, mostly at his own expense, and his 
heart, purse, and house were always open to: poor, weary 
lecturers, and he bought liberally their books and often 
paid the whole lecture bill when others would not help. If 
all would work with tongue and money as he did, in propor- 
tion to their means, what an impetus would be given to the 
cause of truth and humanity! Being about to leave here, I 
went twenty miles to pay him my farewell visit. When I left 
him, with great regret, he was well seemingly, and I thought 
might out.liv me, two years younger than he; but what was 
my surprise and grief to be sent for in three days to read, 
sing, and speak at his funeral? He had worked very hard in 
the intense heat which we hav had here for three weeks, was 
prostrated and exhausted, and after twelve hours of alterna- 
tion between suffering and sleeping under an opiate, that 
strong frame yielded.to its opponents and he died, as he be- 
. lieved, never to liv again as an individual. His affectionate 
wife and daughter, his neighbors and physician, did the best 
they could to save him, but he has left us, and a blank in his 
family and society that no one else can fill. I told my au- 
dience, part Liberal and part orthodox, what a naturalist and 
humanitarian is, in contrast to a bigoted, priest-ridden, de- 
luded Godite; and, as well as I could in my physical and 
mental condition, told them the significance of this life and 
how to make the most of it. He is worthy of a volume, but 
your space is precious and I must stop. Hiram Crum, the 
lover of. truth and humanity, the hater of priestcraft, Gods, 
and shams, the public.spirited citizen, the honest, kind 
neighbor. the patient, indulgent husband and father, and my 
dearest friend —fare well. J. H. Coox. 


Sr. CaATHERINES, OnT., July 20, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: In Taz Terura Serer of Dec. 25, 1886, Mr. 
J. L. Tompkins, of Lake City, Iowa, says he has worked on 
a farm more than fifty years, and been a close observer of 
all crops—thinks he ought to be a competent witness in the 
chess case. He has seen every wheat stool that a horse had 
eaten off bring chess; has seen nearly all chess where the 
snow had all blown off the wheat; has seen a stool of wheat 
part wheut and part chess from one root (a good witness, 
truly 1); has even seen timothy meadows changed to chess by 
drouth, but it was right the next year. He knew & man 
that had alternately first timothy, then chess, and thirdly 
good timothy meadow on the same ground. He then says 
he will tell me something I don't know, viz., that I cannot 
raise a single grain of chess from chess if it were to save my 
life. He says his uncle for thirty years offered first $5, then 
$10, for chess so raised, but got none. He then cites an 
opinion which he says perhaps the strongest agricultural 
writer in the United States (and one whom he says a great 
man was proud to know in his day) has given: ‘The man 
that does not know that wheat will pass to chess is too big & 
fool for me to discuss with." This suits well with what that 
uncouth, ignorant old farmer said gruffly to that young 
farmer, ‘‘ Every fool knows wheat will turn to drips.” These 
random assertions not only are futil, but prove conclusivly 
that they did not emanate from intelligent and enlightened 
minds. 
to prove what they affirm, and will frankly impart their 
knowledge to others. '' Fool” is the holy Bible’s pet word 
—‘‘ ye fools!” **thou fool!” “the fool hath said, There is 
no God." Query, which is the fool, the one who denies or 
the one who affirms? Common sense says, the one who 
affirms what he cannot prove. Further he says: ‘‘It looks 
weak in me to call for proof, when I hav not given any evi- 
` dence to the contrary." He ought to know that jt does not 


Rational and well informed minds are ever pleased. 
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devolve on me to prove what I deny. I believed-that chess 
would grow chess, and was therefore careful not to sow it; 
but had heard farmers say it would not grow, and after that 
young farmer raised that chess on his stubble ground, he 
was told also that it would not grow, therefore hc planted 
some in September, putting a stake by it, and the next July 
heshowed me the chess on their stalks that had grown from 
chess. Believing this, I was sure that I could raise chess 
from chess, too; but after seeing Mr. Tompkins's strong and 
positiv assertion that I could not, I thought it best to keep 
mum and proveit. And this I hav now done, and that be- 
yond the possibility of doubt. Last January, I filled a flower- 
pot with clean ground, in which I planted six grains of chess, 
and put the pot in a warm stove room, and in a few days six 
blades of chess came up. After two weeks I put the pot in 
a cool room, and April 1st I put the contents of the pot out 
into the ground, and in June several stalks from each stool 
yielded chess. I hav now proved that Mr. Tompkins's strong 
assertion that I could not raise chess from chess does not 
hold good, neither is there & particle of proof in the other 
cases that he has cited that wheat or timothy did turn to 
chess. The following assertions are parallel with his. A 
trustworthy farmer told me he once had a field of first-class 
red clover, but the next summer it was covered with sorrel, 
and: he said he was positiv the clover had turned to sorrel. 
‘A boy has seen & long, hair-like animal swim on water, and 
uis pa and grandpa told him it was a hair-snake and had 
come from a horse-hair; that horse-hairs turned to snakes 
when they gotin water. The boy of course believes it, and 
grows up with that belief, and will tell others that he knows 
(perhaps swears he knows) that horse-hairs will turn to 
snakes, because his pa and grandpa said so, and he knows 
they wouldn't lie. 
fact, nevertheless, that they, and all others that said horse. 
hairs turned to snakes, did lie. 

Mr. Tompkins says he is just as positiv that wheat or tim- 
othy will bring cheat as he is that. two and two make four. 
If hc is so sure of it, why does he not prove it and settle this 
much-disputed chess question? Candid Liberals, you must 
Sce that positiv assertions without proof are not only worth- 
less, but deceiving, and do & great deal of harm; therefore 
they should never be made unless they are based on facts. 
Having been rnined by those two pious, sneak-thievish law- 
yers of this city, I am now (financially) a poor man, and 
nearing seventy-three, but still anxious to learn realities, 
therefore, if Mr. Tompkins, or any other Liberal, has or 


‘finds such a prodigy as he and some others hav seen, viz., 


wheat and chess from one root, and makes it known in Tux 
TaurH.Szzxrnm, I will, if I can get money enough for a 
third-class fare, go and see it, and that with the greatest 
pleasure. A. Moor. 


` New York, Aug. 20, 1887. 

Mz. Eprror: Feeling a growing interest in Mrs. Slenker's 
case, and believing it to be an occasion for earnest, consci- 
entious thought and action; also hoping to aid the cause of 
justice by throwing some new lights upon this subject, from 
a woman's standpoint, I beg to say that it is incomprehensi- 
ble how one of Mr. Macdonald's logic and intelligence upon 
other subjects should, in some points respecting this case, 
show such a lack of appreciation. 

. Indeed, this would seem a signal illustration of the fact 
that woman can never be understood and judged in her work 
or purpose by a quick, unerring judgment except by woman. 
Here, as ever, a woman's insight only can do justice to wo- 
man. À 

It seems to me that the TRUTH SEEKER editorials, clear 
2nd positiv as they are against the infringement of constitu. 
tional rights. yet with respect to Mrs. Slenker, hav done her 
but partial justice. It is with surprise that we note these 
words in the last issue of Taz TguTH SEEKER: ‘ Mrs. Slen- 
ker has been engaged in & work which to her seemed neces. 
sary and good; others, however, hav not seen the necessity 
for the work, and hav disapproved of it. Probably ninety 
of cvery hundred Freethinkers condemn the work as 
uncalled-for and useless." Since this is merely an opinion, 
we beg to differ, but not without first deprecating the state- 
ment, as it is liable to prejudice hundreds of people against 
this most high-minded and excellent woman, who might 
hastily catch up the subject from this point, without having 
previously read its history. I believe that if the majority of 
Liberal-minded people could thoroughly understand this case 
in all its pliases, they would heartily sympathize with Mrs. 
Slenker and approve her interest in the subject of sexology. 
But what if they did not? Would it therefore prove that 
people always think and feel as they ought to think and 
feel? Does not society—Freethinkers included— hold a thou- 
sand prejudices and fads which they ought not to hold? 

The majority of our sex are indifferent to the right of suf- 
frage, because they ‘* hav not seen the necessity,” and “ con. 
demn the work as uncalled-for and useless." But would 
Mr. Macdonald or any other fair-minded Liberal accept this 
as a final argument why we should giv up the fight? 

Again, we presume that the inhabitants of Oregon and 
California would hav got along very comfortably had Mr. 
Putnam not gone among them to expound the Nine De. 
mands of Liberalism. He has doubtless encountered many 
who vastly prefer theology to Secularism, and so look upon 
his work as ** uncalled-for and useless.” 

We supposed it was a foregone conclusion, at least with 
so-called Liberals, that everyone should work in his or her 
own way, in love and patience, for the truth. Now, this is 
what Mrs. Slenker has been doing, with all the honesty and 
thoroughness of her nature. Nor can we conceive of any 
work being higher or more called-for than this. If a more 
rational religion is needed at the present day, so do we also 
need more rational and wholesome ideas upon the relations 
of sex. Knowledge must always precede reform; but how 
can we get knowledge until an interest in what we would 


No, they did not mean to lie, but it is a | 


know is first awakened? It was simply Mrs. Slenker's inter- 
est in this most vital of subjects, which she had a perfect 
right to feel, and which should pass to her credit, that was 
the motiv to this correspondence in question. And now at 
this point it is timely to speak of the comparativ importance 
of this subject with those which Taz TRUTH SEEKER and: 
Freethought Magazine are usually devoted to. The impor- 
tant work of these journals, excellent as they are, seems to 
be an unremitting bombardment of orthodox Christianity. 

We hav often marveled at the acres of space devoted to 
this end. This may be necessary, but as we regard conduct 
greater than creed, so do we regard Mrs. Slenker's work as 
more important than either of these; for it has been applied 
to human conduct rather than to creed. I hav scores of, de- 
nominational Christian friends who are living good and 
blameless lives. Is it as important to unsettle their faith as 
it is to make a husband or father less sensual and selfish? 
Opinion, even an orthodox one, may not culminate in evil, 
while evil is always evil, and multiplies upon itself. Con- 
duct is above creed, even a Liberal. creed, and, surely, a 
Liberal opinion is not of so much value as 4 clean and virt- 
uous life; for virtue in its true sense is a condition of 
strength and development. A husband may believe in all 
the absurdities of theologic dogma, even to hell and damna- 
tion if it pleases him, but, he can never giv his wife a fore- 
taste of these upon earth, or become repulsiv and intolerable 
to her, until he violates the sanctities of sex. And it was in 
this domain more than any other that Mrs. Slenker strove to 
enlighten and deliver from the fetters of vice. 

It was in respect to this work of Mrs. Slenker’s that Mr. 
H. L. Green, in the F'reethinker? Magazine for June, apolo- 
getically offers the following: '*She is evidently a crank 
upon the sexual question, as many other very good people 
are." According to our observation and knowledge, this is 
just what the majority of men are, '* cranks on the sexual 
question," although in a very different way from Mrs. Slen- 
ker. Dr. E. B. Foote made admission of this in connection 
with her case, when he said in substance that no one but a 
physician knows the extent of such facts as Mrs. Slenker had 
been taking note of. History and tradition repeat what hav 
been man's propensity in this regard; but tradition always 
lends a shelter, and so it follows that the custom continues to 
shelter the real abominations, while it givs the epithet of 
“crank” to those who would restrain lust, and raise man- 
hood to a higher level. Mr. Green further intimates that 
she has violated the ''established usages of society." Per- 
haps this declaration is no more than we shou'd expect. So 
far as we can determin, it appears to be harmonious with 
the “established usages of society” to be satisfied” with 
merely mentioning the existence of wrongs. The last issue 
of Tug Trotsa SEgkER contains a most wise and able article, 
under the title of ‘‘ The Bible of Nature; or, The Principles 
of Secularism,” which provides this information: ‘‘ The 
memoirs of Guiccardini and Pedro Sanchez depict a depth of 
immorality that would hav revolted the libertin of the Ne- 
ronic age.” Now, here is a case in point—crimes which we 
presume Mr. Green would think it quite respectable to men- 
tion and read about, but let a woman take one step to remove 
these crimes; at once it is complained that she is violating 
** established usages of society,” ‘‘ bringing Freethought into 
disrepute,” and herself a ‘‘ crank !” 

At last I come to consider Mrs. Slenker's method of work- 
ng. For my part, I am weary and indignant at so much ed- 
itorial carping about the words Mrs. Slenker happened to 
use. This is too petty. It should be remembered that she 
was conducting a private correspondence, in behalf of what 
interested her at that time. It is not to be expected that she 
would treat the subject in the same manner, or employ the 
same language, she would use for the public. And the same 
objection to the editorial criticism of her words will apply 
to the criticism of her subject, unless Mr. Macdonald would 
agree to be willing that a private correspondence of his own, 
upon some subject that chanced to interest him for the time 
being, might suddenly be brought to light, and ‘ninety of 
every hundred Freethinkers” commissioned to decide 
whether he might not hav chosen a more important topic for 
the welfare of present and future generations! 

I hav myself, upon two or three occasions, ventured to 


express my sentiments, under seal, upon the sexual question. 
{ do not remember whether the language would hav satisfied 
the refined taste of Comatock, but what matters it, since the 
purport of my word and thought was to inspire a more 
sacred regard for the most sacred function of life? How 
fortunate that Comstock did not suspect my intentions long 
enough beforehand to entrap my letters and arrest me, while 
the Liberal press perchance looked on, and complained that 
my choice of subject, and treatment thereof, were not suffi- 
ciently scientific! We can scarcely forgiv "Mr. Macdonald 
for this remark: ‘‘ We cannot imagin how any grown-up 
people can passibly consider such writings contributions to 
science.” What if they are not contributions to science? 
We did not suppose it a condition of enjoying the privilege 
of the United States mail that a purely private correspond- 
ence must be brought up to a scientific or any other regula- 
tion standard. 

And for the same reason, that it was a private correspond- 
ence, does any public criticism of the same scem ungracious 
and uncalled-for. It was doubtless a correspondence con- 
ducted by those whose peculiar experiences or sympathies 
had occasioned a special desire and need of that class of 
information. Those facts were not sought or exchanged for 
lascivious ends, but rather to create a horror and disgust of 
sexual abuses. And I cannot see why any private mode of 
conveying such knowledge, provided it was mutually satis- 
factory to those mutually concerned, should be publicly cens- 
ured. 

Brunsaw was the first man to ask permission of Napoleon 
in 1805, to visit the sewers of Paris, with a view to improv- 
ing them, and for this Victor Hugo named him a hero, and 
the bravest man in France. 

A brave and noble woman in Virginia, always on the side of 
right, coutroled by 8j mpathy and a desire to elevate and 
help humanity, has looked into some of the sewers of social 
life. Snall we, like Hugo, praise and honor, or carp and 
ea vil ? ALTAIR. 
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Children’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Honr.” 


The Lark and the Prairie Fire. 


The lark changed her song to a sad strain 
Till I thonght there were robins in the trees, 
Thongh all the morn there had fallen gentle rain 
With spicy odors wafted in the breeze. 

Sweet bird. what makes yon ro sad at yonr singing 
When lotne-gales come from the river and lea? 
Bid sorrow depart with yonr joyous upepringing: 

And sing a sweet song to my baby and me! 


Last eve she sat and sang the moan of waves— 
Our fierce inland billows of lurid flame—: 
Asa stricken mother at her childrens’ graves, 
And my own bairns smiled and said, ‘* How 
tame I" ; 
I had marked the deep glow the western sky paint- 
ing, 
And hiding the bow that hnng o’er the moon, 
Till her midnight song told of a mother-heart 
fainting 
That her sunny sky gathered its darkness so 
soon. : 


Thongh prairie fires snatch yonr pretty nest 
With all its wealth of eggs dotted o'er with 
hrown, $ 
Take heart of song and sing the world yonr best, 


For sweet the saving rain comes droppiug down. | 


Yon are snch a sweet part of onr world and its 
morning, 
Turning sorrow to noon with yonr midnight re- 
frain, 
Rebuild now anew, your small house adorning, 
Forgetting yonr yesternight sadners and pain. 


Mary Barrp-Fincg. 
— a 


Memory Gems. 
From the Works of Thomas Paine. 
learned and recited by the children. 

He that would sell his birthright for & 
little salt is a8 worthless as he who sold it for 
porridge without salt. And he that would 
part with it fora gay coat, or a plain coat, 
ought forever to be a slave in buff. 

That men never turn rogues without turn- 
ing fools is a maxim, sooner or later, univer- 
sally true. : 

Suspicion and persecution are weeds of the 
same dunghill and flourish together. 

Those who expect to reap the blessings of 
freedom must, like men, undergo the fatigues 
of supporting it. 

The nearer any disease approaches to a 
crisis, the nearer it is to a cure. 

Danger and deliverance make their ad- 
vances together, and it is only the last push 
in which one or the other takes the lead. 

To argue with a man who has’ renounced 
the use and authority of reason and whose 
philosophy consists in holding humanity in 

‘contempt, is like administering medicin to 
the dead, or endeavoring to convert an Athe- 
ist by scripture. f . 

Mankind hav lived to very little purpose, 
if, at this period of the world, they must go 
two or three thousand years back for lessons 
and examples. f 

Had it not been for America, there had 
been no such thing as freedom left through- 
out the whole universe. 

A good opinion of ourselvs is exceedingly 
necessary in private life, bui absolutely nec- 
essary in public life, and of the utmost im- 
portance in supporting national life. 

The worst of all policy is that of doing 
things by halves. 

Penny wise and pound foolish, has been 
the ruin of thousands. 

'That in which every man is interested is 
every man's duty to support. 

"There never was a scheme against which 
objections might not be raised. 

Even wolves may quarrel, still they herd 
together. 

Evils, like poisons, hav their uses, and 
there are diseases which no other remedy 
can reach. 

An association of vice will reduce us more 
than the sword. . 

Of all the innocent passions which actuate 
the human mind, there is none more univer- 
sally prevalent than curiosity. 

To be nobly wrong is better than to be 
meanly right. 

We sometimes experience sensations to 
which language is not equal. 8. H. W. 


To be 


Our Puzzle Box. 
WORDS WITHIN WORDS. 
1.-From a glass vessel take slang, and 
leave an animal. 
2.-From a small animal take cold, and 
leave a nation in Asia, 


8.-Yrom a thin woolen cloth take a soft 
white metal, and leave a stopper for a barrel. 

4-From an aromatic plant with grayish- 
blue fiowers take to finish, and leave a vessel. 

5.-From white, soft part of wood take to 
scorch, and leave a peculiar astringent min- 
era] substance. 

6.—From a bird of the ostrich family take a 
luminous body in the heavens, and leave the 
first shoot of a plant. 

————— — 99 9—— —— —— 


Correspondence. 


Frenoutown. NEB., Aug. 3, 1887. 

My Dzar Miss Wixos: In the lines in- 
closed I bav tried: to tell of the prairie fires 
made late in the spring, and often even in 
June, to insure a later growth of. grass for 
pasture. 
prairie chickens and many smaller birds 
destroyed by the fire. The Corner improves 
steadily. It is entertaining for old and 
young. Iam glad to see the Gems of Paine. 
Long may they wave. Yours for truth, 

Mary B. Fixos. 
ARMSTRONG, Ia., Aug. 15, 1887. 

Drar Miss Wixon: I am a little girl, nine 
years old. I hav a little sister seventeen 
months old, and three brothers. My papa 
runs a blacksmith shop and farm. There is 
& man dying here. The doctors say they 
cannot save his body, but two preachers 
think they hav saved his soul. We expect 
J. E. Remsburg to speak for us in September. 
Mamma givs me all the eggs she has to 
spare for taking care of the hens. 

Your little Freethinker friend, 
Eras. Bort. 
ELLENSBURGH, Wasn. FERR., 
Aug. 12, 1887. 

Miss Wrxon: My papa takes Toe TRUTH 
SrexrR. He is a Freethinker, and so am I. 
We all like the Children’s Corner very much. 

It has been raining all day—the sun has 
just come out for the first time. We livina 
valley. with hills and mountains all around 
us. It doesn't rain much here and we hav to 
irrigate our fields and gardens. ` 

We liv one and one-half miles from the N. 
T. railroad. There are not many Freethinkers 
here. I hav an intimate frierd who joined 
the church; I laughed at her, and she said 
she guessed she would withdraw. 

Some of my friends and one of my teachers 
laughed and made fun of me because I didn't 
believe in the story of the mud man. Ihav 
six brothers and sisters. 

I study arithmetic, geography, physiology, 
grammar, United Siates history, writing, and 
spelling. There is nice scencry here; we liv 
in the midst of a green valley, and we can 
look north and see part of the snow-clad 
Cascades. I will be fourteen years old in 
October. There are fine fir, pine, and cedar 
trees on the mountains, and in the valley 
there are palm, cottonwood, willow, and 
alder trees. I will close now, hoping my let- 
ter won't go to the waste-basket. I wish you 
Success with your noble work. f 

HELEN M. PARRISH. 
o 


How a Deer Went to Church. 

Tom (a young panther) was not our only 
pet; and I liked Billy ever so much better. 
Hc was a young deer, and it was exciting to 
see Tom watch to catch Billy, and Billy 
watch Tom, eat grass right in front of him, 
and look at his foe as if he said, ** Don't you 
wish I would ?" : 

When Billy's horns came to be horns and 
not knobs, he made many a one of his ad- 
mirers go up on a fence pretty nimbly, and 
that was good enough for them. But he 
frightened folks who did not deserve it, and 


‘still the people took his part. A strong, reso- 


lute boy, by taking hold of his horns, could 
make him behave. Sometimes, one would 
jump on his back fora ride, and get a fine 
tumble. But there was no use to say a word 
against Billy ; even the folks he made scam- 
per did not want him shut up. There was 
not another deer in the country. He was 
very beautiful and graceful, and they liked to 
see such a fleet creature bound over the 
fences, across the fields, and through the 
woods. It was sport to eet dogs after him, to 
see him toss them with his horns, stamp 
them with his fore feet, send them flying 
with his hind feet, or skip off, leaving them 
to wonder what had become of him. 

All that summer he frolicked and visited, 
and all the next winter. The next spring his 
horns dropped off, and he got another pair 
with a prorg on each. No boy was ever 
so proud of a new pair of boots as Billy of 
his new horns. He was large and strong, 
too, a splendid fellow. I made him a new 
collar, red, with his name on it, to wear with 


| his new Horns; and there was not another 


such dandy in that country. 

One Sabbath morning he found himself 
three miles from home, and concluded he 
would go to church. I don't believe he cared 
for a sermon, and so suspect he went to show 
his shiny coat, bright red collar, and branch- 
ing horns. Indeed, I am certain it was noth- 
ing good took Billy to church that gultry 
Sunday, for he did not go till the pews were 


But it is pitiful to find the nests of | 


crowded with people. It was a Methodist l« This cup is too deep,” and broke a piece off, 


church, and that was quarterly meeting, so 
the whole neighborhood was present to wit- 
ness Billy's piety and admire his finery. He 
waited outside for the presiding elder, who 


was a large man, very plump, rosy, grave, |. 


and dignified, and much engaged that morn- 
ing thinking of the sermon he was going to 
preach. 

The church door was open, and when the 
elder went in Billy went too, just behind 
him. There was a matting on the floor, 
which deadened the sounds of Billy’s hoofs. 
So the elder walked slowly up the middle 
aisle, and Billy after him, making motions 


with his head as if he wanted him to hurry. 


along to the pulpit and begin the sermon. 
‘The good man did walk very slowly on quar- 
terly-meeting days. It was no wonder, then, 
if Billy intended staying for the sermon, he 
Should want to get it started. But still he 
kept behind; and only made passes, until the 
elder halted at the altar steps to put down 
his hat, which delay Billy concluded was 
rather too much for the patience of any wor- 
shiper of his dignity to endure, so he gave 
the unlucky elder such a knock as to send 
him into the pulpit in an oriental attitude of 
devotion. f 
This exploit wound up Billy’s career. 
one would plead for him any more. 


No 
He 


‘made very good venison, and the elder 


laughed while he ate a piece, and thought it 

a pity to hav killed Billy for a frolic which 
did no one any harm.— Wide Awake. 
t te —— — ——. 
Stepping Stones to Success. 


Learn your business thoroughly. 

Keep at one thing— in no wise change. 

Always be in haste, but never in a hurry. 

Observe system in all you do and finder- 
take. - 

Whatever is worth doing at all is worth 
doing well. 

One to-day is worth two to-morrows. 

Be self-reliant; do not take too much ad- 
vice, but rather depend on yourself. 

Never fail to keep your appointments, nor 
to be punctual to the minute. 

Never be idle, but keep your hands or mind 
usefully employed except when sleeping. 
_ Use charity with all; be ever generous in 
thought and deed—help others along life's 
Stormy path. j 

Make no haste -to be rich; remember that 
small and steady gains giv competency and 
tranquillity of mind. i 

He that ascends a ladder must take the 
lowest round. All who are above were once 
below. f 
Think all yon speak; bnt speak not all yon think: 

Thonghts are your own; your words are: 80 

no more; 

Where Wisdom steers, wind cannot make you sink; 


Lips never err when she does keep the door. 


—8Selected. 
——e 


Short Stories from the Chinese. 

A young tiger met an old one and said: 
“I got hold of a man to-day whose upper 
parts were so tasteless and his nether parts 
so sour, that, hungry as I was, I left him in 
disgust. I wonder what sort of a man this 
could be?" ** A student who has had to buy 
his degree," was the reply. 

Chang and Chung mutually agreed to start 
a brewery. Said Chang to Chung: “ You 
supply the rice and I will furnish the water." 
“But,” queried Chung, ‘‘if the profits are 
divided accordingly to the capital embarked, 
Iam afraid it will be difficult to apportion 
your share.” ‘Oh, I'm not afraid," said 
Chang; * when the brew is over, giv me 
the water; you can hav the remainder.” 

A man was seized by a tiger. The vic- 
tim's son took his bow and pursued. “ Hit 
him in the Jeg,” cried the father, ‘‘ else you'll 
spoil tbe market value of the skin." 

A bibulous individual, on entering a res- 
taurant, noticed that the wine cups were 
small. After seating himself, he gave vent to 
a most demoniacal series of howls and groans. 
“What is the matter?” asked the startled 
landlord. '*Ah," answered the man, “my 
father, a hale, hearty man, met his death at 
a friend's house by accidentally swallowing a 
small wine cup, so whenever I see similar 
ones, the memory of the sad event overcomes 
me." Itis needless to add that the cup was 
replaced by a larger one. 

A hard drinker dreamed that he had be- 
come possessed of a bottle of genuin stuff, 
but, determined to enjoy it thoroughly, he 
had begun to heat it. During the heating 
process he awoke. ** Hoo, hoo,” he groaned. 
** Tf I had known this was to happen, I would 
hav drunk it cold." : 

A servant did not fill a guest’s cup to the 
brim. The latter, holding it up, remarked: 


* How is that!" cried the host. ‘If the 
upper part can't hold liquor, of what use is 


it?" was the smart retort.— Chinese Review, 
OHO 


' A Kiss for a Blow. 
“ I strike ’oo,” cried a little boy, in a sharp 
tone to his sister. : 
“ I kiss ’00,” said his sister, stretching out 
her arms and putting up her rosy lips in & 


‘sweet kiss. 


Tommy looked a look of wonder. Did his 
little ears hear right? "They did, for there 
was a kiss on Susy’s lips. A smile broke 
over his angry face, like sunshine on a black 
cloud. f 

“ I kiss, too,” he then said; and the little 
brother and sister hugged and kissed each 
other right hearily. A kiss for a blow is 
better than tit for tat, ism’t it? —- : 


REDUCED TO 5$1.00. 


THE STORY HOUR. 
.À Book for Children and Youth. ` 


BY MISS SUSAN H. WIXON. 
Over a hundred fine illustrations. 


Very Cheap Pamphlets. 


0—— 

We hav on hand a large number of the following 
of COLONEL INGERSOLL’S pamph ets, which 
will be disposed of at ovat, as fol ows: 


Ingersoll € stechised: 


His Answers to a Number of Vital Qnestion8 Pro- 
pounded by the Editor of the " Sau Franciscan ;” 
singly, 8 cents; per duzen, 30 cents; per hundred, 


FLD: ORTHODOXY, 


A leotnre, fifty-fonr closely printed large i2mo 
pages, 10 cents; fifteen, $1; and $6 per hnndred. 


Civil Bi ,hts Speech, 
Inelnding the address of Fréderick D uglas., fifty- 


three-large octavo pages, singly, 10 cents; fitteen 
for $1; aad $6 per hundred. i 


Tne Truth of History, 
This is a comment by Colonel Ingersoll upon 
the religions lies that hav been told about him- 
self, and first: made its appearance in these col- 
nmns. Price 3 cents; 30 cents per dozen ; $2 per 
hundred. ; ` 
^ BIBLE IDOLATRY, 

A letter ColonelIugersoll wrote to the editor of - 
the London “Secular Review." Price 8 cents; 30 
cents per doz:, or £2 per hundred. ` B 


INGERSOLL ON McGLYNN, 


Being the comments arid opiniohs of Mr. Inger- 
soll upon the fight in the Catholic church between 
the late pastor of St. Stephen's'and his employer, 
the pope. Price 3 cents; 30 cents per doz.,or $2 
per hnndred. i ! 

We suggest that these be purchased in qnanti- 
ties, and given away to Christians, and ıt is with 
that not nnreasonaole exp. ctation that the prices 
hav been placed so low. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 La ayette Pi., New York. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and. Hract Ratios in Its 
Acquirement. and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 


Price, Cloth, . z $1 00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Our Flag Above the Cross. 


This device is for 
paper and envel- 
opes for Secular 
Unions and others, 


PRICES: 
Half-note, bl'k ink, 
per quire,. . .18 
Envelopes, . black 
ink, per pack; .18 
Paper or envelopes 
with local ad- 
dresr, 1.000, $6.00 
wy Half-note, 4colors, 
perquire, . .25 
Envelopes:4 colors, ` 
per pack, 25 
Paper or envelopes 
4 colors, with lo- 
cal address, per 
1,000, . . $10.00 
Address 


Tho Truth Seeker. 


GOPYRIGHTED. 


Any profit from sales will be devoted to the free 
distribution of Liberal literature. 


IS THE COD OF ISRAEL 
THE TRUE GOD? 


The Narrativ of the Five Books of Moses, 
Joshua, and Judges, and the 
New Testament. 


By Israel W. Groh. 


Price 25 cents, Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
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Ingersolls Works. 


The: Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 

. In five lectures, comprising, 
* Humboldt,” “ Thomas : 
ity," and '** Heretics and Heresies.” 


The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, 1.25: 
Contents: The Ghosts," “Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” ** The De 
dependence,” *About Farmin 
t The Grant Banquet,” '* The 
Olark," “The Past É 
Dream,” and.‘ A Tribute to Ebon O. Ingersoll." 

Nome Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25. 


n Ilinois,” 
v. Alexander 


Interviews ou Talmage. Paper, 5Octs; 


plain cloth, $1.95. - 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 
per, 25 cents. "n 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. ` Paper, 50 cents: cloth, $1. . 
Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents. 
large, clear type, and Containing as much as 
could be delivered. in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 
{Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 
Millions of these should be circulated. 


Vindication of Thomas Paine from 


. the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- |- 


ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


Large sıze octavo, paper, 10 cents. 


Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 
Bound in one volume. To meet the demand 


for Mr. Ingersoll’s worka, bhe publisher has had |: 


all his lectures, except the latest on “ Ortho- 
doxy," bound in one beautiful volnme, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Bent. by mail postpaid. 
Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingergoll’s ''Tribute to 
‘His Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the "Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 
“Little Harry Miller's Grave,” that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type. suita- 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
to any address. for 50cts, or either one for 15efs. 
Prose Poems and Selections. 
new book i8 à gem. 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated “ Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famons *' tribütes " 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected. from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versations of the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help 1t serve this 
urpose,a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
fac simile, has. been prepared especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. — 
Life. rose Poem. Printed in 
eolors on board, beveled gilt edges. . 50 cents. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
boudoir, $1: cabinet. 40 nents. j 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims, Revised and Enlarged. 


Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality ; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
‘the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman’s. Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
„Church and the Republic. : 
Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars of 
Conquest and Extermination; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Uunineness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery: Polygamy; Intemperance;. Poverty 
and Vagrancy: Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities, 
Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 
and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Reriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Bun pi Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
abb ath during the Middle Ages: The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, % cents; six copies, $1.00. 
Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the stor 
of the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Choe extracts from '** Common Sense,” 
-“ American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason " are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 


persons of Europe and America, many of them 


written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper. 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. -~ . 

Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
oline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Ohristian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 ots. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An &ddress 


delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention. January 29, 1884, Price, 


10 cents. 
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RUPTURES CUREUSm, — 


myMedical Compound and Improved 
jlnstic Sogporter Truss in from 30 to 
90 days. Reliable references given. Send 
stamp for circular, aud say in what papet 
you saw my advertisement Address (apt, 


W. à. Collings Smithville. Jeferson Oo, H. 


“The Gods,” 
aine,” *' Individual: 


he Declaration of In-- 


1868 before Me Like a | 


$1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in [: 


This | 


It is a model in every re- |. 
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PRICE. *v CENTS. 


Reported for the * Truth Seeker” by 
I. N. BAKER, 


and Printed by Permission of 
the Author, 


®HE ONLY GORREGR 
EDIMION. 


NEw YORK: 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


PRICE, 6 CENTS. 


Bible Temperance: 


LIQUOR DRINKING 


Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
by the Bible, 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


Was Jesus an Impostor? A debate between a 
Scotch novelist; Agnes Rollo Wilkie, and Arthur 
BM The best, conducted debate of modern 
160 pp.. 95 cts. The. Mirror of Free- 
. 50 ctr. The Bible and Darwinism. 
25 cts. Bibheal Errors and Secular ‘Truths. 25 
ots, Two Revelations. 5cts. Bible Horrors; or, 
Real Blasphemy. 5 cts. Bible Makers. 5 cts. 
Bible Saints—Nos. 1, $. and 8. Each 5 cts. Moses 
vs. Darwin. 5ct&. Socrates, Buddha, and Jesus. : 
Sets. Christianity a Degrading Religion. 5 cts, 
Fictitious Gods. 5 ctw. Natural Man. 5 cts, 
The Old Faith and the New. 5cts, Bruno and 
Spinoza, 5cts. Th Bible God and His Favorits, 
bets. Miracle-Workers. 5cts. Health. Wealth, 
and Happiness. 5cts. The Brain and the Soul, 
5cta. Nature and the Gods, 5cts, Design and 
Natural Selection. 5cts. Man and the Lower 
Animals. $ cts. 
Address Watts and Oo., 17 Johnson's Court, 


E.O., Lon ion, Eng. 


This is a companion book to Remsburg's ** Bible 
Morals.” 48 pagea; price 10 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
Andren 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE WATCH OF THE FUTURE. 


The new, latest improved 14 karat filled gold 
Watches are the best and most durable in the 
world for little money. Prices again reduced, 
Seven jewels, $25; 11 jewels, $27.50; 15 jewels, $30, - 
Same, adjusted to heat and cold, $34. Ladies’, 7 
j-weled, $20; 11. $22; 15, #28; with gjasa inside cap, 
$3 lers; Louis XLV. style, $8 more; all best Ameri-- 
can hunting sveni-winders; open face, gold cap; 
$3 less; Open screw case. $5 less; all cases accom, 
panied by manutactnrer’s and my guarantee for 
20 years. Above movements in 3 ounce silver 
cases, $13 less; 4 ouuce. $12 less; 5 ounce, $10.50; 
and 6 ounce, $9 less, All guaranteed one year and 
sent prepaid, if on line of American Express 
Office or per registered mail, subject to approval 
and. cash refunded if not satisfactory, 

WATCH WORK. 


Send me your watches to be repaired. Inclose 
$1 for cleaning; springs, $1; jewels. $1, and I will 
return in perfect order prepaid. Best, spectacles 
or eyeglasses in the world, $1, prepaid in case. 
Send hne finest print you can read 14 inches from 
eyes without glasses. OTTO WETTSUEIN. 


AN S 
Rochelle, IIl. 
Agents wanted to sell my beantiful Foedus ht 
badge-pins and charms, and to send watch work 
in lots. Liberal discounts. 


Ingersoll’s Tributes. 
REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
sol!'s at greatly rednced prices. The Tributes are 
Printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
n&ted border, large clear type; suitable for fram- 
ing. , The titles are: 

The Vision of War, . 
The Grant. Banquet Toas 


Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 

The Price of these heretofore has been 75cts. We 

offer them at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; THE 

THREE FOR FORTY OENTS. Mailed securo 

from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette PL. New York. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 60 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 400.; with autograph, 500. 


ROMANISM, 
DANGER AHEAD, 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER, 


Pnroz, -o- =- += . 40 Cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE STRUGGLE 
BOR 


Re igious and Politica} Liberty. 


In which the author shows the repeated attempts 
of men of every age to acquire greater political 
liberty ; also vigorously attacks the very fouuda- 
tion of the relhion of every age; dwelling at 
length upon tue wrongs of Lretaad, aad, iu detail- 
ing the account of slavery ia this country, calle 
the atrention of thinking men and women to the 
position of womankind in America. Throughout, 
| the work is replete with astounding facts and 

weighty arguments which cannot fail to interest 
the minds of this age. 

By THEO O. SPENCER. 


Cloth, 12mo.,; 188pp., price 75 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER VE SINALOA, 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland. Editors: Jos, Bnrgher and 
F. L. browne, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 
prise,the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, aud generally 
to the practical solution of the problem of Integral 
fi-eneration. Price, $1 a year; 50 cents for siz 
months. 3& ranta far throa manths 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


85 Cents Each. 
Address TEE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH | 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 
Oloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 


FREETHOUGHT * OVELS. 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonne 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price rednced. Paper, 


90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. £ 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcel prepared to ex- 
ect to find. ın such a marked degree, even 
from so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethoughtranks.” Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Outeast. ES dee , finely _waltten 
Radical story. From the London edition, By 
Winwood Ronde, author of Martyrdom of Man, 
80 cents. 


BPa 


Poetry. 


Thé Anvil of God's Word. 


THE TEXT. 

Last eve I passed beside a blacksmith's door, 

And heard the anvil ring its vesoer chime; 
Then, looking in, I saw upon the floor er 

Old hammers worn with beating years of time. 
“How many anvils hav you had,” said I, 

* To wear and batter all these hammers sgo?” 
“Just one,” he answered; then, with twinkling 


eye 
* The anvil wears the hammers out, you know.” 
And so, thought I, the anvil of God's word ] 
For ages skeptic blows hav beat upon ; 
Ten. ihough the noise of Paine, Voltaire, was 
ear 
The anvil is unworn—the hammers gone. 


—Chicago Current.. 
THE SERMON, 
Of old when orthodoxy grasped her hammer 
And pounded on the anvil of God’s word, 
Men’s cheeks grew pale before the awful clamor, 
And trembling thousands the wild tumult heard. 
Then Faith worked with a tireless hand the bel- 
ows; , 
The lurid flames leaped into starting view, 
And zealous laborers among their fellows 
Of proselytes a glorions harvest knew. 
The scenes of by-g.:ne days rise up before us, 
When Mather, Edwards, Cartwright, Hibbard, 
. Dow, 
Beat the wild music of the “ anvil chorus ? . 
With stalwart blows—but it is different now. 


The anvil then was used by well-known masters, 
Its ringing notes smote loudly on the ear; 
Each clang resounding told of dire disasters 
To greet poor sinnersin another sphere ! 
Now all is changed ; the workers look uneasy, 
The crowds no longer gather at the door, 
The forge fire’s out, the bellows dry and wheezy 
From long disuse can fan the sparks no more. 
Along the anvil's sides great cracks are showing, 
“With baser metal patched and plugged in vain 
To hide its rents—the old, old iron is going, 
We ne'er shall hear its loudest notes again. 


In vain the faithful boast its sound condition, 
The wish is only father to the thought ! 
. Ita battered shape, almost past recognition, 
Revea'8 the sad effect that time has wrought. 
To-day the people past the smith-shop going 
Must list in vain the old-time startling sound, 
Heard while it cast, from fires behind it glowing, 
Its threatening shadow on the crowd around. 
And better thus, robhed of its old-time terrors, 
That it should, worn and useless, lie, than when, 
Linked with the baneful influence of its errors, 
It hung a mill-stone on the necks of men. 


It hath its uses yet, for when some brother 
Would, worldly-minded, fain increase his store 
Of' ready cash, he won't hav any other, 
But makes the sacred anvil ring once more. 
To reach an influential, high position, 
No other stepping-stone has yet been found 
Bo easy, sure, and safe withal as this one; 
And gleefully he makes the hammer sound, 
A tongue well trained to cant,his main depend- 
ence, 
At each religious gathering is heard, 
Where, to the ready listeners in attendance, 
He glorifies the anvil of God's word. 


* My tree will fruit at last"—the thought elates 
him— i 
* If I can keep it growing ”—and he can ; 
Whatever place of trust he wants awaits him, 
For who so honest as a Bible man? 
Should one inquire concerning this sleek creature, 
The pious say, while folks approving nod, 
“Our bank cashier and Sunday-school’s loved 
teacher; 
An honest man—the noblest work of God.” 
Alas! that verdants fawn on imposition, 
' Bome luckless morn doth the real sequence 
bring— 
_The cashier fled, the bank in ead condition, 
Sans cash; sans notes, sans bonds, sans every- 
thing! 


Yet a few years, methinks, and in some nook 
With dust of unused relics cobwebbed o’er, 
Among old tomes, shall rest the fateful book 
Whose influence has bathed the world in gore. 
The book by whose autherity and aid 
Kings claimed the right to rule their fellow-men, 
Priests drew their right to torture m-n, and made 
Of earth a slaughter-house and prison-pen ! 
The book which sanctioned killing for a creed ! 
Which justified by precedent the blood that 
poured : 
When Catherine’s butchers wrought their hellish 
deed, 
Or murderous Alva drew his reeking sword. 


And here, perhaps, where each enthusiast hies 
In seeking curios quaint, antique, and rare, 
‘Some visitor shall come whose searching eyes 
Shall spy the ancient anvil lying there, 
And dusting off the weba that rouud it cling, 
Shall question of this relic long ignored : 
“ Keeper, what is the historv of this thing, 
This battered, broken anvil you hav stored 2” 
And hear him thus, while halting in his round: 
“That anvil, long since cracked. by constant 
biows, 1 
For centuries gave forth its clanging sound, 
And where men heard it groans and prayers 
. arose. 
That iron whose ringing notes—now stilled, alas! 
Through fear the hearts of weeping miilions 
stirred, 
Though now it lies a worn and shapeless mass, 
Was. one time called, ‘The Anvil of God's 
Word.’ ”. 
Greenwich, N. Y. D. Lours Bonae. 


Liberalism. 
From the Bandon, Ore., Recorder. 

It is an undeniable fact that the tendency of 
the age is toward Liberalism. The gyves of 
conscience and of mind are slipping of one 
by one, and to-day there are thousands and 
tens of thousands in the so-called civilized 
portions of the world who are free and inde- 
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pendent thinkers, fearless investigators, and 


bold proclaimers of new and higher truths, as 


against creedalism, blind faith, superstition, 
and abject slavedom under priest and church. 


There is & constant evolution and ripening 
growth in religious thought and the philos- 
ophies of human life, asin any other depart- 
Everything in all nature 
has a forward tendency, is growing better, is 


ment and realm. 


approaching a higher state of perfection. 


Superstitions, myths, priestcraft, mental. and 


spiritual subjection, intolerance, bigotry, and 
ignorance all are dissipating, fading away, 


and becoming scattered to the four winds as 


mists and fog before the bright noonday sun. 
Enlightenment, Rationalism, liberality, Free- 
thought, independence, tolerance, fraternal 


| feeling, are in the ascendency, and guide the 
philosophic man to-day in his intercourse 


with fellow-beings in the walks of life. This 
is a great step forward. It is a fact encour- 


aging to the thinker, to him who strives for 


liberty of mind and soul from errors and 


false téachings of the past, based on the 


ignorance of the masses and encouraged by 
crafty ecclesiastics. 

Liberals of to-day believe in man first and 
foremost, in man's goodness rather than de- 


| pravity and ** original sin"—a goodness which 
y g g 


is to be found in heathens and those called 
unconverted, as well as in those ranking 
among the civilized, enlightened, and relig- 
iously devout. 
race being fallen and lost is rejected by the 
Liberals, and even those who still keep the 
old statements of it do not hold as strongly to 
it now as formerly. "The Liberals do not 
regard the world's various religions as mere 
misguiding deceits, but as a real upward 
striving of human thought—feeling after the 
great unknown. In proportion that the 
human mind and soul ripen and become 
broadened and expanded, capable of receiv- 
ing new, higher, and larger truths, in that 
proportion it is asked that & step forward 
be made, out of the old conditions, out of the 


old cocoon in which the chrysalis has been | 


transforming and growing for exalted stations 
and office, and when church rule of any kind, 
or priestly interference, is interposed to stay 
this, then Liberalism says, ** Hands off !” 

The salvation that man needs is not some 
divine substitution by which his punishment 
may be borne for him, but all. divine and 
human influence by which each may be de- 
livered from all that keeps him down, and 
helped upward and onward. This is what is 
meant by ‘‘ believing in man.” 

Liberals and rational thinkers recognize 
that all things in nature are governed by 
immutable law, and that under no method, 
no condition, can man take himself out from 
under its influence. Violation of law is inev- 
itably followed by penalty. He who violates 
the law of his being, in whatsoever way, can 
no more hope to escape the consequent pen- 
alty than that one can thrust & hand into 
intense tire and not be burned. Liberty does 
not mean license. The liberty that the ad. 
vanced Freethinker demands as his right is 
not a privilege to do any wrong and yet 
be exempt from penalty. Liberty, in its 
broad sense, means a free, independent, nat- 
ural, agreeable condition, such as best pre- 
serves, upholds, elevates, and strengthens 
human character for the true and bounden 
duties of life, and it comprehends a sacred 
regard for the rights and privileges of all 
fellow human beings. It comprehends the 
Golden Rule. . f 

The true [iberal respects the rights of 
every man, woman, and child as being of 
equal importance with his own rights to life, 
liberty, happiness, and general well-being. 
The true Liberal recognizes that the only way 
to enjoy happiness, to fulfill life’s missions, 
and discharge its duties rightfully, is to liv in 
obedience to law—that of the land and that 
of nature—to be true to selfhood, to do right 
in all things, right to himself, right to fellow- 
man. ' 

Liberalism means in true sense the abolish- 
ment of savage instinct, inclination, and prac- 
tice. It abhors violence, turbulence, bru- 
tality, bloodshed, and war. It advocates 
infrmaries and hospitals instead of jails and 
state prisons as of to-day. It demands pro- 
tection of all good and lawful citizens as 
against the violence and unlawful acts of 
those criminally inclined, but looks upon 
capital punishment not as a rightful means 
to this end, even in the extreme cases of 
criminality. The old Jewish doctrin of an 
eye for an eye, and tooth for a tooth, it looks 
upon more as a fitting rule for bloodthirsty 


Sioux and Apache Indians than for a race: 


of people claiming to be civilized. 
The old systems of religion are to-day dis- 
integrating. The whole church system of 


The old doctrin of the whole. 


| Prohibition ” to the consideration of ever: 


the United States and the greater portion of 


Europe is hopeycombed, and the great num- 
ber of sects now existing, each differing from 
the other in some respect, those last formed 
alittle more liberal in view than the older 
ones, all points to one thing—universality. 
This may seem a paradoxical statement to 
some, but there is no thinker, no student of 
nature, but that knows disintegration, falling 


to pieces and decaying of the old, always | 


precedes the springing into life of the in- 
vigorated, healthful, and growing unified 
new. : 

The two great contending forces of nature 
are destruction and reformation. A constant 
warfare goes on between these. It is part of 
the great and wise plan of the universal 
intelligence. Bui for destruction there would 
be no room for reformation. The latter is 
sure to follow the former. There is no hu- 
man hand.or will that can stay the natural 
order of things. All institutions,. religious 
bodies, compacts, sects, creeds, divisions and 
forms of faith, are but human instruments, 
imperfectly made by unskilled hands to meet 
demands of time, place, and conditions gen- 
erally, and all must undergo destruction as 
soon as they hav filled their mission of uses, 
and be followed by reformation on a wiser 
and improved plan, better suited to time, 
place, and new conditions. i 

A reform era has set in. There are many 
radical changes about to take place soon. As 
a thinking people we are about to emerge 
from a former state of being, intellectually 
and spiritually considered, and to stand upon 
the platform of Liberalism, universality, and 
a common brotherhood. In accordance with 
the great law of evolution we are about to 
lay aside the cumbersome, the dead-weight 
matter of decay, uselessness, and fetters, and 
stand forth in the ranks of Liberalism for a 
future work of reformation, béttering, in 
discharge of life duties, and in the effort at 
solving the. deep problem of human destiny. 


EARNEST WORDS. 
NEW MONTHLY MAGAZINE 


(Now in Press). 


Its primary purpose to promote Human Improve- 
ment and advance all Real Reform. DR. EMMET 
DENSMORE. DR. HELEN DENSMURE, Editors. 
S. H. PRESION, Associate Editor. One Year, 


‘One Dollar ; Six Months, Fifty Cents; One Month. 


Ten Cents. Send stamp for samplecopy. Address 
EARNEST WORDS PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
1398 Broadway, New York City, N. Y. 3:84 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL'S 


Great Cen-:enniai Oration 
ON THE 


Declaration of Independence 


ALSO THE 
Immortal: Document, 
And the National Anthem entitled : 
“LAND OF LIBERTY.” 
Price, 6 cts; 5 copies, 25 cts; 25 copies, $1. 


Address Tux TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


N.S BEGL’S PAMPHLETS.. 


The Conflict between Christianity 
~ ‘and Civilization. 
PRICE, - 15 OENTS. 


It is a stunner ; concise, scholarly, and good.— 
E. Billings. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 


PRICE, 15 CENTS. 

Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Partort, 

Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Man.—T. B. Wakeman. 

A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. Itisa very 
able paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 

ge. : 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
; PRICE, 20 CENTS. 

‘The number of heads under which you hav 
divided tbe subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which each point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
I take great pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self-government.— 
J.J. McCabe. 

Price 15 cents. 


For sale at thia office. 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 


By Gro. M. DAVENPORT. This is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 32 well-filled pages, costing only 
“a quarter." but as full of meat as an egg. It is 
well called “ practical,” for we find nothing un- 
practical init. Hens, ducks, £e and turkeys: 
are particularly discussed and their economica] 
breeding and keeping treatedof. There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on & large 
scale, and, all in all, itis a very useful addition 
the poultry literature of the day. 

TRUTH SEEKER Office, 


g a a a | | 
A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Observer’s slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 


both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
s cs . 

The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. 

TOGETHER WITH 


A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death. 
bed of Thomas Paine. l 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine's 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is-a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


"8pp. Price 15 cents. 


Addrege THE TRUTH REEKER CO. 


Wottoes for Freethinkers. | 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the “ God-bless-our- 
home" placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 221-2. The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the varions 
1eadings: 


: THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTROL 
` THE WORLD, 


WILL GIV US TRUTH. 


REASON IS A BETTER GUIDE THAN FEAR, 
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THE SCHOOL-HOUSE I8 MY CATHEDRAL. 
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III 


UNIVERSAL MENTAL LIBERTY, 


esses 


THE TIME TO BE HAPPY I8 NOW, 
AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE, 


m 


; 
: NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE $ 
: TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. : 
E ra dseeode e uei Stace Gaerne Tetra ees 
ME THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY; 4 
: TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. t 


.. The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents, 

For Freethought societies there is a large card 
22 x 15 inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 80 
cents. Anyof these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. : 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Fathers of Our Republie, 


Paine, Jefferson, Washington, 
Franklin. 


A LECTURE delivered before the Tenth A anual 
Congress of the American Secular Union, 
in Chickering Hall, New York 
November 18, 1886. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 


Price 15 cents. : 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


KERSEY GRAVES'S WORKS. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains, 
Price, 3 cents. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
. Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thovsand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
deli.ieation of the characters of the principal 
. pereoDages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins. Price, $1.75, 

The World’s Sixteen Crucitied Say- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of all the doctrines, principies, precepts. 
and miracles of the Christian New Testament 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 


history of sixteen oriental crucified gods. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


REPLY 
TO REV. L. A. LAMBERTS 
*NOTES ON INGERSOLL." 
By B. W. Lacy. 
A thorough exposure of the Catholio priest's 


Historica! misstatements, ; 
Price, Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 cents. 


Agents for the Truth Seeker. 
; OALIFOBNIA, 
. J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
` Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
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W. B. Cooke, 1701-2 Yonge st., Toronto 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. : 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
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J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
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E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 
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J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
. KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 


. MAINE. 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 


Mills). 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MIOHIGAN, 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
8. D. Moore. Adrian. Box 465. . 
Chas. Sach, 138 8. Division St., Grand Rapids. 
Swan & Co.. 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOUHI. , ; 
Phillip Roeder, 322 Olive st., 8t. Louis. 
E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 
Lang & Co., 709 Olive st., 8t. Louis. 
i NEBRASKA. 
Thos: Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
; NEW YORK. - : 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st.. Brooklyn. 
Henry Adler, cor. Essex and Grand streets. 
? i OHIO. : 
N. Hexter, 303 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON: 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA, | 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
. TENNESSEE. 
. Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
: TEXAS. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 


UTAR. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 

Henry Booth, Stockton. 


; ENGLAND. 
. Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. j 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


obt. G. Ingersoll’s 
OPENING SPRECH TO THE JURY 
in the suit of the 


Bankers’ and Merchants’ Tele- 


graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 


So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
: speech that TRE TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 


supply and can mail them to those who desire |. 


them, for ten ceuts each. ' 
TRY-SQUARE; 
OB, 


The Chureh of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found & 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pu!pit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 

` of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suff- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 
S. P. Putnam’s Works. 
The Problem of the Universe, and 


Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 ots. . 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri 
oan Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
** A prose opio of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day."—John 
SStwinton's Paper. 
Ingersoll and Jesus. 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In. 
. fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown there is much in harmony .betweep 
them. Price, 10 cts. 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to meo, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”--Dr. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 


other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 ote. 


Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 


version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
den, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. ce 10 
cents. 
For all of the above address ; 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


A conversation 


SOY ae 
GRAND, UPRIGHT 


Unrivaled in Tone, MM 


E a` o mE QNS 
Vo FACTORY & WAREROOMS, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, SEPTEMBER 3, 1887. 


PAND SQUARE. 


Touch and Workmanship. 


€^ 
pw 


P e ; 
Cor. 87th St. So Third AY New York. 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 


|The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 
8vo., 833pp., j 


hammer Logic unsurpassed.” 
silk cloth, $35. TP 


Deity Analyzed and the Devil's. De- 
fense. A thorough analysis of the 


claims for the existence of the Bible deity, and 
&n examination in verse of the charges gener- 
ally brought against his Satanic majesty. 
12mo, 466pp., *1.50. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Ohristians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 


Infidel Death Beds. 
- By G. W. FOOTE. 


Price, - - =. - 2% cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


HOW TO STRENCTHEN 
THE MEMORY; 
OB, 
Natural and Scientific Methods of 
‘Never Forgetting. 
By M. L. HOLBROOK, M.D. 
12mo, 160 pp. - = = = $1.00 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


€ 


The Public Schools 


AND THE 


Catholic Church. 


—0— 


By L. K. Washburn. 
—0— 
EXTRACT. 

“I could pronounce n» benediction upon Ro 
maniem. Ith-s done mischief enough to deserve 
transportation for life. I regard Roman Chri:- 
tianity as the worst form of tyranny. It com- 
mands the arm to work and the brain t» die: it 
feeds faith and starves thought: it loves ovup~es- 
sion and hates liberty. It has given falsehood a 
crown and truth a scaffold.” ES 


PRICE, 5 CENTS. 
Addrsgs THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
- Secretary of the American Secular Union. 


Price 10 cents. 
Address Taz TauTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF TH 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, acourate pamphlet, Though 
anonymous, itis now known to be the work of W. 
H. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been gold. Price, 15 cenis. 
For sale at this office. : 


[ Truth Seeker Annual? 


—— AND — 


Sreethinkers’ Almanac, 


1887. 


(E.. M. 287.) 


+ WITH + ILLUSTRATIONS. + 


SCoNTENTS- 


Calendar for 1887, - - 


Freethought in the United States, 1886, - 
Liberty. Address by Grover Cleveland, 
The Coming Dawn. By D. Louis Bodge, 


Freethought Abroad, - 


Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the 
States and Territories of the United States, 


The Right to Testify. By F. M. Holland, 
The American Secular Union. By Samuel P. 


Putnam, - - - 
The Parson. A Story. 


By Si Slokum, - 
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PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 
meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sta., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.a. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 


'| Beeker publications always on hand atcheap rates. 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm, Shakspere could not write. 
The Sonneta written by Francis Bacon to the Earl 


of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wm. HENRY 


Buzz. Priee,?5 cents. For sale at this office. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON, - 


The Greatest of all. Anti-Biblt- 
cal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


“The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” ` 
Price, Single Copies, pend, Six copies for 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 
Speaking of this work in connection with the . 
Proposed independence of America from Great _ 
Britain, Washington.wrote: *A few more suck 
flaming arguments . . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 
ration.” ] 
Price, 35 cents. 


For either of these works, or any of Paine’s 
writings, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


VOLTAIRES ROMANCES, 


CONTENTS : 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.— Zadig 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princes 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowus. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature. —Micromegas.— 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the White 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation : 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages laid paper. With 6 
eperavings. Price, cloth, beveled boards, $2.00. 
Half calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE DAWNING. 


A NOVEL. 
“ Oh, heaven! Apollo is once more among the 
herdsmen of Admetus, and the herdsmen know 
not it is the Sun-god !" s 


An octavo volume of nearly 400 pages, bound in 
cloth. Price, $1.50. 


Address Tux TRUTH SEEKER Co. : 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. t 


From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION. 
Price, 50 cents. i 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


WORKS OF O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Christianity a Reward for Crime. 


Authenticated by the Bible. 
Paper, 12mo, 29 pages, - - * 


100. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 
Paper, 12mo, 47 pages, - - š 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 25c. 


A Masonic Vindication of Right. 
A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 36 Pages: =- - - = 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

98 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


The. Present and the Future 
Republic of North America 


BY A CAPITALIST. - 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remedy, the author thinks. is in communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it will be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. . 


Paper,50c; cloth. $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


OR, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


150 


bo, 


BY 
H.J. SEIGNEURET, 
Secularist. 

Price, - s - - 10 centes. 
HISTORY 
OF THE 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 


Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $8 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
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Bews of the Week. 


AN epizoötic disease is killing hundreds of 
horses in southern New Jersey. 

PownzRLy denies that he belongs to the 
new Know-Nothing party, as reported last 
week. : 

Ir is reported that John Ruskin, the English 
writer, is subject to protracted periods of 
insanity. 


Tux Rev. W. F. Davis is in a Boston jail to 


await trial for preaching on the common on 
Sunday without a license. i 


A. N. Cotz, of Wellsville, N. Y., who has 

. been called the ‘‘father of the Republican 

party," is a recent recruit to the Henry George 
Standard. 


Beven members of the Plainfield, N. J.. 
volunteer fire department are under arrest 
charged with setting buildings afire for the 
fun there was in putting them out. 


Tae proclamation of the lord lieutenant of 
Treland denouncing the Irish National League 
has been indorsed by the House of Commons, 
against Mr. Gladstone’s protest, by a majority 
of 78. 


PRESIDENT CLEVELAND sent $10 to the East | 


Aurora, N. Y. Fair Association, and the 
managers of the fair hav offered it as a prize 
for the best set of triplets. Lively competi- 
tion is expected. 


Tue Scotch cutter Thistle, which hopes to 
carry away the America’s cup, lies in New 
York harbor and is an object of much inter- 
est. Opinions are divided as to her ability to 
beat the Volunteer, and the betting is about 
even. : 7 


Tse Rev. Frank H. Decker is successor to 
the Rev. J. Hyatt Smith in the pastorate of a 
Brooklyn Congregational church. There isa 
scandal afloat connecting him in a ministerial] 
capacity with Miss Ethe) Bates, of Greenport, 

„L. I. Decker is a married man. 


Tz steamer Umbria landed 614 cabin pas- 
sengers in New York last Sunday, among 
whom was the Rev. Dr. Parker, of London, 
who is talked of as Beecher’s successor. Dr. 
Parker avers that he has not as yet been 
invited to preach permanently in Plymouth 
pulpit. — 

In the split between Henry George and the 
Socialists, the Leader, the daily Labor paper, 
sided with the Socialists. Most of the re- 
porters resigned, and their places were filled 
with men who sympathize with the manage- 
ment. The Socialists started the paper, hav 
supported it, and now own it. 


ANTHONY CowsTooK last Saturday served 
the newsdealers in this city with a copy of 
those sections of the penal code which make 
it a misdemeanor to sel] books, papers, or 
pamphlets devoted to the publication of 
criminal news and containing pictures illus- 
trating scenes of crime and bloodshed. 


Tar reputation of the Rev. Mr. Glazebrook, 
of Elizabeth, N. J., has been damaged by his 
being discovered in a cemetery occupying a 
compromising attitude toward an unmarried 
lady. A number of boys who were witnesses 
of the transaction declare that he is guilty, 
and that when discovered he ran away at 
high speed, leaving behind him a portion of 
his clothing, which they secured and will put 
in evidence. 


Waen the congregation of the Rev. David 
Seymour, Methodist, of Janesville, Minn., 
sent their weary pastor to Europe on a vaca- 
tion a month ago, he left Mrs. Seymour at 
home, and took instead, as a companion, the 
wife of Mr. John A. Henry, editor of the 
Waseca county Argus. He also carried off 
some of the church funds. Last Saturday 
the guilty couple returned to America and 
were arrested upon landing in New York. 


Two years ago John McCormack, a Cath- 
olie, of Brooklyn, married Sarah Gillespie, a 
Protestant, and they had one child. The 
mother had it baptized as a Presbyterian and 
the father had a Catholic priest perform the 
same ceremony over his offspring. Then 
Mrs. McCormack took the child and went 
home to her parents. Last week the child 
died, and there was a fight at the funeral 
over the question whether it should hav Cath- 
olie or Protestant service, but before that 
matter could be settled Mrs. McCormack 
grabbed the casket in which the body lay and 
hurried it off toa Protestant cemetery, where 
it was buried. McCormack says it shall be 
removed to'conseerated ground, and threat- 
ens his wife with bodily harm if she interferes. 


And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to 
heaven ; and, behold, the angels of God ascending and descending on it.—Gen. xxviii, 12. 


Oddo and Ends. 


Morus (to daughter): * Why, my dear, you 
are not going to church without corgets,are you ?^ 
Daughter: "Yes, mamma. It’s an ice cream 
festival, you know; and I want to accept all invita- 
tions. Mr. Whitechoker says the church is badly 
in debt.” 


THERE are beautiful associations clustering 
about the old family Bible, When you hav got 
through reading about Susannah, in the Apocry- 
pha, you can turn to the Record, and fiud out that 
your Uncle Ebenezer was born on March 19, 1841, 
and was Took with the Measles July 7. 1868. There 
is a great dealin patiout study and research. 


Tue Cutlet said to the Mutton-chop, 
“Don’t you feel cut-up when you leave the 
shop ?” : è 
And the Chop replied, with & choking sob, 
“I shouid feel much worse if my name were 
Bob Fl 
But the Catlet returned, with a shrug genteel, 
* Oh; that’s just about as you happen to veal.” 


A UnITED States official, while riding through 
the roads bordering the eastern edge of the In- 
dian Territory, came upon a long-haired man 
sitting on a log. '*Good morning, sir,’ said the 
official. * Hı.” “Do yon livabout here?” “Just 
about liv here." * You havn't any Indian blood 1n 
your veins?" “Not that I ever seed.” “Then 
why do you liv on this reservation? Who gave 
you the right?” “1 married a squaw." "On." 
“Tnat’s what I say.” * What business are you 
in?” "None now." “What business were you 
in?” “ Preachin’.” '* Why did youstop?" “ Fel- 
ler blowed up my church." * Blew up your church ? 
Whatfor?" “ Jealousness, 
an’ I beat him on a revival—got more mourners 
than he did." ‘*Why, I never heard before of 
such au outrageous affair. Tell me about it.” 
* Wall, I built my church over on the branch, an: 
this feller Ab Smith built hi&'n on the knob. We 
started revivals about the same time, au’ he had 
the edge on me, an’ knowin’ that something had 
to be did, an’ that quick, I commenced to tell a lot 
o' yarns that I knowed would interest the young 
bucks an’ captured the crowd, Smith he come 
down an’ tried to get 'em away, an’ at last, findin' 
that he couldn't do it, he slipped around one night 
and put powder under the house and blowed it 
up.” “You were of different denominations, I 
suppose," “Of what?" “J say that you were of 
different churches,” “Yes, I wuz o? my church 
an’ he wuz 0’ his n.” “ But of what denomination; 
what creed?” *' Blamed if I know.” * Weill, but 
what do you believe?” * Believe that it won't be 
healthy fur Ab Smith if I keten him round here.” 
* You don't. understand. What is your faith?” 
“Biamed if I know.” * What do you preach?” 
* Fust one thing and then another.” “Are you a 
Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian——” ‘No, ain't 
none o' them.” *'You started a new church, I 
suppose." ‘* Wall, yes, most o' the logs wuz new, 


Hes a preacher, too, | 
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but some o' them was tuck from old Andy Peter- 


son's still house. Wall, thar warn't more than a. 
dozen ole logs in the house, an’. you" mout 'àv: 
called the church new, Ab Smith's church is so 
green that it won't burn, an’ I havn't got enough 
powder to blow it up, an’ if yon’ll go over an’ he'p 
me tear ıt down I'll giv -you as fine a mule colt as 
you ever seed, Held on a minute, hold on," said 
the * preacher,” shading his eyes and gazing far 
away. ^" Yander comes Smith an’ two o! his 
deacons. 
Pll sorter trot a leetle fur exercise, Ever come 
round this way agin an’ Want to see a squaw so! 
ugly that she'll set your teeth on edge, drop in: 
and see us. Wall, good-day. Ef them fellers ax, 
you about me, tell 'em that I ain't nowhar in the 
neighborhood." 
` THE TENDER HEART. 

She gazed upon the burnished brace ; . 

Of piump.ruffed grouse he showed with pride; 
Angelic grief was iu her face; 

* How could you do it, dear,” she sighed. 
“The poor, pathetic, moveless wings | 

The songs all hushed—ob, cruel shame |" 
Said he: * The partridge never sings.” 

Said she: * The sin is quite the same— 


* You men are savage through aud through. 
A boy is always bringing in i i 
Some strings of birds’ eggs, white and blue, 
Or butterfly upon a pin. - 
The angleworm in anguish dies, . 
Impaled tbe pretty trout to tease—” 
“My own, I fish for tr ut with flies—" 
* Don't wander from the question, please !” 


She quoted Burns’s * Wounded Hare,” 
And certain burning lines of Blake’s, 
And Raskin on the fowls of air,- 
And Coleridge on the water snakes, 
At Emerson's t Forbearance " he 
Began to feel his will benumbed ; 
At Browning's * Donald” utterly : 
His soul surrendered and succumbed. 


* Oh, gentlest of all gentle girls,” 
He thought, ** beneath the blessed gun !” 
He saw her lashes hung with pearls, 
And swore to giv away his gun, : 
She smiled to find her point was gained, 
And went with bappy parting words 
(He subsequently ascertained) 
To trim her hat with humming-birds. : 
: —Helen Gray Cone. 
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I ain't feelin’ so mighty well, an’ I b'levé; 


Gems of Thought. 


THERE is no mysterious and fickle ruler of the 
universe who is swayed around and influenced by 
the prayers and supplications of short-sighted, 
ignorant human beings to change his plans aud 
purposes, and the quicker men become apprized 


of this truth the better it will ‘be for them, and * 
they can learn to spend their time more profitably ` 


than in offering up to an imaginary being prayers 
which can hav no effect. —D. M. Bennett, 


ARBBAHAM would scarcely break hia fast for a 
week, lest some hungry traveler might pass 
who needed his store, Daily he looked out 
upon the desert, and one day he beheld an aged 
man, with hair white as snow, tottering toward 
his door, * Guest of mine eyes!” exclaimed Abra- 
ham, “enter with welcome, and be pleased to 
share my bread and salt." The stranger entered, 
and the place of honor was given to. him, When 
the family gathered round the beard, each one of 
tbem said, “ In the name of Gud!" but the aged 


guest uttered no word. Abraham said: ‘ Old 


mau, when thou eatest food is it not right to re- 
peat the name of God!” The stranger replied : 
“ My custom 18 that of the fire-worshipers." Then 
Abraham arose in wrath, and drove the aged man 
from bis house. But, even as he did so. à swift- 
winged spirit stood before the patriarch, and 
said: “Abraham, for a hundred years hath the 


divine bounty fluwed out to this man in sunshine : 


and rain, w bread and life, Is it fit for thee to 
withhold thy haud from bum because his worship 
1s not thine ??—Saudi. 


p < LUTHER and his Protestantism is not responsible 
'| for wars; the faise simulacra that forced him to 


vyotest—they are responsible, Luther did what 
every man that God has made has not only the 
right, but lies under tne sacred duty to do—an- 


‘| swored a faisehood when it questioned him, Dost 


thou behéve me? No. At what cost soever, With- 
out counting of costs, this thing behooved to be 
dóne. Union, organization, spiritual and mate- 
ral, a far nobler than any popedom or fedualism, 
in their truest days, I never doubt is coming for 
the world; sure to come, But on fact alone, hor 
un semblance and simulacrum, will it be able either 
to come or to staud when come. With union 


grounded on falsehood, and ordering us to speak . 


and act hes, we wil not hav anything to do. 
Peace? A brutal lethargy is peaceable, the 
noisome.grave is peaceable. We hope for a living 
peace, not a dead one,—Cariyle’s Heru- Worship. 


“MARRIAGE is nothing," said cousin Sepia to 
Hester, "so Jong as you do not make a heart 
affair of it" *" Marriage is nothing, Sepia! Is it 
uothing to be tied to a man—to an: man—for all 
your life?” ^ Tnat is as you takeit. Nobody makes 
so much of it nowadays as tLey used to do. The 
clergy themselvs, who are at the bottom of all the 
busines , don’t fuss about every trifle in the 
prayer book. They sigu the articles and hav done 
with it - meaning; of course, to break them if they 
stand in their way."—Macd»nald's Mary Marston, 


' Rey. A. L. BLACKFORD, a Presbyterian mission- 
ary at Bohia, says of Dom Pedro: * The emperor 
of Brazil is nominally a Roman Catholic for state 
reasons, but is generally understood to be an In- 
fidel or Rationahst of au advanced type. When 
viniting the Presbyterian mission school in St. 
Paulo. a year or two ago, he declared very dis- 
tiuctly that he was opposed to all dogmatical re- 
ligious instruction in schools.” [Small blame to 
Dom Pedro ! May he liv forever, and. may his 
shadow never grow less !—Hylax.] 


Waar though on hamely fare we dine, 
Wear hodden-gray, and a’ that? 

Gie fouls their silks, and knaves their wine; 
A man's à man for a’ that, —Burns, . 


THERE i8 no room for you on this crowded earth, 
my friend, unless you can contribute your quota 
toward cleansing and rendering more habitable 
the corner of it wherein you hav taken lodg- 
ment. The man who never acts i8 a mere parasite 
on tue body of society. Inactivity is the straight 
road to impotence, and eventually to anni- 
hilation. Tue consequence is, we must exert 
ourselva, Our watchword must be “ Reform;” 
reform in person and in muss, individual re- 
form and social reform.—Henry Harland, 


MEN insist on believing and on having other 
people believe certain doctrins, not because they 
are reasonably demonstrated to be true, but be- 


'| cause, in the present state of things, it would be 


dangerous to giv them ùp. This is the way in 
which one man clings to his idea of verbal inepira- 


'| tion; and another to his special theory of the di- 
;| vine justice, and another to his material notion of 
'| the resurrection, and yet another to his notion of 


church authority and the minieter's commis on. 
. . . Never sacrifice your reverence for truth to 
your desire for usefulness. Say nothing which 


: you do not believe to be true, because you think 
“| it may be harmful . . . Heis saved from one 


| of the great temptations of the ministry who goes 


out to his work witb a clear and constant certainty 


| ¢hat.tauth is always strong, no matter how weak 
| it looks, aud falsehood is always weak, no matter 
how strong it looks.—Phillips Brooks, 


A POPULAR Bible should be at once portable and 
of fair, clear type; add, to make this possible, a 
large part of the Old Testament should be omitted 


‘| from the editions of the future, Not only are the 


laws of the Mosaic state repealed and dead, and 
therefore unworthy of a place in this guide of the 
public, but they are the laws of a semi-barbarcus 


| age, and east no httle of their imperfection over 


upon the fair pages of the New Testament. The 
New Testament has suffered much from thus 
being found in bad company. Those treatisen are 
valuable as being a part of the history of the Jew- 
ish state, but not as being a part, much less a 
valuable part, of Christianity. Many of the 
Hebrew laws were so unjust that their presence in 
the popular Bible makes it essential that each 


| elerzyman and each Sunday-school teacher shall 


spend much time in explaining the relation of 


| Mosaic things to Christian affaire, an explanation 


to be made easier by a withdrawal of the cause.— 


| David Swing. © 
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If superstishun wuz like sassages, wot stumicks sum people would hav! —Josh Billings. 
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dilotes. and Clippings. 


“ Burr, if True,” is the head line w hich the 
editor of a paper in Crete, Neb., prints over 
the announcement that the pastor of the Con- 
gregational church will pot preach for a 
month. ` ` 


Vurnon (Texas) Guard: “It is a mighty 
good thing to be always at class meeting, at- 
tend church regularly, sing loud, and pray 
yourself hoarse; but it is a good deal better 
to be moral, upright, and honest in business 
and social relations." 


Ir is reported that a negro woman living 
near Sunny Side, Ga., has two children—a 
boy and a girl. The girl she named ** I will 
arise and go to my father,” but calls her ** T 
willer,” for short. The boy's name is ** Only 
begotten son, in whom J am well pleased,” 
but he is called ‘‘ Only.” 


CAPTAIN Leroy, late leader of the Salva- 
tion Army in St. Paul, well known as 
* Happy Harry,” and a vigorous exhorter and 
tambourine-player, has given up evangelizing 
and now is a waiter in a variety theater in 
New York city. He serves beer with great 
‘skill, and says that there's more money in 
‘that work than in trying to convert folks. 


Mr. Moopy is reported as saying that he 
-was in favor of a whole holiday on Saturday 
‘at this season, and there would be no excuse 
for Sunday excursions and Sunday news- 
papers. Asto the influence of Sunday papers 
he is said to hav said: “ You can't pound a 
‘sermon into a man with a sledgehammer after 
‘he has got through reading one of those Sun- 
day papers." 


Tax great American Hellbender, the Rev. 
Sam Jones, said, in his recent revival at 
Plattsburg, Mo.: ** When the Democracy 
put into their platform that they are opposed 
to all sumptuary laws, it was time for me to 
get out." Get, Samuel, and until you get & 
little sense don't come back.— Sun. 

Tax people of Brooklyn say that the Salva- 
tion Army barracks maintained in Harrison 
street is a nuisance, and hav asked the 
authorities to abate it. The army's defense 
is that people may worship God in any way 
they choose. The people deny that the Sal- 
vation Army is a religious organization. 


Tsx church bells of this city are a great 
nuisance, but New Yorkers are much better 
off than the folks in Spain, which is one of 
the most devout countries under the sun. 
Ninety thousand belis send forth their sum- 
mons to prayers from the steeples of 24,000 
churches. The weight of these bells amounts 
to something like 95,000.000 Spanish pounds, 
and the value to about 10,000,000 francs. 

A Texas newspaper, in looking over the 
political field, finds this extraordinary rich- 
ness in parties. The journal says: ''No 
American suffers for lack of parties with which 
to align himself. The assortment is new and 
specially. arranged to suit all tastes. If he is 
not inclined to Democracy, Republicanism, 
or independence, he can throw himself into 
the United Labor party, of which Mr. George 
was the leader; the Socialistic Labor party, 
an old organization; the new social Labor 
party, the Central Labor, the Anti-Poverty 
Society,the trades unions—-ali distinct political 
entities—the Knights of Labor, the Amalga- 
mated Association, the Brotherhood, the 
Wheel, the Grange, and last, and least, the 


Prohibitionists.” 
Greenbackers ? 


Tae other day thirty Roman Catholic 
bishops and some hundreds of priests assem- 
bled at Chattillon sur Marne, France, to wit- 
ness the unveiling. of a statue to Pope Urban 
Il. The Weekly Register says the ecclesiastics 
assembled ‘‘to honor and perpetuate the 
memory of this saintly Pontif.” The Lon- 
don Freethinker thinks worth while to cite an 
item of the saintly pontifical teaching of Ur. 
ban IL, which forms part of the canon law to 
this day: ‘‘ We judge that they are not mur- 
derers who, burning with zeal for their 
Catholic Mother against the excommunicated, 
should happen to kill any of them.” 


Tux Protestants and Catholics of Ulster, 
says the London Freethinker, hav indulged 
in still further manifestations of the Christian 
Spirit. The annual excursion of Catholic 
Foresters from Belfast to Portrush provoked 
most serious riots. A clergyman was shot in 
the leg while proceeding to his church to con- 
duct divine service, and.several other persons 
were severely wounded. At Ballymoney 
Station shots were fired from the train, and a 
young man was shot in the chest and has 
since expired. Portrush was kept in a state 
of constant uproar by crowds of Orangemen, 
who attacked the excursionists. Many per- 
sons were injured on both sides by stones and 
bottles, but the police succeeded in preventing 
more serious disasters. The return home was 
made lively by a battle of stones and bottles 
and bullets at every station. Nearly all the 
carriage windows were smashed. ‘When the 
excursionists lefi the train at Belfast and got 
into cars, the Orangemen continued to pelt 
them, but the police were in sufficient strength 


But why leave out the 


to prevent more murderous attacks. ‘These 
Irish Christians delight in showing the 
pacifying influence of Christianity whenever 
they get a chance. If it were not for the 
military and police, they would probably hav 
exterminated each other by this time. 


Tux Industrial Appeal says: ‘The most 
discouraging and exasperating item that we 
see in the newspapers nowadays is, in sub- 
stance, if not in the exact language, as fol- 
lows: ‘The pope has signitied to the priests 
and bishops of this country that he will not 
inferfere with the organization known as the 
Knights of Labor.’ To a true-born American 
citizen who is not tangled up in the grievous 
toils of auy religion whatever, this is disgust- 
ing in the extreme. What possible excuse 
can the average American citizen offer for 
going to anyone, much less an obscure, senil, 
would.be religious potentate, in an obscure 
corner of a moribund kingdom of Europe, 
for advice in social or economic reforms. 
There never can be any progress in this 
country until the people hav developed suffi. 
ciént common-sense and independence to 
utterly scorn any interference with their 
rights and consciences from any quarter 
whatever. No man who is not an abject 
slave to superstition will allow even the ap- 
pearance of the impertinent interference of a 
middle-man between him and his God, espe- 
cially on political questions, and we honor 
Dr. McGlynn more than we can express for 
his manly contempt of the pope’s fulmination. 
Just as soon as we can get a person to believe 
and know that popes and bishops hav not 
a particle more influence with God than he 
has himself, then we can begin the work of 
reform.” 
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Goammuanications. 


The Bible of Nature; or, The Principles of 
Seeularism. 
A CONTRIBUTION TO THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE. 
BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 
Author of “Physical Education,” “The Secret of the East," etc. 


IIl.—Menran Maxims. | 
CHAPTER VII.—INDEPENDENCE. 
A.—Lessons of Instinct. 


If the scale of precedence in the mental develop- 
ment of our fellow-creatures can be determined by 
any single test, that test is the instinctivé love of 
Independence. Many of the lower animals may sur- 
prise us by constructive achievements that rival the 
products of human science, but their instinct of free- 
dom is quite imperfectly developed. The caterpillar 
of the silk-moth will spin its satin winter-gown in a 
box full of mulberry leaves as skilfully as in the free- 
dom of the tropical forests. Inthe hive of their eap- 
tor a swarm of wild bees will continue to build hexa- 
gons and store up honey as diligently as in the rocks 
or hollow trees of the wilderness. Captive river-fish 
wil eat and pair a day after their transfer to a fish- 
pond. Birds, on the other hand, mourn their lost 
liberty for weeks. During the first half-month of its 
captivity, a caged hawk rarely accepts any food; sea- 
birds and eagles starve with a persistence as if they 
were thus trying to end an affliction from which they 
see no other way of escape. Wild cows can be do- 
mesticated in a month; wild elephants hardly in a 
year. Several species of the larger carnivora can 
. be trained only if caught in their cub-hood, as in after 
years they become almost wholly untamable. 
lower varieties of guadrumana, the Brazilian eapu- 
chin monkeys and East Indian macaques, seem al- 
most to invite capture by the frequency of their visits 
to the neighborhood of human dwellings, while the 
apes proper are, without any exception, the shyest 
creatures of the virgin woods. The gorilla is so 
rarely seen in the vicinity of human settlements that 
its very existence was long considered doubtful. 
Sir Stamford Raffles asserts that at the distant sound 
of an ax the orang of Sumatra at once abandons its 
favorite haunts in the coast jungles. On the west 
coast of Borneo a large orang was once surprised by 
. the crew of an English trading-vessel, but fought 
with a desperation that obliged its would-be captors 
to riddle it with rifle-balls, though they knew that a 
living specimen of that size would be worth its 
weight in silver. . 
` That same resolution in defense of their liberties 
has always distinguished the nobler from the baser 
tribes of the human race. The natives of the Gam- 
bia Valley have no hesitation in selling their rela- 
tives to the Portuguese slave-traders, while the 
liberation of: a single countryman (whom the enemy 
had determined to hold as a hostage) impelled the 
Circassian highlanders to risk their lives in a series of 
desperate assaults upon the ramparts of a Russian 
frontier post. The hope of covering the retreat of 
their fleeing wives and children inspired the heroes 
of Thermopylæ to make a stand against six thousand 
fold odds. The crimps of the Christian church-des- 
pots found no difficulty in foisting their yoke upon 
the former vassals of the Roman empire, but when 
they attempted to cross the border of the Saxon 
Landmark, the kidnappers were slain like rabid 
wolves; and when the neighboring ruffian-counts, 
and at last Charlemagne in person, marched to the 
support of the clerical slave-hunters, they met with a 
resistance the record of which will forever remain the 
proudest page in the chronicle of the Germanic races. 
Cornfields were burnt, villages were leveled with 
the ground; for hundreds of miles the means of 
human subsistence were utterly destroyed ; but the 
council of the Saxon chieftains refused to submit, 
and when the homes of their forefathers were devas- 
tated, they carried their children to the inaccessible 
. wilds of the Hartz highlands, where they grimly wel- 
comed the aid of the winter snows, and defied frost 
and starvation, rather than crawl to cross (zu kreuze 
kriechen), as their vernacular stigmatiz.d the coward- 
ice of their crucifix-kissing neighbors. And when 
the Frankish autocrat had shackled their land with a 
chain of forts, they thrice rebelled with persistent 
disregard of consequences; nay, after the loss of the 
last murderous battle, the prisoners of war refused to 
accept the ultimatum of the conqueror, and rather 
than crawl to cross four thousand of their captive 
noblemen mounted the scaffold of the executioner on 
the market-square of Quedlinburg. The bodies of 
. the heroes were thrown to the birds of the wilder- 
ness; but their deathless spirits revived in the philip- 
pics of Martin Luther and the battle-shout of Luetzen 
and Oudenarde, and will yet ride the storm destined 
to hurl the last cross from the temples of the Ger- 
manie nations. . 
B.—REWARDS OF CONFORMITY. 
Since the dawn of history the lands of freedom 


The: 


zation was confined to a small country of republics: 
Attic and Theban Greece. “Study the wonders of 
that age,” says Byron to his friend Trelawney, “and 
compare them with the best ever done under masters.” 
Switzerland, in spite of its rocky soil, has for cent- 
uries been the happiest, as well.as the freest, country 
of Europe. The prosperity of the United States of 
America, since the establishment of their independence, 
stands unparalleled in the history of the last eighteen 
hundred years; and, moreover, the degree of that 
prosperity has been locally proportioned to the de- 
gree of social freedom, and has begun to become 
general only since the general abolition of, slavery. 
Freedom blesses the poorest soil, as despotism 
blights the most fertile, and it is only an apparent 
exception from that rule that Italy continued to 
flourish during the first two centuries of the empire. 
The change in the form of government was at first 
noniinal, rather than real, and under the rule of 
Augustus, Trajan, Hadrian, and the Antonines, Rome 
enjoyed more real liberty than many'a so-called re- 
public of modern times. When despotism became a 
systematic and chronic actuality, the sun of fortune 
was soon eclipsed, and the social climate became as 
unfavorable to art and literature as to valor and 
patriotism. vow 

Personal independence is a not less essential con- 
dition of individus] happiness. Bondage in any 
form, and of silken or gilded, as well as of iron, 
fetters, is incompatible with the development of the 
highest mental and moral faculties. The genius of 
Poland and modern Italy has produced its best fruit 
in exile. The progress of modern civilization dates 
only from the time when knowledge once more 
flourished in a Republic of Letters; and for a 
thousand years the monastery system of medieval 
literature produced hardly a single work of genius. 


Within the period of the last three or four genera- 


tions the sun of freedom has ripened better and 
more abundant fruit in any single decade than the 
dungeon-air of despotism during a series of centuries. 
All foreign travelers agree in admiring (or.condemn- 
ing) the early mental development of American chil- 
dren, who have a chance to exercise their intellectual 
faculties in an area untrammeled by the barriers of 
caste divisions and social restraints. They may yield 
to the pupils of the best European colleges in special 
branches of scholarship, but in common sense, gen- 
eral intelligence, general information, in self-respect, 
in practical versatility, and self-dependence, an 
American boy of twelve is, as a rule, more than a 
match for a continental-European boy of sixteen ; 
and the same holds good of the average intelligence 
and self:dependence of our country population. 
With the rarest exceptions the political economists 
of our Southern states agree that the agricultural 
negro as a freeman is a more valuable laborer than as 
a slave, and that emancipation, in. the long run, has 
benefited the planter as well as his serf. I venture 
even to add the verdict of Professor Hagenbeck, the 
founder of the great zoological supply depot, that 
menagerie-trainers of the least. despotic methods are 
the most successful. Turf-men know that the best 
horses do not come from the unequaled perennial 
pastures of the lower Danube, but from England and 
Araby, where pet colts enjoy almost the freedom o 
& pet child. 
C.—PERVERSION. 

The ethies of Anti-naturalism include the Buddh- 
istic doctrine of self-abasement, as an indispensable 
condition of salvation. That salvation meant ex- 
tinction, the utter renunciation of earthly hopes and 
desires, the mortification of all natural instincts, in- 
cluding the instinct of freedom. “Abject submission 
to injustice, the subordination of reason to dogma, 
the sinfulness of rebellion against the * powers that 
be" were inculeated with a zeal that made the 
church an invaluable ally of despotism. For cent- 
uries a scepter combining the form of & cross and a 
bludgeon was the significant emblem of tyranny. 
With the aid, nay, in the name, of the Christian 
hierarchy, the despots of the Middle Ages elaborated 
a system of subordination of personal freedom to 
autocratic caprices, which, by comparison, makes the 
tyranny of the Cæsars a model of liberalism. Every 
important function of social and domestic life was 
subjected to the control of arbitrary functionaries, 
arnied with irresponsible power or with a system of 
oppressive penal by-laws. Censors suppressed every 
symptom of visible or audible protest. Every school 
was & prison, every judgment-seat a star-chamber. 
Peasants and mechanics had no voice in the coun- 
eils of their rulers. The merit of official employees 
was measured by the degree of their lunkeyism. But 
the ne plus-ultras of physical and moral despotism 
were combined in the slavery of the monastic con- 
vents. The attempt of reviving the outrages which 
abbots for centuries practiced on the unfortunates 
whom a rash vow (or often the mandate of a bigoted 
parent) had submitted to their power, would cer- 
tainly expose the manager of & modern convent to 
the risk of being mobbed and torn limb from limb. 
Novices were subjected to all sorts of wanton tort- 
ures and arbitrary deprivation of his scant privileges ; 


have produced fruits and flowers that refused to {they were compelled to perform shameful and ridic- 
thrivé on any other soil. For several centuries civili- | ulous acts of self-abasement, all merely to “ break 


their wordly spirit,” 2. e., crush out the last vestige of 
self-respect and life-love, in order to prepare them 
for the consolations of other-worldliness. The moral 
emasculation of the humen race seems, indeed, to 
have been the main purpose of the educational policy ' 
which the priests of the Nature-hating Galilean pur- 
sued wherever the union of Church and State put . 
children and devotees at the, mercy of their dogma- 
tists. : 
D.—PENALTIES OF NEGLECT. 

Voluntary slavery means voluntary renunciation 
of the chief privilege of human reason : the privilege 
of self-control: The spendthrift divests himself of 
external advantages; the miser yields up his life- 
blood for gold ; but he who surrenders his personal 
liberty has sold his soul, as well as his body. Bond- 
age circumscribes every sphere of activity. Political 
despotism impedes the progress of industry as galling 
fetters impede the circulation of the blood.  Enter-. 
prising autocrats of the Frederic and Peter type 
have as utterly failed in the attempt of enforcing a 
flourishing state of commerce, as they would have 
failed in the attempt of enforcing the growth of a 
stunted tree by the tension of iron chains. In free 
America a voluntary pledge of abstinence has accom- 
plished what in medieval Europe the most Draconic 
temperance and anti-tobacco laws failed to achieve. 

The educational despotism of moral pedants has 
ever defeated its own purpose, and succeeded only in 
turning frank, merry-souled children into hypocrites 
and sneaks. The idea that a barbarous system of 
military discipline could develop model warriors has 
been refuted on hundreds of battle-fields, where the 
machine-soldiers of despotic kings were routed by 
the onset of enthusiastic patriots, half-trained, per- 
haps, and ill-armed, but assembled by an enlistment 
of souls as well as of bodies. The unparalleled 
intellectual barrenness of the Middle Ages was well 
explained by. the indictment of a modern -English 
poet. “The bondage of the Christian doctrine,” 
says Percy Shelley, “is fatal to the development of 
originality and genius.” The curse of mediocrity 
has, indeed, for ages rested upon every literary prod- 
uet devoted to the promotion of clerical interests. 
The Muses refuse to assemble on Golgotha. Pegasus 
declines to be yoked with the ass of the Galilean 
ascetic. Outspoken skepticism is almost as rare 
as true genius, and it is not possible to mistake the 
significance of the fact that the great poets and 
philosophers of the last seven generations were, 
almost without an exception; persistent and out- 
spoken skeptics. Rousseau, Voltaire, Diderot, D'Alem- 
bert, Holbach, Leibnitz, Lessing, Kant, Fichte, Hegel, 
Schiller, Heine, Schopenhauer, Humboldt, Pope, 
Hume, Byron, Shelley, Keats, Gibbon, Buckle, and 
Darwin have all inscribed their-names in the temple 
of Liberalism ; and Wolfgang Goethe, the primate of 
European literature, was at once the most consistent 
and the most anti-Christian of modern thinkers. 
* His personal appearance,” says Heinrich Heine, 
“was as harmonious as his mind. A proudly erect 


-body, never yet bent by Christian worm-humility ; 


classic features, never distorted by Christian con- 
trition; eyes that had never been dimmed by 
Christian sinner-tears or the apathy of monkish 
resignation." 

That resignation was for centuries enforced as the 
first of moral duties; but Nature has had her revenge, 
and ‘even the fallen hierarchy would hesitate to 
recover the loss of their prestige by a return to the 
moral desert which for ages marked the empire of a 
mind-enslaving dogma. ; 

- E.—-REFORM. 

Not all. slaves can be freed by breaking their 
shackles; the habit of servitude may become a 
hereditary vice, too inveterate for immediate rem- 
edies. The pupils of Freedom's school may be re- 
quired to unlearn, as well as to learn, many lessons; 
the temples of the future will have to remove several 
aphoristic tablets to make room for such mottoes as 
“Self-Reliance,” “ Liberty,” “Independence.” Victor 
Jacquemont tells a memorable story of a Hindoo 
village, almost depopulated by a famine caused by 
the depredations of sacred monkeys, that made con- 
stant raids on the fields and gardens of the super- 
stitious peasants, who would see their children starve 
to death rather than lift a hand against the long- 
tailed saints. At last the British stadtholder saw a 
way to relieve their distress. He called a meeting 
of their sirdars and offered them free transportation 
to a monkey-less island of the Malay archipelago. 
Learning that the land of the proposed colony was 
fertile and thinly settled, the survivors accepted the 
proposal with tears of gratitude ; but when the band 
of gaunt refugees embarked at the mouth of the 
Hooglyn, the stadtholder’s agent was grieved to 
learn that their cargo of household goods included a ` 
large cageful of sacred monkeys. ‘They are be- 
yond human help,” says the official memorandum, 
“ and their children can be redeemed only by curing 


‘them of the superstition that has ruined their mon- 


key-ridden ancestors.”  . 

At the end of the fifteenth century, when southern 
Europe was in danger of a similar fate from the 
rapacity of esurient priests and monks, Providence, 
by means of an agent called Christoval Columbus, 
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offered the victims the chance of a free land of refuge ; 
but when the host of emigrants embarked at the 
harbor of Palos, philosophers must have been grieved 
. to perceive that their cargo of household-pets com- 
prised a Jarge assortment of ecclesiastics. . “They 
are beyond human help,” Experience might sigh in 
the words of the British commissioner, “and their 
children can be redeemed only by curing them of the 
. superstition that has proved the ruin of their priest- 
ridden ancestors.” l 
In regions of our continent where colonists might live 
as independent as the birds of their primeval forests, 
bondage has been imported in the form of an in- 
triguing hierarchy, working its restless bellows to 
forge the chains of their pupils—of the rising genera- 
tion, who as yet seem to hesitate at the way-fork of 
Feudalism and Reform. A timely word may decide 
their choice. and, by all the remaining hopes of 
Earth and Mankind ! that word shall not remain un- 


spoken. ; 
a —— 


Did Jesus Call Himself Christ? 

Back of the. pulpit of the Unitarian church in 
Washington, in large gilt letters, are these words: 

That they may know thee, the only true God, aud Jesus 
Christ whom thou hast sent. - ; 

This text would be a pretty conclusiv one in sup- 
port of Unitarianism if it were not a manifest figment 
of the brain of the clerical crank who fabricated the 
fourth gospel. In chapter xiii he describes the last 
supper, which was not the paschal feast or eucharist, 
but an ordinary meal, one whole day “before the 
feast of the Passover.” After supper Jesus makes a 
long address to his. disciples, fully reported in four 
chapters. Then follows a prayer, reported verbatim 
in chapter xvii. And this, by the way, appears to be 
the nearest approach to a public prayer by the man 
who claimed to be the son of God, and who said: 

When thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrits are ; 
for they love to pray standing in the synagogs. and in the 
corners of the streets that they may be seen of men. . . . 
But thou, when thou prayest, enterinto thy closet, and when 
thou hast shut thy door pray to thy father which is in secret. 

The first part of the long discourse of Jesus in the 
fourth gospel is about his betrayal. The disciples 
wonder who the betrayer shall be. He dips a sop 
and givs it to Judas saying, “That thou doest, do 
quickly.” What was that sop? In all the Greek 
codices it is psomion, “a small morsel.” In the 
Peshito or Syriac codex it is simply “ bread,” so also 
in the Latin Vulgate. And as no mention of wine is 
made in the fourth gospel the probability would be 
that the bread was dipped in gravy. 

Judas goes out. The remaining disciples wonder 
what for. Some think it is to buy things needful for 
the feast of the Passover to be eaten the next even- 
ing; others think he is going to giv something to the 
poor. Jesus resumes his discourse, and when it is 

ended lifts his eyes and says to his father in heaven: 

The hour is come ; glorify thy son that thy son may glorify 
thee, as thou hast given him power over all flesh that he 
should giv eternal life to as many as thou hast given him. 
And this is life eternal, that they may know thee the only 
trae God and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. ` 

Nowhere else does Jesus spéak of himself as 
Christ. "When Simon Peter ventured to say, “ Thou 
art the Christ,” Jesus charged his disciples to “ tell 
no man that thing.” Conceding that he believed he 
was & special messenger of God to accomplish a 
divine purpose, was it not utterly absurd for him, in 
an address to his father in heaven, to call himself 
Jesus Christ ? 

Christos in Greek is the equivalent of Meshiha in 
Aramaic, which was the language of Palestine, and 
means “anointed.” It was a very significant term. 

' Priests and kings were anointed, but when and where 
was that ceremony performed on Jesus? Only at a 
supper in Bethany two days before his death, when 
& woman came in and poured the contents of an 
alabaster-box of precious ointment upon his head 
(Matt. xxvi, 7; Mark xiv, 3). The fourth gospel 
says this woman was Mary, the sister of Martha who 
served the table, and that she did not pour the oint- 
ment on the head of Jesus, but upon his feet, wiping 
them with her hair (xii, 3). But whether the anointing 
was of the head or the feet of Jesus, all three evangel- 
ists agree that it was for his burial. 

The third gospel is silent about this anointing, but 
strangely enough describes a similar one -at an early 
period of the ministry of Jesus. He was dining with 
a Pharisee, in the city of Nain, when & woman came 
weeping at his feet, and after washing them with 
her tears, kissing, and wiping them with the hair of 
her head, she poured ointment upon them from an 
alabaster-box (Luke vii, 38). But this woman, un- 
like the one described by the other three evangelists, 
was & “sinner,” who straightway obtained absolution 
for her many sins. 

The supper described by Luke was at the house of 
a Pharisee named Simon; that described by Mat- 
thew and Mark was at the house of Simon the leper 
—another coincidence, suggestiv of a want of infor- 
mation on the part of Luke. : 

This is all we know about any anointing of Jesus, 
and no one will pretend that it was such as to be- 


stow upon him the name or title of Meshiha or 
Christos. Nor wil any rational man believe that 
Jesus ever called himself the anointed, either in ad- 
dressing his disciples or his father in heaven. 
ee ANTICHRIST. 
ee 
San Luis Park, Colorado. 


Answers to questions will be my aim in this article. 
A stream of letters from Liberals, full of queries, in- 
dicate that Freethinkers are truly interested in “one 
world at a time," and they appear to be willing to 
own anywhere from a quarter seetion to a square 
mile of the best part of that. In my next article I 
will gather all the ‘ Disadvantages of San Luis.” 
What people need is the plain, unvarnished truth 
about any new region. As 1 hold that a Liberal 
ought to tell the truth at all hazards, the readers of 
these articles shall hav it. I am not a real estate 
agent, and hav no corner lots for sale. This last 
sentence is not intended to cast any reflections upon 


-| terra firma brokers, but to’ giv my correspondents 


confidence. . 
How cold does:the weather get there in the winter time? 


To my California friend I answer: Last winter the 
cold was as low as 28° below zero, but not in the 
day time. The days are sunny and warm all winter 
through, with now and then an exception; are from 
20° to 30° warmer than the nights or early morn- 
ing. The five coldest days known here. were in 
January last. The temperature ranged 19°, 22°, 24°, 
28°. The lowest temperature in February was 7° 
below zero in the night.. From zero to 14° above is 
the lowest temperature, as a rule November 
weather ranges from 5° below to 29° above zero at 
Tam. At 2 pm, 35° to 52° above. I was here in 
December, the last days, and rode in an open buggy 
sixty miles over the valley. Coldest days 4° below 
zero. Usual range, 12° to 37° above at-7 am. At 
2PM uniform between 32? to 48° above zero. Very 
litiie snow falls in the valley. No heavy frosts later 
than May 1st, nor earlier than September 20th. 

The hottest days this summer, an unusually hot 
season, were 92°. Average mid-day heat less than 
80°. Cool nights. Pair of blankets and comforter 
every night, except one, when comforter only was 
omitted.  - 

However hot the days, there are cool gusts from 
the snow-capped mountains. As I am writing, Aug. 
24th, old Sierra Blanca yonder is covered with a 
fresh supply of snow, which came yesterday ; but in 
our lower region came in the form of copious and 
cool showers of rain. Ordinarily this-is a very 
dry climate. The number of sunshine days, one 
year with another, are 320 out of 365. 

To sum up, San Luis Park, 65 miles. wide, 160 
long, protected by vast mountain ranges, in form 
similar to a horse-shoe, with the opening on the 
south toward New Mexico, at one time supposed to 
be too elevated, 7,500 feet above sea level, too dry, 
too cold, to be valuable, except as an immense cattle 
range, turns out to hav a milder climate, more uni- 
form, less extreme cold, than the country from Chi. 
cago due Westward through Nebraska. It is the 
best horse and cattle growing country in the world. 
The free ranges in the mountains surrounding the 
Park are practically limitless. I am writing these 
letters specially for the benefit of my Liberal friends. 
Let me say, then, that the Liberal who will put a 
few hundred dollars, or two or. three thousand, into 
horses and cattle will get rich within a few years, 
and will bless that Infidel Jamieson for letting his 
light shine. To the young, enterprising, ambitious 
Liberal, who has his or her way to carve, who wishes 
to be successful in life (and who does:not?), let me 
say to you, who are not above honest labor, here is 
your chance. Avail yourself of these grand mount- 
ain ranges, free as the air you breathe. Too young, 
are you? In this very Park are two boys aged 
twelve and fourteen, who, with their shepherd dogs, 
take care of three thousand sheep. Day and night 
those shepherd boys tend the flock, sleep in a cov- 
ered wagon, cook their own meals, seven miles from 
home, their father bringing them a supply of provis 
ions once a week. "There's true grit for you. My 
young Liberal, are you looking for & business open- 
ing? Thousands of miles for horse and cattle range, 
not a cent to pay for food, free grazing nine or ten 
months out of the year. 

Will wheat, oats, barley, grow in this mountain valley ? 

- Yes, the best I ever saw. 

Is there much government land ? 

More than one hundred thousand aeres. 

À Zaleski, O., friend writes me, * being confident 
you will try to answer my questions correctly :" 


Is there sufficient 
Park? 


No. 

What crops can be grown? 

Wheat, oats, barley, millet, alfalfa, etc. 

Are there hard wind storms? ! . 

In the spring there are high winds; but there has 


never been a cyclone or a blizzard here ag far as 
known. 


Is the country prairie, or timbered ? 


rain-fall to produce good crops in the 


Prairie, covered with greasewood and chico. 
` Is coal or wood burnt, and where is it procured ? 


Wood, plenty. Greasewood all over the valley ; : 
pinon and red cedar from the mountains. The first ` 
free; pinon and cedar $3 to $4 a cord. 

Is the country well watered ? 

Soft water six to fourteen feet from the surface. 

Is your town on a railroad ? i ; : 

Monte Vista, our nearest village, fifteen miles dis- . 
tant, is a railroad town. ; 

Does the altitude of the Park cause heart trouble in middle- 
aged persons, or those naturally with weak hearts ? l 

Yes. ; 

Do you think consumptivs are benefited by that climate ? 


Yes; I think it is the best on the habitable globe 
for consumptivs. 

Hav you many Liberals? 

No. 2 

Monte Vista, Col. W. F. Jameson. 


—— —— — — 


Wonderful Absurdities. 


Look on this picture! There goes, along the 
sidewalk, old John Inventor, one of the wonders of 
all ages. On his back he carries a vessel filled with 
his absolute and unfailing fire-extinguisher. Its po- | 
téncy is marvelous; one moment of that gas, and the’ 
elements combining in combustion are separated by 
stronger affinities, and fire is instantly changed to 
drops of refreshing water, and stifling smoke clears 
up into pure air. He comes to the residence of a 
citizen, and wild cries of agony appal sensitiv ears. : 
At the windows above there are crowded a dozen — 
human beings, yelling, moaning, demanding help to 
escape. The whole lower story is crackling with 
flames, the rising smoke is suffocating—five minutes 
more and those imprisoned mortals will die, and their ' 
bodies will feed the flames. Old John casts an eye 
up to the horrid scene. A step to the window, a 
one-quarter turn of that stop-cock, and an ounce of 
that gas would subdue the fiercest blaze, and father 
and family are saved. No! not a bitof it. On goes 
old John, leaving all to certain destruction and a 
horrible death. What shall we do with old John for 
his fiendish inhumanity? Why, a Christian mob 
took him out and hanged him high as Haman. Now, 
these bloody Christians had an all-wise, loving, kind, - 
salvation-giving (through faith), and omniscient God 
who was present at that fire as well as old John. 
He had the power; he made the world in an hour, 
and he. could make a small Noah's flood in the 
twinkling of an eye. 

It cannot but be that there is no such God, sitting 
with a sparrow in his hand. No merciful creator 
would, with power present in his will, suffer the 
burning ship to go down, and yet there are men of 
ordinary good sense teaching their children a mess 
of blasphemous nonsense about an almighty God. 
* Why don’t men think?” The argument is unan- 
swerable—there does not exist a Christian God, with 
oversight over all, treasuring up every action of hu- 
manity to be brought forward in judgment. A per- 
fect God could not exist alongside of such evils and 
miseries of his family and not put the evils away. 
A perfect God could not make and maintain an all- 
powerful devil. What an absurdity is this Christian 
system, invented by designing man for the propaga- 
tion and maintenance of power and profit! It will 
continue while men are ignorant—the more ignorant, 
the better picking for priests. 

There is a power existent, an unknown and incom- 
prehensible power. Under this power things hav 
always moved on, and will eternally move on—no 
let up; no cessation; no stoppage to hav a judgment 
of the action of men; no fool boy’s-play of making 
man and then tormenting him in all eternity simply 
because he exists, and that without his own consent. 
What a batch of contemptible absurdities can be 
propagated to enslave mankind ! 

I hav just been reading Judge Waite's “ History 
of Christianity During the First Two Centuries.” It 
is appalling to think how little the average Christian 
knows of the origin, growth, and absurdity of the. 
religion of Christ. The New Testament gospels are 
only a lot of unfathered, heterogeneous jumbles of 
rubbish that were made by different men during the. 
first two centuries. The proof is positiv, and the 
presumption great, that the old Roman church has 
doctored the matter up in its own interest from time 
to time. Many of the gospels written early, and that 
were used by the first congregations, are lost. The 
four canonical gospels of the present day were. 
forged well-nigh two hundred years after Christ. It 
is marvelous to learn how many gospels were written 
at the start. The early church had gospels enough. 
to load a car, but designing men, such as to-day are : 
given. place and a big salery to deceive the people, 
destroyed tons of gospels, and arranged a few for 
power and “revenue only." No one knows who the 
authors were. The gospels are guessed off “ accord- 
ing to Matthew,” “according to Mark,” etc. And 
yet the deception goes on ; ignorant man is still ter- 
rorized with the fear of purgatory, hell, excommuni- 
cation, and all the other silly anathemas of the 
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infernal priesthood. The chief pene of the an- 
cients were “religion and war.” They went together. 
With a sword in one hand, and a ‘revealed gospel" 
in the other, with a * Thus saith the Lord” coming 
from their mouths, a scurvy set of rapscallions raced 
over the earth, killing, debauching, and robbing tili 
blood and ashes were as common as Doxious weeds. 
And yet we hav this gigantic scheme of plunder held 
up as the great civilizer of the world. O Absurdity, 
Absurdity! thy vassals are many. Josan Busuet. 


Che American Secular Anion. 


COURTLANDT PALMER, President. 


BAMuEL P. Putnam, Secretary, - - 750 West Lake St., Chicago. 
QHARLES ECKHARD, Treas., 28 Lafayette Pi., New York. 

4j. B. FooTE, JR., Chair. Ex. Com., 120 Lexington Ave., New York. 
E. A. STEVENS, Chair. Fin. Com., - 750 West Lake St., Chicago. 


Cali for the Eleventh Annual Congress of the 
i American Secular Union: 


To the Auxiliary Secular Unions and to all citizens 
of the United States and Canadas who support 
the Nine Demands of Liberalism: . 

You are wanted to attend the Eleventh Annual 
Congress of the Ameriean Seeular Union, to be held 
at Chicago, October 15th and 16th. 

The Congress will be called upon to consider 
measures for carrying on the work of Freethought 
and securing the adoption of such laws by the various 
state governments and by the national government as 
shall make the United States thoroughly secular, and 
the repeal of all laws now on the statute books 
which conflict with the Nine Demands of Liberalism. 

Local auxiliary Unions are entitled by the Union 
constitution to five representativs—the President and 
Secretary and three delegates. All charter-members 
and life-members, all Vice Presidents, all Chairmen of 
state Hxecutiv Committees, are entitled to seats and 
votes in the Congress. Annual members are entitled 
to seats, but not votes, except by permission of the 
Congress. À i 

It is hoped that every auxiliary Union will send a 
full delegation to the Congress, and that every Free- 
thinker in the United States and Canada who can 
will be present. 

Per order Board of Directors: 

- COURTLANDT PALMER, Pres 
Sauvzr P. Pornam, Sec. 
E. A. Srevens, Ch. Fin. Com.: 
Cunas. Ecxnanp, Treas. 
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August Statement of Treasurer. 


; REOEIPTS. 
1887. i 
Reported receipts..........i esses $1,724 21 
Aug. 29. Portland............... per C. Beali ............. 2100 
'" 29. McMinnville..........per W. T. Booth...... 25.00 
‘© 92. Kenneth Cambell...per 8. P. P............. 5 00 
' 99. I. K. Bean............. per . Te. nnog.. 5 00 
** 29. Corwvallis.: .per B. F. Hyland 20 00 
* 22. Stayton.. «per Wm. Sims...... io 85.00 
“ 22. Silverton....... ..per M. Fitzgerald.... 15 00 
** 22. Torrent Grove:......per H. Buxton....... i 25 00 
** 22. East Portland.. . 2 50 
* 22. Portland....... 8.50 
* 22. Eagle Creek 15 00 
te 22. Astoria...:s 20 00 
'" 22. Snohomish:.......... 50 00 
* 22. Port Angeles......... 15.00 
* 422. Port Townsend 81.00 
" 29. Newcastle............. 20 00 
Total receipts. ..... DER $2 036.21 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
Reported Disbursements. ..................... $1,659.11 
Aug. 22. 8. P. Putnam..;.....per Treagurer.......... 312.00 
s Total disbursements..........................- $1.971.11 
Aug. 81, 1887. Cuas. EOKHARD, Treasurer. 
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News and Notes. 


Goldendale does not answer much to the music of 
its name. It is one of the most orthodox places I 
hav struck. It is twelve miles from the railroad and 
one hundred years behind the times. The biue laws 
of Connecticut are still rampant in its political con- 
trol; and there is a mental stagnation which is simply 
death-like. If I had not been in the genial society 
of “Uncle Hank,” as they call him, I do not know if 
I could hav withstood the frigid temperature of this 
“world before the flood.” But friend Young has 
kept the battle a-going for over a quarter of a 
century, and overflows with vitality. It is impossi- 
ble to conquer him. Like General Zach. Taylor, he 
never knows when he is whipped. The. orthodox 
hav prayed mightily that he might depart, but he is 
with them stiil, and is likely to be until victory 
shines for Freethought. 

.. He owns the hall in which the lectures were given, 
and with this fort at our command we kept the fight 
up from Friday until Monday evening. We had fair 
audiences, and friends came from a distance. The 
ground has been broken and there is chance for bet- 
ter work hereafter. Mr. Young and his family are 
stalwart Liberals, and with these are James Parrett, 
the Andersons and their families, Caarles Morris, 
Thomas Stapleton, etc., and sometime this strong- 


place who are bound to win in spite of all odds. 


— 


hold of ecclesiasticism will fee! the breath of civiliza- 
tion and know that the world moves on. Goldeu- 
dale.is too beantiful a plaee to be enthralled by the 
“Dark Ages." Its shining fields and glittering hills 
shall sound with freedom's happy voice. 

Over the dusty hights we travel again to the broad 
Columbia. An all-night ride brings us eastward to 
Union, a quiet place that feels no boom, and hence is 
devoid of excitement and tumult. It is beautifully 
situated in Grand Round Valley. Ample and fruitful 
harvest lands are about it, radiant with the smiles of 
summer, and mingling pictures of gold and green. 
Noble hills inclose the expanding vale, and beyond 
tower the snowy peaks. Union missed the railroad 
by about three miles, and hence its quietude. How- 
ever, its citizens hav raised nearly $100 000 for a 
woollen mill, and the prospects are that Union will re- 
sound with the march of progress. I had two meet- 
ings here and a good attendance, although the ortho 
dox ministers held a solemn conclave and decided 
not to go themselvs, and to advise all good Christians 
to stay away for fear that their minds might be 
poisoned by the argument of the Infidel. One min- 
ister, however, had the courage to come the first 
night, and risk his soul’s salvation for the sake of a 
little knowledge of what the Fieethinkers are doing. 
He is said to be quite liberal for a clergyman, and so 
I hope for a fair report. Without doubt he will ac- 
cept everything I declared as true, and then label it 
Christianity. ' 

I enjoyed the hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. G. A. 
Thompson. Mrs. Thompson, a little while ago, was 
a member of the Methodist church, but the reading 
of Thomas Paine has made her an enthusiastie Lib- 
eral Messrs. A. R. Jones and Geo. E. Owen, of the 
Oregon Scout, are editors who dare to speak their 
mind. They hav been so bold in some of their criti- 
cisms that a clergyman sued them for ten thousand 
dollars damages, but the jury acquitted the editors 
on the ground that what they said was true, and 
should hav been exposed. Olergymen seem to think 
they can be dishonest, and no one has a right to crit- 
icise. They want the “benefit of clergy” on every 
occasion. They don't yet realize that they are living 
in a free country. J. B. Eaton, Judge E. C. Brain- 
ard, S. A. Pursel, D. P. McDaniels, E. E. Vincent, J. 
C. Summers, N. Tartar, J. R. Foster, E. H. Miller, 
etc., are friends in Union who made our stay most 
pleasant, and our work full of promis for the future. 

Friday we came on to bright and thriving Baker 
City in Powder River Valley, about thirty-five 
miles eastward of Union. Here I find one of the 
best points of my whole tour. Large audiences 
greeted me, several hundred being present at each 
lecture. There are sone live workers here in this 
A 
temperance revival in the “name of Jesus” bad just 
been sweeping the town before my arrival, and about 
nine hundred names secured for the pledge. It was 
announced that I had come to destroy all this good 
work, and I suppose many thought that I was the 
devil himself. The people, however, were surprised 
when they found that Infidelity accepted every good 
thing, just so far as it was really good and for the 
welfare of humanity; that it overthrew only the 
wrong and accepted al) the right ‘on heathen or on 
Christian grounds.” . 

On Sunday our meetings were full and enthu- 
siastie, and a Secular Union was formed with nearly 
a hundred members, and I believe it will do a noble 
work for Baker county and Eastern Oregon. 

Baker City—named after Colonel Baker of illus- 
trious memory—is in the midst of a good farming 
and stock country, and the mountains about it are 
freighted with the precious metals, and extensiv mills 
are being built. Baker City, as the center of all this 
business enterprise, has a promising career and will 
be a chief town of Eastern Oregon. 

Wesley T. Miller, who is one of the correspondents 
of Tae Trurs SEErxrn, has plenty of clear grit, and 
has fought many a battle right in the face of ortho- 
doxy, and has experienced what it is to be in an un- 
popular cause. He has the enthusiasm of humanity 
and knows no such word as fail. His energetic 
efforts hav contributed largely to the success of the 
movement here. 

John R. Coleman, president of the Union, has the 
fire and undaunted courage of youth, and will make 
an excellent officer. He is generous and outspoken 
in support of our cause. 

Judge Schofieid is one of the honored citizens of 
the piace—respected for his integrity and intelli- 
gence. He has never been afraid to speak his honest 
thought. The Christians here hav felt many a keen 
thrust of his brilliant blade. 

W. W. Treat is a frontiersman all over. I don't 
think he would be at home anywhere except in * *en- 
terprises of great pith and moment,” where fortunes 
are won by the stroke of the hammer. 

Mrs. Mary E. Edgington is one of those brave 
women who can work if need be. 
affluence to poverty, she does not lose her happiness. 
and has a heart for any fate. She is a stanch 
Liberalend a friend of humanity in every sense of 
the word. 

I had the pleasure of spending a day with Mr. and 


Reduced from 


Mrs. J. L. Baisley, with their four little children, 
who liv on the brow of the mountains in a beautiful 
spot overlooking the broad valley. with glimpses of 
snowy peaks two hundred milesaway. Round about 
are the placer mines, where hundreds of thousanda 
of dollars hav been taken out. It is quite a science, 
I find, to know how to get the gold dust out of the 
rocky ribs I am glad that my friend Baisley has 
hit the golden wand, and can reap his harvest from 
the dark chambers of the earth. 

Dr. W. T. Shelton walked about fifty miles from 
his home among the hills to attend the lecture, and 
it was a pleasure, indeed, to shake hands with such 
a magnificent Infidel. 

Wm. Hindman, of Burnt Hiver, twenty miles awüy, 
was also present, and he, too, has been one of our 
unflinching pioneers. __ S 

Jack Plummer, of North Powder, twenty-four 
miles off, was also on hand, and is one of the officers 
of the Union. He is almost alone where he is, in an 
orthodox community, but he carriés his colors so 
that everyone ean see. 

Geo. L. Hayes, and wife, and son, and other 
friends came from Pocahontas, nine miles away, and 
are among our forces for future work. 

Ed. T. Mayhan, Asa Dolph, Ike Henshaw, H. C. 
Durkey, Samuel Williams, David Kelly, C. H. Haya- 
boom, and others are also good and true, every inch 
of them, to the cause of Freethought. I hav had a 
joyous labor amid these splendid comrades, and I 
look forward to grand advance for truth and human- 
ity. d 

To-day I leave for Prairie City, seventy miles off 
among the hills, over a rough road, and I must take 
the stage and travel all night. I hope to survive all 
jolts and tumbles safe and sound. I expect a busy 
campaign in this remote country, and to be paid in ` 
happy toil for the laborious journey. 

I shall he at Weiser City, Idaho, Sept. 7th; at 
Emmet!’s from Sept. 5th to 15th; at Boise City, 
16th, 17th, and 18th; at Salt Lake, Sept. 24th and 
25th ; at Canon City, Sept. 30th, and Oct. 1st, and 
2d; and at Chicago, Oct. 15th and 16th for Annual 
Congress. Samuet P. Purnam. 


From the Oregon Scout of August Bth. . 

As per announcement, the gifted orator. Samuel P. Put- 
nam. secretary of the American Secular Union, lectured on 
Wednesday and Thursday evenings of this week in this city. 
The lectures were largely attended by the intelligent and 
progressiv people here, and were greatly enjoyed, being a 
veritable feast of reason and flow of soul. On the subjects, 
“ Universal Mental Liberty " and ‘‘The New Heaven and 
Earth,” Mr. Putnam fully sustained the high reputation that 
had preceded him. He is one of the most logical and per- 
sunsiv reasoners it has been our good fortune to listen to, and 
no one can sit under the sound of his voice and not be im- 
pressed with the correctress of his views or carried away by 
the sincerity of bis vehement and eloquent utterances. We 
regret that he could not remain witb us longer, and that our 
limited space forbids a more extended notice in these col- 
umns. His work in this city, though brief, will not fail of 
beneficial results, and no doubt the seeds he has sown will 
take root, and grow, and blossom in soil unused to aught of 
beauty heretofore, and come to full fruition in the sunlight 
of that universal mental liberty that is near at hand. It isa 
noble work to knock the shackles from the feet of toiling © 
bondamen everywhere, but nobler still is the work of freeing 
the mind of man from the superstition, and fear, and dark- 
ness that hav so long enshrouded it. In this work we are 
quite sure that Mr. Putnam, no matter in what part of the 
world he may be, wil! be found laboring faithfully and well. 


"The best wishes of many friends go with him. 


_ to ; 
The Annual Idler. 


My Drar Brorner: For the three weeks ending 
August 27th I hav been a portion of the picturesque 
landscape in parts of Cheshire county, New Hamp- 
shire. No doubt there are ten thousand young men 
in New York besides myself who take an annual vaca- 
tion, but I am the only one that goes to Surry, N. H, 
and mingles picturesquely with the landscape. Iam 
also, perhaps, the only one among ten thousand who 
is allowed to print his remarks. The others restrict 
themselvs to oral recitations about the fish they 
caught. I went fishing once, but I am not enough 
of a liar to make an account of it exciting. Next to 
being an expert angler it is necessary that a fisher- 
man be able to he; and if there is any one thing 
more than another that I tie to as a historian, it is 
the unalterable and everlasting truth. 

It was August the 7th when I took the steamer 
Pilgrim, 390 feet long, 87 feet wide, 50 feet deep, 
and comfortably full.. These statistics refer to the 
steamer. I wore a slouch hat that I was conscious 
made me look like a villain; a sixteen-inch valise in 
library binding and with two surcingles around it; 
Mr. Wettsteins' emblem of mentai emancipation 
gleaming in a rich, ten.dollar way from just below 
my left clavicle, and a countenance illuminated from 
within by the light of an unsullied conscience. I 
greatly regretted having put ona hat that did me 
such injustice, but I drew a measure of comfort 
from the sad fortunes of a youth in a white stovepipe 
that belted itself out of shape against whatever ob- 
ject the builders of the boat had provided for that 
purpose. Carlyle’s “Sartor Resartus” is devoted to 
a consideration of clothes. I do not think he pays 
attention enough to the hat, which, with its contem- 
porary, the suspender, ranks next to the liver in its 
influence on human destiny. 
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The Pilgrim is furnished with a band of musicians 
in red jackets, who struck up a lively air as we got 
away from the dock. No doubt those left behind be- 
lieved in their trusting hearts that we were to hav 
music all the way, but wedid not. As soon as we 
were out of sight of New York, the piccolo man 
picked his piccolo to pieces and put it in his pocket, 
the buglers extricated themselvs from their instru- 
ments, and the trombone tooter gave his right arm a 
short rest and then rubbed his left biceps to get the 
cramp out of it; then the disciples of divine melody 
disappeared, and shortly thereafter developed into 
passengers on the hurricane deck smoking strong 
cigars. ; 

The price of accommodations on ihe Pilgrim is 
subject, I should judge, to sudden and violent 
fluctuations. Soon after I went aboard I joined the 
line of passengers who were walking on one another's 
heels past the captain’s office, and on reaching the 
window presented my ticket and asked for a state- 
room key. ‘Three dollars,” said the red-whiskered 
minion of monopoly. I had three dollars in my 
inside pocket, but I thought I would prefer enjoying 
it awake to investing it in & few of those brief 
periods of partial paralvsis that pass for sleep on 
side-wheel steamers. “ Nothing less?" said I. “Not 
a thing," said he. The man standing on my heels 
paid the three dollars and got a room. -The next and 
the next did the same. My three dollars remained 
in my inside pocket. On the wing deck there was a 
big coil of rope, upon which I sat and viewed the 
scenery on the Connecticut shore until the proces- 
sion had passed the window of the captain’s office, 
and the red-whiskered minion sat twiddling his 
thumbs and looking lonesome. Then I went up, 
leaned on the: brass rail in front of him, and blandly 
inquired the price of staterooms. “ Do you want a 
two dollar room or a one-dollar room?” said the 


minion. “ What is the difference?" I asked. “One 
dollar,” said he. “The rooms are alike?" I sug- 
gested. “I can giv you a good room for a dollar," 


he replied, evasivly. _I took it. Whether it was the 
same one I should hav secured for three dollars Í am 
not going to guess. At any rate, it had two beds in 
it, an electric light that turned on and off with 
a button, and a slave near by, who, according to the 
announcement of a card posted in the stateroom, was 
bound to be attentiv under dire penalties. 


I made but one acquaintance while on the Pilgrim. 
I was standing on the main deck, looking over the 
rail A two-masted vessel, square-rigged forward 
and schooner-rigged aft, was coming down the sound 
with a load of lumber, but I was not paying it any 
special attention, when a voice alongside of me said, 
ti Can ye tell where that fellow is from?” The man 
who thus remarked was about fifty years old, had a 
brown beard, a smell of the sea, and an air of inde- 
pendence about him. “Who?” I returned; “ the 
brigantine?” The man drew forth a piece of tobacco 
and a jackknife, closed one eye, and cut off a chunk 
of the weed, which he laid upon his tongue as far 
back as he could reach, and then calmly and deliber- 
ately proceeded to chew it. “Naw, the morphydike 
‘brig over there on the port hand. She's from way 
down—Maine or the provinces." D 


I didn't contradict him and he went on to say that 
he had followed the sea for thirty-seven years, and 
was going to visit his boyhood home in Massachsetts. 
His last voyage had been to the Bahamas. He had 
some cigars with him that he had smuggled into this 
country, and after smoking one I thought he might 
smuggle them out again without any objection being 
raised. I believe he said he bought them in Nassau, 
Bahama Islands, at the rate of two for a cent. He 
had some interesting things to relate about the un- 
‘conventional dress and manners of people .in tropical 
countries, and said I ought to gothere. He believed 
I would like it. He owned that the southern 
populace were less enlightened than the people of 
the North, but, in his opinion, that defect was atoned 
for by their superior immorality. In exchange for 
the information he imparted to me I gave him one 
of the beds in my stateroom that night. He got into 
it with his trousers on, saying, in answer to my ad- 
vice that he better take them off, that sailors always 
slept in their “ pants" when under way. I got the 
impression at the time, however, that he suspected 
me of having offered him a bed with the intention of 
robbing him in his sieep and swimming ashore with 
his effects. .But morning restored his confidence, 
and as the boat lay at the wharf in Fall River, and 
we sat on deck in the gray light of daybreak, waiting 
for the train, he grew philosophical, discoursed in a 
quaint way on the mental poverty of those who 
spend their lives ashore, and advised me, as a man 
older than myself, and having been in foreign parts, 
to try and pick up a little edgication as I went 
through life. Warming to his subject. he dropped 
gems like this. Quoth he: “A man may be poor, 
and if he wears good close no one will know that he 
ain't rich. But if he is onedgicated everybody ‘is 
bound to get on to it. Likewise the onedgicated 
man is consaited. Coming up from Nassau, last 
voyage, a feller aboard that didn’t know enough to 
tie n bowlin’ cont’dicted me, that’s follered the sea 


in all countries? 


.Ignorance and disreligion goes together. 
you find one, t'other's alongside. 
That’s what J say." 


took the train. 
he could see the factory girls on their way to work. 


He said P'all River girls had the reputation of being 
“ good-lookers.” 


were, all girls being beautiful. 


the passengers lunched and the conductor punched 
until eleven o'clock. Then we arrived at Keene, 
N. H., and I got out. 
change to any startling extent in a year. 
that here in Keene, acity of six thousand inhabitants, 
no new building has been erected in the past twelve 
months. 
and both the friends and enemies of that institution 
freely admit that under it there has been no noticea- 
ble increase in the sale of liquor or in drunkenness. 


the head of “ Bric-a- Brac " that 1 had made the paper 
a “ pleasant call ;” which was quite agreeable, but why 
should I be inventoried as bric-a brac ? 


laneous collection of the rare and antique ? 


for thirty-seven year, when I mentioned that Colum- 
Dam a ignorant 
That's what Zsay. Git edgication if you want 
.to keep clear of blunders. A man gits lernin' outer 
books, he gits edgication outer ships, fore and aft, 
Now I'm goin’ up ho.ue where they 
But hell I 
couldn't. stay there. Whisky, bygod, ten cents a 
drink, and damnation poor at that. . Now I’ve got a 


bus come over in the Mayflower. 
man. 


alow and aloft. 
never see the color of deep water. 


bottle of rum here in my pocket that come from 
Jamaky. Try it. No? That shows the kind of 
edgication folks gets ashore. A man that'll speak of 
a morphydike brig and call it a brigantyne, and run 
away from Jamaky rum when it’s held out to him by 
a gentleman, has got a good deal to learn. "That's 
what 7 say." ` Having delivered himself thus, he sur- 
veyed ‘me for some time to note the effect. Then he 
walked to the rail, squirted some tobacco juice upon 
a passenger who was leaving the: boat, came back, 
and said: “Likewise git religion. Cuss a onrelig- 


‘ious man. Look at Catholics, which I don't call Chris- 


tians. They hain’t religion; and what is Catholics 
They don’t believe in God, and 
they bows themselvs down to himages. Ignorant! 
Where 
Avast! Hell! 
I left the boat at the close of the benediction and 
The old sailor waited for the next so 


I took it for granted that they 


There was no orchestra in the train, but we had a 


squalling baby. along, and a man with his arm in a 
sling and several slings on his breath, fell over my 
ga into the seat with me, and made me his confi- 

ant. 
young fellow to get married and settle down. I 
expect his intention was to talk me to sleep and 
then use me for a pillow, but he foiled his own de- 
sign, and likewise illustrated his remark about settling 
down, by shortly collapsing into an inert mass and 
going to sleep himself. 
Rhode Island, and had broken his arm by falling 
from a staging in a fit of temporary sobriety. 
the size of a bottle which protruded from his pocket, 
I inferred that he was in no immediate danger of a 
relapse. 
hibition state, which may or may not hav anything to 
do with the matter. ^ 


He had @ wife at home, and he advised every 


He was a painter from 


From 
I understand that Rhode Island is a Pro- 
The cars banged and rattled and whooped along ; 


New England towns do not 
I heard 


Prohibition, however, has been introduced, 


While the people take larger drinks, they do not 
drink so often. I dropped in early at the office of a 
local paper that I take regularly and pay for irregu- 
larly, and tendered payment for a year in advance, 
which was received by the foreman of the printing- 
office. In the next issue the editor announced under 


Am Ia curi- 
osity, a ceramic, a piece of ancient pottery, a miscel- 
I pause 
for a reply, during which I will proceed with this 
letter. 

As usual, I headed for Surry. That is the place 
where I was, to a certain extent, brought up. The 
locality where I lived they called Surry Hil. Surry 
Hill is surrounded by hills, beyond which are hills. 
If you look between these hills, you see other hills 
farther away overlapping each other and standing 
against the horizon like the faces in a composit pho- 
tograph, until finally the sky touches their summits 
and seems to shut off the view. J found the farmers 
haying still. In the first part of the summer rain 
prevailed, which was immediately succeeded by moist- 
ure, and thereafter followed by dampness. It was 
bot, and everything grew, but there was no sunshine. 


‘Meadow hay that was down was likely to float away, 


and. the overflowing streams filled the bottom with 
sand that took the edge off a scythe and made more 
profanity than the hay would sell for. I heard a 
religious man say that some of the farmers had come 
to the conclusion that either there was no overruling 
providence or that the judgment was upon them. 
He said, further, that the greater part of the hay cut 
in New Hampshire during the current season had 
been cured by running it through a clothes-wringer 
in the house and laying it under the stove to dry. I 
doubt the earnestness of a professed Christian who 
would undertake to work off that sort of an item on 
a city man looking for news, Another granger, 
speaking of stout grass, told me that he had a piece 
of land whera it grew so thick that there was no 
room for it to fall down, so ij stood up after the 


mowing machine had cut it off at the bottom, and he 
had to hav a boy follow the machine and put up 
stakes with little flags on them to tell where he had 
mowed. When he came to cart the hay the tumbles 
were so close together that he couldn’t drive onto 
the ground and he had to back up toit. This is a 
true account. I saw the piece of land the hay came off 
from, and the man who owns it and who told the 
story is affiliated with the Baptist church; and I hope 
the day hasn’t arrived when the word of a Baptist 
church-member can be lightly doubted. 

For about a week I devoted portions of my time 
to haying and harvesting. A trifling incident oc- 
curred which I must relate in order that & true and 
veracious account of it may forestall any exaggerated 
version of the affair that might reach you. Two 
loads of -oats stood one day in two barnfloors forty 
feet apart. I assisted to get one of them into the 
mow. It was desired to put the other on top of it: 
The empty wagon was therefore run out of the way 
and a horse hitched to the rear of the loaded wagon. 
Back of the barn was a little rise. When the load 
had been drawn out far enough, the team was.to be 
put on the front end and draw it into the other barn. 
It didn’t get there exactly in that way, as I recall the 
circumstances. It was assigned to me to lead the 
horse, the owner handling the pole, by which he ex- 
pected- to steer the wagon. The family dog sat a 
little way off and looked on with an intelligent smile, 
The horse did not impress me as a powerful animal, 
and I was unprepared for the amount of physicel 
resource which he devetoped when the man at the 
pole sang out to me to go ahead. I spoke encourag- 
ingly to the horse. A good deal followed, and it fol- 
lowed immediately. The horse pawed once with his 
off forefoot. Then he galloped. I had him by the 
bit, and traveled forty feet at four steps in one sec- 
ond. It is a pleasant day; the sun shines soft 
through a hazy atmosphere; the cowbells tinkle in 
the glade. From the near distance comes the sound 
of an organ swelling the anthem of praise, and the 
voice of the granger swearing at a wild and untamed 
heifer as he chases her through the cornfield rustling 
with the banners of advancing autumn. The tail end 
of the wagon went up the hill to the west; the horse 
charged toward the polar star; the load of oats made 
a graceful flop and turned bottom upward, the 
wheels revolving in the air. The horse stopped, 
stretched out his head to loosen the reins, and then 
went quietly to feeding on the grass at his feet; the 
family dog nearly broke his back in a paroxysm of 
unutterable joy, and a neighbor driving by stopped 
to remark kindly that the wagon was in “good shape 
for greasin’.” The disaster is said to hav been due 
to the way Iled the horse. I deny that Iled him. 
He led meat high speed. I must wash my hands 
of all responsibility for what occurred under circum- ` 
stances over which I had positivly no control. I only 
know that it was a pleasant day, the sun shone soft 
through a hazy atmosphere, and the surroundings 
were substantially as described above. 

In my strolling to and fro over these hills, I was so 
fortunate as to retain the same sedate horse and 
comfortable carriage that hav for several years helped 
me to enjoy my annual idling. I got a different and 
younger horse the first day, but he proved to be 
such an inordinate glutton that he endangered his 
own health. In one hour he could drink a barrel of 
water, and eat his way out. of sight into a hay mow. 
I took him back at the end of the first day and ac- 
quainted the owner with his fault. The man said he 
meant to hav told me before that the horse hadn't 
“scarcely any judgment” about his diet, and let me 
hav last year's horseagain. The old fellow, I believe, 
sometimes thinks of his youth, when he could travel 
fast, and at such times he will make earnest efforts . 
to keep up with other horses. I once tried a dis- 
suade him from such an attempt, but he resented it 
and stood up on bis hind feet and pawed the air in a 
way that alarmed me. His forelegs curve forward 
so that he stands on tiptoe, and a little box of grease 
goes with him for anointing his heels. His contem- 
plativ babits continue, and he still stops occasionally 
and stands buried in deep reverie, until he is asked 
to proceed, which he does with & sigh that comes 
near being a howl. i 

Here closes the first instalment of this brief 
pastoral sketch. Certain hints from the Editor, 
which I do not feel at liberty to disregard, induce 
me to stop here. The end is not yet. There is 
more to follow. The subject will be resumed in the 
next issue, wbich issue, I think I am justified in 
inferring, will be awaited with great impatience by 
those of your readers whose communications are to 

in the same paper. 
oe ET Gzorce E: Macponap. 


Tne Rev. D. Seymour, who ran away with Fanny J. 
Henry, wife of one of his parishioners, hails from Janesville, 
Minnesota, not Wisconsin, as we erroneously stated. We 
make this correction at the instance of a resident of Janes- 
ville, Wis., who wishes to preserve the reputation of his 
town. Mr. Seymour ard his paramour were arrested in this 
town, but let go, as the governor of Minnesota refused to 
issue a requisition. Mr. Seymour was warned, however, not 
to return to Minnesota, f 
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Communications. 


Great Wrongs—The Cause and Remedy. 


From all quarters of the land we hear the cry of 
‘the oppressed, which indicates that the people are 
under a galling yoke, and suffering from burdens 
“grievous to be borne. There are complaints of 
slavery, ostracism, and wanton cruelty in this fair 
-land of ours, where liberty is the emblem, and free- 
dom our guiding star. These murmurings do not in 
all cases arise from a specific class of persons, but in 
"some instances embrace all classes and grades of the 
‘human family. M 

Equality is the birthright vouchsafed mankind by 
nature, acknowledged by the framers of our Constitu- 
ion, and for the benefits of which the people clamor. 

This innate longing for the opportunity to exer- 
eise and enjoy the rights and privileges whieh are 

` theirs by nature, but denied them by their fellow- 
‘beings, can be held in check and temporarily con- 
-troled, only to the further injury of the oppressed, 
and will at last break forth with renewed power to 
"accomplish and sustain. 
rights" advocate, our "labor reform" champion, 
and the conscientious supporter of Freethought and 
free speech. 
: "We cannot ignore these great questions of the 
‘day, or ridicule them into the background, without 
-heaping coals of fire on our own heads or those of 
- posterity. They will not forever down! “Truth 
crushed to earth will rise again!” And all of us can 
see that there is much truth in the portrayal of wrong 
‘in these questions, but through selfish motivs, or 
‘inability to comprehend the hight and depth and 
breadth thereof, and propose a plan for the righting 
of these wrongs, we sneer and ridicule, and say: 
“There is no help for it; no remedy; it is the cus- 
tom ; the established rule, and its overthrow would 
disrupt our government.” It may as well be said that 
we are non-progressiv in the face of many evidences 
to the contrary; that there is no such thing as justice, 
and no sympathy in the.human heart; that the great 
law written in the very nature of noble men and 
women: “Do unto others as ye would that others 
should do unto you,” is an. insufficient guide, and an 
unsafe rule to govern action. 
Take physic, pomp; expose thyself to feel what wretches 
feel, . : 
And then will mankind comprehend these great 
problems, and the solution will be self-suggestiv. 
. Then, we will not evade these momentous questions, 
nor endeavor to crowd them out of mind through 
_ self-interest, leaving them for posterity to consider 
and provide for. 

These questions are thrust upon us for our con- 
sideration, and, having their Birth in our day, belong 
to us, and posterity has no inheritance in them 
except the benefits to be derived from their present 
solution. 

For a time was the slavery of the negro tolerated, 
yea, even sanctioned, by a vast number of American 

` citizens. But at last the enormities and cruelties of 
the system became known ; sentiment against it was 
. created ; human sympathy was enlisted in favor of 
. its suppression, and thousands of noble sons flew to 
the rescue of their unfortunate brother, procuring 
. for him, and protecting him in, those rights which 
were his by nature, even at the risk of their own 
.lives. How came all this? The burden of the 
colored man became unendurable; it caused him to 
cry out in the anguish of his soul; his cry reached 
the ear of sympathy, and, his wretchedness made 
known throughout the land, strong arms came to the 
rescue. The wrongs of which he complained were 
not imaginary, they were real. His humane white 
brother took a view of the situation; * exposed him- 
self to feel what wretches felt," then obeyed the most 
holy promptings of the human heart to “do unto 
‘others as ye would that others should do unto you.” 
: It is natural for us to patiently endure. wrongs 
: heaped upon us until they become unbearable, then 
we utter our protest. We take pride in suffering 
without complaint until we see that our chief inter- 
ests, are endangered; then we endeavor to enlist 
sympathy and secure aid. So we may take it as true 
in nine cases out of ten, where help is sought, help 
is needed; that this power of endurance has been 
taxed to the utmost. And this being our conviction, 
let us not be heedless of the ery for ** woman's rights,” 


“labor reform,” “free thought,” and “ free speech.” 


As American citizens we bow to no king, but as- 
sert our right and ability to govern ourselvs. Let 
us take heed, then, that we do not usurp authority 
nor attempt to “lord it” over others. We pride our- 
‘selvs on justice and right.. Then. let us banish all 
self-interest and see that justice is done unto all 
mankind, and that right rules. And let us who hav 
Freethought and free speech for our standard not be 
guilty of an attempt to smother the cry of some one 
less fortunate than ourselvs. Our perceptiv faculties 
are not so activ as to enable us to see where assist- 
ance should be rendered until the despairing cry, 
* Help, I sink!” of the storm-tossed mariner falls 
upon our ear and arouses our sympathy. Let us not 


It givs us our “ woman's: 
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elose the only channel through which his salvation 
comes—the right to speak. . 
ORIGIN OF THESE WRONGS. : 

We think that the idea of a God who indorses such 
things as slavery and servitude, and controls thought 
or speech, as set forth in so-called sacred books, is 
the principal source of all this tyranny. Let the 
teachings and influence of one of these alleged sacred 
books serve to illustrate the effects of all upon man- 
kind. We take the Bible. ; 

Upon examination we find that the Bible teaches 
that slavery is right; that the man whom fortune 
has favored is entitled to the services of his neighbor 
without compensation; that it is right to steal, pro- 
vided you steal from the “heathen ;" that it is right 
to amass wealth, no matter how many backs are left 
naked or mouths unfed, because of so much wealth 
being centered in one individual; that God's 
* chosen" may grow rieh on the unrequited labor of 
another; yet. there is no wrong perpetrated, no 
wrong, no wrong! It is God's decree, therefore 
right and just. Yet this God who is said to be “no 
respecter of persons " heeds not the fact that plenty 
of food, raiment, and liberty contributes largely to 
the happiness of mankind; and that it is better to 
clothe two than one; that it is more humane to feed 
two hungry mouths than to suffer one to undergo 
the pain and misery which attend starvation ; that, 
according to his laws, my weal is another's woe; that 
my pleasure is another's pain; that my aggrandize- 
ment is somebody's degradation; that my wealth 
means poverty to others. 

I take it as a logical conclusion that if A should 
not take the life of B because the latter has the same 
right to life as the former, then A should not be per- 
mitted to control means which Bhas need of. because 
his life can be preserved only by supplying its wants, 
which the surplus means of A would enable him to 
do. If A withholds a surplus amount of means which 
B stands in need of, he is guilty of indirect murder. 
All men are endowed by nature with “certain in- 
alienable rights,” among which are “life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness.” Then, seeing that A’s life 
is no more precious than the life of B, we can readily 
see that whatever tends to perpetuate, gladden, and 
render pleasant the life of A should also lend its in- 
fluence on the life pathway of B.. And as good food, 
sufficient clothing, shelter, money, education, etc., 
are indispensable to A’s comfort and happiness, so 
are they also indispensable to B, and he is just as 
much entitled thereto as A. . ; 

Then, finding that the wants of A and B are, in the 
main, identical; that B is entitled to every right and 
privilege accorded A, it seems. unjust for A to possess 
houses and lands and roll in luxury and wealth, while 
B dwells in & rented hovel, in poverty and rags, the 
victim of A’s avarice. Let it not be said that B is an 
improvident man, and reaps not, because of his 
neglect to sow, and that A possesses positiv qualities 
which lead to industry and economy and attract in a 
legitimate manner the property of B; for if A does 
not rob B, he probably does rob C or D, and if he 
does not, he should retire from business as soon 
as he accumulates sufficient means to satisfy his 
wants in life, and giv some of the lesser magnets a 
chance to attract something their way. A cannot 
possess more than he can make use of without 
impoverishing some one else. “If no one has too 
much, everybody will hav enough.” I find this 
wealth-getting spirit cropping out all through the 
scriptures, and I do not wonder at its bearing such 
an abundant crop of fruit among the people. 

I also find that this God regards woman as being 
inferior to man, and permits her not to “teach 
or exercise authority,” for the silly reason that “Adam 
was first formed, then Eve.” This conveys the idea 
to our mind that God’s first effort was his best; and 
that by the time he found it necessary to make a 
woman, he was in such need of “rest” that he made 
undue haste, and botched the job; hence, woman is 
not qualified to “speak in church,” and should 
“learn in silence, with all eubjection,” and acknowl 
edge her inferiority by ‘‘asking her husband” when- 
ever she desires to “learn anything.” God saw but 
one redeeming feature in woman. Men see many. 
Woman proves herself man’s equal in every mental 
test, and falls short only where great physical effort is 
required. Heaven has denied her the right to speak, 
but we grant her this privilege, except when she com- 
plains of us, then we also enjoin * silence" upon her. 

Man is in authority ; woman, though man’s equal 
by nature, is in many instances man’s slave. But 
she has ascertained the fact that man cannot answer 
all her questions, and as her curiosity to “learn” has 
led her to make use of her own resources, she has at 
last become self-reliant, at the risk of eternal con- 
demnation. She feels that she has something of 


it. She may be able to portray her wrongs in such a 
light as we, in our selfishness, hav never beheld 
them. The tables may be turned, and we may 
“learn” of woman upon whom heaven frowns. 

No complaints or murmurings arise from a pros- 
perous and happy people. It is misery and woe 
that ery aloud. While the chief comforts of life are 
obtainable, contentment and happinesg will prevail. 


‘our fellow-men. 


‘mon people. 


importance to say, and she should be allowed to say. 


But when the supply does not equal the demand, 
expressions of dissatisfaction are sure to follow. 
Then close not the only avenue to human hope and 
human happiness! Let the right to speak not be 
questioned; for by.this means only can we, steeped 
as we are in selfishness, be apprised of the needs of 
An appeal must be made to our 
sympathies before we lose sight of self; then our 
true manhood is called into action, and we obey the 
injunction : * Do unto others as ye would that others 
should do unto you.” 
. THE REMEDY. ` 

Strike the word “God” out of our vocabulary. 
Erase all thought of such a being from the mind. 
For associated with the word “God” in every clime, 
in every land, is worship, coupled with slavery in 


every form, which implies offering and sacrifice, and, _ 


in some instances, bloodshed. It matters nob of 
what elements that God is eomposed— whether of 
metal, wood, or stone; or whether he is simply a 
creature of the imagination. The effect is the same. 
God is supreme in every land; he is king. A king 
must hav subjects, and they must serve the king. A 
king delegates power to others, who rule the com- 
A bows to B and obeys his commands, 
and pays tribute to him—is virtually his slave. B 
bows to C, and C to D. D bends the knee to E, the 
chief ruler, where this great system of head-bowing 
and knee-bending ends. God is the great I Am, the 
chief ruler of the universe, to whom others must 
bow in humility or forfeit life. We are required to 
“serve him." “We don't love God, and serve him 
willingly, but we pretend to love him, and serve him 
to escape his “ wrath.” His character is such that a 
rational being cannot love him. Hence the worship 
and service of God is a system of slavery from be- 
ginning to end, being the outgrowth of “ fear.” 

But man is endowed by nature with “certain 
inalienable rights," and chief among these are * life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. To secure 
these rights, governments are instituted among men, 
deriving their just powers from the consent of the 
governed. Whenever any form of government be- 
comes destructiv of these ends, it is the right of the 
people to alter or abolish it, and to institute a new 
government, laying its foundation on such princi. 
ples, and organizing its power in such form, as to 
them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and 
happiness." This declaration voices the sentiment 
of the true American citizen. He holds the power 
within his own hand. That power is the ballot. 
He has the right to say what shall be tolerated and 
what shall be abolished. His decision must be 
based on equity, and his enlightened judgment will 
enable him to determin what is best for the majority. — 
If in his decision he rules out God, and with him 
slavery of every kind with its train of misery and 
woe, we shall enjoy the benefits accruing to a free 
people, happy, loving, and prosperous, because of 
our absolute freedom. E : 

Related to the God idea is that of preferment on 
account of ability, which may, in most cases, be safely 
attributed, either directly or indirectly, to wealth. . 

The individual born in poverty and obscurity can 
not compete with the child reared in the lap of lux- 
ury, until by craftiness he crushes others, and on 
their ruin erects his castle. It is so in the business, 
the social, and the intellectual realm. The possession 
of wealth affords the advantages of education, cult- 
ure, honor, etc., which the gods readily turn to ac- 
count. With all the gods consigned to oblivion, 
“man’s inhumanity to man" will cease, and in its 
stead wil be love, friendship, and sympathy among 
members of one fraternal brotherhood, where joy shall 
reign supreme, and discontent hav no abiding. place. 

The natural equality of man is stamped upon his 
very being. Aside from God's school of avarice, 
with the common wants of life supplied, he is a con- 
tented and happy being. But when these are denied 
him, or command too high a price, every vile propen- 
sity rankling in his nature is aroused, and no crime 
is too dark or foul for him to perpetrate. Like the 
wild beast of the forest, the pangs of hunger, coupled 
with an opportunity to satisfy that hunger, goad him 
to madness and fury. ` 

If we would reduce the list of crimes, we must 
remove the cause. The criminal usually takes his ` 
first lessons in crime because of seeming necessity. 
His garments are threadbare, or his stomach is 
empty. There should be no éxcessiv wealth on one 
side, nor extreme poverty on the other, to tempt men 
to eross the gulf which lies between to equalize con- 
ditions. But as long as men will insist upon hoard- 
ing wealth which is the proceeds of unrequited or 
poorly paid labor, that long will night watches, 
burglar-proof safes, and burglar alarms be in de- 
mand. Strikes and riots follow in the wake of greed 
&nd avarice. 

You cannot deprive a man of that which nature 
teaches him is his property, without creating within 
his being a determination to get even with you; and 
in his fury he sometimes makes use of the most ob- 
jectionable methods, and sometimes an innocent 
party is the sufferer. Accounts must balance! 
There should be no “forbidden fruit” to excite 
curiosity, or incite to crime. 
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Teach man clearly to comprehend these great 
truths, and you will discover that there is yet enough 
good in his nature to render the plan practicable, 

_and effectiv in its workings. He will see. that it is to 
his interest to deny himself such means as he cannot 
make of practical use; for it is his life insurance pol- 
icy, his insurance against robbery and arson, and the 
foundation of the happiness of all mankind. 
Take physic, pomp; expose thyself to feel what wretches 
. ee. 
That thou mayst shake the superflux to them, 
And show mankind more just. 
SENECA. 


it~ 
Let Us Assign Sourees, Too. 


In his “Defense of Fundamental Truth,” Dr- 
McCosh speaks of the practical, social, and political 
effects of different phases of. speculativ philosophy. 
He says: “I may add that the friends of religion 
should also guard those springs out of which the 
streams of action flow. For De Toqueville tells us 
that a materialistic philosophy penetrates into pub. 
lic, and I may add, private morals. He (De Toque- 
ville) refers specially to the sensational philosophy 
of France, which exercised so fatal an influence on 

` French character and politics in the latter half of the 
last century, giving a direction to publie sentiment 

, which culminated in the mad excesses of the French 
Revolution, and then sank into the stagnant indiffer- 
ence of the first empire.” i 

The problem is not so simple as the foregoing 
statement seems to assume. Speaking generally, we 
should hav a common standard by which to measure 
the ethical results, the social and political tendencies 
of the rival philosophies. It is clearly unjust to 

.assume the absolute, or even relativ, perfection of 
one, and then go through the form of condemning 
the other from that standpoint. Again, in presenting 
an example, a8 above quoted, it would seem the part 
of ordinary fairness to set forth, in Glear and unmis- 
takable terms, the conditions that obtained before 
the new philosophy gained sway, and compare the 
old. regime with the new. Dr. MeCosh is probably 
the ablest and, I think, the fairest representativ of 
his school, and yet he quotes.approvingly or para- 
phrases such sentiments as J hav quoted. He and 
his fellow apologists bankrupt the vituperativ pos- 
sibilities of language in condemning what they are 
pleased to term the “mad excesses of the French 
Revolution," but how many of them hav condemned 
: or even adequately described the centuries of wrong 
so patiently borne by the French people? However, 
the object of this communication is not to discuss 
the French Revolution, but to view, in the light of 
De Toqueville’s dictum, some incidents growing out 
of a contemporary event. ' 

For some months our city has been torn up over 
the exposure and trials of the “ gang,” the “ boo- 
dlers" (the reader may supply other terms ad libi- 
tum). If we may believe De Toqueville, McCosh, et 
al, the excesses of the French Revolution were caused 
by the fact that that people forsook McCosh’s “ Fun- 
damental Truth” and embraced the sensational phi- 

*losophy of the latter half of the eighteenth century— 
which, without euphemistic cireumlocution, means 
that the church lost its grip in that nation at that 
time. As yet, no local De Toqueville or MeCosh has 
arisen to explain the why and wherefore of the 
“mad excesses” of the “boodlers” in looting the 
Cook county treasury., To aid this suppositious 
philosopher in his task, I submit the following. 

` During the trial of McDonald and McGarigle Mr. 
Abbott testified that he had handed a bribe of 
$11,000 to one of the defendants in order to secure 
a certain coal contract. He testified that he was a 
church-member, naming his church and pastor, and 
further stated that from the time of giving the bribe 
until confessing (to the state's attorney), he did not 
go tocommunion. See Mail and Tribune, June 8, 
1887. During the investigation previous to the trial 
this gentleman successfully bluffed several reporters 
by citing his church membership as an evidence that 
. he could do nothing unlawful. When pressed, how- 
ever, this giver of bribes testified against and assisted 
to convict his partner in crime, the taker of bribes. 

During the “ omnibus trial,” in which some dozen 
boodlers were defendants, Mr. Lynn, a former county 
commissioner, posed as informer, and appeared as 
state’s witness against his quondam fellow-boodlers. 
He testified that before he had served Cook county 
two months he commenced taking bribes. He wasa 

-ehurch-member, according to his testimony, belong- 


ing to the same church as one of the attorneys for’ 


the defense, who asked him (Mr. Lynn) whether he 
used any of that money for church purposes. Mr. 
Lynn saved himself by turning state’s evidence. See 
Times, July 20, 1887. : 
. During the same trial Mr. Robinson, grocer, 
testified to bribing commissioners in order to secure 
certain contracts for provisions, and that the money 
thus paid in bribes was made up by overcharges and 
goods of poor quality. “ Mr. Robinson, do you believe 
inGod?” The witness nodded his head in the affirm- 
ativ. “Do you believe in future reward and punish- 
ment?” Again Robinson nodded his head, See 
News, July 27, 1887. | 


were Freethinkers. 


and social relations. 


It has not been shown that any of the conspirators 
I am‘certain that none of them 
ever attends or contributes to the Secular Union. 
There was some dispute as to McGarigle’s church, but 
one of our papers declared he was an “Episcopalian 
from way back.” 

This question presses for answer. Is Christianity 
or is Freethought responsible for such a condition of 
affairs as these trials disclose? Christianity has had, 
and still has, almost undisputed sway in this and 
other countries from which the boodlers hail. Our 
laws are made under the direction of the Most High. 
At least, we pay some duly consecrated individual to 
ask for direction in that particular. Possibly they 
don’t pray loud enough. See Elijah’s remark to the 
false prophets. Christianity controled our schools 
and warped our education, dominated our politics, in- 
terpreted law from the bench, proscribed Freethought 
in the trades, in business, and in the professions, and, 
as far as possible, ostracized Freethinkers in political 
Christianity claims that its 
church edifices and other property should be exempt 


from taxation, on the ground that it makes men good, 


law-abiding, honest citizens. 

Yet, in spite of this claim, more than ninety- 
nine per.cent of our criminals are Christians. 
Occasionally a Freethinker may be found behind the 
bars for violation of Comstock’s patent morality law, 
but when it comes to violations of long and well es- 
tablished laws, which are necessary for. the very ex 
istence of social order; when it comes to murder, 
arson, highway robbery, larceny, embezzlement, 
breach of trust, etc., etc, scratch the criminal and 
you find a Christian. It is high time that Christians 
should, in the supposititious humility of their master, 
cease claiming to hold an exclusiv patent on all ex- 
taut morality and honesty. E». S. McLeop. 
~ Chicago, TU., Aug. 11, 1887. 

— oeo ——— 
Polygamy and Monogamy. 

Polygamy, a disgusting and detestable institution. —TnoTH 
SEEKER. 25 

De gustibus non disputandum. Does the truth- 
seeking editor remember to hav ever printed anything 
in defense of “disgusting letters, books, or nudities 
in art," disgusting to a certain vicegerent of the 
church, and accredited police of obscenity ? 

In the name of the fairer sex, and of the superior- 
ity of the plural to the singular number in goods, 
betters, and bests, I am polygamically scandalized. 

In the name of my pastoral forefathers I protest 
against their representation by your Mormons. 

No wonder you demur to seven wives or so being 
hauled up into heaven by a Mormon’s coat-tails. 
Our modern shoddy will not bear the strain. Be- 
sides that, such dependency might compromise the 
personal discretion of the ballot so necessary to a 
“free government.” Such humbug evoluted recently 
among the “strong-minded” sex of Utah. If well 
and ill matched couples are equally monogamic after 
the magic formula of marriage, while the well-matched 
no more prove the goodness than the ill-matched the 
badness of their tie, considered as a formula or of 
monogamy in general; so in polygamy, some mén 
adore their favorit wives on separate family altars, 
others sacrifice their wives promiscuously to the lord 
god self, while a third class organizes them in harem 
factories under the boss wife. Some Mormons, it is 
said, too, make each wife support her own children on 
the hope of penultimation to the consecrated coat-tail. 

Polygamy debases no gentleman into a hoodlum, 
any more than monogamy makes a gentleman of a 
hoodlum. 

. Some wives in either case are jealous furies, while 
others prefer joint stock partnership in husbands for 
reasons best known to themselvs. 

Why absolutely and promiscuously approve or 
condemn either monogamy or polygamy as systems, 
rather than persona] arrangements under. either? 
To compare this case with relations less polarized 
by prejudice, is it not equally absurd to legislate 
for the privation of work, except for wages; or to 
prevent anyone from working for wages? Will the 
stars fall if each is free to choose, with the condition 
attached of being freely chosen ? 

You are, we will say for consistency’s sake, a con- 
jugial partner of the Swedenborg angelic species, 
thus defined by Maria del Occidente: ; 
Even as the dove, from far Palmyra flying ~ 

To where her nativ founts at Antioch gleam, 
Stoops to explore, then swooning, panting, dying, 
Lights sadiy at the desert’s bitter stream ; 
So many a soul o'er life's drear desert faring, 
' Love's pure congenial stream unfound, unquaffed, 
Suffers, recoils, then thirsty and despairing 
Of what it would, descends and sips the nearest draught. 

This exclusiv predestination was equally adapted 
to romantic and to clerical consecration. Thus it 
afforded to marriage an ideal, as on the economic 
side a basis was supplied by civil rights of the wife 
as distinguished from her husband’s personal prop- 
erty in the odalisque of his barbaric barem. The 
more respectable civilized tie, though it may be 
spontaneous, is oftener conventional. Otherwise, 
what is more than an appetite, an organic and func- 
tional necessity, combines with the tension of ideals 


to illusionize the lover, and he either contracts some 
rash marriage or falls into vices. Poverty or vanity 
more frequently betrays the wife against the monitions 
of instinct. Thus constancy is usually based upon 
habit and facility for satisfying imperfectly an animal 
appetite, even where love may hav at first filled the 
sails and steered the bark. The polarity of tempera- 
ments and harmony of characters bav no -necessary 
coincidence with domestic and industrial partner- ` 
ship. Yet such is the economic requirement of mar- 

ried welfare. Hence, in church-ridden countries, 

monogamic misery, and the equally superstitious 

polygamic prosperity in Utah. Below, and for the 

classes where money becomes a necessary considera- ` 
tion, it does not follow that it excludes love any more 

among the unmarried than among the married. Out- 

side of church authority, the tendency of the wealthy 

and cultured classes to evade marriage is pronounced 

in modern Europe; and, if less so in Great Britain, 

that fact tallies with the greater predominance of 

church influence. 

In the actual constitution of societies, concubinage 
is a palliativ for the cruel inequalities of conditions. 
It opens the purse-strings of the rich, and it is often 
a providential rescue for the wife from unwelcome 
marital importunities. “For obvious physiological 
reasons, refractory to the puritan moralism of 
Alphites, the chances of ‘health and comfort and 
domestic amiability are better when the male animal, 
called husband, is not always tied to his wife's apron 
string. In the relations between the rich and poor, 
concubinage effects salutary alliances, and economic- 
ally as well as morally preferable to our systems of 
public charity. The intolerance of concubinage acts 
like the prohibition of wine’ and beer; for as where 
these are good and plentiful there is little intoxication 
with the pernicious products of the still, so where 
the attractions of sex hav free play there is little or 
no prostitution. 

Of the clerical marriage, on the contrary, prosti- 
tution is the regular complement, and will be found 
everywhere proportional to hymeneal rigors, for 
these deal with a passion no less incompressible than 
water. To avert pollution and to combine hygiene 
with moral decency, it is imperativ that the youth 
should find opportunities proportional to the evolu- 
tion of passion. o 

You are, perhaps, a conjugial lover of the 
Swedenborg angelic species. In that case, looking 
down from your sublime exclusivness, do you find 
it easy to distinguish in purity between *scortatory 
marriages" and frank concubinages? You know very 
well that but afew elect are truly faithful to that 
bond in which you esteem it best freedom to be 
bound. For amuch greater number it is but con- 
ventional and kept only by virtue of poverty. That 
is the fact alike in Christendom, in Islam, and in 
Mormondom. 

This vicious character may be the effect of an over- 
dose of faith. It attaches to the harems of the faith- 
ful, par excellence. The Mormon wife, by infidelity, 
only loses her passport to heaven, not her alimony. 
Among Christian and other professed Infidels, the 
infidelity of wives may equipoise polygamy, which is 
monopolist only when one-sided. Before we con- 
demn an institution, we ought to see it perfect in its 
kind. Thus democracy, to be really a “ government 
of the people, by the people, for the people,” in 
which everybody orders everybody, and meddles 
with everybody's business, and deprives everybody 
of his, her, or its personal liberty and pleasure, im- 
peratively requires female suffrage, and also .child 
suffrage ; for is it not scandalous that children should 
not vote about the management of their own schools 
and other factories where they are used and abused ? 

Openly to oppose the arbitrary in marriage is 
suicidal to liberty on the part of its pretended friends. 
A liberal change of law can be expected only from 
the generally known fact of its evasion, as before 
augury lost its prestige at Rome it was necessary 
that the augurs should not be able to look each other 
in the face without laughing. Yet true and spon- 
taneous monogamists are defended in their tie of 
mutual exclusivness by their formidable innocence, 
candor their sole armament. Nowhere more surely 
than in love, Liberty becomes the mother of order, 
but to invert the maternity is to insure abortion. 

I register in behalf of—not legal or systematic 
polygamy, but capricious infidelity; an argument 
which the moralist clergyman, Malthus, took care 
not to see, for it givs to his problem of the ratio be- 
tween a population and subsistence a solution as nat- 
ural as it is immoral. 

Polygamy is the complement of labor-saving ma- 
chinery. By this progress of invention, fewer 
laborers being needed’ from decade to decade for 
the luxury of the employer and exploiter classes, it 
becomes urgent to weed out the supernumerary 
laborers whom misery inclines to reaction. Criminal 
penalties are a costly and inadequate method. The 
criminal is the germ or else the chrysalid of the 
rebel Polygamy disposes toward dueling in the 
human as in other animals, and thus the males 
spontaneously thin themselvs out. This philanthropic 
solution of the problem of Malthus deserves the 
Monthyon prize. EpcrwonTH, 


584 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, SEPTEMBER 10, 1887. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


E. M. MaAcponRAL», E E - Editor. 
O. P. SomeREY, -` - Business Manager. 


PUBLISHED BY | 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. NEW YORK. 


PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY AT $3.00 PER YEAR. 


Address all Communicationsto THE TRUTH SHEKER 
COMPANY. Make all Drafts, Checks, Post-office and Hz- 
press Money Orders payableto CHARLES P. SOMERBY. 
SS 


SEPTEMRER 10, 1887. 


SATURDAY, - - 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 


Single subscription.........006-.------seeereee 
One subscription two years, in advance 
Two new subscribers 
One subscription with one new subse 
DSL IO RETO E ILL 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one 
B. icr 0.2... ceececsseceeseseecssessossessserewene tees 
One subscriptioa with three new subscribers, in one 
remittance ......... cee ceecesceeceseeetseeeeesseseesesaseseseee 
One subscription with four new subscribers, in one 
remittance ............eeeeeee essent enn nennt ense tune 
Any number over five at the same rate, invariably 
with one remittance. 


Political Parties for Liberals. 

The associate editor of the Freethinkers Magazine 
is a very activ member of Henry George's political 
party. Inthe September number of the Magazine 
he endeavors to serve that party by inducing Free- 
thinkers to support it **to the extent of their means." 
He bases his plea for aid upon the fact that Dr. Mc- 
Glynn unreservedly indorses the Nine Demands of 
Liberalism, and that the United Labor party passed 
a resolution at its last convention which declares 
“that under no circumstances should publie funds 
be appropriated for any schools except publie schools, 
. nor for the benefit of any eharitable or other institu- 
tions, unless they are completely under the control 
and management of the state." 

This is a good resolution, and Dr. McGlynn’s iv- 
dorsement of the Nine Demands will commend him 
to the consideration of Infidels. But one swallow is 
not generally considered sufficient to induce summer 
to hasten its coming. We remember that once the 
Democratic party passed a very good school resolu. 
tion, and there are hundreds of prominent Democrats 
who indorse the Nine Demands. When Cleveland 
was governor of New York he vetoed an appropria- 
tion for a Catholic charitable institution. Grant, the 
great Republican leader, also spoke emphatically. in 
favor of unsectarian schools and of taxing the 
churches. Hundreds of prominent Republicans also 
are Freethinkers. Why, then, on the same grounds. 
should we not support these parties to the extent of 
our means ? 

The truth of the matter is, there are Liberal men 
in all parties—even in the Prohibitionist—and all 
parties hav been willing to say they were in favor of 
some of the reforms demanded by the Freethinkers. 
except, perhaps, Henry George. He was not willing 
to say in last fall's campaign that he favored any one 
of the Nine Demands. Notwithstanding this, he was 
supported by the Infidels of this city almost unan- 
imously. Recent observatious, however, lead us to 
think that his support this fall from that source wil) 
be considerably less. |: 

But that is not material, as Judge Benedict said 
frequently when Mr. Bennett's lawyers got him into 
` a corner with some point favorable to the Infidel ed- 
itor. The pcint is that there is no use of Free- 
thinkers making alliances with any politician whose 
primary object is one which has no relation to Free. 
thought. Nothing will be gained by it. The Lib- 
eral planks would be the first ones traded off for sup- 
port of some other measure. “Love,” said Byron, 
“with man is a thing apart.. "Tis woman's whole ex- 
istence.” With non-liberal parties, Liberal planks 
are what love is toa man. They should be, instead, 
what love is to a woman, for no party will establish 
these reforms unless they are made its whole exist- 
ence. Until the time is ripe for such a party there is 
small use in dabbling with polities. Neither the 
Republican nor Democratic party will make the 
Nine Demands a part of its platform. The Green- 


last fall, and would not now. His party hid the one 
Even the Social- 


small heresy among the resolutions. 
ists, who are nearly all Infidels, would not do it. 
All are afraid. 


themselvs would pass for church-members. 


is or ever was an Atheist. 


From all of which the conclusion seems inevitable 
that there is no call for Freethinkers to support any 
of the present political parties “to the extent of their 
Besides, we recollect that the same adviser 


means.” 
once tried to turn us all over to Ben. Butler. 
x —— ——— 
Is Christianity Down? 
Mr. Moncure D. Conway, formerly a preacher, who 
evoluted from orthodoxy to Unitarianism, and thence 


to Agnosticism, now says “ there is no need of pull- 


ing down Christianity—it is down ;” and he prophesies 
that “the world will presently be startled by the 
miracles of love incarnate in science.” 
Srrzer of August 6th contains an article by Mr. 
Conway, entitled, “ The Development of the Ape's 
Religion.” Presuming that he does not expect to 
establish a religious system among cultured chim- 


| panzees, the question arises, Did he, in that “litany 


to the Eternal Ape,” intend to “ pull down Christian. 
ity," or to inaugurate “love ircarnate in science?" 
We are all glad to see such learned doctors of 
homeopathic divinity as Mr. Conway and Mr. Froth- 
ingham quit the pulpit, but let them not delude 
themselvs with the notion that Christianity has 
stepped down and out along with them. 
ua p que 
Two Priests. 


The Baptist preacher Fulton, of Brooklyn, who 
left his pulpit some months ago to mount the rostrum 
in an oratorieal crusade against the pope, is now 
bending his energies to convert 6x-priest McGlynn to 
Protestantism of the Baptist variety. Fulton’s at- 
tack upon the Roman church is the same old tune 
played by all ministerial Protestant musicians. 'The 
pope is Antichrist, and the church of Rome is the 
scarlet woman, the sum of all abominations. Rome 
is “run by the devil, and her end hell.” Mr. Fulton, 
therefore, desires Mr. McGlynn “to be born again” 
to the end that he may step upon Mr. Fulton’s plat- 
form and denounce his church from a Baptist stand- 
point. * Forgiv McGlynn,” he prayed in Tremont 
Temple the other night. “Let him see how utterly 
he is forgetting his high calling in turning his face 
toward & little lecturing and politics. O God!” he 
proceeded, ** what would hav become of Martin Lu- 
ther if he had gone to editing a newspaper ?" 

We oppose the Roman Catholic church as strongly 
as Dr. Fulton possibly can, but it strikes us that his 
attack lacks one essential element—namely, common 
sense Abusing the Roman church because she does 
not come up to this or that biblical standard is folly. 
It is like weighing substance in scales of nothing. 
It is beating the air, and hurts only him that prac- 
tices it. The Roman Catholic church and her gov- 
ernment are the logical conclusion to Christian 
premises, and to attack the conclusion without de 
stroying the premises is futil effort. At the best, the 
assailer can but change men from one superstition to 
another. 

Supposing the Catholic church is the scarlet wo- 
man, what then? Suppose that, theologically, she is 
the sum of all abominations, what material harm does 
that do? One theological abomination or supersti 
tion is as good or bad as another. Suppose the 
church metaphorically corresponds to all the snakes 
and dragons and horned beasts seen by St. John in 
his dreams of delirium, what practical result is ac- 
complished when people believe it? Does it make 
the slavery to priests less galling to her people? 
Does it add one useful idea to the intelligence of Pa- 
pists? Does it call one murdered martyr to life? 
Does it restore one single penny to the robbed poor ? 
Does it repeal a single one of the Jaws which the 
church has bought, for her own benefit, of peculating 
politicians? If not, what is the use of such outpour- 
ings of bathos and Baptistism as Fulton givs the 
people? . 

In the field into which McGlynn has been forced 
he is doing infinitly more good than Fulton is. No 
matter if for the moment McGlynn is occupying an 
anomalous and logically untenable position. He is 


The church has terrorized the 
whole political community. Professed Freethinkers 


are under the spell, and for all the world knows from 
The 


associate editor, even, has hastened to deny that he 


Tur TnuTH 


hierarchy to hoist itself upon men's shoulders, to be 
their guide in every step. He is taking the ecclesi- 
astical machine apart for their inspection, and it will 
never again run as smoothly as it did. He has con- 
vinced thousands that the church is not of so great 
importance as they thought, and he has proved to 
them that it works injustice, and is overbearingly 
tyrannical. Measured by the standard of common 
sense, Dr. McGlynn’s labors are more effectiv and 
valuable than an army of Fultons’ could be. 

We do not believe there is much danger of Dr. 
McGlynn’s “ coming to Jesus,” as he is exhorted to 
do by Mr. Fulton. When his politics will let him 
abandon the theological ruts in which he is now run- 
ning, it is much more probable that Dr. McGlynn 
will shine as a Rationalist than as a convert, or per- 


vert, to Protestant theology. 
———————2$-8—9———————— 


Catholie Indian Schools. 


A practical commentary upon the supposititious 
separation of church and state in the United States 
is a statistical item going around among the religious 
press.. The item shows that the Roman Catholic 
church has been presented by the general govern- ` 
ment and the state with no less than fifty-five schools. 
These schools are scattered over a wide territory. 
Seven are on the Indian reservation of Standing Rock 
in Dakota, and seven more are found in the same 
territory—namely, one each at Table Mountain Res- 
ervation, St. John, Yankton, Rosebud. Reservation, 
Crow Creek Agency, and two at Devil’s Lake. 
Montana there are three schools—at St. Peter’s, St. 
Labre’s Mission, and at Flathead Agency. Idaho 
has two, both at De Smet Mission; Wyoming one, 
the St. Stephen’s Mission; Washington territory 
three—at Tulalip Agency and two at Colville Agency 
New Mexico has eleven, and Alaska two. In the 
states there are also à number—namely, five in Wis- 
consin, seven in Minnesota, one in Colarado, one in 
Nevada, one in California, one in Kansas, one in Ore- . 
gon, and one in Florida. The total attendance at 
these schools is between three and four thousand. 

The teachers of these schools are in all instances . 
Catholics, and a majority are members of the relig- 
ious orders. The governments pay the bills, giving 
the churches annually large sums of money and 
thousands of acres of land. 

All our Western correspondents unite in say- 
ing that the Indian policy of the government is a 
failure, and the numerous recent Indian outbreaks 
and wars confirm this, ‘The present reservation sys- 
tem amounts simply to penning up a few thousand 
Indians for the churches to practice their arts upon, 
and everyone knows that as a civilizer the church is 
a failure. 
` The support of all the religious schools by the 
government is a fraud upon the people, a useless 
waste of money, and an unconstitutional union of 
church and state. 


————— ——9--$-4—— ————— 
* Christian Ontology.” 


We hav beeu favored with a paper bearing this 
title by the Hon. Justus O. Wood, of this city. 
Mr. Woods is a gentleman not unknown to local 
fame, having been connected with various reforma- 
tory movements, and having, also, stood upon the 
platform of the Manhattan Liberal Club. 

Mr. Wood's call to speak just now comes from the 
fact that the Materialism of philosophy is driving 
the people to Infidelity and Agnosticism. “ Hence," 
he says, “it is desirable to formulate a theory that . 
shall harmonize and explain the phenomena of life, 
and dispel the chilling mists of unbelief.” Presum- 
ing that his reader will admit this necessity, he lays 
down a foundation for his theory. It is this: 

** Reasoning thereupon we may assume an ego that feels, 
thinks, and wills; which is conscious of itself, and persists 
in its personality ; that this ego, entity, or soul is robed with 
a body, or congeries of organs with various functions; that 
knowledge consists in states of Consciousness, as all mental 
philosophers declare, which may be classified as feeling, 
thinking, and willing ; it is agreed also that there is a power, 
not of ourselvs, assumed to be an entity, called God, a unit 
in actión and infinit in our apprehension.” 

Upon this foundation he builds of words a fanciful, 
metaphysical structure a little more worthless than 
the Christian theology. But that which we desire 
to call to Mr. Wood's attention more particularly is 
the instability of this foundation. “We may as- 
sume” an Ego, is not proving that the “ Ego" exists. 
And without such proof it is both unscientifie and 


"backers never would, Henry George did not dare to showing the people the monstrous evil of allowing a ! foolish to proceed farther. We may assume forty 


In . 
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thousand things that are not so, and build on these 
assumptions forty. thousand theories which hav no 
value at all. Mr. Woods guesses that a feeling, 
thinking; conscious, personal Ego or power exists, 
and he guesses also that if his first guess is right, 
then his subsequent guesses are of a superior quality 
of guesswork, calculated to “dispel the chilling mists 
of unbelief.” | 

We are afraid Mr. Wood is too sanguin. "There 
are a great many theories for dispelling unbelief in 
existence now, and to us the necessity of formulating 
new ones is not so apparent as the necessity of. put- 


ting the old ones upon a more substantial basis than 


assumption. 
e 

Two Slave Overseers Defied. 
The arrogant claims of the authorities of the Ro- 


man Catholic church are again brought to public. 


notice. Archbishop Corrigan seems to think his 
people are slaves, and that he is a divine slave-driver. 

There is a German Catholic church at Rondout, 
N. Y., and, as everyone knows, the Germans are fond 
of dancing, and drink beer. Last week the church 
folks held a picnic, in aid-of the society for the care 
of the sick, and Archbishop Corrigan sent the priést 
a letter forbidding the sale of beer at the picnic and 
ordering the dancing to cease at six o'clock. 

At Kingston, N. Y., there is a Gentleman's Catholic 
Temperance Society. Week before last the members 
of this society advertised the usual summer excur- 
sion. When the “Very Reverend" James Dough- 
erty, dean of the diocese, saw the advertisment he 
sent an order to the officers of the society forbidding 
the excursion. | 

It is a good sign that the Rondout Germans 
danced as long as they pleased, and drank beer at 
their picnic; and that the Gentleman's Catholic 
Temperance Society went on their excursion as 
usual. The example of Dr. McGlynn is spreading. 
. À half dozen like him would break down the church’s 


authority and free many of her slaves. 
OO M . 


They Are All Good Seetarians. 

It is a long time since the church has found com- 
fort and support against the inroads of Liberalism, 
but here is an item of news which may giv her 
cheer. It comes, too, from no unnatural quarter. 

In Massáchusetts there is a city called Springfield, 
and in that city there is a Christian institution 
named the Hampden county jail. One hundred and 
twenty Christians were quartered therein on Sunday, 
August "th, in the year of their lord and savior 
1887. Of course, in a Christian institution there is 
a Sunday-school, and on the day mentioned the 
Sunday-school was in session. , After the opening 
exercises of prayer and a course of catechism, the 
audience was requested to remain and listen to 
addresses from Mr. Holt, state organizer of the 
Massachusetts Prohibitory party, and from Mr. 
Major, a professional, pietist. Under the circum- 
stances, the audience agreed to remain. 

Mr. Major is a Canadian, and formerly adhered to 
the sect known as Roman Catholics. In his address 
to the Christians temporarily abiding in Hampden 
county jail he thought it necessary to allude to this 
change in his mental. affairs, and added that he “had 


never heard the gospel preached in its purity until 


» 


he heard it in a Protestant church.” Now, this may 
or may not be a statement agreeing with fact—which 
constitutes Truth—but it certainly is a statement 
about which there may be two opinions. And though 
laboring under certain disadvantages for a free and 
full discussion of the matter, the audience showed 
itself not insensible to the heresy, from a Roman 
Catholic view, contained therein. Moreover, most 
of the audience were of the faith which Mr. Major 
had discarded. Parenthetically, and not as reflecting 
upon the zeal of the Protestants, we may remark 
that it is not an uncommon thing to find a majority 
of the inmates of such Christian institutions holding 
that faith. Mr. Major’s remarks, therefore, were not 
received with favor. Prevented by a custom which 
obtains in Christian houses of worship frome refuting 
the statement, the audience resorted to another 
custom prevalent in the layer of society in which 
most of them had previously moved. They began to 
scrape the floor with their well-shod feet, until Mr. 
Major's voice was heard only by those next to him, 
and then various unseen, but powerful.lunged, Chris- 
tians added the superfluous command to “ Shut up IA 
and "Sit down!" With a devotion to their religion 


na : = 
which should enroll them with the church’s martyrs, 


if not in the list of saints, they also refused to join 
in singing the closing hymn. Thus did they do all 
in their power to show their adherence to the religion 
of their childhood, and their aversion to the new 
sectarianism, amounting in their eyes to downright 
heresy. 

This incident, as we hav said, may encourage 
Christians. It shows that there is at least one place 
where Infidelity has not penetrated. 

——— -4.9—————————— 


Editorial Notes. 


We take back anything we may hav said in praise of the 
Winsted Press. The editor is not honest in his treatment of 
‘those from whom he differs. 


Tar citizens of Atchison, Kan., hav been robbed by their 
municipal government of $65.000— $50,000 for a Lutheran 
college, and $15,000 for a Roman Catholic institution of 
ignorance. 


Mr. Lampert, the Waterloo priest, has issued a book 
called ‘‘The Tactics of Infidels.” Mr. Lambert found his 
Waterloo when McArthur got after him, and before he writes 
books abusing the Infidels he should purge himself of the 
charge of cowardice in refusing to meet John Remsburg in 
debate at Buffalo. 


Tax religious press will shortly teem with long and har- 
rowing accounts of the persecution of the meek followers of 
Jesus by the bloodthirsty adberents of Mohammed. The 
following dispatch from Bombay tells why: ‘‘ The Russian 
mission which recently went to Kashgar has been compelled 
to return to Khokand. Members of the mission so outraged 
public opinion in Kashgar. by insulting Mohammedan women 
that a riot against the Russians was provoked. In this sev- 
eral missionaries were killed." It is too bad that the wicked 
Mohammedans refuse to be converted by the sinless Chris- 
tians. l 


Tax Rev. U. D. Gulick is a good specimen of & ministerial 
dead beat. He belongs in Brooklyn. Four years ago he 
confessed to his congregation that he was in debt $4,000. 
The consistory assumed the debt, raised the money, and dis- 
charged the obligation. Mr. Gulick, however, did not learn 
a lesson by this extreme kindness, and on July 1st last an ice 
dealer sued him for $300. On July iith the consistory held 
a meeting, and the pastor confessed that he owed no less than 
$15,000. Then Mr. Gulick was informed that he could hav 
up till next July to find another charge, as he was not the 
kind of a man they wanted. The reverend gentleman is now 
on a vacation in the Far West. 


. 


* 
In E. H. Heywood's Word tor September, Mr. C. Bever- 


ance says: 

“ Tue TRUTH SEEKER, under the management of its present ed- 
itor, is mighty * pure;’ there is little danger of Comstock’s finding 
in it anything offensiv on the sex question. Intellect without cour- 
age never performs wonders; though there are brains enough in 
the TRUTH SEEKER office, the courage of D. M. Bennett departed 
with him. The milk-and-water manner in which Macdonald deals 
with E!mina’s case shows how little real interest he takes in the 
matter; he seems afraid of being contaminated with social impu- 
rity, and writes with gloves on when touching her case. He will 
escape the smut of ‘obscenity, retain his immaculate pulchritude, 
and never, never transgress ‘ law’ made to regulate sex-intercourse 
and hav people ‘ virtuous.’” 


We are pleased. to hav Mr. C. Severance write of us as he 
does. 


Art the first session of the German Roman Catholic Central 
Union of America, held in Chicago, September 5th, the fol- 
lowing resolution was warmly and almost unanimously sup- 
ported : 


“ WHEREAS, The so-called Knights of Labor come forth from day 
to day with their talk for the purpose of helping the workingmen 
to their rights by unrighteous means, and trampling law and order 
under foot, and try to destroy scriptural faith; therefore be it 
hereby , 

“ Resolved, That we urge all Catholic working people to keep 
away from said societies, for, according to our experience, such 
company is not advisable for Catholic working people, for where 
Prohibitionists, Anarchists, and Socialists assembie to consult 
about the welfare of mankind there should not be found any Ger- 
man Catholic workingmen. In order to protect the good name of 
German Catholic societies from injury, all societies should be ex- 
horted not to receive in their midst any Knights of Labor, and 
such as are already in them should be induced to leave said order 
of the Knights of Labor.” 


From this it will be seen that affairs in labor, church, and 
foreign race societies are getting mixed. 


THREE months ago, a8 the London Standard is informed 


by its Cairo correspondent, Mr. Charles Neufield, a merchant 


trading in the Soudan, was captured by the followers of the 
present Mahdi.. The simpie alternativ was laid before him 
of renouncing the faith of Christianity and professing Mo- 
hammedanism, or death. Thereupon Mr. Neufield made 
this forma] declaration : 


“t Tn the name of God and His Prophet] ‘MonamMen of the Is- 
lims.*—From ADDRABBUS ABDALLAH Of Muslemant (CHARLES NEU- 
FIELD).—When I departed from Assouan with Saleh’s men, having 


‘arms and ammunition sent to him by government, we reached Se- 


lima Wells without hindrance. After taking water we went on. 
We were met by some Mahdists, and a fight ensued. W^ had fifty- 
five men. More men of the opposit side came up, belonging to Abd 
el Rahman el Negoume. We were beaten, some being slain, the 
rest being made prisoners. All our arms and ammunition were 
taken. We were all taken to Abd el Rahman el Negoume at Don- 
gola, who sent us on to Omderman to be brought before the suc- 
cessor of the Mahdi. We expected death, but our lord graciously 
forgave us on condition of becoming Moslems. We did s0, and 
cried aloud before him that there is no god but one God—and Mo- 
hammed is his prophet. We then.made a declaration that we be- 
lieved in the Mahdi (present) I fully believe in the truth of Mos- 
lemism, I was pardoned by the kaliph, and escaped the death I 
dererved for beiug an infidel. Thanks to his bounty. Dafalla el 
Hagal decejved me, but through his baseness I hav reached felicity. 


Saleh Fadlalleh ran away. 
happiness. 
“May 11, 1887 (17 Shaban, 1304)." 
The Moslems are truer to their faith and old-time practices 
than the Christians. Both used to do this sort of thing. 
: ——————3—9————— | 


Personalities. 


Tux Independent Pulpit for September says: *'The New . 
York Trota SEEKER has conferred a favor upon its readers 
by the publication in serial chapters of a paper by Felix L. 
Oswald on ‘ The Bible of Nature; or, The Principles of Sec- 
ularism.’ Mr. Shaw is right. Dr. Oswald's papers are val- 
uable indeed, containing as they do practical instruction for 
the present well-being of the world." 


T. B. WAKEMAN, we learn through a religious journal, has 
informed the New York Times, which referred to him as 
** Atheist Wakeman," that he '*is not and never was an 
Atheist, in the common, or in any, meaning of that term." 
As the common meaning of the term is ** one who denies the 
existence of a supreme intelligent being," this denial will be 
a revelation to Mr. Wakeman’s friends. 


Tur Ironclad Age says: ‘ We observe that Ex-Rev. S. P. 
Putnam, who has run the Secular Union the past year, bas 
tixed on Chicago as the place of the annual meeting, and Oc. 
tober as the time. He has also decided to reëlect himself as 
rambling ‘secretary '—the sole authorized lecturer'and ora- 
cle of ‘ Becularism” ”» As we remarked on a previous occa- 
sion, Dr. Monroe always writes good-naturedly, but is some- 
times misunderstood. The good nature of the above 
paragraph protrudes prominently, but somehow we fancy it 
will not be misunderstood. : 


Tre Editor of our Children's Corner is summering at On- ` 
set Bay, the Spiritualist camp-grouud she has written up so 
prettily. Once upon a time Miss Wixon entertained Spirit- 
ualistic views, but not lately. Previous to that she wasa 
Universalist. Miss Wixon's hundreds of little friends will be 
pleased to know that she is handsome, wears her hair short, ` 
and used to be a school-teacher. Her father was a large 
mill-owner at Fall River, and when his operativs went on 
strike she took their part and made speeches in their meet- 
ings. Her“ Apples of Gold” and “Story Hour” hav been 
given to thousands of children. 


Y thank Allah in that I am alive and in 


Jonn E. REMsBUnRG delivers annually more Infidel lectures 
than any other man in the country. S. P. Putnam has 
pressed him bard the last year, but Mr. Remsburg's record 
goes back farther than the Union secretary's. Mr. Remsburg 
is a slim brunet, of quiet demeanor and firm purpose. He 
rarely departs from the text of his lectures in their delivery, 
but.in a debate, with no time for preparation, he is equally 
ready. His strong point is facts, volumes of which he hasat 
his command with which to overwhelm opponents. He knows 
more about the New Testament than tbe men who wrote 
it, and on the Sunday question he can outtalk a Seventh Day 
Adventist. He was.a soldier at sixteen, a school-teacher 
after the war, and left the pedagog's bench for the platform. 
He owns a farm in Kansas, where he shines as a pomologist. 

ee — ——— —— 


A Tennessee Opinion of Political Preachers. 
From the National Review, Anti-Pr ihibitiontst, 


Sensible business men look with equal dread upon the pos-. 
sible political domination of the saloons and that of the 
preachers. 

The Prohibition contest has narrowed down to an issue be- 
tween the saloons and the political preachers—the two chief 
spiritual nuisances of the age. 

Preachers who don’t even pay & poll tax and who liv alto- 
gether by public charity can better than anybody else afford 
to ridicule the consideration of the revenue feature of a great 
economic question. 

Every Protestant preacher in the land loudly condemns 
the Catholic church for its intervention ia the state affairs of 
Europe, and yet a good many of these same Protestant 
preachers are daily endeavoring to engraft their peculiar 
religious notions into the constitutions of states in this Union. 

The preachers in the Southern Methodist church did more 
than any other single agency on the earth to bring about the 
late Rebellion. They talked politics on the streets and on 
the higbways; they wrote politicsin their religious journals; 
they preached politics from the pulpits and proclaimed the 
divine right of slavery until red-handed war rent the nation 
asunder, swallowed up the treasures of the land, and sent & 
half-million people to bloody graves. Thus hav we hada 
very large aud expensiv lesson on the subject of political 
preachers. Wisdom admonishes us to profit by it. 

BOME WHEREASES AND ONE RESOLVED. 

Whereas, A. Baptist preacher, late of Chattanooga, was 
guilty of a gross violation of good morals and a grievous sin 
against society, in that he was detected in criminal relations 
with & female of questionable repute; and 

Whereas, A. Presbyterian preacher of Atlanta went to Cin- 
cinnati, got on a bender, and raised Cain to the evil example 
of all like offenders, and against the peace and dignity of 
society ; and 

Whereas, The Rev. Bays, a Southern Methodist preacher - 
of Knoxville, had to leave the city three weeks ago, in the 
night time, for outraging society by becoming a seducer ; and 

Whereas, The Rev. Longbottom, a preacher from Blount 
county, went to the hotel at Knoxville recently and registered 
a woman whom he had ruined as his wife, taking rooms 
with her, contrary to good morals and to the higher usages 
of society ; and . 

W hereas, The Rev. Gambel, or some such name, an Epis- 
copal preacher of Jackson, Tenn., was recently shot on the 
streets by an irate husband for pe de d destroying the 
domestic felicity of the assailant, the same being opposed to 
good morals, and calculated to unduly disturb society ; and 

Whereas, Numerous and divers other instances might be 
mentioned wherein preachers hav figured conspicuously as 
instrumentalities for shocking society and lowering the 
standard of morality; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the co.istitution of the state be so amended 
as to prohibit the manufacture of preachers by the various 
colleges of the country, the public morats requiring it. 


o 
Reynolds’s Appointments for September. 


Sweet Home, Ind............ .... EE AE EAE AT 8,9 


, 
Lafayette, Ind... ....11, 12, 18 
Monticello, Ill. ........... 22... 2 2er reru osa eene bonc 14, 15. 16 
Mattoon, Ill.... .18, 19. 20, 21 
Centralia, Tll..:.......55.: carere eee etae e need 22, 93, 94 


EIQUE SP UOCE MENS 

Tue children will miss their Corner this week. For some 
reason which we are not able to explain, the usual contribu- 
tion of the editor of the Corner has not reached us, 


586 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, SEPTEMBER 10, 1887. 


i EET E REPE UEER IUE UUPREUSCRETEUDGEDD DS MEUM UNDÁ DL MRNA DUUM DN ANE CENSENT EOEUMNSL TERT EERDNIIU ON DRE URN RO 
a a op a en a quim ie Mac Pte 


Letters from friends. 


CENTRAL City, NEB., Aug. 8, 1887. 
Please send me your journal for three 
months more. You can consider mea regular subscriber. 
I am a poor mechanic, but I am not orthodox.. I would 
rather giv $50 to the Infidel cause than 50 cents to a church. 
"We hav nine churches here in a town of one thousand five 
hundred inhabitants. E. M. ELLITHORP. 


Mr. Eprror: 


_Exx Grove, Car., Aug. 10, 1887. 
Mr Eprror: I know lam a little short, but I inclose $5 
for two years from last April; would hav sent the money 
sooner, but was waiting on some half-hearted Freethinkers 
to get some more subscribers for the grand old paper, but it 
was no go; they hav promised and promised until I hav be- 
come tired. We would love, oh, so much, to hav C. B. 
Reynolds at our little village, when he comes to the Golden 
state. My pious regards to Miss Wixon, John Peck, and 

Watson Heston. Long may they liv. JaoK COTTRELL. 


STEVENSVILLE, Mon. TER., Aug. 4, 1887. 
Mr. Eprron: Please find $10 inclosed, for which send us 
five subscriptions of Taz TRUTH SEEKER for one year. I 
reside on Bitter Root Valley and hav for the last thirteen 
years. Ihailfrom Illinois. Our beautiful valley is outdone 
and overrun with ‘sectarian preachers. I would like well 
‘to hav some Freethought and reform man come here and 
lecture. Iam the getter up of the club which I send. I 
stumbled on a copy of your TnuTH Szexer and, on inquiry, 
Ifound Mr. Warner is taking it, who, I believe, is the only 

such person in the valley. James PHELPS, SR. 


BATTLE CREEK, Mion., Aug. 15, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: I herewith send three dollars for a year's 
subscription to Tak TRUTH SEEKER in advance. I would 
like to extend your circulation if I knew how to accomplish 
it. Out of the whole number of the people there appear to 
be but few real readers. I must or cannot but revere the 
paper on account of my admiration of its founder, whom I 
supposed likely to liv longer than myself, for I am now 
nearly eighty and cannot do much anyway. I consider the 
paper.very good, yet as to the matter of the pictures I sup- 
pose the conductors of the paper to be much more likely to 

judge correctly of that than Iam. Wm. NEWMAN. 


= JAOKSONVILLE, FLA., Aug. 19, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: A few weeks ago I forwarded a check to 
your office of: $5 iu payment of two years’ subscription. In 
Tue Truru Seeker of August 20th R. S. D. said he be- 
` lieved that land belonged to.the human family, like the 
atmosphere and sunlight, and Isay it is true. "Therefore, 
the United States government will giv away farms of one 
hundred and sixty acres free of cost. All that a person has 
got to do is to select a vacant piece of United States govern- 
ment land; send in his application; then settle, improve and 
enjoy it like the free atmosphere and sunlight. It is not in 
the power of the government to do any more. If the So- 
cialists desire land they must make application to the govern- 

ment fore it; they can get all they want for nothing. 
Aucusr BUESING. 


On last Saturday evening about suudown, on the Sterling Johnson 
place, two and a half miles southeast of Milan, six angels were seen 
to‘fly down into the yard of Mrs. Wond, a widow lady. It seems 
that Mrs. Wood was Very ill and several ladies were present attend- 
ing to the wants of the sick, when a noise in the yard attracted 
their attention. Upon locking out of the window they saw an 
angel, and in a moment more it was joined by five others. They 
were there only a few moments, and took their flight, flying 
straight until lost from View. They, with the exception of wings, 
were.in the form and shape of man, with clear cut and finely. 
formed features, and were clothed with garments of pure and 
spotless white, while a halo of heavenly light encircled their heads. 
The above was told to us as the truth, and can be vouched for by 
the ladies in attendance upon Mrs Wood. Be that asit may, it has 
created considerable excitement in the neighborhood.—Milan Ex- 
change, Gibson Co., Tenn: 

Coatton, KY., Aug. 23, 1887. 

Mz. Eprror: From the inclosure you will see the angels 
hav been visiting in Tennessee, and as angels’ visits are 
so few and far between, I concluded to send you the account 
of the same, and hope you will not hav the audacity to 


doubt the truth of the statement. S. P. Herron, P.M. 


ASHTABULA, O., Aug. 25, 1887. 
Mr. Eprron: I was very much taken with the idea con- 
tained in the inclosed article in the Pittsburgh Commercial 
Gazette : 


Bitterness of feeling is becoming inieiis between the Roman 
Catholics of Germar and Irish descent in the Northwest. This is 
to be regretted. The fostering of foreign national animosities 
among American citizens under any pretext, or for any cause, isa 
positiv injury to the republic. Asa means of prevention in such 
case we would kindly suggest to all concerned the example set by 
the Protestaut Episcopal church in the early daysof the nation. It 
laid aside its foreign ecclesiastical allegiance, and became an 
American church without deviating from the doctrins or dogmas 
of the church of England in matters of faith and morals. Should 
the members of the Roman Catholic church in America pursue the 
fame course there is much reason to think that the grounds of such 
dissensions would be largely removed. Whatever may be our re- 
ligious creeds, political beliefs, or social ethics, we should. all be 
Americans, and the name of no other nationality be recognized 
among our citizens. 


If the doctor could induce his fellow-Catholics to throw off 
the authority of the pope, and start an American Catholic 
church entirely independent of Rome, how very much better 
citizens they would become. There would then be no reason 
for them to swear allegiance to the United States with a 
reservation, as they hav to do now, for their first allegiance 
is to the pope, and we all know he claims to be above all 
states or other governments. It is impossible to serve two 
masters, and while they owe allegiance to the pope they can 


not be true citizens of the United States; they cannot even 
own their own churches, but all church property is held in 
trust by the bishops for the propaganda in Rome, Italian 
aliens. How much more independent they would be as 
strictly American Catholics, owing no allegiance to any 
foreign potentate whatever, and keeping the millions of 
property in their own hands. If Dr. McGlynn can bring 
about this he will be the greatest benefactor to the United 
States as well as the Catholic church the world has yet seen, 
and the times seem opportune for such a movement. Let 
American Catholics throw off the Romish yoke and become 
American citizens indeed. Let them keep the deeds of the 
vast amount of church property that is theirs by right out of 
the hands of the blood-sucker of Rome, and manage their 
own affairs as all independent Americans do. If Dr. Mc- 
Glynn will advocate this I am mistaken if a large majority of 
the Catholic population does not join him with a wil] that 
will be perfectly irresistible. J. Downzs. 


New York, Aug. 27, 1887. 
Mr. Evrror: Boston's great mathematical genius, G. N. 
Hill, evades the proffered bet. 
test of his assertion -that his so-called Freethought calendar 
started with and from the ist of January, 1600, counting 


now 287 is all right; which I controvert as a gross error of. 


fact, because it counts one year short, as 288 is correct. 

He avoids the real question above and catches ata straw, 
juggler like. Let ug now examin his offer which he calls 
‘ generous and praiseworthy.” He seems to hav a “‘ Paine 
Hall share? and is willing to part with it, but I hav.no 
knowledge whether it is worth anything or nothing, and of 
course if worthless, or nearly so, what good would it do THE 
TRUTH SEEKER? Then he wants me to giv a share, or $25, to 
Mr. Seaver first; thereafter he will write to get a decision, 
holding meanwhile his share himself. Who ever heard of 
such an arrangement before? His writing might not giv 
the true question in discussion. ‘For the last time I will 
offer this: Let us ask the Editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER to 


send for a decision by a professor of mathematics in one of 


the named colleges, this question: ‘If a calendar is started 


from and with the first day of January, 1600, what is the 
number of the year to count now ?” 
be plain, the professor shall sign his name for publication in 
Tre TgoTH SEEKER, and maybe in other papers. 


Under the decision, to 


Now, if Mr. Hill will promis to put up the money or a 


certified check of $25, I will deposit first my $25 with THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, whose Editor is personally unknown to me, 
and within eight days after Mr. Hill is notified-he shall de. 
posit his money, not a share, with THE TRUTH SEEKER. If 
not complied with I shall be at liberty to withdraw because 


of Mr. Hill’s failure .to deposit. When both deposits are 
made, then let the Editor take the trouble to write for a de- 
cision; if I win, Taz TRUTE SEEKER shall hav the gain; if 
Mr. Hill wins, he shall be at liberty to pocket it if it -suits 
him. 

If this offer does not suit Mr. Hill, any other substitute of 
the 287 guard is welcome to take it up. FRED. Korzty. 


Fort BASSINGER, FLA., July 29, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav been rambling some about the state 
since I wrote before and hav never been able to get Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER regularly, but I got a lot when I reached 
Kissimmee City on my way up, and another lot at Charlotte 
Harbor some time ago. I suppose my time is about out, 
and as soon as I hit communication again I will send a little 
money. My trip from Charlotte Harbor,up the Caloochie- 
hatchie, threugh Okeechobee, up the Kissimmee, and through 
Lake Kissimmee, Hatchenbaw, Syphrus, and Tobopeklega 
to Kissimmee City would be interesting to those who love 
nature and beautiful wilds. I left Kissimmee for Gaines- 
ville, and farther up the state I met old friends I had not 
seen for six years, whom I had left as a poor wandering 
missionary, setting forth hoping to be able to shed a little 
light of reason and truth in the dark places where few, if 
any, had found it. I wished to teach all to walk by the 
plumb-line of rectitude, to love each other, and love the 
great universal animating power which I call God. I met 
with varied success. Sometimes many believed; but, alas! 
the blatant, pulpit-pounding, hell-fire and brimstone shouters 
drive reason from: man. But here I was again, after six 
years’ warfare in the wilds of south Florida. Those six 
years would make a history. 
around, and the crowds I spoke to reached away up in the 
hundreds. The six years’ absence, I suppose, caused many 
to come and see me, but I think a belief in common sense, 
equity, and evolution is taking possession of the people. 
I hope so. I returned to Kissimmee City, took command of 
the schooner Arcadia, and ran her down to Charlotte Har- 
bor. There was a baron the schooner, and sometimes the 
boys along the river (cow-boys) would get rather full, but 
we had no great trouble until I reached the quarantine boats 
lying awaiting such as we who should come up from Punta 
Rassa. These I was forced to run, as I had no clearance 
papers, and I supposed the cargo would be confiscated if 
captured. It was daylight, and a quarter-stern wind which 
rose to a gale, and the chase became exciting. The two 
sloops were about one mile astern. As I was about to 
round Punta Gorda, a blizzard struck me and snapped my 
foremast. Ilowered away the foresail. My jib still hung 
by the splintered mast. I ran my flag up, Union down, 
payed off the main-sheet, got before the wind, and con- 
tinued the race. As I hove anchor at Charlotte Harbor the 
foremost sloop was off about a cable’s length. We had some 
trouble, and I passed on to the United States revenue cutter 
and turned my schooner over to Hev. F. U. Durrence, 
United States officer. Thus ends the first cruise of the 
Arcadia. Itook the first train for Fort Ogden. Then came 
a lonely walk through the wilds for one hundred miles. Isaw 
much baleful country and much waste land, many cattle, 


He is not willing to abide the | 


ership, monopoly, is a just or unjust principle. 


My old friends gathered 


Social enjoyment, and to mutually assist each other. 


and not a few deer, and some turkeys. My sloop, the Lucy 
H., is here. My wife and boys are also here. I shall resta 
little, then go down to Charlotte Harbor, where I hope to 
get more TRUTH SEEKERS. 

While I was in Palatka I spent-a day or two with our good 
friend Morse, who is a business partner of Mrs. Vorce. That 
puts me in mind that I attended a Spiritual sté at her house, 
Mrs. Vorce being the medium. I hav but little faith in 
what I saw there, though I hope all. were sincere, for I 
should hate to think they did not believe it themselvs. 
They are kind people, but I could not find the thing I long 
hav sought (a spirit). : 

Iam glad those flags did not come South. It could not 
hav made the rising generation. feel more patriotic to see the 
battle-torn flags their fathers fought and died under. They 
should always remain among the boys or the children of the 
boys who took them. Rev. Sami. B. HURLBUT. : 


New Castiz, Wasa. TER., Aug. 18, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: The war I announced is over, and we are 
now gathering in the spoils in the shape of nine new sub- 
scribers. Pretty good—don’t. you think so? General 
Samuel P. Putnam took the lead, and led us on to a grand 
victory. He charged the enemy with his ** Universa! Mental 
Liberty " and his ‘‘ New Heaven and. Earth," and you may 
guess at the commotion that followed. I thought that we 
would hav another Uriah transaction, but we had prepared 
for any emergency of the kind, although. some wanted to 
hang him, others to tar and feather him, others dynamite 
him; but he got out all right after selling from thirty to 
thirty-five dollars’ worth of books, which will prepare 
his way for the next tour out here. We had splendid audi- 
ences both nights, but what created great animosity in 
the bosom of our Christian friends was that the band boys 
turned out to serenade my preacher, as they called Mr. Put- 
nam here; but for all that,it made our hearts feel kind of 
gay under the influence of such sweet music. 

Yours fraternally, JENKIN MORGAN. 


Broox.yn, N. Y., Aug. 25, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: The social problem being squarely made a 
political issue, I will suggest the expediency of the politician 
reformers giving us a logical definition of the term monopoly. 
For, unless they giv us an intelligent definition of the term, 
Ithink their tirades against monopoly should seem like 
sounding brass—plenty of sound, too much brass, and hol. 
low as a bubble. Though none should need to be informed 
of the self-evident fact that exclusiv ownership constitutes. 
monopoly, it appears that everybody has need to be reminded 
of the equally evident fact that private ownership, being 
necessarily. exclusiv, is monopoly per se, irrespectiv of the 
amount owned or the pretense on which ownership is as- 
sumed. Therefore Ithink it should seem absurdly incon- 
sistent to rail against monopoly, and advocate and foster & 
principle from which monopoly is inseparable and without 
which monopoly is impossible. Nevertheless, such appears 
to be the position generally taken by professional advocates 
of reform ; and their taking that position is somewhat sug- 
gestiv to my view that none need reforming more than do 
the reformers themselvs. 

“ Labor advocates? assume that human labor creates all 
wealth; on that questionable assumption they further as- 
sume that those who perform the labor should hav an ex- 
clusiv right to all wealth. That looks very like monopoly in 
another disguise, and can hardly fail to be the same monster 
‘of inequity in that disguise that he is in all others, notwith- 
standing the pretense of his being an honest workingman. 
Therefore until professional advocates of social reform can : 
unanimously agree to accept the self-evident fact that, by 
the law of out being, every individual inherits an equal right 
to liv and to the means of living, irrespectiv of all other con- 
siderations than the fact of his being, I shallthink it advis- 
able to hav an army in readiness to prevent them and their 
dupes asserting the right to establish monopoly on a broader 
and firmer base than it now has. Hence, the social problem 
is resolved into the simple question of whether private own- 
If it is a 
just principle, it should not produce unjust results, and no re- 
form should be needed or called for.. If it is an unjust prin- 
ciple, we should not reasonably expect to get just results from 
it, hence it should necessarily be abolished to initiate reform. 

Private ownership of wealth gave birth to the laws we hav 
and made them a necessity ; therefore nothing will be gained 
by repealing the laws unless we abolish the cause of them. 
I hav not yet made the discovery that private ownership ot 
wealth is so prolific of facilities for working people procur- 
ing the means of living that they can well afford to dispense 
with any of them. It requires millions of days! work to pay 
the interest on the national debt ; hence it givs employment 
to thousands that enables them to acquire the means of liv- 
ing. So does the army and navy. So does the liquor traffic. 
That traffic is peculiarly exempt from the charge of coercing 
people through their necessities to support it. Thercfore I 
shall fail to see that the working people will be benefited by 


‘abolishing them unless other facilities for procuring the 


means of living are amply provided. Hence, when we hav 
a system established that will secure ample means of living 
to every individual, man, woman, and child, without resort 
to base pyactices, we shall hav a healthy, vigorous, and pro- 
gressiv reform movement inaugurated. I shall fail to see any 
reasonable hope of reform on other terms or conditions. 

The individualist is unwilling to accept reform on those 
Conditions because they necessarily involve collectivism. 
Nevertheless, I think he wil] not undertake to dispute the 
self-evident fact that the human race are gregarious; in- 
stinctivly inclined to collectivism for mutual protection and 
But 
private ownership throws every individual upon his individ- 
ual resources, and compels him to be an individualist, prac. 
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. tically, whether he has a desire to be or not. Hence private 
ownership is the fundamental principle of individualism, 
and individualists are themselvs dissatisfied with the result ; 
but instead of reform they propose progress from bad to 
worse by repealing all laws. I think they had better not, 
for the laws are the only salvation of their pet institution. 

J. A. TUTTLE. 


LANARK, ÁRK., Aug. 5, 1887. 


Mr. Eprror : Inclosed in another letter you will find $1.50 |. 


to pay for Tax TRUTH SEEKER for another six months. [like 
Tar Teura SEEKER better than all the papers lever read— 
wicked as it is. Heston is leaving the monkey out sometimes. 
Send the ‘‘ righteous citizen” along; he or she is in the right 
place every time. We can’t do without our ancestor. I 
wish Tar Truta SEEKER and our cause grand success and a 
glorious victory for humanity’s sake. But, great eternal, 
what a fight there is ahead! T. H. MONTGOMERY.. 


SALEM, NEB., huge 21, 1887. 
Mz. Eprror: Brother Bell’s sojourn here was an intellect- 
ual treat to the Liberals. He delivered three of his splendid 
lectures, among which were many beautiful thoughts that 
will, I believe, help to develop individuality in everyone that 
heard:them. Below is an agreement by Rev. Williamson 
and W. 8. Bell to be fulfilled during the fall : 


* We, whose names are hereon, agree to discuss the following 
propositions: 

“1, Resolved, That Christ ia a historic character, the logos of 
God, and hence the savior of the world. Affirmativ, T. J. Wil- 
liamson. 

‘9, Resolved, That the Bible is of human origin, and not a revela- 
tion from God. Affirmativ, W.S. Bell." 


None of the Christians doubt the elder’s “ability to handle 
the gubject i in a most affable manner ” (local paper). . 

. Ever yours, T. P. BainzGar. 
Pine River, Cor., Aug. 16, 1887. 

Mr. Eoiror: It might be to the benefit of some syndicate 
or colonists to know where to get a fine tract of government 
land, estimated variously at from ten thousand to twenty 
thousand acres, susceptible of irrigation, water power im: 
mense. The water will hav to be taken out in a ditch about 
fifteen miles long. It is right in the heart of the finest stock 
country now extant, and right on the railrdad.. The altitude 
is about’ six thousand feet, and in as healthy a country as 
there is in the world, splendid for fruit, and mountain scen- 
ery. The climate is delightful. 

Now, if any person or corporation wants further particu- 
lars, they will please address me at my office. It isa fine 
opening for a colony. 

Please insert this in your valuable paper asa letter, and 
oblige Yours, not for Christ’s sake, but for the sake of 
humanity, E. Kerra. 


Winpom, Kan., Aug. 20, 1887. 

Me. Epiror: I suppose you claim to be what your ''In- 
fiddle paper," as the Catholic from Cork terms it, implies. 
If so, will you insert the following facts of my experience in 
Trae Trura SEEKER, which do away with cold Materialism 
in my case forever? The light of anew belief, nay, a positiv 
knowledge, has dawned upon me. 

About a year ago, being badly broken down: in health, 
from overwork at farming, I had a serious illness, during 
which whispering voices began to speak to me, which came 

^ from the viewless air. These voices claimed to be the voices 
of those who had died, relativs, friends, etc., but mostly 
those of strangers, who appeared to be solicitous about my 
health and gave me good advice in regard thereto. 

During my sickness I was sadly mistreated by a member 
of the medical fraternity, who, I am sorry to think, had the 
greenback god instead of the fear of the Lord before his 
eyes, and had he not been discharged, I should probably 
now be among these unseen people instead of conversing 
with them across the line—for at the present time they can 
talk to me better than ever. 

Since my Sangrado’s departure they hav taken charge of 
my case entirely, and benefited my health materially by 
treating me to electric shocks, manipulating my person in 
various ways, and administering, by nasal inhalation, fra- 
grant herb and delicious, fruitlike-smelling medicins. Who- 
ever they are, these people are far better educated and more 
refined than I am. 

They inform me that the reason they can influence me so 
well is that, owing to my peculiar physical organization, con- 
dition of health, their manipulations, etc., the spiritual part 

‘of my being—sight, hearing, etc.—is becoming preternat: 
urally developed. 

They not only talk to me as familiarly as those of my own 
family, but represent to my vision lifelike-looking people, 
animals, specimens of architecture, beautiful scenery, and 
flowers in brilliant colors of various hues. 

They claim to know what is going on in our world better 
than we do ourselvs, notwithstanding our telegraphs, rail- 
roads, newspapers, etc. 

They claim that every distinct thought, prominent act, 
and thing seen by the eyes of a mortal is plainly impressed 
on the cells of the brain and can be viewed by them at any 
time. In proof of this, they told me of acts in my past life 
which I had forgotten for years. 

They appear to be desirous that people here shoifld under- 
stand these things—particularly that, when death comes, 
their real persons liv on, unperceived by their friends be- 
cause they are spiritually blind, and that the better lives they 
liv in this their first conscious state of existence, the better 
prepared they will be to enter the next, which is the true 
life, and a'state of rational enjoyment according as they be- 
came fitted for it, untrammeled by earthly care and drudg- 
ery, and everlasting. So we may truly say of the sol, in 
the words of Addison's ‘‘ Cato ;” 


The stars shall fade away, the sun . 

Himself shall die, and nature sink in years, - 
But thou shalt flourish in immortal youth, 
Unhurt amidst the war of elements, 

The wreck of matter, and the crush of worlds. 


Although they inform me about things in their world as 
fast as I can comprehend them, which they call fundamental 


"truths, they are not always in a serious mood, but appear to 


believe in the old saw : 


A little nonsense now and then 
Is relished by the best of men. 


I hav laughed heartily at many a fine joke from one who 
claims to hav been a humorist well known on earth several 
years ago.. In fact, each one who talks with me—and I hav 
a gcod many invisible visitors—has a distinct individuality, 
the same as mortals. 

To conclude, I know very little about Spiritualism, as 
taught by its earthly advocates. I saw just enough of its 
manifestations years ago to excite my ridicule. Having a 


| knack at rhyming, I even went so far as to satirize it ina 


metrical composition, which I was vain enough at the time 
to think very smart, but which looks a little queer to me now 
in the light of my present knowledge—for I suppose mine to 
be-a case of genuin Spiritualism. 

By the way, I see you advertise a book, written by an 
M.D., on “ The Treatment of Mediomania.” I merely men- 
tion it out of curiosity, for I hav no use for the book. In 


my present state of mind, I would rather not be cured of it.- 


On the contrary, I really hope the disease will become more 
prevalent, and in good time be universally acknowledged as 
a means to the truth which all men must realize some time. 

I now look upon Spiritualism as the most rational doctrin 
in regard to nature's final disposition of the human race ever 
taught to man. 

Its earthly teachers are not trained in a theological school, 
but constitute a certain few of our race who seem to be 
marked. by nature's self for their calling, and who, under 
favorable circumstances, become fully developed and in- 
spired by those who appear to understand the art, and cer- 
tainly ‘‘ know whereof they speak.” N. 8. 


Sr. Louis, Mo., Aug. 26, 1887. 

Mz. Epiror: If there is anything that I dislike to do it is 
to occupy the precious space in our greatest champion, THz 
T&urB SEEKER, simply for the purpose of quibbling. . 

I am aware that dullness of comprehension is one of the 
worst faults of the human mind, and, too often, it is the re. 
sult of neglect of proper mental exertion. In our TRuTH 
SrEkgE of August 18, 1887, our beloved Malcolm tried to 
show that money is not a measure of values, and that a yard 
stick is a measure of distance, because distance is definit, 
while values fiuctuate. To which I would say that distance 
also may fluctuate, and the unit of distance-measure may 
fluctuate by expansion and contraction, as does a surveyor's 
chain, by and through the changes of temperature. The 
distance between two ships upon the water may change 
(fluctunte) as may the value of Mr. Malcolm's horse. But at 
the time the comparison is made of the yardstick with the 
distance between the ships, it is found that the yardstick 
“ goes into,” or is contained in the distance a certain number 
of times, with or without a remainder. And this comparison 
is called measurement, just as the value of the horse, when 
established or agreed upon, is compared with the unit of 
value-measure, which, in the United States, is the dollar, and 
which may '*go into," or be contained in, the value of the 
horse a certain number of times, with or without a remainder. 
Not that the dollar establishes the value of the horse any 
more than the yardstick establishes the distance between the 
Ships. Supply and demand cause the establishment of 
value, while other conditions cause that of distance ; and the 
value, when once fixed, ascertained, or agreed upon, is 
measured by, compared with, and expressed in dollars just 
a8 distance, when ascertained, is measured by, compared 
with, and expressed in yards. 

A wealth-measure (dollar) established as I suggested in 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER of June 18, 1887, would be as nearly 
stable as is the surveyor's chain made of iron, while the dol. 
lar, made of or based upon gold or silver, regardless of its 
volume, is about as would be a surveyor’s chain made of 
indiarubber. When buying land the surveyor, when meas- 
uring it, might stretch out his iudiarubber chain to thrice, 
and, when selling land, he might measure it with his rubber 
chain at its normal length, just as the bankers do with 
money. 

To illustrate, I will say that in 1879 some capitalists in 
Europe and America concocted a scheme to conquest, 
financially, Mexico. They first ascertained that the money 
in that county was of silver, and that the volume thereof was 
about $5 per capita, and that the wages of the average 
laborer there was about $5 per month including his food and 
lodging. They also knew that if they could obtain a permit 
to increase the volume of money in Mexico from $5 to $30 
per capita, the wages of the average laborer would then in- 
crease from $5 to about $30 per month. They also knew 
that railroads in Mexico could not be made to yield a profit- 
able income. But, in order, that the Mexican Congress 


| might not be able to discern the trickery of their scheme, 


those foreign capitalists planted some non-paying railroads in 
that country, so that the boom that they were about inaug- 
urating there, and the consequent prosperity of the industries 
of the people, might falsely be attributed to the railroads. 
They then sent the renowned capitalist-aiding General Grant, 
under instructions, over to Mexico, and he prevailed. upon 
the over-awed, elated, and astounded Mexican Congress to 
enact a law which provided that whenever a banker in any 
of the principal cities of that country could show that he had 
one million silver Mexican dollars in his safe, and other 
property to the value of two million Mexican silver dollars, 
he might, upon that security, issue $2,000,009 in bank bills 
(paper money). This security was to be appraised every 


month by a board of appraisers appointed by the govern- 
ment, and the banker was obliged to publish his balance- 
sheet once every month in a prominent newspaper in the city 
wherein the bank was situated. Banks were then established 
in all the principal cities in Mexico, and all those. bankers 
began to issue their paper money, paying it out for real 
estate which they bought. 

For an example I will refer to the house and lot, No: 50 
Commerce street, in Mexico City, which, under a volume of 
money of $5 per capita, was worth $10.000. The banker 
bought this house, and also many others, and paid $10,000 
of his brand.new paper money for it. The man of whom 
the banker bought the house, having his pockets full of 
money, began to make many purchases of things that he 
fancied he stood in need of, as did many others who had 
sold houses to the bankers, and for various amounts. 

Thus, in 1881, business in Mexico boomed as it did in no 
other country. Labor advanced in price from 20 cents to $1 : 
a day, because dollars were abundant and cheap. The vol- 
ume of money there had been increased frem $5 to $80 per 
capita, and, of course, as would hav been the case with 


apples, or with anything else, dollars were abouts six times 


cheaper than they, prior thereto, had been. Each house, 
being an embodiment of so much labor, arose in value in the 
same proportion as did labor in any other form, till in 1888 
the aforesaid house at No. 50 Commerce street was worth 
$60,000, and the appraisers were compelled to appraise it at 
that amount, as well as all other houses of that class that the 
banker had bought. And thus the wealth of his bank 
amounted to many millions, while his issue of paper money 
was only two millions, and, of course, it always remained at 
par with silver dollars. Then, in 1888, all those bankers in 
Mexico began to sell real estate. The house at No. 50 Com- 
merce street was sold for $60,000, one-half cash, the balance 
to be paid in three yearly payments together with 10 per 
cent interest thereon. 

The banker received the cash payment, $30,000 (the orig- 
inal cost of three such houses) in his own bank bills, and 
immediately burnt it up, saying, *' There, that is $30,000 of 
my paper issue honestly redeemed.” 

At the end of the first year, the purchaser of the house 
walked into the bank and paid the first yearly instalment, 
$13,000, and, as before, the banker committed it to the 
flames. This was repeated at the end of the second year, 
&nd all the paper money the banker had issued had been 
thus redeemed and burnt up; leaving in circulation, in Mex- 
ico, but $5 per capita of silver money, and of course this 
house and lot were worth, as before, under à like volume of 
money, $10,000. At the end of the third year, the purchaser, 
owing principal and interest, $11,000, walked into the bank 
and told the banker that he had no money with which to pay 
it; that a terrible money panic had prevailed throughout 
Mexico during the last past year, and that he had found it a 
difficult task to keep his family from starvation- To which 
the banker replied saying, ‘‘ Well, then I must foreclose the 
lien that I reserved against the property to secure the prompt 
payment of the purchase money. Pizness is pizness.” The 
property was then sold at auction, and the banker bid it in 
at $10,500; leaving the purchaser still in debt to him, by 
promissory note, to the amount of $500; and ever since that 
time Mexico has been the dullest country out of doors. 
Those bankers all operated together, as do the national bank- 
ers throughout the United States, and now they own (or 
hold) a great portion of the most valuable property in the 
principal cities in Mexico; having treated the people there 
just as the bankers hav treated the people throughout the 
United States, through every money panic that has cursed 
our country. 

Thus it may be seen how and why the total real ánd per- 
sonal wealth of New York city, with a population of about 
265,000, in 1836, amounted to $309,500,920, and, in 1850, 
when the wealth and population of that city had more than 
doubled that of 1836, the total value of her real and personal 
property amounted to but $286,061,816. 

"Every person who had, under an inflated volume of 
mouey, contracted to pay dollars, and was, thereafter, com- 
pelled to pay those dollars, under a contracted (reduced) 
volume of money, was robbed, world without end! 

I don’t mean to say that I hav stated the condition of 
affairs in Mexico exactly as it was, but nearly so, and sufi- 
ciently so for Alustration. 

Weare just now, throughout the United States (Benighted 
States) entering upon another of those horrid money panics. 
The amount of money in the United States now is about $18 
per capita. But $653,000,000 (about $11 per capita) of it 
is, by and through over-taxation, cornered, locked up in our 
treasury at Washington; leaving in circulation but $7 per 
capita among the people. I sincerely hope that none of the 
truth seekers owes dollars upon his home that fall due and 
must be paid under such a contracted condition of our 
money. f 

If the capitalists in America hav combined with those of 
Europe, wheat may go down in price, next year, to twenty- 
five cents per bushel; and all other wealth into which labor 
may hav been converted may go down in proportion; in 
which case railroad charges should be proportionately re- 
duced; else the capitalist with his railroad will, as usual, 
get three times his share of wealth. 

The capitalistic element corner money just as they do 
wheat, and if one is compelled to pay dollars when dollars 


‘are scarce and dear, he is in the same predicament that he 


would be in if he were obliged to deliver wheat when wheat 
might be scarce and dear. It is not a shrinkage in values; 
it is an increase in the wealth-measuring capacity of the dol- 
lar. Hoping that I may not hav failed to make this matter 
at least fully as clear as mud, and that our renders and 
thinkers may read this in connection with my letter in Tux _ 
TRUTH SERKER of June 18th, I am, 


Respectfully, Gzonoz NEWTON. 
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Very Cheap Pamphlets. 


o 
We hav on hand alarge number of the following 
of COLONEL INGERSOLL'S pamph ets, which 
wil be disposed of at cost, as fol ows: 
; Ingersoll Cutechised: _ 
His Answers to a Number of Vital Questions Pro- 


pounded by the Editor of the **San Franciscan ;" 
singly, 3 cents; per dozen, 20 cents; per hundred, 


xD: ORTHODOXY, 


A lecture, fifty-four closely printed large 12mc 
pages; 10 cents; fifteen, $1; and $6 per hundred. 
Civil Rights Speech, 

Including the addressof Frederick D-uglas, fifty- 
three-large octavo pages, singly, 10 cents; fifteen 
for $1; aad $6 per hundred. 

Toe Truth of History, 
This is a comment by Colonel Ingersoll up»n 
the religious lies that hav been told, abont him- 
self, and first made its appearance in these col- 
umns. Price 3 cents; 30 cents per dozen; $2 per 
hundred. . 


BIBLE IDOLATRY, . 
A letter Colonel Ingersoll wrote to the editor of 
the London “Secular Review." Price 8 cents; 30 
cents per doz., or $2 per hundred. 
INGERSOLL ON McGLYNN, 


Being the comments and opinions of Mr. Inger- 
soll upon the fight in the Catholic church between 
the late pastor of St. Stephen's and his employer, 
the pope. Price 8 cents; 30 cents per doz., or $2 
per hundred. 


. We auggest that these be purchased in quanti- 
ties, and given sway to Christiane, and it is with 
that not unreasonaole exp. ctation that the vrices 
hav been placed 80 low. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
' 38 La ayette Pi., New York. 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLUS 


Great Cen:ennial Oration 
ON THE i 


Declaration of Independence, 


ALSO THE 
Immortal Document, 


And the National Anthem entitled : 
“LAND OF LIBERTY.” 
Price, 6 cts; 5 copies, 25 cts; 25 copies, $1. 


Address THe TRUTH BEEKER COMPANY, 
98 Lafayette Place. New York. 


REDUCED TO $1.09. 
THE STORY HOUR. 
A Book for Children and Youth, 


BY MISS SUSAN H. WIXON. 
Over a hundred fine illustrations. 


Our Flag Above the Cross. 


This device is for 
Paper and envel- 
opes for Secular 
Unions and others, 


PRICES: 
Half-note, b'k ink, 
per quire, . .18 
Envelopes, black 
ink, per pack, .18 
Paper or envelopes 
with local ad- 
dress, 1,000, $6.00 
Half-note, 4colors, 
per quire, . .25 
Envelopes,4 colors, 
per pack, . .25 
Paper or envelopes 
4 colors, with !o- 
cal address, per 
1,000, . . $10.00 
Address 


Tho Truth Seeker. 


Li 


OOPYRIGHTED, 


Any profit from sales will be devoted to the free 
distribution of Liberal literature. ~ 


W.S BELL'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Conflict between Christianity 
and Civilization. 


PRICE, Si ts ef ef 7 7 15 CENTS. 


It is a stunner; concise, scholarly, and good.— 
M. E. Billings. s 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
: PRICE, 15 CENTS. 

Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. 

Iam much pleased with your address. ‘i 
notice it in Man. — P. B. Wakeman, on And Will 

A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. It is a very 
abie paper; and deserves wide dissemination.—The 

e. 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
PRIOE, 20 CENTS. 


The number of heads under which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which each poing is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
Itake great pleasure in recommending * Anti- 
Prohibition.” to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the 
J.J. MgCabe. 

Price 15 opnta. 


pringiples of solf-government.— 
For sale at this offipe. 


THE HUMBOLDT LIBRARY. 


Price 15 cents each number, unless otherwise marked, 


1. Light Science for Leisure Hours. A series of 
familiar essays on astronomical and other 
natural phenomena. By Richard A. Proc- 
tor, F.R.A.8. ; 

2. The Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivers, Ice 
and Glaciers. 19:llustrations. By John Tyn- 
dall, F.R.S. 

8. Physics and Politics. An application of the 

rinciples of Natural Science to Political 
ciety. By Walter Bagehot, Author of 
“The English Constitution." 

4. Man's Place in Nature. With numerous illus- 
trations. By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 

5. Education, Intellectual, Moral, and Physical. 
By Herbert Spencer. 

6. Town Geology. With Appendix on Coral and 
Coral Reefs. By Charles Kingsley. 

T. Conservation of Energy. With numerous Illug. 
trations. By Balfour Stewart, LL.D. 

8. Study of La ages, brought back.to its Trus 
principles. By C. Marcel. 

9, The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 

10. Theory əf Sound in its Relation to Music. 

Numerous illustrations. By By Prof. Pietro 

Blaserna. 

4. ) The Naturalist on the River Amazon. _A rec- 

ord of 11 years’ travel. By Henry Walter 

12. Bates, F.L.8. Not sold separately. 

18. Mind and Body. The theories of their rela- 
tions. By Alexander Bain, LL.D. 

14. The Wonders of the Heavens. 32 illustration 
By Camille Flammarion. > 

15. Longevity. The means of prolonging life after 
middle age. By John Gardner, MD. 

By Thomas H. Huxley 


17. Progress: Its Law and Cause. With other dis. 
quisitions. By Herbert Spencer. 

18. Lessons in Electricity. 60 illustrations. Br 
John Tyndall, F.R.S. 

19. Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. By 
Richard A. Proctor. 

30. si a of Astronomy. By R. Kalley Miller, 

91. The Physical Basis of Life, with other essays. 
By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 

22, Seeing and Thinking. By William Kingdon 
Clifford, F.R.S. 

33. Scientific Sophisms. A review of current 
theories conce-ning Atoms, Apes; and Men 
By Samuel Wainwright, D.D. 

24. Popular Scientific Lectures. Illustrated. B 

rof. H. Helmholtz. 

25. Origin of Nations. By Prof. Geo. Rawlinson 
Oxford University. 

26. The Evolutionist at Large By Grant Allen 

27. History of Landholding n England. B: 
Joseph Fisher, F.R.H.S. 

?8. Fashion in Deformity, as illustrated in th: 
customs of Barbarous aud Civilized Race: 
Numerous illustrations. By William Henr: 
Flower, F.R.S. 3 

29. Facts and Fictions of Zoology. Numerou 
illustrations. By Andrew Wilson, Ph. D. ` 

30. } 

21, 


Study of Words. By Richard QChenevi: 
38. Hereditary Traits and other Essays. By Rich 


16. Origin of Species, 
FAS P 


Trench. 
ard roctor. 
33. Vignettes from Nature. By Grant Allen. 
34, Philosophy of Style. By Herbert Spencer. 


35, Oriental Religions. By John Caird, Pret 
niv. Glasgow, and Others. 
36. Lectures on Evolution. Illustrated. By Prot 
T. H. Huxley. 


37. Biz, Lectures on Light. Illustrated. By Johi 
yndall. 
st Geological Sketches. By Archibald Geikie 
3f F.R.S. à 
40. The Evidence of Organic Evolution. By Geo 
J. Romanes, F.R.S. : 


41. Current Discussions in Science. By W. M 
. Williams, F.C.S. 
42. History of the Science of Politics. By Freder- 
ick Pollock. 


18. Darwin and Humboldt. By Professor Huxley 

: Professor Agassiz, and others. 

i Dawn, of History. By C. F. Keary, of the 

45.f British Museum. 

16. Dissases of Memory. By Th. Ribot. Tran- 
slated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 

17, Obildhood of Religions. By Edward Clodd: 


48, Lifein Nature. Illustrated. By Jas. Hinton. 

49. The Sun : its Constitution; its Phenomena: 
its Condition. By Judge Nathan T. Carr, 
Columbus, Ind, 

50.1 Money and the Mechanism of Exchange. Bj 

51.6 Prof. W. Stanley Jevons, F.R.S. 

52. Diseases of the Will. By Th. Ribot. Trans 
lated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 

53. Animal Automatism, and other Essays. By 
Prof. T. H. Huxley, F.R.S. 


54, Birth and Growth of Myth. By Edward Clodd. 
F.R.A.S. 


55. Scientific Basis of Morals, and other Essays. 
By William Kingdon Clifford, F.R.8. 


2 Ilusions, Dy James Sully. 


e The Origin of Species. By Charles Darwin. 

99.) Two double numbers; 30 cents each. 

80. Childhood of the World. By Edward Clodd. 

61. Miscellaneous Essays. By Richard A. Proctor. 

62, Religions of the Ancient World. By Prof. Geo. 
Rawlinson, University of Oxford. Double 
number, 30 cents. 

63. Progressive Morality. . By Thomas Fowler, 
b 4D president of Corpus Christi College, 

xfor 

64. Distribution of Animals and Plants. By A. 
Russel Wallace and W. T. Thiselton Dyer. 

55. Conditions of Mental Development; and other 
Essays. By Wm. Kingdon Clitfor 

66. Technical Education ; end other Essays. By 
Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.8. 


97. The Black Death. An Account of the Grent 
Pestilence of the Fourteenth Centurs- 44* 
J. F. C. Hecker. 

68. (Special number, 10 cents.) Three Essay 


erbert Spencer. 
69. (Double Number, ancentey: Fetichism : A Cor 
tribution to Anthropology and the Histor: 
of Religion. By Frit: Schultze, Ph.D. Trans- 
lated from the German by J. Fitzgeral? 


M.A. 

70. Essays Speculativ and Practical By Herber 
Spencer. 

. Anthropology. By Daniel Wil L.D. 

4 With Appendix in ‘Archeology. T yE B. 
Tylor, F.R.S. 

72. The Dancing Mania or the Middle Ages. By 
J. F. C. Hecker, M.D. 


79. Evolution in History, Language, and Science. 

our Addresses delivered at the London 

Orystal Palace School of Art, Science, and 
Literature. S ANT 

74. The Descent of Man; and selection in relation 


to Sex. By Charles Darwin. In € party 
15 cents each. 
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FREETHOUGHT WORKS. 
For Sale at Taz Truru Sexer Office. 


Hume’s Essays. Essays and treatises 
on various: Subjects. By Davm HUME, 
Esq. With a brief sketch of the author's 
life and writings, to which are added 
dialogues concerning natural religion. 
Price, $1.50. 


Idols and Igeals, with in Essays on 
Christianity. By Moncurr D. Cosway, 
the brilliant Rationalistic preacher of 
London. $1.50. 


If, Then, and When. From the doc- 
trins of the Church. By WARREN SUMNER 
Bartow. 10 cents. 


Image Breaker (the). By Jouy E. 
Remspura. Six lectures bound together, 
25 cents. Separately, 5 cents each. 1, 
The Decline of Faith; 2.-Protestant In. 
tolerance; 3. Washington an Unbeliever; 
- 4, Jefferson an Unbeliever; 5. Paine and 
` Wesley; The Christian Sabbath. 


Infidel’s or Inquirer's Text-book, be- 
ing.the substance of thirteen lectures op 
the Bible. By Rosrzr COOPER. $1. 


Ingersoll in Canada. A Reply to 
Wendling, Archbishop Lynch, **By. 
stander,” and others. By ALLEN PRINGLE. 
15 cents. 


Is Life Worth Living. By Wurm 
H. Marrocx. Contents: The New Im- 

: port of the Question, Morality and the 
Prize of Life, Sociology as the Fountain 
of Morality, Goodness as its own Re. 
ward, Love as the test of Goodness, Life 
as its own Reward, The Superstition of 
Positivism, The Practical Prospect. The 
Logic of Scientific Negation, Morality, 
and Natural Theism, The Human Race 
and Revelation, Universal History and 
the claims of the Christian Church, Be- 
lief and Will. Paper $1.00; cloth, $1.50. 


Jehovah Unveiled; or, The Character 
of the Jewish Deity Delineated. A new 
and valuable book. 35 cents. 


Kneeland’s National Hymns. 35 cts. 
Koran (the). A new English edition 


of the Koran of Mohammed, to which is 
added the life of Mohammed, or the his- 
tory of that doctrin which was begun and 
carried on by him in Arabia. Price, $1.50 


Letters of Junius. Two volumes. in 
E From the latest London edition. 


Letters to Eugenia; or, A Preserva- 
tiv Against Religious Prejudices. By 
Baron D'Horsaca, author of the ** System 
of Nature," etc. Translated from the 
French by Antsony C. MippLEroN, M.D. 
Price, $1.00. 


Life of Paine. By J. E. Rxwssune. 
Paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


‘Life of Thomas Paine, author of 


“Common Sense,” * Rights of Man,” 
“Age of Reason,” ete., with critical and 
explanatory observations on his writings. 
By Guiszrr Vang. $1.00. 


Love and Transition: A Plea in poetry 
for the practicalization of known truth. 
By Mary E. TinnorsoN. $1.00. 


Love Ventures of Tom, Dick, and 
Harry. A Spicy Narrativ. ‘And they 
were naked and not ashamed.” 50 cents. 


Man’s Nature and Development. By 
HENRY GEORGE ATKINSON, G. S., and 
HarrwæT ManrINEAU. $1.50. 


Modern Thinkers: What they Think 
and Why. (Principally on Social 
Science.) By Van Bevren DzNsLow, LL. 
D., with an introduction by R. G. Inger- 
soll. With eight portraits: Comte, Swe- 
denborg, Adam Smith, Jeremy Bentham, 
Thomas Paine, Fourier, Herbert Spencer, 
and Ernst Haeckel. 384 pages. $1.50. 


Moral Education: Its Laws and Meth- 
ods. By Prof. J. R. BUCHANAN. A new 
method to conquer crime, disease, and 
misery, which churches, colleges, and 
governments have signally failed to do. 
$1.50. 


Moral Physiology; A Brief and Plain 
Treatis on the Population Question. By 
Rozert Dare Owen. 60 cents. 


Mortality of the Soul and the Immor- 
tality of its Elements. By A. Sniper DE 
Pertixceini. 10 cents. ; 


Myths and Myth-Makers: Old Tales 


and Superstitions interpreted by compar- 
alive: Mythology. By Joun Fiskg, M.A. 
LL.B., of Harvard College. $2. 


Origin and Development of Religious 
Ideas and Befiefs, as manifested 
in history and seen by reason. By Mom. 
RIS EINSTEIN. $1. 

Orthodox Hash, with a Change of 
Diet. By Warren Sumner BARLOW. 

cents. 


Paradise Lost; or, The Great Dragon 
Cast Out. 60 cents. 

Personal Immortality and Other 
Papers. By Joss OrrExHEm. Ex- 
tra cloth, 12mo, 98 pages. 75 cents. 


SPIRITUALISTIC WORKS. 
For Sale at Taz Trutra SEEKER Office. 


Achsa- W. Sprague’s and Mary 
Clarks Experiences in the First 
Ten Spheres of Spirit-Life. Paper, 20 
cents. 


After Death ; the Disembodiment of 
Man, The World of Spirit, Its Location, 
Extent, Appearance, Inhabitants, Cus- 
toms, Sex and its uses there. By P. B. 
RawporPH. Price, $2.00. : 


After Dogmatic Theology, What? 
Materialism, or, a Spiritual Philosophy 
and Natural Religion. By Grues B. STEB- 
Bins. Cloth, 75 cents; paper, 50 cents. 


Agassiz and Spiritualism: Involving 
the Investigation of Harvard College Pro- 
fessors in 1857. By ALLEN PUTNAM, 
author of ‘Bible Marvel-Workers,” 
“Spirit Works,” ‘Natty a Spirit,” etc. 

` This sterling work combines in itself the 
characteristics of memoir, essay, and re- 
view. The matter considered is of vital 
interest to the cause of Spiritualism, and 
readers cannot fail of being pleased with 
the treatment which Mr. Purman accords 
to it. Price, 25 cents. 


Angel of Horeb. By M. B. Craven. 
A Critical Review of Biblical Inspiration 
and Divinity. Paper, 10 cents. . 


Angel Voices from the Spirit-World. 
ssays taken indiscriminately from a 
large amount written under angel influ- 


ence. By James Lawrance, Dial and 
Transcribing Medium, and Reputed 
Author. Cloth, pp. 400; $1.00. 


An Hour With the Angels; or, A 
: Dream of the Spirit Life. By A. BRIGHAM. 
Price, 50 cents. 


Answers to Charges in General Be- 
lief. By Mr. and Mrs A. E. Newron, 


Price, 15 cents. 


Armageddon; or, the Overthrow of 


Romanism and Monarchy. By S. D. 
° BarnpwriN. Price, $1.50. 
Baptism of Fire. An Autobiographi- 


cal Sketch. By Lucrrer. Price, 30 cents, 


` t 
Battle-Ground of the Spiritual Re- 
formation. By S. B. Barrran, M.D. 
The latest and best defense of Spiritual- 
ism —at once a text-book and a vindica- 
tion. An armory from which Spiritualists 
will draw weapons for years. Price, $2. — 


Better Views of Living; or, Life Ac- 


cording to the Doctrin, *: Whatever Is 
Is Right. By Dr. A. B. Cur. Price, $i. 


Beyond the Breakers. A Story of 
the Present Day. By Ropert Dank Owen. . 
Finely illustrated. This story of village 
life in the West is, in its narrow and in- 
terior meaning, a profoundly spiritual 
story, through and. by whose numberless 
incidents, scenes, characters, and narra- 

* tions is illustrated the great truth of 
spirit-life and communion. Cloth, $1.50. 


Beyond the Veil.  Dictated by the 
Spirit of P. B. RANDOLPH, through the 
mediumship of Mrs. E. H. M'Doug.1 and 
Mrs, Luna Hutchinson. Cloth, with 
steel-plate portrait. of P. B. Randolph. 


Price, $1.50. 
Biblical Chronology. By M. B. 


Craven. Contrasting the Chronological 
Computations of the Hebrew and Septua- 
gint Versions from Adam to Christ; Crit. 
ical Essay on the Geographical Location ' 
of the Garden of Eden. Paper, 10 cents. 


Bible in the Balance. A Text Book 
for Investigators. The Bible weighed in 
the balance with history, chronology, 
Science, literature, and itself. With illus- 
trations. By Rev. J. G. Fisx. Cloth, $1,50 


Bible Marvel- Workers, And the Pow- 
er which helped or made them perform 
mighty works and utter inspired words; 
together with some personal traits and, 
characteristics of prophets, apostles, and 
Jesus, or New Readings of “The Mira- 
cles." By ALLEN PurNAM. Price, $1.25. 


Book on Mediums; or, Guide for Me- 
diums and Invocators. By ALLEN CanpEC. 
Price, $1.50. l 


Buddhism and Christianity Face to 
Face. By J. M. Pressures. A Dis- 
cussion between a Buddhist priest and an 
English clergyman. Paper, 25 cents. 


Chapters from the Bible of the Ages, 
Compiled by G. B. SrzssiNs. Price, $1.50 

Christianity Before the Time of 
Christ. By M. B. Craven. With 
Quotations from the Ancient Sages and 
Fathers, Showing the Historic Origin of 
Christian Worship. Paper, 25 cents. 


Christ and the People. By A. B. 
Curup. Price, $1.25. 

Christ, the Corner-stone of Spiritual- 
ism. By J. M. Przsres. 10 cents. 


Civil and Religious Persecutions in 
the State of New York. By 
Tomas R. Hazanp. Paper, 10 cents, 
Ülaims of Spiritualism. By a Medi- 
cal Man. Price, 25 cents, 
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Ir gersolls Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, "The Gods,” 
* Humboldt,” ‘Thomas Paine,” * Individual- 


ity," and ** Heretics and Heresies.” 
The Ghosts. Paper, 50 ets ; cloth, 1.25. 
t8: “The Ghosts," * Liberty for Man, 
Moma, dud Child," ** The Declaration of In- 
depehdence," “About Farming in Illinois," 
“The. Grant Banquet,” “The Kev. Alexander 
Olark,” ' The Past Bises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and ** A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll.” 
Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25. 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 


plain cloth, $1.25. 


What Must We Doto Be Saved! Pa- 
per, 25 cents. oe 

The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Orthuduxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
ould be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 


. & Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 
Millions of these should be circulated. 


Vindication of Thomas Parme from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents. 
Ingersoll's Lectures Complete. 
ound in one volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on “ Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one: beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 
Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s ‘Tribute to 
is Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 
“Little Harry Miller's Grave," that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and ín large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
to any address. for Skoter or either one for 15cta. 
Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book is a gem. It is a model in every re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. , It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated “ Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “ tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and ay-to-day con- 
versations of the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
urpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled e gos gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
„Salf, highest possible style and finish, $9. — 
Life. A Prose Poem. Printed in 


eolors on board, beveled gilt edges. 50 cents. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
boudoir, $1; cabinet. 40 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


J. E. Remsburg's Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remaburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 

„Church and the Republic. 2 

Bible Morais.. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture Falsehood and 
Deception ; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
UC aiuaness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcratt; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy: Ignorance and Idiocy ; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. A 

Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 
&nd most.thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Bab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Boriptures gnd the Sabbath; Examination of 
Bun ax Argumenta; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
abb ath during the Middle Ages: The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 25 cents; six copies, $1.00. 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 


ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the story 
of the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lead- 


ing traits of his character and genius: and vin-- 


dicates his name from the aspersions Cast upon 
it. Choice extracts trom ‘“‘Common Sense,” 
* American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted Raper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents: 
sloth, 75 cents. $ 

Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Ohristian Sabbath. Each 
§ cents; bound, a 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 


The Apostie of iberty. An address 
ore t 


delivered ip Paine Hall, he he N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention, J &uuary 99,1884. Price, 


10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


RUPTURES CUREDS 


myMedica! Compound and Improyed 
Elastic Supporter Truss in from $0 to 
90 days. Reliable references given. Send 
stamp for circular, and say in what papet 
you saw my advertisement, Address Qapt, 
W. A. Collings, Smithville, Jefferson Co, i 
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Reported for the “ Truth Seeker " by 


and Printed by Permission of 


WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


Was Jesus an Impostor? A debate between a 
Scotch novelist, Agnes Rollo Wilkie, and Arthur 
The best conducted debate of modern 


Two Revelations. 
Real Blasphemy. 5 cts. 
Bible Saints—Nos. 1 


Spinoza. 6 cts. 
Miracle-Workers, 


and Happiness. The Brain and the Soul. | 


Natural Selection. 


is. 
atte and COo., 17 Johnson's Court, 
E.0., London, Eng. 
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RITTLE#BESSONS | 


FOR 


‘LITTLE FOLKS. 


By AUNT ELMINA 


(Mrs. E. D. SLENKER). 


D 


NEW YORK: 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


"PTT [ETE TTCITETTETTETIE TEXTE ATL TLLA NENS NJESI CNN 


alg ale alas ales alc 


Sle 
PRICE. 


. L N. BAKER, 


the Author, 


EDITION. 


New YORK: 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


PRICE, 6 CENTS. 


The Mirror of Free- 


The Bible and Darwinism. 


rad 8. Bach's cts, Hoses Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
Christianity a Degrading Religion. B cts. by the Bible. 
Fictitious Gods. E 


5 
The Old Faith and the New. 5ots. Bruno and 
The Bible God and His Favoritas. : 


Natural Man. 5 cta. 
5cts. Health. Wealth, , > 


Man and theeLower 


SHE ONLY GORREGT 


Bible Temperance: 


Bibheal Errors and Secular Truths, 25 LIQUOR DRINKING 


Scts. Bible Horrors; or, 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


ature and the Gods. 5cts. Design and — mig ina companion book to Remsburg's “ Bible 
Morals." 48 pages; price 10 cents. 


TRUTH SEEKER QO. 
Bodens TEE tayotio Piace, New York. 


THE WATCH OF THE FUTURE. | 


The new, latest improved 14 karat filled gold 
watches are the best and most durable in the 
world for little money. Prices agam reduced, 
Seven jewels, $25; 11 jewels, $27.50; 15 jewels, £30, 
Rame, adjusted to heat and cold, $34. Ladies’, 7 
jeweled, $20; 11, $22; 15, $28; with giuss inside cap, 
$3 less; Louis XIV. style, $3 more; all best Ameri- 
can hunting stem-winders; open face, gold cap, 
33 less; open screw case, $5 less; all cases accom, 
panied by manufacturer's and my guarantee for 
20 years. Above movements in 3 ounce silver - 
cases, $13 leas; 4 ounce. $12 less; 5 ounce, $10 50; 
and 6 ounce, $9 less. Ail guaranteed one year and 
sent prepaid. if on line of American Express 
office or per registered mail, subject to approval, 
and cash refunded if not satisfactory. 

ATCH WORK. 


Send me your watches to be repaired. Inclose 
$1 for cleaning; springs, $1; jewels, $1, and I will 
return in perfect order prepaid. Best spectacles 
or eyeglasses in the worid, $1, prepaid in case. 
Send line finest print you can read 14 iuches from 
eyes without glasses. OTTO WETTS YEIN, 
$ Rochelle, HL 

Agents wanted to sell my beautiful Freethought 
badge-pins and charms, and to send watch work 
in lots. Liberal discounts. 


Ingzersolls Tributes. 
REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we cap 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
n&ted border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: 

The Vision of War, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller's Grave. 

The price of these heretofore has been 75cts. We 
offer them at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; THE 
THREE FOR FORTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged, 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50o. 


ROMANISM, 


DANCER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


—— 


PRIOR, - - - - - 40 CENTS. 
a Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE STRUGGLE 


FOR 


Re'igious and Politica) Liberty. 


In which the author shows the repeated attempts 
of men of every age to acquire greater political 
liberty ; also vigorously attacks the very founda- 
tion of the religion of every age; dwelling at 
length upon the wrongs of Irelaud, and, in detail- 
ing the account of slavery in this country, calls 
the attention of thinking men and women to the 
position of womankind in America. Throughout, 
the work is replete with astounding facts and 
weighty arguments which cannot fail to interest 
the minds of this age. 

By THEO. C. SPENCER. 
Cloth, 12mo., 188pp., price 75 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J, Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; Jos, Burgher and 
F L. 5rowne, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 

rige,the Oredit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generally 
to the practical solution of the problem of Integral 
Qa-nperation, Price: $1 a year; 50 cenis for six 
months. ?* nante far *hrea manths 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


85 Cents Eaeh. 
Address TEE TRUTH SEEKER Co. 


TRAVELS iN FAITH. 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY BOBERT Q. ADAMS. 
Cloth. $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 


FREETHOUGHT *OVELS. 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


itten Radical romance. By Wm. McDonne: 
puthor of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 


All in a Litetime. A Romance. By 
Miss Susan H. Wixon. “The great charm of 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com». 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 

ct to find, in such a marked degree, even 
rom 80 gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant ind med style is familjar to 
readers in the Freethonght ranks." " 
Hw, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 


i . From the London edition, By 
Radical atores author of Martyrdom of Man, 
80 cents. 7 
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Information as to Our Future Home. 


The St. Louis Christian Advocate, Metho- 
dist, knows all about hell, and describes it as 
follows: “Hell is a place, as heaven is a 
place, as earth isa place. It is located some- 
where in the wide realms of God. It has its 
center and its frontier, a real place,-not an 
airy state, intangible and dreamy, but real, 
as earth is real. Men and women are there 
who used to walk the streets of earth or liv 
in its beautiful homes; they are there, their 
identity felt and recognized, their citizenship 
in hel] declared and established. ` It is a cre- 
ated place, prepared by God ; he directed in 
the location and completion of this dark re- 
gion, not with the delight with which heaven 
was planned and built, but as really though 
more sadly, he was the maker and builder of 
hel. . . . To liv in hell is pain; its very 
life is torture; depression and heaviness are 
in its air; its clime breeds discontent, alarm, 
and tears. The sentence, which is never to 
be repealed, and which follows them to every 
nook and corner of their returnless exile, is, 
Depart from me, ye accursed, into everlasting 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 
What a life! accursed by the place! accursed 
by its fire! accursed by its companions!" 
** Hell was not made for a day, a year, or an 
age, but made. for eternity, as stable as hea- 
ven and as enduriug. Its existence and sad 
history will run parallel with the existence 
and history of heaven, but without inter- 
change or sympathy, no hope, no cross 
bridges the awful chasm between the two. 
Heaven is enduring, its foundation fixed, its 
walls garnished by the love of God. Music 
and bliss fill its homes and burden its air— 
thrones and crowns are the reward of its 
radiant inhabitants. Hell is enduring, its 
foundation fixed, its walls shaded by the 
justice of God, sighing and bitterness fill all 
its homes and burden its deadly air—chains 
bind to misery and darkness its throngs of 


hate and guilt.” 
—————— 98-9 — ———— 


News of Battle. 


The Gospel Flame, of Ennis, Tex., has some 
exclusiv news. It shouts: ‘‘ War has been 
proclaimed! This world has been invaded 
by a hellish foe. The.kingdom established is 
that of Satan, who holds the nations in his 

` iron grasp. He has usurped the authority of 
God and planted his own nature in men's 
hearts, and made them his children, his heirs, 
which inheritance is sin, with all its perni- 
cious fruits, *adultery, fornication, unclean- 
liness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, 
hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, 
seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunk- 
enness, revelings, and such like. Théproph- 
ecy of Isaiah tells us that ‘by fire and by 
my sword will the Lord plead with all flesh.’ 
It is not like carnal warfare, ‘ with confused 
noise and garments rolled in blood,’ but, says 
the prophet Isaiah, looking forward to this 
glorious conquest that will result in placing 
the absolute government of this world on the 
shoulders of the ‘ Mighty God,’ ‘ this shall be 
with burning and with fuel of fire.’ This is 
the plan of war; no other is given us in the 
word of God. ` The greatest need of the hour 
is a general assembling of the saints in differ- 
ent parts of the land for the special purpose 
of receiving the enduement of power for the 
speedy overthrow of the powers of darkness 
and the conversion of the world. The great 
holiness lights should begin to ‘blow the 
trumpet in Zion,’ and ‘ call a solemn assem- 
bly ’ or assemblies of the people and prepare 
them for war, the success of which all God’s 
ministers, whom he promises to make a 
flaming fire, are responsible. Let us get back 
to first principles and move on the line of the 
anointing and power of the ancient days, and 
then shall the arm of the Lord be felt in caus- 
ing the nations to tremble at his mighty 
power; and such grand upheavals of satanic 
corruptions and dissolutions of worldly princi- 
palities, thrones, and dominions and turning 
of the inhabitants of this planet to God has 
never yet been witnessed only on a compara- 
tivly smal] scale.” 

———Ó— 9 $-9——— — —— 
In Memoriam. 

Died, on Thursday, the 25th of August, 
287, William W. Burnett, in the fifty-first 
yearof hisage. The deceased was a resident 
of Syracuse for some years, and was known 
as a man of sterling integrity and high 
moral worth. He wasa Freethinker of the 
most pronounced type, subscribing for and 
reading Taz TRUTER. SEEKER as his scriptures; 
making a special request of his wife—who 
sympathized with him in his belief, or disbe- 
lief—that no Christian service should be per- 
formed at his burial. A telegram was sent 
to Mr. Reynolds, but no response was 


returned, and so, by the request of the widow 
and: brother, I attended the funeral, saying 
what I could in sacred remembrance of the 
departed. When such a person dies, not 
only are the immediate friends bereaved, but 
the community suffers and feels the loss. 
Lvox N. Comman. 
Syracuse, N. Y., Aug. 29, 1887. 


Sr. CATHERINES, Aug. 25, 1887. 
Drak Sig: I am sorry to hav to inform 
you of Mr. C. B. Thompson’s death. Died 
at his residence, August 24, 1887. 
Yours respectfully, A FRIEND. 


BIBLE MYTHS 


AND THEIR 


Paralleis in Other Religions. 


The object of the works to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound; 
to show that they were held incommon with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. 

“Tt is unquestionably true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else so accessible as they are now made 
in the work before us."—N. Y. Sun. 

1vol.8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.50. 


Charles Watts’s Works, 


Saints and Sinners. 10 cents. 
The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price,$1.25. CONTENTS : 
Section I. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Bection Whatit 

- Owes to Mohammedanism. Section HI. Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors. Section LY. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. fSec- 
tion V. Freethought. Triumph in -the Nine. 
teenth Century. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christ‘au Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh; Con- 
tents : The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Ohristian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1, 

Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 


Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible: Freethought and 
Modern Progress; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
Jarism; Science and Bible | Antagonistic ; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all of 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER 


DEATH IMPROBABLE. 
By.L. R. SMITH. 
Pamphlet, 82pp., i2mo, - Price, 10 cents. 
Published and for sale by f 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE CONFESSIONAL 
ROMISH AND ANGLICAN. 
: An Exposé. 
By SALADIN. Price, 80 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


DID JESUS CHRIST BISE FROM 
THE DEAD! - 
The Evidences for the Resurrection ‘Tried 
and Found Wanting. 
By Saladin. 


PRICE, - 25 CENTS. - 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


A SPLENDID WORK. 


Mr. Charles Eckhard, treasurer of the American 
Secular Union; has published 


THE NINE DEMANDS 


in a more attractiv form than any in which they 
hav previously appeared. At the head of an en- 
graving on heavy plate paper, 24x19 inches, are 
the cabinet-sized likenesses of JEFFERSON, 
"WABHINGTON, and PAINE; the Fathers of our 
Bepublic. At the sides are FRANKLIN and 
JOHN ADAMS, and between these two are 
printed the Nine Demands of the American Secu- 
lar Union in conspicuous type. At the foot are 
LAFAYETTE; GIRARD. and INGERSOLL, 
maling eight Jikenesses in all. Inscribed be- 
neath each portrait is some radical sentiment 
quoted from the author pictured over it. In the 
space between the portraits and around them are 
arabesques uf vines and flowers in profusion, and 
the panel inclosing the Nine Demands is sur- 
mounted on each corner by Mr. Eckhard’s design 
of the flag above the cross. The whole makes an 
exceedingly handsome work for framing. The 
artistic part is equal to the best, and tbe portraits 
are as true to nature as the photographs from 
which they were transferred. The design will be 
sent postpaid by mail for $1 by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


Paine Vinficated! 


—0— 


A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 
both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
—— 

The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine; this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. WT 


TOGETHER WITH 
A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H..BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


"8pp. Price 15 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Mottoes fur Freethinkers. 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards; which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the ** God-bless-our- 
home? placards which disfigure the walls of so | 
many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 221-2. The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 
readings : 

THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTROL 
THE WORLD. 


Address 


x H 
H THE TIME TO BE HAPPY IS NOW, : 
: AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY.IS HERE. 


NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


THE WORLD I8 MY COUNTRY; 
TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. 


For Freethought societies there is a large card 
22 x 15inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading; containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 


alism. Framed if makes a splendid ornament for |. 


the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 80 
cents. Anyof these wil be sent postpaid,securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Fathers of Our Republic, 


Paine, Jetferson, Washington, 
Franklin. 


A LECTURE delivered before the Tenth Aanual 
Congress of the American Secular Union, 
in Chickering Hall, New York 
November. 18, 1886. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 


Price 15 cents. . 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


KERSEY GRAVES'S WORKS. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
rice, 85 cents. . 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thonsand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
délineation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins. Price, $1 75. 

The World's Sixteen Crucified Say- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Contaíning new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of all the doctrines, principles, precepts. 
and miracles of the Christian New Testament. 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
history of sixteen oriental crucified gods. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


REPLY 
TO REV. L. A. LAMBERTS 
“NOTES ON INGERSOLL” 
By B. W. Lacy. 


A th®rough exposure of the Catholic priest's 
Historical misstatements. à 
Price, Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 cents. 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 

A O0MPEND or THE NATURAL Laws oF IN- 

DUSTRIAL PRODUCTION AND 
EXOHANGE. 


By J. K. Incarrs, author of ** Social Wealth.” 
' Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


UNITERSAL HISTORY 


HIGHER. INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS AND 
FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 


By Prof t M, Coninger, A.M, 


This book is just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2,000 
years B.C., on up to 1883, all in a nutshell._Kimina 
Slenker. a ` 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place; in the family it would be no 
less important, as conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Witon. 

Mr. Cottinger's intentions in writing this book 


| are excellent, and his standpoint admirable; it may 


be commended as fulfillmg its purpose of a con- 
cise and interesting historical text-book.—Mtwau- 
kee Sentinel. 

i PRICE, CLOTH, $1.50. 


For Schools in Quantities, $1.50. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. e Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 


Children’s 8tory-Book everissued. 66 full-page 
and 26 smaller illustrations; large type, heavy 
toned paper, broad margins, illuminated 
covers; 440. 224 pp., bds., $1. 


Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
e Young Folks. By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Seeond edition. Price, $1.95. This very excel- 
lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second bas been issued at a reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. s new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very 
much e value of the volume. . 
By. 


" * : 
The -Youth’s Liberal Guide. 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M. Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims. at the education of. youth in the 
princi les of Freethought, at the same time 
hat it inculcates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
gammon sense, ddress THE TRUTH 


> 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 
vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions 
with numerous references aùd citations, tha 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
of other propositions in the same book. Price 


The Secret of the East, 
OR 


The Origin of the Christian Religion 
and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Price. $1.00. For sale at this office. 


IS THE COD OF ISRAEL 
THE TRUE GOD? 


The Narrativ of the Five Books of Moses, 
Joshua, and Judges, and the 
New Testament. 


By I: sraet W « Groh. 


: Address 
. THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Haact Ratios in Its 
' Acquirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS, 
Price, Cloth, . = $1 00, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 


SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $8.25—in English or German 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. 


SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B, Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of “Sciencein Story.”) 50 cents, 


HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes, A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam- - 
phlets) By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, adyocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well. By mail, 10 cents each. ; 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). ‘The Law 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages, cloth 
bound, $2; “ Heredity,” by_ Lorin oody, 159 
pages, cloth, 75 cents; "The Law of Heredity,” by 

. H. Marsh, 10 cents; ‘The Alphabet of the 
Human Temperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; * Generation before Regen: - 
eration,” by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; * Re- 

orts of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
1882,” 10 cents; “ Third Annual Convention of the 
institute of Heredity,May 29, 1883,” 10 cents. ` 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Price 25 cents. 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


CALIFORNIA. 

J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 

OANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 

` '€90LORADO. ` . 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
ene . IDAHO. . 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
; ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 

INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 

. KANSAS. i 

Chris. Brown, Burlington. 


f MAINE. 
B. €; Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
. Mills). . 


. i MASBAOHUBETTB. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MIOHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Chas. Sach, 188 8. Division St., Grand Rapids.. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 
Phillip Roeder, 322 Olive st., St. Louis. 
E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 
Lang & Co., 709 Olive st., St. Louis. 
: ' NEBRASKA, i 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
. NEW YORK. : 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. - 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st.. Brooklyn. 
Henry Adler, cor. Essex and Grand streets. 
OHIO. 
N. Hexter, 303 Superior street, Cleveland. 


Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior 8t., Cleveland. | 


OREGON. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 


Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila. 


George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 

W. w Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 

i . TENNESSEE. 

Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
TEXAB. - 

L. Andruss, Denison. 

T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 


: UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 

"Henry Booth, Stockton. 


|. ENGLAND. | 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, - 


London. 


: Robt. G. Ingersoll’s 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 


, .jn the suit of the 
Bankers’ and Merchants’? Tele- 
graph Company 
against the - 
Western Union Telegraph Company 


So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
‘speech that TuE TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. i 


PEV _GATIAER® 
YRY-SQUARb; 
OR, 


The Church of Practical Religion. 
l BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to. found a 
church without snperstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just snffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. ` 


For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 
S. P. Putnam’s Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
oan Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 ots. 
“A prose epic of the war, rieh with incident 
and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day."—JoAn 
Swinton’s Paper. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown there is much 
them. Price, 10 cts. 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to mə, with extraordi- 
nary beauty."—Dz. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 
Earth, Heaven, and Hell, Price 25 cents. 

Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 
other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 ots. 

Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 
version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 


Eden, in which its snperiority to the mutilated 
copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 


cents, 
For all of the above add#¥ss 
or all of the? TROTH SEEKER OO. 


in harmony between 


QV ste 
GRAND, UPRIGH 


Cor. 87th St. 


ally brought against his Satanic majesty. 
12mo, 466pp., *1.50. : 


Spiritualism Sustained.; This work 
goes notso far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 


Price; E -1 - - 


“Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. | THE NEW GOD. 


Natural and Scientific Methods of 


12mo,160 pp., - =. 


Unrivaled in Tone, Touch and Workmanship. 
= 


l O, Is FACTORY & WAREROOMS, ov 


The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- | "EC AND THE 
hammer igne wen! svo 9», Catholic Church. 
Deity Analyzed and the Devil's. De- -© —o— 
fense. A thorough analysis of the `: By L. K. Washburn, 
claims for the existence of the Bible deity, and | . —0— 
an examination in verse of the charges gener- EXTRACT. 


crown and truth a scaffold.” 


PRICE, 5 CENTS. 


Infidel Death Beds. | Addrose THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


28 Lafayette Piac>, New York. 


AND SQUARE. 


So Third DV Now York. 
Col. Kelso’s Works. The Public Schools 


“I could. pronounce no benediction upon Ro- 
i manism. Ith sdone mischief enough to deserve 
: transportation for life. I regard Roman Ohris- 
tianity as the worst form of tyranny. It com- 
mands the arm to work and the braiu to die; it 
1 $ feeds faith and starves thought; it loves oppres- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. . sion and hates liberty. It has given falsehood a 
Cloth,12mo, 245pp.,$1. ``- 


By G. W. FOOTE. 


25 cents. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
THE MEMORY; 


OR, 


Price 10 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


Never Forgetting. 


By M. L. HOLBROOK, M.D. BIBLE. 


$1 00 


THE IBUTH SBEEDB QO | than 30,000 copies hav been sold. 


Address 
> For sale at this office. 
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Secretary of the American Secular Union. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Thong 
anonymous, itis now known to be the work of W. 
H. Burs, one of our ablest correspondents. M 
Price, 15 cenis. 
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ruth Seeker Annual 


— AND — 


Sfresthinkers’ Almanac, | 
(1887. 


(E. M. 287.) eœ 
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Calendar for 1887, - - x - - x 
Freethought in the United States, 1886, - 
Liberty. Address by Grover Cleveland, 
The.Coming Dawn. By D. Louis Bodge, 
Freethought Abroad, - - - - - - 
Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the 
States and Territories of the United States, 
The Right to Testify. By F. M. Holland, - 


The American Secular Union. By Samuel P. 
Putnam, - - - i n ; : A : 


The Parson. A Story. By Si Slokum, 
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PRICE, 25 CENTS. 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectnres and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience, N.B.—Truth 
Beeker publications always on hand at cheap rates 


: BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write, 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Earl ` 
of Essex and his bride, a.p., 1590. By Ww. HENRY 
Burr. Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of ail Anti-Bibli- 
cal Works, 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


. ‘The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, ean” Six copies for 


THE CRISIS. 


By Thomas Paine. 

Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more snob 
flaming arguments . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 
ration.” 

Price, 35 cents. 


For either of these works, o f ine's 
writings; Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


=e CONTENTS : 

e White Bull: A Satirical Romance.— Zadig - 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist. —The Princem. 
.of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowus. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas,— 
The World as it_Goes.—The Black and the White 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid paper. With 67 
engravings. Price, cloth, beveled boards, $2.00. 
Ht calf or half moroeco, marbled edges, $4.00, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE DAWNING, 


A NOVEL. 
* Oh, heaven ! Apollo is once more among the 
herdemen of Admetus, and the herdsmen {now 
not it is the Sun-god |” 


An octavo volume of nearly 400 pages, bound in 
cloth. Price, $1.60. iiid 


Address Tug TRUTH SEEKER Co. 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. © 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION, 


From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION. 
Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


WORKS OF O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Christianity a. Reward for Crime. 


Authentieated by the Bible. 
Paper, 12mo, 29 pages, - - E 100. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 
Paper, 12mo, 47 pages, - - - 150 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 25c. 


A Masonic Vindication of Right. 
A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 86 pages, - =- «+ - 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

: 98 Lafayette Pl.. New York, 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America. 


BY A CAPITALIST. 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime, It deals with the present 
, conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remedy, the author thinks. isin communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America,as it will be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. . 


Paper,50c; cloth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


OR, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


bo, 


BY 
H. J. SEIGNEURET, 
Secularist. 
Price, - - - - 10 cents. 
HISTORY 
OF THE 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 


Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $8 : 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
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dilews of the Week. 


Tr is now said that Powderly, master work- 
man of the Knights of Labor, is making 


pacific overtures toward the leaders of the 


trades unions with a view to a reconciliation 
and an abandonment of his former hostil at- 
_ titude toward them. 


Bisgoe W. L. Hargis, 


THE ORDER OF GREATIOA. 


Gladstone, Huxley, 
Linton. s£evili« 
On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
OONTENTS: 

I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. By Hon. 
W. E. Gladstone. 

II. The Interpreters of Genesis and thelnter- 

preters of Nature. By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 

III. Postscript to Solar Myths. By Prof. Max 

uller. 


IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. 
By Hon. W.E. Gladstone. 

V. Dawn of Creation. An Answer to Mr. Glad- 

' . stone. By Albert Reville, 

VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. 


Huxley. : 3 
VII. Arne and a Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
on 


This is 2 new book and contains the latest discus- 
gion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of the 
participants are a guarantee of its able character. 


Price, paper, 58 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO.. 
28 Lafayette Pl..New York. 


D. 
By Prof. T. H. | 


Gems of Though. 


Poor old Adam! Had it not been for that one 
bite of apple he might hav lived to a good old age, 
„and been au honorable and useful member of 
| udciety ! How wrong to place such tempting, 
dangerous, and deadly fruit before an unsophis- 
ticated young man just made! Let us weep.— 
D. M. Bennett. . 


VEN persons will repent of a sin for one who will 
z meena confess it—I do not mean 


the greatest man among 


the Methodists, died last 


Week aged 70. 


to the priest—that may be 
an easy matter, but to the 
only person who has a 


Tux amount of taxes to 


becollected in New York 


city this year is $31.803,- 
174.55. The rate is $2.16 
per $109. l 


Tuer hav been great 
floods in Texas. Every 
bridge in Waco county is 
washed away, and the 
damage to crops amounts 
to $100,000. 


Tue attorneys for the 
convicted Cook county, 
Ill., boodlers claim to hav 
made a startling discov- 
ery of vital error in the 
recent trial, totally inval- 
idating the finding. Oae 
of the lawyers has said 
that it was nothing less 
than that the Illinois con- 
spiracy. statute is illegal, 
This is the law under 
which the Anarchists as 
well as the boodlers were 


convicted. lere 
SLE 
A nt tA 


. * CAMP-MEETING JORN” zm 
ALLEN, the downeast re- 
vivalist, died suddenly on 
the East Livermore camp 
grounds in Farmington, 
Me., on the 31st ult. He 
was 92 years old, and 
this was the 874th camp- 
meeting which he had attended. 


Tax police made seventy-five arrests for 
liquor selling in this city last Sunday. 

Tar Anti-Poverty Society held its usual 
religio-politiea] meeting Sunday, with a large 
audience, mostly ladies, and took up a collec- | 
tion of $144.60. 

Reports are stil coming in of disasters 
from the cyclone on the Atlantic, August | 
24th, 25th, and 26th. Many incoming vessels | 
bear marks of its ravages. 

Ten thousand assembled at Ennis, Ireland, 
on the 4th inst. to attend a meeting of the 
Irish National League. It is worthy of men- 
tion as remarkable that there was no riot. 

Lagor Day, Sept. 5th, was observed by a 
large parade and picnic. Mayor Hewitt 
ordered the American flag to be floated from 
the City Hall, and all the city departments 
were Closed. 


Tux decision on the motion for a new trial 
fot the Chicigo Anarchists will be handed 
down this week. The genetal belief is that the 
verdict of the lower courts will be sustained, 
and that the sheriff will be instructed to pro- 
ceed with the execution of the law on the 
condemned men. 

Tux Socialistic organizations expelled by 
the George-McGlynn United Labor party held 
a meeting by delegates last Sunday. Three 
hundred men represented nearly eighty organ- 
izations, and were unanimous in condemning 
Henry George and resolved upon independent 
political action. 

Mary Drousz, the daughter of the Druse 
woman of Herkimer Co., N. Y., who mur- 
dered her husband, is now in the Onondaga 
county penitentiary under a life sentence for 
alleged complicity in the murder. She has 
become an imbecil and a movement is on 
foot to secure her pardon. 

A San Franorsoo telegram says: '' By the 
steamer Alameda, arrived yesterday, it is 
learned that the expedition in New ‘Guinea, 
despatched to inquire into and punish the 
perpetrators of the recent massacre of mis- 
sionaries and nativ Christians at the mouth 
of the Heath river, attacked a Moveavi village 
and had a fight with the nativs, several of 
whom were killed and a number wounded. 
One of the attackiug party was wounded by 
an arrow, but not seriously Ata subsequent 
expedition the nativs fled and their village 
was burnt.” The superior humanity of 
Christian civilization being thus demonstrated 
beyond dispute, no further inquiry as to the 
perpetrators of the alleged massacre will be 
necessary. 


claim to the confession, 
namely, the person 
wronged. Yet such confes- 
sion is in truth far more 
‘needful to the wronger than 
to the wronged: it is a 
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Odd? and Gnds. 


‘Sarat boy (at church picnic): *I say, Johnny. 
where's them nice ham gan’wiches your ma put up 
for you? These ain't no good." Johnny (bit 
terly): * The superintendent an' the teachers ig 
a-eatin’ of ’em.” 


Omama bride : * Oh, I wish I were dead. I never 
supposed John would talk to me in that way." 
Omaha dame: “It’s only a lover’s quarrel, dear. 
Don't get a divorce.” “Divorce! Horrors! I 
never dreamed of it.” ** No, it’s no use, dear ; no 
use at all. Every Jady in Chicago will tell you 
thatitis just as hard to get along with one man 
as another. They are all alike." 


SERvANT (to the parson, who is very ill indeed}? 
“Tf you please, sir, the chorister is downstairs’ 
and wants to know if you won't giv him the hymns 
for next Sunday’s service?” Parson (feebly): 
“ Tell him there will be no service ; I expect to be 
dead before next Sunday.” Servant (exi aad 
re-enter): “If you please, he says. then, will you 
be kind enough to send down the hymns you'd 
like sung at the funeral ?" 


Tux effete European monarchies hav very accu- 
rate 1deas concerning the geography, politics, and 
history of this country. A secent issue of an 
English paper says : “ Between the rgurderous red 
men and the barbarous Prohibitioniste, the reser- 
vation of Kansas, west of the United States in 
North America, is likely to be depopulated. For 
years the Indians hav been making ıt exceedivgly 
sultry for thé whites who were allowed to settle 
there, and now, to add to the horror of the situa- 
tion, the Prohibitionists, a large tribe of aborigi- 
nese, hay commenced # war of ext rmination. The 
mode of warfare of this tribe is to capture the 
enemy and torture them in the most horrible 
manner. They will -hut them up and keep toem 
there until they die of thirst. The Prohibitionists 
are a peculiarly constructed people by nature, as 
they never drink anything and never get thirsty. 
Knowing that thirst is the worst torture their 
enemy could be subject to, they hold war-dances 
whenever a prisoner is captured. Postmaster- 
General Vilas has ordered three men-of-war to 
Wichita, where the entire reservation can be bom_ 
barded.” 

PRAYER AND BUSINESS. 


On Wednesday evening, about two months ago, 
prayer-meeting was held by the members of one 
of the leading churches of Aberdeen, this terri- 
tory. Owing to some repairs being made in the 
church building, it took place at the residence of a 
prominent member of the church named Dawson, 
who was also a leading real estate dealer. The city 
was at that time in the hight of a boom. 

Rev. Bagley had charge of the meeting, and, 
after & number of those present had offered 
prayers, the reverend gentleman called on Brother 
Dawson. He accordingly knelt by a chair, and, 
after a fitting introduction, said : 

* And we desire to further thauk thee this even- 
ing for allowing me to put my new north side 
addition upon——" 

* Hold on, brother, hold on,” interrupted Rev. 
Bagley. **It hardly seems to me proper fur you 
to introduce private real estate deals in a suppli- 
cation of a church prayer-meeting. Don't do it, 


* Brother Dawson.” 


RACHEL. 


And while he yet spake with them, Rachel came with her father's sheep; for she kept them.—Gen. xix, 9. 


But Brother Dawson was of a stubborn disposi- 
tion, and this only made him more determined. 
He continued : 

* As I was saying. I desire to return thanks for 
thy providential guidance while placing my north 
side addition on the market. As thou probably 
knowest, I hav thrown the entire addition on ihe 
market at. $450 per lot, though they are all well 
worth——” 

* How's that, brother?” put in Rev. Bagley, 
eagerly, as he took his face out of his hands and 
peéred sideways over his spectacles from where he 
was kneeling in front of the sofa. 

* Four hundred and fifty dollars a lot, elder,” 
answered Brother Dawson. 

* Good gracious !” replied the minister, as he 
arose, * there's money in those lots at that figure. i 
Just put me down for & block of about six. I’m' 
willing to put my pile in north side dirt at that 
rate at any time. Here, Sister Dawson, bring us 
a pen a minute till we draw up the deed. I don't 
propose to take any chances on monkey business 
on as good a deal as this. Just remain kneeling, 
friends, this.matter won't take but a moments , 
time.”— Dakota Beli. H 
THE TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS OF THE FREE-WILL 

BAPTISTS, . ! 

A party of deep-water Baptists held a service off 
the Canadian river bank, opposite the head of 
Grand Island, last Sunday. There were some ten ; 
or a dozen converte, mostly women. One of these 
was afraid of drowning, and she had her suit lined 
with cork from neck to heels, but she didn't say 
&nything about it. The service proceeded without 
a hitch, and it came Sister Jones's turn to be; 
immersed, The minister waded out into the 
stream, leading the sister by the hand, and re- 
peating the ritual. When they got waist deep, 
Sister Jones had much difficulty in keeping her 
feet on the bottom, and the deeper she waded the 
more this trouble increased, but she didu't want 
to say anything. : 

All at once; however, the current took her off 
her feet and threw her lengthwise on the surface 
of the water. The minister grabbed her and tried 
to pull her under. The current was every instant 
dragging her out. ‘fhe minister clutched fran- 
tically at the fair convert, who was herself strug- 
gling to assume an upright position, but without 
success, The minister felt himself getting out of 
his depth, and screamed for help, but no one 
offered to come out; the current was very swift. 
The minister looked around, and saw that he was 
slipping rapidly down the river; he couldn't touch 
bottom. With a superhuman effort he swung 
himself up and seated himself on his fair raft, and 
wildly flourished his arms to the people on shore, 
who were now fading into mere specks. 

“This is horrible,” said the minister, looking 
round on the waste of water; “in three hours 
we'll be over the falls. Sister Jones, let us sing 
something in this trying hour.” 2 

Sister Jones, who had been emitting shrieks like 
& steam calliope, only shrieked the louder, and 
the minister struck up in & rich, tremulous tenor, 
** Rescue the Perishing." He had hardly finished 
the first stanza, when a steam-yacht hove in sight 
and bure down on them in responee to the gestures 
of the minister, and in fifteen minutes they were 
rescued in an exhausted condition. The clergy- 
man is perhaps thinking of becoming a Cungre- 
gationalist, while the young convert is 80 baek- 
slidden that fears are entertained she will become 
an Infidel.—Buffaio Courter. 


small thing to be wronged, 
but a terrible thing to, 
wrong.—Geo, Macdonald, 


MawxiND would now be 
everywhere bowing down 
to idols of wood and stone. 
as an act of religion, in-. 
stead of doing righteous-. 
ness, had not rationali 
thought come in to clear 
away the superstition om 
which idol-worship rested. 
And even at this day, and 
in civilized communities, 
there are many superati- 
lious beliefa that with vast 
multitudes of people are 
standing in the way of 
heir seeing that the pres- 
ent practical religion is the 
doing of righteousness. 
Only the dispelling of 1gno- 
rance, only the advance- 
ment of thought, can abol- 
ish the worship of beads 
and bibles, and bring in 
hat higher worship which 
cousists in the service of 
humanity and truth.— W. J. 
Potter, y 


Tas priests of Paris de- 
clared.from the pulpit that 
“ he has no religion who will 
not kill the Huguenots.’ 
Pope Gregory XIII. showed 
his joy at the massacre of 
St. Bartholomew by having 
public thanksgivings 
offered in the churches, and & medal struck, 
which is still extant, as is the picture in the 
Yatican painted by his order, and 8tating that the 
pontiff approved of the murder of Coligny. Pius 
V., who was afterward made a saint, urged Alva, 
in the midst of the massacres in the Netherlands, 
to go on doing these noble deeds which would 
surely lead him to heaven. Such was the char- 
acter of that church which boasts that she 
is the same yesterday, to-day, and forever.—Revue 
de Belgique. 


Littux children, let no man deceive you: he 
that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he 
is righteous. He that committeth sin is of the 
devil; for tbe devil sinneth from the beginning.— 
1 John iia, 7, 8. f 


Ir the Mosaic account means anything, it means 
that whereas there was nothing, God caused 
something to exist—created what we know as mat- 
ter. Icaunot conceive of something being made 
or created without auything to make it with. I 
hav no more confidence in fiat worlds than in fiat 
money. Mr. Taimage tells us that God did not 
make the universe out of nothing, but out of his 
“omnipotence.” Exactly how God changed “ òm- 
nipotence? into matter is not stated. If there 
was nothing in the universe, ‘“ omnipotence ^. 
could do you no good. The weakest man in the- 
world can lift as much of nothing as God can.—. 
IngersolUs Tilt with Taimage. 


* HERMIONE, my wife! what has come of your 
reasoning faculties?” said Richard Fullerton.. 
“What it would be as well if it came to yours. 
Richard--a little humility and a little faith, she: 
answered, tartly. “If you are humble, dear, what: 
is that which pretends to. teach you?" he said. 
“A body of men declaring them«selvs infallible— 
the possessors of immutable and eternal truth, 
affirming an intimate acquaintance with the 
secret counsels of God, to use their own phrase- 
ology—and the mappers out of heaven and hell, as: 
if they had been over both with a measuring 
tape, and all quarreling among themselvs, and 
none of them knowing as much as we others o£ 
the world around them in which they liv. Do you 
not see that you are being traded on through 
your very virtues? that your humility is the 
pabulum of their iusolence? your faith bolsters 
up their presumotuous assertions and makes their 
monstrous falsehoods possible ?”—Under Which 
Lord, by Mrs. Linton. 

PROPERLY guarded, and borne in mind as the 
occasional exception, by no means as the rule, the 
return of injustice or ill-will by benevolence and 
kindly feeling may be of the utmost value, both 
in cultivating the best emotions in those who 
practice it, and in calling forth the repentance of 
those toward whom it is practiced; but as a 
universal and absoiute principle it must be utterly: 
rejected. Lao-tsze and Jesus, when they afiirmed: 
it, undoubtedly strack one of the highest notes in. 
human nature. Yet it must be granted that Kung-. 
taze took a wider view, and that his injunction 
to recompense injury with justice, aud kindness 
with kindness, is more consistent with a philo-. 
sophic regard for the interests of mankind, and 
with a practicable scheme of social ethics.—Am- 
verleys Analysis of Religious Belief. 

Iw Spain alone some of the best men—those who. 
doubted, aud without donbting there can be no 
progress—were eliminated during taree centuries,. 
at the rate of a thousand a year.—Darwin's De-- 
scent of Man. 
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— dotes and Clippings. 


Tue Massachusetts Prohibitionists held a 
big convention last week and nominated a 
state ticket, with Wm. N. Earle at the head. 


Carr. Ben. Rionarpson has loaned George 
Washiogton's coach to General Hoffman, of 
Philadelphia. It will appear in the Centen- 
. nial parade on Sept. 15th. 


Miss CARRIE CRITTENDEN is a soldier in the 
Salvation Army, and her trunk which re- 
cently went over the Michigan Central Rail- 
road bore this inscription: *' Carrie Critten- 
den. Blood and fire! Salvation Army! God 
is love! Repent or perish !” 


CHAPLAIN MoCasz, the official solicitor of 
donations for the Methodist board of foreign 
missions, has just reported a gift of $130,000 
from Mr. and Mrs. Elijah Hayes, of Indiana. 
‘This amount of money, at the average cost 
of converting heathen, will carry the gospel 
to several persons. . 


Mr. Lasovonzre has asked the English 
government to throw open the British and 
South Kensington Museums on Sundays. 
“A man might go to church and museum 
too,” said Mr. Labouchere; adding, ‘‘ He 
may perhaps learn something in both places, 
and at the museum he certainly will.” 


Jacos L. Bouzzarp and others were en- 
gaged in digging a well on the premises of 
James Grant, not far from Bay City, Mich. 
At the depth of three feet they came across & 
large deposit of bones, which, from their ap- 
pearance, were evidently those of some giant 
animal of the mastodon species. One of the 


tusks of this animal was six feet in length, 
and measured five inches in diameter at its 
base. A hip bone measured twelve inches in 
diameter, and a rib was found seven and a 
half feet in length. The jaw of the animal 
was also found, and measured four and a half. 
feet in length. 


You must not go down to church to- 
morrow evening with less that two bits in 
your pocket. You cannot expect to get a 
good sermon, fine music, and see the array of 
Kingston’s beauty and fashion for less than 
twenty-five cents. The old nickel don’t go. 
It’s a two-bit ante.— Kingston Mail. 


Tuer steamship City of Rome brought over 
717 cabin passengers on her last trip. This 
is more cabin passengers than ever crossed 
the ocean before on one vessel. The City of 
Rome is the largest of the ocean steamers, 
and it takes a crew of 294 persons to work 
ber and attend upon the passengers. 


SaLvATIONISTS are a great trouble to the 
authorities in many parts of England. By 
questions asked in Parliament it seems there 
are three members of the Salvation Army in 
prison for obstructing the highway at War- 
wick, and that five more were arrested at 
Stamford. They persist in using markets for 
their religious services in defiance of the de- 
cision of the magistrates. : 


Mr. GrapsTONE was invited to be a guest 
of the committee who bav in charge the cen- 
tennial celebration of the adoption of the 
American Constitution during the exercises 
of that occasion, but, owing to his various 
engagements at home, he was obliged to de- 
cline. In replying he says that the invitation 
is the most flattering he has ever received; 


that the Constitution. is the most remarkable 
work of modern times; that the United 
States is without a parallel in the history of 
nations, and destined to remain so; that he 
will watch the proceedings with profound in- 
terest, and that, of his own option, he would 
be proud to be present. He adds that our 
kinsmen in England will pray for us. 


SUPERINTENDENT Cooper rules as follows in 


answer to a query in regard to reading the 


Bible in the public schools of Texas: ‘+ The 
organic and statutory law both prohibit sec- 
tarianism inthe public schools. The ques- 
tion whether the reading of a short selection 
from the Bible at the opening of school in the 
morning, without note or comment, consti- 
tutes sectarianism in an unsettled one, both 
in Texas and other states. There are several 
conflicting decisions on the subject. I advise 
that teachers conducting public schools who 
wish to use a Bible arrange their program in 
such a way that the time of Bible reading, 
which should be without note or comment, 
will not be included in the same hours pre- 
scribed by law for such daily session. I 
further advise that attendance on the Bible 
reading be made optional.” 


A Mr. Howarp Livesey complains in the 
Christian World of the profane language he 
hears in the streets, and cries out for a strin- 
gent law to put it down. ‘But why all this 
pother on the part of the Christian?” asks 
the London Freethinker. ‘* Nearly every oath 
is derived from religion, and there are more 
damns in the Bible than in any other book 
we are acquainted with. Besides, there is 
this difference between ordinary cursing and 
church cursing. When a rough fellow in the 
street damns your eyes, he doesn’t mean you 


any harm, and probably if you tumbled down 
he would help you up again; but when a 
theologian damns you to all eternity for dar- 
ing to differ from his infallible little brain, he 
really means it, and looks forward with con- 
siderable pleasure to your champion swim on 
the billows of hell. Let Mr. Livesey turn his 
pious indignation against the cursing pulpits 
first, and leave bus-drivers and costermongers 
till the last.” 


A Buus book was published lately contain- 
ing last year’s correspondence on the slave 
trade. Colonel Schaefer, the head of the De- 
partment for the Suppression of the Slave 
Trade, states in 1886 that in six months 
thirty-six persons, many of them professional 
dealers, had been tried by court martial for 
buying or selling slaves; of these thirteen 
were condemned, four acquitted, ten were 
still under judgment, and nine were released 
for want of evidence. The report as to the 
progress of the Home for Women Slaves in 
Cairo, founded by the efforts of Mr. Clifford 
Lloyd and Mrs. Sheldon Amos, is encourag- 
ing. In May, 1886, 170 women had been re- 
ceived inte the home, most of them negresses, 
a few Circassians, and a few Abyssinians. 
According to another report drawn up by 
Colonel Schaefer, in the twelve mouths pre- 
vious to May, 1885—that is, before the Slav- 
ery Department took over the working of the 
Manumission bureaus—the number of slaves 
freed in Egypt proper amounted to 1,082. 
In the following year that number increased 
to 2,786. of whom 858 were the property of 
Dongola refugees. In 1883 there were thirty- 
two slave dealers in Cairo; there are now 
only four or five, snd they only act as 
brokers.—St. James's Gazette. 


Communications. 


— E ` 
The Bible of Nature; or, The Principles of 
l Secularism. 


A CONTRIBUTION TO THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE. 
BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 
Author of “ Physical Education,” “The Secret of the East,” etc. 


I.—MeEnrapt Maxius. 
CHAPTER VIII.—PRUDENCE. 
A,— Lessons of Instinct. 


The first germs of animal life have been traced to 
the soil of the tropics, and in the abundance of a 
perennial summer the instincts of pleasure and pain 
may long have sufficed for the protection of mere 
existence. But when the progress of organic devel- 
opment advanced toward the latitude of the winter- 
lands, the vicissitudes of the struggle for existence 
gradually evolved a third instinct: The faculty of 
anticipating the menace of evil and providing the 
“means of defense. The word Prudence is derived 
from a verb which literally means /vre-seeing, and 
that faculty of Foresight manifests itself already in 
that curious thrift which enables several species of 
insects to survive the long winter of the higher lati- 
tudes. Hibernating mammals show a similar sagac- 
ity in the selection of their winter quarters. Squir- 
rels and marmots gather armfuls of dry moss; bears. 
excavate & den under the shelter of a fallen tree; and 
it has been noticed that cave-loving bats generally 
select a cavern on the south side of a mountain or 
rock. Beavers anticipate floods by elaborate dams. 
Several species of birds baflle the attacks of their 
enemies by fastening a bag-shaped nest to the ex- 
tremity of a projecting branch. Foxes, minks, rac- 
coons, and other carnivora generally undertake their 
forages during the darkest hour of the night. 
Prowling wolves carefully avoid the neighborhood of 
human dwellings and have been known to leap a 
hundred fences rather than cross or approach a high- 
way. 

Young birds, clamoring for food, suddenly become 
silent at thé approach of a hunter; and Dr. Moffat 
noticed with surprise that a similar instinct seemed 
to influence the nurslings of the Griqua Hottentots. 
"Ten or twelve of them, deposited by, their mothers 
in the shade of a tree, all clawing each other and 
crowing or bawling at the top of their voices, would 
abruptly turn silent at the approach of a stranger, 
and huddle together behind the roots of the tree— 
babies of ten months as quietly cowering and as cau- 
tiously peeping as their elders of two or three years. 
Young savages, and often the children of our rustics, 
show an extreme caution in accepting an offer of un- 
known delicacies. I have seen a toddling farmer’s 
boy smelling and nibbling an orange for hours before 
yielding to the temptation of its prepossessing ap- 
pearance. Only the distress of protracted starvation 
will induce the Esquimaux to touch their winter 
stores before the end of the hunting season; and 
the supposed improvidence of savages is often due to 
the influence of a hereditary disposition once justified 
by the abundance which: their forefathers enjoyed 
for ages before the advent of their Caucasian de- 
spoilers. 

B.—REWARDS OF CONFORMITY. 


Civilization has partially healed the wounds of that 
Millennium of Madness called the Rule of the Cross, 
and of all the insanities of the Middle Ages the Im- 
providence Dogma has perhaps been most effectualiy 
eradicated from the mental constitution—at least, of 
the North.Caueasian nations. Instead of relying on 
the efficacy of prayers and ceremonies, the dupes of 
the Galilean miracle-monger at last returned to the 
pagan plan of self help, and it would not be too much 
to say that the progress thus achieved in the course 
of the last fourteen decades far exceeds that of the 
preceding fourteen centuries. Earth has once more 
become a fit dwelling-place for her noblest children 
Pestilential swamps have been drained. Domestic 
hotbeds of disease have been expurgated. Airy, 
weather-proof buildings have taken the place of the 
reeking hovels that housed the laborers of the Middle 
Ages. Farmers no longer live from hand to mouth. 
The price of the necessities and many luxuries of life 
has been brought within the resources of the hum- 
blest mechanic. Affluence is no longer confined to 
the palaces of kings. There is no doubt that the 
cottage of the average modern city tradesman con- 
tains more comforts than could be found in the castle 
of a medieval nobleman. Prudence, in the sense of 
economic foresight, has become almost & second nat- 
ure with the industrial classes of the higher latitudes, 
and the benefits of such habits can be best appreci- 
ated by comparing the homes of the thrifty North- 
landers—Scotch and Yankees—with those of the 
Spanish-American priest-dupes: here deserts tilled 
into gardens, there gardens wasted into deserts. In 
natural resources, South America, for instance, excels 
New England as New Fngland excels the snow- 
wastes of Hudson’s Bay Territory; yet industrial 
statistics demonstrate the fact that the financial 


-resources of Massachusetts. alone not only equal but 
far surpass those of the entire Brazilian empire. 

The contrast between Prussia and Spain is not less 
striking, and that climatic causes are insufficient to ex- 
plain that contrast is proved by the curious fact that 
within less than five centuries Spain and North Ger- 


many hav exchanged places. Two hundred years be- 
fore the conquest of Granada the fields of Moorish 
Spain had been brought to a degree of productivness 
never surpassed in the most favored regions of our 
own continent, while Catholic Prussia was a bleak 
heather. Since the expulsion of the Moors from 
Spain, and the monks from northern Germany, 
Prussia has become a garden and Spain a desert; 
the contrasting results of prudence and superstition. 
While the Prussians were at work the Spaniards were 
whining to their saints, or embroidering petticoats 
for an image of the holy Virgin. While the country- 
men of Humboldt studied chemistry, physiology, and 
rational egriculture, the countrymen of Loyola conned 
oriental ghost stories ; while the former placed their 


trust in the promises of nature, the latter trusted in 


the promises of the New Testament. Prudence, 
rather than military prowess, has transferred the 
hegemony of Europe from the Ebro to the Elbe, and 
prudence alone has smoothened even the path of exile 
which ill-fated Israel has pursued now for more than 
a thousand years. For, with all the Spiritualistie 
tendency of their ethics, the children of Jacob have 
long ceased to deal in miraeles, and train their chil. 
dren in lessons of secular realism which effectually 
counteract the influence of their school-training in 
the lessons of the past, and as a result famine has 
been banished from the tents of the exiles. Like the 
Corsieans and the prudent Scots, they rarely marry 
before the acquisition of a competency, but the ten- 
dency of that habit does not prevent their numerical 
increase. Their children do not perish in squalor 
and hunger ; their patriarchs do not burden our alms- 
houses. 
O.— PERVERSION. 

There is a story of an enterprising Italian who in- 
creased the patronage of an unpopular mountain 
resort by effecting an inundation of the lowlands; 
and if the apostles of other-worldliness had tried to 
enhance the attractions of their hereafter on the same 
plan, they could certainly not have adopted a more 
effective method for depreciating the value of tem- 
poral existence. The vanity of work, of thrift, of 
economy, and the superior merit of reliance on the 
aid of preternatural agencies, were a favorite text of 
the Galilean messiah. “Take no thought of the 
morrow, for the morrow.shall take thought for tbe 
things of itself" “Take no thought, saying, What 
shall we eat? what shall we drink? or wherewithal 
shall we. be clothed? For after all these do the 
gentiles seek." “Ask and it shall be given you." 

Secular foresight was depreciated even in the form 
of a prudent care for the preservation of physical 
health; the selection of clean in preference to un- 
clean food was denounced as a relie of worldliness ; 
and in mitigating the consequences of such insults 
to nature, prayer and mystic ceremonies were rec- 
ommended as superior to secular r-medies. ‘If any 
man is sick among you, let him call for the elders of 
the church, and let them pray over him, anointing 
him with oil in the name of the Lord.” “And the 
prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall 
raise him up.” “And when he had called unto him 
his twelve disciples, he gave them power against un- 
clean spirits to cast them out, and to heal all manner 
of disease.” * 

If sueh instructions had been followed to the 
letter, the human race would have perished in a hell 
of madness and disease. As it was, a thousand years’ 
purgatory of half insanity eured the world of its de- 
lusion ; and the sinners against the laws of common 
sense escaped with the penalty of a millennium of 
barbarism, a barbarism which, in the most orthodox 
countries of the fourteenth century, had sunk deep be- 
low the lowest ebb of pagan savagery. The. un- 
tutored hunters of the primeval German forest were 
at least left to the resources of their animal instincts ; 
they were illiterate, but manly and generous, braving 
danger, and prizing health and liberty above ali 
earthly blessings. Their children were dragged off 
to the bondage of the Christian convents and doomed 
to all the misery of physical restraint, not for the 
sake of their intellectual culture, not with a view of 
purchasing the comforts of after years by temporal 
self-denial, but to educate them in habits of physical 
apathy and supine reliance on the aid of interposing 
saints—a habit which at last revenged itself by its 
transfer to the principles of ethics, and encouraged 
malefactors to trust their eternal welfare to the same 
expedient to which indolence had been taught to con. 
fide its temporal interests. Where was the need of 
rectitude if iniquity could be compromised by prayer? 
Where was the need of industry if its fruits could be 
obtained by faith? Where was the need of sanitary 
precautions if the consequences of their neglect could 
be averted by ceremonies? 

i D.—PENALTIES OF NEGLECT. 

The consequences of that dogma refuted its claims 
by lessons which mankind is not apt to forget for 
the next hundred generations. From the day when 


the doctrine of antinaturalism succeeded in super-. 
seding the lingering influence of pagan philosophy, 
progressive industry waned, and at last almost ceased 
to supply even a reduced demand; commerce lin- 
gered, and the sources of subsistence were wholly 
confined to the produce of a more and more impover- 
ished soil. With the exception of (still half pagan) 
Italy, not one of the many once prosperous countries 
of Christian Europe had anything like a profitable 
export trade. On the international markety of the 
Byzantine empire the products of skilled labor—fine 
clothes, fine fruits, perfume, and jewelry—were sold 
by oriental merchants, while the Christian buyers 
had little to offer in exchange. but the spontaneous 
products of Nature: timber, salt, amber, and per- 
haps hides and wool. Medical science had become 
such a medley of vagaries and barbarisms that even 
the princes of Christendom could not boast of a 
competent family physician, and in critical cases had 
to trust their lives to the skill of Moorish or Persian 
doctors. Abderaman el Hakim, a king of Moorish 
Spain, had so many applications for the services 
of his court doctor that. he often jestingly called him 
the “Savior of Christian Europe.” The prevalence of 
the militant type should certainly have encouraged 
the manufacture of warlike implements; yet not one 
of the twelve heavy-armed countries of Trinitarian 
Europe had preserved the art of tempering u first- 
class sword, and proof-steel had to be imported from 
Damascus. The traditions of architecture were lim- 
ited to the fantastic elaboration of religious edifices ; 
peasants dwelt in hovels, and citizens in dingy stone 
prisons, crowded into crooked and cobble-paved 
alleys. 

The unspeakable filth of such alleys produced’ 
epidemics that almost depopulated the most orthodox | 
countries of medieval Europe. Under the stimulus 
of clerical theories, those epidemics in their turn 
produced outbreaks of fanatical superstition, which 
in pagan Rome would certainly have been ascribed 


‘to the influence of a contagious mental disease. 


Diseases, according to a doctrine which it was 
deemed blasphemy to doubt, could be averted by 
prayer and self-humiliation. In spite of a diligent 
application of such prophylaeties, diseases of the 
most virulent kind became more prevalent. The 
logical inference seemed that prayer had not been 
fervent and: self-abasement not abject enough. 
Hordes of religious maniacs roamed the streets of 
the plague-stricken cities, howling like hyenas and 
lacerating their bodies in. & manner too shocking 
to describe. After exhausting the available means of 
subsistence, the blood smeared wretches would in- 
vade the open country, and by frantie appeals 
frighten thousands of peasants into joining their 
ranks, and in carrying the seeds of mental and 
physical contagion to a neighboring country. In 
Germany end Holland the total number of “ Flagel- 
lants” were at one time estimated at three hundred 
and fifty thousand; on another occasion at more 
than half a million. If the disease had exhausted its 
fury, the self-torturers would claim the reward of 
their services by falling like hungry wolves upon 
the homes of the sane survivors. If the plague 
refused to abate, the leading fanatics would ascribe 
the failure to their followers’ waut of zeal, and 
enforce their theory by an indiscriminate application 
of a rawhide knout, till the dispute was referred 
to'the arbitrament of coid steel, and the ranks of the 
howling maniacs were thianed by mutual slaughter. 
E,— REWARDS. 

The world has trusted in the doctrine of miracle- 
mongers till skepticism became a condition of self- 
preservation, and the benefits of open revolt are now 
conspicuous enough to impress even the non-insur- 
rected slaves of the church. With all their hereditary 
bias of prejudice the victims of the miracle dogma 
cannot help contrasting their lot with that of the in- 
dustrial skeptic. They cannot help seeing self- 
reliant science suceceds where praver-relying ortho- 
doxy fails. The prosperity of Protestantism, its 
physical, intellectual, political, and financial superior- 
ity to Conservatism, with the aid of all its saints, are 
facts too glaringly evident to ignore their significance, 
and our ethical text-books might as well plainly ad- 
mit that this universe of ours is governed by uniform 
laws and not by the caprice of ghosts—at all events 
not of ghosts that can be influenced by rant and 
ceremonies. Whatever may be the ostablished sys- 
tem of other worlds, in this planet of ours Nature 
has not trusted our welfare to the. whims of irixy 
spooks, but has endowed our own minds with the 
faculty of ascertaining and improving the conditions 
of that welfare; and the time cannot come too soon 
when well-directed labor shall be recognized as the 
only prayer ever answered to the inhabitants of this 
earth. 

The philosophie author of the.“ History of Morals” 
remarks that the medieval miracle creed still lurks in 
the popular explanation of the more occult phenom- 
ena. While the natural sequence of cause and effect 
is, for instance, freely admitted in such plain cases as 
the stability of a well-built house and the collapse of 
a rickety structure, the phenomena of health and dis- 
ease, of atmospheric changes or of the (apparent) 
caprices of fortune in war or games of chance are 
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still ascribed to the interference of preternatural 

_agencies. That bias is undoubtedly at the bottom of 
the still prevalent mania for hazardous speculation 
and the reckless disregard of the laws governing the 
condiiion of our physical health. 

Unconfessed, and perhaps unknown, to themselves 
the grandchildren of orthodox parents are still influ- 
enced by the hope that in such cases the event of an 
imprudent venture might be modified by the inter- 
ceding favor of “ providence.” 

Secularism should teach it converts that the most 
complex as well as the simplest effect is the necessary 
consequence of a natural cause; that the “ power 
behind phenomena” acts by consistent laws, and that 
the study and practical application of those laws is 
the only way to bias the favor of fortune. 

“Pray and you shall receive,” says Superstition 
“Sow if you would reap,” says Science. The Re- 
ligion of Nature will teach every man to answer his 
own prayers, and Prudence will the Providence of 
the Future. 

. —— —————— 
The Costs in Reynolds's Trial for Blasphemy. 


The law concerning blasphemy in New Jersey is 
predicated on an old “ act” of the medieval ages, and 
it has been, practically, a dead letter on the statute 
books of New Jersey for more than a hundred years. 
The oldest inhabitants hav never before heard of a 
suit brought for blasphemy, and competent jurists 
conjecture that the records of no other court 
(besides the court at Morristown) in the entire 


‘state bear the disfiguring blotch of a trial for blas- . 


phemy. 
. As the men who had C. B. Reynolds arrested and 
tried for blasphemy had such a profound regard for 
the majesty of that old law, an itemized bili of the 
costs in the trial was obtained by the editor of Tux 
Truru Serxer for the purpose of seeing how much 
regard they themselvs had paid to other important 
laws in prosecuting the defendant. The law states 
explicitly that so much, and no more, may be charged 
by officers of the court for what each one does,-un- 
der a penalty for an excessiv charge. We will com- 
pare the charges rendered in the bill of costs with 
the amounts allowed by law, and show how hard 
they labored to roll up an unchristian bill of costs 
by adding a few cents, here and there, more than the 
law allows. The clerk of the court is paid a large 
salary for his services; yet he is required to make 
out a bill of costs, at the close of the trial, and 
charge so much for what he has done, so much for 
what the sheriff has done, and so much for the ser- 
vices of only two witnesses. Then, he is under 
obligation to pay sheriff, constable, and two witnesses 
and hand over the amount charged for his own ser- 
vices to the county treasurer. The clerk has an op- 
' “portunity to pocket a good deal of money that does 
not belong to him by collecting four times as much 
as the law allows, then handing over the lawful 
amount to the county treasurer, and pocketing the 
surplus. Clerks of every court hav numerous 
chances to extort unlawful money from every one 
who has & suit at law, unless the litigants, or their 
- attorneys,-will look into the law, and see whether the 
clerk has charged more than the law indicates. 

As very few people understand how a bill of costs 
is drawn, it will be proper to state that a blank sheet 
is ruled in several columns, one column for the 
-clerk’s charges, one column for the sheriff's charges, 
and another column for the court, or judges, and 
another column headed “Als.” In this column the 
fees of witnesses, crier, constable, and others are 

. entered. A great many entries are made under “ Als.” 
“that never get beyond the clerk’s pocket. As soon 
as the trial ıs closed, the clerk is required to fill out 
the bill of costs, or “tax” it, as it is called. So he 
commences: The clerk drew the summons. The 
law says the clerk may charge 34 cents for drawing 
summons. So he enters 34 cents in clerk's column. 
The sheriff served the summons on Brother Rey- 
nolds. 

The law states that the sheriff is entitled to $2 00 
for serving the summons, and 12 cents for returning 
it to the clerk, and two cents per mile for every mile 
traveled to serve the summons. So the clerk enters 
$2.12 and 4 cents per mile in the sheriff's column. 
Then, here are five subpcenas for witnesses to appear 
before the grand jury to give evidence for indieting 
Mr. Reynolds. But the law says the clerk must not 
charge the defendant for more than two witnesses. 
So he foots up the amount alowed by law, for serv- 
ing two subpoenas, and then adds the mileage, 
and places the amount in favor of the constable 
under “As.” The law states that for trying the 
case the clerk may enter 50 cents in the court 
column, as the fee of the judge, to be handed over 
to the state treasurer. After the blank is all 
filled out, the clerk folds it up and puts it in a 
pigeon-hole. All this process is called drawing, tax- 

ng, and filing a bill of costs. The law says explicitly 
that for drawing, taxing, and filing a bill of costs, the 
clerk may charge 50 cents in his column and no more, 
under a penaity of $30. Now, let us examin the 
. tems charged against Mr. Reynolds, and compare 
Xem with the law. Here is the document itself: 


: r 
MORRIS OYER AND TERMİNER AND GENERAL 
QUARTER SESSIONS. 


f May Term, A.D., 1887. 
Sur Indictment for Blasphemy. 


Tha: Bere | Trial and Conviction.May 20.A.D .1887. 


98. 


Chas. B. Reynolds. Sentence. May 20, A.D., 1887. 


Fine, $25.00, besides costs of 
L Prosecution. l 
Costs. : Clerk. Court: Sheriff. Als. - 
Drawing five Summons’ for wit- 
nesses for Grand Jury, sealing 
. 8ndserving...... 2. ccececesseseeceeeee 175 
Entering and filing Indictment, and 


2 40 
09 
50 


Fee af Justice of Supreme Court on 
Indictment found..................... 
Drawing and sealing Process for 
deft.. Rule for do., serving and 
returning...........eeeeeee esee te sissi 
Order to hand to Quarter Sessions 
entering and filing do................ 
Order to set Prisoner to bar for ap- 
pearance and entering do.......... 
Rules to charge and Plea, and en- 
tering Plea.................eeeese sees. 
Order to set down trial for........... 
Drawing and sealing 1 Subpeena 
26 Tickets and serving (Babbitt). 2 99 
Order to call up Prisoner, and that 
Trial come on................ assores 
Drawing and Sealing Venire, rule 
to return do., and Sheriff.......... 
Calling aud swearing Jury, Clerk, 
and Crier.....................eec cesses 
Calling and swearing 17 witnesses, 
Clerk and Crier, 6 cents..... ...... 1 02 
23 Witnesses 99 days. .................. 
Drawing and sealing 28 Witness 
cert. for Sheriff........................ 4 
Court fee for Trial or argument of 
CB U&O .... s css io cosesscesescseests osike 
Constable attending Jury, and 
Clerk swearing and order for do. 
Taking and entering verdict, Rule 
to remand............ cesses sconces 
Order to call Prisoner to bar for 
Sentence and  remanding to 
Sheriff ......... —— —á 
Taking and entering Judgment, 
Signing and recording same, and 
order for do................. esee osso 
Prosecutor’s fees........ n waves 
Drawing Costs, copy, taxing and ` 
filing....... HEUTE 
Drawing Costs, copy for Sheriff, 
and certificate................... Luces 
Certified Copy of Sentence for 
Sheriff ..... .......... araea erer S 


20 2 12 
20 
70 


40 
20 


09 


9 10 

40 
20 1 00 

12 


1 02 
14 50 


50 
20 
20 


50 


20 


70 
15 00 


Costs taxed at Sixty. ] Clerk, $17 67 $4 10 $8 12 $43 32 


: Conrt: 4 10 
eight Dollars and } : 
Twenty-one Cents. J ene às i 

. iki 

: Total, $68 21 
M. S. CONDIT, Clerk. 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY,? 
County of Morris. j 58. 


I, Melvin S. Condit, Clerk of the County of Morris, and 
also Clerk of the Oyer and Terminer aud General Quarter 
Sessions, holden in and for said County, do hereby certifv 
that the foregoing is a true copy of the original Taxed Bill 
of Costs, on indictment in the case of the State of New 
Jersey, vs. Charles B. Reyno:ds, as fully as the same re- 
mains on file in mv office. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF I hav hereunto set my 
hand and affixed the sea] of said Court and County at Morris- 
town, this 29th day of July, A.D., eighteen hundred and 
eighty-seven. M. S. Conprt, Clerk. 

[Srat.] Per D. S. Voonnxzzs, Dep. 

The first charge is for drawing five summons for 
five witnesses, $1.75. The law says that defendant 
is chargeable for only two witnesses. The clerk 
is allowed to charge 34 cents, thus making 68 centa 
according. to law, and $1.75 according to Christian 
equity. Constable’s fees for serving summons, $2 40. 
As we do not know the amount of mileage, we cannot 
state exactly what amount would be. lawful; yet it is 
safe to state that for two witnesses the amount 
would be two-fifths of $2.40, or 96 cents. Entering 
and filing. indictment, 20 cents (right once). Nine 
cents for crier, in “Als.” column. What did the 
crier do for that 9 cents? There is no record of any 
service. : 


Fee of justice of court on indictment............c0ccccseceee0e 
(That charge of 50 cents is correct, provided the 
court records show that the judge did anything. 
If the records do not show any service, the clerk 
bad no right to enter 50 cents.) 
Clerk drawing and sealing process for defendant, 76 
cents; rule for same, 20 centa............ ————À 
(The Jaw says 34 cents for drawing process (or war- 
rant), and 14 cents for sealing, making 48 cents, 
instead of 76 cents. He bas charged 20 cents for 
rule of a court. There was no rule.) 
Sheriff's fees for serving, $2, and returning papers, 12 
Cents (Correct). .........eeeeseeeeeeseee eene ne nnne annee ne traen 
Order to hand to quarter sessions, 44 cents for clerk ; 
20 cents for court; and 9 cents for crier for opening 
the door, in all... sec. celccessctascovssanseccdcevdcoseceaseeuccese 
(There is no law for either of these last charges.) 
Order to set prisoner to bar for appearance, and enter- 
ing do. ;: clerk... ..eieteciesceeccs eset eorr e node e Ead Popes 23 
Court; £668 E E E 70 
Rules to charge and plea, and entering plea, 44 cents for 
clerk and 40 cents for court... ...... Lees 
Order to set down for trial, 18 cents for clerk and 90 
cents for court 


.96 


2.12 


73 


84 


.88 

The law makes provision for only a part of the 
four last items. The law states that no item of cost 
shall be allowed, except such as are specially pro- 
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vided for in the * Fee Bill,” or the “Act” regulating | of costs, 50 cents (Rev. Stat., p. 409). 
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into court a free citizen, and appeared in response to 
& summons served by the sheriff Hence, all this 
twaddle and items of cost about & prisoner i8 not 
applicable to this suit. If any one will go to Morris- 
towu and examin the court records, he will not find 
any order on file to set the prisoner to bar, nor rules 
to plead, nor any ples on file. Yet the clerk has 
scooped all these items into Reynolds's bill of costs; 
and as nobody examins the bill to see where the 
money goes, this excess is pocketed. 

Drawing and sealing one subpcena and twenty-six 
tickets, $2.99. The law allows the clerk to charge 
the defendant for subospna 25 cents; sealing, 14 
cents ; and two tickets. 9 cents each, 48 cents, instead 
of $299. Constable’s fees for serving these papers, 
$9 10. The clerk bad a right to charge 60 cents for 
the first witness subpcevaed, and 30 cents for the 
second, and mileage, and the mileage must not exceed 
$2. It is safe to assume that the mileage, in serving 
two witnesses, will not exceed $1. So we hav $1 90 
lawful charge, and $910 as the Christians’ charge. 
Order to call up prisoner and that trial come on, 36 
cents. . No order of the kind was ever given, as C. B. 
Reynolds was not a prisoner. Fees of the court for 
issuing order, 40 cents. The court never issued any 
such order, for the reason that Reynolds was not a 
prisoner. He came into cout as a free citizen, with- 
out avy order, consequently that charge of 36 cents 
for drawing the order, and 40 cents in favor of the 
judge, when he never issued any order, is simply rob- 
bery. Drawing and sealing venire and rule, 57 cents; 
judge's fee, 20 cents; constable’s fee, $1. If the. 
court records show that al] this was done, the amount 
is only two cents more than the law allows. Calling 
and swearing jury, clerk, and crier, 32 cents; the law 
says, calling and swearing jury, 12 cents. Calling 
seventeen witnesses by clerk and crier, and swear- 
ing them, $2.04. The clerk had aright to charge for 
awearing two witnesses. and no more, 6 cents each, 
12 ‘cents. “Twenty tbree witnesses, twenty-nine 
days, $14 50;" the clerk had a right to charge Rey- 
nolds for only two witnesses, 50 cents each. (See 
Rev. Stat., p. 558) So here we hav $1 according to 
law, against $14.50 according to Christian rules. 
Drawing and sealing twenty-three witness certificates 
for sheriff, $460. There is no law, rule, or custom 
for this charge. If a certificate was necessary for 
two witnesses the lawful charge would be only 10 
cents each, certified and sealed, or 20 cents for doubt- 
ful law, against $4 60 Christian. Court fee for trial, 
50 cents (for a wonder another charge is correct). 
Constable attending jury, 50 cents; and clerk swear- 
ing jury, 24 cents; and rule toremand jury. 20 cents. 
The constable is paid by the day, so that 50 cents is 
unlawful. Swearing the jury is 20 cents. There was 
no order for remanding it, hence that 20 certs is 
fraudulent. Taking and entering verdict, 26 cents; 
for clerk and rule to remand the jury, 20 cents. The 
law says for taking and entering verdict, 8 cents; as 
the jury agreed at once there was no rule to remand, 
and consequently this 20 cents is an unlawful charge. 
Order to call the prisoner to the bar for sentence, 18 
cents for clerk, and 20 cents for court for remanding 
prisoner to the custody of the sheriff. Reynolds was 
not that kind of & prisoner, and was not remanded. 
The court imposed a fine of $25 00 for uttering a few 
words that anybody and everybody uses at pleasure. 
Reynolds payed the fine; like a free citizen, and went 
home as free from the claws of the sheriff as any 
other man. This 18 cents for clerk and 20 cents for 
court show a far more deliberate and defiant viola- 
tion of a wholesome law than the few harmless 
words that Revnolds uttered. Taking and entering 
judgment, $1 34 for clerk, and 70 cents for the judge 
for signivg an order. All this is fraudulent. The 
fine was paid as soon as the verdict was rendered. 
Al proceedings ended then and there. If Reynolds 
had been a prisoner, and a fine had been imposed 
which he was unable to pay, and he had been re- 
manded back to prison, then the clerk would hav 
been directed to enter a judgment against him, and 
the judge would hav signed it. But all this was not 
done, hence these charges for services not rendered 
are fraudulent and forbidden by law under a, penalty 
of a large fine and imprisonment. 

Prosecutor's fees, 815. This charge is to pay the 
prosecutor of the pleas for drawing the indictment 
against Mr. Reynolds, and for managing and trying 
the ease. This prosecutor of pleas is a salaried officer 
of state. Whetber he does little or much, he receives 
a regular salary. He does not receive compensation 
from fees.) He dare not accept one dollar as fees, 
under color of his office. If the costs for what he 
did should be taxed as an attorney’s fees (as they are 
taxed where a lawyer does not receive a salary), bis 
fees according to law would be as follows: Drawing 
the indictment against Mr. Reynolds, $1.50; retain- 
ing fee, $1; Term fee (00 cents), two terms of court, 
$120; motion for trial, 50 cents; trying the case, 
$2. In all $6 20. But as he receives a fat salary, 
he is not. entitled to one cent of this $15. (See Rev. 
Stat. of N. J., p. 402) 

Drawing costs, taxing, and filing, aud copy for the 
clerk, $112. The laws says, drawing and taxing bill 
The clerk of 


costs. C. B. Reynolds was not a prisoner. He went | the supreme court and clerk of chancery, the highest — 
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tribunals in the state, are allowed to charge only 50 
cents for drawing, taxing, and filing a bill of costs. 
For making & copy the law says 8 cents. Drawing 
costs copy for sheriff and certificate, 74 cents. This 
is all fraudulent. Certified copy of sentence for 
sheriff, 74 cents. This charge is another fraud. 
There was no sentence. Reynolds was only fined, 
and he paid the fine on the spot. No copy of a sen- 
tence was made and no copy was required. Hence 
these last items are utterly unlawful. 


TO Se 
Call for the Eleventh Annual Congress of the 
American Secular Union. 

To the Auxiliary Secular. Unions and to all citizens 
of the United States and Canadas who support 
the Nine Demands of Liberalism : : 

You are invited to attend the Eleventh Annual 
Congress of the American Secular Union, to be held 

at Chicago, October 15th and 16th. 

"^ The Congress will be called upon to consider 

measures for carrying on the work of Freethought 

and securing the adoption of such laws by the various 
state governments and by the national government as 
shall make the United States thoroughly secular, and 
the repeal of all laws now on the statute books 
which confliet with the Nine Demands of Liberalism. 

Local auxiliary Unions are entitled by the Union 
constitution to five representativs—the President and 
Secretary and three delegates. All charter members 
and life members, all Vice Presidents, all Chairmen of 
state Executiv Committees, are entitled to seats and 
votes in the Congress. Annual members are entitied 
to seats, but not votes, except by permission of the 
Congress. 

It is hoped that every auxiliary Union will send a 
full delegation to the Congress, and that every Free- 
thinker in the United States and Canada who can 
will be, present. 

Per order Board of Directors: 

CovnTLANDT Panwzn, Pres. 
SawvEL P. Puryam, Sec. 
E. A. Srevens, Ch. Fin. Com. 
Ceas. Ecxnanp, Treas. 


— ——————— 
To the Liberals of Utah. 


The importance of the thorough separation of 
church and state was never so manifest as at the 
present time. The ecclesiastical power throughout 
our country, and especially in Utah, threatens the 
perpetuity of republican institutions. American cit- 
izens should guard against the least infringements of 
equal rights and impartial liberty. The Declaration 
of Independence expresses the ideal of human gov- 

. ernment. It is not for a class, but for.all It is not 
for religion, but for justice and freedom. 

Organization is necessary in order that political 
progress may be maintained. Superstition is not 
dead, and theological tyranny is not overthrown.. 
The forces of ancient barbarism are still banded 
together. For defense the advocates of a purely 
secular state must unite, for the issue is forced upon 
the citizens of America by the aggressiv measures of 
church parties, supported by wealth and powerful 
associations. 

Citizens of Utah! All in favor of a secular state, 
absolutely free from all class and theological legisla- 
tion, and devoted to the maintenance of the rights of 
each individual, are invited to meet in convention at 
the Walker Opera House, Salt Lake City, Saturday, 
September 24th, at 10 a.m., for the purpose of organ- 
izing a territorial Secular Union, whose object shall 
be the total separation of church and state in the 
political government of Utah and the United States. 

Samuel P. Putnam, secretary of the American Sec- 
ular Union, will open the convention with an address 
on “The Dangers Ahead,” and will also on Saturday 
evening, at 8 p.m, giv his lecture, “The American 
Democracy.” Other able speakers are expected to 
be present, aud there will be a general conference 
and debate in regard to important measures of 
reform. There will be three sessions daily, Saturday 
and Sunday, September 24th and 25th, at 10 am, 
3 r.m., and 8 p.m. ; 

Will everyone who receives this notice take the 
utmost pains to advertise the convention and induce 
a large attendance from his vicinity? Come every 
citizen of Utah who believes in political rights. 

——— 9-49 ——————— 


News and Notes. 


Prairie City is away among the Blue mountains, 
seventy miles from Baker City. After three months' 
fair weather, the rain began to pour just as I left 
Baker in the lumbering coach. I did not object to 
this, for the dust on the mountain roads, according 
to report, was about three feet deep. So the dis- 
comforts of a storm were welcome. It is _low travel- 
ing among these mighty hills. The way is rough, 
and reminds one of ancient Jordan. At 7 o'clock we 
arrive, cold and hungry, at the supper station, but 
six hours’ travel is stil before us in the driving 
showers for our night's rest, and then we can only 
sleep & couple of hours. We must start early in the 
morning and cross two big ranges toreach the happy 
valley wherein the pretty village of Prairie is sit- 
uated. As we ascend at about the rate of two miles 


. with ore. 


an hour to the hight of six or seven thousand feet, 
we pass from rain into snow, and the white mantle 
spreads amid the huge forest trees—a sketch of win- 
ter amid the landscapes of August. In the course cf 
our day's journey we come to a lonely ranche in a 
little nook of the world. There is a big fireplace and 
a sparkling flame, and for a few moments we hav a 
chance to warm our chilled bodies. As I glance at 
the wall I see the face of Ingersoll, and then I know 
I am somewhere in the haunts of civilization, and 
that good souls are about. In this remote wilderness 
shone a picture of noblest life, and the rest of my 
journey had delight mingled with the turmoil of rain 
and snow. In the afternoon I arrive at Prairie City, 
and the welcome of friends is reward for all the ups 
and downs of mountain travel and the cold drapery 
of winter. 

Prairie City is in a beautiful valley, John Day val- 
ley, through which flows the John Day river, which 
is one of the brightest of mountain streams. John 
Day was one of the early trappers of this country. 
He came out with Lewis and Clark’s company, and 
left them in the Willamette valley, and, with only 
Indian guides, ventured into this mountainous coun- 
try and discovered this valley, where he lived until 
death, and which is named after him. The valley is 
about seventy-five miles long, with a width of from 
one to seven miles. The scenery is exceedingly 
beautiful. On one side towers Mount Dixie, and on 
the other Strawberry Butte, to the hight of about 
ten thousand feet, while about them rol] lesser peaks 
of the Blue hills, hundreds of miles away. The 
soil of the valley is fertil, producing excellent vegeta- 
bles of almost every kind, and wheat, barley, oats, 
corn; a variety of iruits—plums, cherries, peaches, 
pears, and apples. It is a fine stock country, and 
cattle at present, with the mines, are the main source 
of its wealth. All the neighboring region is rich 
The placer mines hav been nearly worked 
out, but the quariz mines seem to be inexhaustible, 
and new ones are constantly discovered. It is a 
lively country round about, though so remote from 
the railroad. The people know how to enjoy the 
world, and are Liberal in spirit, and even the Chris- 
tians are of the good sort and don’t wish to oppress 
the unbeliever. : i 

In spite of the weather, the hall was full on the 


first evening, and the auspices were favorable for the 


week's campaign. The next day the storms rolled 
off and the sunshine glittered on the snowy moun- 
tain-tops and amid, the gorgeous masses of clouds. 
The landscapes were brilliant and enchanting. 

My friend A. S. Blinn drove me over to Canyon 
City. Blinn is a Yankee pioneer. He has been in 
almost every state, and can do most anything when 
emergency requires. Dr. York knows him, for it was 
Blinn who introduced the doctor to this country 
some years since, where he made a notable compaign, 
whose influence is yet felt for Freethought. T was 
glad that the way had been broken for me by my 
bold companion. It was Blinn who had the courage 
to persuade me into this far country. He takes 
Tur Trout SEEKER and reads it all through, and 
therefore is not behind the times. Qne is sure of 
suecess with such a veteran worker at his side. 

Canyon City is rightly named. It has only one 
street, so narrow that in order to turn round one 
has to travel clear through. It was started as a 
mining eamp about 1870, and millions of dollars hav 
been washed out of the neighboring gullies. It was 
here that Joaquin Miller had his start. He was 
formerly judge in this piace. His wife was then the 
poet of the family. Miller's literary produetions are 
a good deal like the country from whence he emi- 
grated, a mixture of brightness and eccentric desola- 
tion, luxuriant valley alongside sandy bluffs. 

I was pleased to meet Mrs. Abagail Scott Dunn- 
away at Canyon, who is also lecturing on “ Equal 
Rights.” She is bright and liberal in her method of 
dealing with the advancement of woman, and under- 
stands pretty well the situation and where the hope 
of reform lies. She is doing a valuable work, and 
although not openly advocating Freethought, she is 
thoroughly in harmony with its radical philosophy, 
and a brilliant advocate of some of the principles 
of our platform. A fair audience was present at 
Canyon City, but it is pretty well church-ridden, and 
only a few are ready to stand the brunt. There are 
three churches, of which the Catholic is the strongest. 
I had the Catholie priest for a table companion. He 
is very innocent-looking—so innocent that I really 
believe he is honest. He seems to hav the idea that 
Infidels believe nothing ; for he confidingly asked me 
if it wasn’t easier to believe nothing than something. 
I told him that Infidels believe as much as anybody 
else on rational evidence. He incautiously affirmed 
thet the morality of the world five hundred years ago 
was better than that cf to-day. Friend Blinn advised 
him to quit preaching if such was the result of 
Christianity. He did not seem to understand the 
diift of the remark. A faith so childlike and bland 
could scarcely arouse any aggression on my part. 
His serene ignorance was such a curiosity that I 
hadn't the slightest temptation for combat. 

Thursday evening I lectured again at Prairie City. 
Here the people are alive and progressiv, and seem 


to enjoy Freethought to the utmost. As yet there 
is no ehurch, and eeclesiastieal shadows are not cast. 

On Friday morning my friends Mr. and Mrs. 
Cleaver, with Mr. Blinn and Mr. Thompson, drove 
me up the valley to the Warm Springs. This is 
a delightful place in the heart of the hills, where 
Nature has done almost everything to make a pleas- 
ant resort—the bright waters, cold and hot, brim- 
ming from the earth, with evergreen groves around, 
harvest fields, meadows, running brooks, and giant 
trees towering to the lofty summits, making a spark- 
ling temple for the divinities of the happy human 
mind. 

Mr. and Mrs. James F. Cleaver and all their family 
are Liberals in blood and brain. They believe in 
doing something for humanity’s sake, and I find them 
noble allies in my work here. 

On Friday evening I lecture again at Prairie City 
and at Canyon on Saturday. We hav some sturdy 
friends at the latter place who stand up to be counted 
against all odds—C. B. Hupprich, John Smith, 
Robert Lockwood, Mr. Rainey, and others—and it 
was a pleasure to meet these brave scouts on the 
frontier post, who blaze our pathway under the very 
walls of superstition. 

Sunday morning, I lecture at Prairie City. In 
the afternoon I enjoy the hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. 
A. L. Thompson. Mr. Thompson secured in this 
place one hundred and twenty-three names for the 
pardon of Bennett. Some of the signers were 
Christians, and two of them ministers, This shows 
the liberality of the place and the earnestness of 
friend: Thompson, who is always ready to do his 
level best, and who believes in freedom with his 
whole heart and mind. 

With the good allies already mentioned are W. B. 
Davis and family, J. L. Sanford and A. Clark, who 
came twenty miles to attend the lectures, Wm. 
Tuneman, W. B. Carpenter, Samuel Carpenter, Jules 
Le Bret, J. Harding, Samuel French, George Shearer, 
W. W. Armsirong, N. Arke, Thos. Mills, and others. . 
On Sunday evening, the hail was full to overflowing. 
In every respect I hav enjoyed myself in this de- 
lightful valley, and though it is so far off, I hope to 
visit it again, for here is genuin human nature— 
liberality, open-heartedness, with all types of char- 
acter, interesting and original, so that one is con-. 
stantly fascinated with the ever-changing life of this 
hamlet. Major Magone, who introduced me on the 
first evening with eloquent speech, is a true son of 
the soil, as independent as the rock-ribbed hill. He 
is a brother of the collector of New York, but is a 
true-blue Republican himself, and asks no favors. 
He had rather dig in the soil than be under any 
obligations to others for fortune. He is bound to 
* paddle his own canoe” in this Western wilderness. 

Monday, Sept. 5th, I bade good-bye to my many 
comrades in this Arcadian valley, where Nature 
smiles with such summer glory, and the ribs of earth 
are seamed with such uncounted wealth. I hope for 
good fortune to all, for that will be good fortune to 
the Secular Pilgrim. 

I found merry companions on the stage, and the 
seventy miles’ travel through the brilliant sunshine, 
the magnificent woods, the grand hills, the moon- 
lighted night, and the rosy-hued morning was like a 
happy dream. I am not tired a bit when I land in 
Baker City. I lecture this evening here, and to- 
morrow, Wednesday, at Weiser City; Emmeti’s, 
Sept. 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th; Caldwell, Sept. 13th, 
14th, and 15th; Boise City, 16th, 17th, and 18th ; 
Salt Lake City, Sept. 24th and 25th; Canyon City, 
Colorado, Sept. 28th and 29th ; Denver, Oct. 2d. 

I shall be in Chicago, Oct. 15th and 16th, for An- , 
nual Congress, where I hope to meet a crowd of ` 
Liberals. SawvEL P. PursAx. 

Baker City, Sept. 6, 1887. 


—— 9-9 9—-——————— 
To the Liberals of the West. 

For some time a feeling has been fomented, by 
some whose principal distinetion to the title of 
Liberal has been their illiberal criticism of those 
whose time, talents, and means has been continuously 
devoted to forwarding our Freethought and Secular 
work, that the American Secular Union was merely a 
New York enterprise—a personal affair. Those 
critics, in support of their position, pointed out that 
the chief officers were invariably New York men; 
that congresses and conventions were oftener held 
in the East than the interest there manifested would 
warrant, and other equally absurd and unjust claims 
‘were urged to defeat the only organization that has 
ever afforded opportunity for practical Freethought 
propaganda. That this has had a detrimental effect 
on Freethinkers in the West, many of whom were 
led to believe that they were being discriminated 
against, no one can deny. Now, whatever might 
hav had that appearance in the past is obviated by 
the approaching Congress to be held in Chicago, Oct. 
15th and 16:h. Then Western Liberals will be 
afforded an opportunity to shape its course and 
weld themselvs into a compact, practical, and power- 
ful association, commensurate with their intelligence 
and influence. ` 

Are you interested in Freethought work? 
you a member? 


Are 
If not, become one before the Con- 
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gress, and if you can't attend in person, send a good 
man or woman in your stead, and if you can't do 
either, please to send your money. The morning 
sessions will be devoted to business, and thé after- 
noon and evening sessions to lectures and addresses. 
Morning sessions will be held in the elegant hall of 
the Chicago Secular Union; afternoon and evening 
sessions in the Madison Street Theater, formerly 
Hershy Music Hall, where were held the Congresses 
of 1880 and 1881. This theater has recently been 
remodeled, and is one of-the finest auditoriums in the 
city. E: 

The rates of fare on most railroads will be but one 
fare for round-trip tickets. The exposition and Chi- 
cago’s semi-centennial great military display will be 
the attraction during that time. Make your visit 
during the time of the Secular Congress. i 

I will venture to say that there will be more prac- 
tical work performed next year than ever before, pro- 
vided that Liberals will all giv generously. It is you 
that this appeal is addressed to. If you do not aid 
this. work, no one will.. Do your duty; do it nobly; 
don’t always fire blank cartridge, but realize the 
responsibility that rests on you relativ to the present 
and future welfare of the race. Let me hear. from 
every Liberal who expects to attend. 

. E. A. Stevens, 
.. Ch. Fin. Com. American Secular Union. 


— 


C. B. Reynolds on His Western Tour. 


: Receiving an urgent invitation from the Farmdale 
Secular Union of Ohio, I started on my western tour 
two weeks earlier than I had intended. Health 
being feeble, I trusted the exhilaration from meeting 
fellow-workers for the cause of humanity and the 
necessity of rallying strength for the labors of the 
rostrum would enable me to shake off the depression 
my lung trouble oceasioned. 

Thursday, August 25th, I bade farewell to home 
and loved ones, and started away upon my long, 
lonely pilgrimage to the jumping-off place on the 
Pacific coast, hoping to return via the extreme 
northern route. ' 

Saturday, Aug. 27th, I arrived at Williamsfield, 
Ohio, and found the ever-genial M. F. Dean, of 
Lindenville, awaiting me. A little sick, a good deal 
tired, and some depressed at the prospect of long 
absence from home, how delightsome it was to be 
welcomed to such & happy, cozy home as that of 
“the Deans.” Mrs. Dean is not a “mother in 
Israel" but a generous, kind-hearted, motherly 
woman, the pride and joy of her husband, the angel 
of her home. Mr. Dean has one son just on the. 
verge of manhood, and a fair daughter a year or two 
younger. All are united in Liberalism, and so liv 
out its teachings that, despite their “dreadful In- 
` fidelity,” they are by all loved and respected. Satur- 
day evening I lectured in the Lindenville . school- 
house ; subject, * Why I Left the Pulpit.” I was 
surprised to find so large an attendance in such a 
Christian community, and very much enjoyed deliv- 
ering my lecture. It seemed to greatly interest the 
audience, and there is no question but much of good 
will result. 

On Sunday morning, after admiring friend Dean’s 
nursery and fruit farm, we drove over to Farmdale, 
and I became the guest of that bonnie boniface, 
Brockway, who, kind and courteous to all, is ever the 
outspoken Infidel. The friends at Farmdale had 
made what I feared would prove a bad mistake—ad- 
vertised lectures for Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday 
afternoons, as well as evenings: Sunday afternoons 
are always safe for good attendance, but week days 
are risky for Liberal lectures, and Monday afternoons 
most dubious of all. 

The Root Brothers, the principal merchants of the 
place, hav erected an extensiv store, and over it a 
handsome hall capable of seating 500 persons, fitted 
with stage, scenery, etc. I was cheered on ascend- 
ing the stairs on Sunday afternoon to hear the in- 
spiring music of their band. Infidels all, but be- 
lievers in music and skilled creators of sweet melodies, 
their music added greatly to the success of the 
lectures, and was of itself an attraction that added 
to our numbers. We had a fair audience in the 
afternoon, and much larger in the evening. 

John Remsburg has been here, and I find it a very 
great advantage to follow where he has pioneered, 
for the admiration and respect he has gained from 
all classes of the community insure a cordial wel- 
come and respectful hearing to his successor. 

I announced the lecture for Monday afternoon, 
“The Heaven of the Bible,” with some misgivings, 
yet believing if anything would induce the women to 
hurry up the washing, and defy its attendant weari 
ness, it would be to learn all about heaven, of which 
all talk, yet none know or can agree as to wherein its 
delights consist. I had adeeply interested audience, 
and on Tuesday afternoon a very much larger attend- 
ance to hear “ Why I left the Pulpit.” This success 
was entirely due to the women taking activ interest 
in the work. No society will make real progress 
until the women are earnestly interested and they 
are awarded a full share of the positions of honor and 
responsibility. 


Monday evening I went home with Emery Thomp- 
son and family, to his model fruit farm near Kins- 
man (the adjacent village to Farmdale) He had 
acres and acres of beautiful blackberries, and im- 
mense peach orchards, the branches of the trees 
propped up, yet many breaking down with the weight 
of mammoth luscious Crawfords. 

I closed the course of six lectures on Tuesday 
evening to a very large audience—spoke on “ Defense 
of Satan.” It would be impossible to find a place 
where more general and kindly interest could be 
manifest. There was eager desire to purchase Liberal 
literature, and a spirit of investigation aroused result- 
ing in several candidates for membership in the 
Union. The society has resolved to carry out sug- 
gestions to establish a science school on Sundays, 
inaugurate an amateur dramatic class, and giv semi- 
monthly social entertainments. This done, and the 
Farmdale Liberal Society will soon take precedence, 
and eclipse the churches alike in educational and 
social advantages. 

It was a long journey from Farmdale, O., to 
Kalamazoo, Mich., where I arrived early in the morn- 
ing, September 1st, and found joyous welcome at the 
mansion of my friends Elias H. Gault and wife. 
I was cheered by kind wishes and hearty words 
of encouragement $rom noble Uncle Lute (Lucius 


`} West); enjoyed a happy half hour with the prince of 


hotel kéepers, Fred. Hotop, of the American ; and had- 
& merry time with that generous hearted, -outspoken 
Liberal, who rejoices in the sobriquet of * Dutch 
Arnold," and who well-nigh rivals the indefatigable 
Gault in admiration of and efforts to increase the 
circulation of Tur TnurH SEEKER; received glad 
greeting from the sedate, but warm-hearted, artist 


L. C. Abbey and hosts of friends, but had to bid 


them all good-bye on Saturday morning, and take 
train for Waterloo, Ind., there to deliver tbree lect- 


ures in the open air on Sunday, September 4th. 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


———— 9-9-9——————— 


Dr. York in Pittsburgh. 
That the friends of our cause, both in the West 


and East, may know where I am, and how the battle 
goes, I submit a brief report of progress on my east- 
ern trip. : 


Our stay of six weeks in Michigan was pleasantly 
spent among relativs and friends of our early days, 
speaking at Ionia, Belding, and Grand, Rapids, tó 
large audiences considering the extremely hot 
weather. 

At Ionia, Mich., Dr. Bayard and Wm.Bentley hold the 


fort, having recently had a good stirring up by our 


radical friend, C. B. Reynolds, who has left his mark 
on the orthodox beast in Michigan. At Grand 
Rapids Brother Blodgett stands in the front, and to 


him our thanks are due for the generous donation of 


the Grand Opera House for our lecture on ‘‘ The Un- 


buried Dead,” which was well received by a large and 


most enthusiastie audience. 

Our next point was Alliance, Ohio, where we gave 
two lectures to fine audiences in Mr. Godard's rink, 
the finest structure and most novel in construction 
of anything of the kind I hav ever seen. But you 
will know the reason when I tell you that Brother 
Godard is a live, long-headed, inventiv Yankee, and 
a good, square Liberal besides. Alliance is a hand- 
some little city of seven or eight thousand inabitants, 
full of activity and, I must add, Liberalism, as my 
audiences of four to five hundred were ample proof ; 
as also that good work has been done here by 
Brothers S. P. Putnam, Watts, and others, who hav 
scattered broadcast the good seed. Our thanks are 
due for our success in Alliance to R. G. and D. W. 
Smith, of the firm of Smith & Sons, who hav the fin- 
est watch and jewelry store in thecity. Their home, 
like our own in California, has always been a resting- 
piace for our speakers, and wife and I were made 
glad and happy in the sunshine of their home. Long 
liv the Smiths! I must also mention G. Thornburg, 
a most worthy and level-headed worker from the be- 
ginning of Liberal work in Alliance, and our thanks 
are also due to him for an open door, a kindly wel- 
come, and prompt and energetic assistance. We 
turn away from the friends at Alliance with the 
promis to call and do so some more in November, and 
carry with us much good feeling to them, as well as 
a new inspiration for the work before us. 

We pass from Alliance through a most beautiful 
country to Columbus, the capital of the state, where 
all needed preparations had been made by Brother 
Rallston, the leading spirit in the Columbus Secular 
Union, and to whom great credit is due, as well as 
our thanks and appreciation for his prompt action in 
throwing our banner to the breez2, and other acts of 
kindness during our stay. 

Columbus is a growing city of eighty thousand 
population, and full of business life. It is also full 
of mental malaria known as religion. Above sixty 
God-houses point their spires on high, and not until 
recently has Freethought had any foothold on its 
sacred soil. Our gallant Putnam led the way, fol- 
lowed by Watts and Reynolds. Two or three lect- 
ures from each of the above speakers tell the story of 
Secular work in this graveyard of mental liberty up 
to this date. We gave three lectures here under the 


auspices of the Libera] Union, to good audiences, in 
the Turners’ Hall, and spoke also in the city hall to 
working people on “The Upper Ten and Lower 
Million; or, Land, Labor, and Capital" We also 
officiated at the funeral of a child of a member of the 
Secular Union. This was said to be the first Secular 
funeral service ever held in Columbus. But, if my 
advice is followed, it will not be the last of the kind. 

À correspondent has already written you about my 
leeture before the.prisoners and visitors at the peni- 
tentiary in Columbus. This innovation upon long- 
vested rights and usage of the chureh to cram these 
helpless people with superstition and the substitution 
of a Secular for a religious service was due to the cour- 
tesy of Captain Koehne, a stanch Liberal, at present 
captain of the guardroom of the penitentiary, as also 
to the liberal and broad-minded warden, who per- 
mitted the service, and who, after the lecture to the 
convicts, expressed himself as being highly pleased 
with our effort in every regard. And I was more 


.| than pleased, and not a little surprised, when I was 


called on by Captain Koehne, on the eve of my de- 
parture, and presented with a gold-piece, nicely 
wrapped up with a kindly written note expressing . 
satisfaction and thanks of the officers of the prison 
for our service, and the statement that I had the 


honor of being the first to break over thé persistency 
‘of Christian rule in any state institution. 
true that we may not hav any great claim to minister 


While it is 


to convicts in prison on the ground of similarity of 
belief, as there is scarcely an Atheist, Infidel, Spirit- 
ualist, or Jew to be found in our prisons, and nearly 
all of the convicts believe in God the Father, Son, 


and Holy Ghost, for all that the Christian church has 
no right to force any religious observance upon any 


state, school, or institution; and for this reason hav 
been formulated the Nine Demands of Liberalism. 
Our thanks are also due in Columbus to Dr. J. B. 


Schueller, Dr. P. E Blesh, T. S. Montgomery, J. C. 
Goodman, Mrs. Canon, Mrs. H.. M. Lyndall, and 
others, who did what they could to make our work a 
suecess—not forgetting W. H. More, au old reader of 
Tue TauvH Sreker, who came from Gehanna, twelve 
miles distant, to hear the Western orator. 


At present I am, according to appointment, in 


Pittsburgh, the Babel of noise, smoke, and manufact- 


ure, as busy a3 a bee-hive, if not nearly so clean. Our 
friends of the Pittsburgh League, of whom Roman 
Staley. F. A. Pierce, A. Barker, H. H. Timby, and 
Mrs. G. H. Abel are leading spirits, were up and 
dressed ready for the fray. We were met at the 
train by Brothers Staley and Hoover, and our hearts 
lifted not a little to grasp the hands of these old and 
effectiv workers iu our cause. I hav for many years 


read after the pungent pen of Harry Hoover, the 
level-headed radical man of Pennsylvania, and now 
am made happy by this kindred spirit and fellow- 
worker a5 his home. : 


I spoke on “The Two Bibles, Evolution and Crea- | 
tion. On Thursday evening I speak to working 
people on “ Labor and Capital.” On next Sunday I 
speak on “Inspiration or Revelation, Which?” On 
the third and last Sunday here we speak on “ The 
Unburied Dead.” Iam to speak in Philadelphia on 
September 25th and October 2d; at New York, 
October 9th ; at Boston, in Paine Memorial! Hall, on 
Oetober 16th, 23d, and 30th. 

Hoping all things good, and desiring all things 
true, I am, 


Yours always for mental liberty, J. L. Yonx. 


c 
Who Wants a Good Sewing Machine? 

Dear Frrenps: Robert Benfield, publisher of the 
Maurepas Gazette, Louisiana, has kindly presented 
me with a due-bill for a light-running " New 
National” sewing machine, No. 2, one that agents 
sell on time for $65. By paying $11 cash to the 
New Home Machine Company, 30 Union square, 
New York, the machine is mine. Mr. Benfield got 
the due-bill for advertising for the company, and 
passed it on to me as help on the defense fund. 

We hav an excellent machine, and Suowville 
is flooded with agents, so my chance for selling this 
one depends upon some Liberal friend who may 
want a machine. I trust some of you will be willing 
to take it, not only to help me, but to aid the 
Defense Association, for all money received by or for 
me, over and above actual expenses of the arrest and 
trial, will belong to the treasury of the Association as 
& fund to help others. 
` This offer remains open til October 16th. The 
best offer received between now and then will be 
accepted, and the due-bill sent to the would-be pur- 
chaser. The bill is on the New Home Sewing 
Machine Company, 30 Union square, New York, and 
the machine awaits there the order of the holder 
of the bill on payment of the $11 cash. 

Friends, now is your chance to help me and your- 
selvs at the same time. I hope to receive many 
offers for the machine from my friends and the 
friends of free mails. Address, 

Ermina D. SLENKER. 

Snowville, Ve., Sept. 3, 287. 


—— a 
Senp for a catalog of our publications. It is 
mailed free, . . 
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The Annual Idler. 
Ii. v 


Iam not able to report with any accuracy on the 
state of religious affairs as to vitals and godliness 
in New Hampshire. 
met but one clergyman, and I am afraid he didn’t 
form as high an opinion of me as I would like to 
occupy in the estimation of all good ministers. I 
was driving a two-horse haywagon wit a horserake 
behind, when I saw him coming inabuggy. Idrove 
out of the road so as to leave him about four-fifths of 
it, and stopped. When he got there he stopped. 
“Look here, my friend," he said rather sharply, 
* what's the matter?" I looked surprised and said, 
“Sir” * Can't I hav half the road?’ said he. “You 
can hav it all when you get by," said I. This con- 
‘ngasign failed to satisfy him, but he drove along, 
grumbling as he went. I did not learn until after 
‘ward that he was a minister, and consequently by 
.eustom entitled to everything. Heand his local wife 
&nd daughter are all preachers, and work the sur- 
rounding country for what it is worth. About four 
or five miles from his residenee is another preacher 
who is said to be powerful in prayer and discourse, 
but some of the people are complaining about his 
attentions to a young woman in his parish. Others 
stand up for him and argue that, his wife being 
older than himself, it is natural and justifiable that 
he should cultivate more youthful society. It is a 
question that I don't pretend to understand, and I 

ean't throw any light upon it. 

You will remember that Solomon, in the eighteenth 

and nineteenth paragraphs of the thirtieth instalment 
of his desultory remarks under the head of Proverbs, 
confesses that there be three things which are 
too wonderful for him, yea, four which he knows not: 
* The way of an eagle in the air, the way of a serpent 
upon a rock, and the way of a ship in the midst of 
the sea.” The fourth touches the matter here under 
. discussion. As the science of aérostatics was quite 
undeveloped in his day, Solomon is not to be blamed 
for his lack of knowledge on that subject. A serpent 
on a rock is indeed an object calculated to awaken 
feelings of the liveliest curiosity, though if Solomon 
had ever seen a New England deacon on a toot his 
astonishment would hav been greater. His un- 
familiarity with a ship at sea is excusable, since he 
probably never saw one; but for a man with a thou- 
sand best girls to plead ignorance on the fourth 
count is, in my judgment, a fatal blow at the va'ue 
of human experience. But Idigress. I think that 
I detect in myself of late a tendency to discuss ques- 
tions of a deeply philosophical nature. 

Among the unusual things Isaw in New Hamp- 
shire was a blind man making cheese. He had been 
a farmer and kept a large dairy for years, and as he 
grew old his eyes failed him. He heard of a 
mysterious doctor in Boston who had had a “ revela- 
tion” and professed to effect miraculous cures. He 
went to Boston with eyes sufficiently good to enable 
him to find his way about, was treated by the doctor 
according to the revelation, and came back—a blind 
victim to imposture and superstition. I saw him at 
work. He is a man of herculean build and keeps to 
the treadmill of his daily task like a sightless Samson 
grindingcorn. If he could get the medical impostor 
and his revelation into one of his presses, I am in- 
clined to believe he would take pleasure in squeezing 
them into a small and compact cheese. 

New Hampshire has one institution that she is not 
proud of, and which no one that I saw cared to 
apologize for, and that institution is her legislature. 
For every one thousand persons in the state there is a 
legislator fooling away his time in Concord. Within 
the memory of old men, the New Hampshire legis- 
lature has passed but one important bill, and that 
was an act providing for a bounty of ten cents each 
on woodchueks' tails, provided that said tails were 
not taken from woodchueks killed on Sunday. This 
act, thus uniting church and state by means of 
the tai! of a woodehuck, existed but a year, and then 
the Concord statesmen, in their capacity as repre- 
sentativs of a sovereign people, rose up and repealed 
it. In supporting the motion for repeal one mem- 
ber set forth with eloquence that not only had the 
tails of woodchucks killed on the Sabbath been 
palmed off upon town officers as secular tails, but the 
boys along the Connecticut river had entered into a 
wicked conspiracy to import tails from Vermont and 
to get a bounty of ten cents each on them in New 
Hampshire. Therefore the bill had to go, and there 
is nothing left, in the record of the legislature, to 
which the members can now point with pride. It 
hasn't even a threatening danger to view with alarm. 

Sometime during the present session a member of 
abandoned character introduced a bill permitting 
women to vote in municipal elections. Then every 
Hawbuck from Geeuptown, who had left his wife 
at home to carry on the farm while he legislated, 
voted No in the name of the great Jehovah and the 
Continental Congress. The people of the state sup- 
port their church and their legislature for the same 


I did not go to meeting and I 


reason that a horse supports its rider. The drones 
are in the saddle and hold the reins. From observa- 
tions whieh I took, I judge that the population 
of New Hampshire is increasing in three depart- 
ments, namely, the legislature, the church, and the 
graveyard; and when a young man dies a natural 
death, and is laid away in the last of these, it must 
serve in a measure, I think, to lift the sorrow of his 
friends to feel the assurance that he will never 
get into either of the others. ' 

Were you ever in the town of Marlow? Last 
year, in speaking of that place, I referred to it 
as * godforsaken," a theological expression which I 
had no authority to put forth. I hav no means 
of knowing whether God has forsaken Marlow or not. 
I think he would be a little homesick there at first, 
but recollections of the arid and rocky soil of Pales- 
tine might reconcile him to staying. I withdraw the 
remark that Marlow is godforsaken. It has lofty 
hilis, good people, and a pleasant little village. Rid- 
ing through that village, I saw over the door of 
a store a sign reading “ H. Towne.” The name is a 
familiar one. Mr. Towne is an old soldier, and I 
hav in my possession a copy of a letter he wrote 
twenty five years ago, which tells a story that belongs 
to the history of the war. The letter I copied was 
yellow and torn, and the ink had faded to near 
the color of the paper. Here it is as I made it out: 
An account of the Death of Henry MaopoNALD, who en- 

listed in Companv E, 6th .Regiment, New Hampshire 
Volunteers, and fell at thc second Battle of Bul! Run 
(Virginia), August the 28th. 1862, in the War of the 
Great Rebellion. He was 36 years of age, having been 
born October the 14!u, 1825. 
By a Comrade. 
CAMP NEAR SHARPSBURG, Mp., Sept. 29, 1862. 

-Frienp Cr&wENT: You hav probably heard various ac- 
counts of our battle in the woods, where we suffered so 
severely; so I will attempt no description except of Mac- 
donald's death. I was by his side; or, rather, we were fac 
ing each other, he with his left side to the enemy. We had 
fired, and were loading. We, had reserved our fire some- 
what, trying to see & good mark to sight. He fired first. 
After firing I stepped back close to him. He said, ‘‘ Did 
vou see him?” I answered, ** Yes” Said he, * So did I.” 
The worda were scarcely spoken, when Almon Nutting, who 
was forward, was struck on the head by a ball, inflicting a 
serious wound. At the same instant Macdonald was hit just 
forward of the top of the ear, the ball passing squarely 
through the head, and coming out on the other side at the 
spot opposit. He fell on his back, his eyes set. He did not 
speak or recognize me. The wound bled very fast. He 
suffered none, and passed away feeling not the pains of 
death, nor its fears. He was as cool, and spoke as calmly, as 
if we had been shooting squirrels. I think it was the ball 
which wounded Nutting that killed him, as both were struck 
at the saniv moment. : 

After speaking to Nutting, I was obliged to leave, the reg- 
iment having moved forward and left us behind. I had no 
time to save Macdoxald’s money, or the clothing upon him. 
Indeed, the ehurce of my coming out myself was so small I 
did not think it. When we returned it was by a différ- 
ent route, aod on the double quick, so he fell into the hands 
of the enemy. who were careful] to carry away everything 
except the clothes. The shoes they took, if good. He was 
piobubly buried by our men, who went back for that pur- 
pose with a flag of truce. There will be no means of identi- 
fying the spot. His knapsack, with contents, was Icft be- 
hind. H. Townes. 

I am opposed to war, and wish that the last of the 
instruments of bloodshed were sunk in the sea and the 
art of making them lost forever; but in spite of that 
I hav never ceased to regard with growing admira- 
tion and respect the memory of the curly-haired, 
dark whiskered man, as I recollect him, who bade us 
good-bye on a cold Christmas day in 1861, and went 
away to the South to fight for what he thought was 
a sacred cause, and to meet death as his comrade has 
described it in this letter. 

An event occurred here the other day that also 
awoke the past to some extent. It was the golden 
wedding of the Rev. Jehiel Claflin, a minister of the 
Christian denomination, whom I hav often heard 
preach. The correspondent.of a country paper de- 
scribed the affair as * the crowning event of the sea- 
son. What the subordinate events were was not 
revealed. No doubt the wedding was a fine affair, as 
it well might be, for as Eider Claflin had been an Abo 
lition orator in his day and had paid the penalty for 
his independence by being abused by his brethren in 
the church, letters of congratu'ation were sent him 
from all the old warhorses of autislavery times. 
Parker Pillsbury sent one of his strong epistles; so 
did Oliver Johnson and Samuel May. William Lloyd 
Garrison, Jr., wrote a very good poem, and the local 
poet wrote a very bad one, and there were speeches, 
and presents and pie worth a year's salary, and con- 
gratulations and eake. East Westmoreland suddenly 
awoke to the fact that it contained a distinguished 
citizen. The Keene Sentinel printed a full, four- 
column report of it on the front page, poetry and 
all, and when Mr. Claflin got the paper he was moved 
to declare that it was the proudest moment of his 
life. He is getting to be an old man, and though he 
still retains the power to preach, he has no permanent 
pulpit. He lost his pastorate there at home because 
he had the independence to vote as he believed, but 
he has never lost the good-will of the people, and he 
occasionally turns an honest dollar by marrying the 
boys and girls to each other. If I ever hav a chance 
to throw one of these little jobs in his way, I shali 
exert myself in that direction. They tell here a story 
about a minister who had in his parish an aged and 


obliging neighbor. 


respected man, a Spiritualist, with a deep stoop to 
his shoulders. The minister was so straight as to 
lean backward. The dominie one day inquired of: 
the aged man the reason why he carried his head de- 
pressed. The other, in reply, drew his attention to 
a neighboring field of grain, and asked him if he ever 
noticed that some of the stalks stood erect and others 
bent. The preacher had noticed. it. ‘ Well,” said 
the aged and respected citizen, “if you examin them 
closely you will find that the heads that droop are ' 
full, while those that stand up so straight that they 
lean the other way bav nothing in them.” 

The deacon whom I mentioned in my last year’s 
letter as an interesting miracle of grace still flour- 
ishes, but I regret to say that he sometimes uses 
so-called profane language—not in his own discourse, 
but in repeating the words of others. A story mod- 
erately free from blasphemy at first, passing through 
his hands, comes out with its events surrounded by 
an effulgent halo of profanity. He is on the school 
board, and does the examining of candidates for the 
position of teacher in his district. The first teacher 
who came to him for a certificate found him unpre- 
pared. Not being much given to study beyond the 
reading of Zions Herald, he was unacquainted with 
his duties, and had been so busy getting in his crops 
that he had had no time, he said, to familiarize him- 
self with the school curriculum. Uader the impres- 
sion that the order of exercises was of some impor- 
tance, he inquired of the applicant what she would do 
upon opening school after the scholars had “ kinder 
settled down quiet.” She replied that the reading of 
the Testament was generally thought to be a good 
preliminary to the day's tribulations. ‘“ Well," said 
he, *sposen you jest read off a few verses, and see 
how it goes" A Testament was produced, and the 
candidate read it so effectivly that anything further 
was pronounced unnecessary, and the certificate was 
forthwith handed over. The schoo! which followed 
this civil service examination was satisfactory in all 
respects. 

I cali this man “deacon.” I do not know whether 
he was ever ordained as such or not; but as he livs 
near the school-house where the meetings are held, 
finds stable room for. the horses of the worshipers 
who come from a distance, and invites the minister 
home to dinner every Sunday (an invitation which 
the minister was never known to decline), I think he 
deserves some recognition more than a ordinary and 
unserviceable member of the church. He is spoken 
of by the nearest residents as a good man and an 
He was such before his regen- 
eration, and former habits cling to him. . 

I went on but. one excursion, and that was a fish- 
ing picnic. The deacon had registered to go, but on 
the appointed day it rained, and he declared that the 
disappointment had so "relaxed him down” that 
when a fair day came he hadn’t sufficient energy to 
undertake the trip. Others stayed at home for the 
reason that while waiting for the weather to clear 
off they had eaten all the pie designed for the picnic. 

The pie is an ingredient part of New England life, 
and the production of it inspires the people there 
to their greatest efforts. Three times a day and be- 
tween meals is not thought too often to indulge in it. 
I became more or less confirmed in the’ pie habit 
while there, and hav since been tapering off on. New 
York pie, which is much inferior to the New England 
manufacture, and therefore less dangerous. As the 
youth in Prohibition states are less likely to contract 
the liquor-habit on account of the poor quality of the 
whisky sold there in large drinks, so the unattractiv 
nature of the New York pie diminishes the danger 
which people here might be in of contracting the 
pie habit if that article were: as seductiv as the New 
Englaad product. This dissertation on The Pie is 
parenthetical and relates to the picnic only in that, 
at the picnic aforesaid, I fell again and again, 
threw prudence to the winds, and took pie with all 
who invited me to dissipate. The result is the 
mental and physical wreck which you see before you. 
The picnic was a success, as was everything else con- 
nected with my vacation, if I except this feeble and 
imperfect account of the same. : 

I feel at liber:y, and also bound by prudence, to 
conceal from you my true opinion of the New Hamp- 
shire girl. I spoke about them to my friend, Coun- 
sellor Sherman, who is Mayor Hewitt’s righthand 
shorthand writer, and he said that if he hadu’s found 
so congenial. a hammock at Lake Carey, in Pennsyl- 
vania, he should regret not having spent his vacation 
in the Granite state. I also discussed the question 
with Mr. Somerby, and he is already on his way to 
New England, though as that is his nativ place he 
has sufficient reasons for going there apart from any 
allurements I hav held out. But to ward off all 
further misgivings and disaster, I shall be reticent in 
my communication to you. In the language of holy 
writ, a word to the wise is as good as a wink to a 
blind horse. i 

Space admonishes me that my letter has reached 
an unreasonable length. A hundred incidents, more 
interesting, perhaps, than those I hav mentioned, I 
must leave untouched. In Surry, in New Hamp- 
shire, between those giant hilis that rise, and beneath 
the majestic heavens that bow to meet them, in rain 
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and sun, in warmth.and cold, in boyhood and in 
manhood, I hav spent happy days. To stand there 
again in the door of the old house, to see again the 
familiar landscape, to hear the housewife singing 
about her work, to see the husbandman “jocund 
drive his team afield,” to see the cornfields in the dis- 
tance like an army with banners, to breathe the pure 
air, and above al! to feel the etérnal quiet that never 
comes to the dwellers in cities—all this impresses a 
‘man against his will with the attractivness of a pas- 
toral life. Think of it—to hav land upon which you 
are not a trespasser and a passenger; to hav about 
you living things—horses, and cattle, and sheep— 
that are your own; to hav a farm, and a house, and 
a home, and a wife—think of that!—to hav crops that 
grow while you sleep, and fields that are white to the 
sickle, and only await.the gatherer ; where “to plow 
is to pray, to plant is to prophesy, and the harvest 
answers and fulfils.” Think of it. . 

Here, in this little world of hills, men and women 
are born, and liv, and struggle for a season against the 
law that finally draws them back again into the earth. 
Yet between the cradle and the coffin they enjoy all 
that life has to giv. They hav health and home, 
music, papers, and books, family and friends ; and so, 
undeeoyed by visions of & more attraetiv and luxu- 
rious world outside, they liv their rural lives, and take 
their honest part in our unwritten history. 

Far from the madding crowd's ignoble strife 
Their sober wishes never learn to stray; 
Along the cool, sequestered vale of life 
They keep the noiseless tenor of their way. 
Which, I may say, in a casual way, is quoted from 
the poet Gray. 

But a vacation cannot last forever. The Idler at 
length feels out of place among these workers. He 
would like to join in their labors—the spirit is will. 
ing, but the flesh demurs, objects, and declines. The 
sun scorches him, the heat melts him, the tools which 
he fain would use hav a more executiv effect upon his 
hands than upon their object, and the bloom comes 
off his clothes. So he bids good-bye with what 
cheerfulness he can affect, throws a last look upon 
the reminders of old days, and in a few hours is back 
again, with memories of bright faces behind and 
a prospect of congenial employment ahead, to a place 
where he can be useful if not decorativ. I return 
my best respects to the people of the old Granite 
state. 

With great admiration (not unmingled with aston- 
ishment) for your ability to get out as good a paper 
while I am gone as I do when you are away, I sub- 
scribe myself, Your brother, — 

George E. MACDONALD. 
ee ————À 
Superstition, Ancient and Modern. 
Ignorance is the mother of devotion. 

Webster defines superstition to be, “literally, a 
standing still over something; hence an excessiv 
reverence or fear of that which is unknown.” 

The Christian religion is an outgrowth of Judaism, 
and Judaism is the product of some still older re- 
ligion. 
government, science, ete. The farther we go back 
in history the lower we find the various forms of re- 
ligion. We soon reach the conclusion, after a biicf 
investigation, that all religions hav one common 
origin; that they all spring from the ignorance, 
helplessness, and fear of man. It is equally plain 
that religious rites and ceremonies are maintained 
by means of the same buman weaknesses. The 
divine mysteries when set before him bewilder his 
mind—he knows not what to think—and when the 
horrors of hell are pictured to his imagination, he is 
terrorized, and not unfrequently demented. It is an 
old and empty assertion to say that man has a re- 
ligious nature. It is true only in the sense that man 
has an ignorant nature, and that out of his ignorance 
spring his fears. 

The early progenitors of the human race had, 
strictly speaking, no religion or science. They knew 
almost nothing of the laws of nature. All remark- 
able phenomena were to them the work of personal 
spirits. Man measured everything by himself. He 
was conscious of life, and consequently to him every- 
thing that moved had life, either within itself or 
secretly associated with it. The sun, moon, and 
stars were among the first objects of his worship. 
The heavenly hosts were all gods of greater or less 
magnitude. . 

Origen declares that “the stars are animate and 
rational, moved with such order and reason as it 
would be absurd to say irrational creatures could 
fulfil.” , , 

A comet or eclipse was some celestial tramp out of 
employment. He was a devil-god, and must either 
be frightened away by demoniacal noises or bought 
off with a handsome bribe. The sun has been more 
generally worshiped than any other object. He 
brings the spring, summer, and autumn, turning his 
back upon us only in winter. In every religion we 
find vestiges of the old rites of sun-worship. In the 
Christian religion Christmas has no more to do with 
the birth of Christ than it has with the birth of 
Buddha. A very general festival of eastern coun- 


Man is progressiv in religion as well as in. 


tries in early times was that of the New Year. 
Christians placed one of their festivals upon this 
time and called it the birthday of Christ. 

When the days ceased to shorten, and immediately 
began to lengthen, it was an occasion of rejoicing. 
The New Year's festival is a permanent institution 
everywhere, and through all time. The New Year is 
the promis of seedtime and harvest. 

Go where you may, you will find the majority of 
people controled more by popular superstition than 
by reason. There is no end to the number and 
variety of the forms of superstitions. Almost every- 
thing has some sort of superstitious legend asso- 
ciated with it. 

The water-spirits and mermaids abound in oceans, 
lakes. and other large bodies of water. Fairies, hob- 
goblins, spooks, fill the air. The fancy of the im- 
agination takes upon it myriads of forms and colors. 
The undeveloped mind is peopled with a world of 
wonders. The primitiv man; in consequence of his 
limited acquaintance with nature, and on account of 
his helplessness, was almost constantly in a state of 
alarm. The lightning, thunder, earthquakes, vol- 
canoes, and other phenomena filled him with terror. 
He saw danger about him on all sides. and his fear- 
ful imagination extended so greatly the number of 
objects that could do him harm that he became 
afraid of everything new or strange. He was a most 
arrant coward. He cried out in his distress, and 
gradually formed his cries into pravers. He sought 
to gain favor with the unseen powers. He pictured 
multitudes of evil spirits lying in wait to do him in- 
jury. Hence the primitiv man sought to propitiate 
them with presents and sacrifices. 

With what rare wisdom Sbakspere presents the 
cowardice of human nature in saying that 

"Tis the eye of childhood 
That fears a painted devil! 

We may as truly say: 

"Tis the heart of childhood 
That worships an angry God. 

Fetishism is the first form of religion among 
savage tribes. In his lowest condition mau is a great. 
worshiper, aud in his highest he bows not his head 
nor bends his knee in fear to gods or men, but loves 
manfully all that is good, beautiful, and true. 

The undeveloped man is ready to offer service and 
devotion to any person or thing that he thinks can 
do him good or evil. He was ready at any moment 
to ery out “good Lord,” “good devil." Anyone who 
could beat off the evils threatened was greatly in de- 
mand. 

FETISHES. 

These fetishes are anvthing which people Jike to select for 
adoration, a tree, a mountain, the sea. a piece of wood, the 
tail of a lion, a pebble, a shell, salt. a plant. a flower, certain 
animals, such as cows, goats, elephants, sheep, or anything 
like these. These are the gods of the negro, sacred objects, 
talismans. The negroes offer them worship. address their 
pravers to them, perform sacrifices, Carry them about in pro- 
Cession, consult them on great occasions. They swear by 
them. and such oaths are never broken (De Brosses’s Du 
Cult des Dieua Fétishes). 

The negro supposes that the possession of a fetish repre- 
senting a spirit, makes the spirit his servant. We know that 
negroes beat their fetish if their prayers are unanswered, and 
I believe they seriously think they thus inflict suffering on 
the actual deity.. Thus the fetish cannot fairly be called an 
idol. 'The same image or object may indeed be a fetish to 
one man and an idol to another. vet the two are essentially 
different in their nature. An idol is indeed an object of wor- 
ship, while, on the contrary, a fetish is intended to bring the 
deity within the control of man (Lubbock’s Origin of Civili- 
zation, p. 165). 

Christians do not beat their Gods, but they think 
that by importunate prayers they ean torment their 
Jehovah into compliance with their wishes. If 
prayers are not sufficient to bring him to terms, they 
resort to fasting, penance, scourging, and other 
methods of self-torture, which are sure to place him 
under obligations to assist them. The parable of the 
widow and the unjust judge teaches this doctrin. ` 

The early people are known to us almost wholly 
through their childish notions. We hav stories 
superimposed upon older stories, myths overlying 
still more ancient myths, and legends inclosing 
within their fossil forms earlier legends. The glar- 
ing characteristics of these our primitiv ancestors 
were their credulity, weakness, and. eruelty. ` They 
worshiped not. only the sun, moon, and stars, the 
mountains, Jakes, rivers, forests, and animals, even 
snakes, but also bits of wood, stone, shell, born, 
or any other trifle to which they took a fancy. They 
were not always given to a belief that these objects 
contained within themselvs the great powers for 
good or evil, but that by their prayers certain spirits 
would come to their rescue in the hour of danger; 
they would giv them success in fishing, bunting, or 
in war. The savage was thrown into alarm upon the 
slightest thing which to him was unusual. If he 
traveled by night, the rustling of a leaf or the grunt- 
ing of a hog was enough to frighten him. Every 
place was the home of some bad spirit, seeking to do 
harm to all who came that way. Poor wretch! he 
had to devise some sort of insurance against these 
powers of darkness, and the best he could invent 
were the fetishes. These were handy, decorativ, and 
cheap. 

We moderns hav not wholly turned away from the 


gris gris businezs, for we hav our charms, amulets, 
beads, rosaries, lucky-stones, horse-shoes, and ten 
thousand other fetishes. But we are not heathen. 
Ob, no; we are civilized. 

It is not many years since we had the blue window- 
glass craze. It had quite a run, but the believer 
in this superstition would hav been insulted if any 
one had called his foolish notions heathenish. 

In the wake of the blue-glass craze another comes 
in the form of the horse-shoe lunacy. And worse 
still is the Salvation Army. 

I think that a sensible pagan witnessing a parade 
of the Salvatiqn Army in our streets, and noting our 
horse-shoe and blue glass superstitions, might hav 
good grounds for calling us heathen. 

The modern fetish-worshiper, when passing a 
graveyard late at night, is greatly troubled lest the 
ghosts come out of their graves to carry him off, or 
at least “to put a spell on him.” To resist and repel 
this dangerous attack, he whistles and, perhaps, 
counts his beads, if he has time. 

l once knew a lady who, though not very pious, 
was nevertheless quite superstitious. During a 
severe thunder-storm she would usually take down 
her Bible and begin to read. The Bible was her 
fetish. God could not hav the heart to strike her 
with his lightning when she was in the act of serving 
him. 

In the Boston Journal of Chemistry, 1879. is a remarkable 
instance of the survival of an old superstition. A druggist 
in Texas lately paid $250 for a ** mad-stone." The stone was 
found in the stomach of a deer several years ago, and is 
reputed to possess the virtue of curing the bites of mad dogs, 
snakes, and all other venomous animals and reptils (Creduli- 
ties, p. 161, W. Jones). 

FEAR. 

Let us look for à moment at the conspicuous place 

fear held in the Hebrew religion. 


The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Ps. cxi, 
) 


But this is not true; the fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of superstition. How often this old coun- 
terfeit has been palmed off on us as a genuin truth! 
And we, with remnants of fear in us, dared not ques- 
tion the imposture. 

It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God 
(Heb. x, 81). : 

The wise man will then keep out of his hands and 
hav no dealings with him. 

Ye shall not fear other gods, nor bow yourselvs to them, 
nor sacrifice to them (2 Kings xvii, 35). ` 

And ye shall not fear other gods (2 Kings xvii, 37). 

Fear not the gods of the Amorites (Judges vi, 10). 

But he forsaketh the fear of of the almighty (Job vi, 14). 

Ns fe (O Lord) will I worship toward thy holy tem- 

e (Ps. v, 7). 

p Serve the Lord with fear (Ps. ii, 11). 

Work out your own salvation with fear and trem- 
bling. Everywhere in the Hebrew scriptures fear is 
the loftiest and most prominent virtue in the calen- 
dar of duty. Nor can it be denied that the Jews had 
good grounds for fear. Jehovah seems to hav been 
angry nearly all of the time, and, do what they 
might, his people could never keep him pleased for 
any great length of time. 

THE ANGER OF THE LORD. 

Upon returning from Mount Sinai, Moses found 
the Israelites worshiping a golden calf, whereupon 
he broke the two tables of stone, fasted forty duys 
and nights, and then upbraids his people in these 
terms: 

For I was afraid of the anger and hot displeasure where- 
with the Lord was wroth against you to destroy you (Deut. 
ix, 19). 

‘That the Lord may turn from the fierceness of his anger 
(Deut. xiii, 17). 

The * wrath of God” is a very common phrase in 
the Hebrew writings. This form of expression is 
often varied; sometimes it is the “fierce wrath,” or 
“ the fierceness of his great wrath,” “the fierceness 
of his anger," his * hot displeasure,” the “ vengeance 
of the Lord." 

Vengeance is mine, and I will repay, saith the Lord (Rom. 
xii, 19). - 

Some of these terms appear on almost every page 
of the Bible. 

The Old Testament speaks of Jehovah as if he 
were a monster. It describes him as a cruel despot 
who commands his people to do the most atrocious 
deeds for no particular reason, except tbat he has be- 
come angry and jealous. In his hot displeasure he 
often drives his people to murderous wars upon 
neighboring tribes. Every page of the Old Testa- 
ment displays ghastly traces of a ghastly people and 
their ghastly God. i W. S. Ber. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
C. B. Reynolds’s Lecture Appointments, 
Sweet Home. Ind September 8. 9 


Monticello. Ill 14, 15. 16 
Mattoon, Ill............ .18, 19, 20. 21 
Centralia, Ill........... 92. 23. 94 
Belleville, Ill........... 25. 26. 27 
Minier. IIl.................. October 1, 2, 8 
Westfield, Ill...........eeeeeeceeeeeceeeseeeeehe ht Ai 
Olney, Isekin enas ien a entrer 12. 18. 14 
Chicago, Ill. (American Secular Union Congress)........15, 16 


There is opportunity to secure lectures between the 7th to 
12th of October by writing at once to C. B. Reynolds so let; 
ter will reach him at Monticello or Mattoon. i 
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* God Wills It.” 


So said Henry George in a speech the other even- 
ing before the Anti-Poverty Society. “This is a 
new crusade,” he declared. “As in the old crusades 
the cry was, ‘God wills it, so in this crusade the 
ory is, ‘God wills it.' " 

It is true, according to history, that “God wills 
it" was substantially the battle-cry of the old cru- 
saders who took up those ill-fated excursions against 
the Mohammedans for the possession of Jerusalem. 
When Pope Urban stood upon an elevated scaffold at 
Clermont and harangued the crowd, he cried out, 
“Tt is the will of God,” and the throng took up the 
cry. “It is indeed his will,” went on the pope; 
* and let these words be your war-cry when you find 
yourselvs in the presence of the enemy. You are 
soldiers of the cross; wear, then, on your breasts or 
on your shoulders the blood-red sign of him who 
died for the salvation of your souls.” If Mr. George 
is a true crusader, he will adopt this “blood-red 
sign.” Of course, the red flag of the Socialists, 
whom he has excluded, will not be practicable. 

At the time of the first of the old crusades the 
people of Latin Christendom to a large extent owned 
the land on which they dwelt. At the outbreak 
of the holy-city fanaticism they sold or mortgaged 
their homes, and the merchants and traders came 
into possession of them, the result being a monopoly 
of the land. It is doubtful if the present movement 
will awaken such enthusiasm or bring about such a 
result. To sell all that thou hast and giv to the 
Anti-Poverty Society has not as yet become a cardinal 
doctrin of the new crusade. 

Peter the Hermit started through Hungary for the 
holy land with one hundred thousand followers, 
Seven thousand of these reached Constantinople, 
crossed the Bosphorus, and were murdered by the 
Turks. When the hosts under Godfrey came thither 
on the way to Palestine they found a heap of human 
bones. Did “God will it?’ Henry George started 
out with sixty-eight thousand followers. How many 
of them will be with him at the holy sepulcher 
of abolished Poverty ? 

In the old crusade there was a serious split be- 
tween the Latin and Greek Christians. There was 
no central authority, and each clung to the system 
of private warfare. This may be typical of the split 
in the United Labor party. 

The second crusade was a failure. The third 
crusade fell through for the reason that the leaders 
fought among themselvs. The fourth crusade was 
_attended by ill success. The fifth crusade captured 
Jerusalem for a short time. The sixth crusade was 
bootless. The seventh crusade was, like the major- 
ity of its predecessors, a dismal failure. The eighth 
crusade did not. get there. The ninth and last 
reached Nazareth, slaughtered its inhabitants, and 
then returned to England. The holy city is to-day 
in the hands of the Infidel, and the alleged tomb of 
Christ is guarded by a Mohammedan soldier, whose 
duty it is to see that Christians of different sects do 


men. 


not fight over the holy sepuleher. Did God will all 
this? If the devil had willed it and carried out his 
intentions, could the crusades hav ended worse than 
they did? Is Mr. George's hope for the success of 
the new crusade based upon the happy results of the 
old ones ? ; 

To say that'God wills it is no argument. Indeed, 
it generally indicates a total lack of argument. It 
has been the cry of fanaticism in all ages, and in all 
ages the struggle for liberty has been a struggle 
between the will of the people and the alleged will 
of God. The will of God means a theocracy. The 
will of the people means a republic. If there is 
merit in a new doctrin, let that doctrin stand upon 
that merit. Let reason rule. “Let the ghosts go. 
Let them cover their eyeless sockets with their flesh- 
less hands and fade forever from the imaginations of 


——— 9-84— — — —— 
Mexiean Politics and Religion. 

It is a fact proved by history that when religion is 

introduced into politics, ‘politics is corrupted and 
even religion is not made more attractiv. Texas 
found that out in her recent Prohibition campaign, 
and our sister republic, Mexico, is learning the les- 
son. There fare in that republic two parties, the 
Liberal ‘and the Clerical, the former made up 
mainly of Protestants and no-religionists; the 
latter, of Jesuits. The constitution and adminis- 
tration are much like those of the United States, and 
hav been since 1857, though twice overthrown and 
restored. Formerly the Catholic church owned 
nearly one-third of the real-estate of the. entire 
country, but their landed property has since been 
nationalized, the convents abolished, and superfluous 
church- buildings sold or converted to publie use. 
For this sequestration of their property the Catholics 
had only themselvs to thank. They had become so 
overbearing and so intolerant of all other forms of 
belief or unbelief, that theirs was the only creed per- 
mitted in the country. The times called for either 
nationalization of their property or another French 
revolution. 
- At present the war between the Liberal and 
Clerical parties is reported to be extremely animated. 
The Monitor Republicano, a Liberal newspaper pub- 
lished in the City of Mexico, in its issue of September 
8d says that there appears to be a well-formed plan 
among the Jesuits to destroy in Mexico the precious 
achievement of religious liberty, and charges that the 
higher as well as the lower class of the clergy is con- 
stantly preaching a crusade against religious tolerance 
as enjoined by the constitution of the country. The 
Monitor charges that ecclesiastial penalties are in- 
flicted for reading the Liberal party newspapers, and 
that recent acts of some of the bishops tend to re- 
vive the institutions of the Middle Ages. It also 
charges that this intolerance, displayed in the perse- 
cutions of the people who hold liberal views, is the 
chief cause of there being no influx of foreign immi- 
gration into the country, and says: “It is feared 
with reason that the clergy contemplate repeating on 
Mexican soil the horrible atrocities of Saint Barthol- 
omew’s Day in France.” 

It is proposed by the Liberals ‘to immediately or- 
ganize anti-clerical leagues throughout the republic. 
One has already been established in the City of 
Mexico, which declares undying hostility to the 
Jesuits, and states its purpose to be the emancipa- 
tion of the Indians of the country from the slavery 
of ecclesiastical rule, and compelling observance of 
the reform laws. In a circular letter addressed to 
the public, the league says it is opposed to blood- 
shed,.and only desires an intellectual struggle. 

An intellectual struggle is exactly the kind of 
struggle which the Jesuits will not giv the Liberals. 
They will fight they as the Catholics fight in this 
country, by the corruption of legislatures and by the 
exercise of arbitrary power over the ignorant and 
superstitious. The recent instructions of a Puebla 
bishop to his subjects not “ to hav even the slightest 
social or business intercourse with Protestants” is an 


example of the latter method, and the attempts of the 


clergy to obtain concessions from the government al- 


‘lowing the church more privileges than it now has is 


an example of the former. TheClerical organs all over 
the country set themselvs in open hostility to the 
United States and American institutions, and oppose 
the development of intercourse between the two re- 
publics. It is prophesied that the religious con- 
troversy will enter into the next presidential election, 
as the only question in Mexican politics just now ap- 


pears to be whether Mexico shall remain a republic 
and take its place “among the nations of the earth,” 
or relapse into a hierarchy, as it was in colonial 
times, and sink to the level of other countries in 
which the church has undisputed control, as it cer- 
tainly will do if the priests come once more into 
power. With the examples of all these- other coun- 
tries before them, it would seem that the people of 
Mexico must be blind if they do not take the proper 
course and deny the Jesuits every vestige of political 
power beyond what they may properly exercise as 
individuals and citizens of a republic. 


Labor Holiday. 


'; The first Monday of September having been fads 


a legal holiday by Governor Hill and the New York 
legislature, and having been christened Labor Day 
by general consent, it was duly observed by a portion 
of the toilers of New York city and elsewhere. It 
was not, however, accepted by all the employers 
without protest. They argue that, coming as it 
does at & busy time in the fall trade, and affecting 
this state exclusivly, and New York city particularly, 
its institution is prejudicial to the business interests 
of both state and city. Nevertheless, it was a great 
day, and vast throngs joined in its celebration. 
Those who could not feel that they were sufficiently 
entitled to the name of “laborers” to join the parade 
could at least stand upon the sidewalk and see the 
procession go by, or, if they felt so disposed, they 
could observe the day by working in the usual man- 
ner. 

Opinion is divided as to the wisdom of. making 
this additional legal holiday. It is called class legis- 
lation, since it is theoretically a legal recognition of 
a labor class as distinct from a class who are not 
supposed to be laborers. Exactly where the line be- 
tween these is to be drawn, no one, we take it, would 
be able to say, unless it be between employers and 
employees. As a matter of fact, however, employers 
often work harder and longer than any whom they 
employ. With them left out of & labor demonstra- 
tion, therefore, the hardest workers are’ unrepre- 
sented, while if they were to be included the demon- 
stration would lose its character and become general. 

Labor day owes its origin to the political influence 
which the various labor organizations were able to 
bring to bear upon the governor and legislature. It 
therefore belongs especially to organized labor, and 
Organized Labor day would much more accurately 
describe it than its present name. But as the labor 
organizations hav an autonomy of their own and are 
supposed to exercise a control over their members, 
the question may properly be asked why they should 
seek legal recognition of a day which they hav set 
apart as their own. Their disciplin, their numbers, 
and consequently their strength, could be displayed 
in a much more imposing manner if the observance 
were more exclusiv and if, so to speak, they had the 
day to themselvs. They would then, in most 
instances, lose the pay for the day’s work which they 
might otherwise hav performed, but this sacrifice 
would be only another proof of devotion to their 
cause. 

The act of making a holiday a legal one has of 
itself very little force, as witness the prevalent dis- 
regard of the Saturday half-holiday. Every holiday 
means so much money withdrawn from the wages of 
the laborer, since the state has no right to forcea . 
corporation or an individual to pay for labor not per- 
formed. It is in every instance, except that of pub- 
lic employees, the generosity of the employer that 
stands between the laborer and the loss of pay for 
his holidays. 

The chief objection to Labor day is its legal char- 
acter. All workers hav a right to govern themselvs 
as to the time they shall work and the time they 
shall not work. They can, however, hav no right to 
coerce others into idleness. Suppose business men 
should through political influence secure a legal hol- 
iday to be known as Employers’ day, and suppose 
they should then compel their employees to work 
that day without pay. This would be exactly equal to 
the demand of the employee that the employer shall 
pay him for a day upon which he does not work. 

Labor is honorable and almost universal. Nearly 
everybody works. Those who do not work lead 
lives of uselessness. A true labor holiday would be 
a holiday for all except the drones who do nothing 
and who therefore hav a perpetual holiday. A legal 
holiday should be the choice of the whole people. 
Class holidays should not be made legal. If the 
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people find that they are necessary or desirable, they 
will adopt them and observe them, and Labor day 
has still tò undergo this test. It must be admitted 
that the general observance of September 5th indi- 
cates that, as a day of recreation, the people of New 
. York hav pronounced in its favor. 
——M————— —29 4-99 ——————— 
Piety Against Honesty in New Jersey. 

The bill of costs which the clerk of the Morristown 

court charged up against Mr. Reynolds, and which 
Colonel Ingersoll paid last May, is very interesting 
reading. It proves what we said at the time, that 
when a Jersey Christian gets a chance at & New 
York heretie's pocket, he dives deep and stays down 
a good while. 
: The swindle, it will be observed, begins early 
in the record, and goes right through. No respect 
is paid by the clerk, or his deputy, to the law; the 
idea that possessed them seems to hav been to 
extract as many dollars from the heretic as possible. 
It it has all gone into the state treasury, we are very 
much surprised. . 

During the trial we were astonished at the number 
of witnesses against Mr. Reynolds ealled by the 
district attorney. It is explained now. He was 
piling up costs for the benefit of the clerks. Two 
witnesses only need hav been called, and their fees 
by law could only hav reached 90 cents, for they 
were residents of Morristown, and the law allows no 
mileage when the witnesses reside within one mile of 
the court. We wonder if the district attorney bene- 

. fited by the host of swearers? When he addressed 
the jury, which was not remanded, but for whose 
remand the clerk duly charged, Mr. Cutler bore down 

‘heavy upon the necessity of upholding the Law. 
The Law, said Mr. Cutler, is the shield of our 
liberties. The Law is the palladium of New Jersey’s 
rights. The Law is the expression of the People’s 
Will. The Law must never be broken with impunity. 
With the defendant’s opinions the jury had naught 
to do.. It was with the Law only that they could be 
concerned. The Law demanded the punishment of 
blasphemers, and it was solely to maintain the 
majesty of the Law, the expression of the People's 
Will, that he sought the conviction of the defendant. 
At all hazards, gentlemen, he concluded, keep invio- 
late the Law. 

How he himself kept the law the figures of the bill 
of costs show. 

The illegal practice of over-cbarging losers in law 
courts, while not confined to New Jersey, is probably 
more extensivly in vogue in that state than any 
other. The New Jersey friend who aided us in this 
exposure, on one occasion was overcharged to such 
an extent that he sued the court officials and com- 
pelled them to refund. In obtaining this list of costs 
we ourselvs had to suffer. The legal fee for furnish- 
ing a copy of a bill of costs is fifty cents. We were 
compelled to pay one dollar and fifty cents for it. 
From that commencement the swindle is continuous. 
Many of the illegal items are printed in ‘the columns, 
showing that overcharging has become a settled cus- 
tom, and that the clerks hav become bold and brazen 
in their illegal iniquity. 

Mr. Reynolds bas before him the opportunity of 
teaching these people a lesson. Here before him are 
the charges; there the law prescribing the penalties 
for the theft from Colonel Ingersol's pocket. The 
suit that he could bring might convert a few of New 
Jersey's people from Christianity to honesty. 

i 


Vaccinating School Children. 


Mr. I. W. Archibald, of Everett, Mass., sent his 
little girl to a publie school of that place, but she 
was refused admission because she had not been 
vaccinated. He wants to know what he can do 
about it. 

The case is an aggravating one, but by no means 
isolated. The same rule regarding vaccination 
obtains in most large ‘cities, and is based upon 
the popular idea that inoculation prevents small- 
pox. The physicians of the most eminence—whether 
they are the best or not is another matter—hold this 
theory. The boards of education in cities are com- 
posed of more or less respectable gentlemen who are 
not physicians. The moral, mental, and physical 
welfare of school children is placed in their care. In 
regard to morals, they compel the teachers to teach 
the generally accepted tenets. The course of instruc- 
tion is mapped out by successful educators and 
adopted by the school trustees. The rules pertain- 


ing to physical health are such as eminent physicians 


‘prescribe. The school trustees, in a majority of 


cases, are honestly desirous of promoting the value 
of the school in their charge. In making vaccination 
compulsory they believe they. are taking measures of 
great sanitary importance. The state places the 
power in their hands, and fherefore the rule is 
legal. à 

But it is, nevertheless, an invasion of personal 
liberty that is galling to parents who conceive that 
they are the proper ones to say what shall be done 
to and for their children. And what makes the 
matter worse is the fact that hundreds of children 
hav contracted disease by being vaccinated, while 
the fact that smallpox did not attack those who may 
hav been vaccinated is a case of providential escape 
from disaster due to not being where the disaster 
occurred. A great many vaccinated people hav 
afterward had the dreaded disease. 

There are two sides to this question. It is con- 
ceded, in the first place, that it is the duty of the 
school authorities to do what is in their power to 
prevent the spread of contagious diseases among the 
large number of school children collected in a city 
public school. The majority of human opinion is in 
favor of vaccination. Of course, the majority is just 
as apt to be wrong as the minority, and it is not 
necessary to discuss that. But the majority being in 
favor of it, the school trustees are justified, so far as 
a majority ean justify any governmental measure, in 
adopting the rule. They are trying to do their 
duty. 

On broader grounds—and these are the grounds 
upon which we stand—the majority has no right to 
impose any such rule upon the minority in matters 
upon which there is such diversity of opinion as 
upon this subject. It is, therefore, a question of the 
limitation of the powers of government; and as most 
people are probably agreed that governmental powers 
should be restricted as much as is compatible with 
public safety, the vaccination rule, considering the 
unreliability of the process, is an infringement of 
personal and political rights. : 

But Mr. Arehibald will hav to submit or send his 
child to a private school. o. 

—— —— 999» —— —————. 

Tue Radical. of London, reports that the Balls Pond Sec- 
ular Sick and Tontine Society has recently been registered 
under the Friendly Societies Act, and is now in working 
order. The objects of the society are to provide medical aid 
and a weekly allowance for members in case of sickness, to 
furnish aid to members in case of accident, and to provide 
for the interment of deceased members or their wives. The 
subscription rates are low, and the benefits are said to be as 
generous as they can be consistently with fairness and sta- 
bility. Many Freethinkers hav expressed a desire to see such 
a society established, and London Secularists hav now an 
opportunity of joining one which may be said to be designed 
by Freethinkers for Freethinkers. 

pum UP —— 

Tus Rev. J. J. White was formerly pastor of the Method- 
ist church at New London, Conn., but through a wicked 
conspiracy, involving his personal reputation, he was ex- 
pelled from the pulpit. He at once formed an independent 
church, and ''the Lord blessed his labors,” as he claims. 
Meanwhile, the church which cast him out got in debt, and 
the other day was sold at auction, the purchaser being none 
other than the Rev. J. J. White himself. He will move his 
independent congregation into the old building, and will 
enjoy the fame which comes to all preachers who attend 
strictly to their ministerial functions. 

—— ea 

Mrs. SLENKER desires any friend having copies of THE 
TRUTH SEEKER they do not wish to preserve to mail them to 
her. Those later than July will be most serviceable, though 
old ones will serve her for circulating. She has many poor 
friends who ask her for Liberal papers, and her regular sup- 
ply is insufficient. 


Tre Young Men's Christian Association of Brockton, 
Mass., refuse to receive the donated subscription of the 
Providence People because that paper quoted Thomas Paine's 
splendid sentiment : ** The world is my country ; to do good 


my religion." 
— 94 9— — — — — 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Dr. J. L. Yonx will lecture for Friendship Liberal League, 
Philadelphia, Sunday evenings, September 25th and October 
2d, in Industrial Hall, Broad and Wood streets, at 8 o'clock. 
As these lectures are to be free to the public, Liberals 
throughout the state are earnestly requested to attend and 
assist to meet expenses. Geo. Longford, secretary, 1106 
Leopard street. 


A PRELIMINARY State society, to be known as the “The 
Colorado Liberal Union," was organized in Longmont, Col., 
in May. Judge Woy was elected president; Etta Dunbar, 
Secretary and treasurer, Longmont; W. F. Jamieson, state 
lecturer and corresponding secretary, Monte Vista, Col. 
Longmont Liberals paid to the lecturer $100 toward the fund 
to canvass the state, lecture, and organize Liberal societies. 


Annual] membership fee, $1. Liberals all over the state 
should send in their names and become acquainted with 
each other. Address W. F. Jamieson, Monte Vista, Col. 


J. F. BEox, secretary of the Adams county, Ohio, Secular 
Union, writes: ‘Please announce in Tux TRUTA Seexer 
that Charles Wátts, editor of Secular Thought, Toronto, Can., 
has been secured for a course of seven lectures for our third 
annual Liberal camp-meeting, to be held at Peebles and ` 
West Union, O., on September 16th, 17th, and 18th. Peebles 
is on the Cincinnati & Eastern. Railroad. connecting Cincin- 
nati and Portsmouth. Freethinkers in those two cities will 
please observe and be sure to attend the entire course, 
bringing as many of their orthodox friends as can be induced 
to listen to reason. "The subjects are as follows: 1. *Secu- 
larism: What Is It? 2. ‘ Unbelief: Its Nature and Value.’ 
8. ‘Morality and Religion: Which ?'. 4. ‘Science: Its 
Struggles and Triumphs.’ 5. ‘Christianity: What Has It 
Done?’ 6. ' Atheism ard Theism.’ 7. ‘The Nightmare of 


Theology.’ ? 
to 


' Heretical. Personalities. 


Wren E. A. Stevens writes letters he shows his appre- 
ciation of the ladies by adding postscripts. . P.S. No. 2 of 
his last to us runs this way: “ Although in a hurry, I do 
want to express my high appreciation of those articles 
by Felix Oswald. Suppose you are going to publish in book 
form. I hope so, at any rate. He combines rare literary 
skill with profound philosophy and scientific research, and 
can condense more thought into an ordinary article than any 
man I know of.” For the information of Mr. Stevens and 
other admirers of Professor Oswald, we may say that as soon 
as the series is completed, it will be brought out in that 
handsome form of book which Mr. Somerby knows so well 
how to force from unwilling artisans. It will probably make 
over two hundred pages, and sell for a dollar. 


Watson Heston, whore artistic work in Tre TRUTH 
SREKRR has been so generally commended and criticised, is a 
young man of only one hundred and seventeen pounds avoir- 
dupois, most of which weight is above his shoulders. He is 
quick, nervous, and bony, and always sympathizes with the 
under dog in a fight. He looks the typical Westerner, and 
if he should don a slouch hat and tuck his trousers into his 
boot-legs he might be taken for a miniature cowboy. He has 
been married fourteen years, and considers it not a little 
remarkable that he and his wife are in love yet. He never 
had a lesson in drawing in his life, but will move to New 
York this fall and study art. His admirers may therefore 
look for an improvement in the technique of his work, but 
he will find it requires effort to improve his ideas. 


C. P. FARRELL, Colonel Ingersoll’s publisher, has been 
spending the summer at Franconia. N. H. Like all the folks 
(regardless of sex) around Colonel Ingersoll, he is one of the 
best fellows in the world, and deserves his good fortune. 
He used to be a merchaut in Illinois, but after marrying Mrs. 
Ingersoll’s sister he started in to spread heresy by putting 
Colonel Ingersoll’s lectures upon the market in an attractiv 
and respectable style. He has been verv successful in this, 
and but for the book thieves who steal the property of Mr. 
Ingersoll, the sale of the writings of this one author would 
make a business of enormous proportions. and keep Mr. 
Farrell busy. Mr. Farrell is about thirtv-five years old, big 
and bony, never loses his temper, and quotes Ingersoll inces- 
santly ; but the best thing he has said lately is that he expects 
to publish Colonel Ingersoll’s speech in the Reynolds trial 
next month. 


Now that onr genial associate, C. P. Somerby, the Business 
End of the Truth Seeker Company, is away up in New 
Hampshire seeking a little rest, we can tell what he is like 
without making him blush. Before THE TRUTH SEEKER 
invaded New York, Mr. Somerby was publishing Infidel 
books in this city. He is tall, strong, and brunet, a de- 
scendant of the Puritans, a Vermonter by birth, a whilom 
resident of the great Northwest, and knows more about her- 
etica] books than anyone else in the conntry. In social econ- 
omy he is à Communist, in religion an Atheist.Positivist; in 
politics he is a Prohibitionist and for the best man. His 
strong points of character are modesty, honesty, and enthu- 
siasm, and a firm belief that a hundred years from now the 
world will be a great deal better than it is at present. He is 
about forty-four years old, married, and never so happy as 
when helping along the progressiv swing of the universe. 


J. L. York is on his way East, and will be in this city soon. 
He writes that “ things are booming " in Pittsburgh, and ex- 
pects them to boom in Philadelphia, which city he will soon 
reach. Dr. York is another bie and bony Infidel, of strong 
personality, and possesses sufficient of what is called ‘‘ mag- 
netism ” to hold his audience in sympathy with him. He is 
a Spiritualist, but, as they say of people who are quietly re- 
ligious, he doesn't work at it much. He has lived something 
over half a century, & great deal of the time in California, 
owns a place in San José, makes money at lecturing, and 
spends it freely in spreading the gospel of Freethought. If 
the Manbattan Liberal Club will giv him an evening, and the 
audience a collection. New Yorkers will hear him next 
month, and the Man With a Badge-Pin will describe his elo- 
quence with that regard for Truth which so well becomes 
him. 'The best thing about Dr. York is that he takes his 
wife with him on his travels. 


Mrs. Erma D. SLenker, whose affairs are attracting a 
good deal of attention just now, will be sixty years old two 
days before next Christmas. Her father was a Quaker 
preacher, and was turned out of his pulpit for his heresy. 
Mrs. Slenker is the eldest of six girls, and isa heretic in every- 
thing. Perhaps no other person, aside from Libera) editors, 
has written so many articles for Liberal journals as she. She 
writes so many that she hasn't time to spell out the words 
she uses, and printers often hav to be mind-readers to get 
the meanipg of her sentences. She is so honest that she is 
easily deceived. and no doubt some of her correspondents 
hav taken advantage of this fact. Her husband owns a 
woollen mill in Snowville, and is well to do for that section 
of the country, but his wealth is chiefly in his mill. Should 
Mrs. Slenker be fined to the extent of the law, it would 
almost ruin him to pay the fine. Mrs. Slenker is a plain, 
grandmotherly countrywoman, used to hard work, but liv- 
ing more outside of her surroundings than in them. She is 
unconventional to a painful extent, and hates a hypocrit. 
In her hands a hoe is as familiar as a pen, and her garden is 
the pride of her neighborhood. She is a botanist of no little 
information, and her simple descriptions of plants and flow- 
ers take with the children immensely, 
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Letters from friends. 


Lexineton, Ky., Aug. 28, 1887. 

Mr. Eprrog: I will relate a little story my father used to 
tell. An Irishman came to this conntry, and thought he 
would go to the Protestant church. The parson’s sermon 
was on Samson. After he got through, the Irishman goes 
up to him. and taps him on the shoulder and says: 

“ And what mighty mon was that you was a-talking about 
awhile ago ?” 

* It was Samson, the strongest man that ever lived.” 

Says Pat: ‘‘ Faith and bejases, I hava full cousin in the 
north of Ireland could sweep hell and blazes out of your 
strong Samson, so he could.” J. P.J. 


Sxovomisu Crry, Waem. TER., Aug. 24, 287. 

Mr. Eprrog: Inclosed find $10 for five new subscribers. 
Send papers as per inclosed list. Before this reaches you, 
you will hav learned that Mr. Putnam has been and gone. 
But I hope it will not be out of place to say a word in 
his favor. J think he is just immense. He was well received 
by a large portion of our community, and made many friends 
for the Liberal cause. He draws well, and holds about all 
he draws. , 

Some of our lady friends said to me that they were very 
sorry that he had left. Isaid to them he (Mr. Putnam), like 
"Christ, had promised to come again; and I was quite sure he 
would be here first, as he had given us the date. 

J. S. MARTIN. 


. ALoove, Nzs., Aug. 28, 1887. 
` Mx. Eprror: My letter to THE TRUTH SEEKER about the first 
of March, 1887, led parties to address me in regard to gov- 
ernment land, and also numerous other questions, so I was 
led to send a second, which was printed August 20, 1887. 
Now, I receive letters wanting to know why I do not tell 
the whole Truth SEkkER family all about it. 
lwillsay right here I will write a piece for your paper 
once a week if they will pay you for your trouble printing it. 
I want nothing for writing. 1 will giv them my views as 
best I can on paper, including health out here, productivnesg 
of the soil, Indians, cattle ranches, water, fuel, and last, but 
not least, all-about the government land. If you donot wish 
it I will send it to any other Liberal paper they may select> 
Should they select some other paper, in that case, I would 
like to hav them send me a copy of the. paper while I am 
writing. Henry W. MATTLEY. 


Sax Dixao, CAL., Aug. 31, 1887. 

Mr. Epitor: I assisted at first, and hav helped to nourish 
thee in all thy years, and am pleased to greet thy comings 
—even with thy faults, which I hope will disappear in age 
Do you ask me what? Let me say, in many things, I think 
you are too tender-footed—too much under the control of 
church and state—and fear to expose those multiplied 
curses that Jie at the very bottom of the iniquities that you 
combat on the surface. That the inherent enemy of most of 
our multiplied organizatious is popery, from crown to sole, 
is no secret to the initiated. And if these continue, and all 
the women (things and all) should vote, what would the 
next century be? A set of wild church dervishes, outlined 
now in Abyssinia, where the lineage is on the mother's side. 
Alas! there are but few men and women who dare to act 
up to their convictions, one to elevate the mental standard, 
and the other the physical. 

The church only requires dwarfs and cripples—it ever has 
bred and ever will breed disease to fill its pews. 

ABRAM BRONSON. 


New Yorx, Aug. 27, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: In your issue of August 6th Mr. 5. D. 
Jeffers asks where he can get land that he can liv on and 
cultivate for five years and call his own. I know nothing 
about Western land, but there are yet a few acres of home- 
stead land in Florida that can be secured. It is called 
* state selected land," which means that the state has tried 
to gobble it as swamp land, but Uncle Sam has refused to 
giv it up. There are about two thousand acres of home- 
stead land in Dade county, near Indian and Jubiter rivers, 
and about three miles norih of Jubiter inlet, which fact is 
not generally known in Florida. Anyone interested can send 
$1 to the government land office at Gainesville, Fia., for a 
map of Township 40, south of Range 42 East. I hav se- 
cured a homestead there and am satisfied with it, but hav no 
advice to giv others. As yet it is a wilderness; neighbors 
are few, and musketoes are plenty. Homesteads cost $14, 
called receiver's fees. An affidavit is necessary, signed by 
two witnesses, declaring that they know the land to be free 
from overflow and fit for cultivation. But a party without 
several hundred dollars to start in with would better seek 
his fortune elsewhere. G. W. Har. 


Nationa Minvragy Home, O., Aug. 30, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: 1 hav had the privilege of reading your 
valuable paper through the cóurtesy of an old comrade, and 
know that it advocates the dectrins that I always loved—the 
doctrin of universal rights and the common brotherhood of 
man. 1 do not wish to be considered egotistic when I say 
that I spent three years and seven months fighting in the 
service of my country to establish the fact that all men were 
created equal, and we all supposed that the damning heresy 
that oppression of any kind was a divine institution had 
been shot to death on a hundred bloody battlefields in the 
late rebellion. I was therefore surprised and dumbfounded 
when I read in papers of recent date of the action of the 
Presbyterian Synod at St. Louis, in which a certain minister 
resurrected the doctrin that Parson Brownlow was so com- 
pletely routed in by A. C. Prime in 1854. I wish your good 
work could hava greater circulation among my people (viz., 
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the colored people), for I sincerely believe there is more 
religious bigotry among us than among any other race in 
America, and I hav often said that if there are any miracles 
of the nineteenth century, it is the black man’s religion. 
Inclosed I send you a list of the works I want. Hoping the 
time is not far distant when I can become a regular patron of 
your praiseworthy Journal, Yours for the motto of your 
paper, C. 8. HANOE, 
Late 1st Sergt. Co. I, 102d Mich. Col. Regt. 


Drs Morwes, Aug. 29, 1887. 

DzaROrD TRUTH SEEKER: Another year has rolled around, 
which reminds me that it is the proper time to lay in my 
spiritual food for the year of '88. I hav been a close reader 
of Tae Truru Szexer for scme time; am wel] pleased with 
it, and the cartoons are immense. They are the text 
from which I do my preaching. We would hav much 
healthier sermons wound off to the world if the sky pilots 
would study and preach from those truthful texts. I hav 
but one objection to your paper, and I wil] nowgivit. I 
think it would be policy to let up on those letters of Mrs 
Colman. They would do for the Grand Army posts, or for 
the Republican office seeker, but for those seeking truth, 
they certainly are out of place, and take up valuable space 
of the best paper in the world. Blaine or John Sherman 
would pay her liberally for those negro-suffering letters. I 
hav quit reading them. I send you three new subscribers 
with my own, and postal order of $10. You see that I hav 
not taken out any Commission for those I am entitled to, or 
for the collections and remittances for other small favors I 
hav done. Now if you will send me the photos of Paine 
and others advertised, I will remit if there is any difference. 
The names I send you as subscribers are the leading men of 
this city, moneyed men, and if they become as interested as 
myself, we can then hav some lectures delivered here. It is 
a shame that there is no move made in this city. We could 
safely say that one-half of our population would indorse the 
teachings of Taz TRUTH SEEKER if we get at them in some 
way. Truly, Carr. T. J. KENNEDY. 


Boston, Mass., Sept. 1, 287. 

Mr. EprroR: As Brother Koezly: declines my improve- 
ment on his proposition, and as betting orany other form 
of gambling is against my principles, I will consequently 
accept the offer he made to leave the question to an editor 
for settlement, and will name Editor Matdonald of this paper. 
whose decision—in my favor—is already in print, and wil) 
be found on page 3 of Taz TRUTH SzEkER Annual for 1886. 

It is contained in these words in the explanation of a 
perpetual calendar, viz., ‘‘ At the beginning of every century 
leap-year, is omitted, except every fourth century —1600, 
2000, etc.," which words completely refute and overthrow 
Brother Koezly’s unique idea—and upon which his mistaken 
computation is based—that it took 1601 to begin that cent- 
ury. 

The Year of Science calendar having, therefore—as every- 
one can plainly see—begun its centuries or hundreds on the 
same day that the superstitious style ** A.D.” began one, viz : 
Jan. 1, 1600, it must then, of course, use the. identica] 
figures for its tens and units that the Christian calendar does. 
&nd consequently the date 287 must certainly correspond 
with the 1887 date of the humbug '* Year of our Lord” style. 
Can anything be plainer, and is not Brother Koezly satisfied 
now that he was in the wrong in his figuring ? 

His confusion arises largely from supposing that calendars 
use the figure 1 as the starting-point of a new century, but it 
he will just ‘“ point of” the year 16^0, he will see that it give 
16 for the hundreds, 0 for the tens, and 0 also for the unit 
with which to inaugurate the first year of the 17th century. 
which was none other than the year 1600, as is now proved 
to him in his own desired manner. Gzo. N. Hu. 

CoruuBus, O., Ang. 4, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: One of the most striking features of the visit 
of Dr. York to this city was his address to the prisoners of 
the Ohio State Penitentiary on Sunday, August 28th, at the 
hour they meet for.chapel exercises, 10 a.m. Captain 
Koehne, one of the officials of the place, succeeded in getting 
permission to dispense with the general program, and allow 
the doctor to occupy the entire forty-five minutes. All went 
off well, apparently, till the arrival that morning on the 
grounds, when printed programs were distributed saying 
that the time would be occupied by '' hymn, prayer, script- 
ure reading, hymn, sermon by Rev. De Bruin." Against 
this the doctor immediately protested to the warden, refus- 
ing to be brought in as a ‘‘ side-show,” which it was un- 
doubtedly the scheme of the Christian managers to do. The 
warden being a gentlemen, besides seeing the injustice of so 
meanly using him after promising him the time, told him to 
proceed, and that he should hav the entire time. After the 
prisoners were seated the doctor read a beautiful poem. The 
choir then sang a hymn, after which came a splendid address 
by the doctor upon right living taught without Christianity, 
leading back to the days of happy childhood, of the love of 
mother, of brothers and sisters, and the impossibility of hap- 
piness without character. He interspersed his speech with 
hygienic suggestions that might improve their condition 
physically, mentally, and socially. Many of these poor, un- 
fortunate fellows, as they thought of their homes as pictured 
by the speaker, had to hide their faces and weep the tears of 
saddened disappointment. At other times at his pleasantries 
would they rattle their feet like good fellows. It was a treat 
for them, and those close by in the choir whispered an invi- 
tation to the doctor to come again. 

Besides the prisoners there were over four hundred visitors 
present, who went away accrediting one more laurel to the 
crown of & Freethinker than Christianity had taught them 
existed there. 

The doctor also addressed a labor meeting in the City Hall, 
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and will be found to possess radical and sound ideas as to 
the land, labor, and capital question. He was also called | 
upon while here to deliver an oration at the funeral of a little 
child, which duty he performed with credit both to himself 
and the occasion. 

One credit to the city of Columbus, O., is that it is, per- 
haps, the first place in the United States where a Freethinker 
has been introduced to the right to assist in elevating the 
fallen victims of vice by addressing the inmates of a prison 
to the exclusion of Christian prayers and sermons for an en- 
tire Sabbath. The papers. were fair enough to report the 
meeting favorably and justly. R. H. R. 


Bnooxrvn, N. Y., Sept. 1, 1887. 
Mz. Eviror: From the general knowledge of Liberalism 
that I hav acquired, it seems lacking as regards a true bal- 
ance of ideas—seems to require a something from. other 


liberalizing systems that shall round it out into a complete 


and harmonious whole. 

Its mission seems to be a pulling down of old ideas, re- 
moving that over.sacredness regarding Bible teachings 
which forbids others than the clergy to reason npon them, 
and an endeavor to set aside everything between the two lids 
of the Bible that will not bear the light of each man's indi- 
vidual reason. But reason is a gradual growth in the un- 
derstanding, according to one’s enlightenment from study 
and experience, so that what to one mind may seem ridicu- 
lous, to another may seem quite probable, and within the 
realm of law and reason as well. Earthly reason alone, un 
enlightened from spiritual sources— mind free from body— ' 
cannot solve the seemingly paradoxical statements of the 
Bible; it must come through inspiration—through révela- 
tion. In this way the Bible had its birth. Its teachers 
were inspired of God or spirit (using the word spirit as we 
now use the word congress—a collection of like units, with 
a common name applied to all as a body or organization) ; 
its healers performed their marvelous cures, not alone by 
force of their own spirits, but by that of the spirits or a 
spiritual magnetism working through them ;.and, lastly, its’ 
wonderful phenomena were a manifestation of the spirit side 
of life, of organized spirit action, of man glorified and ex- 
alted to the full dignity of his nature through the acquisition 
of universal knowledge from a residence in two worlds. 

You may naturally ask, from your standpoint of pure 
reason, How do you kuow this that you assert so positivly ? 
And I apswer: From a six years’ knowledge of an objectiv 
presentation of facts and phenomena in modern Spiritualism, 
similar and closely allied to those of Bible days, coupled with 
& personal, conscious, intuitiv revelation of the spiritual 
“ true inwardness” of scripture and the. ministry of Christ 
Jesus. 

In no other way can man attain unto it, except he. receive 
it from one so instructed, and in a manner best adapted for 
him to receive it. 

For this reason it becomes necessary forthe spirit-world to 
raise up the inspired mediums who grace our platforms, 
some of whom unconsciously voice the thought of the con- 
troling intelligence, while others are inspired along the line 
of their own acquired knowledge. 

Hence such pictures as throw ridicule upon the clairvoy- 
ant vision of Jacob's ladder, by illustrating it as a modern 
toboggan-slide, with angels ascending and decending, are 
entirely uncalled for in the light of modern “Spiritualism. 
“ Seek and ye shall find; knock and it shall be opened unto 
you.” A BPIRBITUALIST. 

Marrinspure, W. Va., Aug. 28, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: I take the liberty and pleasure to submit to 
you for publication in your paper my views on the great 
question of life and death. Christianity versus Rationalism 
is a greater issue than ever before; science and reason are | 
penetrating the vast problem. Too long hav religion, fanat- 
icism, and superstition kept the world in mental slavery; 
but these times of enlightenment are bringing about mental 
freedom, and all who hav the courage of their convictions 
can liv free from the terrible monster superstition. Those 
who are willing to liv in fear of an unknown God and a hell 
that does not exist, let them do so. As men’s minds are 
constituted they must take different views on this tre- 
mendous question. I can see the truth as [ never saw it 
before. Why is Christianity in the ascendancy ? : Why is it 
existing in this country so strongly ?' It exists by the power 
of belief. The great majority of the people and wealth 
are on its side. 'The great trouble is this: The orthodox 
are necessarily fools; that is, if they believe the Bible. 
People do not recognize the right of a man to think for him- 
self. They say you must think as we do, accept the teach- 
ings of Christianity unconditionally, or be lost in hell. Take 
the survival of the fittest; that is enough to crush out 
religion as itis. A religion of reason is wanted, not that of 
superstition. We are governed entirely by cause and effect. 
The old cry of God's will is proven false by the demonstrated 
fact that the fittest must necessarily survive. Mental slavery 
is far worse than physical slavery, and it is astonishing how 
most people so willingly accept & doctrin that cannot be 
proved. 

lf Christianity is anything, it is à monster of tyranny, 
a foe to liberty of mind and enlightenment. Of all sects the 
Roman Catholic is the worst. Its tenets are so preposterous 
and unjust that all friends of Freethought must be fearfully 
concerned at its growing power. The brave Dr. McGlynn is 
now a free man. He has defied the Romish authority with 
great courage, and preserved his individual liberty. All 
honor to him. If every man who is a thinker would dare 
exercise his rights, what & revolution of sentiment would 
occur! But most people will continue religious, because it 
offers hope, and that is all they want; like drowning men, 
clinging to straws, they are satisfied with it. This is a free 
country; let all who want to liv and die in fear and super- 
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stition do so. Infidels and Freethinkers hav rights that 
church people are bound.to respect. Iam a Freethinker by 
consideration. I am one. of that kind who want to know 
the reason why. As long as I liv I will maintain my rights. 
Every man, woman, and chi d is a free, distinct individual 
being, and in the very nature of things their own God; the 
the truth is, the great almighty fate is God, and all who can 
pot or will not accept this fact.are simply fools. 

Christianity has its strongest supporters among the igno- 
rant and superstitious. Look at the negro population of this 
country, the down-trodden and ignorant race. They are the 
most thoroughly superstitious of any people, and they take 
to religion as naturally as a duck takes to water. A negro 
Infidel would be something new under the sun. Imagination 
is their conductor. There are a vast number of deluded 
white people who liv in mental slavery, who are almost 
as superstitious as negroes. I hav talked to many of them. 
We can liv without religion. for Agnosticism is better than 
religion. It givs mental freedom, common-sense, and reason, 
and all that is good is in it; it teaches all to do good because 
itis good. The gospel of humanity is the only real religion. 

' Christians do right because they want to get to that heaven 
they believe in; people of Freethought do right for the sake 
of right, heaven or no heaven. The whole question of the 
universe now is the gospel of superstition versus the gospel 
of humanity. Taos. J. Conness. 


MirwavkEE, Wis., Sept. 1, 1887. 

Mz. Eprrog: Will you allow me to report from our good!y 
city the progress of Liberalism? We still keep up our 
League organization, but hav not held meetings for some 
time for the want of a hall. But we expect to start them up 
this fall. 

For the last two years the labor question has been the al). 
absorbing topic, and good work has been done in organizing, 
and agitating, and educating, so that good ‘work has been 
done in political reform. 

Dr. Juliet H. Severance and myself hav spent the last four 
weeks in Spiritualist camp-meetings, and we find, like every 
other class of people, there are two factions—the radical, or 
rational, Spiritualists, and the conservativ, or orthodox, 
Spiritualists. Tae latter seem to be drifting more and more 
toward the churches. They are fast using the forms and 
ceremonies of Opening their meetings with prayer, and sing. 
ing orthodox hymns with as great an unction as the most 
veritable Christian, and if you say a word against these cer. 
emonies they say you are bigoted, prejudiced, etc. 

They seem to hav transferred their worship of the old or- 
thodox God to the spirit world and the angels, and running 
after the phenomena and wanting a test, and losing all inter- 
est in the great problems of the hour, and more interested in 
the spirit world and the angels than they are in humanity 
and in this world. 

This same class are ready to accept all (what seem to me) 
vagaries, such as Christian science, mental science, meta. 
physies, or whatever name they may choose to call it, and 
reincarnation, etc. 

That they may hav performed some remarkable cures I do 
not doubt, but not in the way they claim, but in accordance 
with the same laws that our healing mediums hav done, and 
in all past ages. But this they emphatically deny, saying 
that magnetism, or psychology, or spirits hav nothing to do 
with it. 

But I notice the teachers of this new method of treating do 
pot practice, but devote their time to teaching. I would 
refer the reader of: this article to an able editorial in the Ban- 
ner of Light of August 27th, in which it expresses my ideas 
exactly. 

But I am glad to say that the radical Spiritualist can be 
found in the front ranks of all reforms, ready to help tomake 
this world better, feeling that in helping humanity here he is 
making the spirit world better also, for that is founded upon 
this the earth life. With this class of workers in the Spirit- 
ual movement I wish to work, for [am more interested in 
angels here and in the ever-present now than I am in the 
other side of. life. for I know more about it. I know of the 
sorrows and sufferings, the inequality, the injustice, the 
ignorance, of this earth life, and 1 am willing to work with 
Infidel, Freethinker, Materialist, Spiritualist, and even the 
Christian, for I find some of them that are willing to work 
for the cause of human progress. 

So I say let us all try and do what we can for the better- 
ment of this life, invoke or aspire for all the help we can get 
from others either here or in the spirit side of life. 

A mere knowledge of the communion of spirits with mor- 
tals does not seem to make anyone better. It is carrying out 
the philosophy that is tauglit by the most advanced in this 
life and in the other side of life that makes us better. 

We need to be saved from our ignorance, and knowledge 
and wisdom are what we must seek to obtain before we can 
hav heaven within us. A. B. SEVERANOE. 


TERRELL, TEx., Aug. 22, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: About March 15th our legislature (after a 
long petition of the preachers) passed a law, ordering an 
election the 4th of. August to amend our state constitution, 
prohibiting the sale or manufacture of spirits, beer, or wine 
only by prescription of a physician, except for mechanical, 
scientific, or sacramenta] purposes. 

lf the election had come off in twenty days after it was 

"ordered, I believe the state would hav gone strong for the 
prohibitory amendment. 

As a class we are a sober and temperate people. 

As soon as the canvass commenced, most every preacher 
of the Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian, and Campbellite— 
and many preachers from other states were impor'ed—com- 
menced all over this broad land at once to preach Prohibition 
from their pulpits and on the stump everywhere and at 
all times. 


Never in this country » was there such a live and thorough 
canvass by any party. For three and a half long months 
they preached, exhorted, prayed. and sang. for God to come 
down and become a politician, and help their side, of course. 
So strong did they press their cause that no good member of 
the church, in their judgment, could oppose Prohibition. 
Mouths were locked and tongues stayed of their members 
whom they could control. The few preachers and school- 
teachers who had the manhood to oppose them were forced 
to resign, and were brushed away with the club or the 
sharp and keen whip of the church, who knocked out and 
lashed into line all they could. 

The church appealed to the ladies, and lashed those who 
opposed them with more severity than they did the men. 

Never in any election was there so much bitterness engen- 
dered. Epithets thick, sharp, and bitter were poured out 
against all who opposed them in a way that none could 
do except the clergy, who as usual claimed all the intel. 
ligence, virtue, and good. i 
` Bo plain was the intention to capture and control the state, 
that many men who would hav voted Prohibition turned out 
in their might, with the love of freedom burning within, and 
defeated the amendment by one hundred thousand out of a 
total vote of three hundred-and seventy thousand. And yet 
an overwhelming majority is for temperance. There were 
fifty speeches, sermons, and prayers for prohibition to one 
speech against the amendment. 

Texas has achieved the greatest victory for freedom—a 
victory against the union of church and state—that was ever 
gained in this state. The great beauty of it is that we hav 
gained it at the expense of the churches named. These 
churches.hav received & shock from which they will never 
recover. 

We hav been trained here to regard preachers as a set of 
pure men—men who would not stoop to exaggerate a thing; 
who favor free speech and free press; men who would not 
pollute their pure tongues by misrepresentation. But all 
know better now. The public see them for the first time 
just as they are. The public hav learned that the politicians 
and the political parties of the country are pure, good, and 
tolerant Compared to the clergy and their churches. History 
repeats itself that the clergy and churches are the most 
selfish and oppressiv men and organizations that ever 
afflicted humanity. 

Freethought has also gained a great victory. As the 
shackles of. orthodoxy are broken, Freethought is strength- 
ened. Thus the light of truth gleams forth unexpectedly; 
the cause of virtue, of light, of higher morals, of mental 
freedom, and of true manhood is strengthened. Beacons of 
light are seen, and will continue to be seen, until the cloud 
of theological superstition has vanished, and man can stand 
in the light of reason. Then, and not until then, will man 
be free. T. C. Guass. 


BzARDsTOWN, ILL., Sept. 2, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav just returned from Havana, where I 
was called by telegram to attend thefuneral of Miss Weaber, 
a Liberal. The circumstances are unusual. A few days 
before the end came, a sky-pilot was sent to guide her to 
mansions in the clouds. He opened the **log-book" of the 
gospel ship at two localities where, on such occasions, the 
ship's bearings are always and only taken; namely, God and 
hel He then handed it to her to read. Her eye caught the 
locality. With a heroism worthy a voyager on a better 
vessel than the old gospel hulk, she replied, ** Thank you, sir, 
but I hav long since sailed past. those fog-wreathed points.” 
Sne returned the book with the remark that, if she only had 
the strength to converse, she could show him some passages 
in the * log-book ” which even he would not much admire. 
Disgusted and discomfited, the sky-pilot retired. Not satis- 
fied with this, some of her church relativs, backed by a 
churchly public, urged the family to hav a sky-pilot officiate 
at the funeral. Her brothers insisted that some one who 
would honestly and adequately voice her sentiments be 
s cured. By thus not giving the clergy the opportunity to 
damn her in their horrid hell, in outraging over her dead body 
und grave every sentiment of truth, and brutalizing the 
finer feelings, they saved the reputations of the clergy. 
When the church failed in this second attempt to capture the 
case, to make capital, then it circulated the falsehood that a 
young lady with such sterling qualities of heart and char- 
acter, as were thus portrayed, and which they knew to be 
no over-painted picture, must hav been a ** believer! ” 

Thus do the church minions ransack the universe to filch 
the laurels of Liberalism. 

Many inspired by a morbid curiosity came to see what 
sort of a **circus" a Liberal funeral would prove to be. It 
was a magnificent opportunity, and she a splendid subject, 
for painting the superiority of Freethought principles in 
view of death. It was only one of a thousand instances 
which giv the lie to the orthodox slander that Infidels back 
down from their principles at death. This falsehood was 
started. about Thomas Paine's death, and has gone the 
rounds of church circles ever since. But many on this oc- 
casion afterward suid they should like such a funeral when 
they need one. There was no Bible, no prayer, no psalm- 
singing. The profusion of evergreens and flowers on the 
Casket and the grave made even death beautiful. 

The happy result of all this is that the Freethinkers and 
the Spirituaiisis will probably unite to sustain regular 
lectures. As we are at a convenient distance, we hope to 
often visit these stanch Liberals. 

If all Liberals would do as did this courageous family; 
that is, secure Liberal speakers at funerals and other occa- 
sions, the cause of Liberalism would not need to skulk as is 
too often the case. It is “just too utterly utter” to liv 
liberal one's whole life, and at last ** die just the opposit.” 
It is an unpardonable injustice to every one. When the 


“ clergy " hav anything to do with such cases, they make it 
i gy g y 


out either & recantation, or send the subject to hell, or 
oftener both. 

If there is & species of meanness despicable above every 
other sort, it is tLis orthodox mode of vilifying the memory 
of a Liberal, over his dead body, when it is known that he 
cannot appear in self-defense. It is cowardly. And coward- 
ice and the ungentlemanly go together. 

Though it is often inconvenient for Liberal families to 
Carry out their wishes in this respect, let them see well to it 
that they suffer not the memory of their dear dead to be im- 
posed upon. Devotion to principle will do much to make 
such important and affecting occasions tell favorably for 
Freethought. Zoa Torsis. 

P. O. Box 766. l 

FARMDALEY, O., Sept. 3, 1887. 

Mr. Eprtor: It is some time since I hav written to the 
dear old TRUTH Szexer that I love so well, and this is an 
appropriate time to tell you and all the TRUTH SgEKER 
family that Charles B. Revnolds visited our Secular Union at 
Farmdale, Ohio, on the 28th of August, delivering six lect- 
ures, afternoon and evenings of Aug. 28th, 29th, and 30th, 
to small but appreciativ audiences. It is almost impossible 
to get the orthodox out to a Liberal lecture, and if they 
would continue in their blind faith I advise them to keep 
well away from Brother Reynolds’s strong and logical 
reasoning. His arguments are invincible, and though in his 


enthusiasm for the truth and right he may seem a little harsh 


in his denunciation of the Bible (to those that hav heard it 
spoken of only in a reverential manner), it is far from him to 
purposely hurt the feelings of Christian people. He would 
only show its absurd and contradictory teachings, along with 
its wicked and cruel teachings, to prove that it is only the re- 
flection of a half-barbarous people, and not the inspired 
word of aGod. But a faithful Christian, blind with faith 
and full of fear, turns a face full of contempt, if not hate, 
upon a man or woman that dares to reason upon religion, 
Christian and pagan alike. I say faithful Christian, but 
where there is one ignorant and faithful, there are ninety and 
nine full of worldly ideas, and pure hypocrits, and not hon- 
est enough to thoroughly examin the gospel of humauity or, 
per chance, not intelligent enough; but they think themselvs 
capable of sitting in judgment against us as Secularists. One 
of our Farmdale Christians declared he would rather be 
found at the saloon drunk than in company with an audi- 
ence before Mr. Reynolds. O young man, to be drunk is 
beastly and demoralizing, and while it may be out of the 
nature of things for you to seriously study and examin the 
principles of Secularism, you would surely find it paid you 
well; and even a man that preferred drunkenness to Liberal- 
ism could not fail to be benefited if he would studiously ex- 
amin the coming religion of humanity or the principles of 
Secularism! But, you see, while the saloon-keeper is to be 
patronized, and, perchance, eulogized, by many & Christian, 
our good Reynolds is denounced, and his teachings declared 
harmful and dangerous. 

If ever the people of America are free from ignorance and 
all the accompanying evils thereof, it will not be the work of 
the Christian church, with her army of eighty thousand 
priests and ministers, and their millions of dollars’ worth of 
property, but will be the work of the few against the many. 
In spite of opposition and lack of popularity, my heart goes 
out in sympathy and love to all that are laboring for human- 
ity, DO matter what field of thought they may labor in, so it 
be a field of science and truth. Here let me say a word for 
our venerable and loving Aunt Elmina. The science she has 
labored so faithfully for is of just as much importance to hu- 
manity, and I think all scientific physicians familiar with the 
subject will say of far more importance, than any other one 
branch of science; and, as truth seekers, let us giv her our 
hand in sympathy and help sustain her in her hour of 
trouble. If each that appreciates her laborious work in the 
cause of humanity would say, Here, I shall send this dear, 
good woman a dollar, or fifty cents, as I can afford! and ask 
others to do the same thing, they would be surprised at 
what they were able to accomplish. Here is my experience. 
Some time ago I said, in the presence of her friends: Iam 
going to send fifty cents to the Defense fund ; itis not much, 
but all I ean well afford; and, voluntarily, three women 
gave me fifty cents each to put with my fifty cents, making 
two dollars; then by agitating the thing in a mild way I re- 
ceived two orders for books, a dollar from another good wo- 
man on the Defense Fund, and fifty cents from one man. 
See, will you, how much more sympathetic and generous 
are the women. That is good for Aunt Elmina to know she 
has support and sympathy from her own sex. But I will 
say the one gentleman was all I asked personally. I felt 
sure of his sympathy, and trembled to ask supp rt from 
others for fear of a cold rebuff. It is natural, I suppose, for 
a woman to very much dislike to ask for money and be re- 
fused, and I feel instinctivly that those who will not enter 
into conversation in a seusible manner about Aunt Elmina's 
case are the ones that would refuse to help sustain her. By 
reqnest Mr. Reynolds said a few words in her behalf, and 
glowing words too. 

Reynolds is bound to hava host of friends wherever he 
may go. His sympathetic and genial nature givs him good 
power over an audience. l hav always thought myself 
proof against ministers, but I fear Mr. Reynolds could nearly 
hav won me over to his church, not from his arguments, but 
because I would like the sympathy and fricndship of such 
ap earnest, honest, and good man. His afternoon lectures 
here were the best, I thought, and only 8mall audiences to 
listen, with & very good house for the evening lecture 
Liberals every where will do well to secure his services; th 
are sure to be pleased with him. It will not be out of p ] 
here to say that I inclose three dollars to pay for paper up 
April next. I thank-you for kindly waiting for your money. 

Yours for justice and truth, Mas. Nora FERRELL. 
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Children's Qorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


** Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour." 


-Bereaved by Death. 


For the second time the children will look 
in vain to this column for something from 
their beloved friend whose faithful iabors 
hav made the Corner so welcome to them. 
When they read this account of the sad death 
of Miss Wixon's mother, they will know why 
they hav missed her from the usual place: 

From the Fall River Monitor. 

An accident occurred at Wareham, Tuesday 
afternoon, which resulted in the death of the ven- 
erable and respected Mrs. James Wixon, of tbis 
city, and the serions,if not fatal, injury of her 
sister, Mrs. E. D. Stanton, wife of the engineer of 
the Onset railroad. The two ladies had driven 
over from: Wareham on a shopping expedition, 
and were on their way home when the shocking 
and fatal accident eccurred. They approached 
the railroad crossing at Warebam Narrows about’ 
quarter past 4 o'clock, and held up their horse to 
allow the “ flying dude” train. a train that has 
occasioned considerable loss of life in previous ac- 
cidents, to pass. The ho'se became unmanage- 
able, and in his terror dashed toward the flying 
train. 

The efforts of the ladies to control him were 
powerless, even when aided by Flagman S'sson, 
who, at the risk of hia own life, vainly attempted 
to stop the animal. The horse dashed into the 
tender of the locomotiv, and, together with the 
carriage and occupants, was thrown twenty feet 
aside and down an embankment. Mrs. Wixon in 
her fall struck a post and was instantly killed. 
Mrs. Stanton was very feriously injured, being 
made uvconecious, and at last accounts had not 
recovered. Dr. Sawyer was summoned, and 18 
very doubtful of her recovery. The horse was 
instantly killed, and the carriage was made a total 
wreck. 

Mrs. Wixon went to Onset, her favorit summer 
place of recreation, a few weeks ago, in hopes of 
regaining strength and renewed health for the 
coming winter. She was accompanied by her 
daughter, Miss Susan H. Wixon, whose brilliant 
writings bav made her hosts of friends all over 
the United States, and who, in this hour of sad- 
dest trial, with other members of the family, will 
hav the tenderest sympathies of all. 

Mrs. Wixon was seventy-nine years of age, and 
a very bright and intelligent woman, remarkably 
youthful for her years. Although her life had 
been activ and laborious, she was uncommonly 
vigorous for one of her years, and would enter 
into social pastimes with the spirit of a young 
person. In her day she had seen some sorrowful 
tragedies. On one occasion three of her sons 
were lost in a shipwreck at sea, one of whom was 
the father of her grandson, James H. Wixon. Of 
ber large family only three remain—Deputy Shenff 
Frank H. Wixon, Miss Susan H. Wixon, and Mrs. 
W. E. Phillips. Mrs. Wixon was a nativ of the 
Cape, and passed most of ber youth and early 
married life 1n that sectiou. She had a very large 
circle of a‘ quaintances, aud her sad death is a 
great shock to them. She was a regular attendant 
of the Unitarian church, and a member of its 
Sabbath-school. She was possessed of a large es- 
tate, which was left her by her late husban?; Cap- 
tain James Wixon, who was for many years a 
deputy sheriff in tbis city. 

In a pathetic note, written with a trembling 
hand, Miss Wixon asks us to ‘‘ explain to the 
children." We know that no further expla- 
nation than this will be needed, and that the 
disappointment of all who read the Children's 
Corner of Taz Truru SEEKER will giv place 
to sympathy for their teacher whose life has 
been 80 often saddened by the death of rela- 


tivs and friends.—Epiror TRUTH SEEKER. 


—E 


REDUCED TO $1.00. 


THE STORY HOUR. 
A Book for Children and Youth, 


BY MISS SUSAN H. WIXON. 
Over a hundred fine illustrations. 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLUS 


Great Cen' ennial Oration 
ON THE 


Declaration of Independence, 


ALSO THE 
Immortal Document, 


And the National Anthem entitled : 
"LAND OF LIBERTY." 
Price, 6 cts; 5 copies, 29 cts; 25 copies, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Company, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE TRUTH SEVKFR ANNUAT. 


Price, 35 cents. 


Very Cheap Pamphlets. 
- [o 

We hav on handa large number of the following 
of COLONEL INGERSOLL’S pamph!ets, which 
wil be disposed of at cost, as fol ows: 


Ingérsoll Catechised: 


His Answers to a Number of Vital Questions Pro- 
pounded by the Editor of the “Ban Franciscan ;” 
singly, 3 cents; per dozen, 30 cents; per hundred, 


. 00. 
j ORTHODOXY, 


A lecture, fifty-four closely printed large 12mo 
pages, 10 cents; fifteen, $1; and $6 per hundred. 


Civil Rights Speech, 


Including the address of Frederick D^uglas.fifty- 
three-large octavo pages, singly, 10 cents; fifteen 
for $1; aad $6 per hundred. 
The Truth of Histor», 

This is a comment by Colonel Ingersoll upen 
the religiouslies that hav been told about him- 
self, and first made its appearance in these col- 
umns. Price 3 cents; 30 cents per dozen; $2 per 
hundred. 


BIBLE IDOLATRY, 
Aletter Colonel Ingersoll wrote to the editor of 
the London “Secular Review.” Price 3 cents ; 30 
cents per doz., or $2 per hundred. 


INGERSOLL ON McGLYNN, 


Being the comments and opinions of Mr. Inger- 
soll upon the fight in the Catholic church between 
the late pastor of St. Stephen’s and his employer, 
the pope. Price 3 cents; 30 cents per doz., or $2 
per hundred. 

We suggest that these be purchased in quanti- 
ties, and given away to Christians, and it is with 
that not unreasonable exp: ctation that the prices 
hav been placed so low. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


Our Flag Above the Cross, 


This device is for 
paper and envel- 
opes for Secular 
Unions and others, 


PRICES: 


Half-note, bl'E ink, 
per quire, . .18 
Envelopes, black 
ink, per pack, .18 
Paper or envelopes 
with local ad. 
dress, 1,000, $6.00 
Half-note, 4 colors, 
per quire, . .25 
Envelopes,4 colors, 
per pack, .25 
Paper or envelopes 
4 colors, with lo- 


1,000, . $10.00 
Address 


The Truth Seeker. 


COPYRIGHTED. 


Any profit from sales will be devoted to the free 
distribution of Liberal literature. 


W.S BELL'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Conflict between Christianity 
and Civilization. 


PRICE, - - - - - -  345CENTS. 
wi is -a stunner ; concise, scholarly, and good.— 
M gs8. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY.. 


PRICE, 15 CENTS. 

„Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. 

Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Man.—T, B. Wakeman, 

A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. Itis avery 
able paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 

ge. . 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
` PRICE, 20 CENTS. 


.The number of heads under which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which each point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
Itake great pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition "to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self-zovernment.— 
J. JMcCabe. 


Price 15 centa. 


For sale at thia office. 


IS THE COD OF ISRAEL 
THE TRUE COD? 


The Narrativ of the Five Books of Moses, 
Joshua, and Judges, and the 
New Testament. 


By Israel ¥ W, Groh. 


Price 25 cents. 'Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


The Secret of the East, 


OR, 
The Origin of the Christian Religion 
and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 
Price, $1.00. For sale at this office. 


cal address, per. 


A SPLENDID WORK. 
Mr. Charles Eckhard, treasurer of the American 
Secular Union, bas published 


THE NINE DEMANDS 


ina more attractiv form than any in which they 
hav previously appeared. At the head of anen- 
graving on heavy plate paper, 24x19 inches, are 
the cabinet-sized likenesses of JEFFERSON, 
WASHINGTON, and PAINE, the Fathers of our 
Bepublic. At the sides are FRANKLIN and 
JOHN ADAMS, and between these two are 
printed the Nine Demands of the American Secu- 
lar Union in conspicuous type. At the foot are 
LAFAYETTE, GIRARD, and INGERSOLL; 
making eight likenesses in all, Inscribed be- 
neath each portrait is some radical sentiment 
quoted from the author pictured over it. In the 
space between the portraits and around them are 
arabesques of vines and flowers in profusion, and 
the panel inclosing the Nine Demands is sur- 
mounted on each corner by Mr. Eckhard’s design 
of the flag above the cross. The whole makes an 
exceedingly handsome work for framing. The 
artistic part is equal to the best, and the portraits 
areastrue to nature as the photographs from 
which they were transferred. The design will be 
sent postpaid by mail for $1 by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
: 38 Lafayette Place, New York 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


Saints and Sinners. 10 cents. 
'The History of Freethought. Bound, 


in cloth and lettered. Price, $1.25. CONTENTS : 
Section I. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section IT. at it 
Owes to Mohammedanism, Section III. Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors, Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Bec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christian Evidences Criticised. . A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh. Con- 
tents : The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies ; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
` Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are ‘published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? "The Christian Deity: 
oral Value of the Bible: Freethought and 
Modern Progress; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and Bible Antagonistic: 
` Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all of 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 


SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3,25—in English or German 
À new cheap edition at only $1.50. 


SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B. Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 
per 8et; or five volumes in one for $2. 

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of “Science in Story.”) 50 cents. 


HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages 
By Dr. Foote. 2 cents. 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam- 
phiets).. By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: ‘Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, adyocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; ‘Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glas8 cure—of value 
to sick and well. By mail, 10 cents each. 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). ‘ The Law 
of Heredity.” by Prof. Brooks, 836 pages, cloth 
bound, $2; **Heredity,” by Loring Moody, 159 
pages, cloth, 75 cents; ‘The Law of Heredity,” by 
F. H. Marsh, 10 cents; ‘The Alphabet of the 
HumanTemperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; * Generation before Regen 
eration,” by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; “Re 
rorts of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
1882,” 10 cents; “ Third Annual Convention of the 
Tnstitnte of Heredity,May 29, 1883," 10 cents. 

Addraaa THE TRUTH REEKER. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


OR, 


Men of Business Who Did Something Besides 
Making Money. A Book for Young Americans. 


BY JAMES PARTON. 
Price, - - = = - $1.25. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Placa. Naw York 


THE CONFESSIONAL 
ROMISH AND ANGLICAN, 
An Exposé. 
By SALADIN. Price, 30 cents. 
Address TH® TRUTH SEEKER, 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 


By Gro. M. Davenport. This isalittle book— 
a pamphlet of 82 well-filled pages. costing only 
“a quarter," but ag full of meat ar an egg. It is 
well called “ pero for we find nothing nn. 
practical in it, Hens, ducks. geese, and turkeys. 
are particularly discussed and their economical 
breeding and keeping treated of. There are many 
practical hints ahont keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, it is 2 very useful addition to 
the poultry literature of the day. 


TRUTH SEEKER Office, 


THE HUMBOLDT LIBRARY. 


Price 15 cents each number, unless otherwise marked, 


1. Light Science for Leisure Hours. A series of 
familiar essays on astronomical and other 
natural phenomena. By Richard À, Proc. 
tor, F.R.A.S. 

2, The Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivers, Ice 
and Glaciers. 19illustratiens. By John Tyn- 
dall, F, R.R. 

3. Physics and Politics. An application of the 
principes of Natural Science to Political 

ociety. By Walter Bagehot, Author of - 

“The English Constitution.” 

4, Man's Place in Nature. With numerous illus- 
trations. By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.8. 

5. Education, Intellectual, Moral, and Physical, 
By Herbert Spencer. à 

6. Town Geology. With Appendix on Coral and 
Coral Reefs. By Charles Kingsley. 

7. Conservation of Energy. With numerous Illus. 
trations. By Balfour Stewart, LL.D. . 

8. Study of Languages, brought back to its Trus 
principles. By C. Marcel. 

9. The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 

10, Theory of Sound in its Relation to Music. 

Numerous illustrations. By By Prof. Pietro 

Blaserna. 

$1. ) The Naturalist on the River Amazon. _A rec- 

| ord of 11 years’ travel. By Henry Walter 

12. Bates, F.L.S. Not sold separately. 

13. Mind and Body. The theories of their rela- 
tions. By Alexander Bain, LL.D. 

14. The Wonders of the Heavens. 82 illustrations, 

By Camille Flammarion. 
Longevity. The means of prolonging life after 
middle age. By John Gardner, M.D. 
16, Origin of Species. By Thomas H. Huxley, 


. Progress: Its Law and Cause. With other dis- 
quisitions. By Herbert Spencer. ; 
18. Lessons in Electricity. 60 illustrations, Br 
John Tyndall, F.R.S. ; 
By 


19. Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. 
30. Romanca of Astronomy. By R. Kalley Miler, 


15. 


Richard A. Proctor. 


21. The Physical Basis of Life, with other essays. 
By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 

39. Seeing and Thinking. By William Kingdon 
Clifford, F.R.S. 

?3. Scicntific Sophisms. A review of current 
theories conce ‘ning Atoms, Apes, and Men. 
By Samuel Wainwright, D.D 

94. Popular Scientific Lectures. Illustrated. By 
Prof. H. Helmholtz, 

25. Origin of Nations. By Prof. Geo. Rawlinson, 

Oxford University. 

26. The Evolutionist at Large By Grant Allen. 

. History of Landholding n England. By 
Joseph Fisher, F.R.H.S. 

28. Fashion in Deformity, as illustrated in the 
customs of Barbarous aad Civilized Races. 
Numerous illustrations. By William Henry 
Flower, F.R.S ` 


29, Facts and, Fictions of Zoology. 


Numerous 


illustrations. By Andrew Wilson, Ph. D 
39. | Study of Words. By Richard Chenevix 
31. ench. 
32. Hereditary Traits and other Essays, By Rich- 
ard A. Proctor. : 
93. Vignettes from Nature. By Grant Allen. 
34. Philosophy of Style. By Herbert Spencer. 


35. Oriental Religions. By John Caird, Pres. 
Univ. Glasgow, and Others. 2 

36. Lectures on Evolution. Illustrated. By Prof. 
T. H. Huxley. 


87. Six Lectures on Light. Illustrated. By John 
Tyndall. 

38.) Geological Sketches. By Archibald Geikie, 

89. F.R.S 


40. The "Evidence of Organic Evolution. By Geo. 
J. Romanes, F.R.S. 


41. Cugrent Discussions in Science. By W. M. 
M8, 1.0.5. 
42, History of the Science of Politics. By Freder- 


ick Pollock. | 

43. Darwin and Humboldt. By Professor Huxley, 
Professor Agassiz, and others. 

44.4 Dawn of History. By C. F. Keary, of the 

45.) British Museum. 

16. Diseases of Memory. By Th. Ribot. Tran- 
slated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 

A Childhood of Religions. By Edward Clodd, 
ve. fe. se 


48, Lifein Nature. Illustrated. By Jas. Hinton. 

49. The Sun: its Constitution; its Phenomena; 
its Condition. By Judge Nathan "T. Carr, 
Columbus; Ind. 

a Money and the Mechanism of Exchange. By 

aif Prof. W. Stanley Jevons, F.R.8. 

2. Diseases of the Will. By Th, Ribot. Trans- 
lated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 

53. Animal Automatism, and other Essays. By 
Prof. T. H. Huxley, F.R.S. 

54. Birth and Growth of Myth. By Edward Clodd. 


By William Kingdon Clifford, F.R.S. 
5 Illusions. By James Sully. 


58.) The Origin of Species. By Charles Darwin. 

59.5 Two double numbers, 30 cents each. 

80. Childhood of the World. By Edward Clodd. 

61. Miscellaneous Essays. By Richard A. Proctor. 

62. Rehgions of the Ancient World. By Prof. Geo. 
Rawlinson, University of Oxford. Double 
number; 30 cents. 

63. Progresive Morality. _ By Thomas Fowler, 
LiD., president of Corpus Christi College, 

ord. 

64, Distribution of Animals and Plants. By A. 
Russel Wallace and W. T. Thiselton Dyer. 

$5. Conditions of Mental Development; and other 
Essays. By Wm. Kingdon Clifford. 

66. Technical Education ; end other Essays. By 
Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.8. 

67. The Black Death. An Account of the Gress 
Pestilence of the Fourteenth Centurs- 

F. C. Hecker. 
68. (Special number, 10 cents.) Three Essay 
erbert Spencer. 

69. (Double Number,80cents) Fetichism: A Con: 

tribution to Anthropology and the History 


55. Scientific Basis of Morale, and other Essays. 


of Religion. By Frit. Schultze, Ph. D. Trans- 
dated rom the German by y. Fitzgeral4 


À. 
70. Essays Speculativ and Practical. By Herbert. 


jpencer. 
71. Anthropology. By Daniel Wilson, LL.D. 
With Appendix on Archeology. By E. B. 
Tylor, F.R.S. 
72. The Dancing Mania or the Middle Ages. B 
J. F. C. Hecker, M.D. i d 
78. Evolution in History, Language, and Science. 
Four dresses delivered at the London 
Crystal Palace School of Art, Science, and 
Literature. 
74, The Descent of Man; and selection in relation 
to Sex. By Charles Darwin. In & parte 
- 15 cents each. 


Add-^s THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
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Ingersolls W orks. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 


. In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
& Humboldt," “ Thomas Paine,” * Individual- 
ity,” and “ ‘Heretics and Heresies.” 


The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: “The Ghosts," ‘Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” '* The Declaration of In- 
dependence,” ‘About Farming in Mlinois,” 
“The Grant Banquet,” ** The Rev. Alexander 
Olark," “The Past Bises before Mo Like a 

Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon O. Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25. 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


per, 25 cents. 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 


Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 
Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan. 
cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 
, Millions of these shoul be circulated. 
Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents. 4 


Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 
ound in one volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr. Ingersoll's works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on “ Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 
Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s ‘Tribute to 
is Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banquet Toast," and the recent address over 
“Little Harry Miller’s Grave,” that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
to any address. for S0cts, or either one for 15cts. 
Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book isa gem. Itis a model in every re- 
^ spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
. best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated ‘‘ Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous * tributes " 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versationsof the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir, To help 1t serve this 
urpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
calf, highest possible atyle and finish, $9, 


Life. Prose Poem. Printed in 
eolors on board, beveled gilt edges. 50 cents. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 


boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. | 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 


Price; 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. ong 
. the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries ; the Church and Civilization; the 
Ohurch and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
„Church and the Republic. . 

Bible Morais. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture Falsehood and 
Deoeption ; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars of 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Uuhineaness to Children; Cruelty to Animals ; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 


and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- i. 


ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities, 
Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 
and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Boriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sun ay Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
abb ath during the Middle Ages: The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 


Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday | 


Laws Price, 25 cents; six copies, $1.00. 

Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Telis the stor 
of the Author-Hero’s lite, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates hjs name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Choice extracts from '* Common Sense,” 
* American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressiy for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson_an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper; 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 

The Apostie of Liberty. An address 


delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention, January 29, 1884. Price, 


10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


myMedical Compound und Improved 
Elastic Supporter Truss in from 30 to 
Q days. Reliable references given. Bend 
stamp for circular, and suy in what papet 
you saw my advertisement. Address Qapt 


W. A. Collings, Smithville, Jefferscn Co, N. 


5 cents; 50° 
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New York: 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


{2G PSSUAGSTATETESASE 


| RITTLE#&ESSONS | 


LITTLE FOLKS. 


Bv AUNT ELMINA . 


(Mrs. E. D. SLENKER). 


NEW YORK: 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 
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SHE ONLY GORREGT 


EDITION, 


PRICE, & CENTS. 


WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


Was Jesus an Impostor? A debate between a 
Scotch novelist, Agnes Rollo Wilkie, and Arthur 
B Moss. The best conducted debate of modern 
times. 100 pp., 25 cts. The Mirror of Free- 
thought. 50 cts. The Bible and Darwinism. 
25 cts. Biblical Errors and Secular Truths. 25 
cts. Two Revelations. 5ct&. Bible Horrors; or, 
Real Blasphemy. 5 cts. Bible Makers. 5 cts. 
Bible Saints—Nos. 1,2, and 8. Each 5cts. Moses 
vs. Darwin, cts. Socrates, Buddha, and Jesus, 
5cts. Christianity a Degrading Religion. 5 cts. 
Fictitious Gods. 5 cts. Natural Man. 5 cts. 
The Old Faith and the New. 5 cts. l 
Spinoza. 5cts. The Bible God and His Favorits. 
5 cts. Miracle-Workers. 5cts. Health. Wealth, 
and Happiness. 5cts. The Brain and the Soul. 
Sects. Nature and the Gods. 5cts. Design and 
Natural Selection. 5cts. Man and the Lower 

nimals. b cts. 

Address Watts and Oo., 17 Johnson's Court, 
E.O., Lon Jon, Eng. 


Bruno and’ 


Bible Temperance: 


LIQUOR DRINKING 


Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
by the Bible. 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


This is a companion book to Remsburg's “ Bible 
Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents. 


dd THE TRUTH SEEKER QO.. 
SUE 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE WATCH OF THE FUTURE. 


The new, latest improved 14 karat filled gold 
watches are the best and most durable in the 
world for little money. Prices again reduced, 
Seven jewels, $25; 11 jewele, $97.50; 15 jewels, $30, 
Same, adjusted to usat aud cold, $34. Ladies’, 7 
jeweled, $20 ; 11, $22; 15, §28; with gings inside cap 
$3 less; Louis XIV. ct) iv, $3 more; all best Amer? 
can hunting stenl-winders; open face, gold cap“ 
$8 less; open screw case, $5 less; all cases accom’ 
panied by manufacturer's and my guarantee for’ 
20 years. Above movements in 3 ounce silver 
cases, $18 lera; 4 ounce, $12 less ;.5 ounce, $10.50 ; 
and 6 ounce, $9 less. Ail guaranteed one year and 
sent prepaid, if on hne of American Express 
office or per registered mail, subject to approval; 
and cash refunded if not satisfactory. 

WORK. 


Send me your watches to be repaired. Inclose 
$1 for cleaning ; springs, $1; jewels, $1, and I will 
return in perfect order prepaid. Best spectacles 
Or oyoglassoa in the worid, $1, prepaid in case. 
Send line finest print you can read 14 inches from 
eyes without glasses, OTTO WETTS EIN; 


ANY 
Rochelle, Ill. 
Agents wanted to sell my beautiful Freethought 
badge-pins and charms, and to send watch work 
in lots. Liberal discounts, 


ngersoll’s Tributes. 
REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger 
8oll's at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes ar 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illum 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram 
ing. The titles are: 

The Vision of War, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 


. Address at Harry Miller's Grave. 
The price of these heretofore has been 75cts. Wo 
offer them at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; THE 
THREE FOR FORTY OENTS. Mailed securo 


from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 
New Edition, Kevised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph; 50c. 


ROMANISM, 
DANGER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER, 


Priog, ar dra "T^ - 40 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


TAE STRUGGLE 


FOR 


Re'igious and Political Liberty. 


In which the author shows the repeated attempts 
of men of every age to acquire groator political 
liberty ; also vigorously attacks the very founda- 
tion of the relgion of every age; dwelling at 
length upon the wrongs of [reland, and, in detail- 
ing the account of sląvery in this country, calls 
the attention of thinkiug men and women to the 
position of womankind in America. Throughout, 
the work is replete with astounding facts and 
weighty arguments which cannot fail to interest 
the minds of this age. 

By THEO. C. SPENCER. 
Cloth, 12mo., 138pp.; price 75 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
&nd Eduard Howland, Editors; Jos, Burgher and 
F. L. browne, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 


cially to the interests of our colonization entere 


prise,the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generally 
to the practical solution of the problem of Integre 
QGo-nperation. Price, $1 a year; 50 cente for six 
months. 35 conta for thras mantha 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


85 Cents Each. 
Address TEE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


TRAVELS iN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT C. ADAMS 
Cloth, $1.25. For Sale at 


FREETHOUGHT SOVELS. 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


itten Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonne 
author. of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day ol 


this Office. 


Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents ; cloth, $1.25. 
All in a Litetime. A Romance. By 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. “The great charm of 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcel prepared to ex- 
ect to find, ın such a marked degree, even 
rom 80 gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
WR DOE ER e 
most readers in the Freethou ranks." r 
$150. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


The Outcast. Es deep, finely written 

i tory. m the London edition. By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man, 
80 cents. 
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An Offending Hat. 


In 1885 your humble servant was skinned 
alive, or somewhat in that vicinity. A 
vagrant and rascally section of the Salvation 
Army was then fighting the good people of 
Elgin, IN., and because some of the rose- 
water few had unjustly troubled them I did 
on several occasions take their part in claim- 
ing for them the right of free speech and free 
prayer. But what do you think ? One even- 
ing the whole sanctified regiment, full of the 
Holy Ghost and drunk on the spirit, assem- 
bled at the city court house. On my way 
home I heard a fearful racket, and not know- 
ing what was going on, and the house being 
& public building, I stepped in to see what 
the fuss was about. I found that the army 
were going through some of their antics. As 
I merely stood inside the door, for there was 
no room to sit down, and scarcely standing 
room, I did not think of removing my hat. I 
only intended stopping for a moment. The 
result was that I was ordered in a very per- 
emptory manner to take off my hat. The 
order being so vory imperativ, I declined 
doing so, when a policeman was summoned 
to arrest me, or rather the hat, for disorderly 
conduct in the court house of God (Elgin). 

The hat was taken to the jail and I stuck 
to the hat. We were old friends. Angels 
and powers and principalities, Jesus, nor any 
other creature were not able to separate me 
from the love of that hat. In about five min- 
utes the hat was bailed out, and when tried, 
found not guilty by an orthodox court. My 


-friend Frank Felt made a few remarks on the 


matter, which the local paper published at 
the time. The readers of Tug TRUTH SEEKER 
all know Felt as & very pious rhymester 
indeed, and as these remarks were written in 
his best vein, I inclose & copy. which may be 
interesting to some of your readers. 

I hav one question to ask you, which I 
would like to see in your paper, for the good 
of many, and that is this. I took my little 
girl to the public school yesterday, and they 
would not admit her because she was not vac- 
cinated. I consider it an outrage. To think 
of being compelled to inoculate disease into 
my child or deprive her of an education. I 
left her at the school, but the teacher would 
not admit her to a class, and at noon told her 
she could not attend there unless she had a 
permit or certificate of vaccination. I sent 
her back after dinner, but she was sent bome. 
Now, I want to ask, is there no redress? Can 
they expel a child for that reason? Would 
that be a sufficient reason for me not to pay 
my school-tax? An answer to these ques- 
tions may interest more than me, and will 
greatly oblige your friend, 

Frverett, Mass. I. W. ARCHIBALD. - 


WICKED IKE. 
Ike Archibald was an old sinner, 
And 80 are we sinners all. 
"Tis a world of sin that we liv in, 
From Talmage way back to St. Paul ; 
For wisdom must hav its fol y, 
And folly will bloom into vice, 
And vice has a thin compensation 
That makes it seem wickedly nice. 


ke. Archibald was an old sinner, 
As godless as sinners could be. 
He bowed at no shrine. and the stiffness 
Was not all confined to the knee. 
He wouldn’t see God in goodness, 
He couldo’t see Satan in gin, 
And scorned the conditions of mercy 
With a coldly indifferent grin. 


How man, with hia eyes wide open, 
Could ever become so blind, 

Ts more than a man can answer, 
But certain it was—his mind 

Was fixed—and the deepest logic 
Was vain as the longest prayer . 

In changing a stubborn spirit, 
That nothing could ever scare. 


But Ike wasn’t mean at performing 
In general He lived upon bread, 

And paid his own money to get it, 
And got all he wanted, and fed 

The hungry that had vone, whenever 
He happened to see them about, 

Or took his old sled in the winter 
And hunted some starving soul out. 


He would take a lame woman to meeting 
With Topsy, his mare, not because 

He wished to please God—but the woman; 
And kindness had not many laws 

He ever broke through, though his wherefore 
Of kindness was not in the Lord, 

Anf dollars had never a profit 
To equal love’s own sweet reward, 


But Ike was a sinner, and sinners 
Are sinful. He felt very sure 
That sometimes a man might be foolish 
Enough to be laughed at. Impure 
As the thought was, he acted upon it 
Sometimes in a glee most profane, 
And ridiculed Moses and Moudy 
By quoting a verse from Tom Paine. 


This world ia a big one, and Isaac 
Could take up considerable room, 

But he never desired to go sweeping 
The town with his Infidel broom ; 


But a little lose dirt, as he called it, 
Would often lie kicking around, 

And he brushed it away as a nuisance 
That was not philosophically sound. 


Religion might save those who sought it— 
He cared not; it couldn't save him. 

Yet he scarce laid a straw in the passage 
Leading others to heaven—a swim ` 

In the Styx had not washed the pollution 
Of dark unbelief from his soul, 

But never the faith of another 
Sought he with a word to control. 


But a recognized crank—one who murdered 
The stillness of night with a yell, 

That fumed all the air with its sulphur, 
And filled all the city with hell ; 

He mocked and derided and swore at; 
And did not know how to respect 

A law that upheld in religion 
An action it would not protect 

‘In & man beastly drunk. He had lifted 
His hat to a beggar, and stood 

In the ranks of the humble, exalting 
Himself in the name of manhood. 


Yet he dared in the Lord’s congregation, 
When thinking the Lord wasn't in, 

To stand with his hat on, and sternly 
Persist in the damnable sin, 

And was put into jail five long minutes, _ 
Was tried, and released by a flaw 

Connecting the “rude and indecent,” 
And rudely defeating the law. 


Ike Archibald! Sinful, rebellious, 
Five minutes in jail isn't long, 

But look out! A court that is higher 
Than Elgin’s shall right ev’ry wrong, 

And Salvation's Army—no longer 
Down-trodden—shall witness the woe 

Of Inaac when sentenced to languish | 
Five mighty long minutes below. 

——1970-9—————— 


Kelso's Books. 


` Permit me to call again the attention of 
the many readers of Tax Trura SEEKER to 
Colonel Kelso's works, and especially his 
last, **Spiritualism Sustained.” This book 
givs an orthodox the exquisit pleasure of 
being basted over the head with his own 
cudgel. The clergy affect to hate Spiritual- 
ism most intensely. Imagin their horror to 
find the object of their hatred and abuse 
proven true from the mouth of their own 
witness. 1 was with Colonel Kelso when he 
prepared and delivered the first lecture in 
‘Spiritualism Sustained.” I heard the wail 
of anguish and righteous indignation that 
‘“went up” to heaven from the mouth of tle 
Sky-pilot who supposed he was the exclusiv 
mouth-piece for the little flock of Bakersfie d, 
California. But when a full house greeted 
Colonel Kelso's lecture, and respectable peo- 
ple applauded it, the agony of the minister 
was very acute. '' Whom the gods wish to 
destroy, they first make mad." 

Sherman's march through Georgia mowed 
a wide swath through rebeldom, so are the 
writings of Colonel Kelso making deep in- 
roads in the rank and file of orthodoxy. 
Keep these works before the public. 

Fall River, Kan. P. Van Hxarr. 

eor 
The Widow Bemis’s Parrot. 

Mrs. Lucretia Bemis is a widow. Her hus- 
band was a sea captain, and when he died, 
about fifteen years ago, he left his wife, 
among other worldly goods, a large green 
parrot, versatil alike in plumage and in con- 
versational powers. This parrot was named 
Neptune—a modest tribute to the trident- 
bearing deity whose domain had been trav- 
ersed so often by old Captain Bemis. The 
widow Bemis enjoys the reputation of a de- 
voutly religious woman—a woman whose 
conversation and deeds are marked by a sin- 
gular piety. Since the demise of her beloved 
husband, she has lavished the wealth of her 
affections upon the parrot Neptune, and has 
devoted much time to teaching the bird 
religious hymns and phrases. 

The Folsom boys liv next door to Mrs. 
Bemis. There are three of them, and they 
are fifteen, eighteen, and nineteen years old 
respectivly. Their father is a blacksmith, 
2nd he is an industrious man, but these three 
boys are so wondrously shiftless that they 
appear to hav given themselvs over, body and 
soul, to the devices of Satan. About a 
month ago, these abandoned youths turned 


their diabolical attention to the beguiling of |- 


the widow Bemis’s parrot into sinful ways. 
From their back.door step they held artful 
discourse with the parrot as he perched in 
the window of the second-story back room, 
and ere long they taught the guileless and 
unsuspecting bird divers ribald words, pro- 
fane expletivs, and wicked phrases likely to 
cause a blush of shame, if not a thrill of hor- 
ror, when heard ia polite society. 

Last Saturday the widow Bemis happened 
to hear the parrot explode an oath, and to 
punish him for the shocking offense the 
proper dame locked him up in the garret for 
several days and fed him nothing but dry 
bread. On Tuesday she believed him suffi- 
ciently punished, and she brought him down 


into the sitting-room. The dejected counte- 
nance he wore, and the melancholy droop of 
his tail feathers, convinced Mrs. Bemis that 
Neptune was truly penitent, and thereat the 
good lady much rejoiced. : 

On Tuesday evening the regular old folks' 
prayer-meeting was held at Mrs. Bemis's, and 
the attendance was somewhnt larger than 
usual. 'The ceremonies had reached the most 
impressiv point when the parrot, who had 
maintained & gloomy silence all day, ejacu- 


lated, suddenly and in harsh, discordant 


tones, “Rats!” It would be hard to conceive 
of an interruption more mal apropos, more 
Shocking. . The widow Bemis made a plunge 
for the depraved bird, with the intention of 
incarcerating him again in the garret, but, as 
if he foresaw her design, the parrot ripped 


out a volley o! oaths so prodigiously shocking |: 


that the widow Bemis fell back and over on 
the floor and say there like one dead. 

Old Mr. Sawyer made a pass at Neptune 
with his cane, but all he did was to knock 
some veneering off the haircloth sofa. The 
profane bird thereupon opened out on Mr. 
Sawyer, and the hideous expletivs he rasped 
out drove that worthy old gentleman into an 
apoplectic fit. It seemed as if the bird had 
become possessed of seven devils; at any 
rate, never before had the ears of his auditors 
been burdened with such a flood-tide of 
ribaldry and profanity as he launched out 
from his perch at the back of the haircloth 
sofa. . 

The widow Bemis swore out & warrant 
against the Folsom boys yesterday, aud Jus- 
tice Kersten will hear both sides of the inter- 
esting story. The widow claims that the 
boys hav corrupted her parrot to such a de- 
gree that he no longer delights in goodness, 
but takes pleasure only in heathenish prac- 
tices and sinful conversation.—JVew Haven 
Register. 


BIBLE MYTHS 
g AND THEIR 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


The objectof the work 1s to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Lestaments abound; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaniug. 


g . 
“It is unquestionably true that the results of a 


rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else so accessible as they are now made 
in the work betore us."—N. Y. Sua, 

1vol.8vo. Cloth, About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.50. 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 


A OOMPEND OF THE NATURAL Laws oF Im-| 


DUSTRIAL PRODUCTION AND 
; ExonaNGxE. 
By J. K. Inearts, author of ‘‘ Social Wealth.” 


Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ELEMENTS 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY 


HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS AND 
FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 


By Prof sa. M. Couisger, A.M. 


This book is just what the busy world of to-day J. 


needs—a perfect compendium ot history from 2,000 
years B.C., on up to 1883, allin a nutshell._—Himina 
Stenker. 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place; in the family it would be no 
less important, as conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Witon. | 

Mr. Cottinger’s intentions 1n writing this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable; it may 
be commended as fulfilling its purpose of a con- 
cise and interesting historical text-book.—Milwau- 


kee Sentinel. . . 
PRICE, CLOTH, $1. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER 


DEATH IMPROBABLE. 
By L. R. SMITH, 
Pamphlet, 32pp., 12mo, - Price, 10 cents. 
Published and for sale by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


DID JESUS CHRIST RISE FROM 
THE DEAD? 
The Hhidenees for the Resurrection Tried 
and Found Wanting. 
By Saladin, ‘ 


PRICE, - 25 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Hract Ratios in Its 
Acquirement and Apportionment, i 

By J. K. INGALLS. ; 

Price, Cloth, - = $1 00. 


Addrese THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Paine Vindicate! 


—0— 


A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Observer's slanderous attacks ` 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 
both -the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT &. INGERSOLL. 
—o0—. 

The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this. pamphlet should be circulated every- 
Where in vindication. 

TOGETHER WITH 


A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to.prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


"pp. Price 15 cents. 


Addresa THE TRUTH REEKER CO. 


Mottoes for Freethinkers. 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the ** God-bless-our- 
home” placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 221-2. The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 
readings: 


$i THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTROL . 
s THE WORLD. 


SUPERSTITION IS THE OHILD OF SLAVERY. : 


n 


UNIVERSAL MENTAL LIBERTY. - 


H : 
H : 
: . 
: THE TIME TO BE HAPPY IS NOW, H 
: AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY I8 HERE. : 
teeseosesososceeeoseresccssoooresseieeeseseneeees ess 
TIPP Pesshhhhthe ttn eee hte then os 
: NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE : 
: TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. : 


THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY; 
TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. 


The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. 
For Freethought societies there is a large card 
22 x 15inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 30 
cents. Any of these will be sent postpaid, securely 
Wrapped, on receipt of price. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Fathers of Our Republic, 


Paine, Jefferson, Washington, 
Franklin. 


A LECTURE delivered before the Tenth Annual 
Congress of the American Secular Union, 
in Chickering Hall, New York 
November 13, 1880. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 


Price 15 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


KERSEY GRAVES'S WORKS. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cents, 


Bible of Bibies; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a deacription of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thorsand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
deli:eation of the characters of the principal 
pereonages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
ami tation of their doctring. Price, $1 75. 


The World’s Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious -history, which disclose. the oriental 
origin of all the doctrines, principies, precepts. 
and miracles of the Christian New Testament 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
history of sixteen oriental crucified gods. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


REPLY 
TO REV. L. A. LAMBERTS 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL’ 
By B. W. Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of the Catholio priest* 
Historica] misstatements. 


Price, Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 cents. 
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BOT. 


Agents for the Trath Seeker. 


: OALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles.. ” 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
. OANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 1'70 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. | 
COLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
. . ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 


KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 
MAINE. : 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield.(Post-office, Smyrna 4. 
Mills). ; 
; MASSACHUSETTS. 

Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 

MIÓHIGAN. 


A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
S. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 466. 
Chas. Sach, 188 S. Division St., Grand Rapids. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
] . MISSOURI. : i 
Phillip Roeder, 322 Olive st., St. Louis. 
E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 
Lang & Co., 709 Olive st., 3t. Louis. 
NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. 
‘Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
‘Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe at.. Brooklyn. 
Henry Adler, cor. Essex and Grand streets. 


OHIO. 
` N. Hexter, 303 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
` OREGON. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. . 
W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
. TENNESSEE. ` 
Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
TEXAS. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
.T..Theo. Colwick, Norse. ^ 
; UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 
ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


Robt. G. Incersoll’s 


OPHNING SPEECH TO THE JURY 


in the suit of the 
Bankers’ and Merchants’ 
graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 


So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
Speech that Tae TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


Tele- 


q X: .QOYTX RIP 
EAR X"SQUARB; 
po 


The Church of Praetieal Religion. 


BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Unele Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 

. wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. : 


For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


S. P, Putnam’s Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 


Its Scientific Solution, with some Oriticisms of 
Universology. Price,.20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri 
ean Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
* A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power ; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day.”— Joni 
Swinton’s Paper. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
iu rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In. 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown there is much in harmony between 


them. Price, 10 ots. k 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to mo, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—DR. Henny W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 


other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 


Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 
version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 
cents. 

For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OQ. 
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Col. Kelso's Works. mhe Public Schools 


The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 
hammer Logic unsurpassed.”  8vo., 888pp.; 
silk cloth, $3. 


Deity Analyzed and the Devil’s De- 
fense. A thorough analysis of the 


claims for the existence of the Bible deity, and 
an examination in verse of the charges gener- 
ally brought against his Satanic majesty. 
12mo. 466pp., *1.50. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 


Infidel Death Beds. 
By G. W. FOOTE. 


Price, - - - - 25 cents. 
f Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


HOW TO STRENGTHEN 
THE MEMORY; 
OR, 
Natural and Seientifle Methods of 


Never Forgetting. 
By M. L. HOLBROOK, M.D. 


12mo, 160 pp. - - = = $1.00 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 La'ayette Pl., New York. 
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Calendar for 1887, 


Liberty. 


Freethought Abroad, - 


] CDC SI CSE 


Putnam, - z z 
The Parson. 


NEW YORK: 


THE 


ruth Seeker Annual 


— AND — 


dfreethinhers' Almanac, | 
1987. 


. 287.) 


**DITb + ILLUSTRATIONS. + 


comiTTEITTS. 


Freethought in the United States, 1886, - 
Address by Grover Cleveland, 
The Coming Dawn. By D. Louis Bodge, 


Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the 
States and Territories of the United States, 


The Right to Testify.: By F. M. Holland, - 
The American Secular Union. By Samuel P. 


A Story. By Si Slokum, 


AND THE : 


Catholie Church. 


—-— . d 
By L. K. Washburn. . 
—0— 
© EXTRAOT.. 1 

“I could pronounce n» benediction upon Ro 
manism. Ith sdone mischief enougn to deserve 
transportation for life. I regard Roman Chris- 
tianity as the worst form of tyranny. It com- 
mands the arm to work and the brain to die: it 
feeds faith and starves thought; it loves opp~es- 
sion and hates liberty. It has given falsehood a 

crown and truth a scaffold.” 


PRICE, 5 CENTS. 
Addross THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Piace, New York. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 


Price 10 cents. 
Address Tue TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, it is now known to be the work of W. 
|! H. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents. ` More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. 
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PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions, 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates ` 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write. 
The Bonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Earl 
of Essex and his bride, a.D., 1590. By Wu. HENRY 
Bourg. Price, 25 cents. 


For sale at this office. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 
‘Khe Greatest of ail Ant!-Bibit- 
eal Works. 

By THOMAS PAINE, 


. ‘The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, e gute Six copies for 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: "A few more suck 
flaming arguments . . . will not leave num- 
bers at'a loss to decide on the propriety of asepa- 


ration.” ; 
Price, 35 cents, 


For either of these works, or any of Paine's 
writings, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


VOLT AIRES ROMANCES. 


CONTENTS : 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.— Zadig 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princes: 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowus. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature. Microniegad c 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the White 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Ohinese.—Plato's Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid paper. With 6% 
opgravings. Price, cloth, beveled boards, $2.00. 
Half calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE DAWNING, 


A NOVEL. 


the 


** Oh, heaven! Apollo is once more among 
now 


herdsmen of Admetus, and the herdsmen 
not it is the Sun-god !” 


An octavo volume of nearly 400 pages, bound 


cloth. Price, $1.50. 


Address Tur TRUTH BrEKER Co, 
3 98 Lafayette Place, New York 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 

From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION. 

Price, 50 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH BEEKER CO. 


WORKS OF O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. — 
Christianity a Reward for Crime. 
Authenticated by the Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 29 pages, - - - 10c. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 


Paper, 12mo; 47 pages, - - - 150 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper; 12mo, 95 pages, 25c. 


A Masonic Vindication of Right. 
A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 86 pages, =- - = - 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

98 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America. 


BY A CAPITALIST. 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and “bowing how it is almost 
1mpossible that the people sbonld be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remedy, the author thinks. is in communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it will be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. 


Paper.50c; cioth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
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PRICE, 25 CENTS 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


OR, ] 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 
BY 
H. J. SEIGNEURET, 
Secularist. 
Price, - - 2 z 


HISTORY 
OF THE 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 
By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 


Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $8 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
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diews of the Week. 


Many business men are making an activ 
fight against the Saturday half-holiday, and 
many workingmen are more in want of work 
than a holiday. It is believed that Saturday- 
afternoon work will therefore be generally 
resumed after this month. 

Seventy-two liquor 
sellers were arrested in 


THE ORDER OF CREATION. 


A Discussion Between 
Gladstone, axiey, Muller, 
Linton, Beeville. 

On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
CONTENTS: 

I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. By Hon. ; 
W. E. Gladstone. -> 

II. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 

preters of Natnre. By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 

III. Postscript to Bolar Myths. By Prof. Max 

niler. 


this city last Sunday. 


A Fate in honor of the 
centenary of the Ameri- 
“can Constitution will be 
held at the Crystal Pal- 
ace in London Sept 17th. 


Emerror Franois Jo- 
SEPH, of Austria, has 
conferred upon M. Pas- 
teur the decoration of 
the Order of the Iron 
Crown, with the title of 
baron. 

Tux Progressiv Labor 
party, composed of the 
expelled portion of Henry 
George’s United Labor 
party, will probably go 
into politics this fall with 
a county ticket. 


Tue Socialists of Rot- 
terdam, Holland, tried to 
giv one of their agitators 
a reception on the 7th 
inst., but a crowd stoned 
the building in which 
the reception was held, 
and tore down and 
burnt a Socialist flag. 
Several men forced an 
entrance into the house 
and smashed the Social- 
ist emblems, and made 
ageneral wreck of the 
furniture. The Socialists 
fled through a back door. 


Dr. MoGLYNN had a big congregation at 
the Academy of Music last Sunday evening. 
The collection amounted to $299.87. 


Tuz Theater Royal at Exeter, England, 
was burnt last week during a play. The 
theater was Crowded, and more than oné 
hundred persons perished. 


Tue Rev. O. F. Ingolsby, Campbellite, was 
arrested at Starkey, N. Y., last week, on & 
charge of grand larceny. It is claimed that 
he secured $2,000 by false representations. 


Piymours church was reopened last Sun- 
day, and the Rev. Mr. Willis preached, but 
there is still no indication as to who will be 
chosen to rattle around permanently in Mr. 
Beecher's pulpit. 


Taz colored Methodists of Nyack, N. Y., 
had a pleasant church reception one evening 
last week. Prince Hankerson was fatally 
shot during the religious festivities, and there 
was & lively and satisfactory row. 


A ooLoRED minister and Prohibition orator 
named Jackson, well supplied with ecclesias- 
tical credentials, cashed a bogus $800 check 
in Atlanta, Ga., the other day, preached an 
effecliv sermon, and then skipped. 


SunpAY-NIGHT secular concerts are forbid- 
den in New York, and all who want music 
on that evening must take the sacred variety. 
Policemen are detailed to attend Sunday- 
evening concerts to arrest secular musicians. 


THE congregation in attendance upon a 
revival meeting at Needmore, Tenn., fell 
through the floor of & church last Saturday 
night. Sixty or seventy people are reported 
to hav been injured, one man fatally and 
many seriously. 


Tax aldermen and mayor of New York in. 
vited Mrs. Cleveland to take part in the 
ceremony of presenting testimonials to the 
firemen of this city who hav distinguished 
themselvs for bravery. The invitation said 
nothing about the president, and Mrs. Cleve- 
land declined on the ground that she could 
not properly participate in any public’ cere- 
mony in which her husband took no part. 


An open-air indignation meeting was held 
at Mitchellstown, Ireland, Sept. 8th, to 
protest against the prosecution of Editor 
O’Brien for inflammatory remarks made at a 
previous meeting. Seven thousand persons 
were present, and when a reporter and an 
escort of police attempted to push to the 
front they were assaulted with clubs and 
stones. The police fired into the crowd, and 
two men were killed outright. 
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yr HALF OF THE XXX CHAPTERS Of GENESIS, 
8x 
b. JACOB & HIS WIVES V HANDMAIDS AMUSE THEMSELVES, 


IV. Proem to Genesis : 


A. Plea for a Fair Trial. 
By Hon. W. E. Giadstone. 

V. Dawn of Creation. An Pha a Mr. Glad- 
stone. By Albert Revi 

VI. uu Gladstone and Genesis. 


This is a new book and contains the latest discus- 
sion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of the 


| participants are & guarantee of its able character. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth. 75 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl.,New York. 
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WHILE THE MONKEY BLUSHES, 
N AND 


i. Ye SLINHS OFF TO HIDE HIS SHAME:! 


S nea EIN 


" 


Odds and Gnds. 


Omana man: “Talk about your reformers and 


: philanthropists, I hav hit on a plan way ahead of 


them all.” Friend : ' Going to make this earth a 
heaven, eh?” “Pretty near it. You know that 
nearly all the crimes and offenses against good 
order are committed by men under the influence 
of Jiquor.” * Yes," "And that a large proportion 
of these men are perfectiy inoffensiv when sober.” 
* Certainly." “ But, nevertheless, after they hay 
Served their terms; they are let out; and as quick 
as they drink they are as dangerous as before." 


" Of course." * Well, I propose to hav the word | 


‘t dangerous’ tattooed on the end of their noses, 
but in white letters so 1t won't be seen.” “What 
eartbly good wil that do?" “ Why, don’t you 
see? The word will become visible as quick as 
they begin to diink again and their noses get 
red," 

DEACON B8HARPLEY'8 LAWN-MOWER, AND WHY HE 

SHOULD HAY A BELL-PUNCH. 

“I tell you what,” said a suburban friend of the 
Listener, as the street-car conductor came around 
bearing & particularly big and imposing bell- 
punch, '*'there's a deacon in our church that 
ought to be made to carry one of those things 
when he makes his collections, if ever anybody 
ought to be made to wear one.” 

" Why; what has the deacon done?” 

“TH tell you the whole story, and when I've 
done I want to know whether, if it had happened 
to you, it wouldn't hav destroyed your contidence 
in somebody. You see, I liv next door to Deacon 
Baarpley, and my yard is separated from his just 
by a light picket fence. I was whacking away at 
the grass on my little lawn the other mght witha 
gras8-hook ; I was just finishing the jvb, and won- 
dering whether I should ever be rich enough to 
swell out with & Jawn-mower, when the deacon 
came out and leaned over the fence. ‘See here,’ 
said he, ‘ you’re getting quite 4 lawn here, aud so 
amI. We don’t either of us hav quite enough 
business for a lawn-mower, and together we 
might hav. Say we go snucks on one?’ I told 
him that I thought it was a good idea, and would 
go in with him on a machine. He said he would 
manage the purchase, and would tell me how 
much half the cost was. So I let him go on and 
buy the lawn-mower, and he brought a receipted 
bill for $12.50 in his own name. I gave him the 
16.25. aud left the machine and the receipt in his 
hands. 

* About two weeks after that—I'd seen the dea- 
con shoving the lawn-mower around in his yard 
in great style in the mean time—I thought my 
grass had got up enough to warrant cutting; and 
I went over to the deacon's to get the machine. 
The deacon was out, they said, but the lawn- 
mower was down at Mr. Smith's. I thought it 
was a little queer that the deacon had lent our 
machine, but I went down to Smith's and got it. 
Ithought they looked a little cross when I took it; 
but I took it just the same and mowed my lawn. 
Next night the deacon came and got it again and 
mowed away awhile in his back-yard. A few days 
after that I thought it was about time to mow 
once more,and went over to the deacon's atter 
the machine. No machine anywhere around. I 
asked at the back door : 

“t Where's the lawn-mower?' 


By Prof. T. H, | 
uxley 
VII. A Protest anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
on 


| Gems of Thought. — 


Turres wou'd be justice in a few men owning 
the air and farming it out to those who wish to 
sustain life, equal to a few owning all the Jand 
and a portion of the water. All are equally gifts 
of nature, and all men hav a birthright inherit- 
ance in each.—D. M. Bennett. 


Ir, by neglect of its wings, an eagle should sink 
to a dodo, it would then recognize only the laws 
of dodo lite. For the dodos 
of humanity, did not one 
believe in a consuming fire 
and an outer darkness, 
what would be left us but 
an ever-renewed Alasf It 
is truth and not impeturba- 
bihty that a man’s nature 
requires of him ; 1t is help, ` 
not the leaving of cards at 
doors; that will be recog- 
nized as the test; it is love; 
and. no amount-of flattery, 
that will prosper; differ- 
ences wide as that between 
a gentleman and a cad will 
contrast to a hair's breadth 
in that day; the customs of 
trade and the picking of 
pockets will go together, 
with the greater excuse for 
the greater need and the 
less knowledge; liars, the 
most gentlemanlike and the 
most rowdy, will go as liars 
~—the first clars ehall belast 
and the last firat.—Macdon- 
ald's Mary Marston. 

ALL the religions and all 
the sects are in a state of 
flux. Even the Roman 
Catholic church, anchored 
though it be by the solid 
continent of institutions 
nearly two thousand years 
old, is yet partially afloat 
and issolving. It, too, has 
its two parties, the fixed 
and the movable. All the 
leading religions; the. He- 
brew, the Christian,- the 
Mohammedan, the Hindoo, 
the Confucian, hav been 


THE CURTAIN DROPS.—(Read your Bibles at Gen. xxix and xxx.) 


* * Mr. Smith came and got it a little while ago,’ 
Baid the deacon's daughter. 

Mr. Smith! What business had he with our 
machine? I didn't ask, but I trotted down to 
Smith's. I foand Smith very complacently oiling 
the lawn-mower, and apparently getting it ready 


| for action. 


t‘ Well, said I, *I came over after that lawn- 
mower, but as you seem to be getting ready to use 
it; I suppose I can wait.' 

“t Hum,’ said he, ‘I guess the deacon and I keep 


; ib pretty buay.’ 


** * 8o it seems; said I, kind of sarcastically. 

* Well, we hav got to get our money's worth 
out of it, you know,’ says he. 

“That struck me as a mighty queer remark; and 
I couldn't belp saying, 

“ ‘I should think you'd want to get one yourself.’ 

“t Well, says he, looking up a little surprised, 
‘Town half of this one.’ 

“*You—you own half of this?’ says I, aston- 
ished. 

“< Why; certainly,’ said he ; ‘Deacon Sharpley 
and I bought this lawn-mower together.’ 

“I tell you that took me completely down. The 
deacon had completely played us off, one against 
the other, and had got me to pay for one-half the 
machine, and Smith the other, calculating to get 
the use of it to mow all his own grass for nothing. 
If he had been as cautious as he was sharp, and 
kept the machine in his own barn, or else insisted 
on going after it himself, I suppose he might hav 
kept-a-going that way. But since we've found it 
out, Smith and I get along first-rate, but the dea- 
con has to hire an Irishman to mow his grass wiih 
a scythe. 

“ And that’s the reason why I think the deacon 
ought to carry a bell-punch when he takes up a 
collection. Don’t you think it would be a gooa 
scheme ?'"—Bosi(on Transcript. 


BOOKS FUR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. By Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. The Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children’s Story-Book ever issued. 66 full-page 


and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heavy’ 


toned paper, broad margins, uminated 


covers; 460. 224 pp., bds., $1. 


Two Little Red Mittens. A Story 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Batter 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


A pples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
e Young Folks. By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for goung masters and misses, hag 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued ata reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. 
Photograph of the author which adds very 


much to the value of the volume. 
Tae Youth's Liberal Guide. By 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M, Price; $1.00.. This 


volume aims atthe education of youth in the 
principles of Freethought, at the same time 
that it inculcates moral duties and human 
rights from astandpoint of pure reason and 
gommon sense ddress THE RUTH 


. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 


vestigation. Revised Edition. 


46 een. 


This new edition haa a} 


This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions, 
with numerous references and citations; that 

_are contradicted in terms by the same number 
of other propositions in the same book. Price 


breeding in the last fifty 

years a race of souls too 
* large or too free to stay 

within them. They all hav 

the ex-members or those 

just ready to step out. 
And all the denominations are in commotion; a 
part of the membership going backward, a part 
forward, and a part trying in vain to stand still 
between the two parties.—W. J. Putter 

THE profoundly religious man of to-day never 
recognizes the identity between himself and the 
object of his worship; but he sees the applicabil- 
ity of this principle in times and among people 
having couceptions of God that are gross and low. 
The enlightened Christian readily admits this to 
be true of the ignorant savage. The well-informed 
Christian and the enlightened Hebrew of to-day 
admit that many of the Old Testament represent- 
ativs of G'd are very imperfect, and they apolo- 
gize for their grossness by saying that God, in 
those days. accommodated himself to the rude; 
ignorant of the people; since they were unable to 
entertain any conception of God unless he were a 
being hke themselvs. But it is just as certain 
that the conception of God by the theologians of 
to-day is a conc-ption of the nature of man; and 
whenever the Theist has recourse to volition to 
supply the nexus between cause and effect, he un- 
consciously invests nature-with his own human 
personality. — Underwood. 


We blame Knox for his intolerance. Well, 
surely it is good that each of us be as tolerant as 
possible. Let, at bottom, after all the talk there 
i8 and has been about it, what is tolerance? Tol- 
erance has to tolerate the un-essential; and to see 
well what that is. Tolerance has to be noble, 
measured, just in its very wrath, when it can tol- 
erate no longer. But, on the whote, we are not 
here altogether to tolerate! We are here to re- 
sist; to control and vanquish withal. We do not 
“ tolerate ? falsehoods, thieveries; in quities, when 
they fester on us; we say to them: Tuou art false, 
thou art not tolerable! We are here to extin- 
guish falsehoods and put an end to them, in some 
wise way! I will not quarrel so much with the 
way; the doing of the thi gis our great concern. 
‘Iu this sense Knox was, full surely, intolerant. 
—Carivle’s Hero- Worship. 


Bur Jesus turned unto Peter and said unto 
him : Get thee behind me, Satan; for thou art an 
offense unto me ; for thou savorest not the things 
that be of God, but those that be of men.—Matt. 
xvi, 28; also Maric viti, 33. 


Let not this weak, unknowing hand 
Presume thy bolts to throw ; 
Nor deal damuation round the land 
On each I judge thy foe. 
If I am right. thy grace impart, 
Suli imn the right to stay; 
If Iam wrong. oh, teach my heart 
To find the better way ! 
—Pope's Un'versal Prayer. 
Tur food of hope 
Ts meditated action i robbed of this 
Her sole support, she languishes and dies. 
We perish also; for we liv by hope 
And by desire; we see by the glad light, 
` We breathe the sweet air of futurity, 
And so we liv; or else we hav no life. 
— Wordsworth. 
Dors any man doubt that, if there were taken 
out ¢f men’s minds vain opinions, flattering hopes, 
false va uations, IMaginauons as one would, and 
the like, but it wouid leave the minc sof a number 
of men poor shrunken things, full of melancholy 
and indisposition and unpleasing to themselvs? 
—Bacoms Essays. 
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dotes and Clippings. 


Ir is reported that the inquest into the 
Mitchellstown, Ireland, riot reveals shameful 
brutality on the part of the police. No 
doubt. : 

A MAN stood on the street in New York 
one day last week soliciting alms.. From his 
neck hung a placard. stating that while driv- 
ing a beer wagon in Kentucky he had been 
struck by lightning and rendered permanently 
deaf and dumb. His affliction was regarded 
as a divine warning against driving beer 
wagons until he was discovered to be an 
impostor, with his organs of speech and hear- 
ing in a normal condition, He was sent to 
the workhouse for six months. 

Tux united German trades hav issued a 
manifesto addressed: “The workingmen of 
the United States of North America.” It 
denounces all who had any part in the trial 

‘of the Chicago Anarchists except the con- 
- demned men and their supporters, and it says: 
“ The judgment of blood is not yet executed. 
Let every man do his duty and it will never 
be." It is understood that the condemned 
men will not petition for clemency, but ex- 
pect a commutation of sentence. . 
Eprrog Bowen, of the orthodox Independ- 
ent, left a horse and phaeton in front of his 
office the other day, and somebody got in and 
drove off with the rig. The Rev. Wm. Tully, 
of Hurricane, W. Va.. slipped while going up 
stairs, and a pistol in his pocket was dis- 
charged, the ball traversing his body and 
killing him. The Rev. J. L. Danner, of Pat- 
terson, N. J., fell in his own yard and broke 
his leg. Owing to the large number of spar- 


rows prevalent at this season of the year, 
these good and faithful servants are supposed 
to hav escaped divine notice. 


A ooRRESPONDENT of a London journal 
says: “A friend of mine, not long since, 
overheard a devotee interpreting to a-poor 
woman the ceremony accompanying the 
penance of Ash Wednesday. The priests on 
that day, as he marks the penitent’s forehead 
with ashes, pronounces the text: ‘ Pulvis es 
et in pulverem veverterís On coming out of 
chapel, this poor woman asked the devotee 
‘What the words were?’ ‘They’re Latin; 
that’s what they are.’ ‘But what do they 
mane?’ ‘Sure it’s what they always says on 
Ash: Wednesdays.’ ‘Yes, but what's the 
manin’ of it? ‘Oh, the manin’ of it? Well, 
its this way, it is. It manes, in a way of 
spakin’, ** If it don't do you no good, it won't 
do you no harrum.” ?? 


Wms. ANDREWS, a resident of Caldwell 
county, N.C., asks the press to help him 
catch David Knight, a Baptist minister, who 
has deserted his wife and twelve children 
and eloped with Mrs. Martha Andrews, his 
mother-in-law. Mr. Andrews wrote the notice 
himself, and the following is a verbatim et 
literatim copy of it: “On or about the last of 
August 1887. David Kuight and Martha An- 
drews run away together said Knight a bap- 
tist minister about five feet nine inches high 
dark complection Black beard some grey and 
when he preached or prays be makes a curious 


| noise when he draws his breath he left a wife 


and twelve children and wife bed sick and 
not expected to live and the woman his 
mother-in-law and wife of Martin Andrews. 
She left her husband and one child. She has 
& wart or mole on the side of her nose near 


her eye and a small woman her age is about 
48 and has two living husbands at this time.” 


Tue patriotic Italians commemorated the 
other day by a parade the taking of Rome 
from Pope Pius 1X. in 1870. Mayor Hewitt 
received a letter from a citizen of Albany ad- 
vising him not to review the procession. He 
replied that ‘‘it has been customary for the 
mayor, when requested, to review from the 
City Hall steps any respectable body of citi- 
zens, and in this instance he would not de- 
part from the usage of his predecessors, even 
at the risk of personal misrepresentation or 
of the loss of political prestige.” 


A OCnioaGoAN, lately returned from Bar 


Harbor, Me., tells a curious story of the 
system by which drinks are served to those 
who desire them. ‘‘I went to the hotel 
clerk," he said, “and expressed my opinios 
of his town in very lurid terms. He asked 
me what was the matter, and I made no 
bones about telling him that I wanted a drink, 
and that I didn't think much of the hotel that 
didn't provide them for its guests. ‘ Well,’ 
he said, ‘I can’t giv you anything, but I hav 
a friend, and maybe he can. I'll giv you 
a line to him.’ Then he told me how to find 
his friend, and gave me a card bearing this 
inscription, * Please save this man’s life.’ The |. 
card was efficacious, and I went back to the 
clerk and told him I wanted a pack of them.” 


Not long ago an English parson, or curate, 
while passing by a house, had his dignity 
ruffied by a small stone, accidentally thrown 
in his direction by a boy of eight. The par- 
son went home and wrote a letter to the lad’s 
father demanding reparation. The parent 
paid no attention to his letter, and another 


written by the’ clergyman was equally in- 
effectiv. The parson took the matter to 
court with the avowed determiuation of find- 
ing out whether English law could not protect 
clergymen from insults, intended or other- 
wise, by people of low degree. He was igno- 
miniously sat upon by the judge and had the 
costs for his trouble. The London Judy has 
done the case up in rhyme, after the follow- 
ing manner: 


Good people all, giv serious ear 

To my sad song, and you shall hear 

A tale that well may prompt a tear 
And banish all your glee; 

Oh, hearken to the dread event 

That happened to a reverend gent; 
Who livs near Salisbury. 


As forth he walked in saintly state, 
A h^rrid ruffian, aged eight, 
A pebble threw across a gate—- 
A pebble smooth and wee; 
It was not for the parson meant, 
But oh, it scared the reverend gent, 
Who hvs near Salisbury. 


“Base child !" exclaimed the grand divine, 
“ Betwixt your social rank aud mine 
The gulf is great, as I opine, 
And as yourself shall see ; 
For you shall find it is no joke 
To frighten thus a rev»rend bloke, 
Who livs near Salisbury.” 


The horrid ruffian, aged eight, 

Was brought before the magistrate 

Next day, to answer for his great 
Assault and battery. 

But, sad to say, the jadgment went 

Against, not sor, the reverend gent, 
Who livs near Salisbury! 


Not only did he lose the day 
And see his summons cast away; 
But he had all the costs to pay, 
Which came to one pound three. 
Alack ! it was a sad event 
To happen to a reverend gent, 
Who livs near Salisbury. 
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Secularism. B, 
A CONTRIBUTION TO THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE. 
BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 

Author of “ Physical Education,” “The Secret of the East,” etc. 


IIl.—Menrat Maxims. 
CHAPTER IX —P£RSEVERANCE. - 
A,—Lessons of Instinct. 


In the course of evolution from brute to man some 

of our organs have been bighly developed by constant 
use, while others have been stunted by habitual dis 
use. In special adaptions of the sense of touch and 
sight, for instance, man surpasses all his fellow-creat- 
ures, most of whom, in turn, surpass him in the 
acuteness of their olfactory organs. An analogous 
result seems to have been produced by the exercise or 
neglect of certain mental faculties and dispositions. 
The instinct of enterprise, for instance, has been de- 
veloped from rather feeble germs of the animal soul, 
while the instinct of perseverance appears to have lost 
something of its pristine energy. The African ter- 
mite ant rears structures which, in' proportion to the 
size of the builders, surpass the pyramids as a moun- 
tain surpasses the monuments of the mound-builders. 
By the persistent cooperation of countless genera- 
tions the tiny architect of the coral reefs has girt a 
continent with a rampart of sea-walls. The prairie 
wolf will follow a trail for half a week. The teeth of 
a mouse are thinner and more brittle than a darning 
needle, yet by dint of perseverance gnawing mice 
manage to perforate the stoutest planks. Captive 
prairie dogs have been known to tunnel their way 
through forty feet of compact loam. 
: An instinct, which one might be tempted to call a 
love of perseverance for its own sake, seems some- 
times to influence the actions of young children. 
There are boys whose energies seem to be roused by 
the resistance of inanimate things. J have seen lads 
of eight or nine years hew away for hours at knotty 
logs which even a veteran woodcutter would have 
been pardoned for flinging aside. There are school . 
boys, not otherwise distinguished for love of books, 
who will forego their recess sports to puzzle out an 
arithmetical problem of special intricacy. 

Our desultory mode of education hardly tends to 
encourage that disposition which, nevertheless, is now 
and then apt to develop into a permanent character 
trait. There are young men who will act out a self- 
determined program of study or business with per- 
sistent disregard of temporary hardships, and pursue 
even minor details of their plan with a resolution only 
strengthened by difficulties. The moral ideals of 
antiquity seem to have been more favorable to the 
development of that type of character, which also 
manifests itself in the national policy of several 
ancient republics, and the inflexible consistency of 
their legal institutions. d 

B.—REWARDS OF CONFORMITY. 


The advantages of perseverance are not too readily 
admitted by the numberless victims of that facile dis- 
position that loves to ascribe its foibles to the * ver- 
satility of genius,” or a high-minded “aversion to 
pedantic routine ;” yet now, a3 in the days of yore, 
life reserves its best rewards for the most persistent 
` competitors. Singleness of purpose, like a sharp 
wedge, forces its way through obstacles that resist 
many sided endeavors. The versatile poets and phi- 
losophers of Athens have wreathed her memory with 
unrivaled laurels, yet in the affairs of practical life 
her merchants were out-traded, her politicians out- 
witted, and her generals beaten by men whose na- 
tions had steadfastly followed a narrower but con- 
sistent policy. “Aut non tentaris aut perfice, 
“either try not, or persevere,” was a Roman proverb 
that made Rome the mistress of three continents. 
In the Middle Ages the dynasty of the Abbassides, 
as in modern times the house of the Hohenzollern, 
attained supremacy by persistent adherence to an 
established system of political tactics. Even question- 
able enterprises have thus been crowned with triumph, 
as the ambitions of the Roman pontiffs, and the pro- 
jects of Ignatius Loyola. ‘The chronicles of war, of 
industry, and of commerce abound with analogous 
lessons. Patient perseverance succeeds where fitiul 
vehemence fails. In countless battles the steadiness 
of British and North German troops has prevailed 
against the enthusiasm of their bravest opponents. 
The quiet perseverance of British colonists has pre- 
vailed against the bustling activity of their Gallic 
rivals, on the Mississippi and St. Lawrence, as well 
as on the Gangesand Indus. Steady-going business 
firms, consistently-edited journals, hold their own, 
and ultimately absorb their vacillating competitors. 
Dr. Winship, the Boston Hercules, held that the 
chances of an athlete “depend on doggedness of pur- 
pose far more than on hereditary physique.” Even 
the apparent caprices of Fortune are biased by the 
habit of perseverance. “In the Stanislaus mining- 
camp,” says Frederic Gerstaecker, “ we had a number 


of experts who seemed to find gold by a sort of sixth 
sense, and came across ‘indications’ wherever they. 
stirred the gravel of the rocky ravines. We called 
them ‘prospectors,’ and the brilliancy of their pros- 
pects was, indeed, demonstrated by daily proofs. 
But at the first frown of Fortune they would get dis- 
couraged, and remove their exploring outfit to an- 
other ravine. Most of the actual work was done by 
the ‘squatters,’ as we called the steady diggers, who 
would take up an abandoned claim and stick to it for 
weeks. Bragging was not their forte, but at the end 
of the season the squatter could squat down on a 
sackful of nuggets, while the prospector had nothing 
but prospects.” 
_ Q.—PERVERSION. 

The ambition of the ancients was encouraged by 
the conviction that life is worth living, and that 
all its social and intellectual summits can be reached 
by the persistent pursuit of a well-chosen road. But 
the basis of that confidence was undermined by 
a doctrine which denied the value of earthly exist- 
ence, and made the renunciation of worldly blessings 


the chief purpose of moral education. The pilgrim 
of life who had been taught to spurn earth as a vale |. 


of tears, and turn: his hopes to the promises of 
another world, was not apt to trouble himself about 
a consistent plan of secular pursuits, whicb, more- 
over, he had been distinctly instructed to trust to 
the chances of the current day: “Take no thought 


for the morrow;” “Take no thought for your life,. 


nor yet for your body . for after all these 
things do the gentiles seek.” 

Indecision, inconsistency, fickleness of purpose, 
vitiated the politics of the Christian nations through- 
out the long chaos of the Middle Ages, and in their 
features of individual character there is a strange 
want of that moral unity and barmony which the 
consciousness of an attainable purpose gave to the 
national exemplars of an earlier age. 

The Rationalistic reaction of the last two centuries 
has greatly modified the moral ideals of the Caucasian 
nations; the legitimacy of secular pursuits is more 
generally recognized, but still only in a furtive, hesi- 
tating manner, and the glaring contrast of our daily 
practice with the theories of a still prevalent system 
of ethics cannot fail to involve contradictions incom- 
patible with true consistency of principles and action. 

D.—PENALTIES OF NEGLECT. 

For thirteen hundred years the importance of per- 
severance in the pursuit of earthly aims was depre 
ciated by the ethics of Antinaturalism, and the word 
Faure is written in glaring. letters over the record 
of the physical, mental, and moral enterprises of all 
that period. The nations of northern Europe, whom 
the prestige of Rome surrendered to the power 
of popish priests, were giants in stature and strength, 
and the love of physical health was too deeply rooted 
in the hereditary constitution of those athletes to be 
at once eradicated by the machinations of spiritual 
poison-mongers. Yet the poison did not fail to assert 
its virulence. Athletic sports were still a favorite 
pastime of all freemen; but the gospel of the Nature- 
hating Galilean insisted on the antagonism of physi- 
cal and moral welfare; penances and the worship of 
cadaverous saints perverted the manlier ideals of the 
masses, the encouragement of ascetic habits and the 
enforced inactivity of convent life undermined the 
stamina of the noblest nations, and in the course of 


a few orthodox generations the descendants of the 


herculean hunter-tribes of northern Eurcpe became a 
prey to a multitude of malignant diseases. 

The love of knowledge still fed on the literary 
treasures of antiquity; the flame of philosophy was 
now and then rekindled at the still glowing embers 
of pagan civilization; but the doctrine of other- 
worldliness denounced the pursuit of worldly love, 
and science degenerated into a medley of nursery- 
legends and monkish fever-dreams. Men walked 
through life as Sindbad walked through the perils of 
the spirit-vale, in constant dread of spectral mani- 
festations, in constant anticipation of ghostly inter- 
ference with their earthly concerns, the pursuit of 
which all but the wisest undertook only in a desul- 
tory, tentative way, haunted by the idea that success 
in worldly enterprises could be bought only at the 
expense of the immortal soul. 

And how many thousand wanderers of our latter- 
day world have thus been diverted from the path of 
manful perseverance, and almost directly encouraged 
in the habit of palliating inconstancy of purpose with 
that “dissatisfaction and weariness of worldly vani- 
ties,” which the ethics of their spiritual educators 
commend as a symptom of regeneration! The voices 
of re-awakened Nature protest, but only with inter- 
mittent success, and the penalty of vacillation is that 
discord of modern life that will not cease till our 
system of ethics has been thoroughly purged from 
the poison of Antinaturalism. 

l E.—REFORM. 

That work of redemption should include an em- 
phatie repudiation of the natural depravity dogma. 
Our children should be taught that steadfast loyalty 
to the counsels of their natural reason is sufficient to 
insure the promotion of their welfare in the only 
world thus far revealed to our knowledge. The 
traditional concomitance of perseverance and medi- 


ocrity should be refuted by the explanation of its 
eause  Foralong series of centuries the predomi- 
nance of insane dogmas had actually made science a 
mere mockery, and application to the prescribed 
curriculum of the monastic colleges a clear waste of 
time—clear to all but the dullest minds. The 
neglect of such studies, of the disgusting sophistry 
of the patriotic and scholastic era, was, indeed, a 
proof of common sense, since only dunces and . 
hypocrites could muster the patience required to | 
wade through the dismal. swamp of cant, pedantry, _ 
and superstition which for thirteen centuries formed 
the mental pabulum of the pricst-ridden academics. 
Daring that era of pseudo-science and pseudo-meral- 
ity, of fulsome rant centered on a monstrous de- 
lusion, the eccentricity of genius was more than 
pardonable, being, in fact, the only alternativ of 
mental prostitution. The ideas of waywardness and 
mental superiority became thus associated in a way 
which in its results has wrought almost as much mis- 
chief as in its cause. The delusions of that idea 
have wrecked as many promising talents as indolence - 
and intemperence. 
The pupils of Secularism should be instructed to 
observe the benefits of perseverance in the pursuit 
of minor projects, and encouraged to apply that ex- 
perience to the higher probiems of life. Persever- 
ance should be recognized as the indispensable ally 
of loftiest genius as well as of the lowliest talent. 
Failure in secular enterprises should cease to be 
regarded as a symptom of divine favor; and for 
those who insist on claiming the protection of super- 
natural agencies, Goethe’s grand apostrophe to the 
Genius of Manhood* should be condensed in the 
motto that “ Heroic perseverance invokes the aid of 
the gods.” ` 


* Weibisches Klagen, biingliches Zagen 
Wendet kein Unglück, macht dien nicht frei : 
Allen Gewalten zum Trotz sich eshalten, 
Nimmer sich beugen, kräftig sich zeigen 
Rufet die Arme der Götter herbei. 


Our Country's Right to Make What It Pleases. 


Mr. F. M. Holland, in discussing the tariff ques- 
tion, represents it as being the question, * What 
business our government has to say we shall not buy 
our blankets, flannels, etc., as cheaply as we can.” 

Answer.—It will be time enough to discuss that 
question when the government makes the attempt. 
It is a mere misapprehension to say that in enacting 
a protectiv tariff the government deprives anyone of 
the power to buy anything as cheaply as he can. 
Each subject of the government keeps on buying as 
cheaply as he can after as well as before a protectiv 
tariff is enacted. In fact, a protectiv tariff, according 
to John Stuart Mill, is itself an instance of buying as 
cheaply as we can, since it is the act of a collectiv 
nationality in obtaining at the smallest possible cost 
the industrial privilege for each and all of its subjects 
or citizens of conducting a certain kind of industry at 
a profit to themselvs, which they could not otherwise 
conduct except at a loss. This right of * buying as 
cheaply as we can” inheres in the collectiv industrial 
body known as the nation as fully as it inheres in a 
private person. Whatever the nation deems essential 
to its. most healthy development or highest life it 
buys in the cheapest market, when it secures its 
advent or introduction by means of a protectiv tariff, 
whether it be an iron and steel manufacture, or grain 
and produce raising, or whatever other branch of 
industry. , 

Mr. Holland says: * Why should not the free 
American be able, like the Englishman, to purchase 
foreign-made goods, when they are cheaper and 
better than domestie products, without being taxed 
for it ?” 

Answer.—The Englishman has no such right. 
The highest duty imposed ön any foreign product by 
any tariff in the world is the English duty on tobacco 
of from 3s. 6d. to 5s. per pound, or from 1,200 to 
1,800 per cent, and about 400 per cent of this duty is 
imposed avowedly and outright for the protection of. 
the British tobaeco manufaeturer, and for no other 
purpose except the coincident one of revenue. 

Mr. Holland says: “The laborer is much better 
off under free trade in England than under,” ete. 

Answer.—Trade is not free in England. The 
application of the phrase “free” to English trade is 
& simple misnomer. Nearly the whole export trade 
of England is an enforced trade, forced on barbarian 
purchasers by English treaties obtained by fighting, 
by conquest, by fraud, and by false pretenses. Such 
is her trade with China, Japan, India, Turkey, 
Egypt, the African ports, Portugal, and Ireland. 

Mr. Holland says:I ascribe to the tariff the 
difference between wages in America, England, Ger- 
many, etc. 

Answer.—The tariff is one of several factors that 
influence wages, not the only one, as sunshine is one 
of several factors in influencing vegetable growth. 
But as sunshine implies conditions, such as soil, 
moisture, fertility, etc., so protection, which in prin- 
ciple covers every act by which organized society as 
a whole reinforces by its associated power the effort 
of the individual man, also implies conditions, viz., 
natural facilities for the production which is to be 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, SEPTEMBER 24, 1887. 


611 


protected, of such a éharacter that under protection: 


all the artificial facilities, viz., capital, skill, ete., will 
supply themselvs. . The concurrence of all these 
causes activity and fertility in production, and the 
division of the value produced between the two 
factors, capital and labor, givs rise to the rate of 
wages. In this way protection influences wages as 
sunshine influences vegetable growth; but as veg- 
etable growth cannot be exclusivly attributed to 
sunshine, so activity and abundance in production 
cannot be exclusivly ascribed to protection. It is 
sufficient that I hold it under proper concurring con- 
. ditions to be @ cause. It is unnecessary to misrep- 
resent me as holding it to be the cause. bx 
Mr. Holland does me the honor to inform me of 
something that Mr. J. Schoenhof has said or written. 
If I am rightly informed, Mr. Shoenhof is or was an 
authority on the value of hoop or felt skirts. I trust 
he has met with no misfortunes which lessep the 
weight of his opinion in matters relating to that busi- 
ness. 

‘Mr. Holland says his main reliance is “on the well- 
known fact of the prosperity of the Northern laborer 
during those years of low tariff before the war.” 

Answer.—Could Mr. Holland hav been born before. 
the war? ‘Could he hav lived in this country then? 
In the winter of 1853-4, and from then on to 1860. 
free soup-houses were opened at the cost of the 
importers’ in every ward in the city of New York, 
and the class of men and. women who now as the 
Labor party are asking for the earth, and a secretary 
of state of their own selection, were standing in long 
files before the soup-houses, haggard, wan, and hun- 
gry, waiting in line for hours to get their free soup. 
I myself lectured in 1853-4 on “ The Causes of the 
Present Hard Times” in several towns on the Hud. 
Son river three years before the Bankers' Crisis of 
1857. The crisis to labor preceded by so Jong the 
crisis in the money market. Instead of begging for 
bread at the hands of free soup-houses, independent 
labor now demands a division of the land between 
those who hav paid for it and those who hav not; to 
be obtained by taxing the former to the extent of 
what they hav paid or could get for it, and a division 
of the fund so raised among the latter in proportion 
to their needs, their merits, or their importunity and 

. impudence. If protection is justly answerable for 
- any sin, it is that of having given labor the big head. 
Mr. Holland next pleads that it is the free traders 

: who want manufacturers to flourish here. 
^ . Aniswer.—This plea will be valid when Mr. Hol- 
land succeeds in proving that he knows better what 
the interests of the manufacturers are than they 

know it themselvs. Not till then. 


. Mr. Holland's remarks concerning our ship-building 
.industry might become a boy ten years old. He says 
“our ship-building flourished during our colonial 
period, but has sunk into insignificance under our 
high tariff.” i 
Answer.—Does not Mr. Holland know that ocean- 
going American vessels hav had no protection as 
carriers, but hav been subjected to the perfect appli- 
cation of the free competition principle without sub 
sidies since 1816, while the British carrying trade has 
been subsidized out of the fund in the hands of the 
British board of admiralty to the amount of about 
$6,000,000 a year for the past forty years? Does he 
not know that it was only while vessels were built of 
wood and sailed with canvas that Americans could 
outbuild the English, but that in 1855, when steam 
and steel came to supersede wood and canvas, our 
commercial marine went into its typhoid condition of 
decline, right in the midst of the free trade period? 
Does he not know that David. A. Wells, Lieutenant 
Kelly of the navy. and all other free-ship hacks admit 
this cardinal fact? Does he not. know that the rea- 
son why Great Britain was better prepared to manu- 
facture iron and s'eel steamers than we was because 
from 1790 to 1842 she had protected her iron and 
Steel manufactures far more assiduously than we, and 
that from 1816 to 1830 her import duties on bar iron 
and most other forms of iron or steel were twice as 
heavy as our American duties on the like products? 
If he does not know these facts, he should learn 
them. If he does know them, he should know that 
it was Great Britain's protection to the iron and steel 
manufaeture that gave ber her precedence in iron and 
steel steamer building; that this precedence she con- 
firmed by annual subsidies without intermission; 
that our commercial marine has been running under 
ihe principle of a “ free carrying trade” for seventy 
years, without an atom of tariff protection and only 
during the '50's a bare sop or delusiv hope of sub 
sidy protection to some of our steamers. It is we 
that hav been applying free trade principles to our 
ocean-going vessels for seventy years, and yet most 
of our seribblers who assume to instruct publie 
opinion are 80 grossly ignorant or malignantly lying 
as to talk of our carrying trade being ruined by pro- 
tection and of England's as being built up by. free 
trade. Whittier's round-eyed oxen, chewing hay in 
their stalls, know more of American political economy 
- than such vealy charlatans. The ultimate test of 
Our institutions consists in the problem whether 


scrupulously deficient in their acquaintance with the 
facts assume to teach. i 

Mr. Holland indulges in the nonsense of measuring 
imports and exports as if they were & test of national 
or economic welfare. Does he not know that if New 
York city were set off under a separate government asa 
free city, her imports and exports would far exceed 
those of any country on earth? If New Engiand were 
set apart from the United S'ates, so that her trade 
with the balance of the country would figure as im- 
ports and exports, its “ commerce" would far exceed 
that of old England. : 

Instead of tables of imports and exports being a 
measure of economie prosperity, they are only & 
measure of ihe degree in which the political bound- 
aries of a producing population fail to correspond 
with the residential boundaries of the consumers of 
their products. England being insular and urban, 
her imports and exports are large. Cut off Paris 
into a distinct nationality from Fiance, and the ira- 
ports and exports of Paris would exceed that of all 
France and Great Britain combined. The test of the 
prosperity of a people is their ability to consume. In 
metals, textil fabrics, etc., the American consumption 


per capita is somewhat in excess of that of the Eng- 
| lish people. 


I hav found these bases of error in one column of 
Mr. Holland's argument! And yet he wrote two 
columns ! s Á 

It is amazing that the. perverted ingenuity of mis- 
information could embody so much falsehood and'so 
little truth into so few words. i 

Whether I shall refer to the remainder of his arti- 
cle will depend on whether I hav time to waste in such 
an unprotected industry as that of trying to check 
the influx of imported errors. Mr. Holland can at 
least be congratulated on the fact that his political 
economy comes in free—without duty and without 
inspection. V. B. Denstow. 


_ ——9-9——————— 
The fievisers Hevised. 

In the revised version of the Old Testament, re- 
cently published in Eogland, and presumably in- 
tended for the benefit of all English-speaking 
Christian communities, the revisers hav (whether 
unwittingly or not I will not presume to say) perpet, 
uated a blunder, made by all their. predecessors, 
which grossly obscures, instead. of elucidating, the 
meaning of the original text, converting into & mean- 
ingless fable the plain statement of holy writ, and 
giving rise to a theory so utterly repugnant to com. 
mon sense that it becomes a wonder in this enlight- 
ened age that it has not been exploded long ago. 
But poets and divines, from "Milton downward, 
instead of explaining the real meaning, hav only am- 
plified the fable, pandering to the ignorance and 
superstition, instead of appealing to the intelligence, 
of the pubiic. - Indeed, I. hav never met with any 
writer (a professed skeptic of course ridicules the 
whole affair) who attempts to offer any rational ex- 
planation consistent with a belief in the divine au 
thenticity of the book. Without claiming any merit 
of being the original discoverer of a truth which 
must hav been evident to many learned translators 
and commentators—only they dared not giv utter. 
ance to it for fear of upsetting the creed of Christen- 
dom—1 venture to propose an amendment to the 


ordinary reading which will commend itself to all]. 


rational persons who really and honestly think any- 
thing about the matter. 

By whom the book of Genesis was originally writ- 
ten, it is not my business to inquire. The question 
that concerns us, whether as believers Or unbelievers, 
is this, What was the real meaning of the writer? 
It is supposed to be one of the most ancient 
books, if not the most ancient book, in existence, 
and was certainly written in the infancy of letters, 
when words were expressed by symbols, and nouns 
of quality by nouns of form and substance. Dr. 
Adam Clarke, whose acuteness as a scholar was neu- 
tralized by his obtuseness as a theologian, tells us 
that the Hebrew noun Nachash, which the Septu- 
agint renders “ Ophis,” and the English trans- 
lators, following the Greek, hav converted into 
“serpent,” means literally natural perception, or 
common sense! With such a clue, the learned doctor 
ought certainly to hav hit upon the true reading of 
the passage; but nosuch thing. He sagely concludes 
that, as the serpent was never known to be gifted 
with the faculty of speech or to possess more than 
ordinary intelligence, the strange visitor to our 
mother Eve must hav been some kind of baboon, the 
most cunning and mischievous of his species. Other 


| commentators, following Milton, tell us that it was 


the devil in the form of a serpent, and hav thus 
played the devil with common sense. My proposal 
18 to leave snake, baboon, and devil out of the ques- 
tion altogether, and deal simply with the noun of 
quality, which is peculiar in a greater or less degree 
to all living and sentient beings. We shall then read 
that the common sense (of the woman) was more 
subtil (or refined) than that of the beasts of the 


idea she straightway imparts to her husband. It is 
just the same even to the present day—the woman is 
always the most sensitiv on this point, and the first 
to find out the deficiencies in her own and her hus- 
band’s wardrobe. But now, unless her husband is 
one of the stingy sort, and refuses to supply her 
with the necessary dollars, this solicitude of the wife 
regarding dress is not considered an offense against 
the laws of either God or man, but rather a merito- 
rious fulfilment of the woman’s special duty. 

Then why (it will be asked) did the first fulfilment 
of that special duty entail such a frightful curse 
on Eve and all her posterity as yet unborn? And 
here, I think, translators and commentators are again 
at fault; for, read by the new light, I do not fiad in 
the book of Genesis any record of that original curse 
of which professional theologians hav made so much 
capital. If mankind had remained in a state of 
nature, or retained what is ca'led their primitiv inno- 
cence, they would stil hav gone about in a state | 
of nudity, dwelt in caves, and lived upon raw fruit 
and roots, or failing these, hav literally eaten dirt 
uke the lowest class of savages. But since man, 
instigated thereto by the woman, elected to wear 
clothes, to dwell in houses made with hands, and to 
cultivate and lay up fruits and cereals for consump- 
tion all the year round, he entailed upon himself the 
necessity of working for these luxuries and earning 
them by the sweat of his brow. If this be the worst 
effect of the “curse,” it is a fortunate thing for most 
of us that we are more or less damned! We need 
not envy the lilies who toil and spin not, for, however 
gloriously arrayed, their life is a very short one. 
Still less need we envy the primitiv savages, troglo- 
dytes and dirt-eaters as they are, for although longer 
lived than the lily, they drag out but a miserable 
existence during three-fourths of the year. Is not 
the “knowledge of good and evil” an inestimable 
benefit to those who are enabled thereby to seek the 
one and avoid the other? But no good in this world 
is unmixed with the other quality. The refinements 
of a civilized life render us peculiarly sensitiv to the 
discomforts of a uncivilized one, to the extremes of 
heat and cold, of hunger and repletion. Many of 
our troubles arise from the bare apprehension of ills 
that perhaps never come to pass, or, if they do, are 
found in actual contact not half so formidable as 
they appeared at a distance. If this apprehcnsion 
induces us to work, so much the better, for labor is 
seldom unrewarded either in the performance thereof 
or in the benefits resulting therefrom. The happiest 
people in the world, if they knew their own good, 
“O fortunatos nimium, sua si bona norint," are those 
who liv in the country, work for their bread, wait 
upon themselvs, and know neither the extremes of 
poverty or riches. Common Sense, whom theologians 
hav eonverted into a devil,is their best and safest 
guide, and in the absence of those learned function- 
aries will supply the place of lawyer, doctor, and 
parson. It is true that Common Sense is somewhat 
of a Materialist, fulfilling the prediction, “On thy 
belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat; but 
earth-hunger. is not one of the most objectionable 
traits of humanity, and the successful man of business 
who accumulates property in hotses and lands is 
generally thought well of by his fellow-men, and 
especially by his banker. 

In a primitiv state of society, the earth-hunger of 
the serpent, or common sense, was sometimes pro- 
duetiv of cruelty and injustice, of which the story of 
Cain and Abel furnishes a striking example. It 
seems as if, the law of primogeniture commenced in 
the time of Adam, for he named his first-born Cain, 
which signifies possession, and Cain became a tiller 
of the ground. He was the heir at law, and claimed 
the soil as his own. It is noteworthy that in all 
parts of the world those who utilize the land by till- 
age always manage to dispossess the aboriginal 
inhabitants if the latter use it only for a hunting- 
ground, and lead a nomadic mode of life as the orig- 


-inal shepherd, having no settled place of residence. 


These of course resent the intrusion of the more 
industrious and thrifty race, but it leads in the end 
to their own discomfiture and annihilation. It was 
so in Palestine when the Jews dispossessed the Ca- 
naanites. It was so in America, when the red man 
disappeared before the irruption of palefaces. I is 
so to the present day in South Africa and New Za: 
land. Cain tbe agriculturist always manages to get 
rid of his weaker younger brother, Abel the nomad, 
and when questioned as to the morality of the act 
pertinently inquires, “Am I my brother's keeper?” 
The “seed of the serpent,” or those who follow the 
teaching of common sense, always tread upon the 
heels of the “seed of the woman,” or mere children 
of nature. This may not be according to the law of 
God, but it appears to be the law of nature. Jesus 
Christ, both by precept and by example, advocated a 
return to the simplicity of a nomadic life, taking no 
thought for the morrow, having no settled place of 
residence, possessing no superfluities, giving all to 
the poor, and living from hand to mouth. The mod- 


field, and ?/ said to the woman, ete. In other words, | ern professor of Christianity, finding it inconvenient, 
the woman's common sense told her that it was not, if not altogether impracticable, to obey the com- 


decent for a respectable married woman to go about 


intelligent government can endure when men so un- | the world without any clothes to her back, and this 


| 
| 


mands of his master, brings forward the doctrin of 
original sin and the total depravity of human nature 
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to account for his deficiencies. In order to claim ex- 
emption from the punishment due to disobedience, 
and lay claim to the rewards of obedience, he pro- 
pounds the extraordinary theory that the punishment 
was suffered, and the obedience performed, vicari- 
ously, nearly two thousand years ago. You hav 
only to believe this absurdity to enable you to par- 
ticipate in all the benefits thereof, however unsatis- 
factory your manner of life may hav been. Now, 
Jesus certainly taught his disciples to be.‘ wise as 
serpents” as well as harmless as doves—that is to 
say, they were to exercise the common sense with 
which nature had endowed them, so far as it did not 
interfere with the rights and privileges of their 
neighbors. How far the orthodox doctrin is con- 
sistent with common sense, I will not venture to 
inquire, but will leave the question to the unbiased 
judgment of the reader. Ootts. 


Che American Secular Union. 
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Call for the Eleventh Annual Congress of the 
American Secular Union, 

To the Auxiliary Secular Unions and to all citizens 
of the United States and Canadas who support 
the Nine Demands of Liberalism: 

You are invited to attend the Eleventh Annual 
Congress of the American Secular Union, to be held 
at Chicago, October 15th and 16th. 

The Congress will be called upon to consider 
measures for carrying on the work of Freethought 
and securing the adoption of such Jaws by the various 
state governments and by the national government as 
shall make the United States thoroughly secular, and 
the repeal of all laws now on the statute books 
which conflict with the Nine Demands of Liberalism. 

Local auxiliary Unions are entitled by the Union 
constitution to five representativs—the President and 
Secretary and three delegates. All charter members 
and life members, all Vice Presidents, all Chairmen of 
state Executiv Committees, are entitled to seats and 
votes in the Congress. Annual members are entitled 
to seats, but not votes, except by permission of the 
Congress. 

It is hoped that every auxiliary Union will send a 
full delegation to the Congress, and that every Free- 
thinker in the United States and Canada who can 
will be present. 

Per order Board of Directors: 

CovunTLANDT PALMER, Pres. 

Samvet P. Purnam, Sec. 

E. A. Srevexs, Ch. Fin. Com. 

Cuas. Ecxnganp, Treas. 
OO 


News and Notes. 


My closing lecture at Baker City was given on 
Tuesday evening, September 6th. The hall was full, 
nearly five hundred being present. After the lecture 
there was a festival of the members of the Secular. 
Union, and it was a happy, sociable occasion, with 
much promis of future life for our work here. Our 
Baker friends are enthusiastic, and purpose.to carry 
forward the campaign on a broad and hymanitarian 
basis, so that intellectual and moraf forces will be 
brought into play. With such genial and devoted 
supporters as John R. Coleman, Wesley F. Miller, 
John Kimberly, A. Dolph, Judge Schofield, Mr. and 
Mrs. Dave Kelley, Mrs. Mary C. Edgington, and 
others mentioned in previous letters, our cause will 
stand to the front in this rapidly growing country. 
I bid farewell to Oregon and its noble host of 
Liberals with joy and pride in the splendid enthu- 
siasm they hav shown. Every toil has been amply 
repaid by the cordial alliance of its progressiv minds. 

My veteran friend Geo. L. Hayes gave me a bright 
memento of Oregon's wealth, in the shape of a beau- 
tiful specimen of gold quartz from the “ Thomas 
Paine" mine, whieh has yielded eight hundred and 
twenty-three dollars to the ton. My friends who 
own the mine g&ve it the best name they could 
in honor of him who flung such golden promis into 
our national life. I shall keep this specimen always, 
with its precious freightage, as a memorial of happy 
labors and brave-hearted comrades on the Pacific 
‘coast. 

Eastward I go amid the mighty Java beds. Here 
and there little farms glisten on the banks of the 
winding stream, where settlers take it easy, having 
just enough to liv on, and plenty of tobacco; and 
under their rude shanties they pass the time as if 
they were kings and owned the whole world. What 
more does any man want than to let all care thus end 
in smoke? The settler raises his own potatoes, sells 
a horse or two every year to pay for groceries, has 
eows enough for butter and milk, and when the 
circus comes along bundles his whole family into a 
wagon, and goes seventy-five miles to witness the 


‘amid the orebard and flower garden. 


“ greatest show on earth,” and is preéminently happy 
when he returns to his cottage, where the lawyer, 


the doctor, and the ministers never intrude. They | 


need neither mortgages, medicin, nor prayers 1n 
this happy climate, where the brightest of skies 
bend over the desolate hills, and the little patches of 
tillable land gleam like jewels in the rocky waste. 

I come to Weiser, Idaho, where the endless sage- 
brush grows, and the sandy bluffs stretch away to 
the blue mountains. Here I find good friends, 
especially Mrs. M. Peferle and her bright family of 
four little children, all that are at home, the doctor 
being away among the hills on professional business. 
Mrs. Peferle has & woman's spirit for reform, and 
knows no such word as fail. It was through her 
efforts that the campaign was opened at Weiser, and 
quite successfully. The hall was full, and the lect- 
ure, the first of the kind ever given here, was well re- 
ceived. I was sorry not to be able to stay more than 
one night, for many Liberals were present from the 
surrounding country. But I had to hurry on with 
the hope-of returning to this frontier land. . Gener- 
ous friends are here whom I hope to greet again amid 
the bright battle fields of thought—Judge Hart, Geo. 
Ebest, Wm. P. Glenn, editor of the Weiser Leader, 
who gave & fearless report of the lecture; Frank 
Harris, one of the leading attorneys of the place, who 
introduced me at the meeting; Morgan Kilborn, 
from Weiser Valley, twenty miles away; Thos. and 
John Yardley, the King brothers, Captain Chase, 
etc.. This little burg will always be on the advance 
line—sage-brusb, lava beds, sand heaps, and ortho- 
dox ministers to the contrary notwithstanding. The 
flame of civilization makes way for liberty. . 

At Caldwell, fifty miles east of Weiser, I greet one 
of our mighty warriors of this country, James Ward- 
well Afier a night's rest I am ready for a twenty- 
mile ride over the plains to Emmett’s, with Wardwell 
and Price Bane—whose good team lingers not on the 
dusty road. Dusty it is—and as wild and desolate a 
region as lever meandered through—and if it had 
not been for my cheery companions, I might hav 
thought I should never look upon a human habita- 
tion again, so vast were the billows of sand that rolled 
away to the distant horizon. However, I hav got 
used to everything in this Western land—and no 
spot so barren but *bope rears its glittering crest.” 
After awhile the bright Payette valley burst upon the 
view with its ranks of green trees along the river for 
miles away. How the harvest lands appear; the 
golden fieids of grain and fresh-mown hay in the 
splendid noonday. Fording the streams and winding 
in and out the straggling groves we reach the great 
ranch of Mrs. James A. Bennett, white and comfortable 
Mrs. Bennett 
is a widow of James A. Bennett, who died about two 
years since, one of the stanch Freethinkers of the 
West, who, from youth up, has always been in the 
ranks of reform. He was born an Infidel, and 
couldn’t help being so, although his parents were 
the strictest Baptists. Our cause suffered greatly in 
the death of this ardent Liberal. 

They hav the brightest climate here, skies luminous 
and golden over the melancholy wastes. Emmett's 
is on the Payette river and beneath the shadow of 
Squaw Creek butte. It has only a few houses be- 
sides the saw mills, and prominent among these is 
Paine Liberal Hall, whose lights were greeting us as 
we entered the village. I wondered where my audi- 
ence was to come from, but I found the large hall 
nearly filled. The audience increased every night. 
I gave five lectures. Dr. York was here about four 
years ago and made one of his rattling campaigns. 
Since then, I am sorry to say, two churches hav been 
built, which shows how much still remains of the old 
superstition. These churches don't amount to much, 
and hav poor ministers and poor congregations. 
They made a united effort on Sunday evening to off- 
set our work, and had a union meeting at which 
three were present besides the clergyman.. We had 
nearly two hundred. On Monday evening our ranks 
were crowded, and after the lecture there was a 
brilliant festival occasion, supper, dance, etc. No- 
where hav I found a better company than here. 
Some came twenty, thirty, and forty miles to the 
gathering. It only needs a leader to make this part 
of Idaho almost compact for Liberalism. Infidelity 
seems ‘to flourish where people hav to fight nature 
with all their might to get a living. Every inch of 
land capable of cultivation is used, and there is talk 
of constructing an irrigating ditch by which about 
seventy thousand acres of the valley lands can be 
utilized. À 

My friend Wardwell has fought the good fight. 
He has been burnt out once, but his milis are as busy 
as ever, and he still expresses his thought in spite of 
orthodox fury. He is a Yankee all the way from 
Maine, and its dauntless spirit goes with him amid 
these Western wilds. He has suffered every variety 
of fortune with the Indians and the Christians, and 
so far he has come to the top, and has never bent the 
knee to superstition or tyranny. Whatever the blows 
of fortune, he loses no whit of courage or generosity. 
I enjoyed the hospitality of his genial and democratic 
home. 

A. G. Church is known to Trots SEEKER readers 


' together. 


for his no uncertain voice, and I guess many a. re- 
former can bear witness to his open heart. and hand. 
Alone he has been on the outposts of freedom, but no 
danger has ever made him flinch. It was a pleasure 
to meet this rough-and-ready soldier of Infidel ad- 
vance. 

Around the table of Mr. and Mrs. L. D. Gill I met 
genial comrades also. These are pioneers of 1863, 
and hav been through all ihe Indian wars and border . 
tumults. In a serene old age they enjoy life and the 
glory of Freethought. "MN 

Among other friends whose ready greeting will 
not soon be forgotten are H. H. Clark, J. W. Hughes, 
M. Gill, J. A. Lippencott, Mr. and Mrs. Turley, Wm. 
F. Wardwell, Ed. Blauchard, John Mahon, Jas. 
Ewing, Ezra Bradford, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Smith, 
Nathaniel Martin, A: Kelley, Geo. Deitz, Nelson 
Fuller, ete. I cannot remember all the names. I hav 
not found a place of more delightful labor. It has 
been a pleasant journey to this remote fort, where 
the flag is flying so brightly, and the music is so gay, 
and heart and hand so cheerful. 

I am now at Caldwell, Idaho, where I lecture this 
evening, and Wednesday, and Thursday. I shall be 
at Boise City Friday. Saturday, and Sunday ; at Salt. 
Lake Sept. 24th, 25th; at Canon City Sept. 27th, 
98th, 29th, 30th; at Denver, Oct. 2d; at Osceola, 
Neb., 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, and thence to Chicago for 
National Congress, Oct. 15th, 16th. where I hope to 
meet many frieuds. SaAuvEL P. Putnam. 

Caldwell, Idaho, Sept 18, 1887. : 

o 


€. B. Reynolds's Western Tour. 


WATERLOO, Ixp.— The Liberals, having paid largely 
toward its erection, succeeded in obtaining the use 
of a church for J. E. Remsburg to lecture in, and 
subsequently, although there was some demurrer, for 
S. P. Putnam, but since that time the church folks’ 
faith has waned. God answered their prayers cross- 
ways, instead of as they had prayed in faith, believing 
that all would be disgusted by the Infidel lecturers 
and the well-to-do Liberals join the church. Some of 
their best-paying members became skeptical and 
stopped all contributions; so the fiat went forth, 
“No more Liberal lecturers, if possible to prevent 
them.” But friend E. R. Shoemaker, who had suc- . 
cessfully wrestled with the mighty rocks, delved into 
the stupendous mountains and gulches of California, , 
&nd foreed out the golden ore, where others had 
failed and given up in despair, had the matter in 
charge With him obstaeles only strengthened deter- 
mination. Since neither church nor hall was obtain- 
able, he advertised the lectures to be delivered in 
front of his house. He has a magnificent lawn of 
over three-quarters of an acre, studded with beautiful. 
shade trees, fronting his mansion, on his farm, situ- 
ated about two miles from the village. A more 
delightsome place to hold outdoor meetings could 
scarce be found. 

By making seats with planks, as T used to do in the 
tent, the sons of friend Shoemaker speedily made 
seats for one hundred and fifty persons, and at 10 
A.M. there was a large attendance of deeply interested 
heteners. I spoke on “Lifes Daties; or, What 
Liberalism Teaches,” and was assured that much of 
prejudice was removed from the minds of some 
Christians present. | 

Mr. and Mrs. Shoemaker, with more than regal 
hospitality, invited all who stayed for the afternoon 
lecture to enter the house and partake of dinner. 
About eighty enjoyed. the sumptuous repast pro- 
vided. ; 

In the afternoon, not alone were all the seats occu- 
pied, but the road in front of the lawn was filled 
with vehicles, whose occupants listened and won- 
dered, as I stated the facts in regard to “ Whence 
the Bible Came, and What It Realiy Teaches.” Mr. 
Shoemaker engaged a full string band for the after- 
noon and evening lectures, which added greatly to 
the interest. : 

In the evening, despite the dark and damp, there 
was a fair attendance. I informed them * Why I 
Left the Puipit,” and gave reasons why all should 
cleanse themselvs from the slime of superstition and 
bigotry, pluck from their hearts sectarian hate, and 
by living lives of love and activ benevolence, make a 
heaven for themselvs here and now, and at last die 
without a fear, comforted by the assurance that, even 
according to Jesus and the New Testament (Matt. 
xxv), Infidels only were on the safe side. 

Three lectures in the open air, in one day, was a 
severe tax on a sick man's strength, but I greatly en- 
joyed it, and the kind greeting and the good wishes 
of the brave, loyal, and true Liberals of Waterloo and 
vieinity, and long to respond to their kind desire to 
come again. 

Sweer Homez, Inp.—I responded to the invitation 
of that devoted young Liberal, Miss Della Lindley 
to deliver two lectures at Sweet Home, Iad., Septem- 
ber 8th and 9th. Mr. W. H. Barker, station agent 
at Warren, on the L. S. and M. S. R. R., met me at 
South Bend, and escorted.me to his Sweet Home, 
that I could see and appreciate; but there is no vil- 
lage, not even the usual church and a blacksmith 
shop—not so much as even two dwelling houses near 
It really appeared more like arriving at 
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nowhere than any place I ever before visited. The 
railway station is called: Warren; Sweet Home 
roper consisted, as far as I could discern, of one 
building, in which was & little grocery store and the 
post-office. the home of the Lindleys, all Liberals, 
stanch and true. i 

I found Mr. Barker a genuin Liberal in the very 
best acceptation of the term, and greatly enjoyed 
interchange of thought with him, and the hospitality 
of. his pleasant home. He aud his wife are modest 
yet enthusiastic workers for progress and humanity, 
and command the respect even of the fanatical Dun- 
kards because of their exemplary life. They are 
rearing their children not in fear of the Lord, but in 
knowledge of hygiene and Liberalism. 

On Thursday, September 9th, I repaired to the 
school-house, which is away off in the wilderness, 
over a quarter of a mile from the Warren station and 
Sw-et Home post-office. I was surprised aud pleased 
to find it quite a good-sized building, and filled with 
intelligent people. There were more than one hun. 
dred present. Quite a furor of enthusiasm was en- 
kindled, and the next night, long before time for the 
lecture, the school-house was densely packed, and 


despite bard seats, and discomfort of the crowd 


standing, all honored me with strictest attention. 
After this, let none feel discouraged, or hesitate to 
make effort to advance the cause. I cannot conceive 
of more disadvantages to overcome, and yet the two 
lectures were, under the hard Jabor and united efforts 


of Miss Della Lindley and Mr. Barker, in every way. 


& grand success. 
. In writing to Lafayette I got letters from Lafay- 
` ette, Indiana, and Lafayette, Illinois, and got dread- 
fully tangled.up; so I dropped both Lafayettes, and 
: shall lecture on Sunday evening, September 11th, at 
South Bend; from thence to Monticello, IN.. 14th, 
15th, 16th; Mattoon, 18th to 21st ; Centralia 22d to 
24th; Belleville, 25th to 27th; Havavah, 28th to 
30th; Minier, October 1st to 3d; Westfield. 5th to 
7th; Olney, 12th to 14th; Chicago, 15th to 16th. 
Letters addressed to me care of the Truth Seeker 
Company, 28 Lafayette place, New York. will always 
be promptly forwarded to me. C. B. RzyNorps. 
— —9—9 4,9 — — —— 
Religion in Illinois Schools. 


In your paper of the 30th of July you publish an 
article about the University of Illinois. The student 
there referred tg is my son. You will see by perusal 

- of the papers he sent you that no state in the Union 
.has by its Constitution so carefully guarded the 
rights of the people against the encroachment of re 
ligious bigots. There is no honest way of evading 
those safeguards. Yet in almost every common 
school the Bible is daily read. and the Lord’s Prayer 
repeated as a part of the school exercises. And iv 
Chicago. in the face of protests, the reform. city ad- 
ministration, following the lead of the Carter Harri- 
son-Mike McDonald Leib and Winston-boodle admin- 
istration which has so long deeply disgraced that. 
'city, the municipal property, to wit, water, of the 
yearly value of many thousands of dollars, is given 
away to all the churches, and to Catholic and other 
sectarian schools and institutions in defiance of the 
express prohibition in our constitution, which every 
officer is sworn to support. But religious bigots hav 
no regard for honesty when it stands in the way. of 

, their aggressiv policy, nor hav their pliant tools any 
respect for official oaths. 

It seems that at the late thirty-second annual del- 
egate assembly of the German Central Union of the 
United States, Bishop Wigger, of New Jersey, in his 
festival sermon, condemned the practice of sending 
children to free public schools, and declared that it 
imperiled the soul, and was a violation of the sacred 
duty of seeking first the kingdom of heaven and its 
righteousness! And now comes the Advance, a Con- 
gregationalist paper, a suitable emblem of whose 
principles would be a crawfish, and in its issue of the 
1st instant is contained a communication from the 
Rev. Dr. Jenkins, of Freeport, Ill, in which that 
gentleman says: 

The Presbyterian synod of Illinois desires especially to 
secure uniformity of action upon the part of Christian people 


throughout the state, that our schools may not become the 
nurseries of Atheism. 


The Chicago Tribune, commenting on this, says: 


Precisely the same spirit crops out here as in Bishop Wig- 
ger’s sermon. Secnlar education [in which nothing is said 
about religion or theology] is held to be substantially the 
same thing as Atheistic instruction. Thereisa perverse con- 
founding of unreligions with irreligions education. The 
assumption that a child’s education is coufined to the school- 
room is narrow, and ought not to be true of any child of 
religious parents. Ir is forgotten. apparently, by the ultra 
advocates of doctrinal teaching in tbe public schools that the 
home is after all the great educational institution. 


And I will add: Where Sunday-schools are relied 
upon to teach morals I hav never known any great 
success to be reached. I hav practiced law forty-two 
years, and hav in the course of professional business 
had to advise with many disreputable persons, and I 
declare that, while many of them hav been educated 
in Sunday schools, I hav never found one who 
, received there any clear notions of right and wrong 


or of moral obligation. There is no moral eode 
taught by most teachers of these schools. 

The instruction contained in Webster's old Amer- 
ican spelling-book was worth much, and the cate- 
chism contained in the appendix to Volney’s “ Ruins” 
deserves the highest praise, and might be profitably 
read in any school. But any and all of these are 
merely aids as compared with correct. example and 
instruction by parents. Lev Norte. 

Kewanee, Til. 

ee 


Daily Bread. 


* Giv us this day our super-substantial bread,” 
says the Douay New Testament, translated. from 


|the Latin Vulgate; and the Catholie commentator 


explains the text to mean, *the bread of life, which 
we receive in the blessed sacrament.” But iu the 
revised Protestant version the Greek word for 
“daily” is explained to mean “bread for the.coming 
day." We suspect that both versions are wrovg, 
because in the Svriac, or Peshito, which givs us the 
very language of Palestine eighteen hundred years 
ago, the word is “needful,” instead of “daily” or 
“for to-morrow.” The Latin equivalent is indi- 
gentie, and the evident. meaning of the text is 
* bread of poverty." . 

It is a question, however, of small importance, for 
God knows that bread is always kneaded. ES 


ANTICHRIST. ` 
rt ——— 


Confiseation of Mormon Chureh Property. 


Mentioning the commission of Attorney Peters for 
this act of governmental usurpation, Taz Trurs 
SEEKER says: “Behold government engaged in the 
business of confiscating church property!” Yet it 
recognizes this act as instigated by the jealousy of 
other churches, ‘which is perhaps the principal 
though not the only influence ; for the Mormon church 
being also a government and an economic adminis- 
tration, the United States government is jealous on 
its own account, and the speculators, whom this 
church has held at bay by its system of codperativ 
commerce, and the lawyers whom its free administra- 
tion of justice, or what passes for such, keeps out in 
the cold. 

The Mormon superstitions, neither. more nor less 
absurd and pernicious than those .of Christendom, 
might hav passed polygamy pulling wives. up ‘to 
heaven by the coat-tails of the saints, among the 
rest, but this church is hated because of its economic 
virtues, because it is the only one, except the Shaker, 
that has harnessed superstition to the car of justice 
in commercial relations and put a curb on the greed 
of the rich. What other church, when famin has 
been imminent, ever said to its rich members, Share 
with the poor and forgiv them their debts, and they 
did so? Confiscation of this church property does 
not reveal any tendency in that direction ; it is nota 
liberal reaction, in the sense that confiscation of 
Catholic church property has been in France or Spain, 
but indicates simply the hostility of one set of 
fanatics toward another. The plunder is to go to 
education, 4. e, to making salaried positions for 
gentile teachers who are not wanted. . Next, prob- 
ably, education will be made compulsory, orthodox, 
and governmentalist, so that the child will be a 
battle-field between its parents and its teachers. 

Next, it must be made a penal offense for the 
parents to teach their children contrary to the 
Christian government's teachings, and it would not 
be surprising if the child was bulldozed into giving 
evidence to convict its parents; for when orthodoxy 
takes such a matter in hand, it goes the whole hog. 
Is it not God’s police, and responsible to him for the 
souls of the people? i 

No truly loyal household should be without the 
portraits of Loyola, Torquemada, Ferdinand, Isabella, 
and Philip of Spain. The tendency of this Mormon 
church confiscation is the same as that of the ex- 
tradition treaty with Russia; both attest the oneness 
of majorityism with the other forms of despotism. 

EpGEwortu. 
o —————— 
‘Lectures and Meetings. 


J. E. Reuazore has filled his engagements in Iowa, deliver- 
ing thirty-two lectures in four weeks. He spoke in the fol- 
lowing towns: Bedford, Casey, Campbell, Missouri Valley, 
Oto, Holstein, Castana. Sheldon, Spirit Lake, Armstrong, 
Postville, Elkader, Ossian, Frederickaburg. New Hampton, 
Bassett, Oxford, Ottumwa, and Salem. His appointments 
for the next three weeks are as follows: 


Morrill, Kan .... Sat. Sun. Sept. 24, 25 
Rabeth8; 5*5 reecicecoesc i eosd e aeiae tameo rea denne ed datae Sun. 25 
Horton, * ....Mon. Tues. 26, 27 
Ec a C Wed. 28 
Oxford; Neb. 5... oreet sero b ena Sun. Mon. Oct. 2, 8 
Loup City, Neb....... Tues. Wed. Thur. 4. 5,6 
Broken Bow, NebD............:cscessescecsscccccesseecescesesseesces Fri. 7 
Aurora, Neb........... see bat. Sun. 8, 

Seward, Neb........ ———n Mon. Tues. 10, 11 


Valparaiso, Neb............... .. Wed. Thur. Fri. 12, 18, 14 
During the remainder of the fall, Mr. Remsburg will work 
in Kansas and Missouri. 


Tux annual conventi n of the Secularists and ¥reethinkers 
of Canada will be held in Toronto on Saturday and Sunday, 
October 29th and 80th, in Science Hall, under the auspices 
of the Canadian Secular Union, The prospects for Secular- 


ism were never more encouraging. This will be the most 
important convention ever held in Canada. The coóperation 
of every Secularist and Freethi.ker is needed to promote 
our common cause. Ail who sympathize with our principles 
are urgently invited to attend, whether they belong to our 
organization or not. Further particulars will be given in 
due time. By order of the Central Executiv. Wm. Algie, 
Alton, Ont., president; J. A. Risser, Toronto, secretary. 


W.S. Bett and Elder T. J. Williamson are to hold a joint 
discussion at Salem, Neb., beginning November 1st, and con- 
tinuing four nights, on the following questions: ‘1. Re- 
solved. That Christ is a historic character, the logos of God, 
and hence the savior of the word.” Elder T. J. Williamson 
affirms. ‘2. Resolved. That the Bible is of human origin, 
and hence not a revelation from God." W. S. Bell affirms. 

—— — —$9--9-.9— — — —— 


Among Our Friends. 


C. M. Overton and M. D. Leahy hav resuscitated the Lib- 
eral, Mo., paper under the title of American Idea. Mr. 
Overton's greatest effort thus far has been to endeavor to 
show that Liberal is a Christian town, and its people Chris- 
tians. 


Tre American Nonconformist is prodding the Rev. John 
D. Knox, of Topeka. Kan.. for renting a house he owns for 
immoral uses. The inmates hav been arrested. and the Vin- 
cents want to put the Rev. Mr. Knox into the same cell. 
We fear, however, that this would only lead to more immor- 
ality. i 

SrEPHEN Youna is dead—died at Topolobampo, August 
17th. Mr. Young was an old man. over seventy, an Infidel, 
a Spiritualist, a reformer in everything. Simple, kind, 
earnest, his death will grieve hundreds of Freethinkers and 
Spiritufliats throughout theStates. He went to Topolobampo 
from Memphis, Mo. He should hav stayed away, but 
sincerelv believing in coóperativ communities, he was ready 
to sacrifice his life to establish one. Peace to his ashes. 


Parson Brigas, editor of the Texas Christian Advoorte, 
Methodist, lectured a while ago on ‘‘Ingersoll.” . He said 
that the proper way to put down Infidelitv was by ‘the 
dungeon and the balter.” The Galveston-Dallas Mews re- 
ported him, and when he saw his cruel words in type he 
repudiated them. The Wes says, and offers to prove, that 
in this repudiation Parson Briggs is the opposit ‘of a truth- 
telling person. The war between the News and the Advocate 
is fierce, with the News ahead to date. 


Tug American Flag is a large and handsome journal 
printed at 111 Nassau street, New York. Its principal rea- 
son for existence is to demand America for Americans, with 
no quarter to the pope and bis cohorts. The American Flag 
contains valuable articles, in proof of which we need only to 
note that the leading article in its issue of September 10th 
was written by the Editor of Tux Trora Seeker and ap- 
peared in these columns under date of August 27th. That 
this small fact is not stated in the American Flag is of no 
particular consequence. 


Mrs. SLENKER, it apnears, has some detestable enemy out- 
side of the detestable Vice Society. We are in receipt of a 
communication charging her with giving advice of the vilest 
sort, and a picture of the beastliest character. The commu-. 
nication is signed Jane Richards, and was mailed from Phil- 
adelphia. We shrewdly suspect who sent it, and credit the 
picture to the same source. As the person may hav written 
to others as to us, we will say that we hav run down his 
slander and find him to be a wilful liar. No attention need 
be paid to this anonymous black guard. 


Tur Hebrew religion is about half as fraudulent as the 
Christian religion, for the reason that there is only about 
half as much of it. Hebrew journals, however, usually con- 
tain about twice as much sense as do the Christian papers. 
Ove of the best of the Jewish newspapers is the Hebrew 
Standard, of this city, which, though given to splitting hairs 
in Jewish theology, has found so much favor with the de- 
scendants of Abram that it begins its sixth volume in an en- 
larged form. A great.many of the Hebrews of this city are 
Freethinkers; very few ever become Christians. 


One of the erratic figures of Infidelity is Will Hubbard 
Kernan, now editor of the JTome Advocate, of Mapleton, 
lowa. He has been employed on a dozen or more papers, 
and always filled them with heresy till he lost, his situation. 
He has, besides, started a half dozen journals of his own. 
He is tall, slima nervous, with a Bohemian disposition, & 
poet's fire, and a Southerner's independence. '' Incendiary," 
“infernal,” and “iar” are the weakest words in his vocab- 
ulary, and he strings them down the column in stariling 
style. He is not a very consistent or conservativ member 
of society, but he shocks the piety out of folks wonderfully 
quick. 


A. D. Downes, an Australian Freethought lecturer, made 
a visit last May to Tasmania in the interests of his Cause. 
The Christians did not receive him kindly, but through one 
of their number ponted this notice on a tree: : 

WARHAS.—À. Dalziel Downes an announced that he will give an 
entertainment at Mr. Oocker's ou Friday, May 6:h. 1 

Now as one who as resspact fo* the Souls of His Fellowes man 
would warn them against this fellow as He is a teacher of Athaisum 
and is yonaing ali his power in that dvrection Now Dear Friends 
Jet me ask vou to do what you can to red our Happy little Distorect 
of such a D -——d and stand like the Brav with your Face to the 
Fow. Yours in love, SrEPHEN MITH. 


Mr. Downes left Tasmania when he got ready, and, in 
spite of the loving opposition of Christians, made many con- 
verts to Rationalism. 


Tre Tnurg Seeker of August 27th announced that 
Charles Watts would lecture in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Septem- 
ber 4th and 5th. which engagement was rather more than 
fulflled. Mr. Watts was introduced by Rev. G. W. Kent, 
pastor of the Church of the Redeemer. When he had 
finished his lecture in the afternoon. Rev. John Moore took 
the platform and dissected Mr. Watts. When the latter 
gentleman had eot the pieces of himself together, Rev. Pryor 
Almon strewed them around again. The Freethinkers in 
the audience were happy, for it was precisely what they 
wanted. Mr. Watts asked both ministers to attend in the 
evening and continue the debate, which they did. From the 
reports in the Halifax Chronicle we judge the result was 
eminently satisfactory to our side, for the Freethinkers were 
pleased, the Christians were angry, and many persons who 
are neither orthodox nor heterodox went home to think. 

+ 

Tax Trutn Seecer Company’s Catalog of Freethought, 
Reform, and Scientific Books will he mailed free to any ad- 
dress upon application, 
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They Will Hang. 


Unless the counsel for the Chicago Anarchists can 
transfer their case to the United States Supreme 
Court, the seven condemned men——ÁAügust Spies, 
A. R. Parsons, Samuel Fielden, Michael Schwab, 
George Engel, Adolph Fischer, and Louis Lingg— 
will be hanged on November 11th, between the hours 
of 10 am. and 4 » m., and Oscar Neebe will hav no 
hope of spending less than his sentenced term in 
state prison—fifteen years, shortened by commutation 
for good behavior. l 

The decision of the Illinois Supreme Court was 
given on the 14th inst. at Ottawa, by Judge Ma- 
. gruder of the Chicago district, the other judges 
present and eoneurring. Judge Magruder read the 
court's opinion, which, so far as the press has 
reported it, is as follows. We copy from the Sun: 


After reviewing at length the facts in connection with the 
Haymarket riot, the fatal bomb-throwing, and the findings 
of the lower court, the opinion says : 

* It is undisputed that the bomb was thrown, and that it 
caused the death of Degan. It is conceded that none of the 
convicted men threw the bomb with his own hands. Plain- 
tiffs in error ure charged with being accessories to the fact. 
Some of the counts charge that the eight defendants above 
named, being present, aided, abetted, and assisted in the 
throwing of the bomb; others, that not being present aiding, 
abetting, or assisting, they advised, encouraged, aided. and 
abetted such throwing. The Illinois statute on this subject 
is as follows, chap. 38. div. 2. secs. 2 and 3: i 

“Sec 2 An accessory is he who stands by and aids. abets. 
or assists, or who, not being present aiding, abetting, or 
assisting, hath advised, encouraged, aided, or abetted the 
perpetration of the crime. He who thus aids, abets, assists. 
advises, or eucourazes shall be considered as principal and 
punished accordingly. f 

“Sec 8. Every such accessory, when a crime is committed 
within or without this state. by aid or procurement in this 
state, may be indicted and convicted at the same time as the 
principal. or before or after his conviction, and whether the 
principal is convicted or amenable to justice and is punished 
as principal. 

“ This statute abolishes the distinction between accessories 
before the fact and principals by it; all accessories before 
the fact are made principals. As the acts of the principal 
are thus made the acts of the accessory, the latter may be 
charged as having done the acta himself, and may be indicted 
and punished accordingly (Baxter vs. People, 3 Gilm., 368 ; 
Dempsey vs. People, 47 lil, 326). If, therefore, the de. 
fendants &dvised, encouraged, or abetted the killing of 
Degan, they are as guilty as though they tock his life with 
their own hands. 1f any of them stood by, aided, abetted, 
or assisted in the throwing of the bomb, those who did so 
are as guilty. as though they threw it themselvs. It is 
charged that defendants formed a common purpose, and 
were united in a common design, to aid and encourage the 
murder of the policemen among whom the bomb was 
thrown. If they combined to accomplish such murder by 
concerted action, the ordinary law of conspiracy is applica- 
ble, and the acts and declarations of one of them done 
in furtherance of the common design are in contemplation of 
law the acts and declarations of all. This prosecution, how- 
ever, is not for conspiracy as a substantiv crime. Prouf of 
conspiracy is only proper so far as it may tend to show 
a common design to encourage the murder charged against 
the prisoners. It may be introduced for the purpose of 
estabiishing the position of the members of the combination 
as accessories to the crime of murder. The questions which 
thus present themselvs are these: ` 

“ Did the defendants hav a common purpose or design to 
advise. encourage, aid, or abet the murder of the police? 
Did they combine togetber, and with others, with & view to 
carrying that purpose or design into effect ? 

** Did they or either or any of them do such acts or make 
such declarations in furtherance of the common purpose or 
design as did actually hav the effect of encouraging, aiding, 
or abetting the crime in question ? 

“ The solution of the questions involve an examination of 
the evidence. The hrs; inquiry which naturally suggests 
itself is, Who made the bomb which killed Degan ?" 

Here the opinion goes into details upon various kinds of 
bombs, showing their construction, the fact that the bombs 
were made by Lingg, the connection and implication of 
Seliger, Thielen, Hermann, and other pagties in their con- 
struction, and finally shows the positiv guilt of Lingg by 
comparison of make and material of the bombs found iu his 
possession and the pieces taken from the bodies of Degan 
and other murdered policemen, the chemical analysis being 
the same. The opinion than says: 

“ The record shows the existence of an organization known 
a8 tbe International Workingmen's Association or the Inter- 
nationa] Arbeiter Association, generally called the Inter- 
nationals, and sometimes designated for brevity as the I. A. A. 
The platform or declaration of principles adopted by this 
organization was pubiished by a certain bureau of informa- 
tion and by certain newspapers called the Alarm and tbe 
Arbeiter Zeitung, which are more particularly referred to 
hereafter. It appeared in all the issues of the latter paper 
during the months of February, March, and April, 1885. It 
is too long for insertion here. It urges that the present sys- 
tem under which property is owned by individuals should be 
destroyed, and that all capital which has been produced by 
labor should be transformed into common property. It 
says: 

“Tt is only when capital is made common and indivisible that all 
can be made to partake fully and freely of the fruits of the common 
impossibility of acquiring iudtvidnal (private) capital. Oan every 
one be compelled to work who claims the right to liv? 

“ It charges that the government, the law, the schools, the 
churches, the press, are in the pay and under the sway of 
the property-owning and capitalistic classes, and that the 
laboring classes must achieve their deliverance through their 
own strength. This international platform thus addresses 
the workingmen: j 

“Asg in former times no privileged class ever relinqnisbed its 
tyranny, no more can we take it for granted that the capitalists of 
ihe present day will forego their privileges and their authority 
witbout compulsion. Itis therefore self-evident that the right of 
proletarianism (rhe laboring classes) againet the bourgeouisie (the 
middle classes). must hav a violent revolutionary character, and 
mere wage co’ flicts can never lead to the goa). We could show bv 
numerous illusirations that all attempts which hav been made in 
the past to do away with the existing monstrous social system 
through peaceable means—for example, throngh the ballot-box— 
hav been entirely useless, and will be so in the future. We know; 
therefore, that the ruliog class will not voluntarily relinqu sh their 


prerogativ, and will make no concessions to us. Under all these 
circumstances there is only one remedy left—force. Therefore it 


is your right, it is your duty, says Jefferson, to arm yourself. Agi- 
tation with a view to organization, organization for the purpose ' f 
rebellion—berein is indicated 1n a few words the wav which work- 
ingmen must take if they would rid themeelve of their chains. —— 

** It is here admitted that the property of each individual 
in the community could not be taken away from him and put 
into a common fund, to be divided among all the members of 
fhe community, without resort to a revolution and force. 
The way to the result sought to be reached by the interna- 
tional platform here referred to leads through the crimes of 
robbery, theft, and murder to the destruction of the existing 
system of social order and of all the laws and institutions 
upon which the system is based. : t 

** The association whose p'inciples are thus outlined in its 
platform was divided into rou pes of which there were eighty 
in the United States in March, 1885, lecated principally in 
the centersof industry. For some time prior to May 1, 1886, 
there was a number of these groups in Chicago. l 

** The preceding disorder in the southwestern part of the 
city had been mainly incited by a speech delivered to some 
*]umber shovers? on the ‘Black Road’ by the defendant 
Spies, who-was observed to be the most activ at the Hay- 
market meeting. Copies of the ‘ Revenge Circular’ and of 
the handbill prepared by the defendant Fischer had fallen 
into tbe hands of the police. A rumor had also come to their 
headquarters that it was the intention of the parties at the 
Haymarket meeting to proceed to some neighboring railroad 
freight houses where non-union laborers were employed and 
blow them up. In addition to all this, it was reported to the 
officer in command of the force at the Desplaines street sta- 
tion that the defendant Fielden, who was then speaking, 
had just. used the following language: ‘ You hav nothing 
more to do with the law, except to lay hands on it and throt- 
due until it makes its last kick. Keep your eye upon it, 
throttle it, stab it, do everything you can to wound it;’ and 
that the use of these words had produced great excitement 
and caused a noisy demonstration around the wagon. Upon 
the reception of this report, the officer in command decided 
upon the dispersion of the meeting, and his men made the 
movement for that purpose as already stated. As soon as the 
order to disperse was given, the defendant Fielden descended 
from the wagon, making use of the words, ‘ We are peace- 
able? Whether or not these words were uttered as the Eng- 
lish equivalent of the German word ‘ Ruhe, which meant 
* peace,’ the evidence does not conclusivly show. Certain it 
is that no sooner bad Fielden said, ‘We are peaceable,’ than 
the bomb exploded, and in a few seconds thereafter a volley 
of shots were fired. 

“Jn the. city of Chicago were three thousand of these 
armed Socialists, of whcm the defendant Parsons then said 
that they were well armed with rifles and revolvers, and 
would hav dynamite and bombs when they got ready to use 
them.” . 

Referring to the evidence as to the use and power of 
dynamite, the opinion says : 

* While such testimony was irrelevant, yet it contained 
no point to justify a reversal of the judgment. As specimens 
ef weapons which depraved men, or men with no heart. 
could use against their fellow-creatures, nothing in modern 
times can approach the exquisit means devised by these An- 
archists, and they seemed to hav made a study of that awful 
purpose." 

The court very carefully explains the Jaw as to conspiracy 
in all the phases, and quotes extensivly from eminent author- 
ities. The court further says it is a mistake to assume that 
a defendant cannot be charged with advising, encouraging. 
aiding, and abetting an unknown principal in the perpetra- 
tion of a crime, and following that point his honor givs very 
familiar and trite and well-known examples, and fol'ows it 
with a long list of reliable authorities. It is a very clear 
principle of law decided by many courts, that the man who. 
being present, aiding, and abetting or assisting, hath ad- 
vised, encouraged, aided, or abetted the perpetration of 
crime, may be considered ac the principal, and so is the case 
at bar; consequently some of the defendants are correctly 
charged as accessories before the fact. Among the instruc- 
tions for the defense the court below said : 

** Although the defendants, ot some of them, may hav said 
or spoken or published their views to the effect that a social 
revolution should be brought about by force, and that the 
officers of the law should be resisted, and to this end 
dynamite should be used to the extent of taking human life, 
and that persons should arm to resist the law, that laws 
should be throttled and killed, and, although such language 
might cause persons to desire to carry out the advice. given 
as aforesaid, and do the act which caused Officer Degan's 
death, yet the bomb may hav been thrown and Degan killed 
by some one unfamiliar with and unacquainted with the 
teachings of these bomb-throwers.” "n 2 

The.court here enters into an elaborate argument upon the 
differént instructions, quoting authorities which are not of 
general interest. The court concludes by saying : 

** We think that the course pursued on the trial in regard 
to the manner of empaneling the jury was correct, and in 
accordance with the plain meaning of section 21, chapter 28, 
Revised Statutes. That section says that the jury shall be 
passed upon and accepted of by the parties, commencing 
with the plaintiff. 

“ The state is not called upon to tender the defendants a 
second panel before the defendants tender in backfour. We 
cannot see that the remarks of the state's attorney in the ar- 
gument to the jury were marked by any such improprieties 
as require a reversal of the judgment. 

** In their lengthy argument consel for the defense make 
some other points of minor importance which are not noticed. 
As to these it is sufficient to say that we hav considered and 
do not regard them well taken. The judgment of the Crim- 
inal Court of Cook county is affirmed.” 


After the decision, Leonard Sweet, leading counsel 
for the Anarchists before the Supreme Court, said: 


The laws of the United States provide that a case can be 
carried from a state court by writ of error to the Supreme 
Court of the United States, whenever a question is involved 
as to the construction of the Federal Constitution, or of the 
laws or treaties of the United States, but under no other cir- 
cumstances. There are no laws or treaties of the United 
States affecting this case, therefore it can only be taken to 
the United States Supreme Court on questions pertaining to 
the construction of the Constitution. The only question of 
this character is in connection with unreasonable inquiries 
and searches. No man can be compelled to furnish evidence 
for his own conviction. We claim that the court below did 
not respect these provisions of the Illinois and Federal Con- 
stitutions, for the reason that the dav after the Haymarket 
affair the police entered the Arbeiter Zeitung office, and, with 
the aid of a locksmith, broke open the drawers of Spies, 
where they found two letters of Herr Most, written three 
years before the riot, and containing references to bombs. 
These letters were introduced in evidence against all the de- 


bring about such results. 
‘that that will be the case, but I hav their word for it." 
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fendants, and we claim that the Constitution was thereby 
violated. It isa rule of Jaw that the introduction of unlaw. 
ful evidence vitiates a verdict, The mode of procedure for 
taking the case to the United States Supreme Court would be 
to get a record of the whole case and assign errors. from 
which any judge can see that the construction of the Federal 
Constitution is involved. If it is found that such & question 
is involved, a writ of error will be granted, and the case 
brought before the full court. This writ of error would 
operate as a supersedeas by order of the judge granting the 
writ. f 

W. A. Foster, one of the lawyers for the defense 
at the time of the trial, said that, notwithstanding 
the talk of an appeal to the United States Supreme 
Court, the only hope now was in the mercy of Gov- 
ernor Oglesby. Mr. Foster claimed to hav no doubt 
whatever that the sentence of four of the seven 
would be commuted. - i . 

“Upon what do you base that opinion?” was asked. 

“I hay reasons for believing that officers repre- 
senting the prosecution will use their efforts to 
I hav not only my opinion 


* Which of the Anarchists wili hav their sentences 
commuted, if any ?" 
“I do not believe that Samuel Fielden, Michael 


Schwab, or A. R. Parsons will ever be hanged, and 


very much doubt whether Adolph Fischer will As 
to the others, at present I must confess it looks - 
pretty blue." 

* Why should those four be let off easier than the 
others?" 

“The testimony as to them was so different, and 
their conduet and actions as proved were such as to 
warrant a difference in the punishment.” ; 

Joseph R. Buchanan, the Socialist editor, who has : 
charge of the Anarchist defense fund, said that, 
should the state Supreme Court refuse to grant an 
appeal to the United States Supreme Court, or not 
pass on the matter in time to hav their decision act 
as a Supersedeas before the date set for the execution 
of the sentence, application will be made to a justice 
of the United States Supreme Court for a super- 
sedeas. If these processes fail, an appeal to executiv 
clemency will be made. The petitious for clemency 
will be presented to Governor Oglesby. 

—— —9-$-9——— ——— 


Superstition, Aucient and Modern. 


These old cruel stories about this barbarous peo- 
plé and their bloodthirsty deity come down to us 
from the past laden with veneration and sanctity. 
They may be repugnant to reason,eyet to the minds 
of the superstitious, they must not be regarded.. 
rationally, but must becontemplated through the eye 
of faith. We can throw away an old fashioned ma- 
chine for one with new improvements. We can giv 
up the canal-boat for the railroad car. We can giv 
up flag signals for the telegraph. Our ancestors had 
to giv up the copying of manuscripts to the printing- 
press, and so with thousands of mechanical improve- 
ments and methods of study. We hav had to 
abandon the inferior for the superior. But in relig- 
ion it isnot so. No matter how low and debasing 
the literature of the Bible, no matter how obscene 
many of its stories are, or how barbarous, cruel, and 
utterly worthless the God of the Old Testament has 
become, there are millions so superstitious, so en- 
slaved by tradition and fear, that it would be almost 
impossible for them even to think fora moment of 
giving up these fetishes. Millions of them hav said 
about their neighbors, “ Ephraim is joined to his 
idols: let him alone” (Hos. iv, 17), when the truth is 
they themselvs were more blindly joined to their 
own idols than those they pitied were to theirs. 

Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade 
men (2 Cor. v, 11). 

They provoked him to jealousy with strange gods, with 
abominations provoked they him to anger (Deut. xxii 17). 

They sacrificed unto devils, not to God; to. gods whom 
they know not, to new gods that came newly up, whom 
your fathers feared not (Deut. xxxii, 17). E 

Therefore was the wrath of the Lord kindled against his 
people insomuch that he abhorred his own inheritance (Ps. 
evi, 

For a fire is kindled in mine anger and shall burn unto the ` 
lowest hell (Deut. xxii. 22). : 

a shall cast the fury of his wrath upon him (Job xx, 


For our God is a consuming fire (Heb. xii, 29). : 

For the Lord thy God is a consuming fire, even a jealous 
God (Deut. iv, 24). 

The highest duty of the Jew aud Christian was 
and is to please this angry God. Hence sacrifices of 
the Jews were numerous. The truly faithful had to 
bring to the priest the firstlings of his flocks. He 
would not receive a lamb with blemish. 

The Christian is not required to make offerings ; 
but he must come down with first-class. collections, 
donations, ete. 

If the Christian does not offer living sacrifices, he 
nevertheless pays his dues and renders service, at, the 
family altar, by returning thanks before every meal, 
by songs and prayers at conferen^e and prayer-meet- 
ings, by ann upon the divine oracles two or 
three times every Sunday, by joining in annual feasts 
and fasts in honor of his God. R-ligion has a vast 
amount of routine work and hard cash connected 
with it. 

Josephus, speaking of the Jews, says: “ They also 
endeavor to move the gods as they would the vilest 
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men, by gifts and presents, as looking for nothing: 


else than to receive some great mischief from them 
. unless they pay them wages." l 

“The minds of men,” observes Grote in his His- 
tory of Greece, “ were prone to the belief that what 
they were suffering arose from the displeasure of the 

ods.” 

Gibbon declares that “fear has been the original 
parent of superstitions, and every new calamity urges 
trembling mortals to deprecate the wrath of heaven.” 

Hence we hav fast days and other forms of worship 

- in which we try to please an angry God. In fact, 
nearly all forms of religious service are but little 
more than attempts to placate an angry God. 

j GODS WRATH. 

Every great calamity is supposed to be a visitation 
of God's wrath poured out upon the people because 
of some particular sin, or sins. — . 

An earthquake is a visitation of divine displeasure 
upon those who despise his holy laws by fishing or 
swimming on Sunday. Cholera and yellow fever are 
distinetiv marks of heaven's wrath. The burning of 
great cities, as Chicago and Boston, was, according 
to the clergy, & divine punishment of wieked people 
on aecount of their corruptions. 

Every evil i$ supposed to come from the afflictiv 
hand of the great unknown. 

In 1876 there was a general convention of grass- 
hoppers held in’ the state of Minnesota. They lost 

' no time in passing useless resolutions, but enacted 

that every particular grasshopper should appropriate 

. a8 much green. substance as be could conveniently 

- carry away with him. The result in a short time was 
that all the grass and grain of Minnesota was eaten 
up. The granger was stricken with grief and alarm. 
He was not confident that the grasshoppers had 
finished their work. There was no telling what they 
might eat next. But it came to pass in those days 
that the Lord raised up a mighty man who was gov- 
ernor of the land. Now, this great man was called 
Pillsbury. And it came to pass when Governor 
Pillsbury saw how great an evil had befallen the 
land, he quailed and said, **This is one too many for 
me." While he pondered this thing in his mind, be- 
hold the angel of superstition came to him and said, 
** Arise, go forth, count your beads backward and for- 
ward, three times a day for seven days." And after 
he had counted his beads three times a day for seven 
days, lo! the angel of superstition rested down upon 
his bald pate again, saying unto him, * Write a de- 
cree, O governor, in all languages, and send it to the 
Danes, Swedes, Norwegians, Bohemians, Germans, 
English, and Irish, commanding them to assembly 

` on a certain Black Friday for fasting, confession, and 
prayer. Let every dweller in Minnesota on that day 
put on sackcloth and ashes on account of his sins and 
the sins of the people. Let him confess to the great 
unknown that he justly deserves the visitation of the 
grasshoppers. Let him pray that they may take 
their flight into Nebraska, or Wisconsin, or anywhere 
out-of this land.” And the governor did according to 
the command of the angel of superstition. He writ 
a decree in all languages and tongues, appointing a 
day of fasting, confession, and prayer. And all the 
tribes of Minnesota assembled in their tabernacles 
on the appointed day, and with broken hearts con- 
fessed that they had broken the unknown laws of 
the great unknown, and that they were sorry for it, 
and would never do it again. And then the high 
priests came forward to take up a collection and to say 
unto their people that in the space of a time and a 
half time the grasshoppers would sojourn with them 
no longer. And it came to pass after not many days 
that there was nothing more for the grasshoppers to 
eat except trees and rail fences. Then they all arose 
as one grasshopper, and on a strong west wind were 
carried into the land of Dakota, or somewhere else. 

But there was nothing remarkable in the great 
miracle wrought by the hand of Governor Pillsbury. 
God's people hav always done wonderful things, and 
they are bound to keep up the wonders. The world 
needs wonders, and the church is the market for all 
sorts cf mysteries and wonderful things. 

Pope Calixtus III. exorcised and expelled Halley's 
Comet iu 1456 from the skies. . 

In 1474, at Berne, Maybugs were excommunicated 
by a bishop, and at a later date tradition has it that 
St. Patrick banished toads from Ireland. In view of 
these well-known matters of imagination, we must 
make some little allowance for the governor, and 
also because of his being a Christian. 

The first execution fulminated against animals is recorded 


in the twelfth century. St. Foix, in his '** Essais Historiques 
sur Paris,” states that the bishop of Laon pronounced in 1120 


an injunction against caterpillars and field-mice on account | 


of the ravages they made on the crops (Credulities, p. 291, 
by W. Jones). 

In our country and times people do not attempt to 
excommunicate anything. But they do resort to 
prayers against potato bugs and locusts. Generally, 
however, prayers against potato bugs are topped off 
with a few sprinkles of paris green. 

In the ** Annuaire du Dápartment de lAisne? (1812) are 
full details of a sentence pronounced on a hog (June 14, 
1494) by tbe mayor of St. Martin de Laon for having défacié 
‘and strangled a child in its cradle. The sentence concludes 
thus; ‘‘ We, in detestation and horror of this crime, and in 


order to make an example and satisfy justice, hav declared, 
judged, sentenced, pronounced, and appointed that the said 
hog, being detained a prisoner, and confined in said abbey, 
shall be, by the executioner, hung and strangled on a gibbet. 
near and adjoining the gallows in jurisdiction of the said 


.monks, being near their copyhold of Avin" (Credulities, p. 


293, W. Jones). 


A remarkable feature about this séntence is that 
the hog was sentenced to death without benefit of 
the elergy, and that the judge was very particular 
not to say, “ And may God hav mercy on your soul.” 
It is not quite so certain, however, that the clergy 
did not hav the benefit. of. the hog after he was killed. 

THE HEBREWB WERE IDOLATERS. 

There is abundant proof that they did not regard 
their God as the only god, but merely the greatest of 
all gods. - There are evidences that the Jews were 
idolatrous more or less through all their history. It 
is simply a proof that they received their religion as 
allother ethnic peoples had received their, namely, 
from current traditions. The negativ features of re- 
ligion, as fear, ignorance, superstition, manifested 
themselvs quite as naturally among the Jews as 
among other tribes. 

Idolatry was simply a worship of other gods than 
those admitted in the Hebrew theology. 

One of the wrongs done most frequently by the 
Jews was that of going after strange gods. When 
the Hebrew people were in the hight of their glory, 
they were the most idolatrous. i ' 

We read in all parts of the Hebrew literature of a 
plurality of gods, and that the people were prone to 
worship them. 

Rachel steafs Laban’s household gods, and with 
Jacob, her husband, runs away. Laban pursues and 
demands his goods. ‘Wherefore hast thou stolen 
my gods?" (Gen. xxxi, 30). . 

“Thou shalt hav no other gods before me?" Then 
there were other gods? But if the infinit God said 
this, how foolish, stale, and flat for him to dignify 
scraps of wood, stone, and metal as gods! He ought 
to hav known better. 

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image [a god] 
or any likeness of anything [another god] that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth. . 

For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then 
your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing 
good and evil (Gen. iii, 5). 

na is like unto thee, O Lord, among the gods? (Ex. 
xv. 11. 

For the Lord your God is the God of gods, and the Lord 
of lords. The Lord God of gods, the Lord God of gods, he 
knoweth, and Israel he shall know (Josh. xxii, 22). 

P odd chose new gods; then was war in the gates (Judges 
v, 8). i 

' Whereupon the king took counsel and made two calves of 
gold, and said unto them, It is too much for you to go up 
to Jerusalen ; behold thy Gods, O Israel, which brought thee 
up out of the land of Egypt (1 Kings xii, 28). 

Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, So let 
the gods do tó me, and more also, if I make not thy life as 
the ae of one of them by to-morrow about this time (1 Kings 
xix, 2). 

eee the gods there is none like unto thee, O Lord (Ps. 
lxxxvi, 8). 

O giv thanks unto the God of im for his mercy endureth 
forever. O giv thanks to the Lord of lords, for his mercy 
endureth forever (Ps. exxxvi, 2. 8). - 

I will praise thee with my whole heart; before the gods 
will I sing praise unto thee (Ps. cxxxviii, 1). 

The king answered unto Daniel and said, Of a truth it js, 
that your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings (Dan. 
il . 

"o, great is the Lord, and greatly to be feared above all 
gods (1 Chron. xvi, 25). 

And the house which I build is great, for great is our God 
above all gods (2 Chron. ii, 5). LX 

For I know that the Lord is great, and that our Lord is 
above all gods (Ps. cxxxv, 5). 

For the Lord is a great God, and a great king above all 
gods (Ps. xcv, 3). 

For thou Lord art high above all the earth; thou art ex- 
alted far above all gods (Ps. xcvii, 9). : 

Worship him, all ye gods (Ps. xcviii, 7). 

There are about two hundred places in the Bible 
where it refers to the gods. They were a common 
commodity, and of a very inferior quality. With the 
roling ages their numbers hav gradually become 
beautifully less, and the luster of the few who still 
survive is greatly dimmed. W. S. Bett. 

(ro BE OONOLUDED.) 
— n ( 
"Ihe Edueation of Men and Women. 


The following statistical paragraph appeared in 
the Albany Argus of August 24, 1887: 

Of the 365 colleges and universities in the United States, 
278 are church schools, averaging 18 teachers and 198 
students to a schoo]; 78 are non-sectarian schools, averaging 
15 teachers and 136 students. 

Here we see the potency of organized theology as 
to education. The primary object and drift tend to 
the education of men (not women) to fil up the 
ranks of the priesthood and loafing missionaries. 

Let us look at our own state, the state of New 
York Two years ago I obtained from the regents of 
the university the following facts: Endowments to 
institutions exclusivly for males, $12,647,604; exclu- 
sivly for females, $2,007,960, of which Matthew 
Vassar, a Freethinker, gave $1,151,655. 

Until then in our state the account stood more 
than $12,000 000 for theological manufactories, and 
less than $1.000,000 for the education of women. 

Albany, N. Y. M. MoGowen. 


Centennial of the Constitution. 

In this jubilee at hand, seeming to be hastily 
sprung on the nation, there are doubtless secret aims 
and motivs, to be criticised, that call for first atten- 
tion. Christians, as well as Freethinkers, should 
look for the underlying animus of the iilusiv glorifi- 
cation ere they commit favorably to measures the 
councils devise or seek to consummate. The com-. 
mission working up the convocation being ecclesias- 
tical; the present attitude of the church toward 
democracy being aggressiv; its many powerful asso- 
ciations being zealously engaged in subverting the 
principles of the Constitution; the bold and general de- 
sign evidently being to further usurp the people's char- 
tered rights—all this, showing thesectarian bias of the 
demonstration, indicates the political and ecclesias- 
tical importance of the assemblage to the movers of 
it. Signs of management to suppress the vital force 
of the Constitution hav long been apparent, and also 
certified by positiv declaration in frequent statements 
that God as revealed by the Bible must be the 
acknowledged head of the Constitution. Yet, all 
know, or ought to, that would annul it, for the creeds 
of both Catholics and Protestants, based on the 
Bible, allow no self government to a human being or 
to a collectiv people. But, seeing the American 
affection for a republic, the rights Revolutionary 
fathers achieved and embodied in a chartered govern- 
ment, both wings of the great church hav delusivly 
professed sympathy and countenance of the democ- 
racy; while, by every favor gained and added act, 
they hav mocked its provisions, counting on the 
stupor of the masses to suppose such a solecism as a 
Christian republic could exist. The gratitude to be 
expressed for past success in rejecting the intent of 
the republic and its basic documents will doubtless 
be sincere. Thinkers, instead of looking on the com- 
ing show as friendly to liberty, will see a gigantic 
effort to blind by enthusiasm, and win a victory by 
hurried, disguised influences. If the crowd, and 
especially the official authority expected, are swayed 
as anticipated, the tune will soon turn, and we shall 


thear the boast, It took the gospel but one century to 


reverse the Infidel policy of the Constitution. A 
Truru SEEKER editorial of August 20th put out a 
good leader on this affair. Two weeks’ watching for 
Liberals to chime in discovers no sign of concern, 
and snatching my warning pen I invite all the 
would-be free who possibly can to attend the jubilee 
and try to learn something of its real inwardness. 
TiLLorson. 


—— 1 
Arrant Hypocrits. 


Among their inconsistencies and hypocrisies there 
is not one so bold and inexcusable as their treatment 
of the colored race in their midst by the Christian 
sects. It is no question of taste—it goes to the 
very root of Christianity itself, as taught by Jesus 
Christ. Who could hav believed that the professing 
followers of Jesus, more than a thousand years after 


held those black people in slavery for ages, and being 
freed by the power of Freethought to set them free, 
would leave the poor, ignorant creatures to them- 
selvs, as though they were brute beasts. Wherever 
heaven may be and the “many mansions of his 
father’s house,” on this earth there is no room in a 
Christian church for the black people. There must 
be a black heaven and black mansions there—accord- 
ing to the Christian practice on earth. 

The negro has been excluded from fellowship with 
white Chrigtians until now, everywhere, his race is 
worshiping by itgelf, in its own buildings, of denomina- 
tions peculiar to itself. ‘“ Come up, fellow. Christians, 
and giv us something for the missions. Help the 
Lord against the mighty." Yes, yes, we send millions 
of dollars to convert “ blacky” away off in Africa's 
center, and there we preach to him and worship with 
him where nobody sees us.  Ánd right here are 
millions of them, except in lacking savagery, inferior 
to him of. Africa, just like little children left en- 
tirely to their own guidance, and a most wonderful 
thing they make of it. 

Socially this religion might be a benefit to the 
negro here by the influence of association with the 
whites. At least, the Christians believe so; and yet 
the only opportunity of doing any good is neglected. 
I will except the Roman Catholic church from this 
denunciation. The blacks come into that church the 
equals of emperors and kings. Unfortunately for 
the blacks, none of them, so to speak, are Catholics. 
Every excuse made by Christians in this matter is a 
pitiful evasion. 

“The blacks won't unite with us "—since you kept 
them out for twenty years. 

“They prefer to be alone"— since you hav edu- 
cated them to go alone by your neglect. 

No doubt some kind of superstition is adapted and 
required for the ignoraut or uncivilized. The devil 
himself ought to be a Methodist. But whether we 
believe 80 or not, the pretended followers of “ the 
Lamb" so profess; 4.e., that it is a restraint. - They 
all declare that if they thought as we do, they 
“would go out throat-cutting and robbing.” No 
doubt they are right about it. Why, then, not asso- 
ciate blacks with them? Horr. 


the establishment of his religion, and after having . 
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The Ministers and the Constitution. 


If there were anything that could make one dis- 
satisfied with our national Constitution. it would be 
the comparisons the clergy make with it. For the 
Constitution, bear in mind, was the work of states- 
men and not churchmen. Thomas Jefferson, the 
Materialist and Infidel, of Virginia, did more to shape 
our nation’s policy and charter than all the Christians 


alive in his time. 

The centennial of the Constitution, celebrated last 
week in Philadelphia, has been the occasion for too 
much ministerial swashhuckling. Said the Rev. N. 
B. Thompson, Free Baptist, from his pulpit last 
Sunday: 


** More than a hundred years ago, certain God-fearing men 
who believed in the exercise of right thought thev saw in 
this largely undeveloped continent great national possibilities. 
Thev. believed God, who takes an especial interest in the 
nation that fears him, wonld make of the peonle for himself 
a ‘Kingdom of priests. and a holy nation. Nor were they 
mistaken. I verily believe the framers of the Constitution 
were moved bv a holy sense of inspiration. That instrument, 
our country’s Bible and bulwark. has remained unchanged 
and unharmed through the vicissitudes of a century. No 
rude hand has torn it in shreds, no despotic heel ground it to 
dust, no traitorous hand has torn it from our national vol- 
ume, but it still remains the best evidence of human great- 
ness. And why? Because it is of man for the glory of 
God.” 

And then—to show his gentle and forgiving spirit, 
perhaps—he added : 


*t T thank God also for the judicial decision by which the 
action of the lower Court was confirmed in passing sentence 
of death upon the seven Anarchists of Chicago. Hang these 
men? Yes, and every man who daw disturb the very 
divine mechanism of government bv which this great nation 
livs. Woe to the men who aim at ouroverthrow! We offer 
all possible advantages to any and all who come to our 
shores to liv. and liv peaceably among us; but, I repeat. 
woe to any of them who would daresto disturb our society 
by their pernicious doctrins or seek to change or subvert our 
form of government! Hang these Anarchists? ‘Yes, every 
one of them." 


On the same day, the Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts, 
Presbyterian, oped his mouth: 


** The chief reason of hope that as a nation we will endure 
in immortal vouth is that our institutions are so inextricably 
entwined with God that no Infidel plot can unravel them into 
Secular weakness. Onr nation Can never be a sectarian na- 
tion with a state establishment of religion, but it has always 
been and always must be a Christian nation. The very flax 
from which our institutions were spun was Christian in its 
European roots. Christian in its American stalks, and to-day, 
with all the Infidels, Anarchists. Socialists, and atrocitists now 
among us, we are still a Christian people. Remember that 
we are distinctivlv a Christian nation. Not only are the peo- 
ple, who are the finer threads in the national life, a Christian 
people, but the states, which make up its coarser strands, are 
Christian states. Clearly, in sentiment at least, the nation is 
Christian. Our work is to keep it so by better laws and 
better lives.” 


The Rev. Dr. Chesney, Methodist, after hitting his 
congregation for being cold in their Christianity— 
which being interpreted means, not paying the 
preachers sufficient cash—said: 


“ God is the author 5f national life. He has created not 


the periods and places of nations, and their boundaries in | siasm which now distinguishes their propaganda. If 


time and space. This doctrin needs no defense. It comes 
with the authority of God's word. Let me say here that it 
seems to me & good omen, a happy coincidence, that at the 
very time we are celebrating our national centennial the 
news should come to us that the sentence of the Anarchists 
has been confirmed. On the divine side our safety is in 
God.” 

The Rev. William Lloyd, Congregationalist, and 
of whom better things might hav been expected, made 
& fool of himself in this wise: : 

** Every nation is a tower of Babel or a temple of the living 
God. In looking at the dangers to America from irreligion 
we are met at the outset by the charge that the danger of 
religion, as shown by the Romau Catholie church, is very 
great. It is true that this church goes into politics, and any 
church that does this is a danger to the republic. "The cele- 
brated alliteration, ‘Rum, Romanism, and Rebellion,’ will 
not soon be forgotten, and the sting in it is the word Roman- 
ism. Bat no peril from religion is comparable to that of 
irreligion. The reason why some of ‘he so-called leaders [of 
the workingmen] attack Christianity is because they recog- 
nize in it the surest guardian of the state. A great enemy of 
religion is the pure worldliness which seems to be increasing 
with our wealth. Our life is like that of Rome in the 
Augustan age. In our amusements we see thinly veiled the 
immorality which marked the downfall of the French. Our 
hoardings are an insult to our wives and daughters as they 
go to church. All agree that the theater is degenerating, 
and before lorg its greatest friends will be unable to defend 
it. Surely something muy be done to better this. Decay of 
religion is indicated by the non-recognition of God as the 
giver of wealth. Decay of godliness re&ults in decay of 
morality, as all history shows.. Commerce did not save 
Tyre, education did not save Greece, armies did not suve 
Rome. We should heed the lesson, and remember that 
righteousness exalteth a nation. Our liberties can be. pie- 
served by religion alone.” 

The preachers are bound to glorify their calling 
and exaggerate the importance of the Myth they 
serve, thereby strengthening the foundations and 
superstructure of the mammoth edifice of supersti- 
tion they hav reared, and keeping the people still 
longer in subjection to them. But to anyone who 
knows the history and traditions of this country 
their talk sounds exceedingly childish. 

O 
“ Dead Issues.” 

A great majority of the leaders and workers in the 
different labor parties and organizations, if we except 
the waning Knights of Labor, are practically Free- 
thinkers. In Henry George's last fall campaign the 
orators of the Liberal Club were the orators also of 
the embryo United Labor party. The Anarchists, 
generally, are Atheists. The Socialists, to a large 
extent, are not of the church; and the United Labor 
party, the Anarchists, and the Socialists are in the 
forefront of the battle for Labor Reform. The old 
Land Reformers of the days of George Evans were 
Infidels, and their survivors are Infidels, but they 
hav either become inactiv or joined themselvs with 
other organizations under a different name. Dr. 
Edward McGlynn bas put himself on record as in 
favor of the Nine Demands of Liberalism, and a great 
many of his followers would do the same if their 
opinion were to be given on the subject. 

It is to be regretted that among all these there are 
so few to be found who put the first emphasis upon 
their opposition to the union of church and state, 
and upon the necessity of freeing the human mind 
from its bondage to the Christian superstition. 
“ God,” say some of them, “is a man of straw, which 
you Infidels are continually setting up and knocking 
over.” 

That statement can never be true while to “con- 
tumeliously reproach” this “man of straw,” or to 
ridicule his so-called word, can land an American 
citizen in jail, or subject him to a fine. 

“The church,” say others, “is a moribund institu- 
tion that is dying at the root. Let it alone. The 
whole matter is a dead issue.” 

That statement can never be true so long as the 
Catholic church continues to grow as it is growing 
in this country. It may be rotten at the root, but 
its branches are spreading and reaching into public 
offices and public schools. The church will not die 
while it feeds at the public crib. Freethought and 
the Demands of Secularism will not become dead 
issues until they are realized. 

The Demands are plain, clearly defined, and easily 
understood, and that fact may be against them. We 
know what would result from their adoption. Per- 
haps if the Henry Georgeites knew exactly what 
would occur under the single tax system they would 
not advocate it. If the Socialists could look so far 
ahead as to realize precisely the meaning of Social- 


only the individual, but the nation itself. He has determined | ism practicalized, they might loge some of the enthu- 


Christians could guess what an eternity of praise 
singing must be to a lover of variety, how many 
would care to attain the orthodox heaven ? . 

Asa matter of fact, there never was a livelier and 
more vital issue than Freethought. Thought must 
precede action in order that the action may be in- 
telligent, and Freethought must precede speech in 
order that speech may be honest. Unless a person 
be a Freethinker we hav no way of knowing whether 
an opinion which he may giv upon any subject is his 
own opinion, or an opinion the opposit of which he 
is not at liberty to either entertain or express. 

An issue should not be allowed to die simply be- 
cause it is undisputed and accepted. If that were to 
be done the social reformer must abandon the advo- 
cacy of his theories.as soon as he becomes ‘convinced 
that he thoroughly understands them, and: Socialism 
and Henry Georgeism would thereupon become 
* dead issues.” 

While the Labor movement is opposed as it is by 
pope, priest, and preacher, its advocates ought to be 
able to see who their enemies are, and how necessary 
it is that religious prejudice and ecclesiastical author- 
ity be destroyed. The excommunicated McGlynn, 
who has just excommunicated the Socialists, is a 
standing example. Besides, what would the. Social- 
ists think if they should finally open their eyes far 
enough to discover that they are expelled from 
among Henry George’s religious crusaders because 
they are Infidels? Would they still believe that the 


religious question is a dead issue?” 
M — —9—9—— — ——— —— 


The Gospel for France. 

It requires not a little assurance to put the great 
republic of France alongside of Africa in its “need 
of missionaries,” but the Christians of this land hav 
done it, and are appealing to American Christians for 
funds for “the evangelization of Paris.” A writer 
from Paris in one of our religious journals pleads: 
“ To American churches the appeal should come with 
fresh urgency. I cannot but feel that in this age of 
missions we should use a wise economy of means and 
men, and do the utmost for the fields that are in a 
critical condition. ‘The next five or ten years of such 
evangelistic effort as has been expended. may save 
France from Infidelity, and may awaken to a warmer 
and higher life its struggling Protestant churches. 
There are so many reasons why we should do more 
for this land that we are rather surprised we hav so 
tardily responded to the call to do for its white har- 
vest fields.” 

This minister must be congratulated upon having 
reached the top of the mountain of Christian impu- 
dence. These insignificant preachers of the supersti- 
tion of an ignorant tramp, sitting upon hills of their 
own: conceit and patronizing the splendid republic of 
France, with her magnificent achievements for civili- 
zation, is a revelation which-must astonish the com- 
mon sense of the world. And when it is recollected 
that in France the great victories of civilization hav 
been won in spite of that religion, and in the very 
teeth of the opposition of its priests, which Amer- 
icans are now asked to furnish funds to propagate, 
amazement is dumb. Christian audacity and conceit 
hav no farther to go. 

The history of France is one of the inspiring his- 
tories of the world. The never-ending fight her 
people hav made for liberty, for enlightenment, for 
civilization of a high and refined type, is the theme 
for poets, the example for other countries, the guid- 
ance of statesmen in every clime. With scarcely an 
exception, every spot on the lilies of France is a 
aplash of blood shed by the Christian church. All 
the tyrants of France hav been in Jeague with the 
Christian church. The slavery of her peasantry is 
the work of that same church. The ignorance and 
superstition found in her rural districts are the result 
of and fostered by Christian authority. It was the 
Christian religion which selected her battlefields, 
built her inquisitions, and dug her graves in which 
was buried the brain of France, leaving alive only 
the cowards and the church’s tools. It was the ` 
Christian religion, administered by the Roman Cath- 
olie church, which kept the common people of Paris 
in the gutters, harnessed the peasant women to the 
plow, made their children naked brutes, scarcely bet- 
ter than swine, starved almost the whole population, 
and finally forced them to become the fiends we 
read about in the histories of the French Revolution. 
Yet all this while these poor, abused images of hu- 
manity loved the church, submitted to the priests, 
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reverenced the deity, and believed in the Christian 
religion. Finally their eyes were opened, the intel- 
ligent among them were chosen rulers, they broke 
the religious yoke, and sprang to the front of nations. 
Through centuries of misery to a glimpse of freedom, 
then back to slavery under king and priest, but never 
losing sight of liberty’s goal, has the French nation, 
` weary and bloody, pressed. To-day there is but one 
country—and that a republic owing its life to her— 
that stands as high in civilization and enjoys as much 
freedom aà the republic of France, which these con- 
ceited descendants of the Roman Catholic church are 
asking funds to “evangelize.” France has had her 
evangelization, and she desires no more. Her Chris- 
tian evangels were evangels of blood, of murder, of 
rapine and unutterable ferocity. Her Infidelity was 
her rescuer and her savior, and is her bond and 
guarantee of future freedom and prosperity. 

If the efforts of these self-seeking fanatics hav 
effect other than to make the people of Paris smile, 
it will be to excite in them feelings of angry contempt. 

—— 


Pious Humbugs. 

The religious press. makes such great use of the 
observance of Sunday by the managers of the Dela- 
ware, Lackawanna and Western Road that the fol- 
lowing from the Evening Post is interesting : 


“ The danger of assuming facts for the basis of an argu. 
ment is frequently illustrated in the conduct of the religious 
press, but has never appeared more clearly than in an article 
jn the last number of the Baptist Weekly, entitled ‘No Loss 
by Sunday Observance, which is designed to show that the 
price of Lackawanna shares is due to the fact that the com- 
pany runs no Sunday trains. . Says the Baptist Weekly : 

* In the case of railroads, it is urged that it is a necessity to run 
Sunday trains, but there are.conspicuous examples where the 
opposit necessity is urged—that of rest for all employees for one 
day in the week, and where so far no Sunday trains hav passed 
over the road. It would seem that this course, pursued by at least 
one important railway management, pays; viz., the Delaware, 
Lackawanna and Western Railroad... . . 

“ From the beginning it has been in the hands of Christian men, 

_who hav positivly refused to do business or run trains on the Sab- 
bath. Even when appealed to by the managers of a camp-meeting 
to allow trains to run for the accommodation and the prvfit of the 
managers. a8 well as for its own profit, it steadfastly refused, say- 
ing simply, ‘ Our trains do not run on Sunday.’ 

“ And then our contemporary ‘turns to the latest stock 
reports,’ and finds that Lackawanna shares bear a high price, 
while many other shares are low, and it inquires: ‘ Does it 
pay to hav regard to the law of God in railroading? Now, 
of course, the fact is that for many years the Delaware, 
Lackawanna and Western Road has run trains out of 
Hoboken every Sunday morning, and, to make matters 
worse, they were ‘theater trains,’ ministering to a form 

' of pleasure which some religious papers do not approve. 
The current time-table shows that, in addition to these, the 
company regularly runs six other trains ‘on Sundays also,’ 
which, furthermore, chiefly are through trains, going over 
the length of the main line and various branches. Worse 
even than this, there are, and for years hav beén, two trains 

‘on Sundays only,’ and these not trains for conveyance of 

passengers, which might be counted among ‘works of 


mercy, but ‘milk trains,’ the object of which is only to |. 


make money. It may be doubted whether the principle of 
the spiritual harvest is that ‘it pays,’ in the form of divi- 
dends, ‘to hav regard to the law of God in railroading,’ but 
it always pays to hav regard to facts in arguing.” 

It was only a few weeks ago that a Methodist 
organ commended this road for refusing to run 
a train to a Methodist camp-meeting on Sunday, and 
Sam Sloan, the president, and his managers were 
highly extolled. The solid facts are that the road 
does run trains on Sundays when it finds it necessary 
to do so to compete with other lines, and it refuses 
to run trains on Sunday only to those places where 
there is no opposition, and the traffic of which it has 
by the throat, so to speak, and can do with it as 
it likes. A picayunish economy, and not regard for 
the Sabbath, is the real secret of Sam Sloan’s Sunday 
observance, and there is not a meaner conducted 
railroad in the country. Its Morris & Essex branch, 
for example, while enjoying a passenger traffic worth 
thousands of dollars a week, is & seedy little road, 
with slow engins, dirty coaches, and high rates of 
fare. The Pennsylvania road, which for a few miles 
runs parallel, sends out, for less traffic, and at lower 
rates, splendid coaches and fast engins, and makes 
no pretense to piety. The value of the Lackawanna 
road is derived from its coal-fields and the penny- 
pinching policy which controls its passenger traffic, 
and not because God smiles on its pious managers. 

When we lived on the line of the D., L. & W. 
there was but one thing that enabled us to keep 
patience with it. That was that Samuel Colgate, 
the soap chandler, of John street, was shaken up 
twice a day in its rattling cars for six days in the 
week. Sundays he attended the Baptist church, and 


put on a humble look of piety as he played the! 


> 


usher. When he came to New York on Sundays he | are left with nothing but a parochial school to which 


rode on another road. 
———— — 9-4-99— — ———— 


An Undesirable Citizen. 


Mr. John Most, the Anarchist, desires to become 
an American citizen, but the naturalization authorities 
will not permit him to file his declaration of his in- 
tentions. The grounds of the refusal are his answers 
to the following questions: 

** Q.—Are you Herr Most? | À.— Yes, sir. 

* Q.—Do you believe in the Constitution of the United 
States, and are you well disposed to the good order and hap- 
piness of the people who liv under it? A.—Yes, sir. 

* Q.—Do you believe in obeying the laws as they are 
passed by the proper authorities of the state of New York? 
A.—Yes, if they are good laws. 

** Q.—If laws were passed by the properly constituted 
authorities that were detrimental to the interests of the peo- 
ple, would you consider it proper to seek a remedy by resort 
to the ballot, or would you use force and resistance? A.—If 
I believed that such laws interfered with the rights of the 
people I should consider it my duty to use force against the 
authorities. 

**Q.—Hav you not been punished for violating the laws? 
A.—I hav; but those laws were unconstitutional, and I was 
unjustly convicted. -If I had the power to appeal to the Su: 
preme Court of the United States my conviction would be 
reversed. I hav resisted tyranny everywhere, and intend to 
do so.” 

While the right to make this examination of a man 
merely declaring his intention to become a citizen 
may be properly questioned, there can be no doubt 
that a judge would be süstained in refusing to issue 
the final papers after these answers of Mr. Most. In 
the declaration of intention it is only necessary to 
affirm the purpose of becoming a citizen and to re. 
nounce allegiance to foreign rulers. Before taking 
the oath, however, the applicant must swear to sus- 
tain the United States Constitution. 'This Mr. Most 
positivly refuses to do. But the naturalization clerk 
has got the cart before the horse, and the courts 
may yet compel him to receive Mr. Most’s declaration. 

We do not imagin that the Anarchist would be any 


more dangerous as an American citizen than he is 


now as & windy revolutionist. But unless he pro- 
poses to support the Constitution and effect his social 
reforms in a constitutional manner, it is no infringe- 
ment of his rights to deny him citizenship. 
—————— 9 r 


` Catholicism in the Northwest. 


The people of Melrose, Minn., are experiencing the 
blessings of possessing a Roman Catholic hierarchy 
wiling and able to run their publie schools. So 
great, indeed, has the blessing become that the non- 
Roman-Catholie population are disturbed lest their 
children shall hav no school privileges whatever. A 
committee of Melrose citizens set forth the facts in 
the St. Paul and Minneapolis Pioneer Press. 

It appears that two years ago the German Catholic 
priest of Melrose built a parochial school, in accord- 
ance with the orders of his superiors. 
population of his district is about two hundred, one- 
half of whom are children of Roman Catholics. The 
usual term of the public school was about nine 
months. Last July, at the annual school meeting, 
the priest appeared with his horde and voted that 
the public school term should consist of only five 
months, and that only two hundred dollars should be 
voted for expenses. Twice thereafter the citizens 
called school meetings, at each of which the priest 
appeared with his parishioners, including the sisters 
of the order of St. Benedict, and defeated the attempt 
to extend the school term to nine months. The 
priest also elected one of his tools as clerk of the 
district, and another as school director. At the last 
school meeting the priest said to his parishioners: 
“The laws relating to public schools are made by 
men and to suit themselvs, but you are not allowed 
to send your children to those schools. God says 
so, for the church says so, and whatever the church 
says is the same as if God said it.” 

The policy of the Roman Catholic church shows 
very plainly in this matter. It is to establish parochial 
schools, and then by force of numbers cripple or dis- 
continue the public schools, until the Protestant and 
Secular voters are forced to concede the full demand 


of the church, which is a pro rata division of all. 


public school funds between the Roman Catholics 
and the rest of the people. In this instance the term 
of the parechial school is to be ten months, while the 
priest claims that for the public school five months 
is a reasonable term. In addition, and by the direc- 
tion of the priest, the clerk of the district refuses to 
hire a teacher for the publie school, so that parents 


The school | 


to send their children. 

Other school districts in the same county are 
also asking for aid to protect their schools from 
the influence of the Catholic church, and a call will 
be issued for a mass convention of the friends of 
public schools throughout the county to meet at 
Melrose to perfect an organization for the protection 
of the public schools of the county. The committee 
of citizens say: “Melrose is struggling with a 
stronger power than the press of to-day are aware 
of ; but if the fight continues it will not be long be- 
fore the eyes of the people of the state will be opened 
to the power that has crowded the issue here, possi- 
bly prematurely.” 

The friends of the public schools will do well to 
take note of this case, and it givs added force to 
Dr. MeGiynn’s charge against the German Cath- 
olics of the Northwest. The aim of the church is as 
plain as plain can be, and the wayfarer must indeed 


be a fool who cannot see it. . 
— — —9-9-99—— ——— —— 


Bloodthirsty Chieago. 

And so the Chicago Anarchists will be hanged un- 
less Governor Oglesby or the United States Supreme 
Court interferes ! : P es 

The people of Chieago are bloodthirsty and de- 
mand the death of individuals who desire to revolu- 
tionize society, and obtain a little more comfort for 
the workers of the world.. To this end the police, 
by perjury, connected the defendants with some 
wrétch who threw a bomb which killed seven police- 
men, the lower court by partiality secured their con- 
viction, and the higher court by sophistry sustains 
the verdict. 

That is all there is to it, and we hope the people 
of Cook county are satisfied. 

The sightless eyes of Justice are filled with tears. 


———— $7.99 —— 


Ir is a pity, says the New York Times, that a competent 
lecturer on toxicology was not sent out with the soldiers 
who hav been doing disinfecting duty in Italy. He would 
hav explained to the anti-sanitary mob the difference be- 
tween carbolic acid as a beverage and as a disinfectant. 
When the soldiers insisted that it was harmless, the crowd 
naturally demanded that they should try it on themselvs. 
One drank it and died. Two others refused to drink it and 
were killed. "This is a painfal showing for Catholic Italy, 
but it recalls the treatment of suspected witches in Puritan- 
ical England. The culprit was thrown into water over her 
depth. If she sank and drowned, it was admitted that the 
prosecution had made & mistake. If she floated she was 


promptly convicted and killed. 
. ————— 0 — 


Among the letters from our friends this week is one from 
Mr. Jamieson, in which he endeavors to justify Freethought 
lecturers in debating with the unsavory Clark Braden. When 
Clark Braden’s character is shown to be as good as D. M. 
Bennett’s, or even as Talmage’s or Cook’s, we will with- 
draw our objections. But Clark Braden, in addition to 
being a reprobate in about all ways possible, has persist- 
ently, maliciously, and indefatigably slandered a family of 
Freethinkers, réspected by every one who enjoys the 
slightest acquaintance with them, and then has the brazen 
hardihood to ask their friends to meet him as an equal on a 
public platform. It should not be done. Gentlemen will 
not associate with blackguards; and, for one, we are loyal 
enough to our friends to refuse to treat with their black- 
mailing foes. And no Christian church who knows Clark 
Braden will put him forward as a representativ. There are 
some things which even the Christians refuse to do, and we 
are willing to concede that Christianity is not responsible for 
Braden. His villainy proceeds from his own inherent, 
natural, personal rottenness of character. His ancestry 
must hav been terriffle. 


rt — — —— : 
They Ought to be Ashamed of Themselvs. 
From the Hinton, W. Va., Mountain Herald, 

On last Monday the brethren and sisters met at Griffith’s 
school-house, Summers county, W. Va., to settle a church 
difficulty. The trouble was adjnstcd and the offending 
brother taken back into the church. But it seems that his 
sores were not healed, and when the meeting was dismissed 
he could not resist the temptation to giv his enemy a punch 
in the short ribs with his umbrella. And then the row be- 
gan. Samuel, indignant at the thrust. arose in his might, 
and seized the wicked John. ’Twas Greek to Greek, and 
great the tug of war. Each clansman to his chieftain rushed 
with shout and yell, bent on vengeance. Benches groaned, 
chairs flew high in air, women screamed, and clung des- 
perately to their respcctiv lords; the parson through the 
window plunged in direful haste, and dread confusion 
reigned. Fortunately, however, no blood was shed, no 
bones were broken. John’s coat was torn into shreds, one 
dear women got a black eye (accidentally, of course), some 
hair was pulled, some linen stained, and this is about all of the 
physical damage done; but who can estimate the moral evil 
that will result from it? Can these people imagin the injury 
they hav done the church, and religion generally, by this 
disgraceful scene? Each and every one engaged in this ugly 
affair shonld be heartily ashamed of himself, and resolve to so 
liv in the future as to atone for the evil done. They should 
each ask the other's pardon, and remember that they are 
under obligations to society to liv as civilized beings, not as 
savages, 
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Letters from friends. 


WyasDoTTE, Kan., Sept. 4, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: I am a constant .reader of your valuable pa- 
per, and am very much pleased with your way of handling 
thé so-called Christian religion. I inclose $1 for pamphlets. 
Epwin M. Surrg. 


NASHVILLE, TENN., Sept. 8, 1887. 
Mx. EprroR: Please find $1.50 for Tue TRUTH SEEKER, 


my dearest friend, for I enjoy the various contributors in | 


this paper. The Liberal element is weak here, and needs a 
good, vigorous organizer such as Mr. S. P. Putnam to raise 
us from our lethargy. Liberals are afraid of the long-faced 
man. They will speak in private what they would not say 
in the presence of church people or in public. Such men are 
worse than the ordinary church people. They are double- 


faced. I lived thirty-two years in Chattanooga. There is a 
marked difference in the outspoken. Nashville is fifty years 
behind. J. P. MULLER. 


New Grascow, N. S., Sept. 7, 1887. 
Mr. Eprtor: The Secularists of Nova Scotia hav justbeen 
favored with an intellectual treat. Mr. Charles Watts has 
visited us and spoken grand, noble, and inspiring words. 
His visit was a splendid success, excepting that it was not 
his good fortune to meet in debate ‘‘foemen worthy of his 
steel” On Sunday afternoon and evening Orpheus Club 
Hall, Halifax, was filled by a very intelligent audience, and 
on Monday evening it was filled to overflowing, many being 
obliged to turn away. Mr. Watts says that in his twenty- 
seven years’ experience in the lecture field he never had 
found such interest, patience, and good feeling manifested 
by people who were hearing of Secularism for the first time. 
Isend you papers containing reports of Mr. Watts's lectures 
and debates in Halifax. Kindly let your readers know that 

- the friends of mental freedom in Nova Scotia are not idle. 

Yours fraternally, F. M. BORDEN. 


Carro, ILL., Sept. 5, 1887. 

Mr. Epitor: When your '*always fresh contemporary ” 
reads your editoria] of August 27th, there will doubtless be 
a better understanding of your views on the subject under 
discussion; though it seems to me you hav always been 
extremely clear on that question, and a very impartial judge, 
seeking justicé only. 

I wish to welcome Mrs. E. A. Hilton to our ranks. 
Although she may regret her fifty years of lost time, yet shé 
will find much she can do now that she feels the necessity of 
work. I congratulate her upon her escape from mental 
bondage. l l 

Your correspondent, ‘‘ Alhaza,” sounds ‘the keynote in 
saying, ‘‘ Women must hav some share in government, or 
submit to indignities forever.” Of course. People who are 
* governed without their consent" can expect nothing but 
unfair discrimination. It has always been the case that 
those making laws for a class different from themselvs are 
unjust legislators. 

Mr. Heston's ‘‘ Rock of Ages” is a wonderful construc- 
tion, but not so full of ideal beauty as bristling facts. 

AMARALA MARTIN. 


REDDIOR, ILL., Sept. 7, 287. 

Mr. Enron: No reform journal that I hav seen do I 
like better than TuE Trots SEg&ER. It is filled to the guard 
with the best of wholesome literature of the spiciest variety. 
I will do without it no more. 

One thing puzzles me very much, and that is this. In this 
country are thousands of Infidels that are entirely unknown 
to the world. They take no Freethought paper, and are en- 
tirely ignorant as to the advancement of Infidelity. If they 
would take courage and come out and stand on the broad 
platform of right and Infidelity, we would hav one of the 
greatest revolutions that was ever fought between the ele- 
ments of science and superstition. I think a good many of 
them hav. not thoroughly evoluted yet. They are like the 
sky-pilots of the church. They Havn't evoluted from the 
ideas of the barbarous ages of the past. 'There are some 
church-members of good standing, as far as financial matters 
are concerned, and you might as well try to turn the Red 
River of the North over the Pole as t& try to make them be- 
lieve that at least a portion of the Bible is filled with bar- 
barisms. There are some superstitious bigots living here 
who stubbornly hold to their erroneous doctrin. They are 
like the church. They were born of gnorance and stupidity, 
and reared by superstition, and wil. die in it. But, thank 
nature, evolulion is working wonders in the moral world. 
Ignorance and superstition are getting so threadbare that the 
church is becoming ashamed of her works. She does not 
know how to let go, but the time is not far distant when she 
will drop her.erroneous ideas as a dog would a hot potato. 

C. B. HUNTER. 


MYRTLE CREEK, OR., Sept. 3, 1887. 

Mr. EDITOR: Religion keeps the majority of people igno. 
rant, poor, and criminally inclined, while it givs wealth, 
place, and power to a contemptible minority. This minority 
has established pernicious and false governments throughout 
the world to the extent of its ability, and where it has had 
the preéminence the most ignorance has prevailed, and the 
most horrible and atrocious crimes hav been committed. 

Under ecclesiastical rule in Europe during the Middle 
Ages the population did not double in a thousand years. 
Take Italy and many other countries that hav long been 
under the rule of the church, and view their condition. 

When an illiterate people are not allowed to become 
informed, but are imposed upon by the false and super- 
stitious doctrins of a diabolical priesthood, ignorance, pov- 
erty, and crime result. 


In countries farther advanced and under religious influence 
the laws make more criminals than the penitentiaries reform, 
and cause more insanity than the asylums'restore. They are 
in favor of the rich at the expense of the poor, and they are 
for the church at the expense of education. They rob the 
people of their land, their homes, and.evict them and drive 
them into crowded and unhealthy cities. 

Does the Christian God feed the young ravens when they 
cry? If so, why does he not feed, warm, and clothe those 
starving, crying children who hav been rendered destitute 
by the influence of his church ? 

Why does a Christian millionaire sanction the punishment 
of a beggar who steals a mere trifle, while all his misdeeds 
he heaps on Christ? “ There is a fountain filled with blood” 
for a rich Christian, but none for a poor Infidel. It is a 
blessed consolation that an Infidel does not hav to swim 
through blood to discriminate between an honest man and a 
robber. L. C. Hitt. 

Corrax, Wass. TER., Sept. 1, 1887. 

Mr. Eprrog: Mr. Putnam left here two weeks since, after 


delivering four lectures, and of the four it was hard to tell |. 


which was the best. But, if I made a preference, it would 
be for ** American Democracy." Mr. Putnam works up the 
Nine Demands in good style, and would not we be a model 
nation if governed by them. 

In the four lectures there was not one sentiment expressed 
that would not benefit mankind if lived up to, and yet the 
average Christians look for horns and hoofs when they meet 
an Infidel. Mr. Putnam was the first Freethought lecturer 
who has visited our town, and our regret was that during his 
Stay with us we were being entertained by an outdoor patent 
medicin concert, which somewhat thinned the lecture audi- 
ences; but he left a leaven in our midst, which is silently 
working its way, in the shapé of Freethought literature, of 
which he sold a large quantity. 

The perusal of a few copies of ** Bible Morals” will cause 
more Bible reading than a four weeks’ Methodist revival. 
Some of the doubtful ladies are much interested in Helen 
Gardener’s work. I think they wil doubt no longer after 
reading that book, and seeing the estimation in which the 
Bible and ancient good Christians held women. We hope to 
hav Liberal lectures often in the future, and organize a 
Secular Union as soon as practicable. 

I see by the last TRUTH SEEKER the first call for the 
Secular Union Congress. If Chicago was not so far from 
our home, my husband and self would surely attend. 

My short epistles never suit me when I get them written; 
but, to quote from a letter in the last TRUTH SEEKER, “I was 
brought up in a time when the salvation of a soul was 
of more consequence than the salvation of the head, and the 
quarterly dues must be paid whether school kept or not." 

Tuer TRUTH SEEKER is always a welcome visitor to our 
home. We could not think of doing without it. - Inclosed 
find $1.20, for which please send to my address the Nine 
Demands, as published by Charles Eckhard; “ Self-Contra- 
dictions of the Bible,” by W. H. Burr; and '' The Public 
Schools and the Catholic Church,” by Washburn. 

: Karte P. Worranp. 
Beri, N..J., Aug. 20, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: Were it not a fact that the majority of men 
hav been accustomed to be led by political and religious 
rulers, without much examination, thought, or reflection of 
their own, I should be astonished to see so many running 
after the errors of Henry George on the land question ; for a 
better system than his to lead the.laboring classes into 
greater poverty could not be devised. 

He starts out with an error and goes on adding error to 
error through à book of five hundred pages that is worth 
more for paper rags than anything else. 

He says the people of all civilized nations hav been made 
poor by private ownership of land, when the fact is directly 
the reverse. - They hav in one sense been made poor by pri- 
vate ownership, but not in the true sense of that term. The 
working classes hav not been made poor by owning land, but 


‘by robbing them of it and permitting drones and Shylocks to 


own it and use it in enslaving the landless workers. Noth- 
ing but private ownership of land will ever lead to universal 
independence. 

Where does he get the proof that private ownership leads 
to poverty? No civilized nation has ever yet tried it. The 
governments of all civilized nations hav robbed the people of 
their birthright to land and sold it to Shylocks in lots of from 
five hundred to seventy thousand acres or more, turning the 
workers into the streets, taxing their heads, leaving thern to 
steal, or to become slaves to the land-sharks for but barely 
wages enough, and often less than enough, to keep their 
families together. It is not the ownership of land, but the 
want of it, that has made the workers poor. 

A comparativ few hav managed to buy or redeem their 
stolen land, and all temperate, industrious men who hav 
farms of good land of their own are the most independent, 
happy class to be found in any country. I hav never yet 
seen a man made poor by owning a farm, but hav seen thou- 
sands kept poor by not owning one. 

The working classes in Ireland are probably the poorest of 
any of the nations, and there land robbery has been the most 
prevalent. Seven hundred years ago bands of English rob- 
bers went into Ireland and took possession of the land, and 
the people of Ireland hav been slaves to those robbers or 
their heirs ever since, and millions of them hav died of 
starvation, and other millions would hav d'ed if they had 
not left the country. In 1847 there was a great famin in Ire- 
land in which thousands starved to death. That very year 
there was food enough raised in Ireland to feed all the peo- 
ple comfortably, but the earliest and best of everything had 
to go to England to pay the land-thieves for rent on the 
farms. There was little left for the people except the pota- 


| then the devil will remain there one thousand years. 


| to bed. 


‘down, even to the Salvationists. 


toés, and when the rot destroyed that crop, the workers who 
had not means to flee had nothing to do but. lie down and 
starve. Had the people owned the land on which they 
worked, tbere would hav been food enough for all. 
. The Secular Review says that during the fifty years’ reign 
of Queen Victoria 1,225,000 hav died of famin in Ireland; 
8,000,000 hav been evicted by landlords, and 4,180,000 hav 
emigrated to other countries ; and all this was because pri- 
vate ownership of land was not allowed to the men who cul- 
tivate it. 

: So much for the first error of Mr. George: More anon. 
J. HAOKER. 


: Bronston, KY., Sept. 1, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: I would like to see the following dialog in 
Tae TRUTH SEEKER: 

Pxox's Boy: Papa, did God make the devil? 

Psox: Yes, my son, God made everything ? 

P. B.: Papa, why did God cast the devil into the bottom- 
less pit ? 

P.: God has not done that yet, my son. That is an event 
that is to take place in the future. Men hav always been 
acting wickedly. That is the reason that we know that the 
devil has not been cast into the pit. When-God lays hold of 
the devil, and casts him into the bottomless pit and seals it, 
Men 
will cease to sin, not being tempted by the devil, and then I 
think that we will hav the millennium. 

P. B.: But, papa, the twentieth chapter of Revelations 
says: ‘‘ And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having. 
the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. 
And he laid hold on tbe dragon, that old serpent which is the 
devil. and Satan, and bound him a thousand years. And cast 
him into the: bottomless pit and shut him up, and set a- seal 
upon him that he should deceive the nations no more till the 
thousand years should be fulfilled. And after that he must 
be loosed & little season ?" 

P.: Yes, I know it does, my 80n; but that is what John 
saw in a vision which was to take place at some time in the 
future, and the only way that we can tell when that actually 
does take place will be that men will cease to commit sin, 
not being tempted by the devil. 

P. B.: 1t does seem to me that God ought not to hav made 
any devil, for then everybody would hav been good; but 
don’t you think, when they do put the devil in the bottomless 
pit and seal it up, that, as the pit has no bottom to it, the 
cunning old devil will get right out, and that then, as he 
would know what they want to do with him, they could not 
catch him any more? 

P.: Hush, my son; you ought not to speak duod script- 
ural things in that way. I think that you had better go 

B. 


Oxxonp, N. S., Sept. 11, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror : New ground has been successfully broken in 
that most unpromising region, Nova Scotia. Mr. Charles 
Watts was billed to lecture in Halifax, N. S., on priests’ day 
and Monday, 4th and 5th insts. As Oxford is only 115 miles 
from Halifax, a party of Infidels concluded to step down and 
hear Mr. Watts and see the saints squirm. We had very 
modest expectations, diluted with fear of trouble or failure, 
but all went merry as a marriage bell. The audiences were 
large, orderly, and intelligent. A goodly array of ladies was 
at all meetings. 

At the close of the first lecture a Rev. Mr. Moore, Presby- 
terian, gave battle. At the evening lecture the same gentleman 
opposed. assisted by Rev. Mr. Alman, Episcopalian, who be- 
wailed his limited time so he could not properly present his 
views. Mr. Watts offered to. forego Monday's lecture and 
giv either or both gentlemen equal time with himself, and 
debate the question, ' Whether Secularism or Christianity 
was best adapted to meet man's needs;" also to giv them a 
synopsis of opening speech so they might post up. A tri- 
angular debate was arranged in the one-down-t'other-come- 
on style. 

Mr. Alman opened, then Mr. Watts, then Mr. Moore, then 
Mr. Watts, and so on. Both reverend gentlemen are evi- 
dently earnest, amiable, and able in their chosen spbere— 
preaching— but all at sea in debate. Atleast, in Mr. Watts’s 
hands they were as clay in the hands of the potter. The re- 
sult is cyclonic. Not only is Halifax violently agitated, but 
through the copious reports of the city press the whole 
province is perturbed ; staid people want to know what has 
happened, and who unchained the tiger. When we got 
home we found the storm had struck this remote region, and 
religious society was shaken to its deepest depths, down, 
They had loud, lachry- 
mose public prayers offered up to heaven for their depraved 
and desperately wicked fel.er-citizens, who, at home, will 
not go around the corner to hear their almighty God's self- 
appointed instructors and assistants howl hell and deal dam- 
nation freely round on all they deem their foes, but who 
would travel 115 miles to hear a wicked Infidel blaspheme 
God's holy name (which Mr. Watts did not do, nor intend to 
do). They keep telling us that their God is all-wise and 
almighty, etc., and yet they speak and act as if he was an 
impotent imbecil, who would not know when his name was 
taken in vain unless they told him, and could not defend 
himself from insult or assault, or vindicate his own honor, 
so they take up the cudgels and do it for him. "Tis strange, 
passing strange, that men, otherwise rational, will keep up 
the solemn farce of supplicating, cringing to that which they 
themselvs must instruct, uphold, defend. As for the ery of 
blasphemy—that chamelion creation of crafty priests, that 
ever changes its hue according to its geographical location — 
we think those who severely leave God alone because they 
know nothing of him, and no man can know, are blameless. 
The real blasphemers, if there be any such, are those who 
postulate an omni-powered, omni-virtued God, and then ac, 


cuse him of performing, commanding, or teaching all the 
puerilities, all the absurdities and obscenities, all the cruel- 
ties and crimes recorded im that Christian paper fetish, the 
so-called holy Bible. "Pheir prayers did not seem to be those 
of the righteous, as they availed naught. We all got home 
safe, sound, and happy, except that one of our party had a 
slight attack of cholera, perhaps due to their prayers. -If so, 
the devil-drubbers should study Queensberry rules, and aim 
for the head or heart, and never, coward-like, strike below 
the belt. Our holy howlers still fire at us at long range, or 
under cover of the coward's castle. It is much pleasanter 
mumbling musty creeds than gnawing at old files. 
WILLIAM Gray, SR. 


Brooxtyn, N. Y., Sept. 8, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: We must hav some mode of reckoning the 
lapse of years. We do not know what ‘‘ 1887” does mean, 
except that it is this year, and is a certain number of years 
- after any other known date. As the time of the event in- 
tended to be commemorated is admittedly uncertain to the 
extent of four years, it is evidéntly not essential that the be- 
ginning of the epoch should be exactly fixed. If Bruno had 
been burnt anywhere within four years of the time he was, 
earlier or later, we might call this year 287, just as reason- 
ably as 1887, if we prefer to commemorate the later event. 

In the ordinary chronology, I am writing on Sept. 8, 1887. 
Suppose I call it Sept. 8, 287, what does that mean? The 
“« 8" indicates that I am writing in some hour of the 8th day 
of the month, which 8th day is not yet completed. **Sept.^ 
indicates that it is in some part of the ninth month of the 
year, which month is not yet completed. §o “ 287 " would 
naturally mean that it is in some part of the 287th year from 
the beginnirg of the epoch, and that the 287 years will not 
be completed until this year is ended —that is, until the be- 
ginning of January, 1888. 'The epoch therefore began 287 
years completed before Jan. 1, 1888—that is, on Jan. 1, 1601, 
So the epoch begins, in that view of it, on the first day of 
January next following the event which it is intended to 
commemorate. : 

But if we prefer to consider the expression ‘‘ 287” to indi- 
cate completed years, in addition to the odd 8 months 7 days 
: and some hours and minutes, just as we usually reckon our 
age by completed years, then it would indicate that the 287 
years were completed last Jan. ist, in which case the epoch 
would be understood as beginning on the first day of January 
next preceding the event commemorated—that is, on Jan. 1, 
1690. I consider the other explanation the best. We cannot 
begin the epoch on the day of his execution, and it really 
makes no practical difference which view we take so long as 
we understand that the fact really is that Bruno was executed 
Feb. 17, x.s. 0. The following Jan. ist would be Jan. 1, 
x.8. 1, being the first whole year after the execution, and 
when Feb. 17th arrived, the orator of the evening would 
say: ‘* This is Feb. 17, x.8. 1; one year ago to-day Giordano 
Bruno was put to death by the church for his devotion to 
science.” H. M. P. 


Lonemont, Cor., Sept. 1, 1887. 

Mr. EprroR: Is there any such thing as Liberalism? If 
there is, what is it? Or, rather, what isn't it? "Will you, 
friend Eugene, or some one of your many able contributors, 
please answer these questions? Iask them because I really 
desire the information for which they call. 

Without any hope of reward, other than that of an approv- 
ing conscience, I hav cheerfully given the thirty-two best 
years of my life to what I supposed to be the cause of Liberal- 
ism. Faithfully and earnestly hav I labored to add all 1 could 
to the sum of human advancement and human happiness. To 
this work, I hav sacrificed many fine opportunities to acquire 
wealth and to attain high official positions. I hav brought 
upon myself all the persecutions that ignorance, bigotry, and 
intolerance hav power toinflict. I hav helped grade the bed, 
bridge the chasms,:and lay the track of the road on which 
the so-called Liberal trains are running. And now, in my 
life’s autumn, when I would so gladly hear, from those for 
whose good I hav labored; the grateful words, ** Well done, 
thou good and faithful servant,” I am told by the crowds of 
well dressed and respectable tourists, who now safely and 
pleasantly travel this road, and whose Liberalism it would 
be heresy to doubt, that I, and many of the other pioneers 
who hav worked with me, ** hav no right to longer pose as 
Liberals, and no right to march under the banner of Liberal- 
ism.” This they say to us, not because we are thought to 
be unsound on any of the planks of their platform ; not that 
they doubt our valor on the battle-field, but simply because 
we hav dared to advance farther than they are prepared to 
go; because we hav dared to carry our Liberalism into all 
the departments of human life, instead of limiting it, as do 
they, to one single department, that of religion. They sub- 
stantially inform us that the ** U. M. L." on our banners and 
our badges does not mean, as we supposed it did, ** Unlim- 

‘ited mental liberty ;” that it means, * Unmitigated misleading 
lie;" that if we'extend our Liberalism to the department of 
love and marriage, we cease to be Liberals and become Free- 
lovers —abominable creatures unfit to be tolerated in any civ- 
ilized society; that if'we extend it to the department of 
labor, or to any other political department, we, in like man- 
ner, cease to be Liberals and become Anarchists, Socialists, 
Communists, Nihilists, or some other dangerous kind of for- 
eigners, fit only to be hanged. l 

Under these circumstances, I hav come to fear that there 
is no such thing as Liberalism. I hav come to fear that, for 
thirty-two years, I hav been following a phantom—just such 
a phantom as I followed in those far agone years when I was 
earnestly preaching the exceedingly hot hell.fire religion of 
the Methodist church South. And now, if there chance to 
be any such thing as Liberalism, I wish to know exactly how 
far it may be carried without changing into something else— 
into something very bad. |. Jons R. Kerso. 


‘vulgar and shameful outrage to hav property snatched in this 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, SEPTEMBER 24, 1887. 


LEXINGTON, Kx. Sept. 10, 1887. 

Mr. EpiroR: How thankful we ought to be that the peo- 
ple hav arisen in wisdom and might and demanded a reform 
of the government! In their presence how ignoble seems the 
usual din of politics. Patriots seem again at the helm of 
state, and hearts warmed by the love of justice hav ignored 
forever the silly delusions of religion. How beautiful is the 
figure of truth to the mind that craves such a sight. But 
storms are yet to be encountered, and some say that there 
will be always minds which will cling to superstition and 
arrest the course of progress. The only way to carry the 
mind entirely out of its present darkened sphere is to spare 
no expense in instructing the masses. So should the surplus 
revenue of the country be employed. The most enchanting 


places of resort, alode, will leave the dreary churches un- 


filled. A gift at every poor man’s door will cause him to 
follow the giver. Do people crave excitement, let there be 
a holy rush toward the abodes of wretchedness. Make the 
movement fashionable and it will succeed. How criminal 
and vulgar is the attitude of the rich toward the poor! 
Pagan Rome gave.a weekly allowance to the poor, but the 
Christian soon abandoned this practice. Monthly receptions, 
assembling all classes, with gifts to those who need them, 
would save thousands from vice and suicide. It seems that 
the government is to be made more responsible, doing the 
work of monopolists, but who is to govern the government? 
Not a people who liv in selfish luxury, but those who seek 
out the virtuous and talented poor, not to mock at, but to 
relieve and draw them from.obscurity. Vigilance alone wil] 
save us. Daily reports of progress sent in every direction— 
daily instruction. Rousseau said, ‘‘ The family was heathen, 
ish unless the center of a larger family. The happy heart 
livs for all.” i 

So it seems that Dr. McGlynn's mind and motivs are un- 
dergoing vivisection, but the deep sympathies of his kind 
heart cannot:be reached by criticism. Henry VIII. allowed 
no man. to own more than two estates. The government. 
ought to make every person a present of a piece of land or 
property sufficient to.enable that individual to earn his living, 
otherwise no surprise should be expressed if he goes to ruin. 
Every city boasts of a rich man who buys up cheap lots, 
managing them in a most greedy and improper way. It isa 


way from the poor, leaving them in wretched dens to die in 
misery. The finger of scorn ought to be pointed at the mon. 
ster who thus defrauds fellow-beings, rolling in senseless 
luxury at their expense. The possessions of these fiendish 
ingrates ought to be seized and put in the hands of known 
philanthropists to manage for the people at large. Is it right 
to sell a poor man’s house to pay his taxes? ‘What. crimes. 
worse than heathenish, are perpetrated in the nineteenth 
century in the name of civilization. If laws hav failed, if re- 
ligion has failed, if humanity has failed to arouse the sleep- 
ing, stupefied energies of benevolent men in behalf of the 
poor and oppressed, is it Anarchy to seize the reins of per. 
verted and abused power, directing it without delay to some 
good end? Some wiseacres remark that Anarchists hav no 
creed, no principles, or plan of action. Perhaps that is not 
their business? Their business may be to keep alive the 
spirit of liberty. Without their warnings and terrible denun- 
ciations, very soon the name of freedom would be blotted 
out forever. A man is not without a creed who fixes his 
burning glance. upon the titled or crowned villain and tyrant, 
and, pointing his finger in the same direction, exclaims, 
Thou art the man!—reminding him iu the most fearless 
manner of his crimes, predicting his downfall, alluding, per- 
haps, with terse and pointed expressions, to the means which 
will be taken to deprive him of his ill-used and ill-gotten 
power. The words of Cromwell were, at times, mightier 
than his sword, and withered his antagonists to the bone; 
and when Charles the Bold drove burgomasters out of his 
council-hall on their knees, they would hav- preferred, per- 
haps, a more severe and honorable punishment. ALHAza. 


Mowrz Vista, CoL., Sept. 10, 1887. 

Mr. Eprróg: Ought Freethought lecturers to debate with 
bad Christians? is a proposition which involves a funda. 
mental principle of Liberaliam. If I am wrong in my view 
of this question, I am willing to be set right. It is not true 
that ‘‘ our lecturers refuse to debate with him,” Braden- 
Had you said that some of our lecturers thus refuse, that 
would be the fact. Let us be ‘‘truth seekers" upon every 
subject. The ‘‘ testimonials ” which you print in your issue 
of August 20th do not in the least change the principle for 
which 1 am contending, namely, that it is our duty to debate 
with Christian opponents put forward by any Christian com- 
munity us representativs of Christianity, though they be as 
black in character as the clergy, in general, tell their congre- 
gations we ‘‘Infidels” are! If the Christians can endure a 
clerical debater with a soiled reputation as their representa- 
iiv, that is their affair, and harmonizes exactly with their 
bad theology. 

I had read the ‘ testimonials" of Braden's bad character 
which you print, and more of the s&me sort; but they fur- 
nish no reason why I should: refuse to debate with him. Iex- 
pect other lecturers to decide the point for themselvs, as I 
always do in such matters for myself. But if we Free- 
thinkers are ready to get back on to Christian ground, and 
refuse to debate with an individual not as moral as we are, 
it will be well to.draw the line sharply. If it can be shown 
that any principle of Liberalism warrants such.& course, I 
would like to hear what itis. In my view it is a one-sided, 
I-am-holier-than-thou element of nearly all religions which 
hav cursed the world. Religionists, generally, believe in 
** gheep and goats," saints and sinners; and it would not be 
** respectable " for a sheep to talk to & goat, nor for saints to 
condescend to hold controversy with sinners. The Liberal 
principle is that “there is good in all, none all good.” 

Į submit right here, with the utmost kindness, that it is 


not in good taste, and not according to the spirit of Liberal- 
ism, as I understand it, for you to call Mr. Braden '* a moral 
polecat,” an ‘unfit man for any gentleman to associate 
with." 
ply to thine enemies with gentleness,” was a maxim of Zo- 


We can never elevate mankind on that line. ** Re- 
roaster, and a more effectiv weapon a man never carried. 
That does not imply that we should show any mercy to 
errors of opinion entertained by an opponent. If Braden, or 
any other Christian, depends upon bluster and blackguard- 
ism, I need not imitate him. While he is abusing me I am 
riddling his Christian system. But if any lecturer does not 
wish to meet such a man, that is his own business. Never- 
theless, when reasons are assigned for not debating with him, 
itis my province, as a member of that class, to examin the 
reasons. I do not want to see Taz TRUTH SEEKER take a 
single false step. 

If I hav no right to debate with & man because he has the 
reputation of being a liar, I fear we will hav few Christian 
opponents to,meet. We would giv all such as Paul the cold 
shoulder, and throw all the Peters overboard. Again and 
again you hav given the proofs that Rev. T. DeWitt Talmage 
is a voluminous liar, yet Ingersoll has held a printed con- 
troversy with him, and wculd hav held a public oral debate 
if the Christian had had more courage. This same Talmage 
on one occasion. at least, publicly declaimed against the 
“ glanders," as he called them, which were put in circulation 
about him. . : 

Let me come a little closer home. You object to debate 
with Braden because of his bad character. Christians ob- 
jected to debate with D. M. Bennett because of his (as they 
alleged) bad character. They could quote from the ndez 
and R.-P. Journal to “prove” it. Many ministers are so 
good, in their own estimation, that they would not, on any | 
account, deign to debate with a man who had been in the 
penitentiary. In my judgment, D. M. Bennett was 8, good 
man and a moral hero. But even some Freethinkers con- 
demned Bennett, and to this day say that he was a bad man. 
A nobler, more honest man never wielded an editorial pen. 
But not so did the Christians think. In their view, his own 
confession revealed him as an obstinately wicked man. 
Now, suppose all the charges of those uncharitable Christians 
had been true, did it afford them just ground for declining 
to meet him in debate? . 

When Joseph Cook was challenged .to debate with a Free- 
thinker, he sent for answer that he could not ‘‘ help advertise 
Ínfidelity," ‘‘ nor stand upon the same platform with Mr. 
Bennett. When it was shown to the cunning Cook that 
Bennett would not be on the platform, then his excuse was 
that he would not hav anything to do with his Infidel oppo- 
nents because they t‘ publicly fraternized with a man just out 
of jail for violating righteous American laws intended to se- 
cure the purity of the mails.” 

Remember, the Freethinkers of the country were in high - 
glee over the prospect of an oral debate between Robert G. 
Ingersoll and Joseph Cook; but Cook's heart failed him. 
Now, who is this man Cook? I could fill one whole issue of 
your paper with testimonials. D. M. Bennett, writing from 
India, says Cook is a “‘ falsifier and maligner;” ‘pedler of 
dogmatic absurdities and barefaced falsehoods and slander ;” 
“ defends perjury aad the worst villainy ;" ‘spoken falsely 
of me;" ‘‘ he has poured upon us all the vile epithets which 
he was able to command." 

This is the character which D. M. Bennett gave Cook. 
Nevertheless, the Freethinkers were anxious that Ingersoll 
should associate with him in debate. I think the Freetbink- 
ers were right; and I now want to see how mauy of them 
will turn their backs upon their own history. With this 
** malicious falsifier " Mr. Bennett was willing to associate in 
the way of public debate. He sent Cook a challenge, 
worded, ** Meet me face to face and answer the statements I 
shall make." Cook’s reply to Olcott was, No honorable 
man can keep company of this kind." 

Bennett, in his public address, said, ‘‘ No matter how bad 
a man he can make you believe me to be, it will not prove 
Christianity to be true." "This:shows that Bennett had a 
clear perception of the distinction between persons and prin- 
ciples. If we lecturers are not justified in debating with bad 
Christians, like Talmage, Cook, and Braden (and Braden is 
the most brainy of the three, and a far better debater than 
either Cook or Talmage). where shall we find opponents ? 
How few virtues may a Christian minister possess to enable 
him to ** pass muster” and be just good enough to debate 
with an Infidel? 

My good friends, this is a more lengthy letter than I hav 
written for the press in some time; but the principle treated 
upon is fundamental, and deserving of our closest thought. 


I wanted to show you that in taking the position you did you 
got off the Bennett onto the Cook platform. Let the Chris- 
tians raise the question of character a8 an excuse for not de- 
bating. It is too flimsy and weak for a robust Infidel to 
employ. Let us debate with Cook. in spite of his falsities, 
detraction, abuse, and lying. Talmage ditto. Braden ditto. 
It ought never to worry us that the ablest advocates of Chris- 
tianity are so grossly immoral. Let us be truly Liberal and 
charitable, and allow for their weaknesses. We should bear 
in mind that they hav lived under Christian influence all 
their lives. They are the logical fruits cf Christianity; and 
it is unreasonable in you to expect as much truth from them 
as if they had imbibed the higher ethics of Liberalism. I 
was sorry to see you refuse even to associate with them and 
lift them to a nobler life. As Liberal editors and lecturers 
we ought to reach down and assist them, disentangle them 
from the meshes of their superstition, and not treat them as 
if thev are utterly beyond hope and help. Hosts of good 
men and women there are who believe in Christianity. They 
are good in spite of their system, which encourages lying, 
defends perjury, sanctions every form of vice and crime, and 
at last, in heaven, awards the ''chief of sinners” the first 
prize for bad behavior and agility in jumping over Canada 
into Kingdom Come without & scratch on the soul, all washed 
wool-white in the red, red blood of the lamb. . 
Cook, Talmage, and Braden are logically true to their sys- 
tem. : W. F. JAMIESON, 
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Children’s Qorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixos, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Words and Deeds of Heroes. 


The hero true will speak for you 
When cowards’ lips are sealed with fear; 
He pleads your caure when comes the pause 
That chills with doubt the eager ear. 

He dares defend 

The absent friend, 

And he will bare 

His heart to share 
The threat/ning. poised, and pointed spear. 


How brave his deeds, when fashion pleads 
For gorgeous gilt and trappings gay ! 
He will not wear the feathers fair 
For which he has no means to pay. 
He dares to meet; 
Upon the street, 
In garments old 
Men decked with gold, 
Who dream not of the debtor’s day. 


How brave is he who fearlessly 

In battles dangers dares to meet, 

And share the blows of angry foes 

In storms of flame and leaden sleet ! 
True courage high 
Its flag will fly 
In front of wrongs 

: © When shouting throngs 
Trample the right beneath their feet. 


His word a bond, he looks beyond 
The courts to keep him just and true; 
And we can trace upon his face 
The honest courage shining through. 
Hail heroes just, 
All men can trust, 
Whose words aud deeds 
Like scattered seeda, 
Spring up like roses wet with dew ! 
—Ge: vae W, Bungay. 
— eoe 


From the Editor. 


Dear CHILDREN AND FRIENDS: You will 
remember my letter to you from Onset, 
Mass., only a few weeks since. Little did I 
think then that so soon would you be made 
acquainted with the saddest sorrow, the 
` hardest trial, of all my life. 

On the 80th of August my dear mother, 
with whom I hav always lived, the sharer of 
all my joys and sorrows, my ready sympa- 
thizer in all troubles, my dearest, truest, best, 
and most trusted friend, was snatched from 
me in an instant by a terrible railway acci- 
dent. The blow that dashed out her dear 
life, struck me—with such dreadful force 
that I am still dazed, bewildered, crushed. 
I cannot tell you how much I suffer, for you 
cannot know how much my mother was to 
me. They tell me she did not suffer—that in 
an instant of time all was over, and that this 
should bc aconsoling thought. But I was not 
ready—I was not willingto hav her leave me. 
We are never ready, I suppose, to say fare- 
well to those welove. It seemed to me, at 
first, I could never take up life's work again. 
Still it is better that I should, and, with a sor- 
rowing heart, through many blinding tears, I 
pick up life's threads once more, and, with 
tremhling fiagers, try to weave them into 
shape and form. 'The many 'messages of 
tender sympathy and regard from hundreds 
of sympathetic friends giv me strength and 
courage to try to bear this heavy burden of 
grief and pain until the sun shall shine for 
me again. Ithank allfor kind words in this 
trying hour of bereavement, and while I shall 
miss the dear familiar face at every turn in 
the road of life—miss her at morning, noon, 
and night—at all times, all places, and in all 
seasons—I shall endeavor to imitate her virt- 
ues, to practice the precepts she instilled in 
my mind in early life, and do all the good that 
is in my power to do, in accordance with her 
wishes and desires. Susan H. Wrxon. 

eoe 
Little Lela and the Sugar. 


Lela was a little girl four years old, and I 
will say she was pretty—although I do not 
know about that, but I do know anybody 
would rather read about a pretty little girl. 
Al I can remember about Lela's appearance 
is that she had a few stray locks of white 
hair dangling down over her round, red 
cheeks. 

She had a sister, Maud, two years older 
than herself, but somehow Lela preferred the 
company of Lottie and John, two colored 
children who lived on the place. As soon as 
she got up and ate breakfast she would run 
off to ** Aunt Medie's? to play with them, 
and would not return except for her meals 
and when company would come and her 


mother sent for her to come and show them 
how pretty and smart she was. 

Eating was their favorit amusement, as is 
common with all children, so they would try 
to think of as many dishes as possible. The 
dish that they seemed to like best wasa queer 
mixture of buttermilk and cornbread, stirred 
together until it was thick. This was original 
with Lottie, who was three years older than 
Lela. 

Aunt Medie had a large tin cup which she 
allowed them to eat out of, but she only had 
one spoon,a large spoon without a handle, 
80 they had to eat together, Lottie taking one 
mouthful and then Lela. John wanted some 
too, but Lela declared she would not eat out 
of the same spoon as he, and he had to 
choose between doing without and dipping 
his hands in. Itis needless to state that he 
always chose the latter. 

On Sunday Lottie's mother took her to 
** meetin'" to stay all day. This same day 
Lela's mother was in the kitchen making 
preserves. This same little girl kept bother- 
ing her mother, hanging to her dress, whim- 
pering. and getting into something that she 
ought not, until she said sternly, but at the 
same time handing her two large lumps of 
sugar: '''Take this, Lela, and do not bother 
me any more." 

She took the sugar, perfectly delighted, and 
ran off to eat it, but suddenly she thought 
how nice it would be if Lottie were present 
to help her eat it. Lela was not a selfish 
child, so she stored the sugar away and did 
not taste it until her dear crony bad come to 
enjoy it too.: She ran to meet her and said, 
* Look, Lottie, what I hav got! I will giv 
you some.” They walked together to Aunt 
Medie’s house, then Lela laid both pieces of 
sugar on the old greasy trunk and said, 
* Don't eat ‘it until I get back; I will get 
some milk and bread to eat with it.” 

I forgot to mention. that Lottie was un- 
fortunate, like most of little negro children, 
and had to carry her mother’s baby in her 
arms wherever she went. She never had 
chance to rest only while it was asleep. 

Now it began to cry fearfully for the 
sugar, and poor, tired Lottie broke off two or 
three little pinches and gave it. John, too, 
began to beg for some, and she repeated it till 
both lumps were considerably smaller. When 
little unsuspecting Lela came in with the 
milk and. bread she did not notice this at all, 
and so no tears were shed. They were soon 
all eating what they considered such a deli- 
cious repast. The baby, of course, had to 
dabble its hands in also. 

Every day, for along time, Lela would get 
sugar from her mother and repeat the feast. 
Whenever she asked for the sugar her mother 
would always say that she’d hav to whip her, 
but never did, and always gave her whatever 
she wished. 

One day the mother was surprised to notice 
that the little sugar-eater did not cóme upon 
her usual errand of begging sugar. The 
next day it was the same, and so on for a 
week. She was very much puzzled, but did 
not say anything about it to Lela. 


Maud, who was jealous of Lela, as older 
children will be of younger ones, especially 
the baby, had already become suspicious as 
to the cause of this, and so she hid herself 
one day near the sugar barrel and watched. 

That day,as usual, Lela said, in a low 
voice, to her friend: | 

“ Lottie, if you will go with me and open 
the door, I will giv you some sugar." The 
little rogue was not tall enough to reach the 
door herself. But Lottie readily consented 
to open it, and they both walked in together. 
It was difficult for Lela to get her hands into 
the barrel, but she managed to do so, and 
filled her own pockets and hands and Lottie's 
pockets and one hand ; the poor girl held the 
other hand tightly around the baby to keep 
it from falling. . 

Maud did not make her presence known 
until they were leaving ; then she jumped up, 
ran to the door, and called : l 

* Mamma, mamma! come here; the rogue 
is found !” 

The baby was frightened, and commenced 
crying; Lottie jumped out of the room and 
ran as fast as she could to her mother's wel- 
come house. 

The mother ran as quickly as possible to 
see them, and found Lela snuffling and cry- 
ing, and emptying all her sugar out on the 
ground. 

Of course, Lela's mamma thought her too 
pretty and sweet to be chastised, but she 
talked to her a little while and told her how 
badly she felt that her little girl had got to be 
a rogue. This only made Lela feel worse and 
cry more, 


About then they both heard some terrible 
cries of agony coming from Aunt Medie’s 
house. Lela was so distressed that she did 
not notice it, but her mother said, '* Come 
on, dear, and we will see what is the matter 
with Lottie.” 

The poor child, weeping, followed close 
behind her mother, holding to her dress. ` 

It was soon determined that Aunt Medie 
had come in from the field to get a drink of 
water and Lottie had told her all the trouble. 
The woman was displeased, so there she 
stood most unmercifully beating the scream- 
ing gir. ` 

“ Look,” said Lela’s mother; ‘‘ by stealing 
sugar you hav not only done a very bad 
thing yourself but you hav caused Lottie.to 
be whipped." 

Lela turned her back and would not see 
Lottie's trouble. Her mother said, ** Medie, 
Ithink you hav whipped her enough." And 
Aunt Medie released Lottie, and the two 
children promised not to steal any more sugar. 

Poor martyred Lottie resumed her old task 
of minding the.baby, and all three—Lottie, 
Lela, and the baby—spent the next half-hour 
in pitiful yells and real tears. John was so 
badly frightened that he joined his voice in 
also. Daruna BELL. 

Overton, Ga., Sept. 8, 1887. f 

— err 


Our Puzzle Box. 


DOUBLE DEOAPITATIONS. 


1. Twice behead a contageus disease and 
leave an intermitting fever. 

2. Twice behead a court of justice and 
leave a spirituous liquor. 

8. Twice behead a kind of cup and leave a 
woman's name. 

4. Twice behead .&n English political re- 
former and leave & professor of one of the 
fine arts. Warren B. ORORARD. 

— eorr 


Correspondence. 


Bornett, NEB., Aug. 15, 1887. 
Dear Miss Wixon: W. S. Bell, of Chi- 
cago, was here and delivered a lecture on the 
evening of July 25th. The subject was 
“ Liberty and Morality.” We liv seven miles 
in the country, and when returning from the 
lecture the night was very dark and rainv, 
and our buggy ran off a grade and upset. In 
the accident mother had her collar-bone 
fractured, and is not well yet. Father said 
jokingly if they had been returning from 
church the accident never would hav oc- 
curred. We hav one of Mr. Jamieson’s pho- 

tographs. Your true friend, 
EsrELLE WHITNEY. 


Saw Franoisoo, July 27, 1887. 

Dear Miss Wixon: It is quite a while since 
T last wrote to you.. I was very glad to think 
that you were so kind to publish my lettcr. I 
think my mother has changed since I hav 
been talking to her about Taz TRUTH SEEKER. 
Another thing that put my ma against Chris- 
tianity is that 1 went: by invitation to play a 
piece of music, at the Sunday-school—mind 
you, andd you know what they did ?—they 
stole my music! That’s the way they re- 
warded me for. playing for them. I wili 
never go there again upon any consideration. 
I think I can learn more in the Children’s 
Corner tuan by going to religions meetings. 
I don’t know whether this let er is worthy of 
printing. Iam afraid it will find its way to 
the waste-basket. I wish success to the 
Children’s Corner and to the dear old TRUTH 
SEEKER. I will close now, for I think my 
letter is long enough now. Yours truly, 

FronENOE M. Samira. 
Sr. Louis, Mo., Sept. 7, 1887. 

Km» Miss Wixon: Every time I read the 
Children’s Corner. with its correspondence of 
many little friends of our grand mutual edu- 
cator, I feel as if we were all one family, for 
familiar are all the thoughts expressed and 
the desire that lies in them—the search for 
truth and knowledge. 

I hope it will remain so, and gain from day 
to day. No one must feel discouraged be- 
cause the first letter wasn’t printed, but try 
it again. 

It is just the same as in life. If success 
won't follow the first time, it has to be tried 
over again. 

And then, children, there is another thing 
I wish totell you. Doall you can to expresss 
your ideas to other little friends of yours, 
boys or girls, whatever they may be and to 
whatever church they may belong. Tell 
them about our cause, and do not fear they 
may not care for you any more. Show cour- 
age to stand for your own faith, and show 
them that you are that far ahead that you 
think and learn for yourself, and after all 
they will respect you and follow you. . Don't 
care if some 'one will make remarks about 
you that you are children of parents that are 
Freethinkers and Secularists, but show men 
by your own conduct that your parents hav 
taught you much more than all the ministers 
and preachers—that they hav taught you to 


| be honest, and good, and kind-hearted chil- 


dren; to respect the aged and pity the poor. 
And never feel downhearted because our fol- 
lowers are not 80 numerous a8 their congre- 
gation of beggars. Did Christ ever beg ? or 
ask for salary? or slander others? No, he 
didn’t; but the clergymen do, They say we 


hav to liv, but Robert G Ingersoll says that 
every man making a living by religion is dis- 
honest; and that’s just the right name for it. 
-. But my space is limited. and I hav to close. 
If some readers between fifteen and twenty- 
two should like to correspond with me, I 
will be glad to reply to their letters. 

Hoping to see many letters of your little 
friends and helpers in print in the future, I 
remain, For truth and right, 

Fren L. HOFFMAN. 


Ditton, Mon., March 10, 1887. 

Dear Miss WixoN: I see so many letters 
from our girls and boys that I thought I 
would like to join the little truth seekers and 
write to you also. Although I am nine years 
old I hav never been to school yet, but 
mamma helps me with. mv studies at home. 
We had a glorious trip East this fall. In . 
New York we me! several of our great Lib- 
erals. but our first visit was to Tae TRUTH 
SkEKER'S office. We met Miss Gardener 
several times, and we all Jike her ever so 
much. About a week beforc leaving New 
York Miss Gardener joined us, and we had & 
delightful drive through Central Park and 
Riverside. Two of our most pleasant and 
enjoyable evenings were spent at Colonel 
Ingersol's. I think Miss Ingersoll is the 
dearest and prettiest lady I ever hav known, 
excepting my mamma. Mamma read to me 
in one of Tux Trura SEEKERS how Colonel 
and Mrs. Ingersoll celebrated the twerity-fifth 
anniversary of their marriage. We think 


‘exactly the same as the correspondent in 


regard to Colonel Ingersoll’s family an - home. 
Iam sure it is one of the hapriest places in 
the world. I should like to get a Secular 
song-book, so that if Mr. Putnam visits us 
again we can hav some music. Do you think 
I could get one at Taz Trova SEEKER office? 

Dear Miss Wixon. mamma and I hav read 
“The Story Hour” all through, and I think 
it is just splendid, especially about dear little . 
Susie. 

Iam afraid my letter is getting too long, 
80, with best wishes to all my little Liberal ` 
friends, I remain, A little truth seeker, 

Pinov B. CARRINGTON. 


[Percy writes a lovely letter, and although 
it was mislaid for so long, it is as welcome 
and as readable as if just written. We hope 
he will write again. We think a Secular 
song-book can be obtained at the TRUTH 


"SxxxzR office.—Ep. C. C.) 


SAVANNAH, Sept. 2, 1887. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: I write to beg a favor 
of you, dependent on your probably possess- 
ing a set of last years Trura SkEKRR. It 
was, I think, in September or October of 1886 
that you published in the Corner Mias Darlina 
Bell’s poem on ‘‘ The Captiv Bird’s Lament.” 
That was our earthquake season here, and ' 
preoccupation is the only excuse I can plead 
for missing that production, which, when I 
read it at Overton recently, excited warm 
admiration. Unfortunately, [ could not learn 
the number of the paper in which it appeared, 
and my present request is that you would do 
me the special favor of finding out what num- 
ber it was, and letting me know. 
` I hav another correspondent, a South Caro- 
linian of noble family (yes, that is the expres- 
sion), ultra-conservativ and Christian (F'ree- 
thought ‘‘ vulgar” in his eyes), and I waat to 
show him that a woman can (and, of all 
women, this young lady) write something 
with some ''vim" to it. Very oddly, his 
style is just as pessimistic as that of Miss 
Bell. But he has not the excuse of living in 
a low, malarious tract of country, with 
mournful, desolate words on each hand, and 
the isolation, comparativly speaking, of Dar- 
lina’s home is a feature that the hurly. burly 
of Charleston should contrast with very 
sharply. So I take her pessimism for justi- 
fiable, his for morbid. 

Overton consists of one house. It pleads, 
in palliation, that it has tw: stories—neither 
are ghost-stories. There are very iew inhab- 
itants in that section of Eibert county I 
traversed to call on Miss Bell—three miles of: 
road to each house, more or less. 

Please excuse the paper, end believe me, 
dtar Miss Wixon, 

Yours very respectfully, 
Huao B. PLATEN. 

[The editor of the Corner is not well. 

When she recovers her health she will giv 


the information requested.] 


REDUCED TO $1.00. 


THE STORY HOUR. 
"A Book for Children and Youth, 


BY MISS SUSAN H. WIXON. 
Over a hundred fine illustrations. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. By Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
Btition. The Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children’s Story-Book everissued. 66 full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heavy 
toned paper, broad margins, illuminated 
covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1. 


A pples of Gold. A Story-Book for 


e Young Folks, By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25., This very excel- 
lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued ata reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition haa a 
photograph of the author which adds very 
much e value of the volume. 
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Ingersolls ‘Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
* Humboldt," ** Thomas Paine," ‘ Individual- 
ity,” and * Heretics and Heresies.” 


The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 


Contents: “ The Ghosts,” * Liberty for Man, 
‘Woman, and Chiid,” '* The Declaration of In- 
dependence," “About Farming in Illinois,” 
t The Grant Banquet,” **The Rev. Alexander 
Olark” “The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon O. Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.35. 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth; $1.25. 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


per, 25 cents. 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 


Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah S. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 

10 cents, $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 
Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan, ; 5. cents; 50 
cents per dozen: 25 copies. $1; 100 copies, $3. 
Millions of these should be circulated. 


Vindication of Thomas Paine from 


the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
„ert G, Ingersoll. Price, 16 cents. 


Adaress on the Civit Rights Bil. 


Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents. 
Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 
ound in one volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr. Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on “‘ Ortho- 
doxy;" bound in one beautiful volume, in halt 
calt, library style, and containing over 1,800 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 
Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s **Tribute to 
8 Brother,” “The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over. 
“Little Harry Miller's Grave,” that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large: clear type, suita- 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
to any address. for 50cts, or either one for 15cts. 
Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book isa gem. Itis & model in every re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued, It contains, besides the cel- 
` ebrated *‘ Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous ** tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-taiks, and day-to-day con- 
versationsof the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admuring friends as 
& rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
urpose,a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and aide, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, elo- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turke 
rocco, gilt» exquisitly fine, $7.50; in. f 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


Life. Prose Poem. Printed in 
eolors on board; beveled gilt edges. 50 cents. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality ;. Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization ; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Ohurch and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery: Reform ; the Woman’s Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 

„Church and the Republic. ' 

Bible Morais. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; 

ultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o. 
Conquest and Extermination; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Uuhiuaness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcratt; 
Blavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy: Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 

. and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Bun ay Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
abb ath during the Middle Ages: The Puritan 
Babbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price: 25 cents ; 81x copies: $1.00. 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 


ligious and Political Liberty. Tels the stor 
of the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast npon 
it. Choive extracts from ** Common Sense,” 
* American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason " are given; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
Written expressiy for this work. Becond edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on tine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
; eloth, 75 cents. : ] 
Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 
The Apostie of Liberty. An address 


delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention. J anuary 29.1884. Price, 


10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


AUPTURES CURED 


myMedical Compound and Improved 
Elastic Supporter Truss in from 30 to 
90 days. Reliable references given, Send 
stamp for circular, and sey in what papet 
you saw my advertisement. Address apt. 


W., A. Collings Smithville Jefferson Co, N.Z, 
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PRICE, & CENTS. 


WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


^ Was Jesus an Impostor? A debate between a 
Scotch novelist, Agnes Rollo Wilkie, and Arthur 
B Moss. The best conducted debate of modern 
times. 25 cts. The Mirror of Free- 


g 
25 cts. J 
ots. Two Revelations, 5cts. Bible Horrors; or, 
Real Biasphemy. 5 cts. Bible Makers. 5 cts. 
Bible Baints—Nos. 1, 2, and 8. Each 5 cts. Moses 
vs. Darwin, 5cts. Socrates, Buddha, and Jesus. 
5cts. Christianity a Degrading Religion, 5 cts. 
Fictitious Gods. 5 cts. Natural Man. 5 cts. 
The Old Faith and the New. 5cts. Bruno and 
Spinoza, 5cts. Th- Bible God and His Favorits. 
5ets. Miracle-Workers. 5cts. Health, Wealth, 
and Happiness. 5cts. The Brain and tbe Soul. 
5cts. Nature and the Gods, 5cts. Design and 
Natural Bolection, 5cts. Man and the Lower 
nimals. 5cts. 
.Address Watts and Co., 17 Johnson's Court, 
E.O., London, Eng. 


Bible Temperance: 


LIQUOR DRINKING 


| Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
by the Bible, 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


This ig a companion book to Remsburg's ** Bible 
Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents. 


TRUTH SEEKER ÇO. 
Address TBE JEUTE Placo, New York. 


THE WATCH OF THE FUTURE. 


The new, latest Improved 14 karat filled gold 
watches arc the best and mort durable in the 
woild for little money. Prices agam reduced, 
Seven jewels, $25 ; 11 jewels, $27.50; 15 jewels, $30, 
Same, adjusted to heat and cula, $34. Ladies’, 7 
j- weled, 320 ; 11, 322; 15, 128; with giuss inside cap 
$3 less; Louis XIV. st) le, $3 more; all best Ameri 
can hunting stem-windels; open face, gold cap 
$3 less; open screw case, $5 less; all cases accom 
panied by manutacturers and my gualantee for 
20 years. Above movements in 3 ounce sliver 
cases, $18 lefn; 4 ounce. $12 less; 5 ounce, $10 50 ; 
and 6 ounce, $9 less. All guaranteed one year and 
sent prepaid, if on hne of American Expiess 
office or per registered mail, subject to approval, 
and cash refunded if not satisfactory. 

Send me your watches to be repaired. Inclose 
$1 tor cleaning; springs, $1; jewels, $1, and I will 
return in perfect order prepaid. Best spectacles 
or eyeglasses in the word, $1, prepaid in case, 
Send line finest print you can read 14 inches from 
eyes without glasses. 0212210 WE28; EIN, 

_ Rochelle, Ill. 

Agents wanted to sell my beautiful Freethought 
badge-pins and charms, and* to send watch work 
in lots. Liberal discounts, 


. 
Ingersoll’s Tributes. 
REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes ar 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illum 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram 
ing. The titles are: 

The Vision of War, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller?s Grave. 

The price of these heretofore has been ?5cts. Wo 
offer thom at FIFTEEN CENTS EAOH; THE 
THREE FOR FORTY OENTS.. Mailed securo 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. - 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Oloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


ROMANISM, 
DAN CER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why & Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Guod Citizen of 
this Republic. 


Ey A. J. GROVER. 


PmiE - -: - - -  40Czmrs. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE sTRUGGLE 


FOR 


Re'igious and Politica! Liberty. 


In which the author shows the repeated attempts 
of men of every age to acquire greater political 
hberty ; also vigorously attacks the very founda- 
tion of the religion of every age; dwelhug at 
length upon tne wrongs of Ireland, and, in aetail- 
ing the account of siuvery in this country, calls 
the attention of thinking wen and women to the 
position of womankind in America. Throughout, 
the work is replete with astounding facts and 
weighty arguments which cannot fau to interest 
the minds of this axe. 

By THEO. C. SPENCER. 


Cloth, 12mo., 138pp., price 75 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Latasette Place. New York, 


THE CREDIT FONCLER OF SINALOA, 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; Jos, Burgher and 
F L. prowne, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter 
prise,the Credit Foncier of Binaloa, and generally 
to the practical solution of the problem of Integral 
Oe-operation, Price: $1 a year; 50 cents for six 
months. 9^ cente far throe manthe 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


85 Cents Each. 
Address TFE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


TRAVELS iN FAITH. 


From Tradition to Heason. 


BY ROBERT C. ADAMS, - 
Oloth. $1.25. For Sale at this Office. 


FREETHOUGHT ROVELS. 
The Heathens of the Heath. A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. MoDonnell 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day o 


Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents ; oloth, $1.25. 
All in a Litetime. A Romance. By 


iss Susan H. Wixon. ‘The great charm of 
tic navel ds its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was acarcely prepared to ex- 
ect to find, ın such a marked degree, even 
Prom go gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brali iant and lucid style is deux to 
most readers in the Freethou, ranks." B 
simo. Aadress THE TRUTH SEEKER, . 
The Outcast. A deep, finaly. wri tten 
Radi tory. From the London edition, By 
Radion, a Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man, 
80 cents. 
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Book Notes. 


The significance of the sentence of ex- 
communication in the Roman Catholic 
church, will be explained in the Forum for 
October, by the Rev. Professor Huiginn, 
whose acquaintance with the canon law, says 
the editor of the Forum, givs him special 
fitness for the task. 


* Christianity and the Slave Trade” is a 
91-page pamphlet by ‘‘ Saladin,” editor of the 
London Secular Review. An idea of the 
nature of the work may be gained by imagin- 
ing a condensation of all the well-known and 
other facts upon this subject, with the addi- 
tion of such comments as only ‘‘ Saladin” 


can make. 
a 


Professor Swarts, of Chicago, has, as he re- 
ports, been ‘‘led of God” to issue his “ Spirit- 
ual Healing Formula and Text Book.” The 

. design of this pamphlet is evidently to ac- 
quaint the public with the fact that the author 
givs instructions in ‘‘ Christian science” for a 
fee, which, we infer, is $1250. He may be 
addressed at 161 LaSalle street, Chicago, Ill. 


“The Popular Religions, and What Shall 
Be Instead,” is a discourse delivered by 
Parker Pillsbury in Boston and sundry other 
places. In it the author touches upon the 
many imperfections of mankind, particularly 
the clergy, and renders passages of scripture 
in a way different from all former methods. 
It is good, healthy, elevating reading. Price 
10 cents. : 


“ The Savagery of Boyhood” is the title of 
an article by John Johnson, Jr., to be pub- 
lished in the Popular Science Monthly, for 
October, in which the author points out that, 
since a boy's development is an epitome of 
the development of the human race, he 
naturally passes through a stage when cruelty 
is so characteristic that a tender-hearted boy 
must be deemed diseased. 


James H. West's little manual, ** Uplifts of 
Heart and Will,” published by Kerr & Co., 
175 Dearborn street, Chicago, is a book de- 
signed to fill a want with those who, having 
abandoned the use of prayer, still desire to 
gratify the yearning to aspire. The author 
tells us that this yearning will never pass 
away. Therefore he has replaced the or- 
dinary stereotyped prayer with a method of 
“ uplooking" calculated to hav a pacifying 
influence upon the perturbed spirit. The 
price is fifty cents. 


J. Luella Dowd Smith writes a book of 
poems called ** Wind Flowers,” and dedicates 
it to her mother, who, she says, ‘ has found 
her rest amid the fadeless flowers of heaven.” 
A certain number of the poems are devoted 
to each month of the year, and it may be said 
that those inscribed to any one particular 
month are as good as those inscribed to either 
of the others. Apart from this commendable 
impartiality, the merits of the work are 
somewhat obscure. Handsomely printed 
and bound; Charles H. Kerr & Co., Chicago. 
Price $1. 


J. D. Shaw, editor and proprietor of the 
Independent Pulpit, Waco, Tex., has issued 
a second edition of his pamphlet, ‘‘ The 
:Bible— What Is It?’ The inquiry, ** What 
is the Bible ?” is made necessary by the claim 
of theologians that the book is “the pure 
word of God, revealed by plenary divine 
inspiration, and therefore true in every book, 
chapter, verse, and word; containing neither 
falsehood nor error; infallible in all its pre- 
cepts, promises, and predictions.” In the 
present pamphlet, which he mails for 25 
cents, Mr. Shaw shows by an examination of 
the Bible that these claims for it are exactly 
the reverse of the truth. 


. We hav received a Theosophical discourse 
in pamphlet form from Madras, India, by S. 
Sundaram Iyer, who is undoubtedly a Hin- 
doo. The discourse is entitled, ** Absolute 
Monism; or, Mind. is Matter, and Matter is 
Mind." One ofthe author's statements is no 
less than this, ** that Intinit Space is One In- 
finit Monad, and that this Monad is the Abso- 
lute Intelligent Potentio-Kinetic Motion "— 
which is a statement that we are not prepared 
to dispute. The whole discourse is of so 
metaphysical a character that many persons 
would not read it if they had it before them. 
It is published by the National Press, 100 
Mount Road, Madras, India. 


On the 31st day of last July the Rev. W. F. 
Black delivered a sermon on the lawn of the 
female college at Waco, Tex., in which he 
endeavored to convince the young ladies in 
his audience that Christ was the son of God 


" to it. 


| not get back for a week. 
| the world that he is at the court-house, when 


without human paternity, and that he was, in 
fact, as divine as God himself. A week later 
the ex-Rev. J. D. Shaw hired the court-house 
at Waco, and delivered an answer to Mr. 
Black's sermon, which answer is now pub- 


-lished in pamphlet form, price 20 cents. It 


routs the minister completely. Mr. Black is 
a believer in miracles, having himself, accord- 
ing to his own statement, performed the 


miraculous feat of converting twenty-eight | 


members of an Ohio Liberal League which 
never numbered but thirteen persons on its 
membership roll. 


In discussing the relations between Ireland 
and England, some time ago, Tae Teura 
SEEKER hinted that with the continued ex- 
istence of the present enslavement of the 
Irish people by the Catholic church, Home 
rule would mean practically Rome rule. 
The suggestion and the phrase were adopted 
by those who held the same view, and Home 
rule and Rome rule hav been the subject of 
numerous articles. Now Mr. Adolf Hepner, 


of Philadelphia, has published ‘‘ A Plea for |. 


American Home Rule contva Rome Rule, on 
Account oi the McGlynn Case.” He regards 
the order from the pope, summoning Dr. Mc- 
Glynn to Rome, as an attempt to supplant 
home rule in America with Rome rule, and 
givs good and conclusiv reasons why any per- 
son acting under papal orders is & ‘‘ traitor to 
the independence of the country.” Price 10 


cents. 
tO 


A Tin Prevarieator. 

A number of professional men in Denison, 
Texas, hav recently purchased and caused 
to be placed on their office-doors, a con- 
trivance invented for the purpose of making 
vicarious announcements, and which serves 
the purpose of heralding to the world bright 
and glittering falsehoods respecting the 
whereabouts of the owners of the offices. 
The contrivance referred to is circular in 
form, made of pasteboard bound with tin, 
and has a circular section of tin with a slot in 
it which overlies the pasteboard disc and 
which moves upon it and can be set at any 
angle, like the fire-alarm on a bull's.eye 
clock. Printed upon the pasteboard disc, in 
the form of radii of the circle, are a number 
of announcements which are concealed from 
view by the overlying section of tin, but any 
one of which can be seen through the slot by 
turning this wheel to the proper angle. Of 
these announcements the following is a 
sample: i 

** Gone to the country.” 

** Return this evening.” 

** At dinner.” 

** Return in ten minutes.” 

** Engaged.” 

* At court-house.” 

** Not at home.” 

** Return in half hour.” 

** Return in an hour." 

These is also an indicator attached to the 
affair which is supposed to register the time 
at which the owner of the office went out, 
but which always indicates an entirely differ- 
enttime. In fact, the entire ambition of this 
wicked invention seems to be to prevaricate 
and asseverate falsehoods, and lie and stick 
For instance, on the first of the month 
it will declare, with the calmest complacency, 
that the professional man. has gone to the 
country, when, as a matter of fact, he is 
seated in the rear office with his chair tilted 
back and his feet upon the table, smoking a 
corn-cob pipe and listening to the subdued 
murmur of the hill collector as he impatiently 
tries the door and walks dejectedly away. 
It will announce without a blush that he will 
return in the evening, or in ten minutes, or 
in a half hour, when he is up in the Kimeshi 
mountains on a hunting expedition and does 
It will proclaim to 


he is at the beer saloon; and. will announce 
that he is at dinner, when he has no dinner to 
go to. f 

It ‘will asseverate that he is at the bank, 
when his business never takes him near the 
bank; and declare that he is at church when 
hé is actually at home in bed wrestling with 
the delerium tremens. It heralds forth the 
apnouncement that he is engaged, when his 
oldest friend knows that he never has an en- 
gagement; and states that he is at the post- 
office, when he is leaning against a counter 
in a long apartment up-town, waiting for a 
preparation of mint and other medicins 
which are being compounded for him and 
another invalid by the gentlemanly chemist 
in the diamond shirt-studs and white apron. 

This office-door indicator is a glittering tin 
delusion and a circumambient snare, and he 
that is deceived thereby is not wise. It may 


i 


^ THE TRUTH SEEKER, SEPTEMBER 24, 1887. 


fill a want long felt, but it does seem sad that 
our professional men cannot lie enough by 
word of mouth without calling upon ma- 
chinery to assist them in their wholesale 
mendacity.— Gazetteer. 


BIBLE MYTHS 


AND THEIR : 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


The object of the work is to point ont the myths 
with which the Old and New lestaments abuund; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. ] 

“Tt is unquestionably true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Ohristian scriptures are 
nowhere else so accessible as they are now made 
in the work before us."—N. F. Sun. : 

1vol.8vo. Oloth.. About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.59. 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 


A OoMPRND OF THE Natura Laws or IN- 
DUSTRIAL PRODUOTION AND 
ExonHanNGE. 


By J. K. Ineaxzs, author of ** Social Wealth.” 
Price, 26 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ELEMENTS 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY 


HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS AND 
FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 

By Prof t4 M.Couloger, A.M. 

This book is just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2,000 
Joare B.C., on up to 1883, all in a nutshell.—Eimina 

lenker. : 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place; in the family it would be nc 
less important, as conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Witon. 

r. Cottinger’s intentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable; it may 
be commended as fulfilling its purpose of a cou- 
cise and interesting historical text-book.—Milwau- 


kee Sentinel, 
' PRICE, CLOTH, $1. 


DID JESUS CHRIST RISE FROM 
THE DEAD? 


The Evidences for the Resurrection Tried 
and Found Wanting.. 


By Saladin. 


PRICE, - 2 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Haact Ratios in Its 
Acquirement and- Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 


Price, Cloth, e - $1 00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER 


DEATH IMPROBABLE. 
By L. R. SMITH. 
Pamphlet, 82pp., 12mo, - Price, 10 cents. 
Published and for sale by . 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


IS THE COD OF ISRAEL 
THE TRUE GOD? 


The Narrativ of the Five Books of Moses, 
Joshua, and Judges, and the 
New Testament. - 


By Israel V W. Groh. 


"Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO, 


The Secret of the East, 


OR, 

The Origin of the Christian Religion 
and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 

BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Price, $1.00. 


Price 25 cents. 


` For sale at this office, 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL'S 


Great Centennial Oration 
` ON THE 


Declaration of Independence, 


ALSO THE 
Immortal Document, 
And the National Anthem entitled : 
“LAND OF LIBERTY.” 
Price, 6 cts; 5 copies, 25 cts; 25 copies, $1. 


Address Taz TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
í 28 Lafayette Piace, New York. 


ni | tt i | 
.Oo or 
A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Obdserver’s slanderous attacks 
upon the Anthor-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 


both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
: =o 
The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissned its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. 


TOGETHER WITH 


A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s | 
dying momenta attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


"78pp. Price 15 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SFEKER OO. 


Mottoes for Freethinkers. 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards; which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the '* God-bless-our- 
home? placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 221-2. The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 
readings : 


: THE WORLD. : 
E 


: NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
: TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


: THE WORLD I8 MY COUNTRY; : 
: TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. : 


The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. 

For Freethought societies there is & large card 
22 x 15 inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading; containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 30 
cents. Any of these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Fathers of Our Republic, 
Paine, Jefferson, Washington, 
Franklin. . 


A LECTURE delivered before the Tenth A'anual 
Congress of the American Secular Union, 
in Chickering Hall, New York 
November 18, 1886. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
Price 15 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


 KERSEY GRAVES'S WORES. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 


Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cents, 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thorsand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
-delineation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
ami ation of their doctrins. Price, $1 75. 

The World’s Sixteen Crucified Say- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of.all the doctrines princip‘es, precepts, 
and miracles of the Christian New Testament, 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
history of sixteen oriental crucified gods. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


REPLY 
TO REV. L. A. LAMBERT'8 
“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.’ 
By B. W. Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priest’ 
Historica) misatatements. 
Price, Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 cents, 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


CALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. i 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 

CANADA. 


W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Oni. 
- . .OOLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 


F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano |: 


Bros., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
: — KANBAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 


B. C. d. Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 


i MASSAOHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MICHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
8. D. Moore, Adrian. .Box 465. 
Chas. Sach, 188 8. Division St., Grand Rapids. 
Swan & Co.. 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 


Phillip Roeder, 222 Olive s al, St. Louis. 

E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 

Lang & Co., 709 Olive st., St. Louis. 
NEBRASKA. 

Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. 

Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 

Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st.. Brooklyn. 

Henry Adler, cor. Essex and Grand streets. 


OHIO. 
N. Hexter, 808 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior ste, Cleveland. 

OREGON. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 

^ — PENNSYLVANIA. ` 

Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 


W. F. Schade, 3, 106 Butler Treat, Pittsburgh. 
TENNESSEE. 
Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 


TEXAS. 

L. ‘Andruss, Denison. 

T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 
UTAH. 

James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 

W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 

John A. Jost, Ogden. 

Henry Booth, Bingen, 


Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


Robt. G. Inzersoll's 
OPENING SPHECH TO THE JURY 


in the suit of the 
Bankers’ and Merchants’ 
graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 
So many hav asked for copies of this famous 


Tele- 


speech that THE TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a. 


supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. ` 


XRY-5 QU JARE; 


The Church of PPR Religion. 


BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


S. P. Putnam’s Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Oriticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
“ A prose epic of the war, righ with incident 
and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day."—John 
Swinton's Paper. 
Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 ots. 
Prometheus. A poem. -“It is crammed 


with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to mo, with extraordi- 
nary beauty."—Dz. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 
why n Heaven, and Hell. . Price 25 cents. 


Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 


ot Why Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 


Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 
version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 


Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated’ 


; copy ihe Genesis legend—is shown. 


odor ‘all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


rice 


THE 


GRAND, UPRIGHT 


Unrivaled in Tone, 


FACTORY & WAREROOMS, 


So Thir a AV 


Is 
Cor. Svth St. 


Col. Kelso’s Works. | 
The Bible Analyzed. 


hammer Logic unsurpassed.” 
silk cloth, $3. 


Deity Analyzed and the Devil's De- 
fense. A thorough analysis of the 


claims for the existence of the Bible deity, and | 
an examination in verse of the charges gener- 
ally brought against his Satanic majesty. 
12mo, 466pp., *1.50. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work ' 
goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to ' 
show that Obristians are Inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. ! 
Oloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 


Infidel Death Beds. 
: By 8. W. FOOTE. 


- Price, - - - - 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


HOW TO STRENGTHEN 
THE MEMORY; 
OB, 
Natural and Seientifle Methods of 
Never Forgetting. 
By M. L. HOLBROOK, M.D. 
12mo, 160 pp. - = = = $1 00 | 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., - | 


8vo., 833pp.; 


28 Latayette PL. New York. 
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Freethought Abroad, 


Putnam, = - E 
The Parson. A Story. By 
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“For Sledge- | 


Truth Seeker Annual } 


— AND — 


Sfrecthinkers’ Almanac, | 
1887. 


+ WITH + ILLOSTRATIONS. + 


CONTENTS- 


Liberty. Address by Grover Cleveland, 
The Coming Dawn. By D. 


PAND SQUARE. 


Touch and Workmanship. 


e». 
en 


New York. 


|The Public Schools 


AND THE 
Catholic Church. 


—o— 
By L. K. Washburn. 
—0— 


EXT. 

“I could pronounce n» benediction upon Ro 
manism. Ith sdone mischief enough to deserve 
transportation for life. I regard Roman Chrie- 
tianity as the worst form of tyranny. It com- 
mands the arm to work and the brain to die: it 
feeds faith and starves thought; it loves opp~es- 
sion and hates liberty. It has given falsehood a 
crown and truth a scaffold. 


PRICE, 5 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayot'e Piac>, New York. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 


Price 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 
A perfectly reliable, socarate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, itis now known to be the work of 
H. Burg, one of our ablest correspondents. More 


than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. 
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States, 1886, - 


Louis Bodge, 


Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the 
States and Territories of the United States, 


The Right to Testify. By F. M. Holand, 
The American Secular Union. By Samuel P. 


Si Siokum, 


YORK: 


PRICE, 25 CENTS 


.| PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Trath 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write. 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Earl 
of Essex and his bride, a.D., 1590. By Wm. HENRY 
Bugg. Price, 25 cents, For sale at this office. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of ail AntiBibli- 
cal Works. 
-By THOMAS PAINE, 
“ The Author-Hero of the Revolution." 
Price, Single Copies, ene Six copies for 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more suck 
flaming arguments . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 
ration." . 

Price, 35 cents. 


For either of these works, or any of Paine's 
writings. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


VOLTAIRE’S ROMANCES, 


CONTENTS : 


The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.— Zadig 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princes. 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowus. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas.— 
The World as it Gone. —The Black and the White 
—Memnom the Fhilosopher. .—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Stud: Nature.—A Conversatior. 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. e Pages, laid paper. With E 
engravings. Price, cloth, beveled boards, $2.00. 
Hut calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE DAWNING, 


A NOVEL. 


* Oh, heaven! Apollo is once more amon: 
herdsmen of Admetus, and the herdsmen 
not it is the Sun-god !? 


An octavo volume of nearly 400 pages, bound 
cloth. Price, $1.50. 


Address Tax ehh SEEKER C 
28 Lafayette Place, 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 


From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION. 
Price; 50 cents. 
Address THE. TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


WORKS OF O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Christianity a Reward for Crime. 


Authenticated by the Bible. 
Paper, 12mo, 29 pages, d * s 


the 
ow 


view York 


100. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 
Paper, 12mo, 47 pages, - . - 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 25c. 


15c 


A Masonie Vindication of Right. 
A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 86 pages, - - -~ 
Addrese THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America. 
BY A CAPITALIST, 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the present 
conditions of society in inb country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious unde er our present system. The 
remedy, the author thinks. isin communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it will be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. 


Paper,50c; cloth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


bo. 


BY 
H. J. SEIGNEURET, 
Secularist. 

Price, z - $ a 10 cents. 
HISTORY 
OF THE 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe., 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 


Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
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— Glews of the Week. 


THE people of Scotland are beginning to 
think of home rule for that country. The 
leaders of the movement hav appointed a 
committee to consider the question of bring- 
ing the matter before the English Parlia- 
ment. i 

Mownay, the 19th, was 


THE ORDER OF CREATION, 


Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, 
Linton, Reville, 


On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 

3 This is à new book and contains the latest discus- 
sion on the. mistakes of Moses. The names of the 
participants are a guarantee of ita able character. 


| CONTENTS: 
|. L Dawn of Creation and of Worship. 
Gladstone. 


By Hon. 


preters of Nature. By Prof, T. H. Huxley. 


III. Postscript to Solar Myths. By Prof. Max 
Muller. . : 


Rosh Hashanah, the Jew- 


ish New Year, 5648. 

Henry GEORGE wasno- 
tified to appear as a juror 
the other day. He didn't 
appear, and was fined 
$100. 


Tanz police arrested 
ninety-one persons for 
selling liquor in this city 
last Sunday in violation 
of the law. 


Tre yacht Volunteer 
won the trial races with 
the Mayflower, and will 
defend the America’s cup 
against the Scotch cutter 


Thistle. 


Tse Rev. Frank H. 
Decker has resigned the 
pastorate of the East 
Congregational church in 
Brooklyn. Cause: Miss 
Ella Bates. 

_ Freep MuNEHRATH, one 

of the murderers of the 
Rev. Geo. Haddock, the 
temperance advocate, 
was convicted of man- 
slaughter at Sioux City, 
Iowa, on the 17th. 


AnouT 4.000 people at- 
tended the meeting in 
Union square to ratify 
the nomination of Henry 
George and other candi- 
dates on the state ticket of the United Labor 
party. Speeches were made by George, Mc- 
Glynn, and others. 


-Two gold armlets from Cyprus of great 
value hav been stolen from the cases of the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art in Centra] Park. 
There is $700 worth of gold in these antique 
ornaments. 


Tar faith-cure lunatics are holding what 
they call an annua] conference in:a barn in 
the suburbs of Jersey City. A portion of the 
exercises is the relation of miraculous cures 
by those who imagin they hav experienced 
them. All ordinary prevaricators are thrown 
in the shade by the stupendous fabrications 
of these deluded fanatics. 


QoreNn Victoria prorogued her Parliament 
last Friday, and the lord chancellor read a 
speech which she had written. The speech 
states that the queen agrees with the presi- 
dent of the United States to refer the fisheries 
business to a joint commission; that she 
trusts the remedies now being applied to the 
Trish difficulties will restore harmony; and 
that she thanks God for the continued etcet- 
eras. 


Tux Constitutional celebration in Philadel- 
phia last week was a great affair. ` Militia- 
men were there from all parts of the country, 
as were bands of music, and great orators. 
President Cleveland made a speech, F. Marion 
Crawford contributed a very good national 
hymn, the relics of the last century were 
wheeled out in procession, and there was 
everything calculated to fire the popular 
heart. By some idiotic arrangement, Cardinal 
Gibbons, the prince of Catholic impostors, 
was given an opportunity to deliver a prayer. 
Otherwise the outward portion of the cele- 
bration was all that could be desired. 


Tais news comes from Boston, September 
16th: ‘ All new England and New Brunswick 
was lighted up last night at 8.15 o'clock by 
the fall of an immense meteor. A despatch 
to the Journal to-night says it fell near 


McAdam Junction station in New Brunswick, : 


close by the Maine state line. It is as large 
as a passenger car, weighs many hundred 
tons, and plunged ten feet into the earth with 
a terrific crash, shaking the country for miles 
arouod. Many people visited the spot to-day, 
but the great mass is yet too hot for near 
approach. It made an intensely bright light 
in its descent, and even in Boston it was so 
noticeable that it attracted general attention, 
and was by many people indoors mistaken 
for a flash of lightning." 


II. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- | 


IY. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for à Fair Trial. i 


By Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 


v. 
| VI. 


stone. By Albert Bevill 
Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. 


6, D. 


By Prof. T. H. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents.. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl..New York. 


Dawn of Oreation, An Answerto Mr. Glad-| . 


Hnxley. 
.À Protest anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
on 


Gems of Thonght. | 


THERE can never be a full measure of prosperity, 
things never will be as they. should be, so long as 
the soil is owned by a few, and so long as those 
who till it hav no ownership in it.—D. M. Bennett, 


LisTLESSNESS, and boreduess and nothing-to- 

dO-ness, are the best of soils for the breeding of 

j the worms that never stop ghawing.—Geo. Mac- 
donald, 


AFTER all, a bonny sight 


is always a bonny sight 
when the cost of it does not 
come out of one’s own 
pocket —It 18 ill work pluck. 
ing nettles with bare hands. 
—The thing was a fact, and 
‘facts, when once eatab- 
lished, hav to be taken for 


granted.—Spiritual vanity 
is as true a fact in human 
as personal pride, and peo- 
ple like to feel that they hav 
guardian angels and patron 
saints who giv themselvs a 
host of trouble in protect- 
ing from physical dangers, 
and listening to the prayers 
of “miserable sinners” of 
no more value to the uni- 
verse than so many tad- 
poles in the water, or 80 
many harvest mice among 
the corn.—No matter how 
much intellect a man may 


hav, he is nothing but a 


tf j 
(ft g 
(ttti, A 


a Lar eed 
Laut ia 


cce uns 


JACOB WEEPETH. 


And Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up his voice, and wept.—Gen. xxix, 11. 


Odds and Ends. 


TEACHER : **Can anyone help Johnny to finish 
the Fourth Commandment?” Small boy: '-Yeth'm. 
And tbe Lord blethed the Thaturday and made it 
a holiday.” 


Proresson: t Thomas, how many toed is a 
toad?” Thomas (interrogativly, to gain time): 
“Tree-toad?” “No, four. Its posterior feet con- 
tain five. You hav evidently neglected your les- 
son, sir.” 

Tommy's mother has a terrible time teaching him 
to remember to say, “If you please." As thus: 
Tommy: “Mamma, pass me the butter," Mam- 
ma: “If what, Tommy?” Tommy: “If you kin 
reach it.” 


Par: “Moike, th’ tells me as yez hav quit 
worrukin’ ın the powder factory. Was it too 
dangerous!" Mike: *Dangerons? Well, be gob! 
I belave if I had worruked there till now I'd & 
b'en dead a year ago." 


“Tr is my p-inful duty, madam,” he said, “to in- 
form you that lightning has just struck your hus- 
band." ‘Did it strike him more than once?" 
"No, ma'am." *'Thank heaven it’s no worse!” 
she said with a sigh of relief, “If lightning only 
struck John once he’ll pull through.” 


A country clergyman was boasting of having 
been educated at two colleges. '* You remiud me,” 
said an aged divine; '* of an instance I know of a 
caf that sucked two cows.” * What was the con- 
sequence?” said a third person. “ Why, sir,” re- 
plied the old gentleman very gravely, ‘the con- 
sequence was that he was & very great calf !? 


“ Waen I was twenty-one years of age,” he said, 
“T thought that if I wasn't rich at thirty I wonld 
be too old to enjoy wealth.” ‘‘ How oid are you 
now?” ‘Seventy.” “And rich, of course?" 
“No, I'm a poor man yet, but I've got a scheme in 
view that will make me as rich as mud before I'm 
eighty, and then I propose to take things easy and 
enjoy lite.” 

Suz was a widow, and, perhaps, a little sensitiv 
on that actouot. When she answered a summons 
tbe other day she found a good-looking, minis- 
terial chap standing at the door. ‘ Good-day,” 
he began, “ I represent a loan association—" ‘So 
do I,” she responded shortly, * and I mean to stay 
alone; good-day, sir.” He hasn't thought it out 
yet to his entire satisfaction. 


"My boy,” said an aged tailor to his gon, a 
young m»n who was &bout to go West to make his 
fortune, “I hav given you a good start along the 
seam of life. It depends on you to keep at it with 
a stroug and even stitch. And don't forget to 
fasten off your work with a knot at the end of the 
seam.” That youth never forgot his father’s ad- 
monition. He was hanged in Arizona three years 
afterwards for stealing a horse. 


JUDGE : “Of course. you hav an excuse ready?” 
Prisoner: * I hav, your nonor. I was full, but it 
was for medical purposes. Whisky is good for 
snake bites." Judge: '" Were you bitten by a 
snake?” Prisoner: "No; but, your honor, ‘an 
ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure,” 
Judge: “I see, I see. But you should hav çon- 
fiord yourself to the ounce. I fine you $10 for pre- 
scribing medicin without a diploma.” 


lump of plastic clay when 
an astute woman. under- 
takes to mold him.—When 
men are in love, there is Do 
miracle that may not be ex- 
pected, no transformation 
that may not be wrought.— 
A woman can do better for 
herself and the world than 
'by incarcerating herself, 
and renouncing all practi- 
. eal usefulness. A mother 
is of more value than a 
nun.—Ars, E, Lynn Linton, 


AI Ir may be confidently 
WA asserted that no lasting 
sect could hav been formed 
upon the basis of the few 
truths taught by Jesus him- 
“self, and the fact that he 


“TALK about mean men,” said Ex-Alderman 
Seagrist, the sage of Bloomingdale, '* why, there's 
that Bill Johnson. he's the meanest man I ever 
heard on. Bill was &constable here, Why, don’t 
you think, he had an execution against me for a 
little matter of groceries, and he came out and 
levied on my old mother's ducks, and wanted me 
to drive 'em up and catch 'em for him, and I told: 
him to eatch'em himself; and so he chased ‘em 
round and round the house; and every time he'd 
catch a duck he'd sit down and wring its head off 
and charge mileage !” 


Ir may or may not be new, but here it is as re- 
lated by a Texas minister. Through the persua- 
sion of a reliable friend, whose word he trnsted, 
Deacon Goodman bought a handsome poll-parrot 
for his son. The deacon purchased Polly only 
after being doubly assured that she had been 
reared in a godly family. That night the good 
deacon bowed his head in family prayers, and 
said: “O Lord, bless thy humbly servant, and 
his wife, and children, and maid servant, and—' 
Here the deacon, pausing for a moment, was 
startled by a voice which shrilly croaked: ** Well 
where in —— do I come in?” 

A PRINTER'S PROPOSAL. 
Dear maiden * of all the race, 
Before thy iii I bow; 
Please do not hide thy pretty face, 
But here my ? now. 
The. has come, my own; 
When I must take a mate; 
And as I 0 .hee alone, 
We'd better - 8. 
The maid looked ttt at the bore, 
Aud hit him on the nose; 
Then = upon the floor 
He lay quite , tose. 
A MINISTER WHO MEANS BUSINESS. 

While the minister was preaching last Sundayin 
a Dakota town which 18 having a boom, a man in 
the congregation, who was sitting near a window; 
arose and said: 

“I beg your pardon, elder, but just one word." 

* Go on, deacon.” 

* There are a couple of big, fat men who look as 
if they might be capitalists, outside here looking 
at the churchyard.” 

“Whats that?” . 

* Couple o' fat-looking capitalists hanging over 
the fence and acting 'sif they wanted to buy the 
lots the church is on.” 

“Ts that so ?" replied the minister, beginning to 
get excited, and stepping up on the altar rail to 
see out. “You go right out and talk to them, 
brother, go right out and 'tend to the matter. 
Giv them an option on it, and if they’ve got the 
money to buy this real estate we'll snake this 
church off into the street so quick it will make 
their neada swim.” . 


CAPTAINS OF INDUS TRY: 


Men of Business Who Did Something Besides 
Making Money. A Book for Young Americans. 


BY JAMES PARTON, 


Price, - $1.25, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
Address 28 Lafayette Place, Now York. 


became the founder of a 
new religion mnst be attributed as much to the 
state of Judea at the time as to his personal in- 
fluence. That the influence of Socrates was not 
small i: his own lifetime might be inferred from 
the bitterness of the prosecution alone, even if 
Plato had not remained to attest the abiding im- 
press he left upon an intellect by the side of which 
those of Peter, James, aud Juhn are but as little 
children to a full-grown athlete, — Amberley. 


It’s hardly in a body's pow'r 
To keep at times frae being sour, 
To see how things are shar’d ; 
How best o' chiels are whiles in want, À 
While coofs on countless thousands rant, 
An’ ken na how to wair't; s 
But, Davie, lad, ne'er fash your head, 
Tho’ we hae little gear, 
We're fit to win our daily bread, 
As lang's we're hale and fier. 


First, men sacrifice and pray in order to escape 
sickness and death; or if they are a little more ad- 
vanced, that they may not be punished in a future 
state. Secondly, they desire to win the esteem 
and affections of the gods; they are. ambitious of 
obtaining a heavenly reparation. And lastly, 
prayer and prai-e, diseiplin and self-denial, be- 
come habits, and giv pleasure to the mind. The 
rough hair shirt, the hard bed, the cold cell, the 
meager food, the long vigil, the midnight prayer, 
are delights to the mind that is inured to suffer; 
and a8 other men rejoice that they hav found 
something which can yield them pleasure, Ro the 
ascetic rejoices that he has fou^d s mething which 
can yield him pain.—Reade’s Marturdom of Man, 


O »raTH, death, death, thou ever-floating cloud, 

There are enough unhappy on this earth; 

Pass by the happy soule, that love to liv; 

Ipray thee, pass before my light of life, 

And shadow all my soul, that I may die. 

'Thou weighest heavy on the heart within, 

Weigh heavy on my eyelids : let me die. 

—Tennyson, 

Ox, bow I shall admire, how laugh, how exult, 

when I behold so many proud monarch, so many 

fancied gods; groaning in the lowest abyss of dark- 

ness! So many magistrates, who persecuted the 

name of Christ, melting 1a fiercer flames than 

they kind.ed against the Obristians.—Tertuilian. 


TERTULLIAN was a man of strength and violent 
passions -he loved and hated with intensity, He 
possessed considerable cu'ture, and was well- 
versed in Roman law; in ancient philosophy, his- 
tory, and poetry. He was not deficient in philo- 
sophical power, but he was narrow, bigoted, and 
uncharitable. He shows no sympathy with Greek 
speculation, or with the freedom of human 
thought; and he shows little sympathy with the 
joys and pleasures of man, being strongly inclined 
to asceticium.—Chambers's Encyclopedia, 

: THEN might ye see - 
Cowls, hoods, and habits, with their wearers, tost 
And fluttered nto rags; then relics, beads, 
Indulgences, dispenser, pardons, bulls, 
The sport of winds: all there, upwhirled aloft, 
Fiy o’er the backside of the world far off, 
Into a limbo of fools, to few nnkuown 
Long after, now unpeopied, and untrod. 

—Milton's Paradise Lost, 


THE essence of religion is the strong and earnest 
direction of the emotio s and desires toward an 
ideal object, recognized as of the highest excel- 

f lence.—J. S. Mill. 


—Burns. 
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Where liberty reigns, the tyrant seeks to slay her.— Za Salle. 


THE REAL INTENTIONS OF POPERY. 


dotes and Clippings. 


Onz of the attractions of Sacramento, Cal., 
is a mummy show—the remains of the peo- 
ple of the Aztec race, it is supposed. 


Tug Pennsylvania Railroad Company sold 
650,000 excursion tickets between New York 
and Philadelphia during the three days’ cele- 
bration there of the adoption of the Con- 
stitution. 


Tux Catholics of Malden, Mass., hav Jeased 
a public school building at à nominal rent for 
parochial purposes. The state thus practi- 
cally helps to support & denominational 
school. 


Tur state of Delaware still retains the 
pillory and whipping-post. Last Saturday 
eleven criminals were publicly whipped at 
Wilmington, and two were given an hour 
each in the pillory. 


Tux first real estate investment made in 
Portland, Or., by a Chinese was the recent 
purchase of a building lot by Seid Back for 
$9,000. Not poverty, but an impression that 
_ they cannot legally hold real estate, bas kept 
the Chinese there from making similar in- 
vestments. Seid Back’s purchase is counted 
a good bargain. 


Tue wife of the Rev. Peter Eirich, of Ho- 
boken, N. J., found living with her husband 
intolerable because he wanted her to pay all 
the household expenses, with a view to which 
he married her. She therefore went to liv 
with her parents, in Brooklyn, and he sued 
for a divorce on the ground of abandonment. 
She declined to contest the matter, and on 


the 23d ult. the divorce was granted: Mrs. 
Eirich* says that the decision of the court is 
satisfactory in the extreme. 


Two young men of Garden Plain, Kan., 
fought with slungshots in church to determin 
which should escort & young woman to her 
home. One of them had his skull fractured 
and he died. The minister and his wife suf- 
fered slight injuries. 


Brooxtyn has at present but two pastors 
under a cloud. One of them, the. Rev. Mr. 
Decker, has been investigated and his resigna- 
tion accepted. The other, the Rev. Mr. 
Millen, will be investigated Oct. 4th, pending 
which he will continue to preach. 


Tux more the Glazebrook scandal at Mid- 
dletown, Conn., is investigated, the more ap- 
parent it becomes that the Rev. Mr. Glaze- 
brook is guilty. His ministerial conduct to- 
ward the woman involved was witnessed by 
several persons. He is a married man. 


When the religious editor, says the Jewish 
Times, is afflicted with intellectual sterility 
there are three subjects he falls back upon, 
namely, a tirade against Mammon, a diatribe 
against modern skepticism, and a bilious 
effort to annihilate tbe English Janguage in 
discussing some subject about which he 
knows nothing. 


Tue following labor note is from the Union 
Printer: ** For some time past there has 
been troub.e in the office of the Catholic 
Ex miner, of Brooklyn, on account of the 
non-payment of wages to the compositors. 
and on Monday the men struck for wages 
two weeks overdue. Some time since the 
paper changed hands, and owing to bad man- 
agement its prosperity has been declining. : 


As yet the strikers hav not been paid, and 
under the circumstances the proprietor is 
unable to secure men to take their places. 
Unless a settlement is made this week the 
Examiner will not make its appearance as 
usual.” 


Tar New York legislature at its last session 
voted to allow the appointment of inspectors 
of election for the purty that supported Henry 
George for mayor last fall. Now that the 
party is divided against itself both factions 
are asking leave to appoint the inspectors 
from their own ranks. The matter must be 
settled soon, as election is but a few weeks 
away. 

Towns along the Mexican border are in 
favor of an international dollar—good for its 
face in both countries. As it stands now, a 
man can cross over to Mexico, put downa 
Mexican dulla: for a drink, and get a United 
States dollar for change. Tbe he can come 
back, put down the United States dollar for 
a drink, and get a Mexican dollar for change. 
And then he can repeat. No financial situa- 
tion could be more demoralizing, in a small 
way. 

Durme the meeting of the National League 
in Cork last week a crowd, which had gath- 
ered outside the building in which the meet- 
ing was held, made an attack upon the rooms 
of the Protestant Young Men's Association. 
The police charged the crowd, but tbe mob 
continually gained fresh accessions and re- 
sisted, and a fight occurred, the police using 
their batons and the crowd using stones. The 
confliet continued until Mr. Tanner, M. P., 
who was present at the League meeting, 
came out and implored the crowd to desist. 
After this the police made another charge 


| 


and dispersed the crowd. "Three valuable 
panes of glass were broken in a warehouse. 
Several coustables were cut with stones. 


A MAN named Vanderpoole has been palm- 
ing off literary productions upon the editor 
of the Cosmopolitan Magazine as unpublished 
manuscripts of George Sand. The editor 
finally found him out, and lodged him in 
jail for obtaining money under false pre- 
tenses. The defense is that Vanderpoole is 
subject to psychologic influences, and wrote 
the articles at the dictation of George Sand's 
spirit. 

WirLiAM O'Brien, editor of United Ireland, 
was found guilty of inciting a riot at sev- 
eral meetings in Ireland recently, the police 
being attacked and a number of persons 
killed. O'Brien was sentenced to three 
months’ imprisonment, but was released 
under bail, pending appeal. Mr. O'Brien's 
alleged offense is practically the same as that 
charged against the Haymarket orators. A 
slight difference in the penalty of conviction 
will be observed. 


IN a recent issue of the Journal of United 
Labor Mr. Powderly relates an incident that 
occurred on a railroad train. Mr. Powderly, 
in talking with a group of six men, took a 
paper from his pocket and read a paragraph 
beginning, ''We hold these truths to be 
self-evident—that all men are created equal,” 
etc. One of the group exclaimed: '' The 


man who wrote that was a d—d agitator. It . 


is just such stuff as that that is turning the 
heads of the honest laboring men of the 
country.” Only one of the six knew what 
the paragraph was, and they were all em- 
ployers of labor, and one of them was & 
director of & national bank. 


626 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, OCTOBER 1, 1887. LN 


Gammunications. 


The Bible of Nature; or, The Principles of 
Secularism. 
A CONTRIBUTION TO THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE. 
BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 
Author of “ Physical Education,” “The Secret of the East,” etc. 


II.—Menrat Maxins. 
' CHAPTER X.— FREETSOUGHT. 
A.—Lessons of Instinet. 


The Brabmans have a legend that the first children 
of man ascended Mount Gunganoor, to visit the 
castie of Indra and inquire into the secret of their 
origin. Speculations on the source of bfe, on the 
mystery of creation, the cause of good and evil, and 
similar problems which we might sum up under the 
name of religious inquiries, seem, indeed, to have 
occupied the attention of our ancestors at a very 
early period. An irrepressible instinct appears to 
prompt the free discussion of such questions, and in 
a normal state of social relations the attempt to sup- 
press that instinct would have appeared as prepos- 
térous as the attempt to enforce silence upon the 
inquirers into the problems of health or astronomy. 
A thousand years before the birth of Buddha, the 
Sakyas, or ethic philosophers, of northern Hindostan, 
visited the mountain-passes of Himalaya to converse 
with travelers and seck information on the religious 
customs and traditions of foreign nations. The book 
of Job, probably the oldest huerary product of the 
Semitic nations, records & series of free and often, 
indeed, absolutely aguostic discussions of ethica 
and cosmological problems. 

“Canst thou by searching find out God?” says 
Zophar. “It is as high as heaven: what canst thou 
‘do? It is deeper than hell: what canst thou 
know ?" 

* Is it good unto thee that thou shouldst oppress 
the work of thy own hand?” Job asks his creator ; 
“thine hands have made me; why dost tnou destroy 
me? Thou huntest me like a fierce lion. Where 
fore, then, hast thou brought me forth out of the 
womb? Oh, that I had given up the ghost and no 
eye had seen me! I should have been as though 
I had not been ; I should have been carried from tne 
womb to the grave. Are not my days few? Cease, 
then, and let me alone, that I may take comfort 
a little, before I go whence I shall not return, even 
to the land of darkuess.aud the shadow of death.” 

And again: “ Man dieth and wasteth away; man 
giveth up the ghost, and where is he? As the waters 
fall from the sea aud the flood dryeth up: so man 
heth down and riseth not; till tne heavens be no 
more he shall not awake nor be raised’ ont of. his 
sleep.” “Tf a inan die, shall he live again?” 
* Wnerefore is light given unto them that are iu 
‘misery, aud life unto tne bitter in soul? who long 
for death, but it cometh not; who rejoice exceedingly 
and are glad when they cau find the grave ?" 

Or Eunu's interpeliauon: * Look up to heaven 
and see the clouds which are higher than thou: Li 
thou sinnest, what doest thou against Ai? If thou 
be righteous, what givest tuvu to him, or what can 

. he receive of thine hand ?” 

Could a committee of modern skeptics and philos- 
ophers discuss the problems of existence with greater 
freedom? 

For a series of centuries the monkish custodians of 
the literary treasures of Greece and Rome expurgated 
the writings of the boider Freethiukers, aud for the 
sake of its mere parchment destroyed more than one 

- work that would have been worth whole libraries of 
their own lucubrations; yet even the scant relics of 
pagan’ literature iurnisu abundant proofs of the 
€t.ie.l and metaphysical hberty which the philos- 
opners of the Mediterranean nations enjoyed for 
nearly a thousand years. The marvelous develop. 
ment of Grecian civiuzation in art, science, politics, 
literature, and general prosperity coincided with a 
period of almost unlimited rengious freedom. Spec- 
wations on the origin of religious mytus were pro- 
pounded with an uupunity which our latter-day 
Freethinkers have stul cause to envy. The pos- 
sibility of ail defimte knowledge of tue attributes of 
the deity was boldly denied two thousaud years 
before the birth of Enmanuel Kant. The Free- 
thinker Diagoias traveled from city to city, propa- 
gating his system of Agnosticism with a publicity 


which seems to imply a degree of tolerance never: 


yet re-attained in ihe progress of the most intel- 
lectual modern nations. Tne skeptic Pyrrho ridi- 
culed the absurdity of all our modern Secularists 
would include under the name of other-worldliness. 
A Roman actor was applauded with cheers and 
laughter for quoting a passage to tbe effect that “if 
the gods exist, they seem to conduct their adminis- 
tration on the principle of strict neutrality in the 
affairs of mankind !” . ° 

Democritus, Euhemerus, Anaxagoras, Epicurus 
Aristotie, Libanius, Puny, Lucretius, and tne latter 
Pythagoreans, almost entirely ignored the doctrines 


of Polytheism, which, indeed, never assumed an ag- 
gressive form, the attempted suppression of the 
Christian dogmatists being an only apparent excep- 
tion, dictated by motives of political apprehensions, 
rather than by religious zeal; for at the very time 
when the followers of the life-hating Galilean were 
persecuted as “enemies of mankind,” a large number 
of other oriental religions enjoyed privileges border- 
ing on license, The Grecian colonists of Asia Minor 
never interfered with the religious customs of their 
new neighbors. They studied and discussed them as 
they would study the curiosities of other social 
phenomena; and a purely naturalistic system of 
education would undoubtedly lead to analogous re- 
sults. Intelligent children often evince a remarkable 
tact in avoiding certain topics of conversation, scch 
as allusions to personal or national defects, scandals, 
the arcana of sexual relations, private affairs, etc., 
and the experience of after years may confirm such 
habits of discretion ; but no conceivable motive but 
deference to an arbitrary precept could dictate a 
similar reticence in the discussion of purely meta 
physical topics, or of dogmas which by their ver) 
pretense to a mission of extreme importance should 
justify an extreme frankness in debating the basis of 
their claims. 
B:—-REWARDS OF CONFORMITY. 

Religious liberty guarantees every other kind of 
freedom, as every form of slavery walks in the train 
of priestly despotism. In America religious emanci- 
pation led the way to the Deciaration of Indepen- 
dence, and still continues to make this continent the 
chosen home of thousands of Liberals whom the 
material prosperity of the New World would have 
failed to attract.. It is possible that a policy of in 
tolerance would have averted or postponed the fate 
of the Moorish empire, which was ultimately over- 
thrown by the fanatics of a creed which the followers 
of a more rational faith had permitted to survive in 
their midst; yet it is not less certain that for nearly 
tive hundred ‘years religious tolerance made the 


-realm of the Spanish caliphs the one bright Gosheu 


in & world of intellectual darkness, In northern 
Europe the history of civilization begins only with 
the triumph of Rationalism. Protestantism, in that 
wider sense which made the revolt of the Germanic 
nations an insurrection against the powers of super- 


stition, has Jaid the foundation of national prosperity. 


in Great Britain, in the Netherlands, and in the ris- 
ing empire of northern Germany. The real founder 
of that empire was at once the greatest statesman 
and the boldest Freethinker of the last fourteen 
centuries. His capital became a city of refuge for 
the philosophers of Christian Europe. The eastern 
provinces of his kingdom were colouized by refugees 
from the tyranny of clerical autocrats.. His absolute 
tolerance protected even the Jesvite, expelled by the 
Catholic rulers of France and Spain. During the 
reign of that; crowned philosopher the religious and 
political dissenters of Prussia expressed their views 
with a freedom which in semi-republican England 
would have involved them in a maze of endless law- 
suits. Among the fruits of that freedom were 
products of sciencs and philosophy which have made 
that period the classic age of German literature 
“ Before the appearance of Kant's ‘Critique of Pure 
Reason, ” says Schopenhauer, “the works of duly 
installed government professors of philosophy were 
mostiy medleys of sophisms, pretending to reconcile 
seience and dogma, or reason and despotism. Here, 
at last, a state university could boast of a man who 
lived at once dy and fur the service of Truth—a 
phenomenon made possible only by the cireumstance 
that, for the first time since the days of the great 
Aurelius and the greater Julian, a Freethinker had 
mounted the throne of an indepenent monarch y." 

The protection of Freethought is likewise the best 
safeguard against that virus of hypocrisy that has 
undermined the moral health of so many modern 
nations. 

“What an incalculable advantage to a nation as 
well as to its ruler,” says a modern philosopher, 
“to know that the pillars of state are founded or 
the eternal verities, on natural science, logic, and 
arithmetic, instead of casuistry and immaculate con 
ceptions !” 

The consciousness of that advantage has more than 
once upheid the birthland of Protestantism: in its 
st)uggies against the al.icd powers of despotism, and 
shouid uphold our republic in the inevitable struggle 
against the allied despots of the twentieth century. 

C.— PERVERSION. 

The experience of tne last sixteen centuries has 
made priestcraft almost a synonym of intolerance ; 
and yet it would be a mistake to suppose that the 
interests of Freethought are incompatible with the 
survival of any system of supernatural religion. 
The myths of polytueism were for ages accepted as 
the basis of a creed enjoying all the prerogatives and 
emoluments of an estab;ished religion, but the priests 
of that religion had no need of protecting their pres- 
tige by the butchery of hereties. With all their ab- 
surdities, the rites of their creed were essentially a 
worship of Nature, naturally attractive to all lovers 
of earth and life, and by their harmlessness conciliat- 
ing the favor of philosophers who might have studied 


the baneful tendencies of a different ereed—a creed 


which could propagate its dogmas only by an unre- ` 


mitting war against the natural instincts of the human 
race, and by constant intrigues against the protests 
of human reason. “The Nature worshiping Greeks 
repeated the harmless myths and practiced the merry 
rites of their creed for centuries without troubling 
themselves about the myths and rites of their neigh- 
bors. Their superstition d.ffered from that of the 
church as the inspired love of Nature differs from 
the ecstatic fury of her enemies, as the day-dream of 
a happy child differs from the fever-dream of a 
gloomy fanatic. ‘Procul Profuni? was the cry of 
the E'eusinian priests. They had more followers 
than they wanted. Their joy-loving creed could dis. 
pense with autos-da fê The Hebrews, in stress of 
famine, conquered a httle strip of territory between ` 
Arabia and the Syrian deseit, and then tried their 
best to live in peace with heaven and earth, and their 
sects contented themselves with metaphorical rib- 
roastings. The Saracens spread their conquests from 
Spain to the Ganges, but their wars had a physical, 
rather than imetaphysieal, purpose, They needed 
tand, and made a better use of it than the former oc- 
cupants. They contented themselves with assessing 
dissenters, and did not deem it necessary to astaa- 
sinate them: But the Galilean pessimists could not 
afford to tolerate an unconverted neighbor. To the 
enemies of Nature the happiness of an earth-loving, 
garden-planting, and science-promoting nation was 
an intolerable offense: reason had to be sacriticed. to 
fa tb, health and happiness to the cross, and earth to 
heaven” (The Secret of the East, p. 62). 

And even in tne modified form of Protestant, Chris- 
tianity, that creed remains the rancorous enemy of 
Freethought: The doctrine of the Galilean Buddh- 
ist is essentially a doctrine of pessimism, of otber- 
worldliness and Nature-hating renunciation of human 
reason and earthly prosperity, and therefore wholly 
irreconcilable with the promotion of progressive 
science and secular happiness, Philosophers have 
for centuries assembled their scholars undisturbed 
by the songs and dances of pagan festivals; the ex- 
ponents of secular science have enj»yed the good- 
will of health-loving Hebrews and Mohammedans, 
and will find a modus vivendi with the Spiritualists 
and Theosophists of the future; but Secularism, 
“ the Science of Happiness on Earth," can never hope 
to conciliate the dogmatists of a creed that demes 
the value of life itself, and wages war against Nature * 
as well as against the claims of natural science. 

D.— PENALTIES OF NEGLECT. 

Wherever Reason surreuders to Dogma, the expo- 
nents of that dogma will claim unreasonable prerog- 
atives. Irresponsible dogmatists have never failed 
to pursue the interests of their creed at the expense | 
of the interests of mankind. The lessons of Science 
could not be reconciled with the doctrines of Anti- 
uaturalism, and in the interest of that doctrine the 
spiritual taskmasters of medieval Earope suppressed 
Science by methods that have retarded the progress 
uf mankind for thirteen hundred years. The sup- 
pression of Freethought enabled the enemies of Nat- 
ure to complete their triumph by the suppression of 
social and political liberty; and for ages the church 
has been the faithful ally of D-spotism. The priest- 
ridden rulers of the expiring R inan empire aud the 
priest-ridden rabble of tbe Roman provinces asristed 
in the persecution of Freethought, and that crime 
against reason was avenged by the development of a 
system of spiritual tyrauny which at last furced even 
princes to kiss the dust of Canossa and degraded the 
lot of peasants beneath that of savages and wild 
beasts. The war against natural science avenged itself 
in the neglect of agricuiture, and the enormous spread 
of deserts, which the priests of the Galilean miracle- 
monger proposed to reclaim by prayer-meetings. 
The surrender of Freethought to faith sealed the 
fate of millions of heretics and “ sorcerers,” who ex- 
piated an imaginary crime in the ayonies of the 
stake. Not the abrogation of civil rights, not the 
intimidation of princes and commoners, but the erad- 
ication of Freethought, enabled the priests of an un- 
natural creed to enforce their hideous superstitions 
upon the prisoners of the numberless monasteries 
which for a series of centuries combined all the con-. 
ditions for the systematic suppression of moral, 
inteliectual, and personal freedom. i 

“Iam not come to bring peace but the sword,” 
said the ingenuous founder of a creed which could 
not fail to produce an irrepressible conflict between 
the delusions of its doctrines and the inspirations of 
nature and science—-and, of course, also between the 
would be followers of its own preposterous precepts 
—and neither the Just of conquest nor tbe jealousy 
of rival nations has ever stained this earth with the 
torrents of blood shed by the bigots of that creed 
after its triumph over the protests of Freethought. 
The fatuous attempt to crush out dissent by substi- 
tuting & roll of parchment for the book of Nature 
avenged itself by murderous wars about the interpre- 
tation of those same parchments, The dogmatists 
who had tried to perpetuate their power by the mur- 
der of modest rationalists, were assailed by hordes of 
their own irrationalists, raging about the ceremonial 
details of the wafer-rite and the immersion rite 
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The bigots who had refused to heed the pleadings of 

Bruno, and Campanella, were forced to acknowledge 
. the battle-axe logic of the Hussites. 

. E.—REFORM. 

Truth that. prevails against error also prevails 
against half truths, and the recognition of just claims 
cannot be furthered by unjust concessions. Uncom- 
promising right is mightiest, and Freethinkers would 

. have served their cause more effectually if they had 
contended, not for the favor to enjoy a privilege, but 
the right to fulfil a duty. The ministry of reason 
imposes obligations to posterity, and to the memory 
of its bygone martyrs, as well as to our help-needing 

contemporaries; and the defense of its rights is a 

truer religion than submission to the yoke of a mind- 

enslaving dogma. The Rishis, or sainted hermits of 

Brahmanism, used to devote themselves to the service 

of a forest temp'e, and guard its sanctuary against 

vermin and reptiles; and the believers in a personal 

God cannot devote their lives to a nobler task than by 

guarding his temples against the serpent of priestly 

despotism. . 

The disciples of Seeularism should learn to value 
the right of Freethought as the palladium of their 
faith, as the basis of all other blessings—moral and 
material, as: well as intellectual. They should leary 

. to revere the memory of the martyrs of their faith, 
and recognize the importance of their services to the 
cause of modern civilization and its sacred principles ; 
but they should also learn to recognize the magni 

tude of the remaining task. It is no trifle that the 
prevalent system of ethics and the temporal and 
eternal hopes of millions of our brethren are still 
based on a lie. It is no trifle that the health and 
happiness of millions of our fellow-men are still sac- 
rificed on the altar of that untruth by the suppres- 
sion of publie recreations on the only day when a 
large plurality of our working-men find their only 
chance of leisure. It is no trifle that honest men are 
still branded as “Infidels,” “renegades,” and “ scoff- 
ers," for refusing to kneel in the temple of a nature- 
hating fanatic. The struggle against the spirits of 
darkness is by no means yet decided in Italy, where 
the arch-hierarch is spinning restless intrigues to re- 
gain the power which for ages made Europe a Ge- 
henna of misery and despotism. Nor in Spain, where 
a swarm of clerical vampires is still sucking the life- 
blood of an impoverished nation. Nor in Austria and 
: southern Germany, where the alliance of church and 
state remains a constant menace to the scant liberties 
of the people. 

Freethinke:s need not underrate the influence of 
individual efforts to recognize the superior advantage 
of organized cooperation, so urgently needed for the 
reform of Sabbath laws, of press laws, and the 
educational system of the numerous colleges still 
intrusted to the control of the Jesuitical enemies of 
science, The strength-in-union principle should 
encourage the oft-debated projects for the establish- 
ment of Freethought colleges (as well as Freethought 
communities); but still more decisive results could 
be hoped from that union of the powers of knowl- 
edge and of moral courage which has never ‘yet 
fai'ed to insure the triumph of social reforms. We 
should cease to plead for favors where we can claim 
an indisputable right. We should cease to admit 
the right of mental prostitutes to enforce the penal- 
ties of social ostracism against the champions of 
science; but we, in our turn, should degerve the 
prestige of that championship by scorning the 
expedients of the moral cowardice which strains 
at gnats and connives at beams, attacking super- 
stition in the harmless absurdities of its ceremonial 
institutions, and sparing the ruinous dogmas that 
have drenched the face of earth with the blood of 
her noblest children, and turned vast areas of garden- 
lands into hopeless deserts. The skeptics who scoff 
. at the inconsistencies of a poor ciergyman who tries 
in vain to reconcile the instincts of his better nature 
with the demands of an anti-natural creed, should 
themselves be consistent enough to repudiate the 
worship of the fatal founder of that creed, and not 
let the hoary age of the Galilean doctrine palliate 
the tendencies of its life blighting delusions. 


Se eee 
Bibie Geology and Evolution, 

Geology as a science was entirely unknown to the 
ancient writers of the Bible. Yet it was impossible 
for them to giv an account of the alleged origin of 
the world and living things without encroaching 
upon the ground of geology. 

God having made man five days after he had 
formed the earth, and these days having been ex- 
pressly defined as comprising “evening and the morn- 
ing,” 1t was easy to calculate from the time of the 
birth of Adam down, say to the Babylonish captivity, 
from thence to the alleged birth of Christ, and from 
thence again to the present day—to fix a definit date 
to the Mosaic account of the creation. | 

As soon, however, as men of science made known 
to the world the fact that vast epochs must hav 
elapsed, which are not even mentioned in the Mosaic 
Story, to account. for the numerous changes in the 
formations which: compose the earth's erust, the the- 
ologians did ali they could to read into the text a 
meaning which the writers obviously never intended. 


By this process *evening and morning" were ren- 
dered * vast periods of time," although when they 
eame to the seventh day, upon whieh the writers of 
Genesis declared that God * rested” from his labor 
and was “refreshed,” the theologians were content 
to interpret this particular day as one of ordinary 
duration. 
Playing fast and loose in this way with Bible dec- 
larations, the theologians hoped somehow to explain 
away all difficulties. 
Even this method of treatment, however, broke 
down at last, and now the learned among the clergy 
gravely assure us that “the Bible does not pretend 
to teach science.” 
Here is an admission indeed! The Bible is not an 
authority on science. But if this is £o, is it an au 
thority on ancient history? Or is its morality only 
to be regarded as divine? Hereafter we shall hav to 
examin 153 statements in respect to these points; for 
the present, however, let us consider what are its 
teachings in relation to geological phenomena. In 
the first place, it represents that when deity first cre- 
ated the earth, it was created much as we find it 
to-day; that grass, herbs, and fruit-trees grew upon 
it immediately, and this despite the fact that the sun 
‘had not yet been created to shed his radiance upon 
it, and, in cooperation with the water, to call the 
grass and trees into being. 
We hav seen that men of science to day regard the 
earth as an offshoot from the sun, and Sir Wm. 
Thompson goes as far as declaring that it would hav 
taken at least several millions of years to cool down 
sufficiently to allow any form of life to exist upon it 
at all. 'The Bible writers do not regard trees, or 
vegetation, in the light of lowly forms of life. They 
knew nothing of life apart from man and the lower 
animals, the birds of the air and the fishes of the sea. 
And in stating the order of the creation of these, 
the Biblical writers arranged them in a fashion alto- 
gether out of harmony with the known facts of mod- 
ero science. Nor is this all; to complete their long 
list of errors, they allowed only a day or two to inter- 
vene between the creation of the very lowliest forms 
of life and the highest. 
A profound study of nature has in a variety of 
ways demonstrated the absurdity of all this: Indeed, 
it 18 no mere figure of speech to say that all the 
physical sciences combine to proclaim the great doc- 
win of evolution—or, as the Rev. Henry Ward 
Beecher felicitously described it in his last lecture in 
England, all the physical sciences combine to teach 
the doctrin of “ gradualism, or the gradual unfolding 
of natural phenomena from the lowest to the highest." 
Geology teaches that when the earth had become 
solid, the outer erust was converted by reason of the 
intense heat of the interior of the earth into hard, 
granit-like rock, which was subject to periodieal up- 
neavals, and which no doubt produced the inequali- 
ties of the surface which characterize it. This first 
formation was called by geologists the Plutonic 
formation (from Pluto, monarch of hell), on account 
of its resulting from intense heat. 
The second rock formation, which differs materially 
from the first, and results from the action of air and 
water on the earth, is described as stratified rock 
formation, as distinguished from the previous forma- 
tion (the Piutonie or unstratified formation). Let 
me here quote from Dr. Hardwicke's recent work on 
“Creation and Evolution” (Watts & Co.), page 4 of 
chapter on “ Man: Whence and Whither,” in refer- 
ence to these geological formations. He says: * Ge- 
ologists hav divided the stratified rock into three 
chief divisions: the Paleozoic (ancient life), or Pri- 
mary ; the Mesozoic (middle lfc), or Secondary; and 
the Kainozoie (iast hfe). or Tertiary. Each of these, 
again, has been subdivided into smaller sections ac- 
cording to the particular kind of deposit met with, 
the particular places where the best examples are to 
be found, or the particular life forms existing.” Then 
follows a long list of further subdivisions of the Pri- 
mary, such as: 
1. The Laurentian. 
2. The Huronian. 
3. The Cambrian. 
4 The Silurian. 
The Secondary are divided thus: 
1. Tne Triassic. 8. The Cretaceous. 
2. The Jurassic. 

And the Tertiary as follows: : 
1. The Eocene. 3. The Pleocene. 
2. The Miocene. 4. Tne Pieistocene, 

Now, for these formations great periods of time 
are required; and it is in the highest degree unrea- 
sonabie to imagin that they could hav been called 
into being in & few days in the order in whieh they 
are now discovered, by the mere fiat of some intelli- 
gent, man-like ghost less than six thousand years 
ago. In support of this contention, that. excellent 
Biblieal commentator Dr. Kalisch in the introduction 
to his * Commentary on Genesis" has demonstrated 
that geology and Genesis are altogether irreconcil- 
able. Hesays: “According to chronological compu- 
tations based on the Oid Testament. the earth, as a 
part of the universe, was created 4160 B.o., or about 
six thousand years hence.” 

“Even the larger chronologies of the Septuagint, 


5. The Devonian. 
6. Tbe Carboniferous. 
7. The Permian. 


foo TE 
Hales and others, fix this date not farther back than 


between seven and eight thousand years. But the 
researches of the natural sciences, especially geology, 
lead to widely different conclusions; they prove an 
antiquity of the earth of such vastness that our imag- 
inations fails to conceive, and our numbers are almost 
unable to express it" (page 2). And on page 8 he | 
givs the following facts: “The old red sandstone mn-^ 
cludes the fossils of zoóphytes, conchifera, some 
tribes of fish, some traces of land plants; perhaps 
also the first perfect birds, some of small, others of 
gigantic size; and the footprints of those batrachians 
which hav attracted the most zealous attention, and 
to which we shall later hav occasion to allude in a very 
curious connection. But both in the new red sand- 
stone, and stil more in subsequent oólitie strata, 
occur in great abundance the huge lizard-hke animals 
of extraordinary size, power, and armature; the 
voracious ichthyosaurus, of the length of a young 
whale, fitted both to liv in water and to breathe the 
atmosphere; of the genera! form of a fish to which, 
however, were added the teeth and breast-bone of a 
‘lizard, the paddles of the whale tribes, the beak of a 
porpoise, and teeth of a crocodile; the plesiosaurus, 
of similar bulk and equal rapacity, with a turtie-like 
body and paddles, and the most extensivly preying 
upon the finny tribes; further the megalosaurus, an 
enormous lizard forty-five feet long, a carnivorous 
land creature ; the pterodactylus, or flying saurian, a 
lizard with bat like wings; crocodiles, some of which 
were herbivorous, as, for instance, the iguanodon, 
reaching the amazing length of a hundred feet, 
or twenty times the size of the iguana of the Ganges, 
its present representativ. Strongly, indeed, do these 
monstrous and terrible forms remind us of those 
strange creatures of fancy popular in ancient times 
and in the Middle Ages, the winged dragons and - 
griffias, the gorgons, hydras, and chimeras; their 
huge jaws threatened with fearful teeth ; their necks 
were almost equal in length to half that of the entire 
body of the boaconstrictor; they had enormous, 
mail-like impenetrable bodies, and terrible claws, and 
all darted upon their pray with irresistible vehemence. 
The odiitie beds contain further the remains of about 
twelve hundred other astonishing species and forms, 
the first specimens of insects, and about fifty plants. 

* But only in deposits about the cha'k formations 
do we meet with mammifers. About four thousand 
forms, all different from the present species, are 
found in the tertiary strata; some of them the most 
remarkable for their size and form, as the palecthe- 
rium, the ponderous dinotherium, with the bent tusks 
in its lower jaw, and many other thick-akinned ani- 
mals (pachydermata), like the hippopotamus and 
rhinoceros. Some of the species of elephants were : 
of enormous magnitude; the mastodon, with his 
tusks projecting from both upper and under jaws, 
reached the hight of twelve feet; the mammoth, the 
megatherium, with claw-armed toes more than two 
fect in length, and the megalonyx were of gigantic 
proportion and iron-hke organization; we fiad, fur- 
ther, the bear, the horse, and the dog, seals, dolphins, 
and whales; the majestic Irish elk, with its broad 
plank.like horns, and even several feline or carnivora, 
and traces of monkeys (quadrumana) till all the older 
creatures became extinct, and were succeeded by the 
existing occupants of the land and the water." 

And then this learned writer asks, *If the earth 
was created within six days, how and for what con- 
ceivable purpose were these numberless and often 
huge and appalling forms of being, exhibiting every 
state of growtb, imbedded in the different strata of 
the earth?” 

No rational answer can be furnished by the ortho- 
dox theologiau to such questions as these for this 
reason. The evidence of the gradual formation of 
these granit rocks and then of stratified series, and 
so on until we come to the latest geological strata, 
evidence that the fauna and flora of one period dif- 
fer altogether from that of an earlier or later period; 
evidence of the existence of all sorts of strange and 
huge animals which hav long been extinct; evidence 
of the gradual evolution of the lowliest forms of life 
into higher—all this is demonstrated with overwhelm- 
ing force by multitudinous facts drawn from the 
study of geology. And what is this but evidence of 
the truth of the doctrin of evolution? No wonder 
tLat, when the Geological Society numbered among 
its members more clergymen than mea of science, it 
sought to stifle such facts as the above. No wonder 
that when Mr. Vivian first brought forward some of 
the facts discovered in Kent’s cavern, before this so- 
ciety, his paper was auppressed. But to-day science, 
like murder, will out. Facts, though they hav no 
tongue, will speak “with most miraculous organ.” 
And as the spirit of inquiry is abroad, who can doubt 
that in time geology will tell its wonderful story so 
that everyone with common sense shall understand? 

AnTHUR B. Moss. 
et — —— — 

Upon the great questions uf origin, of destiny, of 
immortality, of punishment, and reward in other 
worlds, every honest man must say, ‘I do not know." 
Upon these questions, this is the creed of intelligence. 
Nothing is harder to bear than the egotism of igno- 
rance and the arrogance of superstition.— Ingersoll. - 
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Call for the Eleventh Annual Congress of the 
American Secular Union. 

To the Auxiliary Secular Unions and to all citizens 
of the United States and Canadas who support 
the Nine Demands of Liberalism: 

You are invited to attend the Eleventh Annual 
Congress of the American Secular Union, to be held 
at Chicago, October 15th and 16th. 

The Congress will be called upon to consider 
measures for carrying on the work of Freethought 
and securing the adoption of such laws by the various 
state governments and by the national government as 
shall make the United States thoroughly secular, and 
the repeal of all laws now on the statute books 
which conflict with the Nine Demands of Liberalism. 

Local auxiliary Unions are entitled by the Union 
constitution to five representativs—the President and 
Secretary and three delegates. All charter members 
and life members, all Vice. Presidents, all Chairmen of 
state Executiv Committees, are entitled to seats and 
votes in the Congress. Annual members are entitled 
to seats, but not votes, except by permission of the 
Congress. 

-It is hoped that every auxiliary Union will send a 
full delegation to the Congress, and that every Free- 
thinker in the United States and Canada who can 
will be present. 

Per order Board of Directors: 

COURTLANDT PALMER, Pres. 
Sa{ĮmoeL P. Purnam, Sec. 
E. A. Srevens, Ch. Fin. Com. 
z Cnas. Ecxnanp, Treas. 
——— —— 9-9 9— ————— 
Lines. 
ADDRESSED TO THE SEORETARY OF THE AMERIOAN SEOULAR 
UNION. 
Putnam! tell us of the fight, 
What its signs of triumph are; 
Is the army of the right 
Brave beneath our banner's star? 
Putnam! can you see ahead 
Aught that promises success ? 
Is our army being led 
To victory? Speak! Confess! 
Putnam! tell us of the fight, 
What is done and what to do; . 
Are the Liberals upright, 
Are tbey brave, and good, and true? 
Putnam! are our soldiers bold ? 
Will they stand their ground like men? 
Is truth more to them then gold ? 
Will they sell their tongue or pen? - 


Putnam! tell us of the fight, 
How the battle looks to you ; 
Are we climbing up the hight ? 
Are we going forward, 100? 
Putnam! you hav traveled far, 
You hav seen our bravest, best ; 
Tell us, brother, is our star 
Rising in the growing West? 
i L. K. WASHBURN. 
— 9-8 9— — — — — 


News and Notes. 


Caldwell is a bright and lively place on the Oregon 
Short line, in the midst of sage-brush, but with 
plenty of water for irrigation, and so it has a good 
` foundation for growth. It is only about three years 
old, and there is a bit of competition between it and 
Boise City for the trade of the river valley and the 
surrounding country. I guess it has come to stay, 
whatever its future growth may be. It has a solid 
look. Large brick buildings are constructed, and 
elegant private residences. It is one of the brightest 
little towns I hav struck, and it looks forward and 
not backward. 

Of eourse, I found some congenial spirits here 
among the leading citizens of the place, who are not 
afraid to express their sentiments, notwithstanding 
the two or three churches that are being built; for 
the churches always go where there is a boom, and, 
since they hav to pay no taxes, can invest with 
apparent safety, and wait till forbune's wind shall fill 
their sails, while other speculators go by the board, 
being compelled to do their share for the support of 
government. ua 

Sherman Coffin, L. D. Potter, Geo. H. Holbrook, 
Wm. Barr, Jacob Hamm, O. M. Peterson, and others 
&re the generous and cordial friends whom I found 
at Caldwell, and with whom it was a pleasure to 
associate in the pioneer work. They are all ready to 
lend a hand, with strong heart.and faith in humanity. 
I gave three lectures in the little schcol-house, which 
was filled every night. When I return next year 
I expect to find a great change— a splendid school- 
building and allother signs of prosperity and civi- 
lization. I bav had a pleasant sojourn in this three- 
year-old eneampment, whose majority will place it, I 
think, among the most brilliant cities of the West. 

Thursday night, after the lecture, I travel over the 
endless sage-brush beneath the solemn stars to 


Nampa, which I reach after midnight. A short 
sleep, and I leave in the early morning for Boise City 
via the new railroad which was opened about a week 
ago. Boise City was left out in the building of the 
Oregon Short line, and, as the phrase is, received a 
“black eye.” But it is evidently recovering, and 
proposes to come to the front again. The new rail- 
road is crowded with passengers coming and going 
to the capital city of Idaho. It is about twenty 
miles from Nampa on the banks of the Boise river. 
It presents a pretty and attractiv appearance from 
the high bluffs as you look down upon it in the 
morning’s splendid radiance. It is indeed a beauti- 
ful city, embowered in trees and surrounded with 
orchards and harvest fields and bright meadows. It 
was nothing but sage-brush at the beginning, not a 
tree or spear of grass, but now it is a picture of 


fertility. There are about four thousand inhabitants 


in Boise, and it does look as if it were on the tide of 
fortune's ample stream. If the Northwestern Rail- 
road passes through it en route for Yaquina bay on 
the Pacific coast, it has an assured career, for it will 
then be one of the great transcontinental routes, and 
will command the trade of Boise river valley and of 
an immense mining region which, they say, is the 
richest in the world, and only in the first stages of 
development. . 

Idaho territory has advanced wonderfully for the 
last three or four years. Its farming prospects hav 
increased. Vast herds of cattle roam over its past- 
ures. Its climate is simply delightful. There is but 
little snow in winter, and the summer’s heat is not 
oppressiv. The elevation is three and four thousand 
feet above the sea. It is an excellent fruit country— 
apples, pears, peaches, cherries, plums are produced 
in abundance. One apple in this section weighed 
twenty-eight ounces. I ate a large pear and peach 
from Ireton’s orchard, and the flavor was delicious, 
surpassing that of these fruits in California. Hxten- 
siv canals are being built, and these will largely en- 
hance the resources of the country. The time is 
coming when every bit of these sage-brush plains 
will be watered and cultivated. 

There are seven churches in Boise City besides the 
Salvation Army, which was in full operation, with 
music and parade, on my arrival. However, I had 
good audiences at Capital Hall, and on Sunday even- 
ing I had more than all the churches and Salvation 
Army combined, several hundred being present. 
There is a large Liberal element in Boise City, 
although there is much indifference and timidity. 
But the Liberals are really in & majority if they 
would assert themselvs. There are those here who 
are not afraid to stand by their colors, and through 
them I believe Idaho will become a noble representa- 
tiv of Freethought. 

T. J. Pefly is now mayor of the city, and has ever 
been an activ Liberal. An out-and-out Christian was 
run against him, and it was an ecclesiastical fight. 
And freedom was victorious. It is quite a hope for 
our cause that, in spite of seven churches, our candi- 
date was so signally successful. Mr. Pefly is a man 
worthy of the honor, for he is a fearless and strenu- 
ous supporter of Infidel principles, and has won 
respect by his unflinching devotion to advanced ideas. 

T. C. Galoway is another of our outspoken advo- 
cates, who has been in the country from the start, 
and has the backbone of the pioneer. He has been 
in the legislature and watched the Christians there. 
They undertook to pass a Sunday law prohibiting 
work on the “Sabbath.” Mr. Galoway introduced 
an amendment, that no pay should be given for any 
work on Sunday, including thé work of clergymen. 
The amendment passed. The Christians took no 
further interest in the Sunday jaw, and it went by 
default. J. A. Davis, H. R. Boynton, A. O. Miller, 
Harlan Pefly, John Jones Smitb, Wilson Nye, depart- 
ment commander of the Grand Army; I. A. Gould, 
Jas W. Harrel, E. M. Crawford, E. A. Curtis, John 
B. Broadhent, T. P. Woodcock, I. P. Wilson, sheriff 
of the county; John Lemp, Jacob Deihl D. W. 
James, John Atkinson, Daniel Bacon, editor of the 
Republican ; James Stewart, T. Driscoll, Fred. 
Iseli, J. H. Morgan, Mr. Lawton, and many others 
are the outspoken allies of Freethought in this place, 
and I hav found nowhere a more inspiring welcome 
and entertainment than at Boise City. I like the 
country and the people, and it has been & pleasure to 
mingle with them on the high planes of thought and 
action, where the to-morrow’s sun gilds to-day. 

I was a!so pleased to meet Dr. Jennie Bearby, 
of Mountain Home; Mr. Richards, of Hailey, an 
editor who dares to speak the truth; Mr. and Mrs. 
O. P. Johnson, of Bliss, ete. Mrs. Johnson is Cath- 
olic, but says that she always takes the good things 
of the Bible and leaves the bad. On this point we 
cordially agree to disagree. There would be little 
conflict if all Christians were of that mold. 

My friend, James Wardwell, of Emmett’s, was with 
me all through the campaign; and so, of course, 
I could never hav a dark moment with such a jovial 
comrade about. 

So 1 leave Idaho with memories of bright skies,, 
desert lands, busy people, and live Liberals, and my- 


: homeward journey has been made brilliant with hope 
! of future work. 


A long night and day's ride, and, in the -evening’s 
glow, I am again iu Salt Lake vailey, with its many- 
hued mountains, its shining fields, its glistening 


waters flowing away like a sea into the remote and 


burnished sky. There is no more lovely valley in 
all this world. Here, I believe, our bright banners 
will flash in victory. The convention of Utah Lib- 
erals is this week, Next week I am at Canyon City, 
Col.; October 2d at Denver. October 4th, 5th, 6th, at. 
Osceola, Neb., and thea through Iowa to Chicago for 
Annual Congress. I hope to see a noble gathering 
of the friends of Freedom. This is au important. 
meeting for future work. BawvzL P. PuTNAM. 
Salt Lake, Sept. 21, 1887. 


Ot 


Reynolds on His Western Tour. 


September 11th I am at South Bend, Ind. Mr. D. 
Newton Strauss, a cultured and fearless young Lib- 
eral, of Sweet Home, took me to South Bend and 
introduced me to young Wm. Furr, the indefatigable 
news agent, who, educated a Catholic—under the 
ministrations of that noble old veteran in the cause 
of human progress, H. C. Van Liew—has evoluted to - 
a most devoted Liberal. I love to meet the aged 
veterans who hav borne the brunt of battle against 
bigotry and superstition; but my heart always throbs 
with hopeful joy to find the young, with all the en 
thusiasm of youth, devoting their bast efforts to 
spreading abroad the principles of Liberalism. 

South Bend i3 a city of great enterprise and thrift. 
Its most successful business men claim to be Lib- 
erals, but when I ascertained that only two persons 
took any Liberal papers, l knew at best it would be 
difficult to get the people out to hear a Liberal lect- 
ure, and, with such short notice, next to impossible. 
Liberal mollusks, too stingy. to pay for a Liberal 
paper and keep posted on the success of the good 
work, soon lose all interest and imagin the cause is 
as dead as they themselvs hav become to every gen- 


'erous, noble, or unselfish impulse. 


Notwithstauding the indomitable efforts of Wm. 
Farr, who, although suffering from severe sick head. 
ache, most thoroughly advertised the lecture for 
Sunday evening at Knights of Labor Hall, there was 
a meager attendance, the hall being only half filled. 
A Professor Myers, principal of the high school and 
secretary of the Young Men's Christian Association, 
interrupted me by asking questions, and gushed 
at length over the blessed Bible and God sending | 
the dear savior to die for us. I asked him if he 
would retain faith in the savior if God himself in the 
Bible positivly declared "there was no other God 
besides him—that besides him there was no savior ?" 
He replied, No, of course, he would not. I read to 
bim Isa. xliii, 10, 11, and Hos. xiii, 4. After gasping 
in astonishment and fright, he finally rallied and said 
that was all right. Jesus had declared that he and 
his father were one. I read to him the prayer of 
Christ (John xvii): ‘‘'That they may be one, as we 
are one: I in them, and thou in me.” He then 
dodged off to the Mosaic account of creation, and 
challenged me to public discussion. With the help 
of a friend he wrote out his proposition, “ That the: 
Mosaic account of creation, a8 given in the scriptures, 
is in strict harmony and accord with the latest scien- 
tific and advanced thought.” He insisted I should 
take the negativ and open the debate. Said he, 
“ You proge it is not, then I will answer you.” His 
friends had great difficulty in making him see the 
absurdity of his request. Finally, it was agreed he 
should speak for haif an hour, I three-quarters of an 
hour, and he a quarter of an hour. to close. 

I am informed the ministers, instead of helping 
him, berated him severely for provoking a debate for 
which he was totally unqualified. Quite a number of 
Christians, however, accompanied him to the hall on 
Monday night, affording me opportunity to present 
ideas for their consideration they never, perhaps, 
otherwise could hav been prevailed on to listen to. 
Professor Meyers read the first chapter of Genesis, 
said the nebular hypothesis was only a hypothesis, 
but he firmly believed it, and „spent the rest of his 
time telling how unmercifully I should ridicule him, 
and entreating I would not refer to him. I simply 
ignored him, proved nearly every statement in the 
Mosaic account of creation was directly in conflict 
with every fact of science, then gave the principles of 
Liberalism, and urged the honest-hearted, in view of 
the utter and lamentable failure of Christianity to 
meet the wants of the human race, to investigate for 
themselvs, to dare to think, and to hav the courage to 
avow and liv up to their convictions. 

September 14th I was at Monticello, Til. Dr. Wm. 
Noecker, president of the Bank of Monticello, and 
his efficient young cashier, O. W. Moore, are the 
leading spirits in the good work. They made an un- 
fortunate error of judgment—took it for granted all 
prized the truth as they did, and advertised admis- 
sion thirty-five cents. This proved to be a prohibi- 
tory tariff. Attendance was three times as many 
the second night as the first, but numerically could 
not be regarded as a, success. 

Sept. 18th to 21st at Mattoon, Ill. There is said 
to be a large Spiritual-Liberal element in this place, 
but if so they failed to materialize. Mr. Jacob Cassell 
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and Mr. Frank Frazier are earnest workers, devoted 


io the cause, willing to bear burdens, and the Liberals 
of Mattoon were perfectly willing they should, and let 
them bear it all. 7 

Srrassura, Irr., Sept. 19th. How exhilarating and 
delightsome to find this glorious oasis in such a 
wilderness df dying mollusks! Dr. A. York gave me 
an earnest invitation to visit Strasburg, and lecture 
at the school-house. I found a thriving village, and 
hosts of whole-souled, warm-hearted, intelligent men 
and women. The school-house held about one hun- 
dred and fifty. The vestibule was crowded, the win- 
dows opened, and half as many more had to take the 
droppings from the sanctuary. The night being 
warm and pleasant, standing for an hour and a half 
was their worst discomfort. To show the mettle 
they are made of, a collection after the lecture re- 
sulted in Dr. York, after paying every expense, hav- 
ing over $10 left for a reserve fund toward payment 
of the next lecture. 

At Centralia, Ill., Sept. 22d, I found a glad wel- 
come and palatia! home at the Centralia House, with 
stanch and true F. D. Rexford. Attendance at 
Turners Hall last night, Thursday Sept. 22d, was 
excelent. Today some hav come fourteen miles to 
hear the lecture this evening. C. B. RxsNorps. 


P. S —I am to be at Belleville, Sept., 25th, 26th, 
and 27th; at Minier, Oct. 1st. 2d, and 3d; at West- 
field, Oct. 5th, 6th, and .7th; at Tuscola, Oct. 9th, 
10th, and 11th; at Olney. Oct. 12th, 13th, and 14th; 
at Chicago the 15th and 16th. C. B. R. 


——— — 9-4 9— ————— 


International Freethought Congress. 
Reported, by J. M. Wheeter in the London Freethinker. 


Judged by the enthusissm and cordiality dis- 
played at its meetings the International Conference 
must be pronounced a great success, It is now half 
a dozen years since London was the scene of the an- 
nual gatherings. which were inaugurated by the 
* Anticoncilio” of Naples, ca'led by Count Giuseppe 
Ricciardi, in 1860, in opposition to the Cicumenical 
Council of Rome. English Freethinkers may con- 
gratulate themselvs that at a time when the council 
general placed on the agenda paper for discussion 
some of the most debatable points among Free- 
thinkers, they hav had their full share in settling 
such questions. x i 

The proceedings were opened bv Mr. Bradlaugh 
weleoming the foreign delegates to England in a few 
well-chosen words. M. Odin replied, expressing the 
foreign delegates’ sense of English hospitality, and 
the hope that the concert of various nations would 
aid the movements of emancipation. 

Mr. Bradlaugh, having been elected to the chair on 
the proposition of foreign delegates, then gave the 
presidential address. He alluded to the improved 
position of Freethinkers during the last three- 
quarters of acentury. In France, Belgium, and Italy 
most of the prominent public men were buried with- 
out religious ceremonies. The Burial bill of 1880 
had rendered that possible in England also, and it 
was now their own fault if Freethinkers were buried 
with religious rites. Since 1870 it was in the power 
of the English people to elect schoo] boards provid- 
ing secular education. He regretted that full ad- 
vantage had not been taken of the law. Nor had 
English Freethinkers sufficiently insisted upon the 
withdrawal of their children from boards schools 
whilst religious instruction was given. In France a 
purely secular education was becoming more the 
matter of habit and custom than the exception. The 
battle of Freethought was to be fought, not in lect- 
ures, pamphlets, and books, but by the education of 
children in science. They were not met to discuss 
political or social grievances, but to discuss the com- 
mon burdens on freedom of thought in every coun- 
try. In this conference were no international 
boundaries. They had a church in which there was 
no pope, in which the only altar was the printing- 
press and the only prayer the uttered thoughts of 
man. . 

Mr. Bradlaugh then had to leave, and the chair 
was taken by Mr. G. W. Focte. A very lengthy list 
of societies and distinguished individuals, who gave in 
their adhesion to the Congress, was then read by 
M. Navez, secretary to the General Council, and as 
the list was frequently accompanied by documents 
and works sent for inspection, it occupied most of 
the morning sitting. From Italy, the Italian League 
of Freethinkers, a number of Freethought societies 
at Naples, nine masonic lodges there, a society at 
Senegallia, and the Foro d'Ischia, gave adhesions. 
From Spain aud Portugal eleven societies sent adhe- 
sion, their locations being Madrid, Lisbon, Cadiz, 
Valladolid, Saragossa, Barcelona, Tabugo, Reus, 
Mahon, and Bilbao. Out of France there came 
adhesions from a number of societies in Paris (six 
delegates). Reims, Bordeaux, Saumur, Malvilliers, 
Puteaux, Pantin, Versailles, Rainey, Sevres, Lisioux, 
Lyons (three societies), Montataire, Forges-les-Eaux, 
Bicótre, Angou'éme, Angers, Boulogne, Saint-Arvant- 
‘de-Boixe, and Orleans. German adhesions came 
from societies in Hamburg, Darmstadt, Stuttgart, 
Weisbaden, Eick, Cologne, Hagen, and Gotha 


Switzerland sent representations from Geneva and 


Zurich ; Belgium was strongly represented, some 
fourteen delegates bailing from -Brussels and Ant- 
werp; among them M. Fournément, avocat, deputé, 
of the Belgian Parliament; and from Holland, De 
Dageraad sent its adhesion and delegate. Among 
other letters read were those from Dr. Buchner, who 
sent papers giving his views on the questions before 
the Conference, from A. S. Morin, and from Dr. 
Bovio, who sent a copy of his Filosofia del Diritto. 

In the afternoon the Conference discussed the 
question whether teaching should be indifferent or 
directly hostil to religious dogmas. Mrs. Besant 
occupied the chair. . . 

Upon a vote being taken the Congress decided in 
favor of neutrality by a very large majority. — . 

Signor Contieras then opened the question, * What 
is Freethought? Examination of philosophie doc- 
trins—Spiritualism, Materialism, Positivism.” The 
delegate quoted Professor Bovio as defining Free- 
thought as the autonomy of reason; Spiritualism was 
based on false hypotheses; Positivism was a step 
toward Naturalism, the term preferred by Italian 
Freethinkers. 

M. Paul Foucart briefly reviewed the questions 
and then gave an able and lengthy exposition and 
defense of the method of Positivism, which gave up 
the search into the origin of phenomena, but in- 
quired into their succession and relation. 

This closed the Saturday evening sitting. 

On Sunday morning at 10:30. Mr. Bradlaugh 


again presided. 


Dr. C. de Paepe read a valuable paper prepared 
by Dr. Ludwig Buchner who was unavoidably absent, 
in whieh Dr. Buchner defined the relations of Free 
thought, and expressed himself at one with the pres- 
ent method of Positivism. Dr. de Paepe explained 
that he called himself a positivist in science, separat- 
ing the positiv method entirely from the sociology 
and religious cult founded by Comte. 

The discussion on the question, “Can Freethought 
be Separated from the Social Question?” was opened 
by M. Navez. He held that the Freethinker could 
no more admit the dogmas of the despotic than of 
the religious regime. Political, social, and religious 
reform must march side by side. At the same time, 
Freethinkers were not pledged to any opinions known 
as Socialist. : 

Dr. De Paepe then read a lengthy paper by Dr. 
Buchner, which will doubtless be published, and in 
which he givs a survey of the social question similar 
to that found in his work on * Man in the Past, Pres- 
ent, and Future.” 

Sunday evening was devoted to a public meeting, 
Mr. Bradlaugh being in the chair. The hall was 
crowded in every part by a most enthusiastic au- 
dience. _ 

Mr. Holyoake spoke first, and alluded to the prog 
ress of Freethought. Mr. Navez followed. On be- 
half of the General Council, he considered the 
ODER & grand success. 

. Jules Grimaldi, of Spain, followed. He said 
many people thought Spain still in the. same condi- 
tion it was in at the time of Philip II. He had éven 
been asked if the Inquisition was still in existence. 
Since 1868, when Isabella was sent out of Spain, 
there had been much greater freedom. Affirmation 
is permitted in Parliament as well as in courts of 
law. No one can be prosecuted for trading on Sun- 
day. Among the society of Friends of Progress 
which he represented, they had several members of 
the Cortes, and there were about one hundred Free- 
thinking societies, with twelve Freethought papers. 
It was true the provinces sent out many pilgrims to 
Lourdes, but that was their Salvation Army. 

Monday morning was devoted to the business of 
the Federation. The report and balance-sheet of 
the General Council were read and adopted, and 
some alterations were made in the rules, providing 
that in future a Congress should be held at least 
every two years. It was decided that the revolution 
of 1789 should be celebrated at Paris, in 1889, and a 
hope was expressed that one would he held pre- 
viously at Rome to celebrate the inauguration of the 
statue to Giordano Bruno. The proceedings termi- 
nated with & vote of thanks to Mr. Bradlaugh, pro- 
posed by M. Leon Fournément, who said that for 
many years past the eyes of European Freethinkers 
had been on Mr. Bradlaugh, whom they regarded 
with admiration and esteem. He coupled the name 
of Mrs. Besant, to whom he paid a well-deserved 
tribute, for having, throughout the Congress, trans- 
lated the French speeches into English, and the 
English into French. In seconding the resolution, 
Dr. de Paepe thought it necessary to express regret 
that Mr. Bradlaugh was not in favor of Socialism, a 
point upon which Mr Bradlaugh very properly did 
not deign to reply, although he referred, in indignant 
terms, to the calumnies to which he had been subject 
in Socialist journals. 

In the afternoon the debate, “ Can Freethought be 
Separated from the Social Question?” was continued. 
M. Odin read a vigorous paper on the connection of 
Freethought and the social question. In France 
they were compelled to pay for a religion in which 
they do not believe. The priest was paid for teach- 
ing obedience.. Freethought was inseparable from 


- 


the social question, though not bound up with any 
particular school of Socialism. 

Mrs. Besant remarked that the social question 
might be confounded with Socialism. If asked 
whether Freethought could be separated from Social- 
ism, Socialist as she was, she would answer in the 
affürmativ. But if it meant that Freethinkers must - 
not interest themselvs in the social welfare, she would 
vote otherwise. She dwelt on the historic connection 
of Freethought with all social and political progress, 
and suggested a revision of the terms of the discus- 
sion. 

Dr. de Paepe, in a lengthy speech, declared that 
the social question was the all-important one. He 
bore testimony both as man and physician that pov- 
erty was the great obstacle to mental improvement. 
He did not wish to see Freethinkers bound to any 
economical dogmas, though for himself he adopted 
the teaching of Marx. He had [since the morning] 
discovered that Mr. Bradlaugh was a Socialist him- 
self. He put the resolution in an amended form that 
Freethought cannot be indifferent to the question of 


social amelioration, but it is not distinctly Socialist 
or anti-Socialist. 


M. Paul Foucart declared that philosophically Free- 
thought and the social question were entirely inde- 
pendent. By a historical resume he showed that the 
social question had been solved in various ages by 
caste, slavery, feudalism, etc., quite apart from Free- 
thought. He wished this fact put as a preamble to ' 
Dr. de Paepe’s resolution. 

Dr. Terwagne and Madam Rocher considered it 
was now impossible to separate the questions. 

Mr. Swaagman considered the Socialist view was. 
as if the party of progress in Russia was to pro- 
nounce that all Freethinkers should be Nihilists. 
He thought that English Freethinkers, at any rate, 
would hold, not only that the questions were dis- 
tinct, but that they ought to be kept so. 

Mr. G. W. Foote thought it unfortunate a vote 
should be taken upon a theoretical question. Ina 
Catholic council the matter.is simple, but no Free- 
thinker was bound by the decision of this Con- 
gress.. The “social question” is a very wide phrase, 
and offered a multitude of contradictory solutions. 
It was, in fact, so comprehensiv that one might 
as well argue that Freethought can be separated 
from life itself. If Freethought is to do good 
work it must be restricted. Ranging in all direc- 
tions you may fancy yourself a universalist with- 
out being even a good specialist. Freethought 
assumes the presence of superstition. It has, so to 
speak, to deal with a pathological condition of mind 
and has no right to dictate what use healthy minds 
shall be put to. Our power of foreseeing the future 
is very limited. Let us remove obstacles to thinking 
freely, and social problems will work themselvs out: 
in proportion as we are enlightened. It is not for 
us to anticipate the future, but to clear away the 
clouds of error, and leave to another generation the 
task that will devolve upon it. 

Upon the vote being taken there was a consider- 
able majority in favor of the amended resolution that 
Freethought cannot be indifferent to the question of 
social amelioration, but that it should not be identi- . 
fied with any Socialist or anti-Socialist solution. The 
proposed preamble, declaring that the questions 
were philosophically distinct, was rejected by a very 
close division. 

In the evening about one hundred delegates sat 
down to a banquet at the Holborn Restaurant. In 
the name of the foreign visitors Signor Contieras, in 
a few graceful words, presented Mrs. Besant with a 
handsome basket of choice flowers, After the repast, 
Mr. Bradlaugh, who presided, proposed the toast 
“To the oppressed of all nations,” coupling with 
it the names of Messrs. Holyoake and Foote, who 
suitably responded. The toast of “The Foreign 
Visitors,” proposed by Mrs. Besant, was responded 
to by MM. Contieras, Odin, and Fournément; and 
that of “The International Federation," proposed by 
Mr. G. Standring, was responded to by M. Navez. 

The remainder of the evening was devoted to har- 
mony, songs being given by Mr. Bonner, Miss Tiffin, 
Mr. Porter, Mr. Trevelyan, and Mr. Fowler. M. 
Fournément sang “La Marseillaise," the whole of the 
audience joining in the chorus. When Mr. Foote, 
who succeeded to the chair towards the close of the 
evening, brought the meeting to a conclusion, a!l the 
delegates expressed themselv highly pleased with the 
whole proceedings of the Congress, and desirous of 
witnessing anothor fraternal reunion of Freethinkers 


of all nations. 
—— 1 i a 


Another Testimonial for Mrs. Slenker. 

E». W. CmawnERLAIN, Sir: In response to your 
call for testimonials from those who hav corresponded 
with Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker on sexology, I wish to 
say, and emphatically, that I hav profited by holding 
conversation on paper with her on matters re!ativ to 
sex. Furthermore, I hav known Mrs. Slenker for 
years, and hav found her honest in ai] things. 

Amsterdam, N. Y. Ray D. CHAPMAN. 

— ee — —————-— 

Dr. J. L. York speaks in Philadelphia, Oct. 2d and 9th; 
Boston, 16th; Aloanv, 23d; Buffalo, 30th; Pittsburgh, Pa., . 
Nov. 6th and 15th; Kent, Ô., 20th, and Denver, Col., 27th. 
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Henry George. 
‘Henry George, more than any other man in his 
day and generation, has simplified and brought to 
the notice and comprehension of the masses political 
economy. He demolishes the old theory of a “wage 
- fund," that is, that “ wages are fixed by the ratio be- 
tween the number of laborers and the amount of 


capital devoted to the employment of labor," and. 


demonstrates his proposition that “ wages, instead. of 
being drawn from capital, are in reality drawn from 
the product of the labor for which they are paid.” 
Again, he demolishes the Malthusian theory, showing 
that, however it may be applied to the lower animal 
and vegetable life, man’s intelligence is an insur- 

mountab!e obstacle to its application. When ad- 
» vaneing intelligence began to doubt the goodness of 
God in creating poverty, it was a godsend to the 
ez»loitéur to shift it all onto nature. Malthus de- 
served a medal for writing: “A man who is born into 
a world already occupied, his family unable to support 
him and society not requiring his labor, such a man, 
I say, bas not the least right to claim any nourish- 
ment whatever; he is really one too many on the 
earth. At the great banquet of nature there is no 
plate laid for him. Nature commands him to take 
himself ‘away, and she will not be slow to put her 
order into execution.” ‘What can’t be cured must 
be endured,” and, as George says, “the rich Christian 
bends on Sunday in a nicely upholstered pew to 
implore the good gifts of the all father without feel- 
ing any responsibility for the squalid misery that is 


festering but a square away. For poverty, want, and . 


starvation are by this theory not chargeable either to 
individual greed or to social maladjustments; they 
are the inevitable results of universal laws.” Mr. 
George has employed his splendid talent in denounc- 
ing the wrongs of society. Brave, honest, and sin- 
cere, he has stood the champion of the poor. If he 
has allowed his zeal to blind his judgment, or lead 
bim into paths of error, it may well be forgiven him. 
Social science is by no means an exact science. It is 
one thing for our social doctors to discover and de- 
Scribe the ills; it is quite another thing to effect a 
cure. But if they successfully diagnose and honestly 
recommend a remedy, let us giv them due credit. 
Mr. George himself has said: “I ask no one . . . 
to accept my views. I ask him to think for himself. 
Whoever, laying aside prejudice and self-interest, 
‘will honestly and carefully make up his own mind as 
to the causes and the cure of the social evils that are 
so apparent, does, in that, the most important thing 
in his power toward their removal This primary 
obligation devolves upon us individually, as citizens 
and as men. Whatever else we may be able to do, 
this must come first. For ‘if the blind lead the 
blind, they shall both fall into the ditch.’” 

Our doctrinaires, owing to abstract ideas and 
technicalities, make political economy exceedingly 
dry reading to the average reader. As a recent 
writer in Social Science says, “the whole subject is 
so involved in the inaccuracies of speech, so mixed 

- up through idiomatic expressions, metaphorical, par- 
abolical, or symbolical terms and phrases, that of all 
scientific subjects it is the most difficult to find lau- 
guage to explain it with clearness and without am 
biguity; . . . literally full of sophisms, perplexing 
suppositions, contradictions, and errors of every kind 
clothed in high flown language, arranged in a sort of 
order, and.imagined to be very scientific and strongly 
fortified, but in trutb, political economy is built of 
the flimsiest of materia], and is destined to be ere 
long scattered to the winds.” 

I believe that a majority of the followers of Henry 
George trust more to the honesty and capacity 
of their hero than to their own ability to understand 
his theories. Mr. George’s panacea is a tax on land 
values. He would abolish our present system of 
revenue and taxation, and: place a single, direct tax 
upon the land, taking therefrom its full rental value. 

' A startling theory, and would appear at first very un- 
just, but when contrasted with our present iniquitous 
robber system, it becomes the very acme of judicious 
statesmanship. In justice to his tax, he shows that 
jand values are largely due to advancing civilization, 
and not to the labor of the owner; that is, as society 
ersates the value, its rent should be returned by way 
of taxes. Of course, the tax would virtually destroy 
private ownership in land. Hence, Mr. George 
shows the injustice of such ównership. He says: 
“This right of ownership that springs from labor 
excludes the possibility of any other right of owner- 
ship. Ifa man be rightfully entitled to the produce 
of his labor, then no one can be rightfully entitled to 
the ownership of anything which is not the produce 
of his labor, or the labor of some one else from whom 
the right has passed to him. If production giv 
to the producer the right to exclusiv possession and 
enjoyment, there can rightfully be no exelusiv pos- 
session and enjoyment of anything not the produc- 
tion of Jabor, and the recognition of private property 
in land is wrong. For the right to the produce 
of labor cannot be enjoyed without the right to the 
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| free use of the opportunities offered by Nature, and 
| to admit the right of property in these is to deny the 


right of property in the produce of labor. When 
non-produeers ean claim as rent a portion of the 
wealth created by producers, the right. of the pro- 
ducers to the fruits of their labor is to that extent 
denied.” A careful reading of the above would seem 
to exclude the usurer from the interest on his bond. 
It is surely not the produce of his labor. But Mr. 
George sanctions interest. He says: “It is true that 
if I put away money, it wiil not increase. But sup- 
pose instead I put away wine. At the end of a year 
I will hav an increased value. for the wine will hav 
improved in quality. Or supposing that, in a coun- 
try adapted to them, I set out bees; at the end of a 
year I hav more swarms of bees, and the honey which 
they hav made. Or supposing, where there is a 
range, I turn out sheep, or hogs, or cattle; at the end 
of the year I will, upon the average, also hav an 
increase. Now, what givs the increase in these cases 
is something which, though it generally requires 
labor to utilize it, is yet distinct and separate from 
{abor—the activ power of nature—the principle of 
growth, of reproduction, which everywhere charac- 
terizes all the forms of that mysterious thing or con- 
dition which we call life. And it seems to me that it 
is this which is the cause of interest, or the increase 
of capital over and above that due to labor.” The 
italics are mine. 


Antonio. Is your gold and silver ewes and lambs? . 
Shylock. I cannot tell. I make them breed as fast. 


Now, it seems to me that Mr. George, in introduc- 
ing this “ element of time,” this ** increa-e in nature,” 
has strangely overlooked the faet of a corresponding 
decrease in nature, and “time at last sets all things 
even.” The “grain may grow while the farmer 
sleeps,” but it is absorbing the richness of the soil, 
and the weevil may develop while the farmer sleeps ; 
the frosts may come, the waters drown, the fires 
burn, the calf becomes a cow, grows old, and dies 
The trouble with this ' element of time" is that “it 
generally requires labor to utilize it,” and in this way 
establishes a “right of ownership.” Not so with in- 
terest: it requires no labor; it not only * grows 
while the farmer sleeps,” but it requires no fertilizer. 
It defies the weevil, the frosts, and fires. Its vigor 
is never abated, it never dies. Its likeness to this 
“increase in nature” reminds me of the closeness in 
color of the Dutchman’s oxen; one was all black, 
with a white face, and the other was all white, with a 
black face. 

It seems to me that Mr. George is a little too 
arbitrary in the use of terms ; like the mathematician, 
he sometimes mistakes his figures for the things 
themselvs. He says: “ Land. labor, and capital are 


.the factors of production. The term land includes 


all natural opportunities.or forces; the term labor 


used to produce more wealth. In returns to these 
three factors is the whole produce distributed. That 
part which goes to land owners as payment for the 
use of natural opportunities is called rent; that part 
which constitutes the reward of human exertion is 
called wages, and that part which constitutes the re 
turn for the use of capital is called interest. These 
terms mutually exclude each other. The income of 
any individual: may be made up from any one, two, 
or all three of these sources; but in the effort to dis 
cover the laws of distribution we must keep them 
separate.” It is in keeping them separate that en- 
ables him to work out his problem so nicely. The 
fact is, land and capital are simply the tools of 
labor; labor creates all wealth. That fictitious 
wealth Mr. George would tax is simply the result of 
monopoly—a creature of man-madelaw. Mr. George 
makes “three parties dividethe produce—the laborer, 
the capitalist, and the land owner ;” a better distine: 
tion would be the laborers, the loafers, and the robbers. 
Mr. George carefully distinguishes between rent, in- 
terest, and wages; but, according to his postulate, 
the “right of ownership,” it is a distinction without 
a difference. Wages may properly stand for the 
eatnings of labor; interest, rent, and profit, un- 
tarned increase allowed by law or custom. They are 
interchangeable terms, as J. K. Ingalls shows in 
* Social Wealth.” “Interest is the profit which the 
money-lender or capitalist derives from the employ- 
ment of his capital.” Again, 

“Profit is the interest which the operator or 
merchant realizes from his money invested in his 
business." 

“Rent is the interest which the landholder receives 
for the sum of money invested in land, or for that 
sum of money for which said land would sell" Still 
again, pe 

* Profit is the rent of the land which had been sold 
to obtain the capital employed, or for which such 
capital would exchange; and, 

“ Interest is the rert of so much land as was sold to 
raise the principal, or for which the principal would 
exchange.” 

In Mr. George’s search for the causes of the un 
just distribution of wealth, he ignores a most potent 
factor—legislation ; he seeks in nature for laws that 
are in man only. He says the increase in nature is 


the cause of interest. : 
in the mind of man, as Shylock’s reference to Jacob’s 
thrift would seem to indicate, but this is no cause. 


natural, let us not turn back." 


all human exertion, and the term capital all wealth? 


Jt may hav suggested interest 


I fear Mr. George, in his onslaught upon land 


monopoly, has overlooked another formidable enemy 

of labor, a second whelp of the same dam—money 
monopoly.’ If there is any difference between the 

two, it is one of degree, not of kind; and to chain 

one and to let the other run, would, be, to say the 
least, unwise. 


- Now Mr. George makes an ethical point: “That 
alone is wise which. is just; that alone is enduring 
which is right. In the narrow scale of individual 


actions and individual life this truth may be often 


obscured, but in the wider field of national life it. 
everywhere stands out.” I, too, would “bow to this 
arbitrament, and accept this test.” Is this “un- 
earned increase,” that.robs labor and rewards loafers, 
is it just? is it right? If it is not, then let us smother 
this idea of “ necessary evil," and drown the pups. 

And if their Alma Mater, the state, stands in the 
way, why, it must be bad for the state; for, as George 
says, “If the conclusions that we reach run counter 
to our prejudices, Jet us not flinch ; if they challenge 
institutions that hav long been deemed wise. and 
A. L. Barrov. 
Buffalo, N. Y. 
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The Voice of Science. 


A SPEECH I MADE (IN MY MIND) AT THE SOCIALISTS’ | 


INDIGNATION MEETING, 


FeLLow Crrizens or THE Worup: A great labor 
crisis is upon us. The whole world is involved. 
From a terrible revolution but one thing can save 
us—-Tiuth, and Science is its prophet. Now, if 
science is, and is worthy to be, the prophet of that. 
which stands above all other things (a+, I am sure 
you wil agree with me, truth does), should it not 
also be your prophet? And with such a prophet 
would you need at all that other “prophet?” With 
such a leader, counsellor, and teacher—in a word, 
with such a god—need you hanker after any false 
god? ldolaters I know you are not. Aye, if science 


-is worthy to be the prophet and servant of so worthy 


a master as truth, let us together rejoice in humilia- 
tion, and at the same time with pride and exaltation, 
in accepting her as our true prophet and real Moses 
to lead us out of this wilderness of woe; of carnage, 
and of strife. For, be assured, my brethren—indeed, 
you know-—that, as science advances, diversity of 
opinion dies away, and unity of knowledge takes 
its place. Mark these two differences, opinion and 
knowledge, and diversity and unity, for in these 
differences lie both the difficulty and the remedy. 
To produce this unity of knowledge for the whole 
race of men is the magnificent destiny of science; 
and the humblest cultivator of such knowledge and 
promoter of such unity is, like the~coral insect, 
nelping to rear an edifice, which, emerging from out 
this vexed ocean of conflicting opinion, shall be first 
stable and secure, and at last shall cover itself with. 
verdure, flowers, and fruit, and bloom beautiful in 
the face of heaven.. 

Yes, truth will giv us unity of thought and pur- 
pose, which we must hav, as there is but one truth. 
Then we wil be able to accomplish the great work 
which is demanded, and which must be achieved 
first, viz» the organization of labor—the scientific 
organization of labor. This must be the basis of a 
larger and true social organization. ‘ Ye shall know 
the truth, and the truth will make you free,” saith 
Christ. Let us first seek to know the truth, and 
then act it. And then we will all be preachers’ 
of righteousness and true priests—priests of truth, 
and-not of -barren dogmas or superstitition. Let us 
help science and labor to join hands—hearts and 
hands—as in a marriage, which shall know no divorce ` 
forever. And science will help labor to bring forth a 
thousandfold ; to “ find favor in our sight and honor 
in the land,” and. to “hasten the time when every 
valley shall be exalted and every mountain and hill 
shall be made low; and the crooked shall be made 
straight, and the rough places plain." And when she 
will “ beat our swords into plowshares and our spears 
into pruning-hooks,” and make the “nations to know 
war no more forever;" and make the “ wilderness 
and solitary place glad, and the desert rejoice and 
blossom as the rose.” 

But now, to closer quarters. You and your 
treacherous friends are both wrong. Your state 
Socialism is one extreme, and their egoistic individ- 
ualism is the other extreme from the golden mean 
where the truth lies. Yet individualism and Socialism 
are both true, not to the exclusion but inclusion of 
each other, that is, when combined in due and proper 
balance. They are both necessary factors in the 
equation of life, and are so because human nature is 
both individual and social, egoistic and altruistic. 

They (your friends) say that it is childish on your 
part to expect to carry your theory of the state 
ownership of àll the means of production into prac- 
tice. And I agree with them, aud add that it is not 
at all necessary to do so in order to gain your object 
(with which I agree) of substituting for the present 
competitiv, cut-throat, and wage system a coóperativ 
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| uries, the fathers of the church; rabbis, and heathen philoso- 

phers lost themsel vs and rivaled each other in demonological 
speculation and beliefs representing mirac'es and sorcerv so 
that everybody looked on what was agreeable as a miracle, 
and the reverse as sorcery. 

Sorcery was an illegal miracle and miracle was legitimate 
sorcery (History of Magic, by Joseph Eunemoser, p. 12). ' 

Besides the superstitions associated with dreams, 
the Bible overflows with others as gross if not 
grosser We find stories about witches, sorcerers, 
demons, devils, angels, spirits, visions, trances, omens, 
signs, magic, miracles, resurrections from the dead, 
and ascensions to heaven, and many other marvelous . 
things. i 


or the “swell head ” party of New York, if you will 
pardon this much slang. The real labor party, it 
seems to me, is the Union Labor party. which held a 
national conference at Cincinnati last February, and 
issued a good platform, and authorized and invited 
state organizations under it, which hav been going, 
on ever since. Why don’t you join in with this party? 

`A word, and I am done. You seem too arrogant, 
too arbitrary, and too little.doeil for your own inter- 
ests... There seems an air of clannishness about you. 
You'make speeches in German when there seems no 
occasion for it, and bore those who do not under- 
stand you. You do not seem to regard, or to com- 
ply, or to desire to do so, with the circumstances of 
the country; or to appreciate the. national character 
of. the American people. For your honesty and 
courage you deserve.great. praise and a rich reward. 
Let us all unite. under this motto, “In truth we 


and more fraternal and helpful one, and thereby to 
. eliminate the profit-making fiend which is the veri- 
table Mephistopheles of the industrial world. “ State 
Socialism ” would violate or bar the liberty of indi- 
vidual- initiation and voluntary cooperation in indus- 
trial enterprise. It would, in too great a degree, 
take away. the incentiv to individual effort and ambi- 
tion,. and ‘conflict. unduly with individual freedom 
generally..-.It. would be tyranny to the minority— 
should there he a minority. And would not a minor- 
ity, at times at least, be inevitable? The excuse for 
this state ownership is to get rid of the profit fiend. 
It can be got rid of without it. How, I cannot stop 
to tell you now. Soares 

` But if your expectations are “childish,” theirs are 
babyish. . If yours are “too fresh," theirs are more 
- than proportionately.“ too stale." More than a cent- 
ury ago, and before the French Revolution, the land- 


MAGIO, LUCK, LOTS, 

The Hebrews did not like the soothsayers or 
magicians, but they were greatly in love with the 
‘prophets. The difference between the soothsavers 
and the prophets is that one was an orthodox Jew, 


lords in Europe, never here, were the oppressors of 
the people. To-day the manufacturing and merchant 
prince, the railroad king, the money-monger, and the 
stock jobber and speculator, hav taken their places. 
And Mammon, all along this line, is infinitly. more the 
oppressor than before—tban ever before. And yet 
these pin feather economists (your friends), these un- 
sophisticated youths, these innocents, say they ex- 
pect a land tax would remedy all the gigantic evils, 
abolish poverty, and bring in a reign of justice, 
“peace, and good will to men.” It is, indeed, too 
* childish,” or ** babyish," for serious comment. And 
I drop it with saying that a somewhat detailed and 
statistical demonstration of the utter weakness of this 
land tax. doctrin may be found in the Forum for 
‘June. And yet I am tempted to add this other 
thought, that any mere tyro in economies knows that 
any tax on any means of production is paid ultimately 
by the consumer. . "END 
Hundreds and thousands of the most capable 
young: men in this country are annually leaving 
farming, declining to accept farms as gifts and be 
come Jandlords, but choosing nothing and other 
chances rather than to liv the life of a farmer and 
landlord. My father: cffered me a hundred acre farm 
and a setting out on it- if I would remain a tarmer. 
But I chose rather nothing and my chances in more 
inviting fields. | And, my friends, don’t: think that I 
may know nothing about labor and the differences in 
occupations.. I bay been. an employer and employee 
in all three branches of industry—the agricultura], 
manufacturing, and mercantil. Before of age I took 
the place -and did the work of two men (ordinary 
hands) in the harvest field. At seventeen I took the 
place of a man in working a team and plow, and was, 


by my father, pronounced a good plowman. But. 


while my horses were taking in their bay and oats 


for two hours at noon, I was taking in, besides my. 


dinner, Greek philosophy, and the life of Socrates. 
Ard ever since then Socrates has been my literary 


love, so to speak, and, to me, the consistent and 


moral hero, pur excellence, of all the ages. “Ethics 
was his forte, and ethics iš- what I love most, but 
economics I hav made my forte because it is the 
more. immediately concerned with this great and 
pressing labor question, and it is what the world is 
. now ready to understand and to apply. Ethies will 
follow it. This is their natural and therefore inevi- 
table order. I mean as sciences. The one teaches 
wisdom, the other justice. And we must know how 
to be or to do good before we can be or do good. 
Though it may not be out of place. even now, to say 
to those whom it. may concern: “ Ye who profess to 
be more than just, even charitable, prepare to be 
just!" 
! Now, as to money and the importance of its 
reform, you are both « qually delinquent and oblivious. 
. I don't refer to your respectiv platforms, for these, as 
platforms usually are,.are set or spread to catch 
votes (as the sails of a ship to catch the wind), 
especially that of your friends. But I refer to what 
is known to be the original and real doctrin of each 
of you. Your friends’ platform shows more taet, if 
not more appreciation, on this point than yours does. 
This money question and its reform, I am bold 
to affirm, is the most important, the most pressing, 
and at the same time the most practicable and easily 
eff. cted,.of all the questions involved in this great 
industrial reform. Besides, being absolutely, in its 
essence, of social origin, and therefore entirely social- 
istic, how or why you Socialists hav overlooked the 
question, and hav failed to take advantage of this 
Gharacteristic of it, is to me unaccountable and 
astounding. 

As for the success, in any large way, of either of 
you, that is impossible without the aid of the farm- 
ers; and they are opposed, and will remain so, to 
both the land tax of your friends and the state own- 
ership of the means of production of yourselvs. I 
know whereof I speak. I am a Granger, and hav 
been with the farmers in their national associations 
and. conventions, and know them well. Indeed, both 
the. Grangers and the Kaights of Labor are in ad- 
vance of both you and. your friends in real, practical 
measures of reform. ua 

` But why so concerned about what these people did 
at Syracuse? They are not the labor party of the 
United States, They are only the New York clique, 


trust.” Indeed, would it not make a good pla'form? 
Thus endeth the first lesson. If you should want 
anything more at any time, and “don’t see it, ask 


for it.” Vox Scientia. 
—— a a — — —— 


Superstition, Ancient and Modern. 
BELIEF IN DREAMS. 

This childish form of superstition is not confined 
to primitiv people alone, nor is it found only in the 
Old Testament, and not in the, New. It is à very 
common superstition. . Its general acceptance does 
not go to prove the belief correct. but to show the 
general fact of human ignorance and credulity. With 
the Hebrews dreams were often the means of divine 
revelation. Joseph had a dream which he told to his 
brethren, and they, becoming offended at his pre- 
sumption, threw him into a pit, and afterward seeing 
that they could convert him into cash capital, sold 
him to certain pedlers happening along at that time 


on their-way down to Egypt. 


Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among you. T. 
the Lord, will make myself known to him in a vision, and I 
shall speak unto him in a dream (Num. xii, 6). 

God came to Abimelech in a dream (Gen. xx. 3). 

-God came to Laban the Syrian in a dream (Gen. xxxi, 24). 
The Lord appeared.to Solomon in a dream (1 Kings iii, 5). 
And (the wise men) being warned of God in a dream tbat 

they should not return to Herod, they departed into their 
own country another way. And when they were departed, 


| behold the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream. 


But when he (Joseph) heard that Archelans did reign in 
Judea in the room of. his father Herod, he was afraid to go 
thifher ;. notwithstanding, being warned of God in a dream, 
be turned.aside into the parts of Galilee (Matt. ii, 12, 13. 22) 

O Belteshazzar. master of the mayicians, that I know that 
the spirit of the holy gods is in. thee. and no secret troubleth 
thee, tell me the vision of my dream that I hav seen, and the 
interpretation thereof (Dan. iv, 9). - : A 
. The Bible abounds in dreams and their inter- 
pretations, and, as a consequence, millions of people 
will shake their heads wisely, and say, * Well, now, I 
tell you what, there is something in dreams.” 

Dreams are intimately associated with the lower forms of 
religion. To the savage they hav a reality and importance 
which we can scarcely appreciate (Lubbock’s Origin of 
Civilization, p. 128). 

The Christian religion hangs upon the slender 
thread of dream. If Jesus was the son of God, there 
is no evidence offered, except that some one dreamed 
that he was. j 

Now, the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When, as 
his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came 
together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost. 

How could such a fact be found out? 
~ Then Joseph, her husband, being a just man, and not will- 
ing to make her a public example, was minded to put her 
away. 

Then he had not found it out. 

But while he thought on these tbings, behold the angel of 
the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou 
son òf David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife; for 
that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost (Matt. i, 
18, 19, 20). 

This: wonderful transaction is revealed to the 
world through a dream. But Joseph does not relate 
to'us his dream, if he had one. Mary does not tell 
any one about the visit of the Holy Ghost. Some- 
body else relates this supposed dream. There is no 
evidence that Joseph had such a dream. There is 
no proof that Joseph knew Matthew, and there is no 
testimony to show that Matthew wrote the book of 
Matthew, and still further there is no evidence that 
this book was written much earlier than a hundred 
years after Matthew was dead. . 

Almost the greater part of mankind derive their 
knowledge concerning God from visions. 

Philo (vol. 1. p. 292) covers one hundred pages in 
Showing how dreams are sent by God. 

John Lightfoot is quoted in “The Supernatural " 
as saying that ; . 

There is not a people upon earth that studied or attributed 
more to dreams tban they (Jews). ; 

There was hardly any people in the whole world 
that more used or were more fond of amulets, charms, 
nutterings, exorcisms, andall kinds of enchantments. 
The interpretation of dreams became a public pro- 
fession. 2 


In the early history of Christianity the Jewish people were 
mad with superstition in matters of religion (v. Supernatural 
Rel., chap. iv). : 

Soldan shows from church history how, in the first çent- 


and the other was a heterodox pagan. The prophet 
could tell your fortune through his dreams or yours. 
He could read your future tarough visions, revela- 


| tions, and the spirit of the Lord. He could do the 


mazic business, and all the legerdemain that others 
did, but when he performed the same tricks, they 
were no longer tricks, but ** wonderfui works at the 
hands of the Lord." They were miracles. | 

All superstitious people. believe in luck. They 
often say, * Now I'll try this once, just for luck.” 

Many times the Bible peóple were inspired by this 
sort of inspiration, and hence they would take chances - ` 
in games of luck. 

So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah (Jonah i, 7). 

That was au unlucky throw for him ; especially the 
second throw, when he was thrown into the sea. 

And Saul said, Cast lots between me and Jonathan my son, 
and Jonathan was tuken (1 Sam. xiv, 41). . 

And tbey gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upo 
Mattheas (Act i, 26). 

Shaking dice to find out whom the Lord wanted 

for a preacher is an easy way.to settle a vexatious 

uestion, And the church still holds on to this good 
old Bible institution of gambling. It clings to the 
raffilmg business, to taking chances in a crazy-quilt, 
or a cake supposed to hav a ring ‘in it; to the grab- 
bag, and a hundred other devices for extorting money . 
from the poor laborer to send the gospel to the 
heathen. 

And when they had crucified him. they parted his garments 
‘casting lots upon them (Mark xv, 24). 

They probably drew. cuts or shook dice to see who 
would get his clothing. The reader will remember 
that in the story of his resurrection he is seen with ` 
clotbes op, by his own friends, and no remark is 
made about any new suit, or d fferent dress. . Where 
did he get his resurrection clothes? Did he resur- 
rect an old suit. 3 
` The uneivilized man thinks that lots or dice are adjusted 
‘in their fall with reference to thé meaning he may choose to 
attach to it, and especially he is apt to suppose spiritual 
beings standing over the diviner or the gambler, shuffling the 


lots or turning up the dice to make them giv their answers 


(Tylor’s Primitiv Culture, p. 79). 

The priest in all countries (that is, the big medicin 
man) possessed the knowledge of unraveling myster- 
ies. He could consult the unknown, and bring from 
the oracle or temple the wishes of the terrible power 
that was working mischief. It is in the nature of re- 
ligion or fear to hav little anxiety over duties to the 
deities until they are harmed or alarmed by some 
sort of evil. 

The soothsayer is the father of the prophet, and 
the prophet is father of the priest. These men of 
God can commune with him on more intimate and 
fuvorable terms than the vulgar and profane multi- 
tudes can. He can negotiate at the courts of heaven 
for insurance upon an eternal life policy. And if 
worst comes to worst, they can pray for rain in dry 
weather; for the removal of the yellow-fever plague ; 
for the recovery of Garfield, and the annihilation of 
Infidels throughout the world. And suppose their 
prayers are not answered, who art thou, O man, that 
repliest against the man of God?  Lrarn, O wretch, 
that God moves in a mysterious way ! 

If this superstitions fear of spirits were taken away, and: 
with it prognostics from dreams, false propbecies, and many 
other things depending thereon, by which crafty and ambi- 
tious persons abuse the simplest people. men would be much 
more fitted than they are for civil obedience. And this 
ought to be the work of the schools; but they rather cherish 
such doctrin (Hobbes's Human Nature, c. 3). 

We hav seen that worship of the gods springs out 
of man’s ignorance, helplessness, aud fear. These 
elements form the groundwork of religious belief 
and worship to-day. People who would repel the 
charge of cowardice will, nevertheless, confess them- 
selvs by saying to the Freethinker: ‘‘ Well, you may 
think your doctrin all right, but when you come to 
die you will change your mind.” Here it is assumed 
by the Christian that fear will make the Infidel quail 
when he comes to die, But the calm and sustained 
hearts of thousands of Infidels who hav died 
tranquilly giv the lie to this last falsehood, born cf 
ignorance and fear, nourished by cruelty and crime, 
and uttered for the glory of God. W. S. Bett. 

———— 9-9-9—————— 

Senp for & eatalog of our pubneations, It is 

mailed free, j 


682. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, OCTOBER 1, 1887. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


` E. M. Macponazp, - - - Editor. 

O. P. Somensy, - - Business Manager. 
PUBLISHED BY  ——— 

THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPA NY. 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY AT $3.00 PER YEAR. 


Address all Communications to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY. Make all Drafts, Checks, Post-office and Bg- 
press Money Orders payable to CHARLES P. SOMERBY. 


SATURDAY, - > 


OCTOBER 1, 1887. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 


Bingle gubscription...........ee eene eene seecceeeceseecseeee $8 00 
One subscription two years, in advance................- B5 00 
Two new subscribers.............. eene —— . 500 
One subseription with one new subscriber, in one re- 
mittance......eeeeee seen n nennen enne tasessessereeeees 5 00 
One subscription with two new subscribers, in one 
remitfance seess .. cues seen seen nne tn nn atenta €— 7 00 
One subscription with three new subscribers, in one 
remittance ........ eese ee eene nee nente tnn nnne nta — 8 50 
One subacription with four new subscribers, in one 
remitt&nce ........ e eeeen nnn eee eenennrnnunnern nhu, LO 00 


Any number over five at the same rate, invariably 
with one remittance. l ] : 


TWO THINGS WANTED. 


First. We want some money from every friend who owes 
on his subscription to Taz Teora Seeker., The balance in 
the bank from which to draw to satisfy the paper manufact- 

'urers and the printer is very small, and we must increase it, 
orrun in debt. There are many hundreds of dollars owing 
us by subscribers, and we desire to kindly but firmly call 
their attention to the matter. We need the money, and it is 
not right for them to keep it from us. We would also 
respectfully suggest to those whose subscriptions expire dur- 
ing the present month that now is the time to renew. We 
would call attention, too, to our club rates. Get a new sub- 
Scriber, and so get your own paper cheaper. 

Second. We once more ask our friends to send us the 
names of all the Infidels of their acquaintance who do not 
take Taz Trura Seeker. The intention is to send them 
sample copies of the paper with the hope that they may 
subscribe. . 3 

Pastoral Calls. 

In one of the strongest passages of one of his 
strongest lectures, we heard George Chainey say: 
“Protestants rage at the Catholic confessional. I 
wish Romanists would rage at pastoral visiting, 
until, like Kilkenny cats, they would annihilate each 
other.” Mr. Chainey knew whereof he spoke, and 
he said this when in a repentant mood for having 
been a minister. 

These words came to us again, in reading in a 
daily paper a dispatch from Boston that the Rev. Mr. 
Titus, pastor of the Franklin street Methodist church, 
of Somerville, has decided not to face the charges of 
immorality brought against him and has resigned, 
after the investigation ordered by the church had 
begun. This is a celebrated and much-talked about 
case. Mr. Titus had been accused by & respectable 

- lady of his parish of having, during one of his pas- 
toral visits, placed his hand upon her knee, and, by 
word and action, making iusulting proposals. When 
the accusation was made to Mr. Titus’s face, he 
blustered and swore that it was false, that the object 
was to blackmail him, and avowed that in the pres- 
ence of ladies he had always conducted himself as 
became a gentleman of pure mind and purpose. ` 

Unfortunately, however, for Mr. Titus, he had 
been located’ in other parishes, and several other 

‘Christian sisters had received pastoral visits from 
him. Among these were residents of Springfield, 
Westfield, and Gloucester, and they came forward 
with similar charges against their former beloved 
shepherd. In the face of all this, Mr. Titus had not 
the hardihood to brazen the matter through, and fled 
the pulpit. 

To borrow the language of the exhorter, this should 
be a warning to the woraen of the church, as well as 
to their husbands. Pastoral visits are one of the 
most dangerous foes to female virtue that exist. 
Especially is this the case with women and ministers 
of the Methodist sect. Their religion is warmer than 
others; the emotions are oftener in play; passion 
is more frequently wrought upon, and the danger of 
intimacy is therefore greater. Allowing—-which is 


not always the case, by any means—that most min- 
isters begin making pastoral calls from a sense of 
duty, and that they are received by the women from 
the same sense of religious obligation, there are 
many reasons why the custom should be discontinued. 
Chainey, who, we cannot help thinking, knew a good 
deal about the subject, said that no good can come 
of any man intermeddling with husband and wife 
whose unhappy marriage may be the résult of the 
bondage to superstition of the wife. The unhappy 
wife, he says, “pours her sorrow into the ear of her 
pastor. He is to her a man of God; but that does 
not take from him the feelings and passions of a 
man. He is sorry for her. Their sympathies mingle. 
They kneel to pray together. None but good inten- 
tions actuate them. So the lightning tends to purify 
the atmosphere, but it often destroys human life. 
So pure as their desires may be, the lightning of 
passion may strike them with social and moral ruin.” 
That is one road to ruin, a common one, no doubt. 
But there are others, and the ministers easily find 
them. The life of a clergyman is well calculated to 
lead a morally weak man astray, but there is too 
much evidence to doubt that most of them go astray 
voluntarily, deliberately, and, with passionate malice, 
lead the women of their flocks with them. No pro- 
fession contains so many debauchers of women as the 
clerical. The cause is the clergy themselvs, the 
women of their parishes, and the religion both hold in 
common. Ministers are men, and only men. They 
hav the failings of men. Their lives are well calcu 
lated to fill them with passion. Their energy is 
not expended in healthful, outdoor work, nor in ex- 
hausting business cares. There are few things in 
this world requiring so little expenditure of force as 
the preparation of the average Christian sermon. 
They are, therefore, usually possessed of super- 
abundant vitality Again, the custom here is for 
women to do all the church work. The men will not, 
for they look upon religion and the church as the 
women’s and children’s playthings. The minister is 
consequently thrown into the society of the women. 
Whether he seeks it or not, the result is apparent— 
scandal, ruined reputations, resignations from pul- 
pits. The pastoral call for the consideration of 
church work becomes a visit of clerical infamy. 

` But the fault is not always with the man. Women 
are emotional and passionate, and there are many 
Potiphar’s wives in the churches, and no Josephs. 
Among the Liberals there are many ex-ministers, and 
one of them once told us that one of the most diffi- 
cult tasks he had as a clergyman wgs to keep moral. 
He completely succeeded, he said, only when he left. 
the church. Pastoral visits he denounced with ex- 
travagance of language, and the visits of female parish- 
ioners to the pastor’s study, though always on some 
errand of churchly duty, were equally pernicious. 
The cure for Christian immorality he considered to 
lie only in a complete abandonment of the present 
relations of pastor and people. In other words, in 
the demolition of the Christian priesthood. For as 
long as men were men and women were women they 
would, when moved by religious emotion, forget all 
restraint and smash the laws of morality. 

The chief sinner in this matter, however, is not the 
victims of religion, but religion itself—not only the 
Christian religion, but any and all religion. For 
religion is essentially of the emotions, and not at all 
of the intellect. Religion in itself cares not a straw 
for facts. It is composed of heat, and passion, and 
imagination. The religious fanatic is not always a 
fool, but he is always a gentleman who gets mad in a 
debate. He hates the enemies of his faith, and 
would fight them with pleasure. He uses his intel- 
lect only to defend his imagination. The source of 
religious emotions is the fountain of passion. "It is 
fatuous sophistry,” says Stewart Ross, “to urge that 
the love for Jesus and the love for Jones aré gener- 
ically dissimilar. There is but a step, and a short 
one, between ‘divine love’ and human sensuality, 
and, in all ages of the church, this step has been 
taken. Human nature is only human nature, and it 
is more generous to expect too little from human 
nature than to expect too much. Psychic though 
love may be, by incontrovertible law its manifesta- 
tions are organic, and cannot possibly be divorced 
from sex.” This is plainly seen in the Salvation 
Army and in all religious camp-meetings, revivals, 
and prayer-meetings where warm exhortations to 
Jesus take the place of stereotyped formulas. This 
has always been so, We would not care to question 


the religious earnestness of the ascetics of the Middle 
Ages, but it is an indisputable fact that they were 
immoral to a ferocious extent. “Luther,” says the 
author of “Isis Unveiled,” “speaks of a fish-pond at 
Rome, situated near a convent of nuns, which, baving 
been cleared out by order of Pope Gregory, disclosed 
at the bottom over six thousand infant skulls; and 
of a nunnery at Neimburg, in Austria, whose founda- 
tions, when searched, disclosed the same relica of 
celibacy and chastity.” Religion, along with poetry 
and art, is distinguished by amorousness. This is 
due. to the fact that they emanate from the senti- 
ments which produce also the passion of sensuality. 
Geniuses in poetry and art are usually erotic, and 
usually religious. But geniuses are not sufficiently 
plentiful to cause alarm, while the country is full of 
religion. If there were as many poets and artists as 
there are ministers, it would behoove some one to 
publish a “ Crimes of Poets,” as well as of “ Preach- 
ers.” But the clergy, even now, are never weary of 
inveighing against them, and Byron and Swinburne 
are referred to as awful examples, while the world is 
full of religious enthusiasts whose eroticism has been 
given free rein. In Turin, but a few years ago, one 
clergyman was accused by thirty-three girls of having 
ruined them through the confessional. During the 
past year we bav noted in this country, from an ex- 
change list comparativly small, about one hundred 
cases of religious immorality. The task of collocating . 
and printing them, which we contemplated, is too 
onerous and disgusting. In most cases they were of 
Protestants, and the direct result of pastoral visits. 

In many places, even now, these pastoral afternoon 
calls are the occasion of sneers from the worldly, and 
innuendoes that would earn them a cowhiding did 
the confident husband overhear thém. For this the 
clergy and the female church-members hav themselvs 
to blame, for they hav, by pastoral visits, furnished a 
very good foundation for scandal—and one which 
will not be removed until the Protestant church ior- 
bids the clergy to continue the custom, or every 
self-respecting woman commands the minister to call 
only when her husband or father isat home. If Mrs. 
Warner and the other ladies of Mr. Titus’s acquaint- 
ance had done this, their names would not now be 
ornamenting the scandal columns of the daily news- 
papers. They should remember that there are some 
people who will shut one eye incredulously when 
asserting that they believe Mr. Titus’s accusers inno- 
cent of all wrong-doing. 


————— ———— 9$ ————— 
Enforcing Sunday Laws in Texas, 

Week before last Judge Gustave Cook addressed a 
letter to the sheriffs of Galveston aud Harris counties, 
Texas, calling their attention to the many violations 
of the Sunday law, and demanding of these officers 
that they should punish them. Thereupon the 
sheriff of Galveston county issued a card notifying 
the Sunday-law breakers that they must not do so 
any more, as he should arrest all Sabbath-breakers. 

The sheriff was as good as his word, and began 
within one point of where all officers enforcing the 
Sunday laws ought to begin. The most flagrant vio- 
lators of the Sunday laws are, of course, the clergy, 
for upon Sunday they perform the heaviest tasks of 
the week, and upon about forty Sundays of the year . 
earn their living for the whole year. No other pro- 
fession than the ministerial so openly and persistently 
labor upon God's holy day, and, of course, they 
should be the first to suffer for contumeliously 
breaking the divine command to remember the Sab- 
bath day, to keep it holy. Next to the pulpiteers 
come the newspapers, the great dailies which issue 
upon Sunday the most interesting edition of the 
week. Sunday papers are made large, and filled 
with lively and entertaining matter, because, the 
day being a holiday, the people hav more time to 
read. This conduces to induce folks to regard the 
day irreverently, and in many instances prevents 
men and women from attending church, when they 
rise late and become immersed in the columns of a 
mammoth edition of a Sunday paper. The daily’ 
papers are, therefore, responsible for the loss of many 
souls. It will not do to say the work upon a Sunday 
paper is all done before twelve o'clock on Saturday 
night. Theinjury to religion is in having the papers 
spread over the county on Sunday morning, provid- 
ing so much good reading that the sermons of the 
prcachers suffer alarmingly by comparison. Besides, 
the editors, reporters, compositors, and pressmen all 
work on Sunday to get out the Monday paper, and 
the punishment for Sabbath-breaking can easily be 
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transferred to that account. 


hanging a man for something he has not done on the 
principle that he.may do, or wanted to do, something 
deserving hanging, is strictly in accord with Chris- 
tian legal ethics. It will be seen, therefore, that the 
case of the church against the newspapers is a good 
one, legally and morally. 

So, at least, thought the sheriff of Galveston 
county, and in. his quest for Sabbath-breakers he 
went to headquarters. We are informed by the 
Dallas News of Sunday, September 18th, that on 
that morning, about one o'clock, it received a dis- 
patch from the telegraphers of Galveston, reading, 
* We are all pulled." These telegraphers were em- 
ployed transmitting items of intelligence to the Gal- 
veston News. A second dispatch stated that a con- 
stable had raided the editorial rooms of the Galves- 
ton News with the splendid intention of arresting all 
the employees found working in violation of the Sun- 
day. law. When the constable arrived, the quill- 
drivers were enjoying a brief respit (so runs the 
dispatch), and the minion of the law was foiled. The 


composing and press rooms were locked against in- 


truders, and the over-anxious constable, as the News 
styles him, could make no arrests. He declared, how- 
ever, that he would obtain a warrant the next day. 
The Dallas News concludes from this occurrence 
“that in the enforcement of the Sunday law the Gal- 
veston officials seem to hav taken a view which has 
escaped officials of other cities. And,” it adds, “it 
is a view which will probably lead to a. quick and 
effectiv judicial construction of the legality of their 
action.” 

.We congratulate the sheriff and that brave con- 
stable of Galveston. They hav taken the right 
course, and it is to be hoped they will not falter. 
When the Galveston News printed Judge Cook's 
* letter, it tacitly approved it by saying nothing. It 
felt secure on its proud eminence. 


the enforcement of the Sunday law? If everything 
else was shut up, more people would buy the JVews, 
for people must hav some recreation. 'Thelaw would 
work to the glory of those that love the Lord, and 
has not the Mews protested many times in its con- 
troversy with Parson Briggs, of the Texas Christian 
Advocate, that the Mews not only loves the Lord, 
but is a Christian journal clear down to the advertis- 
ments, and fights Briggs alone and not his Christian- 
ity? So not a word had the News to say against the 
infamous tyranny of Sunday laws; not a sentence in 
defense of personal liberty; not a line against the 
principle of a law placing the rights and liberties of 
the community in the hands of .a few fanatics. 
News has a Christian constituency, and it might by 
opposing the law hav lost a six-line advertisment, or 
a possible purchaser of a copy. It felt secure against 
prosecution, for its columns make and unmake poli- 
ticians. It felt no call to speak for liberty, for right, 
for justice, and now it is reaping its reward, and we 
are glad that its first reward is a picture of a jail. 

If the press unites on this question, and fights the 
fanatics, Sunday laws are doomed. But for every 
squirmer who asks the Christians to just please let 
up on him—he is not doing much harm—and gets 
down on his knees and admits that a Sunday law is 
right in itself; for every trimmer who throws a 
sop to the church, and begs for just the liberty he 
desires; and for every theoretical supporter but 
practical violator of Sunday laws we hope there is a 
constable just like the Galveston fellow, and a judge 
like Cook whose letter the ews took such pains to 


spread before its readers without a word of protest 


against its infamously tyrannical tendency. 
———— —9,—9—99—————————— 
Stearns County, Minnesota. 

The trouble between the supporters of the public 
schools and the Catholics in Melrose, Minn., an 
account of which we published last week, has led to 
the exposure of more Catholic rascality in the same 
state. A correspondent of the Minneapolis Pioneer 
Press has looked into the relations of public schools 
and Catholicism in Stearns county, and finds affairs 
worse by far than in Melrose. Stearns is the strong- 
est Catholic county in Minnesota, the population 
being German, and it is also the governmental seat 


of the Benedictine order for the Western United 


States. At St. Joseph is the large convent, sem- 


inary, and: Indian school, under the control of the, 


St. Benedictine sisters. In Collegeville is St. John’s 


-hours. 


. No officer would | missed at 3 o'clock, rain or shine, while the resident | 


dare touch it, and why should the News object to | 


| the question. 
‘ular school meeting this fall by a large majority to 


The 


‘Catholics. 


Punishing one man for | university, with the Benedictine monastery and 
another’s sin is not a new doctrin for Christians, ard | abbey, a great square of massiv buildings and. 


princely possessions in lands. At St. Cloud are the 
cathedral and church, with a seating capacity of 
about three thousarid, the priest’s residence, bishop's 
residence, a smaller convent, two large parochial 
schools, public hospital, and priest’s farm, represent- 
ing a value, free from. taxation, of fully $200,000. 
A million of dollars, says the Pioneer Press corre- 
spondent, would not cover the present cash value of 
the property held by the Catholic church in Stearns 
county, and more is being steadily acquired. 

Ever since the church has been established in 
Stearns county, the one question has been with her 
officials how to destroy the public schools, and so 


}evade the double taxation of Catholics for school 


purposes. The constitution of the state forbids 
public appropriations for sectarian purposes, and 
the church has,therefore, no hope of dividing the 
school funds amóng religious denominations. Cath- 
olics are bound to provide parochial schools, and 
they must also pay the regular state, county, and 
town taxes, which include the.item of public schools. 

They ‘are, therefore, through their obedience to the 
church’s orders to establish parochial schools, paying 
double for school purposes, as the church always 
makes its slaves pay for keeping them in slavery. 
The fight in Stearns county has thus been on their 
part to destroy the public schools, and in this they 
hav succeeded well. In many of the public schools 
the lessons are taught entirely in German, and in 
many more the German language is used in what the 
Press correspondent terms hap-hazard confusion 
with the English. Some of the teachers do not un- 
derstand the English language at all, and many more 
not sufficiently well to teach it. In nearly three- 
fourths of the public schools the Catholic catechism 
is taught daily, and that during the lawful school 
_Sometimes the non-Catholic pupils are dis- 


priest takes up the matter of instruction in church doc- 
trin. In other schools the first hour, from 9 to 10 
o’clock, is taken for this religious training. This is 
done in a large majority of the country public schools 
of the county. Moreover, some of the schools are 
taught entirely by Benedictine sisters. In Lake 
Henry town there is ‘now trouble over this phase of 
In St. Martin it was voted at the reg- 


hav nine months’ school, and the necessary funds were 
appropriated. It was then voted that during three 
months of this term the school should be conducted 
as a public school, and for the remaining six months 
by the sisters. At Richmond last August was held 
a German teachers’ institute. This was conducted 
by the county superintendent, was attended only 
by German teachers, and the exercises were con- 
ducted largely in German. In St. Cloud the 


‘question was solved in 1875 by the Catholics 


quietly securing through the efforts of Ex-Lieu- 
tenant-Governor Gilman, then the representativ from 
that district, the passage of a bill establishing an 
independent school. district in the northern and 
western part of the city, populated almost wholly by 
In St. Cloud the church arranges the 
school holidays to suit the convenience of the priests, 
and during the summer they hav built two new paro- 
chial schools: The bishop of the diocese now pro- 


.poses to reunite his independent district to the main 


district, and thus put upon the inhabitants of the 
main district the funded debt he has incurred in run- 
ning the public schools a8 parochial schools. Such, 
says the Press report, is the state of the parochial- 
public school question in what is regarded as the 
strongest Catholic county in Minnesota. The church 
has for years had almost entirely its own way, and 
conducted matters to suit itself. By simply absorb- 


ing the public schools and running them at the pub- 


lic expense as church schools, it has avoided the un- 
pleasant feature of double taxation, and achieved its 
own objects quite as effectivly. 

Roman Catholicism has the wisdom born of the 
serpent’s purpose, reinforced by centuries of experi- 
ence. It will lie, steal, cheat, murder, or inaugurate 
a war, if necessary to its own weil being. The peo- 
ple of Minnesota hav a difficult task on hand, and it 
does not now appear as though they realized it. 
Though the press report these outrages, no paper 
that we hav seen has a word of condemnation for 
the church or warning to the people. - Perhaps they, 
too, are afraid of losing an advertisment. 


New Zealand Secular State Schools. 

It seems that the state schools of New Zealand, 
under the premiership of Hon. Robert Stout, Infidel, 
are secular and.“ godless,” with no religious exercises 
and no Bible reading. This state of affairs is irritat- 
ing, of course, to the Anglican bishops and rectors, 
and they hav begun a crusade, the object of which 
is to hav religion taught in the schools at the expense 
of the state. The only result so far achieved, how- 
ever, is to show that the state schools are productiv 
of better morals among school children than denom- 
inational schools. . In a public speech, attacking the 
schools, Bishop Nevill, of Otago, made these charges 
against the schoolboys : 


** There was, alas! an amount of cruelty, an amount of 


.hardness and selfishness, a Want of tone, a want of delicacy, 
.& want of gentleness, and want of refinement, which he 


could well wish were not to be found, as it undoubtedly was 
to be found, in a considerable preportion of the youth of our 
country.” 


And of the girls he said: 


** He wished that was the worst that he could say, but, 
alas! he was told cn authority he could not deny to be 
authoritativ and complete, that in the minds of the young 
girls of this country there was a want not only of such 
modesty as we desired, but a knowledge of evil aud an 
allowance of evil thoughts that exhibited itself in ways the 
most disgusting.” He was not speaking of his own knowl- 
edge, but on testimony which he could not but admit; there 
was evidence of these things in words written, if not spoken, 
by the girls of this rising generation. When he heard such 
things and was bound to believe them, he could not but be 
appalled at the condition into which we were drifting." 

The bishop's attack was considered of sufficient 
importance to notice, and a meeting of the school 
authorities was called to consider it. The teachers 
of the different schools were requested to come 
forward and tell what they knew of the conduct of 
their scholars. With no exception, they testified 
that among the twenty thousand scholars of the 
district implicated by the bishop there were excep- 
tionally few bad boys, and no bad girls to speak of. 
Many of the teachers had been connected with relig- 
ious schools, and they had had among their scholars 
a greater number of rogues, proportionately, of both 
sexes, than the secular schools of New Zealand. 
The evidence was conclusiv that the bishop spoke 
hastily and falsely. Parents, teachers, school com- 
mittees hav with one consent, says the Otago Witness, 
taken up arms in defense of their daughters, and 
never before has such a tide of chivalrous indignation 
flowed through the columns of the daily press. The 
Witness adds: “ It is highly satisfactory to learn on 
the testimony of half a score of head teachers and 
inspectors that the morality of children in the state 
schools is ali but uniformly good. One criticism 
only occurs: If the teachers are right, larrikinism 
ought to be extinct. Is it extinct? One would like 
to hear what the police hav to say on that subject. 
One would also like to hear some explanation of the 
interesting fact mentioned by Mr. Mahoney, and con- 
firmed by other teachers, that ‘there was not half the 
difficulty in maintaining disciplin here that there was 
in the Victorian schools.’ Does it lie in the differ- 
ence of climate? Or is it because in Otago we hiv 
longer escaped from the loose and muddling methods 
of denominationalism? Perhaps the latter would be 
Inspector Goyen’s opinion, for he related that in 
Victoria he ‘was connected with a school in which 
the Bible was read every day, and to which the 
clergyman came every week to giv religious instruc- 
tion, and the boys there were the most troublesome 
young rascals he ever had to control.’ The true 
quarrel of religionists with the state system, if they 
only knew it, is not that it neglects morality, but 
that it excludes religion. Non-religious morality 
is by no means a bad morality so far as it goes—it 
will keep you out of prison and help you to grow 
rich. It is thoroughly well taught in the state 
schools of New Zealand. When the Bible-in-schools 
party deny that fact they simply giv themselvs bound 
into the hands of their enemies. Why don’t they 
take courage to say as the Catholics say, that moral- 
ity of the very best state Socialist brand, however 
well taught, won't do for them—that they must hav 
religion? They are trying to sit upon two stools, 
which in this matter is not very different from trying 
to serve God and Mammon.” 

Friends of secular schools should giv Bishop 


Nevill a vote of thanks for bringing out these facts, 


and then pass a resolution of contempt for a church- 
man who can wickedly malign thousands of innocent 


school girls to satisfy a petty religious spite. 
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Fetters from friends. 


Sparta, Mo., Sept. 1, 1887. 
Mr. Eprrog: Inclosed find $4.99, which please apply on 
‘my subscription; and will you be so kind as to tell me 
where in the scriptures I can find heaven described by metes 
and bounds, viz., the size of heaven according to the Bible? 
H. B. MAXWELL. 
[In the twenty-first chapter of Revelation, beginning at the 
tenth verse, our correspondent will flnd some accurate statis- 
tics pertaining to his future home. The city therein described 
is not at present in the enjoyment of a boom.—Ep. T. 8.] 


Bronston, KY., Sept. 11, 1887. 
Mr. EprToR: In the interest of peace and fraternal feeling 
I want to interfere in the controversy between G. N. Hill 
and Fred. Koezly. Evidently, if Hill owed Koezly $1,888, 
Koezly would not accept one package of money containing 
$1,600 and one containing $237 (or $1.887) for his debt. 


The iroubie with Koezly is that he wants to count the, 


year completing the 1600 with the 237, which, added to 287, 
does giv 288, forgetting that he has left only 1,599 years 
of his first portion of time.  '* If all minds are clear, we will 
crave the divine blessing and be dismissed.” 

J. N. Brown. 


Manisonvitrz, Ky., Sept. 4, 1887. 
Mr. Evrroz: Inclosed I send $5, for which please continue 
my paper till Aug. 16, 1888, and send the accompanying list 
of hooks. I hav been waiting to see a cartoon of God threat- 
ening to kill all the Israelites except Moses and Aaron and 
raising up a new people from them, and Moses scaring him 
out of it by telling what the Egyptians would say about it. 
I think this piece of holy writ is one of the finest specimens 
of God's (I mean Moses's God's) imbecility in all the Bible. 
Moses was decidedly the more àstute of the two, and the nar- 
rativ makes God recognize the fact. I hope Heston will giv 

us the picture. CoLEBY A. SMITE. 


BarrsvoN Spa, N. Y., Sept. 12, g.w. 287. 
Mr. Eptror: Inclosed please find $1 for Sister Elmina’s 
Defense Fund. I think that every lover of free thought, 
speech, press, and mails should help poor Elmina out of the 
. Clutches of that veritable blood.sucker, Comstock. If El- 
mina has been too radical in the opinion of some, let us be 
charitable, and remember that perfection was never yet at- 
tained by man, and very few women; let it not be a repeti. 
tion of Mesars. Comstock, Britton, Benedict, Colgate & Co. 
Ithink her case is like poor D M. Bennett's; her persecu- 
tion is not or obscenity, but because she is an Infidel, and I 
hope that we, as Infidels, will be able to rescue her from the 
teeth of those land.sharks.  Hoping the day is near that 
ignorance, superstition, and the worship of a three-headed 
Jew God will be buried in oblivion, I remain as ever, 
Yours for humanity, science, and progress, Wm. THoxPz. 


CanrBov, ME., Sept, 11, 287. 

Mr. Epiror: Thanking you very sincerely, indeed, for 
past favors und indulgences upon me bestowed, in that you 
hav already published three letters from me, the first one 
being even before I was a subscriber to what I consider the 
leading Freethought paper of the world, I now come before 
you with the fourth one, sincerely hoping it may be given a 
snug little corner somewhere among the letters from friends 
of Taz TaurH Seeker family, of whom I profess to be one. 

I hav noticed and read a great many complimentary 
remarks from the various members of ** our family,” so I am 
not going to be very bashful nor stingy in bestowing where 
they are deserved some of my compliments. Tux TRUTH 
SEEKER comes every week heavily loaded with what I accept 
as first-rate reading matter. I am as fond of it as I am of my 
cup of coffee and other things to go with it. Such a corps 
of able correspondents, too, makes it decidedly interesting. 

Its editorials, too—well, I frequently laugh till the tears 
come while reading them. Which compliment, Mr. Editor, 
you will please accept in friendship, as coming from a 
radical friend who means what he says. 

With regard to Aunt Elmina, I would like to ask in the 
name of an imaginary God how much louger the Infidels of 
this country hav got to stand such accursed nonsense as 
that, and be subjected to such diabolical treatment ? 
` It makes my blood boil with indignation to think of 
Anthony Comstock and his band of miserable cohorts and 
their devilish actions. His name will go down to posterity 
blackened, if possible, more than that of the arch-traitor 
Benedict Arnold. I am surprised to see so many letters 
using such abusiv language. But, then, I suppose the editor 
cares: about as much for them as I should for the bite 
of a black fly as compared with the sting of a hornet. I am 
a fond admirer ‘of both Eugene and George—par nobile 
fratrum. 

As I hav received various documents from various, after 
a letter of mine had appeared in your paper, I wish you 
would please do me the favor to print my post-office address 
as wellas my name. Please excuse the profuse use I hav 
made of the personal pronoun I. H. H. Gian, 

Post-office address, Fort Fairfield, Me. 


BnookrYN, N. Y., Sept. 15, 1887. 

Mr. EprroR: Last Sunday evening, at the request of one 
of my friends, who is a firm believer in the faith, I attended 
a Spiritualistic meeting at the corner of Seventh avenue and 
52d street, your city. It being a rainy night, the hall was 
not overcrowded. There seems to be a little orthodoxy 
lingering in the Spiritualistic camp ; at least, this is the can- 
did opinion of one who belongs to neither of these ** diverse 
and unlike schools of thought.” 

The speaker of the evening was Nellie J. Brigham, one of 
the ablest advocates of Spiritualism. The meeting opened 


with music and singing, followed by a ee and d decidedly 
orthodox prayer. After this an elderly gentleman made a 


few remarks, saying that one of the subjects for next Sun- 
day's lectures would be, '* What and Where Is God?" I 
fancy this would be an interesting lecture for those who are 
out in the “ chilling mists of unbelief.” The gentleman then 
said that no one knew what the subject of the.evening was, 
not even the speaker herself, but she would speak on what- 
ever subject the controling spirits might suggest. The lady 
speaker then commenced her lecture in a fluent, graceful 
manner. In the course of her remarks she dwelt for a mo- 
ment on the religion of Calvin, with its frightful doctrins of 
predestination and eternal pain and its lurid, sulphurous ser- 
mons that filled the quivering hearts of men with darkness 
and despair. During this vivid description of Calvinism I 
thought of the words of Ingersoll: ** Of all the religions that 
hav ever been founded by the egotism, the malice, the igno- 
rance and ambition of man, Presbyterianism is the most 
hideous.” 

Superstition, selfishness, ignorance, and pride are prisons 
where man’s spiritual nature: is dwarfed, perverted, or de- 
stroyed. These prisons cannot be entirely obliterated, but 
under the brilliant light of Spiritualism, it was claimed, the 
walls can be extended or enlarged. 

Ju conclusion, several. poems were recited upon subjects 
given then and there by some one in the audience. Some of 
the poetry was very beautiful and expressiv. The audience 
then arose and solemnly sang, '* Theres a Christians’ home 
in glory,” after which a benediction was pronounced and the 
meeting ended. E. B. Forsow.: 


Horen, Mo., Sept. 10, 1887. 

. Mr. Eprror: Recently the Christian church held its an- 
nual lectureship at Warrensburg, in this county. One of 
their ablest preacher, Elder Coke, of Nevada, Mo., lectured 
to that large concourse of preachers and laymen cn the 
* Divinity of Christ." In the course of his lecture he said : 
* The old delusion that Christ was born of a virgin is too 
absurd for any preacher to preach, or anybody to believe." 
Score one forthe Christians, or Campbellites, for they are 
coming into the penumbra of reason ahead of all the 
churches, while the Presbyterian is bringirg up the rear 
with itsload of stereotyped Puritan dogmas, with the Bap. 
tists only a neck in their lead. Lately the latter church, or 
the women or sisters of it, held a meeting in this town to 
raise money for foreign missions; it appears that one devout 
sister slipped: into the cloak room and stole the money that 
had been left in those garments by nearly all the sisters 
present. They spotted the sister, and had a row in tbe 
church. Moral: Pagans, who are not so prone to steal, would 
better teach the Christians. 

I think the Slenker affair is noticed and approbated too 
much by a few Liberals. I am in favor of letting the old 
woman down easy, but she is not in the list of martyrs. 

Keep Taur Teura SEEKER before the public. I hav no 
Anarchist nor Socialistic leanings, but most of your articles, 
as well as those of a majority of your contributors, are so 
good that I can't do without the paper. I subscribe for 
several Liberal periodicals. I read and distribute to friends. 
We hav no means of getting rid of superstition equal to 
education, and the best means of educating the people on 
the subject of religion is to put choice reading matter into 
their hands. We must not be afraid nor ashamed to show 
the advantages of reason over ignorance—of Secular thought 
over revealed falsehoods—of right over wrong. The Lib- 
erals of Holden are on top. C. L. Carter, M.D. 


CHILLICOTHE, Mo., Sept. 18, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: While I delight to style myself a Freethinker, 
I must dissent from some of the views expressed by Mr. J. 
H. Wood, in his communication printed it Tue Trura 
SEEKER of September 3d. In substance, he denies that the 
Constitution, framed by the fathers, preserved the precious 
fruits of freedom and self-government, and affirms that the 
-American people hav, in fact, notwitstanding the fine the- 
ories of the Declaration of Independence, always been slaves; 
first the people of the colonies were the slaves of Great 
Britain ; that during the war of the Revolution they were 
slaves of the colonial government; and that since their inde. 
pendence from England was achieved, they hav beeni: slaves 
of the government of the United States. 

In support of these startling assertions the writer only 
adduces these facts: that negro slavery existed in the colo- 
nies, às it did in some of the states, till abolished by the 
civil war; and that the American people are taxed to sup- 
port their local, state, and national government. 

Now, sir, I hav always believed with Charles Botta, the 
Italian historian, that the colonies enjoyed more freedom 
than any other people on earth, despite the restrictions Eng- 
land imposed to prevent them from building up manu- 
factures. I hav grown up to believe that the Declaration, in 
which Jefferson formulated the principles laid down in the 
pamphlets of Thomas Paine, and the Constitution, framed by 
the fathers, taken together, are about the best framework on 
which to construct a really free government, ‘of the people, 
by the people, and for the people," MN this earth has ever 
seen. 

It is true slavery was permitted to exist for a time, though 
Jefferson abhorred it ad predicted its extinction.. He sowed 
the seed of liberty when he declared all men to be created 


free and equal in the.r inalienable rights to life, liberty, and 


the pursuit of happiness. These great ideas germinated and 
grew until they brought about the death of negro slavery. 
With all its imperfections, the government, framed by the 


“fathers, has, in my humble opinion, conferred more true 


happiness upon the masses than any other which has ever 
existed. Nowhere else has the poor man enjoyed so fair a 
chance to better his condition 9s in the Jand of Washington 


and Lack: where the humblest-born workers.and toilers 
hav risen to be senators and presidents of the people. 
` That the people hav been misgoverned at times is doubt. 
less true. In the great cities, where great ignorance and vice 
are found, there has been great corruption. But, after all, the ` 
people, armed with the ballot, are the source of power, and. 
the remedy for all evils lies in their hands, when, through 
proper education, they know how to rightly use it. 

I cannot conceive how organized society can exist without 
a government of liberty regulated by law, nor how any 
government can be supported except by taxation of the 
people. JAMES GRAHAM. 


` Cosoonp, N. C., Sept. 18, 1887. 
Mr. Eprrog: I think it a duty we owe to our fellow-man 
and to society to report and expose every act of the preachers 
of the several sects or creeds when they go astray or fall from 
grace. This would be fighting the devil with his own fire, 
and would makean interesting book, amusing and instruetiv. 
Let some poor mortal, man or woman, be so unfortunate as 
to make a wrong step, who bounces them more quickly than 
the man of God—unless he or she has plenty of money— 
who thinks he holds the check-reins of heaven, and can for- 
giv sins, and bring down curses on those whom he does 
not like? A few years since (1880), Saint James's Evapgel. 
ical Lutheran church, of this town, called to the pastorage 
of said church Rev. S. T. Hallman. Mr. Hallman had a 
wife, and one son of the dude make-up. Rev. Mr. Hallman 
preached, and visited among his hearers, among whom 
were a widow and two daughters; in his devotion to the 
widow and the orphan he visited them every day. The 
tongues of his members and members of other churches 
became loose and caused a lively breeze in town, such a 
breeze as common sense, reason, and decency demanded. to 
cause à reaction for the public good and the good of society. 
Rev. Mr. Hallman became angry, but continued to preach 
and continued his daily visits to the widow’s house and her 
daughters. On the 9th day of June, 1882, it pleased God to 
remove by death from time to eternity Mrs. Hallman. - In 
less than three days Rev. S T. Hallman took to his home 
the widow and her two daughters. This was caring for the 
widow and tbe orphans and at the same time helping to 
soothe sorrow and heal a broken heart. This act of kind. 
ness, of love, caused many of the Christian ladies of the town 
to shake their heads ominously when the subject was men- 
tioned, as if there were something in this act of love not war- . 
ranted by ehurch doctrin, and public sentiment raised her 
still voice very loud against such an action, as being in inde- 
cent haste. Rev. S. T. Hallman and the widow's daughter 
married, and in a few weeks after moved to South Carolina, 
and he continues to warn sinners that they are on the broad 
road to hell. J. W. MznarF&Y. 


Wasnineaton, D. C., Sept. 15, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: In an editorial or associate editorial of the 
10th inst., under the caption of ‘t They are all Good Secta- 
rians,” you say: ** Mr. Majoris a Canadian, and formerly ad- 
hered to the sect known as Roman Catholic" I write to 
forestall the haughty but inconsequent claim Father Lambert 
eL id omne genus wil most likely fling at you, that ‘ the 
Catholic church is the church; all the other churches are 
but sects from the living body of the same, and therefore, in 
the order of things, must die, as limbs lopped from a living 
"ree." A figure ''sadly lacking in logic." as Lambert says 
Lacy's answer to him is, for, in the order of things, trees 
may die too. N.B.—The Catholic church is not as old as 
some of the Hucalyptus globulus trees now standing in 


. Australia, or some of the Sequoia gigantea trees still standing 


in Nevada, etc. The sophistry of their claim is in the use of 
** sect ” by synecdoche for ex-sect, as proven by their claim 
that the Phocian churches, Greek and Russian, are not 
** sects” because they hav still ** the apostolic succession,” 
which the Protestant churches hav not, but they dub the 
Phocian ‘‘ schisms.” Now all may not know that sect and 
schism are both derived from the same Latin verb, meaning 
**to cut.” To illustrate by à parallel from ‘the shop,” we 
(surgeons) ex3ect a limb or an excrescence when we separate 
it from the living or dead body; but when we cut off the 
bones or parts of bones constituting an elbow, say, we call it 
a rescision or resection. The‘ apostolic succession” of the 
nerves and blood vessels which are not cut sustains the life 
of/the forearm. To return to ''the sects,” viz., the parts 
cut off—query, if one part of a body be cut. off from an- 
other part of the same, which is the sect or sectum? Neces- 
sarily the smaller part. If so, then your townsman, my 
revered teacher and friend, Dr. T. Gaillard Thomas (who 
talks like an angel and writes like Old Noll, to transpose 
Garrick’s antemortum obituary of Dr. Oiiver Goldamith at a 
time when it was ‘‘ the fad” of those choice spirits of ‘‘the 
Augustine age of Literature " under Q:teen Evizabeth’s reign 
to epitaph each other. The one above paraphrased was, in 
effect : 
Alas! here lie the remains of poor Noll;  . 
Who wrote like an angel, and talued like “poor Poll 1”) 

—I was saying, a year or so ago Dr. Gaillard Thomas, of 
your city, exsected a lady of seventy-five pounds weizht 
from an ovarian tumor weighing one hundred pounds. 
Corollary : The woman, being the sect, ougüt, in Catholic 
logic, to hav had the good grace to shuffle off the mortal coil 
post haste after shuffling off the immortal tumor. 

In re Frederick Koezly vs. ** Boàton's great mathematical 
genius, G.. N. Hill," I would modestly observe that 1,600 
years subtracted from 1,887 years leave 287 years. Does 
Professor Hil! call the present century the eighteenth 
century. or the nineteenth century? If the former, then 
** argal,” the year 150 was in. the first century, and by corol- 
lary the year 50 was in the century below zero. If s.o-x 
don't spell socks, what do it spell ? 

In ve “ mottoes for Freethinkers,” if you havn't struck off 


THE TE 


.in card-form, ‘Damn others as you'd wish to be damned 
yourself "—one that struck me square on the pineal gland, 
as old Homer would hav phrased it, as per your issue of the 
last week ultimo or first week instant—pray supply the miss- 
ing link without procrastination. I was caught without it 
at the point of death from acute rheumatism of the heart 
- gome months ago tó hurl at the head of a female rich relativ 
who was demonstrating to me that ** God, who had been & 
. God of love to” me “in life would," I would find, ‘ be in 
death & God of justice." Pardon my brevity and prey for 
me-—upon the marrow of missionaries. 
Yours in mild-mannered sympathy, 
Gao. S. Kine, M.D. 


m : TuoMuPsoNTOWN, Pa., Sept. 6, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron : P'ease find inclosed $2, and send me one of 
Mr. C. Eckhard's Nine Demands for $1, and as many of Mr. 
L. R. Smith's ** Personal Existence After Death Improbable " 
as you giv for the other $1. There are about seventy-five 
thousand men employed, at high salaries, for the purpose of 
hammeriüg into the minds of humanity the fact of a personal 
state of existence after this life, etc., having for their princi. 
pal foundation a book called the Bible, which, however, 
absolutely disproves this fact. For the trifling sum of ten 
cents anyone can obtain. Mr. L. R. Smith’s book, which so 
ably shows up the other side of this question—namely, 
** Personal Existence After Death-Improbable,” and proves 
this fact, not only by sound reasoning, but by.the very Bible 
itself. There are many clever Liberals seemingly free from 
the old dogma, yet who are loth to relinquish the ‘claim of 
** personal existence after death.” Even after the acceptance 
of the “ ordinary law of evidence and good sense,” a con- 
tinued life (though quite uncertain of that being a pleasant 
one) is universally desired and expected. Life! yes, life, 
though every moment of it be miserable, is tenaciously clung 
to. Everything proving itself-a burden is not worth possess- 
ing. How sweet is rest after toil! and the less conscious- 

` ness the sweeter the rest ! Jay F. HALDEMAN. 


New York, Sept. 2), 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: Of what value, in your opinion, are statistics 
as to the relativ prosperity of a nation under free trade. and 
under protection ? If Professor Denslow could show that 
this country is a gainer, financially, by the protectiv tariff, 
that would not prove that any officer of the law or anybody 
else has a right to open your trunk and to overhaul and tax 
jts contents when there is no reason for supposing that it con- 
tains anything for which you hav not paid to the previous 
owner a satisfactory sum of your own money. If the pros- 
perity of a nation rests on that kind of brigandage, then let 
the nation go to the devil. . * 
A community of thieves is more prosperous, of course, 
` when certain of their number are allowed to put their hands 
in your pocket and take a percentage of its contents, but that 
does not, to my mind, make it altogether clear that the tax 
js just. A highwayman sees his best times when he is per- 
mitted to levy toll on passengers rather than when he is not 
protected in that industry ; nevertheless there is à popular 
objection against highwaymen. This objection arises, how- 
ever, from the fact that the highwayman is a private individ- 
ual instead of & government official. Otherwise the objec- 
tion would vanish at once before the arguments and statistics 
of Professor Denslow. Nothing, it seems to me, could so 
contribute to the prosperity of a nation as to grab everything ; 
for if a government has a right to tax an import one per 
cent it has a right to tax it one hundred per cent, or to con- 
fiscate it, or to exclude it altogether, and to hang the im- 
porter as & pirate. 
if the financial prosperity of the nation, to any extent, de- 
pends on hanging a few persons every day, string them up! 
Such is the logic of protection. The state of New Jersey is 
about one hundred dollars more prosperous since it fined a 
man for ‘ blasphemy ;" therefore the prosperity of New 
Jersey depends upon the fining of blasphemers, as the 
growth of a plaut depends upon sunlight. This is à power- 
` ful argument, truly. 3 
Of course the exclusion of foreign goods from our ports 
has & depressing effect upon foreign industry. But breathes 
there à man with soul so dead he ever to himself hath said, 
** The world is my country ?” If such there be, he is not a 
protectionist. 
It is my belief that it does not contribute to the wealth of 
a country to exclude from it anything that is valuable. We 
grow rich by what we acquire from others instead of by 
what others acquire from us. A country gains in material 
substance from what is put into it, namely, imports, rather 
than from what is taken out of it, namely, exports. The 
importer carries away with him nothing but money, and we 
should not begrudge him that when we hav his goods, to 
purchase which is the only office that money is capable of 
discharging. It is less strengthening to a man to exhaust 
his own resources by rejecting food than to husband them 
by eating. To exclude goods is to reject food. To eat is to 
import. I hold, then, that the importer is a nation’s bene- 
factor, since he adds to its material substance, while the ex- 
porter is the opposit, since he lessens that substance. Hence 
the importer should be encouraged. Why not giv him a 


premium on his imports? And why not discourage the ex- | 


porter by all means possible? It looks to me as though the 
present system is an inversion of theright one. Icannothelp 
adding that the tariff, so far as it professes to protect Ameri- 
can industry, is, in certain instances, a palpable humbug. 
For example, an American living in London has his portrait 
painted by a distinguished artist. Shortly thereafter he 
dies. His friends at home desire the picture, but must 
smuggle it ashore or pay a duty on it. Who isthereby pro- 
- tected? A while ago a showman imported a young hippo- 
potamus, and paid & thousand dollars duty on him. Was 
this designed to protect the American hippopotamus indus- 


.the year to count now ?” 


above 


It is a difference in degree merely, and, 


try, and has that industry thrived or languished more or | 


less since that time? The tariff hacks should be shrewd 
enough to abolish these more obvious humbug: excres- 
cences on their system, and even then, though people might 
not see it so clearly, the system would be none the less a 
humbug.. FREE TEADER. 


: New YoRk, Sept. 19, 1887. 
Mr. Eprroz : Mr. Hill writes: ** As betting or any other 
form of gambling is against my principles, I will conse- 
quently accept the cffer," etc. Where the consequence 
comes in I cannot see, but as long as he accepts my offer I 
wi'l not stickle or be too particular about his meaning, and 
hereby deposit with you, Mr. Editor, $25, in the hope that 
Mr. Hill will do the same. as he accepts the offer, andleave the 
decision.to the Editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER. The question 
in diepute to decide is: ** If a calendar is started from and 
with the first day of January, 1600, what is the number of 
Now, as soon as Mr. Hill has de- 
posited his $25, then, Mr. Editor, please giv to your readers 
and to the public in general your answer or decision to the 
question. Mr. Hill’s article of Sept. 1, “287,” 
shows that he is so confused that he does not know what he 
writes, much less what he reads, and, of course, does not 


‘know and could not tell and giv the reason why “at the be- 
ginning of every century leap year is omitted, except every 


fourth century, 1600, 2000, etc., being leap years, and the 
intervening three centuries exempt from the common rule.” 

That Mr. Hill should want to prop up and prove by this 
quotation that his figuring is correct shows his unfitness for 
calendar making. Mr. Hill is the only person I ever heard 
from that claims the year 1600 for the seventeenth century; 
also that begins a century’s first year to count with 0, the 
second year 1, third year 2, and so on till he has a hundred 
years with the figures 99. What a great mathematical 
genius this “sensible young man ” of Boston is! 

I do not and will not tempt anyone to gamble. I am also 
not a gambler. But betting as a punishment for years of 
long, wilful, stubborn indocility is about the last means 
to end a long controversy. This is not a gambling bet if the 
winner does not pocket the profit, but givs it for a good 
cause. 

In hope of speedy decision, without fear or favor, I 
remain, Yours, Furpx. Koray. 

[It will be seen by the foregoing that the controversy over 
the E. 8. Calendar between Messrs. Koezly, of this city, and 
Hill, of Boston, has waxed very warm. The proposition 
now is, made by Mr. Koezly in Tax TaurH SEEKER of 
September 10th, that both gentlemen shall place $25 in the 
hands of the Editor of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, who shall decide 
the question. ' If Mr. Hill wins, he can hav the $25 to pocket 
or giv to the Investigator if he chooses, as he formerly pro- 
posed. If Mr. Koezly wins, Mr. Hill’s money is.to go to 
Tae TRurH SEEKER. Mr. Hill, in our issue of September 
17th, accepts the proposition to leave it to the Editor of Tar 
TRUTH SxEkER, but says nothing about putting up cash, as 
he is opposed to betting. As the proposition now stands, it 
might look like a bribe to the Editor of Tax TRUTH SEEKER. 
but, of course, Mr. Hill knows that individual to be above 
sordid considerations! Besides, this matter is not a bet or 
wager, but a.short and easy method of dispensing charity. 
We are waiting to hear from Mr. Hill, to the end that the 
Investigator may place another share of Paine Hall stock in 
its safe, or Taz TRUTH SEEKER hav a few dollars to help pay 
rent in this long but narrow and wicked city.—T. S.] 

: Lexineton, KY., Sept. 8, 1887. 

Mr. Eviror: The churches here are beginning vigorously 
to prop up their waning cause. They feel that not a monient 
is to belost. What would they effect at this juncture with- 
out evangelists, music, and other sensational methods of 
bringing the people together, like any other theater? Bu! 
the holiest clergymen bring about no reforms, unless their 
heads are heaped up high in benevolent form, like that 
of Bennett or Wilberforce, and then they leave their pulpits. 
and bring all their influence for good to a focus in some 
common-sense way. ‘‘ Fret not because of evil-doers," the 
salary business will finish them. The richest churches in 
this region refuse to pay the preacher's wages. 

I noticed in the life of Luther, from the German, that 
to be popular with the rich he was obliged to denounce the 
peasantry, classing them with brutes, and his treatment 
of them was heartless and cruel. George O. Barnes, the 
noted revivalist, is lecturing to us nightly. He has made 
only one sensible remark that I know of, and that is that God 
does.not send affiictions as a means of grace, being thus 
in some sense the author of evil. From this I infer that he 
is one of Job's comforters. But, lo! the devil comes to the 
rescue, with hoof and horns. “He is willing to bear the 
blame of the world's ruin, so he can be master,” and as he is 
generally considered chief cook and bottle-washer in human 
affairs, God bad better take a back seat. Job was to blame 
himself. Barnes's sermon last night was a wild jumble 
of false theology and budding Infidelity. He affirmed that 
Cain took a wife from a race already existing upon the 
earth—a match without sympathy, I should say. He forgot 
the chasms between races and creations, for Nature must 
prepare her physiological atoms for a fresh and more vigorous 
effort. A friend just told me that “by my neglect of 
religion I incurred a great risk." See how fear pays the 
clergyman's board.  *' The fear of hell’s the hangman's whip, 
but when you feel your honor grip," that is an important 
matter, and worthy of att: ntion. 

Clergymen often remark that Epictetus, Cleanthes, and 
Seneca could never guid- us to heaven. They ought rather 
to be ashamed that nothing but fanaticism can arouse tbe 
human mind from its stupid condition of indifference to 
something which partakes of the elements of higher thought 
and feeling. 
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With regard to the Constitution, it seems that Alexander 


Hamilton was the first who suggested the idea, and from the 
life of Patrick Henry and other prominent men of that pe- 
riod we learn how wise men pondered hours and daya, as did 
the people also, over that mighty subject. 
clerical minds helped to frame that instrument. If they did, 


I do not think 


will some wiseacre come out and produce the necessary 


.| information? - 


Speaking of fanaticism, great minds are alwavs calm. 
Witness the massiv courage of Socrates, Henry Clav. and 
Lincoln. This is anything but a nation of Stoics. It isa 


nation halting between two opinions, whether to deteriorate 


or become strong and excel. The ethereal god Hermes was 
represented in sculpture massiv and strong as Hercules. 
Materialism, in France and other nations, is a first stage in a 
constitution destined to be highly refined. In France, the 
constant use of wine as a beverage, instead of water, hinders 
the severity of morals. 

- Nations will continue to sink until their virtues become 
heroic and they are able to govern themselvs. Women rise 
higher in the scale of morality every century; shall not men 
make a determined effort, also, to arrest the decline of the 
present race of human beings? Are self.indulgence and 
power twin stars? What redeemed India from moral obliv- 
ion but the purity of the priests of Brahma? There are 
priests among the despised Catholics who are holy and pure. 
** He trusts me,” ** She has full confidence in me,” is suffi- 
cient to hinder a person from doing wrong. The man han- 
kering after luxuries and excesses is in no sense reliable. If 
any passion has full dominion over him, though noble in his 
nature, beware of him. His weakness is a sea which threat- 
ens to overwhelm all his virtues. Said Emerson, ** Nothing 
is at last sacred but the integrity of your own mind.” The 
man who betrays himself will forsake his country iu her 
hour of need. The hand of industry saves us from want; 
but the honest defender of Freethought holds the universe 
between his palms, and the gods own him for their superior. 

ALHAZA. 


TALENT, OR., Sept. 8, 1887. 

Mr. EprroR: It is with great pleasure that I read Tae 
TnorH SEEKER and see its pictorial illustrations. I realize 
that it is hastening ‘‘the good time coming.” S. P. Putnam 
gave ten lectures in this neighborhood, but each of them was 
like a shining meteor, dazzling for a moment, only to disap- 
pear. There is no effort for the formation of a Secular 
League, although there liv in Ashland alone one hundred 
persons who hav announced themselvs as Freethinkers, 
and I believe that there are double that number in Jackson 
county. But there needs some object more than the Nine 
(abstract) Demands to excite interest in the public at large. 
The great mass know but little, and care less, about untaxed 
churches, but they know enongh of underpaid labor and of 
starvation for lack of remunerativ work. 

Now, as the Secular League Congress which is advertised 
to meet at Chicago next month will be composed of some of 
the most advanced minds of the age, permit me to suggest 
an enlargement of their sphere of action so as to include the 
inalienable rights of all the people, irrespectiv of race or sex. 
It does mean this, but it does not directly express the strong- 
est points for immediate action. . 

The Secu.ar League has not one word for the equal rights 
of women, who form the biggest and best portion of the 
people. .It has not one word in behalf of the equal rights of 
the race from which we hav derived our country, our Indian 
corn, and two (Jefferson and Randolf) of the signers of tbe 
Declaration of American Independence; the race which has 
suffered martyrdom for generations because it repels the 
superstitions and perversions of a (so-called) Christian civil- 
ization of which the following is only one among scores of 
similar proofs." Lindslay Applegate pioneered the emigrants 
upon a new route two thousand miles to Oregon in 1826. 
He was the first agent and interpreter for the Klamath and 
Modoc Indians, and after years uf uniform success, during 
which eight hundred acres of land was improved, and when 
he was discharged on account of being a Freethinker there 
was upon the reserve, officially reported, twenty-five hun- 
dred bushels of grain, with an abundance of roots and veg- 
etables, all of which was raised by the Indians, who were 
not only able but ainbitious for self-sustainmeut. Methodist 
missionaries succeeded Lindslay Applegate with annua! con- 
tracts like the following, which I cut from a recent paper : 


Says the Klamath county Star: The contract to furnish beef, 
flour, wheat, oats, and barley for the K'nmath Indian res-rvation 
in thia connty har b»en awarded to thy following named parties : 
John F. Miller, 63 ^0) pauuds of beef at *6 93 per 100 ponuds s G. W. 
Smith, flonr, 6800) pounds at #260 per 100 pouuds; Geo. T. 
Baldwin, 10000 pounds of oats at $195 per 100 ponnds; O. A. 
Stearns, 1.200 pounds of wheat at $2.23 p-r 100 pounds; Felix Kahn, 
2,500 pounds of barley at $2 25 per 100 pounds. 

Is not this a proof of imposition alike upon the Indians 
and upon the taxpayers? And is it not of. more importance - 
tostop it than to get any of the Nine Demands? Yes, be- 
cause every citizen who does not vote against it givs his 
sanction to the wrong. 

All the rights which are dear to humanity are denied to 
these Indians. Three of them hav lately been shot merely 
because they protested against frauds. Quite a number of 
tbem came to Ashland to invoke the aid of their old friend 
Applegate. But Le had no official authority. Bo the same 
spirit which prompted the exclamation, “ Giv ns liberty or 
giv us death," prompted them to assume an attitude of self- 
defense, which so frightened the agent that he also came to 
Lindslay Applegate, whose advice bring taken, peace for the 
present is preserved. It was the substitution of a religious 
teacher, together with official neglect of the subscriber's 
report, that caused the Modoe war and its cost of $3,000.000 
and the slaughter of General Canby and two hundred others. 

I therefore respectfully ask that tbe Secular League Con- 
gress will demand the abolishment of the present system of 
Indian management; also of the laws by which D. M. Ben- 
nett, Dr. Foote, Mrs. Slenker, and others hav been prose- 
cuted. Respectfully, Joun BEESON, 


LÀ 
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Children’s Qorner. 


Edited by Moss Susan H. Wixom, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


A Petition. 


O Mother Earth! Dear Mother Earth ! 

Giv me your bloasome, white and red, 

To wave a garland for my head; 

Giv me your yellow daffodils, 

The blooms which whiten all your hills, ' 

The small sweet May flowers ‘neath your trees. 
* The pale anemones. 


O Mother Earth! Dear Mother Earth ! 

Giv me the many tangled vines 

Which creep among your fragrant pines, 

Those dark, mysterious leaves in vain 

Shrinking to hide their bloody stain: 

The pale blue violeta and the white— 
Your heart's delight. 


O Mother Earth! Dear Mother Earth ! 
Giv me the key to those 8weet tunes 
Your breezes play ; the ancient runes 
Your tall pines sing iu monotone, 
The meaning of the ocean's moan— 
That the sweet spirit of harmony 

May dwell with me. 

———— 99-99 ————— 


Children. 


Come to me, O re children ; 
For I hear you at your play, 
And the questions that perplex me 
Hav vanished quite away. 


Ye open the eastern windows, 
That look toward the sun, 
` Where thoughts are singing swallows, 
And the brooke of morning run. 


In your hearts are birds and snushine, 
Tn your thoughts the brooklets flow, 

Bat in mine is the wind of antumn, 
And the first fall of the snow. 


Ah! what would the world be to us; 
If the children were no more? 

We should dread the desert behind us 
Worse than the dark before. 


What the leaves are *o the forest, 
With light and air for fond, 

Ere their sweet aud tender juices 
Hav been hardened into wood, 


That to the world are children ; 
"Through them tt feels the glow 

Of a brighter and ennni+r clime, 
That reaches the trunks below. 


-Come to me, O ye children, 
And whisper in my ear, 

What the birds and the winds are singing 
In your sunny atmosphere. 


For what are all our contrivings, 
Aud the wisdom of our books, 

When compared with your caresses 
And the gladness of your looks? 


Ye are better than all the ballads 
That ever were sung or said; 
For ye are living poems, 
And all the rest are dead. 


PANSY. 


—Longfeltow.- 
0 — — —— 


Prize Essays, 
Miss Susan H. Wixon: I would be pleased 


if you will assist me in formulating a plan. 


that will encourage and stimulate the young 
people of your ** Corner” to a better under- 
standing of the principles of Freethought. 

I believe it to be a duty we each owe a 
common good, that we endeavor to instill in 
their young minds the glorious truths of 
universal menta] liberty, that the seeds now 
sown may bud and blossom in the sweet sun- 
light of a new and freer life. To encourage 
them to this end I will, with your approval, 
Offer à few small prizes, of say, first prize, $3; 
second, $2; third, $1, in cash or books as 
winner may desire, open to all boys and girls 
under 16 years of age, for the best paper on 


** Why I am a Liberal.” E 


I will trust to the honesty of our young 
Liberal friends to receive no material assist- 
ance from their older brothers and sisters or 
parents, but wish it to be the result of their 
own efforts, observations, and ideas. 

If successful, I will offer small prizes fre- 
quently on different subjects. I trust you 
wil make all the necessary arrangements 
governing contest, appointing of judges, etc., 
and hope to hear from you if you hav any 
suggestions to offer. 

` Yours very truly, B. H. MARLETT. 

[The above offer from a friend of the Chil- 
dren’s Corner is an excellent one. Now, dear 
children, please show your apprecia ion of 
Mr. Marlett’s kindness by sending in the very 
best essay on the subject named—‘‘ Why I am 
a Liberal.” Time, two months from present 
date of Truta SEEKER. Send all essays to 
the editor of the Corner, at Fall River, Mass., 
where they will be forwarded to Mr. Marlett 
for his inspection and decision if he desires. 
Allessays will be printed whether receiving 
prizes or not. —Ep. C. €.] 


t 
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Correspondenee. 


Burrato, Sept. 16, 1887. 
Drag Miss Wixon: I missed the Chil- 
dren’s Corner very much, and was very scrry 
to learn the cause. We liv between two 
tracks. A great many are killed on the rail- 
road track. I go across the track every 
night with milk, my ma watching me till I 
et home. My pa cuts up THe TRUTH 
REKER, takes the best pieces, and givs me the 
Children's Corner. I hav two books pasted 

through. Your little friend, 
Iba A. Banov. 


Oax Mirrs, KAN., Sept. 19, 1887. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: As it has been a long 
time since I bothered you with a letter, I will 
bother you once more, if you hav no objec- 
tion. I still read the grand old TRUTH 
SEEKER, and gladly pronounce it one of the 
ablest and best journals published any where 
I find by reading the last number of Tne 
Trura SEEKER that your dearly beloved 
mother has lately died. The Cbildren's Cor- 
ner, always so bright and lively, was a few 
days ago dimmed by the sad headline, ** Be- 
reaved by Death.” I glaneed over the note 
and soor found out the sad tale. You hav 
my heartfelt sympathy. DE 

Yours truly, 
Norts SYDNEY, CAPE Breton, 
i Bept. 18, 1887. 

Dear Miss Wixon: As I saw in Tug TROTH 
SEEKER so many letters from boys and girls, 
I thought I would write one too. 

My father has taken THE TRUTH SEEKER 
for many years, and I like it very much. I 
hav four sisters and one hrother. I go to 
school every day. I ameight years old. I 
study geography, grammar, history, reading, 
Spelling, and arithmetic. 

We keep a general store, and carry on mil- 
linery and dressmaking. 
Cape Breton is note 
We are two miles from North Sydney mine, 
which is noted for its good coal. About five 
hundred large ocean steamers through the 
summer sail into this port for coal, coming 
from Norway, Germany, snd all parts of 

Europe. Your Freethinker friend, 
Mavp L. Marrart: 


G. J. REMSBURG. 


Orromwa, Ia., Sept. 17, 287. 

Dzar Gigrs AND Boys: With Miss Wixon’s 
permission I will address you through the 
Children's Corner. Owing to the many duties 
I must perform I cannot address you as fre- 
quently as I should like, but now, since I 
learned of our beloved teacher’s bereavement, 
I feel that I must lay aside all other duties, 
and extend words of sympathy to all. 

Little ones, this letter may seem sad to you, 
but so it must be. My heart bleeds for our 
noble friend whose life has so often been 
darkened by the clouds of misfortune. 

As the gigantic steamer, freighted with 
human lives, is borne across the briny ocean, 
now gently rocked by murmuring winds that 
guide her aright on the almost boundless 
waters, or again hurled hither and thither 
with terrific force, as if nature were deter- 
mined to bring destruction to her offspring, 
and blast the aspirations of thousands of 
beings—just so is it with our lives. 

As we bound over the great ocean of life, 
how varied the winds which guide us on and 
on! Often there are breathed into our exist- 
ence the balmy breezes of hope and joy, 
when the sky about us is bright and cheer- 
ful, when all nature seems to conspire to 
bring happiness to the wanderer, and guide 
him safely throughout life’s voyage; it may 
seem so for. awhile,.but softly—silently at 
first—springs a gale from some unlooked for 
region, and all at once our aspirations are 
vanished as if in & dream; all that seemed 
bright a short time before is obscured by 
wind and cloud, and discouragements press 
thick and fast upon us. ae 

Often hav I myself encountered these ad- 
verse winds, and doubtless it is, therefore, I 
80 truly sympathize with the: oppressed and 
unfortunate. k ; 

Sympathy is the brightest blossom which 
grows in the heart of mankind; therefore, 
boys and girls, endeavor to carefully cuitivate 
it, that you may always be ready to brighten 
the pathway of those who hav been less for- 
tunate in the pursuits of life, or who hav 
clasped the icy hand of loved ones whom. 
Death has borne away. 

. Now, little friends, let us unite in extend- 
ing to this afflicted family—one of whom is 
especially dear to us—our heartfelt sympathy. 

'To our beloved teacher we say, May the 
sun of hope ever shed upon you its brightest 
rays, and may the seeds of justice and love, 
which you hav helped to implant in our 
minds, blossom into noble manhood and 
womanhood. Kar Kream. 


[We thank our friend ‘Katie for the above 
kind .and sympathetic letter. The tender 
sympathy that comes from many hearts helps 
us to liv through this darkest, saddest hour 
of life’s cloudy day. Dear friends, we thank’ 
you, one and all.—Ep. €. C.] * f 

— + 
The Wo;ld^s Largest Cities. 

In order to furnish, for reference, informa- 
tion on a subject often inquired about, the 
New York Journal of Commerce has com- 
piled the annexed table of the largest cities of 
the world, with their populations, as stated 
by the latest publications. The table has a 
foot-note, which says: ** Many of the Chinese 


for its coal and fish. | 


Cities were enormously over-estimated a few 
years ago. We hav given the latest estimates 
by the best authorities, but in the absence of 
the official census the figures may be accepted 
only as an approximate calculation. It wil 
be seen that there are thirty-five cities in the 
world credited with a population at or above 
half a million.” 


POP ino 050 
Aitchi, Japan...........eseeeeeen nnne z 
Bangkok, Siam.. EET ... b 0,000 |. 
Brooklyn: N. Y ........ eere eee onte 111.000 


Berliu, Prussia oe 
Calcutta, India.. 


CO witon, China... .1 500.000 
Cbangchoofoo; n 1.0 0 000 
Cbicag-, Il............. 715 000 


Constantinople, Turkey 
Foo-choo; China. ......... 
Glasgow, Scotiand........ 


Hang-chow-fee, uhing ..............- 60-1 Q0 
Hang-tcheon, China,........... esee . 8 9.00! 
Hankau. China .............. eene . 600 000 


King-te-chiang, China..... 
Liverpool, Eug and.. 
London, England 


Madrid, Spain.. 900 
Moscow, Russia 611,974 
New York, N. Y 000 
Paris, Prane¢.....ccccececcceseesceerseeccees 2 269 U23 
Pekalongan, Java................ . 803.204 
Pekin, Cnina....... SaL raiant .. 800 000 
Phil. delpbia, Pa .................... .. 850 000 
St Petersburg, ttussia.................eeee 766 964 
Sartama, Japan ;..... 942 717 
Sian, Calna.... 1 000 000 
Ss. Louis, Mo ...... 500.000 
Tat-seen-lov, Ouina 100 00 
Vien-tsin, Cuna... 9. 000 
Tokio. Japan............ 9R7.87 
'Tachautcbàu- fu, China ............. -1,0 0 000 
Tschingtu-fu, China 80 .000 
Vienna, Austria ........... e. 726 05 
Wovu-changy China........... eee eene 800 


REDUCED TO $1.00. 


THE STORY HOUR. 
A Book for Children and Youth. 


BY MISS SUSAN H. WIXON. 
Over a hundred fine illustrations. | 


BOOKS FUtt CHILDREN. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 

e Young Folks. By Miss Susan H, Wixon. 

Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel. 
lent work for goung masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued ata reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photo, raph of the author which adds very 
f Much to e valne of the volume. 

A Story of 


Two Little Red Mittens. 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


Tie Youth’s Liberal Guide. By 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M, Price; $1.00., This 
volume aims at the education of youth in the 

rinciples of Freethought, at the same time 
that it inculcates moral duties and humar. 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
commen sense. ddress THE TRUTh 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bibte In- 


vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions, 
with numerous references and citations, that 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
of other propositions in the eame book. Price 


95 aanta 
The Story Hour. For Children and 
Without Super- 


Youth. By Susan H. Wixon. [ 
stition. e Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children's Story-Book everissued. 66full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type: heavy 
toned paper, broad margins, uminated 
covers; 4to. 224 pp.» bds., $1. 


BIBLE MYTHS 


AND 'THEIR 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


The object of the work 18 to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. ; 

“t Tt ig unquestionably true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of.the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else 80 accessible as they are now made 
in the work before ug." —N. Y. Sun. 

1vol.8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.50. 


A SPLENDID WORK. 
Mr. Charles Eckhard, treasurer of the American 
Secular Union, bas published 


THE NINE DEMANDS 


in a more attractiv form than any in which they 
hav previously appeared. At the head of an en- 
graving on heavy plate paper, 24x19 inches, are 
the cabinet-sized likenesses of JEFFERSON, 
WASHINGTON, and PAINE, the Fathers of our 
Bepublic. At the sides are FRANKLIN and 
JOHN ADAMS, and between these two are 
printed the Nine Demands of the American Secu- 
lar Union in conspicuous type. At the foot are 
LAFAYETTE, GIRARD, and INGERSOLL, 
making eight likenesses in all. Inscribed be- 
neath each Portrait is some radical sentiment 
quoted from the author pictured over it. In the 
space between the portraits and around them are 


arabesques uf vines and flowers in profusion, and | 


the panel inclosing the Nine Demands is sur- 
mounted on each corner by Mr. Eckhard's design 
of the flag above the cross. The whole makes an 
exceedingly handsome work for framing. The 
artistic part is equal to the best, and the portraits 
are as true to nature as the photographs from 
which they were transferred. The design will be 
sent Postpaid by mail for $1 by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
38 Lafayette Place, New York 


Paine Vindicated! 


: —0—, 
A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 
both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


—0-— 

The New.York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. . É 


; TOGETHER WITH ge. 
A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated: Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the acconnt of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 
78pp. Price 15 cents. 

THE TRUTH SFEKER OO. 


Address 


Mottoes for Freethinkers. 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the '* God-bless-our- 
home” placards which disfigure the walls of so. 
many bouses. They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 221-2. The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U., M. L. The following are the various 
readings : . 


$ THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTROL 
: THE WORLD. 


: REASON IS A BETTER GUIDE THAN FEAR, 


PP eee . 


seccccoo oo 
H 


THE 80HOOL-HOUSE IS MY CATHEDRAL. 


: THE TIME TO BE HAPPY IS NOW. D: 
: AND THE PLAOE TO BE HAPPY I8 HERE, : 


: NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


PPP ILE Pessesostusesotensosossosooooorto ertt 


: THE WORLD I8 MY COUNTRY; 
: TO DO GOOD MY RELÍGION. : 
The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. ' 
For Freethought societies there is a large card 
22 x 15 inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
beading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 30 
cents. Anyof these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 

Address | THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Fathers of Our Republie, 


Paine, Jefferson, Washington, 


Franklin. 


A LECTURE delivered before the Tenth A'annal 
Congress of the American Secular Union, 
in Ohickering Hall, New York 
November 18, 1886. 
By JOHN E. REM8BURG. 
Price 15 centa. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


IS THE COD OF ISRAEL 
THE TRUE COD? 


The Narrativ of the Five Books of Moses, 
Joshua, and Judges, and the 
New Testament. 


By Israel W, Groh. 


Price 25 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO 


THE CONFESSIONAL 
ROMISH AND ANGLICAN, 
. An Exposé. 
By SALADIN. Price, 80 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Practical Experience with Poultry, 


By Gro. M. Davenport, This is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 82 well-filled pages, costing only 
* a quarter,” but as full of meat as an egg. It is 
well called “ practical” for we find noth un- 
practica] in it, Hens, ducks, geese, and turkeys, 
are particularly discussed and their economical 
breeding and keeping treatedof. There are many. 
practical hints about keeping ponitry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, itis a very useful addition fo 
the poultry literature of the day. 


TRUTH SEEKER Office, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, OCTOBER 1, 1887. 
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Ingersolls Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 


In five lectures, comprising, "The Gods,” 
“ Humboldt," ** Thomaa Paine,” “ Individual- 
ity,” and ** Heretics and Heresies.” 


The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, 1.25. 


Contents: “The Ghosts,” ' Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child," “ The Declaration of In- 
dependence,” **About Farming in lllinois," 
t The Grant Banquet,” ‘The Rev. Alexander 
Olark,' “The Past Rises before Me Like & 
Dream,” and '* A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
“cloth, $1.25. 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
Plain cloth, $1.25. ` 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


per, 25cents. . . 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 


Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof. 
. George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents : cloth, $1. 
Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 
Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
` & Number of Vita] Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the Son Franciscan. 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 
~a, Millions of these should be circulated. 
Vindication of ‘Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 
Large sıze octavo, paper, 10 cents. 


Ingersoll's Lectures Complete. 
ound in one volume. To meet the demand 
tor Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on ''Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in halt 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 

price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 

Tributes.. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s “Tribute to 
8 Brother,” "The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Banquet Toast,” and the recent address over 
* Little Harry Miller's Grave," that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear types suita- 
` ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
to any address, for 60cts, or either one for l5cts. 


Prose Poems and Selections. This 


new book is a gom. It is a model in every re- 
spect. : In fact, ono of the richest, brightest, . 
best ever issued, _It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated ' Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “ tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till: now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versationgof the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
& rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 

urpose,a fine steel portrait, with autograph 

ac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and aide, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele-: 
gant library style, $4.50; in furkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


Life. Prose Poem. Printed 


eolors on board, beveled gilt edges. 


in 
50 cents. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. |. 


: boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents. 
: Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 
False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 


Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries ; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery form; the Woman’s Rights 
Movement; the Temperañce Reform; the 
, Church and the Republic, y 

Bible Morais. Twenty Crimes and. 
Vices Sanctioned by Soripture Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; | 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars of | 
nquest and Extermination; Despotism ; In-: 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; . 
“uhbinetness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; : 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy: Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 

Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best. 
and most thorough work ever written on the: 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large: 
and handsome print. -The question is discussed ' 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 

. Bun st Arguments; Q gin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
abb ath during the Middle Ages: The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 

-Laws Price, 25 cents; six copies, 81.00. 

Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
dns and Political Liberty. Tells the stor: 
of the Author-Hero's lite, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
jt. Choive.extracts from '" Common Sense,” 
* American Crisis," ‘Rights of Man,” and "Age 
of Reason " are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 
oharacter from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressiy for this work. Second edi- 
fion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
8teel portrait of Paine. 
sloth, 75 cents. MN 

Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents: bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 


Price, paper, 50 cents; 


delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention. J i 
10 cents. 


anuary 29, 1884, Price, 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
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| BITTLE#&ESSONS 


LITTLE FOLKS. - 


By AUNT ELMINA 


(Mrs. E. D. SLENKER). 


NEW YORK: | 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


TIBERI LU TU UN. ULT UU LU LU CU TI TU LU LU LU E EU LU ET LU LU LL TOR 


Seas resi 


I. N. BAKER, 


and Printed by Permission of 
the Author, 


Vi 


New York: i 


f 
! THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. E 
i 28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


Reported for the “ Truth Seeke*" by 


6 


 &HE ONLY GORREGT 


EDITION. 


WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


Was Jesus an Impostor? A debate between a 


times. 100 pp.. 2% ets. The Mirror of Free- 
thought. 50 cts. The Bible and Darwinism, 
. Bibheal Errors and Secular Truths. 25 
Two Revelations. 5cts. Bible Horrors; or, 
Biaxsphemy. 5 cts. Bible M. 
Bible Saints—Nos. 1, 2 and 8 Each 5cts. Moses 
vs. Darwin, 5cts. Socrates, Buddha, and Jesus. 
Scts. Christianity a Degrading Religion. 5 cts. 
Fictitious Gods. 5 cts. Natural Man. 5 cts. 
The Oid Faith and the New. 6cts. Bruno and 
Spinoza. 5cts. Th Bible God and His Favorits. 
5ets. Miracle-Workers, 5cts. Health, Wealth, 
and Happiness. 5cts, The Brain and the Soul. 
5cts. Nature and the Gods. 5cts. Design and 


akers. 5 cts. 


Natural Selection. 5cts. Man and the Lower um 


Animals. 5 cts. ; 
“Address Watts and Co., 17 Johnson's Court, , 
E.O., Lon lon: Eng. ] 


PRICE, ^ CENTS. 


Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 


EJ 
a 
Scotch novelist, Agnes Rollo Wilkie, and Arthur " 
B Moss. The best conducted debate of modern 


LIQUOR DRINKING 


by the Bible. 
BY E.C. WALKER. 


is is a companion book to Bemsburg's '* Bible 


." 48 pages; price 10 cents. 


TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
aoe pau E Place. New York. 


THE WATCH OF THE FUTURE. 


The new, latest improved 14 karat filled gold 
watches are the best and moet durable in the 
world for little money. Prices again reduced, 
Seven jewels, $25; 11 jewels, $27.50; 15 jewels, $30, 
Same, adjusted to heat aud cola, $34. Ladies’, 7 
jeweled, $20; 11, $22; 15, 128; with ginss insidi cx p 
$3 less; Louis XIV. style, $8 more; all best Ameri 
can hunting stem-winders; open face, gold cap 
$3 less; open screw case, $5 less; all cases acconi, 
panied by manufacturers and my guarantee for 
20 years. Above movements in 3 ounce silver 
cases, $18 lern; 4 ounce. $12 less: 5 ounce, $10 50 ; 
and 6 ounce, $9 Jess. All guaranteed one year and 
sent prepaid: if on line of American Expresa 
office or per registered mail, subject to approval, 
and cash refunded if not satisfactory. 

WATCH WO 


Send me your watches to be repaired. Inclose 
$1 for cleaning; springs, $1; jewels, $1, and I will 
return in perfect order prepaid. Best spectacles 
or eyeglasses in the worid, $1, prepaid in case. 
Send line finest print you can read 14 inches from ` 
eyes without glasses. OTTO WETTS ^ EIN, 

ochelle, Ill. 

Agents wanted to sell my beautiful Freethought 
badge-pins and charms, and to send watch work 
inlote. Liberal discounts. 


Ingersoll's Tributes. 
REOUCED IN PRICE. i 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes ar 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illum 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram 
ing. The titles are: 


The Vision of War, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 
The price of these heretofore has been 75cts. We 
offer them at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; THE 
THREE FOR FORTY OENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette PL. New York. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & 60DS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 60 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


ROMANISM, 
DANGER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


Priok, “- - - - - 40 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE STRUGGLE 


FOR ' 
a6 L] LH L] Li 0 

Re igious and Politica) Liberty. 

In which the author shows the repeated attempts 
of men of every age to acquire greater political 
liberty ; also vigorously attucks the very founda- 
tion of the religion of every age; dwelling at 
length upon the wrongs of [reiand, and, in detail- 
ing the account of slavery in this country, calis 
the attention of thinking men and women to the 
position of womankind 1n America, Throughout, 
the work is replete with astounding facts and 
weighty arguments which cannot fail to interest 
the minds of this age. 

By THEO. C. SPENCER. 
Cloth, 12mo., 188pp., price 76 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA, 

Published at Hammonton, N. J, Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland. Editors; Jos, Burgher and 
F L. browne, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter 
prige,the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and fonerally 
to the practical solution of the problem of Integral 
On-operation. Price, $1 a year; 50 cents for six 
months. W cents fnr three months 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


85 Cents Each. 
Address TFE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 


BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. 
Cloth. $1.25. For Bale at this Office. 


FREETHOUGHT ^OVELLS. 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


itten Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonne 
author. of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 


All in a Lifetime. A oranes By 

i H. Wixon. e great charm o 
n nord its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
perBonages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 
ect to find, ın such a marked degree, even 
rom 80 gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant ae style is familiar to 

i e Freethou ranks." , 

Simo. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
The Outcast. A den , finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition, 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man, 
30 cents. : 
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glor. —. 


.- The New Hail Columbia. 


Written for the Centennial Celebration in Phila- 
deluhtia, 
1798. 
Hail Columbia! Happy land! 
Home of heroes, heaven born band, ; 
Who fought and bled in Freedom’s cause, 
Who fought and bled in Freedom's cause, 
And, when the storm of war waa gone, 
Enjoyed the peace their valor won. 
Let iudependence be our boast, 
Ever mind'ul what it cost; 
Ever grateful for the pnze, 
Let its altar reach the skies. 


Firm, united, let us be, 
Rillying round our Liberty. 
As a band of bro' hers joined, 
Peace and safety we shall find. 


: 1887. 
Look onr ransomed shores around, 
Peace and safety we hav fouud ! 
Welcome, frienda, who once were foes, 
Welcome, friends, who once were foes, 
To all the conquering years hav gained 
A nation’s rights, a race unchained ! 
Children of the dav new born, 
Mindful of its glorious morn, 
Let the pledge our fathers signed 
Heart to heart forever bind! 


While the stare of heaven shall burn, 
"While the ocean tides return, 

^ Ever may the circling sun 
Find the Many still are One! 


Graven deep with edge of steel, 
Crowned with Vietory's crimson seal, 
All the world their names shall read | 
All the wor d their names shall read ! 
Enrolled with bis hosts that led, 
Whose biood for us, for all, was shed. 
Pay our sires their children’s debt, 
Love aud honor; nor forget 
Only Union's golden key 
Guards the Ark of Liberty | 


While the stars of heaven shall burn, 
While tie ocean tides return, 

Ever may the circhng sun 

Find the Many still are One! 


Hail, Columbia, strong and free, 
Firm enthroned from sea to sea | 
Thy march triumphant still pursue ! 
Thy march triumphant still pursue ! 
With peaceful stride from zone to zune, 
And mske the Western land thine own ! 
Ble*t 1n the Union's holy ties, 
Let our grateful song arise, 
Every voice its tribute lend, 
Iu the loving chorus blend ! 


While the stars in heaven shall burn, 
While the ocean tides return; 
Ever shall the circling eua 
Find the Many still sre One ! 
—Ol ner. Wendell Holmes. 
e 


Lucy and Me. 


- LOVI VILLE, KY., Sept. 19. 1887, 
To THE EDITOR or Take Tota B&ERER. Sr: Tbe 
inclosed exquisit little gem was memorized away 
back m the forties. I hay always given Tom 
- Moore as the author. As it does not appear in 
any edition of his works, perhaps some reader of 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER may be able to wiv its nar- 

entage. Ww. E. Renwick 


They may rail at this lifefrom the hour I began it, 
Ive found 1t a life full of kindness and bliss, 


And until you can show me some happier planet, | 


More eocial and bright, I'l] content me with this; 
For as long as this earth has such eloquent eyes, 
As before me this momevt enraptured I see, 
They may say what they will of their orbs in the 
skies, 
But this earth is the planet for Lucy and me. 


In that star of the west by whose shadowy splen- 
dor 
At evening so often we've roamed o’er the dew, 
There are maidens, perhaps, who hav hearts that’s 
as tender, ] 
` And look 1n their twilight as lovely as you; 
But though they were even more bright than the 
queen 
Of that isle they inhabit in heaven’s blue sea, 
As I uever those fair young celestials hav seen, 
Why, this earth is the planet for Lucy and me. 


In Mercury’s star, where each minute can bring 
them 


New sunshine &nd wit from the founiain on 


high, . : 
Their nymphs may hav livelier p^eta to sing them, 
But none, even there, more enamored than I, 
For as long as this heart can be wakened with 
love, 
And I its divine inspiration can be, 
They may say what they will of their Edens above, 
But this earth is the planet for Lucy and me, 


As for those chilly orbs on the verge of creation, 
Where sunshine and wit must be equally rare, 
If they want a supply of cold hearts for that 

station 
I am sure there are plenty on earth we can 
spare ; 
Just think what a world we should hav of it here 
' Tf the haters of peace and affection and glee 
Bhould all fly off to Saturn's comfortless sphere, 
Aud leave earth to sneh apirits as Lucy and me. 
: — ae 9—————————— 


Book Notes. 


Volume I. of “ Crimes of Christianity " has 
been issued by the Progressiv Publishing 
Company, of London. The authors are G. 
W. Foote and J. M. Wheeler, the former the 
editor of the Freethinker, the latter an inde- 
` fatigable delver into the history of the past as 
recorded in books. With Mr. Wheeler's 
facts, ornamented by the rhetoric of both 


|| New York, August, 1899, 


himself and Mr. Foote, it is not hard to be- 


lieve that the present volume is a work at 
once valuable and interesting. As Americans 
are not permitted to acquire information from 
foreigners without paying a premium for it, 
this book cannot be sold in New York for 
less than $1. In London it is about 60 cents. 


“The Struggle for Religious and Political 
Liberty." By Theodore C. Spencer. All 
sorts of réligions and all sorts of religionists 
pass in review in the pages of this book. Pa- 
gansand Jews, Mormons and Mohammedans, 
Puritans and Pilgrims, Catholics and Hugue- 
nots, and several Protestant churches receive 
attention, while Martin Luther and John Cal- 
vin, the wrongs of lreland and American 
slavery, are freely discussed. The historical 
review ends with the prophecy that the day 
is not far distant when the human mind. will 
throw off the trammels of religious dogmatism 
and the shackles of political despotism, and 
truth will triumph gloriously, and the free- 
dom of man in all things secular and spiritual 
will be universal. New York: The Truth 
Seeker Company.—Home Journal. 


The records of the southern district of New 
York contain the fullowing entry: 

BE IT REMEMBERED, That on the 8d day of 
November, A D. 1829. in the 64th year of the Inde- 
pendence of the United States of America. ABNER 
KNEELAND, of the said District, hag deposited in 
this office the title of a Book; the right whereof he 
claims a8 author, in the words following, to wit: 

“ A Review of the Evidences of Christianity, in 
&. Series of Lectures, delivered in Broadway Hall, 
To which is prefixed an 
Extract from W.ttepbach's Opuscula on the 
ancient notices of the Jewish Nation, previons to 
the time of Alexander the Great. By Abner Knee- 
land, ‘Prove all things, hold fast that which is 
good.’—Paul.” 


In this book Mr. Kneeland went over the 
so-called evidences of Christianity from the 
days of Christ down through the times of the 
Christian fathers, demolishing them with a 
vigor that has not been exceeded since. The 
work is now in its tenth edition, Mr. Knee- 
land’s successors, Messrs. Seaver and Men- 
dum, having recently published a new one. 
Others bav elaborated the points touched 
upon by the author, but he was sufficiently 
thorough to effect the purpose of the work; 
and ‘‘ Evidences of Christianity ” does for the 
Christian fathers what the ** Age of Reason” 
did for the prophets and apostles; namely, 
throws their testimony out as worthless, and 
demolishes the structure built upon it. 

The second Appendix of the work, being 
twelve pages which originally appeared in 
Vol. I. of the Boston Investigator, is not by 
any means the least interesting part of the 
book. It is made up of some letters addressed 
to the editor of the Trumpet, and givs Mr. 
Kneeland's views on the subject of Marriage, 
which are sufficiently radical to be sensible. 
The appendix also reveals that Mr. Kneeland 
was a spelling reformer. He givs a good 
article in the kind of type that he would like 
to see adopted, and points out that 10 per 
cent is thus saved in space, which would be 
of itself, he says, an object worth gaining, 


| but is *' nothing in comparison with the time 


it would save in learning. children to spell." 
Modern grammarians would say that Mr. 
Kneeland here misuses the word learning for 
teaching, but as he shows evidence of being 
something of a grammarian himself, it is 
probable that the verb learn was so used in 
his day. The present edition contains a like- 
ness of the anthor, and sells for $1. 

In 1831 Mr. Kneeland writes that the 


. work has now been before the public two 


years, during which time two editions hav 
been sold, of five hundred copies each, and 
no attempt has been made either to answer 
its objections or to prove its reasoning false.” 
Fifty-six years later, after ten editions hav 
been issued, and after the author has slept in 
his grave for nearly half a century, the same 
remark holds true. And the reason is the 
same now as then—there is no answer to be 
made save what answer falsehood can make 
to truth. $ 

Soon after Mr. John D. Shaw, of Waco, 
withdrew from the ministry of the Methodist 
church, 6n account of his change of views 
regarding the divine origin of the Christian 
religion, he published a pamphlet, entitled 
* The Bible— What Is It?” In this work he 
went over the whole field suggested by the 
query, giving first thc answers of the ortho- 
dox divines under six heads, which he after- 
ward took up succinctly and tested their 
truthfulness by an examination of the Bible 
itself in the light of reason and history. 
Finding these deflnitions unsatisfactory, the 
last chapter was devoted to a rational solu. 
tion. ‘Two thousand copies (the entire edi- 


*| The Gazetteer would, however, like to see 


| 


Do You Love Jesus? Price, 5 cents. 
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tion) of this little book hav been disposed of 
since 1884, and, as there hav been repeated 
calls for it, he has just issued a revised edi- 
tion, which is now on sale. This pamphlet, 
embodying Mr. Shaw’s ideas regarding the 
Bible, its origin, authority, and of the doc- 
trins founded upon its teachings, is the result 
of long years of thought and patient research. 


Those who are not satisfied to take religion. 


on frust, to believe simply because other 
believed before them, should read this book, 
as it was written by an honest man. It will, 
at least, giv them food for thought, and stim- 
ulate to further inquiry. 

Mr. Shaw has also furnished the Gazetteer 
with a copy of another pamphlet he has just 
published, entitled, ** The Divinity of Christ.” 
Its production came about in this way: In 
July last Rev. W. 8. Black, & Christian min- 
ister, delivered a sermon at Waco, in which 
he set forth his reasons for believing in the 
divinity of Jesus. He subsequently repeated 
the sermon on the Female College lawn on & 
Sunday evening by request. Soon after, a 
large number of citizens of Waco signed a 
written request, addressed to Mr. Shaw, that 
he would reply. As the announcement of 
Mr. Black's sermon on the lawn had been 
previously published in nearly all the 


churches.in the city, and services postponed : 


with a view to giv their congregations an op- 
portunity to hear it, thus showing their 
indorsement, Mr. Shaw acceded to the re- 
quest, and replied at the district court room, 
August 8th, to.à packed house. This pam- 
phlet is that lecture. It is proper to state in 
this connection that Mr. Shaw invited the 
Rev: Mr. Black to be present, and make such 
criticisms of the lecture or propound such 
questions to the speaker as he thought proper, 
but hedid not put inan appearance. The 
Gazetteer will not attempt to review this mas- 
terly effort of Mr. Shaw, which it believes to 
be the most powerful argument against a 
dogma of orthodox Christianity which is the 
very foundation of the whole system that has 
ever appeared in print in so compact a com- 


pass. The argument of prophecy, on which 


Mr. Black dwelt with the most confidence, is 
torn to shreds. It is not surprising that he 
has never attempted to answer Mr. Shaw. 


some clergyman attack this pamphlet. If the 
position taken is not tenable, if Mr. Shaw is 
deceived, we want to know it, and to get all 
the light we can we will agree to to present a 
copy of this pamphlet to any pastor of any 
church in Grayson county who will review 
it in the columns of the Gazetteer, and show 
wherein the author is at fault, in his facts, 
his arguments, or his conclusions.—Denison, 
Texas, Gazetteer. 


L. K. Washbura’s Works. 


Sunday ənd the sabbath. “A law 
regulating human conduct on the Sabbath is 
an impertirence.” Price, 10 cents. 
The False Teaching of the Chris 
-tian Church, “The Thirty-nine 
Articles of the Christian church are thirty- 
nine poor, broken-down opinions." 10 cents. 
The Foolishness of Prayer. “Think 
of a miuister’s praving God to kill grasshop- 
pers; or trying to induce the Deity to under- 
take a crusade of oue against the Colorado 
beetle !” Price, 10 cents, 
Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


Price, 5 cents. 


America’s Debt to Thomas Paine. 


Price, 5 cents. : 
Is Liberalism Moral? Price, 5 cents. 
A Holy Superstition. Price, 5 cents. 
The Workingman's R+ligion. 5 ots. 
Temperance and the Bible. 5 cents. 


Free Religion ; or, the Religious De- 
mand of To-dav, Price,5 cents, 


The Brute God of the Uld Testament. | 


Price, 5 vents. : 
The Kesurrection of Jesus Not 
Prov.d. Price, 5 cents. 


The Pub ie Schoo s and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLUS 


Great Centennial Oration 
ON THE 


Declaration of Independence, 


ALSO THE 
Immortal Document, 


And the National Anthem entitled : 
"LAND OF LIBERTY.” 


Price, 6 cts; 5 copies, 25 cts; 25 copies, $1. ; 


Address Tux TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Tracts. 


Very Cheap Pamphlets. 
We hav on handa m number of the following 


of COLONEL INGERSULL’S pamph’ets, which 


will be disposed of at cust; as fol ows: 
Ingersoll C stechised: 
His Answers to a Number of Vital Questions Pro- 


pounded by the Editor of the ‘San Franciscan ;" 
singly, 3 cents; per dozen, 90 cents; per hundred, 


00, 
" - ORTHODOXY, 


A lecture, fifty-four closely printed large 12mo 
pages, 10 cents; fifteen, $1; and $6 per hundred. 


Civil Rivhts Speech, 

Including the address of Frederick D uglas. fifty. 
three-large octavo pages, singly, 10 cents; fifteen 
for $1; aud $6p r hundred. 

Trie Truth of History, 
This is a comment by Colonel Ingersoll upen 
the religious lies that hav been told about him- 
self, and first made its appearance in these col- 
umns. Price 8 cents; 80 cents per dozen; $2 per 
hundred. E : 
BIBIE IDOLATRY, 
A letter Colonel Ingersoll wrote to the editor of 
the London “Secular Review." Price 3 cents; 30 
cents per doz., or $2 per hundred. ^ 


INGERSOLL ON McGLYNN, 


Being the comments and opinions of Mr. Inger- 
soll upon the fight in the Catholic church between 
the late pastor of 8t. Stephen’s and hia employer, 
the pope. Price 3 cents; 80 cents per doz., or $2 
per hundred. . 

We suggest that these be purchased in qusnti- 
ties, and given away to Christians, and ıt is with 
that not unreasonable exp. ctation that the prices 
hav been placed 8o low. ` 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 La ayette P1., New York. 


W.S BECL'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Conflict between Christianity 
and Civilization. 


PRICE, - - - - - .  I150ENTS. 


It is a stunner; concise, scholarly, and good.— 
M. E. Billings. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 


PRICE, 15 CENTS. 
Accept my thanka for your excellent and u 1 
discourse. ames Parton, en oe 
Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Han,—T, B. Wakeman. 
A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. Itisa very. 
ren paper, and deserves wide dissemination,—The 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTS. 


‘The number of heads under which you hav 
divided the.subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which each point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. | Therefore 
{take great pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition ” to the consideration of every person 
who ig interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self-zovernment.— 
J, JMcOsbe. i 


Prine 15 cents. For gale at thia affine, 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


Saints and Sinners. 10 cents. 
The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price,$1.25. CoNTENTS: 
Section I. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section If, What it 
Owes to Mohammedamsm, Section ITE, Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors, Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eig teenth Centuries. Sec” 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


Serularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22pagesin cover. Price, 10 cts, 


Christan Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the ‘Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh, Con- 
tents : The Origin of Christianity; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
-Duties. Price. 75 cts. 


The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are pablished at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS BACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible: Freethought and 
Modern Progress: Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization : Philosophy of Becu- 
larism; Science and Bible Antagonistic; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all of 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


KERSEY GRAVES’S WORKS, 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cents. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thorsand biblical errors in science, history, 
mor ils, religion, and general eventa, Also a 
deli ieation of the characters of the principal 
pereonnges of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrine. Price, $1 75. 


The World's Sixteen Crucified Say- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ, 


Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of all the doctrines, principies, precepts, 
and miracles of the Christian New Testament 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
bistory of sixteen oriental crucified gods, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


THE TRUTH SV* KFR ANNUAT, 


Price, 25 cents. 


M 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, OCTOBER 1, 1887. 


ese 


Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


OALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
OANADA. 

- W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Olappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
e COLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 

M IDAHO. f i 
A. Erwin, Murray. 


ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. ` 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. - 
; : KANSAS, 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 


MAINE. - 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
. Mills). ; - 


MASSAOHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MIOHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. DUE 
: &. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. - 3 
. Chas. Sach, 138 3. Division St., Grand Rapids. 
Swan & Uo.. 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOUHI. . 
Phillip Roeder, 822 O ive st., 8t. Louis. 
E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 
Laag & Uo., 709 Olive st., 3t. Louis. 
NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YOBK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 865 Monroe st.. Brooklyn 
H. Adler, cor. Essex & Grand sts., New York. 
OHIO. 
N. Hexter, 308 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 


OREGON, 
B. F. Hyland, 


Corvallis. . 
! PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spriag Garden st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
'W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 

Cel ` TENNESSEE. 
Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 

. TEXAS. 

L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 


T UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 
. Henry Booth, Stockton. 
l , ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


Robt. G. Ingersoll’s 


OPENING SPRECH TO THE JURY 


jn the suit of the 
Bankers’ and Merchants’ 
graph Company 
against the ; 
Western Union Telegraph Company 
So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that Tug TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 


supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


YRY-SQUARE; 
OR, 


The Church of Practical Religion. 


BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pu'pit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise, The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about ıt to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. : 


For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. i 


S. P. Putnam’s Works. 


Tele- 


The Problem of the Universe, and i 


Its Scientific Solution, with some Oritioisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri 
oan Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 ota. 
“ A prose epic of the war, rieh with incident 
and dramatic power ; breezy from first page ta 
last with the living spirit of to-day.”~John 
Suinton’s Paper. : 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In. 

. fideland the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 

Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with- extraordi. 
nary beauty."—Dr. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1; 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance ol 
Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 

Why Don’t He Lend a Hand, and 
other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 

Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 


version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 


cents, 
For all of the above addreas 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


Natural and. SNeientifle Methods of 


Unrivaled in Tone, 


No 


E FACTORY & WAREROOMS, 
Is 


Cor. 87th St. So Third AY 
Col. Kelso’s Works. 


The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 


` hammer Logic unsurpassed.” 8vo., 833pp., 
silk cloth, $3. s 
De- 


Deity Analyzed and the: Devil's 

fense. A thorough analysis of the 

. claims for the existence of the B:ble deity, and 

an examination in verse of the charges ganer- 

ally brought against his Satanic majesty. 
12mo, 406pp., +1.50. 


Spiritualism Sustained; This work 
goes not 80 far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Oloth, 12m0, 345pp., $1. f ` 


Infidel Death Beds. 
By G. W. FOOTE. 
Price, . T. > - 25 cents. 
Address-THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
: -— BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
HOW TO STRENGTHEN | secretary of the American Bexular Union, 
THE MEMORY; 


OB, 


e b] 
eo 


New York. 


SOCIAL WEALTH. 
The Sole Factors and HEract Ratios tn Its 
Acquirement and. Apportionment. 

By J. K. INGALLS. ` 
Price, Cloth, E E $100, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER 


DEATH IMPROBABLE. 
By L. R. SMITH. 
Pamphlet, 82pp., 12mo, - Price, 10 cents. 
Published and for sale by 


: THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
THE 


NEW GOD. 


Price 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CoMPANY. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 


12mo, 160 pp. - -= = = $100 anonymous, it is now known to be the work of W. 
one of our ablest correspondents. More 


r H. 
Address THE TRUTH SREKDR Rk. | than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cenis. 


r sale at this office. 


Never Forgetting. 
By M. L. HOLBROOK, M.D. 


THE, 
7r 


[ruth Seeker Annual] 


— AND — 


dfreethinhers' Almanac, | 
1887. 


(E. M. 287.) 


+WITH + ILLUSTRATIONS. + 
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Calendar for 1887, - - - - : 1 
Freethought in the United States, 1886, - 
Liberty. Address by Grover Cleveland, 
The Coming Dawn. By D. Louis Bodge, 
Freethought Abroad, LC mS Bl eR 
Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the 
States and Territories of the United States, 
The Right to Testify. By F. M, Holland, 


The American Secular Union. By Samuel P. 
Putnam, - : a » - . = 


The Parson. A Story. By Si Slokum, 


S——S——— SI 


YES CS EE 


——,9————— 


NEW YORK: 


N NU A 
3 SN Y 


PRICE, 25 CENTS 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Trut& 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rate 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Ear 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wm. HENRY 
Buse. Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office. 


PAINE'S AGE OF KEASON. 


The Greatest of aii Anti-Bibii- 
eal Works, : 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


The Author-Hero of the Revolution." 
Price, Single Copies, conte Six copies for 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Grea 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more suck 
flaming arguments . . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa 
ration.” : 

Price, 35 cents, 


For either of these works or any of Paine' 
writings, Address THE RUTH SEEKER. 


VOLT AIRES ROMANCES, 


OONTENTS : 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.-- Zadig 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princes. 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowus. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas,— 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the White 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Audres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—AÀ Conversation 
With a Chinese,—Plato's Dream,—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India, 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid paper, With 67 
opgravings, Price, cloth, beveled boards, $2.00. 
Hnit calf or half morocco, marbled edges, $4.00, 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


THE DAWNING. 


A NOVEL. 


“Oh, heaven! Apollo is once more among the 
herdsmen of Admetus, and the herdsmen know 
not it is the Sun-god !” 


An octavo volume of nearly 400 pages, bound 
cloth. Price, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Co, 
28 Lutayotte Piace, New York 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 


From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION. 
Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


WORKS OF O. B. WHITFORD, M.D, 
Christianity a Reward for Crime. 
À Authenticated by the Bible. 
Paper, 12mo, 29 pages, - - - 


10c. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 
Paper, 12mo, 47 pages, - - - 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 250. 


15e 


A Masonic Vindication of Right. 
A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 86 pages, - - =- >» 

Addres THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

28 Lafayette Pl.. New York, 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America, 


BY A CAPITALIST, 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy foi 
poverty, vice, and crime. 1t deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how 1t is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remedy, the author thinks. is in communal life, 
and he has drawn & vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it will be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. 


Puper,50c; cloth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


OR, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


Be. 


BY: 
H.J. SEIGNEURET, 
: Secularist. 
Price, - = - - 10 cents. 
HISTORY 
OF THE 


INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 
By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 


Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
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Hews of the Week. 


RESEAROH fails. to discover the enormous 


THE ORDER OF CREATIONS 


Discussion Between 
Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, 
Linton, Reville, 


and brilliant meteor reported to hav flown On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. : 


athwart the sky of New England, and to hav 
grounded at McAdam Junction, N. B., close i 
to the Maine state line. The contention now | 
is that the meteor fell in the sea. 


Snow fell in Maine on 


OONTENTS: 


. E, Gladstone. 
. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 
preters of Nature. By Prof. uxley. 


| II. n. Pee to Solar Mythe. By Prof. Max 


the 25th. 


SMALL-Pox has ap- 


peared, and is spreading, 


ou Staten Island, a few 


miles from New York 
city. 


Tae New York Cen- 
tral Labor Union is di- 
vided on the question 
-whether it shall protest 
against hanging the 
Anarchists. 

ABovT 50,000 German 
citizens will be repre- 
sented at a convention 
to be held in Albany, 
October 6th, to ask the 
legislature for a less strin- 
gent Sunday law. 

GEORGE Franois TRAIN 
and Herr Most made 


rebel ty 


A jintla Lin sit (hu, hes. 


speeches at Webster 
Hall, this city, Sunday 
evening, in behalf of the 


Chicago Anarchists, and 
raised nearly two hun- 
dred dollars for their 
defense. 

A 8TEAMER from Naples 


brought ‘eight cases of 


cholera to New York last 
week. 'Two of the pa- 


tients hav died, and 
others are likely to. No. 
danger of the disease 
spreading is appre- 
hended. 


Lasr Saturday 1,281 immigrants landed at 
this port. 


Five Chicago courts granted one hundred 
divorces on the 24th inst. 


Jenny Linp (Mme. Otto Goldschmidt), the 
celebrated singer, is very sick in London. 


Tne Saturday half-holiday has been gener- 
ally discontinued by the mercantil branch of 
trade in New York. 


Tux. Rev. William F. Davis has spent sev- 
eral weeks in jail for preaching on Boston 
Common without a permit. 


Jacos SnanP's appeal for a new trial has 
been denied, and unless a stay is granted he 
will go to the state prison at once. 


Tue wife of Anarchist Parsons was arrested 
last week for distributing circulars asking aid 
for the condemned men. She was released 
upon her own recognizance until the judge 
could read the circular and pass upon its 
legal status. 


Henry G&onGE addressed the Anti-Poverty 
Society Sunday night. He said that the 
movement was now taking the form of a 
religious revival, though not so much with 
the intention of fitting men for heaven as to 
bring heaven upon earth. 


Mr. JacoB Kirmarw, of Baltimore, has 
sailed for Europe with the avowed intention 
of whipping Mr. James Smith, champion 
pugilist of England. His reward will be 
fame, fortune, and a diamond belt. The 
meeting will take place in Spain. 


On September 22d the negroes of Jackson, 
Miss., celebrated the anniversary of their 
emancipation from slavery. More than 5,000 
colored people participated in the festivities. 
On the same day some 2,000 people of his 
own race gave Fred Douglas a reception at 
Washington, D. C. 


FiNANOIERS hav of late complained of a 
severe stringency in the money market, and 
to relieve it the t-easury department offers to 
purchase $14,000,000 worth of United States 
bonds between September 22d and October 
8th. The order is generally deemed a good 
one so far as it goes. 


MNasoN, the revivalist, who was- mobbed 
and driven out of Park Ridge, N. J., is back 
in that town. The leader of the mob, Sun- 
day-School Superintendent Leach, is away on 
a vacation, and when he returns it is expected 
that hostilities will be resumed. Several in- 
dictments are out against persons concerned 
in the lynching affair. 


IV. Proom to Genesis : : A Plea ‘for & Fair Trial. 


By Hon, W. E. Gladstone, ~ 


. Dawn of Oreation. An Answer to Mr. Glad- 


stone. By Albert Reville, 


.D. 
“VI, Mr, Gladstone and Genesis. By Prof. T. H. 


Huxley. 
Mi “A A Protest anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 


 Thisi isa.new book and contains the latest discus- - 
. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. By Hon. sion on the mistakes of Moses. 


participants are a guarantee of its able character. 
Price, paper, 59 cents; cloth. 75 cents, 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl..New York. 
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Gems of Ghaunght. 
. RELIGIONS seem to act to make evemies of the 
human race, Every individual is certain that he 
lhas the truth—that his religion is direotly from 
‘God. Of course all devotees of other systems are 
believing a falsehood, and consequently are ene- 
mies of God, deserving castigation and death,— 
—D. M. Bennett, 


Axax ought to be the hero and model of all phi- 
; losophers, for, as the poet 
ALL {it EES sings, “ The prayer of Ajax 


was for light."—Hare’s 
Guesses at Truth Goethe’s 
last words, as he looked 
on the setting sun, were, 
** Light ! light! more light!" 
Garibaldi’s last words, as 
he noticed a little bird 
alight on the window-sill of 
of his bed-room, were, ** Oh, 
how beautiful itis!" And 
he was an Infidel, and cared 
no More for pope of Rome 
than an old horse cares for 
his mother.—Hylax, 


GREEK words and Latin 
words are fino things; but 
they cannot hide the empti- 
ness and lowness of many 
who employ them. —Carlyle. 


Two infants reasoning in 
the womb abont the nature 
of this hfe might be no uu- 
handsome type of two men 
reasoning here about the 
life that is to come,—sStr 
Thomas Br: wne. 


A wise man proportions 
hia belief to the evidence.— 
Hume, 


Tur simple believeth 
every word: but the prudent 
man looketh well to his 


going.—Proverbs xiv. 15. 


Never tell me that shame 


is the companion of guilt— 


the sinful knave is never 80 
ashamed of himself as is 


A ROW OVER THE IMAGES. 
And Jacob was wroth and chode with Laban, etc.—Gen. xxxi, 36. 


Qddi and Ends. 


TAKING a baby to church does the baby no good, 
and 18 a cause of immorality in others, 


Boston is still evoluting. They now put men in 


'| jail there for preaching without a license. 


THE proper study of mankind is man. There is 
more fup, though, in studying woman, But it 
doesn’t do any good, Youcan't make her out. 


No matter how good a character a deacon may 
hav, he cannot put a five dollar bili in the plate 
which he has just passed,and make change for 
himself without arousing the suspicions of the 
congregation. 


Isaac Simon and David Abrams having failed 
recently in St. Louis, the Presbyterians of tbat 
city will hav to rely on outside assistance to cum- 
piete the new Bibie house, 

WayBack man : '* All this talk about the benefits 
of high license is nonsense. What I want to see 
in Omaha is Prohibition.” Omaha man: “It 
‘can't be enforced." “No matter, I'll never rest 
until we get Probibition," * Are you a temper- 
ance orator?” '' Well no, I keep the only drug 
store at Rum Crossivg.” 


A LITTLE Albany girl who was watching her 
father putting " slug shot” on some potato plants 
the other day to kill the bngs asked him if God 
made potato bugs, He replied that he did, when 
she puzz ed him by the question: “ Well, why 
didn’t he make them eat those nasty thistles and 
leave the potatoes alone ?" 


“I pow'T dare club him,” said a little girl yes- 
terday when told to punish her pug dog with a 
club because he had jurt snapped at her, “I 
don’t dare club him. He might bite me, and then 
I would hav hydrotoxicon.” This little girl had 
been reading the papers lately, and in some way 
got Pasteur mixed up with swill milk, 


** GooD-NIGHT, mamma,” raid little Frank, as he 
put his little brown head on the pillow. Mamma 
stood at the door ready to go downstairs. *'Goo?- 
night, mamma. Will the little small voice I hear 
in the night hurt me?” “No, my darling.” "Its 
God's voice, isn't 1t, Mamma?” * Yes, my dar- 
ling.” “The minister said it was, didn’t he 
mamma?” ‘Yes, love.” ‘* Was it God's voice that 
said ‘ s‘cat, scat,’ under the window last night?” 


HOW MH. BERRESCHOFF WAB REBUKED BY A GOOD 
PRIEST IN NAPLES, 

James Herreschuff, one of the remarkable 
family of blind boat-bnilders of that name of 
Bristol, R. L, is in this city. He bas recently 
made an extended European trip, visiting out-of- 
the-way places, and avoiding the beaten lines of 
travel and tourists’ hotels, Hetells a clever story 
about 2 priest at Naples, 

Mr. Herreschoff went to dine at & little cafe in 
tbe suburbs overlooking tbe bay of Naple«, With 
his dinner he drank 1be common red wine of the 
country, the same as the peasants drink. Opposit 
him sat an old, fat. jolly, clean-shaven priest, who 
was drinking white wine. He gazed upon Mr. 
Herreschoff in sorrow, and at last said: * My son, 
my son, look not upon wine when it is red, when 
it giveth its color to the cup," and, pausing to giv 
his words effect, he feelingly added, * Drink white 
wine; as I do |? 


HOLDING BACK A TRAIN FOR A DARNED PREACHER. 


Once when the Rev, T. DeWitt Talmage was on 
&lecturing tour he missed his train at Toledo, 
He found that by taking another train he could 
catch the train he wanted at a certain junction if 
the first train conld be got to wait half an hour. 
The reverend gentleman is not over-bashful, and 
he considers that the great name of Talmage 
ought to stop any train on the American conti- 
nent; 80 he telegraphed to the genéral manager of 
the other road : . 

Please hold train at Muggerville Junction till 
express arrives, TALMAGE. 

The reverend gentlemau reached the junction 
and he found the traiu waiting for him. When 
the general manager of tbat particular road met 
Manager Talmage, of the Wabash Railroad, ne 
said : ' You found that train all right at Mugger- 
ville Junction ?” 

* What train 2” 

* Why, the train you telegraphed me to hold.” 

* I never sent any such message.” 

The manager showed him the dispatch. “Oh,” 
said the Wabash man, as light broke in on him, 
“that must hav been the Kev. DeWitt Talmage, of 
New York.” 

“Great Scott 1? cried the other in disgust, * and 
to think that I held a train for half an hour for a 
darned New York preacher !” 


PAT’S EXPERIENCE AT A METHODIST CLASS MEETING. 


The old style of Methodist class meetings has 
not exactly gone into “innocuous desuetude ” in 
Texas, but it 18 not as prevalent as it was in 
t oiden times,” Then you would find one going 
on every Sunday morning, and every school-house 
or church in each small town, city, hamlet, or 
neighborhood had its class meeting or “ experi- 
ence meetin’” as they were more frequently 
called. And the habit of getting together and 
telling each other of their shortcomings and of 
their trialy and temptations and general moral 
life had a good effect and seemed to make every 
one better, and encouraged them, and showed 
them. that there were others who sympathized 
with them in every trial and rejoiced with them in 
triumph. One morning, not far from where now 


stands the flourishing town of Kyle, strolling. 


Trishman found himself seated in a little shed 
roof house listening to the experience of a lot of 
the faithful. Of course, Mike was astonished, a d 
listened along in silent wonder, till a young 
brother got up who was rather bashful, and be- 
gan: 
“I hav married me a wife, brethren, and—” 
“The divil he hav !" said Mike, which caused a 
momentary titter; but the young brotuer recov- 
ered and continued : 
‘I’ve married me a wife, and Jam glad to say 
she is a daugi:ter of the Lord.” 
Mike couid stand no more. He shouted: 
* Arrah ! sit down, ye galoot ! Sure, yell niver 
see your father-in-law,” 
Amid a roar Mike was put out. He took it for a 
political speaking. 


DID. JESUS CHRIST RISE FRON 
THE DEAD? 
The Evidences for the Resurrection Tried 
and Found Wanting. 
By saladin, 


PRICE, - 95 CENTS, . 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


the innocent fool who suf- 
fers by him.— Bulwer, 


How is a man ever to bea 
man who cannot think out 
his best thoughta and sat- 
isfy all true desires of his 
nature? But the whole 
snbjectiv philosophy of the popular religion is in 
the interests of s^mething separate from a com- 
plete manhood. Even men who woüld like to be 
considered scholarly talk about the importance of 
“saving one’s soul” in distinction from the com- 
plete development of manhood, They obtain their 
conception of '"*soul-saving? from the old philos- 
ophy of a narrow distinction between mind 
and body, & philesophy in which matter 
was considered sinful in itself, and the soul 
alone of importance.—S. J. Stewart. (NoTE.— 
The idea of the utter sinfulness of matter 
is of Indian origin, but it was strongly em- 
braced by Plato, whose influence planted it in 
Alexaudria, and fixed it in the minds of some of 
the Christian fathers. Among our forefathers, 
and, to some extent, among ourselva, the idea of 
*  soul-saving ? has been perpetuated by a miscon- 
ception of the words of Jesus, ** What isa man 
profited if be shall gain the whole world and lose 
his own soul? or what sball a man giv for 
his soul?” (Matt, xvi, 26). Even our timid re- 
visers bav seen that the words do not necessarily 
bear any such import. for they hav translated the 
passage thus: “ What shall a man be profited if 
he sball gain the whole world and forfeit his life? 
or what shall a man givin exchange for his hfe?” 
Bat the old text will be kept sounding in the ears 
of the people for many & day. It is too valuable 
to be surrendered to any mere demand of scholar- 
ship.—Hylax]. 


LET our unceasing, earnest prayer 

Be, too, for light -for strength to bear 

Our portion of the weight of care 

That crushes into dumb despair 
One-half the human race. 


O suffering, sad humanity I 

O ye afflicted ones who lie 

Steeped to the lips in misery, 

Longing and yet afraid to die, 
Patient, though sorely tried, 


I pledge you in this cup of grief, 
Where floats the fennel’s bitter leaf, 
The battle of our hfe is brief, 
The alarm, the struggle. the relief, 
Then sleep we side by side, f 
—Longfellow's Goblet of Life, 


THERE is another element of our happiness 
which springs from the fact that we do not know 
the future. How large a part of the pleasnre of © 
life is shattered and blighted by our unreasonable 
anticipation of coming evil! How much happi- 
ness would be lost if you knew that you were to be 
sick to-morrow; that a friend was to be stricken. 
down ; that a mercantil venture was to go awry: 
that this or that evil was to come? You would 
hav no heart for the smile and laughter and sun- 
shine of to-day, glad and bright though it might 
be, if you were overshadowed with the cloud of a 
certain misfortune that was to come on the mor- 
row.-- M. J. Savage. 


Gop knows I’m no’ the thing I should be, 
Nor am I even the thing I could be, 
But twenty times, I rather would be 
An Atheist clean, 
Than under gospel colors hid be 
Just fora screen. —Burns, 


TRUTH and falsehood are like the -ron and clay 
in the toes of Nebuchadnezzar's image; they may 
cleave, but they wil not ncorporate.—Bacon's 
Essays 
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THE NIGHTMARE OF SUPERSTITION. 


Christianity, like a hideous dream, has tortured mankind for over eighteen centuries. 


dilofes and Clippings. 


Miss PHogsE W. CouziNs has been installed 
in office as United States marshal at St. Louis, 
Mo. She is the first female marshal known 
to history. 


Dr. PARKER, the English clergyman, 
preached in Plymouth pulpit last Sunday. 
His sermon, as reported, was much like one 
of Mr. Beecher’s with the best things left out. 


In the superstition of sailor men, says the 
New York Sun, there is a connection be- 
tween white horses and preachers. Both are 
believed to bring bad luck to the vessel car- 
rying them. 

Tux Minneapolis Tribune says: “Mr. J. F. 
Wright, who advertised in the Tribune for a 
wife about a year ago, is now the proud father 
of a bouncing boy. Our advertising rates 
can be ascertained by inquiry at the count- 
ing-room.” 


Tur Union, of Manchester, N. H., charges 

` that the worst places of prostitution in that 

city are owned by church-members who 

‘‘are not ignorant of the purposes to which 

they are put,” and says that there is no 

clergyman in Manchester who dares to deal 
with the evil boldly. 

‘Tue Rev. Adirondack Murray, whose spe- 
cialty is fish stories, crossed the line into 
Canada the other day and came back crest- 
fallen. Of the lying capacity of the French 
Canadian he says: ‘‘ There is a childish en- 
thusiasm about it that captivates you. 
smiles as he lies. He lays his hand on his 
heart; he lifts his eyes upward; he embel- 


He| 


lishes- his little lie with saintly allusions; he 
lies as if he believed his own lie." 


Tur Progressiv Labor party, comprising 
the excommunicated portion of the George 
party, nominated John Swinton for secretary 
ofstate, but Mr. Swinton declared that he 
was too tired to accept the nomination, and 
Mr. J. Edward Hall was substituted. T. B. 
Wakeman, Esq.,is the party's nominee for 
attorney general. 


Tur vestry of St. John’s church in Bliz- 
abeth, N. J., has examined the charges 
against the Rev. Mr. Glazebrook, accused of 
improper conduct with Miss Foote, of Dur- 
ham, Conn., and has ‘‘ vindicated " him, and 
he will be retained in the pulpit of that 
church. The vestrymen evidently realize the 
prestige a church gains from having a pastor 
with a reputation. 


Lovise MionEr, the famous French Com- 
munist, is said at last to hav crossed the 
boundary into insanity, or, at least, into 
aberration. Her publishers are refusing to 
print her books, her health is broken, and she 
is, it is said, likely to be left to starve if her 
pen and tongue fail her. As à rule, except in 
revolutionary districts, she is now hooted at 
and ill-treated, it is said, when she speaks. 


Tux Anti-Poverty party is holding a fair in 
this city, and the women of the party are 
going about soliciting subscriptions. One of 
them called on Archbishop Corrigan with her 
subscription book, and he took the book from 
her by force, and rebuked her. severely, 
saying she was liable to excommunication for 
attending Dr. McGlynn's meetings; which 
may very likely be true, but it hardly justified 
the archbishop in stealing her book. 


Mz. Joun BnienT, the English statesmen, 
in a letter published September 29th, con- 
demns the Compulsory Vaccination act, and 
predicts the failure of the compulsory system. 
He advises that leniency be shown toward 
those opposed to vaccination. 


` Tux annual convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal diocese of New York was held last 
week. The most important business, to the 
beneficiary at least, was the raising of Bishop 
Potter's salary to $12,500,.in return for 
which the bishop gave the brethren & con- 
vivial entertainment at the new headquarters 
at 29 Lafayette Place, opposit Tur TRUTH 
SEEKER office. The affair was evidently ex- 
clusiv, a8 no one from this office was invited 
over. 


SvooEssFUL experiments hav recently been 
made in New York harbor with Lieutenant 
Zalinski’s dynamite gun. The weapon is 
sixty feet long, eight-inch bore, charged with 
compressed air instead of powder, and 
throws twenty-pound dynamite shells a dis- 
tance of a mile and a half. In the recent ex- 
periment in the presence of government offi- 
cers an old schooner standing head on and low 
in the water a mile away was totally wrecked 
at the second shot, the first one having gone 
wide of its mark. 


Tur new College of Physicians and Sur- 
geons, which W. H. Vanderbilt gave s half 
million dollars to bui!d, at the corner of 
Fifty-ninth street and Tenth avenue, this city, 
was opened on the 29th ult. In writing & 
letter upon the subject Mayor Hewitt says: 
“I am glad to say that the world more and 
more comes to the opinion that superfluous 
wealth is a public trust, and when this view 


is acted upon by those who hav control of 
such wealth, we shall hear less of the suffer- 
ings of the poor, and of the antagonism which 
is believed to exist, but never can, between 
labor and capital.” Mr. Hewitt givs evidence 
of having read Auguste Comte on the ‘‘ moral- 
ization of wealth.” 


Tur Dublin Union asserts that since Jan- 
uary 1, 1887, the Irish National League has 
received subscriptions amounting to £31,000, 
of which sum it has doled out only £4,700 
to the entire tenantry of Ireland. The bal- 
ance, the Union says, has not been accounted 
for. 


CorLEOToR MAGONE, boss of the New York 
custom house, has taken a novel and in- 
genious way to oust Republican employees 
under the form of a civil service examination. 
All the present clerks are.to be examined for 
promotion, and those who fail to pass satis- 
factorily will be discharged. To this end the 
Republican clerks are kept in the dark, while 
the Democrats, it is said, are being furnished 
with such light as will make their calling and 
election sure. 


ArT a recent seance in Rochester by a me- 
dium from Brooklyn, several written com- 
munications, purporting to come from the 
spirit-world, were handed out from the cab- 
inet. Six of the notes in which the chirogra- 
phy seemed to be the most dissimilar were 
submitted to experts in the matter of hand- 
writing. Both of the experts agreed that not 
more than two persons wrote the notes, and 
one of them was inclined to think that all 
were written by the same hand. A pencil 
drawing purporting to be a portrait of Jean 
Ingelow represented her as a man. 
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Communications. 


The Bible of Nature; or, The Principles of. 
2 ` Secularism. 
A CONTRIBUTION TO THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE. 
BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 
Author of “ Physical Education,” “The Secret of the East,” etc. 


I.—Morat Maxims. 
CHAPTER XI —JUSTICE. . 
A.—-Lessons of Instinct. 


Moral philosophers have long conjectured the dis- 
tinction between natural and conventional duties; 
and only the full recognition of that distinction can 
reconcile the conflicting views on the natural basis of 
ethics. On the other baud, the defenders of the 
theory of “ Intuitive Morality” claim the'existence of 
an innate moral conscience, common to all nations 
and ail stages of social development, while, on the 
. Other hand, we hear it as confidently asserted that 
the standards of virtue are mere standards of expedi 
ence, and vary with circumstances as fashions vary 
with seasons and climates. There is no doubt, for. 
instance, that religious bigotry has begot a sort 
of factitious conscience, shrinking from the mere 
idea of devuting the seventh day of the week to 
hysical recreations, while the devotees of the joy- 
oving gods of paganism thought it a solemn duty to 
celebrate their holidays with festive revels. Mar- 
riage between persons of adventitious relationship 
(such as widows and their surviving brothers-in law) 
is probibited by the statutes of one creed, and not 
only ranctioned, but distinctly-enjoined, by those of 
another. Speculative dogmas that would deeply 
shock the followers of Abd el Wahab are tolerated in 
Constantinople and venerated in Rome. 

But such contrasts diminish, and at last disappear, 
as we turn our attention from conventional to essen- 
tial duties. A Mussulman bigot, who would slay his 
son for drinking wine in honor of a supplementary 
god, would agree with the worshipers of that god 
that theft is a crime and benevolence a virtue. The 
innkeepers of Palermo obey their church and spite 
heretics by selling meat in June, but not in March. 
The innkeepers of El Medina spite unbelievers and 
honor the Koran by selling meat in March, but not 
in June. The Buddhist innkeepers of Lassa sell 
only salt meat, imported from China, and spite 
Infidels by refusing to kill a cow under any circum- 
stances. But Sicilians, Thibetans, and Arabs would 
agree that no innkeeper should be permitted to spite 
a personal enemy by salting his meat with arsenic. 
Nations that totally disagree in their notions of pro- 
priety, in matters of taste, and in their bias of 
religious prejudice, will nevertheless be found to 
agree on the essential standards of humanity and 
justice. The “instinct of equity,” as Leibnitz calls 
the sense of natural justice, has been still better 
defined as the “instinct of keeping contracts.” A 
state of Nature is not always a state of equal rights. 
Skill, strength, and knowledge enjoy the advantage 
of superior power in the form of manifold privileges, 
but the expediency of “keeping contracts” naturally 

` recommends itself as the only safe basis of social 
intercourse. Those contracts need not always be 
specified by written laws. They need not even be 
formulated in articulate speech. Their obligations 
are tacitly recognized as a preliminary of any sort of 
‘social cooperation, of any sort of social concomitance. 
“Give every man his due;” “Pay your debts; 
“Give if you would receive,” are international 
maxims, founded on the earliest impressions of social 
instinct, rather than on the lessons of social science 
or of preternatural revelation. The first discoverers 
of the South Sea Islands were amazed by a license of 
sexual intercourse that seemed to exceed the grossest 
burlesques of French fiction; but they were almost 
equally surprised by the scrupulous exactness of 
commercial fair-dealing observed by.those incontinent 
children of Nature. An islander, who had agreed to 
-pay three bagsful of yam roots for a common pocket- 
knife, delivered two bagsful (all his canoe would hold) 
before the evening of the next day, and received his 
knife, as the sailors had about all the provisions they 
could use. But the next morning. in trying to leave 
the coast by tacking against a fitful breeze, they were 
overtaken by a canoe, containing a desperately-row- 
ing savage and that third bag of yam-roots. The 
traveler Chamisso mentions a tribe of Siberian fisher- 
men who boarded his sbip to deliver a harpoon 
which former visitors had forgotten in their winter- 
camp. Theft, according to the testimony even of 
their Roman adversaries, was almost unknown among 
the hunting-tribes of the primitive German wood 
lands. The natives of San Salvador received their 
Spanish invaders with respectful hospitality, and 
scrupulously abstained from purloining, or even 
touching, any article of their ship-stores; and a 
similar reception welcomed their arrival in Cuba and 
- San Domingo, the natives being apparently unable 
` to conceive the idea that their guests could repa 


good with evil. “Fair play” is the motto of boyish 


sports in the kraals of Kaffir-land, not less than 
on the recese-ground of Eton College. .A rudimentary 
sense of justice manifests itself even among social 
animals. A baboon who wantonly attacks an in- 
offensive fellow-ape is liable to get mobbed by the 
whole troop. A nest-robbing hawk has to beat an 
immediate retreat under penalty of being attacked 
by all the winged neighbors and relatives of his 
victims. Dogs that will endure the most inhuman 
methods of training are not apt to forgive an act of 
gratuitous cruelty. They may resign themselves to 
a system of consistent severity, but refuse to submit 
to evident injustice. 
B.—REWARDS OF CONFORMITY. 

Justice is the royal attribute of noble souls; the 
most inalienable crown of their prestige. Men who 
would defy the power of superior strength, or envy 
and depreciate the superior gifts of genius, will do 
unbidden homage to the majesty of superior justice. 
“ Mars is a tyrant,” says Plutarch, in the epilogue oi 
* Demetrius," “but justice is the rightful sovereign ol 
the world.” “The things which kings receive from 
heaven are not machines for taking towns, or ships 
with brazen beaks, but law and justice; these they 
are to guard and cultivate. And it is not the most 
warlike, the most violent and savguinary, but: the 
justest of princes, whom Homer calls the disciple ot 
Jupiter.” History. has more than once confirmed 
that test of supremacy. The reputation of incor- 
ruptible integrity alone has made poor princes, and 
even private citizens, the arbiters of nations: 

King Hieron of Syracuse thus arbitrated the dis- 
putes of his warlike neighbors. Plato, Phocion. 
Philopoemen, Cato, and Abencerrage (Ibn Zerrag) 
settled international quarrels which the sword had 
failed to decide. The prestige of uprightness has 
made honor almost a synonyme of an “ honorable,” , e. 
honest, reputation. The commercial integrity of 
Hebrew mercbants has overcome race-jealousies and 
religious prejudices, and in America the worship of 
wealth does not prevent an upright judge from rank- 
ing high above a wealthier, but less scrupulous, at- 
torney. 

The consciousness of a just cause is an advantage 
which, more than once, has outweighed a grievous 
disadvantage in wealth and power. It biased the 
fortune of war in the battles of Leuctra and Lodi; it 
enabled the Scythian herdsmen to annihilate the 
veterans of King Cyrus, and the Swiss peasants to 
rout the chivalry of Austria and Burgundy. A just 
cause enlists sympathy, and, as a bond of union, sur- 
passes the value of common interests, which a slight 
change of circumstances is apt to turn into cónfliet- 
ing interests and di agreement. Strict adherence to 
the principles of political equity has preserved small 
states in the midst of powerful neighbors, whose 
greed of conquest is restrained by their hesitation to 
incur the odium of wanton aggression. . Belgium, 
Holland, and Denmark have thus preserved their 
national independence in Europe, as Japan and 
Acheen in the Hast. In Central Africa the honesty 
and simplicity of the agricultural Ethiopians has 
proved a match for the cunning of the predatory 
Moors, who constantly pillage their neighbors, but as 
constantly quarrel about the division of their spoils, 


‘and, in the vicissitudes of their civil wars, have again |. 


and again been obliged to purchase the al.iance of 
the despised “ heathen.” 

The practical advantages of integrity has been 
recognized in the proverbial wisdom of all nations, 
but are not confined to the affairs of commercial in- 
tercourse. In the long run, honesty is the “best 
policy,” even in avocations where the perversion of 
justice may seem to promise a temporary advantage. 
A lawyer who refuses to defend a wealthy knave 
against a poor plaintiff, will gain in self-respect, and 
u-timately also in professional reputation, more than 
he has lost in direct emoluments. A politician who 
refuses to resort to chicanes may miss the chance of 
a short-lived triumph, but will sow a seed of prestige 
sure to.ripen its eventual harvest. 

0.—PERVERSION. 

Justice, in the pristine pagan sense of the word, 
was too natural and too manly a virtue to find much 
favor with the whining moralists of Antinaturalism. 
The truth which a modern philosopher has condensed 
in the sarcasm that “an honest god is the noblest 
work of man,” was recognized already by the ancient 
historian who observed that “every nation makes its 
gods the embodiments of its own ideals,” though, 
happily, it is not always true that “no worshiper is 
better than the object of his worship.” To some de- 
gree, however, the moral standards of the Mediter 
ranean pagans were undoubtedly prejudiced by the 
lewd propensities of their Olympians, and it is equally 
certain that the extravagant injustice of Christian 
fanatics can be partly explained, as well as condoned, 
by the moral characteristics of their dogma-God. 
According to the accepted doctrine of the Middle 
Ages, the administrative principles of that God 
seemed to imply a degree of moral perversity which 
even the poetic license of a saner age would have hes- 
itated to ascribe to a fiend. The same deity whom 
the creed of the Galilean church makes the omniscient 


y | creator of alli the physical and moral instincts of 


human nature, nevertheless was supposed to punish 
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with endless torture nearly every free gratification of 
those instincts, and. demand a voluntary renunciation 
of a world which his own bounty had filled with every 
blessing, and adorned with every charm of loveliness. 
The God who endowed us with faculties of reason, of 
which a moderate share is suffizient to perceive the 
absurdities of the Christian dogma, nevertheless 
avenges the repudiation of that dogma as aa “un- 
pardonable sin against the authority of his sacred 
word.” The most natural action, the eating of an 
apple, is made the pretext.of the supposed fall of 
man, and of penalties affucting not only his. progeny, 
but all his fellow-creatures, and even the lower pro- 
ducts of organic Nature; while the greatest of all 
imaginable crimes, a ‘Deicide, the cruel murder of a 
god, is accepted as a basis of redemption: - The doc. 
rrine of salvation by grace made the distribution of 
punishments and rewards a matter of mere caprice. 
The dogmatists of predestination distinctly taught 
that the “elect” were not saved by their own merits, 
but by an inscrutable, incalculable, and gratuitous 
act of divine favor, while others were as inevitably 
foredoomed to an eternity of woe. By faith alone, 
or by faith and the ceremony of immersion, the guilt 
of a sinful life could, withal, be cancelled in the 
aleventh hour, while the omission of that ceremony 
doomed even children, nuy, newborn babes, to the 
abyss of hellfire. ‘There is no doubt the Solomon 
of the Patristic Age assures us, “that infants, only a 
few spans in length, are crawling on the bottom of 
hell,” a doctrine which the historian of Rationalism 
justly stigmatizes as * so atrocious, and at the same 
time so extravagantly absurd, that it would be simply 
impossible for the imagivation to surpass its insanity.” 
Yet for more than twelve hundred years Christians 
were in danger of being burnt at the s'ake for refus- 
ing to attribute such infamies to their creator. 
` p.—PENALTIES OF NEGLECT. 

Need we wonder that the converts of that creed 
believed in the merit of passive submission to the ~ 
caprices of earthly despots, and scorned the appeals 
of justice in their dealings with pagans and Free- 
thinkers? Why should men try to be better than 
their God? The worshiper of & God who doomed 
the souls of unbaptized children and honest dis- 
senters, naturally had no hesitation in asrailing the 
bodies of their unbelieving fellow-men, and princes 
who loaded fawning sycophants with favors. which 
they denied to honest patriots could appeal to the 
sanction of a divine precedent. Every petty “sov- 
ereign of six faithful square miles” accordingly 
became a law to himself. A man’s might was the 
only measure of his right; the J'uust- Recht, the 
“first law" of iron-clad bullies, reigned supreme 
from the Baltic to the Mediterranean, and the judges 
of (the only independent) ecclesiastic courts confined 
their. attention to ferocious punishments of neglect ' 
in the payment of tithes, and the performance of 
Socage duties and ceremonies. The belief in the - 
divine right of potentates, and passive subniission to 
even the most outrageous abuse of that power, were 
assiduously inculcated as primary duties of a Chris- 
tian citizen. Natural justice, civil rights, and the 
laws of humanity had no place in that code of re- 
vealed ethics. 

Such teachings bore their fruit in the horrors of 
insurrection. In the Peasants’ War thousands of 
convents and castles were rent as by the outburst of 
a hurricane, and their dweliers had to learn the in- 
convenience of having to submit to the powers that 
happened to be, by being torn limb from limb, or : 
flayed and roasted alive. j 

“Ni no se obedecen los leyes, es ley que todo se 
pierde,” is tbe Spanish translation of an old Arab:an 
proverb: “If justice is disregarded, it is just that 
everything perish ”—a doom which the intolerable 
outrages against human rights and humanity at last 
experienced in the cataclysm of the French Revolu- 
tion. There, too, the despisers of natural justice had 
to eat their own doctrine, the strongholds of abso- 
lutism that had withstood the tears of so many gen- 
erations were swept away by a torrent of blood, and . 
the priests and princes whose inhumanity had turned 
their serfs into wild beasts learned the significance of 
their mistake when their own throats were mangled 
by the fangs of those beasts. 

The doctrine of salvation by grace had substituted 
favor and caprice for the rights of natural justice, 
and for a series of centuries the consequences of its 
teachings were seen in the treatment of nearly every 
benefactor of mankind. The prince who devoted the 
fruits of his conquests to the feeding of countless 
convent drones, let scholars starve and loaded the 
discoverer of 2 New World with chains. His suc- 
cessors who lavished the treasures of their vast em- 
pire on pimps and clerical mountebanks, let Cervantes 
perish in penury. The sovereign protector of a 
thousand stall-fed prelates refused to relieve the last 
distress of John Kepler. The moralists who thought 
it a grievance that the church should be denied the 
right of tithing the lands of southern Spain, had no 
pity for the sufferings of the men whose labor had 
made those lands blossom like the gardens of para- 
dise, and who were exiled by thousands for the crime 
of preferring the unitary God of the Koran to th 
trinitary gods of the New Testament. 
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sls E.—REFORM, 

The perversion of our moral standards by the 
dogmas of-an antinatural creed is still glaringly evi- 
dent in the prevailing notions of natural justice and 
the precedence of social duties. The modern Cre- 
gus who deems it incumbent on his duties as a citizen 
and a Christian to contribute an ample subvention to 
the support of an orthodox seminary, has no hesita- 
tion in swelling his already bloated income by reduc- 
ing the wages of a hundred starving factory children 
and taking every sordid advantage in coining gain 
from the loss of helpless tenants and dependants. 
The pious Sabbatarians who doom their poor neigh- 
bors to an earthly Gehenna and premature death by 
depriving them of every chance for healthful recrea. 
tion, Javish their luxuries and their endearments on. 


. the caged cutthroat who edifies his jailer by renoune-: 


ing the vanities of this worldly sphere and ranting’ 
about the bliss of the New Jerusalem. The bank: 
cashier who would never be pardoned for kicking the: 


hind-parts of a mendicant missionary is readily ab- | 


solved from the sin of such secular indiseretions as 
embezzling the savings of a few hundred widows and. 
orphans. RES : 
Before resuming the rant about our solicitude for 
the interests of departed souls, we should learn to 
practice a little more common honesty in our dealings 
with the interests of our living fellow-men. Natural 
justice would be less frequently outraged if our 
moral reformers would distinctly repudiate the doc- 
'trines of vicarious atonement and salvation by faith, 
and hold: every man responsible for his own actions, 
irrespective of his belief or disbelief in the claims of 
an Asiatic miracle monger. And moreover, the ex 
ponents of Secularism should insist on a truth not 
‘unknown to the moralists of. antiquity, that habitual 
submission to injustice is a vice instead of a virtue, 
and that he who thinks .it a merit to signalize his 
'unworldliness by failing to assert his own rights en- 
courages oppression and fraud and endangers the 
rights of his honest fellow-men. - 


e 
The Paine Farm and Monument. 

Sherwin. the biographer of Thomas Paine, relates 
that in 1785 the assembly of New York gave to 
Thomas Paine, in recognition of his public services, 
the confiscated estate of Mr. Frederick Devoe, a 
royalist. “ This estate,” says Sherwin, “situated at 
New Rochelle, consisting of more than three hun- 

: dred acres of land in a high state of cultivation, 
with a spacious and elegant stone house, besides ex- 
tensiv out-buildings, was a valuable acquisition.” 
Where that. house is to day is an interesting subject 
of inquiry. 

There stands at present, on the White Plains 
road, some two miles from the railroad depot 
at New Rochelle, N. Y., and perhaps a quarter of a 
mile from the highway, a small two-story; half clap- 
boarded and half-shingled structure called the Paine 
House. A desire to pay his reepects to the old home 
of the author-hero revently led Mr. T. Kewley, who 
fills the position of store-keeper on board the White 
Star steamer Germanic, to call at Tug Trura SEEKER 
office and invite an attaché of this paper to visit the 
spot with him. The journey was made one pleasant 
afternoon in the month of September just closed. 
New Rochelle is but a half hours ride by rail from 
New York, though it took the pilgrims rather more 
than half an hour to go from the depot to the 
Paine farm on ‘account of the speed of the horse 
which they engaged to convey them thither. Every- 
body in New Rochelle knows where the Paine farm 
is, the driver of the chariot in which the visitors rodé 
assuring his passengers that even the horse knew the 
way, which, together with his apparent great age, led 
Mr. Kewley to inquire if the animal had previously 
belonged to Mr. Paine. 

The monument stands beside the main road, at the 
southeast corner, where the Jane leads up a slight 
rise to the house, which is in plain sight. When the 
visitors walked into the dooryard surrounding this 
‘ancient structure known as.the Thomas Paine 
House, they were greeted by a dog with a long 
‘yellow nose, who at first concluded to bark, then 
changed his mind and frisked a little, and shorily lay 
down and went tosleep. A pleasant faced man hold- 
ing a pot of paint, and a brush with which he was put- 
ting the paint upon the clapboards of the ell part of 
the house, greeted the strangers cordially. ‘‘ Yes," 
he said, “ this is the old Paine farm and the old Paine 
house.” This gentleman is Mr. Kissan, if the writer 
caught the proper pronunciation of his name, and he 
carries ou a milk business, as & large number of cans 
standing conveniently near the well indicated. 

The outside of the building was first inspected. 
This cannot be the “spacious and elegant stone 
hoüse" described by Sherwin. It is of two stories, 
with clapboards upon the ends, so wide that not more 
than two dozen of them are required to cover it from 
the ground to the roof. The sides are shingled and 
whitewashed. It has no ridge boards, and the last 
course of shingles on one side of the roof hav not 
been cut off. The gable ends are destitute of mold 
ing, and the boards that take its place are rotting 
away at the eaves. A new portico covers the front 
-door on the west side. At the south end is a story- 


and-a-half ell. The only stone portion of the struct- 
ure is what looks like an addition on the east side, 
about eight feet by fifteen, as high as a man's 
shoulder at the eaves, and covered by a continuation 
of the main roof. 
stones, pointed and whitewashed. The indications 
are that this is the sole remaining portion of the 
stone building, if one ever stood there. 
ever, be a modern structure built for the purpose it 
now answers—namely, a milk room. 


were shown two rooms, and were given to under- 
stand that thése were occupied by Paine, one of 
them being his study. This apartment is not larger 
than eight by twelve feet. The writer could hav 
touched the ceiling, and the unevenness of the floor 
in both rooms indicates that the timbers under it are 
in a bad condition. “A picture of some extinct gen- 
tleman of the name of Wesley adorned the wall of 
the larger room. n 


Paines day hav perished, and been cut down. 
Visitors are allowed to believe that the well in the 
yard:was dug by Paine, though where the family of 
Mr. Frederick Devoe, royalist, obtained their water 
is not stated. The writer could not divest himself 
of the impression that possibly Paine never lived in 
the house at all. 
given to Paine was of stone, and Vale quotes Sher- 
win without correcting him. Vale was acquainted 
with the premises, as he visited them in 1837. At 
precisely what time Vale wrote his biography cannot 
be determined, as his preface is not dated, and the 
publishers hav dated the book 1884, but it could not 
hav been more than thirty years or so after Paine’s 
death. The question, then, arises, Where is the stone 
house confiscated from Mr. Frederick Devoe, royal- 
ist, and presented to Mr. Paine by the New York 
assembly? ` i 


monument. 


Binghamton, and Courtlandt Palmer; and then Mr.. 
S. P. Putnam, as always, was eloquent, earnest, and 
appropriate. Miss Ella Hart, from Delaware, gave a 
beautiful poem, Mrs. H. Allen read a tribute, and 
there were loud calls for D. M. Bennett. Mr. Ben-. 
nett spoke simply for a moment, and then called for 
a vote of thanks to those who had contributed 
toward restoring the monument to more than orig- 
inal beauty. This was responded to and three “sono- 
rous Ayes arcse from the throat of every person 
present.” Mr. Wright, of Elmira, made the closing 
speech, and the audience was dismissed, some to 
partake of a collation and others to “visit the farm- 
house on the hil where Paine is said to hav once 
lived." Mr. Bennett was among the latter number. 
Finally they all came home “feeling that they had 
enjoyed a very pleasant day, and that they would 
hke to see returns of the same om every succeeding 
year.” It will be seen from the words quoted con- 
cerning the farm house that Mr. Bennett, who wrote 
the account, was not altogether certain that it was 
the Paine house he visited. 

The association of the spot with memories of the 
founder of Taz Trura Srezxer made it none the less 
attractiv to the writer, and he lingered there as long 
as time would permit. The lot about the monument 
is twenty feet square, surrounded by a wail that 
looks as if it would endure as long as the shaft itself, 
and contains four handsome trees—two willows, & 
hickory, and & maple. Just outside the wall to the 
south are two stakes, about six feet apart. They 
mark the spot, it is said, where lay the body of Paine 
before the ghoulish Cobbett carried his bones away 
‘to England. In his will Paine says: “The piace 
where I am to. be buried to be a square of twelve 
feet, to be inelosed with rows of trees, and a stone 
or post-and-railed fence, with a headstone with my 
name and age engraved upon it, author of ‘Common 
Sense." Walter Morton, Thomas Addis Emmett, 
and Margaret B. Bonneville, named by Paine to 
carry out his bequest, seem to hav but indiffsrently 
fulfilled their trust, for only twenty-eight years after 
the hero’s death Gilbert Vale thus describes the 
place of burial: 

The tomb is close by the roadside, but over a stone fence, 
and now consists of a low, broken, rough, dry-stone wall of 
oblong shape of about eight by four feet, with loose stones, 
grass, and earth in the center; the upright slab, simply 
marked with 

THOMAS PAINE, AUTHOR OY COMMON SENSE, 
no longer exists. After Cobbett violated the grave and 
moved the bones from the remains of Mr. Paine, the head- 
stone was broken, and pieces successivly removed by differ- 
ent visitors. 

So small had finally become the headstone which 
was to tell of the author-hero to future generations, 
that, says Vale, the last remnant was plastered up in 
the wall of a house opposit the monument, in which 
Paine bad at one time boarded. But for his biog- 
rapher Vale probably no stone would be left now to 
tell where Thomas Paine was buried; and but for his 
disciples who rededicated the stone in 1881 no one 
would be able to read the inscriptions upon the 
present monument. 

Before they came away, the writer gathered a 
half-dozen hickory nuts from the ground under the 
tree, and Mr. Kewley cut s!ips from the willow, des- 
tined to be transplanted in the soil of England. 
They may sprout and grow and their descendants 
petrify and be some day unearthed by geologists as 
the fossil remains of a forest primeval. And even in 
that day men ought sometimes to remember with 
gratitude the patriot whose services to his country, 
the world, were as great as his genius, and whose 
virtues are as obscure as his last resting-place. 


G. M. 
ee 
The Toronto (Canada) Freethinkers’ Convention. 
To tas Eprror or Tus Trura Sxxkzn, Sir: I notice 
that the Freethinkers of Canada are to hold their 
Second annual convention at Toronto, on Saturday 
and Sunday, the 29th and 30th of October As 
there has been no New York State Convention held 
this season, I doubt not many Freethinkers this side 
of the lakes will be pleased to take thia opportunity 
to visit the dominion, and meet their brethren over 
the line in convention assembled. If there be any 
such, and they will immediately notify me, I will try 
to procure cheap excursion rates from Buffilo to 
Toronto and return. As our Canadian friends hav 
often attended our conventions, let us now return 
their visits. H. L. Green. 
165 Delevan ave., Buffalo, N. Y. 


—— 9 9——— —— 
A Baptist Vietory Over Presbyterianism, 
From the St, Louis Globe- D-mcrat. 

News has been received here of a very bloody tragedy that 
took place at Cypress Ridge, in Monroe county, Ark. The 
details, as near as could be learned, are these: Last Friday 
night, a man named Forbes, an &rdent Presbyterian, and 
another man named Shelton, a devoted Baptist, became 
involved in a quarrel, growing out of the question as to 
whether it was right to hav a Baptist minister occupy & 
Presbyterian pulpit. Shelton wanted a Baptist minster to 
fill the Presbyterian pulpit, and Forbes protested in a very 
forcible manner. The protest led to blows, when suddenly 
Shelton whipped out a knife and cut Forbes's throat from ear 
to ear, completely severing the jugular vein, from ihe effects 


It is apparently built of rough 
It may, how- 


Inside the main portion of the house the visitors 


All the out-buildings are'new. All the old trees of 


Sherwin states that the building 


On the way back the pilgrims stopped to view the 
They found it to be a plain, square 
shaft, with rounded corners, surmounted by a capital 
of the Greek order. On the west side, facing the 
toad, is a profile chiseling of Paine, encircled by a 
wreath. The likeness would not be called good, 
judged by the generally accepted pictures of the 
subject, and it has not been improved by having 
pieces chipped out of it by relic hunters. The whole 
structure is twelve feet high, of Westchester marble, 
and, besides the story it tells of the birth and death 
of Paine, it bears profuse extracts from his works. 
The monument was the result, in 1839, of the enter- 
prise of Gilbert Vale, who raised the money to erect 
it at a cost of $1.300, John Frazee being the. archi- 
tect. In letters more newly cut than the others, are 
these words: — 


Repaired and rededicated May 30, 1881. 


"The repairing and rededieating seem to hav been 
brought about by D. M. Bennett and Tae Trova 
Szzxer. In the fore part of 1881 the files of this 
paper show that a subscription, headed by M. 
Reiman, closely followed by D. M. Bennett and 
E. M. Macdonald, was raised to the amount of 
$158 79, to renovate the lettering and to “round the 
corners of the monument in such a way that they 
cannot be broken off without great effort with a ham- 
mer.” This was done, as the rounded corners of 
the structure attest. Wilson Macdonald had the 
work in charge, and in May, 1881, Mr. Bennett was 
enabled to aunounce that “the repairs to the monu- 
ment, the relaying in cement of the wall surrounding 
the lot, the repairing of the iron fence, and the filling 
and sodding of the lot are completed and paid for.” 
Mr. Bennett adds that “the monument is said to 
look better than when new.” 

May 30th (Decoration Day) of that year was ap- 
propriately chosen for the rededicatory services. In 
describing the event Mr. Bennett says: “Quite a 
party of us were in waiting at the depot in New 
Rochelle with numerous omnibuses and other car- 
riages. These were soon filled, and a procession was 
formed which turned its face toward the monument, 
nearly two miles north of the station. Capt. Geo. 
W. Loyd, mounted on a white horse named Button 
(the same as one once owned by Thomas Paine). 
acted as marshal and escorted us to the monument.” 
Those who know Captain Loyd will readily conceive 
that this was the greatest day of his life. 

Arrived at their destination, says the record. the 
meeting came to order, P. L. McClellan, Esq, 
being appointed president, and “for that purpose 
occupied the veritable arm-chair once used by Paine 
himself? D. M. Bennett was vice-president, and 
T. C. Leland and E. B. Foote, Jr., M.D., secretaries. 
The banner of the Fourth New York Liberal League, 
under whose auspices the repairs of the monument 
had partially been effected, was secured to a tree. 
The orators occupied, while speaking, an elevated 
position under this banner. 

The chairman opened with au effectiv speech, and 
then introduced T. B. Wakeman as the orator of the 
day, who “held the audience spell-bound for more 
than an hour, every person present fondly drinking! Sf which he bled to death. Suelton also is considerably cut 
in his eloquent remarks.” The venerable J. P. Men- | up, and is now under arret. Both parties are prominent 
dum also spoke, and was followed by Dr. Brown, of: white citizens of Monroe county. 
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Che American Secular Anion. 


COURTLANDT PALMER, President. 


SAMUEL P. PurNAM, Secretary, - - 750 West Lake St., Chicago. 
CHARLES ECKHARD, Treas., 28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 
E. B. Foorz, JR., Chair. Ex. Com., 120 Lexington Ave., New York. 
E. A. Stevens, Chair. Fin. Com., - 750 West Lake St., Chicago. 


Call for the Eleventh Annual Congress of the 
American Secular Union. 

To the Auxiliary Secular Unions and to all citizens 
of the United States and Canadas who support 
the Nine Demands of Liberalism : 

You are invited to attend the Eleventh Annual 
Congress of the American Secular Union, to be held 
at Chicago, October 15th and 16th. , 

The Congress will be called upon to consider 
measures for carrying on the work of Freethought 
and securing the adoption of such laws by the various 
state governments and by the national government as 
shall make the United States thoroughly secular, and 
the repeal of all laws now on the statute books 
which conflict with the Nine Demands of Liberalism. 

Local auxiliary Unions are entitled by the Union 
constitution to five representativs—the President and 
Secretary and three delegates. All charter. members 
and life members, all Vice. Presidents, all Chairmen of 
state Executiv Committees, are entitled to seats and 
votes in the Congress. Annual members are entitled 
to seats, but not votes, except by permission of the 
Congress. 

It is hoped that every auxiliary Union will send a 
full delegation to the Congress, and that every Free- 
thinker in the United States and Canada who can 
will be present. 

Per order Board of Directors : 

CounrLANDT PALMER, Pres. 

Samurt P. Pornam, See. 

E. A. Srevens, Ch. Fin. Com. 

Cuas. Ecknanp, Treas. 

E. B. Foors, jr., Ch. Ex. Com. 
—— — —$9-4-9——————— 


September Statement of Treasurer. 


REOEIPTS, 
1887. 
Reported receipts............ eene $2,036.21 
Sept. 1. Colfax................- per S. P. Putnam...... 40.0 
© 1, Pasco £c Soy perans 20.00 
“ 1 s MN 10.00 
e]. « tes TIS 30.00 
“6. s f euius 3.50 
“6. ss Ed 20.00 
* 6. RufusPerkins. st IEECOO 50.00 
* 6. ParkerCity....... “ ss desees 18.00 
* 44. Canyon City.........per A. S. Bliun........ 25.00 
* 14. Prairie City .......... per Jas. F. Cleaver... 50.00 
* 26. Weiser City.......... per Mrs. M. Peperle.. 16.50 
* 26. Emmett................ per Jas. Wardwell.... 45.00 
* 26. Coldwell............... per L. D. Patten...... 30.00 
* $6. P. Eckler............. per Treasurer.......... 4.00 
Total receipts. .......c.cessssecceeseereereeseseeee $2,388.21 
DISBURSEMENTS. 

"Reported Disbursements...................... $1,971.11 
Sept. 1. 8. P. Putnam........ per Treasurer........... 90.00 
“6. ít MT He o e earen 91.50 
* 14. Chas. H. Johnson. “ Ie iis heave 2.50 
* 14. §. P. Putnam........ $ Lem 75.00 
* 19. E. A. Stevens........ es NM TT 50.75 
u 280. S.P. Putnam........ et LE Cor 91.50 
* 26. Lightfoot........ ..... ss i6 thewutevaees 6.00 
* 26. P.Eckler(printing) ‘‘ OS asbatoeees 4.00 
Total disbursements............................ $2,382.36 

Cash on hand.......scccccsecseesceseseeccetereees 5.85 
$2,988.21 


Sept. 31, 1887. Caas. EokBganp, Treasurer. 
——  — —-9-9— —— ——— 


News and. Notes. 


The convention of the Liberals of Utah was a 
rand success. Friends were present from all parts 
of the territory, and were generous and enthusiastic 
in their efforts. Four meetings were held—Satur- 
‘day afternoon and evening, aud Sunday afternoon 
and evening. Nearly a thousand were present at the 
closing session. The Utah Secular Union has been 
organized with a list of officers that will command 
the respect and interest of the community. The 
work will be advanced, and there is every indication 
of a prosperous future. I guess my friend, Wm. 
Reynolds, when he used to write letters in his little 
store at Wanship, did not think that these bright 
and progressiv elements of freedom would so soon 
appear. Without his strenuous and pioneer work 
in days gone by we should not hav this happy promis. 
The campaign in Utah could never hav gone on with- 
out his silent and persevering labors. He has kept 
the forlorn hope until our forces hav rallied fora 
splendid attack. He is secretary of the new organ- 
ization, and with greater opportunities there wil! be 
more fruitful results. 

W. S. Godbe, president of the Union, is cne of the 
most well-known and influential men in the territory. 
He was leader, a few years since, in the great revolt 
from the Mormon church. He is a man of brilliant 
abilities, and originator of some of the biggest busi- 
ness enterprises in the territory, which will go far 
toward bringing Utah to the front rank in wealth 
and progress. 


9 | can produce all kinds of fruit. 


Dr. Chapman, chairman of the executiv committee, 
and Alex. Rogers, treasurer, are excellent representa- 
tiv men, with the power and pluck to command suc- 
cess. ] 

Mr. and Mrs. H. P. Mason, whose generous hospital- 
ity every pilgrim of Freethought knows, hav contrib- 
uted no small share to the inspiration and achievement 
of the convention. They are most thorough believers 
in intellectual advancement, as that which constitutes 
the highest happiness and glory of life. Itis a pleas- 
ure to meet with such friends who hav the vitality of 
true reform, and who make our labors so cheerful. 
Among others of our co-workers are Mr. and Mrs. 
James Williams, W. L Snyder, Philip Swartz, of 
Park City ; Watson and Lindsay, of Wasatch; Mr. 
and Mrs. Daniel Williams, and L. P. Edholm, of 
Morgan ; John A. Jost, of Ogden ; Munn, of Hooker ; 
Mr. and Mrs. Hector Haight, and L. P. Anderson, of 
Farmington; Henry Stevens, of Kamas; Luke 


Gallup, of Springville; H. S. Brooks, of Payson ;- 


Mr. and Mrs. Gourley, Mrs. Godbe, Mrs. Chapman, 
Mrs. Sampson and daughter, Mrs. Stevens, Mr. and 
Mrs. Williams, of Salt Lake; our good “Bishop” 
Cahoon, of Murray ; A. Festinmacher, of Grantville, 
and a hundred others, officers and soldiers in this 
bright batallion, whose banners gleam on the very 
banks of Jordan. ` 

Another element in the success of the convention 
was the previous campaign work of Dr. York, whose 
eloquence has aroused the enthusiasm of our friends 
in Salt Lake. A resolution was unanimously passed 
by the Union to invite Dr. York to a years labor in 
Utah. He will be greeted by ardent supporters, and 
will find this a noble field. He cannot refuse the 
summons. He will become a power in this territory 
by bis vigor and eloquence, and exert à commanding 
influence for Liberal ideas. He cannot find a more 
loyal company than here. He must obey the voice 
of the people, and come to Utah at the earliest pos- 
sible moment, and carry forward this victorious 
movement. 

This country has brilliant prospects. Salt Lake 
will be one of the largest cities on the continent. It 
will be a great railroad center and manufacturing 
point. It will hav its boom sometime. Its climate 
is equal to that of southern California. The agri- 
cultural resources of the territory are extensiv. It 
Its mineral wealth 
is inexhaustible. There is every kind of ore in the 
bosom of its hills. Utah will certainly be one of the 
richest states in the Union, and, as a place of resort, 
it will be one of the most luxurous and fascinating in 
the world. The saints, however, will never develop 
this country. The poor are taxed to death, and the 
rich ones are satisfied with present good. They 
don’t want anything more. They don’t want rail- 
roads or mines, for these are the most potent foes 
to priestcraft. A railroad is to be built from Salt 
Lake to Los Angeles. This will be a most pro- 
ductiv undertaking. It will form the main line from 
Chicago to southern California, being seven hundred 
miles nearer than by way of San Francisco. This 
will giv & wonderful impetus to Salt Lake. Real 
estate has already advanced from fifty to one hun- 
dred per cent. 

Tt will thus be seen that a good work has been 
done by the organization of our friends in this terri- 
tory. Here is a vast opportunity in a growing coun- 
try, unsurpassed for natural riches, for the building 
of a secular government. With such a leader as Dr. 
York, sustained by a corps of officers of reputation, 
influence, and ability, this magnificent opportunity 
will not be lost. I look forward to brilliant results. 

The American Secular Union has never had a more 
prosperous year, and more hopeful work has never 
been done. Societies hav been established, Free- 
thought halls built, and literature distributed beyond 
any record of the past. I hope the Liberals of the 
United States will recognize the value of the advan- 
tages achieved, and unite for still larger results. 
The American Secular Union cannot do everything, 
but what it does do is of the first importance. It is 
the friendly instrumentality for the cultivation of the 
social spirit, so that Liberals can hav a better under- 
standing of each other's aims and methods, and by 
unity of effort become a national power for reform. 

. For this reason, I hope to see a large gathering of 
friends at the coming Congress. Chicago is a central 
and attraciiv place, railroad fares are cheap, and 
there are many inducements besides simply the work 
to be accomplished. Let it be a kind of festival for 
thought and impulse, for friendship and hope, and 
noble preparation for the great battlefields of the 
future. 

On Friday evening, September 23d, I gave a 
parlor lecture at Mrs. Mason’s house on “ American 
Poetry." This gave a sort of pleasant prelude to 


the sterner duties of the convention, and those who} 


could not agree with us on politics and religion 
could find contentment in our poetic ideals, and 
realize that in the deepest things of life there is essen- 
tial harmony. 

I am now at Canyon City, where I lecture three 
evenings. I am in the hospitable home of Geo. 
Towers, who has been a frontiersman for over forty 
years. He and his wife are stanch Freethinkers. I 


hav also met Mr. and Mrs. John Locke, Mr. and 
Mrs. Baker, and others, and it looks as if I should 
hav a happy sojourn in this lofty mountain town, 
where the hills lift up their shining fronts, and the 
sun is glowing with warm and healthful splendor. 

I am at Denver next Sunday; at Osceola, Neb., 
October 4th, 5th, 6th; at Shenandoah, Iowa, October 
9th, and from there I go to Chicago for October 
15th, and 16th. à . Samuet P. Purnam. 

Canyon City, September 28, 1887. 


to 


Work in Salt Lake City. 
From the Salt Lake Daily Tribune of Sept. 27th. 


On Sunday night the parquet in the Opera House 
was crowded with an orderly audience to hear Mr. 
S. P. Putnam’s lecture, ‘‘ The Bible,” which was re- 
ceived with frequent and enthusiastic applause. The ` 
sum of $144.75 was contributed by friends to defray 
expenses. 

After the lecture the meeting completed the or- 
ganization of the Utah Secular Union by electing 
W. S. Godbe as president, Mr. H. P. Mason, Mr. E. 
L. T. Harrison, and a long list of other vice presi- 
dents and executiv officers in different parts of the 
territory. S. H. Laney and Wm. Reynolds were 
elected secretaries, and Alexander Rogers, treasurer. 
The meeting also adopted the following resolutions: 


1. The Utah Secular Union cordially invites the codperation 
of every citizen who is in favor of equal rights and impartial 
liberty. It wars upon no religious belief, but in the interest 
of universal peace and prosperity demands the absolute dis- 
continuance of all church interference in the laws and legis- 
lation of the land. 

2. Knowledge is power; the true method of reform ia 
education; the Union urges, therefore, wherever possible, 
the establishment of secular Sunday-schools, Freethought 
libraries, meetings for social and intellectual cultivation, sup- 
port of scientific literature and its distribution, lectures and 
mental and physical progression, and the observance of holi- 
days for the enlargement of the spirit of fraternity and the 
joy and beauty of industry. : ! 

3. The Union recognizes the dignity of work; that the 
glory of all isto labor; and it is expected of every man and 
woman to do something for the benefit of the world; to add 
to its wealth or achievement and promis. 

4. The Union recognizes the full equality of woman, and 
that in choice of action her personal independence and rights 
be maintained. 

5. In order to carry forward the practical work of the 
coming year, the secretary of the Union and chairman of the 
executiv committee are instructed to communicate imme- 
diately with Dr. J. L. York, and secure his able services as a 
permanent lecturer for the territory of Utah, and it is urged 
upon every officer and member of the Union in every place 
to do his best to arouse enthusiasm. increase the member- 
ship, and raise funds for the support of the cause. By unit 
of effort the thousands of Liberals in Utah can be a moral, 
social, intellectual, and political power, whose influence 
shall be for the elevation of all, and the establishment of 
peace, justice, and liberty in the land. 

ot — — —— 


Mr. Putnam to Mrs. Slenker. 


Dear Mes. Stenxer: I hav been so busy that I hav not 
had time to write to you what [hav desired. Of course, 
every friend of liberty is indignant at your arrest. I hav 
always considered that you hav been animated: by noble 


‘motivs, and your writings, so far as I am acquainted with 


them, are pure and beneficial. Ido not know how you hav 
discussed the sexual question, but, whatever your method, I 
am sure it has been adopted P a deep sense of right, 
and with an earnest desire to giv information which, in your 
judgment, is necessary to human welfare; and to giv it in 
that way which shall make better the knowledge and im- 
pulse for virtuous action. Whether I assent to your method 
or not, I do most unqualifiedly assert your individual right 
to choose that method, especially in private correspondence. 
Therefore, with all my heart, I protest against the: indignity 
which has been placed upon you. I consider it an out- 
rageous exercise of tyrannical power, a disgrace to the gov- 
ernment of the United States, and a deadly assault upon 
liberty; and the method and motiv of the arbitrary act are 
simply contemptible. I sympathize, indeed, with the suffer- 
ing you hav experienced. ÍI know, however, you will be 
sustained by your own conscience, and by the kindly regard 
of every true Liberal. 

I inclose my gift for your defense, and I only wish that it 
were a hundred times more. But accept it as evidence of my 
belief in your integrity, in the purity of your motiv, and 
your self-sacrificing devotion to the truth and progress. 

Yours truly, SAMUZEL P. Purnwam. 
to 


Lectures and Meetings. 


Taz Rev. Dr. Lucas, of Leon, Kan., has again agreed to 
meet J. E. Remsburg in debate. The debate has been set 
for November ist, 2d, 8d, and 4th, and will take place at 
Neodesha, Kan. , 


In November Charles Watts begins a lecture trip through 
the states of Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, and Kansas. Lib- 
erals desirous of hearing him should address him at once at 
282 Sumach street, Toronto, Ont. . 


Tux Manhattan Liberal Ciub will resume its sessions on 
Friday evening, at 8 o'clock, beginning the 7th inst. The 
speaker of the evening, after President Vau Buren Denslow 
has spoken the words appropriate on such an occasion, will 
be Dr. J. L. York, of California. We are assured by a great 


many people that Dr. York is an exceptionally good orator. 
c 


C. B. Reynolds’s Engagements. 


Olney, 1ll........ 
Chicago, Ill....... 
Kewanee, Ill 


Newton, Ia 
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With Our Friends. 


Mr. Cnagrzs BRADLAUGE writes in the National Reformer : 
“I hav to thank the New York Truru BSgEKER for its 
thoughtful reproduction of my * Jotting’ as to the Truck 
bill, and its generous words in correction of the repeated and 
persistent misrepresentations as to my Parliamentary work, 
so industriously circulated here and repeated in the United 
States. Friends on the other side of the ocean are earnestly 
requested not to accept as true the strange misstatements 
invented by Reynolds's and Justice.” 


James ÁSHMAR, the gentile of gentiles that the Mormons 
of Salt Lake City hate, arrived in this city last week on his 
way home from England, where he left his wife to com- 
plete her visit with their relativs and friends. Mr. Ashman 
came to this country thirty years ago, and has made Utah his 
home, amassing a comfortable fortune. He is the Freethought 
missionary of Salt Lake City, and takes weekly a dozen 
copies of Taz Teura SEEKER, selling what lie can and giving 
the balance away. He is a strong and wholesome man; 
knows the iniquity and tyranny of the Mormon hierarchy, and 
talks sensibly as. to the means of reforming the Mormons. 


COLONEL INGERSOLL, says the Sun, ‘has become one of the 


interesting characters of Wall street, and is the only man in: 


town credited with the habit of holding cigars in both 
corners of his mouth at the same time. Of course it is an 
illusion resulting from the rapidity with which the colonel 
shifts his cigar.” Mr. Ingersoll’s law practice is of enormous 
proportions, and it comes of his ability and honesty. Not 
many lawyers are there in this city who would be chosen by 
legal opponents to look after their interests when temporarily 
out of town. Yet Colonel Ingersoll has been so selected 
many times. A man whom Mr. Ingersoll believes to hav a 
dishonest claim cannot get his services. He goes strong on 
equity and justice, and has mighty little respect for ‘‘law.” 
e knows lawmakers from hatcrown to bootheel. 


"WnzN unacquainted with Clark Braden, Mr. Charles Watts 


‘was induced to debate with him, meetings which he now 


regrets. -In Secular Thought of the 1st instant he says: 
** We thoroughly indorse Tur TRUTH SEEKEE'S opinion of 
this man. From personal experience we know him to be 
destitute of truth, honor, and every quality of a. gentleman. 
It would be a degradation of the deepest dye to meet him on 
a public platform. Besides, he is intellectually weak ; he has 
a few cut-and-dried propositions that may mean anything or 
nothing, and fronf these he never departs, and while in their 
company he cannot show that they hav any peculiar relation 
to Christianity. Mr. Harry Hoover, of Pittsburgh, has col- 
lected the facts of Braden’s life, and sent them to us. After 
reading them one could no longer doubt the reality of human 
depravity.” : 


We had not heard that Dr. J. L. York had abandoned his 
former faith in ** another world” or had any reason to doubt 
that its existence is proven by so-called modern Spiritualism. 
By the subjoined letter; however, it seems the eloquent 
doctor is open to conviction : 

; , SHEPARD, O., Sept. 19, 1887. 

Mr. Eprrot:: I hav seen it stated seVeral times in TRE TRUTH 
SEEKER during the past few years that Dr. J. L. York was a 
Spiritualist, and I was somewhat surprised to hear bim declare. as 
he did at both lectures he delivered in Columbus last month, that 
“he did not know whether there was another life after this or 
not—that he was an Agnostic on this point,” etc. I notice in last 
week's paper, under the head of **Heretical Personalities,” that 
you speak of him again as a Spiritualist. He may hav been once, 
but he. surely is not one now. Respectfully youra, 

F. 8. MONTGOMERY. 


Dr. York lectures before the Manhattan Liberal Club, 220 
East 15th street, on Friday, the 7th instant, and some of the 
disputants may bring him out on this subject. 


Tux following handsome compliment to a deserving youth 


. is from the Zronclad Age of September 24th: ‘‘ The commu- 


‘nications of George E. Macdonald, from’ New England, in 


Tas TRUTH SEEKER, September 10th and’17th, are most ad- 
mirable in their way, and lead us to suggest and wish that 
George be permanently maintained as an ‘Idler.’ There is 
that vein of racy humor and genuin wit and irony pervading 
his composition which makes descriptiv writing so enjoyable 
to every man who has a proper head set properly upon his 
shoulders. George must be a rare young boy. We confess 
to the weakness of having critically read his communications 
over the second time, merely for the pleasure his style of 
writing imparts. In earlier years Charles Lever was wont 
to charm us ‘never so wisely,’ and we still love to spend an 
hour with this splendid author, notwithstanding that his sto- 
ries are old and little appreciated by this generation of vipers 
—for we hav most of us become too viperish in our styles of 
utterance,” 


One of the finest fellows in the Liberal ranks is L. K. 
Washburn, the black-eyed orator of Paine Hall.. He is yet a 
young man, but has experienced more vicissitudes of fortune 
than most men of twice his age. His strongest glory is inde- 
pendence, and whatever comes to him through exercising it 
he takes with good humor. He has severed his lectureship 
connection with the Investigator, but will speak in Paine 
Hall several Sundays this month, and is ready to respond to 
all calls that may reach him. We never met a man who 
knew Mr. Washburn and didn't like him, and the ladies are 
suspiciously in earnest in their praises of him. His platform 
voice is musical, the matter of his lectures is aggressivly rad- 
ical, and' he takes a fifty-dollar fee or a fifteen-cent collection 
with the same expression of resignation on his handsome 
face. He givs the fruits of his genius to the world, and is 
happiest when he has scored a point against the church and 
religion he once partially supported. Mr. Washburn is of 
medium hight, well-built and nervous, full of the liveliest 
kind of life, and can sail a yacht, stake out an oyster-bed, 
or Catch fish with the saltest old skipper on the Massachu- 
setts coast. His study at his home in Revere overlooks the 
ocean, and he catches some of its breezy bigness to put into 
his lectures, 


Lest our artist become self-conceited by the many words 
of praise bestowed on his pictorial efforts, we print the fol- 
lowing letter: 


* The friends of Tue TRUTH SEEKER in this vicinity are generally. 


disgusted with your ‘ pictures,’ and since you hav become the pat- 
ron of such bastard art I hide pone paper for fear some one should 
see a copy of it. Previous to the event of the TRUTH SeexeEr illus- 
trations, no one was more enthusiastio in iis distribution than I, 
but now I tear off the outsides because I am ashamed of the pollu- 
tion. Those glorious Oswald articles are lost to thousands who 
would read them with intense interest, but now we are ashamed to 
hand them to a decent Christian on account of the filth surround- 
ing them. All those fond of such trash indorse tbem, of course, 
but the thousands of better taste and sense who despise them say 
nothing or drop your paper. 'This is not for publication, but 
strictly in your interest from a friend.” 


As the communication was not intended for publication, 
we suppress the name of the writer. As he is a gentleman 
whom we esteem, we hav procured a quantity of ashes, and 
as soon ag we can raise funds shall purchase some sackcloth, 


and sit therein to the end that the scriptures might be “ful- 
filled. But as the pictures hav. proved very efficacious in 
converting Christians in other communities, we shall be 
forced to continue them awhile longer. . 


. Tue editor of the New Hampton, Iowa, Tribune is an In- 
-fidel, and not afraid to say so. On the 16th ult. Mr. Haislet 
induced John E. Remsburg to lecture in his town, and ap- 
pealed ‘‘ to the people of New Hampton, and especially the 
ladies," in these words: ‘‘ During our residence here of about 
eleven years ourself and family, though not church-members, 
hav been called upon several hundreds of times to assist in 
church matters. We hav published notices and posters free, 
or contributed money outright for the benefit of every church 
in this city. We hav been solicited by ministers and delega- 
tions of ladies and gentlemen, and we cannot recall three in- 
stances, during those years, when we hav refused them aid. 
Though we hav condemned religion, we hav not been in- 
tolerant. toward the churches, nor do we intend to be in the. 
future. But this we do ask, in the name of courtesy aud 
fairness: We want the ladies and gentlemen who hav solic- 
ited our aid and attendance so many times, to go and listen 
to Remsburg on Thursday evening. We hav a right to ask 
and expect this from those who would ‘do unto others as 
they would that others should do unto them.’ We are not 
speaking for ourselvs alone now, but for all the unbeliev- 
ers in this town and county, and they are more numerous, 
among all nationalities, than you hav any idea of.” After 
that, if the New Hamptonites, and especially the ladies, did 
not turn out, there is no use of Mr. Haislet’s contributing 
any further sums of money to the churches. : 


In the first Freethinkers’ Magazine issued after the conven- 
tion of the Henry George party appeared an editorial from 
the pen of T. B. Wakeman, urging all Liberals to support 
that party '*to the extent of their means.” Since then Mr. 
Wakeman has been made a candidate for the state attorney 
generalship of the Progressiv Labor party, which is the 
Socialist party under another name. The main object in life 
of the Progressiv Labor party is.to defeat Henry George this 
fall, and show him that without the support of the Socialists 
he is not so big a mau as he thinks he is, In this way they 
propose to be revenged upon him for excommunicating them 
at the Syracuse Convention. Mr. Wakeman now refers to 
Mr. George as a hallucinated individual. We shall record 
Mr. Wakeman’s further flops with painstaking accuracy, 
and we are prepared for cataclysmic surprises. .Mr. Wake- 
man goes for the latest truth as it appears to him as a lawyer, 
not as the farmer who can get heavier crops off an acre than 
any other man in Stamford, Conn., where he puts in his spare 
time. In person Mr. Wakeman is large, sleek, and rotund, 
and looks more like a theologian than a politician, and has, 
perhaps, more of the former’s characteristics. He is a pro- 
hibitionist as well as a scholar, plants three kinds of crops on 
the same ground, and makes each kind a good one, and in 
other ways astonishes the Connecticut folks with his scientific 
attainments. . Here in New York he is & member of the law 
firm of Wakeman and Campbell, but his solidest claim to 
fame is the many years he presided over the meetings of the 
Manhattan Liberal Club. 


.NEw York is a good place to purchase dry goods, and 
prosperous W. W. Frasier, of Ottawa, Kan., appreciated 
the fact by making the city a visit last week, and incident- 
ally climbing up to the spacious sanctum of the TRUTH 
Seeker Editor. Mr. Frasier is about the only Freethinker 
at present holding the fort in Ottawa, and he has not escaped 
odium and calumny for his steadfast faith in the truth. He 
knows about,all the condemned Chicago Anarchists, says 
they are gentlemen and not dynamiters, and is sorry that 
they cannot hav a fair trial. Mr. Frazier knows Clark Bra- 
den well, having acted as best man to Champion Jamieson in 
arranging a debate between them, out of which Braden 
crawled. Mr. Frazier convicted Braden of lying, and finally 
in Fort Scott Braden mustered up courage to meet Mr. 
Jamieson. Shortly after the debate Braden’s wife died, and 
Mr. Frasier also lost two children. Braden soon appeared 
in Ottawa, and in the Methodist church produced a clipping 
from the Investigator denying the existence of heaven, and 
‘asked the audience how they supposed Mr. Frasicr would 
feel to hav had it read at the grave of his children. When at 
the close of his sermon Braden invited questions, Mr. Fra- 
sier, who was in the audience, reached upon the platform 
and secured the Bible lying there. Turning to Ecclesiastes 
iii, 9, he read: ** For that which befalleth the sons of men 
befalleth beasts; even one thing befalleth them: as the one 
dieth, so dicth the other; yea, they hav all one breath; so 
that a man hath no preéminence above a beast: for all is 
vanity.” Looking straight at Braden, he asked him how he 
would like to hav had that read over the grave of his wife. 
At once the Christians had Mr. Frasier arrested for disturb- 
ing a religious meeting, but when he appeared at court the 
next morning the public attorney refused to prosecute. Mr. 
Frasier is the only man in Ottawa who stood up for the Salva- 
tion Army when the church-members abused them, telling the 
orthodox that the Salvation circus was too entertaining to 
drive away. 

— À— 


False Reasoning. 

A certain Infidel calling upon his friend, an astronomer, 
noticed several globes lying on a table, and admiring their 
appearance, he inquired as to where they had been obtained 
and who was the maker of them. 

* What would you say were I to tell you that no one 
made them, and that they came here of their own accord ?” 
questioned the astronomer in reply. 

‘t Such a thing would be impossible," answered the Infidel. 

** And yet,” said the astronomer, ‘‘ you believe that the globe 
we inhabit, the sun and other planets, and, in short, that the 
entire universe had no maker and came into existence by 
mere chance.” 

This is one of the many instances of the narrow- 
minded and illogical reasonings set forth to demon- 
strate the falsity of beliefs which are contrary to the 
established creed. Not only is there a failure to 
illustrate or prove that which is attempted, for 
but one side of the question is heard, and no conclu- 
sion can therefore be drawn; but the astronomer's 
accusation is false. Yet it serves as an example to 
show what bigoted ideas are entertained respecting 
the beliefs, or, more commonly speaking, the disbe- 
liefs, of so-called Infidels. If, for various reasons, a 
man cannot conscientiously accept the general be- 
liefs, he is not asked for the reasons, but is, without 
delay, stigmatized an Infidel. This, then, implies 

that he has no religion, believes in no God, will break 
the ten commandments as often as he chooses, and 


commit any sin without shame or feat; an individ- 
ual, therefore, to be avoided. . 

In the ease before us, the astronomer’s statement 
of his friend's belief regarding the creation is sup- 


‘posed to be applicable to all Infidels, and is accepted 


a8 undeniable; for if a man is an Infidel, he does not 
believe the Bible; and if he does not believe the 
Bible, he cannot believe the account of the creation, 
and therefore he must believe the world was created 
by nothing. Such a proof as this is regarded as 
irrefutable, and is such that it must completely 
silence all Infidels; for the Bible with its story of 
ihe creation is impregnable against the attacks of 
science and Infidelity. : 

But let us view this matter in the light of reason. 

Man's beliefs are dependent upon his state of men- 
tality, and different degrees of mentality naturally 
produce different ideas. But notwithstanding the 
multiplicity of beliefs due to this cause, they all are 
derived from a common source—all are the offshoots 
of one root. 

All men know that the world, in its present form, 
was created at some time, but how and when is not 
known; and on this conjectural point it is that men’s 
ideas differ. l 

Every human being, whether he be a savage of the 
lewest tribe, or a philosopher of the highest intel- 
lectual cultivation, believes that the world he inhabits 
was created, and that the entire universe is controled, 
by some power infinitly superior to that of the 
mightiest human capabilities; a power, a something, 
too great, too vague, to be comprehended or con- 
ceived of. Now, it matters not by what name this is 
called, whether in the idea of its being law, force, 
cause, matter, or being, as it is but the human en- 
deavor to express and make tangible that which is 
inexpressible and intangible. All peoples had, and 
hav, beliefs regarding it, which, as stated above, ac- 
corded with and.are adapted to their civilization and 
mental status. M 

With such facts in mind, how narrow-minded, how 
illogical, how absurd the idea appears, that because 
one denies the theopneusty of the Bible, he likewise 
denies the existence of any higher power and be- 
lieves the world came into being by “ mere chance!" 
It might as reasonably be urged that he also denies 
that such a creature as man exists, because the Bible 
says he does. 

It is the beliefs, and not the fundamental causes 


thereof, wherein minds differ. Donau. 
eo 


The Idler Shatters an Idol. 


To rae Eprror or Tue Truta Szexer, Sir: How 
often can any one who admires the truth say a good 
word for a minister without doing violence to his 
conscience ? 

If you read the last instalment of my recent com- 
munication under the head of “The Annual Idler,” 
you may recall that I spoke of a certain Rev. Jehiel 
Claflin as (1) à man who was once an abolition 
orator, and added (2) that he lost his pastorate by 
being independent in politics. 

The first statement would be true, except for the 
fact, which I hav since learned from a reliable source, 
that Mr. Claflin was not an orator in those days, and 
that he performed his great services to the cause of 
abolition on paper. He wrote tremendous letters, 
and frequent, to Pillsbury and Johnson, from which 
they formed the impression that the north star they 
had seen in the direction of East Westmoreland, 
N. H., was set there to indicate the whereabouts of 
Elder Claflin. At the same time the elder was 
booming a petition, and had got nearly all the 
women and children of his parish to giv it the weight 
of their signatures, praying that the country might be 
divided, and the slaveholding segment set: off by itself. 
This being the elder’s course, my remarks about him 
on that head lose their force by becoming untrue. 

As to the second statement, the cause of his losing 
his pastorate was not his independence in politics. 
The fact is that among the chief supporters of the 
church were men who professed to hav grown weary 
of being toasted over the everlasting fires. Some 
even made bold to avow a disbelief in the actual 
existence of any such fires, and in the hardness of 
their hearts declined to support a preacher who 
advocated the brimstone hypothesis. As the elder 
persisted in giving them Christianity hell-end fore- 
most, he had to go. Such being the case, my pre- 
vious remarks here also lose their application. 

Let me add that I was not always thus. I was in 
1872 or thereabouts a regular attendant upon the 
ministrations of Elder Claflin, and had at that time 
not the slightest doubt of the ultimate destiny of 
mankind. The deacon in whose family I lived had 
assured me that I would go to hell, and I had assured 
him that he ought to; so on the subject of religion 
my mind was at rest. I sawed the winter’s wood for 
the meeting-house, and with a good fire at one end 
and hell at the other, the congregation did not suffer 
so much from inclemency of the weather as they 
might but for the efforts of myself and Elder Claflin. 
I don’t like this having to take back anything good 
that I hav said about my old partner, but truth 
demands it, and truth and I hav always written with 
the same quill, Gero. E, Macponarp. 
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-~ Gommuanications. 


Religion and Its Origin. 


Since criticism has rendered the old solution com- 
' parativly untenable, none has been given which has 
won the confidence of the people, and the question 
as to religion and its origin is still an open one. The 
memory of the old disputation, and the disgraceful 
controversy which filled the world with bitter strife 
and angry feelings, resulting, not infrequently, in 
the shedding of blood, does not seemingly leave upon 
us the impression that the end has come. Defini- 
tions hav not been wanting, but the one that will end 
the controversy has not come as yet to stay, I fear. 
The religions of the gods, of angels and men, all fail 
in the last analysis in finding a solid substratum upon 
which they can rest in unity. These religions can- 
not worship at the same shrine, cannot receive the 
game sacrament, cannot swear by the same sacred 
book, cannot tolerate the same priesthood, will not 
die under the same environments if preventable, will 
not consent to rest in the same dirt, neither will they 
hav the same heaven and hell. 
There is a longing hope looking fcrward for the 
time to come when this vexed and troublesome sub- 
ject will find a settlement, at least in the minds of 
the more thoughtful. I think the hindrance hitherto 
is largely a result of a feeling, on the part of these 
thoughtful people, of veneration for a name or word 
which has been so intimately interwoven in the life 
of those whom they love. The memory of our dear 
dead may, perchance, tend to turn the edge of the 
intellectual blade, and our criticism fail to dissect 
these religions as it otherwise would hav done if 
these memories were not. Then there are so many 
praiseworthy things in the life of these religious 
devotees, so many that savor of sweetness, which are 
held in loving memory ; yet these ought not to stand 
in the way of finding the real value of religions, if 
such they hav, and we must not disturb unwittingly 
the repose of these religious devotees, nor ill-treat 
these memories. Were it impossible to hav the same 
sublime hopes without these religions, I would be 
the 'ast one in this world to slaughter these hopes, 
but Iam fully satisfied that all that ever came to 
mortal man under the high promises of religions, and 
the strongest faith therein that ever cherished a hope 
‘within his heart, or placed a cup of joy to his lips, or 
made life noble and sublime—all of these can be at- 
tained in a higher expression with a much larger 
satisfaction than ever came through unbroken 
allegiance to any or all of the religions in this. world. 
I cannot but believe if every symbol of religion, 
every structure raised in its honor, every sacrament 
rendering it support, every hope that rises above the 
ocean of doubt, and every thought and feeling spring- 
ing from religious devotion were forever utterly 
blotted out of existence, nothing but good could 
come to humanity's great heart and life. Not a word 
of love cr sweetness, not a word of tenderness or 
kindness, would drop out of the language in which 
civilization utters its thoughts. Itis evident a change 
like this would fill millions of eyes with tears, but 
those tears, and the sorrow that prompted them, 
would soon giv place to clearer views, and a much 
greater joy would come as a result of emancipation 
from that which largely grew out of the accident of 
time and place. But this will not do. I see that I 
am anticipating. First, What is religion? The defini- 
tion claiming the many millions of our race as devo- 
tees may be rendered in the following terms.  Relig- 
ion is the gift of the gods. It is a change inwrought 
in the devotee. “It is & work of grace. It is above 
the human. Human beings can only use divinely- 
ordained means. All human agencies are only meane 
to an end, they cannot create religion within. He 
that attains to or gets religion must find the source 
of that religion in his divinity. The God, or the 
gods, work in us to will and todo. Religion is his 
or their work through the agency of the holy ghosts 
We are born again, not of ourselvs but the gift of 
God, lest any man should boast. It is the God in 
unity, or trinity, that is reconstructing within the 
devotee his divinity. He becomes a child of God. 
and the sinful pleasures of this world hav been cru- 
cified to him. He is not of this world, seeing that 
he is redeemed from the curse of sin, and the seed of 
God remains within him, and he cannot sin.” 
. Such is the divine providence. It binds us back 

to God. This is religion, This is the definition 
substantially of all of the great religions of the 
world. The background of all religions coming 
under the definition given is fear and mystery; and 
this would very naturally suggest Mr. Spencer's 
theory of religion. Mr. Spencer in his ‘Genesis of 
Religion” finds its highest expression in belief in the 
mysterious, in the Unknowable, the Inscrutable. It 
is not at all unreasonable that in the infancy of 
thought this kind of heredity should claim first rec- 
ognition. Fear and mystery, transmitted from the 
lower forms to the higher, became the basis of relig- 
ion in this higher structural form, not necessarily. 
but incidentally, Max Muller and Mr. Spencer 
fundamentally are one as to the Unknowable—strik- 


ing out Mr. Muller’s inconsistency, which allows the 


ing we are met with the statement that “all our 
notions are utterly without resemblance to that for 
which they stand.” We are told that phenomena 
necessarily imply noumenon, so there is no phe- 
nomenon without noumenon; then there is a neces- 
sary relation existing between phenomenon and 
noumenon ; and hence, if: phenomenon is a manifesta- 
tion of noumenon, if the serutable is a manifesta- 
tion of the inscrutable, if the knowable is a mani- 
festation of the unknowable, it is a little surprising 
how these facts were ever found out, when “our 
notions are utterly without resemblanee to that for 
which they stand.” ' ' 

Thus it is, and thus it ever will be, when we cast 
our line beyond our limits; there is no response, 
affirmativ. or negativ. There is no man living, or 
dead, for whom 1 entertain such profound respect as 
I do for Mr. Spencer, bnt I cannot acknowledge that 
his foundation for religion is true, seeing that it is 
belief in the Unknowable. M. Comte’s. religion of 
humanity—with due respect to the ability of this 
great mao—is the most absurd of anything that ever 
won recognition. That religion is human as soon as 
we reject the first definition, is evident enough. 
While religion is human, it is not the religion of hu- , 
manity, seeing that there are many that hav no relig- 
ion at all There are many kinds of religion, if 
history is true, and M. Comte’s religion is one of the 
many, and a very small one at that. Its English 
pope, Mr. Harrison, is the only authorized exponent 
of the Religion of Humanity. Mr. Harrison must 
laugh in his sleeves when he cherisheth the thought 
tbat his religion is this Religion of Humanity. It is 
useless to use up time in discussing the absurd claim 
set up by adherents to this religion. Another new 
religion of recent origin—while we can recognize its 
method pointing toward needed reforms, we must 
think that its name is ill chosen—‘“ Free Religion" 
—certainly there is no such. We can imagin that 
under. the stress of circumstances this name was 
chosen. It is doubtless destined to giv way to a bet- 
ter name in the near future, more in accord with the 
ability of the gentlemen who are its advocates. In 
connection with this movement we hav an idea sug- 
gested as to the function of this religion, seen in the 
perfecting of oneself, or the perfecting of our nature. . 
This end is founded in no possible experience of our 
race, for it is supposing religion to do that for which 
it has an utter incapacity. 

Religion does not work in this way. Its tenden- . 
cies as seen in the light of history point in quite a 
different direction. I must say, finally, in taking the 
value of these definitions, I am quite unable to find 
any relief. The religions of the world stand before 
us. Their history cannot be divorced from them on 
account of any fancy definition given. Religions 
'must be studied in connection with their history. 
Religions are burnt into the black pages which they 
hav made. Their history has been through all ages . 
a baptism of blood. They cannot: claim to be the 
gifts of the gods. They cannot claim to be inscrut- 
able, unknowable, incomprehensible. Nor can any. 
of them claim to be fundamental in human nature. 
Human nature is not a pledge for their existence, as 
religion proper is older than human nature, and, in 
fact, it is only incidental to human nature. Religions 
stand out in bold relief. They are naked, and at this 
day hav no means of concealment. They hav no 
apparel with which to cover or conceal their names 
or history. And, in fact, there are no ideas in all 
history so far from the unknowable, so remote from 
the inscrutable and the incomprehensible, as are our 
religious ideas. They are the sickly food of the 
lowest tribes, and the most degraded and deformed 
of mankind. So true is this, that religions are 
stripped: of all that is. mysterious. So naked are 
they, and so easily understood, that “the wayfaring 
and the fool need not err therein.” Religions hav, 
and they do to-day, voiced the blackest villainy and 
the deepest and lowest degradation of all times and 
places. They hav kindled the fires of persecution a 
thousand times in the name of their gods, and they 
hav defiled and draped with their filthy slime the 
statutes of all human civilization. And they would 
rejoice to-day if they could kindle the fires that 
would burn to ashes every man and woman exercising 
the freedom of speech, Mr. Ingersoll not excepted. 

J. H. Burnaam. 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
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Our London Letter. 

In these days of general enlightenment and ad- 
vanced scientific knowledge it is rather surprising 
that members of the British Association, during their 
‘annual meeting, now being held at Manchester, 
shouid countenance the “devotional” meetings held 
last Sunday, when, with their usual impudent assur- 
ance, the clergy were endeavoring to show how 
amicably religion and science went haud in hand. 
At the cathedral the bishop of Carlisle held forth 
from the text, “ Blessed are the eyes which see the 
things that ye see.” He said that one of the chief 
features of the advance of science was the successful 
know phenomena, but not noumenon; but at thig| application of knowledge to the wants of man, and 
point the problem becomes an interesting one, for | that the priests of science and the priests of Chris. 
when we attempt to invest these worlds with mean- | tianity must be brothers and fellow-workers, because 


Unknowable to berevealed. Mr. Muller cannot even 
find the lowest form of religion only in a conception 
of the incomprehensible God. The differences in the 
genesis of religion are widely asunder, as held b 
these representativ men. Mr. Spencer’s belief in the 
settlement of religion is as follows: ** Common sense 
asserts the existence of a reality; objectiv science 
proves that this reality cannot be what we think it; 
subjectiv science shows why we cannot think of it as 
it is, and yet are compelled to think of it as existing ; 
and in the assertion of a reality utterly inscrutable 
in nature, religion finds an assertion exactly coincid- 
ing with his own. We are obliged. to regard every 
phenomenon as- a manifestation of some power by 
which we are acted upon; phenomena being, so far 
as we can ascertain, unlimited in their diffusion, we 
are obliged to regard this power as omnipresent ; 
and criticism teaches us that this power is wholly 
incomprehensible. In this consciousness of an incom- 
prehensible power, we hav just that consciousness on 
which religion dwells. And so we arrive at that 
point where science and religion coalesce.” In this 
brief we hav Mr. Spencer’s religious theory, The 
incomprehensible power, the inscrutable, the Un- 
knowable, is the basis, the foundation, of all religions. 
Rather, this element persists in all religions. That 
is the ultimate verity. ` 

Belief in this incomprehensible power is the (re- 
ligiously speaking) substratum, so to speak, of all 
religious manifestation. But our thoughts of this 
incomprehensible power (of this reality), if we hav 
any at all cannot be as we think—tbat is to say, 
that.óur. thoughts cannot represent anything that 
corresponds to the reality. Then it follows that our 
thoughts are not like the reality. But how this 
conclusion is reached, or how it is possible to arrive 
at such. a conclusion without invoking a process of 
comparison, does not appear evident. Before it is 
possible to affirm that our notions of an inscrutable 
existence are utterly unlike that existence, we must 
know that existence, as the very basis of that affirma- 
tion. This, seemingly, is strangely inconsistent, when 
religion is made to stand for something, as its back- 
ground, which is an inscrutable verity. “ We shall 
always be under the necessity of contemplating this 
inscrutable verity as some mode of being ; that is, of 
representing it to ourselvs in some form of thought, 
however vague. And we shall not err, in doing this, 
so long as we treat every notion. we thus form as} 
merely a symbol, utterly without resemblance to that 
for which it stands.” This total lack of resemblance 
is a sure guarantee that * we shall not err!” This is 
clear and positiv. Now, such clearness as to this 
total lack of resemblance between objects ‘of thought, 
when one of these objects is unthinkable, is not evi 
dent. If both are not objects of thought, how is this 
denial of resemblance possible without comparison ? 
This, at once, grunts unto us the clue to the following 
remarkable statement: “Religion, in all of its forms, 
is distinguishable from everything -else in this, that 
its subject matter is that which passes the sphere of 
experience.” When it is utterly without resemblance 
to that for which it stands, this would, of course, 
exclude it from the sphere of experience. This 
“It” of Mr. Spencers must stand for something 
orit has no meaning. Whatever that something is, 
or is not, is a relativ something, and must stand 
related; and this necessarily leaves us where all dis- 
cussions beyond our limits must leave us. 

No sooner do we postulate this unknowable behind 
phenomena, than with equal propriety we postulate 
behind it the unknowable still—an ever-receding un- 
knowable—an ever-receding, inscrutable, incompre- 
hensible power. Then what progress hav we made, 
more than the child, when it asks, “Mamma, who 
made God?" All discussion must necessarily termi- 
nate within the sphere of limitation. No affirmations 
are possible to us only as they entirely relate to the 
limited. There is a limitation to human thought— 
if there are ‘objects of thought in the universe that 
are not limited, we may take it for granted that it 
will not come within our province to affirm or deny 
as to them. That we are constantly under such limi- 
tation is evident from the fact that we, who do the 
thinking, are limited. Words, otherwise used, cer- 
tainly cannot convey to our minds any rational mean- 
ing. When we cease to be limited—then, perchance, 
we can tell what we can think—but nob now. When 
the “I” passes through a thousand translations, or 
ten thousand incarnations, it may be possible for us 
to think of Mr. Spencer’s “It” that is utterly 
without resembiance to that for which it stands. 
But, perhaps, if we could abstract: all our thoughts 
from the “ It,” its balance might be its quantitativ and 
qualitativ value. All attempts to found religion 
upon such a basis must necessarily result in leaving 
the question just where it was when the discussion 
began. The “inscrutable verity"——-belief in which is 
religion—this same “inscrutable verity” is the 
supreme cause, the ultimate cause, the unknow- 
able, the unthinkable, and the noumenon. These 
terms are a'l one and the same. We are allowed to 
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` science was truth, and Christianity was the very truth 
itself. The bishcp of Bedford also discoursed in like 
manner, and stated that many needless difficulties 
had arisen from the prevalence of a narrow and 
mechanical view of inspiration. He gave some illus- 
‘trations to prove that the. biblical writers used the 
ordinary phenomenal language of their day as to mat- 


ters of science, without being supernaturally cog- 


nizant of the mysteries of the universe or of the 
records of universal history. There were also ser- 
mons preached on the same subject by other and 
lesser lights, and, of course, the moral was always 
the same, i. e., that religion had always been ready 
to help and advance science. ; 
wondering whether these preachers are knowingly 
. telling most bare-faced lies, or whether the narrow- 
ness of their minds, caused by a limited education. 
has really so blinded them to facts that they believe 
they are speaking the truth. Of course, parsons are 
generally reputed to be men of deep learning, though 
it is a question if the most profound knowledge of 
dead languages and theological writings can in any 
way be considered as learning in anv but the most 
limited sense of the term. What knowledge can 
such men hav of universal or even church history? 
They hav only to read the works of bistorians who 
hav written in favor of what is called Christianity, to 
see at once that their present statements are utterly 
at variance with truth. Surely they can never hav 
heard of such men as Galileo or Priestley, and senres 
of others, who hav been harried and persecuted by 


the church for promulgating scientific truths whicb- 


were at that time seen to be antagonistic to religion 
But, at all events, the church was so far honest in 
those days, and acted according to the injunctions 
laid down by its reputed fcunders with regard toun- 
believers. Perhaps, however, and more likely than 
not, it would be just as honest nowadays if it had ae 
much power as formerly, but now its talons are cut 
aud.its beak blunted; it resorts to lying and subter- 
fuge, and will submit to being shown to be the poor, 
miserable imposition it is, knowing well that it will 
take time to utterly destroy its power and strip it of 
all its ill-gotten gains. So long as it brings grist. to 
the mill, what does it matter? It will doubtless last 
the time of those who at present liv by it, and their 
successors must look after themselvs. The pious wish 
of the bishop of Carlisle, that the priests of science 
and those of Christianity may be brothers and fellow- 
workers, if carried out. will be a very good thirg for 
the latter, but will sadly handicap the former. Scieuce 
and Christianity are and must be utterly opposed to 
one another, and the sooner scientific men can divest 
themselvs of supernaturalism and see these matters 
in their true light, the better for themselvs and hu 
manity. What advances can science make so long ar 
it is tied to such a dead weight? It proceeds, cer 
tainl), but far more slowly than it would do were it 
perfectly free. If scientific men were not skeptical 
they would become extinct; and it is the skepticism 
they possess, even without apparently knowing that 
such is the case, that enables them to continue to 
extend their discoveries. Perhaps the coming gev- 
. eration will be better able to throw off the theologi- 
cal yoke than their immediate predecessors, who can 
not rid themselvs of the incubus of “ early religious 
training.” seo 
London, Sept. 10, 1887. 
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The Mormon Hierarchy. 


To true Eprror or Tux Truru Seexer, Sir: I am 
fully aware of the confidence your intelligent readers 
place in your editorials. Ever since I became a' 
truth seeker, it has always been my aim and object 
. to tell the truth, as undoubtedly it is yours, but when 

I read in your excellent paper of August 27, 1887. 
that you defend Mrs. Slenker for the same reason 
that you denounce the legal persecution of the Mor- 
mon church, I am not only surprised but astonished: 
‘that you should sip your inspiration from the fount- 
ain of all lies, the Mormon priesthood There is no 
comparison at all between the two. There is nota 
particle of doubt.in my mind that every letter of Mrs. 
Slenker’s has been opéned and read by Comstock or 
by some of that miscreant’s emissaries ever since she 
made herself so conspicuous in the defense of D. M 
Bennett. She is being illegally tortured by this un- 
constitutional postal law, which would be repealed: 
without a doubt if the Freethinkers in behalf of Mrs. 
Sleuker would arrest Anthony Comstock for false 
imprisonment, aud carry it to the Supreme Court for 
final decision. The only reasonable way I can ac- 
count for your great mistake is that you hav been 
reading the Senate or the Edmunds bill, which was 
never passed, ant never became law without Presi- 
dent Cleveland’s signature, and there are no persons 
in Utah who ever wanted it passed, except possibly a 
few Christian cranks; and that class is small in Utah. 
I am pleased to say. You will pardon me, friend 
Macdona.d, if I now make a short reply to your ed- 
itorial. 

Allow me to state. then, that T first heard Mormon- 
ism preached in 1851. In 1853 I joined the Mormon 
church, when a youth, unknown to my parents, at 
the request of Mormon elders, J left New York city 


Now, I cannot help 


~on; hear ye him.’ 


.Utah into the Union since the Mormon constitution 


the first week in May, 1856, for Utah. So I am com- 
petent by sad experience to spesk of this Mormon 
octopus. I will guarantee every Freethinker in Utah 
will bear witness to every statement I make. 

Now- to your article. First, the Mormon church 


“was never organized under the Utah territorial laws, 


but under the priesthood’s independent state of 
Deseret, in March, 1849. The treaty of Guadaloupe 
Hidalgo was in 1848. In 1850 September 9th. the 
Organic act was passed for the territory of Utah. 
This independent state of the Mormons embraced 
Utah, Arizona, Colorado, Carson Valley (Cal.), Ne- 
vada, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, and Nebraska. Of 
course, as soon as the Organic act was passed and 
became known in Utah it made null and void the 
state of Deseret. But the Mormons were determined 
to hav an independent state, that is, a kingdom, to 
be exclusivly for Mormons, and on Feb. 8, 1851, this 
state of Deseret, with her state officers, passed an 
act incorporating the church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints. This was five months after the Organic 
act passed. Then the Mormon priests organized the 
Perpetual Emigration Company, and made it an 
annex to the church, for the board of the chure) was 
to appoint the board of managers of the Emigration 
Company. Next these divine leglislators gave all 
Caché Valley to Brigham Young in trust for the 
church. In fact, it was all church and no state. 


Brigham Young was governor, prophet, seer, and 


revelator; head of the church and emigrating fund. 
and trustee for both. He appointed the legislators, 


‘chaplains, and all county officers. . He was the high 


muck a-muck. That this is not so to.day in Utah is 
owing to the acts of Congress attempting fo crush 
this priestly monstrosity. 

If, by any possible means, Utah could become a 
state, while the Mormons hav such an overwhelming 
majority the same reign of terror would be inaug- 
urated that existed here in 1855-6-7-8, In one year 
there would not be a Freethinker alive in Utah. In 
three years. there would not be a gentile in all Utah ; 
that is, of course, if they submitted like lambs to the 
slaughter, which they would not do; and if ever the 
awful cry of. the gentiles (true American citizens) 
shall be raised, “Come over to Utah and help us, 
to save our lives, our families, our property, from 
these Mormon thieves, thugs, and seducers "—then 
the Mormon problem would be solved in the name of 
humanity. To prevent such a calamity, Utah must 
not become a state. There is not an American citi 
zen, of any political party, or of any religion or irre- 
ligion, in Utah who is not willing to liv without state 
rights indefinitly. You cannot find a man in all 
Utah who wants a state government, except the 
Mormons. For the good of all, Utah must not be- 
come a state till the back of priesthood is broken. 

Secondly, Mormonism is based on the assumption 
that God came down in the state of New York—with 
another personage, Jesus Christ—to a young man 
nimed Joseph Smith and said, “This is my beloved 
' Peter, James, and John are 
alleged to hav come to the same young man. As a 
matter of fact, of course, it is all a priestly fabrica 
tion, like Joseph’s dream, upon which is built Chris- 
tianity. To be sure, the Mormons hav as much right 
to their religious belief as the Christians or Free. 
thinkers—there is no one in Utah who attempts to 
abridge this right, or the right of free thought, 
speech, and press, except the Mormons. It is only 
four: years ago that Charles W. Penrose, the editor 
of the Deseret News, filled column after column to 
prove that blood atonement was a true doctrin, but 
the time had not come to put it in practice. Why? 
Because we hav not yet a state government; but be- 
fore Penrose left England for Utah the practice was 
in full force all over Utah. It became so frequent in 
Salt Lake City that it was a common saying, “An 
other man for.breakfast!" This was before the “ ac- 
cursed gentiles" and the hsted United States 
officials came to Utah to stay. You are aware, I sup- 
pose, that the Mormons ran out of Utah every United 
States. officer, except Governor Cummings, from the 
time Brigham Young was removed from being gov- 
ernor till the advent of General Connor and the es 
tablishment of Camp Douglass. 

I see the New York Sun has about the same ideas 


that George T. Curtis holds, namely, that there is no- 


reason why Congress should refuse the admission of 


prohibits polygamy. They did not notice that this 
constitution did not giv women the right of franchise. 
Suppose Utah were admitted as a state, the polygamy 
clause would be null and void. With Mormon gov- 
ernor, judges, marshals, prosecuting attorneys, etc., 
there would never be an arrest, much less a convic- 
tion, and all the gush about the pardoniug power of 
the president, governor, etc., is only Mormon taffy. 
Every Mormon as sincerely believes in the celestial 
order of marriage (polygamy) to-day as he did three 
months ago. People who believe such superstitions 
do not change their belief because it is incompatible 
with & republican form of goverment. This state- 


‘hood ruse of the Mormons proves these people the 


most dishonest in the world. Every authority in the 
Mormon church or kingdom is a well known polyg- 
amist, Yet to gain political power, which they would 


hold absolutely, they counseled their serfs to take 
the oath prescribed by Congress, not to aid or abet, 
directly or indirectly. any person who practiced the 
crimes of polygamy, bigamy, or incest. Ia August 
they all voted to make the fulfilling of God’s holy 
revelation on celestial marriage a misdemeanor. Can 
priestcraft ever sink lower than that? No person in 
the future can defend them under the pretext that it. 
is their religious belief. ^ 

I do not for a moment doubt that the Catholie and 
Protestant churches, if they had the same opportu- 
nity to colonize a vast territory exclusivly of their own 
peculiar sect, would make just such a hell as the 
Mormons made of Utah when it was exclusivly Mor- 
mon. But the Mormon church has marshalled its 
hosts in battle array against the United States; it has 
aullified every law made by Congress for thirty years. 
In 1862 Congress made a law prohibiting polygamy, 
and providing that no church in the territories should 
own over fifty thousand dollars. The church foreed: 
the people faster than ever into polygamy, and robbed 
them more than ever, and made the attempt to com- 
pel them to turn over all their property to the church, 
under the pretext of joining the Order of Enoch. 
The church then had the brazen impudence to say to 
the United States officials, from 1862 till 1883, “ If 
apy of the Mormons are guilty, why don’t you arrest 
and convict them?” This was the cry of the church 
papers all the time {ill the authorities commenced to 
enforce the Edmund's Jaw, passed in 1882. Then the 
ery of persecution was raised by the chureh liars, 
and the cry of persecution has always been the battle- 
ery of the Mormon church. But I challenge the 
Mormon church, and all its aiders and abettors in 
New York city, or in the United States, to produce & 
single instance where the United States has ever per- 
secuted the Mormon church or people. I am quite 
familiar with the true history of Kirtland, Missouri, 
Illinois, Utah, and the Mormon sensational stories. 
The five hundred so-called volunteers from the Mor- 
mon camp were merely hirelings of Brigham Young 
—hired out by Col J. C. Little to President Polk; 
and Brigham Young sent two men to San'a Fé to 
receive their (the ‘“volunteers’”) pay while en 
route to Utah and bring it to him. The two mer, 
or agents of Brigham Young, were John D. Lee and 
Howard Egan,both notorious murderers, and were 
executed to save their masters from the eocaffold. 

Brigham grumbled when they returned because 
government had not paid them up to date. To this 
hangs a long tale of intrigue of ‘Brigham Young and 
the Mormon church with President Polk, and the 
Mormon petition to the British Parliament for funds 
to land twenty thousand British subjects on the 
Pacific coast to take possession of Oregon and Van- 
convers Island for the British queen. This was in’ 
1846-7. (See correspondence of Lord John Russell, 
M.P., and T. D. Brown, Mormon agent.) Col. T. L. 
Kane, of Philadelphia, introduced Col. Jesse C. Little, 
Brigham Young's agent, to President Polk, who 
offered to furnish twenty thousand men on the 
Pacific coast ; and Colonel Little was so persistent in 
bis importunities for him to engage these twenty 
thousand Mormons, as regulars or volunteers, that 
Polk grew suspicious. and declined to engage over 
tive hundred. And these were all Brigham Young 
had in America to spare; the balance were in Eog- 
land. If the Mormon church could do this in the 
green tree, what will it do now if it has the chance? 

These are facts, and can be proved by church 
works which I hav, except the interviews with Presi- 
dent Polk, which are in Washington, D. C. 
Hooper, Utah. Epwarp F. Munn. 


—oeor 

The Maoris Still Heathens. 

From the Otag», New Zealand, Wiiness, 

An American religious newspaper announces that '* Chris- 
tianity is making considerable progress among the Maoris of 
New Zealand.” On the principle of going from home to 
hear news, there is nothing surprising in our getting the 
latest information about Curistianity among the Maoris from 
religious circles in America. But the news itself is sur- 
prising’ in a very eminent degree. A key to its interpreta- 
tion may, perbaps, be obtained from another item of church 
news in the same paper: 

A Wilkes-Barre clergyman announced, on 4 recent Sunday 
morning, tbat he would preach in the evening on the topic, 
* How to Liv a Good Christian Life." The congregation 
assembled at the proper time and waited to be enlightened, 
but the minister failed to appear. At last a committee 
found him at the police station, where he was locked up on 
a charge of drunken and disorderly condnct. He had been 
fuvered with a baby, and. in his exultation, drank more 
wine tban be could manage. . 

The Maoris are progressing in the Christian life much 
after the fashion of the Wilkes-Barre clergyman. Read, for 
example, the interesting details in tbis week's papers about 
the new “ Paribaka incident.” an incident consisting in some- 
thing like a pitcbed battle over the capture of Maori sly grog 
sellers. Another ‘‘incident” of the same bellizerent char- 
acter, a few weeks back, occurred at the arrest of some 
dangerous fanatics belonging to the Haubau persuasion. 
The only per contra fact I know of relating to the recent 
spread of Christianity amongst the Maoris is an advertisment 
in the Riverton paper signed, ‘‘ Horomona Paotu, head of 
Ngatimamoe tribe." Horomona advertises that he has been 
to heaven, up a ladder, und describes some perrons and 
things that he saw there, which facts, says Horomona, ‘‘ are 
very bard for us to think over, except those which are born 
in the spirit." This seer, fortunarely for himself, resides in 
the extreme south. Had he lived in northern Maoriland he 
would-probably be a Hauhau, and in durance vile with his 
fanatical compatriots. : 
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sample copies of the paper with the hope that they may 


—— —9-8—99————— — — — 
An Advance in Doctrin. 


Judge Stephen Brewer, of Ithaca, N. Y., has forced 
the Presbyterians to take one step ahead, and to re- 
pudiate one of the cardinal doctrins of their creed. 
In an “Open Letter to Colonel Ingersoll,” ‘Henry 
M. Field, editor of the Hvangelist, said: “I never 
heard of any Christian teacher who said that the 
creator brought beings into the world to destroy 
them.” Judge Brewer, in a letter to the Evangelist, 
quotes the Presbyterian “Confession of Faith,” 
which uses this language: 

** God from all eternity did, by the most wise and holy 
counsel of his own will, freely and unchangeably ordain 
whatsoever comes to pass. 

“ Although God knows whatsoever may or can come to 
pass upon all supposed conditions, yet hath he not decreed 
anything because he foresaw it as future, or as that which 
would come to pass upon such conditions. 

** By-the decrees of God, for the manifestation of his glory, 

some men and angels are predestinated unto everlasting life, 
and others foreordained unto everlasting death. 
. “ These angels and men, thus predestinated and foreor- 
dained, are particularly and unchangeably designed; and 
their number is so certain and definit that it cannot be either 
increased or diminished." 

The creed, as Judge Brewer reminds Dr. Field, 
then goes on to say that this predestinating was done 
“before the foundation of the world was laid," and 
that “without any foresight of faith, or good works 
or perseverance, or any other thing in the ereature, 
as conditions or eauses moving him [the creator] 
thereunto ;’ which clearly proves, according to Cal- 
vinistic Christianity, that “the creator brought beings 
into the world to destroy them.” ‘With this, Judge 
Brewer rests his case. 

In his reply, Dr. Field admits that these extraets 
are against him, and that he finds it “a difficult mat- 
ter to justify or explain them.” He therefore re- 
pudiates them by quoting, * Why seek ye the living 
among the dead?” and saying that “we speak only 
for the churches of to-day." . And if, by any possible 
contingency, "any number of men worth noticing 
should avow or imply, as contained in their creed, 
such & horrible doctrin as that ‘God created human 
beings in order to destroy them,’ then in that case 


we should go a step farther, and repudiate, not the 
construction, but the Confession itself.” 

Of course this is heresy, but Dr. Field sent Judge 
Brewers letter to “one of the most distinguished 
professors of theology in this country,” and the pro- 
fessor agrees with him, by saying: 

“ Even if it could be shown that the Westminster Confes- 
sion justifles the interpretation given by your correspondent, 
the Presbyterianism of our country and our time does not in 
any wry indorse that interpretation. Not a line can be 
quoted from the writings of any representativ theologian 
of our church that would sustain such a construction. Our 
foremost theological teachers maintain the contrary, and de- 
clare that our Confession ought not to be interpreted as 
teaching any such thing; and if a thousand Presbyterian 
ministers were summoned into court, every one of them 
would testify that no such doctrin is taught in our symbols. 
Every man of them would repudiate it as false, and each and 


| all would declare before God and men that they hold no such 


opinion. Why, then, should a possible interpretation of cer- 
tain detached expressions in our creed be set over against 
such living testimony? Why should it be charged upon 
Presbyterians in this age that they hold what they are unani- 
mous in repudiating, and what their best living theologians 
hav taken special pains to controvert ?? 

` AJI this is very satisfactory as a sign of progress in 
Presbyterianism, but it in no way justifies Dr. Field’s 
assertion that he never heard of a Christian who be- 
lieved that God brought beings into the world to 
destroy. Both Dr. Field and the distinguished pro- 
fessor of theology practically admit that that belief 
did once obtain, and the twist given it by Dr. Field 
to mean no living Christian is a mere quibble. And 
it is besides not a little dishonest. For, unless every 
ordained preacher of the Presbyterian church has 
told a falsehood when obtaining his license from the 
presbytery, he believes it now. . The second question 
put to a candidate for the Presbyterian ministry is, 
“Do you sincerely receive and adopt the Confession 
of Faith of this church as containing the system 
of doctrin taught in the holy scriptures?” And 
a Presbyterian minister’s license contains these 
words: “And he having adopted the Confession of 
Faith of this church, the presbytery, did, and hereby 
do, license him to preach the gospel of Christ.” 
Therefore the assertion that no Presbyterian now 
believes the doctrin so horrible to Dr. Field is false. 
If “the Presbyterianism of our country and our 
time does not in any way indorse” that extract from 
the Westminster Confession, why is it in the consti- 
tution of the Presbyterian church in the United 
States, as ratified by the General Assembly in 1821, 
amended in 1833, sold by the Presbyterian board of 
publication at the present time, and used to-day by 
all the churches? Please stand up, Dr. Field and 
distinguished professor of theology, and answer this! 

Moreover, while we may be satisfied and glad that 
Mr. Field and a distinguished professor of theology 
repudiate a doctrin found in the Confession of 
Faith, this repudiation is no answer to Judge 
Brewer nor justification of the original remark. Dr. 
Field abuses Colonel Ingersoll for “misrepresenting ” 
Christian teaching, and says he never heard of a 
Christian holding the doctrins denounced by Colonel 
Ingersoll. This is the same as saying, and will be so 
accepted by nearly everyone unacquainted with the 
minute diabolicalness of Christianity, that the doc- 
trins were never taught by Christians. Dr. Field 
did not say that the doctrin had been abandoned ; he 
implied—and with dishonest deliberation, we believe 
—that it never had been held. Of course, then, 
there are but two conclusions to be reached. The 
first is that Dr. Field never heard of John Calvin, 
nor the Westminster Confession, nor the present 
Presbyterian book labeled “Confession of Faith.” 
The second is that he distorted the truth for the 
sake of scoring a point against an opponent. For 
one, we find it extremely hard to adopt the former 
hypothesis. 


— P ——————— 
The Province of Quebec. 


An editorial in the Toronto Mail of the 19th ult. 
calls attention to a state of affairs in Lower Canada 
astonishing, in this era of the world, in a supposed- 
to-be civilized country. It is nothing more nor less 
than that in Quebec the ecclesiastics are superior in 
power to the state officers and legally the governors 
of the province. 

By ancient law, whenever a bishop of the Roman 
Catholic church shall consider it wise to establish a 
eanonical parish, the lieutenant-governor of the prov- 
ince is compelled to at once recognize that. parish as 
a municipal parish as well In a case just decided, 
this old law is held to be still in force, and the 


bishop of Quebec has used it to transfer an English- 

speaking settlement from an old town to a new one, 

burdened with heavy taxes and other things discour- 

aging to an economical settler. This decision leads 

the Mail to a consideration of the relations between 

church and state in the province, and finds the 

marriage to be of the orthodox Roman Catholic pat- 

tern—indissoluble till the death of one of the parties. 

Speaking roughly, says the Mail, “Quebec suffers 

from that preponderance of clerical government 

which prevailed in France up to the revolution of 

1789 and in Mexico down to the uprising of Juarez.” 

The church has complete control of the appointment 

-of its officers, a condition which France and Germany : 
hav found to be incompatible with the welfare of the 
state which supported the ecclesiastical officers, and 
the result is that the civil government is but a ser- 
vant of the church, and forever on its knees to her. 
The Mail cites that. in the last election, one of the 
candidates publicly announced that if elected he 
“should consult the hierarchy on all important ques- 
tions, and abide by their decision.” And the govern- 
ment, which has just incorporated the Jesuit organi- 
zation, justified its action on the ground that the 
pope approved of it. Similarly, continues the Mail, 
“although perhaps ninety-nine intelligent French 
Canadians in every hundred will, as citizens, con- 
demn the tithe and fabrique assessment system and 
the system which permits such outrages as that to 
which the Huntingdon settlers hav just been sub- 
jected, as Roman Catholics they uphold these evils; 
and unfortunately they are Roman Catholics first 
and citizens afterward, so completely has the church 
succeeded in occupying the space which in other 
communities is filled by the state. Again, it is con- 
fessed by most French Canadians competent to pro- 
nounee an opinion that a map of intellect of the 
North American continent, such as those formerly 
drawn of France, would probably represent Quebec 
as the region of greatest illiteracy. Just now many 
French Canadian parents are alarmed at the action 
of the church in removing lay teachers and placing 
the public schools in the hands of the religious 
orders, whose members are not required under the 
law to submit to any test of their professional quali- 
fications, and may. be, and often are, unfit from that 
point of view. It is stated that there is not a single 
lay male teacher left in the schools in Quebec city. 
In the rural districts the process of eliminating the 
lay element and turning public education over to 
nuns and young girls in training for the convent has 
been going on for some time. The parent grumbles, 
for he knows that under the religious orders the 
three R's will be sacrificed to the seven S's, and his 
children but poorly equipped for the career of citizens 
of a modern state. As a Roman Catholic, however, 
he considers it his duty to submit to a condition 
of things which, to say the least, is not hopeful. So, 
too, with respect to clerical interference in elections, 
there is a widespread opinion among the better class 
of people that the elector ought to be free to mark 
his own ballot. Yet, as Roman Catholics, all (or 
nearly all) accept the view of the church that voting 
is a matter within the sphere of morals, and that she 
has therefore a divine right, not merely to advise the 
elector, but to employ spiritual intimidation, if need 
be, in compelling him to vote as she desires him 
to vote.” 

This subserviency and complete slavery of the 
French-Canadian population to the church is admit- 
ted by all to be the great drawback to the advance- 
ment of Quebec. The policy of the pope is to make 
Quebes thoroughly Catholic, and there is no instance 
in history, says the Mail, of any set of ecclesiastics 
declining to take advantage of the powers which 
accident, self-aggrandizement, or the will of the - 
people in a less enlightened age may hav conferred 
‘upon them; and it would be pueril to blame the 
hierarchy in Quebec for following the consistent and 
immemorial example of the cloth. But the question 
is one of great importance to Canada as a country, 
for under the rule of the priests there can be no 
liberty at all in Quebec; her population is impover- 
ished by the exactions of the church, which can sell 
a man’s farm, even, if he do not pay the church’s 
demands; there are no schools worth calling by that 
name; and the constant demand of the people is for 
money, which goes not to relieve their necessities, 
but to meet the extortions of the church which is 
ébe cause of their poverty. 


The Mail frankly confesses that it sees no hope of 
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. knowledge of her condition should be possessed 


. punished according to Christian notions. 


' of the Christian Advocate, but, O Lord! how pious 


‘care to deny that the Mormons are a scurvy lot of 
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remedy, The Quebec legislature is in the hands 
of the church, and even the politicians of Ontario 
consider it great statesmanship to extend clerical 
privileges in return for clerical aid in elections. But 
if there is no hope for Quebec, it is well that a 


What, then, is the sin for which Mr. Munn go 
| soundly berates us? Only this, and nothing more: 
We said that the United States had no right to enact 
legislation authorizing government officers to con- 
fiscate, sell, and administer the property of any 
church corporation, be it Mormon or Methodist, 
Catholic or Congregational. That.is the whole of 
our offending, end Mr. Munn has used up over two 
columns in “ replying” to it, without having touched 
our position at all, or even mentioning it, or showing 
that he in any way comprehended what he was 
“replying” to. His communication shows only that 
he hates the Mormons, and is willing that a rival 
sect should harry them through form of law, whether 
that law be constitutional, or in harmony with Ameri- 
ean ideas, or not. 

When Mr. Munn demonstrates that the United States 
has the constitutional right to seize the property and 
administer the affairs of a solvent private corporation, 
either because it is a religious corporation or because 
some of its members hav violated a law against steal- 
ing or bigamy ; and when he demonstrates that this 
action is not directed solely against one sect by pro- 
ducing the records of any suits against church cor- 
porations in the territories or in the District of 
Columbia other than the Mormon corporation; and, 
finally, when he demonstrates his capacity to find 
out what he is railing against, and to write to the 
point, we shall be very happy to defend the liberty 
of even so despicable a religious sect as the Latter 
Day Saints from the persecuting proclivities of so 
polite a gentleman as Mr. Edward F. Munn. 


deae 
* Robbed Him of His Crutches.” 

Probably most of our readers are familiar with the 
story with the foregoing title. It has been going 
the rounds of the religious press for two or three 
years. The story is that Colonel Ingersoll and Mr. 
Beecher were once in company, and in answer to a 
defense of heresy by Colonel Ingersoll, Mr. Beecher 
related that, as he was walking along the street, a 
“big, burly rufian” robbed a poor cripple of his 
crutches, leaving him sprawling in the mud. Turn- 
ing to Colonel Ingersoll (so the yarn goes), Mr 
Beecher, “rising from his chair and brushing back 
his long, white hair, while his eyes glittered with 
their old-time fire as he bent them on Ingersoll, said, 
* Yes, Colonel Ingersoll, and you are the man! "The 
human soul is lame, but Christianity givs it crutches 
to enable it to pass the highway of life. It is your 
teaching that knocks these crutches from under it, 
and leaves it a helpless and rudderless wreck in the 
slough of despond. If robbing the human soul of its 
only support on this earth—religion—be your pro- 
fession, why, ply it to your heart’s content. It 
requires an architect to erect a building: an incen- 
diary can reduce it to ashes.’ The old man sat 
down, and silence brooded over the scene. Colonel 
Ingersoll found that he had a master in his own 
power of illustration, and said nothing. The com- 
pany took their hats and parted.” 

We hav denied the truth of this fairy-tale some 
scores of times on the authority of Henry Ward 
Beecher, who wrote his denial to Horace Seaver. 
We. never thought it worth while to ask Colonel 
Ingersoll to deny it, but Mr. J. L. Treuthart, of 
Portsmouth, O., forwarded it to him, and sends us 
his reply as follows: 


in'the United States, where annexation or commercial 
union with Canada is much talked about. It would 
be folly, indeed, to annex to a free country a popu- 
lation of slaves who refuse to make an effort, or to 
permit others to:make an effort, to break away from 
their bondage. 


——— S S ——— ———— 
The Sunday Law a Means. of Grace. 

In Galveston, Tex., the enforcement of the Sunday 
law is being pushed with rigor, except against those 
who most deserve punishment—the clergy and the 
newspapers which do not dare to denounce the law. 
Although warrants hav been issued for the arrest of 
the editors and employees of the Galveston News, 
they hav not been served, while the mechanics in the 
oil mills, the clerks in a drug store, the coal cart 
drivers, and a fruit dealer, hav all been properly 
The fruit 
dealer was an Italian, and he sold five cents’ worth 
‘of candy. The drug firm paid $40; the employees 
of the oil mill, ten in number, paid $100; and the 
coal cart drivers paid $10 each. 

The News still keeps on fighting Parson Briggs, 


it has got. “ The obliteration of the customary day 
of rest would be a dismal commentary upon boastéd 
progress in civilization and wealth," says the Wes 
now. It looks as though the Mews had purchased 
immunity from the Christians, and is paying the 
price on the installment plan. 

The following letter bears on this subject : 

“ New Yonx, Sept. 30, 1887. 

* DgAg Eprror: I agree with you that it serves the 
Galveston News just right to hav its employees arrested for 
breaking the Sunday law. But you did not reveal all the 
turpitude of the News. You say that that paper printed not 
a word against the letter of Judge Cook; but its sin of com- 
mission. was much worse than its sin of omission. It called 
attention to the letter, and demanded of the officers of Gal- 
veston that they should enforce the law. Now, when it is 
enforced, the. News cries like a child, and says it is the 
* general opinion that newspapers are exempted from the 
operation of the. law.’ Certainly, newspapers are allowed 
to be sold on Sunday, but.the law does not exempt the 
mechanics (which include the editors and telegrapbers) who 
manufacture them. See articles 183, 184, 186 of Texas 
Sunday laws, in TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL of 1887.” 

The Galveston Mews is a colossal hypocrit, and 
we advise Mr. Belo to join a church, as the only 
appropriate refuge for him. A man who frankly 
says that he ought to be allowed to make money on 
Sunday, but that everybody else should be put in 
prison for doing the same thing, is wasting his 
talents outside of a prayer-meeting. 


e gg 
. Mr. Munn and His Enemies, the Mormons. 
Mr. Edward F. Munn consumes considerable 

space this week in abusing the Mormons and the 

Editor of Tus Truta Srxxzr, who, he insinuates, is 

their aider and abettor. Mr. Munn, no doubt, means 

well, but he doesn’t sppenr to understand the English 
language. 

The date of Mr. Munn’s entrance into Utah, the 
particular law under which the Mormon church is 
incorporated, and the particular bill under which ihe 
property of the Mormons is being seized, are all of 
no consequence in the difference of opinion between 
Mr. Munn and Tue Taura Seexer. Neither do we 


** New York, Sept. 8, 1887. 

** J. L. TREUTHART, Esq.,—My Dear Sir: There is not one 
word of truth in the article you sent me, entitled ‘Robbed Him 
of His Crutches,’ which I reinclose to you. People are con- 
tinually manufacturing falsehoods for the purpose of avoid- 

ing arguments that they cannot answer. I never had any 
such conversation with Mr. Beecher, nor with any other 
human being, nor anything approaching it, nor anything out 
of which such a story could honestly hav been made. 

** Yours very truly, R. G. Ixaxnsorr." 


Thus we hav Mr. Beecher's denial of the truth of 
the tale and. Colonel Ingersoll’s denunciation of it. 
But these facts will not make the slightest difference 
in the regularity and frequency of the appearance of 
the story in the columns of the religious papers. 
“Tf the glory of God hath more abounded through 
my lie, why yet am I judged a sinner 2” is holy writ, 
and a good enough guide for religious editors. 

—— — —À9-4-— — ——— 

A sHORT time ago the printers’ union of this city consid- 
ered the advisability of raising the price of composition. In 
arguing against the plan, C. C. Burgoyne, one of the largest 
employers of printers in the city, says: ‘‘ At a few hours’ 
` notice a certain ‘institootion’ on the outskirts of the upper 
end of the city can furnish you any number of * compositors’ 
—compositors to whom the short narrativa written by Noah 


fanatics, though doubtless something could be said 
for them on the score of morality, industry, and gen- 
eral material prosperity. And it is not pertinent to 
the argument to show whether their proposed re- 
nunciation of polygamy, on condition that Utah be 
admitted to the Union, is sincere or not. We are 
not defending Mormonism, nor polygamy, nor the 
Mormons themselvs from the consequences of any 
crimes they may hav committed. On the contrary, 
we would punish them, legally, for eath and every 
crime they, as individuals or as a church, hav com- 
mitted. And if the hierarchy of Mormonism arrays 
itself against the government in overt acts (which is- 
the constitutional definition of treason), we hold that 
the priests should receive at least as severe punisli- 
ment as was meted out to Jefferson Davis and the 
other traitors who engaged in an armed and bloody 
rebellion against the United States not more year 
back than the average mind can easily wander, 


Webster are a sealed book; compositors to whom the rules 
governing capitalization and punctuation are veiled as with 
a thick blanket; compositors who yell out, ‘ Which of you's 
is got my run-down? ^" This is a practical man’s certificate 
to the value of the education dispensed at the Roman Cath- 
olic Protectory, which draws about a quarter of a million of 
dollars annually from the taxpayers of this city, and which 
is, as to all intents and purposes, a parochial school. 


Tse Redpath Lyceum Bureau. is booming George A. 
Sheridan in the lecture field as a destroyer of Ingersoll. The 
bureau publishes à pamphlet descriptiv of the wonderful 
powers of Mr. Sheridan, and after reading it we are surprised 
that Colonel Ingersoll is alive. One of the astounding feats 
of the little David is that he drew two years’ pay as a mem- 
ber of Congress without having rendered any service. This 
indicates his smartness, but at the same time reflects some- 
what upon his honesty, and we should think the bureau 
could well afford to forget the theft. Among Mr. Sheridan's 
references are the Hon. John Sherman, L. A. Lambert, R. B. 
Hayes, Lew Wallace, Thomas L. James, and & lot more of 
politicians who well understand how to ‘‘ work the religious 
racket.” It is worthy of note that while Lambert only 
claims to hav sold 100,000 of his book abusing Colonel In- 
gersoll, the Redpath Bureau has no difficulty in seeing a sale 
of 300,000. But then, a little lie like that is nothing to re- 
ligious folks. 


Tux following, clipped from a contemporary, we commend 
to the prayerful consideration of those of our readers who 
are in arrears : 

“Sr. MIOHAEL’S PALACE, TORONTO, Sept. 3, 1887. 
* To the Editor of the Catholic Weekly Review: 

“ SIR : I hav been often pained and astonished at the frequent 5 
appeals of editora and proprietors of newspapers to their sub- 
scribers, urging them to pay their just debts. Oatholics, at least, 
cannot be unaware of their obligations in this matter, and that ab- 
solution to a penitent heartily sorry for his sins does not free him 
from the obligations of paying his just debts. The atonement for 
oblivion of justice in this world will certainly be exacted in the 
next. Jonn Josera LvNOH, Archbishop of Toronto.” 

We feel just as certain a8 Archbishop Lynch does that no 
subscriber to THE TRUTH SEEKER who owes us money will go 
to heaven. Justice will catch him just this side of the pearly 
gate, and he will be as apt to get into purgatory as into 
Abraham's bosom. Last year’s receipt for this year's sub- 
scription is of no more use than absolution to a penitent who 
owes the printer. It is seldom that we can agree with friend 
Lynch, but this time we can shout Amen with a loud voice. 


.A Boston jury has convicted the Rev. W. F. Davis, a 
crank preacher, for speaking on Boston Common without 
permission. Judge Staples, in addressing the prisoner, 
said: ‘‘ From 1640 to 1821, when Boston became a city, the 
citizens of Boston decided for what purpose the Common 
should be used. After that time this right was given to the 
corporate municipality, the mayor, board of aldermen, and 
common council. It cannot be said that the constitutional 
right to deliver a sermon transcends all other rights, al- 
though Christianity underlies the social fabric. There are a 
good many things which may restrain our personal freedom 
and liberty, yet in the use of public property and social in- 
tercourse there must be some restraints for the best interests 
and good of the whole community." If Judge Staples had 
said that Christianity underlies a good deal of our social, but 
none of our legal fabric, his remarks would be much more 
acceptable. The position assumed by Mr. Davis was that 
inasmuch as he taught Christianity, he had rights superior 
to the whole community, and could do as he pleased with 
the community's property. If,like C. B. Reynolds, Mr. 
Davis had hired & lot in which to preach, and had then been 
arrested, the proceeding would hav been a gross outrage. 


IN a sermon on '* The United States Constitution from a 
Religious Standpoint," preached last month, David Gregg, 
pastor of the Boston Park street church, said: 


“If we interpret the Constitution according to its plain reading, 
itis assuredly a non-religious document. The true God has no 
standing in it. It offers no more protection to the religion of Jesus 
Christ than to the religion of Buddha. The oath which the presi- 
dent takes in assuming office has no mention of God in it, although 
an appeal to God isthe very essence of an oath. The absence of 
the religious character was noted from the very beginning, and it 
was the subject of consideration by God-fearing patriots, Dr. John 
Rogers wrote to Hamilton for an explanation of the omission, and 
received the reply: ‘Indeed; doctor, we forgot it.’ One class of 
people claimed that it was an oversight; another that it was in- 
tentional and for the purpose of divorcing the church from the 
state. 

* What is our duty as Christian citizens in regard to the non- 
religious character of the Constitution? We should do that which 
our fathers failed to do; we should crown our God and Christian- 
ity in the very first sentence of the Constitution. We should make 
it read : * We, the people, in the name of God; accepting the son ag 
our ruler,’ etc. 

“ The only class that would object to this would be those who re- 
joice that the state is divorced from religion. The great work of 
the last century was the setting of the nation right in the eyes of 
men ; the great work of the next century should be in setting it right 
in the eyes of almighty God. I can make an impregnable argu- 
ment on this point, and if compelled shall take occasion to do soat 
some future time. The American Constitution must be Christian- 
ized. Thousands of men are at present associated with this end in 
view; and the weight of the argument is all in favor of these men,” 


If the Rev. David Gregg were alone in his views, if the 
country were not full of corrupt politicians who bargain with 
the church on every occasion, we could afford to smile at 
this. But as it is, we are inclined to think that the God-in- 
the-Constitution party are making greater progress than the 
opposing organization. 


——— BÀ €———————— 
Mr. Tucker Congratulates Himself. 
From, Liberty. 

Hot-headedly wrong, but forcible, able, and interesting 
writers—such is THz TRUTH SEEKER'S verdict upon the 
Australian Anarchists. Singular fact, isn't it, that wherever 
you find an Anarchist you find 4 man of brains and talent? 
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elfers from friends. 


Hetix, OR., Sept. 12, 1887. 
Mr. Eprron: As my father, Ben Stanton, was one of the 
most faithful readers of Tas TRUTH SEEKER over eight 
years, I feel it my duty to inform you of his death. He died 
July 11th, 1887, aged 53 years and 11 months, after suffering 
almost a year from dropsy. He was patient to the last, and 
died a true Liberal. He leaves a Liberal family—a wife and 
five children. He was also a member of the Liberal League. 

: Miss ANNA STANTON. 


BarrsTON Sra., N. Y., Sept. 18, E M. 287. 
Mr. Eortor: Inclosed please find $2 20, as per bill. ** God 
and His Book” is a book that every Infidel in the world 
should hav. It is worth it weight in gold of Ophir. 
Tar Terra Beeker that Mr. Farrell is going to publish 
Colonel Ingersoll’s speech at Reynolds's trial in Morristown. 
If 80, as soon as yon receive some please send me two copies. 
Iam sowing the good seed of mental liberty as fast as I can 
here, and the good Christians are giving me L the best they 
can, but [am right side up with care yet. That you may 
liv long and enjoy good health is the wish of the Infidel 

family of WirLiAM Taorps. 


MusxzGoN, Sept. 6, 1887. 
Mr. Eprrog: I take upon myself the unpleasant task of in- 
forming you that my father, an old subscriber for Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, Wm. Jones, passed from earth life on the 21st of 
August, after an illness of a little more than a week. He 
had been a reader of Taz Trova Seeger since its begiuning. 
and a great admirer of Mr. Bennett. Though a Spiritualist 
in belief, he had great sympathy with all Liberal movements. 
We enjoyed these views with him, and though we do not wish 
to continue Tae TRUTH SEEKER at present, we wish you to feel 
that we are grateful for the good we hav received from it, 
and shall at all times follow it with our best wishes. If 
there is anything due up to this date, please inform me and 

I will remit. Mrs. G. H. Forp. 


CoLuĮmBIA City, Sept. 18, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: I write to you to inform you of the death of 
Mr. Carpenter. His last request was for me to write to you. 
He had been helpless almost one year with rheumatism and 
a general breaking down of the system. Two weeks ago to- 
day he could scarcely read, but he had me prop Tue TaorH 
SEEKER up 80 he could look at it. He passed away peace- 
fully as he had lived. We took him from our home to South 
Whitley and Jaid him to rest. We did everything he re- 
quested us todo. We filled his casket with flowers. There 
was no one of his belief here to say anything, so we buried 
him in silence. He died the 12th of Sept., aged 57 years 
9 months and 21 days. He had preserved every copy of 
Tar Trora SggKER. His request was to hav you publish 

his death. Respectfully, Mrs. S. H. CARPENTER. 


Wonot&sTER, Mass., Sept. 24, 1887. 
Mr. Eprron: Iam very much pleased with the last copy 
of Tae TmnuTH SERKER. I think Mr. W. F Jamieson takes 
the right ground in regard to debates with even such men as 
Clark Braden. Let us not giv a Christian a chance to say we 
are afraid to meet them in debate. As to Herr Most, it 
seems to me that he only declared his intention of doing 
what most all Freethinkers are doing. That is, disregarding 
all laws that we consider unjust. Shall we keep our mouths 
closed for fear of the blasphemy laws, or shall we break 
them? Shall. we be careful not to break the Sunday laws, 
no matter how unjust they are? And the same of the postal 
Jaws relating to what some people call ohscene matter ? 
Where would Freethought hav been to-day if the mental 
heroes of the past had not resisted tyrannical laws? The 
Boston tea party used force, and so did the patrints of Lex. 
ington, Concord, and Bunker Hill use force to resist unjust 

and tyrannical laws. Hurrah for Watson Haston.. 
: C. L. HASKELL. 


STRASBURG, ILL., Sept. 20, 1887. 

Mr. Eprrogu: When a wedding, birth, or death occurs it is 
customary to notify the tamily and friends. As all three 
hav occurred here, I hasten to write this epistle. The wed- 
ding was of fraternal spirits in the cause of Freethought; 
the birth was of a host of new theological ideas, and the 
death of many absurd notions. The Christians turned out, 
the Infidels were out, the women were out, little boys and 
girls were out, I was out, and all to hear C. B. Reynolds tell 
the object of the Liberals of America. He wrote me Friday 
evening that he had no hall in Mattoon Monday night, and 
could come here. I wrote for him to come, and sent- word 
to all I could. The school-house was full, and nearly as 
many more outside. He gave away a lot of papers, and sold 
a good many books; we did the best we could, and he said 
it was a success. It does me good to see the treasurer's re- 
port in the papers, for I am president, secretary, and treas- 
urer. After paying expenses we hav $9.67 in the treasury, 
and the only chance I hav to get rid of it is by paying it to 
Liberal lecturers ; and the more lectures we hav the more I 
- get, so you see our kind of Liberalism reaches clear down to 
the pocket-book. We are looking for some grand work at 
the Union at Chicago. Every state should hava secretary 
to receive names and reports from every county in the state, 
and every county a secretary to receive reports from town- 
ships. We must stand up and be counted some way. Let 
us aH take one good, long, and strong pull next year for or- 
ganization. Let the speakers at the Union write their 
speeches and send them to the Liberal papers for publica- 
tion, and then get on some committee and work like Turks 
(I don’t know whether Turks work or not) for the very best 
interests of the Liberal cause. And, to the Liberals living in 
the country, just let me say, ‘ Make a lite effort, and 


I see by ` 


see how easy it is to get money to. pay a Liberal lecturer. 
Don’t stand back and say, * When it rains mush my plate is 
bottom side up.’ Keep your plate right side up and it RUE 
always be full; then sift out what you want orcan use." If 
this letter is too long, shorten it; if too short, el it; 
if good enough, print it; if not, save it to start your fire 
this winter. Yours truly, A. Yonk. 


RoonzsTEB, Minn., Sept. 21, 1887. 

Mz. Epiron: Please allow me space in your paper to say 
that I indorse, with emphasis, what Abbie Knapp said ina 
late number ia support of Elmina. We hav little to do with 
her modes of gaining or giving scientific social facts or fal- 
lacies. I believe the Constitution givs every one the right to 
gain knowledge through the mails, if he so desires; and the 
article by C. L. James, in August 20th, indicates that sealed 
letters are inviolate. Thus Elmina's case proves *' disgust- 
ingly" clear to us that we are losing every right we ever 
had to free speech, press, end mails. 5 

I shall hope to see the American S cular Union Convention 
take severe action, and critically feel the public pulse to 
determin if it be wise to imprison so honest and charitable 
an Infidel Quaker woman upon so ethereal a pretext. 

We are all anxious to know how much this **land of the 
free” allows to freedom. And must we hav a King Comstock 
to tell us what is ** disgusting ?" 

Iam glad you still keep supplying cartoons. Mr. Heston 
must hav a prodigious imagination, to clothe the facts so 
appropriately. 

Inclosed please find subscription for another year. 

: Frozra WARDALL-Fox. 


Frenoutown, NEB., Sept. 15, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: So many able writers more capable than my- 
self hav espoused Elmina's cause, I hav waited (perhaps too 
long), knowing they would express my own sentiments in 
regard to her case, and they hav. While I wish to assure 
Bister Elmina of my profound sympathy for her and her 
labors, those grand women, Susan H. Wixon (whom we all 
pity so in her affliction), Lucy Colman, Elizabeth Denton, and 
Dr. Juliet Severance, together with * Altair” (she being a 
whole host in herself), hav said so many good things for El- 
mina, I hav felt that there was nothing at all left for me to 
say. On reading the letter of ** Altair," I heard a person say 
“ ghe should be made attorney-general of the United States.” 

The whole world should read Elmina’s papers on sexual 
intemperance, that great emancipation proclamation to 
women, and be convinced that she has only the betterment 
of the human race at heart; and the race will bear consid- 
erable improvement yet. When Comstock gets the rope off 
her neck, she will then be the ** noblest Roman of them all.” 
Later on, we will build her a monument of pure white mar- 
ble reaching just as high as our money will take it. She is 
the Hypatia of modern times, and will be made a saint, as 
was the Hypatia of old, and that, too, by the very demons 
who wrought her ruin. Mary Bairo Finou. 


——— 


MynrLE CnEgE, Or., Sept. 10, 1887. 

Mr. Eprrog: Rationalism views everything in its natural. 
radical, and philosophical reality. It comprehends the sci- 
ences, cause and effect. It discovers and acknowledge: 
laws by which everything is controled in the march of prog. 
ress. But when its development is intercepted by any inter- 
ference, those laws interpose until the cause of disturbance 
is removed. It finds no remedy for sin but restitution. It 
finds no divine right or prerogativ for a few to domineer over 
and rule the many. It finds no personal devil. It finds no 
personal or anthropomorphic God in the domain of the uni- 
verse. It finds a force, a vital principle, which permeates 
all nature. It discovers that if we would become wiser, 
better, and happier, and make others so, we must employ 
the ways and means by which it can be accomplished, 
instead of praying to a supernatural God. It finds that it is 
wiser and better to aid the poor, famishing, and ignorant in 
our midst than to send treasure and missionaries to distant 
lands with the Bible. It finds that it would be wiser and 
better to tax the rich churches and relieve the laboring man 
of some of the burden of taxation. It finds that it is better 


to teach the young something useful and practical than to |, 


teach them church catechisms. 

Supernaturalism is a species of insanity. It isa perversion 
of the natural faculties, and leads to injustice in politics and 
religion, and is subversiv of the best interests and happiness 
of mankind. L. C. Hi. 


PrrrsBUnGBE, Pa. Sept. 24, 1887. 

Mr. EprroR: This orthodox, priest.ridden city has just 
had an intellectual shaking-up by a course of lectures de- 
livered by Dr. J. L. York, of California, who has justly been 
styled the ** {ngersoll” of the West.* The Pittsburgh Secular 
Union was forrunate in securing this celebrated orator to de- 
liver the opening course of the season. His first lecture, en- 
titled, * The Two Bibles—Evolution or Creation, Man or 
Monkey—Which,” was delivered Sunday, September 4th, in 
Maltby Hall, to a crowded and intelligent audience who fre. 
quently interrupted the speaker by outbursts of overwhelm- 
ing applause. The second lecture was delivered in Lafayette 
Hall, subject; ** Capital and Labor; or, the Reign of the 
Common People.” The lecture was a master effort, and 
made a deep impression on the working-people of this city. 
The executiv board was convinced by the large audience on 
this occasion that it would be futil to attempt to crowd the 
people that would be likely to come out to hear the last two 
lectures into Maltby Hall, hence they secured Lafayette Hall 
for the following two Sundays, and the crowds of people that 
attended the third and fourth lectures justified them in tak- 
ing this wise step. His last lecture was on “ Individuality, 
Courtship, and Marriage." 'This was a great lecture. The 
doctor never appeared to better advantage than he did on 
this occasion. He seemed to be ** brimful" and running over 


with his subject, and he held his audience, as it were, ** apell- 
bound” for fully an hour and a half. This lecture will long 
be remembered by the people here, who hav placed.a very 
high estimate upon the doctor as a public lecturer and Lib- 
eral reformer. 

After lecturing in Philadelphia, Boston, and Buffalo, he 
returns to Pittsburgh to deliver two more lectures on Sun- 
days, November 6th and 18th. ANTHONY BARKER; 

Vice-President Pittsburgh Secular Society. 


New York, Sept. 24, 1887. 

Mr. Eprrog: Let well enough alone, isa good proverb. 
Is it wise, is it policy, for us Freethinkers to be exclusiv, and 
separate from society without good cause? Hav we not 
lecturers working early and late to make propaganda for our 
cause? Will they succeed better when we make needless © 
changes, obstructions, to which we ourselvs do not agree, 
and which are of no possible use and good to us? A new 
era, beginning somewhere—or anywhere, not to be particular 
about a few months or years more or less, as per H. M. P.— 
may do well enough for most of us, but it will not suit teachers 
por scholars, small or large, historians nor chronologists, 
much less astronomers. A new. era means another interrup- 
tion, a complication and confusion in computing time, as 
anyone will tind by examining encyclopedias. Under Chro- 
nology in Encyclopedia Britannica appears the following: 
** Each small community, and king, and priest had his own 
era. But by a natural process the mischief was gradually 
and partially remedi d. The extension of intercourse be- 
tween the various small groups of societies of men, and still 
more the union of larger groups, made a common epoch nec- 
essary. Astronomers denote the year. which preceded the 
first year of our era by 0, and the year previous to that by 
1 B.0., but chronologers, in conformity with common no- 
tions, call the year preceding the era 1 B 0 , and the previous . 
2 B.0., and so on. By reckoning in this manner, there is an 
interruption in the regular succession of the numbers, and 
in the years preceding the era.” 

Reading the.above made me a decided opponent to any 
new era. even if it were free from error, but to read such 
fulminating nonsense to uphold a gross error of fact from 
G. N. Hill makes one nauseate. I ask your readers now, Is 
our object to make mischief, confusion, complication, and 
interruption, without & benefit for us or anyone else? Let 
us put down such innovators as cranks. It would look 
about like taking down the top story of a stone building, and 
building in its place a story of brick, and calling it thereafter 
a brick house. If civilization demands a new era, I am 
quite sure it will commence it from the earliest time known, 
regardless of any person's reputation, and make it to con- 
form and acceptable to the whole world, doing away with 
counting backward, a strain and a stumbling-block more or 
less to any child learning history. 

A much better epoch to start a new era would be the 
Fourth of July, 1776. It would find thousands of adherents 
to every one of the so-called Freethought calendar here and 
in Europe. But who wauts it? Not one sensible man. 

I hav asked repeatedly, but in vain, for one, only one, 
good reason in favor of a new era, but there is none to be 
found. Eras are not suitable any more to commemorate 
men's deeds or lives. 

To count the time correctly is the hour, day, month, and 
year we liv in, and not past; or else we would h'v to date 
1886 8 months and 24 days, but this would be no improve- 
ment to our dating in use. FreD. Kozzix. 

Pirr Lare Farm, O., Sept. 25, 1887. 

Dear Frienps or Tar Trouta SgEKER: A terrible calamity 
has fallen to our lot in the sad, sudden, and shocking death 
of our only son, Hubert, who died Aug. 25th from the effects 
of alkaloid poisoning. 

For four summers his happy presence had made of our 
home a heaven, but in eighteen short hours the joy of that 
home is changed to deepest sorrow, and all we hav left is his 
cherished memory, mingled with the'thought that could we 
hav known his danger in time those willing hands and trust- 
ing heart need not lie pulseless in death. 

Eminently a child of nature, and taught its wonders by a 
loving mother, his chief delight consisted in seeing and tell- 
ing its beauties. Being healthy, and consequently activ and 
happy, he blessed our lives, and was our greatest help and 
hope. Truthful himself, he trusted others; self-reliant, yet 
having a most tender heart; strong-willed, and yet so teach- 
able. Such qualities so often shown in his nature endeared 
him to us by every tie that blesses and joins parent and 
child. If, in obedience to his firm will, he had wronged any 
one, unsolicited he would confess his error, not to an imagi- 
nary God, but to the only one who had any claim to the con- 
fession—the one injured —and say, pleadingly, *I am so 
sorry.” 

Fearing that he might hav inherited a predisposition to 
those insidious diseases which affect the brain, and knowing 
the sympathy existing between the viscera and that wonder- 
ful organ, the brain, we never allowed him to eat cake, 
candies, condiments, or fiesh meat, but made his diet a fruit 
and farinaceous one. But in an evil hour his life was risked 
by a thoughtless domestic, who, violating our express com- 
mand, gave or permitted him to eat, while in her charge, a 
hearty meal of richest hash. Undigested, it had lain in his 
stomach eighteen hours, when he was taken with most fatal 
symptoms of approaching dissolution, like one poisoned. As 
if realizing his extreme danger, he said, ** Papa, will I die?” 
Feeling it was too late, I tried to comfort him, and then he 
said, * I don't want to die. I want to stay with you.” 

He endured his intense sufferings without murmuring, 
and died in my arms, a sacrifice. another example of in- 
nocence suffering through another’s conceited ignorance. 
Those innocent eyes lie closed so untimely. A little sister 
whom he loved so well, and whom he had risked his own 
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life to protect, lies. in the eradle brotherles& at two weeks 
old; & mother placed upon the verge of insanity ; a desolated 
home, and those who knew and loved that noble boy com- 
pelled to suffer all the pangs of separation—all the result of 
one thoughtless act. 

What monstrous injustice to the wronged and trusting 
child, if death ends- all, tobe so cruelly robbed of a life he 
oved so well! Ifthere is another life, and he yet is con- 
scious, wliat must the pangs of parting be to his tender heart 
when ours may yet prove unbearable? What shall we say 
of that conceited ignorance which, disregarding recklessly or 

: wilfully the admonition of experience and older Judgment, 
has brought this great affliction upon us?. And yet in the 
face of this awful experience. we are told that. a!] wrongs will 
be righted in the next world! But how can we expect 
justice to govern there when it fails here? 

-Upon the principle that. mankind has more faith in him 

` who-faithfully keeps his promises in this life, so we would 
hav more faith in the rule of justice if its debts were not all 
due in another world. Mantus HxreHTON. | 


BrooxLYN, N. Y., Sept. 14, 1887. 

Mz. Enprrog: I. inclose $3 on my subscription for THe 
.TRUTH SEEKER, with thanks and congratulations that we 
hav a few periodicals whose managers hav the courage 
and fairness: to publish the logical import of facts on sub- 
jects of common interest and importance. My being- an 
uncompromising advocate of the equal right of every indi- 
vidual to liv and to the meaus of living, regardless of creed, 
color, age, sex, or nationality, should logically impel me to 
be neutral or liberal on the religious question. Moreover, 
religious superstition appears to hav: been the first result of 
human thought, reason, and observation. Hence, it is the 


` germ of social philosophy, investigation, and progress; and 


appears to be developing into Socialism, which promises to 

ripen into Materialism. "When the fruit has matured, the 

germ should naturally die of itself; therefore, I shall fail to 

see the expediency of an effort to kill the germ prematurely. 

Nevertheless, such effort may possibly do: good; it can 

' hardly do harm at the present juncture of human affairs; for 
popular thought and aspirations appear to bé trending to a 
subject of far more importance to the human race than 
religious superstition and Infidelity combined; hence, I shall 
find no cause for hostility to either of them, but will suggest 
the probability that those who make the discussion of such 
vagaries a specialty will find themselvs ** badly left" at:the 
end of the race. 

The histories of the human race inform us of a time—and 
it does not seem long ago—when the strong oppressed the 
weak; and those who would plead-the cause of the oppressed 
in the name of humanity were in danger of being hunted 
like wild beasts, and slain when captured. It was then that 
the gods and religious superstition did some good service to 
the oppressed, notwithstanding the efforts of priestcraft to 
prevent it in the interest of statecraft. Therefore, if the 
gods, through religious superstition, hav placed us in a 
position to plead the cause of man in the name of man and 
for man, hav we not something to thank the: gods for, even 

` if they hav but an imaginary existence? The gods having 
placed us in a position to work out our own salvation, our 
requesting them to do more, or reviling them because they 
do not, is equally degrading to our manhood. Better work. 
óut our own salvation like men than waste our time reviling 
the gods or beseeching them to help us further. 
, J. A. TUTTLE. 


Sept. 23, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron : I feél that I cannot rest till I hav entered my 
weak protest against the sentence of the Anarchists, so-called, 
of Chicago. I think it the most abominable blot that could 
be put on the egcutcheon of our grand republic, for grand it 
was in its conception, but the ignorance and selfishness of 
man has put many blots on its fair fame, but this is the cap. 
sheaf. The Manchester massacre was nothing to it, and it 
damned Castlereagh forever in history, and in the memory of 
his countrymen. To think that in a country whose written 
Constitution says that the liberty of speech shall never be 
abridged, the people will sit supinely by and see such a sen. 
tence carried out, is a thought to make the nations of the 
earth sneer, and Russia's autocrat smile and say, ** The great 
republic is copying after me." But sixty million tyrants are 
worse thgn one; there the responsibility rests on one man, but 
here we all share it. The whole rests on us, the people, and 
if that sentence is carried out, whose neck will be safe that 
dares to utter words that are not popular with the million- 
aires that now govern the coun:ry with the help of monopo- 
lists, concentrating their capital in. all branches of business 
to crush out the small tradesmen, and make but two classes 
—the very rich and the very poor! How long will Knights 
of Labor, or any other body of poor men, dare to say their 
soul is their own with such a precedent set by the highest 
tribunal of the state. It will be the death-knell of liberty, 
and, in my humble opinion, if the whole body of working- 
men do not protest in the strongest manner against the hang- 
ing of those men, they will soon find the chains riveted about 
them so strong by millionaires, monopolists, and priests com- 
bined, that their hopes of liberty will be forever blasted. 
These men were condemned not for murder, but for talking. 
There is no pretense that either of them committed murder. 
No, they were attacked by the police when: at a peaceable 
meeting, and did not even try to protect themselvs, but 
some one threw a bomb and the police were hurt.. But these 
- men were known to be dissatisfied with the present state of 
affairs, and dared to say so, and for this they are to be hung 
as an example to all dissatisfied men who dare to speak 
against the wish of the moneyed aristocracy that is crushing 
the very life out of the nation. Will the people of this coun- 
try submit to such an outrage ?. I fear they will. The blood 
of the Puritans, of the race that first settled the country, is 


‘clothe him with skins. 


so mixed up with the dupes of priests that it runs sluggish 
in the veins of the present generation; but there ought to be 


enough -men who: “ know their rights, and knowing dare. 


maintain them,” to overthrow at the polls the horde of priest- 
ridden slaves who do the bidding of those who would enslave 
us, and to see the laws so made that liberty of speech should 
never be infringed upon. J. Downzs. 


Irnaca, N. Y. Sept. 18, 1887. 

. Mr. Eprror: Nature! What is nature? Answer: It is 
all our senses comprehend, the substance of our being, ani- 
mal and intellectual, male and female, the god of law, and 
the goddess of liberty, the positiv and negativ balancing prin- 
ciple, the sole revolving unity; her science recognizes no 
good, no evil in distinction. The tree of the knowledge of 
distinction, through the ignorance of nature’s laws and ani- 
mal excess, we hav created the subtle beast (indulgence) 


called the serpent because of its deceptivness, and thus pro- 


pose to divide the unity of the masculin and feminin funda- 
mental principle upon which eternal nature is founded. 
Thus Babylon (confusion) is established, and the whole 
world feeds upon the fruit of the tree good and evil. And 
thus the science of universal nature is entirely inoperativ. 
and instead of building the lord's (nature's) house, every 
man runs to his own house and says, ** Here, look here!” 
and forces our.feminin attention to his splendid architecture, 
and we become bewildered and decide at once that his is 
good for food, and desirable to make one wise, and thus 
widen the breech between the animal and the intellectual 
And to prove the truth of what I say along come the car- 
toons presenting the lowest form of man, à mere beast (sec- 
tarianism). I will not recognize him as belonging in my 
garden of intelligence, hence I turn him out and bar my 
gates forever against him, and pronounce him dust, and 
He was never a man, nor ever can 
he be. To be a man is masculin and feminin unity; to bea 
subtle beast is to divide this unity, and let each dual form 
take their independence and responsibility. Thus nature 
seems to make war against herself, and drop the curtain and 
shame a dog. I accept him only upon the ground of a ghost 
of appearance, a mental hybridism, the mystery of ignorance. 
Whatever is must be as a test of the truth of nature. When 
woman (the feminin of man) takes the ballot it will be the 
confirmation of mental hybridism and suicide; it will be to 
do that which is unnatural, and to acquire responsibility 
that is not compatible with her structure, and will bring with 
it governmental and military duties which would be unnat- 
ural to her taste and family requirements. No, nature can 
not be thus divided; it is the frustration of natural science 
and manly reason. The chief end of man is to carry out 
manly principles in the undivided unity of the masculin and 
feminin nature. Thus nature seeks her own positiv and nega- 
tiv structure, and cannot be divided. ZENAS KENT. 


Toronto, OnT., Sept. 26, 1887. 

Mz. Enrron : Communications from Toronto do not appear 
often in Taz TRUTH SEEKER, so by way of variety I thought 
a few lines would not be unacceptable in the Friendly Letter 
department. This is Mr. Watts’s headquarters, and, with 
the exception of being absent a few weeks now and again, he 
lectures every Sunday evening in Science Hall, Adelaide 
street. Toronto is remarkable for the number of its 
churches; they are everywhere, with new ones continually 
being erected. The Methodist is the all-powerful denomina- 
tion, from the mayor downward. Sundays are kept in as 
orthodox a manner as possible; no street-cars running, no 
stores open, except drug-stores, and but for the presence of 
two parks everyone would be compelled either to go to 
church or stay in the house. Toronto is a paradise for 
parsons. Sam Small or Brother Jones can fill the biggest 
church here every time. 'The newspapers every Monday 
report wishy-washy sermons nearly verbatim, but always 
ignore Mr. Watts’s eloquent and instructiv lectures. A small 
body of Freethinkers congregate in the Queen's Park every 
Sunday and address the crowds gathered there. They 
always get the largest audience. This park is a curious 
sight Sundays—all denominations, from the orthodox to the 
most Liberal, trying to get converts by singing, praying, and 
exhorting. The success of the Freethinkers has caused no 
little jealousy among some of the followers of the lowly 
Jew, and quite a spirited controversy has taken place this 
summer through the Correspondence columns of the Toronto 
press with a view of stopping the Infidels in the parks, bu: 
every letter was ably replied to by different Freethinkers. 
and the result is that Freethought has more listeners than 
ever. Ministers here frequently denounce ** horrible Infidel- 
ity "—but in their churches, where you are not supposed to 
answer them. One prominent minister, Dr. Wild, said in a 
sermon a short time ago that he would challenge any man in 
Toronto that ‘‘ the pyramids of Egypt refute the theory ot 
evolution.” Such an opportunity Mr. Watts could not 
resist, who wrote accepting the challenge; but the worthy 
reverend backed out of it with the excuse that such debates 
did no good. So you see the advantages these men hav. 
They can talk the vilest trash in their churches, knowing 
they need not substantiate what they say unless it pleases 
them to do so. 

Mr. Watts last Sunday delivered an interesting lecture on 
“ Science vs. Theology " to a large audience. Ia the course 
of his lecture he spoke of the difference between what is 


subjectiv and what is objectiv, and to illustrate his meaning’ 


he related an incident that happened to him twenty-three 
years ago that I think will be interesting to our Spiritualistic 
friends. A learned Secularist of his acquaintance, Dr. 
Clark, of London, Eng., became a convert to Spiritualism. 
Dr. Clark always affirmed that every night he went home 
the tables and chuirs would rise and bow to him, and that 
spirits were the cause of this courtesy; that this phenomenon 
was the reason of his belief in Spiritualism. Mr. Watts and 


! 
a friend one night accompanied the doctor home with the 


intention of seeing whether the furniture would be as court- 
eous to them as to the doctor. Ou their arrival Mr. Watts 
requested Dr. Clark to remain below while himself and friend 
went upstairs to examin for themselvs. On opening. the 
door and surveying the room, Mr. Watts exclaimed, loud 
enough for the doctor to hear below, ‘ Well, if I had not 
seen this I could never hav believed it.” On hearing this, 
the doctor came upstairs and said, ** Did I not tell you so? 
Perhaps you'll believe me after this.” Mr. Watts said, ‘ In 
what direction is the table bowing now, doctor?" ** Why, 
straight toward me." Mr. Watts: **Are you positiv about 
it?' The doctor: * Why, certainly." Mr. Watts then 
informed him that himself and friend had watched the fur- 
niture since their arrival, and it had neither stirred nor 
shown any signs of activity. The doctor's idea was sub- 
jectiv, and not objectiv. Gro. WirLrAMs. 


Aroxa, Inn. TER., Sept. 18. 1887. 

Mz. Eprron: I hav waited. and looked in vain for an 
answer to my proposition on the prospecting expedition, and 
as none has come, I hav been quietly working along away 
down here to develop what I hav, and as Aunt Sister Brown 
used to say in the class-meeting, “I hav cause to be happy,” 
tor everything is coming out just as I expected. 

And, while working out here all alone in the hills, thoughts 
wil come to my mind, which I'l try in my rough, rude 
way to convey to you their meaning; so you must not 
expect a flowery and scientific letter from a prospector, but 
accept his ideas and explanations in his own langauge. 
Now, I take my ledge or vein to be the world. On the 
croppings I find everything mixed—poor ore, good ore, and 
the greater amount entirely barren. 1 find this laid here by 
Mother Nature in strata or streaks, so I giv each one its 
name. The good, pure ore I call truth, right, light, and 
reason, and I find it in only thin streaks. The larger I call 
ignorance, superstition, priestcraft, dogmas, fanaticism, and 
a host of others too numerous to mention. Having now 
made my location, I select my most promising stratum, and 
go to work making a dump for each kind, separating it as I 
go. I find my pure ore in the largest strata to be truth and 
right, lying with ignorance and superstition on one side and 
priestcraft and dogmas on the other, nearly crowding out 
and mixing up with this other, my small stratum, light and 
reason; but knowing as I do, I fear not for them, for at 
some time I hav every reason to believe that they will come 
into the main ore body if sufficient prospecting aud mining is 
done. Bo I go to work and pick and bammer. I find 
ignorance and superstition the easiest ground, but with 
these few tools and single-handed I make no headway. I 
then resort to my drills, and drive in long holes. I load. 
them with powder called sound, solid argument; I tamp 
with science, good morals, etc.; I get fire from the literal 
hell-and-damnation Methodists, and spit my fuse called 
enlightenment, and stand from under. My blast is a success. 
I can make headway and get good ore. I find sometimes 
that it is nearly pinched out between these, but I work 
away, and every time it gains I find it wider and richer. 
Still, I meet with difficulties. Sometimes my tamping blows 
out, and I hav to use others; and then I find my powder too 
slow or too quick, and in that way lose that much drilling; 
but experience is a good teacher, and I know now how to 
handle the ground better and select my powder, tamping, 
fuse, etc., to suit it. And then I am rewarded in finding the 
strata of honesty, sobriety, uprightness coming in as the ore 
body widens. I place them all on the ore dump, and in size 
they make a small comparison with the other, but in the 
bright light of heaven they then show their true worth; 
while, on the other hand, the other cannot withstand the 
light and other élements, and show signs of decay and attract 
but.little attention of my visitors. "The deeper I go the less 
I Gnd of it. But I find another obstacle; the other side is 
crowding in on me. I make an attack, but I can only knock 
off a chip now and then. This is about to spoil our mine 
and cut off all our good ore. The prospector has gone to 
his depth; it now requires experienced miners and such 
men as Ingersoll. Putnam, Remsburg, Bell, Reynolds, Moss, 
Oswald, Peck, and all other old-timers. (By the way, isn't 
it about time Peck gave us another blast of the trumpet? 
Come into the collar, old friend; your last cured me of 
a well-seated attack of malaria.) Priestcraft is too hard for 
us prospectors. Our poor little steel, though good and true, 
makes but a faint impression with our hardest blows. Ah! 
these old, experienced miners bring out the diamond drill, 
and with such a brain as Ingersoll for & foreman, and the 
others for workmen, ihe work is started. It is almost 
diamond cut diamond, but the drill goes on. When striking 
such things as Billings's ** Crimes of Preachers” it all but 
stops, but after a time it penetrates (and it is a wonder 
it doesn’t get stuck) and goes on through, and the explosions 
from their blasts shake the earth. Good ore is being hoisted, 
and this rebellious matter is stowed away in the empty 
stopes and drifts and out of the way. 

We now need other workers on the surface, such as Miss 
Helen Gardener, Miss Susan Wixon, and all of that kind. 
Let Miss Wixon bring all of her children, so that they can 
see and enjoy the fruits of our labor. No man better enjoys 
the presence of children than'a prospector, for you invariably 
find him a big-hearted, whole-souled fellow, who usually 
becomes an experienced miner. And, as I digress, the work 
is going on, and our hopes are now centered on the miners, 
and we look forward with pleasure and anxiety, and are 
waiting to hear from them that they hav reached the stratum 
of light and reason, and then our ore body is complete. | 
These are the thoughts of one working under ground, with 
no one but old Mother Nature to commune with. Some one 
has said that truth crushed to earth will rise again, and light 
and reason will prevail. So thinks the old prospector, 

Jea Vai 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. “Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
tits Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


The Grapevine Swing. 


Where the woods were green and a trailing vine 
Was rent from the tree where brown roots twine, 
And thrushes above to chatter so fine, 

Never happier trio than we— 

Tom, Ned, and Dick, that was me— 
And singing we swung from morning till night, 
Down the gray slope with savage delight, 
Till the torrent’s dark chasm hid us from sight. 


"Twas not a limp swing to dreamily go 


‘Neath the bright arcades where the blne-bells- 


blow, 
The shade and the sheen flitting too and fro, ' 
But a pendulum strong 
O'er the stream with its song, 
Racing down from the crest with riotous yell, 
Drifting out over the hades-like dell, 
The vine swiuging back as the tongue of a bell. 


Brother Will declared ’twas perilous fun, 

But we staked the venture as A No. 1, 

Each taking his turn when the other was done. 
We thrée had read or been told 
Of Boone, the brawn hunter bold, 

Who on a wild vine swung safely over 

A roaring stream to the leafy cover, 

And the hidden trail stayed the Indian rover. 


One day after church and the Sunday-school 
We stole from the house, with its too strict rule, 
To Nature’s temples inviting and cool. 
Oh, the jolliest boys were these, 
A-climbing the autumn trees ! 
Havd over hand, as monkeys or bears, 
Mistaking for apples the slow-ripening pears — 
No praise but a lecture, possibly prayers. 


Swiog backward through cycling years as I dream 
Of honeyed perfume where locust-trees gleam, 
And apple-blooms blow their sails on the stream, 
And we float past the days 
A summer moon sways. 
September’s cheek glows with the fair Maiden 
Blush; * 
Her hands with Russets and Greenings are flush ; 
But something we miss—’tis the voice of the tbrush. 


Our sister shall sing a low song instead, 

As she sang of the birds whose mother was dead— 

Her song and the dove’s upon the same thread. 
Her hair of shining brown rings 
Waves sweet adieus as she sings 

Farewells to the world, with its gossip and lies, 

Revealing to.day a like truth in her eyes, 

An angel to ua in a mortal disguise. 

Frenchtown, Neb. Many Barrp-Fincz. 


* An apple common in the West, ripening in 
September. i 
—— emm 


The Mountain Flower. 


I grew upon the side of a mountain, and 
was called a mountain flower. I remember 
well one cold, windy day being blown upon 
the ground with many of my sisters and 
brothers, 

Finally a little bird came along and gath- 
ered some of us up in its beak and flew away, 
I knew not where, but suddenly I was 
dropped down here where I am growing now. 
I felt very cold and miserable, and could 
scarcely keep from crying, thinking of being 
80 far from my home and all alone. I was 
so dazzled and bewildered I could see noth- 
ing. All was confusion. 

That evening a cold rain came, and sank 
me deep within the earth. It wasso dark 
down there I could see nothing, but the 
earth protected me from the cold wind and I 
felt slightly comforted. 

I lay there I know not how long, but one 
day I came up into the light, which so daz- 
zled my eyes that I could scarcely see, but by 
degrees I became used to it and looked 
around me. ` It was very beautiful there after 
all, and my heart leaped with joy as I gazed 
about me, for I was not entirely alone, as I 
supposed. "There were large trees, Such as I 
had seen when I was in repose upon my 
mother’s bosom. They all looked down 
kindly on me as though glad I was there. 

The sunbeams came down on me with a 
caressing touch, and I felt very warm and 
comfortable indeed. E 

The warm sun I had so admired began to 
sink at last, and passed from my sight. And 
I missed him so much. 

I, too, must hav gone to sleep, and slept 
for many hours, for when I awoke the sun 
was again aboye the horizon. I was glad to 
-see him, for I feared he had left forever. 

I- was suddenly startled by a low sound, 
and gazing in the direction whence the sound 
came, I saw a little brook chattering over 
the rocks, and on looking closer saw my own 
reflection in the water. The soft breezes 
touched the water so gently that they made 
tiny waves that were very pretty. The birds 


visited the little brook and me very often, | 
and they were our most welcome visitors. 
And though.I hav dwelt here for a long 
time now, I 2m still content with my lot, and 
shall never pine again for my nativ land. 
Appr WILLETT. 
Hale, Kan., Sept. 17, 1887. 
er 


Our Puzzle Box. 


1.—WoRD SQUARE. 
1. A blood-letting instrument. 
2. A French measure. 
3. A girl’s name. . 
-4, An open space of ground. 
5. A white powder. 
Lyons, N. Y. 


C. RooxER. 
2.—NUMERIOAL ENIGMA. 
I am composed of fourteen letters. 
My 6, 1, 14, 5, 9, 4, is a kind of spice. 
My 10, 12, 11, 7, is à mountain in Europe. 
My 2, 8, 3, 18, is a kind of tenacious cem- 
ent. 
My whole is a capital city in North 


America. Warren B. OROHARED. 
ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'8 CORNER, 
SEPT. 24, 1887. 
1.-Pl-ague. 2. Fo-rum. 3.-Ch-alice. 4.— 

Ch-artist. 
————— — — 9-9 9— ————— 
Correspondence. 


Granp CourxE, W. T., Sept. 11, 1887. 
Dear Miss Wixon: My grandma takes 
Tur Trorm SEEKER. I like the Children's 
Corner very much, and the pictures. I 
thought I would tell of my papa—he is a 
Catholic, mother and I are truth seekers. 
The priest came to baptize me, and I hid in 
the barn. I am nine years old and am going 

to school. Tomas Q. Barry. 


Arctic Industries. 


It may not be gnnerally known that im- 
portant mining operations are carried on 
within the Arctic circle. Cryolite is brought 
from Greenland to Philadelphia by the ship- 
load to be used in the making of candles. 
At Alten, near the North Cape in Finmark, 
extensiv copper mines hav been worked for 
a long time. When it is remembered that 
most of the work has to be done under 
ground, and that heat is what the workmen 
suffer most from, it becomes apparent at once 
that mines may be almost as profitable in 
those high latitudes as they would be on our 
coast. The main thing is to hav communica- 
tion open once a year for bringing supplies 
and carrying away the ores. 

An engineer who visited the mines at Alten 
a few years ago, to study the condition in 
which they were worked, found that the 
climate interposed no obstacle. The mines, 
when fairly deep, are warmer in winter than 
in summer. 

In such work as has to be done above 
ground, there is scarcely any interruption. 
During the three dark months, when the sun 
does not shine, there is no lack of light to the 
eye accustomed to the conditions. The sky 
is clear and starry, and the aurora is playing 
most of the time; whatever light there is, the 
reflection from the snow increases and in- 
tensifies. : 

More than a hundred and fifty years ago 
mining was carried on extensivly about the 
shores of the White -sea by Saxon workmen. 
Silver, copper, and lead were produced in 
quantities. 

Now that the whale fishery has declined, 
mining enterprise seems most likely of any- 
thing to promote exploration and settlement 
within the Arctic circle.— Youth's Companion. 

eo 
Popular Science. 

By the use of palladium in the hairspring 
and balance, a Geneva watchmaker claims to 
hav produced accurate timepieces which are 
unaffected by magnetism. 


To aid in an analysis of noise, Prof. Crum 
Brown, of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, 
hopes to be able to make a machine to giv 
very loud imitations of vocal sounds. He 
expects the apparatus to hiss with a thou- 
sand-man power. 

A new discovery is that by the use of citric 
acid or citrate of silver sea-water may be 
made drinkable. By this means chloride of 
silver is precipitated and a harmless mineral 
water is produced. An ounce of citrate 
makes a half-pint of water drinkable. 


A leaf of the giant water lily (Victoria 
regia) has been known to measure twenty- 
four feet 9} inches in circumference, its 
weight being nearly fourteen pounds. One 
of the flowers was four feet two inches in cir- 
cumference, with petals nine inches in 
length, and weighed 3j pounds. 


Platinum wire, experiment has shown, can 
be drawn so fine as to be invisible to the 
naked eye, although it can be seen by the aid 


of a small magnifying glass when laid upon a 
perfectly white card held in such a position 
that the wire casts a shadow. Its presence 
on the card can also be detected by the touch. 


The bee’s sting, says Naturalist Clark, is by 
no means made for stinging only, but is used 
in doing the artistic cell-work, capping the 
comb and infusing the formic acid, by means 
of which honey receives its keeping qualities. 


The sting is really a skilfully contrived little. 


trowel with which the bee finishes off and 
caps the cells when they are brimful of 
honey. This explains why honey extracted 


before it is capped over does not keep well. 
.'The formic acid has not been injected into it. 


Ina paper to the Liverpool Astronomical 
Society, Mr. W. H. S. Monck suggested 
lately that the puzzling climatic variations re- 
corded by the rocks may hav been produced 
by the near approach to the earth of intensely 
hot stars. This may hav been due to the 
traveling of the star itself, or to the motion of 
the solar system in space. Moving with the 
earth's own rate, & celestial body would 
traverse in 50,000,000 years the distance sep- 
arating our globe from the most remote of 
the 70,000,000 stars visible in the. most pow- 
erful telescopes, making it possible that, with 
Suitable proper motions, any or every star 
known may hav visited the solar system dur- 
ing the period commonly assumed by geolo- 
gists to hav elapsed since the first dawn of 
life. Intensely hot stars may hav added ma- 
terially to the earth's heat without coming 
sufficiently near to greatly derange the 
planetary orbits. 


REDUCED TO $1.00. 


THE STORY HOUR. 
A Book for Children and Youth. 


' BY MISS SUSAN H. WIXON. 
Over a hundred fine illustrations. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 

e Young Folks, By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued at a reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very 

much to the value of the volume. 


Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 
the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


The Youth’s Liberal Guide. By 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M. Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims atthe education of youth in the 

rinciples of Freethought, at the same time 
hat it inculcates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense. ddress THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 


vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions, 
with numerous references and citations, that 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
of other propositions in the same book. ce 


LELLITI 
The Story Hour. For Children and 


Youth. By Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. e Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children's Story-Book everissued. 66full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heavy 
toned paper, broad margins, illuminated 
Covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1. 


A SPLENDID WORK. 
Mr. Charles Eckhard, treasurer of the American 
Secular Union, has published 


THE NINE DEMANDS 


in a more attractiv form than any in which they 
hav previously appeared. At the head of an en- 
graving on heavy plate paper, 24x19 inches, are 
the cabinet-sized likenesses of JEFFERSON, 
WASHINGTON, and PAINE, the Fathers of our 
Republic. At the sides are FRANKLIN and 
JOHN ADAMS, and between these two are 
printed the Nine Demands of the American Secu- 
lar Union in conspicuous type. At tbe foot are 
LAFAYETTE, GIRARD, and INGERSOLL, 
making eight likenesses in all. Inscribed be- 
neath each portrait is some radical sentiment 
quoted from the author pictured over it. In the 
space between the portraits and around them are 
arabesques of vines and flowers in profusion, and 
the panel inclosing the Nine Demands is sur- 
mounted on each corner by Mr. Eckhard's design 
of the flag above the cross. The whole makes an 
exceedingly handsome work for framing. The 
artistic part is equal to the best, and the portraits 
are as true to nature as the photographs from 
which they were transferred. 'The design will be 
sent postpaid by mail for $1 by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. . 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


DID JESUS CHRIST RISE FROM 
THE DEAD? 


The Hoidences for the Resurrection Tried 
and Found Wanting. 


By Saladin. 
a ee 25 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


PRIOE, 


Very Cheap Pamphlets. 


[ 
We hav on hand a large number of the following 

of COLONEL INGERSOLL'8 pamphlets, which 

will be disposed of at cost, as fol ows: 

Ingersoll Catechised: 

His Answers to a Number of Vital Questions Pro- 

pounded by the Editor of the ‘San Franciscan ;” 

singly, 3 cents; per dozen, 30 cents; per hundred, 


$2.00. 
ORTHODOXY, 


A lecture, fifty-four closely printed large 12m0 
pages, 10 cents; fifteen, $1; and $6 per hundred. 


Civil Rights Speech, 


Including the address of Frederick Douglas, fifty- 
three-large octavo pages, singly, 10 cents; fifteen 
for $1; &ad $6 per hundred. 


Whe Truth of History, 
This is & comment by Colonel Ingersoll upen 
the religiouslies that hav been told about him- 
self, and first made its appearance in these col- 
umns. Price 3 cents; 30 cents per dozen ; $2 per 
hundred. : 

BIBLE IDOLATRY, 

A letter Colonel Ingersoll wrote to the editor of 
the London ‘Secular Review." Price 8 cents; 30 
cents per doz., or $2 per hundred. ; 


INGERSOLL ON McGLYNN, 


Being the comments and opinions of Mr. Inger- 
soli upon the fight in the Catholic church between 
the late pastor of St. Stephen's and his employer, 
the pope. Price 8 cents; 30 cents per doz., or $2 
per hundred. BN 

We suggest that these be purchased in quanti- 
ties, and given &way to Christians, and it is with 
that not unreasonable exptctation that the prices 
hav been placed 80 low. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., z 
à 28 Latayette Pl., New York. 


W. S. BELL'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Confliet between Christianity 
and Civilization. 


PRICE, JEN ee 15 CENTS. 
It is a stunner ; concise, scholarly, and good.— 
M. E. ngs. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
PRICE, 15 CENTS. 
Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
| discourse.—James Parton. : 
Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Man.—T. B. Wakeman. 
A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. It is a very 
able paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 
ge. ] 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTS. ` 


‘The number of heads under which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which each point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
Itake great pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition "to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self-zovernment.— 


J. JMcCabe. 
Price 15 cents For sale at this office. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


Saints and Sinners. 10 cents. 
The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price,$1.25. CoNTENTS: 
Section I. Definition, of Freethought and its’ 
I 


Early Struggles forLife. Section Whatit 
Owes to Mohammedanism. Section IIX. Free- 
thought Martyrs'and, Confessors. Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Sec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22pagesincover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christian Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the ‘‘Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by, Charles Bradlaugh. Con- 
tents: The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 

Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are publiahed at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible; Freethought an 
Modern Progress; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism;. Science and Bible Antagonistic ; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all of 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 28.Lafayette Place. New York. 


VR VC OTI IRP 
RRY“SQUARB; 
OR, 


The Church of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


THE TRUTH SEKKER ANNUAL © 
Price, 25 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, OCTOBER 8, 1887. 


Ingersolls Works. 


fhe Gods. Paper, 50 cta; cloth, $1. 
In_five lectures, comprising, “The Gods," 
* Humboldt," ** Phomas Paine,” ** Individual- 
ity," and ** Heretics and Heresies.” 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: “ The Ghosts,” “Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Ohild,” “ho Declaration of In- 
dependence,” ‘About Farming in ois” 
“The Grant Banquet,” “The Rev. Alexander 
Clark," “The Past Mises before Me Like a 

_.. Dream,” and “A Tribute to Ebon O. Ingersoll." 

Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25. ; : 

Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 

` _ plain cloth, $1.25. 

What Must We Doto Be Saved? Pa- 
per, 25 cents. MET i 
The Christian Religion. . By R. G. 
Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Orihodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and conjaining as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary ‘document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 

Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents: 50 
cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

, Millions of these should be circulated. ` 

Vindication of ‘Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoli, Price, 15 cents. ` 

Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 
Large 812e OCtavO, Paper, 10 cents. ; 

Ingersoi s Lectures Complete. 

ound in one volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on “ Ortho- 


doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in hal’. 


calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of b. dent by mail postpaid. 
Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr, Ingersoll’s *" Tribute to 
is Brother,” "The Vision of War,” the “Grant 
Bauqguet Toast,” aud the recent address over 
“Little Harry Millor's Grave,” that they hav 
been printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22, illu- 
minated border, and in large, clear type, suita- 
ble for framing, and the four will be forwarded 
. to any address, for 50cts, or either one for 15cta. 
Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book is a gem. It ig a model in every re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. , [t contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated “Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “ tributes " 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
‘brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versations of the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring triends as 
8 rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
uxpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ac simile, has been prepared ogpecially or i. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled e Kot gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottied edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turke 
rocoo, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.50; in fu 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


Life. A Prose Poem. Printed in 
colors on board, beveled gilt edges. 50 cents. 
Photographs of Colone! Ingersoll. 


boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


mo- 
tree 


J. & Remsburg's Works. | 


Faise Ciaims Revised and Enlarged. 


Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelied. Among 
the subjecis considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Qhurch and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries ; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
„Church and the Republic. ; 

Bible Morais. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture Falsehood and 
Deception ; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Cukiuaness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy: Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 


Special discount on larger quantities, 
Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 
and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the folowing heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sun ay Arguments ; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
abb ath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, % cents; six copies, $1.00. 
Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligigus and Political Liberty. Tells the stor 
of the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Choive extracts from ** Common Sense,” 
“ American Orisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason " are given; also, tributes to Paine's 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. . 2 
Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline o£ Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
Scents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 
The Apostle of Liberty. An address 


delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers' Convention, ki antlary 29, 1884. Price, 


10 certs. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


RUPTURES CUREDS 


myMedical Compound and Improved 
Elastic Supporter Truss in from 30 to 
.90 days. Reliable references given. nd 
stamp for circular, and say in what paper 
you saw my advertisement. Address Qapt, 


We à. Collings, Smithville, Jefferson Qo, N.Ya 
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Reported for the “ Truth Seeker” by 


I. N. BAKER, 


and Printed by Permission of 
the Author. 
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ÈITTLE* LESSONS | 


FOR 


BITTLE FOLKS. 


By AUNT ELMINA 


(Mns. E. D. SLENKER). 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 
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®HE ONLY CORRECT 


THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 
28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


Was Jesus an Impostor? A debate between a 
Scotch novelist, Agnes Rollo Wilkie, and Arthur 
B. Moss. The best conducted debate of modern 
times. 100 pp., 25 cts. The Mirror of Free- 
thought. 50 cts. The Bible and Darwinism. 
25 cts. Biblical Errors and Secular Truths. 25 
cts. Two Revelations. 5cts. Bible Horrors; or, 
Real Blasphemy. 5 cts. Bible Makers. 5 cts. 
Bible Saints—Nos. 1,2, and 8. Each 5cts. Moses 
vs. Darwin, 50ts. Socrates, Buddha, and Jesus. : 
5cts. Christianity a Degrading Religion. 5 cts. ' 
Fictitions Gods. 5 cts. Natural Man. 5 cts. : 
The Old Faith and the New. 5cts. Bruno and 
Spinoza. 5cts. The Bible God and His Favorits. ` 
5cts. Miracle-Workers, 5cts. Health. Wealth, 
and Happiness. 5cts. The Brain and the Soul. 
5cts.. Nature and the Gods. 5cts. Design and 
Natural Selection. 5 cts. 
Animals. 5 cts, i 
Address Watts and Oo., 17 Johnson's Oourt, : 
E.0., London, Eng. | 


PRICE, 6 CENTS. 


Bible Temperance 


is is a companion book to Remsburg's “ Bible 
Man and the Lower Monee 48 pazes; price 10 cente. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
Adüresa TELE B eretio Place, New York. 
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LIQUOR DRINKING 


Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
by the Bible, 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


į sent prepaid, if on 


THE WATCH OF THE FUTURE. 


The new; latest improved 14 karat filled gold 
watches are the beat and most durable in the 
world for little money, Prices again reduced, 
Seven jewels, $25; 11 jewels, $27.50; 15 jewels, $80, 
Same, adjusted to heat and cold, ¢34. Ladies’ 7 
Jeweled, $20; 11, $22; 15, $28} With giuss iuride ca p 
$31es8; Louis XIV. style, $3 more; all Lest Ameri 
can hunting stem-winders; open face; gold cap 
$8 less: open screw case, $5 less; all cases accom 
panied by manufacturer's and my guarantee for 
20 years, Above movements in 3 ounce silver 
cases, $13 less; 4 ounce. $12 less; 5 ounce, $10.50 ; 
and 6 ounce, $9 less. All guaranteed one year and 
1 hne of American Express 
office or per registered mail, subject to approval, 
and cash refunded if not saastactory. 


Send me your watches to be repaired. Inclose 
$1 for cleaning; springs, $1; jewels, $1, and I will 
return in perfect order prepaid. Best, spectacles 
or eyeglasses in the world, $1, prepaid in case. 
Send line finest print you can read 14 inches from 
eyes without glasses, OTTO WEITBSIEIN, 

_, Rochelle, Ill. 

Agents wanted to sell my beautiful Freethought 
badge-pins and charms, and to send watch work 
in lots. Liberal discounts. 


Ingersoll’s Tributes. 
REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes ar 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illum 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram 
ing. The titles arc. 

The Vision of War, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 

The price of these heretofore has been T5cts. We 
offer them at FIFTEEN CENTS EAOH; THE 
THREE FOR FORTY CENTS. Mailed securc 
from breakage, Address THE TRUTH SEEKEh. 

28 Lafayette P1., New York. 


“New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Oloth, $1.00; l'aper, 50 cents. 
The T'rade Supplied at Special Discounts. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


ROMANISM, 
DANGER AHEAD, 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
annot be a Good Citizen of j 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


Pxriog, - - - - - 40 CENTS. 
address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE STRUGGLE 


YOR 


Re'igious and Politica) Liberty. 


In which the author shows the repeated attempts 
of meu vt every age to acquire greater politica! 
liberty ; also vigorously attacks the very tounda- 
tion of the religion of every age; dwelling at 
length upon the wrongs of Ireland, and, in detail- 
ing the account of siavery in this country, calls 
the attention of thinking men and women to the 
position of womankind in America. Throughout, 
the work is replete with astonnding facts anu 
weighty arguments which cannot fail to interest 
the minds of this age. ` 

By THEO. C. SPENCER. 
Cloth, 12mo., 188pp., price 75 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA, 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; Jos, Burgher and 
F. L. Browne, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter. 
prise,the Oredit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generally 
to the practical solution of the problem o Integral 
Co-operation. Price, $1 à Year; 50 centa for si; 
months. 95 sente for three months 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


85 Cents Eaeh, 
Address TEE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


TRAVELS iN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT O. ADAMS. 
Oloth. $1.25. For Bale at this Office 


FREGTHOUGHT NOVELS. 
The Heathens of the Heath. A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonnell. 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 


Price reduced. Paper, 


All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
Miss Susan H. Wixon. “The great charm of 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets witb in com. 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcel prepared to ex- 

ect to find, in such & marked degree, even 
rom 80 gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethoughtranks." Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Outeast. A deep, finely written 
i tory. F. the London edition. By 
Magical d Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man, 

80 cents. 
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diews of the Week. — 


Presmenr CLEVELAND has been invited to 
lay the cornerstone of the big Auditorium 


building in Chicago, but the Knights of Labor: 


say that jf he does he is no friend of theirs, 
as non-union carpenters hav been employed 
on the structure. - 


Jenni Linn, the great 


Til. Postaoript to Solar Myths, 
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THE ORDER OF CREATION. 


A Discussion Between 

Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, 
Linton, Reville. 5 
On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 

CONTENTS: 
i. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. By Hon. 
W. E. Gladstone, 

II. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 
preters of Nature. By Prof, T. H. Huxley. 


er. 


By Prof. Max/ 


IV. Poem m to C Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. 


W.E. Gladstone. 


v. RA of Creation. An Answer to Mr. Glad-| . 


stone. By Albert Reville 
VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis, By Prof. T. H. 


Huxley. 
Vit. A Provost anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 


This i ad " new book and contains the latest discus- 
sion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of the 
participants are a guarantee of its able character. 

Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


HE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
THE Lafayette PL.New York. 


Gems of Thought. 


Ir my Christian friends choose to consider tliat 
my time, had not yet come, my “work” not yet 
accomplished, I will not quarrel with them about 
it, for I had not at that time started THE TRUTH 
SEEKER nor begun to preach the glad gospel of 
truth.—D. M. Bennett. 

WHEN Sir Walter Raleigh was led to the acaffold, 
a bald-headed old man prest (sic) through the 
crowd, and prayed that 
God would support him. 


singer, has had a stroke 


“I thank thee, my good 


of paralysis. 


friend,” said Raleigh to 


him ; *and I am sorry that 


Taz Prohibition issue 


I am in no case to return 


in the recent Tennessee 


thee anything for thy ‘good 


. will. But here: (observing 


election.was defeated by 


20,000 majority. 


his bald head], take this 


Tue Anti-Poverty So- 


ciety is holding a big fair 


at Madison Square Gar- 


den for the benefit of the 


George campaign. 


Jaoos Smarr, the al. 


derman-briber, has been 


granted another stay of 


proceedings, otherwise 


he would hav gone to 
Sing Sing Sept. 30th. 
‘Tre case of the Chi- 
cago Anarchists is now 
in the hands of General 
Roger A. Pryor, of New 
York, who will endeavor 
to carry it before the 


night-cap; thou hast more 


need of it now than Y hav." 


—Guesses at Truth. 


Onx of my fellow-teachers 


whom I interrogated on re- 


ligiousquestions thinks that 
there are *some most bar- 


barous things attributed to 


God in the Old Testament,” 
and as to religion generally 
he thinks ' something must 
be taught,” and adds most: 
unconsequentially, ** What 
does it matter what is 
taught?” So, by the aid 
of mental reservations and 
shameful casuistries, he will 
[pretend to] believe as he is 
ordered, and will duly teach 
the children that a God, 
who afterward learned to 
love little children, once 


United States Supreme 
Court. 

Tse Rev. J. W. Day, 
pastor of the Channing 
Memorial church at New- 
port, R. I., has been 
obliged to resign in con- 
sequence of his recent 


marriage with a divorced 
woman. 


-Tae American Insti- 
tute Fair at sixty-fifth 
street and Third avenue 
opened Sept. 28th with 
an attractiv exhibition of mechanical con- 
trivances. 


Tue sexton of St. Paul's Episcopal church 
in Newark, N. J., was sentenced on the 18th 
ult. to seven years in the penitentiary for crim- 
inal assault on his 15-year-old daughter. 


Taz Rev. Edward Trevor, a Methodist 
clergyman of Laurel Hill, Westchester county, 
N. Y., left that place suddenly on Monday of 
last week. He is charged with revolting 
conduct, his accuser being a boy formerly be- 
longing to the Salvation Army. 


AT midnight, Oct. 1st, the Rev. Mr. 
Cooper, curate of Cretingham, Suffolk, Eng., 
murdered Vicar Farley. He entered the 
vicar’s bedroom and cut his throat with a 
razor. He then fled, but subsequently re- 
turned, and was arrested. 


Pgop.E who went to the Anti-Poverty Socie- 
ty’s meeting Sunday evening were charged 25 
cents each for admission, and when every one 
of the three thousand seats in the Academy 
of Music were filled the crowd was let into 
Nilsson Hall at the same rate. There was 
also a big collection taken up. George and 
McGlynn addressed both meetings. 


. Tux Socialists of Union Hill engaged a hall 
for the purpose of holding a meeting last 
Sunday to express sympathy with the con- 
demned Chicago Anarchists; but when they 
reached the place of meeting they found it in 
possession of the police. Some of the Social- 
ists protested, and were arrested and clubbed 
out of all semblance to themselvs, and the 
town clerk read the riot act. When the ar- 
rested men were taken to court a crowd of 
their sympathizers followed them, and were 
dispersed by the fire department, which turned 
a stream of water upon them. The work of 
the police is described as brutal and cruel. 


Tux American yacht Volunteer won the 
international races sailed here last week 
against the Scotch cutter Thistle. The first 
race was sailed Tuesday in a light wind and 
smooth sea over a 38-mile course, the Yankee 
coming in 19 minutes ahead. There was 
plenty of wind and a rough sea for the 40. 
mile sail on Friday, andgthe Volunteer won 
by 11 minutes. The race was for the queen’s 
cup, won by the sloop America against the 
whole Royal Yacht Squadron in 1851, and 
which has since that time been successfully 


' defended by American yachts against all 


comers. "The Volunteer's superior powers 
were shown in the beat to windward, as the 
Thistle gained several minutes on the home 
stretch before the wind. 


sent a she-bear to tear 
forty-and-two of them: to 
pieces. [Let the curious 
searcher turn to 2 Kings ii, 
19:25, and he will learn not 
merely the story of the she- 
bears, bnt also, how Elisha 
healed the waters of a cer- 
tain well, and brought it 
about that “there should 
not be from thence any 
more death or barren land.’ 
The stories are well fitted 


THE FIRST WRESTLING MATCH ON RECORD. 


And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day.—Gen. xxxii, 24. 


Odds and Ends. 


In these days the preserving housekeeper has a 
good deal to put up with. 


WHEN a bank boodler skips to Canada now it is 
in order to ask ; ** Was it the lady or the tiger?” 


Wey is a jack-o’-lantern like a watch-key? Be- 
cause there's a b in both. [N.B.—This answer will 
fit any conundrum.J—Religious Exchange. 


Tars is the festiv season of the county. fair, 
when the big pumpkin vies with the pretty coun- 
try girl for the attention of the crowd, and gets 
left every time, world without end. 


Tse dog show has been a great failure at New- 
port, but the duke show has been a great success, 
Yet there is room for doubt as to the comparativ 

merits of the exhibit at either show, 


“To what do you attribute the curativ prop- 
erties of your spring ?” asked a visitor at a health 
resort, ‘t Well,” answered the proprietor thought- 
fully, ‘ I guess the advertising I've done has had 
something to do with it." 


Or» lady (to grocer's boy): “Don’t you know, 
boy, that it is very rude to whistle when dealing 
with a lady?" Boy: “That’s what the boss told 
me to do, mum.” Old lady: ** Told you to whis- 
tle?" Boy: "Yes'm. He saidif we ever sold you 
anything we'd hav to whistle for the money." 


Bossy was lolling restlessly on the rug. “ Ma,” 
he said, ‘you say that pa will giv me a good 
spanking when he comes home?” ‘Yes, young 
man,” replied his mother, ** the moment he comes 


home." Bobby rolled over once or twice, and then |. 


remarked, “ Well, ma, what do you mean by a 
* good’ spanking ?” 


Younga wife (weeping): “You promised to love 
and cherish me forever, and we hav only been 
married two years, and now what has become of 
your everlasting love and affection.” Young hus- 
band: “Great Scott! you are always kicking 
aboutsomething. How long did you suppose this 
everlasting love was going to last, anyhow?” 


“t GEORGE, dear," said the girl, ‘do you ever 
drink anything?" “Yes, occasionally,” George 
reluctantly admitted. *'Dut,dear,"she went on 
anxiously, “ what do you suppose papa would say 
if he should discover that the future husband of 
his only daughter drank?” “ He discovered it 
this morning." “Oh, George, what did he say?” 
** He said, * Well, George, my boy, I don't care if I 
do.’ ” 


t DEARLY beloved,” said the pastor of an Oak- 
land church yesterday, “for the past week my 
heart has been torn by conflicting emotions. I 
hav long labored among you, and if I could hav 
my will here is where I would die. But I recently 
received a call to care for a flock in Los Angeles, 
and I hav wrestled with the Lord in prayer to 
know whether it was his will that I should proceed 
to that new field of duty. I——” At that moment 
the clerk tiptoed softly forward, and handed the 
pastor a brief note from the treasurer. As the 
good shepherd read it his brow cleared. ** Breth- 
ren,” he continued, “ the Lord has vouchsafed an 
answer to my prayer. I see an inward light which 
convinces me that itis the divine pleasure that I 
should continue to labor among this people whose 


for a winter-evening fire, 
and any child that can read 
them unmoved must be a 
hardened little wretch.] 
And that Abraham, by 
his unnatural readiness to 


Spiritual interests hav been dear to me for so| murder even his own son at the divine command, 


many years.” 


Sue said not much beside the sea; 
At set of sun she sat with me, 
I held her hand, so fond and free, 
Thrilled at its touch; 
Softly I spoke and tenderly, 
She said not much. 
We saw the billows come and flee; 
Oh! tremulous heart and throbbing sea, 
How near alike they seemed to me! 
Upon the sands I bent my knee, 
: * Oh, wilt thou not my true love be?” 
She said, “ Not much !” 


AFTER the late Dr. Dashiell had risen to prom- 
inence in the Methodist church, he returned on 
one occasion to his old home on the eastern shore 
of Maryland and preached. Among his auditors 
was an old colored man who had taken care of 
him when he was & child. The old man was 
delighted wi'h the sermon of his young master, 
and was very proud of him. At the close of the 
service he shook the doctor warmly by the hand, 
and said :." Larry, you’s a good preacher; you’s 
& good preacher. I tell you, you’s a soundin 
brass and a tinklin' cymbal.” Very nearly of the: 
same sort is the remark said to hav been made 
lately by a colored woman in the South concern- 
ing the cultured and affable Bishop Galloway, of 
the Church South. She said: ** Brother Galloway 
always do preach a powerful good tex’.” 


DIDN'T KNOW 'TWAS LOADED. 
Happy leetle niggah settin’ in der sun 
Playin’ wid der triggah ob er rusty gun. 

“ Wonder ef it’s loaded — guess I'll look 'an see ;” 
If he only know'd it, guess he'd luf it be. 
Sumpin’ ob er puzzle how ter fin’ it out; 
Squintin’ down der muzzle settle it, no doubt. 
Bang—it done exploded! Got no time to cry; 
Gorry,it war loaded! Blow 'im froo der sky. 
Emp'y am der cabin, darky no mo’ dere; 
Climbin’ up ter hebben on der golden stair. 
Leetle harp an’ niggah carved upon er stun’ 
Underneath er figgah ob er leetle gun. 


.Berry plainly show’d it how it cum er bout: 
** Didn't know ’twar loaded "—quickly foun’ it out. 


BOARD WANTED. 

A young lady desires board with some good Lib- 
eral family in New York city, while pursuing her 
studies. Terms must be moderate. Address Miss 
J. G., care of THE TRUTH SEEKER. 1t4l 
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secured God’s blessing and became the father of 
the faithful. Such a teacher will giv incompre- 
hensible accounts of -Obrist's personality and 
parentage. Hé will do his best to make the boys 
believe in impossibilities and absurdities, in pu- 
eril miracles, in demoniacal possession, extend- 
ing even to swine. He will tell them of a fig-treo’ 
withered by an unmerited curse, of a raoney- 
bearing fish, of miraculous healing virtue going 
out of a garment, of the thief whose dying belief 
gained easily and certainly a (supposed) highest 
reward of infinit and eternal happiness, such as 
the noblest devotion of a whole life could never 
deserve or win. He will shock the thoughtful 
boys with slavish doctrins of non-resistance and 
of utter improvidence, or he will puzzle and delude 
them by explaining &way and reversing Christ’s 
plainest words.—-Religion in Schools, 

“ WILL it pay, now, for you to speak out boldly 
against the errors of our old religion? Will it 
prove.any advantage to you to urge the adoption 
of thie new faith? Look at your business, which 
will be wholly ruined if you come out openly as a 
Christian. Your old friends will desert you. Just 
be content to hold your peace. Entertain what 
views you please in secret, but for policy's sake, 
keep rilent !? Now, these words, which might hav 
been with perfect propriety addressed to the con- 
vert to Christianity in the third century, are per- 
fectly similar to those which the majority of 
Radicals, in the nineteenth century, hear daily 
from their friends of (what is now) the Old Faith. 
—The New Faith, ty J. L. Stoddard. ['* The New 
Faith” is No. 119 of the Truth Seeker Tracts, and 
while I consider many of the series valuable, there 
is none that I put & higher value on than this one. 
I earnestly recommend it to the notice of serious 
inquirers, and if, after reading it, they agree with 
me, I should hope that some of them will order, 
say a dozen or & score or & century of them, and 
send them to others, who will “go and do like- 
wise." —Hoylax.] 

Tue high and titled ranks among the clergy, 
though they may not believe all that is taught in 
theliturgy (or any other authorized exposition of 
religious belief), must profess it in public, that the 
lower ranks may be kept in order. They bow the 
knee, that the vulgar, taught by their example; 
may do the like, and may really believe what is 
pretended only by their superiors; and, what is 
worse—according to the newest fashion—the man 
who professes Infidelity among his confidential 
associates is the very person who is the most syste- 
matical in enforcing orthodoxy upon his inferiors. 
He revels in his liberty, and makes it his boast 
that he has freed himself from all superstitious 
shackles, and at the same time that he holds it for 
“very stuff of conscience ” not to let in the least 
glimmering of light upon his servants and those 
who are placed in a station below him.—Godwin's 
Essays. 

Caro, the censor, being scurrilously treated by a 
man who led a dissolute and infamous life, said, 
“Tt is upon very unequal terms that I contend 
with you; for you are accustomed to be ill-spoken 
of, and you can yourself speak ill of others with 
pleasure; but with me it is unusual to hear myself 
ill-spoken of, and disagreeable for me to speak ill 
of others.”—Plutarch, 


THERE is inherent in our minds an insatiable 
desire to know the truth and to communicate it.— 
Cicero. 
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lotes and Clippings. 

Bisuorp Moors of Florida has sent an ap- 
plication to the pope asking that Dr. Mc- 
Glynn’s case be reopened, the excommunica- 
tion annulled, and Dr. McGlynn reinstated. 

Tar proportion of dignitaries in the Mor- 


mon church is almost equal to that of officers 
in the United States army and navy. In 


Utah there are 400 bishcps, 2,423 priests, 


2,947 teachers, and 6,854 deacons. 


Acoorpine to the Columbia, Qa., Sentinel 
this is the way a man died down there: ‘‘ On 
Friday last, just after the sun had kissed this 
world good-night, and passed to its bed of 
crimson and gold, the spirit of A. G. Sturgis 
vacated its habitation of clay, and wended its 
way to the father who gave it, and to-day is 
walking the glory-lit hills of immortality in 
the New Jerusalem, where there is no night.” 

Miss Emma ABBOTT, the actress, attended 
the Methodist church at Nashville, Tenn., 
last Sunday, and the pastor, the Rev. W. A. 
Chandler, took advantage of the occasion to 
preach a sermon against the theater. At the 
close of the discourse Miss Abbott arose and 
in a short speech entered a general denial of 
the pastor’s statement. There was applause 
at the close of her remarks, and the preacher 
had nothing to say. 

Aut of the members of the McNish, John- 
son & Slavin minstrel company whom the 
police could catch were arraigned in Cincin- 
nati last week on indictments for giving per- 
formances on Sunday. They pleaded guilty, 
and Frank McNish and Robert Slavin were 
fined $10 each, and Martin Hogan and Bert 
Haverly $5 each. It was the first time tha 


members of a theatrical company had ever 
been indicted for this offense in Cincinnati, 
although Sunday performances are a regular 
thing. 

Tse death of Beecher is reuniting the 
Congregational churches of Brooklyn, and 
Plymouth church, which was disfellowshiped 
at the time of the so-called Beecher scandal, 


| is now admitted to the Congregational Asso- 


ciation. 

Aw old man went running up and down 
West 37th street in this city one night last 
week, shrieking, ‘‘ The almighty is sending 
me money and a wife! The Lord forbids me 
to work." A police officer took him in off 
the street, and his son shortly appeared and 
made a charge of insanity against him. His 
name is John C. Felt. He is a mental wreck, 
and owes that fact to having experienced 
religion. 

A TALL man, with please-don’t-hit-me eyes 
and a long beard, wandered into the great 
gallery of the New York Produce Exchange 
the other afternoon. The grain and hog men 
kept right on with their howling. ‘The man 
looked lonesome. Nobody noticed him. He 
seemed to look longingly at the odd bushels 
of corn, oats, and wheat which are left for 
the sweepers at night. The doorkeepers 
were informed that the man was Rutherford 
B. Hayes. Ex-Mayor Franklin Edson and 
George Milmine; the self-constituted perpet- 
ual reception committee of the Exchange, 
gathered themselvs together and hurried to 
invite the Ohio chicken-breeder to inspect 
the building. There was a rumor in financial 
circles that Mr. Hayes was there to bid for 
the chicken feed on the floor. This was 
officially denied. ; 


In the Hannibal, Mo., court of common 
pleas, on the 7th inst., E. J. Ohmer, proprie- 
tor of a hotel and restaurant, was fined $100 
for seliing cigars on Sunday contrary to the 
State law prohibiting the sale of all articles of 
merchandise not of immediate necessity. 
For years the Sunday law has been inopera- 
tiv there, and. saloons, clothing stores, grocer- 
ies, barber shops, and confectioneries hav 
been open on Sunday as on other days. 
About two weeks ago the ladies of the Wo- 
man’s Christian Temperance Union began a 
movement aimed at the Sunday closing in 
general and the shutting up of all saloons in 
particular. Accordingly the mayor issued a 
proclamation ordering the enforcement of the 
law. Strenuous opposition was made by 
those whose business was affected, and 
Ohmer's was selected asa test case. An ap- 
peal has been taken to the St. Louis Court of 
Appeals. 


Tar New York state committee of the 
Woman's Suffrage party publish a statement 
showing that a number of important persons 
hav declared themselvs in favor of woman’s 
suffrage. Judge Roger 8. Greene, formerly 
chief justice of Washington Territory; Judge 
E. D. Culver, Professor Ordronnaux, of Co- 
lumbia College; Judge C. C. Cole, of Iowa; 
Mr. W. I. Bowditch, of Massachusetts, and 
John Hooker, of Connecticut, all appear to 
hold that in New York women hav the right 
to register as voters; and if at the polls the 
vote of a woman should be challenged, she 
can take the oath for challenged persons, and 
her vote cannot lawfully be rejected. ‘‘ It is 
the duty of inspectors of election," says Pro- 
fessor Ordronnaux, ‘‘to receive a vote from 
every woman who takes the oath prescribed 


by law; and it is their duty to administer 
that oath to any one who demands it.” 


Dr. PARKER, who came to America to de- 
liver a eulogy on Beecher and is staying to - 
lecture, spoke the other night at Chickering 
Hall on “Jobs Comforters.” His object 
was to show how little comport science can 
giv as compared with religion. The next 
time Dr. Parker has a boil he will probably 
pray for it instead of invoking the aid of 
medical science to relieve his pain—that is, if - 
he is sincere, which he probably is not. 


Tur Radical papers of Rome say that while 
the Peter’s pence is not so abundant as it was 
in the days of Pope Pius IX., it is still a 
source of considerable revenue to the papal 
exchequer. The Vatican budget profits also 
by the interest on the sum of 14,000,000 
francs, deposited by Pius IX., in the bank of 
England as a pension fund for the benefit of 
the ex-officers of the papal army, the number 
of those officers having been greatly reduced 
by death. Leo XIII. is said to hav invested 
a considerable portion of the Peter’s pence in 
the shares of the bank of Rome, and in indus- 
trial institutions founded by it. In addition 
he has made large investments in Italian 
rentes, thus contradicting, in the opinion of 
the Radical papers, his own predictions con- 
cerning the instability of the Italian govern- 
ment. One of €hese worldly investments, 
however, nearly turned out disastrously, for 
the pope had been induced by Cardinal 
Czacki, then the nuncio in Paris, to deposi- 
a million francs with the famous ‘‘ Union 
Générale.” When Bontoux, its manager, was 
arrested, the Pope succeeded, only with great 
difficulty, through the intercession of Mon- 
signor Czacki, in recovering his deposit. 


658 


Communications. 


The Bible of Nature; or, The Principles of 
Secularism. 
A CONTRIBUTION TO THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE. 
l BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 
Author of “ Physical Education," “The Secret of the East,” etc. 


III.—Monza4rn Maxims, 
: CHAPTER XII.—-TRUTH. 
A.—Lessons of Instinet. 


The enemies of Nature have for ages based the 
favorite arguments of their creed on the doctrine of 
Natural Depravity. According to the theories of 
that tenet the natural instincts of the human heart 
are wholly evil, and its every nobler impulse is due 
to the redeeming influence of theological education. 
. The baseness of the “unregenerate soul” is their 
favorite antithesis of “holiness by grace;' and the 
best test of that dogma would be a comparison of 
the moral characteristics of a young child of Nature 
with the moral results of theological training. We 
need not adduce the extreme case of a child like 
Kaspar Hauser or the ape-nursed foundling of 
Baroda, whose propensities had been modeled in 
communion with solitude or the dumb denizens of 
the wilderness. For, even in the midst of * Chris- 
tian civilization,” thousands of peasants and mechan- 
ics are practically pure Agnostics, and ignore the ab- 
surdities of the New Testament as persistently as 
their deer-hunting ancestors ignored the absurdities 


of pagan mythology. At the end of his sixth or 


seventh year the offspring of such parents would 
still represent a fair specimen-child of unregenerate 
Nature, and the normal bias of that Nature is re- 
vealed in the honesty, the trusting innocence, the 
purity, and the cheerfulness of the young Agnostic, 
and the absence of every appreciable germ of the 
secret vices, the rancorous spites, and the joy-hating 
bigotries of the representative Christian convent- 
slave. 

But the most characteristic features of that con- 
trast would perhaps be the double-tongued hypoc- 
risy of the old Jesuit and the artless candor of the 
young peasant boy. The truthfulness of young 
children antedates all moral instruction. Its motives 
are wholly independent of theological, or even ab- 
stract-ethical, influences, and are based merely on a 
natural preference for the simplest way of dealing 
with the problems of intellectual communication. 
Truth is uniform, falsehood is complex. Truth is 
persistent and safe; falsehood is unstable, fragile, 
and precarious. Children instinctively recognize the 
difficulties of plausibly maintaining the fictions of 
deceit, and dread the risk of incurring the suspicion 
of habitual insincerity. Hence their uncompromis- 
ing loyalty to facts; their innocence of artifice and 
mental reservation; hence also their extreme re- 
luctance in conforming to the conventional customs 
of social hypocrisy and polite prevarication. 

“Are you not glad Mrs. D. is gone?” Master 
Frank once asked his mother in my presence. “Well, 
yes, I am.” “Then what's the use asking her to call 
again and stay for supper ? 
ing that we were tired of her gabble.” “Well, it 
' wouldn't do to insult her, you know.” “ Oh, no, but 
what's the use telling her something she cannot be- 
lieve ?” 

That last remark, especially, recurs to my memory 
whenever the expedience of hypocrisy is defended by 
the conventional sophisms of Christian civilization. 
That prevarications are unprofitable as well as un- 
pardonable is a truth which Jesuitry has shtouded 
with a veil of its choicest cant, but the clear vision 
of childhood penetrates that cant, and the “ natural 
depravity” of unregenerate souls may reach the de- 
gree of doubting the merit of simulation even in the 
interest of an orthodox creed, as the reverend 
dogmatist might ascertain by happening to overhear 
the recess comments of our American Sabbath-school 
youngsters. 

B.—REWARDS OF CONFORMITY. 

The Utilitarians hold that motives of enlightened 
self-interest would be sufficient to make a man per- 
fectly virtuous. With the conventional definition of 
** virtue,” that tenet might require certain qualifica. 
tions; but it is more than probable that perfect 
prudence would insure a voluntary devotion to per- 
fect truthfulness. In its most aggressive form the 
hatred of falsehood may imperil the temporary inter- 


ests of the aggressor, but in every other sense the. 


path of truth is the path of safety. All the ultimate 
tendencies of the moral and physical universe con- 
spire to vindicate truthgand discredit fraud. 
Assertions based on" fact stand erect, upheld by 
the evidence of experience as an upright building by 
the law of gravity ; deception, with all its props of 
plausible sophisms, is tottering like & wall out of 
plumb, or a rotten tree upheld by artificial supports 
which in their turn must yield to the test of time. 
Even from a standpoint of purely secular consid- 
erations, truth, like honesty, is in the long run the 


She could not help see- | 
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| best poliey. Abstinence from insidious poisons is 


easier than temperance, and the lessons of experience 
have at all times convinced the most clear-sighted of 
our fellow-men that consistent abstinence from the 
vice of hypocrisy is preferable to any compromise 
with the interests of imposture. The non-clerical, 
and almost Agnostic, education of the American 


-wilderness seems to favor that type of moral teeto- 


talism, and among the hardy hill-farmers of our New 
England highlands, and Southern mountain states, 
one may find men almost constitutionally incapable 
of conscious deceit in deed or word, and practicing 
veracity without the least pretense to superior saint- 
liness, in a quite untheological and often, indeed, de- 
cidedly profane medium of speech. They stick to 
truth from habit, rather than from moral principles, 
yet among their simple-hearted neighbors they enjoy 
a respect withheld from unctuous hypocrisy, and in 


emergencies can always rely on the practical value of. 


a life-long reputation for candor. Their word is 
sufficient security ; their denial of slanderous impu- 


tations is accepted without the aid of compurgators.: 


The simple religion of Mohammed has favored the 
development of a similar disposition, and on the 
Austrian-Turkish frontier the word of a Mussulman 
generally carries the weight of a casting vote. On 
the Indian ocean, too, the verdict of international 
opinion favors a preference for Unitarian testimony. 
* Wish to heaven we could fall in with some Acheen 
fishermen," Captain Baudissin heard his pilot mutter 
among the reefs of the Sunda Islands; “it’s no use 
asking such d liars as those Hindoos and 
Chinese.” 

The love of truth compels the respect even of im- 
postors and of professional hypocrits, as in the case 
of that curate mentioned by the German Freethinker, 
Weber (author of the philosophical cyclopedia, *Dem- 
ocritus"). Professor Weber passed his last years 
in the retirement of a small south-German mountain 
village, where his undisguised skepticism made him 
the bugbear of the loca] pharisees ; yet on moonless 
evenings he was more than once honored by the visits 
of a neighboring village priest, who risked censure, 
and, perhaps, excommunication, for the sake of en- 
joying the luxury of a respite from the sickening cant 
of his colleagues, and devoting a few hours to intel- 
lecttial communion with a champion of Secular 
science. : 

Lessing’s allegory of “Nathan” is founded on 
something more than fiction, and there is no doubt 
that even in the midnight of the Middle Ages the 
gloomy misery of the Hebrew pariahs was often 
cheered by the secret visits of some intelligent Chris- 
tian whom the thirst for truth impelled to defy the 
vigilance of the heretic-hunter, and to prefer an intel- 
lectual symposium in the garret of a Jewish slum 
alley to a feast in the banquet hall of a Christian 
prelate. 

“It is lucky for you that your opponents have not 
learned to utilize the advantage of truth,” Mirabeau 
replied to the taunt of an insolent Jesuit; and in logic 
that advantage can, indeed, hardly be overrated. 
“They find believers who themselves believe,” and, as 
the philosopher, Colton, observes, a sort of instinct 
often enables the simplest countryman to distinguish 
the language of honest conviction from the language 
of artful sophistry. ‘Our jurymen seem to appre- 
ciate a first-class lie only from an artistic standpoint,” 
confessed a lawyer of my acquaintance, “for some of 
them privately hinted that they could tell it every 
time. 

Others; no doubt, lack that degree of acumen; but 
first-class orators, as well as first-class authors, have 
always recognized the wisdom of not relying on such 
menta] defects of the publie. Charles Darwin’s works, 
for instance, owe their popularity to their erudition 
and their grace of style, hardly more than to tlie ab- 
solute candor of the author, who reviews the evidence 
for and against his theories with the fairness of a 
conscientious judge, and by that very impartiality has 
succeeded in prevailing against the partisan argu- 
ments of his adversaries. For similar reasons our 
“Christian” temperance societies can date their 
triumphs only from the time when they frankly re- 
pudiated the sophisms of their predecessors, who 
hoped to reconcile: the lessons of science with the 
teachings of the alcohol-brewing Galilean. For truth 
prevails against half-truth, as well as against abso- 
lute untruth. i 


C.—PERVERSION. 

Since the dawn of rationalism perhaps no other 
literary product of Freethought has provoked the 
enemies of Nature to that degree of rancorous fury 
excited by the appearance of Molieres “ Tartuffe.” 
The hero of that famous drama isan old pharisee 
whose resolve to renounce the “ vanities of earth ” is 
constantly tripped by the promptings of his physical 
instincts, and who resorts to all kinds of ludicrous 
sophisms to palliate the antagonism of two ever 
irreconcilable principles: 

Le ciel défend, de vrai, certain contentements, . 

Mais on trouve avec lui des accommodements— 
and the drama never failed to attract a jubilant au- 
dience; but the French priesthood moved heaven 
and earth to stop the performance, and can, indeed, 
hardly be blamed for rejecting the apologies of the 


author’s friends; for the irony of Tartuffe ridicules 
the shams, not only of the Catholic clergy, but of 
their creed and the creed of their Protestant col- 
leagues: it is, in fact, a scathing satire on the ab. 
surdities of Christian Antinaturalism. The impossi- 
bility of reconciling the demands of Nature with the 


precepts of a world-renouncing fanatic has, indeed, 


made the worship of that fanatic a systematic school 
of hypocrisy and subverted the moral health of its 
victims as effectually as the unnatural restraints of 
convent life subverted the basis of physical health. 
God is paid when man receiveth; 
. To enjoy is to obey; . 
says Nature with the poet of reason. “God delights 
in the selftorture of his creatures—crucify your 


‘flesh, despise your body, disown the world; re- 


nounce! renounce!” croaks the chorus of Christian 
dogmatists, &nd can silence protest only by turning 
health into disease or candor into hypocrisy. . 

The dogma of salvation by faith offers an addi- 
tional premium on mental prostitution. By punish- 
ing honest doubt as a crime and inculcating the merit 
of blind submission to the authority of: reason- 
insulting doctrines, the defenders of those doctrines 
struck a deadly blow at the instinct of free inquiry, 
and for a series of generations actually succeeded in 
eradicating that instinct from the mental constitution: 
of their victims. : 

“The persecutor," says W. H. Lecky, “ oan never 
be certain. that he is not persecuting truth rather. 
than error, but he-may be quite certain that he is 
suppressing the spirit of truth. And, indeed, itis no 
exaggeration to say that the doctrines I have - 
reviewed represent the most skilful and at the same 
time most successful conspiracy against that spirit 
that has ever existed among mankind. Until the 
seventeenth century, every mental disposition which 
philosophy pronounces to be essential to a legitimate 
research was almost uniformly branded as a sin, and 
a large. proportion of the most deadly intellectual 
vices were deliberately inculcated as virtues. . . . 
Ina word, there is scarcely a disposition that marks 
thé love of abstract truth and scarcely a rule which 
reason teaches as essential for its attainment that 
theologians did not for ages stigmatize as offensive 
to the Almighty.” 

And those perversions culminated in the miracle- 
mongery of the wretched superstition. If the mate- 
rial universe was at the mercy of witches and tricksy 
demons, no man could for a moment trust the evi- 
dence of his own senses and was naturally driven to 
complete his mental degradation by an absolute sur- 
render of common sense to dogma. The history of 
Christian dogmatism is the history of an eighteen 
hundred years’ war against Nature and Truth. 

D.—PENALTIES OF NEGLECT. 

The drift sand of the deserts covering the site of 
once fertile empires still attests the physical con- 
sequences of a thousand years’ reign of Antinatural- 
ism, but, happily, the time has already come when 
many of our fellow-men almost fail to credit the 
degree of mental abasement realized during the most 
orthodox centuries of that reign. It would be no 
overstatement to say that for nearly six hundred 
years the priests of the Galilean miracle-monger per- 
suaded a plurality of the Caucasian nations to risk 
their lives in defense of dogmas the mere profession 
of which would start a modern Christian on a gallop. 
ing trip to the next lunatic asylum. 

Decapitated saints were believed to have emerged 
from their tombs and paid their respects to a newly 
appointed bishop; flying dragons descended through 
the air to snatch the bodies of unbelievers and dis- 
appeared with screams that frightened orthodox | 
neighbors to take refuge in their cellar-holes; swarms 
of angels carried bones, crosses, and whole buildings 
from Bethlehem to Loretto; King Philip the Second 
paid a thousand doubloons for a skeleton of St. Lau- 
rentius, and having been informed that a complete 
skeleton of the same saint was for sale in the south 
of Italy, he at once ratified the bargain and blessed 
heaven for having favored him with a duplicate of 
the precious relic. Thousands of unfortunates were 
tried and executed on a charge of having taken an 
aerial excursion on a broomstick or a black he-goat; 
of having caused a gale by churning a poiful of 
froth and water of having turned themselves into 
foxes, wolves, and tomeats. 

The instinct of recognizing the absurdity of even 
the most glaring superstitions seems to have become 
wholly extinct in the minds of the forty generations 
from the middle of the tenth to the end of the four- 
teenth century; and during that millennium of mad- 
ness the suppression of free inquiry encouraged 
thousands of pious tract-mongers to devote their 
lives to the wholesale forgery of saintly biographies 
and miracle legends, and disseminate under the name 
of historica] records insanities too extravagant even 
for the readers of a modern nursery-tale. 

The war against Truth was carried to the length 
of suppressing not only the skeptical inferences of 
science, but science itself; chemists, astronomers, 
physiologists, mathematicians, and bona fide his- 
torians could pursue their inquiries only at the risk 
of an inquisitorial indictment; and a cloud of igno- 
rance, which in the days of Horace and Pliny would 


~ 
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have been thought disgraceful to the obscurest ham- | tariff is enacted.” If this is not a mere quibble, it is 


let of the Roman empire, brooded for ages over the ja denial of a very important faet. 


face of the entire Christian world. 

For a series of centuries the encouragement of 
credulity and imposture almost annulled the value of 
contemporary records. Travelers and chroniclers, as 
well as biographers, accommodated the popular taste 
by dealing, not in marvels only, but in miracles; 
witchcraft -anecdotes, preternatural resurrections, 


prodigies of skill and physical prowess, giants, 
dragons, were-wolves, and no end of spectral mani- 


festations. It isno exaggeration to say that for a 
period of more than nine hundred years the dogma 
of the Galilean antinaturalist systematically favored 
the survival of the unfit, by offering a premium on 
mental prostitution and making common sense & 
capital crime. ` 
E.—REFORM. 

The triumph of the Protestant revolt has ushered 
in a dawn which, in comparison with the preceding 
night, may justly vaunt its era as an Age of Reason ; 
but the thousand years’ perversion of our moral in- 
stincts has not been wholly redeemed by the educa- 
tional influences of a short century. For even 
eighty years ago the educational reforms of the 
Protestant nations attempted little more than a 
compromise between reason and dogma, while their 
southern neighbors revolted against the political in- 
fluence, rather than against the dogmatical arrogance, 
of their priesthood. Nay, even at present the fal- 
lacies of the compromise plan stil hamper the 
progress of reform in manifold directions. As an 
American Freethinker aptly expresses it : “‘Truthis no 
longer kept under lock and key, but is kindly turned 
loose to roam at large—after being chained to a cer- 
tain number of theological cannon balls.” Evolution 
may pursue its inquiries into specific phases of or- 
ganic development, but must not question the cor- 
rectness of the Mosaic traditions; rationalists may 
inveigh against the insanities of the Middle Ages, but 
must pretend to overlook the fact that the doctrine 
of the New Testament contains the germs of all those 
insanities; the science of health may denounce 


modern fallacies, but must beware to mention the 


anti-physical precepts of the body-despising Galilean ; 
Materialists must attack the hobgoblins of the Daven- 
port brothers, but ignore the hog-goblins of Gadara; 
historical critics may call attention to the inconsist- 
encies of Livy and Plutarch, but must not mention 
the self-contradictions of the New Testament. 

Yet logic and philosophy will be little more than a 
farce till the axiom of a great biologist can be ap- 
plied to the pursuit of every human science. “In- 
quiries of that sort,” (the descent of man) he says, 
“have nothing whatever to do with personal tastes 
or vested interests, but only with facts. We should 
‘Will it seem or- 
thodox ? but simply, ‘Is it true ? " 

And in just as much as the theory of moral duties 
deserves the name of a science, the exponents of that 


. science would gain, rather than lose, by the adoption 


of the same maxim. “Religion,” in. the traditional 
sense of the word, needs to be purged from an enor- 
mous percentage of spurious elements, before its 
ministers can be aequitted from the guilt of tempting 
their disciples to associate the ideas of Ethics and 
Imposture, and thus reject the basis of morality 
together with the basis of an Asiatic myth. “ Truth 
is the beginning of Wisdom,” “Justice is Truth,” 
* Mendaeity is the Mother of Discord,” would be fit 
mottoes for the ethical Sunday-schools of the Future. 
* What is Truth?” asks Pilate; yet even in religious 
controversies the fury of sectarian strife could be 
obviated if we would truthfully admit the uselessness 
of disputes about the unknowable mysteries of super- 
natural problems. Still, we cannot hope to eradicate 
the roots of discord unless we resolve with equal 
frankness to reject the interference of Supernatural. 
ism with the knowable problems of secular science. 
Evident Truth can dispense with the indorsement of 
miracle-mongers, and .*evident Untruth,” in the 
words of Ulrich Hutten, should be exposed whether 
its teachers come in the name of God or of the devil.” 
et te — —— 


Just a Little Queer. 


A Quakeress once said to her friend: “ Everyone 
is queer except thee and me; and thee is a little 
queer sometimes.” We none of us go as far as that; 
but I ean't help thinking Prof. V. B. Denslow just 
a little queer in what he says about a tariff article 
I had in Tar Trora Szrxer for September 3d. 

For instance, I asked what right government has 
to prevent our buying thousands of “useful articles 
as cheaply as we can," and went on to explain my 
meaning thus: “Why should not the free American 
be able, like the Englishman, to purchase foreign- 
made goods, when they are cheaper and better than 
domestie products, without being taxed forit?" Mr. 
Denslow disregards my explanation of the phrase 
“ag cheaply as we can,” and quotes it with the com- 
ment: “It is a mere misapprehension to say that in 
enacting a protectiv tariff the government deprives 
any one of the power to buy as cheaply as he can. 
Each subject of the government keeps on buying as 
cheaply as he can after, as well as before, a protectiv 


in his former article. 


Our protectiv 
tariff does prevent our buying as cheaply as we 
otherwise could. . We pay about $150,000,000 a year 
of duties on imported necessaries of life; and all this 
money has to be paid by the purchaser in addition to 
what he would hav to pay if they came in free. 
More than that, these duties are imposed on com- 
modities which are produced at home as well as 
abroad ; and the price of the entire supply, not only 
that of foreign, but that of domestic origin, is raised 
in consequence. Sugar, for instance, costs twice as 
much at retail in New York as in London, though 
much of our sugar is grown and refined in this coun- 
try. The price of salt has been increased enormously 
for the benefit of a few owners of springs, who thus 
hold a lucrativ monopoly. The cheap cloth worn by 
the poor man paid, in 1883, a duty of 116 per cent, 
though that worn by the rich man paid but 58. At 
the same time, a cloak which cost $3 in Germany was 
taxed 85 per cent, though one costing $12.50 was 
taxed but 49. This is just what we ought to expect. 
No manufacturer is protected by the tariff if it does 
not enable him to make his fellow-citizens pay more 
for what he makes than the price at which it would 
otherwise be imported. A protectiv tariff is meant 
to raise prices. If it did not, it would be like an 
alarm-clock I know of, which ticks noisily until the 
time set for it to go off, and then stops before strik- 
ing the bell. 

Protectionists generally admit that our tariff raises 
prices, but hold that it more than offsets this by 
raising wages, a plea which I answered so fully that 
Professor Denslow has really nothing to reply, ex- 
cept that I misrepresented him. Let us see. He 
said on June 18th: 

Whatever higher values attach to American labor and its 
products, over what attach to foreign Jabor and its products, 
are due, therefore, to the obstacles to the free introduction 
of the products of foreign labor, and to the obstacles to the 
general supplying of foreign laborers with our facilities. 
Free trade, by removing these obstacles, tends to throw the 
whole world into one market, having but one price, and 
thereby to destroy that very difference on which our higher 
values for commodities and for labor rest. Protection tends 
to preserve and increase these differences in value. And 
these differences in values constitute the whole difference be- 
tween the condition of the free American laborer and the 
Hindoo cooly. ; 

I understood him to mean, as I said on September 
3d, “that our tariff keeps up wages.” He now com- 
plains that I charge him with “holding it to be the 
cause,” whereas he only holds “it, under proper con- 
curring conditions, to be æ cause.” Now it does not 
seem to me that I misunderstood him very grievously, 
and at all events I think I hav proved that our tariff 
is neither £Ae cause nor a cause of our high wages, 
by showing as I did, from Professor Denslow's own 
figures, that laborers are better paid in free-trade 
England than in protectionist Germany. 

My opponent here objects thus: “Trade is not 
free in England.. The application of the phrase, ‘free,’ 
to English trade is a simple misnomer.” He forgets 
that he used himself the words, “British free trade,” 
The fact that 4182 articles are 
taxed here, including many of the necessaries of life, 


‘and only a dozen luxuries in Great Britain, coupled 


with the fact that our tariff yields $100,000,000 a 
year more than is needed for revenue, while theirs 
imposes no such needless burden, seems to justify 
both Professor Denslow and me in speaking of 
“ British free trade," in spite of his plea that nearly 
the whole export trade of England has been forced 
upon barbarian purchasers, like Portugal and Japan, 
“by fighting, by conquest, by fraud, and by false 
pretenses!” Perhaps the next time he feels moved 
to exclaim of one of my articles, “It is amazing that 
the perverted ingenuity of misinformation could em- 
body so much falsehood and so little truth into so 
few words,” he will kindly tell us when the war be- 
tween Japan and England took place, and what por- 
tion of the mikado’s dominions was conquered by 
British troops. 

A much more important point is whether our tariff 
really helps or hurts our manufacturers. I began 
my remarks on this point by admitting that the pro- 
tectionists are perfectly right in holding that our 
country would better do as much manufacturing as 
possible. ‘The only trouble,” I added, “is that 
they charge their opponents with being less friendly 
than they to manufactures. The fact is that the 
so-called free traders are just as desirous as the pro- 
tectionists to hav our manufactures flourish.” Now, 
is it not rather queer for Professor Denslow to say 
that “Mr. Holland next pleads that it is the free 
traders who want manufactures tc flourish here?” 
Does he mean to charge me with holding that the 
free traders are more desirous than the protection- 
ists? Why does he not quote my words, “just as 
desirous?” Can he prove them false? 

He could not hav failed to understand me, if he 
had taken the trouble to read my article through. 
His own words show that he had not read more than 
half of it. Its main purpose was to advocate abol- 
ishing the duties on raw materials, especially wool, 
coal, lumber, hemp, dye-stuffs, chemicals, iron ore, 
and pig iron. This plan has been advocated, as I 
mentioned, by & senator who represents one of our 


great manufacturing states. It is incorporated into 
the platform of the New York Democrats, who say: 
“The taxation to be first reduced or altogether 
removed is that on imported raw materials, whieh 
now assist and promote foreign competition with 
ourselvs in our own markets and prevent or hinder 
the sale of our surplus products in foreign markets.” 
In the Forum for October both Senator Kelly and. 
Speaker Carlisle present, as the most: pressing ques- 
tion in politics, the necessity of choosing between 
such a reform of the tariff and such a reduction of 
the internal revenue taxes as will cheapen whisky, 
brandy, beer, and tobacco for the saloons. 

It is in order to make the importance of this issue 
understood that “Mr. Holland indulges in the non- 
sense of measuring imports and exports.” The fact 
that England exported in 1880 sixteen times as many 
dollars’ worth of cotton goods to Central and South 
America as we is worth thinking about. So is her 
having exported to various parts of the globe, last 
year, forty times as many yards of cotton cloth as we 
did, and also her having sent out in 1880 $450 worth 
of woolen goods to our $1. Is it mere nonsense to 
say that it would be a good thing for our woolen 
manufacturer, as well as for all his neighbors, to hav 
the duty on wool, and other articles which are raw 
materials as far as he is concerned, diminished suffi- 
ciently for him to undersell his foreign rivals all over 
the world, and be no longer in danger of glutting the 
domestic market, to which he is confined at present ? 
Many manufacturers, like Rowland G. Hazard, say 
this plainly. Professor Denslow thinks that if we 
fully consider the value of the home trade to New 
England, “its commerce would far exceed that of 
old England.” But this would make New England 
the richest country on the face of the earth, and I fear 
that the news is rather too good to be true. Even 
having the whole of the trade of 50,000,000 people 
is pot worth so much as the share, estimated at one- ` 
half, which England has of the trade of 1,200,000,000. 

Our attempt to withdraw ourselvs from commerce 
with other countries is worth considering as one of 
the reasons why not a single ship is now building in 
the United States; why the tonnage of all our sea- 
going vessels is less than one-fifth of the British, and 
why Great Britain owns more than twenty-five times 
a8 many iron steamers of over one hundred tons as 
we do (see the Boston Herald for Sept. 13th, 14th, 
and 26th). 

I spoke of this decline as having taken place under 
our high tariff, and Professor Denslow has the polite- 
ness, after miequoting the remark, to say that it 
“might become a boy ten years old." It doesn't 
seem to me very pueril, in view of the equality of 
British and American tonnage in 1810, the year be- 
fore the tariff was raised greatly. He tells me that I 
should Jearn the following facts, as he calls them: 

1. “Ocean-going American vessels hav had no 
protection as carriers” or “subsidies since 1816 ;” 
but our government actually paid $4,750,000 to the 
Pacific Mail Steamship Company from 1867 to 1877, 
besides $1,812,000 to a line between the United States 
and Brazil (Wells: Our Merchant Marine, p. 139). 

2. The decline began, he says, in 1855, “right in 
the midst of the free trade period ;” but the fact is 
that the tariff had been raised in 1846 so high as to 
yield nearly twice as much revenue as before, and in 
conformity with the wish of the protectionists, who 
managed to keep it up, despite its causing a heavy 
surplus, until 1857. Then came a reduction, fol- 
lowed by such prosperity of the laborer as constitutes 
an argument against protection, which cannot be got 
rid of by talking about what happened in 1853 and 
1854 as if they were years of low tariff. I don’t see 
any need of troubling man who mixes up his dates 
in that way to pick out “facts” for me which I 
“ should learn.” 

3. “The British carrying trade has been subsidized 
out of the fund in the hands of the British board of 
admiralty to the amount of about $6,000,000 a year 
for the past forty years.” I don’t feel sure that I 
ought to learn this as.a fact, for I find our national 
board of trade say, in their report for 1880: “ There 
is no evidence before us that, during recent years at 
least, Great Britain has sought to promote ship- 
building by the direct payment of bounties or sub- 
sidies.” I suspect that she has paid out very little 
money in this way lately, except what she made by 
conquering Japan. 

4. I am further told by my opponent that the 
prosperity of the British marine-is due to the high 
tariff in force there until 1842, but as this prosperity 
did not become very marked before 1849, I could as 
soon suppose that the cleanness and polish of my 
shirt, as it comes out of the laundry, are due to my 
having had it on before it went in. 

I hav felt bound to answer thus at length a writer 
who speaks of those who dfffer from him honestly 
about the tariff as “ grossly ignorant or malignantly 
lying seribblers," “vealy charlatans,” who suggest 
*the problem whether intelligent government can 
endure when men so unserupulously deficient in their 
acquaintance with the facts assume to teach,” etc. 
He must excuse my reminding him of an old proverb 
about people who liv in glass houses. 

F. M. Hotzanp. 
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News and Notes. 


The campaign at Canyon City, beneath the shadow 
of the state penitentiary and half a dozen churches, 
was just the exact opposit of these gloomy and 
kindred institutions, that somehow seem to flourish 
on the same soil I suppose mental slavery event- 
ually results in bodily slavery, for material and 
spiritual conditions interblend. My good landlord, 
C. L. Lewis, who is a Liberal, and knows how to run 
a hotel, guided me from the bright sunlight into the 
stately prison-house, where everything goes on so 
smoothly with orthodox nicety; no sinning at all, 
no drinking, no swearing, early to bed and early to 
rise, good grub three times a day, and a bed to sleep 
in; in fact, all that a prison-house needs is harp- 
playing to be a fair picture of the orthodox heaven. 


But there are very few Christians outside that want. 


to go inside unless they hav to. Liberty is sweet to 
all, and no amount of other conveniences can make 
up for the loss of following the bent of one’s own 
mind. The labor problem would be pretty nearly 
solved if into the comfort and order of a penitentiary 
could be put the element of liberty. Giv to every 
laboring man and woman on this planet the prison 
life of a criminal plus liberty, and universal happiness 
would be the result. But the tug of war is to make 
people happy, prosperous, and unrestrained. The 
element of freedom is what makes the problem of 
life of such infinit difficulty. If all men and women 
were sticks and stones, how easily they could be ar- 
ranged together in a perfectly respectable com- 
munity ! 

I gave three lectures at Canyon City to fair audi- 
ences, and they increased from night to night. I am 
: sorry to say that some Christians were present who 
could not remain until the close, but stampeded in 
the middle of the discourse. My theme was “The 
New Heaven and Earth.” It may be that they ex- 
pected an exposition of the scriptures, and were con- 
founded, when they understood the heresy of the 
affair. Only a few, however, departed, and it is to be 
. hoped that this mental agitation will not cease, for 

therein is life. : 

Canyon City is quite church-ridden, but Jamieson 
and York hav fired some lively guns into the orthodox 
camp, and we purpose to keep it up. Our forces 
here are not numerous, but they are brave and loyal. 

I had quite a pleasant visit with my friend, John 
Lake, and his family—all Liberals—who liv just out-. 
side the city in the midst of a beautiful orchard, 
where the fruits glisten in the sun. This is a happy 
Freethought home, where music prevails, and the 
shadows of superstition linger not. Here one finds 
refreshment for the mighty battle that is still to be 
fought. 

Friend A. B. Pickard is eighty-seven years old. 
He was once a Methodist minister and presiding 
elder, and was a good one, I hav no doubt, and 
worked .faithfully in the “ vineyard of the Lord”— 
for he is a man of the utmost sincerity and of bright 
intellectual power. He quit the pulpit and main- 
tained his independence by sturdy toil. It was a 
pleasure to meet this venerable Secularist, who has 
lived a life of honest thought, and for whom death 
has no terror. In old age the world is still beautiful, 
for the beams of truth are forever fresh. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Towers, who gave me good 
cheer in their cosy home; Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
Stafford, who in their frontier life hav never lost the 
fire of intellectual pragress; Mr.. and Mrs. Jos. 
Baker, Anton Magerl, J. C. Agard, A. F. Stockley, 
B. F. Young, and others are those genial Western 
comrades who are used to all sorts of fortunes, and 
who “bate no jot of heart or hope," whether the 
storm blows or the sunshine falls. Canyon City is 
about six thousand feet above the level of the sea. 
The air is bright and beautiful Close by is the 
Royal Gorge, with its rugged and stupendous walls, 
fifteen hundred and two thousand feet high, through 
which winds the Arkansas, with turbulent flood, and 
alongside this the railroad. The ride from Salt Lake 
City to Canyon is one of marvelous beauty and 
variety. We pass through the lovely and garden- 
like sceneries of Utah, thence into the bold and 
desolate mountains. In the early morn, the golden 
sunshine streaming and glittering on the hundred 
peaks, we rush through „Gunnison Canyon, where 
. Sweet aud sparkling landscapes mingle with views of 
awful grandeur; then we climb round and round the 
vast and fluctuating hills, eleven thousand feet above 
the sea, over Marshall’s Pass, while the blue and 
snowy summits stretch far as the eye can see. It is 
a glorious ride. We appear to be gliding in mid- 
air, as we look down a thousand feet and see the 
road that a few minutes ago we were bounding along. 
: Up and down we plunge, and it seems as if our fiery 


hoses themaelvs, with all their iron muscles, must be 
getting tired of such enormous journeys above the 
clouds. ; 

We leave Canyon City at midnight, with cheery 
farewells and the moon over our right shoulder, and 
the mountains snd plains glistening like fairy-lands. 
In the morning we are in the beautiful city of 
Denver, queenly stil], and yielding not one particle 
of its splendor to all its eager rivals. Our Secular 
Club is flourishing, although Dean Hart is trying to 
convince the world that Joshua really stopped the 
sun and moon. But the Denverites don’t seem to 
care much for these ancient legends. They take a 
great deal more stock in the nineteenth century and 
gold and silver mines and transatlantic. railroads. 
They are continually building into the heart of the 


mountains, and thence to the Pacific coast, and so. 


the streams of traffic flow to Denver's busy marts, all 
of which makes way for Secularism; for the more 
noble this world becomes, tlie less desire there is for 
the New Jerusalem, where railroads never boom and 
corner lots never go up. 

It is a pleasure to strike Denver. Everything is 
on the go. The mountain atmosphere is brilliant, 
exhilarating. It keeps one awake. Again we greet 
our friends. We lecture on Sunday evening at the 
Rink to a large audience. Thos. J. Truss, president 
of the Union, introduces us. Z. Shed, John G. Jen- 
kins, Charles Roth, John D. Capless, H. E. Hurlburt, 
A. H. Weber, and families Alexander, the Smiths, 
and the Campbells, Richard F. Day, of Alamoss, 
Mueller, and others who hav already been enrolled in 
the News and Notes of former campaigns, are pres- 
ent. I gave a lecture on “The Ideal Republic,” 
which amid the conflicts of to-day shines in the 
future—the goal of all our struggles. 

I was glad that Dr. York had aroused such inter- 
est here with his eloquent addresses, which made our 
own way easier and brighter. 

We only wish we could stay longer at Denver 
among its genial people. This is a most important 
point in the center of the continent, a magnificent 
city indeed, where industry, and art, and wealth, and 
power concentrate, and where side by side with the 
churches must stand our temple of humanity. 

Over the vast plains of Colorado, the mountains 
sinking into the glowing distance, into the Republican 
Valley dotted with handsome villages, through the 
billowy prairie lands of southern Nebraska, over the 
muddy stream of the vast Missouri which looks re- 
splendent in the golden twilight which makes even 
its sand-banks glitter with pomp, into Iowa where 
autumn’s glories greet with varied ranks, to Shen- 
endoah we speed, where we find a brief resting-place 
in the home of H. S. Holcomb, and we expect to close 
our twenty thousand miles of travel and lecturing 
here next Sunday afternoon and evening, and the 
prospects are that we shall hav a happy and success- 
ful ending to our year's work. With the Congress 
new fields will open for the future. I shall im- 
mediately arrange to return to the Pacific coast, and 
continue the campaign there and also in the states of 
the interior. BSaAMuEL P. Purnam. 

Shenandoah, Ia., Oct. 5, 1887. 


—e — — — —— 
Reynolds on His Western Tour. 


CENTRALTA, ILL., Sept. 28d, 24th.—An increase of 
attendance marked each night. Mr. Gilbert Williams, 
who came fourteen miles to hear the first lecture, 
returned home that night on horseback, and on Fri- 
day evening brought his entire family, a goodly 
wagon-load of true Liberals, and on Saturday even. 
ing not alone came with all his own. family, but 
induced quite & number of others to accompany him. 
A very great interest was awakened at Centralia, and 
it was much regretted that I could not remain over 
Sunday. I was most kindly entertained by Mr. 
Fayette Rexford. He keeps the Centralia House at 
the railroad depot, and travelers will do well to make 
a note of it. Mr. Rexford is one of the very few 
men in southern Illinois who know how to keep a 
hotel. He is a gentleman of culture, deep thought, 
high principle, and of course greatly respected. He 
ean be relied on as ever ready to help in every good 
work. lI had a most pleasant and instructiv inter- 
view with Dr. G. W. Dibble, the dentist, a veteran 
Infidel. He writes me in regard to “Lifes Duties 
and What Liberalism Teaches:” “I wish you every 
success in this great and good cause. For twenty 
years I hav declared to Christian friends that the 
purest and holiest religion the world ever saw would 
grow out of the teachings of so-called Infidels, and 
now it is proved that I was right.” I desire to 
thank all the many friends of Centralia and vicinity 
for their cordial welcome, hearty good wishes for my 
success on my long tour, and for their earnest desire 
that I should return to them. I shall rejoice to do so. 

BzrLzviL.LE, ILL., Sept. 25th.— This is a German 
town, and so far as keeping open stores and beer 
saloons on Sunday, they are decidedly liberal. Belle- 
ville was excited over the great rally of the G. A. R. 
at St. Louis, and had no thought or care for Liberal 
lectures. Doubtless a German speaker would hav 
been more acceptable. 


‘the drouth made sad havoc. 


ful loss; no pasture and no water. 


‘tion. 


many take Liberal papers? and I find this a sure 
gage. Cash-in-advance subseribers to Liberal papers 
are eager to do all in their power to advance the best 
interests of their fellow-creatures; those in arrears 
are generally lukewarm or indifferent; and those who 
do not subscribe for any Liberal paper ean generally 
be depended on to prove the embodiment of selfish- 
ness. I would make no charge to deliver the funeral 
oration over a hecatomb of such. I hav been most 
kindly and hospitably received in Illinois, and shall 
be glad to comply with the many urgent requests to 
come again. But I do not find everything and 
everyone perfection. It is not all roseate. 

I do not like prairie country ; it is wearisome in its 
monotony, and compares very unfavorably with New 
York or Michigan. The majority of the farms are 
very large, but look dreadful shiftless. Farmers 
evince a desire to overreach, to spread their efforts 
over too large an area. One quarter as much land 
thoroughly worked would giv much more satisfactory 
returns. The men hav & weary, discouraged, worn- 


|out lock. The farmers’ wives and daughters are 


outrageously overworked, and lack that ruddy glow 
of hea'th and bright vivacity that tells of happy or 
contented life. Of éourse, allowances must be made 
for the fact that I saw Illinois under disadvantages. 
For three years past crops hav been light; this year 
I passed acres and 
acres of corn, miserable little spindle stuff that searce 
would yield even nubbins; immense fields of cab- 
bage, with not one head worth cutting. Potatoes 
they grow small over here; but, for that matter, so 
they do this year clear from here to Lake Ontario, 
and sell from $1 to $125 per bushel Cattle are 
poor, and very many farmers hav had to sell at fear- 
For the last five 
days it has rained, and prairie mud abounds—the 
blackest, stickiest, dirtiest mud ever made. If God 
had made man of prairie mud, he could only hav 
been the blackest of black negroes. Prairie mud clogs 
and clings like snow.’ Horseback is the only possible 
locomotion. On many farms, if sickness or accident 
occurred, it would be impossible even with the 
strongest horse to go two miles for a doctor. Most 
of the roads in farming districts are mere wagon 
tracks. The villages are laid out nicely—long, wide 
streets and a park—but it is dreadful discouraging to 
find-them all alike. Look up or down street, and it's 
the same view—you gaze clear away off into nowhere. 
The hotels are, with few very rare exceptions, exe- 
erable; the charges are exorbitant and extortionate. 
The St. Nicholas of Springfield is a glorious excep- 
It is really the very best hotel between here 
and New York, first-class in every. particular. The 
New Windsor of Bloomington has a stately, imposing 
exterior, but it is misnamed; it should be called, 
instead of New Windsor, the “ Old Misery.” 

Minier, IrL., Oct. 1st, 2d, 83d.—This place ia about 
the center of the state, and seems the center of intel- 
ligence. The best people of this town are Liberals. 
I was greeted by a hall filled with ladies and gentle- 
men on Saturday evening comprising the best citizens 
of the place, and as I unfolded life's duties, and what 
Liberalism teaches, it seemed to enkindle enthusiasm. 
Every point was appreciated. Sunday afternoon, 
bright with sunshine, there was a very large attend- 
ance, I distributed a very large quantity of Liberal 
literature. Friends came from Mason City. I hav 
agreed to go from here to Havana on Tuesday, the 
4th inst. Sunday evening, an hour after the after- 
noon lecture, the heavens were black, and suddenly 
rain descended in a juvenil deluge. I feared it would 
put a damper on the evening lecture, but at 7 o'clock 
it held up. The Lord is always good to me because 
I never bother him or dictate to hin about things, 
and despite damp and mud a large number of ladies 
were present. The hall was comfortably filled, while 
neither of the churches, I am informed, had a cor- 
porals guard. - 2 

S»Ecran Noticz.—I hav received a great number of 
requests for lectures since my route was decided, and 
time assigned. Will friends kindly look over the list 
of appointments? I am very desirous that every 
date should be filled, but application should be made 
as soon as possible. Especially I solicit those I hav 
written to to reply; to write even if they decline, so. 
that I may giv the time elsewhere. My appointments 
are: Westfield, Iil, Oct. 5th, 6th, 7th; Tuscola, 8th, 
9th, 10th; Olney, 12th, 13th, 14th; Chicago (Con- 
gress), 15th, 16th; Kewanee, 19th, 20th, 21st; Nunda, 
23d; Newton, Ia., 28th; Des Moines, 30th. 

Missouri: Hopkins, Graham, Burlington Junction, 
Bethany, Jamesport, Chillicothe, Brunswick, Kansas 
City, Clinton, Nov. 29th, 30th, Dec. 1st; Springfield, 
Liberal, Carthage, Joplin, Neosho, Dec. 17th, 18th, 
19th. 

Kansas: Galena, Dec. 25th ; Columbus, Cherokee, 
Parsons, Osage Mission, Burlington, Fall River, 
Leon, Augusta, Andover, Wichita, Benton, Sterling, 
Dodge City, Jan. 22d, 23d. 

Colorado: Canyon City, Jan. 29th; Florence, Col- 
orado Springs, Elizabeth, Denver, Golden, Canfield, 
Erie, Longmont, Greeley, Dumont, Georgetown, 
Leadville, Salida, Garfield, Romley, Gunnison, Mon- 


My first inquiry when I am | trose, Grand Junction, Mar. 6th, Tth, 8th; thence to 


told how many Liberals there are in a place is, How | Utah, Nevada, California. 
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Immediate application for vacant dates from places 
reasonably near will insure lectures. 


C. B. Reynoups. 
—— M — A a 


For Mrs. Slenker. 


To roe Evrror or Tue Trurs. Seeker, Sir: Since 
my last report in Tae Trurs Serer of July 23d, I 
hav received for Mrs. Slenker’s Defense Fund the 
following sums: 


Thomas Goddard......... $2.09 | C. Korhne................... $ 50 
J. H. Bush.................. 1.00; Wm. Seville................ 50 
H. Augier................... 1.00 | J. B. Schnellar............. 1.00 
Elijah Clark................ 1.00 | Charles Augustus......... 25 
John BSteves................. 1.00| Urban Hartung............ 50 
Scott Monteath............ 50| B. Salinger........ AEE 25 
Ed. Messenger............. 50; F. S. Montgomery........ 25 
W. H. Holtschnieder.... 1.40 |©. C. Holenback......... . 23 
H. M. Lyndall............. 25 |J. Osborne................... 1.00 
L. Seville..... ............-. 50| Mrs. M. A. T.Steeper... 1.00 
R. H. Ralston.............. 50| C. Fannie Allyn........... 50 
Sam. Iglich.................. 2510. H. Jacobs............... -50 
Geo. J. Ladon.............. 95 |C. A. Starr.................. 50 
Odumar K. Theobald....  50|J. W. Stewart..:.......... 50 
Wm. P. Midas............ . .50|C. Koehno................... 25 
David Hood............... . '50| T. E. Blesich............... 1.00 
Wm. Powell................ 1.00; Samuel Goodman......... 1.00 
J. V. Stanton, M.D...... 9.00, Jos. Simpson............... 25 
Flora W. Fox.............. 2 00| Frank Frederich.......... 50 
Oliver Hoyt................. 1.00|C. R. Kelly.................. , 10 
E. R. Evans... ......:... 50|J. B. Chochran............ 50 
Stephen Bailey............. 50|Jas. T. Auchenfangs.... 25 
P. M. Gideon............... 1.00 ` 


I take this occasion to say that I am also in receipt 
of a great number of letters—so many that I hav not 
been able to undertake answering them-—some 
elegantly written and couched in scholarly language, 

‘others plainly written and manifestly from obscure 
people, and many from persons whose names are 
well known in reformatory work of various kinds; ail 
indicating earnest interest in the work Elmina has 
done, and expressing abhorrence of the outrage by 
which the enemies of free speech hope to quench 
thought, discourage investigation, limit knowledge, 
and make the United States mails a detectiv agency 
more oppressiv than the secret system of the Russian 
police. These letters will be very helpful, and I am 
grateful for the moral support and strength they 
furnish. Yours sincerely, 

Ep. W. Cramser.atn, Treas. N. D. A. 


To Mr. Chamberlain’s list of defenders of Mrs. 
Slenker, we append the following, received at this 


office : i . 

N. S. Johnson.............81.00} Wm. J. White............. $1.65 
"P. L. Swartz................ 50|J. W. Glover ........... ee 250 
John Mabara ............... 1.00 | John McGill ................ 5 00 
O. B. Milliken ............. 95 | Jos. A. Closter............. 85 
J. C. Blaisdell....... ... 1.00| B. Redfeld. ................ 1.00 
Louis Crusins............... 2.00 | John D. Powers ......... . 2.00 
John Engstrom............ 1.00: A. IN. Burgess. ........ sees 2.00 
C. H. Grote........... «e 2.00 | John Earnshaw............ 50 
Helen Celler ................ 1.00! W. E. Palmer ............ . 1.00 
L. Q. Barnes................ S. Re Dyer 1.00 
T. E. Casterline...... John A. Jost................ 1.00 
J. W. Van Brunt.......... A. F. Albright............ . 1.00 
J. Branshtre................ J. N. Powell................ 2 00 
Nathan Ong............... . 50| Mrs. Kate Parker....... ... 1.00 
Jos. Nelson.................. Geo. K. Donnelly......... 10.00 
T. B. McLellan ........... Abbie Knapp 25 


Chas. T. Peach Edwin Worman.... 


F..G. Readman...... W. L. Johnson............. 60 
A Friend...c.cccsseeceeeseees John H. Shipley ......... . 28 
Wm. Gray, 8Sr............ . 2.00 | Wm. Thorpe................ 1.00 
Dr. C. 8. Weeks.......... 1.00 | Mary Baird-Finch........ 50 
Sam Rosenbaum .......... 8 00 | Sarah Gregg Fox.......... 50 
Della Lindley......... we. 1.00 | Mrs. T. L. Moore......... 1.00 
W. H. Barker ............. 2 00 | Mrs. Emma A. Fox...... 50 
J. W. Ward ................ 100| Mrs. Laura Sweetland... 50 
Geo. Thompson......:..... 1.75 | Henry J. Olmstead....... 25 
Dr. R. Taylor............. . 1.00| A. N. Miller............... . 90 
Herman Bodha ..... ...... : Wm. Cochrane............. 25 
Ross Howard............. m Martin Ashcroft........... 1.00 
Mrs. J. F. Lester.. Mrs. D. M. Bennett ...... 5.00 


Geo. Hendee........ Senn . 
e 
The Fanaticism of Infidels and Infidelity of 
Fanaticism. 


Infidelity, in theologie lingo, is but a cant word, 
which unbelievers in a certain cant repeat of them- 
selvs in mere defiance; but fanaticism, implying 

“blind partisanship or hostility, is mischievous, irre- 
spectiv of the fanatic’s opinions; and fanatics are 
really unfaithful to the cause of mental emancipation 
when by injudicious zeal they provoke: persecution. 
That our enemy may be wrong about some things 
does not make it just to wrong him about others. 

The idolatry of a fabled Christ is no excuse for 
vilifying the Jesus of the legend. This is not merely 
an esthetic question, like the character of Hamlet, 
though that of Jesus be as problematic; it is a ques- 
tion of social policy, involving the relations of labor 
and capital. 

Apart from his communism, or besides this, the 
traditional Jesus is the tribune representativ of the 
poor, and of the masses who, undisciplined in reason- 
ing, hav their faith. This faith has passivly con- 
curred in the persecutions of science and of Free- 
thought by the church. A respit has occurred; but 
symptoms of reaction threaten. Is it wise, by gratui- 
tous insult, to provoke it anew? The persecuting 
spirit is rife as ever. The hanging of men for 
blasphemy against capitalism, hypocritically masked 
by proofiess accusations of bomb-throwing, attests 
this, and the church makes common cause with the 


capitalist persecutors. Even the Unitarian does— 
witness the organ called Unity at Chicago—and this 
while allowing the absence of any proof of crime, as 
well as nobility of character in the condemned. In 
the actual phase of civilization, the economie problem 
of distribution, and the attitude of the rich toward 
the poor, or of the employer and employee toward 
each other, dominate the moral world, and differences 
of doctrin, even so great as between the ethical 
societies and hard-shell Baptists, are mere fashions of 
verbiage and ceremonial. 

The functional activity of brain cells in the emo- 
tional tract specifically religious is about the same 
for all sorts of religionists and anti-religionists, dif- 
fering only in degrees, just as the neighboring tract, 
which belongs to amusement, may be equally satis- 
fied by performances at low sensational theaters or at 
the grand opera. Conscience for the conduct of life 
stands aloof. I am not alone among Freethinkers in 
appreciating the expediency of moderation and of 
fairness toward adversaries. I welcome with sym- 
pathy the kindred views of Mr. T. E. Longshore in 


| Tug Trura Srexer of September 3d. Its practical 


bearing is as sensible for the safety as for the success 
of Liberal propagandists. “To convert, not con- 
demn; to save, not abandon, the erring, is the true 
wisdom and benevolence of the higher type of mèn.” 


EpGeworts. 
2 4 : 


How Should Liberals Vote? 

The above question might be answered briefly by 
saying that Liberals should always vote for princi- 
ples which are right and just, and against principles 
which are wrong and unjust. They should vote in 
favor of the natural rights of all, and against all laws 
which grant favors to some by depriving others of 
their natural rights. Liberals should vote for just 
principles even if it should seem that they as indi- 
viduals might Jose by the triumph of such principles. 
Liberals should hav such strong faith in the goodness 
of justice as to prefer it to injustice at any cost to 
themselvs. 

But let us proceed to inquire how Liberals should 
vote at the approaching election. There are at least 
four parties in the field—the Republican, the Demo- 
cratic, the United Labor, and the Prohibition. 
Only one of these parties will ever assist Liberals in 
securing any one of their Demands. The United 
Labor party will assist in securing the taxation of 
church property. The new method of taxation advo- 
cated by that party presents the only feasible scheme 
of accomplishing this result. To tax churches under 
our present system would be wrong. The fact that 
churches should be taxed as much as private dwell- 
ings proves nothing, for Henry George has proved 
that it is wrong to tax private dwellings. Our 
whole system of taxation is wrong, unjust, and 
infamous. Liberals should vote against it. 

Our present system of taxation ignores the distinc- 
tion between the two kinds of things, natural things 
and things which are brought into existence by 
human labor. Natural things, not being the result 
of human labor, should belong as much to one person 
as to another; and things which belong as much to 
one person as to another we call public things. We 
speak of public roads, public lands, public schools, 
etc., and we mean by this that these things be 
long as much to one person as to another. Our 
unjust laws hav taken from the public nearly every- 
thing belonging to them, the lands, the mines, etc., 
and given it and sold it to private individuals. But, 
whatever the laws of unjust Congressmen and sen- 
ators may affirm, the law of nature will forever 
declare that all men. hav equal rights to all natural 
things, and therefore, according to the great Jaw of 
nature, natural things will forever be public things. 
Lawmakers hav no more right to change this law 
than they hav to pass a law permitting slavery or 
cannibalism. 

Natural things are, and forever must be, public 
things, and therefore it is perfectly right that the 
publie should derive a revenue from its own things. 
It is perfectly right that the public should charge the 
private citizen whatever is right for the use of those 
things. It is perfectly right that the public should 
tax those things. The public has as much right to 
tax public things as private individuals hav to tax 
private things, and no person denies the right of a 
private individual to charge for the use of his things. 

The other kind of things are the products of labor. 
They may be public, or they may not. Our school- 
houses, custom-houses, legislativ buildings, and post- 
office buildings are public because they are built by 
public money and used for public purposes. But our 
dwellings, our shops, our offices, and, in this coun- 
try, our churches, are not public because they are 
not built with public money, and are not used for 
public purposes. It therefore cannot be shown that 
the public has any more right to derive a revenue 
from these things which are private property than 
that a private individual has a right to derive a 
revenue from public property, or from private prop- 
erty belonging to some other person. The public 
should derive their revenues from publie property, 
and private individuals should derive their revenues 
from their own private property. 


Labor is the only thing which ean giv the right of 
private ownership. The man who has produced any- 
thing by his own.labor can lay his hand upon it and 
claim it as his own against the world, because he can 
say that the thing would not hav existed but for his 
labor. By appropriating the fruits of his own toil 
he takes nothing from anyone else which would hav 
existed but for his own labor,and he therefore im- 
poverishes no person. But he who appropriates any 
natural thing does take from others what might hav 
been theirs but for him. 

For this reason the publie has no right to tax 
church buildings. The United Labor party will not 
only refuse to tax church buildings, but they will re- 
fuse to tax any of the products of labor. They will 
refuse to derive a public revenue from properiy 
which does not belong to the public. But they are 
pledged to collect all public revenues for the benefit 
of the public, and will therefore tax the land upon 
which churches stand the same as all other lands. 

Liberals should be satisfied with this method of 
settling the question. Under the action of this law 
churches would cease to grow enormously rich, as 
many of them do now, by the rise of land. They 
would gradually move their churches off of land 
needed for business purposes and onto cheap land. 
This would be a great improvement. The clatter of 
their bells would not annoy so many people and they 
would not interfere so much with business. 

The tax on such land as churches would need 
would not be high, and they would not hav to buy 
lots, as they often do now, as lots would be found 
free to any who would pay the taxes on them. 

Now, suppose the United Labor party does not 
agree to grant the Nine Demands of Liberals, if they 
come forward advocating a great principle of right 
the Liberals should support them, even if that prin- 
ciple of right was not demanded by the Liberals. 
The Liberals ought to demand every principle of 
right, and they ought to assist any party in securing 
any principles of right. For these reasons, I believe 
all Liberals should support the United Labor party. 

f J. G. Marcorw. 


————-4-9——-— — ——— 


Ty the contests between scientists and theologians 
it has long been apparent that the theologians are 
steadily receding. The time was, two or three hun- 
dred years ago, when fearless scientists were impris- 
oned or burnt by theologians. Now, the scientists 
who lead the age treat theology with contempt, and 
the press sustains them. Meanwhile, scientific skep- 
ticism is invading the pulpit, and all that distin- 
guishes the Bible from any treatis on moral philoso- 
phy is gradually being surrendered by leading theo- 
logians; they are losing religion as well as theology. 
—Buchanan's Journal of Man. 
es 


Lectures and Meetings. 


W. S. Berr will lecture in Kansas during November. 
Parties wishing to engage him for lectures can address him 
at 302 State street, Chicago, Ill. 


. Dr. J. L. Yorx will speak in Paine Hall, Boston, on the 
16th and 23d; at Buffalo, N. Y., the 80th ; Pittsburgh, Pa, 
Nov. 6th and 18th; Kent, O., Nov. 19th, 20th, and 21st; 
Denver, Col., Nov. 27th. 


Mrs. H. 8. Laxe speaks at Norwich, Conn., the Sundays 
of October; at the Spiritual Temple, Boston, the Sundays of 
November; at Berkley Hall, Boston, the Sundays of Decem- 
ber; at Salem, Mass., the first, second, and fifth Sundays of 
January; at Lynn, Mass., the third and fourth Sundays of 
January. She is reéngaged by the First Spiritual Society of 
Philadelphia for the Sundays of April. Her open dates are 
the Sundays of February, March, May; and June, as also all 
week evenings. Address, during October, 50 Washington 
street, Norwich, Conn. 


Tar annual convention of the Secularists and Freethinkers 
of Canada will be held in Toronto on Saturday and Sunday, 
October 29th and 30th, in Science Hall, under the auspices 
of the Canadian Secular Union. The prospects for Secular- 
ism were never more encouraging. This will be the most 
important convention ever held in Canada. The coüperation 
of every Secularist and Freethinker is needed to promote our 
common cause. All who sympathize with our principles are 
urgently invited to attend, whether they belong to our organ- 
ization or not. Further particulars will be given in due 
time. By order of the Central Executiv, Wm. Algie, Alton, 
Ont., President; J. A. Risser, Toronto, Secretary. 


WE were in error in saying last week that Dr. York would 
speak before the Manhattan Liberal Club on the 7th inst. 
This error, however, was no fault of ours. In making up 
the list of lectures for October Dr. York was offered, through 
us, the 14th inst. At the same time Mr. Henry Nichols was 
offered the 7th. Dr. York could not be here the 14th, and 
afterward it occurred to Dr. Foote, Jr., that Mr. Nichols 
might be willing to allow Dr. York to speak on the 7th, and 
he wrote us to offer the doctor that date, which he did, and 
which was accépted by Dr. York. But Mr. Nichols refused 
to extend this courtesy to the pilgrim from the West, and 
insisted that the Club should hear Mr. Nichols, as per pro- 
gram. Inasmuch as Nichols resides here, and can talk any 
time—and, in fact, as most people think, talking more than 
is wise or prudent for one of limited capacity to impart 
instruction—his conduct will bear the construction of boor- 
ishress which some hav put upon it. 
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Communications. 


Religion and Its Origin. : 


Tell me not of religion shadowed by the incom- 
prehensible. Tell me not of religion the gift of 
a designing God. Tell me not of a religion having 
power to perfect our human nature. Tell me not of 
a religion of humanity. Tell me not that any religion 
is fundamental in our human nature. Every gesture 
religions hav made, as they shake their bloody hands, 
stands up in denial that any of these definitions of 
religion as given are true. Religions when released 
from these unnatural robes of mystery are capable of 
being defined so that the terms of the definition are 
clearly understandable. I will hazard the following 
definition, hoping that the kind reader will withhold 
judgment until he arrives at the end of this paper: 
Religion is a mental disease, and it has arisen in the 
genesis of evolution like many other diseases. I am 


of the opinion that, if this definition of religion. 


is sustained, it will explain the religious history 
of this world, in harmony with facts; as it never has 
been done. It is impossible to believe for a moment 
that religious history can be explained in the light of 
a divine origin, or in the light of the inscrutable, the 
incomprehensible; neither is it possible to find an 
explanation in anything that is fundamental in human 
nature, but with our definition we hav a key to 
religious history and its philosophy. Its origin 
becomes quite obvious if our definition is true. And 
the evolutionist will find no difficulty in answering 
the question as to the origin of religion in accepting 
this definition. And the moralist will, by doing the 
same, find a reasonable apology for the otherwise 
unaccountable facts in the religious history of our 
race. If the terms in religious history mean any- 
thing, the moralist must ever feel that the difficulties 
which eneumber his endeavors to render that history 
reasonable are immense. The advantage here offered 
. to him is a result of viewing the facts of the universe 
in hàrmony, without limitations. Definitions ren- 
- dered upon this basis make the universe real and 
thinkable. Allow me here to say, in our definition of 
religion no disrespect in any sense is intended to the 
religious devotees. Our humanity, under the in- 
fluence of many religions, deserves pity more than 
censure. We cannot feel a sentiment of hate or 
disrespect to the man or woman born with a marked 
tendency toward tuberculosis. No more can we feel 
a sentiment of hate or disrespect toward religious 
devotees. But what is the origion of religion? In 
the answer given to this question it will more fully 
appear what our meaning of religion is. Before this 
question can be answered, it is quite necessary that 
we should consider & fundamental distinction. For 
. Some reason, man has had assigned to him an eminent 
distinction, which places him at the head of the 
universe. Evolution can assign to him no other 
' position than this preéminent one. That is to say, 
when compared with any other structure, or all 
others, he is high above all. Beyond man we hav 
Mr. Spencer’s inscrutable Unknowable; but we are 
unable to institute any comparison between the 
serutable and inscrutable, and hence we must decide 
in favor of the one we know, and not the one we do 
not know, and hence we plead justification in placing 
man af the hend of this universe. 

Man is so clearly differentiated from all structures 
that, in considering him, we are to note what there is 
in him which renders him worthy of this eminent dis- 
. tinction. We are impressed with the idea that there 

are certain things which are fundamental to him, 
without which he would not, could not, be what he 
is. These things which are fundamental to him are 
to be considered in attaining his quantitativ and 
qualitativ value. To leave out anything fundamental 
to him would cost him his place, and his distinctiv 
eminence would at once be compromised, Whether 
we are competent to point out all that is fundamental 
to him or not, it is nevertheless true that certain 
qualities and quantities, or attributes, are so related 
to what he is necessarily, that, to leave out any of 
` them, he would cease to be the human being that he 
is. There are three attributes without which he 
would not behuman. These are strictly fundamental. 
There is no being in the universe having these three 
attributes coordinated in self-consciousness with the 
power of introspection. All animal structures are 
doubtless represented in the human. Thought, feel- 
ing, and volition in subordinate forms exist in the 
lower structures, but the why that man is human, and 
all others are not, is because of the fact that these 
attributes, thinking, feeling, and willing, are in their 
coordination in consciousness above all other forms, 
and these are fundamental in man—any of these left 
out, he would not be human—hence, again, all human 
beings must hav that which is fundamental to hu- 
manity. That which is fundamental in one human 
being must, necessarily, be fundamental in all human 
_beings. The wide differences seen in the study of 
tribal and national life is due to the accidents of time 
and place. Yet in the presence of this marked differ- 
ence, a critical and an exhaustiv analysis of one human 
being, as to what is fundamental to him, would 


equally be an exhaustiv treatis of the entire race. 
That is to say, the differences are consequent upon 
difference in circumstances—environments. Strike 
out change in the history of man, and history be- 
comes impossible. Yet in spite of change, he, as man, 
is fundamentally what he is. It is the changed en- 
vironment which makes human history. This brings 
into view the fundamental and the incidental side of 
man. For want of this distinction between what is 
fundamental and incidental to man, the greatest diff- 
culty has arisen. Differences among human beings 
are expressed by the terms might or might not hav 
been. Contingencies belong only to that side of 
man’s history where he, and hence his history, might 
hav been otherwise than as it is. The other side of 
human character which never, changes is due to that 
which is fundamental, and the other is due to that 
which is incidental—that which might or might not 
hav been. - 

Any of the incidentals, to be or not to be, make no 
difference as to what is fundamental to man. They 
make no changes in human nature. They render 
the chances for its expression favorable or unfavor- 
able. Favorable environments make good men, un- 
favorable make men bad; in either case subject to 
slight modifications, owing to the fact that the man 
is a factor in the chain of environments, yet so lim- 
ited is this factor in its potencies that it is hardly 
safe to pit it against a group of nerves which hav a 
prior engagement in an opposit direction. We will 
now sum up our arguments partly in the use of 
illustration. To think is fundamental (with this left 
out, the structure, however constructed, would not 
be human, only on the ineidental side), but the how 
of that thinking is incidental. To feel is funda- 
mental, but the how of feeling is incidental. To 
will is fundamental, though how we will is quite in- 
cidental. Permit us here to say, That on the funda- 
mental side we blend these several facts in conscious- 
ness. And here in this blending of these facts we 
hav rational thinking, and hence the basis of all dis- 
crimination, and hence the foundation of right and 
wrong—the basis of ethical science—morality. In 
this blending or coordination, we hav gradually 
evolved art, science, morality, and all that tends to 
throw around life the inspirations of love, goodness, 
and kindness. But the question may arise, How does 
it come to pass, if these attributes are fundamental, 
and if all things that tend to make this life desir- 
able come of these coórdination—how is it that we do 
not find these things in all men? The obvious 
answer is, Environments hav not been such as to call 
forth the manifestation, hence, though fundamental 
in all, are not seen through a want of essential con- 
ditions. This is enough to show the line of thought 
in relation to the question preferred. We are now 
to offer our arguments in support of our definition. 

Our proposition is that religion is not fundamental 
in human nature; hence, whenever it exists, it exists 
only as a possibility of human nature, or, in other 
words, it is incidental. There are many òf the 
greatest and best of human beings who are without 
religion. Take any of the accredited definitions of 
religion, and we find many without it. There are 
many kinds of religion, and they are so far unlike 
each other in the light of their respectiv definitions 
that one does hardly suggest the other. Is it not 
evident, if religion is fundamental, that there could 
be one, and only one, and all would hav that one? 
If all hav religion, where is the unity such as the 
fundamental would demand? If it is possible for 
any human being to meet the demands which the 
environments impose upon him without religion, then 
it is true that religion is not founded in any needs 
necessary to the fulfilment of his mission or his des- 
tiny. Who is prepared to say that man and woman, 
without a vestige of religion, are disqualified to reveal 
all that is good and praiseworthy in human nature; 
that they are less qualified to manifest the highest 
qualities of manhood and womanhood as well, at 
least, as those who are religious? Who will say with 
open eyes, who will dare to say, that we hav not just 
as good, true, and noble fathers, mothers, brothers, 
sisters, and husbands; just as good, loving sons and 
daughters; as good citizens; as reliable, moral, and 
truthful men and women, without religion, as any in 
this wide world who are full of it? And if so, then 
is this thing called religion an absolute verity, essen- 
tial, fundamental, in human nature? History will 
not, dare not, commit itself in the affirmativ. Science 
will never thus answer, nor will philosophy. The 
immoralities of religion, can they answer in the 
affirmativ? No, never. 

Religion is an accident; it is incidental; it is cir- 
cumstantial; it might not hav been—and in that 
event many of the dark pages of history would also 
not hav been. It is hardly possible to imagin that 
our humanity has ever been the gainer by the inci- 
dents which gave to our world religions: No more 
is it possible to imagin how this world has been the 
gainer by this or other mental diseases, and without 
them we could not arrive at mental science, and that 
our mental forces, and the miilions of nerve fiberg 
through which mental action is manifested, could not 
be only through mental disorder; that the well-being 
of our mental selfhood could not fill the high sphere 


of mental action without a diseased brain. Mental 
and physical obliquities are well-nigh universal, but 
who would imagin that they are helps in the attain- 
ment of our best? All diseases, mental and physical, 
are incidental to our natures. They are not needed 
for our welfare as human beings, but come às the - 
accidents of time and place. 

Religion is & mental disease, and only on this ac- 
count are we able to read and understand its history. 
Not likely a disease in the low structure in which it 
first arose, but became such when transmitted to a 
higher structure. The measles in the low structural 
form in which it first appeared was not a disease, but 
when transmitted to a higher structure it became 
such. Tuberculosis, in the lower structure, was not 
& disease, but in the higher structural form it has be- - 
coms one of the most formidable diseases.. Scrofula, 
whooping-cough, itch, and, in fact, many diseases 
were harmless in the low forms of organization in 
which they first came into existence, but when they 
were transmitted to the higher organized structures, 
they became harmful. That mental disease, called 
religion, like the diseases which we hav mentioned, 
was harmless in the low structural form in which it 
first arose, but when transmitted to a higher struct- 
ural form it has become the most formidable of all 
diseases. So true is this that in the last eighteen 
hundred years it has slain, in the most heartrending 
methods, sixty millions of human beings. Remem- 
ber, too, that this is only what one form of this re- 
ligious disease has done! No other disease can 
show such a list of slain in the last eighteen centuries. 
It is hardly possible, with the fatal work of diseases 
before us, that any one will maintain that these dis- 
eases which are possible to our nature are in any way 
a necessity, or that they can in any way be made 
subservient to the interest of human nature. Is it 
not much more likely that they are, and ever hav 
been, in the way of the realization of our higher pos- 
sibilities? The rule of the universe is: healthful 
structure. So eminently true is this that nature 
ever persists in running off the track those that are 
sick, and has, at the same time, ever impressed the 
student of nature with the doctrin of the survival of 
the fittest, Disease is not the rule of the universe, 
but health; disease is the exemption, and there is no 
question as to the fact that mental and physical dis- 
eases hav held the race back in its progress for 
thousands of years. That is to say, that the race is 
not what it would hav been had it not been for the 
transmission of conditions in which diseases arose in 
the higher forms. It, perhaps, hardly admits of a 
doubt that our ancestral line runs back through a 
thousand generations, from whence we hav inherited 
tendencies which stand in the way of realizing intel- 
lectual and moral attainments such as would, in all 
likelihood, hav been attained had it not been for these 
adverse inherited tendencies in the form of mental 
and physical diseases. All of these hindrances which 
are in our way are only possible to our nature, but 
in no way necessary or fundamental, and hence our 
highest aim or end is attained with much greater 
ease through coordination of environments free from 
these drawbacks. This is so evidently true that the 
reverse of this has not the dignity of a hypothesis. 

The pathological student of diseases has never dis- 
closed that there is utility or design in disease. 
Disease is any morbid state in general. It implies a 
change of structure as distinguished from. disorder 
of function in particular. Disease is any deviation 
from the normal completeness, or any breaking up of 
the coordinated parts which compose the structure. 
There is no mental disease dissociated from struct- 
ure; if there is, I am ignorant of the same. Mental 
diseases are usually identified with some abnormality 
of structure. A morbid state may giv rise to mental 
disease, and so mental action, superinduced by great 
sorrow or disappointment, may giv rise to like dis- 
order. In fact, in numerous ways groups of nerves 
may be involved, upon which mental action depends 
to such an extent that loss of nerve element, degra- 


dation of nerve cells, will take place, and disordered - 


mental action will be the result. A wide diversity of 
character is seen in the presence of mental disorder 
in any retreat where the poor unfortunates are 
treated. The mode of disordered action will reveal 
to us in the study of the insane something as to the 
cause of their insanity. In fact, perhaps it is not 
saying too much, when we say that sanity in all 
things is not the rule. The adverse incidentals of 
life hav in a measure, rendered sanity in all things 
quite improbable. Doubtless, it often exists when 
even the expert does not detect it. Among criminals 
it exists to a great extent; and many are punished 
for crimes when a correct mental diagnosis would 
hav shown unconscious cerebration was the criminal, 
and not consciously premeditated crime. So shaded 
are mental diseases on the brink of sanity that their 
detection is not always possible. And so it comes to 
pass that we call people eccentric, when, in fact, they 
are a little off, if not really insane, on certain points. 
There are certain rules which enable the critical 
observer to settle the question with a reasonable 
amount of certainty, though there are no rules 
which will come to our aid by which we can always 
detect those that are insane, When we detect our 
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fellow-men in doing certain things, we conclude at 
once that they are insane in part, at least. 
J. H. Burnuam. 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


oO tH oO . 
The Meanness and Hypocrisy of Philadelphia. 


Last month the city of Philadelphia undertook to 
celebrate what so many editors and speakers there 
and elsewhere called the centennial of the adoption 
of the national Constitution. The prematureness of 
the proceeding may easily be seen by reading the 
history of the great document, lying open, as it does, 
. before every eye. As in a convention in our day 

called to consider some specific subject, a committee 
raised for the purpose reports a series of resolutions 
to be discussed, and finally adopted or rejected by 
the meeting, so the Constitutional: Convention, ap- 
pointed by the states of the Confederation to meet 
on the 14th of May, 1787, in Philadelphia, reported 
through their president, George Washington, on the 
17th of September of the same year, that they had 
performed the duty assigned them, and had drafted 
the form of a national Constitution and of a repub- 
lican government under it, and recommended that it 
be submitted to the people of the Confederated States 
-for their consideration, adoption, or rejection. The 
Congress, approving of the recommendation of the 
convention, took immediate steps to lay the draft 
before the people of the states, declaring in the act 
that, when nine out of the thirteen states had 
adopted it, further steps would be taken toward the 
organization of a government. Only three states, 
Delaware, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey, had adopted 
the Constitution in 1787, but enough more in the 
succeeding year had done so to justify the Congress 
in ordering an election for presidential electors to be 
held in January, 1788. In the next month, the 
electors chosen assembled in their respectiv states 
' and voted, and in due time, on counting-the votes, it 
‘was ascertained that George Washington, of Virginia, 
was elected president, and John Adams, of Massa- 
chusetts, vice-president, of the United States. In 
the following March, 1789, the proceedings com- 
menced under the Constitution by the meeting of 
the senators and representativs in Congress from the 
eleven states which had ratified the Constitution. 
On the 21st of April following, John Adams took his 
. seat as president of the senate, and on the 30th 
of that month Washington took the oath of office as 
president of the United States, administered to him 
by the chancellor of New York. 
Thus, the wheels of the national government under 
_the Constitution, in contradistinction to the con- 
federation of independent states under its “ articles,” 
began to revolve in the city of New York; and the 
two states which had stood out adopted the Con- 
stitution as their sister states had done— North 
Carolina in November, 1789, and Rhode Island in 
May, 1790—and came into and perfected the Union. 
The birth of the nation took place at Philadelphia in 
1776; but the birth of the government of the United 
States under the Constitution occurred at New York 
in 1789; and by right the centennial of that event 
should be celebrated there. The mere drafting of 
the Constitution by the convention appointed for 
the purpose was no very great event. It was an 
intermediary step. The adoption of the Constitution, 
and the beginning of the government under the 


administration of Washington, was an era second in- 


importance only to the Declaration of Independence ; 
and, as these events occurred in New York, the 
observance of their centennial falls appropriately to 
the people of that city. But Philadelphia, wishing 
to monopolize all the honors and to promote her 
own aggrandizement, greedily and prematurely seized 
-upon the convention's report of a draft of the 
. Constitution on the 17th of September, 1787, and 
allowed the people to believe that they were cele- 
brating the «adoption of that instrument by the 
states. Even President Cleveland, who might hav 
been expected to hav an accurate knowledge of the 
constitutional history of the government he is admin- 


istering, seemed dazed in the speech he made on the 


oceasion. 

But I took up my pen to call attention to the gross 
incongruity of the arrangements at Philadelphia 
whereby Bishop Potter, of New York, was made to 
open the proceedings with a prayer, and Cardinal 
Gibbons to close them with another. Now, there 
are three things which made this interjection of re- 
ligious forms. not only incongruous in itself, but an 

. outrageous insult to the memory of the man who 
framed the national Constitution, which the crowd 
were pretending to glorify. The first is that the 
Constitution was a purely secular document. The 
‘name of God does not occur in it from beginning to 
end. There is no recognition of any religion, or of 
any other world than the one we livin. It has no 
religious test for citizenship or office whatever. A 
nativ-born Jew or Mohammedan is eligible to any 
office, from president down to tide-waiter. 

Secondly, the convention that passed this wonder- 
ful Constitution of government began its sessions on 
the 14th of May, and adjourned on the 17th of Sep- 

"iember, and not a prayer, nor any other religious 
act, was ever performed, from the beginning to the 


end of that time. 
the production of the human intellect alone, without 
any supernatural help, or any application for such 
help in the mummery called prayer. What the 
Quakers call “the weight of the meeting” was, in that 
convention, thoroughly and notoriously Infidel; that 
is, deistical, believing in a God who has the general 
superintendence of the universe, but disbelieving en- 
tirely in the Christian religion. To be sure, when a 
Dutch dominie in New York expressed his surprise 
to Alexander Hamilton that the Constitution con- 
tained no recognition of God, or the Christian re- 
ligion, he was told by this great man: “ We forgot 
it" But this was a pious fraud on the part of Ham- 
ilton. He knew full well that on these points the 
convention remembered to forget. They knew, from 
the history of European governments, that the thing 
called religion was a Pandora’s box, full of incurable 
mischiefs; or, as we would say in our times, a dynamite 


bomb, which, from the friction of events, would be 


sure to explode, and scatter ruin round about; and 
therefore they gave it no countenance in the Consti- 
tution. 

Thirdly, during the administration of Washington, 
the government made a declaratory announcement, in 
the 11th Article of its treaty with Tripoli, one of the 
Barbary powers, that “in no sense i8 the government 
of the United States founded on the Christian re- 
ligion.” It is founded on the Constitution, and this 
is a purely secular instrument. This is its grand 
peculiarity, and explains the reason why the govern- 
ment has made such an advance in the wealth and 
happiness of the people. It is neither for, nor 
against, any religion. that now exists, or ever did 
exist, but ignores them all.. Knowing that the con- 
flicting definitions of God, and the interpretations of 
his will, given by the different sects of Christendom, 
and backed up by the governments they influenced, 
hav filled the world with enmity and bloodshed, they 
wisely avoided the subject, but protected every citi- 
zen in the enjoyment of his opinion concerning re- 
ligion, whatever it might be. 

It was, therefore, grossly improper for the Phila- 
deiphians of this day to put contempt, as they did, 
on the solemn convictions of the men who framed an 
entirely secular Constitution of government, the wis- 
dom of which a-century of trial has proved.. There 
are scores of Christian sects in the country, and all 
of them more or less antagonistic to each other. If 
the Constitution had recognized, and patronized, any 
one of them, to the exclusion of the rest, as the 
various governments of Europe hav done, it is easy 
to see that the time of the government would be 
mainly taken up in the solemn nonsense of what is 
called honoring God, and attending to the interests 
of another world, concerning both of which subjects 
we know positivly nothing at all, however much we 
may speculate upon them. 

But, even granting that there might be a distant 
propriety in celebrating with religious forms the 
praises of a Constitution which has not the word 
God in it, the choice of a Protestant Episcopal 
bishop, and a popish cardinal, both dressed up in 
their robes of office, to do the praying on the occa- 
sion, was an insult to all the other sects in the 
country. If we examin the church statistics of the 
Revolutionary period, it will appear that the Con- 
gregationalists numbered 575 ministers and 700 
churches; the Baptists, 370 ministers and 400 
churches; the Presbyterians, 140 ministers and 300 
churches ; and the Catholics 6 priests and 6 churches. 
The Methodists, now so numerous, were just begin- 
ning their existence as a sect, numbering only 20 
ministers and as many churches, whose sympathies 
in the Revolutionary struggle were all with the 
British king.. If the Rev. Dr. Duchét, an eminent 
Episcopal minister who was chaplain to Congress in 
1776, was a sample of the patriotism of his church, 
we cannot estimate it very highly ; for when the tug 
of war came on, he lost confidence in the cause of 
independence, and in 1777 addressed a letter to 
Washington, then in the field, in which he dwelt 
upon the hopelessness of resistance to the British 
crown, and urged him to Jay down his arms, disband 
his troops, and return to his allegiance. Washington 
was 80 exasperated at his Toryism that he transmit- 
ted the letter to Congress, and Duchét having in the 
mean time fled to England, his estate was confiscated 
as that of a traitor. The Episcopalians were Church 
of England Christians, and it is not so wonderful 
that their zeal for the success of the Revolutionary 
army sometimes took cold. The patriots of the Rev- 
olution who fought its battles, and endured its un- 
speakable trials and privations, were neither Cath- 
olics nor Episcopalians. They were Congregation- 


alists and Presbyterians, some Lutherans, and Bap- 


tists of the Roger Williams stripe. Where, then, 
was the propriety of passing by the descendants of 
all these patriotic sects, and choosing the “ heads” 
of the two fuss-and-feathers denominations to take 
part in the hypocritical business of glorifying a sec- 
ular Constitution? The Church of England has 
always been on the side of monarchy. It dovetails 
with, and fits, the empty pomp of hereditary govern- 


‘ment; and, as Macaulay says, it has never been 


known to be, even by accident, on the side of the 


The instrument they drafted was | 


people's rights. The Catholic éhurch, of which’ 
Cardinal Gibbons is the American “ head,” as Bishop 
Potter is of the Anglican church, has been for a 
thousand years, now is, and forever will be, the 
sworn and avowed enemy of the people's rights 
and liberties, and in league with monarchy. Although 
Ireland has always been devotedly Catholic, the pope: 
has secretly sided with England, a heretical power, 
in trampling the people and their political and civil 
rights into the dust. 

And yet the committee of arrangements at Phila- 
delphia, when they wanted to distinguish their cele- 
bration with religious exercises, passed by all the 
sects from Maine to Georgia whose patriotic ancestors 
had sacrificed their lives and fortunes during a seven 
years’ war, to preserve the life of the nation and 
make the Constitution possible, and conferred the 
honor of officiating in that capacity upon the “heads” 
of the two sects whose history proves them to hav 
been always opposed to the fundamental principles of 
@ republican government! I repeat it, it was not 
only an insult to the memory of the framers of our 
secular Constitution, but to all the Protestant sects 
of the country whose fathers were loyal to the cause 
of human rights in the times that tried men’s souls. 
. However, when we come to think of it, Philadel- 
phia may enjoy the unenviable distinction of being 
disgracefully consistent in her mean conduct. She 
accepted the trust from the executors of Stephen 
Girard respecting the college he founded for educat- 
ing the orphans of that city, and agreed, by their ac- 
ceptance of it, to carry out the provisions of the will 
in which he says: “J enjoin and require that no ec- 
clesiustic, missionary, or minister of any sect what- 
ever, shall ever hold or exercise any station or duty 
whatever in the said college ; nor shall any such per- 
son ever be admitted for any purpose, or as a visitor, 
within the premises appropriated to the purposes of 
the said college.” But this attempt to. protect the 
minds of his orphan beneficiaries against the wiles of 
religious bigots was all in vain, for the bones of the 
noble philanthropist had not turned into dust before 
the authorities violated this express provision, did the 
very thing they were enjoined and required not to 
do, and the very thing they pledged themselvs not to 
do. Girard College is now, and has been for years, 
under ecclesiastical influence, and sectarian religion 
is sung into, and preached into, “the tender minds of 
the orphans” by as unscrupulous a set of Jesuits as 
the world ever saw. *“ Ecclesiastics, missionaries, 


and ministers" visit the place at their will, and the . - 


will of Girard is treated with contempt. 

During the Centennial Exhibition in 1876, Phila- 
delphia shut the dcors on Sunday against the 
mechanics and workingmen who could visit the place 
on no other day of the week, on the hypocritical pre- 
tense that it would be a violation of the Sabbath, but 
they opened the doors to her favorit ‘‘dead-heads,” 
who defrauded the treasury of their proper fees. 
And to cap the climax of her meanness, she refused 
to allow the statue of the illustrious Thomas Paine 
a place in Independence Hall among the portraits 
and memorials of the other founders of the govern- 
ment, because, like his Revolutionary contemporaries, 
he could not believe in the plenary inspiration of the 
volume called the Bible! BILLINGTON. 

October 2, 1887. 

—— À—— e! 
Mortgaged Farms iu the West. 

While traveling in Michigan lately the editor of the Chris- 
tian Advocate made, he says, inquiries about the farms. 
This is the knowledge he acquired: ** I found thàt most of 
them were heavily mortgaged. Persons who lend money on 
farm mortgages often wonder at the rate per cent they get, 
and the fact that they do not hav to pay anything to the 
agent who transacts the business. Thc fact is that the bor- 
rower not only pays the per cent which the lender finally 
receives, but pays all the expenses of transaction, and the 
commission of the negotiation. From an official of Cheboy- 
gan county I received the following, which had come under 
his personal knowledge. A friend of his desired to borrow 
$500 to improve his farm. The lawyer procured for him a 
loan at eight per cent, and he charged him two and one-half 
per cent for each year that the loan ran. It was a four 
years’ loan; he computed the two and one-halt per cent on 
the $500, making it $12.50 a year, paying over to the bor- 
rower $450. Now paying eight per cent per annum on 
$500, but having received only $450, he practically pays 
not far from eleven per cent, and has thus far been so 
oppressed by the interest as to be wholly unable to im- 
prove his property or reduce the principal, for he is com- 
pelled to work away from home in order to get money for 
interest." In going to Cleveland, Ohio, the editor fell in 
with a Republican candidate for office, who told him that 
« two-thirds of the names on the state ticket of the Repub- 


lican party were Methodists.” Buckley picks up more val- 
uable information when he is traveling than when he is . 


thinking. 
————— 93 9——— ———— 


The Bible On the Yacht Race. 
Matthew to Mr. Bell: “ Do men gather grapes of thorns or 
queen's cups with Thistles ?"— Revised Version. 
ore 
Another Sonthern Outrage. 
From the Charlotte Daily Chronicle of to-day I learn 
that in Rock Hill, S. C., Rev. E. J. Price, a Methodist min- 
ister, was, on yesterday, cowhided by J. B. Johnston, for 


uttering slanderous reports about Johnston's sister. Both 
parties are white, : W. MgnarrEY, 
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2 + — ——— 
Jeremiah and the Reporters. 

* But, behold, the false pen of the scribes hath wrought 
falsely.” d 

We are not certain that lachrymose Jeremiah had 
the reporters on the daily papers of the nineteenth 
century in his mind when he said that, but it is the 
one sentence in all his watery composition bearing 
internal evidence that he was a prophet. 

In the Progressiv Age of Grand Rapids, Mich., a 
week or two ago we found this: 

-.'* Col. Robert G. Ingersoll was the guest of the New Eng- 
land Club, which dined at Young’s, in Boston, on the 24th 
ult. The topic discussed was ‘The Anarchists,’ and Inger- 
soll when called on said: ‘I do not agree with you who 
say the Anarchists were convicted and sentenced as they 
deserve. Few who speak in this manner are willing to look 
at the case in a generous light. Remember the conditions of 
their birth. Sir, if I had been a German, surrounded by all 
the ignorance and bigotry, I should probably hay been the 
most violent of Anarchists. They are not and cannot be to 
blame. In theirserf-like state it is hard for them to discrim- 
inate the nicety of the ends by which they obtain justice. I 
am always on the side of mercy. I don’t believe in damning 
men for confidence secured by fraud, by breaking and enter- 
ing a man’s private safe, and thus securing evidence with 
which to secure his conviction.’ ” : 

The Age did not giv the source of this paragraph, 
but it undoubtedly came from some daily paper. 
The. paragraph, however, reads very little like Colo- 
nel Ingersoll's rounded periods, and we forwarded it 
to headquarters for a corrected version, supposing, 
in the innocence of the editorial heart, that its inac- 
curacy was due to imperfect reporting, and that in 
some way Colonel Ingersoll must hav expressed a 
regret that hanging was deemed necessary to convert 
the Chicago Anarchists into American citizens. The 
paragraph was returned with this comment, signed 
R. G. Ingersoll: 

“I never said one word of the above—not one. I do not 
see how any reporter could hav made up this nonsense.” 

On reading this, it occurred to us that Jeremiah 
was right about the scribes, and we agree with him 
that wise men might easily be dismayed at their 
mendacity. They are certainly a precious lot, and it 
would take a body of water bigger than Jeremiah’s 
head, even though both eyes were perennial fount- 


with them. d 

But what & joke this is on those journals—the 
Galveston News; for instance—which hav based on 
this fabrication editorials long and heavy, prophetic- 
ally warning and authoritativly rebuking! And how 
they will enjoy eating such words as these: “ Inger- 
soll appears now to hav become an Anarchist. or 
something akin to one!” And what a pity it is to 
topple over the religious edifice reared by the relig- 
ious editors upon Jeremiah’s foundations! See the 
wisdom embodied in the remark of the Galveston 
News, which is now all wasted: “Mr. Ingersoll 
speaks plausibly in saying that if he had been sur- 
rounded by the same influences as the condemned 
Anarchists he would hav been a thorough Anarchist 
himself. There is really nothing in such an observa- 
tion, except a reminder of the doctrin of circum- 
stances or philosophical necessity.” It really is too 
bad that Colonel Ingersoll did not say what Jere- 
miah's scribe says he said, for as the matter stands 
the writers of these leading editorials appear a trifle 
ridiculous. Tô relieve their embarrassment, Mr. 
Ingersoll should say something to justify the deep 
philosophy underlying this sententious utterance: 
* And, perhaps, if Mr. Ingersoll had been surrounded 
by influences which make thieves and other criminals, 
he would hav been a criminal.” When a religious 
editor gets hold of this philosophical “perhaps” of 
the News, it will take him about a minute to evolve 
a statement something like this : 

“ In a defense of the righteously condemned Chicago 
Anarchists, Bob Ingersoll said that in his youth he himself 
was surrounded by bad influences, and therefore he believed 
in murder, and had, in fact, killed a great many people him- 
self. His only hope now was in Christ.” 

And every blessed church-member in the country 
would believe the religious editor, and tell his neigh. 
bor that “Bob Ingersoll had confessed to having 
been a murderer and a horse-thief,” and that neigh- 
bor would tell the next one that “ Bob Ingersoll had 
just killed his wife and two daughters ;” and that 
neighbor would add, in passing it on, that “Bob 
Ingersoll had set his house on fire and burnt up all 
his servants, and was now in jail ;” and the other fel- 
low would help the story along, and put on that 
“Bob Ingersoll had been visited by the Rev. Dr. 
Talmage, and had become converted to Christianity, 
and would, if not hanged, become a missionary to 
Africa.” For that is about the way these things 
grow in the fertil fields of orthodox journalism. In- 
deed, if we do not see this outlined possibility come 
back to us, in some Christian journal, as a recital of 
positiv fact, and Tue Trors Seeker, “an Infidel 
organ,” given as authority, we shall be very much 
surprised. For Jeremiah’s scribes are by no means 
extinct, but flourish apace in the offices of daily 
papers and weekly religions journals. 

a 
A Police Outrage Right Here in New York. 


‘An account of an outrage on the voters of the 
Progressiv Labor party of this city that will stir the 
pulses of the whole American people went jumping 
over the wires late Jast Saturday night. It occurred 
in the early evening at Union Square, and consisted 
of an indiscriminate brutal attack and clubbing of 
some scores of men by some eighty policemen. 

The occasion was the meeting held to ratify the 
party’s nominations, which had been called to be held 
in the place generally chosen for such purposes, the 
plaza, or north side of Union Square, where Seven- 
teenth street broadens out into an acreage capable 
of holding several thousand people. As usual on 
such occasions, the police were present in force, drawn 
up in line on the. sidewalk of Seventeenth street, 
under command of Captain Reilly. There were three 
stands for speakers, and among the orators were T. 
B..Wakeman, R. J. Hinton, Mr. Shevitch, and others. 
Around one of the stands about fifty George men clus- 
tered, who constantly interrupted the speakers by 
shouting out, “George! George! Henry George!” One 
of the Progressiv Labor party’s men asked Captain 
Reilly to stop it. Choosing twenty men from the 
hundred under his command, he started toward the 
noisy crowd. The eighty men left followed him, as 
he claims, without orders, and at once began an in- 
discriminate attack upon the assemblage, ordering it 
to disperse. Every man within reach of a club was 
beaten, and many knocked down. Heads were cut 
open, shoulders pounded, and arms broken by the 


surgeons on the East Side were hunted up and kept 
busy. Police Commissioner Voorhis was on one of 
the stands, and -when he saw the attack he rushed 
among his men ordering them back. He was 
seconded by Captain Reilly, and by grabbing the 
arms of the infuriated policemen, and shouting out 
orders, the brutes were finally quieted. While the 
affair lasted, it was the Chicago Haymarket riot 
duplicated, and it wanted but a shot or bomb to end 
in as bloody a tragedy as did that meeting. 

The police officials are busy.now explaining the 
conduct of their men. They say the men acted with- 
out orders, and probably got a little excited, but on 
the whole they look upon the matter as a mistake for 
which an apology ought to be gratefully accepted by 
the clubbed people as sufficient reparation for the 
clubbing. The press of the city is unanimous in 
condemning the outrage as entirely inexcusable, but 
inclines to the opinion that the police officials are not 
to blame. But they forget that if it was only a mis- 
take, the fact that such mistakes occur shows the po- 
lice officials to be unfit to disciplin and command the 
men who made the mistake.” 

The truth of the matter is, however, that this an- 
tagonism of the authorities to the Socialists was in 
the air, and bound to come out. The Socialists hav 
been denounced so much and violently that the 
police hav come toregard them as the Chicago police 
regarded the so-called Anarchists—as men who 
should be looked after, and made to feel the strength 
of the law. This feeling among the higher police 
officials has percolated down through the ranks, 
where it has taken concrete form in a desire to club 
all Socialists. The average common policeman in 
New York city is an Irish brute, a vulgar, uneducated 
ruffian, thoroughly loyal to his Romish religion, and 
frantically desirous of an opportunity to use his long 
night club on the heads of the “domned Dutch,” 
who compose the majority of the Socialists. The men 
who broke loose from such restraint as the captain 
had over them last Saturday night hold that a police- 
man’s club is the rightful embodiment of law, and 
the best expression it can take. And as a dog will 
do that which he thinks will please his master, so 
these human brutes clubbed the Socialists because 
they thought public sentiment would sustain them. 
Every one of them should be imprisoned for felonious 
assault. ` : 

Probably another thing that suggested the clubbing 
to them, and gave them the idea that their conduct 
would be applauded, is the indifference manifested 
over the equally scandalous and inhuman. conduct of 
the Hoboken police, who would not allow a meeting 
to be held in which the Illinois authorities were to be 
denounced for their treatment of the Chicago An- 
archists. The Hoboken sympathizers with . the 
Western Anarchists had hired a hall, paid for it, and 
were peaceably making their way thereto, when the 
Hoboken police stationed themselvs at the door, for- 
bade entrance to the hall, and at once began to.club 
all questioners of their authority. Then they ar- — 
rested their victims, and the men are now in jail 
awaiting trial for “inciting riot,” when. everyone 
knows and says that the police struck the first, lest, 
and only blows that were struck on the occasion. 
Possibly the New York police were desirous of also 
seeing their names in print as heroes who had 
clubbed the dangerous Anarchists and thereby saved 
society from complete and sudden destruction. 


A law committee of five members of the Progressiv 
Labor party, with T. B. Wakeman at the head, has 
been instructed to prosecute the brutal New York 
policemen, but we hav yet to converse with an intel- 
ligent New Yorker who believes that justice will be 
had in the matter. Possibly one or two policemen, 
with few friends and only a small “pull,” may be 
dismissed, but most people doubt that even so much 
will be accomplished. But it is not alone the per- 
sonal side of the affair that must be considered. The 
gravest side of this outrage is the spirit manifested by 
the police, and the general tendency of the legal au- 
thorities almost everywhere to interfere with social 
heretics and by force compel them to be silent. They 
are pursuing a course sure to lead to trouble. Self- 
respecting people are not going to be clubbed into 
silence, either by accident or by design. And when 
they are so clubbed, if they cannot obtain redress by 
law, they will take the remedy into their own hands. ` 
The Progressiv Labor party voters behaved magnifi- 
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cently under thé most wanton provocation that could 
be offered. They were counseled wisely by their 
leaders, and not one of them struck a blow. They 
thus put the entire blame upon the police, and won 
the sympathies of the public. And in their prosecu- 
tion of the police the good wishes of order-loving 
people will be with them. But if any are found who 
uphold the police in their murderous work, mark 
them well: they are the enemies of the republic and 


would welcome a despotism. 
te 


The Persecuted Pastor. 
While from all of the so-called oppressed classes 


a ory for deliverance is going up and down, and in 


various other directions, something should be said 
.in defense of the down-trodden clergy, one of whose 
dearest privileges bids fair to be snatched, jerked, and 


otherwise wrested from them. These reflections are: 


instigated at this critical period by the persecution 
of the Rev. C. W. Millen, Methodist, of Brooklyn. The 
amount of persecution of this sort directed against 
ministers of the Methodist church is remarkable, and 
shows that sectarian jealousy is still perniciously 
activ. 

.The foundations and pretexts upon which the 
charges against Mr. Millen are based are numerous. 
About a year ago this afflicted and long suffering 
saint, then occupying the Washington Street Meth- 
odist pulpit in Brooklyn, made à pastoral call upon 
Mrs. William Squire, one of his congregation. Mr. 
Squire not being present, the reverend gentleman 
voluntarily offered to assume the burdens of conso- 
lation whieh naturally fall upon the head of a well- 
regulated family. But his kindness was unappreci- 
ated, his offer rejected, and the misguided woman 
bade him depart, even hastening his going by threat- 
ening him with the handle of a broom, so that he 
reached. the street, it is said, by a series of long and 
dangerous leaps. 

Mrs. Squire’s unkindness did not cease here. She 
went before the trustees of the church and entered a 
complaint of improper conduct on.the part of the 
Rev. Mr. Millen, thereby making the matter public, 
and the tongue of scandal wagged against him. A 
day was set for the trial, but- ere it came the plot 
thickened and sorrows accumulated. All the way 

"from Haverhill, Massachusetts, came the story that 
Mr. Miller had gone out of that town some years ago, 
' leaving his furniture and even much of his clothing 
behind, and without preaching a farewell sermon to 
his bereaved congregation. ` While in the discharge 
of his pastoral duties, so said the evil report, he had 
been interrupted by an unbelieving husband and 
driven out of the place under threats of personal 
chastisement. The clerical committee had scarcely 
ceased to weep over the obdurateness of unregenerate 
husbands when another charge came accusing Pastor 
Millen of immoral conduct in the parsonage of the 
De Kalb avenue church, Brooklyn. Also from Bos- 
ton a voice smote upon their ears saying that while 
on his vacation in Boston in August last Mr. Millen 
had been guilty of ministerial excesses. Nor was 
this all. In Fourteenth street, New York, so said 
another detractor, the exercise of the clerical func- 
tion had been misconstrued into wicked conduct, and 
another charge of immoral tendency was scored 
against the persecuted pastor, making five in all. 

So far has this persecution been advanced by 
designing persons that the Rev. Mr. Millen is even 
now on trial before an ecclesiastical tribunal of 
clerical experts. The Haverhill affair outdating all 
the rest of the items in the plot, the tribunal has 
taken that as charge No.1. An affidavit from Mr. 
John N. Snow, of Haverhill, deposeth and witnesseth 
that he, John N. Snow, looking through the window 
into a room containing the Rev. Mr. Millen and a 
girl named Nellie, saw that which in the printed 
affidavit is expressed by a row of asterisks. The 
Rev. James Pike, Mr. Millen’s presiding elder, re- 
luctantly admitted that from what he knew of Mr. 


Millen he should judge that the charges of the affi- | 


davit were not without substantial foundation. So 
the organized persecution proceeds. 

We hav acquired, through a former attendant at 
Mr. Millen's church, information which may explain 
the gentleman’s conduct to some extent. He is, in 
fact, a close student of anatomy, and his researches 
in this direction hav been characterized by great 
assiduity. Our informant states that the picnics of 
Mr. Millen’s church afforded the reverend scientist 
his ‘chief opportunities for the prosecution of his dis- 


coveries. For this purpose Mr. Millen could be 
found, so continues our informant, in the vicinity of 
the swings, in whose pendulous excursions the young 
women of his flock sought healthful and exhilarating 
diversion. At such times the pastor, at whatever 
risk to his person, invariably placed himself imme- 
diately beneath the swings, with his gaze turned 
heavenward, presenting the spectacle of a devout 
man whose heart was lifted up in silent prayer; 
whereas he was, in reality, merely in pursuit of ma- 
terial information. . This little involuntary deceit 
might be forgiven Dr. Millen if he could be induced 
to impart to the tribunal the result of his researches. 

On the other hand, according to the source of our 
information, whenever Dr. Millen attended receptions 
given by the ladies of his church, his attitude was 
reversed, and, standing in close proximity to some 
sister in more than ordinarily full dress, his down- 
cast eyes and masculin hight enabled him, while in 
the posture of true humility, to still add to his scien- 
tific information as in the former instance. Any 
slight excess of zeal should be pardoned in a person 
whose aim is the attainment of useful information. 
It is true that the observer might remark a certain 
familiarity in the reverend gentleman’s manner of 
laying his hands upon the persons of the ladies. 
Our informant confesses that he himself on various 
occasions observed that the Rev. Dr. Millen was 
unfitted by reason of his religious zeal to mingle in 
respectable society; and altogether the impression 
might be formed that a good broad palm, smartly 
applied to Mr. Millen's cheek, would hav a salutary 
influence; but such thoughts are immediately smoth- 
ered by the transcendent reflection that he is a minis- 
‘ter merely exercising a prerogativ with which minis- 
ters hav been tacitly vested by immemorial usage, 
and of which, moreover, they hav never been back- 
‘ward in taking advantage. As long as the pastoral 
call is countenanced, the annual crop of -Millens will 
not be lessened by drouth or flood. 
" —— 9—9—9—————— 

Germans Combining. 


The Germans of New York state hav formed a 
* Personal Liberty League," the main object of which 
appears to be to secure the opening of the beer 
saloons from 2 o'clock r.m., on Sundays, till midnight. 
To that end the leaguers met in convention at 
Albany last week. The two important articles in the 
league's constitution are: 

“ The object of the association is the repeal of obsolete laws 
which curtail the enjoyment of life, and unwarrantedly re- 
strict the individual liberty of the citizens in direct contra- 
diction of the Constitution of the United States. 

tt This object shall be attained in this way: That the so- 
cieties belonging to the association shall stand firmly together 
in the election of law-makers (assemblymen and senators), 
and pledge themselvs to vote only for such candidates' as 
shall promis, under oath, or over their signatures, not to 
vote for Prohibition and the excise and Sunday laws which 
restrict individual liberty, but, in harmony with the progress 
of the civilized nations of Europe, to stand for the views of 
the organization both in word aud deed." 

If our German friends are going in for the repeal 
-of all Sunday laws, and for placing the saloons under 
the same Jaw on Sunday that they are on Monday, 
they hav our sympathy, and will get our vote. If 
they are only anxious to hav the legal right to drink 
beer on Sunday from 2 o’clock in the afternoon till 
midnight, they will get neither sympathy nor votes 
from consistent Freethinkers. Beer is not a price- 
less boon, nor & very inspiring rallying cry, but liberty 
to do what one pleases on Sunday, not only after but 
before 2 o'clock, r.m., is worth combining for and 
voting for. 

— 9-2 -—___—_ 
A Too Innocent Contemporary. 

The Rev. Dr. Alden, secretary of a missionary 
organization, is accused of packing the committees of 
his society in order that he may retain his grip upon 
it. A member of the organization recently remarked 
that “Dr. Alden’s methods in packing committees to 
suit his purposes are unworthy of a ward politi- 
cian." 

The Evening Sun calls this a queer accusation, 
and seems surprised that a minister can be guilty of 
such conduct. This surprise doubtless arises from 
the extreme youthfulness of the Zvening Sun. When 
it has lived as long as its morning brother, it will not 
be surprised at any charge brought against a minis- 
ter, but will take it as a matter of course, and to be 

‘expected. Let us hope, however, that it will be less 
hypocritical in dealing with ministerial delinquents, 


. Editorial Notes. 


Tue following significant paragraph we take from the 
Boston Investigator : . 

t t- To whom it concerns :—The subser‘ber who stopped taking 
the Investigator because we said that the Chicago Anarchists, if in- 
nocent should bs acquitted, and if guilty should b» imprisoned, 
may hava correct idea of Auarchy, but he is ignorant of what 
Liberalism means.” 

We extend to Messrs. Seaver and Mendum our sincere 
condolence. We know just how they feel. 


‘Presipent ÜrgvgLAWD, in the course of his Western tour, 
stopped over Sunday at Madison, Wis. Previous to his ar- 
rival the members of Grace Episcopal church tricked out the 
edifice with bunting, and announced that the president 
would attend their service, admission to which would be by 
card. And every Christian in Madison who knew he or she 
could not get a card, immediately rose up in wrath and re- 
viled. Grace Episcopal church in picturesque and emphatic 
language. Allof which goes to show that Christianity, in 


its moral effects, is more or less of a humbug. 
—_—_—_—_— Ó——— 


CLARK BRADEN seems in a fair way to be pretty thoroughly 
shown up. Mr. Putnam has forwarded—for our amuse- 
ment, we take it—a copy of the Silverton, Oregon, Appeal, 
in which Braden rails against the secretary of the American 
Secular Union for refusing to meet him in debate. From ` 
this we infer that Mr. Putnam has sustained the dignity of 
his office by refusing to associate with blackguards. This is 


“as it should be, and as we could hav told the Christians who 


engaged Braden that it would be, for we know that Mr. 
Putnam wouldn't touch Braden with a forty-foot pole. 


Tue Galveston, Texas, News, as we hav once or twice 
pointed out, is a Christian journal, though it does personally 
assail a minister now and then. In the Sunday law crusade 
the News has been an able ally of the preachers, except 
when its own mechanics were threatened with arrest, and it 
obtained its reward at the Baptist convention held at Dallas 
on the 1st inst. The Rev. Mr. Beauchamp read the follow- 
ing resolution : 


** Resolved, That we regard the News as dangerous to the morals 
and good o-der of society, and recommend to our friends every- 
where to shun it as they would the Police Gazette or any other im- 
pure literature; that we do this irrespectiv of the attitude of the 
News toward Prohibition or any other political or religious ques- 
tion.” : 
Before the resolution was passed, the meeting adjourned, 
but not before Major Penn got in a parting shot in the form 
of a prayer in which he beseeched the almighty to direct the 
editorial staff of the News in the right way, and finally land 
them all in heaven. Truly, the way of the transgressor is 
hard. 


HonaoE Seaver prints his yachting enthusiasm in the 
Investigator this wise : 

“ This is one of the most popular sports in England and Scot- 
land, and it is getting to be about the same here in the United 
States, where are the fastest sailing yachts in the world. Some 
thirty-five years ago a New York yacht, the America, went over to 
England to compete for a famous prize. the queen’s cup, and won 
it. She beat everything English in the shape of a boat, and. 
brought the cup over here in triumph, since when a number of 
attempts hav been made by English racing yachts which hav come 
over to capture the cup, but they were defeated one after another 
all being too slow. 

** Finally a Scotch clipper, the Thistle, was built on the Olydc 
expressly to beat the Yankee yachts; and having lately arrived, 
she raced twice last week in New York harbor with a Boston yacht, 
the Volunteer, and was beateu' both times between two or three 
miles. It was probably the most exciting yacht race ever known— 
a sort of international competition among Yankee and Scotch 
yachtsmen, and the Yankee Volunteer was victorious, though it is 
allowed that the Scotch Thistle did ramarkably well. But as the 
Boston Volunteer was invincible, and probably the fastest yacht in 
the world, the queen’s cup will hav to remain on this side of the 
Atlantic, until some kind of a craft, Scotch or English, can beat 
the Yankee Volunteer. ‘Hail Columbia !*? 

We wish that Brother Seaver had gone further and stated 
his views upon the comparativ merits of centerboarders and 
cutters; for instance, whether the initial stability of lead 
keels is greater thau that of broad beam, and if the division 
of the single jib into jib and forestaysail adds to the capacity 
of-the boat to go to windward. This division, we believe, is 
a notion of the cutter advocates, and is generally adopted 
by American yachtsmen. Another question we submit is 
whether the Thistle’s agility in stays, gained by cutting away 
her forefoot, compensates for the corresponding loss of grip 
on the water, and attendant liability to sag off to leeward. 
It seems to us that it does not, but as the Thistle outwinded 
all the cutters on the other side, the question is an open one. 
Again, should the midship section of a yacht be given a 
slight rake aft, and be straight-sided above the water, or be 
built plumb, with bilge running well down to the keel, and a 
tumble home above the load water-line ? In the race just 
concluded, over the result of which Brother Seaver voices 
our own enthusiasm, Captain Haff, of the Volunteer, kept 
his boat full and by and a rap full, and still pointed closer 
than the Thistle, which boat Captain Barr pinched very 
close. Was this capacity of the Volunteer the result of her 
centerboard alone, or partially of her slightly rockered keel, 
sharp but moderately deep entrance, and remarkably fine 
run? New York, nowadays, has to look to Boston for 
information on yachting matters, and we feel interested in 
these questions. We do not mind revealing that our prej- 
udices are in favor of keel boats of moderate draft and 
beam, as being safer and more commodious, though perhaps 
less speedy. Boats that hav to use mast-head runners, with 
jib set flying, necessitating a jigger on the halyard, and a 
nigger to haul on it, we never could abide. But, after all, 
our favorit model is the one that flies the Stars and Stripes 
and gets there first. Therefore, with Brother Seaver we 
would remark, ‘‘ Hail Columbia!" and would add that 
Columbia cannot boast & worthier citizen than our venerable 


and less prone to tell lies for the benefit of religion. | contemporary whose hail we hereby echo. i 


666 


Letters from friends. 


LINKVILLE, OR., Sept. 21, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: For the inclosed stamps please send me 
Paine’s “Age of Reason," Remsburg’s “False Claims,” 
Robert G. Ingersoll’s ‘‘Great Centennial Oration on the 
Declaration of Independence,” and the ** Public Schools and 
the Catholic Church," by L. K. Washburn. 

Tur TRurH SzEKer is still a welcome visitor to me. 
Please giv us more of those ‘‘Heretical Personalities.” 
Those pen pictures of the men we read so much are & great 
treat. And the oftener we hear from G. E. M. the better. 

Wm. TERRILL. 


SANOTUARY oF Logan Assematy. K. or L., No. 6414, 
Lewistown, Pa., Sept. 30, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: This assembly has passed resolutions con- 
demning the action of the supreme court of Illinois in regard 
to those seven men condemned as Anarchists. The same 
vote also authorized me to forward the same for publication. 
I do not know whom to communicate with in regard to the 
matter. Will you publish the same, or otherwise inform me 
where to send it to insure publication ? W. J. Hawk. 

[We do not know the titles of the papers to whom such 
resolutions .should be sent, but suppose that Knights of 
Labor journals would be the organs through which Knights 
of Labor assemblies would communicate with the world. 
An engrossed copy of the resolutions should be sent to Gov. 
Richard Oglesby, Ottawa, Ill. Perhaps some of our readers 
can giv Mr. Hawk further information.—Ep. T. 8.] 


WansniP, Uran, Sept. 26, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: Putnam is à brick. This may be slang, but 
it seems to express the Westerner's idea of an energetic, joy- 
ous, hopeful, brilliant, and earnest lecturer, and an able 
exponent of the Secular cause. At the Liberal Convention 
at Salt Lake City, on September 24th, 25th, his lectures were 
received with round after round of enthusiastic applause. 
Utterances that would hav been considered extremely blas- 
phemous a few years ago were vociferously applauded by 
hundreds in the audience, as he made so plain the absurdity 
of the so-called sacred things. 

Owing tothe busy time of year there was not as good a 
turn-out as would hav been later. Still, the different parts 
of Utah were well represented. Sixty-eight names were en- 
rolled, and double that number are expected right away. 

The organization of the Utah Secular Union was completed 
with a strong organization, including some of our best and 
most prominent citizens. We expect a boom (more expres- 
siv slang) in Freethought that will keep pace with the 
expected boom in real estate, and one that priest power will 
never smother. Wu. REYNOLDS. 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa., Sept. 30, 1887. 

Mr. Eprrog: Believing that yourself and the readers of 
your interesting paper are ever glad to hear of the meritori- 
ous efforts of every noble, faithful, and honest worker in the 

cause of universal mental liberty, I hereby pen not only my 
` own opinion but the general feelings expressed by all who 
attended the lecture of Friendship Liberal League last Sun- 
day. The meeting of the League was made memorable last 
Sunday by the presence, eloquence, logic, and humor of Dr. 
J. L. York, of California, whose ability as a speaker beggars 
description; a man who must be heard to be appreciated, 
and one who cannot be heard by any intelligent person with- 
out being admired. His eloquence and logic hold his audi- 
ence spell-bound, while the wit and humor interspersed in 
his discourse fill his audience with delight. Never had our 
society a more intellectual feast than last Sunday evening 
while listening to the doctor's lecture on ‘‘ Evolution.” The 
doctor will remain with us two Sundays more, and, from the 
sample of his ability last Sunday, and the just appreciation 
manifested by his hearers, I am satisfied we shall be benefited 
beyond a parallel in the history of our League. 

W. SEYMOUR. 


DzrMan, CaL., Sept. 28, 287. 

Mr. Eprrog : I read all the letters that appear from time 
time in the column that is allotted to friends in Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER, and am often instructed thereby; but I see so much 
fault-finding among the different writers that I am con- 
strained to '**fallin" and find fault too. Some find fault 
with the Editor because he advocates, or fails to advocate, 
ideas different from or similar to theirs, or publishes articles 
of others who differ with them upon the various methods of 
assaulting the popular superstitions of the day, commonly 
called religion. Some find fault because he is too tender- 
footed for them, other because he is too radical, and many 
find fault with the various contributors. 

Now, Mr. Editor, I believe that this fault-finding, as above 
indicated, is unworthy of a Freethinker, and ought not to be 
indulged in by any Materialist or Spiritualist worthy of the 
name of a Freethinker, or who has for his object the elimina- 
tion of superstition from the minds of mankind. Every blow 
given—I care not what the methods used—ought to receive 
the unqualified approval of every friend of Freethought in 
this ‘‘ land of the free and home of the brave.” 

We do not gain anything for the cause by negativing 
others who are as much in earnest as are we; and who hav 
as much right to express their opinions as we hav. Isay in 
all kindness, Let us stop finding fault with others and renew 
our vigor in driving nails in the coffia of superstition until it 
is as dead asis the orthodox hellof yore; then we can all 
attend its funeral en masse, and congratulate all over the 
good work done. When we get that (the greatest curse 
that ever afflicted humanity) out of their brains, it will never 
return again to torment and affiict as it has done in past ages. 
Nations and states will be purged of crime and immorality ; 
locks will become useless on doors as a bar to thieves; Can- 
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ada will cease to be a resort for hypocritical Sunday-school 
bank defaulters; **ascension robes" will be out of fashion, 
for heaven on earth will be a reality; tickets to the '! New 
Jerusalem ” could not be given away, and a round-trip ticket 
to the realms of the ‘‘ great white throne” would not bring 
the price of a second-hand harp, or a wornout crown of 
thorns or a faded halo. Right here and now we would hav 
an everlasting picnic with a diet more varied than '' milk 
and honey,” and laws that would be operativ without the 
resort to kings, gods, or devils, and ‘‘ none would molest or 
make us afraid.” “Every man would be his own god, every 
woman a goddess, and all the children veritable angels. 

I say, Hurrah for Taz Trova SEEKER, with the masterly 
Heston, its army of able writers, and various contributors. 
In short, I say, Hurrah for anybody and everybody who hits 
superstition a whack. H. L. Suave. 


Le Moors, Sept. 21, 1887. 
Mer. Eprror: We hav deeply sympathized with the time- 
worn veteran of reform, Mrs. Elmina Drake Slenker, since 
her arrest by & dastardly crew, and though she may hav 
trespassed upon the sensibilities of certain cultured schools 
of thought, nevertheless her past life and strictly moral 
status should be sufficient protection for the personal rights 
of one of our liberty-loving advocates, who in her ardor dis- 
cusses what to her mind is for the true amelioration of the 
family of man. We can discern no good reason for any hu- 

man interference that can stand the test of logic. 
There is no wonder, dear Elmina, '*that the fabled Eve, 
hunted and haunted as representativ in search of knowledge, 
should at last arise in palpable shape, to deny the charge of 
being that terrible monster that has brought the race to such 
ignominy and dire destruction.’ Who, then, as reformers in 
search of all living truth, can disclaim the sacredness of your 
work? And as stubborn soil calls for the subsoil plow, 
reaching the strata below the surface, so no true husband- 
man should assail or evict any needed power in the field of 
progress that renders service by current force, arousing sen- 
timent leading forward to more replete and perfect culture. 
Please accept small contributions, Mrs. Slenker, in aid of 
your cause for the elevation of sex and hereditary principles: 
Mrs. L. L. Moore, $1; S. G. Fox, 50 cents; Mrs. Emma A. 

Fox, 50 cents; Mrs. Laura Sweetland, 50 cents. 
Saran GREGG Fox. 


GUNTERSVILLE, ALA., Sept. 30, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: Observing my name, with the charge of 
“ flopping about,” in a letter from “J. H. W.” in Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER of Sept, 3d, I read this, but without finding any ex- 
planation of the asserted inconsistency, other than ignorance 
and ill-will on the part of the writer, with whose positions in 
this letter, however, I am agreed in so far as they are intel- 
ligible. The.cant phrase *'free government” is not so to me, 
the freedom of governments being generally inverse to that 
of the governed, and direct in the exercise of their enslave- 
ment. I find no appreciation of my issues with the Editor, 
which relate in part to the policy of combating superstition? 
my views in regard to which are expressed in the issue of the 
10th by T. E. Longshore. In part, on a subject, the discus. 
sion of which has not been allowed me, viz., the distinction 
between autonomic administration and general or state gov. 
ernment, the former being confined to economic affairs, the 
latter to political. 

As to my differences with other editors or organs, they in- 
volve not the slightest change of principles or views of policy 
on my part, whether as regards the conscienceless egoism 
in which Tucker and his **Takkak" would swamp jus- 
tice, honor, and good-fellowship; or the abortiv pretensions 
to personal liberty of the Harmans and Walkers. 

The revolutionary ideas of the Chicago Internationals hav 
brought ruthless persecution on the devoted heads of honor- 
able men, innocent of any legal crime, and whose judicial 
murder is à blow to liberty of speech and press. But their 
propaganda, without being criminal, has always been op- 
posed by me and other Anarchists on grounds of policy. I 
look for no social good from rebellions of the oppressed, but 
only from the enlightenment of the oppressors, and from the 
absence of their political agency of oppression which is re- 


sumed in the functions of the sheriff. 
M. E. Lazarus, M.D. 


SNowVILLE, Va., Oct. 1, 1887. 

Mr. Eprrog: I would say a word to friends who hav so 
kindly come forward in my behalf and given testimony ir in 
my favor. 

I want you to feel assured I never hav and never expect to 
accept anything I do not feel I deserve. I am aware I hav 
some malignant enemies who are sending letters to publish- 
ers and private friends warning them that Elmina is a Free- 
lover, a miscegenationist, and unworthy of all the work that 
is being done for her. I only ask to be judged by my 
printed and written words. If anyone can bring forward an 
immoral idea or sentiment in my handwriting, then you may 
feel it is time to believe the accusations of the venomous. 
Till you see some such proof of my departure from the good 
and the true, I ask you to trust and believe. For myself, 
personally, I desire no money from anyone, but I am glad of 
every name enrolled on the list of defenders as one more tes- 
timonial to the value of the work I tried todo. ‘‘ Woe unto 
you when all men shall praise-you.” Itis good for us to hav 
enemies ; it even makes our true friends still more warm in 
their good feelings on our behalf. We hav already received 
hundreds of testimonials in favor of the small good I hav 
been enabled to do. Ishould not deem it worth while to 
say even this much regarding the work of enemies only that 
I feel my duty to friends demands it. The morally depraved 
seek only immorality, meanness, and dishonesty because of 
the unfortunate construction of their own organisms. I hav 
always been glad that I hav inherited an optimistic, healthful, 


ful, and is glad tosee all the world full of sweetness, joy, and 


love. I try to cherish no ill-will even to enemies, for malig- - 
nant feelings always canker the heart and recoil upon the 
owner of them. I am grateful to the fates that gave me a 
peaceful, gentle, meek, and loving Quaker inheritance. 

I hav received several letters asking if by paying the $11 


anyone can get the sewing machine offered for sale for my 


Defense Fund. The $11. is due the company; the notice 

will cost me $—, and where, then, will be any for the Defense | 
Fund? I hoped some generous friend who wishes to help 

the Defense Association would be glad to do it by paying 

something toward full value for it. — ErwrNA D. SLENKER. 


[The notice in Tug Truta Seger will cost Mrs. Slenker 


just what she expresses it by the blank she left for us to fill. 


All that she gets for the order for the machine she can hav 
for the Defense Fund; Taz TRUTH SEEKER will not take a 
cent of it. —Ep. T. 8.] 


BosroN, Mass., Sept. 80, 287. 

Mr. Epirog: As Brother Koezly has nobly and voluntarily 
presented the gallant TRUTH SEEKER with $25, whichever 
way the decision goes, I will also do the same by the Investi- 
gator, and accordingly send you my $25 for that other grand 
helper in the cause of reason. The two papers will, there- 
fore, gain $25 apiece in any event. All. gambling or bribing 
being thereby absolutely eliminated from the decision, the ' 
only thing remaining to do is to place the printed resolution 
herewith inclosed, which was the original cause of Brother 
Koezly's objections, before your readers, along with your de- 
cision as to whether or not it is figured in a correct mathe- 
matical manner. 

Brother Koezly and myself hav always perfectly agreed 
on one point, and it is that, in order to count now 287, the 
figure 1 of my Bruno-Wakeman or Year of Science Calendar 
must be placed at the figures 1601 of ** our Lord's" time reg- 
ister. But I affirm and he denies that a figure 0—the mathe- 
matical starting-point in all accurate computations—must be 
put down previous to writing the numeral 1, and, of course, 
has to be placed at 1600 “‘ A.D." because that is my beginning. 

Even baseball game-counting has to use an 0 to start with, ` 
as you will see by the inclosed slip and picture. Calendar 
figures mean completed years mathematically speaking, 
although popular figuring opposes this fact in many cases— 
Brother Koezly for instance. Gzo. N. Hir. 

[The resolution referred to was offered by Mr. Hill at a 
Paine celebration in Boston in 1882, and reads as follows: 

Resolved, That in everlasting commemoration of that rise of 
science and Freethought—the two best friends humanity has ever 
had—whbich began during the sixteenth century of the supersti- 
tious “ Year of our Lord," and in perpetual honor, also, of the hero. 
ism of that glorious teacher of reason, and nobie martyr for science 
and man, Giordano Bruno, of Italy—so inhumanly burnt at the 
stake by the Christians, at Rome, on the 16th day of February, 
1600, for proclaiming scientific facts—therefore, in future, all rec- 
ords, and other official documents of the Investigator Freethought 
Society of Boston, Mass., shall bear date from a calendar, begin- 
ning on the 1st day of January, A.D., 1600, thereby placing our so- 
ciety, and all persons also adopting it, entirely out of the bedevil- 
ing fog of the age of Bible faith with its “ Year of Grace, 1882,” 
and into the humane light of the ‘‘Age of Reason” and Year of 
Science, 282. 

We shall print shortly an article on this question which 
we hope will be satisfactory to Messrs. Koezly and Hill.— 
Ep. T. 8. ] 


: ONEIDA, Kan., Sept. 29, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: We hav moral, social, political, as well as 
so-called religious conflicts ahead that seem fo need such 
men as Martin Luther and William of Orange. The Amer- 
ican Mohammedan (or so-called Mormon) church, attaching 
polygamy to its debauchery, has been a source of a great 
deal of annoyance to this government, which has cost a vast 
amount of money as well as time to eradicate that cess-pool 
of iniquity, and still it seems to baffle the skill of our most 
eminent statesmen. Why? The reason is obvious, just like 
the fight agdinst the liquor traffic. While we are trying to 
wipe out the stain of polygamy on the one hand, on the 
other we are allowing Mormons to empty on our shores by 
the thousands, from Europe, the most ignorant creatures 
conceivable, just fit subjects for the manipulations of those 
assumed Latter Day Saints, as they style themselvs (frauds). 
But while we are endeavoring to suppress polygamy, here is 
another sect pouring into the country by the millions with 
their ignorant, superstitious, peculiar proclivities, establish- 
ing cathedrals, parochial schools, churches, priest houses, 
monasteries, convents, nunneries, ‘‘ monkeries,” etc., in 
which poor, ignorant women are kept secluded, prohibited 
from any intercourse with the outside world, there to 
remain, taught that it is for the greater glory of God that 
they should liv and: become mental dwarfs, as it were, 
thereby trammeling the minds of human beings in order to 
gratify the hallucinations of stall-fed, pampered sacerdotal 
celibates denominated priests, who may order that it is for 
the glory of God and induce poor creatures to believe such 
nonsense. ` 

Hav we not statutes that provide for idiots, lunatics, and 
also provisions for investigating the causes which produce 
deaths, etc.? And that this government should tolerate the 
keeping of any American imprisoned by any sect, creed, or 
clique, under the guise of any religious or other pretense, is 
an abomination to a free government. It is alien to a free 
country. If any church is to be allowed to keep in per- 
petual imprisonment the women of this land allured into 
those convents because some prelate so orders it, what pre- 
posterous tyranny must we, not sumbit to or sanction if 
some men, assuming to represent God, should so elect, 
claiming it to be a part of their religion? Al church de- 
nominations hav the fullest liberty to worship according to 
the dictates of conscience. But that givs them no right to 
destroy the liberties of American people by undermining the 
Constitution of this free country. For such imprisonment 


hopeful spirit that rejoices in the good, the true, and the beguti- j of American subjects cannot be granted without allowing 
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our rights and liberties to be trampled upon. Hence the 
duty of all American men and women who claim to be loyal 
to their country would be to advocate the throwing open of 
al such institutions as monasteries, convents, nunneries, 
etc., for inspection by the civil authorities, by petitioning 
legislatures of the various states to this end, which we 
would most cordially support. 

Don't let us be hoodwinked any longer by pretense. The 
Hindoos might pretend that to keep them from offering an 
occasional human sacrifice to their imaginary God would be 
placing restrictions on their religious liberty, but fortunately 
the British government has placed restrictions on such atróc- 
ities in India. Most certainly this government ought to put 
-an end to the cruelty and tyrannies practiced upon helpless 
women in this country, by throwing open those nunneries 
and convents to public inspection, in order that America may 
maintain her prestige as the home of the poor. The wonder 
is that they hav not been suppressed by legal enactment long 
ago. AMERIOA. 


Davison Station, Mios., Sept. 27, 1887. 
Mr. Epiror: I received Tae Troura SEEKER all right. I 
am very much pleased with it; hope to always hav one in 
my house. I wish to bring a new thought before the readers 
of Tue TauTrH SEEKER. It is new to me, and I hope it will 
work. All of us Liberals hav lost friends. I know how 
inconvenient it is to get Liberal speakers. There is none 
near me, nor is there one that I know the address of. It is 
very humiliating to employ one of those orthodox attorneys 
in such a trying time. I would suggest that we should raise 
money by each Liberal that is interested contributing so 
much & month to be sent to a treasurer for the purpose of 
- paying a speaker and his traveling expenses. A speaker on 
such occasions should not expect too much. A funera] 
could be postponed three to four days, and that would giv 
time enough for a speaker to go a long way. By so doing 
we could secure the best men we hav. Hav some permanent 
place to telegraph to for a speaker, so that there would be no 

delay. : ' L. VANSOHAIOK. 


HanwiOH, Mass., Sept. 10, 1887. 

Msz. Epıror: In running over the list of ‘‘ Letters from 
Friends" I am &mused to see the different likes and dislikes, 
the strictures and plaudits, expressed therein, but I am glad 
to be able to notice so little of bitterness from the writers, 
accustomed as they are to radical, outspoken language. It 
requires a philosophical turn of mind to know how to steer 
clear of open rupture, and I apprehend the -task of an editor 
is no small one to so arrange the contributions that they shall 
balance each other with a happy, neutralizing effect. 

Captain Kennedy, in the issue of September 17th, thinks 
** the cartoons are immense,” but has **one objection,” and 
that is ** those letters of Mrs. Colman.” I guess if Captain 
Kennedy could hav known how those letters interested old 
veterans in the work of those days— veterans like Parker 
Pillsbury and Mrs. Colman—he would hav hesitated before 
recommending a ‘‘let-up on those letters." To me they 
were victuals and drink, as I identified myself with the Garri- 
sonian Abolitionists, and remember some of the incidents 
mentioned by her in those letters. Few appreciate the im- 
mense labor performed by Garrison and the noble souls that 
so heroically rallied around him. History, at best, will but 
poorly portray it, and the half will not be told. I remember 
vividly the day when, at an antislavery camp-meeting in 
Harwich, a howling mob of church-members and others (see 
Parker Pillsbury's ** Acts of the Antislavery Apostles ”) set 
upon Stephen Foster and others—especially Foster—when 
he dissected Captain Grafton Seers for returning a fugitiy 
slave that had taken refuge on board his vessel. The captain 
had been induced to tell his own story, and upon the plat- 
form he completely inculpated himself, after which Foster, 
utilizing the facts as told by the captain himself, figurativly 


speaking, tore him limb from limb. The poor man stood. 


like a culprit, as he was, while Foster, in a masterly manner, 
rehearsed the story, and poured into his ears the horrors of 
slavery, and the awful crime of plunging a poor, panting 
fugitiv, who was just on the borders of freedom, as it were, 
back into the jaws of slavery’s hell. If inspiration ever lent 
jts aid to anyone, it did to Foster then and there, as he stood 
side by side with the captain, and, with marvelous power of 
language and eloquence, showed up the facts in the case, and 
condemned him out of his own mouth. Enough of this now. 

Then, on the same page of '* Letters from Friends,” '* A 
Spiritualist” thinks that Heston’s picture of Jacob’s ladder 
‘is entirely uncalled for in the light of modern Spiritualism.” 
To be brief, I would say, Let every one work in his or her 
own harness, and cure the world of superstition as best they 
may. B. F. Rossms. 

f Newark, N. J., Sept. 80, 1887. 

Mz. Eniron: I hav just read your article in the August 
18th TaurH SEEKER, entitled, “The New Aspect of Mrs. 
Slenker's Case." 

Believing that no one wields the editorial pen with greater 
skill or maintains a position with clearer-cut logic than 
` Eugene Macdonald, yet this time I feel justified to challenge 
you on one or two points in the aforesaid article. 

Inspeaking of the work in which Aunt Elmina has been 
engaged and ‘‘ which to her seemed necessary and good," 
you aver: ‘* Others, however, hav not seen the necessity of 
the work, and hav disapproved of it. Probably ninety of 
every hundred Freethinkers condemn the work as uncalled- 
for and useless.” 

Iam uncertain whether you class yourself with the ninety 
or the ten, but in either case I infer that you would justify 
one in condemning.a work when not able to see its neces- 
sity. 

While I claim the right to differ with Elmina or anyone 
else, yet I take John Stuart Mill to witness that unless I 


hav sifted this question to the bottom, I don’t know whether 
it is “ necessary” or not, and. it is unbecoming, at least, to 
condemn its agitation. While there is one person who 
makes claims concerning the subject, which claims I hav 
not investigated to the best of my ability, my opinion is not 
worth a miller's dam. 

Having spent part of my life in the Christian church, part 
in the United States navy, and a large part in the theater, I 
hav had some opportunity to observe the frightful extent to 
which immoralities arid excesses prevail in these three ample 
fields for vice. I could bring scores to testify to the fact 
that unnatural vice in the navy (particularly on the school 
ships) is the rule, rather than the exception. The excesses 
of the theater (especially the variety theater), and the abuses 
of the priesthood, are legion. Yet is the work of showing up 
these abuses of nature’s Jaws not a work of necessity? And 
shall parents go on sending their bright boys to the training. 
ship for a maritime education, only to get their young eyes 
dimmed, their minds clouded, and their constitutions, per- 
haps, fatally undermined ? 

I, for one, consider Mrs. Elmina’s work of sexual: reform 
the most important and necessary of ‘all reforms, for once 
get the race to observe the laws of nature in their family 
telations and there is hope of a nobler humanity. What 
gave Colonel Ingersoll his manly form and creed-proof 
brains? No doubt, 'twas healthy conditions of birth. 

Further on in your article, I quote, “If we had never, 
until now, heard of Mrs. Slenker, and knew nothing of her 
work, we would not consider the case one that called for an 
uprising of Freethinkers to defend invaded principles.' 
Allow me to suggest that if you had never heard of Mrs, 
Slenker until you heard that she was charged with or even 
convicted of mailing obscenity, until you did hear some- 
thing of her and her works you would remain incompetent 
as a judge whether the Freethinkers would be justified in 
uprising. Having thought a great deal on the subject in 
question, and knowing the tendency of so many to sexual 
intemperance, I can't help wishing that-there were more 
Elminas. If I take a false position in this matter, be kind 
enough to set me right, and oblige, W. P. BLYTHE. 


CoviNaTON, KY., Oct. 1, 1887. 

Mr. Evitor: You will kindly pardon my troubling you, 
but I am bound to transmit you my unequivocal, hearty ap- 
preciation of THE TRUTH SEEKER’s merits. It is a great 
paper, and has too become, in time, a general and long-felt 
blessing to the misguided, suffering mankind. 

The few tria! numbers I read hav sufficiently convinced 
me that the paper will always be welcome—nay, as neces. 
sary in my house as the ** daily bread." So please enter 
my name among your permanent readers. 

I am as strong an Infidel now as I was once a Catholic be- 
liever until some three years ago. I could not leave my 
bedroom at morning without an ardent thanksgiving and 
prayer to the imaginary omnipotent father and son and their 
“blessed immaculate companion.” Neither could I touch 
the bed at evening minus the same litany of devotions. I 
prayed before and after meals; prayed when leaving home, 
prayed on returning home, prayed and prayed to become 
good and holy; prayed for health and money, prayed for 
family and neighbors, for living and dead, prayed for and 
against everything. : 

Once—I don’t recollect what induced me to do so—I re- 
flected upon my so sincere and perpetual devotions. I 
thought of the omnipresent and all-knowing God, and finally 
it seemed to me.that if God is present everywhere, and if he 
knows everything, then he must know our necessities; he 
must know what is best to make us happy without our call- 
ing his attention to it, and if he does not want of his free 
will to lend us assistance, then our prayers cannot change 
his mind, as he is unchangeable, unalterable, otherwise he 
could be no God. He has prescribed for each and everyone 
of his *' children " a special office and salary, and punctum est. 

I concluded, therefore, that my prayer was rather a sin 
than a virtue, and, in order not to offend God, I stopped 
praying altogether. But as prayer is the cardinal doctrin 
of the Christian church, the latter must be founded on sin, 
and sin is, they say, & crime. Consequently Jesus Christ, 
who so ardently advocated the prayer, preaching and pray- 
ing himself, could not be God, nor sent by God; he was an 
impostor, a fraud, and impostors were his prophets and 
apostles. 

So, to avoid supporting such an unholy institution, the 
church, I severed my connection with the same entirely. In 
every respect I feel more satisfied to-day than before, and 
calmly shall await my end without fearing that fire and 
brimstone shall be my reward if not attending church regu- 
larly, if not kneeling and praying, and fasting and confess- 
ing, and—— 

But too long hav I strained your patience ; so wishing you 
all desired success in your true apostolic endeavor, 

T remain, N. T. Tansx1, M.D. 


New Beprorp, Mass., Aug. 7, 1887. 
Mr. Enpiror: Please find inclosed $5 to pay for THE 
TRUTH SEEKER for the next two years. I also inclose a com- 
munication I had published in one of our leading county 
papers (New Castle Guardian), and which explains itself. 
It stopped their priestly slang. And if the Liberals would 
meet these impudent, arrogant: priests in a similar manner 
everywhere they would either be compelled to behave them- 

selvs or step down and out. — W. W. WALKER. 
Editor Guardian: A friend has just handed me a copy of 
last week's issue of your valuable paper, and called my 
attention to ** Fair Play's" statement of our doings at this 
place, on which please permit me to say a few words. But, 
first, allow me to say that I am in no wise responsible for 
the. bitter feelings that seem to exist in certain quarters 
in this community. With malice toward none, and kindly 
feeling toward all, I was quietly minding my own business, 
when I was informed that Mr. Buzza, who was holding 


i revival meetings " in the Methodist Episcopal church, was 
denouncing me, or the class of people to which I was under- 
stood to belong, as “ poor, puny, contemptible, ignorant, 
cowardly Infidels that would not stand fire. All you hav to 
do is to shoot and they will run.” Also, that we had never 
read the Bible, and hated the truth, etc. It is said that even 
a snail, when tramped, will put out its horns, and there is a 
point beyond which forbearance becomes meanness. Feel- 
ing that the point was about reached, we thought that we 
would challenge him and his co-worker, Mr. Boyd, to defend 
on the platform some of the positions they had so loudly and 
insultingly stated in the pulpit, thus giving them an oppor- 
tunity to refute the common charge that the pulpit is the 
coward's castle, and the result is before you. It seems it is 
beneath their dignity “to stoop to discuss with Infidels!” 
What wonderful dignity for a little town like Bedford! 
They claim to be commissioned by Christ. Whatto do? Is 


‘it to call the righteous or sinners to repentance? Is is not to 


convince an unbelieving ‘Infidel” world of the truth of 
Christianity? Certainly. And when we get them up an 
opportunity to do the very thing they claim they were sent 
to do—viz.. an intelligent, respectable, and in spite of their 
cowardly efforts to boycott, an audience fair as to numbers, 
and then politely ask them to “ stand up for Jesus” then and ` 
there—oh, no ; oh, no; they had too much dignity to stoop, 
etc. What sublime dignity! And if they had not told us 
we would not hav known it. Why, Gladstone, Alex. Camp- 
bell, Dr. McCalla, Dr. Berg, Prof. Deitzler, and many other 
learned churchmen debated with Infidels without either 
stooping or losing their dignity. Gentlemen, it is not “ dig- 
nity” that is the matter with you; it is cowardice. It 
reminds one of our colored brother’s couplet : 

De more you see de smoke, de less de fire will be, 

And the leastest kind ob ‘possum climbs de biggest kind ob tree. 
And right here, in view of the fact that a large and increas- 
ing number of learned and eloquent men and women are 
daily lecturing to enthusiastic audiences all over the United 
States on '*Rationalism," or. as the church people hav it, 
Infidelity, if our reverend friends hav no answer to giv them 
but boycott and dignity, they may write Ichabod on their 
religion, and Infidelity has come to stay. But they hav more 
important work, ‘‘namely, saving souls.” I honor the 
preaching that tends to make men more just, wise, kind, 
liberal, and noble, as it tends to the elevation and ennobling 
of humanity; but such preaching (which “ Fair Play” calls 
work) as that quoted above, and which has been the fashion 
with these gentlemen the past winter. will save no person's 
soul, but such a spirit of slander and abuse will degrade, 
shrivel, and damn the souls of all who cherish it, whether 
speaker or hearer. It is claimed that the success attending 
these meetings proves the conductor’s means—preaching, 
etc.—all right, but I àm prepared to show that some of our 
most successful revivalists hav been the.vilest libertins, and 
even murderers, that ever cursed the earth. But, for the 
present, I will close. Yours truly, W. W. WALKER. 


West Union, O., Sept. 25, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: Our third annual Liberal camp-meeting, 
with Mr. Charles Watts, editor of Secular Thought, To- 
ronto, Canada, as lecturer, closed Sunday night, Septem- 
ber 18th. A railway accident on Mr. Watts's train on his 
way hither deprived us of two of his lectures, but he gave us 
five in all, and the others will not spoil. Our Liberals cling 
to Mr. Watts like magnets to steel, and are determined under 
fairer skies, at some future time, to hear him again. 

The orthodox folks will probably bav renewed faith in 
prayer, for their meanest minister prayed publicly for his 
God to visit evil on the Infidels of Adams county, and to 
specially pour out his wrath on the speaker who was coming 
to address us. 

But if their God attempted to answer this prayer by the 
railway accident and the rain, he got in his work very imper- 
fectly, for Mr. Watts was not injured in the accident, and 
the rain refreshed the parched fields of Infidel and Christian 
alike, and seemed to cause our Infidel friends to rally with a 
firmer determination in spite of the weather. The orthodox 
folks concentrated their energies to carry out their usual tac- 
tics to prevent attendance on our meetings. They circulated 
on the day of Watts’s arrival that he would not be here. 
They imported a boy preacher as a special attraction, and 
every church in town held services at exactly the same hour 
as ours, They jerked their little orthodox bell-ropes sav- 
agely, and their bells clashed with a fierce, sharp, harsh, 
jangling discord, as though they were uttering volleys of 
orthodox oaths, in which hell, spelled in the good old way, 
seemed numerously interspersed, while in contrast the 
grand old court-house bell rang forth her deep, resonant 
notes, calling the people to the temple of justice to hear our 
noble orator Watts, in his appeal to the reason and moral 
perception of his audience, an audience that boldly, bravely 
chose to hear the discussion of ‘‘ Secularism” while Super- 
stition threw open her gilded halls, with the attractions of 
music, fair ladies, boy preachers, and all, all around them. 
Liberalism is taking deeper root in the minds of our people. 
When Science once subdues superstition, she will stand as 
long as the world stands. Nothing short of a wreck of the 
planet could destroy her reign. All day on Sunday, I saw 
intelligent-looking men standing on the streets looking 
toward the court-house with wistful eycs, not daring to 
enter, fearing the cruel hand of the church in their business 
or social relations. School-teachers are the most pardonable 
for not taking activ part in Liberal work, for if known, it 
means almost certain dismissal, yet some of them nobly 
assist us confidentially. I am the only outspoken Infidel 
worker in the county who holds a school, and [ hav held my 
place by constant strategic warfare, and I do not know how . 
long I can hold the fort, but I know I will not renounce my ` 
principles for any position. Many copies of Tue Trora 
SEEKER, Investigator, and Secular Thought were distributed 
to those who came boldly forward to eagerly receive them. 

What we need here now is more subscribers to our Liberal 
papers, more readers of our Liberal books, a deeper study 
into the ethics of Secularism, more frequent meetings of our 
own society, more effort to develop the individualism and 
power of thought and expression among our own members, 
such as essays, readings, and discourses at our meetings and 
by our own members. We must not depend on great orators 
from a distance doing all our work, nor half of it. Like the 
sensible farmer in the old fable, let us resolvc to do our own 
work ourselvs. I would not say dispense with our great 
orators, but our own work comes first, and when we come 
down to hard, thorough home work it will not be half so 
hard to employ a great orator and pay bim well as it is now. 

J. F. Brox, Sec. Adams Co. Secular Union, 
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Children’s Qerner. 


Hdited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


it Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known a8 the Children’s Hour.” 


For Miss Susan H. Wixon. 


Too deep for tears the grief that bends 
* Q'er graves of fondly cherished friends, 
And still rereads, with dizzy gaze, 
The stone whereon, in brief, cold phrase, 
A true companion’s record ends. 


In part I comprehend your woe. 
I hay my mother still-I know 
If I shouid lose her hand from mine, 
Long, long for me no sun would shine; 
No bird would sing, no flower blow. 


We turn with scorn from priestly tales, 

Bat there is truth that never faila— 
View Nature’s workings, then believe ! 
Why shou d the only One deceive ? 

What other Justice holds the scales ? 


Though faded blossoms. sink to earth, 
The atoms change, not cease, their mirth. 
When summer's ray the garden warms, 
They group anew, in graceful forms, ` 

At beauty’s e'er mysterious birth. 


There may not fade the tiniest spark, 

To leave the universe more dark ; 
Though deep it hide in earth or air, 
Its every change, with tireless care, 

The searching eyes of Science mark. 


If empty evil, too, must liv, 
Till debt discharged a quittance giv, 
Then how can love’s transcencent bloom, 
Heart-sunshine, meet a voiceless doom, 
Last remnant in the broken sieve? 


Unless I, too, am but a mask 
That sober Nature—childish task !— 
To shape, then shatter, condescends, 
For all my loved, lamented friends 
Some time I not in vain shall ask. 
Savannah, Sept. 25, 287. Hvoo B. PLEN. 
e 


Don’t Carry Too Much Sail. 


Don’ carry too much gail. my friend; 
The morn is fresh and fair, 

The salt winds blow, the small waves go, 
And on thy vessel bear ; 

But 'néath the calm sea lurks the swell, 
And ?neath the cloud the storm, 

And ships go down, and brave souls drown 
In sight of the harbor warm. 


. Bo reef your flaunting gail, my friend, 

And ne'er despise the oar, 

But bravely stand, with steady hand, 
And make for the welcome shore ; 

Don't carry too much sail, my friend, 
The winds tall—don't you know? 

The world looks on and laughs in scorn, 
Saying, ‘I told you so!” 


When many a proud heart/a hopes go down 
Biting the bitter dust, 

When plans of years are lost in tears, 
And true hearts learn distrust. 

Bo lower your widespread sail, good friend; 
Wear bravely your homespun suit, 

To-morrow must pay the debts of to-day 
And swallow their bitter fruit. 


‘Tis better to own the clothes you wear, 
And a cottage ne'er so small, 

Than stagger beneath the iron wreath 
Of debt in a nabob’s hall; 

"Tis better to carry an honest heart 
Than satins and plumes and lace, 

Tf the glitter of gold o'er a heart as cold 
Would only bring disgrace. 


Be proid of the sphere of life you fill, 
Aud honor if all you can ; 
But never forget, more noble yet 
Is is to be called a man. 
The best of al] the gifts of heaven 
Is to know not how to fail; 
But next to this right truthful is: 
“Don't carry too much sail.” 
—E. Alice Kinney, in Detroit Free Press. 
————— 9$ 9— —————— 
Memory Gems. 
From the Works of Thomas Paine. 
learned and recited by the children. 


It is the nature of compassion to associate 
with misfortune. 

Any system of religion that is shocking to 
the mind of a child cannot be a true system. 

I believe in one God, and no more; and I 
hope for happiness beyond this life. 

I believe in the equality of man; and I 


To be 


believe that religious duties consist in doing | 


justice, loving mercy, aud endeavoring to 
make our fellow-creatures happy. 

The word of God is the creation we behold. 
And it is in this word, which no human 
inventiou can counterfeit or alter, that God 
speaketh universally to man. 

Human language is local and changeable, 
and is therefore incapable of being used as 
the means of unchangeable and universal 
information. : 

The creation speaketh a universal language, 
independently.of human speech or human 
language, multiplied and various as they may 
be. It preaches to all nations and to all 
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worlds; and this word of God reveals to man 
all that is necessary for man to know of God. 

Mystery is the antagonist of truth. 

All national institutions of churches, 
whether Jewish, Christian, or Turkish, ap- 
pear to me no other than human inventions, 
set up to terrify and enslave mankind, and 
monopolize power and profit. 

The world is my country; to do good my 
religion. S. H. W. 

to 

Witty Sayings of the Little Ones. 

Little Edna, with her mother, was visiting 
her grandmother in Maine. Moses was the 
name of her chubby little playmate. One 
afternoon Edna, having grown tired of her 
playthings, went to her mother’s room and 
soon returned, putting on her new white 
dress, from which the sash was hanging, hav- 
ing been pinned to the skirt. ** Why, Edna,” 
exclaimed her mother, ** what mischief are 
you into now?” ‘Oh, nottin’, mamma, 
only Moses tum to see me and I fought Pd 
dess up.” “No, mine; didn’t come to see 
you nuther,” said Moses, drawing the back 
of his chubby hand across his face. 
I don’t tare; Ilooks pitty all de same,” said 
Edna. . 

One evening, at the approach of twilight, 
little Edna was riding from town with her 
grandmother, and, on entering the thick 
maple grove, it became very dark, and Edna 


| commenced to talk in a whisper, when her 


grandmother said, ‘‘Don’t be afraid, Edna, 
dear, God will take care of us in the dark as 
well as in the sunlight." ‘‘ Oh, I isn’t fraid, 


danma, only I tought de bears might tum: 


and tarry de horse off.” . 

Little Edna was one day walking in the 
fields with her aunt, and gathering sticks in 
her apron. ‘‘ What are you going to with 
the sticks?" said. her aunt. ''Oh, Pse doi 
to det papa's supper wid ’em!” and after a 
minute she said : ** Do you know, aunty, I'se 
passionately fond ob flowers, berries, and 
kindling wood." 

Little Mabel stood looking out of the 
window when a horse was being driven by 
with a linen duster thrown over him, when 
Mabel said: **Mamma, is it-doin’ to rain?” 
“No,” said her mother. ‘‘Den what's dat 
jack horse dot on a dozzamer for ?” 

Gust F. Hows. 


Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—oHARADE. 


My first is an humble dwelling, 
My last is a noted lake, 
My whole is a set of people 
ho socially congregate. 
N. Boothbay, Me. W arren B. OnoHARD. 


2.—DIAMOND. 
. A letter. 
A resinous substance. 
The moon. 
. A conductor. 
‘Shut up. 
A color. 
- A letter. C. Rooxgr. 
7 +e 
Correspondence. 


Baxxn Ciry, OR., Sept. 26, 1887. 
Dzar Miss Wixon: Please accept our 
heartfelt sympathy in your late bereavement. 
Commending you to your good judgment, 
we remain, your little friends, 
Misszs Rena and Peart BAISLEY. 
———— Ht — — — — 


The Infancy of Weaving. 
- A piece of linen was discovered at Mem- 
phis, Egypt, containing 540 picks to the 
square inch. This fact would seem to indi. 
cate that the ancient Egyptians knew about 
as much about weaving as is known to-day, 
although the art was not so widely developed. 
One of the Pharaohs sent the Lydian king, 
Croesus, a corselet made of linen and wrought 
with gold, each thread of which was com- 
posed of 360 smaller threads twisted together. 
Woven fabrics are found on the ancient mum- 
mies, but whether of cotton or linen it is hard 
to say, but they show that weaving and spin- 
ning were known very early in the history of 
thehumanrace. Ancient Egyptian sculpture 
Shows evidences of this art, which by some 
means seems to hav scattered all over the 
world. Even the Navajo squaws of this 
country are known to be expert weavers. A 
good Navajo blanket sells for $15, while a 
Mexican blanket can be had for $2.50. 'The 
ancient Romans had a cloth factory at Win- 
chester, England; and the weavers had 
guilds and corporations as early as the elev- 
enth century, and regal power was exerted to 
support the industry, although Queen Eliza- 
beth, who had peculiar notions, refused to 
giva patent to William Lee, who invented 
the knitting frame about 1589, and made 
woolen stockings. Elizabeth thought that if 


Reopen 


‘one man had the monopoly of stocking. 


“ Well, 


PAM 


weaving, her subjects would suffer from the 
loss of employment. Weaving was stim- 
ulated very greatly in England by the exodus 
of weavers from the Continental countries 
from various causes. Lee's invention was 
the most important in the whole range of 
textil industry. He died at Paris in 1610, 
according to Falkin’s history of hosiery and 
lace manufactures. Burlanach, a London 
merchant, began spinning under the reign of 
James I., and in 1629 the spinners of London 
were incorporated under the name and style 
of ** Masters, Wardens, Assistants, and Com- 
monalty of Silk Throwers.” By 1661, forty 
thousand persons found employment in Lon- 
don alone. In 1685, religious persecution in 
France drove vast numbers of skilled artisans 
to England and elsewhere, and some seventy 
thousand of them are supposed to hav settled 
in England and Ireland, and to hav aided 
largely to the foundation of this and many 
other great industries of the country.—Phila- 


delphia Educational Review. 
to — — —— 


Yalue of/Dead Horses. 

**Say, what yer goin’ to do with that old 
nag?" shouted a passing cart driver to a man 
who was superintending the removal of a 
lifeless horse on Willow street. 

* Lots,” answered the other. ‘* We’ll first of 
all ship the old hulk to the glue factory. 
There the hide will be taken off and sent to a 
tannery, and the flesh removed from the 
bones. The bones are very valuable, and 
when the frame is separated they are dis- 
tributed into piles. Shin bones are worth 
$40 a ton. They are used for knife handles. 
Thigh bones bring more. They go to Europe 
at $75 a ton, and come back here after a while 
in the shape of tooth brush handles. The 
foreleg bones are made into parasol handles, 
collar buttons, trousers buttons, and other 
small articles of usefulness. Glue comes 
from the water in which the bones are boiled, 
while the dust from the sawing of the bones 
makes excellent medicin for cattle and poul- 
try. All the rest that can't be made into 


bone black is ground up into powder and, 


sold for fertilizing purposes." 

“ Well, who'd thought that old carcass was 
wuth so much?” exclaimed the carter in sur- 
prise.— Philadelphia Bulletin. 


REDUCED TO $1.00. 


THE STORY HOUR. 
A Book for Children and Youth. 


BY MISS SUSAN H. WIXON. 
Over a hundred fine illustrations. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


Apples of Gold. <A Story-Book for 


e Young Folks, By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel. 
lent work for juna masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued ata reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very 
much to the value of the volume. 

A Story of 


Tivo Little Red Mittens. . 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10cents. For sale at this office. 


The Youth’s Liberal Guide. By 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M, Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims at the education of youth in the 

rinciples of Freethought, at the same time 
inculeates moral duties and humar 


hat it 
rights from a send of pure reason and 
common sense. ddress THE TRUTH 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 
vestigation. Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions. 
with numerous references and citations, that 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
of other propositions in the same book. Price 


86 ont. 
The Story Hour. For Children and 
Without Super- 


By Susan H. Wixon. 
Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 


f The 
Children’s Story-Book everissued. 66 full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heav 
toned paper, broad margins, illuminated 
covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1, . 


BIBLE MYTHS 


AND THEIR 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


The object of the work 18 to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abuit nd; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. 

‘It is unquestionably true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else 80 accessible as they are now made 
in the work before u8,"—N. Y. Sun. 

1vol.8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages, 


Price, $2.50, 


REPLY 
TO REY. L. A. LAMBERT'S 
“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.” 
By B. W. Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priest's 
Historical misstatements. 
Price, Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 cents. 


* & 

Very Cheap Pamphlets, 
o g 

We hav on hand a large number of the following 
of COLONEL INGERSOLL'’S pamph'ets, which 
will ‘be disposed of at cost, as fol'ows: 

Ingersoll Catechised: 

His Answers to a Number of Vital Questions Pro- 
pounded by the Editor of the “San Franciscan ;" 
singly, 8 cents; per dozen, 30 cents; per hundred, 


$2.00. > 
ORTHODOXY. 


"A lecture, fifty-four closely printed large 12mo 


pages, 10 cents; fifteen, $1; and $6 per hundred, 
Civil Rights Speech. 


Including the address of Frederick Duglas, fifty. 
three-large octavo pages, singly, 10 cents; fifteen 
for $1; aad $6 per hundred. 
The Truh of History. 

This is à comment by Colonel Ingersoll upon 
the religious lies that hav been told about him. 
self, and first made ifs appearance in these col. 
umns. Price 8 conts; 80 centa per dozen ; $2 per 
hundred. 


BIBLE IDOLATRY. 
A letter Colonel Ingersoll wrote to the editor of 
the London “Secular Review." Price 8 cents; 80 
cents per doz., or $2 per hundred. 


INGERSOLL ON HcGLYNN. 


Being the comments and opinions of Mr. Inger- 
soll upon the fight in the Catholic church between 
the late pastor of St. Stephen’s and his employer, 
the pope. Price 8 cents; 80 cents per doz., or $2 
per hundred. 

We suggest that these be purchased in quanti- 
ties, and given away to Christians, and it is with 
that not unreasonable expectation that the trices 
hav been placed 80 low. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
; 28 Latayette Pl., New York. 


Pame Vindicated| 


—0-— 


A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York  Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of ihe Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 
both the slanders and 
their refutation. © 


BY ROBERT G: INGERSOLL. 
; —0-- 

The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. . 


TOGETHER WITR 


A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine's 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


78pp. Price 15 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


S. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 


Its Scientific Solution, with some Oriticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
BSE“ A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
~ and dramatic power ; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day,”—Jonn 
Swinton’s Paper. 
Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
{#8 in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
' FF fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown there is much in harmony between 
* them. Price, 10 cta. 
Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 


with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty."—Ds. Henrry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 
Earth, Heaven. and Hell. Price 25 cents. 
Why Don't He Lend a Hand? and 
other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 
Adami and Heva. A Poetie version 
version of the Indian Btory of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
nip tne Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 
cents. 
For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE CONFESSIONAL: 
ROMISH AND ANGLICAN. 
An Exposé. 
By SALADIN. Price, 80 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 


By Gro, M. Davenrort, This is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 32 well-filled pages, costing only 
“a quarter,” but ag tull of meat as an egg. It ie 
well called “ practical,” for we find nothing un- 
practical in it, Hens, ducks, geese, and turkeys. 
are particularly discussed and their economica: 
breeding and keeping treatedof. There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in ail, itis a very usoful addition tc 
the poultry liferature of the day. 

TRUTH SEEKER Offices 


' Thomas Paine. 


Prose Poems and Selections. 


.Life. A 


.Ingersollg Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cis; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
** Humboldt,” ** Thomas Paine,” “ Individual- 


ity,” and “ Heretics and Heresies,” 


' The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 


Contents: “The Ghosts," “Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” “The Declaration of In- 
dependence,” “About Farming in Illinois,” 
Phe ‘Grant Banquet,” “The Rev, Alexander 
Olark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and ** A Tribute to Ebon O. ingersoll.” 

Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cis; 
cloth, $1.25, 

Interviews ou Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. : 

What Must We Doto Be Saved! Pa- 
per, 25 cents. — 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
Ingersoll Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof. 

George F, Fisher. Paper, 50 cents i cloth, $1. 


Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 


10 cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in: 


large, clear type, and containing as much. as 
could be delivered in two ordinary leotures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 

Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
‘a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franviscan. 6 cents; 50 
cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 
, Millions of these should be circulated, 

Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 


Address on the Civii Rights Bill. 
Large size octavo, paper, 10 centa. 


Ingersoil’s Lectures Complete. 
Bound in one yolume. To meet the demand 
for Mr. Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had: 

» ali his lectures, except the latest on ** Ortho- 
dozy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
. calf, library style; and containing over 1,300 
pages, which i8 sold at the exceedingly low 
, price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 

Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s “ The Vision 
o ar,” the “Grant Banquet Toast,” and 
the recent address over “Little Harry Mil- 
ler's Grave," that they hay peen printed on 
heavy toned paper, 18x22, illuminated border, 
and in large, clear type, suitable for framing, 
and the three will be forwarded to any address, 
for 50 cts, or either one for 15 cts. 

This 


new book isa gem. Itis a model in every re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best over issued." _It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated ' Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “ tributes " 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
“ures, letters, table-talks, and ay to-day con- 
versationgof the author, The work is designed 
or and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
Urpose,a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, BO in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7,50; in full tree 
ealf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


Prose Poem. Printed in 
colors on board, beveled gilt edges. 50 cents. 
Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 


boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 centa. 
. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it i8 unexcelled. ong 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries: the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 

_ Church and the Republic. — > 

Bible Morais. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars of 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Cubineaness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger qnantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 
and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sunday Arguments; Origin Of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; T'he 
abb ath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 25 cents; gix copies, $1.00. 


The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the stor 
of | the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Choive extracts trom-“ Common Sense,” 
* American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine's 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressiy for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing & handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. i 

Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Ohristian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 


delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention, Ri anuary 29,1884. Price, 


10 eont&. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


RUPTURES CURED; 


myMedi ound and Improved 
ir ical Comp np 


astic Supporter Truss in from 30 to 
Q days. Reliable references given, Send 
stamp for circular, and say 1n what papet 
you saw my advertisement, Address Capt 


V. A. Collings, Smithville, Jefferson Ga, N. T. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 


A SPLENDID WORK. 
Mr. Charles Eckhard, treasurer of the American 
Secular Union, has published 


THE NINE DEMANDS 


ina more atiractiv form than any in which they 
hav previously appeared. At the head of anen- 
graving on heavy plate paper, 24x19 inches, are 
the cabinet-sized likenesses of JEFFERSON, 
WASHINGTON, and PAINE, the Fathers of our 
Republic. At the sides are FRANKLIN and 
JOHN ADAMS, and between these two are 
printed the Nine Demands of the American Secu- 
lar Union in conspicuous type. At the foot are 
LAFAYETTE, GIRARD, and INGERSOLL, 
making eight likenesses in all. Inscribed be- 
neath each portrait is some radical sentiment 
quoted from the author pictured over it. In the 
space between the portraits and around them are 
arabesques of vines and flowers in profusion, and 
the panel inclosing the Nine Demands is sur- 
mounted on each corner by Mr. Eckhard's design 
of the flag above the cross. The whole makes an 
exceedingly handsome work for framing. The 
artistic part is equal to the best, and the portraits 
are ag true to nature as the photographs from 
which they were transferred. The design will be 
sent postpaid by mail for $1 by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette;Place, New York 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 


A OOMPEND or THE NATURAL Laws or iln- 
DUSTRIAL PRODUOTION AND 
XExoHANGE. 


By J. K. INGArrs, author of ** Social Wealth." 
Price, 25 cents. 
Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLLS 


Great Centennial Oration 
ON THE 5 


Declaration of Independence, 


ALSO THE 
Immortal Document, 


And the National Anthem entitled : 


“LAND OF LIBERTY.” 
Price, 6 cts; 5 copies, 25 cts; 25 copies, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


ELEMENTS 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY 


FOR 


HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS AND 
FOR SELF-INBTRUCTION. 


By Prof. i, M, Coitinger, A.M. 


This book is just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2,000 
years B.C., On up to 1883, all in a nutshell.—Kunina 
Stenker. ` 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place; in the family it would be BO 
less important; as conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Wixon. | 

Mr. Cottinger's intentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable; it may 
be commended as fulfilling its purpose of a con- 
cise and interesting historical text-book.—Mitwau- 


kee Sentinel. 
PRICE, CLOTH, $1. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


Men of Business Who Did Something Besides 
Making Money. A Book for Young Americans. 


BY JAMES PARTON. 
$1.25. 


R 
Now York. 


Price, 
Addresa 


THE TRUTH SEEKE 
28 Lafayette Place. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 


SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in nglish or German 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. 


SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr, E. B, Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of “ Science in Story.") 50 cents. 


HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages 
By Dr. Foote. 2% cents. 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (ime Pam- 
phlets)._ By Dr. E, B. Foote,. Jr., viz.: “Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, advocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to atck and well. By mail, 10 cents each. 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). ‘‘The Law 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages, cloth 
bound, $2; . “ Heredity,” by Loring oody, 159 

ages, cloth, 75 cents; “The Law of Heredity,” by 
E H. Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
HumanTemperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; * Generation before Regen- 
eration," by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; * Re. 
porta of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
1682," 10 cents; "ihid, Annual ne of the 
Institute of Heredity,May 29, 1 cents. 

Address : THX TRUTH SEEKZB. 
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KERSEY GRAVES'S WORKS. 


Biography of Satan; or, a, Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 85 cents. 


Bibie of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thousand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the characters of the principal 

` personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins. Price, $1.75. 

The World’s Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of all the doctrines, principies, precepts, 
and miracles of the Christian New Testament, 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many o: 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
history of sixteen oriental crucified sods. $1.59. 

Address THE TRUTH. SEEKER. 


W.S. BELL'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Conflict between Christianity 
and Civilization. 


PRICE, 15 CENTS. 


It is a stunner; concise, scholarly, and good.— 
g8. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 


PRICE, 15 CENTS. 
Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. 
Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in.Man.—T. B. Wakeman. 
A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. Itisa very 
doe paper, and deserves wide dissomination.—The 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTS. 


The number of heads nnder which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which each point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
I take great pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition ” to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self-government.— 
J. J. McCabe, 


ml 


For sale at thia office. 


Charles Wattss Works. 


Saints and Sinners. 10 cents. 
The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price,$1.25. CONTENTS : 
Section I, Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section IT. at it 
Owes to Mohammedanism. Section III. Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors. Section IV, 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Bec- 
tion V. Freethought .Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christian Evidences Criticised. A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh. Con- 
tents : The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of  Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1: 


Seeularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible: Freethought and 
Modern. Progress; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civihzation ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and Bible. Antagonistic ; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption, For all of 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


Was Jesns an Impostor? A debate between a 
Scotch novelist, Agnes Rollo Wilkie, and Arthur 
B. Moss. ‘The best conducted debate of modern 
times. 100 pp., 25 cts. The Mirror of Free- 
thought. . 50 cts. The Bible and Darwinism. 
25 cts. Biblical Errors and Secular Truths. 25 
cts. Two Revelations. 5cts. Bible Horrors; or, 
Real Biasphemy. 5 cts. Bible Makers. 5 ots. 
Bible Saints—Nos. 1,2, and 3, Each 5 cts. Moses 
vs. Darwin. 5cts. Socrates, Buddba, and Jesus. 
5cts. Christianity a Degrading Religion. 5 ota. 
Fictitious Gods. 5 cts. Natural Man. 5 cts. 
The Old Faith and the New. 5cts. Bruno and 
Spinoza. 5cts, The Bible God and His Favorits. 
5cts. Miracle-Workers, 5cts. Health, Wealth, 
and Happiness. 5cts. The Brain and the Soul, 
5cts. Nature and the Gods. 5cts. Design and 
Natural Selection. 5cts. Man and the 
Animals. 6 cts. 

Address Watts and Co., 17 Johnson's Court, 
E.C.. Lon jon. Eng. 


Bible Temperance: 


LIQUOR DRINKING 


Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
by the Bible. 


BY E.C. WALKER. 


This is a companion book to Remsburg's ** Bible 
Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents, i 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
28 Lafayette Plece. New York. 


DID JESUS CHRIST RISE FROM 
THE DEAD? 
The Evidences for the Resurrection Tried 
and Found Wanting. 
By Saladin. 
TS. 


| o. . 95 CEN ; 
PRICE, , ares THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


ower ° 


X 
THE WATCH OF THE FUTURE.. 

The new; latest improved 14 karat filled gold 
Watches are the best and most durable in the 
world for little money. Prices again reduced, 
Seven jewels, $35; 11 jewels, $27.50; 15 jewels, $30, 
Same, adjusted to heat and cold, $34. Ladies’, 7 
Jeweled, $20; 11, $22; 15, $28; with giass inside cap, 
$3 less; Louis XIV. style, $3 more; all best Amerie 
can hunting Btem-winders; open face, gold cap, 
$8 less; open screw case, $5 less; all cases accom- 
panied by manufacturer's and my guarantee for 
20 years. Above movements in 3 ounce silver 
cases, $13. leas; 4 ounce, $12 less; 5 ounce, $10.50 ; 
and 6 ounce, $9 less. Ail guaranteed one year and 
sent prepaid, if on line of American Express 
oftice or per registered mail, subject to approval, 
and cash refunded if not satisfactory. 

WATCH WORK. .. 

Send me your watches to be repaired. Inclose 
$1 for cleaning ; springs, $1; jewels, $1, and I will 
return in perfect order prepaid. Best. spectacles 
or eyeglasses in the world, $1, prepaid in case. 
Send line finest print you can read 14 inches from 
eyes Without glasses. OTTO WETTISLEIN, 

_, Rochelle, Il. 

Agents wanted to sell my beautiful Freethought 
badge-pins and charms, and to send watch work 
in lots. Liberal discounts. 


.- 
IngeorsolUs'Eributes. 
REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper; 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: 

The Vision of War, 
The Grant Bauquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 

The price of these heretofore has been 75cts. We 
offer them at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; THE 
THREE FOR FORTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

28 Lafayette PL. New York. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. - 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Oloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
Tie Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


ROMANISM, 


DANGER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a (ood Citizen of 
thie Republic. 


By A. 3. GROVER. 


PRIOR, ` 40 CENTS. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
TRE STRUGGLE 


¥OR 


Vos od ra d ` à 

Re'igious and Foitioa) Liberty. 

In which the author showa tho repeated attempts 
Of men of every age to acquire greater political 
hnberty ; also vigorously attacks the very founda- 
tion of the religion of every age; dwelhug at 
length upon tne wrongs of freland, and, iu detail- 
ing the account of siuvery iu this country, calis 
the attention of thinking imon and women to the 
position of womankind in America, Throughout, 
the work is replete with astounding facts and 
weighty arguments which cannot fail to interest 
the minds of this age. y 

By THEO. C. SPENCUR. 
Cloth, 12mo., 138pp., price 75 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA, 


Published at Hammonton, N. J, Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; Jos, Burgher and 
F. L. srowne, Printera. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 
prige,the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generally 
to the practical solution of the problem of Integral 
Qo-operation. Prices $1 & your; 69 centa for six 
months, 95 canta for thron vinnie 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


85 Cents Each, 
Address TEE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


TRAVELS iN FAITH 
From Tradition to Reason. 


BY ROBERT J. ADAMS. 
Cloth. $1.25. For Hale at this Office 


FREBTHOUGH? :OVELS, 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radicalromauce. By Wm. McDonnell. 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day o 


Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance By 


Miss Susan H. Wixon, “The great charm of 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 
ect to find, ın such a marked degree, even 
rom 80 gifted a pen as tbat of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks." Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Outeast. A deep, finely written 
Radicalstory. From the London edition. By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 
80 cents, 
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Poetry. 


The Singing Sands. 


When down the length of Athabasca’s lake 
The north wind sweeps, 

The brown shore-shallows into singing break, 
A voice of music rises from the deeps. 


It is the singing 8vnds—the pebbled keys 
That from their caves 

Respond in faint and haunting melodies 
To the long touches of the fingering waves. 


Elf-tones that waken only when the wind 
Blows from the north; 
No sea breeze cool, no zephyr sweet as Ind, 
No breath of plain or hill can draw them forth. 


Thus life has singing sands that only sound 
To the cold wind of pain; 

Sweet airs of joy and peace in fragrant round, 
Search for the secret of the voice in vain. 


But when the north wind blows and high the seas 
Of suffering roll, 
From the deep waters come the melodies— 
The sands of patience singing in the soul. 
—Mary Leonard. 
——— 98 9———— — —— 


À Metaphor That Is Mixed. 


To rag Eprrog or Tas TRUTH SEEKER, Sir : 
- In the story entitled ‘‘ Robbed Him of His 
Crutches,” which originally appeared in the 
Religious Intelligencer, the following words 
are attributed to the late Mr. Beecher (see 
TRUTH SEEKER, Oct. 8, 1887) in his alleged 
conversation with Colonel Iugersoll : 

The human soul is lame, but Christianity givs it 
crutches to enable it to pass the highway of life. 
It is your teaching that knocks these crutches 


from under it, and leaves it a helpless and rudder- 
less wreck in the slough of despond. 


This is one of the most remarkbale meta- 
phors it was ever my luck to meet. It be- 
gins with a human soul and ends with.a rud- 
derless wreck. But let us trace the evolution 
backward. We hav, then, in a slough of 
despond, a wreck that is rudderless and help- 
less on account of having had its crutches 
knocked out from under it by Colonel Inger- 
soll’s teaching. Previously the wreck was & 
ship on the highway of life, which its crutches, 
given it by Christianity, enabled it to pass as 
a lame human soul. 

Let us next, by a broad grasp, take in the 
whole meaning of the accusation against 
Ingersoll. Putting the first and last parts to- 
gether we find that by the generosity of 
Christianity a lamé human soul is a ship on 
crutches, but provided with & rudder; and 
we are presumably to suppose that thus 
equipped it sails gaily.along on the highway 
of life, successfully avoiding the slough of 
despond. The spectacle of a ship sailing on 
the highway is, of course, familiar to all parts 
of the world, civilized and barbarous. But 
while we are admiring the sight of a ship on 
crutches working up to windward, and tack- 
ing acress the street by means of its rudder 
and crutches, along comes the piratical In- 
gersoll and knocks away the crutches of the 
ship. And I would call upon you, Mr. 
Editor, as a yachtsman, to picture, if you 
can, the distress of a ship whose crutches 
hav been knocked away by the teachings of 
Infidelity. 

Then another consideration: According to 
the figure, there must be some connection, a 
lanyard perhaps, fastening the crutches and 
the rudder together, since knocking away the 
crutches leaves the wreck rudderless, and 
therefore helpless on the billowy and tem- 
pestuous highway. At the same time this 
pernicious teaching transfers the wreck from 
a highway to a slough, where it (that is to 
say, the lame human soul), erstwhile a cripple 
on crutches sailing up the highway, happy in 
the possession of a divinely-bestowed rudder, 
now lies a helpless wreck as aforesaid. 

The figure, you see, presents surpassing, 
not to say incomprehensible, beauties which- 
ever way you turn it; and, after viewing 
them, I am quite prepared to believe that 
Ingersoll was silent, and that the company 
took their hats and parted. As a close reader 
of the colonel’s works, I am also qualified to 
testify that the man who ‘constructed this 
metaphor is more thau Ingersoll’s master in 
powers of illustration. Nowhere in the colo- 
nel’s writings do I find anything like it. The 
question of its authorship is altogether over- 
shadowed by its kaleidoscopic beauties, which 
my feeble commentaries can in nowise fully 
develop. Q. E. MAO0DONALD. 


The Curious Gift of the Whang- 
doodle. 
Williston Fish in Puck. 

Since the magnificent, cat-like spring taken 
by the science of natural history on the pub- 
lication of Goldsmith’s ‘‘ Auimated Nature,” 
progress iu that study has been comparativly 
slow. It is said of Goldsmith that so deeply 
did he investigate his subject, so philosoph- 


ically befogged did he become, that, in the 
end, he either would not undertake to say, or 
even did not know, in which direction the 
hock joint of a horse turns; but since his day 
it is only German scholars and Concord phi- 
losophers who pretend to arrive at this com- 
prehensiv breadth of horizon; and it may. be 
taken as practically a fact that not until now, 
when I seize the pupil pen to set down the 
subtler peculiarities of the animal whose 
name heads this monograph, does natural 
history again become a progressiv science. 
'This may seem a trifle overweening, but the 
present is my second monograph, and I am 
already posing as a tireless investigator and 
a fearless blowhard. 

The whangdeodle has for a abitat all that 
country where he is most frequently met by 
the hardy and intrepid hunter, but it is a 
strange coincidence that he is found, or at 
least spoken of, only in those regions where 
chestnuts flourish. The name whangdoodle 
is derived from whang, a whang, and doodle 
or doddle (Fr. duder, Sp. duda, It. dughliera), 
a small dude. The same word may be traced 
in the Sanscrit wmastra. Compare Finnish 
k-ruin, Danish yg. 

In size the whangdoodle is too well known 
to need description. His weight is propor- 
tionate to his size. His pabulum consists of 
food of various sorts, which he takes by 
means of a curious apparatus evidently de- 
Signed for the express purpose. 

But the chief peculiarity of the whang- 
doodle is his ability to melt the human heart 
with the expression of his grief. The whang- 
doodle is generally of a gay and volatil dis- 
position; but we know that it is sometimes 
the lightest heart that makes the heaviest 
mourning. The poignant griefs of the 
whangdoodle time alone cannot assuage ; and 
it is on this account that nature has be- 
stowed upon the animal exceptional powers 
of lamentation; the idea being that when 
sorrow falls into his light heart the*whang- 
doodle will mourn, and that when he mourns 
somebody will come up with a club and kill 
him. It is à beautiful instance of the perfect 
adaptation by nature of means to ends, that 
somebody generally comes. 

The only imitation of the whaugdoodle's 
aggressiv dolor is that rendered by Anthony 
Comeskulk in weeping over the profligacy of 
mankind. Once when Comeskulk’s friends 
heard him weep, it occurred to them—like an 
inspiration—to put him up against the 
whangdoodle on a mourning match. The 
preliminaries were arranged, an expert ref- 
eree -was appointed, and the contestants, 
coming on the ground, were stationed be- 
hind screens out of sight of the umpire. 
They then exercised their gifts. It is said to 
hav been the saddest moment in the history 
of our country. When the wails had ceased, 
the referee controled his emotion as far as he 
was able, and, pointing to the screen behind 
which stood the whangdoodle, remarked : 
*Indubitably behind that screen is a whang- 
doodle mourning for its first-born; but be- 
hind that one—oh, boo, hoo-hoo—is a whang 
doodle mourning for twins !” . 

So Comeskulk was awarded the prize, 
which consisted of the works of Rabelais for 
himself, and a government order on all book- 
sellers to sell nothing but expurgated editions 
of Little Red Riding flood to everybody else. 

———— 9 9— —————- 


Lucy and Me. 


To THE EDITOR oF TAE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: 
As no one volunteers the information which 
Mr. Wm. E. Renwick seeks regarding the 
authorship of the verses printed in your issue 
of October 1st, I will say that they appear in 
the edition of Moore's poems published by 
Collier, New York, 1879. Mr. Renwick has 
the second and third stanzas transposed, and 
there are also a few verbal variations, such as 
might be looked for in lines quoted from 
memory. His version also introduces a cer- 
tain Lucy unknown to Mr. Moore. Probably 
some young man, in whom communion with 
Lucy had produced that mild form of lunacy 
known as the tender passion, adapted the 
poem to the occasion, which was a proper 
thing to do beyond all question. No doubt 
you hav done the same thing yourself. I 
append the original. G. M. 

THEY MAY BAIL AT THIS LIFE. 
They may rail at this life—from the hour I began it 

I've found it a life full of kindness and bliss; 
And until they can show me some happier p!anet, 

More social and bright, I’ll content me with this. 
As long as the world has such lips and such eyes 

As before me this moment enraptured I see, 
They mar say what they will of their orbs in the 

+ 

But this earth is the planet for you, love, and 

me. 


In Mercury’s star, where each moment can bring 
them : 


New sunshine and wit 


high . 
Though the nymphs may hav livelier poets to sing 
them. 
They've "none, even there, more enamoured 


than I. g 
And as long as this harp can be wakened to love, 
And that eye its divine inspiration shall be,. 
They may talk as they will of the Edens above, 
But this is the planet for you, love, and me. 


In that star of the west, by whose shadowy splendor 
At twilight so often we've roamed through the 
dew, è 
There are maidens, perhaps, who hav bosoms as 
tender, : . 
And look, in their twilights, as lovely as you; 
But though they were even more bright than the 
queen 
Of that isle they inhabit in heaven’s blue sea, 
As I never those fair young celestials hav seen, 
Why—this earth is the planet for you: love, and 
me. 


As for those chilly orbs on the verge of creation, ' 
Where sunshine and smiles must be equally rare, 
Did they want & supply of cold hearts for that sta- 
tion, 
Heaven knows we hav plenty on earth we could 
spare. 
Oh, think what a world we should hav of it here 
If the haters of peace, of affection, and glee 
Were to fly up to Saturn’s comfortless sphere, 
And leave earth to such spirits as you, love, and 


me. 
—— e 


Obituary. 


Died, on Saturday, September 24th, at Dah- 
lonega, at the residence of his son, Mr. 
Lory D. Miller, John W. Miller, in the 89th 
year of his age. 


John W. Miller was born at Uniontown, 
Pa., March 28, 1798, removed . to Ohio in 
1812, was married to Miss Catherine Ford in 
Ohio about fifty-three years ago, and removed 
to Iowa, in the viciuity of Sigourney, in 1886. 
He lived in Sigourney until 1883, when he 
and his wife, who still survives him, removed 
to the residence of their son, where his death 
took placeas related. He was made a Mason 
about fifty years ago, and will be buried by 
that order at Sigourney to-day. 

He was the father of seven children—six 
sons and one daughter. Three of these sons 
volunteered in the army during the Rebellion. 
One of these was killed in action; another 
died from disease; another, D. T. Miller, the 
well-known lawyer of this city, survived the 
conflict and ministered to the last wants of 
his aged parent. Another son is O. L. Mil- 
ler, principal of the Business College. Still 
another son, W. S., livs in Sigourney; the 
daughter, Hannah Harris, is, with her hus- 
band, residing in Nebraska. 

The venerable old pioneer whose death we 
thus announce was remarkably well pre- 
Served, and retained his mental faculties to 
the last. He was an old-time Abolitionist, 
and was very conscientious in not only that 
belief but in everything else that be pro- 
fessed. He was Liberal in his religious 
views, and acted to the principles of the 
Golden Rule through all the years of his long 
and industrions life. 
bor, an indulgent father, and a kind husband, 
and goes down to the grave with the respect 
and affection of all who knew him. His end 
was peaceful; life went out.tranquil and un- 
troubled as the sleep of an infant; folding his 
arms across his breast, his spirit left the 
worn-out frame which had so well served its 
purpose.— Ottumwa, Ia., Democrat. 

eor 


Books. 


THE STRUGGLE FOR RELIGIOUS AND POLITIOAL 
Liszrty. By Theo. C. Spencer. New 
York: The Truth Seeker Publishing Co., 
28 Lafayette Place. Price 75 cents. 


The above is the title of a handsome vol- 
ume, bound in muslin, of 140 pages. It isa 
book rich in information; its style is lucid 
yet condensed, and the subjects discussed 
handled with that candor which impresses 
the reader with the honesty and fairness of 
the author. The work is in a great measure 
historical, and we know not where so much 
information on the same subjects can be ob- 
tained in & single volume. The book, for 
this reason, is equally valuable whether one 
agrees with the author in his conclusions or 
not. The chapter headings are as follows: 
‘Introductory; The Beginning; The Pagans 
and Jews; The Church of Rome; Mormon- 
ism; Mohammedanism; Dogmatism; Martin 
Luther aud John Calyin; The Godhead; Per- 
secutions of the Early Christians; Chris- 
tians Persecute Christians; The Wrongs of Ire- 
land; Huguenots Persecute Catholics; Cath- 
olics Persecute Huguenots; The Puritans; 
The Pilgrims; The Revolution; The Church 
of England; Protestant Churches of America ; 
Slavery; The Cause Found.” These head- 
ings giv à good idea of the contents. The 


‘style of the author is pleasing, and every page 


interesting. Few persons who start to read 


* 


He was a good neigh- | 


from the fountain on | it will lay the volume down until it is fin. 


ished.—Denison, Texas, Sunday Gazetteer, 


Theo. C. Spencer has recently published a 
book that should be found in the home of 
every citizen. It is called, ‘‘ The Struggle 
for Religious and Political Liberty,” and is 
one of the best commentaries on the history 
of the human race that we hav ever read. 
Whoever may disagree with the views of Mr. 
Spencer, it will be generally acknowledged 
that he argues by the rule of reason from the 
basis of truth.—Home Advocate, Mapleton, 
Towa. i i 


L. K. Washbura’s Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 


regulating human conduct on the Sabbath is 
an impertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Chris- 


tian Church. “The Thirty-nine 
Articles of the Christian church are thirty. 
nine poor, broken-down opinions.” 10 cents, 


The Foolishness of Prayer. “Think 
of a minister’s praying God to kill grasshop- 
pers, or trying to induce the Deity to under- 
take a crusade of one against the Colorado 
beetle !” Price, 10 cents. 


Spiritualism: Is Ita Faith or a Fact? 


Price, 5 cents. 


Do You Love Jesus? Price, 5 cents. 


America’s Debt to Thomas Paine. 


Price, 5 cents. 
Is Liberalism Moral? Price, 5 cents, 
A Holy Superstition. Price, 5 cents. 
The Workingmau's Religion. 5 cts. 
Temperance and the Bible. 5'cents. 
Free Religion ; or, the Religious De- 


mand of To-day. Price,5 cents, 


The Brute God of the Old Testament. 


Price, 5 cents. 

The Resurrection of Jesus Not 
Proved. Price, 5 cents. 

The Pub!ic Schoo's and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


Our Flag Above the Cross. 


This device is for 
Paper and envel- 
opes for Secular 
Unions and others, 


PRICES: 
Half-note, b’kink, 
^ per quire, . .18 
Envelopes, black 
ink, per pack, .18 
Paper or envelopes 
with local ad- 
dress, 1,000, $6.00 
Half-note; 4 colors, 


per quire, . .25 
Envelopes,4 colors, 
per pack, ©. .25 


Paper or envelopes 
4 colors, with }o- 
cal address, per 
1,000, . . $10.00 

Address 


The Truth Seeker. 


COPYRIGHTED. 


Any profit from sales will be devoted to the free 
distribution of Liberal literature. 


Mottoes for Freethinkers. 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the '* God-bless-our- 
home? placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses. They are printed on he&vy card- 
board, 9 inches by 221-2. The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 
readings: 


i THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTROL : 
THE WORLD. H 


Messsssossssssesossutenososonssssoos DP 
$emsessssssssssusesenossssessossossocsossero DPI 
. 


: FREE THOUGHT WILL GIV US TRUTH. 


REASON I8 THE LAMP OF THE MIND. 


: THE TIME TO BE HAPPY I8 NOW. : 
! AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE.  : 


NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY} 
TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. : 

The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. 
For Freethought societies there is a large card 
22 x 15 inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies, Price, 30 
cents. Any of these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


OALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
OANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, On. 
COLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
i KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 


B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). 
MASSAOHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MICHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
S. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
.Chas. Sach, 188 S. Division St., Grand Rapids. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 
Phillip Roeder, 322 Olive st., St. Louis. 
E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 
Lang & Co., 709 Olive st., St: Louis. 
NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
H. Adler, cor. Essex & Grand sts., New York. 
: . OHIO. 

N. Hexter, 303 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. 

B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spriug Garden st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 2,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
TENNESSEE. 
Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
TEXAS, à 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 
' UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
` W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
- John A. Jost, Ogden. . 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 


ENGLAND. | 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 


London. i 


Robt. G. InzersolUs 
OPENING SPERCH TO THE JURY 


jn the auit of the 
Bankers’ and Merchants’ 
graph Company 
: against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 


So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that Tam TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


Tele- 


WW _ GATIA RY 
RRS X "DU GIB 
oR, 


The Church of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its’ succgss. 
Uncle Job Sawyer,.the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while'the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


For gale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


Fathers of Our Republic, 
Paine, Jefferson, Washington, 
Franklin. 

A LECTURE delivered before the Tenth Aanual 
Congress of the American Secular Union, 


in Chickering Hall New York 
November 18, 1886. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 


Price 15 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


IS THE COD OF ISRAEL 
THE TRUE COD? 


The Narrativ of the Five Books of Moses, 
Joshua, and Judges, and the 
New Testament. ; 


By Israel W. Groh. 


Price 25 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO 


site 
GRAND, UPRIGHT 
Unrivaled in Tone, | 


Ao ! 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 


hammer Logic unsurpassed:”  8vo., 888pp., 
silk cloth, $3. 


Deity Analyzed and the Devil’s De- 
fense. A thorough analysis of the 


claims for the existence of the Bible deity, and 
an examination in verse of the charges gener- 
ally brought against his Satanic majesty. 


12mo, 466pp,, $1.50. 
Spiritualism Sustained. This work 


goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 22mo, 245pp., $1. p 


Infidel Death Beds. 
By 8. W: FOOTE. 
Price, - - - - 2% cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


HOW TO STRENCTHEN 
THE MEMORY; : 
OR, 
Natural and Scientific Methods of 
Never Forgetting. 
By M. L. HOLBROOK, M.D. 
12mo, 160 pp., -> = = = $1.00 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 
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Calendar for 1887, - - 
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Freethought Abroad, - 


The Right to Testify. By 


Putnam, .- - 2 


[E cà Fa sss 
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o 


Z 
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FACTORY & WAREROOMS, 


°. I 
Cor. 87th 3 SO Third AN 


Truth Seeker Annual 


dfrecthinkens’ Almanac, 
|. (e 1887. 


(E. M. 287) 


+ WITH + ILLUSTRATIONS. + 


= COITTIENTIS. 


Freethought in the United States, 1886, - 
Liberty. Address by Grover Cleveland, 
The Coming Dawn. By D. Louis Bodge, 


Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the 
States and Territories of the United States, 


The American Secular Union. 

The Parson. A Story. By Si Slokum, 
-—— 
NEW YORK: 


a; PUBLISHED AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFIC, 


28 LAFAYETTE PLACE. 


VEZE ot o> 


PAND SQUARE. 


Touch and Workmanship. 


E) 
e»? 
New York. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Egact Ratios in Its 
: Aequirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS, 


Price, Cloth, E $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
° 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER 


DEATH IMPROBABLE. 
By L. R. SMITH. 
Pamphlet, 32pp., 12mo, - Price, 10 cents. 
Published and for sale by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


|THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
. Secretary of the American Secular Union. 


Price 10 cents, 
Address Tug TRUTH SEEKER OomPany. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, it is now known to be the work of W, 
| H. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents. More 


than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
For sale at this office. Mes i E 


il 


F. M. Holland, 
By Samuel P. 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 P.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Beeker publications always on hand at cheap rate 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Ear 


-of Essex and his bride, A.D. 1590. By Wm. HENRY 


BURR. Price.25 cents. For sale at this office, 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli. 
eal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


“ The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, oo Six copies for 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Grea 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more suck 
flaming arguments . . . will not leave num- 
bers at & loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa 
ration." g 

Price, 35 cents. 


For either of these works or any of Paine' 
writings, Address THE RUTH SEEKER. 


VOLT AIRES ROMANCES, 


CONTENTS : 
* The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.— Zadig 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princes; 


of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowus. The 
Huron ; or, the 


16 Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas.— 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the White 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid paper. With 67 
engravings. Price, cloth, beveled boards, $1.50; pa- 
per covers, $1. calf or half morocco, marbled 
edges, $4.00. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE DAWNING, 


A NOVEL. 


* Oh, heaven! Apollo is once more among the 
herdsmen of Admetus, and the herdsmen know 
not it is the Sun-god !" 


An octavo volume of nearly 400 pages, bound 
cloth. Price; $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Co, 
38 Lafayette Place, New York 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 


From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION. 
Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


WORKS OF 0. B. WHITFORD, M.D, f 
Christianity a Reward for Crime. 


Authenticated by the Bible. 
Paper, 12mo, 29 pages, . - 5 


106. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 
Paper, 12mo, 47 pages, - Ss se 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 25c. _ 


150 


A Masonic Vindication of Right. 
A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 86 pages, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America, 


BY A CAPITALIST. 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime, It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remedy; the author thinks. is in communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it will be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. 


Paper,50c; cioth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


bo, 


OR, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


BY 
H. J. SEIGNEURET, 
Secularist. 
Price, - - - . 10 cents. 
HISTORY 
OF THE 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 


Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 
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Hews af the Week. | 


Tue fifth inspector has been given to the 
Henry George party. 


Tas syndicate owning the Scotch cutter 
Thistle now offer her for sale for $35,000. 
The price before the race was $50,000. 


Presipenr and Mrs. 


THE ORUBR OF CREATION. 


Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, 
Linton, Revilie. .- 

On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
. OONTENTS: : 

I. Dawn of Oreation and of Worship. By Hon. 
. E. Gladstone, : i 

II. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 

: preters of Nature. By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 


Ii. Postuoript to Solar Myths. By Prof. Max! 
a 


er. 
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IY. Proem 
- D By Hon r S 
= of Creation. 
pot By Albert Reville, D.D. 


ladstone. 


VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. By 
Huxley. . . 
`| VII. A Protest anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- j 
on 


This is a new book and contains the latest discus- 
Moses. The names of the 
participants are a guarantee of its able character. 


sion on the mistakes of 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


TRUTH SEEKER CQ. 
THE 98 Lafayette Pl.New York. 


to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. | 


(0 (uns of Thonght. 


Prof, T. H. | ` 


An Answer to Mr. Glad- 


Wire all the ability claimed for a tutelar deity 
who made an attempt to conduct a country of his 


' own special selection, containing less than 5,000 
ieqnare miles—about ,one.twelfth the size of the 


state of New York--lie seems to hav done nothing 
toward instructing the people he was so partial to 
about road-making ; neither did the great lights 
and teachers hav any more conception of a mac- 
os ONE adamized carriage-road 


1 than’a Bedouin Arab has 


Cleveland spent last Sun- 
day with Mr. Vilas iu 
Madison, Ind. They did 
not attend church. 


Tex Rev. Dr. Crosby 
says that drunkards 
should be treated as 
criminals, and that liquor 
should be stamped out 
gradually by raising the 
license. 


Dents Kearsney is in 
New York. He says the 
cure for all our industrial 
evils is the exclusion of 
Chinese, beside which 
Mr. George’s doctrins are 
quite unimportant. 


AN iceman was ar- 
rested in this city for 
hreaking the Sabbath 
last Sunday by selling 
ice. The judge dis- 
charged him. Twomen 
arrested for selling a pair 
of shoes and a pair of 
slippers were held to 
bail Another merchant 
sold a collar worth four- 
teen cents and was fined. 


: QUITE a number of 
New York women hav 
expressed their deterini- 
nation to vote in next 
month's election. Those 
desiring information as 
to the proper methods to adopt are invited to 
visit the rooms of the suffrage committee, 80 
East Fourteenth street. 


“Tae police made 67 arrests in this city last 
Sunday for violation of the liquor law. 
Nearly every saloon in New York now keeps 
its side door open on Sunday. . 


Henry Ggorce and Mr. Schevitcb, editor 
of the daily Leader and head of the Progressiv 
Labor party, hav agreed to debute their dif- 
ferences from a public platform October 16th. 


A. SENBATIONAL divorce case in Baltimore 
bids fair to involve a priest, a theologian, 
two journalists, and many prominent busi- 
ness men. The principals are Mr. and Mrs. 
Bottomer. 


Tux female employees in a large cigar fac- 
tory in Madrid, Spain; struck against a reduc- 
tion of wages last week and locked out their 
employers. 'They were given their old pay 
and set at work again. 


Tne police broke up a mass-meeting of the 
Progressiv Labor party at Union Square, 
this city, last Saturday night, and some fifty 
persons were clubbed. The assault of the 
police was totally unprovoked. 


Tux Boston yacht Volunteer, having come 
.to New York and saved the cup, returned 
home last week. * The owner, the designer, 
and the captain were given a reception in 
Faneuil Hall, and there was great rejoicing. 


GgonaE Franots Train has been delivering 
speeches lately about the Chicago Anarchists. 
His last one, in which he predicted dire 
calamity to the nation, was made October 
5th, when he bade farewell to his audience, 
telling them he should never appear in public 
again. 

Tar authorities hav stopped the lotteries 
and grab-bags at Henry George's Anti-Pov- 
erty fair, and William 'T. Croasdale, the 
manager, is held to bail. The lotteries are 
similar to those adopted at church fairs, and 
Mr. Croasdale declares that if he is convicted 
there will.be no more church fairs in New 
York. 

Tux hearing in the case of Editor O'Brien, 
of United Ireland, prosecuted for publishing 
meetings of suppressed branches of the 
National League, was adjourned until the 
case of Lord Mayor Sullivan, who controls a 
newspaper, and who had been guilty of the 
same offense, could be settled. 'The matter 
having since been decided in favor of Mr. 
Sullivan, O'Brien's prosecution will probably 
be dropped. 


And Isaac gave up the ghost, and died, and was g 
Esau and Jacob buried him.—Gen. xxxv, 29 


to-day.—D. M. Bennett, 


Porznx can build new 
chapels; welcome to do 80, 


to all lengths. Popery can- 


not come back, any more 
than paganism can, which 
also lingers in some coun- 
tries! But, indeed; it is 
with these things, as with 
the ebbing of the sea; you 
look at the waves thus oscil- 
lating hither and thither 
on the beach; for minutes 
you cannot tell how it is 
going ; look in half an hour 
where it is; look in half a 
century where your pope- 
hood is, Alas ! would there 
were no greater danger to 
our Europe than the poor 

., old. pope's revival-Car- 
tyle. ] 

Fry to the desert. Though 
your wife put her. arms 
about your neck, tear her 
hands away. She is a temp- 
tation of the devil, Though 
your father and mother 
throw their bodies athwart 
your threshold, step over 
them ; though your children 
pursue you with weeping 
eyes, beseeching you to re- 
turn, listen not; it is a 
temptation of the evil one. 
Fly to the desert and save 


your soul.—st, Augustine 
(St. Augustine, the greatest 


ot the Roman fathers, 


stamped bis own type of 


BURIAL OF ISAAC. 


Odds and Ends. 


“Waar is an epistle?” asked a Sunday-school 
teacher of her class, * The wife of an apostle,” 
replied the young hopeful. 


“ Mamma, will heaven be just like church all the 
time?" “I hope so, dear," said her mother, 
* Well, I sha’n’t say my prayers any more; Pa 
rather go to the other place." 


* Now," said & Walnut street Sunday-school 
teacher, ** our lesson to-day is about the battle be- 
tween David and Goliath, Why did they fight?” 
Little Towhead: “For the gate receipts and 
points,” 


* Ma, do pugs go to heaven, like good little boys 
do, when they die?” ‘*No, Johnnie; why do you 
ask such a silly question?” ‘* Well, I was wonder- 
ing whether Jip was always going to hav the best 
of me.” ë 


“O my friends, there are some spectacles that 
a person never forgets!” said a lecturer, after 
giving a graphic description of a terrible accident 
that he had witnessed. ‘‘I’d like to know where 
they sell 'em," remarked an old lady in the audi- 
ence who i8 always mislaying her glasses. 


Lasr Sunday a clergyman in Hartford, Conn., 
was speaking to children regarding the benefits 
of a temperate life. ‘* Why,” said he, “the strong- 
est man that ever lived never tasted liquor. Who 
can tell me the name of the strongest man? 
“John L. Sullivan,” came instantly from a little 
reion in the infant department of the Sunday- 
school, 


“Come on. What are you waiting for?” in- 
quired one little boy of another. * Mamma won't 
let me go.” **She won't? My mamma lets me go 
most everywhere, Yours is awful strict, ain't 
she?” ‘ Yes; she used to be the principal of a 
seminary.” *'*Was. she?" “Yes. I guess pop 
didn’t think about the trouble he was makin’ for 
me when he married a school teacher.” 


A Tramp printer fell into the hands of the St, 
Paul police, who took him to court, ‘I'm sorry, 
Bill,” said the judge. “I’ve let you go a good 
many times, but I think that this time I'll hav to 
put you to work on the stone pile for about thirty 
days." “Alright, judge," responded Bill; “you've 
got everything in your own hands, and can do as 
you please; but I'll tell you right now that I'm no 
geologist, although a student of nature." 


À SMALL boy not far from Boston was thé other 
day guiity of some outrageous mischief, which he 
performed alone in a closed room, but which was 
quickly brought to his door. When his mother 
remonstrated with the youth, he met her reproof 
by the bold assertion: **You didn’t see me do it!” 
“No,” she rephed solemnly, “but God did.” 
“Well,” the urchin retorted with an air of con- 
temptuous superiority, *I guess God ain't going 
round giving away all he sees in this house.” . 


Deacon BLANK: “How de do! I saw you at 
Deacon Goode’s lecture last night." House 
Agent: “Yes; stirring lecture, wasn’t it? The 
way he went for those women of fashion with no 
children was a caution." “Yes, he said every one 
of them ought to be locked up as criminais. By 


athered unto his people, being old and full of days, and his sons d 


You hav the renting of it and I would like to lease 
itfor a year.” '*Can't let you hav it. Deacon 
Goode will only let the house to families with- 
out children." 
IT IS ALL OVER. 

No more along the silvery sands they stray 
When starry night succeeds the golden day, 
And Dian, with serene, unblushing face, 
Glides calmly from Poseidon’s fond embrace ; 
No more they linger on the pebbled strànd, 
And make believe to listen to the band 
Discoursing airs from Sullivan and Strauss, 
Jhe nights grow cold, they spend them in the 

house. 
And do they miss the beach, the pleasant walk? 
Not by & very much extended chalk ! 


A Tourist of world-wide experience puts forth 
ihe theory that the climate of California fosters 
mendacity, irreverence, and meretricious morals. 
He holds that the habit of sin in that state is not 
so much a matter of diseased conscience as of 
atmospheric pressure and sinister influences of 
weather. They hav practically no winter there, 
and so *‘ miss the best means of keeping alive a 
realization'of the presence of a higher and an 
overruling power, which péople living in. a sterner 
climate can so easily comprehend.” The skies are 
so soft and the temperature so pleasant that men 
are led to think lightly of serious things, to forget 
how to cultivate the virtues, 


Lonpon Truth informs its readers that “the 
Minnesota legislature was recently opened with 
an extempore prayer, composed by a reverend 
member, from which the following is an extract: 
‘And now, dear Lord, bless the reporters, whose 
nimble pens catch every word almost before it is 
uttered. Like thyself, they are omnipresent, and 
almost omnipotent. If we take the wings of the 
morning and fly to the uttermost parts of the 
earth they are there. They meet us in the 
jungies of Africa, they waylay us in the solitary 
canyons of Colorado, and when at length we find 
the latitude of the magnetic pole behold they are 
there. May their light and goodness be equal to 
their power, and in the general assembly of heaven 
let no reporter be excluded.’” » 

ON THE WRONG TACK. 
With her thumb on a black-headed tack, 
With a hammer upraised in her hand, 
Taking aim to obtain a good whack, 
A woman sits smiling and bland; 
A woman sits smiling and bland, 
Sits on the half-carpeted floor, 
Where tacks lie like shells on the strand, 
Unnumbered and thirsty for gore. 


With a yell that might make negroes pale, 
With a leap which a goat can’t surpass, 
With a mangled and bleeding thumb-nail, ~ 

She falls in a chair, a limp mass; 
She falls in a chair a limp mass, 

And gronns till the pain flees away— 
A beautiful emblem, alas ! 
Of energy sadly astray. 


LIFE. 
A PROSE POEM. 


By R. Q. INGERSOLL. 
Printed in colors on board, beveled edges. 


the way, one of Deacon Goode’s houses is empty. Price 50 cents, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


mind and character on the 
{ Christian church so deeply 
that he influences thought 
to this day almost às de- 
cidedly as does St. Paul, 
&nd certainly more than 
- their professed master, 
Jesus, He borrowed the detestable doctrin given 
in the above extract from the gospels, but, for 
myself, I dare be known to prefer the gospel of St. 
Ingersoll, when he says; ** While I liv, I purpose to 
stand by the jolks.” Augustine is a standing 
proof of the truth of the saying, “ The greater the 
sinner the greater the saint." He was both.a 
bigot and a fanatic of the firat water, but his 
works are still worth studying.—Hyta«x.J 


To what end is the clogging religion by multipli- 
cation of ceremonies and formalities, but to 
amuse the people and maiatain in them a blind 
reverence toward the interpreters of the dark 
mysteries couched ia them; and by seeming to 
encourage an exterior show of piety (or form of: 
godliness) to gain reputation and advantage 
whereby they may oppress the exterior virtues and 
reality of it, as the rcribes and pharisees did; 
though with less design? Why is the veneration 
of images and relics, the credence of miracles and 
legends, the undertaking of pilgrimages to Rome 
and other places more holy. than ordinary, sprink- 
lings of holy water, consecrations of baubles (with 
innumerable foppish knacks and trinkets), so 
cherished, but to keep the people in a slavish 
credulity and dotage, apt to be led by them 
whither they please by any sleeveless pretense, and, 
in the meanwhile, to prick various gaius from 
them by such trade?—On the Popes Supremacy, by 
Dr. Isaac Barrow (1630-1677). 


EVERYWHERE, the new thought is at work, cre- 
ating the religious belief of the future—a belief 
whicb, when it shall come, will be the most prac- 
tical of beliefs, lifting the human mind into asurer 
and serener trust, laying upon ‘the human con- 
science a more effectiv sense of responsibility for 


| the world’s welfare, summoning states to a finer 


justice, trade to a stricter honesty, and welding 
society to a more genuin brotherhood.—W. J. 
Potter, , 


We can imagin the havoc that would hav been 
made inthe statements and arguments of Jesus 
had Socrates mét him face to face, and subjected 
him to his testing method, How ill would his 
loose, popular notions hav borne a close examina- 
tion of their foundations; how easily would his 
dogmatic assertions hav been exposed in all their 
naked presumption [Let him that hath ears to 
hear, hear!] by a few simple questions; how 
quickly would his careless reasoning [hear, hear] 
hav been shattered by the dialectic art which 
would hav forced him to exhibit its fallacies him. 
Self before the assembled audience! But there 
was no one competent to the task, and when his op. 
ponents attempted to perplex him by what they 
thought awkward questions, he was able to bafle 
them, without much trouble, by his superior skill, 
—Amoberiey. ; 


My days among the dead are passed; 
Around me I behold, 

Where'er these casual eyes are cast, 
The mighty minds of old; 

My never-failing friends are they 

With whom I converse night and day. 


With them I take delight in’ weal, 
And seek relief 1n woe; 
And while I understand and feel 
How much to them I owe, 
My cheeks hav often been bedewed 
With tears of thoughttul gratitude. 
: —Southey’s Library, 
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dotes and Clippings. 


LzaoB, the Sunday.school superintendent: 


who clipped the beard of Revivalist Mnason 
at Park Ridge, N. J., and drove him out of 
town, was fined $1,000 by the court. 


Hx had evidently studied history. She: 
** Freddie, how often hav I told you not to 
play with your soldiers on Sunday?” He: 
“Yes; but, mamma, this is a religious war.” 
—Aecident News. 


Tux debate between Sergius E. Schevitch, 
leader of the Progressiv Labor party, and 
Henry George; of the United Labor party, 
wil take place somewhere in this city on 


. Sunday evening, October 23d. 


Tur Rev. W. T. Davis, who preached on 
Boston Common without a license, was last 
week fined $50 and costs on each of four 
complaints. In default of $200, which Mr. 
Davis is unable to pay, he must go to jail for 
one year. 

Tue Sun wants to know what in the world 
the ladies of the Women's Christian Temper- 
ance Union of Pittsburgh meant when they 
greeted Mrs. Cleveland with the words of 
Jehovah to Abraham: ‘‘In thee shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed !” 


Some wicked young Boston men met in 
their club house the other evening to play 
poker, and one of their number suggested 
that the winnings be given to a man who re- 
cently had been arrested in the North End for 
stealing cabbages for his starving family. 
This was agreed to, and at the close of the 
game the winners took a carriage, hunted up 
the cabbage thief'S home, and made his 


family happy with a very respectable sum of 
money. 


Do nine-tenths of the Philadelphia girls 
smoke cigarets? At the recent convention 
in that city of the County Woman's Temper- 
ance Union, Mrs. Bissed, the superintendent, 
is reported to hav said that she knows girl 
members of church who smoke, and is in- 
formed that nine-tenths of the girls puff the 
weed. 


In a recent issue we chronicled the impor- 
tation from England, under contract, of the 
Rev. E. Walpole Warren by the church of 
the Holy Trinity of this city. The fine for 
importing laborers under contract is $1,000, 
and United States District Attorney Walker 
will bring suit to recover that amount from 
the church. 


Waen the Roman Catholic members of the 
House of Deputies of Chili offered a resolu- 
tion by which Chili was to giv the pope 
$20,000 in gold on the occasion of his jubilee, 
the majority of the members howled with 
derision, and Jaughed the proposition out of 
the chamber. "They said they were surprised 
and pained that the Catholic members took 
them for such fools. 


Taux National Grand {Lodge of the Junior 
American Protestant Association in session at 
Reading,Pa.,adopted resolutions condemning 
the action of the Pittsburgh school board in 
electing a Catholic priest as principal of the 
Monongahela public school, and declared 
that **the Catholic church is secretly and in- 
sidiously at work establishing herself in our 
midst for the destruction of that most glorious 
privilege, liberty of conscience, which to pre- 
serve inviolate should be the purpose of Prot- 


estant citizenship and Protestant Chris- 
tianity.” 

A Sioux Crry paper declares that the Sal- 
vation Army there has set apart one night in 
each week for the offering of prayer for the 
salvation of the numerous people in that city 
who are living as man and wife without ever 
having been married. Evidently facts are 
not suppressed so much in Sioux City as in 
some parts of the country. 


A Monrreat, Can., priest, whose last name 
is Ditcasson, was sentenced at the last session 
of the Court of the Queen’s Bench to twenty- 
three months’ imprisonment and to receive 
twenty lashes for outraging a young girl. 
The flogging, administered on the 18th inst., 
was & mere burlesque, and at the end the 
reverend rascal thanked the whipper for his 
tenderness. 


Justus Somwas, the prominent New York 
Communist, has just returned from a visit to 
his father in Germany. He says that he 
drank a bottle of wine with the chief of 
police at Frankfort-on-the-Main. If the officer 
had known who his guest was he would hav 
arrested him, as Schwab is a deserter from the 
German army, and is wanted by the authori- 
ties for circulating incendiary literature. 


Jonn Brient, writing to a Canada man on 
the temperance question, says: “‘The whole 
question and its solution must depend on 
public opinion, which may agree to restric- 
tions which are important, but will for a long 
time, and perhaps always, refuse the absolute 
prohibition. It seems that a severe system of 
taxation is almost the only remedy which can 
be adopted with much hope of success. With 
Canada and with the temperance party in the 


United States, I hope and wish that the tem- 
perance cause may prosper.” 


Tue Woman's Assembly, No. 1789, of 
Chicago, has adopted resolutions urging Gov- 
ernor Oglesby of Illinois to commute the 
sentence of the convicted Anarchists. Every 
newspaper in Chicago, with one exception, 
refused to print this fact. Sons of Liberty 
Assembly, No. 1807, also of Chicago, has 
adopted resolutions similar to those of the 
Woman's Assembly. Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 
the Freethought speaker, is recording secre- 
tary of this last named assembly. 

_Tux Republican police commissioners and 
the Republican chief of the bureau of elec- 
tions gave the fifth inspector to the Henry -. 
George party in New York, but the court de- 
clared the appointment illegal, and though 
Mr. George's men were on hand upon the 
first day of registration, they were not per- 
mitted to act. "The matter will be contested. 
It is hinted that the appointment indicates a 
deal between the Republican and the United 
Labor parties. 

Tue Prohibitionists held a political meet- 
ing in Cooper Union last week. They started 
off with a prayer by the Rev. Dr. Deems, in 
which he said, “O Lord, we believe that 
every time we say, ‘ Down with the saloon,’ 
thou sayest Amen! inheaven.” A Kentucky 
colonel, who owned slaves till Abraham 
Lincoln took them away from him, said that 
the Prohibition was the real '* G. O. P."— 
God's Own Party. Sam Small confessed that 
he used to be a high old drunkard, but owing 
to the mercy of God he had sworn off. It is 
pretty hard to tell whether the Prohibition 
party is a political organization or a prayer- 
meeting. 
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Communications. 


The Bible of Nature; or, The Principles of 
Secularism. 
A CONTRIBUTION TO THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE. 
BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 
Author of ‘Physical Education,” “The Secret of the East,” ete. 


{II.—Morat Maxims. 
CHAPTER XIII.—HUMANITY. 
A.—Lessons of Instinct. 


The wanton disposition of young children, like the 
michiévousness of our next relatives, the tree climb- 
ing half-men of the tropical forests, has often been 
mistaken for natural malevolence, but is rather due 
to an excess of misdirected vital energy. In seeking 
a vent for the exuberance of that energy, a frolic- 
some child, like a playful monkey, is apt to become 
destructive, merely because destruction is easier than 
construction. Mischievousness, in the sense of 
cruelty and gratuitous malice, is, however, by no 
‘means a prominent character-trait of monkeys or 
normal boys. The most wayward of all known 
species of fourhanders are undoubtedly the African 
baboons; yet along study of their natural disposi- 
tion, both in freedom and captivity, has convinced 
me that even their fits of passionate wrath stop short 
of actual cruelty, and are, in fact, almost invariably 
intended as a protest against acts of injustice or 
violence. At Sidi Ramath, Algiers, I saw a number 
of babuinos hasten to the aid of a shrieking child, 
who had hurt his hand in the gear of an ox-cart, and 
whose cries they evidently attributed to the brutality 
of his companions. The sight of a wounded fellow- 
creature, a crippled rat, a mangled bird, a dying 
rabbit, never fails to throw my pet Chacma-baboon 
into a paroxysm of shrieking excitement, and within 
reach of her chain she will act upon the impulse of 
compassion by trying to redress the injuries of her 
playmates or rescuing the victim of a dog-fight. The 
fierce mandril, with resources of self-defense that 
would defy the attack of a panther, is nevertheless 
80 averse to an aggressive exertion of that strength 
that menagerie-keepers can trust him to spare, if not 
protect, the smallest species of his distant relatives, 
as well as such petulant fellow-captives as young 
dogs and raccoons. The hunters of the Orinoco 
Valley can attract fourhanders of all species by imi- 
tating the peculiar long-drawn. wail of a young 
capuchin-monkey. At the sound of that cry spider. 
monkeys, stentors, and tamarins will hasten up from 
all parts of the forest, attracted less by curiosity 
than the evident desire to succor a distressed fellow- 
creature. 


That instinct of compassion still manifests itself in | 


the disposition of chiidren and primitive nations. I 
have seen youngsters of five or six years gasp in 
anguish at sight of a dying dog, or turn with horror 
from the bloody scenes of a butcher shop. Sir 
Henry Stamford describes the frantie excitement of 
a Hindoo village at the discovery of a number of 
buekshot-riddled hanuman apes; and that sympathy 
is not limited to the nearest relatives of the human 
species, for in the suburbs of Benares the gardener 
of a British resident was pursued with howls and 
execrations for having killed a young Rowssette—some 
sort of frugivorous bat. The mob repeatedly 
cornered the malefactor, and with shrieks of indig- 
nation shook the mangled creature before his face. 
The traveler Busbequius mentions a riot ina Turkish 
hamlet where a Christian boy came near being 
mobbed for “gagging a long-billed fowl.” 

* Man's inhumanity to man," as practiced by their 
foreign visitors, inspired the South Sea Islanders 
with a nameless horror. A sailor of the British ship 
Endeavor having been sentenced to be punished for 
some act of rudeness toward the natives of the So- 
ciety Islands, the natives themselves intereeded with 
loud cries for mercy, and seemed, indeed, to settle 
their own quarrels by arbitration, or, at worst, boy- 
fashion, by wrestling and pummeling each other, and 
then shaking hands again. A similar scene was wit- 
nessed in Prince Baryatinski’s camp in the eastern 
Caucasus, where a poor mountaineer offered to re. 
nounce his claim to a number of stolen sheep, rather 
than see the thief subjected to the barbarous penal- 
ties of a Russian court-martial. In Mandingo Land 
Mungo Park was mistaken for a Portuguese slave- 
trader, nevertheless the pity of his destitute condi- 
tion gradually overcame the hostility of the natives ; 
so much, indeed, that they volunteered to relieve his 
wants by joint contributions from their own rather 
scanty store of comestibles. Even among the 
bigoted peasants of northern Italy the butcheries of 
the Holy Inquisition at first provoked a fierce insur- 
rection in favor of the condemned heretics. In India 
and Siam some two hundred million of our fellow- 
men are go unable to overcome their horror of blood- 
shed that in time of famine they have frequently 
preferred to starve to death rather than satisfy their 
hunger by the slaughter of a fellow creature. 

A diet of flesh food has, indeed, a decided influence 


: — 
in developing those trueulent propensities which our 


moralists have often been misled to aseribe to the 
promptings of a normal instinct. In our North 
American Indians, for instance, a nearly exclusively 
carnivorous diet has engendered all the propensities 
of a carnivorous beast; but the next relatives of 
those sanguinary nomads, the agricultural Indios of 
Mexico and Central America, are about as mild- 
natured as their Hindostan fellow-vegetarians, while 
Science and tradition agree in contrasting the cus- 
toms of flesh-eating hunters and herders with the 
frugal habits of our earliest ancestors. The primitiv 
instincts of the human soul are clearly averse to 
cruelty. — 
B.—REWARDS OF CONFORMITY. 

The apologists of Supernaturalism have frequently 
insisted on the distinction between naturally advan- 
tageous and naturally thankless virtues. Under the 
former head they would, for instance, include Tem- 
perance and Perseverance; under the latter, charity 
and the love of enemies—thus arguing for the neces- 
sity of assuming an other-worldly chance of recom- 
pense for the unselfish merits of a true saint. 

But a humane disposition is, on the whole, quite 
natural enough to dispense with the promis of pre- 
ternatural rewards. Good-will begets good-will; 
benevolence is the basis of friendship, while malice 
begets ill-will, and is apt to betray its claws in spite 
of the soft-gloved disguise of polite formalities. 

A humane master is better served than a merciless 
despot; his dependants identify his interests with 
their own; his family, his tenants, his. very cattle, 
thrive as in an atmosphere of sunshine, while 
habitual unkindness blights every blessing and can- 
cels all merits. Mental ability seems rather to 
aggravate the odium of a cruel disposition, while, on 
the other hand, we are almost ashamed to notice the 
mental or physical shortcomings of a kind-hearted 
man. Intellectual attainments have never reconciled 
the world to the demerits of a spiteful despot. 
Tiberius, the most abhorred of all the imperial mon- 
sters of tyrant-ridden Rome, was, next to Julian, 
mentally perhaps the most gifted of Casar’s suc- 
cessors. Philip the Second was the most astute, as 
well as the most powerful, sovereign of his century, 
but his cold blooded inhumanity prevented him 
from ever becoming & popular hero. Henry the 
Eighth's services to the cause of Protestantism did 
not save him from the execrations of his Protestant 
subjects. Pedro el Cruel was probably the most 
enlightened man of his nation, a friend of science in 
an age of universal ignorance, a protector of Jews 
and Moriscoes in an age of universal bigotry. But 
his delight in refinements of cruelty made him so 
hateful that at the first opportunity his Trinitarian 
and Unitarian subjects joined in a revolt which the 
tyrant tried in vain to appease by promises of the 
most liberal reforms. 

Tolerance, properly speaking, is nothing: but com- 
mon humanity, applied to the settlement of religious 
controversies ; the essential principle of civilization 
is humanity applied to the daily commerce of neigh- 
bors and neighboring nations.. Superior humanity 
alone has founded the prestige of more than one 
potentially inferior nation. 

A benevolent disposition, moreover, finds: its own 
reward in the fact that the order of the visible uni- 
verse is, in the main, founded on a benevolent plan. 
The system of Nature, with all the apparent ferity 
of her destructive moods, tends on the whole to 
insure the greatest possible happiness of the greatest. 
possible number, and the natural inclination of the 
benevolent man is therefore in sympathy, as it were, 
with the current of cosmic tendencies; his mind is in 
tune with the harmony of Nature. 

0.—PERVERSION. 

The unparalleled innumanities of the medieval 
bigots seem to form a strange contrast with the 
alieged humanitarian precepts of the Galilean prophet, 
but were nevertheless the inevitable consequence of 
a doctrine aimed at the suppression of. the natural 
instincts of the human soul. ** Whatever is pleasant 
is wrong," was the shibboleth of a creed that has 
been justly defined as a “ worship of sorrow,” and 
the practice of the self-denying virtues was valued 
chiefly in proportion to their afflictiveness. Herbert 
Spencer, in his “ Data of Ethics,” has demonstrated 
with absolutely conclusive logic that the universal 
practice of altruism (i.e., the subordination of per- 
sonal to alien interests) would lead to social bank- 
ruptey, but the clear recognition of that result would 
have been only an additional motive in recommend- 
ing its promotion to the world-renouncing fanaticism 
of the Galilean Buddhist. Secular advantages were 
more than foreign to the purposes of his reform. 
* Divest yourself of your earthly possessions," was 
the sum of his advice to salvation-seeking inquirers. 
* Renounce! renounce "— not in order to benefit 
your woridly-minded neighbor, but to mortify your 
own worldliness. Abandon the path of earthly hap- 
piness—not in order to make room for the crowding 
multitude, but in order to guide your own steps into 
the path of other-worldiiness. Disinterestedness, in 
the Christian sense, meant the renunciation of all 


earthly interests whatever; and the same moralist 
who commands his disciple to love his enemies also 


bids him hate his father, mother, sister, brother, and 
friends. 


* Seek everything that can alienate you from the 
love of earth; avoid everything that can rekindle 
that love,” would be at once the rationale and the 
summary of the Galilean doctrine. Shun pleasure, 
welcome sorrow; hate your friends, love your ene- 
mies. . It might seem as if precepts of that sort were 
in no danger of being followed.too literally. We can 
love only lovely things. We cannot help finding 
batefulness hateful. We cannot relish bitterness. 
We might as well be told to still our hunger with 
icicles or cool our thirst with fire. But even in its 
ultimate tendencies the religion of Antinaturalism 
was anything but a religion of love. The suppres- 
sion of physical enjoyments, the war against freedom, 
against health and reason, was not apt to increase 
the sum of earthly happiness; and the sense of 


-tolerance—nay, the instinct of common humanity 


and justice—was systematically blunted by the wor- 
ship of a god to whom our ancestors for thirty 
generations were taught to ascribe what Feuerbach 
justly calls “a monstrous system of favoritism: arbi- 
trary grace for a few children of luck, and millions 
foredoomed to eternal damnation.” “The exponents 
of that dogma," says Lecky, “attributed to the 
creator acts of injustice and barbarity which it 
would be absolutely impossible for the imagination. 
to surpass, acts before which the most monstrous 
excesses of human cruelty dwindle into insignificance, 
acts which are, in fact, considerably worse than any 
that theologians have attributed to the devil.” 
D.—PENALTIES OF NEGLECT. : 

The Millennium of Madness, as a modern Free- 
thinker calls the thousand years’ reign of the 
Galilean superstition, might with equal justice be 
called the Age of Inhumanity. “The greater pos- 
sible misery of the greatest possible number” seems 
to have been the motto of the medieval dogmatists, 
and, short of any plan involving the total destruction 
of the human race, it seems, indeed, not easy to 
imagine a more effective system for crowding the 
greatest conceivable amount of suffering into a given 
space of time. In the pursuit of their chimeras 
fanatics have never shrunk from sacrificing the hap- 
piness of their fellow-men ; class interests have made 
patricians callous to the sufferings of the poor, and 
revolted pariahs to the fate of the rich, but in the 
party warfare of antiquity cruelty was merely a means 
for the attainment of enlarged opportunities of enjoy- 
ment. But to the maniacs of the Middle Ages in- 
humanity seems to have become an end as well as & 
means. They inflicted misery for its own sake; they 
waged a persistent war against happiness itseif, and 
their sect-founders vied in the suppression of sym- 
pathy with every natural instinct of.the human 
heart. “If any sect," says Ludwig Boerne, “should 
ever take it into their heada to worship the devil in 
his distinetive qualities, and devote themselves to. 
the promotion of human misery in all its forms, the 
catechism of such & religion could be found ready- 
made in the code of several monastic colleges.” 

Dissenters were murdered, and converts, under 
the full control of their spiritual taskmasters, were 
doomed to a slower, but hardly less cruel death, by 
wearing out their lives with penanee and renun- 
ciation. 

* Aceording to that code, says Henry Buckle, 
“all the natural affections, all social pleasures, all 
amusements, and all the joyous instincts of the 
human heart were sinful. The clergy looked 
on all. comforts as sinful in themselves, merely be- , 
cause they were comforts. The great object of life 
was to be in a state of constant affliction. Whatever 
pleased the senses was to be suspected. It mattered 
not what a man liked; the mere fact of his liking it 
made it sinful. Whatever was natural was wrong.” 

. The dogma of salvation by faith seemed to make 
the enforced propagation of that faith a sacred duty, 
and soon drenched the face of the earth with the 
blood of pagans and dissenters; the worship of sor- 
row drove thousands to devote themselvs and their 
children to a life of perpetual penance; and the in- 
sanities of the hideous superstition culminated in 
that dogma of eternal hell tortures that deprived its 
converts of the last solace of nature, and barred the 
last gate of escape from the horrors of existence. 

E.— REFORM. 

The skeptic Holbach, and several of his philosoph- 
ical friends, directed the keenest shafts of their logic 
against the doctrin of eternal punishment, and never 
wearied of repeating that the belief in & merciless 
God naturally tends to fill the world with merciless 
bigots. “How insignificant,” they argued, “the oc- 
easional sufferings of & transient life on earth must 
appear to the converts of John Calvin, who held that 
about nine-tenths of the human race are foredoomed 
to an eternity of nameless and hopeless tortures. 
How absurd they must deem the complaints of a life- 
weary wretch, who, ten to one, will soon look back to 
the comparative bliss of that life as to the happiness 
of a lost Eden.” The Universalists are fond of en- 
larging on the moral of that theme, yet from a wider 
point of view their objections might be extended to 
the entire doctrine of other-worldliness, since Hol- 
bach’s argument might find its exact analogue in the 
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dogma of post mortem compensation.. “His soul will 
be the gainer," thought the Crusader who had dem- 
onstrated the dangers of unbelief by smashing a 
Moorish skull, *and if he should die his spirit will 
enter the gates of the New Jerusalem." “Oh, the 
ingratitude,” actually said a priest of the Spanish- 
American land robbers, “the ingratitude of the 
wretches who. grudge us the territories of their base 
earthiy kingdoms and forget that our gospel offers 
them a passport to the glorious kingdom of heaven !" 
“The ingratitude!” repeats the modern pharisee, 
“the base ingratitude of those factory children who 
grudge me tne privileges of my position, and clamor 
for an increase of wages to gratify their worldly de- 
“sires. Consumption? Hunger? Frost? should 
not the rich promises of the gospel compensate such 
temporal inconvemences, and hav I not founded a 
Sabbath-school to save them from the lusts of their 
unregenerate souls ?” 

Only a few months ago a Chinese philosopher ac- 


quainted us with the verdict of his countrymen on | 


the “gospel of love” that sends its missionaries on 
ships ioaded with brandy and opium, and escorted by 
armadas for the demolition of seaports that might 
refuse to admit the cargo of spirituous and spiritual 
poisons. . 

‘Secularism, the religion of Nature, should teach 
our brethren that their highest physical and their 
highest moral welfare can be only eonjointly attained, 
and that cramping misery stunts the soul, as well as 
the body of its victim. ‘It should preach the solidar- 
ity of human interests which prevents the oppressor 
from enjoying the fruits of his inhumaniy, and 
makes the curses of his dependents, nay, even the 
mute misery of his starving cattle, react on the hap 
piness of a cruel master. 1t should expose the busi- 
ness methods of the humanitarians who propose to 
Silence the clamors of their famished brethren with 
consecrated wafers and drafts on the bank of the 
New Jerusalem. — . 

The Christian duty of transferring our love from 
our friends to our enemies may be one of those vir- 
tues that have to await their recompense in a myste- 
rious hereafter, but natural humanity can hope to find 
its reward on this side of the grave. 

oO Oo 


Bible Biology and Evolution. . 


Biology, or the science which treats of all forms of 
animated matter, like physiology and paleontology, 
is a very young science. Man has regarded living 
forms in the light of “special creations” for so many 
thousands of years that it required an age of great 
and general intellectual enlightenment to be reached 
before even the most courageous among men o! 
science would be bold enough to study any forms of 
life apart from the generaily accepted view of theol- 
ogy. Fur they would doubtless reason that if God 
created every living thing either out of the water or 
out of the earth, ıt was' but reasonable to suppose 
that be made them very much as we find them to- 
day. lf, ior instance, God made a wolf or a bear, 
and if it is admitted that like always produces like, 
then it would be1atioral to conclude that wolves and 
bears would remain wolves and bears for all .time. 
On the other hand, if God made man, and breathed 
into his nostriis the breath of life, by parity of. rea. 
soning it would be rational to conclude that man 
would remain man forever. And if there were any 
variations they would be merely slight and unim- 
portant, and insufficient to cause the slightest doubt 
that all men were brothers, and proceeded from the 
original genus homo. 

But when men of science came to study geology 
with an open mind, and with sufficient courage to 
-proclaim the resuits of their investigations and de- 
ductions, it was found that the order, according to 
the Bible, in which the forms of life made their ap- 
pearance on the earth was totally wrong, and that, 
whereas, Genesis says that they appeared in the fol- 
lowing order: 1. Fishes and birds; 2. Mammalia and 
reptils; 3. Man; science reveals the fact that the 
proper order was; 1. Crustacea ; 2. Fishes; 3. Reptils 
and birds; 4. Mammalia generally ; 5. Man. Indeed, 
geology demonstrates that we hav millions and 
billions of fossil shells in the Cambrian period, long 
before the existence of fishes; then the great fish 
period of the Devonian period; then the Saurian 
period ; long afterward come the archaic animals of 
the mammoth family; then those still nearer ap- 
proaching the types of animals belonging to the his- 
tory of man; and finally man with bis contempo- 
raries. It will thus be seen that we hav six periods in- 
stead of three. To go more minutely into the sub- 
ject, it may be said that in the Plutonic or unstrati- 
fied series no life-forms appear, the conditions not 
being favorable; when, however, we come to the 
stratified rocks we find in the Pals,eozoie (or primary 
formations), which is subdivided. mto seven periods: 

1. Laurentian, containing fossil remains of the 
foraminrfera, some of the first living organisms. ` 

2. Huronian, containing fossil remains of the 
lower organized moliusks. 

8. Cambrian, containing fossil remains of sponges, 
sea weeds, star fishes, sea lilies, lowly shell-fish, 
marine worms, and the first land-plants. 


4. Silurian, fossil remains. of coral, chambered 
spiral shell-fisb, crabs, sea worms, and bony plates 
and scales of a low form of fish. 

5. Devonian, fossil land plants, fishes belonging to 
shark, ray, and sturgeon families, and first fossil in- 
sect. : 

6. Carboniferous, fossil scorpions, beetles, and 
amphibians. . 

T. Permian, fossil reptils. 

. In the secondary division: 

1. Triassic, gigantic reptils and first mammals 
(small marsupials). 

2. Jurassic, or. odlitic bird reptils, and several 
species of marsupials. 

3. Cretaceous, fossils of new bird-reptils. 

In the tertiary division: 

1. Hocene (dawn of recent life), consisting of sand- 
stone, limestone, sands, clays, marls, coral rags, and 
lignites, and containing fossil equine forms, birds, 
reptils, bats, and marsupials. 

2. Meiocene, containing fossil apes and marsupials. 

9. Pleiocene, fossil apes, bears, and hyenas. 

4. Pleistocene, fossil remains: of apes and men, 
and implements of stone, bone, and horn, ete. 

The above list I hav abbreviated from Dr. Hard- 
wicke's work on “Creation and Evolution," and, hav- 
ing compared it with some standard works on 
geology, find it quite accurate. 

‘Now, the science of paleontology supports geology 
entirely in establishing the above order of living 
forms on the earth. ; 

What is the evidence of paleontology ? 

1. Certain flint impiements hav been discovered 
in certain strata of the earth that indicate the great 
antiquity of man. 

2. These flint implements are found side by side 
with the bones of the extinct animals. 

3. The skulls of human beings are found in caves, 
also with the remains of extinct animals; and gener- 
ally the flora and fauna of the earth afford unmistak- 
able evidence in corroboration of the doctrin of 
evolution. Sir Jobn Lubbock in his work on “ Pre- 
Historic Times," after examining the evidence of 
paleontology, says that the “so-called flint instru- 
ments are undoubtedly of human workmanship; 
secondly, that they are of the same age as the beds 
in which they are found; and lastly, of a buman 
skull found by Dr. Schmerling in the cave of Gugis, 
he says: * There seems no reason to doubt that it 
really belonged to a man who was contemporaneous 
with the mammoth, the cave bear, and other extinct 
mammalia." 

Sir Chas. Lyell supports this view, in his “ Ant/q. 
uity of Man;" Karl Vogt, in bis address to the Ger- 
man Scientitic and Medical Society, and, indeed, all 
men of science of position and reputation. 

But to turn from generalities to particulars. 

In 1774 a scientist named J. F. Esper made a dis- 
covery in Bavaria of the remains of human bones 
mingled with remains of the Northern bear and other 
species then unknown; in 1797 John Frere, an Eng- 
lisbman. made a similar discovery. 

In 1826 Tournal, of Narbonne, made some impor- 
tant discoveries in Aude, France, where he found 
bones of the bison and reindeer cut and carved by 
the hand of man, together with remains of edible 
shellfish, which must hav been brought there by 
some one who dwelt there. 

Later, in 1833, Schmerling found in some caverns 
in Belgium two human skulls surrounded by teeth of 
rhinoceros, elephant, and bear. 

In 1842, and again in 1847, important discoveries 
were made in Devonshire in England at a place 
called Kent’s Cavern; while in 1857 the Neanderthal 
skull was discovered, of which Professor Huxley 
wrote that it was “the most brutal of all known hu- 
man skulls, resembling those of the ape.” 

Discoveries of a remarkable character were made 
in 1863 and 1864 of human remains along with bones 
of mammoth, rhinoceros, and other extinet animals. 
Stul later, in 1868, in the valley of the Seine portions 
of human skeletons were found in the same beds 
where paleolithic implements had been embedded. 

This, then, is some of the paleontological evidence 
—evidence which not only demonstrates the vast an- 
tiquity of man, but shows also the gradual, evolution- 
ary process which has been going on through the 
vast epochs over which the lives of extinct animals 
and man hav stretched. 

But to understand the wide-reaching character of 
this evolutionary method in nature we must glance 
for a while at the known facts of general biology. 

For this purpose let us take Haeckel’s statement 
on the subject. In his “Pedigree of Man,” Professor 
Haeckel givs the following order to the appearance 
of living forms on the earth: 

First, the ** Moneron," a stuctureless albuminous 
atom of bioplasm, which is so simple a form of life as 
to be even without a cell. 

We hav, then, this protoplasm developing into, 
firstly, a number of single nucleated cells, called 
Amæœbæ, and these in turn into masses of nucleated 
cells, called Synamæœbæ. After these comes Cihata, 
which consist of Synamcebs, covered with vibratil 
cilia. From these we go to Gactreada, and from 
these again to a low form of worm called Turbellaria ; 


then by slow processes are evolved from these lowly 
forms Acrauia, or first vetebrate animals, “ without 
shells, brains, central heart, jaws, or limbs, but with 
& true vertebral cords." We thus reach the first 
vertebrate class. But of these there are eight 


classes : 
1. Lancelet, or Amphioxas. 5. Amphibia. 
2. Cr. clostoma. 6. Repiilia. 
3. Pisces. 7. Aves. 
4. Dipnoi. 8. Mammalia. 


Then there are fourteen orders of Mammalia from 
the water Monotremata (Ornithorhynchur) to the 
Simis (apes) Then we come to species of anthro- 
poid apes, and lastly to man. Haeckels arrange-. 
ment of these latter are as follows: : 


ANTHROPOIDA. 


Asiatic (Satyri). 1 1. Lesser Orang (Satyrus Moris). 
9. 


Brachycephali. Greater Orang (3atyrus Orang). 
African Pengines. ( 1. Chimpanzee (Pongo Troglodytes).- 
Dolichocephali. 2. Gorilla (Pongo Grilla). 


HOMINES. 


Wooly-haired. { 1. Papuan (Homo Papua). 
Ulotrichi. 2. Hottentot (Homo Hottentot). 
8. Caffre (Homo Cafer). 

Dolichocephali. 4. Negro (Homo Niger). 
Straight-haired (Lis- ( 5. Australiau (Homo Australis). 

sorrichi). Mostly | 6. Malay (Homo Polynesiua). 

Brachycephali or} 7. Mongol (Homo Mongolus). 

Mesocephali;) 8. Polar Man (Homo Arciicus). 

& few Dolichoce- | 9. American (Homo Americanus). 

pbali. Li Caucasian ( Homo Mediterranium). 


Now, if we take the above statement of the evolu- 
tionary process in the order of the development of 
living forms, we shall find by careful investigation 
that it is corroborated in every particular by the 
sister sciences, geology, paleontology, and biology. 

Nor is this all. The evolutionist carries his inves- 
tigation still further. He studies the animal form in 
the foetus, and finds that at various stages the brain 
of tbe human being resembles that of fish, reptile, 
bird, etc., and so on until it reaches the highest 
degree of development, viz, the human. So that 
many scientists declare to-day that the history of the 
buman being in the fœtus is “a picture in little . 
or outline of the history of the race.” 

Here, then, we hav ample evidence of the igno- 
rance of the Biblical writers. Science teaches, the 
facts of geology demonstrate, that the age of the 
earth is to be measured not by thousands, but prob- 
ably millions of years; that the earth has undergone 
numerous changes of which there is no mention in 
historic times. Paleontology, as Haeckel well says, 
“furnishes us at the present time in many ways tbe 
most reliable and most uccesaible kind of evidence as 
to the order of creation in the past. For the fossils, 
or petrified remains of plants aud animale, that we 
meet with in the sedimentary strata of the earth’s 
crust are, in truth, the fossil remains or impressions 
of those organisms, long dead, that hundreds of 
thousands or many millions of years before peopled 
our earth. Among these organisms, also, in con- 
formity with evolution, must bav been the veritable 
ancestors of the species of plants aud animais in 
existenee to-day, and the allies more or less closely 
related of those dead and gone ancestors. Hence, 
our naturalists, especially those who wish to proceed 
as carefully and exactly as is possible, as well as those 
who would extend paleontology yet further, place in 
that science their greatest hope, and regard it as the 
sole rehable evidence in favor of phylogeny.” 

But it will be said, “If the doctrin of evolution 
takes us back by gradual stages to the lowest form 
of life, which we find to be a protoplasmic germ, 
what theory does the evolutionist accept in regard 
to the origin of life?’ The evolutiomst does not 
pretend to giv an authoritutiv answer to the question. 
But he has his belief. It is this. Matter is inde- 
siructible; force is also indestructible; and com- 
binations of matter and force cause ail the phenomena 
of the universe. To use the memorable words of 
Professor Tyndall. in his address to the British 
Association in 1876, the evolution:st "closes with 
Giordano Bruno, and recognizes in nature the uni- 
versal mother that produces all phenomena as the 
fruit of her own womb, without the meddling of the 

ods.” 
? Animate life, the evolutionist believes, evolved out 
of what is called “inanimate matter.” Is this un- 
reasonable? Every particle of matter in the universe 
is in motion, every atom in constant actiity. How 
do we know that any particular atom is dead? What 
we call death is merely change. No! The doctrin 
of evolution involves the affirmation that matter and 
force contain the potentiality of all forms of life. 
Life is motion. The sun’s motion on its axis, the 
moon’s revolution round the earth, the growing 
trees, the running rivers, the surging waves of the 
sea, are all manifestations of Jife; and just as the 
vegetable and animal kingdoms are continually un- 
folding from simple forms to complex, so the vast 
universe is one ceaseless, but giadual, unfolding of 
natural forces ; and this evolution seems likely to go 
on forever. AnvHUR D. Moss. 

— ——— — 
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News and Notes. 


Rockport, Mo., is six miles off the railroad among 
the rolling hills, whose main productions are corn and 
hogs, and orthodoxy. Freethought is something 
- new in these regions, and is almost as unknown as 
the whistle of the locomotiv. To be off the railroad 
nowadays is to be almost a century behind the times, 
and Rockport rejoices in this ancient atmosphere. 
However, I enjoyed my sojourn in this rural com- 
munity. Rockport is a pretty village. It has a 
stately court-house, being the county seat. There 
are seven churches among the two or three hundred 
dwelling-houses that are submerged among a multi- 
tude of shade trees that were glittering with the 
changing hues of autumn, and in the glorious sun- 
light made music as the prairie winds swept over 
them. 

I felt happy in this retired and luxuriant spot, 
where fruits and flowers are so plentiful, and the 
wealth of harvest gleams on the billowing landscape. 
Besides, I found some royal Liberals here, who hay 
borne the brunt of the battle for many a day through 
every vicissitude, and who are still brave and hope- 
ful ' The pleasant home of Mr. and Mrs. Q. Q. Beck 
was a haven where no discouragement can come to 
the Secular pilgrim, for here was devotion to thought 
and the open heart and hand, It seems that Beck is 
a good Freethought name, for from the East to the 
West I find its bearers in the van of progress, and in 
the pages of Taz Truru SxxkxR these bold iconclasts 
can send greeting to one another. Besides my 
friend Beck, there is M. M. Klein, Oran Moore, S. 8. 
Hughes, and others—not many, but true and for- 
ward.looking. S. S. Hughes belongs to the tran- 
scendental company, and likes to think that the 
. ^ Oversoul" is in all things. He is something after 
the fashion of Emerson. But he has no dogma, and 
holds his gentle faith in the spirit of fraternity. 
There is room and verge enough for all such in the 
camp of Freethought. 

I gave two lectures in the Opera House, where 
Remsburg had preceded me with his vigorous utter- 
ances. The audiences were small, and if I had been 
speaking on any other subject than Freethought I 
should hav given up in despair, but I knew the future 
was with our side, and so I bide my time. Rockport 
will not always be as sleepy as itis. It will hear the 
thunders of reform with the whistle of the locomotiv. 
It will know that this world moves, and a dead 
Christianity will not always fling its shadow over 
these lovely scenes. Corn and hogs may continue to 
flourish, but orthodoxy must seek its heavenly abode 
where “the woodbine twineth," as the waves of life 
come surging over these fruitful lands. 

I am glad, however, I did not wind up my cam- 
paign at Rockport, but that the bright consumma- 
tion eame at Shenandoah, Iowa, where I had on Sun- 
day afternoon and evening two of the largest audi- 
ences I hav greeted this year, and so whatever cour- 
age I might hav lost was regained amid this splendid 
promis. This is where Mrs. Krekel lectured some 
years ago, and produced a wonderful sensation which 
is not yet forgotten, and thelife of those Freethought 
discourses is in the air to-day, and made a part of its 
triumph. 

I enjoyed while here the hospitality of Mr. and 
Mrs. H. S. Holeomb, and Mr. and Mrs. J. W. 
Humphreys. Dr. Humphreys has an orthodox 
brother who still preaches the gospel of damnation 
with a grim faith that no amount of knowledge can 
discompose. However, the balance is kept up by an- 
other brother, A. Q. Humphrey, of Galesburg, Ill., 
who can wield an incisiv pen for truth, and his criti- 
cism of the so-called “ Christian science” is one of 
the keenest I hay read, and it simply demolishes this 
modern instance of Brahmanie philosophy. - 

I was glad also to meet Mr. and Mrs. Hedgecock, 
subscribers of Tae Trura SEEKER, and so, of course, 
old friends, though I met them for the first time 
here. Colonel Baker, who introduced me at the lect- 
ures, S. Smith, S. A. Thomas, Mr. and Mrs. W. T. 
Farnham, Edwin Gregg, and many others are our 
bright and progressiv spirits in this Eden-like coun 
n in the October sun is rieh with harvest 
gold. 

Every way Shenandoah has been a delightful field 
of labor. I came across a college chum whom I had 
not seen for twenty-five years; and old Dartmouth 
days came back-—when all the world was beautiful, 
and romance thrilled the heart. I sometimes wish 
I were back again, that I might dream the glorious 
dreams once more. 

We just escaped the rain—a bright space between 
the storm of Saturday and of Sunday night—but 
Monday dawned magnificently. Massiv and brilliant 
clouds swept along the shining blue. The vast 
prairies rolled away, and mingling green, and gold, 
and brown were in the fresh landscapes, and lustrous 
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groves wavered in a thousand ranks against the sky. 
It was a day for hope and joy, and with dreams of 
fire I hurried the locomotiv onward to the glittering 
East. I am now in Chicago, where everything rushes 
furiously along, as if there were but a day to liv. I 
heard George Francis Train last night, and he is, 
indeed, the lightning express. 
fly. 
Sm and sees all things. 
two hundred years old. He is pleading for the 
Anarchists in his wild, vigorous way, and I'am glad 


He makes the sparks 
He says that he stands on the top of the uni- 
He expects to liv to be 


of it, for what a horror it will be if these men are 


hung! Who can predict the far-reaching results of 


such an awful injustice? 


I look forward to a successful Congress. Our 


Chicago friends, as usual, are earnest and generous 


in their efforts. I expect a new impulse and greater 


practical instrumentalities for Liberal advancement. 
I may be at Alliance, O., October 23d, and shall be 
at Farmdale, October 29th and 30th, to lecture. 


Arrangements immediately after the Congress will 


be made for a lecture tour to the West again, to the 
Pacific coast, California, Oregon, and Washington 
Territory. The work of this year has opened vast 
fields of labor, and we must keep in the harness. 


‘Chicago, Oct. 12, 1887. Samvet P. Purnam. 


te 


C. B. Reynolds on His Western Tour. 
Miner, Inn, Oct. 2d and 3d.—This is a prairie 


village, but its people are enterprising and genuinly 
progressiv. 
and most prosperous people of the town, and are a8 
broad in their views and as generous as their bound- 
less prairies. 
dissemination of Liberal and scientific advanced 
thought among the people. 
under the inspiring lead of the young merchant 


The Liberals comprise the best cultured 


They hav a little society here for the 
All with prompt alacrity 


prince, S. S. Tanner, chip in their five dollars apiece, 


and from the earnest interest evinced in the lectures 
I judge the people appreciate the efforts made to 
educate them up out of the ruts of superstition. If 
there were only a real practical organization of Lib- 
erals, with a lecture and publication bureau, Minier 
would be a most powerful auxiliary. 


Havana, Inr, Oct. 4th.— Under the pilotage of 


H. A. MeHarry, of Mason City, I visited Havana. 
Mr. McHarry has been a Methodist exhorter and re- 
vivalist, and although he has emerged from the 
darkness of superstition, he retains all the fire, zeal, 
energy, and the. prop 
such a power in the 
Harry is & Spiritualist of the Elias H. Gault descrip- 
tion, and an energetic, self-sacrificing Liberal. The 
notice at Havana was short, but under the rallying of 
the young enthusiasts there a goodly number at- 
tended the lecture, and I had assurances that it re- 
sulted in several new recruits, as well as cheering the 
dear old veterans and affording some of them new 
ammunition to fire into the ranks of the enemy. I 
greatly enjoyed my brief sojourn with the Liberals of 
Havana, and shall bear their earnest request to re- 
turn to them at very first opportunity in kindly re- 
membrance. 


anda spirit that made him 
ethodist church. Mr. Mc- 


Wesrriztp, ILL., Oct. 5th, 6th, and "7th.—I made 


earnest efforts to reach Westfield in time for my 
appointment on the evening of October 5th. At 
Midland City I took the Chicago & Ohio River Rail- 
road. 
Travelers, take note; don’t take that road. If you 


They now call it the Dansville & Olney. 


are compelled to go in its direction, hire a small boy 


and a wheelbarrow; you will. get there much sooner 
and ride quite as comfortably. I was informed that 
the train went not that night beyond the city of 
Kansas, but there I should find a good livery if I 
desired to go on to Westfield, and a large hotel if I 


stayed over. Kansas is a Christianized mud-hole—a 


huddle of shanties out on the prairie. The hotel! I 
took, or attempted to take, one meal there; it is the 


baddest bad even among the detestable abortions 
called hotels in this section. I found the livery 
stable, and paid the enterprising keeper $3 to take 
me to Westfield, less than nine miles.. We started 
with two dilapidated equine monstrosities and a light 
buggy, and rushed over the distance with the velocity 
of a tortoise. We beat the record of all other teams 
of Kansas; we made a mile every fifteen minutes, 
and by bribing the driver to urge them to the utmost 
the horses kept up that rate of speed, and we made 
nine miles over reasonably good roads in two hours 
and fifteen minutes. On arrival the Jehu declared, 
with a sigh of relief and satisfaction, “There, I told 
yer I'd get yer thar ;” and he had—9.15 r.m. The 
audience had departed an hour ago. Westfield is a 
conundrum to me. It is a village of magnificent dis- 
tances, and in the days of long, long ago evinced 
great enterprise, but orthodox piety struck it and 
mildewed it. I traveled its length and breadth, and 
everywhere, like the dead king, was evidence of 


D. K.; yet there is some show of effort to throw off 


the fatal inertia. Messrs. Biggs and White, Liberals, 
hav built a handsome brick store, and over it a fine 
large hall or opera house, and there are three or four 
other brick buildings in the village, showing on the 


part of some an unwillingness to yield to the molder- 
ing stagnation; and I sincerely hope this spirit of 


enterprise will win a grand victory, 
beautiful and picturesque location. Instead of the 
eternal prairie flat, it is hills and dales and woods. 
While.I was there the gaudy hues of autumnal 
foliage delighted the eye, and made beautiful variety 
of scenery in all directions. 
royal, generous hearts in Westfield and vicinity; 


Sunday afternoon. 
the Republican, the leading newspaper of the county, 
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for it is.& most 


There are a few right- 


several came many miles to attend the lectures. 


Charley Biggs, as his kindly, generous nature prompts 
old and young to call him, is a worker for Free- 
thought. 
the community. The first night & few ladies came, 
but left before the lecture was fairly begun. 
next night’s attendance was very much larger, and 
had about twenty ladies who stayed through, and 
nearly all asked for and took home Liberal papers. 


He and his uncle are a power for good in 


The 


One young man, à member of the most aristocratic 


and pious family in the place, deolared his conversion 
to Liberalism. 


It is hard, up-hill work for one or two to hav to. 
stem the current of sectarian hate and, ostracism. 
Oh, how much we need a national organization that 


eould help the noble worthy workers in small 
towns ! 


ToscorA, Irt., Oct. 9th and 10th.—Quite a goodly 
attendance greeted me at the Opera House here on 
The genial face of the editor of 


smiled appreciation of each point made. The lecture 


was well received, and a large turn-out in the even- 
ing was promised. But ere evening shades arrived 
came the dark clouds and torrents of rain, and kept 
at‘it all night long. I groped my way to the Opera 
House in the black, damp darkness because I thought 
it duty to go, not really expecting anyone would be 
there, but had quite a gathering, including one 
bright, handsome lady. I did not learn her name, 
but she is a heroin, or, in other words, a true wo- 
man. Monday evening there was a very large at- 
tendance, but-it was not till Tuesday morning that I 
realized the interest awakened. I had to leave on 
the 7 a.m. train, yet that early hour found everywhere 


the lectures the subject of talk and discussion. Some 


declared if their hired help ever attended another 
Liberal lecture they would discharge them; some 


claimed the law should prevent such lectures; some 
tried to defend their faith. I imagin that later in 
the day it must hav been real lively. Iam now on 
my way to Olney. C. B. Reyyotps. 
eor 


Mr. Jamieson’s Land Boom. 
To rae Eprror or Tux Terura Srrkzn, Sir: Letters 


from Liberals are still coming to me as a result of 
the two or three articles which hav appeared in Tux 
Taura Szexer this summer over my signature. 
haps this letter may dampen their enthusiasm. 
Some of the few Liberals here, I learn, are not exactly 
pleased because, in reply to one correspondent, who 
inquired if there are “many Liberals here,” I 
answered, “No.” They are of the opinion that I 
ought to hav said, “Yes.” 

and hav a way of my own. 


Per- 


Iam writing these letters, 

My friend says, “ There 
are many Liberals in this valley, but they keep still 
about it.” This is doubtless the reason why I hav 


not discovered them. I do not count a man a Lib- 


eral who does not count himself. The Christian’s 


test of loyalty to his faith is a readiness to “stand 
up for Jesus !” 
ing to build churches, never subscribing for a Free- 


When I find so-called Liberals help- 


thought paper, never paying a dollar a year for a 


course of Liberal lectures, never using their influence - 
to get a Liberal lecturer into their town for fear of 
damaging their popularity with orthodox Christians, 
I say, Deliver us from such Liberals! 
stand up for Liberalism. They are too weak and 
faint-hearted to make a ripple as they float down the 
stream of time. 


They do not 


So, if there are many Liberal of that 
vapid sort in this valley, this is a great disadvantage 
to begin with. We need some live Liberals ; men of 
sterling integrity, and women; men of convictions, 
who are not afraid to avow them; yet, obtruding 


them on none, respecting the rights of all, genial and 


gentlemanly. 

Disadvantage No. 2.—Little rain. July and August 
are called the “rainy season.” In those two months, 
I verily believe, the» rainfall was not equal to a half- 
day Michigan shower. 

Disadvantage No. 3.—The land is supplied with 
water by irrigation. If the water is purchased, the 
cost is from $1 to $2 an acre each season; $1 in this 
part of Colorado. Farmers hay formed irrigating 
companies. This affords them water at much more 
reasonable rates. Such stock companies are, how- 
ever, managed with too much business looseness. 
Time and experience will correct their mistakes. 

Disadvantage No. 4.—The richest land is covered 
with a growth of greasewood and chico. It costs 
from $1 to $1.50 an acre to get it giubbed fit to 
plow. 

Disadvantage No. 5.—Fencing is necessary. . 

Disadvantage No. 6.—Some portions are alkali and 
adobe land. 

Disadvantage No. 7.—Stone and timber are 
twenty to thirty miles from the central portion of the 
valley. 
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er? 


In some future article I will turn a few of these 
disadvantages into blessings. i 

I hav been requested by a number of Liberal cor- 
respondents to organize a Liberal settlement in the 

San Luis Park. If twenty-five heads of families will 

pledge themselvs to come, and will bear their share 
‘of the necessary expenses for printing, postage, 
stationery, advertising, travel, and time, I wiil devote 
myself to making the settlement a success, and 
secure homes on free government land (aside from 
land office fees) to the amount of 160 acres to 320 for 
each family. Here is a chance to better your condi- 
tion, each man to own his own farm in independence. 
No use to let Christians take all this land. For par- 
ticulars address W. F. JAMIESON. | 

Monte Vista, Col. : 

—— —49—9—4———————— 
Two Open Letters to Prominent Men. 
UNTAXED PROPERTY. 
To James Gordon Bennett, Esq., Proprietor of the 
New York Herald: 

Sm: In the Herald's issue of the 7th inst. is a 
notice of Surrogate Rollins’s decision under the col- 
lateral inheritance law that the large bequests by the 
late Henrietta Lenox to religious corporations are 
not liable to taxation. 

This decision is directly in the teeth of Magna 
Charta, and insults every taxpayer not of the Lenox 
sect, for which those who procured, as well as 
those who made, the law through knaves or fools 
as legislators deserve castigation, and to be de- 
elared outlaws forever. For there is no im- 

' aginable excuse for it, for why should you or I be 
compelled to pay taxes to protect or to improve the 
value of property of any sect whose principles we 
may abhor as being actually blasphemous? The 
. Lenox family is of the Scotch Calvinistic heresy, and 
if disciples are no better than their master Calvin, or 
the syndics of Geneva, what their master and his 
followers hav done, that would they do again if fa- 
vored as they seek to be by having us to pay their 
taxes and protect their property without remunera- 
tion; for should a mob assault their church the city 
is obliged to pay for it. They may be very quiet 
now upon the homely farmer’s maxim that “ the still 
sow sucks the swill,” but the only principle on which 
real patriots and statesmen act is that what has been 
will again occur when circumstances favor like de- 
velopments. 
Scotland from Scotch Calvinism? What the feeling 
against all sects but their own? 

The answer may be found in the paraphrase of 
Holy Willies prayer by Robert Burns, of which 
three verses will be quite sufficient to exhibit its true 
spirit. Allow me to quote from memory, and pray 
for the correction by your devil if not well spelled: 

O thou wha in the heavens dost dwell, 
Wha, as it pleases best thysel’, 
Sends ane to heaven and ten to he 

A’ for thy glory, > 


. And no for any gude or ill 
They've done afore thee; 


We bless arid praise thy matchless might, 
When thousands thou hast left in night, 
That I am here afore thy sight, 

For gift an’ grace, 
A burnin’ and a shinin’ light 

To a’ this place. 


Lord, bless thy servants in this place, 

For thou hast here a chosen race; 

But God confound their stubborn face, 
An’ blast their name, 

Wha bring thy servants to disgrace 
An’ public shame. 


New York, Oct., 1887. Pro Bono Pustz0o. 


THE OLERGYMAN AND THE GYPSIES. 


To Hon. Daniel Magone, Collector of the Port of 
New York: 

Sm: Although I liv inland, and you are a dweller 
by the salt, salt sea, I hav a crow to pick with you, 
Mr. Magone. You were appointed to your present 
responsible position by a president who, in my opin- 
ion, for downright and direct honesty is the peer of 
any one of our American executivs, the immortal 
George not excepted.  . 

I say this after having voted the Republican 
‘ticket from Fremont to, but not including, Blaine. 
I had to draw a line somewhere, and I used the 
chalk on Blaine, although I did not vote for Mr. 
Cleveland. 

Any man who, with a great flourish of trumpets, 
to protect his wife's honor, commenced a lawsuit, and 
when the election was over ignominiously crawled 
out of a position of his own seeking, isn’t fit for a 
ruler over sixty millions of people, and they very 
properly squelched him, and are certain to do so 
every time he asks their suffrages. Grover Cleve- 
land’s honest, square-toed “tell the truth” is like a 
diamond to French paste, and proclaims the differ- 
ence in the two men. 

There is an old aphorism, Mr. Magone, which 
reads, “Like master like man.” I hav spoken thus 
of Mr. Cleveland’s strongest point, honesty, in order 
to show you how you do not resemble him; for in 
what I am going to say to you I feel you are not 
honest, and that you know you are not honest. 


What, then, has been the case in. 


From a letter to the Buffalo Courier of Oct. 1, 
1887, it appears that the ministerial supply in our 
highly favored country is so limited that the church 
of the Holy Trinity in New York city, founded and 
built by the eccentric Rev. Dr. Stephen H. Tyng, 
thought it necessary to import an English minister 
io take charge of said church. Í 

Before this I was aware of the multitudinous 
commodities brought into the country through the 
custom house, but I was hardly prepared for an 
importation in the shape of a clergyman. A wise 
and level-headed Scotchman, one Mr. Kennedy, took 
the position that it was a violation of the contract 
labor law, as the new pastor’s salary .was fixed in 
advance. And right here we say the gentleman from 
the land o’ cakes is, without doubt, honestly and ab- 
solutely correct in his position. However, you took 
a different view of it, and declined to send the 
imported preacher back to England. I could hav 
told in advance that you would doso. Why? Be- 
cause who ever knew of a politician that failed to 
toady to the church? Politics and toadyism ever- 
lastingly go hand in hand. 

But mark, Mr. Magone, how soon your views 
changed! About the same time, on the steamer 
Wyoming, came a band of English gypsies. How 
now about this “contract labor law?’ The col- 
lector’s mind is made up with astonishing celerity, 
and with adamantine firmness; the gypsies must go 
back whence they came. The point is made by the 
astute collector that they are, in effect, paupers. 

Then it follows, as the night the day, that the im- 
ported preacher is a beggar. If they are strolling 
paupers, he is a religious beggar. What do these 
poor gypsies do? Why, most of us hav seen them 
along our byways and highways, with their Rosinante 
steeds tied to the trees, a fire kindled, corn taken, 
apples appropriated, and fortunes and the future 
told to confiding country folk. 

In other words, they pretend to tell of the future 
—in this life only. What does your preacher, im- 
ported or otherwise, do? His pretense is to tell of 
the future beyond the tomb. Now, Mr. Magone, do 
you not know as well as we that in so far as the fut- 
ure life can be told, as far as the awful enigma of 
the grave can be solved, the gypsies are just as re- 
liable as the preacher? Do you not know this? You 
certainly do, and if you were as honest as Mr. Cleve- 
land, whose servant you are, you would hav put the 
preacher and the gypsies on precisely the same level, 
and that you did not do this is because you lack 
honesty, sincerity, and manliness. This is what ails 
you, Mr. Magone, and all your ilk, and I am afraid 
it will always be so. 

If there is a more shabby set of unprincipled beg- 
gars, paupers, frauds, 7@ omne genus, than the 
priests, preachers, and clergymen of our day, then I 
pity the gypsies, or any other class who prate of the 
future, about which their ignorance is too dense for 
discussion. Their hell is a myth knocked to smith- 
ereens by the “New Version;” their absurd fables 
about the structure of the universe banished to the 
unknown by science, and their scraps of nothing 
made into stars, blossomed into myriad and magnifi- 
cent worlds through the agency of the modern 
astronomer. 

Yet they trail along with their antiquated trash, 
hat in hand; a dollar here, a quarter there, a penny 
yonder, any trifling favor thankfully received; the 
most useless lot of mortals to day on this planet; 
and yet our statesmen (if we hav any), our politi- 
cians, and our millionaires toadying to them in order 
to use them to hoodwink the multitude, and thus fix 
on the minds of unborn millions the vagaries of 
countless past ages when man was only one remove 
from the monkey. 

In conclusion, Mr. Magone, the next time a com- 
modity comes through the custom house that you 
hav any doubts about, try and skirmish around and 
find a little honesty in. your immediate neighbor- 
hood, and, my word for it, you will not make fish of 
one and fowl of another, as you hav in this instance ; 
and I really hops honest, Scotch Mr. Kennedy will 
stick to you and make you send back the “contract 
labor” clergyman on the same vessel that carries the 
poor, unoffending gypsies. Hoping you may die an 
honest man, I remain, Sincerely yours, 

| Ononon. 


M 
Taxation of Church Property. 


In these days of “supposed” general retrench- 
ment in regard to public expenditure in our national 


affairs by the party now in power, why is it that we | M 


hear so little of late on the subject of taxation of 
church property? f 


I read, only a few days ago, in one of our local | Leb 


papers, that all church property that was taxable 
amounted to more than $50,000 in valuation. : 

Which, really, is the greater imposition on the 
publie, the lying idle and unemployed of so much 
surplus revenue of the people's money in the national 


treasury vaults, or the silent permission of great | 


and wealthy church corporations holding immense 
amounts of property, both real and personal, scot- 
free of all taxation? 


Three hundred millions of money in the national 


treasury to-day, it is claimed, and that for the most 
part could be expended more liberally and generally 
for the public good, it would seem, than it really is, 
and seven hundred millions of church property in 
the land paying a pitiful sum of a half-million dollars 
of taxes to the government. 

Is it not a burning shame when, by increased com- 
petition from foreign labor and other causes, the 
laboring man in this country, especially if he hav 
a family, is able to gain so “little” in the way of a 
livelihood, that these immense and overshadowing 
monopolies (not a whit better than such as are 
represented by Jay Gould or any other railway 
magnate) should be allowed to contribute so little 
toward the payment of the national debt and the 
running expenses of our national government ? 

When the small farmer or poor mechanic, or even 
small traders in the mercantil occupation, hav their 
taxes to pay on every extra two hundred dollars of 
personal property, certainly a better “rendering to 
Cesar" should be observed by those who are 
supposed to teach justice, humanity, and righteous 
dealing for all men. HOS. J. CAMPBELL. 

Maso, Kan. 

——— —9-—9———— ——— 


Mere Superstition. 


A logical old Presbyterian elder writes to the Sun : 


* What is to become of our old theological doctrins? 
Where will the Westminster catechism land? 

** The clergymen assembled to represent the entire Presby- 
terian church in the meeting of the American board of 
commissioners for foreign missions, a few days since, found 
themselvs divided on the question of human probation be- 
yond the grave. 

** That subject involves all there is of what is understood 
as revealed religion. 

t Tt amounts to this, viz.: All men die eternally in Adam. 
Those who are saved are saved by faith in Christ, who died 
for our sins. ; 

tt Now, if there is probation and consequently possible 
salvation beyond the grave, what was the object of the sac- 
rifice of Christ? 

** Did he, knowing of all the possibilities of human existence, 
here and hereafter, accept the humiliation of his incarnation, 
his life of degradation, and his most miserable death in order 
to accomplish an end which may be reached in another way ? 
Is that possible ? f - 

“The Christian church has always preached salvation 
through faith only in Christ, or eternal perdition. That doc- 
trin is the only reason why that church should exist. Drop 
that and the church falls to pieces. ; 

* And yet there are men in the American board of com- 
missioners for foreign missions who are willing to drop it. 

** And, what is more, the defenders of the old doctrin seem 
to hav been very weak in the discussion held on that subject. 
The defense indicated a doubt. If the progressiv ideas of 
the present generation hav exploded the Christian religion, 
let us know it. 

“If it has been ascertained that the faith is vain, let us 
throw off the yoke, for in that case it becomes mere supersti- 
tion.” 


The elder is right. Christianity is either true or 
false. It cannot be both. Neither can it be partly 
true and partly false. The probation-beyond-the- 
grave theory is a revolt of men’s hearts against the 
ervelty of their creed. The desire that men shall 
escape hell does credit to their humanity, but their 
retention of the creed forever disables them as rea- 
soners. The scheme laid down in the Bible is plain 
enough, and it is correctly stated by the Presbyterian 
elder. There is not in the whole Bible a single line 
authorizing the eschatological doctrin held by some 
of the faculty of Andover. According to the Bible, 
you go to hell or you go to heaven—which, depends 
upon whether you believe Jesus Christ is the son of 
God and died in the manner recorded as an expiation 
of the sins of men—sins incurred in the childish way 
related in the first fable of the book. The idea is, 
indeed, mere superstition. 

oo 


C. B. Reynolds?s Appointments. 


Kewanee, Ill.................. eene October 19, 20, 21 
Nunda, Ill.............. eese nennen innen 23 
Oxford, Ia............. enm ... 95, 26 


Graham, Mo.... 


Bethany, Mo... etn nnne nnne enn nnne 13, 
Jamesport, Mo. , 16, 17, 18 | 
Chillicothe, Mo............... eere nnnm nnn 20, 21 
Brunswick, Mo............... eene nemen 22 
Salisbury. Mo DP E TT um Be 
ansas City, Mo...... eese , 27, 
Clinton, Mo. Sédgunandvecéiuccalsesebestsedseseseecss 29, 30, December 1 


J. E. Remsburg's Appointments. 
The following is a list of J. E. Remsburg’s appointments 
for Kansas: 


October, 22 


AX : 
Lawler, S. H. (1 P.M.) 28 
Cadmus. +228 
Burlington 24, 25, 26 
ODO. cececcerceceteeceeceercn serene steer Oteeneeee tes eecteaneuesenesesserenees A 
28e PERT-—-—-—-—————ÓPPRQMÓ 
Galenà. 2... eese ra Caere rares Sui vu e d Poe py sestesteees 29, 30 
Fredonia..........2.eeeeeeeeee ehe enne nnne nennen nnne nnn 81 
Neodesha. (Debate.)............... eee November 1, 2, 3, 4 
Fall RiVer.....:.. 22: e reo anra ose se Ee are eara cas Mora exse REENE TEN 5 
Newton AREE 6 
Hutchinson. .......eeeee eee eene nent nennt hne hhh nune n the rhu sere nan 7 
Sterling ARRIERE 8 
Dodge Üity... 1... esses seeeseseeeenennnten nnne nnt .9 
Raymond............. eeeeeeeeee ennt ener nter nnnm nnne entente 10 
Bavaria ........e eee eee enhn natn na nnne ntu ntnu nne tu nter hee r uer hr ether n 11 


` ures of both. 


6°78 


EE ——— ea aaa 


Communications. 


Religion and Its Origin. 


. When we meet a man, a neighbor whom we know, 

with whom we hav done business, and with whose 
metbods of action and manner of thinking we hav be- 
come conversant, we thereby become impressed with 
the conviction that heis an honest, rational man. On 
to-morrow we meet this same man, and in con- 
versation with him we learn for the first time that he 
believes that a man said to hav been born eighteen 
hundred years ago, known by the name of Jesus 
Christ—that this man bad been conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, and that 
henceforth he is going to renounce the world, the 
flesh, and the devil, and is going to seek a mansion 
in the skies. 

What inferences would these facts legitimate? You 
would say at once, He is a little off. These facts, 
in themselvs, might not be sufficient to determin 
the point as to his sanity or insanity, but should you 
further be advised of the fact that this man to that 
end has sold all that he has, and has given it to the 
poor, this would seem to confirm your first impres- 
sion that he is a little off. But suppose, still further, 
that he takes no thought for to-morrow as to.what 
he skall wear or eat; you would think that you hav 
additional confirmation of your first impression. 
But he furnishes you with another item that still 
lends its support to your first impression. He 
prays, and he fasts, and he sees what a narrow escape 
he has had. He feels that he is a brand plucked from 
the burning, and if justice had been done him he 
would hav been in hell long ago. He begins to feel, 
in view of his redemption and the exposure of the 
entire race to endless perdition, that ** woe is me if I 
preach not this gospel of my new master.” And hence 
he begivs to warn his neighbors, and assures them 
that they will all go to hell if they do not repent and 
believe as he does, and doas he has done. Surely your 
first impression would be more and more confirmed 
But suppose that a Jack of confidence arises as to the 
wisdom of his method, and he is led to recognize the 

‘fact, and, in consequence thereof, becomes impatient, 
and draws around him a following of those who share 
in his delusion, and they espouse his cause, and he, 
through their proffered support. enforces his opin- 
ions under threats from his God and the cooperation 
of his followers, even unto the death of those who do 
not concede the truthfulness of his mission. This 
would surely confirm the opinion, not only that he is 
a little off, but that he is insane upon that point. 


. Why would this conclusion be forced upon the 


thoughtful observer? Because he sees at once that 
-the intellectual and moral faculties ccórdinated could 
not be pressed into such service. His acts are not 
rational. He is diseased. He has religion, and that 
is his mental disorder. It is a noteworthy fact that 
the symptoms in this disease are paralleled in those 
of other diseases. i 
The devotee discloses a morbid state—a loss of 
appetite, a furred tongue, and an unsteady, excitable 
pulse—of course varying according to the temper- 
ament of the devotee. All pathological criticism 
would concur in this opinion. The facts which we 
hav noted are surely a lawful outcome of this disease, 
just as clearly as in any case where a diagnosis has 
been made which wouid declare that insanity is pres- 
ent. But tbis is not all that has a bearing upon our 
definition. In the light of our definition we are per- 
mitted to read and understand the history of religion 
a8 we hav not under. other definitions. Who are 
they who attempt to write up the history of religions 
who do not feel the constant necessity of writing in 
apologetical terms? Their history is so full of crimes, 
persecutions, and bloodshed, that some kind of rea 
son must be assigned, and usually every possible 
reason but the true one is given. A thousand ex- 
cuses are rendered to soften the frightful record re- 
vealed in the history of religion. One of the most 


. „telling apologies given is one that is made seemingly 


with the greatest confidence. Here it is: “These 
crueltier, charged upon religion, lose all of their force 
when we remember that they are the abuses of re- 
ligion, but not religion itself.” This sounds well, 
and it only lacks one thing, and that ie, it is not true 
in any sense. If religion is fundamental in our nature, 
no such thing would or could be possible. But the 
theory of this apology is false at any rate. There is 
nothing admissible in the theory which allows the 
historian to divorce the acts of a pecple from the 
people, and then write their history. The history of 
a man, Or a nation, is made up of the acts and gest- 
t f Religion must, in like manner, be 
judged in the light of the data which it has made. 
We are not at hberty to sanction this decree of 
divorcement. Religion, therefore, must be studied 
in the light of tbe data which it has formulated 
through its evolution. The criminal records of re- 
ligion cannot be isolated from it; they are to be con- 
sidered in inseparable connection. This point will 
appear evident. ' 
Take the case of John'Calvin in the murder of 
Bervetus, Here is a terrible crime. Thousands, 


+: 


yes, many thousands, like it in the history of the 
Christian religion. No history of John Calvin can 
be complete with tbis murder left out. This act of 
his is the key to his history. There could hav been 
no real eause for this cold-blooded murder in the re- 
lation existing between himself and Servetus. 
Servetus had done him no wrong, yet without the 
slightest reasonable provocation he did the horrid 
deed. Was this a murder in any proper sense? 
There were no reasons existing between the two men 
to'suggest such a crime. Mr. Calvin had religion 
and the liver complaint, the latter he had for twenty 
years ; ample time to render eminent assistance 1n or- 
ganizing a special religious enthusiasm which would 


tend to break up moral and intellectual coórdination—' 


religious insanity following. When a man bas a 
severe attack of religion, seen in the breaking up of 
mental equilibrium, and at the same time the liver 
complaint, he is not to be trusted. He is fatally dis- 
eased, and needs more pity than censure. We hav 
here John Calvin’s mental and physical condition—a 
result of having two of the most fatal diseases known 
to mankind. Herein we hav a reasonable defense of 
John Calvin; he had religion in its most fatal form. 


In hearing the evidence in this case, we must pro- 


nounce the prisoner at the bar insane, and hold re 
ligion responsible for the crime of murder in the first 
degree. In his interest we must say that the intel- 
lectual and moral powers could not hold mental em- 
pire in the presence of such a fate as that which be- 
fell Servetus. They had no coordination in con- 
sciousness, and hence we giv him the benefit of hav. 
ing religion, a disease in the insane form. Millions 
of human beings hav been put to death through like 
agencies and under similar circumstances. Is it 
possible for the clear-headed intellects of this age to 
imagin that these cruelties would hav taken place 
had it not been for this religious insanity? We are 
willing to concede that, usually, the perpetrators of 
these cruelties thought that they were doing right. 

Religion being a disease, this fact is accounted for. 
And this is in exact accord with the history of insane 
people. They are always the injured party ; religion 
being a disease—a mental malady—and hence the 
victims of this disease are always those whom the 
rest of the world is plotting against. And thus it is 
these insane cruelties are so intimately interwoven in 
the history of religion: this dreadful disease—I say 
dreadíul—for what has ever in the history of this 
world produced such dreadful resuits as this religious 
abnormality? Look at our religious wars and per- 
secutions. Is it possible to imagin the parallel of 
these in cruelty? What could be more dreaded 
than the thought of a repetition of these things? 
This disease is quite like other diseases in this, that 
at certain times it is more malignant than at other 
times. It has had during the past many serious 
outbreaks ; at such times its victims hav been almost 
innumerable. Note this disease in the history of 
Spain for three hundred years. During these, on an 
average, one thousand a year were imprisoned or 
murdered, thus aggregating three hundred thousand 
of the best and most intelligent men and women of 
the Spanish nation; all of this under an intensified 
attack of this disease. Take the massacre of St. 
Bartholomew, in which sixty-three thousand Chris- 
tians were murdered in one night by Christians. 
What & fearful mental malady; what religious in 
sanity; what a malignant form this religious disease 
assumed! Who can claim that these people were 
sane? No, no; they had religion, and here is only 
one of a million like expressions through its frightful 
history. Allow me not to think that these people 
were 1ational, were sane. To think them thus would 
be to blacken and defame the great human heart 
beyond any possible redemption. See the bloody 
history of witeheraft, then think it possible that the 
cruelties practiced upon these poor innocent mortals 
were perpetrated by sane people. 

Take the history of demonology, do we not find all 
the symptoms of mental disorder—an intense malig- 
nant type of religion? A little more than two hun- 
dred years ago, on Boston Common (the Athens of 
America), a girl sixteen years of age had been reported 
by the mother to the priesthood, that she had dis- 
obeyed her mother, and in obedience to the divine 
book was led without the gates and stoned to death. 
This is religion. ‘This is that dreadful mental de- 
formity which has defiled the race, and damned a 
woman with the touch of impurity because she was a 
mother, and sent her babe out into the world with 
the curse of God almighty's depravity upon it. I 
confess that I do not feel at liberty to compliment 
our humanity in such disparaging terms as to say 
that these cruelties and deeds of infamy were, or 
could hav been, done by sane people. These deeds, 
80 terrific in deep depravity, could not hav been con- 
ceived by healthy, intelligent human beings. So, in 
charity to our race, as well as in fact, we are com- 
pelled to read the history of our humanity under the 
mitigating circumstances to the jury that the actors 
in this dreadful religious drama were insane. They 
had the fata! disease, religion. Again, in demonstra- 
tion of the truth of our definition, the diagnosis of 
this disease in its incipient form allies it to many 
other diseases, They usually foreshadow a morbid 
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condition; and quite a decided tendency to look with 
comparativ indifference on those things and relations 
which largely made up the concern of daily life. The 
diagnosis at this point shows quite a tendency toward 
unstable mental equilibrium—seen further in the 
fact that the world, and the things in the world, are 
losing hold on him. The things that he once loved 
he now hates. 

And he reads, ‘He that cometh unto me and hat- 
eth not his father and mother cannot be my disciple.” 
He shows signs of other-worldly-mindedness. His 
eyes are turned toward heaven, he begins to feel 
divine drawings, and the work of regeneration is 
going.ón; the new birth is near at baud. Such 
being the true diagnosis, the treatment is readily 
suggested But the treatment in this disease differs 
somewhat from the usual treatment which is given 
in other diseases. Instead of administering remedies 
to reduce the excitement, those are given which tend 
to increase the malady. .His kindhearted physician 
will recommend to him such remedies as will promote 
the severity of the attack, with the assurance that 
the *kingdom of heaven is at hand," and he is 
impressed with the necessity of looking away to 
Jesus in the ex«rcise of a living faith and by faith 
receive the ingrafted word of life, which will make 
him a child of God. All of these measures tend to ' 
strengthen the disease, and when he is sufficiently 
doetored he is turned over to the nurse, the church, 
who will attend strictly to business and see that the 
excitement is kept up until the work is done and he 
is confirmed in this disease, “which redeems him 
from the curse of the law, and makes him truly a 
child of God." And thus we see that he is doctored 
and nursed into this disease instead of out of it. He 
is now not of this world; he is an heir to a mansion 
in heaven. The prognosis in this case is quite evi- 
dent. It indicates that in a short time he will be- 
come so completely confirmed in this disease that he 
will find out that “I am holier than thou," and then 
if he does not leave for Canada, he will become so 
deeply impressed with his oneness with God that he 
will wish that he had the power to make everyone 
feel his authority, and if need be, to burn all heretics, 
especially Mr. Ingersoll, and sit as judge on the 
judicial bench in New Jersey, where he could charge 
a jury in such a way as to force the conviction of a 
heretic, guilty or not guilty. This is what would be 
called a favorable prognosis—'' He got it; he has 
come out.” If this can be seen from any other 
standpoint to be anything but a disease, partial 
insanity, I confess that I am unable to see it. 

l J. H. Burxsam. 
(TO BE CONCLUDED.) 
i 9 ——— — — 


The Effect of Christianity on the World. 


In this essay I use the word Christianity in the 
sense of belief that Jesus is a teacher specially: 
inspired and divinely exalted above all other men. 
People who call themselvs Christians believe as much 
as this almost without exception; and most of them 
place Jesus even higher. At all events, we must giv 
the word a large enough meaning to take in Roman 
Catholics; and we must keep in mind the history of ` 
all the great churches, in order to be able to speak 
justly of the working of the system which they hav 
kept up. I hav for many years carefully studied the 
state of thought before and after the advent of Chris- 
tianity ; and I feel confident that there are two ways, 
at least, in which this religion has exercised a per- 
nicious influence on the world. 

In the first place, it is largely to Christianity that 
we owe the great place which theology has taken in 
human thought during the last eighteen hundred 
years. The questions of the personality of God, of 
the liability of going to heaven or hell, of the advan- 
tages of particular ceremonies, and of the inspiration 
of certain books hav attracted such attention, during 
the sway of the Christian church, as they never had : 
in Europe before. At the period when the church 
was most powerful, we find legions of volumes writ- 
ten about theology, and scarcely a word about any- 
thing else. The few chronicles, secular poems, and 
treatises on subjects of practical interest are merely 
an oasis amid the great desert of religious books, 
No other religion could hav done more to turn the 
minds of men so far away, from all they needed 
to think of.most. And certainly if our forefathers in 
the Middle Ages had been less religious, they would 
hav given their attention to improving their own 
condition rather than to disputing about the nature 
of God, and taken more pains to make this life on 
earth heavenly than to settle the precise boundaries 
of heaven. I speak of the Middle Ages, because 
Christianity had a power then in Europe which she 
has never had since. No difference of creed could 
now call forth such crusades as laid waste the vine- 
yards and destroyed the cities of Languedoc. Never 
again will Europe hear the tocsin of St. Bartholomew 
or see such fires as were kindled by the Inquisi ion. 
The keen interest in theology which Jed to such 
crimes must be called characteristic of Christianity 
rather than of the Middle Ages or of Roman Cathol- 
icism, for the period when Protestantism had most 
power in New England was also that in which we 
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had no literature but sermons, and no publie amuse- 
ments but executions of Quakers and witches. — 

Where do we find more of Christianity than in the 
New Testament, and what writers do we find more 
keenly interested in theology than Peter, Paul, and 
John? None of the authors of the Old Testament, or 
of Greek and Roman literature, ever looked so in. 
tently up to heaven and away from earth as did these 
apostles. No wonder that literature declined as soon 
as Christianity became prevalent ; that science passed 
away for the time; and that poetry and philosophy 
were silent except when theology gave them themes 
on which to speak! Nowadays we hav a great secu- 
lar literature; we hav keen interest in polities, busi- 
ness, and science ; and this is because the church is 
growing weak, and theology has retreated into the 
background. Thus one of the plainest effects of 
Christianity has been to prevent men from paying 
proper attention to the practical matters they needed 
most to think of. 

But even now it is sad to see how much time is 
wasted by preachers and congregations in thinking 
of subjects about which nothing is really known. and 
no one is ever likely to get any knowledge of the 
slightest value. If all these ministers and their péo- 
ple could suddenly take up morality, and ‘giv all their 
thoughts to such questions as health, education, and 
polities, the world's rate of progress would double at 
once. I can look at the tone of thought encouraged 
in our churches only as the greatest waste of mental 
power the world has ever seen. Progress has found 
its fiercest opponents in the popes. Protestantism 
is more favorable to family life and civic liberty than 
Romanism, but even now we find business-habits 
and the making of money preached against continually. 
Scarcely anywhere, even among liberal Christians, do 
we find full recognition of the real sanctity of indus- 
try, economy, and. enterprise, or the real guilt of ex- 
travagance and indolence. Still the church givs most 
of her strength to laying down precepts which are 
not to be followed, except in monasteries and nun- 
neries. Thus she fails to giv people such help and 
advice as they really need. What we want is a mo- 
rality which will enlarge business life, and not try to 
cramp it; which will show people how. to amuse 
themselvs innocently, and not condemn all social 
pleasures indiscriminately ; which will make the home 
prized as the holy of holies—the true temple of God. 
It is consecration of this life and this earth that we 
need. We ask it of Christianity, and still she bids 
us renounce the world, the flesh, and tbe devil, make 
no attempt to lay up riches here on earth, abstain 
from all worldly pleasures, and strive to enter some 
unreal heaven hereafter, instead of making our best 
of the real heaven which social sympathies and family 
ties enable us to establish here. Morality is har- 
mony with our social relationships, our family ties. 
the demands of our business, and the needs of good 
government. Morality means making the best pos- 
sible use for our mental and physical growth, and for 
the happiness not only of ourselvs but of our neigh- 
bors, of all the opportunities given by social institu- 
tions, by family life, by possession of property, and 
by maintaining free government. The religion which 
disparages these holy opportunities and privileges 
may call: herself the friend of virtue. She is such a 
friend as the tamed bear in the fable who tries to 
brush off a fly from the forehead of his sleeping 
master, and cracks his skull. 

A second peculiarity of Christianity has been the 
importance it bas given to correctness. of belief. 
Thinking so much about God, Christ, and the devil, 
heaven, hell, and the sacraments, has led Christians 
to believe some views blessed and other views 
accursed. The view which is blessed in the eyes of 
one Christian is cursed in that of another; but all 
Christians, while they differ about whose view is the 
truth, agree that the truth, whatever it is, has a sav- 
ing efficacy. All honor Jesus, and each sect thinks 
its own mode of honor holy and all the others unholy. 
Neither Judaism nor any form of paganism has laid 
such stress on definit belief. Moslemism copied 
from Christianity the doctrin that he who happens to 
hold thé favorit creed is to be saved by his faith and 
his neighbors Jost by theirs. All Christian sects 
agree in this except the Unitarians, and even among 
them there hav been persecutions. Even Unitarians 
sometimes look at Infidels and unbelievers as vicious. 

Orthodox Protestants, like Catholics, treat heretics, 
skeptics, rationalists, and Freethinkers as natural 
enemies. But what is a heretic? A man who 
chooses for himself what to believe. Soa skeptic is 
aman who makes inquiries. A rationalist is a fol- 
lower of reason. That Freethinkers and Christians 
should be natural antagonists speaks for itself. The 
French hav a word, mécreant, for those hav given up 
Christianity. We hav taken that same word and 
made it English, as “miscreant.” Still preachers 
speak of science as their enemy, and they are right, 
for the victory of science means the destruction of 
all intolerance. We bav outgrown Torquemada. 
No more erusaders will gather to destroy whole 
cities, like Béziers, where forty thousand men, wo- 
men, ard children were massacred. together amid 
shouts of “ Kill all; God will know his own!" But 
the spirit which prompted these horrors has not 


passed away. It still survives in the creed sacred 
to the whole Church of England: “He therefore 
that will be saved must thus think of the Trinity.” 
This same spirit of persecution is sanctified by at- 
tributing: to Jesus the words: “He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved ; but he that believeth 
not shall be damned.” These baleful words are not 
in the best manuscripts, but there is reason to fear 
that even Jesus called those who would not listen to 
his disciples more guilty than the sinners of Sodom, 
and denounced refusal to accept his inspiration as the 
unpardonable sin not to be forgiven, neither in this 
world nor in the next. The Epistles and the Apoc 
alypse agree with the gospels in denouncing the 
wrath of God against ali heresy and unbelief. All 
this is simply hostil to mental activity, which we 
honor as one of the highest duties of men. 

We believe that we are morally bound to develop 
and strengthen our intellects. Jesus and the apostles 
did not. There is not a word in the New Testament 
to show that they thought a man has any intellectual 
duty, except to believe what they told him. They 
thought the best quality of the intellect was passiv 
receptivity: * Blessed are the poor in spirit,” “ Who 
soever shall not receive the kingdom of heaven as 
a little child, he shall not enter therein.” Remember 
how Paul sneers at “the opposition of science," and 
at *' philosophy falsely so-called.” All Greek wisdom 
was condemned by the apostle, as Jewish learning 
was by his master when he denounced lawyers and 
scribes. No wonder that the first great result of the 
establishment of Christianity was the Dark ages. I 
am coming back to evils already mentioned. Both 
these errors of Christianity, the insisting on faith as 
salvation, and the attempt to fit man for heaven 
rather than to make earth more fit for man, hav 
worked in this same way. They hav hindered 
knowledge and encouraged ignorance; they hav done 
this knowingly; and thus they hav been led, though 
unconsciously, to check virtue and suffer vice to 
grow unchecked. And this neglect of morality has 
been also fostered by the failure of the church to 
show proper reverence for the family or the state, 
and by the total neglect of Christianity to giv due 
honor to the business virtues, and show how well- 
adapted industry, prudence, and enterprise are to 
assist the development of still nobler qualities. I do 
not deny that Christianity has done good, but these 
evils outweigh all its benefits in my eyes. Iam glad 
of all the opposition made to it by organizations of 
Liberals under any name. I rejoice in all that is 
done by Freethinkers independently. I honor the 
great poets on our side, Shakspere, Goethe, Shelley, 
Swinburne, Emerson, Victor Hugo. I hail the prog- 
of science. Before that inevitable reign superstition 
and bigotry must pass away. F. M. Horraxp. 

—eor — —— 
Our Indian Problem. 

Having lived for twenty-eight years upon the 
“border,” and during that period traversed the 
entire region bounded by B.itish Columbia, the 
Rocky Mountains, Mexico, and the Pacific, I hav 
constantly been surprised that the “reservation 
system” continued to receive the sanction of our 
wise statesmen, when a critical analysis of what has 
been accomplished, compared with what was (or 
should hav been) intended, would hav pronounced 
that system a farce and a fraud—a farce so far as 
the Indians are concerned, and a fraud upon the 
people who support it. : ; 

Apprehending that the ultimate object sought is to 
bring Indians to adopt civilized modes of life, in 
order that they might subsist upon the products of 
a more limited area of territory, I hav wondered why 
a plan should hav been devised under which a colony 
of intelligent and industrious white families would 
inevitably degenerate into ignorant vagabonds in 
a few generations. That Indians can adapt them- 
selvs to civilized life is demonstrated by the fact that 
a few hav done so, not because of the plan, but in 
spite of it. Nomads rarely, if ever, abandon their 
modes of life voluntarily. The dolce far niente 
of such an existence has a charm not to be lightly 
broken; therefore few Indians will establish homes 
while a precarious subsistence can be obtained from 
the forest, the stream, and & herd of ponies, with an 
occasional “lift” from “Uncle Sam." And I will 


.here observe that this generous “uncle” has just 


completed a school-house, at a vast cost, that is 
ample to accommodate two hundred pupils, with 
boarding and lodging, on the “Colville reserve.” 

But this “uncle” did not take into consideration 
the influence of the Catholic mission near the school, 
or else he would hav built one suitable for about a 
score of pupils, unless, indeed, he intended to place 
the school under control of that “mission,” seeing 
that the “father” has not only set his own holy face 
against the school, but is doing all he can to set the 
Indians against it as well. He (the priest) has gone 
so far as to call a general assembly of the Indians for 
the purpose of choosing a chief to supersede Tonas- 
cut, the present great chief of the reservation, and 
recognized as such by the Indian Department, simply 
because it was through Tonascut’s efforts that the 
school was established, and because Tonascut is wise 
enough tọ desire a secular school instead of 9 


parochial one. I prophesy that the priest will win 
the game, i.¢., that either the Catholic church will 
control the school and absorb its revenues, or else 
there will be no attendance worth mentioning. This 
kind of strife is the legitimate result of the “ reserva- 
tion system.” The general scramble for the golden 
eggs which the reservation “goose” Jays leaves little . 
time to he devoted to the true interests of either the 
Indians or the government. 

The remedy for the defects in the reservation 
system is the abolition of reservations. 

The solution of the “problem” lies in the idea 

embodied in the phrase, “lands ín severalty." but 
that idea has not yet been fully realized even in 
theory, because its advocates are still hampered by 
reservation shackles. The “lands in severalty " idea 
must not mean “lands in severalty” within the limits 
of the present reservations, with all the appendages 
of agents, farmers, doctors, teamsters, etc., ete. The 
abolition must be absolcte. Not a trace of the 
present system must remain. The Indians must be 
permitted, nay, caused, or forced, if you please, to 
take lands anywhere off, as well as on, reserved terri- 
tory. : 
All tribal relations must cease, and the individuals 
scattered far and wide. They must not be permitted 
to herd together in Indian communities, as they will 
cling to the traditions and habits of savage life, and 
adopt only the vices of civilization, brought to them 
by the generally low, vicious white men who are 
found herding with them. 

The change must be radical and complete wherever 
“lands in severalty” is adopted. i 

The Indians must pass from federal to state or 
territorial control, and be governed and protected by 
the same laws that govern and protect their neigh- 
bors. The children must be taught in the same 
schools with the white children, and grow up, just 
as hundreds of half-breeds are now growing in many 
places, to be respected members of society. This is 
the only solution that is possible, except gradual 
extermination, as at present practiced by the “reser- . 
vation system,” which, in a few more years, will not 
leave enough Indians to employ the energies, talents, 
morality, and honesty of one “Indian agent.” 

Colville, Wash. Ter. V. ARIER. 

—— er 
Has Cupid Hit our Brother? 
Peter Eckler m the Ironclad Aae. 

I fully indorse your commendation of the merit of the 
“descriptiv writing” of George E. Macdonald, and recall 
with pleasure his description of a carriage ride in New 
Hampshire, which was printed in Tag Trota SesKeR of Sept. 
11. 1886. 

On this interesting occasion George ingenuously admits 
that he did not go out riding alone. He admits the presence 
of a companion—uses in a general wav some complimentary 
words about the girls of New Hampshire, and seems to hav 
returned from tbe trip in à happy and contented state of 
mind. Everything seemed to him joyous and pleasant. He 
88y8 : 

I liked the lo^ka of New Hampshire this year better than ever 
before, The farms were greener, the barns were fuller than last 
year; people appeared more cheerful. I got the same horse and 
carriage I hed 1n other years. The carriage rode easier, and the 
old borse had grown more contemplativ. He is a thoughtful beast, 
Going up hill he stopped often to think, and having come to a cons 
clusion, be would take a long breath and go on again. I imagined 
it took him longer to make up bis mind than previonslv. Hie fore- 
lega hav got «prung a little our of perpendicular, [ should say 
they would fit pretty closely the inside of a barrel stave. His 
appetite, I was granfied to observe, remained unimpaired. I gave 
him his own way,an t the epider spun his web undisturbed between 
the whip and the dashboard. 

We are Jeft in complete ignorance as to the identity of the 
party of the second part on this memorable excursion. On 
this point our writer is provokingly reticent. Weonly know 
that on that day 

The hours they flew on angels’ wings, 
and that afterward George became a dreamer. His favorit 
place for dreaming was under an apple-tree on the old home- 
stead wbere he had passed his childhood. He says: 

I sat under the old apple-tree in the dooryard, where we naed to 
rol] about when we were boys. The tree ir dead and furnishes 
hardly auy shade; 80 I mat in the any and watched the summer 
elanda go over, like shi-s sailing in the skv, The old times came . 
back, ond old familiar faces clustered around. and I saw them heat 
with closed eyes. The hum of bees and the drone of vagrant flies 
sonnded now as then, + nd with their music came memories. floating 
drifting, ap; earing, and disappearing, J'ke things seen through a 
glass reversed- distant but distinct. Thus I raw mv frienda not 
only as thev are now. bnt as I knew them then: not onl* thore who 
anll walk the earth, but those. who hav &nnk back to that dream- 
lers sleep from which they firsat awakened on this life. S8» under 
the apple-tree I dozed and dreamed. , 

I think no reader will deny the beauty and merit of the ` 
above extract, and that all will heartily indorse your gener- 
ous praise of Macdonald’s writings. He writes naturally 
feelingly, truthfully. : . i : 

There is. however, another view of this subject which, 
while it does not detract from the beauty of Macdonald's 
style, may serve to render it in this instance still more 
interesting. . À 7 

Whenever a young writer and printer from New York is 
satisficd to go riding, with a Chosen companion, behind a 
“contemplativ and thoughtful” old horse in New Hamp- 
shire, and allow the "spider to spin his web undisturbed 
between the whip and the dashboard "— whenever he seems 
willing, like little Sally Waters, to sit in the sun and listen 
with closed eyes to the humming bees and droning flies, and 
there doze and dream, we may mistrust why this is thus. 
We may suspect that the artful pagan god, with the silver 
bow. called Cupid by mortals, has again launched an unerr- 
ing dart. . ? 

On this subject, however, I will not furtber digress. but 
close by repeating your remark that such descripiions as 
George give us are most admirable.” Ju this weary hum- 
drum world it is surely a relief to listen to the 

Sounds and sweet airs that giv delight and hurt not, 
and to recall the old scenes, the old times, and the old 
friends of our childhood, i 
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Religion in Young Massachusetts. 

Fifty years ago the estimation of Americans of 
“ our forefathers” ranked them all as saints, and their 
glory was sung and chanted without cessation. A 
critic of the Puritans was eyed askance, and berated 
as a heretic. This was because the true history of 
Massachusetts had been skilfully concealed, only a 
few antiquarians having the smallest conception of 
the real state of affairs existing in the Puritan colony. 
Once in a while, however, some public speaker hunted 
up a few facts and divulged them; then some his- 
torian revealed a few more, and gradually the halo 
around the pilgrims’ heads was found to be of a rather 
moonshiny character. To-day, if one wants a simile 
for meanness, for bigotry, for intolerance, for cold- 
blooded cruelty, he quotes the Massachusetts Puri- 
tans. 

In Brook Adams’s “Emancipation of Massachu- 
, Betis," just published by Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 
we hav a revelation that ought toremove the pilgrims 
forever from the role of martyrs and heroes, and 
place them in a deserved pillory, scorned by the 
whole world. No historical work that we hav read 
recently excites such feelings of contempt for the 
period of which it treats as this book by Mr. Adams, 
which follows the religious development of the Pur- 
itans from Plymouth rock to the Revolution. And 
while Mr. Brooks closed the story too early—for it 
was not until 1833 that the legal separation of church 
and state in Massachusetts was effected, and even 
now the separation is not fully complete—yet he givs 
enough to show that Christianity superimposed upon 
undeveloped and intolerant people makes the worst 
and most cruel despotism possible. 


The first compilation of laws made for the govern- 


ment of the colonists contained a penal code copied 
word for word from the Pentateuch. These were in- 
corporated in what was—most ironically, it seems to 
us of the present day—called “The Body of Lib- 
erties,” the work of the Rev. Mr. Ward, pastor of 
Ipswich. The influence and power lay entirely with 
the clergy, who as early as 1631 had enacted a law 
that no man should be admitted as a member of the 


body politic unless he was first a member of the 
church. The town meetings, therefore, became at 
once church meetings, and the government was 
purely theocratic. The minister stood at the head of 
the congregation, and molded it to do his ‘will. He 
held the key to the situation in holding the power to 
admit to membership in the church. The temporal 
power was entirely in their hands. They were the 
arbitrators between the magistrates and the deputies, 
and their decisions were based upon religion. One 
question asked of one of these ministerial boards was 
* whether a judge be bound to pronounce such sen- 
tence as a positiv law prescribes, in case it be appar- 
ently above or beneath the merit of the offense?” 
The answer of the ministers was that the punishment 
should. fit the crime, and the example adduced was 
this: “So any sin committed with a high hand, as 
the gathering of sticks on the Sabbath day, may be 
punished with death when a lesser punishment may 
serve for gathering sticks privily and in some need.” 
It will be seen from this that the clergy early trained 


the people in hypocrisy as well as cruelty. In 1635] 


it was enacted that no church should be formed by 
anyone without first securing the consent of the 
“elders of the greater part of the churches of this 
jurisdiction.” Thus was conformity secured; it was 
made permanent afterward by giving the magistrate 
power to “put forth his coerciv power [on “schismat- 
ical churches”] as the matter shall require.” In 
1648 they adopted the Westminster Confession 
of Faith, and were then provided with all the essen- 
tials of religion. The clergy were in full power; the 
laws had been made to suit them; the religious 
standard adopted by which to gage all professions; 
and, as the last measure needed by the clergy, the 


building of meeting-houses was forbidden without 
leave from the town or the general court, both of 
which meant the ministers. 
then, was the vassal of his .priest, and Winthrop, 
whom Mr. Adams calls the most enlightened magis- 
trate the ecclesiastical party ever had, was so much a 


The New Englander, 


slave that he wrote: *I honored a faithful minister 
in my heart, and could hav kissed his feet.” The 


clergy paid no taxes, and were not amenable to criti- 
cism. For saying “she had as lief hear a cat mew” 
as Mr. Shepherd preach, Ursula Cole was sentenced 
to pay a fine of five pounds or be whipped. In those 
days five pounds were equivalent to between $125 
and $150 now. 


The ministers tolerated not the 
slightest opposition even from their most devoted re- 
tainers, and were not satisfied with the submissivness 


of their flocks unless they publicly wept when the 


minister administered admonition and reproof from 
the pulpit. 

From this point on to the Revolution were enacted 
those scenes of cruelty which must everlastingly dis- 
grace American history and the name of Puritan. 
Burning with fanaticism and love of power, the min- 
isters regarded persecution of heretics as duty they 
owed to Christ and to the state. * The good that is 
brought to princes and subjects,” said John Cotton, 
“by the due punishment of apostate seducers and 
idolaters and blasphemers is manifold.” “ All 
motive,” writes Mr. Adams, “ combined to drive them 
headlong into cruelty; for in the breasts of the 
larger number even the passion of bigotry was cool 
beside the malignant hate they felt for those whose 
opinions menaced their earthly power and dominion ; 
and they never wearied of exhorting the magistrates 
to destroy the enemies of the church." The funda- 
mental principles of the theocracy, therefore, were 
persecution of opponents and death for heretics. 
One of the earliest laws punished blasphemy by 
death, and special punishments were devised for 
Antinomians, Baptists, Quakers, and other sectaries, 


such as fine, imprisonment, branding, whipping, 


mutilation, banishment, and hanging. A few of the 
cases of persecution which Mr. Adams has dug from 
ancient records will serve as examples of the hun- 
dreds and thousands that occurred. Of the Anti- 
nomians they were: 


** John Wheelwright, banished. -He was sent to Piscataqua 
—yet ‘it was marvelous he got thither at that time, by 
reason of the deep snow in which he might hav perished.’ 
Twelve others were given leave to depart ‘ or abide the action 
of this court; others were disfranchised, and fifty-eight of 
the party were disarmed in Boston alone.’ 

** Anne Hutchinson was banished, with her family, only to 
be slain by the Indians. = 

“For threatening to appeal to Parliament against the 
theocracy, Dr. Childe was fined £200; John Smith, £100; 
John Dand, £200; Tho.: Burton, £100; Samuel Maverick, 
£100, and fora technical offense, an additional £50. A cgr- 


penter named Joy was kept in irons four or five days for the 
same crime, and was released only when ‘he humbled him- 
self for meddling in: matters belonging not to him, and 
blessed God for these irons upon his legs, hoping they should 
do him good while he lived; ” 


In 1644 the General Court “ordered and agreed” 
that all who opposed the baptizing of infants should 
be banished. This law was vigorously opposed, but 
it stood, though the court sometimes commuted the 
punishment to whipping. But Henry Dunster, for 
refusing to baptize his infant, was driven from his. 
home, “to die in poverty and neglect.” 


** For protesting against an ‘ unrighteous act’ of his pastor, 
and turning Baptist, Obediah Holmes received thirty lashes 
with a three-thonged whip. 

** John Speer, who sympathized with Obediah Holmes, 
was put in prison. 

** On the 27th of May, 1688, Jho. Gould, William Turner, 
and John Farnum, * turbulent Annabaptists, were banished 
under pain of perpetual imprisonment. They did not leave, 
and lay in jail about a year, then escaping, but were again 
seized, and died of the cruelties inflicted.” 


‘How many Baptists were prosecuted, says Mr. 
Adams, is not known; “this much, however, is cer- 
tain, they not only continued. contumacious, but 
persecution added to their numbers.” Thirteen of 
the most influential dissenting ministers in England 
wrote their Massachusetts brethren, begging them 
to désist, lest they should be made to suffer in 
retaliation, but this remonstrance was unheeded. 
The first meeting-house built by Baptists was seized 
by a marshal, and they were obliged to fight for its 
possession. A number of the congregation were 
summoned to court, admonished, and forbidden to 
meet in any public place. 

The persecution of the Quakers began with their 
appearance in Boston. Mr. Adams givs its chronol- 
ogy as follows: 


1656, July. First Quakers came to Boston. 

1656, 14th Oct. First act against Quakers passed. Pro- 
viding that ship-masters bringing Quakers should be fined 
£100. Quakers to be whipped and imprisoned till expelled. 
Importers of Quaker books to be fined. Any defending ` 
Quaker opinions to be fined, first offense, 40s.; second, £4; ` 
third, banishment. 

1657, 14th Oct. By a supplementary act; Quakers return- 
ing after one conviction for first offense, for men, loss of one - 
ear; imprisonment till exile. Second offense, loss other ear, 
like imprisonment. For females, first offense, whipping, 
imprisonment. Second offense, idem. Third offense, men 
and women alike; tongue to be bored with a hot iron, 
imprisonment, exile, 

1658. In this year Rev. John Norton activly exerted him- 
self to secure more stringent legislation; procured petition 
to that effect to be presented to court. 

1658, 19th Oct. Enacted that undomiciled Quakers return- 
ing from banishment should be hanged. Domiciled Quakers 
upon conviction, refusing to apostatize, to be banished, 
under pain of death on return. 

Under this act the following persons were hanged : 

‘1659, 27th Oct. Robinson and Stevenson hanged. 

1660, 1st June. Mary Dyer hanged. (Previously con- 
demned, reprieved, and executed for returning.) 

1660-1661, 14th March. William Leddra hanged. 

` 1661, June. Wenlock: Christison condemned to death ; 
released. 

1661, 28d May. "Vagabond act. Any person convicted 
before a county magistrate of being an undomiciled or vaga- 
bond Quaker to be stripped naked to the middle, tied to the 
cart’s-tail, and flogged from town to town to the border. 
Domiciled Quakers to be proceeded against under act of 
1658 to banishment, and then treated as vagabond Quakers. 
The death penalty was still preserved, but not enforced. 

1661; 9th Sept. King Charles II. wrote to Governor 
Endicott, directing the cessation of corporal punishment in 
regard to Quakers, and ordering the accused to be sent to 
England for trial. . 

1661, 27th Nov. Vagabond act suspended. 

1662, 28th June. The company's agents, Bradstreet and 
Norton, received from the king his letter of pargon, etc., 
wherein, howeyer, Quakers are excepted from the demand 
made for religious toleration. 

1662, 8th Oct. Encouraged by the above letter the Vaga- 
bond law revived. 

1664-5, 15th March. Death of John Endicott. Belling- 
ham governor. Commissioners interfere on behalf of Quakers 
in May. The persecution subsides. A 

1672, 8d Nov. Persecution revived by passage of law 
punishing persons found at Quaker meeting by fine or 
imprisonment and flogging. Also fining constables for 
neglect in making arrests and giving one-third the fine to 
informers. 

In July, 1656, Mary Fisher and Ann Austin arrived in 
Boston from England before any law was made against the 
Quakers. They were placed in jail, stripped naked, and 
afterward'sent back to England. The jailer kept their bed 
and Bible for his fee. 

. Nicholas Upshall, for condemning the Quaker law, was 
banished. 

Sarah Gibbons and Dorothy Waugh, Quakers, were 
whipped and kept three days in the house of correction 
without food. 

George Wilson was flogged at the cart's-tail with so severe a 
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whip that the Quakers wanted to buy it ** to send to England 
for the novelty of the cruelty.” 

Elizabeth Hooton and Joan Brooksup were driven into the 
wilderness and there left. They escaped to the Barbadoes. 
Elizabeth Hooton returned to Boston with a license from the 
king to buy a house. She was imprisoned, and sentenced to 
be whipped through three towns. At Cambridge she was 
tied to a whipping-post and received ten lashes with a three- 
stringed whip; at Watertown she received ten more stripes 
with rods of willow; at Dedham, ten more blows were given 
her. Then she was carried into the wilderness and left at 
night among wolves and bears. 

John Liddal and Thomas Newhouse were whipped through 
three towns. Surviving his punishment, Newhouse was 
again whipped. 

William Leddra and Wenlock Christison were hanged. 

The Rev. John Rayrer ordered Magistrate Richard Walden 

to whip Anne Coleman, Mary Tompkins, and Alice Ambrose, 
at the cart’s-end through Dover, Hampton, Salisbury, New- 
bury, Rowley, Ipswich, Wenham, Lynn, Boston, Roxbury, 
and Dedham, and on a very cold day Walden ‘‘ caused 
these women to be stripp’d naked from tbe middle upward, 
and tyed to a cart, and after .a while cruelly whipp'd them, 
whilst the priest stood and looked, and laughed at it. 
. They went with the executioner to Hampton, and through 
dirt and snow at Salisbury, half way the leg deep, the con- 
stable forced them after the cart’s tayl at which he whipp'd 
them." : 

And so the horrible recital goes on, page after 

page, until one grows sick and faint at reading the 
barbarities practiced. in the name of Christ by the 
early settlers of Massachusetts, dominated in every 
thought and action by the priests. It is not as 
though these outrages were the acts of a few irre- 
sponsible fanatics, for whom the church had no 
responsibility; the blame cannot be shifted in this 
way, in spite of the numerous attempts to do so by 
succeeding clergymen who, like Increase Mather, hav 
deliberately lied about them. It was the settled 
policy of the church to drive out contradicting 
sectaries and doubting heretics. Even Episcopalians, 
Church of England members, were sent back with a 
warning that no Episcopalianism was wanted around 
Boston. 
all the persecutions, and controled the magistrates 
as fully as they did the communicants. It was 
church work—all of it—as entirely as were the 
sermons and prayers. All measures with them were 
for the “honor of the gospel” and the “prosperity 
of instituted churches.” Both of these cant phrases 
meant, the welfare and power of the ministers, to 
maintain which the people must be in subjection in 
all spiritual and temporal affairs. To accomplish 
these the Roman church never worked. harder, 
meaner, or more cruelly than did the Protestant 
clergy of New England. 

The relics of their reign are still numerous. They 
are found on the statute books of most of the states ; 
seen in the practice of the courts, and in the conduct 
of Christians toward unbelievers. 

The clergy to-day are making vigorous, if not 
entirely successful, efforts to preserve the “ pre- 
rogativs of the cloth "——prerogativs. handed down to 
them from the archaic age when the priest was the 
lawgiver, the physician, the one supremely favored 
mortal—-exempt from all burdens and the recipient 
of slavish homage, of debasing respect, and degrading 
adulation. s 

It is well, every now and then, to show the fellows 
up, or they might form the impression that the 

. world is ignorant of their rascalities. 
$$ 


Mr. Davis and Mr. Reynolds. 


The Rev. William F. Davis, the crank preacher 
who insisted on using Boston Common as a church, 
has been sentenced to one year in prison. This 
heavy sentence was imposed because it was not his 
first offense, as he had been reprimanded on one 
previous occasion, and lightly fined on another, for 
the same offense. The trouble with Mr. Davis was 
that he arrogantly claimed that he had a right to do 
just as he pleased everywhere because he preached 
Christianity. 

Many papers are now exclaiming against the 
sentence, characterizing ib as an outrage on religious 
liberty. This is not so. Mr. Davis was arrested for 
violating a city ordinance in collecting a crowd on 
the Common, and not for anything he said. We 
notice, moreover, that the same journals which de- 
nounce the prosecution of Mr. Davis are the same 
which chuckled over the arrest of Mr. Reynolds, and 
declaimed against him while upholding the authori- 
ties. Yet Mr. Reynolds’s is the only case of the two 
in which religious freedom was outraged. Mr. Rey- 
nolds spoke on his own property, and invaded no 
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one’s right. 
property as his own, and thereby invaded the rights 
of every person in Boston. Mr. Reynolds was ar- 
rested for what he said; Mr. Davis for where he said 
it. . Mr. Réynolds acknowledged the rights of others, 
respected them, and made his missionary meeting a 
purely private affair for those who chose to hear him. 
Mr. Davis ignored the rights of everybody but him- 
self, claiming that, as he was a missionary of 
Jehovah, he had rights superior to all others, and 
that they must hear him whether or no. But because 
Mr. Reynolds was teaching heresy to Christianity, 
the press abused him and justified his arrest. Be- 
cause Mr. Davis was teaching what Mr. Reynolds 
was exposing, the press call his arrest an outrage on 
religious freedom. The deductions to be made from 


this are clearly apparent. 
— 99-99 ——————— 


The Difference. 


The grandmotherly personage who writes letters 
from the City Hall signed Abraham Hewitt, mayor, 
stopped all raffles at the Anti-Poverty party's fair 
held in this city last week, but allowed the “ church 
of the Sacred Heart" to conduct about a dozen lot- 
teries for the benefit of the priest of the parish. 

The principal difference between these fairs was 
that one was held by people who did all they could 
to defeat Mr. Hewitt’s election for mayor last fall, 
‘and the other was held by orthodox Catholics who 
always.vote the Tammany Hall ticket with their eyes 
shut. No doubt Mr. Hewitt could see in Henry 
George’s lotteries demoralization of the very worst 
kind. But in the other one the sharpest-eyed argus 
in the whole mythical or political world could see 
nothing but beneficient works for the Lord’s sake. 

It's funny what.a difference some things make to 
some men. . : 
et 

Go Buy a Judge! 

In completion of the bargain which the Galveston 
News seems to hav made with puritanical Judge 
Cook, to the effect that it would support the Sunday 
laws if allowed to break them itself, its managing 
editor has been arrested, taken before Judge Cook on 
a habeas corpus, and discharged. The legal accusa- 
tion against him was that he forced his employees to 
labor on Sunday. The Jaw bearing on his case is 
article 183 : 

** Any person who shall hereafter labor, or compel, force, 
or oblige his employees, workmen, or apprentices to labor on 
Sunday, shall be fined not less than ten nor more than fifty 
dollars." 

The next article of the law exempts from the 
penalties of this article a large number of occupa- 
tions regarded as necessary, but newspaper work is 
not among them. The only provision relating to 
newspapers is that they may be sold at all hours of 
the day. Mr. Lowe was defended by Lawyer T. J. 
Ballinger, who made a first-rate speech in spots, and 
where it was not first-rate it was ingenious. It was, 
however, a quibble for Sunday newspapers alone, but 
contained much able pleading for Mr. Belo’s right to 
pursue his commercial transactions on Sunday, pro- 
tected from competing amusement furnishers by the 
strictest kind of & prohibitory tariff. The scheme is 
very ingenious, indeed, and we recommend it to all 
newspaper editors. All they hav to do is to buy a 
judge—the Sunday laws are already enacted—and 
agree with him to shut up everything but newspaper 
offices and the churches, and presto! the road to 
riches is open. As a relief from the sermons the 
people will buy the newspapers, and their circulation 
wil grow so large that they can save the salary 
of the affidavit man! The combination promises 
untold possibilities. 

We should like to hav seen this issue between the 
fanatics and the people fought out squarely and 
honestly away down in Texas. We should like to 
hav seen the News come to the front and fight the 
fight for liberty as vigorously, at least, as it fought 
Parson Briggs, of the Texas Christian Advocate, 
because he accused one of the Mews reporters of 
lying. But we search in vain for any intimation in 
Mr. Ballinger's argument that the Sunday law is an 
alliance of church and state, in which the state plays 
eat's-paw for the priests; we look in vain for any 
indignant reminder to the court that the fanatics 
should attend to their own business and leave honest 
men alone; and we are disappointed when we look 
for a single word to show that the News cares a 
penny for any more liberty than is granted in the 
permission to make and sell newspapers on Sunday, 
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As a hucksterer of current Texas items the News is 
a success; as a defender of popular rights it is a 
gigantic failure. 

But, then, its Sunday edition will contain the 
advertisments of all the pious shopkeepers of Gal- 
veston, and that is a great thing! 

a o e e 
Editorial Notes. 


Mr. NATHANIEL Jarvis, JR., clerk of the naturalization 
bureau, has just been investigated, and his accounts are $650 
shprt. Mr. Jarvis is the gentleman who, a year ago, de- 
clined to receive Bohemian Rabitscheck’s affirmation of al- 
legiance to the United States on the ground that the applicant 
was an Atheist, and would not make a good citizen. This is 
one of the cases that do not require comment. 


We wonder if it occurred to the readers of last week’s 
TRUTH SEEKER, as it did to the Editor, when he had got the 
matter ready for the pressman, that, on the whole, Tux 
TnurH SEEKER is favored beyond most papers in its corps of 
contributors. There is ‘Dr. Oswald, keen philosopher and 
scientist, giving us the best of his thoughts and historic re- 
searches, which other journals would hav to pay him royally 
for, and would gladly do it if his thoughts were not so her- 
etical. In the same issue Mr. F. M. Holland, author of the 
most scholarly history of Freethought, one of the ablest 
thinkers and writers around Boston, tears to pieces the 
economical theories of another equally eminent gentleman, 
Mr. Denslow, for years editor of a great daily. Then came 
Mr. Putnam, jolly and jubilant, describing unpoetic fields 
with poetic fire, until hearouses an enthusiasm in the reader 
akin to his own. Following him the practical Reynolds, 
plain of speech and strong of blow, setting down the good 
and bad hotels impartially, but with malice for none; then 
‘Edgeworth, a bookworm and linguist of wide repute, pos- 
sessing technical knowledge almost without end; fifth, the 
Quixotic, dogmatic, and illogical but sincere Malcolm, 
always wanting to do good; sixth, Mr. Burnham, the fin- 
ished orator and writer, a minister in the past, now a 
preacher of the present, acute in reasoning, strong in state- 
ment, and implacable in hostility to error; and seventh, 
*'Billington"—a name assumed by a gentleman who has stood 
high in theological circles and governmental positions, but 
who now devotes his energies to showing up shams as only 
he can do it—and one of the most incisiv and forceful men 
in the country. If these men had been gathered in some 
scientific or literary monthly with a big name—where most 
if not all of them are often met with—the daily press would 
hav had paragraphs saying ‘‘the —— magazine for October 
15th is occupied by a number of uncommonly strong writers,” 
and the editor of the magazine would be happy as the 
presses were kept busy printing edition after edition. But 
these are not all who make Tue TRUTH SEEKER valuable. 
The outspoken sentiments and plain matter-of-fact recitals 
by the friends who write short letters to their favorit paper, 
telling which lecturer last visited them and how they liked 
him, and when another was expected there; or letting the 
Liberal world know what deviltry the Christians of their 
neighborhood are up to; or penning obituaries pathetic be- 
cause sincere; or instructing some other correspondent, or 
saying a good word for the persecuted of the family—these 
compose a feature no other paper has, and make a bond of 
union which is the life and strength of Liberalism. Together 
with the Children's Corner, and a few minor beauties thrown 
in, we think Taz Trurn Szexer is a good journal for Lib- 
erals to patronize. If they did but know it, they are getting 
through our columns the best thoughts of the best men of the 
century. ; 

o 
New Editions of Books, and New Prices for Old Books. 

A new edition of Prof. Felix Oswald's ‘‘Secret of the 
East" is now in press, and will be issued shortly. Price one 
dollar. 

The price of Gibbon's ‘‘ History of Christianity " has been 
reduced by the publisher from two dollars to a dollar and a 
half. It is a necessary book for every Freethinker. Mr. 
Eckler has also cut the price of ** Voltaire's Romances" from 
two dollars in cloth to a dollar and a half, and in paper to 
one dollar. Half calf, or half morocco, marbled edges, is 
still four dollars. We can supply them promptly. : 

The Motto card, ‘Reason is a Better Guide than Fear," 
has been changed by the publishers to ‘‘ Reason is the Lamp 
of the Mind.” The former is no longer on sale; the latter 
can be supplied to all at twenty-five cents each. 

Saladin's ** God and His Book” is on band from London, 
the six pamphlets gathered into one book, cloth bound, and 
selling for a dollar and a half. It is worth ten dollars to 
every Freethinker who likes to ‘‘ corner the parson.” 

Mrs. Anna Zimmerman writes to Mrs. Slenker that she is 
delighted with ‘‘ Little Lessons,” as it is all for assimilation 
by the children, and is not padded out as children's books 
are apt to be. Echoes Jin Sunny Land regards it as ** just 
the book for children." Mrs. Zimmerman also regards 
* John’s Way,” another of Mrs. Slenker’s works, as ''the 
best of books.” 

Thomas Paine’s works stil] hold their own with the Liberal 
reading public, and we are printing new editions of the “‘ Age 
of Reason," and ‘‘Common Sense.” Since Mr. Bennett pur. 
chased the plates of Paine's books we hav sold a great many 
thousands of them, and expect to sell more. We presume 
Thomas Paine is responsible for the Infidelity of more people 
than any other man except Col. Robert G. Ingersoll. 

A new edition of Winwood Reade’s ‘‘ Martyrdom of Man” 
is in press, and will be completed in time for the fall trade, 
and for winter reading. There is no book on our list which 
we can more cheerfully recommend than this, 
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- Zetters from Sriends. 


Newport, ME., Oct. 2, 1887. 
-' Mr. Eprror: Is there no one of all your many corre- 
. Spondents that has any remarks or words of commendation 
for the truly inspiring words of your correspondent ** Al- 
haza,” of Lexington, Ky.? Read those grand words: ‘A 
gift at every poor man’s door will cause him to follow the 
giver ;” and, ‘‘ Do people crave excitement? Let there be 
a holy rush toward the abodes of wretchedness.” The 
whole letter is full of grand inspiration. If the writer will 
send me his, or her, address, I would be pleased to send a 

paper. SEWARD MITOHELL. 


Napa Crry, CAL., Sept. 30, 1887. 
Mr. Epor: I like your paper so well that I can’t well 
refuse to renew my subscription, and Heston’s pictures so 
perfectly represent the Bible characters that they are a treas- 
ure within themselvs. They speak and convey ideas to the 
minds of many much more effectivly than any written de- 
scriptions of the same subjects. I hav delayed a little in 
order to get a new subscriber to join us. He has been 
raised, and always lived, under the shadows of the orthcdox 
church, ard you know it takes a man and a manly effort to 
break the shackles. I feel that he possesses all the qualities 
of a true man, and I am sure he will hereafter be an inde- 

pendent thinker. R. F. GRIGSBY. 


REDDIOK, ILL., Oct. 1, 1887. 
Mer. Eprror: Tae TRUTH SEEKER of last week came 
promptly to hand. and its contents were duly assimilated. I 
like it better every week. I read the Boston Investigator 
and also the well-named /ronclad Age. ` l 
If every individüal of this lovely little planet of ours would 
go aboard one of these grand old vessels they would verily 
outride the storms of superstition, bigotry, and ignorance. 
They never founder at sea nor get overloaded; they are 
three of the stanchest ships that plow the sea of science and 
reform. My word for it, read those three papers, and you 
will never be left in the slough of doubt and disappointment. 
Long may they fioat and their banners wave! I hope to see 
some or all of Taz TRUTH SEEKER attachés at the Congress at 

Chicago. C. B. HUNTER. 


Sunset, Texas, Sept. 29, 1887. 
Mx. Epiror: In reply to your notice I inclose $3 for con- 
tinuation of Taz TRUTH SEEKER from October 27th one 
-year. The funds would hav been sent without the notice, 
for I cannot do without the inspired weekly instalments of 
Tne TRUTH Seeker. I like every part of the paper; can 
tolerate even Friend Grabill John Bushel has aroused a 
tiger in a Baptist brother out here, who says he will write to 
him and make him take back assertions made in THz TRUTH 
SzEkER of September 10th entitled, ** Wonderful Absurdi- 
ties,” page 579. The book, '* Men, Women, and Gods,” I 
bought of you started out on an errand of mercy. One man 
who got it read it and sent it on, but paid me for the book. 
I don’t know where it is now, but, Speed the journey! is all 
Tve got to say. ‘‘ Bible Morals” has gone where the wind 
listeth. So may it be. : 
` I send seventy-five cents for ‘‘ Christianity a Reward for 
Crime,” ** Bible Fabrications Refuted,” ‘‘ The Origin of the 
Christian Bible,” and a ‘‘ A Vindication of Masonic Right;” 
also ** The Public Schools and the Catholic Church.” 
Harriet Davis. 


SnonomisH, W su. TERR., Sept 26, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: Circumstances—the loss of my home, my 
ill-health, etc.—compelled me, to my great regret, to leave 
Kansas, which I did with a heavy heart. Please send my 
TaurH SEEKER to this post-office instead of Columbus, Kan. 
I am treated very kindly here by J. 8. Martin, your corre- 
spondent and advocate, and others. This is a favorable 
region for the light of truth and humanity to spread and 
fiourish. Many who ‘came here from the creed-bound and 
priest-ridden East left behind them much mental darkness 
and error, and are transplanted to a region more favorable to 
the growth and ascension of manhood. This region is a 
great contrast to and complement of the Kansas prairie 
region—too much wood and water here, too little there. 
The many Freethinkers here need organizing, need to be 
brought to the surface, and brought into relations and con- 
ditions where they will speak out and work for the true and 
the good like my friend. Martin. The League formed here 
by Mr. Putnam has been promising, but its growth and pros- 
perity will depend upon the zeal and contributions and 
work of its individual members. It is the constant every- 
day work and coóperation of all the members of this or any 
other Secular Union, and not the temporary spasmodic ex- 
citement of a particular occasion, which will assure perpetual 
growth and success. J. H. Coox. 


RooursTER, N. Y., Sept. 80, 1887. 
When one i8 right, one cannot be tog radical; when wrong; too 
conservativ.—Thomas Paine, 


That government ia best that governs least. —TA^omas Jefferson. 

Mz. Epitor: If there is truth in the above sentences, the 
people and their masters, the law-makers (but chosen as 
servants)—hav they heeded it? Why do we need masters or 
law-makers? Isit not because we hav been falsely educated 
from time immemorial that we need the government of one 
over another instead of learning that we should be a law 
unto and’ governing ourselvs instead of others? Elmina 
says, in THE TRUTH SEEKER of June 11th: “ Here am I in 
bonds becuuse I tried to learn, teach, and educate; because 
I sought earnestly for facts and gave freely of them.” Is 
not the idea (government), as I hav above stated, put in 
force, the cause of her prosecution and persecution? Is she 
right in her efforts to learn, teach, and edycate? If so, can 


she be too radical? Can she be too earnest ‘and activ in her 
efforts to remove all that causes suffering, misery, and 
wrong in and to the human race? Is not knowledge our 
greatest, highest, and best god, and obedience thereto our 
savior and only savior? If so, should we not. sustain and 
encourage Elmina and all other teachers of truth in their en- 
deavors, instead of prosecuting and persecutingthem ? My 
observation and experience hav shown me there is great suf- 
fering and wrong in the human race, and there can be no 
effect without a cause. If Elmina is seeking for the cause 
of this suffering, and endeavoring to remove it, should not 
all assist and sustain her in her holy and pure efforts? I for 
one think we should. ABNER J. PoPE. 


. Fart River, Kan., Oct. 4, 1887. 

Mz. Epiron: In Tat TRUTA SEEKER of September 24th, 
Brother Kelso prefaces his letter with the question, ''Is 
there any such a thing as Liberalism?’ (Answer, Yes.) 
** If there is, what is it?” 

It- is Liberalism to search for f;cís, and, having found 
them, to follow whithersoever they lead. If these facts 
make myth and fable of the account of creation as found in 
Genesis, and substitute instead the order of creation as 
revealed in the science of geology, stand by the facts. It is 
much better to hav a small belief, predicated on facts, than 
to hava huge belief, founded on myths, fables, and false- 
hoods. : "v 

If the facts prove that Adam and Eve were not our first: 
parents; that the story about the garden of Eden, the fall of 
man, ànd the so-called plan of redemption, are unscientific, 
unphilosophical, and foolish, it is Liberalism to discard these 
myths, and, whenever occasion demands, ‘‘speak out in 
meeting.” l 

If the facts in history, sound philosophy, and reason 
prove that every man is his own redeemer; that all the 
Christs and saviors are myths;. that the only salvation from 
sin is to stop sinning; that hell and heaven, at best, are con- 
ditions, and not localities ; that the ** universe as it is? is the 
only creator, it is Liberalism to follow the facts, and assert 
our belief accordingly whenever good taste or intellectual 
independence demands. . $ 

It is Liberalism to allow each individual the fullest exer- 
cise of his intellectual and moral powers, the fullest freedom 
of thought and speech, always having due. regard for the 
happiness, the rights, of others. 

It is Liberalism to eradicate from ourselvs egotism, selfish- 
ness, sordidness, sensuality, and lead pure lives, keeping in 
mind that each is accountable to himself, and not to an 
imaginary tribunal far off in the realms of space. 

l = P. Van Hyarr. 


Winpom, Kan., Oct. 8, 1887. 

Mz. Eprron: Some time since I saw a letter in THE 
TRUTH’ SEEKER in which the writer says something about 
Spiritualism being a cousin to Christianity. As a writér 
from Brooklyn in your paper of September 17th professes 
to be a Spiritualist, and so earnestly defends the Bible, it 
would seem tbat the first mentioned writer was correct. I 
therefore wish to correct an error which I think exists in the 
minds of many persons. There are really two classes of 
Spüitualists; one class, like the man of Brooklyn, who try 
to make out that the old heathenish and nonsensical false- 
hoods of the Bible, such as the story of Jacob’s ladder, were 
inspired by spirits, or were clairvoyant visions. ‘There is 
another class who look upon the Bible as upon any other 
book of like absurdities, obscenities, and immoral teachings ; 
who -rely for evidence to. support their belief upon facis 
which come within their observation through the aid of 
modern spiritual phenomena. I am not a Spiritualist, 
neither a Materialist ; but in regard to.the belief of a future 
existence, purely Agnostic. But I cannot see why a man 
who is free from the superstitious fear of God, hell, and the 
devil should defend this sickening old bundle of falsehoods, 
under the guidance of which Christians hav murdered, 
robbed, and stolen, and hav committed other horrible crimes 
down to the present time. I would advise the Spiritualist of 
Brooklyn, and all others who defend. the Bible, to read 
‘Spiritualism Sustained,” by Col. John R. Kelso, after 
which they will probably be more willing to behold Mr. 
Heston’s pictures which so admirably throw ridicule upon 
such stories as Jacob’s ladder and others. 

W. SILVESTER. 


ADRIAN, Mion., Oct. 8, 1887. 

Mr. Epitor: Allow me to make a few statements and to 
ask a few questions. In an article printed in the Zastern 
Star (Spiritualist) the writer says that he has been through 
all the grades—mineral and animal kingdoms—from the 
eternal previous up to the present time. His age is probably 
seventy years. This seventy years is of human forim. Be- 
tore his advent to humanity he was through all the elements 
of geology, pollywog, turtle, and all other grades up to 
man—dog, ape, horse—yet he-says he is a Spiritualist: 1 
admit h: is progressiv. He says all other methods are at 
variance with truth, but still uses the term God as at the 
head of all future stages of what may be, as well as of the 
past. Geology and the Bible cannot hinge, for that bock 
says this worid and all that’s in it was created in a week, and 


built out of nothing. And the same element, God, made: 


man; he then constructed a woman out of the same material 
for the companion of Adam. Now, then, the question, Why 
did he not make a woman, aad substitute himself in place 
of making Adam, if the mode of populating this earth be 
according to the Bible history? He (God) went to a good 
deal of unnecessary trouble. Again, if Gud was the Bible 
God, the architect of.all things and the earth, why did he 
make a devil to try to thwart and pester him in all future 
time, well knowing that he would? The devil took God 
[listen!] up on a high mountain and showed him all the 
earth, and said that he (the devil) would grant him all the 


earth if he would bow down and worship him. How could 
he show him all the earth ? as it is proved by demonstration 
that the world is round. .God did not know it was round, 
although he is said to hav made it. The ungodly woman 
dd This world is round and, like a ball, 

Seems swinging in the air; 

The sky extends around it all, 

‘And stars are shining there. 

If the theory be true that the human production was 
matured by gradual development from vegetation to a full- 
fledged human being, through all the grades up, how do we 
know that when we come in contact. with some obnoxious 
quadruped, and spurn it with our feet, we are not kicking 
one of our near relations? For it is held by some that we 
again enter into a brute’s body. If we hav an existence after 
this body gets tired and must be dispensed with, it will be a 
square-toed existence — no probation, no waiting for the 
judgment—it will be a clean-cut life. Nature does nothing 
by halves. I cannot conceive of a personal creator—a being 
formed like a man—sitting upon a literal throne, dictating 
to hig offspring an arbitrary obedieuce. The Bible says God 
made man after his own image. If this be true, then there 
is no help for us; we are doomed to eternal misery. It can- 
not be; we are not to blame for our existence. When the 
dissolution takes place it will be, ‘‘Here goes for the 
unknown.” It will be light or darkness; we know not 
which. O. S. BARRETT. 


SALMON City, Ia., Sept. 29, 1887. 
Mr. Evrror: Inclosed find an extract cut out of the 
Salmon City Recorder. It will show you the view that 
Judge Brezee takes of the decision of the Illinois Supreme 
Court. It expresses my sentiments. Success to your TRUTH 
SEEKER. It will be hard toimprove on it. L. C. GEERTSON. 


JUDGE BREZEE'8 OPINION. 

The Supreme Court of the state of Illinois has confirmed 
the decision of the court below in the case of the condemned 
Socialists. We hav no sympathy with this element, and it 
would be very difficult to find words expressiv of the con. 
tempt in which we hold them. At the same time we hold 
these men to be improperly condemned to death, and the, 
sentence thus imposed to be one of the most atrocious per- 
versions of law that has taken place either on the continent 
of Europe or America. 

Those men are convicted not because they with their own 
hands committed the crime of murder, treason, or insurrec- 
tion, but because they indirectly caused others to murder by 
writing and circulating newspaper articles, and by making 
public speeches. Let this principle be once established and 
it will end in the suppression of the liberty of the press and of 
speech. Starting with and enlarging upon that decision, no 
political editor, Democratte or Republican, would be safe 
from.the gibbet were a political riot to occur and a party ad- 
verse to the accused be in power. 

The execution of those men will hav a bad effect on the 
labor element. When the hangman shall hav completed bis 
work a feeling of sympathy will be aroused which will be- 
come dangerous for the wealthy class. It will make Social- 
ists of tens of thousands of American workingmen who hav 
heretofore disavowed any sympathy for the foreign agita- 
tors. 

We hope governor will commute the sentences so that the 
condemned will not become martyrs. The decision of the 
court has done sufficient mischief already; its being carried 
into execution would be worse. No supreme bench of the 
state of Illinois can make us believe that the judgment in the 
case is good law. 


SNowvILLE, Va., Oct. 6, 1887. 

DraR FnrENDs: I am receiving so many letters of personal 
inquiry that I cannot answer them all, so if our kind Editor 
will permit I'll send one general letter, and perhaps the last 
before Oct. 31st. Many are inquiring how friends, relativs, 
and neighbors are looking upon me since the arrest, and how 
I am feeling personally. 

I would say that our immediate family (husband, son, and 
myself) are as unitedly happy as we ever were, or anyone 
could wish for. Neighbors seem even more kind than of 
old, and as for me I must say I hav never been happier than 
during the past few months. True, there are shadows on 
the pathway of my life, just as there are on those of all other 
lives; but the sunshine has sc quickly dispersed them as to 
leave little or no impress behind. 

I hav had such & precious communion with so many noble 
minds and hearts that I feel all the while an uplifting and 
unfolding, à growing and developing which is so enthusing 
that I am more than recompensed for all that has come and 
gone. My motto has ever been to ‘‘ make the best of what 
is," and I'm doing it now, and this is why I am full of peace 
and happiness, even with the sword of fate suspended over 
me. The sweet blessedness of knowing I hav thousands of 
friends all over the land who appreciate my work has ban- 
ished the gloom that hung over me during the first few 
weeks of my trouble. To-day.has been almost brighter than 
the ones which preceded it. A lovely, mild, sunny October 
day ; one of the days when it seems to be a bliss to be alive. 
I hav busied myself since early dawn doing my home work, 
reading a pile of letters, fresh from the office and the hearts 
of the writers, answering some of the most pressing ones, 
scanning the newspapers, chattiug with callers, caring for 
baby (my year-old grandson), dealing out papers, books, and 
vinegar to neighbors—not spiritual sourness—but the ma- 
terial acid which is just now in demand for making sweet 
pickles. Isent a basket of apples and some sweet-cakes to 
a sick child, and thus in little things passed the pleasant 
hours. For variety, when tired of pushing the pen,I ran 
into a neighbors where a bevy of ladies were quilting, and 
had a pleasant social chat. 

I was both pleased and saddened by reading the ‘‘In 
Memoriam " of Eugene Remsburg : pleased that the child 
was 80 beautifully remembered, and saddened to think of the 
void left in the hearts of the parents and friends by the going 
out of the young baby life. I hope friends will coutinue 
writing, even though I cannot send greeting to each individ- 
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ually. I want to hear from everyone. It is such a great 
moral support and encouragement to know you are not 
ostracized and alone. With gratitude to all sympathizers 
and believers in real freedom, and in a broad, all-embracing 
charity of opinion, I am, Truly ‘Yours, 

d Ermina DRAKE SLENKER. 


Ermma, N. Y., Oct. 9, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: Much has been said for and against Mrs. 
E. D. Slenker. Iam not in favor of her methods or her out- 
side wanderings. No one can find very much fault with her 
** Children's Corner," but there is room for sharp criticism 
in other directions. But Iam of the opinion there will be 
no. difficulty in establishing the fact that for months and 
years, perhaps, a woman Mrs. Slenker supposed to be a good 
friend was simply a deceptiv enemy. Mrs. Slenker was 
favored by the editors of many papers. This fact caused 
jealousy and envy to rankle in the bosom of one who should 
hav been willing to let Mrs. Slenker rise by her true worth, 
or fall by her false position without a dead-fall. 

I am sure a person who would enter into correspondence 
~ with Comstock for such a purpose must some time hav been 


a Christian—a Sunday.school scholar—and learned the les- 


: gons of fraud and deception well. For Liberals to disagree 
&nd even become enemies is not strange or uncommon, but 
to plot with Comstock is outrageous, and deserves the con- 
demnation:of all. 

The readers of Tng TRUTH SEEKER hav not forgotten that, 
when Helen H. Gardener first came before the public, the 

‘fact’ that she was introduced by R. G. Ingersoll, and was 
called a Liberal star by S. P. Putnam, roiled the good dis- 

position of a few of the old dames who had starred the 
country for seventy-five years, and they were inclined to sit 
down on and dim the glory of Miss Helen; but it was & good 
deal like John R. Kelso, when he sat down on the hornet’s 
nest: they made s mistake. It also reminds me of an old 
minister-who was enraged because a ycung man was hired 
in his place, and he said he could snap the boot heels right 
off that young chap if they would just giv him a chance. 

I hav only this to say in*regard to the Slenker matter. 
The woman who would enter into collusion with Comstock 
is by nature possessed of the same elements as Comstock. 
The person who would write Mrs. Slenker a letter of friend- 
ship, asking questions apparently in good faith that would 
lead to answers that, if disclosed to Comstock, would bring 
trouble—such a person i$ more contemptible than Comstock, 
and the sin of such an act ten times more disgraceful than 
anything Mrs. Slenker could say in a private letter. 

It will be but justice all around that the daylight should 
shine on all the facts in the case. Let the truth prevail, 
though the heavens fall. Yours for fair play, U. C. 


Derrorr, Mion., Sept. 28, 287. 
Mr. Eniror: I am heartily glad to see that the venerable 
advocate of freedom, J. Hacker, is yet able to use his pen, as 
he shows some of the fallacies of Henry George, but the 


errors of George are not greater than those of friend Hacker. 


It is just as far from truth to_ say that private ownership of 
land will of itself lead to universal independence as to say 
that private ownership of land is the cause of poverty. A 
statement was made some four or five years ago in THE 
TRUTH SEEKER, bv a Mr. Perry (I think), that one-half of the 
farms in the New England states might be purchased for 
. what the fences had cost; that one might ride for miles and 
find every farm deserted, and many of them grown over with 
trees. Now, this would indicate from both Mr. Hacker's and 
Mr. George's views that Mr. George is right, while I am cer- 
tain that both are wrong. I hav a relativ who three years 
ago bought a forty-acre farm, all under cultivation, with good 
buildings and orchard, near a railroad and twenty miles from 
this city, for whieh he paid cash, and now he would be glad 
to get back what he paid out, and will take less. A labor 
paper published in Kansas says that the debts in recorded 
mortgages of one county in that state amount to over seven 
millions, and that the property of many counties will not sell 
for one-third the value of such debts. Now, most of the 
farms of Kansas were taken up as homesteads, and these 
facts would bear heavily on the side of Mr. George. But we 
must go farther back than does Mr. George or Brother 
Hacker for the cause of poverty. Our government has en- 
slaved the people and is the true first cause of poverty, war, 
vice, and crime. Our government has never been anything 
but a heavy burthen and a curse from its first formation to 
this day. It was supposed to hav been formed to protect 
and preserve the rights and liberties of the people, but in- 
: stead of doing so it has continued the same enslavement that 
had before existed under English rule. Arr Taxation 
Is Stavery. Our forefathers refused to be taxed by England 
unless they were allowed to send representativs to help to 
tax (enslave) them. Just as if it made any difference who 
did the enslaving. And when they had separated from Eng- 
land our ancestors continued all through their seven years of 
war and misery to tax the people, while they huckstered 
their credit over the world, trying to borrow the debts of 
other nations and individuals to buy freedom with. And 
when they had won all that they had fought so long to ob- 
tain, they did not know what it was nor what to do with it. 
They had declared that it was a self-evident truth that ALL 
people are endowed by their creator with the INAL'ENABLE 
right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. But they 
never made even the slightest provision for establishing any 
of those inalienable rights. They went right along, ignoring 
and alienating every shadow of those rights which no power 
on earth had a right to interfere with. They even made pro- 
vision in the Constitution for alienating every right of the 
people which they had declared so ee to be 
inalienable. 

Article 1 of section 8 of the Constitution says: ‘‘ Congress 


shall hav power to lay an& collect taxes, duties, imposts, and 
excises ; to borrow money on the credit of the United States; 
to define and punish piracies and felonies committed on the 
high seas; to declare war; grant letters of mark and reprisal ; 
to raise and support armies; to. provide and maintain a navy ; 
to provide for organizing and disciplining the militia.” 

All of these provisions are for the enslaving of the peo- 
ple. Every word of them is in contradiction and in direct 
contravention of the declaration that all men hav an čin- 
alienable right which no power on earth can justly inter- 
fere with. Every man who believes in liberty should 
hav this, ALt TAXATION 1s SLAVERY, hung up in every 
toom in his house to be read of all men and women. 
And we must demand that our government shall cease all 
taxation, and shall create and issue a legal tender money and 
pay all expenses of goverment, and continue to do so until 
every dollar of debt, public and private, shall be paid, and 
every shadow of slavery be wiped off: the face of this coun- 
try. There never was nor ever can be any other slavery on 
earth but that caused by a government that taxes its people 
to support & government that enslaves them by taxing them 
to support such a useless curse. No one need to be at a loss 
for the cause of poverty, war, vice, crime, and misery who 
will study history, and reason from cause to effect. And if 
Brother Hacker and others wish to see any fruit from their 
life-work they must study these things.. J. H. Woop. 

Í Brooxtyn, N. Y., Oct. 1, 1887. 

Mz. Enrrog: In Tae Trurs SEEKER of Oct. 1st one of the 
delegates to the International Freethought Convention is re- 
ported to hav **thought it unfortunate that & vote should be 
taken upon a theoretical question," and asserted that **if 
Freethought is to do good work it must be restricted.” I 
think it pertinent to inquire if. restricted thought is really 
free? and if Freethought is a theoretical question that may 
be confined in a strait-jacket of partisan dogma, or a uni- 
versal principle that is equally applicable to all sides of every 
concéivable question, but is identical with none? I hav 
always supposed that Freethought, supplemented by intelli- 
gence and reason, is an investigator who proves all things 
&nd holds fast that which is good ; hence, whatever else the 
Apostle Paul may hav been, he was indisputably an advocate 
of Freethought, though a Christian. "Therefore Freethought 
is not incompatible with Christianity, priestcraft and Infidel- 
ity to the contrary notwithstanding. Except for Free- 
thought, neither Christianity nor Infidelity could hav been 
possible ; and now, evidently with a view to preventing those 
who would mount higher, they mutually endeavor to kick 
down the ladder upon which themselvs hav climbed. Hence, 


I think it should appear that priestcraft and Infidelity are at | 


opposit extremes on the spcial question, and as far from an 
intelligent solution as it is possible to go, yet both pretend to 
hav found the only practical solution of the social problem. 
Their solution appears to consist in a mutual exposure of 
each other's sophistries. Not being prepared to question that 


‘solution &s a primary condition, I shall wish them mutual 


success. 

Some Freethinkers make an investigation of religion a 
specialty. I shall not think why, unless for the good they 
hope to find in it, for we should not be so ungenerous as to 
suspect anybody of the inconsistency of seeking evil, when 
evil abounds on every hand, and most people of average in- 
telligence desire to escape it. There are some Freethinkers 
who make the investigation of the social problem a special. 
ty, with a view to finding a solution that will make human 
existence on this planet universally endurable if not pleasant 
and desirable. I note a few suggestions by Mr. Denslow, 
in Taz TRUTH SEEKER of Sept. 24th, that seem to merit the 
attention of those last-named Freethinkers, and may Lav 
been intended to invite it. Those ‘‘ free soup houses," sup- 
ported by the contributions of usurers and profit-mongers 
generally, were suggestiv of the berevolent highwayman 
who, having robbed his victim of the last cent, bethinks him- 
self that it will hardly pay to kill the goose who lays the 
golden egg, and returns a dime to keep the poor devil from 
starving to death until he can procure more of which to be 
robbed in like manner. I well remember the efforts that 
were made at that time, through the press and otherwise, to 
divert attention from the real cause of “the present hard 
times.” Iam also aware of there being a few who were not 
diverted by those sophistries. 

His allusion to “independent labor" is rich though not 
rare, for our country abounds with demagogs who pfetend 
to be victims of that hallucination. Nevertheless, I am in- 
clined to the opinion that independent labor is a myth, for I 
bav been on the road more than half a century, and hav noi 
traveled far enough to meet him. But beggars abound on 
every hand, and profit.-mongers.are the most importunate 
beggars in the crowd. He not only solicits patronage him- 
self, but also employs others to solicit it for him that he may 
realize fraudulent contributions on the false pretense of giv- 
ing a full equivelent for that he receives, and notwithstand. 


‘ing the well-known fact that consumers pay a hundred per 


cent more for commodities than the entire labor cost of pro- 
curing and distributing them. Hence it should appear that 
private ownership is an expensiv luxury that is least partici- 
pated in by those who pay for it—whose labor supports it. 
The knowledge of such facts, supplemented with the memory 
of those free soup-house times, and the possibility of their 
recurrence, should be a sufficient incentiv to intelligent 
working-men casting about them for protection from such 
impositions and the consequent calamities. Therefore, it is 
not protection, but the want of it, that is justly answerable 
for the sin of having given labor ‘‘ the big head,” and I hope 


"Mr. Denslow will not forget it when he givs us the next in- 


stalment of instruction on the subject, for it is anything but 
agreeable to a protectionist that he should hav cause to de 
fend protection against the unjust aspersions of its advocates 
whose insane hatred and contempt of self-asserting working- 


men misleads them to perpetrate such a stupid blunder as 
to stab protection in hope of thereby wounding labor. - 
J. A. TUTTLE. 
P.8.—Though not partial to bandying ungenerous and 
somewhat vulgar compliments, I will suggest the possibility 
that labor has not a monopoly of "MIR big head" on the 
social question. J. A. T. 


Lego, Kan., Oct. 5, 1887. 

Mr. Enitor: “N. 8.,” of Windom, Kan., in Tug TROTA 
SEEKER of September 10th, opens the subject for a few 
remarks that may benefit some one, if not “ N. S." 

It is demonstrable that all subjects are bounded by two 
extremes, to one of which we are prone. A man may eat 
too much, or too little; talk too much, or too little; work 
too much, or too little; sleep too much, or too little, and: so 
on through all. life's doings. No act can be mentioned or 
thought of where this possibility is not apparent. 

It is demonstrable that as we depart from the mean ‘line 
between these extremes, where all thrift and happiness 
dwell, misery, direct or indirect, is inevitable; and, as a 
Tule, the greater the departure, the greater the misery. The 
morbid excitement found in these extremes is not true en- 
joyment. It lacks breadth, depth, and tone, and is antag- 
Onistic to longevity. Satiety and stagnation follow, and the 
extremist in one thing soon becomes obtuse in all. The 
keen relish for enjoyment is gone. But before this stage 
arrives there is a period that the nerve centers are at a white 
heat, so to speak, and a rainbow beauty is around and over 
all. Going to these extremes has brought upon man all 
manner of mental and physical maladies. A large number 
are so utterly depraved as to be beyond aid. Through their 
own and ancestral departures from the happy mean, the 
equilibrium between the faculties is so far lost that only ex- 
tinction will wipe out the record of sin and check the propa- 
gation of cranks and deformities. This, though dark and 
discouraging for some, is true as truth, and should stimulate 
those who can to avoid further excesses. 

** N. 8." admits he went to an extreme— worked too hard, 
and broke down, had a severe spell of sickness; then came 
visions and ** whisperings in the air," all of which he attrib- 
utes to spirits. He can't realize that these phenomena orig- 
inate within his own shattered nervous system; that they 
are only pathological indications, for to him these hallucina- 
tions seem as real, and as external, as my pen or lamp does 
to me. But the melancholy feature of the case is, he nurses, 
courts, and encourages them, while they undermine and will 
in time dethrone reason. He even tells us, ‘‘ I would rather 
not be cured of it.” i 

Well, it would be unwise to attempt to cure one in love 
with his owo disease, but what I say may do some one gbod 
who is not so far along as to be hopeless, and for the benefit - 
of such [ will talk to him, and let each appropriate what he 
or she may think good, and be able to use. 

I realize that a gratuitous effort is seldom appreciated, 
and they who need it most are among the first to shout, 
“ Crucify him,” but this shall not deter me from doing my 
duty. 

If * N. S." will hug his phantoms, let him do so, and in 
time he will serve as a warning to those who can reason log- 
ically, and thus benefit our race, as a stranded ship warns 
succeeding mariners of danger near at hand. He can visit 
any insane asylum and meet many who, like himself, hear 
‘‘whisperings in the air," aud, like him, see horrible and 
beautiful sights. Having had some experience with the 
afflicted, perhaps an example may be of interest. 

I knew & youth of extra promis—few were his equals, and 
his superiors I did not know. When but a boy he gained 
literary notoriety—was a fine mathematician, a logician, a 
grammarian, and in fact excelled in all he undertook. He 
became a successful teacher, but soon entered a banking 
house as cashier, and made a good name for honesty, accu- 
racy, and ability. He took an interest in real estate and loan 
brokerage, which was also successful, but, like “ N. S.," he 
broke down under the strain; the ovortaxed nerves gave 
way, and like ** N. S." he began to see all kinds of visions, 
and hear ‘‘ whisperings in the air.” To him, as to ** N. 8.,” 
all this was external and real, without instead of within; 
and when taken to an asylum, his distemper was found be- 
vond aid, and in conversation with the creations of his own 
diseased brain his language is blood-curdling and vehement. 
If not too late—as I apprehend it is—let ** N. 8.” take warn- 
ing, for his case is a duplicate of the above in many respects. 
Banish as far as possible all unreal sights and sounds, and 
g^ under treatment at once for this morbid condition of your 
nervous functions. I know nearly all conditions are against 
you. From the cradle to the grave a greed for the marvel- 
ous is fostered by every possible means. The nursery, the 
Sunday-school, the pulpit, one-half the conversation we 
hear, and one-half we read is intended to excite feelings 
already preternaturally activ, and few children are so fort- 
unate as to esc- pe one or all of these soul-blighting inven: 
tions, all of which tend to further destroy a healthy and 
happy equilibrium of mind and body. Spiritualism, of 
which ** N. S." is so enamosed, is only a revision of theology 
stripped of some of its coarseness and vulgarity. It is a 
legitimate child of theology, and has inherited from its pro- 
genitor a morbid love of the marvelous and speculativ, with 
small love for science or truth. Come out of the clouds, 
“N. 8.," come down on terra-firma, and deal with facts 
awhile. Set up no claim for yourself or your spirit friends 
that you can’t demonstrate, for it looks sil.y in you. Your 
friends can’t do as they claim. Of this I am positiv, but if 
you think they can, come over and I will giv you and them 
a test, and a fair one it shall be. If they giv me evidence of 


auch powers as you claim, I will make you a present of 
$100; if they fail, you shall make me a present of a like 
sum. You will not come; you dare notcome. You, and all 
like you, hav as great a horror of & logical mind as a victim 
of hydrophobia has of water, RE 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom ali Communications for 
this Oorner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight. 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren’s Hour.” 


Be Patient with the Living 


Good friend, when thou and I are gone 
Beyond earth’s weary ‘labor, 

When small shall be our need of grace 
From comrade or from neighbor, 

Past all the strife, the toil, the care, 

" And done with all the sighing— 

What tender truth shall we hav gained, 
Alas! by simply dying ? 

Then lips too chary of their praise 
Will tell our merita over, 

And eyes too swift our faults to see 
Shall no defect discover; 
Then hands that would not lift a stone, 
Where stones were thick to camber 
Our steep hill-path, will scatter flowers 
Above our pillowed slumber. : 
Good friend, perchance both thou and I, 
Ere love is past forgiving, 

Should take the earnest lesson home— 
Be patient with the living ! 

To-day’s repressed rebuke may save 
Our blinding tears to-morrow ; 

Then patience, e'en when keenest edge 
May whet a nameless sorrow. 


"Tis easy to be gentle when 
Death’s silence shames our clamor, 
And easy to discern the best 
Through memory’s mystic glamour ; 
But wise it were for thee and me, 
Ere love is past forgiving, 
To take the tender lesson home~ 
Be patient with the living! 
—— +-o—___—— 


Watching the Tongue. 


Keep a watch on your words, my children, 
For words are wonderful things; 

They are sweet, like the bees’ fresh honey— 
Like bees, they hav terrible stings. 

They can bless like the warm, glad sunshine, 
And brighten the lonely life ; 

They can cut in the strife of anger 
Like an open, two-edged knife. 


Let them pass through your lips unchallenged 
Yf their errand be true and kind— 

If they come to support the weary, 
To comfort and help the blind. 

If a bitter, revengeful spirit 
Prompt the words, let them be unsaid— 

They may flash through the brain like lightning, 
Or fali on the heart like lead. 


Keep them back if they're cold and cruel, 
Under bar; and lock, and seal ; 

The wounds they make, my children, 
Are always slow to heal. 

May Love gnard your lips, and ever, 
From the time of your early youth, 

May the words that you daily utter 
Be the words of the beantiful truth. 

—_—__-- ——— —— 


Gentle Children. 


. Jt is common to speak of gentle men and 
gentle women, and there i8 no reason what- 
` ever why we should not also speak of chil- 

dren as gentle also. Boys and girls—healthy, 

activ, full of fun and all manner of jollity— 
may yet, withal, be very gentle and kind, 
worthy to be called gentle children. Kind- 

ness is the mother of gentleness. It is a 

good, old-fashioned Anglo-Saxon word, and 

full of meaning. The Saxon way of spelling 
kind is cynd, and besides conveying the idea 
of pleasant and harmonious feelings, it refers 
to kinship by blood, to race relationship. 
The more one practices kindness—the doing 
of kind acts—the gentler he becomes; and 
the gentle boy, while liking to play, to run, 
jump, leap, is quick, also, to be helpful, to 
see many little things that he can do, and to 
do them at once, without waiting to be told. 

The gentle girl, no matter how young, saves 

her mamma many steps every day. She does 

not snap and snarl like some little animal 
when told to doa thing, but goes willingly, 
with nimble feet, to do it. 

Gentle children are joysin the home. They 
are happy because trying always to make 
‘some one else happy. They hav many 
friends, because everyone likes gentleness, 
whether shown to human beings or dumb 
creatures. Then cultivate kindness, which 
begets gentleness, and strive to be always 
good and gentle children. 8. H. W. 


Fainting. 

It is surprising how everybody rushes at a 
fainting person and strives to raise him up, 
and especially to keep his head erect. There 
must be an instinctiv apprehension that if a 
person seized with a fainting or other fit fall 

. into & recumbent position death is more im- 
minent. Always remember this fact, namely, 
fainting is caused by want of blood in the 
brain. The heart ceases to act with sufficient 
force to send the usual amount of blood to 


. = 
the brain, and hence the person loses con- 


sciousness because the function cf the brain 
ceases. Restore the blood to the brain, and 
instantly the person recovers. Now, though 


the blood is propelled to all parts of the body 


by the action of the heart, yet it is still under 
the influence of the laws of gravitation. In 
the erect position the blood ascends to the 
head against gravitation, and the supply to 
the brain is diminished as compared with the 
recumbent position, the heart’s pulsation be- 
ing equal. If, then, you place a person sit- 
ting whose heart has nearly ceased to beat, 
his brain will fail to receive the blood; while 
if you Jay him down with the head lower 
than the heart, blood will run into the brain 
by mere force of gravity, and, in fainting, in 
sufficient quantity to restore consciousness. 
Indeed, nature teaches us how to manage 
fainting persons, for they always fall, and 
frequently arc at once restored by the recum- 
bent position into which they are thrown. 
——— 9 $—9———————— 
The Bee's Sting. 

Iread in Taz TRUTH Srzxer of Oct. 8th 
an article from Naturalist Clark about the bee's 
sting, formic acid, etc., so erroneous that I 
am constrained to reply, as I do not want 
to see error promulgated. Clark, I am con- 
fident never handled bees in a movable frame 
hive, and examined their workings daily, or 
he would never hav made so many erroneous 
statements. .The sting of the honey-bee is 
barbed, and in that differs from wasps, hor- 
nets, and other stinging insects. When a bee 
givs a good sting, the sting is. pulled out of 
the bee and it dies. Instead of the bee using 
its sting for the ‘‘ artistic cell-work," it uses 
its mandibles and antenne, two parts of its 
head. The reason why extracted honey does 
not keep is because it was not sufficiently 
concentrated by the heat of the bees before 
it was extracted, the same as syrups of all 
kinds will not keep if not sufficiently .concen- 
trated. Formic acid has nothing to do with 
the keeping of honey. All practical bee- 
keepers will confirm what I hav above stated. 
Yours for the promulgation of pure truth and 
kriowledge, ABNER J. Pops. 


Rochester, N. Y. 
——— —* -9— — — —— 


Origin of the White Man. 

There may be remains of. Stone Age 
whites, but there are no certain remains of 
white savages of a low order. We may well 
doubt if there ever were any white savages; 


it is more likely that the white men were de- | 


veloped late in the history of the world from 
&ncestors already far on in civilization; in 
fact, that this civilization, with its improved 
supply of food, its better housing and cloth- 
ing, its higher intellectuality, was one main 
factor in the development of the white type. 
Here, however, it must be remembered that 
there is not a white race in the senge in which 
there is a Carrib race or an Andaman race. 
It includes several race types, and even the 
same languages, such as English or German, 
may be spoken by men as blonde as Danes 
or as dark as Sicilians. The fair-haired 
Scandinavian type has something of the 
definitness of a true race; but as one travels 
south there. appear, not well-defined sub- 
races, but darkening gradations of bewilder- 
ing complexity. 

The most reasonable attempt to solve this 
intricate problem is Professor Huxley’s view 
that the white race is made up of fair whites 
of the northern or Scandinavian type, and 
dark whites who are the results of ages of 
mixture between the fair whites and the 
darker nations, though it is perhaps hardly 
prudent to limit thesé dark ancestors to one 
variety as he-does. If now we cannot trace 
the white man down to the low level of 
primitiv savagery, neither can we assign to 
him the great upward movement by which 
the barbarian passed into civilization. It is 
not to the Aryan of Persia nor to the Semite 
of Syria that the art of writing belongs which 
brought on the new era of culture.— Wature. 

——— M 9—-————— — 
Correspondence. 


ScaNDIA, KAN., Oct. 4, 1887. 

Dear Miss WixoN: I thought I would 
write you a few lines to-night. I hav never 
written to you before. We do not take TuE 
TRUTH SEEKER, but we get it from one of our 
neighbors. Ilike to read the Children's Cor- 
ner very much. We take the Boston Jnves- 
tigator, and would not do without it. I am 
going to school now—the teacher's name is 
Miss Nora Harris; she is a very good teacher. 
My brother is teaching school out in Smith 
county, two counties west of here; his school 
began last Monday; he is eighteen years old. 
We hav a new railroad through here; it is 
two miles north of our place. 'There was 
to be an excursion from Scanda to Fairbury, 
Neb., last Sunday morning, but they gave it 
up. I hav one correspondent through the 


Investigator. I like her very much; her name 
is Edith Peterson. I was so sorry to hear of 
the death of your mother. There has been 
more sickness in this county this fall than 
there has ever been before; there hav been 
eight or nine buried in the last two months 
from the typhoid féver. Sunday one week 
Mrs. Sherrard was buried ; she was an Infidel. 
The 21st of this month the Dunkards are to 
hold their meeting; it will last a week or two. 
I will close my letter, as it is getting long. 
I wish some of the young readers of THE 
TRUTH SERKER would write tome.  Iremain, 
Yours truly, Mns D. Tavron (Age 14). 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 
Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 


e Young Folks. By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
tion. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and & 
second has been issued ata reduced price of 
$1.95, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very 
much to the value of the volume. 

A Story of 


Two Little Red Mittens. 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


The Youth's Liberal Guide. By 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M. Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims at the education of youth in the 

rinciples of Freethought, at the same time 
hat it inculcates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense. ddress THE TRUTH 
SEEKER. j 


S. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Oriticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
** À prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power ; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day.”—John 
Swinton’s Paper. 

Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 

Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 


Seeond e 


poured forth, it seems to mo, with extraordi-. 


nary beauty."—Dz. Henzy W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 2 cents. 


Why Don't He Lend a Hand?! and 


other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 ets. 


Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 
version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 


cents. 
for all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OC. 


FREETHOUGHT WORKS, 


PUBLISHED AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE. 


Resurrection of Jesus. Showing the 
contradictions and doubts in which the 
subject is involved. By W.5. Beru. Re- 
vised edition. 25 cents. 


Revelations of Antichrist. An ex- 
haustiv work proving conclusivly that no 
such person as Jesus Christ existed in the 
reign of Tiberius, but that a Jesus, the 
son of Mary, was stoned and hanged 
about a century before, and that his dis- 
ciples, Simon Kepha, alias Peter, and the 
apostle Paul, both lived and died before 
the Christian era. 446 pages and full in- 
dex. Price, $2. ' 


The Anonymous Hypothesis of Cre- 
ation. A Brief Review of the so- 
called Mosaic Account. By James F. 
Furniss. Cloth, 50 cents. 


The Brain and the Bible. By Enaar 
C. Beaty. With a Preface by RoBERT G. 
IxoEnsOLL, who says of it: “This book, 
written by a brave and honest man, is 
filled with brave and honest thoughts. 
The arguments it presents cannot be an- 
swered by all the theologians in the 
world." Price reduced to $1. 


The Creed of Christendom. Tts 
foundation contrasted with its super- 
structure. By W. Rarupone GREG. One 
of the clearest and ablest works ever 
written. $1.50. f 


The Essence of Religion. From the 
German of L. FEuERBACH. Author of th 
Essence of Christianity, etc. In cloth, 
reduced to 50 cents. : 

A 


The Godly Women of the Bible. 
History of all the women who figure in the 
Bible. Sharp and telling iu style. Paper, 
50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. . 


The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 
written Radical romance. By Wm. Mc- 
DonNELL, author of Exeter Hall, Family 
Creeds, Day of Rest, etc. 500 pages. 
Paper, 80 cents; cloth, $1.25. 


The Holy Bible Abridged. Contain- 
ing the choice passages and lovely mor- 
ceaus particularly pleasing to Comsroox. 
169 pages. Paper, 30 cente; cloth, 50 cts. 


The Jamieson-Ditzler Debate. A 
nine-days’ debate on God, the Bible, 
Christianity, and Liberalism. Between 
W. F. Jamison and Rev. Jacos DITZLER, 
D.D.. Paper, 60 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


THE HUMBOLDT LIBRARY. 


Price 15 cents each number, unless otherwise marked, 


1. Light Science for Leisure Hours. A series of 
familiar essays on astronomical and other 
natural phehomena: By Richard A, Proc. 
tor, F.R.A.S. 

2. The Forms of Water in Clouds and Rivers, Ice 
and Glaciers. . 19 illustrations. By John Tyn- 
dall, F.R.S. . 

8. Physics and’ Politics. An, application of the 

rinciples of Natural Science to Politica 
Rociety. By Walter Bagehot, Author al 
“The English Constitution.” 

4. Man's Place in Nature. With numerous illus. 
trations. By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.8. 

5. Education, Intellectual, Moral, and Physica], 
By Herbert Spencer. 

6. Town Geology. With Appendix on Coral and 

~ Coral Reefs. By Charles Kingsley. 

7. Conservation of Energy. With numerous Illus. 
irations. By Balfour Stewart, LL.D. 

. 8 Study of Languages brought back to its Trua 
principles. By C. Marcel. 

9. The Data of Ethics. By Herbert Spencer. 

10. Theory əf Sound in its Relation to Music, 
Numerous illustrations. By By Prof. Pietro 
Blaserna. : 

. ) The Naturalist on the River Amazon. _A rec. 
ord of 11 years’ travel. By Henry Walter 
Bates, F.L.8. Not sold separately. 

Mind and Body. The theories of their rela- 

tions. By Alexander Bain, LL.D. 

. The Wonders of the Heavens. 82 illustrationr, 

: By Camille Flammarion. 

. Longevity. The means of prolonging life after 
middle age. By John Gardner, M.D. 

. Origin of Species. By Thomas H. Huxley, 


. Progress : Its Law and Cause. With other dis. 
quisitions. By Herbort Spencer. 

Lessons in Electricity. 60 illustrations. By 
John Tyndall, F.R.S. ‘ 

Familiar Essays on Scientific Subjects. By 
Richard A. Proctor. 

. Romance of Astronomy. By R. Kalley Miller, 


. The Physical Basis of Life, with other essays. 
By Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 

; Boeing and Thinking. By Wiliam Kingdon 
Clifford, F.R.S. : 

. Scientific Sophisms. A review of current 
theories conce;ning Atoms, Apes, and Men, 
By Samuel Wainwright, D.D. 

. Popular Scientific Lectures. Illustrated. By 

rof. H. Helmholtz. 

. Origin of Nafions, By Prof. Geo. Rawlinson, 

Oxford University. 
The Evolutionist at Large : By Grant Allen. 
History of Landholding n England. By 
Joseph Fisher, F.R.H.S. : 

. Fashion in Deformity, as illustrated in the 
customs of Barbarous aud Civilized CE8. 
Numerous illustrations. By William 
Flower, F.R.S. - 

. Facts and Fictions of Zoology. Numerous 

' illustrations. By Andrew Wilson, Ph. D. 

Study of Words. By Richard Chenevix 


Trench. 
By Rich- 


enry 


39. Hereditary Traits and other Essays. 
ard A, Proctor. ; i 

93. Vignettes from Nature, By Grant Allen, 

34. Philosophy of Style. By Herbert Spencer. 

35. Oriental Religions. By John Caird, Pres. 

niv. Glasgow; and Others. 

36. Lectures on Evolution. Illustrated. By Prof. 

T: uxley. 

37. Six Lectures on Light. Illustrated. By John 
‘Tyndall. 


m Geological Sketches. By Archibald Geikio, 
39. F.R.S. 


40. The Evidence of Organic Evolution. By Geo. 
J. Romanes, F.R.S. 


41. Current Discussions in Science. By W. M. 
illiams, F.C.S. : 
42, History of the Science of Politics. By Freder- ` 
ick Pollock. i 


43. Darwin and Humboldt. By Professor Huxley, 
Professor Agassiz, and others. 

2 Dawn_of History. By C. F. Keary, of the 

45. British Museum, 

46. Diseases of Memory. Th. Ribot. Tran- 


B 
slated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 
47. Childhood of Religions. By Edward Clodd, 


48. Lifein Nature. Illustrated. By Jas. Hinton. 

49. The Sun: its Constitution; its Phenomena; 
its Condition. By Judge Nathan T. Carr, 
Columbus, Ind. 

50.1 Money and the Mechanism of Exchange. By 

51.§ Prof, W. Stanley Jevons, F.R.S. 

52, Diseases of the Will. By Th. Ribot. Trans 
lated from the French by J. Fitzgerald. 

53. Animal, Automatism, and other Essays. By 
Prof, T. H. Huxley; F.R.S. 

54. Birth and Growth of Myth, By Edward Clodd. 

e F.R.A.S. 
55. Scientific Basis of Morals, and other Essays. 


By Wiliam Kingdon Clifford, F.R.S. 


Bt Illusions. By James Sully, 


$e] The Origin of Species. By Charles Darwin. 

59.5 ‘Two double numbers, 30 cents each. 

60. Childhood of the World. By Edward Clodd. 

61. Miscellaneous Essays. By Richard A. Proctor. 

62. Religions Of the Ancient World. By Prof. Geo. 

wlinson, University of Oxford. Double 

number, 30 cents. 

63. Progressive Morality, | By Thomas, Fowler, 
LL.D., president of Corpus Christi College; 


Oxford. 

64, Distribution of Animals and Plants, By A. 
Russel Wallace and W. T. Thiselton Dyer. 

$5. Conditions of Mental Development; and other 
Essays. By Wm. Kingdon Clifford. 

66. Technical Education; and other Essays. By 

~ "Thomas H. Huxley, F.R.S. 

67. The Black Death. An Account of the Grept 
Pestilence of the Fourteenth Centur»- 
J. F. C. Hecker. 

68. Special number, 10 cents.) Three Essay. 

erbert Spencer. 

69. (Double Number, scents). Fetichism : A Com: 

tribution to Anthropology and the History 


By Frit. Schultze, Ph.D. 'Trans- 
rom the German by J. Fitzgeralé 


of Religion. 
lated 
M. 


WA, 

70. Essays Speculativ and Practical. By Herber”. 
Spencer. 

71. Anthropology. By Daniel Wilson, LL.D. 
With Appendix on Archeology. By E. 
Tylor, PES. is RET 7 D: 

19. The Dancing Mania or the Middle Ages. 

J. F. O. Hecker, MD. d 

78. Evolution in History, Language, and Science. 
Four Addresses delivered at the Tondon 
Cosel Palace School of Art, Science, and 
Literature, 

14. The Descent of Man; and selection in relation 
to Sex. By Charles Darwin. In & parte 
15 cents each. 
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Ingersolls Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cis; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
* Humboldt,” “Thomas Paine,” “ Individual- 
ity,” and ‘ Heretics and Heresies,” 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 

. Contents: “The Ghosts,” “Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Ohild,” '* The Declaration of In- 
dependence,” “About Farming in Illinois,” 
“The Grant Banquet,” “The Rev, Alexander 
Olark," “The Past Rises before Me Like a 

Dream,” and ** A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25. 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. ` 

What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 

The Christian Religion. By R. G. 


per, 25 centa. 
Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents: cloth, $1. 
Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents, $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 
Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
` the editor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents; 50 
centg per dozen: 25 copies. $1; 100 copies, $3. 
Millfons of these should be circulated. 


Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents, 


Address on the Civil Righis Bil. 


Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents. 


Ingersoli's Lectures Complete. 
ound in one volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on “ Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Bent by mail postpaid. 
Tributes. 
applipations foy Mr. Ingersoll’s **'The Vision 
of War,” the “Grant Banquet Toast,” and 
the recent address over “Little Harry Mil. 
ler’s Grave," that they hav been printed on 
heavy toned paper, 18x22, illuminated border, 
and in large, clear type, suitable for framing, 
and the three will be forwarded to any address, 
for 50 cts, or either one for 15 cts. ` 
This 


Prose Poems and Selections. 
em. Itis a model in every re- 


new book is a 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued, It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated ‘‘ Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versations of the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
urpose,a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
‘ac simile, has been prepared especially or it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled e fom gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, $4.50; in full Turke 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, $7.60; in f 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


Life. Prose Poem. Printed in 
eolors on board, beveled gilt edges. 50 cents. 


‘Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries ; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform ; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 

, Church and the Republic. . 

Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 

: tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Cukindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals ; 
uman Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchoraft; 
Blavery; Polygamy; Intemperanc }SPoverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy Obscen- 


There hav been so many 


mo- 
tree 


ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 


Special discount on larger quantities. 
Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


&nd most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print, The question is discussed 
under the foliowing heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the ristian Fathers; The 
&bb ath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 25 cents; six copies, $1.00. 
Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tels the stor 
of the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Ohoice extracts from ** Common Sense,” 
“ American Orisia,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine's 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
Written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
. steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. . : 
Emage Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 
The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers' Convention, January 29, 1894. Price, 


10 cents. 
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RUPTURES CUREUS 


myMedical Compound and Improved 
Elastic Supporter Trusa in from 30 to 

90 days. Reliable references given. Send 
stamp for circular, and say in what paper 
you saw my advertisement, Address gre 


Y, å. Collings, Smithville Jeferson Oo. W 


in a more attractiv form than any in which they 


‘lar Union in conspicuous type. At the foot are 


A SPLENDiD WORK. 
Mr. Charles Eckhard, treasurer of the American 
Secular Union, bas published 


THE NINE DEMANDS 


hav previously appeared. At the head of an en- 
graving on heavy plate paper, 24x19 inches, are 
the cabinet-sized likenesses of JEFFERSON, 
WASHINGTON, and PAINE, the Fathers of our 
Republic. At the sides are FRANKLIN and 
JOHN ADAMS, and between these two are 
printed the Nine Demands of the American Secu- 


LAFAYETTE, GIRARD, and INGERSOLL, 
making eight likenesses in all. Inscribed be- 
neath each portrait is some radical sentiment 
quoted from the author pictured overit. In the 
space between the portraits and around them are 
arabesques of vines and flowers in profusion, and 
the panel inclosing the Nine Demands is sur- 
mounted on each corner by Mr. Eckhard's design: 
of the flag above the cross. The whole makes an 
exceedingly handsome work for framing. The 
artistic part is equal to the best, and the portraiis 
are as true to nature as the photographs from 
which they were transferred. The design will be 
sent postpaid by mail for $1 by l 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette;Place, Now York 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 
A OOMPEND OF THE NATURAL Laws or {In- 
DUSTRIAL PRODUCTION AND 


ExoBANGE. 


By J. K. InaArrs, author of ** Social Wealth.” 
Price, 35 centa. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 


Great Centennial Oration 
ON THE 


Declaration of Independence, 


ALSO THE 
Immortal Document, 


And the National Anthem entitled : 
"LAND OF LIBERTY.” 


Price, 6 cts; 5 copies, 25 cts; 25 copies, $1. 
(Sai, Address Tux TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 


wa ca 28 Lafayette Place. New York. 
(ROS Sean ee 


Address 


ELEMENTS... 


Lo = 


DWIVER SAL HISTO 


FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 
By Prof, 2. M. Cottinger, A.M. 
This book is just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2,000 
years B.C., on up to 1883, all in a nutshe Elmina 


Stenker. 
As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 


an important place; in the family it would be no - 


less important, a8 conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Wixon.. 

Mr. Cottinger’s intentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable; it may 
be commended as fulfilling its purpose of a con- 
cise and interesting historical text-book.—Milwau- 


kee Sentinel. 
PRICE, CLOTH, $1. 


2A? [A IN S OF INDUS TRY: 


OR, 


Men of Business Who Did Something Besides 
Making Money. A Book for Young Americans. 


BY FAMES PARTON, 
Price, - =- - = + $1.25. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
98 Lafayette Place, New Yort, 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 


SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in English or German 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. 


SCIENOE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B, Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2, 

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of *Sciencein Story.”) 50 cents. 


HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages 
By Dr. Foote. 25cents. 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam- 
phlets)y By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, adyocating personal and public hygiene 
and Opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” consi ering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well. y mail, 10 cents each. 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). ‘‘The Law 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages cloth 
bound, $2; “Heredity,” by Lorne oody, 159 

ages, cloth, 75 cents; “The Law of Heredity,” by 
Free” Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
HumanTemperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; “ Generation before Regen- 
eration,” by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; *' Re. 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
1882,” 10 cents: 7“ we Annaa Convention of the 
Institute of Heredity,May 29, 3? 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 


KERSEY GRAVES’S WORKS. 


Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cents. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelations, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thousand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also à 
delineation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins. Price, $1.75. 

S s. 2 

The World's Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of ali the doctrines. principies, precepts, 
and miracles of the Christian New Testament, 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
history of sixteen oriental crucified gods. $1.59. 

Address. THE TRUTH BE R. 


W.S. BELL'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Conflict between Christianity 
and Civilization. 


PRICE, -< - - - - = 15 CENTS. 
It_is a stunner; concise, scholarly, and good.— 
g8. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
. PRICE, 15 CENTS. 

Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. 

Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Man.—T. B. Wakeman. 

A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. Itis a very 
ae paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 

e. 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
PRIOE, 20 CENTS. 


The number of heads under which you hay 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which each point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
[take great pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition "to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self-government.— 
J. J. McCabe. ] 


For sale at this office. 


Charles Watts's Wrks. 


Saints and Sinners. 10 cents. 
The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price,$1.25. CONTENTS : 
Section I. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section Il. Whatit 

wes to Mohammedanism. Section III. Free- 
thought Martyrs and Contfessors. Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 

venteenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Bec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christian Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Olarles Bradlaugh. Con- 
tents: The Origin of Christianity; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts, 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are published at the low Brice of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity, 
Moral Value of the Bible; Freethought an 
Modern Progress; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Necu- 

ism; Science and Bible Antagonistic; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all of 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


Was Jesus an Impostor? A debate between a 
Scotch novelist, Agnes Rollo Wilkie, and Arthur 
The best conducted debate of modern 

The Mirror of Free- 
thought. 50 cts. 


25 cts. Biblical Errors and Secular Truths. 25 


ets. Two Revelations. 5cts. Bible Horrors; or; 
Real Blasphemy. 5 cts. Bible Makers. 5 cts. 
Bible Saints—Nos. 1,2, and 8. Each 5 cts. Moses 


vs. Darwin, 5 cts. Socrates, Buddha, and Jesus. 
Sects. Christianity a Degrading Religion. 5 cts. 
Fictitious Gods. 5 cts. Natural Man. 5 cts. 
The Old Faith and the New. 5cts, Bruno and 
Spinoza. 5cts. The Bible God and His Favorits. 
5 cts, Miracle-Workers. bots. Health, Wealth, 
and Happiness. 5cts. The Brain and the Soul. 
5cts. Nature and the Gods, 5cts. Design and 
Natural Selection. 8cts. Man and the Lower 
Animals. 5 cts. 

Address Watts and Co., 17 Johnson's Court, 
E.C., Lon ion, Eng. 


Bible Temperance 


LIQUOR DRINKING 


Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
by the Bible, 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


This is a companion book to Remsburg’s '* Bible 
Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents. : 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


DID JESUS CHRIST RISE FROM 
THE DEAD? 
The Evidences for the Resurrection Tried 
and Found Wanting. 
By Saladin. 


` =- - — 95 OENTB. 
PRICE, , rom THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


watches are th 
world for little money. 
Seven jewels, $25; 11 jewels, $27.50; 15 jewels, $30, 
Same, adjusted i 
Jeweled, $20; 11, $22; 15, $28; with glass inside cap, 
$3 less; Louis XIV. style, $3 more; all best Ameri- 
can hunting stem-winders; open face, gold cap, 
$3 less; open screw case, $5 lesg; all cases accom- 
panied by manufacturer’s and my guarantee for 
20 years. 
cases, $18 legs; 4 ounce, $12 less; 5 ounce, $10,50 ; 
and 6 ounce, $9 less. All guaranteed one year and 
sent prepaid, if on line of American Express 
office or per registered mail, subject to approval, 
and cash refunded if not satisfactory. 


$1 for cleaning; springs, $1; jewels, $1, an 
return in perfe , BPE 
or eyoğlasges in the worid, $1, prepaid in case. 
Sen 

eyes without glasses, 


THE WATCH OF THE FUTURE. 


The new, latest improved 14 karat filled gold 
e best and most durable in the 
Prices again reduced, 


to heat and cold, $34, Ladies’, 7 


Above movements in 3 ounce silver 


Send me your watches to be repaired. Incloge 
e à I will 
ect order prepaid, Best. spectacles 


lne finest print you can read 14 inches from 
OTTO WETTSTEIN 

,, Rochelle, 
Agents wanted to sell my beautiful Freethought 


badge-pins and charms, and to send watch work 
in lots, 


Liberal discounts, 


ingersoll’s Tributes. 
REDUCED IN PRICE. 
We hav made arrangements whereby we can 


offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. 


The Vision of War, 


The titles are: 


The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 
The price of these heretofore has been 76cts. We 
offer them at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; THE 
THREE FOR FORTY OENTS. Mailed secura 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. - 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place; New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office, Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


ROMANISM, 


DANGER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. - 


Pros, - - - - - 40 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE STRUGGLE 


FOR 


Religious and Politica) Liberty. 


In which the author shows the repeated attempts 
of men of every age to acquire greater political 
liberty ; also vigorously attacks the very founda- 
tion of the religion of every age; dwelling at 
length upon the wrongs of Ireland, and, in detail- 
ing the account of slavery in this country, calls 
the attention of thinking men and women to the 
position of womankind in America. Throughout 
the work is replete with astounding facts and 
weighty arguments which cannot fail to interest 
the minds of this age. 

By THEO. C. SPENCER. 


Cloth, 12mo., 188pp., price 75 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 

Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; Jos, Burgher and 
F. L. Browne, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 
prise,the Oredit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generally 
to the practical solution of the problem o Integral 
Qo-operation. Price, $1 & year; 50 cents for pix 
months. 35 cents for three months 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


85 Cents Each. 
Address TEE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


TRAVELS iN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 


BY ROBERT C. ADAMS. ? 
Cloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Offica. 


FREETHOUGHT ^OVELS, 


The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonnell 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day ol 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 


90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. r 
this novel ig its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perepionity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 
ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
rom 80 gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethoughtranke, Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 


Radical story. From the London edition. By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 
80 cents, 


686. 
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gloetry. 


Truth—A Gem. 


There is a gom of priceless worth, 
And gold can never buy it, 
And should von search around the earth, 
I think you'll not deny it. 
There’s naught beneath the silent stars 
That roil on high their glittering cars, 
There's naught in age, there’s naught in youth, 
That’s worth the gem which men call Truth. 


Giv me that gem of priceless worth, 

Il! clasp it to my breast; 
Where'er I rest in all the earth, 

Bold Truth shall be my guest. 
Though problems meet my anxious gaze 
Hig^ as the beaven’s furthest blaze, 
Aud deep as earth’s voleanic center, 
Still reason is a faithful mentor. 


Dark night of faith. farewell forever ! 

In freedom'8 sun I'l bask ; 
Thy galling chains I'll now dissever— 

Oh, what a glorious task ! 
Iu truths fair reala [ll rear my home, - 
Beneath the shads of reason’s dome ; 
Philosophy ! ?ti« thine to tell 
Of every creed’s dogmatic knell. 

JOHN A. METTE. 
ee 


The Wrestling Match. 


[Heston'a pen. of “The Wrestling Match ” so 
pleased Mr. Sleaker that be thinks a deserintion 
of the following from his favoris noem, Homer's 
“Tiad,” will be appreciated by TRUTER SEEKER 
readers. —ErwrINA.] 

A third bold game Achilles next demanda, 

And oalls the wrestlers to the level sands ; 

A massy tripo? for the victor lies. 

Of twire rix oxen its reputed p ice; 

And uext, the loser’s spirits to restore, 

A female caotiv, valued but at four. 

Scarce did the chief the vigorous strife propose, 

When tower-like Ajax and Ulysses rosa, 

Amid the ring each nervous rival stauds, 

Embracing rigid with implicit hands; 

Glose locked above, their heads. and arms are 
mixed 

Below; their planted feet, at distance fixed, 

Now to the grasp each manly body bends, 

The humid sweat from every pore descends, 

Their honeg resound to blows; sides, shoulders, 
thighs, 

Swell to each erip? and bloody tumors rise, 

Nor could Uivsaes, for his art renowned, 

Overturn th: strength of Ajax oa the ground. 

Nor could t 1e strength of Ajax overthrow 

The watchful caution of his actfnl foe. 

While the loag strife e'en tired the lookers on, 


And grappling close they tumble side by side ; 

Defiled with honorable dust they roll, 

Still breath ng strife, and unsubdued of soul; 

Again they rage, again to combat rise, 

When great Achilles thus divides the prize. 
oe 


Book Notice. 


'* THE IRRELIGION OF THE FUTURE.” 


A very brilliant and powerful book, with 
this title, has just been published by a young 
Frenchman, who wrote before: reaching 
twenty-one one of the best essavs ever 
printed on Epicurus and his French fol- 
lowers; for instance, Helvetius, Holbach, and 
Volney. M. Guyau shows that religion, even 
in the attenuated forms which it has assumed 
in the hands of Emerson, Matthew Arnold, 
and Herbert. Spencer, is rapidly losing its 
hold on thought. Under every legitimate 
definition, it involves contradictions which 
must ultimately prove fatal. Among the 
finest chapters are that asserting the capacity 
of women to become as enlightened as men, 
whenever they become equally familiar with 
the great facts of practical outdoor life, and 
that advising the father to teach his children 
all the truth he can, and not suffer their 
passions to be inflamed and their reason to 
be dwarfed by a80-called religious education. 
As neither of these books has yet been trans- 
lated. though that on Epicurianism was pub- 
lished in 1878, I add. the tiles in the original 
French, **L'Irreligion de L'Avenir" and 
“La Morale d’ Epicure.” They may be had 
for 74 francs each of Felix Alcau, 108 Boule- 
vard Saint-Germain, Paris, or for $2.76 each 
of Steiger & Co., 25 Park Place, New York. . 

It will be noticed that these books cost 
: much less in Europe than here, and so do 
foreign books generally. One was lately 
recommended in Tax TnurH SEEKER with 
the remark that it costs $1 here, but only 60 
cents in London. Part of this difference is 
due to our duty of 25 per cent on imported 
books. "This is simply a tax on knowledge, 
and it is one which presses with peculiar se- 
verity upon us who want to get the freshest 
and highest fruits of thought. If M. Guyau 
had taken the orthodox view of Epicurus, we 
could find his book in the original on the 
shelves of every publie library, and in a good 
translation on the counters of all the large 
book stores. It is not to be found in the best 
public libraries in New England, and cannot 
. be procured except in a foreign tongue, and 
after a month's delay, besides the obstacle in- 
terposed by the tariff. The latter injures us 


_] spread of science. This depends on the rapid- 


h in still another way. Our main hope is in the 


Our Flag Above the Cross. 


This device is for 
paper and envel- 
opes for Secular 
Unions and others, 


ity with which new discoveries can be re- 
ported across the ocean. No scientific man 
here can afford to rest ignorant of what his 
brethren are finding out in London, Paris, 
and Berlin. But if he wants to buy their 


books and pamphlets as fast as published, he PRICES: 
has to pay 25 per cent extra on account of à sca pues 
tariff which, in this case, protects nothing dtuvclopos.. black 


more plainly than ignorance. 

Some of the best books of this sort never 
get reprinted, and even if they all did 
ultimately, the world cannot afford to wait 
for it. The loss from delay, as well as the 
increase of expense involved in boxing books 
and freight, are such serious considerations 
with the activ professional. man ‘that he 
usually gets his books as fast as published by 
mail, and pays the duty rather than wait long 
enough to get a box of them through the 
custom-house, free of duty, on the ground 

"that they are to be used professionally. Even 
that slight-chanee of relief is of no meaning 
for us who want the best books, not as tools. 
of our trade, but as weapons for waging the; 
great war. | 

As what I hav said about the tariff before | 
has been misunderstood, I wish to add that 1 
am by no means in favor of abolishing all 
duties on imports. Iknow of no better way 
to raise a revenue, with the exception of the 
internal taxes on whisky, beer, and tobacco. 
All I want, besides having foreign books 
come in free, is to see such reductions as will 
not only make food and clothes cheaper for 
the poor, but will enable our manufacturer to 
buy his raw materials at lower prices than 8t 
present, so that he may enjoy full possession 
of what my facetious friend, Mr. Denslow, 
calls ** our country's right to make what it 
pleases.” F. M. HoLLAND. 


ink, per pack, .18 
Paper or enveloper 
with local ad. 
dress, 1,000, $6.00 
Half-note, 4colors, 
per quire, . .26 
Envelopes,4 colors, 
per pack, . .25 
Paper or envelopes 
4 colors, with !o- 
cal address, per 
1,000, . . $10.00 
Address 


Tho Truth Seeker. 


COPYRIGHTED. 


Any profit from sales will be devoted to the free 
distribution of Liberal literature. 


L. K. Washbure’s Works. 


Sunday and the sabbath. “A law 


regulating human conduct on the Sabbath is 
&nimpertinence." Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teachiug of the Chris 
tian Church. “The Thirty-nine 


Articles of the Christian church are thirty- 
nine poor, broken-down opinions.” 10 cents. 

The Foolishness of Prayer. “Think 
of a minister's praying God to kill grasshop- 
pers, or trying to induce the Deity to under- 
take a crusade of one against the Colorado 
beetle !” Price, 10 cents, 


Spiritualism: Is Ita Faith or a Fact? 


Price, 5 cents. 
Do You Love Jesus? Price, 5 cents. 
America’s Debt to Thomas Paine. 
Price, 5 cents. 
Is Liberalism Moral? Price, 5 cents. 
A Holy Superstition. Price, 5 cents. 
The Workingman’s Religion. 5 cts. 
Temperance and the Bible. 5 cents. 
Free Religion ; or, the Religious De- 


mand of To-dav. ? Price, 5 cents, 


The Brute God of the 01d Testament. 


Price, 5 cents. 
The Hesurreetion of Jesus Not 
Prov: d. Price, 5 cents. 


The Pub'ie Schoo s and the Catholic 
Chureh. Price, 5 cents. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 
vront -five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 

e wish thatthe friends of Freethought would 
fistribute thousands of these telling picvures, 


BIBLE MYTHS 


AND THEIR 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


The object of the work is to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound; 
to show that they were held in common with ot ther 
uations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. 

“Tt is unquestionably true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else so accessible as they are now made 
in the work before us."—N, Y. Sun, 

1 vol. 8vo. Cloth. About 8001 pages. 


Price, 82.50.. 


Obituary. 
Died, near Osage Mission, Kansas, Sept. 30th, 

Nelson Van. Dyke, aged 16 years. 

The deceased was for many years a strong 
Materialist, and was what might, with pro- 
priety, be called à true Liberal. To the last 
he contended that every person had the right 
to express his honest convictions, and almost 
the last words he used were in condemnation 
of ihe action of the courts of Illinois in 
the Anarchists’ trial. For the last twenty- 
five years of his life he was totally 
blind, still he kept track of the move- 
ments of Liberalism, and nothing delighted 
him more than to hav Tux TRUTH SEEKER 
read to him. He wasa patron of the above- 
inentioned paper from the first year of its ex- 
istence until he passed away. He was also a 
subscriber to the D. M. Bennett defense fund. 
Although for a long time he had been on the 
verge of the grave, his belief never changed. 
He regarded the sun as his father and the 
ea-th as his mother, and death to him was 
but the decree of nature, and not the fiat of a 
ghostly being. He passed away peacefully. 

F. H. Van Dyre. 


Aottoes for Freethinkers. 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the ** God-bless-our- 
home" placards which disfigure the walls of sò 
many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 221-2. The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 
readings :, 


LIII DEZIXIIIILI Meaty ree REPLY 

fe eee os SEE SUM, V TO REY. L. A. LAMBERT'S 
pM ; poe a ee “NOTES ON INGERSOLL.” 
H FREE THOUGHT WILL GIV US TRUTH. H 


By B. W. Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of the Oatholio priest's 
Historical misstatements. 
Price, Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 cents. 


LIFE. 


A PROSE POEM. 


er eee eee ee Serre Terr ry 


Pee neces totes ence otov, 


SUPERSTITION IS THE CHILD OF SLAVERY. 


ee it ee Pere rs 


: THE SCHOOL-HOUSE IS MY PETER 


M 
sett t 


P S UNIVEHOARE MENTAL REREN, e By R. G. INGERSOLL. 

Suveedders Mi MA ME EE ess Printed in colors on board, beveled edges. 
: gue ANE 0 Ku MALTY TS NOW. i Prive 50 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
: AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE. ° d 
Sateen) THE CONFESSIONAL; 


ROMISH AND ANGLICAN. 
An Exposé. 
By SALADIN. Price, 30 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


NEVEE TROUBLE TROUBLE 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


m 


THE WORLD IS MY COUNTRY} 
TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION, 


eret PPP DIL PPPPPPPM 


The price of each of the foregoing i is 25 cents. 

For Freethought societies there is a large card 
22 x 15 inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 30 
cents. Any of these will be sent Postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 


By Gro, M. Davenport. This is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 82 well-filled pages. costing only 
* a quarter,” but as full of meat ag an egg. n i 
well galled se ee a for we find not thin 
practical Hens, ducks. Koo; and bar ove, 
are particularly discussed and their economical 
breeding and keeping treated of. There are many 
practieal hints ai ane keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition to 
the poultry literature of the day. 


TRUTH SEEKER Office, 


The Trinity, from Gibbon’ History of Christianity. 


History of Christianity 


AND 


A VINDICATION 


of some passages in the “ History of the Decline and 
Fall of the Roman Empire” by 


EDWARD GIBBON, Esq. 


With a Life of Gibbon, preface and notes by the editor, 
including critical notes by Guizot, Milman, Werick, 
an “ English Churchman,” and other scholars. 


t vol. 12 mo, 864 pp. Cloth. With 65 engravings. $150 


This.book shows when, where, and how Christianity 
originated, who were its founders, and what were the 
sentiments, manners, numbers, and condition of the 
primitive Christians. 


“T kuow of no book that contains more real arid yal- 
uable information upon the origin of Christianity." 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 

‘One of the most learned and interesting books ever 
written and published.”’—Boston Investigator. 


FOR SALE AT TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE., 


P | Y | | | 
~D— 

A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 


both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
—o— 

The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every” 
where in vindication. 


TOGETHER WITH 
A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death. 
bed of Thomas Paine, 
BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


8pp. Price 15 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Very Cheap Pamphlets. 


We hav on hand a large number of the following 
of COLONEL INGERSOLL'S pamph ets, which 
will be disposed of at cost, as fol ows: 


Ingersoll Catechised: 


His Answers to a Number of Vital Questions Pro- 
pounded by the Editor of the “San Franciscan ;’ 
singly, 8 cents; per doZen, 30 cents; per hundred, 


$2,00. 
ORTHODOXY. 


A lecture, fifty-four closely printed large 12mo 
pages, 10 cents; fifteen, $1; and $6 per hundred. 


Civil Riuhts Speech, 


Including the address of Frederick D 'uglas. fifty- 
three-large octavo pages, singly, 10 cents; fifteen 
for $1; aad $6 p'r hundred, 
Tne Truth «f Ristorr, 

This is a comment by Colonel Ingersoll upen 
the religious lies that hav been told about him- 
self, and first made ita appearance in these col- 
umns. Price 8 cents; 30 cents per dozen; $2 per 
hundred. i 


BIBE IDOLATRY, 
A letter Colonel Ingersoll wrote to the editor of 
the London “Secular Review.” Price 8 cents ; 30 
cents per doz., Or $2 per hundred. 


INGERSOLL ON McG LYNN. 
Being the comments and opinions of Mr. Inger- 
soll upon the fight in the Catholic church between 
the late pastor of St. Stephen’s and his employer, 
the pope. Price 8 cents; 80 cents per doz., or $2 
per hundred. 

We suggest that these be purchased in quanti- 
ties, and given away to Christiane, and it is with 
that not unreasonable exp. ctation that the vrices 
hav been placed so low, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO,, 
28 La avetto PL. New York, 


THETRUTH SEVKF'R ANNUAL 
Price, 25 cents. 


Address 


THE ore SEEKER, OCTOBER 22, 1887. 


Agents for the ‘Truth Seeker. 


- OALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, 8an Jose, Cal. 
CANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto 
I Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
COLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 
MAINE. 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfleld (Post-office, Smyrna 
i Milia. 
MASSA OHUSETTS. 
J oseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MIOHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Chas..Sach, 1888. Division St., Grand Rapids. 
Swan & Co.. 87 Woodward ave. , Detroit. 
MISSOUEI. 
Phillip Roeder, 822 Olive 81., 8t. Louis. 
E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 
Lang & Co., 709 Olive st., St. Louis. 
NEBRABKA. 
Thos. "Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th St., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Uuion Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
H. Adler, cor. Essex & Grand sts., New York: 
' OHIO. 

N. Hexter, 303 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. 

B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA, 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
W.F. Schade, 8, 106 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
TENNESSEE. 


Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
TEXAS. 

L. Andruss, Denison. 

T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 
UTAH. 

James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 

W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 

John A. Jost, Ogden. 

Henry Booth, xum $ 


i GLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnsons Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


Robt. G. Inzersoll's 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 


in the suit of the _ 
Bankers’ and Merchants’ 
graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 


So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that THE TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


1 YT X 
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TARE 


: OB, l 
The Church of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and it8 success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer; the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern. religious, political, and other- 
wise, The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought | 
to his mind. . 


For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


Fathers of Our Republie, 
Paine, Jefferson, Washington, 
Franklin. 


A LECTURE delivered before the Tenth A anual 
Congress of the American Secular Union, 
in Chickering Hall, New York 
November 13, 1886. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 


Price 15 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


IS THE COD OF ISRAEL 
| THE TRUE GOD? 


The Narrativ of the Five Books of Moses, 
Joshua. and Judges, and the 
New Testament. 


By Israel W. Groh. 


Price 25 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO 


[HE 


o? MT 
GRAND, UPRIGHT | 


Unrivaled in Tone, B 


Cor. 87th St. 
Col. Kelso’s Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. 


hammer Logic unsurpassed.” 
silk cloth, $3. 


Deity Analyzed and the Devil's De- 


fense. A thorough analysis of the 
claims for the existence of the Bible deity, and 


THE CE R & 


PIANO. 


Ed 
EN 
PAND SQUARE. 


Touch and Workmanship. 
: M 

en 
New York. 


FACTORY & WAREROOMS, 


MESSA Thira AVS 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Hzact Ratios in Its 
Acquirement and Apportionment. 
. By J. K. INGALLS. 
Price, Cloth, . E $1 09. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


“For Sledge- 
8vo., 883pp., 


an examination in verse of the charges gener- 


ally brought againat his Satanic majesty. 
12mo, 466pp., £1.50. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 


goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 


|PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER 
DEATH IMPROBABLE. 


8how that Ohristians are inconsistent in deny- 


ing the allegéd truths of that philosophy. 
Oloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 


Infidel Death Beds. 


Price, - - 


|HOW TO STRENGTHEN. 
THE MEMORY; 


Natural and Scientific Methods of 


sy 


E ==. 
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` By M. L. HOLBROOK, M.D. 
12mo,160pp., - =- = + 


Address 


NO 


SY 


J 


By L. R. SMITH. 
Pamphlet, 82pp., 12mo, - Price, 10 cents. 
Published and for sale by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


|THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Li 
Secretary of tha American Secular Union. 


. By G. W. FOOTE, 
25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Price 10 cents, ; 
Address Tug TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


$1.00 | A perfectly reliable, accurate pam; hlet. Thougb 
anonymons, itis now known to be the work of W. 

H. Bora; one of our ablest correspondents, More 

E han 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cenis. 

For sale at this office. 


OB, 


Never Forgetting. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pi., New York. 
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Truth Seeker Annual 


—7 AND — 


| [E afrecthinkers’ Almanac, | 
1887. 


(E. M. 287.) 


*FÜDITD + ILLUSTRATIONS. + 


COIlITTEXITTS. 


Calendar for 1887, - - - E - » 
Freethought in the United States, 1886, - 
Liberty. Address by Grover Cleveland, 

The Coming Dawn. By D. Louis Bodge, 
Freethought Abroad, . - - - - 


Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the 
States and Territories of the United States, 
The Right to Testify. By F. M. Holland, 


The American Secular Union. EY Samuel P. 
Putnam, - - 2 - E z . 


The Parson. A Story. By Si Sideus 


o 
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NEW YORK: 


PRICE, 25 CENTS 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 25. 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and: 
free discussions on religious and social questions 
Able speakers interest the audience, N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rate 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Rar 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1690. By WM. Henry 
Burr. Price,25cents, For sale at this office. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of ail Anti-Bibli- 
cal Works, 
By THOMAS PAINE, 
“The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, MB Six copies for 


THE ORISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Grea 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more sucl 
flaming arguments . . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa 
ration." 

Price, 35 cents, 


For either of these works or any of Paine’ 
writings, Address THE RUTH SEEKER. 


VOLTAIRES ROMANCES, 


CONTENTS : 


The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.— Zadig 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princes, 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Orowus. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas,— 
The World: agit Goes.—The Black and the White 
—Memnom the Philoso oher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A QConversatior 
With a Chinese.—P| ato’s Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure i in Indis. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 


engravings. rie cloth, beveled boards, $1.50; 
per covers, $1. 


calf or half morocco, marb. od 
edges, $4.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO, 


THE DAWNING, 


A NOVEL. 
* Oh, heaven! Apollo is.once more amon. 
herdsmen of Admetus, and the herdsmen 
not it is the Sun-god !" 


An octavo volume of nearly 400 pages, bound 
cloth. Price, $1.50. 


Address Tux TRUTH SEEKER Co. 
98 Lafayette Place, New York 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 


From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION, 
Price, 50 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


WORKS OF O. B. WHITFORD. M.D. 


Christianity a Reward for Crime. 


Authenticated by the Bible. 
Paper, 12mo, 29 pages, à z k 


ages, laid paper. With n 


the 
now 


100, 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 


Paper, 12mo, 47 pages, - - - 156 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper; 12mo, 95 pages; 25c. 


A Masonic Vindication of Right. 
A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 36 pages - - >- 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

28 Lafayette Pl.. New York, 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America, 


BY A CAPITALIST. 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime, It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remedy, the author thinks. is in communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it will be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. 


Paper.50c; cloth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT ; 


$c. 


OB, - 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


BY 
H. J. BEIGNEURET, 
Recularist. 
Price, - E - - 10 cents. 
HISTORY 
OF THE 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. M 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 


Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $8 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
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IV. diu to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. G : f [Uf ' 
3 . W. E. Gladstone. 
diews of the Week. THE ORDER OF CREATI TIS v. Dab oso ru cea gms of Ohonght. 
I A Discusston Between stone, By Albert lé, ] 

VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. By Prof. T. H. : 
x cun ee raa Muller, Huxley E. Li Tux sin which is execrated and visited so se. 
Tax book printers of this city are on strike On the Conflict bet ween Gencata ind Geology. VII. A Protest anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- | verely upon the head of the female is ‘equally as 
for a raise of 6 cents per 1,000 ems, and the GONTENTS: - This Ea how book and containsthelatestdisous- | >@d in one sex as in the other, and it is very 
, enforcement of Union rules in all book offices. | 1, Dawn of Oreation and of Worship. By Hon, | ion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of the | Wrong, very unjust, to crush the girl to the earth 


and abandon her to the fate of an outcast, while 


participants are a guarentee of its able character. 
the male is just as respectable as ever and is left 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


Gladstone. 


: E. 
The strike extended to Tar TRUTH SEEKER II. The ‘Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 


Tuomas C. MANNING, 
United States minister to 
Mexico, died at New 
York, October 11th, aged 
fifty-six. 


Tux Freemasons of 
Missouri hav decided to 
expel all members who 
are engaged in the liquor 
business. 


* Miss Muroog,” the 
English novelist, is dead 
at the age of sixty years. 
Her real name was Dinah 
Maria Mulock Craik. 


Miss Rose ELIZABETH 
CLEVELAND, the presi- 
dent’s sister, is instructor 
in a young ladies’ board- 
ing school in this city. 


Tae Rev. Thomas K. 
Beecher, of Elmira, has 
accepted the New York 
Greenbackers’ nom- 
ination for secretary of 
state. 


MiosazL Davirt, the 
Irish agitator, has been 
to America and gone 
away without making 
any speeches or revealing 
the object of his visit. 


LL LA 


Herman 'TuEBER has 
been convicted of incit- 
ing a riot at Union Hill, 
N. J., on the occasion 
of 8&8. meeting of the 
Anarchists. There was no riot and no 
assault, except that made by the police, who 
captured the hall hired and paid for by the 
Anarchists, and refused to allow them to 
enter it. 


Tue yacht Thistle has sailed for Scotland. 


Tue throat trouble of the crown prince of 
Germany is reported alarmingly worse. 


Tux Rev. Dr. Pentecost ran for mayor in 
Newark, N. J., on the United Labor ticket. 
He received 1,861 votes out of 25,594. 


Tux Northern Ohio Insane Asylum, at 
Cleveland, was visited by fire on the 12th. 
Six of the, patients lost their lives, and many 
were injured. 


A MAN named Stain has just been arrested 
in Boston charged with robbing the Dexter 
(Me.) bank and murdering Cashier Barron 
nine years ago. 


DaMagrNe testimony against the moral 
character of the Rev. Mr. Millen, of Brooklyn, 
is being given before the tribunal which has 
his case in hand. - 


In Baltimore, Md., October 11th, Robert 
Ridgely, colored, went to church in sound 
health, knelt at the altar to receive com- 
munion, and immediately fell dead. 


Miss Anna Jounson, librarian of the Work- 
ingmen’s Free Library on Clinton Place, 
attempted to register as a voter on the 11th. 
The inspectors refused to receive her name. 


Caprain Biaok and Moses Salomon, coun- 
sel for the Chicago Anarchists, are in New 
York consulting with Gen. Roger A. Pryor 
about the petition for a writ of error in the 
case of their clients. 


A TERRIBLE railroad accident, near Kouts, 
Ind., October 11th, caused the death of 
twenty persons, and as many more were 
injured. Two trains collided, and the cars 
were set on fire by the stoves and lamps. 


Gxonez Franois TRAIN made some wild 
speeches in Chicago last week on the An- 
archist question, and his arrest was ordered 
by the mayor. Traip left the city to escape 
going to jail. His audiences were greatly 
excited by his harangs. 


Carrain WaALLER, of Camden, N. J., went 
into the study of the Rev. Mr. Tidball the 
other day, and struck him in the face. The 
clergyman did not return the blow, although 
he professed belief in his ability to thrash his 
assailant, . Waller’s grievance was that Tid- 


ball had neglected Mrs. Waller, which is not ; 


the usual complaint in such matters. 


Odds and nds. 


Ir is after a man has attained a ripe old age 
that he begins to fall off, 


A Georaza debating society discussed the ques- ` 


tion: “Did Zeke Slade’s tobacco barn burn up or 
down?” It was decided that it did. 


Do not marry for riches, my son; but remember | 


that the husband of an heiress is seldom obliged 
to ot up at 5 o'clock in the morning and build 
the fire, 


Vi&81TING cards this winter are to be very plain, 
we're told. But those with pictures and spots on 
them will continue to be found useful at evening 
parties, 


Tue Englishman who said there were no ruins 
in this country could never hav met an American 
citizen returning home after a torchlight proces- 
sion in the midst of an exciting election. 


Mrs, O'HazzizY: ‘Now put in another quart.” 
Grocer (putting in second quart): “Why didn't 
you ask for a half-gallon at first and hav done 
with it?” Mrs. O'Harrity : ** Och, bless yez sowl ! 
One quart is for meself and t'other is for Mrs. 
Casey.” 


Missionary (to newly converted savage) : * How 
is it now about eating your fellow-men? It is 
four weeks now since you slaughtered your father. 
Hav you grown better?" Savage: '* Yes, teacher; 
since then I hav only eaten a couple of distant 
relativas." r 

AUTUMN. 2 
Now the sportsman goes forth with his gun, 
In search of a day’s royal fun; 
But returns home anon 
With his powder all gone, 
And his fingers less numerous by one. 


Her father: “Young man, I do not object to 
your calling occasionally on my daughter, but 
you mustn’t stay so late. It was 12 o'clock last 
night before you got away.” Young man: 
* c Got away’ is very good, sir. Ieitber had to 
stay or get my coat torn." 


“T am going to quit,” said a Clifton housemaid 
this morning to her mistress, '* What’s the mat- 
ter?" “I won't liv in a house where I am prayed 
against. Every morning the boss has prayer and 
he says, ‘O Lord, who hatest nothing but the 
housemaid ! " ‘ Why, Bridget, he said, ‘O Lord, 
who hatest nothing thou hast made !" 


LiTTLE Georgie, after his mother had prepared 
him for bed, while still in her lap used to say his 
evening prayer. One night he said, “I don’t want 
to say my prayers in this way,” and getting out of 
his mother’s lap he knelt down before her, and 
placing his open hands together, repeated his 
prayer. When his father heard of this, he was 
much interested. He always felt that this was 
the proper attitude in prayer in the family and in 
{the closet. As nothing had been said to Georgie 
on the subject, he thought it was evidence of a 
sort of natural religion. “ Georgie,” said his 
father, **do you suppose God likes to hay you say 
your prayers this way better than the way you 
used to?” * Oh, I don't suppose God cares any- 
thing about it, I was thinking of the kangaroo.” 
He had lately been to the menagerie and seen that 
' animal sitting on its haunches with its forefeet 


i 
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JOSEPH'8 VARIEGATED COAT. 


Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age, and he made him a coat of 
many colors.—Gen. xxxvii, 3 


on office, but was nipped in the bud by granting preters of Nature. By Prof. T. H. Huxley. free to repeat his conquests as often as opportu- 
' HE EKER OO. 
: : the raise. II. - Tilt. to Solar Myths. By Prof. TEE, T a5 Lafayette E PL.New Ok, | nity may serve.—D, M. Bennett. 


A RoMANTIO girl of seven- 


teen and an easy-going 


young Officer of just twenty- 


one can hardly be expected 
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to understand what is 
needed for solid happinesg 
or the best development of 
their own natures, and» 
married at that age, the 
chances were that they 
would grow apart as they 
older, and that when they 
came to be real men and 
women, they would find 
themselvs thinking differ- 
ently on .every subject un- 
der heaven. And without 
mental sympathy, where ig 
the true joy of home ?—Mrs, 
Linton. 


Bur whoso hath the 
world's goods and. behold- 
eth his brother in need, and 
shutteth up his compassion : 
from him, how doth the 
love of God abide in him? 
My little children, let us not 
love in word, neither with 
ihe tongue, but in deed and 
truth.—1 John iii, 17, 18 (R. 
Y). ' 


AND it came to pasa, that 
on one of these days, as 
‘Jesus taught the people in 
the temple, and preached 
the gospel, the chief priests 
and the scribes came upon 
him, with the elders, and 
spake unto him, saying, 
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placed together somewhat as he placed. his hands 
in saying his prayers. 


A FORTUNE-TELLER can hit a woman's case nine 
times out of ten. '*You've had sickness ‘and 
trouble. You'll hav some property fall to you. 
You do not hav full.confidence in your husband. 
Beware! He is deceiving you! You hav avery 
gentle nature, Everybody loves you. You hav 
had trouble with a relativ. It was not your 
fault, Beware of a blue-eyed woman with a mole 
on her left cheek, She will make you trouble. 
Good-bye--$1—call again.” 


Youna Mr. Whitechoker, the new minister, was 
making an evening call and had occasion to con- 
sult the Bible. *It is in my room," said Miss 
Clara; “I will bring it.” “It is a source of sin- 
cere joy to me,” Mr. Whitechoker remarked on 
Miss Clara’s return, “ when I learn that a young 
lady of the congregation finds pleasure and con- 
solation in consulting the pages of the Good 
Book." Miss Clara blushed with pleasure and 
wondered if she had taken the autumn leaves all 
out, " 

CHARLEY (to his sister's beau): “Say, Mr. 
Griggsby, pa bought a big dog this afternoon, 
&nd he's chained up behind the house, and he's 
going to bé let loose at 10 o'clock." Griggsby: 
“Indeed, Oharley!” Oharley : ** Yes, and he 
bought & shotgun and had copper toes put on his 
boots to-day, and he says if you don't leave by 10 
he’s going to take the law into his own hands. 
Now I want to talk business. What'll it be worth 
to you to hav me poison the dog, take the shot out 
of the gun, hide the boots, and set the clock back 
an hour? I'm ready to open negotiations.” 


A LOVELY TRADE-MARK, 
I met her on the crowded street, 
I gazed upon her face; 
*Twas wondrous fair, 'twas quite replete 
With beauty and with grace. 


Bold Cupid shot.a flaming dart 
From his unerring bow; 

It pierced the center of my heart— 
Who could resist the blow? 


I hastened to her beauteous side, 
I urged my passion great. 

Her eyes superb she opened wide, 
My soul to penetrate. 


: Then held she up unto my sight 
Her hand, a shapely thing; 
And there I saw, in wild affright, 
A plain gold wedding ring. 


** This is my husband's trade-mark, sir,” 
She blithely said to me; 

* And he doth very much prefer 
Infringements not to see.” 


** O happy man !" did I repeat, 
As she passed from my view; 
“ Could I but find a girl ag sweet, ' 
I'd own a trade-mark, too.” 
—Trade-mark Record, 


REDUCED TO $1.00. 


THE STORY HOUR. 
A Book for Children and Youth. 
BY MISS SUSAN H. WIXON. 

Over a hundred fine illustrations. 


Tell us, by what authority 
doest thou these things? or 
who is he that gave thee 
this authority? And he an- 
swered and said unto them, 
I will also ask you one 
thing; and answer me: 
The baptism of John, was it 
from heaven or of men? 
And they reasoned with themselvs, saying, If we 
shall say, From heaven; he will say, Why then 
believed ye him not? But and if we say, Of 
men; all the people will stone us; for they be per- 
suaded that John was a prophet. And they an- 
swered, That they could not tell whence he was. 
And Jesus said unto them, Neither tell I you by 
what authority I do these things.—Luke xx, 2-8, 
[NorE.—The chief priests were evidently caught 
in a trap; but their question was a most reasona- 
ble one, and desorved a more explicit and straight- 
forward answer. ‘Ihe answer displays a certain 
amount of cleverness, but it is altogether devoid 
of dignity and moral weight. At least, I think so. 
—C.) 


Axas, for the main body of clerical proselytizers 
if the personal love of their female disciples were 
accounted to them for sin! and good-bye to the 
influence of the priesthood if it might deal only 
with the intellect of man and not trade on the 
heart of woman ! that heart with all its strength 
and weakness; its hopes, its fears, its passions, its 
desires on which they build their stronghold and 
found their empire. That would indeed be the 
lamp without the oil, the thorns laid beneath the 
pot and no fire at hand to make them burn.— 
Under Which Lora? by E. Lynn Linton, 


Or these are they that creep into houses and 
take captiv silly women laden with sins, led away 
with divers lusts, ever learning and never able to 
come to the knowledge of the truth. And like as 
Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, 80 do there 
also withstand the truth; men corrupted in 
mind, reprobate concerning the faith. But they 
shall proceed no further; for their folly shal! be 
evident unto all men, as theirs also came to be.— 
2 Timothy iii, 6-9 (R. V.). 


ONE GOOD LIFE. 


A sunbeam piercing the forbidden shade . 
Of some drear prison cell has often brought 
Quiet to troubled spirits, and has made 
Dark, morbid brooding change to peaceful 
thought. 


So one good life will prove a guiding light, 
To brighten paths weak mortals oft find drear— 
A beacon in the narrow way of right 
To lure the fallen to a higher sphere. 
—The American, 


Hz who believes in a future life, and at the 
same time believes that making this life good is 
the way, and the only way, to make that life 
happy—such a man cannot fail to find his faith 
his grandest inspiration and his strongest sup- 
port. Knowing that “whatsoever a man sows 
that shall he algo reap,” he will naturally and nec- 
essarily seek to plant ** good seed.” But if, as has 
been true in the case of most religions, he believes 
he can escape the natural regults of his actions if 
he trusts in a God who promises to save him on 
some other grounds than those of conduct and 
character; then his faith in another life may not 
affect his moral life at all, or it may affect it for 
the worse. And if, as has been too often true, the 
being he thinks of as controling his destiny be an 
immoral one, then of course his faith will lead di- 
rectly to immorality.—M. J. Savage. 


mt z 


Tue discoveries which in one age are confined 
to the studious and enlightened few, become in 
the next the established creed of the learned, and 
in the third form part of the elementary princi- 
ples of education.—Dugald Stewart, 
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lotes and Clippings. 


Tur Western Union Company cabled to 
London the times at which the yachts in the 
recent race passed Sandy Hook Point in 
seventy seconds, telegraphic speed which has 
never before been equaled in actual business 
working. k j . 

A prueeist of Pittsburgh, Pa., has been 
adjudged guilty of the heinous offense of 
selling soda-water on Sunday, under a law 
enacted in 1794. We seem to hav a few old 
blunderbusses in this country that are still 
loaded.— World. 

Taz Rev. William Fraser died in the pulpit 
of a Presbyterian church at Brighton, Eng- 
land, recently. He was seen to lean forward 
suddenly, and in a few seconds slipped back 
into the seat. He never recovered conscious- 
ness, and died in a few minutes. 

Tus Baptist Évzaminer thinks that the 
infliznce of Scotch Presbyterianism and of 
Boston Unitarianism was seen when on a 
Sunday the crew of the Thistle went to 
church, and the crew of the Volunteer worked 
their beautiful yacht down the bay and back. 
But the Volunteer got there all the same. 

Henry GzonaE, Land Theorist, and Sergius 
E. Schevitch, Socialist, debated their dif- 
ferences before an audience of three thousand 
people in this city last Sunday evening. It 
is the popular verdiet that Mr. Schevitch 
used.stronger arguments against the single 
land tax than Mr. George was able to bring 
to its support; also that Mr. Schevitch’s 
arraignment of Mr. George was more power- 
ful than his defense of his own doctrin of So- 
cialism. À : 


‘caused the suppression of the ‘paper. 


Tur body of a man who died in Omaha 
was sent to Akron, O., for burial. On the 
case inclosing the coffin was'tacked an item- 
ized bill for $110, which was to.be collected 
before the body was delivered to the friends 
of the deceased man. Among the items was 
& bill of $2 due a priest for saying masses for 
the repose of the dead man's soul. 


SEVEN cases, involving the constitutionality 
of prohibitory laws, are before the United 
States Supreme Court. The Prohibitionists 
are in great fear that the decisions in these 
cases should be like that of Judge Brewer, of 
Kansas, who held that, under the Fourteenth 
amendment, the property or business of a 
citizen cannot be destroyed without compen- 
sation. ; 

** Fonoz is no Remedy,” in English words, 
headed an article on the Irish question in the 
Citizen? Gazette of Hamburg. The police 
They 
said the article indirectly incited the Social- 
ists to violence. The Union Hill, N. J., 
Anarchist Tueber was convicted of shouting 
** Ruhe!” when the police broke up a meet- 
ing. The word is German for ** Peace.” 


AT the session of tbe synod of New Jersey 
at Asbury Park, Oct. 18th, the report of the 
committee on sectarian influence in public 
institutions was read by the Rev. Dr. J. G.. 
Symmes.- It declared that one-half of the 
pupils in the State Reform School at James- 
burg were compelled to attend mass and the 
services of the Catholic church, and were.not 
permitted to attend any other religious ser- 
vices, thus making a form of service compul- 
sory. The report declared that the only 
correct motto for the state must be, Equality 
for all, special privileges for none. 


Tax Rev. Melvin Jamieson, D.D., writing 
from Burmah, says that the nativs hav a 
curious notion of the rite of baptism. One 
very general belief is that converts are held 
under water until they say thatethey can see 
Gaudama no longer. Another idea is that 
the candidates are held under water with 
forked sticks. These notions principally pre- 
vail were Baptist missionaries are stationed. 

AT thé laying of the corner-stone of the 
Roman Catholic parochial school at Middle- 
town, Conn., the Rev. Henry Hennerney, of 
Pawtucket, R. L, the selected preacher for 
the occasion, denounced the American system 
of public schools as heartless, headless, and 
godless. He called the common schools the 
schools of immorality in which divorces orig- 
inate, and said the system is managed by cor- 
rupt politicians. The bishop of the diocese 
and about twenty priests were on the platform. 


A most peculiar and hideous decoration in 
the shape of a necklace, probably the only 


}one of the kind in the world, has recently 


been added to the curiosities in the National 
Museum at Washington. It consists of a cun- 
ningly wrought band of bead-work, depend- 
ent from which are eight shriveled human 
fingers, with tips stained a dull ochre color. 
The necklace was the property of a Sioux med- 
icin man, and it is understood that each finger 
was cut from the hand of a different victim. 


Tanz German barber, whose idiomatic eccen- 


'tricities find expression in the Sun, has been 


visiting the Anarchists. The opinion he 
formed after an extensiv experience is emi- 
nently sensible. He told the Sun reporter: 
** Py Chimmeny Hooky! I hate to hurt der 
feelings even uf an Anarchist, but der facts 
uf der madder is der Anarchists don’t amount 


to as much as der bar bill of a baby at a 
hotel. But if you vant to make 'em amount 
to a heab dake my advice und keeb on hang- 
ing ’em mitout any evidence und clubbing 
’em mitout some oxcuses, alretty. Dot’s der 
vay to make blenty fun, someday, alretty.” 

A ooRRESPONDENT of the Liverpool Daily 
Post tells of this incident that he saw him- 
self, and therefore knows to be true: ‘“‘ Two 
good, kind Christian clergymen, with hearts 
overflowing with zeal in their work as agents 
for the Society for Promoting Christianity 
among the Jews, were seen to track two 
poor, scantily-clad Jews, who were wending 
their way to thé synagog on the Day of 
Atonement. Having reached the old people, 
these worthy gentlemen, with burning elo- 
quence, begged these two lost sheep to turn 
from the wickedness of Judaism, to abjure 
their ancient faith, and allow themselvs to be 
turned into brand-new Christians. Somehow 
or other, these poor Jews did not see any 
particular reason for changing their religion 
at a moment’s notice, and in a respectfu 
manner stated their objection to making 
change. Not to be daunted, however, the 
respectable tooting agents for the society 
tried inducements in the shape of a monetary 
bribe; but this also proved a failure, and the 
clergymen lost a chance for the insertion of a 
paragraph in their anaual report, which, had 
they been successful, might hav been tersely 
worded, ‘Two Jewish souls saved at the 
ridiculously low price of eighteen pence 
apiece.'" The correspondent avers that the 
Jewish conversions are all made in this way, 
and suggests that the subscribers to the funds 
of the society giv their money instead to the 
miserably underpaid curates of the estab- 
lished church. 
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Eleventh Annual Congress. 


SATURDAY MORNING SESSION, OCTOBER 15TH. 

Bright and early that beautiful October morn, 
the officers and delegates of the Eleventh Annual 
Congress of the American Secular Union greeted 
each other with manifestations of delight in the 
elegant rooms of the Chieago society, 116 Fifth 
avenue. 

Our western metropolis is no stranger to Liberal 
gatherings, but this was the red-letter day of Liber. 
alism, for seven states sent their sturdiest warriors 
on superstition to assist in stemming ecclesiastical 


Anarchism from wiping away the foundations of a 


republic—based on reason—and defeat the attempt 
to foist on us the dominion of the scepter and sur- 
* plice. 

R President Courtlandt Palmer received a hearty 
round of applause as he ascended the crimson- 
carpeted rostrum, and in his easy, unaffected, yet 
dignified manner, delivered a felicitous and hearty 
greeting to the delegates, and then outlined the 
work which the Congress was convened to carry for- 
ward. . 

The following committees were then appointed : 

On Credentials: E. A. Stevens, Wm. Redfield, 
Wimibold Boemer. : 

On Nominations: Mrs. M. A. Freeman, F. M. 
Gustin, Harry Hoover, Stafford Bolton, Prof. Chas. 
Orchardson. 

On Resolutions: S. P. Putnam, Otto Wettstein, 
Miss Voltairine de Cieyre, Dr. J. W. Moorman, S. W. 
Devenbaugh. 

On Public Work: John Steves, A. M. Freeman, 
Geo. Collins, W. L. Willis, Ithamar Eddy. 

Secretary Putnam's annual report was then read. 

REPORT OF SEORETARY. 

The work, in detail, of the secretary for the past year has 
been published from week to week in the Jnvestigator and 
TRUTH Serxer, and therefore is known to the Liberals of 
the country, and only the general results need be stated a! 
this time. The secretary has delivered about three hundred 
lectures in New York, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Ohio, 
Illinois, lowa, Kansas, Colorado, Arizona, California, Ore- 
gon, Washington territory, Idaho, and Utah. He has ad- 
dressed about sixty thousand people, traveled twe:ty thou- 
sand miles, sold nearly two thousand dollars’ worth of Free- 
thought literature, amounting to several thousand books and 
pamphlets; he has organized twenty-five Secular Unions 
and Liberal associations, and thronghout the entire field of 
labor a remarkable and most encouraging interest has been 


manifested. It has been a prosperous year, and the outlook . 


at present is more hopeful thau ever before. The work, ot 
course, has been pioneer, and many of the results cannot be 
put into statistics. It has created agitation, thought, and 
wide discussion of the principles of our movement, and this 
has been the purpose in view, for before there can be organ- 
ization there must be life. There must be the materia] pro- 
duced by which a structure can be reared. No one can deny 
that public interest has been aroused, even if the fruits are 
not all that is desirable. As there is some misapprehension 
in regard to the methods and aims of the Secular Union, it is 
best, perhaps, to hav them fully explained, and without 
doubt there will be agreement in adopting measures for 
future advance. It is absolutely necessary, primarily, to 
arouse interest in the Freethought movement. People must 
be made to understand what it is; to realize that it is a part 
of the life of the world. There is profound ignorance in re- 
gard to Secularism. In many communities the name Free- 
thought is not spoken; our books and papers are unknown. 
The only possibly way to awaken these communities is by 
personal presence. The Liberal platform must be occupied, 
and the living voice heard. This must go before all organi- 
zation and systematic labor. One must not wait for orders, 
but go in and do the best he can. 

. cellaneous crowd. Cultivated and wellitformed and 
thoroughly interested Liberals are by no means numerous. 
We cannot carry on our work simply through them. The 
indifferent, the ignorant, must be captured and made a part 
of the advancing army. This necessitates field-work. This 
is of first and radical importance, and therefore the secretary 
has put the emphasis upon this, and made pioneer and lect- 
uring effort the main and almost only effort of the Union ; 
and other effort of more systematic character bas been 
neglected simply because the situation demanded such & 
course. There must be impulse or there can be no advance. 
For the last two years the energies of the secretary hav been 
mainly devoted to attracting the attention of the people of 
this country to the work of Secular teform. One might as 
well undertake to reap a harvest without plowing or planting 
as to organize when there is no desire among the people for 
liberty and justice. System is a good thing, but tirst of all 
there must be the live raw material, or the system only holds 
8 corpse. : : : 

‘With the creation of interest there must be the dissemina- 
tion of knowledge. Our movement is a process of education. 
Tt is not mere excitement. It is of the head as well as of the 

"heart. The lecture system, therefore, has been suppleriented 
by the distribution and sale of Freethought literature. This 
literature to the extent of thousands of volumes would not 
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He must reach the mis- | 


| hav gone forth into the widely scattered communities except 


by the lecture system. By the impulse of the lecture audi- 
ences kav gained a desire to understand the significance of 


this mighty change, which threatens the overthrow of every 


religion of the world and is potent in every land. The 
interest without the knowledge is of slight value; but the 
knowledge makes the interest a gathering power. This has 
been the method of the secretary, and he has endeavored in 
every possible way to scatter abroad the instrumentalities of 
knowledge and education—books, pamphlets, and Free- 
thought papers. "A 

Organization comes last, not first. It is the third step for 
the attainment of our purpose—interest, knowledge, organ- 
ization—this is the process. Of course, there i: he reflex 
movement. Organization makes interest and spr inds knowl- 
edge, but fundamentally organization is a living thing only 
when itis the expressing of interest and knowlege. It is 
not always profitable to organize. To do so rctards the 
cause. It is best to let things be free and easy in some 
places. To force the issue prevents the accumulation of 
power. To bide our time and let life gather in silent ways 
is the most available method at times. Organization must 
come, but come because life is present. ! 

This is the outline of the method of the Union and the 
aims of the secretary. Every suggestion in regard to organ- 
ization is accepted, but it is possible to organize a thing to 
death. To do nothing but organize is folly. To make a 
movement a machine is to finally place it in rusty inaction. 
Organize, but organize life, intelligence, power, interest, 
enthusiasm, knowledge. Organization is not a miracle- 
worker; you can’t make something out of nothing. An 
organized ghost is still a nonentity. Somebody says that if 
you want hare-soup, first of all catch. your hare. So they 
say, organize... But, first of all, hav the Liberals; hav the 
Liberalism; hav a deep and broad interest in the com- 
munity; hav ideas prevalent; hav. agitation, discussion. 
Make life, and then organize. Organization does not create 
life in the world of thought, and to rely on organization 
simply is to meet only disappointment. The power of Free- 
thought cannot be found, and cannot be expressed unless we 
recognize this threefold method of advancement and growth. 
To begin at the wrong end and organize in order to make 
life will giv only au empty form. How easy it is to organize 
on paper, to say what we will do, and to imagin what others 
wil do. It is like a mock battle. There may be much 
noise, but no genuin victory. : 


It is easy to stand off and criticise and declare that this or 


that isthe best course. It is easy to find fault. But the best 
way to criticise, as Michael Angelo says, is by creation; go 
to work, plunge into the wilderness, make life, and then 
organize. 

There is no question that the method pursued by the Union 
is the rigbt method. It is the successful method. Results 
prove it. There never was a time when so many men and 
women hav had a living interest in our cause as to-day, and 
this is because the secretary has traveled from sea to sea, 


j and addressed sixty thousand different people, and met the 


Liberals of the land face to face in actual work, 4: d because 
trom week to week he has informed the Liberals ot the East 
and West of the progress of his year’s campaign, and intro- 
duced thousands of friends to each other in the pages of TRE 
TRUTH SEEKER and the /nvestigator. 

Now, it is not maintained that this work is all. It is the 
beginning, the starting-point. It is simply creating life in 
order that organization and grander work may com». In 
this respect apparently there has been misapprehension. It 
nas been thought by some that the secretary. was in favor 
only of field service; that he traveled from point to point 
merely for temporary effect, and not for permanent result. 
But it will be seen that the method of the secretary includes 
everything that has ever been urged in favor of organization. 
He has simply refused to put the cart before the horse—organ- 
ization before life. He has labored for the last two years of 
nis service to arouse people, to awake attention, to reach and 
interest the world in the Demands of Liberalism. In the 
mean time he has organized many strong and successful 
societies. 

Hitherto, for lack of means, the secretary has -performed 
douhle duty. He has been engaged in field service, and also 
fttended to the affairs of the home office. The work has 
now increased to such magnitude that there must be a 
division of labor. The life of the organization demands 
larger service. There must be somebody always at head- 
quarters, for official correspondence and communication 
with all parts of the country, who can watch the movements 
of the enemy while others are in the midst of the battle, who 
can keep posted in regard to Jegislativ action and distribute 
Freethought ammunition. We want one who can giv 
information and receive information from all the Liber:l 
societies of theland. Knowledge is power, and this knowl- 
edge will be of immense advantage. ‘The pressure of present 
duties, constant calls to lecture every month, and every day 
of the year, forbids the present secretary to engage in this 
work at headquarters, and therefore he resigns the office of 
secretary, which has been to him an honor and a privilege. 
Choosing the platform, he must leave to other hands the labor 
of more efficient combination. 

, À man of energy, of enthusiasm, of.executiv ability, of 
literary power, of unselfish devotion—a truly representativ 
man—should be the secretary of the Union. I know of no 
one who has labored more faithfully for the cause; given 
more time, money, and unpaid service; been more success- 
ful in undertakings for the establishment and promulgation 
of the Nine Demands, than the president of the Chicago 
Union, E. A. Stevens; and 1 name him for a position which 
L know he will ably fill, and there is no doubt that in his 
nands life and organization will go together, and there will 
be no machine, but a living body. 


In the absence of the treasurer the chairman of tbe 
Finance Committee read a report which, though deal- 
ing little with receipts and disbursements, offered 
some practical suggestions as to methods of increas- 
ing interest in secular work. Intending to issue that 
as a circular for campaign purposes, I refrain from 
loading your columns with it now. - 

. By resolution, all annual members were made 
voters and full participants in the proceedings of the 
Eleventh Annual Congress. . 

_ Pending reports of committees, Congress adjourned 
till afternoon session in Madison street theater. 

: AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The theater decorations occupied the attention of 
the audience prior to the continuation of the pro- 
gram. The stage was “set” for a parlor scene, with 
an archway looking out on a lawn. On either side 
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the ‘arch were copper colored shields with insérip- 

tions in black and gold lettering. On.one: `>- ' 

. Keep the church and state forever separate.—U. S. Grant, 
On the other: . . E m 
The divorce between church ‘and state ought:to be.so ab. 

solute that no church property anywhere, in any state, or in 

the nation should be exempt from equal taxation.—Jas. A. 

Garfield. i i 
Depending from the center of the drop-curtain was 

a third : ; 

This is in no sense a Christian nation.— Geo. Washington. 
Hanging from the archway was a silken banner— 

the Stars and Stripes—under whose folds hung a 

large gilded cross, signifying, “ Our Flag above the 

Cross.” R E aaa oa aes ae a 
In front of ‘the speakers’ stand was a framed copy 

of the Nine Demands. Across the gallery stretched 

our motto, ‘Universal Mental Liberty" Hanging 
from either side of the balcony was: 
Secularism has no mummeries, no priests, no supersti- 
tions, no persecutions.—&. G. Ingersoll. 
After listening to a classic piano solo from Miss 
Voltairine de Cleyre, President Courtlandt Palnier 
delivered his most admirable opening address. — 
PRESIDENT PALMER’S ADDRESS. 


LADIES AND GENTLEMEN OF THE AMERICAN SEOULAR UNION: 
It is with considerable diffldence that I find myself to-day 


occupying the place-of him: who for two years past has 


acted as president of this association—of him the power of 
whose eloquence has charmed us by its magic and its music 
—of him whom I am glad and proud to call my friend, Col. 
Robert G. Ingersoll. But though I be not the orator that he 
is, still I would solicit your patience while I address to you 
these, my parting words, as president.of your Union, to 
which high office you.did: me the honor to elect me as the 
successor of the great reformer to whom I hav alluded ;. for, 
although I hav been urged. to accept a renomination, I feel 
that my duties with regard to other Liberal work will forbid 
my acceptance of the compliment. As we look back over 
the history of the National Liberal League, now merged into 
the American Secular Union, as we think of it in its annual 
conventions, I: feel: that we may truthfully say of ourselvs, 
Well done, good and faithful association. Certain it is that 
no one can charge us with interested motivs. We hav puf- 
fered much from misunderstanding and misrepresentation on 
the part of the general public: The thorny crop of prejudice 
is for the most part the harvest which those who sow the 
seeds of progress must expect to reap. But we can take 
this consolation to ourselvs, that we stand essentially for the 
American idea. America herself was conceived in agony 
and brought forth in struggle, and why should we, in.our 
humbler way, expect anything better? I repeat, we may 
take this consolation to ourselvs, that we are Americans of 
the Americans, The United States stands for that which we 
champion.. Both the cause of our smaller Secular Union 
and the cause of our greater national Union are embraced in 
the one word. Secularization. It is interesting to. observe 
with how little straining and twisting we can adapt the 
words of the United States Constitution to express our own 
aims and objects. Take, for instance, the preamble, the 
words of which are, or should be, familiar to all, to wit: 
t To form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure do- 
mestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote 
the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to 
ourselvs and our posterity.” It seems to me undeniable that 
should our ideals and aspirations be effected, every one of 
the objects expressed by these clauses would tend more fully 
to their realization. But further, our Constitution affirms 
“that the United States shall guarantee to every state a 
republican form of government.” Now, what is a repub- 
lican form of government? Again let our Constitution an- 
swer in its own words.. A republican form of government, 
in one respect at least, is indicated in this, ** that Congress 
shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion; or 
prohibiting the. free exercise thereof," all of which is only 
another way of saying that the United- States maintains 
the position which we maintain, and which it is our object 
to fully realize, namely, the complete separation of church 
and state. i ; 

Ours, therefore, is at once the fight of secularization and of 
constitutionalism. Ip pursuance of this object, we hav 
sought to remove the last remnants of this union of church 
and state, on the basis of justice to all and privilege to none, 
on the basis that a secular injury to one citizen is an injury 
to every citizen. We hav therefore insisted upon it that the 
Bible shall be eliminated as a. work of divine revelation from 
our public schools. It is manifestly unjust in a republic that 
a Protestant Bible should be inflicted upon a Catholic child, 
or that. the New Testament should. be forced upon the 
Jewish child, who has been taught to believe only in the Old; 
or that both Testaments should be imposed upon the off- 
spring of a Freethinker who believes in the inspiration of 
neither. In the same manner we hav insisted upon it that 
the exemption of our churches from taxation was a palpable 
wrong, since to the extent that each church avails itself of 
that exemption, to that extent must the tax be made up by 
imposition upon other citizens, which places Protestahts in 
the position of at least partiall supporting & Catholic 
church, Catholics & Protestant church, Jews a Methodist 
church, and so on, through the whole list of the denomina- 
tions. On the same method of reasoning, we demand that 
Sunday shall be man’s day and not the Lord’s day; that 
judicial oaths shall be abolished, and that simple affirmations 
on the basis of manhood and character, under the pains and 
penalties of perjury, shall take their place, and that chap- 
lains shall be withdrawn from our legislatures, since it is 
evident that no chaplain can at once put up a prayer. repre- 
senting at once in the same breath a Theist and an Atheist, 
both of whom hav an equal right to their honest thought 
and to a representation in our national assemblages, if they 
can secure it by ballot. And so I might go on recapitulating 
what we are so familiar with, as the Nine Demands of 
Liberalism, which constitute the platform of the. American 
Secular Union, but I hav cited enough by way of illustra- 
‘tion. : DE 

I cannot, however, refrain, in passing, from alluding on 
our basis of justice to all, and privilege to none, on our basis 
of the complete separation of Church and State, to the 


| greatest fight that we hav fought— namely, our contest 


against Presbyterianism in the Post-Office. Under its shriek 
of obscenity this religious clique did succeed in carrying 
through Congress a law forbidding the transmission of inde- 
cent and immoral literature, so called, through the United 
States mails. That some good was thereby accomplished 


cannot be denied, but the price was too great. It was pay- 
ing too dear for the whistle, and we may take to ourselvs 
the credit of being the only organization in the United 
States which had the courage to maintain this position. For 
. we asserted that even the narrow ideas of Presbyterianism 
on the subject of decency and morality in connection with 
the mails, could only be accomplished at the price of a ques- 
tionable system of espionage and decoy, that it could only be 
' accomplished at the price of the actual infringement of our 
Constitution, which givs to Congress simply the power '* to 
‘establish: post-offices and post roads,” and not to. regulate 
the morality of the mails. We maintained that the provision 
was, after all, practically void, since even if the mails were 
controled, venders of vice had a thousand facilities beyond. 
We maintained, in truth, that more immorality was produced 
than removed by the provision, since morality in its essence 
can only exist under liberty, that is, morality can only exist 
_, through the building up of character, and character must 
wither under all arbitrary compulsion. All of our demands, 
it seems to me, may be summed up in our eighth one, 
which calls for the inculcation of a secular morality. Secu- 
lar morality means the secularization of character; it means 
that human motivs shall become paramount in human 
affairs; it means a higher devotion and self-sacrifice ; it 
means a kinder heart to impel us, a keener head to direct 
us, and a defter hand to carry out the behests of head and 
heart. 


Now, I would say right here that it appears to me that, 
without retreating in the least from our position, we might, 
by amore wisely-directed policy, secure the codperation of 
' thousands of liberal Christians throughout our land, be- 
cause it must be evident, from a review of what I hav 
. said. that our mission is based simply upon the American 

idea of Fair Play, and all honest men ànd women should be 
glad to assist in such a cause on the simple plea of justice 
aud humanity. As I look at the Protestant church in 
America, it seems to me it' does not need much prophetic 
vision to foresee that it is speedily destined to undergo & 
great disintegration or division. 'The more orthodox sec- 
tions will be likely to fall into the arms of Roman Catholi- 
cism, while the more liberal Protestants must, under the 
drift of our age, infallibly tend to ally themselvs with the 
newer Protestantism of the nineteenth century. I would ask 
your.earnest consideration of this suggestion. 

But I see it is as Freethinkers that we are called together 
in this Congress. If this be necessarily so—if it be only as 
Freethinkers that we are to prosecute this work—then I 
would, in this my parting address, endeavor to impress upon 
you my view of the terrific responsibilities under which you 
labor. Let us consider well what we are doing, what is the 
import under our Freethought crusade of the separation of 
church and state. ` It is this, my friends, that we are driving 
the old church, as far as in us lies, more and more into the 
background; we are aiming blows at the old religion; we 
are undermining the old motivs and destroying the old con- 
solations—the old consolations which presented a father in 
the skies ready to sympathize with and succor his children 
on earth, to whom he has sent his only son to die, in order to 
deliver them from the pains of hell hereafter and redeem 
them forever in the skies. Whether false or true, these con- 
victions hav been, and. still are, the solace of multitudes of 
minds. 

But, again, the removal of landmarks is tantamount to a 
revolution, not only as to the yonder in heaven, but as to the 
here on earth. Our agitation signifies, ** This world for the 

eople of this world." In its logic it means the results of 
abar for the laborers. It means ‘the passing of power 
from the classes to the masses.” 


` This double responsibility imposes inferentially upon us 
the duty of at once providing a substitute for the old faith, 
and of striving to see to it that the coming earth revolution 
may be one of peace, and not one of violence.. Voltaire wit- 
tily said, ** If I remove a cancer, why should you ask me to 
put anything into the place of it?" But Ifeel that it was 
more the wit than the humanitarian who thus spoke. In the 
words of a later French philosopher, **If we destroy we 
must replace." We, therefore, practically make ourselvs 
responsible for a new religion. And, in truth, a new faith 
has dawned upon the earth; a faith, indeed, into which we 
hav been baptized by the angel of time—the faith of Thomas 
Paine, of Voltaire, of Victor. Hugo, of Darwin, of Herbert 
Spencer, of Draper, of Goethe, of Shelley, of Comte; the 
faith of Wakeman and of Ingersoll; the faith, in a word, of 
Humanity ; the faith that comes in, as real knowledge takes 
the place of guess knowledge, and altruistic motivs take the 
place of selfish ones. It behooves us, then, as Freethinkers 
that we supply to civilization a new God, a new Christ, 
a new atonement, and a new heaven. The old Jehovah, 
indeed, is sinking unto death, but in that unnamable, 
unknowable power underlying and permeating all things—a 
power we can only know as our minds interpret its laws—in 
that power I feel that we may find, as Goethe says, ‘‘ the 
all-upholder, the all-enfolder,” whose ** everlasting arms are 
beneath us,” and in which, in a nobler and truer sense than 
ever before, we liv, and move, and hav our being. A new 
Christ has come to us in the shape of that organic-unity upon 
earth, in its vast continuity and solidarity—humanity, whose 
daily effort and struggle, whose nightly death and matin 
resurrection, bring to each and every one, if he will but 
accept it, a new atonement, making us at one with all this 
vast cosmic order which surrounds us, and making us at one 
jn a regenerate human brotherhood. Thus again a new 
heaven is provided. The heaven of better things to be upon 
this earth, when man shall be free from superstition, and 
shall rest alone under the reign of reason.‘ The heaven 
which is now realizable through the imagination, and which 
may be made to exist within the hearts and souls of every 
one of us. 


When this consolation ‘‘ devoutly to be wished” shall hav 
been realized, then, as I dream of the good time coming, we 
shall see, not a separation, but a union of church and state. 
True, a theological church*must be kept separate from the 
secular state, as far as the poles asunder, for the one is based 
at the bottom on absolute despotism, the other on democracy, 
but in the millennium we are speaking of,. I say there will be 
a union of church and state—that is, of a secular. church 
with a secular state. True again, that even these in their 
way must be kept separate, as theory must be kept forever 
separate from practice. The office of the spiritual power in 
those days will be to advise, to educate, to consecrate; that 
of the temporal power to provide, to govern, to execute; but 
like two horses in one span, they will pull together harmoni- 
ously, to draw onward the car of progress and civilization. 
Our methods toward these great ends must be the simple 
ones of persistent, untiring education and agitation to be 
brought to bear finally upon the ballot. When this shall be 


accomplished the world will belong to us. ^I then may say, |. 


slightly paraphrasing the words of Tennyson : 
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Let knowledge grow from more to more, 
. But more of reverence in us dwell, 
‘That church and state according well 
May make one music as before, 
Bat vaster. | 
One word more and [am done. I began these imperfect 

remarks with & tribute to our retiring president, and I end 
them with a tribute to our incoming president, Mr. Samuel 
P. Putnam. A graduate from the theological ranks himself, 
he understands the spirit of the orthodox believers suff- 
ciently at once to oppose them in their errors, and welcome 
them as they show signs of Liberal tendencies. I hav long 
known him, studied with him, and I feel sure that as he has 
been in the past a working secretary of the League, so he 
will be in the future its working president. He has 
thoroughly earned the honor to which you hav now raised 
him. A poet in his imagination, he is in his judgment and 
action a man of affairs. Iam sure that he possesses every 
qualification to lead the Union on toward a higher and 
grander success than ever. I wish both him and the Union 
well. 


Judge C. B. Waite (author of “History of the 
Christian Religion," “Suffrage a Right of Citizen- 
ship,” etc.) was introduced, and interested his hear- 
ers with his reminiscences of personal acquaintance 
with the brilliant Norwegian Bjornsterne, with the 
venerable Hugo, with Professor Volkmar, Dr. Samuel 
Davidson, and other Liberals and prominent Free- 
thinkers during his three years’ sojourn in Europe. 
Judge Waite argued from his personal experience 
and intercourse with the leading minds of Europe 


that the days of dogmatic theology would soon be. 


numbered with the past, and that Liberalism was 
making advances everywhere. 

Harry Hoover, the veteran warrior of the Pitts- 
burgh League, was next on the program, and he 
had chosen for his topic “The Sunday Laws.” [It 
is the intention of the Union to issue this address as 
a part of its campaign literature; so help us, friends, 
with funds. ] 

Samuel P. Putnam delivered his address on “ Dan- 
gers Ahead ;” and the Inter-Ocean (the daily organ 
of Chicago piety) painfully admits his remarks 
“were brimful of points and logic from the stand- 
point of Liberalism, and were frequently and loudly 
applauded.” 

* Poverty, Mr. Putnam said, “was the curse of 
humanity and the supreme problem of the day, but 
neither Christians nor Christianity had ever proposed 
& remedy. Religion had its origin in the heart, not 
in the intellect. It was a stream of sentiment. The 
Chureh representing feeling and the State represent- 
ing force, were sought to be united with prejudice 
and bigotry in full control. The National Reform 
‘Association, sided by the Women’s Christian Tem- 
perance Union and the Prohibitionists, were striving 
to put God in the Constitution and stifle the rights 
of man in society. But Liberalism was gaining 
ground even among church-goers and preachers— 
the onward march of intelligence was irrepressible— 
and if Liberals would take concert of action this 
church and state movement, which has grown so 
powerful, might yet be averted.” 

Putnam isa sort of platform pile-driver, sending 
powerful and unerring blows at Christian shams and 
superstitions, and his address was plentifully punc- 
tuated with applause. At its conclusion the audience 
were invited to become members, and many accepted 
the invitation. 

EVENING SESSION. 

A large audience greeted Herr Julius Vohlteich, 
ex-member of the German Parliament, who delivered 
a glowing address in his own language on the right 
of free speech, the liberty of thought, and the work 
the Secular Union had inaugurated. As the two 
principal Turner societies in Chicago had materially 
assisted financially toward the expense of the Con- 
gress, and issued special circulars inviting their mem- 
bers to participate, this address was highly gratifying 
to them. 

At this point Pres. Courtlandt Palmer announced 
the receipt of a telegram of interest to all. Heread: 

New York, Oct. 15, 1887. 

CouRTLANDT PALMER, Dear Sir: I regret that it is impos- 
sible for me to be with you. All I can do is to send my 
regards, my congratulations, and my benedictions. 

R. G. INGERSOLL. 
'"Phis was received with deafening applause which 
took some seconds to subdue. 

The following letters were also read: 

: NEwBuRYPORT, Mass., Oct. 4, 1887. 

Dear Mz. PutSAM : I cannot be with you in Chicago; the 
distance is too great, and my work here too exacting. But 
my interest in the gradual and evolutionary secularization of 
all human institutions is greater than ever. Nothing more 
is to be expected from the theologies which hav amazed and 
tormented mankind so long. Let us hav a pure and univer- 
sal Secularity. I trust you will hav a successful meeting in 
every respect, and meet the thorny questions with tolerant 
good humor. The work will be slow and difficult always, 
since it has to deal with human credulity, which believes 
falsehood with great ease, and receives trutb with a difficulty 
proportioned to its importance. If we only had a stupendous 
lie to promulgate, what crowds of followers we should hav, 
and how many boxes of our panacea we should sell! But 
we hav nothing but truth! Very truly yours, 

' James PARTON. 


Revere, Mass., Oct. 11, 1887. 
Dzar PursAM: I shall not be able to accept your kind 
invitation to be present at the Congress, but I am in full 
sympathy with every effort to promote the cause of Liberal- 
ism, and wish you a large meeting and a successful one. 
I regret that more of our public men hav not the courage 
of their opinions. i 
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The. principles of Liberalism should be advocated by men 


| and women in the foremost stations of. life; and that this is 


not done is not because these principles are not worthy such 
Support and advocacy, but because men and women are 
recreant to their duty. : : E 

The peculiar religious customs and practices which are 
now maintained at the nation's expense are either relics of a 
previous union of church and state, or the signs of such a 
union in the future. If the former, they should be abolished 
at once; if the latter, they should not be tolerated, and 
must be discontinued. Any recognition of a particular 
religion, or any toleration of the forms of a particular 
religion, in & republic where the whole people are the 
government is a manifest injustice, inasmuch as there exists 
no agreement upon religious matters. 

I regard the Nine Demands of Liberalism as the nine com- 
mandments to the American people. All the essential ideas 
of the American Secular Union are founded upon human 
rights, and may be formulated into political principles. 

Our Union asks for nothing that is unjust to the individual 
or dangerous to the nation. 

We are working to save liberty to the mind of man; and 
to do this, I believe, we must kill Christianity as an eccle- 
siastical organization. The country’s flag must be above the 
church’s cross! [ hold that this free country—this American 
nationis worth more to mankind than every religion in the 
world. 

. Let every man candidly ask what he is doing for the. pro- 
mulgation of our principles, and candidly answer if he is 
doing all that he ought to do. Thus far Liberalism has been 
mostly a crusade of one, a single lance, against a thousand 
shields. Hereafter let us unite our forces against the enemy, 
and may victory follow the right. 

Yours for political, religious, and industrial freedom, 

; ` L. K. WASHBURN. 


To tae OrrickRs, LADIES, AND GENTLEMEN OF THE 
ELEVENTH ANNUAL CONGRESS OF THE AMERIOAN SEOULAR 
Union, Ésteemed. Friends: It seems strange that in this com- 
parativly enlightened age the only band of thinkers that rep- 
resent the cause of absolute truth and fact should still be 80 
sadly in the minority, and still be compelled to struggle 
against the combined opposition of the vast masses com- 
prising the so-called Christian race. But such is the sad 
reality. 

The church in the past has swayed such vast authority, ex- 
hibited such adroit audacity, established such an absolute 
autocracy, and assumed such an air of infallibility that in 
course of time the poor victims of this hierarchal conspiracy 
were entirely at their mercy. The masses crouched sub- 
servient at their feet; individual thought was limited, 
reason banished, and credulity triumphant. The most 
absurd theories and doctrins were invented and promulgated, 
then readily accepted by the ignorant masses as truth and 
f..ct, until finally, in the course of many generations, these 
falsehoods were almost universally accepted. as final truths. 
Mysteries and miracles were taken for granted, as self-evi- 
dent facts, and.the few daring to disbute them were de- 
nounced as Infidels or madmen, and burnt at the stake. 

This whole fabric of fable and assumption is still the giant 
delusion of the age, without a shadow of proof, probability, 
possibility, analogy, or necessity in its favor. l 

The basis of theology is simply and absolutely nothing, 
but it is supported -by the existing priesthood for gain and 
power. It is beyond reason, logic, and knowledge; beyond 
nature, time, or space. Theology is an attempt to explain 
the natural by the supernatural, and by methods of the super- 
natural. It divests an infinit and eternal system of nature, 
of inherent powers and potencies to assume harmony and 
order, and to evolve from matter and force, man, beast, tree, 
and flower, and invests some giant charlatan, beyond the 
realms of nature, with supernatural acrobatic powers to 
create and manipulate all the countless number of bodies 
sweeping through endless space, and to call into being man, 
tree, and flower by power of volition. It postulates a be- 
ginning for the universe, and & creator for all things, but 
illogically assumes that this creator never began, and is con- 
tent to assume that this creator can exist without necessitat- 
ing another creator to create him. It pretends to see a 
logical necessity for a creator to create the scen, but com- 
placently rests here, and stubbornly refuses to apply this 
logical necessity to the unseen. Whatever is seen, real, it 
insists, necessitates a God, but God, by virtuc of his invisi- 
bility, is exempt from this law. "Therefore, God is God only 
by virtne of his. invisibility, because, should he become a 
visible reality, by parity of reasoning these same sophists 
would be compelled to repudiate him, and instantly fly again 
to realms of nothing and there postulate a new God! 

Theology divests everything in nature of potencies to 
cause or produce anything, but invests an imaginary nothing 
beyond nature with powers to do everything! 

The time is not far distant when the God idea will be ex- 
ploded and relegated to realms of fableand spooks. Already 
the hetter minds within the church hav virtually discarded 
the original Bible God and are now laboring earnestly to 
create a new God of their own make. Beecher was, and 
Swing, Thomas, Savage, all the schools of Unitarians, Spirit- 
ualists, etc., are to-day practically Atheists. Tne God idea 
originated when the first book of Genesis was written, and 
this account invests God with the body cf a man. Therefore 
the only true God of the Christian is a man. Deny this man- 
God and you are an Atheist, because all loftier, later 
evolved, improved or revised ideas of a God are not of a God 
at all, but only the vague, unauthoritativ speculations of 
half-way philosophers, who, having inherited notions of the 
origiual man-God, and recognizing their absurdity, proceed 
upon their own responsibility to invent, design, or create a 
new God, but with precisely as little truth for a foundation 
as the original God-inventors and without a shadow of a law 
or authority. nn 

Ali notions concerning a God are on a par. Sitting Bull’s 
and Professor Swing’s are equally absurd, and when analyzed 
in the’ crucible of reason all alike explode like an air-bubble. 
Man's ignorance alone requires a God, because all known 
effects hav natural causes,and his ignorance of a God is 
infinitly greater than his iguorance of nature. The universe 


| is a mystery, but it is a reality, grand and supreme. God— 


no matter whose God—is an infinitly greater mystety, and 
absolutely beyond knowledge and fact. The grand cosmos, 
filling all space, needs no proof, but a God exterior, interior, 
or superior to it is beyond proof. 

The time has come when we can reason without fear of 
death or persecution. Then let us reason fearlessly, thor-. 
oughly, and proclaim the results of our honest thoughts 
boldly to the world. As between the dogatism of the Theist 
and Atheist there is a vast difference. The burden of proof 
devolves npon those affirming. Let God prove himself, or 
let his champions furnish proof consistent with the advanced 
thought of the present day, then we will all! kneel and wor- 
ship him. But, the Bible relegated to realms of fiction, even 


by-the best minds within the church, what proof remains for 
a God? None, absolutely none. The sum total of all exist; 

'ence, nature—in grand aggregation or in minutest detail—is 
not God, but the basis of the grand belief we advocate and 
represent. Whatever is, exists, and has a being, is not God, 

, but belongs to the great category of facts upon which we 
base our belief. All outside of this, all outside of all—which 
is nothing—this alone is the basis for a God. : 

. The unproved and illogical assumptions of the church, 
therefore, are rankest dogmatism, while the belief we proudly 
and dogmatically advocate has for a basis all the facts of 
nature and truth. 

God is a natura] impossibility, an anomaly and logical ab- 
surdity. Professor Swing bas faithfully applied all the 
ingenuity of his colossal intellect to create a God consistent 
with logic and reason, but, alas! what a sad failure he has 


made of it. He indignantly repudiates the anthropomorphic’ 


God of the Bible, but places his God ‘‘here, and there, and 
everywhere; in the morning star, on Sirius, in the laughter 
of a child,” and in everything beautiful, yet instantly agsin 
invesis him with personality of the masculin gender, apply- 
ing personal pronouns like *' he,” ** him,” ** heavenly father,” 
etc., a man still] He divests him of all attributes of. hate, 
revenge, and tyranny, but invests him with all the tender 
solicitude of a human father and friend—a human being still, 
but never God. 

An infinit God is an impossibility because nature alone is 
infinit, and *' here, and there, and ev-rywhere,” and conse- 
quently cannot contain an infinit God. 

The assumed attributes of God—love, wisdom, etc.— 
necessitate personality, because science recognizes them only 
a8 existing within living animal organisms. As the retina is 
needed to produce sight, the eardrum to produce sound, so 
the brain and nervous system are a necessity to produce in- 
telligence or mind. But this in turn necessitates a physical 
body. and this of necessity is limited and can never fill an un- 
limited universe, neither be ‘‘ here, there, and everywhere” 
at the same time. Therefore a physical God cannot be a 
God and all it implies. Now, then, if an infinit God cannot 
possibly exist in an infinit universe, nor a finite God possibly 
exist in every portion of it, the church must define a God or 
stand convicted of fraud and deception. 

This not being forthcoming, the God idea vanishes from 
our beautiful earth, and man alone is the true autocrat of all 
he surveys, acknowledging all his equal, but none superior. 
Naturalism is the only fact that remains. This we worship, 
and for humanity we liv and strive. 

Confining ourselvs to facts, to truth, to logic and reason, 
we are therefore justified, yes, forced, as honest men and 
women. to renounce the dogmas transmitted to us from ages 
of barbarism, and henceforth revel in the glories of nature as 
illumined by the rising sun of science, the burning torch of 
reason and Freethought. Yours with best wishes for our 
grand cause, OTTO WETTSTEIN. 


The chief attraction at this session was the lecture 
announced for Mrs. M. A. Freeman, vice-president of 
the American Secular Union, who never fails to draw 
a large audience, and whose subject was ‘ His Satanic 
Majesty.” Mrs. Freeman’s treatment of her topic 
kept her hearers in a merry mood, as they frequently 
interrupted her pungent humor, biting sarcasm, and 
clever irony with laughter and applause. It is use- 
less to attempt a synopsis, as every sentence is a Sec- 
ular sermon, but she concluded with: “ They say the 
devil was chained one, thousand years. We havn't 
missed him, the priests and parsons hav so well 
represented him. We ask you Freethinkers to help 
us, in this land of Jefferson, Franklin, and Paine, in 
elevating the Stars and Stripes above the cross." 
There is already quite a demand for the publication 

of that lecture. 
MORNING SESSION. 

President Palmer opened the Congress, and the 
Committee on Public Work, in the absence of Com- 
mittee on Credentials, made the following recom- 
mendations : 


Your committee recommend this Congress to resolve it to 
be the duty of the officers of this Union: 

First. To institute, or aid in instituting, a practical lecture 
bureau, either as a state institution or as local divisions of 
states of the fashion of circuits, to facilitate the lecture 

. service and the sale and distribution of secular Freethought 
literature. 

Second. To advise with and assist the members and 
officers of the local auxiliary Secular Unions, and the friends 
of justice in the several states, to maintain the laws thereof 
against the propagation of sectarian dogma and doctrins, 
-and the celebration of religious sectarian ceremonies in the 
public schools and the state colleges and universities. 

ITHAMAR Eppy, Jonn STEVES, a M 

Jas. TUTTLE, A. M. FREEMAN, Om: on 

W. L. Wizus, Gro. COLLINS, j Publii Work. 


After some discussion, the report was accepted. 
The Committee on Credentials made the following 
report, which was adopted: 


Your Committee on Credentials respectfully report that 
the following named persons, representing accredited auil- 
iary Leagues or Unions, life and annual members, are en- 
titled to seats and votes in this Congress : 

Courtlandt Palmer, New. York city; S. P. Putnam, New 
York city ; *Leonard Geiger, Hudson, N. Y.; *W. L. Willis, 
Kokomo, Ind. ; Harry Hoover, Pittsburgh, Pa. ; F. A. Wichel- 
man, Chicago, Il; Alex. Risk, West Union; Wm. Red- 
field, Daniel Davis, L. Stansbury, Liberal League, Fayette 
county, Ia. ; D. I. Johnson, Dwight, Ill. ; E. P. Bosworth, 
Marsailles Ill.; B. W. Devenbaugh, Brimfield, Ind.; Otto 
Wettstein, Rochelle, Il.; Dr. J. W. Moorman, Fort Madi- 
son, Ia.; Thomas H. Dodge, Butler county, Ohio; W. F. 
Kelly, Springfield, Il. ; Edward S. Pope, Indianapolis, Ind. ; 
Wm. Oakley, Dwight, lll. ; C. E. Nicodemus, Forreston, Ill. ; 
P. H. Martlett, Chicago, Il.; Miss Voltairine de Cleyre, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. ; J. A. Greenville, Clinton, Ia.; Ithamar 
Eddy, Rome City, Ind.; James Tuttle, Atlantic, Ill. ; John 
Mahara, Charles City, Ia. ; B. Thorpe, Beaver Dam, Wis. ; 
John Durant, Creston, Iowa, William Walker, Dwight, Ill. ; 
Sohn Irwin, Chicago, IIl.; W. Phillips, Algonquin, lll.; 
“Lucius West (“ Uncle Lute”), Kalamazoo, Micn., Judge 
C. B. Waite, Hyde Park, Ill.; Edward Hay, Shebanse, Ill. ; 
C. E. Harris, Hyde Park, Ill. ; Mrs. L. L. D. Gustin, Frank 
M. Gustin, Fort Madison, Iowa; J. H. Collins, Barnum, 
Minn. ; Chas. Zeigler, Du Quoin, Ill.; H. S. Voltrow, Port- 


* New life-members. 
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Jand, Ind.; W. H. Barker, Sweet Home, Ind.; G. Barr, 


Chicago; Joseph Hay, Shebanse, Ill; Prof. _ Chas. 
Orchardson, Chicago; C. B. Reynolds, North Parma, N. Y. ; 
Thos. Galpin, Chieago; Geo. Newkirk, Mrs. Geo. New- 
kirk, Paxton. Ill.; W. H. Burke, Chicago; 'Thos. R. God- 
dard, St. John's, Ill.; Wm. C. Howard, Volo, Ill. ; Wm. 
Lindsay, Ottumwa, Iowa; H. Norton, Upper Sandusky, 
Ohio; E. R. Evans, John Steves, Durand, Iil.; Jas. M. 
Gruber, Adolph Anderson, A. C. Berg, O. E. Brown, Hugo 
Schmidt, Thos. B. Fogelslad, Chas. A. Fraenkel, Otto Reis, 
Chicago; Mrs. Mary Sample, A. M. Freeman, Mrs. A. M. 
Freeman, A. D. O'Neil, Englewood, Ill.; L. Sorenson, North 
Lake, Wis.; N. C. Dahl, Dr. E. S. McLeod, E. A. Stevens, 
Wimibold Boemer, Chicago; Fred Beilfeld, delegate from 
Vorwarts Turner Society. Respectfully submitted, 

E. A. STEVENS, Com on. 


W. BoEgMER, $ 
Wm, REDFIELD, j Credentials. 


Charles B. Reynolds, of Boonton fame, read Treas- 
urer Eckhard’s report, the details of which already 
hav appeared in Tan Truru Sxexer. The Committee 
on Resolutions reported as follows: 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Resolved, That the American Secular Union invites the co- 
operation of all who favor the total separation of church and 
state; its platform is the Nine Demands of Liberalism; its 
work is to achieve and maintain. a purely secular govern- 
ment; all other reforms, however important, are. left to 
special instrumentalities. While members of the Union hav 
absolute liberty of thought and action in regard to every in- 
tellectual, moral, social, and political question, yet differ- 


‘ences of opinion among thoughtful men and women upon 


such questions make it necessary that the Secular Union con- 
fine itself to the Nine Demands of Liberalism, which are the 
&xioms of Freethought; and, on this basis, all true American 
citizens can unite for the triumph of liberty and justice. 

Resolved, That the Secular Union sympathizes with all 
efforts for the amelioration of human toil; for the removal 
of poverty and the extension of wealth and happiness as the 
reward of labor; and is in favor of every just method by 
which the working-people can be advanced; for the work- 
ing-people are the glory of the republic, and their elevation 
makes the true civilization of the world. 

Resolved, That the Union recognizes. the full equality of 
woman, according to the Declaration of Independence; that 
she is a citizen, and is entitled to the rights of citizenship ; 
and political subjection in the past has been the result, not of 
natural justice, but of ecclesiastical legislation.  . 

Resolved, That the Union favors increased facilities for a 
Secular and especially a manual training in our public 
schools, affirming that physical health is necessary to intel 
lectual progress, and that industrial education is as requisit 
to good citizenship as mental disciplin. 

Resolved, That the Union recognizes the value of social life 
and the cultivation of the spirit of fraternity, and rec- 
commends the celebration of all holidays by Liberal asgocia- 
tions, and especially suggests that the coming anniversary of 
the birth of Thomas Paine, the author-hero of the American 
Revolution, be made the occasion in every community for 
festivals of Freethought and the promulgation of the Demands 
of Liberalism. - 

Resolved, That for the practical work of the coming year a 
fund be raised by contributions of friends throughout the 
country, the first thousand dollars of which fund is to be for 
the salary of the secretary of the Union for one year from the 
date of this Congress, and all contributions above this one 
thousand dollars are to be for incidental expenses, the publi- 
cation and distribution of Secular literature and legislativ 
work under the management of the Board of Directors. 

Resolved, That in the death of Dr. T. L. Brown and A. T. 
Lilly, vice-presidents of the Secular Union, the Union laments 
the loss of generous comrades, noble citizens, stanch advo- 
cates of Freedom, and ardent workers for the welfare of hu- 


manity. 8. P. PUTNAM, 
Orro WETTSTEIN, | VoLTAIRINE DE CLEyRE, Po ee 


S. W. Devensauan, Dr. J. W. Moorman, 
The resolutions were, after some discussion, unan- 
imously adopted. 


Mrs. Freeman presented the report of, the Commit- 
tee on Nominations : 


Your committee beg leave to place in nomination the fol. |. 


lowing. For 
President, Samuel P. Putnam. 
Secretary, E. A. Stevens. - 
Treasurer, Charles Eckhard. 
Chairman Executiv Committee, E. B. Foote, Jr. 
‘Chairman Finance Committee, Edgar C. Beall. 
Vice-Presidents, Col. R. G. Ingersoll, Courtlandt Palmer, 


T. B. Wakeman, Charles Watts, John E. Remsburg, Horace 


Seaver, James Parton, Mattie A. Freeman, Mattie P. Krekel, 
Dr. J. L. York, Charles B. Reynolds, Prof. Charles Orchard- 
son, L. K. Washburn, W. 8. Bell, M. M. Secor, Otto Wett- 
stein, Wm. Redfield, 8. W. Devenbaugh, Wm. Algie, Ro- 
man Staley, H. P. Mason (Utah), N. D. Godell (Cal.), D. W. 
Smith (Wash. Ter.), James Wardwell (Idaho), J. W. Black 
(N. J.), Thomas J. Truss (Col.). 

Mrs. Freeman supplemented her report by saying 
the Committee had unanimously decided on the pres- 
ent incumbent of the presidency, but learned it was 
his desire to be succeeded by Mr. Putnam, and, in 
deference to his wishes, they had regretfully accepted 
his resignation. Mrs. Freeman paid graceful tributes, 
individually, to the retiring executiv, to their nominee 
for that post of honor, and to the other candidates. 
Those who were not present ‘missed a wholesale 
candy store. 

A motion to elect individually by ballot was voted 
down, and a motion to elect the entire ticket by viva 
voce vote was carried. 

The nominees were then elected unanimously. 

The retiring president welcomed in a few well- 
chosen words his successor to the chair. 

On motion a vote of thanks was tendered Mr. 
Courtlandt Palmer for his sympathy and services, 
and the secretary was authorized to prepare suitable 
resolutions expressiv of the gratitude of the Union 
to the retiring president, which was adopted unani- 
mously by a rising vote amid much applause. 

In response Mr. Palmer reviewed in a neat, modest, 
impromptu speech his early training, his Christian 
predilections, and his development into radical re- 


forms. Referring to the notoriety he had achieved 
he said: “Some were born great, some achieved 
greatness, and some had greatness thrust upon them, 
I am of the latter category, for none could be more 
diffident than I.” While he would do ell he could 
for the cause of Secularism, his health made it im. 
perativ that he should resign, but he had few regrets 
on that seore, as he knew the organization would hay 
the boundless energy and undimmed enthusiasm of 
his noble friend, Samuel P. Putnam. 

Mr. Palmer’s speech captured the Congress, 
eroused a glorious enthusiasm, and each earnest 
Liberal present felt impelled to do his duty, and 
nobly they responded to the call for financial assist. 
ance, round after round of. applause greeting the 
announcement of the sums the delegates pledged 


on the : 
ROLL OF HONOR. 


Courtlandt Palmer ...... ......... eee eec ee eee cese theatre $100 00 
Chicago Secular Union ... . - 100 00 
Col. Robert G. Ingersoll.......... 100. 00 
Dr. E. B. Foote, New York City. 100 00 
A. D. O'Neil, Chicago. ...... EPRIN een n nnn 50 00 
8. P. Putnam ($25 paid)...................... seen 50 00 
Leonard Geiger, Hudson, N. Y.................. ees 50°00 
Hugo Schmidt, Chicago............. 25 00 
N. C. Dahl, NEUES 25 00 
Jas. Tuttle, Atlantic, Ill............. 25 00 
J. A. Greenhill, Clinton, Ta........ ve’ 25 00 
Alex. Risk, Fayette'county, Ia....... EAEE ENTA 10 00 
Dr. J. W. Moorman, Fort Madison, Ia................... 10 00 
F. M. Gustin, MEME LL En 10 00 
P. H. Marlett, Chicago ....................... 10 00 
W. F. Kelley, Springfield, Ill... ; 10 00 
Fayette County (Iowa) Secular Union .. 10 00 
B. Thorpe, Beaver Dam, Wis................... 5 00 
W. H. Burke, Chicago ............ 5 00 
E. S. Pope, Indianapolis 5 00 
F. A. Wichelman, Chicago......ccccccscssccecsscstensceeees 5 00 
Wm. Lindsay, Ottumwa, Ia........... eee enne 5 00 
H. Norton, Upper Sandusky, Ia................ eee. 5 00 
W. L. Willis (life member), Kokoma, Ind.............. 5 00 
W. R. Boemer, Chicago................. faa ctiesvtesveescuese 5 00 
Prof. Chas. Orchardson, Chicago... Mes 5 00 
J. H. Collins, Barnum, Minn................... inen 5 00 
S. W. Devenbaugh, Brimfield,Ind......................-.. 5 00 
Wm. Redfield, Fayette county, Ia.. 5 00 
Joseph Hay, Shebanse, Ill.. A 5 00 
W. Phillip... ... isiat vesi ees uby e vaa ko iisa 5 00 
Wm. Walker, Dwight, Ill...................ceeeeeeeeeeenne 5 00 
Daniel Davis, Fayette county, Ía...................... Mr 5 00 
A. B. ©., Chicago.................eeeeens e REPE 5 00 
W. H. Barker, Sweet Home, Ind................. s 5 00 
E. R. Evans, Durand, jii E HON VOV es VES Race 2 00 
J. M. Gruber, Chicago 2 00 
C. H. Kidder, “ 2 00 
Wm. C. Howard, Volo, Ill..................... EA 2 00 
Sidney E. Brown, Chieago................ ener 1 00 
Edward Hay, Shebanse, Ill ..................... 1 00 
Ithamar Eddy .................. 1 00 
E. B. Boswor'h...................eeeeeese 1 00 
Ambrose Sorenson, North Lake, . 1 00 
M. Enfield, Clorinda, Ia........................ ese. 1 00 
R. Newkirk, Paxton, Ill..........................«.. 1 00 
Lizzie M. Chidester, Chicago........ ...................-e 1 00 
Hattie J. Mercer, PNE 1 00 
Wm. Brenneman, EET ETE 1 00 


[Will the friends notify the secretary if any amounts are 
omitted or any mistakes made ?—E. A. 8.] ; ) 

With this sort of spontaneous enthusiasm in a 
simple business meeting, who shall say that Liberals 
hav lost faith in the only organization which is bat- 
tling for Freethought and its freest expression? 

After adjournment the delegates generally lingered 
in the hall for social interchanges and congratulations 
at the conclusion of labors well performed. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

Under the leadership of Prof. Chas. Cobbelli, the 
splendid singing section of the Aurora Turn Verein, 
numbering twenty-five trained voices, added to the 
attractions and made the theater resound with mel- 
lifluous melody, rendering various songs in such 
manner as to enrapture the audience. 

President Putnam then introduced Miss Voltairine 
de Cleyre, who gave an excellent address on “ Secu- 
lar Education,” giving evidence of culture and capac- 
ity, and, as the Daily News remarked, “she bears 
the stamp of genius.” It is scarcely necessary to say 
that her theme was highly appreciated. 

Prof. Chas. Orchardson, who, like Felix Oswald, 
whom the writer dubs the “great condenser,” gener- 
ally manages to get more points and force in a 
twenty-four minutes’ speech than falls to the lot of 
ordinary mortals, followed. His points of sarcasm on 
the “ Morality of Christian Teachers” were not well 
taken by the aforesaid teachers, provided such were 
present, but they were by the assemblage on this 
particular occasion. 

After more singing, and an encore, E. A. Stevens 
walked up like a lamb te the slaughter, and gave a 
lecture on “Secularism vs. God in the State,” in 
which he presented about twenty-four specific indict- 
ments against God-in-the-State interference. At the 
conclusion he took his post at the door to solicit 
funds to pay expenses of the Congress, in orthodox 
deacon fashion. 

EVENING SESSION. 

Miss de Cleyre played an inspiring prelude on the 
piano as an introduction to Courtlandt Palmer's lect- 
ure on the “Aristocracy of Freethought.” As a 
literary production, no commendations of mine can 
add to its value. It is du premier ordre—8a scholarly, 
erudite criticism on the aristocracy of pretense and 
an ennobling commendation to the aristocracy of 
mental and moral worth. To say that it was highly 
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appreciated but faintly conveys the manifestations of ! selected in the heart of the city a beautiful hall for 


approval it received. . 

Ín the absence of Dr. Severance, Mrs. Freeman 
gave another admirable address to the delight of her 
hearers. 

Chas. B. Reynolds. was then introduced by Presi- 
dent Putnam, who, pointing to the flag “above the 
cross,” said that because the flag was still above the 
: eross our friend Reynolds is with us to-night instead 
of reclining in one of the jails or penitentiaries of 
New Jersey. Mr Reynolds was received with tumul- 
tuous applause. 2 

After alluding to New Jersey loving kindness, how 
much they sought after him, and how it was owing 
to the interposition of our ex-president, Colonel 
Ingersoll, that he was not occupying one of the great 
publie institutions of that state, Mr. Reynolds gave a 
rousing rallying-cry for Secularism by taking for his 
text “Think for Yourselvs.” His address was 
simply inimitable, and “brought down the house," 
convulsing them with laughter. 

The secretary read the list of newly elected officers 
for the edification of the audience, and each name, 
from beginning to the end, received a round of ap- 
plause The Eleventh Annual Congress thus con- 
cluded its labors, and congratulations and leave- 
takings became the next in order. 

E. A. Stevens, Secretary. 


Finances. 
AMOUNTS OOLLEOTED FOR EXPENSES OF OONGRESS. 
Chicago Turn Gem- Secular Union (per 
CINEC........0ceceeacevenee $25.00!  treasurer).. ............. $50 00 
Aurora Turn Verein.... 20 00 | Courtlandt Palmer.,.... 25 00 
Robt. Liudbloon......... 10 00 | Chas. J. Sundell......... 8.00 
Dr. A. Bassett............ 5.00 | John F. Turner........... 2.00 
Dr. E. A. Bassett........ 5.00 | F. C. Russell.............. 2.00 
Dr. E. S. McLeod. ...... 5 00 | F. B. Tobey............... 2.00 
Mrs. Mary Sample...... 5 00; T. W. Hineam............ 1.00 
Stafford. Bolton........... 5.00 | A. D. O'Neil.....:..... 1.00 
N. C. Dahl................. 5.00 | Julius Leon................ 1.00 
F. A. Stauber............. 5.00 Edwin Milner............. 1.00 
A. L. Singer............... 5.00 : 


OONTRIBUTIONS FOR EXPENSES OF OONGRESS FROM LIFE MEM- 
BERS AND ANNUAL MEMBERS. ` 


Leonard Geiger......... .$25:00 | J. Barr. ..................... $1.00 
W. L. Willis. ............. 25.00 ; : 
E. P. Bosworth. ......... : 1.00 
J. A. Greenhill........... 1.00 
Otto Wettstein........... 1.00 
J. W. Moorman.......... 1.00 
Voltairine de Cleyre.... 1:00 
Ti Body ieicereie cicccvestes 1.00 : 
Jag. Tuttle................. 1.00 | Wm. C. Howard......... 1.00 
John Mahara.. ........... 1.00 | Daniel Davis.............. 1.00 
B. Thorpe.................- 100|Geo. Newkirk............ 1.00 
8. W. Devenbaugh...... 1.00 | Mrs. Nellie Newkirk... 1.00 
John Durant. ............. 1.00 | Jas. M. Greber........... 1.00 
John Irwin................. 1.00 | Adolph Anderson....... 1.00 
Wm. Walker.............. 1.00| Thos. B. Fogelstad..... 1.00 
W. Phillips................ 1.00 Amandus I. Ellingson. 1.00 
C. B. Waite................ 1.C0 | Otto Reese. ............... 1.00 
C. E. Harris............... 1.00 E. R. Evans............... 1.00 
Frank M. Gustin......... 1.00 | H. Norton.................. 1.00 
‘Mrs. L. D. Gustin....... 1.00} Ambrose Sorenson...... 1.00 
Thos. Galpin............. 5.00 | Wm. Lindsay............. 1.00 
Chas. Zeigler.............. 1.00 | A. D. O'Neill. ........... 1.00 
H. S. Voltrow............ 1.00 j Collections at Congress :48.00 
Total collected........... E T E ETE $330.00 
Total expended... ............ eese ener 330.00 
$000,00 


These receipts and expenditures are not connected with 
the Campaign Fund, which is reported else where. 
SAMUEL P. Pornam, Secretary. 
I certify that the foregoing account is correct. 
E. A. Stevens, Ch. Fin. Com. 


REPORT OF EXPENSES OF OONGRES$. 


EOM CURE TEE $130.00 
Services of speakers.... 


Services of SCCTetAry......c.ecccsessesecceseeiavenseeeseseat tee 50 00 
Advertising (newspapers). . ......... ne P 22.50 
Decoration... ..cccecccsesesscsccenscene neret 18.00 

Printing (12,000 circulars, 3,000 programs) and dis- 
tribution of Circulars............ccecseseceesccoeeeeeares 45.00 
Miscellaneous expenses. ............. esee eee eene nene nenne 14.50 
. $330.00 


I certify that the above account is correct. 
E. A. Stevens, Ch. Fin. Com. A. S. U. 
SAMUErL P. PurNAM, Secretary. 
— 99,99 —————————— 


News and Notes. 


One not acquainted with the elements of Free- 
thought might hav been discouraged at the small 
number of delegates and members of the American 
Secular Union present at the first business meeting 
on Saturday, but having for the last two or three 
years studied the situation, we were not discouraged, 
for we knew that this was a representativ assembly ; 
that every man and woman in it was a working 
force, and were present at our little gathering be- 
cause they had a deep and earnest interest in the 
cause, and were ready to do their best for its success. 
With such an assembly, to make a beginning was 
half the battle—it was the signal for ultimate victory. 

It was an executiv assembly, and the work was 
well and quickly done. The Chicago Secular Union 
hav neat and elegant rooms for their meetings, and 
such bright surroundings are a help to cheerful and 
profitable labor. A large, dingy hall is oppressiv in 
its environments. Even if we are pioneers, we like 
that which reminds of the freshness and magnificence 
of nature itself, and our, Chicago friends hav wisely 


their local gatherings. 

The spirit of good-will and enthusiasm prevailed, 
and it was evident that everybody meant to take hold 
and do their share to make the Congress a success. 

Our meetings for lectures and addresses were held 
in the Madison-street Theater. In the afternoon of 
Saturday a fair audience was present. Courtlandt 
Palmer, president, made the opening address, which 
was a clear exposition of our aims and an eloquent 
expression of the spirit of our work. Judge Waite 
followed with a most interesting discourse on “ Free- 
thought in Europe,” and the secretary closed with a 
lecture on ** The Dangers Ahead.” 

In the evening a much larger audience was pres- 
ent, and Mrs. M. A. Freeman gave her new lecture, 
“ His Satanic Majesty," which was, indeed, a very 
entertaining presentation of the doings and sayings 
of this wonderful personage. At the same time the 
lecture was a deep and instruetiv unfolding of the 
demands of justice and liberty. Our German friends 
were also present, and a ringing address was made in 
the German language by Herr Julius Vohlteich. 

Sunday morning a most important business session 
was held for the election of officers and the laying 
out of the work for the coming year. The results 
will be noted in regular reports. Suffice to say, we 
hav reached harmonious action, and never was there 
promis of nobler work and more cordial cooperation 
of friends. 
E. A. Stevens as secretary. I know him as a valiant 
comrade, an incessant worker, a man of comprehen- 
sion and insight, and avigorous writer. His business 
ability is of the highest order. The confidence of 
Liberals in his administration was evinced by the 
fact that in a few minutes the sum of eight hundred 
dollars was pledged for his support. This, no doubt, 
will be swelled immediately to one thousand dollars 
and upwards. Mr. Stevens has consented to assume 
the burden, the responsibility, and do the work for 
one thousand dollars, a less sum by hundreds of dol- 
lars than what he now receives in commercial pur- 
suits. I know that every generous Liberal in the 
land will respond at once with his contribution, and 


make it sure that this sum will be guaranteed. The | 


president, be it understood, will hereafter receive no 
salary. Like the rest of his comrades he will work 
his passage, and will. sweep the deck or do anything 
in order that the ship of Liberalism may ride the sea 
in, triumph. 

Sunday afternoon there was a large gathering. 
The Aurora Singing Society gave some excellent 
music. Miss Voltairine de Cleyre delivered an inter. 
esting, bright, and sensible discourse on “Secular 
Education.” Our young friend has a promising 
future. As an orator and a writer, she combines 
youthful fire with a cultivated intellect and clear views 
of life and duty. 

Professor Orchardson is well known as an original 
and interesting speaker. He always goes tothe root 
of the matter. His criticism of Christian morality cut 
like a surgeon’s knife. 

Then the new secretary, E. A. Stevens, gave his 
practical and excellent lecture, ™ Secularism vs. God 
in the State.” This bristles with facts, arguments, 
and appeals, and will make one of the best campaign 
documents of the year. 

Iam sorry that we missed an address by Harry 


, Hoover, of Pittsburgh, on ** The Sunday Laws.” How- 


ever, we shall hav his already prepared material for 
a Secular Union pamphlet. The subject is of vast 
importance, and no man can treat it with greater skill 
and logic than Harry Hoover. 

Sunday evening our retiring president, Courtlandt 
Palmer, gave that noble exposition of the chivalry of 
Liberalism, “ The Aristocracy of Freethought,” which 
was received with frequent and enthusiastic applause, 
The theater was crowded. Over a thousand people 
were present. It was a grand and inspiring close to 
the Congress, which is one of the most important 
and influential ever held, and will, no doubt, be a 
notable land-mark in Liberal annals. 


We made the most of the time, and had one of. 


Mrs. Freeman's short, sparkling speeches, which al- 
ways thrill to action. This eloquent exponent of 
Freethought should be kept constantly in the field, 
for she is 8 most entertaining, persuasiv, and thought- 
ful orator. 

C. B. Reynolds, fresh from his field work, made 
one of his happy addresses, and his audience was 
thoroughly entertained by his quaint and humorous 
descriptions of orthodoxy, and vigorous appeals to 
action. 

We hav had a noble gathering. We go home with 
brighter faith in the work, and the men and women 
who are to carry it on. I do not think there is a 
discordant note. Amid all differences there is har- 
mony a8 to general purpose and plan. 

I hav enjoyed exceedingly my sojourn among 
Chicago friends. Not only the Congress, but the 
life of this great city, has an exhilarating effect. You 
are in the midst of a world that is going onward. 
There is room here to grow. From vast distances 
the tides of business flow to this magnificent mart. 
It is a good place for our headquarters and for 
annual congresses, However, our Pittsburgh friends 


Especially do I rejoice in the election of | 
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want ug to come there. I hope we shall, for I know 
that our battalion at that place is always marching 
on, and will giv a rousing welcome. I do not know 
but what we can afford to hav two grand mass 
meetings & year, one in the East and one in the 
West, such is the interest that is now aroused. 

My friend A. D. O'Neil always takes good care of 
the Secular pilgrim. I sleep every night alongside a 
vast collection of birds, and so, of course, hav happy 
flights of the imagination, with these gorgeous colors 
and glittering wings about me that suggest so much 
of life and nature, MES 

A baby has been born into the house since I was 
here, and he is so bright that I think he will make a 
good Infidel, although he has a Christian mother. 
He looks wise enough already to scorn the creeds of 
the churches. He knows more, at least, than any 
theologian, and I would rather learn of him than of a 
bishop. He cannot talk, and in that respect he sur- 
passes the orthodox preachers. He looks like his 
father; he is the exact image of his mother; he is 
the tyrant we all admire; and as I look into his 
black and lustrous eyes I hav an inkling as I write 
these notes that he will some day be president of the 
American Secular Union. I welcome baby to this 
world, bright promis of the future, who givs more 
hope to humanity, more cheer to toil, and more 
sweetness to life than all the Bibles and the churches, 
and when he touches manhood's eager prize I know 
that this world will be more beautiful, more happy, 
than it is to-day, and so with reverence I take the 
tiny fingers of the child, radiant prophet of our ever 

owing humanity. 

I am at Alliance Sunday next, and at Farmdale, 
O., October 29th and 30th. 


ONWARD STILL.—GREETING TO L. K. WASHBURNE. 


Where the Western gold is brimming 
J hav seen the waters bright; 
Like those waves our ranks are massing 
’Gainst the shadows of the night. 
Night may come, but still the billows 
Send the starlight on to dawn— 
Greet the dawn; and so we greet it. 
Heart and hope are not withdrawn. 


J hav seen the snowy mountains 
Touch the heavens with beaming crest, 
Flash the orient fire of morning 
To the sunset of the West. 
Storms may come, but still those summits’ 
Steady greet the circling sun, 
With the same resplendent foreheads 
As if the world were just begun. 


Thus from every battle’s thunder 
Fresh with hope our pennons surge, 
And we hail the radiant dawnings 
On the future’s ample verge. 
Onward still to hights sublimer 
Rolls the conflict wide and vast, 
And one gain is but another 
Summons of Truth’s bugle-blast. 


I hav seen the rivers, dashing— 
White-maned steeds—alony the course, 
Furious leap to glorious darkness 
Where the rocks impede their force. 
Thus our heroes rise and vanish 
In life’s swift and earnest call, 
All forgetting save the doing ; 
Doing grandest when they fall. 


Yes, I see the promis broaden 
O'er a thousand leagues of way. 
What is mighty Nature saying 
But that truth will win the day? 
From her breast I feel the pulses 
Of the hope that will not fail ; 
In her rugged grandeur burgeons 
Freedom’s flower that cannot pale. 


From ocean unto ocean . 
Hearts are brave and hearts are true, 
Deep unto deep is flowing, 
With the wonders of the new. 
Man is marching sunward, onward, 
To the East and to the West; 
From the error and the darkness, 
To the mountain’s beaming crest— 


To the sea, that singeth ever 
Of the things that yet will be— 
Knowledge, power, and vast endeavor— 
In the reign of Liberty. 
Man will triumph, force of nature, 
In his beating heart and brain; 
Man will triumph—not by worship, 
But by toil, for gods are vain. 
Comrade, greeting! Greeting, Washburn, 
Far along the army’s front! 
Noble soldier, fortune with thee, 
Ever in the battle’s brunt! 
All the voices of the mountains, 
And the voice of all the sea, 
Giv my heart no sweeter guerdon 
Than the voice you fling to me. 
Chicago, Oct. 18, 1887. SamorL P. Porna. 


_ OHO 


What Mrs. Freeman Says About the Congress. 


` To all lovers of liberty the Eleventh Anuual Con- 
ess of the American Secular Union sends greeting ! 
Blackened skies, falling rain, and muddy streets 
had been the prevailing dispensation for some time. 
Every Saturday and Sunday the inevitable shower 
had come down, but on the morning of October 15th 
the sun shone out gloriously ; the warmth of summer 
returned; the city took on its brightest hues, and 
Continued on page, 100. 
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Communications. 


The Bible of Nature; or, The Principles of 
Secularism. ` 
A CONTRIBUTION TO THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE. 


, BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 
' Author of "Physical Education," “The Secret of the. East,” eto. 
III.—Mozar Maxims. 
CHAPTER XIV.——FRIENDSHIP. 
A.—Lessons of Instinct. 


Philosophers of the utilitarian school have begun 
to reéstablish the long-forgotten truth that Material- 
ism is the indispensable root of the plant which 
bears its flowers in spiritual aspirations. The con- 
sequence of universal practice is the best test of a 
dogma, and if all men were to divest themselves of 
their earthly possessions and devote their lives to the 
hyperphysical vagaries of the Galilean messiah, there 
would soon be neither crops to harvest nor bread to 
eat, and unworldly saints would starve as surely as 
ungodly sinners. ‘“Ideality” may be the crown of 
ihe brain, as the brain is of the body, but the organs 
of the mind cannot dispense with the aid of the 
alimentary organs; the pinnacle of the social fabric 
needs intermediate supports. Education has to 
secure the welfare of the body before it can success- 
fully cultivate the faculties of the mind ; and it is not 
less certain that a man has to be a good -patriot before 
he can be a worthy cosmopolitan, and a good friend 
before he can be a good patriot. 

In the progress of individual development the in- 
stinct of friendship asserts itself at a very early 
period. Its recollection hallows the memory of the 
poorest childhood. The shepherd-boys of the upper 
Alps travel dozens of miles over cliffs and rocks to 
meet their friends at a salt-spring; on the shores of 
the Baltic the boys of the lonely fishermen’s cabins 
frequent their trysting-places in spite of wind and 
weather. Early friendships throw the charm of their 
poetry even over the dreary prosa of grammar-school 
life; the fellowship of school-friends forever endears 
the scenes of their sports and rambles, and for many 
a poor office-drudge the recollection of such hours 
“holds all the light that shone on the earth for him." 
True friendship smoothens ihe rough path of pov- 
erty, while friendlessness, even in the gilded halls of 
wealth, is almost a synonyme of cheerlessness: 

Ich wüsste mir keine groessre Pein, 

Als wiir’ ich im Paradies allein, 

says Goethe. ‘To be alone in paradise would be the 
height of misery." Friendship will assert itself 
athwart the barriers of social inequality, and its 
germs are so deeply rooted in the instincts of primi- 
tive nature that, in default of a communion of 
kindred souls, the bonds of sympathy have often 
united saints and sinners, nay, even men and brutes. 
The traditions of Grecian antiquity have preserved 
the possibly apocryphal legend of a dolphin that 
became attached to the company of a young fisher- 
man, and after his death left the sea in search of its 
friend, and thus perished ; but the story of Androcles 
was confirmed by the experience of Chevalier 
Geoffroy “de la Tour, a crusader of the thirteenth 
century, who was charmed, but finally distressed, by 
the affection of a pet lion that followed him like his 
shadow, and at last fell a victim to his attachment by 
trying to swim after the ship that conveyed: his 
master from Damascus toGenoa. The traveler Bus- 
bequius mentions & lynx that set his heart on escort- 
ing a camp-follower of a Turkish pasha; and Sir 
‘Walter Scott vouches for the touching episode of the 
Grampian Highlands, where a young hunter met his 
death by falling from a steep cliff, and was found, 
months after, half covered by the body of his favorite 
deerhound, who had followed his friend to the happy 
hunting:grounds by starving to death at the feet of 
& corpse. 

Among the ancestors of the Mediterranean nations 
the betrayal of a friend was deemed an act of almost 
inconceivable infamy; friends and friends engaged 
in a pledge of mutual hospitality, which was held 
sacred even in times of war; and among the natives 
of the South Sea Islands a similar brotherhood of 
elective affinities existed in the society of the Aroyi, 
or oath-friends, who held all property in common, 
and in times of danger unhesitatingly risked their 
own lives in defense of their ally's. Professor 
Letourneau has collected many curious anecdotes of 
that devotion, which should leave no doubt that 
altruism inits noblest form ean dispense with the 
hope of post-mortem compensation, and, indeed, with 
all theological motives whatever. 

B.—REWARDS OF CONFORMITY. : 

Unselfishness is the soul of true friendship, yet i 
nevertheless remains true that all instincts are 
founded on the experience of benefits or injuries. 
During the rough transition period from beasthood 
to manhood, when our uncivilized ancestors roamed 
' the forests of the foreworld, it must have been an 
incalculable advantage to the individual hunter or 
herder to secure the cooperation of a trusty compan- 
ion, whose watchful eye would double his chance of 


finding food or avoiding danger, whose stout arm 
might parry a blow which unaided strength would 
have failed to avert. As in other circumstances of 
natural selection, those who most successfully availed 
themselves of such advantages had a superior chance 
of survival and consequently of transmitting their 
disposition to subsequent generations, and the habit 
of friendship thus became a hereditary instinct. 

The social system of civilized life has-since devised 
manifold substitutes for the cooperation of elective 
affinities, but various unalienable advantages. of the 
primitive plan have been more or less clearly recog- 
nized by all nations, especially by the manful and 
nature-abiding nations of pagan antiquity. The 
benefits secured by the mutual aid of sympathizing 
friends are not limited to the guarantee of civil rights, 
but extend to the realization of individual hopes and 
the indulgence of personal inclination and predilec- 
tions, as well as to the higher privileges of a mental 
communion for which the panders of selfish wealth 
have as yet devised no equivalent. The power of 
approbativeness, the main stimulus of ambition, is in- 
finitely intensified by the emulation of noble friend- 
ship, which, in the words of an ancient philosopher, 
* inspires to deeds heroic, and makes labor worth the 
toils that lead to success.” Such friendship inspired 
the heroism of Theseus and Pyrithous, of Harmodius 
and Aristogiton, of Nisus and Euryalus, and recorded 
its experience in proverba which have few parallels in 
the languages of the Christianized nations: “ Solem 
e mundo qui amicitiam e vita toliunt”—“ They de- 
prive the world.of sunshine who deprive life of friend- 
ship" “Amicum perdere damnorum est maxi- 
mum”— To lose a friend' is the greatest of losses." 
* Amicus magis necessarius quam ignis aut aqua" 
—“A friend is more needful than fire or water." 

In times of tribulation, when the fury of party- 
strife overrode all other restraints, friendship has 
more than once proved its saving power by averting 
otherwise hopeless perils. Diagoras was thus saved 
from the rage of allied bigots, Demetrius from the 
dagger of a wily assassin, the elder. Cato from the 
rancor of political rivals. Without the aid of a friend 
Cicero would never have survived the intrigues of 
Catiline Epaminondas made the approval of friends 
the sole reward of his heroic life, and vanquished the 
enemies of his country by the enthusiasm of the 
“sacred legion” of mutually devoted and mutually 
inspiring friends. Mohammed the Second yielded £o 
the prayer of a humble companion what he refused 
to the united. threats of foreign embassadors, and 
Simon Bolivar, the liberator of South America, often 


confessed that he owed his triumphs to the counsel 


of private friends rather than to the suggestions of 
his official advisers. 
C,—-PERVERSION. 

The blessing of friendship, ‘doubling the joys of 
life and lessening its sorrows,” could not fail to be 
specially obnoxious to the moralists of a creed that 
seeks to lure its converts from earth to ghostland, 
and depreciates the natural affections of the human 
heart. The gloomy antinaturalism of the Galilean 
prophet has been glossed over by the whitewashing 
committee of the revised Bible, but is too shockingly 
evident in the less sophisticated version of the origi- 
nal text to mistake its identity with the moral nihil- 
ism of the world-renouncing Buddha. . The phil’adel- 
phia, or *brother-love," of the New Testament, is, in 
fact, merely a “fellowship in Christ"— the spiritual 
communion and mutual indoetrination of earth-re- 
nouncing bigots. With the joys and sorrows of 
natural friendship their prophet evinces no sympathy 
whatever. “I am come,” says he, “to seta man at 
variance against his father, and the daughter against 
her mother, . . and a man’s foes shall be those 
of his own household.” “He who hates: not his 
father and mother, his brothers and sisters, cannot 
be my disciple.” “And the brother shall betray the 
brother to death, and the father the son.” 

By that test of moral merit the obligation of 
natural affection counted as nothing compared with 
the duty of theological conformity. “ Verily, I say 
unto you, there is no man that has left brethren or 
sisters or father and mother for my sake and the 
gospels’, but he shall receive a hundredfold,” etc. 
“ He that loveth father and mother more than me is 
not worthy of me.” “And another of his disciples 
said unto him: Lord, suffer me first to go and bury 
my father. But Jesus said unto him: Follow me, 
and let the dead bury their dead." “For if you love 
them which love you, what reward have ye ?" 


D.—PENALTIES OF NEGLECT. 


The conversion of Rome, which theologians are 
fond of representing as the crowning miracle of 
Christianity, was a natural consequence of its pes- 
simistic tendencies, which could not fail to recom- 
mend themselves to the instincts of a decrepit 
generation. “ Worn-out sensualists consoled them- 
selves with the hope of a better hereafter. Cowards 
pleased themselves with the idea of fulfilling the 
duty of meek submission to the injustice of the 
‘powers that be.” Monastic drones denounced: the 
worldliness of industrial enterprises. Physical indo- 
lence welcomed the discovery that ‘bodily exercise 
profiteth but little.’ Envious impoténce insisted on 


the duty of self-abasement. Transgressors: against 
the health-laws of Nature relied upon the efficacy of 
the prayer-cure. Stall-fed priests sneered at the 
lean philosopker who wasted his time upon laborious 
inquiries, while he might wax fat on faith and the 
sacrifices of the pious. The demon-dogma was a 
godsend to the spiritual poverty of the elect. The 
so-called scholars of the Galilean church, who could 
not encounter the pagan philosophers on their own 
ground; found it very convenient to postulate a 
spook for every unknown phenomenon. uu 
Despots before long recognized the mistake of per- 
secuting a creed which inculcated the duty of passive 
submission to oppressors” (Secret of the East, p. 54). . 
They also recognized the advantage of a spiritual 
excuse for the infamy of their ingratitude to the 
secular benefactors of mankind. Cæsar and Trajan 
treated the humblest centurion as a friend rather 
than as a servant. Constantine and Justinian treated 
the ablest ministers like slaves who can be forced to 
toil, and turned out to starve after having worn out 
their strength in the service of the Lord’s anointed. 
Belisarius, after repeatedly saving his master from 
well-deserved ruin, was sacrificed to the spite of a 
crowned harlot, and left to beg his bread in the 
streets of the city which his valor alone had for years 
protected from the rage of hostile armies. Aetius, 
who had saved all Europe by stemming the torrent 
of Hunnish conquest, was treated like a rebellious 
slave for refusing to betray his brave allies, and the 
stipulated pay of his veterans was squandered on 
pimps and clerical parasites. Charles Martel, whose 
heroism turned the scales against the power of the 
invading Moriscoes, was openly reviled by the very 
priests who owed him the preservation of their lives, 
as well as of their livings; his image was dragged in 
the mire, his soul consigned to the pit of torment— 
all for having defrayed the costs of his campaign by 
tithing prelates as well as laymen. Columbus was 
loaded with chains by the pious prince whose castles 
he had filled with the treasures of a new world; the 
philosopher Vanini was betrayed to death by a 
Christian spy who had for years enjoyed his con- 
fidence and his hospitality. John Huss was sur- 
rendered by the imperial priest-slave whose own 
hand had signed the document of his safe-conduct. 
The earl of Stafford was sacrificed by the crowned 
Jesuit who divided his time between prayers for the 
theological interests of his subjects and plots for the 
subversion of their political liberties. The dogma of 
self-denial has not prevented our financial pharisees 
from amassing fortunes that would dwarf the spoils 
of a Roman triumphator; but the hospitality of 
Mecenas has not survived the religion of Nature. 


‘| Our philosophers have to study the problems of life 


in a personal struggle for existence; our poets have . 
to choose between starvation and hypocrisy. Patriots 
are left to the consoling reflection that virtue is ita 
own reward. The endowers of theological seminaries 
seem to rely on the mercy of Christ to cancel the 
odium of their shortcomings in the recognition of 
secular merit. Keppler, Campanella, and Spinoza 
perished in penury. - Locke and Rousseau, the recog- 
nized primates of the intellectual world, were left to 
languish in exile, admired and neglected by a host of 
“ friends”—Christian friends—in every city of the 


civilized world. Schubert, Buerger, and Frederick 


Schiller, the idols of a poetry-loving nation, were 
left to fight the bitter struggle for existence to an 
extreme of which all the records of pagan antiquity 
furnish only a single parallel. Anaxagoras, the 
founder of a philosophic schoo! counting its disciples 
by thousands, was left to languish in exile, till the 
rumor of his extreme distress brought the most 
illustrious of those disciples to the sick-bed of his 
neglected teacher. “Do not, do not leave us!” he 
cried, in an agony of remorse; “we cannot afford to 
lose the light of our life !” 

“O Pericles,” said the dying exile, “those who 
need a lamp should take care to supply it with oil!" 

But how many lights of our latter-day lives have 
thus been extinguished before their time! Not one 
of the plethoric British aristocrats who spiced their 
leisure with the sweets of poetry ever dreamed of 
relieving the cruel distress of Robert Burns, or of 
cutting the knot of the financial embroglio that 
strangled out the life of Sir Walter Scott. 


E.—REFORM. 


Time is the test of truth; and the fallacies of the 
“ Brotherhood in Christ" plan have been abundantly 
demonstrated by their consequences. Instead of 
being a bond of union, the doctrine of renunciation 
has been found to be a root of discord and rancor, 
and in times of need the fellowship of its converts 
has proved a most rotten staff. Even the wretches 
who betrayed their friends to the spies of the Holy 
Inquisition had no difficulty in palliating the infamy 
of their conduct with the sanction of scriptural pre- 
cepts. For centuries the appeals of martyrs to the 
cause of freedom and Freethought have been an- 
swered with the advice of Christian submission to 
the “powers that be," and our modern pharisees 
rarely fail to reprove the “worldliness” of a poor 
neighbor’s lament. for the loss of his earthly posg- 
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. The founder of “ Positivism,” the Religion of 
Humanity, proposes to dedicate the days of the year 


'&o the leaders of progress, and inscribe our places of 


worship with the names of ‘discoverers, reformers, 
and. philosophers rather than of bigots. and world- 
despising saints. And for the sake of those who 
would not wish to repeat the mistake of sacrificing 
the present to the past, the builders of those sanc- 
tuaries should add a temple of Friendship. From 
the. adoration of self-torturing fanatics, from the 
worship’ of sorrow and the love of enemies, mankind 
will at. last revert to the ancestral plan of elective 
affinities, and the dread of preferring natural to 
theological duties will not much longer prevent 
our fellow-men from recognizing their obligations to 

their earthly benefactors. 

à ——9-49—————— —— 
Religion and Its Origin. 
as CONCLUDED. 

But the objection to all of this comes up in the 
: following terms: “ Many are, and hav been, interested 
' in religion, are earnest in its advocacy, and are doing 
all that they can to promote its interest, and at the 
“game time they are intellectual, moral, wise, and 
good" Iam willing and ready to concede all of this. 
Many who bav this disease do not hav it fatally. See 
Canon Fremantle, in Popular Science Monthly for 
June, 1887. The late Henry Ward Beecher and 
many hundreds of the most able men in the theologi- 
cal ranks are examples. In this class this disease is 
hardly noticeable; they, having come in contact with 
the world, hav learned to love this: world, and the 
things that are therein, and this is a reasonable anti- 
dote for this disease. We would not know that they 
were religious, or had religion at all, if some one did 
not thus inform us. And then, again, this class of 
men are largely identified with the moral and intel- 
lectual development of the people, so much so that 
they hav no time to cultivate.the religious disease. In 
life and act they are quite free from this disease. 
"Then there is another fact which justifies these state- 
ments, and that is, in this class of men there is sucha 
clear manifestation of culture, science, and morality, 
that religion is hardly discernible in them. So true 
_ is this that the really religious will not concede that 
these are religious at all. These men are not what 
they were once. When they first caught the disease 
and became religious advocates, the drift of all of 
their endeavors was toward giving expression to this 
disorder ; but with an advance in knowledge, espe- 
cially of the scientific form, they become largely re- 
deemed out of this early disease. Let this suffice as 
an answer to the objection made. One word more 
as to Mr. Spencer. He is of the opinion that relig- 
ion is a necessary fact in our nature, and not merely 
incidental thereto. He says: “ Thus the universality 
of religious ideas, their independent evolution among 
different primitiv races, and their great vitality unite 
in showing that their source must be deep-seated in- 
stead of superficial. In other words, we are obliged 
to admit that if not supernaturally derived, as the 
majority contend, they must be derived out of human 
experience, slowly accumulated and organized.” Mr. 
Spencer allows us to think that the religious senti- 
ments are founded in the emotions, and are normal 
like all other faculties. Yet he says, “We may be 
sure that religions, though even none of them be 
actually true, are yet all adumbrations of truth.” 
` Whatever we are is doubtless the work of evolution. 
The ever-changing environment has made us what we 
are, but it does not follow that all of the experiences 
of life are necessary to our manhood. Many experi- 
ences hav come to us in the genesis of evolution that 
are harmful, and hence in no way useful or beneficial. 
And though these experiences hav been organized, it 
does not follow by any means that they contain 
essential “absolute virtues,” and are entitled to 
special recognition, and that we are under obligation 
to make of them what does not belong to them, be- 
cause.we find them among our organized experiences. 
Many of the experiences which come to our race in 
the slow process of evolution would be greatly to 
our benefit if they could be eliminated, and the 
wisest legislativ acts in the world’s civilization are 
those which point to that end. Diseases hav been 
organized through experience, and hav been trans- 
mitted greatly to the disadvantage of many millions 
who are living. ‘ They contain a soul of truth or an 
adumbration of truth,” yet this would hardly entitle 
them to the eminent position of the “ correlativ 
of science.” I confess that in the experiences of life 
religion has been organized in the same way that 
other diseases hav been. But I am not prepared to 
admit that it is worthy of the dignity sought to. be 
placed upon it by Mr. Spencer. Mr. Spencer sees 
the history of religion as I see it, and there is no 
more beauty in it for him than there is for me. And 
I regret the attempt which Mr. Spencer makes to 


reseue it fróm the merited disgrace into which it has |. 


fallen. I cannot see, nor do I find, any good reason 
to treat it otherwise than as I hav done. I can 
apologize for the conduct of its devotees on the 
ground that it is, as we hav defined it, & mental 
disease. But if it is not; if its history is what it is 
on account of rational forethought, then its history 
must consign its devotees to the deepest damnation 


possible to human thought. The more charitable 
view which we hav suggested inspires the more 
considerate with a large hope for the future of our 
race. We are not at a loss even now to see the basis 
of this hope. We cannot contempiate the attitude 


of the movements of to-day without seeing that. 


there is great promis in the outlook. The more 
thoughtful in the religious world are only religious 
in-name; they hav been so far redeemed from this 
disease that there is but little left to indicate its 
presence. This kind of redemption is spreading 
rapidly, and a gospel founded upon needs is in 
the near future destined to make itself felt in our 
modern civilization—a gospel not founded upon sin 
and depravity, devil and hell, nor upon a God enter- 
ing into redemptiv relation to man through incarna- 
tion, but upon a cosmopolitan civilization; not 
founded upon what one believes or disbelieves, but 
upon humanity—humanity in all things—and a cer- 
tificate of character will be found in the fact that he 
is a brother man and sister woman. The promis of 
such a state is not altogether a fiction. 

We see in the inventiv genius of man, and in the 
ability to organize the result of that inventiv genius, 
the ability as well to manage or run that organi- 
zation. Allof these movements tend to bring the 
race into closer and closer relations, and thereby 
develop a brotherhood founded upon charity, sym- 
pathy, kindness, and unity. In the operation of this 
new gospel we will find the departure-of the old 
malady which has cursed the world so long, and de- 
nied to the race the possibility of a brotherhood on 
account of creeds, gods, Bibles, and Christs—all dif- 
fering, one from the other. This new gospel will 
work out the old insane heredity which was the gift 
of the lower structural forms, in them harmless, but 
in the human form it became the cause of the world’s 
greatest trouble. The most difficult, damaging in- 
heritance to get rid of, it makes its possessors 
partially insane, and these are hard to convince. It 
will be greatly facilitated when other remunerativ 
employment will be found for the doctors of religion, 
80 that their bread-and-butter will not depend upon 
treating and nursing this malady so that it may be 
kept eternally on the chronic list. Many of these 
men are eminently qualifiei to become educators as 
soon as the inducement which a competency holds 
out is guaranteed: In the presence of such an in- 
ducement they will be only too ready to disrobe and 
leave their sick to recover for want of being doctored. 
I doubt not that there are many who would be glad 
to find a chance, that would still contain a promis of 
support, to throw off sacerdotalism and all that it 
implies for the sake of that freedom which would 
come to them, in which they could recognize their 
own: convictions, and which would not endanger their 
financial and social standing. 

The dispensation which science is now giving to 
the world points toward man’s redemption from re- 
ligion; toward his salvation out of religion. "With 
what surprising rapidity the world is growing out of 
this disease. 
some time to come, that the competition among 
creeds will tend to show an increase in religious 
statistics, but the observer will readily discover that 
this reported increase is only fictitious; and it is 
equally evident to the observer that there are 
millions now who are not religious who were a few 
years ago, and they, too, are among the best people 
upon this globe. How few of the more thoughtful, 
even among the youth of the civilized world, are at 
all religious? Only now and then one, and very 
likely these few hav the liver complaint. It is more 
than evident that this gospel of no religion is on the 
increase, as it contains splendid victories for the race 
without the sacrifice of blood. Hence, in conse- 
quence of these things, the brightest sky that ever 
looked down upon expectancy is that of to-day. It 
is filled-with thrilling hopes which hav long been 
waiting on bended knee, with uplifted eyes shining 
through the mist of tears, for the coming of this day. 
In it we see a splendid promis, pointing toward a 
motherhood whose babes will need no redemption 
from the curse of sin. They will be born heirs of a 
cosmopolitan citizenship who will never need to be 
born again, instead of a babyhood with the mark 
and curse of Cain upon it. No bloody vestments 
nor slaughter of innocent incarnations that the 
wrath of offended divinities might be stayed ; no re- 
vengeful gods, seated upon silent, desert thrones, to 
whom fulsome adulation is more than innocence and 
virtue’s whitest robe unsanctified in the blood of 
atonement. It is humanity redeemed from the curse 
of religion. It is humanity that asks not for par- 
don, and scorns the price which heaven places upon 
self-respect ; virtue, which a crown cannot purchase, 
nor a hell frighten. No good offered at the expense 
of innocence. J. H. Burnwam. 


oo 
Arbitration of Differences Better than War. 
When the high-cockalorums who had charge of the 

Constitutional Centennial at Philadelphia find time 

to edit the volume, we shall probably hav a perfect 

record of all the vainglorious sentences uttered on 
that memorable occasion. Meanwhile here are two 
paragraphs from one speech worth preserving. They 


It is true, and likely will be true for. 


were spoken by General Sheridan in response to the 
toast, The Army: 

** The regular army of the United States is-a mere fiction. 
The real army is all able-bodied citizens capable of bearing 
arms. Mobilized it would amount to four or five millions of 
good soldiers. Now, then, if ail the shipping of Europe was 
allowed to come over here, carrying men and materials of 
war, and the navy under Admiral Luce was to let them come 
over without interfering with them in any way, they could 
not carry men and war material enough to make one cam- 
paign. So that the army of the United States in that sense 
is about the largest army in the world. 

“ T am rather on the side of Senator Ingalls in what he said 
to-night. He wants to make a continental republic of this 
country. But there is one thing that you should appreciate, 
and that is that the improvement in guns and in the material 
of war, in dynamite and other explosivs, and in breech-load- 
ing guns, is rapidly bringing us to a period when war will be 
eliminated from history—when we can no longer stand up 
and fight each other, and when we will hav to resort to some- 
thing else. Now, what will that something else be? It will 
be arbitration. 1 mean what I say when I express the be- 
lief that those who may liv until the next centennial, will 
find that arbitration will rule the whole world.” 

Every true man and woman will hope that General 
Sheridan is as good a prophet as he is a soldier. 

eor 


Our London Letter. 


The International Freethought Congress held in 
London last month gave general satisfaction to those 
engaged therein, according to the report. European 
Freethought societies were very well represented ; 
Australia by one delegate, and America not all. 

The question * Whether teaching should be indif- 
ferent or directly hostil to religious dogma” gave 
rise to considerable discussion, and on a vote being 
taken, twenty-eight were in favor of indifference, 
four supported hostility, and several declined regis- 
tering their opinions. Such a result must be disap- 
pointing to many earnest Freethinkers, who will re- 
gard this as a retrograde step, believing, as they do, 
that the only manner in which headway can be made 
is by opposing theology to the full extent of their 
power, using whatever means may be at hand for 
that purpose. The taunts of the theological party 
that Liberalism is only destructiv, and not construc- 
tiv, appear to hav affected some of the Freethinkers 
to such an extent that they seem anxious to show the 
reverse is the case, though why they should trouble 
about what is said, or wish to gain the good opinion 
of the religionists, is not evident at first sight. 
Theology and Freethought must necessarily be an- 
tagonistic, and no quarter should be given or taken. 
Itis the duty of those who believe theology is false 
and injurious to mankind to do their utmost to de- 
stroy it, while those who hold it to be true and bene- 
ficial should giv it all the support in their power ; 
half measures are useless, and worse than useless. 
It is pleaded that in every country the majority is 
favorably disposed toward supernaturalism, and 
therefore it is not politic to run counter to the feel- 
ings of such majority, but it takes à vast amount of 
moral suasion and soft words to convince anyone he 
is wrong in speculativ matters. The most popular 
preachers are those who use the most forcible 
language, and express their views without any great 
regard for the susceptibilities of others, and the same 
holds good with public teachers generally, both in 
politics and religion. The man who strikes hardest 
and quickest is better appreciated by both friends 
and foes than he who is willing to grant concessions 
to the enemy detrimental to his own party. As a 
Freethought editor has well pointed out, science and 
philosophy are very good in their way, but all philos- 
ophers and scientists are not Freethiukers; many of 
them may be, but there are scores of well-known 
names who cling tenaciously to the superstitions 
drilled into them during childhood. Unless children, 
while under tuition, are withdrawn altogether from 
theological influence, or, when this is not possible, 
shown the absurdity of dogmatic speculation, they 
are quite as likely to grow up as fully imbued with 
the grossest superstition as those who hav never re- 
ceived any but “religious” education. Perhaps the 
next Freethought Congress may see their way to re- 
verse the verdict passed this year. 

I do not for one moment doubt the good faith of 
those who are willing to make concessions, and it may 
be in their eyes expedient, but I certainly think such 
& position does more honor to their hearts than their 
heads. It may be all very well for the Nonconform- 
ists to tell the church congress now sitting at Wolver- 
hampton how much indebted they feel to the state 
clergy, and what brotherly love they bear toward them ; 
there may be some degree of truth when different sects 
of the same religion talk like that, and it is possib’e 
they might eventually amalgamate without much in- 
jury to their differences of creed ; but there can never 
be any such feeling existing between theology and 
Freethought. Whenever the two come together, ex- 
cept in opposition, the latter will suffer. : 

The teachings of history cannot be ignored with 
safety, and the present comparativ freedom from re- 
ligious persecution is only owing to the power F'ree- 
thought has attained. If that power is recklessly 
thrown away, persecution, as of old, will speedily 
appear to the front. The caged beast of prey loses 
nothing of his instinctiv fondness for live game. 

London, Oct. 13, 1887. J. D. 
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TWO THINGS WANTED. 


First. We want some money from every friend who owes 
on his subscription to Taz TRuTH ÜBrExEz. The balance in 
the bank from which to draw to satisfy the paper manufact- 
urers and the printer is very small, and we must increase it, 
or run in debt. There are many hundreds of dollars owing 
us by subscribers, and we desire to kindly but firmly call 
their attention to the matter. We need the money, and it is 
not right for them to keep it from us. We would also 
respectfully suggest to those whose subscriptions expire dur- 
ing the present month that now is the time to renew. We 
would call attention, too, to our club rates. Get a new sub- 
scriber, and so get your own paper cheaper. 

Second. We once more ask our friends to send us the 
names of all the Infidels of their acquaintance who do not 
take Taz Trotn Sexxer. The intention is to send them 
sample copies of the paper with the hope that they may 


gubscribe. 
! eoe 


Burlesquing the Bible. 


There is a story of a Spanish cutthroat who had 
killed his own father and mother and asked the 
court “not to be hard on a poor lonely orphan.” 
With a very similar logic our Christian apologists 
appeal from satire to good taste and the duty of for- 
bearance. After doing their utmost to make relig- 
ion hateful, loathsome, and ridiculous, they bemoan 
the impiety of the Freethinker who ventures to ridi- 
cule the absurdities of their caricature. 

Freethinkers hav to avenge the outrages of six- 
teen centuries, and in their turn might appeal to that 
rule of combat which grants the injured party the 
privilege of choosing his weapons, if the real motiv 
of our fastidious adversaries were not evidently the 
hope of diverting attention from the main issues of 
the controversy. Like tricksy attorneys, they try to 
evade an undesired discussion by criticising the good 
breeding of a damaging witness. When Juvenal 
parodied the votaries of oriental superstitions, the 
priests of Isis were too busy steering victims to their 
house of assignation to answer his charges, and could 
only call attention to the verbal vulgarities of the 
satirist. Our Jesuits hav systematically. sacrificed 
the welfare of mankind to the interests of their jug- 
gler-guild, and for centuries turned this earth into a 
hell of tyranny, wretchedness, and superstition ; they 
still are using all their influence to retard the prog- 
ress of mankind, and are not ashamed to wring their 
tithes from the misery of consumptiv factory-chil- 
dren ; but they hav no time to discuss such trifles. 
They prefer to call attention to the depraved 
artistic taste of Mr. Watson Heston. 

Yet the time may be near when his fastidious crit- 
ies will be disposed to consider the penalty of bur- 
lesque a very cheap mode of atonement. In^France 

the enemies of progress turned up their noses at the 
squibs of Voltaire till they had to smell the powder- 
smoke of the Mousquetards. They stopped their 
ears at the whistling of satirical ditties till they had 
to listen to the whistling of cannon-balls. Our 
esthetic pharisees try to ignore thejsigns ofjthe times 


by averting their pious looks from the caricatures at 
the street corners ; but their eyes will be opened if 
they should discover the bandwriung of doom on 
their own temple-walls. F. L. O. 
OO HO 
The American Secular Union. 


The Eleventh Annual Congress of the American 
Secular Union, just closed, is the most encouraging 
convention of that body ever held. It was not so 
large as the Cleveland congress, nor so vigorous in a 
certain fashion as the Syracuse assemblage, nor so 
influential upon the general public as the New York 
gathering last year, but it was better in many ways 
than any of these, and givs promis of germinating 
a larger life and work for Liberalism. This result 
is due to a settled policy of plan and action, syste- 
matically thought and carried out. 

In 1884, when the Congress met at Cassadaga 
Lake, the National Liberal League was, to use & 
vulgar but expressiv term, played out. The quar- 
rel arising at Syracuse and Chicago over the 
obscenity question had been helped along by the 
St. Louis and Milwaukee Congresses, which tacked 
Socialism to the platform, and made the Liberal issue 
subordinate to the social question, and the people 
were tired; and though the League would hav sur- 
vived the Syracuse factional fight, when unwise 
leaders pressed the issue again at Chicago and drove 
away the man whose name commands respect from 
all Liberals; and when at St. Louis and Milwaukee 
the same unwise leaders incorporated in the platform 
economical theories accepted by but few of those who 
were and are willing to support the true Liberal 
platform throughout their lives, whether successful 
or defeated, the League was doomed. Apathy and 
indifference replaced zeal and enthusiasm ; moral and 
financial support was withdrawn, and only a dozen 
or two responded to the call for the Cassadaga Con- 
gress. They were there to bury the corpse decently, 
or to watch it rise from its ashes, a new life and 
being—which, was problematical. 

The result of that gathering is known. From the 
ashes of the League rose the American Secular 
Union, an organization exactly what the National 
Liberal League was before the Socialistic rocks were 
tied to its wings. The Union had a definit plan and 
purpose, and two men were commissioned to fulfil 
them. In this the mistake was made of trying to do 
too much. The phoenix soared too high, and the 
Union was left in debt at the close of its fiscal year. 
Two men in the field was one more than the Union 
could support. The error was rectified and a new 
start taken. The way was easier, and much greater 
work was accomplished. The third year, it seems, 
has been the best of all, and now the Union enters 
the field with not only a working secretary but a 
working president as well. Certainly the organization 
is to be congratulated upon the progress made, and 
those who hav contributed to this. end deserve all 
praise. The working officers hav proved the wisdom 
of their policy, demonstrated their fitness to guide 
the organization, and shown their worthiness of 
support by the Liberals of the country, and there is 
no danger that they will forget that every year is a 
period by itself and a time of trial or triumph for 
them. 

There are three sorts of work to be done by the 
Union—delivering of publie lectures, distribution of 
pamphlets supporting the Nine Demands, and legis- 
lativ work. The first, so far as the Union is con- 
cerned, may safely be left in the competent hands of 
its president. He undertakes to do that, and de- 
pends upon the generosity of his audiences for his 
support. The distribution of literature involves two 
parties—some one to pay for its preparation, and 
some one to scatter it when printed. The first party 
to this is the people; the second, the Executiv Com- 
mittee of the Union. We place great reliance upon 
both. The legislativ work must devolve upon the 
secretary, and we hope that Mr. Stevens will develop 
surprising talents. as a lobbyist. Of his executiv 
ability and energy there is no doubt; let him bend 
them to his purpose, and see what results follow. 
Years ago Col. R. G. Ingersoll effected the constitu- 
tional separation of church and state in Illinois; 
there is, however, some work in Mr. Stevens’s state 
yet to be done, particularly at the State University, 
whose faculty recently expelled a student solely be- 
cause of his Freethought principles. These three 
methods of advancing Liberalism are the best and 
most effectiv, and each should, and no doubt will, he 
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pushed as far and fast as means and opportunities 
will permit. 

Another thing that will please the Liberals of the 
country is the statement that this Congress was har- 
monious. This is good news, and news that, since 
reading Mr. Putnam’s apostrophe to Mr. O’Neil’s 
baby, we are prepared to believe. No man who was 
not convinced that his enemies had forgiven him 
could hav written that happy tribute to a babe. And 
now, if a few of our esteemed and loved lecturers 
will say good things instead of ill-natured ones of 
their fellow-lecturers to the people whom they visit, 

the reign of harmony will be complete and upon all 
will rest the gentle benediction of that white-winged 
Peace which hath her victories just as profitable as 
war. -If any of our esteemed rhetorical allies retort 
that editors should practice what they preach, we 
calmly teply that Infidel editors were never known 
to speak ill of each other. When they criticise a von- 
temporary they do it to spread his fame and help 
him along. 

The very full and complete report of the Eleventh 
Annual Congress of the American Se®ular Union 
which we publish this week will, we feel convinced, 
be read with satisfaction by every Freethinker. The 
Union is prosperous, the officers are able and tried 
men, and the people are behind the Union and will- 
ing to support it, so long as it is not switched off the 
track on a side issue. Its prospects are brightening 
each year, and with the steadfast and expanding 
Union of Liberals under its banner—our flag above 
the cross—we think we are justified in expecting a 
successful resistance to the ecclesiastical tyranny 
which encompasses us on all sides. But the Union 
must get down to work on the practical i issues s of the 
day. 


— 9$ 99————————— 
Interesting Critieisms to Come. 


The conclusion of a long editorial on * Anarchy 
and the Anarchists” in the Open Court is this : 

* Tt is well to bear in mind that the issue in the supreme 
court was not between the punishment of the defendants and 
their absolute acquittal, but between death and a new trial; 
and we believe that by reason of the errors confessed in the 
decision itself a new trial should hav been allowed. And 
this is the conviction, we are assured, of men as eminent for 
legal ability and attainments as any of the learned gentlemen 
by whom this decision has been rendered. A lawyer in this 
city remarked a few days ago, ‘I believe thé men are guilty 
&nd ought to be hanged, but I am sorry that they did not hav 
a fair trial’? Guilty or not, if they ‘did not hav a fair trial,’ 
they should hav another." 

It has taken Mr. Underwood a long while to form 
his opinion, but it is a sound ene, and is precisely 
the opinion we formed and expressed months since. 

It will be interesting nów to read the long criti- 
cisms that wil be heaped upon the Open Court for 
being an Anarchist organ, edited by an Anarchist of 
a peculiarly dangerous species. 


oo 
Barton, Washington County, Wis. 

The proof is multiplying that the most dangerous 
foe of the American republic is the Roman Catholic 
church. Again we hav to record a successful attack 
upon the public schools by that church in the 
Northwest. Almond Owen, of Milwaukee, Wis., 
sends us the story of Barton, Washington county, 
that state. It runs this wise: 

“ At the annual meeting of the district last year, without 
any notice that the question of extinction would come up, 
the enemies of the public school system rallied in force and 
carried a resolution that no public school should bé main- 
tained during the year, and that, therefore, no school tax 
should be raised. Under the law, it became the duty of the 
school board, in such circumstances, to include the amount 
necessary for school purposes in the regular tax roll; but as 
the members of the school board were all Catholics, inter- 
ested in compelling children to attend the Catholic parochial 
school, they failed to do this. 'There was no public school 
in the district last year. This year, under the law giving 
women the right to vote at school elections, the Catholic fac- 
tion rallied their women also and managed to carry the same 
measure for this year. So once more the only school open 
to the children of the district is the gectarian parochial 
school." 

We pass the record along, in the hope that it will 
open people's eyes.. How many more places are in 
the same condition of slavery to popery only the 
church authorities know. Melrose, Minn., is one; 
Stearns county, Minn., adds several to the list, and 
Mr. Owen writes that he personally knows of 
instances in Milwaukee in which priests hav used 
intimidation to induce people to withdraw their chil- 
dren from the public schools and send them to the 
parochial institution. 

The Milwaukee Sentinel says that “these instances 
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ean only serve to put the people on their guard, and 
especially against the eleetion to places on - school 
boards of persons who are among the enemies of the 
system,” which is well enough so far as it goes, but 
how, tell us, shall the people of Barton right their 
wrongs under the present law? The Catholics are 
in the majority, and can and do outvote the friends 
of the publie schools. They ean refuse to hav a 
school, can refuse to vote the money for one, can put 
their own tools on the school board, which can re- 
fuse to engage teachers; and what can the decent 
part of the population do about it ? 

The only way, it seems to us, is to go straight to 
the legislature, and pass and enforce a law that every 
town shall maintain free public schools, in which no 
religion of any kind or sort shall be taught, for from 
six to nine months in the year according to the size 
of the town. The duty of managing them should be 
put on the town officers, with severe penalties 
attached for non-fulfilment of this duty. Then if 
the Catholics put their men into office, the people 
could put them into jail in cases like this in Barton. 

————— ———$—— — ——— 


An Anti-Liberty League. 


The Personal Liberty League formed by the Ger- 
mans of this state to influence legislation in behalf of 
beer on Sunday after 2 r.m., has been met by the 
organization of the clergy to venit it. The ministers 
say that “the time has come for all who believe in 
the sacredness of God's holy day to decide on methods 
to resist the persistent and wicked efforts of those 
who wish to destroy it." The program of the clerical 
league will be to pledge its members to vote for no 
candidate for office who will not swear to oppose the 
Germans. The ministers are also to use all their 
power and influence with the voters of their particu- 
lar congregations to induce them to make a similar 
discrimination against saloon candidates. 

. ]tis claimed by the movers in this affair that there 
are six hundred thousand Christians in the state who 
will unite to retain the present Sunday laws, and even 
make them more restrictiv. The Germans claim but 
one hundred thousand votes, but as they are concen- 
trated in this city, where they will do the most good, 
the contest is about equal. Outsiders, who do not 
care particularly for beer on Sunday, but who do 
‘desire liberty to spend the day as =e like, will 


: watch the fight with interest. 
oo 


Unkind Collaboration. 


See how ingeniously one who wants to, and is not 
particular how he does it, can make out a case! The 
following is from the Zronclad Age of October 8, 
1887: 


“And so the Chicago Anarchists will be -hanged unless: 
Governor Oglesby or the United States Supreme Court inter - 


feres. 
“ The people of Chicago are bloodthirsty and demand the 


death of individuals who desire to revolutionize society, and 
obtain a little more comfort for the workers of the world. 
To this end the police, by perjury, connected the defendants 
with some wretch who threw a bomb which killed seven 
policemen, the lower court by partiality secured their con, 
viction, and the higher court by sophistry sustains the verdict, 

‘¢ That is all there is to it, and we hope the people of Cook 
county are satisfied. — 

“The sightless eyes of justice are filled with tears.—Hdt- 
torial in TRUTH SEEKER, Sept. 24, 1887. 

* C, P. Somerby, the business end of the Truth Seeker 
Company, is.. . in social economy a Communist.— 
TRUTH SEEKER, Sept. 17, 1887. 

“ The political program [of the Communists] is absolute 
individual liberty by means of the suppression of govern- 
ment, and the division of nationalities . into communes more 
or less federated ; their political economy consists essentially 
in the dispossession, with compensation, of present holders of 
capital, and in assignment of the coin, land, etc., to associa- 
tions of workmen.”—A member of the fraternity, quoted by 
Lib. of Useful Knowledge, vol. 4, p. 198. B.” 

All of the above is truthful, except the definition of 
Communism, and that is nearly so, but the implica- 
tion and inference which the writer (who is also one 
the editors of the Age) desires drawn is a gross 


‘falsehood. 

Our editorial was written, not because our valued 
associate holds certain opinions, but because the 
truth of the Chicago cases needed to be stated. It 
was written by one who is neither Socialist, Com- 

munist, nor Anarchist, but is a believer in Jefferson- 
ian principles, and the American republic as the 
biggest nation on earth, and the best so far as the 
Christians let it alone. Our associate had no more 
idea that that editorial was to appear than had Dr. 
Monroe. We hav stated something like a dozen or 


two times that Tae Taura Szzxzr agrees with none | 
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of the three social sects mentioned, and the desire to 
hav people believe it does—which is the animus of 
the writer who placed these paragraphs in juxtaposi- 
tion—proceeds from dishonest motivs. We are 
sorry to hav to write this, but it is a fact. 
—— — ——— 
The Cartoon. 

Brother Jamieson, it appears, is the only one among our 
lecturers who still persists that duty calls him to take up the 
club of argument against that most mephitic Mephitis, the 
Rev. Clerk Braden. He holds that whatever stands upon 
the Bible and offers a mark from that ground is desirable 
game. We doubt it. l 

Mr. Heston givs us good likenesses of Messrs. Jamieson, 
Reynolds, Bell, Remsburg, and Putnam. That of Mr.. 
Jamieson, in particular, is striking. The others seem to 
think striking under the circumstances would be unproduc- 
tiv of good results. We hav never seen the Rev. Mr. 
Braden, but hav no doubt that our artist has done him jus- 


tice. 
OHO 


Editorial. Notes. 


. Mx. Hortan acknowledges a slip of the pen, in his former 
article on the tariff, about the tariff of 1846. He writes: 
t Tt was lower than that of 1842, but still protectiv, and in- 
dustry continued to be burdened by heavy taxes on pig-iron, 
wool, and other raw materials.' 


W. H. Benson, the Philadelphia Socialist, sees Terence 
V. Powderly, the head of the Knights of Labor, through very 
clear glasses. Mr. Benson says: ‘‘ Powderly is boss of the 
Knights once more. Would he be boss if he were not a 
Roman Catholic? Did not the Roman Catholic Knights sup- 
port him to a man? Cannot any sensible man perceive the 
guile of the Jesuitical snake? Is Powderly, the mental -and 
moral slave of;priests, a fit leader for progressiv men ?" 


Mrs. SLENKER writes us that her enemies are circulating 
reports that her husband and son hav abandoned her. This 
is an infamous falsehood. Mrs. Slenker not only possesses 
the love of her family, but she has as well the respect of her 
neighbors, and the most influential and highly-regarded 
ladies of the vicinity hav signed a testimonial setting forth 
their esteem for their persecuted friend. Not the least con- 
temptible aspect of Mrs. Slenker’s arrest is the cruel tales 
told about her by some miserable scamp who dislikes her. 


Tur death of Seward Mitchell removes a fearless, positiv, 
and erratic figure from Freethought circles. In his thinking 
Mr. Mitchell agreed with only one person—himself. He was 
a plain-spoken and harsh critic, but in daily life he was 
tender, generous, and loving. He was an Abolitionist of the 
t blackest" hue, and transferred his hatred of chattel slavery 
to industrial oppression. Those who hav sometimes been 
vexed at his vehement denunciation of many things usually 
considered beneficent, would not hav been ruffied had they 
known the gentle character of the man. May his sleep be 
undisturbed. 


Tux trial of Mrs. Slenker begins Monday, October 1st, at 
Abingdon, Va. E. W. Chamberlain, of this city, and Roland & 
Heermans, of Blacksburg, Va., are her counsel. Mr. Heer- 
mans is the district-attorney of Montgomery county. A full 
report of the trial will appear in Taz TRUTH SEEKER. The 
case against E. C. Walker, Moses and George Harman, seems 
to hav gone over. Mr. Walker says: *' When we were in 
Leavenworth it had not been given to the grand jury, and so 
we were permitted to go, on our own recognizances. We 
hav not yet learned who the prosecuting witness is. In 
Short, we are in the hands of government, subject to its 
inscrutable providence.” This is pleasant news, and we 
hope next week to be able to announce Mrs. Slenker's vindi- 
cation at the hands of a jury of her neighbors. 


Tue Liberator Company of Melbourne, Australia, is about 
to enlarge its paper and its business. In the circular solicit- 
ing the purchase of its new shares the chairman of its board 
of directors says: ‘‘ We hav now an established and growing 
reputation. We did not mount. like a rocket, and end in 
smoke; but hav won success by hard work and honest per- 
severance, combined with strict economy and & most scru- 
pulous care for the shareholders’ interests. Considering the 
opposition and obloquy, the cowardice and dishonesty of 
many newsagents, and the ceaseless storm of harsh and in- 
human criticism by which we hav been assailed, our success 
is phenomenal. Our creditis as good as that of any com- 
pany in Australia. When we began we had to win com- 
mercial confidence; merchants were shy and unsympathetic. 
Now we are besieged with travelers and agents anxious to do 
business with us." Taz TRUTH SEEKER congratulates its 
contemporary of the antipodes. 


Tur president of the German Catholic Convention, just 
held at Chicago, is credited with this tomfoolery : ‘‘ This 
country gained its liberty through the Catholics, and its lib. 
erty wil be retained through the instrumentality of the 
Catholics.” The Detroit Evening News, in quoting this, is at 
a loss which to pity most, the arrogance or the ignorance of 
the statement, and regrets that Herr Spaunhorst should hav 
made it. The News adds : It is a ialse claim, however, from 
which other religious zealots outside of the Catholic church 
are not exempt. The country owes its freedom to no sect. 
The Infidels or Agnostics might with equal propriety claim 
the guerdon, and cite in proof the work of Jefferson, Frank- 
lin, Paine, and others, in the Revolution. But the liberties 
of the country were achieved and will be maintained by the 
people of the country, and not by any religious denomina- 
tion or faction.” The fact, however, remains that the Cath- 
olics and Protestants are trying to abridge the people's lib- 
erty in every state, and it is only the Infidels who are pro- 
testing against it. The body of the people who are neither 


church-members nor outspoken Infidels are so busy getting 
together a little property that they notice nothing, and 
might as well be deaf and dumb. When they get their prop- 
erty, they will find they hav lost about everything else. 


As a sample of the mistaken kindness we often meet, may 
be instanced a letter from a new friend, Mr. Jas. M. Murphy, 
who says: “I am surprised at the stand you hav taken on 
the tariff question. I don’t see how any one, with so level 
a head on other matters, and one who has advocated and 
still advocates freedom, could be a protectionist!” Mr. 
Murphy then fills out two fat pages arguing that protection 
is not good public policy, and asks if we hav the moral cour- 
age to answer him. We might reply in the words of Terence, 
** [ dare do all that may become a man," but inasmuch as we 
hav not, in these columns, advocated protection, we do not 
see the pertinence of Mr. Murphy’s query. He should 
address his arguments to our esteemed friend, Van Buren 
Denslow, who is the ablest attorney for protectiv tariff that 
we know. At any rate, the coat Mr. Murphy has cut out 
will not fit us, and if it did, we should not fill our editorial 
columns with free trade arguments. The fight against the 
church is not yet done, and that field is large enough for us. 


Says the Galveston News : 


“Tf the New York TRUTH SEEKER is still seeking the truth it will 
hav learned that the law of Texas excepts newspapers from the 
provisions of the Sunday law, aud that the News has maintained 
its rights within the law. THE TRUTH SEEKER, au Lofidel paper, has 
been pitching into the News with nearly as much zeal aa its former 
antagonists of the ecclesiastical press. Fire away, practical Infi- 
dels and theoretical Infidels. Abuse does not hurt.” 


The readers of THE TRUTH SrkkER know just how the 
.News has maintained its rights, by selling every other trades- 
man out, that it may hav the exclusiv right to make money 
on Sunday. The News has gained its point, but in doing 80 
has earned the just contempt of even the ministers whose 
dirty Sabbatarian work itis doing. There was a hope that 
Texas might come to the front in the protest against bigotry 
and count one against the Puritans of the times, but the 
News has killed the hope. The church has done well to get 
the press on its side, and it can soon hopeto get a law passed 
compelling every one to attend *' divine ” service on Sunday. 


A GREAT many readers hav written us asking to hav Mr. 
Heston's Bible cartoons explained, as the text given does not 
always sufficiently enlighten them, and in families where 
there are ladies and children it will not do to hava Bible 
lying around for reference. Always anxious to oblige friends. 
we hav persuaded our brother, Mr. George E. Macdonald, to 
undertake this task for the benefit of the studious and histori- 
cally inclined. The mysterious pictures and the commentary 
will appear in the TRUTH Surxer ANNUAL for 1888, which will 
appear simultaneously with the new year. The ANNUAL will 
also contain & calendar revised to date, a complete resumé of 
Freethought happenings of the year, much statistical matter 
of interest, and articles by the ablest of Freethinkers. We 
shall also in this number add to our Freethought picture 
gallery by presenting the likenesses of noted American Free- 
thinkers who hav passed away. In renewing their subscrip- 
tion for Taz TRUTH Sxxkxx our friends can inclose another 
twenty-five cents, and hav the Annuar mailed to them as 
soon as it comes from the press. 


Tr will be remembered that at the trial of the Union Hill, 
N. J., Anarchists, arrested for resisting the police when the 
police were the sole aggressors, the judge charged the jury 
that they were to judge the prisoners’ right to resist the po- 
lice by inquiring whether the meeting would hav been un- 
lawful had it been held. This instruction reminds Liberty of 
a story: ** Does your b-b-bwother like cheese ?" asked Lord 
Dundreary of Miss Georgiana Mountchessington. '* Why, 
really, my lord, you know I hav no brother," responded the 
bored Georgiana. ‘‘Oh, ya-a-as, I forgot," drawled the 
incorrigible Dundreary; ‘‘I meant, if you h-h-had a 
b-b-bwother, w-w-would he like cheese?” Mr. Tucker adds: 
‘¢ Here's a chance for Taz Trura Seeger. If that enter- 
prising paper will hammer the skull of this idiot of the bench 
as Vigorously as it did that of the better-deserving magis- 
trate who tried C. B. Reynolds, Liberty will applaud it as 
warmly now as it condemned it then." That is to say, for 
administering an obsolete blasphemy law which is directly 
contrary to the spirit of the federal Constitution, Mr. Tucker 
will applaud a judge; while for administering an ordinance 
designed to preserve the peace—but villainously stretched in 
this instance—Mr. Tucker will condemn the judge. It 
seems to us that a charge of sectarianism would lie very 
snugly against the editor of Liberty. As for ourself, we con- 
demn every act of injustice, whether committed under the 
form of law or not. Both of the New Jersey judges are 
Dogberrys writ large, and equally worthy of condemnation. 

: — 9 4-9——————— 
Literary Notes. 


In the November number of the Forum the Rev. Dr. Henry 
Van Dyke will hav an article in refutation of the claim of 
the Socialists that the Mosaic law and the New Testament 
teachings favor their doctrins. Dr. Van Dyke is a very able 
twister of scripture. 


Tux October number of the Cosmopolitan is as bright and 
entertaining as any of the purely literary monthlies. It is 
handsomely printed and profusely illustrated. W. T. Horn- 
aday, Richard A. Proctor, P. T. Barnum, Lee Meriwether, 
Walt Whitman, and Ella Wheeler Wilcox are among the 
contributors. 


Pror. Josera Le Conte will endeavor to show, in an 
article on *' Agassiz and Evolution,” in the November num- 
ber of the Popular Science Monthly, that the whole inductiv 
basis upon which was afterward built the modern theory of 
evolution was laid by Agassiz, although he himself persist- 
enty refused to build upon it any really scientific structure. 


ees S 
E Letters from friends. 


HannissuRG, PA., Oct. 14, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclesed find $8, for which please enroll my 
name for a year’s subscription to Tur Trura SEEKER. After 
reading one copy through I hav to wonder that I was nota 
subscriber long ago. E. B. Swayne. 


: FRANKLIN, OR., Oct. 6, 1887. 

Mr. Roos: Ithink a few lines from this section may be 
of interest to some of. your readers, so I take the present 
moment to send you a word of cheer. 

Brother Putnam has come and gone without my being 
able to see him, but hé has made a lasting impression on the 
hosts of ignorance and superstition. 

I was particularly pleased to see the way he shut üp the 
old war-horse of Presbyteriamsm, Rev. T. H. Small, of 
Silverton, and also pleased to see the. Rev. I. D. Driver's 
back-down, as all the little fish of the Methodist church use 
him to try to terrorize their Liberal friends when driven to 
the wall in an argument. There is quite a strong Liberal 
element here, and I think that ere long we can organize and 
get to work in earnest. If I could only induce some of them 
to subscribe for Taz TaurH SrEKER, organization would 
soon follow. One satisfaction is that we are not bothered 
much by the clergy. 

Iam truly sorry to see Aunt Elmina in trouble, but don't 
think the bloodsuckers will be able to quite put her out of 
existence. 

I will close this by saying that when Brother Putnam 
makes his next tour of this coast I will try to secure him for 
& lecture at this place. D. A. Dopson. 


Mr. Palins Tzx., Oct. 1, 1887. 

Mz. Eniror: I want to cheer. our friend Kelso for his 
letter of September 1st, where he asks, ‘‘ Is there any such 
thing as Liberalism?” My limited experience among Infidels 
is that there ‘are very few Liberals. Of course, as they are 
mostly from Christian parentage and influenced by Christian 
intolerance, with which they come in contact every day, we 
would hardly expect them to be full-fledged Liberals. But 
surely there is such a thing as Liberals in the ranks. The 
Editor of Tue Trora SsEKER keeps knocking along pretty 
close on to Liberalism. But a man may believe and advocate 
the Nine Demands and be auything but a Liberal. I know 
several who are working for the cause of Freethought (80 
they say) who would invite a Freelover to not come to their 
house with his teachings. It isto be hoped that time will 
giv us a great many genuin Liberals in the fullest sense. It 
is undoubtedly one of the isms most needed among Infidels 
to-day. Most of them hav so much orthodoxy in their 
system (inherited and otherwise) that they are as intolerant 
when they~deal with extremists as any Christian would be 
dealing with the same parties. There is undoubtedly such a 
thing as Liberalism, but whether it is possible for many to 
be Liberals is a question that I think must at present be 
answered in the negativ. 

Hoping to be truly Liberal is my greatest desire. 

E. E. Parr. 


———— ^ 


San Jos£, CAL., Oct. 2, 1887. 

Mz. Epiror: I see by the “tab” on my paper I hav got 
behind. Well, credit me up now as far as the inclosed $5 
will go. 

Itake, besides your paper, the good old Investigator, the 
Ironclad Age, the Independent Pulpit, the Freethinker, 
Pootes Health Monthly; the Golden Gate (Spiritual), and hav 
the reading of a great many others published on this coast. 
My reading days are about over (most eighty-four), but I 
shall do what Ifeel able to help the cause of Freethought. 
If I cannot read your fine type and faint impression papers 
with my old and dim eyes I can hand them out, giv them 
away, send them by mail to distant friends in Oregon, 
Washington territory, Illinois, and Wisconsin, so that some 
may be induced to subscribe. All the Liberals throughout 
the country should contribute what they are able in sustain- 
ing free papers, free lectures, and free literature. I shall 
send with this mail $25 to our treasurer, Eckhard, which 
will help a little in paying the expenses of the Secular Union. 

I am done scolding about your fine type and faint impres- 
sion, as I find it does no good; but take your own course, 
do as you please, go ahead, Keep the flag of Freethought 
fluttering, vanquish the hosts of superstition, explain the 
spiritual phenomena if you can, let in more light, and may 
you be abundantly successful in àll youunder take, is the wish 
of yours, Most respectfully, Samos Parsons. 


TALENT, OR., Oct. 3, 287. 

Mr. Epiror: Inclosed find $2—for $1 send me the Niné 
Demands, and the other apply to the Defense Fund of Mrs. 
E. D. Slenker. The Liberals of this country ought to pay 
every ‘cent of the cost of her trial. I do not agree with you 
when you say that no vital principle of Freethought is in- 
volved in the persecution of Mrs. E. D. Slenker. I think she 
strikes at. the root of all reform. To start aright: in the be- 
ginning is the right way. I want Liberalism to be liberal 
enough to hav a cheering word for all reforms. But, alas! it 
is not so at this place. With only a few exceptions they do 
not even take a Liberal paper, and, perhaps, if a Liberal lect- 


urer comes along they will come and hear him speak provid- i. 


ing it is not any more than once or twice a year. Their Lib- 
eralism has only taken them out of the church, and if you ex- 
tend your Liberalism to the department of love and marriage, 
you area Freelover. Yes, even if you speak for justice to 
the laboring classes they oppose you by boycotting and ostra- 
cism. Now, with Brother Kelso I would ask you, ** What is 
Liberalism ?” Can you tell us? If you can tell us you will 
confer a favor on one, perhaps more, of your readers. 

lam sorry io hear that Brothers Remsburg and Putnam 


hav refused to debate with Braden; they hay too much of the 
old orthodox style: I am a saint and you are a sinner. I 
think the letters of Brothers Kelso, ** Alhaza,” and Jamieson 
are splendid.. Whenever Brother Jamieson comes to this 
coast he will hav crowded houses. Liberalism needs a 
standard bearer who is not afraid to defend our cause even 
against Braden and his best friend (the devil). I hope THE 
TRUTH SEEKER will always seek and advocate true reform in 
all the affairs of human life. Wa. F. BREESE. 


ONEIDA, Kan., Oct. 18, 1887. 

Mx. Eprron: Noticing that a patron of Tae TRUTH 
SEEKER writes to the Editor, in the issueof the 8th inst., that 
he is ashamed of the pollution of such ‘‘ pictures” as are 
gotten up by your artist, reminds us of what Sam Jones said 
—namely, that you might throw a stone among a lot of 
dogs, and the one that is hit is the one that will yelp. Not 
comparing the ‘“‘grumbler” to one of the dogs, of course, 
but we only use the comparison-like. We want to say that 
those pictures, especially the four that are to be seen on the 


-front page of Taz Truta SEEKER of the 14th of May, 1887, 


are the most vivid illustrations of the way Romanism is 
creeping into our country, aided by Protestantism and our 
govermental officials, we hav ever seen. It should be 
enlarged, also, and placed on the other side of the entrance 
to the White House; and if Mr. Watson Heston illustrated 
the placing of the prince of the Catholic church of America 
(88 he was denominated) on the occasion of the first Centen- 
nial celebration of our constitutional government, at which 
he was placed in a position when he could and did display 
the ‘‘ red hat” and the balance of his papal vestments for 
all they were worth, that picture ought to be placed on the 
other side of the entrance, enlarged, that we constituents 
might gaze on them, in common with our Solons, from afar 
off. ‘The balance of the pope’s prelates that aided in the 
celebration on the occasion should occupy a prominent posi- 
tion in the picture. Cyrus SEINN (AMERIOA). 


Rooxrort, Mo., Oct. 10, 1887. 

Mz. Eprror: S. P. Putnam has been here, and delivered 
two lectures, one on ** Universal Mental Liberty” and one on 
“ True Democracy, the Declaration of Independence, and 
Their Relations to the Demands of Liberalism," and, not- 
withstanding the smallness of the audiences, Brother Put- 
nam, in his own inimitable style, did full justice to those 
subjects, and a few of us, at least, hav a warm place under 
our vests for S. P. Putnam, secretary of the American 
Secular Union. 

We had no time to advertise the lectures; our circuit 
court was in session ; the Oddfellows had their lecturer here 
lecturing; and last, but not least, the church, with all its 
influence and prayer-meetings, and everything, with the 
whole combination of circumstances, contributed to our dis- 
comfiture; but, after all that, there were a few brave souls 
who dared to come and hear the truth, and were well 
pleased with the lectures, and say they want to hear Brother 
Putnam again. 

There is enough of the leaven here, we think, to organize 
a Secular Union, and we are going to do it in the near 
future. The churches here are dying with dry-rot. The 
Baptist church is shut up, and has suspended business. Its 
last minister, the Rev. Menitee, was starved out because he 
refused to preach prohibition and politics, and we outsiders 
made him up a purse of $75, which enabled him to get away 
from here, and he lit out. The Methodist church takes the 
lead, and it is running off after Christian science and other 
strange gods. The Presbyterian church has no regular 
minister and no regular services; but, after all, this is the 
worst priest-ridden place I know of. 

Wishing Taz TRUTH SEEKER family and all other Liberal 
friends success, I remain, as ever, 

Yours truly, 
GOLDTHWAITE, TEX., Oct. 12, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: For some time past I hav been, through the 
kindness of a friend, enabled to read and study the principles 
set forth in, Tax TRUTH SEEKER. So forcible and pointed 
are they that I find the old numbers to me interesting and 
instructiv. However, it will not be long before I become a 
‘subscriber. 

What is known as the M. E. C. S. hav been holding forth 
at this place for about one week, through two or three of 
their gifted Bible-bangers, the greater part of the audiences 
being the ladies and children. Such terrific outbursts hav 
been evoked as almost frightened the poor children into 
hysterics. The strongest manifestation of any good being 
accomplished was shown on the street the other day by the 
meeting of two of our best citizens, one being of Catholic 
persuasion, the other tainted with Campbellism, when the 
following dialog ensued : 

Campbellite: Well, what did you think of the goings on 
last night ? 

Catholic: Ah, an’ I don’t believe in any such d—d hum- 
bug, begorra. My religion is this: ‘‘To visit the fatherless 
and the widow in their affliction, and to keep unspotted 
from the world.” 

Campbellite: You are mistaken in that quotation; you 
hav left out, ‘‘ and administer unto their wants.” 

Catholic: Be dad, I'll bet you the whisky that arnt there. 

“ Done," says the Cambellite; and after a long search 
through the town the apostle of the pope returned with a 
Bible that might hav been in use in the church for half a 
century. ‘ Now, begorra, well see who's right." The 
passage was found in James and the question settled in 
favor of the pope's follower. 

The Campbellite made good his bet, and the two ER 
of different denominations parted without following the ex- 
ample set by their churches (to wit), quarreling and fighting. 

Moral ; The Methodist meeting did hav the effect of driv- 


G. G. Beor. 
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ing these two reprobates to search the. scriptures, but in 
place of eternal life, whisky was found. 

We are in great need of some good Liberal lectures here. 
The hellfire and brimstone doctrin is about. played out in 
this country; our people are beginning to think fer them. . 
gelvs. A LIBERAL. 


Havana, Irr., Oct. 8, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: We hav been giving. Liberalism a boom. . On. 
October 1st and 2d we had Dr. Gray (“Zoa Topsis "), of 
Beardstown, Ill., giv us two lectures to fair and appreociatiy 
audiences. ‘‘ The Superior Benefits of Secularism” was his 
first lecture. The doctor, since his evolution from orthodoxy 
into Liberalism, can see great benefits in Secularism.. The 
second night his subject was ‘‘ The Origin of- the Bible.” 
With this subject the doctor seemed to be perfectly at home. 
The audience listened very attentivly, and I am quite sure 
he puta great many of them to thinking about this Bible 
business. I am happy to say that we hav made arrange- 
ments with so able 8 lecturer as Dr. Gray to visit us once a 
month and giv us & course of lectures on Liberalism, and I 
wish to say to the Liberals of this vicinity that they can do, 
no better good for Liberalism than to get Dr. Gray to come 
and giv them regular lectures. He is ready to answer any 
call you may giv him, and he is à good worker in thé cause. 

After the doctor had given orthodoxy a good shaking up, 
we had the pleasure on the following Tuesday night to hear 
Mr. C. B. Reynolds fire into the enemy’s camp. He had a 
good and appreciativ audience composed of the leading men 
of the city. Could he hav been here. the second night we 
would hav had the hall full of people. No one tired of 
listening to him. I think if he had talked until midnight 
his audience would hav remained to listen. Mr. Reynolds 
made lots of friends while here, and when/he passes through 
this state next year he will hav to stop and giv us a course of 
lectures. We were sorry that he could not remain longer,’ 
but we will watch for him next time, and keep hima whole 
week with us. The unanimous opinion was that Mr. Rey- 
nolds is an able and competent leeturer. The Liberals along’ 
the route would better write to Mr. Reynolds at once and 
secure his services before it is too late. We came-very near 
missing him. J. A. WRABER. : 


MILTONVALE, Kan., Oct. 4,.1887. 
Mr. Enrror : As the time is out for our grand old path- 
finder, THE TRUTH SEEKER, I ask that you suspend it until 
further orders, as I leave here to-morrow for the Pacific 
states, and know not where to hav it sent as yet. i 
This is a Christian country and a Christian government ; 


the army of a hundred thousand drunkards going down to a 


premature grave ; the millions of unhappy homes caused by 
utter ignorance of a true life; the immense number of pros- 
titutes that walk our streets, both male and female, prosti- 
tuting not only their sex, but their digestiv organs by 
gluttony and drink; their muscles and bones, brains, minds, 
all prostituted to gaining **flthy lucre,” following fashion, ` 


maiming and killing each other, teaching an accursed, false 


religion, or giving damnable drugs and medicins, or plying 
the enginry of Christian law; making poisons, pistols, can- 
nons, gunpowder, dynamite, bombs, dungeons, scaffolds, any- 
thing, everything to rob poor, ignorant, short-sighted man— 
yes, we liv ina Christian country and among Christian people 
that hav been following and teaching the Christian religion 
for nearly two thousand years. 
A beautiful kaleidoscope, is it not? It is a wonder that . 


the billions of 80-called heathens do not all become Christians 


when the sweet picture is held up for their inspection. We 
are born with Christian blood in our veins, fed, as we grow 

older, on Christian food (blood and meat of the harmless 
dumb beasts), and: on the body and blood of Jesus Christ at 

the sacramental or Lord's supper, as it is called, until we are. 
alla race of cannibals, če., blood and meat eaters. Is it a 

wonder we thirst for the blood of the Anarchists and the: 
criminals generally? Is it any wonder that among us blood- 

thirsty Christians we find the worst wars, the most murders, 
rapes, abortions, child murders, and crime and immorality 

of every description? ` If we sow the wind, we must expect 
to hav the whirlwind and cyclone. Visit our slaughter. 
houses and abattoirs, our pork and beef packing houses; see 
and smell the rivers of blood, flowing in a crimson stream 
from the hearts and vitals of our domestic animals; listen to 

their awful and piteous groans, as they cry for life and 
mercy; watch the terrible struggles in the agonies of death, 

or in their fight for life; then think, reflect that millions .of 
these harmless creatures are slain every week, and hav been 
for centuries, that. Christians may eat their quivering fiesh, 
or drink their blood, and suck the marrow from their bones 
like cave-dwellers in prehistoric ages. 

That conglomeration of absurdity, the Bible, teaches’ this 
shameful, awful wholesale slaughter .of the kind, loving, 
intelligent animals all around us. Christianity will never 
elevate humanity (neither will Liberalism) out of the sway 
of the passions and appetites, until we learn to abstain from: 
praying to a bloodthirsty God and believing that Jesus's 
blood can atone for every crime imaginable, and stop build- 
ing up muscles, bones, brains—and souls, if we hav any, 
and it is doubtful, the way we liv and eat—out of the blood, 
flesh, and marrow of our near lower relativs. 

Mother Nature has draped our swift-rolling planet with 
waving grain, clinging purple vine, and fruiting orchard; 
filled the bosom of our grand old earth with roots and 
tubers, all to be had for the taking. Then why sacrifice. 
thousands of millions of lives of beast, fish, and fowl, that 
enjoy life as well as and better than ourselvs, making our 
beautiful world a theater of blood and carnage? Let Chris- 
tianity step down and out, in disgrace and shame. Let the 
kingdom of God be heard of no more, with its bloody his- 
toric page. And let us hav the Republic of Man in its 
place, with no love for God, but a world of charity for igno- 
rant, erring humanity. Let us build it of better and finer 
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material than blood, nerve, and muscle as a food, and war, 
famin, pestilence, drunkenness, licentiousness, and murder 
will soon be eliminated from our wretched, sorrowing globe, 
and heaven, with its long-anticipated joys, will come to us, 
and life will be worth the living. — DgWirr C. SEYMOUR. 


i . Burnett, Nes., Oct. 7, 1887. 

. Mz. Eprror: I think you had better giv up the palm to 
Mr. Jamieson on the Clark Braden case. Your head is very 
level on nearly all subjects, but I think Jamieson has the 
better of you on that one. The point is this, as I see it: No 
matter how indifferent or how low a preagher may be in the 
scale of morality, some youth will hear him debate whom 
we could not get otit-to hear a Liberal lecture. As far 
as lying is concerned, how much is Braden ahead of all 
other educated ministers? If they are. educated as they 
should be to fill the pulpit, they certainly know that what 
they are teaching is false. From my personal acquaintance 
with. ministers, none of them is to be depended upon for 

- truth and veracity when it comes to the religious subject. 
Nothing is too mean or low for them to do to carry their 
point; and if^we wait to get a strictly honest preacher to 
debate with, it will be a long while before we ever get a 
chance to show up our side of the question to some of the 
Christians. The only object I can see in debate is to draw 
oŭt an element that will not come to hear a lecture; and if a 
minister gets excited and uses harsh and unbecoming lan- 
guage in debate, it does our cause more good than it would 
if he confined -himself strictly to argument. I think with 
Mr. Jamieson that our Liberal lecturers should ever hold 
themselvs in readiness to enter into debate with any Chris- 
tian who is able to draw out any of the Christian element to 
hear him. [-hav been instrumental in getting seven lectures 
delivered at Burnett, and I must sy that I hav made a per- 
fect failure in securing the attendariee of any of those I most 
desired should come out. They talked as though it were a 
disgrace to go to hear a Liberal lecture. 

Now, as bad a man as Clark Braden may he, à great many 
Christians think him far superior to any of our lecturers. I 
hav heard women here in this town—and respectable women, 
too—declare that Ingersoll ought not to be suffered to liv. 
The most of Christians think that all influential Liberals are 
the most dangerous men on earth. The most of them that I 
hav conversed with think that Ingersoll does not believe 
what he preaches, but is simply doing it for money. One 
Mormon preacher told me that Ingersoll acknowledged to 
another’ Mormon minister in conversation aboard of a train 
in Illinois that he did not believe what he preached, but that 
he preached what paid him best. This same man says the 
earth ‘is flat, and that the sun revolves around it. The Bible 
says 80, and he believes it, and he defies any man to prove to 
him that it doesn't. That is the kind of men and women we 
hav to deal with mostly. If they are not that ignorant on 
one subject, they are on most others. They don't know 
what is in their own Bible, for I never talked fifteen minutes 
with a man on the subject of religion who would not con- 
tradict passages that I would quote from it, and declare and 
offer to bet that I could not show them. My idea is to not 
discourage debating with any man thatis able to draw out 
to hear him any one that wonld not come otherwise. 

D. W. WHITNEY: 


Cnroago, ILL., Oct. 11, 1887. 

Mr. EprroR: Away off here I make out now and then to 
get a copy of Tue TRUTH BERKER, and, with small exc p- 
tion, think it **the very best.” To see the holy scriptures 
illustrated is a novelty, and, as I think, '* catching.” 

It may be that you pay no attention to what people in this 
benighted section may think, but I assure you some of them 
feel. Looking over your “Letters from Friends” in your 
number of the 8th, I find one that signs himself '*J. 
Downes,” of date of September 28d. To my mind, Mr. 
Downes was not here when that famous bomb was thrown ; 
nor has he heard the speeches made by the condemned An- 
archists; nor has he been where he could read the violent 
articles written by them and published in their organs ; nor 
has he been among them to know of what stuff they are 
made; nor has he read up the trial and évidence; nor does 
his mixing up '*millionaires" and '* monopolists" with the 
case indicate any knowledge whatever of the actual facts. 

Having lived here long before und since all this ugly feat- 
ure of the Anarchists, and knowing from the first to the 
present time of the intent of these people, I believe I can tell 
"Mr. Downes of things in connection with the Anarchists that 
even he will call unlawful—always supposing that Mr. 
Downes is a loyal citizen. 

Iam a workingman, and think I can understand what op- 
pression means, but, being a workingman, I do not think it 
just the thing to throw bombs at ‘‘ millionaires” or ‘ monop- 
olists, because, first, millionaires and monopolists possess 
the money that keeps the wheels turning, and thus prevent 
millions from starving; and, second, it is utterly useless for 
mules to kick when by kicking they injure only themselvs. 

Now, if Mr. Downes is a citizen, he has a ballot. If he 
has a ballot, he should know how to use it.. His letter to 
your paper evidently shows that he needs “ posting.” 

Violent speeches, as those of the condemned Anarchists, 
never accomplished: any good. If there be a wrong, the 
people will suffer, but the people are at fault here in America 
for all evils that fall to them, because of their selection of 
representativs. ‘‘ Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty,” 
so if the people of these United States of America are indif- 
ferent to the duties of a citizen, they must suffer for their 
own faults. 

It ig my advice to Mr. Downes that he let the Anarchists 
and all breakers of the Constitution hang, and pay closer 
attention to the subtle workings of the Roman Catholic 
church. If he looks, he will find that the Anarchist will do 

little damage or he little damaged, while in the mean time 


the Roman Catholic church, with their Jesuits, are stealthily 
drawing his and this government’s life-blood. Perhaps he 
does not know it, but their pestiferous convents are the only 
places that this United States government has not yet 
entered without first giving notice to that intent. Mr. 
Downes should drop those few bloodthirsty Anarchists and 
look at the quiet but sure efforts of the Roman harlot to 
suppress the common school system. He should read up 
what he can find about the Jesuit snake that has been so 
finely illustrated in Taz TRuTH SEEKER. No man livs but 
has some influence, and my hope is that. Mr. Downes will 
hereafter use his in the right direction. ‘Brew SuzaD. 


Orrawa, CaN., Oct. 16, 1887. 
Mr. EDITOR: In spite of the assertions of ovér-confident 
Freethinkers that, Christianity is doomed, it never was more 
powerful, never so alive, as at the present time—at least, in 
this part of the world. And I dare say it never accumulated 


money more rapidly than it does now. I hav been in this 


city six months, and I must say that I admire the cleverness 
of the church at money-making more and more every day. 
The Roman Catholics are like sponges in the hands of the 
priests; when these want money they hav but to squeeze, 
and, lo! liquid wealth pours out from the precious porifera. 
To illustrate, the Roman Catholic clergy organized last sum- 
mer no less than three pilgrimages in this city to St. Anne de 
Beaupré, '* the Canadian Mecca” of Roman Catholics. It is 


estimated that 85,000 or 40,000 people of Ottawa and vicinity |. 


attended these pious excursions. It is needless to say that if 
trade suffered thereby, the clergy turned a very nice penny, 
if not an honest one, from them. The city was drained of 
about $40,000 as a result, but what matters that? ‘To show 
how knowing these priests are, it is but necessary to relate 
that one of them would not consent to organize one of these 
pilgrimages until after he had auctioned off the church 
seats, and pocketed the result. **I did so last year,” he 
said, ‘‘and I am not yet paid for some of the seats I had to 
sell on time, the pilgrims spending more money on the jour- 
ney than they can afford." à 

"That which is most astonishing in connection with all this 
is that believers do not profit by experience. It is à noted 
fact that. there never was au authenticated case of one single 
person being cured, but. on the contrary, many hav con- 
tracted diseases, while others hav died from the effects of 
discomfort, naturally attendant on such crowded excursions, 
yet the church has but to advertise one of them and thou- 
sands leave everything to obey the command. 

The majority of your readers must be aware of the numer- 
ous accidents that annually occur at this snrine. I will 
relate but one, to show the tenderness and consideration St. 
Anne holds toward her devotees. A short time ago, several 
bishops and priests, as well as thousands of pious believers, 
congregated to crown St. Anne (a wooden statue) with a 
massiv gold crown, so costly that the price was not given to 
the public, the priesthood being fearful that if the price was 
known, sacrilegious thieves might be tempted to defy the 
power of this anti-Christian saint. Asa matter of course, 
there was great rejoicing on this occasion, singing of hymns, 
booming of cannon, when, behold, one of the cannons ex- 
ploded, maiming for life three fathers of families, devotees 
of the saint. 

I heard some one remark on this occasion that St. Anne 
had repeatedly, by making a few of them ill, warned the 
fools to remain at home, but that as they were too thick- 
skulled to take the hint, she now tried to kill them outright. 
East Sunday at the benediction of a bell (cost, $500), the 
donations from the faithful amounted to $3,000. 

And some Freethinkers say the church is doomed! .Not 
so. Freethought cannot be too activ, if it will overthrow 
the crafty and wealthy followers of the humble Galilean. 

L. F. Matus. 


Conoorn, N. C., Oct. 4, 1887. 

Mr. Epıror: Why am I not a Christian? To be a Chris- 
tian, I must bury common sense and reason, which God has 
given me as a mariner’s needle to warn me off the dangerous 
rocks of superstition, absurdities, and persecution. To bea 
Christian, I must believe the musty and rusty superstitions 
and myths of an illiterate and barbarous people who lived 
five, or, maybe, ten thousand years since. To be'a Christian. 
I must believe that God made the world and all it contained 
in six days, when he became tired, exhausted, and rested the 
seventh day. To be a Christian, I must believe that God 
made the first man Adam of dust—made him in his own 
image; that God made the first woman Eve, not of dust or 
clay, nor in the image of God, but out of a rib of Adam. 
This was the first surgical operation on record. As Eve was 
not fashioned after the image of God, this may account for 
her getting angry with her maker, and tempting Adam with 
the forbidden fruit. Does anatomy prove that Eve was 
made from the rib of man? No. If such had been the fact, 
would not God hav giv us proof of that fact by a want of 
one rib in man to-day? To bea Christian, I must believe 
that God placed before Adam and Eve a temptation stronger 
than they had power to resist—a temptation to be equal 
with God. I fear this spirit to be equal with and superior to 
God has a deep hold on some—yes, many—of the learned 


men of to-day, including the clergy. To be a Christian, I 


must believe that God believed in man offering sacrifices, 
and delighting in the blood of beasts. To bc a Christian, I 
must believe that God became angry with the inhabitants of 
the earth, Adami’s seed, and sent a flood that covered the 
whole earth a mile deep, and destroyed all animals, fowls, 
and insects, and every human being, except Noah and his 
family and one pair of each kind of beasts, fowls, and 
insects. Does any intelligent, reasonable man or woman 
believe this fable? Would not God hav spared that part of 
his creation that knew no sin? To bea Christian, I must 
believe that God encouraged theft, directing the ohildren of 


Israel to borrow jewels of silver and gold and raiment from 
a people they never expected to see (Exod. iii, 22) before 
they ferried the Red Sea on foot. Their journey of forty 
years in a territory less in area than Texas is a romance that 
puts a blush on a Texas cowboy. To be a Christian, I must 
believe that the ten commandments were written by the 
finger of God on Mount Sinai, as a guide to Moses and 
Joshua's little band—a band of murderers and cutthroats— 
when they entered the land of Canaan, equal to or worse 
than the James gang or the Baldknobers of the West. To 
be a Christian, I must believe that God encouraged polyg- 
amy as practiced by Jacob and Solomon, and sanctioned 
the adultery of David and the incest of Lot. To be a 
Christian, I must not forget and must believe thc story 
of Joshua’s influence over God when he wanted to thrash 
the Amorites, and asked God to stop the sun and moon 
one day that he might slay the Amorites as hc had slain - 


‘the men of other tribes, and God hearkened to his en- 


treaties. To sum all in all of Bible teachings and be a 
Christian, I must be an idiot, and believe all the non- 
sense, myths, and fables of the Old and New Testaments, 
and pay the preachers of such nonsense liberally, so they 
can liv in ease and luxury without working. The Jews 
crowned one man with thorns, but these preachers of ancient 
fables and myths strew the paths of all who differ with them 
in their theology with thorns and cobblestones, hoping that 
all such persons may fall into the bottomless pit. 
` -> J. W. MEHAFFEY. 


Toronto, OnT., Oct 17, 1887. 

Mr. Eprrox: Orthodox and gloomy Toronto has received 
a shock—a shock similar to that given a few years ago by 
Colonel Ingersoll at the Grand Opera House—by the advent 
of Mr. Wong Chin Foo, the noted author of * Why I Ama 
Heathen,” in the North American Review recently, who has 
had the audacity to inform a large Toronto audience that hc 
still remains a heathen. The lecture was extensivly adver- 
tised by the Toronto press previous to his arrival, so that a 
large audience assembled to hear the celebrated heathen, 
thinking no doubt that he would giv some pointers to intend- 
ing missionaries to that benighted laud, but, strange to say, 
the lecture was the other way. Wong Chin Foo commenced 
by saying that until Christianity proved its superiority to 
Confucianism, it would never succeed in China. "The Chinese 
could never believe it ever was necessary to kill a god in 
order to take away theirsins. As the doings of Jesus are no} 
recorded between the age of fourteen and thirty, it is prob- 
able be studied the wisdom of the East, or came into contact 
with some of the Eastern philosophers, and incorporated 
their wisdom into Christianity, which is full of the teachings 
of Confucius, practiced in China thousands o? years before 
the Christian era. *'Do unto others as ye would they do 
unto you” was taught by Confucius before Christ was ever 
heard of, and when Christian Englaud was in a state of bar- 
barism the social life of the Chinese was far more humane 
than that of Christians. The finger of an aged man had more 
effect on the youths of China than the clubs of policemen hav 
upon Christian youths. Christian missionaries rarely got an 
intelligent Chinaman to become a convert to Christianity, - 
their converts were of the illiterate and unthinking class. 
And although Christian missionaries hav labored for forty 
years in China, their success among that immense body of 
people has been far from flattering. Christianity is puffed 
up too much, and the philosophy of the heathens is either 
not read or unfairly condemned. Wong Chin Foo studied 
the Bible with the intention of preaching the ‘‘ glad tidings” 
to his fellow-countrymen, but he found the grand precepts 
contained in that book nearly word for word the same as 
taught by Confucius, and already known throughout the Chi- 
nese empire; besides, he found the orthodox idea was tka’ 
those who never heard of Christianity would be saved, and 
it would bav been positivly dangerous to giv his countrymen 
an opportunity to get damned by refusing their belief in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. In America a man was considered to be 
a good citizen if he belonged to a church; in China a man's 
good conduct, and not his religious belief, as the qualifica. 
tion fora good citizen. In Christian countries everyone is try- 
ing to get ahead, and all appear to be perfectly indifferent to 
the misery they occasion others in their efforts to succeed. 
The ambition in life is to accumulate gold—an ambition that 
is the very essence of selfishness, which, as a rule, only ends 
with the grave. The Chinese heathenism teaches him a very 
different method of existence. When the head of the family 
has made & decent competency he hands his business over to 
his eldest son, and so on through the family. 

Wong Chin Foo described miiutely the peculiar social cus- 
toms of his country, which appeared to be far in advance of 
ours, and provoked repeated applause. 

Considerable excitement prevailed while the lecturer read 
the excommunication curse of the Roman Catholic church, 
which he characterized as the most horrible curse the human 
mind ever conceived, and in indignant tones asked, ** What 
would you Christians think if heathens formulated such a 
curse a8 that ?” 

The speaker was listened to with great attention, and spoke 
for nearly two hours, answering questions at the finish of his 
address. 

A considerable number of Frecthinkers were present, aud 
enjoyed immensely the ** points” of Wong Chin Foo. . 

The newspapers, with one exception, instead of reporting 
the lecture, devoted the little space they gave the Chinaman 
to sarcastic remarks about his persona] appearance, and one 
very Christian paper publicly gave the names of the pro- 
moters of the lecture (although requested not to do) saying : 
"These gentlemen are responsible for the preaching of 
heathenism to a Toronto audience!” What a terrible crime, 
to be sure! How tolerant these Christians are when in the 
majority! Ifa roissionary got insulted in China they would 
denounce the barbarism of the heathen, and petition the gov- 
ernment for redress, 

Wong Chin Foo had to pay $50 to pass into Canada. 

: EO. WILLIAMS. 
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Continued from page 698. 
smiled a royal welcome to the many earnest thinkers 
who had met together to propose plans for the work 
of the ensuing year. The call had been for a busi- 


ness congress only, but the local society of Chicago’ 


determined to make it as much of a success as possi- 
ble. It congratulates itself that what it proposed to 
do it accomplished. , 

Numbers of delegates were present from all over 
the country, especially from the great West; and 
these all seemed to be vieing with one another 
as to whieh should be the most earnest and self-sac- 
rificing in his devotion to our cause. Gray-haired 
old men, their eyes afire with the enthusiasm of 

' youth, and voices tremulous with feeling, spoke of 
the time when in all the town, or perhaps in all the 
county, they had been the only Freethinkers, the 
only ones who dared to speak for truth. And to-day 
they had met in this great city, delegates to an or- 
ganization representing one hundred thousand mem- 
bers. They no longer stood alone. They held no 
longer the forlorn hope. The grandest, brightest 
thinkers in the nation had come to the front, and 
high up, side by side with their own, had written 
their names, subscribing to the Nine Demands of 
Liberalism. 

The proceedings throughout were characterized by 
the most complete harmony, “ Peace on earth and 
good-will to men " being the prevailing sentiment. 

At the afternoon session in Madison-street Theater 

‘the president, Courtlandt Palmer, produced a most 
favorable impression by his candid, thoughtful words 
and the dignity and courtesy of his manner. Mr. 

Palmer has made for himself a warm place in every 
Liberal heart, and will not soon be forgotten. Even 
the Chicago papers, which are not predisposed to 
anything like justice when considering the Union or 
its work, recognized the ability of the gentlemanly 
young president, and acknowledged his honesty and 
worth. . 

, Judge Waites address was received by the audi- 
ence with the warmest applause. 

Mr. Samuel P. Putnam spoke on “ Dangers Ahead.” 
He was glad that Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Helen 
Gardener, and others were getting up a “ Woman's 
Bible ;’ he had no doubt that it would be immensely 
superior to the men’s Bible that had been responsible 
for the woman’s degradation. Susan B. Anthony had 
called it the “he” book. One of the most palpable 
dangers ahead was the movement to place God in the 
Constitution. The success of this would overthrow 
the Declaration of Independence and American liber- 
ties. He denounced in unstinted terms the tyranny 
of the Sunday laws, and said that the American peo- 
ple submitted to infringements on their personal 
rights which no subject of a European monarch 
would endure. The church cared nothing for the 

' working people, only for the money they paid into its 
coffers. She never started a single reform. Poverty 
was the supreme problem. Christianity had never 
made a move to do away with this tremendous evil. 
He hated poverty. The hope that Christianity gave 
was, “the poor ye hav always with you." The hope 
of the Secular Union was that a universal fraternity 
would take the place of the grinding curse. The 
union of church and state meant a blind, fanatical 
feeling combined with the sword. There was no 
feeling like theological hatred. Theology was organ- 
ized ignorance, and that was the church. If the 
church were supreme in the state, there would be no 
hope of human advancement. The Liberals wanted 
a separation of religion from all physical force. Their 
ideal was a free exercise of intellect and a harmony 
of the inner with the outer life. Mr. Putnam spoke 
with the earnestness of conviction, and with force and 
power that showed his whole soul was in his work, 
and concluded his address amid the long-continued 
applause of the audience. At the conclusion of the 
lecture President Palmer, who made a most excellent 
presiding officer, being always ready with anecdote, 
wit, and personal reminiscence to enliven the occa- 
sion, related an interview with Charles Bradlaugh, in 
which he asked if much interest was taken in the 
Union in England. “No,” answered Mr. Bradlaugh, 
“unless there is an issue, and then there is a great 
gathering of the clans.” Mr. Palmer thought that 
impending danger of a union of church and state in 
this country should bring the one hundred thousand 
members of the American Secular Union together 
into one grand body to combat the danger. 

The evening session was quite largely attended. 
Herr Julius Vohlteich, ex-member of the German 

Reichstag, gave an address in German. He spoke 
with enthusiasm, and the applause was frequent, 
loud, and long. It is to be regretted that no trans- 
lation of his speech was furnished, as it would no 
doubt be excellent reading, judging from the delight 
with which it was received by our German friends. 

It is embarrassing to refer so often to the applause 
of the audience, but those present will bear testimony 
to the fact that it was a most enthusiastic audience, 
and unstinted in its appreciation. l 

A lecture on “ His Satanic Majesty” by the unfort- 
unate secretary of the Chicago Secular Union tran- 
scribing these proceedings closed the program for the 

evening. 


On Sunday morning a number of friends and dele- 
gates met in the hall of the Secular Union to listen 
to reports of the officers and committees. Charles 
Reynolds presented the report of Treasurer Charles 
Eckhard. Some little discrepancies were referred to, 
and George Collins, of the Chicago society, asked for 
an explanation, saying that our secretary, like Cesar’s 
wife, should be above suspicion. President Palmer 
arose and said that the explanation rested with him. 
At the time he accepted his office he had been too 
indisposed to attend to its duties. The accounts had 
been left with his clerk, of whose honesty he was 
perfectly assured; but through inadvertence some 
receipts or something had not been entered. If 
there was any feult in the matter it was his own, and 
not Mr. Putnam’s. He added, laughingly, that. he 
did not think the officers of the American Secular 
Union had made any money out of their positions. 
Mr. Putnam said he had not always obtained vouch- 
ers for money paid out. ` 

Mr. Palmer was urged most earnestly by the com- 
mittee to accept a renomination for president, but 
positivly declined, stating that he felt it best that a 
worker should be selected to represent the Union, 
and strongly recommended Mr. Putnam for that 
place, considering that his devotion in the past indi- 
dicated that he was the one best man to carry the 
work into the future. 

The afternoon session was opened in the Madison- 
street Theater by the newly-elected president of the 
American Secular Union, Samuel P. Putnam. The 
Aurora Turner Singing Section, composed of twenty- 
five magnificent male voices, furnished the music. 
They were recalled again and again. They are mem- 
bers of the Turner. societies, whose demands are 
identical with our own, and we of Chicago do not see 
why we should not.work together for the attainment 
of our grand object. 

Miss Voltairine de Cleyre, late editor of the Pro- 
gressive Age, gave an address on “Secular Educa- 
tion.” She trested her subject with intelligence and 
familiarity, having been educated in the tenets of the 
Roman Catholic faith, graduating with high honors 
from a Catholic seminary. The young lady wears a 
gold medal, conferred upon her asa distinction for 
the high honors she had attained. Her address was 
pointed, brilliant, and dramatic. The audience 
evinced its appreciation by oft-repeated applause. 
Miss de Cleyre is also a finished musician, and 
enlivened every session of the Congress by an excel- 
lent performance on the piano. She promised her 
lecture for publication in Tax Trors Seexer, and it 
will no doubt soon make its appearance. 

Following was an address from Prof. Charles 
Orchardson on “Morality of Christian Teachers.” 
This is a subject with which the professor is per- 
fectly familiar; and, combining his remarks with 
scientific facts, his illustrations are most entertaining. 
The professor excels in sarcasm, and kept his 
audience in delightful expectancy, appreciating most 
thoroughly the brilliant hits he gave again and again 
to opponents. He doesn’t spare even himself in his 
illustrations. The writer is more considerate, and 
will not repeat his well-told story of Elisha and the 
bears. . 

Mr. E. A. Stevens, the newly-elected secretary of 
the American Secular Union, was then introduced, 
and spoke on “ God in the State.” This is a lecture 
which should be read by every man and woman in 
America. It is a most thorough refutation of the 
oft-repeated assertion that there is no danger in this 
country, that we hav a separation of church and 
state. It bristles with hard facts well told, pointed 
illustrations, and is a sharp, incisiv, and brilliant 
arraignment of the insidious, fanatical power which 
is leaving no stone unturned to rob the people of 
this American Republic of their liberties. Mr. 
Stevens was often interrupted with applause, and his 
audience listened intently to his words as though 
startled into an appreciation of the danger and of the 
need of earnest, aggressiv work on the part of the 
American Secular Union. 

On Sunday evening, the last session of the Con- 
gress, the theater was filled with an intelligent, 
brilliant audience, made up of the thinkers of the 
great metropolis of the West. President Putnam, in 
& very happy speech, introduced the retiring presi- 
dent of the American Secular Union and president of 
the Nineteenth Century Club, Courtlandt Palmer, 
who spoke on the “Aristocracy of Freethought.” 
The lecture was a well-worded, dignified production, 
characterized by the grace inherent in its author. 

The aristocracy of Freethought, the incoming 
chivalry, it was soon apparent, were not to be the 
brigands of money, the accidents of birth, or the 
representativs of power, but the possessors of true 
moral worth and intellectual greatness. In the old 
chivalry men must be brave. In the new they must 
be true—true to right; devotees to principle. 

Many inquiries were made as to whether the 
lecture was published. It should be, as it would 
make a desirable addition to Freethought literature, 
and fit into a place that seems to hav been left 
vacant on purpose to be thus filled. The lecture was 
given amid great applause, the audience evincing the 
most enthusiastic appreciation. It seemed to com- 


prehend instinctivly the worth of the man who, in 
defiance of the conventionalities of his training, dares 
to stand bravely forth as an apostle for right and 
truth and liberty. He showed that he himself was 
one of the new nobility, the coming aristocracy of 
Freethought. "E 

Mrs. Juliet H. Severance, M.D., was to follow Mr. 
Palmer, but was unable to be present, much to the 
regret of her many admirers, having been detained in 
Minneapolis, where she had been sent'as a delegate 
to the Knights of Labor Convention. Your humble 
servant, secretary Chicago Secular Union, made a 
short speech, and President Putnam presented the 
resolutions prepared by the committee to the Con- 

O88. : E os 
E ith a few forcible, brilliant words, eulogizing 
Col. Robert Ingersoll for his demand in New Jersey 


-that our flag should be placed above the cross, the 


president introduced Chas. B. Reynolds. Mr. Rey- 
nolds in his remarks was bright, witty, and satirical. 
He kept his audience convulsed with laughter, giv- 
ing some inimitable imitations of himself, perhaps, 
when he was an Adventist preacher and plied his 
mission of saving souls. 

The Chicago Congress was a pronounced success— 
the best held, it was said, for several years—and the 
various delegates from the different localities, scat- 
tered through the length and breadth of the land, 


protested again and again that they wouldn't hav 


missed it for any consideration whatever. 

President Putnam generously called attention to 
the Freethought papers, urging Liberals to sustain 
them—Tue Trurs Srexer, Boston Investigator, Sec- . 
ular Thought, Freethinkers’’ Magazine, Progressive 
Age, and so on. A*number of copies of Secular 
Thought, sent by Chas. Watts, were given away 
among the audience. : M 

It was nearly 11 o'clock when, after much hand- 
shaking and leave-taking, the audience dispersed, 
promising to meet again the next year, should the 
Congress be held in this Garden City of the West— 
Chicago. Mrs. M. A. Freeman, 

Sec. Chicago Secular Union. 
— a 
Died. 

At his residence in Greeley, Kan.; October 12th, Major 
Joseph Henry, aged 74 years. Funeral on the 18th. 

At the residence of Mrs. S. L. Clark, Newport, Maine, 
Seward Mitchell, aged 74 years. The following lettér ex- . 
plains the painful circumstances: : f 

‘t NewrorrT, Me., Oct. 19. 

t EDITOR or THE TRUTH SEEKER: Seward Mitchell passed 
away October 17th. His death was caused by a very painful 
accident. He was taken ill in the night, got up from his bed 
with his lamp in his hand, but fainted and set fire to his 
night clothes; was so badly burnt that it caused his death in 
one week from the time of the accident. He was a very 
great sufferer, but bore it with pa'ience and resignation. 
His funeral was conducted in accordance with his wishes. 
A poem from Whittier was read by one of his friends and a 
few remarks made; also singing by aequaintances, * When 
the mists hav cleared away,’ and ‘Nearer, my God, to thee.’ 
Everything was done for him by his friends that love, ten- 
derness, and good nursing could do. His daughter was 
summoned at once, and was with him to the last. He was 
74 years of age. He will be greatly missed by those who 
knew him best. Respectfully, Mrs. Susan L. CLARE.” 

e 


Feeding the Family Stock of Vanity. 
George Standring Among His Exchanges with the Radical. 


First let us take Tue TRUTH SEEKER, of New York, which 
arrives every Monday morniug. Here is & goodly-sized 
sheet, with a large cartoon on its front page, and a smaller 
one on its back—making it look something like a sandwich- 
man fixed between his boards. The number whieh you now 
hold is the 86th of the 14th volume. Tux TRUTH SEEKER 
was founded by my dear old friend D. M. Bennett; and 
since bis death, in 1882, it has been carried on by his ‘young 
man,” Eugene M. Macdonald. Eugene is a very smart and 
able editor, and keeps his paper well up tothe times. He is, 
of course, an uncompromising Freethinker, and always 
keeps his anti-theological doctrins to the front. A few 
years ago he introduced the feature of cartoons into his 
pages, and apparently has been satisfied with the result, as 
he has regularly continued them. They are invariably 
drawn by Watson Heston, and, despite a certain crudity of ` 
style and occasional heresies in the matter of perspectiv, 
they are on the whole well designed and executed. Eugene 
is an Individualist of the militant type, and sometimes he 
crosses swords with Benjamin R. Tucker, the Anarchist ed- 
itor of Ziberty. Let me call your attention to the writings 
of a genuin humorist, George Macdonald (brother of Eugene). 
He reports the meetings of the Liberal Ciub, and—alas! too 
rarely—he contributes delicious articles of a more ambitious 
nature. 


' From the Home Advocate, Mapleton, Iowa. . 
Tus TRurH SEEKER, of New York, is a leader of the Lib- 
eral movement, and its editor, E. M. Macdonald, is one of 
the intellectual forces that are revolutionizing the religious 
sentiment of our states-republic. 
————9—9—9————————— 

Ir the church expects to win a victory over the columns of 
Infidelity, so rapidly recruiting and bringing to bear the 
strongest weapons of argument, it will need to march against 
them with something more effectiv than the pop-gun of sen- 
timent and the blank charges of threadbare phrases easily 
rolled off the tongue. Its writers and its speakers, its jour- 
nalists and its pulpit orators, will hav to fight as if they meant 
business, and were not play soldiers, kept for show on a hol- 
iday. Religious namby-pambyism is out of date.— The Bet- 


ter Way. 
n 


Terre is a chance for a bright boy—from fifteen to eigh- 
teen years old—to learn the printing trade at Tax TRUTH 
SEEKER office. He must be able to read manuscript, 
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Children’s Gorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixom, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
_ this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren’s Hour.” 


A Great Man. 


That man is great, and he alone, ^ 

Who serves a greatness not his own 
For neither praise nor pelf ; 

Content to know and be unknown, 
Whole in himself. 


Strong is that man¢he only strong, 

To whose wel'-ordered will belong, 
For service and delight, 

All powers that, in face of wrong, 
Establish right. 


And free he is, and only he, 
Who, from his tyrant passion free, 
; By fortune undismayed, 
Hath power upon himself to be, 
By himself, obeyed. 


' If such a man there be, where'er 

Beneath the sun and moon he fare, 
He cannot fare amiss. 

Great Nature hath him in her care, 
Her cause is his. 
omm 

The Trials of a Schoolmistress, 

Teacher (in mental arithmetic): If there 
were three peaches on the table, Johnny, and 
your little sister should eat one of them, now 
many would be left ? 

Johnny: How many little sisters would be 
left ? 

"Teacher: Now listen, Johnny. If there 
were three peaches on the table, and your 
little sister should eat one, how many would 
be left ? 

Johnny: We ain't had a peach in the house 
this year, let alone three. 

Teacher: We are only supposing the 
peaches to be on the table, Johnny. 

Johnny: Then they "wouldn't be real 
peaches ! 

Teacher: No. 

Johnny : Would they be preserved peaches? 

Teacher: Certainly not. r 

Johnny: Pickled peaches ? 

Teacher: No, no. There wouldn't be any 
peaches at all as I told you, Johnny; we 
only suppose the three peaches to be there. 

Johnny: Then there wouldn't be any 

_ peaches, of course. 

Teacher: Now, Johnny, put that knife in 
your pocket or I will take it away, and pay 
attention to what I am saying. We imagin 
three peaches to be on the table. 

Johnny: Yes. 

Teacher: And' your little sister eats one of 
them and then goes away. . 

Johnny: Yes, but she wouldn't go &way 
until she had finished the three. You don't 
know my little sister. 

Teacher: But suppose your mother was 
there, and wouldn't let her eat but one. 

Johnny: Mother's out of town, and won't 
be back till next week. 

Teacher (sternly) : Now, Johnny, I will put 
the question once more, and if you do not 
answer it correctly I shall keep you after 
school. If three pcaches were on the table, 
and your little sister were to eat one of them, 
how many would be left ? À 

Johnny (straightening up): There wouldn't 
be any peaches left. I'd grab the other two. 

. "Teacher (touching the bell): The scholars 
are now dismissed. Johnny White will remain 
where he is. 
e 
A Little Boy’s Temperance Speech. 


Some people laugh and wonder 
What little boys can do 
To help this temperance thunder 
Rollall the big world through : 
I'd hav them look behind them, 
When they were small, and then E 
I'd like just to remind them 
That little boys make men ! 


The bud becomes a flower, 
The acorn grows a tree, 
The minutes make the hour— 
‘Tis just the same with me. 
I'm small, but Iam growing 
As quickly asI can i 
And a temperance boy like me is bound 
To make a temperance man. 


—Youth’s Companion. 
———— $9999 ——————— 


Panacea for Troubie. 


Life is filled with trouble, as a writer in 
Our Homes has said, and we must shoulder 
our share with the best grace we can. We 
may only seek to make them as light as we 
can, since to avoid them is impossible. 

There is one sovereign panacea for this. It 
is work. Brooding over trouble is like sur- 
rounding oneself with a fog. It magnifies all 


‘and sewer pipes. 


objects seen through it. Occupation of the 
mind prevents this; hard work, manual work 
even, givs the mind other matters of concern, 
tires the body so that sleep will come. 

Very few suicides occur when men are 
activly employed. When out of, work, they 
think of their other troubles, and the de- 
spondency arising from this added one throws 
the-mind from its balance, and the fatal deed 
is done. Many a man would hav committed 
suicide if he had had the time. Work of any 
kind, especially work for others, is the great 
panacea for a troubled mind. 

—— 9$ 9 —— 
Little Jack. 


A winter day hung o'er the earth, 

And filled our childish hearts with mirth ; 
For on the newly fallen snow 

The sunbeams lay, like gems aglow. 


Along the lake shore, by the mill, 
We children coasted on the hill, 
And, with our voices full of glee, 

. We woke the echoes glad and free. 


. My heart was full of selfish pride, 
As down the Jong hill’s sunny side, 
With merry shout, I swiftly sped 
Upon my gayly-painted sled. 


And, toiling up the hill once more, 
I heard a plaintiv voice implore, 

* Oh, won't you let me hav a ride 2?” 
I roughly pushed the boy aside. 


I crossly bade him clear the track, 
And struck at him—poor little Jack ! 
The next I saw him, cold he lay, 

A pallid piece of lifeless clay. 


This was long, weary years ago, ` 
Yet when I see new fallen snow . 
Regretful memory brings back 
: The pleading voice of little Jack. 
` —Weekly Wisconsin, 
—— eMM 


: Correspondence. 


ARMSTRONG, Iowa, Oct. 6, 1887. 

Desar Miss Wixon: I was sorry to think 
that your mother is dead. I think I know 
how I would feel if my. own mother was 
dead. My brothers and I hav sent for “ Lit- 
tle Lessons for Little Folks.” We are going 
to seud for ** The Story Hour.” J. E. Rems- 
burg has come and gone. The Christians 
raised a howl because the. black man has 
been among them. I was glad to: see a letter 
from his boy, and feel like shaking hands 


| with him. I like the Children's Corner very 


Your little Freethinker friend, 
Rost. L. Burr. 


much. 


Science Column. 


A Piece of Granit. 


Just a small piece or slice of granit, that 
you can hold in your hand—but what a story 
it tells! What a song it sings! What a his- 
tory it reveals! 

How hard and firm it is! and how it glis- 
tens! 

You want to know what it is composed of, 
don’t you? Well, let us see. 

You sit still and listen, and let me do the 
talking. 

Why is it iia granit? 

There is an Italian word grano, and it sig- 
nifies grain, or like grain, and if you observe 
the piece of granit, it looks like packed 
grains, hence its name—granit. In this piece 
there are crystals of quartz, mica, and feld- 
spar. The quartz looks like glass, but it will 
not cleave and separate, as the grayish mica 
does, in thin layers. The feldspar is the yel- 
lowish-white, but sometimes it is gray or 
pink. 

Ah, here is a bit of hornblende—it is that 
speck of greenish-black substance. 

This piece came from a quarry a short dis- 
tance from my home, where a great number 
of tons of granit hav been taken out. 

You want to know how it is taken out. 
Pll tell you. A number of men go into the 
quarry and patiently drill holes where a block 
is to be taken, to the depth of three or four 
to six inches; then they pound iron wedges 
into the holes between laps of steel, and 
then the wedges are soundly tapped with a 
hammer, and in this way big blocks are 
split off from the solid rock, fifty or more 
feet in length. 

Some think that granit is the first or original 
rock, that is, the oldest rock. But this is à 
mistake, for there are rocks below the lowest 
granit formations, though we may say that 
the earth’s big cellar is formed of granit. 

In some localities there is a great deal-of 
this sort of rock, notably in New England. 
In the city where I liv (Fall River, Mass.) 
there are several quarries of granit, and it 
seems to be all over the place, so that it is 
met with in digging foundations for houses, 
and other buildings, in laying water, gas, 
The large cotton mills here 
are built of granit taken from our quarries, 
and one long block of stores on Main street 


is built of the same material, and is known 
ag the ** Granit Block.” 

There is a lovely shade of red granit found 
in Scotland, and also in this country, in Maine 
and New Brunswick. 

It varies in texture in various parts of the 

world, some of it being very fine and hand- 
some; sometimes it is found extending for a 
long distance without a single seam. 
' It may interest you to know that the big 
granit pillars in front of the Astor House in 
New York were shipped from Quincy, Mass., 
where they were quarried, and taken to New 
York by my father in his vessel when he was 
a follower of the sea. Granit lasts a long 
time, and can be highly polished, so as to 
Shine and glisten in the sunbeams like smooth 
glass. 

For building purposes it stands in the first 
rank. 'The Egyptians prized it highly, and 
used it in building their obelisks and pyra- 
mids. There are still standing in Egypt 
towering granit pyramids known to be three 


| thousand years old, and some whose age is 


unknown. But we read that 


The granit rocks disorganize 
To feed the hungry moss they bear; 


And after awhile they crumble and fade to 
dust, & part of the change that is written 
upon all things that we see. .8. H.W. 


QuEsTIons.—From what word does granit receive 
its name? Ot what is it composed? How is 
granit taken from its bed in the quarry? Is 
granit the primitiv or first rock in the world’s 
formation? Iu what localities is granit found? 
Where 1s found the red granit? Does it vary in 
texture? What about the pillars of the Astor 
House? What 18 granit used for? What can you 
say of its durability ? 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


Apples of Gold. . A Story-Book for 
e Young Folks, By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price,$1.95. 'This very excel- 
lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 


second has been issued ata reduced price of. 


. $1.25, free of postage. This new edition haa a 
photo. raph of the author which adds*very 
much to the value of the volume. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 


vestigation. Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions, 
with numerous réferences and citations, that 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
oi other propositions in the same book. Price 


95 annis. 

The Stor ry Hour. For Children and 
Youth. Susan, a azon, Without Super- 
stition. The O Illustrated Freethinkers’ 


Children’s Story Book everissued. 66full 


-page 
and 25 smaller linstrations; large t Pe» hi heg 


toned paper, broad margins, uminate 
covers; 4to. 224 pp.: bds., $1. 
Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 


the Rightway Abnshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price10cents. For sale at this office. 


The Youth’s Liberal Guide. By 


Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M, Price; $1.00., This 
volume aims at the education of youth in the 
rinciples of Freethought, at the same time 
fha inculeates moral duties and human 
rights from & sor Rade of Paren reason and 
common sense. ddress TRUTH 


o 


S. P. Putnam’s Works. 


The Problem of the the Universe, and 


Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 2 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, & New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 60 ots. 
** A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power ; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day."—Jonn 
Swinton's Paper. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 


Prometheus. A poem. “Itis crammed 


with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured ferth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty."—Dz. HENRY W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand? and 


other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 


Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 


version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 


uo ‘all of the st above address 
TRUTH SEEKER OC. 


LIFE. 


4 PROSE POEM. 


By R. G. INGERSOLL. 


Printed in colors on board, beveled “edges. 
Price 50 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


REPLY 
TO REY. L. A. LAMBERTS 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL” 
By E. W, Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of the Oatholic priest's 
Historical misstatements. 
Price, Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 cents. 


Our Flag Above the Cross. 


This device is for 
paper and envel- 
opes for Secular 
Unions and others. 

PRICES: ; 
Half-note, bk ink, 
per quire, . .18 
Envelopes, black 
ink, per pack, .18 
Paper or envelopes 
with local ad- 
dress, 1,000, $6.00 
Half-note, 4colors, 
per quire, . .95 
Envelopes,4 colors, 
per pack, 35 
Paper or envelopes 
4 colors, with lo- 
cal address, per 
1,000, . . $10.00 
Address 


The Truth Seeker. 


Any profit from sales will be devoted to the free 
distribution of Liberal literature. 


L. K. Washburn's Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 


regulating human conduct on the Sabbath is 
-an impertinence.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Chris- 
tian Church. “The Thirty-nine 


Articles of the Christian church are thirty- 
nine poor, broken-down opinions.” 10 cents. 


The Foolishness of Prayer. “Think 


of a minister’s praying God to kill grasshop- 
pers, or trying to induce the Deity to under- 
take a crusade of one against the Colorado 
beetle 1" Price, 10 cents. - 


Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 
Price, 5 cents. 

Do You Love Jesus? Price, 5 cents. 

America’s Debt to Thomas Paine. 
Price, 5 cents. 

Is Liberalism Moral? Price, 5 cents. 

A Holy Superstition. Price, 5 cents. 

The Workingman’s Religion. 5 cts. 

Temperance and the Bible. 5 cents. 

Free Religion ; or, the Religious De- 


mand of To-day. ’ Price, bcent& ` 

The Brute God of the Old Testament. 
Price, 5 cents. 

The Resurrection of Jesus Not 
Proved. Price, 5 cents. 


The Publie Schoo's and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. 


Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 

tren aby Ave copies for $1; one hundred copies for 

e wish thatthe friends of Freethought would 
tebaa thousands of these telling pictures. 


BIBLE MYTHS 


AND THEIR 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


The object of the work 18 to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning 

“Tt ig pnquestionably true hat the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else 80 accessible as they are now made 
in the work before us."—N. Y. Sw 

1vol.8vo. Oloth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.50. 


P il Y | | 
—0— 

A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Oontaining 


both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
` —0— 
The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 


Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every* 
where in vindication. 


TOGETHER WITH 


A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 
pp. Price 15 cents. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


COPYRIGHTED, 


Address 
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a gS 
THE WATCH OF THE FUTURE. 
The new, latest improved 14 karat. filled gold 

watches are the best and most durable in the 

world for little money. | Prices again reduced, 

Seven jewels, $25; 11 Jewels, $27.50; 15 jewels, $30, 

Same, adjusted, to heat and cold, $34.. .Ladies’, 7 

Jeweled, $20; 11, $22; 15, #28; with glass inside cap, 

$3 less;-Louis XIV. style, $3 more; all best Ameri- 

can hunting stem-winders; open face, gold cap, 
$3 less ; open screw case, $5 less; all. cases accom- 
panied by manufacturer’s and my guarantee for 

20 years. Above movements in 3 ounce silver 

cages, $13 less; 4 ounce, $12 less;-5 Ounce, $10.50 ; 

and 6 ounce, $9 less, All guaranteed one year and 
sent prepaid, if on line of American Express 
office or per registered mail, subject to. approval, 
and cash refunded if not satisfactory. 

WATCH WORK. 


KERSEY GRAYES'S WORKS. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cents. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thoisand biblical errors in science, history, 
mor tls; religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins. Price, $1.7. 

The World's Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 


origin of all the doctrines, principies, precepts, 
and miracles of the Christian New Testament, 


A SPLENDID WORK. j 
Mr. Ckarles Eckhard, treasurer of the American 
Secular Union, has published 


THE NINE DEMANDS 


in a more attractiv form than any in which they 
hav previously appeared. At the head of an en- 
graving on heavy plate paper, 24x19 inches, are 
the cabinet-sized likenesses of JEFFERSON, 
WASHINGTON, and PAINE, the Fathers of ou: 
Republic. At the sides are FRANKLIN ‘and 
JOHN ADAMS, and between these two are 
printed the Nine Demands of the American Secu- 
lar Union in conspicuous type. At the foot arc 


Ingersolls Works. 


The Gods. | Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 

ve lecture ising, “The Gods,” 

“ Humboldt," Ahomas Paine,” " Individual- 
ity," and " Heretics and Heresies.” 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Gontenta: “The Ghosts," * Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” * The Declaration of In- 
dependence,” “About Farming in IHinois,” 
“The Grant Banquet," “The Rev. Alexander 

l: Rises before Me Like a 


` Bend me your watches to be repaired. Inclose 
$1 for cleaning; springs, $1; jewels, $1, and 1 will 
return in perfect order prepaid. Best. spectacles 


: ; . . : d f hi key for unlocking many of | Or eyeglasses in the world, $1, prepaid in case. 
What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- LAFAYETTE, GIRARD. wn aaah an sacred mysteries. DEM COML Einne the Bend line finest print yon can read 14 inches from 
er, making eight likeuesses in all. Iuscribed be history of sixteen oriental crucified gods. $1.50. | eves without glasses. WETTSLEIN, 


n : _ Rochelle, Ill. 
Agents wanted to sell my beautiful Freethought 
badge-pins and charms, and to send watch work 
inlots. Liberal discounta. 


P 25 cents., cr 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10cents, $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 
Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the eau o. the. San Ane t cents; = 
ents per dozen: | $1; pies, $3. 
Millions of these should be circulated. ndi 
Vindieation of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. : 
Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 
Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents. 
Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 
Bound in one volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on “ Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in halt 
calf, library style, and containing over 1300 
ow 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


¥.8 BELL'S PAMPHLETS. 


[he Conflict between Christianity 
and Civilization. 
PRICE, - - - - - -  150ENTS. 


It is a stunner; concise, scholarly, and good.— 
E. Billings. - 


neath each portrait is some radical sentiment 
quoted from the author pictured overit. In th 
space between the portraits and around them ar: 

arabesques uf vines and flowers in profusion, and 
the panel inclosing the Nine Demands is sur 

mounted on each corner by Mr. Eckhard's desig 
of the flag above the cross. The whole makes ai 

exceedingly handsome work for framing. Thi 

artistic part is equal to the best, and the portrait: 
are as true to nature as the photographs fron. 
which they were transferred. The design will b. 

aent postpaid by mail for $1 by 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


&CONOMIC EQUITIES. 
A comPEND or THE NaTURAL Laws or In- 
DUSTRIAL PRODUCTION AND 
EXCHANGE. 


By J. K. Inaarrs, author of ** Social Wealth.” 
Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL’S 


Ingersoll’s Tributes. 
REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we oan 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi- 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: 

The Vision of War, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller’s Grave, 

The price of these heretofore has been bots, We 
offer them at FIFTEEN OENTS EACH; THE 
THREE FOR FORTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

28 Lafayette Pl. New York, 


. New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
PRICE, 15 CENTS. 

Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. : 

lam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Man.—T. B. Wakeman. 

A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. It is avery 
able paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 

e. 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTR. 


The number of heads under which iu hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which each point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 

take great pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition ” to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self-zovernment.— 
J.J. McCabe. 


pages, which is sold at the exceedingly 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 

Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll * The Vision 
of War," the “Grant Sangnet Toast" and 
the recent address over * itte Harry Mil. 
ler’s Grave," that they hav been printed on 
heavy toned paper, 18x22, illuminated border, 
and in large, clear type, suitable for framing, 
and the three wil be forwarded to any address, 
for 50 cts, or either one for 15 cta. 


Prose Poems and Selections. ^ This 


For gala at this office, 


new book isa gem. Itis a model in every re- Great Cen [RM Orallon : Charles Watts’s Works. Price, Oloth, $1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, Charles Watts’s Works. The Trade Supplied at Special Discow 
bost SE ene w It centains, besides the sel- [ | li f | d d i s r ici at Op nts. 
ebra ‘Decoration Day Oration,” neve 
fore published, and all the famous ^a tributes ” Ü C ala | On 0 n ` f pen ENCE, Saints and Sinners. 10 cents. Addresa, fases Place Nae Prk. 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never E Phot i i r 

hor DOTT ALSO THE The His tory of Fr eeth ou ght. Bound oto-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 


brought together till now, many ot 


selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c, 


immortal Document, | 
And the National Anthem entitled : 


“LAND OF LIBERTY.” 
‘| Price, 6 cts; 5 copies, 25 cts; 25 copies, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


in cloth and lettered. Price, $1.25. CONTENTS : 
Section I. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section It, Whatit 

wes to Mohammedanism. Section ITI, Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors, Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Sec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construo- 


tiv. 22pagesin cover, Price, 10 cts. 


Christian Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh, Con- 
tents : The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies ; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 


Watts are Published, at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible; Freethought and 
Modern Progress; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and Bible, Antagonistic; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all o 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


Was Jesus ‘an Impostor? A debate between a 
Scotch novelist, Agnes Rollo Wilkie, and Arthur 
B. Moss. The best conducted debate of modern 
times, 100 PPa, 25 cts. The Mirror of Free- 


ROMANISM, 


DANGER AHEAD, . 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be à Good Citizen of 
. this Republic. i 


Price in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt baok 

a 

gant library style, $4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
tly fine, $7.50; in full tree 


Life. A Prose Poem. Printed in 
colors on board, beveled gilt edges. 50 cents. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
boudoir, $1; cabinet. 40 cents. . 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 


Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, As a 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by. Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Ohurch and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
„Church and the Republic. 3 
Bible Morais. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Soriptaro Falsehood and 
Deception ; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o 
. Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Cukiudness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy: Intemperance : Poverty 
and Vagrancy: Ignorance aud Idiocy Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities, 
Sabbath-Breaking, This is the best 
and most thorough work ever written on the 
Babbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batio Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
'"Beriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sun pA Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; T'he 
abb ath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Neholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 95 cents; six copies, $1.00. 
Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
^  ligious and Political Liberty, Tells the stor 
of the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lead- 
ing traita of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Choive extracts from ** Common Senge,” 
** American Crisis," “Rightsof Man,” and “Age 
of Reason " are given ; also, tributes to Paine's 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressiy for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted aper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Fai rotestant Intol z 
ington an Unbeliver; J effereon an Unban: 
Paine and Wesley; Ohristian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 ots. 


ELEMENTS 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY 


HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS AND 
FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 


By Prof. M. M., Coitinger, A.M. 


This book is just what the basy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2.000 
years B.C., on up to 1883, allin a nutshell.—Etmina 
Slenker. " . 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place; in the family it would be nc 
less important, as conveving information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Wixon, 

Mr. Cottinger's intentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable; it may 
be commended as fulfilling its purpose of a con- 
cise and interesting historical text-book.—sfilwau- 


kee Sentinel, 
PRICE, CLOTH, $1. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


Men of Business Who Did Something Besides 
Making Money. A Book for Young Americans. 


BY JAMES PARTON, 


Price, - =- =- » - $1.25. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
: 28 Lafayette’Place. Now Yare, 


By A. J. GROVER. 


—— 


Prior, - - - 2 - 40 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COO. 


THE STRUGGLE 


FOR 


Re igious and Political Liberty. 


In which the author shows the repeated attempts 
of men of every age to acquire greater political 
liberty ; also vigorously attacks the very tounda- 
tion of the religion of every age; dwelling at 
length upon tne wrongs of Ireland, and, in detail- 
ing the account of slavery in this country, calls 
the attention of thinking men and women to the 
position of womankind in America. Throughout, 
the work is replete with astounding facts and 
weighty arguments which cannot fail to interest 
the minds of this age. f 

By THEO. C. SPENCER. 


Cloth, 12mo., 138pp., price 75 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER ÇO., 
38 Lafayette Place. New York. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA, 


Published at Hammonton, N. J, Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; Jos. Burgber and 

". L. Browne, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 
prise,the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generally 
to the practical solution of the problem of Integral 
On-operation. Price, $1 a year; 50 cents for six 
months. 25 cents for three months x 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF- 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


-85 Cents Each, 
Address TEE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


| From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT 0. ADAMS. 
Cloth, $1.25. For Sale at this Office 


FREETHOUGHT ROVELS, 


The Heathens of the Heath. A finely 
written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonnell 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day of 
Rest, etc, 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, $1.25. 

All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
Miss Susan H. Wixon. ‘The great charm of 


cts. Two Revelations. 5 cts. Bible Horrors; or, 
Real Biasphemy. 5 cts. Bible Makers. 5 cta. 
Bible Saints—Nos. 1, 2, and 8. Each 5cts.. Moses 
vs. Darwin, 5 cts. Bocrates, Buddha, and Jesus. 

etg. ding Religion. 5cts. 
Fictitious Gods. 5 cts. Natural Man. 5 cts. 
The Old Faith and the New. b5cts. Bruno and 
Spinoza. 5cts. The Bible God and His Favorits. 
5ew. Miracle-Workers. 5cts. Health, Wealth, 
and Happiness. 5cts. The Brain and the Soul. 
5cts. Nature and the Gods. 5cts. Design and 
Natural Selection. 5cts. Man and the Lower 
Animals, 6 cts. 

Address Watts and Co., 17 Johnson's Court, 
E.O.. Lon ton. Eng. 


Bible Temperance 


LIQUOR DRINKING 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 


SUBJECTS :. 


PLAIN ‘HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE, By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in nglish or German 
A new cheap edition at only $1.50. 


SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
: By Dr. E. B, Foote. Five volumes, at$1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 
SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of “Science in Btory.") 60 cents. : 


Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages 


by the Bible. 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. 


SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam- W 
phlets).. By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: * Bacteria BY E. C. ALKER. 
s their Relation to Disease, representing the germ 
eory. vocating personal an ublic hygiene $i i 7g “ Bi 
and opposin vaccination ; «Health in the Sun- ee a ponipanion book to ga Bible 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value : this novel i8 its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- | to sick and well. mail, 10 cents each. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., personages are those one meets with in com- 
thinkers’ Convention, January 29.1884. Price,| HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). ‘The Law 28 Lafayette Place. New Vork. mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
10 cents. : of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages cloth | —————— ————————————————————— and perspicuity I was scarcel Prepared to ex- 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., bound, ] n u Heredity by, Lorin oody,, 158 DID JESUS CHRIST RISE FROM pect. to fra in sach A marl ed degree, even 
ages, clo cents; e Law of Heredity, : : ift i of Miss Wixon, 
ER Marah, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the THE DEAD? whose brilliant and lucid atyle is familiar to 


 RUPTURES CURED 


myMedical Compound nnd Improved 

lastic Supporter Truss in from 30 to 

90 days, iable references given nd 
stamp for circular, and say in what Paper 
you saw my advertisement. Address Gat, 


aW. 4. Collings, guithrile Jefa Ga, M.Y 


4 


most readers in the Freethought ranks.” Price, 
$1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 


Radical story, From the London edition, B 
Winwood Beade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 
ents, 1 


Ea aee enie l gripe etre Raper | The Hoidences for the Resurrection Tried 
B Re. | and Found Wanting. 


eration,” by Dr. E. B. Feote, Jr., 10 cents; * 
roris of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during By Saladin. 


1882,” 10 cents; “Third Annual Convention of the |. 
1883," 10 RICE, - - -.. 25 CENTS. 
ese ae HUTH Mükkmp. | — 77107" Aaaress THE TRUTH BEERER. 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


Mets : OALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles.. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
"n CANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. : 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
COLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
e ' IDAHO. ` 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 


E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. . 
" INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T.. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
>.. > KANBAB. ; 
Chris. Brown, Bur! on. 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). - E 


A - MASSACHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton, 
: MIOHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Chas. Sach, 188 S. Division St., Grand Rapids. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI 
Phillip Roeder, 822 Olive st., Bt. Louis. 
- E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., Bt. Louis. 
Lang & Co., 709 Olive st., St. Louis. 
NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st. , 
É NEW YORK. 
Drentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
H. Adler, cor. Essex & Grand sts., New York. 


Omaha. 


OHIO. 
N. Hexter, 808 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvaltis.. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila, 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
'W. F. Schade, 8,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
: TENNESSEE. 
Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
TEXAS. i 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 


: UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
-W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
-John A. Jost, Ogden. 

Henry Booth, Stockton. 


ENGLAND. 
- Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. . 


: Robt. G. Ingersoll’s 


OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 


: jn the suit of the 
Bankers’ and Merchants’ 
graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 


Bo many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that THE TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. i 


Tele- 


TRY-SQUARE;| 


‘The Church of Practical Religion. 


BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 

' church without superstition, and its success, 

Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 

his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 

of human concern, religious, political, and other- 

` wise, The book is written in well-chosen . lau- 

guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 

cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 

hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 

For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


Fathers of Our Republic, 


Paine, Jefterson, Washington, 
Franklin. 


: A LEOTURE delivered before the Tenth Aanual 
j Congress of the American Secular Union, 
in Chickering Hall, New York 
November 18, 1886. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 


Price 15 cents. i 
. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


| 148 THE COD OF ISRAEL 
THE TRUE GOD? 


The Narrativ of the Five Books of Moses, 
i Joshua, and Judges, and the 
New Testament. 


By Israel W. Groh. 


Price 25 cents. Address Í 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO} 


P ate | 
GRAND, UPRIGHT 


Unrivaled in Tone, | 


Vo 

E e Is 
Cor. 27th St. 
Col. Kelso’s Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. 


-hammer Logic unsurpassed.” 
:Bilk cloth, $3. : 


“For Sledge- 
8vo., 833pp.; 


Deity Analyzed and the Devil's. De- 


fense. A thorough analysis of the 
claims for the existence of the Bible deity, and 
au examination in verse of the charges gener- 
ally brought against -his Satanic majesty. 
12m0, 466pp., $1.50. - NN 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
oes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Oloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 


Infidel Death Beds. 
. By G. W. FOOTE, 


25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


HOW TO STRENGTHEN 
THE MEMORY; 
X OR, 
Natural and Scientific Methods of 
Never Forgetting. l 
By M. L. HOLBROOK, M.D. . 
12mo, 160 pp., $1 00 


Address. THE TRUTH SEEKER ÇO., 
. 88 Latayette P1., New York. 


Price, 
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Calendar for 1887, -  - 
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Freethought Abroad, . - 


Putnam, .- - - 


——Á—————— 


NEW YORK: 


PK, PUBLISHED AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFICA 


o 


Factory & WAREROOMBS, _ 


Truth Seeker Annua 


JJ regfhinhens" Almanac, 
1887. 


(E. M. 287) 


-UIT + ILLUSTRATIONS. + 


CONTTEITTS. 


Freethought in the United States, 1886, - 
Liberty. Address by Grover Cleveland, 
The Coming Dawn. By D. Louis Bodge, 


Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the 
States and Territories of the United States, 


The Right to Testify. By F. M. Holland, 
The American Secular Union. By Samuel P. 


The Parson. A Story. By Si Slokum, ' 


AND SQUARE. 


Touch and Workmanship. 


€? 
Qv 


SO ‘Third Pee D oue York. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 
The Sole Factors and Exact Ratios in Its 
Acquirement and Apportionment. 

By J. K. INGALLS. 

Price, Cloth, $1 00. 


‘Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, . 
~28 Lafayette Place, New York. | 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER 
DEATH IMPROBABLE. 
By L. R. SMITH. 
Pamphlet, 82pp., 12mo, - Price, 10 cents. 


Published and for sale by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE NEW GOD. 
BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 


Price 10 cents, 
Address Tae TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous; itis now known to be the work of W. 
Buzz, one of our ablest correspondents, More 
an 30,000 copies hav been sold, 
For sale at this office. 
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Price, 15 cenis. 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 25. 
meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sis., at 2:30 and 7:30 r.m. for lectnres and 
free discussions on religious and social questions 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker.publications always on hand at cheap rate 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Ear 
of Essex and his bride, A.D. , 1590. “Wm, HENRY 
BunR. Price, 25 cents, For sale at this office. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Biblt- 


cal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


“The Author-Hero of the Revolution," 
Price, Single Copies, E sd Six copies for 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from ‘Grea 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more sucl 
flaming arguments . . . wil not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa’ 
ration.” 


Price, 25 cents, 


For either of these works or any of Paine’ 
writings, Address THE RUTH SEEKER. 


VOLTAIRE'S ROMANCES. 


CONTENTS : : 

The White Bull: A Satirical Bomance.— Zadig 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princes; 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Orowns. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas.— 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the White 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study o? Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Ohinese,—Plato's Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India, 


Handsome 12mo, 448 pages, laid paper. With 6? 
engravings. Price, cloth, beveled boards, $1.50; pa- 
per oe $1. Half calf or half morocco, marbled 
ges, $4.00, 
wr" Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


THE DAWNING, 


A NOVEL. : 
* Oh, heaven! Apollo is once more among the 
herdsmen of Admetus, and the herdsmen {now 


not it is the Sun-god !" 


An octavo volume of nearly 400 pages, bound 
cloth, Price, $1.50. f 


Address THE TRUTH BEEZEB Oo. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 


From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION. 
- Price, 50 cents. s 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


WORES OF O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Christianity a Reward for Crime. 


Authenticated by the Bible. 
Paper, 12mo, 29 pages, . . z 


10c. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 
Paper, 12mo, 47 pages, - - - 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 250. 


150 


A Masonic Vindication of Right. 
A Protest Against Persecution. i 
Paper, 12mo, 8 pages, - =- < - . 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


50. 


|The Present and the Future 


Republic of North America. 
BY A CAPITALIST. 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime, It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system, The 
remedy, the author thinks. is in communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it will be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is: vigorously 
and interestingly written. 


Paper,50c; cloth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT ; 


OB, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


BY 
H. J. SEIGNEURET, 
Becularist. 
Price, - = - - 10 cents. 
HISTORY 
OF THE 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 


Bevised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO, 
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diews of the Week. 


Tue Rev. Mr. Millen, of Brooklyn, is found 


guilty of immorality; also Pastor Decker, of : Qn the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
CONTENTS: . | 
I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. By Hon. ! sion on the mistakes of 

. E. Gladstone. 
II. he ‘Interpreters of Genesis amd theInter- 
reters of Nature. 
III. Postscript to Solar Myths. 

Muller. 


the same city. Pastor Gulick, likewise of 
Brooklyn, charged with crooked financiering, 
and the Rev. Brother Azarias, of Washing- 
ton, accused of immoral letter-writing, had ; 
better luck, and are ** vindicated.” 

Tur Chicago Anarch- 
ists will hav a hearing 
before the Supreme Court 
of the United States. 


THE ORDER OF CREATION. 


A Discussion Between 
Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, 
Linton, Reville. 


By Prof, T. H. Huxley. 


HgNRY Geroraz has 
started a one-cent daily 
for campaign purposes. 
It is called the Argue. 

In a quarrel, Oct. 21st, 
at Magnolia, Ark., be- 
tween the Rev. E. M. 
Williams and. Thomas 
Decker, the former was 
fatally stabbed. 

TuE Universalists hav 
just held a convention in 
this city. A motion to 
amend their Confession 
of Faith was laid over 
until the next conven- 
tion. 

Tue Rev. Thomas B. 


By Prof. Max 


IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. 


By Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 


Y. Dawn of Creston An Answer to Mr. Glad- . 
By Prof. T. H. | ~ 


stone. By Albert Reville, 
VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. 


Gems of Thought. 


Everyone's duty is first to provide for himself 


Huxley 
VII. A Protest anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin-!gnd for his own household, but this being per- 


ton - 
„This is a new book and contains the latest discus: : 
Moses. The names of 


Price, paper, 58 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 
98 Lafayette Pl.,New York. 


Miller was last Friday 
convicted in Philadel- 
phia of causing the death 
of Mrs. Sarah E. Robin- 
son by criminal malprac- 
tice on June 26th last, 
and was sentenced to 


hu I 


Muna I A 


le T 


seven years’ imprison- 
ment in the Eastern pen- 
itentiary. 

Tax case against the 
managers of the Anti- 
poverty Society’s fair, 
charged with conducting . 
a lottery, has been dis- 
missed. There are too 
many managers of church 
fairs tarred with the same stick. The deci- 
sion, however, does not reimburse the fair 
for the loss of money caused by stopping the 
sale of chances. 


UR 


Tax Progressiv Labor party has put John 
Swinton is nomination for senator from the 
seventh senatorial district. ' 


Tue Long Island Baptist Association has 
decided that it cannot accept certain moneys 
offered it by the city of Brooklyn, because the 
money comes from the licensing of liquor 
saloons. The association has set a good 
example of the kind it did not contemplate. 
Religious institutions hav no right to public 
money, whether drawn from licenses or any 
other source. 


Tue printers’ strike is in an unsettled con- 
. dition. The union demands that employers 
shall discharge all men not belonging to the 
Typographical Union, together with all who 
hav worked since the strike in offices where 
the scale is not enforced. Employers an- 
nounce their willingness to pay the advanced 
price, but decline to allow the union to say 
whom they shall employ. 


. Tue Rev. Father Kirney, a Roman Catholic 
priest, secured a permit to erect a two-story 
building for a parochial school in the upper 
part of this city. He superintended the work 
himself, and, in violation of the law, ran the 
structure up three stories. The work was so 
flimsily done. that one day last week, before 
the building was completed, it fell on the 
priest and killed him, together with a half 
dozen workmen. i 

TEE Association for the Advancement of 
Women began its fifteenth congress in the 
Masonic Temple, New York, on Wednesday. 
The object o£ the congress is to consider the 
best methods for securing to women a higher 
intellectual, moral,:and physical condition, 
and for the improvement of the domestic 
relations. The first congress was held in the 
Union League Theater in 1873. Mrs. Julia 
Ward Howe is the president. 


Suir was entered by the United States in 
the United States Circuit court last Friday 
against the trustees of Holy. Trinity church 
for violating the Contract Labor law by im- 
porting the Rev. E. Walpole Warren under a 
labor contract to preach the gospel. The 
penalty fixed by law is a fine of $1,000. The 
steamship company which knowingly trans- 
ports persons under contract is also liable. 
The defendants hav twenty days in which to 
file their answer. 


‘A rr 


RE 


JOSEPH CAST INTO THE PIT. 


Odds and Gnds. 


A WIFE famin prevails in the far Northwest. 
What that country needs is cheap railway com- 
munication with Massachusetts, 


Minister: "And do you like to go to church 
with your papa and mamma, Bobby?" Bobby 
(inclined to be non-commital) : Well, I guess I 
like it as well as pa does.” 


Līrs, however rosy, must be fed ; 
Songs, however airy, must be hushed; 
Books, however sinful, must be read ; 
Hair, however auburn, must be brushed. 


SuNDAY.scHooL teacher (speaking of the con- 
science); * After you hav done something which 
you ought not to do, whatis it, Bobby, that makes 
you feel so uncomfortable and unhappy?” Bobby : 
“a Pa. » " 


t GEORGE,” she said, and her manner betrayed. 
anxiety, * what has come over papa of late? He 
treats you coldly and evidently tries to avoid you.” 
** He borrowed $10 of me a couple of weeks ago,” 
explained George. 

THERE was nothing new in “The Old, Old 
Story ” for a little girl who had been unfortunate 
in her demands for astory. ‘Well, my little one, 
what shall it be about?" asked the tormented. 
t Oh, tell me "bout anythin!"cept Jesus, Gran’- 
ma’s told me all there is *bout him,” replied Tot. 


Tue king of Spain is seventeen months old and 
only gets $1,000000 a year. But if he sticks to 
business and gets around to the throne early in 
the morning, and only takes twenty minutes for 
lunch, and doesn’t knock off before dark, there is 
no reason why he shouldn't hav his salary raised. 


Å GRATEFUL animal. Some years ago s fellow 
in Grand Forks, Dakota, who was running for 
sheriff went out hunting. He came across a bear 
who couldn't move on account of a thorn in his 
foot, and taking compassion on the animal he 
pulled the thorn out. To show his gratitute, 
darned if the sagacious animal didn’t go and eat 
up the other two men that were running opposi- 
tion to his benefactor for sheriff, leaving that gen- 
tleman a clear field. 


- WE heard the other day of a young minister 
who was “taken down” very handsomely by a 
bright little girl. He had been called upon quite 
unexpectedly to address a Sunday-school, and to 
giv himself time to collect his thought he asked & 
question. ‘*Children,” said he, ‘what shall I 
speak about?” A little girl on the front seat who 
had herself committed to memory several decla- 
mations, held up her hand, and in a shrill voice 
asked, ** What do you know?” 


FEMALE suffrage agent: “I called to see if I 
could not induce you to join our suffrage associa- 
tion, Mrs. Politician.” Mrs. Politician : * Indeed 
I will. I was opposed to the whole business until 
I happened to attend a mass meeting last evening, 
and now I want a vote just as quick as the law will 
let me.” “Yes, I saw you there with your hus- 
band. He seems to be very popular. But nothing 
was said at that meeting about woman suffrage. 
What changed you so suddenly?" “It just oc- 
curred to me that if I had a vote my husband 
would be polite to me during every campaign.” 


And they took him, and cast him into a pit: and the pit was empty, there was no water in it.—Gen. xxxvii, 24. 


Rev. Moszs Buacx concluded his able sermon 
Sunday night as to wit: ‘No, bredren; yer kaint 
sarve God and mammon bofe. Dat's as suah as 
twice two ani fouh. Doan make yese’fs slaves ter 
money in dis hier free country. Ef yer expeo ter 
gain eternal salwation and sleep in the ams ob de 
Lawd doan wo’ship mammon, fur mammon am 
money, an! de wust kind ob money. Gib yer lub 
to de Lawd an’ yer mammon to his sarvant, which 
stan’s afore yer widout a cent in his pocket fur ter 
keep his body and soul togedder. Brudder John- 
sing will now pass de conterbution hat, an’ doan 
yer furgit de woice of de Lawd.” 


“ Winx you be mine?” said the ardent youth ; 
* No, no," the maiden said, 
As she looked at him with a mocking smile, 
And pertly tossed her head, 


He slipped on her finger a sparkling ring, 
And drew her to his side : 
“ Two noes mean yes, you saucy minx,” 
Exultingly he cried. 


He held her fast ; he watched her frown—_ 
Then pout—then blush and stammer ; 
The dear girl couldn't stand a siege 
Of love and English grammar. 


NOT PREPARED FOR THAT KIND OF PENANOE. 

He was a very old clergyman, and as there was 
an intermission of some time between the peni- 
tents going to confession he had fallen into a doze, 
when a very small boy entered the confessional. 
A few minutes later three old women took their 


places in front of the confessional, awaiting their’ 


turn to enter. The boy evidently was under the 
impression that he was in duty bound to tell, 
among other things, the slightest move he made 
while at play. When he had unburdened himself 
he suddenly said : 

* Father, I played leap-frog, and stood on my 
head.” 

“ What's that, my chilà 2? inquired the old gen- 
tleman. 

“I can’t show you in here," innocently answered 
the boy. 

“Well, go outside the confessional and show 
me,” said the dozing confessor. 

Taking the father at his word, the boy went out 
and, putting his hands upon the shoulders of the 
first old woman, jumped over her head, and then 
went to the second and third and did the same 
act. He then threw his feet up iu the air, and on 
his hands and head passed in front of the confes- 
sional several times. 

When the three old women had recovered from 
their intense surprise at such actions in a church, 
one of them, with horror depicted upon her coun- 
tenance, thinking it was a penance that had been 
given the boy, said to the other two: 

* Glory be to God ! what'll I do if the priest givs 
me such a penance as that ?" 
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the 
participants are a guarantee of its able character. 


formed faithfully a love for humanity i is the next 
highest and holiest sentiment he can feel. Hu. 
manity is our highest object of reverence.—D, M, 
Bennett, 


We fancy, in our dark days, that no other heart 

ever felt what we feel. There was a man who 
directed that when he wag 
buried his grave-stone 
should bear no record of 
his name or history, but 
just the single word, “ Mis. 
errimus" —** most wretch- 
ed," and he sleeps under the 
pavement of one of the 

' great ‘cathedrals of Eng. 

`~ land, with that one word to 
mark the place. You see 
there, my friends, thé nat- 
ural feeling whieh you 
yourselvs hav known, but, 
you may be sure it is wrong. 
It is not now, after the trib- 
ulation of ages, that any 
human soul can reach that 
sad pre-eminence.—Counser 
ang Comfort by the Country 
Parson, 


Tur trustees of a college 
do not ask their professor 
of chemistry to sign a 
creed, not even the smallest. 
What they do is to assure 
themselvs by inquiry and 
conference with him ‘that 
he knows his subject, and 
is the right sort of a man 
for a teacher, and then they 
engage him, leaving him, 
as they would say, entire 

. liberty in his leoctureship. 
And yet if he were suddenly 
to announce that he had 
come to believe in the non- 
existence of matter and the 
delusivness of phenomena, 
and that hencefarth he 
should only use the labora- 
tory a8 a gymnasium, or a 
smoking-room, certainly 
the trustees would say that 

` they must look out for an- 
other man, and nobody 
would cry out that they 
: were not allowing him that 
free lectureship on chem- 
istry which they promised 
him.—8Brooke Herford. 


THERE Were one or two sayings uttered by the 
prince which much impressed Ivan at the time, 
and which long afterward lingered in his mem- 
ory. “The greatest man of this age, my young 
friend, would be the man who should know every- 
thing, and yet hold his tongue,” Another of the 
prince’s sayings was, " Above all things, do not be 
anxious to shine; if shine you must, let it be in 
broad daylight, not when all around you is dark. 
The glow-worm has the shortest life of all insects.” 
—Ivan de Biron, by the author of Friends in Council, 


To each his sufferings: all are men, 
Condemned alike to groan; 
The.tender for another’s pain, 
The unfeeling for his own, 
Yet, ah ! why should they know their fate, 
Since sorrow never comes too late, 
And happiness too swiftly flies ? 
Thought would destroy their paradise. 
No more; where ignorance is bliss, 
"Tis folly to be wise. —Gray!'s Eton College, 
THERE was nothing easy-going or complacent 
in Channing's doctrin of the dignity of human 
nature. It did not mean the actual dignity of 
human character. . . . When he spoke of the 
dignity of human nature, it was its possibilities, 
not its actual results, he had in mind. And how 
he loved to speak of it! How he rejoiced in all the 
powers and manifestations of man's intellectual 
life; in the capacity for affection latent in every 
soul! In what awe he stood before the inspira- 
tions of conscience! This search for truth, the 
law of right within us, this hunger of the soul for 
God—how he bowed down and worshiped when he 
thought of all these things! But his worship 
never ended in complacency. The more he 
thought of what a man might be, “how noble in 
reason, how infinit in faculties, in action how like 
an angel, in apprehension how like a god "—the 
more he thought of this, the more terrible it 
seemed to him to fall short of this beatitude ; the 
more dark seemed every stain on such a spirit; 
the more ignoble for it to rest in error; the more 
monstrous any crime against its liberty.—J. W. 
Chadwick. 


MarERIALISTS [by which term Mr. Underwood 
here means the sort of persons who go by many 
other names, such as Secularists, Scientists, Ag- 
nostics, and generally Infidels, that is, unboliev- 
ers in any alleged revelation.—Aylaz.) believe that 
true worship, if the term may be used, consists in 
living an honest life, and trying to-make ourselvs 
and our fellow-beings better and happier. We 
confess we do not profess to love a being we know 
nothing about, but among our own species we can 
find objects worthy of our deepest affections, We 
do not speak the praise of a being of whom we 
hav no proof, but we render homage to genius 
and worth in humanity. We never thank an un- 
known something or somebody for our misfort- 
unes, but we hold toa philosophical resignation 
to the harshest decrees of nature, if they cannot 
be averted or avoided. For religion, we substi- 
tute morality; for prayer, self-reliance; for love 
of God, love of man a tender regard for every- 
thing that feels, in common with us, the con- 
sciousness of existence.—Underwood’s Material- 
ism and Christianity, 


ReEason must be our last guide and judge in 
everything.—Locke. 
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lotes and Clippings. 


Minister: “And do you like to go to 
church with your papa and mamma, Bobby ?" 
Bobby (inclined to be non-comimittal) : 
“Well, I guess I like it as well as pa does. 

. * MAMMA," said a little girl, on her way 
home from a fashionable church, ‘‘ are people 


who sit in the middle aisle wickeder than those 


at one side?" ‘‘Certainly not, dear. Why?" 
tt Because the minister only preached to 
them." 


Important news from several English 
papers: ‘Inthe United States the telephone 
is already being superseded. A writing tele- 
graph is already working on a commercial 
scale and with marked success. The writer 
uses a stylus or pen, with which he writes in 
ordinary fashion, but only on the empty air. 
Before his face is a second pen, which repro- 
duces his words on the tape in front of it. At 
the other: end the receiving pen reproduces 
the message in fac-simile." 

"Iris said that once when the missionaries 
ruled in the Sandwich islands one of them 
preached a sermon adjuring his congregation 
that they were in danger of eternal damnation 
because they persisted in the disrespect of 
coming to church without any hats on their 
heads. Besides this, he went on and told 
them just the style of hat that they ought to 
wear to insure their salvation. Next morning 
his flock, going to buy hats after his corn- 
marids, found that they could be procured at 
only one place, which was.the store in which 
the missionary was a partner. The firm had 
got a big consignment of hats the week be- 
fore the sermon was preached.  . "m 


A sMALL monument has been set up at 
Bennington Center, Vt., by the Bennington 
Historical Society, to mark the situation of 
the printing-office of William Lloyd Garrison, 
where he edited his Journal of the Times, be- 
tween 1828 and 1829. 


Tuz Jewish Progress notices with evident 
relish the slap administered by Emma Abbott 


.to ‘a loud-mouthed clergyman” the other 


day while he descanted in his church on the 
alleged immoralities of actors and actresses. 
There are women on the stage to-day, says our 
contemporary, who are good, true, and pure, 
and not deserving of the odious stigma that 
ministers would cast upon them. ‘‘ People 
who liv in glass houses should not throw 
Stones," is an old saying, and it is especially 
applicable to the clergy. Whoever doubts 
this had better procure a copy of the ** Crimes 
of Preachers,” a small work published by 
Colonel Bilings, a prominent lawyer of Iowa. 
In it are recorded the cases, within a few 
years, of some one thousand clergymen— 
taken only from court records—charged 
mostly with criminal offenses against women, 
many of the charges being of an infamously 
criminal character. Miss Abbott should by 
all means procure the brochure given to the 
public by Colonel Billings. It is for sale by 


|the Truth Seeker Co., 28 Lafayette Place, 


New York city.— Jewish Times. 


Ir is claimed that Socialism is being prac- 
tically experimented with in New South 
Wales, Australia. There is no state church, 
and no hereditary aristocracy; suffrage is 
free, and there is no property qualification 
for members of parliament. ‘‘ Eight hours," 


said Lord Carrington, the governor, in a re- 
cent speech, “are considered long enough 


working hours; public houses are shut on 
Sundays and museums are opened; the sale 
and transfer of land is made very easy by 
statutory enactment; men unable to find em- 
ployment are provided with work by the 
government, and education is practically free. 
‘In fact, if we leave out the demand for a free 
daily meal for each child attending school, 
and à proposal that steps be taken to organize 
labor under skilled direction on uncultivated 
lands, we finda state of things exactly simi- 
larto that suggested in à memoria! presented 
last year to Lord. Salisbury by the English 
Social Democratic Federation, who in Europe 
would be considered generally as dangerous 
and half crazy visionaries. The result is an 
almost perfect system of government.” 


Tue mounting for the thirty-six-inch tele- 
scope, which was designed and built by 
Warner and Swazey, of Cleveland, O., is fin- 
ished, and will at once be shipped to its des- 
tination on Mt. Hamilton, Cal., where it will 
be placed in the Lick Observatory. The col- 
umn is of cast-iron; 10 by 17 feet at the base, 
and 4 by 8 feet. at the top; and weighs 18 
tons. On this column rests the head, weigh- 
ing 4 tons, in which the steel polar axis, 10 
feet long and 12 inches in diameter, supports 
the declination axis, also of steel and 10 feet 
long, 10 inches in diameter, and weighing 
2,800 pounds. The steel tube is 56 feet 
6 inches long, is 4 feet in diameter at the 
center, tapering to 88 inches at each end, and 
weighs over four tons. Tle driving clock 
and balcony for the assistant astronomer is 

reached by a spiral staircase at the south side 
of the column. 'The center of motion is 
87 feet abovethe base, and when the telescope 
is pointed to the zenith, the object glass, 


which is 86 inches in diameter, is 65 feet. from 
the base. The total weight of the telescope 
is 35 tons. It is the largest in the world. ` ; 


Tur Nonconformist and Independent - of 
September 29th analyzes the statistics of 
religious accommodation in the metropolis, 
which the committee of the London Congre- 
gational Union hav, for their own purposes, 
recently completed. They comprise, ‘first, 
the sittings of all the places of worship in.the 
ring of metropolitan parishes beyond ‘the 
registrar-general’s  districts—viz., Epsom, 
Croydon, Kington, Richmond, Bromley, 
Dartford, Staines, Uxbridge, Brentford, Hen- 
don, Barnet, Edmonton, Watford, West Ham, 
Epping, and Romford, with an aggregate 
population of 1,198,874. For these there is 
provision in churches, chapels, and* mission- - 
rooms for 446,810 persons, being in the pró- 
portion of 87.2 per cent to the population. 
Of these sittings, the Established Church 
finds 51.7 per cent; Congregationalists, 18.2 
per cent; Baptists, 9.3 per cent; Wesleyans, 
9.4 per cent; other Methodists, 3.9 per cent. 
In 1884 the London Congregational Union 
published statistics of a similar kind relativ 
to Inner London. Combining these with the 
returns for Outer London, the following 
results come out: Aggregate population at 
midsummer, 1887, 5,415,066; sittings, 1,908,- 
509; being in the proportion of 35 per cent to 
the population. Of these the Church of Eng- 
land supplies 49.5 per cent, and the Free 
Churches 50.5 per cent, a difference of rather 
more than 1 per cent in favor of the latter. 
No estimate is given of attendance; but it is 
believed that, on the average, not more than 
one-half the accommodation is used for pub- 


lic worship. 
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And when you reward. men with an eternity of joy 
.| for simply believing that which happens to be in 
accord with their minds, do you not make that a 
virtue which is not a virtue? In other words, do 
you not bring your own religion exactly within your 
own definition of superstition? 

The truth is, that no one can justly be held 
responsible for his thoughts. The brain thinks 
without asking our consent. We believe, or we dis- 
believe, without an effort of the will  Belief is & 
result. It is the effect of evidence upon the mind. 
The scales turn in spite of him who watches. There 
is no opportunity of being honest or dishonest in the 
formation of an opinion. The conclusion is entirely 
independent of desire. We must believe, or we 
must doubt, in spite of what we wish. i 

That which must be, has the right to be. 

We think in spite of ourselvs. The brain thinks 
as the heart beats, as the eyes see, as the blood pur-' 
sues its course, in the old accustomed ways. 

The question then. is, not hav we the right to 
think—that being a necessity—but hav we the right 


Selected. | 


IngersolPs Reply to Rev. Henry M. Field, D.D. 
| From an Article in the North American Review. 

- Mx Drar Mr, Fern: I answer your letter be- 
Cause it is manly, candid, and generous. It is not 
often that a minister of the gospel of universal be- 
nevoldhce speaks of an unbeliever except in terms of 
reproach, contempt, and hatred. The meek are often 
malicious. The statement in your letter, that some 
of your brethren look upon me as & monster on ac- 
count of my unbelief, tends to show that those who 
love God are not always the friends of their fellow- 
men. . 

Is it not strange that people who admit that they 
ought to be eternally damned, that they are by nature 
totally depraved, and that there is no soundness or 
health in them, can be so arrogantly egotistic as to 
look upon others as “monsters?” And yet “some 
of your brethren,” who regard unbelievers as infa- 
mous, rely for salvation entirely on the goodness of 


another, and expect to receive as alms an eternity of 


Joy 


the innocence of honest error—as to the right to ex- 
press an honest thought. i 
You must know that perfectly honest men differ 
on many important subjects. Some believe in free 
trade, others are the advocates of protection. ‘There 
‘are honest Democrats and sincere Republicans. 
: How do you account for these differences? Edu- 
cated men, presidents of colleges, cannot agree upon 
: questions capable of solution—questions that the 
mind can grasp, concerning which the evidence is 
open to all and where the facts can be with accuracy 
ascertained. How do you explain this? If such dif- 
ferences can exist consistently with the good faith of 
those who differ, can you not conceive of honest 
people entertaining different views on subjects about 
which nothing can be positivly known? 

You do not regard me as a monster. 
your brethren” do. How do you account for this 
difference? Of course, your brethren—their hearts 
having been softened by the Presbyterian God—are 
governed by charity and love. They do not regard 
me as & monster because I hav committed an infa- 
mous crime, but simply for the reason that I hav 
expressed my honest thoughts. 

What should I hav done? I hav read the Bible 
with great care, and the conclusion has forced ‘itself 
upon my mind not only that it is not inspired, but 
that it is not true. Was it my duty to speak or act 
contrary to this conclusion? Was it my duty to re- 
main silent? If I had been untrue to myself, if I 
had joined the majority—if I had declared the book 
to be the inspired word of God—would your breth- 
ren still hav regarded me asa monster? Has relig- 
ion had control of the world so long that an honest 
man seems monstrous ? 

You draw a distinction between what you are 
pleased to cali “superstition” and religion. You ate 
shocked at the Hindoo mother when she givs her 
child to death at the supposed command of her God. 
What do you think of Abraham, of Jephthah? What 
is your opinion of Jehovah himself? Is nof the sac- 
rifice of a child to a phantom as horrible in Palestine 
as in India? Why should a God demand a sacrifice 
from man? Why should the infinit ask anything 
from the finite? Should the sun beg of the glow- 

,worm, and should the momentary spark excite the 
envy of the source of light? 

.. You must remember that the Hindoo mother be- 
lieves that her child will be forever blessed—that it 
will become the especial care of the God to whom it 
has been given. This is a sacrifice through a false 
belief on the part of the mother. She breaks her 
heart for the love of her babe. But what do you 
think of the Christian mother who expects to be 
happy in heaven, with her child a convict in the eter- 
nal prison—a prison in which none die, and from 
which none escape? What do you say of those 
Christians who believe that they, in heaven, will be 
so filled with ecstasy that all the loved of earth will 
be forgotten—that all the sacred relations of life, 
and all the passions of the heart, will fade and die, 
so that they will look with stony, unreplying, happy 

' eyes upon the miseries of the lost? ' 

You hav leid down arule by which superstition 
can be distinguished from religion. It is this: “It 
makes that a crime which is not a crime, and that a 
virtue which is not a virtue.” Let us test your relig- 
ion by this rule. 

Is it a crime to investigate, to think, to reason, to 
observe? Is it & crime to be governed by that which 
io you is evidence, and is it infamous to express 
your honest thought? There is also another ques- 
tion: Is credulity a virtue? Is the open mouth of 
ignorant wonder the only entrance to paradise ? 

According to your creed, those who believe are to 
be saved, and those who do not believe are to be 
eternally lost. When you condemn men to everlast- 
ing pain for unbelief—that is to say, for acting in 
accordance with that which is evidence to them—do 
: you not make that a crime which is not a crime? 


* Some of 


The first question that arises;between us is às to 


to express our honest thoughts? You certainly hav 
the right to express yours, and you hav exercised 
that right. Some of your brethren, who regard me 
as a monster, hav expressed theirs. The question 
now is, hav I the right to express mine? In other 
words, hav I the right to answer your letter? To 
make that a crime in me which. is a-virtue in you, 
certainly comes within your definition of super- 
stition. To exercise a right yourself which you 
deny to me is simply the act of a tyrant. Where 
did you get your right to express your honest 
thoughts? When, and where, and how did I lose 
mine ? : 

You would not burn, you would not even imprison 
me, because I differ with you on a subject about 
which neither of-us knows anything. To you the 
savagery of the Inquisition is only a proof of the 
depravity of man. You are far better than your 
creed. You believe that even the Christian world is 
outgrowing the frightful feeling that fagot, and dun- 
geon, and thumb-screw are legitimate arguments, 
calculated to convince those upon whom they are 
used that the religion of those who use them was 
founded by a God of infinit compassion.. "You will 
admit that he who now persecutes for opinion’s sake 
is infamous. And yet, the God you worship will, 
according to your creed, torture through all the end- 
less years the man who entertains an honest doubt. 
A belief in such a God is the foundation and cause 
of all. religious persecution. You may reply that 
only the belief in 2 false God causes believers to be 
inhuman. 
lieved in the true God, and you are forced to say 
that they were so malicious, so cruel, so savage, that 
they crucified the only sinless being who ever lived. 
This crime was committed, not in spite of their 
religion, but in accordance with it. They simply 
obeyed the command of Jehovah. And the followers 
of this sinless being, who, for all these centuries, hav 
denounced -the cruelty of the Jews for crucifying a 
man on account of his opinion, hav destroyed mill- 
ions and millions of their fellow-men for differing 
with them. And this same sinless being threatens 
to torture in eternal fire countless myriads for the 
same offense. Beyond this, inconsistency cannot go. 
At this point absurdity becomes infinit. 

Your creed transfers the Inquisition to another 
world, making it eternal. Your God becomes, or 
rather is, an infinit Torquemada, who denies to his 
countless victims even the mercy of death. And this 
you call “a consolation.” i 

You insist that at the foundation of every religion 
is the idea of God. According to your creed, all 
ideas of God, except those’ entertained by those 
of your faith, are absolntely false. You are not 
called upon to defend the gods of the nations dead, 
nor the. gods of heretics. I5 is your business to 
defend the God of the Bible—the God of the Pres- 
byterian church. When in the ranks doing battle 
for your creed, you must wear the uniform of your 
church. You dare not say’ that it is sufficient to 
insure the salvation of a soul to believe in « god, or 
in some god. ‘According to your creed, man must 
believe in your God. All the nations dead believed 
in gods, and all the worshipers of Zeus, and Jupiter, 
and Isis, and Osiris, and Brahma prayed and sacri- 
ficed in vain. Their petitions were not answered, 
and their souls were not saved. Surely you do not 
claim that it is sufficient to believe in any one of the 
heathen gods. MI 

What right hav you to oecupy the position of the 
Deists; and to put forth arguments that even Chris- 
tians hav answered? The Deist denounced the God 
of the Bible because of his cruelty, and at the same 
time lauded the God of Nature. The Christian 
replied that the God of Nature was as cruel as the 
God of the Bible. This answer was complete. 

Man has filled the world with impossible monsters, 
and he has been the sport and prey of these phan- 
toms born of ignorance, and hope, and fear. To ap- 
pease the wrath of these monsters man has sacrificed 
his fellow-man. He has shed the blood of wife and 
child; he has fasted and prayed; he has suffered 
beyond the power of language to express, and yet 


But you must: admit that the Jews be- 


he has received nothing from these gods—they 
chav. heard no supplication, they hav answered no 
| prayer. f l AA 

You may reply that your God “sends his rain on 
the just and on the unjust,” and that-this fact proves 
that he is merciful to all alike. I answer, that your 
God sends his pestilence on the just and on the unjust 
—that his earthquakes devour and his cyclones rend 
and wreck the loving and the vicious, the honest and 
the criminal. Do not these facts prove that your 
God is cruel to all alike? In other words, do they 
not demonstrate the absolute impartiality of the 
divine negligence ? f a 
< Do you not believe that any honest man of average 
intelligence, having absolute control of the rain, could 
do vastly. better than is being done? . Certainly, 
there would bé no drouths or floods; the crops 
would not be permitted to wither and die, while rain 
was being wasted in the sea. Is it conceivable that 
a good man with power to control the winds would 
not prevent cyclones? Would you not rather trust a 
wise and honest man with the lightning ? 

Why should an infinitly wise and powerful God 
destroy the good and preserve the vile?. Why 
should he treat all alike here, and in another world 
make an infinit difference? Why should your God 
allow his worshipers, his adorers, to be destroyed by 
his enemies? Why should he allow the honest, the . 
loving, the noble, to perish at the stake? Can you 
answer. these questions? Does it not seem to you 
that your God must hav felt a touch of shame when 
the poor slave mother—one that had been robbed of 
her babe—knelt, and with clasped hands, in a voice 
broken with sobs, commenced her prayer with the 
words, “Our father ?” ; l 

It gave me pleasure to find that, notwithstanding 
your creed, you are philosophical’ enough to say that 
some men are incapacitated, by reason of tempera- 
ment, for believing in the existence of God. Now, if 
a belief in God is necessary to the salvation of the 
soul, why should God create a soul without this 
capacity? Why should he create souls that he knew 
would be lost? You seem to think that it is neces- 
sary to be poetical, or dreamy, in order to be relig- 
ious, and by inference, at least, you deny certain 
qualities to me that you deem necessary. Do you 
account for the Atheism of Shelley by saying that he 
was not poetic, and do you quote his lines to prove ` 
the existence of the very God whose being he so pas- 
sionately denied? Is it possible that Napoleon—one 
of the most infamous of men—had a nature so finely 
strung that he was sensitiv to the divine influences? 
Are you driven to the necessity of proving the exist- 

rence of one'tyrant by the words of another? Per- 

sonally, I hav but little confidence in a religion that 
satisfied the heart of a man who, to gratify his am- 
bition, filled half the world with widows and orphans. 
In regard to Agassiz, it is just to say that he fur- 
nished a vast amount of testimony in favor of the truth 
of the theories of Charles Darwin, and then denied 
the correctness of these theories—preferring the good 
opinion of Harvard for a few days to the lasting ap- 
plause of the intellectual world. 

I agree with you that the world is a mystery, not . 
only, but that everything in nature is equally mys- 
terious, and that there is no way of escape from the 
mystery of life and death. To me, the crystallization 
of the snow is as mysterious. as the constellations. 
But when you endeavor to explain the mystery of the 
universe by the mystery of God, you do not even ex- 
change mysteries—you simply make one more. 

Nothing can be mysterious enough to become an 
explanation. 

The mystery of man cannot be explained by the 
mystery of God. That mystery still asks for expla- 
nation. The mind is so that it cannot grasp the idea 
of an infinit personality. That is beyond the circum- 
ference. This being so, it is impossible that man 
can be convinced by any evidence of the existence of 
that which he cannot in any measure’ comprehend. 
Such evidence would be equally incomprehensible 
with the incomprehensible fact sought to be estab- 
lished by it, and the intellect of man can grasp 
neither the one nor the other. 

You admit that the god of nature—that is to say, 
your god—is as inflexible as nature itself. Why 
should man worship the inflexible? Why should he 
kneel to the unchangeable? You say that your God 
* does not bend to human thought any more than to 
human will,” and that “the more we study him, the 
more we find that he is not what we imagined him to 
be.” So that, after all, the only thing you are really 
certain of in relation to your God ia, that he is not 
what you think he is. Is it not almost absurd to 
insist that such a state of mind is necessary to salva- 
tion, or that it is a moral restraint, or that it is the 
foundation of social order? . 

You insist that man is not capable of self-govern- 
ment, and that God made the mistake of filling a 
world with failures—in other words, that man must 
be governed not by himself, but by your God, and 
that your God produces order, and establishes and. 

preserves all the nations of the earth. This being so, 
your God is responsible for the government of this 
world. Does he preserve order in Russia? Is he 
accountable for Siberia? Did he establish the insti- 


' tution of slavery? Was he the founder of the Inqui- | 


sition? . 
You answer all these questions by calling my 
attention to “the retributions of history.” What 
are the retributions of history? The honest were 
burnt at the stake; the patriotic, the generous, and 
the noble were allowed to diein dungeons; whole 
races were enslaved; millions of mothers were 
robbed of their babes. What were the retributions 
` of history? They who committed these crimes wore 
crowns, and they who justified these infamies were 
adorned with the tiara. wae a 
You are mistaken when you say that Lincoln at 
. Gettysburg said: “Just and true are thy judgments, 
Lord God Almighty.” Something like this oecurs 
in his last inaugural, in which he says—speaking of 
his hope that the war might soon be ended— "If it 
shall continue until every drop of blood drawn by 
the lash shall be paid-by another drawn with the 
- gword, still it must be said, ‘The judgments of the 
Lord are true and righteous altogether.” But ad- 
mitting that you are correct in the assertion, let me 
ask you one question: Could one standing over the 
body of Lincoln, the blood slowly oozing from the 
madman’s wound, hav truthfully said: “Just and true 
are thy judgments, Lord God Almighty?” : 

Do you really believe that this world is governed 
by an infinitly wise and good God? Hav you con- 
vinced even yourself of this? Why should God per- 
mit the triumph of injustice? Why should the 
loving be tortured? "Why should the noblest be 
destroyed? Why should the world be filled with 
misery, with ignorance, and with want? What 
reason ‘hay you for believing that your God’ will do 
better in another world than he has done and is 
doing in this? ‘Will he be wiser? Will he hav more 
power? ‘Will he be more merciful? 

According to the account in the New Testament, 
Christ was dead for a period of nearly three days. 
After his resurrection, why did not some one of his 
disciples ask him where he had been? Why did he 
not tell them what world he had visited? There was 
the opportunity to “bring life and immortality to 


light.” And yet he was silent as the grave that he 


had left—speechless as the stone that angels had 
rolled away. E 

How do you account for this? Was it not infi- 
nitly eruel to leave the world in darkness and in 
doubt, when one word could hav filled all time with 
hope and light? i 

The hope of immortality is the great oak round 
which hav climbed the poisonous vines of supersti- 
tion. The vines hav not supported the oak—the 
oak has supported the vines. As long as men liv 
and love and die, this hope will blossom in the human 
heart, - 

All I hav said upon this subject has been to ex- 
press my hope and confess my lack of knowledge. 
Neither by word nor look hav I expressed any other 
feeling than sympathy with those who hope to liv 
again—for those who bend above their dead and 
dream of life to come. But I hav denounced the self- 
ishness and heartlessness of those who expect for 
themselvs an eternity of joy, and for the rest of 
mankind predict, without a tear, a world of endless 
pain. Nothing can be more contemptible than such 
a hope—a hope that can giv satisfaction only to the 
hyenas of the human race. 

When I say that I do not know—when I deny the 
existence of perdition—you reply that ** there is some- 
thing very cruel in this treatment of the belief of my 
fellow-creatures.” 

You hav had the goodness to invite me to a grave 
over which a mother bends and weeps for her only 
son. I accept your invitation. We will go together. 
Do not, I pray you, deal in splendid generalities. Be 
explicit. Remember that the son for whom the lov- 
ing mother weeps was not a Christian, not a believer 
in the inspiration of the Bible nor in the divinity of 
Jesus Christ. The mother turns to you for consola- 
tion, for some star òf hope in the midnight of her 
grief. What must you say? Do not desert the 
Presbyterian creed. Donot forget the threatenings 
of Jesus. Christ. What must you say? Will you 
read a-portion of the Presbyterian Confession of 
Faith? Will you read this? 

Although the light of nature, and the works of creation 
and Providence, do so far manifest the goodness, wisdom, 
and power of God as to leave man inexcusable, yet they are 
not sufficient to giv that knowledge of God and of his will 
which is necessary to salvation. 

Or, will you read this? 

By the decree of God, for the manifestation of his glory, 
some men and angels are predestined unto everlasting life 
and others foreordained to everlasting death. "These angels 
and men, thus predestined aud foreordained, are particularly 
and unchangeably designed, and their number is so certain 
and definit that it cannot be either increased or diminished. 

Suppose the mother, lifting her tear-stained face, 
should say, “My son was good, generous, loving, and 
kind. He gave his life forme. Is there no hope for 
him?" Would you then put this serpent in her breast? 

Men not professing the Christian religion cannot be saved 
in any other way whatsoever, be they never so diligent to 
conform their lives according to the light of Nature. We 
cannot by our best works merit pardon of sin. . There is no 


sin so small but that it deserves damnation.. Works done by 
unregenerate men, although, for the matter of that, they may 


“to the end that the guilty may go free. 
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be things which God commands, and of good use both to them- 
selvs and others, are sinful and cannot please God or make a 


. man meet to receivé Christ or God. 


And suppose the mother should then sobbingly 
ask: “What has become of my son? -Where is he 
now?" Would you stil! read from your Confession 
of Faith, or from your Catechism—this ? : 

The souls of the wicked are cast into hell, where they re- 
main in torment and utter darktiess, reserved to the judg- 
ment of the great day. At the last day the righteous shall 
come into everlasting life, but the wicked shal] be cast into 
eternal torment and punished with everlasting destruction. 
The wicked shall be cast into. hell, to be punished with un- 
speakable torment, both of body and soul, with the devil 
and his angels, forever. 

If the poor mother still wept, still refused to be 
comforted, would you thrust this dagger in her heart? 

At the Day of Judgment you, being caught up to Christ in 
the clouds, shall be seated at his right hand and there openly 
acknowledged and. acquitted, and you shall join with him in 
the damnation of your son. : 

If this failed to still the beatings of her aching 
heart, would you repeat these words which you say 
came from the loving soul of Christ? 

They who ‘believe and are baptized shall be saved, and 
they who believe not shall be damned; and these shall go 
away into everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels. ' : : s 

. Would you not be compelled, according to your 
belief, to tell this mother that “there is but one 
name given under heaven and among men whereby" 
the souls of men can.enter the gates of paradise? 
Would you not be compelled to say: “Your son 
lived in a Christian land. -The means of grace were 
within his reach. He'died not having experienced a 
change of heart, and your son is forever lost. You 
can meet your.son again only by dying in your sins; 
but if you will giv your heart to God you can never 
clasp him to your breast again?" . 

What could I say? Let me tell you: ‘My dear 
madam, this reverend gentleman knows nothing of 
another world. He cannot see beyond the tomb. He 
has simply stated to you the superstitions of igno- 
rance, of cruelty and fear. ‘If there be in this uni- 
verse a God, he certainly is as good as you are. Why 
should he hav loved your son in life—loved him, ac- 
cording to this reverend gentleman, to that degree 


‘that he gave his life for him; and why should that 


love be changed to hatred the moment your son was 
‘dead? My dear. woman, there are no punishments, 
there are no rewards — there are consequences; 
and of one thing you may rest assured, and that is 
that every soul no matter what sphere it may in- 
habit, will hav the everlasting opportunity of doing 
right.. If death ends all, and if this handful of dust 
over which you weep is all there is, you hav this con- 
solation: Your son is not within the power of this 
reverend gentleman’s God—that is something. Your 
son does not suffer. Next to a life of joy is the 
dreamless sleep of death. - 

Does it not seem to you infinitly absurd to call or- 
thodox Christianity “a consolation?” Here in this 
world, where every human being is enshrouded in 
cloud and .mist—where all lives are filled with mis- 
takes—where no one claims to be perfect, is it “a 
consolation” to say that “the smallest sin deserves 
eternal pain?" Is it possible for the ingenuity of 
man to extract from the doctrin of hell one drop, one 
ray, of “consolation?” If that doctrin be true, is 
not your God an infinit criminal? Why should-he 
hav created uncounted billions destined to suffer for- 
ever? Why did he not leave them unconscious dust? 
Compared with this crime, any crime that man can 
by any possibility commit is a virtue. 

Think for a moment of your God—the keeper of 
an infinit penitentiary filled with immortal convicts 
—your God an eternal turnkey, without the pardon- 
ing power. In the presence of this infinit’ horror, 
you complacently speak of the atonement—a scheme 
that has not yet gathered within its horizon a bill- 
ionth part of the human race—an atonement with 
one-half the world remaining undiscovered for fifteen 
hundred years after it was. made. 

A man having committed a crime may be pardoned, 
but I deny the right of the state to punish an inno- 
cent man in the place of the pardoned—no matter 
how willing the innocent man may be to suffer the 
punishment. There is no law in nature, no fact in 
nature, by which the innocent can be justly punished 
Let it be 
understood once for all: Nature cannot pardon. 

You hav recognized this truth. You hav asked 
me what is to become of one who seduces and be- 
trays, of the criminal with the blood of his victim 
upon his hands. Without the slightest hesitation I 
answer, whoever commits a crime against another 
must, to the utmost of his power in this world and 
in another, if there be one, make full and ample res- 
titution, and in addition must bear the natural con- 
sequences of his offense. No man can be perfectly 
happy, either in this world or in any other, who has 
by his perfidy broken a loving and a confiding heart. 
No power can step between acts and consequences— 
no forgivness, no atonement. 

But, my dear friend, you hav taught for many 
years, if you are a Presbyterian, or an evangelical 
Christian, that à man may seduce and betray, and 
that the poor victim, driven to insanity, leaping from 


some wharf at night where ships strain at their an- 
chors in storm and darkness—you hav taught that 
this poor girl may be tormented forever by a God of 
infinit compassion. This is not all that you hav - 
taught. You hay said to the seducer, to the be- 
trayer, to the one who would not listen to her wailing 
cry, who would not even stretch forth his hand to 
eftch her fluttering garments—you hav said to him: 
* Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be 
happy forever; you shall liv in the realm of infinit 
delight, from which you can, without a shadow fall- 
ing upon your face, observe the poor girl, your 
victim, writhing in the agonies of hell" You hav - 
taught this. For my part, I do not see how an angel 
in heaven, meeting another angel whom he had 
robbed on the earth, could feel entirely blissful. I 
go farther. Any decent angel, no matter if sitting at 
the right. hand of God, should he see in hell one of 
his vietims, would leaye heaven itself for the purpose 
of wiping one tear from the cheek of the damned. 
You seem to hav forgotten your statement in the 
commencement of your letter, that your God is as. 
inflexible as Nature—that he bends not to human 
thought or to human will You seem to hav for-' 


‘gotten the line which you emphasized with italics: 


“ The effect of everything which, is of the nature of 
@ cause, ts eternal.” In the light of this sentence, 
where do you find a place for forgivness—for your 
atonement? NER rar enr vue, 4 Se . g 

lf by atonement you mean the natural effect of 
self-sacrifice, the effects following a noble and disin- 
terested action ; if you mean that the life and death 
of Christ are worth their effect upon the human 
race—which your letter seems to show—then there 
is no question between us. If you hay thrown away 
the old and barbarous idea that a law had been 
broken, that God demanded a sacrifice, and that 
Christ, the innocent, was offered up for us, and that 
he bore the wrath of God and suffered in our place, 
then I congratulate you with all my heart. 

It seems to me impossible that life should be 
exceedingly joyous to any one who is acquainted 
with its miseries, its burdens, and its tears. I know 
that as darkness follows light around the globe, so 
misery and misfortune follow the sons of men. 
According to your creed, the future state will be 
worse than this. Here, the vicious may reform; 
here, the wicked may repent; here, a few gleams of 
sunshine may fall upon the darkest life. But in your 
future state, for countless billions of the human race, 
there will be no reform, no opportunity of doing 
right, and no possible gleam of sunshine can ever 
touch their souls. Do you not see that your future 
state is infinitly worse than this? You seem to mis- 
take the glare of hell for the light of morning. 

-Let us throw away the dogma of eternal retribu- 
tion. Let us “cling to all that can bring a ray of 
hope into the darkness of this life.” 

You ask me how it came to pass that a Hebrew 
peasant, born among the hills of Galilee, had a 
wisdom above that of Socrates or Plato, of Confucius 
or Buddha, and you conclude by saying, “This is the 
greatest of miracles—that such a being should liv 
and die on the earth.” i 

I ean hardly admit your. conclusion, because I 
remember that Christ said nothing in favor of the 
family relation. As a matter of fact, his life tended 
to cast discredit upon marriage. He said nothing 
against the institution of slavery; nothing against 
the tyranny of government; nothing of our treat- 
ment of animals; nothing about education, about 
intellectual progress; nothing of art, declared no 
scientific truth, and said nothing as to the rights and 
duties of nations. : 

You may reply that all this is included in * Do 
unto others as you would be done by ;" and “ Resist 
not evil" More than this is necessary to educate the 
human race. It is not enough to say to your child 
or to your pupil, “Do right.” The great question 
still remains: What is right? Neither is there any 
wisdom-in the idea of non-resistance. Force without 
mercy is tyranny. Mercy without force is but a 
waste of tears. Take from virtue the right of self- 
defense, and vice becomes the master of the world. 

Let me ask you how it came to pass that an igno- 
rant driver of camels, a man without family, without 
wealth, became master of hundreds of millions of 
human beings? How is it that he conquered and 
overran more than half of the Christian world? 
How is it that on a thousand fields the banner of 
the cross went down in blood, while that of the cres- 
cent floated in triumph? How do you account for 
the fact that the flag of this impostor floats to-day 
above the sepulcher of Christ? Was this a miracle? 
Was Mohammed inspired? How do you account for 
Confucius, whose name is known wherever the sky 
bends? Was he inspired—this man who for many 
centuries has stood first, and who has been acknowl- 
edged: the superior of all men by hundreds and 
thousands of millions of his fellow-men? How do 
you account for Buddha—in many respects the 
greatest religious teacher this world has ever known 
—the broadest, the most intellectual ‘of them all; he 
who was great enough, hundreds of years before 
Christ was born, to deciare the universal brother- 
hood of man, great enough to say that intelligence is 
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for the miserable and selfish purpose of saving. their 
own little, shriveled souls. = 

It is far better for a man to love his fellow-men 
than to love God. It is better to love wife and chil- 
dren than to love Christ. It is better to serve your 
neighbor than to serve your God—even if God exista. 
The -reason is palpable. You can do nothing for 
God. You ean do something for wife and children. . 
You ean add to the sunshine of a life. You can 
plant flowers in the pathway of another. . 

It is true that I am an enemy of the orthodox Sab- 
bath. It is true that I do not believe in giving one. 
seventh of our time to the service of superstition. 
The whole scheme of your religion can be under- 
stood by any. intelligent man in one day. Why 
should he waste a;seventh of his whole life.in hearing 
the same thoughts repeated again and again ? 

Nothing is more gloomy than an orthodox Sabbath. 
The mechanie who has worked during the week in 
heat and dust, the laboring man who has barely suc- 
ceeded in keeping his soul in his body, the poor 
woman who has been sewing for the rich, may go to 
the village church which you hay described. "They ` 
answer the chimes of the bell, and what do they hear 
in this village church? Is it that God is the father 
of the human race; is that all? If that were all, you 
never would hav heard an objection from my lips. 
That is not all. If all ministers said: Bear the evils 
of this life; your father in heaven counts your tears ; 
the time will come when pain, and death, and grief. 
will be forgotten words, I should hav listened with 
the rest. What else does the minister say to the 
poor people who hav answered the chimes of your 
bell? He says: “The smallest sin deserves eternal 
pain.” “ A vast majority of men are doomed to suffer 
.the wrath of God forever.” Ho fills the present with 
fear and the future with fire. He has heaven for the 
few, hell for the many. He describes a little grass- 
grown path that leads to heaven, where travelers are 
“fow and far between,” and a great highway worn . 
with countless feet that leads to everlasting death. 

Such Sabbaths are immoral. Such ministers are 
the real savages. Gladly would I abolish such a Sab- 
bath. Gladly would I turn it into a holiday, a day of 
rest and peace, a day to get acquainted with your 
wife and children, a day to exchange civilities with 
your neighbors; and gladly would I see the church 
in which such sermons are preached changed to a 
‘place of entertainment. Gladly would I hav the 
echoes of orthodox sermons—the owls and bats 
among the rafters, the snakes in crevices and corners, 
driven out by the glorious musie of Wagner and 
Beethoven. Gladly would I see the Sunday-school, 
where the doctrin of eternal fire is taught, changed to 
& happy dance upon the village green. PLA 

Music refines. The doctrin of eternal punishment 
degrades. Science civilizes. Superstition looks 
longingly back to savagery. f ' 

You do not believe that general morality can be 
upheld without the sanctions of religion. 

Christianity has sold, and continues to sell, crime 
on a credit. It has taught, and it still teaches, that 
there is forgivness for all. Of course it teaches 
morality. It says: “Do not steal, do not mürder ;” 
but it adds : “but if you do both, there is a way of 
escape—believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou 
shalt be saved.” I insist that such a religion is no 
restraint. It is far better to teach that there is no 
forgivness, and that every human being must bear 
the consequences of his acts. i 

The first great step toward national reformation is 
the universal acceptance of`the idea that there is no 
escape from the consequences of our acts. The 
young men who come from their country homes into 
a city filled with temptations, may be restrained by 
the thought of father and mother. This is a natural 
restraint. They may be restrained by their knowl- 
edge of the fact that a thing is evil on account of its 
consequences, and that to do wrong is always a mis- 
take. I cannot conceive of such a man being more 
liable to temptation because he has heard one of my 
lectures in which I hav told him that the only good . 
is happiness—that the only way to attain that good 
is by doing what he believes to be right. I cannot 
imagin that his moral character will be weakened by 
the statement that there is no escape from the conse- 
quences of his acts. You seem to think that he will 
be instantly led astray—that he will go off under the 
flaring lamps to the riot of passion. Do you think 
the Bible calculated to restrain him? To prevent 
this, would you recommend him to read the lives of 
Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, and the other holy. 
polygamists of the Old Testament? Should he read . 
the life of David andof Solomon? Do you think this 
would enable him to withstand temptation? Would 
it not be far better to fill the young man’s mind with 
facts so that he may know exactly the physical con- 
sequences of such acts? Do you regard ignorance as 
the foundation of virtue? Is fear the arch that sup- 
ports the moral nature of man? a 

"You seem to think that there is danger in knowl- 
edge, and that the best chemists are the most likely 
to poison themselvs. l 


-formation of character, it is only necessary to call 
your attention to the fact that your Bible shows that 
the devil himself is a believer in the existence of your 
God, in the inspiration of the scriptures, and in the 
divinity of Jesus Christ. He not only believes these, 
things, but he knows them, and yet, in spite of it- all, 
he remains a devil still. . oe 

Few religions. hav been bad enough to destroy all 
the natural goodness in the human heart. -In the 
deepest midnight of superstition some natural virtues, 
like stars, hav been visible in the heavens. Man has 
committed every crime in the name of Christianity— 
or at least crimes that involved the commission 
of all others. Those who paid for labor with the 
lash, and who made blows a legal tender, were Chris- 
tians. Those who engaged in the slave trade were 
believers in a personal God. One slave ship was 
called “The Jehovah.” Those who pursued with 
hounds the fugitiv led by the Northern Star prayed 
fervently to Christ to crown their efforts with suc- 
cess, and the stealers of babes, just before falling 
asleep, commended their souls to the keeping of the 
most high. 

As you hav mentioned the apostles, let me call 
your attention to an incident. 

You remember the story of ÀAnanias'and Sapphira, 
The apostles, having nothing themselvs, conceived 
the idea of having all things in common. Their fol- 
lowers who had something were to sell what little 
they had, and turn the proceeds over to these theo- 
logical financiers. It seems that Ananias and Sap- 
phira had a piece of land. They sold it, and after 
talking the matter over, not being entirely satisfied 
with the collaterals, concluded to keep a little—just 
enough to keep them from starvation if the good 
and pious bankers should abscond. 

When Ananias brought the money, he was asked 
whether he had kept back a part of the price. He 
said that he had not. Whereupon God, the compas- 
sionate, struck him dead. As soon as the corpse was 
removed, the apostles sent for his wife. They did 
not tell her that her husband had been killed. They 
deliberately set a trap for her life. Not one of them 
was good enough or noble enough to put her on her 
guard; théy allowed her to believe that her husband 
had told his story, and that she was free to cor- 
roborate what he had said. She probably felt that 
they were giving more than they could afford, and, 
with the instinct of. woman, wanted to keep à little. 
She denied that any part of the price had been kept 
back. That moment the arrow of divine vengeance 
entered her heart.  . . 

Will you be kind enough to tell me your opinion 
of the apostles in the light of this story? Certainly 
murder is a greater crime than mendacity. x 

You-hav been good enough, in a kind of fatherly 
‘way, to giv me some advice. You say that I ought 
to. soften my colors, and that my words would be 
more weighty if not so strong. Do you really desire 
that I should add weight to my words? Do you 
really wish me to succeed? If the commander of 
one army should send word to the general of the 
other that his men were firing too high, do you think 
the general would be misled? Can you conceive of 
his changing his orders by reason of the message? 

I deny that “the Pilgrims crossed the sea to fiud 
freedom to worship God in the forests of the New 
World." They came not in the interest of. freedom. 
It never entered their minds that other men had the 
same right to worship God according to the dictates 
of their consciences that the Pilgrims themselvs 
had. The moment they had power they were ready 
to whip and brand, to imprison and burn. They did 
not believe in religious freedom. They had no more 
idea of liberty of conscience than Jehovah. 

I do not say that there.is no place in the world for 
heroes and martyrs. On the contrary, I declare that 
the liberty we now hav was won for us. by heroes 
and by martyrs, and millions of thése martyrs were 
burnt, or flayed alive, or torn in pieces, or assas- 
sinated by the church of God. The heroism was 
shown in fighting the hordes of religious superstition. 

I believe in the family. I believe in family lifo; 
and one of my objections to Christianity is that it 
divides the family. Upon this subject I hav said 
hundreds.of times, and I say again, that the roof 
iree is sacred, from the smallest fiber that feels the 
soft, cool clasp of earth to the topmost flower that 
spreads its bosom to the sun, and like a spendthrift 
givs its perfume to the air. The home where virtue 
dwells with love is like a lily with a heart of fire, the 
fairest flower in all this world. 

What did Christianity in the early centuries do for 
the home? What hav nunneries and monasteries, 
and what: has the glorification of celibacy done for 
the family? Do you not know that Christ himself 
offered rewards in this world and eternal happiness 
in another to those who would desert their wives 
and children and follow him? -What effect has that 
promis had upon family life? 

As a matter of fact, the family is regarded as 'noth- 
ing. Christianity teaches that there is but one fam- 
ily, the family of Christ, and that all other relations 
are as nothing compared with that. Christianity| You say that to sneer at religion is only a step from 
teaches the husband to desert the wife, the wife to | sneering at morality, and then only another step to 
desert. the husband, children to desert their parents, ' that which is vicious and profligate, 


the only lever capable of raising mankind? : How do 
you account for him, who has had more followers than 
any other? Are you willing to say that all success 
is divine? How do you account for Shakspere, 
born of parents who could neither read nor write, 
held in the lap of ignorance and love, nursed at the 
breast of poverty—how do you account for him, by | 
far the greatest of the human race, the wings of whose 
imagination still fill the horizon of human thought ; 
Shakspere, who was perfectly acquainted with the 
human heart, knew all depths of sorrow, all hights 
of joy, and in whose mind were the fruit of all 
thought, of all, experience, and a prophecy of all to 
be; Shakspere, the wisdom and beauty and depth 
of whose words increase with the intelligence and 
civilization of mankind? How do you account for 
this miracle? Do you believe that any founder of 
any religion could hav written “Lear” or “ Ham- 
let?” Did Greece produce a man who could by any 
possibility hav been the author of “Troilus and 
Cressida?’ Was there among all the countless mill- 
ions of almighty Rome an intellect that could hav 
written the tragedy of “Julius Cesar?’ Is not the 
play of “Antony and Cleopatra” as Egyptian as the 
Nile? How do you account for this man, within 
whose veins there seemed to be the blood of every 
race, and in whose brain there were the poetry and 
philosophy of a world ? 

You ask me to tell my opinion of Christ. Let me 
say here, once for all, that for the man Christ—for 
the man who, in the darkness, cried out, “ My God, 
why hast thou forsaken me ?’—-for that man I hav the 
greatest possible respect.: And let me say, once for 
all, that the place where man has died for man is 
holy ground. To that great and serene peasant of 
Palestine I gladly pay the tribute of my admiration 
and my tears. He was a reformer in his day—an 
Infidel in his time. Back of the theological mask, 
and in spite of the interpolations of the New Testa- 
ment, I see a great and genuin man. 

It is hard to see how you can consistently defend 
the course’ pursued by Christ himself. He attacked 
with great -bitterness “the religion of others.” . It 
did not occur to him that “ there was something very 
cruel in this treatment of the belief of his fellow- 
creatures.” He denounced the chosen people of God 
as a “generation of vipers.” He compared them to 
* whited sepulehers How can you sustain the con- 
duet of missionaries? They go to other lands and 
attack the sacred beliefs of others. They tell the 
people of India and of all heathen lands, not only 
that their religion is a lie, not only that their gods 
are myths, but that the ancestors of these people— 
their fathers and mothers who never heard of God, 
of the Bible, or of Christ—are all in perdition. - Is 
not this a cruel treatment of the belief of a fellow- 
creature ? 

A religion that is not manly and robust enough to 
bear attack with smiling fortitude is unworthy of a 
place in the heart or brain. A religion that takes 
refuge in sentimentality, that cries out: “ Do not, I 
pray you, tell me any truth calculated to hurt my 
feelings,” is fit only for asylums. 

You believe that Christ was God, that he was infi- 
nit in power. While in Jerusalem he cured the sick, 
raised a few from the dead, and opened the eyes of 
the blind. Did he do these things because he loved 
mankind, or did he do these miracles simply to estab- 
lish the fact that he was the very Christ? If he was 
actuated by love, is he not as powerful now as he was 
then? Why does he not open the eyes of the blind 
now? Why does he not with a touch make the leper 
clean? If you had the power to giv sight to the 
blind, to cleanse the leper, and would not exercise it, 
what would be thought of you? What is the differ- 
ence between one who can and will not cure, and one 
who causes disease? 

Only the other day I saw a beautiful girl—a para- 
lytic, and yet her brave and cheerful spirit shone 
over the wreck and ruin of her body like morning on 
the desert. What would I think of myself had I the 
power by a word to send the blood through all her 
withered limbs freighted again with life, should I 
refuse ? 

Most theologians seem to imagin that the virtues 
hav been produced by and are really the children of 
religion. E 

Religion has to do with the supernatural It 
defines our duties and obligations to God. It pre- 
scribes a certain course of conduct by means of which 
happiness can be attained in another world. The 
result here is only an incident. The virtues are sec- 
ular. They hav nothing whatever to do with the 
supernatural and are of no kindred to any religion. 
A man may be honest, courageous, charitable, indus- 
trious, hospitable, loving, and pure without being re- 
ligious—that is to say, without any belief in the 
supernatural; and a man may be the exact opposit 
and at the same time a sincere believer in the creed 
of any church—that is to say, in the existence of a 
personal God, the inspiration of the scriptures, and 
in the divinity of Jesus Christ. A man who believes 
in the Bible may or may not be kind to his family, 
and a man who is kind and loving in his family may 
or may not believe in the Bible. 

In order that you may see the effect of belief in the 


world. is a: sehool'in which man becomes educated 
through tribulation—the muscles of character being 
developed by wrestling with misfortune. - If it is 
necessary to liv this life in order to develop charac- 
ter, in order to become worthy of a better world; 
how do you account for the fact that billions of the 
human race die in infancy, and are thus deprived of 
this necessary education and development? What 
would you think of a schoolmaster who should kill'a 
large proportion of his scholars during the first day, 
barna they had even had the opportunity to look 
at A? wo 

The intelligence of man guided by a sense of duty 
is the only power that makes for righteousness. 

You tell me that I am waging “a hopeless war,” 
and. you giv as a reason that the Christian religion 
began to be nearly two thousand years before I was 
born, and that it will liv two thousand years after I 
am dead. J 

Is this an argument? Does it tend to convince 
eyen yourself? Could not Caiaphas, the high priest, 
hav said substantially this to Christ? Could he not 
hav said: “The religion of Jehovah began to be four 
thousand years before you were born, and it will liv 
| two thousand years after you are dead?” Could not 
a follower of Buddha make the same illogical remark 
to a missionary from Andover with the glad ‘tidings? 
Could he not say: “ You are waging a hopeless war. 
The religion of Buddha began to be twenty-five hun- 
dred years before you were born, and hundreds of 
millions of people still worship at great Buddha’s 
shrine?” i 

Do you insist that nothing except the right can liv 
for two thousand years? : Why is it that the Catholic 
church “livs on and on, while nations and kingdoms 
perish?” Do you consider that the survival of the 
‘fittest ? E: p 

Is it the same Christian religion now living that 
lived during the Middle Ages? Is it the same Chris- 
tian religion. that; founded the Inquisition and 
invented the thumb-screw? Do you see no differ- 
ence between the religion of Calvin and Jonathan 
Edwards and the Christianity of to-day? Do you 
really think that it is the same Christianity that has 
been living. all these years? Hav you noticed any 
change in the last generation? Do you remember 
when scientists endeavored to prove a theory by a 
passage from the Bible, and do you now know that 
believers in the Bible are exceedingly anxious to 
prove its truth by some fact that science has demon- 
strated? Do you know that the standard has 
changed? Other things are not measured by the 
Bible, but the Bible has to submit to another test. 
It no longer owns the scales. It has to be weighed 
—it is being weighed—it is growing lighter and 
lighter every day. Do you. know that only a few 
years ago “ the glad tidings of great joy" consisted 
mostly in a description of hell? Do you know that 
nearly every intelligent minister is now ashamed to 
preach about it, or to read about it, or to talk about 
it? Is there any change? Do you know that but 
few ministérs now believe in “the plenary inspira- 
tion” of the Bible, that from thousands of pulpits 
people are now told that the creation according to 
Genesis is & mistake, that it never was as wet as the 
flood, and that the miracles of the Old Testament are 
considered simply as myths or mistakes? i 

How long wil what you call Christianity endure, 
if it changes as rapidly during the next century as it 
has changed during the last? What will there be 
left of the supernatural? 

It does not seem possible that thoughtful people 
can, for many years, believe that a being of infinit 
wisdom is the author of the Old Testament, that a 
being of infinit purity and kindness upheld polygamy 
and slavery, that he ordered his chosen people to 
massacre their neighbors, and that he commanded 
husbands and fathers to persecute wives and daugh- 
ters unto death for opinion's sake. 

It does not seem within the prospect of belief that 
Jehovah, the cruel, the jealous, the ignorant, and the 
revengeful, is the creator and preserver of the uni- 
verse. 

Does it seem possible that infinit goodness would 
create a world in which life feeds on life, in which 
everything devours and is devoured? Can there be 
a sadder fact than this: Innocence is not a certain 
shield ? ] 

It is impossible for me to believe in the eternity of 
punishment. If that doctrin be true, Jehovah is 
insane. Bo E 

Day after day there are mournful processions of 
men and women, patriots and mothers, girls whose 
only crime is that the word Liberty burst into flower 
between their pure and loving lips, driven like beasts 
across the melancholy wastes of Siberian snow. 
These men, these women, these daughters, go to 
exile and to slavery, to a land where hope is satisfied 
with death. Does it seem possible to you that an 
“infinit father” sees all this and sits as silent asa 
god of stone? 

And yet, according to your Presbyterian creed, 
according to your inspired book, according to your 
Christ, there is another procession, in which are the 
the noblest and the best, in which you will find the 
wondrous spirits of this world, the lovers of the hu- 


The Jews. entertained the same opinion of the 
teachings of Christ. He sneered at their religion. 
The Christians hav entertained the same opinion of 
every philosopher. Let me say to you again—and 
let me say it once for all—that morality has nothing 
to do with religion. Morality does not depend upon 
the supernatural. Morality does not walk with the 
crutches of miracles. Morality appeals to the ex- 
perience of. mankind.. It cares nothing about faith, 
nothing about sacred books. Morality depends upon 

- facts, something that can be seen, something known, 
the product of which can be estimated. It needs no 
priest, no ceremony, no mummery. . It believes in the 
freedom of the human mind. It asks for investiga. 
tion. Itis founded upon truth. It is the enemy of 
all religion, because it has to do with this world, and 
with this world alone. . : 

Does it relieve mankind from fear to believe that 
there is some God who will help them in extremity? 
What evidence hav they on which to found this be- 
lief?. When has any God listened to the prayer of 
any man? The water drowns, the cold freezes, the 
flood destroys, the fire burns, the bolt of heaven falls 
—when and where has the prayer of man been an- 
swered ? i 

Is the religious world to-day willing to test the 
efficacy of prayer? Only a few years ago it was 
.tested in the United States. The Christians of Chris- 
tendom, with one accord, fell upon their knees and 
asked God to spare the life of one man. You know 
the result. You know just as well as I that the 
forces of nature produce the good and bad alike. 
You know that the forces of nature destroy the good 
and bad alike. You know that the lightning feels 
the same keen delight in striking to death the honest 
man that it does or would in striking the assassin 
with his knife lifted above the bosom of innocence. 

Did God hear the prayers of the slaves? Did he 
hear the prayers of martyrs, or did he allow fiends, 
calling themselvs his followers, to pile the fagots 
round the forms of glorious men? - Did he allow the 
flames to devour the flesh of those whose hearts were 
his? Why should any man depend on the goodness 
of a God who created countless millions, knowing 
that they would suffer eternal grief? 

The faith that you call sacred—“ sacred as the 
most delicate or manly or womanly sentiment of love 
and honor”—is the faith that nearly all of your 
fellow-men are to be lost. Ought an honest man to 
be restrained from denouncing that faith because 
those who entertain. it say that their feelings are. 
hurt?. You say to me: “There is a hell. A man ad- 
vocatitig the opinions you advocate will go there 
when he dies". I answer: “There is no hell. The 
Bible that teaches it is not true" And you say: 
“ How can you hurt my feelings?” 

You seem to think that one who attacks the 
religion of his parents is wanting in respect to his 
father and his mother. 

Were the early Christians lacking in respect for. 
their fathers and mothers? ‘Were the pagans who 
embraced Christianity heartless sons and daughters? 
What hav you to say of the apostles? Did they not 
heap contempt upon the religion of their fathers and 
mothers? Did they not join with him who de- 
nounced their people as a “generation of vipers?” 
Did they not follow one who offered a reward to 
those who would desert fathers and mothers? Of 
course you hav only to go back a few generations in 
your family to find a Field who was not a Presbyte- 
rian. After that you find a Presbyterian. Was he 
base enough and infamous enough to heap contempt 
upon the religion of his father and mother? All the 
Protestants in the time of Luther lacked in respect 
for the religion of their fathers and mothers. Ac- 
cording to your idea, Progress is a Prodigal Son. If 
one is bound by the religion of his father and 
mother, and his father happens to be a Presbyterian 
and his mother a Catholic, what is he to do? Do 

‘you not see that your doctrin givs intellectual free- 
dom only-to foundlings? ; 

You insist that religion does not leave man in “ab- 
ject terror"—does not leave him “in utter darkness 
as to his fate.” : 

Is it possible to know who will be saved? Can 
you read the names mentioned in the decrees of the 
Infinit? Is it possible to tell who is to be eternally 
lost? Can the imagination conceive a worse fate 
than your religion predicts for a majority of the race ? 
Why should not every human being be in “ abject 
terror” who believes your doctrin? How many 
loving and sincere women are in the asylums to-day 
fearing that they hav committed “the unpardonable 
sin”—a sin to which your God has attached the 
penalty of eternal torment, and yet has failed to de- 
scribe the offense? Can tyranny go beyond this— 
fixing the penalty of eternal pain for the violation of 
a law not written, not known, but kept in the se- 
crecy of infinit darkness? How much happier it 
is to know nothing about it, and to believe nothing 
about it! How much better to hav no God ! 

You discover a “ Great Intelligence ordering our 
little lives, so that even the trials that we bear, as 
they call out the finer elements of character, conduce 
to our future happiness.” This is an old explanation 

_—probably as good as any. The idea is, that this 


man race, the teachers of their fellow-men, the great- - 
est soldiers that ever battled for the right ; and this 
procession of countless millions, in which you will 
find the most generous and the most loving of the 
sons and daughters of men, is moving on to the 
Siberia of God, the land of eternal exile, where agony 
becomes immortal. E 

How ean you, how can any man with brain or 
.heart, believe this infinit lie ? 

Is there not room for a better, for a higher philos- 
ophy? After all, is it not possible that we may find 
that everything has been necessarily produced, that 
all religions and superstitions, all mistakes and all 
crimes, were simply necessities? Is it not possible 
that out of this perception may come not only love 
and pity for others, but absolute justification for the 
individual? May we not find that every soul has, 
like Mazeppa, been lashed to the wild horse of 
passion, or like Prometheus, to the rocks of fate ? 

You ask me to take the “sober second thought." I 
-beg of you to take the first, and if you do, you will 
throw away the Presbyterian creed; you will in- 
stantly perceive that he who commits the “smallest 
sin” no more deserves eternal pain than he who does 
the smallest virtuous deed deserves eternal bliss ; 
you will become convinced that an infinit God who 
creates billions of men knowing. that they will suffer 
through all the countless years is an infinit demon ; 
you will be satisfied that the Bible, with its philos- 
ophy and its folly, with its goodness and its cruelty, 
is but the work of man, and that the supernatural 
does not and cannot exist.  . 

For you personally, I hav the highest regard and 
the sincerest respect, and I beg of you not to pollute 
the soul of childhood, not to furrow the cheeks of 
mothers, by preaching a creed that should be shrieked 
in a mad-house. Do not make the cradle as terrible 
as the coffin. Preach, I pray you, the gospel of 
Intellectual Hospitality—the liberty of thought and 
speech. Take from loving hearts the awful fear. 
Hav mercy on your fellow-men. Do not drive to 
madness the mothers whose tears are falling on the 
pallid faces of those who died in unbelief. Pity the 
erring, wayward, suffering, weeping world. Do not 
proclaim as “tidings of great joy” that an Infinit 
Spider is weaving webs to catch the souls of men. 

Rosert G. INGERSOLL. 


———— ——4—-9———— —— 
What I Condemn, and What Y Applaud. 


To vax Epitor or Toe TnurH Srzrxzm, Sir. My 
condemnation of your condemnation of the judge 
who tried C. B. Reynolds you unwarrantably and 
wantonly distort, in your last issue, into applause . 
from me of that judge's conduct. Far from applaud- 
ing it, I condemn it fundamentally. The adjectiv 
* better-deserving," which I applied to him, meant, 
as every reader of the paragraph upon which you 
comment, and also of the editorial in Liberty in 
which I first discussed the matter, well knows, bet- 
ter-deserving at your hands. J, an Anarchist, con- 
sider that this judge was engaged in very dirty busi- 
ness, and hav simply declared that, considering the 
nature of the business, he dispatched it with com- 
mendable decency. But you believe that it is the 
business of the majority to make laws for the govern- 
ment of the people and appoint officers to administer 
them. From your standpoint, then, this judge sim- 
ply did his duty, for which you roundly abused him. 
I told you that your complaint was but the wry face 
which a quack makes when he has to swallow his own 
medicin, and so I still regard it. But I applaud 
neither you nor your laws nor your judge, and you 
hav no business to lead your readers to suppose the 
contrary. Bens. R. Tooxzz. 

Boston, Oct. 28, 1887. 


to ——À—— 
- Respects to Mr. Palmer. 

The following resolutions are those ordered by the 
Congress of the American Secular Union to be 
drawn by the secretary and published in the Liberal: 
journals: | x . 

WnEZEZAS, The American Secular Union learns with pro- 
found regret that, owing to ill-health, its honored president, 
Courtlandt Palmer, is compelled to retire from the executiv 
chair; and, 

Wuznzas, The name of Courtlandt Palmer is endeared to 
every member of this Union, as one who in its darkest hour of 
discouragement—through storm and stress—has ever been 
steadfast and firm in advocacy of its principles; who could 
neither be frightened by foul vilification of this organization 
nor allured by seductiv flattery from his fidelity to truth ; 
who realized that they who would fetter the mind are en- 
deavoring to withhold the nutrition of the human race; who 
took alarm at the earlier experiments to suppress mental 
liberty, nor delayed until usurped power had strengthened 
itself by exercise and entangled the question in precedents, 
but, seeing the consequences in the principle, sought to avoid 
the consequences by denying the principle; who in this age 
of sordid selfishness voluntarily surrendered ease and com- 
fort to climb the rugged rocks which bar the progress to 
mental and social reform, and help humanity to realize the 
prophetic vow of Victor Hugo, ‘There shall be no slavery of 
the mind;” therefore, i i 

Resolved, That this Congress hereby tenders its sincere 
gratitude for services to one whose exalted moral aims and 
personal integrity hav been above the breath of slander ; 
whose culture, capacjty, and literary productions lend addi- 
tional luster to our glorious galaxy of mental emaucipators— 
to this truly liberal Liberal, whose never-failing generosity 
stamps him as one of nature's true noblemen, our retiring 
president, Courtlandt Palmer. 


E. A. Stevens, Secretary A. S. U. 
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Commanications. 


The Bible of Nature; or, The Principles of 
7 Secularism. 
A CONTRIBUTION TO THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE. 
: BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 
Author of * Physical Education,” “The Secret of the East,” etc. 


III.—Mogan Maxims. 
CHAPTER XV.—EDUCATION. 
-A,— Lessons of Instinct. 


The doctrine of Pythagoras, the philosophie Mes- 
siah of Paganism, included the strange tenet of 
metempsychosis. After death, held the confessors of 
that dogma, the souls of men and brutes would re- 
appear in new forms, higher or lower, according to 

the character-traits of the dying individual. Thus 
the soul of a wealthy glutton might be reborn in a 
pig-sty, that of a high-minded peasant perhaps on 
the throne of a king. Death and rebirth are the 
_ upper end lower spokes of a wheel that turns and 
turns forever, and in the persons of their neighbors 
the Pythagoreans saw wanderers that might have 
walked this earth thousands of years ago. l 

The strangeness of such a theory is still increased 
by the circumstance that its teacher was an eminent 
astronomer, an accomplished mathematician, and the 
leader of a memorable hygienic reform. Our aston- 
ishment is not lessened by the well-established fact 
that, under some form or other, the doctrine of soul- 
migration has for ages been the accepted creed of a 

large plurality of our fellow-men. It is well known, 
however, that to his trusted disciples Pythagoras 
imparted an esoteric or explanatory version of his 
dogmas; and if we learn that the great philosopher 
attached a special importance to the influence of 
hereditary dispositions, the truth at last dawn upon 
us that the doctrine of metempsychosis referred to 
the reappearance of individual types, passions, and 
dispositions in the bodily and mental characteristics 
of the neat generation. “Parents live in their chil- 
dren.” The instinctive recognition of that truth rec- 
onciles our dumb fellow-creatures to the prospect of 
death, At the end of summer the night-moth care- 
fully deposits her eggs ina silver cradle, hidden safe 
in the crevice of some sheltering nook, where they 
will survive the rigor of the winter and answer the 
first summons of spring. Having thus, as it were, 
insured the resurrection of her type, the parent 
‘moth quietly resigns herself to the fate of sleeping 
her own winter-siumber in the arms of death. On 
the Orinoco wounded river-turtles will use their last 
strength to climb the slope of some bush-hidden 
sand-bank, and after intrusting their eggs to the pro- 
tection of the deep drift sand, will reénter the water 
and quietly float off with the seaward currents. In 
the virgin-woods of Southern Mexico, where the 
harpy-eagle fills the maws of her hungry brood by 
incessant raids on the small denizens of the tree- 
tops, the traveler D'Armand once witnessed a curious 
scene. An eagle had pounced upon a nursing 
mother monkey, who at first struggled desperately 
to free herself from the claws of the murderer; but, i 
finding resistance in vain, she loosened her grasp on 
the branches, and, just as the eagle carried her off, 

. she disengaged the arm of her baby from her neck, 
and shaking off the little creature with a swing of her 
arm, she deliberately flung it back into the sheltering 
foliage of the tree-top, thus taking the last possible 
chance of surviving in her child. 

The “dread of annihilation” reveals itself in the 
instincts of a dying philosopher as plainly as in the 
instincts of a wounded animal; but, on self-examina- 
tion, that fear would prove to have but little in com- 
mon with a special solicitude for the preservation of 
material forms or combinations—conditions which 
the process of organic change constantly modifies in 
the cradle as well as in the grave. It is rather the 
type of the body and its correlated mental disposi- 
tions which the hope of resurrection yearns to pre- 
serve, and even childless men have often partly 
realized that hope by impressing the image of their 
soul on a younger mind, and transmitting their 
cherished projects and theories through the medium 
of education. In the consciousness of that accom- 
plished task Socrates could as calmly die in the arms 
of his disciples as the Hebrew patriarch in the arms 
of his children and grandchildren. “You kill a 
sower,” cried St. Adalbert under the clubs of his 
assassins, “but the seed he has planted will rise and 
survive both his love and your hatred.” 

Even the influence of a great practical example has 
often impressed the mental type of a reformer or 
patriot on a series of subsequent generations. The 
Buddhist Calanus, preaching the doctrine of renuncia- 
tion to an audience of scoffers, deeply affected the 
most thoughtless of his witnesses by proving his 
personal convictions in the flames of a funeral pile. 
“I leave no sons," were the last words of Epamin- 
ondas, “but two immortal daughters, the battles of 
Leuctra and Mantinea.” Rousseau smiled when he 


loarned the intrigues of his enemies who were trying : 


"| their utmost to enlist the codperation of a violent 


pulpit-orator. “They are busy recruiting their corps 

of partisans,” said he, “but Time will raise me an 

ally inevery intelligent reader of the next generation.” 
l B,—REWARDS OF CONFORMITY. 

In the simple lives of the lower animals every day 
may bring the sufficient reward of its toil; but the 
problem of progress, even from the first dawn of 
civilization, involves tasks too apt to extend beyond 
the span of individual existence, The forest-clearing 
husbandman, the state-founding patriot, the scientific 
inquirer, all risk to receive the summons of night be- 
fore the completion of their labor. Before reaching 
the goal of their hopes their earthly pilgrimage may 
end at the brink of the unknown river, and education 
alone can bridge that gulf, and make every day the 
way-station of an unbroken road. Children or chil- 
dren's children will take up the staff from the last 
resting-place of their pilgrim father ; and, moreover, 
all progress is cumulative. Every laborer works with 
the experience of his forefathers, as well as his own ; 
every son stands on the shoulders of his father. Even 
the failure of individual efforts contributes a helpful 
lesson to the success of the next attempt: 

Freedom’s brave battle, once begun, 
Bequeathed from bleeding sire to son, 
Though often baffled, e'er is won. 

Persistent adherence to the programme of a tradi- 
tional policy has often made the work of successive 
centuries the triumphant execution of a single plan. 
The empire of Islam sprung from the seed which the 
prophet of Mecca had planted in the soil of his 
native land. The storm of the Protestant revolt 
rose from the anathemas of a poor Wittenberg friar ; 
the unquenchable fire of the French Revolution was 
kindled by the burning indignation of a Swiss recluse, 
and his fervid appeals: 

Those oracles that set the world aflame, 

Nor ceased to burn till kingdoms were no more; 
and the vast fabric of our republican federation was 
founded by the poor colonists who sought indepen- 
dence in the freedom of the wilderness, and combined 
against the power of a selfish despot. Education 
sows a Seed which may sprout even during the life- 
time of the sower, and bless individual life with the 
sweets of a guaranteed triumph over the power of 
death. Resurgam, “I shall live after death,” ex- 
presses the significance of that triumph, and of the 
“esoteric doctrine of Pythagoras.” 

C.—PERVERSION. 

The Christian church has constantly perverted the 

purpose of education, but has never yet deserved the 


reproach of having neglected its means... From.the| 


very beginning the sect of the apostle-training Gal- 
ilean has been ə sect of assiduous educators. They 
were not satisfied with founding schools and opening 
their doors to all comers, but went forth in quest of 
new converts, and pursued their aim with a persist- 
ence of zeal and a versatility of skill that could not 
fail to accomplish its purpose. As soon as a suffi- 
cient increase of power enabled thém to control the 
institutes of primary instruction they turned their 
chief attention to the dogmatical education of the 
young. They derived no aid from the attractiveness 
and still less from the plausibility of their doctrine, 
but they realized Schopenhauer’s remark that “ there 
is in childhood a period measured by six, or at most 
by ten years, when any well-inculcated dogma, no 
matter how extravagantly absurd, is sure to retain its 
hold for life" And though the propagation of an 
unnatural creed is not favored by natural fertility, the 
naturally barren doctrine of renunciation was thus 
successfully propagated by a system of incessant 
grafting. By the skilful application of that process 
the most dissimilar plants were made subservient to 
its purpose. The “Worship of Sorrow” with its 
whining renunciation of worldly enjoyments, and iis 
indifference to health and physical education, was 
grafted on the manful naturalism of the Hebrew law- 
giver. Saint-worship, the veneration of self-torturing 
fanatics, was grafted on a stem of pagan mythology, 
and dozens of Christian martyrs hav thus usurped 
the honor and the sacrifices of pagan temples. 
Christian holidays were grafted on the festivals of 
the nature-loving Saxons. But persuasion failing, 
the missionaries of the cross did not hesitate to re- 
sort to more conclusive measures. Like refractory 
children cudgeled along the path of knowledge, the 
obstinate skeptics of northern Europe were harassed 
with fire and sword till they could not help admitting 
the dangers of unbelief. The gardenlands of the 
Albigenses were wasted till they found no difficulty 
in yearning for the peace of a better world. Philos- 
ophers were tortured in the. prisons of the Holy In- 
quisition till the sorrows of life favored the renuncia- 
tion of its hopes. 

For thirteen centuries the sunshine of millions of 
human hearts was ruthlessly sacrificed to promote 
the task of luring mankind from life to ghost-land, 
and during all those ages education was systématic- 
ally turned from a blessing into an earth-blighting 
curse. 

D.—PENALTIES OF NEGLECT, 

There is a story of a Portuguese slave-dealer who 
carried a private chaplain on his pay-roll, and fre- 
quently expressed his solicitude for the spiritual 


welfare of his shackled captives. A very similar - 
kind of spiritual duty has for centuries been made 
the excuse for an almost total neglect of secular 
education. . Divorced from the control of common 


| sense, religion soon degenerated into mere cere- 


monialism. A priest who would travel twenty miles 
through a snow-storm to supply a dying man with a 
consecrated wafer had no sympathy with the needs 
of the living. He would extort the last penny of his — 
tithes at the risk of starving a village full of needy — 
parishioners. He would groan at the sight of an 
unbaptized child, but had not a drop of water to cool 
the. brows of burning Moors or Jews. He would 
rave about the cruelty of a prince who. had ‘deprived 
the clergy of their mass-shillings, but had no ear for 
the laments of the exiled Moriscoes or the curses 
of starving serfs. ' 

Such was the morality which arrogated the right 
of suppressing that system of physical and intel- 
lectual education which had filled the homes of the 
Mediterranean nations with all the blessings of 
health, science, and beauty. Theological training 
had failed to kindle the dawn of a supernatural mil- 
lennium, but had thoroughly succeeded in extin- 
guishing the light of human reason. Not absolute 
ignorance only, but baneful superstition—worse than 


| ignorance by just as much as poison is worse than 


hunger—was for centuries the inevitable result of all 
so-called school-training ; and the traditions of that 
age of priest-rule have made religion almost a 
synonyme of cant. It also gave book-learning its 
supposed tendency to mental aberration. Can we 
wonder at that result of an age when the literary 
products of Christian Europe were confined almost 
exclusively to ghost-stories and manuals of cere- 
mony? Can we wonder that delusions of the most 
preposterous kind assumed the virulence of epidemic 
diseases? Maniacs of self-mutilation, of epileptic . 
contortions, of were-wolf panics, traversed Europe 
from end to end. Men gloried in ignorance, and 
boasted their neglect of worldly science till the con- 
sequences of that neglect avenged its folly in actual 
madness. 

The saddest of all the sad “it might have beens” 
is, perhaps, a reverie on the probable results of 
earlier emancipation—of the employment of thirteen 
worse than wasted centuries in scientific inquiries, 
agriculiural improvements, social and sanitary re- 
forms. We might have failed to enter the portals of 
the- New Jerusalem, but we would probably have 
regained our earthly paradise. . i 
. E.—REFORM. 

The days of the Holy Inquisition are past; but 
the restless propaganda of Jesuitry still shames the © 
inactivity of Rationalism. Our friends sit listless, 
relying on the theoretical advantages of their cause, 
while the busy intrigues of our enemies secure them 
all practical advantages. 

Even in our model republic only primary educa- 
tion stands neutral, while private enterprise has 
made nearly every higher college a stronghold of 
dogmatism. And even the semi-secularism of pri- 
mary instruction is more than offset by the ultra. 
orthodoxy of ‘‘Sunday-schools.” Millions of factory 
children have to sacrifice their only day of leisure at 
the bidding of their dogmatic task-master and with 
the timid connivance of their parents. “ We cannot 
row against the stream,” I have heard even Free- 
thinkers say. “Let the youngsters join the crowd; 
if it does them no good, it can do no harm.” ' But it 
will do harm, even beyond the waste of time and the 
wasted opportunities for health-giving exercise. The 
process of dogmatic inoculation may fail to serve its 
direct purpose, but the weekly repetition of the ex- 
periment is sure to contaminate the moral organism 
with unsound humors which may become virulent at 
unexpected times and, likely enough, undermine that 
very peace of the household which a short-sighted 
mother hoped to promote by driving her boys to 
Sunday-school, as she would drive troublesome cattle 


to a public pasture. . 


The Freethinkers of every community should com- 
bine to engage a teacher, or at least facilitate home 
instruction by collecting text-books of Secularism, 
such as Voltaire's “Philosophical Cyclopedia;” Rous- 
seau’s “Emilo” Hallam’s “History of the Middle 
Ages ;” Ingersoll’s pamphlets; Paine’s * Age of Rea- 
son ;” Lecky's “History of Rationalism” and “ His- 
tory of Morals ;” Lessing's * Nathan;" Goethe and 
Schiller’s *Xenions;" Darwin’s “Descent of Man ;” 
Plutarch’s Biographies; Trelawney’s “ Last Days of 
Shelley and Byron;” McDonnell’s Freethought nov- 
els; Parker Pillsbury's “Review of Sabbatarian Leg- 
islation ;’ Reade’s “Martyrdom of Man;" Bennett's 
“Gods and Religions of Ancient and Modern Times;” 
Gibbon’s “ History of Christianity ;' Keeler’s “Short 
History of the Bible?” “ Bible Myths and Their Par- 
allels in Other Religions ;’ “Supernatural Religion ;" 
Greg’s “Creed of Christendom ;" Lord Amberley's 
“Analysis of Religious Belief;" “Religion Not His- 
tory.” 

We should hav Freethought colleges and Secular 
missions, and even isolated Liberals might do better 
than “drift with the stream.” They might let their 
children pass their Sundays in the freedom of the 
forests and mountains to.worship the God of Nature 
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in his own temple, and learn a lesson from the 
parental devotion of their dumb fellow-creatures. 
She-wolves, deprived of their whelps, have been 
known to enter human habitations at night to guckle 


their young through the bars of a heavy cage. 


Thrushes and fly-catchers will enter an open window 
to feed or rescue their captive nestlings, and with a 
still wider sympathy a Liberal friend of mine tries to 
aid his neighbors’ children, as well as his own. Re- 
nouncing the hope of abolishing Sabbatarianism, he 


conceived the idea of controling it, and induced his 


neighbors to send their children to a “Sunday Gar- 


'den" with a free museum of pictures and. stuffed 
birds, gymnastic contrivances, and a little restaurant 
of free temperance refreshments—apples, peanuts, 
and lemonade. He defrays the expenses of the 
establishment, which his neighbors consider a sort of 
modified kindergarten; and under the name of 
“Sunday books” circulates a private library of purely 
secular literature. f 

“If life shall have been duly rationalized by 
science,” says Herbert Spencer, “parents wil learn 
to consider a sound physical constitution as an 
entailed estate, which should be transmitted unim- 
paired, if not improved ;” and with a similar rec- 

 ognition of social obligations Freethinkers should 
: endeavor to transmit to their children a bequest of 
unimpaired common sense. Loyalty to their Prot- 
estant ancestors, loyalty to posterity, and to the 
majesty of truth herself, should prompt us to stand 
bravely by our colors and train our children to con- 
tinue the struggle for light and independence. 

By the far-reaching influence of education Secular- 
ists should bridge the chasm which orthodoxy hopes 
to cross on the wings of faith. Secularism shall 
preach the gospel of immortality on earth. 


—_————_<0-4- -— ———- 
The Revisers Revised. 
II. 


Nearly every schoolboy has read the “ Arabian 
Nights Entertainment," but everybody does not 


know that the volume of stories popularly known by 


‘that title contains but a small selection from the 


original series, which numbers nearly or quite & 


thousand. These hav been done into English for 
the first time by & celebrated traveler and oriental 


scholar, printed for the author by an eminent English 
firm, and delivered to subscribers only. Each set 
comprises forty large octavo volumes, subscribed 
for at a guinea a volume, and a thousand sets were 
printed. The law against obscene publications being 


strictly enforced in England, they are not offered to 
the public at all, and are jealously guarded by those 
who hav charge of them. But (no matter how I 
obtained the privilege) I hav seen two or three of the 
volumes and dipped into them, and the wonder is 
why so much labor and money has been expended on 
such a heap of filthy trash (I was about to say), but 
seeing that the Spectator of Addison alludes to them 
as “those excellent Eastern allegories,” I qualify the 
term, and say pueril fables, calculated for the most 
part to gratify only prurient curiosity and.a libidinous 
taste. i 

"The tales are interspersed with a great deal of 
poetry, chiefly of an amatory kind, of which a literal 
and not a metrical translation is given. It bears 
a striking resemblance to the poetry of the Bible, 
particularly to that incomprehensible rhapsody known 
as Solomon’s Song. Poets, both ancient and modern, 
are responsible for an awful amount of nonsense and 
twaddle, but the Song of Solomon caps everything 
of the kind. How it became in the first place 
reckoned among the canonical books is a mystery 
that nobody can explain; but in order to account for 


its presence in the authorized English version, the. 


translators introduced some head-lines describing it 
as a kind of colloquy betwéen Christ and his church. 
A couple of sublime idiots Christ and his church 
must be if that be the character of their conversation. 
The dialogs of lovers are for the most part interest- 
ing only to themselvs, and as the newspapers say of 
a trial for attempt, “quite unfit for publication.” 
Yet this precious nonsense is published by the 
million, and distributed all over the habitable globe. 
One of the interlocutors must hav been a full- 
blooded negress, for she describes herself as “ black, 
but comely,” which shows a depraved taste on the 
part of her royal lover, who compares her to “a 
company of horses in Pharaoh’s chariot,” though 
why horses he does not say. 

He goes on to say that her cheeks are comely with 
rows of jewels, and her neck with chains of gold. 
She must hav worn a nose-ring, and ear-drops of 
immense size. Her mouth, no doubt, was large and 
her lips thick, but she had a good set of teeth with- 
out a gap, for they are described as “a flock of sheep 
which go up from the washing, whereof only one 
beareth twins and there is not one barren among 
them.” Her neck “is like the tower of David, 
builded for an armory, whereon there hung a thou- 
sand bucklers, all shields of mighty men.” She ap- 
pears to hav been a camp-follower and common trull, 
but there is no accounting for taste. Her royal lover 
sees beauties which are invisible to the skeptical 
reader, and minutely describe parts of her body that 
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are usually concealed, and would be best left to the 
imagination. (See ch. vii, 2.) The indelicacy of this 
citation must be excused, for the language is 
inspired and dictated by the Holy Ghost! .The 
original translators hav the credit of using plain 
Saxon-English, and in the general way call a spade a 
spade, but here their courage and outspokenness was 
for once at fault. They chose to use the wrong 
word, with the result of making absolute nonsense of 
the translation; and the revisers, having the same 
difficulty before them, elected to follow their exam- 
ple. The latter hav, it is true, left out the nonsens- 
ical heading by which it was intended to convey a 
mystical and spiritual meaning, under grossly carnal 
figures of speech. But if these be the words of truth 
and soberness, why did they not giv the whole truth 
and nothing but the truth? 1f, on the other hand, 
it is the imbecil raving of a besotted libertin, why 
did the revisers (who must hav been aware of the 
fact) allow it to be re-imposed on the world as the 
language of divine truth and wisdom? The mystical 
meaning was no doubt invented by the lecherous 
monks of the Middle Ages, to assist them in their 
designs on the daughters of the laity, to induce them 


. to enter convents, professedly as the spouses of Jesus 


Christ, but really as concubines of his ministers. 
And is it not much the same in the present day? Is 
not so-called “Christian love” merely another name 
for erotic impulse, and do not the ministers of 
Christ, as in the days of the Apostle Paul, “creep 
into houses, and: lead captiv silly women, laden with 
divers lusts?’ A nice employment for a Christian 
minister to read and expound the Song of Solomon 
in company with a female devotee, and it is not infre- 
quently done. Ovris. 


Fifth Annual Report of the Australasian Sec- 
ular Association, Melbourne. 


The Sunday evening lectures hav been carried on 
uninterruptedly and without. any interference from 
the authorities throughout the year. Mr. Symes, 
who has succeeded in attracting large and appreciativ 
audiences, has occupied the platform for the major 
portion of the time: During his absence on visits to 
Sydney and Tasmania, lectures were delivered by 
Mrs. A. L. Ballou and Messrs. W. W. Collins, M. 
Miller, and J. Donovan. 

. The week-night debates hav been well attended, 
especially since the removal to the new rooms, and 
the discussions hav been well maintained. 


The Sunday-school has been reorganized, and with 


every prospect of success. 

The science classes, through the winter. months, 
under the tuition of Messrs. Symes and Brookhouse, 
attract fair audiences, and are doing good work. 

Financially, the association has suffered somewhat 
from the prevailing depression, and in consequence 
the general fund is not so flourishing as at the close 


of the previous year. The last quarter has, however, 


shown a marked improvement, which we hope will 
be maintained. 

The building fund is steadily increasing, and its 
present value is about £2,000. The committee has 


effort, an additional £1,000 could be raised, a hall 
might be erected immediately and without further 
trouble. , 

Altogether, we hav every reason to be hopeful for 
the future. . 

During the past five years we hav been prosecuted 
by the government, denounced and slandered by the 
parsons and the press, and refused halls to lecture in, 
but in spite of all opposition we hav pushed our way 
along and beaten our enemies on almost every point ; 
we hav disseminated our opinions throughout the 
colony and made Freethought a household word, and 
the association is now on a sound basis and in a 
position to carry on the battle against superstition 
more vigorously than ever. 

J. N. Fryer, Secretary. 


Heretical Personalities. 


Carr. S. P. Putnam, who has just been promoted from 
secretary to president of the American Secular Union, enjoys, 
probably, the personal acquaintance of more Infidels than 
any other man in the country. This is because it is so easy 
to get acquainted with him. In physique Mr. Putnam is 
short and rotund, and his alimentativness runs away up in 
phrenological charts. There is not much formality about 
him, but he encompasses an enormous amount of humanity, 
and when he enters a man’s house he is at home at once. 
Mr. Putnam was once a shoemaker, and entered the army in 
the late civil war as a private, coming out a captain. Then 
he went to Dartmouth College and prepared for the ministry. 
He pursued the preacher business for several years, winding 
up in a Unitarian pulpit. Afterward he obtained a position 
in the custom-house here, and figured out the ad valorem and 
specific duty on assorted sizes of glass. In the civil service 
examination he was perfect in mathematics and super- 
excellent in everything but penmanship. His writing sent 
his average away down, and if our compositors had been on 
the examining committee it would hav been much lower. 


Mr. Putnam is a poet, but not a rhymester, and can see more 


glory in cactus, sage-brush, and rocks than a million ordi- 
nary mortals. This is why some of his descriptions of 
Western scenes are said by critics to be extravagant. He 
always looks on the bright side of things, and is endowed 


Turner’s Falls, Mass. 


offered a premium of £25 for competitiv designs for 
a Freethought hall, and are endeavoring to devise 
means to go on with the building. If, by another 


with boundless energy and hope. His hair and mustach | 
are turning gray because he thinks so much, and not from 
age, for he has been only forty years old since the memory of 


man runneth back. He is honest to the core; much too 


generous and &ccommodating for his own good, and afraid 
of neither man nor ghost. The ladies like him, and he likes 
them, and the Liberals hav done well in putting him at the 


head of the Union, with instructions to continue his cam- 
paign. Mr. Putnam’s chief failing is that he thinks that he 
can write novels. 
what, and refrained from writing them. 


But of late years he has reformed some- 


A YEAR or two ago George Hartley was the instrument of 
grace through whom Libera] lecturers spoke to the people of 
His last efforts in that town much pro- 
voked the ire of the Christians, and Mr. Hartley was boycot- 


ted by all the followers of the other-cheek-turning Nazarene. ` 
They conspired against him and against his business, and finally 
he was forced to 

Orange Lake, bought six hundred acres of land, and is now 
booming Orange Lake for all it is worth. One of his near 
neighbors is Professor Proctor, who has built a house there, 


eave town. He wentto Florida, located at 


and is contemplating the erection of a $20,000 observatory. 


Mr. Proctor’s brother, now living in France, is negotiating 
with Mr. Hartley for thirty-five of his six hundred acres, 
with a view to building a winter home.. Mr. Hartley con- 
siders himself on the road to wealth, which he regards as a 


fulfilment of the scripture statement that the righteous are 
never forsaken, nor their seed compelled to beg bread. 


Mr. Jerome Duron is one of the whilom Iowa war-horses 
of Liberalism. but lately he has given the better part of his 
attention to Greenbackism and labor politics. But we love 
him still, and copy the following good words for him from 
the Spectator of Wheatland, Iowa, where Mr. Dutton resides : 
“The Labor party could not hav very well made a better 
selection than that of Jerome Dutton for the legistature had 
they sifted the country. Of course it is absurd to think that 
he could be elected by the party nominating him, but the 
people of Clinton county might go farther and fare worse. 
As for Mr. Dutton’s politics we are at a loss to properly 
classify them, but as to his citizenship we do not hesitate a 
moment in saying that he is one of the most esteemed and 
respected in this part of the county. We do know, how- 
ever, that Mr. Dutton has ever been a sympathizer with the 
laboring elements and their political organizations, and could 
he be elected no stronger champion of their rights would be 
found in the house than he. Last fall he was nominated and 
elected justice of the peace by the Democrats, but this fall he 
is Tumming cn the wrong ticket, and therefore must be de- 
feated.” 


CHARLES Watts, who lectures much, may be known, by 
the friends who go to the depot to meet him. by his hight 
and size, English air, und big blue eyes. Mr. Watts is about 
six feet tall, of bony, muscular structure, sanguin, bilious 
temperament, and general bonAomie style. The first public 
lecture Mr. Watts ever gave was when he was fourteen 
years old, and bore the ambitious title of ** The Curse of the 
Nation, and the Remedy." For a youngster this was a 
reasonably large subject. Since then Mr. Watts has appeared 
in public several thousand times, and most acceptably to his 
audiences when they were not Christians. For many years 
he was co-editor with Bradlaugh of the National Reformer, 
and afterward editor and proprietor of the Secular Review, 
now owned and edited by W. Stewart Ross, England's most 
brillant and poetic Infidel. Mr. Watts used to be an 
Atheist, but is now an Agnostic—the same thing under 
another name. He is fifty-two years old, and counts one of 
the handsomest ladies of the continent, and two smart bovs 
and a girl, as his family possessions. Mr. Watts is a terrific 
debater, and, one lecturer says, cuffs his opponents about as 
an old-time pedagog did his scholars. He is par excellence 
an advocate, and had he taken to the law would hav cut out 
a brilliant career for himself. When good-natured he quotes 
Shakespere. When vexed he says “Um,” and wags his 
head. When traveling he takes a seat ina parlor car, and 
writes editorials and answers his correspondence. He is a 
long-headed, shrewd business man, a splendid lecturer, and 
a good editor. His Secwlar Thought is one of the civilizing 
agencies of Canada, and no country needs it more. 


Henry Gzonor's municipal ticket bears the names of two 
known Infidels—Louis F. Post and Frederick C. Leu- 
buscher. Mr. Post will be remembered by our older readers 
as the writer of '* Zruth’s Sunday Sermons,” transferred 
with Mr. Post’s corrections from that daily paper to these 
columns bv Mr. Bennett. As reporter, editor, lawyer, and 
assistant United States district attorney, Mr. Post is familiar 
to New Yorkers. Occasionally he has orated at Paine cele- 
brations, and he was one of the speakers at the banquet given 
D. M. Bennett on his return from around the world. Mr. 
Post now aspires to the district attorneyship of the city in 
place of Mr. Martine. He was an early convert to Georgism, 
having long been a labor sympathizer. He is short in 
stature, dark-haired, smooth-faced, with the exception of a 
light mustach, and rotund body. He is very brainy, and 
would make a good district attorney. Though a bosom 
friend of George and McGlynn, he hasn't ‘‘ worked the re- 
ligious racket " with much zeal. His part of the business is 
to answer objections to the land scheme. Frederick C. 
Leubuscher, the other known Infidelon the ticket, is a youug 
man about thirty, & member of the Society of Humanity, 
and has done some law work for THE Trurn Sznxer. He 
isa stenographer and lawyer, handsome and pert. with a 
keen eye to the main chance. While be believes in George's 
scheme, he makes no secret of the fact that he joined the 
United Labor party with his gaze fixed on the General Ses- 
sions judgeship, for which he is nominated. He has had no 
practice as a criminal lawyer, but would make as good a 
judge as most of the men now on the bench. Mr. Leu- 
buscher worked hard for George last fall, and deserves 
whatever political rewards his party can giv him. 
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Tax Rev. Charles F. Deems is measurably honest. Before 
the New Haven Congregationalist Club, in discussing the 
public schools, he said : ** Religion should not be taught in 
schools supported by general taxation, and children should 
not be sent to schools where religion is not taught. "There 
is none of necessity in the curriculum. None hav so much 
interest in our public schools as the Infidels, Agnostics, and 
Atheists. I oppose the system because it is unjust, un- 
American, injurious, unnecessary, and un-Christian. The 
end to be obtained is good ; the method of obtaining it, evil. 
According to my lights and opportunities T am bound to 
labor for the disestablishment of the common school.” Mr, 
Deems has much in common with the Catholics. 
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TWO THINGS WANTED. 


` First. We want some money from every friend who owes 
on his subscription to Taz TguTH SEEKER. The balance in 
"the bank from which to draw to satisfy the paper manufact- 
urers and the printer is very small, and we must increase it, 
"orrun in debt. "There are many hundreds of dollars owing 
us by subscribers, and we desire to kindly but firmly call 
" their attention to the matter. We need the money, and it is 
not right for them to keep it from us. We would also 
“respectfully suggest to, those whose subscriptions expire dur- 
‘ing the present month that now is the time to renew. We 
would call attention, too, to our club rates. Get a new sub- 
scriber, and so get your own paper cheaper. 
"" Second. We once more ask our friends to send us the 
“names of all the Infidels of their acquaintance who do not 
‘take Tuz Trura SxzkrmR. The intention is to send them 
“sample. copies of the paper with the hope that they may 
i ‘subscribe. 


Giv Thanks. 


In accordance with “immemorial custom,” broken 
only by the Infidel president, Thomas Jefferson, Mr. 
Grover Cleveland has issued the following proclama- 
tion: 

. By the President of the United States - 

, ‘The goodness and the mercy of God, which hav followed 
the American people during all the days of the past year, 
claim their recognition and. humble acknowledgment. By 
His omnipotent power He has protected us from war and pes- 
.tilence, and from every national calamity; by His gracious 
‘favor the earth has yielded a generous return to the labor of 
the husbandman, and every path of honest toil has led to 
comfort and contentment; by His loving kindness the hearts 
.of our people hav been replenished with fraternal sentiment 
‘and patriotic endeavor, and by His unerring guidance we hav 
been directed in the way of national prosperity. 

“To the end that we may, with one accord, testify our 
gratitude for all these blessings, I, Grover Cleveland, presi- 
dent of the United States, do hereby designate and set apart 
Thursday, the twenty-fourth day of November next, as a day 
.of thanksgiving and prayer, to be observed by all the people 
of the land. On that day let all secular work and employ- 
ment be suspended, and let our people assemble in their ac- 
customed places of worship, &nd with prayer and songs of 
praise giv thanks to our heavenly father for all that He has 
done for us, while we humbly implore the forgivness of our 
sins and a continuance of His mercy. 
^. * Let families and kindred be reunited on that day; and let 
their hearts, filled with kindly cheer and affectionate remi- 
‘niscence, be turned in thankfulness to the source of all their 
pleasures, and the giver of all that makes the day glad and 
. joyous. And in the midst of our worship and our happiness, 

let us remember the poor, the needy, and the unfortunate, 

“and by our gifts of charity and ready benevolence, let us in- 

. Crease the number of those who, with grateful hearts, shall 
join in our Thanksgiving. 

{Tn witness whereof I hav set my hand, ‘and caused the 

aeal of the United States to be hereunto affixed. 

zt Done at the city of Washington, this twenty-fifth day of 

.. October, in the year of our Lord 1887, and of the inde- 

pendence of the United States the one hundred and 
=” twelfth. GROVER CLEVELAND. 
^" By the president: 

ae ‘Tuomas F. BAYARD, Secretary of State.” 
Mr: Cleveland, in becoming president, it seems, 
has also become pious. This is well We trust it 
also betokens due repentance for his sins of early 


days. He should, however, remember the fate of 


Ananias and Sapphira, a gentleman and lady who 
lived some time ago, &nd made statements having 
about the same relativ agreement with facts that Mr. 
Cleveland’s recapitulation of causes for rejoicing does. 

We suppose it would be cruel to remind the 
pietists, whose mouthpiece Mr. Cleveland is, that 
since last Thanksgiving Day the United States army 
has had some disagreement with certain red men 
whose lands we hav taken—a disagreement which the 
red men called a war; that we hav had Asiatic 
cholera brought to our shores, and a pestilence 
averted only by science, but not by God; that the 
earth has zot returned full crops, but has been dried 
up with such exceeding dryness that thousands of 
farmers are nearly ruined; that honest toil has 
not led to comfort, and the honest toilers are 
notoriously discontented; that fraternal sentiment 
does not prevail, or Mr. Cleveland would not. hav 
been forced to rescind his famous battle flag order ;— 
and because it would be cruel to call attention to 
these things we forbear. Neither will we, in these 
piping times of peace and fraternal sentiment and 
comfort and contentment and gratitude to. God, 
snub our worthy president by asking where he ob- 
tained legal authority for the issuance of this docu- 
ment. Let it suffice that it is issued, and let us turn 
our attention to the matters in hand. Let us thank 
God. 

Let us thank Him for the poor we; hay with us. 
Let us thank Him that a year ago, on this blessed 
occasion, five thousand people had to be fed in the 
godly city of Boston by charity; that twice that 
number waited in rags, with blue hands and pinched 
faces, at the charitable doors of this city. 

Let us thank Him for the mighty storm that 
crushed in the deck of an ocean steamer, killing six 
men and injuring twelve others. An ocean storm is 
one of the grandest works of God. 

Let us thank Him for the religious riots in Belfast. 

Let us thank Him that Jay Gould has become a reg- 
ular attendant at church. 

Let us thank Him that more people got drunk in 
celebrating the last birthday of His Son than ever 
before. This betokens the spread of His own relig- 
ion, which givs us the blessing of Thanksgiving. Day 
and Grover Cleveland. ^ ^. 

Let us thank Him for the fire in Madras, India; 
which burnt up three hundred heathen, and thus 
helped settle the Andover controversy. 

Let us thank Him again for the wrecks of the Eliz- 
abeth and the Harvey Mills, by which forty-eight 
souls were added to the choir of the blest. 

Let us thank Him for the railroad collision at 
Tiffin, Ohio, which killed sixteen travelers. He holds 
us all in the hollow of His hand. 

Let us thank Him for the epidemic of measles in 
this city, by which several hundred children were 
saved from further sin on earth. 

Let us thank Him again for the Belfast riots. The 
blood of Catholic and Protestant is precious in His 
sight. 

Let us thank Him for the scores of cases of small- 
pox in this city. 

Let us thank Him once more for a Belfast riot. 

Let us thank Him for the wind-storm at Rochester, 
which swept down a bridge with all its occupants. 

Let us thank Him for the New Ross Irish riot. 

Let us thank Him for the earthquake along the 
Mediterranean coast, which added about two thou- 
sand souls to the angelic choir. 

Let us thank Him for the Missouri freshets, and 
the Kansas and Texas drouths. 


. Let us thank Him many times for more Belfast | 


religious fights. 

Let us thank Him for the tornado which destroyed 
thousands of dollars’ worth of property and many 
lives in Missouri and Kansas. The breath of God 
bloweth where it listeth. 

Let us thank him for Anthony Comstock. 

Let us thank Him for the coal-mine explosion in: 
British Columbia and the burial alive of two hundred 
miners. 

Let us thank Him for the Paris theater fire and 
the death of seventy people. The theater is the 
scene of the devil’s pernicious activity. — 

Let us thank Him that the death rate in large 
cities has been higher during the last twelve months 
of His unexampled blessings than ever before. 

Let us thank Him for the railroad horror of Illinois 
—one hundred and eighteen killed, and four hundred 
mangled and injured. 


Let us thank Him for the burning at sea of the 
City of Montreal and for the death of thirteen pre- 
sumed sinners. 

Let us thank Him for the B. & O. railroad wreck 
and the death of twenty persons thereby. 

Let us thank Him for the August ocean cyclone 
and for the scores of lives lost by drowning. 

Let us thank Him for the Exeter theater fire, by 
which He presented a hundred souls to His rival. 

Let us thank Him for sending the cholera to our 
shore from Italy. Especially should the people of 
Naples thank Him for the scourge which is reducing 
the population of the place by hundreds, and thus 
giving more room to those left by the mercy of God. 

And there are many other things, O Grover, for 
which we should thank the Lord, but which we in 
our weakness of memory forget. Archbishop Corri- 
gan should thank Him for Dr. McGlynn, and Mr. 
Powderly should sacrifice much for Cardinal Gibbons, 
The merchants of Chicago, St. Louis, Atlanta, and 
other towns should thank Him for President Cleve- 
land’s wife; Bishop Potter, for Miss Catharine Wolf 
and the power of love; Dr. Field should rejoice 
that Colonel Ingersoll livs to giv him fame; and the 
Christian church owes immeasurable thanks for the 
great general spread of foolishness. 

So, taking it all in all, there is uncommon cause 
for. thankfulness this year, even if we do but rejoice 
that matters are no worse. And that they are not, 
we Suppose, we owe to the same divine being who 


has made them as bad as they are. 
te 


The Poet of Passion Moralizes. 

Ella Wheeler Wilcox has, it seems,.been made 
welcome to the Ingersoll mansion, and has made a 
commercial transaction of her visits. In doing it, 
she has also found space to talk back to the great 
heretic, and emphasize her own belief in Christianity. 

There is something remarkable in the fact that no 
eritic of Colonel Ingersoll, no matter how hard they 
try, can be fair. Dr. Field made the most strenuous 
exertion to be courteous to Colonel Ingersoll, and in 
the sincerity of his Christian stupidity thought he 
had succeeded. But he deliberately accused Colonel 
Ingersoll of being dishonest and not believing what 


| he: preached.. Mrs. Wilcox has gone somewhat be- - 


yond Dr. Field in penning miserable little flings at a 
man who she has to acknowledge is good and 
great, but who happens to differ from her on theo- 
logical matters. There is something about orthodox 
Christianity which makes its adherents stupid as 
moles. They calmly call an Infidel dishonest, tell 


-him that he has done an infinit deal of harm in the 


world, that though his own life is kind and generous 
and a magnificent example, he is yet a monster of 
wickedness, and all the time they are saying these 
polite things they seem blissfully unconscious of 
even transgressing the bounds of good breeding. 


Such pachydermatous simplicity is amusing to be- 


hold, but hardly elevates its possessors or their 
religion in the estimation of unprejudiced folks. 

Supposing we should take Mrs. Wilcox’s “ Poems 
of Passion,” and proceed with our assertions as 
idiotically as. she has done in her description of 
Colonel Ingersoll’s followers. Here is a sample of 
Mrs. Wilcox’s poetry : l 


“ She touches my cheek, and I quiver— 
I tremble with exquisit pains; 
She sighs—like an overcharged river 
My blood rushes on through my veins; - 
She smiles—and in mad-tiger fashion, 

`- As a she-tiger fondles her own, 
I clasp her with fierceness and passion, 
And kiss her with shudder and groan. 


** Once more, in our love's sweet beginning, 
I put away God and the World ; 
Once more, in the joy of our sinning, 
Are the hopes of eternity hurled. 
There is nothing my soul lacks or misses 
As I clasp the dream-shape to my breast; 
In the passion and pain of her kisses 
Life blooms to its richest and best. 


** O ghost of dead sin unrelenting, 
Go back to the dust, and the sod! 
Too dear and too sweet for repenting, 
Ye stand between me and my God. 
If I, by the Throne, should behold you, 
Smiling up with those eyes loved so well, 
Close, close in my arms I would fold you, 
And drop with you down to sweet Hell!” 


Another, giving Mrs. Wileox's ideas of the right 
argument to bring sinners to God : 


“ I hav lived this life as the skeptic livs it, 
Thav-said the sweetness was less than the gall 


“Praising, nor cursing, the Hand that givs it, . 
I hav drifted aimlessly through it all. 
I hav scoffed at the tale of a so-called heaven, 
. I hav laughed at the thought of a Supreme Friend ; 
U. Ihav said that it only to man was given 
To liv, to endure; and to die was the end. 
‘ But now I know that a good God reigneth, 
Generous-hearted, and kind and true, ~ 
Since unto a worm like me he deigneth 
. To send so royal a gift as you. 
Bright as a star you gleam on my bosom, 
Sweet as a rose that the wild bee sips; 
And I know, my own, my beautiful blossom, 
That none but a God could mold such lips. 
** And I believe, in the fullest measure 
That ever a strong man's heart could hold, 
. In all the tales of heavenly pleasure 
By poets sung, or by. prophets told; 
For in the joy of your shy, sweet kisses, 
Your pulsing touch and your languid sigh, 
Iam filled and thrilled with better blisses 
Than ever were claimed for souls on high. 


* And now I hav faith in all the stories 
Told of the beauties of ünseen lands; 
Of royal splendors and marvelous glories 
Of the' golden city not made with hands 
For the silken beauty of falling tresses, 
Of lips all dewy and cheeks aglow, 
With—what the mind in a half trance guesses, 
Of the twin perfection of drifts of snow ; 
** Of limbs like marble, of thigh and shoulder, 
Carved like a statue in high relief— . 
These, as the eyes and the thoughts grow bolder, 
Leave no room for an unbelief. 
So my lady, my queen most royal, . 
My skepticism has passed away ; 
If you are true to me, true and loyal, 
I will believe till the Judgment-day." 
. What could we not say about the pernicious in- 
: fluence of such sensuous teaching! What sarcasm 
could not be used against such a religious argument! 
: Every word of criticism directed against Swinburne 
bears with added force on Mrs. Wilcox’s poems. But 
it would be cruel to retort upon her criticism of 
.those who agree with Colonel Ingersoll, that she has 
-imitated Swinburne’s sensuous style and exceeded 
his poetie license, but with no comprehension of his 
great brain and greater heart—simply aping his 
videas, and living in the midst of viciousness. If one 
of Colonel Ingersoll’s mental friends should say that 
“to her;she would:be justified in telling him that he 
-was not a gentleman. With the circumstances actu- 
‘ally reversed, what. is one of Colonel Ingersoll’s 
- friends justified in saying to Mrs. Wilcox ? "tr 
Mrs. Wileox has written many fine poems, some of 
: them necessarily of a pessimistic tone, as she relates 
“the world’s travel “through the narrow aisles of 
pain.” We wonder if in writing them she did. not 
feel the folly and fallacy of her religion and of her 
views of a future life? Is the great Swinburnian 
_poetess laying down her arms before the battle is 
over, acknowledging her religion a failure, her savior 
a myth, her heaven an idle dream ? 

Supposing Mrs. Wilcox should entertain some 
genius who ground out copy for the newspapers, at 
so much a column, a few evenings in her beautiful 

‘home, and that genius should say all this to the 
. public? Supposing he said that while Mrs. Wilcox’s 
rhyming was good, she was tearing down morality, 
and painting the “raptures and roses of vice" in 
such attractiv colors as to lead astray the young 
maidens of the land? Supposing he wrote, too, that 
she didn’t care how many were ruined so long as she 
sold her books? Supposing this genius added that 
she gave her gift of poesy to tumbling over the idols 
of the fireside, and further said that her readers 
were low-impulsed, coarse-grained people, who see 
only the sensuality in her poems, and do not appre- 
ciate their art and merit; and when rebuked for 
vicious, immoral lives, say they are followers of Ella 
Wheeler Wilcox, and “don’t believe in no morality, 
nohow,” and quoted this reminiscence of a rake to 
. prove that Mrs. Wilcox believed in “ freelove?" 
“ Two small slippers with big rosets, 
Peeped out under your kilt-skirt there, 
While we sat smoking our cigarets 
(Oh, I shall be dust when my. heart forgets !) 
And singing that selfsame air; 
And between the verses for interlude, 
I kissed your throat, and your shoulders nude. 


** "You were so full of a subtle fire, 
You were so warm and so sweet, Lisette; 
You were everything men admire, 
And there were no fetters to make us tire, 
For you were—a pretty grisette. 
But you loved, as only such natures can, 
With a love that makes heaven or hell for a man.” 


Would Mrs. Wilcox consider that a certificate of: 


| condemned it then?" 
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‘her own purity absolved this genius from the com- 


mission of gross injustice? = 

We are glad that even so obtuse a Christian as 
Mrs. Wileox has testified to the nobility of the life 
and character of a man whom every Freethinker in 
the world admires—for in the years to come this tes- 


timony, wrung from a follower of the meanest of all 


religions, may be used against other followers of that 
religion—but as one in intellectual agreement with 
Colonel Ingersoll we must rebuke her cruel and ig- 
norant estimate of the character of Infidels. © 
— 1 A——— — —— 


Mr. Tucker and His Opinions. 


Our beloved friend Tucker is again troubled at 
something we hav said, and in another column allit- 
erativly accuses us of misrepresenting him. But, we 
ask, are we to blame if his thought is so obscurely 
expressed that the meaning is not apparent? If he 
did not mean to condemn us for condemning the 
judge who tried C. B. Reynolds, why did he say 
this: “If that enterprising paper [Tae Trurs Szrxer | 
will hammer the skull of this idiot of the bench [the 
judge who tried Tueber, the victim of the Hoboken 
police outrage] as vigorously as it did that of the 
better-deserving magistrate who tried C. B. Rey- 
nolds, Liberty will applaud it as warmly now as it 
Mr. Tucker is not lacking in 
linguistic gifts; why, did he choose those words if 
they did not' convey his thought? His explanation 
does not explain at all. Mr. Tucker’s position in the 
Reynolds matter was, and we think is, that Liberals 
who will defend a law made by a majority ought to 
be subject to that law, and take uncomplainingly 
whatever befalls them. In other words, Mr. Tucker 
thinks that Mr. Reynolds was served just right because 
Liberals uphold the governmental system which 
givs majorities the power to make laws. But even this 
does not make Mr. Reynolds's judge better deserving 
at our hands than Mr. Tueber’s judge. We believe 
first that government is necessary. Just how much 
‘government, is apart from the question, for Mr. Tucker 
holds that no government is better than any at all. 
Admitting that government is necessary, our position 
is that it must be by the people themselvs, as ex- 


pressed by them and enforced by representativs duly 
chosen. The people of this country hav drawn up a 
federal Constitution, contrary to which no state can 
go. Through the influence of Infidelity another 
name for liberty—this Constitution is a good one, 
and guarantees free speech. Mr. Reynolds exercised 
his constitutional guarantee and was punished by an 
unconstitutional law of New Jersey administered by 
a judge of that state. We condemned the judge for 
his action, and Mr. Tucker condemned us for con- 
demning him. Now, who was right, the law-violating 
judge (for the United States Constitution is the 
supreme law of the land), or the law-upholding Trura 
Srexer, or the Anarchistic Liberty which denounces 
all laws—even those guaranteeing free speech, though 
not free speech itself—but applauds their unright- 
eous, illegal, and tyrannical enforcement, except in a 
case where they restrain an Anarchist? 

In this country, in discussing the good and evil of 
government, we must go to the fountain-head, the 
federal Constitution. In sentencing Mr. Reynolds 
the judge went contrary to that instrument, and 
therefore he did noé do his duty, the eminent Boston 
Anarchist to the contrary notwithstanding. 

The people of the United States hav limited the 
powers of their officers by carefully drawn docu- 
ments, unchangeable except by their own will. 
When officers or states exceed their delegated 
powers or overstep their constitutional limitations, 
we condemn them. Mr. Tucker, in his hasty and 
revolutionary zeal, applauds them. If he would 
pause but & moment to think, he would see that the 
wrong is not in the system but in the administra- 
tion. The supreme law forbids the punishment of a 
man for telling what he thinks; the Anarchists revile 
that prohibition because it has been broken. 

With such exponents as Mr. Tucker it is not sur- 
prising that Anarchistic philosophy makes little head- 


way. 
e 


Our Friends, the Presbyterians. 

The Presbyterian state synod's .committee on 
religion and publie education hav made to that body 
the following recommendations : 

** 1, That the synod affirm its conviction that our national 
vigor and permanence are guaranteed only by a religiously- 


grounded morality. 
“2, That without claiming it to be the province of the 


state to teach religion for religion's sake, the synod should 
yet confess its belief that, in order to promote the state's 
own interest, there should be in every school maintained by 
the state the inculcation of such principles of dependence 
upon God and obligation to him as are essential to: sound 
learning, safe character, and wholesome citizenship. ^. 

** 8. That the synod should encourage the appointment of 
Such teachers as shall be in accord with the spirit of the 
Second recommendation, and bring the entire weight of its 
influence to bear against whatever, by statement or sugges- 
tion, shall antagonize the claims of the God upon whom we 
depend and to whom we owe obligation. 

** 4, That your committee should be continued, and should 
hav it for its duty to communicate to the synod whatever 
information it may be able to secure as to the policy pursued 
in this particular direction in other Christian countries, and 
the results respectivly reached, and to scrutinize and report 
upon whatever attempts may be made to introduce Atheistic 
teaching into our public schools. e 

“5. That the synod should instruct its ministers publicly 
to recognize the difficulties in which the case is involved, 
and to bring those difficulties to bear as an argument for 
more thorough, intelligent, and faithful religious instruction 
on the part of the family, Sunday-school, and the church.” 


We suppose that the benefits of a religiously- 
grounded morality are testified to by the lecherous 
priests, rascally deacons, and defaulting Sunday- 
school superintendents of the present time. Canada 
ought to be avery moral country. If sound learn- 
ing, safe character, and wholesome citizenship depend 
upon a belief in “ God,” will the synod tell us which 
God, and why it is that the Atheists of the United 
States are as a body the best citizens we hav? . The 
penitentiaries are full of believers in God. Again, 
wil the synod explain why the people must. pay 
taxes to support teachers who are the advocates of a 
system of theology before they are instructors in 
secular education ? 

In other words, if the Presbyterians desire that 
the church shall run the state, upon what principles 
of justice will they defend themselvs from the charge 
of arrogance and religious intolerance? In ancient 
days Presbyterians administered affairs secular as 
well as religious; the school, the family, the town, 
the state, were all under Calvinistic domination. 
Blood flowed freely then, and the theocracy made of 
the church a religious slaughter-house. It took two 
hundred years for the people to break the rule of the 


Presbyterians, and it cost uncounted lives and untold 
suffering. For the people now to reinstate the 
miserable scamps would be to crawl back to the 
little Dark Age of the seventeenth and eighteenth 
centuries. 

If the Presbyterians were not so narrow and 
bigoted, they could see the foolishness of their 
synodical proposition. 

o i 

Mrs. SLENKER writes: ‘‘ Here we are once more in Abing 
don, in good spirits and ready to do battle for free speech 
and free mails. We left home Saturday at 2 p.m. (after the 
mail came in). I received a few cheery letters as a stimulus 
to start upon, in one of which was inclosed $7 for & pair of 
blankets from our woolen mill. The writer kindly says: 
‘Of course I can buy much cheaper blankets, but don’t want 
them, and more, I want something to remember the brave 
words and deeds of ** Aunt Elmina” by, and know of poth- 
ing that would oftener remind one of her than that which 
brings constant solid comfort.’ Now, this is ever so nice a 
compliment to me, and I think when he gets the solid wear, 
as well as ‘ solid comfort,’ out of said blankets, he will find 
them fully as cheap as less costly ones, for the price doesn’t 
always represent the real value. The day was the first 
warm, Sunshiny one of the week, and we had a pleasant ride 
of ten miles from Snowville to Central—Mr. Slenker, Mr. W. 
(one of my witnesses and personal friends), the driver,. and 
myself. Our son Oscar had been at Richmond fair, and at 
the laying of the corner-stone of Lee’s monument, and he 
met us at Central on his way home. We had a four hours’ 
wait at Central before our train arrived, but some friends 
came in and enlivened the time with cheery chat, and one 
special friend took the same train and rode along with us as 
faras Marion. We had hardly got seated when Mr. Barclay, 
my decoy, who sat in the seat in front of ours, turned and 
greeted me as cordially and kindly as if he were a real friend. 
And right across the aisle an old gentleman spoke to me, 
whom I at first took to be Mr. Ronald, but a moment after 
saw it was Diana. I had not hoped for his coming, so it was 
a very agreeable surprise, and with him was Mr. Chamber- 
lain, the one man in whose hands rests more of the results of 
the war than perhaps in those of any or all others. Though 
we had long been correspondents, we had never before met. 
We steamed out of Central, but were over an hour in going 


the first mile, owing to a coupling drawing out from between 
two of the cars. So we were all pretty tired by the time we 
reached the Colonnade Hotel and ready for ‘ tired nature’s 
sweet restorer.’ We found a large, warm room prepared for 
us, and in a few moments sank as quietly in the embraces of 
old Morpheus as if we were off on a pleasure trip. This 
morning we awoke to find a cold wave striking the place and 
snowflakes thickly falling, a sudden change from the warm 
and sunny weather of yesterday. Variety is the spice of 
life, so we will make the most and the best of whatever 
comes, knowing that there is more sunshine than shade and 
more joy than sorrow in the cup of the majority of life's 
children." i 
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has come, in self-defense, for us to be up and doing, showing 
by our daily records that we hav been-emancipated from the 
myths of the past, and try by every means to impress the 
minds of our friends with the unbounded joy and happiness 
of working for universal mental liberty. Mrs. K. PARKER. 


Letters from Sriends. 


Souta Pursto, Cor., Oct. 17, 1887. 

Mz. Eprror: I had the extreme pleasure of listening, 
about two weeks ago, to a splendid exposition of the princi- 
ples of Liberalism by Mr. Phelps, at a hamlet near Albu- 
querque, away down on the Rio Grande. I intended to send 
you an extended synopsis of the address, but fear I shall be 
intruding. 

Iam not a subscriber to THz TRUTH SEEKER, but I am 
reading my cousin’s paper. I shall send you several sub- 
scriptions soon, my own among the number. . 

Wut A. TERRY. 


OxNTHIANA, KY., Oct. 16, 1887. 


Mo., as using the following language in a lecture on the 
divinity of Christ: ‘‘The old delusion that Christ was born 
of a virgin is too absurd for any preacher to preach or any- 
body to believe.” Icould hardly believe that the Campbel- 
lites were evoluting so fast; and, thinking there might be 
some mistake, I wrote to Elder Coke in regard to it, and re- 
ceived the inclosed reply, which speaks for itself. Of course 
Ihav no means of knowing who is mistaken, but, in justice 
to all parties, and especially the readers of Taz TRUTH 
SzEkER, I would like to see this note with Elder Coke’s 
reply published in Tue TaurH SEEKER. I believe in telling 
the naked truth if the heavens fall. 


SyonomisH, Wasu. TER., Oct. 7, 287. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed find $16, to pay for five new re- 
cruits and the reénlistment of three veterans. I think 
the time is not far distant when we shall be able to increase 
your.subseription list very materially in this part of the 


Mr. Eprror: In Taz TRurH SEEKER of 1st inst. Dr. C. L. 
Carter, of Holden, Mo., represents Elder Coke, of Nevada, 


Washington and Franklin. Brother Graham's vision does 
not reach very far from home, I fear, and I judge that his 
past life has been fortunate. Will he please take THE TRUTH 
SEEKER of August 20th and read over ‘‘ The Gospel Racket,” 
and note the extract from the Hartford Zraminer ? Will he 
take his history and read of the times just after the war 
closed and the adoption of the Constitution; how a rebellion 
arose in Massachusetts, and courts of law (slavery) were 
closed by mobs armed to resist the collection of debts and 
taxes; and four thousand of the trained slaves were sent by 
the slave power (the governor) to put down the insurrection, 
and fourteen were found guilty of treason! And the great 
convention was at work for four months, and came near dis. 
solving without accomplishing anything; and when it was 
finished and signed, the people at once were divided by it 
into two strong political parties upon the good or evil that 
they feared or hoped would follow the adoption of the new 
political creed. Let Mr. Graham read more carefully than 
he has ever done the past history of this so-called free coun- 


try, and then tell me where to find the liberty which after a 


country. We hav Prof. J. H. Cook, of Columbus, Kan., 
with us. He is a veteran in the cause of humanity, and is 
quite an accession to our town. He has concluded to make 
this his home for the balance of bis days. 

The Liberals of this place are looking forward with much 
interest to the time when Mr. Reynolds will visit us. He is 
looked upon as a martyr to the cause of humanity, and we 
will giv hima warm reception. J. S. Martin. 


CrrEsoo, Mion., Oct. 18, 1887. . 
Mr. Eprror: Your missiv reached me all right, and that 
is the right way to protect yourselvs. I hav been very sick 
and like to die, and had three sons and one daughter come 
clear from Denver, Col., to attend my funeral, but I gave 


hundred years makes every worker poorer, deeper in slavery 
at night than when he went to work in the morning ; that 
has brought us to that time when thousands can declare they 
hav no pleasure in them and prefer death to slavery. 

m J. H. Woop. 


Very truly, H. A. BEAMER. 


THE PREAOHER’S GENTLE NOTE, : 
NzvapA, Mo., Oct. 7, 1887. 

H. A. Beamer, Cynthiana, Ky., Dear Sir: Yours of the 
8d inst. is before me. . 

Isuppose you mean the lecture at Warrensburg (‘‘ Hol- 
den ?). . 

First. I was not discussing in the paper the divinity of 
Christ only constructivly or incidentally. 

Second. No! I did not say: ‘The old .delusion that 
Christ was born of a virgin is too absurd for any preacher to 
preach or anybody to believe.” Nor anything kin to it. 
No allusion was made to it in the paper. Whoever reported 
it, saying I said it, is a War. Yours truly, E. B. Coxx. 


DxoATun, ILL., Sep. 80, 1887. 

Mr. EpiroR: I hav been waiting with the utmost impa- 
tience for some one of your readers to giv the desired infor- 
mation called for by our worthy and Liberal friend, J. D. 
Shaw, of Waco, Texas. : . 

Since no one seems to take up the gauntlet in defense of 
| Liberalism and human justice, I beg leave of you, Mr. Editor, 
to allow me a limited space in Taz TxvuTH SEEKER to throw a 


old Death the slip once more. But it is only a matter of a 
short time with me, as I am eighty-two. Inclosed find 
postal for your paper for six months longer, and then, if I 
liv, I will renew. Iwant the grand old TRUTH SEEKER as 
long as I liv. I consider it the most useful paper to the 
human family I ever saw in print. May it liv for a thou- 
sand years, and a thousand more papers just like it. The 
human family needs them all. Taos. Kyieur. 


Detroit, Micu.; Oct. 5, 1887. 

Mr. Epitor: Brother James Graham has taken exceptions 
to my article in Taz TRurH SEEKER of September 8d, but 
he did not read the article with care, so as to get its full 
meaning. Now, the question of liberty is certainly the most 
important of any-and all that ever came before the mind of 
mankind. It has been sought for, fought for, labored for, 
prayed for, daily for thousands of years; often won, often 
possessed, but never enjoyed. It is the hope and desire of 
all people, yet has never been understood or appreciated. 
Brother Graham does not know what makes slavery, or what 
constitutes liberty. It is one thing to be a Freethinker, and 
quite another to be a free man. For eighteen hundred years 
hav the Christians been telling the people that there is & 
God; ‘‘ason of God, most singularly and unnaturally born; 
a heaven and a hell, locations unknown;” and hav formu- 
lated a creed to suit these claims and stories, none of which 
they hav ever given any proof of. Just so hav certain per- 
sons in all lands formed governments and declared the peo- 
ple living under those governments free; and hav formu- 


Laxe Provivencs, La., Oct. 19, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: Right recently we had a series of protracted 
mectings at this place, of the Methodist persuasion, in which 
the officiating D.D. abused people most unmercifully for 
dancing and said many insulting things about them. 

Now, I hav long been of the opinion that the church had 
no right to prevent its members from dancing; that there 
was no authority in their ‘‘ Holy Bible” for so teaching ; and, 
if they are endeavoring to teach ‘‘God’s word ” just as it is, 
they hav no authority from it to condemn dancing unless 
they can prove that in and of itself it is immoral, which 

none can do. Now, I want to ask you to send me all the 
passages of scripture bearing upon that subject, either in 
Tux TnuTH SEEXEX or in private letter, and I think it would 
be edifying to many to see an article from your pen in Tux 
Trorn SEEKER on that subject. I know it would to me. I 
think Tne Trora SEEKER is a most excellent paper, and I 
read it and hand it to à few of my Liberal friends. 

There is a great deal of skepticism here, but very little 
enlightened skepticism. People doubt because there are 
many things in orthodoxy revclting to common sense, but 
they never investigate further. 

Hoping all success to the cause of Liberal enlightenment, I 
remain, Yours truly, F. M. Keruin. 


hav dinged their declarations of liberty and freedom in the 
ears of the people continuously, that the people may believe 
them for their much speaking. And it must be acknowl- 
edged that they hav been too successful. Yet they hav 
never yet formed a free government any more than has the 
kingdom of heaven come to hand, and it is about time that 
Liberals should take thought whether they are working for 
liberty or slavery, for it looks to me as if they hav a creed, 
called the Nine Demands of Liberalism, which is just as use- 
less as are the Thirty-nine Articles of the orthodox creed. 
Certain I am that not one of them will ever become useful 
until our government is made free, and when that is done the 
Nine Demands will not be wanted. 

Now, Iam glad that Brother Graham has read and com- 
mented on my letter, and I hope that every reader and writer 
for Toe TRUTH SEEKER will seriously read it and think upon 
it. Isaid that the people of this country were slaves under 
the English government. I challenged any man to show a 
line or sentence in all past history of this country that even 
proposes to make the people free. On the contrary, the gov- 
ernment has never recognized in any manner the least 
shadow of right of the people to either life, liberty, or to pur- 
sue their happiness. ‘‘ The political creed of the country, 
the Constitution, provides all necessary powers for alienating 
every right from the people, but neither provides nor recog- 
nizes any rights of the people to life, liberty, or to pursue 
their happiness.” Brother Graham says it is true that slavery 
was permitted to exist for a time, etc. This is not so; slav- 
ery was not permitted to exist, for all were slaves under gov- 
ernment, by the very nature of the government. Freedom 
never did, never can, exist under any government that has 
ever yet been formed. Slavery is the natural and inevitable 
consequence of such governments. 

Brother Graham says that Jefferson sowed the seeds of 
liberty when he declared that all people are endowed with 
an inalienable right to life, liberty, and to pursue their hap- 
piness. Yet Mr. Jefferson lived many years, and saw the 
government enslave all of the people, and alienate every 
vestige of those rights which he had declared were inalien- 
able. Now, what does Mr. Graham understand to be the 
meaning of the word ‘‘inalienable?” He knows that the 
gallows has been in frequent, and has come to be an almost 
daily requisition in some parts of this country, so common 
that mobs frequently make a true answer to save time and 
trouble, and often the people go through the performance 
themselvs as a short road out of slavery! To me the word 
‘‘inalienable” means that no power but that which conferred 
those rights has the right to interfere with or abridge them; 
and if this is true, then are the people of this country not 
only slaves, but they are through their government also daily 
murderers, robbers, and thieves; for we claim that ours is a 
government of the people. 

Mr. Graham says nowhere else has the poor man enjoyed 
so fair a chance to better his condition as in the land of 


n ANAuEIM, CAL., Sep. 24, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: The paper and picturcs improve each week. 
I hay been looking over Elmina’s epistles to see if I could 
find anything in the past ten years that contained a sugges- 
tion of obscenity. I fail to find a word. I hav conversed 
with those that hav read her ideas in public and private, and 
all are unanimous in the opinion that she has given much 
needed wise instruction, all of a nature to raise our standard 
of morality, truth, and virtue. I think if she were a member 
of some orthodox church the people would put her on the 
list as a very deserving Christian. Alas! the false views held 
by fashionable women! One of them was saying to me: 
“My daughter attends a non-sectarian college." I asked, 
** Do they hav prayers?” ‘“ Why yes, of course.” ‘‘ Well," 
said I, ‘then it’s not non-sectarian.” ‘‘ Oh, yes it is,” she 
said; ** why, anyone that belongs to the Baptists, Catholics, 
or anybody that pays, can go.” TJ replied, * I should prefer 
the time of prayers, telling God what he must know, spent 
more profitably.” *''Oh, you are an Infidel; don’t believe in 
a Ged; that is awful. I fear when you lie on your death- 
bed you will ask God in vain. Oh, I hope you will repent 
before it is too late. Really, madam, I am surprised at a 
woman holding Ingersoll’s views.” ‘‘ Well," said I, ‘ sup- 
pose we try and understand our own views. Thirty years 
ago I tried to believe as you do, but to-day I am happy to 
inform you that I hav found that humanity is more necessary 
to God than God can possibly be to them.” You ought to 
see the look she gave me (she is a member of the church) to 
hear such a statement. She tried to make me understand 
that our immaculate civilization was all owing to what Chris- 
tianity had done for it; that Christians had a monopoly of 
morality; that if my ideas were taught to the young they 
"would hav no restraint, etc. I gave her my ideas, off-hand, 
of the impurities contained in their guide-book, and offered 
her & premium if she or her minister would read before an 
intelligent audience some plain selections from it. Her hus- 
band stood by, and when she found herself cornered she 
said, ** Why don't you stand up for your religion?” Smil- 
ing, he replied, ‘‘I think you are both doing as well without 
me." Afterward I found he did not believe it himself. He 
was able to outgrow the old superstitions and still liv with a 
fanatic in peace. Now, Liberals, men and women, the time 


tated a Constitution; «creed; to suit ther ideas of liberty, and” 


faint light upon this wanted information. No doubt Mr. 
Shaw has been apprised of the facts long ere this, but no 
doubt that your many readers are equally interested as him- 
self about this misrepresentation. 


In Tue TRUTH SEEKER of September 8d. Mr. Shaw says: 


“Rev. W. F. Black, a pedantic Campbellite preacher, who 
commended himself to the Christian people of this city by 
claiming some relationship with the late Judge Jeremiah 
Black, and as having preached in the city where: Colonel 
Ingersoll was raised, tells his congregations that he once con- 
verted and baptized twenty-seven out of twenty-eight mem- 
bers of a Liberal League in Mechanicsburg, Ill. 
ing this I wrote to Mr. A. H. Martin, a stauch Liberal and a 
man of truth, who resides at that place. In reply to my 
letter Mr. Martin said: ‘‘Mr. Black says that he baptized 
twenty-seven out of twenty-eight persons belonging to the 
Liberal League. 
three constitutional members, making in all thirteen mem- 
bers. 
think so?. And they were weak-kneed members at that.” 
“And now if said Black said he-baptized- twenty-seven out of 
twenty-eight, and said it on his own responsibility, what does 
he tell? A—a—a—you know. But sometimes these shep- 

herds tell things to boom up their orthodoxy like Paul. f 
Black, when preaching here, said to his congregation that 
Paine, while he was writing the ‘‘ Age of Reason,” had never 
read the Bible. 
up and down, exclaiming, *I know what I am talking 
about.” I would say to the Liberals who hav read the ‘‘ Age 
of Reason," ** You know that Black does not know what he 
is talking about." 
the first part of the ‘‘Age of Reason" he did not hav the 
Bible, but quoted it only from memory. I wonder if Mr. 
Black could do as well, had it not been that he spent the 
greater part of his life dreaming over that old mass of super- 
stitious fables? While Mr. Black was telling his congrega- 
tion at Waco that he was related to Judge Black, why did he 
not inform them, also, as to what relation he was to Prof. 
W. F. Black, who, several years ago, eloped with another 
man’s wife, and went to St. Louis? And while they were 
there spending their honeymoon, the newsboys of Indian. 
apolis were running about the streets vending their papers, 
yelling, ‘‘ All about the Black scandal,” pointing at the same 
time at the large heading, ‘‘ The Black Scandal.” 
again if Mr. Black ever saw the little pamphlet called ** The : 
Crimes of Preachers." 
to send at once to THE TRUTH BEEKER and secure a copy, 
wherein he will find an elaborate list of the somewhat un- 
fortunate holy shepherds, with their beautiful behavior re- 
spectfully attached thereto. 
collected only about nine hundred of these fallen heroes for 
Christ’s sake in the space of six years. 
years the Black scandal of Indianapolis was added to this 
nine hundred list. 


Upon read- 


There were but ten charter members and 


Out of these he baptized four. Prodigous! don’t you 


Mr. 


As he said these words he brought his hand 


Paine does say that while he was writing 


I wonder 


If he has not, I would advise him 


The author of this little book 
And during that six 


And, as the Christian says, the Lord 
knows how large that list is by this time. If Mr. Billings. 
has kept a sharp eye on the newspapers his book ought to be 
three times its original size. : W. L. SANDERS 


Nonsz, TEx., Sept. 25, 287. 
Mz. Epiror: The unprecedented drouth, of which I wrote 


you last spring, has continued through the summer just 


closing in this and the south and southwestern portions of 
this, the Lone Star State, leaving us in & rather precarious 
condition financially, as but very little of any kind of crops. 
was raised here this year. It is worse even than last year im 
this vicinity, as à comparativly good crop of wheat was then 
produced. But we must struggle the best we may, hoping 
for better times in store for us in the future. The drouth 
was suddenly broken on the 80th of August by a regular 
flood. It then rained heavily for eight consecutiv hours 
without the least interruption, which caused the streams to 
rapidly swell and overflow their banks, destroying consider- 
able property within their raging water’s reach. So you 
will perceive we hav had the remarkable—almost paradox- 
ical—experience of actually suffering from both drouth and 


; ; THE TRUTH SEEKER, NOVEMBER 5, 1887 


flood at one and the same time. Fortunately, but few here, 
however, hav been affected by the flood; on the rivers is 
where it did the most damage. Nature has, since the rain, 
put on her spring-like garb of green, and stock will be in fine 
condition for winter. 

The Farmers’ Alliance, an organization composed chiefly 
-of farmers, are doing a noble work here—not only in Texas, 
but it is rapidly spreading throughout the Southern States— 
and I hope that by a consolidation with the Farmers’ Alliance 
of the North we may finally, together with other labor 
organizations having the same general principles and ends in 
view, coóperate and march in solid phalanx against the 
cohorts of monopoly’s: oppressiv reign, and victory fperch 
upon our banners. 

The specific aims and objects of the Farmers' Alliance are, 
as I would dcfine them : Our industrial emancipation from 
the thraldom of monopoly’ srule. In the words of the plat- 
form of purposes it is: “i. To labor for the education of the 
agricultural classes in the science of economical government 
jn a strictly non-partisan spirit. 2. To indorse the motto, 
‘In things essential, unity; in all things, charity.’ 8. To 
develop a better state, mentally, morally, socially, and finan- 
cially.” 

These are the three first and most important principles of 
our order (I say ‘‘ our order,” being a member of it)—prin- 
ciples which it seems to me every right-minded and con- 
scientious: person would indorse. Thc other propositions I 
leave out for want of space here. Our watchwords are 
organization, education, and codperation. 1 expect much 
good to be accomplished through this organization. It will, 
I confidently hope, be no mean nor small factor toward the 


attainment and ultimate achievement of universal emancipa- 


tion for all mankind, especially in the quickening of intel- 
ligence or education of the masses to become industrially 
and politically independent, so that we may in time all 
become in fact truly independent citizens of a true republic. 

Something is undoubtedly imperativly needed to avert the 
threatening and imminent dangers by which our once’ free 
institutions are to-day menaced by the constantly increasing 
corrupting influence and power of money, corporate capital, 
banking institutions, land syndicates, etc., both domestic 
and foreign, or we may awake some day to the realization 
that our boasted republic has been converted into a moneyed 
oligarchy, from whence-cven the semblance of liberty may 
hav forever fled. But as we find that the leaven of intel- 
lectual advancement is silently but surely going on among 
the people, we feel assured that such a dire calamity will be 
averted. A revolution seems, however, inevitable, which I 
hope may be a peaceable revolution by means of the ballot, 
instead of a bloody and barbarous one by the bullet. 

I must close for this time. Pleasc send a sample copy of 
Tue Truro SEEKER to each of the inclosed names. 

Fraternally, T. Tuxo. Corwiok. 


Paoro, Mo., Oct. 1, 1887. 

Mr. Eviror: I scare know what to do with myself.. Do 
without the paper? Iam loth to do it, although at times it 
makes me feel unpleasant, and I think I ought to. Firstly, 
Iam tired of rcligious subjects; secondly, it givs me too 
much cause for worry; and, thirdly, the many statements 
made are inconsistent with relations and my knowing. 

I am a Republican, radical and outspoken ; I am an Infidel 
of a pronounced type. 
sity. So you may know that I am not likely to be one-sided 
or biased. ' . 

Religion rules and shapes; it has caused conditions and 


holds them yet, if somewhat weakened, or even much. The- 


mass of people yet require the showing up of it, I will admit, 
but I do not any more. 

I hav all my interest in the present, in life and causes as 
they affect us now; I care nothing for exhibitions of learn- 
ing of the past. What are the positions reformers take ? 
What are their attitudes to one another—to the cause they 
advocate? Are they consistent with friendship, harmony, 
and correlativ principles? It is often the case that they are 
not, and that is what agitates my mind, robs me of my peace, 
and makes me fear. 

Iam down on all that is technical, on all book-learned 
wisdom, on all inspired and self-circumstanced, self-condi- 
tioned construction and contrivance. I want a true exhibi- 
tion of facts and causes as they are us, as they condition us, 
and none other. Hear all, then decide, is a very good 
maxim; but where lies the truth? Can all men judge? 
Hav they all knowledge of the truth— the cause? How 
can you harmonize and unite without agreeing as to cause 
and methods ? 

Here are Infidels. One set are Anarchists, one Socialists, 
one Communists, one real Liberals; one, and a large per- 
centage, Spiritualists; one Freclovers. Each one is fired up 
from his own standpoint of life, circumstance, and condition, 
past and present. The first is utterly at variance with sense 
itself; the two succeeding hav some fine features in them, 
but yet are void of wholcness, because of correlates, the life 
and natures of the people of this amalgamated nation. Make 
love free and lawful, and what would life be worth ina 
generation? Itisabsurd. Spiritualism has produced much 
agitation. It is true it has, and holds within itself, much 
fraud and deception, much abuse. But is it true? It is, in 
all of its phases. But has it any virtue for man? As far as 
my experience gocs, as far as I hav seen, heard, and felt, as 
far as my own condition in life is concerned, it has not. 
* Negative" are never good in any cause or purpose, in 
any life or nature. For what is spirit æ of cause? But that 
does not do away with the fact, and spirit life is as true as 
this life, for one depends upon the other; both are equal. I 
hav wondered often how a man can reason against the 
thought-of a life or state above the present, or immortality. 
If matter is eternal, and has evolved -out of.iiself life, 
thought, and’ consciousness, a. motiv state, how can the 


Iam, withal, a Spiritualist of neces- |. 


elements be annulled ? how can the law itself be annulled y ‘fullest capacity, and all Seeiiei to enjoy the lectures, which 


If man can think and reason because.of his complex state, as 
of the eternal sum, how is it possible for him to discontinue ? 
On the other hand, is it not logic to reason that, while nature 


-| remains, which has evolved man, in which man has thought 


and been & motiv being for untold ages in all its cosmical 
changes, he will continue to liv hereafter— to liv after 
death ? Looking at things in that light, Mr. Editor, what is 
there left of Materialism ? 

You had no need to remind me of duty. I always paid 
before. Isay every one that is a man ought to pay for this 
best and grandest paper without being dunned. , 

Yours truly, A. H. KROGER. 


DR. YORK IN BOSTON. 
Boston, Oct. 22, 1887. 

Mz. Eprron: Permit me to say, for the benefit of those 
interested in our work, that I am still on the war-path, and 
hav arrived at the objectiv point of my Eastern trip across 
the continent, ang the Mecca of all faithful pilgrims of Free- 
thought. . 

Since my last letter, I hav lectured three Sundays in Pitts- 
burgh, three Sundays in Philadelphia, and two Sundays in 
Boston, to large and enthusiastic audiences. Our stay in 
Pittsburgh was made highly pleasant by the warm-hearted 
courtesy of Roman Staley, Harry Hoover, H. H. Timbey, 


Mr. Barker, Mr. Pearce, and in fact by all of the official’ 


members of that most activ and thoroughgoing’ Liberal 
League. But more especially are we under many obligations 
to Mr. Abel and Mr. Mingel, and their families, for much 
kindness, and assistance in taking in the many (to us) novel 
Sights with which Pittsburgh, the great workshop of Amer- 
ica, abounds. 

Iron works for the manufacture of almost everything 
which can be made out of iron, as also glassware works, 
which were highly interesting, are to be seen; and I may 
say that a visit to the great works where iron is converted 
into steel, in the night-time, is most fearfully beautiful. And 
the amount of enterprise and energy displayed in this 
intensely busy city is most wonderful. And Pittsburgh, 
once shrouded in blackness and smoke, is finding a happy 
resurrection to light and brightness by the use of natural gas 
instead of coal for all heating purposes. Long last the nat- 
ural gas, to brighten the prospects and increase the wealth 
of Pittsburgh ! 

Our lectures in Pittsburgh were well received by increas- 
ing audiences, and we are anticipating & good time on our 
return visit on our way West with the Liberals of Pittsburgh. 
- Of course we regret the mishap, which has been explained 
by the Editor of Tue TRUTH SEEKER, which prevented our 
speaking in New York, and rendered our stay quite brief in 
that greatest of American cities—and yet long enough to 
take a good look through the TTRuTH SEEKER office, which is 
commodious, convenient, and cheery, and to hava good chat 


| with ite Editor, as also with that most genial spirit, the busi- 


ness manager of the concern, C. P. Somerby, and family, to 
whom we are indebted for courtesy and what seemed to us 
like real Western hospitality and kindness. Of course, 


sight-seeing was not our business in New York, and yet our | 


hopes in this regard were gratified. The courtesy of the Ed- 
itor and manager of THE Trura SrgkEx made it possible for 
us to see some of the great things in this city; ameng which 
were the great Brooklyn bridge, one of the wonders of the 
world, the product of intellect and genius, both grand and 
beautiful; the Egyptian Obelisk in Central Park, covered 
over with strange characters which tell the tale of the far-off 
past long since obscured by the night of ages; the museum, 


containing, among many rich and rare things in nature and 


art, some most magnificent paintings, which filled me with 


delight, only thc time was too short to drink in half of the 


beauty and glory contained in only three of these great 
works of art. ‘The Horse Fair,” by Rosa Bonheur, is a 
$50,000 picture, her masterpiece, which one would never 
tirc in beholding, every particular horse is so strongly 
marked with individuality, not only in outward form, but 
the soul and temperament of every animal is made to shine 
through by her lofty genius. Another great picture is ‘‘ The 
Organ Rehersal," in which the figures seemed to stand out 
and away from the canvas, and so lifelike one might fancy he 
could hear them sing— none but à master hand could portray 
so faithfully and grandly—not the subject of the piece is 
grand, as churches and church choirs in their use are the 
elements of superstition and bondage—but the living soul 


| with which the artist has endowed the canvas is the glory of 


refinement and beauty. 

One other great work of art carried me back to the incep- 
tion of American liberty, and that was of Columbus and a 
few folowers before that queenly queen presenting his the- 
ory, hope, expectation, and desire to find a new world, and 
as I gazed upon it, I thought, if there is anything which 
Should entitle a soul to immortality, such genius should be 
that thing divine. 

From these works of nature and art we were conducted by 
our friend and Editor of Tae TRUTH SEEKER to St. Patrick's 
Cathedral, the work of devotion to a false and cruel system of 
religion. The structure is grand, the finest of the kind on our 
continent, and we were informed by our guide that the val- 
uable land on which this temple of sin rested was procured 
of the city for the astounding sum of $1, and that the greater 
part of the vast suin which this structure has cost has been 


wrung from the scanty wages of the servant-girls of this. 


pagan city—and then to hav that great statue of Liberty with 
flaming torch standing in her portals is to my mind a bur- 
lesque on the name of human liberty. Poor New York! 
how she is stifled by the red-mouthed policy of Rome! And 
not much of a prophet is needed to predict what the harvest 
will be. 

Our stay of three weeks in Philadelphia, I trust, was 
profitable to people and speaker. The hall was filled to its 


was attested by their generous.contributions to the speaker. 
Many thanks are due to the Liberals of Philadelphia for 


their warm support and kindness to us, and especially our 
thanks are due to Professor Seymour, J. O. Bently, Geo. 
Longford, and all others who by word and deed gave us a 
helping hand. The City of Brotherly Love is & grand old 
city—not so mighty as New York, and not so beautiful 
as Boston—and yet it contains some features of historic 
interest which make it great and precious to the American. 
people. 

‘There stands old Independence Hall, the cradle of Ameri- 
can liberty. There look down upon you from the walls the 
faces of those noble men who gave their lives for us and 
freedom. "There hangs the old liberty bell, whose voice 


-į rang out to tell the story of our nation's birth. There the 


relics by pen and sword and deeds of those brave spirits who 
laid the foundation of an empire of which I &m proud to be 
a son. Here lie Franklin and many others of that noble 
band, in the Quaker burial-ground, carefully and sacredly 
kcpt, near the center of this great city, now full of life on 
every side. 

Here is the room in which Thomas Paine ‘wrote his grand 
and glowing inspirations of human liberty, and we were glad 
to see his portrait hanging again where it rightfully belongs, 
among the fathers of the Revolution in Independence Hall, 
now made sacred by the memories of the past. Hardly can 
an American: visit the Quaker City, and not feel a manly 
pride and tenderness toward these relics and monuments 
which point back to the infancy of our national life. 

Our stay in Boston has been most pleasant. Our audiences 
hav been large, bright, and lively; and I must say that I was 
full and proud to make my bow in Paine Hall to a Boston 
audience, with our friends, Mendum and Seaver, two old 
beacon-lights of American Liberalism, to preside. Messrs. 
Mendum and Seaver, I like them much, and though well 
stricken with years, they giv promis of some good service in 
the future. Mr. Seaver is big-hearted, clear-headed, jolly, 
and good, aud withal broad-minded and tolerant. Mr. Men- 
dum, with whose family of kindly and gifted daughters we 
spent a pleasant evening, is a most genial and courteous 
man, who begins to show the marks of an intense, earnest, 
activ life in our cause. And these two men, so widely 
different in temperament, are more nearly like brothers than 
one often will find. 

We are also made glad by thc kindness of Ernest Mendum, 
as also the long-time clerk in their office, Mr. O'Malley, who 
hav helped to make our stay pleasant in Boston, and our 
thanks are due to the Liberals of the Hub, and we carry: 
away with us many happy recollections of these friends and 
our visit. 

We hav not space to tell all of what we think about 
Boston, and can only say from our bricf visit that it is a 
most beautiful city, and an epitome of American enterprise, 
industry, aud culture. We hay paid a visit to Bunker Hill, 
marked by a splendid monument; the rooms of natural 
history, and many places of interest to the newcomer, all of 
which attest in a large degree to the enterprise of thesc 
people. We hav noted Boston Common, Faneuil Hall, the 
Old South church, and Brimstone Corner. We hav paid 
particular attention to the Paine Memorial building, and can 
assure the Liberals of the West that this grand structure is 
indeed a most worthy memorial to that great and good man, 
Thomas Paine, as well as a credit to those who projected it, 
and the hearts and hands which. hav assisted to make this 
great and only monument of American Liberalism a grand 
success. K 

Wc were glad to meet our brother Washburn, & grand 
specimen of true manhood, and & worthy worker in the 
field of Freethought. - We also had great pleasure in listen- 
ing to that veteran Unitarian minister, Bartoll, of whom we 
hav heard and read for many years; and also had a rare 
treat at Tremont Temple in listening, with three thousand 
others, to the eloquent Mary A. Livermore, in an address 
before. the Women’s Temperance Union. She is a grand 
woman, who has taken a brave stand for many years in 
favor of woman suffrage and human rights. Her presence 
is commanding; her speech is a flood of good scnse; and 
her magnetic, persuasiv power sweeps like a breeze through 
the hearts of her auditors. 

There are many good things which must be left unsaid, 
for want of space, about Boston and the Liberals at Paine 
Hall. 

Our thanks are due to our old friend Samos Parsons, 
of San Jose, the garden city of California, for his gift of $5, 
sent’ to TRE TRUTH SEEKER for us, to help us, as he said, in 
fighting the battle of Freethought. This is not a new thing 
for him to do, and we trust that he may liv many years yet 
to enjoy the advance of our noble cause. 

One more Sunday and our work is done here, and we turn 
our faces once more toward our Western home. We will 
speak at Buffalo on October 30th; at Bradford, Pa., on 
November ist; at Pittsburgh on November 6th and 18th; at 
Akron, O., on November 16th; at Kent, November 19th, 
20th, and 2ist; at Des Moines, Ia., November 27th; at Den- 
ver, December 4th; at Greeley, December 6th and 7th; Salt 
Lake, Utah, December 11th; and are sorry that we cannot 
respond to one-half of the calls to speak in Maine, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Iowa, and Kansas, as circumstances call us 
home and to bring our Eastern trip to a close, And with 
many good wishes for TRE TruvH SEEKER and its readers, 
Iam, Yours for truth, J. L. YORE. 
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Tur American Board of Missions has decided that the un- 
converted heathen must go to perdition. A suspicion, how- 
ever, is gaining ground in some regions that the final decision 
in this matter does not rest wholly with the American 
Board.— Albany Argus.. 
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+ Edite? by -Miss Busan H. WIXOR, 


ei 


this Corner should be sent. - 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning.to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day’s occupations 
*57*: Phat is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


55. o. To the Children. l 
gWe «trust you will not forget about the 
prizes offered by: Mr. Marlett, of Chicago, for 
the best essays on ‘‘ Why I am a Liberal." 
We would like all the children to try for 
tlie prizes, under the conditions stated in the 
Corner Oct. 1st, and please send them in as 
early as convenient. —Ep. C. C. 
ERR. 
~ `>- Free Speech. 
, 7 All conviction should be valiant : 
S . = Tell thy truth, if truth it be, 
* Never seek to stem its current; 
ziv |. Phoughts, like rivers, find the sea; ` 

... It will fit the widening circle 

„< OF eternal verity. 

“Speak thy thought if thou believ'st it; 
Let it jostle whom it may, . 
E'en although the foolish scorn it; 

Qr the obstinate gainsay; | 
Every seed that grows to-morrow 
.. Lies beneath the clod to-day. 


` Ü our sires, the noble-hearted, 
Pioneers of things to come, 
Had like some been weak and timid, 
Traitors to themselvs, and dumb, 
Where would be our present knowledge ? 
Where the hoped millennium ? 


27,7 Where would be triumphant Science, 
-` Searching with her fearless eyes, 
"Through the infinit creation 

For the soul that-underlies— 
Soul of beauty; soul of goodness, 
;,. Wisdom of the earth and skies? . 


Where would be all great inventions, 
*'.. "Each from bygone fancies born, 
‘Issued first in doubt and darkness, 
^ ^ Launched mid apathy and scorn ? 
zs How could noontime every light us 

+ But for dawning of the morn? 


"Where would be our free opinion, 
v'* Where the right to speak at all, 
“Tf our sires, like some mistrustful, `. 
Had been deaf to duty’s call, i 
And concealed the thoughts within them, 


` 


-* Though an honest thought, outspoken, 
``., Lead thee into chains or death, 
’*What is life compared with virtue? _ 

* Shalt thou not survive thy breath ? 
Hark! the future age invites thee ! 
Listen ! tremble, what.it saith. 


t.demands thy thought in justice, . 

: Debt,-not tribute of,the free ; 

Hav not ages long departed 

Groaned, and toiled, and bled for thee ? 
If the past bav lent thee wisdom, 
Pay itio futurity. —Charles Mackay. 
Do the Best You Can. 

If-in-this world you would succeed, 

-~ --- You must be brave and true ; : 
Don’t stand aloof and slight your work 

Because *tis hard to do. 
If-troubles come and sorrows rise, 
,* Then show yourself a-man ; 
d Let-courage nerve you for your work, 

~ And do thé best you can. ; 

5 your study or your play 

etérmin to excel ; ; 

i'tlag behind, but '* hoe your row,” 

id strive to hoe it well. : 

1 all your play; in all your. work, 

just try the golden plan; |. 

è activ, ready, brave, and bold, 

‘And do the best you can. 


nife’s battle now is fairly on, 

nd there is work todo, . ` 

il-you be activ in the fight 

ind to your colors true ? 

'ou gee the men around you now 

-Who thus their lives began; . ' 

n courage take, brave efforts make; 

nd do-the best you can. - : 
Dru |: —GQGolden Days. 


Lett 


>” Littlé Courtesies. 
What & pleasant world this might be if 
everyone, Would strive to remember and ob- 


lifé; A cheerful “ Good-morning " has made 
sunshine in.a house all day long, while a sol- 
emn, silent visage appearing at the breakfast 
tablé has struck a shadow of gloom over the 
entire ‘household. oot s 


It is a deplorable fact that parents, and- 


teachers generally, neglect to impress, by 
precept and example, upon the plastic mind 
of, childhood the importance of observing the 
sweet, small courtesies” that go so far to 
make living agreeable at home and else- 
where. : It is written that ** the Lord loveth 
the cheerful giver,” and we humans love the 
cheerful speaker. Involuntarily the heart 


goes out to the one who scatters bright words 


and happy smiles, whose hearty ''Good. 


Fall 
River; Mass., to whom all Communications for 


| little fingers, crude and imperfect though it 


- words once spoken can never be picked up 


‘or regret when we remember them, and at all 


‘one time I make you a present already. ‘Hold 


setvg the little greetings of common, everyday: 


= Bot Gee 


morning,” ** Good-afternoon;" and .‘‘ Good- 
night" linger on memory's ear like notes of 
sweetest music. i : 
` How many people think these greetings of 
no Consequence in one's own family, but are 
careful to observe them strictly’ with a 
chance acquaintance. But the little courte- 
sies, like charity, should begin at home. ` 
People forget to say ‘‘ Thank you”. for 
home favors, and often fail to evince any 
pleasure at: little ‘tokens of good-will given 
by members of the family circle. Many 
childish hearts hav been chilled at the cold- 
ness shown by a parent at the work of tiny 


may hav been, yet as an offering of childish 
love it was entitled to as much show of grat- 
itude, yes, and more than if it had been prof- 
fered by.a prince. Careful should parents 


be in observing the graces of life, the etiquet |. 


of the table, the kitchen, sitting, and dining 
room, as well as the parlor; then there will 
be no reason to fear that the children will not 
follow the example of their elders. Good 
words are next to good acts, and let us not 
be chary of them. They cost nothing, and 
can create a world of pleasure. Then, too, 


again. So should we be careful to speak 
only those words that will bring no sorrow 


times and upon all occasions to cherish the 
little courtesies that sweeten and make bright 
the life we liv,.as well as the lives of those 
around us. . 8. H. W. 
e 5 
Smart Little Jakie. 

On Clinton. place, near where Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER office used to be, there is a barber: 
shop kept-by a man whose first name is 
Jacob. He is a German, and he has a little 
son seven or eight years old, who is of course 
& German also, and whose name is Jakie. 
One day the barber went out of his shop for- 
a few minutes and told Jakie to stay there 
until he came back ; so down Jakie sits in one 
of the chairs, puts. his feet up,in the air as he 
had seen his father do when waiting for a 
customer, and pretended to read a paper. 

Pretty soon a rough-looking man came in 
and asked for the barber. f 

‘* He's gone out for a minute,” says Jakie. 

“Where?” asksthe man. . * 


c sbyine- doswn-for-foar-4o folla — — — —]|--—-Boun'-der-corner;"JakierepHed. -f7 


* Well, you just run roun’ der cornér ‘an’! 
tell him I want to see him," said the man. 

Jakie at first was going after his father, but 
he noticed that the man didn't look as if he 
had the price of & shave, and he noticed, too, 
that he was looking at the drawers along in 
front of the chairs as though he wanted the 
one containing the money. Jakie got out of 
the chair and stood with his shoulders against 
the money-drawer; and when the man said 
again, ‘ Go tell your father a gentleman 
wants to engage his services," he shook his 
head and said, ** Nixy,” which meant no. 

** Go on," said the man. 

** Go ’way,” said Jakie. : 

Just here Jakie saw his father coming. 
** There's me fader,” he said to the man. 

‘But the customer didn't wait; he ran out 
as Jacob came in. 

** Vhat did dot feller want, 
inquired Jacob. : 

“He wanted me to go after you,” replied 
Jakie, . 

“ And why dida’t you go?” 

“He must hav thought I was pretty 
young,” said Jakie, ‘‘to leave the shop and 
let him go through the till.” ! 

“ By jimmineddy,” said Jacob, * you was 
right. I bet you dot feller wanted to run off 
with the money-drawer.” 

** Course he did,” said Jakie, very impor- 
tantly.” l So 

“ You was a brave lad, my leetle son, and: 


my leedle son ?” 


on; here, take this evening Telegram and go 
sell it for a cent, and buy you a stick of 
candy, and gif your sister half.” 

Little Jakie took the paper and galloped 
out to the corner of Broadway, where he sold 
it for two cents instead of one. 

When he was gone his father said to a cus- 
tomer; ‘‘ By hokey, dot boy is smarter than 
what his old fader is already. I bet your life 
he was a policeman some day.” INT, en 

. 
. Infusorial Life. 

A matter of surprise and wonder to those 
who witness it for the first time is the rousing 
to life of whole colonies of infusoria by the 
addition of a drop of water to a few grains of 
earth or dust. "These microscopic organisms 
abound everywhere in water containing de- 
composing vegetable or animal matter, and 


some forms may in a dried state remain for | 


xe 


HE TRUTH SEEKER, NOVEMBER- 


. The young lady, with great urbanity, looked 


“in the house except some ‘ mouse’ cheese, 
‘and I don't think the general. would: like 


little fellow was tremendously excited over 


after. One day he was very restless, and had 
to be corrected. several times. 
mamma had- talked with him seriously for 
some naughty action he exclaimed, '* I guess- 
you'll hav to take me to another convention, 
won't you, mamma?"— Youth's Companion... 


months or even years apparently dead; to be 
revived when water is. again supplied to 
them. Mr. Jabez Hogg has been experi- 
menting during the past three years with one 
form of infusorial life, the rotifers or wheel 


‘animalcules, and has even kept dried speci- 
'mens fora time at à temperature of 200 de- 


grees- Fahrenheit, and afterward exposed 


them to intense cold, neither process killing | 


them or greatly diminishing their vital pow- 
ers. Mr. Hogg supposes that as the animal 
dries it shuts itself up like a telescope, its 
skin taking an egg-like shape, and that a 
secreting organ coats the body with a gela- 
tinous envelope which protects it from fur- 
ther change. l 


e 
With the Children. 
Bright Fancies and Odd Speeches of the Little 
i . Ones. : 
A BORN LAWYER. f 

Street scene: Three small boys, one man- 
ipulating a long stick of molasses candy by 
inserting it into his esophagus, and bringing 
it to view again. 

Second small boy: ‘‘ Say, Johnny, giv me 
@ piece.” i 

** Naw, I won't, coz you axed me.” 

Third small boy: **Say, Johnny, I didn't 
ax ye.” ` i 

“Well, I seed you didn't want any."— 
Providence Journal. : 

DISOREDITED BY INSINUATION. $ 

It is pleasant to know even one family in 
which the child of tender years takes an 
interest in those practical details of house- 
keeping which make a woman so valuable to 
a man who wants to keep house. The 
youngster is but seven. 
three, and none.of them like dessert. But 
the other evening a guest unexpectedly came 
to dinner, and it came to a question as to 
whether he might not like a bit of cheese. 


up and said : : 
‘t Mamma, I don't believe there's anything 


that."—San Francisco Chronicle. 
THE GENUIN HUNTSMAN SPIRIT. 
A small boy was given a toy gun in the use 
of which beans served as ammunition. The’ 


the toy, and came in one morning from the 
yard, where he had been firing it, exclaiming 
‘excitedly : 
“I shot a bean right up through God's 
house; and think I hit him 1? : 
The earnestness of the little lad showed 
how unconscious he was of any sound of 


ce ta his words.-—Frevidence Fournat. | " Se IIS 


A THEORY AND A QUERY. 

A little three-year-old Chicago girl and her 
grandmother were walking on Madison street 
a day or two:ago when they met a man who 
was hobbling along on crutches. 

“Grandma,” said the little girl, ‘‘ what a 
funny looking man. What’s the matter with 
him ?” 

“That poor man has only one leg,” replied 
the lady, ‘‘ he is a cripple.” 


The little blue eyes looked sympathizingly ; 


and thoughtfully at him, and for a few mo- 
ments the child said nothing. Then, having 
apparently formed some kind. of & theory as 
to the cause of the poor man's deformity, she 
asked : : 

* Grandma, what is God doing with his 
other leg ?°—Chicago Tribune, 

THE REFORMED HOME GOVERNMENT.  - 

Mother (to four-year-old): Ilf your dolly 
has been so naughty as you say,. Flossie, 
why don't you giv her a good whipping ? 

Flossie’ (thoughtfully): "Cause I don't 
b’lieve in that sort of thing.—Philadelphia 
North American, : 

A QUESTION OF PEDIGREE. 

Little Mabel, five years old, is not so young 
but that she has picked up some. knowledge 
of the ways of the world. She said to her 
mother the other day, after a fit of deep mus- 
ing, ** Say, mamma, who was papa before he 
married us, anyway?" ‘Who was papa? 
Why, he was the same man that he is now.” 
“Yes, but what was he to you? Was he 
just a man that you mashed ??— Alton, TU., 
Democrat. . 

. EQUAL RIGHTS DEMANDED. 

A little Sedalia girl who had been taught to 
offer prayer to God before retiring to rest 
nights was with her mother at the St. Louis 
fair last week and stopping with friends in 
the city, where there were other visitors, 
among whom. were some ministers. Minis. 
terial vacation had been the theme of the 
after-supper conversation, two of the minis- 
ters saying they wereenjoying a much-needed 
rest. The little lady was reminded, on pre- 
paring for bed at night, that she hàd neg- 
lected her usual prayer. With a manifest 
feeling that all was right with her she 


replied, ** Why, these ministers are here on a |. 


preaching vacation; I am tired, and want a 
praying vacation, too."—4edalia, Mo., Bazoo. 
odo WEAKENING INELUENOES. ^ ^ | < 
Jamie’s mother took him to a Christian 
convention, atid he was so much impressed 
that he was ‘a very good boy for several days 


After his 


© ' KNEW ALL ABOUT PETER. `> - 
Tt was at a Sunday-school exhibition, and 


They are a family of | 


the. superintendent was showing off the 
‘Tesults of his labors. During the exercises 
‘heasked the children who could tell him any- 


thing about Peter. No one answered. The - 


question was repeated several times, til 
finally a little girl held up her hand. ** Wey 
my dear," said the superintendent, “ thats 
right; I am glad to see there is one little gir] 
who will put these larger boys and girls to 
Shame." The little girl came forward to the 
platform and was told to tell the audience 
what she knew of Peter. She put her finger 
in Jer mouth, and, looking very smiling, 
881d-: 

Peter, Peter, pumpkin eater, 

Had & wife and couldn't keep her; 

Put her in a pumpkin shell, 

And there he kept her very well. 

Amid the roar that followed she hurried 
gaily to her seat.—Our Dumb Animals. 

' HOW THE BABY LOOKS. 

_A little Byfield girl, two years old, went 
"with her aunt to see a baby, and when she 
came home exclaimed, ‘‘O.mamma! the 
baby cried till it bent its face all over."— New. 
buryport News. 

OPPOSED TO MIDDLEMEN. 

A little four-year-old chubby-faced boy sat 
clenching his fingers around a silver dollar at 
the Sunday-school service at the Methodist 
Episcopal church, in Tyrone, Pa., on Sun. 
day, and later reluctantly surrendered ‘it to a 
person who collected the contributions to the 
church: fund, saying afterward, “I didn't 
want to giv it to Mr. B.; I wanted to 
to the Lord.”—Philadelphia Bulletin. 


a 
-  Qur Puzzle Box. 


1.— DIAMOND. 
1. A letter. . 
2. A number. 
8. Opinion.. 
4. Common. 
5. Strength. 
6. Irish expression of tea. 
7. A letter. 
Lyons, N. Y. C. RooxzEn. 
2.—SQUARE. 
1. A mold for metals, : 
2. An auxiliary and previously demon- 
Strated proposition. 
8. A yellowish fossil resin. 
4. To sail. i 
5. To join together. W. B. OROBARD. 
ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'8 OOHNER, 
oor. 15, 1887. 
1.-Coterie. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN'S CORNER,. 
oor. 8, 1887. 


2.-Aquascalientes. 
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Correspondence. 


Snonoursg, W.T., Oct. 16, 1887. 

Miss Susan H. Wixon, Dear Madam: I 
saw in your Corner, in the last TRUTH SEEKER, 
that prizes were offered for the best essays 
on the subject, ‘‘ Why I am a Liberal.” Às 
Liberalism is about to institute through the 
American Secular Union one of the grandest 
reforms in human history, I thought this a 
good chance to tell the people of the country 
why I am a Liberal I do not expect to get 
& prize, as there are many of the competitors 
who hav had advantages over myself. This 
is my first essay outside of several short 
essays in the public school at Snohomish, six 
attempts at orations in the public school, and 
one in the Snohomish High School. I am 
only fifteen years of age, but I hav the repu- 
tation of having the best knowledge of 
History and Geography of any one under 
twenty years of age. and I am further ad. 
vanced in other studies than the majority of 
Snohomish scholars of the same age. When 
S. P. Putnam was at Snohomish I -joined the 
Secular Union, and now, with the rest of the 
Society, await the arrival of Mr. Reynolds 
and the return of Mr. Putnam. 

Respectfully, Epwarp C. Morse. 


[The essay was duly received, and awaits 
examination. We hope to receive a large 
number of essays upon the subject, ‘‘ Why I 
am & Liberal.” AN will be printed, whether 
taking prizes or not.—Ep. C. C.] 


REDUCED TO $1.00. 


THE STORY HOUR. 
A Book for Children and Youth. 


BY MISS SUSAN H. WIXON. 
Over a hundred fine illustrations. 


. BEND POSTAL to Leftwich Bros. and Curtis, 
Florence, Ala., for description of cheap land in 
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The Gods, Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
* Humboldt,” ** Thomas Paine,” * Individual- 

. ity,” and ‘* Heretics and Heresies.” 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: ** The osts”. “Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” “ The Declaration of In- 

dependence,” * About. Farming in Illinois,” 

“The Grant Banquet,” “The Rev. Alexander 

Olark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like a 

Dream,” and ** A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
- cloth, $1.95. . 
Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. ^ 


What Must We Doto Be Saved? Pa- 


per, 25 cents, 
The Christian Religion, . By R. G. 


Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents ; cloth, $1. 
Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
got Ha be, delivered in two ordinary lectures, 
is makes a grand missionar 
Liberals should scatter ib generously. cou: 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vit: esti i d 
the ditor of the "Sat Francisci S cont by 
cents per dozen ; copies, $1; 100 i . 
Millions of these should be cironi ot P 


Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll,’ Price, 15 cents, 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 
Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents, 

Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 

: ound in one volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr. Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on “ Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is gold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid, 

Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s *'The Visi 
or War," the * Grant Banquet Toe iog 
the recent address over “Little H i 
ler’s Grave," that they hav been printed on 
heavy toned paper; 18x22, illuminated border, 
and in large, clear type, suitable for framing, 
and the three will be forwarded to any address, 
for 50 cts, or either one for 15 cts. 

Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book isa gem. Itis a model in every re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. _ It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated ** Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous *“ tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
yersations of the ‘author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir, To help it serve this 
purpose a fine steel portrait, with autograph 

ac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, 4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, 7.50; in fi 
, calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 
Life. Prose Poem. Printed in 
. colors on board, bevéled gilt edges. 50 cents. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 15 cents per dozen. Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
Showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and. Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman’s Rights 


arry Mil- 


Movement; the s emporanos Reform; the 
„Church and the Republic. ; 
Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 


Vices Sanctioned by Scripture Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating: Theft and. Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Warso 
Conquest and Extermination; Despotism; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Cukinaness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperanc , Poverty 
and Vagrancy: Ignorance and Idiocy Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities, 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Boriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Bun oF Arguments ; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
abb ath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 25 cents; six copies, $1.00. : 

Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 

ligigus and Political Liberty, Tells the stor 
: of the Author-Hero's life, delineates the'lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the agpersions cast upon 
it. Choice extracts from “Common Sense,” 
“ American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressiy for this work, Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. : 

Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Ohristian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz, 40 cta. 

The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention, January 29,1884. Price, 


10 cents, 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


RUPTURES CUREDS 


myMedical Compound and Improved 
Instic Supporter Truss in from 30 to 
90 days, Reliable references given. Send 
stamp for circular, and say. in what paper 
you saw my advertisement, Address Capt, 


W. dp Collings Smithville, Jeferson Oa, 3i. 


tree | ` 


-| E, B. Foote, 10 centg " * 


-.A. SPLENDID WORK. . 
Mr. Charles Eckhard;treasurer of the American 
Secular Union, has published 


THE NINE DEMANDS 


in a more attractiv form than any in which they 
hav previously appeared. At the head of an en- 
graving on heavy plate paper, 24x19 inches, are 
the cabinet-sized likenesses of JEFFERSON, 
WASHINGTON, and PAINE, the Fathers of our 
Republic, At the. sides are FRANKLIN and 
JOHN ADAMS, and between these two are 
printed the Nine Demands of. the American Secu- 
lar Union in conspicuous type. At the foot are 
LAFAYETTE, GIRARD, and INGERSOLL, 
making eight likenesses in all, Inscribed be- 
neath each portrait is some radical sentiment 
quoted from the author pictured over it. In the 
space between the portraits and around them are 
arabesques of vines and flowers in profusion, and 
the panel inclosing the Nine Demands is sur- 
mounted on each corner by Mr. Eckhard's design 
of the flag above the cross, The whole makes an 
exceedingly handsome work for framing. The 
artistic part is equal to the best, and the portraits 
are as true to nature as the photographs from 
which they were transferred. The design will be 
sent postpaid by mail for $1 by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 


A COMPEND oF THE Naruran Laws or Ix- 
f DUSTRIAL PRODUOTION AND 

* EXoHANGE. 
By J. K. Ineaxts, author of ** Social Wealth.” 


Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB. 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL’S 


Great Centennial Oration l 
ON THE 


Declaration of Independence, 


ALSO. THE 
Immortal Document, 


And the National Anthem entitled : 


“LAND OF LIBERTY.” 
Price, 6 cts; 5 copies, 25 cts; 25 copies, $1. 


Address Tux TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


ELEMENTS ^ 


DNIVERSAL HISTORY 


HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS AND 
FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 


By Prof. H., M. Cottinger, A.M. 


This book is just what the busy world of to-day 

needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2,000 

Joare B.O., On up to 1888, all in a nutshell.—Eimina 
er. 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place; in the family it would be no 
less important, as conveying-information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Wizon. | 

Mr. Cottinger’s intentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable; it may 
be commended as fulfilling its purpose of a con- 
cise and interesting historical text-book,.—Hilwau- 
kee Sentinel, 


PRICE, CLOTH, $1. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


Men of Business Who Did Something Besides 
Making Money. A Book for Young Americans. 


BY JAMES PARTON. 


Price, - - = «a - $1.25. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
i 28 Lafayette Placa. New York. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 


i SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
Some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in English or German 
A new cheap edition at only 1.50 


SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B, Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 


per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 
SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 


250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth- 


volume of “Science in Story.”) 50 cents. 
HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Read} Re- 


cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages | 


By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. 


SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (ime Pam- 
phiets)._ By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, adyocating personal and publie -hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to siok and well. 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). *TheLaw 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages, cloth 
bound, $2; ‘‘Heredity,” by Loring oody, 159 

ages, cloth, 75 cents; “The Law of Heredity,” by 
E H. Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
Human Temperamenta," with illustrations, by Dr. 

te ph oa olore 

eration," by . Foote, Jr., 10 cents R 

corts of nventions and Parlor Meetings during 

1882," w conte; ; rea Annual oper of the 
Institute of Heredity,May 29, cents. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEREB 


y mail, 10 cents each. i 


Dr. E. 


"^| KERSEY GRAYES'S WORKS. ` 


us 
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Ingersolls ‘Works. 


Biography. of Satan; or,a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains, 
Price, 35 cents. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
'' Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
. thousand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
. delineation of the characters of the principal | 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
. amination of their docirins. Price, 1.75. 


he World's Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors ; or, Christi&nity Before Christ. 

Containing new and startling revelations in 

‘religious history, which disclose the oriental 

5 of all the doctrines principies, precepts,” 
and miracles of the Christian New Testamen 
and furni g a key for unlocking many o: 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
history of sixteen oriental crucified l gods, 1.59, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


W. S. BELL'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Conflict between Christianity 
and Civilization. 


PRIOE, - - - = = - 15 CENTS. 
-It is a stunner; concise, scholarly, and good.— 
. Billings. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
PRICE, 15 CENTS. ; 

Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. 

Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Man.—T. B. Wakeman. : 

A beautiful pamphlet of. 38 pages. Itis a very 
&ble paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 

e, c * 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
`. "PRICE, 20 CENTS. 


‘The number of heads under which you hay 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which each point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. . Therefore 
I take great pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition ” to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self-government.— 


J.J. McCabe. 
: For sale at this office. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


Saints and Sinners. 10 cents. 
‘The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price,1.2 CONTENTS : 
Section I. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section ll. Whatit 
Owes to Mohammedanism, Section IIT. Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors. Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Sec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. ; 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
1 tiv. 99 pages in envor- Prine, 10 ots. . 
Christian.Evidenees Criticised. A 


reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh. Con- 


_tents: The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 


Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1, 

Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. : . 

Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS BACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible; Freethought an 

- Modern Progress; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Becu- 
larism; Science and Bible. Antagonistic; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For allo 
the above works address T TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


Was Jesus an Impostor? A debate between a 
Scotch novelist, Agnes Rollo Wilkie, and Arthur 
B. Moss. The best conducted debate of modern 
times. 100 pp., 25 cts. The Mirror of Free- 
thought. 50 cts. The Bible and Darwinism. 
25 cts. Biblical Errors and Secular Truths. 25 
cts. Two Revelations. 5 cts. Bible Horrors; or, 
Real Blasphemy. 5 cts. Bible Makers. 5 ots. 
Bible Saints—Nos. 1, 2, and 8. Each 5cts. Moses 
vs. Darwin. 5 cts. Socrates, Buddha, and Jesus. 
5 cts. Ohristianity a Degrading Religion. 5 cts, 
Fictitious Gods. 5 ots. Natural Man. 5 cts. 
The Old Faith and the New. 5cís, Bruno and 
Spinoza, 5cts. The Bible God and His Favorits, 
5cts. Miracle-Workers. 5 cts. Health, Wealth, 
and Happiness. 5cts. The Brain and the Soul. 
5cts. Nature and the Gods. 5cts. Design and 
Natural Beleotion. 5cts. Man and the Lower 

imals. 6 cts. 

Address Watts and Oo., 17 Johnson's Court, 
E.O., Lon jon, Eng. 


Bible Temperance: 


: LIQUOR DRINKING 


Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
by the Bible, 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


This is a companion book to Remaburg’s “ Bible 
Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents. 


` THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
sas 28 [EAE Place. New York, 


DID JESUS CHRIST RISE FROM 
THE DEAD? 


The Evidences for the Resurrection Tried 
and Found Wanting. 


By Saladin. 
ss 2 0 88 CENTS. 
,PRIOÉ, , aaron THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


uei - E e ee a 
Ingersoll’s Tributes“ 
; REDUCED IN PRICE, ` 
We hav made arrangements whereby: we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of. Mr. Ingei- 
Boll's at greatly reduced prices. The Tributesa1e 
printed on heayy:toned paper; 18x22 inches, ilunt 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fran:- 
ing. The titles are: 
The Vision of War, ME ET 
The Grant Banquet Toast, -` ~ 
Address at Harry Miller's. Grave.. 
The price of these heretofore hag been ?50$g. Wa : 
offer them at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; THE 
THREE FOR FORTY CENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette PI., New York.:, 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. ` 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, -2 
Introduction by nm 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL... 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
` 88 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are-for sale 
at this office. Price, 400.; with autograph, 50c. 


ROMANISM, 
DANGER 4 AHEAD. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholie 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of. ^ 
this Republic. " ^ '. 


By A. J. GROVER... - 


Priok, - - «+ = . - 40 CENTS. 
Address THE TBUTH SEEKER oo. 


THE STRUGGLE | 
FOR IN j 


a LI * LE I L] " 
Religious and Politica] Liberty. 
In which the authorshows the repeated attempts 
of men of every age to acquire greater political 
liberty ; also vigorously attacks the very founda- 
tion o£ the religion of ovary age; dwelling at 
length upon the wrongs of Ireland; and, in detail- 
‘ing the account of slavery in this country, calls 
ihe attention of thinking men and women to the 
position of womankind in America. Throughout. 
the work is replete with astounding facts an 
weighty arguments which cannot fail to interest 
the minds of this age. ; i 
By THEO. 0. SPENCER. 
Cloth, 12mo., 188pp., price % cents. 
Adaress SHE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, .New. York. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA, 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; Jos, Burgher and 
F. L. Browne, Printers, This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of onr colonization enter- 

rise, the Oredit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generally 

the practical solution of the problemo Integral 
Oo-operation. Price, $4, year; 50. cents: for Bix 
months. 9% cents for three months. . . 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF ; 
C. B. REYNOLDS. 
85 Cents Each. . : 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 2 


History of Christianity 


A VINDICATION ` 


of some passages in the “ History of the Decline and , 
Fall ofthe Roman Empire" by ` Dos! 


EDWARD. GIBBON, Esq. |” 
With a Life of Gibbon, preface and notes by the editor, 
including critical-notes by Guizot, Milman, Wenck, : 
an "English Churchman,” and other scholars. — A 
1 vol. 12 mo, 864 pp. Cloth, With 65 engravings. $150: 
` This book shows when, where, and how Christianity ' 
originated, who were its founders, and what were the 
sentiments, manners, numbers, and condition of the - 
primitive Christians. : 2d 
“I kuow of no book that contains more real and vate ^ 
uable information upon the origin of Christianity.” — 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 
* One of the most learned and interesting books evet ` 
written and published.” —Boston Investigator. 


FOR SALE AT TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE., | 
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Poetry. 


Sea and Sky. 


Long ago, when the world was new, 
The sapphire sky and the ocean blue 
Wedded one summer day ; 
' Aud the sky still bends as the years go by, 
And the ocean leaps to the bending sky, 
For constant lovers are they. 


But when a mist arises between, 

The ocean grown with jealousy green, 
His doubts to the listener tells, 

He storms and frets, he rages and roars; 

In furious wrath he beats his shores, 
While his turbulent bosom swells. 


The sky; though dark with a moment’s frown, 
Will tenderly from its hight look down, 
With a radiant smile divine. 
The green to blue with its magic skill 
‘Twill change, and the stormy ocean still, 
And the sun of love will smile. 


Pause, thou, my heart, and the lesson read, 
When the darkness falls and with jealous speed 
The mists of doubt arise— 
Pret not! ’twill pass, and thou wilt know 
That the sun still shines with a fervent glow 
In love’s unchanging skies. 
re 


Fate of a County Fair Politician. 


He started for the county fair, the ambitious can- 
didate, 

While his rival went a-fishing with a flask he 
labeled “bait.” 

* Upon the sun-tanned sons of toil my heart with 
pleasure dotes; 

I love their simple ways,” said he, “and venerate 
their votes." 


-He arose before the people, but their eyes were all 
agog, 


In strained expectancy to see the thousand-dollar 
hog; ` 

“ My fellow-countrymen;" he said, in accents loud 
and full— ; 

A deep, stentorian, mighty roar came from the 
Durham bull. 

“ Qood men from Geebuck county, and brothers 
one and all——” 


At this the champion donkey brayed from out his 
neighboring stall ; 
Just then the horse race was announced, the peo- 
ple scattered wide, 
And a sympathetic Jersey cow looked up at him 
, and sighed. 


Thus left in solitude alone, he staggered to the 
rail; 


A cow began to taste his coat and masticate its. 


tail. . 

He seized his tailless covering and from the stage 
he ran, 

And squandered all his money on a three-card 
monte man. 


Lao Ste T&t6 the TUCK Tess Candidate naa on tnav are: [os 759-8rainod-and. low-i 


ful day, 

And next his rival at the polls bore all his votes 
away, 

“We want no mau to govern us,” each farmer 
said, “I swow, 

Who'll let himself be all et up by any durned old 
cow!” —8. W. Foss. 

Oe 


Colonel Ingersell at Home. 

i Ella, Wheeter Wilcox tn the World, 

To understand the belief of Robert Inger- 
soll one needs to know his home life. The 
moment the door opens to admit you the 
warm, affectional atmosphere of the home 
seems to envelop you. I believe every house 
is strongly impregnated with the mental and 
spiritual condition of its inmates, just as gar- 
ments reveal the shape and odor of their 
wearers. 

I once entered a house filled with rich hang- 
ings and elegant furniture. All that money 

‘and good taste could do was done to render 
it a bower of béauty. But I felt as if chilled 
by a cold fog when I passed through its wide 
and splendid halls. There were discordant 
and inharmonious elements in that house. It 
was not & home in the true sense of the word. 
Its members were divided among themselvs, 
and their unhappy feelings generated a cur- 
rent which affected every sensitivly organ- 
ized person who entered the door. _ 

Unfortunately, not every so-called Christian 
household isa home. I know a family who 
indulged in morning and evening prayers, 
and were strict in attendance at church. Yet 
the daughters quarreled with each other, 
were impudent to their mother, and the 

$ father was constantly finding: fault with the 
most trivial household affairs. ; 

To such men, certainly the beautiful home 

life of Robert Ingersoll is a severe rebuke. 
The first time I saw Mrs. Ingersoll I said to a 
friend, ‘She looks like a much-loved 
woman.” People who receive a great deal of 
love and good care usually show the evidence 
of it, just as a loveless, harassed life revcals 
its starved and pitiful condition, no matter 
how it may seek to disguise the fact. 
. Mrs. Ingersoll radiates happiness and con- 
tent. She looks up into the beaming, jovial 
face of her husband with an expression which 
tella its own story—it is so full of happy grat- 
itude and sweet affection. 

The two fair daughters are like rays of 
sunlight emanating from this union. One of 


the girls looks likea young goddess, and:pos- | his magnificent conversational: fireworks, not 


sesses an exquisit voice in song. I heard 
America's greatest ballad-maker say recently 
that no world-famous diva ever gave him the 
peculiar pleasure he found in listening ‘to, 
Miss Ingersoll’s singing.  - " 

* Not & highly cultivated or powerful 
voice," he said, ** but possessed of that subtle 
magnetism which sends the little thrills creep- 
ing up and down your spine." 

I-never saw a sweeter household. I never 
before saw so much affectionate reverence ex- 
hibited by wife and children toward any man. 
It seems a pity that this great orator, whose 
daily life at home and among humanity is a 
religion in itself, should be quoted as their 
leader by brainless men who liv only to make 
the world wicked. 

Let me say right here that I earnestly and 
confidently believe in a future life, in the 
efficacy of prayer, and in some mode of pun- 
isbment in the next existence for sinful souls 
who hav escaped it here. Yet I believe Rob- 
ert Ingersoll has done the world a great deal 
of good by hurling his thunderbolts of irony 
against the closed dcc:s of narrow creeds. 

As that remarkable virl-poet, Lizette Wood- 
worth Reese, has said in her wonderful 
couplet, 


Creeds grow so thick along the way; 
Their boughs hide God—I cannot pray. 


But Robert Ingersoll in his sarcastic de- 


-| nunciations of worn-out theological dogmas, 


in his ridicule cf the old-fashioned hell of 
burning brimstone, and in his earnest plea to 
men to worship the ''divinity within them- 
selvs," has only helped to cut away the 
boughs which obstructed our view and 
allowed us to see God more clearly in the 
world about us. 

He has compelled the Christian churches to 
broaden their creeds and to preach more love 
and less fear from the pulpit. The most 
prejudiced bigot dares not offer an intelligent: 
congregation to-day the theories which were 
served to us undiluted with reason fifteen 
yearsago. Iam convinced that greater credit 
is due to Robert Ingersoll for this result than 
to all other causes. 

Yet, on the other hand, he has done a 
great deal of harm. 

There is, unfortunately, more ignorance 
than intelligence inthe world. A great many 


pe 
able to grasp the idea of high morality which 
he teaches, merely seize at his ** no hell the- 
ories, chuckle over his blows at creeds, and 
quote him as their tescher and guide. If 
rebuked for their vicious, immoral, and un- 
godly lives, they say they are followers of 
* Bob Ingersoll,” and ‘don’t believe in n 
religion nohow.” i 

All his illustrations of noble manhood, strict 
morality, and never ceasing benevolence are 
lost on this brutal herd, who are only able to 
understand that he is a great man, and that 
he scoffs at creeds. 

Many young poets claim to study and follow 
the methods of Byron, of Browning, of Swin- 
burne. Byron indulged freely in poetical 
license and faulty rhymes. Browning is mys- 
tical and often labored. Swinburne given to 
over-much alliteration and sensuousness. But 
the great thoughts and brilliant wit of Byron, 
the profundity and master workmanship of 
Browning, the splendor and gorgeousness of 
Swinburne’s style, all render these faults ex- 
cusable. i 

The young poet who has neither wit, depth, 
nor originality copies the poetical license, the 
vagueness, or the sensuousness, and says he 
has but followed the masters. 

Just so many young men believe they are 
followers of Robert Ingersoll. With no com- 
prehension of the man's great brain, greater 
heart, and profoundly moral life, they ape his 
skepticism of creeds, his scorn of priestly 
rites and ceremonies, and in the midst of 
viciousness declare themselvs ‘‘ converts. to 
Ingersollism.” l 

I hold this indisputable fact to be a great 
misfortune tothe world. But that his earnest 
desire and aim is to better and broaden hu- 
manity I sincerely believe. 

Colonel Ingersoll givs more of his splendid 
strength to tumbling down error than to 
building up pedestals for truth. 

If he would say more about his belief in 
the need of fine principles, and less about the 
uselessness of piety; if he would giv us two 
words for morality to one against hell-fire, he 
would accomplish more good in the world. 

‘A skilful physician knows that a diseased 
system needs toning after purging. 

Colonel Ingersoll givs us too much blue- 
mass and not enough tonic. He cleanses us 
from error, but he does not giv us much to 
brace up our shattered nerves. He sends up 


| 


caring where the sparks fall. 

His conversation is a noble poem. His 
speech a string of glittering pearls. Language 
is his most ready and obedient servant. 
Words rush to obey his slightest command, 
and vie with one another to render him. elo- 
quent. Similes and comparisons, epigrams 
and metaphors worthy of Shakspere, enrich 
his common conversation. You hold your 
breath while listening, lest some wonderful 
conceit escape you. . 

Yet in spite of this opulence of phraseology 
‘and his supreme disbelief in the orthodox 
method of punishment, he has a remarkable 
fondness for the adjectiv ‘‘damn.” From 
the midst of his superb utterances of fine 
thoughts this naughty word leaps forth and 
surprises you, like a bulldog in a drawing- 
room. 

There are situations in life, I think, when 
the most devout Christian and the most re- 
fined woman thinks damn! Very good men 
sometimes utter it on such occasions. But it 
should be reserved for times of great need. I 
wish Colonel Ingersoll would not vitiate its 
usefulness by such frequent utterance. 

Mr. Ingersoll has no methods of work, no 
clock-work system of rising or toiling. He 
never makes anything but notes before his 
greatest speeches, and these only a day or 
two preceding. His orations are never writ- 
ten out until the stenographer takes them 
down during their delivery. 

He is fond of all games, and is, so his wife 
tells me, an excellent cook. During one of 
their summer outings he cooked all the break- 
fasts, and invited several friends to partake of 
his delicious omelets and delicate '' fries." 

He is a great jester. Some of his jokes are 
too subtle for the ordinary. mind. 

Knowing the proverbial propensity of the 
street beggar for using alms unworthily, he 
solemnly cautioned one recently in this wise : 
* Now, don’t go and waste this dime on 
bread; buy whisky with-it, my good fel- 
low.” The bystander who overheard him 
did not know it was a joke. I am afraid the 
beggar did not. 

Colonel Ingersoll does not like the Amer- 
ican custom of interviewing. He does not 
like the intrusion of the public through the 
newspapers into a man’s private life. All 
those who hav suffered from the misrepre- 


ntation.-and—misconetruction—of—the—pross— 


can understand how he may hav arrived at 
this state of feeling. 

: Yet we hav aright to know something of 
the daily life of the men and women who set 
themselvs before us as teachers or advisers. 
We hav a right to look into the private life of 
the clergyman who tells us that he can save 
our souls from perdition, and if his practice 
is not harmonious with his preaching we hav 
reason to doubt his protestations. 

We hav a right to look into the private life 

of Colonel Ingersoll, who declares that the 
humanitarian is greater than the Christian. 
If his conduct as husband, father, and citizen 
is open to criticism, we hav the right to crit- 
icise and condemn him as an intellectual ad- 
viser. Fortunately for him and his cause, 
his private life is worthy of all praise and 
emulation. 
:. He has a nameless air of well-bred ennui 
while listening to the talk of other people. 
It is not to be wondered at; our common: 
place expressions must seem to this king of 
oratory like the music of the hand-organ to 
Beethoven. 

Colonel Ingersoll: said to me the other 
evening: . 

“Life is a railroad train on which every 
passenger knows he must be killed. Maybe 
to-day, maybe to-morrow, but somewhere 
down the line he must meet his doom. Ah! 
I hav no use for a world with death in it,” 
and the jolly face grew sad, the clear, honest 
eyes shadowed with pain as he spoke. 

I wondered if this great man did not know 
that the folly and fallacy of his theories of 
future life were expressed in the words he 
uttered. LE 

I wonder if he does not feel that the beau- 
tiful ahd holy love which unites his family is 
divine and cannot end with this world. ` 

There is a pessimistic tone to much he says 
of late. Is the great Agnostic warrior laying 
down his arms before.the battle is over? 


Erta WHEELER Wiroox. 
à ——— 9$ ——————— 


, Afraid of the Millennium. 

: Professor Harvey, writing to the Tribune, 
&bout the brilliant meteor which fell recently, 
says: ‘‘The phenomenon has caused great 
excitement in this region, and has been the 
topic of conversation since the fall Many 
were badly frightened, thinking the millen- 
nium had come." At first sight this remark 


looks rather comical, and it might be thought 
that the good people of Maine and Canada 
who saw the meteor were somewhat confused 
as to the nature of the millennial program. 
But reflection must convince the thoughtful 
that, after all, consternation was quite natural 
and consistent in the circumstances, and that 
most people really would hav ample ground 
for alarm if. they thought the advent of the 
millennium was at hand. For nothing more 
revolutionary could be conceived than a state 
of existence such as the millennium has beeri 
prefigured ; and nothing more fatal to the am- 
bitions and, inclinations of the majority could 
belooked forward to. "When evolution has 
done its perfect work, and we hav all im- 
proved the ** ape and tiger” out of ourselvs, 
and hav ceased to regard heaven as a place to 
keep out of as long a8 possible, and no longer 
lament the passage of our friends to what we 
profess to believe is eiernal bliss, and think 
as much of preparing for another life as we 
do of having ‘‘a good time” in this one— 
there will be nothing in the millennial expec- 
tation to trouble any one. f 

. At present, however, the world is along 
way from being in astate of millennial prep- 
aration. It is not capable of ‘‘living up to” 
the idea. Notwithstanding all the efforts of 
all the churches for so many centuries, the 
conception of a state of existence controled 
wholly in the interest of good remains prac- 
tically unthinkable. The most conscien- 
tious deacon would feel lost in a world where 
horse-trades were excluded unless rigidly 
equitable. The stoutest professors would. find 
their faith weaken if on any day but Sunday 
they could not keep up their end of the log 
in business at the expense of somebody else. 
A world in which Number One was syste- 
matically sent to the rear, and Number Two 
was systematically brought to the front, 
would indeed be not worth living in for the 
majority of us. 
people be anything else than frightened at the 
rumor that the millennium was at hand? If 
the fish in the sea were told that at a certain 
time all the water was to. be drained off, 
leaving them high and dry, would they be 
charmed at the prospect? Truly not 80, and 
fish out of water the majority of human 
beings would be if what they think they 
desire most, and believe to be best worth hop- 


ing for, were of a sudden to occur to thei. 
“The good folks-who-“-were badly frightened)- 


thinking the millennium had come,” were, 
after all, very sensible people, and’ appre- 
ciated the situation shrewdly.— Tribune. 
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smaller Diamond Goods same discounts. WILL 
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inet Organs worth $150 for $75; do. $100 for $50. 
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airs, $18 worth $25. 100Plush and Leather Albums, 
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Plated Knives $3 50; Forks $3.50 per dozen? Triple 
plated Tea-spoons $1.70; Table-spoons 13 40 per 6. 
Dest Spectacle or Eye-Glass $1, Pebbles $2, Gold 
16 and $7 (Send line of finest print you can read 
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to 50 per cent profit—I will serve you honestly and 
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5 to 10 per cent. OTTO TTSTEIN, 


Rochelle, Ill. 
S. P, Putnam’s Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 


Its Scientific Solution, with some Criticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts, 
“A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day."—Jonn 
Swinton’s Paper. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Da. HENRY W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven; and Hell. Price 25 cents, 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand? and 


other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 


Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 


version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
bopy the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 
cents, 
For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COQ, 
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Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
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B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
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George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 8,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
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Robt. G. Ingersoll’s 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 


in the suit of the 
Bankers? and Merchants Tele- 
graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 


So many hay asked for copies of this famous 
speech that THE TRUTH BEEXER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


on’s Court, Fleet street, 


WOW GATIAEY 
RY-SQUARE, 


AK OU 
OR, 
The Church of Practical Religion. 


. BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suff- 

` cient narrativ about it to interest the readerand 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


Fathers of Our Republic, 
Paine, Jefferson, Washington, 


Franklin. 


A LEOTURE delivered before the Tenth Annual 
Congress of the American Secular Union, 
in Chickering Hall New York 
November 13, 1886. 
By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 


Price 15 cents, ‘ 
: Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


IS THE GOD OF ISRAEL 
THE TRUE GOD? 


The Narrativ of the Five Books of Moses, 
: Joshua, and Judges, and the * 
New Testament. 


By Israel W, Groh. 


Address : 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00} 


Price 25 cents. 
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GRAND, UPRIGHT 


Unrivaled in Tone, 


No 
Cor. S7th St. 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 


hammer Logic unsurpassed.”  8vo., 883pp., 
silk cloth, $3, - 

Deity Analyzed and the Devil's De- 
fense. A thorough analysis of the 
claims for the existence of the Bible déity, and 
an examination in verse of the charges gener- 
ally brought against his Satanic majesty. 
12mo, 466pp., $1.50... 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 


goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Oloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. t 


Infidel Death Beds. 
By G. W. FOOTE, 


Price, € - 2 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


HOW TO STRENGTHEN 
THE MEMORY; 


OR 


Natural and Scientific Methods of 
| Never Forgetting. 

By. M. L. HOLBROOK, M.D. 

12mo, 160 pp., - = 8 = 

Address 


$1.00 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette PL. New York. 
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| [ruth Seeker Annual ! 


dfreethinkers’ Almanac, 
| 1887. 


+ WITH + ILLUSTRATIONS. + 


COITITXITITS. 


Liberty. Address by Grover Cleveland, . - 29 
The Coming Dawn. By D. Louis Bodge, - 30 


Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the 
States and Territories of the United States, 37 


The Right to Testify. By F. M. Holland, 92 
The American Secular Union. By Samuel P. 


ep 


NOVEMBER 5, 1887: 
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AND SQUARE. 


Touch and Workmanship. 
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New York. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Hxact Ratios in Its 
Acquirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K, INGALLS., 


Price, Cloth, . . $1.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. | 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER 


DEATH IMPROBABLE. 
By L. R. SMITH. 
Pamphlet, 32pp., 12mo, - Price, 10 cents. 
Published and for sale by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 


‘Price 10 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH BEEKER Company, 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous; itis now known to be the work of W. 


H. Burr, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. 
For sale at this office. - 


Price, 15 cents, 
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PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 25. 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:80 and 7:80 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rate 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Ear 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wm. HENRY 
Burg. Price, 25 cents, For sale at this office, 


PAINE’S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli- 
^ cal Works, 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


e “The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, ee Six copies for 


THE CRISIS. 


By Thomas Paine. 

Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Grea 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more suck 
flaming arguments . . wil not leave num- 
bers at 3 loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa 
ration.” 

Price, 35 cents, 


For either of these works or any of Paine’ 
writings, Address THE RUTH SEEKER. 


VOLTATRE’S ROMANCES, 


OONTENTS : 

The White Buli: A Satirical Romance.— Zadig 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princes; 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowns. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature. Mioromegag — 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the White 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 


at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversatior. 


With a Chinese.—Plato's Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo, 448 pa es, laid paper. With 67 
engravings. Price, cloth, beveled boards, $1.50; pa- 
per covers, $1, calf or half morocco, marbled 
edges, $4.00. 
f Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE DAWNING, 


A NOVEL. 
** Oh, heaven! Apollo is once more amon 
herdsmen of Admetus, and the herdsmen í 
not it is the Sun-god !" 


An octavo volume of nearly 400 pages, bound 
cloth. Price, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Co. 
23 Lafayette Place, New York 


THE 


CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
i ` OAVILIZATEION., 


From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION. 
Price, 50 cents, i 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


WORKS OF O. B. WHITFORD, M.D, 
Christianity a Reward for Crime. 


Authenticated by the Bible. 
Paper; 12mo, 29 pages, E - - 10c. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 
Paper, 12mo, 47 pages, - - - 150 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 25c. 


A Masonic Vindieation of Right. 
A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 86 pages; - - - = 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America, 


BY A CAPITALIST. 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remedy, the author thinks, isin communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it will be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. 


Paper,50c; cloth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


OR, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


be. 


BY 
H.J. SEIGNEURET, 
, Secularist. 
Price, z - - - 10 cents. 


HISTORY 


OF THE. 
INTELLECTUAL DEYELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 

By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 


Revised Edition—2 vola—Price, $8. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
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^ Hews of the Week. 
Tux Democrats of New York hav nominated 
-for district attorney a man against whom 
judgments to the amount of about $9,000 hav 
been found in the courts of the state for un- 
-` paid personal debts—board, clothes, borrowed 
“money, ete. 
“ax printers did not 


THE ORDER OF CREATION, 


Discussion Between 
Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, 
Linton, Reville, - 
On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
Parts CONTENTS: 
I. Dawn of Oreation-and of Worship, By Hon. 
. E. Gladstone. : 


II. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter-|: 


reters of Nature. By Prof, T. H. Huxley. 


rr. Postscript io Bolar Myths. By Prof. Mar 
u ~ à 


"win the recent strike, and 
"hav gone back to work 


IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Falt Trial.. 
. By Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 2m 
m DES of-Groation. E Answerto Mr. Glad- 
3 e, D,D. 
VI. Mr. ‘Gladstone and Genesis. By Prof. T. H. 


t ' Huxley. = 
VIL. A Protest anda Plea, By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
on 


` ‘This ig a néw book and contains the latest disóus- 


sion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of the 
participants are a guarantee of its able character. 


. Price, paper, 50 cents; clot, 75 cents. ~ 


TRUTH SEEKER. 00. 
THE Se Lafayette Pl..New York. 


^at the employers’ terms. 


- Tue steamer Manito- 


woc went down in a 


..8torm on Lake Michigan 


last week with all on 


-board, some thirty per- 
sons, 


== Denis ` KEARNEY, the 
‘San Francisco sand.lot 
“orator, is in New York 
"working for anti-Chinese 
legislation and harassing 
- Henry George. 
"Tur New York Knights 
of Labor held a mass- 
“meeting last Saturday 
‘night to express sympa- 
thy for the Chicago An- 
archists. Prof. Felix Ad- 
“ler also spoke Sunday in 
“behalf of the condemned 
men. 


SUPERINTENDENT W AL- 
LING, of the New York 
: police, has just published 
& book in which he relates 
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how the stolen remains 
of the late A. 'T. Stewart 
-Were recovered from the 
.thieves.. The body is 
now in a crypt at Garden 
City, L. I., so connected 
by electric wires that any 
‘disturbance will ring all 
‘the bells in the cathedral. 
` Ar a Catholic church ; 
‘fair in Portland last week a barrel of beer was 
put up and sold by lottery, thus violating 


m 
aia | 
(i /7, 
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arrests followed. LRL 
"THe Rev. H. M. Keck (Methodist), Cedar- 
ville, O., has been suspended for stealing. 
: Srxry-sEVEN arrests were made in this city 
i last Sunday for violations of the liquor law. 


. “Happy. Bos" Van Browz, of the Salva- 
"tion Army, will be hanged at Warsaw, N. Y., 
"Nov. 8th, for murder. 


. ."Tnis is the season of collections for Peter's |. 


; pence, which go to pay the personal expenses 
.Of the pope. In St. Patrick's Cathedral, 
, New York, the collection amounted to $2,000. 


^" Iv is reported that the seven condemned 

: Anarchists of Chicago hav very little hope in 

~ the interference of the United States Supreme 
-Court, and expect to die on November 11th. 
"The shrouds and caps to be used at the execu- 
tion are already prepared. : 


Tuer Court of Appeals has decided ad- 
:versely to the Henry George party on the 
. appeal in the mandamus suit to compel the 
:New.York Police Board to appoint a repre- 
~ sentativ of that party as the fifth member of 
every one of the 812 boards of inspectors of 
: elections. 


From a table prepared by City Superin- 
tendent Jasper it appears that 6,664 children 
: were turned away from schoolhouse doors for 
the first ten months of this year because there 
. was not room for them in the schoolhouses. 
This is regarded as paradoxical, in view of 
,the fact that New York has a law making 
attendance at school compulsory. ^ 
_ Somz Episcopal clergymen met in this city 
.One day last week to discuss the labor ques- 
. tion. A paper, which was received with ap. 
;plause, urged that “it shall be the duty of 
„each member to devote a certain portion of 
“his time to the study of the social questions 
of the day in the light of the Incarnation.” 
“Great results should attend this method of 
* viewing the differences between capital and 
-]abor! 


PárRIOK Forp, editor of the Irish World, 

-~ has. seceded from the Henry George party, 

` and denounces Dr. McGlynn in double-leaded 

type- He says: ‘‘ When he (McGlynn) began 

; to traduce the church and insult and defy the 

: pope amid the applause of scoffing Infidels 

and avowed enemies of the entire Christian 

system, then I halted and drew the line.” Mr. 

Ford is a Catholic, and has undoubtedly re- 
ceived warning from headquarters. 
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JOSEPH IS SOLD TO THE MIDIANITES. NE 


Qddi and finds. 


He is at once the king and the kingdumb, ^" ^^ 


Ir is sad to see family relics sold at auction, but 
the most painful thing under the hammer is gen- 


Tus is the composition a new teacher had the 
pleasure of hearing read in a school not far from 
Concord : ** Going to School,—I like to go to school 
when we hav a good teacher. I don’t like to go to 
school this term,” 


TEACHER (to class): “If a hole were made right 
through the center of the earth, where would it: 
come out at?” Several guesses were made, when 
Johnny yelled: “ I know, teacher.” * Well, where ?’. 
“On the other side of the earth.” -` . 


An up-town rector was writing his &ermon for 
Sunday when his little girl came into his study. 
Taking her upon his knee for a moment, she 
looked at his manuscript curiously, and turning 
to him in a thoughtful way said: " Pa, does God 
-tell you what to write?” “ Certainly, my child," 
“Then what makes you scratch 80 much of it 
out?” queried the little one. . 


ETHEL and Egbert were bidding each other a 
proper good-bye the other eveniug, when the draft 
from the open front door blew the hall light out 
and left the two young people in sudden darkness, 
“ Weren’t you awfully afraid," asked Ethel’s dear- 
est friend next day when Ethel was telling the 
story, ‘ to be left in alone in the dark like that?” 
“Yes, dear, I was,” confessed Ethel, frankly. 
“Egbert is quite bashful, you know, and I was 
afraid he wouldn't see how perfectly helpless I 
was.” 


Oxz of Detroit’s best known evangelical minis- 
ters has a half interest in a four-year-old daugh- 
ter. The other day she broke over the traces of 
disciplin, and her mother sent her into a closet 
with the injunction to tell God all about what a 
naughty little girl she had been. . At the expira- 
tion of her penance hour she came forth very 
quietly, as if her disciplin had had a wholesome 
effect. “Well, little daughter,” said the mother, 
^ did you tell God all about it?” “No, mamma,” 
was the reply; “I dess didn’t do it *tause I fought 
my papa wouldn't like to let it det out of the 
family." j 


“ GRANDMA, where do they get the babies sweet, 
With their dimpled hands.and tiny feet?” 

** Out of a cabbage-head, my child.” 
And the needle clicked as grandma smiled, 


Grandma left home one beautiful day 

An old friend a long-promiged visit to pay, 
But the little brain with a plan was rife, 
As she captured grandma’s carving-knife, 


Out where the cabbages gleamed in the sun, 
To surprise grandma would-be such fun, 
With the knife she cut each head so round, 
Nor left uncut one in the ground. 


When grandma returned and the ruin spied,. 
* Why did you do it, my child 2” she cried, 
** I wanted to s’prise you, grandma,” she replied, 
* But I guess they've all taken wings-and flied.” 


'Up-to- g cam) mm 
Andlighted'his pipe with a. glowing coal. 


. Then there passed by Midianites, merchant-men ; and they drew and.lifted up Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph 
to the Ishmeelites for twenty pieces of silver; and they brought Joseph into Egypt.—Gen. xxxvii, 28. 


. TOLD AT THE CAMPFIRE, . 
i ** Come, Corporal Joe ! 
Tell us a tale of old Shiloh !” : 
Corporal Joe; long-legged and thin; 


Wrinkled of brow and grizzled of chin. 
e DIàz e-8tole, .. .. 


: “Strange,” said he, 
“What a comfort a pipe can be! 


“In the spring of '02, you see, ; 
Our army camped on the Tennessee. 

Old Grant and Buell, by day and night, 
Were getting their forces in trim to fight 
Old Johnson's rebel host, which lay 

At Corinth, some twenty miles away. 


“ With mud and muskeeters, twas bad enough, 
And rations was short. But what came tough 
Was this : our fellers was all dead broke, 

‘And no tobacker to chaw or smoke;: 

A state of matters that wasn't no joke. 


* Before the battle, on Saturday night, 

When the boys were asleep, I spied by the light 
'Of the waning campfire a blue-coat rise 

To his elbow and peer with cautious eyes 

On all around, Then, drawing a plug 

From his pocket, he stowed in his stingy mug 
Sich a generous chaw 

That Iquite forgot old Sinai's law, 

The sweet home rules ofthe Sunday-schools, 
And, waiting until the miser slept, 

Like a pitiful thief to his side I crept, 

Stole his tobacker, then went to rest 

With the treasure hugged to my guilty breast. 


“You remember, boys, how the morning broke 
Through the lurid folds of battle smoke, 

And there ain’t no call for me to tell 

How the tide of victory tose and fell 

For three long days. . You fellows.know 

All I can tell you about Shiloh. : 


“ What I mean to tell S : 

Is somethin’ you don’t know quite as well. 

"Iwas near the close of the last dread day— 

Just how it happened I never could say— 

Whilst storming the ridge through shot and shell, 
Somethin’ hit me and down I fell, 

While the boys swept on with a terrible yell. 


“Tt seemed for a minute my time had come, 

As I lay there all so faint and numb ; 

But I hadn't the slightest trace of pain; * 
I hadn’t even a bruise or strain; . 

And what I took for the flowing blood 

‘Was dampness pressed from the soft spring mud. 
So, taking courage, I looked around ; 

And say, boys, what do you think I found, 

As I gathered myself from the mud and dirt? 
Why, there in the pocket of my shirt, i 

Just over my heart, in the plug I stole; 

Lay a rifle ball in a snug little hole. ' 

I tell you, boys, I held my. breath— 

Just a chaw of tobacker 'twixt me and death ! 

I thought, as I riz from the muddy ground, 
Them’s born to be hanged won't never be drowned 
And I sometimes think, as I look at that ‘ chaw, 
Thatit ain't always safest to stick to the law.” 
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“Ir would seem that religion of all kinds has only | 


resulted in debasing man, rendering him more 
savage than the beasts of prey. -He certainly has 
shown more ingenuity in inflicting torture upon 
his fellow-man than the cruelést tiger that roams 
the jungle.— D. M. Bennett. ER : 

. Ir is not want of power in God that he cannot 
Jie or sin: it.is the infinit purity of the divine 
nature that makes this im- 
possible, by reason of his 
infinit perfection. With the 
power of creating we must 
also join that of annihilat- 
ing, which is equal to it, 
and must necessarily be 
supposed to be in God, be- 
cause we plainly perceive it 
to be a perfection.—Bishop 
Burnett’s Thirty-nine Arti- 
cles, - ; i 


` all progress, political, so- 
‘cial, or moral; as one who 
hails with joy every onward 


toward further enlighten- 
ment, the Broad Ohurch- 
men find in me a very 
devoted adherent. I sym- 
pathize most cordially with 


` of the mere conventionali- 
ties of religion, in their 
determination to prove all 
things and to hold fast only 


Fenton E. Winstow. 


Wno art thou that judg- 
est another man’s servant ? 


eth or falleth : yea, he shall 
be holden up; for God is 
able to make him stand.— 
Rom, xiv, 4, 


THE man who calls relig- 
ion obedience to a God, and 
the man who calls it.a sense 
of mystery or devotion to 
ideal excellence, substan- 
tially.agree that morality 
is practical good conduct. 

`. The man who says that 
“mere morality” is not 
enough, tacitly confesses 
that it is a practical reality, 

go far as it. goes, although 

he may sometimes set relig- 


[ion above it. That is, he confesses that, if there 


were no God and no future life, there is still 
Something that may practically be called moral- 
ity; and the man who (after Mr. Arnold) calls 
religion ** morality touched with emotion," recog- 


:[touchéd with emotion. I-may. safely say, there- ` 
;| fore, that if men knew there was no- God, nor 
, į immortal life, nor revelation, there would still be 


conduct that is good for something, and it would 
then be conduct that would.produce the most 
manhood or life in existemge we know, because 
there would be no other standard .of: measure- 
ment,—S, J, Stewart. . : 


* LET me carry your pail, my dear, 
Brimming over with water!” . 

“No! Ill take hold and you take hold,” 
Answered the farmer’s daughter. 


And she would hav her own sweet way, 
As her merry eyes grew brighter; 

Bo she took hold and he took hold, 
And it made the burden lighter, 


And now they’re at the eve of life, 
‘While the western skies grow brighter, 
For she took hold and he took hold, 
And it made the burdens lighter. 


THE insect-world, if it understood how to use ita 
powers, might, in seven centuries, at least, drive 
away man and take possession of the soil. These 
pests could do what they liked, if only they would 
combine, and, instead of preying upon each other, 
use all their power against man, As a matter of 
fact, the insect-world largely maintains its equi- 


_{ librium by the cannibalism and constant strife that 
obtain between creatures of the same species— 


caterpillars chase and eat each other, spiders 
devour nearly as many spiders aa flies, wasps kill 
wasps, fleas bite fleas, and bugs destroy bugs. 
Nor is this all, for assassination is constant, and 
the younger members of a family pull their elders 


|to pieces, not for food, but simply as a practical 


joke. This proves, no doubt, a corrupt nature [let 
the parsons explain this if they can], but it ig one 
which makes life possible for us, and saves our 
species from the poet’s stricture that— 
* Man only mars kind Nature's plan, 
And turns the fierce pursuit on man.” 
—London Spectator, 


. BoME years ago, I visited one of the London 
Board schools, and on the wall I saw a list of the 
daily Bible lessons appointed to be given by the 
master. He must teach exploded history, absurd 
miracles, a crude and fallacious morality. He 
must teach the children that God intentionally 
designed the innumerable carnivora, and gent 
them forth to their fearful and never-ending feast 
of blood; that he condemned all men for the fault 
of one; that he drowned all animals because the 
chiéf animal, man, proved morally imperfect, hav- 
ing been purposely created 80; that he commanded 
his “chosen race" to utterly exterminate whole 
nations, not sparing man, woman, child, or any- 


thing that breathed; that he stayed the sun at: 


Joshua’s command to facilitate that slaughter. 
that the same “gracious and long-suffering ” 
Jehovah solemnly and deliberately commanded 
that all who did the least work on Saturday should 
be stoned to death, etc,—-Religion in Séhools, 


Tux Lord hath made all things for himself— 
even the wicked for the day of evil.—Prov. xvi, 6. 


AS an ardent advocate of ` 


stride of the human mind. 


their outspoken intolerance ' 


that which is good.—Rev.' 


To his own master he stand- ` 
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Tux Watts and Leake Orphan Asylum has 
finally been purchased by the Episcopalians 
as the place for their new cathedral. The 
price paid is $850,000. 

A sERGEANT of the army has invented a 
means of using nitro-glycerin shells, pro- 
pelled by gunpowder. He has fired 327 shots, 
all of which are said to hav been successful. 


Tars is a Christian nation, says the Union 
Labor Express, and adds: ‘‘ Millions of chil- 
dren shivering and starving, millions of blan- 
kets and comforts lying idle on the shelves 
waiting for buyers, and millionaired Chris- 
tians feeding meats and cakes to dogs, cats, 
and polyglotic politicians.” 


A rumor is going round that President 
Cleveland will remodel his cabinet soon. Sec- 
retary Lamar will go from the interior de- 
partment to the supreme bench as the suc- 
cessor of Justice Woods, and Postmaster- 
General Vilas will be made secretary of the 
interior. Don M. Dickinson, of Michigan, 
will be the next postmastcr-general. 


“I GREATLY dislike,” said a Dakota min- 
ister, last Sunday, after the singing of the 
first hymn, ‘‘to make any personal allusions 
from the pulpit, but I feel as if a certain oc- 
currence demanded a word. I refer to the 
case of Brother Hopkins, who lost $10 on old 
Royal George, the running horse, at the 
county fair this week, and got mad, and set 
up a great howl about fraud, and tried to 
clean out the whole committee, and so forth. 
It was in poor taste, and deserves the strongest 


S 
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denunciation. I suppose I might also add by 
way of example,” continued the good man, 
as he turned over the leaves searching for his 
text, that I was backing Royal George to 
the tune of $80 myself, but when I lost I 
didn't go around roaring as if I had lost a 
right leg."—OCAhicago Tribune. 


“I aav pitched many a ball game, but I 
never pitched one that I did not first ask our 
heavenly father’s assistance.” This is what 


Mr. Stagg, Yale’s baseball pitcher, got off at. 


the evangelist meeting at Dockstader’s on 
Sunday evening. If this is the stuff that is 
welcomed by the evangelical brethren that 
held forth at Dockstader’s, remarks the 
Herald, the sooner the evangelists take to the 
woods the better. 


Main advices per steamer City of New 
York, from Hong Kong, say that the typhoon 
which raged on the night of September 17th 
struck the island of Hoi Ling with its full 
force. The total number of lives sacrificed it 
is difficult to ascertain, but the general opin- 
ion is that one hundred or two hundred per- 
sonsons were drowned on the islands. At 
Chick Lung, some ten miles distant from Ye 
Yung Kong, thirty-two lives were lost and 
three passage-boats sunk. This is another 
act of God for which President Cleveland de- 
sires thanks returned. i 


In the supreme judicial court, sitting for 
Essex, Mass., on the 1st inst., there was filed 
the appeal of Prof. Egbert C. Smyth, of An- 
dover, from the decision of the board of vis- 
itors removing him from his professorship 
and a prayer for a writ of certiorari to com- 
“mand them to produce in court all things 
relating to the case. The court made an or- 
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der, by consent of counsel on both sides, that 
the writ should issue by December 1st. It was 
intimated by the court that owing to the im- 
portance of the case it might be heard in Bos- 
ton rather than in Essex. 


A DELEGATION representing the American 
Bible Society, the Mohonk Conference, and 
several religious and missionary societies, 
called upon the president on the 2d inst. to 
urge upon him a modification of the order of 
the interior department prohibiting the use 
of the Indian language in the Indian schools. 
The delegation said that the interpretation 
given to the order had put an endto the 
religious instruction of the Indians, and that 
Several mission schools had been compelled 
to suspend their work in consequence. The 
president’s reply was entirely satisfactory to 
the delegation. He said that it was notin- 
tended that the order should be so literally 
construed as to forbid religious instruction 
in the Indian language, and that the recent 
annual report of the commissioner of Indian 
affairs has made this clear. The president 
is good to the pious. 

Tur World of the 3d inst. says: ‘‘It is high 
time New York was rechristened ‘ Little 
Russia.’ The high-handed doings of the 
police of this city will soon giv it that title. 
Tuesday, about noon, Theron B. Doty was 
arrested by Detectiv Price, of headquarters, 
at the corner of Broadway and Thirty-first 
street. The prisoner was taken to 300 Mul- 


berry street, and was charged, before the’ 


sergeant in Superintendent Murray’s office, 
with being a ‘disorderly person.’ He was 
then taken into the detectiv bureau, and be- 
fore Sergeant Bird was charged with being a 
* suspicious person.” Doty asked the priv- 


^L 


ilege of sending a message to a brother-in-law 
doing business on Broadway, and his request 
was refused. He was locked up. Detectiv 
Price said that Doty was ‘abusing Christ’ 


-| when he arrested him, and ‘he could stand 


it no longer, and so he locked him up for one 
day.  Doty is & person who goes about 
preaching and writing. Price said Doty had 
written several articles, anti-Christ in tone, 
for the newspapers. Detectiv Price evidently 
takes it unto himself to make a law against . 
blasphemy, and to act as judge, jury, and ex- 
ecutioner.” 


. Parisians, who, in these latter days, at 
least, are not remarkable for the depth or 
fervor of their religious feelings, says the 
London Daily Telegraph, are about to hav a 
museum of religions. The founder of this re- 
markable and interesting institution is a M. 
Guimet. The building is in the Greco-Roman 
style of architecture, and with its pillared . 
porticoes, its rotundo, its columns, and its 
caryatides, looks like an ancient temple. It. 
is situated near the Trocadero, at a corner of 
the Avenue de Jéna. The edifice has been 
constructed after designs which were taken 
from the last mosaics discovered at Pompeii. 
The religions of Greece and Rome are most 
strongly represented, and in the northern 
gallery is an atrium which is to contain the 
alter of a pagan divinity copied from an orig- 
inal model. In the lateral galleries will be 
exhibited objects appertaining to the religions _ 
of Egypt, India, and China. In a garden at- 
tached to the building there is to be placed a 
large conservatory and a pond containing 
plants consecrated to religious uses. It is 
stated that the museum will be opened to the 
public in a fe eks. IE 
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Communications. 


The Bible of Nature; or, The Principles of 


Secularism. 
,A CONTRIBUTION TO THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE. 
| BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Author of “ Physical Education,” “The Secret of the East,” eto. 


IV.—Ossrotive Maxims. 
CHAPTER XVI.—FOREST CULTURE. 
A.—Lessons of Instinct. 


It is wonderful how often instinct has anticipated 
the practical lessons of science. Long before com- 
parative anatomy taught us the characteristics of our 
digestive organs the testimony of our natural pre- 
dilections indicated the advantages of a frugal diet. 
Long before modern hygiene pointed out the perils 
of breathing the atmosphere of unventilated dormi- 
tories the evidence of our senses warned us against 
the foulness of that atmosphere. And ages before 
the researches of agricultural chemistry began to re- 
veal the protective influence of arboreal vegetation, 
‘an instinct which the child of civilization shares with 
the rudest savage revolted against the reckless de- 
struction of fine woodlands, and sought to retrieve 
the loss by surrounding private homes with groves 
and parks. The love of forests is as natural to our 
species as the love of rocks to the mountain-goat. 
Trees and tree-shade are associated with our tradi- 
tions of paradise, and that the cradle of the human 
race was not a brick tenement or a wheat-farm, but a 
tree-garden, is one of the few points on which the 
genesis of Darwin agrees with that of the Penta- 
teuch. The happiest days of childhood would lose 
half their charm without the witchery of woodland 
rambles, and, like an echo of the foreworld, the in- 
stincts of our forest-born ancestors often awake in 
the souls of their descendants. City children are 
transported with delight at the first sight of a wood- 
covered landscape, and the evergreen arcades of a 
tropical forest would charm the soul of a young 
Esquimaux as the ever-rolling waves of the ocean 
would awaken the yearnings of a captive sea-bird. 
The traveler Chamisso mentions an interview with a 
poor Yakoot, a native of the North Siberian ice-coast, 
who happened to get hold of an illustrated magazine 
with a woodcut of a fine southern landscape: a river- 
valley, rocky slopes rising towards a park-like lawn 
with a ng, aka of wooded highlands. With that 
journal on his knees the Yakoot squatted down in 
front of the traveler’s tent, and thus sat motionless, 
hour after hour, contemplating the picture in silent 
rapture. “How would you like to live in a country 
of that kind?". asked the professor. The Yakoot 
folded his hands, but continued his reverie. “I hope 
we shall go there if weare good,” said he at last, with 
a sigh of deep emotion. 

The importance of hereditary instincts can be often 
measured by the degree of their persistence. Man 
is supposed to be a native of the trans-Caucasian 
highlands—Armenia, perhaps, or the terrace-lands of 
the Hindookoosh. Yet agriculture has succeeded in 
developing a type of human beings who would in- 
stinctively prefer a fertile plain to the grandest high- 
land paradise of the Kast. Warfare has in like man- 
ner engendered an instinctive fondness for a life of 
perilous adventure, as contrasted with the arcadian 
security of the Golden Age. There are men who 
prefer slavery to freedom, and think pallor more at- 
tractive than the glow of health, but a millennium of 
unnaturalism has as yet failed to develop a species of 
human beings who would instinctively prefer the 


dreariness of a treeless plain to the verdure of a pri- 


meval forest. 
B.—REWARDS OF ‘CONFORMITY. 

The love of forest-trees is a characteristic of the 
nature-abiding nations of the North, and has re- 
warded itself by an almost complete reversion of the 
original contrast between the garden lands of the 
South and the inhospitable wilderness of the higher 
. latitudes. Forest destruction has turned Southern 
Europe into a desert, while the preservation of forests 
has made the homes of the hyperborean hunters an 
Eden of beauty and fertility. “One-third to the 
hunter, two-thirds to the husbandman," was the rule 
of Markgrave Philip in his distribution of forest and 
fields, and expresses the exact proportion which 
modern science indicates as most favorable to the 
perennial fertility of our farm-lands. In a single cent- 
ury the forest-destroying Spaniards turned many 
of their American colonies from gardens into sand- 
wastes, while, after fourteen hundred years of con- 
tinuous eultivation, the fields of the Danubian Valley 
„aro still as fertile as in the days of Trajan and Taci- 
tus. Along the river-banks and half-way up the 
foot-hills the arable land has been cleared, but higher 
up the forest has been spared. All the highlands 
from Ratisbon to Budha-Pesth still form a con- 
tinuous mountain park of stately oaks and pines, 
and, as a consequence, springs never fail; crops are 
safe against winter floods and summer drouths; 
song-birds still return to their birthland, and re- 


| field-trails with rows of shade-trees. 


| ward their protectors by the destruction of noxious 


insects ; meadows, grain-fields, and orchards produce 
their abundant harvest year after year ; famine is un- 
known, and contagious diseases rarely assume an 
epidemic form. In Switzerland and Prussia the pres- 
ervation of the now remaining woodlands is guaran- 
teed by strict protective laws; Scandinavia requires 
her forest-owners to replant a certain portion of 
every larger clearing; in Great Britain the parks of 
the ancient mansions are protected like sacred monu- 
ments of the past, and landowners vie in lining their 
The fertility of 
those lands is a constant surprise to the American 
traveler disposed to associate the idea of eastern 
landscapes with the picture of worn-out fields. Sur- 
rounded by Russian steppes and trans-Alpine deserts, 
the homes of the Germanic nations still form a 
Goshen of verdure and abundance. Forest protectors 
have not lost their earthly paradise. 
(.-—PERVERSION. 

Sixteen hundred years ago the highlands of the 
European continent were still covered with a dense 
growth of primeval forests. The healthfulness and 
fertility of the Mediterranean coastlands surpassed 
that of the most favored regions of the present world, 
and the dependence of those blessings on the preser- 
vation of the spring-sheltering woodlands was clearly 
recognized by such writers as Pliny and Columella, 
though their own experience did not enable them to 
suspect all the ruinous consequences of that whole- 
sale forest destruction, which modern science has 
justly denounced as the ne plus ultra folly of human 
improvidence. Practical experiments had, however, 
demonstrated such facts as the failing of springs on 
treeless slopes, and the violence of winter floods in 


districts unprotected by rain-absorbing forests, and: 


tree culture was practiced as a regular branch of ra- 
tional husbandry. But with the triumph of the Gal- 


ilean church came the millennium of unnaturalism. 
Rational agricuiture became a tradition of the past; 
the culture of secular science was fiercely denounced 
from thousands of pulpits ; improvidence, “ unworld- 
liness,” and superstitious reliance on the efficacy of 
prayer were systematically inculeated as supreme 
virtues; the cultivators of the soil were treated like 
unclean beasts, and for a series of centuries the 
garden regions of the East were abandoned to the 
inevitable consequences of neglect and misculture. 


Millions of acres of fine forest lands passed into the 


hands of ignorant priests, who, in their greed for im- 


mediate gain, and their reckless indifference to the 
secular welfare of posterity, doomed their trees to 


the ‘ax, entailing barrenness on regions favored by 
every natural advantage of soil and climate. Drouths, 
famines, and locust-swarms failed to impress the pro- 
test of nature. Her enemies had no concern with 
such worldly vanities as the study of climatic vicissi- 
tudes, and hoped to avert the consequences. of their 
folly by an appeal to the intercession of miracle- 


working saints. 
D.—PENALTIES OF NEGLECT. 


Yet the saints failed to answer that appeal. The 


outraged laws of nature avenged themselves with the 
inexorable sequence of cause and effect, and in spite 


of all prayer-meetings the significance of their crime 
against the fertility of their Mother Earth. was 
brought home to the experience of the ruthless de- 
stroyers. In their net-work of moss and leaves 
forests absorb the’ moisture of the atmosphere, and 
thus nourish the springs which in their turn replenish 
the brooks and rivers, When the highlands of the 
Mediterranean peninsulas had been deprived of their 
woods the general failing of springs turned rivers 


into shallow. brooks, and brook-valleys into arid 


ravines. Summer rains became too scarce to sup- 
port the vegetation of the farm lands; the tillers of 


the soil had to resort to irrigation and eat their 


bread in a harder and ever harder struggle for exist- 
ence, till vast areas of once fertile lands had to be 
entirely abandoned, and the arable territory of this 
planet was yearly reduced by the growth of an 
artificial desert. And while the summer drouths be- 
came more severe, winter floods became more frequent 
and destructive. From the treeless slopes of the 
Mediterranean coastlands winter rains descended like 
waterfalls, turning once placid rivers into raging tor- 
rents, and depriving the fields of their small remnant 
of fertile mould. Hillsides which in the times of 
Virgil had furnished pastures for thousands of herds 
were thus reduced to a state of desolation almost as 
complete as that of a volcanic cinder-field; their 
dells choked with rock debris, their terraces rent by 
a chaos of gullies and clefts, while the soil, swept 
from the highlands, was accumulated in mudbanks 
near the mouth of the river. Harbors once offering 
anchorage for the fleets of an empire became inacces- 
sible from the ever-growing deposits of diluvium. 
Yearly mud inundations engendered climatic diseases 
and all-pervading gnat swarms. Insectivorous birds, 
deprived of their nest shelter, emigrated to less in. 
hospitable lands, and the scant produce of tillage had 
to be shared with ever-multiplying legions of destruc- 
tive insects, Along the south coasts of Italy the 
shore-hills for hundreds of miles present the same 
dreary aspect of monotonous barrenness. Greece is a 
naked rock; forests have almost disappeared from 


inches. 


the plains of Spain and Asia Minor; in northern 
Africa millions of square miles, once teeming with 
cities and castles, have been reduced to a state of 
hopeless aridity. The Mediterranean, once a forest- 
lake of paradise, has become a Dead Sea, surrounded 
by barren rocks, and sandy or dust-clouded plains.. 
According to a careful comparison of the extant data 
of statistical computations, the population of the ter- . 
ritory once comprised under the jurisdiction of the 
Cæsars has thus been reduced from 290,000,000 to 
less than 80,000,000, 2.e., from a hundred to less than 
thirty per cent. In other words, an average of 
seventy-eight in a hundred human beings have been 
starved out of existence, and the same area of ground 
which once supported a flourishing village, at present 
almost fails to satisfy the hunger of a small family. 
For we must not forget that modern industry has 
devised methods of subsistence undreamed of by the 
nations of antiquity, and that the religion of resigna- 
tion has taught millions to endure degrees of-wretch- 
edness which nine out of ten pagans would have re- 
fused to prefer to the alternative of self-destruction. 
A whole tenement of priest-ridden lazaronis now 
contrive to eke out a subsistence on a pittance which 


a citizen of ancient Rome would have been too proud 


to ask a woman to share; yet with all their talent for 
surviving under conditions of soul and body degrad- 


ing distress, only eight children of the Mediterranean 


coastlands can now wring a sickly subsistence from . 
the same area of soil which once sufficed to supply 
twenty-nine men with all the blessings of health and 


abundance. 


E.—REFORM. 
The discovery of two new continents has respited 


the doomed nations of the Old World, but the rapid 


colonization of those land supplements will soon re-' 
duce mankind to the alternative of tree-culture or em- 


igration to the charity-farm of the New Jerusalem. 
In the words of a great German naturalist, “ We shall 
have to work the world over again.” 


On' a small 
scale the practicability of that plan has already been 


conclusively demonstrated. By tree-culture alone 


arid sand-wastes have been restored to something like 


tolerable fertility, if not to anything approaching 
their pristine productiveness. 


In the lower valley of | 
the Nile (the ancient Thebaid) Ibrahim Pasha set out 
thirty-five million Circassian forest-trees, of which 
one-third at least took root, and by their growth not 
only reclaimed the sterility of the soil but increased 
the average annual rainfall from four to fifteen 
In the Landes of western France a large 
tract of land has been reclaimed from the inroads of 


the coast sand by lining the dunes with a thick belt 


of trees, and some fifteen hundred square miles of 


once worthless fields have thus been restored toa 
high degree of productiveness. 
Karst, a sterile plateau of limestone cliffs and caves 
has been dotted with groves till the valleys have been 


In the Austrian © 


re-freshed with the water of resuscitated springs, and 
pasture-lands, long too impoverished even for the 
sustenance of mountain goats, once more are covered 
with herds of thriving cattle. 

The experience of the next three or four genera- 

tions will not fail to make every intelligent farmer a 
tree-planter. Our barren fields will be turned into 
pine plantations, every public highway will be lined 
with sbáde-trees. The communities of the next cent- 
ury will vie in the consecration of township groves, 
in the founding of forestry clubs, in the celebration 
of arbor days and woodland festivals. The barren 
table-lands of our central states will be reclaimed, 
and before the end of the twentieth century the work . 
of redemption will be extended to the great deserts 
of the Eastern continents. And as a hundred years 
ago armies of tree-fellers were busy wresting land 
from the primeval forest, in a hundred years more 
armies of tree-planters will be busy wresting land 
from the desert.. The men that will “work the 
world over again” will not be apt to forget the terms 
of their second lease. 
-~ In turning up the soil of the reclaimed desert they 
will unearth the foundations of buried temples, tem- 
ples once sacred to the worship of gods whose 
prophets drenched the world with blood to. enforce 
the observance of circumcision rites, wafer rites, and 
immersion rites, and filled their seriptures with 
minute instructions for the ordinances of priests and 
the mumbling of: prescribed prayers. In musing 
over the ruins of such temples, the children of the 
future will have a chance for many profitable medita- 
tions—the reflection, for instance: From what mis- 
takes those alleged saviors might have saved the 
world if their voluminous gospels had devoted a 
single page to an injunction against the earth- 
desolating folly of forest-destruction ! 


i 
Thousands of Starving Children, 

Some days ago Vienna was startled by a statement in the 
newspapers that there are in the Viennese schools 2,300 
starving children who remain without food from morning 
till evening, having, perhaps, but one miserable meal a day. 
It now appears that the statement is only too true, and 
that great misery prevails among the poorer classes of 
Vienna. ‘The disclosure has been promptly followed by 
generous contributions to a fund to be started for the pur- 
pose of providing dinners for poor school children.— Vienna 
Dispatch to the London Standard. 

Let us not forget on Thanksgiving Day to thank God for that. 
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©. B. Reynolds on His Western Tour. 


Orxey, Inn, Oct. 12th, 13th, and 14th.—Olney is a 
very handsome city, located in beautiful picturesque 
country, and givs evidence of more than ordinary en- 
terprise and public spirit. Olney has a full share of 
Christianity, but her best citizens do not work at it 
much. I had a very interesting interview, at his own 
home, with the most able and popular minister of the 

‘city, and found him a good man, honestly in some 
error, but a much more faithful devotee of science 
than of orthodoxy. If they willonly permit him he 
will enlighten and finally humanize his church. 


Fear of Mrs. Grundy has much more influence in 


Olney than fear of God. .The first night of my lect- 
ures only the brave and self-reliant ventured to the 


Opera House, but each succeeding night the attend- 


-ance greatly increased, and great interest was awak- 
ened. The burden of sustaining the standard of 
Freethought has long been borne by the venerable I. 
H. Rowland, 84 years of age, yet hale and energetic, 
a loving; kind-hearted, lovable old man, who re- 
gards Tug Trura Szexer as his mental bread of life. 
He fully realizes that death is near, yet looks toward 
it in calm serenity, without a shade of fear; but, like 


a tired child, ready and willing to fall into the sweet |: 


oblivion of sleep. I. M. Tobias, the wide-awake, 
public-spirited young merchant, is his main helper in 
liberal work, and on his young shoulders must soon 
fall the mantle and responsibilities of noble old 
Father Rowland. May íriend Tobias liv as long, 
. happy, and useful a life, and battle as valiantly for 
human freedom and mental liberty; and I feel as- 
sured he will, for he certainly possesses the qualifica- 
tion to do so. 

Kzwaszs, ILL., Oct. 19th, 20th, and 21st.—I had 
the honor of delivering the first Liberal lecture in 
this place. The Christians labored diligently,using the 
stay-away argument. The attendance was not large, 
but embraced the bestélass of people, and all listened 
with attention and by their applause evinced appre- 
ciation. I was highly gratified to meet here the well- 
known advocate of Freethought and outspoken foe 
to supernaturalism, A. W. Wood, an old subscriber 
and contributor to Tug Trots Srexer. Despite his 
rank Infidelity, even the devout Christians year after 
year re-elect him to the responsible position of police 
justice. Rigidly just, yet tender-hearted and com- 
passionate, he commands the respect of all, and wins 
the love of the good and true. He has for co-worker 
Levi North (another stanch friend of Taz Trura 
SEEKER and a great admirer of its Editor), the dis- 
tinguished lawyer and veteran Abolitionist and 
Infidel, whose son so bravely withstood the decrees 
of the faculty of the University of Illinois, in the 
spring of 1885, and was finally expelled from the 
University, although admitted to be of most exam- 
plary conduct in all else, and a diligent student— 
but he refused to attend or take part in the prayers 
and religious services held each day in the University 
chapel. | 

The trinity of Freethought in Kewanee is com- 
pleted in the person of C. Leonard, a Liberal Spirit- 
ualist, a genuin Liberal who, like my noble, tried, and 
trusty friends, Elias H. Gault and his wife, of Kala- 
mazoo, Mich., desires before all and above all full, 
free, perfect liberty for all alike, mental and physical, 
and always ready and willing to contribute alike time 
and money to aid the good work. : 

There are many valiant workers for reason, right, 
and truth in adjacent towns. Some came quite long 
distances to attend the lectures, and shake the hand 
of the Jersey blasphemer. Among them was friend 
C. Ostram, of Necoma, who came sixteen miles to see 
me and attend the lectures. 

Nunna, ILL., Oct. 23d.— There are but few Liberals 
in this place. The cause is ably championed by the 
old veteran of the late war, Capt. J. E. Beckley. The 
design was to hav a gathering of Liberals and their 
friends from the surrounding country, and the lect- 
ures were very thoroughly advertised to this end. 
But the fervent prayers of the righteous availed, or 
at least a savage storm prevailed, so that only a few 
very determined ones ventured in from a distance. 
The attendance was quite meager, but the few Chris- 
tians who attended were aroused to the necessity of 
investigating the foundations of their faith and hope. 

Oxrorp, Ia., Oct 25th, 26th.—That most able and 
devoted exponent of Liberalism, John E. Remsburg, 
has done pioneer work here, and succeeded, as he 
does everywhere, in arousing a spirit of inquiry, and 
popularizing Infidelity. The banner-bearer here is 
the gentle, genial, good old Uncle Thomas Sherlock, 
a veteran of seventy-five. Everyone in the village, 
old and young, always greets him with kind smiles 
and cheering words, although he is such a dreadful 
Infidel. He is an Englishman with a heart of oak, 
sturdy, resolute, fearless; ever the friend of every 
creature that is in need or suffering, always to be 
found on the side of the weak against the strong, 
the hater of all cruelty, all shams, frauds, and hypo- 
crits. i l 

Quite an enthusiasm was aroused by my lecture on 
. “Why I Left the Pulpit,” resulting in a very large 
demand for copies of “Bible Inquiries" More Bible- 
reading resulted from the lecture than from all the 


the middle of January. Now is the time to decide if 


sermons preached here during the whole year. 
Wednesday evening I had to share the use of the 
hall with a Democratic speaker. After he concluded, 
I spoke on “The Bible: From Whence It Came, and 
What It Really Teaches.” The Presbyterian min- 
ister was present, but spake no word. “Like a lamb 
dumb before his shearer, so he opened not his mouth: 
in his humiliation his judgment was taken away” 
(Acts viii, 32, 33). I find it vain to hope that minis- 
ters will come to the defense of their creeds. Really, 
one prophecy of the Bible is verified: “ His watch- 
men are blind, they are all ignorant, they are all 
dumb dogs, they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, 
loving to slumber; yea, they are greedy dogs, which 
can never hav enough, and they are shepherds that 
cannot understand ; they all look to their own way, 
everyone for his gain from his quarter” (Isa. lvi, 11, 
12). I left the people texts that will enable them to 
propound conundrums enough to that minister to 
keep him on the anxious seat all winter. 

Liberals of Colorado, I shall enter your state about 


you need my services. Please write me soon as pos- 
Bible. ; C. B. REYNOLDS. 
— —— 9 4-9—— —————— 


A Champion of Old Theology.- 


The Rev. Dr. Sunderland, of Washington, a veteran 
in the Presbyterian church militant, has unsheathed 
his sword in defense of the Calvinistie theology. In 
& letter to the New York Sun he repudiates * every 
implication affecting the stability of the Westminster 
Catechism, and the doctrins known as the ‘old theol- 
ogy, or the system of Calvin, Augustin, and Paul.” 
He denounces “the wild theorists in the Congrega-. 
tional church” who “are higgling over the state of 
the dead, rather than spending their strength in 
preaching the old gospel to the living; and prophesies 
that “the doctrins of the old theology will never be 
exploded so long as the world stands ;” but “let 
once a great tempest arise, which threatens the very 
foundations of society, and the existence of civil gov- 
ernment itself, and these youngsters of the new the- 
ology will not be heard of.” , 

Dr. Sunderland has been engaged in the work of 
saving the souls of God’s elect about forty-five years, 
most of the time in the city of Washington. He has 
been chaplain of the United States Senate in former 
years, for which divine service he has received over 
five thousand dollars, at the rate of about nine dol- 
lars for each prayer, averaging a minute and a half 
long. . He officiated at the funeral of the Infidel 
senator, Charles Sumner, but having inadvertently 
omitted to name in his prayer the vice-president, he 
"went to a newspaper correspondent to hav that 
omission supplied in the printed report. In that way 
doubtless the Lord heard the amended prayer, but I 
fear that the chaplain’s published petition did not 
prolong Henry Wilson's days. . 

In 1871 I had a newspaper controversy with Dr. 
Sunderland on the Sunday question. Some months 
afterward I published it, with additions, in a pam- 
phlet. That did not please my adversary, and being 
debarred from renewing the controversy in the same 
newspaper, he induced another editor to print a whole 
column of vituperation and falsehood about me and 
my pamphlet. I took the starch out of him in half 
a column. 

About that time an aged gentleman called on me 
with a personal grievance against Dr. Sunderland. I 
declined to espouse his quarrel, but some months 
afterward, having looked into the merits of the case, 
I obtained from him an affidavit which I thought I 
might use in a future contingency. That affidavit 
charged the Rev. Byron Sunderland with having 
lobbied a claim through Congress, for which service 
the affiant paid him three hundred and fifty dollars. 


After nearly a year of quiet, Dr. Sunderland mean- |. 


while having become chaplain of the Senate a second 
time, the idea occurred to me of sending the affidavit 
to the New York Sun. The editor published it with 
caustic comments, Jan. 14, 1874, omitting the affiant’s 
name, but saying that the gentleman would appear 
at once if any committee of the Senate wanted to see 
him. 

Dr. Sunderland replied, seconding the Sun’s sug- 
gestion, and saying, “If he [the affiant] can prove 
that I ever received one dollar from him, I will at 
once resign the chaplaincy of the Senate.” 

Thereupon the Sun disclosed the affiant’s name, J.. 
O. Armes. He was temporarly sojourning in Che- 
mung Co., N. Y., but Dr. Sunderland had offered to 
pay his fare to Washington, if necessary, and the 
editor of the Sun reiterated the suggestion to go 
right ahead with the investigation. 

It was more than a month before Dr. Sunderland 
was heard from again, when he came out with a card 
in the Sun, denying that either the affiant, or anyone 
else for him, had ever paid him (Dr. Sunderland) a 
dollar, and he added: “For further particulars I 
refer the curious to the suggested investigation be- 
fore the Senate committee, whenever Mr. Armes is 
ready to proceed.” 

Two weeks later, in answer to a hint in the Sun, 
that if the charge was false why wait for the accuser 
to move? Dr. Sunderland said: “ Let him choose his 


Senate Committee and proceed to substantiate his 
statements. Your first intimation was that he would 
be ready to do this, and until it is done, I am content 
to leave the matter, so far as your paper is con- 
cerned, to the judgment of the public.” 

Thus the matter lay, and Dr. Sunderland contin- 
ued in the chaplaincy four years. The venerable 
accuser meanwhile returned to Washington, his per- 
manent home, where he died in 1879. Repeatedly 
he called on me with tottering steps, but retaining 
all his mental faculties. Repeatedly he sought to 
stir the matter up with senators. It was not the pay- 
ment of the money for Dr. Sunderland's service, but 
the manner in which the doctor had treated him after 
the claim was passed, that galled the proud spirit of 
the old Virginian. 

Once he prevailed on me to write a memorial to 
the Senate. I did it in haste, and it began iu this 
wise: “ How much longer is the Senate of the United 
States going to employ for its chaplain a clerical 
lobbyist?” The old gentleman handed this to the 
de facto presiding officer. Mr. Wheeler took it, and 
after reading the first sentence handed it back indig- 
nantly, saying, “It is not respectful, and I will not 
present it.” I knew it was not respectful, but how 
could I feel much respect for a legislativ body which 
had kept in such a chaplain four years? : 

Inregard to the payment of the three hundred and 
fifty dollars, this I understand to be the fact: Dr. 
Sunderland sought to get the fee before the claimant 
was paid. This aroused the latter’s anger. Then Dr. 
Sunderland sought to get the bill reconsidered and 
rejected, but failing in that, he tried to stop payment 
by the department, and the matter was at last ad- 
justed at the department by drawing two checks on 
the treasury, one of which, for three hundred and 
fifty dollars, the claimant indorsed and left with the 
auditor, for the use of whom it might concern. Dr. 
Sunderland probably knew who got it, and whether 
it went for his own benefit or that of his church. 
The claimant was a man of property, and left at his 
death an estate of several thousand dollars. And he 
lived and died a Christian. 

In the case of the Rev. F. M. Todd, of Manassas, 
Dr. Sunderland was the attorney of the accused be- 
fore the presbytery, and the case is now appealed to 
the synod. The case turned on the credibility of the 
negro, who testified that on the 24th of May last he 
saw the Rev. Mr. Todd in the woods, about two hun- 
dred yards from the road, with alap robe spread and 
lying down upon it, accompanied by a white woman, 
while his horse was tied to a tree. A majority of the 
presbytery voted to dismiss the case, because the 
evidence of the negro was not sufficiently supported. 
Dr. Sunderland, in his eagerness to discredit the 
negro's testimony, inadvertently used the expression, 
* but the nigger said,” and then paused, while every- 
body snickered. The doctor was embarrassed, and 
turning to the reporters apologized for using lan- 
guage that was “not respectful.” This slip of the 
tongue was the more unfortunate on account of Dr. 
Sunderland’s political proclivities, he having served 
as chaplain in the Republican Senate some half a 
dozen years altogether. 

It is said that in the early days of Dr. Sunderland’s 
ministry he underwent a tribulation very similar to 
that of his brother Todd, but survived the ordeal 
and maintained his standing quite as well, if not bet- 
ter, than his client has so far maintained his. And 
now, having fought the good fight and kept the Cal- 
vinistic faith, he has qualified himself to become a 
leading champion in the crusade against the “ young- 
sters of the new theology,” who dare to doubt the 
goodness of God in tormenting forever in hell the 
poor heathen who never heard of Jesus Christ. 

Washington, D. C. W. H. Borr. 

-o 
The Refinement of Cruelty. 
From Judge. 

* Don’t you pine for freedom ?" asked a visitor at the 
Toombs of a. prison. 

“ Sometimes I do,” replied the latter. 

** When does that feeling come over you the strongest ?” 

** Whenever I see a fresh batch of religious papers comin’ 
into the place.” 

—_—_— OHO 
An Awkward Attitude for God. 
From the Henderson, Texas, Times, 

Sam Small says it was an insult to God to leave his name 
out of the Constitution of the United States. That’s the first 
we hav heard of it. God has never sent a delegation to Con- 
gress to hav his name put there; in fact, we don’t believe 
God wants his name in it. His name is in the organic laws 
of several nations—no two of them alike—and the attempt to 


make him the indorser of all the governments wauld place 
him in rather an awkward attitude, to say the least of it. 


OHO 


God Can’t Indorse the Acts of Christian Statesmen. 
i From the Overton, Texas, Sharpshooter, 

We think it would be an insult to God to put his indorse- 
ment to many acts of the government. The advantage that 
our government has over all other governments is tbat God 
and religion are Kept entirely separated from the Constitu- 
tion, and ever ought to be. We hav too high a veneration 
for the supreme ruler of the universe to ever want to see the 
sacred name mixed up with the filth of politics. Such cranks 
as Sam Small and others that we could mention may advo- 
cate such a proceeding, but*the true friends of God will ever 
oppose it and prevent it. 
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The Liberal Club. 


Inquiries hav reached this office from persons who 
desire to know if the Manhattan Liberal Club is stili 
holding regular meetings, and if the man with a 
badge-pin continues to-exist. We should smile. Un- 
hurt amid the war of elements, the wreck of mat. 
ter. and the crush of worlds, the Liberal Club holds 
its serene and uninterrupted way; and on the even- 
ing of Friday, November 4th, a man upon whose 
westeut gleamed a ten-dollar emblem of intellectual 
disenthralment followed the brass railing up the steps 
of the hall at 220 East 15th street, and sat amid the 
audience there assembled. It was a fine audience 
indeed, and the pleasure of the visitor was somewhat 
dashed to think that he had not worn his best clothes. 

All around are familiar faces. Over there is Ex- 
Treasurer Morris, who smiles and nods. Here is 
Madam Delezcluse, who shakes hands cordially. By 
the table sits Mrs. Léonard, with gold-bowed glasses, 
a determined expression of countenance, and a 
V-shaped southern exposure. At the door is Treas- 
urer Clark, none the less a sea-captain because 
he is now a second officer of the club. He takes the 
journalist’s dime with a bow so profound that the 
visitor accepts it in lieu of change. Another treas- 
urer present is Mr. Charles Eckhard, who knows that 
the .world is a delusion generally, but who enjoys đe- 
lusions. He looks on genially. Away up front 
Deacon Dean’s intellectual head is observable, and 
Mr. Isaac Rosenbourgh’s pleasing Teutonic counte- 
nance turns this way occasionally to illuminate the 
space behind him. Poet Fountain is grayer than a 
year ago, but he arises as gracefully as ever to yield 
his chair to Mrs. Wallace Britton, the actress, who 
comes in late. Beware of him ; he will spring a yard 
of poetry on you if you giv him a chance. And who 
is this whose hair and beard seem to radiate, as it 
were, from a common center? By the Great Horn 
Spoon, it is none other than Herr Oppenheimer, ex- 
candidate for the German Reichstag. A gray bunch 
of hair is growing upon his forehead, which adds to 
his picturesque appearance without impairing his 
serene beauty. 

Upon the platform something seems lacking. The 
chair once filled by Mr. Wakeman is vacant. He is 
at the Germania Assembly Rooms impressing upon 
an enthusiastic constituency the necessity of support- 
ing the Progressive Labor Party in general and your 
humble servant for attorney-general; but over op- 
posit the empty seat Vice-President E. B. Foote, Jr., 
holds the mallet of fate that has fallen upon many an 
unfinished period and let many an orator down sud- 
denly from a lofty hight. 

Behind the speaker’s stand is Prof. Van Buren 
Denslow, the lecturer of the evening. He is arguing 
that capital, i.¢., machinery, does nine-tenths of the 
work, labor being merely the director. The produce 
exchange is a beneficent institution in that it fixes and 
maintains the price of wheat and corn over a large 
area of the world and over considerable periods of 
time. Socialists like Henry George and Karl Marx 
want to change things without understanding the 
present state of society. 

Mrs. Leonard was the first to say, “ Mr. Chairman,” 
after Professor Denslow had concluded. She main- 
tained that the grain speculators were the biggest 
hogs in Chicago. If they could control the leather 
market shoes would be fifteen dollars a pair. . 

Herr Oppenheimer claimed that brokers were a 
legitimate product of our present imperfect system, 
which should be abolished as soon as possible. Henry 
George was a confiscator and a highwayman, not a 
Socialist. Herr Oppenheimer remarked that he spoke 
within limits when he said that Professor Denslow 
astonished him. 

Dr. Weeks, author of the “Songs of the Morning,” 
defended Mr. George to the extent of saying that Mr. 
George proposed to confiscate only that which had 
been obtained by robbery. The doctor reaffirmed 
that he was a Methodist with modern improvements, 
and repudiated the doctrin of total depravity. He 
didn’t like Mrs. Leonard’s fling at hogs. There was 
a good deal of human nature in the hog, or a good 
deal of the hog in human nature, he couldn’t quite 
make out which. Vices were not generally so diffi- 
cult to reform as hidebound virtues. 

Captain Clark recalled that Dr. Johnson had said 
patriotism was the last resort of scoundrels. He 
would add that Labor reform was the last resort of 
played-out politicians. The captain indorsed the 
lecture of the evening, and said Professor Denslow 
had never uttered a word that did not coincide with 
his (Captain Clark’s) experience. As is well known, 
Captain Clark has had experience in all parts of the 
world, both civilized and barbarous. 

Madam Delezcluse confessed that she arose with 
hesitation, having the crushing intellect of Captain 
Clark against her; she nevertheless went ahead and 
made some good points against the lecturer. 

Mr. Sutherland characterized the lecture as an 
intellectual feast, and added that Mrs. Leonard’s un- 
practical remarks showed the kind of a scrape we 
would get into if women were allowed to vote. 

: Dr. Foote here announced the lecture for the next 
meeting, to be delivered by Professor Rawson, on 


the Jews and their Bible. He then inquired of Mr. 
Denslow if speculating in wheat did not raise the 
price above the normal one fixed by supply and de- 
mand. 

Mr. Denslow replied that no broker could raise the 
price of a product. If he paid more or asked more 
for it than demand and supply justified, he would 
assuredly be left in the end. His function was 
merely the beneficent one of establishing a uniform 
price for the benefit of the producer. Mrs. Leonard 
interrupted to inquire if each broker or middleman 
who bought and sold grain didn’t speculate on it. 
Mr. Denslow answered that we were all speculating 
more or less intelligently about grain, that being the 
subject of discussion. Owing to the unreasoning 
nature of the female mind, Mrs. Leonard did not 
appear to. be satisfied with this candid and lucid 
reply. Professor Denslow casually observed that if 
they could get it into their heads by that method it 
would pay the Socialists to purchase a forty-million- 
ton triphammer to drive sense through their impen- 
etrable armor of stupidity. This made Herr Oppen- 
heimer turn pale and he retained his seat only by a 
great effort. ' 

When these solemnities had closed, the journalist 
went home, to write the account here superimposed, 
and end it"with this pome. 


re eg ge ea: E] 
The Trial of Mrs. Slenker. | 

I deem it due to the friends who hav so liberally 

contributed for Elmina's defense that a report should 


-be made of the practical work which through their 


generosity I hav been enabled to do. The good 
result of this work will be great and permanent. 
Many things hay transpired which I cannot tell of in 
a brief article, and some things hav developed that it 
is not politic at this writing to mention; but I intend 
to tell some of the principal facts, which together 
will form & connected story, and giv an idea of the 
true character of this remarkable and persistent per- 
secution. 

It seems that a year or more-ago a trivial accident 
occurred on a railroad in Indiana which was the 
prime cause of all Elmina’s trouble. A mail pouch 
being delivered from a train at a way station by 
means of a crane was struck s violent blow, and one 
of Elmina’s packages, which was in the pouch, being 
crowded full of matter and inclosed in a fragil 
envelope, was burst open and the contents scattered 
promiseuously through the pouch. The. postmaster, 
instead of reading the address on the envelope and 
forwarding the package according to directions, with- 
out prying into its contents, undertook to gratify his 
curiosity by an examination, and was surprised to 
find that the papers were devoted to a discussion of 
the awful subject of sex relations. Constituting him- 
self a censor of morals, he then proceeded to a 
second violation of the postal laws, and detaining all 
the matter and diverting it from the direction to 
which it was addressed, he sent it to Washington for 
criticism by the high authorities there. 

Instead of rebuking this officious postmaster for 
his violation of the sacred trusts confided to him and 
for the two crimes against the postal laws he had 
been guilty of, and instead of directing him to atone 
so far as he then might for his betrayal of the 
citizen’s right of free mails by iminediately forward- 
ing Elmina's package to the person to whom it was 
addressed, the authorities at Washington, as faithless 
to their trust as their subordinate, called in the 
notorious Comstock, and ordered him, in his capacity 
of spy, sneak, and detectiv, to take the case for 
investigation. Comstock, who started in 1878 to 
* stamp out” a certain class of Freethought literature 
(see “Fourth Annual Report New York Society for 
Suppression of Vice,” p. 7), had already had his belly- 
ful, and prudently discovered: that his engagements 
were so numerous that he could find no time to 
make this very interesting investigation, so the task 
of decoying Elmina into the toils was assigned to 
Post-office Inspector W. H. Barclay, a man who so 
far as I hav been able to learn had previously had no 
connection with the inquisition department of the 
post-office, but who seems not to hav had character 
enough to be too busy to undertake such dishonor- 
able employment. He and one Williams, alias Mec- 
Afee, a Western man well known to the Defense 
Association, undertook to make out a case against 
Elmina. They carried on a correspondence with her 
extending over a considerable length of time. One 
of the letters written by this Williams may serve to 
show how, under the pretense of a common interest 
in the research Elmina was making, this worthy 
undertook to win her confidence and procure from 
her matter which he could falsify and pervert for his 
infamous purpose. Here it is: 

Sr. Louis, Mo., Sept. 22, 1886. 

ELMINA SLENKER, Snowville, Va., Madam: 1 hav just read 


in the Word, Sept., Y.L. 14 [1886], that you hav truths about 
Starved women, etc. 


If you will send me some samples of them I can use them 
for the good of the great cause. If you sell them, please 
send bill, and I will remit. Address, 


R. M. Wirnuaw, Drawer D 6. 
Thus lured, and suspecting no evil, Elmina sent to 
him letters of the kind she was in the habit of ex- 
changing with her other correspondents, and after a 


time he had a number of letters and papers which he 
thought he might plausibly pervert to suit his pre- 
tenses that it was obnoxious to the law. An indict- 
ment was then drawn containing two counts, each 
setting out one letter addressed severally to each of 
the sneaks and mailed under the sanctity of a seal, 
and upon this extraordinary indictment was had the 
trial which has excited so much interest and attracted 
to Elmina so much sympathetic devotion of her 
friends. Of this trial I prefer not to speak at pres- 
ent. It was extraordinary in many respects. The . 
result was conviction. Nothing else could hav been 
expected under the conditions in which the case was - 
tried. One feature of the trial I cannot refrain from 
mentioning. It was most romantic and pathetic. 
The superb old woman was called to the witness 
stand, and alone, the only one of her sex in a room 
crowded with the low, the vile, the wretched, and the 
degraded, with an eloquence which, notwithstanding 
her defectiv speech, I hav never seen equaled, and 
never expect to see equaled, she told her simple story 
to a judge who did not, to an audience who could ` 
not, and to a prosecution who would not understand 
her. She proceeded in her own way, and though she 
often wandered wide of the rules of evidence, no one 
dared to break the spell which she threw around that 
court-room. After this the prosecution softened a 
little, and stated that they did not care to put an old 
woman to the torture, but that they. must stop the 
circulation of the leaflets, and that Elmina had per-. 
sistently refused to tell who was the author of them, 
though she had been repeatedly assured that if she 
would disclose their author she would be allowed to 
go in peace, and that she would even now be allowed 
to take advantage of this very gracious offer, though 
a terrible retribution awaited the malefactor who 
wrote those wicked leaflets. Still she declined. Then 
the author of “ Diana” was called to testify, and with 
quiet imperturbability acknowledged that he was the 
author of some of the leaflets, the editor of others, 
and the writer of all. The awful wrath of the prose 
cution oozed out rapidly. They didn’t seem to want 
to see the writer of the leaflets quite as bad as they 
did a few minutes before. Indeed, they did not ap- 
pear at all glad of the opportunity afforded them of 
turning loose the majesty of the law upon him. They 
let him go without cross-examination. Butenough. . 
The summing up came with the dire threat on the 
part of the prosecution that the jury must not violate 
the oath they had taken under penalty of the conse- 
quences. The judge submitted the case to the jury, 
and they struck infallible wisdom jin about ten min- 
utes, which was quite a gain in time over anything 
the court or counsel had accomplished. Their ver- 
dict was * guilty," and sentence was postponed to the 
next day. The next day we devoted to argument of 
a motion in arrest of judgment, and the day follow- 
ing, on the opening of the court, the judge struck 
the right chord, and, sustaining our motion, dis- 
charged poor Elmina. l 

Tve seen a great many dead men, and I hav al- 
ways observed that they are quiet and peaceable and 
don’t make much disturbance, but I never saw such 
an unreasonable dead man as Prosecuting Attorney 
Allen. He would not be convinced that he was dead. 
He thrashed around lively. He wanted a reargu- 
ment. He acted as fresh as if he were just born 
instead of being just killed and laid out cold and 
stiff. He was going to send Elmina to jail anyway, 
in spite of her discharge. I don’t believe he ever 
will be quite right in his mind again. I don’t know 
how much of the taxpayers’ money he squandered on 
telegrams to the inquisition department of the post- 
office. He did not get things fixed to suit him. I 
came down the road with him that night on the train. 
He looked wild. Where he went I don't know. If 
anyone finds a dead man ripping and tearing around 
the country and lamenting Elmina's good fortune, 
please return him to Abingdon, Virginia. 

. © Ep. W. CHAMBERLAIN. 


DETAILS OF THE TRIAL. 


On October 21, 1887, the trial of the indictment 
upon which Mrs. Slenker was arrested last April, was 
commenced before Judge Paul and a jury. There 
was much interest manifested, and a large audience 
assembled nowithstanding the entire want of seats 
outside the bar. Mrs. Slenker sat, accompanied by 
her husband, near her counsel, Ed. W. Chamberlain, 
of New York city, and Messrs. Rowland and Heer- 
mans, of Virginia. 

The offense charged being a misdemeanor under 
ihe statute, no peremptory challenges were allowed, 
the only ground of exclusion being for favor. One 
witness was excluded upon examination by the court 
on the ground of having formed an opinion. Mr. 
Chamberlain also asked the jurors a series of ques- 
tions, among which were the following: 

Hav you now or hay you ever had any business relations 
with any society for the suppression of obscenity or vice, or 
with any person known to you to be an officer or agent of 
any such society ? 

Are you acquainted with or are you on terms of friendship 
with Anthony Comstock, alias J. G. Phillips, alias Ella 
Bender, alias Mrs. Farnsworth, alias E. Semler, alias Annie 
E. Ray, alias Hy. Bean; or Samuel Colgate, or Killaen Van 
Rensselaer, or R. M. Williams, alias R. M. McAfee, alias 
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Nettie G. Harlan; or W. H. Barclay, or any other agent or 
officer of any society for the suppression of vice or ob- 
scenity ? . 
If it should appear that the defendant differed widely from 
you in her opinions upon moral, religions, economic, or po- 
litical topics, would that fact preclude you from giving the 
defendant: the benefit of any reasonable doubt which you 
may hav as to her guilt? | 
Assuming that one of the witnesses in the case is a govern- 
ment official, and that in procuring the testimony which he 
` offers he has violated the law, would the fact of his official 

position induce you to giv any greater weight or credit to 
' his testimony than you would giv to the testimony of any 
other confessed or proved law-breaker? 

Assuming that the doctrins or principles contained in the 
matter which will be presented to you are in your opinion 
erroneous, are you under the influence of any social, relig- 
ious, political, or economic views or opinions which will tend 
to prevent your acting impartially as a juror in the trial of 
this case ? : 


Tue Court: It will be a question for the court to | 


determin what the character of the testimony is. 

Tux District Arrorney: I do not think what their 
views may be with regard to the peculiar doctrins of 
the accused has anything to do with this case. The 
question is whether the writings contained in the 
letters are obscene, and whether they come within 
the inhibition of the statuie. 


[The district attorney proceeded to read from the |. 


opinion in the case of Regina vs. Hicklin, before the 
Queen’s Bench, and the opinion of Judge Blatchford 
in the case of the United States vs. D. M. Bennett. ] 

Mr. CmawBERLAIN: That is the very argument I 
should. make why the question should be sustained. 
This is a case of the deepest importance, not only to 
the defendant, but to every American citizen, involv- 
ing great questions of liberty ; and it is my right to 
assure myself that the jurors are free from such bias 
as will lead them to convict this defendant not 
merely because she has sent obscene matter, but on 
account of something else. 

The question was allowed. Mr. Chamberlain also 
asked the following : 

Does the nature of the charge excite in you any prejudice 

. or animosity against the defendant ? 

Do you believe falsehood and treachery to be either justi- 
fiable or necessary to promote morality or to advance the 
interests of religion ? (Question excluded; exception.) 

Hav you ever bought liquors, cigars, books, or other com- 
modities for the purpose of entrapping dealers therein, or 
for the purpose of securing evidence against dealers in those 
articles to convict them of any real or imaginary crime? 
(Question excluded; exception.) : 

Hav you ever induced any person to violate the law in 
order to procure for yourself any benefit by an exposure of 
such violation ? 

Hav you ever feigned, forged, or otherwise used any other 
name than your own in any transaction whatever ? 

If on the trial of this case it becomes a question whether 
you shall believe the defendant or one of the witnesses for 
the prosecution, would you giv any greater credit to a 
witness if he should be shown to be a government officer than 
you would to the defendant ? - . 

If it should appear that the.defendant was engaged in a 
work which do not approve, would that fact incline you to 
conviction, if that work were not a violation of the statute? 

Mr. Ronald asked each juror his residence. Mr. 
Jones. having replied that he resided in Abingdon, 
Mr. Ronald objected to his incompetency, on the 
ground that the matters claimed to be obscene had 
been circulated in the streets of Abingdon, and were 
familiar to every body in the town. 

The court excluded the juror, and another was 
called. : : 

No other objection appearing, the jury were sworn. 
It may be interesting to note that the jury consisted 
of 11 white men, 1 colored man, 0 white women, 0 
colored women. 

The district attorney (Ex-Judge H. C. Allen) read 
to the jury the statute, section 3,893, known as the 
Comstock law. 

Mr. Chamberlain objected to the reading of the 
whole section, as it eontained an enumeration of 
offenses with which the defendant was not charged. 
There had been no charge that she had violated that 
portion of the section relating to information with 
regard to the prevention of conception. 

The court called upon the district attorney to read 
the portion of the section upon which he relied; 
whereupon the district attorney read that portion 
relating to the sending of papers, letters, and other 
publications; and the court ruled that the evidence 
should be confined to that point. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN: I learn that it is the practice 
here for the defendant’s counsel to make an opening 
at this stage. I am not prepared to do that. The 
indictment alleges very vaguely certain matters 
which are not even referred to by title. It is usual 
in criminal cases to inform the defendant specifically 
and precisely of just what thing he is accused. Other- 
wise he cannot prepare his defense. Otherwise, if 
acquitted and subsequently charged with the same 
offense, he cannot plead that he has been once tried 
upon that charge. That little formality has been 
omitted. We are not apprised, and do not know to 
this moment, of what we are accused ; and will hav to 
make out the defense as the case goes on, and as the 
prosecution develops it. If the prosecution do not 

' establish a case, we shall hav nothing to meet. 

William H. Barclay was called to the witness 
stand. 

Before he had taken the oath he was interrogated 

` by Mr. Chamberlain : 


E 


ments? <A. I do. 
Presbyterian, if you know what that is. i 


A. Yes. : 


ginia is no disqualification. 


A. I shall answer no more questions, except upon the in- 


and examined by the district attorney. 


Do you believe ina God? A. Ido. 

2o you believe in one everliving and true God? 
o. 

Q. Do you believe in a future state of rewards and punish- 

I am an old.fashioned blue-stocking 


Tse Court: The question of the insufficiency of 
the indictment ought to be raised upon demurrer. 
The proof must correspond with the allegations in 
the indictment. The letter is not in evidence. The 
district attorney offers to prove the reception of ob- 
scene matter, and then follows the question who 
sent it. Wr. 

Mr. CmawsERLaIN: The force of the objection is 
that a sealed letter is protected by the decisions. 

Tur Court: A sealed letter directed to other par- 
ties, not directed to the man himself, how can the 
law prevent it from being opened ? 

Mr. CmausERLATN: When taken from and out of 
the mail, it is conveyed away from the mail, and its 
connection with the mail ceases. a 

Tue Court: It can be submitted to the court, and 
the court can determin whether it shall go to the jury. 

Mr. Chamberlain made an argument upon the lan- 
guage of the statute, and cited authorities, showing 
that the unmailable matters must be publications, 
and that it had been decided that matters sent by 
mail to intimate friends or in a limited way were not 
publications, and did not come within the inhibition 
of the statute, for the reason, that they were sent 
under seal. 

Taz Court: I understand that your objection is 
that no matter, if received by a party in a sealed en- 
velope, can be introduced in evidence to sustain the 
indictment ; that the fact that it was put in a sealed 
envelope renders it sacred; so that it is no offense 
against the statute to send these matters through 
the United States mail, if under seal. Is that the 
proposition? 

Mr. CgawszRLAIN: You hav stated the proposition 
very accurately. 
ees Court: I will hear the district attorney upon 

at. 

The district attorney cited authorities to show 
that the decisions referred to had since been over- 
ruled. ; 

Mr. Chamberlain said he had not concluded his 
Vidua: when interrupted, and cited other author- 
ities. 

The Court reserved its decision and adjourned 
until Tuesday morning. 

: Novzwszn 1, 1887. 

The court concurred in the decision of Judge 
Drummond that the word “writing” embraces a 
letter, and overruled the objection. ' 

Q. Is that one of the inclosures in that package? A. (A 
written paper headed, ‘“‘ The Girl and the Dog," handed wit- 
ness.) I opened it myself, and this is one of the inclosures. 

The paper offered in evidence. 

Mr. Ronald renewed the objection that the letters 
should hay been set forth in fuli in the indictment. 
A long argument ensued, in which the district at- 
torney read at length the decision of Blatchford in 
the case of D. M. Bennett, adopting it as his argu- 
ment. Mr. Ronald gave a history of the Bennett 
case, and referred also to the Heywood case, show- 
ing that Bennett had been convicted, and Heywood 
acquitted, when tried for the same offense of selling 
** Cupid’s Yokes.” 

Tar Court: The court is bound by the decisions ; 
and there is a long line of almost unbroken precedents 
to sustain the decision that the excuse here given is 
sufficient reason for not spreading the matter in 
extenso upon the records. If there should be another 
indictment upon the same matter, parole testimony 
is always admissible to show that the party has once 
been tried for the same offense. The court rules 
that the matter is sufficiently described. (Eixception.) 

Mr. Chamberlain argued that, these papers being 
private papers of the defendant, and particularly 
indicated to be so as alleged, they are to be re- 
turned to the defendant, they are her property, under 
the decisions which he cited. She desires that they 
may be returned to her, and may not be used for 
| this purpose; and therefore under the decisions 
such use.is unreasonable seizure, and compelling a 
defendant to testify against herself, in violation of 
the Constitution of the United States. 

Taur Court: The simple indorsement on the back 
of papers, “These are private papers,” does not 
excuse the character of the matter. If the court 
established that proposition, the statute would be 
a nullity; for all that would be necessary would be 
to indorse papers as private. The court thinks the 
point isnot well founded. The court is not here to 
determin which way the mischief works. 

The objection was also made and argued that the 
indictment does not allege that the matters they pro- 
duce are unmailable. 

The court said that in speaking of the offense, the 
word “unmailable” was not used in the statute. 

The witness was asked by the district attorney to 
read the paper to the court and jury. 

Tax Court: Is there any objection to its going t 
the jury without reading ? d 

Ms. CnausERLAIN: I desire a public trial 

Mr. Rowan»: I suggest that they go to the jury 
to peruse in their jury-room. l 

Mr. Barclay read the story of “The Girl and the 
Dog” mentioned in the indictment, with the comments 
interlined, 


Q. Do you believe in the saving grace of Jesus Christ? 


Q. Do you believe that if you perjure yourself on this 
occasion and repent you will be saved? A. Ido; the thief 
was saved onthe cross. 

Q. Is that the way you expect to be saved, after having 
done this mischief ? 


Trz Court: The religious belief of a witness in Vir- 


Q. Do you believe that the Bible is the word of God? 


struction of the judge. : 

Tur Distrior ATTORNEY: Answer the question. A. Yes. 

Q. Do you believe that it is all the word of God? A. Ido. 

Q. From beginning to end? A. I refuse to answer such 
questions as this, unless compelled to do it by the court. 

Tue Court: No matter what his answer may be, I 
shall be compelled to admit him. The binding obli- 
gation of an oath may result from other causes than 
& belief in the Bible. 

Q. Do you realize the nature and obligation of an oath? 
A. I do, most fully.. | ' 

Tux Court: The court does not exclude the ques- 
tion, but decides that he is a competent witness, no 
matter how he answers the question.  - 

The question was repeated, and the witness re- 
fused to answer. ; 

The court declined to direct him to answer. 
ception. ) 

William 


(Ex- 
H. Barclay was thereupon duly sworn, 


Q. Do you know Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker? A. I do. 

Q. Do you know anything about her having deposited or 
caused to be deposited knowingly in the mail for mailing 
and delivery, etc. (reading the description from the statute)? 

Mr. Ronald objected that the paper must be pro- 
duced. 

Tux Court: He must produce the paper. 

Q. Hav you received any letters from Mrs. Elmina D. 
Slenker? 

(Objection offered.) 

Tax Court: The question is whether he has re- 
ceived a letter. He may answer whether he has re- 
ceived a letter purporting to be from her. 

Q. Hav you a letter received from her, or purporting to 
hav come from her; and if 80, please to state how you know 
it was from her? 

Q. (by Mr. Ronald). Was it a sealed letter that you re- 
ceived? <A. It was. . l 

Mr. Ronald objected to the admissibility of the 
conteñts of a sealed letter upon the grourd that the 
law does not embrace sealed letters; that the law, 
in referring to letters as unmailable, has expressly 
limited the inhibition to such as showed on the out- 
side that they were obscene. He cited the case of 
ex parte Jackson, in 96 U. S. Reports, in which the 
law had been so adjudicated. 

Tue Court: Is it your position that if matters are 
obscene, yet when inclosed under seal they lose their 
obscene character? 

Mr. Rowan»: That a sealed letter does not fall 
within the purview of the statute. Unless there is 
some obscenity upon the envelope of a letter, it is 
not unmailable. 

Tae Court: That there ‘is no charge that there 
was an obscene letter sent ? 

Mz. Rotanp: There is no charge in the indictment 
that-Mrs. Slenker ever sent an obscene letter through 
the mails. - 

Mr. Hezrmans: How could it be known that a 
sealed letter was obscene? 

Q. Did you receive from Mrs. Slenker a letter containing 
writings, publications, and prints; and if you did, state when 
you received them, and how you knew the letter was mailed 
to you by Mrs. Slenker? A. On March 15th, I received this 
package of papers. On the same day I received a letter con- 
taining other matters and a letter with it. (Objection.) It 
was received in due course of mail at Richmond, Va. 

Q. State from whom it was received, whom it was mailed 
by, and how you knew it? 

_ Objected to as incompetent, unless witness saw the mail- 
ing. 

Tug Court: He may show that he knew from her 
statement afterward, or writing in reply to a letter 
written by him, aeknowledging the receipt of his. 

Q. Did she ever make any statement to you about that 
letter? 

Objected to on the ground that such statement 
would be in the nature of a confession; and that a 
confession cannot be received until the corpus delicti 
has been established. 

‘Tue District ATTORNEY: I am proving the corpus 
delicti. | 

Q. Did you receive those through the mail? A. Idid. 

Q. Did she admit that she mailed them ? 

Tue Court: We will first see if they are objection- 
able matter. 

Q. (by the court). Where did you receive them? A. At 
Richmond, at the post-office. 

Q. (by the district-attorney). Just read the documents. 

Mr. Ronarp raised the constitutional question 
that the exhibits were not set forth in the indict- 
ment; that when a warrant is issued, both the state 
and the federal constitutions prescribe that the war- 
rant shall specify what is complained of. (Citing 


authorities.) (CONCLUDED NEXT WEEK.) 


e 
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and they will receive gratuitously whatever docu- 
ments, bearing on the Nine Demands, we are able to 
print. Will you help make this a success? This is - 
for you to answer. 

I want the intelligent coöperation of all friends of 
Freethought, your suggestions and friendly criticism ; 
hope to be on terms of personal intimacy with every 
earnest worker. Yours for the inauguration of Uni. 
versal Mental Liberty, . E. A, STEVENS, i 

Secretary American Secular Union. 


Many of those present were Christians, but they gave 
respectful attention. 

I was glad to meet old friends—I call them old 
friends because they take Tue Trura SEEKER and 
read it through from week fo week.. There were Mr. 
and Mrs. J. C. Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Kintner 
&nd baby, of Hanover, where there is quite a cir- 
ele of Liberals; Mrs. Fanny Freed, whose husband, 
a noble Liberal died last summer of injuries re- 
ceived ; Joseph Coulson, postmaster of the lace; H. P. 
Brashaw, Dr. Waldron, Wm. Wickersham, Amos Bro- 
gan. Wm. Robbins, Milton Betts and Wm. Betts, 


8 Parton Mattie A. Freeman 
Pp Shaw, i M. M. Secor, : 


W. F. Jamieson, Otto Wettstein, 
Charles Watts, Wm. Redfield, 
Jobn E. Remaburg, B W. Devenbaugh, 
Horaco Gon var: I Im AIEO. iy 
it : e man Staley. 

Dey T Yorke” H. P. Mason (Utah,), 

has. B. Reynolds D. W. Smith (Wash Ter.) 
Prof. Chas. Orehardson, Jag. Ward well (Idaho.), i 
L. K. Washburn, J. W. Black J.), 
W. 8. Bell, Thos. J. Truss (Col.). 


News and Notes. 


A few busy days at Chicago, and the iron horse 


bears me Eastward. Saturday morning I strike my 
good friend Dick Smith, of Alliance, generous com- 
rade, always ready with the open hand. His 
brother, D. W. Smith, is ever on the watch, and 
makes things go like clockwork for Liberalism and 
humanity. This time I drop my gripsack at Hotel 
Central, where the goodly landlord Sourbeck givs 
the traveler hearty welcome. Arrangements are 
made for lectures Sunday afternoof and evening in 
the People’s Theater. I hope for fair weather, and 
as I look into the kindly skies I think that for once 
fate is propitious in Alliance, and that I shall be 
allowed to lecture to a full house. Alas for all my 
expectations! Sunday rolled in to the music of a 
mighty storm. The rain dashed down and the dust 
was furious just at the hour for gathering. I won- 
der what mystic elements are in play that I can make 
no alliance with fair weather in this glorious old fort 
of Liberalism. My friend Thornberg says that here- 
after when there is a drouth he will send for the 
president of the American Secular Union, and when 
he puts in an appearance the gates of heaven will 
surely be opened and the showers descend. ‘They 
say there is a tide in the affairs of men which, taken 
at the flood, leads on to fame and fortune. I hay 
taken Alliance so often at the flood that it is about 
-time for fame and fortune to appear. However, 
spite of storm and cloud, the friends at this point 
always giv a cordial greeting. There was a fair au- 
dience, weather to the contrary notwithstanding, 
present afternoon and evening, and their apprecia- 
tion was reward for every disappointment. I always 
enjoy Alliance. It is a lively place. It is one of the 
central points of labor reform, and our Liberal 
friends are in the midst of the struggle. Comrade 
Smith has won his laurels, and is now one of the 
councilmen of the city, representativ of the people’s 
party, and worthy to bear the honor. 

A Liberal lecture association has been formed at 
Alliance. Whatever happens, there will be no back- 
ward step. There is a large Freethought element in 
the community, and the earnestness and ability of 
our workers here insure a decided success. 

East Rochester is a quiet, comfortable, wealthy 
place amid the rolling, wooded hills, where the brown 
fields shine radiantly in the glimmering glory of the 
Indian summer. I inquired for East Rochester. 
The magnates of the train sent me to Beloit, by what 
tergiversation I cannot understand. However, I had 
the pleasure of taking dinner with. my friends, Mr. 
and Mrs. Bailey. I lectured twelve years ago in the 
hall above the store. This was one of my first efforts 
on the Freethought rostrum. After dinner I takea 
twelve-mile drive over the sparkling country. I was 
delighted with the quaint, solemn villages through 
which I passed. I seemed to be in the world before 
the flood, and expected every moment to meet Noah 
driving his herd into the ark. The barns in this 
country are big enough to hold all the occupants of 
that ancient hulk. 

Meandering down the shining valley, on the outer 
edge of Rochester, I reach the Quaker-like residence 
of my friend Eli Taylor. He is one of those philo- 
sophie farmers who enjoy life. He does not work 
himself to death, and he likes to see the world. He 
has traveled over Europe, and touched the Golden 
Gates of the Pacific. Over seventy years of age, he 
still enjoys life with youthful zest. Mrs. Taylor is 
of gentle Quaker blood, and “the inner light” mingles 
with her Liberal convictions, and she delights more 
in the harmonies of faith than in differences of 
thought. Around this peaceful fireside reminiscence, 
mingled with happy hope, traveled. 

I also traveled in the dreamy moonlight after 
lecture to the stately mansion of Enoch Wickersham. 
Here, too, are comfort and elegance in the atmosphere 

` of liberty. Mrs. Wickersham is a noble entertainer, 
and I hope again to see this beautiful home amid the 
generous harvest lands. 

I lectured three evenings, and the little old school- 

. house, holding about a hundred, was crowded to its 
utmost capacity. The audiences were appreciativ. 


‘eure yourselvs. 


John Emmons, Morris Taylor, Howard Taylor, M. W. 
Coulson, and others. 


school-house round the corner. 


way, proprietor, who is a sterling Liberal. The moon 


of Radicalism that means success. 
SawuEL P. PurwAM. 
Farmdale, O., Oct. 28, 1887. 


nt 
A Word to Liberals Everywhere. 


Having been urged to accept the secretaryship of 


the American Secular Union, I hav done so with 
considerable fear that friends hav over-estimated my 
capacity, and many misgivings as to my fitness for 
so important a position—a post to which such 
eminent talent as Rawson, Leland, and Putnam 
brought their special genius. 

However, where lacking ability, the present incum- 
bent will sedulously endeavor to make reparation by 
assiduous application to its practical needs and con- 
scientious work to make the American Secular Union 
an organization whose numbers, strength, and im- 
portance will suitably reflect the vast host of those 
who demand to “keep the church and state forever 
separate.” 

If this is not accomplished you will be to blame, 
provided you hav not subscribed to-the Campaign 
Fund this year. For this is a personal letter to 
you. Consider it such. In the first place, money is 
needed to print and publish circulars and campaign 
literature, bearing strictly on secularization of the 
state and organization of Unions. "Those who aid 
the Campaign Fund this year will receive supplies 
for gratuitous distribution. 

Friends, furnish us the funds, and we will supply 
you with more and better ammunition for an effectiv 
fusilade on the enemy than you could possibly pro- 
We hav the documents. They need 
to be printed. Where is the money? This is for 
you to answer. 

Joe Cook says the Freethinkers of the United 
States never had a home, and own but one building 
in Boston, covered by mortgages. Too true. The 
headquarters of the American Secular Union has 
been long enough in the secretary’s hat or in his 
trunk. If this organization “ means business,” it has 
got to do its business in a business-like manner. 
Let us, at least, hav an office, decently furnished, 
ready to receive the Liberals of East and West, 
of North and South, when passing through this 
greatest inland entrepot of the continent. In time 
our modest office of 1887-8 may develop into read- 
ing-room, library, club-house, hall of science," ete. 
Let the office be the germ. Should there be such an 
office? This is for you to answer. 

If the American Secular Union is to become popu- 
lar with many who approve of secularizing the gov- 
ernment, it must hav an influential appearance ; 
then it will gain numbers, and (sad as it is to admit) 
numbers is respectability ; with this respectability 
comes wealth, with wealth comes power to accom- 
plish what we propose. So, in the last analysis 
of our grand, exalted ideals, we hav to come down to 
the unpoetie, sordid dollars and dimes for their 
accomplishment. Then, do you really approve of the 
Nine Demands? How much do you believe in them ? 


How much is that belief when expressed in dollars ? | - 


This is for you to answer. 

Resolutions adopted at the late Congress call for 
a guarantee fund of $1,000, which should remain un- 
touched as secretary’s salary. As it is useless to salary 
a secretary without furnishing him something to do, 
I hav incurred expenses absolutely necessary to carry 
on the work, relying on the liberality of Liberals to 
be sustained. This is for you to answer. 

Don't expect this office is. a sinecure, as I am per- 
forming more labor than has fallen to my lot for 
some time, but if only the results can be reached it 
will be, in large measure, a labor of love, Will you 
help toward those results? This is also for you to 
answer. 

As soon as arrangements are made I propose to 
keep on sale a supply of the best Liberal books and 
tracts, the profits of which shall be credited to the 
Campaign Fund. For every $2 received for those 
books, the sender will also be credited (if he will pay 
postage) with an annual membership in the American 
Secular Union. If $10 worth of books are purchased 
we will credit them with $5 to the Campaign Fund, 


We quite enjoyed this rural 
campaign; and we shall not soon forget the little 


We are now at the Farmdale House, D. G. Brock- 
shines bright, and the prospects are that we shall 
hav sunny days for our closing work. I expect to 


hav a bright story to tell of Farmdale. There are 
three Roots here who are Liberals. That is the kind 


| Thanks, Brother Secor. 


ECHOES. 

Jas. A. Greenhill, of Clinton, Iowa, makes haste to 
join the Grand Army of Secular Soldiers by enlisting 
as a life member and paying us $25 bounty. That’s 
the kind of an army to join—where you hav to pay 
to get in. You ean be sure of good company then. 
Other armies are so organized that men often pay 
to keep out. : 

M. M. Secor, ex-mayor of Racine, has not read his 
Investigator, buthesends $10 and an apology for de- 
lay, as he intended to contribute toward expenses. of 
Congress. As the expenses of the Congress are all 
liquidated, we'll put that to credit of Campaign Fund. 
Whenever you've got $10. 
send it. No apology necessary. Next. 

Prof. W. S. Bell will ring the changes on Elder 
T. J. Williamson in a four-nights’ debate at Salem, 
Nebraska, to be held November 1st, 2d, 3d, and 
4th. Methinks there will be considerable of a buz- 
zing in the elder's ears when the Bell ceases. Broth- 
er B. has several engagements at various points in 
Kansas also. 

"The Eleventh Annual Congress was a bad one for 
badges. I had ordered one hundred on white satin, 
with Treasurer Eckhard’s unique design in colors, 
*Our Flag Above the Cross," engraved in New York, 
and which our ever-vigilant treasurer promptly 
attended to. It happened I was compelled to be ab- 
sent from the city nearly two weeks prior to the Con- 
gress. Express company took parcel to office; was 
informed I was out of town. On my return no men- 
tion was made, although a postal had been sent. 
Received notice Tuesday after Congress that there 
was a parcel on which $10 was due. Well, the dele- 
gates missed a very pretty and appropriate memento. 
That is not all. Otto Wettstein, who has made 
Rochelle, Ill., famous, and whose badge-pin is a thing 
of beauty and a joy to every Freethinker fortunate 
enough to possess one, sent a number of these gems 
by express. Through one cireumstance and another, 
we did not receive them until Monday or Tuesday 
afternoon following the Congress. 

If ever E. A. Stevens was startled in his life, it was 
to receive from a well-known Liberal worker now 
resident in Chicago, but better known in Washington 
territory and Oregon as a man of large landed inter- 
ests in the West, the following letter, incloging war- 
ranty deed, abstract of title. The secretary of the 
Chicago Secular Union read the letter at the meeting 
Sunday evening. The president could only reply 
that he had had considerable mud thrown at him 
during an activ life with unpopular ideas, but this 
was the first time in his experience when he had it 
thrown at him in such quantities. He expressed his 
gratitude to the donor, and hoped his work as secre- 
tary of the national body would giv as much satisfac- 
tion as his endeavors as president of the Chicago, 
Union had apparently met with. The letter reads: 

` Curoago, Oct. 21, 1887. 

E. A. SrEVENS, Secretary American Secular Union, Dear 
Sir and Brother: Allow me to sincerely congratulate you on 
your election to the responsible office to which you hay 
attained. However, it seems more appropriate for me to 
congratulate the American Secular Union in its fortunate 
selection of one who would, if need be, die in the last ditch 
in keeping aloft the banner of our noble cause at the hight to 
which Brother Putnam had raised it. I inclose a deed to you 
of a beautiful residence lot in Baker City, Oregon, the future 
great inland city of the Pacific Northwest. Please accept it 
as my humble contribution to yourself personally, and as an 
evidence also of my appreciation of the cause in which you 
will now engage, and believe me 

. Yours very truly, E. S. MoComas.: 


+ 
A Union Doing Union Work, 
From the Marshal County Democrat. 

EprroR Demoorat: In last week’s issue of your paper is 
a notice that if certain parties continue to do farm work on 
the Sabbath (Sunday) they are to be prosecuted. Now, as 
we hav the only organization in the county that I know of 
that is squarely opposed to the laws enforcing a religious ob- 
servance of Sunday, we feel it to be our duty to assist in the 
defense of anyone that may be arrested out of religious hate. 
We do not know the offense, or the parties offending, but we 
feel sure that some preacher is trying to stir up hatred and * 
revenge. We wish to hear from the accused; also from 
every Liberal in the county, with a view to county organiza- 
tion. If the churches cannot attract their share of the crowd 
without the aid of courts, we can tell them how they can. 
Our motto is ‘ Universal Mental Liberty." Our aim is to 
cause the laws to be so changed as to make this a purely 
secular government, such as the United States Constitution 
established. Let every church hav the same right one as 
another, and let them pay taxes to the government for the 
protection they receive. Let me hear from everyone that 
favors our movement. - E. W. MINER, 

Sec. Axtell (Kan.) Liberal Union. 
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Catholicism Ruining Canada. 
Correspondence Detroit Evening News. . 

Some twenty years ago an intellectual Frenchman, 
Bath by name, of Sorel, P. Q., published a book en- 
titled, “ La Canada Reconquir par la France,” or, as 
it was translated, “Canada Reconquered by the 
French.” At the time Bath was put down as a wild 
theorist, for he sought to show that Canada would 
sooner or later be entirely populated by French peo- 
ple, with a French language and literature, while the 
English-speaking people would gradually be elbowed 
out. But Bath’s idea is no longer a wild theory. It 
is accepted throughout Ontario. Leading journals 
are discussing what they regard as the rapid advance 
of the French line westward. Already all of the 
province of Quebec has become entirely French, 
while the easterly townships of Ontario are gradually 
giving way to the French populaiion. Ottawa is 
already more than half French. 

Connected with this racial problem is a religious 
one, for the French are ardent Catholics. These 
two questions, race and religion, hav gradually 
opened a gulf between Quebec and Ontario which 
"threatens to dismember Canada. It is this, as much 
as anything else, that is urging many men and news- 
papers of Canada to talk of annexation. 

‘With a view to ascertaining the extent of this 
racial and religious growth the Mews correspondent 
chose this ultra French place, St. Hyacinthe. Que- 
bec is French and so is Montreal, but they are truly. 
English in comparison with St. Hyacinthe. Here, 

with a population of about seven thousand, there are 
' gearcely one hundred English-speaking people. Not 
only is their language French, but all their inspira- 
tions are the same, and there is not even a faint bit 
of sentiment of loyalty for the English crown. The 
only flag flying is the tri-colored flag of France, over 
the skating rink. “God Save the Queen” is not 
heard, but the * Marseillaise" rings out at the festiv 
gatherings. As one glances over the album of M. 
Bernier, M. P., the pictures of Bonaparte and Jo 
sephine, Napoleon III. and Eugenie, are most con- 
. spicuous. They do not look to London for their 
ideas, but to Paris. Merely in name is it part of the 
English empire. It is not even Canadian, but 
French. Their most cherished friend is the States, 
and it would take but little to arouse such people 
into enthusiasm for annexation. Judge William T. 
Mitchell, of Port Huron, the United States consul 
here, tells me that there are constant demands for 
his stars and stripes, to be used on public occasions. 
They seek it to fly over the race-course, to decorate 
the Yamaska club-house, and even to lower to half- 
mast on the death of a distinguished citizen. ' In so 
thoroughly a French Catholic community the real 
extent of the racial and religious growth could well 
be ascertained. 

The amazing fecundity of the French in the prov- 
ince of Quebec is without parallel in history, and this 
is the main cause of the rapid spread of the race. 
It is an invariable rule for the women to hav 10 
children, while most of them hav more ‘than this 
number. There are many families having from 17 to 
23 children, while the broods frequently number 25 
and 27. Census statistics show that the average is 
over 10 to a family, or more than twice the average 
of the United States, England, or Europern coun- 
tries. "Even as far west as Lindsay, Ontario, I hav 
seen two families having 25 and 22 children respec- 
tively, the Grozelles.and the Forbears. 

This remarkable reproduction is due largely to 
early marriages and to the thoroughly “moral” ideas 
of the communities. The sturdy French girls develop 
young and marry when about 16. Thereafter they 
hav a child about once a year. Naturally this under- 
mines their constitutions, and the older French 
women are lame and halt. The children, too, coming 
so rapidly, cannot receive proper attention, and as a 
result the morality is enormous. That of Hull, a 
French town opposite Ottawa, is the largest on the 
continent, while Montrea!s death rate is almost 
equally bad.. But in all cases the mortality is from 
natural causes. Infanticide is unknown in the prov- 
ince, for in the eye of the people, and particularly of 
the church, this blow at reproduction is a most 
heinous offense. 

With such large families the ratio of poverty is 
also increased. Althongh not in actual want, the 
French Canadians are poorly fed and clothed. With 
a brood of 15 mouths to feed the head of the family 
has a bard struggle. But as the boys grow up they 
lend a hand, and in most cases the girls also work in 
factories. This, too, has its drawbacks, for it makes 
an enormous supply of cheap labor, and the result is’ 
that wages are not half as high as in the States. In 
some of the shoe factories here and in Quebec there 
are seven or eight employees, boys and girls, from the 
same family. Each gets only small wages, though 
combined the amount is considerable. But with 
cheap wages there is cheap food. The cost of living 
is low and the Aabitant can liv on about as little as 
a Chinaman. He is obliged to economize, too, for 
his 40-acre farm has been doled out in long strips to 
his 10 or 15 children, who hav in turn subdivided it 
until these French farms look like checkerboards, 
` each Square containing about an acre. 


ing many in Ontario. 
cannot keep pace with it. . There are a few towns in 
Quebec which hav had a fair representation of 
English, but gradually the great annual increase 
in French families has driven them out. “The tide 
has already crossed the Ontario border. Ottawa is 
now French, and all of the border townships hav 
succumbed to the same influence. Little by little 
the line is moving westward and approaching 
Toronto. It is certain to reach there at an early 
day, if statistics and previous experience can be 
relied upon. The Toronto Mail, a leading news- 
paper of Canada, is treating the question daily in a 
most serious vein. On the other hand, there are 
those who contend that so long as this French 
fecundity is natural and legitimate the English can- 
not complain. This I heard urged by Senator Sulli- 
van,at Kingston, Ont., who said he had been much 
among these large families, and found them honest 
and industrious. But the Ontario view is.that some 
stop must. be put to the reproduction, and as a 
measure in that direction a law to prevent women 
from marrying under twenty-one has been suggested. 

Closely connected with this race question is a 
religious one, which is also forcing its way into 
public prominence. The French are mainly Roman 
Catholics, so that the rapid increase of their race 
makes a proportionate increase in the church’s 
strength. This is already enormous, and the church 
practically rules not only the people of Quebec, but 
the entire government of the dominion. In this way 
laws hav. been framed and are now in force which 
would surprise an American. For instance, the 
system of tithes prevails, and every farmer must pay 
one-twenty-eighth of his crop to the church. This, 
exclusiv of his municipal assessment, is a tax of 
nearly 4 per cent on his production. He pays it 
gladly, although a Detroiter groans under a city tax 
of one-fourth of the church tithes here. This tithing 
does not include the tax-for church building. When- 
ever the majority of a church society vote for a new 
building, a public assessment is made on every 
Catholic, and the public, not church, officials collect 
it. The assessments for new church buildings take 
priority over even a first mortgage. 

As aresult the province of Quebec has the most 
superb churches. They are not alone in the large 
cities, but every town with a handful of people has 
an imposing church, built in good taste and with 
architectural elegance. The little village of Longueil, 
opposit Montreal, has a superb cathedral of cut stone, 
costing over $100,000. There is no such church in 
Detroit, and yet Longueil has not more than 2,000 
inhabitants, while Detroit has 200,000. Throughout 
the province the churches, in proportion to the pop- 
ulation, are the most splendid in the world. Nearly 
all of Montreal was formerly owned by the church, 
which still holds a good portion of the best property. 
"The nuns own large wharf property. 

There are two sets of schools, Catholic and Prot- 
estant, and a taxpayer’s quota goes to that religious 
school to which he belongs. With corporate prop- 
erty, however, the entire tax is given to the Catholic 
board. There are, therefore, two recognized classes 
of public schools. In both of these the French lan- 
guage is almost entirely used, and most of them are 
in the care of the clergy. In the districts of Sher- 
brooke and Richmond there are twenty-five priests 
conducting the Protestant schools. The assertion 
was recently made by the Montreal Witness that the 
number was twenty-eight. Denials were made, and an 
investigation established the number at twenty-five. 

The Anticlericals claim that many abuses hav re- 
sulted from the extensiv power of the church. For 
instance, the most complete censorship is maintained 
against the introduction of Liberalism and Infidelity 
into Quebec. In one case a young author had been 


what Liberal views. This came under the eye of the 
church censor, was condemned, and thereupon burnt. 
Here at St. Hyacinthe I was told of a similar instance. 
A Parisian bookseller, who had formerly lived at St. 
Hyacinthe, returned to his own home and sought to 
make a sale of books to the provincial library. 
Among those chosén was one treating of prehistoric 
man. This was rejected by M. de Labruere, the pro- 
vincial censor, 88 having too much that was against 
orthodox “doctrin. In fact, the province of Quebec 
knows nothing, of Darwin, Herbert Spencer, or 
Huxley. The censor would bar them from the 
libraries, the book dealer who sold them would be 
publicly denounced and crushed. 

An instance of the manner in which the church 
may interpose to stop Freethinking occurred here. 
A wealthy and leading manufacturer, M. Boas, was 
speaking on politics, when he admitted incidentally 
that he was a Freethinker. In the next issue of Le 
Courier, the paper published by M. de Labruere, the 
provincial censor, there was an article calling upon 
the church authorities to interpose against Boas. 
Owing to the fact that the vicar-general interceded, 
nothing was done. However, it was conceded that, 
had the bishop seen fit, Boas could hav been so 
anathematized that his workmen, his customers, and 
his friends would hav ostracized him. 


It is this rapid spread of the French that is alarm- 
They see that the English 


it impossible to fitly characterize it. 
be indicted for words written or printed, and then be 
prevented from knowing what those words are until 
the hour of trial, the attack tipon the liberty of the 
press has assumed so outrageous a form that earnest 
and thoughtful men are justified in declaring that 
the machinery of the grand jury system is being 
used, not to advance the cause of justice, but to 
carry into execution the schemes of private hate, 
class interests, and religious bigotry. How do we 
know what words or paragraphs in these indicted 
issues of Lucifer are “ obscene, lewd, and lascivious,” 
as viewed through the smoked glasses of these grand 


to much expense and labor to get outa book of some- | 


Indictment of Harman and Walker. 

At last the blow has fallen! We are all indicted— 
severally and jointly. ` ; 

The names of nine of the subseribers on our local 
list appear as the witnesses cited, presumably to 
prove the receiving of the indicted copies of Lucifer 
through the mail. Among these names is that of one 
of our bondsmen, N. H. Harman. Evidently “our 
friend, the enemy,” Mr. McAfee, does not mean to 
be accused of partiality in selecting witnesses! Five 
issues of Lucifer are indicted. The alleged mailing | 
of a copy of each of these to each of the nine sub- 
Seribers named in the indictments is a “count” 
against each of us separately, and against all jointly. 
This makes forty-five counts against each separately 
and forty-five more against the editors and publish- 
ers jointly, thus aggregating ninety counts each 


against M. Harman, Geo. Harman, and E. C. Walker, 
or two hundred and seventy in all against the unfor- 
tunate members of the “Lucifer outfit" to use a 
favorit expression of a pious local contemporary. 


And what is the offending matter? What articles 


in these five numbers of Lucifer are obscene, lewd, 
and lascivious? 
ments this is alleged of each copy specified: 


We do notknow. In the indict- 


And said obscene, lewd, and lascivious paper and publica- 


tion aforesaid so knowingly deposited as aforesaid is of a 
nature so obscene, lewd, and lascivious as to dispense with 
the incorporation of the words and figures in this indict. 
ment. 


What a very modest grand jury! How tenderly 


solicitous for the morals of the court officials and 
other unworldly gentlemen ! 


Seriously, the infamy of such a prosecution renders 
When men can 


jurymen, and so what is to prevent us from again . 
and again committing the “crime” of writing, print- 
ing, and mailing them? What right has a grand 


jury to tell a man that some words of his are 


“ obscene,” etc., and yet refuse to inform him which 
those words are? Is this Comstockian method of 
drawing indictments intended to promote “ law- 
breaking ?' It certainly has that appearance. 

But whether we do or do not know what the 
offending words and phrases are, we shall never 
admit that we hav exceeded our rights as editors and 
publishers, for we hav not, and we shall continue to 
conduct our paper to suit ourselvs and our sub- 
scribers, regardless of the meddling intolerance of 
McAfee and the obsequious grand juries which do 
his bidding. 

. The above-named special agent of the post-office 
department was in Leavenworth while the grand 
jury was in session, and to this Western Comstock 
we are indebted for the indictments. He seems 
anxious to rival in scoundrelism his Eastern coadju- 
tor and exemplar. But let none ever forget that he 
is merely an instrument—the infamous and uncon- 
stitutional law which he enforces is the real enemy, 
and against that we must direct every force at our 
command. ; 

We are held in bonds of $500 each to-appear for 
trial on the second Monday of April, 1888, in the 
United States District Court at Topeka. N. H. Har- 
man, of Valley Falls, and J. B. Johnson and N. J. 
Holum, of Topeka, are our bondsmen. 

Tt is a square fight for Free Press. We flatly deny 
the charge of obscenity. Lucifer has never con- 
tained an obscene word, even when judged by the 
anti-natural standards of the dominant religion and 
sociology. We ask the comradeship and substan- 
tial help of the Freethinkers and Humanitarians of 
the country. To defend in the United States courts 
against such a charge as this is costly, and the pub- 
lication of a radical paper such as ours brings in 
money ina very slow and intermittent stream. To 
pay current expenses out of our weekly receipts is all 
that we are able to do, and so, in a crisis like this, 
we must appeal to our co-workers to help us in our 
defensiv struggle with the powers of intolerance 
and proscription, a struggle upon whose final issue 
hangs the liberty to speak and write and print, of 
every man and woman in ourland. ^ E. C. WALKER, 

Junior Editor of Lucifer. 

Valley Falls, Kan. Oct. 81, 1887. 

Nore.—In Tug Troru.Szexzn of Oct. 29th is an editorial 
note that embodies an error regarding our case. Touching 


our departure from Leavenworth before our case had been 
given to the grand jury I wrote and Lucifer printed it as I 


. wrote, that we were allowed to go upon “our old recogni- 


zances.” It appears in Tug Trora SEEKER as “ our own 
recognizances,” quite an important difference.—E. C. W. 
eo 
Tue Trura SzzkER Company’s Catalog of Freethought, 
Reform, and Scientific Books will be mailed free to any ad- 
dress upon application. : 


' 


. E. M. Maoponanp, . - - 
' O. P. Sowxnsx, : - 
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with one remittance. 


TWO THINGS WANTED. 


First. We want some money from every friend who owes 
on his subscription to Taz TRuTH Szexer. The balance in 
the bank from which to draw to satisfy the paper manufact- 
urers and the printer is very small, and we must increase it, 
or run in debt. There are many hundreds of dollars owing 
us by subscribers, and we desire to kindly but firmly call 
their attention to the matter. We need ihe money, and it is 
not right for them to keep it from us. We woyld also 
respectfully suggest to those whose subscriptions expire dur- 
ing the present month that now is the time to renew. We 
would call attention, too, to our club rates. Get a new sub- 
scriber, and so get your own paper cheaper. 

Becond. We once more ask our friends to send us the 
names of all the Infidels of their acquaintance who do not 
take Tue. TRurH SEEKER. The intention is to send them 
sample copies of the paper with the hope that they may 
Subscribe. . 

ee ——— 
Church Establishment. - 

The decision of the Supreme Court of the United 
States in the Anarchist cases draws attention to a 
court interpretation of the Constitution of great 
interest to Freethinkers. The court holds that the 
first ten amendments to the Constitution are limita- 
tions upon the power of the United States, but not 
upon the power of the several states. This has been 
the view of the court for a half-century, and many 
decisions hav been rendered in accordance therewith. 
If this be the case, it removes all restrictions upon 
the states as to the establishment of religion except 
their own constitutions. Every state can, if it 
chooses, establish by Jaw any religion or any sect, 
and support such religion or sect from the state 
treasury. Many of the states hav provided against 
this, but not all. Alabama, to begin alphabetically, 
cannot hav a state religion without changing its 
present constitution. Arizona territory can, pro- 
vided it is established by the territorial legislature 
and not by Congress. Arkansas may hav an estab- 
lished religion, and its present constitution virtually 
legalizes the Christian religion by providing that any 
person who denies the being of God shall be incom- 
petent to hold civil office or testify in court. Cali- 
fornia is safe. So is Colorado. Connecticut cannot 
giv preference to any Christian sect, but it has estab- 
lished the Christian religion by enacting blasphemy 
laws.. Dakota is in the same boat with Arizona, and 
has in addition a blasphemy law. Delaware believes 


: it to be the duty of all men to worship the “author 


of the universe,” but no man can be compelled to 
support places of worship. Delaware, of course, has 
a biasphemy law, which makes the Christian religion 
the legal superstition. Florida could establish a state 
church if it chose. So could Georgia and Idaho ter- 
ritory. Illinois, Iowa, Indiana, Kansas, and Kentucky 
could not without first changing their constitutions. 
E xt Indiana has a blasphemy law, though the others 
hav not. Louisiana could, as there are no constitu- 
tiona! provisions touching the matter. Maine cannot 
estabiish a sectarian religion, though Infidels can 
easily Lo reached through its blasphemy laws. 


Maryland is prohibited from compelling its citizens 
to maintain worship, though blasphemers may be 
punished by imprisonment. Massachusetts has once 
disestablished the Congregational church, but she 
could easily reéstablish it, and her blasphemy law is 
a relic of puritanical times. Michigan is safe from 
church establishment, though she can punish blas- 


phemers. Minnesota could establish a church, 


may hire the preachers of their choice, and pay them, 


but no person of any one particular sect shall be 


compelled to support preachers of another sect. 


However, this does not affect contracts made before 


this constitution was passed. New Jersey cannot 
establish a church, but she can and does punish blas- 
phemy against Christianity. New Mexico must treat 
all sects equally. New York could not establish a 
church. North Carolina could. Ohio, Oregon, Penn- 
sylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Texas, Vermont, Virginia, West Virginia, Wisconsin, 
cannot establish religion in any form. Washington 
and Wyoming territories are under jurisdiction of 
their legislatures and Congress, and under the decis- 
ion of the Supreme Court we see no reason why the 
legislature may not establish a religion, though Con- 
gress may not. -The District of Columbia is under 
immediate Congressional authority, and can, of 
course, hav no Congressional church. 

But any or all of the states can by changing their 
organic laws hav an established church as completely 
as the Church of England. The reason that we do 
not hav them is because the sects fight each other 
and prevent one from obtaining such undue advantage 
as state establishment would giv. Herein is forcibly 
illustrated the ancient saw that when thieves fall out 
honest men get their due. 

a gg ge 
Mrs. Slenker Free. 


Technically Messrs. Chamberlain, and Roland, and 
Heermans hav defeated the district attorney and the 
post-office spies who had Mrs. Slenker arrested. The 
trial began Monday, October 31st, and continued to 
Friday, November 4th. We print in another place 
as much of the proceedings as Mr. Parkhurst, the 
stenographer, could get ready for this issue of Tux 
TRUTH SEEKER. 

Mrs. Slenkers lawyers were unable to persuade 
the judge to take the case from the jury, and that 
body of intelligent gentlemen adjudged Mrs. Slenker 
guilty after ten minutes’ consideration of the case. 
The sentence was postponed until the next day, at 
which time Mr. Chamberlain moved for the discharge 
of his client on the ground that the indictment was 
faulty. Judge Paul granted the motion, his decis- 
ion being as follows: 

‘‘ UNITED STATES 05. ELMINA D. SLENKER. 

** Motion in arrest of judgment. Allegation of scienter in 
indictment, when a matter of substance. 

** The indictment under section 8,898, United States Re- 
vised Statutes, contained two counts, each charging that the 
defendant ‘ did unlawfully and knowingly deposit and caused 
to be deposited in the mail of the United States for mailing 
and delivery in the post-office of Snowville, Va., certain 
obscene, lewd, and lascivious writings, papers, prints, and 
publications.’ No other allegation of knowledge appeared 
in the indictment. After conviction in the district court of 
the United States for the Western District of Virginia, the 
defendant moved in arrest of judgment for insutficiency of 
the indictment. The jury in this case having found a ver- 
dict of guilty, the defendant moves the court in arrest of 
judgment on the ground that it is not alleged in either count 
of the indictment that the defendant knew the writings, 
papers, publications, etc., charged to hav been by her de- 
posited in the mail, were of an obscene, lewd, and lascivious 
character. She is charged in the indictment with unlawfully 
and knowingly depositing and causing to be deposited in the 
mail for mailing and delivery certain obscene, lewd, and 
lascivious writings, papers, etc., but there is no allegation 
that she knew the papers, writings, etc., to be obscene, 
lewd, etc. The scienter when necessary to be alleged in an 
indictment is matter of substance and not of form, and its 
omission is not cused by section 1,025 of the Revised Stat- 
utes. 

“ The district attorney insists that as the indictment is in 
the language of the statute it is sufficient. This is the 
general rule as sufficiently deseribing the offense, but where 
something more is necessary, such as the allegation of guilty 
knowledge, then the language of the statute is not always 
sufficient. This was the case in United States vs. Carll, 105 
U. S., 611, where the indictment alleged in the words of the 


though she cannot punish blasphemers. Mississippi 
can hav no state church, though anyone denying the 
existence of a supreme being can hold no office in 
the state. Missouri could establish a church. Mon- 
tana is subject to Congress and her territorial legis- 
lature. Nebraska can hav no statereligion. Nevada 
could. New Hampshire has established evangelical 
Protestantism, and provides that towns and cities 


statute that the defendant feloniously and with intent to 
defraud did pass, utter, and publish a falsely made, forged, 
counterfeit, and altered obligation of the United States, but 
did not further allege that the defendant knew it to be 
false, forged, counterfeit, and altered. It was held insufficient 
even after verdict, the Supreme Court saying, ‘In an indict- 
ment upon a statute it is not sufficient to set forth the offense 
in the words of the statute unless those words of themselys 
fully, directly, and expressly, without any uncertainty or 
ambiguity, set forth all the elements necessary to constitute 
the offense to be punished. To the same ‘effect is the 
decision of United States vs. Cruikshank, 92 U. 8. Supreme 
Court Reports, 542, The same objection made to this indict- 
ment was made and sustained in the case of the Common- 
wealth vs. Boynton, 12 Cushing's Reports, 499. These 
authorities are as high as any that can be invoked in the 
decision of this question. ; 

** A very clear rule as to the sufficiency of an indictment is 
laid down in Com. vs Young, 15 Grattan, 664. It is this: ‘If 
the indictment may be true and still the accused may not be 
guilty of the offense described in the statute, the indictment 
is insufficient.’ Let us apply this rule to the case before us. 
The defendant is charged with knowingly depositing and 
causing to be deposited in the mail for mailing and delivery 
certain obscene papers, etc. She may knowingly hav done 
this. She may knowingly hav caused it to be done and yet 
be entirely ignorant of the obscene character of the writings, 
etc., so deposited, and consequently not guilty of the offense 
described in the statute. _ 

“í Knowingly’ in the indictment must be limited to the 
act of depositing for mailing and delivery the obscene matter 
in the mail, and cannot be extended to include a guilty 
knowledge of the character of the writings, papers, etc. 

* Suppose the indictment charged that the defendant 
knowingly deposited and caused to be deposited in the mail 
for mailing and delivery a certain dangerous and explosiv 
substance known as dynamite or gunpowder, would this be 
sufficient allegation that she knew the material to be of a 
dangerous and explosiv character? The court thinks not. 
The knowledge alleged in the indictment would be confined 
to the act of mailing. The adjectivs ‘dangerous and explo- 
siv’ would intervene between the fact of which she is alleged 
to hav knowledge and separate it from the subject of which 
she must be charged with having guilty knowledge, and are 
descriptiv of that subject. As stated in the case cited from 
12 Cushing, the guilty knowledge charged was confined to 
the act of selling, and did not extend to the character of the 
meat sold. 

“ The case chiefly relied upon by counsel for the govern- 
ment to sustain this indictment is United States vs. Bennett, 
Myers’s Federal Decisions, p. 700. An examination of that 
case will show that the point there raised against the indict- 
ment was somewhat different from the one raised here. 
But granting them to be the same, I cannot think the case of 
Bennett of more binding authority than the cases I hav cited. 

** The court is of the opinion that the indictment does not 
not set forth the offense with clearness and all necessary cer- 
tainty so as to apprise the accused of the crime with which 
she stands charged, and every ingredient of which the offense 
is composed is not accurately and clearly alleged. It is de- 
fectiv because it does not allege that the defendant knew 
that the writings, papers, etc., which she is charged with 
having deposited in the mail for mailing and delivery were 
of an obscene, lewd, and lascivious character. This conclu- 
sioa is clearly sustained by principle and precedent, and the 
motion in arrest of judgment must be sustained.” 


We heartily congratulate Mrs. Slenker on her 
escape from the clutches of Comstock’s crowd. The 
judge seems to hav been a fair-minded man, though 
the jury and community were maliciously vindictiv 
toward the defendant. This judicial fairness and the 
efforts of able counsel enable her to return in triumph 
to her home, where she is respected by all her ac- 
quaintances. It would hav been better had the jury 
recognized her purity of character and motiv and 
acquitted her on the merit of the defense; but it is 
too much to expect that a lot of orthodox clodhoppers 
could understand the object of a sexual science in- 
vestigator. They saw only the coarse clothing of her 
work ; not its spirit. 

But for all that, she is free. Her contemptible 
prosecution has failed, and the spies hav had their 
labor for their pains. We do not believe there is a 
Liberal in the country who will not be overjoyed to 


know it. 
1 ——— — — 9-99 — ——— 


Arkansas Law. 


This is the way the Christians manage things in 
Arkansas, as we learn from the Democrat of Little 
Rock, that state. Mr. H. B. Flippen is a young 
farmer living at Cascade Springs, Faulkner county. 
Recently Mr. Flippin took a portion of his cotton 
crop to Little Rock to sell. His journey began Sun- 
day, October 16th, and to reach Little Rock he was 
obliged to pass through Pulaski county. Soon after 
crossing the county line he was overtaken by Justice 
of the Peace A. F. Skinner, who gravely informed 
the young man that there was on the statute book of 
the state of Arkansas a law inhibiting any species of 
Sabbath work, and that in his hallidome said law was 
enforced to the letter. Mr. Flippen at first paid but 
little attention to this official pronunciamento, but 
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the gentleman clothed in the official robes soon im- 
pressed the violator of the Sabbath law that he 
meat business. He ordered Mr. Flippen into the 
custody of a constable, then he established his court 
right there in the road, had the constable bring Mr. 
Flippen before him, and fined him one dollar. When 
Mr. Flippen reached Little Rock he showed the 
editor of the Democrat the following receipt: 
** Oct. 16, 1887. 

“ Received of H. B. Flippin $1, as fine for having on the 
Sabbath. 

“ This 16th day of October, 1887. 

“A, F. SKINNER, J. P." 

This is a verbatim copy, and the editor explains 
that the word “having” in the receipt should be 
“hauling,” which renders it intelligible, though, per- 
haps, reflecting somewhat dios the intelligence of 
the militant justice. 

The Christians of Arkansas are evidently alive to 
the necessity of preserving the holy Sabbath if they 
would preserve themselvs. But the question will 
obtrude upon one who ponders the matter, whether 
Justice Skinner cares the more for his religion or the 
dollar he extracted from Mr. Flippen’s pocket. 


a —— 


The Prohibitionists the Priests’ Last Hope. 


The Personal Liberty League of the Germans is 
meeting with very determined opposition from the 
preachers. The burden of their grief is over the pro- 
posed violation of the sanctity of the Sabbath. And 
along with the saloonists the preachers class the bar- 
bers, the bakers, the butchers, the ice-cream venders, 
the managers of steamboat and railroad excursions, 


the postmasters who open their offices on Sunday,. 


and the newsdealers. In short, the reverend gentle- 
men are more concerned for the Sabbath than for the 
evil effects of beer-drinking. 

In their defense of the institution which enables 
them to keep the people by the throat, the churches 
are casting about among the political parties. Of the 
Democratic party they expect nothing, as its policy 
of individualism furnishes “strong assurances that it 
will not seriously oppose an attempt to weaken the 
present Sunday laws.” Of the Republican party the 
churches hav expected much, but now a zealous sup- 
porter of Sunday laws has discovered that the Re- 
publicans hav for years maintained in their platform 
a plank against Prohibitory and Sunday laws. The 
plank was adopted as far back as 1872, any reads as 
foliows: 

: * The Republican party propose to respect the rights se- 
cured by the people to themselvs, as carefully as the powers 
delegated by them to the state and federal government. It 
disapproves of the resort to unconstitutional laws for the pur- 
pose of removing evils, by interference with the rights not 
surrendered by the people to either state or national govern- 
ment." 

On its face the plank is a shrewd evasion of plain 
speaking, and a ‘conspicuous example of how words 
may be utilized to cover up sentiments, but in con- 
nection with this letter from a member of the com- 
mittee which drafted the resolution it is significant. 

` The letter was written to a distiller who had inquired 
of Mr. Raster just what he meant by his ambiguous 


plank: 
“Curoaao, ILL., July 10, 1872. 

“J. M. Miter, Dear Sir: In reply to yours of July 8th 
I hav to say that I hav written the sixteenth resolution of 
the Philadelphia platform, aud that it was adopted by the 
platform committee with the full and explicit understanding 
that tis purpose was the discountenancing of all so-called tem- 
perance (prohibitory) and Sunday laws. This purpose was 
meant to be expressed by reference to those rights of the 
people which hav not been delegated to either national or 
state governments; it being assumed that the right to drink 
what one pleases (being responsible for the acts committed 
under the influence of strong drink), and the right to look 
upon the day on which Christians hav their prayer-meetings 
as any other day, were among the rights not delegated by 
the people, but reserved to themselvs. Whether this expla- 
nation of the meaning of the resolution will satisfy you or 
not, I do not know. But as you want to serve the cause of 
truth, so do I; and what I hav stated here in regard to 
the ‘true meaning and intent’ of the sixteenth resolution of 
the Philadelphia platform is the truth. 

“ Very respectfully yours, HERMAN RASTER.” 


At the last national Republican convention in 1884 
the previous declarations of the party were reaffirmed, 
and this plank stands to-day, to the great consterna- 
tion and dismay of the ministers, who hav confidently 
looked to the Republican party to retain for them 
the chief relic of puritanie times which givs them 
their living. They now discover, however, that the 
managers of the party look upon Sunday as only a 
day on which Christians hav their prayer-meetings, 
and hav no objections to its being used as any other 


day. The discovery has shocked the clergy, and 
they roll their eyes at the Prohibition party as their 
only hope. 

This is well The Prohibition party, the God-in- 
the-Constitution party, and the Protestant church 
are one. Let them consolidate and crystallize upon 
a platform, and the rest of mankind will know how 
to meet them. And if the Germans expect to achieve 
permanent success in repealing tue Sunday laws, 
they must broaden their platform to meet the 
requirements of justice and American principles, and 
not restrict it to the capacity of the trousers pockets 


of the brewers. 
——— ———9-49-———— —— 


A Merciful Religion. 


The Buffalo Catholic Union and Times is in no 
doubt whatever concerning the destination of heretics. 
A Lutheran celebration in that city two weeks ago 
induces the reverend Patrick Cronin to remark: 

“ The Lutherans of Buffalo made Rome howl in trying to 
glorify their unfrocked monk, last week. But the beery 
hero of the ‘Table Talk’ would now rather hav a drop of 
cold water upon his burning tongue than all the eulogy that 
German eloquence could pronounce.” 


That is to say, Martin Luther, for having defied 
the pope, is now in hell, in burning brimstone, with 
literal flames roaring and crackling around him, his 
flesh shriveled and cracked, his eyes singed and 
sightless, his lips burning and tongue swollen and 
black, imploring with maniacal shrieks for one drop 
of water which God will not permit him to hav. 

That is indeed a merciful and a blessed religion 
which comforts men and women with such pictures. 
———— — —á429—-49—»——— —— ———— 

Another Proelamation. 

Following in the evil footsteps of President Cleve- 
land, Governor Hill, of this state, has issued his 
Thanksgiving proclamation. He says: 

“ The mountains clothed with trees, the valleys filled with 
corn, the meadows rich with cattle, the streams making the 
fields green, everywhere speak the goodness of God. 

** And he has blessed us beyond all other nations in wide- 
reaching, fertil farms, with their multitude of contented 
country homes, and in the busy streets of our many pros- 
perous cities—these all bound together by majestic. natural 
water-courses and by the great highways built by the genius 
and industry of our people. 

“The giver of all good gifts has especially granted us 
happiness and welfare in the year that is ending. We hav 
been kept in health, we hav been preserved from strife 
within our borders, and in peace with foreign states. We 
hav been given abundant harvests and hav seen great 
increase in our material wealth.” 

We think Mr. Hill must hav written that in a 
Pickwickian, if not in a Pecksniffian, sense. If there is 
any state'in the Union that is not prosperous, whose 
farmers are overburdened with taxes and under- 
burdened with crops, whose laborers are discontented 
to the verge of riot, and business men disgusied 
with an unprofitable year, it is New York. 

While we object to all these proclamations as 
tending to unite church and state, we object espe- 
cially to the habit the issuers hav of ane about the 
condition of the country. 

— c 
Editorial Notes. 


The synod of Baltimore, on the 27th ult., directed the 
presbytery of Washington to record a verdict of not guilty 
in the case of F. M. Todd, of Manassas, Va. The clergy 
always stand by each other when they can. 


Ir Ella Wheeler Wilcox really believes that Colonel Inger- 
soll is ** laying down his arms,” she should read his reply to 
Dr. Field in the Worth American Review, copious extracts 
from which were transferred to these columns last week. 
And if she will talk to Mr. Ingersoll only five minutes on the 
subject, she will never hav the hardihood, even to fill out 
space, to again insinuate such a thing. 


For thirteen years Mrs. Annie Besant has been connected 
with the National Reformer as co-editor. She now resigns 
this position because she is à Socialist. She will, however, 
continue to enrich the Reformers columns as a contributor. 
Mrs. Besant “ regards Socialism as the necessary and logical 
outcome of the radicalism which the Reformer teaches," but 
she has by no means made this proposition clear. The 
policy of the paper is Atheistic and republican. We do not 
see that an Atheist is necessarily a Socialist, or how a repub- 
lican can be. 


Tue ministers are vigorously fighting the Personal Liberty 
League. "Their organization in this city has the support, of 
course, of the country clergy, who ** view with alarm " the 
increasing tendency to violate the Sabbath, and do therefore 
* resolve? that “the Personal Liberty League, which hae 
for its avowed object the lawful opening of the drinking 
saloons on Sunday, between the hours of 2 and 12 r.m., is 
subversiv of both law and order, and strikes at the over- 
throw of the Christian Sabbath, which is one of the main 


bulwarks of our American free institutions," We fail to.see 
how the Personal Láberty League wil be subversiv of law 
when the law shall permit the saloons to be open as the 
league desires, and order will probably be às good when men 
drink beer legally as it is now when they drink it illegally. 
The “Christian Sabbath” is one of the main bulwarks of the 
clergy, and the Sunday laws are the main division between 
them and beggary, but the clerical profession is not synon- 
ymous with free institutions by any means. 


W. M. SALTER, the pastor of the Ethical Society of Chicago, 
has kindly devoted a whole sermon to the condemned 
Anarchists of his city. His conclusion is that three of the 
men were proven accessories before the fact of the murder of 
the policeman Degan—Engel, Fischer, and Lingg. These 
he thinks the state should imprison for life. The other four, 
Spies, Schwab, Fielden, and Parsons, he believes, after 
examining all the evidence, not guilty of the crime for 
which they hav been condemned. They were guilty of 
sedition and were engaged in a conspiracy against the state. 
This was their offense, he says, and for this they should be 
imprisoned for a term of years. The conclusion of Mr. 
Salter is evidently a compromise with his conscience and his 
congregation. If Engel, Fischer, and Lingg were really 
proved to be accessories to murder their sentence to hang is 
just, if capital punishment is the penalty for. that crime, 
though executiv clemency may well be extended in all such 
cases. Hanging is a barbarous mode of punishment. And 
if the others are guilty only of conspiring to change the form 
of government in Illinois, nothing should be done to them. 
The people hav the right to change the form of government 
if they choose. That inherent right is the basis upon which 
the Revolutionary war is justified. Where would the Demo- 
cratic and Republican political orators land if denouncing 
our rulers were an unlawful conspiracy? Treason consists 
in acts, not talk; and if, as Mr. Salter finds, Fielden, Spies, 
Parsons, and Schwab did nothing but talk, they should go 
free like any other stump spe&ker. If these men conspired 
to murder and did actually murder Degan and the other 
policemen, their sentence is just. If they did not so con- 
spire and murder, their execution will be judicial murder. 


Tar Galveston (Tex.) News, which is permitted by the 
grace of Judge Gustave Cook to violate the Sunday laws on 
condition that it support them, says in its Sunday issue of 
the 30th ult.: ‘The North American Review for November 
opens with the promised reply of Robert G. Ingersoll to the 
Rev. Henry M. Field, who wrote an open letter to Ingersoll 
in a recent number of the Review. On that occasion the Rev. 
Henry Field was rash enough to advance some puny argu- 
ments in support of the tottering tower of religion, and op- 
posed to the sweeping onslaughts on a popular fallacy by the 
eloquent Atheist. It was predicted that Mr. Ingersoll would 
reply in due time. He has done so. And what is the re- 
sult? As well may the average mortal attempt to stay the 
rush of the tempest as to successfully cope with Ingersoll, 
whose control of language, power of reason, force of argu- 
ment, and eloquence of utterance conibined, are so over- 
whelmingly great, that he crushes his opponents with their 
logical weight. As the scythe levels the grain to earth, so 
he, with a resolution that never falters, and a mind that 
never weakens, hurls his shafts of logic and reason into the 
serried ranks of ignorance, superstition, and fanaticism, 
sweeping them out of existence. For pure eloquence, in- 
genuity, and clearness of argument, beauty of construction, 
and facility of expression, the present article of Mr. Inger- 
soll in the North American Review almost surpasses his pre- 
vious efforts. Step by step he takes up the points advanced 
by the Rev. Henry Field, carefully analyzes them, makes all 
due allowances, and finally leaves them bare like a plucked 
chicken. He gently, yet firmly, dethrones his opponent from 
his self-imposed position. He is generous and willing to con- 
cede certain points for the sake of argument, but never loses 
hold of his object, and that object is to destroy his oppo- 
nent's theories. In one respect it is the most radical essay 
that Colonel Ingersoll has ever written, as he conceals noth- 
ing, withholds nothing, but reveals his innermost thoughta 
&nd unshaken convictions in the interest of progress and en- 
lightenment. In thirty pages of the North American Review 
he sweeps &way the arguments of the Rev. Henry Field 
as effectually as though carried away by a whirlwind.” Mr. 
Belo should be careful. If he tells the truth in this frank 
fashion Judge Cook may repent. 

— e 
Business. 

Mrs. S. L. CLARK, of Newport, Me., daughter of Seward 
Mitchell, has a large number of her father's papers on hand 
which she will send to anyone who desires them sufficiently 
to send stamps to pay postage. 


ATTENTION is called to the advertisment, in its appropriate 
column, of the steel engraving of Alexander von Humboldt. 
The picture is a fine one of the great naturalist, of whom 
Ingersoll said, ** He left a legacy of glory to every human 
being." 

———— -1-——— — — — 

Cuartes Warts will lecture at West Union, Ia., Novem- 
ber 20th and 2ist; at Maynard, the 22d; at Oelwin, the 23d. 
e 
A Cosmopolitan Nation. 

From Tidbits, 

The court: ‘‘ Mr. Clerk, is this Thursday afternoon?” 

Clerk: ‘‘ Yes, your honor.” 

The court: “To-morrow is the Turkish Sabbath, Satur- 
day the Hebrew, and Sunday the Christian. We adjourn 
until Monday.” 

Clerk: ‘‘ But that is Labor Day ; Tuesday is the anniver- 
sary of Irish independence; and Wednesday of the founding 


of the German empire.” 
The court: ‘‘ Then we are closed for the week." 


_ not be sure of the means. 
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Letters from friends. 


GorprHwAIT, Texas, Oct. 25, 1887. 
Mr. EprroR: I send money to renew my subscription and 
for one new subscriber. I hav the promis of another sub- 
Scriber. I shall send on his name soon.  Freethought is 
growing in this place and country. A. Lewis. 


Sr. Coarres, Minn., Oct. 16, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: The lectures of Mr. Remsburg, delivéred two 
years ago in this place, hav not been without effect. The 
present shepherds of the fold are beginning to complain that 
the well-bedewed pasture fields show unmistakable signs of 
approaching barrenness, and they are on the outlook for 
fields more congenial for pastoral prosperity. C. LAUTE. 


PAULINE, ARK., Oct. 19, 1887. 
Mr. EpiroR: Inclosed find postal note for $3 fora new 
subscriber to TEE TRUTH SEEKER. A few of us here about 
Pauline keep in the harness and expect to continue the fight 
for freedom against spiritual tyranny. I organized a Liberal 
League at Pauline two weeks ago on twelve members. We 
need a good liberal iecturer through this part of Arkansas 
(Northwest), but it seems we cannot arouse the timid Free- 
thinkers enough to get one here. Ihav made several efforts 
to get J. E. Remsburg, who would hav come, but I could 

W. R. BAOHELOR. 


Garr, OnT., Oct: 17, 1887. 
Mz. Eprron: Inclosed please find $5, which please credit, 
and send Taz Trurs SEEKER for balance of amount. I wil] 
not take up your time by giving you ‘“‘ taffy,” but will merely 
say that your management of Tug TnurH SEEKER meets my 
views of Liberalism. It seems to me that severalof your 
correspondents misapprehend the true idea of a Liberal. 
Your explanations and replies to such meet with my hearty 
approval, and Tas TRUTH SEEKER, pictures and all, is a wel- 
come weekly visitor to our household. With best wishes 
for your success, Gro. LARD. 


Moonr ALTON, Pa., Oct. 20, 1887. 

Mr. EpironR: Please find inclosed $8 to pay subscription 
for Tue Teruras SesKeR, the friend of the Liberals—yes, I 
will say the greatest fricud and companion of Liberals. Your 
correspondents are doiug a great work, and the lecturers that 
are traveling through the country are doing à great work 
also. Watson Heston is a host; his mind must be loaded 
equivalent to a Gatling gun. I am certain that the shots that 
he fires into the ranks of the enemy are telling. I liv in a 
small village; the people are all, or nearly all, of the old 
superstitious class. Those who would like to be Freethink- 
ers dare not for fear that it will not suit their neighbors. I 
say, as the great Patrick Henry said: ‘‘Giv me liberty or 
giv me death." . I say, Hang your banner on the outer wall, 


‘and let your cry be, Freedom, and long liv Taz Trura 


SEEKER. E. N. Famosi. 


4 Murray, Inago, Oct8, 1887. 
Mr. Epiror: Thanking you kindly for past favors, you 
will find inclosed $8, which you will please place to my credit 


for the best paper in the land. My paper is read by dczens’ 
.of miners every week. We hav about three hundred inhabi. 


tants in and around Murray. We hav no church, but the 
priest makes his regular round-up-once a month, and calls 
for $5 from each of his flock. I think, as a rule, three- 
quarters of the men in mining-camps are Freethinkers. A 
Methodist minister came here from Montana to giv the boys 
a talk, but he had only about five men to hear him, though I 
think all the ladies in camp went to hear—no, went to see 
the new style of dress. When he got on the stage the next 
day he said he had not collected enough to pay his fare to 
the railroad—$5. We hav not been troubled with any such 
since. If he comes again we will sit down on him. 
Frank REED. 


SanisBURY, Mo., Oct. 25, 287. 
Mr. Epiror: In your paper of Oct. 1st is a letter signed 
** Alhaza.”. Of course the name is feminin, and ‘‘ Alhaza ” 
will pardon me for saying she. 
She says: ‘‘ With regard to the Constitution, it seems that 
Alexander Hamilton was the first who suggested the idea, 


. and from the life of Patrick Henry, and other prominent 


men of that period, we learn how wise men pondered hours 
and days, as did the people also, over that mighty subject. 
I do not think clerical minds helped to frame that instru- 
ment. If they did, will some wiseacre come out and produce 
the necessary information?" If ‘‘ Alhaza” will write to M. 


^D. Leahy, of Liberal, Mo., and get a copy of the American 


Idea of the date of Aug. 13,287, she will see an article writ- 
ten by me, headed, ‘“ When will Wonders Cease?” and 
signed, ** Lucifer," which will giv her the necessary informa- 
tion. In any event, I wish to compliment you, ‘‘ AIhaza ;" 
your article certainly has many great merits and fine sug- 
gestions. JomgN TRUEBLOOD. 


ADRIAN, Miom., Oct. 26, 1887. 

Mr. Enprror: I hav to herald a mighty event—the great 
Agnostic, Robert G. Ingersoll, knocked into smithereens. 
His arguments are shivered, and his castle has becn de. 
molished and hastumbled about his ears. He can no more 
mount the rostrum and hurl his shafts of Infidelity against 
orthodox belief. He is-squelched forever. Gen. George A. 
Sheridan is lecturing at the Opera House in this city. - The 
Adrian Daily Timés says of it: ‘‘Colonel Ingersoll was 
handled with his own weapons. The shafts of eloquence, 
sarcasm, and ridicule with which he attacks the Christian 
religion were hurled back at him by a man who is fully his 


: equal in their mastery.” How hav the mighty been de- 


molished! Greatness has received a blow that it can never 
recover from. Agnosticism is dead. 


‘Catholic church, and know that if they get the power it 


citizen's duty to protect and defend the liberty of speech 


Sheridan may be a, 


very nice man, but I do not think him very profound. His 
altitude is short, but.he makes up in thickness. His stomach 
and head are too near together. The heat engendered in the 
stomach probably keeps his brain warm. Robert ought to 
know better than to set up an argument to be torn dowy by 
smarter men. = O. B. BARRETT. 


SILVERTON, CoL., Oct. 25, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: I received Mr. Eckhard's ‘‘ Nine Demands," 
and am well pleased with it. It is now being framed, and 


will occupy a choice place in the parlor. We like your paper. 


very much, and I don’t think I will ever be found without it 
again. ; Mrs. Perry FISHER. 


Cawxer Crry, Kan., Oct. 25, 287. 

Mr. Eprron: I giv you herewith an item of religious news, 
thinking that perhaps you might get it incorrectly from the 
papers. It was thusly: Some men in the garb of Jesus came 
here three weeks since, and pitched their tent and com- 
menced preaching and denouncing other sects as Antichrist. 
They taught, however, some good things, as temperance ; 
and the tobbaco habit was denounced, and the use of fine 


dress, and the wearing of watches and jewelry. They taught . 


that people should liv sinless lives. They made great noise, 
about like the ranting Methodists long years ago; so much 


80 that the people living near the tent were greatly annoyed: 
They made numerous converts, mostly from 
other churches; denounced secret societies, and I know of 


by night. 


one Oddfellow who left the society. Last night, Sunday, 
some men, with the authority of the city fathers, attended 
the meeting, denounced the preachers as scoundrels, took 
down the tent nicely, and told the clerical rogues to leave 
early next morning or worse things would happen. As 
usual, the converts were mostly women, but there were & 
considerable number of men. I may add that, as I hav 
learned'it from attendants, they were exposing the other 
sects with terrible effect, and if not stopped it would hav 
been much greater. All is quiet now, and I expect it will 
remain so, as it would be useless to go to law about it. The 
rogues made great professions of humility, taking up no col- 
lections, and receiving only such money as was given them. 
One: man took the dominie to the clothing house, and rigged 
him out with a new suit. What others did I am not ad- 
vised, however. Gro. W. CHAPMAN, M.D. 


Oct. 29, 1887. 

Mr. EprroR: I see in your issue of to-day a Mr. Ben 
Smead takes exception to my remarks of September 28d. He 
is of the opinion that I was not there when the bomb was 
thrown, nor had I heard the speeches made there, or read 
articles published in their papers. He is right. I had not; 
but I hav yet to find in the Constitution of the United States 
any clause that says a mah shall be hung for making speeches 
or publishing unpopular articles. If such is the fact, I cer- 
tainly need posting. Mr. Smead says he knows what oppres- 
sion means, but he thinks that is justice. He thinks it all 
right for a ‘pratal police to attack a peaceable meeting, and 
that to resist is all wrong, although free speech and a free 
press are guaranteed to us. He says violent speeches do no 
good. I think that sometimes they may set other people to 
thinking, and I do not think any man deserves hanging for 
making one; and there is no pretense that either of these 
men threw the bomb. Therefore, they are condemned to 
death for speaking and printing unpopular ideas. 

Mr. Ben Smead advises me to let these men and all 
breakers of the Constitution hang, and not raise my voice 
against it. Has he any idea of the multitude that would 
hang if that was the case, from presidents and judges down 
to Chicago police? He also has an idea that millionaires and 
monopolists keep millions from starving by keeping the 
wheels turning, but if the wheels did not turn, where would 
they get their millions ? He also thinks it is no use for the 
mules to kick—namely, the workers—because they thereby 
hurt themselvs; and yet this wiseacre quotes, ‘‘ Eternal 
vigilance is the price of liberty." He says the people will 
suffer, for they are at fault in not selecting better repre- 
sentativs. But how are they to instruct their representativs 


if they are not allowed free speech and press—if they are not’ 


allowed to meet and discuss any question they please, let it 
be never so unpopular, without the risk of being hung? I 
assure Mr. Smead that I can see the subtle workings of the 


would be a sorry day for such as he and I. We would be 
hung or worse for bloodthirsty Infidels, which in Christian 
parlance means all the crimes in the calendar, including 
Anarchy, Socialism, etc. J. Downes. 


Lzuien, Ia., Oct. 10, 1887. 

Ms. Eprron: I take the pleasure of gratifying your two 

wants which appeared at the head cf the editorial depart- 
ment in THE TRUTH SEEKER; and I most heartily claim that 
you are justly entitled to all that is asked. 

Among all the papers that we subscribe for, Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER ranks foremost. It is our family paper, and has be- 
come a necessity in our household. Its management is fully 
abreast of the times, which keeps us well posted on all sub- 
jects appertaining to the welfare of the human race. And 
what we hold you in our highest esteem for is that you show 
no partiality in giving each and all the right of expressing 
their sentiments upon all subjects which come within the 
bounds of decency. I liked the stand which you took in 
regard to the Chicago Anarchists, not because Ithink you 
one, nor because I sympathize with their theory, not in the 
least; but because Ithink it is each and every true American 


and to protest against the intolerant spirit which is clamor- 
ing for the abolishment of free speech, press, and mail. Let 
this spirit of suppression get into power and where will the 
line of demarcation he drawn? Not until they hav closed 
the mouths of our best thinkers and reformers, and then 


Freethought will become as offensiv to the “ Unco Guia” 


as Anarchism is at present. 

. But suffice at present, and I must before I close show our 
appreciation of Mr. Heston’s work. And to do this it is only 
necessary to say that we think his pictures splendid, and 
that we think he is engaged in a grand work, in showing up 
by illustrations the, true likeness of Christian orthodoxy. 
Pictures are plainer than words, and we must confess that, 
so far that Mr. Heston has gone, he has unveiled the tiger 
in plainer light than any other who has taken up the subject. 
The very children laugh and hoot at the imposition which 
the pictures portray. Words can easily be forgotten, but 
these cartoons will leave an impression upon both the young 
and old alike that will enable them to utterly cut loose from 
ignorance, which breeds superstition, and seek that which 
leads to truth, liberty, which result in happiness. 

There is no wonder that the weak-kneed are squealing 
about the horridness of these cartoons, simply because they 
hav never become fully convinced of the absurdity of the 
Christian religion. I sincerely trust that success will crown 
the efforts of Mr. Heston’s work, and that he will be able 
to wield his pencil long. ' ‘Rost. FLEMING. 


BROOKLYN, N. Y., Oct. 80, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: The right of private ownership has never 
been assumed on any other pretense than the action called 
labor by which possession is acquired. . The right to exclu- 
siv private ownership of product canuot be secured except 
by conceding the same right of possession to the ground, 
which will be equivalent to private ownership of the ground. 
Hence no distinction, however finely and elaborately drawn, 
can make a practical difference between private ownership 
of product and of the ground upon which the product grows, 
nor separate them. Therefore, if human labor should con- 
fer the right to private owuership of any product, it should 
confer the right to private ownership of all products. More- 
over, private ownership of flocks and herds should logically 
imply an exclusiv right of possession to as much land as 
will be required for pasturage and forage, which will secure 
private ownership of the product without the labor of cul- 
tivation. 

The right to private ownership of products, assumed on 
the pretense that human labor produces them, will hardly 
stand the test of a logical analysis, unless it can be proven 


.that human labor and nature are synonymous. I think it 


will be unanimously conceded that anthracite and bitumin- 
ous coals are products of nature unaided by human labor ; 
yet if a man bring a quantity of coals out of the mines he 
is awarded an exclusiv right of ownership on the pretense 
that his labor produced them. Moreover, the ground and 
the seeds we plant in it, the material of which the plow is 
constructed and the team which draws it, and man himself, 
are products of nature unaided by human labor. The prod- 
ucts grow while men sleep, and when matured, man claims ' 
the right of private ownership on the pretense that his labor 
has produced them. Nevertheless, I shall fail to see that 
human labor does anything more than to appropriate the 
products of nature and adapt them to human need, greed, 

and caprice, which tends to consume them. Therefore, un- 
less man appropriates that which is not the fruits of his own 
labor, he will hav no fruits of his own labor that he can ap- 
propriate. "Therefore, if it is not just for us to appropriate 
natural things, and take from others what might otherwise 

hav been theirs; the right of private ownership cannot be just 
nor justified on any pretense whatever. Furthermore, the 

right of private ownership has filled the world with violence, 

fraud," and oppression; with war, robbery, and rapine; and 
drenched the earth with human blood, and givs no reason- 
able hope of our realizing anything better from it in the 

future. Yet it is the fundamental principle of so-called 

* Labor Reform." -Therefore I think it obvious that none 

need to be reformed more than do Labor Reformers them. 
selvs. - J. A. TUTTLE. 


San Franoisoo, Oct. 14, 1887. 
Me. Eprtor: Inclosed please find $1.50, for which for- 
ward me your paper for six months. After upward of sev- 
enty years, I hav decided to change my mental diet. A 
good friend in Oakland, by loaning me some of the papers, 
has made me a victim, and J think that at the expiration of 
six months I can understand if it agrecs with my constitu- 
tion. In my youth I was brought up to the true orthodox 
faith, and used to attend the Methodist camp-meetings at 
Eastham, Cape Cod. But I never got it bad—only a slight 
touch, a sort of a religious varioloid, I might say, not as bad 
as the. measles, which I had about the same time. ' I used to 
note those converted after their return to Boston and I could 
never find much improvement in their conduct in trade and 
communication with their fellow-men. At this time I was a 
boy ina store. I used often to take packages to a gentle- . 
man's house. He was a tall, fine-looking gentleman, with a 
mild, benevolent face. He seemed to fancy me, and I am 
sure I did him. I would often receive a fourpence at his 
hand. This man was Abner Kneeland. Well, you know 
the sequel. He was put in jail for being honest. This noble, 
high-minded, good man was sent to prison for daring to say 
and believe what to-day one-half the preachers believe. 
This caused my religious ardor to flag, and thenceforth I 
began to think and watch for myself, and the longer I liv the 
more I am disgusted with these shams. This age seems to 
be made up of shams. Our daily papers are all shams. 
When you read an article you can’t tell whether it is the 
writer’s honest convictions or not. And we all know, and 
the church folk themselvs know, the church is a grand sham 
from the Catholic down. Martin Luther did a good thing. 
He builded better than he knew; he gave the people inde- 
pendence, though he would hav liked to make a religious 
despotism equal to the pope's. But he didn't start right-— 
though the Protestants hav done some pretty good work in 
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comparison. I hav seen the Catholic church in all its beauty 
and.deformity forty years ago in Mexico. I can assure you 
that for seventy odd years my eyes, ears, and brain hav not 
been idle. J. F. 


P E i ` Beruin, N. J., Oct. 19, 1887. 

Mz. Eprror: Another error of Henry George is this: ‘“ As 
man did not make the land, therefore he does not own it." 
But our Declaration of Independence tells a very different 
story. It says that all men hav certain unalienable rights, 
among which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 
Now, ifa man has a right to life, as he cannot liv without 
food, it legitimately follows that he has the same natural 
. right to land enough to raise his food on that he has to life 
itself.’ This great fact is so plain that a fool ought to see it. 
But according to George, as a man did not make land, he 
has no right to it, and so we must all join together and steal 

. it from some unseen power and each other, and let it to 


those who want it to cultivate. If the man who wants land. 


to raise food on has no right toit, whence do all others de- 
rive their right-to claim and let it ? l 
. Let us try George's logic on the other elements. Man did 
not make air, therefore he does not own it; so when a child 
is born it must not breathe till it is old ecough to earn money 
and hunt up a government officer and hire the right to use 
the air. It did not make sunlight or the water; therefore it 
must not open its eyes to the light or ask fora drink till it 
has earned money enough to pay forit. The fact is, every 
man has just the same natural right to land enough to make 
a home and raise his food on that he has to sunlight, air, 
- water, or to life itself, and any man, company, or govern- 
ment that robs any other man of his right to land is as guilty 
as the highwayman that robs him of his money, and should 
be treated the.same—and will be in the years to come. The 
same men who rob others of their birthright to land would, 
if they could, bottle up all the sunlight, air, and water, and 
make others pay for them.. Afd the sooner the world is.rid 
of such men the better. See Toe Trutu SEr&kE2 of May 
98th. More anon. l J. HAOEER. 


Minnesota VALLEY, Oct. 8, 1887. 

Mz. Epiror: In the Roman republic they said, ** Consuleo 
videant ne quid res publica capiat detrimenti "—i. e., the con- 
suls had to take care that the republic should suffer no dam. 
age. In our republic we hav no such consuls, but our 
consuls hav been so far the press of the country. The press 
had, and has, the high office to look and take care that the 
republic suffers not. The press of the country filled this 
office to our satisfaction until of late. : 

Whether the Constitution of the United States says in 
simple, unmistakable words that every citizen has the right 
. of free expression of his opinion upon any subject or not, 

we will not dispute about here, but certain and absolutely 

certain it is, and was, that the citizens of the United States 
- thought and acted so, as if the Constitution of the United 
States had warranted us perfect freedom of speech and press. 

Juries, courts, and judges acted under the same impression. 

In short, we enjoyed freedom of speech and press; if not by 

the Constitution of the United States, we had it in fact; if 
“not de jure, we had it de facto. This was so, or we thought 

it was so. When it came to a proving, it was not so. Our 
consul, 7. e., the press, did not see to it that the republic 
should not suffer. When C. B. Heynolds was persecuted 
and fined in Morristown, N. J., the press (Freethought press 


always excepted in this article) clung to the old state law of | 


New Jersey about blasphemy, and in some of them you 

' could read easily enough between the lines: ‘‘Serves him 
right; why did he not keep his mouth shut ?” Others belittled 
Mr. Reynolds, called him a pulpit renegade ; others silenced 
the whole affair; others found fault with Colonel Ingersoll 
and belittled him and his way of defending Reynolds. That 
freedom of expression of opinion was interfered with, none 
of these papers—and I keep sixteen papers in the English as 
well as in the German language—had a word to say about; 
not one word that Reynolds suffered, instead of did, wrong. 
The case was more important and apparent because Mr. 
Reynolds spoke in his own tent-house. 

The same course our press has taken, and takes, in the 
‘Chicago Anarchist case. Our consuls—. e., the press—cling 
to the state law of Illinois, which punishes the instigator 
with the same rod as the perpetrator, a law which was abol_ 
ished long ago in every European state. If you read these 
papers, you will and must get the impression as if freedom 
of speech and press had nothing whatever to do with the An- 
archist trial in Chicago. This press acts precisely as the 
man acts who sits on a branch of a tree and quietly looks on 

' while somebody is sawing at his branch before his own face. 

What did our great men then at the helm of this republic 
when this nation was fighting for its very existence during 
the Rebellion? What did Lincoln, Seward, Stanton, General 
Grant, do to suppress the Copperhead press of the North? 
Did they put those copperheads, the Chicago Times, Pom. 
eroy's Democrat, the Milwaukee 7'eebote, in jail and let them 
be condemned to be hung? Everybody who was of age and 
intelligent enough to reason then will readily admit that the 
Anarchists did child’s-play in comparison with what those 
‘Copperheads did, in speech and press. The Anarchists hay 
seven lives on their conscience; those Copperheads at least 
one hundred and seventy thousand. The people of the 
North, we soldiers and those great men in Washington, 
knew full well what great harm these Copperheads did to 
the country, and the army in especial. Our great men’ did 
not interfere with them, much less cause them to be hung, 
which would hav been a very easy matter then. Why did 
they not interfere? Because they were great men and did 
not want to interfere with the gencraliy admitted liberty and 
freedom of speech and press. They were great men; the 
framers of that monstrous Illinois law are not great men— 

hat settles the question. For the sake.of freedom of speech 


and press I therefore ask for pardon to the seven Anarchists, 
not out of sympathy with their principles or their doings. 
I will never be a Socialist oran Anarchist, and wish that 
every enemy of our government and Constitution should be 
made harmless, but not by means of cutting the liberties of 
the people, but by an open fight and hand-to-hand fight. 
The Anarchists want fighting; let them havit. Repel at the 
next occasion force by force and accept their challenge and 
let us see who wins; but the liberties of the people must 
under no circumstances be interfered with. The Anarchists 
of the whole world are not worth that prize. $ 

What & beautiful chance for all our would-be Jay Goulds, 
of whom every large city has an abundance, to face the An- 
archists at the next-given occasion and fight them hand to 
hand! The more dead on each side, the better for the 
country—on one side the bodies of the Anarchists, enemies 
of the country; on the other side the bodies of those who 
hav made Anarchists. $ O. T. 


Pasoo, W. T., Oct. 1, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: Inclosed please find $8 for one new sub- 
scriber to THE TRUTH’ SEEKER. This subscriber is our 
school teacher, and & very strong Liberal. We are very 
fortunate to secure a teacher like him. Since Mr. Putnam 
was here, and gave us two lectures on the ‘‘ New God” and 
‘¢ Universal Mental Liberty," our othodox friends hav raised 
& great war-cry, and are trying to force the Bible into the 
School, but as luek is always with the Infidels here, we got 
the best of them. As I am myself a school director yet for 
| one year, I will fight them to the bitter end. The majority 
of the people here are strong Liberals, and some of them the 
very strongest Infidels. “We are intending to build a Liberal 
hall here, and form a Secular Union. If Mr. Putnam or 
some other Liberal speaker should come this way next year, 
he can speak in our new hall, which will be dedicated to Free- 
thought and science. How glorious to see the name'in our 
little burg—the Pasco Freethinkers’ Hall of Science for the 

welfare of mankind ! FRANK SOHUNEMANN. 


Lexineron, KY., Oct. 27, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: This country is governed now by an oligarchy 
as treacherous and tyrannical as was Athens, when Thrasy- 
bulus came and laid siege to his own city, and Alcibiades 
felt burning in his bosom the soul of a patriot. When they 
are slain, who will feed the sacred fire of liberty or light so 
fearlessly the torch of reason? Taxation is indeed slavery, 
and the custom-house & den of outrage. A man who works 
for his living should never pay taxes, but claim a small pen- 
sion from the government. We need now a standing army 
to rivet our chains, when our brains will be under martial 
law, and a reign of terror will succeed. Our best editors 
tremble for the interests of capital, fearing an interregnum 
which will cause the laborer to become a monopolist; as he 
will not want a precedent in that respect. 

The time was when bishops preached to large audiences, 
but it is not so now, though some of them say plainly that 
they do not want the name of God in the Constitution. 
There is an Ariel in the air, and a strange jangling of sweet 
sounds. People languish for the truth; the flimsy subter- 
fuge will not much longer prosper, though the wording may 
be as magnificent as the book of Job, who screens poor God 
from blame, though horrible punishments are expected to 
fall upon the head of the man who offends him. All this is 
shrouded in mystery, which has power to sustain anything 
that belongs to religion. The way people worship now is, 
* to hunt a crowd, and when they find one, they will listen 
. with some patience, if the lecture sounds like Beecher's ser- 
.mons." They say they love God, though they know nothing 
about him. Their idol must resemble nothing—for he never 
.casts & shadow, has no center or circumference, animates 
everything—so that at times he must be inconceivably dis- 
gusting. Which makes nonentity, contradiction, and a fiend. 
-One reason why twenty-four clergymen wanted him left out 
of the Constitution was because people would then be sure 
to rend that instrument with regard to the ‘‘ nature of God 
and the origin of evil.” We remember how vivid was St. 
Augustine's idea that the father and son were consubstantial, 
and Tertullian’s luminous thought that Christ was being 
born from all eternity and to eternity (bedlam lucubrations). 

Strange that difference there should be 
‘Twixt tweedledum and tweedledee! — — 

And Mr. J. Fiske givs it as his opinion that the seeds of 
modern Infidelity were already planted in the minds of these 
dear clergymen. 

There is a God who can be traced through cycles or ages, 
working in volumes of atoms at one period, responding in 
another in improved masses, animals almost lost in Nature's 
convulsions arising with greater vigor under purer skies and 
amid better surroundings—Evolution. The mind which con- 
sumes at * white heat” will crave a broader scope of 
thought. Pity will charm the soul, instead of luxurious 
emotions— ` 


Balm, dropping down from the sky, 
Is not sweeter than poor human love. ; 
ALHAZA.. 


DzrRorr, Miom., Oct. 24, 1887. 

Mz. Eprrog: M. E. Lazarus seems to want an explanation 
from me. He does not lay down any alternativ, as was once 
the style in such cases. But he can see no inconsistency in 
his writings, and so lays it to my ignorance and ill-will. 
Well, the first part of his fling is often made to act as a 
boomerang, but I am too well aware of my defects to return 
such compliments; and the second part, that I can hav any 
ill-will toward & person whom I hav never seen, nor had any 
transactions with, is just too rich even to amuse me. To 
satisfy my mind upon the point, that I had not forgotten any- 
thing, I hav looked over the back numbers of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER and read over Mr. Lazarus's letter in reply to one of 
mine, in which I find more ignorance and inconsistency than 


in the letter of Aug. 20, 1887, to the Editor.: In Taz Trurs 


SEEKER of Feb. 20, 1886, Mr. Edgeworth starts off with: A 


Political Aladdin." “Jn resting from your labor, your 
imagination, under the same sort. of inaction from the facts 
which spread sumptuous banquets in the dreams of starving 
men, assumes the helm of that power to which it is enslaved, 


and wielding the ballot as a talisman, creates money by fiat. . 


[What a grand piece of rhetoric for some school boy! How 
full of consistency !] During a flush of currency the business 
mind is excited, capital flows out more freely into enterprise, 
more labor is employed, and, as to wages, it must be the 
fault of contract if their sum does not rise to more than com- 
pensate for their lesser purchasing power." Well, if there is 
not both ignorance galore and inconsistency here I must 
be a numskull. Mr. Edgeworth is perfectly ignorant of 
money and of the meaning of fiat. No man ever knew a dol- 
lar of fiat money to be worth less than one hundred cents, 
and no money that ever was made yet had any power to pur- 
chase even a ticket for soup. Again he says: ‘* These tem- 
porary phenomena own a moral force distinct from the ma- 
terial basis of the currency. They will be the same whether 
this is flushed by an immigration of capital, or by the dis- 
covery of treasures, or by fiatism.” No man has yet ever 
informed the world what the thing called capital is, and Mr. 
Edgeworth talks Hindoo when he makes such expressions. 
** The difference,” he says, ‘‘ between these motivs of activ- 
ity is felt at ulterior periods, when collapse and bankruptcy 
reveal the spurious.” My friend is about as well-informed 
as to the caus#s of collapse and bankruptcy as he is of the 
purchasing power of money. He evidently has read various 
and numerous of the party organs and financial reports, and 
has swallowed them all without sorting them out, and he givs 
them forth just as he has received them. And this he does 
with all subjects so far as I hav read his letters—see his letter 
to the Editor Aug. 20, 1887. Again he says: ‘‘ Is a fiat cur- 


rency without other basis than faith on the part of its re- 


ceivers? That depends on the nature of its investments 
[more ignorance], on the continuance of the government that 
issues it, and on taxation which may liquidate it.” Now as 
no man is ever obliged to take any money by the law of any 
land, it is quite silly to talk this way; and as it is utterly 
wrong for any government to tax its people at all, of course 
the money should never be liquidated, except in payment of 
debt—the first, last, and only, object of money is to pay 
debts. Let Mr. Edgeworth learn this now, and keep it sep- 
arate where he can find it, and make no more such silly ex- 
pressions as the purchasing powerof money. Again he con- 
tinues: * When the Confederate government first issued 
fiat money [thc Confederate government never issue a dollar 
of fiat money] one of my n^ighbors had recently purchased 
a farm on credit. . By the sale of his supplies then [to 
the Southern armies making a great demand] the first season 
the purchaser paid for his farm with money not at par with 
gold or silver (specie), and which soon became worthless." 

Now I hav before me a fifty and a twenty dollar bill of this 
same money which Mr. Edgeworth calls fiat; on each of them 
isa simple promis that in the possible contingency, in the 
very dim future, two years after the ratification of a treaty 
of peace (and separation) between the Northern states and 
the Southern confederated states, they will pay on demand 
fifty and twenty dollars. Itis not stated on either what is 
the substance or kind of coin which will pzy these promises. 


There is not the least allusion to any fiat on them at all, and . 


our nations] bank bills are as much a fiat as are any of the 
bills of the Confederate states, and Mr. Edgeworth's neighbor 
did not purchase his farm with fiat or any other money, but 
used whatever his creditor would take in payment of debt. 
Mr. Edgeworth says the war debt, whose burden of interest is 
crushing us, is largely held abroad. The war debt has never 
been but a spoonful to the amount of other debts in this 
country, which amount to about fifteen times as much as the 
war debt. My friend says he favors repudiation. Of course 
you might expect just such an impossible and impracticable 
remedy. It agrees with the other inconsistencies. ‘‘ To 


lend,” he says, ‘‘ a people funds for the purpose of injuring” 


a neighbor people is a8 bad as to put weapons in the hands 
of a maniac or of a hired assassin.” Now as no people loaned 
any funds to this government, but only bought the enslaving 
bonds of our enslaving government, my friend seems to be 


mixed again. .But I must hurry along. He says further on: ' 


* Mr. Wood, who shows alaudable animosity against the 
great blood-sucker interest, makes the strange accusation 
against me of * proposing that all go into the banking busi- 
ness and all speculate on each other's necessities, which is 
just as sensible as the idea of co-operation.’ ” 


* Well," says Mr. Edgeworth, “it is difficult to imagin — 


anything more sensible than co-operation;" which shows 
how deeply my friend has studied the question. It is true 
that to a superficial observation co-operation seems very good 
and sensible, especially to those who are inside the ring. So 
does every other enterprise if successful, to those who are in 
it. But all co-operation is in the direction of monopoly, and 
is an injury to all outside in just the ratio of its success. 
There should be no necessity for co-operation for the purpose 
of enriching anyone. There should be no taxation; then 
there would be no debt, and no interest to pay, and real 
money would be created by the right power, the-government 
of the people, and paid out to the people for the expenses of 
government, and when the people were enabled to pay all 
debts with this real money they would be free and liv under 
a government that would protect the freedom of the people. 
When this natural consequence of the right use of the power 
of government should be reached, the ekpenses of the gov. 


ernment would become merely nominal in comparison witL 
what they hav been for twenty years past. l advise our 
friend to think more of facts and seek more earnestly after 
truth, and he will find less need of rhetoric and foreigr 
idioms and language; and no man ever put his intellect to 
better use than to study the how and why all governments 
hav forever enslaved the people. J. H. Woop. 
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operation. Some other time we will talk 
about its work more particularly. 

tt There are about five hundred muscles in 
the human body,” she continued, ‘‘ and all 
gre useful and beautiful. You know we 
talked about the bones, but they wouldn't be 
a penny's worth of good without muscles. 

‘The muscles distributed about the hu- 
man body and all bodies of animals, are 


Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Muss Susan H. Wixom, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night fs beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations _ 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


. fibers, and the fibers are like bits of very fine 
thread, and each fiber is composed of a string 
of little cells. By changing the form and 
making them a little more round, the parts 
to which they are attached are drawn closer 
together, and thi& is muscular contraction 
that we often read about. Understand? See 
how I raise my.arm, bend it, straighten it— 
this is muscular contraction. 

“The muscles are not a bit inthe way, and 
it is next to impossible to tell where one be- 
gins or where it ends. We could not talk 
were it not for the muscles. In fact, we 
should be quite powerless. 

‘ Some of our motions are voluntary, oth- 
ers involuntary; hence some muscles are 
called voluntary, others involuntary. Now, 
the heart acts involuntarily—that is, without 
our will or control; so does the stomach.” 

The children were getting deeply interested, 
and so was Polly, when a terrific shriek from 
Grasshopper Sammy brought'every one upon 
his and her feet. 

** What is the matter now?” inquired Polly. 
No anwer but shriek, shriek, shriek. 

“He caught the bumble-bee," said Molly 
Mulleinleaf. 

“t I guess he was trying to find his mus- 
cles," said Frankie Muttonchops, laughing. 

“No ma'am !? sobbed the boy. “I was 
not doing any such a thing!” 

“ What were you doing?" and Polly 
looked very grave. 

“ I was—was looking at his toe-nails, and 
— and the old fool bit me!” screamed Grass- 
hopper Sammy, wringing his hand. 

"'That will teach you not to examin the 
toe-nails of bumble-bees unless they are under 
the influence of chloroform.” 

They all laughed so—all except Grass- 
hopper Sammy—that the reception had to 
break up for that time. 

Little Thimbleweed said that fine salt would 
take the pain away, and Daisy Dewdrop rec- 
commended plaintain. Sammy Stripedgrass 
ran and got a big plaintain leaf, and Tommy 
Clovertop got the salt, and Pussy Whitefoot 
marched off with the bumble-bee in her 
mouth—dead. - 


The Bravest of Battles. 


The bravest battle that ever was fought, 
Shall I tell you where and when? 

On the maps of the world you'll find it not; 
Twas fought by the mothers of men. 


Nay, not with cannon or battle shot, 
With sword, or nobler pen ; 

Nay. not with eloquent word or thought 
From mouth of wonderful men; 


But deep in a walled-up woman’s heart, 
Of woman that would not yield, 

But bravely, silently bore her part— 
Lo! there is that battle-field, 


No marshaling troop, no bivouac song; 
No banner to gleam and wave; 
But, oh, these battles, they last so long, 
From babyhood to the grave! 
—Joaquin Miller. 
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Help One Another. 


* Help one another,” the snowflake said, 

As they cuddled down in their fleecy bed ; 
* One of us here would not be felt; 

One of here would quickly melt : 

But I'll help you and you help me, 

And then what a big white drift we'll see !” 


© Help one another,” the maple spray 
Baid to its fellow-leaves one day ; 
“ The sun would wither me here alone 
Long enough ero the day is gone; ` 
But I'll help you and you help me. 
And then what a splendid shade there'll be !? 


** Help one another," the dewdrop cried; 
Seeing another drop close to its side; 
, “ This warm south breeze would drive me away, 
And I should be gone ere noon to-day ; 
And I'll help you and you help me, 
And we'll make a brook and run to sea.” 


** Help one another,” a grain of sand 
Said to another grain just at hand; 
“ The wind may carry me over the sea, 
And then, oh, what will become of me? 
But come, my brother, giv me your hand, 
We'll build a mountain and there we'll stand.” 
—Chambers’ Journal. 


8 
Peppercorn Stories. 
ALL ABOUT MUSOLES. 

There were two newcomers at Polly Pep- 
percorn's receptions, as she lately had beguu 
to call her little gatherings. One day she 
was walking out to gather wild flowers, 
daisies, columbine, buttercups, and the like, | 
and she met a boy just gliding along slowly, 
and busily engaged with something that he 
carried in his hand. . 

“ What's that you hav?" inquired Polly— 
“a lady-bug ?” 

** No—grasshopper," said the boy, without 
looking up. 

** What are you doing to it?” 

“ Trying to find his heart,” replied the boy. 

** Well, you just let the grasshopper's vital 
organs alone, and come along with me." 

So the boy dropped the grasshopper and 
followed Polly, who gave him a lecture going 

: along on cruelty to insects. 

She invited him to come to her reception 
that evening, and dubbed him Grasshopper 
Sammy. e 

. ' They were deeply engaged in conversation, 

: when a timid knock on the door, which was 
opened by Harry Coalskuttle, revealed a little 
midget of a creature biting a corner of her 
ragged apron. 

* May I come in and be one of yous ?” she 
asked in a whisper. 

** Certainly,” said Polly. ‘ Harry, admit 
the stranger, and everyone giv her the right 
hand of fellowship. This is Little Thimble- 
weed, I take it.” 

She was given a seat beside Peggy Prim- 
rose and Pussy Whitefoot, who sat watching 
a bumble-bee that had come in unannounced, 
and was buzzing around the room at a great 
rate. e 

* Muscles! does anybody know anything 
about muscles?" and Polly gazed at the up- 
turned faces. 

. All were silent. 

“ Little know-nothings! Johnny Gotobed, 
wipe your nose, and open that basket." 

Johnny did as he was told, and revealed a 
pullock’s heart, at which they all stared 
curiously. . 

‘ There! that’s.a big muscle," said Polly; 
“ biggest one in the body. You've all got 
hearts, not so big as this one, of course, and 
every heart is a muscle. This big muscle 
does & good dealof hard work, and keeps 
the rest of the machinery of your bodies in 


Historie Pets. 

Semiramis, queen of Assyria, had a pet vul- 
ture. i 

Virgil, the poet, was fond of feeding a but- 
terfly. 

Emperor Nero loved a starling as well as a 
fiddle. 

Frederick the great was a great dog-fan- 
cier. : 

Commodus, the Roman emperor, found 
congenial fellowship with an ape. 

Heliogabalus, Roman emperor, conversed 
familiarly with a sparrow. 

Mohammed’s dove is one of the mostfamous 
of pets. l 

The Emperor Dominican occupied his leis- 
,ure in catching flies. 

Cardinal Richelieu amused himself with his 
collection of cats. 

Cowper was at no time so happy as when 
feeding his tame hares. 

Cardinal Mazarin employed his leisure in 
playing with an ape. ; 

Alfieri, the Italian poet, was proud of his 
horses, and took great delight in fondling and 
caressing them. 

Emperor Aùgustus was exceedingly fond of 
a parrot, but still more so of a quail, the loss 
of which made him sad. 

Charles I., of England, was very fond of 
spaniels, and the breed of his dogs is still 
famous in this country. 

Tiberius, Roman emperor, made an inti- 
mate companion of a serpent, which he 
trained to take food out of his hand. 

Henry IIL, of France, was so fond of 
spaniels that he used to carry a litter of them 
in a basket suspended round his neck when 
giving his audiences. 

Louis XI., when ill in Plessis-le-Tours, only 
found pleasure in an exhibition of dancing 
pigs, oddly dressed up, which were trained 
for his special entertainment. 

Honorius, Roman emperor, was so grieved 
at the loss of a favorit hen named Roma that 
he would willingly hav given Rome itself to 
bring it back, but Alaric had taken Rome. 

The Marquis de Montespan amused him- 
elf with mice when occupying the gilded 


formed of bundles, little and big, of fleshy |. 


the Corner. 


apartments of Versailles. 
white, and had been brought to him all the 
way from Siberia. : 

Latude, confined in the Bastile, madè com- 
panions of six-and-twenty rats who inhabited 
his cell. He gave each of them & name, and 
they learned to come to him at his call. He 
fed them, played with them, and they thus 
greatly relieved the ennui of his captivity. 

Pelissen, confined in the Bastile, made a 
friend of spider, which he tamed. The 
jailer, one day, seeing Pelissen take pleasure 
in contemplating the insect, crushed it under 
his foot, and left the prisoner distressed and 
melancholy at the loss of his friend. ' 

eo 
Sam Patch’s Last Leap. 

A correspondent of the Cincinnati Commer- 
cial Gazette, who describes himself as an eye- 
witness of Sam- Patch’s two last jumps, 
writes as follows: ‘‘Sam Patch, the famous 
cataract-jumper, who asserted that ‘some 
things could be done as well as others,’ took 
his ‘ final, eternal, and life's fatal leap,’ as a 
local poet expressed it at the time, on a 


gloomy day in November, in the year 1829. ` 


He had ‘jumped’ the Genesee Falls at Roch- 
ester, their natural hight, one week before, 
and was induced by the gamblers and roughs 
who were grooming and managing and living 
off him to repeat the feat on the fatal occa- 
sion. They erected a sort of scaffold on the 
jutting rock whence he had taken his de- 
parture on the previous occasion, making it 
twenty-five feet above the rock, or one hun- 
dred and twenty feet in all from the scaffold 
floor to the surface of the river at the foot of 
the falls. Ascending to the scaffold with 
some difficulty, considerably inebriated, and 
by a steep ladder, the unfortunate demon- 
strator straightened up with a jerk, bowed 
awkwardly on all sides to the witnessing 
thousands, then pushed off a-pet bear he had 
with him, and instantly leaped forward him- 
self. His person ‘canted over’ on the left 
side and struck the water forcibly, no doubt 
bruising him and forcing the breath from his 
body. Nothing more was seen of him till 
the next March, when his corpse was discov- 
ered among some bushes at the mouth of the 
river, seven miles below, very much muti- 
lated, but recognizable by a handkerchie 

tied around the body." : 

a — 


Correspondence. 


Carrotton, Mo., Oct. 25, 1887. 
Dear Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write a few lines for the Corner. My father 
takes Taz TRUTH SEEKER, and thinks it a 
good paper. I like to read the little letters in 
My sister Bessie and I are about 
the same size. We hav lots of fun, but we 
fuss a little sometimes. Iam twelve years 
old to-day. I remain 
Your little Liberal friend, Susrz Isaaos. 


Cn10480, ILL., Oct. 26, 1887. 
To THE CHILDREN: I hope that you are all 
working for that prize I offered a few weeks 
ago, viz.: first prize, $8; second prize, $2; 
third prize, $1, for the best essay on ‘‘ Why I 
Am a Liberal.” You can hav the money or 
books to the value of the prize awarded you, 
just as you wish. Now I hope you will all 
try and win one of the three prizes. This is 
an easy subject to write upon. Do not fear 
that other writers wil do better, or that you 
are too: young. Simply write a nice, easy 
letter, and tell us why you are & Liberal, 
using one side of the paper only. Miss Wixon 
will correct any little mistake that may occur, 
and will publish all letters received. Com- 

petition open until the 24th of November. 

Now, do your best, and believe me to. be 

Your friend, B. H. ManLETT. 


Morray, Iva., Oct. 27, 1887. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write you another letter and tell you about 
Cour d'Alene. There are lots of rich mines 
here. One of the placer claims at the edge of 
the town took out a nugget that weighed 
33 ounces three weeks ago. There are also 
some very rich quartz mines here, gold and 
silver both. I am going to school now. 
There is & very good school here, and about 
fifty pupils. We hav very good schoo! laws 
in this territory. Children between the ages 
of eight and fourteen are compelled to go to 
school twelve weeks in each year, and sec- 
tion 39 of the school law reads as follows: 
* No books, papers, tracts, or documents of 
a political, sectarian, or denominational char- 
acter shall be used or introduced in any 


| school established under the provisions of 


this act, and any and every political, sec- 
tarian, or denominational doctrin is hereby 
expressly forbidden to be taught therein; 
nor shall any teacher nor any district receive 
any of the public school moneys in which 
the schools hav not been taught in accord- 
ance With the provisions of this act.” 

My letter is long enough for this time. 

Yours truly, THEResa Ervin (aged 11). 


The mice were | 


CanROLTON, Mo., Oct. 26, 1887. 
Drar Miss Wixon: Our family feel ver 
Sorry for you in your trouble. e don't like 
to lose good people as they are very few. 
There seem to be very few here. We are 
passed by, because we do our own thinking: 
and speak honestly. I think I am a good 
girl, and trying to do what is right. Thuy 
a sister 12 years old to-day; we are kind of 
lonesome, only when we are at school. Iam 
14 years old, and I should like to hear from 
some of my good sisters of Freedom. Seeing 
a letter in the Children's Corner from Misg 
Minnie D. Taylor, of Kansas, of my own age 
caused me to write. I used to liv in Carbon. 
dale, Kansas. i 


With due respect to all, Bzss1z Isa os. 
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THE STORY HOUR. 
` A Book for Children and Youth, 


BY MISS SUSAN H. WIXON. 
Over & hundred fine illustrations. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
the Young Folks, : By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a Very large edition, and a 
second has been issued at a reduced, price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very 
much to the value of the volume. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 
. vestigation, Revised Edition, This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions. 
with numerous references and citations, tha 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
of other propositions in the same book. Price 


Ramkis ^ i 
The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. By Susan H, Wixon, Without Super- 
stition. The Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children’s Story-Book everissued. 66full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heavy 
toned paper, broad margins,. illuminated 

covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1. 
A Story of 


Two Little Red Mittens. 
the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office, 


The Youth’s Liberal Guide. By 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M. Price;$1.00. This 
volume aims atthe education of youth in the 

rinoiples of Freethought, at the same time 
hat it inculcates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense. Address THE TRUTH 
SEEKER 


REPLY 
TO REV. L. A. LAMBERT'S 


“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.” 


By B. wW. Lacy. ! 


A thorough exposure of the Catholic priest's 
Historical misstatements. . 
Price, Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 cents. 


LIFE. 
A PROSE POEM, 


By R. Q. INGERSOLL. 
Printed in colors on board, beveled edges. 
Price 50 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE CONFESSIONAL: 
ROMISH AND ANGLICAN. 
An Haposé. 
By SALADIN. Price, 80 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. j : 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 gents 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish thatthe friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 


By Gro. M. Davenront. This is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 82 well-ülled pages, costing only 
“a quarter,” but as full of meat as an egg. It is 
well called : “ practical,” for we find nothing un- 
practical init. Hens, ducks, pease, and turkeys 
are particularly discussed and their economica 
breeding and keeping treated of. There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, it is a very useful addition to 
the poultry literature of the day. 


TRUTH SEEKER Office, 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonnell, 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Oreeds, Day of 
Rest, etc. 600 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, 1.25. 

By 


All in a Lifetime. A Romance. 
Miss Susan H., Wixon. “The great charm of 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
_and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 
poct to find, in such a marked degree, even 
rom so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks.” Price, 
1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Outeast. A deep, finely written 


Radical story. From the London edition. By 
W wood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 
cents. 


Ingersolls Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; sloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, The Gods,” 
* Humboldt," ** Thomas Paine,” '* Individual- 
ity,” and *' Heretics and Heresies.” 


The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: “The Ghosts,” ‘Liberty for Man; 
oman, and Child,” *“ The Declaration of In- 
dependenco,” (About Farming in £ilinois" 
“The Grant Banquet," ‘The Rev. Alexander 
Olark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and * A Tribute to Ebon O. Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25. 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. : 


What Must We Doto Be Saved? Pa- 


per, 25 cents. i 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 


Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah S. Black, and Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 
Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents. $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in: 
large, clear type, and containing ag much as 
ild be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 
Ingersoll Cateehised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 
„Millions of these should be circulated. 
Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
.ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents. 
Ingersoll s Lectures Complete. 
ound in one yolume. To meet the demand 
for Mr. Ingersol!'s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on ‘ Ortho- 
dozy, pound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,800 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly iow 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 
Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s *'"The Vision 
or War,” the “Grant Banquet Toast,” and 
the recent address over ‘Little Harry Mil- 
ler’s Grave,” that they hav been printed on 
heavy toned paper, 18x22, illuminated, border, 
and in large, clear type, suitable for framing, 
and the three will be forwarded to any address, 
for 50 cts, or either one for 15 cts. 
This 


Prose Poems and Selections. 
new book is a gem. It is a model in Heri re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated * Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “ tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes; but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and ay-to-day con- 
yersationsof the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
arpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
20 simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, 4.50; in full Turkey 
roco, gilt, exquisitly fine, 7.50; in full 
„calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. — , 
Life. A Prose Poem. Printed in 
colors on board, beveled gilt edges. 50 cents. 


mo- 
tree 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. | 


boudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


J. K. Remsburg's Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization ; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman’s Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 

„Church and the Republic. : 

Bible Morais. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars of 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Unkindness to Children; Cruelty to Animals ; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance . Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies; $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 
and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view, Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Bab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sunday Arguments ; Origin of Christian Bab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
-abb ath during the Middle Ages: The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 95 cents; six copies, $1.00. 

Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the -sto 
of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the agpersions cast upon 
it. Choive extracts from “Common Sense,” 

“ American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 


of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 


character from more than one hundred noted 
. persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. i RC 
Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 
The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N, E. Free- 
thinkers? Convention, January 29,1884. Price, 
0 cents. 
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RUPTURES CURED 


myMedical Compound and Improyed 
Elastic Supporter Truss in from 30 to 
90 days. Reliable references given. Send 
stamp for circular, and say in what paper 
you saw my advertisement. Address QE 


W, A. Collings, Smithville Jefferson Se, 


in a more attractiv form than any in which they 
hav previously appeared. At the head of an en- 
graving on heavy plate paper, 24x19 inches, are 
the cabinet-sized likenesses of JEFFERSON, 
WASHINGTON, and PAINE, the Fathers of our 
Republic. At the sides are FRANKLIN and 
JOHN. ADAMS, and between these two are 
printed the Nine Demands of the American Secu- 
lar Union in conspicuous type. At the foot are 
LAFAYETTE, 
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A SPLENDID WORK. 
Mr. Charles Eckhard, treasurer of the American 
Secular Union, has published 


THE NINE DEMANDS 


GIRARD, and INGERSOLL, 
making eight likenesses in all. Inscribed be- 
neath each portrait is some radical sentiment 
quoted from the author pictured overit. In the 
space between the portraits and around them are 
arabesques of vines and flowers in profusion, and 
the panel inclosing the Nine Demands is sur- 
mounted on each corner by Mr. Eckhard’s design 
of the flag above the cross. The whole makes an 
exceedingly handsome work for framing. The 
artistic part is equal to the best, and the portraits 
are as true to nature as the photographs from 
which they were transferred. The design will be 
sent postpaid by mail for $1 by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. |X 


A OOMPEND OF THE NATURAL Laws or Is- 
DUSTRIAL PRODUOTION AND 
ExcHANGE. 


By J. K. InGArzs, author of *' Social Wealth." 
Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. ` 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL'S 


Great Centennial Oration 
ON THE 


Declaration of Independence, 


ALSO THE 
Immortal Document, 


And the National.Anthem entitled :' 
“LAND OF LIBERTY.” 


Price, 6 cts; 5 copies, 25 cts; 25 copies, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


ELEMENTS 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY 


HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS AND 
FOR SELF-INSTRUOTION. 


By Prof. H. M. Cottinger, A.M. 


This book is just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of istory from 2,000 
years B.0., on up to 1883, allin a nutshell.—Elmina 
Slenker. : 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place; in the family it would be no 
less iraportant, as conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Wizon. | 

Mr. Cottinger’s intentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable; it may 
be commended as fulfilling its purpose of a con- 
cise and interesting historical text-book.—Milwau- 


kee Sentinel. 
PRICE, OLOTH, $1. 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


$ 
Men of Business Who Did Something Besides 
Making Money. A Book for Young Americans. 


BY JAMES PARTON. 


Price, - =- =- = - $2.25. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKE 
28 Lafayette Place. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 


B. 
New York. 


SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—-in nglish or German 
A new Cheap edition at only 1.50 


SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B. Foote. Five volumes, at $1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of “Science in Story.") 50 cents. 


HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- | 


cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages 
By Dr. Foote. 25 cents. 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam- 
phiets). By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, adyocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Bun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well. By mail, 10 cents each. 
HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). ‘*‘ The Law 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages, cloth 
bound, $2; ** Heredity,” by. Loring, oody, 159 

£08, cloth, 15cents; “The Law of Heredity,” by 
Fer’ Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
HumanTemperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; * Generation before Regen- 
eration,” by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; * Re- 
ports of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
E 10 centas Third Ann Convention of the 
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. 66 ual 
itute of Heredity,May 29, 1883,” 10 cents. 
‘Address . "THER TRUTH SEEKER, 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 


KERSEY GRAVES’S WORKS. |Imgorsoll’s Tributes. 
REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we oan 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi 
nated border, large clear type; suitable for fran- 
ing. The titles are: 


The Vision of War, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 
The price of these heretofore has been 75cts. We 


offer them at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; THE 
THREE FOR FORTY CENTS. Mailed gecure 


from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, - 
28 Lafayette PL. New York. 


. New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by F 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office, Price, 400.; with autograph, 50e. 


ROMANISM, 
DANGER ; AHEAD. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholie 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains, 
Price, 35 cents. i 


The World's Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of all the doctrines, principles, precepts, 
and miracles of the Christian New Testament, 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many ‘of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
history of sixteen oriental crucified l gods, 1.50. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


7. S. BELL'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Conflict between Christianity 
and Civilization. 
PRICE, - - - - + =  1SCENTS. 


lt is a stunner; concise, scholarly, and good. — 
E. Billings. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
PRICE, 15 CENTS. 

Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. 

Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Man.—T. B. Wakeman. 

A beautifulpamphlet.of 36 pages. Itisa very 
&ble paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 

e. : 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTS. 


The number of heads under which you hay 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which each point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
Itake great pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition "to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self-government.— 
J.J. McCabe. 


PRIOR, - =- = =- =- 40 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE STRUGGLE 


FOR 


1 LJ LI 3 LJ a 

Religious and Politica) Liberty. 

In which the author shows the repeated attempts 
of men of every age to acquire greater political 
liberty; also vigorously attacks the very founda- 
tion of the religion of every age; dwelling at 
length upon the wrongs of Ireland, and, in detail- 
ing the account of slavery iu this country; calls 
the attention of thinking meu and women to the 


Vor sale at this office. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


Saints and Sinners. 10 cents. 
The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price,1.25 CONTENTS : 
Section I. Definition of Freethought and itg 
Early Struggles for Life. Section II. What it 
Owes to Mohammedanism.. Section III. Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors. Section IV. 


ought in Conflict during the Sixteenth position of womankind in America. Throughout, 
EEANN and Eighteenth Centuries. Sec-| the work is replete with astounding facts an 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- | weighty arguments which cannot fail.to interest 


the minds of this age. 
By THEO. C. SPENCER. 
Cloth, 12mo., 138pp., price 75 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; Jos, Burgher and 
F. L. Browne, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 
prise,the Oredit Foncier of Sinaloa, and Fenerally 

the practical solution of the problem of Integral 
Qo-operation. Price, $1 a year; 50 cents for six 
months. 325 cents for three months 


- CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


teenth Century. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22 pages in cover. ` Price, 10 cts. 


Christian Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the ‘Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction b Charles. Bradlaneh, . Con- 
tents ; The Origi of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practical Valueof Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 ots. d 
Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 


Watts are published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 


Moral Value of the Bible; Freethought and 

Modern Progresa A Ohristianit ] i ni ture and $ 2 . 
viliz 3 O80 ecu- 

ln Science - and Bible. Antagonistic; 85 Cents Each. 


Ohristian Scheme of Redemption. For allo 
the above works addross THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


Address TEE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


cts. 
Real Blasphemy. 5 cts. ers. 5 
Bible Saints—Nos. 1, 2, and 3. Each 5 cts. 
vs. Darwin, 5 cts. Socrates Buddha; and Jesus. 
Bots. Christianity a Degrading Religion. 5 cts. 
Fictitious Gods. 6 cts. Natural Man. 5 cts, 
The Old Faith and the New. 5cts. Bruno and 
Spinoza. 5 cts. The Bible God and His Favorits. 
5cts. Miracle-Workers. 5cts. Health, Wealth, 
and Happiness. 5cts. The Brain and the Soul. 


5cís. Nature and the Gods. 5cts. Design and 
Natural Selection. 6 cts. Man and the Lower 
Animals. 5 cts. 


Address Watts and Oo., 17 Johnson’s Court, 


E.O., Lon Jon, Eng. 


Bible Temperance: 


LIQUOR DRINKING 


Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
by the Bible, 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


The Trinity, from Gibbon’ History of Christianity. 


History of Christianity 
' A VINDICATION - 


of some passages in the “ History of the Decline and 
Fall of the Roman Empire” by 


EDWARD GIBBON, Esq. 


With a Life of Gibbon, preface and notes by the editor, 


including critical notes by Guizot, Milman, Wenck, 
an “English Churchman,” and other scholars. 
1 vol. 12 mo, 864 pp. Cloth. With 65 engravings. $1.50 

This book shows when, where, and how Christianity 
originated, who were its founders, and what were the 
sentiments, manners, numbers, and condition of the 
primitive Christians. 

“I kuow of no book that contains more real and val- 
uable information upon the origin of Christianity." ~= 
R. G. INGERSOLL. . A 

“ One of the most learned and interesting books ever 
written and published.""—Boston Investigator. r 


FOR SALE AT TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE., 


This ia a companion book to Bemsburg’s ** Bible 
Morals,” 48 pages; price 10 cents. . ] 


THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 
aes 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


para cian ate inu eh ape a a 
DID JESUS CHRIST RISE FROM 
THE DEAD? 


The Evidences for the Resurrection Tried 
and Found Wanting. 


By Saladin. 


5 l1 . 88 CENTS. 
PHIOE, , arem THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
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A Political Parson. 
Austin, Texas, Correspondence of the St. Louis 
. Repubiican. 

There is one thing definitly settled, and that 
is that an overwhelming msjority of the peo- 
ple of Texas are opposed to Prohibition. 
They will hav none of it in any guise; nor 
do they want any of its priests and prophets 
and evangelists for public servants. Perhaps 
no class suffered more in public estimation 
because of the Prohibition campaign than 
the ministers of the gospel. They are held 
responsible for the whole row. Friends of & 
lifetime became enemies, and the estrange- 
ment is charged to the preachers. Brothers 
became estranged and husbands and wives 
quarreled, and the preachers are blamed for 
it. And it must be admitted that there is 
some cause for the detestation in which a 
certain class of preachers are held. The min- 
isters of the Methodist church took a very 
activ part. In nineteen cases out of twenty 
tbey made political platforms out of their 
pulpits, and turned their churches into po- 
litical meeting-places. This kind of thing 
does not go down in Texas. The people do 
not want’ political preachers, and there is 
some probability that the next legislature 
will be asked to take some emphatic action. 
It is on the boards that a sensation may be 
created by the next legislature, if hints thrown’ 
out by some of the Democratic leaders pan 
out. Atthe present time the preachers are 
by law a privileged class. They are exempt 
from jury duty, service on the roads, and 
other ills that the ordinary citizen is heir to. 
~ Itis quietly given out that an effort will 
be made when the next. legislature con- 
venes to remove the preachers’ exemptions, 
and in addition place them under the burden 
of an occupation tax the same as the mem- 
bers of other professions. This will raise a 
howl from the preachers, but the more they 
howl in the present temper of the people, the 
better the people will like it; The preachers 
themselvs are feeling somewhat nervous. 
They feel that they overstepped the bounds of 
wisdom and propriety and tempted public pa- 
tience too much. The real chief of the brigade 
of political preachers is a young Methodist 
minister named George Waverly Briggs. He 
is a nativ of Alebama, and moved to Texas 

- about eight.or nine years ago. He isa very 
brilliant young man, dashing, impetuous, and 
ambitious. He became the pastor of the lead- 
ing Methodist church in Galveston soon after 
his arrival in the state, and immediately be- 
gan to lay wires to capture the editorship of 
the Christian Advocate, the organ of the 
church. The editor of the organ at that time 
was Rev. Dr. John, an old conservativ min- 
ister, plodding and sincere, but not very brill- 
iant either as an orator or preacher. The 
Christian Advocate is owned and published 
by an enterprising firm of job printers. The 
word job might be printed in capital letters, 
The publishers rake in all the revenue from 
the publication, but the four Methodist con- 
ferences of the state hav the appointment of 

: the editor. Dr. John, the old editor, and the 
publishers of the paper did not always get 
on harmoniously. The publishers wanted a 
dashing editor who would make sensations, 
take a hand in politics, and increase the sale 
of the paper. It did not take the publishers 
long to determin that Briggs was the very 
man they wanted. 

So a campaign was inaugurated to make 
the brilliant young preacher editor of the 
church organ. It took five years’ hard work 
and some very questionable campaign meth- 
ods before John was ousted and Briggs 
installed. When Briggs was finally installed 
he took the earliest occasion of proving to 
his publishers that he was the right man 
in the right place. He made a very hot 
paper. He was open for a fight on the slight- 
est provocation. He carried a chip around 
on his shoulders, and invited the editors 
of the state, religious and secular, to knock it 
off. His valor often exceeded his discretion. 
He got into many journalistic rows, in which 
he got badly mauled, and retreated badly 
disfigured. But he was game and kept on 
fighting. It was a question for a long time 
whether Briggs was à candidate for governor 
of Texas or for a bishopric in the Methodist 
church. It was conceded by everybody that 
he had some kind of a bee in his bonnet. If 
the Prohibition fight turned his way he would 
probably aspire for the governorship, but 
now it is likely that he will hav to fall back 
on the bishopric. ‘Well, Briggs started the 
Prohibition fight in good earnest. He whooped 
up the ministers and the brethren, denounced 
the rum power, and set the agitation a-going. 
He came very near overdoing it. Some of 
the old Methodists revolted. They didn't 
care to be driven around by a young carpet- 
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baggerlike Briggs. But modesty and Briggs 
were never intimately acquainted. He kept 
right on laying down the law to old men who 
had grown gray in the ministry. At last the 
agitation reached such a stage ‘that many 
politicians began to waver and make prep- 
arations to flop at the right time. The legis- 
lature submitted the question of Prohibition 
to the people; it was defeated, and now 


Briggs is cussed by the politicians and con-, 


demned by the preachers. If the legislature 
should levy an occupation tax on the preach- 
ers, and subject them to jury service, work 
on the roads, etc., it would be the hight 
of discretion for Briggs to pull out of the 
state without ceremony. He would hav cap- 
tured the chief glory if Prohibition won, and 
now he must stand all the odium of defeat. 
But Briggs is not downcast; he is as cocky 
as ever, and urges that the fight be com- 
menced anew. The preachers, however, hav 
lost their influence in this state. Their en- 
gagement in politics spoiled their usefulness, 
and Briggs, as the apostle of the new idea, is 
the chief sufferer. It is reported that the 
Methodist brethren even will find it expedi- 
ent to procure a new editor for the Christian 
Advocate at the next general conference. 
— eo 


Book Notice. 


Rosa, tuu Enucarixa Moraer. By Prof. 
H. M. Cottinger, A.M., author of ** Method 
of Teaching in High Schools of Switzer- 
land," ** Medieval Plays of Jacob Rueff,” 
“Guide for Sunday-schools of Free Ger- 
man Congregations,". ** Elements of Uni- 
versal History," etc. : 
* Rosa" is a good book, written by a life- 

long teacher in the public schools of the old 

country and America. This work is, very 
likely, the last in a literary way that the 
author will giv to the public, as this dear 
friend of youth and education is now in his 
85th year. The first part of *' Rosa, the 

Educating Mother," treats of biography, and 

contains brief sketches of the mothers of cel- 

ebrated men and women, notably the mothers 
of George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, 

Phebe and Alice Cary, Victor Hugo, Schiller 

&nd Goethe, Napoleon I. and others, includ- 

ing à sketch of the author's mother, and of 

Rosa, the mother of the author's children. 

The second part contains a number of letters 

purporting to be written by Rosa on proper 

education, intellectual culture, and touching 
upon nearly all subjects relating to the physi- 
cal, moral, and mental culture of children, 
various maxims being illustrated ‘by exam- 
ples drawn from the experience of the author 
as well as the best English, French, and 

German writers. 

The book contains many sensible and valu- 
able ideas, much sound philosophy, and offers 
several fine suggestions to all who hav the 
interest of children and youth at heart. It is 
adorned with a portrait of Mary Washington, 
contains 800 pages, is printed on good paper 
and is neatly bound. It is sold at Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER office in New York, also at the In- 
vestigator book store in Boston, and by the 
author at San Jose, Cal. Price, $1.25. Our 
venerable friend has written several excellent 
books in the interest of youth and the cause. 
of true education, all of which hav been duly 
appreciated, and, certainly, this crowning 
effort of his long and useful life should, and 
doubtless will,meet with à warm welcome 
from his many friends on both sides of the 
Atlantic. Susan H. Wixow. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 


The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radicalromance, By Wm. McDonnell 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Oreeds, Day of 
Rest, etc. 500 pages, Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, 1.25. 


All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
Miss Susan H. Wixon. '*The great charm of 
this novel is its absolute fidelity tonature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was Pape d prepared to ex- 
pect to find, in such a marked degreg, eyen 

rom so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 

whose briliant and lucid style ís familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks." Price, 
1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition, By 


Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 
30 cents. 


BIBLE MYTHS 


AND THEIR 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


The objectof the work 1s to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. 

“It is unquestionably true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else so accessible as they are now made 
in the work before us."—N. Y. Sun, 

1vol.8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.50. 


WHO WANTS THEM? 


Pair Diamond Eardrops worth $400 for $280; do. 
$250 for $150; do. $120 for $80; do. $60 for $45; do. 
$40 for $28; 1 Diamond Pin. worth $825, for $220: 
do. $180 ror 3135; do. $150 for #110 ; do. $100 for $65 ; 
do. $65 for $45; do. $38 for $28, 1 Ring or Stud 
worth $185 fur $140; do. $150 for $110; do. $90 for 
$65: do. $65 for $45 ; do. $50 for $35. A full line of 
smaller Diamond Goods same discounts. WILL 
REFUND CASH IN FULL FOR ANY OF THE ABOVE AT 
ANY TIME DURING ONE YEAR IF NOT SATISFATORY, 
Best "Howard? Watch, Elegant Diamond-set 
case, worth $300 for $220; similar $200 for $150; do. 
$150 for $110. Ladies’ Watch, 50 Diamonds, worth 
$210, for $150; do. Diamonds and Rubies, +140 for 
$100; do. $100 for 370. A full line of regular styles, 
equally low. Wedding Rings a specialty. Cab- 
inet Organs worth $150 for $75; do. $100 for $50. 
Music Box, 10 airs, $82. worth $45; do. $28; do. 8 
airs, $18 worth $25. 100 Plush and Leather Albums, 
largest size, 31 to $10, nearly half price. 100 Plush 
Toilet, Jewelry, Manicure, Shaving, and: Chiid's 
nets, $1 to $15, Rame reductions. 
Plated Knives $3 50; Forks $3 50 per dozen. Triple 

lated Tea-epoons $1.70: Tabie-spoons $3 40 per 6. 
Best Spectacle or Eye-Glass $1, Pebbles $3, Gold 
16 and $7 (Send line of finest print you can read 
plainly at 14 inches and I can fit you). [aman 
experi in my line—your home jeweler must hav 30 
to 50 per cent profit—I mu BOXE you honestly and 

iv you the advantage of my lng experience for 
E to 10 per cent. OTTO WETTSTEIN, 
Rochelle, Ill. 


ee 
Very Cheap Pamphlets. 
[n 
We hav on hand a large number of the following 
of COLONEL INGERSOLL’S pamph'ets, which 
will be disposed of at cost, as fol ows: 
` Ingersoll Cutechised: 
His Answers to a Number of Vital Questions Pro- 
pounded by the Editor of the “San Franciscan ;? 
singly, 3 cents; per dozen, 30 cents; per hundred, 


mm ORTHODOXY. 


A lecture, fifty-four closely printed large 12mo 
pages, 10 cents; fifteen, $1; and $6 per hundred, 


Civil Rights Speech. 


Including the address of Frederick Douglas, fifty- 
three-large octavo pages, singly, 10 cents; fifteen 
for $1; aad $6 per hundred. 
Fhe Truth of Mistery. 

This is & comment by Colonel Ingersoll upen 
the religious lies that hav been told about him- 
self, and first made its appearance in these col- 
umns, Price 3 cents; 30cents per dozen; $2 per 
hundred. ` 


BIBLE IDOLATRY. 
A letter Colonel Ingersoll wrote to the editor of 
the London “Secular Review." Price 3 cents ; 30 
cents per doz., or $2 per hundred. 
INGERSOLL ON McGLYNN. 

Being the comments and opinions of Mr. Inger- 
soli upon the fight in the Catholic church between 
the late pastor of St. Stephen's and his employer, 
the pope. Price 8 cents; 30 cents per doz., or $2 
per hundred. f 

We suggest that these be purchased in quanti- 
ties, and given away to Christians, and it is with 
that not unreasonable expectation that the prices 
hav been placed so low. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28. Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


S. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of.the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Oriticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts, 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts, 
“ A prose epic of the war, rich with incident 
and dramatic power; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day,”—Jonn 
Swinton's Paper, 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 


in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 


fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 


shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 
Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 


with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Dr. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand? and 
othe: 


r Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 


Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 
version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 


ents. 
For all of the above address 
: THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Our Flag Above the Cross. 


This device is for 
paper and envel- 
opes for Secular 
Unions and others, 


PRICES: 
Half-note, bPkink, 
per quire, . .18 
Envelopes, black 
ink, per pack, .18 
Paper or envelopes 
with local ad- 
dress, 1,000, $6.00 
Half-note, 4 colors, 


| per quire, . .25 
Envelopes,4 colors, 
per pack, . .25 


Paper or envelopes 
4 colors, with lo- 
cal address, per 
1,000, . . $10.00 

Address 


The Truth Seeker, 


COPYRIGHTED, 


Any profit from sales will be devoted to the free 
distribution of Liberal literature. 7 j 


NOVEMBER 12, 1887. 


Best Trple: 


L. K. Washburn's Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A law 


regulating human conduct on the Sabbath is 
an impertivence.” Price, 10 cents, 


The False Teaching of the Chris. 
tian Church. “The Thirty-nine 


Articles of the Christian church are thirty. 
nine poor, broken-down opinions.” 10 cents, 


The Foolishness of Prayer. - “Think: 


of a minister’s praying God to kill grasshop- 
pers, or trying to induce the Deity to under. 
take a crusade of one against the Colorado 
beetle!” Price, 10 cents, — : 


Spiritualism: Is Ita Faith or a Fact? 


Price, 5 cents. 


Do You Love Jesus? Price, 5 cents. 


Ameriea's Debt to Thomas Paine. 
Price, 5 cents. 


Is Liberalism Moral? Price, 5 cents. 
A Holy Superstition. Price, 5 cents. 
The Workingman’s Religion. 5 cts. 
Temperance and the Bible. 5 cents, 


Free Religion ; or, the Religious De- 
mand of To-day. Price,6 cents, 


The Brute God of the Old Testament. 


Price, 5 cents. 
The Resurrection of Jesus Not 
" Proved. Price, 5 cents. 
The Public Schoo's and the Catholic 
Chureh. Price, 5 cents. 


| Mottoes for Freethinkers. 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale, These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the ‘* God-bless-our- 
home” placards which disfigure the walls of go 
many houses, They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 221-2. The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an iluminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 
readings: 


FEN er*esetenscssshoscathusshenentsssutovetuetuesevee 


THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTROL 
THE WORLD, : 


* 
ry 
. 
H 
. 


eee Orne een eee essatutteshootart 


Peer e eve er Crees etree errrrerr rrr tenute m 


THE SCHOOL-HOUSE IS MY OATHEDRAL. ` 


Memmonsotosósasetessectessto suat 


. 
trsatetuostto so aei | 


set*eosueciecsóssserhecenssuec sessososruto sensore ne 
H 


UNIVERSAL MENTAL LIBERTY, : 


* 
« 
. 
* 
H 
. 
DIM 
ry 
. 
, 
H 
. 


eaceetetóncosnaseosecsoettcoo ooa DTP sestoncno an 


EEETTYTXETTTT] EIL e*uccsshoooeteenuecesoosessonsóon 


d THE TIME TO BE HAPPY IS NOW. : 
+ AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE, : 


IIT ennhsanconenssoant 


: NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
: TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


. 
. 
Feesunansenuuseenosuuesuenesessssahueseses etssantena? 
. 
. 
. 


THE WORLD I8 MY COUNTRY; 
: TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION, 


The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents, 

For Freethought societies there is a large card 
22 x 15 inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading; containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
aliam. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
ihe lecture-rooms of Liberal societies, Price,30 
cents. Anyof these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. ` 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Pame Vindicated 


—0— 

A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Observer’s slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 
both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Bee : 
The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 


Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every” 
where in vindication. 


TP TOGETHER WITH 
A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 
A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
_ bed of Thomas Paine. 
BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could bav written the alleged account. 
%8pp. Price 15 cents. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


SEND POSTAL to Leftwich Bros. and Curtis, 
Florence; Ala., for description of cheap land in. 
the Sunny South. : 1y45 


TRAVELS iN FAITH. 


From Tradition to Reason. 
: BY ROBERT 0. ADAMS. 
Oloth, 1.25. For Bale at this Office. 


Address 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, NOVEMBER 12, 1887. 


"7235 


Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


CALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
CANADA. — NE 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
l COLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe.st., Denver. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. - : 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 802 State street, and Brentano 
Bros., Chicago. . . 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. ; 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
ü KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 


MAINE. . 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office,. Smyrna 
. Mills). - 


MASSACHUSETTS, 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
: 3 MIOHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Chas. Sach, 1388. Division St., Grand Rapids. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MIBSOURI. 
Phillip Roeder, 32% Olive st., St. Louis. 
E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 
Lang & Co., 709 Olive st., St. Louis. 


NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NÉW YOBK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
H. Adler, cor. Essex & Grand sts., New York. 
OHIO. 

N. Hexter, 308 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. 

B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 8,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
. TENNESSEE.: 
Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 

> "TEXAS. : 
L.. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 

: UTAH. © 
James Ashman, Salt Lake ay: 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 

Henry Booth, Stockton. 


; ENGLAND. ' 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson’s Court, Fleet street, 
London. : 


Robt. G. Ingersoll’s 
OPENING SPEECH LO" THE JURY 


in the suit of the 
Bankers’ and Merchants’ 
graph Company 
against the i 
Western Union Telegraph Company 


- Bo many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that THE TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


YRY-SQUARE, 


The Church of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found & 
church without superstition, and its success, 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 

‘hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind, 


For sale at this office, 


Tele- 


Price, $1.00. 


Fathers of Our Republic, 


Paine, Jefferson, Washington, 
: Franklin. 


A LECTURE delivered before the Tenth Annual 
Congress of the American Secular Union, 
in Chickering Hall, New York 
November 13, 1886. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
Price 15 cents. ; 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


IS THE COD OF ISRAEL 
THE TRUE GOD? ` 


The Narrativ of the Five Books of Moses, 
. Joshua, and Judges, and the 
New Testament. 


By Israel h W. Groh. 


Price 25 cents. Address -. f 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


Unrivaled in Tone, 


No 


FACTORY & WAREROOMS, , 


AND SQUARE. 
Touch and Workmanship. - 


e^ 
oe 


| e 
Cor.87th st VO Third PV New York. 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. 


“For Sledge- 
hammer Logic unsurpassed.”  8vo., 833DD.5 
silk cloth, $3. 


Deity Analyzed and the Devil’s De- 
fense. A thorough analysis of the 
claims for the existence of the Bible deity, and 
an examiuation in verse of the charges gener- 


ally brought against his Satanic majesty. 
12mo, 466pp., $1.50. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 


goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. 


Infidel Death Beds. 
By G. W. FOOTE. 


Price, - - 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


HOW TO STRENCTHEN 
THE MEMORY; 


OR, . 


Natural and Seientifie Methods o 


Never Forgetting. 
By M. L. HOLBROOE, M.D. 
12mo,160 pp. - "P 


Address 


$1.00 


THE TRUTH SEEKER ÇO., 
-28 Latayette Pl., New York. 
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Calendar for 1887, - - 
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Freethought Abroad, - 


Putnam, - - - 


The Parson. A Story. By Si Slokum, 
— 


NEW YORE: 


than 30,000 copies hav been sold. 


Truth Seeker Annua 


— AND — 


Sreethinkers’ Almanac, 
1887. 


(E. M. 


+ WITH + ILLGSTRATIONS. + 


CONTENTS. 


Freethought in the United States, 1886, - 
Liberty. Address by Grover Cleveland, 
The Coming Dawn. By D. Louis Bodge, 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Eract Ratios in Its 
Acguirement and Apportionment. 


. By J. K. INGALLS. 
Price, Cloth, - - . $1 00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28Lafayette Place, New York. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER 
DEATH IMPROBABLE. 
By L. R. SMITH. 
Pamphlet, 82pp., 12mo, - Price, 10 cents. 


Published and for sale by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 


Price 10 cents. 
Address Tug TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous; itis now known to be the work of W. 
H. Bur, one of our ablest correspondents, More 
Price, 15 cenis. 
For sale at this office. 


287.) 


Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the 
States and Territories of the United States, 


The Right to Testify. By F. M. Holland, - 
The American Secular Union. By Samuel P. 


PRICE, 25 CENTS. 


| PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 25. 


meots every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker-publications always on hand at cheap rate 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Ear 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wm. HENRY 
Burs. Price, 2% cents. For sale at this office. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of ail. Anti-Biblt- 
: cal Works, : 
` By THOMAS PAINE, 


“The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, ee Six copies for 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Grea 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more suck 
flaming arguments . . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa 
ration.” 

Price, 35 cents. 


For either of these works or any of Paine’ 
writings, Address THE RUTH SEEKER, 


VOLT AIRES ROMANCES, 


CONTENTS : 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.— Zadig 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princes, 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowus. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Maine —Micromegas,— 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the White 
—Memnom the Philosopher. Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleagure.—Àn Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pa es, laid paper. With 67 
engravings. Price, cloth, beveled boards, $1.50; pa- 
per covers, $1. Half calf or half morocco, marbled 
edges, $4.00. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE DAWNING, 


A NOVEL. 


* Oh, heaven! Apollo is once more amon 
herdsmen of Admetus, and the herdsmen k « 
not it is the Sun-god I” 


An octavo volume of nearly 400 pages, bound 
cloth. Price, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Co. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


i THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
i CIVILIZATION. 


From the German of MAX NOBDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION. 
Price, 50 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


WORKS OF 0. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 
Christianity a Reward for Crime. 

Authenticated by the Bible. 
' Paper, 12mo, 29 pages, i E = 


100. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 
Paper, 12mo, 47 pages, . - 4 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper; 12mo, 95 pages, 250. 


A Masonic Vindication of Right. 
A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 86 pages, =- =- = = 

Addrese THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America. 
BY A CAPITALIST. 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime, It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remedy, the author thinks. is in communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North Amenca, as it will be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. 


Paper,50c; cloth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


oR, - 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 
BY 
H. J. SEIGNEURET, 
Secularist. 
Price, - 0t se 


HISTORY 


F THE 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 

By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D : 


Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $8. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
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Hews of the Week. |THE [ R D 


IN Tuesday’s elections the Democrats car- 


EROF CREATION. 


Discussion Between 
Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, 
Linten, Reville, 


ried New York city, electing Fellows district- ! On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 


attorney; and the state, electing Cook secre- 
In this-city Henry George polled about ; 


tary. 
37,000 votes, 80,000 less than last year. The 
Prohibition and Progressiv Labor votes were 
very small. ; 

Joun L. SULLIVAN and 

. Jay Gould hav landed in 

England. 4 

THIRD AVENUE in this 
city is to hav a cable road 
to replace the horse cars. 

Mz. O'BurmN, the ed- 
itor of United Ireland, 
has been finally placed in 
jail to serve his sentence i 
of three months for the 
crime of talking to the 


wv Se yw 
te 


A i 
4 


am j jl iis 


Irishmen. | Ae a lie 

Tue Methodist Book was too, , 
Concern has bought the y caretes See, E 
property at 152 Fifth B. ps pareve iy fourzz ve The 
avenue for $439,000. Holy Bible \ 
Peddling superstition lin re 


seems to pay. 


A DEPUTATION from 
Great Britain who de- 
sire to secure a treaty 
between that country 
and this which shall pro- 
vide for the amicable set- 
tlement of all disputes, 
called on the president 
lust week. 

Mayor Hewirr has 
asked the federal gov- 
ernment to ask the Ital- 
ian government to take 
ateps to prevent any 


“IM, Postscript to Solar Myths. 


This poor mar is dead ! 
God Killed Aim because 


Gen. xxxvi. 


OONTENTS: 
I, Dawn of Creation and of Worship. By Hon. 
. E. Gladstone. PRO! ; 
i II. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 
preters of Nature. By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 
By Prof. Max 
uller. 2 : 


IV. m to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial 
ud PT Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 

stone. By Albert Reville, D. 
VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. 


This is a new book and contains the latest discus- 
sion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of the 
participants are a guarantee of its able character. 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
28 Lafayette Pl.New York. 


By Prof, T. H. 
Huxley. = 

VII. A Protest anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
ton 


| Gims of Lhonght. 


Y. Dawn of Creation, An Answer to Mr. Glad- 


As our religious beliefs fade away we become 
civilized, and should Christianity recede as fast 
in the coming twenty-five years as ib- has in the 
quarter-century just past, the earth will stand a 
fair chance of becoming a habitable place.—D, M. 
Bennett, ` 


Tye fact that errata should frequently giv a 
book very great value is as curious as it is true, 
Pope Sextus’s Bible owes its 
high price to its 1,600 errata, 


A wealthy man, possessed 
of humor, might well giy 


Du = = - 
N 


rai 


more people from chol- 
era-infected districts 
coming to this city. 


SEVERAL women in 
Auburn, N. Y., are on 
the registry as voters, having taken the oath 
required by law of challenged persons. 


Dr. MoGtywn thinks he will soon berein- 
stated in priestly orders. The archbishop is 
not of the same opinion. 

SEORETARY OF THE Navy Wartner is in a 
fair way to recover his health, impaired by 
too close application to his duties. 


Tax recent strike of the printers left 250 
men out of work in this city. Those who are 
at work will assess themselvs 5 per cent on 
all their wages to support the 250 until they 
can get situations. . 

A OOAL-LADEN schooner ran down the 
United States sloop-of-war Portsmouth, carry- 
ing away her main and mizzen. topmasts, 
„three boats, and port bulwark. The govern- 
ment vessel had the right of way, and the 
schooner must pay damages. 


Tae Metropolitan Transit Co. is after 
Broadway on which to build an elevated 
railroad. Judge Donohue has granted the 
application of the company for the appoint- 
ment of commissioners to ascertain and de- 
clare what compensation should be paid the 
city for the franchise. 

Tae United States troops and the Crow 
Indians hav had a fight, to the disadvantage 
of the Indians. The cause of the fight was 
the firing into the agency building, Fort 
Custer, Montana, by seven Indians, and the 
refusal of the Crow tribe to surrender the 
culprits. Several Indians and one soldier 
were killed in the skirmish. 


Tux election campaign during the past 
week has been one of slander and buncombe. 
No principles whatever were involved be- 
tween the two old parties, the fight being a 
personal one between politicians of opposit 
parties, with a few editors taking a hand in 
‘that they might hav officials of use to them- 
selvs. Henry George had ideas, and the Pro- 
gressiv Labor party also; but ideas stand no 
chance in New York's political cesspool. 


THE police searched the cells of the Chicago 
Anarchists last Sunday, and report four 
bombs ‘‘of the gas-pipe variety " found in 
Lingg's cel. It is thought the police put 
them in the room and then found them in 
order to stop the public sentiment in favor 
of commutation of the condemned men's 
sentences. 'The press of Chicago and the 
people are now in favor of clemency, and 
Governor Oglesby is inundated with letters 
.and petitions urging him to commute the 
punishment to imprisonment. What effect 
these hav had is not known as we go to press. 


A BIBLICAL EPISODE. 


Subject for Sunday-school Discussion.—Gen. xxxviii. 


Odds and Ends, 


Saran BzxNHARDT has written a play that she 
calls “The Pin." She doesn’t believe that any of 
the critics will dare to ** sit down on it.” 


HELEN: “Mamma, what is a casus belli?” 
Mother : “* My child, never speak of anything so 
indelicate. It is the Latin for stomach-ache.” 


A roy balloon sent up from a town in Kentucky 
a month ago was found the other day in a field in 
Connecticut, where it bad just alighted, and the 
farmer’s wife at once decided that providence had 
sent her a new bustle. 


A PITTSBURGH judge has decided that selling 
soda water on Sunday is illegal.’ This decision is! 
calculated to raise a side-door issuein Pittsburgh. 


| Inability to procure a glass of soda water on Bun- 


day may drive some persons to rum. 


Mr. HaxskED (to wife who is returned from 
church) : ** What was the sermon about?" Mrs. 
Hayseed: '*'Suthin' about Joseph goin’ daun to 
Egypt to buy corn.” Mr, Hayseed: “Did the 
dominie say what corn’s wu'th down there 2” 


Presipine elder (to Dakota merchant): “ Can 
you tell me where Rev. Mr. Masher livs?” “He 
livs two blocks up this street, but he ain’t at home 
now.” “Not at home?” ‘No, he’s away on a va- 
cation.” “Did he take his wife?” ‘No, he took 
mine,” 


NATURAL history note.—The Graham boys re- 
port a huge swallowing. They say two king 
snakes undertook to swallow a ground rattle. 
One commenced at his head and the other at his 
tail. They swallowed until they met, and then 
swallowed each other.—Jesup (Ga.) Sentinel, 


SowE woman-hating editor expressed the opin- 
ion recently that women are never so successful 
as men in their callings; whereupon a Pueblo 
paper, with true Western gallantry, came to the 
rescue of the fair sex with a bold denial of the as- 
sertion, and instanced one lady in the neighbor- 
hood whose voice could be heard a mile. 


A WRITER deserves the respectful sympathy of 
all gentlemen who giv out their washing. He 
says: “It is awful annoying to hav some other 
fellow's clothes left in one's room by the washer- 
woman. Saturday we put on another fellow's 
shirt, but couldn't wear it, Although it was ruf- 
fled around the bottom, the sleeves were too 
short to button cuffs on, and there was no place 
for a collar.” 


A COLORED Agnostic.—Aunt Susan: “I wants 
yer ter talk to dis chile, Parson Baxter.” Parson 
Whangdoodle Baxter : ** What’s de matter wid de 
chile?" Aunt Susan: “I’se afeard he am gwinter 
bean acrostic. He says he don't bleeve hit tuck 
Jonah free days ter swaller de whale." Parson 
Baxter: '*I'se afeard I ain't equal ter dis emer- 
gency, Aunt Susan. Dis heah am a case for Sam 
Jones.” ` 


A GERMANTOWN patron of tbe line tells a fair 
one about his little boy. They hav long desired 
sending him to Sunday-school, but postponed the 
event until they thought he was large enough to 
understand the teachings there. When they 
finally sent the little shaver, the teacher asked, 
“Winnie, do you know who the dear savior is ?" 


“No, ma’am; we’ve just moved to Germantown 
an’ we hain’t got very well acquainted yet,” was 
the startling reply. 


His nerves were weak—a clergyman, sad, 
Whom every sound would annoy; 

He came for rest, but it drove him mad— 
The shrieks of the whistling buoy. 


** The mountain air is better for me; 
I must flee this dizzy whirl"— 
He is settled now, away from the sea, 
But he married a whistling girl. 


Tue church was all crowded by women 80 gay, 
A-watching a pair being married; 

** Who giveth this beautiful damsel away ?” 
The preacher exclaimed as he tarried. 


By the door sat a youth interested to hear, 
But looking pale, sober, and wilted ; 

No wonder. He’d courted that damsel a year 
By the stove and, alas! had been jilted. 


* Who givs her away?” Ah, his heaven was sweet 
Before his fair visions were routed. 

“ Who givs her away?" Up he jumped on the seat, 
* I can—if I want to,” he shouted. . 


AFTER all, there is nothing more admirable in a 
public man than the courage of his religious con- 
victions and practices. There was an excellent 
alderman from East Boston, for instance—now, 
unfortunately, an alderman no more—who re- 
marked once, in the presence of some of his 
fellow-members of the city government, “Every 
night I get down on my knees and say my little 
prayer, and I don't care a who sees me,” 


You may notch it on de palin’s, 
You may mark it on de wall, 

Dat de higher up a toad frog jumps, 
De harder will he fall. 


And de crow dat fly de swiftes? 
,Àm de soones’ in de corn, 
. And de fly dat am de meanes’ 
Gets up earlies’ in de morn. 


De brook dat am de shallo’es’ 
Chatters mos’ upon de way; 
And de folks dat am de sillies’ 

Are de ones hab mos’ ter say. 


And de rooster dat am younges’ 
Am de one dat crow de mos’, 

And de man who am de coward 
Always makes de bigges’ boas’, 


And he am not de greates’ man 
Who totes de bigges’ muscle, 
Nor am she de fines’ gal 
Who war de bigges’ bustle. . 


You kinnot jedge de kin’ ob man 
By de manner ob his walkin’, 
And dey are not de smartes’ folks 

Who are de loudes’ talkin’. 


CORRESPONDENCE WANTED 


With refined and affectionate young lady of Free- 
thought views—within’ 200 miles of Buffalo pre- 
ferred—by a Liberal whose present friends are 
Christians. Box 658, St. Catharines, Ont., Can. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT. 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist, 
12x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent 
for 25 cents. 


ostpaid 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


some guineas for an “infal- 
lible” work with 1,600 mig- 
takes, and which, moreover, . 
contains a delicious preface 
excommunicating all who 
should henceforth alter the 
text, Of similar high value 
is alittle work called, ‘‘ The 
Anatomy of the Mass," in 
which there are 172 pages 
of matter and 15 pages of 
errata. The pious writer, in 
apologizing for this, states 
that Satan in person inter- 
ested himself in balking his 
devout aim.—st. James Mag- . 
azine, 

Gop, though always pres- 
ent everywhere, came down 
specially, we are told, in 
some concentrated form on 
the top of Mount Sinai, and 
the existence of Mount Ri- 
nai, occupying so much 
space between the horns of 
the Red Sea, is still affected 
asif it could testify to the 
fact, and, without mouth or 
tongue, spoke the Ten Com- 
mandments audibly 
through Moses to the awe- 
stricken Israelites, He 
then added three chapters 
of other moral and immoral 
laws and six chapters on 
the elaborate upholstery 
and fittings and ceremo- 
nies, for a large tent, with 
colored curtains, and with 
candlesticks, tongs, snuuff- 
dishes, fire-pans, shovels, 
etc., all fully described by 
divine wisdom.—Tne Ten 
Commandments, by W. P. 
Ball, [NoTE.—Let no one 
too readily imagin that Mr. 
Ball has shot off. & poisoned arrow when he uses 
the epithet ** immoral” as applied to many of tbe 
laws and precepts announced in the three chap- 
ters referred to. The chapters still hold & place 
in our Bibles, and no possible **revision ” will con- 
ceal and still wash away the offense, Some apol- 
ogy may be made for them as the work of ignorant 
barbarians, but to attribute them to the “ judge 
of all the earth” is outrageously vile, —Hylax.] 


Noruine is surer than that by seeking the fulfil- 
ment of his own desires à man contributes largely 
to the stock of general well-being, Indeed, it has 
been argued, and I think successfully, that men’s 
largest contribution to the general good is not 
through their direct efforts to this end, but 
through the legitimate fulfilment of their own de- 
sires. But so, too, on the other hand, much of a 
man's best happiness comes through his endeav- 
ors to make others happy, and promote the gen- 
eral welfare. That is the true life in which the 
two motions—the centripetal and the centrifugal— 
balance and assist each other; in which, seeking 
the body's good according to the body's law, the . 
mind's good according to the mind's law, and the 
good of the affections according to their law, ever 

-on our guard lest ourown gain be others’ loss, 
our joy their pain, we at the same time endeavor 
earnestly and prudently to help others to fulfil the 

law of their being.—Chadwick’s Conduct of Life. 


VIRTUE consists in a uniform and settled affec- 
tion of mind, making those persons praiseworthy 
who are possessed of her; she herself also, inde- 
pendent of anything else, without regard to any 
advantage, must be praiseworthy; for from her 
proceed good inclinations, opinions, actions, and 
the whole of right reason; though virtue may be 
defined to be right reason itself, Cicero's Tusculan 
Disputations, i 


INSTEAD of stretching the severity of justice by 
an inference, we may rather venture to stretch 
the mercy of God, since that is the attribute 
which, of all other attributes, is the most magnifi- 
cently spoken of in the scriptures; so that we 
ought to think of it in the largest and most com- 
prehensivmanner. God is pleased often to appeal 
to men for the justice of his ways: and, there- 
fore, no such doctrin [a8 that of eternal damna- 
tion] ought to be admitted that carries in it an 
idea of cruelty beyond what the blackest tyrants 
hav ever invented.—Bishop Burnett's XXXIX. Ar- 
ticles, : 

LOVE'S ERRAND. 
Swift through the ocean of silence go, 
Sprite unseen ! 
Dive to the echoless realms below; 
Kindle the depths with a radiance keen. 
Then, like an arrowy pulse of fire, 
Throb to the quivering stars and higher 
Into the vault serene! 


Glide through the mystical orb of sleep; 
" Pause to see, 

Born of the amorous twilight deep, 

Dreams, from their chrysalis slumber free, 

Thronging the shadowy close of day 

Wed with the loveliest, steal away, 

Bpeeding again to me! 
—John B. Tabb, 

Nor to be born is much the best, but having 


Í seen the light, the next bèst is to go as soon as may 
be whence one came.—Sophocles (495 B.C.). 
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AF FROM HISTORY.—THE ROGER WILLIAMS INCIDENT. 


. (See page 741) 


diofes and ligine. 


Tre provincial cabinet of ministers at Que- 
bec contemplate making the pope a valuable 
present on the occasion of his approaching 
jubilee, and will send an ecclesiastic to Rome 
with it. 

A Dansory man lost his dog. After he 
had given up all hope of finding the animal it 
came home wearing a collar marked: '* Who- 
ever finds this dog will return him to the 
Rev. Mr. Blank." 


Tan American Board of Missions has de- 
cided that the heathen who has never heard of 
hel will go there. As he has never heard of 


heaven, why shouldn't he go there occasion- 


ally, too ?—JVorristown Herald. 


Tas New York Sun inquires: ** What do 
Protestant Episcopalians think of the state- 
ment, by the Rev. Dr. Norton, that the aver- 
age yearly contributions to the cause of mis- 
sions by converted heathens is $1.50, and the 

_average contribution of Episcopalians in the 
United States 74 cents ?” 


Tar Thanksgiving proclamation of Gov- 
ernor Lounsbury, of Connecticut, is one of 
the most remarkable productions of its kind 
onrecord. It opens as follows: ‘There is 
now no special reason for thanks more than 
that which has marked the years that are 
gone; but of all of heaven’s gifts to men life’s 
common blessings are always the sweetest 
and the best, and so, in accordance with a 
custom that is hallowed by all the ties that 
bind us to the past, and which reaches on to 
the future in universal expectation, I hereby 
appoint,” etc. It seems too bad that Gov- 


ernor Lounsbury will not accept a renomina. 
tion.— World. 


“ Lrrrre boy,” said a country minister, who 
was on his way to church, “what do you 
suppose your father would say if he should 
find you here fishing on the Sabbath day?” 
“Hed ask me wot luck I was havin’,” re- 
plied the boy. , 


A Hartrorp youngster goes to church 
where the concluding Amen of the parson's 
prayer is sung by the choir. The other 
night, after he had said his prayers, he pro- 
duced a harmonica from beneath his pillow 
and astonished his mother by blowing a blast 
where the Amen came in, remarking, “That’s 
the way we do in church.” 


HousEk Owner: ‘‘ How many children hav 
you, madam?’ House hunter: ‘ Five.” 
House owner: “ That alters the case. . I can't 
let you hav the house.” House hunter: 
** You are more particular and exclusiv than 
the kingdom of heaven." House owner: 
“ Possibly, madam, possibly. This house 
fronts on Prairie avenue, Good-morning.” 


A RESIDENT of one of the Prohibition coun- 
ties of Georgia sent to Atlanta for a jug of 
whisky, to be delivered C. O. D. The firm 
replied that the money must accompany all 
orders for whisky from “dry” counties, as 
debts of that character could not be collected. 
'The return mail brought the money and this: 

Since man to man is so unjust, 

. "Tis hard to tell what man to trust. 

Bx ihe improved method of welding by 
electricity, & broken bar of metal can be 
easily reunited, or bars of different metals 
welded together, and those metals which pre- 
viously resisted welding most strenuously are 


now joined with ease, while those previously 
easily welded remain the same by the new 
process. 

Tans is from the Sun. Minister's wife: ‘I 
think these church dissensions are awful, my 
dear, and so unnecessary." Minister : ** They 
are not pleasant, but Deacon Jones has gone 
toofar. If my influence, as pastor, isn't great 
enough to bring about his expulsion, I shall 
resign.” Wife: ''I would, indeed. What 
is your text for to-day ?™ Minister: ***Who- 
sover shall smite thee on thy right cheek turn 
to him the other also." 

A FEW years ago, à pious church- member 
in the western part of this state arose in an 
experience meeting and gave a review of his 
life. When he came to the declaration, ‘‘ I 
thank God that I owe no man anything," a 
quiet man in & remote corner jumped up and 
said: “I hav a little account against you, 
brother, that you must hav forgotten." 
** Ah, Brother C.," said the speaker, unctu- 
ously, ‘‘ that debt was outlawed a good while 
ago.”—Kingston Freeman. 

Srzaxina of anthems (says & writer in the 
Nautical Gazette) reminds me of the story of 
two old British sailors who were talking over 
their shore experience. One had been to & 
cathedral and had heard some very fine music, 
and was descanting particularly upon an an- 
them which gave him much pleasure. llis 
shipmate listened fora while and then said. 
“Isay, Bill, whats a hanthem ?™ ‘ What," 
replied Bill, ** do you mean to say you don't 
know what a hanthem is?” “Not me." 
** Well, then, ll tell yer. If I was to tell yer 
*"Ere Bill, giv me that 'andspike, that 
wouldn't be a hanthem ; but was I to say, 


* Bill, Bill, Dill, giv, giv, giv me, giv me that, 


‘box and up popped Bill. 


Bill, giv me, giv me that hand, giv me that 
hand, handspike, spike, spike. Bill, giv, giv 
me that, that, hand, handspike, band, hand- 
spike, spike, spike, spike, ah-men, ah-men. 
Billgivmethathandspike, spike, ah-men l’ 
Why, that would be a hanthem.” 


Sam SMALL, the evangelist, spoke to a large 
audience in Cooper Union on the 13th, hig 
subject being Prohibition. Defining the ob- 
ject of the Prohibition party, he said: ‘‘ What 
we mean to do is to marshal our forces, and 
carry on the conflict until we shall put this 
country where it belongs—under the protec- 
tion of God, making love of God the law of 
the state.” 


Raps Beaumont in his address on Labor 
Day told the following rather good one: '' In 
the New England town where I was raised 
there was a man named Bill Jones. Bill was 
very much of a sot, and when he got so full 
he couldn't navigate he made a bed just 
where he was. One night Bill laid his fever- 
ish head in the gutter. Three young wags 
of the town out for & lark happened along 
and determined to hav some fun. Now, one 
of these chaps was a clerk in an undertaker's 
establishment, so Bill was taken into the 
shop and placed in a pine box. He was then 
carted off to the graveyard and the box 
placed amid the tombs in the silent city of 
the dead. The jokers secreted themselvs in 
an obscure but overlooking spot and awaited 
developments. Just as tne gray dawn of 
morning burst forth, off went the lid of the 
Looking around at 
the tombs for a moment, he straightened up 
and said: ‘ Well, here we are on the morning 
of the resurrection, and Bill Jones is the first 


man on deck, by —— P ” 
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The Trial of Mrs. Slenker. 
EXAMINATION OF BARCLAY CONTINUED. 


A second paper from the letter was handed witness, 
and read by him. This was headed by a preposition 
followed by various extracts with references relat- 
ing to it. 

The third paper defended the nomenclature used 
in the correspondence, and traced its derivation. ` 

After the reading of two other disconnected 
leaflets, the district attorney proposed to read no 
more. 

Mr. CmawsERLAIN: We hav endeavored from the 
outset to keep this matter out. It is now in, contrary 
to our desire. We hav not invoked this. "We do not 
think it is fair to shut out part of the matter. 

Tur District Arrorney: I hav not myself read 
these writings; I do not care to read them. It is 
dreary, monotonous, and repetition of vulgarity. 
But if these gentlemen insist upon its going before 
the jury, I hav no objection so far as I am concerned. 

Tur Court: You are responsible for the conduct 
of your case. If you choose to stop your case, you 
ean do so, upon such papers as you please. 

Another paper was read, being a long extract cut 
from a periodical, the matter on the back also being 
read. 

The. distriet attorney rested upon the six papers 

ead. 

Mr. HxERMANS: To stop at this point seems likely 
to result in injustice. As the matter is started, the 
jury ought to hav all of it. If the prosecution will 
not read them, we shall hav to read them on cross- 
examination. The first two or three pieces were of 
course shocking to people who never before heard 

.anything of that kind; but when they hav heard all 
of them, they will find that it is a very different case. 
We hoped that after the prosecution began, they 
would go on, and not force us to put the matter be- 
fore the public. f 

Tho district attorney declined to read further pa- 
pers, and proceeded with the direct examination of 
Mr. Barclay. 

Q. Do you know who mailed that envelope? A. She ac- 
knowledged in my presence that she had mailed it. (Ob- 
jected to as in the nature of a confession and inadmissible.) 

Q. (by the court). Was it after she was under arrest, or 
before? A. Before she was under arrest. 

Q. (by the court). Did you hold out any promis or induce- 
ment to her to make the statement? A. No, sir. i 

The testimony was admitted under exception. 


Q. Had you had eny correspondence with her before you 
received this letter? A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was this received in reply to any letter you wrote to 
her? A. Yes, sir. 

Q. State what she said about mailing this letter. State the 
circumstances. A. This case had been in my hands a num- 
ber of months for investigation. After I had concluded my 
examination, as far as 1 could go without visiting her, Mr. 
McAfee, post-office inspector, and Mr. Jordan, United States 
marshal, and myself, visited the house together; and Mr. 
McAfee, being more familiar with this business than I, was 
made the spokesman of the occasion. My name was not 


given. We began to talk to her about these papers. 
_Q. (by the court). The same papers you read? A. Yes, 
Sir. These papers were produced after other conversation 


had occurred. She was asked the question whether she had 
had any correspondence with a man by the name of Barclay. 
She said she had frequently corresponded with him, had 
received letters from him, and had written letters to him. 
She was asked if she had ever mailed anything of this char- 
acter to him, and she said she thought not. Finally, this 
envelope was produced. She was asked if she recognized 
that, as having sent that. She said she did; that she recog- 
nized it as her writing, and that she had sent it to me. She 
claimed that she did not know what was init. Afterward 
the inner envelope was produced, and she was asked if that 
was her writing. She said that it was, and that she had 
caused that to be mailed. She said she knew it had inclos- 
ures, but did not know what they were. She sent out so 
many, she did not know what she sent to each individual; 
and each correspondent had a private mark which was put 
upon the articles that had been sent, so as not to send them 
the same articles a second time. Some of the contents were 
produced, and she recognized them as some of hers, but did 
not think she had sent anything she considered illegal. 

Q: Did you ever read in her presencé any of this literature ? 
A. That was before the commissioner. The ‘Girl and the 

- Dog” was read, and she acknowledged that she had mailed 
ü tome. There were quite a number of papers read at that 
ime. 

Q. The one defining the meaning of different terms? 
A. Yes, sir; that was read. : 

Q. Was this paper read there? (the one headed with a 
preposition.) A. I think it was. 

Q. That was among the papers she stated she had sent? 
A. Yes, sir. And the first part of this one was read and 
handed to the commissioner. The commissioner was there, 
and Judge Allen (the district attorney) was there. 

Q. What did she state about sending them? A. She said 
she had mailed all these tome. She made quite a lengthy 
statement before the commissioner, justifying the sending of 
these matters. She was asked specially about the dog 
stories, if she had many of them. She said, yes, she had 
received a good many. 

Q. What did she say as to her view in sending them out? 
A. She stated that she was working for the benefit of human- 
ity; that in order to go thoroughly into any matter she must 
hear both sides of it, and that she had taken these means of 
getting the information she wanted, to get information from 
all quarters; that she was getting up experiences of different 
kinds—all kinds of sexual experiences—for the purpose of 
forwarding them to the author of ‘ Diana,” and getting up 
information to be used by him in writing ‘ Diana” and such 
other works; that she considered that she was doing a pure 
and good work; that she considered that none of these 
* words of four letters,” as she calls them, were vulgar ; 
that they were plain Anglo-Saxon, and that they were not 
vulgar except to those who made them so. The conversation 
covered an hour, I suppose, and that was the substance of a 


portion of the statement. I asked with reference to the dog 
story; she said she had received a good many, and went into 
a description of one she had received previously, and the 
reply which she had sent to the inquiries by that lady, giving 
her reasons why she had made that reply. 

Q. When and where was that letter mailed? A. At Snow- 
ville, Pulaski Co.; postmarked March 15. I received the 
letter about the 18th. 

Q. You are a post-office inspector? A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know the Snowville postmark? A. By seeing 
it. It is the same-shaped stamp used by all post-offices pretty 
much. ; 

Q. Were there other papers read before the commissioner 
besides those in evidence? A. I think there were other pa- 
pers. When we were at her house she gave us the papers. 
She said she had some, and was asked if she would not giv 
them to us. She said: '* Well, I will burn them up in your 
presence.” I spoke up and said: ‘‘ That would be rather an 
admission of guilt on your part, if you wish to destroy them ; 
but if, as you say, there is nothing wrong about these mat- 
ters, and all was done from pure motivs and pure intent, you 
should not attempt to conceal, but you should rather publish 
them to the world than to hide or burn them.” She says, 
* All right; I wil giv them to you;” and she went and pro- 
duced a lot of other papers, and gave us quite a lot of them. 
Ido not know what papers were read before the commis- 
sioner, but I presume some of those were read before him. 
There was no special mark upon them. | 

Q. Yon manifested a desire to get the 
was what I was after, and I got them. 

Q. When did this occur? before she knew she was under 
arrest, or after? A. It was before. We told her when we 
first went in. Mr. McAfee was the spokesman. He said: 
“This is Mrs. Slenker. I am a post-office inspector, and 
came here to look after this matter of charges brought 


papers? A. That 


‘against you of sending obscene matter sent through the 


mails.” She said the matter had been frequently brought up 
before and investigated, and another inspector had been 
there; I do not know whether it was more than one, but she 
knew & government officer was there. NS 

Q. At that time there had been no exhibition of the war- 
rant? A. No, sir. : ; 

Q. Did she know that these three parties were all officers? 
A. No, sir. 
it, and had been expecting it a good while, and was ready 
to meet it. She treated us very kindly and courteously in- 
deed, and I think she may say the same of us. She was 
kind and courteous and polite. 

Q. Why was it necessary for three of you to go there 
together? A. Idon’t know; because Mr. McAfee had one 
set of papers upon which he wanted to base cliarges, and I 
had another, and the marshal was the law officer. : 

Q. Would it not hav answered every purpose if the mar- 
shal had gone there without you? A. No, sir. 

Q. Would it not hav answered every purpose if you and 
the marshal had gone there without Mr. McAfee? A. Not 
every purpose ; no sir. 

Q. What purpose would not!hav been answered by such 
an arrangement as that? A. Simply because I had one baten 
of papers, and she had another. 

Q. Was not one batch sufficient? A. No,sir; we wanted 
two indictments, we wanted whatever indictments would 
come of it. : ' 

C. How long had you been in correspondence with Mrs. 
Slenker? A. Over a year; I do not know how long exactly. 

Q, During all this correspondence of a year, you only got 
matter surlcient for one indictment? A. That is all; only 
got that kind of matter once from her. . 

Q. Is this your first experience under the statute? A. No 
sir; I hav had others, but not so extended a case, not so 
important & case as this; I hav had numbers under the same 
statute, one in Richmond last week. 

Q. Hav you ever made use of false names in your corre- 
spondence? A. Never, sir, 

Q. Were you in communication with Mr. McAfee with re- 
gard to this matter throughout all the time of this corre- 
spondence ? ` A. No, sir. 

Q. How long had you been in communication with him? 
A. Several months; it had been in the hands of our inspec- 
tors, I think four of them, and was put into my hand soon 
after I was appointed. 

Q. By your superior officer? A. Yes, sir; the chief in- 
spector, the inspector in charge of our division. I set to 
work on the case and was working on it in my own way 
when I learned that Mr. AcAfee was coming to Virginia from 
St. Louis on this case, and I immediatly notified him to hav 
nothing to do with that case until he saw me, and could tell 
him more about it than he knew. He went to Washington 
then, and there he was ordered to go and visit the attorney at 
Woodstock; they telegraphed me—I was then at Liberty, 
Virginia - to meet Mr. McAfee at Woodstock and the district 
attorney. I went to Woodstock and laid the matter before 
both of them. : : 

Q. What time was this? A. I think nearly a year ago; 
eight or ten months ago—about last January. I met these 
two gentlemen and they said I was conducting the case all 
right, to zo ahead and when ready for action to telegraph to 
Mr. McAfee and he would meet me, which was done and we 
met at Lynchburg, and came from there to Snowville. 

Q. What do you mean by conducting the case? A. I was 
in correspondence with Mrs. Slenker. 

: Q. Endeavoring to get from her such matters as these? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. (by Mr. Ronald,) Where do you reside? A. My head- 
quarters are at Washington. 

Q. I undersand you to say you hav had some correspond- 
ence with Mrs. Slenker? A. Yes, sir. 

Q. For how long previous to her arrest? A. More than a 
year. 

Q. Was that correspondence confidential between you and 
Mrs. Slenker? A. Not more so than others. 

Q. What was the nature of the correspondence? A. I 
was ordering from her books and papers and everything of 
that kind she had to dispose of. : 

Q. Did you know the character of those books at the 
time? A. I did. 

Q. While corresponding with her, did you express your 
sympathy with her in her enterprise? A. No, sir. 

Q. Why did you order those books? A. Because I wanted 
to know what kind of literature she dealt in. 

Q. Was that the only purpose? A. No, sir; I wanted to 
see what obscene matter she dealt in. 

Q. Had you ever been able to find out that Mrs. Slenker 
had been sending obscene matter through the mail to your 
own knowledge? A. No, sir; if I had Í would not hav cor- 
responded with her. ` 


Q. Did you correspond with Mrs. Slenker for the purpose 


of betraying her? A. I corresponded with her for the pur- 


pose of vindicating the law. 


She said very soon afterward that she expected |- 


| Q. Did you correspond with her under the guise of friend. 
ship? A. No, sir.- 

Q. Asan enemy? A. Not as an enemy either. 

Q. But for the purpose of exposing her? -A. Forthe pur. 
pose of finding out^what she was sending through the mails. 

Q. What did you intend to do after you found that out? 
A. Arrest her, which I did. ] sig 

Q. How did she come to send the story named in the in- 
dictment ?: A. Because I asked her for it; not for that 
special one, but asked for some of the leaflets which I had 
known about for a long time. . 

Q. When you received her communication from the post. 
office did you know what it contained? A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you know what you had written for? A. I knew 
I had written for some leaflets which I had every reason to 
believe she had sent through the mail. 

Q. And you received it with the idea of what it contained? 
A. Yes, sir. mi i ` 

Q. -Are you familiar with the statute relating to this sub- 
ject? A. Fairly so. 

Q. Does not the statute say that he who receives it know- 
ingly is as bad as he who sends it? A. No, sir; 1 do not 
read it so. : 

Q. Are you a detectiv? A. I do very little detectiv work. 

. You belong to what company? <A. No company. 

à Are you not connected with the Court Detectiv Sys- 
tem? A. No, sir; Iam not. ° : 

Q. Did you do this as a detectiv or as a United States 
officer? A. Asa United States officer. 

‘Q. If you did not suppose Mrs. Slenker was a lady, would 
you hav written to her? A. Yes, I would. 

Q. Did you recognize her asa lady? A. I did not, until I. 
had some intercourse with her; and I found that she is a lady 
in certain ways, but not in this way. I say she isa kind, 
good; considerate neighbor, very kind and generous in her 

isposition, and well spoken of in the community ; th&t on 
this point I beg leave to differ from her.- 

' Q. You received a private letter from 
you not? A. Yes. . 

. Was the postage paid? A. Yes, sir. 

. Was it sealed? A. Yes, sir. : 
Q. Was there anything on the envelope to indicate the 
character of its contents? A. No, sir. - 

Q. If anybody, other than yourself, had seen it in the post- 
office, even the postmaster, would his suspicions hav been 
awakened as to the contraband character of the letter? A. 
No, sir. 

Q. So far as the letter itself was concerned that you 
received, it was directly within the law? A. Yes, sir; the 
outside of it was. f 

Q. Then Mrs. Slenker has only been betrayed, by a United. 
States officer by writing to her and inviting her to corrupt , 
the mail? A. Yes, sir, according to law. 

Q. If you had not written to Mrs. Slenker and invited this 
thing—— A. I never would hav received it. : 

Q. Did she know that you were a United States officer? 
A. No, sir; I never would hav got it if she had. 

.Q. Why did you not disclose your purpose? A. Because 
I would not hav got what I was after. ; 

Q. Your ambition was to feed itself upon a victim? A. I 
had been fully convinced before that she had sent such mat- 
ter through the mail, that it was emanating from her and 
passing through the mail,and I then took these means to 
find out the absolute fact. 

Q. Then you were fully convinced upon & rumor? A. 
And upon what we had in the post-office department. 

Q. You cannot refer to those documents. (By the court) 
The witness can state thereason why he pursued this course. 
A. That was my reason from knowledge obtained in the de- 
partment which had never been made public. 

Q. You were authorized to write to her? 
authorized to write to her, but directed to. 

Q. Where is the letter? A. I hav no letters from the de- 
partment; I was ordered by the department to do it—by my 
superiors. 

Q. To write to Mrs. Slenker for this story? A. 
thing she had of that kind. : 

Q. Then & warrant was issued to the marshal for her 
arrest? A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What was the necessity of your and McAfee's going 
with Marshal Jordan? A. Because we wanted to get all we 
could. . . 

Q. Did the warrant authorize it? A. No. 

Q. What did the warrant authorize? A. Only the arrest. 

Q. When you got there, you concealed your name? A. 
She did not ask it. E 

Q. A conversation ensued between you, and she yielded 
very readily, frightened, seeing the United States government 
officers there? A. I do not think she was frightened at all. 

Q. You asked her if she had some other papers, and she 
offered to burn them up. ‘Oh! no," you said, '*don't burn 
them up, but giv them to me;" did you not say that asa 
persuasiv reason to induce her to giv them to you in order 
that you might possess yourself of the papers? A. No, 
sir; I proposed not to violate my oath. f 

Q. Did you not make that remark in a persuasiv way for 
the purpose of getting possession of the papers? What 
right had you to demand those papers? A. I did not de- 
mand them. : 

Q: Suppose her house had been filled with obscene papers, 
was it any of your business a8 à government officer? A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. How? A. She acknowledged she kept them there for 
the purpose of sending them out. s 

If I hav obscene literature in my house—I hav a copy. 
of Shakspere there—if you were in my house and saw it 
there— A. I should let it stay there. 

Q. Would you be acting in accordance with your duty? 
A. Fully. 

Q. Is it not obscene? A. Shakspere is not on trial. 

Q. Had you any right to take the papers out of her house? 
A. None in the world. : 

Q. Then how dared you take those papers from Mrs. 
Slenker? A. Because she gave them to me. 

Q. Did you scatter these papers or read them to anybody? 
A. Nobody. : 

Q. Then your reason for writing to this old lady was for 
the purpose of betraying her? A. For the purpose of vindi- 
cating the law. 

Q. Was it not your intention, when you wrote that letter 
sending for obscene matter, that she should send obscene 
matter to you for which you intended to hav her prosecuted ? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Then you played the Judas to win your victim? A. I 
did not. et 


Robert W. MeAfee sworn and examined by the 
district attorney. 


Mrs. Slenker, did 


A. Not “only 


For any- 


Q. What is your business? - A. Iam a post-office inspector 
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and general agent of the Western division of the Society for 
-the Suppression of Vice. : 
Q. State whether you know Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker? A. 
I hav seen the lady. This is Mrs. Slenker. 
Q. State whether this is a letter received from her? A. 
This is a communication I received from my drawer in St. 
. Louis. The address is R. M. William, Drawer D, 6, St. 
Louis, Mo. ` 


All objections to the former testimony were con- 
-sidered as.applieable to the testimony of this wit- 
ness. 


A. (continued) Inside the. outer envelope is one marked 
“ private,” and to ‘return to Elmina,” indorsed in purple ink. 

Q. Read some of the papers that you identify as papers 
that you received in that inclosure? (Witness read one of 
the papers marked No.1.) ` ; 

Q. Did you get that envelope, and if so, how, and under 
what circumstances? A. I got it from the post-office at St. 
Louis, out of my box drawer D 6. 

- .4Q. How did you happen to get it? A. I had answered a 
public notice under that address, and received this in re- 
sponse. It was in answer or response to a letter to Mrs. 
Slenker. ; : ue f 

Q. Did you ever hav any conversation with Mrs. Slenker 
' jn regard to that letter or the inclosure jn that eńvelope ? 
A. I did not. - Te f 

Q. Were. you present &t'any conversation between her and 
Mr. Barclay with regard to thatinclosure? A. I was pres- 
ert at a conversation between Mrs. Slenker and Mr. Barclay 
jn which the letter sent to Mr. Barclay was presented to her; 
but this was not. 

Q. What occurred when that letter was presented? A. 
We went to Snowville to interview Mrs. Slenker, and on 
going in I told her my name and that I was post-office 
inspector, and had been sent there to investigate a number 
of complaints with regard to her use of the mails for the dis- 
semination of indecent literature; and said I would like to 
hav her make a statement to me, if she desired, concerning 
her dealings in this matter; and we had a conversation, I 
suppose, lasting nearly an hour, in which I presented the 
letter; after asking her if she corresponded with Mr. Bar- 

‘clay, I presented the envelope and the contents, and she 


spoke of having sent them. But she said, ** I don't know 


what I put in there; I send so many letters and send to so 
many people, I don't know what I send; and I ask each to 
put a private mark upon them so that I shall not send them 
a second time." I called her attention to the private marks 
upon some of the papers in that envelope. She admitted the 
mailing of that particular letter to Mr. Barclay. 

Q. Were you present in Lynchburg when she was examined 
before the commissioner? A.. I was, sir. 

Q. Did you hear her statement there? A. Yes, sir. It 
was & very long statement. I do not think I could repeat all 
of it. She stated practically what she had the day before. 
- She said she was gathering these facts for a gentleman in 
New York who had written a certain book, or had received 
them from him and was circulating them back and forward 
to get additional experieuces for his use. 

Q. Did she tell who the gentleman was? A. She refused 
to tell who he was. She said he was the author of a book, 
but she had promised not to giv his name or address t 
anybody, and would not do it without his consent. : 

Q. Did she tell you the name of the book? A. Yes, sir. 
It was a book called ‘‘Diana.” She stated about the corre- 
spodence she had received from other people i 

Q. You heard her state there about mailing these? A. Yes. 
She stated that she had mailed them to Mr. Barclay, and a 
great many others, and a great many others were concerned 
in similar matters. In our conversation at the house I 
asked her if she had any of this matter in her possession, and 
she said she had; and she went and got some and gave them 
to each of us who were present, and said it was the first time 
she had given it to anybody to read in her presence, and she 
felt a little embarrassed in doing so. I suggested that there 
were complaints about mailing them, and she said she would 
hav to quit it and would burn what she had, ‘and Inspector 
Barclay said, ‘Better not burn it, but let all the explanations 
go together;” to make whatever explanations about the mat- 
ter she saw fit before the commissioner. She consented to 
do that, and turned over to me a package of papers. 

Q. Why did you write to her? A. In response to a pub- 
lic notice in the paper referred to me by the post-office 
official, E. 8. Tooley, assistant postmaster at Louisville, Ky. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Chamberlain. 

Q. How long hav you been post-office inspector? A. About 
five years. : : 

Q. How long hav you been agent for the Society for the 
Suppression of Vice? A. This is my tenth year. 

Q. Where do youliv? A. My residence is Collinsville, 
Il.; my office is in St. Louis, Mo. s 


Q. How long hav you resided in Collinsville, IN.? A. 


Ten or eleven years. 

Q. .Where did you reside previous to that? A. I was at 
school a year before that, and just before that in St. Joseph, 
Mo., and just later in St. Louis. I was in St. Joseph travel- 
ing from there, and in the city probably nine months after 
leaving school. 

Q. How old are you? A. Iam 89. 

Q. At what age did you leave school? A. I graduated in 
1872. 


Q. What business were you in previous to engaging as 
post-office inspector? A. I was agent for the Society for the 
Suppression of Vice, and several years post-office inspector. 

Q. Hav you ever engaged in any other business or occu- 
pation? A. I was in the newspaper business prior to that. 

` I was correspondent and editor for awhile of the St. Joseph 
Gazette. 

Q. What salary do you receive as agent of the society? 
A. [receive a salary, a very good salary, and my expenses. 

Q. Do you decline to state what the salary is? A. I do, 
unless the court desires to know what it is. 

Q. How do you receive your expenses? A. From the 
society. 

Q. Do you also receive mileage from the United States 
Government as a post-office inspector? A. Ireceive mileage 
as a witness. Ido not receive it; I collect it, and it is turned 
in to the treasury of the society; I hav no; profit in it what- 
ever, or benefit from it. 

Q. Do you receive any emolument other than from your 
society? A. Not the slightest. 

Q. Are you in the habit of using fictitious names in the 
communications that you send out? A. I frequently use 
addresses in the prosecution and investigation of cases. 
Having been in the service as long as I hav, I may be some- 
what known, and for that reason I do not use my own name 
in the investigation of post-office cases, but I never use it ex- 
cept in connection with a post-office box, where I make pro- 
vision to receive my correspondence. 


Q. Did you write that letter? [Shown witness.] A. I 
did, sir. 

Q. Is that the letter of which you havspoken? A. This is 
the letter of which I spoke. I wrote what is on this side. 
[The letter read in evidence and marked “ A.”] - 

Q. Hav you been in the habit of using the name William 
before? A. Ido not know that I hav; possibly I may hav. 

Q. Do you keep & record of proceedings in courts in your 
cases? A. No, sir; I do not. i 
. Q. Do you furnish them to attorneys for the prosecution 
of cases? A. Sometimes. 

Q. Is it not usual for you to do 80?. A. When requested 
to do so, I do. à . 

Q. You may hav used a name otherwise than in connection 
with that box? A. Certainly. 

Q. I call your attention to a case in the ‘‘ Nineteenth Fed- 
eral Reporter,” where the name R. M. William is mentioned. 
A. I think it very probable I used that name, as it is my first 
name, and I may hay used it a number of times. 


Q. Do you ever use the name of Nettie G. Harlan? A. 


Yes, sir, I think I hav. 

Aas hav very 
A. Nothing special. 
it now. 

Q. Hav you forgotten the case of the United States against 
Whittier? A. No, sir; I hav not forgotten the case. f 

Q. Do you not remember that in that case the court admin- 
istered to you a rebuke for the use of such names? A. Ido 
not. If you mean by a rebuke that the court decided that 
the answer in that case was not in violation of the statute, I 
remember that. : 

Q. Can you remember what the turning-point in that deci- 
sion was? A. As I understand it, because the defendant did 
not bring himself within the meaning of the statute in re- 
sponding to that letter. i 

Q. Did you not write a decoy letter in that case? A. I 
wrote a test letter in that case. You may call it a decoy if 
you like; I make a distinction. A. decoy, I understand, is to 


ood cause to remember that name ? 
do not remember in what case I used 


offer an inducement to some one to do something which he 


is not in the habit of doing or intending to do. A test is to 
furnish an opportunity, or to ascertain what a party is send- 
ing by mail, as in this case: 

Q. Do you remember that in that case the letter was not 
mailed as post-marked, but was mailed in St. Louis, Mo. ? 
A. Iremember that there was an agreed statement of facts 
presented to the court. I do not remember that being a fact 
in the case. 

Q. Do you mean to say that the agreed statement was not 
true?' A. I mean to say it may be very incomplete. f 

Q. Is not that substantially true as stated? A. Substan- 
tially. It was not an exact statement of the facts. 

Q. In what respect does it fail to be exact? A. It omitted 
to state that the test letter did not go from Butler, Ga., to St. 
Louis, but.was furnished by the post-office inspectors at St. 
Louis, and passed into the mail at St. Louis, instead of com- 
ing direct from Georgia. That would be the fact in the case; 
in other.words, the inspection office is supplied with envel- 
opes which bear the post-mark at times without the date, and 
the date is supplied by the post-office inspector. 

Q. That is the usual practice is it? A. Not very usual. 
No, sir; it was done in that case. 

Q. As an inspector of the department, is it your duty to 
know the law? A. As far as I may be able. That was 


Bi prior to my being post-office inspector. 


o you remember the court animadverting upon a let- 
ter written to a person that had no existence? A. I remem- 
ber something of that kind. I hav been instructed by other 
courts that it was my duty to do so. 

Q. This letter you found in your drawer; how did you 
dispose of it? A. I took it to my office and opened it. I 
kept it in my possession for the time being and reported the 
matter to the chief inspector at Washington. 

Q. Did you show it to the chief inspector at Washington? 
A. Yes, sir; after he called me East to see about the matter. 

Q. Do you not know that the taking of such a letter from 
the office for the purpose -of showing it to the chief inspector 
at Washington, or any other person, is a violation of the law? 
A. I do not regard it as a violation of the law; all my legal 
teaching has been in direct opposition to that. 

Q. Did you ever read this law? A. I hav. 

Q. How many times? A. A thousand times, possibly. 

Q- You never discovered that such a course of conduct is 
in violation of the law ? A. No, sir; and I do not think any 
other man can. The law says, for the purpose of distribu- 
tion or aiding in the distribution. 

Q. (by Mr. Ronald). Who was Miss Nettie G. Harlan? A. 
I did not say there was such & person. 

Q.-You signed her name? A. I do not know that is a 


name signed, 

Q. Where was Miss Nettie Harlan living at that time? A. 
I do not understand that there was such & person. 

Q. Where were you when you wrote that letter? A. In 
St. Louis. å . 

Q. Is that in accordance with the purpose of the Society 
for the Suppression of Vice? A. The principle of the Soci- 
ety is for me to investigate the case the best I know how. 

Q. Hav you been termed a detectiv? A. Sometimes the 
lawyers for the defense jump on me for & detectiv. I hav to 
do some detectiv work once in a while: 

Q. Why did you address her as Mr. William? A. I asked 
her to send it to me as R. M. William, Drawer D 6. 

Q. When you wrote to Mrs. Slenker as you did, you 
thought it was for the good of the great cause, were you 
writing the truth or a falsehood? A. Writing the truth. 

Q. What greut cause? A. The great cause of public 
morals—the suppression of vice. 

Q. Was it not your purpose in writing this letter about the 
great cause to win the confidence of this woman and get her 
to send you under an assumed name, to the end that you 
might thereafter go and report her to the grand jury? A. I 
will hav to make an explanation. Yes, sir; with this excep- 
tion—there had been a number of stories marked, ** Return 
to Elmina," passed through my hands as post-office inspector 
in the West, and I was at a loss to know where they came 
from until receiving this paper spoken of, with this public 
notice in reference to it, and I wrote that letter for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining if this was the fountainhead of this 


was out of my territory. 

Q. Then you were honest, and conscientious, and actuated 
by & laudable desire to accomplish good? A. Most de- 
cidedly. 

Q. Then why did you not sign Mr. McAfee's name to the 
letter? A. Because she might hav heard of my name. 

Q. Why did you not write to Mrs. Slenker and admonish 
her of her course, that she might desist? A. I would hav 
been afraid that the postmaster-general would revoke my 
commission. 

Q. Then for & mercenary object you played the part? A. 
No, sir; not by any means. 


Stuff, not expecting to appear as a witness in this case, as it | 


Q. What salary do you get? A. I get $2,400 a year and © 


my actual necessary expenses. 


Q. Is that dependent upon the number of convictions you 


secure? A. Not at all. 


. What do you get as government post-ofüce inspector? 


A. Nothing whatever; the society furnishes the post-office 


department with my services. 
Q. What position does Mr. Comstock hold in relation to- 


this society? A. Mr. Comstock has no connection with our 
society whatever. "C 


. Hav you corresponded with Mr. Comstock? A. I hav. 
. How much? A. In the investigation of this matter, I 


found a letter from Mr. Comstock, in which there had been 
an application to him to investigate it a year and a half be- 
fore, and he asked to be excused as he was so busy. 


Plaintiff rested. 

Dr. Martin, called on behalf of defendant, testified 
that he had lived in Snowville eleven years; that he 
was practising medicin; that he had known Mrs. 
Slenker ever since living there; that she had always 
been looked upon as a very virtuous woman of high 
standing, a good moral woman and a good citizen; 
that until her arrest hehad heard nothing said against 
her reputation as a lady. 

On cross-examination the witness stated that he 
had known nothing about these publications. 

Mr. Smith testified that he had lived in Snowville 
twenty-two years and owned property there, that he 
was a general merchant; that he had known Mrs. 
Slenker for twelve or fifteen years; that he never 
knew anything against her character as a lady; that 
he always considered her a very kind, hospitable 
woman, chaste and virtuous; that she visited in the 
community with the other families. 

On cross-examination he stated’ that he had never 


„heard of these publications before. 


Rev. D. Bullard testified that he had lived inSnow- 
ville ever since it was a village forty years ago; that 
he was a minister of the gospel; that he had known 
Mrs. Slenker ever since she came to the place some 
fifteen years ago; that her standing and reputation 
was that of a virtuous, chaste, good, and kind woman 
up to the time of the indictment; that he thought 
that her husband had as little cause to distrust the 
fidelity of his wife as any man in the place; that 
he had known her to be benevolent and truthful. 

On cross-examination the witness stated that he 
had known nothing about the publications until the 
indictment. When she first came to the neighbor- 
hood there was a rumor that she was a freelover, » 
and he written to her upon the subject, and she pos- 
itivly denied its being so. 

Mr. Winston testified that he had lived in Snow- 
ville twenty-eight years, and had known Mrs. Slenker 
since she first came there; that he had never heard 


anything in the world alleged against her as a lady 


until the time of this indictment ; that everybody 
was sociable with her; she was always recognized, 
and moved in the best circles in the place. 
On. eross.examination the witness stated that he 
had never heard of these publications until the arrest. 
Mr. Jordan, the marshal, testified : 


When we went in there Mr. McAfee told her that he was a 
post-office inspector, and was there to investigate this case, 
It was discussed with Mrs. Slenker freely; and she got out 
these papers. I did not ask her forthem. She handed me 
several and some to Mr. Barclay and some to Mr. McAfee. 
She suggested burning some of the papers, and Mr. Barclay 
suggested that it might be said on the trial that she was try- 
ing to conceal something. I suppose she had half a bushel of 
them there. She had them in a cupboard, and behind the cur- 
tain, and got them down herself and handed them to us, and 
after talking an hour or so Mr. McAfee told me he was 
through. I told her I had a warrant for her arrest, and I 
would haw to take her with me, and in order to reach the 
train I told her I should hav to go in half an hour. 


Cross-examination by Mr. Ronald. 


She handed me the papers of her own will and accord; 1 
took and read a great many of them and a great many of 
them I did not read. 

Q. After she gave up the papers you told her you had a 
warrant for her arrest. A. Yes, sir. I remember Mr. Mc- 
Afee asked her if she recognized that paper and envelope 
and she said she did; she could not tell what papers were in 
them, but she recognized them by her own private mark 
upon them. 

Q. After the papers had been presented to you by Mrs. 
Slenker, you told her you had & warrant for her arrest? 
A. I did, sir. 

‘No cross-examination. Adjourned until Wednes- 
day. l 

NovEMBER 2p. . 

Mr. Chamberlain read in evidence the letter from 
Mr. MeAfee, under the name of R. M. William, to 
Mrs. Slenker. Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker, defendant, 
was ealled to the stand. . The district attorney pro- 
posed to propound the preliminary questions that 
had been asked of Mr. Barclay with regard to her 
religious belief. . : 

Tug Court: It is unnecessary to propound those 
questions. 

Tse District ÁTTORNEY: Very well. 

Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker affirmed and examined by 
Mr. Chamberlain : 

Q. Hav you ever consu'ted with anyone or been advised 
as to the legality of send ng such letters as these through the 
mail? (Objected to as incompetent.) 

Mr. Caampertain: It goes directly to the intent; 
that there was no intent to violate the law. 

Tue Court: The intention is presumed, in a prose- 
eution, from the criminal act itself. i 

Mr. CmamseRIAIN: If a law hag been violated, in- 


40 


. mailed anything but what could be lawfully mailed. 
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tention is presumed ; it is prima facie evidence, and 
a presumption which it is our privilege to rebut. 
(Objection overruled.) 


A. Yes, sir; I hav asked several persons. 
sure whether it was safe or not to send them. 


going by itself. 


if tent with tbe context that explains it. 


Q Was anything said as to we likclibood. of a successful 
prosecution? A. It has been talked over. I hav been told 


that I might be prosecu'ed. 


Q. Had you been advised that your conduct was illegal? 
A. Inever hav been assured that it was illegal by anyone 


that was competent, I suppose, to judge, before the arrest. 
I supposed it was legal, or 1 wonld not hav done it. 

Q. Did you suppose that one of these papers would explain 
another, and show its legality? A. Certainly. 

Q. Please state in your own language, what occurred at 
the time that Barclay, McAfee, and Jordan came to your 
house io make the arrest. A I was sitting and writing; I 
never suw them until they were at the door. As they entered 
the door, the thought siruck me what they might hav come 
for; not to arrest me, but to see what I had been doing. I 
had no idia of being arrested that day. I supposed they bad 
come to inquire into the matter. I welcomed them to the 
room, and treated them as I would any otber visitors. They 
soon commenced talking; and I was told that one of them 
was & post-office inspector. They commenced by asking me 
why I had been circulatirg these documents, and writing on 
the subject on which I had been writing. J endeavored to 
tell them, as nearly as I could, the doctrins I was endeavor- 
ing to disseminate. I told them I did not suppose I had ever 

e 
talked a long time. I read to them some articles I had 
written. 

Q. Did you read to them any of your articles on **Sexual 
Intemperance?” A. I do not know exactly whether I did 
ornot. lexplained my ideas on that subject, and sbowed 
them plainly that my work vas intended us a real reform; 
that although 1 had circulated articles that looked objection- 
able to those not accustomed to them, the ideas themselvs 
were pure and clean; that words in themsclvs are always 
clean; and I explained my ideas as far as I could. They 
wanted to see some moie of the papers, and asked me for 
them. Iaskcdif 1 might not burn them up before their eyes, 
88 they said I ought not 10 hav them in my possession. They 
told me No; it would be better, if 1 came to trial, that they 
should hav the dccuments. They assured me it would be 
better "dun my case to give them the papcrs, it I was brought 
to trial. 

Q. Was that the first thing that was said of a trial? A. 
As nearly as { recollect. Then I commenced gathering up 
the papers, one afier another, indiscriminately. They read 
some of them, and I read some of them. I gave most of 
them, 1 think, to Mr. McAfee. I do not recollect particu- 


. larly. My position on the subject of sexual intemperance 
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has been growing ever since 1 was a child, almost. I was 
brought up a Quaker. My faiber was a Quaker preacher, 
and my mother a «chool-teacher; both of them were teach- 
ers, and I hav tried to bea teacher all my ife. I taught 
school fourteen ycurs, and after I quit teaching school, I 
commenced to write for tbe newspapers. I could not talk 
plainly. I suppose it is difficult for you to understand what 

say, but 1 will speak us plainly as 1 can. 1f 1 could hav 
talked plainly, l should Luv been a public teacher, as my 
father was. He preached. I could not preach; for when 1 
had all my tecth 1 could not talk as plainly as now. There- 
fore 1 wrote; I used my pen instead cf my voice. 
I learned anything, 1 tricd to tell some one else; and I 
always tried to tell them to do what was right every way— 
morally, physically, and intellectually. I spoke of intem- 
perance during the great Washingtonian movement, when I 
was a girl. Afierward 1 got to thinking of other intemper- 
ance. I found there was an intemperance worse than alco- 
holic intemperance, and that was sexual intemperance. No 
one has a right to bring @ child into the world, unless he can 
pe brought ın strong, nienjally and physically. This is what 
Iam trying to teach all the while. 

l commenced about eight years ago to write for a paper in 
New York on this great subject. I wrote for it perhaps 
twenty or more articles. Finally the people gotso stirred up 
and afraid of it that they forced and con.pelied the editor to 
stop my writing. I continued to write for four or five other 
papers. In the mean time a book came out entitled, “ Diana.” 
Q. Is this a reproduction of one of those articles? A. Yes, 
Sir. 1 would like to hav you read it to the jury. 


Tue DisrRicr-ÁTTORNrY: I object to it as irrele- 
vant. i 

Tur Counr: You introduced the subject yourself 
yesterday, in asking your witness whether she gave 
any reasons for sending out this matter. | 

Objecticn withdrawn, and the paper handed to the 


jury. 


The witness continued: 


As I was saying, a book came out entitled, “Diana,” and 
& copy was sent to me. J read it rather with indifference at 
first. It was above me, and I could not comprehend it. 
The man that wrote tbe book—1 did not know then that it 
wasa man- was educated far more scientifically on the sub- 
ject of scx than I was. The book was as high above me as I 
was above a person who had not studied the subject at all. 
IT could not understand it. But I grew to understand it. I 
commenced a correspondence with the writer, and gradually 
came to understand that the principle of the book was pre- 
cisely the same as the doctrin 1 had been teaching witn 
regard to sexual intemperance, but went a little furiher, and 
explained why people had become sexually intemperate, and 
how they might be educated out of it. As I studied the 
book, 1 found some points I could not understand, but 1 
finally concluded to send it out ; and he sent me a large pack- 
age, and told ine to sell all 1 could and giv away the rest. I 
gave away almost the cntire first cdition, and to every person 
gave permission to write me and ask me any question they 
chose; and a great many wrote me, arguiug tbe why and 
wherefore of ihe book, and asked how the author got up his 
ideas, and if he was sure they were correct. I could not an- 
gwer all the questions, and finally a batch of the little leaflets 
and documents were sent to me, showing upon what the the- 
ory was founded. He had gathered these together, and 
from them evolved the theory of ** Diana,” non-intereourse 
save for reproduction, and living in accordance with natural 
laws. It taught that a man should treat his wife as an equal, 
respect and love her, but let his attraction turn into other 
lines than scxual intemperance. It would save himself, and 


I was never 
It was right 
and proper; and they told me they supposed one part was 
material to the other, if there was any objection to one part 
It would be like the plates in a work on 
obstetrics, which would not be understood if sent alone, but 


Whenever: 


save her. The world would bea great deal purer and bet- 
ter. There would be no houses of prostitution; there would 
be no prostitutes. There would never be an unwelcome 
child; every child would be wanted, and purposely created. 
This was tlie doctrin of the book, and it was my own doctrin. 
Of course, in the study of truth it was necessary to hear all 
sides. He was still collecting papers and revising them, to 
be made use of if possible. He warted me to collect what I 
could, as a friend, of experiences; and I did, from every- 
body I could, asking them to write out. &n account of their 
own lives, and of other lives which they knew about. This 
set me to studying the subject of hybrids; and of course, the 
study branching out into an entirely different line, and into 
something I had never heard about, I studied it out. Corre- 
spondents finally commenced to send me accounts which 
were called the dog letters. i : M 

Q. Hav you been interested in this question of hybrids, 
and the crossing of various species? A. I studied botany in 
childhood, when I went to school, and learned about the 
sexual union of flowers, which is the same thing precisely. 
The male and the female unite the same in a flower asin & 
human being. I studied foriculture and horticulture, and 
there we always bring in the subject of hybrids, and try to 
improve the flower. We know that if we want to make a 
superior flower or fruit, we must not allow it to hav too 
many flowers on it, or to bear too much fruit. If a man wants 
to do well he wants to save himself. , This question of hybrids 
applies as well tó plants as to people. I hav studied hybrids 
always, more or less, but lately Ihave becn intesested in it 
in relation to the human family. I hav written to several 
papers on the subject snd hav consulted doctors on the sub- 
ject of hybrids, upon the union of different races; the 
Chinese and whites; the blacks and the whites. I hav 
studied it as well as I knew how. I hav studied it to know 
whether the human race could propagate with any other 
race; and I do not think it can, except that the lowest an- 
thropoid ape might possibly unite with savage races. That 
is the only union that could ever take place. That I hav 
studied a great deal. . 

Q. Hav you found others to sympathize with you on this 
question? A. Since I hav been arrested I hav had nearly 
two thousand 'etters, from scientists, doctors, women, and 
men, in every class of society, Jawyers—&and every letter but 
one or two has been in commendation of the work in which 1 
was engaged. A few bav condemned my methods; they 
did not understand the mcthods; they thought they were 
obscene. These were scientific, honest expressions, by 
honest men and women, just as honest as you or I. 

Q Will you explain something of the nature of the corre- 


spondence you hav been engaged in previous to your arrest, . 


which was spoken of by Mr. McAfee? A. I received a great 
many letters, and I answered those letters honestly and 
fairly. There was a circle of us. Most of us were doctors, 
lady physicians, gentlemen physicians; there were writers for 
various papers. Nearly all were editors or writers, men and 
women of some no e. Wecommenced the correspondence’. I 
found I could not answer each one individually. I always did 
my own housework, and never neglected home for ánything 
else. Soin writing I told them to pass the letters from one 
to anotber, and keep on passing them. I did indorse on one 
letter ** copy whoever pleases.” That was for the private 
ring; no outsider was to sce them. "These were educated ; 
but an outsider might take it up and Jangh at it, as they 
laugh at it here in court. It was just as pure as anything 
could be; but they did not understand it. They had not 
been educated; so I said the ring might copy. I stamped 
my name on tbe outside, ** Please order them of Elmina D. 
Slenker, Snowville, Pulaski County, Virginia;" and ‘the 
reason I did that was this: My handwriting is very bard to 
read, and I stamped it for the sake of giving my name and 
address plain, so that thev should not make a mistake and 
address letters wrongly. In sending out books and papers 1 
circulate advertisments and other papers; and they some- 
times sent me a pile of their advertisments, so 1 would 
stamp on them ‘‘ Piease order them of Elmina D. Slenker." 
etc. J had but the one stamp and I used it on all letters. It 
secmed to imply that they were to order those documents 
of me, but it was only intended to stamp my name and ad- 
dress. I wanted no one to order those who did not under- 
stand the subject they were talking of. ; 

Q. Prior to your examination before the commissioner, did 
the commissioner caution you? A. Notatall. I was per- 
fectly free, as I am here, to say what I pleased. 

Q. Did he caution you that what you said might be used 
aguinst you on your trial? A. Not that I remember. 

Q. You may make any further statement that you see fit. 
A. If 1 bav omitted explaining anything. or if any of the 
jury hav any questions to ask, I should like to hav them ask 
them. 


By Mr. Heerman : 


Q. What is your age? A. Near sixty. 

Q. Whatis and has been your occupation? A. The first 
years of my life was spent in a small country farm-house. I 
went to a district school, and got a tolerably decent school 
education. 

Q. How long hav you been in literary work? A. More or 
less, ever since the war mainly; I did a little literary work 
before the war. 

Q. Hav you ever written for publication, or ever had pub- 
lished, & line or word that was obscene? A. No, sir. I 
defy anyone to find an obscene or immoral expression in 
anything I hav had published. 

Q. Did you ever sell these leaflets? A. No, sir. People 
would send me money and postage-stamps, but I always sent 
the full value for everything they sent. I demanded that 
they should pay the postage, for Mr. S.enker was not willing 
that I should furnish the time and postage. 

Q. You never sold these for a profit? A. There was no 
proüt in it. It has been a loss to me all my life. All my 
work was a financial loss. j 

Q. Did you write these leaflets yourself? A. No, sir. 

Q. To how many people do you suppose you sent leaflets? 
A. I hav no idea. 1 sent them to everyone who asked for 
them, that I thought would. understand the principle, and 
make a good use of them. I never forced them on anybody. 
They may hav asked indirecily for such information which 
I could not write out in full, and then I sometimes sent leaf- 
lets, such as I supposed would be least obnoxious, to explain 
what I had not time to write. I never used them indis- 
criminately. 

Q. I understand that you sold books, and that you used 
this stamp for the purpose of asking your correspondents, if 
they needed books or papers, to order them from you? 
A. Certainly. 

Q. Not for the leaflets? A. No; it had no reference to 
the leaflets at all. I wish to say one word more—that I con- 
sidered all these leaflets as parts of private letters. ‘They 
were all copies of letters, o» letters themselvs, everyone of 
them; they were written as letters, and sent as letters.. If I 


‘| of mine. 


write a letter, and take a piece of paper and paste it in, 
it forms part of the letter. I had not time to paste these in, 
and so I put them in separately. They are all parts of 
private letters, everyone of them. i . ] 

Q. Those leaflets hav figures or marks on them at different 
paragraphs; will you explain to the jury what they mean? 
A. Our friend will hav to explain that; I did not understand 
that. It was beyond me; I never tried to understand that. 

Q. You understand those leaflets as the basis of the book 
“Diana?” A. They had been used for that purpose, and 
were handed over because they were of no further use to him. 

By Mr. Chamberlain : è 

Q. How long hav you known me personally? A. The 
first time I'hav known you personally is since coming 
here. f : 

Q. How long hav you known me as à correspondent? A. 
That I could not tell; I.hav so many correspondents. May 
be two or three?years; I hav no idea at all. — . 

Q. dav we not been correspondents ever since the time of 
Bennetts arrest eight years ago? A. Yes, I suppose so. 

Q. Did you ever send to me any of this matter upon sexual 
subjects? A. No. Our correspondence did not run in that 
line ; I only sent it to those interested inthat subject. You 
never broached the subject, and of course I did not. . 

Cross-examined by the district attorney. 


Q. You state that you were advised by attorneys and 
others that you had aright to mail this matter? A. Ido 
not say they told me I had a full right, but they supposed.to 
the best of their judgment it was mailable under the statute. 

Q. Is that a letter of yours? Look at the handwriting. 

(Letter shown to witness.) 
. Mx CnuawmznLAIN: I object, and I now instruct 
this witness that she is not obliged to answer any 
questions which may by any possibility tend to crim- 
inate her, or which may furnish a link in a process by 
which she may be criminated. If she admits the 
handwriting upon this letter, it will giv the prosecu- 
tion an opportunity to introduce a vast number of 
other letters. I do not know what they hav in their 
possession, but they may perhaps appear as damaging 
to her as the statement of Mr. Barclay, which I think 
has been entirely explained away. If these are intro- 
duced, it will necessitate more explanation, and pro- 
long the case. These letters may be proved in any 
other way than by her admission. I do not make 
any point as to the contents of the letter. Your 
honor understands the ruling of the United States 
Court upon the subject of the comparison of hand- 
writings. 

Mr. Hurrox: When the witness went on the stand, 
she went there voluntarily, and she went there for 
every purpose. - 

Tur Court: That raises the point whether you can 
ask her a question on cross-examination which will . 
criminate her. It is the duty of the court to inform 
the witness that she need not answer any questions 
criminating herself. A 

Mr. Hurron: If she had remained off the stand, 
we could not even hav referred to the fact that she 
did not go upon the stand ; but if she goes upon the 
stand it is for every purpose. 

Tue Court: If the rule did not apply in this case, 
there never would be any occasion for applying the 
rule. It would exclude a witness from the stand 
entirely; no matter what he might hav to say in ex- 
culpation, you could violate the rule by compelling 
him to state something else. 

The court called upon Mr. Barclay to identify the 
handwriting. 

Mr. Barcray: That is her handwriting. It is a let- 
ter addressed to myself. 

Mr. Jordan identified his writing upon the letter. 

The letter was read in evidence. 


Q. You bav spoken of a correspondence with a man by 
ve name of Heywood. Is he the editor of the Word? A. 

es, Sir. 

Q. You spoke of his having inserted some communication 
of yours in his paper. Is this the communication? A. Yes, 
that is the article; he published it without any knowledge 
(The article from the Word read in evidence.) 


Henry M. Parkhurst, affirmed, and examined by 
Mr. Chamberlain. b: 


Q. Whntis your business? A. I am a law stenographer. 

Q. What do you know of the papers referred to in this 
indictment? A. xo pir the liberal construction to the term 
*" knowledge” would require an answer too long to spread 
upon the record, but I know that I wrote as author or editor 
probably all this type-written matter. I recognize a portion 
of the written matter; but there are two or three written 
papers I hav never seen before. (Testimony objected to as 
irrelevant. Objection sustained.) — . 


Mr. Chamberlain asked that the testimony should 
be received as from an expert. The court excluded 
expert testimony. 

Q. Are these papers intelligible as read to the jury? A. I 
do not believe the jury could possibly understand them as 
they were read, although the witnesses appeared to intend to 
read them fairly. They would not only be unintelligible, 
*but would convey a false impression, as read. : 

Q. Did Mrs. Slenker know the character of this matter? 
Objection offered and sustained. (No cross-examination.) 

Albert Ohavannes was called to testify with regard 
to the correspondence, but his testimony was ex- 
cluded. Testimony closed. 

F. B. Hutton, Esq., addressed the jury on behalf 
of the prosecution. 

Charles A. Heerman, Esq., addressed the jury on 
behalf of defendant. 

Edward W. Chamberlain, Esq., followed on behalf 
of the defendant. : 

Charles A. Ronald, Esq., closed the argument for 
the defendant. 

THE JUDGE'S OHARGE. 
GENTLEMEN OF THE Jury: The court givs you these in- 
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structions, and it will be your duty to be guided by the in- 
structions the court give you. 

' The court instructs you that the questions you are to de- 
termin are: 


1. Are the writings, papers, printings, and publications. 


alleged in the indictment to hav been knowingly deposited in 
the mail, for mailing and delivery, by the defendant, of an 
obscene, lewd, or lascivious character. : 

2. Did the defendant deposit or cause to be deposited in 
the mail, for mailing and delivery, such obscene, lewd, and 
lascivious writings, papers, printings, and publications. 

The test of obscenity within the meaning of the statute 
under which this prosecution is had, is whether the tendency 
of the matter sent through the mail is to deprave or corrupt 
the morals of those whose minds are open to such influences 
and inte whose hands writings, papers, prints, and publica- 
tions of this kind may fall; and “lewd” means having a 
tendency to excite lustful thoughts. 

You are further instructed that if you believe from the 
evidence that the said writings, papers, and publications 
were sent through the mail by the defendant as charged in 
the indictment, and were of an obscene, lewd, or lascivious 
character, then the object or purpose for which they were 
sent is not a matter for your consideration. -No matter what 

' the motiv. or purp'se for which they were sent, whether 
in the real or supposed interest of science, philosophy. or 
morality, if they are of an obscene character, you should find 
the defendant guilty. i ' 

The defendant is presumed to know the character of the 
matter proved by the government to hav been mailed by her 
to Barclay and McAfee, the government's witnesses. 

You are instructed that the detection of crime by means of 
test or decoy letters is allowable under the law; that the wit- 
nesses Barclay and McAfee were justified in resorting to this 
means to discover the violations of the postal laws, and thcir 
testimony is not to be discredited because they hav resorted 
to this frequent, and frequently indispensable, mode of. de- 
tecting crime. Their testimony is entitled to the same weight 
88 that of other witnesses, subjected, of course, to the same 
tests as to its truthfulness. : 

1f on the whole of the evidence you believe that the writ- 

ings, papers, and publications charged in the indictment to 
hav been deposited in the mail, for mailing and delivery, by 
the defendant, were so deposited by her and were of an ob- 
‘scene, lewd, or lascivious character, it will be your duty to 
find her guilty. If, however, on the consideration of the 
whole evidence in the case, you hav a reasonabie doubt as to 
the guilt of the defendant, you must find her not guilty. 


The jury retired, and shortly afterward returned 

and rendered a verdict of guilty. 
. Novemser 3p. 

Mr. Ronald moved in arrest of judgment on the 
ground of the misjoinder of the two counts in the 
indictment. E 

Mr. Chamberlain also moved in arrest of judgment 
upon the ground that the indietment alleges in the 
form of the statute that the defendant did unlawfully 
and knowingly deposit or cause to be deposited in the 
mail, ete., certain lewd and lascivious writings, ete., 
and that the indictment is fatally defectiv in contain- 
ing no allegation that the defendant knew that the 
matter so deposited was obscene. 

Mr. Chamberlain cited authorities, especially that 
of the Commonwealth vs. Boynton in the Supreme 
Court of Massachusetts, and the case of Carll in the 
Supreme Court of the United States, reported in 15 
Otto. 

After a long debate and citations of authority, the 
court adjourned until Friday. 

UE . NOVEMBER ÁTH. > 

. The court granted the motion in arrest of judg- 
ment, delivering the opinion printed last week, and 
discharging Mrs. Slenker.from custody. 
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Infidels Only Are on.the Safe Side. 

Our Christian friends are terribly exercised in our 
behalf because we hav:no faith or hope of heaven, 
and they tell us that if our future is assured, they 
are doubly:secure. They are:on the safe side. But, 
like nearly all the assertions of Christians in regar 
to their religion, this is not true. They labor under 
a: grave error, a fatal mistake; in the language of 
Jesus, they “do-err, not knowing the scriptures, nor 
the: power of God” (Matt. xxii, 29). For if Christ's 
own declarations are reliable, if his most solemn and 
positiv assurances can be depended on, then it is the 


Infidels, and. not the professors of Christianity, who | 


.&re sure of heaven, who are on the safe side. Not 
Christian profession of faith, but Liberals’ good lives 
are the passport to heaven. Read his own words 
(Matt. xxv, 31-41): - 

-When the.son of man shall. come in his glory, and all the 
holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of 
his glory.: and before him shall be gathered all nations: and 
he’ shall: separate them one from another, as a shepherd 
divideth his sheep from the goats: and he shall set the sheep 
on his:right hand, but the goats on the left. Then shall the 
king say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of 

_ my father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world: for I was an hungered, and ye 
gave me meat : I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a 
stranger, and ye took me in: naked, and ye clothed me: I 
was sick, and ye Visited me: I was in prison, and ye came 
.unto me. Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, 
Lord, when saw. we thee an hungered, and fed thee? or 


thirsiy,and gave thee drink? When saw we thee a stranger, 


.ahd took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? Or when 
saw we thee sick, Or in prison, and came unto thee? And 
the king shall answer and say unto them, Verily, I say unto 
you, inasmuch as ye hav done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye hav done it unto me. Come, ye 
blessed of my father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world. ; 


Christ here declares that the test of a right to 
dwell forever in heaven is not faith, not, Did you 
believe the Bible? did you keep the Sabbath or 
. Sunday? did you believe in the trinity? were you 

.Sprinkled poured, or immersed? did you believe in 


how terrible their doom. Hear Christ's own words: 


into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of 
my father which is in heaven. 
day. Lord, Lord, hav we not prophesied in thy name? and 


(Matt. vii, 21; 92, 28). 


for the devil and his angels (Matt. xxv, 41). 


savior has decreed against you. 


side ! 
kind with love of right, love of truth, love to each 
other, and with & spirit of fidelity to duty. Learn 


total depravity and the immaculate conception? in 
apostolic succession and the literal six days’ theory 
of creation? did you believe in purgatory and eternal 
burning in hell-fire of all, however good, true, noble, 
useful lives they led, who disbelieve any of these 
things? l 

No; strange, but true, Christ says not one word 


of “ What did you believe?” but 


* What did you do?" 
Did you do justice, love mercy, make all around 


you happy? 


Yes! 
Then come, ye blessed of my father. 
But, alas! for the Christian professors, how sad, 


Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter 
Many will say to me in that 


in thy name cast out devils? and in thy name done many 
wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I 
never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity 


Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlastjng fire, prepared 


O Christian friends, be warned in time! Make 
haste to flee the wrath—thé dreadful doom your 
Oh, come! Come, 
while yet you hav time! Come on the right side! 
Come on the Infidel rock of truth—the only safe 
Unite with us in the endeavor to inspire man. 


what is right, here and now, and do it! Giv liberally 


of your means to -diffuse the light of science and 
positiv knowledge, and thus help dispel the dark 


mists of error, ignorance, and superstition. Soothe 
the sorrows of the afflicted, help the needy, and 


afford means of employment for the body and culti- 
vation of the mind. 


Liv lives of love, instead of making loud profes- 


sions of faith; practice justice and mercy in lieu of 
forms and ceremonies; and, above all, constantly 
endeavor to promote the happiness and the welfare 
of those around you, instead of loudly praying to a 


God to do it for you. Do this, and in this world 


or any other you will be on the right, THE ONLY SAFE 


SIDE. C. B. Reynoxps. 
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Retribution. 
Max 4, 1886. 
1. 
An empty cart in a public square, 
« A throng of the discontented there; 
Orators tell of a class oppressed, 
Of a wrong and a grievance to be redressed. 


It. 
A charge and a hundred-throated curse : 

“ In the name of the law, disperse, disperse!” 
A dozen guiltless victims fall : 
"Neath brutal club and pistol-ball. 


: HI. 

A flash, a boom! and a cloud of smoke; 
The aggressors stagger before the stroke; 
Dead and dying, are borne away.— 
Who'll hang for the murder done this day ? 


Novsunzz 11, 1887. 
I. 
Tried and convicted. "The rabble cry, 
“A life for a life! Lo, crucify !?- 
The true assassin cludes their fangs, 
But what is the odds so some one hangs? 


Il. 

Four men stand under the gallows high; 
All are Anarchists, let them die. 

Four corpses swing in the morning breeze: 
Engel and Parsons, Fischer and Spies. 


IH. : 

** A life for a life” the rabble cried; 
"Tis done, and the rabble are satisfied, 
Blood for blood! But who can say 
Who’ll hang for the murder done this day? 


———949——————— 


: Unity, Harmony, Action. 


Wishing to tender thanks to many noble friends 
who hav assured me of their earnest ccoperation— 
the mail daily bringing words of hearty commenda- 
tion—I take this opportunity to acknowledge their 
kind encouragement. Old disagreements appear for- 
gotten, the hatchet buried, the pipe of peace passed 
round, our ranks closing up rapidly with sincere 
workers, willing to march forward, even to the un 
equal combat with established error, that our stand- 
ard of reason, truth, and justice may find a firmer 
resting-place. This is as it should be. Everywhere 
throughout the length and breadth of the land Lib- 
erals should arouse to the importance of our de- 
mands, and organize for united action. We want the 
help of all None should stand aloof. The Nine 
Demands are the basis of work; but their supporters 
may hav a number of other articles in their creed. 
They may believe in & variety of methods; all the 
Ameriean Seeular Union asks is tbat they subscribe 
to these plain, simple Jeffersonian demands, forming 


the very sustructure upon which our republic is 
founded, the true American idea. ` 

Every man and woman who balieves in intellectual 
liberty should aid us; ail who believe in a govern- 
ment of the people, as against that of the gods; 
everyone who aspires to establish human happiness, 
should unite with us in overthrowing the reign of 
bigotry and superstition in the state. 

With our enemies (the National Reform Asso- 
ciation) persistently and insidiously working, thor- 
oughly organized, ever unscrupulous in methods, it 
behooves us to lay aside all trivial disagreements, and 
unflinchingly formulate our demands and carry into 
execution the work we hav outlined. This can only 
be accomplished by a concerted, concentrated, homo- 
geneous alliance. 

We do not lack talent for this achievement, for the 
Liberal legions are ablaze with brilliancy and genius; 
poets and philosophers, orators and authors, states- 
men and scientists, lending luster to our cause and 
stamping it preéminently the intellectual movement 
of the nineteenth century. : a 

Shall a cause so nob'e of purpose, so richly en- 
dowed, so ably equipped, so gallantly led as this has 
been, be permitted to suffer defeat for need of a few 
dollars or through the disintegration of disunity ? 
Rather, shall it not attain a power that thrills the 
body politic, molding the masses to & conception of 
the justice and arousing them to a speedy enforce- 
ment of our demands ? 

Our Liberal] papers hav nobly responded to the 
work of the recent Congress. They are conducted 
by self-sacrificing men, of marked ability, who could 
hav grown rich in simulating hypocrisy, or powerful 
in forging intellectual chains. They stand as men- 
tors of our movement. Their indorsement is a cer- 
tain precursor of success. 

Our Liberal lecturers—the pioneers of freedom— 
are proposing plans for the future, and I hav received. 
assurances of their cooperation: 

Let me congratulate you upon your election as secretary - 
to the Union. The right man in the right place. I trust 
Secularism will make rapid progress during the coming 


year. I shall do all I can for the Union. 
Yours always, 


Cras. Warts. 


Prof. W. S. Bell, of this city, has personally given 
his assurance of hearty coóperation and good-will. 

C. B. Reynolds writes: 

We want every live worker to feel an interest in the par- 
ent society. If in any wav I can be of use to fur- 
ther the interests of the American Secular Union, command 
me. Let us all pull together for the greatest good to th 
greatest number. ; 


In another letter: . 


Believe me ever ready and. glad to do anything in my 
power to help you in your arduous and unthankful position, 
relyiog on your courage and devotion to carry you through. 


Mr. Green, of the Z'reethinkers Magazine, says: 


The resolutions I like very much. They are right to the 
point. Just what I havalways claimed, that we should con- 
fine ourselvs to the Nine Demands. For the years I worked 
for the League, I said, ‘I don’t care what hobby you hav on 
hand. only leave it outside the League movement," "m 
You ask if I will aid in the work. I answer, Yes, if you 
will work for Secularization, pure and simple. If you hon- 
estly adopt that course. you will deserve the coöperation of 
everyone who believes that church and state should be for- 
ever separate in this country. 

Let our lecturers never forget that the fundamental 
basis of all Liberal propaganda is separation of 
church and state. If they do not work for this end, 
their seed will be sown on barren ground. With 
this all scientific progressiv issues may be combined, 
but the real, necessary, honest, vital work is that 
which tends to sgecularizs the government. In every 
community enthusiasm should be aroused and inter- 
est created. With every step gained the field broad- 
ens, intelligence is disseminated, and the demand for 
Liberal speakers increased, so that practically in 
aiding the American Secular Union each lecturer is 
more effectivly working for himself. Wherever he 
takes the trouble to organize a Secular Union, there 
he will ever hav a friendly fortress. If Liberals wero 
better organized; if Freethinkers were united; if 
everyone who recognizes the justice of our Demands 
were enrolled under the Union, there would be plenty 
of profitable employment for every lecturer in the 
field. This, then, my friends, is what I wish you 
Liberal lectures wou'd do. Plant our standard in 
the shape of a new Union in every place that you 
visit, At least, prevail on all to become members, 
if not of a local organization, at least by an annual 
membership in the national organization. Let 
those who propose to aid in furthering the Nine 
Demands stand up l ke man and be counted. 

Your secretary is willing and eager to work. You 
must sustain him, for it will take the united, harmo- 
nious efforts of all to crown with success the labors 
“we hav laid out for the year. 

Assured of the Liberal lecturers’ moral support 
and sympathy, shal] we count on the generous finan- 
cial aid of the great Liberal host? 

However much we may hav disagreed in the past, 
let us determin that in the present one grand, inspir- 
ing purpose shall animate us to push forward to vic- 
tory the cause of universal mental liberty. 

E. A. Srevens, Secretary A. S. U. 
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Communications. 


The Bible of Nature; or, The Principles of 
: Secularism. 
A CONTRIBUTION TO THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE. 
BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 

Author of “Physical Education,” “The Secret of the East,” etc. 


IV.—Ossective Maxims. 
OHAPTER XVII.—RECREATION. 
A.— Lessons of Instinct. 


The indoor occupations of civilized life imply the 
necessity of providing artificial substitutes for the 
opportunities of physical exercise, which men in.a 
state of nature can find abundantly in the course of 
such healthful pursuits as hunting, fishing, and prim- 
itive agriculture. For similar reasons civilization 
ought to compensate the lost chance of outdoor 
sports which only the favorites of fortune can afford 
to combine with the exigencies of city life. To the 
children of nature life is a festival; outdoor recrea- 
tions, exciting sports, offer themselves freely and 
frequently enough to dispense with artificial supple- 
ments; but the dreariness of workshop life makes 
those substitutes & moral as well as physical neces- 
sity. Under the influence of unalloyed drudgery the 
human soul withers like a plant in a sunless cave, 
and weariness of heart reacts on the body in a way 
analogous to the health-undermining effect of sorrow 
and repeated disappointment. To the unbiased 
judgment of our pagan forefathers the necessity of 
providing city dwellers with opportunities for public 
recreation appeared, indeed, as evident ‘as the neces- 
sity of counteracting the rigors of the higher latitudes 
with contrivances for a supply of artificial warmth. 
The cities of ancient Greece had weekly and monthly 
festivals, besides the yearly reunions of competing 
athletes and artists, and once in four years the 
champions of the land met to contest the prize of 
national supremacy in the presence of assembled 
millions. Hostilities; even during the crisis of civil 
war, were suspended to insure free access to the 
plains of Corinth, where the Olympic Games were 
celebrated with a regularity that made their period 
the basis of chronological computation for a space of 
nearly eight hundred years. When Rome became 
the capital of the world, the yearly disbursements for 
the subvention of free public recreations equaled the 
tribute of a wealthy province. There were free race 
courses, gymnasia, music halls, and wrestling-ring ; 
free public baths and magnificent amphitheaters for 
the exhibition of free dramatic performances, gladia- 
torial combats, and curiosities of art and natural his- 
tory. Every proconsul of a foreign province was 
instructed to collect wild animals and specimens of 
rare birds and reptiles ; every triumphator devoted a 
portion of his spoils to a celebration of free circenses 
— “circus games’”—by no means limited to the 
mutual slaughter of prize fighters, but including 
horse races, concerts, trials of skill, and new arts. 
It would be & mistake to suppose that the liberality 
of such establishments offered a premium on idleness. 
The immense increase of the metropolitan population 
justified the constant extension of that liberality, but 
even after the erection of permanent amphitheaters 
the vigilance of public censors discouraged mendi- 
cancy ; the complaints of wives, creditors, and land- 
lords against habitual idlers were made the basis of 
penal proceedings, and from the total appropriations 
for the support of free municipal institutions, the 
overseers of the poor deducted considerable sums 
for purposes of public charity. 

Nor did the citizens of the metropolis monopolize 
the privilege of free public amusements. At the time 
of the Antonines not less than fifty cities of Italy 
alone had amphitheaters of their own, and the 
smallest hamlet had at least a palaestra, where the 
local champions met every evening for a trial of 
strength and skill. 

m B.— REWARDS OF OONFORMITY. 

The alternation of day and night should reveal the 
truth that nature is averse to permanent gloom. 
Sunlight is a primary condition of all nobler life, and 
only ignorance or basest selfishness can doom a child 
of earth to the misery of toil uncheered by the sun- 
rays of recreation. For even enlightened selfishness 
would recognize the advantages of the pagan plan. 
The passions of personal ambition burnt then as 
fiercely as now, but the Roman world-conquerors 
thought it wiser, as well as nobler, to share their 
spoils with the soldiers who had fought their battles, 
with the workmen who had reared their castles, with 
the neighbors who had witnessed their triumphs. 
The very slaves of Greece and Rome were indulged 
in periodic enjoyments of all the luxuries fortune had 
bestowed upon their masters; at the end of the 
working-day menials and artisans forgot their toil 
amidst the wonders of the amphitheater, and neither 
their work nor their work-givers were the worse for 
it. The promise of the evening cheered the labors 
of the day; minds frequently unbent by the relaxa- 
tion of diverting pastimes were less apt to break 


under the strain of toil, less liable to yield to the 
temptation of despondency, envy, and despair. 
During the last four weeks of his Egyptian cam- 
paign Napoleon relieved the tedium of eamp-life by 
a series of athletic games and horse-races, and thus 
succeeded in sustaining the spirit of his troops under 
hardships which at first threatened to demoralize 
even his veterans. For similar purposes and with 
similar success, Marshal Saxe indulged his men in a 
variety of exciting sports, and Captain Kane found 
dramatic entertainments the best prophylactic 
against the influence of a monotonous diet combined 
with an average temperature of fifty degrees below 


| zero. Captain Burton ascribes the longevity of the 


nomadic Arabs to their habit of passing their even- 
ings as cheerfully as their stock of provisions and 
anecdotes will permit, and it is a suggestive circum- 
stance that the joy-loving aristocracy of medieval 
France could boast a surprising number of octogen- 
arians, and that the gay capitals of modern Europe, 
with all their vices, enjoy a better chance of longev- 
ity than the dull provincial towns. 

0.—PERVERSION. 

The suprstition which dooms its votaries to a 
worship of sorrow has for centuries treated pleasure 
and sin as synonymous terms. In the era of the 
Caesars the licentious passions of a large metropolis 
gave that asceticism a specious pretext; but its true 
purpose was soon after revealed by the suppression 
of rustic pastimes, of athletic sports, and at last, even 
of the classic festival which for centuries had assem- 
bled the champions of the Mediterranean nations on 
the isthmus of Corinth. With a similar rancor of 
bigoted intolerance the Puritans suppressed the 
sports of “merry old England,” and their fanatical 
protests against the most harmless amusements 
would be utterly incomprehensible if the secret of 
Christian asceticism had not been unriddled by the 
study of the Buddhistie parent-dogma. The doc- 
trine which the apostle of Galilee thought it wisést 
to veil in parables and metaphors, the Indian mes- 
siah of anti-naturalism reveals in its ghastly naked- 
ness as an attempt to wean the hearts of mankind 
from their earth-born loves and reconcile them to the 
alternative of annihilation—'' Nirvana”—the only 
refuge from the delusions of a life outweighing a 
single joy by a hundred sorrows. Not life only, but 
the very instincts of life were to be suppressed, to 
prevent their revival in new forms of re-birth; and in 
pursuit of that plan the prophet of Nepaul does not 
hesitate to warn his disciples against sleeping twice 
under the same tree, to lessen the chance of undue 
fondness for any earthly object whatever. The in- 
dulgements of life-endearing desires, that creed de- 
nounced as the height of folly and recommended 
absolute abstinence from physical enjoyments as the 
shortest path to the goal of redemption. In its prac- 
tical consequences, if not in its theoretical signifi- 
cances, the same principle asserts itself in the doc. 
trine of the New Testament, and justified the dread 
of the life-loving pagans in realizing the stealthy 
growth of the Galilean church, and anticipating the 
ultimate consequences of that gospel of renunciation 
whose ideal of perfection was the other-worldliness of 
an earth-despising fanatic. More or less consciously, 
the suppression of earthly desires has always been 
pursued as the chief aim of Christian dogmatism; 
the “world” has ever been the antithesis of the 
Christian kingdom of God, the “flesh” the irrecon- 
cilable antagonist of the regenerate soul. Hence that 
rancorous fury against the “ worldliness” of natural- 
ism, against the pagan worship of joy, against the 
modern revivals of that worship. Hence the grief of 
those “ whining saints who groaned in spirit at the 
sight of Jack in the Green;" hence the crusade 
against Haster-fires, May-poles, foot-races, country 
excursions, round-dances, and picnics; hence the 
anathemas against the athletic sports of ancient 
Greece and the entertainments of the modern theater. 

D.—PENALTIES OF NEGLECT. 

Wherever the fanatics of the Galilean church have 
trampled the flowers of earth, the wasted gardens 
have been covered with a rank thicket of weeds. 
Outlawed freedom has given way to the caprice of 
despots and the license of crime; outraged common 
sense has yielded to the vagaries of superstition; the 
suppression of healthful recreation has avenged itself 
in the riots of secret vice. The history of alcoholism 
proves that every revival of asceticism has been fol- 
lowed by an increase of intemperance, as inevitably 
as the obstruction of a natural river-bed would be 
followed by an inundation. When the convent-slaves 
of the Middle Ages had been deprived of every 
chance of devoting a leisure hour to more healthful 
recreations, neither the rigor of their vows nor the 
bigotry of their creed could prevent them from 
drowning their misery in wine. When the Puritans 
of the seventeenth century had turned Scotland into 
an ecclesiastic penitentiary, the burghers of the 


Sabbath-stricken towns sought refuge in the dream- || 


land of intoxication. The experience of many cen- 
turies has, indeed, forced the priesthood of southern 
Europe to tolerate Sunday recreations as a minor 
evil. In Spain the bull-rings of the larger cities 
open every Sunday at 2 r.m. In Italy the patronage 
of Sunday excursions and Sunday theaters is limited 


only by the financial resources of their patrons. In 

France Sunday is by large odds the gayest day - 
in the week.. In the large cities of Islam the muftis ` 
eonnive at Sunday dances and Sunday horse-races; 
and as a consequence a niuéh less. pardonable abuse. 
of holidays is far rarer in southern Europe than © 
in the cities of the Sabbatarian north, the consump- . 
tion of Sunday: intoxicants being larger. in Great 

Britain than in France, Austria, Spain, Portugal, and ` 
Italy taken together. Climatic causes may have 

their share in effecting that difference; another 

cause was revealed when the followers of Ibn Hanbal 

attempted to enforce the asceticism of their master - 
upon the citizens of Bagdad. Ibn Hanbal, the Mo- 
hammedan Hudibras, used to travel from village to 
village, with a horde.of bigots, breaking up dance- 
houses, upsetting -the tables. of: the confectionery . 
pedlers; pelting flower-girls, and thrashing musicians, 
and when the revolt of a provincial city resulted in.. 
the death of the “reformer,” his fanatical followers 
assembled their fellow-converts from all parts of the 
country, and raided town after town, till they at last 
forced their way into the capital of the caliphate. . 
The. recklessness of their zeal overcame all resistance, ' 
but the completeness of their triumph led to a rather . 
unexpected result... Every play-house of the metrop- 

olis was not only closed, but utterly demolished; | 
musicians were jailed; dance-girls were left to choose 

between instant flight and crucifixion ; showmen were- 
banished from all publie streets; but the dwellings 

of private citizens were less easy. to control, and - 
those private citizens before long evinced a passionate ` 
and ever-increasing fondness for intoxicating drinks. . 
Eiders. of the. mosque were seen wallowing in their 
gutters, howling blasphemies that would have: 
appalled the heart of the toughest Giaour;.dig- 

nitaries of the green turban staggered along under 

the weight of a wine-skin, or. waltzed about in imita- 

tion: of the exiled ballet performers. The Hanbalites 

convoked -tri-weekly, and at last daily, prayer-meet- : 
ings, but: things went from bad.to worse, till a 

counter-revolution finally restored the authority of : 
the old city government, and the flight of the fanatics 

was attended with a prompt decrease both of spiritual 

and:spirituous: excesses. s 

. E.—REFORM. — 

The predictions of our. latter-day augurs would 
seem to indicate that the civilization of the Caucasian 
race is drifting’ toward Socialism; but a modern 
philosopher reminds us.that “a reform, however. 
great, is apt to come out in a different shape from . 


that predicted by:the reformers.” The citizens of the. . 


coming republic will probably waive their. claim to: 
free government lunch-houses and similar “ estab- : 
lishments for preventing the natural penalties of 
idleness,” but they will most ‘decidedly protest 
against government interference with the legitimate : 
rewards of industry. Even now, few sane persons ': 
ean realize the degree of ignorance that enabled.the : 
clergy of the Middle Ages to fatten on the proceeds 
of witchcraft trials and heretic hunts, and the time 
may be near when our children will find it. difficult 
to ‘conceive the degree of infatuation that could 
induce their forefathers to sacrifice their weekly : 
leisure-day at the bidding of brainless and heartless 
bigots. Drudgery will perhaps continue the hard 
task-master of the working-week; but the Sundays 
of the future will be as free as the light of their sun. 
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Lexicography. 


Goopy-Goopy.—Having never seen a definition of this 
word, I suggest the following: A goody-goody is & man 
- who has no faults of his own to worry about, and so is able 
to devote his time and thoughts to the faults of others. 

PX c ig SE W. H. BENSON. 


-ownership is opposed to equal rights. 


The Land Question. 
The world is in commotion. The nations of 
Europe are armed for war, &nd men in all civilized 
lands are combining to secure greater advantages. 
Property isthecause of all the strife. Therulers covet 
territory, the people covet land and wealth. How 
is it that one has come to possess so much more than 
another, that a few hav property and multitudes hav 
none? The history of land ownership shows that 
development in all countries has proceeded in the 
direction of ownership by the tribe, village, family, 
and individual. Rome began with allotments of one 
and one-fourth acres to each family, and ended with 
large estates which corrupted the owners, enslaved 
and degraded the people, and caused the downfall of 
Rome. The natural right of all to participation 
in the soil, always recognized at first, has been lost 
by conquest and tyranny and competition. 
In Switzerland, France, Germany, and other coun- 
tries where communal systems or occupying owner- 
Ship prevail there is & marked superiority in the 
condition of the people conipared with those who 
under otherwise simular conditions labor on land 
that they do not own or securely control. 
Henry George, in 1871, published a pamphlet in 
which he advocated views about the land that had 
been proposed, among others, by Quesnay, physician 
to the king of France in the middle of the eighteenth 
century. In 1879 George brought out his book, 
“Progress and Poverty,” expanding the ideas of his 
pamphlet; at the same time A. R. Wallace, in Eng- 
land, was writing his work on “Land Nationaliza- 
tion.” These representativ men agree. substantially. 
Their contention in the main is that private owner- 
ship in iand is unjust and inexpedient, and the rem- 
edy is to substitute collectiv ownership by the state 
—the whole people—and secure virtual occupying 
ownership to those who desire to use land. The 
arguments on the injustice of private ownership are 
that productiv labor is the only title to property, 
and that land is limited in quantity. 
The value of land is created by society. Private 
It leads to 
poverty. If one hundred people were on an island, 
and one owned the land, ninety-nine would be his 
slaves in fact, if not in name. To sécure this change 
George approves of confiscation. The land has been 
stolen, and may be taken back, and the robbers may 
be grateful that they do not hav to restore past 
profits. But he only proposes confiscation of rent, 
taxing lands to the full value of their annual rental. 
Wallace favors giving annuities to landowners and 
heirs through three lines. Others say let no unborn 
child inherit anything. Mineral lands might yield 
part profit to present owners and half as much to 
the next heir. 
. All agree that taxation should be placed wholly on 
the land, and that if the state secured rent no other 
taxes would be needed ; the curse of custom-house 
and excise would be abolished. Landowners would 
not lose the results of their labor. The quit-rent 
would be paid to the state, but the tenant-right 
would be paid for to the owner, and he would be 
fairly compensated for all buildings and improve- 
ments. The Socialists approve of all these ideas and 
plans, but say they are only the beginning and would 
not.cure evils alone. As rents fall wages fall. They 
say all property is robbery, and poverty will not be 
remedied save by the nationalization of all wealth— 
capital, land, and the means of production and dis- 
tribution. Rosert C. Apams. 

—————9-4$-99——————— 

Catholie Sehools in Wisconsin. 

Your comment on the case of Catholic tyranny at 
Barton, Wis., contains some good suggestions so far 
as it calls attention to the dangers that threaten our 
public school system. Butas a teacher, and one 
who is acquainted with the school system in several 
states, I fail to see any advantage in giving the 
management of the schools into the hands of town 


-officers instead of a district board. I see no reason 


why a town board might not fail in their trust just 
as well as a district board; and the penalties for 
neglect of duty might be just as severe for school 
officers a8 for town officers, 

You ask: “Shall the people of Barton right their 
wrongs under the present law?” To which I an- 
swer, Yes. The legislature of this state has made 
ample provision for such cases. 

The School Laws of Wisconsin for 1885, Section 
437, say: 

If any district shall not, at its annual meeting, or at a sub- 
sequent special meeting prior to the third Monday of No- 
vember following, vote a tax sufficient to maintain a school 
in said district for the term of six months during the ensuing 
year, the district board shall then, on or before the Wednes- 
day next following said third Monday of November, estimate 
and determin the sum necessary to be raised to maintain such 
school, and the district clerk shall forthwith certify to the 
town clerk the amount so fixed, who shall assess the same as 
other district taxes are assessed, and all school money 
received from the school fund income shall be applied exclu- 
sivly to the payment of teachers’ wages. 


In commenting upon this the state superintendent 
says: “ Not to provide for at least this amount (six 
months) is a wrong to the children deprived, and an 
injury to the public good. The district board are, 


- therefore, charged with the duty of making this pro- 


vision, if it is not done by the district. The neglect 
to do this is punishable by fine, or removal from 
office, on complaint of such neglect." 

The manner in which the board may be removed 

from office is to make a complaint to the county 
judge, as provided for in sectfon 507. 
. Certainly, someone from Barton should know this, , 
and apply the remedy. I think that if the case 
should be laid before the state superintendent there 
would be no difficulty in securing a secular school. 

Pittsville, Wis. Gro. H. Dawes. 


News and Notes. 

Farmdale, or Kinsman, O., was settled over half 
a century ago by Connecticut Puritans, and it dis- 
plays the somewhat elegant stupidity of this ancient 
orthodox community. It is a beautiful country, with 
noble farm buildings, broad, fruitful fields, and mag- 
nificent groves, It is well known that the Con- 
necticut pilgrim has a good deal of unction in the 
making of money, especially when Nature smiles 
upon him; and he has succeeded admirably amid 
these fertil lands. Forty years ago they imported a 
couple of carpenters from the Nutmeg state in order 
to build a meeting-house in the exact Puritanic 
style. There was no deviation from the saintly 
pattern; and when I looked upon the cumbrous 
structure, with its white wall and green blinds and 
massiv steeple, I thought I was on the hills of New 
England, where the quaint village church is mingled 
with my earliest associations. The ghost of my 
father’s faith haunted the atmosphere. 

However, there are bright spirits in this orthodox 
land, and the breath of progress beats upon the old 
meeting-house.. Our workers are few in this com- 
munity, but they are intelligent and enthusiastic. 
Friend Brockway is one of those who always keep in 
the harness, and he is bound to do his part to keep 
the world g-moving. He has the gift of persistency, 
and an'unqualified faith in Freethought. 

Daniel Burns, veteran, yet still youthful in his 
feeling, took me over the wide hills to the home of 
Emery Thompson, who also, for years, and almost 
alone at times, has been the representativ of our 
cause. He is on a vast eminence, and for miles 
around beautiful views can be seen of the well culti- 
vated and richly producing harvest lands, now lumi- 
nous in the atmosphere of the first days of the Indian 
Summer. His wife and children are all ardent Lib- 
erals, and it was a delight to gather about this fire- 
side where the Promethean flame is mingling. 

In the evening shade I came to the hospitable 
home of Daniel Burns, hewn by himself out of the 
forest primeval. Friend Burns is the architect of his 
fortune. His wife and children, and grandchildren 
too, are stanch allies in the grand army of humanity. 
I had the pleasure of meeting here Mr. and Mrs. Ad- 
dison Eberhart, of Greenville, who are also in our 
pioneer ranks. F. F. Root, Henry Root, and Dewitt 
Root are young men engaged in extensiv business, 
but not afraid to take an open and prominent stand 
for Freethought. It was in their hall that I deliv- 
ered the lectures, one of the finest and largest in the 
state. 

C. S. Darrell studied for the Unitarian ministry, 
but was too radical for that and went into business. 
He had brought up a large family of boys and girls, 
who are lawyers and school-teachers in influential 
positions, and are bright representativs of their 
father’s advanced and cultivated thought. 

Besides ‘these are Mrs. Mary Clisbe, Secretary of 
the Secular Union; Miss Martha Brockway and 
Wendell Brockway, of Jamestown ; Marvin Dean, of 
Wayne, who came with a whole wagon-load of Free- 
thinkers ; David Matson, of Lindenville; E. York 
and wife, Wm. Coe, George Cole, O. E. Henry, San- 
ford Terrell, Edward Brocket, Miss Susie Thompson, 
C. W. Burns, W. D. Cady, Mrs. Nora Ferrell, Mrs.Cora 
Payne, D. F. Barber, I. N. Payne, Peter Bethune, 
Merle Clisbe, E. D. Fenkell, of Andover, and others. 

So it wili be seen that even in the midst of ortho- 
doxy we hav our “merrie companie,” and the banners 
of liberty sweep the air with hope and promis. 

I gave three lectures, and there was good attend- 
ance at all. The Sunday dawned cold and gray, and 
I feared that my ten months’ campaign would close 
amid stormy weather, but the sky-king soon came 
forth in all his splendors. The afternoon was golden 
and glorious. Over the Western slope the chariot 
of flaming day departed amid magnificent pavilions 
of cloud, and over the wide scene rose the splendid 
moon, and its silvery radiance made hope and joy 
for my heart. f ; 

I spent Hallowe'en with Pittsburgh friends. The 
boys, with their little torchlight procession and 
various sorts of musical instruments, make a joyous 
racket on the streets. The nuts and candies and 
dainties were spread out for us at the residence of 
Mr. and Mrs. Abel, and all too soon I had to take 
the Atlantic express for New York. 

So the year’s work is ended, and memory now 
makes hope brighter than ever; and the work of the 
future will always be ennobled by the recollections 
of the many friends we hav met during these event- 
ful labors. Sawvzn P. Pornam. 
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TWO THINGS WANTED. 

First. We want some money from every friend who owes 
on his subscription to Trig Torta Sgexer. The balance in 
the bank from which to draw to satisfy tlie paper manufact- 
urers and the printer is very small, and we must,increase it, 
orrun in debt. Thcre are many hundreds of dollars owing 
us by subscribers, and we desire to kindJy but firmly call 
their attention to the matter. We need ihe money, and it is 
not right for them to keep it from us. We would also 
respectfully suggest to those whose subscriptions expire dur- 
ing the present month that now is the time to renew. We 
would call attention, too, to our club rates. Get a new sub- 
scriber, and so gct your own paper cheaper. 

Second. We once more ask our friends to send us the 
names of all the Infidels of their acquaintance who do not 
take Tne Trorn SEEKER. The intention is to send them 
sample copies of the paper with the hope that they may 
subscribe. 


e—a ______- 
A Leaf from History. 

Supplementary to our recent account of the persecutions 
of the sects which did pot accept Calvinism, by the Puritans 
of New England. Mr. Heston this week recalls the cruel 
treatment by the New England churches of Roger Williams, 
who inthe middle of January, 1686, was driven from Salem 
to wander in the wilderness of snow and ice between that 
town and Sowams, R. I.. now Warren, where he was received 
by tbe Indian King Massasoit. One of Roger Williams's 
worst heresies was the denial of the right of the magistrates 
to punish a breaker of the Sabbath, or other **offenses 
against God." From Church of England preacher Mr. 
Williams gradually evoluted to a true defender of liberty, 
and maintained, with the help of his Indian friends, a refuge 
for the oppressed of the Massachusetts Colony. 

— À9-—$—9———————— 
A Suggestion. 

The elections are over, and there is opportunity 
for a discussion of matters other than polities, 

We hope Freethinkers everywhere will put their 
brains at work devising the best means of advancing 
their cause. One of the best ways is by distributing 
Freethought literature and obtaining subscribers to 
Freethought journals. There are also other methods 
of great importance, and none should be neglected. 

Let us make a strong and a long pull all together 
this winter, and see if something practical cannot be 
accomplished—some one of the Nine Demands en- 
forced in some one of the states. 

—————499—9—99—— —————— 
Honest by Force of Law. 


In Tae Trora Seexer of June 11th last, we sum- 
marized the history of the attempt of the Congre- 
gationalists of Greenwich, Mass., to steal a building 
belonging to the town. The attempt was made 
because the town authorities rented the structure to 
Spiritualists and Infidels, though the Congregation- 
alists never, we believe, allowed these citizens to use 
the house, preventing the occupation by force and a 
sheriff. The facts are, briefly, these: In colonial 
times church and state were very solidly united in 
Massachusetts. The inbabitants were taxed to sup- 
port the preacher, and fined if they did not listen to 
him upon Sunday. Greenwich is a portion of the 
ancient territory of Quabbin, in the Connecticut 


valley, and was incorporated in 1754. In 1816 the 
town settled up with the parish of Quabbin, which 
until that time had attended to ecclesiastical affairs, 
and all the records and papers were transferred to 
the selectmen of Greenwich. This wiped out the 
parish. In 1823, ten years before Massachusetts 


separated church and state, Greenwich voted to |! 


“ build a new house, to be used as town-house and a 
place for public worship.” The house has been 
used, in accordance with this vote, by Calvinists? 
Methodists, Universalists, and Unitarians. The town 
has always paid the bills of the house, appointed 
committees to look after it, sold the seats therein, 
apportioned its use between the different sects, and 
on one oceasion appointed a committee to “effect a 


compromise and a more harmonious state of feeling | i 


among them.” In 1865 the Congregationalists be- 


came incorporated. In 1880 the meeting-house |f 


needed extensiv repairs, and an- offer was made 


openly in town-meeting to giv the house to the | i 


Congregationalists if they would repair it. They 
declined to receive it. The pew-rents were then 
used to repair the house, which, with private sub- 
scriptions and an additional $1,000 raised by taxa- 
tion, put it once more in substantial order. After- 
ward the town shingled it at an expense of between 
one and two hundred dollars. 

In 1883 the Spiritualists desired the use of the 
house for a Spiritualistic lecture. This was granted 
by the selectmen, but the Congregationalists blus- 
tered and threatened, and the lecture was delivered 
elsewhere. In 1885 the selectmen granted the use of 
the house for a Freethought lecture. Again the 
Calvinists interfered. They garrisoned the building 
and employed the sheriff to patrol-the grounds, and 
the lecture had to be held in the town ball. 

Immediately after this the legal fight began, the 
Congregationalists suing the town, and attaching its 
property to the amount of a thousand dollars, for 
granting the use of the house. The town had to 
respond, a meeting was called, and the Congregation- 
alists rallied their members to vote against the town 
defending itself! They were defeated, and the case 
finally landed in the supreme court, which appointed 
a master to take testimony. The matter has just 
been settled by the supreme court giving the ortho- 
dox leave to withdraw their petition. This is a mild 
way of throwing the case out of court, and leaves the 
building in exclusiv possession of the town, and sub. 
ject to its order and disposal alone. The Congre- 
gationalists, therefore, are forced to keep their hands’ 
off this property, and to be as honest as the nature 
of their religion will let them. 

— ete 
The Chicago Tragedy. 

The Chicago tragedy is over. Oscar Neebe is 
serving his fifteen years' sentence in Joliet peniten- 
tiary; Samuel Fielden and Michael Schwab hav been 
sentenced by the governor to life imprisonment 
instead of death; Louis Lingg is dead by his own 
hand; August Spies, Albert R. Parsons, Adolph 
Fischer, and George Engel were hanged on Friday, 
the 11th instant, as commanded by law. Lingg’s 
death was tragical indeed. On Thursday he placed 


-a dynamite bomb in his mouth and exploded it; tear- 


ing his face and head in a frightful manner. He 
lived but a very few hours. The sentences of 
Fielden and Schwab were commuted by Governor 
Oglesby, on the same day, Judge Gary, District- 
Attorney Grinnell, and others connected with the 
prosecution concurring. 

The efforts made in behalf of these men were 
almost unparalleled, and such as one who was merely 
a criminal could never hope to hav made in his favor. 
This case developed from a trial for conspiracy to 
murder to a contest between Society and Anarchy, a 
battle between Conservatism and Revolution. By 
superior physical force Conservatism has won. It is 
not putting it too strongly to say these men were 
sacrificed to public clamor, Jed by an unscrupulous 
press, against ^ Anarchy.” On one side were arrayed 
wealth, religion, “respectability ;” on the other, the 
dissatisfied workingmen of the country. The real 
issue of whether these men were guilty of murder 
was lost sight of. The courts had decided—on what 
everyone five years from now will consider wholly 
insufficient evidence—that they were, and that decis- 
ion was enough for the side that had force with it. 
Wealth said, Hang them. that our property may be 
secure, Religion said, Hang them; they are Infi- 
dels! Respectability said, Hang them, that we may 
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heresy: ite rife because it has been put down with 


fire, and sword, and prison?’ Everyone knows that 
these persecutions but increased the transgressors. 
Right. or wrong, when people honestly believe them- 
eelvs- persecuted, when other people believe them 
unjustly treated, their cause, good or bad, is certain 
to spread,-and adherents are certain to flock to their 
standard. This truth it is that makes the words of 
the Chicago Conservator, “Let the Anarchists liv 
that their cause may die,” the wisest advice given in | 
this case. — 

The effect of this execution is hard to determin. 
It may and it may not serve to teach the dissatisfied 
workingman that the ballot is better than bomba 
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with which to redress real or fancied grievances. 
But it can scareely do less than leave a sullen and 
bitter feeling in his heart toward those whom he 
regards as capitalistic enemies of the workingmen, 
` who hav hanged his friends solely because they were 
striving to help him. Those who hav studied well 
the known facts in the case, and taken into careful 
consideration the unknown facts, can but regard it 
as one of those cases, which history reminds us are 
ever recurring, in which justice has completely mis- 
carried and mistaken men hav thereby been lifted to 
_ the elevation of martyrs. 
——— ————-449-———————— 


What Mr. George May Learn. 


Mr. Henry George has clinched with the church 
of Rome, and been thrown. From over sixty-eight 
thousand votes, his following has been reduced to 
something like half that number. Mr. Córrigan, of 
Madison avenue, has come out ahead. : 

The trouble in this matter is that while Mr. George 
has told his Catholie land philosophers that the hie- 
rarchy is a bad political power, he has told them also 
that Catholicism itself is all right. This, to the 
whilom Tammany Hall voter, is a distinction too fine 
to be seen, or at least acted upon, for if the faith be all 
right, the church administration must be. So reason 
most Catholies, and consequently they hav stuck to 
their church instead of to Mr. George. 

But if the bald-headed prophet and the pot-bellied 
priest, as John Swinton facetiously dubs Messrs. 

"George and McGlynn, had shown, as they easily 
could, that the Catholic religion is the shield of tyr- 
anny, that the Catholic hierarchy is a vicious slave- 
holding power, and that its votaries obtain nothing 

. but slavery for their allegiance to it, then the church 
could not hav forced its emancipated followers back 
into the ranks. However, from his defeat Mr. George 
can learn one valuable lesson, and that is, to destroy 
the power of the priesthood the reformer must re- 
move the faith of the people in their superstition. : 
rt emt 
The Episcopal Cathedral. 

. The project of à new Episcopal cathedral, to be 
bigger and more magnificent than the St. Patrick’s 
Roman Catholic cathedral, is well under way. The 
site is picked out, bought, and paid for. The cathe- 
dral isto be located away up town—Morningside Park, 
110th to 123d streets, west side—on thé ground now 
occupied by the Leake and Watts orphan asylum, a 
moribund charity institution which exists principally 
to obtain state and municipal gratuities and hold on 
to land acquired by gift, now worth nearly a million 
dollars. i 

. The story of the Leake and Watts Orphan House 
runs far back in colonial times. Gen. Robt. Leake 
was a commissary of stores for the English in the 
French and Indian wars. He was one in the expedi- 
tion against Fort Duquesne, but came back to New 
York City, accumulated a fortune, and died in 
December, 1773, and was buried in Trinity church- 
yard. He left one son, John George Leake, who 
lived to be the only one of his name. He was a 
bachelor, and his feeling of loneliness became so 
oppressiv that he left his fortune to a son of his 
friend John Waits, provided the young man would 

‘take the name of Leake. Before the. intention was 
carried out the legatee died, and the elder Watts 
carried out the alternativ of the Leake will in found- 
ing an orphan house. Seven ex-officio trustees were 
named, including the mayor, the recorder, the rector 
and wardens of Trinity, and the senior ministers of 
the Dutch and Presbyterian churches of the city. 
The asylum was opened in 1843, since which time it 
has cared for only an average of thirty-four orphans 
annually. The Board of Education givs the institu- 
tion hundreds of dollars a year, it pays no taxes, 
and is a land speculating corporation, with a few 
orphans, as a basis for begging. The Leake and 
Watts asylum is a good sample of the pious 
thrift of charity managers, and the evils of 
exemption of such institutions. The land which it 
held is exceedingly valuable, and the value increases 
every year. By preserving the skeleton of a charity 
corporation, this land was held untaxed, and the 
managers could sit back in their easy-chairs and see 
the passing years pile up thousands and thousands 
of dollars to their credit. Now their time has come, 
and they can sell out for a million, put a few thou- 
sands into another building up in the country, still 
remain untaxed, and enjoy the fruits of their specula- 

tion, So much for fraud No. 1. 


‘honest ? 


Next is fraud No. 2—the Episcopal cathedral. | swindle upon a municipality than the two museums 


This is to be a great, massiv, magnificent structure, 
of no earthly use but. to please the esthetic tastes of 
a few millionaires. A ten-thousand-dollar house 
would do just as well to worship in, and the worship 
‘would hay just as much effect upon God. Such a 
house, however, will not suit our friends-of the high 


‘church: They must rival the Catholics, and hav a 


cathedral, This they will be enabled to do by hav- 
ing only the first cost of the structure to provide 
for. Does anyone suppose that if they had the taxes 
to pay on that million-dollar lot, they would hav 
bought it? Or do you imagin that if the six-million- 
dollar structure they intend to put on the lot had to 
bear its share of the cost of protecting itself, it 
would ever be built? The Episcopalians could not 
afford it, and it is only because they can swindle the 
general public through the state, county, and mu- 
nicipal officers that they are enabled to gratify their 
tastes in public worship. Is this fair, or right, or 
No one objects to any sect buying as much 
ground as it can pay for and putting thereon as gor- 
geous a structure as their pockets can stand, provid- 
ing they pay their taxes on land and building like 
anybody else. And if their religion is not worth 
what it costs to be honest, they should find one that 
is worth paying taxes on. 

And further, what is the real good of a six-million- 
dollar cathedral? Does it prove the truth of Chris- 
tianity that New York Episcopalians can spend that 
amount on a luxury? Will it get.a single additional 
soul to heaven, or keep one poor Christian from 
starving here? Does a marble building and a spire 
three hundred feet high enable us to follow Christ 
in his resurrection, or make the vicarious atonement 
scheme less unjust? With raggedness, and hunger, 
and cold, and pinching want turning thousands of 
human beings into criminals yearly; with official 
knavery of Christians filling our penitentiaries and 
populating a foreign country ; with discontent, and 
unrest, and injustice pervading the people every- 
where, and society sifting on a volcano, it seems like 
a strain from Nero's fiddle to hear a sect talk about 
building a splendid cathedral to unite all Christians, 
and thereby bring peace and brotherhood into the 
world. It is a useless and a wicked waste of money. 
If the Episcopalians desire to build something that 
shall be an honor to them and a boon to New York, 
let them put the six million dollars into improve- 
ments on Trinity’s rotten tenement houses, and giv 
the inmates comfortable places to liv and grow 


moral in. 
—_— 9 —— — — —— 


The Soapboiler's Agent. 

Mr. Anthony Comstock has popped up again, just 
as he does every year a few weeks before his society 
holds its annnal meeting. 
the firm of Knoedler & Co., art dealers at Fifth ave 
nue and Twenty-second street. The offending works 
of art consist of photographs of the paintings exhib- 
ited in the Paris Salon. It is needless to say that 
the seized pictures are not in the slightest degree 
immoral or obscene, unless every statue and painting 
of the nude is immoral and obscene. 

A hopeful sign in this case is that the daily papers 
are condemning the vice agent with vigor, and pro- 
testing that the law under which he operates was 
never meant to be so-abused. It may be that public 
sentiment will compel the soapboiler’s Man Friday to 
keep his smutty hands off works of art hereafter. 

That.is the superficial view. Those who go deeper 
into the merits of things will not be satisfied until 
the Vice Society itself shall be abolished and its 
agent and his spies deprived of all their power to 


annoy honest merchants. 
——— 99 —————————— 


Open the Museums on Sundays. 

In this city on election day, which was a holiday 
and a free day at the Metropolitan Museum, fifteen 
thousand people thronged that large building erected 
with the city's money. Three weeks ago we visited 
that institution on a free day, but & working day, 
and two hundred would hav been a large estimate of 
the attendance. These facts show that Sunday open- 
ing is imperativly needed if the museums are for the 
people, which is the plea in response to which the 
money was given for the buildings. 

Holidays are the only days these institutions are 
accessible to the vast population of the city, and 
Sundays are the oniy holidays of sufficient frequency 
to be of much use. 

In the whole wide world there is no greater 


they like with their own.’ 


This time his victim is. 


of New York, and for this swindle the hypocritical, 
tyrannical, and puritanic religion called Christianity 
is directly responsible. 

The trustees should open the doors on Sundays or 
giv back the money gained by confidence operations 
from the city, and cease begging for annual appro- 
priations. If the religious folks desire to run the 
museums, let them pay for them, and then do what 


to 
Editorial Notes. 

Tux North American Review, containing Colonel Ingersoll’a 
reply to Rev. Mr. Field, has run rapidly through five large 
editions, so great is the demand to read Ingersoll. We never 
heard that Mr. Field's open letter to the Colonel strained the 
presses any. 


Tax steamship Germanic, which arrived last Sunday, 
brought as a steerage passenger a Salvation Army preacher, 
who announced his mission to an officer of the ship to be the 
conversion of Colonel R. G. Ingersoll to Christianity. We 
await the result with interest, but without anxiety. 


Mr. P. H. Foster, who runs a nursery at Babylon, Long 
Island, is entitled to thanks for a donation of five dollars to 
the treasury of THE Terura SzzkzR. This generosity is 
prompted by admiration of the pictures which weekly illume 
these pages. May the caterpillars and worms always let Mr. 
Foster's trees alone. 


Tue Rev. Joseph O'Connell has been appointed by the 
Roman Catholic church authorities ‘defender of the matii- 
monial bond." The church decree which he must enforce is 
in relation to mixed marriages, and enjoins the agreement of 
the non-Catholic party to & contract that the marriage bond 
is indissoluble except by death, and that the children must 
be educated in the Catholic faith, even, in the event of the 
edath of the Catholic parent. 


Mz. Tuokzn, in Liberty, comes to the defense of the Gal- 
veston JVews against Taz TRuTH SEEKER. Like nearly all of 
Mr. Tucker’s arguments, the defense is weak. We did not 
blame Judge Cook for enforcing the law, for it is the tiger's 
nature to tear fiesh and drink blood, and if the people will 
insist in arming Christians with Jaws against their liberty, 
they must expect tyranny. Neither did we blame the News 
for publishing a paper on Sunday. What we criticise the 
News for is that while it upheld Sunday laws per se as just 
and right, and denounced Sunday labor as against religion 
and the interests of man, it forced its own employees to work 
on Sunday morning to finish the production of its Sunday 
issue and all day Sunday to collect the news and print the 
Monday morning edition. In other words, Mr. Belo, the 
owner, preached one thing and practiced another. This con- 
duct has a time-honored definition, and in applying it to the 
News we are justified by the facts. It is not true, as Mr. 
Tucker intimates, that the News clamored only for impartial 
enforcement of the law; it took the ground of the Sabbata- 


-rians that Sunday laws are righteous laws because religious. 


How, in the face of this advocacy by the News of Sunday 
laws, Mr. Tucker can say that ‘‘ if the political gospel which 
it [the News) preaches, day in and day out, with marvelous 
ability, were to be accepted by the people of Texas, the 
statute books of that state would soon be clear, not only of 
Sunday laws, but of almost all other laws,” we can explain 
only on the ground that an Anarchist editor considers him- 
self absolved as completely from allegiance to truth and facts 
as he would like to be from law and government.. But if the 
News had been consistent, as its defender avers, in asking 
for the impartial enforcement of the law, why did it go into 
court when the law applied to itself? Texas law permits 
the sale of papers on Sunday, but not their manufacture. 
It also provides penalties for an editor who forces his em- 
ployees to labor on Sunday. If the cry of the News for ** im- 
partial enforcement of the law ” was sincere, why, we may 
again inquire, did it resist the action of the officers who im- 
partially enforced it? We heartily agree with our Boston 
friend that the News is ** one of the most liberal papers in the 
world "-—for a daily paper; but that should not prevent us 
from pointing out an inconsistency between its editorials and 
its action. We judge a man more by his works than by his 
words, and both the works and the words of the JVews in 
this Sunday controversy are not such as a straightforward 
twenty-four-hours-in-the-day advocate of liberty can indorse. 
And Liberty should not mislead its readers by concealing the 
fact that the JVews is an advocate of Sunday laws, as well as 
aclamorer for their ** impartial enforcement ”—on everybody 
but the News. 

A ConGeREGATIONALIST minister in the neighborhood of 
Jamestown boasted in a local paper ‘‘ that there was not one 
member of his church influenced by or in sympathy with the 
doctrins of the new theology.” This led Dr. Townsend to 
ask, in print, of this confident pastor, some searching ques- 
tions, among which are the following: ''Can this be true? 
Do the good Congregationalists of Frewsburg all believe that 
the heathen, who hav never heard of Christ, peri:h everlast- 
ingly; that all the people who listen to me will burn alive 
forever in & literal or spiritual fire; that the mother who 
looks into the eyes of her little baby sees a total depravity 
which came from the fall of the first man and woman 
tempted by a learned snake; that God made the earth in six 
literal days, about six thousand years ago; that the man-made 
Augustinian and Calvinistic theology is good enough for 
them? Ask the mother who has laid under the flowers the 
form of her child who, though of accountable years, sealed 
her lips and made no sign—ask her if that child has gone 
down to the bottomless hell! Ask your more thoughtful 
people if they wonder why the latest criticism upon the 
Bibie is withheld from them ; that Doruer is uot put in their 
hand who, though greatest of orthodox scholars, says that 
the endless hell cannot be built upon the New Testamen 
word everlasting ?? 


e 
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Letters fon Sriends. 


BarzsrToN Sra, N. Y., Oct. 31, 287. 
Mr. Eprron: It is with regret that we record the death 
(Oct. 18th) of Brother John V. Arnold, an old-time subscriber 
to your valuable paper, Taz TRUTH SEEKER. Doubtless you 
remember his genial face at White Sulphur Springs. His 
last hours were peaceful, and he died in the same belief’ in 
which he lived (an avowed Atheist), having no fear of an 
angry God or his hell. Shortly before his death he told his 
wife that he did not want any parson to come and send him 
to hell after he was dead. Soa gentleman, a Spiritualist, 
from Saratoga Springs, made the address. He spoke from 
the words, ‘‘ As the tree falleth so it lieth,” and made a very 
fine address. So another good Infidel and co-worker in the 
cause of humanity has gone to his long sleep. May he rest 

in peace. Mrs. AND Mr. Wm. THORPE. 


REDDIOK, Irr., Oct. 25, 1887. 

Me. Eprron: If it were left to a vote of the people of the 
entire world, whether we would let the Christian religion 
stand, or abolish it, and lacked one vote of casting it over 
the railing of forgetfulness, I would cast that one vote, if I 
was beheaded forthwith. What is the church doing now? 
Warring with the elements of science and truth. Even in 
our present day the bigots hav arraigned one of our best 
workers and light-bearers—Mrs. Elmina D. Slenker. What 
for? Simply because she is working for the interest of hu- 
manity. 

The question is often asked, ** What can we do to prevent 
such outrages on the human family ?" 

This is what you must do: take Taz Trura SEEKER, and 
get all of your friends to take and read, that they may be 
posted, then act accordingly. C. B. HUNTER. 


Buruineron, Kan., Oct. 28, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: To my surprise the local papers say that 
Mr. Remsburg’s three lectures here ‘‘ were scholarly, n of 
thought, and masterly.” 

The opera house was packed, and a well-behaved and 
intelligent audience cheered Mr. Remsburg to the echo. I 
believe that he made a hundred converts to Liberalism, and 
the high-priests here say ‘‘the lectures hav done much 
injury, for they-will cause all the young people who heard 
them to lose faith in their mothers’ Bibles.” A splendid 
tribute. 

I confess that as a graduate of theology I did not before 
. know that the Bible was such a beastly, brutal volume as it 
is. Mr. Remsburg showed and proved to his vast audience 
that it commanded and taught everything from murder down 
to lying. 

This place is shaken up, for it was something entirely new 
to the people, for eight high-priests hav heretofore had their 
own way here, and they used the gag for argument. Rey- 
nolds and Watts and Putnam are to follow. 

Gzo H. Breraarp. 


"IN GOD WE TRUST.” 

Linooty, Irr., Nov. 4, 1887. 
` Mr. Eprror: The American twenty-dollar gold-piece has 
the above inscription. We wonder how many pious hypo- 
crits who are anxious about ‘‘ God in the Constitution” are 
willing to trust God in the payment of debts, and whether 
the grains of gold are not much better security to get a sack 
of flour with than '* God's promis” if you will only trust him 
and hav alittle faith. It appears to me that the above in- 
scription is the sum of silliness. Isit expected that God will 
redeem our money that is defaced by such a foolish sentence ? 
What can be the sense in tacking on to absolute money—a 
symbol that means cash down, no trust—so absurd a senti- 
ment as ‘‘ In God we trust?" If the sentiment was blazoned 
on all gold and silver money thus, ‘‘In Thee we trust,” it 
would be exactly the bottom sentiment of priest and church. 
History is replete with the ravages and crimes committed by 
Christian idolaters in their rapacity formoney. The inscrip. 
tion is a disgrace to an enlightened age. What would be the 
use of gold if we could all get of God on trust what we want? 

Ever yours, WINTERSET. 

ORIENT, L. I., Oct. 26, 1887. 
Desk T. S.: You continue to put in your weekly appear- 
ance regardless of the fact that my subscription has not been 
renewed. This is very kind of you, but I'm afraid you do 
yourself an injustice, as I cannot repay you in the customary 
way. The Anti-Poverty movement claims all the $3 I hav 
to spare. Ido not admire your treatment of that movement. 
Honest opposition is always welcome. It polishes truth. 
But you don't fight fair. You distort and falsify and mis- 
represent. I had almost said you lie about it. You at least 
circulate the lies of others. Besides, you are inconsistent to 
oppose it at all. It is your natural ally. ‘‘ Poverty,” says 
Mr. Putnam, ‘‘is the curse of humanity and the supreme 
problem of the day." True and more. It is the mother of 
ignorance and superstition, the pillars of the church. You 
` claim to fight the church. Why not begin at the beginning? 
You waste your time and superb talents in showing the world 
her error, hypocrisy, and vice. That was sufficiently done 
long since, yet new steeples rise all over the land. Why? 
Throned Injustice finds her useful to protect the wrongs of 
property and teach obedience to the powers that be. The 
church has long since lost all credit with the sagacious; as 
Emerson says: ‘‘ They detect the falsehood of its preaching, 
but when they say so all good citizens cry: ‘Hush; do not 
weaken the state, do not take the straitjacket off dangerous 
persons. Every honest fellow must keep up the hoax as best 
he can, and whenever he sees anything that will keep men 
amused—schools or churches, or poetry or music, or what 
not—he must cry, Hist-a-boy, and urge the game on.’” 


Suppose George dia make a blunder in not answering your 
letter, you should not make the cause of humanity suffer. 
Anyway, notwithstanding that George is working the relig- 
ious racket, his main object is directly in your line, and, 
therefore, your letter was uncalled for and impolitic. The 
Nine Demands stand no chance whatever so long as the 
church retains the powerful support of the beneficiaries of. 
the unjust and unnatural institution of Private Proverty in 
Land. 

Commend me to G. E. M., to whose pen I am indebted for 
much amusement. Wishing you were on our side, I am, 

Yours truly, P. AITKEN. 


: Moonp Crry, Minn., Oct. 30, 1887. 
Mr. Eprrog: I feel as though I owe some apology to the 
Editor of the good old paper. 
I hav, for some time, been a little ** miffed" at the small 
amount of sympathy you seemed to feel for the Labor party, 
but I hav just found out that you know more about it than 


I. A day or two age a friend placed in my hand a number | 
‘home to. shirk for himself. 


-months, when he returned, where he assisted in home du- 
ties till the 22d March, this year. 


of Henry George's paper, and I saw in a moment that the 
principles of the Labor party, as expounded to-day, rest upon 
a foundation of goody-good piety. I suppose you knew that 
all the time. : 

In the paper aforesaid was a speech by McGlynn, which 
could be slowly recited in twenty minutes, and in that speech 
the name God and its appositivs and pronouns occurs just 
forty-five times. 

I hav nothing to say about George's or McGlynn’s individ- 
ual god business, but I hav an actual prejudice against God 
as a stepping-stone to power; and it is perfectly clear to me 
that if that party goes into power it will sail in eboard the 
** Old Ship of Zion." I prefer a *' birch-bark myself. 

Seeing that I hav not bothered you for so long, I would 
like to mention anotherthing. It may please some of my old 
.antagonists to hear that the Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union persecutions all over the country hav cured me of my 
Prohibition foolishness. I hav reference to the crusade 
against Sunday recreation. It is now clear to me that the 
average Prohibitionist cares more for the man who called a 
sorrowing mother a dog than for the suffering families of 
drunkards. Yours in reconciliation, Dr. SHUOK. 


Waser Pom, Pa., Oct. 29, 1887. 

Mz. Eprror: Your notice came duly to hand, for which 

accept my thanks. You will find inclosed a check for $5— 
$3 for Tas TRUTH SEEKER one year, $1 for the defense fund 
‘of Elmina Drake Slenker, 50 cents for “ Life: a Prose Poem,” 
by Ingersoll, and for the balance you will please send me the 
address of Robert G. Ingersoll to the jurymen of Morris- 
town. I hav been looking for that address ever since it was 
delivered, and felt very sorry when I was told in Tue TRUTH 
SEEKER office, some time ago, that it might never.be pub- 
lished, and am well pleased now to know that it will be. 
Long may Robert G. Ingersoll liv that humanity may enjoy 
the golden thoughts he is so capable of expressing. 

I like Taz TRUTH SEEKER and all there is in it, although I 
cannot agree with all; and the pictures are a very pood 
feature, as the people generally look at them, and they can- 
not help getting an idea with a second’s glance. Some good 
Christians will look at the pictures and laugh and then say, 
“Oh! but ain't they wicked?” A large number of people, I 
find, will look at the pictures that would not read the paper. 
After they hav seen some of the pictures they will start to 
read and so become interested.  . 

` This is a pleasant country village, noted for not having a 
church and for the average good character of its citizens, 
but the parsons of the adjoining towns hav started a Golden 
Hour Circle here, and the scanty means of the ignorant and 
deluded are being taxed to build a church. 

D. C. Wismzr. 


ADRIAN, Mron., Oct. 28, 1887. 

Mz. Enprron: A copy of. Taz TRUTH SxEKER is before me. 
It is refreshing to me to look over its contents; although I 
do not indorse all that is said in its columns, yet I am in 
unison with the general teachings of the paper. The great 
champion of Freethought, who is now no more of earth, 
D. M. Bennett, in my opinion, was the best adapted to por- 
tray the absurdity of the Bible doctrin, especially that part 
relating to the orthodox future punishment. He was the most 
capable man living in his time, or any other period. I own 
the four volumes, ‘ A Truth Seeker Around the World.” 
Ihav read and re-read them, and still they are likely to be 
perused again by me. I always gain a little more informa- 
tion every time I look into the volumes. His persecution by 
Comstock, that dwarfed nondescript in mind—I boil over 
every time I think of it. 

The illustration on the last page of THE TRUTH SEEKER of 
Joseph, with his coat of many colors, is certainly well 
drawn. Heston must hav a stupendous imagination, for he 
has made Jo look very gaudy. The picture excites admira- 
tion mingled with awe for the character in the middle-ground. 
The two ladies at back of the tent certainly express either 
contempt or mischief. The elderly lady stands with her 
hands on her hips, with poor fool expressed in her face. 
The younger lady is more coy, and is apparently full of ad- 
miration for Jo. Joseph was of a financial turn of mind. He 
tried to cheat those who put confidence in him, and I think 
from his appearance he was something of a fop. He carries 
a dude's cane under his arm. But the nude condition of his 
legs and the cut of his garments would spoil him for a mod- 
ern dude. The picture on the front page will speak for itself. 
Of all despicable objects, a priest is the worst. "Their physi- 
ognomies, with hardly an exception, show & low and cruel 
cunning. They should one and all be banished from the face 
of the earth. 

Iwill not attempt to measure the depravity of the so-called 
saints of our present time. The essence of meanness is dis- 


. home of his birth to be welcomed by loved ones there. 
alas! he has fallen asleep now—the sleep that knows no 


| seminated here every day. Should one of the so. called 


. world’s people use a dissenting word contrary to the present 


teachings of the orthodox creeds, as taught in our churches, 
he is immediately accused of blasphemy, and is threatened 
with arrest. If you do not hold your tongue or do not con- - 
form to the ideas of your neighbor, a deacon in the church 
around the corner, you are boycotted at your place of busi- 
ness ; or if you be a day laborer, or trade at a store ori credit, 
you are told you are a heretic and not entitled to credit. 
Thus it is with those who dare to think.and act for them- 
selvs. Thanks to our great father, Nature, this arbitrary and 
ighorant feeling is growing less at every revolution of our 
planet. O. 8. BARRETT. 


Navvoo, Irr., Nov. 1, 1887. 
Mz. Eprror: Departed this life from La Junta, Col., Oct. 
24, 1887, Mr. James S. Kelly, aged 21 years 8 months 17 days. 
Deceased was born and raised at a country dwelling three 


; miles east of Nauvoo, Ill. 


At the age of 17, on a bright April morning, ‘he left his 
He remained away for seven 


Being of age in February, 
full of life and hope for the future, he went West resolved 
to make a name and fortune, hoping soon to return to the 
But 


waking. The book is closed before the story of life was fin- 


‘ished. The bough is broken off before the blossom is turned 


to fruit. He was a true Liberal. He believed in human kind- 
ness, and that he who doeth wrong shall suffer for the wrong - 
that he doeth. He believed that no good thing is failure, 
and no evil thing success. ‘He sent for and read a great many 
Liberal works, which opened a vista that expanded his 


‘thoughts and ideas, and he had the-faculty to express them 


without giving offense. Strong in his convictions and tena- 
cious of his opinions, he was, nevertheless, tolerant of spirit, , 
respectful to all, and died as he had lived. By using the 
words of Thomas Paine, I can express his sentiments clearly : 
“ The world is my country; to do good my religion.” 

His remains were expressed to Nauvoo, Ill., and were in- 
terred in the city cemetery. Ashe had often requested, no 
minister was present at his funeral, but our friend, Mr. M. 
M. Morrill, delivered an appropriate address. “J.I. C. 


Monte Vista, Cor., Nov. 8, 1887. 

Mr. Evitor: I see that friend W. F. Jamieson's answer in 
Tas TRuTH Sxzxxz to inquirers is that Liberals are scarce in 
the San Luis valley. Now, he is not posted, else we are dis- 
agreed as to what constitutes a Liberal. What I mean by 
Liberal is Infidel. Like most other places where there hav 
been no Liberal lectures, full-fledged and outspoken Liberals 
are scarce. Being outspoken and a resident here for four 
years, I find them here (counting all grades collectivly) 
almost as thick as jack-rabbits; and I think any grade is 


‘better to begin with than a .mossback, stuck-in-the-mud, 


orthodox Christian.. So I must differ with friend Jamieson ; 
for I hav sounded them. Iam as anxious to see this valley 
settled up with Liberals.as any man, and I guess Professor 
Jamieson is not less so; and if he had been posted as 
well as his friend he would hav said yes. We intend hav- 
ing him lecture here soon, and are delighted with the idea of 
having the honor and pleasure of listening to one of our 
representativ Freethought lecturers. Then I feel certain. 
that he will find that I know what I am talking about, and 
also learn something about these vapid Liberals, as he terms. 
them. 

Being anxious to advance our cause, with little effort I 
hav obtained two subscribers to Taz TRUTA SEEKER and two 
to the Boston Jnvestigator. Andrew Monson takes THE 
TRurH SEEKER, I take the Boston Investigator, and we 
exchange. I had you send THe TRUTH SEEKER on four 
months! trial to my son J. N. Powell, and he renewed with 
two years in advance and $2 for the Slenker Defense Fund. 
Nothing like getting them started, and on the heels of the 
lecture we will strike while the iron is hot. Getting Liberals 
interested is the rub. If they will read they will support 
the cause. If we can hav lectures they wiil read. This 


valley merits all the praise that has been said of it, and, like .- 


Jamieson, I don’t want Christians to get too much of it. 
I will just say to all Liberals who favor the idea of forming 
a Liberal colony here, come right along, or correspond with 
W. F. Jamieson, and he will help fix things up all O. K. 
T. L. Powzir. 


CoviNGToN, Ga., Oct. 81, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: It is with pleasure I inclose $2 for the 
renewal of my subscription to THE TRUTH SEEKER, and I must 
say there is no paper I take the reading of which affords me . 
more pleasure. I cannot conceive how any Liberal who 
desires to keep abreast of the times, and who wishes to be 
renewed occasionally with the unction of the spirit that fired 
the hearts of Voltaire, Paine; Hume, Jefferson, and the 
Patriot Emmet, as well as the hero of Ticonderoga, to de- 
clare for the right of mental liberty, to think, and to express 
the pent-up thought of the mind, can do without the weekly 
visits of the féarless TRUTH SEEKER. 

The battle for mental liberty is not won in its entirety, and 
never will be as long as such gross ignorance of nature exists, 
which is the mother of superstition, and as long as the dog- 
mas of the church tether the minds of the young, and stupefy 
the intellect of man in his meridian, making him mentally 
color-blind to manly reason. 

Liberals are daily rebuked for expressing their doubts, 
although philosophers tell us doubt is the beginning of wis- 
dom. It was the doubts of Luther and of philosbphers that 
brought on the Reformation. Doubts made the liberty of 
America. Old foundations are not always built on a rock. 

I cannot forbear saying a good word for the cartoons. I 
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gee océasionally, now and then, a subscriber objects to them. 
Of course, and it is true, there are individuals who hav 
no ‘‘music in their souls." The beauties in poetry make no 
impression on their senses. So it is with pictures. Butfew 
really take in a proper conception of the illustrations. ` Pict- 
ure writing, and representations through such methods, was 
the most ancient way of expressing ideas, and picture de- 
lineations are becoming more prominent every day. Every 
cartoon is a chapter within itself. Let the reader study 
them, and he will be anxious to see them-rather than hav 
them discontinued. Let the good work go on, and let every 
subscriber help to make Taz Terora SEEKER a terror to 
tyrants, bigots, and hypocrits, and to clear away supersti- 
tion that clouds the minds of so many, as amaurosis obscures 
' the vision. Pod : 

Let humanity usurp the place of oppression. Let knowl- 
edge take the place of ignorance. Let benevolence take the 
place of malevolence. Let charity dictate the conduct of 
all. l THEN SING. 


. Kewnr, O., Sept. 28, 1887. 
Mz. Enor: The editorial in your TRUTH SzzxzR of Sept. 
24th, headed ‘‘ Bloodthirsty Chicago,” is being read by many 
of our citizens besides our Liberals, and all agree that it isa 
shame. The Anarchists now.in jail at Chicago, who made 
` the bombs, and advocated the using of them, who also taught 
and helped to put in force the breaking of the laws, the tak- 
ing the lives of our officers who had been chosen to protect 
our property and our lives, should be hung for murder. 
Better hav hung them for treason before they had a chance 
to carry their pernicious teachings into effect. We hav not 
forgotten the many battles and years of suffering that were 
necessary to make this land of ours ‘‘ the land of the free and 
the home of the brave.” Neither hav we forgotten the strife 
and sufferings in our late war, ‘when the South only wished 
to withdraw themselvs, with their own property, from the 
North, that they might make laws for themselvs better suited 
to their wishes. . Now that we see those in our midst who 
advocate no law, no government, and the taking of both life 
and property which is not their own, are we to sit with our 
hands folded while our lives are being threatened, and our 
possessions being confiscated for the use and benefit of 
others? The mechanics and laborers, as, well as they of 
better means, who hav earned for themselvs a home in which 
they can sit with their wives and little ones, and feel that 
they hav something to protect them from the storms of 
winter, something they can call their own, and that in a land 
where there are laws to protect them in their rights, will not 
sit quiet while their rights are being undermined by those 
who wish to bring others down to a level with themselvs. ` 
I am a poor man, with but one shirt on my back, and that 
one supports a paper collar, but I hav no desire to compel 
-those who hav: been more fortunate in business, or more 
economical in saving, to divide their earnings with me. No; 
Ilóve to see them enjoy what is theirs. I see many things 
in religion and politics that, to my mind, are wrong, and I be- 
lieve in educating the people as fast as possible to remedy 
such wrongs, but never will I sanction force until all peace- 
able and honorable méans shall hav failed. I cannot con- 
cede to any the right to destroy by force the individuality of 
any American citizen, or to contaminate the morals of society 
or the public welfare of our land. I &m opposed to large 
monopolies, the ‘‘ cornering” of articles of consumption, and 
many other things allowed to be done in our country, but we 
hav redress by peaceable means, and not by force. 
: Why all this cry about land when Uncle Sam has millions 
of acres, and any citizen can secure one hundred and sixty 
acres by merely paying for making out the papers which giv 
them the ownership in fee simple, and the protection by law 
in the peaceable possession of the same? But one says we 
must pay taxes on it and we don’t want it. Why not ask 
our government to work it for them, and giv them the bene- 
fit? To such agitators I say, If our laws are too obnoxious 
to you, go and liv by yourselvs where there is no law, where 
the stronger can liv off the weaker. Go liv with the savages, 
where those who kill the most game and pull the most roots 
hav the most to eat. But, hark ye! you will there find a 
chief whose word is law, and must be obeyed. 
A. D. Swan. - 


s Des Morngs, Ia., Nov. 2, 1887. 

Mr. Evrror: Mr. C. B. Reynolds has just closed a series 
of lectures in this city on Liberalism. His theme was di- 
vided into four principal topics, the subject of his first lect- 
ure being, ‘‘ Why I let the Pulpit.” Passing by the entrance 
of the hall, I overheard a mild supposition of an elderly lady, 
as she read the. words of announcement—‘ Guess it was 
"cause he wern't good enough to stay interit." I saw the 
interest the old lady seemed to take in me as I started up- 
stairs to the lecture. i 

“ Better come up and hear Mr. Reynolds, madam.” 

“ See heare—youngster,” she said, urgingly, as she mo- 
tioned for me to come back. I retreated a few steps toward 
her, when she proceeded with pointed finger: f 

“Don’t yer know that he's the devil's agent? Now jist 
take my advice: don't yer go ter heare that thar Infidel. 
Bless your soül, I saw yer at church the other Sunday, and 
yer ought jist to say now, ‘Git thee behind me, Satan!’ 
Come, youngster, don't yer go up there." : 

“ Oh," said I, in a reasoning attitude, ‘‘if one Liberal lect- 
turer can knock all the religious stuffin' out o’ me that the 
preachers‘ hav put in during the past ten years, why, there 
must be some truth init. But now it is time for the lecture. 

` Come up and hear him; it won't hurt you.” - 

Just then her son came by, and as the old lady had yielded 
to my persuasion, we all walked up to the lecture. I man- 
aged to get a seat nearly facing the elderly Christian, so that 
I could watch her religious nervousness. But the lecture 


was not half over until my fun was spoiled. She arose, 
plucked the coat-sleeve of her son, and followed by one of 
her acquaintances, the three pranced out just as Mr. Rey- 
nolds. was telling his opinion of the “rib story,” and said 
that there wasn't enough jaw in a rib to make a woman. 

The second lecture was concerning the origin of the Bible, 
in which was shown in logical arguments, well flavored with 
wit and ridicule, the stampede of hollow-mindedness, and 
the probable ‘‘ divinity of kings." - 

His third lecture was ‘‘ The Teachings of Liberalism,” be- 
ing a logical discourse upon the issues involved in Liberal 
movements, the scientific inventions it had brought about, 
the freedom from bondage it had planted in the world, a 
brief sketch of its past heroism, a comparison of that with 
the present, and the hope for the future. 

And during his third lecture, lo and behold ! there was a 

happening which I will chronicle as a most divine revela- 
tion of God's wisdom and sympathy. Something was wrong 
with the electric lights, and utter darkness reigned, until 
a few of the faithful brought some lamps (for, “let your 
lights so shine," etc., etc.). So we had alecture just the 
same. And in about the middle of his discourse, Mr. Rey- 
nolds raised his hand to make a biblical quotation from the 
Bible, and was saying: “God said. (lo and behold! the 
electric lights were turned on), Let there be light, and there 
was light." 
' The fourth and last lecture of Mr. Reynolds was upon the 
theme of ‘‘ The Bible in the Public Schools.” The ruinous 
teachings of the Bible was portrayed in such a manner as to 
convince the most superstitious as to its poisoning effects on 
the minds of the young. This, in brief, is an account of the 
good work at the hands of our able representativ of Liber- 
alism. Mr. Reynolds needs no eulogy, but his best eulogy 
is the opinions of his hearers. As a speaker, Mr. Reynolds 
is not only an orator, but a dramatist. His delivery is enter- 
taining, even if he had nothing to say. Full of enthusiasm 
for the right, his efforts in the cause of humanity and mental 
freedom are appreciated, and will at every instance inspire 
him to renewed energies, endeavors, and courage in the 
work. Mr. Reynolds made many friends by his visit to Des 
Moines, and we shall feel that it is a treat of intellectual 
refreshment if at any future time we hav the privilege of 
hearing him. 

Remember your Des Moines friends, Mr. Reynolds, and 
come again. WARNER LOVELL. 


Purpy’s Sration, N. Y., Oct. 26, 1887. 

Mr. Epnrrog: What is Christianity, divine inspiration or a 
mental disease? If it is divine inspiration, why should 
Christians hate disbelievers? Why shouldn't a Christian 
treat an Infidel with kindness if the Infidel is kind to him? 
Why shouldn't honesty shake hands with honesty, independ- 
ent of any religion or theory? Who is to be blamed for this 
awful ‘‘ man's inhumanity to man?" Did God giva gospel 
of hatred and malice? Certainly for such a God we should 
hav nothing but contempt. But if Christianity is a mental 
disease, we ought to hav pity for our Christian neighbors. 
Surely a man is not to be condemned for having a mental 
disease any more than he would be for having a physical 
disease. We Freethinkers ought to do our best to cure the 
suffering brain of the people, to free the mind, to break the 
chains of superstition. ‘‘ And God said, Let there be light, 
and there was light." Let us follow the god of humanity 
and science; light, more light, that is what we need. 

But we should remeniber ez nihilo nihil fit. We shouldn't 
expect to create a world out of nothing. If we really desire 
to see more light in the world, we ought not to be idle our- 
selvs. We ought to be activ, not passiv, Liberals. Above 
all, let us be kind; if we want to get the role of teachers, we 
Should instruct, not ridicule, our pupils. If our antagonists 
hav power and might, we hav something more precious than 
that. Our weapons are right and reason, and I.hope the 
rule of might will not last forever. 

The other day I had an interview with Rev. B. N. Lewis, 
Methodist preacher of Purdy's, on the Christian religion. 
The cause of our conversation was a letter which I wrote to 
him a few weeks ago after hearing his sermon on the good- 
ness of God. I always considered Mr. Lewis a pleasant 
talker and a kind man, ‘‘ with malice for none.” But how 
often are we disappointed in our life! I expected to hear 
Some new &rgumenís in defense of Christianity, but, alas! 
nothing is new under thesun. The Christians’ arguments in 
favor of their religion are almost as old as Christianity itself. 
** We hav no right to dictate God what to do; God's ways 
are not our ways." ‘‘ The prophecies of the Old Testament 
hav been fulfilled in the New Testament.” ‘By disbelieving 
God’s word I commit a terrible crime. I rob God of his 
rights.” (Think of a mortal being robbing the rights of 
infinit power.) ‘‘ God can't save me unless I want to be 
saved.” (He can’t? Then his power is limited.) In an- 
swer to my inquiry, if a son can be happy in heaven while 
his father is in hell, ‘‘ Yes, such is the justice of God; there 
will be no earthly relations.” But after all, hell is not so 
terrible as I thought it to be; it doesn’t mean a real fire- 
and-brimstone hell, but conscience. (Well, if hell doesn’t 
mean hell, what is the meaning of heaven?) At last, when 
the pastor exhausted all his arguments, he got excited and 
said: ‘* Well, if you reject the Bible, I can't help you. Stick 
to Infidelity and Tom Paine. If Tom Paine was a better 
man than Jesus Christ [And certainly he was. Jesus Christ 
said, ** He that believeth not shall be damned.” “If any 
man come to me and hate not his father and mother, he can 
not be his disciple." Thomas Paine said: ‘‘ The world is 
my country; to do good my religion.”], follow him. But 
EMEN. 

There is nothing new or interesting in all these state- 
ments. But I call your attention to his following declara- 
tion: ‘‘ A Christian isn’t obliged to hav any respect for an 
Infidel.” ‘‘Even if the Infidel is a good man?” I asked. 


t Yes, even if he is the best and the greatest man in the . 
world. All the Infidel lecturers and speakers ought to be 
imprisoned. There ought to be a law against blasphemy in 
every state.” One thing more: weare indebted to Christian- 
ity for our free government, public schools, and good insti- 
tutions, and he who denies that is a big fool. Now, Brother 
Macdonald, let us shake. Do you bav any doubt as to the 
correctness of the above statement? Do you think Chris- 
tianity has nothing to do with civilization? Do you believe 
we are indebted for our liberty to the Infidels Paine, Jefferson, 
Franklin, and others? If so, then, according to Rev. Lewis, 
you are a fool, and don’t you forget it. But take courage, 
big fool that you are, and accept my consolation. After all, 
you are only a fool, but Robert G. Ingersoll is a big rascal ; 
he is trying to destroy the liberty of our country! Why? 
Because Christianity is the foundation of liberty and civiliza- 
tion: they must stand or falltogether. Poor wretched Bob! 
Our ‘ Christian ” forefathers by the grace of God established 
a free government, and thou art willing to fight God and men, 
and kill our dear innocent Miss Liberty. Alas for human 
freedom! What will become of Uncle Sam's dominion if the 
people will be converted to thy infamous views? There will 
be no fréedom of speech, no freedom of press, and probably 
no freedom of thought, and our beautiful world will become 
an Infidel hell! 

My conversation with the reverend gentleman lasted about 
two hoursand & half. Itis unnecessary to giv further par- 
ticulars, but I wish to ask you, Mr Editor, what do you 
think of such a parson? Do you believe him to be in a per- 
fect state of mind? I don't. I think there is something 
wrong about his brain, and thesame can be said of all honest 
preachers and believers in the Christian superstition. 

Tar Trorn SEEKER is petting better and better every week. 
Mr. Oswald's papers on the Religion of the Future are excel- 
lent. Also I find delight in reading the articles of Messrs. 
Putnam, Peck, Denslow, and others. Success to your grand 
paper! May it liv long and spread the gospel of humanity. 

Yours, CLEMENS P. BERYLSON. 

The following is the letter mentioned above : 

Rev. B. N. Lewis, Dear Sir: Thad the honor of hearing 
your sermon last Sunday, and I wish to make a few remarks. 
The subject of your sermon was the love of God toward men. 
Now, I believe that you are an honest man, and hate hypoc- 
risy ; I wish to believe that there is no conflict between your 
thinking and saying. Being an honest man myself, I hav the 
highest affection and respect for every honest man, even if 
he doesn’t share my opinions. “I hope you are candid enough - 
to hear both sides, and for that reason I write to you this 
letter. Iam not willing to deceive you, and right here I tell 
you I am not a Christian nor a religionist in any sense of this 
word. But I am notan Atheist. I neither affirm nor deny 
the existene of God. I am an Agnostic; I say, “I don’t 
know.” All I claim, all 1 want, isthe right of doing my own 
thinking and giving to the world the results of my thinking, 
if I desire to do so, without being punished, even if the ma- 
jority of thepeopleare against me. ‘‘ Why ?? You say: “We 
liv in a free country, and everybody here has the right to 
express his opinion. Nobody will hang or imprison you for 
disbelieving in Christianity.” Allright! But suppose our 
government would hang Atheists and Infidels. Wouldn't 
that be an outrage? Wouldn’t you say the government has 
no right to punish a man for opinion’s sake? I hope you 
would. But you are a preacher of ‘‘the gospel,” and the 
Bible says, ‘‘ He that believeth not shall be damned.” Now 
I don’t believe in Jesus Christ ; I don't know if there ever was 
such a man—if Christ was a real person or a myth; I hav no 
faith in miracles. Admitting the Bible to be true, I will suf- 
fereternalpain. But why? What wrong hav I done? I 
never committed any crime, never caused ‘any human being 
to suffer; I am doing my best to liv an honest and useful life. 

Why, then, should I be punished for disbelieving something 
which I can't believe? If persecution for religious opinion 
is an outrage here, why shouldn'tit be an outrage in heaven? 
Or is man better than God ? If 80, why should we worship 
such a God? Iam not an emeny of God, if there is such a ` 
being, but I fail to see his goodness if he will treat me worse 
than I treat my fellow-men. I am in earnest, Mr. Lewis; if 
in order to be saved I must believe in God's ‘‘ only begotten 
son,” I wish to do so. But I can't; my reason tells me that 
such a thing is impossible. If God, wanted me to believe in 
his son, why didn't he giv me power to believe? If he is the 
creator of my brain, who is to blame for my *'Infidelity ?? 
I can't help thinking; I am not able to control my brain. 
The Christian religion seems to be a religion of fear: '* believe 
or be damned." You may bethe best man in the world, and 
still suffer everlasting punishment for being true to your 
honest opinion. Isthat what you call the love. of God? If 
there is in the world such a thing as blasphemy, your doc- 
trin, according to my opinion, is real blasphemy. 

You say God so loved the world that he gave his only 
son, etc. Suppose that is true. Then our only hope is that 
God will be merciful to us in the next world if we will 
believe in Christ. Butis he merciful to us here in this world ? 
The Bible tells us that God is the creator of the universe. 
On the contrary, science tells that the universe has never 
been created; it has no beginning and no end. But we 
must believe the Bible or be damned. Now if God is the 
creator of the world, why did he make volcanoes, earth- 
quakes, all kind of diseasesetc? Do you see God's goodness 
in all these things? I don't. Isthe whole human race happy ? 
Did you ever sce an honest man who was happy all his life? 
For my part, I don't believe that a real honest man with,a 
tender heart can be happy while millions of human beings 
are unhappy. Do you know that in many countries—even 
here in the United States—millions of laborers are working 
for starvation wages? Dothe rich men—in America as well 
as in Europe—''expose themselvs to feel what wretches 
feel?” You say they are wicked people. Good! But our 
** good and benevolent” God is their creator. What did he 
create wicked people for? IfI could help a sufferer, and 
wilfully wouldn’t do it, I would be ashamed of myself. God 
is able to help; why doesn’t he? Where then is your God's 
love? I tell you there is something wrong about it. Away 
with such a love! It is better to say there is no god at all, 
than to say our God is so good that he pays no attention to 
his children’s sufferings. That is my doctrin, and ** upon 
that rock I stand.” Now if I am mistaken I want to be cor- 
rected, and I will be very thankful to you, if you will correct 
me. 

Hoping to receive from you a plain and candid answer, 
Iremain, Yours for truth and justice, 

CLEMENS P. BERYLSON. 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxor, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


To a Mountain Bluebell. 


Little lower of bonny blue 
Welcome is thy tender hue, 
Tinted like an ocean shell, 
Dainty little mountain bell; 
B'ooming o'er the murky mines, 
‘Neath the moaning of the pines, 
And the aromatic fir, 

Neighbor of the juniper; 

In the music of thy bells 

Yell me of the mountain delis, 
And the mountain breezes blown 
In thy plaintiv undertone, 


With the song of mountain rills 
Hurrying to the hangry mills, 
Whisper low and true to me 

Of a prebistoric sea ; 

Of the Vulcan hand that brought 
Order from the ruin wronght.. 
Where the mountain chain was born, 
In that dim chaotic morn, 

Slowly rose each hill and lea— 
Islands in a golden sea, 

Blue as are thy bonny bells 
Singing of the ocean shells. 


Canat thon tell the low, sweet words 
Murmured by the strangest birds, 
Where the brown-nun* sits and sings, 
Creoning by the mountain springs. 
Flower of the tender hue 
Like the eyes that once I knew, 
Eyes that haunt me yet afar 
Where thy blue-robed sisters are; 
Eyes like some sweet placid water 
Had my little mountain daughter, 
And I dream of her at night 
In her lonely bed of white, 
Sleeping near the Western mountains, 
Bv the bluebells and the fountains, 

+ Frenchtown, Neb, Mary BAIRD FINCH, 


* A strange brown bird with a white bill, found 
in southern Colorado, called the African nun.’ 


er 


The Weight of a Word. 


Hav you ever thought of the weight of a word 

That falls in the heart like the song of a bird, 

That gladders the springtime of memory and 
youth 

And garlands with cedar the banner of truth; 

That moistens the harvesting spot of the brain 

Like dewdrops that fall on a meadow of grain; 

Or that shrivels the germ and destroys the fruit, 

And lies like a worm at the lifeless root ? 


Words! Words! They are little, yet mighty and 
brave; 

They rescue a nation, an empire save— 

They close up the gaps in a fresh bleeding heart 

That sickness aod sorrow hav severed apart. 

They fall on the path, like a ray of the sun, 

Where the shadows of death lay 80 heavy upon; 

They lighten the earth over our blessed dead, 

A word that will comfort, oh ! leave not unsaid. 
ee 
Agassivs Happiest Day.. 

The great naturalist received his early edu- 
cation from his mother, a woman of unusual 
intelligence. When & mere child he began to 
collect insects and to study plants. The fol- 
lowing story shows how he won his father's 
approval : 

Monsieur Agassiz destined him for a com- 
mercial life, and was impatient at his devo- 
tion to frogs, snakes, and fishes. "The last, 
especially, were objects of the boy's attention. 
His vacations he spent in making journeys on 
foot through Europe, examining the different 
fpecies of fresh-water fishes. He came to 
London with letters of introduction to Sir 
Roderick Murchison. 

*" You hav been studying nature,” said 
the great man, bluntly. ‘‘ What hav you 
learned ?" 

The lad was timid—not sure at that mo- 
ment that he had learned anything. 

“I think," he said, at last, '* I know a little 
&bout fishes." : 

** Very well. There wil be a meeting of 
the Royal Society to-night; I will take you 
with me there.” : 

All of the great scientific men.of England 
belong to this society. "That evening, toward 
its close, Sir Roderick rose and said : 

*Ihav a young friend here from Switzer- 


: land, who thinks he knows something about 


fishes; how much, I hav a fancy to try. 
There is under this cloth a perfect skeleton of 
a fish which existed long before man.” 

He then gave the precise locality in which 
it had been found, with one or two other facts 
concerning it. The species to which the 
specimen belonged was, of course, extinct. 

** Can you sketch for me on the blackboard 
your idea of this fish ?” said Sir Roderick. | 

Agassiz took up the chalk, hesitated a mo- 
ment, and then sketched rapidly a skeleton 
fish. Sir Roderick held up the specimen; 


the portrait was correct in every bone and 
line. The grave old doctors burst into loud 
applanse. 

“ Sir,” Agassiz, said, on telling the story, 
* that was the proudest moment of my life, 
and the happiest; for I knew, now, my 
father would consent that I should giv my 


life to-science.”—Our Youth. 
———— — À3-————————— 


The Crow and the Fox. 


A master crow; percbed on a tree one day, 
"Was holding in his beak a cheese; 
A master fox. by the odor drawn that way; 
Spake unto him in words like these : 
“ Oh, good-morning, my Lord Crow! 
How well you look; how handsome you do grow! 
‘Pon my honor, if you note 
Bears a reremblance to your coat, 
You are the Phenix of the dwellers in these 
woods,” 


At these words does the crow exceedingly re- 
Joice; 
And, to display hi8 beauteous voice, 

He opens a wide beak, lets fall his stolen goods, 
The fox seized on't, and said : * My good monsieur, 
Learn that every flatterer 
Livs at the expense of him who hears him out; 
This lesson is well worth a cheese, no doubt.” 


The crow, ashamed and much in pain, ` 
Swore—but a little late—they'd not catch him so 
again. —La, Fontaine. 


A Plain Lesson. 

Chief-Justice Marshall was once at market, 
and heard a well-dressed stranger complain- 
ing that he could get no one to carry home a 
turkey for him. Marshall offered to carry it 
for him, and did so, going with him to his 
house, when the stranger proposed to pay 
him, but he declined and walked on. Some- 
thing about him seemed to excite the sus- 
picion of the stranger, and he said to a person 
passing : 

* Who is that old fellow who brought 
home my turkey ?? The reply was: 

«He is the chief justice of the United 
States, and he brought home your turkey to 
teach you to attend to your own business.” 

— mm 
A New York Street Incident. 


A reporter called to a little boot-black near 
the City Hallto giv him a shine yesterday. 
'The little fellow came rather slowly for one 
of his lively guild, and planted his box down 
under the reporter's foot. Before he could 
get his brushes out another larger boy ran up 
and calmly pushing the little one aside, said: 
* Here, you sit down, Jimmy.” The re- 
porter at once became indignant at what he 
took to be & piece of outrageous bullying, 
and sharply told the new comer to clear out. 
“ Ob, dat's all right, boss,” was the reply, 
“Pm only goin’ to do it fur him. You see 
he's been sick in the hospital fôr mor'n a 
month, and can’t do much work yet, so us 
boys all turn in and giv bim a lift when we 
can, savy?” “Is that so, Jimmy ?" asked the 
reporter, turning to the smaller boy. ‘‘ Yes, 
sir,” wearily replied the boy, and as he looked 
up the pallid, pinched face could be discerned 
even through the grime that covered it. ** He 
does it fur me, if you'll let him.” * Certainly, 
go ahead,” and as the boot-black plied the 
brush, the reporter plied him with questions. 

“ You say all the boys help him in this 
way?" ''Yes,sir. When they ain't got no 


. jobs themselvs, and Jimmy gets one, they 


turns in and helps him, ’cause he ain't very 
Strong yet, ye see." '* What percentage do 
you charge him on a job?" ‘‘ Hey!” queried 
the youngster, ‘‘I don't know what you 
mean?” ''I mean, what part of the money 
do you giv Jimmy, and how much do you 
keep out of it?" ‘You bet your life I don't 
keep none; I ain't no such sneak as that.” 
“ So you giv it all to him, do you?" “ Yes, 
Ido. All the boys giv up what they gets on 
his job. Td like to catch any feller sneaking 
it on a sick boy, I would." The shine being 
completed, the reporter handed the urchin 
a quarter, saying, ‘‘I guess you're a pretty 
good fellow, so you keep 10 cents and giy 
the rest to Jimmy there.” ‘Can't do it, sir; 
ivs his customer. Here, Jim." He threw 
him the coin and was off like a shot after a 
customer for himself, a veritable rough dia- 
mond. In this bigcity there are a good many 
such lads, with warm and generous hearts 
under their ragged coats.—New York Com. 
mercial Advertiser. . : 
to 
Our Puzzle Box. 
1.—wHAT 18 THIS? 
I dwell in ocean, lake, and sea, 
And in-the foaming tide, 
And in the little streamlets 
On the mountain side; 
In the flower in the meadow, 
In the leaf on the tree, 
In the murmur of the river 
That flows on to the sea, 
I roam here and there 


Happy and free. C. RoóxzR, 


_ 9. —DIAMOND. 

To impair. 

A plant and its fruit. 

A kind of ribbon for binding. 

A perch. 

'6. A word that expresses denial. 

7. A letter. Warren B. OncHARD. 


1. 
2. 
8. 
4. 
5. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHTLDREN’S CORNER, 


Nov. 5, 1887. : 
1.- G 
TEN 
TENET 
GENERAL 
NERVE 
TAE 
L 
2.- PLASM 
LEMMA 
AMBER 
SMEAR 
MARRY 


— 9 — — —————À 
Correspondenee. 
Brunswiox, Ga. 

My Dzar Miss Wixon: I should like you 
to giv short notice in your paper (Children’s 
Corner) that Fred L. Hoffmann, from 8t. 
Louis, Mo., now in Brunswick, Ga., would 
Jike to communicate with Miss Alma V. 
Wineman, of Chieag^, as her letter to him 
had been delivered to the wrong person. "This 
way, I think. will be the only one to find her. 

Very truly vours, 
FreD L. HOFFMANN. 
Coron, Mion., Nov. 6, 1887. 

Miss Wrxon, Dear Madam: It has been a 
long time since I wrote to you, so I thought I 
would write again. When I first read of vour 
mother’s death in The TnurR SERRER Iin- 
tended to write you right off, but putit by from 
time to time, because I felt tomourn with you 
and for you, because I took it home to my- 
self and thought how badly I should feel if it 
wasmy own dear mother—because I think a 
b^y's best friend is.his mother. I suppose we 
all hav got to diesometime, but we like tohav 
our friends stay by us as long as they can. 
But when we hav them laid away we know 
they are at rest. 

I saw in Tux Trorn Seeker a few weeks 
ago a prize offered for the best essay, '* Why 
T am a Liberal.” I am but a school-boy eleven 
years old, so I thought I would try for the 
prize, but I do not expect to get it. 

I am going to send you one of our little 
town papers, that T write up locals for; you 
may wonder why I send you a back number, 
but it is because it has my little temperance 
pledge in it. Isend my love to all of THe 
TRUTA SERRER friends. With lots of love to 
you, [sign myself, Yours truly, 

Franois B. CORNWALL. 

[We thank our friend for his kind and 
thoughtful letter. The paper containing the 
pledge has been rezeived, and we believe 
Francis one of the bright and intelligent boys 
destined to do much good in the world.— 
Ep. C. C.] 


Moony, Trx., Oct. 20, 1887. 


Dear Miss Wixow: I see there are not, 


many writing to the Children’s Corner at 
present, and I thought I would write again. 
Here in Texas the Christian holds God to be 
love (1 John iv. 8), and that he is the very 
seat of love. Ezek. ix, 5, 6: '' Go ye after 
him through the city and smite; let not your 
eyes spare, neither hav ye pity. Slay utterly 
old and young, both maids and little children 
and women.” Jer. vii, 20: t Therefore thus 
saith thé Lord God, Behold, mine anger and 
my fury shall be poured out upon this place, 
upon man and beast, and upon the trees of 
the fields and upon tbe fruit of the ground, 
and it shall burn, and it shall not be 
quenched.” *'God is Jove!” We are to be 
like this heavenly father! We must pour 
our anger out upon the trees of the field, and 
so on. My dear Christian friend, how can 
you say God is love when you read such as is 
set forth in Isa. xiii, 16, and Hos. xiii, 10? 

My dear friends, how can you hold the 
Iufidel to scorn for disbelieving such blood- 
thirsty cruelty as this, and say if you do dis- 
believe you shall roast in hell forever, amen ? 
It is about 4,000 miles to the middle of the 
earth, where the supposed hell must be where 
99 per cent of the human family is diving, 
leaping, and swimming in fire and brimstone 
that shall burn forever and ever! 

How does a God feel when he smells the 
smoke cf such men as Paine and Jefferson? 
How does he feel when he hears the whoops 
and yells and groans of the ''lost and 
ruined ?' I must confess that I do pity this 
God who is said to fill all space. This God 
must get rather cool when the wind is blow- 
ing from the north in the winter-time. Chris- 
tians say, just at the word, God could speak 
worlda into existence. How could he when 
he fills all space? I will close for this time, 
for fear I shall worry your patience. Yours 
for Freethought, Jonn M. Simons. 

Barr, Int., Oct. 26, 287. 

To Miss WIXON AND THE CHILDREN OF THE 
Corner: As I hav not written you for some 
considerable length of time, I will try once 
more. I am in school to-day. We bav the 
same old fogy for a teacher that we had last 
winter, one Mr. C. C. MeMackin ; he pretends 
to be quite strict in his religious views, al- 
though he says that it is quite strange-that 
there was so much religious intolerance in 
the early history of the New England colonies. 


Then I told him that it, was not strange at al] 
—that it was taught to them in theOld World 
—that it was inherited—that religious perse. 
cution was something which could be traced 
back to as far as the beginning of religion.. 

I went with my father to Centralia to hear 
Mr. Reynolds’ lectures. 1 heard him deliver 
his lectures: ‘‘ Why I left the Pulpit,” and 
‘““The Bible, whence it Came and What it 
Teaches,” and I liked them well. 

I can well sympathize with you for the losg 
of a mother, for I hav lost one of my twin 
brothers, though a brother is hardly as much 
as a mother. 

We hav not -the pleasure that Christians 
claim to hav of meeting the beloved deceased 
beyond the grave, although, if there is such a 
thing, we hope to liv that we may reach the 
gates of the soul’s immortal home. 

I now tender my tbanks to those persons 
who were so kind and obliging as to send me 
the ballad mentioned before. 

I will now close asking for a correspondence 
between ‘some of the Children of the Corner 


of about mv own age, which is 17 years. 


Yours as before, 

Rorrs O. WILLIAMS. 
[We thank all our Wends for their kind 
words and sympathy.—Ed. C. C.] : 


REDUCED TO $1.00 


THE STORY HOUR. 
A Book for Children and Youth. 


BY MISS SUSAN H. WIXON. 
Over a hundred fine illustrations. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 


e Young Folks, By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Seeond edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel. 
lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued at a reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition haa a 
photograph of the author which adds very 
much to the value of the volume. 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 
vestigation, Revised Edition, This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions, 
with numerous references and citations, that 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
of other propositions in the same book. Prios 
OF mon ts. 


The Story Hour. “For Children and 
Youth. Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
atition. he Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children’s Story-Book everissned. 66 full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heav. 
toned paper, broad margins, uminate 
covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1. $ 

A Story of 


Two Little Red Mittens. 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


The Youth’s Liberal Guide. | By 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M, Price; $1.00. This 
‘volume aims, at the education. of youth in the 
princi les of Freethought, at the same time 

hat it inenleates moral duties and human . 
rights mon a standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense, Address THE TRUTH 


o 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT, 


Steel engravings of this célebrated naturalist, 
12x15 inches, guitable for framing, rent postpaid 
tor 25 cents, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


| FREETHOUGHT NOVELS, 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonnell 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day o 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 
90 cents; cloth, 1.25. 

AN in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
Miss Busan H. Wixon. ‘The great charm of 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 

ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
rom so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks," Price, 
1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
The Outcast. A deep, finely written 


Radical story. From the London edition. By 
aires Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 
cents. ] 


THE CONFESSIONAL: 
ROMISH AND ANGLICAN, 
An Hrposé. 
By SALADIN. Price, 30 cents. 
] Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has Jabored for 
human advancement, and how the other ‘has 
always opposed it. 


Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish thatthe friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures, 


Practical Experience with Poultry. 


By Gro. M. Davenrort, This is a little book— 
a pamphlet of 32 well-filled pages, costing only 
“a quarter,” but as full of meat-as an e It is 
wellcalled "practical," for we find nothing un- 
practical init. Hens, ducks, qu and turkeys,’ 
are particularly discussed and their economica. 
breeding aud keeping treatedof. There are many 
practical hints about keeping poultry on a large 
scale, and, all in all, it ig a very seful addition to 
the pouliry literature of the day. 


TRUTH SEEKER Office, 


THE TRUTH SEF KFR ANNUAL 


Price, 25 cents. 
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Ingersoll's Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
ñ Humboldt," ** Thomaa Paine," “ Individual- 
ity,” and.“ Heretics and. Heresies.” 


The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: ** The Ghosts,” * Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” '* The Declaration of In- 
dependence,” “About Farming in Illinois,” 
t The Grant Banquet,” “The Rev. Alexander 
Olark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and '* A Tribute to Ebon O. Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses, Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25, 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25, 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


per, 25 cents. EA 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
B. Black, and Prof. 


Ingersoll, Judge Jeremia 
F. Paper, 50 cents ; cloth, $1. 


George F. Fisber. 

Orihodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents. $1.00 per doz, post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much a8 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 
This makes a grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously, 

Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan, 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 
, Millions of these should be circulated. ` 

Vindication of. Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents, 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 


Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents, 
Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 
Bound in one volume, To meet the demand 
tor Mr, Ingersoll's works, the publisher has had 
ail his lectures, except the latest on ''Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in halt 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is Sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. i 
Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll's “The Vision 
ot War,” the “Grant Banquet Toast,” and 
the recent address over “Little Harry Mil. 
ler's Grave," that they hav been printed on 
heavy toned paper, 18x22, illuminated border; 
and in large, clear type, suitable for framing, 
and the three will be forwarded to any address, 
for 50 cts, or either one for 15 cts. 
This 


Prose Poems and Selections. 
It is a model in every re- 


- new book is a gem. 
spect.- In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated * Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous “tributes ” 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
versations of the author, The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help 1 

urpose,a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, 4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
Tocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, 7.50; in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. * 


Life. Prose Poem. Printed in 
eolors on board, beveled gilt edges. 50 cents. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
poudoir, $1; cabinet, 40 cents, 
* . Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


J. E. Remsburg's Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 


Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church, and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
‘the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
Church aud the Republic. . 

Bible Morais. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars of 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Cubinetness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperanc . Poverty 
and Vagrancy: Ignorance and Idiocy Obscen- 
ity. rice, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Dreaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
. and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sunday Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
abb ath during the Middle Ages: The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 25 conte ; six copies, $1.00. 
Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the stor. 
of the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
jt. Choice extracts from ‘‘Common Sense,” 
* American Crisis,” ‘‘Rightsof Man,” and “Age 
of Reason " are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressiy for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 


steel portrait of Paine, Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 


Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Ohristian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 

The Apostle ot Liberty. ` An address 

Oo 


delivered in Paine Hal], before the N. E, Free- 
thinkers’ Convention, January 29,1884. Price, 


10 cents, 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 


RUPTURES CURED 


my Medical Compound aud Improved NS 
Elastic Supporter Truss in from 30 to 

90 days, Reliable references given. Bend 
stamp for circular, and say in what papet 
you saw my advertisement. Address Qapt, 


W. A. Collings, Smithville, Jefferson 9. M. 


ina more attractiv form than any in which they 
hav previously appeared. At the head of an en- 


serve this- 


A SPLENDID WORK. 
Mr. Charles Eckhard, treasurer of the American 
Secular Union, bas published 


THE NINE DEMANDS. 


graving on heavy plate paper, 24x19 inches, are 
the cabinet-sized likenesses of JEFFERSON, 


WASHINGTON, and PAINE, the Fathers of our 


Republic. At the sides are FRANKLIN and 
JOHN ADAMS, and between these two are 
printed the Nine Demands of the American Secu- 
lar Union in conspicuous type, At the foot are 
LAFAYETTE, GIRARD, and INGERSOLL, 
making eight likenesses in all, Inscribed be- 
neath each portrait is some radical sentiment 
quoted from the author pictured overit. In the 
spate between the portraits and around them are 
arabesques of vines and flowers in profusion, and 
the panel inclosing the Nine Demands is sur- 
mounted on each corner by Mr. Eckhard’s design 
of the flag above the cross, The whole makes an 
exceedingly handsome work for framing. The 
artistic part is equal to the best, and the portraits 
are as true to nature as the photographs from 
which they were transferred. The design will be 
sent postpaid by mail for $1 by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 


A GOMPEND or THE NATURAL Laws or In- 
DUSTRIAL PRODUOTION AND, 
EXxOHANGE. : 
By J. K. IxaArrs, author of ** Social Wealth.” 


Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLUS 


“ Great Cen:ensia! Oration. 
ON THE 


Declaration of independence, 


ALSO THE 
Immortal Document, 


And the National Anthem entitled: 
“LAND OF LIBERTY.” 


Price, 6 cts; 5 copies, 25 cts; 25 copies, $1. 


Address Tug TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY; 
28 Lafayette Place. New York, 


UNIVERSA BISTOAY 


HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS AND 
FORSELF-INSTRUCTION. 


By Prof. i8. M. Couinger, ALM, 


This book is just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2,000 
years B.C., On up to 1883, all in a nutshell—sunina 
Slenker, n 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place; in the family it would be nc 
less important, as conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Wicon. 

Mr. Cottinger’s intentions in writing this book 
ave excellent, and his staudpoint admirable; it may 
be commended as fulfilling its purpose of a cotn- 
cise and interesting historical text-book.—Milwau- 
kee Sentinel, 

PRICE, CLOTH, $1. 


STIVA UTAAN AH 


INDEPENDENT IN PRACTICE. 
“HUNO OL 


Isa Stunch Infidet-and a Success- 
ful Physician. 


The Better Way.of Cincinnati, O., says, '* We are 
assured that Dr. Fellows, the eminent specialist of 


Vineland, N. J., 18 an educated geutleman of su- 
perior mind and large attatuments, and that suc- 
ceas in bis profession has brought tiim business, 
not ónly from all parts of this country, bnt from 
foreign shores, Ho is in the prime of life and 
able to transact his various professional duties 
promptly and well and giv saticfaction in every 
instance. His references are numbered by thou- 
sands.” 

Dr. Fellows treats all those peculiar diseases 
resulting from indiscretion aud ignorance of 
youth, Those who are athug should send 10 cents 
for the Dr.’s little book setting forti au ExreansL 
APPLICATIO : —& postitiv rire, 

Address | DR, R. P. FELLOWS. 
g i Vineiand, N. J. 
$z7 Mention this paper» 


KERSEY GRAVES'S WORKS. 


Biography of Satan ; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cents. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thousand biblical errors in science, history; 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the characters of the prihcipal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins. Price, 1.76. 

The World's Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of all the doctrines, principies, precepts, 
and miracles of the Christian New Testament, 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
history of sixteen oriental crucified gods. 1.50. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


W.S. BELL'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Conflict between Christianity 
and Civilization. 


PRICE, - - - - = = 15 CENTS. 


It is a stunner; concise, scholarly, and good.— 


M, E. Billings. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
" PRICE, 15 CENTS. 

Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. z 

Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Man.—T. B. Wakeman. 

A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages., Itis a very 
le paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 

e. 


ANTI PROEHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTS. 


The number of heads under which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, arid 
the concise manner in which each point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
[take great pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition "to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self-government.— 
J.J. McCabe. 


; For sale at this office, 
Charles Watts’s Works. 


Saints and Sinners. 10 cents. 
The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price,1.25 OonTENTS: 
Section I. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Bection ll. What it 
Owes to Mohammedanism. Section III. Free- 
thought Martyrs and, Confessors, Section IV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Beventeenth, and Highteenth Centuries. 

tion V. Freethough 

teenth Century. 


Seeularism; Destruetiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


RR "m "ial 

Christian Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society." 
Introduction by arles Bradlaugh, Con- 
tents : The Origin of Christianity; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies; The Practica] Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity, Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are published at the low Brive of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible: Freethought an 
Modern Progress ; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civihzation ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and Bible Antagonistic; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all of 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


Was Jesus an Impostor? A debate between & 
Scotch novelist, Agues Rollo Wilkie, and Arthur 
3. Moss. The best conducted debate of modern 
times. 100 pp., 25 cts. The Mirror of Free- 
thought, 50 ew. The Bible and Darwinism. 
25 cts, Biblical Errors and Secular Truths. 25 
ets. Two Revelations. 5 cts. Bible Horrors; or, 
Real Biasphemy. 5 cts. Bible Makers. 5 cts, 
Bible Saiuts—Nos. 1, 2, and 8. Each 5 cts. Moses 
vs. Darwin, 5cts. Socrates, Buddha, and Jesus, 
sects. Christianity a Degrading Religion. 5 cts. 
Fictitious Gods. 5 cts. Natural Man. 5 cts, 
The Old Faith and the New. 5cts, Bruno and 
Spinoza, 5cts. The Bible God and His Favorits. 
5 cts. Miracle-Workers. 5cts. Health, Wealth, 
and Happiness. 5cts. The Brain and the Soul, 
scts. Nature and the Gods, 5cts. Design and 
Natural Selection. 5cts. Man and the Lower 
Animals. 6 cts. 

Address Watts and Oo., 17 Johnson's Court, 
E.C., Lon ton, Eng. 


ible Temperance: 


LIQUOR DRINKING 


Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
by the Bible. 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


Sec- 
Triumph in the Nine- 


This is a companion book to Remaburg’s * Bible 
Morals.” 48 pages; price 19 cents. ` 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


DID JESUS CHRIST RISE FROM 
THE DEAD? 
The Evidences for the Resurrection Tried 
and Hound Wanting. 
By Saladin. 


| . . — 35 CENTS. 
PRICE, , ares THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Inzersolls Tributes. 


REDUCED IN PRICE. 
We hav made arrangements whereby we can 


offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
solls at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. : 
The Yision of War, 


The titles are: 


The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry-Miller's Grave. 
The price of these heretofore has been 75cts. We 


offer them at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; THE 
THREE FOR FORTY OENTS. 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Mailed secure 


28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. | 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents, 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 


at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 506. 


ROMANISM, 


DANCER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholio 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


PRIORE, - - - - - 40 Cans. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE STRUGGLE 


FOR 


Re‘igious and Politica] Liberty. 


In which the author shows the repeated attempts 
of men of every age to acquire greater political 
liberty ; also vigorously attacks the very founda- 
tion of the religion of every age; dweluug at 
length upon the wrongs of Ireland, aud, in detail- 
ing tbe account of slavery in this country, calla 
the attention of thinking men aud women 10 the 
position of womankind in America. Türougbout 
the work is replete with astounding facts and 
weighty arguments which cannot fail to interest 
the minds of this aue. 

By THEO. C. SPENCER. 
Cloth, 12mo., 138pp., price 75 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York, 


THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA. 

Published at Hammonton, N. J, Marie Howland 
and Eduard Howland, Editors; Jos, Burgher and 
F. L. Browne, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 
prise,the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and generally 
to the practioal solution of the problem of Integral 
On-oneration. Price, $1 a year: 50 cents for six 
months, % nents Tor thron months 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


85 Cents Each. 
Address TEE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


i 
The Trinity, from Gibbon' History of Christianity." 


History of Christianity 


: A VINDICATION 


of some passages in the “ History of the Decline and 
Fall of the Roman Empire" by 


EDWARD GIBBON, Esq. 


With a Life of Gibbon, preface and notes by the editor, 
including critical notes by Guizot, Milman, Wenck, 
an “English Churchman,” and other scholars, 

1 vol. 12 mo, 864 pp. Cloth. With 65 engravings. $1.50 
This book shows when, where, and how Christianity 

originated, who were its founders, and what were the 

sentiments, manners, numbers, and condition of the 
primitive Christians. 

“I kuow of no book that contains more real and val: 
uable information upon the origin of Christianity.” = 
R. G. INGERSOLL. 7 7 

* One of the most learned and interesting books eve 
written and published.” —Boston Investigator. 


FOR SALE AT TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE., 


750 
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What Other Heretical Papers are 
Saying. 
From Lucifer, Valley Falls, Kansas. 

The wave of Puritanism which is sweep- 
ing over the country presages the submersion 
of every monument, landmark, and temple of 
Liberty, and foretells the early triumph of 
the coming theocracy. Scarcely a day passes 
that does not witness some new eneroach- 
ment of the death- ladened tide of poisonous 
paternalism. 

Kansas is given over to the meddlers and 
sabbatarian hypocrits. Lawrence has closed 
down on the Sunday papers, and in Topeka 
everything, except the papers and hotels, are 
to feel the heavy hand of the law on Sunday. 


The spirits of the Covenanter and Puritan ! 


bind us with the chains of Jaw, and we, as a 
people, sit humbly at the feet of the Protest- 
ant priest, who is the power on the throne 
in “free” Kansas to-day. Free Kansas! 
Bah! we are not free, and we never shall be 
free until we tear from our throats and our 
pockets the suffocating, thieving hands of 
the bigots, and assert and maintain our right 
to attend to our own business on ali days of 
the week. 

It should not for a moment be forgotten 
that all Sunday legislation is, at the bottom, 
in the interest of a class, of a class which does 
nearly all its work on that day. The preach- 
ers want a monopoly of one day in the week; 
their guild must be ‘‘ protected” from com 
petition. If they could they would gladly 
compel the people, by positiv statutes, to at- 
tend church services, but, as they dare not, 
as yet, propose so long a step backward, they 
content themselvs with the enactment of Sun- 
day laws which, by making it practically im- 
possible for the people to go anywhere else 
on Sunday, force them to attend church, and, 
consequently, support the ministry. "This is 
the whole matter in a nutshell, and it is only 
folly to attempt to blink the facts, and an 
utterly mistaken policy to speak softly about 
the miserable outrage. 

This, then, is the situation exactly : the 
minister's trade and working-day is Sunday; 
then his store or shop is open for business, and 
he clamors for Sunday-laws, because any 
rivalry cuts down his receipts. He must be 
“ protected?” But, as his work is one nei- 
ther of ‘‘ necessity” nor ‘‘ charity,” he is him- 
self the most flagrant and persistent violater 
of his own favorit statute, and, if magistrates 
were not, as a class, invertebrates and de- 
pendent for their positions upon the votes of 
church people and those under their thumbs, 
the clerical meddler would soon get enough 
of Sunday-laws and be content to take his 
place among ordinary people, no longer try- 
ing to force everybody to come up and trade 
at his counter. 


The Ignorance of Pious Editors. 
From the Kansas Blade, Concordia, 

"The Rev. Henry M. Field, D.D., in an open 
letter to Bob Ingersoll, says : s 

You arewaging a hopeles8 war—a warof which 
you are certain only of defeat. The Christian re- 
ligion began to be nearly two thousand years be- 
fore you and I were born, and it will liv two 
thousand years after we are dead.. Why is it that 
it livs on &nd on, while nations and kingdoms 
perish? Is not this ' the survival of the fittest?” 
Contend against it with all your wit and elo- 
quence, you will fail, as all hav failed before you. 
You cannot fight against the instincts of humanity. 
It is as natural for a man to look to a higher 
power as it is to look up to the stars. Tell them 
that there isno God! You might as well tell them 
that there is no sun in the heavens, even while on 
that central light and heat all life on earth de- 
pends. 

We clipped the above from the Walnut 
City Gazette, and as we did it we wondered 
if the editor of that paper ever read one of 
Ingersoll’s lectures. Probably he never did, 
and more likely still he never will. 

When speaking.so confidently of the per- 
petuity of the Christian religion we wonder 
if the writer took time to think that there are 
Other religions much older and stronger, so 
far as numbers make them stronger, than the 
Christian religion. Yet they are melting 
&way before the crucible of reason as the 
snow melts before a summer's sun. 

We wonder if it occurred to him that the 
promoters and defenders of the Christian re- 
ligion found it necessary at one time to mur- 
der all who would not embrace it that it 
might not perish itself. 

We wonder if he is aware that there are in 
this country now millions of outspoken In- 
fidels to his religion, when a quarter of a 
century ago there were not & thousand in the 
United States. 

We wonder if he knows that many of the 
ablest presses of the land are to-day con- 
troled by Infidels to his religion. 

We wonder if he knows that his religion 


has so changed in the last twenty-five years 
that IT is as Infidel to-day to what it was 
then as Paine, Washington, Franklin, and 
Jefferson were a century ago. The only dif- 
ference between Paine and the promoters of 
the Christian religion of to-day is that Paine 
did not believe the Bible was inspired and so 
wrote, while they profess to believe it, yet 
put a construction upon it that proves they 
don’t believe it. The undeniable truth is, 
what is preached to-day for religion by the 
leading preachers outside of the Catholic 
church would hav been downright Infidelity 
less than one hundred yearsago. The man 
who writes as does Mr. Field is totally ignorant 
of the laws of evolution and the ‘ survival of 
the fittest.” There may be religion or re- 
ligions two thousand years hence, but tbey 
will materially differ from the religions of to- 
day. As they hav changed for the better in 
the past, so will they change for the better in 
the future, and as the Voltaires, Paines, and 
Ingersolls hav caused the change in the past, 
so will they continue to work changes in the 
future, and until a reasonable universal re- 
ligion takes the place of the present unreason- 
able, uncouth, superstitious concerns. It is 
unnecessary.to say that it will be a ‘‘ Scien- 


tific religion," for every one who has watched 


the drift of public thought has seen it moving 
rapidly, and with an almost volcanic force, in 
that direction. 


Materialistic Spiritualism Corrected. 

From Bliss's Axe, Cincinnati, O. . 
` Whither are we drifting? We are led to 
ask this question after a'careful perusal of a 
volume published by Colby & Rich, Boston, 
entitled ‘‘ Life and Labor in the Spirit World,” 
the authors of which claim to be the “spirit 
band of Miss M. T. Shelhamer, medium of 
the Banner of Light public free circle.” The 
object of the work is to 

Teach mortals that which it is impossible for 
them to obtain from any other source, but of 
which they are supremely desirous of being in- 
formed—the conditions and surroundings, and 
the pleasures and pursuits of, and influence 
exerted upon the denizens of earth by the inhabi- 
tants of the spirit world ; it will reveal somewhat 
of the life their departed relativs and friends liv, 
and to which they themselvs are rapidly approach- 
ing; it will show that that life is a tangible reality 
—that it is, in fact, the substance, this being but 
the shadow. 

We hav quoted the exact words of the 
authoress-medium, Miss M. T. Shelhamer, as 
found in the preface of the book, for the ex- 
press purpose of showing that she thoroughly 
believes— 

1. That the book contains information that 
it was impossible for mortals to obtain from 
any other source. 

2. That it contains correct statements of 
localities, surroundings, and pursuits of our 
departed spirit friends. 

Now, if Miss Shelhamer really believes the 
records of her inspired book, it will be well 
for us to consider what can be found in that 
book, and the very position of Miss Shelhamer, 
as the ‘‘ Banner message medium,” will hav 
great weight with many people who peruse 
the book, and many will regard her writings 
as infallible, as Christians do the Bible. 

Let us see. In looking over the contents 
we find, under the heading of Chapter IV, 
* Zencollia City and its Surroundings.” A 
city in the spirit world? Well, here is some- 
thing remarkable. Let us turn to page 54 
and see what we can find out about Zencollia 
city. Hereitis. A spirit seems to be relat- 
ing the following : : 

Shall I speak of my surroundings in the sum- 
mer-land? Shall I tell you of the beautiful city 
that we in the eterna! world call Zencollia—mean- 
ing really “city of light,” so called from the brill, 
iant rays which are reflected back from its towers- 
minarets, and gleaming walls when the sunlight 
falls upon them? The spires and towers of this 
city gleam in the distance as I am seated by my 
eastern window. Its white walls, glistening with 


alabaster-like spotlessness, seem to tell of purity 
and peace. 


Our space forbids but a limited notice of 
this material spirit city, and we will simply 
giv a condensed statement of the kinds of 
material used to make up this, to us, imag- 
inary city. In it we find a ‘“ brazen temple,” 
which is spoken of by the spirit as being the 
* most massiv building I hav ever beheld.” 
It is said to be ‘‘ surrounded by an open space 
paved with delicate pink and white tiles of 
shining translucent stone. A flight of varie- 
gated marble steps lead to the vestibule, 
which is also paved with pink and white 
tiles." 

Great heavens! what an improvement this 
is upon the gold-paved streets of the Chris- 
tian’s New Jerusalem! 

The halls of this temple are ‘ furnished 
with roomy seats for the accommodation of 
the audience; a raised platform at the farther 
end, upon which stands a marble table and a 


cushioned seat, something like a capacious 
sofa.” Materialistic Spiritualism run wild, is 
the best comment we can offer right here. 
The floors (says our spirit friend) ''are all 
paved with variegated marble, white, streaked 
with delicate pink and sea-green; the pillars 
are of carved ivory." Isthatso? Who did 
the carving, pray? But wait. This is not 
all, for paint-shops are in existence in the 
spirit world, for our spirit friend informs us 
that ‘‘ the lofty ceilings are frescoed in the 
faintest azure, white, and gold.” 
such Spiritualistic-materialistic nonsense, and 
this coming as it does through the organism 
of such a well-known medium as Miss M. T. 
Shelhamer. This is sent forth to a skeptical 
world as bona-fide truth; and no wonder that 
true Spiritualists will turn away and ask the 
question, ‘‘ Whither are we drifting ?” 

The theory that cities in the spirit wcrld 
are built up as cities are built in this material 
world won't go down with the true Spirit- 
ualist of this century. In fact, the theory 
advanced by materialistic Spiritualists that 
there is à material spirit world, and that our 
spirit friends draw from their dying material 
bodies another material body, must soon go 
to the wall, as we are taught by advanced 
Spiritualistic spirits. 

These spirits laugh at the idea that there is 
8 refined-matter-spirit world surrounding this 
world; they all say that this material world 
is the real spirit world, and that spirits never 
leave this world to.go to another world. 
They inform us that the man-made doctrin 
of the spheres is the rankest humbug, and 
that it will not bear the slightest scientific 
criticism. They claim that- they are now in 
a disembodied condition—that they are de- 
pendent upon our mortal bodies for means of 
making themselvs known to mortals. They 
are dependent upon conditions which sur- 
round us, whether they are able to enter into 
our bodies and take the complete possession 
of us or not. 

The idea that just above us there is a tan- 
gible world of matter is so absurd that none 
but the imaginativ can conceive of such a 
thing. The idea that there is such a material 
city as Zencollia, with its temple of brass, 
which reflects back the sunlight, its white 
walls, its marble pavements, its marble tables, 
its capacious sofas, etc., is simply imagina- 
tion, and should be looked upon in the same 
light as the absurd tales in the ‘‘ Arabian 
Nights” or the fairy tales which charmed our 
childhood, and not put before the world as 
absolute truth. We can only regard the 
spirit or band of spirits who hav been the au- 
thors of such romantic nonsense as enemies 
of truth, and that they can obtain possession 
of a medium in such a high position as Miss 
Shelhamer is, to say. the least, lamentable. 

We claim the only way this can be arrived 
atis: 

1. That we understand ourselvs that we 
are not composed of matter, and that we 
dwell in matter, and that we exist at the hour 
of the death of our bodies entirely independ- 
ent of matter. 

2. That we are dependent upon the charity 
of mediums, the very moment we leave our 
bodies, for a way and means of making our- 
selvs known to our mortal friends, by taking 
possession of the bodies and spirits of said 
mediums. If this is true, are we not doing a 
most important work in urging all medium- 
istic persons to place themselvs under proper 
conditions for the development of their me- 
diumistic gifts, so that returning spirits may 
hav & means to make themselvs known to 
their friends who remain in the mortal form ? 


Work for the Fool-Killer, 
From New Thought, Des Moines, Iowa. 

If Spiritualism 'should be proved false, the 
fool-kilier would hav to employ a large force of 
deputies, for it seems as though & majority of peo- 
ple now-a-days believe in it.—Stgns of the Times. 


Whether Spiritualism is ** proved false” or 
not, the fool-killer wil hav more work per 
capita among the Seventh Day Adventists 
than among any other class of people outside 
the idiot asylums. _ 

Adventism originated in the Miller move- 
ment tbat 1843 would put an eternal quietus 
to all things mundane. The. time went by 
and the fool-killer failed to come to time, so 
many of the Adventists went into the lunatic 
asylums. 

In 1844 the general collapse was coming 
sure, but that failed; that is, the year came, 
but not so the event ‘‘ spoken of by all the 
holy prophets.” They next set 1848, then 
1858, then 1854, then 1856, then 1868, then 
1878, and soon. In 1858 the Adventists went 
around singing : : 

I looked for him in forty-three, 


For so I read his word; | 
I looked again in forty-four, 


Confound 


But hope was long deferred. 
"Tis eighteen hundred, fifty-three, 
I'm looking for him still ; 
In eighteen hundred, fifty-four, 
His purpose he'll fulfil. 


These fanatical movements were followed 
with other worse fanaticism stil. The Sey. 
enth Day Adventists got ‘‘ the holy rolls,” in 
which they would lie down and roll over the 
floor, sometimes in a nude state. They 
preached ‘‘ the shut door "—no more salvation 
for sinners. They soon attached feet-wash. 
ing, Seventh Day Sabbathism, Ellen Whites 
visions, and a hundred other things which 
made them act more like slobbering idiots 
than like sane men. We are glad, however, 
to recognize that their best men are leaving 
them and the balance are dropping out some 
of the most idiotic part of their religion, 
Still their best men ignore the facts of science 
and hold on to many of their former follies, 
There is still much work for the fool- killer 
among the Adventists. 


Queer Liberals. 
From the Progressive Age, Grand Rapids, Mich, 
Mr. J. D. Hazen, one. of Kent county's 
foremost farmers, and & Liberalist, was re. . 
quested by his niece at Dundee, N.Y., to 
donate toward a Baptist church debt at that 
place, of which she isa member. Mr. Hazen 


‘declined doing so for the sole reason that 


he disapproves of the teaching of the ortho- 
dox religion. This shows consistency. There 
are some Infidels who largely contribute to- 
ward orthodox churches and then procure 
the best of talented orators to break down 
again what they aided to erect. 


Preaching in Boston. 
From the Investigator, Boston, Mass, 

The preaching business is not what it was, 
nor is it to continue just what it is now. It 
cannot resist being pushed ahead and im- 
ptoved by the prevailing Liberalism of the 
age; so that now, even in orthodox churches, 
one hears so little of “hell” and the “ devil,” 
that he is almost ready to conclude that they 


‘hav faded out, and are known only as “ lost 


arts.” This change has been accomplished 
by Liberalism, which will eventually revo- 
lutionize religion and transform the teachers 
of superstition into teachers of reason and 
common sense. Meanwhile, it is interesting 
to look into the churches occasionally, and, 
by contrasting their present sentiments with 
those of other days, mark the improvement 
that is taking pláce almost everywhere in the 
preaching business. 


Mr. Eckhard's Picture. . 
From the Sunday Gazetteer, Denison, Texas. 

The editor of the New York TRUTH SEEKER 
will please accept the thanks of the Gazetteer 
for a copy of a beautiful specimen of artistic 
work, recently published by Mr. Charles Eck- 
hard, entitled the Nine Demands. It is an 
engraving, 24 by 19 inches, on heavy plate 
paper. At the head of the sheet are cabinet- 
sized likenesses of Jefferson, Washington, 
and Paine, the fathers of our republic. At 
the sides are Franklin and John Adams, and . 
between these two are printed the Nine 
Demands of the American Secular Union in 
conspicuous type. At the foot are Lafay- 
ette, Girard, and Ingersoll, making eight like- 
nesses in all. Inscribed beneath each portrait 
is some radical sentiment quoted from the 
author pictured over it. In the space be- 
tween the portraits and around them are 
arabesques of vines and flowers in profusion, 
and the panel inclosing the Nine Demands is 
surmounted on each corner by Mr. Eckhard's 
design of the flag abovethe cross. The whole 
makes an exceedingly handsome work for 
framing. "The artistic part is equal to the 
best, and the portraits are as true to nature 
as the phótographs from which they were 
transferred. The design will be sent post- 
paid, by mail, for $1, by the Truth Seeker 
Company, 28 Lafayette place, New York. 
J. M. Lea has placed our copy in à hand- 
some oak frame, and it is now occupying a 
conspicuous place on the walls of the Gazetteer 
sanctum. 


BIBLE MYTHS 


AND THEIR 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


The objectof the work 1s to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. 

“Tt is unquestionably true that the results of a. 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are . 
nowhere else so accessible as they are now made 
in the work before us.”—N. Y.S 

1vol.8vo. Cloth. About $00] Das on. 


Price, $2.50, 
THE TRUTH SEFKFR ANNUAL 


Price, 35 cents. 
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. Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


OALIFORNIA. 

J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. ` 
Dr. J. L. York, San. Jose, Cal. 

OANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto.. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 

COLORADO. 

J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 

IDAHO. : 
A. Erwin, Murray. 

ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 802 State street, and Brentano 

Bros., Chicago. 

INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. í 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 

KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. . 


MAINE. 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
i Mills). 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MICHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 46b. 2 
Chas. Sach, 138 S. Division St., Grand Rapids. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 
Phillip Roeder, 822 Olive st., 8t. Louis. 
E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 
Lang & Co., 709 Olive st., St. Louis. 
_ NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
. NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 865 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
H. Adler, cor. Essex & Grand sts., New York. 


OHIO. . 
N. Hexter, 303 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila. 
George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 


~ TENNESSEE. ; 
Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 


TEXAS. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 


UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A, Jost, Ogden. 
Henry Booth, Stockton. 


ENGLAND, s 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


Robt. G. Ingersoll’s 
OPENING SPEECH TO THH JURY 


in the suit of the 
Bankers and Merchants’ 
graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 


So many Hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that THE TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them; for ten cents each. 


Tele- 


YRY-SQUARE; 


OR, 
The Church of Practical Religion. 
BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 

' guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. ` 


For sale at this office. 


Fathers of Our Republic, 


Paine, Jefferson, Washington, 
Franklin. 


A LECTURE delivered before the Tenth Annual 
Congress of the American Secular Union, 
- in Ohickering Hall, New York 
November 18, 1886. 
By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
Price 15 cents. ] 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


Price, $1.00. 


IS THE GOD OF ISRAEL 
THE TRUE GOD? 


The Narrativ of the Five Books of Moses, 
Joshua, and Judges, and the 
New Testament. 


By Israel fi W. Groh. 


rice 25 cents. Address 
TH TRUTH SEEKE R OO. 


THE 


Unrivaled in Tone, Touch and Workmanship. - 


Wo = 

- b € 
Cor. 87th zc SO 'Tnird AY xe York. 
Col. Kelso’s Works. | sOCiAL WEALTH. 


1 The Sole Factors and Haact Ratios in Its 
The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- Acguirement and Apportionment. 
hammer Logic unsurpassed.” 8V0.» 833pp., 


silk cloth, $3. : By J. K. INGALLS, 

Deity Analyzed and the Devil’s De- | Price, Cloth, - - $1 00, 
fense. A thorough analysis of the Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
claims for the existence of the Bible deity, and 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
an examination in verse of the charges gener- 


ally brought against his Satanic majesty. 
12mo, 466pp., $1.50. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
-goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Christians‘are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12mo, 245pp.,$1. . 


Infidel Death Beds. 
By G. W. FOOTE, 


Price, - - 2 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


HOW TO STRENCTHEN 
THE MEMORY; 
OR, 
Natural and Scientific Methods of 
Never Forgetting. 
By M. L. HOLBROOK, M.D, 
12mo, 160 pp. - «= = = $1.00 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


oe? 


FACTORY & WAREROOMS, 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER 
DEATH IMPROBABLE. 
By L. R. SMITH. 
| Pamphlet, 82pp., 12mo, - Price, 10 cents. 


Published and for sale by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE NEW GOD. 
BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 


Price 10 cents. 
Address Tae TRUTH SEEKER OoMPANY. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
a. BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate Pamphlet. Though 

anonymous, it is now known to be the work of W. 
H. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents. 

| than 30,000 copies hav been sold. 
For sale at this office. 


l More 
Price, 15 cenis. 


= 


Truth Seeker Annual 


Hreethinkens’ Almanac, 
= 1887. 


(E. M. 287.) 


[E91 eS Sj ELS i 


*+ WITH + ILLUSTRATIONS. + 


COITTEITITS. 


Calendar for 1887, - - - . . 
Freethought in the United States; 1886, - 
Liberty. Address by Grover Cleveland, 

The Coming Dawn. By D. Louis Bodge, 
Freethought Abroad, - - - - - - 


Sunday, Oath, and Blesphemy Laws oí the 
States and Territories of the United States, 

The Right to Testify. By F. M. Holland, 

The American Secular Union. By Samuel P. 
Putnam, . . š 2 : z : - : 

The Parson. A Story. By Si Slokum, 
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PRICE, 25 CENTS 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 25. 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood st&.; at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rate 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Ear 
of Essex and his bride, a.p., 1590. By Wm. HENRY 
Busgr. Price, 25cents. For sale at this office. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of afl Anti-Bibli- 
cal Works. * 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


: “The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, dene Six copies for 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Grea 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more suct 
flaming arguments . . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of asepa 
ration.” 

Price, 35 cents. 


For either of these works or any of Paine’ 
writings, Address THE RUTH SEEKER. 


VULTAIRE'S ROMANCES, 


OONTENTS : 


The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.— Zadig 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princes, 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowus. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas.— 
The World asit Goes.—The Black and the White 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touchen 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Piato's Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure,—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid paper. With 6% 
engravings. Price, cloth, beveled boards, $1.50; pay 
per covers, $1. calf or half morocco, marbled 
edges, $4,00. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE DAWNING, 


A NOVEL. 


“ Oh, heaven! Apollo is once more amon 
herdsmen of Admetus, and the herdsmen 
not it is the Sun-god !” 


An octavo volume of nearly 400 pages, bound 
cloth. Price, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Oo. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


' THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION, 


From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION, 
Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


WORKS OF O, B. WHITFORD, M.D. 


Christianity a Reward for Crime. 


Authenticated by the Bible. 
Paper, 12mo, 29 pages, - " 5 


100. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 


Paper, 12mo, 47 pages,  - - - 135 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages; 250. 


A Masonic Vindication of Right. 
A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 86 pages; - =- - = 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

: 28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America, 
BY A CAPITALIST, 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime, It deale with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remedy, the author thinks. isin communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it will be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism, The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. 


Paper,50c; cloth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


OR, 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


be 


BY 
H.J. SEIGNEURET, 
Secularist. 
Price, - - - - 10 cents. 
HISTORY 
OF THE 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 
Revised Edition—-2 vols—Price, $8. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
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dlews of the Week. 


` Tug New York Leader, 


a Labor daily, sus- 


pended publication on the 11th. The editors On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. ; 


‘gay that the hanging of the Anarchists made 
that day appropriate for the death of the 
paper. George’s daily, the Argus, is also 
„suspended. 


Firry-ninz bartenders . 
were arrested for selling 
liquor in this city last 
Sunday. 

Tue pastorship of Bee- 
cher’s church has been 
offered to an English 
preacher named Berry. 


Tug doctors hav de- 
cided that the crown 
prince of Germany has 
jncurable cancer of the 
throat. 


Witiram Astor, John 
Jacob  Astor's brother, 
has gives $100,000 to the 
Protestant Episcopal ca- 
thedral. 


PosTMASTER-QEN ER AL 
Vinas reports that the 
United States postal ser- 
vice is now for the first 
time self-supporting. 


TuE steel tubing made 
in Cleveland for the Lick 
telescope has reached 
California. It is 50 feet 
long and 8 feet in diam- 
eter. . 

Tue Independent Pres- 
byterian church of Sa- 
vannah, Ga., has declined 
to engage the Rev. Leon- 
ard Woolsey Bacon, of 
Connecticut, for a pastor, 
because Bacon is an Ab- 
olitionist. 


In last week’s election in this state the 
Democratic plurality was 17.883. The total 
George vote was 69,662; Prohibition, 40,996. 

H. P. Bravarsxky and Mabel Collins, the 
daughter of Mortimer Collins, hav started a 
new magazine in London, devoted to matters 
mystical and theological. They call it Lucifer. 

Tae Rev. C. W. Millen, pastor of the Wash- 
ington-street Methodist church, Brooklyn, 
who gained such pleasant notoriety recently, 
has gone into the flour business. 

Tuomas Foner, aged 68, of Albany, went 
toachurch in Fourth avenue, this city, last 
Sunday. He had scarcely seated himself 


when his head dropped upon his chest and ; 


he died. : 

Six thousand people followed the dead 
Anarchists of Chicago to their graves last 
Sunday. 'The societies of New York were 
prevented by the police from holding memo- 
1 Services. 


Tnx defeat of ‘the George party did not 


diminish the attendance at the Anti-Poverty j 


Society’s meeting Sunday night. Dr. Mc- 


Glynn spoke and made the statement that: 


60,000 voters had to be bought to bring about 
the result of the recent election. Í 

THERE was @ riot in London last Sunday. 
Bocial, Radical, and Irish societies were for- 
bidden to hold a meeting in Trafalgar square, 
but persisted in doing so and were resisted by 
the police. Two hundred citizens and forty 
policemen are reported to hav been wounded 
in the fray. 

Tux personal effects of the late Henry Ward 
Beecher were sold at auction in this city last 
week. "They included his library and collec- 
tion of curiosities, paintings, statuary, etc. 
Many of the articles sold bore evidence of 
having been gifts to the great preacher. All 
of the articles sold brought large prices. 

Firrzzn members of the National League 
were sentenced on the 19th, at Kilrush, Ire- 
land,to one month's imprisonment at hard 
labor. "Their crime was attending unlawful 
meetings. William O’Brien, the editor-agita- 
tor, is in jail at Dublin, and is somewhat re- 
calcitrant, refusing to don the prison uni- 
form. 

Tue Progressiv Labor party held a mass 
meeting at Union Square on the evening of 
October 8th. Without the slightest provoca- 
tion the police charged upon the assemblage, 
and some fifty persons were severely clubbed 
and the meeting broken up. The leaders of 
the party asked for redress, but the author- 
ities, having ‘‘ investigated” the affair, report 
that no censure attaches to the police! 


THE ORDER OF CREATION 


Gladstone, Huxley, 
MM Linton, Reville, 


t OONTENTS: 
; I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. By.Hon. 
„E. Gladstone. E 1 
II. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 
preters of Nature. By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 
TI. Postscript to Solar Myths. 
aller. 


| Ili 
| ! 


By Prof. Maxi 
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IY. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. 
By Hon, W. E. Gladstone. 
V. Dawn of Creation Es d to Mr. Glad- 
ne. ert Reville, D.D. 
VI. Me Gladstone and Genesis By Prof. T. H. 


Huxley. : 
VII. A Protestanda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
ton 
This is a new book and contains the latest discus- 
sion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of the 
participants are a guarantee of its able character. 


Price, paper, 59 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
ae Lafayette Pl..New York. 


Odds and Ends. 


TuHE report that the heat of forest fires in West 
Virginia is causing trees to bud will be welcome 
news to many miserable sinners. There may be 
shade trees in hades, i 


“Mies Warnpo (of Boston, discussing literary 
matters): "Hav you read ‘Homo Sum.’ Mr. 
Wabash?” Mr. Wabash (of Obicago, who is keep- 
ing up his end of the conversation with difficulty) : 
* Weli—er—yes, Mies Waldo, I hav read Homo 
some, but not a great deal,” 


PRoOHIBITIONIST (who has been descanting upon 
| the glories of Prohibition): “But, my young 
friend, you don’t look well.” Young man: *I'ma 
little faint, that's all, sir.” Prohibitionist : ** Can 
I do anything for you?” Young man: "You 
might lend me your bottle for a moment, sir.” 


A Boston mother was putting her little one to 
bed and said: “I think, Flossie, you are old 
enough to learn an evening prayer. I'm going to 
say it for you, and you wi!l repeat it after me.” 
“Yeth’m.” lisped the httle one. ‘ Well, we'll be. 
igin, Are you ready?” *'Yeth'm. Let ’er go, 
Gallagher I? 


“Yrs, dear children,” said the Sunday-schoo) 
teacher, '* with God nothing is impossible.” ‘*Can 
: He make a thing a foot long with only one end to 
j it?” inquired Bobby, who is a 8mall but earnest 

Christian. ‘ Now, Bobby,” said the teacher, with 
‘gentle reproof, “you are talking foolishly. 
i“ What's the matter with a dog's tail?" asked 
! Bobby, 


E 
A CERTAIN Sunday-school superintendent goes 
to see little Clara's big sister quite often. **Chil- 
dren," said he to the school last Sunday, “ we are 
; told in your leaflets to-day to love the Lord. Do 
| you know what ‘love’ is?” “It’s when you hug 
my sister in the parlor, sir,” spoke up Clara from 
the front row. 


Cramrson: ‘Remember that newspaper man 
who insulted me last week?” Shortpantz: “I re- 
member. You said you were going to hav satis- 
faction.” ‘* Well I called on him, and he threw 
me down stairs." “Then you are not satisfied? 

." Yes, Iam. I've been hcked as well as insulted, 
and so I hav concluded to let the matter drop.” 


* How do you like the character of 8t. Paul?» 
asked a parson of his landlady one day, during a 
conversation about the old saints and apostles, 
* Ah, he was a good, clever old goul, I know, for 
he once said, you know, that we must eat what is 
set before us, and ask no questions for conscience 
sake. I always thought I should like him fora 
boarder.” 


He put on his hat, started slowly for the door, 
hesitated, came back, sighed deeply, and took the 
lily white hand in his own, and pressed it to his 
lips. “Katie,” he murmurmed, I hav waited 
long—oh, how long !—for this opportunity. Will 
you, Kate, will you, darling; be mine?” * Henry," 
she replied. with a look half of sorrow and half of 
determination, "it can never be? ‘*Never be! 
Oh, why hav you permitted me to hope? Why 
hav you encouraged me, only to stamp upon my 
bleeding heart at last?” '*Iam sorry, Henry, but 
I can never be yours. I hav other objects in 


JOSEPH'S UNMINISTERIAL CONDUCT. > 
And it came to pass after these things, that his master's wife, etc. But he refused, etc. Read Gen. xxxix. 


view." “Other objecis1” "Yes, Henry ; I cannot 
consent to belong to any man, I intend that you 
shall be mine.” ; i 


“ FRANKLIN.” said tbe professor, who was about 
to introduce Professor Morse to the Alumni of a 
Western college, * Franklin drew tbe lightning 
from heaven and controled its power to harm, 
but it was left to Professor Morse, gentlemen, to—” 
puzzled to know exact y what he should say, “It 
was left to Professor Morse, gentlemen; to—reduce 
it to a horizontal position.” 


A WESTERN church bad been without a pastor 
for some months, and finally a stranger applied 
for the honorable position. ‘Ever preach be 
fore?" * Yes; I’ve worked the evangelist racket.” 
“ Hav you any letters of recommendation or in- 
doraement?" * No, but I can prove that I run a 
poker-joint two years,and served three years in 
the penitentiary before I reformed.” 

t Youna man,” inquired the apostle, ‘t hav you 
ever experienced religion?” ‘I came very near it 
once, sir,” was the young man's response., *Iused 
to help a pretty little girl hold up a hymn book 
every Sunday evening in church, and I was get- 
ting so good that I fairly neglected my business. 
But one night I caught her flirting with an usher. 
I put a ten-dollar bill in the contrbution box, and 
havn't been to church since,” 


Tues liquor store on the corner burnt, 
And the minister prayed next day, 
Telling the Lord he was just and good 

In wiping the pest away. 


But lightning struck the minister's church 
And burnt it to the ground, 

And the liquor people thanked the Lord 
That he passed such things around ! 


CnaxGE of heart, Omaha man: ** My gracious! 
We'll be late. Get your things on.” Wife: "My 
dear, it’s raining pitchforke, and the wind is blow- 
ing a hurricane." ‘We hav strong umbrellas,” 
* My dress will be ruined." “Wear your water- 
proof." “And you know you hav a cold.” “Ican 
wear rubbers; I wouldn’s mies that opera for—” 
“Opera? This is not opera night; its prayer- 
meeting night." * Oh! I wonder if our preacher 
thinks people are idiots enough to stir out of the 
house such a night ab this.” 


A CLERGYMAN foiled. A clerical-looking gentle- 
man, in the hope of obtaining a contribution, 
entered the office of a Texas newspaper, and, find- 
ing the editor at his desk, said : “I am soliciting 
aid for a high-toned gentleman of refinement and 
intelligence, who is in need of a little ready money, 
but is too proud to make known his sufferings.” 
“ Why !” exclaimed the editor, * I'm the only man 
in town that answers that description. What's 
the gentleman's name?" *'Iam not at liberty to 
disclose his name," “It must be me, parson, 
God bless you and prosper you in your good 
work," said the editor, wiping away a tear. The 
editor says that the look the parson gave him will 
haunt him in his grave. 


LIFE. 


A PROSE POEM. 


By R. G. INGERSOLL. 
‘Printed in colors on board, beveled edges. 
Price 50 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


| Gems of Thought. 


Be strong in your integrity and resolve to do 
right at all times, though to do so causes you to be 
unpopular in the eyes of men.—D. M. Bennett, 

Ir after a deliberate and impartial use of our 
‘best faculties, a professed revelation seems to us 
i plainly to disagree with itself, or to clash with 
' great principles which. we cannot question, we 

ought not to hesitate to withhold from it our be- 

lief. I am surer that my 
rational nature is from God 
than tbat any book is the 
expression of his will.—D»r, 
Channing, 

Loaic is not satisfied with 
assertion. Itcares nothing 
for the opinion of the 
"great," nothing for the 
opinions ‘of the many, and 
least of all for the superati- 
tions of the dead. In the 
world of science a fact is a 
legal tender.  Assertions 
and miracles are spurious 
coins. We hav the right to 
rejudge the justice even of 
a gol. Noone should throw 
away his reason—the fruit 
of all experience. It is the 
intelllectual capital of the 
soul, the only light, theou'y 
guide, and without it the 
brain becomes the palace of 
an idiot king, attended by 
a retiuue of thieves and . 
hypocrits.— Col. R. G. Inger- 
soll, Ce 

Ir the question of immor- 

tality had the aetual im- 
perativness which it ever 
had, the defenders of the 
doctrin would not rest until 
its truth was satisfactorily 
demonstrated. As matters 
now stand, there is an al- 
-most nniversal feeling 
among the more thought- 
ful that the problem is in- 
soluble, and that we: can 
very comfortably wait for: 
death to settle it without 
making ourselvs unhappy 
by present controversy.— 
M. A. Bardaker, 

A GaNLID exposition of 
the Athanasian creed by an 
orthodox priest.—Wheu we 
remember how tbe church 

has refined upon, and how enormously it has 

added, to the simple revelation of God, given in 

the holy scriptures; how it bas babbled of the 

three persons in the one substauce of the sacred 

trinity, of the three incomprehensibles, which are 

yet one incomprehensible ; of the three uncreated, 

wbo are yet one uncreated; of the three almigh- 

ties, who are yet one almighty; when we remem- 

ber under what awful penalties it has bidden us, 

“ Worship one God in trinity, and trinity in unity, 

neither confounding the persons nor dividing the 

substance,” we cannot affect much surprise that. 
men who want facts rather than words hav re- 
volted from this terrible cloud of technicahties; 
we cannot even pronounce their revolt an alto- 
gether un"easonable or: unhealthy one; we can 
see, we are bound to admit, that the church is 
largely to blame for their unbelief; we can see and 
admit that it was very natural for them to assume 
that,instead of knowing all about the:great un- 
knowable God, as the church affect/ d to do, we 
really know nothing whatever about him,— Sam 
Cox’s Genests of Evil i 


Onz impulse from a vernal wood 
May teach you more of man, 
Of moral evil, and of good, 
Than all the sages can.— Wordsworth, 


M.: To be miserable implies an existence, but 
you just now denied that the dead had any exist- 
ence; if then they hav not, they can be rothing; 
andif so, they are not even miserable. A.: Per- 
haps I do not express what I mean, for I look upon 
this very circumstance, not to exist after having 
existed, to be very miserable. M.: What, more so 
than not to hav existed at all? therefore, those 
who are not yet born are miserable because they 
are not; and we ourselvs, if we are to be miserable 
after death, were miserable before we were born. 
But I do not remember that I was miserable be- | 
fore I was born, and I should be glad to know, if 
your memory 18 better, what you recollect of youre 
self before you were born.—Cicero’s Tusculan Dis- 
putations, 


Ir there is another state of existence beyond our 
earthly life, it is reasonable to believe that it will 
be entirely natural, and that we will be adapted to 
the conditions there, as we are to our surround. 
ings here. If we do not exist after the dissolution 
of the body—and th»t we shall we think there is 
no proof—nothing awaits us worse than an ever- 
lasting rest. We do not regret that we did 
not exist in the ages of the past. Woy feel sad at 
the contemplation of unconsciousness in the ages 
to come? But unpleasant as is this thought to 
rationalists, who are accustomed to regard ag 
probable a blissful immortality for ali mankind, 
how pleasing the reflection of an eternal sleep in 
comparison with, or rather in contrast to, the ex. 
pectation that, while a few will be happy hereafter, 
the majority of our race will exist forever in ex- 
eruciating and unremitting torment,—Under- 
woos Materialism and Christianity. 


TEEN said one unto bim, Lord are there few that 
be saved? and he said unto them, Strive to enter 
in at the strait gate, for many,I say unto you, 
will seek to enter in, and shall not be able.—Luxe 
xiii, 23, 24. 

In the world's broad fleld of battle, 
In the bivouac of life, 
Be not like dumb, driven cattle! 
Be a hero in the strife. —Longfellow, 
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PIOUS SNIFFLERS. 


** Lord, Lord! that awful Ingersoll has been a hurtin’ uv our feelin’s agin !” 
* And "just to think, brethren, he would even deprive us of the comforts of & Hell!” . 


* @lotes and Clippings. 


Ir is estimated that the Church of England 
receives yearly from tithes, which are equiva- 
lent to taxes, about $20,000,000. Of this 
$15,000,000 goes for salaries of clergymen. 


Ir is reported that detachments of the Sal- 
vation Army are in Jerusalem and that ‘the 
streets of the holy city resound with their 
amens and the jingle of their tambourines.” 


Some Boston reporters recently attended 
a seance given by Mrs. Fay, the materializing 
medium, and grabbed the spirit form of a 
daughter of one of the auditors. When the 
lights were turned on the spirit materialized 
into Mrs. Fay. 


Tue coroner’s inquest into the cause of the 
death of seven persons kil'ed by the fall of a 
parochial school-building in this city Oct. 17th 
finds that the priest, Father Kirner, is respon- 
sible for the catastrophe and for the deaths 
which resulted from it. Kirner was among 
those killed. 


Pnorzssog DRuMMOND, the bright young 
Scotchman, who has been making a visit to 
some of the leading American colleges, says 
that to him their most remarkable feature is 
* their Christian tone."  'Their general at. 
mosphere, he says, is Christian. ‘ They are 
religious institutions." . 


Tue Rev. Samuel D. Hindman, missionary 
to the Indians, some time ago won a verdict 
of $10,000 against Bishop Hare for defüma. 
tion of character. To save further litigation 
the bishop now apologizes. Mr. Hindman 
expresses himself as satisfied, and Bishop 


Hare’s friends hav paid a portion of the court 
expenses. 

Tur Religious Herald (Cong.) says: ‘‘ Con- 
stant vigilance, we are told, is the only safe- 
guard of liberty, and constant watchfulness 
and decision on the part of all true Amer- 
icans is demanded for ‘the perpetuation and 
purity of our common school system.” By 
which the Herald means that Catholicism 
shall be kept out and Protestantism kept in 
the schools. 


A Minnesota office-seeker, after being dis- 
appointed by Governor McGill, went home 
and told his wife about it, and gave his opin- 
ion of the governor in unrevised language. 
His five-year-old boy heard him, and that 
night the mother cautioned him never to use 
such language as his father had. ‘‘Is ital- 
ways wicked to swear, mamma ?” he asked. 
« Y-e-s. But God will forgiv sins,” she said. 
Then the boy kneeled and prayed: ‘‘Forgiv 
me for all my sins, keep me while I sleep— 
and—damn Governor McGill.” 


Tue discussion of the question of the re- 
union of the Northern and Southern Presby- 
terian churches is bringing out some plain 
talk. A Southern writer in a Southern Pres- 
byterian paper says, in the course of an argu- 
ment in favor of union, particularly as a 
means of breaking down some prejudices 
now existing: “ It is a fact that very generally 
in the South any man or woman coming from 
the North to teach or preach to the negroes 
wil hav to bear the burden of social ostra- 
cism. It is a fact that Southern men and 
women can preach to and teach the negro, 
and experience no ostracism. Your daughter, 
young lady though she be, can hang in tender 
affection about the neck of the old black 


mammy and nobody think anything of it, but 
just catch that New England woman trying it.” 


Sam Jonzs recently lectured in Hartford, 
Conn. The original title of his discourse was 
“ Get there, Eli,” but he said that he had 
learned that the people of Hartford objected 
to slang, and he had, therefore, left off the 
“ Eli,” and named his lecture ‘‘ Get There.” 
He got there to such an extent that some of 
his audience went away in anger, claiming 
that Sam Jones was a superfluity in a town 
sheltering Mark Twain. 


Or all the cranky pharisees allowed to run 
at large, Anthony Comstock is the chief. He 
is & most unmitigated nuisance and requires 
most emphatic and summary suppression. 
It may require a fine eye to distinguish be- 
tween an old master’s painting and the mod- 
ern photographer's accurate copy from nat- 
ure of the nude, as to their relativ value as 
“ high art,” but there is no excuse for the 
self-appointed reformer doing the dirty work 
he is regularly engaged in to entrap people 
into breaking the law he has had enacted. 
In the words of the vulgar, Comstock *' bit 
off more than he could chaw” when he at- 
tacked the Knoedlers for selling photo- 
graphic copies of paintings famous the world 
over as examples of the highest works of art. 
—Hoboken Koening News, 


Tus Sabbath issue is becoming more and 
more prominent in municipal politics, and 
the brewers and the preachers hav locked 
horns for the contest. It is suggetsed for the 
benefit of the latter that if they are consistent 
they must accept Ocean Grove as a model. 
There the gates of the city are closed at mid- 
night of Saturday, and no vehicle is allowed 


to enter until Monday. In that quiet city by 
the sea no barber wields a razor on Sunday, 
no newspaper is sold, no milkman vends his 
mixture, no trains arrive or depart, all stores 
are closed, and minister and people alike 
travel on foot. This may be severe in prac- 
tice, but it is consistent. The authorities 
recognize the stern logic of modeling one’s 
acts by his doctrin, and no secular vocation 
or noise is allowed to interrupt the Sunday 
stillness. If the city clergy propose to hav 
this sort of a Sunday in New York they hav 
& big field before them, and to be consistent 
they cannot aim at less.— Mercury, 


Tue truth is that nothing needs more judg- 
ment and discretion than a crusade against 
indecent pictures and books, and, as a general 
rule, such crusades are generally conducted 
with very little of either. Men like Mr. Com- 
stock ought to be confined to the pursuit and 
repression of everything like trade in positiv, 
undeniable unpretentious indecency or ob- 
scenity, but they ought to be very careful 
about going in quest of indecency in fields 
where the scent is likely to be light, and 
their opinions disputed. It is not only ab- 
surd, but mischievous, to hav them engage 
in controversy, either in courts of justice or 
elsewhere, over the line between art and 
immorality. Their opinions are not worth a 
cent in such matters, and by airing them in 
public they always gather a prurient crowd 
around them, and stimulate the traffic in ob- 
scenity by their suggestions and their argu- 
mentation. If there is to be a prosecution in 
this Knoedler case, and these prints should 
send some one to jail, we, for our part, think 
Anthony Comstock should be the man.— 
Evening Post. 
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Communications. 


The Federation of Mankind. 


We all hope for a time when the nations will be at 
‘permanent peace, when the people will hav a voice 

in all governments, when thought will circulate from 
land to land without hindrance from priesthood or 
police, and when every country will be enabled to 
exchange, without needless restrictions, whatever it 
can best spare of its own produce for whatever it 
ean produce only with great difficulty or expense, or 
cannot produce at all. That this last characteristic 
of the Golden Age is as essential and necessary as 
any of the others has been recently shown in the 
book which furnished my title, and which no one ean 
read without interest and profi& even though he 
may, like me, condemn some of the author's pet 
theories as visionary—‘ Protection or Free Trade,” 
by ‘Henry George. 

Never before did the purification of our tariff from 
the so-called protectiv provisions seem so grand to 
me, though I hav been in favor of it for more than 
thirty years, as it does after reading this book. Its 
concluding proposal, to abolish all revenue duties, 
whether internal or external, and all taxes except one 
imposed on land alone, without regard to the value 
of houses and other improvements, has so little 
chance of being adopted at present, according to Mr. 
George’s own confession, that it is hardly worth 
while to say much against it, while his denunciation 
of private property in land as robbery is likely to 
excite even more opposition than it deserves. But, 
however he may err here, he is perfectly right in 
saying that "trade has ever been the extinguisher 
of war, the eradicator of prejudice, the diffuser of 
knowledge" and that “the appointed condition of 
human progress is evidently that men shall come 
into closer relations, and become more and more 
dependent upon each other,” 

Any reader who doubts this need only remember 
that among all ancient races the one which rose 
the highest in political and religious liberty, as well 
‘as in art, philosophy, and science, was precisely that 
which was most successful in foreign commerce. We 
all know how gloriously the example of Athens has 
been followed by Venice, Florence, Holland, and 
Great Britain. So it has been by America, in go far, 
at least, that we now possess perfectly free trade, 
wholly unrestricted even by a tariff for revenue only, 
over a territory equal in longitude to the distance 
‘from Ireland to Bengal, and in latitude to the dis- 
tance from Iceland to the Sahara, We hav proved that 
free trade can last for & hundred years between all 
parts of a region as large as Europe, with the addi- 
tion of Morocco, Egypt, Arabia, Persia, India, Asia 
‘Minor, and a portion of Siberia. Everyone knows 
that our internal free trade has been immensely bene- 
ficial. Nobody wants to giv it up. 

The best possible thing for all the states is that 
each should be allowed to exchange what she can 
produce most profitably for whatever can be pro- 
duced more profitably in the others. Texas, Georgia, 
and other Southern states find it best for them to 
buy their flour, clothes, tools, etc., by selling their 
cotton. Louisiana exchanges sugar as well as cotton 
for what her Northern neighbors can grow or manu- 
facture more cheaply than she can. North Carolina 
devotes herself mainly to tobacco and turpentine; 

© Nevada to silver, and Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas 
and Minnesota to wheat and corn. Thus the miner 
in Michigan and Pennsylvania, like the manufacturer 
in the latter state, or in New York, Ohio, and Massa- 
chusetts, finds customers ready to take his wares and 
giv him food at lower rates than he could raise it for 
himself. These states and their sisters all liv and 
thrive on the liberty given to each to trade with all 
the rest. None of these states tries to raise at home 
what can be procured more cheaply from other parts 
of the Union. Even protectionists generally approve 
of this enjoyment of free trade. Senator Kelly, how- 
ever, has just been consistent enough to insist that 
each state should diversify her industries as far as 
possible. Does he mean that it would be better for 
Massachusetts to raise her cotton, sugar, and oranges 
under glass? What can be better than for the inhab- 
itants of each state to keep on concentrating local 
industry on whatever pays best in that place? Look 
where we will, we see the people of each state pros. 
per on account of their liberty to buy from people 
in other states. 

Why does not the same principle remain true 
when stated thus by Henry George :“ To attempt to 
make a nation prosperous by preventing it from buy- 
ing from other nations is as absurd as it would be 
to attempt to make a man prosperous by preventing 
him from buying from other men ?" Why would it 

be a bad thing for New England to be able to buy as 
freely from Canada as from Alaska, Oregon, and 
_ Texas? How can it be that the great manufacturing 
states of Massachusetts, New York, and Pennsyl- 

vania gain by trading with each other, but- would 
lose by trading with England and Germany? Why 
would not the states which find nothing pay so well 
as raising wheat, corn, tobacco, cotton, and sugar be 


any other people. 


‘lable to make these crops even more profitable if there 


was no tax to pay for exchanging them for French, 
British, and German cloth and hardware rather than 
American? In short, why would not free trade 
work just as well between friendly nations as be- 
tween federal states? If two men would be able to 
trade with mutual profit, if they had a common 
government, would not the bargain still remain a 
good one for both parties, if their separate govern- 
ments would only agree not to put a tax on it? 
What is there about a political boundary to change 
commerce from a blessing to a curse a8 soon as she 
tries to cross it? Is such a supposition any more 
creditable than that of witches losing their power on 
crossing a running stream? 7 
These questions are answered, after a fashion, in 
one of the latest book in favor of our present tariff, 
“Protection versus Free Trade,” by Mr. Henry M. 
Hoyt, 1886. He argues that “industrial entities 
should correspond with political entities,” because 
“the nearer the correspondence the stronger the 
nation.” : 
We all want to hav our nation maintain and in- 
crease her strength. Her domestic free trade does 
much to build her up as an industrial and political 
entity. The only question is whether she would be 
any less of an entity, either political or industrial, if 
her trade were to become more free externally. Great 
Britain is one of the mightiest of industrial and po- 
litical entities, and her industrial power has grown 
enormously since she dropped protection from her 
tariff. Mr. Hoyt says that the siates of our Union 
gain by free trade because they are “living under 
the same laws, customs, language, traditions, relig- 
ion, and ideals,” “under the same moral, social, and 
political forces.” Is New England so far off from 
old England in these respects that it would be ruin- 
ous to lower the wali which now stands between our 
free trade and hers?’ Admitting that a revenue tariff 
should be kept by us as it is by her for the main. 
tenance of political entity, why should we not try to 
outstrip her in the path by which she has carried her 
industrial entity on to such vast proportions? And 
her free trade with nations which hav very different 
institutions from hers, including much higher tariffs, 
has been so profitable, even where their labor is much 
cheaper than hers, that it is well worth while for us 
to strive after a larger share. Henry George illus- 
trates the folly of thinking that we must keep up our 
tariff because other nations hav high ones by drawing 
a comparison which may be restated thus: Suppose 
an island inhabited by ten men, who differ so much in 
occupation as to keep bartering what they produce 
among themselvs. 
after every bargain, of burning half of what they get 
as a sacrifice to their gods; but the tenth does noth- 
ing of the sort. He loses by bis neighbors’ folly, 
but not nearly as much as he would by imitating it. 
And as for coming into competition with cheap labor, 
no one need fear that who considers what England 
makes by trading with India. Mr. Hoyt has much 
to say about the danger of sending labor and capital 
out of the country by suddenly adopting free trade ; 
but the only question at present is about such a 
gradual reduction as will end in leaving us with a 
tariff for revenue only. He admits himself that “ spe- 
cial kinds of wool, of which there is no expectation 
of full home supply,” may properly come in free of 
duty, and the same might be said for Scotch iron. 
Such gains would go far to secure those of our manu- 


facturers who are not also miners or owners of salt- 


springs, borax-lakes, etc., against any loss, especially 
as they would gain by freer access to foreign mar- 
kets. Some monopolists would make less money, 
but the real manufacturers would be able not only to 
sell more goods, but to employ more laborers. The 
change would be most felt, however, by the farmers 
and planters who are now selling at free-trade prices 
and buying at protectionist prices. Mr. Hoyt admits 
that “it might not be difficult to prove that the 
South, as a geographical section, with her special 
cotton product, has been a loser by virtue of her 
membership in this group of free-trading states.” 
The South needs free trade with both of her great 
customers, and so does the West. 

Still more plain is our national need of recovering 
our merchant marine, which has been legislated 
almost out of existence by those who insist with Mr. 
Hoyt on “organizing and conducting our competing 
industries as if we were the only nation on the 
planet.” i 

Henry George is perfectly right in saying that this 
would not be protecting, but boycotting ourselvs. 
His book on the tariff errs only in taking it for 
granted that our nation is a very sick man, who can- 
not be eured except by à new and powerful drug, 
which has never been tried, and whieh the patient 
refuses to take. In fact, Uncle Sam is a strong, 
healthy man, who will be perfectly well and happy 


‘as soon as he gets rid of a quack whom his neigh- 


bor, John Bull, turned off long ago, with such good 
results that he has nearly made up his mind to 
do likewise. The.protectionists are right in saying 
that our national prosperity is greater and more 
generally enjoyed, even among the poor, than that of 
But our prosperity may all be 


Nine of them. are in the habit, 


| carefully than I ought. 


accounted for by the action of known causes, on 
whose tendency all agree. Among our plain advan- 
tages ovet other nations are our internal freedom of 
trade over a vast territory, extending almost from 
tropie to pole; our cheap and rich land; our ability 
to grow cotton and wool as well as food; our vast 
forests; our inexhaustible fisheries ; our rich mines of 


'eoal, iron, lead, and copper; our yet greater wealth: 


in inventiv skill, commercial enterprise, and general 
intelligence; our system of universal education, re- 
cently made much more practical by the addition of 
industrial instruction ; our freedom from the burden 
of privileged castes, and our readiness to let every 
man, of whatever parentage or occupation, take the 
highest place for which his intelligence, character, 
and behavior make him fit. e 

All these insure our prosperity, tariff or no tariff. 
These peculiar advantages would enable.us to hold 
our own against every other nation in both foreign 
and domestic markets, if we were not handicapped 
by that increased price, not only of raw materials but 
‘of many necessaries of life, due to what we call. pro- 
tection. If we will only.untie the cords which we 
hav wound around our own hands we shall find our- 
selvs more successful than ever before in gathering 
in the choicest fruit of all the world’s industry. We 
cannot act as if we were the only nation on the 
planet, any more than any man can act as if he were 
Adam. We can act only as a nation among nations; 
and the great question is how to adapt ourselvs most 
fully and widely to all the conditions of international 
relationship. Nothing is more desirable than the 
brotherhood of nations; and this is best secured by 
establishing the broadest possible liberty. of. com- 
merce, “The spirit of protectionism,” as Henry 
George justly says, “is that of national enmity and 
strife.” “The spirit of free trade is that-of frater- 
nity and peace.” F. M. Hortan. 


— —————— 
The Age of Miracles—Has It Passed Away? 


It may be well to admonish the church that she is 
now, and has been for agés, trading on borrowed or 
doubtful capital. Old traditions, miracles of the 
apostolic age and of later times, with all the other . 
paraphernalia belonging to religious systems, are 
worn completely threadbare; insomuch that her 
ablest sons are losing heart, and even Dean Stanley 
admits that “science will be the religion of the . 
future.” : . 

There is but one way for the church out of this 
dilemma, an only chance to avert the threatening 
catastrophe, and. this is a new miracle, even if but 
one—a fresh manifestation of their ability to propi- 
tiate divine favor, which must be indubitably authen- 
ticated. With this help, she can confidently enter 
on a new lease of power, that may last her many 
centuries. Is not this a consummation devoutly 
to be wished? Is not this a result worth struggling 
for? Does the church in its extremity see any other 
way to avert this impending danger? I confess I.do 
not. E 

I candidly admit that I hav no faith in prayer, as 
generally understood and practiced by the Christian . 
church. I must declare in all humility of opinion 
that she never did, and never can, accomplish the 
least material or other result by it. Even suppose 
the great founder of their faith, or his disciples when 
alive, could achieve these wonders, it only makes it 
all the more clear that, for some cause or other, not: 
understood, there has been a gradual weakening, 
until in our day it has dwindled to nothingness. 
Nor is this strange. In Christ's own time they were * 
as impotent as now, for he said to them, “ Verily I 
say unto you,if ye hav faith as a grain of mustard 
seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence 
to yonder place, and it shall remove; and nothing 
Shall be.impossible unto you." These are the words 
of God himself according to the book. If it was true 
then, it must be true now; and as I am desirous of 
fairly ascertaining just how much faith there is left 
in the world, I make the following proposition, in 
order to help the church out of her extremity, and to 
absolutely determin the power of prayer. M 

I waive all minor objections, and shall be willing 
to accede to any fair alteration of the forms: herein. 
after stated, not designing to act the part of a quib- 
bler, my object being to do some good, after having 
waited patiently for years for some abler pen to set 
this matter forth in order to rid the church of the 
stigma east upon her by designing enemies. 

I propose that the Christian church shall assemble 
together, from ali quarters of the globe, her most 
righteous members, to any number not exceeding 
one thousand, nor less than five hundred; of these 
numbers, or any proportion of them, at least one-half . 
shall be women; and in any event, a fair proporticn 
to be of the Roman Catholic faith ; and I make these 
stipulations because I am anxious, as they worship 
the same Christ and the same God, to show a hbəral- 
ity of spirit that reaches and extends to a'l alike. 
Some may say that I limit the assembly to fewer 
To these I answer that I hav 
earefully considered this point, and allowed for the 
weakening of their power, which I know they will 
candidly admit; but if one person in Christ's day 
with faith only as large as a grain of mustard seed 
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could move a motintain, ought not one thousand 


righteous persons, in our day, be able easily to 
accomplish the task I shall impose upon them? I 
pause fora reply. Others may be disposed to ask 
why I stipulate that one-half of the number shall be 
women. 
forth, I must be allowed to say that, as I am ex- 
. tremely anxious for the entire success of this test, I 
would consider it destined to be a lamentable failure 
without the aid of woman. If there is, or ever was, 
the slightest efficacy in prayer, it must result from 
the fervent petitions to the most high made by the 
godly mothers, who in all ages hav been the salt of 
the earth, and in the prayers and petitions of a single 
one of. whom I hav more faith than in the entreaties 
of any hundred men that ever lived. 

On a momentous occasion like this I must state 
the whole truth, and I am thus obliged to say, though 
possibly it is my fault, as one of the unregenerate, 
that I never yet looked at a man praying but. he 
instantly loomed up before me as an arrant hypocrit, 
end the words of the psalmist were verified, “They 
are encased in their own fat; with their mouths they 
speak proudly.” This may arise from my being a 
man, and knowing them so well; but the book tells 
us that the “heart of man is deceitful above. all 
things, and desperately wicked,” and also that “there 
ig none that doeth good, no, not one.” 

Strong impressions are often received suddenly, 
cling to us tenaciously, and giv a tinge to our whole 
lives. I once stood by a casket and heard a cold, 
heartless Calvinistic minister, who only needed the 
five-pointed iron collar round his neck to complete 
his symmetry, con his dull routine of funereal prayer 
over the remains of a widow’s only child and support, 
a daughter, who died in the sunrise of womanhood; 
and his icy formality, his unrelenting look, his hard, 
flinty tones, were far more repulsiv to me than the 
apana of the frozen clods as they tumbled on her 
coffin.. 

I once heard of a good Methodist brother (and I 
state it for a veritable fact) who found time, during 
his importunities at the throne of grace, to stop long 
enough to take a huge quid of tobacco, the better to 
: implore the divine beneficence. These men, recol- 
lect, were great lights in their respectiv churches ; 
yet to me both of them were guilty of nothing less 
than horrid blasphemy; and no woman ever could bs 
guilty of the frigidity of the one nor the boorishness 
of the other, when prostrated before, and breathing 
utterances supposed to be winging their way to, the 
throne of the Most High God. 

Whatever opinion I may entertain, as to the power 
of prayer in the abstract, the saintly petitions of the 
noble women of every age, in their love for the liv- 
ing and their sorrow for the dead, as they hav 
. floated in tender pathos and melodious cadence to 

the realms beyond the music of the spheres, whether 
it be the blessed abodes of the pagan, the paradise 
of the Mohammedan, or the heaven of the Christian, 
command a heartfelt and deferential respect. It is 
not strange, therefore, that, permeated with this feel- 
ing, I make it imperativ that an equal number of this 
assembly be composed of women. 

While I limit the number at the place selected, I 
do not object to all good people throughout the 
world joining in these exercises, should the church 
accede to my proposition. The unpremeditated words 
of the psalmist, spoken in an age of comparativ 
ignorance, “ that their line is gone out through all the 
earth, and their words to the end of the world,” hav 
& peculiar significance, in these days of the telegraph, 
that was never known before, nor intended by him. 

If my proposition be accepted, it will fly on the 

_ wings of the lightning; and as the time approaches 
for the trial, the feeling will increase in intensity, 
and the electric currents of the universe throb in 
unison with the undertaking, and all kindreds, na- 
tions, peoples, and tongues join in the services. And 
at such a time it would not be strange if the so-called 
“Christian” nations of Europe, even if engaged in 
bloody conflict, over that horrid political nightmare, 
diplomatically called the ‘‘ balance of power,” should 
stay their hands, and for the period allotted to these 
services, remit their bacchanal of human butchery. 

When the church has acceded to the terms hereto- 
fore and hereinafter mentioned, which I will do all 
in my power to make mutually satisfactory, there will 
be placed a rock weighing at least five tons on the 
scuth side of the Alleghany river at or near the city 
of Oil City, state of Pennsylvania, United States of 
America; and this-praying-band is to assemble at 
any place to suit themeelvs, but not closer than five 
hundred feet to the first position of said rock; nor 
are they to be allowed to approach closer than this 
distance, if the rock should mysteriously move from 
its original resting-place. They are to devote as 
much time as suits them of each day, for a period not 
to exceed one calendar month, in praying for the re- 
moval of said rock to a distance not to exceed one 
mile from its first position to its final resting-place 
(if success crowns their efforts), on what is known-as 

‘the “Summit” on the north side of said Alleghany 
river, below and close to the city aforesaid. 

The said rock to be closely watched during this 
time, day and night, by twelve disinterested persons, 


Honestly entertaining the views I now set 


.necromancers. 


six believers and six unbelievers, who are to take 
portions of the twenty-four hours as may suit them, 
so that by no possibility can there be any deception 
or jugglery in the matter. 

It may be asked why I refuse to allow them to 
approach nearer than five hundred feet to said rock. 
I answer, because I am fully convinced that whatever 
results can by the remotest possibility be attributed 
to prayer are simply the product of some form of 
electricity; and if I were to allow them to go too 
close, in their fervor they might evolve so much of 
the subtle fluid às to move the ponderous mass from 
its position, and thus wrongfully get credit for a 
miracle which would be the result only of natural 
causes. If any person or persons think this a whim- 
sical cavil, I beg them to stop and consider while I 
offer a word of explanation. 

During all their great revival meetings, which are 
generally crowded, they get all those whom they ex- 
pect to convert in a close circle around the altar, 
where they can not only be near them, but touch 
them; and as the leaders of these revivals are gen- 
erally in good physical health, having an easy living 
and little to do, while on the other hand those they 
act upon are, as & rule, inclined to weakness bodily 
and mentally, it is easy to see the revivalists hav a 
great advantage. And even if both parties are phys- 
ically equal, the same theory will hold, as we all know 
what a tremendous power a great orator will exert, 
and he but a single person and his audience hundreds 
or even thousands. If it was the direct result of 
prayer, a gentle petition, floating silently to the 
throne of God, its action on an individual would be 
the same if he was in India and the prayer made in 
America. But nothing of the kind can be done by 
our modern prayer mongers. They must hav the in- 
dividual close to them, and then, with the air sur- 
charged with electricity, they can apparently accom- 
plish inexplicable results, like the Spiritualists and 
It is worthy of remark that Christ 
always laid on hands—touched the person or the per- 
son touched him—and at onetime used clay. So we 
see in every instance a tinge of materiality. 

To be sure, they often claim great wonders accom- 
plished by individual prayers, but, like their oft-told 
miracles, they cannot prove them. If the church 
will organize this praying-band to my satisfaction 
and in conformity with the views herein expressed, 
and on such a basis as shall convince me ol their ab- 
solute sincerity, then, within fifteen days after being 
duly notified by a responsible committee, composed 
of one member from each of the ten leading sects, 
when they wil: be in readiness, I agree to deposit, or 
cause to be deposited, in the Chemical National Bank 
of the city of New York, the sum of one million of 
dollars, “good and current coin of the realm;” said 
sum to be so placed previous to the commencement 
of said time of prayer for the before mentioned 
period of thirty days. And in case they are success- 
ful, and remove said rock as herein stipulated, then 
the said sum of one million dollars to be paid to the 
members of the band, or to such persons as the 
church shall direct. 

Evil disposed persons may feel inclined to ask why 
I offer this large sum as an inducement for the ac- 
complishment of this miracle, insinuating that the 
church ought to do all this and more, with an eye 
simply to the glory of God. To these I answer that 
as far as I myself am concerned, I hay no faith what- 
ever in the enurch doing anything without she can 
see money init; and although I do not altogether 
like this pecularity, yet for the sake of the vast good 
it will do, if successful, I willingly accede to this, 
her little peccadillo, without venturing any opinion 
pro or con on the matter. 

It is further understood that if this rock is so 
moved to the said Summit, on a piece of land to be 
provided by me, of not less than five acres in extent, 
it is to be under my control, and for my sole use and 
benefit, for a period not to exceed ten years from the 
day it is without human agency removed to its final 
resting-plaes, where I agree to inclose it in a build- 
ing abounding in all the magnificence of modern art, 
resplendent with mosaics, stained glass, marbles of 
every tint and hue, that nothing may be wanting to 
do honor to the modern wonder. At the end of ten 
years, being in as good condition as when first re- 
ceived, it is to be transferred, by a good and sufficient 
deed of general warranty, in such manner as the 
church shall direct. 

As Oil City is the center of the great oi! producing 
district which now illuminates the world, I hav fixed 
on it as the most proper site for a miracle which will 
do more for the spiritual enlightenment of the uni- 
verse than anything that has occurred in thousands 
of years. The most of. the miracles that we read of 
in the books were performed in the dusky periods of 
man’s existence, when cunning and deception were 
the common property of the priesthood; and they 
were the only historians of their wondrous works. 
All the accounts we hav are the words of interested 
parties. And, although Judea was held during the 
time of Christ by a great Roman proconsul, he does 
not appear to hav noticed or sent any account to his 
government of the man, or the wonders he is said to 
hav performed. 


But if any miracle such as I hav indicated can be 
done in this day of printing-presses, railways, tele- 
graphs, and phonographs, it will be known the world 
over, and substantiated in such an irrefragable man- 
ner as to silence every doubter. Kings and princes 
of the earth will either come or send représentativs 
to view the mighty wonder, and report to their peo- 
ple, so that every clime will know it to be the truth, 
and the reality of the Christian system impregnably 
established. : ; 

The church spends vast sums yearly in sending 
missionaries to China, India, aud the ends of the- 
earth; and although they hav been in full blast for 
over a century, their impression on these pagan mill- 
ions has been so slight as to be hardly noticeable. It: 
cannot. be denied that one miracle like the one in 
question, which costs them but a trifle even if they 
fail—and they ought not to fail—and which if suc- 
cessful givs them a round million, is also a much 
more reasonable and direct way of spreading their 
faith. One absolute, undoubted, undeniable miracle, 
in this age of light and knowledge, will do more to 
bring the world to believe in Christianity than all the 
church has done in two thousand years. 

Let no caviler find fault with the form of miracle 
selected. After due consideration, I finally concluded 
that something that could remain for the adoration 
of future ages would be by far the most likely to giv 
general satisfaction. I at first thought of suggesting 
the casting out of devils, but after thinking the mat- 
ter over, it had its objections. In the first place, we 
hav no regular class who are known to be possessed 
of devils, as there were anciently. To be sure, I know 
many whom I believe to be possessed with one or 
more, but if I were to suggest this to them, it would 
go hard with me. For instance, the young clerical 
graduates who, a year or so ago, made such a row at 
the great theological nursery at Princeton, New Jer- 
sey. I believe they were possessed with devils, but 
if I were to go to them and ask them to be operated 
upon, they might use their revolvers on me, as such 
weapons are now indispensable to the proper educa- 
tion of a clergyman. Your ancient devil was a harm- 
less creature, and: not likely to be armed with a six- 
shooter, but even in devils progress tells as in every- 
thing else. 

I found seven men who were all willing to aver 
their wives had each a raging, roaring devil, but 
when I asked each one in turn as to the likelihood of 
securing a specimen, they showed the same cowardly 
fear that I had of the young parsons of Princeton. 
Some of the clergy might think the writer of thia 
would be a proper person ; and I know several of the 
cloth that are as certainly possessed of one or more 
devils as that the sun shines at mid-day ; but it being 
our mutual duty to conduet this great and beneficial 
undertaking, it will be seen that :ce cannot be spared, 
and the subjects must come from other quarters. 
Another thing—the clergy will never believe that a 
man who offers them around million could by any 
possibility hav a devil concealed about his person. 

Even if I could produce a legion of them, and get 
the swine, as I hav the steep place already secured, 
when they entered them and rushed down headlong 
that would be their finality, and there could not be 
produced a tangible evidence of the miracle. Nor 
eould the church preserve it for the benefit of her- 
self and after ages; therefore, on due reflection, I 
thought best to hold fast to the rock, which I hope 
will please all concerned. 

As the preachers say, “one more remark, and I 
close.” Those of us who keep our eyes open know 
it is an every-day occurrence for the clergy to hav 
their pockets full of railway and other passes, since 
we can hardly go into the offices of our great rail- 
way corporations, for the purpose of legitimate busi- 
ness, without being elbowed by a bevy of clergymen 
interviewing the high officials for special favors 
whereby they may ride gratis. Our railway mag- 
nates are generally Christian men, or at least men 
high in the church, which is the same thing, and well 
understand that much good may be done by a judi- 
cious distribution of passes among senators, repre- 
sentativs, legislators, (very) common councilmen, and 
clergymen, so that ordinarily we find no fault with 
their “ good works.” 

But at a time when so much is pending we can 
allow of no time-serving ; consequently it will re- 
quire & voucher from three persons of undoubted 
character that no member of this praying-band shall 
hav traveled any part of his or her journey on a pass 
iurnished gratis by any railway or other corporation. 
This is not interpolated here for the purpose of mak- 
ing invidious comparisons; but if the disciples ex- 
pect to be imbued with the lofty self-abnegation and 
power of the master, the contrast ought not to be 
too.great between them and the man of Galilee. 

He endured contumely, the crown of thorns, the 
agony of the cross, and the point of the spear. When 
he went from Capernaum to ‘Tiberias, he sailed in a 
fishing-smack; when he journeyed from Jerusalem 
to Jericho, he trudged wearily along on foot; and 
only on one occasion does he appear to hav traveled 
in any state, and then he rode on an ass and entered 
the holy city in the midst of hosannas and palm- 
branches. What a picture when contrasted with our 
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The Bible of Nature; or, The Principles of 
l Secularism. 
A CONTRIBUTION TO THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE. 
BY FELIX L. OBWALD. 
Author of “ Physical Education,” “The Secret of the Hast,” etc. 


IV.—Ossective Maxus. 
CHAPTER XVIII.—DOMESTIO REFORM. 
-A.— Lessons of Instinct. 


In the nest-building propensity of the social insect 
the biologist can recognize the first germ of the in- 
stinctive desire for the establishment of a permanent 
home. Certain birds, like the weaver-thrush of the 
tropics, imitate the community life of the ant and 
bee, butin all higher animals the homestead instinct is 
associated with the desire for domestic privacy. The 
‘eagle will suffer no other bird to approach the rock 
that shelters his eyrie ; the hawk, the heron, and the 
kingfisher rear their brood at the greatest possible 
distance from the nesting-place of their next relatives. 
Each pair of squirrels tries to get a tree all to them- 
selves ; and even the social prairie-dog shares its home 
with strangers (owls and serpents) rather than with 
another family of its own tribe. The “homestead in- 
stinet” of our primitive forefathers formed the first, and 
perhaps the most potent, stimulus to the acquisition 
of personal property. There is a period in hfe when 
the desire for the possession of a private domicile 
asserts itself with the power almost of a vital pas- 
sion; and success in the realization of that desire 
solves in many respects the chief problems of indi- 
vidual existence. The love of domestic peace, the 
delight in the improvement of a private homestead, 
are the best guarantees of staid habits. There was a 
time when the neglect of husbandry was considered 
a conclusive proof of profligate habits ; and the office 
of a Roman censor comprised the duty of reproving 
careless housekeepers. The poorest citizen of the 
Roman commonwealth had a little patrimonium of 
his own, a dwelling-house, an orchard, and a small 
lot of land, which he did his best to improve, and 
where his children learned their first lesson of per- 
sonal rights in d:fense of their private playgrounds. 

The ruins of Pompeii show that the civilization of 

‘the Mediterranean coast-lands’ had anticipated the 
ccnelusion of our sanitarian reformers, who recom- 
mend the advantage of cottage-suburbs as à remedy 
for tha horrors of tenement life. Between the acro- 
polis «nd the seaside villas the town forms an aggre- 
gation of small dwelling-houses, mostly one-story, 
but each with a private yard (probably a little gar- 
den) or a wide portico, with bath-room and private 
gymnasiums. And though the ancients were well 
acquainted with the manufacture of glass, their 
dwelling-houses ‘were lighted by mere lattice-win- 
dows, excluding rain and the glare of the sun, but 
freely admitting every breeze, and thus solving the 
problem of ventilation in the simplest and most 
effective manner. The dwellings of our Saxon fore- 
fathers, too, resembled the log-cabins of the Kentucky 
backwoods, and admitted fresh air so freely that the 
large family-hearth could dispense with a chimney, 
and vented its smoke through the open eaves of the 
roof. In the palaces of the Roman patricians there 
were special winter-rooms, with a smoke-flue resem- 
bling a narrow alcove; but even there, ventilation 
was insured by numerous lattice doors, communi- 
cating with as.many balconies or terrace roofs. 
B.—REWARDS OF CONFORMITY. 

The evolution of all hereditary instincts has been 
explained by the ‘survival of the fittest.” and the 
instinct of homestead-love has doubtlessly been de- 
veloped in the same way. The results of its pre- 
dominance prevailed against the results of its absence. 
Defensive love of a private “hearth and home” is 
the basis of patriotism, so unmistakably, indeed, that 
the fathers of the Roman republic for centuries re- 
fused to employ foreign mercenaries, who had no 
personal interest in the defense of the soil. Asa 
modern humorist has cleverly expressed it: “ Few 
men have been patriotic enough to shoulder a mus- 
ket in defense of a boarding-house.” And the golden 
age of civic virtues is almost limited to the time when 
every free citizen of Greece and Rome was a land- 
owner. 

Nor would it be easy to overrate the subjective 
advantages of home-life Health, happiness; and 
longevity have no more insidious foe than the canker- 
worm of vexation; and for the unavoidable disap- 
pointments of social life there is no more effective 
specific than the peace of a prosperous private home- 
stead, soothing the mind with evidences of success 
in the growth of a promising orchard, in the increase 
and improvement of domestic animals, in the happi- 
ness of merry children: and contented dependents. 
Xenophon, after proving the excitements of an ad- 
venturous life by land and sea, found a truer happi- 
ness in the solitude of his Arcadian hunting-lodge. 
Felix Sylla, Fortune's most constant favorite, aban- 
doned the throne of & mighty empire to enjoy the 


frugal fare of a small hill-farm. Voltaire, worn out 
by the trials of a fifty years’ life-and-death struggle 
against the rancor of bigots, recovered his health 
and his peace of mind amidst the pear-tree planta- 
tions cf Villa Ferney. 

In the resources of medicine and scientific surgery 
the ancients were far behind even the half-civilized 
nations of modern times, but their children could enjoy 
their holidays on their own playground, their sleep- 
ers could breathe pure air, their worn-out laborers 
could retire to the peace of a private home; and 
they enjoyed a degree of health and vigor which our 
most progressive nations can hope to re-attain only 
after centuries of sanitary reform. 

C.— PERVERSION. 

The germ of the ignoble patience which submits to 
the miseries of modern tenement-life, and learns to pre- 
fer the fetor of a crowded slum-alley to the free air of 
the woods and fields, can be traced to the voluntary 
prison-life of the first Christian monasteries. With 
all the gregariousnsss of the African race, the 
very slaves of our American plantations preferred 
to avoid quarrels and constraint by building a sepa- 
rate cabin for the use of each family ; but the ethics 
of the Galilean church recognized no privilege of 
personal rights; the -sympathies of family-life were 
crushed out by the enforcement of celibacy; every 
‘symptom of self-assertion was denounced as a revolt 
against the duty of passive subordination; the very 
instincts of individuality were systematically sup- 
pressed to make each convert a whining, emasculated, 
self-despising, and world-renouncing “ member of the 
church of Christ.” The mortification of the body 
being the chief object of monastic seclusion, the 
hygienic architecture of convent buildings was con- 
sidered a matter of such absolute unimportance that 
many of the cells (dormitories) had no windows at all, 
but merely a door communicating with an ill-venti- 
lated gallery, after the plan of our old-style prisons, 
Hight feet by ten, and eight high, were the usual di- 
mensions of those man-pens; and that utter indifference 
to the physical health of the inmates was but rarely 
seconded by a view to the advantages nf private medi- 
tation ‘is proved by the circumstance that the convent- 
slaves of the eastern church (in the Byzantine em- 
pire, for instance) were not often permitted to enjoy 
the privacy of their wretched dens; their dormitories 
were packed like the bunks of a Portuguese slave- 
ship, and the word Syncedlus (cell-maté) is used as a 
cognomen of numerous ecclesiastics. The abbot, and 
in less ascetic centuries perhaps the learned clerks 
(legend-writers, etc.), were the only members of a 
monastic community who could ever rely on the 
privacy of a single hour. For the admitted purpose 
of mortifying their love of physical comforts, the 
weary sleepers, worn-out with penance and hunger, 
were summoned to prayer in the middle of the night, 
or sent out on begging expeditions in the roughest 
weather. 
to mitigate the dreariness of discomfort was banished 
from their cells; they suffered all the hardships 
without enjoying the peace and security of a her- 
mit’s home; novices (on probation), and even the 
pupils of the convent-schools, were submitted to a 
similar discipline, and thus monasticism became the 
training. school of modern tenement-life. 

During the latter half of the Middle Ages, feudal- 
ism found an additional motive for suppressing 
the love of domestic independence. The church 
usurers and aristocrats monopolized real estate, and 
made it more and more difficult, even for the most 
industrious of their dependents, to acquire a share of 
landed property. Every feudal lord secured his 
control over his serfs by crowding them together 
in a small village (literally an abode of villains, i.e., 
of vile pariahs), where his slave-drivers could at any 
time rally them for an extra job of socage duty. The 
incessant raids of mail-clad highway-robbers—robber 
knights and mgrauding partisans—obliged all peace- 
loving freemen to congregate for mutual protection 
and rear their children in the stone prisons of an 
over-crowded burgh. The suppression of all natural 
sciences, including the science of health, aggravated 
the evil by a persistent neglect of such partial rem- 
edies as disinfectants and artificial ventilation. The 
home of a medieval artisan combined all the disad. 
vantages of a jail and a pest-house. 

The revolt against feudalism has at last broken 
the stone-fetters of our larger cities; city walls have 
been turned into promenades, and convents into 
store-houses or lunatic asylums; but the spirit of 
monasticism still survives; indifference to the bless- 
ings of health and domestie independence seem to 
have acquired the strength of a second nature, and 
thousands of our modern factory slaves actually pre- 
fer their slum-prisons to the freedom of a cheaper 
suburban home. 

D.— PENALTIES OF NEGLECT, 

Nature rarely fails to avenge the violation of her 
Jaws, but it might be doubted if the perversion of 
any other natural instinct has entailed more numerous 
or direr penalties than our habitual outrages against 
the instinct of home-life. The monstrosities of our 
tenement system, by a moderate estimate, cost on the 
average every year the lives of 1,500,000 children under 
ten years of age (in Europe and North America), and of 


Every vestige of furniture or clothing apt. 


1,200,000 consumptives, besides thousands of victims 
to epidemic disorders, aggravated, if not engendered, 
by the influence of vitiated air. Habitual intemperance, 
too, has undoubtedly been increased by the dearth of 
home-comforts. Our factory-laborers, our mechan- 
ics, and thousands of students and young clerks, 
spend their evenings in riot, because the man-trap 
of the lowest grog-shop is, after all, less unattractive 
than the dungeon of a stifling tenement home. In 
many of our larger cities similar causes have led to 
a constant increase of a manner of existence which a 
modern reformer calls the “ celibacy of vice.” But the 
decreasing demand for independent homes is not the ' 
only cause of the decreased supply, and the heartless 
selfishness of our wealthy land-gluttons has provoked 
a form of nihilism which threatens to shake, if not to 
subvert, the very foundations of social life. 
E,— REFORM. 

That latter danger seems, at last, to have awakened 
our political economists to the necessity of redress- 
ing a many-sided abuse, and the failure of earlier re- 
form projects has at least helped to emphasize the 
demand for more adequate remedies. The traffic in 
human life in the floating hells of the African slave- 
traders hardly called for more stringent repressive 
measures than the inhumanity of our tenement spec- 
ulators who fatten on the profits of a system propa- 
gating the infallible seeds of pulmonary consumption, 
and sacrificing the lives of more children than the 
superstition of the dark ages ever doomed to the 
altars of Moloch. Even in a country where the jeal- 
ousy of personal rights would hardly countenance 
legislative interference with the construction of pri- 
vate dwelling-houses, the license of tenement-owners 
ought to be cireumseribed by the conditions of Dr. 
Paul Boettger's rule, providing for appropriation of 
a certain number of cubic feet of breathing space, 
and square feet of window, front, and garden (or 
play-ground) room for each tenant or family of ten- 
ants. The abuse of sub-renting could be limited by 
similar provisions, and the adoption of the separate 
cottage plan should be promoted by the reduction of 
municipal passenger tariffs and suburban taxes. 

The plan of equalizing the burden of taxation and 
the opportunities of land tenure by a general con- 
fiseation and redistribution of real estate might 
recommend itself as a last resort, though hardly in 
preference to the project of Fedor Bakunin, the 
* Russian Mirabeau,” who proposed to found new 


‘communities under a charter, reserving the tenth 


part of all building lots for communal purposes, and 
lease the tenant-right to the’ highest bidder. The 
value of those reserve lots would increase with the 
growth of the town, and by renewing their Jease 
from ten to ten years, the rent could be made to 
cover the budget of all direct municipal expenses, 
and leave a fair surplus for charitable and educa- 
tional purposes. In comparison with the confiscation 
plan, that project could claim all the advantages 
which make prevention preferable to a drastic cure. 
As a check to the evils of land monopoly the least 
objectionable plan would seem to be Professor 
De Graaf's proposition of a graded system of real 
estate taxation, increasing the rate of tallage with 
each multiple of a fair homestead lot, and thus taxing 


‘a land-shark for the privilege of acquisition, as well 


as for the actual possession, of an immoderate 
estate. 

The art of making home-life pleasant will yet 
prove the most effective specific in the list of temper- 
ance remedies, and will aid the apostles of Secularism 
in that work of redemption which the gospel of 
renunciation has failed to achieve. 

-orm 


Did the Mother of Jesus 'Think Him Insane? 


. At the beginning of the ministry of Jesus Christ, 
after he had east out many unclean spirits and chosen 
his twelve disciples, the next event, as recorded in 
Mark, is as follows: 

And they went into an house. And the mu'titude cometh 
together again so that they could not so much as eat bread. 
And when his friends heard of it they went out to lay hold 
on him, for they said, He is beside himself. And the scribes 
which came down from Jerusalem said, He hath Bee)zebub, 
and by the prince of devils casteth he out devils (Mark iii, 
19-22). | 

The Syriac version reads: 

And they came to the house. And his kinsmen 
heard and went out to take him, for they said, He is out of 
his reason. 

The house was undoubtedly the home of Jesus and 
his mother, as appears from the same chapter a little 
further on, to wit: 

There came then his brethren and his mother, and stand- 
ing without, sent unto him, calling him. And the multitude 
sat about him, and they said unto him, Behold thy mother 
and thy brethren seek for thee. 

Furthermore, the Revised Version concedes in a 
note that the “house” was the “home” of Jesus. 
This passage has annoyed the commentators. 

Doddridge remarks: 

Our manner of rendering these words, ‘He is beside him- 
self,” or ‘‘ He is mad," is very offensiv. One can hardly 
think Christ’s friends [kinsmen in the Syriac] would speak 
so contemptibly and impiously of him; and if that sense 
must necessarily be retained, it would be much more decent 
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thus unseasonably to break in upon him. 


Schotengen contends forthe samo interpretation— 
' that the multitude, not Christ, was mad; and Adam 
Clarke says: “This conjecture should not be lightly 
regarded.” MA 

But, alas! the passage is allowed to stand un- 
changed in the Revised Version, and there is no 
escape from the plain, literal sense, to wit, that not 
only the scribes, but the brethren of Jesus, and even 
his own mother, believed he was mad. She who, ac- 
cording to Matthew and Luke, had conceived him by 
the Holy Ghost was constrained to admit that he 
was insane. Multitudes had come not only from 
Galilee, but from Judea, Idumea, Tyre, and Sidon, 
to see the wouders he performed. And as the un- 
clean spirits departed at his command, the people 
fell down, saying, * Thou art theson of God.” Jesus 
modestly charged them not to make him known, and 
withdrew into a mountain where he chose twelve dis- 
ciples whom he commissioned to preach and cast out 
devils. On returning to his home the multitude. 
came again. But his kinsmen, hearing of his per- 
formances, came out and said, “ He is out of his rea- 
son.” They agreed with the scribes, only leaving 
out Beelzebub, the prince of devils. Undoubtedly 
the mother of Jesus regarded him as insane, for 
presently when he was told, “ Behold thy mother and 
thy brethren without seek for thee,” he answered: 
* Who is my mother or my brethren?” And looking 
around upon his chosen disciples he added, “ Behold 
my mother and my brethren.” 

-Mark is consistent in all this, for he ignores the 
miraculous birth of Jesus, and only once again alludes 
to his mother, thus: : 

Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of 
James. and Joses, and Juda, and Simon? And are not his 
sisters here with us? (Mark vi, 8.) : 

Two Marys are mentioned by Mark as distant 
spectators of the crucifixion, but neither was the 
mother of Jesus. And the same two Marys bring 
sweet spices to the sepulcher, but where was the 
mother of the martyr? Being an unbeliever, and re- 
garding her son as insane, she would be likely to re- 
main at home deploring his sad fate. 

It is worthy of note that only the fourth gospel 
describes the mother of Jesus as present at the cru- 
cifixion, and she is not afar off, like the women 
mentioned in the other gospels, but at the very foot 
of the cross. Credat Judæus appella / 


ANTICHRIST. 
tp 


Religious Delusions. 


THEIR STULTIFYING AND DESTRUCTIV POWER, ILLUSTRATED 
IN THE HISTORY OF THE ECONOMITE SOCIETY, LOCATED 
ON THE RIGHT BANK OF THE OHIO RIVER, AND TWENTY 
MILES BELOW PITTSBURGH. 


George Rapp, the founder and life-long director of 
the above-named association, was a humble vine- 
dresser in Wurtemburg, Germany, toward the close 
of the last century. He was a deeply religious man, 
: after the order of the Pietists; and, disgusted with 
the worldliness of the clergy and members of the 
‘church established by law, gathered around him a 
number of foliowers, who, while waiting for the king- 
dom of God to appear, made a business of cultivating 
what is called the religious sentiment. The national 
church, although named after Luther, who broke 
with Rome and Catholicism by advocating the right 
of private judgment, persecuted the little handful of 
Rappites, thus proving that what a churchman, even 
a Lutheran, means, when he preaches up the right of 
private judgment, is, that all men hav a right to 
believe his creed, but not their own. Annoyed by 
this new sect, which was a silent but standing rebuke 
to their lack of spirituality, the clergy were deter- 
mined to erush out of existence Rapp and his follow- 
ers, although, in point of numbers, they were com- 
parativly insignificant, and although they were with- 
out reproach in regard to their moral character. 


to render the clause, ‘It (that is, the multitude) is mad,” 


They called them Separatists and Schismatics, and | 


denounced Rapp for preaching without any ordina- 
lion. They had police officers appointed to watch 
them on Sundays, and on Mondays these sincere and 
simple-minded men would be summoned to appear 
before the magistrates, and be fined for their attend- 
ance at unauthorized conventicles; those who were 
too poor to pay the fine being sent to prison. The 
clergy, with a malicious bent which only religion can 
inspire a mortal with, got up a petition to the king, 
asking him to issue a decree of banishment against 
Rapp and his followers. The king, who had some 
ideas of justice and mercy, and whose religion was 
only perfunctory, on reading the petition, inquired : 
“Who are these people whom you wish to hav ban- 
ished? Are they good subjects? Do they pay their 
taxes?” And on being informed that that they 
punctually paid their dues of all kinds to both church 
and state, he tore the document to pieces, like a man 
of common sense who had a heart in his bosom, and 
said : “Then, let them believe as they please.” But 
the clergy, notwithstanding the refusal of the king 
to gratify them by issuing a decree of banishment, 
continued their opposition by stirring up against 
them the mayors and burgesses of the neighboring 


towns ; and they kept up their fines, imprisonments, | do anything like justice to the matter in hand, it is 


and other cruel oppressions, for several years, until 
the Rappites could bear it no longer ; and so, like the 
Pilgrims of the Mayflower, they resolved to leave 
their nativ land and to seek a home in the New 
World and under a flag that was pledged.for the pro- 
tection of the rights of man as man. 

Accordingly, in 1803, at the request of his people, 
Rapp, accompanied by his son John, and several 
others, visited this country, and ultimately purchased 
about five thousand acres of wild land in Butler 
county, Pa., about twenty-five miles north of Pitts- 
burgh ; where, in the following year, more than a 
hundred families crossed the ocean and joined them. 
Here they found what they came for but could not 
find in Germany, freedom of conscience and worship, 
none either wishing or daring to molest them and 
make them afraid. Stimulated and strengthened by 
the spirit of liberty, they immediately went about 
clearing off the forest, erecting dwellings, factories, 
hotel, church, and school-house. They remained at 
this place ten years; but it being away from any 
navigable river, and having no market for their super- 
abundant productions, and no soil well adapted to the 
cultivation of the grape, they sold out, at great sacri- 
fice, and purchased a larger tract of land on the 
Wabash river in the state of Indiana. Here they 
began, the second time, the work of improvement. 
Lands were cleared and converted into fruitful fields; 
houses of all kinds and for all purposes were erected ; 
and their wealth steadily increased. But after ten 
years’ residence in Indiana, finding that the location 
was not wholesome, and their neighbors not such as 
they liked, being chiefly settlers from the Southern 
states, who had brought with them the vices grow- 
ing out of the slave-holding institution, they con- 
cluded to make another change, and return to Penn- 
sylvania. They offered an Englishman named Flower 
$5,000 to find them a purchaser of their property ; 
and he, going to Scotland, laid the matter before 
Robert Owen, the eminent philanthropist of New 
Lanark, and to him sold the property, consisting of 
the town of New Harmony, with all its houses, mills, 
factories, ete., ete., 20.000 acres of land, cleared and 
uncleared, for $150,000. 

When they determined on a removal from Indiana 
at all events, they sent out a commission to select a 
place, and when the sale of their property to Mr, 
Owen was consummated they purchased their pres- 
ent lands on the Ohio river, in Beaver county, Penn- 
sylvania, and having built a steamboat for the pur- 
pose, they removed in detachments the whole family, 
then consisting of about a thousand people, to that 
place. This was in 1825. The new town they here 
founded they called Economy. It lies high above 
the level of the river, on a beautiful plain, which ex- 
tends about four miles up and down the right bank 
of the Ohio, and slopes gently off to the high 
grounds in the north, from which it is supplied with 
water. The town is laid off in streets sixty feet 
wide, at right angles with each other, lined with 
trees, and has long been known as one of the most 
beautiful and wholesome locations in the country. 

Being & community, and like the primitiv Chris- 
tian church, having all things in common; indus- 
trious and frugal upon principle; directed by wise 
and unselfish leaders in all their business affairs, the 
Economites, under Mr. Rapp as their spiritual guide 
and his adopted son Frederic as business manager, 
became very prosperous. Like the fabled Midas, 
everything they touched turned into gold, till their 
wealth now runs up into the millions. They hav the 
reputation, which they well deserve, of being entirely 
just and honorable in all their dealings. Indeed, if 
a deep sense of honor and justice, exhibiting itself 
constantly in the practical duties of life, were allowed 
to constitute religion, I wouid hav no hesitation in 
saying that they hav proved themselvs to be the 
most religious body of people in the country. Dur- 
ing our civil war, while not a drop of American 
blood flowed in the veins of any one of them, they 
evinced as much patriotism as our nativ-born peo- 
ple, for they had not forgotten the galling bondage 
they were subjected to in Germany, and daily con- 
trasted it with the absolute liberty they enjoyed 
under the American flag ; and although they furnished 
no soldiers for the army, for the best of all reasons, 
because they had no men young enough to serve, 
they gave freely of their means to preserve the Re- 
publie, and make it forever one and indivisible. 
They contributed without stint for the equipment of 
volunteers, for special bounties for the families of 
absent soldiers, for the fortification of Pittsburgh, 
for the relief of the freedmen of the South, for the 
support of soldiers’ widows and for the education of 
their orphan children. 


THE SECOND ADVENT VIEWS OF THE ECONOMITES. 


There is a wonderful discrepancy of opinion among 
Christian theologians in regard to what, with singular 
inappropriatenes, they call “eschatology,” or the 
science of the last times and things, and whoever 
reads the Bible as he does any other book will see 
the reason why. There are no less than three hun- 
dred passages in the New Testament which allude to 
this subject, either expressly of incidentally, and to 


proper to giv some quotations. The careful reader 
of the New Testament will find abundant proof that 
Jesus predicted and his disciples—especially the 
apostles—firmly believed and expected that, after his 


death, he would return to the earth to set up his 
visible kingdom, and that this event would take place 


during the life-time of the generation then living. In 
Matt. xvi, 27, 28, Jesus is recorded as saying: 


For the son of man shall come in the glory of his father, 
with his angels. . Verily,.I say unto you, there be some 
standing here which shall not taste of death till they see the 
son of man coming in his kingdom.” i 


In Mark ix, 27, and Luke ix, 26, nearly the same 
words are repeated. Matt. xxiv, 3, records: 


And as he sat upon the Mount of Olives the disciples came 
unto him privately, saying, Tell us when shall these things 


be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end 


of the world? 


J: sus answers this question by dwelling on the pre- 
ceding events with much circumstance, and then says 
in the twenty-ninth verse: 


Immediately after the tribulation of these days shall the 
sun be darkened, and the moon shall not giv her light, and 
the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heav- 
ens shall be shaken. And then shall appear the sign of the 
son of man in heaven; and then shall all the tribes of the 
earth mourn; and they shall see the son of man coming in 
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory; and he 
shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and 
they shall gather together his elect, from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the other. Now, learn a parable 
of the fig-tree; when his branch is yet tender and putteth 
forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh; so likewise ye, 
when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near, even 
at the doors. Verily, I say unto you, this generation shall 
not pass till all these things be fulfilled. Heaven and earth. 
shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away. 


When Jesus was asked by his disciples to teach 
them how to pray, he gave them a model suitable to 
their circumstances, and remarkable for its brevity. 
The first and only general petition in it was, “Zhy 
kingdom come,” the rest referring merely to the sup- 
ply of their daily and naturel wants, and the condi- 
tion of mind of those who were brethren and mem- 
bers of a temporary community, gaing forward to 
a great event in the near future. The kingdom they 
were directed to pray for was this visible kingdom 
before mentioned, during which he would reign with 
his saints upon the earth ; a kingdom which was to 
be set up where, according to his repeated promis, 
he should “be revealed from heaven with his mighty 
angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them 
that know not God, and that obey not the gospel." 

As the predicted time drew nearer and nearer, and 
the disciples began to realize their situation, and to 
become solicitous for the future, Peter (Matt. xix, 
27) is reported as saying to Jesus: “ Behold, we hav 
forsaken all and followed thee, what shall we hav 
therefore?” Jesus comforted him with the assurance 
that “ye which hav followed me in the great regen- 
eration which is to take place when the son of man 
shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit 
upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel,” ete. : 

The mother of Zebedee's children was similarly 
affected, and believing firmly in the promis of his 
second coming, came to Jesus with a specific request 
indicating a proud woman's ambition: “ Grant that, 
these my two sons (James and John) may sit, the one 
on thy right hand and the other on thy left, in thy 
kingdom.” 

‘In reading the epistles of Paul to the Corinthians, 
Philippians, Colossians, Thessalonians, Timothy, 
and Titus, we see, in passages too numerous to be 
quoted in a weekly journal, that he and the primitiv 
church expected the second coming of Christ to take 
place in their day with as much confidence as we ex- 
pect the rising of to-morrow’s sun. The Christians 
were constantly in a condition of waiting, just as a 
crowd of passengers in a railroad station listen for 
the whistle of the locomotiv, and the arrival of the 
cars which are to carry them to the places of their 
destination. They are there for the purpose of going 
away, and nothing else. In like manner, the primitiv 
disciples, expecting, as they did every moment, to hear 
the sound of the archangel’s trump announcing the ap- 
proach of the son of man in the clouds of heaven, ne- 
glected all earthly vocations but what were required 
to supply their immediate wants. Hence they threw 
their property into a common fund, to be drawn 
upon by everyone as he had need. Hence Paul's 
unworthy definition of marriage, which has been in- 
eorporated into the codes of all Christian nations, 
and which has had go much to do in eausing the de- 
gradation of woman. Hence, also, that asceticism in 
morals, and that abstention from everything like 
pleasure, which he preached, with the rest of the 
apostles, and which was all proper enonghb, if the 
coming of the Lord and the end of the world were at 
hand, but which was out of place entirely if that ex- 
pectation was a delusion, and the world and its affairs 
were to continue indefinitly as they had been, 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
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the human race is simply immense in volume. It is 
also peculiar in kind. They hav made the most mi- 
nute regulations for the care of the people—to pre- 
serve their health, their sanctity, and their reverence 
for God and fear of the priests. To keep us in health 
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week; we must not go fishing on Sunday, because the 
Lord drowns Sunday fishermen; we must not even 
go out of town, or play ball, or listen to musie, be- 
cause these are things which corrupt. In days gone 
by, the priests were so solicitous for the salvation of 
the people that they built dungeons in which to 
guard them from contamination. To make them con- 
fess Christ-they had ingenious machines with which 
to tear doubters apart. And, having won the skeptic 
to Christ, they killed him lest he backslide into a 
worse fire than the one they kindled around his 
form. The world can never do too much for its 
priests. 

Besides the priests there are other religious folks 
who deserve consideration. There is the good An- 
thony Comstock and his society, with our industrious 
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purity of the people, this society has had laws 
enacted enabling Mr. Comstock to draw four thou- 
sand dollars a year as agent, and get his pictures 
for nothing but the trouble of seizing them. It is a 
beneficent society, indeed, and it is difficult to see 
how Mr. Comstock could make a living without it. 

Then we hav Mr. Crosby’s society to take care of 
our stomachs on Sunday, and for the suppression of 
crime generally. Our Prohibition friends, too, are 
much concerned that on secular days no maddening 
beer or manufactured wine, nor distilled’ strong 
liquids, shall creep into our mouths to steal our 
brains away. It is so kind of them to regulate in 
the name of God the living of the world. They 
ought to go a little further and publish a bill of fare. 
It would make the people vastly better if no hot bis- 
cuits, nor spiced sauces, nor stimulating mince pies 
were eaten. But we recognize the lofty aims of the 
pious Prohibitionists, and no doubt the bill of fare 
will come when strong drink is entirely a thing of the 
past. 

And good Mr. Bergh—what could New York do 
without him? It is much better, very much better, 
that the wife and children of a brutal truckman 
should go hungry while he is in jail than that he 
should strike his horse. And what a blessing the 
children’s society is! Hundreds of little ones are 
taken every year from parents who do not love them 
to be cared for by strange but charitable people who 
will bring them up in religion and religious ways, 
until perchance they too shall form societies to 
worry about others’ faults. 

Then we hav the association of the ministers who 
are looking to the regeneration of the world by keep- 
ing holy the Sabbath. On that day no desperate 
German may hearken to the little German band 
where beer shall flow, and no one else may do aught 
that shall peril his soul’s salvation. "Tis a mad 
world, and without this constant unsolicited solici- 
tude on the part of the clergy who shall say what 
damage might not be done? The managers of our 
museums, too, are unremitting in restraining the 
worldly from viewing statuary, pictures, and treas- 
ures which might distract their minds from a beatific 
contemplation of their waistbands, and peril eternity 
for them. The people do not know what is best for 
them; some one must guide them, and the trustees 
of our museums deserve remembrance for their 
efforts in behalf of this great foolish public, which 
knows only enough to pay for museums, not when to 
look at the contents. 

All over the country do we see the same efforts 
made by those called to the work to keep stumbling 
humanity from falling into pitfalls. Were these 
efforts rewarded with the success they deserve, these 
good folks would long ago hav been translated to 
heaven. In view of their number, moreover, it is 
surprising that the human race is not ornamented 
with wings. That they are not angels is due to the 
wonderful amount of perverseness in the human heart, 
which rebels at wholesome disciplin and impatiently 
execrates the sinless ones who are worrying them- 
selvs to death over the depravity of their fellow- 
creatures. 

The next society formed should be one to inculcate 
the practical precept, “Mind | your own business.” 
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TWO THINGS WANTED. 

First. We want some money from every friend who owes 
on his subscription to Taz Truta SEEKER. The balance in 
- the bank from which to draw to satisfy the paper manufact- 
urers and the printer is very small, and we must increase it, 
or run in debt. There are many hundreds of dollars owing 
us by subscribers, and we desire to kindly but firmly call 
their attention to the matter. We need the money, and it is 
not right for them to keep it from us. We would also 
respectfully suggest to those whose subscriptions expire dur- 
ing the present month that now is the time to renew. We 
would call attention, too, to our club rates. Get a new sub- 
scriber, and so get your own paper cheaper. 

Second. We once more ask our friends to send us the 
names of all the Infidels of their acquaintance who do not 
take Taz Trota SEEKER. The intention is to send them 
sainple copies of the paper with the hope that they may 


subscribe. 
to ———— ——— 


Our Good Guardians. 


The most fervent want of most Americans is to be 
let alone When a male or female. arrives at man- 
hood's or womanhoods' estate he or she is very apt, 
standing up straight in the sun, to say of himself or 
herself: *I can take care of myself; will you, good 
folks, kindly keep your hands off my person, and your 
nose out of my affairs? If I choose to go to church, 
I shall do so. If I choose to reject the tenets of 
Christianity, that’s my business, and you've no right 
to make me pay for preaching superstition. If I 
choose to admire a picture or possess it, that's my 
Affair. If I choose to drink a glass of wine, it's my 
‘stomach that is warmed or injured, not yours. If I 
choose to hold heretical notions, I hav just as good 
a right to advocate them as you hav to advocate any- 
thing else, and I don’t want your police to break my 
head; if they do, I'll strike back. If I choose to go 
out. doors Sunday and sit down on the damp ground, 
the cold I catch makes me sneeze, not you, and my 
nose is my own. You can go to church if you desire, 
and get your nose filled with dust. If I chance to 
listen to a brass band on Sunday, my tympanum suf- 
fers, but my deafness doesn’t prevent your hearing. 
In short, my dear good people, your business is your 
own; my business is my own, and so long as I do not 
tread on your toes, you will please keep off from 
mine" That is about the way the average Amer- 
ican man or woman feels who is neither religious nor 
a fanatic. 

‘There is, however, a vast distance between this 
prayer and its realization. Unfortunately religion 
and fanaticism are not extinct qualities in the human 
animal, and these are the basis of unlimited tyranny. 
A great many people, explains Mr. Benson, hav no 
faults cf their own to worry about, and so devote the 
major portion of their time to worrying over the 
faults of others. In this way they make themselvs 
miserable, and as misery loves company, they band 
together, form societies, congregations, parties, to 
worry in unison at the wickedness of other folks. 
From time immemorial we hav had the preachers 
to worry for us about heaven. Their solicitude for 


they forbid us to eat meat on a certain day in the | 


Mr. Comstock, Mr. Crosby, Mr. Whitney, Mr. Sim- 
mons, the Priests, the Prohibitionists, the God in. 
the-Constitution party, and innumerable other 
Christians should be invited to join. 
——— A ————————» 
The American Party. 

A highly esteemed correspondent inquires of us 
concerning the new “American party,” a statement 
of whose purposes he has seen, which are “to re- 
strict immigration, to fill this country with men who 
are in favor of American ideas, freedom of speech and 
action, but within the law and under the Constitution 
of the United States; to suppress Anarchy, and to 
enforce the American idea of no public funds for 
sectarian use.” 

We cannot answer this inquiry beiter, perhaps, than 
by quoting from the documents of the party. . The 
card sent by the “Provisional Committee,” which 
appears to hav charge of the party's affairs, to those 
it has reason to believe may join, is as follows : 


E AMERICA. "yon "AMERIOANS. » : 

The platform of principles adopted by the American : 

: Party in convention at Philadelphia, September 16 and : 

: 17, 1887, covers, in brief, the following points: H 

:^ 1. Restriction of immigration. : 

: 2 Extension of the time required for naturalization to : 

: fourteen years. : 

: 8. The protection and promotion of the American Free : 

: School System. : 
: 4. American lands for American settlers. . 

5. No public funds for sectarian uses. : 

: Jf you indorse the above and are willing to act with : 

: the American Party for the furtherance of its principles, : 

: sign your name and address below, and forward to : 
H “ The Provisional Committee,” 

157 Broadway, New York. 


Accompanying this eard i is a small four-page circu- 
lar of arguments in support of these principles. The 
committee begins by saying that it proscribes no man 
on account of his color, birthplace, religion, or con- 
dition in life, but regards with distrust and fear the 
large numbers of foreigners landing upon our shores 
who hav no sympathy with our laws, who would turn 
liberty into license, and who are unfitted by ignorance 
to become desirable American citizens. "The com- 
mittee, complains that our manufacturing industries 
and our mercantil business are passing into the 
hands of foreigners, and that foreign corporations 
are seizing our publie lands and mercilessly evicting 
American settlers. The committee further asserts 
that while our public school system is endangered by 
these foreigners, and our public funds are applied to 
sectarian uses, neither one of the great political parties 
dares to enact protecting laws, and that it is useless 
to look to them for help. The committee demands 
“an entire separation of church and state, and that 
every religious denomination should support its in- 
stitutions.” The committee does not intend to re- 
flect upon any particular religion, but includes “ each 
and every denomination that so far forgets itself and 
the rights of others as to ask and receive material aid 
from the public treasury.” 

It will be seen by this that the American party is 
both broad and narrow, just and unjust, in its prin- 
ciples, and sufficiently vague in its statements of 
them to leave us in doubt concerning its ultimate 
object. Its demand that the “Anarchist and So- 
cialist should be inhibited from becoming American 
citizens” would be difficult of enforcement, and be- 
sides is narrow in spirit. Roman Catholics are 
infinitly more dangerous to our institutions than 
either Anarchists or Socialists; why not include 
them in the inhibition, if disfranchisment of danger- 
ous people is to be adopted? The second plank, ex- 
tending the time required for naturalization, has 
much to be said for it.. In many instances a longer 
period than five years is not required, but thousands 
and thousands of ignorant peasants do require at 
least three times that length of time to become intel- 
ligent citizens. This is a question merely of political 
expediency. The third plank is a good one if the 
intention of the new party is to exclude religious as 
well as sectarian teaching from the schools. The 
fourth plank, “American lands should be reserved 
for American settlers,” is also good if the word 
American be left out. The public lands should be 
kept for actual settlers, and no one man, or company 
of men, should be allowed more than he can use in 
cultivation. The land already squandered on rail- 
road corporations.should be reclaimed wherever the 
corporation has failed to comply with the require- 
ments of the law- granting it. The fifth plank of the 
new party is “that no public funds or property, or 
money raised by taxation, shall be applied to secta- 
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But as in apostolic and Crusade times, so it was in | Teura Szzxzr’s view of that instrument? Even if that 


rian uses.” This is all right so far as it goes, and if 
the party means to go to the length of prohibiting 
public money from being given to any religious 
institution, then Freethinkers can support this plank. 

We hav been particular in calling attention to the 
incompleteness of the school and church planks, for 
the reason that there is in this city another society 


whose demands on these matters are almost identical 


in language with the words of the American party, 
and yet the society is one of the worst enemies of 
true governmental justice, and a stalwart opponent 
of real separation of church and state. The name of 
the other society is the Evangelical Alliance, and it 
talks seemingly fair in order to keep the schools and 
state money from falling into the hands of the Roman 
Catholics. Its pretensions and professions are the 
hollow hypocrisy of a rogue pleading for plunder 
taken from a confederate. 

The headquarters of the American party are at 157 
Broadway, and Andrew Powell is the chairman of 
the provisional committee. The Evangelical Alliance 
headquarters are No. 42 Bible House, with James 
M. King as chairman of the legislativ committee. 

` The headquarters of the American Secular Union, the 
only party which is just right on these school and 
church matters, is at 750 West Lake street, Chicago, 


IlL, with E. A. Stevens as secretary. 
——— — 9-449 — —— ——— 


The Economites. 

Our Pittsburgh correspondent, the first part of 
whose letter we publish on another page, has evi- 
dently been making himself acquainted with the 
history of the famous Economite Society, which, for 
the last forty years, has attracted so much attention 
in Western Pennsylvania, Eastern Ohio, and the oil 
regions, where they hav great interests, in the state 
of New York. As the community approaches its 
destiny, many people are speculating as to what will 
become of the vast wealth they hav accumulated 
when the last man of the incorporated society dies. 
As our correspondent observes, the solution of this 
question is unknown to all but the party most deeply 
concerned—or, rather, the least deeply interested — 
for what can they eare for the hereafter of wealth 
whose bodies are so soon to become the food of 
worms, and whose names will pass into the shades of 
eternal forgetfulness ? l 

A dogma has the reputation of being a dry, steril, 
tasteless piece of worm-eaten hard-tack, constituting 
the wretched diet on which bigotry feeds. It is the 
ipse dizit of a churchman who has assumed author- 
ity in the world of mind to dictate to all the rest 
what they shall believe, and how they shall worship, 
To ask the reason why is deemed an insult and a 
crime: an insult to the divine authority embodied in 
the church and priesthood, and a crime against the 
life of the soul of him who doubts. The dogmas 
constitute a family. They breed among themselvs, 
and hence the deformity of their offspring. The 
mother dogma of all is original sin, or the total 
depravity that came upon us by reason of Adam’s 
transgression in the imaginary Garden of Eden. It 
is not strange that so ugly a dam should produce 
such ugly offspring—eternal hell fire, vicarious atone- 
ment, the monster doctrin of a three-headed deity, a 
God-man savior, reprobation to. eternal suffering of 
the vast majority, and the election to eternal blessed- 
ness of a mere handful. 

But, as far as we can see, the dogma of the second 
coming of Christ, which our correspondent calls 
attention to as giving its death-wound to the Econ- 
omite Society, stands out disassociated with all the 
rest; unless, indeed, it is a vamping up, or second 
growth, of the Jewish notion of a messiah, who was 
expected to come in the latter times, redeem Israel 
from bondage, and reéstablish the throne of David at 
Jerusalem. But be this as it may, this dogma seems 
to hav a distinction all its own, in that it has shed 
more blood and made more fools than any other of 
the dogmas of the church. Its reign of bloodshed, 
during the time of the Crusades, covered the ‘essen- 
tial parts of three hundred years; and as to what our 
Pittsburgh correspondent calls its “stultifying " 
power—from the Latin word stultus, a fool—it makes 
fools in our day of as gigantic a size as it did in 
apostolic times, or during the Crusades. We once 
personally knew a man who, at the beginning of his 
career, was one of Mr. Miller’s converts, and sat 
shivering with the rest all of one night in the year 
1848 in his ascension robes, waiting to hear the arch- 
angel’s trump, and to see Jesus coming in the clouds 
of heaven, when they were to meet him—in the air. 


1843; the day set for this event had its calm sunrise, 
its effulgent noon, and quiet sunset, just like all the 
other days which hav gone, and helped to make up 
the past eternity of time, and no Jesus made his ap- 
pearance. The next morning the idea began to dawn 
upon the mind of our friend that the Bible had made 
a fool of him, and a laughing-stock to all his neigh. 
bors, whoimproved the opportunity of cracking jokes 


.at the expense of his credulity. This led him to 


some free thinking, which, of course, resulted in his 
redemption from folly, and in his becoming a philos- 
opher, one who understands in some degree what is 
man’s plaee in the universe. Our friend, when he re- 
covered from his insanity,-and who was a reader and 
supporter of Tae Truru Srxxer from its beginning 
to the day of, his death, never forgave the church for 
making a fool of him, and exposing him to the de- 
rision of his townsmen. If. the old saying be true 
that a man would rather be considered a sagacious 
knave than a simple, dull-eyed fool, we cannot wonder 
at this, for the church struck him in a very sensitiv 
‘part of his nature. 

But in the hot-bed of the church, whose soil is 
made rich with the compost of ignorance and credu- 
lity, & new crop of fools is annually being raised. 
The failure of Christ to appear in the first, the 
eleventh, and in the nineteenth century, when tens of 
thousands were anxiously expecting his coming, and 
were disappointed, has had no perceptible effect in 
curing the Christians of their insane delusion on this 
subject. The proceedings of the Second Advent 
camp-meeting at Cleveland last summer show that 
the five wise virgins are still alive, and keeping their 
lamps trimmed and burning, waiting hourly for the 
signal to go out and meet the bridegroom. The 
prophecies of Daniel are still upon the rack of inter- 
pretation, and forced to speak as their tormentors 
wish. The Revelation of John, which Luther and 
other authorities hav thrown out of the canon of 
scripture because of its unintelligible character, and 
its obvious lack of inspiration by the Holy Ghost, is 
used by these people like a mass of clay, which the 
cunning potter puts upon his wheel, and makes into 
crockery of all shapes and sizes, and for all purposes 
to suit his own fancy. 

Some of our Freethinking brethren, who liv in à 
world almost exclusivly their own, imagin, and act- 
ually say, that Christianity is dead, and, therefore, 
there is no further need of aggressiv agencies, which, 
from their very nature, are unpleasant to all who use 
them. They say, As the ground is not now occupied, 
we should begin to build up the new system of 
thought and. morals which we propose shall take the 
place of the church. But these gentlemen would be 
surprised, if anything in this world could disturb 
their heavenly equanimity, when they see the Second 
Advent zealots availing themselvs of the power of 
organization and cooperation, and raising a thousand 
dollars every year for propagating purposes, where 
we Secularists raise ten to spread the light of truth 
and save the people from victimizing error. The 
rest of the sects, instead of thousands, raise millions 
every year for the same purpose. 

Our correspondent’s remarks on the impracticabil- 
ity of communal life, with all its wealth-prodtcing 
power, existing longer than a generation or two, as 
Seen in the history of the Shakers and Economites, 
are worthy of notice. The former are an association 
a century old; the latter hav not yet run their course 
of three generations, but both are haunted by the 
specter of annihilation. Is it not time to inquire 
whether it is not possible for human society to evolve 
out of that condition in which, for so many centuries, 
the large majority hav proved themselvs to be a flock 
of simple-minded sheep, and the small minority a 
pack of ravening wolves? 

a gg ge — 


In a Tight Place. 


The Galveston Daily News, being argumentativly 
inclined on the 12th instant, printed this: 

“ The New York Trouta SEEKER gets itself into some 
tight places in argument. A Freethinker named Reynolds 
was fined in New Jersey under the state blasphemy law, a 
very hateful law to Freethinkers. The justice appears to 
hav followed the law. For this TuE TRUTH SEEKER de- 
nounced him. It was reminded by a critic that, in view of 
its political creed, it was simply getting its own medicin. 
Tur TRUTH SEEKER, however, says that the supreme law is 
the Constitution of the United States, and that the justice in 
New Jersey was going against this. Is it not asking much 
of a justice to demand that he set aside state laws under his 
views of the United States Constitution, or under Tux 


could be done, the Constitution is either perfect or imperfect 
as a charter of rights. If perfect, it is either authority be- 
cause it is right or right because it is anthority—which? If 
imperfect, the question which arose about the New Jersey 
justice would arise about the highest authority under the 
Constitution. Taz TRUTH Seeker would complain of the 
judges for enforcing such laws as it does not like. But thus - 
acting it-does not greatly honor legal authority as a princi- 
ple, and might as well sing low about devotion to majority 
tule.” 


The Constitution is authority, dear News, because 
the people hav adopted it as such. In the matter 
under consideration it happens also to be right, 
which affords.us two reasons for obeying it. If it 
were wrong we should say, Change it: Our govern- 
mental system is all right ; the trouble is, the state 
legislatures and courts, and the general government, 
pay no attention to the limitations put upon them by 
the national charter.. We do not honor legal author- 
ity per se, as the Christians honor & supposed com- 
mand of God, simply because it is a command of 
God; but because legal authority is the best 
means yet devised by imperfect humanity for re- 
pressing personal tyranny and securing equal liberty 
for all. We hav no hesitation whatever in denounc- 
ing a bad law, like the blasphemy. statute, or the bad 
administration of & good law, as in the case of the 
Hoboken man who was fined under a peace ordinance 
for being clubbed by the police. We goin for jus- 
tice and hew tothe line, let the chips fall where they 
may. A judge who will do an injustice simply be- 
cause he can do it under form of law, is not fit to 
occupy & judicial position. The News is very pious 
sometimes, and it will no doubt see the force of an 
ancient remark that the letter killeth, but the spirit 
giveth life. 

There is another fact which the Texas ally of the 
Boston Anarchist journal should not forget. When 
what we conceived to be a legal injustice was perpe- 
trated upon the Anarchist journals friends, Tre 
Trura Seeker protested vigorously. When what 
the Anarchists all admit was a legal injustice was 
perpetrated upon Tux Trura Szexer’s friend, Liberty 
applauded the judge. Which, then, is the true friend 
of justice, the law-supporting Freethinker or the law- 
defying Anarchist? 

—— —— —93-9——————— . 

Comsroox has added to his reputation for brutality by 
knocking down a ten-year-old newsboy. The Sun suggests 
that his delicate sense of the proprieties was offended be- 
cause the boy was barefooted. 


AN evening paper last week printed eleven pictures of the 
works of art which Comstock and his society condemn. 
These included Cabanel's Birth of Venus, Blanchard's Juno, 
Lauren's Ariadne Forsaken, Danton’s Taking a Cast from 
Life, Mazerolle's Psyche at the Spring, Royer's Venus, Ben- 
ner’s At the Waterside, Bernard's Lettres Persanes, Ber- 
ton’s Indian Summer, Edouard's A Spring, and Sevestre's 
Convolvulus. They all include nude female forms, and each 
is considered a splendid artistic performance. Copies of 
them are found everywhere, in nearly all art galleries, and 
in every home whose inmates hav the wealth to gratify their 
esthetic taste. The seizure of photographic copies is an out- 
rage on personal liberty, the act of Calvinistic tyrants, and a 
dangerous precedent. The people of this city should insure 
next winter the repeal of the law under which Comstock 
acts. The tyranny of his society is intolerable. If it ever 
performed any public good, the evil it has worked greatly 
outweighs it. Comstock asked the district-attorney to pros- 
ecute the journal publishing the offending pictures, but Mr. 
Martine refused. i 


Howard Crossy, D.D., Presbyterian clergyman, says: 
“It is time something was done to stop the exhibition of 
nude figures from the Paris school. They are painted to 
please the sensuous Classes, as they will sell quicker. There 
is no true artistic merit attached to them. "They are lasciv- 
ious, lewd, and bawdy. The Paris school tries to be as 
bawdy as it can and yet not be bawdy, but it utterly fails. 
Fashionable people buy these pictures because they are 
nasty. They make a pretense of buying them on account of , 
their artistic beauty, but this is all a farce. Fashionable 
people want to be as nasty as they can and still keep out of 
prison, and I think that the suppression of all such paint- 
ings, or copies of them, is perfectly right, and I hope that all 
these voluptuous pictures of the last Paris Salon will be 
among the first to be suppressed.” These are sentiments of 
a Presbyterian, a narrow, bigoted, intolerant follower of 
John Calvin. Mr. Crosby has about the same appreciation 
of art as Simeon Stylites had of cleanliness. Mr. Crosby is 
supported, however, by fashionable people, and it is their 
fault if his foul slanders upon them go unrebuked. 

6-9 — —— — — 

W. F. Jamieson will deliver six lectures in Monte Vista, 
CoL, Nov. 80ih, Dec. 1st, 2d, 8d, 4th. Mr. Jamieson informs 
his Pacific coast friends that he cannot fill engagements 
abroad until after Jan. 1st. If Rev. Campbell, or any other 
preacher, will contract to hold a sufficient number of de- 
bates to pay for the journey, Liberal lécture committees can 
make arrangements accordingly. Address at Monte Vista, 
Col. . : 


"Bells, then they are happy indeed. 


& - eg 
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Zetters from friends. 


: Ba*vros, N. Y., Nov. 7, 1887. 
Mz. Eprron : Inclosed please find $8— $93 for the paper and 

$5 for the picture printing for the next year. I hope all the 

Infidels are prompt. P. H. FosTER. 


Buguiyeton, Kan , Oct. 80, 1887. 
Mz. Eprror: Brother J. E. Remsburg has been lecturing 
to large audiences in Burlington on the 24th, 25th, and 26th, 
and with his fluent oratory, and his logical, unanswerable 
arguments, he spread consternation among the hosts of King 
Jesus, for fear of the destruction of their stronghold which 
they hav held so many years in our little city. 
Í Curis. Brown. 


Oax Murs, Kan., Nov. 5, 1887. 
“ Deae Mr. Maoponatp: For many years Toe Trura 
SEEKER has been a welcome visitor in our home.. It always 
comes with a smiling face, wearing upon its breast a badge 
of Reason, Truth, and Right. Its columns are full of bright, 


lengthy, and interesting articles from the pens of distin- 


guished people from all over the country, and besides it con- 
tains many short articles that are interesting; but oh! those 
laughable pictures by Watson Heston. They are regular 
* gide-splitters." Mr. Heston must be a smart man, and I 
thank him for his labors in getting up those pictures, and 
hope he will continue them. 

I hav been reading ‘‘ The Bible of Bibles," by K. Graves, 
and request every body to read it, as it is valuable and 
interesting. Yours truly, Quo. J. REMSBURG. 


SHAWSVILLE, VA., Nov. 18, 1887. 

Me. Eprron: Please find. $5 for your paper from April, 
1887, to April, 1889. "That will be as long as I shall want it 
sent to Shawsville, Va., if not longer; and if neither Frank- 
lin nor anyone else gets à mail route opened from your office 
to the New Jerusalem I fear I shall hav to giv up Tax: 
TRUTA SEEKER and other religious papers. 

Gabriel came after me last April. I got a doctor to fight 
him off for me. The doctor called it heart disease, but said 
if I would be careful I might sojourn here for years yet. I 
hav had another attack, and am rather weak now; hav not 
been able to get out much to attend to business. This is the 
reason you hav been kept waiting so long for what I owed 
you. A young man called on me a short time ago and 
wanted Tux TRUTH SEEKER. A few years ago his father 
ordered me out of an old Joss-house, out of the yard, and 
from beneath the shade-trees, because I preached the gospel 
as I was ordained by S. S. Jones, former editor of Z..P. 
Journal. Now think of the old Christian's influence on, his 
own sons and family. I hope to be able soon to send you 
two new subscribers, and I shall want your ANNUALS for 
1887 and 1888. J. M. Barnes. 


Osorora Mus, Pa., Nov. 6, 1887. 

Mz. Eprrog: When I think of the noble work done by en- 
ergetic, philanthropic Freethinkers; when I review the past 
and see the little army of enthusiastic humanitarians that has 
marched down the ages, endeavoring with eloquence and 
logic to arouse the slumbering intellect of a torpid world, I 
feel ashamed that I hav done so little good myself. My 
conscience tortures me, and something whispers in my ear, 
‘ You owe Tut Truro Szxkxx man." That this torturing 
fiend of fancy may depart, I now inclose $8, which you will 
place to my credit. Already this act seems to quench the 
flames of my little mental hell. 

I regret that there are many enlightened men—Freethink- 
ers, too, who know better—that are, for sake of policy, ac- 
cessories to the crime of teaching superstition. They pay 
the clergy for vilifying them. They feed and pet the de- 
formed voracious heast—orthodoxy—that would devcur 
them; but why complain? It will do no good. 

Yours truly, Wm. Soorv. 

P.8.—I told you before how I want you to “run” the 
paper—namely, just.as you please; and I see that I am the 
only adviser whom you hav obeyed. 1 hav thought a good 
deal about the illustrations, and hav concluded that no one, 
except a Christian, could object to them. It is strange, in- 
deed, if we are too timid to show a man a picture of his own 
folly. W.8. 


SALEM, Nee., Nov. 7, 1887. 

Mz. Epiror: The godly and ungodly people of this town 
hav been highly entertained by the four nights’ discussion 
which has just closed. If the Campbellites are as well 
pleased. with the efforts their representativ made for 
their cause as we few Freethinkers here are with Mr. 
But the fact is, 
Elder Williamson was no match for Mr. Bell. He occu. 
pied much of his time in fighting men of straw and in 
preaching, and in using abusiv language toward his oppo- 
nent. The funniest part of the whole business was that his 
friends wanted to hav Mr. Bell bound by a written pledge 
that he would not use any language that would shock the 
modesty of the ladies present. I, for one, told them that 
that was not necessary, and I would hold myself RAQURSDE 
for all our speaker would say? 

But the minister had scarcely broken into a full pace on 
his first speech before he began to use insulting language, 
and he kept it up on the second night, and to such an extent 
that I felt like resenting some things he said myself. But 
Mr. Bell did not share my feelings, and hence allowed his 
opponent, I thought, to bulldoze him too much without 
proper resentment. 

On the third evening of the debate the elder grew even 
more personal and insulting; and, as there comes a time when 
patience ceases to be a virtue, so Mr. Bell thought it had come 


in this case. He turned upon his heavy-weight opponent— 
aman who weighs about 250 avoirdupois—and with adroitne:s 
| turned the tables on Jumbo, and made him act through the 
remainder of the debate like a whipped spaniel. But the 
distinguishing superiority of Mr. Bell over his oppponent 
was his gentlemanly manners. He never descends to any- 
thing coarse or vulgar. And while we feel to rejoice over the 
the success of our Bell, yet we are prouder still of him as a 
gentleman. He would not descend to throwing dirt. He 
has left us, but the work he hes done will remain. And he 
has made many friends, some of whom, I hope, will become 
subscribers to Taz TguTH SEEKER. 

The debate is to be published in pamphlet form. Long 
liv the Bell that rings out the old and rings in the néw. 

D. T. BREINEGAR. ` 


MYRTLE CREEK, OR., Nov: 10, 1887. 

Mz. Eprtor: Being well pleased with the reports of S. P. 
Putnam and the results of his labors on this coast, I wish to 
congratulate him and all other earnest workers in our worthy 
cause. I am sorry that Mr. Putnam did not lecture in 
Douglas county. We need help here. I am too poor to 
go from home to lecture; but, if Iam oppressed much more 
by sectarianism and orthodoxy, by the encouragement of the 
members of the American Secular Union I will go. Will 
you not turn a little attention in this direction? We ought 
to organize all over the country, and build mental liberty 
halls in every precinct. We ought to create greater facilities 
for circulating our literature. We hav a few Liberals here, 
namely, Dr. McCarty, Simon Selig, James Bailey, John Hall, 
Uncle Jim Weaver, and a few others. Many others would 
be if we would get into the work right. There are a few 
Liberals in Roseburg, the county-seat of Douglas, and also 
some Spiritualists, who are partially ostracized by the ortho- 
dox parties. s 

By all means, we should organize, for in union there is 
strength. Whenever we become fully ‘organized the sects 
will begin to weep and wail and how] and gnash their teeth. 
At present they use their influence to prevent others from 
hearing our lectures or reading our books. 

The ice has been broken here for S. P. Putnam on his 
return to the Pacific states. Let us maintain our dignity, 
preserve our liberty, and transmit it to our posterity. 

L. C. Hir. 


OAKLAND, CaL., Oct. 20, 1887. 

Mr. Eprrog: Having read Taz TRUTH Serxrr’s account 
of the dastardly assault made by Hamilton upon the Sec- 
retary of the Secular Union at Ukiah, Cal., I determined to 
attend the trial. From the evidence I gleaned the following 
facts. The hall was crowded, that being the last and fourth 
lecture. Mr. Putnam had finished reading statistics, proving 
that there were more prostitutes and criminals reared under 
Christian influences, particularly of the Catholic religion, than 
among Liberals. At this point Hamilton advanced, talking 
in a loud bombastic tone; addressed the lecturer with ‘Say ! 


.what do you mean to deduce from all this d—d insulting 


trash any way?” He then turned, belching out to the audi- 
ence in dime-novel, heavy-tragedy style, “ In ancient Greece 
when an impostor came among the people they cast shells at 
the offender, and I cast this at you.” Ashespoke he grasped 
a large lighted lamp weighing nine to eleven pounds, contain- 
ing three pints of oil, and hurled it with great force at the head 
of Mr. Putnam. Thelamp by a miracle missed the speaker, 
passed out through a window, and exploded outside of the 
court-house. Several men attempted to hold the assailant, 
but breaking away he grabbed another lamp, and swinging it 
around his head started for the door, the dripping oil failing 
upon and burning many from the platform to the exit. 
Children screamed in terror; several ladies fainted. Had it 
not been for the coolness and bravery of Mr. Putnam, many 
would hav been crushed to death in getting out of the build- 
ing. After quiet was restored a little he proceeded with the 
lecture. Mr. Putnam held his ground like a Spartan, and 
coolly proceeded as soon as the people returned to the hall. 
The man Hamilton went through the form of being tried 
before & justice and fined one hundred dollars, which all 
know can never be collected. 

The prosecuting attorney, Mannon, a good judge of the 
best brands, but of no force at anything else, assisted by one 
A. Yell, employed by several gentleman to conduct the pros- 
ecution of Hamilton at an expense of two hundred dollars, 
made a pretense only to earn the money. Cooper, one of 
the défense, attempted to throw the case out on the ground 
that he had already been tried and once placed in jeopardy for 
the same offense. The judge ruled differently, and in 
plain language ordered them to proceed. As Yell failed to 
emphasize this fact, the jury went to the box believing that 
he had been already fined one hundred dollars, and that 
whatever they (the jury) did would not hold, but only sub- 


jected the county to more expense needlessly. The jury 
returned a verdict of not guilty in forty minutes. 
W. EVERETT. 


NxopEsHa, Kax., Nov. 6, 287. 

Mr. Eprron : Mr, John E. Remsburg has been here for the 
last four days, engaged in a discussion with a Dr. Lucas, of 
the Campbellite persuasion. The questions debated upon 
were, ‘“ The Bible a Human Production,” Mr. Remsburg 
affirming, and “ The Divinity of Christ,” affirmed by the doc- 
tor. Neither men nor parties should ever be considered at the 
expense of truth, nor would we for a moment attempt it, but 
those who hav examined those subjects critically can readily 
see that the strength of the argument lay upon the side 
chosen by Mr. Remsburg, and knowing him none need be 
told that he knew well how to make that strength applicable. 


Absurd assertions and glaring contradictions were so clearly 


set forth by Mr. Remsburg that even the most obtuse could 
not fail to see them. How to erase the discrepancies pointed 
out by Mr. Remsburg has now hecome the vexing question. 


This alone can save Christianity from disgraceful defeat; 
and to do so, without impugning inspiration, is simply an 
impossibility. Dr. Lucas has heretofore been reckoned 
quite an- expert in debate, but in this case he utterly failed 
to calculate the magnitude of this task, and it may be safely 
asserted that his reputation in that line is as one that no 
longer exists. He undertook. an impossibility that Mr. 
Remsburg found it mere child’s play to inform him of, and . 
prudence will certainly dictate to the doctor retirement from 
the arena of controversy, particularly where reason is the 
combatant. We learn that his Christian friends foolishly 


‘| blame their champion for not doing what cannot be done. 


Of course it is hard to convince those whose favorit dogma 
is “that with God all things ere possible," and for the 
patient a painful operation, but they certainly found Mr. 
Remsburg a skilful surgeon, whom if they cannot remember 
with gratitude they will find it equally hard to forget. 

The interest in the discussion was manifested by the large 
attendance. The holding capacity of the building was alto- 
gether insufficient for the assemblage. The attention shown 
was more than ordinarily good; &nd Neodesha deserves 
credit for the regard evinced for objectionable opinions. 
But here as everywhere else Christianity dies hard, and, it 
is said, intends making another struggle for existence. They 
speak cf the distinguished Clark Braden, who has been 80 
correctly photographed in Tat TRUTA SEEKER by that in- 
imitable artist, Mr. Heston. Securing Mr. Braden suggests 
to us the proverbial straw which drowning men are said to 
catch at, and we would want no better indication of the de- 
cline of faith than such a recourse. It isa piece of chicanery 
that would forever demoralize any brain that it enters. One 
of the many difficulties with which the children of God are 
now wrestling will be to find an opponent for this delectable 
gladiator. We are sure Mr. Remsburg will never tarnish his 
laurels by such an encounter, and we infer by the late atti- 
tude of Messrs. Putnam, Reynolds, and Bell that they are . 
equally jealous of their well-earned bays. 

Referring to the Remsburg-Lucas discussion, we shall 
expect both sides, by the religious press and pulpit, to be 
misrepresented. As is their wont, they will resort to every 
available method to alleviate their distress. "Tis a case of 
life and death, and they will make many an attack upon thé 
white-robed goddess in self-defense, but as they refused to 
prove their faith by the deadly serpent or arsenical libation, 
as Mr. Remsburg so kindly suggested, so they will fail to 
preserve it amid the crush of dogmas and wrecks of super- 
stiticn. Vrana E. VANOE. 


Cravaraxm, O., Nov. 9, 287. 

Mr. Eprrog : If the current of puissant science in Cleve- 
land may be gaged by the efforts of the clergy to dam (n) it 
with the straws of presumptiv theology, Freethought is 'àt 
flood tide. Though we are without Liberal meetings, lect- 
ures, or publications—except as the Sunday Sun and Voice 
occasionally wind a valiant word—yet I daily meet in con- 
versation with people who are bold’ enough in private to let. 
their light be known to those who will first show a glim of 
their own. Perhaps the Spiritualists will think that the 
above does them an injustice, as they fondly boast them- 
selvs as Liberals and Radicals, and sport a Children's Pro- 
gressive Lyceum, but as they positivly assert that their phi- 
losophy begins with the assumption of a creator, an 
intelligent God, and declares it the hight of presumption to 
deny that absurdity, nailing it down as nonsense to repudiate 
the authority of belief—Spiritual belief—to condemn skep- 
tics, prohibiting discussion, I report them as the toughest- 
chested old fogies I ever found among the churches. 

Mr. Merle Smith, in one of the Presbyterian pagodas, has 
been reading science fairly well, and then tacking on to the 
end of his lecture a paragraph or two of gush about God and 
cursings for not believing in Christ. In another Presby- 
terian pagoda Mr. Spretcher has been periodically banging 
the Bible to get the dirt out of it, bat the more he stirs it the 
worse it smells. In the course. of his discourse last Sunday 
on the ‘‘ So-called Immoralities of the Bible" he struck off 
such stunners as these: ‘‘ So long as it pleases God to start 
people from infancy there will be some inconvenience that 
we shall hav to put up with.” This remarkable rocket was 
aimed at Gail Hamilton for questioning why God did not 
make all people perfect to begin with. *'It is impossible for 
God to work miracles in mind as he does in sticks and 
Stones." "This air-brake he worked on his infinit engineer to 
justify the slaughter instead of the conversion of the. sinful 
Canaanites, and yet it is an essential dogma of Presbyterian 
Calvinism that no soul can bé saved except by the sovereign 
election and regeneration of God's miracle of grace. ** God 
placed restrictions on the actions of the Hebrews when he 
could not hav enforced direct prohibition." This is a pretty 
tough one on God. Why did he not take less cross- 
grained timber, or invent a double-iron fore-plane to ross 
them down? :'*If the moral progress of the Hebrews was 
the result of natural evolution, why did not other and better 
nations thus evolve a character beyond what they hav at- 
tained?” I reply: If there were other nations that sur- 
passed the original Hebrew character and became great by 
natural evolution, why did not God take them in hand and 
lead them up to even a higher point than he i8 represented to 
hav done his stiff-necked people? ‘‘ The other nations that 
existed then hav perished.” Theyhavnot. The Chinese, 
whose philosophy was before Moses, are and hav ever been a 
more decent, comfortable, and substantial people than the He- 
brew nation, and comparativ analysis shows that it was from 
the East and South that the Hebrews obtained the elements of 
their cult. ‘‘In every restriction there seems to be the seed 
of a higher precept of prohibition to be given at some future 
lime." ‘‘God did not command slavery and polygamy, as 
some skeptics allege, but suffered the existing practice to 


‘continue in a modified form.” The Holy One winking at sin 


and modifying injustice must hav been a rich show. And 
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when God told his pious’ prophet Hosea to liv with two har- 
lots no doubt it was a case of divinely modified immorality. 
‘The slavery of the Bible, as God restricted it, was a bless- 
ing as compared to the slavery of surrounding nations.” If 
it is a mark of divinity that its institutions are not so bad as 
they might be, then authority is given for everybody to be 
cussed if they are not too cussed.. ** God regulated slavery 
out of existence. -If he had prohibited it absolutely, then, 
trying to do too much, he would hav done nothing.” If this 
is not a grand giv-away of God’s ability, by one of God’s 
ministers, then there is no use in criticism. God was gag- 
ing his appetite for righteousness in dread that he might bite 
off more than he could chew. Oh! “The conclusion will 
be found that in God’s dealings with his people he acted ac- 
cording to the actual necessity of the case on each occasion, 
and did the best that could be done under the circum- 
“gtances.” f 

If the necessity ofthe case were too much for God's imme- 
diatc disposal, then who made the necessity? Did man 
produce circumstances that were too much for God's power 
to overcome with a whiff? Then, indeed, man must hav 
wrought a miracle on God that knocked him out of time. 

How can average people be so stupid as to swallow such 
stuff? How.can any one having the least pretension to edu- 
cation hav the effrontery to offer such clatter to a respect- 
&ble audience? If the Bible was of divine origin, then its 
filthiness and ignorance and horrors simply proclaim the in- 
naté depravity of divinity, against which the better senti- 
ments of the natural man revolt, and muffe his nostrils to 
cast out. Joan P. Guin. 


Newsurau, N. Y., Nov. 9., 1887. 

Mr. Eprros : The inclosed clipping is taken from the New- 

' burgh Daily Register of November 8th : 

Rev. J. H. Smyth is pastor of the Second Reformed church, 
at One Hundred and Twenty-third street and Sixth avenue, 
New York city. On Sunday last he delivered a forcible and 
masterly sermon on Infidelity. In the course of the same he 
gave an illustration of the-punishment following Infidelity, 

: and the same was located in Newburgh-on-the-Hudson. He 
stated that at one time, years ago, thirty-six men residing in 
this city banded themselvs together as a society of Infidels, 
recognizing no God, and defying his power if there was any. 

They baptized a cat,.and gave the holy communion to a dog. 

Within a period of five years each and every one of the 

thirty-six had met his death in-an unnatural manner. 

Grant B. Taylor, of this city, who is a member of the choir 

connected with Dr. Smyth’s church, on his return home yes- 

terday investigated the circumstances narrated above, and 
learned the full facts concerning it. The society was 
instituted nearly half a century ago. At that time the 
grounds now occupied by Trinity Methodist Episcopal and 

Calvary Presbyterian churches were covered with. water, 

being a small-sized pond. Near the entrance to the present 

Trinity church steod a partially-decayed tree, which was cut 

down but a few years ago, and the butt used as a meat-block 

by the late Robert Phillips, the butcher. It.was in the hol- 
low trunk of this tree that the immersion of the feline took 
lace . 
Fa extermination of the society within five yéars was true. 
"The entire thirty-six met with unnatural deaths—seven of 
the number committed suicide, and five were killed in rail- 
‘road accidents, the others coming. to an untimely end in 
various manners. Many of our older residents remember 
the circumstances of the institution and extermination of the 
society quite well. Verily truth is stranger than fiction. 

The Rev. J. H. Smyth probably got his idea from Eager's 
** History of Orange County, N. Y.," where it appears sub- 

` stantially as related by the reverend gentleman. Having a 
curiosity to learn the real facts in the case, without preju- 
dice either way, I took the trouble to go and interview one 
of the oldest inhabitants, whose memory extends back sixty- 
three years. ‘He said he could remember hearing them talk 
- of it when a boy, and knew sonle of them well, but does not 

believe there were more than six or eight of them, and none 
died unnatural deaths that he remembers. He says it was 
nearly seventy years ago (instead of fifty). From which it 
seems that the story had some foundation in fact, but is 
greatly exaggerated (as is usual with the Christians) to make 

Infidels appear as bad as possible. ‘‘ Within a period of five 

years,” etc. Now my informant (who is Christian) distinctly 
remembers three of them—viz., Buckingham, Reeves, and 

Ledyard—and they did not die until long afterward, and 

then in old age and not by accident. 

And after all what was it but a silly pastime some few 
learned wits of those days took to amuse themselvs at the 
spring on a hot summer Sunday afternoon, while the saints 
amused themselvs in their own way in the church ? 

] H. SPENOER CLARKE. 


BurLmeron, Kan., Oct. 81, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: I am certain Taz TRUTH SEEKER readers will 
be edified with a fair and truthful description of one of the 
followers of the meek and lowly Jesus, who is in good stand- 
ing and dearly beloved by his flock, and especially the female 
portion of it. I hav known this man for two years, and hav 
seen him almost daily, and I propose to do him exact justice, 
for I regard him as a fair sample of the Christian ministry. 

This town is blessed with eight orthodox preachers, and 
one Campbellite. It has ten churches and one school-house. 
It has three thousand inhabitants and two hundred and fifty 
church-members. The two hundred and fifty church-mem- 
bers hav heretofore run the town. But, thanks be to Free. 
thought which giveth us the victory, the sway of orthodoxy 
is over. 

This reverend follower of the dear savior owns two horse 
and cattle ranches in the state of Texas. He gets $1,000 a 
year and parsonage free from a poor church of self-sacrficing 
disciples. He is one of the stockholders in the bank here, 
and owns @ splendid race-horse, besides two carriages and 
two family horses, while the meek aud lowly Jesus, his lord 
and. master, owned no cattle, stock, or race-horses, and 
never had but one ride in his life, and that was on a borrowed 


_ jack. This ssint has his daily ride, and meets and chats not experience what the church-men call religion, not being: 


with another saint who rides a safety bicycle. They make a 


| from blasphemers. 


Mr. | 


He also learned that the statement in regard to the- 


fine spectacle. Thereverend follower of the adulterous John 
Wesley has a beautiful servant, and has many sisters dom- 
iciled at his home in the parsonage. He dunheth his congre- 
gation by letters many, through his deacons, his elders, and 
his class leaders, and the poor hav the gospel preached to 
ihem, but it is not in his church; but, behold! it is in the 
Opera House, under the trumpet blast of Remsburg, Rey- 
nolds, and Watts. The poor get the dunning letters while 
the preacher is drgwing his interest at eighteen per cent from 
the bank of Shylock. And the ravens in the valley are seek- 
ing their prey—which is hard on the prey, but all right for 
the ravens—and God maketh his sun to shine upon the just 
and upon the unjust, and thou shalt call and I will answer 
thee. Amen. : 

A poor man lay dying south of my office for three weeks. 
Three days before he climbed the golden stair he bitterly 
complained that no preacher had been to see him. A rich 
man died soon after, and this disciple of the adulterous 
Wesley slobbered all over the coffin and carried the deceased 
up among the stars, and while there made many astronomi- 
cal blunders. - 

He preached lustily to the congregation after Remsburg 
left, and warned his people, which are few, to remain away 
He admired not the picture of Clark 
Braden in THE TRUTH SEEKER because it looked so much like 
himself, and said that no good man would paper his walls 
with such pictures. He visits the sick with the contribution 
box, and hath his class-leaders wait on the people twice on 
the Christian Sabbath, wherein the meek and lowly Jesus 
fed himself, the multitude, and healed the sick. He preaches 
from a pulpit hanging with laces and silk, while the master 
had to use an old fish scow on the Sea of Galilee for a pul- 
pit. Behold, he takes the Sunday train to reach his appoint- 
ment to preach, while Jesus went on foot with wooden shoes. 
He sitteth down to a table covered with imported food and 
all the domestic delicacies of the season, while the master 
took his dinner in the Judean cornfields of roasted ears. He 
preaches the platitudes of the fifteenth century while Inger- 
soll is gathering in the sheaves. He prays long and loud in 
publie, while Jesus said prayer insecret. He followeth after 
the master—but a long way off. He became prosecuting 
attorney of Coffey Co., Kansas, and indicted all the druggists, 
and then compromised the cases. He preacheth against the 
use of wine, while the master made one hundred and twenty- 


Wesley's presence at a marriage feast means the big fee from 
the bridegroom and a kiss from the bride. Herideth around 
from day to day 8eeking where he can take up a collection, 
while the master went about doing good. He loveth his 
enemies so much as to get them indicted, and then compro- 
mises with them for money, while Jesus never had but one 
lawsuit, and that was when he lost his life at the hands of 
preachers. He paweth in the valley at the beginning of 


-spring, when the season is coming on of the lilac and the 


flowers, and the song of the turtle is heard in theland. He 
preacheth the gospel of charity, but doth not giv his coat or 
cloak to the poor in winter, but, behold he jeweth down a 
Jew and all the tailors for a suit of clothes, saying that the 
ministerial discount was twenty per cent off. He is com- 
manded to speak softly and gently; and behold, he calleth 
the attorney of record a viper. Behold, he is commanded in 
the Sermon on the Mount to giv unto the poor, and he con- 
tinually beggeth from them. He forced himself on the sim- 
ple people of Burlington after his three years had expired, 
because he had a soft thing and a simple congregation to 
preach to, and one that impoverished themselvs to feed the 
gospel. Dearly beloved, I bid you adieu. He preacheth 
the gospel of liberty, but useth the gad upon everyone that 
does not agree with him, that he can reach. Behold, he 
loveth the loaves and the fishes, and is always fishing for the 
loaves. ` i Gzo. H. BETHARD. 


Coarros, Ky., Oct. 28, 1887. 

Mz. Epiror: As I am the only outspoken Freethinker or 
Infidel in my immediate neighborhood, you will see I am at 
a loss for kindred associations and fellowship. So if you will 
grant me space in your paper I would like to spend a 
little time, for amusement to myself and the readers of your 
paper, in giving you my experience in the march from re- 
ligious superstition to the broad and more genial light of 
rationalism. : 

I was reared under influence of Bible teaching ; as early as 
twelve or thirtcen years of age I began to think of praying 
and getting what I asked for, but even at that time I had 
come to the conclusion that there were some very strange 
things in the Bible. I can recollect asking my mother this 
question: “‘ If all things are possible with God, as is said in 
the Bible, why could he not save the world of mankind with- 
out the death of his son?” 

I never received a satisfactory answer to that question. 
But I was taught to believe this Bible was my only refuge 
fróm eternal damnation. And how vividly the horrors of 
hell were portrayed to my young mind each Sunday by the 
ministers in their sermons; also the final ending of the world 
in fire! All this I must believe; and it so burdened my 
thoughts that I can call to mind how, after hearing one of 
those sermons, I dreamed nights of seeing the world on fire 
and women and children running screaming and praying for 
relief; and from those dreams I would awake and lie awake 
for hours studying the reality of sucha catastrophe. Howcan 
mothers allow their children to be taught such things as will 
frighten them beyond ali reason? When I think of how 
these beliefs troubled my childish mind I feel as though I 
ought not to tolerate them in my family, and for the sake of 
humanity I ought always, when opportunity permits, to giv 
them reasonable refutation. : 

About the age of eighteen I joined the church, yet I did 


six gallons of the liquid to cheer the marriage feast; but our. 


converted. I remained in the church (Methodist Episcopal) 
for some six or eight years on probation or trial, and all 


these years trying to force this unnatural belief on the mind. 


At about the age of twenty-eight I attended- a Methodist re- 
vival,and one evening, finding the house crowded, I was 
forced to take a seat in the amen corner ; and as the meet- 


ing began to warm up and the members began to pass around 
in a circle in the old-fashioned hand.shaking, with the ‘God 
bless you," I shortly felt that I was affected by some peculiar 
influence which I afterward thought and ever will think was 
merely personal magnetism. This influence caused me to 
think I was converted or on the eve of conversion, and under 
it I did profess religion, and through this s&me magnetism, 
which I possessed, I found that I could hav a wonderful in- 
fluence myself, insomuch that I often, by taking persons by 
the hand, and with à gentle grasp and & few kind and loving 
words, could influence them to join the church. I well re- 
member shaking hands with Mr. M. H. Huston, who is now 
teller in the Ashland National Bank, Ashland, Ky., during" 
one of those meetings, and when he saw me the next day he 
said : ** Sam, I never experienced such a feeling as when you 
grasped my hand last night. Can you tell me what causes 
that?" Itold him that I did not know, and at that time I 
did not know, although several years previous to this time 
above mentioned I had been told by a friend that he would 
walk a mile to shake hands with me for the pleasurable 
feeling he experienced init. Said he, ‘‘ There is something 
in it that I cannot define.” 

Now, this magnetism which I possessed at this supersti- 
tious period in my life caused me to believe that I was espe- 
cially called by God to his work, and no one ever did work 
more zealously than I did; and I was conscientious in my 
work too, and no doubt'I was the cause of many joining the 
church at that time. ' 

After the revival had ceased, I began to read the. script- 
ures, and thought I would make application for license to 
preach, or exhort; but as I advanced in the study of the l 
scriptures, which I began at the beginning of Genesis, I be- 
came somewhat confused just where God breathed the breath: 
of life into Adam's nostrils and he became a living soul. 
That word ** soul” had not been used concerning any of the 
other creatures which were created; so I began to think 
more strongly of the holy teaching of the Bible. Man was, 


-then, the direct spiritual offspring of God, and must, to some 


extent, partake of his attributes. But I soon began to think 
also of the fall of man through his disobedience in eating the 
apple. He surely at that time became possessed of that 
other spirit, the devil. Since man’s fall, it was said, all that 
is born partakes of that wilful spirit. But I reasoned that 
God had shown his design and willingness to send into the 
world another son that could withstand all the temptations 
of this former Adam, come out victorious in the end, and 
make possible to man the regaining of his original heirship 
and power, and make him equal to his elder brother, Jesus 
Christ. Thus, you see, as I had, as I thought, been coi- 
verted, and had regained my original heirship, and was full 
brother and son, I ought, according to the teaching of the 
New Testament, to be able, through prayer and fasting, to do 
miracles as did Jesus Christ. ` 

The Christians may say it was absurd in me even to think 
of such, but I thought if one párt of this book of God's were 
true, the other ought certainly to be. For the reason of 
such a belief, I refer you to Mark xvi, 17 and 18 verses: 
** And thesesigns shall follow them that believe; in my name 
-shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues ; 
they shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly 
thing it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the 
sick, and they shall recover.” I might refer to many other 
passages of scripture as a reason for this belief, as James 
v, 16. 

In my superstitious belief I prayed for everything : for the 
recovery of friends that were sick, and for the conversion of 
others. In fact, I prayed for whatever I thought would not 
be inconsistent with the will of God; but I never realized 
an answer from those prayers, and began to think that my 
faith was not strong enough, or that I was acting the hypo- 
crit, or that this scripture was not true. 

In fact, this book called the word of God was constantly 
bearing on my mind and confusing my senses; and I never 
shall forget the day that my attention was called to the fact 
by a Christian Jady friend of mine, that it was the talk of 
the neighborhood that I was losing my mind on account of 
religion. That was the first I had heard of the report, and 
it shocked me, and I felt ashamed to think that I had al- 
lowed my zeal to overrun my judgment. 

But again I thought, If I am a Christian, knowing that 
some of my near friends are in danger of hell, how can I 
consistently fail to warn them of this awful danger?" and 
Infidel as I am now, I cannot see how those who profess 
Christianity fail to speak to their friends concerning their 
imminent peril. Iaccount for it only by thinking and saying 
they are hypocrits. . 

After «experiencing the truth of what my lady friend 
had told me concerning the unbalanced state of my mind, 
I determined to investigate the truths of the Bible, and 
concluded to send for Thomas Paine’s “ Age of Reason,” 
a book I had heretofore been afraid to read. But now I 
reasoned thus: ** If the Bible is God's work, it ought to be 
proof against any theories or reasonings of man's. On the 
other hand, if man can pick flaws and find faults in it and 
prove the falsity of it by its own pages, it certainly is not 
the work of an infallible God." 

After I had read the Bible and ** Age of Reason” in con- 
junction, I thought that Paine's fault-finding was not without 
cause ; in fact, I approved of the work, and now think it the 
ablest refutation of the Bible. I then sent for Ingersoll's 
** Mistakes of Moses,” and shortly found that my mind had 
been released from one of the greatest burdens, and myself 
from the greatest. danger of my life—the humiliation of an 
insane asylum. . 

I hav often wished I could meet Colonel Ingersoll and 
thank him in person for the good work he has done for me. 
I sincerely believe him to be one a we greatest benefactors 
of humanity this century has produced. 

N 4 ? P BaMvEL P. Harron, P.M. 
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* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


The Two Glasses. 


There were two glasses, filled to the brim, 
On the rich man's table, rim to rim. 

One was ruddy and red as blood; 

And one as clear as the crystal flood. 


Said the glass of wine to the paler brother, 

* Tet us tell the tales of the past to each other. 
*I can tell of banquet and revel and mirth, 

And the proudest and grandest souls on earth 
Fell under my touch as though struck by blight, 
Where i was king, for I ruled in might. . 

From the heads of kings I hav torn the crown; 
From the hights of fame I hav hurled men down. 
I hav blasted many an honored name}; 

I hav taken virtue and given shame i 

I hav tempted youth with a sip, a taste, 

That has made his future a barren waste. 

Far greater than a king am I, ^ 3 
Or than any army beneath the sky. 


I hav made the arm of the driver fail, - 
And sent the train from the iron rail. 

I hav made good ships go down at sea, 

And the shrieks of the lost were sweet to me, 
For they said : ‘Behold, how great you be ! 
Fame, strength, wealth, genius before you fall, 
For your might and power are over all.’ 

Ho! ho! pale brother,” laughed the wine, 

* (Jan you boast of deeds as great as mine?” 


Said the water glass: “ I cannot boast 

Of a king dethroned or a murdered host, 

But I can tell of a heart, once sad, 

By my crystal drops made light and glad— 

‘Of thirsts I’ve quenched, of brows I've laved, 

Of hands I've cooled, and souls I've saved, 

I've leaped through the valley, dashed down the 
mountain, 

Flowed in the river and played in the fountain, 

S ept in the sunshine and dropped from the sky, 

And everywhere gladdened the landscape and eye. 

I hav eased the hot forehead of fever and pain, 

Ihav made the parched meadow grow fertil with 
grain. 

. X ean tell of the powerful wheel of the mill 

That ground out flour and turned at my will. 

Ican tell of manhood debased by you 

That I lifted up and crowned anew. 

I cheer, I help, I strengthen and aid ; 

I gladden the heart of man and maid; 

I set the wine-chained captiv free, 

And all are better for knowing me.” 


These are the tales they told each other— 
The glass of wine and its paler brother, 
As they sat together, filled to the brim, 
Oa the rich man’s table, rim to rim. 
—Maine Farmer. 


Story of a Waif. 

Willie Collins was a poor little boy—a ward 
of the state, z.¢., when his papa and mamma 
died, leaving Willie, their only child, poor, 
penniless, and alone in the great city of Bos- 
ton, there was no other place for him but the 
state almshouse. It gave him food, shelter, 
clothing, and when he became old enough, 
he was placed in school along with four hun- 


mother’s care, only that afforded by the grand 
old commonwealth of Massachusetts. Willie 
was a bright, intelligent lad, quick to learn, 
full of fun, yet modest and retiring as a girl. 
When he was seven years old he fell one day, 
striking upon a sharp stone with such sever- 
ity that his spine was injured so that he was 
never able to walk again without the aid of 
crutches. He never grew like other children 
any more, after the accident. His little body 
was dwarfed, his back out of shape, and he 
was scarcely ever free from pain. Poor little 
Willie? No father to protect him, no dear 
mother to soothe and caress his poor, crippled 
form, no sister, no brother to say, ‘‘ Dear 
Willie boy, I am sorry for you," depending 
always upon strangers, his fate was indeed & 
severe one, for strangers are not always kind 
and tender toward helpless little ones. But 
Willie was patient and uncomplaining, and 
never resented the thoughtless remarks of his 
comrades. : 

“ They don’t know how their words hurt 
my heart or they Would not say them,” he 
would s&y, and, brushing back the tears with 
his coat sleeve, he would pass along quietly. 

Willie had a sweet face, and lovely blue 
eyes that seemed to look deep down into the 
hearts of those who came near him. One 
day the gentlemen who hav charge of the 
state charitable institutions Went to visit the 
school where Willie was a pupil. One of the 
party was especially attracted to the winsome 
face of the little crippled boy, and paused to 
ask his name, and how he became lame, etc. 
The gentleman thought he had never looked 
upon so fair and patient a face. The memory 
of thelittle boy haunted him after he returned 
to his home, and he related the incident of 
meeting with the child to his family. For 
days afterward that pale face seemed to 


follow him wherever he went. Finally, in 
the vacation season, he sent for Willie to 
come and make a visit at his own handsome 
home. It was such & wonder to the poor 
child to be.sent for to go visiting! His heart 
throbbed violently as, with al his worldly 
goods tied in'a red cotton handkerchief, he 
was met at the depot by the kind gentleman 
who had noticed him, and now was to receive 
him into his family asa guest. In that family 
he was made as welcome as a prince. He 
sat at the table with his newly found friends 
and was fed with the best of food. Never 


| within his recollection had he sat at any but 


@ pauper’s table, or eaten any other than the 
coarse food of a pensioner upon the state, for 
his parents had died when he was but two 
‘years old. : 

Never had his eyes looked upon so many 
beautiful pictures, 80 many sweet and fra- 
grant flowers. Never had he heard such kind 
and tender words of pity, sympathy, and 
tenderness. 

No wonder the child was bewildered, dumb 
with astonishment. He had come into & new 
atmosphere, and under its warm and genial 
infiuence he blossomed anew. ^ 

- As he lay in his clean, white bed at night, 
he thought how could he ever return to his 
pauper home. “I think this is like being in 
heaven,” he softly thought, “and I wish I 
might stay here always.” 

He never uttered or expressed his wish, 
however, but when the time had come for 
him to be returned to the institution, what 
joy was his to know that he was not to go 
back at all, but was to remain as long as he 
lived a guest in the dear home that had 
brought such sunshine to his lonely heart. 
Everyone was so kind and sympathetic he 
hardly knew what to make of it. Was he 
the same boy? Yes, but now living in a 
home—a real home, such as he had sometimes 
dreamed of. i 

Daily he grew more and more beautiful, so 
that those about him said, ‘‘ He is preparing 
to leave the earth," and so.he was. 

One morning he said, ** It seems to me Iam 


going to die very soon.” He had not a single |: 


fear of death. To him it was & relief from 
pain and sickness—it was peace and rest. 
Quietly he disposed of his little effects, gifts, 
books, and trinkets that had been bestowed 
upon him by kind friends from time to time, 
remembering his former playmates and the 
children in the hospital where he had been 
formerly, when he was hurt first. 

When he came to visit the friends who bad 
cared for him so lovingly, a boy who used to 
come to the house for therefuse of the kitch- 
en had laughed at his crippled appearance 
and made fun of his poor clothes and of his 
deformity. = 

“T want to giv that boy,” said he, **my 
newspapers, and maybe if he reads the Chil- 
dren’s Corner he will not laugh at unfortu- 


nate little boys any more." 
dred other children who knew no father or |. 


So he gave that boy his papers, with his 
love and kind wishes. Soon afterward he 
fell asleep with the word ‘‘ happy” on his 
lips, and did not wake again on earth. 

His large and generous: nature, his tender, 
loving, and forgiving spirit, illumined the 
house in which he had found sweet rest and 
comfort, and those who knew him forgot his 
deformed body, and only. saw the beautiful 
jewel of a noble nature in the rough and dis- 
torted casket of clay. 

His life, so patient and uncomplaining, ex- 
haled sweetness and fragrance, like a lovely 
flower. He made sunshine and brightness in 
the home where he was welcomed asa son, 
and when he died he was mourned: for as a 
son. His conirades remembered him lov- 
ingly and mourned for him as if he had been 
a brother. 

Willie's life, poor and humble though it 
was, was not in vain. Even he contributed 
to the World's wealth by Lis cheerfulness in 
adversity, his patience under severe afflic- 
tions, and calm resignation to the will of the 
inevitable. And the good and gracious friends 
who took Willie, the helpless little lad, from 
the. poorhouse and made his last days so 
bright and happy ; who wrapped him in the 
mantle of sweetest sympathy and love, they 
hav told again by their righteous conduct, that 
humanity is lovely, self-sacrificing, and un- 
selfish ; that the life we. liv may, by kindness 
and devotion to others, be made as bright 
and glorious as the fair and rosy dawn. The 
tenderness with which they watched over 
the little friendless waif, surrounding him 
with every comfort and luxury, will not be 
lost, but will be an inspiration to otliers to go 
and do likewise. The lesson is obvious. 
Let us all accept it, and fill life with good 
and loving deeds, whose unfading luster shall 
brighten all the pathway of life. 
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A Bird Song 


A little bonnie bird I know, ; 

With breast more soft than eider down. 
A dress she wears of dappled brown, 

' And sings with sweeter tone, I trow— 
Ah, sweeter far this birdie sings 
Than all the birds that summer brings; 
And yet her song is only this : 
“ I love you, papa !"—then a kiss. 


Not tenderest song of nightingale, 
Nor sparkling trills and gurgling gush 
Of joy from velvet-throated thrush, 
Nor brilliant pipe of mottled quail, 
Nor tuneful plaint of whippoorwill, 
The measure of her song can fill; 
And yet her song is only this : 
“ T love you, papa !"—then a kiss. 7 


toe — — — — 
The Code of a Quakeress. 

The following is.a code of rules which gov- 
erned the daily life of Elizabeth Fry, the 
noted Quaker reformer: . 

1. Never losejany time. I do not think 
that lost which is spent in amusement or rec- 
reation every day; but always be in the habit 
of being employed. . 

2. Never err the lcast in truth. 


8. Never say any ill thing of & person when. 


thou canst say & good thing of him. Not 


only speak charitably, but feel so. 
4. Never be irritable or unkind to anybody. 
5. Never indulge thyself in’ luxuries that 
are not necessary. : 
—— 9499 — — —— 


Facts Worth Knowing. 


A cubit is two feet. 
A pace is three feet. 
A fathom is six feet. 
A span is 10 7-8 inches. 
A palm is three inches. 
A league is three miles. 
A great cubit is a 11 feet. 
There are 2,750 languages. 
Oats 35 pounds per bushel. 
Bran 85 pounds per pushel. 
Barley 48 pounds per bushel. 
Two persons die every second, 
A square mile contains 640 acres. 
Sound moves 743 miles per hour. 
A storm blows 36 miles per hour. 
Coarse salt, 85 pounds per pushel. 
Buckwheat, 52 pounds per bushel. ° 
The average human life is 81 years. 
A barrel of rice weighs 600 pounds. 
An acre contains 4,840 square yards. 
A barrel of flour weighs 196 pounds. 
A barrel of pork weighs 200 pounds. 
Timothy seed, 45 pounds per bushel. 
A hurricane moves 80 miles per hour. 
Rapid rivers flow seven miles per hour. 
A hand (horse measure) is four inches. 
. Electricity moves 288,000 miles per hour. 
A mile is 5,280 feet, or 1,760 yards in 
length. 
Corn, rye, and flaxseed, 56 pounds per 
bushel. 
A moderate wind blows seven miles per 
hour. 
e 


Correspondence. 


HOOPESTON, ILL., Oct. 7, 1887. 
Dzar Miss WixoN: I am a little girl eight 
years old. I go to school in the first room. 
I hav reading, spelling, arithmetic, and draw- 
ing. We hav so many in school that I can 
only go half the day. So I cannot Jearn 
much. My teachers name is Miss Lula 
Willis. She isa Baptist. We hav to repeat 
the Lord's Prayer and the twenty-third Psalm 
every morning. Isn’t that a nuisance? I 
used to go to the Universalist Sunday-school. 
But it took Paul so long to get to Rome that 
I got tired and stopped going. Mamma sends 
her love to you, and so do I. I will close for 

this time. Please publish this. 
Your little friend, OLLIE JOHNSTON. 


. E 


FARLINVILLE, KAN., Nov. 6, 1887. 

Dear Miss Wixon: I hav been intending 
to write to you for some time. 

Pa has taken Taz TRUTH SEEKER ever since 
it was was first printed. I think it is the best 
paper I hav read. I like the Children’s Cor- 
ner very much. My mother has been dead 
for five years, and my three older sisters are 
married, so I am the only girl left to keep 
house for father and my two brothers. I am 
thirteen years old. Igo to school every day; 
my teacher’s name is Mr. Campbell, and I 
like him very much. 

The Christians are holding protracted meet- 
ings here. They are too poor to build a church, 
so they hold their meetings in the school- 
house. I went several nights and got tired 
of it; some would sing, some pray, some 
shout and talk—I never heard such a noise in 
my life. 

The Christians dislike pa very much, be- 
cause he picks the Bible to pièces. There are 
only two Infidel families in this town. 

I would like very much to correspond with 
some of the girls and boys of the Children's 
Corner. 

Wishing success to the Children's Corner, 
Iremain, Your friend, 

PzaxnL Dewey. 

[We hope some of the children who read 
the Corner will write to the little motherless 
girl, who must be a '* Pearl of great price,” to 
keep house for her father and two brothers, 
and also to read Tux TRUTH SEEKER under- 


standingly.—Eb. C. C.] 


REDUCED TO 61.00, 


THE STORY HOUR. 
A Book for Children and Youth. 


BY MISS. SUSAN H. WIXON. 
Over a hundred fine illustrations. 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 
the Young Folks, By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Second edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for young. masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued ata reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage. This new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very 
Inuch to e value of the volume, 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 
vestigation, Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions 
with numerous references and citations, tha: 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
of other proyositions in the same book. Price 
85 amta. 


The Story Hour. For Children and - 
Youth. Susan H. Wixon, Without Super. 
gtition. The Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 


Children's Story-Book everissued, 66full-Dpage 
and 35 smaller illustrations; large type, heavy 
toned paper, broad margins, illuminated 
covers; 4t0. 224 pp., bda., $1. 


Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office, 


The Youth’s Liberal Guide. By 
Prof. H. M. Koțtinger, A.M. Price; $1.00.. This 
volume aims atthe education of youth in the 

rinciples of: Freethought, at the same time 
Phat it inculcates moral duties and human 
rights froma standpoint of pure reason and 
common sense, Address: THE TRUTH 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT. 


Steel engravings.of this celebrated naturalist, 
12x15 inches, suitable for framing, sent pon aid 
for 35 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS. 
The Heathens of the Heath,: A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonnell 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day ol 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 


. 90 cents ; Life 1.25. 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. T 
this novel is its absolute fidelity to nature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was soarcely Prepared to ex- 
ect to find, in such a marked degree, even 
rom so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethoughtranks.” Price, 
1. dress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


-The Outcast. A deep, finely written 


Radical story. From the London edition, By 
Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 
cents. 2 : 


CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY: 


Men of Business Who Did Something Besides 
Making Money. A Book for Young Americans. . 


BY JAMES PARTON. 
Price, - =- = = - $1.25. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
. 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIA 


SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand- 
Some 12mo volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, $3.25—in English or German 
A new cheap edition at only 1.50 


SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Bammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr, E. B, Foote. Five volumes, at$1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and cloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of “Science in Story.") 50 cents. 


HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages 
By Dr. Foote, 25 cents. A 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam- 
phlets).. By Dr. E. B, Foote, Jr., viz.: * Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease," representing the germ 
theory, adyocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” consi ering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well.’ By mail, 10 cents each. ` 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). “The Law 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pages, cloth 
bound, $23 “Heredity,” by_ Loring Moody, 159 
pazes, cloth, 75 cents; * The Law of: Heredity,” by 

. H. Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
Human Temperaments," with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; * Generation before Regen- 
eration,” by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; ** Re. 
roris of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during . 
1882,” 10 cents; ‘Third Annual Convention of the 
Tnntitnbo of Heredity: May 39, 1882," 10 cents. 


dáresa i TRUTH SNEEKER. 
>r 62 Py, 
BIBLE MYTHS 
p ^ AND THEIR 


Parallels in Other Religions. 


The objectof the work 1s to pont out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound; 
to show that they were held'in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. 

“It is unquestionably true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else so. accessible as they are now made 
in the work before us.”—N. Y. Sun, 

1vol.8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.50. 


THE CONFESSIONAL: 
ROMISH AND ANGLICAN. 
An Huxposé. 
By SALADIN. Price, 80 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


pa 
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ngersolls Works. 
The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; eloth, $1. 


jn five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
“ Humboidt," “ Thomas Paine," '* Individual- 

i ity," and * Heretics and Heresies.” : 
The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: '* The Ghosts,” ‘Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” t The Déclaration of In- 
dependence," ‘About Farmin 
© The Grant Banquet,” ‘The Rev. Alexander 
Clark,” “The Past Bises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and ** A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll.” 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 


ig . 
Ingersoll’s Tributes. - 
REDUCED IN PRICE. 

We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
Boll's at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: 

The Vision of War, 
The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at. Harry Miller’s Grave. 


KERSEY GRAVESS WORKS. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cents. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thous: biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins. Price, 1.75. 


The World's Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 


A SPLENDID WORK. 
Mr. Charles Eckhard, treasurer of the American 
Secular Union, has published 


THE NINE DEMANDS 


in a more attractiv form than any in which they 
hav préviously appeared. At the head of an en- 
graving on heavy plate paper; 24x19 inches, are 
the cabinet-sized likenesses of JEFFERSON, 
WASHINGTON, and PAINE, the Fathers of our 
Republic. At ihe sides are FRANKLIN and 
JOHN ADAMS, and between these two are 


in Illinois,” 


cloth, $1.25. : f 2 : Containing new and startling revelations in 
Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; printed the Nine Demands of the American Becu- religious history, which disclose the oriental | The price of these heretofore has been 75cts. We 
in i per, ?^llarUnioni i t At the foot origin of all the doctrines principies, precepts, ; 
plain cloth, $1.25. ar Union in conspicuous type. e foot are and miracles of the Christ: offer them at FIFTEEN, CENTS EACH; THE 


t t 
LAFAYETTE, GIRARD, and INGERSOLL, ian Now Testamen ty 


making eight likenesses in all, Inscribed be- 
neath each portrait is some radical sentiment 
quoted from the author pictured overit. In the 


. What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


per, 25 cents., — 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 


Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah 8. Black, and Prof. 


and furnishing a key for unlocking many o: 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
history of sixteen oriental crucified gods. 1.50. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. . 


THREE FOR FORTY OENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
28 Lafayette PL. New York. 


George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. - ` 5 
. Orthodoxy. . 56 ages, 12mo, aper, space between the portraits and around them are W : S. BE LL! 8 P AMPHLETS. New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 
"10 cents, $1.00 per £ . post paid, Printed in | arabesques of vines and flowers in profusion, and SLUT PUE EAE MEN WOMEN & i GODS 
Jar d genr jpo, and containing as muüoh as the panel inclosing the Nine Demands is sur- | The Confliet between Christianity "9 e 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 500. 


ROMANISM, 


DANCER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholie 
Cannot be 8 Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


mounted on each corner by Mr. Eckhard’s design 
of the flag above the cross. The whole makes an 
exceedingly handsome work for framing. The 
artistic part is equal to the best, and the portraits 
‘are as true to nature as the photographs from 
which they were transferred. The design will be 
sent postpaid by mail for $l by ` í 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 


A OOMPEND OF THE NATURAL Laws or In- 
DUSTRIAL PRODUOTION AND 

; EXoHANGE. 

By J. K. Inearts, author of * Social Wealth.” 


Price, 26 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL'S 


Great Centennial Oration 
ON THE 


This makes à grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. 
Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
& Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franciscan, 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 
Millions of these should be circulated. 


Vindication of Thomas Paine from 


the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill, 


Large size octavo, paper, 10 cents. 
Ingersoll 8 Lectures Complete. 
ound in one. yolume, To meet the demand 
for Mr. Ingersoll's works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on “ Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in. half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5, Sent by mail postpaid. 
Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s ‘The Vision 
of War,” the “Grant Banquet Toast,” and 
the recent address over “Little Harry Mil- 
ler’s Grave,” that they hav been printed on 
heavy toned paper, 18x22, illuminated border, 
and in large, clear type, suitable for framing, 
and the three will be forwarded to any address, 
for 50 cts, or either one for 15 cts, 
This 


Prose Poems and Selections. 
new book isa gem. Itis a model in every re- 


‘and Civilization. 
PRICE, - - - - - -  150ENTR. 
t is & stunner; concise, scholarly, and good.— 


e the g8. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 


PRICE, 15 CENTS. 
Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. 
Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Man.—T. B. Wakeman. f 
A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. Itisa very 
Fes paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTS. 


The number of heads under which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which each point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
Itake great pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition ” to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self-government.— 
J. J. McCabe. . 


PRIOR, - -= - 40 CENTS. 


For sale at this office. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


a 9 - 
spect, "In tech ole of the richest, brightest, Charles Watiss Works. THE STRUGGLE 
vost ever, imet Lieguteium bene tbo qer D aclaralign ol Independence = as | 
"published, n ^e tri n : aA EMO "T : 
fore'published, and ali the famous ^ tributes * ! | Saints and Sinners. 10 cents. Religious and Politica) Liberty. 
brought together till now, many other gems, ALSO THE In which the author shows the repeated attempts 


The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price,1.25 CONTENTS : 
Section I. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section ll. What it 
Owes to Mohammedanism, Section III. Free- 
thought Martyrs and, Confessors, Section IV. 
Freethought in Contlict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Bec- 


selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
yersations of the author, The work is designed 
or and will be-accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
purpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
ac simile; has been prepared especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 


of men of every age to acquire greater political 
liberty ; also vigorously attacks the very founda- 
tion of the religion of every age; dwelling at 
length upon the wrongs of Ireland, and, in detail- 
ing the account of slavery in this country, calls 
the attention of thinking men and women to the 
position of womankind in America. "Throughout. 
the work is replete with astounding facts an 


Immortal Document, 
And the National Anthem entitled :' 


"LAND OF LIBERTY." 


Price, 6 cts; 5 copies, 25 cts; 25 copies, $1. 


Dou LIMEN S SSS EE 
Life Fu sp and i Tah P S A -ELEMENTS i ph rte in cover. Price, 10 cts. Cloth, 18mo., 138pp., price 75 cents. 
eolors on board, beveled gilt edges. 50 cents. or Christian Evidences Criticised A ares 28 Lafaratte Place, Now York. 
Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. |] WT VER SAL HISTORY Introdyation by Chers ‘Bredlaueh < Gor- | THE CREDIT FONCIER OF SINALOA, 
LL. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. dem ‘gal Value. of the Now "Testament; Miracles; | , Published ej Hammonton, N. J; Mario Howland 


 J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
‘he Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Ohurch and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
, Church and the Republic. . ; 
Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Uukinaness to Children; Cruelty to Animals ; 
-Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperance v» Poverty 
and Vagrancy: Ignorance and Idiocy Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities, 


BSabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Éxamination of 
Sun ay Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; T'he 
abb ath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
* Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 25 cents; six copies, $1.00. 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 

' ligious and Political Liberty, Tells the stor 
of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 

it. Ohoive extracts from “Common Sense,” 
* American Crisis,” “Rightsof Man,” and “Age 
of Reason ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. $ 

Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley ; Ohristian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 

The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers' Convention, January 29,1884. Price, 


10 cents, 
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RUPTURES CURED 


myMedical Compound and Improved 
Elastic Supporter Truss in rom 30 to. 
90 days. Reliable references given. Send 
stamp for circular, and say in what paper 
you saw my advertisement. Address Qapt, 


W. A. Collings, Smithville, Jeferson Se. 


‘aagured that Dr. Fellows, the eminent specialist of 


HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS AND 
FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. ; 


By Prof. H. M. Cottinger, A.M. 


This book is just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of history from 2,000 
years B.O., on up to 1883, aliin a nutshell.—Etnina 
Slenker, . 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place; in the family it would be no 
less important, as conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Wizon. | 

Mr. Cottinger’s intentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable; it may 
be commended as fulfilling its purpose of a con- 
cise and interesting historical text-book.—Milwau- 
kee Sentinel, : . 


PRICE, CLOTH, $1. 


CURED. 


NOW 18 THE TIME TO BE 
“LNGNLVGUL AJO LOd LON OG 


Isa Stanch injiuct and a Success- 
ful Physician. 
The Better Way. of Cincinnati, O., says, ©“ We are 


Vineland, N. J., ia an educated gentleman of su- 
perior mind and large attainments, and that suc- 
cess in his protessiou has brought him business, 
not only from all parts of this country,but from 
foreign shores. e is in the prime of life and 
able to transact his various professional duties 
promptly and well and giv satisfaction in every 
instance, His references are numbered by thou- 
sands.” P f 

Dr. Fellows treats all those peculiar diseases 
resulting from indiscretion and ignorance of 
youth. Those who are ailing should send 10 cents 
for the Dr.’s little pook setting forth an EXTERNAL 

PLICATION —a positiv cure. 
BE Address DR. R. P. FELLOWS. 


Vineiand, N. J. 
t- Mention this paper. 


Prophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 
Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 


Watts are published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible; Freethought and 
Modern Progress; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civihzation ; Philosophy of Becu- 
larism; Science and Bible Antagonistic; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all of 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 26 Lafayette Place, New York. 


WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


Was Jesus an Impostor? A debate between a 
Scotch novelist, Agnes Rollo Wiikie, and Arthur 
B. Moss. The best conducted debate of modern 
times. 100 pp., 25 cts. The Mirror of Free- 
thought. 50 cts. The Bible and Darwinism. 
25 cts. Biblical Errors and Secular Truths, 25 
cts. Two Revelations. 5cts. Bible Horrors; or, 
Real Blasphemy. 5 cts. Bible Makers. 5 cts, 
Bible Saints—Nos. 1, 2, and 3. Each 5 cts. Moses 
vs. Darwin, 5 cts, Socrates, Buddha, and Jesus. 
5cts. Christianity a Degrading Religion. 5 cts. 
Fictitious Gods. 5 cts. Natural Man. 5 cts. 
The Old Faith and the New. 5cts, Bruno and 
Spinoza, 5 cts. The Bible God and His Favorits. 
5cts, Miracle-Workers. 5cts. Health, Wealth, 
and Happiness. 5cts, The Brain and the Soul, 
5cts. Nature and the Gods. 5cts. Design and 
Natural Selection, 5cts. Man and the Lower 


Animals. 6 cts. 
m Watts and Oo., 17 Johnson's Court, 


Address 
E.C., Lon lon, Eng. 


bible Temperance: 


LIQUOR DRINKING 


Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
by the Bible, 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


This ig a companion book to Remsburg's “ Bible 
Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CQO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


DID JESUS CHBIST RISE FROM 
THE DEAD? 
The Evidences for the Resurrection Tried 
and Found Wanting. 
By Saladin. 


25 CENTS. 


PRICE, , are THE TRUTH BEERER, 


F. L. Browne, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization entere 
prise,the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and Foneraliy 
to the practical solution of the problem of Integral 
On-operation, Price, $1 a year; 50 cents for six 
months. 25 cents for three months 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


|C. B. REYNOLDS. 


85 Cents Each. 
,Address TEE TRUTH SEEKER OQ. 


A v odi Tw 


The Trinity, from Gibbon’ History of Christianity. 


History of Christianity 


- A VINDICATION 


of some passages in the “ History of the Decline and 
Fall of the Roman Empire” by 


EDWARD GIBBON, Esq. 


With a Life of Gibbon, preface and notes by the editor, 
including critical notes by Guizot, Milman, Wenck, 
an “ English Churchman,” and other scholars. 

I vol. 12 mo, 864 pp. Cloth. With 65 engravings. $1.50 
This book shows when, where, and how Christianity 

originated, who were its founders, and what were the 

sentiments, manners, numbers, and condition of the 
primitive Christians. 

“I kuow.of no book that contains more real and val 
uable information upon the origin of Christianity.” 
R. G. INGERSOLL. - A 

‘One of the most learned and interesting books eve 
written and published."— Boston Investigator. 


FOR SALE AT TRUTH SEEKER OFFICE.. 
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From Everywhere. 
ITEMS OF NEWS OF INTEREST TO FREETHINKERS. 

Arthur B. Moss, whose scientific articles 
hav won him renown with TRUTH SREKER 
readers. has, in connection with H. Witton, 
also a Freethinker, written a drama which 
‘was produced in London last week. 

The Sydney Daily Telegraph publishes sta- 
tistics showing the condition of church and 
chapel attendance in New South Wales. 
Since 1888, while the population has increased 


by 144,222, church attendance has decreased 


by 19,800. 


Once upon a time the newspapers used to 
comment on “the villainous head? of Mr. 
Bradlaugh, who was said to be a mixture of 
prizefiehter, burglar, and ape. 'The London 
Freethinker notes that a change bas come 
over the scene now. Recently the Pat! Mall 
Gazette wrote: ‘‘ There is no more remark- 
able head in the House of Commons than Mr. 
Gladstone's. own—excepting perhaps the 
dome-of-St.-Paul-like head of Mr. Brad- 

. laugh.” 

The religious question has cropped up 
again in the Southampton, England. school 
board. According to the report in the local 
paper, the Rev. G. C. White.desired to make 
the religious instruction more systematic, and 
to hav a periodical examination thereon. 
This immediately raised the question who 
should be the examiners, and the motion was 
stontly opposed by Mr. Burbage, who 
thought it best to let sleeping dogs lie, and by 
Canon Scannell, in behalf of the Catholics, 
who contended that the Bible could not be 

. taught without teaching something in the 
shape of doctrin as well. He would propose 
the Rev. Canon Gunn, of Winchester, a 
Roman Catholic, as examiner. The Rev. H. 
H. Pereira appealed to Canon Scannell not 
‘to oppose—it was a choice between Agnosti- 
cism and some religious instruction. Mr. 
Domoney frankly declared there was much 
in the Bible that was unfit for reading by 
children. His opinion was that as a rule Ag- 
nostics understood the Bible better than 
Christians. The matter was ultimately re- 
ferred to a committee of the whole board. 

The following startling manifesto was re- 
cently issued in Michigan: ** To all the People 
of Michigan: Knowledge, wisdom, wealth, 
purity, patience, prosperity, power, and peace 
be multiplied unto you. All of these may be 
secured to all of our cities, to every home, in 
every heart. 'The Republican party cannot 
giv them, neither can the Democratic or any 
other party. They cannot be purchased with 
greenbacks or gold. Yet all who desire may 

av all of them by asking; asking of him who 
alone can giv them. The political party that 
will acknowledge God in all their platforms 
and in alltheir ways as the *author and giver 
of every good and perfect gift, that party 
‘shall be my party and their God shall.be my 
God. If the Republican party will do this, 
then I am a Republican, all of me; if they 
will not do this, and the Democratic party 
wil, then I am a Democrat, through and 
through. Neither of these parties hav done 
this; they each seem to be afraid to say that 

.right is right and wrong is wrong; that our 
father's God is our God. Because neither of 
them hav done this, and because of the adop- 
tion of the following plank by the Prohibi- 
tion party on July 24, 1884— 

** ‘The Prohibition party. in national con- 
vention assembled acknowledge Almighty 
God as the rightful sovereign of all men, from 
whom the just powers of government are 
derived, to whose laws human enactments 
should conform, and that peace, prosperity, 
and happiness only can come to the people 
when the laws of the national and state gov- 
ernments are in accord with the divine will.’ 
Therefore, ‘with malice toward none, and 
with charity for all,’ their platform shall be 
my platform, their God, my God; and if I 
shall be tendered the nomination for governor. 
on this platform, I shall accept it, whether I 
receive 20 votes or 220,000. : 

“ Davip Preston.” 

The members of the board of education of 
New York hav had a very lively debate over 
the question of appointing a Roman Catholic 
io be a school trustee. Dr. Lawrence T. 
MeNamara was nominated to be a trustee in 
the Ninth ward in place of Horne, resigned. 
Commissioner Sprague jumped up to move 
that the board go into executiv session upon 
ihe consideration of the nomination. His 
motion was lost by a large majority. Then 
Commissioner Sprague said that he wanted 
to know more about Dr. McNamara, and he 
wanted the committee on nominations to tell 
him if Dr. McNamara had been nominated 
for any reason except that he was a doctor 
and a Roman Catholic. The position of 
school trustee was one of peculiar honor and 
of grave responsibility. No class of officers 
in the public school system had the power to 
make or mar that the school trustee had. 
The commissioner went on: ‘‘Now, we 
might as well jump right into this matter and 
ventilate it. Jt isa fact perfectly well known 
to all of: us that the Roman church, as a 
church, is opposed to our public school sys- 
tem. So far as the members of the church 
are concerned, some of them are opposed 
to the public schools. Now, I want to 
know which side Dr. McNamara is on. I 
don't want to be understood as opposing 
Roman Catholics: I hav voted for Koman 
Catholics for trustees in the past, and I ex. 


swers his critics and questioners through the 
London Times. Ree 

He points out that, according to the census 
returns, the Mohammedan population in India 
increased 9,239.062 between 1871 and 1881, or 
about 25 per cent. After making ample al- 
lowance for the natural increase of births 
over deaths, this shows that the conversion 
of heathens and Christians to Mohammedan- 
ism had -been going on at the rate of 600,000 
a year. During the same period the conver- 
sions to Christianity barely amounted to one- 
tenth of that number. . 

Yet the Mohammedans hav no paid mis- 
sionaries and no organized missionary agen- 
cies. Their conversions must, therefore, be 
due to the voluntary ‘efforts of individuals 
and the intrinsic attractions of their faith. 
Meanwhile the Christians, on the other hand, 
hav all the prestige of a Christian govern- 
ing power, and are expending vast sums on 
proselytism, for which they hav a long- 
established and carefully methodized system 
of missionary effort. Of the total number of 
conversions to Christianity; too, all, except a 
comparativly small part, are in the extreme 
south of the Madras Presidency, where 
Christianity obtained a firm footing at a very 
remote period, and the Christians are more 
numerous than anywhere else in India. 
Canon Taylor also finds as a “startling re- 
sult” that four-fifths of the Christian con- 
verts are Roman Catholics. 

In the northern and central provinces, 
where Islam is strong, and the conversions 
to Mohatimedanism are at the rate of half 
& million a year, the conversions to Chris- 
tianity, to use his words, ‘‘are practically 
nil.” The most activ and powerful of the 
English missionary societies at work in India 
is the Church Missionary Society, according 


pect to do so in the future, but I want to 
know what a man's opinion of the school sys- 
tem is before I vote for him. Nobody has 
told us what Dr. McNamara’s opinions 
are. I hav heard it said," he continued, 
* that McNamara was nominated io repre- 
sent somebody or something. Now, what 
does he represent? Is it the church, which 
is hostil to the public schools? I object to 
any man’s being nominated as a school 
trustee merely because he represents some- 
body, and not because he is well fitted in 
himself. I hav heard that a priest, noted for 
his hostility to our public schools and for his 
zeal in establishing parochial schools, Jobbied 
for Dr. McNamara’s nomination. This is 
what the newspapers say, anyway, and I 
think ihis board had better look into it.” 
Commissioner Webb strongly supported 
Commissioner Sprague. He was opposed to 
this claim on the part of any section of the 
people that they must be represented on the 
boards of trustees. It was well known that 
the Catholic church hated the public school 
system. After an extended and acrimonious 
discussion, McNamara was elected. 


— 


The following is fróm the Dunedin, New 
Zealand, Hvening Star of October 1st r 


“The supporters of the Bible in the schools 
are numerous in the new Parliament, and, if 
an Amending Education bill should be 
brought down, will be very activ in further- 
ance of their cause. But, before they can 
hope to influence the House in the desired 
direction, they must come to a decision on 
two points of paramount importance: (1) 
What portions of the scriptures to be read 
daily are acceptable to the great mass of the 
people? (2) If something more than scripture- 
reading is arrived at, by whom is the religious 
instruction to be given? The second ques- 
tion is the weightier one, and will, we think, 
prove the rock on which the Bible-in-schools 
party will be shipwrecked. Those who wish 
for the preservation of our national system of 
education should ponder the answer of In- 
spector Hepburn, of the Victorian education 
department, to the demand which has arisen 
in that colony for religious instruction in the 
state schools there. : 

“Tf the teaching of religion could be suc- 
cessfully introduced into the schools without 
ruining the present educational system, no 
one would be more pleased than myself; but 
the difficulties in the way are, in my opinion, 
insuperable. Granting (and it is a great con- 
cession) that those to whom is deputed the 
task of choosing these texts agree among 
themselvs as to what would be suitable ones. 
are these texts to be explained or not? If 
they are to be explained, who would under- 
take the duty? The majority of teachers 
would refuse. Some, no doubt, would will- 
ingly offer to doso; but would their inter- 
pretation of these texts giv satisfaction to 
parents of different creeds? If these texts 
are to remain unexplained, would the chil- 
dren receive much benefit therefrom? I hold 
that where children receive religious instruc- 
tion at home, that given in school is unneces- 
sary; and if the home instruction is wanting, 
the little received in the schools would not 
benefit them very much. In one school in 
this district, after a moral lesson on ‘ Hon. 
esty,’ the teacher was consulted by one boy 
who was in doubt whether he should obey 
his father, who bade him steal wood from a 
neighbor’s yard, or the command, ‘ Thou 
shalt not steal,’ as inculcated in the lesson 
given. He was told that his father’s com- 
mand was nought when opposed to the divine 
law. From my knowledge of human nature, 
I can make a very shrewd guess as.to what 
law that boy would hav to obey. Again, if 
religion were taught in state schools, an 
inspector's time would be very often frittered 
away in holding inquiries into differences be- 
tween parents and teachers—all the outcome 
of religious teaching. During the last year a 
parent complained about a teacher trying to 
pervert his children, because they were asked 
the feminin of priest; he contending that 
there could be no feminin. If complaints 
such as this crop up under the present sys- 
tem, what will happen if religious instruction 
be introduced? At present an inspector is 
supposed to hav some acquaintance with a 
variety of subjects, ranging from military 
drill to sewing. To settle the differences be- | 
tween parents and teachers, would he require 
to be posted up in theology? If so, a long 
farewell to all the harmony that at present 
characterizes the yearly conferences of in- 
spectors. In teaching morals and inserting 
in the reading-books lessons calculated to 
make children obedient, honest, etc., the 
state, which claims to be secular, has done 
more than can be expected of it.” 

_ M 
Mohammedanism and Christianity. 
From the Sun. 

The assertion that Mohammedanism is ad- 
vancing far more rapidly than Christianity in 
Asia and Africa has often been made of late 
years, but when it was repeated a short time 
ago in the English Church Congress, by a 
dignitary of the church, it was received with 
surprise and anger. ; 

The spesker was the Rev. Isaac Taylor, 
Canon of York, and his exact declaration 
was that “in Asia and Africa Islam, as a 
missionary religion, is more successful than 
Christianity, and our efforts to convert the 
Mobammedans hav failed.” Having, since 
the congress, been challenged to prove these 
Statements and produce the facts to sustain 
his generalizations, Canon Taylor now an- 


agents, employed at a cost of toward $250,- 
000, made last year only 297 converts out of a 
population of 220,000,000 in those provinces, 
if the number of genuin converts be meas- 
ured by the number of adult baptisms. Of 
these converts only seventeen seem to hav 
been Mohammedans, out of à Mohammedan 
population of 55,000,000, and some of them 
were very suspicious, as, in fact, conversions 
from Islam almost invariably are. . 

Then he turns to countries distinctivly Mo- 
hammedan, and in the four missionary fields 
of Persia, Palestine, Arabia, and Egypt finds 
that 109 missionaries and nativ agents, em- 
ployed by the Church Missionary Society at 
a cost of $60,000, converted and baptized last 
year only one adult convert. This solitary 
convert, according to the report, was ‘‘a 
certain Moslem girl in the orphanage at Jeru- 
salem, whose conversion,” Canon Taylor 
suggests, ‘‘is perhaps accounted for by the 
statement that ‘she is easily influenced and 
requires constant guidance.’” In all Egypt 
and Arabia the whole number of ‘‘nativ 
Christian adherents” is put at nineteen only, 
and they, perhaps, as he surmises, are largely 
made up of the wives and children of the 
four ‘‘nativ lay teachers.” 

The practical results of Eastern missionary 
labors, in the way of actual conversions, are 
not more encouraging elsewhere. In Ceylon 
last year 374 agents made only 207 converts 
at a cost of more than $50,000; in mid China 
"1l agents made 68 converts at a cost of 
$45,000, and in south China 148 agents made 
297 converts at a cost of about $40.000. 

These are the facts and statistics with 
which Canon Taylor meets the challenge of 
his critics, and they are quite interesting. 
As to Africa, he will speak in another letter, 
but the spread of Islam there has been so 
remarkable within recent years that he will 
hay no difficulty in proving his point. 


From the London Freethinker, 

Canon Taylor further cites from the recent 
book on *' Christianity, Islam, and the Negro 
Race,” by ‘Dr. Blyden, who is himself a 
Christian negro. Dr. Blyden says: “West 
Africa has been in contact with Christianity 
for three hundred years, and not one single 
tribe, as a tribe, has yet become Christian. 
Nor has any influential chief adopted the 
religion brought by the European mission- 
ary.” Of the nativs of Cape Palmas he says: 
** Upwards of forty years of untiring mission 
effort has made them to- hate rather than to 
admire Christian civilization.” To this may 
be added the testimony of Mr. Joseph Thom- 
son, that ‘‘for every African who is influ- 
enced for good by Christianity, a thousand 
are driven into deeper degradation by the gin 
trade,” which everywhere accompanies the 
gospel, although denounced by Mohammed- 
anism. ‘Yet over a million a year, some of it 
extorted from school] children, is annually 
wasted on attempts to introduce Christianity 
to those who do not want it, while English 
men and women are starving at home. 


BINDER for THE TRUTH SEEKER 
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IERI ewY)ThS binder allows the open- 
ing of the papers perfectly flat, It also allows the 
taking out and replaciug of one or more papers 
from any part of the file without disturbing the 
other parts. 

Sent by mail. postpaid, for *1. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 

tf 28 Latayetie Pl., New York. 


SEND POSTAL to Leftwich Bros, and Curtis, 
Fiorence, Ala., for description of cheap land in 
the Sunny South. 1945 


to whose report 841 missionaries and nativ |. 


WHO WANTS THEM? 


Pair Diamond Eard"ops worth $400 for $280; do, 
$250 for $150; do. $130 for$80; do. $60 for $45; do, 
$40 for $28; 1 Diamond Pin, worth $825, for $920: 
do. $180 10r $135 ; do. $150 for #110; do. $100 for 465; 
do. $65 for $45; do. $98 tor $28, 1 Ring or Studd 
worth $185 for $140; do. $150 for $110; do. $90 for 
$65; do. $65 for $45; do. $60 for $85. A full line of 
smaller Diamond Goods same discounts. WILL 

EFUND OASH IN FULL FOR ANY OF THE ABOVE AT 
ANY TIME DURING ONE YEAR IF NOT SATISFATORY, 
Best "Howard? Watch, Elegant Diàmond-seg 
case, worth $300 for $920; similar $200 for $150; do, 
$150 for $110. Ladies’ Watch, 50 Diamonds, worth 
$200, for $150; do. Diamonds and Rubies, :140 for 
$100; do. $100 for $70. A fall line of regular styles, 
equally low. Wedding Rings a specialty. Oab. 
jnet Organs worth $150 for $75; do. $100 for $50, 
Music Box, 10 airs, $32, worth $45; do, $28; do. 8 
airs, $18 worth $25. 100 Plush and Leather Albums, 
largest size, $1 to $10, nearly half price. 100 Plush 
Toilet, Juwelry, Manicure, Shaving, and Ohild's 
sets, $1 to $15, same reductions. Best Triple 
Plated Kuives $3 50; Forks $3 50 per dozen. Triple 

lated ''ea-8poons $1.70: Tabie-spoons $8 40 per 6, 

ast Spectacle or Eye-Glass $1, Pebbles $2, Gold 
36 and $7 (Bend line of finest print you can read 
piainly at 14 nches and I can fit you) Taman 
expert in my line—your home jeweler must hav 30 
to 50 per cent profit—I will serve you honestly and 
giv you the advantage of my l^ng experience for 
5 to 10 per cent. OTTO WETTSTEIN, 

Rochelle, Ill. 


Very Cheap Pamphlets. 


D 
We hav on hand a large number of the following 
of COLONEL INGERSOLL’S pamph'ets, which 
will be disposed of at cost, as fol'owa: : 
Ingersoll Catechised: 
His Answers to a Number of Vital Questions Pro- 


-pounded by the Editor of the “Ban Franciscan ; 


singly, 8 cents; per dozen, 30 cents; per hundred, 


ORTHODOXY. 


A lecture, fifty-four closely printed large 12mo 
pages, 10 cents; fifteen, $1; and $6 per hundred, 


‘Civil Rights Speech. 


Including the address of Frederick Douglas, fifty- 

three-large octavo pages,singly, 10 cents; fifteen 

for $1; aad $6 per hundred. S 

The Truth of Histery. 

This is & comment by Colonel Ingersoll upen 

the religious lies that hav been told about him- 

self, and first made its appearance in these col- 

umns. Price 3 cents; 80 cents per dozen; $2 per 

hundred. . 


“$2.00. 


BIBLE IDOLATRY. 
A lotter Colonel Ingersoll wrote to the editor of 
the London “Secular Review.” Price 8 cents ; 80 
cents per doz., or $2 per hundred. 


INGERSOLL ON McGLYNN. 
Being the comments and opinions of Mr. Inger- 
80ll upon the fight in the Catholic church between 
the late pastor of St. Stephen’s and his employer, 
the pope. Price 3 cents; 30 cents per doz., or $2 
per hundred, 

We suggest that these be purchased in quanti- 
ties, and given away to Christians, and it is with 
that not unreasonable expectation that the prices 
hay been placed so low. . 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., ` 
98 Laíayette Pl, New York. 


S. P. Putnam’s Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Oriticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 ots. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts, 
“ A prose opio of the war, rieh witb incident 
and dramatic power ; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day, ”—Jonn 
Swinton’s Paper. 


Ingersoll and J esus. A conversation 

in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 

fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein ib is 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to ms, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Dr. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand? and 


er Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts, 


Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 


version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
_copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 


cents. 
for all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OC. 


Our Flag Above the Cross, 


This device is for 
paper and envel- 
opes for Secular 
Unions and others. 


PRICES: 


Half-note, bl'kink, 
per quire, . .18 
Envelopes, black 
ink, per pack, .18 
Paper or envelopes 
with local ad- 
dress, 1,000, $6.00 
N Half-note, 4colors, 
Per quire, . .25 
Envelopes,4 colors, 
per pack, . .26 
Paper or envelopes 
4 colors, with lo- 
cal address, per 
1,000, . . $10.00 
Address 


The Truth Seeker, 


COPYRIGHTED, 


Any profit from sales will be devoted to the free 
distribution of Liberal literature. 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker.. 


CALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
OANADA., 

W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. E 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 

'  OO0LORADO. ` 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 


IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. : 
ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 802 State street, aad Brentano 
: Bros., Chicago. F 
INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
: : KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 


MAINE, a 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). : i 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MIOHIGAN, + 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
S. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Chas. Sach, 188 8. Division St., Grand Rapids. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOUEI. 
Phillip Roeder, 322 Olive st., St. Louis. 
E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 
Lang & Co., 709 Olive st., St. Louis. 
NEBRASKA.  - 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
- NEW YORK. i 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
‘Chas F'. Gaul, 865 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
H. Adler, cor. Essex & Grand sts., New York. 
OHIO. . 
` N. Hexter, 808 Superior street, Cleveland. © 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. : 
B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila. 
ee Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
: : TENNESSEE. 
Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
TEXAS. 
-L. Andruss, Denison. . 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 


- — UTAH. 

James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 

Henry Booth, Stockton. 


: ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. . 


Robt. G. Ingzersoll's 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 


jn the suit of the 
Bankers snd Merchants’? Telc- 
graph Company 
: against the: : 
Western Union Telegraph Company 


Bo many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that THE TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. ` 


VRY GATTA RWP 
Rak SQUARE; 


, OR, . 
The Church of Practical Religion. 


BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of anattdfüpt to found a 
church without superstition, "and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
hig pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cieut narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


Fathers of Our Republie, 


Paine, Jefferson, Washington, 
Franklin. 


A LECTURE delivered before the Tenth Annual 
Congress of the American Secular Union, 
in Chickering Hall, New York 
November 18, 1886. 
By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
Price 15 cents. _ ! 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


IS THE COD OF ISRAEL 
THE TRUE GOD? 


The Narrativ of the Five Books of Moses, 
Joshua, and Judges, and the 
New Testament. 


By Israel B W. Groh. 


vice 25 cents. Address 
TH TRUTH SEEKEB OO. 


THE 


OP ae 
GRAND, UPRIGH 


Unrivaled in Tone, 


OQ 
Cor. S7th St. 
Col. Kelso’s Works. | 


The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 
hammer Logic unsurpassed.” 8vo., 833pp., 
silk cloth, $3. 


Deity Analyzed and the Devil's De- 


fense. A thorough analysis of the 
claims for the existence of the Bible deity, aud 
an examination in verse of the charges gener- 
ally brought against his Satanic majesty; 
12mo, 466pp., 1.50. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy, 
Cloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. : 


Infidel Death Beds. 
. By G. W. FOOTE. 


Price; . - E 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


HOW TO STRENGTHEN 
THE MEMORY; 
OR, ` 
Natural and Scientific Methods of 
Never Forgetting. 
By M. L. HOLBROOK, M.D. 
12mo,160 pp. *- - -- $100 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER QO., 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


[i] Sc [ex a cei! 


(E. M. 


_—— | I 


Calendar for 1887, - - 


KE [c CÓ SSS SS 


Freethought Abroad, 5 


Putnam, - - - 
The Parson. A Story. By 


ee aaue 


NEW 


PX, PUBLISHED AT THE TRUTH SEEKER OFFIC'44 


Factory & WAREROOMS, 


‘ruth Seeker Annual 


dreethinkers’ Almanac, | 
1887. 


**DITb + ILLUSTRATIONS. + 


CONTENTS. 


Freethought in the United States, 1886, 
Liberty. Address by Grover Cleveland, 
The Coming Dawn. By D. Louis Bodge, 


Sunday, Oath, and Blasphemy Laws of the 
States and Territories of the United States, 


The Right to Testify. By F. M. Holland, 
The American Secular Union. By Samuel P. 


B a 


i Touch and Workmanship. 


oe 
QV 


So Third PN eee Yorlks. 


SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Hxact Ratios in Its 
Acquirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 


Price, Cloth, - - $1,00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER 


DEATH IMPROBABLE. 
By L. R. SMITH. f 

Pamphlet, 32pp., 12mo, - 
Published and for sale by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 


Price 10 cents. 
Address Tux TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE |. 


BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, it is now known to be the work of W. 
H. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 80,000 copies hav been sold. Price; 15 cenis. 
For sale at this office. 
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Si Slokum. 


YORK: 


PRICE, 25 CENTS, 


AND SQUARE. 


Price, 10 cents. |. 
'of Babylon.—The M 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 25. 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rate 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Ear 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wu. HENRY 
Burr. Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office. 


PAINE’S AGE OF REASON. 
The Greatest of all Anti-Bibll- 
eal Works. 

By THOMAS PAINE, 


g * The Author-Hero of the Revolution,” . 
Price, Single Copies, aoe Six copies for 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Grea 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such - 
flaming arguments . . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of agepa 
ration.” 

Price, 35 cents. 


For either of these works or any of Paine’ 
writings, Address THE RUTH SEEKER. 


VOLT AIRES ROMANCES, 


CONTENTS : 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance, Zadig 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princes, 
[an of Forty Crowus. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Natnre —-Micromegas.— 
The World as it Goes,—The Black and the White 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam,—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A Pleasure in 
‘Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid paper, With 67 
engravings, Price, cloth, beveled boards, $1.50: par 
per covers, $1. Half calf or half morocco, marbled 
edges, $4.00, 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE DAWNING, 


A NOVEL. 


* Oh, heaven ! Apollo is once more among - 
herdsmen of Admetus, and the herdsmen kn 
not it is the Sun-god !" 


An octavo volume of nearly 400 pages, bound 
cloth. Price, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Co. 
28 Latayette Place, New York 


t THE : 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION, 

From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION. 
Price, 50 cents. E 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


WORKS OF O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 


Christianity a Reward for Crime. 
Authenticated: by the Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 29 pages, - - " 100. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 
Paper, 12mo, 47 pages, - a " 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 25c. 


150 


A Masonic Vindication of Right. 
A Protest Against Persecution. ` 
Paper, 12mo, 36 pages, =- - 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America, 


BY A CAPITALIST. 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime, It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remedy, the author thinks. isin communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of, the future 
Republic of North America, as it wil be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. 


Paper,50c; cloth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


OB, ž 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


be 


BY 
H.J. SEIGNEURET, 
Secularist. 
Price, - - - - 10 cents. 
HISTORY 
OF THE 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
Of Europe. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 


Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COO. 
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Hews of the Week, 


Erenry-onz liquor-sellers were arrested last 
Sunday for breaking the Sunday law. 


. Prymovra church has called the Rev. Chas. 
: A. Berry, an English preacher, to Beecher’s 
pulpit. 


Jouann Most has made 
another incendiary 
speech, and has again 
been arrested. 


A xig in Memphis, 
Tenn., on the 17th, de. 
stroyed over $750,000 
worth of cotton. 


A sTEAMsHIP has just 
brought to New York,, 
867 penniless Jews, whose 
passage here was paid by 
their friends. 


Tuk Rev. Thomas 
Rose, aged 80, of Taylor 
township, Pa., commit- 
ted suicide the other day 
by burning himself up in 
his barn. . 


Tax United Anti-Mu- 
sic Convention at Xenia, 
O., condemned the use 
of organs in church as 
inimical to the ** purity” 
of divine worship. 


Harman  SPENOE, à 
mason, tempted Provi- 
dence by working upon 
the spire of a Lutheran 
church in Gettysburg, 
Pa., and one day last 


THE ORDER OF CREATION 


Giadstone, Huxley, Muller, 
Linton, Mevilie, 


s OONTENTS: 3 
I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. By Hon. 
. E. Gladstone. 7 : 
II. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 
preters of Nature. By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 
, IIT. Postscript to Solar Myths. By Prof. Max 
uller. a 


On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 


| sion on the mistakes of Moses. É 
participants are a guarantee of its able character. 


t IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. | 


|^ Gens of 


W. E. Gladstone. 


V. Dawn of Creation. An Answer to Mr. Glad- 
Prof. T. B. 
VII. a Pae anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 


| By Hon. 


stone. By Albert Reville, D.D. 


Vi. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. By 


ton 


Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents, 


RUTH SEEKER CQ. 
THE Ree tie BL Row York. 


Chonght. 


ScHooL-TEAOHERS are needed to giv lessons to 
the uninformed regarding nature and her laws... 


men who hav made & thorough study of her phe. 


i ] testdiscus- | nomena and laws, and who correctly Place hey 
This a new bookand Sene, i miren of the i above all priestly claims and preterisions. These 


, men are called' scientists, for science is the sum of 


| all demonstrated knowledge, which is acquired by 


close observation, accurate tests, and continued 
study and application. These are the true friends 
= : ainiti of mankind; these show 


men what is truth; they 


point out. falsehoods and 


errors; they prove that 


everything that takes place 


is’ natural, that nothing 


ever was or ever can be 


supernatural.— D. M. Ben- 


week he fell off the scaf- 


fold and was instantly 
killed. 


GxonaE FRANOI TRAIN 


^ meti. 


. Bx the decree of God, for 
the manifestation of his 
glory,some men and angels 
are predestinated unto ever- 
lasting life and others fore. 
ordained to everlasting 
death. These angels and 
men, thus predestinated 
and foreordained, are par- 
ticularly and unchangeably 
^ designed; and their num- 
ber is 80 certain and definit 
that it cannot be either in. 
creased or diminished, — 
Westminster | Confession. of 
Faith. ý 
You remember. how fit. 
Paul said, speaking éven of 
God's own law, that * the 
law is good if a man use it 
lawfully.” And, in like 
manner, we may assuredly 
say that God's word will 
always lead us right if we 
understand it rightly. But 
men hav often understood 
it wrongly; and, accord- 
ingly, it has come to be that 
some of the cruelest and 
wickedest deeds that ever 
hav been done in this world 


PERSISTED IN. 


And he left his garment in her hand, and fled, and got him out.—Gen. xxxix, 12. 


hav ‘been justified -by the 
authority. of the Bible.— 
Counsel and Comfort, by the 
Country Parson. 


Let us hope that the 
teacher in the -London 


~~ 


Board schools may occa- 


has been’ lecturing in 
Maine. He declares that he is about to leave 
American soil forever. 


Tnz friends of the Anarchists hanged at 
Chicago are raising a fund for the relief of the 
dead men’s families. 


Tne price of coal has been raised 50 cents 
per ton without any apparent reason except 
that people must hav it at any price. 


' A MxrHopre? conference at Danville, Va., 
adopted regolutions condemning theaters and 
theater-going by professed Christians. 


SEVERAL women having voted in the recent 
election at Newfane, Niagara Co., N. Y., the 
case will be brought before the grand jury to 
test the legal issue. 


Taz steamer W. A. Scholten, from Rotter- 
dam, went down in a collision in the English 
channel last Sunday. She had 214 persons 
aboard, more than-half of whom were 
drowned. : 


Dzacon Davip Wrieat, a man of intense 
piety and austerity, and who was the chief 
support of a Baptist church in Hoboken, N. 
J., committed suicide on the 17th by cutting 
his throat with a razor. 


Barnum the showman’s winter quarters 
at Bridgeport, Conn., were burnt last Sunday 
night, at a loss of $100,000. Nearly all the 
wild animals were destroyed, together with 
the tents, chariots, and paraphernalia. 


Two light-weight pugilists, Carney of Eng- 
land and McAuliffe of Brooklyn, fought a 
seventy-three round prize fight at Revere 
Beach, Mass., last week, resulting in a draw. 
Unfortunately both are likely to survive the 
injuries which they inflicted upon each other. 


Tax wife of Pastor Hooper, of Kingston, 
N. Y., has left him and gone to California 
because he treated her so cruelly. The Rev. 
Mr. Hooper will probably rot follow his wife 
to California, as a church in that state de- 
posed him not long since for prevarication, 
exaggeration, and being engaged to marry 
two different women. 


Somu youngsters were skylarking near the 
register’s office, this city, one day recently 
when Anthony Comstock was passing. A 
boy about ten years old ran near Comstock, 
and Comstock slapped him a severe blow in 
the face, knocking him down. A crowd col. 
lected, and several policemen were soon pres- 
ent. Among those who witnessed the occur- 
rence were several newspaper reporters, who 
denounced Comstock’s blow as an outrage. 
Comstock retorted with personal abuse. 


Odds and Gnds. 


“ Took long steps, my cheild,” said Solomon 
Isaacs. 
80 qvick.” $ 


Waar is the difference between a High Church- 
man and a Baptist? The one uses candies, the 
other dips. : . 

Bi8MARCK runs a paper mill and a distillery. He 
also runs the German empire, but the two former 
bring him the most money. 


Customs inspector : “Is this a tailor's dummy at 
the bottom of your trunk?" Pa-senger: “ No, 
sir.” OC. I.: “What is it, then?" Passenger: 
“ That's a contract clergyman.” 


: Moor will tackle Louisville this winter. Unless ! 
he can convince his hearers that the river of life 
flows pure old sour mash, his labors in that town, 
says a Minneapolis paper, will be a dead failure. 


“You vont wear out your shoes nearly | 


might jine the Progressiv Ewker Party just 


formed in the neighborhood, an’, as she said it 
was no end of favors she was to get, I let her 
jine.” - 


A LADY, who had recently lost her husband, and 
afriend were eating dinner together at the resi- 
dence of the latter. * I sympathize with you from 
the bottom of my heart in your great sorrow,” 
said the friend. “It must be terrible to lose such 
aman.” * Ah me, yes,” sighed the widow. **It is 
only the hope of soon meeting him in a better 
land that givs me courage and a desire to liv."— 
Arkansaw Traveler. | 


Even the life of a newspaper canvasser is not 
totally devoid of poetry. The unending round of 
tt Times is so hard and money is so scarce that we 
can't take a paper," and “My husband brings a 
paper home with him," and all the stock excuses, 
are sometimes broken by a little incident like this 
that was told by a man who labors in that un- 
grateful position: * The delivery boy had gone a 
little ahead of me,” said the canvasser, “and as I 


Warn Brown was informed that “ idiot" was de- | stood on the sidewalk a pretty little boy in kilts 
rived from a Greek word meaning a private citi- | toddled up and stared at me with pretty blue 


zen, he was ungracious enough to say that the|eyes. I made friends with him at once. 


He put 


Greeks couldn't hav known much about Congress | his hands on my order-book and says he: * Hot’s 


or state legislatures. 


“ Don’t hide your talents, young man,” said the 
parson, earnestly. ‘Indeed and I don’t,” ex- 
claimed the youth; **I'm a fence-board and barn- 
roof advertiser, and hav got & two-hundred-mile 
contract on Glare’s Soap and Dryman’s Tonic 
Bitters.” 


“ Yov don’t need à ten-cent stamp on that let- 
ter, young man,” said the post-office official; “it 
will go for two cents." ‘ This letter won't go for 
any two cents,” replied the young man, tremu- 
lously; “it’s to my best girl, an’she ain't one of 
your two-cent. kind. Gimme a ten-cent stamp, 
and I'll slip her in before the mail closes.” 


WE are not bloodthirsty, as a rule, but we think 
it only just if the heathen retaliate on the mis- 
sionaries by boiling them. The missionaries, by a 
vote of the home board, go to the savages with 
the avowed intention of initiating them into the 
mysteries of Sheol, and if the savages hoist them 
with their own petard, who is to blame ?—Li/e. 


Mns. HENDRICKS (to caller): **No, I didn’t read 
the story, Mrs. Hobson. My husband read it and 
told me that it end-d dreadfully, and I don't like 
that style of novel? Mrs, Hobson (surprised): 
“Why, it ended beautifully, and they were mar- 
ried in the last chapter." Mrs. Hendricks (with a 
set look on her face) : * I'll speak to Mr. Hendricks 
&bout it again.? 


BSrRANGER: "I notice you drove the president 
over the same street twice.” Omaha Man: '** Yes, 
we arranged the route that way. You see, we 
drove him through that street on his arrival, and 
then drove him through it when we went back,an 
hour later.” “Exactly. I thought it was an 
oversight.” ‘t We wanted to giv him a chance to 
see how Western cities grow,"—Omaha World. 


“ Irs notin’ but perlitical parties in my house, 
Sarah, "There's Jimmy, he’s a Pro’bishunist ; 
Eddy’s a Hinry Georger; Patsy’s a Jimmercrat 
—8ame as his poor father was, God bless him! 
Tommy he's jined the Progressiv Labor Party; 
an’, would you believe it, Olemantina, my only 


at? ‘Thats my order-book? I told him. ‘ Hot 
does oo do wiv'at?’? ‘Oh, I write down the names 
of all the bad little boys I know.’ He looked at me 
& minute with his big eyes opened wide. Then, 
his voice hushed with awe, he asked, ‘Is oo Dod?” 


THE ACROBATIC CANDIDATE, 
Iuto the gay saloon he strolled, 
With free and easy air, 
And quickly for the drinks he called 
For everybody there. 


The glass he grasped: his hand he raised 
And said, * Come up, boys, come ;" 

Then on the crowd he smiling gazed, 
And drank success torum. ` 


He drained his glass, paid for his treat, 
And then the candidate 

Went out and met upon the street 
A temperance advocate. 


“ Ha! ha !" he cried, ** giv me your fist ! 
I'm proud to meet a foe 
Of rum, a Prohibitionist : 
The rum shops, sir, must go !” 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. A 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 
twenty-five Copien for $1; one hundred copies for 
$3. We wish that the friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


LIFE. 


A PROSE POEM. 


By R. G. INGERSOLL. 
Printed in colors on board, beveled edges. 


sionally be permitted to 
make some amends for the nameless flood of rub. 
bish he is required to teach, by giving an unpre- ' 
tending little secular lesson. on kindness, good 
temper, industry, thrift, temperance, zeal for the 
common welfare, and so forth, however “ godless” 
such & course may be, or even on such impious 
Secularism as may be involved in the unselfish 
practice of human justice, and benevolence, and - 
truth, and honesty, in spite of the penalties that 
Piety, ignorance, and selfishness impose on them. 
. . » Fortunately for the children, few among 
English Christians dare or care to believe the 
Bible as it stands. They mitigate its horrors and 
absurdities, or they more or less plainly reject 
them, and do their best to ennoble their religion 
into a real and practical Secular morality.— 
Religion in Schools, ; 


THE true basis of morality is utility; that, is the 
adaptation of our actions to the promotion of the 
general welfare and happiness; the endeavor so 
to rule our life that we may serve and bless man- 
kind. Through the scientific method only can 
the true rules of morality be discovered, and an 
irrefragable answer returned to all questionings 
concerning right and wrong. The first step to- 
ward building up a science of morality is to collect 
facts, and, as in other sciences, facts are collected 
by the observation of surrounding phenomena, 80 
must moral facts becollected by the observation 
of moral phenomena, facts in sociology, recorded 
in history. We must find out, by careful analysis, 
what courses hav tended most to the advance- 
ment and ennoblement of society; we must trace 
the results of various lines of conduct, and see 
which hav best promoted the general welfare of 
the race. That which promotes the general hap- 
piness is right; that which lessens or undermines 
the general happiness is wrong. These are the 
axioms on which a true mo: ality must be grounded. 
—Ars. Besants True Morality. 


THEREFORE, putting away lying, speak. every 


.| man truth with his neighbor ; for we are all mem- 


bers one of another. Be ye angiy and sin not: 
let not the sun go down upon your wrath, neither 
giv place to the devil. Let him that stole, steal no 
more; but ratherlet him labor, working with his 
hands the thing which is good, that he may hav 
to giv to him that needeth.— Ep. iv, 25-28, 


IT is recorded of Alexander the Great that he 
one day visited Diogenes, the cynic philosopher, 
who was bathing in his tub in the sunshine. It is 
stated that Alexander was 80 impressed with the 
moderation and simplicity of the cynic that he 
said to him: “Tell me what I can giv to you. 
Anything you want, to the third of my kingdom, 
shall be at your service.” What, think you, was 
the answer of the philosopher? ‘ Please, your 
majesty, stand from between me and the sun."— 
Plutaren’s Lives, 


SELF REVERENCE, self-knowledge, self-control, 

These three alone lead him to sovereign power, 

Yet not for power (power of herself 

Would come uncalled for), but to liv by law, 

Acting the law we liv by, without fear; 

And because right is right, to follow right 

Were wisdom, in the scorn of consequences. 
—Tennyson, 


Mvoz of this world's wisdom is still acquired by 
necromancy—that is, by consulting the oracular 


gal Clemanti a,come last night an’ axed if she ' Price 50 cents, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. ' dead.—G@uesses at Truth. 
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dotes and Clippings. 


Tas salary of the chaplain of the House of 
Representativs at Washington is $900. Some 
half dozen clergymen are lobbying for the 
position. 


ANTHONY CoMsToox's views of art may be 
designated as a nude departure.—Cincinnati 
Ainquirer, But Anthony Comstock himself 
can only be designated as a public nuisance. 
—~Sun. 


A Froripa paper reports that the liquor 
sellers of Atlanta, Ga., hav expressed much 
righteous indignation against ‘‘ the desecra- 
tion of the Sabbath” by the holding of Pro- 
hibition meetings. 

RaBBI KoHrEZ, a Jewish reverend, gave a 
temperance sermon last Sunday. He advo- 
cated self-control instead of Prohibition, and 
called attention to the fact that the Jews, who 
hav no temperance societies, are a sober and 
frugal people. 

AN enthusiastic Materialist put a headstone 
over the grave of his wife in a cemetery at 
Nievre, France, upon which there is the fol- 
lowing inscription : ‘‘ Deprived of all vitality, 
here lie the remains of the material that 
formed Madame Durand. No cards and no 
prayers.” 


Tux Roman Catholic Board of Missions 
operating among the North American Indians 
has now under its control thirty-five boarding 
and twenty day schools, the first having an 
attendance of 2,190 scholars, the second of 
870. It is reported that these scholars receive 
$231,880 from the United States government, 


which also furnishes clothing for 400 board- 


ing pupils at a cost of $30,000. Some of the 
Protestant papers, says the Sun, claim that 
this is contrary to the Constitution, which it 
undoubtedly is, but we never heard of any 
Protestants saying that the money their 
churches receive for converting Indians was 
uncon&titutionally donated. 


Waen Plymouth church wanted a eulogy 
pronounced upon its dead pastor, the late Mr. 
Beecher, they sent to England for the Rev. 
Dr. Parker, who professed to be a warm 
friend of Beecher, to perform that labor of 
love. When the eulogy was delivered an 
&dmission fee was charged for the benefit of 
the Beecher Monument Fund. It is now the 
talk that the fund got none of the money, but 
that the Rev. Dr. Parker claimed -a good fat 
fee out of the proceeds. 'The reverend gen- 
tleman is reputed to be quite worldly-minded 
when money is. concerned, and in addition to 
$850 for his services as eulogist, he sold the 
copyright of the sermon for $200. 


Tux first careful canvass ef illiteracy in 
Massachusetts was undertaken in connection 
with the census of 1885, and the result is 
almost ready for publication. . The impor- 
tant figures are made public. Ina population 
falling a few thousand short of 2,000,000 the 
number of illiterates over 10 years old is 
122,268, and 45,550 of these are males and 
76,718 females. Of the whole number 96,770 
are wholly illiterate, that is to say, they can 
neither read nor write, and this class consists 
of $7,464 males and 59,806 females. The 
number who can read but are unable to write 
is 25.860, and 7,992 of these are males and 
17,806 females. There are 188 persons who 
claim that they can write but cannot read. 
The number of illiterates in 1885 between the 


ages of 10 and 18, both inclusiv, was 2,158 ; 
between the ages of 14 and 19, 4.808; 20 and 
29, 8,747; 80 and 49, 16,544; 60 years and 
over, 13,774. : 


Tus Dallas Times doesn't like the theology 
of the cowboy evangelist who is wrestling 
with the Texas sinners, and takes him to task 
for saying that '* hell is full of Campbellites 
and Methodists.” It says: ‘‘Come out of 
that, cowboy! Come up out of the depths 
of such barbarism ! - Preach good will; preach 
love; preach hope! Put away the instru- 
ments of torture; fill up your awful chasm 
of ever-burning fire! Hush the shrieks of 
lost souls, and lullaby into quiet the moans 
of the damned! Preach heaven; preach that 
there is a place where preachers, cowboys, 
Campbellites, Methodists, Baptists, all may 
reach if the great and pleasant road of justice 
and love and fair play to man is allowed here 
on earth.” What is the good of preaching 
all this, or anything else, without proving 
it? 

Tur pope has an annual income of $625,- 
000, itis said, from the interest on the English 
bonds left in the treasury by his predecessor. 
He is also said to be a great speculator, sub- 
scribing for the Italian loans, holding them 
for a rise, and selling them to invest the 
profits in more English bonds. The Peter's 
pence is now said to amount to about $415,- 
000 a year. This money and the income of 
the English bonds goes to pay $5,000 a year 
to each cardinal living in Rome, and to pay 
the prelates of the papal court, secretaries, 
nuncios, guards, and other papal servants. 
Besides this the pope receives from the apos- 
tolic chancery sums for the titles of nobility, 
papal decorations, benedictions in the article 


of death, privileges of the altar, private 
chapels, dispensations, and other things, the 
total amount being, it is said, $520,000 a year. 
The pope's annual income, therefore, is about 
$1,500,000. 


Tur Rev. R. Heber Newton, in his sermon 
last Sunday, pointed out several dangers 
which he thinks menace this republic. The 
danger to our schools was that they failed to 
take account of industrial aptitudes. So- 
cially, he said, free divorce threatens the 
home institution. In public economy dis- 
parity of wealth is the danger, and the 
churches, he thought, are menaced by an ab- 


sence of free thought and honest utterance. 


A Roman Catholic temperance society 
holds a sacred concert every Sunday evening 
in this city. Last Sunday night’s solemnities 
are thus reported by a morning paper: A sort 
of an overture on the piano gave all the boys 
a chance to show their familiarity with the 
Boulanger march, in which they joined by 
whistling. There was no address. A cow- 
boy with a crutch sang “Powder Boy Jim,’ 
and then pleased the girls mightily with ''I'm 
the Father of a Little Gossoon." An English 
singer, after telling the boys in song “ Don't 
Leave Your Mother while there's Fringe on 
Your Pants,” told the girls, '* All I Want isa 
Little Wife to keep Me Nice and Warm.” 
One young singer who rendered ‘‘ You 
Know” had his effects spoiled by the whole 
house, which insisted on joining ia the whis- 
tle. He got even by doing a trick of spirit- 
writing and showing a slate inscribed : 


Of al! the fish in sea or lake, 
The blooming codfish takes the cake. 


Frank Bush, more singers, and some banjo 
players held the audience till half past 9. 
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Communications. 


the earth-renouncing antinaturalism of their founder. 


The Bible of Nature; or, The Principles of 
20 Secularism. ; 
A CONTRIBUTION TO THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE. 
BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Author of “Physical Education,” “The Secret of the Hast," etc. | Very desire of that prosperity. 


IV.—Opssecrive Maxrus. 
CHAPTER XIX.— LEGISLATIVE REFORM. 
. A.— Lessons of Instinct. 
Progress is à general Jaw of Nature, and the com- 
- parative study of Evolution proves that the tendency 
to improvement increases with. the advance to higher 
planes of development. Among the lowest organisms 
the rate of piogress is bardly appreciable. The sea 
shells of the Devonian period can scarcely be dis- 
tinguished frem the shells of our present seas. The 
balls of amber found onthe shores of the Baltic often 
contain the mummies of insects closely resembling 
certain species of latter-day flies and beetles, while 
the horse, the zebra, and other modern varieties of the 
equine genus, have developed from a creature not 
much larger than a fox. The Neanderthal skull 
proves that the heada of our early ancestors were a'- 
most ape-like in their protruding jaws and flatness of 
cranium. The lower animals adhere to inherited 
habits with a persistency that has often proved their 
ruin by diminishing their ability of adapting them- 
selves to change of circumstances, as in the case of 
that sea-lizard of the South sea islands, where its 
ancestors had for ages managed to escape their only 
enemies by leaving the water and crawling up the 
beach, and where their modern descendants persist 
in crawling landward in the hope of escaping from 
dogs and hunters. 

The higher animals, on the other hand, rarely fail 
to profit by lessons of experience. Trappers know 
that the contrivances for capturing wild animals have 
to be changed from time to time, the older methods 
being apt to lose their efficacy after the fate of a 
certain number of victims has warned their relatives. 
Old rats have been seen driving their young from a 
dish of arsenic-poisoned gruel. Deer, foxes, and 
wild turkeys learn to avoid the favorite trails of the 
hunter; monkeys, on their first. arrival in a cold 
climate, impatiently tear off the jackets or shawls 
furnished by the kindness of their keeper, but soon 
learn to appreciate the advantage of artificial tegu- 
ments, and even try to increase their stock of ward- 
robe by appropriating every stray piece of cloth 
they can lay their hands on. ~ 

The instinct of adaption to the conditions of prog- 
ress has asserted itself both among modern and very 
ancient nations, though during the mental bondage 
of the Middle Ages its manifestations were systemat- 
ically suppressed by the conservatism of religious 
bigots. Savages show an almost apish eagerness in 
adopting the habits, fashions, and foibles of civiliza- 
tion. The political institutions of primitive nations 
are very elastic. The Grecian republics were not 
only willing but anxious to improve their laws by 
abolishing abuses and testing amendments. In 
ancient Rome every general assembly of freemen 
exercised the functions of a legislative council ; leg- 
islative reforms were proposed by private citizens, 
and were often carried by acclamation, like the edict 
for the expulsion of the Tarquins, and the resolution 
revoking the exile of Cicero. 

B.—REWARDS OF CONFORMITY, 

Legislative reform, the manful renunciation of en- 
tangling alliances with the ghosts of the past, is a 
sword that has more than once cut a Gordian knot 
of fatal complications. The suppression of mon- 
asteries saved four of our Spanish American sister 
republics from a brood of vampires that had drained 
the life-blood of Spain for a series of centuries. In 
England the timely repeal of the corn-laws averted 
an explosion that might have rent the coherence of 
the entire British empire. The abolition of slavery 
with one blow destroyed a hydra that had menaced 
the safety of the American Union by an endless series 
of political disputes. By the abolition of serfdom. 
Czar Alexander elevated the Russian empire to the 
rank of a progressive nation. The very possibility 
of national progress depends, indeed, on the hope 
of legislative reform, for the rigor of unalterable 
laws prevents social development as the clasp of an 
iron ring prevents the growth of a tree. 

C.— PERVERSION. 

All the intelligent nations of antiquity were dis- 
tinguished by a tendency to legislative progress, till 
the freedom of that progress was checked by the 
claims of religious infallibility. The founder of the 
Zendavesta advanced that claim for a pandect of pre- 
tended revelations which became the religious code 
of Central Asia, and as a consequence the intellect- 

‘ual and industrial development of two valiant na- 
tions was stunted by legislative conservatism—the 
proverbially “unalterable laws of the Medes and Per- 
sians.” The claims of an infallible revelation pre- 
clude the necessity of reform. “Should mortals pre- 
sume to improve the ordinances of a God?” 


no business with vanities of that sort; no chieftain 
could trust his neighbor; cities were pitted against 


would vainly have appealed to the sympathies of men 


politics of the New Jerusalem" (Secret of the East, 
p. 76). ; 


provoked the protests of his Liberal colleagues by 
the confession that he * positively hated advanced 
thought;" but only five centuries ago such protests 
were silenced with the gag and the fagot. For nearly 
a thousand years every clergyman who had the cour- 
age to lift his voice in favor of secular reforms was 
fiercely attacked as a traitor to the sacred cause of 
other-worldliness. To question the authority of the 
church was a crime which could not in the least be 
palliated by such pleas. as the temporal interests of 
mankind, and & mere hint at the fallibility of “re- 
vealed seriptures" could only be expiated in the blood 
of the offender. Nay, thousands of scientists, his- 
torians,and philosophers who had never expressed 
a direct doubt of that sort, were doomed to a death 
of torture merely beeause the logical inference, of 
their discoveries was at variance with the dogmas of 
the Galilean miracle-mongers. From the reign of 
Charlemagne to the outbreak of the Protestant re- 
volt the intolerance of Christian bigots interposed 
an insuperable dam between the projects and the 
realization of social reforms. 

“I cannot conceive," says Hallam, “of any state 
of society more adverse to .the intellectual improve- 
ment of mankind than.one which admitted no middle 
line between dissoluteness and fanatical mortifica- 
tions,’ 

If it had not been for the exotic civilization of 
Moorish Spain, it would be strictly true that at 
the end of the thirteenth century, when the enemies 
of nature had reached the zenith of their power, “the 
countries of Europe, without a single exception, were 
worse governed, more ignorant, more superstitious, 
poorer, and unhappier than the worst governed prov- 
inces of pagan Rome.” ; 

In China and India, too, the resistance of religious 
| prejudice has for ages frustrated the hopes. of polit- 
ical development, and the civilization of Europe dates 
only from the time when a more or less complete 
separation of church and state was effected by the 
insurrection of the Germanic nations, and where thè 
work of that separation has been left unfinished the 
march of reform halts at every step. Every claim of 
dogmetic infallibility has proved a spokein the wheels 
of progress. 

D.—PENALTIES OF NEGLEOT. 

The pig-headed conservatism of orthodox nations 
has never failed to avenge itself in itsultimate results, 
but its fatuity has, perhaps, been most strikingly 
illustrated by the practical consequences of legisla- 
tive non-progressiveness. There was atime when the 
small value of real estate made it a trifle for an 
Italian ‘prince to present a favorit prelate with a few 
square leagues of neglected woodlands; but now, 
when those woods have been turned into vineyards 
and building-lots, and over-population makes the 
monopoly of land a grievous burden, hundreds of in- 
dustrious peasants are obliged to starve to swell the 
révenues of a bloated priest, who nevertheless suc- 
ceeds in silencing all protests by an appeal to the 
“necessity of respecting time-honored institutions.” 
At a time when agriculture and pastoral pursuits 
were the chief industries of Scotland, it was no great 
gr.evance to sequester the seventh day for the exclu- 
sive service of ecclesiastic purposes; but now, when 
thousands of poor factory children need outdoor 
recreations as they need sunlight and bread, it has 
become an infamous outrage on personal rights to 
enforce a medieval by-law for the suppression of out- 
door sports on the day when those who need it most 
can find their only chance for recreation. Neverthe- 
less, the dread of innovations defeats the urged re- 
peal of a law which for the last hundred years has 
obliged millions of city dwellers to sacrifice the sun- 
shine of their lives for the benefit of a few cierical 
vampires. The repeal of the witchcraft laws was pre- 
ceded by a transition period of at least two hundred 
years, when the mere dread of an open rupture with 
the specters of the past cowed intelligent jurists into 
accepting the charge of an impossible crime, and con- 
signing the victims of superstition to the doom of a 
hideous death. Their private rationalism might re- 
volt against the absurdity of the proceedings, but 
there were the witnesses, there were the legal prece- 
dents, there were the explicit provisions of the penal 
code, and with or without the consent of their intel- 
lectual conscience they had to pronounce the sen- 


But the blind hatred of progress which has for so 
many centuries degraded the Christian hierarchy be- 
low the priesthood of all other intolerant creeds, is 


The priests of Zoroaster, Moses, and Mohammed 
claimed the sufficiency of their dogmas for the pur- 
poses of national prosperity. The priests of the 
nature-hating Galilean attempted to suppress the 
“ The- doctrine of 
renunciation made patriotism an idle dream: the 
saints, whose *kingdom was not of this world, had 


cities and castles against castles; patriotic reformers 


who had been taught to reserve their interest for the 


The Rev. Spurgeon, of London, England, recently 


tence of death. The penal statutes of medieval 
‘England made sheep stealing a capital offense, and 
the mulish conservatism of British legislators refused 
to abolish that relic of the Dark Ages till the com. 
mon sense of the lower classes found means to redresg 
the abuse in a way of their own, Juries agreed to 
acquit sheep-stealers altogethér, rather than vote: 
away their lives for that of a quadruped. Tt was in 
vain that the prosecuting attorney established the 
fact of the offense beyond a shadow of reasonable 
doubt. It was in vain that the charge of the judge 
emphatically indorsed the indictment. It was in vain 
that the defendants themselves completed the evidenca 
of their guilt by a frank confession; they were ac- 
-quitted amidst the wrathful protests of the court and 
the plaudits of the audience, till sheep-owners them- 
selves were obliged to petition for the repeal of the 
time-dishonored law. The idea that the mere an- 
tiquity of a legal custom is an argument in its favor 
is a twin sister of the superstitious veneration of 
antiquated dogmas. 

^ E.—REFORM. . ; 

The superstitious dread of innovation, rather than 
the want of natural intelligence, has for ages thwarted 
the hopes of rationalism, and the renunciation of that 
prejudice promises to rival the blessing of Secular 
edueation 1n promoting the advance of social reforms. 
Orthodox restiveness, rather than any conceivable de- 
gree of ignorance, has, for instance, prevented the 
repeal of the Religious Disability Jaws which still 
disgrace the statutes of so many civilized nations. A 
chemical inventor would be suspected of insanity for 
trying to demonstrate his theories by quoting the 
Bible in preference to a scientific text-book, yet on 
questions as open to investigation and proof as any 
problem of chemistry, the courts of numerous intel- 
ligent nations still refuse to accept the testimony of 
a witness who happens to prefer the philosophy of 
Humboldt and Spencer to the rant_of an oriental 
spook-monger. The proposition to oblige a water- 
drinker to defray the expense of his neighbor’s pas- ` 
sion for intoxicating beverages would justly land the 
proposer in the next lunatic asylum, yet millions upon 
millions of our Caucasian fellow-nien are still taxed 
to enable their neighbors to enjoy the luxuries of & 
creed which the conscience of the unwilling tithe. 
payer rejects as a degrading superstition. In Europe 
countless Nonconformists have to contribute to, the 
support of a parish-priest or village-rector on pain of 
having a sheriff sell their household goods at public 
auction. In America farmers and mechanics have to 
pay double-taxes in order to enable an association of 
mythology-mongers to hold their property tax-free. 
Because the pantheon of the Ammonites included a 
god with cannibal propensities, helpless infants were 
for centuries roasted on the consecrated gridiron of 
that god; and because eighteen hundred years ago 
the diseased imagination of a world-renouncing bigot 
conceived the idea of a deity delighting in the self- 
affliction ef his creatures, the gloom of death still 
broods over the day devoted to the special worship of 
that God, and the coercive penalties of the law are 
weekly visited upon all who refuse to sacrifice their 
health and happiness on the altar of superstition, 

"But legislative abuses are not confined to religious 
anachronisms. The inconsistencies of our penal code 
still betray the influence of medieval prejudices in the 
unwise leniency, as well as in the disproportionate 
severity, of their dealings with purely secular offenses. 
The vice of intemperance was for centuries encouraged 
by the example of the clergy, while the control, or 
even the suppression, of the sexual instinct was en- 
forced ,by barbarous penalties. And while the pan- 
ders of the alcohol vice are still countenanced by the 
sanction, of legal license and admitted 10 official 
positions of honor and influence, the mediators of 
sexual vice are treated as social outcasts, and pun- 
ished with a severity out of all proportion to the 
actual social standards of virtue. The deserted wife, 
who in a moment of despair has caused the death of 
an unborn child, is treated as the vilest of criminals, 
while the crime of a railway shark or tenement-specu- 
lator whose selfishness and greed have caused a fatal 
disaster, is condoned in consideration of “ social 
respectability,” 4.e,, a mask of orthodox sentiments 
and unctuous cant. A Christian jury will thank a 
banker for shooting a poor wretch whom extreme 
distress may have driven to enter a house for preda- 
tory purposes, but if that same banker should be con- 
victed of embezzling the hard. earned savings of trust- 
ing widows and orphans, his fellow-hypocrites will 
circulate an eloquent petition for his release from a 
‘few years of light imprisonment. 

There is need of other reforms, which recommend 
themselves by such. cogent arguments that their 
adoption seems only a question of time, such as the 
protection -of forests, the recognition of women’s 
rights, the “ habitual criminal” law, physical educa- 
tion, and the abolition of the poison-traffic. 

It is undóubtedly true that the progress from bar- 
barism to culture is characterized by the growth of a 
voluntary respect for the authority of legal institu- 
tions, but it is equally true that the highest goals of 
civilization cannot be reached till the degree of that 
respect shall be measured by the utility, rather than 
by the antiquity, of special laws. 
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Religions. Delusions. - ions at the close of that period. Where would these | pected that Christ would come again, personally 
THEIR STULTIPYINO AND DESTRUCTIV POWER, ILLUSTRATED millions stay when one sheet of fire encompassed the | and visibly, and set up his kingdom on the earth, 
" iN THE HISTORY OF THE ECONOMITE SOCIETY, LOCATE» | °#!th, dissolving the mountains, and drying up the | with his headquarters at Jerusalem ; that the living 
ON THE RIGHT BANK OF THE OHIO RIVER, AND twenty | 2222S. and the very elements melting with fervent saints, with the resurrected ones, would reign with 
NILUS BELOW PUSTRHURÜEÉ heat? Would they be colonized on the rainless clouds, | him for a thousand years, after which the world 
pein Neate i and sail through space, and be fed miraculously with | would be burnt up, and when cooled off sufficiently 
Tt is internally evident, if we read the second | 28258, as the Israelites were in the wilderness, till | the New Heavens and the New Earth would be es- 
' epistle of Peter, that when it was written the faith of the earth sufficiently cooled to allow them to return | tablished, to remain permanently. Just as Paul and 
. the Christian people in the second coming of Christ and take part- in inaugurating the new heavens and | the early Christians believed, 1800 years ago, that 
had begun to waver. “Scoffers,” as he called them, the new earth? And, as Saint John, the professor | before their death they would witness this event in 
bad arisen, even in the church, who, comparing the of the church science of “eschatology,” assures us | all its grandeur, so George Rapp believed, without a 
facts in the case with the explicit predictions and that in the new earth there will be no sea, the ant ae pa gle doubt, that he would not only seo Jesus with 
assurances of Jesus, said; in a tone of skeptical oration of whose waters, now collected by the mount- | his natural eyes, but would hav the unutterable 
defiance: “Where is the promis of his coming? for ain-tops, givs rain, and rivers, and springs of water, | felicity of marching his faithful followers to Palestine, 
since the fathers fell asleep in death all things con- how will the saints subsist during the interregnum? | and presenting them in person, and detail, to him as 
tinue as they were from the beginning of the cres- When did this period of a thousand years begin? at |a company of witness-bearers who for half a century 
tion.” St. Peter rebukes these men, explaining the the close of the tenth century, as the Crusaders be- | had been waiting for his appearing, with their loins 
- failure of Christ to appear on the principle that “one lieved? or, is it still in the future, as Dr. Cummings, | girt about, and their lamps trimmed and barning, 
day with the Lord is as a thousand years, and a Dr. Seiss, Mr. Miller, and other of our millenarian | ready at the first sound of the archangel’s trump 
thousand years as one day;” and then he repeats the contemporaries believe? If the “little season,” during | to take up the line of march for Jerusalem. 
old assurance, that: = which the devil was to be loosed out of the bottom-| In the year 1832 William Miller, an uneducated 
ee eae AES NS mE less pit, so that he might go forth again to his old| man who had been a captain in the war of 1812, 
e í y ki i. or 2 ed as a thief in the night; in | vocation of deceiving the nations, is to be interpreted | began to travel as a self-authorized lecturer and ex- 
ue x us i E les E d desig on the principle laid down by Saint Peter, that “one | pounder of the church's new science of * Eschatol- 
i i e ema mi Et re i e , 1 e = aiso, | day with the Lord is as a thousand years,” might it | ogy.” His plausible interpretations of prophecy, 
ae Pues A ERA Edid a eat not include at Jeast some centuries of time, during | and his calculation as to the time for the end of the 
persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness which , judging from his PEOYIOUS successes, he might world to come, gathered to his standard many thou- 
looking for, and hastening to, the coming of the day of dag | 10820 much of the empire he had lost during his stay | sands of followers, scattered all over the country, 
Mod ho Mosvens belar on firs ahall” be dissolved- and the | the bottomless pit? These are only samples of | and he constituted them into a church upon the sole 
Semente melt with fervent heat? (Nevertheless se accord. unanswerable questions that could be asked. basis of the expectation of the coming of Christ, giv- 
ing to his promis, look for a new heaven, and ner cati: The world has not ceased to read with amazement | ing it the name of * The Second Advent.” He set 
wherein d velleth righteousness. ? *| the account of that movement, which, under this | the very day for the fulfilment of Christ's promis, 
Bstthesvent beh Pad amed he Okana millenarian delusion, took place in the eleventh cen- | and many of his followers proved their faith by their 
he had the express authority of God for announcin tury, called the Crusades. The Christians of Europe, | works, by dressing themselvs up in their ascension 
AP HOL GL EG rises ba. das alc rosa Bard who were at that time all Catholics, were taught by | robes and waiting for the event. George Rapp, having 
Seat ahaa PN pits An an zn ted f their priests that the thousand years mentioned in | always been a Millenarian, and although unacquaint- 
: Ms " Wido cid: : y don ie s mg e the Revelation of John had actually begun with the|ed personally with Miller, could not but be deeply 
: a "n eld dae e a n» even ED 1 a close of the tenth century, and that Christ might ap- | moved by the discussions on this exciting subject, 
n à Pd M i S rp E aai. y ái e | pear at any day in the clouds of heaven to fulfil his | whieh, at that time, so occupied the attention of the 
~ 7 o lra S VM om ha is © predic- | promis to take his seat and reign upon the throne | religious world ; and he felt his strong faith strength- 
lon ir and ris ^s own Ta a og a a ie n of his ancestor, David, at Jerusalem. But when they | ening day by day. He therefore ordered all the 
aom an 10 he wd another ot the apostles v "Ad saw that Jerusalem, and the sepulcher of Christ, and | earnings of the Society, over and above what was 
t e Mus of Ohrist's Fa acid sppoare ! . all the rest of the holy places in Palestine were in | requisit to carry on business, to be laid carefully 
ib 18 4 rong circums sa te evi t o prove the possession of the Saracens, called Infidel, because | aside, for defraying the necessary expenses of con- 
secon ogee ong? d oe el ee attributed. they believed in Mohammed and the Koran instead | ducting his followers to Jerusalem. Paul, in his 
T John, Pa , un 1 i PIE Mar ^ and Luke, of Christ and the New Testament, they blushed with | epistle to the Hebrews, uses up nearly a whole 
) waose gue 8 bos u hi $ ar of the second | shame and were indignant at the fact. With such e | chapter in setting forth and commanding the fuith 
oming, n ip E ed t 2 ook is p leverage the enthusiastic priests had easy work in | of the O'd Testament saints, mentioning their deeds 
"n í th 2 te on o re e reason, no din: i Sis rousing up. the military spirit of the people and or- | and names in detail But the faith of none of them 
e ne failure of ©. acs M PU ded arie o i 13 | ganizing vast armies to march to the Holy Land and | was more astonishing than that of George Rapp. 
solemn promi; proving at he was entirely mistaken | rescue it from the contaminating presence of the In- | For when, in 1847, he lay dying at Economy, one of 
. 88 8 ed d MUR bach therefore be the | fidels. The delusion continued through the eleventh, | his devoted people who was nursing him in his sick- 
psa od manifest in the flesh, militated against | twelfth, and thirteenth centuries, during which it sub- | ness reports that the last night of his life, when he 
e great purpose of the fourth gospel, which was to | ordinated all other interests to itself. It raised no | felt, but did not believe, that it was death laying 
deify Jesus. l less than eight armies, consuming a hundred and | siege to the citadel of life, Rapp observed to him: 
THE MILLENARIAN, OR CHILIASTIO, DOCTRIN OF THE SECOND | seventy-seven years of actual fighting, and slaugh- | “If I didnot fully believe that the Lord had designed 
. : COMING. A tered five millions -of men, and the consequent dis- | me to place our Society before his presence in the ` 
It n AT in x ine quotations I hav tress of families by death and poverty cannot be cal- | Land of Canaan, I would consider this my last." 
made ELE "Millen B dde , n OL. RC culated. or even imagined. - i His people, who for years wrought themselvs up 
given of the Millenarian idea—that Christ, after his | But, after all this destruction of life and treasure | into the belief that Rapp would never taste death, 
second coming, was to reign with his saints upon the | in these Quixotic expeditions to Palestine, Jesus | with broken hearts and expectations followed him 
earth for a thousand years. This new phase of the | never put in an appearance; and the Turk continued | to his grave “in the orchard,” half, if not entirely, 
doctrin did not occur to the mind of the church till | to hold, and still holds to this day, possession of the | believing that when Christ shall actually come, 
the close of the tenth century, when the pope of | Holy Land! The soldiers who were victimized by | their beloved leader will resurrect, and conduct them 
Rome found it was necessary to do something effec- | this delusion were all honest, and expected to be|to meet their long-expected Lord in the Promised 
tual to restore the power and prestige of the church, | abundantly compensated for their courage and their | Land. But if Christ should come now and wake up 
weakened by causes unnecessary here to mention. A | sufferings, by seeing with their mortal eyes the} his distinguished servant and believer, who, died 
new flood of light suddenly burst upon the twentieth triumphant appearance of the son of man to set up | without the satisfaction of seeing him as he expected, 
chapter of that fnigmatical book in the canon of his kingdom. But the wily priests, who stayed at | unless he waked up all the rest who had died at the 
scripture, called “ The Revelation of John,” where it | home and received the deeds of the Crusaders’ lands, | other two places of settlement, the detachment for 
is said: the preambles to which began with * propinguante | Jerusalem would not attract much attention, except 
mundi termino”—the end of the world being now | for their immense wealth; for,in point and numbers, 
come— were not honest. For, if the coming of Christ | they now amount to less than forty, and all of them 
and the end of the world justified the Crusader in | old and infirm. 
giving up his lands to the church, and his wife and CENE dd MESI 


children to poverty, what use could the church make| Things Profitable and 'l'hings Unprofitable. 
of the property when the world was to be burnt up? E-M. Micponirp. Enron or Tae TRUTH SEEKER 
. . s ? 


he i 

ben. ee eit oct ates in Boe Dear Sir and Brother: Some kind friend has sent 
land, during the reign of Henry VIIL, embraced | 2 COPY of your September 24th iesue. I profoundly 
one-third, if not more, of the whole kingdom! agree with you on the comparativ, nay, frightful, un; 

But, though time and truth had proved the utter profitableness of the churches. The question is how 
unreliableness of the second advent theory in the first best to put them to honest work ? Having studied 
snr m re vet hey dd ot vi di yom amma: 1 het cto oa tu bo 
their mountain-weight of evidence, shake the faith of test, the short road? 2. yon not Woman süfirana 


the church in a millennium, to take place some time Pur h ; : ; 
or other; and at this moment, the church, in all its prohibition, antisecretism, antimonopoly, antiwar, 
à cooperativ labor reform, true, practical reforms? 3. 


denominations, is looking forward to a thousand : : » 

years of untold prosperity, when, with the fulness of dene zs puse x nd f ts d religioun fiance 

the Gentiles. th : e spiritual, political, and financial emancipation o 
© Gentiles, the Jews shall be brought back to their the race, through kindly, free discussion? 4. Is not 


nativ land, and become good Christians. : : ; i i 

If anyone is tired of reading what I hav written mere dogmatic, sectarian discussion following the 
‘under this head, and says it is incoherent and unin- example Sot py the ohnrah nwerly DODCOBSADIR T at 
telligible, I admit it; but let him remember that I| "9, Tapersb want bo win over the ee eee 
am giving the scriptural basis, obscure as it is, of not get right down to organized, earnest, solid, help- 
one of the most terrible delusions that ever dis- | fU} reform work, doing to others in need as we would 
graced the Church—a delusion which is sufficient of hav others do to us? Ium. Gub RAE: 
itself to stamp the whole system of religion as a base Tidany Wits Now tt 1880 

to ——— 


take place. "BS. . fraud practiced by the priesthood upon the ignorance 
What questions now arise in the mind of a sincere | and credulity of mankind. Exrzorzio light people are indignant at the remark of 
Professor Wiesner, of Vienna, that that light damages 


seeker after truth who hates to be bamboozled? Are THE ECONOMITES ALL MILLENARIANS. 
the saints, during the millennial reign, to be celibates?! George Rapp and his followers were Millenarians. | books by discoloring the paper, and is not fit to use 
If so, before the lapse of the first century and a half | They brought these views with them from Germany, | in libraries. They say that sunlight does the same 
of the period, the race of them will become extinct. ,& country which has produced more religious nebu- | thing, and that it is only the are light that discolors 
If they shall propagate, as the prolific saints in Ire- | losity than any other in Europe, and in modern times. | paper, any way. The incandescent light, they claim, 

is perfectly harmless to books. 


: And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the 
key of the bottomless pit, and a great chain in his hand. 
And he laid hold on the dragon, tbat old serpent, which is 
the devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, and 
cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a 
seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, 
till the thousand years should be fulfilled; and after that he 
must be loosed a little season. And I saw thrones, and they 
fat upon them, and judgment was given unto them; and I 
saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of 
Jesus, and for thé word of God, and which had not wor- 
shiped the beast, neither his image, neither had received his 
mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived 
and reigned with Christ a thousand. years, etc. 


From this passage it is apparent, first, that the 
shutting up of the devil in the bottomless pit, and 
the reign of Christ with the saints, was to last defin- 
itivly a thousand years. Hence the names “ millen- 
arians,” and '*ehiliasts," the one being the Latin, 
and the other the Greek term given to and assumed 
by those who entertain this belief; secondly, that 
after the thousand years’ imprisonment of the devil 
is ended, “he must be loosed again for a little season, 
to go out and deceive the nations that are in thé four 
quarters of the earth ;” after which, according to the 
apostle Peter, the conflagration of the entire world, 
including 150,000,000 of square miles of ocean, will 


| 
land do, their numbers would amount to many mill- | Rapp, with all his heart, believed, taught, and ex- 
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The Roll of Honor. 


In response to appeals, I hav received already 
some substantial evidences of earnestness, but they 
are not so numerous that you, my friend, need fear 
that your contribution will not be necessary to carry 

on the campaign this year. So don’t delay. 
` E.M. Davis is a name that has been inseparably 
associated with every noble work in behalf of Liber- 
alism since I hav had any knowledge of the cause, 
and he has not grown weary of well-doing either. 
Could we expect otherwise from a son-in-law of that 
grand and venerable champion of freedom, Lucretia 
Mott? Radicalism runs in the family. Mr. Davis 
writes: 


Paitapetpara, Nov. 11, 1887. 

E. A. Stzvens, Dear Sir: Y hav read your address in the 
issue of Tug Truro SEEKER of November 12:h.. I believe in 
the Nine Demands, and send $9 toward proving it. Credit 
the extra dollar to my subscription to Tug TRUTH SEEKER. 

Publish the Demands more frequently in the paper. Keep 
up your agitation. Systematize it as much as possible, as 
system is much more likely to lead to success. 

Very truly, E. M. Davis. 

Don’t suppose that Hudson, N. Y, is overflowing 
with Liberals, but those whom we know are of the 
right metal. Leonard Geiger attended the Congress, 
paid a Life Membership fee, and pledged in ad- 
dition $50 for the Campaign Fund this year. Mr. 
Geiger means business. From the same place Mr. 
Smith writes with modest brevity : 

Hopson, N. Y., Nov. 14, 1887. 

E. A. Stevens, Dear Sir : Inclose $10 for credit Campaign 
Fund. in response to your circular letter as recently pub- 
lished in the Liberal papers. Truly, J. A SMITE. 

Don’t know Mr. Smith, but I'll wager he's a brick, 
who, so far as orthodoxy is concerned, proposes to 
earry the war into the domain of the Holy Ghost 
and his co-conspirators. Wonder if Brother Geiger 
is doing some missionary work? If so, keep on; 
you're doing well. 

W. A. Girkin, of Bloomington, IlL, is a leading 
business man and a prominent member of the Turn 
Verein. It is claimed that the advantage of the 
fashionable long, narrow pocketbook is, that you can 
keep your money longer in your pocket. Mr. Girkin 
is not in fashion on pocket-books, for I only men- 
tioned the necessity of funds when a five-dollar bill 
was thrust in my hands with such alacrity that it 
both surprised and embarrassed me. May he liv 
long and prosper. 

Whois next? Don't be bashful about the amount. 
Make it reflect your enthusiasm in ratio to your 
.desire for a purely American Secular Democracy, 
where orthodoxy can hav no greater sway than 
individual opinion; where the laws embody Liberal- 
ism and liberty. We havn’t the pretentious induce- 
ments of our opponents—reserved seats near the 
great white throne, which in an eternity will not 
wear out—I mean the seats—but if you hav a manly 
or womanly ambition to rid this country of the 
blighting influence of shams and superstitions, which 
of necessity are breeding hypocrisy, vice, and crime, 
come to the rescue of Freethought and Secular prin- 
ciples.. Help us to publish the facts and arouse the 
people, who are slumbering, on to a realization of 
their danger. The way you can help arrest this 
onward march of orthodox power is to send us the 
means to scatter the seed of an intelligent opposition. 
Will you do it? 

To-day, November 24th, the country is called on 
by the high-priests of this insiduous power at the 
head of the nation and the states to giv thanks that 
they are still permitted to liv, while drouth, disaster, 
and disease hav done their deadly work ; to render 
thanks for the superabundant crop of official and 
unofficial rascality ; to giv praise that the pomp of 
pride and power—the blaze of wealth and popular- 
ity—has blinded the eyes of the people and blunted 
their conceptions of justice. 

Cant is enthroned, and leers across-lots at impov- 
erished honesty. Help us crush this monstrosity. 
To do this you must aid us financially. In days to 
come it may be your proudest distinction. Whether 
or no, it is your duty, and now is the time for action. 
No time to waste. Enroll your name on the Roll of 
Honor, the vanguard of liberty in this fight, and pre- 
pare to knock the God of hosts clean out of the laws 
of our land. E. A. Stevens, Sec'y A. S. U. 


——— — 9 ———————— 
C. B. Reynolds on His Western Tour. 

Brrmawr, Mo, Nov. 13th and 14th.—This is the 
‘county-seat of Harrison county, and, lke most vil- 
lages in Missouri, is quite pretentious in its spread 
over a large extent of territory. Some handsome 
new brick blocks giv evidence that the more liberal 
merchants are wrestling with the inertia that ortho. 
dox mildew has produced. I was glad to see the 
churches are no longer the ornaments of the village, 
but, like their creeds and dogmas, badly dilapidated, 


decayed, worn-out, There can be no more encourag- 
ing evidence of a spirit of enterprise, born of Liberal- 


ism, being effectivly at work than the fact that the. 


Bethany public school-house is the best, largest, and 
most sightly building in the town—a stately, commo- 
dious brick building, with two half-acre lots of green- 
sward—one on each side of the building—for play- 
grounds for the children: The next handsome build- 
ing is the Masonic Hall, and, opposit and next in 
rank, the Odd Fellows’ Hall. The Emmerson House, 
a small brick hotel, under its- present proprietor, is 
rapidly attaining a deserved high reputation as a 
first-class, clean, comfortable resting-place for trav- 
eling men. - 

The Liberals of Bethany had little hope for the 
success of & course of Liberal lectures. The fact is, 
they hav neglected to subscribe for any Liberal 
papers, and consequently were ignorant of the sturdy 
onward march of Freethought. Strange inconsist- 
ency! to claim devotion to a cause and yet neglect 
to aid or sustain it to the extent of less than one cent 
a day; spend for tobacco more than would pay sub- 


| scription to every Liberal paper published in the 


United States. “No, really; I would if I possibly 
could; but, in justice to my family, I really cannot 
afford $3 a year for Tae Trurs SEEKER. I want to 
do all in my power to help on the cause, but really 
I cannot spare the money.” And so saying; they light 
another ten-cent cigar, which, like their professions 
of Liberalism, begins in puff and ends in smoke. 

Brave young W. H. Allen resides eight miles from 
the village of Bethany. but, the loyal son of-a noble 
Liberal sire, he would listen to no croakings, bedis- 
mayed by no discouragements, and by his persist- 
ency he inspired others, and, once awakened from their 
apathetic slumbers, the friends responded nobly to 
his appeals. I found a three-weeks’ Methodist revival 
in full blast. The lectures were only advertised by 
word of mouth and a four or five line notice in local 
papers. The editors might, in consideration of a few 
ducats, brave the wrath of God, but never, no never, 
could they dare brave the dread frown of Mrs. 
Grundy. 

Notice of the lectures in Taz TRUTH Szrxer brought 
many persons from a distance. E M. Giles and wife, 
W. L. Smith, Ben Baker, and Chas. Frenshum came 
from Ridgeway, thirteen miles. Some came fifteen 
miles; a hand-car brought twenty over ten miles. 
We regret that one good doctor, delaying just a little 
too long in bidding farewell, missed the hand.car, 
and had to walk home ten miles on the railroad track. 
The friends coming so great distance on Sunday, 
and returning again on Monday, was a most com- 
plimentary evidence of their appreciation of the 
lectures. , 

On Sunday afternoon the Atheneum Hall was two- 
thirds filled with ladies and gentlemen, notwithstand- 
ing there was a baptism of converts at the river at 
the same hour. In the evening, the hall was filled— 
over two hundred and fifty present, and Monday 
even a larger number crowded in; great interest was 
manifest. I distributed a large number of Liberal 
periodicals and sold about $20 worth of books and 
pamphlets; could hav sold more, but my stock was 
exhausted. ~ 

When, oh when, will that blasphemy-defense speech 
of Colonel Ingersoll be published? Ye gentle, genial 
Farrell, thou who holdest its destiny in thy dilatory 
hands, I beseech thee take compassion on mé and on 
the eager multitude waiting, longing for its distribu- 
tion. At every place I hav visited the demands for 
copies are overwhelming. Iam so weary of repeat- 
ing, “It will be out soon.” `“ Why this long delay?” 
is everywhere the cry. HowcanIanswer? Farrell, 
to the rescue! Issue it at once, and thine shall be 
the honor and the glory now and forever. Amen. 

C. B. REYNOLDS. 


_ Oto 
Why Misrepresent? 


To tHe Error or Tug Terura Srexer, Sir: Re- 
ferring to the Reynolds blasphemy case and my com- 
ments thereon in Liberty, you reiterate a charge 
against me which I hav once denied in your columns 
and which you hav not yet substantiated by citation 
of my words. You now say: “When what the An- 
archists all admit was a legal injustice was perpe- 
trated upon Tse Trurs Srexer’s friend, Liberty 
applanded the judge.” This is not true, and you 
knew it was not true when you wrote it. Your 
words mean, of course, that I applauded the judge 
for committing a legal injustice. I did no such 
thing. I expressly said that in my own opinion the 
judge’s talk was fudge. I did not applaud him, but 
simply blamed you for pouring special. wrath upon 
his head, when his only offense was the performance 
with comparativ decency of the dirty work which 
you, in common with all other supporters of the gov- 
ernment, had set him to do. 
enfore the statute laws and to pass upon their con- 
stitutionality. In enforcing a law upon one of your 
friends he decides it constitutional, subject, of 
course, to the decision of a higher court in case of 
appeal. You cry about it, and abuse the judge. I 
submit that this is unbecoming and indecent on 
your part. The most that you can properly do is to 
point out his mistake, if he has made one, get it cor- 


You appoint a judge to 


rected by a higher court, and elect a new judge in 
his place at the expiration of his term. When he 
has done the work which you hav assigned to him to 
the best of his ability and without showing malice, 
you hav no business to revile him. Taking your own 
report of his words, he showed & disposition to be as 


fair as.the law, as he understood it, would allow him 


to be. I, as an Anarchist who denies his authority, 
hav a right to complain of him for invading Mr. Rey- 
nolds, and I do complain of him. ‘Without quoting 
my words, you tell your readers that I hav applauded 
the judge. I repeat that you knew you: were not 
telling them the truth. Bens. R. TuoKzr, 
—  — 94 9— ——— — 
A Short Story of an Advertisment. 

Persons whose privilege it was to peruse Tun 
Trura Serer of Nov. 19, 1887, may hav noticed, if 
they looked aitentivly, that q small portion of one 
column of reading matter and a very large portion of 
another were obliterated by a dense advertisment. 
It is owing to the intensity of color in that advertis- 
ment that the writer is now alive and in a condition 
to indite these lines. Some slight explanation may 
not be out of place to reduce the swollen bump of 
curiosity raised by the foregoing statement, and also 
to relieve the Truth Seeker Company from the 
suspicion of undue enterprise as advertisers. As I am 
the cause of the trouble, I hav consented to make the 
explanation. 

To be brief, I would say that underneath those 
murky advertisments of the “ The Story Hour” and 
Trae TRUTH SEEKER Annuat for 1888 there are printed 
the observations of a Western cowboy as related to 
the Editor of this paper and recorded by myself. He 
was a man who came intó the office to pass the time 
of day, and in answer to questions put to him told 
some very interesting anecdotes, which I wrote out as 
well as I could remember them. I do not say that 
my record was strictly accurate, but I thought he 
would be pleased to see his story printed, even 
with my additions. The latter, I supposed, would 
especially delight him, because I had never heard 
that the people of the West were at all behind those 
in the East in their admiration for talented and in- 
genious prevarieation. Sustained and soothed by 
this trust, I showed our.cowboy visitor, the next time 
he came in, a printer's proof of his narrativ before the 
edition had been mailed, but after it was printed. 

I watched his countenance as he perused the arti- 
cle, in order to observe such emotions of pleasure as 
it should express, but I failed to detect any. Having 
read the story twice very carefully, he laid the proof 
down with the disquieting remark that if that went 
into print somebody would in all likelihood be shot— 
it depended merely upon the aim of the shooter. 
The shooting, he said, might or might not be re- 
garded as desirable, but it would undoubtedly take 
place shortly after the appearance of Taz TaurH 
SEEKER of that date. He added that the piece was 
wrote grammatical, and that he had read many pro- 
ductions of my pen without feeling any desire to 
slay the author; but he was not in the best of 
spirits that day, and the present article had produced 
a contrary effect. I asked if shooting was a pastime 
common in his vicinage, and he said that going fifty 
miles before breakfast to shoot somebody excited no 
remark in the West, and that the pay for time so 
spent was not deducted from the salary of a cowboy. 
The knocking of a bootheel from the foot of a stranger 
was an ordinary method of introduction. Bootheels 
were regarded«as unnecessary, and shooting them off 
placed the strangers upon an equal footing, so to 
speak.  — : 

ae appeal to a nice set of boxing-gloves which the 
printers keep in the office was not accepted, and so 
the matter was laid before the Editor upstairs. The 
Editor was kind enough to say that he did not wish 
to hav anybody shot on account of matter printed in 
his paper. He would consult with his valued asso- 
ciate, the business manager. "The B. M. coincided 
with the view that bloodshed was always to be 
avoided, when convenient, in conducting a paper. It 
was a question whether the amount of advertising 
thus gained paid for the delay which such things 
caused in getting the paper to press. I suggested 
tearing out the pages containing the offensiv matter; 
the Editor spoke of reprinting the edition, and the 
business manager mentioned putting an advertisment 
in the two columns. 

During the diseussion which followed, the gentle. 
man from the West preserved the greatest serenity, 
and maintained the position of editor-in-chief with 
perfect dignity. He strolled elegantly about the sanc- 
tum, singing softly a portion of a hymn, whose bur- 
den was that beyond the hights he saw a glim where 
mansions were prepared for him, and appeared to 
await the decision of the company with the utmost 
indifference. : 

The business manager's way out of the difficulty 
was adopted. The Western gentleman said he hoped 
no offense had been given, and went lightly upon his 
way. The advertisment was prepared as suggested, 
and in a short time that edition of the paper was 
rattling through the press again with the results 
noted. The readers will never know what they 
‘missed, but when they remember that a joyous young 
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life has been preserved, with all its infinit possibili- 
ties, they will not mourn. I hav never so fully as 
now realized the profound truth of Brother Shak- 
spere's remark that “sweet are the uses of advertis- 
ments" Gro. E. MacnoNazn. 
——— O 
The Pagan Origin of Christianity. 
Christianity is not a revelation, but it is a develop- 
ment, having its roots in the religious soil of early 
pagan ideas. Renan says: “Nearly everything in 
Christianity is mere baggage brought from the pagan 
Mysteries.” Its central idea is that God became 
man in the person of Jesus Christ; but the dogma 
of incarnation is common to all nations, and was 
believed long before: the Christian era. The author 
of “ Bible Myths” mentions forty-eight persons born 
of virgins ; and Kersey Graves has written the stories 
of “Sixteen Crucified Saviors.” In India, 900 5c, 
Chrishna was born of the virgin Devaki, and, 500 ».c, 
Buddha was born of the virgin Maya. In Egypt. 
Horus and-his virgin mother, Isis, were worshiped 
long before the time of Christ ; and their black images 
and piétures were adopted in Romish churches to 
represent Jesus and Mary. Justin Martyr (a.n. 140), 
in his apology to the Emperor Adrian, says: “As to 
his (Jesus Christ) having been born of a virgin, you 
hav your Perseus to balance that.” 2 
-The history of the man-gods is very similar. They 
were usually born on Christmas day, in caves or 
humble places, when the mother was on a journey. 
The heavenly bodies gave signs of their birth ; they 
were visited by wise men, pursued by a king, and 
tempted by the devil. They worked miracles, died 
and rose again, and were to return and reform the 
world. 
Modern Christians hav claimed that these stories 
arose after the time of Jesus and were distortions of 
his true life. But the early Christian Fathers knew 
better, and claimed that Satan had stolen God’s de- 
signs and made spurious issues in advance. Hence 
the saying, “The devil has his Christs.” Modern 
scholarship has demonstrated the priority of many 
of these stories to the story of Jesus. 
The doctrin of the trinity was held by the 
Brahmans, who worshiped Brahma, Vishnu, and 


Siva, and by the Buddhists, who reverenced “the |’ 


three pure, precious, and honorable Fo” (Buddha). 
. The term Logos, or Word, was applied to Apollo; 
and the Holy Ghost is symbolized by the dove of 
Venus. : ] 

The sacrament of bread and wine was observed in 
honor of Osiris, the risen god of ancient Egypt, and 
of Mithra, the Persion savior. The Greeks said that 
Ceres gave flesh to eat and Bacchus blood to drink. 

Baptism was a universal custom. Buddhists dipped 
three times and Brahmans sprinkled. Persians dipped 
to Mithra and marked adults with the sign of the 
cross. Confirmation at the age of fifteen was also 
practiced by the ancient Persians. ; 

The cross is a world-wide symbol of vast antiquity, 
probably originating as a phallic emblem, a symbol 
of the male generativ organs. In the museum of 
London University there is a mummy with a cross on 
its breast. An ancient race in North Italy reverenced 
the cross a thousand years before Christ. The 
sign of the cross that Constantine saw in vision was 
the monogram of Osiris and Jupiter Ammon. I. H. S. 
was the monogram of Bacchus. 

Festivals to saints and martyrs replaced pagan 
festivals. Faustus wrote to St. Augustine: “ Noth 
ing distinguishes you from the pagans, except that 

you hold your assemblies apart from them.” St. 
Gregory, bishop of Neo-Czesarea a.p. 240, was com- 
mended by Gregory of Nyassa for changing the 
pagan festivals into Christian holidays, the better to 
draw the heathen to the religion of Christ. The 
25th of March, observed by Greeks and Romans in 
honor of the mother of the gods, is now Lady Day, 
and the festival of the Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary is held on the day of the festival of the 
blessed virgin Juno. Christmas was the birthday of 
the gods, and was the ancient feast of the sun, that 
then returns after the winter solstice.. Our manner 
of observing it was condemned by Tertullian, a.n. 
200, who said it was “rank idolatry” to deck doors 
with “ garlands or flowers on festival days according 
to the custom of the heathen.” 

The fish is an emblem of deity. Dag is Hebrew 
for fish, and Dagon was a fish god. The fish was 
sacred to Venus, and was eaten on Friday in her 
honor, as it now is devoted to Jesus. 

Good Friday and Easter were observed in honor 
of Adonis, and Easter takes its name from the Saxon 
goddess Ostara, whose festival was observed on that 


day. 

Au the doctrins that are deemed essential to Chris- 
tianity are the outgrowth of earlier beliefs. Atone- 
ment was made not only by animals, but by men 
and gods. The title mediator was applied to Mithra 
in Persia. Regeneration, or being born again, was 
symbolized by a person passing through clefts in 
rocks, as though born out of the earth. The end of 
the world, the day of judgment, and future punish- 
ment were matters of belief in remote times. 

Religion, beginning, perhaps, with Nature worship 


| or sun worship, has gradually evolved its existing 


forms; and the evolution of religion is now as clearly 
established as is the evolution of all other character- 
istics of life and of the universe. The same laws hav 
controled the development of all. There has been 
neither miracle nor revelation, but natural selection 
and the survival of the fittest hav determined the 
form of beliefs as well of natural objects. 

The Essenes, a sect of advanced Pharisees, were 
probably. the immediate originators of both Chris- 
tianity and Mohammedanism. A branch called Ther- 
apeutæ held similar doctrins to those afterward 
adopted by Christians. The Rev. Robert Taylor 
wrote the “ Diegesis" showing the origin of the 
Christian gospels and doctrins from Egyptian and 
other Oriental sources; and, having been imprisoned 
in England for it, he said: * Those who offer truth 
io the Christian community must ever provide for 
their escape from so doing." i 

The author of “ Bible Myths" says at the close of 
his voluminous account of the correspondences be- 
tween Christianity and paganism: * We hav seen. 
then, that the only difference between Christianity 
and paganism is that Brahma, Ormuzd, Osiris, Zeus, 
Jupiter, etc., are called by.another name; Chrishna, 
Buddha, Bacchus, Adonis, Mithras, etc., hav been 
turned into Jesus; Venus’s pigeon into the Holy 
Ghost ; Diana, Isis, Devaki, ete., into the Virgin Mary, 
and the demigods and heroes into saints. The ex- 
ploits of the one are represented as the miracles of 
the other. Pagan festivals became Christian holi- 
days, and pagan temples became Christian churches. 

Every Christian doctrin, rite, and symbol can be 
shown to hav preéxisted in pagan usage. Therefore 
they cannot hav been revealed at the time of Christ. 
Christianity is thus proved to be an evolution out of 
older beliefs, and takes its place in the universal 
brotherhood of religions made my men. Books in 
large numbers may be found that tell these things, 
but the influence of the clergy prevents their being 
read. People should heed the advice of Buddha, 
“Do not believe merely on the authority of your 
teachers and masters, or believe and practice merely 
because they believed and practiced.” 

DN. Rosert C. Anams. 

es 
They Were Not Guilty. 


Having a few moments’ leisure, and with Tu: 
Truru Srexer before me, in which I find that A. D. 
Swan, of Kent, O., registers himself as approving the 
unjust sentence upon the Chicago Anarchists, I am 
moved to say & word upon this subject. I am now 
sixty years of age, and hav been allied with the news- 
paper business for more than forty years, and in all 
that-time I hav never known an instance so impor- 
tant as this, in which human life was involved, wkere 
the people were so ignorant of the facts as in this 
case of the Chicago Anarchists and the Haymarket 
affair. I read hundreds of different newspapers every 
week, and it is very rarely that I can find a paper 
speaking with any degree of accuracy concerning the 
facts in that case. I was a resident of Chicago for 
several years, knew Fielden, Spies, and Parsons very 
well; and although personally familiar with many of 
the facts, I hav taken pains to accurately inform my- 
self, especially on points involving a question or a 
doubt. I was a witness on the trial against these 
unfortunate men, made so because I had met them in 
debate opposing their methods and their doctrins. I 
know, from evidence accessible to all, that not one of 
these condemned men had any knowledge, or even the 
remotest suspicion, that a bomb was to be thrown at 
the Haymarket. 'Those of them who are dead died 
in utter ignorance of the man who threw the bomb, 
and devoutly believing that it was thrown at the in- 
stance of the capitalists in order to produce precisely 
the effect which followed. While I do not share in 
this belief, yet there is no proof existing rendering 
such a hypothesis impossible. The real crime of 
these men was sedition, nothing more nor nothing 
less. They were guilty of nothing more on the night 
of the Haymarket affair than they had been guilty of 
all along for two years or more. 

If these men were guilty of a conspiracy to throw a 
bomb at the Haymarket, I find no evidence existing 
of the fact. 
met as prisoners before the bar of the court. Fielden 
had never seen a particle of dynamite until he saw it 
in court. If there was any conspiracy, it was the 
same kind of a conspiracy which exists in all organ- 
izations. Their meetings were open to the world, 
and this Haymarket meeting was the first in their 
history visited by the police. Not a riotous act had 
disturbed the meeting until the arrival of the po ice. 
It was in every sense of the word a peaceable meet- 
ling, and the truth impels me to say that the police 
were the aggressors. Iam a rigid advocate of the 
rights of free speech, as all Liberals should be, and 
I am always willing to hear words or ideas honestly 
spoken, even if it should be heresy. I hav always 
revered the sentiment spoken by Thomas Jefferson : 
“Error of opinion may be tolerated where reason is 
left free to combat it." I regard even the arrest of 
Herr Most as cowardly and uncalled for. All I ask 
of Herr Most is an even chance to combat his error. 


Some of these men never met until they |. 


If he violates a law, then I would hav him pay the 
full penalty of violated law. I am no Anarchist ; hence 
I denounce all violations of law, and am willing to 
assist in the rigid execution of the laws. When the 
prejudice and hate engendered by the Haymarket 
affair shall hav passed away, and the cooler and 
calmer judgment shall pass upon that tragedy and 
its attendant results, there will arise in' this country 
& feeling of regret at the injustice done these men. 


Iremember well the frenzy of the people which de- 


manded the hanging of Mrs. Surratt for conspiracy 
to murder Mr. Lincoln, but her innocence of that 
erime is now almost universaly conceded, and was 
&dmitted by condoning the crime on the son who 
was guilty. : 

The commutation to imprisonment of Fielden and 
Schwab raises new and very important questions in 
this sad affair. According to the testimony, these 
two men were the most guilty of all. There were 
seven policemen testified that they saw Fielden with 
8 pistol shooting at them. With great particularity 
they stated just where he stood and how he held 
his pistol and how many times he fired. But no two 
stories were alike, and they contradicted each other. 
Then it was testified that when the police arrived 
Fielden said: * Here come the bloodhounds ; you do 
your duty and I will do mine." One witness testi- 
fied that he overheard Schwab and Spies discuss the 
matter of throwing a bomb, and that Schwab gave 
the bomb to Spies to throw. Now, if this testi- 
mony is true, then both Fielden aud Schwab were 
guiltier men than any of the others. But Fielden 
swears that he never owned a pistol, never carried 
one, and had none on that occasion; that he never 
used such language as was attributed to him, or any- 
thing like it, and Judge Gary writes a letter indors- 
ing Fielden's honesty. If Fielden is honest, then 
those seven policemen who tried to swear away his - 
life are guiltier than any of the Anarchists who were 
condemned, and should be punished accordingly, but 
they are each and all serving on the police in Chicago 
to-day. As to Schwab, every word of the testimony 
against him was false, and hence he was convicted, 
only upon false testimony, and it was because of this 
belief that Grinnell wrote a letter to the governor 
in his behalf. Fielden and Spies were the only men 
of the eight who were at the Haymarket when the 
bomb was thrown. It is a general belief, and has been 
so stated a thousand timer in the newspapers, that 
all of these convicted men were engaged in a 
conspiracy to throw a bomb at the Haymarket, and 
that they were so boisterous and riotous that the 
police were obliged to interfere, when there is not 
one word of truth in the statement. 

These men had no more determined opponent in 
Chicago than myself. Whenever they invited free 
discussion, and I had opportunity, I measured 
strength with them, and often I had the sympathy 
and support of the crowd with me, and against them. 
But while their language was seditious, and -their 
proposed methods decidedly. objectionable, I never 
saw a disturbance at any of their meetings, or any 
occasion for the presence of a policeman. The 
crowds which usually attended their meetings were 
not Anarchists. I doubt whether there could hav 
been found at any time in Chicago two hundred 
avowed Anarchists. Many followed them as children 
follow & band wagon, and because they were the 
friends of the laboring man. They were not bad or 
bloodthirsty men. As neighbors or friends they 
were good and kind. Lingg was a stranger in 
Chicago, as he was to all of the other seven men. 
Dynamite was his hobby. He was a carpenter, and 
belonged to the carpenters’ union, and this union 
raised money to buy the ingredients so that he could 
experiment with the deadly stuff. There was no 
evidence that the bomb thrown at the Haymarket 
was of his make, except that some of the material 
was similar. For my own part, I do not believe that 
the bomb thrown at the Haymarket was one of 
Lingg's make. The preponderance of evidence is to 
the contrary, as the one which did the mischief was 
scientifically made, and scarcely an atom of it was 
ever found. Lingg’s bomb could never hav accom- 
plished what the Haymarket bomb accomplished. 

Duluth, Nov. 22, 1887. J. K. Macr. 

—— — —92-9— — —— 
Lord's Prayer Revised, 

Lord, we thank thee for all the good things thou hast 
sent us; and as we are commanded to “be thankful 
for all things,” to “believe and hope and trust in all 
things,” we thank thee for the evil thou sendest upon 
us as well as the good. We believe and hope and 
trust in thee. in the devil, and in “all things”—good, 
bad, and indifferent. . 

-Forgiv us, Lord, for all the sins we hav committed 
against thee; and we fervently implore thee to forgiv 
us for our virtues and “all things” that thou hast 
seen amiss or aright in al] our doings and undoings, 
in all that we hav committed or omitted, thought of, 
and forgotten; and, Lord, wilt thou forgiv us for 
being born into this wicked world, for daring to look 
up to and acknowledge thee in our low estate? And 
last, but not least, Lord, forgiv us for asking to be 
forgiven. Backwoops Ben. ` 
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he was the gratest runner that ever lived, were not 
tauld that he wasn’t ; and so I infer from that that 
Samson was the gratest r.nner.that ever lived. But 
noo we come toa mair sair pint still. Having caught 
the three hün'erd foxes, how was it that he tied their 
tails thegither, for ye maun ken that it wad be a 
vera difficult matter for a mon to tie twa foxes’ tails 
thegither, let alone three hun'rd foxes. But ha’ 
patience wi’ me, brethren, and I'll make that plain to 
ye. Noo, there ha’ been mun who ha’ na staid on thar 
farms and dairies like yersel’s, who ha’ na been to the 
univarsities like mysel’, but ha’ been away an’ traveled 
f foreign countries, i’ Palestine and the Holy Land. 
An’ these travelers tell us that thar foxes there are 
nae like the foxes here, that they are a vera different 
creetyer ; that their tails are vera much longer than 
they are here ; that, in fact, thae foxes there hae tails 
fo-r-t-y feet long !” 

(A prolonged whistle.) 

* Wait a’meenit, brethren. Some writers tell us 
that thae foxes ha’ tails forty feet long, but ither 
writers inform us that this is & grat exaggeration. 
That thae foxes’ tails are nae mair than t-w-e-n-t-y. 
feet long !” . 

(Another whistle.) ‘ 

“ Wait, brethren! While some writers hae tauld 
us that thae foxes’ tails are forty feet long, and ither 
writers hae tauld us that thae foxes’ tails are twenty 
feet long, I mysel’ hae studied the matter, and I hae 
come to the conclusion that this is a vera grat exag- 
geration. j 
than t-e-n feet long !" 

(Another prolonged whistle.) : 

“Sandy McDonald, I'll nae tak’ anither inch off 
thae foxes'tails if ye whustle till ye whustle off the 
ee T the kirk! Wad ye hae the foxes wi' nae tails 
a a’ 2” 

Well, if the people will only keep on whistling, 
they will get the preachers down to within five or ten 
feet of the truth. 

Secularism owes this duty to itself, that it educate 


Communications. 


Secular Education. 


There are four instruments which, wielded by 
dominant minds, bend and mold the sentiments of 
the masses to meet the form and spirit of the times: 
The force of early influence, the school, the platform, 
and the press. 

These are the four grand educators, and educa- 
tion is the strong right arm of progress, that arm 
which bares its mighty muscles and strikes upon the 
hewn rock of time the chisel-blows which carve the 
tablets of an advancing era, there to remain until the 
surges of the incoming ages shallhav swept them 
away, leaving a smooth face whereon shall be in- 
scribed the newer thought, the better hope, the fuller 
life of the millennium. 

To underestimate the power of anyone of these four 
is to commit oneself to an error in judgment which 
betrays a lack of generalship, since a good general 
will never underrate the strength of either his own or 
his. enemy’s forces; and whether influence, school, 

` press, and platform are ranged on the side of your 
battalions or against them, they exert a power which 
it will not do to overlook if you desire to win the 
conflict. f 

To the public school system the nation looks, and 
in a measure has a right to look, for the formation of 
the character of its youth. I say it hasa right to 
look in a measure. But there is an education which 
begins before that, an education which is rooted 
deeper, wbich reaches farther, which endures longer 
than that, and might be called the education of early 
circumstances ; the education of parental influence; 
the education which makes the child of Catholic 
parents get down upon its knees while yet scarcely 
able to lisp its mother’s name, and make the sign of 
the cross. while that mother repeats: In nomine 

parus et JUN et hien sanctus ; the education 
which makes the child of Calvinistic parents afraid to | its children in the bottom facts of tru 
be happy on Sunday for fear of offending an all-loving | leave them exposed to the deceitful Riera of 
à TR the a bees should make the child of | well-masked falsehood. 
` Secular parents understand that it is better to study Oh, it is a power, this early influence! An i 
how to liv rather than how to die; that it is better to | lies the sabe strength of the church ; pora 
hav a religion of deeds rather than a religion of|the hidden source of might to that magnificent 
s i that it is better to work for humanity than organization—the finest which this world has ever 
E ] . seen—that teacher o. E 
, Secularism owes this duty to itself—that it instruct | trins of icuorános ue EK Md DEAD dor 
its children in their earliest, infancy to think—think | Therein lies the power which. enables it to stretch 
for themselvs. One of our Secular papers has for its | out a long arm under the Atlantic ocean, to reach a 
odo ‘The agitation of thought is the beginning of | hand beneath the people of the United States, to 
id om. bie the people begin to understand | press its fingers down upon our political parties and 
at; once they begin to appreciate the fact tbat|its thumb upon our political liberties, and when the 
aroused thought creates questions, that questions opportune moment comes, will enable it to dr 
provoke answers, and that unsatisfactory answers | them all back, back under the iron heel of the Itali. 
bead a denial nier reason; once they get waked despot i zi 
up to the propriety of asking the clergy questions, | Do you think them unable to do it, simpl 
Tos, wil gap the ai eene gontlomen, coming |a fon Trsebinkers oppose a fele tomonstranee? 
ts. they'll ge ou might as well hope to keep out the storm tid 
down at about the rate the old Scottish minister did | of the ocean wi j^ 7 Tt is 
) out the : | ith a few poor, rotten > 
Min E pete Bot eae e eru going to take the barrier of welladuested nuda ‘6 
. a1 i , alter the | stem that torrent; and education, to be most effectiv, 
manner of ministers in general and particular, was | must begin in childh d. E fos] TENA, 
very fond of hearing himself praised, said one d iori Ther geh uL e ACRI 
the sexton, whom i met in the vestibule altor Aa pd E ue P eE e petion ate herdect 
Mea ae Sandy, an’ how did ye like the sermon| Do not deceive yourselvs. If you do not educate 
“Avoch, meenister, e vars auld? ae ar the church will do it for you, and with 
is tickled the old gentleman immensely, and he| Think you when their numbe 
bess to hear it again, so pretty soon he recom- enough, that they will hesitate: re zoll. their pu" 
need, 2, i " Juggernaut over the writhing form of mental lib- 
ed coast T diis tame, IR vare |23 Tu you tiat theg wl pase ont of pe 
1 , o your sentiments; do you su i 
ME nor Fun I on append folk asleep." | of rating your feelings? OR ne. p us ait poll 
“Aye Rire AS as ns ie : irk?” that way!” Think you that this vast array of falsely 
EA "ie bers Men 5 sometimes ye are a | instructed minds, fortified with the barrier, * Thou 
“ Exagger—what P ation an ——- ars not Frey grounded upon ignorance just as 
i y : . uu rmly as the adamantine rock is grounded upon i 
eee i Mna mean tae pit it ower | base—think you that it will lesse to work dut ite 
the truth a à „sen that—weel, ye sometimes stretch | nefarious schemes on account of any 80 poor a bar- 
: ut i Secularists hav thus far int d? Ah! 
* What, Sandy? Me stretch the tru i von fa i rE ae UE ; 
eonister! Sandy, ri tell ye. Yo an xu jou ies to comprehend the power of your enemy's 
in the kirk afornent the pulpit. Weel, the next time} There are 225 000,000 Catholics in the 
me è orl 
PEE me exaggeratin wull ye look up and | the United States has its full provertion of pen 
“I wall.” n E E the powa of that army of dupes in 
o e hands of pope and cardinal? Do you realize th 
SE Ped Ssa Wer c uid Vorbis uer pns nd ike rais And are dally and Mie 
à : , making proselytes? Do you realize that t 
vea De pues er about Samson catching | constantly working in the ditehes and sewers "d ui 
and had he bat A a tying their tails together ; | derground cities of thought? Do you realize that 
ail figli" Bae att Io agus he would hav been | the stratum of our liberties has a sub-stratum and 
porize ; and closinedh Hits not forbear to extem- | that. that sub-stratum is being honeycombed ' tun- 
Doni Ton S i ig Bible he leaned forward | neled through and through by these never-ceasin 
MEM m ES a doe ar re Noo, brethren, this never-tiring forces of what Mr. Putuam so ote 
caught tho three hun n fc ow Samson could ha’ | styles * organized ignorance?” Do you realize that 
then, tied their tails thecithen” and having caught | the sentiment of this overwhelming mass, only wait- 
tee pied CUP egi er. For ye ken that, in | ing to elect a majority in senate and house to estab- 
bonu to eich one feb jt alone tos nk fene [n this gorernment upon a Chistin basie, with that 
dM e 1 . -handed outlaw God u z 
ee rs ` gie ss m attention for a few | stitution, with the Ono d a 
tauld in th e that a perfectly plain to ye. We're | hind the throne—do you realize that this vast senti- 
d e scriptures that Samson was the strongest | ment, held in check by the one article of the Consti- 
mon that ever lived ; noo, while we're «ot tauld that | tution which guarantees that there shall be no union 
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of church and state, is tbe sword of Damocles sus- 
pended by a hair? 

Ah! we hav need of secular education; we hay 
need of a Secular Union; we hav need to throw our- 
selvs in the breach; we are standing with our hand 
on the throttle of the avalanche. And what is true of 
the Catholic church is true of the Protestant in a less 
degree. It isn't because they lack the will; it's be- ` 
cause they lack the power of organization. Nor doeg 
its activity end witb the matter of influence. It has 
wedged itself into our publie schools; it has been 
wrought into the scientific brains of their faculties 
(yes, and very poor faculties some of them hav, too), 
until our schools hav become, not institutions de- 
voted to purely secular teaching, but actually Chris- 
tian places of worship. Yes, indeed, Christian places 
of worship; where the Protestant God, and the 
Protestant Jesus, and the Protestant Bible are set 
up as little idols for Jew, Catholic, and Infidel alike 
to fall down and worship. The approved text-books 
of the common ‘schools are in general such as are 
fraught with reverential nonsense concerning the 
bounty and goodness of a supreme ‘being in fitting 
up the beautiful home for man's abode; when every- 
body possessed with common sense knows that unless 
he has a lot of rich relations, God won't help hima 
bit about getting a home. And some of the more 
advanced works on zoólogy, chemistry, and geology 
hav spent much valuable space and printers' ink in 
the silly endeavor to reconcile Darwin, rock litera- 
ture, and Common sense with that snake-apple yarn. 
It's high time all this foolishness was abandoned. If 
scientists will continue to make books pandering to 
the follies of Christian prejudice, it is the duty of 
Secularists to demand and to earnestly support that 
demand that religious sentiment be kept entirely“out 
of educational works. It is enough that our schools 
should teach concerning the here and the now ; it is 
enough that they should deal with known quantities 
and assured facts. There are quite enough of them 
to keep any ordinary mind well employed for some 
time, without speculating concerning the pin-feathers 
of an angel’s wing. It has more to do with the spe- 
cific gravity of a comet’s tail. It is out of the prov- 
ince of a public schoo] system to decide whether the 
pavements of the New Jerusalem are 18k. fine or 
weighed by the table of 24 grs. make 1 pwt., 20 pwt. 
1 oz,., 12 oz. 1 lb. 

It is an inconsistency to declare ourselvs a nation 
of freemen so long as the precepts of truth are in- 
cumbered by religious falsehood, and the whole in- 
corporated into the mental food which is ladled out 
to our youth by teachers who believe because their 
salary depends upon the precarious foothold of pop- 
ular favor... And we, as Secularists, are inconsistent 
when a religious system is taught in our public 
schools in arty form, and yet we raise no voice oí pro- 
test. If the faithful want their children instructed 
in the ** mysteries of religion" let them go. to those 
who: make that their business; but it were better for: 
them to beware how they endeavor to foist this ¿sm 
or that upon an institution whith must and shall 
be committed to purely secular teaching. 

It is much to be regretted that so-called Liberals 
and Freethinkers do. not seem to appreciate the 
necessity of colleges which shall be established upon 
an entirely secular basis, to the exclusion of all 
chimerical and-—ves, parasitical theology. There are 
certain moneyed Freethinkers in these United States 
who hav given more or less to the support of vari- 
ous churches which might much better hav been 
used to found a college of this kind. But no; these 
gentlemen prefer to see their names in print as the 
“generous Mr. So-and-so,” patron of the Methodist 
God, or the Presbyterian God, or the Congregationalist 
God, or some other poor little god who needs patron- 
izing, rather than as founders of secular colleges. 
Too much laxity in this matter has led to serious 
backsliding. (I know that is a Methodist term, but, 
however, it applies.) We bav not only failed to ad- 
vance, but hav actually lost ground. Girard College, 
once the stronghold of secular training, bas become 
a religious institution—a soft snap for priests; and 
though the design of its founder is thwarted, and - 
the original bequest forfeited thereby, yet those who 
pretend to venerate that great and noble man stand 
idly by, witnessing the defeat of his life object, 
watching this rank and sickly growth of superstition 
springing green over the ashes of Truth’s fallen em- 
pire. Where are your Secular principles? Where is 
your enthusiasm for the liberation of mankind from 
mental slavery, that you do not at least reclaim the 
gift of Stephen Girard? I know of one but one col- 
lege in this supposed realm of thought-liberty which 
is wholly free from superstitious fetters—that is at 
Liberal, Mo. . 

Ah! if only our Liberal friends were but half as 
anxious to propagate truth as our orthodox oppo- 
nents are to promulgate falsehood. If only they were 
half as willing to work with mind and heart and 
pocketbook for the elevation of humanity as to listen 
to pretty speeches about it. When I see the money 
that is spent in dotting our cities, towns, villages, 
and farm lands with church spires, and church col- 
leges, and church institutions of all kinds, even to 
ehurch gambling houses, and then compare the 
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spectacle with the few, the very, very few, Free- 
thought institutions, I am forced to believe that a 
little hell-fire doctrin is a pretty good thing to burn 
holes through pockets. Why, you people who talk 
go much about elevating humanity are not half as 
anxious to do something practical in the line as 
your opponents are about sending us to hell. What 
is the reason we can’t hav secular colleges ? 

` he churches hav theirs, and they've a great big 
stumbling-block to get over, too, which isn’t in our 
way, because there’s nothing about Secularism to pro- 
voke theological disputes, simply because there is 
no theology to dispute about; while a Baptist must 
draw back from a Presbyterian institution with a 
shake of his head at the idea of foreordination, and 
a Presbyterian will look at a Baptist college with a 
- contemptuous, “Take no stock in you, it’s too well 
watered.” But pray, what is there to keep anyone 
out of an exclusivly Secular institution? I fear again 
that the power of such education is not fully appre- 
ciated, and remember it is in the hands of the church 
to use for the advancement of their objects. And 
they use it. Here again comes in the power of Rome. 
They hav sprinkled our country with monastic and 
conventual institutions which exert a secret, deadly 
influence which makes itself felt to an extent you are 

` little aware of. I know of what I speak. I spent 
four years in & convent, and I hav seen the watch- 


works of their machinations. ‘I hav seen bright in- 


tellects, intellects which might hav been brilliant stars 
in the galaxies of genius, loaded down with chains, 
made abject, prostrate nonentities. I hav seen frank, 
generous dispositions made morose, sullen, and de- 
ceitful; and I hav seen rose-leaf cheeks turn to a 
sickly pallor, and glad eyes lose their brightness, and 
elastic youth lose its vitality and go down to an early 
grave, murdered—murdered by the church. Can you 
hesitate to work for secular schools when you recog- 
nize the power of this instrument in the hands of the 
enemy. 

. Once the minds of the people hav been educated 
in the principles of truth by & thorough system of 
early training, they will be enabled to judge better of 
. those matters of interest which are brought before the 

people by the two other great instruments—platform 
‘and press. These work together, and surely the 

power of eloquence, that subtle, transcendent power, 


which appeals to both mind and heart, which locks: 


sentiment and reason in each other’s arms, should use 
its every fiber, its every nerve, its every sinew, to 
draw the rapt and listening soul toward the gate of 
liberty. And the free press! Ah! that is the grand- 
est of them all! That is the power which penetrates 
the darkest hovels, the deepest dungeons, the lowest 
` cesspool of humanity. That is the sublime educator 


of the masses; that is the hand which is stretched: 


out to each and every one. 


That is the guerdon of 
our liberties. 


And inasmuch as it is the noblest and highest. in- 


strument when rightly used, so when perverted and 
turned from its course does ij become the most bane- 
ful. A few months since an influential, wide-awake 
Michigan newspaper made the statement that re- 
ligion was even more essential than education to the 
welfare of the state, and if not otherwise provided it 
would be a necessity for the state to furnish it. 
That paper bad a very poor opinion of itself as an 
educator ; it had a very poor opinion of the press of 
this country. Unfortunately there seemed to be a 
little policy i the matter, as the said paper has a 


large Christian support; but I'm thinking if ihe 


worthy editor who wrote the article were asked 
which the world could do without best, religion or 
the Detroit Evening News, he would hav recon- 
sidered his decision. 
He would hav said as I say, “That is false!" The 
press and the platform are the voz populi, the call of 
humanity ; the cry for liberty ; the cry which goes up 
from al the weary, struggling, surging sea of life ; 
the ery which catches the ear when we wake and 
-listen and hear the mourning of the desolate homes, 
laid waste by that rich, grinding, hated, accursed 
monopoly, the church. VoLTAIRINE DE CLEYRE. 
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A Letter with Two Postseripts. 


Drar Trura Szrkzn: I hav been living over, the 


last week, the days immediately following the execu- 


tion of John Brown. That execution occurred some- 
thing more than a quarter of a century ago; there 
were then only a few, very few; people that would or 
could see aught in that execution but a just ending 
of an old, misguided man’s life. He had risen in re- 
bellion against what an American, who had no other 
blood save white in his veins, was proud to declare 
the best government on the globe; nothwithstanding 
tbere were under that government, protected by that 
government, men who held in strict bondage over 
five million slaves. Can anyone compute the num 
ber of lives lost, given to atone for the wrong that 
that * misguided” old man had been trying for many, 
many years to persuade the government to abolish 
without the shedding of blood, till at last—“ fool- 
ishly" if you please, “ wickedly” if you like the term 
-better—he almost alone opened the war, which did 
not end till chattel slavery was abolished? 


Herald published woodcuts of nude figures from 


There has been for a number of years a growing 
discontent among the laboring population of this 
country. They are dissatisfied; they see poverty 
and distress before them ; they hav tried to find out 
a cure ; they hav formed societies, named themselvs 
Internationals, Communists, Socialists, Anarchists, 
all having this one end in view, viz., “To abolish 
poverty.” They hav among them scholars, scientists, 
professional men of all degrees and of all persua- 
sions, even divines. Some of these men hav said 
“foolish” things, some of them, if you please, “ wicked" 
things, and some of them words which are worthy to 
be recorded as “holy scripture.” 

Our government has taken the lives of several of 
them, and others are behind prison bars. The people 
who by their votes think they make the government 
(never was a greater mistake) say they were criminals 
worthy of death, and their deaths were required to 
keep in subjection the discontented wage-workers. 

I cannot hope to liv another quarter of a century, 
but some one at that time will remember this dread- 
ful November, and will write. “Alas! that political 
schemes for the obtaining of illegal power, the sup- 
pression of free speech, and the sanction of wicked 
monoplies, were not suppressed twenty-five years 
ago, and all this bloodshed avoided." . 

Lucy N. Corman. . 

P.S.—I ought to. congratulate Mrs. Slenker that 
by some means she is cleared. *What a farce the 
whole thing, only the avxiety and suffering that hav 
been its inevitable attendant. As women are not 
allowed the ballot, when they demand * free speech" 
upon a subject which is to them life and death, our 
government does not know exactly whatto giv them 
to'pacify them, but the church is ready with its vice 
societies, and its help is usually a success. L. N.C. 

P.P.S.—If the printing of this will lose you a sub- 
Scriber, I shall be very sorry, even though it should 
be not an excellent person morally. 


— ore 


The Law and the Judge Condemned. 


Now that the public are fully and thoroughly 
aroused to a realization of what a nuisance Comstock 
is, and the conviction has become universal that he is 
as rank a fraud as any of the hypocrits who hav been 
backing him up all these years, a few common-sense 
observations may not be untimely, and may perhaps 
be appreciated by that meek public that has so long 
endured his mendacity, deceit, and outrage. These 
observations will be sufficiently pointed if limited to 
the range of facts at present immediately before the 

ublic. 
j The arrest of a prominent art dealer has just been 
made with a great flourish of trumpets, and a positiv 
assurance comes from the irresponsible star chamber 
committee in which the arrest was secretly planned, 
and whose agent is this wretched Comstock, that 
there can be no mistake about it, inasmuch as * some 
of the pictures for the sale of which the dealer wus 
arrested hav been legally adjudicated to be ‘indecent’ 
and 'obscene," and the wiseacres of the general 
term are quoted as saying, * ordinarily they would be 
so pronounced,” etc. 
vs. Muller, 32 Hun, 209, affirmed in 96 N. Y., 408, is 
the case relied upon for justification of the present 
outrage. It was tried in December, 1883, and on the 
trial Comstock’s attention was called to the fact that 
the very same pictures then and there complained of 
as “obscene” were published by Goupil, of Paris, 
whose agent in New York was and still is Mr. 
Knoedler, the recently arrested art dealer (see case 
on appeal to Court of Appeals, folio 101). Comstock 
knew in December, 1882, that Mr. Knoedler was 
selling these pictures, and he has known it every day 
since, up to the time of the present outrage, nearly 
four years. If there was.any real ground for the 
arrest and conviction of Mr. Muller, why was not 
Mr. Knoedler arrested immediately after Mr. Muller's 
conviction? The fact is that there was no more 
ground for the conviction of Mr. Muller than there is 
to-day for the arrest of Mr. Knoedler. - It can hardly 
hav escaped the attention of this very sharp detectiv, 
Comstock, that on May 1, 1884, the New York 


the Paris Salon. These pictures were from the same 
source, but not of as high artistic merit, as those for 
selling which Mr. Muller was convicted and Mr. 
Knoedler is arrested. Why was not the New York 
Herald prosecuted in its regular turn? Mr. Kuoed- 
ler's arrest was made just at this time in order that a 
little gratuitous advertising might be gotten to swell 
the collections &t the forthcoming annual meeting of 
Comstock's society. There could hav been no other 
possible object or motiv for the attack upon Mr. 
Knoedler than to use ib as a pretense of activ virtue 
by means of which to get money out of the credulous 
and gullible. The effrontery of the attack upon Mr. 
Knoedler is more glaringly shown by contrasting the 
charge against him with the pretense made by his 
accusers in a previous case. 

In Mr. Knoedler’s case the absence of color, and of 
the delicate réfinements of light and shade, forms the 


‘ground of complaint, but in the case of Mr. Conroy 


the reverse was the claim, Comstock then taking 
the ground that coloring and the light and shade 


Now, the case of the People 


hightened the lascivious effects of the picture. 


Nof86ing can be more contrary.to the natural fact, 


nothing can be more silly and frivolous, than the idea 
that a viciousness lurksin a photographic reproduction 
that does not inhere in the original painting. If this 
crazy notion is established, we throw away all the 
benefits photography has contributed to our civiliza- 
tion, and limit the enjoyment of art to the few very 
rich. The photograph now brings the world’s art 
treasures, in some form or other, within the reach of 
everyone. Shall we . banish the photograph, and 
thus deprive the poor of a very valuable means of 
education and refinement? Perhaps this is the 
Comstockian purpose. Comstock is hand and glove 
with those who hav always shut up education away 
from the people, as far as they were able. His sup- 
port is entirely derived from that class who, for the 
glory of their despicable Joss, shut up the museums 
and art-galleries on that day when above all other 
days in the week the poor might derive benefit from 
them if they were open. His supporters join with 
him in the piteous whine about the effect of nude 
pictures upon the morals of children. This ir simple 
nonsense, but the full and complete answer to it, if it 
is worthy of an answer, is that if the children of such 
people are not fit to grapple with the natural facts of 
life, then such people had better stop begetting such 
children. 

I hav no great sympathy for Mr. Knoedler, for he 
stood by with complacency and saw the outrage upon 
his rival in trade, Mr. Bonaventure, whose clerk, 
Muller, was convicted, and having so far acquiesced. 
in that outrage as to remain a silent witness of it, 
without protest, he deserves all the annoyance that 
he may be subjected to. But the public hav an 
interest in this business, and it is about time for the 
public to demand that Comstock’s pranks shall come 
to an end. i 

By far the most serious aspect of the matter is the 
conduct of the courts which fully justifies what Henry 
George says in the Standard, November 19th in- 
stant: “ The fact that the idea of law and the idea of : 
justice are already in the minds of thousands so far 
divorced that those whom the courts condemn. . . 
are by considerable bodies of our people thought of 
as martyrs is ominous.” Judge Brady, who tried the 
Muller case, seems to hav had no conception of the 
requirements and responsibilities of the noble office 
he has so degraded, nor of his obligations to protect 
the defendant Muller to the uttermost. His incom- 
petency is clearly shown by the fact that he recom- 
mends an art censorship. (See New York ZZeraid, 
November 13, 1887.) If he were fit for the place he 
occupies he would know that the American people will 
not tolerate a censorship of any kind. Let us look a 
little into the Muller case and we shall readily see how 
contemptible it is as precedent or authority. The 
defendant, charged with selling obscene pictures, was 
on the trial precluded from exhibiting other pictures 
of a different class for comparison. He was precluded 
form showing other pictures of the same class for ex- 
planation. He was precluded from showing the fact 
of the publie exhibition of the same and simi'ar pict- 
ures with general public approval. He was precluded 
from showing that there was a dividing line between 
what was generally considered among artists to be 
pure taste and what was considered to be bad taste. 
He was precluded from producing experts in art to 
show what was good taste, and to show that good taste 
sanctioned the pictures he bad sold. All this in the 
face of the fact that the pictures were brought into 
court under the condemnation of a pretended expert. 

The trial was grossly unfair in every particular. 
It presented this dilemma: If there was any such 
thing as a standard of taste, by the application of 
which, as a test, it might be positivly determined 
whether these pictures were obscene or not, then 
the judge was certainly wrong in prohibiting the de- 
fendant from producing such evidence as would 
instruct the jury just what that standard was and 
define the limits of its application. If there was no 
standard, then the judge did a wrong of the most 
atrocious kind in submitting to the jury a mere ques- 
tion of personal taste or preference. In either way 
of looking at it, the Muller case is worse than worth- 
less as authority. It is misleading. It is one of a 
class of cases that makes the whole body of the law 
contemptible. : It shows the inapplicability of law to 
such matters. Another jury, more highly cultivated, 
might hav acquitted Mulier, but no fair judgo should 
ever hav allowed such a case to go to a jury. When, 
therefore, Judge Brady took $50 as a fine from Mr. 
Muller, he took it, not by any Jaw which would justify 
the taking, but he took it lawlessly and as a high- 
wayman takes. It was a clear case of “stand and 
deliver.” 

The press, having now thoroughly taken hold of 
this matter, ought to stick to it with bulldog tenac- 
ity until it has succeeded in extracting the sting 
from the Society for the Suppression of Vice, as was 
done by the New York Z'imes in February, 1880, in 
the case of a society organized for similar dishonest 
purposes. |. E. W. CHAMBERLAIN. 
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Parson Brown. 

Among the “Letters from Friends” we print this 
week one from a Methodist preacher of St. Joseph, 
Mo., who has taken Tue Truru Szexer for a few 
months just to see what the Infidels of the country 
are up to. He now discontinues it from lack of 
funds, a not very common complaint among the 
priests, except in backwoods districts. 

We certainly can applaud Mr. Brown’s motiv in 
subscribing, and hope his six months’ perusal of the 
scores of splendid articles our contributors hav en- 
abled us to lay before him has broadened his horizon 
a little, enabled him to see that some of the claims of 
theologians at least are just a trifle arrogant, and that 
the church and Christianity are not all his youthful 
fancy pictured them. And were it not one of the un- 
alterable principles of Tue Troura Sezxer, that 
preachers should pay just as much as anybody else— 
and, indeed, they ought to pay a little more, as 
money comes easier to them than to a mechanic or 
farmer—it would giv us pleasure to make him a dis- 
count, which should be charged up to the private 
missionary work we are constantly doing. But we 
may not violate principle to oblige even a Methodist. 

For Mr. Brown’s courteous compliments we re- 
turn the usual editorial thanks. But we should hav 
been better pleased had he pointed . out wherein the 
premises of Liberalism are false, instead of making a 
mere assertion, which may or may not be true. If 
his hoped-for heaven does not exist, why should we 
invent another falsehood? If his great, good God.is 
a myth, what call hav we to invent a myth to take 
its place? What money has to do with the pretenses 
of Christianity, or with either God or heaven, we do 
not exactly see. Money is an invention of civilization 
to facilitate exchange of goods. It is not a miracle 
of Christianity. It was used before Christ was born, 
where Christ was never heard of, and it will be used, 
like the steam engin and the telegraph, when Christ 
has no more reverence from the civilized world than 
any other alleged savior. That money has much to 
do with modern Christianity we cannot dispute. 
Without money, or its substantial equivalent, we im- 
agin that the churches of Methodism, or any other 
sect, would be few and far between, the preachers 
scarce, and the desire to win souls to Christ im- 
measurably fainter. If every professional theologian 
were debarred from receiving more than his food 
and clothes and shelter for his services, the thou- 
sands now living on the superstition of the people 
would be reduced to a few fanatics, classed, in the 
vernacular of the day, as cranks. The period of su- 
perstition which produced the ascetics, religiously 
insane, and monks, and palmers vowed to poverty, 
has passed away. It is not possible even to repro- 
duce the Protestant reformers. Wesleys and Whit- 
fields, too, are scarce—the climate and soil are not 
favorable for their growth. The evangelirts of to- 
day are money-getters, like Moody, Sam Jones, and 
Sankey. Money has a great deal—a very great deal 
—to do with the preaching of Christianity, but noth- 
ing whatever to do with its truth or falsity. We 
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are surprised that a minister should hav so incau- | sidering this interpretation, if in front of every 


tiously revealed the hypocrisy of his religion. 


church were a conspicuous notice, reading like this: 


“A hog,” says Mr. Brown, “can root up a COMLUTY | piisesreereeseteeteeeeesese stcreseenreonsssennassenitasstersnenseeeseenseneeseans 


plant.” This, we may remark, is not a new saying, 
although, under certain circumstances, it is a true 
one. 
instance, as heaven, and its roots went down into the 
earth as far, for example, as the hell which Mr. 
Brown thinks will be sometime a mighty sorrow for 
us, could a razor. backed Texan pig, the most power- 
ful rooter known, dig it up? We trow not, nor a 
whole drove of them. Their snouts would be burnt 
to cinders before the plant fell. 

But—and we are willing that Mr. Brown's simile 
shall be applied as he intended—the century plant of 


‘| Christianity is being rooted up. Christianity as a 


theological system is being gradually transmuted 
from the dross and slag of superstition and down- 
right falsehood into the glistening metal of ethics 
and morality. No sane man can deny that Chris- 
tianity is changing, is different with every generation, 
and has lost its grip on the world. Why, even a 
mossback Presbyterian, like Dr. Field, denies his 
Confession of Faith, and preaches Unitarianism while 
pretending to be,a Calvinist! Martyrs’ fires are 
extinguished, the dungeons destroyed, and Quakers 
walk unmolested through the streets of Boston. 
Some portions of New Jersey tolerate Infidels, and, 
by and by,in the good time coming, Boonton and 
Morristown will listen to a heretic without fining him 
$25 for asking if Christ was ever spanked. Chris- 
tianity is only a little century plant which comes up 
slowly but surely. Its top is not hid in heaven, nor 
do its roots reach down to hell In fact, hell has 
been officially closed by the committee of Christians 
who revised God’s unalterable word. Heaven is left, 
it is true, but a century plant all top and no roots is 
not a thrifty vegetable. Sometime even the Metho- 
dist Church South will see that chattel slavery was 
wrong, and that mental slavery is hardly less degrad- 
ing. Evolution will do its perfect work, though its 
factors be insensible of the change. 

We ask Mr. Brown how it can be otherwise than 
that truth is on our side? We are working for the here 
and now; he is preaching of the shadowy hereafter 
about which he knows nothing. We are seeking 
justice between man and man ; he is advocating the 
justice of one man’s bearing all the sins of the 
world. We are seeking to establish equality ; he 
seeks to establish a kingdom ruled by the dead. He 
would hav men believe the impossible; we would 
hav them believe onlythe true. His theology teaches 
men to be miserable here that they be happy here- 
after; our philosophy teaches us to be happy here 
and let the hereafter take care of itself. He teaches 
the selfishness which would get to heaven at the ex- 
pense of wife or child, if need be; we teach the 
generosity which will hav no heaven without them, 
and tries to make it while they are with us. In 
short, Mr. Brown is all for the other world ; we are 
for this. This world is here; we are moving in and 
with it ; it surrounds us and environs us as the iron 
woman clasped to her deadly breast the heretic, and 
we are trying to make the best of it, to improve it, 
to get joy out of it, and finally to leave it a little bet- 
ter for our children than itis for us. Mr. Brown’s 
religion says: Pooh! let the world alone unless it is 
convenient to change it ; prepare for the other world, 
where you shall get the cakes and ale denied you in 
this ; think always about death, and the sinfulness 
of life; put your troubles on the savior ; grin and bear 
the inequalities and hardships of to-day. God wills 
that you shall be poor and miserable, and it is blas- 
phemy to deny his goodness; therefore be patient, 
repine not, glorify God, praise his son, support the 
preachers, and you shall finally hav a harp and crown 
and a long white robe, and sit on golden battlements 
and enjoy the bliss of seeing in hell the poor wretches 
who tried to make you more comfortable on earth. 

Is truth on Mr. Brown’s side, or on ours? 


— i dit 
* Beware of the Dog.” 


In passing along country highways one frequently 


meets the sign on the top of posts, in letters of con- 
venient size to be easily read by travelers whose in- 
stinets might lead them to trespass, “ BEWARE OF 
THE DOG.” On pages 782—783 of this week's issue 
of Tue Taur Szrxzr we print a good deal of re- 
ligious news not found in religious newspapers, and 
which, being interpreted, is a sign to those traveling 
toward the churches. Indeed, it might not be an 
altogether useless waste of timber and. paint, con- 


But if a century plant reached as high, for}. 


To Those Who Enter Here. 
BEWARE OF THE PREACHER. 
<a N.B.—Ladies are especially cautioned. 


The instances we record of ministerial conduct, 
more or less reprehensible, are only drops of villainy 
in an ocean of clerical rascality, but as the scattered 
drops tell of the coming storm, so these drops may 
induce some good Christians to come into the hereti- 
cal ranks out of the wet. . We hav picked up those 


| religious pearls during the past month, from a com- 


paratively small exchange list, and we hav more than 
once tried to figure out, by the rule of three, how 
many clerical scoundrels hav, in the country, gone 
undetected. The probabilities in this direction, how- 
ever, are too great for our mathematical ability, and 
we giv it up. 

Infidelity, say the Christians, may do to liv by, butit 
won't do to die by. But it is very certain that while 
preaching the gospel may improve a man's chances 
when dying, it will not improve his morality when 
living. It will not do for the church folks to retort 
that all these sinning preachers were expelled. 
That has but little to do with the matter. If the 
expulsion of lustful clergymen from its fold were the 
ultimate object of Christianity, we might acknowledge 
its success. But we are told that the object of re- 
ligion is to enable men to lead good lives and get to 
heaven. But as a help to morality Christianity in 
the cases mentioned is a decided failure, though 
ministers possess an unusual amount of piety. And 
how far along on the road to heaven the peculiar re- 
ligion these men of God hav practiced will get them 
is for the theologians to say. On that subject we 
are decidedly an Agnostic. 

We were led to make this compilation from notic- 
ing, about the first of October, that the fall crop of 
clerical scandals bade fair to be large. Scarcely a 
paper that we.glanced through was free from such re- 
ports, and finally we began to cut them out and lay 
them aside. When a month had elapsed our scissors 
had become dull and refused to work freely. Nearly 
half a hundred clerical wolves had been decapitated. 

For the good of the sheep, for the honor of our 
country, for the credit of the human race, we sin- 
cerely hope that our list includes all of the clergy who 
hav fallen. But knowing the liability of man to err, 
the limited vision of any one of us, and bearing in 
mind the fact that where a little smoke escapes from 
a chimney there is likely to be a big fire below, we 
are afraid that the list is incomplete. 

—— ————- 


A Christian Missionary Who is Not a Christian, 


That was a curious “ god-speed" which the Boston 
Unitarians gave A. M. Knapp, a minister of their 
denomination who is going to Japan, on Sunday, the 
6th ult. The usual formalities were observed, and 
Mr. Knapp is called a missionary, byt, according to 
Mr. Knapp himself, he relies for success principally 
upon the fact that he is not a Christian, and will not 
teach Christianity. He goes, he said, to confer and 
not to convert. He added: “ Mine is no theological 
embassy, no mission to the ‘heathen.’ I go to voice 
the spirit of that faith in the light of which there is 
neither Jew nor gentile, neither Greek nor barbarian. 
To this end I hope to enter into the consciousness 
of the people by a glad willingness to learn as well 
as to teach. I see that the New York Observer, in 
speaking of my departure, predicts that in a short 
time I will be beating a tomtom before a Buddhist 
temple. I accept the implied criticism, and say that 
if my object were to make converts, the tables might 
be turned against me.” Another speaker at the fare- 
well meeting was Mr. Stejiro Fukuzawa, a young 
Japanese gentleman, an inmate of Mr. Knapp's 
household. He wished his host a pleasant time in 
these words, which we commend to the serious con- 
sideratian of Christians: 

“Iam often asked whether the missionary work in Jay apan 
has been successful or not. If the object of the missionaries 
is to transform Japan into a Christian nation, I must say that 
they hav succeeded very poorly indeed. It is true that they 
hay established some good schools in Japan, and hav other- 
wise done considerable benefit for the Japanese. But in re- 
gard to the propagation of Christianity in our country, their 
work, so far, is but insignificant. The number of genuin 
converts they hav made is hopelessly small. Moreover, the 
majority of those converts are poor, uneducated people. The 
orthodox Christian is a thing not to be easily found among 
the upper class of Japan. 

“ This failure of the missionary work in our country is, 
I believe, largely due to the fact that the missionaries do not 
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; hav enough sympathy with the Japanese people. They con- 
sider us, as a people, a degree below. them—a swarm of poor 
heathens. And they never expect to find anything good in 
the ideas and customs of such degraded people. Therefore 
they simply want us to throw away all our religion, philo- 


sophy, and morals and take up theirs instead. Their disre- 


gard of the feelings of our countrymen is sometimes wonder- 
ful. For instance, as you know, in Japan great ,regard is 

- paid.to the dead ; and you will often see a Japanese bowing 
humbly before a wooden tabiet representing his dead father 
or mother. But now the missionaries are kindly reminding 
us of the folly of paying homage to our ancestors,.who, they 
say, are undoubtedly all in hell. The result of such action 
on the part of missionaries is only to provoke the indignation 
of the people; for I can hardly imagin how any sensible 
person could reconcile himself to the belief that his dear par- 
ents are doomed to eternal damnation for apparently no 
reason. : 

* Another thing I should like to say is that the mission- 
aries in Japan are altogether too pious—that is, at least they 
appear so to us heathens. Their sole object in life seems to 
be to convert people to Christianity, and to the most ortho- 
dox form of Christianity, too. I hav been told that it is im- 
possible for a Japanese to be in the same room with a mission- 
&ry for half an hour without being asked to join some church. 
Whether this is strictly true or not I cannot tell; butIknow 
that conversation with a missionary is not generally con- 
sidered as a pleasant recreation by educated Japanese. 
When I was a little boy in Japan I used to consider mis- 
sionaries as something dreadful, which must be avoided 
whenever possible. - 

** The trouble with the missionaries is that for a long time 
they hav been accustomed to deal with uncivilized people 
only, and now.they try to treat the Japanese in pretty much 
the same fashion as they hav done Fijians or Hottentots. It 


is one thing to convert simple-minded barbarians, and it 


is quite unother thing to convert a people whose civilization, 
though different in character, is, I believe, not far below that 
of the missionaries themselvs. It is interesting to notice that 
most of the converts the missionaries hav made in Japan 
belong to the lowest classes in our society—that is, the least 
civilized people in Japan. Is not this a proof of the fact that 
the missionaries’ method of propagating their religion is 
fitted just to this class of people and no other? l 

** To speak plainly, the educated class of Japan are rather 
bored by missionaries. What they want is broad-minded 
Christians, who can hav intercourse with heathens without 
feeling the necessity of constantly calling their attention to 
the danger of their future salvation. . 

* So it givs me great pleasure to learn that Unitarians of 
this country hav decided to send the Rev. A. M. Knapp to 
our country as their representativ. For the first time the 
Japanese at home will be given a chance of seeing what kind 
of man a true, liberal Christian is. And I know they will 
find him very, very different from the semi-fanatic mission- 
aries. As a nativ of Japan, I giv him the most hearty 
welcome to the “Land of the Rising Sun.". May God, 
Buddha, and all the eight million deities of Japan bless 
him." z 

That is to say, the further a man gets from Chris- 
tianity the better missionary he makes! We fail to 
see why Mr. Knapp should go at all under church 
guspices. His mission is a civilizing and not a relig- 
ious one, and he expects, evidently, to learn as much 
as he teaches. T 
any means, and we should not be at all surprised if 
Mr. Knapp imbibed as much oriental superstition as 
he imparts of Western. There is nothing he is likely 
to achieve except a swap of mistakes. 

— to 


Editorial Notes. . 


Tur Thanksgiving issue of the Christian Advocate had this 
queer sentence : . 

** We congratulate the happy and the miserable—the happy, if 
grateful because they are happy ; the miserable, not because they 
are miserable, but because a loving father waits to comfort them 
while they look, * not at the things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen.’” 

When a person has to make everything in this world con- 
sist with a good and all-powerful God, he gets in a close 
corner. A jumble of words is his only resource. If the 
writer of the quoted sentence read it over after he penned it, 
we imagin him saying, ‘‘ What nonsense that is, and what 
idiots will be those who believe it !” 


Dzrzorivs regularly attend the Sunday evening meetings 
of the Chicago Secular Union. ** It is only a matter of time,” 
writes a member, ‘‘ when the police will try to suppress 
us." Chicago, it seems, like New York, is ruled by Irish 
Catholics, and the clamor against the Anarchists was caused 
as much by the hatred Irish Catholics bear toward German 
Infidels as from any fear that the safety of society was 
threatened. The Chicago Herald, a daily paper conducted 
by Catholics, warns all orators with Liberal leanings to -be- 
ware, and urges the police to be vigilant. It says: ‘It is 


well for wise and reasonable men, who may be Liberal in- 


tendencies, to pause and consider the indomitable will of 
society. In the grasp of the state, the individual, however 
mighty, is comparativly impotent. Society, in its indigna- 
tion at the crimes of Lingg and his co-conspirators, has 
given warning to all individuals to be careful what doctrins 
they may teach. Society is so deeply moved in this matter 
that a decided limitation has been put upon the safe bounds 
of incitement.” When King Richard gave Friar Tuck his 
permission to slay three deer annually in the royal forests, 
he added: ‘‘And I am no true king if that be not a warrant 


That is not a Christian attitude, by: 


for thee to slay thirty.” The state of Illinois has given the | They did not die as Christ did, with shrieks of fear upon 


Trish Catholic constabulary of Chicago permission to suppress 
incendiary speakers whose orations may incite to violence, 
and it will go hard with the police but that they find the law 
a full license to suppress all speaking not satisfactory to 
their masters. We hav fallen upon high old times when the 
gatherings of American citizens are invaded by Roman Cath- 
olic spies in the pay of the government! 


A anEAT deal has been said by the daily papers about the 
foreign birth of the Chicago Anarchists. The theme was. 
harped upon !o stir up race hatred, and it succeeded. But 
who has heard a word about the nationality of their jailers? 
Mrs. Holmes, who, with Mrs. Parsons, was anested and 
imprisoned until the execution was over, described her treat- 
ment in the station-house to Mrs. Freeman. She said: 
** There we American women—with the blood of Revolution- 
ary forefathers coursing in our veins— were stripped to the 
skin and searched by an ignorant Irish matron, under the 
orders of foreign officers who could not speak the English 
language correctly. Even the children, weeping with fright, 
were undressed and searched." 


Tue New Hampshire legislature at its session just closed 
passed the following act: 


& Whoever on the Lord's day discharges any firearms for sport 
or in the pursuit of game. and whoever on the Lord's day shall 
carry any firearm in any field, highway, or private way, while in 
the pursuit of gama, or with intent to discharge the same in sport, 
shall be punished by a fine not exceeding ten dollars." 

It is believed that this act owes its passage to the concealed 
poetry in it, as witness : 

** While in the pursuit of game, 
Or with intent to discharge the same.” 

The legislature also adopted ‘‘ An act in amendment of 
section 8, chapter 122, of the General Laws, in relation to 
the standard weight of- beans.” This last act is beyond 
doubt much more adapted to the caliber of the New Hamp- 
shire statesman than the abstract one of Sunday liberty. 


Tuis paragraph appears in Frank Leslie's Illustrated News, 
paper of November 19th: ** Rev. J. H. Smyth, pastor of the 
Second Reformed church, New York city, preached on 
‘Infidelity’ last Sunday week, and illustrated his argu. 
ments by telling of the punishments which befell an associa. 
tion of thirty-six Infidels in Newburg, N. Y., & half-century 


ago. A Newburg lawyer has since investigated the story, 


and found that the Rev. Mr. Smyth’s statement was true, 
the entire thirty-six having met with unnatural and untimely 
deaths.” In Tax TRUTA SEEKER of November 26th we pub. 
lished à communication from a gentleman who resides in 
Newburg, and he says that none of it is true, except that a 
half-dozen wild spirits were reported, about seventy years 
ago, to hav gone through the mummery of baptizing a cat 
and administering communion to a dog. It takes mighty 
little raw material to make a good Christian sermon. 


J. Heron Fostzr has begun the publication of a semi- 
monthly paper at Tangerine, Orange county, Florida, called 
the Industrial Coóperator, which, Mr. Foster declares, shall 
be to all people glad tidings of great joy. The paper is only 
forty cents a year, which is cheap enough, considering the 
great joy about to be epread, a sample of which is here sub- 
joined : ** Some fifteen years ago we read the first issue of 
Tur TRUTA Sxxxzxs, a little four-page affair. It was good. 
Then it became better. Now it claims to be best. If it isn't, 
it certainly is superlativly good, and the illustrations are A1, 
their author being entitled to the *P. B.' given to all who 
graduate as perfect bricks. Both the Macdonalds are good 
writers, and the paper deserves the support of all those who 
are in earnest in seeking the truth.” May Mr. Foster’s 
orange groves thrive marvelously t 


Ir was bad enough for the Rev. Dr. Bolton, of the First 
Methodist church of Chicago, abetted by the authorities, to 
force his unwelcome presence upon the doomed Chicago An- 
archists, but his insolence is made immeasurably meaner by 
his pulpit lying since the execution. The following is taken 
from the report of his sermon of November 20th : 

** He described the Anarcbists nervously walking from the door 
to the back of their cells—walking like caged tigers when all hope 
of escape is gone. Three of the men called for and received liq- 
uors. One declined, but asked foracup of strong coffee, which 
was given him. ‘Nowy he said, ‘I die like Jesus—at the hand of 
my murderers.’ ‘Why?’ I asked. ‘ Becanse I cannot help it.’ 
They move to the scaffold,” he continned. ‘but they move 
together; looking into each other's face, cheered and sustained 
from within by stimulants and from without by the cheers of 
thousands who think as they thought and hav been taught by 
them. When the caps fall over their eyes light is shut out they see 
each other no more, and are stimulated no more by the presence of 
officials and newspaper men, whom they look upon as their ene- 
miet. They began to speak, but oh! the last wistful, pale, un- 
earthly look of one to meas the cap fell over his face, and he 
began, not knowing what he was saying, to talk. Thus they died. 
unrepentant, recklessly, without hope, and ten thousand will take 
courage to do their works of violence and die in sin as these men 
died. But remember, he is a fool who saith there is no God.’” 


The facts are that the Anarchists were all Infidels, and did 
not wantaclergyman. They treated Mr. Bolton courteously, 
but to his religious exhortation on the day before the execu- 
tion answered jocularly and sarcastically. On the morning 
of the execution the jail authorities asked the prisoners if 
they would like some wine. Three of the men accepted a 
glassful of Rhine wine,-one of the mildest species of liquor, 
and of which a pint would not affect men in their condition. 
There can be no doubt that they were sustained from with- 
out by the sympathy of thousands of friends, but that they 
were sustained from within by strong drink is a gross libel 
on their manhood—a libel, too, just worthy of a Methodist 
minister. The death of these men, said the New York 
World, a paper bitterly and dishonorably crying for their 
blood, “added another touch of heroism to the world.” 


their lips, but like brave and manly men. Guilty or innocent, 
right or wrong, they passed away with a composure and for- 
titude which might-set an example for patriots. And the 
minister who, from his coward’s castle, slanders their mem- 
ories, but adds to the baseness which would take advantage 
of a prisoner’s helplessness to chatter in his ear the magpie 
idiocy of superstition. 
——— 
Tux subjoined poster tells its own story. We should like | 

to hav a great many more to publish of the same sort: 


i . DEDIOATION OF 
SILVERTON FREETHOUGHT HALL 
Friday, Nov. 25. 1887. 
Literary exercises, vocal and instrumental music. Ad- 
: dress by Prof. T. J. McLearv, of Stayton, Or. Speeches 
: by Hon. C. Beal, Hon. S. R. Harrington, of Portland, 
: Judge J. J. Walton, of Salem, and other prominent citi- 
! zens. Music by Silverton trombone band, and H. A. C. 
: orchestra, of Salem. Exercises to begin at 1 o'clock 
: P.M. A cordial invitation to all. Musical concert and 
: dance in the evening by the H. A. C. orchestra and Arion 
Quartet, Salem. 
Mrs. Carrie Fitzgerell, E. Wolfard, H. D Mount, 
; Ex. Com. Silverton Secular Union. 

Mr. Putnam, when at Silverton, reported it as one of the 
most wide-awake towns he visited. It looks as though he . 


was right. 


bssetssosossoesoseósteseseceresseoqe renee * 


Looxrwa out the wide windows of the marble-fronted La- 
fayette Place see-house, furnished them by Bishop Potter's 
personal attractivness, the Episcopal ministers saw the 
modest but heretical quarters of Taz TRUTH SEEKER, and at 
once resolved : 

“There is a duty to which churchmen pay too little heed—the 
duty of standing up for religion and the church in opposition to 
the Agnostic and other unchristian theories which are not without 
support in this city among people of literary and scientific attain- 
ments, and in all classes of society. Theenemiesof the church are 
aggressiv, her friends are passiv, and where her faith and dootrins 
are assailed by her enemies, whether with argument or with insult, 
churchmen, sometimes-through ignorance, sometimes through in- 
dolence, forgetting that it is the part of the soldier of Christ man- 
fully to fight, too often hide themselvs and their conviotions out of 
sight.” s 

We do not know just how the Episcopal ministers can 
help themselvs, so far as Tur TRUT SEEKER is concerned, 
but we respectfully suggest that the church stop teaching 
error, study science, and giv that to the world from her 


pulpits. 


Taar is a very able and energetic scolding which Miss Vol- 
tairine de Cleyre gave the Liberals at the last Secular Union 
Congress, and which is given to a larger audience in TRE TRUTH 
° SEEKER of this week. It is pitched on a shrill key, but, per- 
haps, it will the more readily pierce the apathy which pre- 
vails in too many places. To be frank, we rather enjoy Miss de 
Cleyre's chastisment of those Liberalg who, for one reason or 
another, giv annually more cash to the churches than to Lib- 
eralism. O£ course, we recognize that a man has a right to 
spend his money as he pleases, but we submit that if it pleases 
a man more to help the church than to aid Freethought, he 
is more a Christian than a Freethinker. Secular educa- 
tion, for which Miss de Cleyre pleads, is the first and most im- 
portant step toward giving the next generation perfect men- 
talliberty. And we cannot agree with Mr. Bradlaugh that 
education should be absolutely colorless as to religion. 
Every child should know upon what unhistorical and shad- 
owy bages all supernaturalism or other-worldliness—which is 
the very essence of religion—rests. , Religion is faith in a 
fable—Mohammedanism, Buddhism, Christianity, et ais.— 
and no child should be so taught that he could believe what 
is false. He should be trained to seek truth, historical and 
scientific, and such training is'directly hostil to religion, for 
that teaches the importance of belief and the wickedness of 
doubt. 


Tue Sunday after the death of the Anarchists the Rev. J. 
C. Kimball, of the Hartford Unity church, preached a ser- 
mon from the text, '* Crucify him,” the alleged cry of the 
alleged mob before Pilate demanding the deliverance to them 
of the alleged Christ. Mr. Kimball is reported thus: 


“These words were written of an event which occurred more 
than eighteen hundred years ago, and of a person who is now wor- 
shiped throughout a large part of Curistendom as another God, and 
yet how accurately they describe what has occurred the past week 
with reference to the despised Chicago Anarchists and the state of 
popular feeling which has led to their death. Their teachings, 
their acts, and their execution are only the first red-lined chapter 
of what is to bea whole thousand-page volume of the world's his- 
tory." He then attempted to answer the question, ' What 58 An- 
archy?” He spoke of the general understanding of the meaning 
ofthe word, a state of utter confusion, disorder, and violence in 
society, and said: '* But this is not the Anarchy that the Chicago 
men and their fellow-workers believe in. Itis as wide from it as the 
patriot soldier's shot for liberty is from the murderous blow for 
money." He then explained that it was a philosophical and Chris- 
tian principle, and then closed with these words : ` If I hav seemed 
too kind, too sympathetic, toó mnch a defender of its unfortunate 
exponents, remember the severity and unscrupulousness with 
which evervthing has been arrayed against them month after 
month, and consider whether something a little strong the other 
way may not come appropriately from a pulpit set to proclaim re- 
ligion of mercy and the higher justice, and from & preacher or- 
dained as the follower of one who met his own death as a breaker 
of the law, and in response to the popular cry, *Orucify him ! 
Orucify him ! ” 

A portion of Mr. Kimball's co~ gregation at once demanded 
his resighation, and a petition was circulated calling upon 
the church to dismiss him. The matter was brought to vote 
soon after, and the congregation sustained Mr. Kimball by a 
vote of 49 to 88. His supporters were mostly the women 
and young men of the congregation. Mr. Kimball is also 
radical on the labor and woman's suffrage questions, and he 
once offered the Salvation Army the use of his church. He 
is an able preacher, and almost too heretical for a Unitarian 
pulpit. ` 
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Letters from friends. 


Lemoore, Oat., Nov. 2, 1887. 
Mr. Evrror: Inclosed please find subscription for THE 
Trora BEEXER for the ensuing year. We think the illustra- 
tions quite true to life, and if 80, what the outcome may 
prove is almost overwhelming, as ignorance is the lever 
swaying the multitude, and Reason's voice is hushed as to 
the mainspring of all evil. But the times are ripe for some sig- 
nificant crisis. What that may be only the future may 
reveal. That the secular school will be able to cope with 
this monster superstition will scarcely. be realized while they 
are proud of their laurels. More. able competitors, we 

think, will be called to the rescue. Saran Greae Fox. 


Bassett, Ia., Nov. 18, 1887. 

Mn. EDITOR: Susie, nine years old, daughter, and Jimmie, 
eleven years old, son of John and Cyrena Frazee, died the 
first of last week of diphtheria. i 

* Life is a railroad train on which every passenger knows 
he must be killed. To-day or to-morrow, somewhere down 
the Jine, we all must meet our final doom.” 

Our tears to the sacred memory of those loved ones who 
hav ceased to be, and are with us no more. 
§}The parents of those children were once orthodox, then 
Universalists, now honestly Agnostic, and are loved and ad- 
mired by all who know them. They hav the sympathy and 
condolence of a large circle of friends and relativs. J. H. 


Baxaon, Nov. 13, 1887. 

Me. Eorron : I will supply your first want by inclosing $5 
for Taz TRUTH SEEKER, which no Liberal family ought to be 
without; also, 25 cents for the Annuar when it is ready. I 
move that every subscriber in arrears send in $5 at once, 
which would giv you a happy New Year and renewed cour- 
age to go on with the good work you are engaged in. I 
heartily congratulate Mrs. Slenker on her freedom. I am 
glad the country did not bring upon itself the everlasting dis- 
grace of imprisoning an honest woman for simply exchanging 
a few thoughts through those virtuous mail bags. If those 
people who hav no good business of their own could only 
bottle up all of our thoughts and take them to Washington 
for iospection, they would hav all they could attend to, I 
guess. The Christians feel that they are losing ground every 
day, and they are bound to suppress every new idea that 
conflicts with their Bible and their God. Long liv Elmina! 
May she go ou with the good work she has begun, but look 
‘sharp that she keeps out of the clutches of those godly 
people who are ever ready to seek her ruin. 

Sara E. Govrp. 


Nov. 15, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: Well, the Anarchists are hanged, and the 
country is cafe. Sixty millions of people breathe easier. 
Those seven men made the country shake in its shoes. The 
great and raighty press has carried its point and hounded the 
terrible monsters to death. But with what consistency can 
this same press keep on eulogizing the Irish, who are com- 
mitting murder every day among their neighbors who pay 
their rent; who are holding meetings in spite of law and 
‘attacking the police at every opportunity; who openly 
preach treason to their government, and use dynamite when- 
ever they dare? And the American press, almost without 
an exception, call that patriotism and the right thing to do, 
and call the other government most tyrannical because it 
objects to these proceedings, and to the dismemberment of 
its empire. Nothing but death for the poor Dutchmen 
would suit our great American press, but a million Irishmen 
combined to commit infinitly more crime and murder are 
eulogized as patriots, although their methods of murder are 
cowardly in the extreme—waylaying men who honestly pay 
their rent and shooting them down from ambushes. Verily 
it makes a great difference whose ox is gored. 
By the bye, what has become of Thos. Winter, the Mate- 
rialist, an old correspondent of yours? I would like to hear 
from him on this subject. J. Downzs. 


MRS. REYNOLDS ABROAD. 
Toronto, OnT., Nov. 15, 1887. 

Mer. Epitor: I am in Toronto, and I want to say a few 
things about the Secular Society here. I visited this place a 
year anda halt ago. At that time they had a place of meet- 
inz—Science Hall—so nicely fitted up they were not ashamed 
to invite outsiders to accompany them. They had rented the 
piace and fitted it up at considerable expense. It was an 
experiment, but a most successful one. I really wish some 
of our Liberals would come over and see the practical work. 
ings of this society ; they would learn a valuable lesson. 

I would like to impress on the minds of all Liberals, 
ist. Liberals cannot make headway without organization 
and a regular place of meeting. - 2d. Liberalism cannot make 
head way unless.the women are interested. 

Secular Thought is doing a good work here. At the late 
convention they organized a joint stock company, with a 
capital of $10,000, and propose equipping a first-class office. 
W. M. Soott, an enthusiastic Liberal, is publishing ** The Age 
of Reason." There is law against Thomas Paine’s works 
crossing the line; so Mr. Scott publishes ** The Age of Rea- 
son" here in Toronto, and it’s being scattered over Canada. 
I delivered my first lecture here November 6tl* Science 
Hall was filled to its utmost capacity. The following Friday 
evening I spoke on Robert Burns. I was introduced to the 
audience by Mr. Gibbs in so happy a vein that it put them 
in wonderful good humor. Two young girls, Miss Anna 
Buckland and Miss Allen, played a duet on the piano, keep- 
ing perfect time. Following the lecture was a dance. I can- 
not dance; my early education was neglected in this matter, 
but I enjoyed the music and the “poetry of motion." A 


Scotch lassie danced the highland fling in a very modest, 
graceful manner. The comic sorg and recitation by Mr. 
Richmond were enjoyed by all. Refreshments were served 
by the fair ladies of the society, and the social was a thor- 
ough success. 

Sunday evening, November 18th, while the church bells 
were calling Christians to church, the Secularists wended 
their way-to Science Hall. Again the hall was packed with 
as appreciativ an audience as one could wish. I had in- 
tended to return home the next day, but was prevailed on 
to stay for another week. I speak in Barry, Friday, Novem- 
ber 18th—returning here for their regular Sunday lecture, 
November 20th; after which I shall return to my “rural 
shades,” encouraged at the spread of Liberalism in Canada. 

F. C. RxvNoLDs. 


Br. Jossrm, Mo., Nov. 14, 1882. 

Mr. Enrron, Dear Sir and Brother: 1 subscribed for THE 
TaurH SgexKee for six months. My object in subscribing 
was to keep posted as to your ‘‘ Liberal" movement. I make 
attempt at keeping up with every church, every secular 
economic move, and hence I hav been receiving the general 
organ of almost every organization in the United States—re- 
ligious and otherwise. You write well. Tux TRUTH SEEKER 
is edited, perhaps, with more ability than any Atheist or 
Agnostic paperin America. Permit me to say, however, that 
your logic is bad and your conclusions incorrect, from neces- 
sity, False premises insure false conclusions. Unless you 
can invent something better than a hoped-for heaven, a great 
good God, and money, it strikes me that you had better let 
the poor dogs of humanity die in their preconceived faith. 
I still cling to the ‘‘ cross” and believe that if the world is 
ever regenerated and saved it will.be through the instru- 
mentality and correct application of the principles taught by 
the Judean peasant, the Son of God and Son of Mary, divine 
and eternal. A hog can root up a century plant. 

I write you as ** Brother" though we must beasfar divided 
as the Poles. You think mea deluded fool because I am a 
Christian. I take you asa deluded brother, not fool. Our 
teaching has been very different. 

But, I wish you success if truth be on your side. The 
future will tell, and to & mighty sorrow if you are wrong. 
Look out, brother. Yours truly, JuLIgN C. Brown, 

Pastor Francis st. Methodist Ch.-S. 


Brooxtyy, N. Y., Nov. 10, 1887. 

Mz. Eprror: The fact that your friends are somewhat 
profuse in giving their opinion of your paper and its manage- 
ment has suggested the thought that I should apologize 
for not having done likewise. And I think it best to 
state the simple truth in my usual plain and straight- 
forward manner. I was early impressed with the impro- 
priety of commenting on a man's virtues to his face or his 
faults behind his back; not having discovered any faults in 
Tse TRUTH SEEKER worth mentioning, I hav doubted the 
expediency and propriety of saying anything about it to 
‘*Mr. Editor.” Nevertheless, I will note the self-evident fact 
that, probably for want of space to publish all we should 
think, Taz TRuTH SEEKER does the next best thing, if not the 
very best—‘‘it sets us to thinking and keeps us at it.” 

Friend Kruger’s letter in Taz TRUTH SEEKER of the 5th 
inst. suggested some thoughts, of which I will offer a few 
for his special consideration. He reminds me of my early 
thought that religion is insanity; on becoming somewhat 
familiar with Infidel literature, I suspected Infidelity of being 
but another phase of *' religion on the brain.” Hence, when 
I read that friend Kruger has become tired of religious sub- 
jects, I had a hope that he was evoluting into a full-fledged 
Liberal Freethinker. But, on reading further that he is a 
Spiritualist of necessity, I began to suspect that in leaping 
from the frying-pan he has dropped into the fire, and relapsed 
into an old heathen superstition with modern improvements. 
Religion is but a compound of ethics and Spiritualism. 
Hence, Spiritualism, pure and simple, is the remains of 
religion when all that is of practical worth is thoroughly 
sifted out of it, and is probably Infidelity of a deceptiv as 
well as pronounced type. Being but a simple-minded, 
though somewhat skeptical Freethinker, I shall gather up 
the siftings and therewith be content. 

He thinks “ Anarchism is utterly at variance with sense 
itself ;” nevertheless, he is probably aware that coming events 
sometimes cast their shadows before, and the greater the 
event the further the shadow should reach; and Anarchism 
will probably be an event of considerable magnitude when it 
becomes an established fact, which it possibly may do in the 
somewhat distant future, when the human race shall hav 
reached such perfection that every man and woman will be 
equally competent to govern, and hav no need that others 
should govern then. But if Anarchiem should be let loose, 
with the ideas of just principles that now obtain, even 
among professional reformers, I think we should find this 
planet to be a desirable place to get away from. I should 
then be willing to join friend Higbie in his pilgrimage to the 
solar and planetary worlds or any other to get away ipm: 
this. 

He thinks ‘‘ Socialism and Communism hav some fine feat- 
ures in them.” That is because he gets a nearer view of 
them. They should necessarily come first in the order of 
human progress, and must be established by governments, if 
at all; if not by those we hav, then by others. The human 
race being divided into communities or nationalities, they 
should necessarily take separate and independent action. 
When Socialism is established by those communities, a 
universal brotherhood of the human race will be a possibility 
and an economic necessity. Therefore, had I not become 
aware that insane people are capable of any inconsistency, I 
should probably be surprised that anybody should pretend 
to desire a universal brotherhood of the human race, and 
reject and revile the only conditions on which such hrother- 
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T Li 
hood is possible. The principle is the same, by whatever 
name called; and will make every individual perfectly free 
from the domination of every other individual. Woman will 
no longer be dependent on auy man for the support of her- 
self and offspring, but will be perfectly free to choose the 
father of her children. Lust and lucre will no longer be the 
bond of union between the sexes. Matrimony will no longer 
be & matter of money nor a. bread-and-butter question, but 
simply a question of moral and intellectual adaptation. 
Those being the fundamental parts of free love, as I under- 
stand it, if friend Kruger is unable to estimate the worth of ` 
life on such conditions, he should refer the question to his 
wife, if he has one. J. A. TUTTLE. 


2 Worse, Irr., Nov. 19, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: Our usually quiet town wasroused to a pitch 
of religious fervor last Sunday evening by a sermon preached 
by the presiding elder of the Methodist Episcopal church, a 
man.who has fought in the gospel cause with a divinely- 
tempered blade and heaven-embossed shield for over fifty 
years. The divine was eloquent—eloquent, as it seemed to 
me, in the honesty of untruth. His subject was ‘: Infidel- 
ity,” and he sought to win souls to Christ by abusing Infidels. 
That was proper if they deserve it. If they do, let the cleri- 


.cal reprobators lay on the thong until graceless skeptics wince, 


and others profit by their chastisment. And they do, if 
not for that whereof they are accused. Freethinkers are not 
half as good as they-should be; not half in labor and love 
what those should be who, inspired by the simple love of 
truth, are willing, at whatever cost, to be directed by its 
guidance. Just reprobation is more profitable to the true 
man than praise, aud in a bushel of abuse there are generally 
found a few grains of just censure. But to the sermon: 
“These small, little men,” quoth the preacher, “‘ who stand 
around the street corners blaspheming, taking the nhme of 
God in vain, insulting people who pass, and boasting of their 
Infidelity, and think it smart, can do more harm in a given 
time than a servant of God can do good in double tbe time. 
Then let the intelligent man question them and ask : * Whence 
sprang this creation with its varied forms of sublimity and 
beauty, its wonderful adaptations, its unified diversities,’ 
etc.? They don't know. ‘Is there a God? They don't 
know. ‘You are a man? ‘Yes.’ ‘Whence did you 
come? ‘Don’t know.’ Oh, how smart!” Then the rev. 
erend elder proceeded to show that all this unbelief springs 
from the ignorauce and depravity of the human heart—'' a 
heart steeped in the vinegar of hell" My. ‘‘company” 
whispered, ** Where do they grow their apples?" This is as 
fair an abstract of the sermon, and as nearly in the words of 
the preacher, as I can giv from memory. 

Free from prejudice and passion, let us analyze the above 
statements, and weigh in logical scales the deductions drawn 
therefrom. 

Preachers are so apt to begin their attacks on skepticism 
by an attack on the character of skeptics—the class that be- 
lieves only what enlightened reason teaches, skeptics to noth- 
ing else—that we weary of the same old chant, so oft re- 
peated, and long for variations. We care little for general 
accusations, but are jealous of the character of our town, and 
solicitoüs for the good name of its citizens. And here, in the 
name of all the Liberals of Wyoming, we challenge our rev- 
erend friend to show that the Freethinkers of this place are 
not as respectable and intelligent, in proportion to numbers, 
as the prayer-making, bymn'singing portion of its inhabi- 


‘tants. But are Freethinkers born of and to ignorance and 


depravity? What shall we say of Darwin, Huxley, Spencer, 
of that greatest scientific man of his age, Alexander von 
Humboldt, and of thousands of other skeptics who are the 
pioneers of science and of human progress? Are they im- 
peachable of vice and ignorance? When reviled, Infidels 
revile not again, nor distil,from the ashes of the dead, poison 
to tip the arrows of irony; but compare the private life of 


-that monster skeptic, Robt. G. Ingersoll, the raw-head and 


bloody-bones by which modern theologians frighten their 
credulous children into unquiet slumber, with the private 
life of the greatest pulpit orator of the sge, and say which 
has furnished us the better example of the charms of domes- 
ticity. Alas! many Infidels are unworthy of their high call- 
ing—of the glorious principles they profess. But what of the. 
multitude of preachers who hav “gone wr ng?" What of 
our defaulting bank cashiers and presidents, forgers and 
thieves, members of the Young Men’s Christian Association, 
church officials, and Sunday-school superintendents—what 
of these? Canada is fast becoming Christianized by an influx 
of these fugitiv saints reared in the churches, to the support 
of which the whole nation is compelled to contribute. 

But can Infidels solve the mysteries of ** creation?” No, 
they modestly confess they cannot. Can they tell us when 
we die whither we go? No; we trace the vital spark to the 
boundary line of life ; beyond it, it is lost to our vision. To 
the mind of the skeptic there be three insolvable problems : 
Whence came we? What are we? Whither do we go? 
Regarding the origin of things, are clerical declaimers better 
informed than we? Let them prove to us the superiority of 
their knowledge, and we will gratefully avail ourselvs of the 
light they giv. Hav they solved the mystery of being? Not 
as yet. Can they unveil to us the secrets of the hereafter? 
Respecting it, they manifest the assurance of prophets but 
the knowledge of babes. As to the world's genesis, and the 
budding forth and development of vegetable and animal life, 
they know next to nothing. The geneses of nature and of 
revelation are in flat contradiction to each other. Learned 
theologians admit this by their efforts to show that the Bible 
does not mean what it says. If it does not, it must hav been 
written rather to bewilder than instruct. If it does not it 
leaves the question where it found it—in the dark. They 
are loth to admit this, for their livings are at stake. The 
bread and butter argument is potent and insinuating. Men 
are often unconsciously swayed by its logic. The church ig 
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strong and delightfnl in its social attractions, for it brings 
people together; and this is one great source of its strength. 
It must bé upheld, for its advocates aver that morality and 
social order depend upon it. Persecution can no longer tor- 
ture or slay, but social ostracism and foul abuse can be re- 
sorted to, and when opposed by arguments they cannot 
overcome, our religious savans.vindicate the “truth” and 
. subserve the interests of their benign and peaceful -religion 
by vindictivly assailing the ** Infidel.” Miss ViNDpEx. 


. Wixvom, Mins., Nov. 8, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: I saw in your paper of October 22d a string 
of adverse comments, made by “ 8. F.,” of Lebo, Kan., on my 
communication of September 10th. From the tone of his 
article, I conjecture that he has been inside of a medical 
institution, and having seen the human body dissected, his 
imagination magnifies him into an anthropologist of an ad- 
vanced type—so far advanced that I fear he can learn noth- 
ing more. He appears to be filled with the combined wisdom 
of the ten members of the Seybert Commission. 

After calling me a “crank,” “silly,” asserting that I am 


‘crazy, probably past redemption,” then benevolently hold- 


ing me up to the public gaze to ** serve as a warning,” etc., 
this man of a **logical mind" condescends to treat me as 
sane enough to entertain a bet. He is careful to prefix his 
offer with *' your friends can't do as they claim, of that I am 
positiv." No one can convince him that a statement is true, 
when he claims to know positivly to the contrary; for, as 
the author of ** Hudibras" says, 

A man convinced against his will 

Is of the same opinion still. 

My pathological counselor, although declaring that I am 
on the road to the lunatic asylum, advises me to halt and put 
myself under medical treatment immediately. I had:a taste 
of such treatment, which I relàted in my former letter. ] 
was lucky enough to be delivered from it before too late 
Probably the unfortunate cashier he.speaks of so pathetically 
was under that kind of treatment, and not so lucky; but 
“ went off scientifically,” as I once heard a physician say of 
his patient—that is, became a martyr to a science which Sir 
_Astley Cooper declared to be “ founded in charlatanism and 
improved by murder.” 

I wish to cast no reflections on ZEsculapius, the god of the 
healing art; but must say that, like some worthy preachers, 
he has some very unworthy sons. 

As regards lunacy, I think that statistics will warrant me 
in saying that there are far less Spiritualists in proportion to 
their numbers in our asylums than there are Materialists or 
Christians. The reason may be found in the ** specious and 
noble principles” (which Gibbon says the ancient philos- 
ophers taught) they advocate. Besides, Spiritualists hav a 
cheerful. doctrin, founded on phenomena, which is proof to 
them ; whereas, Materialists occupy ** a melancholy position ” 
(as the same writer observes), and the belief of Christians 
that nine-tenths of mankind will be damned forever is not a 
pleasant one. 

But my dogmatic friend says, ‘“Set up no claim for your- 
self or spirit friends which you cannot demonstrate, as it 
looks silly in you.” Can he demonstrate Materialism ?' If so, 
he surpasses all scientists, ancient and modern. Even Dar- 
win claimed to be ''rather agnostic” in regard to a future 
life. Can he demonstrate that my statement of September 
10th is false? If he cannot do so, then his '* logic” con- 
demns him as “ silly.” 

Did such men as Socrates and Plato ** hav small love for 
science or truth?’ They taught the immortality of the soul, 
and could “reason logically,” possibly as much so as the 
philosopher of Lebo, Kan. They really taught the doctrin of 
Spiritualism over two thousand years ago. How, then, can 
it be **& legitimate child of-modern theology?" No; the 
truth is, theology is the perverted child of Spiritualism. 
According to history, Socrates had his ‘‘ familiar spirit "— 
that is, was a medium, called ‘‘ crazy”—and’ was finally 
slain by intolerance, as many others hav been since his day, 
who were condemned to death as witches or heretics. Super- 
stition and bigotry hav borne down on Spiritualism with 
a heavy hand for hundreds of years, but its day is dawning. 
Bryant's lines are prophetic : 

Truth crushed to earth shall rise again— 
The eternal years of God are hers; 

But Error, wounded, writhes in pain, 
And dies amidst her worshipers. 

Let us be thankful for the progress the world has made. In 
‘former times spiritual agents were killed. In these days they 
are simply called ‘‘ cranks,” ** crazy,” or said to be in league 
` with the devil, as was said of Dr. Faust, who established the 
art of printing. 

To conclude, let me say to my censorious friend that, 
metaphorically speaking, I stand upon the rock of Truth, 
and neither pseudo-scientists nor bigots can ‘drive me from 
my position. N. 8. 


LONGSTREET, Ga., Nov. 11, 1887. 

Mr. Evrror: I may be wrong in my thinking—£. e., my 
thoughts and reasonings may lead to wrong conclusions— 
but I hav said, "I believe nothing. I hav no belief. It is 
not needful that I should.” And I say so still, notwithstand- 
ing our greatest and noblest champions of Freethought claim 
that we must believe something. Ingersoll finds plenty of use 
for the word right along. My friend Shaw says we hav as 
much use for it as anyone else, or words to that effect. I 
claim the word to be of no value only in the orthodox sense 
of it, and that in every other sense the word “ think” is a 
better word for Freethinkers. If the salvation of the race is 
conditional upon belief, then let us believe. If not, then the 
word becomes of no value. ''Obsolete," I think, is the 
word, every timo. 

What we know is knowledge, and it is incorrect to say we 


believe that which we know. ‘ Believe” has the same 
value as ‘‘don’t know,” no more, no less. Science, in no 
department of it, has use for the word ‘‘believe.” Her 
work is to think, to study, to reason, to investigate, to,clas- 
sify, and get at fact, truth, and so explain as to bring it 
within the grasp of man’s consciousness. If evolution is the 
true theory, it embraces all there is in the entire universe of 
things, and all is phenomena, explained or unexplained, and 
all is natural, reasonable, rational, possible, not miraculous. 
Life itself, inherent in all things, without a beginning that 
we know of, and without an ending that we know of, and 
hence eternal, is natural, and there is no placefor the super- 
natural. Immortal life, then, is the natural life, and mortal 
life (so-called) is an expression of it—a link in the endless 
chain of being, “of life always on the move." 8o let us 
think and say. 

But what is before or behind phenomena we know not, 
neither is it needful that we hav any belief about it. 

How many Anthony Comstocks de you think it would 
take to kill out or imprison all the Freethinkers in this free 
country of ours? I do not hesitate to say, in all candor, and 
with all the truth that is in me, that he is infamously perse- 
cuting one of the finest-minded and one of the noblest women 
to be found in the ranks of the Liberals of this country. 

Aunt Elmina is superior in mind and morals, in infelli- 
gence, andin her sense of honor and justice, and in her life 
of purity and benevolence, to Comstock’s entire horde of 
understrappers. It is a pity this world must be cursed with 
even a few such bigots as he seems to be. The theory of life, 
of health, and a pure morality which Aunt Elmina holds as 
t ue is of more importance to the race of humanity than 
apy other one thing or subject, and it is a' subject on which 
there is vast ignorance. 

If new words must. be invented and new terms used by 
which to convey the proper meaning of what she, or anyone, 
wishes to teach in reference to a great and growing evil, be- 

fore a communication on the subject can be allowed to go 
through the mail, then our laws need remodeling for the 
good of humanity. No matter what terms (common to med- 
ical science or not) she uses to convey her meaning and to 
explain her theory, she cannot by any possibility be justly 
charged or suspected of the least intimation of obscenity. 
The idea is preposterous. The spirit of spite and hate, 
hatched in the brain of the malicious, low, and vile, is per- 
suing this pure women, and I hope she will be vindicatd. 
She is a Materialist, and that’s what’s the matter. She has 
been great enough and honest enough to speak her honest 
thoughts, and probably Comstock hopes to crush her be- 
cause she is poor. Some advantage, you see. 

I don’t know how to rate that creature Comstock. I am 
not acquainted with any such stock down here in old 
Georgia, and how he came to venture so far South as old 
Virginia in search for game, I can’t conceive. I suppose he 
has emissaries out on the hunt, and he only holds the bag. 
He is out of danger, so he will be saved, though he is not 
worth saving. J. N. Mason. 

P.8.—I take pleasure in saying Tux TRUTH SEEKER is 
always welcome at my home. Articles from friends interest 
and entertain, and your able contributors always giv us 
something that will do to keep and never part with. Your 
own views, Mr. Editor, coincide with mine in reference to 
those Anarchists. My opinion was and is that it has not 
been proven that any one of those condemned men threw 
that bomb. If so, then there has been injustice done. The 
fault then is with the law in Illinois, or with the judge, or 
jury, or all three. It seems, also, that their lawyers failed to 
understand the points, until too late, which they might hav 
made, that would hav availed them before the United States 
Supreme Court. M. 


BxanpsTOwR, ILL., Nov. 15, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: During the past week Rev. Barnes, who 
swings a theological tack-hammer over this section of the 
Lord's heritage, delivered a series of lectures upon the Bible 
as a civilizing and moral fac.or. Were he to read Helen H. 
Gardener's ‘‘ Men, Women, and Gods” with a particle of his- 
torical perception, he surely,like the fraudulent priests of 
old, who when they met each other laughed at the credulity 
of others, would snicker at himself. Just think once seri- 
ously of the Bible as a civilizing and moral agency ! 

After hearing the Rev. Barnes's first lecture, we wrote him 
the following letter : 

* Dear Sir: The propositions I noted down from your lecture will 
bear to beinvestigated—perhaps. In my lectures on such themes I 
always giv an opportunity for any to present the other side of the 
issue. There are always two sides to any question, especially those 


touching Bible claims. Such a course will render your lectures 
both interesting and profitable. Respectfu ly, Dr. Q.” 


If he ever wrote a reply it miscarried. But, as specimens 
of roughly-hewn flints in the stone age of superstition, we 
present some of the Rev. Barnes’s “false claims.” They 
drift in the current of church thought or rather thoughtless- 
ness. 

“ The Bible isa genuin title deed from God.” I should 
like to see the lawyer that drew it up. He would be a win- 
ning card in a dime museum. 

“ Robert Ingersoll is interested in the Bible as God's title 
deed." This is sufficient evidence that a private correspond- 
ence between the colonel and Hev. Barnes occurred, in 
which the former informed his reverence that he was so 
“interested.” But, according to Ingersoll’s recent reply to 
the Rev. Field, he shows no interest whatever in the title 
deeds to corner lots in the kingdom of heaven. The colonel 
will hav to rise and explain. : 

Again, “ The Bible is to be received if true, whether from 
God or not.” This is toning down nicely. The same may 
be said of any other books or Bibles, whose number is 
legion. 

“ Archeology has proved the Bible true, hence it ig from 


God." But archeology has also proved that the Vedas, 
Zend Avesta, Egyptian Book of the Desd, the Greek and 
Roman classics, and Central Americau sacred books are 
true. 


Therefore they also are from God! 
He related a very taking anecdote where a. missionary left 


the wife of an Infidel a Bible, and when the husband came 
home he chopped the Bible in two and took his half. 
the wife came to an unfinished story (of which there isa wi'd 
profusion) in her half she had to borrow the Infidel's half to 
finish the story. It strikes us that there are an embarrassing 
number of Bible stories which require something to finish 


When: 


them, especially as civilizing and moral factors. See Gen. 


xix, 8; xxvii, 88; xxxviii, 12, 26; xxi, 7; Jud. xix, 24; Num. 


v, 11, 81, and Lev. xii,; Deut. xx, 10, 16; 2 Sam. xii, 11. 

We are thoroughly convinced that as civilizing and moral 
factors these badiy need the other half of something to finish 
them. The good common sense of nineteenth nee has 
“ finished” them. 

On this and similar topics we suggest that science is the 
Infidel's half of the Bible that can literally ** finish ” all such 
fables. 

t“ The Bible is full of light and fire,” especially the latter. 
The following is a specimen: ‘‘A fire is kindled in mine 
anger, and shall burn to the lowest hell" (Deut. xxxii, 22); 
** Cast into everlasting fire” (Matt. ix, 43). Yes, there is a 
good deal of light and fire in the Bible, but the former is like 
the red lights of a low theater, and the latter emits, accord- 
ing to the book’s own statement, the fumes of sulphur. 

Further, ** Al! the moral purity in the world at that time 
was incarnated alonc in the Bible people.” E:pecialy in 
Father Abraham. Isaac and Jacob, Judah, David, and Solo- 
mon, and lesser Bible lights. The Truth Seeker Company 
should send to Brother Barnesan illustrated Bible primer 


.composed of selections from Watson Heston's cartoons on 


the piety of the patriarch. 

t Thee was no improvement made on Bible morality.” We 
should devoutly hope not. We should simply throw that 
away, and take a totally different morality. 

it Greece was indebted to the Bible for being a liberty-lov- 
ing nation." Hume, Gibbon, Rollins, Macaulay, and Hallam, 
just step down and out. Giv the palm to Barnes. 

“ God overran the world, by Alexander, for the express 
purpose of spreading the.gospel." It is no compliment 10 the 
richness of the new gospel that it was indebted to & foreign 
tongue to giv it currency. Besides it is less of a complim :nt 
that *' the prince of peace” had to hire a Greek general with 
swords to overrun a whole continent, in order to spread his 
gospel of peace. Yet it seems that more than three hundred 
years before this ‘‘ prince of peace” is born, he hires Alexan- 
der to do this prepartion for his gospel. We want the Infidel’s 
half of the Bible to complete this little gospel story of dis- 
crepancy. 

t‘ The sole object in the establishment of the Roman empire 
was the spread of the gospel.” Query: Was not the object 
in establishing the Southern confederacy the same? The 
slaves did not think so. Doubtless the despota termed the 
czar of Russia and the sultan of Morocco are established for 
similar purpose. 

** The Bible brought Constantine to a knowlege of the civil 
rights of man." But it bas done precious little in that line 
for women. Besides, it did not operate that way on the old 
Puritans in their dealing with the civil rights of those who 
differed from them. "The whole history of the Bible shows 
that the bringing of a knowledge of ‘‘ civil rights” is not its 
forte. 

“The person and work of Christ were settled by that 
council of civil rights held a.n. 825." We bad always been 
taught to believe that these were settled in the Bible, like a 
thousand other useless fancies. Here is a concession that 
Jesus knew nothing about his own self and work, the object 
for which he came; and then, after he has been defunct for 
more than three centuries & body of his followers meet to 
find out how and why he was born. 

"*'The world never heard of right as a law till it was re- 
vealed in the Bible and by Constantine." "That is, Constan- 
tine, three hundred and twenty-five years after the Dible was 
made, perfected it as a revelation of right by presiding over 
more than three hundred theological cranks, while they cussed 
and discussed over two months the merits of a Greek iota. 
He demonstrated the ‘civil right" to banish those who 
believed ^n the existence of that smallest letter in the alpha- 
bet. Immaculate civil rights! 

A man who banished Arius and his friends for honestly 
believing in a Greek dot, must hav possessed a Christian's 
capacity for “ civil rights." A man who, in the year follow- 
ing this revelatlon of ‘‘ civil rights" given him in this great 
Nicene council of *' civil rights," heartlessly assassinate! his 
own nephew and son, Crispus, through an unfounded jeal- 
ousy that the latter was a rival to the throne, must hav beea 
highly capable of the broadest ‘‘ Christian civil rights." The 
representative of the pagan religion of the Piatonic type 
told him justly that there was no pardon for this most 
atrocious crime. Hence, Milman terms its minister: sn 
**unaccommodating priesthood.” But there is virtue in the 
blood of Jesus to wash this sanguinary villaia, * the first 
Christian emperor," ** whiter than snow." Of course, when 
* civilization and morals” are thus to be promoted, the 
Christian priesthood is, and ever has been, ‘‘ accommoda 


Jing." In short, every one who stood in the way of this 


* first Christian emperor” enjoyed the luxurious ‘‘ civil 
right ” of béing summarily put out of the way. His nature 
and action abundantly explain his motivs of conversion to 
Christianity, namely, ‘ hypocrisy, policy, superstition, and 
divine inspiration.” 

* Before Bible right was known men were bought and 
sold for $15. To-day there is not gold enough in this coun- 
try to buy one man.” One drink of whisky on election-day 
buys thousands cheap. The above ''claims" we made the 
basis of a lecture at, Havana. Zoa ToP3is. 
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Children’s Qerner. 


Hdited by Miss Busan B. Wixos, Fail 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight. 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day'a occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour." 


A Lesson. 


When the weary heart is sad 
And the days seem long, 

When the eyes are full of tears 
And life an empty song ; 

When the burden of the heart 
Grows heavier day by day; 

+» Oh! tell me, is there nothing 

To help along the way? 


Ah! yes, sad heart ! there's pleasure, 
Not only in the air, 
But in the sun and raindrops, 
And in the flowers fair; 
The kindly words oft spoken 
By those we daily meet, 
In livgering echoes whisper, 
Each hour has pleasures sweet. 


"Tis true that hearts hav burdens, 
With many doubts and fears— = 
Hav dark and lonely vigils, 
With many silent tears— 
That life. at times, and pleasure 
Seem but an empty song, 
Where weary hearts are aching, 
And the days are sad and long. 


All hearts must bear their burdens, 
Yet will they lighter grow, 

If each will but endeavor 
To share tbe other’s woe, 

: So, weary heart, take comfort, 

For if you strive each day 

To ease your comrade’s burden, 
Lo! yours will fall away. 


tO 
Cats, Birds, and Snakes. 


: Cats are attached to localities, dogs to per- 
sons. A dog will persistently follow his 
master or mistress, through good report or 
. ill, to the end of life. Cats will not do this, 
but will remain in the old home, although all 
the family may desert it and leave it tenant. 
less. Dr. Hervey tells of & family removing 
to a distant part of the city, and taking with 
them the old family cat. 'The new quarters 
evidently did not suit the cat, who promptly 
returned to her former residence. She was as 
promptly taken back to the new home. She 
would not stay, however, and traveled back 
tothe old home, every nook and cranny of 
which were-dear to her. She took kindly to 
the new dwellers in the. house, and seemed 
determined to make her abode with them in 
the dwelling to which she was so fondly 
attached. One day she caught a young 
robin. The old mother bird flew to the pro- 
tection of her darling, and screamed’ franti- 
cally. The father bird, and all the bird rela- 
tivs and friends, gathered, and made most 
distracting efforts to rescue the poor little 
baby bird in the claws of the ‘cat. The 
mother flew at the cat, screeching and flap- 
ping her wings, pecked at her eyes, and 
circled about the cat's head until she forced 
her to drop the tender little birdling, when 
the mother, bending over its prostrate form, 
perceived that it was dead. She looked at 
its bleeding form sadly and reverently, and 
then, thinking possibly that she might restore 
it to life, she very gently took its wounded 
little body in her bill, and flew with it away 
to her downy nest, and placing it thercin, 
called the father bird, and together they, no 
doubt, mourned over theirloss. The cat, ap- 
parently heartily ashamed of her wicked con- 
duct, walked out into the highway and pro- 
ceeded to the new home of her friends, and it 
is to be hoped she wil never meddle with 
young robins, or other birds, again. While 
Dr. Hervey was relating this little incident, 
Dr. Larchar said he had witnessed a peculiar 
act of a snake. He saw, one day, a black 
and glossy snake ascend a tree, look into a 
robin’s nest, and take therefrom a young 
robin, quietly descend and proceed to swallow 
it without delay. Following this, Bethia and 
Flossie Cassell were walking in the -sand 
under the bluff of South Boulevard at Onset 
one morning, when all at once Bonnie, who 
was following them, commenced barking 
furiously, and leaped wildly about. Look- 
ing, they espied a big black snake, long 
and shining, making off with a bird in its 
mouth. Bonnie barked so that the snake 
was frightened, and, dropping his prey, made 
off into the woods. Flossie picked up the 
‘bird and brought it to me. It was panting 
terribly, but was still alive. The dear little 
girl took it home, and, placing it in an old 
nest that she had found one day, gave it some 
water and a doughnut. This was fair treat- 
meut, and birdie seemed to revive, but, 


although it received the best of care, and was { heroic efforts to rescue the passengers, many ! 


placed in a sheltered, sunny nook ever day, 


lits injuries were of such a nature it could not 


overcome them, and after two or three days 
it quietly dropped into a sleep from which it 
neveraWoke. Flossie buried it, and solemnly 
placed bright flowers upon its tiny grave. 
“Its papa and mamma will be pleased to 
think I cared for their little one,” said che. 

** They may not be aware of it," I replied, 
“but it shows what a very kind heart you 
possess, and being tender toward birds, I 
think you will be no less so toward every 
living creature." S. H. W. 

-ere 
Facts for the Curious. 

In Lower California there are three moun- 
tains of alum, and one of alum and sulphur. 
They are almost chemically pure, and the 
quantity of alum is estimated at 100,000,000 
tons and the sulphur at 1,000,000 tons. 

The mortality of the globe, as given by & 
continental journal, which has made the com- 
putation, is as follows: Per minute, 67: per 
diem, 97.790; and per annum, 36,639,835 ; 
whereas the births are 36,762,000 per annum, 
100,000 per diem and 70 per minute. 

Figures are wonderful things. Here is a 
sample of what can be done with them: By 
placing one grain of corn on the first square 
of a chess-board, doubling the number of 
grains for each succeeding square, the quan- 
tity of corn required forthe whole board of 
64 squares would fill 1,844,375 barns, each 
holding 1,000,000 bushels of 100,000 grains 
each, bushels round numbers. If the United 
States grows 1,800,000,000 bushels each year, 
it would require a little over 540 years to 
make enough. ; 

The “ cutting-room” in a shoe factory is, 
by reason of the intricate machinery it con- 
tains, the most dangerous room in the build- 
ing. It isa rare thing to fird such a room in 
a large factory that does not contuin one or 
more employees minus a finger or thumb. 
Sometimes frightful accidents occur. The 
racer, à huge machine modeled something 
after the guillotine of France, is used in cut- 
ting the heaps of leather into strips. It con- 
tains a knife four feet long that would cut a 
man's arm off as easily as scissors cut a thread. 

It has long been known that the hair and 
nails grow faster in warm weather than in 
cold. The Popular Science Monthly cites a 
remarkable instance of rapid growth from 
the statement of Colonel Prjevalsky, a Rus- 
sian traveler in central Asia. In June the 
ground and the air became so hot that travel 
was impossible during the day, and the hair 
and beards of the party grew with astonishing 
rapidity. But, what was strangest of all, 
some young Cossacks, whose faces had been 
entirely smooth, developed quite respectable 
beards in the course of a very few days. 

Birds as large as ducks are taken in Japan 
by a very ingenious precess. The young 
shoots of the wistaria, which attain consider- 
able length, and are strong, light, and flex- 
ible, are gathered, dried, and knotted together 
in one continuous length. This’ is smeared 


with bird-lime, and floated out to sea; in the | 


morning the hunter is rewarded by the capt- 
ure of several birds. It is a very inexpensiv 
method of bagging wild fowl, as the tackle 
will serve any number of times till the bird- 
lime dries, when it is easily replaced. There 
is no noise made in this kind of hunting to 
drive away the ducks, or to inform the 
neighbors of what is going on about the 
haunts of wild fowl. 

Some very curious customs are connected 
with gloves. For instance, the ceremony of 
removing them when entering the stable of a 
prince or a great man or else forfeiting them 
or their value to the servant in charge. This 
is an odd survival of vassalage, for the re- 
moval of the glove was anciently a mark of 
submission. When lands or titles were be- 
stowed, gloves were given at the same time; 
and when, for any reason, the lands were 
forfeited, the offender was deprived of the 
right to wear gloves. The same idea was 
prevalent in the bestowal of a lady’s glove, 
to be worn in the helmet of her knight, and 
forfeited by him if her favor ceased. In 
hunting, the gloves are to-day supposed to 
be removed at the death of the stag. It-was 
& very ancient form of acknowledgment to 
present a pair of gloves to a benefactor; and 
white gloves are still presented to the judge 
at maiden assizes. 

: ———— 9 ————— —— 

Stephen Allen’s Pocket-Piece, 

Many years ago, the fine steamer Henry 
Clay, which ran between New York and 
Albany, when on her down trip, and just op- 
posit the beautiful city of Yonkers, was 
found to be on fire. The steamer was imme- 


diately headed for the shore, but, notwith- 
Standing its nearness to the land, and the 
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lives were lost. Among the victims was 
Stephen Allen, E«q., an aged man of the 


purest character, formerly a mayor of New 


York, beloved and esteemed by all who 
knew him. In his pocket-book was found a 
printed slip, of which the following is a copy. 
If our young men, and old ones, too, would 


-| practice these precepts, the virtue, patriotism, 


and prosperity of the nation would be vastly 
improved: ; . 

Keep good company or none. 

Never be idle. ; 

Jf your hands cannot be uséfully employed, 
cultivate your mind. ! 

Always speak the truth. 

Make few promises. 

Liv up to your engagements. e. 

Keep your own secrets, if you hav any. — 

When you &peak to & person, look him in 
the face. . ; 

Good company and good conversation are 
the very sinews.of virtue. Boxe 

Good character is above all things else. 

Your character cannot be essentially in- 
jured except by your own acts. i 

If one speaks evil of you, liv so that none 
will believe him. | A Nus 

Drink no kind of intoxicating liquors. 

Ever liv (misfortunes excepted) within 
your income. 

When you retire, think over what you hav 
done during the day. 

Make no haste to be rich, if you would 
prosper. 

Small and steady gains giv competence 
with tranquility of mind. A 

Never play at any game of chance. 

Avoid temptation, through fear you may 
not withstand it. : 

Earn money before you spend it. 
: Never run into debt unless you see a way 
to get out again.. 

Never borrow, if you can possibly avoid it. 

Do not marry until you are able to support 
a wife. 

Never speak evil of anyone. 

Be just before you are generous. 

Keep yourself innocent if you would be 
happy. n 

Save when you‘are young to spend. when 
you are old. © 
: Read over the above maxims at least once 
a week. 

———— —91——————— 


Our Puzzle Box. 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES IN OHILDREN’s CORNER, 
wov. 19, 1887. 
1.-The letter E. 
2.- 


Q 
Des 
Beriak 
AQOME PA 
noon 
Hou 
2 


A Curious Puzzle. 

Two Arabs sat down to dinner. A stran- 
ger requested to join their party, saying that 
as he could not buy provisions in that coun- 
try, if they would permit him to eat an equal 
share with themselvs, he would pay for the 
whole. The frugal meal consisted of eight 
small loaves of bread, five of which belonged 
to one of the Arabs, and three to the other. 
The stranger, having eaten a third part of the 
eight loaves, arose and laid before them eight 
pieces of money, saying: ** My friends, there 
is what I promised you. Divide it between 
you according to your just rights.” i 

A dispute arose, of course, respecting a 
division of the money; but réference being 
made to the cadi, he ajudged seven pieces of 
the money to the owner of the five loaves, 
and only one to him who had the three 
loaves. And yet the cadi decided justly. 

Answer—A has 5 loaves; B has three 
loaves. 'The stranger eats 1-8 of the eight 
loaves, which equals 2 2-3 loaves. There 
would now remain 5 1-3 loaves. Supposing 
that A and B shared alike in eating the re- 
maining 5 1-8, this would giv an amount of 
exactly 2 2.8 loaves to each person. But B 
only had three loaves of his own. Hence the 
stranger could only consume 1-3 loaf belong- 
ing to B. The remainder of the'stranger's 
portion (2 1-3) must hav been part of A's 
loaves. Now, 21-3 or 7-8 was supplied by 
A, and only 1-8 was suppiied by B. But 7.8 
is seven times as great as 1-3; that is, the 
portion belonging to A, which the stranger 
ate, was seven times as great as that portion 
belonging to B consumed by the stranger. 
Wherefore the cadi’s decision was just, viz., 
seven pieces of silver to A and one to B: 

-e 
Correspondence. 


` Omana, NEB., Nov. 20, 1887. 

Dear Miss Wixon: Iam between thirteen 
and fourteen years of age, attend school, am 
in the eighth grade, and study history, 
physical geography,  penmanship, vocal 
music, mechanical drawing, grammar, and 
arithmetic. I hav your book entitled * Story 
Hour,” and think it is a treasure. 

I wrote you a letter last February, and not 
seeing it published, I thought you had not 
received it. We hav taken Tae TRUTH 
SEEKER for nine years, and hav many Liberal 
books from THe Taura SzzxKer office. 


will now close, wishing success to the Corner 
Your friend, MARGARET COLVIN. 

[We hav never before received a letter from 

Margaret. We trust the above may not be 

the last with which she will favor the Corner. 

-—E».C.C] vs e5 Win. ad 


MILLEDGEVILLE, ILL., Nov. 20, 1887. 
Dear Miss. Wixon: I thought I would 
write a few lines to the Corner. My uncle 


"| takes Taz TRUTH BzEkxR. I like to read the 


Corner very much. I hav one sister; she is 
six years old.” I hav the ‘ Apples ef Gold” 
and the ‘‘Storv Hour.” I spoke '' Dare to Be 
True,” ** Our Children,” ** Her Birthday.” I 
spoke ‘‘ Dare to Be True ” at children’s meet- 
ing, the only time I ever had anything to do 
with religious matters, and would not hav then 


| if I could not. hav had the privilege of speaking 


that. Do you know the price of ** The Liberal 
Song Book ?"* Will you please tell me? I 
am afraid I am getting my letter too long, so 
I will close. , A ELLA HUNTER. 
* Twenty-five cents, 
tr 
What Ailed the Sentence. - 


After writing sentences one day the scholars 
exchanged. work for correction. A small boy 
marked an error, and then at the foot of the 
paper made the following explanatory note: 
* He didn’t begin Massevchewsits with a 


'eaterpilla."— Harper's Bazar, 


———— 9-44 -————————— 
_A Profound Reflection. 


** Grandpa.” inquired Johnny Bliss, ** must 
evervbody die?” 

i Yes, my child. Everyone in this world 
must die when his time comes." 

** Well,” long pause, ‘what I'd like to 
know is, who'll bury the last man ?” — Detroit 
F'ree Presa. 

—— A a 
The Long and the Shart of It. 

«Willie Wafflers,” said the teacher, ‘ which 
is the shortest day in the year ?” 

“ Twenty-fust of December,” replied Willie, 
who was Correct as far as the writer knows. 

“And Tommy Tuff may tell us which is 
the longest dav,” said the teacher indulgently. 

* Sunday !” shouted Tommy.—JPAiladelphia 
Chronicle. | i 


. It Was Hot. 

Six-year-old Ned was enjoying the first 
ham ani eggs of the season, and, as the horse 
radish bottle was passed, thought he would 
hav some too. When he had recovered some- 
what from the burning, and bad settled down 
to his breakfast again, he explained the situa- 
tion with : 

“ I guess I'll wait until that gets cold 'fore 
I try it again."— Toledo Journal. 


Conclusiv Logic. 


Little Nell: **Mamma, my doll’s broke her 
head.” 

Omaha mamma: ‘' You careless child, how 
did that happen ?” s . 

t She broke her head her own self; she 
tumbled off the chair.” 

* Now, see here, Nell, dolls can’t tumble 
off chairs themselvs.” 

“ Why, yes. they can, mamma; tumbling 
off is easy enough. It's holding on that they 
can’t do.”—Omaha World. 


Revision, 

Mr. Robert Johnson, who livs on the Fisher 
farm, bas a little boy, Dave, who is just old 
enough to be taught to say his prayers. The 
other evening his mother was teaching him 
the Lord's Praver. and got along very well 
until they reached the line, ** Give us this day 
our daily bread." 

The mother repeated it twice, but the child 
made no attempt to follow her. i 

** Why don't you say it?" urged his mother. 

“Cause I don’t want bread.” said the boy ; 
“I want pie."—0O/1 City Derrick. 


. A Young Anarchist. 

It sounds a little bit irreverent, but as it 
was told by a highly esteemed clergyman, 
and in Sunday-school, too, it is presumably 
tellable in print. A little girl, walking in the 
pub.ic garden on Sunday with ber mother, 
began to play upon the grass, and was in- 
stant y restrained, to her chagrin. 

“ Why can't I run on the grass, mamma ?” 
she exclaimed. 

** Because the policeman will make you go 
off if you do. Don't you see the policeman 
over there? Besides, it is Sunday, and God 
doesn’t want you to play.” 

* Oh, dear," said the little girl, “if it 
wasn’t for the policemans and God, what nice 
times we could hav !"— Boston Transcript. 


FREETHOUGHT *OVEIS. 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonne. 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Oreeds, Day o 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. 
90 cents; cloth, 1.25. 


All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
Miss Susan H. Wixon. “The great charm of 
this novel is its absolute fidelity tonature. Its 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with a vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 

eot to find, ın such a marked degree, even 
rom 80 gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lueid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethought ranks.” Price, 
1.50. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Outeast. A deep, finely written 
Radical story. From the London edition. By 


Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 
80 cents. 


Price reduced. Paper, 
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Ingersolls Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
** Humboldt,” ** "Phomas Paine,” “ Individual- 
ity” and * Herotiós and Heresies.” 


The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: “The Ghosts,” ** Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Child,” «he Declaration of In- 
dependence,”. “About Farmin; i 
“The Grant Banquet,” “ The 
Olark,” “The Past É 


in Illinois," 
ev, Alexander 
5 Rises before Me Like & 
Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon O. Ingersoll." 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
cloth, $1.25, dos 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. ; : 


What Must We Do to Be Saved. Pa- 


` — per, 25 cents. j MES. 

The Christian Heligion. By R. G. 
Ingersoll, Judge Jeremiah f. Black, and. Prof. 
George F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 
10 cents, $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 
large, clear type, and containing as much as 
could be delivered in two ordinary lectures. 

This makes a grand missionary document, 

Liberals should scatter it generously. 


Ingersoll Cateehised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions. Propounded by 
- the editor of the San Franciscan. 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 

, Millions of these should be circulated. 

Vindication of ‘Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. 
Address on the Civil 
Large size octavo; paper, 10 cents. 
Ingersotis Lectures Complete. 

: Bound in one volume. To meet the demand 
for Mr. Ingersóll's works, the publisher, has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on * Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5, Sent by mail postpaid. 
Tributes. There hav been so many 

applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s ‘The Vision 
of War,” the “Grant Banquet Toast,” and 
the recent address over “ Little Harry Mil. 
ler's Grave," that they hav been printed on 
heavy toned Paper, 18x22, illuminated border, 
. and in large, clear type, suitable for framing, 
and the three will be forwarded to any address, 
for 50 cts, or either ono for 15 ota. 
This 


Prose Poems and Selections. 
new book isa gem. It is a model in every re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated * Decoration Day Oration,’ never be- 
fore published; and all the famous “tributes " 
heretofore printed in various shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
yersationsof the author, The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 

urpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 

‘ac simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
.gant library style, 4.50; in fuli Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt, exquisitly fine, 7.50; in full tree 
calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. 


Life. Prose Poem. rinted in 
. eolors on board, beveled gilt edges, 50 cents. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 
poudoir, $1; cabinet. 40 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


J. E. Remsburg’s Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. Asa 
Missionary Document it is nnexcelled. ong 

' the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistics, 

: showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Church and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform; the Woman's Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
,Ohureh and the Republic, . E 

Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture Falsehood and 
Deception ; Cheating; Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Cukinaness to Children; Ornelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchoraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Intemperane , Poverty 
and Vagrancy: Ignorance and Idiocy Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. . 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


&nd most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sunda; Y 

bath; "Testimony of the r 
abb ath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 
Babbath; Testimony of Ohristian Reformers, 


Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday. 


Laws Price, 25 cents; six copies, $1.00. 


Thomas Paine. 
ligions and Political Liberty. 
of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Ohoive extracts from ** Common Sense,” 


* American Crisis," “Rights of Man," and “Age 


; Of Reason ” are given; also, tributes to Paine's 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of urone and America, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, Printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and. containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. A. 

Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 

The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention, January 29, 1884. Price, 


10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


RUPTURES CUREDS 


myMedical Compound and Improved 
lastic Supporter Truss in from 30 to 
90 days. Reliable references given, Send "V — 
stamp fór circular, aud say in what papet 
you saw my advertisement. Address E 


W. A Collings, Smithrille, Jeferma Oe. 


ți 
Rights Bill. 


Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
ristian Fathers; The' 


The Apostle of Re- 
Telis the story. 


- A SPLENDID WORK. 
Mr. Charles Eckhard, treasurer of the American 
Secular Union, has published 


THE NINE DEMANDS 


ina more attractiv form than any in which they 
hav previously appeared. At the head of an en- 
graving on heavy plate paper, 24x19 inches, are 
the cabinet-sized likenesses of JEFFERSON, 
WASHINGTON, and PAINE, the Fathers of our 
Republic. At the sides are FRANKLIN and 
JOHN ADAMS, and between these two are 
printed the Nine Demands of the American Secu- 
lar Union in conspicuous type. At the foot are 
LAFAYETTE, GIRARD, and INGERSOLL, 
making eight likenesses in all. Inscribed be- 
neath each portrait is some radical sentiment 
quoted from the author pictured over it. In the 
space between the portraits and around them are 
arabesques of vines and flowers in profusion, and 
the panel inclosing the Nine Demands is sur- 
mounted on each corner by Mr. Eckhard's design 
of the flag above the cross. The whole makes an 
exceedingly handsome work for framing. The 
artistic part is equal to the bést, and the portraits 
are as true to nature as the photographs from 
which they were transferred. The design will be 
sent postpaid by mail for $1 by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 


A OOMPEND OF THE NATURAL Laws OF In- 
DUBTEIAL PRODUOTION AND 
EXOHANGE. 

By J. K. INcArrs, author of ** Social Wealth.” 


Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLL’S 


Great Centennial Oration 


Declaration of Independence, 
Immortal Document, 


ALSO THE 
And the National Anthem entitled :' 


"LAND OF LIBERTY.” 
Price, 6 cts; 5 copies, 25 cts; 25 copies, $1. 


Address Tux TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
28 Lafayette Place, New Yors. 


ELEMENTS 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY 


= FOR 
HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS AND 
FOR SELF-LNSTRUCTION. 


By Prof. &. M. Couinger, A.M, 


This book is just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of HAC 2,000 
years B.C., On up to 1883, all in a nutshell.—Kunina 
Stenker. . 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place; in the family it would be no 
less important, as conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Wixon.. 

Mr. Cottinger’s intentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable; it may 
be commended as fulfilling its purpose of a con- 
cise and interesting historical text-book.—Miiwau- 


kee Sentinel. 
PRICE, CLOTH, $1. 


CURED. 


WNSWILVWILL dio LNd LON OG 


NOW 18 THE TIME TO BE 


Is 4 Sbunch dnjftucs und U SUCCESS- 
ful Physician. 

The Better Wav, of Cincinnati, O., says, “ We are 
assured that Dr. Fellows, the eminent specialist of 
Vineland, N. J., is an educated gentleman of su- 
perior mind and large attainments, aud that suc- 
cess in his profession has brought him business, 
not only from all parts of this country, but from 
foreign shores. He is in the prime of life and 
able to transact his various professional duties 
promptly and well and giv satisfaction in every 
instance. His references are numbered by thou- 
sands." 7 j 

Dr Fellows treats all those peculiar diseases 
resulting from indiscretion and ignorance of 
youth. Those who are ailing should send 10 centa 
for the Dr.’s little book setting forth an EXTERNAL 
APPLICATION—a positiv cure. ; 

- Address DR. R. P. FELLOWS. 


Vineiand, N. J. 
a” Mention this paper. 


KERSEY GRAVES'S WORKS. 


Biography of Satan; or, & Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cents. y 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-reven bibles and- an exposition of two 
thousand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins, Price, 1.75. 

ix = 

The World's Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of all the doctrines, principies, precepts, 
and miracles of the Christian New Testament. 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
history of sixteen oriental crucified sods. 1.50. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


W.S. BELL'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Conflict between Christianity 
and Civilization. 
PRICE, - - - - - -  150ENTS. 


lt is a stunner; concise, scholarly, and good.— 
M. E. Billings. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
PRICE, 15 CENTS. 

Accept my.thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. 

Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Man.—T, B. Wakeman. 

A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. Itisa very 
pe paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 

e. 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTS. ` 


The number of heads under which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which each point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. _ Therefore 
Itake great pleasure in recommending ‘ Anti- 
Prohibition ” to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self-government.— 
J.J. McCabe. 


For sale at this office. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


Saints and Sinners. 10 cents. 
'fhe History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price,1.2 CONTENTS : 
Section I. Definition of. Hreethought and its 
Early Struggles for Life. Section li, What it 
Owes to Mohammedanism, Section III. Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors. . Section IV. 
Freethought in Contlict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries, Bec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


Secularism; Destruetiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christian Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh.  Oon- 
tents : The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies ; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its. Principles: and its 
Duties, Price, 75 cts. 
Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 


Watts are published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 


Is the Bible Heliable? The Christian Deity 4 


Moral Value of the Bible; Freethought an 

Modern Progress; Christianity, its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and Bible Antagonistic ; 
Christian Scheme of Redem 


tion, For all o 


the above works address THE TRUTH BEEK- 


ER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


Was Jesus an Impostor? A debate between a 
Scotch novelist, Agnes Rollo Wilkie, and Arthur 
8. Moss. The best conducted debate of modern 
times, 100 pp., 25 cts. The Mirror of Free- 
thought. 50 cts. The Bible and Darwinism. 
25et8. Biblical Errors and Secular Truths, 25 
. Two Revelations. 5cta. Bible Horrors; or, 
Real Biasphemy. 5 cts. Bible Makers. 5 cts. 
Bible Saints—Nos. 1, 2, and 3. Each 5cts. Moses 
.vs, Darwin, 5 ets. Socrates, Buddha, and Jesus. 
5cts. Christianity a Degrading Religion. 5 cts, 
Fictitious Gods, 5 cts. Natural 
The Old Faith aud the New. 5cts, Bruno and 
Spinoza. 5cts. The Bible God and His Favorits. 
5cts. Miraele-Workers. 5cts. Health, Wealth, 
and Happiness, 5cts. The Brain and the Soul. 


5cts. Nature and the Gods, 5cts. Design and 
Natural Selection. 5cts. Man and the Lower 
Animals. b cts. 


Address Watts and Co., 17 Johnson’s Court, 
£.0., Lon ton. Eng. 


Bible Temperance: 


LIQUOR DRINKING 


Jommended, Defended, and Enjoined 
by the Bible. 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


This is a companion book to Remsburg’s '* Bible 
Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents, 


Accom TEE, PRUTE SEER, 
DID JESUS CHRIST RISE FROM 
THE DEAD? ) 
The Evidences for the Resurrection Tried 
and Found Wanting. 
By Saladin, 


aa 25 CENTS, 
PRICE, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


an. 5 cts.- 


Ingersoll’s Tributes. 
‘REDUCED IN PRICE. . - 
We hav made arrangements whereby we can 
offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
solls at greatly reduced prices. "The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x32 inches, illumi 
fated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: 
The Vision of War, i 
: The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 
" The price of these heretofore has been 750ts. We 
offer them at FIFTEEN CENTS EACH; THE 
THREE FOR FORTY OENTS. Mailed secure 
from breakage, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 
28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener aro for sale 
at this office. Price, 40c.; with autograph, 50c. 


ROMANISM, 


DANGER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholic 
Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


PROBE, - - - - «= 40 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE STRUGGLE 
FOR 


Re igious and Political Liberty. 


. In which the author shows the repeated attempts 
of men of every age to acquire greater politioal 
liberty ; also vigorously attacks the very founda- 
tion of the religion of every age; dwelling at 
length upon the wrongs of Ireland, and, in detail- 
ing the account of slavery in this country, calls 
the attention of thinking men and women to the 
position of womankind in America. Throughout, 
the work is replete with astounding facts an 
weighty arguments which cannot fail to interest 
the minds of this age. 
By THEO. C. SPENCER. 
Oloth, 12mo., 188pp,, price 75 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
98 Lafayette Place, New York. 


THE CREDIT FONCLER OF SINALOA, 


Published at Hammonton, N. J. Marie Howland 
&nd Eduard Howland, Editors; Jos, Burgher and 
E L. Browne, Printers. This paper is devoted spe- 
cially to the interests of our colonization enter- 
prise,the Credit Foncier of Sinaloa, and ponerally 
to the practical solution of the problem of Integral 
On-oparstion. Price, $1 & year; 50 cepta for six 
months, 9* oante Tor three roonthe 


CABINET PHOTOGRAPHS OF 


C. B. REYNOLDS. 


85 Cents Each. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


The Trinity, from Gibbon' History of Christianity. 


History of Christianity 


` A VINDICATION 


of some passages in the “ History of the Decline and 
Fall ofthe Roman Empire" by 


EDWARD GIBBON, Esq. 


With a Life of Gibbon, preface and notes by the editor, 
including critical notes by Guizot, Milman, Wenck, 
an “ English Churchman,” and other scholars. 

1 vol. 12 mo, 864 pp. Cloth. With 65 engravings. $1,50 
This book shows when, where, and how Christianity 

originated, who were its founders, and what were the 

sentiments, manners, numbers, and condition of the 
primitive Christians. 

“I kuow of no book that contains more real and val. 
uable information upon the origin of Christianity.” ~ 
R. G. INGERSOLL. ‘ ^ 

* One of the most learned and interesting books eve 
written and published." —Boston Investigator. ** 
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Heligions Intelligence. 


Items of.Church News. 


HOW THE LEAVEN OF OHRISTIANITY IS 
LEAVENING THE HUMAN ‘LUMP. 


NOT SURPRISING. e 
: Mary Belovie, a Bohemian woman of 
Omaha, has become insane on religious sub- 
jects, and will probably be given a place in 
the asylum.— Omaha Herald. . 
AN OFF-O0LOR FOANDAL. 

New Brunswick, Oct. 28.— William Will. 
iams, colored, has been dropped from the roll 
of the First Methodist church on account of 
his alleged relations with a white woman 
named Hassell. who is also a member of the 
church and who sang in the choir. The 
elders became aware of the scandal about 
two weeks ago, but kept it quiet. 

ESCORTED THENOE. 

The Rev. Robert Rayson, of the Methodist 
church at Greenwood, confessed to gross 
immoralities, and was promptly dismissed. 
On bis way to take the train at Withee he 
was followed by a crowd that loudly threat- 
ened tar and feathers. Rayson, who came 
from Canada, was preaching on trial in the 
Western Conference. — Daily Northwestern, 
Oshkosh, Wis. 

AMUSEMENT AT A COLORED OHUROH PIONIO. 

Columbia, S. C.,-Oct. 5.—At a negro Sun- 
day-schoo! celebration in Greenville county 
several drunken darkies became involved in 
a quarrel among themselvs, during which 
Richard Johnson was shot and instantly 
- killed by Jeff Bailey, who was also shot and 
seriously injured by another negro whose 
name is unknown. 

HO, EVERY ONE THAT THIReTETH ! 

New Haven, Oct. 28.—A few weeks ago the 
pastor of the Catholic church in Portland, 
Conn.. decided to hold afair, and went among 
his parishoners to solicit articles. James 
Laverty, a wholesale liquor dealer, contribu- 
ted a barrel of beer, which the priest accepted, 
and for the past few nights the attendants at 
the fair hav been taking chances on the beer 
at twenty-five cents a ticket. — ' 

A SAINT, NO DOUBT. 

Grand Rapids, Mich., Sept. 20. —Rev. Geo. 
W. West, rector of Grace church, denies that 
he has been guilty of any indecency with any 
person, boy or girl, and alleges that he never 
made an indecent proposition in his life. His 
church was attended by about the usual con- 
gregation jast Sunday, and his resignation 
has been accepted. This, of course, prevents 
the formal investigation of any of the charges 
against him. 

AN INHARMONIOUS SOOIABLE- 

A church sóciable and hugging bee at Elk 
Creek broke up ina row recently. A with- 
ered remnant of a man, aching for a smack 

of sweet sixteen or thereabouts, blew in fifteen 
cents and was blindfolded. The managers 
ran his wife against him, and the squeeze he 
gave her made her ache. When the bandage 
was removed and he discovered the swindle, 
he bowled like a madman, smote the manager 
on the jaw, and choked the treasurer till he 
refunded.—Dawson county, Neb., Herald, 

PROGRESS IN THE CORA LEE OASE. 

Independence, Mo., Oct. 5. — Attorneys 
were engaged in taking depositions in the 
fumous Cora Lee case, which will be.on trial 
at Springfield, Mo., in a few days, It seems 
that Dave Fisher, colored, was & porter in the 
Laclede Hotel, in this city, when the party 
composed of the Rev. George E. Graham, 
Mrs. Malloy, the revivalist, and Miss Lee 
stopped there July 26, 1886, and registered as 
Gratum and wife and Mrs. Malloy. After 
Graham was killed, Dave Fisher saw his 
picture, and recognized it as the man, Gra- 
ham, who estopped at the hotel at the time.— 
Kansas City Post. 

A METHODIOAL METHODIST SUICIDE. 

Cleveland, Oct. 2.—Rev. Henry Clemmens, 
a Free Will Methodist preacher in Holmes 
county, this state, committed suicide Friday 
night under very peculiar circumstances. He 
for along time preached the doctrin of per- 
fection, and asserted that he was sanctified, 
and therefore sinless in the sight of God. 

Friday night he arose from his bed, took a 
loaded shoigun that stood in a corner of the 
room, placed the muzzle of the gun in his 
mouth, and discharged the weapon. His wife 
was awakened by the report, and lighting a 
lamp, found the body of her husband on the 
floor. 

AN ENGLISH OURATE MURDERS HIS VIOAR. 

The curate, the Rev. Gilbert Conper, was 
brought before the magistrates, at Framling- 
ham, Suffolk, yesterday forenoon, and, after 
formal evidence, remanded till Thursday on a 
charge of murdering his vicar, the Rev. Wm. 
Farley, seventy-three years of age. In the 
afternoon the inquest took place at Creting- 
ham, when, after evidence Lad -been given by 
the widow, a woman in the prime of life, she 
was subjected by one of the jury to severe 
cross-examination respecting her relations 
with the prisoner. She dented that there had 
ever been any impropriety between them, 
saying she treated prisoner as a boy. She 
showed great indignation at the repetition of 


questions suggesting levity of conduct. The 
groom of the deceased, in cross-examination, 
said he had known his mistress go to Mr. 
Cooper’s room before he was up in the morn- 
ing, but she stayed no time. After the doc- 
tor had described the wound and the police 
the arrest, the jury returned a vediet of ** wil- 
ful murder” against Cooper. The latter re- 
marked it was not wilful. The coroner rec- 
ommended him to say nothing at present. 
Prisoner was composed and attentiv during 
the proceedings, but his eyes had a wild, 
scared expression. —Liverpool Post. 
** HAPPY BOB.” 

Robert E. Van Brunt, otherwise known as 
* Happy Bob," because of his connection 
with the Balvation Army, was tried and con- 
victed in February of the murder.of Will Roy 
at Castile, on Oct. 7.1886 Van Brunt claimed 
to be engaged to Eva Roy, a pretty girl of 
sixteen years, a half sister of Will Roy. He 
was living in the house of the girl’s parents, 
and coming from his room at midnight found 
Eva and her half brother in conversation in 
the sitting-room. In a fit of jealous anger he 
drew a revolver and shot the victim, for 
which crime he will be hanged December 8th. 

FELL FROM GRACE. oe 

Eau Claire, Wis., Oct. 5.—The sheriff of 
this county arrested at Arkansaw, an isolated 
village in the adjoining county of Pepin, the 
Rev. Henry Overing. a Methodist minister, 
on the charge of seduction, preferred by a 
young lady living in the town of Washington, 
three miles east of here. Overing. who has 
been preaching in that locality during the 
summer, was brought to this city for exam- 
ination, and the testimony was so strong 
against him that he was held for appearance 
at the circuit court.. His friends were greatly 
surprised at his arrest, and furnishing bonds 
for his appearance, he was temporarily 
released.— Daily Northwestern, 

t RAZORS FLYING THROUGH THE AIR." 

New Orleans, La., Nov. 1.—A fatal affray 
at a negro church is reported from West 
Feliciana parish. Following a custom in 
vogue among plantation negroes in portions 
of the South, two members of the congre- 
gation exchanged wives two years ago. The 
bargain did not prove satisfactory, and quar- 
rela arose among the members of the much 
mixed families. It was decided a few days 
ago by the parties involved to meet at the 
church and settle all difficulties by a general 
fist fight. A large number were present. 
As soon as the parties came together, knives 
and pistols were drawn, and a bloody riot 
followed, the result of which was that Ed- 
mund Turner and Gibson Clark, the princi- 
pals, were killed outright, and James Stow- 
bury was severely, if not fatally, wounded. 

IMPOTENT FAITH. 

Eugene P. Banter and his wife are two of 
the many converts of faith cure in Hammonds- 
port, Pa. Recently the daughter. a bright 

irl of twelve years, was taken ill with a mild 
orm of scarlet fever. The fever passed away, 
but she still contiuued sick. Her parents 
would not employ a doctor, but depended on 
the faith cure. The girl lay day after day- 
without any medical attendance until the 
neighbors began to expostulate with the par- 
ents about it. They still refuséd to employ a 
doctor, until the neighbors told them that the 
girl was dying. Then they called in a phy- 
sician, but it was too late. She was beyond 
the doctor's skill and died within a few min- 
utes. The physician says that if she had 
had proper treatment she would hav lived, 
and he blames her parents very much for 
their neglect. 
BOB OHISHOLM. JIMMY DENNIS— TIME! 

Hannibal, Mo., Sept. 30.—At the *' Sancti- 
fication” or ‘* Holiness’? Camp in this city, 
the Rev. J. Dennis, one of the evangelists, 
preached last night a sermon on the subject 
of “ Glorification.” The Rev. Robert Chis- 
holm took exceptions and called him to 
order, but the speaker continued. Chisholm 
therefore mounted the rostrum and began to 
speak. Each tried to cry the other down, 
and, failing in this, they clinched, and each 
tried to pull the other off the platform. Dur. 
ing the excitement some one blew out the 
lights, and the meeting came.to an abrupt 
termination. Each had the other arrested, 
and to day at the trial the Rev. Chisholm was 
fined $5, which he paid, and the Rev. Dennis 
$10, but he was unable to pay the fine, and 
now lies in jail. i 


WORSE THAN ANAROHISM. 

San Francisco, Oct. 3.—Passengers by the 
Australian steamer which arrived Saturday 
bring details of a most revolting tragedy that 
occurred in New South Wales August 28ih. 
Wadham Wyndham, a man of excellent 
standing. becoming suddenly atiacked with 
religious frenzy, murdered his wife and three 
children, all of whom he loved most dearly. 
In explanation he said that he felt called upon 
by God to commit the deed. The resurrec- 
tion was near, and their time had come. As 
Wyndham's wife offered resistance, he took 
her outside and with a stone broke in her 
skull. He then took a carving-knife and fork 
and thrust them into her side. He also 
pierced her hands and feet, explaining after- 
ward that he intended to crucify her, as 
Christ was crucified. His favorit daughter 
had four cuts on her forehead, aud the right 
side of the skull was beaten into pulp. She 
had two pierced marks on her breast, two on 


* 
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each foot, and twoon each hand. The marks 
appeared to hav been made with a fork. The 
left side of the skull of his son was battered, 
his left side was pierced in two places, as also 
were his hands and feet. 'The other son 
seems to hav been killed directly by a cruel 
fork thrust entirely through the left side of 
his body. The hands and feet of all were 
pierced, as it was Wyndham's intention to 
nail the bodies to a cress, they refusing to be 
thus nailed while alive. 
SWALL BUSINESS. : 

„A church committee at Xenia, O., ap- 
pointed by the Cincinnati conference, Meth- 
odist Episcopal church. to investigate charges 
against the Rev. H. M. Keck, stationed at 
Cedarville, O., found the minister guilty, and 
recommended his suspension from the minis- 
try. The charge against him was the larceny 
of a flat-iron from the store of Joshua Wolf 
in Xenia. It was shown at the trial in the 
mayor's court that he put the iron in a bucket 
and hid it in his buggy, where it was found 
by a man who suspected him. Mr. Keck 
said in explanation that he had taken mor- 
phine that day, and did not know what he 
was doing —Sun. -. 

JEREMIAH IN THE OHARAOTER OF DAVID. 

Grand Rapids, Mich., Sept. 19.—Prosecut- 
ing Attorney Clay has been to Cedar Springs 
to hear the story of the young German girl 
who claims to hav been ruined by Elder Jere- 
miah Pavne, a religious exhorter and super- 
visor of Solon township. The girl says, while 
Mrs. Payne was away visiting during the 
summer, Payne sustained criminal relations 
with her at different times until she became 
enciente. He gave her presents of a ring, 
shoes, and other small articles, exacting a 
promis from her that she would never speak 
of the matter. Last Thursday night the girl 
suffered a miscarriage, and to the physician 
and other attendants she said Payne was 
responsible for her- condition. The investi- 
gation will be continued this afternoon, and 
papers issued for the arrest of Payne to- 
morrow. 

A SPIRITUOUS-MINDED MINISTER. 

It is reported that a minister of the Chris- 

tian Baptist church has been doing an exten- 


‘siv manufacturing business at the head of 


Laurel Creek, in Boone county, W. Va. He 
bas made thousands of dollars by the illicit 
distilling of whisky, and has managed the 
business so nicely as to escape detection by 
the government officials. To the outside 
world he was known only as a marble-cutter 
and a manufacturer of pottery ware. He had 
a large dry-house built for drying the pottery 
ware before putting it in the kiln to be burned. 
It is said that in this dry-house he erected a 
still, and has carried on the business of mak- 
ing whisky for several years, until he bas 
accumulated a small fortune. He closed up 
his business a few days ago and. announced 
his intention of going on a lecturing tour 
through the country. 
A PREACHER AND A HORSETHIEF. 

Venita, I. T., Oct. 30.—Manjos DeLong, 
alias Rev. James H. Healy, who was arrested 
at Joplin, Mo., on the charge of horse-steal- 
ing, is meeting with. his just dues. He has 
figured here at this place since July 2, 1887, 
as a Baptist minis er, and was about to be 
taken into the Methodist Episcopal confer- 
ence, which was in session here two weeks 
ago, when he was discovered to hav run off 
with a team belonging to a man of this city. 
Healy was captured just this side of Baxter 
Springs, but jumped from the buggy, turning 
the horse loose, and crossed the line just as 
the officers got in shooting distance of him. 
He next turned up at Oswego, Kan., where 


| he played the ‘‘saw-mill racket" on a man 


named Johnson to the tune of $25, claiming 
he had a saw-mill at Venita and wanted 
Johnson to go there and run it for him, 
requesting a deposit.of $25 as a guarantee of 
good faith on the part of Johnson. Healy 
owes a number of store bills, etc. 
ONE OF THE WORST. 

Eleven fair ladies sat up in a tree, 

Singing willow, tit willow, tit willow; 
That man is as naughty as nanghty can be, 

Singing willow, tit willow, tit willow. 
On, what shall we do, and what will the world say? 
Ob, why did we trust the vile wretch for a day? 
Oh, why did he weaken and giv us away? 

Singing willow, tit willow, tit willow. . 

The Rev. Rayson has been officiating at the 
Methodist Episcopal church at Greenwood for 
a year or more. Since early last winter ugly 
rumors hav bsef afloat concerning his re- 
lations with different female attendants at 
church, and several times & great social up- 
heaval has been predicted by persons at Green- 
wood who allege this criminal in'imacy on 
the part of Ruyson. Several of the most 
prominent members of the Methodist Epis- 
copal church withdrew on account of Hay. 
son’s conduct, and the matter has been kept at 
a fever-heat until the departure of the rever- 
end gentleman, which took place week before 
Jast. Upon his going away, it came out that 
Rayson had made a confession which impli. 
cated some of the first families of Greenwood 
Thereupon he was followed and brought 
back, and when threatened with prosecution 
for slander, he dared his former associates to 
go ahead, and he would bring before the 
court members of families of whom there had 
been no suspicion of wrongdoing. The pros- 
ecution of Ravson was then dropped. 

The social firmament of the village glistens 
with some of the brightest intellects of which 
any community can boast; some of the truest 


‘wives and mothers—ladies who are eruelly 


hurt by the broad assertion that in the Rayson 
scandal the first families of Greenwood are be- 
smirched. If a black-hearted Rayson has de- 
spoiled any homes, let a mantle of charity cover 
the wreck and time blot out the memory of the 
fiend. For Rayson we hav no word of sym- 
pathy, but hope. if he has committed the 
crime he claims to bav done, the record of it 
will precede. him wherever he.may go, and 


save female virtue from his blighting touch. : 


— Neillsville, Wis., Times, 
WORSE THAN LOT. 

Nashville, Tenn., Oct. 20.—A brutal and re- 
markable attempt at murder is reported from 
Liberty, DeKalb county, Tenn. While two 
young men were walking in the woods, two 
miles and & half from Liberty, they started to 
cross the public road, when they were startled 
to see in the road the prostrate form of a 
woman. Her face was so disfigured and her 
face and hands so covered with blood that they 
were unable to recognize her or totell, indeed, 


whether she was & negro or white person. . 


There was a dwelling half a mile distant, and 
one of them rushed there for assistance. Ou 
his return with Mr. Scott to where the pros- 
trate form lay, at that moment she struggled 
feebly and said: ‘‘ Father, you won't kill me.” 
Then they saw that she was a white woman, 
the daughter of Rev. J. H. Vickers, who 
lived in that neighborhood. 

The young men assisted her to the residence 
of Mr. Griffith, her grandfather, to whom she 
told the circumstances of her attempted assas- 
sination. She stated she was riding along to 
attend religious services at Cooper's chapel 
one mile distant from Mr. Grffith’s, where 
she had been living for several months ; some 
one rushed from behind a small cedar tree, 
struck her with a large stick and jerked her 
off the horse she was riding, when she became 
unconscious. She says the person who as- 
saulted and struck her was no other than her 
own father. The person attempting to com- 
mit the foul deed was terribly in earnest. 
The girl is perfectly helpless, although 
rational. Her nose is cut nearly off, her eat 
is split, her scalp has perhaps twenty wounds 
about an inch in length, while the skull is 
fractured in three places. The physicians 
pronounce tbe injuries fatal. 

The neighborhood is aroused and there are 
threats of lynching Vickers. "The'past bad 
terms on which Miss Vickers and father had 
been, because of a former relation of hers 
to the cffect that her father had frequently 
made indecent proposals to her, together 
with the girl's statement, and that of one or 
two witnesses’ testimony, renders the girl's 
statement plausible, to say the least. Vick- 
ers has been arrested.— Daily Times. 

THE OREMORNE MISSION SCANDAL. 

A moral thunderbolt fell in full prayer- 
meeting on Thursday night at the Cremorne 
Mission in West Thirty-third street. On the 
platform at that time sat Mrs. McAuley, 
leader of the mission and widow of Jerry 
McAuley, who was as famous for his monu- 
mental reformation as for the vices of his 
previous career, and several gentlemen who 
are prominent in the cause of reclaiming the 
fallen and despised. One of these gentlemen 
was the Rev. Bradford L. Gilbert, the well 
known architect, of No. 71 Broadway. Mr. 
Gilbert has for sixteen years taken a very 
activ part in the meetings held by the mis- 
sion, and he belongs to the Board of Trustees. 
At an interestiug point of the Thursday even- 
ing services, a man arose in the middle of the 
audience and walked up to the platform. 


Then he deliberately drew two papers from’ 


his pocket and presented one to Mrs. Mc- 
Auley and the other to Mr. Gilbert, saying to 


each of them separately, so that everybody 


could hear, ** This is for you.” The man was 
a Westchester county court officer. The 
legal documents were the complaints and 
summonses in two suits at law brought by 
Mrs. Cora Rathbone Gilbert against Mr. 
Bradford L. Gilbert, her husband, and Mrs. 
Jerry McAuley, in the Supreme Court at 
White Plains, Westchester county. The first 
action is one for absolute divorce on the 
ground of infidelity to marital vows, and Mrs. 
McAuley is made the corespondent. It is 
alleged that the intimacy between tbem as- 
sumed a criminal character a good while ago ; 
that they hav been frequently, almost con- 


stantly, together; that their common interest: 


in the mission has served as a cloak to their 
ain, and that they hav broken the seventh 
commandment over and over again. The 
places were these alleged acts occurred are 
for the most part very generally designated, 
but the affidavits are specific in regard to one 
of them, and that is the mission. Mrs. Mc- 
Auley resides in the.same building, upstairs, 


and there it is alleged that their guilty love ` 


took its present course. The second suit is 
directed against Mrs. McAuley, and is based 
very largely upon the same evidence as the 
other. It accuses the superintendent of the 
mission of alienating the affections of Mr. 
Gilbert from his wife, and demands $50,000 
as & compensation for the injury thus in- 
flicted.—New York Herald. 


A FRISKY METHODIST PREACHER. 

From the Los Angeles Times it is learned 
that the Rev. Dr. John White, Methodist, has 
been undergoing tribulation. The Times givs 
this account of the trial: ‘‘ Young Bowers 
testified that the Rev Mr. White had often in 
his presence used vulgar and indecent lan- 
guage; that on one occasion he and the doc- 
tor were standing on the steps of the court 
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.nouse at Ventura; that & lady unknown to 
him passed. The doctor made the remark: 
‘There goes a woman with fine breast works.’ 
.. He was surprised and disgusted at the doc- 
tors language. 


houses of tbe city. In the house of Jennie 
Miller he heard what he thought was a famil- 
iar voice. He looked into the room whence 
the sounds came, and saw Dr. White in & 
compromising position with one of the in- 
mates. He was fondling and kissing the 
woman. They were both partially undressed. 
The doctor bet on horse races, and att: nded 
dog and chicken fights, and was always and 
wanted to appear as one of the boys. De 
Moss Bowers testified that White’s infiuence 
was bad in the community. That he was cor- 
rupting the young men and setting a bad ex- 
&mple. That his son had told him of the in- 
cident regarding the lady, and that he had, 
upon White's promis to amend for the past, 
suppressed the evidence. White kept going 
from bad to worse, was in constant company 
of low and loose associates, and he was bring- 
ing the Methodist Episcopal church into dis- 
repute.. Charles Hail stated that Dr. White 
had upou divers occasion in his hearing used 
vulgar and indecent language. That he had 
more than once acted in an unministerial 
manner, and was in the habit of associating 
with vicious persons. Ile seemed to be at 
home in company which any respectable man 
would be ashamed to own. That he, the doc- 
tor, was in the habit of standing on the street 
corn r upon a rainy or muddy day, and 
waiching the ladies as they tripped over the 
muddy crossings. That the doctor had often 
boasted to him of his many conquests among 
the fair sex, and how this lady was sweet on 
him, and that lady had sent him a tender 
note. How though he was a minister of the 
gospel, he was still human and one of the 
‘boboys.’ After being out about one hour 


and ten minutes, the committee found Dr. | 


White guilty as cnarged, and suspended him 
from the ministry for one year." 
ABBREVIATED OHUROH NOTES. | 

Rev. Wm. Fraser, Brighton, Eng., dies in 
pulpit. ; 

Rev. Thomas Rose, Taylor, Pa., committed 
suicide. : 

Rev. Mr. Millen, Brooklyn, adjudged im- 
moral Fired. 

Rev. Mr. Decker, Brooklyn, adjudged im- 
moral. Fired. . 

Thomas Fodge dropped dead in Fourth 
avenue church. : 

Rev. Mr. Hooper, Kingston, N. Y., cruelty 
to wife. She leaves him. : 

Rev. O. F. Iogoldsby arrested at Starkey, 
N. Y. Grand larceny— $2 000. 

Rev. Ditcasson, Montreal, Can., outrage on 
a young girl. Publicly flogged. : : 

Sensational divorce case, Baltimore, in- 
volves a priest and a theologian. 

Harman Spence fell off church spire at 
Gettysburg, Pa. Instantly killed. 

Rev. W. T. Davis, Boston, disorderly 
preaching. Fined $200 and jailed. l 

Rev. E. M. Williams and Thomas Decker, 
Magnolia, Ark., fight. Williams killed. 

Rev. Mr. Tidball, Camden, N. J., offends 
Mrs. Waller. Is thrashed by Mr. Waller. 

Revival at Needmore, Teun. Floor givs 
way. Seventy persons injured, one fatally. 

Deacon David Wright, Hoboken, N. J., 
cut his throat with a razor. Tob pious to liv. 

Robert Ridgely, Baltimore, goes to church 
in sound health; kneels at altar, and drops 
dead. : 

Rev. Mr. Jackson, Atlanta, Ga., preaches 
effectiv sermon, Cashes bogus check, and 
skips. 


Rev. Mr. Glazebrook, Elizabeth. N. J., de- 


fear in crim. con. Vindicated by devoted 
ock. 

Rev. Thomas B. Miller, Philadelphia, seduc- 
tion, malpractice. Seven years’ imprison- 
ment. 

Jóhn C. Felt, New York, religious insanity. 
Runs through the street howling. Insane 
asylum. : 


Rev. Brother Azarias, Washington, D.C., f 


immoral letters. 
washed. 

Rev. Edward Trevor, Laurel Hill, N. Y., 
revolting conduct with boy. Leaves place 
suddenly. 

s Rev. Mr. Gulick, Brooklyn, crooked finan- 
ciering. Debts paid by flock and shepherd 
vindicuted. 

Leach, Sunday-school superintendent, Park 
Ringe, N. J., assaults Revivalist Mnason. 
Fined $1,000. 

Colored Methodists, Nyack, N. Y., hold 
church reception. Prince Hankerson fatally 
fatally stabbed. : 

Rev. David Wright, Caldwell Co., N. C., 
leaves wife and twelve children and elopes 
with Mrs. Andrews. 

Rev. David Seymour, Janesville, Wis., 
goes to Europe with parishioner's wife and 
church fuuds. Arrested. 

Sexton Bt. Paul's church, Newark, N. J., 
criminal assault on fifteen-year-old daughter. 
Penitentiary seven years. 

Rev. Father Kirner, New. York, builds 
parochial school. Violates building permit. 
Building falls, killing six workmen and Kirner 
himseit. Coroner's jury lay responsibility on 
Kirner. : 


Vindicated, £.&., white- 


THE CONFESSIONAL: 
ROMISH AND ANGLICAN. à 
An Heposé, 
_ By BALADIN. Price, 80 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, - 


Upon another occasion he |. 
was making the rounds of the sporting- f 


AND SQUARE. 


Unrivaled in Tone, {Touch and Workmanship, 


4 x 


Q, ls FAOTORY & WAREROOMS, MT o 
Cor. eyvth St O Third AV xeu on. 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 
The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 


hammer Logio unsurpassed.”  8vo., 883pp., By J. K. INGALLS. 


Deity Analyzed and the Devil’s De- Price, Cloth, - +. $1.00, 
fense. A thorough analysis of the Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
claims for the existence of the Bible deity, and 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


an examination in verse of the charges gener» ————______ Á—————— 
PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER 


ally brought against his Satanic majesty. 
DEATH IMPROBABLE. 


~- 12mo, 466pp., 1.50. 
Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
By L. R. SMITH. 
Pamphlet, 32pp., 12mo, - Price, 10 cents. 


goes not 80 far to sustain Spiritualism as to j 
Published and for sale by 


SOCIAL WEALTH 


| Z'he Sole Factors and Ézact Ratios in Its 
Acguirement and Apportionment. 


show that Ohristians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12mo, 945pp., $1. 


HISTORY THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
- OF THE ETC ee te OPE NU OEC LE OL DIET EU CE TO QUIA Foie SAE NER 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT TH N E W : I ) 
Of Europe. . E G O e 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Becretary of the American Secular Union. 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 


Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $3. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


HOW TO STRENCTHEN 


Price 10 cents. 
Address Tug TRUTH BrkkrR Company. 


THE MEMORY; SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 


. OB) BIBLE, 
Natural and Scientific Methods Of| 4 perfectly reliable accurate pamphlet, Though 


H &non ug, itis now kn to bet k : 

Never Forgetting. Bonn, one of our ablest correspondents, Store 

By M. L. HOLBROOK, M.D. than 80,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cents. 
12mo,160 pp. - - I 


For sale at this office. 
TRUTH SEEKER Co., 
Address THE Latayette Pl., New York. 


$1.00) 
| BINDE R for THE.TRUTH SEEKER 


For the benefit of our read- 

‘rs who preserve their papers 

M | ve offer a new style of binder, 

|| aade for the purpose, and 

fi vith the heading of Tne 

ii} [RUTH SEEKER printed io 

É ‘old letters ou the outside. 

. — ei (bis binder allows the open- 

bg of the papers perfectly flat. It also allows the 
aki 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


oR, l 
The Forgery ot the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 


BY ng out and replacing of one or more papers 
; H &ny part of the file without disturbing the 
H.J. BEIGNEURET, other parta: n rea 
ent by mail. postpaid, for *1. : 
Secularist. ' Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Price, 5 E a s 10 cents. tf 28 Lafayette Pi., New York. 


THIRD EDITION. 


BIBLE MYTHS, 


AND THEIR PARALLELS IN OTHER RELIGIONS: 


BEING A 


Comparison of the Old and New Testament Myths and Miracles with those 
: of Heathen Nations of Antiquity, 


CONSIDERING ALSO THEIR ORIGIN AND MEANING. 


WITH NUMEROUS ILLUSTRATIONS. 


A Very ancient granite, which isnow in the museum at 
the ‘Indian House," was dug from the ruins ofa temple in 
the island of Bomba;. It is, as described by the late 
Thomas Maurice, (Zndian Antiquities, vol 1v, p. 372,) 
**À bust composed of three heads, united to one body, adorn- 
ed with the oldest symbols of the Indian Theology, and thus 
expressly fabricated according to the unanimous confession 
of the sacred sacerdotal tribe of India, to indicate the 
CREATOR, the PRESERVER, and the REGENERATOR of man- 
kind ; which establishes the solems fact, that from the remo- 
test eras, the Indian nations had adored 4 TRIUNY DEITY.” 

Nearly all the Pagan nations of antiquity, in their various 
sheological systems, acknowledged a Trinity in the divine 
nature. This is shown in Srere MYTHS. 


1 Vol 8vo., cloth, about 600 Pages. Price, $2.50. 
Sent post-paid by the TRUTH SEEAZAR. 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 25. 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall; Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth' 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rate 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere, could not write 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Ear 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wm. HENRY 
Burr. Price, 25cents. For sale at this office. 


WHO WANTS THEM? 


Pair Diamond Eard-ops worth $400 for $280; do. 
#250 for ¥150; do. $120 for $80; do. $60 for 445; Ao, 
740 for £25; 1 Diamond Pin, worth p825, fur $220; 
do. 3180 ior 1135; do, $150 for «110; do. $100 for 165; 
do. $65 for $45; do. £38 ror $28. 1 Riug or Stua 
worth $185 fur $140; do. $150 for $110; do. $90 for 
i65; do. $65 for $45 ; do. $50 for 485. a full liue of 
-»ualler Diamond Goods same discounts. WILL 
HEFUND CASH IN FULL FUR ANY OF THE ABOVE AT 
ANY TIME DURING ONE YEAR IF NOT BATISFATONY, 
Best " Howard" Waron, Eiegaut Diamond-set 
vases Worth $300 for 1220; similar $200 tor $150; do. 
$150 for $110. Ladies’ Watch, 50 Diamonds, worth 

20, for $159; do Diamonds aud Rubies, . 140 for 
-100; do. $100 for 470... A fall line of regular suy les, 

qually low. Wedding Rings & specialty. Cab- 
vet Orgaus worth $150 tor $75; do. $109 for 150. 
Music Box, 10 aire, $32. worth $45; do. 328; do. B 
+s $18 worth $25. 100 Plush ana Leather Albums, 
largest Rize, $1 tu $10, nearly half price. 100 Piush 
loet, Jewelry, Mauicure, Shaving, and ¢ hild’s 
3 ts, $1 to $15, same reductions, Best Triple 
Plated Kuives $3 50; Forks $3 50 per dozen. Triple 
piated Tea-+p ous $1.50: Tabie-spoons i3 40 ver 6. 
Best Spectacie or Eye-Glass #1, Pebbles 32, Guid 
6 and 47 (Send hue of finest priut you can read 
piainly at 141nches and I cau fit you). Taman 
expert in my hne—yonur home jeweler must hav 30 
ro 50 per cent profit—I will serve you hovestly aud 
viv you the advantage of my] ng experience for 
5 to 10 per cent. OTTO WETTS1 EIN, 

Rochelle, Ill. 


: PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli. | 
cal Works. l 


By THOMAS PAINE, 


“The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, on Bix copies for 


THE ORISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from, Grea 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more suck 
faming arguments . . wil not leave num. 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa 


ration.” 
Price, 35 cents. 


For either of these works or any of Paine’ 
writings, Address THE RUTH SEEKER. 


VOLT AIRES ROMANCES. 


OONTENTS : 

‘The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.— Zadig 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princes, 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowus. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of. Nature.—Microniegas.— 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the White 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversatior 
With a Ohinese.—Plato's Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages: laid paper. With 65 
engravings. Price, cloth, beveled boards, $1.£0; pa- 
per covers, $1. Half calf or half morocco, marbled 


dges, $4.00, 
edges $4.0) dress THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE DAWNING. 


A NOVEL. 


.* Oh, heaven! Apollo is once more among 
herdsmen of Admetus, and the herdsmen kn 
not it is the Sun-god !” 


An octavo volume of nearly 400 pages, bound 
cloth. Price, $1.50. X 


ddress THE TRUTH SEEKER Co, 

ATUM a Lafayette Piace, New York 

THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 
From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION. 
Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH BEEKER CO. 


WORKS OF O. B. WHITFORD, M.D, 


Christianity a Reward for Crime. 
Authenticated by the Bible. 
Paper, 12mo, 29 pages, - - = 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 
Paper, 12mo, 47 pages, - - - 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 250. 


10c. 


150 


A Masonic Vindication of Right. 
A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 86 pages; =- - ~ -~ 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


bo 


SEND POSTAL to Leftwich Bros. and Curtis, 
Fioreuce, Ala. for description of cheap land in 
the Sunny South. 1545 


Infidel Death Beds. 
By G. W. FOOTE. 


Price; - - 2 cents. 
Address THE TROTH SEEKER. 


734 


Hews of the Week. 
, PnonrBITION was defeated by a small major- 


ity in Atlanta, Ga., on the 26th ult. 


A DETATOHMENT of the Salvation Army was 
mobbed in Quebec, Can., on Sunday. 


AocozDIiNG to the report of the director of 
the mint, there is more than a billion dollars 
in the national treasury vaults in coin and 
bullion. 


A sTRIkE among negro plantation hands at 
Thibodeaux, La., last week was attended by 
riot and bloodshed. About twenty-five per- 
sons were killed. 


IT pleased Providence to allow the Pilgrim 
Congregational church at Duluth, Minn., to 
be destroyed by fire last Sunday. "The loss 
in money, is $35,000. 


Gzorgz W. Prior, a former clerk in the 


` Bible House, New York, is under arrest for 


; 


breaking open a contribution box and appro- 
priating its contents. 


Mrs. Maraarer Kipper, of Chicago, went 
out of curiosity to see a faith cure doctor. 
She got interested, took lessons in the art, 
and in due season became insane. 


Tux annual report of First Assistant Post- 
master-General Stevenson shows that the 
whole number of post-offices in operation in 
the United States on June 80, 1887, was 
55,157. : 


NewspeaLers in Connecticut and Massa- 
chusetts hav been arrested for vending the 
New York Evening Telegram containing cuts 
of the photographs seized in this city by An- 
thony.Comstock. 


THE government of New South Wales, 
through its agents in this city, offers $125,000 
to American inventors for any process that 
will exterminate rabbits, which hav become a 
pest throughout Australia and New Zealand. 


Aw attempt made in Limerick, Ireland, |. 


to hold a demonstration in honor of the so- 
called Manchester martyrs on Sunday was 
suppressed by the police. At other places 
meetings for the same purpose were not inter- 
fered with. ` 


A New Yonx daily suggests that ‘‘ Anthony 
Comstock should look after the trees in the 
Central Park. Stripped of their leafy garb, 
their bare limbs exposed to the blasts of No- 
vember—why, there's.& genuin Comstock 
lode up there.” ; 


Os Nov. 23d, at Salt Lake City, Utah, Mar- 
shal Dyer, the receiver of the Mormon church 
property, took possession of all the books 
and property in the office of the president of 
the church. The Mormon people view the 
&ct as unconstitutional. 


A woman and four male accomplices, con- 
victed of an attempt at forgery in Lancaster, 
B. C., last week, were sentenced to giv each 
other twenty lashes with a whalebone whip, 
which sentence was executed, and the victims 
allowed to go their ways. 


Tux Fenians of New York held a meeting 
last week to commemorate the deaths of some 
other Fenians who were hanged for murder 
some years ago. The meeting divided over 
the question of popery and anti-popery, and 
the services of the police were necessary to 
prevent a riot. McGlynn and one Caffrey 
were the firebrands. 


Tue German parliament opened on the 
24th, the emperor’s speech being read from 
the throne. "Besides the usual political plati- 
tudes, the emperor sets forth that God's de- 
crees rule in the destiny of nations as much 
as in the destiny of individual men—which is 
probably true. He further says that firm 
confidence in God is the chief defense of the 
empire, but in view of the same the speech 
does not recommend disbanding the army. 
The expenditure for imperial armamenta is 
estimated in the budget at 362,465,016 marks, 
or about-$90,500,000. 


Miss Reszooa Fream belongs to the De- 
witt Memorial church in this city, and is in 
the habit of making such long exhortations 
in prayer-meeting that the other professors of 
religion dre afforded no opportunity to giv in 
their testimony to what the Lord has done 
for them, and their speeches get cold. Re- 
cently the committee requested her to be 
more brief. She declined, and they called in 
a policeman, by whose august presence Miss 
Fream was quelled into silence, but she has 
consulted a lawyer, and declares that she 
will attend future services and speak when 
she feels like it. 
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JOSEPH IN LIMBO.—THE HANDWRITING ON THE WALL. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, DECEMBER $, 1887. 


And Joseph's master took him and put him into the prison.—Gen. xxxix, 20. 


(dda and Enis, 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN once told a good story about 
Henry Ward Beecher, who, dressed in very com- 
mon clothes, was studying human nature as ex- 
hibited 1n the highways and by-ways of New York. 
In the course of his philosophic perigrinations he 
went into a mock auction shop. He stood a while 
on entering, and reflected, doubtless, how anyone 
could be so lost to all sense af truth and honesty 
as the anctioneer in question, endeavoring to 
palm off his worthless trash to the inexperienced 
in city ways as good and valuable, and finally the 
auctioneer called ont: * Mr. Beecher, why don't 
you bid?” He was greatly astonished, as can be 
imagined, at finding himself known in this place, 
and, as he had supposed, in his pnrposely careless 
dress. He immediately left and started for the 
residence of ove of the members of the church in 
the neighborhood, and reqnested him, as an act 


-of kindness, to go down and inquire of that per- 


son who had sold himself to Satan for the love 
of gain how it was he knew him in his disguise? 
The neighbor kindly consented, and, on entering 
the “Peter Funk” shop, he addressed the auc- 
tioneer: ‘‘ How is it that you know Henry Ward 
Beecher so well as to be able to recognize him in 
his disguise?” '* How do I know him? Why, I 
hav been a prominent member of his congrega. 
tion for the last five years, and lease the fifth 
pew from the front |? 


Tue subjoined communication has been sent to 
this office by one of Life's most valued correspond- 
ents. It is in no sacrilegious spirit that we offer 
it to our readers, but in that spirit which prompts 
us to do our duty. We do not even vouch for its 
authenticity, but, we may add, it need occasion 
no surprise if it be officially acknowledged by the 
A.B.C. F. M.: ; 

Dran Lorn: Please find inclosed majority re- 
port. We beg your careful consideration of the 
same, and earnestly invite your co-operation. Any 
suggestions as to minor points under considera- 
tion we shall be glad to receive from you, but we 
beg to remind you that the report in its essential 
details meets the appreval of a majority of our 
members, and we shall feel constrained to consider 
aly radical alteration of doctrin as an unwar- 
ranted interference with our established prerog- 
ativ, and shall treat it accordingly. Pray do not 
misunderstand us. Individually, we entertain 
nothing but the kindest feelings for you. As an 
administrativ body, however, we are compelied in 
all frankness to say that your conduct, construed 
in the light of modern Liberalism, 18 not all that 
we should desire, and we beg to suggest, with all 
possible delicacy, that if you find it impossible to 
sanction the report which we herewith present, 
there are members of this board well.quaiified to 
administer the affairs of the Universe in case you 
should see fit to retire to the happy obscurity of 
private life. But this is a contingency which we 
devoutly hope to avoid. Any change in the ad- 
ministration at present would be highly detrimen- 


tal to our interests, as well as to your own, and 
for that reason we urge upon you the following 
reasons why you should giv the report your offi- 
cial sanction : 

I. It embodies the true idea of a literal hell of 
fire and brimstone, and in this connection we wish 
to call your attention to the magnanimity of this 
committee in refusing to insert into its articies of 
belief a solution of gun-cotton and dynamite. 
Such an innovation is, as yet, premature. Be good 
enough to advise the committee on this point. 

II, It presupposes the death of Mercy with the 
destruction of the world—a doctrin rigidly ad- 
hered to by our forefathers in 1620, and one which 
a conservativ body like ours cannot afford to over- 
look. 

ILL. It affords a reasonable presumption that in 
the future state the members of this board and 
their sympathizers will have the exquisit pleasure 
of looking down from a state of exaltation upon 
the inteiesting writhings of countless millions of 
heathens—a comfortable and sustaining belief to 
the average orthodox New England Puritan, 

IV. It receives the approval of a majority of this 
board. The force and significance of this last 
proposition will strike you &t once. 

This is all we hav to say, except to remark quite 
incidentally that we don't think the Pharisees 
were 8uch very bad fellows after all. We heartily 
re-echo their sentiments in congratulating our- 
Selv8 that we are not like some other men whose 
names we might mention. We await your favor- 
abie reply, gently reminding you once more, iu a 
spirit of deep humility, that any opposition on 
material points will inevitably result in your im- 
mediate removal. Yours in sincerity, 

THz A. B. C. F. M. 
—Líife. 


Robt. G. Ingersoll’s 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 
in the suit of the 
Bankers’ and Merchants’ Tele- 
graph Company 

: against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 


So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that Tut TRUTH SEEKER has obtained a 
supply and can mail them to those who desire 
them, for ten cents each. 


I8 THE GOD OF ISRAEL 
THE TRUE GOD? 


The Narrativ of the Five Books of Moses, 
Joshua, and Judges, and the 
New Testament. 


` By Israel N W, Groh. 


lice 25 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO} 


;- Gems of Thought. 
: Tam inclined to think one point is gained by 
having the audience stand during worship—they 
are less liable to go to sleep than though leaning 
back in cushioned pews.—D. M. Bennett, ` ` f 


BOSOM LINES FROM SHAKSPERE, 


.. No poet comès near Shakspere in the number of 
bosom lines—of lines that we may cherish in our 
bosoms and that seem almost as if they had grown 
there—of lines that, like bosom friends. are ever at 
hand to comfort, counsel, and gladden us, under 
all the vicissitudes of life—of lines that, according 
to Bacon’s expression, ‘come home to our busi- 
ness and bosoms,” and open the door for us to 
look in and to see what is nestling and brooding 
there.—Hare's Guesses at Truth, : 

1. What stronger breast-plate than a heart un- 

tainted ? 
Thrice is he armed that hath his quarrel just: 
And he but naked, though locked up in’ steel, 
Whose conscience with injustice i8 corrupted. 
: —King Henry VI. 
2, Giv every man thine ear, but few thy voice : 
Take each man's censure, but reserve thy judg- 
ment. —Hanwet, 
8. : To thy ownself be true; 
And it must follow, as the night the day, 
Thou canst not then be false to any man. 
s : :—Hamlet. 
4. Sweet are the uses of adversity 
Which, like the toad, ugly and venomous, 
Wears yet à precious jewel in his head. 
And this our life, exempt from public haunt, 
Finds tongues in trees, books in the ruuning | 
rooks. 
Sermons in stones, and good in everything. 
—AsYou Like It. 


5. Trifles light as air 

Are to the jealous, confirmations strong 

As proofs of holy writ.— Othello. 

(These, Iimagin, are the sort of lines that the 
ingenious author of Guesses at Truth refers to. 
They occur by the thousand, and every reader of 
the myriad-minded bard will choose for himself, 
Happy is the young manor maiden that ' before 
the evil days come” lays up a store of them in the 
memory.-—Hylazx.] 


Yov must remember, my dear son; that it is not 
anough to hav been & good boy. You hav yet to 
be a good man, and that is rather a different, and 
sometimes a harder, thing. For, as soon as man 
goes among other men he finds they expect him 
to do things that they ought to be ashamed of 
doing themselvs; and then he has got to stand on 


“nis own honest legs and not move an inch for all 


their pushing and pulling; and when a man*loves 
his fellow-man and likes to be on good terms with 
him, that is not easy. . . . But,of all things,- 
if you ever should fail or fal!, don’t lie because 
you are down: get up again; for God's sake, for 
your dead mother’s sake, for my sake, get up and 
wy again.—George Macdonaid’s Castle War lock, 


''BomETIMES there are hopeful signs that the 


force of scholarship in the universities of England 
will overcome the tendency of the clergy to travel 
into antiquity and turn to mummies, On May 
31st of this present year, the convocation of Ox- 
tord University declined a bequest of a thousand 
pounds (five thousand dollars) offered by a geutle- 
man to pay for two annual sermons by an evan- 
gelical M.A. “upon the past history and relig- 
ion of the Jewish nation, and upon the prophecies 
in holy writ réiating to the return of that nation 
to Judea, and the restoration to it of its former 
glory.” That it was not from any lack of arche- 
ological enthusiasm is proved by the fact that 
the same convocation accepted the superb anthro- 
pological collection of Gen, Pitt Rivers—showing 
the evolution of weapons and implements--agree- 
ing to build a new museum for it. These two inci- 
dents of one convocation, put together, will bear 
much reflection, This restoration of the Jews 
question, once the burden of much Protestant 
preaching; ha8 become a mummy within our mem- 
ory, by which I mean that the brains hav gone 
out of it.—M. D. Conway. NoTE.—I w+ll remem- 
ber that in a far-off generation, when the century 
was in its early days, the ministers of the church 
of Scotland used always to pray: "Bring in, O 
Lord, thine ancient people the Jews with the ful- 
ness of the gentiles. Oonfound, O Lord, the pope 
o'Rome. Let all papists and Infidels see the error 
of their ways. Bless all ministers of the gospel 
duly called to the work of the ministry," and 
much other sorry stuff, I don't know that the 
Lord ever paid any attention to the holy men’s 
prayers.—Hylax, : 


LEARN to think carefully, to distinguish things 
that differ, to form convictions on grounds that 
are real and valid to your own minds, Acquire 
the best use use of your faculties and implements. 
To use a phrase of Lord Bacon, "Whet your 
scythe.” And let all your knowledge be charity. 
Use the whetted scythe, not to cut the legs of 
your neighbors, but to mow down those errors 
and prejudices which grow so thickly in the path. 
You will be of small account in your generation 
if you will not use stimuius and disc plin within 
your reach. Depend on it, we are moving toward 
an epoch when brains trained and fortified will 
tellfar more than ever; knowledge will be a power, 
and the gray goose-quill will gain more victories 
than the sword. Privilege will go for less; tradi- 
tion for less; rifle and cannon for less; wisdom 
for more; skill for more; trained intelligence for 
more, And, poor patriarchs, you will be 1n society 
when you are young men no more, if you do not 
lay up a store of mental furniture.—Aev. Dr. Don- 
ald Fraser. 


(This Dr. Fraser is a Scotchman of the Liberal 
wiug of the Presbyterian church, now settled in 
London, and anything he says i8 worth listening 
to, though it need not be swallowed entire.— 
Bylaz.) 


TnunovuGHoUT the whole Bible, no woman ever 
appears as a wise »dviser. If she advises at all, it 
is as the mother of Jacob advised him into a fraud. 
"Throughout the inspired word woman appears in 
the subordinate and siavish role which polygamy 
assigns to her as an article of property, to be 
bought and sold, given away, fetched, moved, and 
carried.—V. B. Denslow, Š 
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‘OUR UNDESIRABLE 


IMMIGRANTS. 


Hotes and Clippings. 


Tus Rev: Thompson F. Hildreth, D.D., is 
on trial at Cleveland, O., charged with immo- 
ralities of various descriptions. Hildreth isa 
Methodist, and formerly occupied a pulpit in 
New York. 

Tur New York fire commissioners report 
21 churches in this city to be in danger of 
burning down on account of defectiv safe- 
guards against fire. In Brooklyn 15 church 
buildings are in the same category. 

Tux Independent refers to the alarming 
drift among men away from the church. 
This is especially true, it says, in regard to 
young men. It tells of twelve average church 
congregations recently visited, in which there 
were at least five time as many women as men. 

“Ir men voted as they pray,” said a Pro- 
hihition orator, **the Prohibitionists would 
elect the next president of the United States." 
Oh, come off, thou reservoir. If men voted 
88 they pray some men would spend their 
lives in the penitentiary for repeating, while 
others would never cast a vote in all their 
lives, and others again would do all their vot- 
ing during babyhood. Vote as they pray, in- 
deed 1—Zz. " - 

“ Tue Star of Bethlehem is now visible in 
Texas—a thoroughly Democratic state, by 
the way.”—-Loutsville Courier-Journal. ‘* The 
Star of Bethlehem may hav been seen in 
Texas twinkling in the noonday sky, as the 
press dispatches indicate, but we must hav 
good Prohibition authority. It is strange 
that the Star of Bethlehem has only been 
sighted in Kentucky and Texas.”—Hansas 
Oity Times. 


Orre PArsEN, who says that he has fished in 
the Columbia river for eight years, caught 
near Astoria, Or., recently, a fish twelve feet 
long, which he can't classify. It wasn't a 
sturgeon, and between the eyes was a straight 
horn, thirteen inches long, three inches in 
diameter at the base, and almost as sharp as 
8 needle. 

Tur other day five leading Indians of the 
Coeur d'Alene tribe left Spokane for their res- 
ervation with the latest improved thrashing 
machine and a handsome buggy. Each has 
seventy acres of grain, which by this time is 
harvested, and they were well dressed and 
drove well-fed ponies. It issaid that most of 
‘the tribe are thus prosperous. 

* No one ever thought,” remarked Gilly- 
boat, pensivly, ‘‘ that Bill Julep would ever 
settle down to a quiet, humdrum life. He 
was the wildest and most dangerous charac- 
ter in the entire neighborhood, a drunkard 
and a gambler, but all at once he settled 
down, and has now quit all his evil habits 
forever.” ‘‘ Did he experience religion ?’ 
“Wel, no, not exactly. He went to the 
penitentiary for life.” 

Waen the winter quarters of Barnum's 
menagerie were burnt a few weeks ago at 
Bridgeport, Conn., an escaped lion got into 
the barn of the widow Gilligan and proceeded 
to make a meal of a cow and calf. Mrs. Gilli- 
gan, hearing the disturbance, went to the barn 
in her nightgown and assaulted the lion by 
poking him in the ribs; in consideration of 
which act of bravery Mrs. Gilligan, who is a 
poor woman, has been offered $60 per week 
to travel next season with Barnum’s circus, 
and a ranch owner in Colorado wants her to 
marry him. ] 


Tux Zreemams Journal, Roman Catholic, 
says: ‘‘ A recent declaration of the holy see 
deserves the attention of our readers on ac- 
count of its incidental connection with the 
land theories of Henry George. Rome de- 
clares it an article of faith that the ehurch 
may not only possess, but also administer, 
private property, without let or hindrance 
from the state. The right to private property 
is therefore indirectly asserted, and the car- 
dinal principle of George that ‘the land be- 
longs to the people,’ in such a way that it 
cannot be alienated and appropriated to pri- 
vate ownership, is necessarily thrown over- 
board.” 


Hos. Jas. DovanznTY, United States Con- 
gressman from Florida, owns considerable 
mineral and farming lands in Georgia coun- 
ties adjoining Chattanooga. He has been 
there for several months looking after his 
interests and buying more land. In Catoosa 
county there is a very strict Sunday law, 
which is rigidly enforced. The Congressman, 
in his anxiety to hav his cotton crop gathered, 
permitted some of the hands to work on & 
recent Sunday, and a day or two afterward 
he was arrested for violating the Sunday law. 
His aged mother, who is very pious, insisted 
that he be prosecuted to the full extent of the 
law if found guilty, and she joined in the 
indictment. The trial excited a great deal of 
interest in the county. The testimony seemed 
conclusiv until finally the congressman was 
put on the stand. He swore ''that he had 
never done a lick of work in his life." This 
was corroborated by strong proof, and he 
was accordingly discharged, and the church 
supporters taxed with the costs.—Memphis 
Avalanche. ] 


Tue wearying exactitude of legal phrase- 
ology probably never had a more striking il- 
lustration than in a case that is recited now; 
first, because it will amuse, and next, because 
it will afford somebody a chance to giv it a 
name and a location, and say that it hap- 
pened last week or yesterday. It was a suit to 
recover the amount of a marine policy of in- 
surance, and it was claimed that the vessel 
was ‘wrecked and totally lost by the act of 
God, and through no fault of the owners or 
persons on board." The traverse set up that 
** jn truth and in fact the said loss was not 
the act of the said God, but was occasioned 
by fraud on the part of the master of the ves- 
sel.” . 


Dr. Parxer’s round of American expe- 
riences is complete. He has now had a ‘‘ vin- 
dication,” something which invariably accom- 
panies the drawing of constructiv mileage. 
The good doctor's peculiar treatment of an 
&udience gathered to hear him lecture on 
Gladstone by declining to do so on the ground 
that it was too late, although it was only 8:45, 
and inviting his hearers to come another 
evening, when, it is to be presumed, there 
will be an admission fee, subjects him again 
to cruel misconstruction. The doctor is con- 
tinually in hot water. Here is one of the 
newspapers printing a confiding and almost 
tender epistle from him asking the advice 
of editors upon & proposed newspaper to 
be called the Royal Mail, and to be sent 
weekly from England, which shall represent 
the thoughts of many minds ‘‘ without any 
of the annoyance or friction of interviewing.” 
Truly, for a clergyman Dr. Parker hunts the 
almighty dollar with uncommon anxiety.— 
New York Tribune. 
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| the fall of their temples. Jerusalem was wrecked in 


Communications. 


the Mosaic code defied the power of the destroyer, 
and of all the creeds born on the teeming soil of the 
East, Judaism alone can still be preached without an 
alloy of cant and compromise. 

The enthusiasm of progress has nothing to fear 
from the growth of skepticism. Mankind will always 
appreciate their enlightened well wishers. In cities 
where the creed of the Galilean supernaturalist has 
become almost as obsolete as the witchcraft delusion, 
progressive clergymen still draw audiences of intelli- 
gent and sincere admirers, and the apostles of social 
reform are haunted by anxious inquirers, disciples 
whom the penalties of heresy fail to deter, and who 
if barred out all day will come by night: “ Master, 
what-shall we do to be saved?” 

In spite of sham saviors, the search after salva- 
tion has never ceased, and after eighteen centuries of 
clerical caricatures the ideal of true priesthood still 
survives in the hearts of men. 

0.—-PERVERSION. 

The puerile supernatu-alism of the pagan myth- 
mongers could not fail to injure their prestige, even 
in an.age of superstition; but the antinaturalism 
of the Galilean fanatics not only neglected but com- 
pletely inverted the proper functions of priesthood. 
The pretended ministers of Truth became her re- 
moreless persecutors; the promised healers depre- 
ciated the importance of bodily health, the hoped-for 
apostles of social reform preached the doctrine of re- 
nunciation. We should not judge the Christian 
clergy by the aberrations engendered by the mad- 
dening influence of protracted persecutions. It would 
be equally unfair to give them the credit of latter- 
day reforms, reluctantly conceded to the demands of 
rationalism. But we can with perfect fairness judge 
them by the standard of the moral and intellectual 
types evolved during the period of their plenary 
power, the three hundred years from the tenth to 
the end of the thirteenth century, when the control 
of morals and education had been unconditionally 
surrendered into the hands of their chosen representa— 
tives. The comparative scale of human turpitude 
must not include the creations of fiction. We might 
find a ne plus ultra of infamy in the satires of Rabe- 
lais, in the myths of Hindostan, or the burlesques 
of the modern French dramatists. But if we contine 
our comparison to the records of authentic history, 
it would be no exaggeration to say that during the 
period named the type of a Christian priest repre- 
sented the absolute extreme of all the groveling igno- 
rance, the meanest selfishness, the rankest sloth, the 
basest servility, the foulest perfidy, the grossest 
superstition, the most bestial sensuality, to which 
‘the majesty. of human nature has ever been degraded. 
Thousands of monasteries fattened on the toil of starv- 
ing peasants. Villages were beggared by the rapacity 
of the tithe-gatherer ; cities were terrorized by witch- 
hunts and autos-da fé. Thecrimps of the inquisitorial 
tribunals hired spies and suborned perjurers by 
promising them a share of confiscated es:ates. The 
evidence of intellectual pursuits was equivalent to a 
sentence of death. Education was almost limited to 
the memorizing of chants and prayers. “A cloud of 
ignorance," says Hallam, *overspread the whole face 
of the church, hardly broken by a few glimmering 
lights who owe almost the whole of their distinction 
to the surrounding darkness. . ... . In 992, it was 
asserted that scarcely a single person was to be found, 
even in Rome itself, who knew the first elements of 
letters. Not one priest of a thousand in Spain could 
address a common letter of salutation to another." 
Every deathbed became a harvest-field of clerical 
vampires who did not hesitate to bully the dying 
into robbing their children for the benefit of a bloated 
convent. Hords of howling fanatics roamed the 
country, frenzying the superstitious rustics with 
their predictions of impending horrors. Parishioners 
had to submit to the base avarice and the baser lusts 
of insolent parish priests, who in his turn kissed the 
dust at the feet of an arrogant prelate. The doctrine 
of Antinaturalism had solved the problem of inflict- 
ing the greatest possible amount of misery on the 
greatest possible number of victims. 

D.—PENALTIES OF NEGLECT. 

The intellectual interregnum of the Middle Ages, 
the era of specters and vampires, received the first 
promis of dawn about the middle of the fourteenth 
century, when the lessons of the Crusades and the 
influence of Moorish civilization began to react on 
the nations of Christian Europe. Yet, by methods 
of their own, the vampires succeeded in prolonging 
the dreadful night. They set their owls a-shrieking 
from a thousand pulpits ; they darkened the air with 
the smoke-clouds of autos-da-fê. They treated 
every torch-bearer as an incendiary. 

But though the delay of redemption completed 
the ruin of some of their victims, the ghouls did not 
escape the deserved retribution. Their fire alarms 
failed to avert the brightening dawn. Daylight 
found its way even through the painted glass of 
dome-windows, and in the open air the blood suckers 
had to take wing on pain of being shaken off and 
trampled under fpot. The slaves of Hayti never 
rose more fiercely against their French tyrants than 


The Bible of Nature; or, The Principles of. 
Secularism. 
A CONTRIBUTION TO THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE. 
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IV.—Ozsecrrve Maxms. 
CHAPTER XX.—THE PRIESTHOOD OF SECULARISM. 
A,—Lessons of Instinct. 

An instinct inherited from the habits of many gen- 
erations teaches our social fellow-creatures to entrust 
the welfare of their communities to the protection of 
an experienced leader. Birds that become gregarious 
only at a certain time of the year select a guide for 
that special occasion. Others have a permanent 
leader, and among the more intelligent quadrupeds 
that leadership becomes dual. Besides the stout 
champion who comes to the front in moments of 
danger, wild cattle, horses, antelopes, deer, and the 
social quadrumana have a veteran pioneer who guides 
their migrations and sentinels their encampments. 

Among the primitive tribes of our fellow-men, too, 

the authority of leadership is divided between a 
warrior and a teacher, a chieftain and a priest. The 
obstinacy of savages, who refuse to yield to reason, 
suggested the plan of controlling their passions by 
the fear of the unseen, but ghost-mongery was not 
the only, nor even the most essential, function of 
primitive priesthood. The elders of the Brahmans 
were the guardians of homeless children and over- 
seers of public charities. The Celtic Druids were 
the custodians of national treasures. The rune- 
wardens of the ancient Scandinavians preserved the 
historical traditions and law records of their nation. 
The priests of the Phcenicians (like our Indian med- 
icine men) were trained physicians. The Egyptian 
hierophants were priests of knowledge, as well as of 
mythology. They were the historians and biog- 
raphers of their nation. They codified the national 
laws. They taught geometry; they taught gram- 
‘mar; they taught and practiced surgery; they de- 
‘voted a large portion of their time to astronomical 
observations. Their temple-cities were, in fact, free 
universities, and the waste of time devoted to the 
‘rites of superstition was more than compensated by 
secular studies, and to some degree also by the polit- 
ical services of learned priests, who seem to have 
been occasionally employed in diplomatie emergen 
cies. ; 

Motives of political prudence induced the law- 
givers of the Mediterranean nations to circumscribe 
the authority of their pontiffs which at last was, 
indeed, almost limited to the supervision of religious 
ceremonies. But in Rome, as well as in Gireece and 
the Grecian colonies of western Asia, the true func- 
tions of priesthood were assumed by the popular ex- 
ponents of philosophy, especially by the Stoics and 
Pythagoreans. The weekly lectures of. Zeno were 
attended by a miscellaneous throng of truth-seekers ; 
the disciples of Pythagoras almost worshiped their 
master ; Diagoras and Carneades traveled from town 
to town, preaching to vast audiences of spell-bound 

- admirers; Apollonius of Tyana rose in fame till cities 
competed for the honor of his visits; the clientéle of 
no Grecian prince was thought complete without a 
court philosopher; the tyrant Dionysius, in all the 
pride of his power, invited the moral rigorist Plato 
and submitted to his daily repeated reproofs. Phi- 
losophers were the confessors, the comforters, and 
the counselors of their patrons, and philosophic 
tutors were in such request that wealthy Romans 
did not hesitate to procure them from the traffickers 
in Grecian captives and indulge them in all privileges 
but that of liberty. Centuries before a bishop of 
Rome contrived to avert the wrath of King Alaric, 
doomed cities had been spared at the intercession of 
pagan philosophers, and philosophers more than 
once succeeded in allaying the fury of mutineers who 
would have ridiculed an appeal to mythological tra- 
ditions. 

.B —REWARDS OF CONFORMITY. 

The power of filial love hardly exceeds that of the 
passionate veneration which kindles about the person 
of a sincere teacher of truth. The homage paid to 
an apostle of light is the noblest form of hero- 
worship. The hosannas of idol-service overflowing 
upon the idol-pries& are marred by the discords of 
hypocrisy and the reproving silence of reason; but 
the approval of wisdom is the highest reward of its 
ministry. The brightness of that prestige shames 
the gilded halo of the mythology-monger ; the min- 

- ister of Truth may lack the pomp of consecrated 
temples, but his disciples will make a hermiv's cave a 
Delphie grotto and will not willingly let the record 
of his orac'es perish. The chants of the Eleusynian 
festivals, the shout of the Lupercalia, the mumblings 
of augurs and sibyls, have been forever silenced; but 
the words of Plato still live; Socrates still speaks to 
thousands of truth-seekers; the wisdom of Seneca 
‘still brightens the gloom of adversity. 

Religions founded on any basis of truth can survive 


the storm of Roman conquest, but the health-laws of 


the German peasants against their clerical oppressor. 
From Antwerp to Leipzig .thousands of convents 
were leveled with the ground; the villages of 
Holland, Minden, and. Brunswick joined in a gen.’ 
eral priest-hunt, carried on with all the cruelties 


| which the man-hunters of the Frankish crusade 


had inflicted on the pagan Saxons. In the Med. 
iterrauean Peninsulas the Jesuits were expelled 
as enemies of public peace, and their colleagues 
could maintain themselves only by an alliance with 
despotism against the liberal and intellectual ele- 
ments of their country. To patriots of the Qari- 


| baldi type the name ofa priest has become a byword 


implying the very quintessence of infamy.: The 
explosion of the French Revolution struck a still 
deadlier blow at clerical prestige. The fagot-argu- 
ments of the Holy Inquisition were answered by 
a “burning, as in hell-fire, of priestly shams and 
lies,” and not one out of twenty French monasteries 
escaped the fury of the avengers. Our Protestant 
clergymen see their temple walls cracked by a breach of 
ever-multiplying schisms, and can prop their prestige 
only by more and more humiliating concessions, and 
in every intelligent community have to purchase pop- 
ularity by rank heresies against the dogmas of their . 
predecessors. Here.and there the orthodox tenets 
of the New Testament have survived the progress of 
rationalism, but haunt the shade, like specters scent- 
ing the morning air, and momentarily expecting the 
summons that shall banish them to the realms of 
their native night. 
E.—REFORM. 


When the harbinger of day dispels the specter& 
of darkness, half awakened sleepers often mourn the 
fading visions of dreamland, as they would mourn 
the memories of a vanished world, till they find that 
the solid earth still remains, with its mountains and 
forests, and that the enjoyment of real life has but 
just begun. With a similar regret the dupes of 
Jesuitism mourn the collapse of their creed and 
lament the decline of morality, till they find, that 
religion still remains, with its consolations and hopes, 


and that the true work of redomption has but just 


begun. 

The reign of superstition begins to yield to a relig- 
ion of reason and humanity. ‘The first forerunners of 
that religion appeared at the end of the sixteenth 
century, when the philosophers of northern Europe 
first dared to appeal from dogma to nature, and since 
that revival of common-sense the prison walls of 
clerical obscurantism have been shaken by shock 
after shock, till daylight now enters through a thou- 
sand fissures. 

But Secularism has a positive as well as a negative 
mission, and after removing the ruins of exploded 
idols, the champions of reform will begin the work 
of reconstruction. Temples dedicated to the religion 
of progress will rise from the ruins of superstition. 
Communities of reformants will intrust the work of 
education to chosen teachers, who wil combine the 
functions of an instructor with those of an exhorter. 
In the languages of several European nations the 
word “rector” still bears that twofold significance. 
The ministers of Secularism will not sacrifice phys- 
ical health to mentdl culture. They will be gym- 
nastarchs, like the Grecian pedagogues who superin- 
tended the athletic exercises of their pupils and 
accompanied them on foot journeys and bunting ex- 
eursions. They will be teachers of hygiene, laboring 
io secure the foundations of mental energy by the 
preservation of physical vigor, and to banish diseases 
by the removal of their causes. They will seek to 
circumscribe the power of prejudice by the extension 
of knowledge. They will obviate the perils of pov- 
erty by lessons of industry and prudence. Their 
doctrines will dispense with miracles ; they will make 
experience the test of truth, and justice the test of 
integrity; they will not suppress, but encourage, free 
inquiry; their war against error will employ no 
weapons but those of logic. 

The religion of reason will limit its proper sphere 
to the secular welfare of mankind, but will ask, as 
well as grant, the fullest freedom of metaphysical 
speculation. Why should the friends of light darken 
the sunshine of earth with fanatical wars for the sup- 
pression of private theories about the mystery of the 
unrevealed first cause? Why should they rage about 
the riddle of the veiled hereafter to please the or- 
dainer of the eternal law that visits such inexorable 
penalties upon the neglect of the present world? 
Should the friends of common sense quarrel about 
guesses at the solution of unknowable secrets? Wé 
need not grudge our wonder-loving brother the 
luxury of meditating on the mysteries of the unseen 
or the possibilities of resurrection. Shall the soul of 
the.dying patriarch live only in his children? Shall 
it wing its way to distant stars? Shall it linger on 
earth: 


“ Sigh in the breeze, keep silence in the cave, 
And glide with airy foot o'er yonder sea ?” 


Why should we wrangle about riddles which we 
cannot possibly solve? But we might certainly have: 
honesty enough to admit that impossibility. Musing’ 
on the enigmas of the “land beyond the veil” may: 
entertain us with the visions of a dreamy hour, but 
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should not engross the time needed for the problems | “Take no thought of to-morrow” (the next life), but 


of the only world thus far revealed. 
Thus, founded on a basis of health, culture, reason, 
and justice, the office of priesthood will regain its 
ancient prestige, and the best and wisest of men will 
become ministers of Secularism by devoting their 
lives.to the science of happiness on earth. 
THE END. 
e 


Life and Death—Hell and Heaven—God and 
: Eternity. 


Of one thing all rational men are.certain; that is, 
that they exist. What transpired before their exist- 
` ence they can only learn from others. What will 
` take place after their death they hav no means of 
knowing. 

But why should death hav any terrors, since it is 
the lot of all? If there were something unnatural 
‘about dying, it might appear differently. But it is as 
natural to go out of the world as it is to come into 
the world. Whether we contemplate the animal or 
the vegetable kingdom, we find on every hand evi- 
dences that death and decay is a universal law. Al) 
life must end in death. Every flower that blooms, 
every acorn that sprouts, every animal that sees the 
light, must terminate its existence in death. . 

If death is not according to a natural law, but was 
brought into the world by disobedience, then it 
might be proper to ask if the first vegetables and 
the first animals ate also a forbidden apple. i 

If the existence of man is to be eternal, then there 
is no death, only a change of places or conditions. 

"If a man die, he must remain dead. To say that a 
man dies and. still livs involves a great absurdity. 
True, the same power which brought us into exist- 
ence may bring other beings into existence, but if we 
die it cannot call us into existence again, because 
that would be another and not the same life. When 
an oak dies, an acorn may produce another oak, but 
the same oak can never liv again. f 

If. death is the end of life, how can we die and 
still liv? Is the life of Jumbo still prolonged and 
represented by a great conscious ghost or spirit, or 
is Jumbo dead? If Jumbo died, he can never liv 
again. Another great elephant may be brought into 
existence, but the life which went out when Jumbo 
was struck with the cars cannot be prolonged. 

. Let us consider a lifeless human form. The brain, 
that great imental battery, has ceased to act; can it 
ever be reanimated? It was the engin of thought. 
Can the mind, or any function of it, which was the 
product of that brain, still act? Can the engin still 
. exert its power over the machinery after the fire has 
gone out and steam is not generated? Can a watch 
continue to measure time after the mainspring has 
been eaten away with rust? Can those limbs, once 
so strong and activ, ever hav their former strength 
and activity restored? Will those glassy eyes ever 
see again? Will that tongue, once so eloquent, ever 
speak again? 

Other brains may think, other limbs may be activ, 
other eyes may see, other tongues may speak, but 
those which we are considering are dead. “No 
sound can awake them to glory again." 

Webster describes death as a ‘total and perma- 
nent cessation of all the vital functions.” How can 
the cessation be total if some of the functions con- 
tinue? If some of the functions remain unimpaired, 
then according to Webster there is no death. 

The world must learn that death annihilates life— 
that life and death can never be joint tenants in the 
same tenement. When death enters, life steps out. 
But Christians persist in using life and death as 
synonymous terms. They are as opposit as heat and 
cold, light and darkness. 

Those who affirm that there is a something which 
survives what we call death, ought to be able to tell 
what that something is. i 

Is it the sight? How can a dead eye see? How 
can a message be sent over the wires when they are 
down, and the battery ceases to operate? Is it the 
feeling? There is no nerve to convey the sense of 
feeling to the brain, and no brain to receive the 
message. Is it the hearing? How can vibrations of 
the air affect a dead ear so as to affect a-dead brain? 
Is it the taste, or the smell? These, like the other 
senses, are powerless to affect a dead brain. 

What cannot be described ; what cannot be heard, 
felt, smelt, tasted, or seen; what cannot be weighed 
or measured, and what cannot be determined by any 
test, is nothing. And that is all there is to liv after 
& man dies. 

I hav often heard the caterpillar and butterfly 
referred to as showing how our existence is to be 
continued into another life, or state of existence. 
But if death is a “total cessation of all the vital 
functions,” shall we be conscious in the next. life of 
what transpired in this? Can the butterfly hav any 
idea of caterpillar life? 

I hav & faint conception of the first rude inhabit- 
ants of the earth; but were they made happier on 
account of my existence to-day? Or, if I am to hav 
another state of existence, will that. affect my happi- 
ness or misery in this life? If I am to hav another 
life, will I not be provided for as I hav been in this ? 


make the most of to-day (the present life). 

If death is a “total cessation of all the vital 
functions,” there cannot be the least relation between 
this life and one which is to follow, if there.be any. 
And we ean be no more interested in another life than 
we are in a comet which may be discovered a thou- 
sand years hence. If we hav been evolved from 
lower forms, how could those lower forms be affected 
by superior beings which sprang from them a million 
years later? 

If death is the “total cessation of all the vital 
functions," we must lose our identity. Philosophic- 
ally, there cannot be the least relation between things 
or thoughts in this life and something which may 
transpire in another state of existence. An eternal 
sleep is just as welcome to me as to lose all knowl- 
edge of this life and turn up in another world some 
thing (or body) else. 

When the mind turns to limitless space or endless 
duration the thoughts become confused. The time 
which preceded our existence may be considered 
equal to that which will follow it. I can see no more 
cause to lament because our existence i8 to cease 
with this life than there is to lament because we 
‘were not brought into existence at the first tick of 
time's old clock. l : 

À beginning of time is unthinkable. 'The time 
which elapsed before our existence cannot be meas- 
ured by millions or trillions of years. Yet all this 
time elapsed before we were ushered into a conscious 
state. During all these trillions of years we had no 
existence; will it be any worse to be annihilated for 
an equal period of time after death ? . 

If we look into our own minds, we shall find it 
quite difficult to determin just when conscious exist- 
ence commenced. We remember, perhaps, the ca- 
resses of parents, or a faint recollection of some 
bright toy is left upon the mind, like the shadows in 
a dream—beyond all is blank and dark. 

To us this was the “beginning.” It is the same 
to us as if there never had been a transaction before. 
In a few years we shall die and again be reduced to 
the same unconscious state that preceded our advent 
into the world. To us there was nothing before our 
birth; there will be nothing after our death. Death is 


The last great day of nothingness; 
The last of danger and distress. 


* But why should we be brought into existence for 
so short & time and then be cut off forever?" Tt is 
hard to tell why nature has fashioned us as we are, 
or why we were not born a thousand years ago, or a 
thousand years hence; or why the life of one animal 
is but a few hours and another a thousand years. 

Life may be likened to a narrow neck or rib of 
land bounded on either side by an ocean. Of our 
own knowledge, we know not when we were. cast 
upon the shore, nor why we were not cast up a cent- 
ury earlier or later, nor why this neck of land is not 
narrower or wider. We scramble up the incline with 
more or less ambition, reach the summit, go down 
on the other side, and plunge into the unknown, un- 
knowable, and mysterious waters. And, as far as hu- 
man knowledge has informed us, this is the end of 
life. If there are roses on one side of this neck of 
land, there are ripe fruits on the other. Autumn 
leaves are as beautiful as spring flowers, and sleep is 
even sweeter than wakeful activity. 

We come down to the water's edge and we strain 
our eyes to see the other shore. We peer into the 
darkness, but we see no ray of light. But the dark- 
ness is always welcome when we are weary. Every 
time one passes to that bourne from which no traveler 
returns, we try again to lift the dark curtain in order 
to learn something of the “ beyond,” but we are no 
wiser than the thousands who hav attempted the 
same thing before. We shout at the top of our voices 
to those who are said to hav “gone over,” but no re- 
sponse is vouchsafed to us. 

One affirms that when we leave this state of exist- 
ence we shall either be wafted to a state of bliss or be 
driven to a state of eternal torment. But he would 
find himself in a sad. dilemma if he were compelled 
to demonstrate the truth of what he affirms. 

Death ends all, or it does not. At the best it is 
mere conjecture. Who dares affirm that he knows 


‘what has been barred forever from human knowl- 


edge? Oh, how the ignorance in regard to these 
matters should come home to all who put forth pre- 
tenses to such knowledge, and smite them with 
shame ! 

Reasoning from analogy, we seem to be safe in say- 
ing that all will share the same fate after death, what- 
ever that may be. One will not liv on, and another 
be annihilated; neither will one be consigned to a 
state of bliss and another sent to hell. 

We are all begotten alike—all conceived alike, and 
all subject to the same general laws. We cannot 
breathe pure nitrogen; we can endure only a certain 
degree of heat and cold; we can only liv stated 
periods without nourishment, and poison in sufficient 
doses will destroy human life. : 

If one were brought into existence in one way and 
another in another ; if one died and another lived on ; 
if one were subject to the law of gravitation and an- 


other not, I might be led to believe that there was a 
hell for one and a heaven for another. There seem 
to be certain undeviating laws to which not only we, 
but even the brütecreation, in many respects, are sub- 
ject, and these considerations make it seem reasonable 
that the same fate awaits us all, whatever tbat may be. 
But the Christian shudders at the thought. Is this 
all there is of life? he asks. '* Were we born only 
to hav our existence prematurely cut off? Is there no 
hereafter? The thought of an eternal sleep over- 
whelms me." But why should he regret and dread 
going to sleep on this side of life more than regret 
that he did not wake up millions of years sooner on 
the other? 

Iam not out of love for life. Ido not pray for 
death. I think life is desirable as long as one is 
blessed with health and vigor. But old age and de- 
crepitude, or accident, or disease must come to take 
us away. We can only escape from this life through 
the gates of death, and according to Webster's defi- 
nition “ death ends all.” 

What sensible man would not prefer annihilation 
to the Christian’s heaven? Think of the Christian's. 
occupation when he gets there. He is going to walk 
the street of the New Jerusalem, which are to be 
paved with gold. The gates are to be of gold, and 
he is to hav a golden harp and a golden crown. He 
is to hav a pair of wings, and be clothed with a white 
robe. Then he is to circle around the great white 
throne, and sing praises to God and shout hallelujah 
with Moses and the lamb. But why so much gold 
in heaven? Simply because the sordid and miserly 
disposition of the people was transferred to the 
Christian’s heaven. ' 

David, the man beloved of God, not content with 
robbing the people on every hand, and appropriating 
their wealth to himself, like a miserly old Jew, clung 
to it even in death, and had his plunder buried with 
him. Hundreds of years after his death his sepulcher 
was opened and used as & mine from which to draw 
gold to supply the sinews of religious wars. (See 
Josephus's “ Antiquities of the Jews," Book VII. c. 
15, sec. 3.) 

From this it is easy to see why there is to be so 
much gold in heaven. 'The people were the most 
sordid that could be imagined, and nothing would 
wake up such enthusiasm as the prospect of a heaven 
plentifully supplied with gold. 

^. For gold they loved the impotent and old, 
And bugged and kissed and sighed for gold. 

Why is each one to wear a crown in heaven?  Be- 
cause a crown is the insignia of power and royalty. 
For crowns wars hav been waged, for crowns thou- 
sands hav been murdered. Nothing has been more 
coveted than crowns. What thousands hav fought 


for on earth and could not obtain, they are to be re- 


warded with in heaven. 

And then a harp is to accompany every crown. 
The harp is one of the most ancient instruments of 
music. In ancient times the people were not beset 
with as great a variety of musical instruments as in 
latter times. No doubt the harp, in the hands of a 
skilful performer, gave forth strains which enchanted 
the listeners. Very few could obtain a barp, though 
nothing was more coveted. Hence a promis of a harp 
in heaven would increase the zeal of the masses in 
taking the proper steps, as directed by the priest- 
hood, for obtaining a prize which they were unable 
to possess here. 

If we compare the heavens of the different systems 
of religion, we will find that no two are alike. The 
heavens are fashioned according to the desires of 
the different peoples. The heaven of the Christians 
would hav very little attraction for the orientals. 
Indeed, I am informed that the missionaries are 
shrewd enough to change their heaven so as to make 
it correspond with the tastes and desires of the peo- 
ple. I know that, in formulating the Christian 
scheme, paganism was interwoven to secure the ad- 
herence of the pagans. 

Next, what are they going to doin heaven. Fifty 
or sixty millions of harps, all being twanged at the 
same time, would be a little too much of a good 
thing. And it strikes me that a sensible God would 
not be delighted with the simultaneous shout of such 
a vast multitude. And it would appear that so many 
white robes would look a little monotonous, 

Now I would ask how such a man as Newton, or 
Franklin, or Humboldt would enjoy such a heaven? 
It would be no place for men of mental acquirements. 
Every idea of heaven, as believed in by the Christian, 
had its origin in human desires, and shows the low 
mental standard of those who originated it. If a 
committee of the wisest men should be chosen to pre- 
pare a plan for a new heaven, we hav every reason 
to believe that it would differ widely from that of the 
Christians. l 

They would want ample play-grounds for the chil- 
dren—flowers, and meadows, and running brooks. 
They would want art galleries, scientific and literary 
societies. There would be some way provided for 
scientific men to enjoy themselvs besides playing & 
harp. It strikes me that Herschel would want to be 
sounding the Milky Way, and Peters would find en- 
joyment in calculating the distances of the fixed stars. 
All of us would want to see the waxing and waning 
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moon, and enjoy the vicissitudes of day and night. 
In short, this life is far more desirable than the pict- 
ure of heaven which Christians hav drawn. 

The idea of the Christian heaven ought to be dis- 
carded from the utter impossibility of its being true. 
I do not believe that minds capable of scientific 

' investigation would ever believe in such & heaven if 


their minds could once be brought seriously to con-. 


sider the absurdity of the idea. In the name of all 
that is sacred to scientific minds, I ask how such 
a man as Herschel could bring his mind down to 
playing a harp for fifty thousand years or more? 

If I am to be so changed that I would find enjoy- 
ment in the Christian heaven, I think I would find 
just as much enjoyment to be turned into an ox if the 
clover were only abundant. 

But it is claimed that more rational men hav 
formed more rational ideas of heaven. This only. 
proves that it is still a picture of the imagination, 
and never did and never can hav any real existence. 
The whole Christian scheme is a sham; heaven is & 
sham. 

And talk of hell! why, d—n it, 
The more they talk the more they sham it. 

As the Christian’s heaven shows his lack of good 
sense, so hell shows his vindictivness. Hell was born 
of spite, and hatred, and malice. When you displease 
a Christian the first thing he thinks of is hell. There 
is no torture, perhaps, that equals that of fire. People 

enerally prefer death any other way rather than by 
fire. Hence, Christians hav invented this barbaric 
treatment for their enemies. Hell was never invented 
for Christians; it was designed for doubters and 
heretics. ; 

Did you ever get a snuff of burning brimstone ? 
Nobody but a Christian would ever hav thought of 
combining brimstone with fire for the punishment of 
those who do not believe in the Christian’s heaven 
and his three-ply God. 

It was easy enough for a Christian to think of fire 
for an unbeliever; then as an improvement another 
might mix in brimstone for those who sinned against 
the Holy Ghost or played a jew's-harp on Sunday. 
Then, of course, a devil, with regulation horns, would 
be indispensable to keep up the fires, so that offenders 
shall be kept squirming for the amusement of the 
harp-players in heaven. To invent and equip hell 
was all easy enough; but to locate it was a little too 
much for Christian ingenuity. Joun Pror. 
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CORRESPONDENTS AND COMMENTS. 


OFTIOE ‘‘ INDEPENDENT Pocrit,” 
Waoo, Tex., Nov. 22, 1887. 

E. A. STEVENS, SEO. AmzRioan SEOULAR Union, Dear Sir : 
Sickness and press of business hav prevented me from writ- 
ing you before. I am in sympathy with all truly Liberal 
work, and especially that of the American Secular Union. The 
Nine Demands afford ample field for Liberal propaganda. . 

I hav just read your ‘‘ Word to Liberals Everywhere,” 
and while I hav a long row to weed, being almost alone in a 
wide field, and cannot do much, will do what I can. Hav 
therefore enlisted you one year for the Independent Pulpit, 
and send you one dozen each of my own publications. They 
retail at twenty-five, fifteen, and ten cents, for which I make 
no charge. Wishing you success, 

: J. D. Sgaw. 


Iam yours truly, 

Brother Shaw shows true Texan grit, as he is per- 
forming herculean labor as publisher of a Freethought 
paper, for I hav personal knowledge of the contin- 
uous struggles which founders of Freethought jour- 
nals must encounter. When such men, I say, are 
moved to make even more sacrifices than their daily 
battle necessitates, what must we think of those in- 
sipid “ Liberals” who excuse their indifference in sup- 
porting Freethought papers, or in aiding the Ameri- 
can Secular Union, by such corkscrew gibberish as: 
“Well, I believe in letting everybody think as they 
like; let them form their own opinions. I don't hav 
to hav lectures, books, nor papers to tell me what to 
do?” I was asked to call on a party the other day 
who, with idiotic pomposity, delivered himself as 
above. Notwithstanding his laissez-faire attitude, 
his habit was to everlastingly prate of his wisdom, 
for fear that discovery would not otherwise be made. 
These egotistical nuisances, whose confused and dis- 
jointed conceptions of what Liberalism is arise 
from their entire ignorance of its standard writers 
and current literature, help to retard real radical 
progress. The worst of it is that Freethought is, in 
the minds of the general public, held sponsor for 
their vapid utterances, while they hav neither under- 


the Investigator twenty years. 
conceded to be the activ worker for Liberalism, and 
is the agent for the Investigator. 


stood its philosophy, comprehended its purpose, nor 
contributed a dollar to disseminate mental freedom. 
What they hav contributed is the odium of their 
flaunting ignorance. They are the millstones around 
the neck of radicalism. They love themselvs too 
well to care for humanity or posterity. Well, the 
reader, should he know such a one, just let him read 
this. Let them know their hollow pretense is recog- 
nized; that, as they stand, we repudiate them; that 
they should either help the enthronement of reason, 
or be driven back into the chain-gang of the church. 

Hardly had I mailed last week's letter before a 
registered one arrived from Leonard Geiger, of Hud- 
son, N. Y., who also paid $25 for a life membership. 
Are there any more Geigers in the field? In his 
letter he says: 

Inclosed find my subscription ($50). Please inform me if 
the lectures delivered at the Congress are printed or are to be 
printed, and where to get them. There are only a few here 
who take a life interest in Secular work, and we want all the 
literature we can get. Yours respectfully, L. QEIGER. 

Hugo Schmidt is a hard man to get away from his 
family circle, but he makes up for lack of personal 
attention by generous help for those who do. He is 
also a prominent member of the Chicago Turn 
Gemeinde, and always a liberal contributor, in times 


of financial trouble, to the funds of the Chicago 
Secular Union. He pledged $25 to the Campaign 
Fund, and writes: 


Cnu10aa0 Waron Toor Co., Nov. 26, 1887. 
FRIEND Srevzens: Inclosed please find check for $25. 


Hope it will do a great deal of good. 


Yours truly, Huao Sonmurpr. 
A. C. Berg, one of our members, paid me his 


personal pledge ($5), but remember it costs him 
Several V's each year, for Berg is one of our very 
best workers. 


J. H. Collins, the sterling Freethinker, of Barnum, 


and the solitary representativ of Minnesota at the 
Congress, sends his pledge ($5). 
Collins! You set a good example for the rest of the 
Minnesota Liberals, which I hope they will not be 
slow to follow. I hope that before January 1st we 
ean hav published the more necessary documents, so 
instead of hoarding your funds for Christmas, let a 
little of it go for Liberalism. 


Shake, Brother 


I had to take a flying trip on personal matters 


through this state, and while in Springfield, pacing 
the platform of the Wabash depot awaiting a train 
for Jacksonville, was greeted by Mr. Budinot, an oc- 
casional contributor to Taz Trura Sxxzkzn, who rec- 
ognized the blazing torch of Reason with which Otto 
Wettstein had decorated our manly breast. Of course 
we had a brief but pleasant chat, which started me 
ruminating why more of those badges were not worn 
so that we might meet with warm and friendly greet- 
ings from fellow-Freethinkers, which would recom- 
pense us for the outlay a thousand fold. 


At Jacksonville I met Mr. Hackman, who has read 
Mr. B. F. Brown is 


I made a brief call on Dr. David Prince, the lead- 


ing physician and head of a sanitarium. As a mem- 
ber of the school board, a position he has held for 
years, the doctor has done excellent service to sec- 
ularize their educational system. No easy matter, 
we surmise, when surrounded by the influence of three 
sectarian colleges. 
O. Solinsky, a merchant tailor, whose wife, a well- 
educated lady of Brooklyn, shares his radical opin- 
ions. 


I found a stanch Freethinker in 


In Quincy, Ernst Bertschinger, treasurer of Dick’s 


Brewing Company, is neither running a Bible-class 
nor superintending a Sunday-school; so they con- 
sider he is little likely to become a defaulter, both 
he and his amiable wife being former members of the 
Chicago League, and here the secretary of the Amer- 
ican Secular Union can count on a hearty welcome. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bertschinger take an activ interest in 
Turn Verein affairs, and their society has recently 


erected a splendid structure at & cost of about 
$25,000. There are more Catholic churches in 
Quincy, I presume, than in any city of its size on the 
continent, and Romanism dominates the town. One 
sturdy Freethinker, however, in the common council, 
Dr. Durant, puts in his vigorous protest against 
church and state encroachment whenever necessary, 
and sometimes with good effect. 

I met Mrs. Minerva Merrick, a lady who, though 
she has seen seventy summers, shows more vim and 
vigor in protesting against orthodox dominion than 
thousands of young and professed Freethinkers. 
At her own expense, she has erected a large, hand- 
some brick structure, known as Merrick Hall, so that 
radical opinions may find a platform in that hotbed 
of Romanism. Mrs. Merrick conducts one page in 
the Watchman, a Spiritualistic paper published in 
this city, and was formerly editor of the Fountain 
of Light. Ialso made the acquaintance of Mr. Isaac 
N. Lee, a radical Secularist, formerly a member of 
the St. Louis Liberal L e, and who is anxious to 
espouse the Liberal cause as lecturer and organizer. 
He certainly appears well equipped for such work. 

At Peoria I spent a pleasant evening at the resi- 
dence of Mrs. James Taylor, a lady of firm Free- 


thought proclivities, in whose parlor stands a 
splendid marble bust of her friend, the peerless 
orator, R. G. Ingersoll; a statuet of Thomas Paine, 
and portraits of similar celebrities. Her twelve 
year-old daughter is training in the path of Paga- 
nini, and givs most excellent promis as a player. . 

In Bloomington I was startled to learn that one of 
the most genial of men and uncompromising of 
Liberals, Robt. Munholland, had died by his own 
hand shortly after I saw him in July last. Domestic 
trouble is ascribed as the cause. 

W. A. Gerken is a worthy upholder of the Free. 
thought standard, and, were his business cares not so 
exacting, would be an activ worker for the American 
Secular Union. 

Dr. Z. Waters is a leading physician and well. 
known Liberal with whom I had an agreeable visit. 
I wished to hav seen Mr. Howes, but time would not 
permit. 

At Mr. Bean’s, in Rock Island, I had the pleasure 
of refreshing my optics with a sight of Taz Taur 
Srexer and of meeting Mrs. Minchen, of Carroll, Ia., 
who, with her daughter, is spending the winter with 
“the old folks at home.” I was ferried over the 
river to see H. G. Scharfenberg, who reads his Trurz 
Szrxer with avidity, who always has been activ 
in Freethought propaganda, and who extends an 
invitation to the secretary to lecture in the new 
Turner Hall on its completion, which will be one of 
the finest buildings in the city when finished. 
Scharfenberg helps all the Liberal papers to get 
subscribers. E. A. STEVENS. 


— tms 
C. B. Reynolds on His Western Tour. 


Savannan, Mo., Nov. 15th to 18th.—I would like 
to know why all the villages in Missouri hav a public 
square, around which cluster the stores, and why 
each county seat adorns its square with a wretched, 
unsightly brick structure, with a dirty “ I'm-ashamed- 
of-myself” wooden steeple, and call the thing a court- 
house? f 

This vill city (I expect to be assassinated’ for 
failing to designate all the little villages I stop at 
cities, but I confess ignorance of how many shanties 
are necessary to constitute a city; perhaps this 
humble confession of lack of discernment will save 
the outpouring of my gore)—this city, Savannah, is 
laid out with fine broad avenues for streets, with 
possibilities of greatness in the future; there are 
many very handsome, and some real nice, cosy, 
home-like residences. The best of her citizens are 
Liberals, which accounts for the thrift and progress 
of everything except the jail and court-house—places 
Christians alone are interested in. They had three 
devout Christians, who had been blessed with Sun- 
day-school instruction, detained in the jail awaiting 
trial for murder. 

The public school is à magnificent building, well 
attended and admirably conducted. A rich farming 


‘country on every side insures a bright business future. 


Wm. Cook, Jas. D. McKnight, Geo. N. Davis, and 
E. S. Follett, all prompt-paying subscribers of Tur 
Truru Szxkxrn, take the lead in every good work. I 
delivered a course of four lectures here, with good 
attendance and interest. A little of energy and self- 
sacrifice and an efficient organization could be per- 
fected that would be a power for good. There is 
abundance of material; it needs only persistence and 
self-sacrifice on the part of a few to start it. I dis- 
tributed a large amount of Liberal literature and 
periodicals. 

OnrrucorgE, Mo., Nov. 20th and 21st.—By an ac- 
cident, that right-royal Liberal Wm. Mellwrath failed 
to get notice of the lectures in the local paper, and 
much to my chagrin I had to lose Sunday, “taking 
my ease at mine inn.” But bright and early on 
Monday morning friend McIlwrath and that sturdy 
veteran in the cause of progress, James Graham, com- 
pleted arrangements for a lecture on Monday even- 
ing, resulting in good attendance, and I was much 
flattered at the general regret expressed after the 
lecture that I could not hav delivered the other two. 
Friend McIlwrath promptly paid me the sum agreed 
on for the three lectures. There is a wonderful dif- 
ference between Liberals and Liberals. We need 
more of the MeIlwrath and Graham kind. 

Brunswiox, Mo., No. 22d and 24th.—Brother Wm. 
Tyler is an intelligent, whole-souled, outspoken Lib- 
eral, an earnest worker for Taz Trura Sxzrxzm, the 
friend of justice, and the unrelenting foe of super- 
stition, cant, and hypocrisy. At Lancaster, N. Y. 
I once baptized two of his grandchildren into the 
Seventh-day Adventist church, and the old gentle- 
man’s greatest grief is that he hasa daughter—so 
good a woman naturally, but so wretched a fanatic. 
With abundant wealth, everything to make home a 
paradise of love and joy for herself, her husband, and 
her children, she exiles her little oneg, three beauti- 
ful girls, to Battle Creek, Mich. The poor children 
are deprived of a mothers love just when they 
most need it. The parents suffer in their bitter 
loneliness, their beautiful home is desolate, and the 
lives of father and mother one long cruel penance. 
All for Jesus, all for the hope of being united in 
heaven when Jesus comes! Oh! the untold misery, 
the bleeding hearts, the needless anguish, the self- 
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inflicted torture, the ruin and blighted lives of chil-| sense enough to appreciate everything that lightens 


dren, this Christianity occasions. — 
Despite the prophecy of the saints, I had good 
_ attendance and an almost unanimous request to de- 
liver another lecture on the 24th, which I did. A 
number were interested in organization, and will 
. remit for annual memberships of the American Sec- 
ular Union to Secretary E. A. Stevens, of Chicago, Ill. 
Sauispury, Mo., Nov. 23d.—This is another hotbed 
of orthodoxy, but in process of evoluting. Prejudice 
_ bristles to the surface, and, prejudice being the nat- 
ural offspring of ignorance, no wonder the more 
ignorant the Christian the more savagely hostil to 
anything that seems destructiv to his creed. It poured 
` of rain, then turned to ice and sleet just at the time 
-> of the lecture. Yet I had quite a goodly number, 
and a very attentiv audience. -` 
I had the pleasure to meet friend John Trueblood, 
a most zealous and outspoken worker for Liberalism ; 
friend Stewart and his bright, talented young son, 
and the enterprising Loeb Brothers, the principal 
merchants of the place. 1 
We need to cultivate a zeal according to knowl- 
edge; we must shun the intolerance of the sectarian 
that we deplore, and not feel hateful or impatient 
with those who fail to embrace the truth. Nor does 
it help our cause to attempt to force the subject upon 
people in season and out of season. No one has 
more contempt for the mollusk than myself. But I 
do not think it compatible with Liberal principles to 
attack people every time we meet them, or to break 
in on conversation on other subjects to force atten- 
tion to our objections to Christianity. “Put your- 
self in his place.” The exercise of a little common 
sense and & good deal of forbearance is essential to 
success in winning people from superstition and 
error. C. B. Reynoxps. 
————— 9-8 .,9——————. 


A Speech by Colonel Ingersoll. 


Stuart Robson and William H. Crane, the well- 
known actors, were given a dinner by C. P. Palmer 
on the 21st ult., at which were gathered as eminent a 
company as New York can count. The speeches 
were all brilliant, but the best, of course, was by 
Colonel Ingersoll. General Sherman said he liked 
the stage, and had the best kind of an exemplar in 

- General Washington. Chauncey M. Depew, in spite 
of his piety, likes the theater, and honors the good 
actors. The other speakers testified to the same 
effect, and Colonel Ingersoll said: 

I believe in the medicin of mirth, and in what I 
might call the longevity of laughter. Every man 
who has caused erc] true, honest mirth has been a 
benefactor of the human race. In a world like this, 
where there is so much trouble—a world gotten up 
on such a poor pian—where sometimes one is almost 
inclined to think that the deity, if there be one, 
played a practical joke—to find, I say, in such a 
world, something that for the moment allows laugh- 
ter to triumph over sorrow, is a great piece of good 
fortune. : 

Ilike the stage, not only because General Sherman 
likes it (and I do not think that I was ever at a 
theater in my life but I saw him)—I not only like it 
because General Washington liked it, but because 
the greatest man that ever touched this grain of sand 
and tear we call the world wrote for the stage, and 
poured out & very Mississippi of philosophy and 
pathos and humor, and everything calculated to raise 
and ennoble mankind. 

It giv8 me pleasure to see the stage honored, 
because actors are the ministers, the apostles, of the 
greatest man who ever lived, and because they put 
flesh and blood upon and passion within the greatest 
characters that the greatest man drew. This is the 
reason I like the stage. It makes us human. A 
rascal never gains applause—a hypocrit never com- 
manded admiration, not even when he was acting a 
clergyman—except for the naturalness of the acting. 
No one has ever yet seen any play in which, in his 
heart, he did not applaud honesty, heroism, sincerity, 
fidelity, courage, and self-denial. No man ever heard 
a great play who did not get up a better, a wiser, and 
more humane man; and no man ever went to the 
theater and heard Robson and Crane, who did not go 
home better-natured, and treat his family that night 
a little better than on any other night when he had 
not heard the same actors. 

I enjoy the stage, and I always did enjoy it. I love 
the humanity of it. I hate solemnity. It is the 
brother of stupidity. You never knew a solemn man 
who was not stupid, and you never will. There never 
was a man of true genius who had not the simplicity 
of a child and over whose lips has not rippled the 
river of laughter. Solemnity is a mask worn to hide 
stupidity. I like, I say, the stage for its wit and for 
its humor. I do not like sarcasm. I do not like 
mean humor.. There is as much difference between 
humor and malicious wit as there is between a bee's 
honey and a bee's sting, and the reason I like Rob- 
son and Crane is that they hav the honey without the 
sting. ; 

mother thing that makes me glad is, that I liv in 
an age and generation that has sense enough to ap- 

, preciate the stage; sense enough to appreciate music; 


the burdens of this life. 

Only a few years ago our dear ancestors looked 
upon the theater as the vestibule of hell, and every 
actor was going the primrose road to the eternal 
bonfire. In those good old days our fathers, for the 
sake of relaxation, talked about death and graves 
and epitaphs, and worms and shrouds, and dust and 
hell. In those days they despised music, cared noth- 
ing for art, and yet I hav lived long to hear the world 
—that is to say, the civilized world—say that Shak- 
Spere wrote the greatest book that man has ever 
read. I hay lived long enough to see men like Bee- 
thoven and Wagner put side by side with the world's 
great and best. 

We must remember that imagination makes the 
great difference between men; and I hav lived long 
enough to see actors placed with the grandest and 
noblest, side by side with the benefactors of the hu-. 
man race. 

There is one thing in which I cannot quite agree. 
I do like tragedy, because tragedy is only the other 
side of the shield, and I like both sides. I love to 
spend an evening on the twilight boundary line be- 
tween tears and smiles. There is nothing that pleases 
me better than some scene, some act, where the smile 
catches the tears in the eyes, and where the eyes are 
almost surprised by the smile, and the smile touched 
and softened by the tears. The greatest comedians 
and the greatest tragedians hav that power. 

And, in conclusion, let me say, that it givs me more 
than pleasure to acknowledge the debt of gratitude 
I owe, not only to the stage, but to the actors whose 
health we drink to-night. 


Great Men’s Sons and Daughters. 
New York Correspondence of the New York Mirror, December 8a. ` 
It is the wish of almost every man to leave behind 


him a son—to carry on a business, to perpetuate a 


name, to inherit a fortune. And how many of ’em 
hav their wish? The faculty for getting and manag- 
ing money is more apt to be transmitted than any- 
thing else. The Astors, Vanderbilts, and Goulds hav 
properly constructed sons, who follow in their fathers’ 
tracks with feet big enough to fit them. But brains, 
unlike other qualities, do not seem to run in families. 
A notable example is being squirted round the coun- 
try just now by Major Pond. If anything is unlike 
Mother thing, it’s Charles Dickens fils to Charles 
Dickens pere. Without doubt, the elder Dickens was 
the most important man, in literature, that ever vis- 
ited this land. A more inconsequential person than 
Charles Dickens the younger the Lord never made. 
He is absolutely nobody—merely the son of his fa- 
ther—and how he came to be that is a wonder. 

I can’t call to-mind any celebrated poet who can 
say, “ My father, the great verse-maker.” Nor do I 
remember any great novelist whose spirit derives at 
present any great comfort from the proceedings of 
his son, save that of the elder Dumas. ‘With actors 
it has been somewhat better. The Keans, the Kem- 
bles, the Mathews, and the Booths hav held dramatic 
ability with more equality, though the elders of all 
these names hav been the greater; so that I never 
take any interest in celebrated men’s sons. It’s no 
earthly consequence if they hav any, unless there’s a 
vast fortune at stake. 

The rare and radiant daughter is not so scarce an 
article as the satisfactory son. The finest children 
men of gre#t intellects hav had hav been girls, and 
a very Romola of a maiden has Robert Ingersoll. He 
has two—Maud and Eva, both splendid women; but 
as one star differs from another in glory (according 
to the burial service), so Eva possesses a type of love- 
liness that dims the beauty of any handsome woman 
near her. That great lover of nature, grace, and 
beauty—her father—must look at Eva Ingersoll with 
very much the same feeling that Praxiteles contem- 
plated his completed Venus of Cnidus—believing the 
world owed him the most perfect specimen of female 
beauty'extant. 

Eva Ingersoll is neither blonde nor brunet. She 
has a complexion that would be fair with the blond- 
est hair; she has hair dark enough to set off the oliv 
skin of the most pronounced brunet; she has feat- 
ures as regular as those of a Greek statue, and all the 
intelligent expression that belongs to an entirely 
irregular style of face. She is so unconscious of her 
loveliness that she makes you wonder what, the 
society belles, May, Marion, and Adele, would do if 
they had her charms, since they take on such airs 
with a tithe of her beauty. She is splendidly edu- 
cated. Her father has been her teacher. She is tall, 
slight, and graceful. I looked at her the other night 
—not an ornament on her beautiful person. A plain 
dress of cream-white nun’s veiling fell in unbustled 
folds behind. The material was crossed on her 
white bosom in front, showing her throat. Her hair 
was lifted over the small ears and gathered in a knot 
low in her neck. There was not the smallest affecta- 
tion in the simplicity of her dress or her hair dress- 
ing. She was not posing in the classic statue business. 
She looked that which she is—the ideal sweet of 
perfect womanhood. There sits in the depths of her 
dark, soft eyes and on the curves of her smiling 


mouth a spirit that could in a moment of peril trans- 
form her into a heroin—a spirit of strength and en- 
durance that would make her white arms a support 
and defense—a spirit of truth and changeless devo- 
tion that.would light her noble face with a smile as 
she died for a creature she loved. Well, Robert 
Ingersoll has the finest girl in New York by his fire- 
side to-day. If I belonged to his sex, Pd be found 
tuning my lyre in the columns of the newspapers and 
on his front-door steps morning, noon, and night. I 
would relate the anecdote of my affections early and ' 
late. I would win that woman if it lay in my power, 
for never before in my life did I meet a girl physic- 
ally, mentally, and wholly so attractiv. . 

And that great certificate of a daughter’s future, 
her mother, only intensified the opinion I had of her. 
Mrs. Robert Ingersoll is handsome and happy. 
Think of a woman twenty-odd years a wife filling 
that description! The prints hav from time to time 
told of the mighty iconoclast’s home life. There the 
strongest credentials in favor of his creed and his 
character are the faces of his wife and his daughters. 

For the Lord’s sake get a picture of Jane Carlyle; 
go look at Mrs. Cotton Mather; catch onto the coun- 
tenance of Miss Maria Milton, the “ Paradise-Lost-” 
no-reward-offered daughter; see what you think of 
the face of Mrs. Bishop Biblebanger, and then study 
the photographs of that magnificent matron, Mrs. 
Robert Ingersoll, and her splendid daughters Maud 
and Eva. I don't believe they will exchange condi- 
tions—those daughters—in a hurry. Mr. Man who 
goes courting into the camp of Colonel Robert must 
be measured beside that intellectual Titan, and I 
would like to know where the man will come from 
who can stand that comparison. As Eva Ingersoll 
pales the ineffectual fires of rival beauties, so Robert, 
her father, dwarfs every man who anchors alongside. 


ee 
Museums and Libraries in Great Britain. 


The following is alist of the places now open to the 

people of Great Britain on Sundays: 
National Museums and Galleries at Kew. 
National Galleries at Hampton Court Palace. 
National Exhibition at Greenwich Hospital. 
National Gallery of Ireland, Dublin. . 
National Museum of Science and Art, Dublin. 
Municipal Art Gallery and Museum, Birmingham. 
Municipal Free Public Library, Birmingham. 
Municipal Free Public Libraies (Seven), Manchester. 
Municipal Free Public Library, Middlesborough. 
Municipal Free Public Library, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Municipal Free Public Library, Rochdale. 
Municipal Free Public Library, St. Helens. 
Municipal Museum, Stockport. 
Municipai Free Public Library, Wigan. 
Municipal Free Art, Gallery, Leek. 
Municipal Collection of Models, Newcastle. 

Repeated inquiries of the officials controling these 
institutions tend to show that they are largely used 
by the wage-earning classes, in whose interest the - 
Sunday opening was determined upon. In most 
cases the proposal was strongly denounced when first 
made, but the results hav completely silenced all op- 
position. The Birmingham institutions hav been 
open since 1872, and the numbers visiting them hav 
increased steadily from 23,000 in that year to 109,000 
in 1884, and to a much higher number since the 
opening of the New Art Gallery. The Manchester 
Free Libraries hav been open on Sunday since 1878, 
and readers hav increased from 125,000 in that year 
to 253,800 in 1886. Abundant evidence from many 
other places can be supplied to show that Sunday 
opening is highly appreciated wherever it is given 
fair trial. 

s a a 
Lectures and Meetings. 


Tuz Society of Humanity had one of its, pleasant literary 
and ‘sociable entertainments on the evening of November 
20th. Asthat was the anniversary of the birth of Wendell 
Phillips, the address by Edward King dealt with the great 
Abolitionist’s life and services. Like .all of his addresses, 
this one was able and instructiv, and those who hav heard 
Mr. King often, say that it was brilliant even for him. 
Piano music by Magnus Gross, Jr., and Miss Carrie Louis, 
followed the speech, and then a reception and dancing. 
Among the fifty or more present were Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 
and Mrs. E. B. Foote, Mr. and Mrs. C. L. F. Bridge and two 
daughters, Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Lipton, Dr. F. 8. Olcott, Dr. 
Eversüeld, Mr. George Gross, Lawyer F. C. Leubuscher, 
Mrs. Wood and daughter, Mrs. Andrews and daughter, Mrs. 
Somerby, Miss Burnier, and Miss McCarthy; also, Messrs. 
Burnier, Roche, McIntyre, Dailey, Verrell, Montague, Korff, 
Thompson, Le Compte, Mrs. Johnson, Mrs. Herani, Misses 
Duganne, Knapp, Brodley, Lawrence, Seward, George, 
Groo, Gross, and Leubuscher. The number of attractiv 
young ladies present was noticed by all, and. it was also 
numerously remarked that Mr. King addressed himself no 
less successfully to the hearts of those present at the recep- 
tion than he had previously done to their understanding. 
Another conspicuous feature of the gathering was the general 
sociability among the guests, which made anything in the 
way of entertainment almost superfluous. It is the intention 
of the Society to hold one of these sociables every month. 
The parlors at 28 Lafayette Place are open and warmed 
daily. The nucleus of a library has been formed by a dona- 
tion of books from the Truth Seeker Company, and Mr. 
Charles Eckhard may be found in attendance. You are 
invited to call. 1 : 
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Communications. 


Freedom of Debate. 


To tHe Eprror or Tae Tavra Srexer, Sir: There 
' was roaring fun at our house when we received Tax 
Troru Srrxer of October 29th. Wife said: “ It is just 
like you!” It would hav suited me better if Brother 
Heston had placed me nearer the “animal.” I judge, 
however, by the looks of my brother-lecturers that 
I was near enough to hit it. It would hav been 
truer to nature and facts if our gifted artist had rep- 
resented those brethren just vanishing in the dim 
distance. : 

Well, I enjoy it, cartoons and all A little genial 
mirth enlivens serious controversy and injures no 
one. 

I may as well contribute a little more fuel to keep 
the pot boiling. 

‘We may as well pause in our attacks upon theol- 


ogy, and ask ourselvs whether we understand our. 


own fundamental principles of Freethought. 

It would hav been gratifying if you had replied 
io my article, and, by a course of logical reasoning, 
- shown wherein I am wrong in my positions on the 
subject of debate. For twenty-eight years I hav 
been in public life, challenging the Christian world 
to meet us; and, if my Christian opponents indorsed 
their champion, I always felt that that settled the 
question of fitness. F'or me to refuse to meet anyone 
that the Christian community indorsed, would hav 
been considered by Christians as moral cowardice on 
my part. and Ithink they would hav been right. 

I notice that you hav had a visit from my old and 
valued friend, W. W. Frasier, Ottawa, Kansas. What 
a stinging rebuke that was he gave Braden! But, 
had your policy been carried out, he would hav al- 
lowed the opportunity to pass. Mr. George Baldwin 
is another Freethinker who bearded Braden in his 
own meeting in Linesville, Pa. Braden has been try- 
ing for years to be able to say that Freethought lect- 
urers, who challenge the clergy, dare not meet Clark 
Braden. If Freethinkers choose to allow him to 
come into their town and berate them, misrepresent, 
and vilify Infidels without accepting his challenge, 
they are at liberty to do so. But how does that ac- 
cord with our claim for free debate? How does it 
harmonize with Ingersoll’s claim that there are two 
or three men in every town who can corner the par- 
son? And when this parson comes along, maintain 
a dead silence! You intimate that if Christians would 
read all that Freethinkers hav said against Braden, 
he could obtain no indorsement. You, away off in 
New York city, show by this that you do not know 
Christians and hav not come in contact with them as 


I hav—not in one or two towns, but in nearly every | 


town. 

You said: “ Mr. Frazier knows Clark Braden well, 
having acted as best-man to Champion Jamieson in 
arranging a debate between them, out of which Bra- 
den crawled." 

Now let me ask, Would my Freethought friends 
hav been proud of our position if I had done the 
crawling instead of Braden? We knew the man 
then as well as you know him now. 

Underwood had six or seven debates with him. 

Beems to me, with his knowledge of zoology, he 
ought to hav found him out earlier in the campaign. 
Watts, I am informed, had two debates with him. 
If Braden is the kind of animal depicted by your 
artist, did it require two Jehovah Jacob “ wrestling- 
matches" before Watts discovered the nature of the 
animal? 
' When a lecturer invites criticism, at the close of 
his publie addresses, does he couple with the invita- 
tion that the critic must be a person of undoubted 
good character? These invitations often lead directly 
to public oral debate. Suppose, then, the lecturer 
objects to his character and the Christians of several 
denominations step forward and say: “ We indorse 
our champion ;" and still the lecturer refuses to meet 
him! I would call that trailing our Freethought ban- 
ner in the dust and ashes of humiliation in the name 
of a pseudo respectability. Hither let us quit chal- 
lenging “the world, the flesh, and the devil,” as we 
hav been doing for more than a generation, or stand 
by our guns. Ought we to allow Christian pole-cats 
to drive us from our position? . 

In all our battles with the Christian church she 
has never been able to make us retreat one inch. 
Our march bas been resistlessly forward. But if 
your position is the true one, the church has at last 
discovered something more effectiv than “iron 
chariots” (which were too much for the Lord), more 
powerful (no pun) than General Joshua’s ram’s horns. 
Steadily we hav been driving the church before us. 
All the church slanders against the Freethought 
army hav utterly failed to stay its progress to victory. 
Christianity has employed every conceivable weapon, 
honorable and dishonorable, without avail. Our lines 
never wavered. We were driving her to the per- 
dition she had prepared for the human family. She 
was at the very precipice of “fear, remorse, and 
despair," when, lo! almost by accident, she discovers 


Freethinkers balt in blank amazement! “Any shape 
but that!" No battering-ram did the church ever 
employ that was half as strong. (This is figurativ.) 
We hav witnessed the commotion. Look! That 
splendid Freethought army that hitherto defied the 
‘foe is now beating a retreat, “driven from sea to sea,” 
by an innocent-looking little quadruped. 

O my countrymen! it makes me sad. I am not 
afraid of death; but I do not like to die in that way. 

My compliments to Watson Heston. I agree with 
him when he says that “the worth of the pelt will not 
pay for the skinning!” That is the trouble with 
some of you, my brethren. You hav engaged in the 
pelt business, and hav just awakened to the fact that 
such hides are not worth a dime a dozen. I hav 
gone for the life of the animal. The church is wel- 
come to the pelt. — : 

There is not & Freethinker in the land that does 
not know a few good, resounding whacks with that 
club would end the existence of the pestiferous curse. 
I hav never yet been able to get a second stroke (a 
second debate) at the animal in the same town. 
True, we may soil our Sunday suit; but if there is a 
soldier among us who is afraid of that, he should 
never hav “joined the army." 

Dr. Lyman Beecher's excuse for not debating was 
that he once threw a hymn-book at one of the 
“ critters "— gained a victory, but spoiled the book ! 

Brother Watts says, “It would be a degradation of 
the deepest dye to meet him [Braden] on a public 
platform.” ` 

I would hav been glad, indeed, if he had had the 
goodness to support such a statement with reasons. 
As it stands, it is neither better nor stronger than a 
clergyman’s positiv assumptions—which we Free- 
thinkers long ago rejected. 

Did he not know who Braden was before he 
debated with him? If not, it confirms my position: 
that Freethought lecturers hav not been in the habit 
of raising the question of character. It has been the 
universal custom for our lecturers to throw out chal- 
lenges to the Christian clergy indiscriminately, and if a 
Christian were put forward to champion Christianity, 
indorsed by even one denomination, that settled the 
question of fitness. Christians were the first to 
demand from Freethinkers an indorsement of the 
lecturer before they would “condescend” to debate 
with the “Infidel.” Now that Christians pluck up 
courage enough to indorse a debater, why should 
Freethinkers shrink from meeting him? Is it purely 
a personal prejudice? I look beyond the person to 
the system he champions. 

If Mr. Watts did know what kind of & man Clark 
Braden is before he debated with him, why should 
he offer Braden’s bad ‘character as a reason for not 
debating with him ? " 

In either case, it is bad for him. If he did not 
know him, it shows he “rushed in where angels [or 
lecturers] fear to tread." 

For many years the celebrated Investigator de- 
bates hav been in vogue in Boston. I never knew 
the Infidels there to demand a certificate of character 
from a Christian before he would be permitted to 
exercise the right of free speech. They did not even 
ask that he be indorsed by anybody. 

The more my Liberal brethren hav written against 
debating with a bad Christian, the more clearly it is 
seen that they are obliged to adopt not only the fool- 
ish doctrin, but the very expressions of Christianity. 
As you quote him in your issue of October 8th, Mr. 
Watts says: “After reading them [the views of 
Braden’s life] one cou.d no longer doubt the reality 
of human depravity.” 

Very few Christians believe in total depravity. 
They believe just as Watts does. We are indebted 
to the Watts family for a large cargo of literature 
upon depravity. 

D. M. Bennett, the grand old fearless Freethinker, 
said: ‘No matter how bad a man he (Joseph Cook] 
can make you believe me to be, it will not prove 
Christianity true ;” and, further, that if all Çook had 
said of Bennett had been true it did not exonerate 
Cook from meeting Bennett in debate. Cook's reply 
was the same as: yours: “No honorable man can 
keep company of this kind.” D. M. Bennett was 
willing to meet a clergyman in debate whom he 
charged with being “a falsifier and maligner ;" ‘“de- 
fends perjury and the worst villainy.” 

Infidels are so thoroughly in favor of. universal 
mental liberty that they would never deprive a slave 
nor a state-prison convict of free speech. ‘The free- 
dom of debate contains the very kernel of free speech. 
How can anyone maintain “universal mental liberty” 
and deny to any human being—the meanest, the 
worst—a free platform? Bad as we,believe the 
Jehovah of the Jews to hay been, if real, even he ad- 
mitted the right of Satan to enter heaven and express 
himself with entire freedom; and, seemingly, there 
was no fear that the good angels standing around 
would be contaminated by such “associations.” It 
is not catching in some families. 

It is true that Braden deals in wholesale vitupera- 
tion cf Infidels in general, and personal abuse of hia 
Opponent in particular. He imagins tbat the vials 
of holy wrath, scorn, contempt, that he pours out 


one thing that makes nearly the entire army of: upon the head of his Infidel opponent—the slime of 
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superstition—helps Christianity and hurts Infidelity, 
That he is sustained in this view by too many Cbris- 
tians is a lamentable fact. Braden expresses in pub. 
lic, in a harsh manner, what thousands of Christian, 
fathers and mothers teach their children against 
Infidels. There is not a community that I ever 
visited, where Infidel families and their Infidel chil. 
dren are not iraduced, abused, lied about, by Chris- 
tian parents. I tell you it is the system itself that 
we must deal with. I hav often felt the same kind 
of pity, I suppose, for Christians (victims of the hate 
born of their religion) that my ‘Cbristian neighbor 
feels for the lost souls of poor heathen. 2 

I hav met Braden three times in debate. Hight 
nights in Paola, Kansas; twelve nights in Salem, 
Ill; four in Linesville, Pa. I did not feel that I bad 
been degraded, and supposed that if I conducted 
myself as a gentleman no opponent could degrade me. 

When Mr. Watts says that Eder Braden is intel- 
lectually weak,I differ from him. I am aware that if 
one does not like an opponent he is very apt to 
underrate his ability. This is the fault of the Chria- 
tian world generally. We ought to eschew that bad 
trait of the Christians. Some general has said that 
“it is not safe to underestimate the strength of the 
enemy.” 

I hav heard Rev. T. De Witt Talmage, Rev. Henry 
Ward Beecher, and other distinguished preachers, 
and must say that Braden is as strong intellectually 
as any of them. I admit that this is a mere matter 
of opinion. But wherever Braden has lectured and 
debated Christians, with few exceptions, hav con- 
sidered him a very learned man, possessing wonder- 
ful intellectual powers; and many of them assert 
that they believe he is the ablest debater Christianity 
ever had. This is the way, indeed, that the mass of 
Christians hav talked in every town he has visited, as 
far as I hav heard. 

In Paola and Salem our debates were thronged 
scores could not gain entrance. It was thus for twelve 
nights in Salem. I consider it a grand opportunity 
to spread Freethought principles, and to undermine 
superstition. It may seem, sometimes, that I am 
very harsh myself toward persons when charging 
upon the church. I hav had some Infidels make this 
mistake, and take me to task for my severity. I 
never shot a Christian yet unless he got in range of 
my guns, trained on the detestable system. While 
striving to crush the life out of slavery, I had a ten- 
der heart always for the slave. Some of you now 
think I am altogether too kind to the slave. 

It is not the question, whether Clark Braden’s 
character is as good as D. M. Bennett's. Suppose 
both equally good or bad, what has that to do with 
the principles of free speech or free debate? But 
you say Clark Braden, in addition to being a “ repro- 
bate” (another pious expression), “has persistently, 
maliciously, and indefatigably slandered a family of 
Freethiukers, respected by every one who enjoys the 
slightest acquaintance with them.” 

This is the penalty we pay for being Freethinkers. ~ 
Who has ‘escaped ? 

You say no Christian church that knows Clark 
Braden will put him forward as a representativ. But it 
will You are entirely mistaken. The fact is against 
you. There is no Freethought lecturer that can 
obtain a stronger indorsement by Freethinkers than 
Clank Braden can by Christians, and by Christians 
who hav read all that Freethinkers hav printed and 
circulated to his discredit. In my Salem. debate 
Clark Braden was indorsed by six denominations. 
You say, “ There are some things which even Chris- 
tians refuse to do.” You supposed they would re- 
fuse to indorse Braden as their. representativ, if 
they knew him. But they do. I tell you, my good 
friends, there is nothing which Christians refuse to 
do, as a class, mind you, where their religion is 
involved. 

I regret exceedingly that you hav raised the ques- 
tion of personal character. It is a serious mistake— 
just such a mistake as Abbot, Underwood, and 
Bundy made with reference to D. M. Bennett. It 
has been the main dependence of Christians in 
assailing Freethought. This was the line of attack 
upon Thomas Paine—his bad character, his personal 
habits. Instead of auswering Paine's crushing argu- 
ments against the Christian system, they bedaubed 
him with accusations. They were not logical enough 
to perceive that if every charge had been true, it did 
not prove Christianity divine, and did not answer 
any of the damaging arguments which Paine brought 
against Christianity. 

I want to see this question thoroughly discussed. 
If Mr. Watts wishes to take up my errors and logic- 
ally dissect them, I am willing he should try, either 
through his own paper, or yours, or both. - All I ask 
is a free press for-reply. A man who is afraid to hav 
his errors exposed is afraid of truth. Merely saying 
that “gentlemen will not associate with blackguards,” 
as you remarked, is no answer to my position on free 
debate. As Freethinkers we long ago declared that 
we would not deny even the devil himself the right 
of free speech. The church claims that Jesus Christ 
had a debate with him. Did that make the Chris- 
tian's Christ an associate of that celebrated person- 
age with ẹ character as black as his complexion? 
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Even the great Bishop Watson debated with Paine, 
vile as Paine was believed to be by Christians, Were 
Watson and Paine “associates” because they dis- 
puted against each other? 

Freethinkers hav contended that to deny & man 
the liberty of debate is to deny him the liberty of 
speech. So far as debating is concerned, you would 
impose silence upon Clark Braden for bad conduct. 
Joseph Cook and Comstock would hav done pre- 
cisely the same thing with Bennett, and for precisely 
the same reason. 

O Liberty! thou sphinx of the ages! even thy best 
friends do not comprehend thee. 
of the race! twin of truth! grander, more glorious, 
than any god art thou—mightier than any monarch 
of the skies. For love of thee multitudes of nature's 
noble men and true-heertéd women hav perished. 
Art thou, after all the struggle to know thee, but a 
figment of the imagination of man? Is there no 
reality? Banish thee, arrayed in the glittering splen- 
dor of truth, and life and death are all one, and 
human love itself mockery. Inclosed in thy warm 
embrace oblivion itself is sunshine sweet, rather than 
the unending years of immortality without thee, 
` priceless friend of humanity! W. F. Jameson. 

Monte Vista, Col. 


— 
Religious Delusions. 


THEIR STULTIFYING AND DESTRUCTIV POWER, ILLUSTRATED 
IN THE HISTORY OF THE ECONOMITE SOCIETY, LOCATED 
ON THE RIGHT BANK OF THE OHIO RIVER, AND TWENTY 

' MILES BELOW PITTSBURGH. 


IH. 

If it should be asked how it came about that the 
Economites, believing as they did in the Second 
Advent, and expecting every night when they said 
their prayers and went to bed that they might be 
awakened before morning by the clangor of the arch- 
angels trump, did not fold their arms in idleness 
and put on their ascension robes, as the Millerites 
did, but worked steadily every day at their vocation 
of farming and manufacturing, amassing wealth with 
such wonderful success that their treasury over- 

` flowed with gold, I answer: Miller and his followers 
believed and expected Christ to make his appearance 
here in the United States. Rapp, on the contrary, 
being a Millenarian, and not oniy a Second Adventist, 
believed that Jerusalem, in Palestine, a country lying 
on the eastern shore of the Mediterranean, was the 
appointed place; and that, while every human being 
on the earth would receive notification of Christ's 
arrival in some miraculous way, the actual appearing 
would take place in the city where he was crucified, 
&nd which was to be for a thousand years the metro- 
politan city of the new kingdom. The Economites 
were eminently practical men, and ‘believed firmly in 
the doctrin of dollars and cents. They knew by 
experience that it cost money for them to migrate, 
first, from Germany, then from Pennsylvania to the 
Wabash, and from that place back again to Pennsyl- 

' vania. Rapp did not believe in unnecessary miracles ; 
that he and his people would cross the ocean and be 
landed in Jerusalem by miraculously contrived bal- 
loons that could go without gas, but that they must 
travel by steamboats on the sea, and by wagons of 
some kind on the land, till they reached the sacred spot. 
All this would require the outlay of vast sums of 
money, and these honest and sincere believers worked 
hard and saved closely to accumulate what was 
requisit. The Economites keep their own secrets; 
but after the death of Rapp and time forced upon 
his survivors the conviction that their departed leader 
had somehow or other made a mistake in his calcula- 
tions as to the exact time of Christ's appearing, & 
report was in circulation, and seemed to be well 
founded, that large sums of gold and silver, which 
had been accumulating for years, were transferred 
from Economy to one of the banks in Pittsburgh for 
safe keeping, till such times as they should be 
needed. 
THE ADOPTION OF CELIBACY AS A RULE OF LIFE. 

It was this religious delusion concerning the com- 
ing of Christ that was destined to extirpate the 
Economites from the face of the earth as a commu- 
nity of prosperous and happy people, and to scatter 
their wealth we know not where. Not taught wis- 
dom, or even common sense, by the disappointment 
of the primitiv Christians, nor by the second great 
failure of Christ to appear eight hundred years ago, 
when three centuries of abortiv war to rescue Jeru- 
salem from the Turk piled up their proofs mountain 

.high that it was a delusion, these Economites so 

cherished their Millenarian views and expectations 
that, reasoning precisely as the Christian apostles 
did, they came to the conclusion that marriage, with 
its consequences of the birth and bringing up of 
families of children, was all wrong, and they became 
celibates. Of course, they had scripture authority 
for this policy; for all the scores of antagonistic 
sects now composing the visible church go to the 
Bible for their discordant creeds and modes of wor- 
ship, and find them there. Good morals and bad 
morals, truth and falsehood, all find countenance in 
that volume. 

But love, that holy sentiment which binds the hearts 
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of husbands and wives together in the bonds of a 
true marriage, and yields infinit delight to parents, 
in the birth, training, well-doing, and companionship 
of properly organized children, revenges itself sooner 
or later on all those who under any pretense, or in 
any way whatever, put dishonor upon it; and the 
day that religion, in its reckless cruelty and utter in- 
difference to human happiness, tore asunder the 
loving hearts of these German husbands and wives, 
was the time when their doom of ultimate extinction 
was sealed. ` 

There is a large class of persons in this world who 
are abundantly able to work in the various vocations 
of life, but who, from some defect in their mental 
organization, do not plan and work wisely. The 
consequence is that even in the prime of life they are 
poor, and `of course hav accumulated no means of 
comfortable living in old age, and ultimately fall 
vietims to that relentless law which nature has 
enacted for the perfection of her species, the strug- 
gle for life, and the survival of those only which con- 
form to their environments. There is another class 
in whom the property instinct works normally and 
well, and they accumulate much more than they need. 
In a community whose interests are managed by 
competent men, the labor of this class of incompe- 
tents, if directed by superior business ability, is sure 
to provide for.them during life all the substantial 
comforts which wealth can procure. But will these 
incompetents be willing, in consideration of their 
participating in the general prosperity and abund- 
ance of a community, to be subordinated to those 
who are superior to them in business intelligence 
and plan? And if so, what about their wives and 
children ? 

On this account I feel the more vexed at this 
blunder of the Economites, and the more indignant 
at religion for causing it, because they had it in their 
power, by continuing marriage and the family rela- 
tion, to settle the question whether a community. 
based upon the principle of the natural institution of 
marriage, could permanently prosper from one gen- 
eration to.another, or whether celibacy, by prevent- 
ing the ambition and rivalry of separate family in- 
terests, is not a sine gua non to success. The exper- 
iment made by the Shakers, as well as that of the 
Economites, proves that a community, with a single 
view and interest, and by working into each other's 
hands, can succeed, with a moderate amount of labor. 
in accumulating vast wealth, and in gathering around 
them all the comforts that wealth can purchase. But 
is not this condition of things limited to a single life- 
time? That is the question. It is worth noticing 
that Shaker celibacy, and Economite celibacy, stand 
on two different foundations. The Shakers believe, 
and practice accordingly, that love, in its conjugal 
manifestation, is wrong, at least for them, and that 
celibacy is right, since Jesus, the model man; and 
Mother Ann, the model woman, during the latter part 
of her life, when she responded to her high calling, 
were both celibates. But the Economites, before 
they were hallucinated by the expectation of Christ’s 
second coming, were married people. And they only 
gave up marriage because, with its obvious con- 
sequences, it altogether interfered with their char- 
acter as Christians, waiting daily and hourly for the 
appearance of their Lord in the clouds of heaven. 
They knew by experience what a care and hindrance 
to their movements helpless children and their nurs- 
ing mothers were, and they consistently thought that. 
the end of the world being so near, and a march of 
five thousand miles. to Jerusalem being in prospect, 
it was no time to marry and giv in marriage. If the 
success of communal life for more than a century of 
time depends, by necessity, on the extinction of the 
family institution, we might as well giv up the theory 
as impracticable and Utopian; for, rich as the Shaker 
communities end the Economites are, experience 
proves that they cannot depend upon the world’s peo- 
ple coming in and filling up their ranks as they are 
thinned by death. There are thousands of people 
now in this country who are struggling, like drown- 
ing men, to make a mere living. But Nature, bent 
upon her purposes which reach into the far distant 
future, will not let one of them accept a joint partner- 
ship with the Shakers or Economites in the vast 
wealth they possess, upon the condition that they 
crucify the sentiment of conjugal love, and count it 
an unholy thing. Hence these institutions are grad- 
ually being disintegrated by time, and their great 
wealth cannot save them from being utterly wiped 
off the face of the earth. 

Many people in Western Pennsylvania are now 
speculating as to what disposition will be made of 
the large possessions of the Economites when the 
last one of them givs up the ghost. Jacob Henrici, 
who now occupies the place of Father Rapp as head 
of the community, and who, for the sterling virtues 
of his character, is loved and admired by all who 
know him, is above eigbty years of age. Unless he 
has the indomitable faith of his great leader, which 
bade defiance to death itself, he must at least hav 
some suspicion, when he notices the trembling foot- 
steps of the little handful of old men and women to | eee "Ue. NUI Tek ato : 
whom he preaches every Sunday, whether the Econ- hoista nie EA CAE PAE Bente; i os to 
omites, like the early Christians, the later Crusaders, | mail it & year for $1. , 


and the recent Millerites, hav not been victimized 
by & strong religious delusion. | FAIRFAX. © 

Pittsburgh, Pa., Nov., 1887. 
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The Gospel Aceording to Common Sense. 
: ABRAHAM'S SACRIFICE. 

The Euthyphron of Plato furnishes a good type of 
the modern Christian, for he attaches more impor- 
tance to the performance of what he considers his re- 
ligious duties than to the common claims of justice 
and humanity. These duties he describes as “prayer 
and sacrifice"—the first asking favors of the gods, 
the second offering something to them in return. 
Socrates adroitly infers, from this admission that 
“religion is the art by which the gods and man 
traffic with one another.” Such is undoubtedly the 
character of modern Christianity, only in the present 
day the sacrifice, which used to be in the form of 
something edible, prepared for roasting, is commuted, 
like the English. tithe, by a payment in money for the 
benefit of the officiating priest. He is no longer, as 
with the Mosaic Jews, compelled to act as butcher 
and cook for the whole community, contenting him- 
self with a choice of the prime cuts for the consump- 
tion of himself and family. In the time of Abraham 
human sacrifices seem to hav been common, from 
which we may infer that his contemporaries were, 
for the most part, cannibals, for the sacrificial victim’ 
was not, as some suppose, consumed by fire, but 
simply roasted and eaten. It also appears to hav 
been the custom for the head of every family to con- 
tribute one, at least, of his offspring as a burnt-offer- 
ing for the benefit of his neighbors. Custom is the 
God of all weak-minded people, and causes them to 
do, at times, the most absurd and cruel things. This 
must hav been the God that told Abraham to sacri- 
.fice his son, and, although it went sorely against the 
grain, he appears, at first sight, to hav been quite . 
willing to do it. But common sense ultimately pre- 
vailed, and, seeing a ram opportunely “caught in a 
thicket,” he concluded that mutton was a much 
more desirable food than human flesh, in which de- 
cision we cordially agree with the “father of the 
faithful.” 

Whoever invented the God of the Old Testament 
was not very careful to preserve the unities, for 
a more inconsistent character it is scarcely possible 
to conceive. He first of all commands Abraham to 
commit an unnatural crime, them excuses him from 
doing it, and finally rewards him for being willing to 
do that which he did not do. He moves David to 
number Israel, and then punishes Israel for being 
numbered. Another account tells us it was the devil 
who influenced David, by which it appears that the 
God and devil of the Jews were one and the same 
being! This dual character is religiously preserved 
to the present day, and his good and bad attributes 
are so jumbled together that it is impossible for a 
thinking man to reconcile them, or to tell which is 
which. 

Whether or not Isaac was really the son of Abra- 
ham, it is not our present purpose to inquire. The 
story of his birth is a very improbable one, and must 
be classed with another miracuious birth recorded in 
the New Testament. Faith, and not reason, is re- 
quired in these matters, and Abraham had great faith. 
So long as he was satisfied, we hav no right to cavil 
at his credulity. .We must giv him great credit for 
the moral courage which enabled him to break through 
an unnatural and tyrannical custom. In this respect 
he is even worthy of our imitation. If our fathers 
did absurd and cruel things—if our neighbors stil] 
do and believe in them—there is no reason that we 
should follow a bad example. Christianity is a eu- 
phemism for cannibalism. God the father gave his 
only-begotten son as a sacrifice, and we are invited 
to the revolting feast. The Anglican priest, when he 
administers the sacrament, gravely tells us that it 
consists of the body and blood of Jesus Christ who 
died for us. If he believes this, he is a fool; if he does 
not believe it, he is an impostor. In either case the 
figure is none the less absurd and disgusting. What 
shall be said of those who devoutly swallow it? The 
intention is, evidently, cannibalistic, whatever the act 
may be. We do not read that Abraham passed off 
his mutton for human flesh to those whom he invited 
to the feast. Common sense, for once, prevailed over 
fanaticism, and the descendants of Abraham down to 
present day hav (with some exceptions) ceased to be 
cannibals. 

This was a great advantage to the Jews as long as 
other nations persisted in the practice. When they 
ceased to devour their offspring, they increased and 
multiplied exceedingly. When Jesus spoke of reviv- 
ing the practice and offered himself as a subj-ct, it 
went against the stomachs of some of his disciples, 
who thenceforward walked no more with him. The 
unbelieving Jews killed him, 1t is true, but they did 
not eat him. They left that savory morse] for the 
Christians. , Ovis. 
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ARTRHUR C. EvEnETT has again begun tbe publication of a 
small Freethought journal. This time he is located at Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Mr. Everett thus early in the campaign 
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this country if not in the world, we find on page vii, at the 
beginning, the statement that the year 1887 corresponds to 
the year 6600 of the Julian period. The ‘ British Nautical 
Almanac’ makes the same statement, but there is nothing in 
the ‘ British Almanac’ to show when the Julian period begins; 
whereas our ‘Ephemeris’ adds, on the same page, that 
‘the 1st day of January of the year 1887 is tlie 2,410,273d 
day since the commencement of the Julian period.’ This 
corresponds to 6599 Julian years, of 865 days and 6 hours, 
with a difference of 12 days which it is unnecessary here to 
explain. This proves, therefore, that as soon as 6599 years 
had been completed, the new year was to be called 6600, an 
uncompleted year, making the first year of the Julian period 
ear 1. 

5 “Turning again to the Encyclopedia Britannica, article 
‘Calendar’ (written by a different author from the writer of 
the article Chronology), we find the plain and direct state- 
ment, requiring no calculation, in table 12, that the ‘Chris- 
tian date of commencement’ of the ‘ vulgar Christian era’ is 
*1Jan., 1 A.D. 

s All these authorities agree, proving Conclusivly that 
calendar figures do not mean completed years, mathemati- 
cally speaking, but uncompleted years, and that for that rea- 
son the resolution above quoted contains an error in stating 
that the new calendar begins on the 1st day of January, A.D., 
1600, but should hav stated that it begins on the 1st day of 
January, 1601. Henry M. PARKHURST.” 


It will be seen by this that Mr. Koezly's $25 must 
be returned to him, while Mr. Hill's share of Paine 
Hall stock is at our disposal — 

We believe that there is only one paper dating 
from the “ era of man” which recognizes the chrono- 
logical difficulty which Mr. Hill got into, and obviates 
it in the manner indicated by Mr. Parkhurst. Har- 
man and Walkers Lucifer makes the current year 
287 by dating “from the first of January, 1601.” 
This is in accordance with the accepted reckoning of 
chronologists, and the era begins only a few months 
after the martyrdom of Bruno, instead of a few days 
before, as Mr. Hill’s resolution does. 

We trust no feelings inimical to good fellowship 
and brotherly love will be born of this controversy 
and decision; but personally we feel safe. To reach 
our sanctum, gore-seeking gentlemen must run the 
gantlet of many stalwart clerks and printers. - Peace- 
ful visitors, however, find the road a pathway of 
roses. 
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Chronology. 

No doubt all our readers remember the contro- 
versy over the Era of Science or Era of Man calen- 
dar between Messrs. Frederick Koezly, of this city, 
and G. N. Hill, of Boston, which has now extended 
over a period of many months, and which was finally 
left for decision to the Editor of Tue Teura Sener. 
As we were to profit by the dispute, we pre- 
ferred to hav the decision written by a friend of ail 
parties, an astronomer of note, whose work has neces- 
sarily made him familiar with chronological reckon- 
ing, and we asked Mr. Henry M. Parkhurst to take 
the judicial seat. His decision was “handed down” 
some weeks ago, but owing to circumstances not 
necessary to mention here we delayed the publica- 
tion until now, when we hav Messrs. Koezly’s and 
Hill’s proposition in plain and specific form. Mr. 
Parkhurst says : 


* The debate which has arisen in the columns of THE 
Terora Sxxxer, relativ to the epoch from which the Science 
Calendar begins, does not affect the numbering of the year, 
but wholly refers to the question whether that numbering 
dates from the 1st of Jannary preceding or the 1st of January 
following the event commemorated. A resolution was offered 
by Mr. George N. Hill, at a Paine celebration in Boston, in 
1882, reading as following : 

* Resoived, That in everlasting commemoration of that rise of 
acience and Freethought—the two best friends humanity has ever 
had—which began during the sixteenth century of the supersti- 
tious ‘ Year of our Lord,’ and in perpetual honor, also, of the hero- 
ism of that glorious teacher of reason, and noble martyr for science 
and man, Giordano Bruno, of Italy—so inhumanly burnt at the 
stake by the Christians, at Rome, on the 16th day of February, 
1600, for proclaiming scientific facts—therefore, in future, all rec- 
ords, and other official documents of the Investigator Freethought 
Society of Boston, Mass., shall bear date from a calendar, begin- 
ning on the 1st day of January, A.D. 1600, thereby placing our so- 
ciety, and all persons also adopting it, entirely out of the bedeviling 
fog of the age of Bible faith, with its * Year of Grace, 1889, and into 
the humane light of the ‘Age of Reason’ and Year of Science, 289.” 

“This was based upon the principle stated by Mr. Hill in 
"Tus Truru Ssxxer of October 15th, that ‘Calendar figures 
mean completed years, mathematically speaking.’ If that is 
true, the resolution is correct as it stands. 

* But Mr. Frederick Koezly claims that the first year is 
called year 1; the second year, year 2, and so on; which, if 
the first year, or year 1, were 1600, would make the present 
year 288. If he is right in that statement, the resolution is 
wrong, and the new calendar should be stated as beginning 
on the 1st day of January, a.D. 1601.  - 

** It is not so easy as it appears to settle this issue, although 
so sharply defined. The definition in Webster's Dictionary 
says that the epoch is the point of time from which succeed- 
ing years are numbered; but this does not show how they 
are numbered, and I hav found many authorities equally 
ambiguous. 

** When we say that the sun rose 1887, October 23, 6h. 
19m. a.m., the 19 minutes are completed minutes, mathe- 
matically speaking; the 6 hours are completed hours; but 
the 23 means the 23d day, not completed; October means 
the uncompleted month of October. Whether the year fol- 
lows the analogy of the month and day, or of the hour and 
minute, in any event there is a break in the mode of repre- 
sentation. Astronomers, as well as others, use that incon- 
sistent mode of expression. But to make the year follow the 
analogy of the hour would make two breaks, while the other 
interpretation requires but one. I hav found three inde- 
pendent proofs that the best authorities make but one break, 
and regard the year as uncompleted. 

“In the Encylopedia Britannica, article ‘ Chronology,’ 
page 621, we find that the Era of Diocletian ‘ commences 
with the 29th of August (the first day of the Egyptian year) 
of the year 284 of our era.’ On the following page we find 
this statement: ‘ Hence, to reduce a date according to this 
era to our own reckoning, it is necessary to add 283 years 
and 240 days.’ I omit the statement as to a discrepancy of 
one day on account of leap years. Now, taking the year 1 
of this era, and adding 283 years and 240 days, it givs the 
year A.D. 284, August, showing by this brief calculation that 
they commenced with the year 1, and not with the year 0; 
or, in other words, that year 1 was the uncompleted year. If 
there is any more direct proof in that article, I hav over- 
looked it. 

“Next, turning to the ‘ American Ephemeris and Nautical 
Almanac’ of this year, the highest astronomical authority in 
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Free Speech and Free Prisons. 

The prosecution of John Most, the Communist- 
Anarchist, as he calls himself, which was concluded 
in this city last week, was a peculiar affair, and not 
altogether creditable to either party concerned. The 
prosecution was a sensation undertaken by a daily 
paper which could command the aid of an assistant 
public prosecutor. It was begun for notoriety, 
and because the paper had good reasons to suppose 
that the public, since the Chicago tragedy, is ready 
for anything in the shape of injustice toward so- 
called Anarchists. Most was selected because he has 
been in prison for a similar offense, and it was 
thought his previous unjust conviction could be 
easily repeated. Our courts lately hav been under 
the thumbs of the down-town editors, and into their 
war over their circulation and in scheming for power 
they hav indirectly dragged politicians high and low. 
When, therefore, the World undertook to convict 
Most the Herald spoke up for liberty of speech. 
The Sun began to report the circumstances of Most’s 
arrest, his appearance, and his aims in a way favor- 
able for him. Most denied the report of the World, 
the other papers sneered at it, and as a result Most 
had a fair trial, so far as the court could command 
one, but he was convicted because of the prejudice of 
the jury for his Anarchistic principles. We think, 
however, that the court erred in admitting in evi- 
dence a book written by Most a long time ago, and 
withdrawn from circulation four years since, for he 
was being tried for what he said, not for what he 
thinks or has written, but as the case will probably be 
appealed that question will be decided hereafter. 

The indictment of Most was found under sections 
451 and 675 of the penal code. Section 451 is headed 
“Unlawful assemblies,” and reads as follows : 

_ ‘Whenever three or more persons assemble with intent to 
commit any unlawful act by force, or assemble with intent to 
carry out any purpose in such a manner as to disturb the 
public peace, or, being assembled, attempt or threaten any 
act tending toward a breach of the peace or an injury to per- 
sons Or property, or any unlawful act, such an assenibly is 
unlawful, and every person participating therein by his pres- 
ence, aid, or instigation is guilty of a misdemeanor.” 


forbidden,” reads : 


“A person who wilfully and wrongfully commits an act 
which seriously injures the person or property of another, or 
which seriously disturbs or endangers the public peace or 


Section 675, which is headed “Acts not expressly 


health, or which openly outrages public decency, for which 
no other punishment is expressly prescribed by this code, is 
guilty of a misdemeanor.” 

The punishment for a misdeméanor is one year's 
imprisonment in a penitentiary and a fine of $250. 

The following are the words alleged by the World 
to hav been spoken by Most at a regular meeting of 
the Anarchists on the Saturday night following the 
execution of the Chicago Anarchists : 

' *FgLLow-SLAvzs: The services over the death or- our 
comrades, which were to hav been held to-night, were 
stopped by the police hounds. Oh, beware, you scoundrels! 
Your time will come. Hereafter our calls for meeting will 
be given in seeret. The hirelings of the capitalistie press 
and the dogs of the police shall. no longer attend our meet. 
ings. God help them if .they are found in our secret coun- 
cils! Hitherto we expressed our meaning openly and gave 
our enemies a chance. They shall hereafter hear and see 
nothing until the day of reckoning comes. That day is not 
far distant. It is drawing nearer and nearer. What care we 
for their soldiers and police? Our weapon is a hundred. 
fold worse than theirs. : 

“Let Grinnell beware. He is the principal culprit who is 
guilty of murdering our brothers. Grinnell comes first. 
After him comes Gary. Then the Supreme Court judges. 
After them come the highest murderers in the land, the 
United States Supreme Court judges. Last, but not least, is 
the most cowardly murderer of them all, the governor of 
Illinois. I would giv ten years of my life to know the ex- 
ecutioner. I would never rest until I strangled him as he 
strangled our brothers. I am willing to die for the cause if 
it be necessary. It isan honor to die if it benefits the work- 
ing classes. 

“ The murder of our brothers will cry to heaven for Ven- 
geance. Had it happened in Russia it would hav. caused a 
rebellion. Shame on the people of this nineteenth century 
to consent that these men should be hanged! Shame on 
them, I repeat! But the time will come when they will re- 
gret it and avenge our brothers’ deaths. ‘ You hav murdered 
our benefactors,’ they will say, ‘and you must meet the same 
fate.’ ] 

** Death to the butchers! Anarchy will liv forever. They 
sought to stop it in Paris in 1871, but they killed thirty 
thousand men and women and Anarchy still remains. So it , 
will be here. For every Anarchist they kill there will be re- 
cruits by the hundreds. The police fear us, but we do not 
fear them.” 

The witnesses against Most were a reporter who 
wrote the speech out from memory after leaving the 
hall, and two policemen who attended the meeting 
in citizens’ clothes. The witnesses for Most were 
eleven of his friends who were at the meeting, and 
himself. One side or the other committed rank 
perjury, for Most and his friends swore that he said 
nothing of the sort attributed to him. The jury be- 
lieved the reporter and the policemen, though, in his 
charge to the jury, Judge Cowing said that in the 
speech as Most repeated it there was nothing that 
came within the law. Great stress was laid by the 
prosecution upon the-fact that Most is an Atheist, 
and the prosecutor also drew from Most’s witnesses 
that they believed in a “ philosophical God,” but not 
in the Christian deity. 

The verdict of the jury was unexpected by the 
public, and the judge seemed surprised. The defense 
said it was evident that the dragging before the jury 
of the career of Most, who has been in prison in 
Austria, Germany, England, and the United States 
for political harangs, was really the evidence upon 
which he was convicted. But somehow we fancy 
that the jury went further behind the returns than 
that, and convicted Most as the readiest means of 
expressing their opinions that the wild-looking, un- 
naturalized revolutionists should be given to under- 
stand that they had better shut up and and let the 
government get along as it is at present constituted. 
The verdict is, therefore, a practical suppression of 
free speech of a certain kind. 

It is true, this free speech is of a very undesirable 
kind, for it is foolish on the surface, impracticable of 
execution, and unphilosophical in its last analysis. 
But we prefer to the method of this jury the method 
recommended by Judge Cowing, who said that “ the 
best way to combat these new theories is to be just 
and fair toward them.” And it does not make any 
difference in the principle at stake whose free speech 
is suppressed—whether it is the bluster of the Anarch- 
ist, the advocacy of Socialism, the propagandism of 
the Communist, the philosophy of the Atheist, or 
the exhortation of the Christian. If one sort can be 
suppressed, so can another. If the police hav the 
power they will find the motiv, and no one can say 
where it will stop, but every one who knows history 
knows that it will go further than the legislators who 
passed the law intended. It is dangerous to put the 
liberty of the people into the power of the police, or 
into the hands of.a judge, or even inte the diseretion 
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"of a jury. Acts alone should be amenable to law. 
The Anarchist “demons,” if there be any, should be 
treated before the law like drunkards—held respon- 
sible for the acts done by them drunk or sober. If 
an Anarchist gets mentally drunk on the wild harangs 
of his favorit orator, and commits a misdemeanor or 
felony, let him be punished—he deserves it. But it 
is not wise, it is not statesmanlike, it is not just, to 
punish a man for merely making a fool of himself 
before a crowd: It was remarked at the trial that 
had Most made his speech before the men composing 

' the Ohamber of Commerce, nothing would hav been 
thought of it. Supposing every Southern orator and 
every Northern Copperhead who ever fired the hearts 
of the people to defend the Southern Confederacy had 
been sought out after the war and jailed. This 
country would hav been a battlefield from the 
Canada line to the Mexico boundary. There is a 
wisdom in politics wider than the ideas of New 
York’s puffed-up police, the ambitions of a disap- 
pointed office-seeker, or the schemes of a newspaper. 

The prosecution, however, bids fair to do good 
through injustice. It will hav a tendency to make 
the impracticable snarlers of the east side behave 
themselvs. It will force a little common sense into 
their thickly-thatched heads. To dispute that the 
laboring people of this city and other cities hay 
grievances to be redressed, wrongs to be righted, 
would be to show unfamiliarity with current events. 
Great and grievous wrongs hav been. perpetrated by 
legislation in the interest of concentrated wealth. 
But the wild harangs of such men as Most will never 
right them. As well attempt to destroy Gibraltar by 
exploding a fire-cracker at the base. It needs well- 
directed and common-sense efforts to achieve & pur- 
pose so vast. It will never be done by meeting in a 
beer saloon and hallooing against government. Henry 
George, in spite of the black eye given him last elec- 
tion, has done great good by setting the people to 
thinking in one direction; the Progressive Labor 

_ party by setting them to thinking in another. We 
never knew of any thinking being done by Most’s 
followers. He does it all for them, and it is 
the daft leading the foolish. Nevertheless, they hav 
their rights, and beyond them is the magnificent 
principle of free speech—not their free speech. par- 
ticularly, not the Christian’s nor Atheist’s free speech, 
not the Republican’s nor Democrat's free speech, but 
everybody's free speech—the right of all to say what 
they think, subject to the law when consequences 
follow license. : 


Editorial Notes. 


Wirra the close of the year, T. B. Wakeman, late candidate 
for attorney-general of the Progressive Labor party, resigns 
as associate-editor of the F'reethinkers? Magazine. 


` RxvivALIST PENTEOOST, now holding forth in Augusta, Me., 
is charged by a Unitarian clergyman, of that city, with meas- 
üring his professional services by the measure of money only. 
The Unitarian brother found out that Mr. Pentecost re- 
ceived from the Cleveland churches $928.46 for six weeks' 
work, and he spread the news around. Mr. Pentecost says 
the Unitarian is a busybody who had better attend to his 
own affairs. : i 


Tar Richmond, Va., State says: Anthony Comstock, the 
high-priest of prudery, is now on one of his periodic cru- 
sades against undressed art in New York. The Herald has 
reminded him of his own natural weakness—a nude crown. 
But Anthony still prances about with his naked head, all the 
same. It is expected that he will next' raid the barber-shops, 
where the practice of baring men’s faces is carried on. It is 
believed that this philosopher's delicate taste shrinks even 


from roast fowl, because it has no feathers on it.” 
—— 0€ 


** Tur United States," says Saladin’s Secular Review, ** are 
certainly not behind England in the talent and energy they 
hav thrown into the anti-Christian revolt. Three American 
lecturers we delight to bring under the notice of our readers 
—lIngersoll, Remsburg, and Washburn. Our former col. 
league, Charles Watts, works away valiantly in Canada. 
May his work prosper in his hands. S. P. Putnam is a man 
of ardent temperament and irrepressible energy ; but there is 
no man on the Western continent doing grander service than 
Eugene M. Macdonald of Taz TRUTH SEEKER.” 


Tuis week closes the highly instructiv series of papers 
by Prof. Felix L. Oswald. The series will shortly be pub- 
lished in book form, in which shape we trust they will be 
possessed and studied by all Liberals. Professor Oswald is 
- pre&minently a teacher for this world, a clear-seeing guide to 
secular happiness. He knows also the reasons which hav 
kept and still keep the race in an imperfect condition—ua 
developed, ignorant, and animal in instinct. These reasons 
may be summed up in one word—superstition: the super- 
stition of Christianity as well as of paganism, of to-day as well 
as of the past. Professor Oswald’s Bible of Nature is designed 
to lead us out of that slough and place us on the firm ground 
of this earth, where by generosity, physical and mental cul- 


ture, and unselfish and bread education we can make condi- 
tions which shall produce a more perfect race of human 
beings, healthy in body, strong in mind, and enjoying a life 
which but few now-a-days consider worth the living. 
When people devote themselvs as enthusiastically to seeking 
happiness as they do now to seeking heaven, the world will be 
better and justice less an empty word. Professor Oswald 
has patiently pointed out the causes of our misery, indicated 
how they may be removed, and opened the entrance to the 
paths of progress and prosperity. j 


Bısnor CLEARY, of Kingston, Ont., has stirred up the Prov- 
ince by an attack upon the morality of its girls and women 
who are educated in the public schools. The Napanee 
Beawer says: : 

** He referred in the most scathing terms to the rudeness and 
immodesty of Canadian girls and women, and compared them (the 
ladies of this province) very unfavorably with those of the Old 
World. This he attributed to defects in our public school system, 


in which the morals of the young, and especially of females, are 
entirely neglected.” p 


The bishop now denies having said this, but the prepon- 
derance of evidence is against him, and he must bear the 
odium of his outrageous attack upon the females of his 
country, which was actuated by his hostility to the public 
schools. 


WE print the following letter that Mr. Walthall may voice 
the sentiment of several others: 


Parts, ILL., Nov. 29, 1887. 
“To THE EDITOR OF THE TRUTH SEEKER, Sir: My TRUTH Serxer 
of October 19th was strangely disfigured by advertisments of the 
TRUTH SEEKER ANNUAL and the ‘Story Hour,’ where they should 
not hav been. I hav waited thus far to get an explanation, an 
apology, or a dime to buy a clean copy; neither of which has come 
to hand. I like the ANNUAL, and will hav one; I also like the 
‘Story Hour,’ but don’t want them pasted over Oswald’s articles 
or any one's, But there they are, as thick as the orthodox skull, 
and as black as à printer's devil. Now, what do you purpose to do 

about it? Yours for a clean, unmutilated TRUTH SEEKER, 
“J, H. WALTHALL." 


By this time Mr. Walthall has probably read the ‘‘ Short 
Story of an Advertisment," and rejoiced with us that a bright 
&nd promising young life was saved by the black but impor- 
tant information conveyed in the picturesque columns of 
which he complains. Had he been in the Editor's sanctum 
&nd heard the cowboy softly singing that hymn about a world 
fairer than this, he would hav voted to cover up the whole 
paper with appeals to purchase the ANNUAL and ''Story 
Hour." We solemnly assure Mr. Walthall that there are no 
‘copies of that issue without the advertisments. 


CarHoLi08 and Protestants conceive it to be the duty of 
each sect to convert the other. Both being followers of the 
meek and lowly Jesus, giving the coat when the cloak is 
taken, going two miles when asked to go one, and turning 
the other cheek when one is smitten, the religious discus- 
sions between them are always marked with courtesy, fair- 
ness, gentleness, and forbearance. The following dispatch 
from Biddeford, Maine, to a daily paper of this city illus- 
trates this beautiful spirit of Christianity as fully as can be 
desired : 

“The Rev. Justin D. Fulton, of Brooklyn, who delivered a series 
of lectures against Romanism here last week, and who created such 
excitement among the Catholics that the hall was stoned and the 
lecturer chased by a mob, returned to-night by invitation of the 
Protestant clergymen of Biddeford and Saco, and will begin 
another series of lectures on the same subject to-morrow evening. 
In his pulpit yesterday the Rev. Theodore Gerrish, pastor of the 
Methodist church, accused Mayor Parcher not only of refusing 
protection to the meeting, butof declaring that personally he 
would like to hire a man to kick Dr. Fulton out of town.” 

Further but more emphatic instances of brotherly love and 
charity between the religious brethren could be found in 
ancient, medieval, and modern history, but we can scarcely 
deem it necessary that they should be adduced here. 


Mr. Jameson wanders a good way from his subject in his 
contention for the blessed privilege of debating with Clark 
Braden. His apostrophe to Liberty is pretty enough, but he 
forgets one thing—that the liberty to not debate with Mr. 
Braden is just as precious as the other sort. To say that 
refusal to debate with Braden is denying him liberty of 
speech is—will Mr. Jamieson forgiv us?—the sheerest non- 
sense. Mr. Jamieson has the liberty to debate or not debate; 
Clark Braden has the liberty to hire as many halls as he or 
his friends can pay for; and we hav the liberty to entertain 
and express our opinion of the whole matter. Let us hav 
liberty all around, as well as liberty for Braden to vilify Free- 
thinkers. If there is any fundamental principle of Free- 
thought which demands that we shall associate with, or 
speak to or recognize specimens of totally depraved human- 
ity simply because they are Christians who want to gain 
notoriety at the expense of our self-respect, then we havn't 
found and do not want to find it. A Christian has the right 
to refuse to debate with a Freethinker; of his reasons each 
must judge for himself. Cook had the right to refuse to 
meet Mr. Bennett; his infamy consisted in slandering Mr. 
Bennett’s character. Mr. Jamieson has not yet attempted to 
prove that we hav slandered Braden’s. And if Mr. Jamieson 
chooses to bear slanders and then shake hands witb. his slan- 
derer, he can hav the privilege, of course. The question of 
free speech is not in the least involved. 


WE must this week pay to one who was almost an inmate 
of Tug Truru Szzxer home the last office left to grief. 
William W. Warner, of this city, who died under peculiarly 
sad circumstances on the 26th ult., was our friend, and a 
Freethinker whose work was none the less valuable that it 
was performed unostentatiously. He was in young man- 
hood’s prime, which makes his sudden death the more griev- 
ous to his friends. The daily papers hav reported his demise 
all wrong, owing to unscrupulous maliciousness on the part 
of the gentlemen who gather news for their columns. Mr. 
Warner was an intimate friend of many in this office, and 


consequently a frequent caller. He made his last visit on 
Friday afternoon, November 25th. He left about six o’clock 
and went directly to his hotel, where he met and conversed 
with friends until late at night, when he went to his room. 
Not appearing the next day, the landlord entered his room 
and found that death had intervened. A physician gave the 
cause a$ congestion of the brain, incited by a congestivchill, . 
to which Mr. Warner was occasionally subject. The sur-- 
mises of suicide or foul play by the reporters were pure in- 
vention and wholly unfounded, and hav been the cause of 
much grief and indignation to his friends. Mr. Warner was 
buried at Tarrytown, by the side of his wife. He leaves a 
daughter of seven years of age, residing with his father, 
Judge Warner, of Waverly. He was thirty-four years old, . 
and had been a practicing lawyer for several years. It was 
owing to his extensiv knowledge of law that we were able, 
last year, to giv the Liberals the valuable compilation of Sun- 
day and blasphemy legislation in our Annuar. He was re- 
ligiously educated, but early reasoned himself out of the 
church. He was a clear thinker, a shrewd lawyer, had an 
abundant stock of humor and good nature, and was a hearty 
and healthy friend to possess. In his pocket was found this 
bit of poetry, written when he was editor of the Latest News, 
called, ** Snowfall," after Nicholas Lenau : 
** The snow falls through a breathless air, 
It’s gray forms trooping ceaseless by ; 


The few dull sounds seem strangely near— 
Close draws the fleecy; pallid sky. 


** Wide as the scene, a shroud of white 
Rests soft as grief's last sad caress; 
No dead leaf wakes to fitful flight, 
The somber pines droop murmurless. e 


** The sullen, sunless sky is gone, 
Fast closing night blots out the day: 
The dark stream rolls in silence on 
Along its ice-bound traceless way. 


** So to the woes of weary life 
Death brings the long-sought blest surcease ; 
And grim remorse and passion’s strife 
Are hushed in everlasting peace.” 


This picture of a winter-evening snow-storm in the country 
is daintily painted. Our friend has found on his last couch 
that everlasting peace which his poetic sight placed in the 
kindly hand of Death. 

a 4-4, — — ——— 
À Few Suggestions. 

It is not the worst use that a few dollars can be put to, to 
buy a few books for holiday presents. Books are pleasant 
companions, lasting souvenirs of friendship, and convincing 
teachers. We respectfully present the following list of ele- 
gantly bound volumes, hoping that our friends will remember 
the foregoing briefly-stated facts and send us their orders: 


Prose Porms. By R.G. Ingersoll. A magnificent pres- 
ent for anyone. It is quarto size, has a fine steel engraving 
of Colonel Ingersoll, and in the fine editions is truly a royal: 
gift. Cloth, $2.50; half calf, 4.50; half morocco, $5; tree 
calf, $9. 

INGERSOLL’S CoMPLETE Works. These are his principal 
lectures bound in one volume. A handsome book, for $5. 

Pamer’s Comprete Works. This volume includes all of 
Paine’s noted books, and there is no better volume to present 
to an ‘‘ almost persuaded” friend. Cloth, $3; leather, $4; 
morocco, $4.50. 

A TRUTH SEEKER Arounp THE Wonrp. Mr. Bennett's last 
labor, and a splendid history of the world of to-day. We 
hav a few complete sets (four volumes) of this in morocco, 
gilt'edges, for $10.50. : 

Gops AND RELIGIONS OF ANOIENT AND MopErn Times. The 
great and useful work prepared by Mr. Bennett during his 
incarceration in the Albany penitentiary, the infamy of which 
incarceration is known to all. This work is in two large vol- 
umes, leather covered, for $7; morocco, $8. 

SUPERNATURAL RELIGION. If any Infidel numbers a minis- 
ter among his acquaintances he should present him with this 
book, and put him under bonds to study it. The minister's 
congregation will feel the good effects. Bound in leather— 
the book, not the congregation—$5 ; in morocco, $5.50. 

Vorrarre’s HoMANOES. We hav some of these bound in 
half calf, gorgeous in appearance and instructiv as well as 
amusing in substance, which sell for $4. In cloth, $1.50. 

Aut In a Lirs-Timg. By Susan H. Wixon, the loved 
editor of our Children’s Corner. It is handsomely bound, 
and ought to be an acceptable present to anyone. Price, $1.50. 

APPLES OF Gorp. This is a book suitable for youths of 
both sexes. Finely gotten up, interesting and instructiv. 
Price, $1.25. 

For the children we hav Taz Story Hour and Lirttz 
Lussons. The first, by Miss Wixon, is quarto, board covers, 
and filled with handsome pictures and useful stories. The 
price is $1. Little Lessons, by Aunt Elmina, is smaller in 
size, but scientifically useful, as teaching dry facts in a grace- 
ful and entertaining manner. Price, 40 cents. 

There are a great many more splendid works in our list, 
and orders for them will be received with thankfulness and 


filled with promptness. 
——M ——9——— ———- 


The Miuister and the Dray-Horse. 


Dr. Fry, in the Central Christian Advocate, closing an 
article about the Andover controversy, says: ‘‘As Method- 
ists, therefore, we hav no need of a second probation to 
make our theology consistent and humane, We believe that 
the present is the only probation the race will hav, and that 
those who do not in this life hav a revelation of the gospel, 
and liv as nearly up to the light they hav as saved believers 
liv up to the light they hav, will be saved without a second 
probation, by the atonement of Christ. 


What the Rev. Dr. Fry “ believes” about the hereafter is 
utterly and insanely idiotic as a basis or motiv for the most . 
trivial action. Why will men of sense stultify themselvs by 
talking and arguing about matters they are as ignorant of as 
a dray-horse ?—Industrial Appeal. 
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Zellers from friends. 


: . GanDEN City, Kax., Nov. 19, 1887. 
Mr. Epiror: We hav had Mr. S. W. Bell with us this 
week, and I want to say to you, and to the Liberal readers 
of your very valuable paper throughout the country, that we 
hav had a splendid treat in listening to three of his grand 
lectures. Mr. Bell is gentlemanly and agreeable in manners, 
and in style instructiv, earnest, and convincing. Altogether 
he has made the best impression on our people of any Liberal 
speaker that hasever been here. It would afford us a great 
entertainment if we conld get some one of our preachers to 
hold a-debate with him, but so good a thing is not to be ex- 

pected. H. C. Sr. Jong. 


STEUBENVILLE, O., Nov. 25, 1887. 
Mr. Enrrog: Inclosed find $1.15 for Truro SEEKER binder 
and ‘Contradictions of the Bible.” I was pleased to see 
Mrs. Freeman’s article on ** Hell and Hanging" in to-day’s 
TRUTH SEEKER. It is well enough to speak out now on that 
great crime at Chicago, but if all who saw what a crime 
against humanity the hanging of those men would be had 
come out like men and demanded their liberation, they never 
would hav dared to hang them, especially if the Knights of 
Labor at Milwaukee had spoken in their favor with no un- 
certain sound; but Powderly, the tool of the pope, choked 
them off, and would not hav a word said to save them. 
That proves what I hav often said—it is no use trying to 
benefit mankind until this superstition is rooted from their 

minds. t Jno. Downxs. 


Santa, Car., Nov. 18, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: I hav been reading Taz TRuTH SEEKER for 
the last two years. I hav always believed in Freethought 
and hav never believed in this hell-fire and brimstone that we 
hear 80 much of in our raising ;.that is, if we are raised by 
Christian parents. Now I think when a man dies that is the 
last of him. The spirit that livs after we die is very good 
for the preachers to use to scare women and children, so that 
the preachers can be kept from making a living by the 
sweat of their brows. Now, I see that some of your corre- 
spondents advocate social freedom, and others advocate 
woman's rights. Iam opposed to both those principles. I 
don't think a lady or a gentleman would countenance free 
love, and I know that no lady would advocate it if she knew 
the true position that it puts her in. 

I hópe that you will excuse bad spelling and poor writing, 
for I came to this coast in 1850, and I was nothing but a 
small boy. If you wish to publish this or any part of it, you 
hav my consent. G. W. Jenson. 


Diana, Texas, Nov. 17, 1887. 

Mz. Epror: Inclosed find $9, which will giv the grand 
old Teura ÜBzEKER to me and a new subscriber for another 
year. 

Ithank you for continuing the paper after my time had 
expired. Circumstances were such that I could not remit 
sooner. I hav been the only subscriberto your valuable paper 
8t this place for several years, but now you will hav another, 
who, I think, will be a permanent one from this time on. I 
do not-feel quite so lonely now as heretofore. My friend 
says that Taz TRUTH SEEKER is the best paper that he ever 
saw, and I agree with him. I think the pictures a great ad- 
dition. Heston is a brick. May his star never grow dim. 

We are greatly in need of a Liberal lecturer in this part of 
the country, and would gladly hav some one of its able ad- 
vocates pass this way. We will do all that we can for him. 

That you may liv long and enjoy good health is the wish 
of your friend, j J. M. Woops. 


Miron, Dax., Nov. 18, 1887. 
Mr. EpiTOR : Inclosed please find five dollars, for which 
mark my tab on your paper as far ahead as it will take it. 
For real honesty, true manly courage, and morality, Taz 
TRUTH Sszkzn stands without a peer in America. Yes (using 
Colonel Ingersoll’s words), it “ stands like a plumed knight 
and throws its lance against the forehead of hypocrisy,” 
holy cant, and fraud. Like a faithful sentinel, it givs the 
alarm when that old fraud, the church, undertakes any scheme 
to undermine the free institutions of our glorious country. 
It sides with the weak, and sympathizes with the oppressed. 
It sheds a halo of light in every house it enters where there 
is intelligence enough to understand it; that is, where the 
priest has not assassinated the reason of parent and children. 
Long may it liv to bless the world. S. E. Haienr. 
P.S.—Brothers Putnam, Reynolds, Jamieson, and Bell, I 
would ask, Is north Dakota never to hav the honor of hav- 
ing the bread of life broken by some of you in her borders ? 
S. E. H. 


WonoESTER, Mass., Nov. 24, 1887. 

‘Mr. Eprror: I write to let you know how God's goodness is 
shedding itself abroad upon me. Not having seen my father, 
mother, and brother for some time, I went up to Fitchburg 
day before yesterday for that purpose, thinking to stop over 
- Thanksgiving day. I was kindly but reservedly received by 
my folks, who are Christians of the ** Plymouth Brethren” 
type. Father is an evangelist who averages about six con- 
verts a year. I refrained from expressing any of my Liberal 
ideas out of respect for them, till about three minutes before 
dinner to-day, when father, while talking, said that ‘the 
fool hath said within his beart, There is no God.” And when 
he finished speaking I ventured to reply : ‘‘ Yes, but the wise 
man speaks it right out, just as I do. Christians often think 
it, but do not dare say it." The result was that he gave me 
'to understand that Icould get out of his house at once. I 
inquired if he meant for me to go befcre dinner, und he re- 
plied that he meant what he said. I at once prepared to go, 
and my brother complied with my request to accompany me 


be it as itis, let us rejoice that she is free. 


to the railroad station. I Jeft on the one o’clock train, and 
liv to be thankful that Christian fathers cannot murder their 
children in this country as they hav in others. 

I remain a more determined foe to superstition than ever 
before. Dr. C. L. HASKELL. 


FARLEY; Iowa, Nov. 21, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: As my subscription to Taz TRUTH SEEKER, 
truth finder, and truth teller expires some time this month, I 
herewith send you a ** V" to pay my fare two annual stations 
ahead. 

I am very glad indeed that Mrs. Slenker is out of the 
clutches of that Comstock mob, but sorry that it could not 
hav been brought about by a clear vindication by the jury, 
rather than through a technical point in the indictment. But 
Your stand in the 
Anarchist trial in Chicago is correct, as I see it, and if the 
feeling among the working classes in other sections is the 
same as it is here, it will add 500,000 men to the sympathizers 
if not to the Socialistic ranks. The execution of those men 
on the 11th inst. is the great theme of conversation, and it is 
very common to hear it stamped as murder. ; 

Reading the trial, or rather the history of it, reminds 
one of the days of the holy Inquisition and the tribunals set 
up for the trial of witches. z 

“ The powers that be? seem to hav no more idea Of justice 
now in the trial of a Socialist than they did then in the trial 
of a heretic or a witch, and I do notbelievethat it will be many 
years before the state of Illinois will be as much ashamed of 
the 11th of November as is the church to-day of her punish- 
ment of witches, and the burning of Servetus and Bruno. 

' i H. QGNMORE. 


Pirri Laxe Farm, Nov. 24, 1887. 

Mz. Epiror: Our Society is filled with new life and vigor, 
having just experienced the vivifying influence of & course 
of three lectures, given November 20th and 91st, by that 
pioneer in Freethought endeavor, Dr. J. L. York. Great as 
were our expectations, they were more than realized in the 
doctor's able and convincing way in which he taught his 
hearers to learn the science of life, or how to be happy; to 
know the truths of evolution and to feel that higher inspira- 
tion, or how God speaks to man. Without dogmatizing 
about the unknown, he summoned all his strong energies to 
enable his audiences to see the duties of this life, and to 
better our condition in this world. "With that freedom of 
expression peculiar to Western life he put the vigor of his 
strong mentality into his telling points of logic, climaxing 
and clinching each with a magnetic and forcible, **Do you 
see it?” His over-flowing social good nature and manifest 
deep sincerity endear him to the people who come within the 
reach of his magnetism. 

Brother York should be heard by every one who cares to 
enjoy an intellectual feast. From the lips of all who heard 
him here comes praise of his worth and work among us. 

As soon as the announcement of his coming, parson and 
priest hobnobbed, and the silent prayer went out to immut- 
able law to provide a storm to welcome the doctor's coming, 
and sure enough a furious blizzard arose soon after Mr. 
York's arrival. The temperature changed from 60° to 13° 
above zero. Having no Christ to say to the troubled ele- 
ments, ‘‘ Peace, be still,” we had to brave the storm and in- 
clemency of the weather, or stay away from the lectures. 
Many chose the latter course. With the departure of the 
agitator, strange to say, came balmy weather again. In the 
face of such an experience who will dare to say that prayer 
is not answered ? Marius HEIGRTON, 

Secretary Kent, O., Secular Union. 


RoonzsTER, Mios., Nov. 21, 1887. 

Mz. Eprror: Inclosed please find $1.25 for one copy each 
of TRUTH SEEKER ÁNNUAL for 1888 and “ The Story Hour.” 

My wife and self hav been much interested in the splendid 
variety of printed matter in your columns during the year. 
We hope the charming chapters from Felix Oswald will, 
before long, find themselvs in book form.  Putnatn's letters 
from the Far West, s0 cheery and brave, and withal poetic 
and musical, suggest the having an orchestral accompani- 
ment in their reading to giv them the highest effect. To one 
who has read Field's open letter, and then Ingersoll's answer, 
most of which we found copied in a late number of Tug 
Trur SEEKER, there seems but little left unsaid. The re- 
joinder appears complete, like a work of art from one of the 
old masters. But time and space fail us to refer to one in 
ten of the good things from the talented writers at your com- 
mand. 

Now, a little per contra, The illustrations on the first page 
of your paper seem, in the main, finely designed and strik- 
ingly executed. The take-off is timely, and usually hits hard; 
but not quite so those, or most of them, on the Zast page. 
The caricature of a death-scenc, as if it were "merely an old 
obsolete orthodox notion, is not, in my estimation, a happy 
treatment of the subject. Such scenes happen to'be real. 
Most of us hav been present at them, and a burleeque on the 
like is what some of us very little enjoy. Again, in Heston's 
handling of the generally regarded coarse and, if you please, 
Obscene portions of the Jewish Bible-history, we can but 
feel there is often very bad taste displayed. I allude, for in- 
stance, to the Tamar and Potiphar’s wife scenes. Such meth- 
ods are well calculated to defeat the desired object. Be. 
tween the lines of the artist’s drawing he appears to depict 
himself, perhaps unwittingly, as gloating over his subject. 
That particular use of the Heston spyglass reminds one of 
those pure and pious sisters who, with a mock-injured in- 
nocence, complained to their pastor of Deacon Jones's in. 
decency in going a-bathing right before them. When it be- 
came known that he wag a half-mile away and that they had 
been looking through a fleld.glass, the painstaking in the 
discovery somewhat damaged the sincerity of their claim. 

If the able and judicious Editor of the foremost Free- 


thought journal of the country shall determin that after the 

first of January next he will discontinue all further illustra. 

tions to his paper, here is one, at least, who over the losg 

won't invest a cent in crape, but still be glad, if not more so, 

that Taz Teura SEEKER will continue to be due him till 1889, 
Í : C. H. QREENE. 


` Home Crry, Nov: 22, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: In the November 19th issue of Taz 'TavTR 
SEEKER Mr. A. D. Swan says it is a shame to call Chicago 
bloodthirsty. Isay it is a shame that there are stich blood. 
thirsty Freethinkers ashe. Here is an example: ‘‘I received 
a letter before election telling me to keep my mouth shut or 
I would be hanged some night. I know the man, or suppose 
I know him, who wrote the letter. Now, hav a right to 
kill him? No. I must wait until he kills me; then I can 
defend myself or be killed. It is the same with the state of 
Illinois. It could not prove that any one of them threw the 
bomb, but they must hang because they said they would.” 
What logic! Further on he says: ‘‘The home of the free 
and the brave.” He seems to think by the last war the 
whole problem of mental and personal liberty has been 
solved. He stands not a jot higher than the church-member, 
and if he would read THE Truru SEEKER carefully every 
week, and think, he soon would develop a step- higher. 
* Everybody can get land just for nothing; pay for fee a 
mere trifle.” Yés, come out here, Mr. Swan, on this cheap 
land, and you can raise corn, if you get any, and pay to the 
railroad twenty cents a bushel, and you get fifteen cents ; 
buy coal for $6 or $7 a ton; coffee, thirty cents a pound. 
Fat cattle bring two cents a pound. Everything you buy ig 
in the hands of monopoly, and so is what you sell. Free 
speech is suppressed wherever there is an. opportunity. 
Sunday laws are enforced everywhere.  Prohibition is 
forced on the people. The mail is watched by spies, and, 
worst of all, the election is run by money and low-lived poli- 
ticians. And yet Mr. Swan has the courage to tell intelligent 
men this i8 the country for the free! FRANK VOGLER. 


Sonus, N. Y., Nov. 21, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: Your postal receipt received; shall look for 
one every year as long as I liv. And you shall hav the money 
in advance. If Liberals can't pay, it is far better to tell the 
Editor. It is bad enough to be abused by religious idiots 
without being cheated by professing friends. I intend to 
send. order for Ingersoll’s complete works before many 
weeks. If Ireturn to pious old New England—the place I 
still love— during the winter, I shall certainly giv you a call. 

At last, and alas! the final act has been scted out with 
startling reality. History will point the finger of scorn and 
contempt at the state of Illinois for this judicial murder. 
They were brave men, and I respect them dead more than 
living; and as a fair and impartial man, unaffected by their 
spoken principles, I say, in a voice of warning, but in no 
threatening tone, Look out for breakers ahead! If these 
men had not been friends to the working men and women of 


‘this country, if they had not been Infidels, they never would 


hav been murdered to please a few millionaires and the com- 
bined religious press of the country. How grandly and 
nobly they met their fate, scorning the aid of the pious 
loafer who is ready to let the most brutal murderer into the 
kingdom of heaven. As an intelligent workingman I speak 
for many. We look upon them as martyrs, and their memory 
will be cherished by thousands as long as we liv; and if 
ever the struggle for religious supremacy comes, in our day, 
between Catholicism and Protestantism, we shall remain 
neutral. The workingmen hav learned this much—the in- 
intelligent part—that the church is only a corporation, and 
the most heartless of all. The priest will take his dime, but 
he likes the rich man’s dollars in the same proportion as the 
relativ value. 

If this should ever happen to meet the eye of some Free- 
thinker, don’t go to cussing the Editor of the paper; cuss me 
alone. I hav smiled;:sometimes on reading in the communica- 
tion pages of Taz TRUTH SxEKER how some are so shocked 
to think we are advocating these unlawful opinions. To 
such we say, Free speech, free press, justice to. all, even to 
the most malicious Methodist mongrel that ever howled at 
camp-meeting. Mr. Editor, I promised you that I was going 
to light out on temperance, but I will stop. That is coming 
next, and then the duck-me-all-over-boys Baptists will 
catch it. J. E. Cox. 


San José, Car., Oct. 28, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: Please find incloscd $8 to continue my yearly 
subscription for the best Freethought and human rights 
paper inthe world. I cannot find words to express my ad- 
miration for such benefactors as D. M. Bennett, its founder, 
and the present Truth Seeker Company, although appear- 
ances indicate that the power of mental slavery will outliv 
usall. Looking about, I behold the flourishing condition of 
this slave power: manifested in its numerous churches (men- 
tal slave dungeons), and new churches are being erected 
daily. Hence it appears to me that there is but one hope in 
our age, and that hope lies in sowing the seeds of intellectual 
liberty for future generations. By close observation during 
the past twenty years I hav come to the conclusion that our 
greatest drawback in our own so-called Freethought ranks is 
the indifference to duty and the cowardice displayed by so 
large a number styling themselvs Freethinkers. It is dis- 
couraging. We hav many of this class in our city of San 
José, the Garden City of California. I hav frequently been 
out on a mission for the advancement of Secularism and hu- 
man rights, using my best efforts in support of Freethought 
and intellectual liberty, opposing the blind followers of 
priestcraft and their false claims and I find many of the 
above-mentioned milk-and-water Freethinkers will oppose 
my efforts invariably, and say, ‘‘What is the use of your 
working against the popular religious and political power? 
You cannot stay the tide. You only injure yourself and lose 
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business influence. I would not dare express my private 
opinion as youdo. It would injure my business and stand- 
ing. Although I think as you do, I frequently feel obliged 
to contribute something to different sects to aid in keeping 
up their churches, for many of my customers are church- 
members, and my wife and children attend church and 
.Sunday-school. So I let them all think as they please, and 
advise you todo the same. When you are among wolves, 
how] with them.” My reply is ever: “No! If I cannot 
raise their standard, at least they shall not lower mine, and I 
shall giv no support to priestcraft or priestly dungeons. I can 
always be found at my post of duty.” R. H. Sonwarrz. 


CEDARVILLE, N. J., Nov. 21, 1887. 

Mer. Eprrog: Having read Tae TRUTH SEEKER for some 
time, I wish to inform you that I like it very much, and 
wish to get some of the books. and tracts advertised in it. 
Please send me what. are named in the inclosed list. I would 
also like to hav Ingersoll’s reply to Field to circulate among 
my Christian friends, who are so fond of harping about the 
advantages and comforts of religion here and hereafter, and 
the gloomy life and hopeless death of Infidels. 

This is a church-going and priest-ridden community, with 
four preachers living like drones on the earnings of the 
people, the most of whom hav all they can do to get along 
and pay their honest debts; but, as the church does a cash 
business, the parsons get their money, and the tradesmen 
sometimes do not. Some of them say that Jesus paid their 
debts, but that don't do the grocer and butcher much good. 
I wonder why they don't pay the preacher in orders of that 
kind. 

I was raised in the orthodox style, and went to church and 
Sunday-school in my youth, and for several years I tried 
earnestly and sincerely to be a Christian, but could not feel 
the reality of religion and the evidence that I was born again 
to my own satisfaction, and so I went to reasoning on the 
subject; and, comparing the practice and professions of 
Christians, I found that very few, if any, wonld weigh six- 
teen ounces to the pound, as they left their religion like their 
hyimn-book in their pews, to stay there till they came there 
again. ` 

I believe in a creator, not & being, but a principle or 
element, as light, heat, or. electricity; and I do not believe in 
any revelation handed down from the misty ages gone by, 
but I think that the lightning, the earthquake, and the 
cyclone, as well as the laws of the universe and of Nature, 
prove the existence of a great and incomprehensible power. 
I don't think that mankind can either glorify cr dishonor the 
great unknowable or cause of all things that exist. 

I do not believe in immortality. If there is an immortal 
principle in us, where was it before we were born? For 
reason teaches that if it has no end it could not hav any 
beginning. H. E. EmmaL. 

Conoorp, N: C., Nov. 22, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: Is Sunday, or the Sabbath day, of divine 
origin? If so, hav the governments of the world any power 
delegated to them, and by whom, to punish violators of the 
Sabbath? If Sunday is of divine origin and to be kept holy, 
and all people to be restrained from work on that day, it is 
strange that God had not distinguished it from the other, or 
weck days, by some visible mark by which it should be 
known. And the same might be said of Christmas. If Sun- 
day is of divine origin, set apart by God as more holy than 
the week days,as claimed by the Ohristians and Biblists, 
why do they and their courts, of human origin and kept up 
by human agencies, punish & man who does not believe in 
such doctrins for working on that day? It is my belief that 
the courts should attend strictly to their own business, and 
punish violators of laws against their own governments, and 
not meddle with the courts or laws of heaven. Suppose the 
courts of North Carolina should attempt to punish violators 
of the laws of Canada, Mexico, or even of the United States, 
-would not such courts bring themselvs into ridicule and 
deserve the contempt of the civilized world? Are not our 
Sabbatarians going many steps—yes, many leagues—further 
when they punish persons for violating the laws (as they 


claim) of God? Is not such practice disgusting, revolting. 


to all Liberals of intelligence? Again, snother question 
arises, and I would like for some Sabbatarian and Bibliarian 
to answer. If man is punished by earthly courts for violat- 
ing God’s laws, will that satisfy God’s displeasure, or will he 
be punished again by God for the same offense after death ? 
If such is the case, it stands to reason that God will punish 
those who assumed jurisdiction over his affairs. God placed 
the Anglo-Saxon in Europe, the African or negro in Africa, 
and the Indian in America. The Anglo-Saxon came to 
America, with his Bible in one hand and his musket in the 
other, revering the holy Sabbath as of divine origin; but 
finding the red man, on the ground which God had placed 
him, in their way, they did not persuade him according to 
the teachings of that Bible, ‘‘Thou shalt not kill,” but taught 
them with their muskets. These were the Puritans of the 
Mayflower, the pilgrims of Plymouth Rock, the persecutors 
of all who were not orthodox in their creed. 

I cannot but believe that the star of Liberalism is in the 
ascendancy, and the day not far distant when the fog of 
myth aud superstition will hav to giv way to reason and 
science, and bigotry and persecution as ecclesiastically prac- 
ticed now will take their stand with the Inquisition in the 
dead past, never to be resurrected. J. W. MxnarrFEY. 


Appian Mios., Nov. 15, 1887. 
Mr. Eviror: Deacon George White, of Seymour, Ind., has 
been expelled from the church for declaring he believed the 
world to be one million years old. It served him right; he 
ought to know better. We hav Bible proof that it was 
made ina week. A man who utters euch sentiments should 
pe put upon probation as long »s the devil wes chained before 


he was let loose to pester us poor mortals. It is only equaled 
by the man in this city whose pension was cut down for 
alleged blasphemy through misrepresentation of a church- 
going man; it was for saying there is no personal God the 
pensioner was interfered with by malicious misrepresenta- 
tions. He will hav it restored again, however. Thus it is. 
you must be born again or you will be damned in that place 
of torment, of fire and brimstone, with the devil and his angels 
prepared to keep you company through eternal ages, brought 
about by an all-wise, benign, and loving creator, whose 
whole aim is for the good of us poor helpless worms of the 
dust—one who cannot err. What a stupendous job! Only 
think, al] this tremendous formation of worlds and its be- 
longings for arbitrary ends. 

Nature, the great architect, has done its work well; its for- 
mations are beyond: mechanical skill; there is no process in 
the empire of mechanical inventions whereby worlds can be 
placed in constellations, or this world can be reversed in its 
orbit. Neither can you change the seasons or limit twenty- 
four hours to a minute. 
otee says God spoke all this stupendous work into existence. 
Where did he get the spokefrom? His speech must hav been 
a prolific conglomeration, and maybe the poor soul of a dev- 
otee to orthodoxy does not know how many times the heart 
beats a minute, but knows how much he pays the priest to 
shrive him, and thinks the money paid for such benefits well 
bestowed.. And many children and wives go hungry at home 
while the priests fatten on their starvation. How long, O 
humanity! must this be endured? The answer is, until 
priestcraft is wiped out from the face of the earth, and truth 
is allowed to expand ; but not in our day, O ye Freethinkers ! 
but the day will surely come. 

I well remember, when & boy, going to meeting and sitting 
on & high bench, with my little feet hanging down, my legs 
thrust through a short pair of wide-legged trousers, with & 
calico waist too small for me, nearly scared to death listening 
to the preacher telling of the awful punishment awaiting us 
in God's future world. Even we little ones were included 
among the damned. I did not know the meaning of the 
word hell but was told it was a place that our heavenly 
father had prepared for them who did not obey him in all 
things whatsoever. Finally a preacher came along and 


.preached that babies were in hell who were not longer than his 


hand. I thought I had the bulge on him, as I was a good deal 
bigger than that, and he could not mean me. I hav thought 
since that if there was such a hell as he or they preached 
about they ought to hav a taste of it for scaring me as 
they did. If there is a personal God, and if he, as is said, is 
all love, and infinit, he cannot err. If this be true, then 
somebody has lied. O. S. BARRETT. 
LzxisGTON, Ky., Nov. 9, 1887. 

Mz. Eviror: Some men love justice more than mere 
pleasure. They would rather die than abandon the cause. 
Their souls inhabit & sphere which is not based on sensation. 
Their business is to set à good and heroic example, to raise 
the human race to their own exalted level. Behold Socrates, 
the jewel of the world, condemned to die by the scum of 
society. Behold Arnold of Brescia, murdered in his cell by 
order of the pcpe of Rome. Did Freedom die then? Free- 
dom seems to be always dying. A bishop lately remarked 
that men,like birds, must hav a leader to direct them and 
mold their judgment. Among hirds there is a silent acqui- 
escence, which proves that their leader is elected, but when 
the blind attempt tolead the blind, we always expect disas- 
trous results. 

When the church rules the siate, blind habit, fear, and 
selfishness drag the soul downward, and there is then an end 
to evolution. Every throb of triumphant joy which is not 
pure and noble is followed by disintegration, self-condemna- 
tion, and partial wreck. <A partial separation from the 
world, hearts full of pity, hands filled with good works, 
redeem our nature. A differentiation follows a struggle ; 
and for what is this struggle ? To obtain something for the 
human race which to be deprived of amounts to a living 
death; something for which deep, holy, earnest hearts hav 
sighed, agonized, during years of pain. And thus the heart 
leaps forward; becomes enlarged, nobler, better. 

The clergyman said last night that a struggle does no good 
unless the breath of God fills our sails. - Such idle talk coin- 
cides with no well received system of philosophy. And still 
these triflers are pampered and supported by the public. 
The reason is this—time has not made our philosophy strong 
enough to sink deep into the human heart; to raise the veil 
which hides the loathsome Mokanna of orthodoxy. Look at 
Germany—there philosophy has triumphed; see how the 
minds of the people are marching toward Rationalism. And 
the churches, bishops, aud pastors are what? A placid- 
faced bishop used to be called, by some old lady, ‘‘a sweet 
man;” but now, if you affirm that they are silly, pronounced. 
unmitigated antiquities, no one takes it to heart. A plain, 
rough German lady said to me to-day that ‘‘ the creation was 
a system of degrees—no God made jelly-points; they grew 
from something else.” I thought, also, that Nature’s chil- 
dren were not in the clouds; they are safely anchored near 
her warm, beatiag heart. 

No experience of joy is above the brute’s unless it isa 
germ of that activ holiness which belongs to the universe. 
And here let me remark that the twenty.four clergymen who 
&pproved of the adoption of the Constitution objected to the 
insertion of the name of God in that instrument. John Fiske 
remarks that the seeds of modern Infidelity were planted in 
their hearts. 

One thing ought not to be overlooked; it is of no use to 
speak of peace or quiet in this country while the Catholies 
are lashed into a foam about the useless way some instructors 
hav of teaching in the public schools their system of theol- 
ogy. Catholios and Infidels should oombine and suppress 
this. 


Well; but our Bible sage or dev- f 


The Episcopal clergy hav, it seems, decided to insist no 
longer on the idea of the Apostolic succession as a part of 
their creed. Such concessions lead us to think that in a few 
years the moles and the bats, and other interesting creat- 
ures, will find pleasant homes in churches, with none to mo- 
lest them. It is said that more than ever are business affairs 
engrossed by the few, and the masses must take the pittance 
which is doled out to them, consuming it mournfully in: 
some corner, or die. Society is honeycombed by these plots 
and stratagems of rich men. Their webs are woven in every 
corner. No law hinders them; no arm arrests them; the 
voice of justice is faint and seldom heard. And yet the 
alarum falls upon the drowsy ear, and the few lion-hearted 
men who enter their protest are hurried to a dungeon. Lib- 
erty is dying in the house of her friends. 

During some thrilling pause, Heber Newton cheered on 
Christians who are evoluting into Buddhism; and we might 
add, Peruse Chinesé poetry, dear friends, so as never to lose 
sight of the streets of gold, the seas of glass, there described. 

ALHAZA. 


Bnusswiok, Ga., Nov. 19, 1887. 

Mz. Epiror: Some people seem not to understand the 
main principle of Taz Trura Sexes or its editorials, as for 
instance Mr. Swan, of Ohio, who objects because you asked 
for justice for the Chicago Anarchists; and Mr. Aitken, of 
Long Island, who finds fault because you do not indorse the 
Anti-Poverty Society. Now, as I look at it, Tag Teura 
SeExee is a paper that kindly offers its columns to all for the 
expression of their views, and the Editor has equal rights 
with the rest. While Messrs. Swan and Aitken are afforded 
the opportunity to express their own notions, they should not 
object if others are given the same privilege. 

What does Mr. Swan mean by ‘‘the land of the free?” Is 
that land free where a man may be arrested for expressing 
his disbelief in religious dogmas, or may be put in jail for 
editing a paper like Lucifer, or where a woman like Mrs. 
Slenker may be imprisoned as in the case we are all familiar 
with? Is it liberty if a man dare not declare his opinion? 
This government givs equal rights to all on paperonly. The 
Anarchists of Chicago had a full and undonbted right to ex- 
press their views, and the police were unjustified in breaking 
up their meeting. The right of free speech has no limit; if 
you put bounds to it, it is no longer free. Ideas are danger- 


“ous only when under the pressure of enforced silence. I do 


not claim to be infallibly right in my opinion, but I do claim 
—and I shall defend this claim to my last breath—the right 
to hold my opinion and to express it. Instead of condemn- 
ing the Editor, Mr. Swan, you should applaud and defend 
him for having the courage of his convictions. I may not 
indorse your views, but I respect your right to proclaim 
them. Giv to others the privilege you claim for yourself. 

If you knew more, Mr. Swan, about the men who died in 
Chicago on the 11th of November, you would not talk as you 
do about them. It does not matter whether they were 
wrong or right. The question is, Were they guilty of mur-- 
der or treason? If you will read the United States Constitu- 
tion, you will see that the law does not recognize treason ex- 
cept in two cases, neither of which applies to these men. No 
reasonable man can find the least evidence that they had any- 
thing to do with the killing of those policemen. Let me tell 
you that the people of Illinois hav done themselvs more 
harm in hanging those men than they could possibly hav 
done by letting them liv. . : 

Capital punishment, in my opinion, is nothing but the 
enforcement of the claimed right of those possessing power. 
The state, no more than the individual, has the right to kill 
except in self-defense. I am not for the throwing of 
bombs, or shells, or dynamite; neither am I on the side of 
those who expect too much from the sweet by and by that 
will come and make things better. A revolution is good if 
the cause is good. This late war was the same in one way 
as the struggle of the laboring class in the United States in 
the other. By waiting and waiting the slave would not hav 
been free to-day. But for the war they would hav been 
slaves now. And so with the workingmen—they will never 
get their right if they do not help themselvs. To expect 
something from the Congress and Senate in their favor is non- 
sense. You know that the most of our legislators are cor- 
rupt and on the side of the money party. Do you call it 
honest for a person to accumulate a million dollars? My 
idea is that a person should not possess wealth which he has 
not worked for. Now, you are not going to tell me that 
Vanderbilt and Gould hav a right to own the immense 
amount of money and land they possess. They stole it— 
everybody knows it—and still everybody lets them hav it. 

No, sir, though I am not an Anarchist I say, Hats off to 
those five men that died in Chicago for the sake of the eman- 
cipation of the poor man. They had their faults, but I 
think we all hav them. Ina Western paper I read the fol- 
lowing on the case: ‘‘ There is no test of a higher civiliza- 
tion of a people so valuable and so complete as the test of 
their ability to invite the discussion of the most dangerous 
theories that threaten civilization.. This best lesson in the 
philosophy of agitation the American people hav not fully 
learned. They would not tolerate the fullest and frankest 
discussion of slavery, and they are not showing the disposi- 
tion, I regret to say, to accord to the complicated and deli- 
cate relation of labor and capital the careful and searching 
attention they deserve” (John Snyder in St. Louis: Globe. 
Democrat). 

Enough. I am taking too much space. It is not for my- 
self, but for those who are dead, that I write these lines. 
History will judge who was right—who was more guilty of 
murder, those five or the sheriff that hung them. As fora 
policeman, I will tell you that next to a clergyman he is the 
most detestable being in my eye. I thank the Editor for his 
kind words in behalf of the men that died for the sake of 
their felldw-workingman, Feen. L. Horraan. 
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i, Children’s Garner. 


Edited. by Miss Susan H. Wrxos, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
_ this Corner should be sent. 


* Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour." - 


The Pilgrim Mothers. 


Now the Pilgrim fathers long 
Hav been rehearsed in story; 

And the patriotic song 
Commemorates their glory; 

But the Pilgrim mothers, too, 
Deserve a kindly. mention, 

For their gentle hearts were true 
‘Mid dang er’s intervention, 


From sad want they suffered more 
Than they had words for telling, 
Yet they pain in patience bore, 
Whilst dread foreboding feeling. 
With no wishes to be great, 
They filled a noble station, 
At the foundation of the state, 
As mothers of the nation. 


Thank the heroes of the past; 
Bless heroins most truly ; 

Hold their virtues ever fast 
And emulate them duly. 

Praises giv to all the brave, 
Americans or others ; 

In deepest memory engrave— 
The grand old Pilgrim mothers, ` 


JomN PRESCOTT GUILD. 
— —— — —— — — 
One at a Time. 


One step at a time, and that well placed, 
We reach the grandest hight ; 

One stroke at a time, the earth's hidden stores 
Will slowly come to light ; 

One seed at a time, and the forest grows; 

One drop at a time, and the river flows 
Into the boundless sea. 


One word at a time, and the greatest book 
Is written and is read; 
One stone at a time, and the palace rears 
Aloft its stately head; 
One blow at a time, and the tree’s cleft through, 
And a city will stand where the forest grew 
A few short years before. 


One foe at a time, and he subdued, 
And the conflict will be won ; 

One grain at a time, and the sand of life 
Will slowly all be run; 

One minute, another, the hours fly ; 

One day at a time our lives speed by 
Into eternity. 


One grain of knowledge; and that well stored, 
Another, and more on them, 
And as time rolls on your mind will shine 
With many a garnered gem 
Of thought and wisdom. And time will tell. 
“ One thing at a time and that done well,” 
Is wisdom’s proven rule. ~Golden Days. 
m 


Biographical. 
FRANOES WRIGHT. 

Frances Wright was born in Dundee, Scot- 
land, Sept. 6, 1795, and she was one of the 
bravest and most highly gifted women that 
ever came into being. From her father she 
inherited those elements of character that 
made her a fearless and eloquent reformer, 
while from her mother she received fine 
analytical powers, and an aptitude to perform 
thoroughly and properly whatever she under- 
took. Her father was at one time under the 
governmental watch for circulating Paine's 
“Rights of Man." He was a man of great 
ability, but he, as well as the mother of 
Frances Wright, died early, leaving Frances 
and two other children, baby orphans, but 
with means to educate and bring them up 
properly. Frances had quick perceptions 
&nd a rare genius that was soon observed by 
her teachers and others. Once at school she 
asked her teacher & question that he could 
not answer, a8 was often the case; this time 
he told her that her question was dangerous. 
Looking up with flashing eyes and a bright 
color in her cheeks, she inquired, ** Can the 
truth be dangerous?” 

She was studious and philosophical, and, 
withal, sweet, modest, and sympathetic. 
When only fifteen she began to study the 
labor problem, and at that time solemnly 
promised herself that she would wear the 
cause of the poor and oppressed in her heart 
as long as she lived, and weuld do all in her 
power to relieve their woes and distresses, 
a promis that she faithfully kept to the end 
of her life. When a young lady of twenty 
she visited America, and afterward wrote a 
book entitled, ** Views of Society and Man- 

` ners in America," which was received with 
great favor, and was translated into several 
languages. She held up some of the institu- 
tions of this country so well, showing their 
worth and importance, that a general interest 
in them was awakened for the first time 
ampng Europeans. 


. Among her friénds was the Marquis de, 


Lafayette, who thought highly of her wonder- 
ful abilities, and she once visited him at Paris, 
by special invitation. 

In 1824 she came again to America, this 
time determined to make it her future home. 
She became greatly interested in the subject 
„of slavery as it was then carried on in the 
Southern states, and conceived a plan for the 
emancipation of the slaves. She. traveled all 
through the South, and talked with the slave- 
holders upon the subject that agitated her 
free and liberty-loving mind. To illustrate 
her plan she bought two thousand acres of 
land in Tennessee, where the city of Memphis 
now stands. She also bought slaves and 
placed them on the land to cultivate it, 
while she employed a system of education, 
hoping to teach them to take care of them- 
selvs, when she would send them to Hayti, as 
a country free to all of their color. Her 
scheme did not prove as productiv of good as 
her sanguin mind anticipated, and she was 
forced to abandon it after awhile. Her at- 


tempt, however, proves the nobleness of her | 


nature that could not look upon distress and 
not try to alleviate it. As John Brown stood 
at Harper's Ferry at a later day, so she stood 
at Nashoba, the name of her place, pleading 
for right and justice to a race bound in the 
chains of serfdom. : 

She was editor of the Pree Hnquirer, to- 
gether with Robert Owen, a Liberal news- 
paper, printed at New Harmony, and later in 
New York city, when that paper was the 
only one in the country entirely free from 
superstitious taint, party. or sectarian influ- 
ence. : She became a lecturer of great ability, 
and went all about the country, speaking in 
the larger cities in favor of a free and Liberal 
policy in the government. Halls and churches 
were closed to her, and she usually spoke in 
theaters, but was terribly denounced on ac- 
count of her radical opinions by pulpit and 
press. In those days it was the custom to 
stretch ropes across the streets to prevent 
travel while ‘‘divine services” were going 
on. Once, while she was lecturing, she said: 
“Do you wish me to name an instance of 
religious tyranny to-day? Go, look at the 
chains stretched across your streets!” The 
effect is said to hav been electric and start- 
ling. She was cheered to the echo, and soon 
after the chains were removed, never to ap- 
pear again for such a purpose. i 

She was once turned away from a hotel in 
New York on account of her radical senti- 
ments. : 

After severing her connection with the 
Free Enquirer she was associated with Abner 
Kneeland in publishing the Boston Investi- 
gator. She continued writing and lecturing 
as long as her health would permit. Her 
greatest work is entitled “A Few Days in 
Athens," which she wrote in her nineteenth 
year, and it is full of rare beauty and is of 
great worth. The chapters on Virtue, Hap- 
piness, and Religion are exceptionally fine, 
and will bear re-reading many times. 

She believed in coóperation, in a national 
and rational education, and was among the 
first to advocate schools of industry along 
with those of mental training. She advo. 
cated the higher education of woman, was a 
believer in universal suffrage, and in all 
reforms that would make humanity better, 
truer, nobler. 

In 1881 she was married to a Frenchman, 
M. Phiquepal d'Arusmont, but the marriage 
was said to be not a happy one. She was 
called an extremely handsome and attractiv 
woman. She was a great thinker, when it 
was most unpopular for women to think at all 
except upon frivolous or religious subjects. 
She was foremost in all good works, in ad- 
vancing new ideas of education, in starting 
the progress of Freethought in this country, 
and in stirring the Abolitionists to action by 
calling their attention to the gigantic evils of 
slavery. With Mary Wolstonecraft and 
Ernestine L. Rose, she started the element of 
woman suffrage in this country, and struck 
brave blows for religious emancipation. 


She was the object of long and bitter vitu- 
peration, on account of her opinions, and was 
spoken of as “ that notorious Fanny Wright.” 
But through all she maintained the spotless 
purity of character, and:of noble conduct that 
won her many friends among the best thinkers 
of theage. She wasa brilliant reformer, giving 
time, talent, opportunity, and wealth to the up- 
lifting of the down-trodden and oppressed, and 
to the furtherance of universal mental liberty. 

This brave woman, peerless among her sex, 
died in Cincinnati (Ohio) in 1852. She left 
the world better than she found it, and her 
memory is as sweet and fragrant as the sum- 
mer flowers. ADS . P 

. Her many good words and works deserve 


‘ask you not to care. 


to be engraved in gold and marble, and her 
name should occupy a high place among the 
world’s saviors and redeemers. §. H. W. 
————— 933 9—————— 
Correspondence. 


QREENOASTLE, IND., Nov. 26, 1887. 

Drar Miss Wixon: Please put this in the 
paper for Pearl Deury: 

Frend PEARL: I saw your request to hav 
some one correspond with you and I thought 
I would try and see. If you like me we will 
be friends for life. I feel sorry for anyone 
who has no mother; my mother is very sick 
and neatly died last winter. Aren’t the pict- 
ures nice in THE TRUTH SEEKER? I like them 
ever so much. s 

I am taking music-lessons in the college 
here. Iam going to play a piece at a recital 
Wednesday night— wish you were here to go 
to it. My father keeps a jewelry store and I 
help him when Iam not in school. Iam in 
the seventh-year grade this year. Well, I 
think this is about long enough for the first 
time. Answer soon. From your friend, 

Litan Borer. 
. Cxtoago, ILL., Nov. 25, 1887. 
Dear Miss WixoN : This is only the second 


letter that I hav written to the Children's | 


Corner, but will try to write more frequently. 
There are quite a number of young folks who 
write to you, but not quite as many as there 
were when the Children's Corner was first in 
Tse TRUTH SEEKER. I hav an allegory on 
the digestion of a caramel, or the journey of 
Miss Carrie Sweet through the body.* , I will 
send it if you think it would do for the Chil- 
dren’s Corner. My teacher thinks it ve 
good. I often hav arguments with the school- 
girls, and once with two teachers and the 
principal. Allof the scholars and teachers 
are Christians, and I am the only Freethinker 
among them—the only one that does think- 
ing for myself; the rest let the minister and 
priest do theirs. Iam inmy last year of school; 
expect to graduate next June. 

I will now close, hoping to communicate 
with some of the young folks of the Children’s 
Corner about or above my own age, which is 
seventeen years. 

Seeing the notice from Fred L. Hoffman, I 
will direct my letter to the place named. 

Yours very truly, Arma V. WINEMAN. 

P.S.—Fred L. Hoffman, please address 
your letters to me. 

Miss Atma V. Wiveman, 22 Washtenaw 
av., Chicago, Ill. 


* You can send the allegory; and, if suitable; we 
will publish it in the Corner,—Eb, 


* Brounswiok, GA., Nov. 24, 1887. 

My Dear Miss Wrxon: Thanksging to-day 
by the order of the president. Not knowing 
exactly what to thank God for, I think the 
best way to spend this afternoon is to write to 
the Corner of ours, so kindly offered by our 
great friend THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

I wish to tell you of a little incident that 
happened last night. At about three o’clock 
the fire-bell rang and pistol-shots were fired. 
House on fire.. When I went out the whole 
sky was red, and in the near distance I saw a 
two-story frame house on fire. All was 
burnt, and the people saved nothing but 
themselvs. What shall they thank God for 
to-day? Probably, that they ate not living 
at the North Pole so that they would hav to 
freeze, and that they saved their lives, but I 
don’t know. I think they will feel éverything 
else toward God but thankful. 

To receive a letter from the South is a rare 
occurrence for our Corner, and I wish it had 
not to be myself to write, but some other ad- 
mirer of Taz TRUTH SEEKER and friend of 
Miss Wixon. Very few Freethinkers are 
here, and a person has to risk much even to 
acknowledge his Infidelity. People are very 
ignorant down here (that means the majority), 
and awfully hateful toward those that differ in 
faith. But I do not feel discouraged. No, not 
for anything would I giv up my Freethought 
and Liberal opinions, and—well, those that 
think the same. Children, you will not al- 
ways find it easy to declare your faith, but I 
Remember that on you 
depends the future generation—that the way 
you think now and the way you are brought 
up will be the way you will probably go 
through life. Everyone can do his share and 
no one should think that her or-his work 
won’t amount to much, but fearless and with 
joy work for the grand movement for the 
emancipation of thought, for the struggle of 
univer:al mental Liberty. 

There rests more responsibility on you chil- 
dren than you think. Who were the men 
that shaped this republic? Hamilton, John 
Adams, Franklin, Washington, Thomas 
Paine, Jefferson, Madison, etc., were nearly 
all young men. Some folks will tell you that 
now, as most of the old generals in the late 
war are dead, they do not know whom the 
safety Of the country could depend on in case 
of war. I laugh aboutit. There havalways 
been, and always will be, great men and 
great minds when the opportunity demands 
it. There is no fear that there will not bea 
second Logan or Hancock, but perhaps there 
will be two for every one. Don’t look back- 
ward; look alwaysforward. Donot think as 
the majority of the people think, but think 
the way your own brain will lead you. Do 
what you think to be right, and if found to 
be wrong by the majority of the people, be 
noble and suffer the consequence. Most men 
believe what others tell ‘them to believe, but 
I tell them to stop following -churehes, or 


creeds, or political parties, and think for 
themselvs. 

But I am afraid to get too lengthy in my 
letter, and so shall hav to close. Closing, let 
me tell you that that religion which teaches 
you to despise-others because they differ in 
opinion or ideas can never be good, but in 
itself is despicable. Before you is a grand 
work, a great revolution, nothing less than 
the breaking down of the power of the Chris. 
tian church, and if the coming generation will 
accomplish this, it will immortalize itself. But 
to t&ke part in this struggle everyone must be 
honest and true to himself and others. The 
future religion is based on truth and honesty, 
and therefore we hav to be honest and true 
ourselvs. Do what we teach, so that otherg 
will be convinced by our own deeds. 

Í Frevo L. HOFFMAN. 
————— $9 ——————— 
What the Old Hen Said. 


Into the house he came running, 
And begged me to cut off his curls, 
Over his head richly clustered 
As bright and as fair as a girl's. 


“ Why would you lose them, my darling ?” 
“ Because our old hen;” pouted he, 
“ Screams when we meet, ‘Get your hair cut ! 
Get your hair cut '—I know she means me f" 
—George Cooper in Our Little Ones. 
—— oe 
The -Class in Scripture. 

A lady asked one of the children in her 
Sunday-school class, * What was the sin of 
the Pharisees?” ‘‘ Eating camels, ma'am,” 
was the reply. The little girl had read that 
the Pharisees ‘‘strained at gnats and swal- 
lowed camels.” 

‘In what condition was the patriarch Job 
at the end of his life?” questioned a teacher 
of the stolid-looking boy at the foot of the. 
class. ‘‘ Dead,” was the quiet response. 

** What is the outward and visible sign in 
baptism ?” asked a lady of her Sunday-school 
class. There was silence for some seconds, 
and then a girl broke in triumphantly with, 
*t The baby, please, ma’am.” 

* Do you know, mamma, I don't believe 
Solomon was so rich after all?" observed a 
sharp boy to his mother, who prided herself 
on her orthodoxy. ‘‘My child!” she exclaimed 
in pious horror, ‘‘what does the Bible say ?” 
** That's just it,” he answered. “It says that 
‘Solornon slept with his fathers.’ Now, sure- 
ly, if he had been rich he'd hav had a bed 
to himself." . i 

A teacher, in trying to explain to her schol- 
ars the meaning of repentance, used this illus- 
tration: ‘“ Suppose a bad boy were to steal 
an orange, and his good mother should catch 
him with it, and take him by the hand gently 
and tell him how wicked it is, and how very, 
very grieved she was; don't you think, now, 
that the little boy ought to feel very sorry ?” 
One of the scholars eagerly replied: ‘“ Yes, 
mum." ‘‘And why, Marmaduke ?" **'Cause." 
** Because why, Marmaduke?” ‘* Because he 
hadn't et the orange befo' his ma cotch him 
and tuck it away from him !"—OCAambers's 


Stereoplican s Sale 


The Stereopticon and Views which D. M. 
Bennett purchased in Europe on his Around- 
the-World trip are for sale. The instrument 
is a very fine one and the views are among 
the most rare and beautiful ever made. 
They are some four or five hundred in num- 
ber. The whole outfit, complete and in work- 
ing order, will be sold for what the views 
alone would cost. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 


‘USE THE 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


Iu your meetings, to make them lively and intera 
esting. THE LIBERAL HymN-Boox contains songs 
by the best poets, adapted to well-known tunes. 
It is highly commsnded by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parton. Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker, 
and, indeed, by all who hav examined it. Price, 
25 cents. Address Taz TRUTH SEEKER Oo. 


Fathers of Our Republic, 


Paine, Jefferson, Washington, 
Franklin, 


A LECTURE delivered before the Tenth Anna} 
Congress of the American Secular Union, 
in Ohickering Hall, New York 
November 13, 1886, 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
Price 15 cents, s 
|” ‘Addrese THE. TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, DECEMBER 10, 1887. 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


: OALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
OANADA. 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 
James Foster, Wellarid, Ont 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Oni. 
COLORADO. 
J. 'G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe st., Denver. 
IDAHO. 
A. Erwin, Murray. 
ILLINOIS. 
E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 
' Bros., Chicago. 
|^ INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
KANSAS. 
Chris. Brown, Burlington. 


MAINE. 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). 


MASSA OHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 
MICHIGAN, 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
S. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 
Chas. Sach, 188 S. Division 8t., Grand Rapids. 
Swan & Co., 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOURI. 
Phillip Roeder, 822 Olive st., St. Louis. 
E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 
Lang & Co., 709 Olive st., St. Louis. 
NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORK. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 365 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
H. Adler, cor. Essex & Grand sts., New York. 
OHIO. 

N. Hexter, 808 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON. 

B. F. Hyland, Qorvallis. 
NNSYLVANIA. 

Dr.J.H. Rhodes, [^ Spring Garden st., Phila. 

Geor George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 

Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
TENNESSEE. 

Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 
TEXAS. 

L. Andruss, Denison, 

T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. 


UTAH. 

a ame pan Salt Lake City. 
Ata Pat Lake City. 

hi s E Jost, O den. 

Henry Booth, Stockton 


NGLAND. 
. Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
: London. 


J. E. Remsburg’ 8 Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 
Tries, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen, Asa 
ssionary Document it i i unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Oriminal Statistics, 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Ohuroh and Science; the Ohurch and Learning; 
the Ohurch and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform ; e oman's Rights 
Movement; m the Tem ranco Reform; the 


Ohurch and the Repub. 
Bible Morals. Twenty Crimes and 


Vices Sanctioned by Seri aed Falsehood and 
Deoept ion; Oheating; Theft and Robbery; 
ultery and Prostitution ; ; Murder; Wars o 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to "Woman; 
Tukinedness to Ohildren; Oruelty to als; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism ; Witchcraft; 
Slavery; Polygamy; Iniemperano 3a Poverty 
and Vagrancy; [gnorance and Idiocy Obscen- 
ity. Price, single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies; $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The e question i is gisonssed 
under the following, h ogds Origin ort the Sab- 
batic Idea; The J ewigh abbath; e Christian 
porkptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 


Sunday Arguments; Ori ‘brs of Ohristian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of Shed iristian Fathers; The 
&bb ath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 


Babbath ; "Testimony 5 Ohristian Reformers, 
Boholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Law’ Price, 25 cents ; six copies, $1.00. 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
gious f and Political Liberty, Tells the stor 
the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traits of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the agpersions cast upon 
jt. Ohoive extracts from ‘ Common Sense," 
* American Crisis," *Rightsof Man,” and “Age 
of Reason " are given ; algo, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more ihan one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and Ámerica, many of them 
written expressly for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait’ of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. 

Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
Cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver ; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, p "T. 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 


The Apostle of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention, Ri anuary 29, 1884. Price, 


10 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER 00., 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it, 

Price, six copies, 80 cents; one dozen, 50 cents 
brent -five copies for $1; one hundred copies for 

We wish that the friends of Freethought would 
. fistribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


quoted from the author pictured overit, In the 


A SPLENDID WORK. 
Mr. Charles Eckhard, treasurer of the American 
Secular Union, has published 


THE NINE DEMANDS 


in a more attractiv form than any in which they 
hav previously appeared. At the head of an en- 
graving on heavy plate paper, 24x19 inches, are 
the cabinet-sized likenesses of JEFFERSON, 
WASHINGTON, and PAINE, the Fathers of our 
Republic. At the sides are FRANKLIN and 
JOHN ADAMS, and between these two are 
printed the Nine Demands of the American Secu- 
lar Union in conspicuous type. At the foot are 
LAFAYETTE, GIRARD, and INGERSOLL, 
making eight likenesses in all. Inscribed be- 
neath each portrait is some radical sentiment 


space between the portraits and around them are 
arabesques of vines and flowers in profusion, and 
the panel inclosing the Nine Demands is sur- 
mounted on each corner by Mr. Eckhard’s design 
of the flag above the cross. The whole makes an 
exceedingly handsome work for framing. The 
artistic part is equal to the best, and the portraits 
areastrue to nature as the photographs from 
which they were transferred. The design will be 
sent postpaid by mail for $1 by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


ECONOMIC EQUITIES. 


A CoMPEND OF THE NATURAL Laws OF In- 
DUSTRIAL PRODUOTION AND 
ExocHANGE. 


By J. K. Inearzs, author of ** Social Wealth.” 
Price, 26 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. s 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLLS 


Great Centennial Oration 
ON THE. 


Declaration of Independence, 


ALSO THE 
Immortal Document, 


And the National Anthem entitled: 


“LAND OF LIBERTY.” 
Price, 6 cts; 5 copies, 25 cts; 25 copies, $1. 


Address Tae TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
28 Lafayette Place: New York. 


ELEMENTS 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY) 


HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS AND 
FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 


By Prof, ii. M. Cottinger, A.M. 


This book is just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of histor ry from 2,000 
ede B.O., on up to 1883, all in a nutshell.—Elmina 

nicer 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place; in the family it would be no 
less important, as conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Wixon. 

Mr. Cottinger’s intentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable; it may 
be commended as fulfilling its purpose of a con- 
cise and interesting historical text-book, —Milwau- 
kee Sentinel. 


PRICE, CLOTH, $1. 


NOW IS THE TIME TO BE CURED. 
“LNANLVAUL AAO LOd LON OC 


Isa Stunch Infidel and a Success- 
ful Physician. 


The Better Way, of Cincinnati, O., says, * We are 
assured that Dr. Fellows, the eminent specialist of 
Vineland, N. J.,is an educated gentleman of su- 
perior mind and large attainments, and that suc- 
cess in his profession ee brought him business, 
not only from all p arts of this country, but Trom 
foreign shores. He is in the prime ol life and 
able to transact his various professional duties 
romptly and well and giv satisfaction in every 
Stanne: His references are numbered by thou- 
sands 
Dr. Fellows treats all those peculiar diseases 
resulting from in retion and ignorance of 
outh. Those who are ailing should send 10 cents 
for the Dr.’s little book getting forth an EXTERNAL 
OATION—a positiv cure. 
ddress DR. R. P. FELLOWS 
Vinela land, N. J. 
tæ Mention this paper. 


KERSEY GRAVES'S WORKS. 
Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 


Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 conte. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
MUN piblical errors in science, history, 

; religi and general events. Also & 
delineation of P the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins. Price, 1.75. 


The World's Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 


Containing new and startling revelations in 

religious history, which disclose the oriental | 

anda of all the doctrines. principles. precepts, 
ou miracles of the Christian New Testament, 

furnishing a key for ocking many of 

its a Tarni mysteries, besides “comprising the 
history of sixteen oriental crucifie d kods, . ds 50. 

Address THE TRUTH SE 


W.S. BELL’S PAMPHLETS. 


The Conflict between Christianity 
and Ci iaig 


PRICE, - > T 7 15 CENTS. 


It is a stunner; concise, scholarly; and good.— 
M. E. Bilin: 


g8. 
.LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
PRICE, 15 CENTS. 
Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.-—James Parton. 
Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Man,—T. B. eman. 
A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. Itis a very 
ren paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 
0. 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 20 CENTS. 


: The number of heads under which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which each point is dis- 
cussed; should be highly commended. . Therefore 
Itake great pleasure in recommending “ Anti- 
Prohibition ” to the consideration of every person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self-government,— 
J.J. McCabe. 


For sale at this office. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


Saints and Sinners. 10 cents. 
The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth ydh lettered. Price, 1.25 OoNTENTS: 
Section I. tion, of Hresthou ment anc and its 
Barly Birnggles for, for Life. Section What it 

Owes to Mohammedanism. Section IIT, Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors, Section iV. 
Freethought in Conflict during the Sixteenth, 
Boventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. 

tion V. Freethought Triumph in the ] 
teenth Century. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
tiv. 22pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christian Evidences Criticised.. A 
reply to the p Ohristign Evidence Bocioty.” 
introduction _by Qharles Bradl laugh; Oon- 
tenti ; The Or rigin of of Christianity ; The Histori- 

alue of New, Test: ament; recles; 

oe coe: ; The Practical Value of Ohristian- 
ity; The Progress of Ohristianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are published at the low price of FIVE 
OENTS BAOH : Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible alatar The Christian pety; 
Moral Value of the Bible; Freethought and 


Sec- 
ine- 


Modern Progress; Ohristianity; its Nature and 
Influence on Civilization ; ; i osophy of Becu- 
lgrism; Science and 


Bible Anta; tor all of 
hristian Scheme of Redem tion. 

the above works address THE TR 
ER, % Lafayette Place, New es ul 


WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


Was Jesus an Impostor? A debate between a 
Scotch novelist, Agnes Rollo Wilkie, and Arthur 
B. Moss. The best conducted debate of modern 
times, 100 pp., 25 cts. The Mirror of Free- 
thought. 50 cts. The Bible and Darwinism. 
25 cts. iphon] Errors and Secular Truths. 25 
cts, Tw Velations. 5cts. Bible Horrors or, 
Real Blasphemy. 5 cts. Bible Makers. 5 cis. 
Bible Baints—Nos. 1, 2, and 3. Each 5 cts. Moses 
vs. Darwin, 5 cts. Socrates: e Buddha, a and Jesus. 


or all 
H SEEK- 


bots, Ohristianity a Degrading Religion. 5 cts. 
Fictitious Gods. 5 ots. Natural Man. 5 cts. 
The Old Faith and the New. 5cts. Brunoand 


The Bible God and His Favorits. 
5 cts. Miracle Workers. Po Health, Wealth, 
and Happiness. 5cts. The Brain and the Soul. 
5 cis. Nature and the Gade. 5 ots. 
Natural Selection, 5cts. Man and the 
Animals. 5 cts. 

Address Watts and Oo., 17 Johnson's Court, 
E.O., London, Eng. 


Bible Temperance: 


LIQUOR DRINKING. 


Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
by the Bible. 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


Spinoza. 5 cts. 


ower 


This is a companion book to Remsburg’s ** Bible 
Morals.” 48 pages ; price 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


RUPTURES CURED? 


myMedical Compound and Im roved 
Elastic Sup orter Truss in from 3 

days. liable references given. 25 
eren for circular, and say in what paper 
you saw my advertisement. 


Address vr 
A ee 


offer them at FIFTEEN OENTS EACH; 
THREE FOR FORTY CENTS. 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


at this office. 


Design and 


Ingersoll’s Tributes. 


REDUCED IN PRICE. 
We hav made arrangements whereby we can 


offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll’s at greatly reduced prices. 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. 


The Vision of War, 


The Tributes are 


The titles are: 


The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller's Grave. 
The price of these heretofore has been ?5cts. We 
THE 
Mailed secure 


26 Lafayette PL, New York. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Oloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sa 
Price, 400.; with autograph, 50ct. . 


ROMANIS M, 
DANCER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholie 


Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


PRIOR, = - - - 40 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


YRY-SQUARE, 


The Church of Practical Religion. 


BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Unele Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


For sale at this office. 


DID eae CHRIST RISE FROM 
HE DEAD? 
The Neu for the Resurrection Tried 
and Found Wanting. 
By Saladin. 


. a >» 25 OENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Price, $1.00, 


PRIOE, 


The Trinity, from Gibbon’ History of Christianity. 


History of Christianity 


A VINDICATION 


of some passages in the “History of the Decline and 
all of the Roman Empire” by 


EDWARD GIBBON, Esq. 


With a Life of Gibbon, preface and notes by the editor, 

including critical notes by Guizot, Milman, Wenck, 
: an “English Churchman,” and other scholars. 
z vol. 12 mo, 864 pp. Cloth. With 65 engravings.’ $1,50 

This book shows when, where, and how Christianity 
originated, who were its " founders, and what were the 

sentiments, manners, numbers, and condition of the 

primitive Christians. 

“I kuow of no book that contains more real and val. 
uable information upon the origin of Christianity.” 

. G. INGERSOLL. 

u One of the most learned and interesting books eve 

written and published.” —Boston Investigator. 


FOR SALE AT TRUTH SEEKER OFFIGR,, 
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Poetry. 


The Heathen’s Lament. 


Oh, my heart is sadly grieving over news received 
, to-day— . 
It came by ocean cable to the shores of old Cathay: 
At & far-off mission meeting; with most Christian 
. wisdom crammed, 
It’s been settled that our fathers are irrevocably 
damned. 


To the Christian New Jerusalem, with radiant 
streets of gold, 

There's no entrance for the heathen without 
Jesus, we are told; 

Aud though our fathers never heard of any such 


aman, 
That cannot change the working of the everlast- 
` ing plan. 2 


Now, we're not so very captious, only ignorant and 
werk 5 

We would gladly be converted, we are teachable 
and meek; . 

But, because a man's a Hindoo, it doesn't follow 
as & rule 

He must therefore be considered an unmitigated 
fool. 


Bo, when a missionary of the gospel came to tell 

If we didn't come to Jesus we must surely go to 
hell, 

Old Rabjarkee rose and asked him, if a man had 
died in sin, 

Never hearing of the savior, so’s to get a passport 
in, 

And then if, somewhat later, without favor of the 
board. A 

He somehow got & tardy introduction to the Lord ; 

If he then with joy accepted him, and for his sins 
repented, 

Might his future not be brighter than the board 
had represented? 


The preacher felt at once the point that pierced 
his da: k-skinned brother; 

His heathen sonl was troubled--Ae was thinking of 
his mother ! 

Bo he told him how the prodigal was welcomed at 
the door, 

Without the slightest question why he hadn't 
come before. 


And the poor old man was comforted, the tears 
8tood in his eyes ; 

He grasped the missionary's hand and said in glad 
surprise, 

“JI believe in God, the father ever willing to 
forgiv; 

I will henceforth love and worship him go long as 
I may liv.” : 


But it seems that missionary made a terrible mis- 
take, 

And is no more counted worthy the bread of life 
to break; 

So the board has called him back, and forbidden 
him to preach 

Bren the possib e forgivness that he thinks the 
gospels teach. 

Bo our hearts are sadly grieving o'er the news 
received to-day— 

The news that came by cable to the shores of old 
Cathay, 

That hereafter, to be valid, every pardon of the 
Lord 

Must be countersigned by Secretary Alden of the 
board, Y 

And we weep, for our dilemma is as bad as bad 
can be; 

But—if heaven is only open to the scribe and 

) pharisee, 

Since the company’s so much better, though the 
climate’s not so well, 

With our fathers and our mothers, we would ra- 
ther go to hell, —Life. 

——————— € —— — —— 


` A Financial Creed. 


O money! O money! thy praises I sing ! 

Thou art my consoler, my god, and my king. 

Tis for thee that I preach,'tis for thee that I pray, 
And make a collection twice every Lord's day. 


I hav candles and all sorts of dresses to buy; 

I wish you te know that my. church is quite high— 
High in its structure, its steeple, and wall; 

Bo high that the Lord doen not reach it at all. 


I hav poor in my parish who need some relief ; 

I preach to their poverty, pray to their grief; 

I send round the box to them morning and night, 
And hope they’ll remember the poor widow's mite. 


This is the creed; and I'll not preach without it. 
The heavens are closed to all that may doubt it. 
This is the essence of this pleasant religion— 
Oome regular to church ‘and be plucked like a 
pigeon. 
s A 
Superstition Among the Bulgarians. 
Olive Harper n Demorests Monthly. 

There are few industries in Bulgaria, even 
in the largest cities, and it seems a question 
how the people liv. The houses in the cities 
are in the main comfortable, though built in 

"the Turkisk style; but the streets are narrow, 
ill-paved, and without sewerage or sidewalks. 
Churches abound, Greek predominating, and 
in every direction can be heard the peculiar 
droning of the singers in the Greek churches. 
Of & population of over 8,000,000 there are 
about 1,400,000 Bulgarians who are Greek in 
religion ; and as there are many other nation- 
alities who recognize this religion, three- 
fourths of the whole population belong to the 
Greek church. . 

Those who belong to the Greek church are 
probably worse priest-ridden than auy people 
in the world. There are priests, deacons, and 
acolytes to be supported, and their families 


also must be provided for, as the Greek priests 


marry. At every turn, every event—harvest, | 


planting, the killing of an animal, at births, 
weddings, christenings, betrothals, sickness, 
deaths, funerals, and prayers for the dead at 
stated intervals, in trouble or joy—the Greek 


priest must be present, and he must always 


be paid if it takes all and leaves the family 
hungry. 
The Greek priest, when dressed for his 


functions, wears a gown of cloth of gold, and | 


8 scarf around his neck stiffly embroidered 
with gold thread and precious stones ; and all 
the church vessels and altars and cloths are of 
the richest material and make. The churches 
are handsome, and decorated with costly 
things. The priest’s family and wife are 
among the best provided for of any, though 
the priest has no more immunity than another 
Bulgarian from Turkish persecution ; but the 
. Turks seldom touch a church. 

The priests sell candles and votiv offerings; 
they furnish blessings to order on planting 
seeds in the spring, on the birth of every 
domestic animal, and I verily believe on the 
hatching of & chicken, for all of which bless- 
ings they must be paid. No matter how 
poor the family, there is always a little shrine 
to the Paniah, or blessed mother, and a light 
burns forever before it. 

The priests go into the farm-yards, with 
their paraphernalia for the blessing of the 
animals carried by deacons and acolytes, 
where the head priest sprinkles each animal 
with a few drops of holy water shaken from 
a sort of a spoon-shaped sprinkler which is 
pierced with little holes. Sometimes they 
hav a compact bunch of ‘sea-fennel tied on a 
stick, which is used to sprinkle the animals 
or people with. They also bless the first- 
fruits of a tree, and the first handfuls of 
ripened grain or tuft of hay. All this religion 
is without doubt a great source of comfort 
and consolation to these poor people, but it 
would be almost impossible to enumerate 
one-half the petty extortions made by the 
priests. . 

Sickness is usually treated by & priest, who 
goes to the sufferer and writes some cabalistic 
words with chalk upon the wall. This is 
scraped off and given to the patient, who, if 
he livs, is grateful to the priest, and if he dies 
is buried by the priest, and his relativs pay 
for both services; and this is always very 
heavy, what with the anointing oil, the can- 
dles, the prayers, and the horrible droning 
chant of the boys and deacons, and the pro- 
cession of all the church officers, who get 
paid for every step they take. 

To cure hydrocephalus, the priest cuts a 
piece of red fiannel in the form of a Greek 
cross, saturates it with alcohol, and laying it 
upon the little sufferer's stomach sets fire to 
it. Ifa blister comes in the form of the cross 
it is considered a sign the child will get well; 
if not, that it must die. As the alcohol burns 
from the surface of the fiannel, the sign is 
usually adverse. 

Bulgarian women are docil, affectionate 
wives, industrious and patient, and both men 
and women are faithful to their obligation. 
The men are sincerely attached to their wives 
and children, and old age is reverenced among 
them. Their evenings are spent in talking: 
over the events of the day, their neighbors’ 
troubles or griefs, the rumors of great events 
which hav reached their ears from some 
traveler, or in discussing ways and means, 
in which all hav a say, subject to the arbi- 
tration of the oldest among them. If any dis- 
cord does arise, it is referred to the priest, 
who soon dissipates it. The priests do absorb 
the earnings of these poor people to an abom- 
inable extent, and rule them with a rod of 
iron; but their rule is one which keeps down 
discords in families, and makes them patient 
and resigned under their yoke, too much so 
in some cases. 

Sundays they go to church twice, the men 
Sitting on one side, the women on the other. 
It is possible for them to obtain a divorce, if 
deserved, the priest pronouncing the decree. 

There are no holidays but religious ones, 
of which the principal are those of Easter and 
St. George. Easter is the greatest and most 
solemn, and on this occasion even the poor- 
est has a dinner of fowl, lamb, or kid. At 
the feast of St. George, men, women, and 
children go out to the forests with bagpipes, 
and, crowning themselvs with fiowers, dance 
upon the grass, and hav innocent games. In 
dancing they form a circle, each person tak- 
ing hold of his neighbor's handkerchief, never 
the hand, and they are placed alternately, a 
man and woman. Dancing thus, they make 

one think of the ancient sculptures, and the 
appearance and movement of the dancers are 
quite classic. 

A baptism is a curious ceremony as the 


Bulgarians do it, and the child who survives 
it is very lucky. One child was baptized dur- 
ing the writers sojourn in Sofia, and, being 
invited to assist at the ceremony, she took her 
way to a mud-house that had four rooms and 
four windows, which was an indication that 
the family was quite well off forthere. There 
were divans, covered with chintz, on three 
sides of the front room, which served also for 
beds during the night. 

Allthe friends and relativs of the family 
were gathered, and the father received them. 
The mother and babe were invisible, as the 
child must not run the risk of the ‘‘ evil eye” 
until protected by the sacrament. By and by 
a procession of two priests, two deacons, two 
acolytes, and several choir-boys came along 


| chanting, bearing candles and symbols, ex- 


cept the priests, who bore crosses and other 
paraphernalia. The deacons brought the font, 
which was very handsome, of hammered gold, 
and with a capacity of about five gallons. 

Three immense candles decorated with pa- 
per fiowers and tinsel were stood at one end 
of the room, and in the middle of the trian- 
gle the font was placed. Cold water was 
drawn by tlie acolytes from a well outside, 
and the priest put some other water and a 
little salt in it from bottles. A small wax 
candle was given to each guest, who stood 
up, and as the priests passed around with 
their lighted candles everyone reached out 
and lighted their candle, which must be kept 
alight, for it is considered a great misfortune 
if a candle falls or goes out during a christen- 
ing. 

Then the godmother brought the baby, 
simply wrapped in a shawl, and when that 
was opened the child was taken out, com- 
pletely naked. The chief priest took him in 
his big hands and anointed him' all over with 
oil, and cut some hair from the crown of his 
head in the form of a cross. Then every sep-. 
arate part of the child’s body was separately 
blessed, the choristers droning out doleful 
sounds meanwhile, and the baby howling 
with all the strength of his lungs. 

The priest and godmother then walked 
three times around the font, and the priest 
took the screaming babe and dipped him 
three times, all over, into the icy water (it 
was November). It seemed.as if the little 
ereature would surely be drowned, and as he 
stopped crying at the second dip he gasped 
for breath. After every dip they made the 
sign of the cross and said some ritual, while 
the poor little creature shivered, and finally 
they gave him back to his godmother en- 
dowed with the name of Dimitri-Miltiades. 
He was then dressed in his christening-robe, 
which is & tawdry affair of lace and stiff 
book-muslin and open all the way down the 
back, as was the one petticoat they put upon 
him. ; 

As soon as the ceremony is over, these gar- 
ments are laid away and the child replaced 
in his swaddling.clothes, with its arms fas- 
tened down to its sides, which makes a per- 
fect little mummy of him. and permits no 
inovement except of his head. "These strap- 
ped-up babies are kept so for eight or ten 
months, and are then taken out, and the boys 
put at once into pantaloons. Girls are con- 
sidered misfortunes by parents, and boys only 
are called ‘‘children:” girls are nothing. 

After the christening-robe is put on the 
child, each guest receives a small piece of 
silver or copper money with a hole in it, asa 
memento, and a larger coin and a cross are 
sewn on the baby’s cap, where they remain 
until he is a year old, when the cap is taken 
off and preserved. Often men will be found 
who wear their christening-cap with the cross 
and coin as amulets. The priests then gather 
up all the candles and take a collection from 
the guests and parents, partake of some re- 
freshments, and leave, after which the guests 
slowly disperse. 

A funeral among the Bulgarians is also a 
strange ceremony. If a priest is not present 
when a person dies, a messenger is sent at 
once for one, and his office is to close the 
dead one’s eyes and anoint the body. They 
do not wash them. Then a Savanota, or 
woman whose business it is to dress the dead, 
arrives with the savana, or winding-sheet, 
which she furnishes, and she wraps this 
about the body very skilfully, like a surgeon's 
bandage. After this, the ordinary garments 
worn by the dead while alive are ripped 
apart and wrapped over the body, which is 
placed in a shallow coffin, usually in a very 
short time after death. 

The funeral takes place within a few hours 
after death, and rarely from church, as that 
is a heavy expense. The coffins are very 
frail. The procession of priests is long or 
short, poor or magnificent, according to the 
wealth of the family, and there is never a 


‘poor at such times. 


hearse or vehicle. The coffin is carried along. 
the streets with the lid off, so that every one © 
can see the corpse. This is done no matter 

what illness was the cause of death. The 

priests walk along with crosses, candles, and 

other emblemsin their hands, and with slow 

and dignified steps, while they all recite 

prayers; and almost everywhere the people 

kneel while the procession passes, and all 

cross themselvs and pray for the dead.. The 

women of a family never go to a funeral, 

that is, in the procession, but as the body is 

carried out they gather at the door or windows 

and scream and bewail their loss, begging the 

dead one not to go away forever; and though 

the scene isstrange it is full of pathos, and their 

words of sorrow are full of wild eloquence. 

When the procession reaches the cemetery, 
it gathers around the grave, which is always 
shallow, and as soon as the last words are 
said, and the coffin closed and consigned tothe 
dust, each one present throws in one shovel- 
ful of dirt, and it is thus filled up before they 
leave. The coffin is not inclosed in a box, 
for their idea is, that the sooner the body de. 
cays the sooner the soul is atrest. No stand- 
ing headstone is permitted, but a slab can be 
laid over the grave. Nine days after the 
burial all of the family go to the grave, and 
there weep, and partake of a memorial feast 
made of boiled wheat, raisins, sugar, and 
cinnamon, small plates of which are also sent 
to all their acquaintances. The initial letter 
of the dead one’s name is made with cinna- 
mon on the top of these plates of wheat. 
Three months later there is another similar 
memmorial feast, and another a year later, 
and such as are able hav prayers said in 
church on those occasions. Those who can- 
not do that burn a few candlesto the memory 
of the departed one. In the smallest villages 
and in the country the poor peasants do the 
same, but the women also go to the grave. 
Those who are able to do so giv food to the 
The dead are mourned 
sincerely and unaffectedly, for the Bulgarians 
love each other tenderly and well. 

The whole race is superstitious to a degree, ` 
and the belief in charms and omens, and 
above all the ‘‘ evil eye,” is absolute; and in 
every house you will find a garlic suspended 
over the door to contéract any ill effects from 
envious persons. Every maiden and child 
must wear at least one blue bead as a safe- 
guard, and the same holds good of horses 
and other animals; and they even rub garlic 
on their household goods, and copper pots, 
and pans to protect them from evil infiuences. 

If by accident. a black garment is passed 
over a child, that child will die; if a closet 
door is left open while any one sleeps, the 
bodily Satan they all believe in will surely 
find ingress thereby; if they lose anything, 
they tie a knot in a handkerchief and throw 
it on the fioor to bind Satan’s hands in it so 
they can find their lost article in spite of him; 
and if a person steps across a child on the 
fioor, that child will never grow any more. 
There are so many signs and omens that 
the relation of them would fill à book; and 
from them we hav certainly drawn a 
good many of our superstitious beliefs. They 
hav & firm reliance on fortune-tellers and 
prophets, and make divinations by the breast- 
bone of a chicken, or the shoulder-blade of a 


lamb. 
eo 


A Little Agnosticism Needed. 

The Unitarian Review says: ‘‘ The diminu- 
tion of ‘subscriptions isan argument which 
even an American board would appreciate. 
In this forcible way they may yet be led to 
see something to admire in the converted 
pagan chief who drew his foot out of the 
baptismal water when he learned that all his 
ancestors were probably in hellpit. They 
may realize that such heathen can best be 
reached by a missionary who indulges at 
least a hope that the good and true men and 
women may be saved who, unfortunately, 
never heard of the American board and its 
monopoly hold on salvation. 

** We are not admirers of Agnosticism as a 
creed; but we should suppose that a slight 
infusion of it, amounting to a modest confes- 
sion of human ignorance of a few of the cer- 
tainties of the infinit future, would not 
seriously jnjure the theologians of the board. 
A considerably greater acquaintance than 
‘most of them show with the religious history 
and the moral excellences of the nations they 
complacently turn over to perdition would 
also become them. A little less Christian 
conceit and a little more human kindness, 
brethren! The superior court judge of this 
commonwealth characterized the situation 
well, and showed himself a rational theolo- 
gian no less than a well-deserving pillar of 
the law, when he said; ‘ Looking at the 


question from & judicial standpoint, as I am 
accustomed. to look at these things, it seems 
to me of very little importance what verdict 
may be rendered at.the meetings of the Amer- 
ican board, for no assurance can be given 
that the verdict will stand; and, let it be 
what it will, there will certainly be a motion 
for a new trial." 
——— —9 9 99— —————— 


The Pastor and the Newsboys. 


The Rev. A. B. Simpson, of the Madison 
Avenue Tabernacle, this city, conceived that 
it would beat least a conspicuous piece of 
Christian charity to giv the New York news- 

" boys à Thanksgiving supper in his church. 
He did so, with the following interesting 
results, as given by the New York Herald: 

The three hundred and fifty newsboys of the 
city who had secured tickets for the Thanks- 
giving supper were there to be fed. There 
were two or three blue-coated Suardians of 

.the law at the door to preserve order, but 
they could not prevent them from howling 
like wild demons. 

A choir of young ladies, -assisted by an 
organist, opened’ the evening festivities by 
singing a hymn, after which the Rev. A. B. 
Simpson introduced Mr. John Cowperth waite 
to the boys. cd 

-“ What does the Bible say you shall do, 
boys,” asked Mr. Cowperthwaite, ‘‘if a sinner 
tries tO entice you?" A perfect Babel of 
replies, making the Bible say strange things, 
came in reply: ; 

‘Slug’m on the ear!” ‘Hit him with a 
brick!" ‘‘Gouge his eye out!” **Kill'm» 
** Get a cop and hav'm tooked in!” 

“ Silence, boys, silence!" roared Mr. Cow- 
'perthwaite. It was at least three minutes 
before he could stop the fiood of answers. 
When he did he said, ** Hav any of you ever 
been in the Tombs ?" 

“Yes! yes!” howled the bad boys, who 
had a big majority, while an almost drowned 
chorus of **No! no!" came from odd corners. 

“I received a note from one of my little 
Sunday-school boys many years ago,” said 
the speaker, ‘‘from the Tombs prison. Now, 
why do you think he gent for me?" 

“He tought you were a pollytichun!" 
came from a little black-haired youngster. 

. * No; he wanted me to get him out. How 
do you think I got him out?" 

“ Pulled him out,” shouted a dozen, while 
more yelled, ** Yer buzzed de judge." 

“I gave him a good character, boys. If 
you all hav good characters and keep them, 
you'll never hav any difficulty in getting out 
of trouble.” 

It was now supper-time, and the bright- 
eyed young women and benevolent old ladies 
began. to pass plates around heaped with 
cakes and turkey. 

Then the fun of the evening began. Many 
of the boys snatched each other's portions, 
and squabbles ensued. The good-natured 
teachers would drag the boys apart and giv 
them fresh plates. ' 

The boys filled up on cake and turkey, 
and when the bread was passed they began to 
fire it around the room. When the young 
villains got their coffee, a great many of 
them amused themselvs by squirting mouth- 
fuls of it into the eyes and ears of neighbors. 


-Pame Vindieated! 


-——. 

A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Ovserver’s slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Oontaining 
both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
—— 


The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. 


TOGETHER WITH 
A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Palne's 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


"8pp. Price 16 cents. _ 
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The Bible Analyzed. 


“For Sledge- 
hammer Logic unsurpassed.”  8vo., 838pp.; 
silk cloth, $3, 


Deity Analyzed and the Devil's De- 


fense. A thorough analysis of the 


claims for the existence of the Bible deity, and 
an examination in verse of the charges gener- 
ally brought against his Satanic majesty. 
12mo, 4660p., 1.50. 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work| 


goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. : 
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OF THE 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 
. Of Europe. 
By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D 


Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $8. 
Addrers THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


HOW TO STRENCTHEN 
THE MEMORY; 
OR, 
Natural and Scientific Methods of 
. Never Forgetting. 
By M. L. HOLBROOK, M.D. 
12mo, 160 pp., - = + = $1.00 


TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
Address THE Lafayette PI., New York, 
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- OR, C 
The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedicated to the clergy 
BY 
H.J. SEIGNEURET, 

Secularist. 
Price, — ^ 


10 cents. 


FACTORY & WAREROOMS, 


SO Third AN RCM York. 
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SOCIAL WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Hract Ratios in Its 
Acquirement and Apportionment. 


By J. K. INGALLS. 
Price, Cloth, =. = $1.00, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER 


DEATH IMPROBABLE. 
By L. R. SMITH. 
Pamphlet, 82pp., 12mo, - Price, 10 cents. 
Published and for sale by . 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 


Price 10 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OomMPAXy. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
BIBLE, 


A perfectly reliable, accurate pamphlet. Thougb 
anonymous, itis now known to be the work of W. 
H. Burr, one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been sold. Price, 15 cenis. 
For sale at this office. d 


BINDER for THE "RUTH SEEKER 


4| For the benefit of our read- 
I ] |»ra who preserve their papers 
H | we Offer a new style of binder, 
| nade for the purpose, and 
‘sith the heading of THE 
It} CRUTH SEEKER printed in 
ES! Old letters on the outside. 
SES 2:737] Chis binder allows the open- 
1ng OI vue pipers perfectly flat. It also allows the 
taking out and replacing of one or more papers 
from avy part of the file without disturbing the 
other parts. | 
Sent by mail. postpaid, for *1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
tf 28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


THIRD EDITION. 


BIBLE MYTHS, 


AND THEIR PARALLELS IN OTHER RELIGIONS: 


BEING A 


Comparison of the Old and New Testament Myths and Miracles with those 
of Heathen Nations of Antiquity, 


CONSIDERING ALSO THEIR ORIGIN AND MEANING, 
WITH NUMEROUS ILLUSTRATIONS. 


pure in thé'r actions.” 


[Heathen lustration of the emptation. l. 
The Bundehesh (a sacred book of the Persians,) states that 
Ahuramazda after creating the first man and woman, Mashya 


and Mashyana, bade them **to be humble of heart;to observe 
the law ; to be pure in their thoughts, pure in their speech, 


But an evil demon came to them in 


the form of a Serpenz, sent by Ahriman, the prince of devils, 
and gave them fruit of a wonderful tree, which imparted 


immortality. 


Evil inclinations then entered their hearts, 
and all their moral excellence was destroyed. 


Conse- 


quently they fell, and forfeited the eternal happiness for 


which they were destined. 
themselves in their skins. 


They killed beasts, and clothed 


| BrsLE Mytus shows this to be the origin of the Hebrew 


story. 


‘1 Vol. 8vo., cloth, about 600 Pages. Frice, $2.50. 


Sent post-paid by the TRUTH SEEKER. 
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PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 25. 
meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures.and 
free discussions on retigious and social auestions 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rate 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Ear: 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wm. HENRY 
Burg. Price, 25cents. For sale at this office. _ 


WHO WANTS THEM? 


Pair Diamond Eard-ops worth $400 for $280; do. 
$250 for +150; do. $120 for $80; do. $60 for $45; do, 
#40 for $28; 1 Diamond Pin, worth $325, for $220; 
do. $180 10r 3135; do. 8150 for +110; do. $100 for $65 ; 
do. $65 For $45; do. $38 tor $28, 1 Ring or Studd 
worth $185 for $140; do. $150 for $110: do. $90 for 
$65; do. $65 for $45; do. $50. for $35. A full line of 
smaller Diamond Goods same discounts. WILL 
REFUND CASH IN FULL FOR ANY OF THE ABOVE AT 
ANY TIME DURING ONE YEAR IF NOT BATISFATORY. 
Best " Howard" Watch, Elegaut Diamond-set 
case, worth $300 for 1220; similar $200 tor $150; do. 
$150 for$110. Ladies Watch, 50 Diamonds, worth 
200, for $150; do. Diamonds and Rubies, 140 for 
#100; do. $100 for $70. A full line of regular styles, . 
:qually low. Wedding Rings a specialty. Cab- 
inet Organs worth $150 for $75; do. $100 for $50. 
Music Box,10 aire, $32. worth $45; do. $28; do. 8 
alis $18 worth $25. 100 Plush and Leather Albums, 
largest size, $1 to $10, pearly half price. 100 Plush 
fouet, Jewelry, Manicure, Shaving; and Child's 
8 ts, $1 to $15, same reductions. Best Triple 
Piated Knives $3 50; Forks $3 50 per dozen. Triple 
plated Tea-sp.ons 131.70: "Tabje-8poons $8 40 ver 6. 
Best Spectacie or Eye-Glass $1, Pebbles $2, Gold 
-6 and $7 (Send line of finest print you can read 
plainly at 14inches and I can fit you). Iam an 
expert in my line—your home Jeweler must hav 30 
to 50 per cent profit—I will serve you houestly and 
giv you the advantage of my | ng expertence for 
5 to 10 per cent. OTTO WETTSIEBEIN, 

Rochelle, Ill. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli- 
eal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


“The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, mone Bix copies for 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Grea 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more suck 
flaming arguments , . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa 
ration.” ; 

: Priee, 35 cents. 


For either of these works or any of Paine' 
writings. Address THE RUTH SEEKER. 


WULTAIRE S ROMANCES, 


CONTENTS : 

e White Bull: A Satirical Romance.— Zadig 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princes« 
of Babyion.—The Man of Forty Crowus. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Natnre.— Mioromegne — 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the White 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo, 448 pa ea, laid paper. With 67 
engravings. Price, cloth, beveled boards, $1.50; pa- 
per covers, $1. Half calf or half morocco, marbled 
edges, $4.00. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE DAWNING, 


A NOVEL. 


** Oh, heaven ! Apollo is once more among 
herdsmen of Admetus, and the herdsmen ku 
not it is the Sun-god !” 


An octavo volume of nearly 400 pages, bound 
cloth, Price, $1.50. 


Address TuE TRUTH SEEKER Co. 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 
THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. . 
From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION, 
Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. . 


WORKS OF O. B. WHITFORD, M.D. 


Christianity a Reward for Crime. 
Authenticated by the Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 29 pages, - * - 100. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 


Paper, 12mo, 47 pages, - - - 150., 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 
Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 25c. 


A Masonie Vindication of Right. 
f A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 36 pages - =- - = 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
98 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


5c 


SEND POSTAL to Leftwich Bros. and Curtis, 
Florence, Ala., for description of cheap land in 
the Sunny South. 1745 


Infidel Death Beds. 
By G. W. FOOTE. 


Price, - - 85 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER.. 
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Sows of the Week. |THE OR D 


JonmN L. SULLIVAN, the Boston slugger, is 
winning great attention in London. His little 
ministerial freak of leaving his wife at home, 
and taking another man’s wife with him, 
does not appear to prejudice the English 
public against Mr. Sullivan. 


Tue official canvass of 
the vote in Atlanta, Ga., 
givs a majority of 1,128 ` 
against Prohibition. 

Tur Freemasons are 
holding a successful 
charity fair at the Ma- 
sonic Temple in this city. 

BzrwzzN Jan. ist and 
Dec. 1st 354,892 immi. 
grants hav landed at this 
port, an increase of 70,- 
789 over. the correspond- 
ing months of 1886. 


Tax Methodists’ and 
Baptists’ union church at 
Orange, Vt., by the in- 
scrutable workings of 
providence, was destroy- 
ed by fire last week. : 


Iris believed that Gen. 
Clinton B. Fisk, of New 
Jersey, will be nominated 
for the United States 
presidency by the Pro- 
hibition party at the 
National Convention to 
be held at Indianapolis, 
Ind. 


Among four recaptured 
convicts who broke jail 
at Carthage, Mo., two 
weeks ago, occurs the 
name of the Rev. J. H. 
Healy. How the minis- 


By Hon, W. E. Gladstone. 


ER OT CREATION, 


Discussion Between Stone. By Albert Beville, D. 


Gladstone, Huxley, Muller, | VI. Mr, Gladstone and Genesis. 
Linton, Reville, VII. A Protest anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 
On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. | ^ ton - 
CONTENTS: This is a new book and contains the latest discus- 


i i | sion on the mistakes of Moses. 
" PC? Gladstone, i of Worship: Br Hon.. participants are & 
II. The Interpreters of Genesis &nd theInter- Price, paper, 50 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 
preters of Nature. By Prof. T. H. Huxl THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


} ley. 
nr. Pogtsoript to Bolar Myths. Py Prof, Max 28 Lafayette Pl.,New York. 


IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for & Fair Trial. 
- V. Dawn of Oreation. An Answerto Mr. Glad- 
By Prof. T. H. 


The names of the 
guarantee of its able character. 


Gems of Ühonght. 

TEE same: histories, creeds, and confessions, 
with the impartial records of other writers, make 
it also most pointedly manifest that there igno 
essential difference between the spirit and con- 
duct of the Protestant reformers and those infer- 
nal and beastly cruelties practiced in the darkest 
ages of .popery, and that they, as well as their 
Catholic ancestors, gloried in nothing more than 
in building up their Zion with blood.—D.M. Bennett, 
Every Ohristian know 
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È 
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JOSEPH GETS PROMOTED. 


ter happened to be in 


that from Genesis to Reve- 
lation there is not a single 
precept that forbids polyg- 
amy to anybody not a bish- 
op, and that the prohibition - 
in the New Testament upon ` 
a bishop that he should be 
the husband of only one‘ 
wife, implies that whether 
any man not a bishop, 
should be the husband of 
more than oné, is left to his 
own choice. Every Ohria- 
tian knows that polygamy 
was practiced throughout 
the Old Testament period 
„Without divine, human, pro- 
Phetic, or priestly rebuke of 
any kind; and every schol- 
[ar knows that in casual 
instances, though greatly 
discouraged by the antag- ` 


„the practice obtained in Ju- 
dea till after the opening of 
the Christian era.—V. B. 
; Denslow, [NoTE.—As to the 
; Precept about bishop’s be- : 
ing “the husband of one 
wife,” we hav it given. 
"twice, as if it were of the 
least consequence, viz., in 
j1 Tim. iii, 2, and in Titus i, 
6, The original may be in- . 
lerpreted in three ways :.(1) 
A bishop must be the hug- 
iband of one wife at least; 
(2) If the first die, he may 
jtake a second, and so on} 
jor (8) He must hav one 
only wire., This is but one 
instance of the uselessness : 
.of human language to ex- 
press any idea 80 ag not to 
‘be liable to be misunder- 


And he made him to ride in the second chariot which he hàd : and they cried before him, Bow the knee: and he made him 


stood—if men are deter- 


jail is not mentioned in ruler over all the land of Bgypt.—Gen. xli, 43. 


the dispatches. 


Tuere were 78 arrests in this city last Sun- 
day for violation of the excise law. 


Tux Weekly Record, of Sussex, New Bruns- 
wick, now has George Francis Train as asso- 
ciate editor. 


‘Jaoor Smarr, the convicted briber of alder- 
men, has been granted a new trial and re- 
leased on bail. 


A man in Chicago named Wolf, and a man 
in London named Burrows, were arrested 
last week for making seditious speeches. 


‘A New Yorx theatrical manager has im- 
ported an infant phenomenon in the person of 
Josef Hofman, aged 10, who plays the piano 
with unsurpassed skill. 


A man calling himself Lord Courtenay has 
been the lion of Newark, N. J., society for a 
few weeks. He is now exposed as an im- 
postor, and Newark society is much lowered 
in its own estimation. 


Tus Interstate Commerce Commission has 
decided that railroads ‘‘ must furnish colored 
people, who buy first-class tickets, accom- 
modations equally safe and comfortable with 
other first-class passengers.” 


Tae mayor and ten aldermen of Lincoln, 
Neb., were lodged in jail on the 28th ult. 
They had been charged with malfeasance, and 
an injunction was issued against them, dis- 
regarding which they were locked up. 


Dr. PARKER, the London clergyman, 
preached in Plymouth church last Sunday. 
He has refunded the proceeds of the Beecher 
eulogy to the amount of $700, which goes to 
the monument fund. Dr. Parker failed to 
fulfil a lecture engagement, December 2d, at 
Norwich, Conn., and will be sued by Manager 
Logee for breach of contract. 


Here Mosr, the Anarchist, now in the 
Tombs for making unpopular remarks in a 
public meeting, complains that the jails of 
this city are much inferior in accommodation 
to those of European cities where he has been 
confined. The cells, he says, are insufficiently 
heated, and are infested with rats which insist 
upon sharing his bed with him. 


DEACON ALLAN THOMPSON GILLILAND, from 

* Clay county, Tenn., came to New York last 
week to invest in some counterfeit money, of 
which he. had received advertisments. He 
fell into the hands of swindlers, and was 


arrested with them and placed in the house | 


of deteution. The deacon now fervently 
wishes he were back in Clay county, Tenn. 


Odds and Ends. 


“ Yes,” said Mrs. Bascom to her neighbor, Mrs. 
Ponsonby, "I always did admire Deacon Sam- 
uels, He is the most dignified-looking man when 
he is asleep that I ever saw.” 


THERE was a young fellow whose forehead 
Was high and decidedly florehead. 

He thought it was grand, 

But, as we understand, 
His acquaintances all thought it horehead, 


As William bent over her fair face he whispered, 
“Darling, if I should ask you in French if I 
might. kiss you, what would you answer?” She, 
summoning up her scanty knowledge of the 
French, replied, “ Billet doux !" 


TEACHER (at the mission Sunday-school) : ** Yes, 
children, Daniel was cast into a den of lions, but 
not one of them dared touch him. How strange 
——»" Pupil (scornfully): * Aw, dat’s nuthin’. I 
seen a duck do that act in der cirkis last year.” 


Jrpso: “I heard that Matthew Arnold was an 
Agnostic.” McCorkle: “No, that is decidedly 
wrong, if a definition I heard recently as to what 
constitutes an Agnostic is correct." J.: “ What is 
the definition?” McO.: "That an Agnostic is one 
who does not know everything, and dees not pre- 
tend to.” 


MriNisTER (to bereaved widow): “ Yes, Mrs. Mil- 
dew, John was such a good man—always the same, 
and you could know where to find him at all 
times," Widow: “ Yes, that’s so.” (Sobs.) Min- 
ister : * And then in money matters he was always 
80 open-handed! I remember a time I needed 
money badly and John went down in his pocket 
for the whole sum. Ah, it was such a help!” 
Widow: “Has (sob) it (sob) ever been (sob) paid 
back?” 


“How old was Noah when he died?” asked a 
butcher of one of the negro whitewashers on the 
market. ' Now, you stop right dar !” was the em- 
phatic reply. “ Why, Josiah, what's the matter 
with you?” “Ise had 'sperience, sah—dat’s 
whats de matter wid me.” “How?” “ Jist got 
fru serving a sentence of thirty days in de work- 
house kase I couldn't agree wid de ole woman 
whether King Solomon had red or black hair. 
Doan’ want no mo’ Bible talk fur six months, sah 
—not a talk!” 


* Ir was the last request of the deceased,” said a 
Kansas City minister in the course of the funeral 
sermon of one of that city's most activ real estate 
boomers, “ that immediately after the services at 
the grave an auction sale of lots in his Prospect 
park addition be held, and for that purpose Colo- 
nel Infiater, the well-known real estate auctioneer, 
will be present and conduct the sales. A strange 
request, you will say, my friends, and a queer 
place for such a sale—in a cemetery. My own 
idea,” continued the minister, as he propped up 
the back cover of the Bible with the hymn-book, 
* was to hav the procession go around by Pros- 
pect park with a brass band and hold the auction 
right on the lots before going to the cemetery at 
ali; then buyers could see just what they were 
getting. But then, no two men ever conducted a 


of the brother shall be complied with. Sing the 
275th hymn, the 275th—Away, vain - earthly 
things,’” 
TIMELY WISDOM. 

They strolled along through the wood together, 

A manly youth and a maiden fair, 
Gathering leaves in the autumn weather, 

Tinted with colors most rich and rare. 


He said, “ You are much like the autumn leaves, 
With your cheeks of red and your hair of gold; 

And your heart the frost that the leaf receives 
Ere its hues are seen—for your heart is cold.” 


The maiden answered, * It may be 80— 

You've known me long, and perhaps know best— 
But the frozen leaf soon thaws, you know, 

After 'tis gathered and properly pressed.” 


“Srp,” said the prisoner, “I did not pay this 
man for my refreshments because I know nothing 
of the value of money. I ama child of genius.” 
“And what is your age?” asked the justice, 
“Forty-two years.” “Then it is time you were 
weaned,” and his honor gave him thirty days 
away from the bottle. 


“I wap intended, brethren,” said a Texas pastor, 
“to preach a sermon this morning on the univer- 
sality of the plan of salvation, but I hav just 
learned that Brother McBender has collected my 
last quarter's salary, and instead of paying it to 
me has taken it and run off. with the wife of 
Brother Clugston. I will therefore invite your 
attention on this occasion to a few remarks from 
the text: ‘These shall go away into everlasting 
punishment.’” 

; THE SIOUXS. 
A wandering tribe, called the Siouxs, 
Wear moccasins, having no shiouxs ; 
They are made of buckskin, 
With the fleshy side in, 
Embroidered with beads of bright hiouxs. 


When out on the warpath, the Siouxs 
March single file—never by twiouxs— 
And by blazing the trees 
Can return at their ease, 
And their way in the forests ne’er liouxs. 


All new-fashioned boats he eschiouxs, 
And uses the birch-bark caniouxs : 

They are handy and light, 

And, inverted at night, 
Giv shelter from storms and from diouxs. 


The principal food of the Siouxs 

Is Indian maize, which they briouxs, 
Or hominy make, : 
Or mix a cake, 

And eat it with pork as they chiouxs, 


Now, doesn’t this spelling look ciouxrious? 
"Tis enough to make anyone fiouxrious ! 
So, a word to the wise: 
Pray, our language revise . 
With orthography not so injiouxrious ! 


LIFE. 
A PROSE POEM, 


By B. G. INGERSOLL. 
Printed in colors on board, beveled edges. 


real estate boom exactly alike, and the dying wish ! Price 60 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


mined to misunderstan 
Hit. —Hylaz.1 M 
A TEACHER who, having gone through Euclid’s 
demonstration (of the 47th proposition of the 
First Book), should add that the hypothenuse was 
quantitativly related to the sides in that manner, ` 
because the divine will had 80 ordered it, would . 
impeach his own competence as a mathematician, - 
and would confuse and offend the intelligence of ` 
his pupil; for, the pupil having once fairly appre- 
hended the truth, it becomes to him quite beyond 
the power of any will, human or divine, to change ` 
it. When ethics shall hav become scientifically 
formulated, the suggestion of a divine will, as a 
source of moral law, will be felt to be equally. im- 
pertinent.—E. D. Stark. 


Junar Brack probably thinks that the difference 
in the weight of rocks and clouds was created by 
law; that parallel lines fail to meet only because 
it is illegal; that diameter and circumference. 
could hav been so made that it would be a greater 
distance across than around a circle: that a 
straight line could inclese a triangle if not pre- 
vented by law, and that a little legislation could 
make it possible for two bodies to occupy the 
same space at the same time. . . . The mind of 
every thoughtful man is forced to one of these two 
conclusions: either that the universe is gelf- 
existent, or that it was created by a self-existent 
being. To my mind, there are far more difficul- 
ties in the second hypothesis than in the first,— 
Ingersoll. E 


AND who is he that will harm you, if ye be fol- 
lowers of that which is good? But and if ye suf- 
fer for righteousness’s sake (that is, for doing 
good), happy are ye: and be not afraid of their 
terror, neither be troubled.—1 Peter iii, 18, 14. 


THE Jewish Messenger says—and the statement 
is very suggestiv : “It is useless to deny that the 
majority of our people, especially the young, 
are not attracted to our religious shrines, except 
on rare occasions.” The young Israelites do 
not stick to the faith of their fathers. Neither 
do they become Christians. They cease to be 
religious. And the chief cause of their apostasy 
is that the young Jew has no Sabbath. He is 
for the most part surrounded by such associa- 
tions as keep him from the synagog on Saturday; 
and so he neglects religion and becomes an Infi- 
del.—Family Treasury. 


Frar not that tyrants shall rule forever, 
Or the priests of the bloody faith; 
They stand on the brink of a mighty river 
Whose waves they hav tainted with death. 
It is fed from the depth of a thousand dells; 
Around them it foams, and rages, and swells, 
And their swords and scepters I floating see, 
Like wrecks on the surge of eternity. 
—Shelley. 


I tack words to express my sense of the inco- 
herence, irrationality, and general shockingness 
of the common view of the atonement. Sin and 
holiness are no matters of imputation; penalty 
cannot be substitutional, and in none of God's 
works can we find a hint of anything so confused, 
awkward, incongruous, out of the divine style (s0 
to speak), as this whole * scheme ” elaborated. I 
would say in passing, in the thick darkneas of the 
Dark Ages . . . Say what any man or all men 
will, of the poverty and fallibility of reagon, what- 
ever is plainly irrational we are bound to reject, 
wherever we may meet with it.—W. C, Tenney. 


Entered at the Post-Office a; New 
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farms and buildings hav 
been mortgaged to meet 
the assessments levied by 
the bishop for this pur- 
pose. 

Sisters of Mercy, says 
the Catholic Union and 
Times, are now engaged 
as teachers of the public 
schools of Ivesdale, Ill. 

WE are now to hav a 
Roman Catholic chaplain 
in the United States navy. 
He will be a priest from 
the diocese of New York. 


Erra WHEELER Wir- 
cox advocates the ostra- 
: eising of divorced women 
from refined society. 
Miss Ella is getting to feel 
entirely too big. for her 
clothes: She has prob- 
ably forgotten the fact 
that but for the charity of 
some poor men, one of 
whom livs in Cloud coun- 
ty, who paid for her 
schooling, she would not 
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be the noisy browler she 
is. She seems to be as 
heartless as witty and 
talented.—Zhe Blade, 
Concordia, Kan. 


Tae Rev. Morgan 
Hughes, vicarof Derwen, 
in North Wales, is caus- 
ing great excitement by 
enforcing his claims to 
the full arrears of his 
tithes. He obtained bai- 
liffs from a distant part 
of the country and sud- 
denly distrained on hay- 
stacks at two farms. The 
town crier soon pro- 
claimed the fact at Ruth- 
in, and five hundred far- 
mers and others at once 
set out to hunt the bai- 
liffs, who, however, -had 
disappeared. There was 
a large gathering on the 
day appointed for the sale 
of the haystacks. An 
efügy of the vicar in & 
dilapidated white shirt 
to represent his surplice 
wa8 displayed on the top 
of one of the stacks, to- 
gether with another curi- 
ous effigy of the auc- 
tioneer. On the other 
farm a grotesque image 
of a gigantic tithe bailiff 
was placed on the stack, 
and ared flag was hoisted 
bearing the word ‘‘ Dis- 
establishment.” Satirical 
verses by a local poet 
were also displayed. The 
auctioneer, however, 
thought discretion was 
the better part of valor, 
and failed to appear. 
Resolutions were passed 
condemning the rector 
and supporting Disestablishment.—London 
Freethinker, 


Tux Episcopalian church of Canon City, 
Col., does not appear to agree with its East- 
ern contemporaries on the subjects of dancing 
and card-playing. On the 2d of December it 
held a ‘‘ Dance! dance! for the benefit of the 
Episcopal churcb, at St. Cloud Hotel, at 
which card-playing and a general good time" 
was enjoyed. 
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that the cause of the estrangement of the 


being held at Washington, D. C., under the masses from the church is the antagonism of 
auspices of the Evangelical Alliance, is pro-, the foreigners to our evangelical life,” Rev. 

Tue Roman Catholics hav built a new | ducing a countless number of delightful and 
church at Varennes, Quebec, costing $100,.!98Dlent maxims of government. As an 
000. We should like to know just how many | instance, it being remarked by a member 


J. M. Foster urges that “a Christian nation 
should hav a Christian government, and this 
would solve the immigration problem.” 


M. Pastuvr is studying a method of inocu- 
lating the New South Wales rabbits with a 
disease which will exterminate them, to gain 
a prize of £25,000 offered by the New South 
Wales government. 

Ix February last the Rev. J. J. Hoffman was 

— dismissed from the pas- 
torate of St. Peter's Ger- 


man Reformed church in 


id AAU E74. 
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Sheboygan, Wis. Here- 
fused to giv up the par- 
sonage, and the people, 
failing to get any satis- 
faction in the courts, de- 
termined to take the mat- 
ter into their own hands. 
And so the other day a 
crowd, including fifteen 
women of the congrega- 
tion, forcibly put the pas- 
tor and his family into 
the street and sent the 
furniture following after 
them. 


Tax following report 
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of a lively meeting, at 
which the speakers were 
old acquaintances of our 
readers, is from the New 
York Times: “ Edward 


W. Searing, the Progres- 


sive Labor party candi- 


date for district attorney 
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1 Joan Most, the Communist-Anarchist, who 
, was tried for incendiary language used in a 
“speech condemning the Illinois authorities 
for hanging the Chicago Anarchists, bas been 
sentenced to one year’s imprisonment in the 
penitentiary. A stay of execution, however, 
was granted pending an appeal to the ap- 
pelate court. One of the best lawyers in the 
United States tells us that Most's conviction 
on an appeal to the prejudice of the jury sur- 
reptitiously introduced by the district at- 
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torney is an injustice which will probably 
result in a new trial being secured by the ac- 
cused. 


Tue mystery of evil and consequent misery 
on the premises of “an infinitly holy and in- 
finitly kind being, who has also infinit power, 
we hav on our hands for explanation; and, 
until some theodicy, or something, has dis- 
posed of that, we may as well relegate lesser 
things to the relativ obscurity in which they 
belong.— Boston Congregationalist. 


in the last election, lect- 
ured on the 4th inst. on 
the ‘ Lessons of the Last 
Campaign.’ In a very 
mild way he suggested 
that certain men in the 
party, among them Edi- 
tor Shevitch, had devoted 
perhaps a little too much 
time to explaining that 
Anarchist did not mean 
Anarchist. The future 
would see the party suc- 
ceed, he thought, if in 
later campaigns some 
one man be placed at 
the head of the party or- 
ganization. Dr. Weeks 
and Mrs. Hinton spoke 
words of praise of the 
poor Chicago victims and 
of ‘Mr. Most.’ Captain 
Clark launched into an 
argument against Social- 
ism, which he character- 
ized as ‘the serpent of 
old, now hissing and 
raising its head, that the 
heel of every honest man 
should crush.’ He ‘was 
interrupted by hisses and 
groans, with a few un- 
complimentary remarks. 
For a moment the Social- 
istic audience seemed 
about to turn again and 
rend Captain Clark, but 
he speedily fled. As the 
door closed on his unfin- 
ished speech and vanish- 
ing form, Colonel Hinton 
shook his locks, and said: 
‘Why, do you know what 
that man is? He is,a pi- 
ratical old slave-trader ! 
He ought not to be al- 
lowed to speak any- 
where! He is an enemy 
of mankind, and every 
honest man should spit in his face." 

Tux Catholic church has never condemned 
slavery. It has never taught that it is wrong- 
ful in the individual to hold slaves where 
slavery is sanctioned by municipal law ; it 
has never even taught that the system of 
slavery is in itself wrongful. Its teachings - 
would doubtless condemn slave insurrection 
or incitement to slave insurrection, or any 
attempt to abolish slavery by illegal and vio- 
lent means.— Zhe Standard. 
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Communications. 


Life and Death—Hell and Heaven—God and 
Eternity. E 


If you want to put a Christian's pipe out, an 


witness a display of Christian forbearance, just insist 


upon his telling where hell is. Whenever a Chris- 
tian tries to locate heaven or hell, his philosophy 
begins to limp. Though he cannot tell where hell is, 
if you press your question he will giv you to under- 
stand that you are on the most direct road to it: He 
will try to tell you that you are in nature’s darkness, 
while God has opened his eyes to see things spiritu- 
ally which are veiled from your sight. His philos- 
ophy can only be equaled by the old Dutchman’s 
who fell up-stairs and stuck.a knot-hole in his eye. 


All the Christian knows about hell is that it is dis-. 


agreeably hot, and full of brimstone. All he knows 


- about heaven is that he will go there and meet his 


God (who is everywhere present) and walk the golden 
streets and wear a golden crown and play a golden 
harp, and that all who hav not been anointed with 
Christian goose-grease will never get there." All gold 


- in heaven, all brimstone in hell. It seems to me that 


a God with a good head on him might avoid such 
extremes. No Christian will be permitted to talk to 
me about the goodness of a God when it is accom- 
panied with his barbarous idea of hell. 

It strikes me that a good unbeliever, full of loving 
kindness like Colonel Ingersoll, ought to fare about 
as well as the Puritans, who whipped women on 
their naked backs. But it doesn't seem to be accord- 
ing to God's plan. z 

A Christian told me the other day that heaven was 
a spiritual abode and could be understood and ap- 
preciated only by the spiritually minded. The idea of 
spiritual streets, and harps, and crowns of gold can 
hav no foundation in reason. 

If heaven is a spiritual place, hell is a spiritual 
place. If the gold of heaven is spiritual, the fire and 
brimstone of hell are spiritual. The truth is, no such 
places exist. Instead of spiritual abodes, they are 
only abodes of. the imagination, invented only to en- 
slave the masses for the benefit of a religious aris- 


. tocracy. 


The old, barbarous idea of hell is now entertained’ 


by but few men of inquiring minds. Fifty years ago 
no sermon was complete unless hell was uncapped and 
the minds of the hearers harrowed up with a picture 


. of the torments of the damned. Language is too 


feeble to express all that has been suffered on ac- 


. count of a belief in this hell of the Christians. 


. Mothers hav wept for children, even helpless babes, 


whom they believed had been cast into hell. Sons 
and daughters hav wrung their hands in anguish 
because they believed that the kind old father and 


. the tender old mother were suffering the torments of 


the damned. 

Can the humen mind conceive a more barbarous 
idea than that of a mother who has brought up a 
family of children and watched over them and cared 
for them with a heart so tender and a mind so affec- 
tionate, being rewarded for her affection and kind- 
ness with eternal punishment ? 

In early youth the Christian has his mind warped 
with these pictures of heaven and hell, and he is 
incapable of reasoning correctly. In the first place, 
it is an awful sin to question anything which God 
has done. He is a great God—a powerful God. “He 
is angry with the wicked every day,” and would be. 
very likely to send a wicked boy to hell who plays 
ball on Sunday. 

To take all that has been taught and believed 
about God, it would be hard to tell whether he is an 
ass or an angel; whether he is a God of peace or 
war, or both; whether a child is born to be saved or 


. damned—in short, if all the contradictions and ab- 


surdities could be united in one being, it would be a 
fit representativ of the Christian’s God. 

Thousands of Christians are down on their knees 
at the same time, asking God to answer contradictory 
petitions, some of them so absurd and ridiculous as 
to lead one to think that the petitioner was either an 
idiot or a lunatic. If I believed in a prayer-answer- 
ing God, I would pray not to hav their prayers 
answered. 

Ask Darwin, or Humboldt, or Draper about God, 
and he shakes his head dubiously. If you want to 
know all about God, ask not a scientist of deep 
research, but go to the little boy in Sunday-school 
and ask him who made him, and he will tell you 
“God.” The Sunday-school miss and the little boy 
know all about God. The more ignorant they are 
the more positiv they are, and the more decided 
about matters which it is impossible for man to 
know. 

But the Christian insists that “there must be a 
God, else how could we account for the sun and 
moon and all the planets?” Then back of these 
worlds there must be a creator, greater and more 


words, if God made the sun and moon and world, 
who made God? If these worlds require a maker, so 
does God; and, then, who made the “ maker ?” 

Christians generally know but little about the 
solar system. They devote so, much time to God 
and heavenly things that they hav little time for 
such trifling matters. “God created the heaven and 
the earth” generally bounds their knowledge of 
astronomy. 

One man forms his idea of God, and carves it in 
wood or stone and worships it. Another, a libtle 
more advanced, forms his idea of God, and though 
he may not represent it by wood or stone, he wor- 
ships it the same as the other.: . ees 

After some years of study and experience he finds 
out that some of his ideas about God are erroneous ; 
immediately his God must be changed so as to agree 
with the advanced idea. Few realize how many 
changes their God has passed through. It is easy 
enough to tell how gods are made, but to tell how 
these imaginary gods could make worlds is a choker. 

It is interesting to trace God in his career from a 
savage and irrational God up to something like a 
half-way consistent and civilized God. 

He used to cover the land in darkness and stop 
the sun and moon, turn all the waters into blood, 
cover the country with frogs and lice, and . 

Wi mair o! horrible and awful, ` 
Which ev’n to name wad be unlawful. 

You hav heard of no such pranks lately. He has 
sobered down into quite a steady-going God. Even 
since I can remember, he used to save a few and 
damn the many—not because the few were good, or 
the many bad, but he did it just for “his own glory.” 
Even unoffending babes were the objects of his 
wrath, and millions were brought into existence only 
to see the light and be cast into hell. He is a better 
and decenter God to-day. It beats all how God 
improves as Christians outgrow their barbarous no- 
tions. 

If ‘the idea of God should be wiped from the hu- 
man mind, would not the law of gravitation be just 
what it is now? Would not the daily and yearly 
revolutions of the planets be the same? Would not 
the tides continue to ebb and flow? ‘Would not the 
seasons run their ceaseless rounds? With all of 
these phenomena God has no more to do than a puff 
of smoke. 

For if it should so turn out that the sun and plan- 
ets move in space in keeping with unalterable law, 
and if it be a fact that every seed sprouts and every 
animal livs in obedience to fixed principles, what use 
is there for a God? eo 

If you cast a stone into the air, do you want a God 
to make it return to the earth again? The truth is, 
all the gods,.littie and big, could not prevent it. 

There would be in nature nothing complex or 
requiring a God if we were familiar with.all her laws. 
If the simplest processes of nature can be accom- 
plished without a God, so can the most complex. 

‘If a cabbage seed be planted in good soil and 
properly cared for, a large head of cabbage will be 
the result. But the help of all the Gods will not 
produce a large cabbage in barren soil which does 
not yield sufficient nourishment for the plant. If the 
help of God is not required to grow a head of cab- 
bage, neither is it required to fashion a world. 

The Christians’ God is a strange compound, a sort 
of hybrid or tribrid composed of three parts. The 
first part is an old father God. The second part is 
a great ghost. The third part is divided into two 
equal parts, half ghost and hàlf human, begotten by 
one-third of the whole God, and brought forth by a 
Jew girl. The whole God is eternal, yet one-third 
of it was born less than two thousand years ago. 
This is a perfect analysis of God according to Chris- 
tian philosophy. And the Christian can undergo no 
torture equal to that of being deprived of this three- 
pronged, triple-headed God. 

It would seem that the Christian clings to his God 
with a tenacity proportioned to the unreasonableness 
of the idea. 

This divine monstrosity must accompany the Chris- 
tian wherever he goes. He bows himself before this 
great ghostly nothing in the most servil manner. 
He thinks he cannot breathe or do anything without 
permission from this almighty * What is it?’ which 
is less in substance than the lightest kind of gas. 

And yet from this airy nothing was evolved not 
only the sun and planets, but all the shining orbs 
scattered throughout the boundless realms of space. 
Truly there is but one step between the sublime and 
the ridiculous. 

In this world effects follow causes. Penalties 
follow the violations of law. Frost and fire affect the 
good and bad alike. Fire has no choice between 
saints and sinners. Good health is the reward for 
proper conditions. Atheists fare as well as Chris- 
tians. God has no friends to reward, no enemies to 
punish. Man holds in his own hand all the rewards 
and punishments meted out to him. 

Hav all the churches and cathedrals ever built 


wonderful than the things created. If this being, | increased the happiness of God? Hav all the prayers 
greater than all of these worlds, could hav an exist-| ever offered up added one iota to his enjoyment ? 


ence without a creator or designer, may not the 
lesser things exist without a creator? In other 


` Has not every rational and humane effort put forth 


| to better the condition of man been blest with good 
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results and added to his happiness? If all men 
should endeavor to increase the. happiness of the 
human family, would God fare any worse? - 

These considerations ought to satisfy every rationa] 
mind that there is no-reward for human effort unlegg 


“it be directed to-the-bettering of earthly conditions, 


Building temples and serving a visionary God is with- 
out reward, and is what ought to be known as ideal 
idolatry. 

This narrow neck of land to which I hav referred 
(this life) is our home. All that we can enjoy or 
suffer must be confined to its narrow limits. Human 
endeavor ought to be turned to increasing the happi- 
ness of and banishing the sorrow from this world, 
Instead of turning our attention to God, whom we 
eannot help, and who cannot help us; instead of 
losing sight of all happiness here in anticipation of 
a heaven which will never be realized; instead of fret. 
ting about a fiery hell which does not exist, let ug 
banish the hell on earth which “man’s inhumanity to 
man” produces by cruel wars, and by oppressing and 
taking advantage of each other, and practice acts of 
kindness instead of cruelty. 

Christianity, like the ever-changing moon, is con- 
stantly assuming new phases in order to keep step 
with the onward march of civilization. But it is 
always behind, never in advance. Three hundred 
years ago God was pleased when they burnt heretics. 
The study of the sciences gave a new impetus to 
civilization, and the brutality of such conduct was 
made apparent. And when the advance guard had 
set up another mile-stone to denote the progress 
which had been made, Christians found out that God 
was not pleased with hanging witches and whipping 
women. God has improved and Christians reformed 
in proportion as science has triumphed and civiliza- 
tion made progress. 

Thus instead of Christianity molding the minds of 
the people and urging them on to nobler deeds and 
loftier thoughts, it is itself being molded and irre- 
sistibly forced to follow in the wake of science and 
civilization. The progress of the race is steady and 
sure, though, like the precession of the equinoxes, 
the motion is apparent only to the closest observers. 
Ultimately, science will discover that the world has 
no need of demons, saviors, or gods, and Christianity 
will be classed with other. musty forms and cere- 
monies which hav retarded the world’s advancement 
for a season, and then died. 

Even now there is not nearly the use for a God that 
there was a hundred years ago. His hand used to 
be seen in everything sublime, terrible, and awful. 
The storm and the lightning, the earthquake and 
voleano, were special manifestations of his power. 
As these phenomena are more closely investigated, 
and their philosophy understood, it is found that no 
God is required to do nature’s work. 

When a boiler explodes the inference is that some- 
body has been careless, or there has been an over- 
sight or mistake. But nobody asks if God let on the 
steam. 

God does not interfere in the affairs of men as he 

did once. God is constantly changing for the better. 
He has sanctioned every barbarous Christian act for 
hundreds of years. He did not even rebuke the 
cruelties of the Inquisition. The priests declared that 
he gave sanction to the torturer. He is no such God 
now. 
When the people come to realize that God is con- 
stantly changing—that the God of the Jews was a 
different god from the God of the present time—and 
that he grows more merciful and tolerant as the peo- 
ple outgrow their savage propensities, they will un- 
derstand that God is simply a creature of the imag- 
ination, and exists nowhere only in the minds of 
men. |] 

The fact that God and Christianity are constantly 
changing ought to act as an eye-epener to every 
thinking mind. Perfection cannot grow better. If 


.God sanctioned the tortures of the Inquisition, he is 


in favor of them now. If Christianity was in error 
when it inflicted those tortures, it is liable to be 
wrong now, and cannot be taken asa guide in human 
action. — 

I conversed with a woman who had not been off 
her bed without help for fourteen years. Her con- 
stant theme was the goodness of God. I looked 
upon the pale, emaciated form and asked myself, If 
God is good, how long would this poor, patient suf- 
ferer be thus afflicted? It seemed to. me to be the 
last link that Christianity could be capable of weld- 
ing into its great chain of absurdity. 

When the principles of science are taught in the 
schools and become the topic of conversation in the 
family and are applied to every dogmatic assertion, 
such ideas will no more be taught than hedgehogs 
will be bred for children to play with. 

By stress of circumstances everyone must be com- 
pelled to admit that Christianity has never raised the 
minds of the people above the burning of herétics 
and the hanging of witches and infant damnation. 
Christianity was itself lifted above these savage . 
thoughts and practices by an enlightenment not its 
own. 

.Has not the world been made better by being 
lifted above such a nightmare? Can it be possible. 


'. of human endeavor. 
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that any were ever made better by such horrid beliefs’ 
in regard to God and humanity? | 
So long as an imaginary tyrant in the skies is wor- 
shiped man will be enslaved and belittled; so long 
as men strive for an imaginary heaven, human inter- 
ests will be neglected and earth remain a scene of 
‘misery; so long as men are respected who teach 
these unnatural and delusiv doctrins, the lofty hights 
which I believe man is capable of attaining will never 
be reached. When the gaze of men is turned from 
heaven to earth they will begin to study the laws of 
nature and learn that all the gods cannot alter 
them, and the welfare of man will become the chief 
thought. 
When we learn the great lesson that all the hell |. 
there i$ comes from our own carelessness, or from. 
neglect, or design; when we learn that God and 
heaven are only fanciful pictures engraved upon the 
.mind in early youtb, we shall turn our attention to 
things of this life, and begin to trample down the 
thorns and thistles and plant flowers in their stead— 
we shall make this narrow, country to which we are 
confined a fit abode for that being who, in his highest 
estate and perfected condition, will outrank all the 
gods, and whose welfare will become the ultimatum 
If it be possible to bring about 
a better state of things, if selfishuess and crime can 
be abolished, if want and misery can be banished, if 
man cau be brought to that state of perfection (as I 
believe he can) that he will seek to do the right and 
avoid the wrong—would there be any need of heli? 
Would not every idea of justice be outraged if such 
‘beings were eternally tormented? And would they 
not get along without a God better than they would 
with such a God as they hav had for thousands of 
years? ‘On the other hand, if the race can be brought 
up to such a high standard, will men be unfitted for 
a state of bliss if there is one ? Joun Pxck. 
Naples, N. Y. 
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The Gospel According to Common Sense. 


* THE DIVINE LEGATION OF MOSES." 

Ihav borrowed this sub-heading from an English 
bishop long since dead, who will not be likely | to 
complain of the plagiarism It might hav been dif- 
ferent had I written of the mistakes of Moses, but 
then à man may be said to make a mistake when : he 
fails in what he undertakes, and that certainly Moses 
did not do. He was probably the most successful 
humbug recorded in history, of whom Mohammed and 
Joe Smith were but weak imitations. He had, per- 
haps, & better cause than either of his successors, 
being the self-elected champion of an oppressed 
people, who, like the modern Irish, were longing for 
Home Rule. To this, Pharaoh, of whom the English 
Tory premier is an antitype, would not consent. And 
then commenced a series of miracles and plagues, 
which would be altogether incredible did not modern 
Spiritualism furnish us with a key as to the manner in 

. which the miracles were performed. When at an 
“ electro-biological” entertainment we see a number of 
persons presumably sane,and complete strangers to the 
operator, at his bidding believe that it burns, that it 
rains, that it freezes, that they are drinking from im- 
aginary vessels, that they become intoxicated there- 
by, and so on, we can understand the frogs, lice, and 
rivers of blood that seemed to plague the Egyptians. 
That the magicians of Pharaoh were able to produce 

- the same effects by their enchantments is conclusiv. 
They, however, found a master magician in Moses, 
who compelled his rivals to imagin that they were 
afflicted with boils, and unable to appear against him. 
Pharaoh was evidenily one of the hard-headed sort; 
they could not impose upon him. I hav never been 


Pharaoh, hard-headed to the last, thought when 
too late that it would be-a good plan to exterminate 
them utterly. That he failed in the attempt is a 
matter of history which must be received with a good 
many grains of salf. The story that a large number 
of persons sojourned during forty years in a wilder- 
ness where there was no sustenance for man or beast 
is either altogether a myth or a gross exaggeration. 
Like the Mormon exodus, the beginning of their 
career was unpromising, and all the original emi- 
grants died by famin or other causes, But the recu- 
perativ power of fanaticism is astonishing. Moses 
did not liv to see them through, but. he propounded 
a series of laws, some good and some bad, many of 
which remain in force to the present day. Where 
he got them from, is a question I will not undertake 
to answer. The God that spoke to Moses from the 
burning bush proclaimed himself to be the incom- 
parable ego, and I hav a shrewd ruspicion that Moses 
and his God were one and the same person. The 
partial biographer of Moses describes him as the 
meekest of men, but he was evidently the most 
ferocious. His own wife said he was “a bloody 
husband.” . He was undoubtedly a sanguinary law- 
giver: To condemn a poor wretch to be stoned for 
gathering a few sticks on the Sabbath was the climax 
of cruelty. Iam inclined to think that the God of 
Moses was a myth like Mrs. Harris, a stalking-horse, 
an inexorable Jorkins, to whom he attributed the 
revolting laws he was ashamed to promulgate on his 
own responsibility. NAE 

Like Mohammed, he was &n advocate for street 
cleanliness, which is the one redeeming feature in 
their respectiv characters. The Jews were naturally 
a dirty Jot, who could not be persuaded to wash 
themselvs unless it was inculcated as a religious 
duty.. When Moses lifted up the brazen serpent in 
the wilderness, it was the apotheosis of common 
sense. Those who understood the symbol forth with 
resorted to soap and. water, which common sense 
tells us is the most effectual way to remove those 
cuticular parasites to which dirty people are liable. 


Ouris. 
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Essenism and Christianity. 


The Essenes, a sect of advanced Pharisees, were probably 
the immediate originators of Christianity. 

Taking this as a text from an article in Taz Truru 
Srrxer entitled, “The Pagan Origin of Christianity,” 
the * Man of Sin” will now sermonize: 

Josephus (Ant. xv, 10, §15) describes a notable 
Essene named Manahem, who was held in- great 
esteem by Herod the Great, because when Herod 
was a child and going to school Manahem saluted 
him as king of the Jews, and prophesied for him a 
happy reign until toward its close. So when Herod 
became king he continued to honor all the Essenes. 

Turn now to Acts xiii, 1, 2: 

Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain 
prophets and teachers, as Barnabas, and Simeon that was 


called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had 
been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 


The name Manaen is unquestionably the same as 
Manahem. The Greek has no letter ^, and the dif- 
ference between the final letter » and m is doubtless 
only accidental. Furthermore, Canon Farrar, and 
other Christian scholars, recognize the identity of 
the two names. And some hav conjectured that the 
Manahen of Acts might hav been a son of Manahem 
the Essene. But the interval between the two would 
be too great. 
and was & boy when Manahem was an adult. 


with the Manahen of Acts: 


* 


introduced to the arcana of Spiritualism. The pres- Manahem of Josephus. Manahen of Acts. 
ence of one unbeliever like myself is sufficient to nee prophet ana Banene; . Wina prophet and tagean 
spoil the whole affair. To see large pieces of furni- | when a boy; ' B D wt 


Herod's son Antipas; 
Is mentioned as living| Is mentioned just after the 
about three years after the|famin in the reign of Clau- 
great famin of 24-23 p.o. dius, about A.D. 47. 
Are not those striking parallels? And how are 
we to account for them? Manahem the Essene a 
friend of Herod the Great, and Manaten the Chris- 
tian who was brought up with Herod the tetrarch, 
that is, with Herod Antipas, a son of Herod the 
Great! The interval between the two Manahems, if 
we are to accept the chronology of Acts, is about 70 
years. Josephus’s dates are reliable; those of the 
book of Acts are false and conflicting. Josephus’s 
history is quite free from corruption; the book of 
Acts is quite otherwise, the text having been more 
tampered with than any other book in the New Tes- 
tament. And the compiler of the fabulous book, or 
a later scribe, sought to make the record fit the period 
between a.D. 29 and 63. It would not do, therefore, 
to allow the text to stand with Manahen contem- 
porary with Herod the Great, so he interpolated 
“Herod the tetrarch,” who governed Galilee and 
Perea from 4 3.0. until A.D. 39. | 
The fact is, that whatever historical truth is to be 
found in the fabulous book of Acts belongs to a 
period long before the time of Tiberius and Pontius 
Pilate. There was a Jesus who was stoned and 
hanged for sorcery about 75 years B0., and among 
his disciples were the five prophets and teachers 


ture moved by invisible hands, to hear the 
scratching of a pencil under the table where no one 
is using it, to read the writing so miraculously pro- 
cured, requires faith of which I.do not possess the 
requisit grain. Such was evidently the case with 
Pharaoh. His usual retort to all these manifestations 
of an occult power amounted to, “You cannot humbug 
me.” And then Moses tried another plan, as diaboli- 
eally conceived as the Phoenix Park murders, but less 
clumsily carried out. The Israelites, largely scattered 
about as domestic servants in the houses of their 
Egyptian taskmasters, were instructed on a given 
night to murder the first-born of the family. Out- 
door emissaries were largely employed as well, and 
that these might not mistake the houses at which the 
-deed was to be performed, the Israelites were in- 
structed to sprinkle their door-posts with blood, so 
that the “destroying angel" might pass tbem by. 
If he had been really a supernatural visitant, he would 
not hav required such a guide. They managed their 
work very adroitly; and after the manner of things, 
probably by strangulation, so as to leave no blood or 
bloody weapons as witnesses against them, and their 
victims were supposed to hav died a natural death. 
No wonder that the Ezyptians were glad to get rid of 
their troublesome neighbors at any price, which w ill 
account for the loans of gold and silver to induce 
them to go. 


Herod was born about 73 years B.c.,, 


. We will now parallel the Manahem of Josephus |. 


named in Acts xiii, 1, 2, to wit, Barnabas, Simeon, 
‘Lucius, Manahem, and Saul. 


Lucius was, perhaps, Luke, who may hav written 


the nucleus of a gospel, Manahem was an Essene, 
and Saul was an advanced Pharisee. 


ANTICHRIST. 
————— — -8—— ——— ——- 


More Hopeless than Sodom. 
Strange how priestcraft, leading sectarianism, 


warps and twists the New Testament by selecting a 
few texts and overlooking the whole. 
work of any author treated as they treat the New 
Testament, it could be perverted in the same way. 
One positiv text they overlook, where Christ after 
advising a man to sell all he has and giv to the 
poor declares, ** It is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of heaven.” 
ever be saved, and so his followers understood it, for 
they were astounded, and asked: “ Who then can be 
saved?” The reply is equally applicable to every like 
assertion as to punishment and election and eternal 
damnation: “With man this is impossible, but with 
God all things are possible.” 
ously living priests-of the sects complacently regard 
this text, while sentencing to everlasting horrors 
ninety-nine hundreths of the human race on the 
strength of* one or two obscure texts of Paul about 
election, which plainly allude to this life alone, and 
especially to those Christians who, by a happy 
chance, were living in the time of Christ and his im- 


Were the 


Plainly, then, no rich man can 


Yet the rich, luxuri- 


mediate followers. They were the elect, the chosen 
ones to spread the gospel, and as the whole theory 
of the condition of the future life is based on the 
idea of degrees of happiness or punishment, they 
should rejoice with joy unspeakable because of their 
assured exalted places in the kingdom hereafter. 
There is herdly a chapter of the gospels relating 
Christ’s words that does not convey the idea of de- 
grees of rewards and punishments as a matter of 
course. When the terrible injustice of punishing 
heathen and infants is suggested to these well-fed 
Pharisees, they cannot think that “with God all 
things are possible.” They assert that we are as - 
clay in the potter’s hands; that God’s judgments, 
however severe on the innocent, are just, although 
Paul says distinctly, * Where there is no law there 
is no penalty ;" “That sin is not imputed where there 
is no law;” and speaking of unbelievers declares,. 
“God concluded them all in unbelief that he might 
hav mercy upon all,” and that “all Israel shall be 
saved.” ‘Who hath known the mind of God or who 
hath been his counselor?” Had he known Joha 
Calvin this might not hav been asked. A Free- 
thinker of culture listening to the wranglings of these 
sects, is perfectly amazed when he comes to read the 
New Testament as a whole, just as he would any 
other work, and sees what ignorance and prejudice 
hav made of it. Any one of several hundred texts, 
or some one narrativ of an event, is taken, and a 
creed is made, and people are told to adopt it as the 
only safety, in spite of the words of Christ and his 
actions that over and over again declare that ‘ what- 
soever ye would men should do to you do ye even 80 
unto them, for this is the law and the prophets” 
(Matt. vii, 12). But you must love God. Answer: 
He who does as above proves his love of God. Love 
of man is love of God. No man can love his fellow- 
man, as directed by Christ, unless he hav all the 
qualities of a Christian or good man—meekness of 
spirit, mercy, charity, and all others. And, vice 
versa, he cannot be charitable, or meek, and thé like, 
unless he loves his fellow-man. 

Christ said, “‘ Blessed are the merciful and pure in 
heart, for they shal} obtain mercy and see God.” 

The Presbyterian church says, ** Yes, provided they 
are of the elect, and are duly baptized, and observe the 
Sabbath day (on Sunday, as ordered by Constantine), 
and support our church, and are not heathen,” ete. 

Observe that Christ and the apostles, wherever 
they describe any conduct as assuring to the one 
who acts in accord with it a place in heaven, invaria- : 
bly describe conduct that is impossible to one who 
hates his fellow-man, or even to one who does not 
love his fellow. 

“ Love God and thy neighbor as thyself.” These 
two are all; and this last is all, because it includes 
the first as the first does the last. So says Christ. 
“The gifts and calling of God are without repent- 
ance ; all are in unbelief that all may be saved: where 
no law is there can be no transgression,” says Paul. 
Yet the churches, taking a few verses plainly apply- 
ing to temporal conditions, and others that are 
merely advisory as to conduct and conversation be- 
fore the world, include nearly all the world in eternal 
damnation, and that, too, with penalties without 
degrees. ; 

“Plainly, “it shall be more tolerable for Sodom” at 
the judgment than for them. Plainly, “ they shall be 
rewarded according to their works." Plainly, “ they 
shall in nowise come out thence until they hav paid. 
the uttermost farthing.” Piainly, some of them shall 
be “least in the kingdom of heaven”—if they are 
not great in the kingdom of hell, where they may be 
detained until they hav paid the uttermost farthing. 

None but the elect are saved, * yet the son of man . 
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came to seek and save that which was lost.” “All 
power is given unto him in heaven and in earth,” yet 
the meek, the pure in spirit, the humble, kindly lover 
of his fellow, whom he assured should see God and 
be greatest in his kingdom, are forever lost if not of 
the elect, if not of the church, if not dipped, if not 
sacrament partakers, if not this, that, or the other. 
* Neither do I condemn thee.” Had she repented— 
joined the church? “Raise the dead.” What! shall 


they only hav another opportunity at salvation? See f 


what a commotion was raised among the Pharisees 
lately, because a few among them, kindly of heart, 
merciful in disposition, loving even the poor heathen, 
ventured to express a faint hope that even they who 
: had never heard their gospel might be saved. 

Oh, tis enough to make the very angels weep at 
seeing poor man cutting such fantastic tricks before 
high heaven! Horr. 


The American Secular Zinion. 


SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, President. 
E. A. STEVENS, Secretary, - - - 750 West Lake St., Chicago. 
OstAnLES ÉCEHARD, Troas., - >œ 28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 
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Revival of Religious Bigotry. 


The Thanksgiving sermons preached in Chicago 
were, as the tailors say, “all of the same piece.” It 
looked as though the numerous secretaries of the 
God-in-the-Constitution movement had furnished our 
divines with the mental pabulum necessary for so im- 
portant an occasion, for all wanted God in our laws, 
for quite contradictory reasons, like a scarecrow in 
a cornfield, as one fellow put it, to “make the people 
tremble,” but they all wanted him bad. Some spirit- 
ual bulldozers reverted to our “national perils,” pre- 
suming that God didn’t know what was necessary for 
their good, or fearing that he wasn’t as fly as the 
devil, for, notwithstanding their thanks, some seri- 
ously intimated that his satanic majesty was stealing 
a march on the Lord of: hosts, and something indi- 
cated that the latter would be left several laps be- 
hind ere he reached the home.stretch. So they gave 
him a lashing—with their tongues. Others slyly put 
their hands behind their backs and thanked him for 
“blessings ;” some for one reason, but generally with- 
out reason; some wanted him for a background, an- 
other for a foreground, to our Constitution. In fact, 
there was nothing so absurd that it would not do for a 
pretext for thanking God. What “taffy” he did get, 
to be sure! If his almightiness didn’t get some val- 
uable pointers that day, for which he will ever be 
grateful to Chicago, the center of the universe, it will 
be a sign that he'd better install one of our city pas- 
tors to man the machine. DN 

If the absurdity were all, we could well afford to 
laugh, but their traitorous utterances show how will- 
ing these Christian ministers were to “throttle the 
law ;' to inaugurate religious ruin ; to subvert Amer- 
ican liberty, and really found a reign of scepter and 
surplice. 

Of course such pulpit villainy is ably seconded by 
pious editors, for the good deacon on the Journal, 
that sanctimonious Chicago evening sheet, declares 
that a Christian thief is preferable, as a citizen, to an 
honest Infidel. Hear him: 

: For this reason an immoral and lawless man, whose prac- 

tices, habits, and life—who may even be a criminal as re- 
gards property rights or deeds of violence—if he has a 
theoretical belief in God, is a good man and a valuable 
member of society as compared with the Infidel who, how- 
ever pure his life, denies the existence of deity, the truth of 
divine teachings, and the gospel that was taught by Jesus 
Christ. 

There's Christian morals for you. 

Then, that political prostitute of the Tribune, to 
tickle the Irish dynamiters, whose votes Blarney 
Blaine is after, in speaking of Anarchism, makes that 
a religious issue. As foilows: 

The English and the Irish immigrants are free from it. 
The infection has no hold on the Protestant Germans, and is 
practically unknown among Roman Catholics of all nation- 
alities. Very few of the Poles are infected, and the Scandi- 
navians are wholly free from the madness of Anarchism. 
This peculiar mental and moral malady exists only among a 
small number of Infidel Germans and Poles, with a scattered 
following from other nationalities—God-disowning, law- 
defying, political desperadoes, who cannot command the 
sympatby or support of any considerable number of foreign- 
born people. 

To think that there are men calling themselvs Free- 
thinkers and Liberals who, *for business reasons," 
are so cowardly and contemptible as to giv largely to 
the church, and grudgingly, or not at all, to the 
cause of mental liberty, as represented by the Amer- 
ican Secular Union; who are absolutely paying for 
the whips with which the enemy will scourge their 
backs in the near future, because anxious to cater for 
present popularity, if not averted by Freethought 
elueation and organization! 

Verily we ask with Whittier: 

Is this the land our fathers loved, 
The freedom which they toiled to win? 
Is this the soil whereon they moved ? 
Are these the graves they slumber in? 


rent, but the friends informed me that on the Satur- 
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induce nearly one hundred to attend that evening. 
Oh, dear! dear! but the church folks were wrathy, 
They had announced they would hold meetings at 
the hall instead of the Infidel. They bribed the poor 
little, 7 x 9, silly paper, called the Democrat, to 
denounce me, and warn the people not to go to hear 
all that was good and sacred reviled. 

Wednesday evening I had over three hundred 
intelligent ladies and gentlemen present, all of whom 
evinced the deepest interest. Thursday evening it 
poured of rain. The church folks were washed out ; 
they had overdone the praying for cold water, and 
now had a young flood. It dampened their ardor; 
they held no meeting. There was over two hundred 
at the hall, and despite the fearful rain many ladies 
were present. 

There was at each lecture eager demand for Liberal 
| publications.. I sold over $30 worth of books and 
. pamphlets, and left Clinton jubilant at the glorious 
impetus given the gospel of ee despite all 


opposition. . B. Reynonps. 
—— 9-4-9——————— . 


The Liberal Club. . . 

The platform of the Manhattan Liberal Club on 
the evening of the 9th was occupied by Samuel P. 
Putnam, president of the American Secular Union. 
Mr. Putnam was always a favorit of the Club, and he 
was received with open arms, so to speak. He spoke 
of the “Dangers Ahead” in the growing ecclesiastical 
legislation, and the formation of the National Reform 
party, whose object is the incorporation of God, the 
Bible, and Jesus Christ with the Constitution of the 
United States. Among the vice-presidents of this 
association are eighty reverends and bishops, ten 
college professors, nine justices of supreme court, 
two judges of superior court, etc. The Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union is also allied with this 
ecclesiastical party. The leaders of the Union are 
vice-presidents in the reform party. Miss Willard, 
president of the Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union, has suggested the creation of a special depart- 
ment for the promotion of Sabbath observance, coop- 
erating with the National Reform Association. This 
department is now established. The Woman's Chris- 
tian Temperance Union by its speakers and writers 
is committed to a theological government, and is, 
therefore, by its vast membership promoting one of 
the dangers ahead. The workingmen, also, by a false 
understanding of the nature of Sabbath legislation, 
to & large extent unite with the church party for the 
passing of church laws. The Catholic church also 
combines with other ecclesiastical forces for the same 
object. There is therefore a gathering together of 
many instrumentalities for the support of the God-in- 
the-Constitution party. Eternal vigilance is the price 
of liberty, and every true American citizen should be — 
on his guard against these insidious and growing 
dangers to a free government. Herbert Spencer 
says, “Free institutions can be maintained only by 
citizens each of whom is instant to oppose every 
illegitimate act, every assumption of supremacy, 
every official excess of power, however trivial it may 
seem.” With eight hundred millions of property 
exempt from taxation ; with Sabbath and blasphemy 
laws in almost every state of the Union; with a party 
of wealth and position aiming to make Christianity 
the common law of the land, abetted by the Woman’s 
Christian Temperance Union with a membership of 
nearly a million, the Catholic church, the workingmen, 
and the Prohibition party, there is imperativ need for 
the maintenance of a national Liberal organization like 
the American Secular Union, whose object shall be 
the total separation of church and state, and the 
establishment of a purely secular government. 

Mr. Chavannes, of Tennessee, agreeing with all the 
points made by the speaker, noted also the danger 
arising from the Comstockian laws, and called atten- 
tion to the importance of the work performed by the 
National Defense Association in maintaining free mails 
and free press against the encroachments of Com- 
stock and his coadjutors. é . 

Messrs. Oppenheimer, Weeks, Wakeman, Clark, 
Cohen, and Mrs. Leonard accepted the lecture as 
truthful and timely; but some criticisms were made, 
especially by Messrs. Oppenheimer and Wakeman, of 
the work of the American Secular Union as not 
being inclusiv of the many important reforms and 
social and intellectual movements of the day. 

In reply, Mr. Putngm admitted the necessity of all 
those reforms, and that Liberalism should include 
everything that is for human welfare, but he insisted 
that no one organization could devote itself to this 
vast and general work. Liberalism is too great ever 
to be fully comprehended in one organization, and 
there should be not one organization, but many or- 
ganizations, and each organization should be devoted 
to a specific object. The American Secular Union is 
for the total separation of church and state. This is 
its particular work. The National Defense Associa- 
tion is for free mails and free press; the Liberty 
League for free speech and free assembly. The great 
work of Liberalism for the intellectual, moral, social, 


Are we the sons by whom are borne 
The mantles:which the dead hav worn? | 


Shall tongues be mute when deeds are wrought 
Which well might shame extremest hell ? 

Shall freemen lock the indignant thought? 
Shall Pity's bosom cease to swell? 

Shall honor bleed? Shall truth succumb? 

Shall pen, and press, and sword be dumb? 


LI . . . . . . 


By all above, around, below, 
Be our indignant answer: No! 

Then answer, No! in the most effectiv way. Take 
H. L. Green's advice. He says in the Freethinkers’ 
Magazine: “We again repeat that, in our opinion, 
the best thing that tho Liberals can do is to giv the 
Secular Union their generous and undivided support 
for the next year, and if the present officers faithfully 
discharge their duties, and stand by the platform 
adopted at Chicago, then reélect them, but if they 
fail, then put others in their places. And one thing 
let us not forget to do, and that is to hav a grand 
rally from all parts of the country at the next annual 
Congress.” This is honest, generous, just advice. 
Will you giv this administration that support? If 
you do, you shall not regret it. 

E. A. Srevens, Secretary A. S. U. 

150 W. Lake st, Chicago, LU. 


————— ——9-4—4——————— 


€. B. Reynolds on His Western Tour. 


Krnaston, Mo., Nov. 25th, 26th, 27th.—This is the 
county seat of Caldwell county, eight miles south of 
Hamilton, which is'the nearest railroad station. 
Two obstacles were in the way of the success of the 
lectures—first, a severe, cold storm; and, second, a 
teachers' institute. However, the novelty of the first 
Infidel lecture in the town attracted about forty per- 
sons on Friday evening; and their good report, de- 
spite the savage storm of sleet and severe cold, gave 
increase of attendance on Saturday evening. On 
Sunday the weather was still very severe, but the 
storm partly abated, and the interest aroused gave 
both afternoon and evening what was, under the cir- 
cumstances, quite & large attendance. 

The trinity of Freethought here consists of W. A. 
Colvin, T. C. Frost, and Hardin Steele. I made the 
acquaintance of many royally good folks, and enjoyed 
a visit to the hospitable home of. Brothex Colvin. 
He is a genuin Liberal, whose acts are in harmony 
with the principles he professes. He is an honor to 
any cause he espouses. The lectures resulted in 
quite a number of additions to the ranks of those 
who dare think for themselvs. 

That zealous and faithful apostle of Freethought, 
J. E. Remsburg, was at Hamilton while I was at 
Kingston, but the weather was so severe that we 
could not meet. The eight miles of muddy road and 
the savage, cold wind kept us asunder. : 

The pure spirit of Christian love and justice was 
manifest at Hamilton. The hall is owned by a de. 
vout Presbyterian. He was very eager to secure his 


day evening at the hour announced for the lecture of 
Mr. Remsburg to begin the fires had not been 
lighted. This contemptible, mean design succeeded, 
for all but those warmly attached to the cause were 
frozen out. On Sunday, at 2:30, the time for the 
afternoon lecture, the hall doors were fast locked. 
The Liberals repaired to the drug-store, where friend 
Remsburg held forth to the loyal and faithful few. 
In the evening, the report having been industriously 
circulated, “ The lectures hav been given up,” attend- 
ance was made slim. But the dear Christians over- 
reached, themselvs, for their course of action has 
aroused a spirit of determined, persistent energy 
among the Liberals and they are resolved to try it 
over, and make sure next time that the freezing-out 
game shall not be played on them. 

Cumton, Hunry Co, Mo., Nov. 29th, 80th, Dec. 
1st.—S. E. Price was the only Liberal in this town 
who had vitality or zeal enough to endeavor to 
secure lectures. He and his good wife are Spirit- 
ualists, but thoroughly Liberal. 

Friend Price and Mr. Bates, proprietor of the hall, 
met me, on arrival at Clinton, with the discouraging 
declaration that “ they had hoped I would not come.” 
Bates had written me to that effect, but his letter 
failed to reach me. They informed me that all the 
churches were working zealously for local option. 
Every one of the churches was holding early prayer 
meetings every evening, and adjourning at 7:30 to 
the court-house to hear Prohibition lectures. A com- 
mittee of church folks had waited on Mr. Price to 
ask him to cancel engagement of the hall for me, and 
giv them possession at once, as the court-house 
would not hold the people who desired to attend their 
meetings, and the excitement was so great I could 
not possibly get an audience. Bates deciared I could 
not get seven people to hear me, and advised me to 
let the Christians hav the hall. Mr. Price was of his 
opinion, but he preferred I should decide for myself. 
I seldom surrender without a struggle, and never to 
a combination of fanatics, so I told them, “If I can- | and political. advancement of the race can be best 
not lecture to seven, I will to six." advanced by this differentiation of organization. All 

The high esteem in which all the people hold | disagreements are thus avoided, and harmony pr?- 
friend Price enabled him by personal solicitation to | served; vast numbers can unite together for the sup- 
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port of the Nine Demands of Liberalism. Connect 
with these some other issue, and division occurs. 
For other issues, let there be other organizations. 
We cannot organize for a general, but for particular 
purposes. In this way there is intensity of life and 
harmony of action. 

A collection of about $12 was taken up at the close 
of the lecture, which was tendered to Mr. Putnam 
in remuneration of his services. But he desired to 
hay it placed in the fund of the American Secular 
Union for the general work. The amount, therefore, 
is placed in the hands of the treasurer, Mr. Eckhard. 

+O 
" Mr. Hill's Rejoinder. 

Brotlier Hillis more than willing to giv in, provided 
he is wrong, and will, of course, make the necessary 
correction in his reading and figuring on the forth- 
coming 288 printed issue of the Bruno-Wakeman 
calendar; but before doing so he begs leave to offer 
the following, from the Encyclopedia Britannica, 
which bears directly upon the point at issue, and to 
which he respectfully calls Brother Parkhurst’s at- 
tention. What was just published from that great 
authority bore only on the popularity of beginning 
a calendar with the figure 1, but this quotation bears 
directly on the mathematics of such commencement. 
The words are as follows: 

In, order to preserve uniformity in their computations 
astronomers denote the year which preceded the first of our 
era by 0, and the year previous to that as 1 B.0., but chronol- 
ogers, in. conformity with common notions, call the year 
preceding the era 1 s.0., and so on. By reckoning in this 
manner there is an interruption in the regular succession of 
numbers; and in the years preceding the era, the leap 
years, instead of falling on the 4th, 8th, 12th, etc., fall on 
the 1st, 6th 9th, etc. ; 

This is taken from the article on chronology, and 
seems to me to state distinctly that, although pop- 
ular, the figure 1 is wrong mathematically, because 
leaving room for such an “ interruption” when work- 
ing backward from an era. I await Brother Park- 
hurst's answer. Gro. N. Him. 

Boston, Dec. 10th. 

——— —— 9 +e 
Books and Periodicals. 


~ “The Factors of Organic Evolution," by Herbert Spencer, 
constitutes No. 94 of the Humboldt Library, and affords the 
opportunity of getting a great work for only a small sum— 
15 cents. It should be in the library of every Freethinker. 


“ The Diseases of Personality,” by Th. Ribot, is No. 95 of 
the Humboldt Library. It is one of that large class of works 
which hav lately been published treating of Mind, and is by 
no means the least worthy of them of study. Price 15 cents. 

The Popular Science Monthly for December contains arti- 
cles by Professor Huxley, Grant Allen, and the duke of 
Argyll; and an interesting bit of autobiography entitled, 
t The Boyhood of Darwin,” from the ‘‘ Life and Letters"! of 
the great naturalist. 


. “ Wayside Jottings” is Mattie E. Hull’s poems and essays 


collected and handsomely printed and bound. A great many. 


friends of Mrs. Hull will peruse this volume with infinit sat- 
isfaction. 'The book is published by Moses Hull & Co., Des 
Moines, Ia., for $1.25. 

‘Natural Law in the Business World," by Henry Wood, 
is & conservativ argument directed against the economic 
heresies of the day. It will please the employers of labor 
and irritate the Socialists. It is, however, too old-fashioned 
for the present time. Price 30 cents, supplied from this 
office. : 

A. Knoflach, who has achieved such signal success in 
simplifying instruction in the German language, has begun 
the publication of a series of pamphlets, ultimately to be 
bound in one, to make Spanish equally easily intelligible. 
The numbers are 10 cents each, and sold at this office. Five 
numbers are out. 

We hav just published a new edition of Prof. Felix L. 
Oswald’s ‘‘ Secret of the East." It is printed on heavy paper, 
wide margin, and finely and substantially bound. Of the 
merit of the book the admirers of Professor Oswald are well 
aware, and the fact that this is the third large edition attests 
it. The price remains at $1. 

L. L. Whitlock has begun in Boston the publication of a 
monthly called the Soul. It is a handsome paper. Its avowed 
purpose is to find out if man has ‘‘a never-dying soul to 
save, and fit it for the sky." Inasmuch as the editor and 
contributors start out with the proposition that they Aas, the 
paper can hardly be termed scientific. 


We hav received a plea for home rule as against Rome 
rule, called, ‘‘ Ultramontanism is Unlawful in the United 
States,” by Adolf Hepner. Mr. Hepner is very unskilful in 
the use of the English language, but he means well, and his 
pamphlet contains good matter. It may be bought of Mr. 
Hepner for 10 cents, 709 Wood street, Philadelphia. 


J. Mount Bleyer, M.D., has written a treatis on ‘‘ Scientific 
Methods of Capital Punishment,” and Fitzgerald, whose ed- 
ucation as a priest made him an Atheist, has put it into his 
Humboldt Library, No. 98. The price is 10 cents. Mr. 
Bleyer believes in the use of electricity in speeding the part- 
ing guest whose longer stay in this world is undesirable. 

* Christian Paradoxes : The Characters of a Believing 
Christian in Paradoxes and Seeming Contradictions,” by 
Francis Bacon, is just what its voluminous title indicates. It 
is printed by Peter Eckler, who owns a job-printing office in 
this town, and turns out some of the handsomest specimers 
of typography that we ever saw. This little pamphlet of 
fourteen pages, containing a portrait of Francis Bacon, and 


` he assures us, the best of his ideas in this poem. 


selling for 5 cents, is no exception.. Mr. Eckler contributes a 
preface, in which heconsiders whether Bacon was a Christian 
or not, and givs us enough facts about that “ greatest, 
brightest, meanest of mankind" to make us hope he was. 
The Paradoxes are sarcastic, and leave one in doubt whether 
Bacon meant to sneerat Christian theology or to plainly ex- 
peund it for the benefit of true believers. They certainly 
are entertaining reading. 


‘‘The Philosophy of Cure" is the first of six proposed 
works on ‘‘ Human Culture and Cure,” by E. D. Babbitt, 
“ Dean of the New York College of Magnetics.” His idea 
seems to be to cure diseases by light, heat, magnetism, etc., 
and the book is published to convince people of the possi- 
bility of the scheme. The part just issued is mechanically 
beautiful, and is sold by the ‘‘ New York Solar Thermolume 
Co.,” 39 West 27th street, this city. . i 


John Page Hopps, a Unitarian preacher of England, has 
put into a pleasing pamphlet seven of his lectures upon the 
origin, structure, contents, and authority of the Old Testa- 
ment. Mr. Hopps follows after the distinguished authors of 
the **Biblefor Learners" and Matthew Arnold in hiscriticism 
of the Hebrew scriptures and religion. Hisbook is mild and 
reverent, and will be acceptable to the Unitarians, though 
not sufficiently explicit to pleasethe Radicals of this country. 


Mr. and Mrs. B. F. Underwood hav resigned the editorial 
control of the Open Court. The reason is that Mr. Hegeler, 
the proprietor, desired to associate with them Dr. Paul Ca- 
rus, his secretary, and future husband of his daughter, to 
which they objected. This will, probably, end the Open. 
Court. While we cannot admire some things that Mr. Un. 
derwood has done, we hav never denied him great intellect. 
ual ability. For a publication like the Open Court heis emi- 
nently.fitted as editor, though too labored in style for gen- 
eral work. 


**Bpiritual Healing Formula and Text-Book,” by A. J. 
Swarts, is one of the claptrap results of the faith-cure craze. 
There is a field of psychic phenomena which it is the legiti- 
mate province of the scientist to investigate, but the empiric 
methods of those who find in the material action of the brain 
a ‘‘consuming fire by which we are changéd from glory 
to glory by the Spirit, God,” add nothing to the world’s 
knowledge. The price of Mr. Swarts’s book we do not know. 
It may be obtained of him at 161 LaSalle street, Chicago, Ill. 


Our German readers will all want the ‘‘ Freidenker Alma. 
nack ” for 1888. It contains a great deal of useful information, 
splendid poetry, and high-toned literature, which is beyond 
any power of ours to describe. We know that it has a calen- 
dar, the poetry we can tell by the shape, and we can dimly 
perceive that what is doubtless one of its most interesting 
contributions bears on the subject of '* Socialismus and In- 
dividualismus." The price of the Almanack is 25 cents, and 
it may be had of the Freidenker Publishing Co., Milwaukee, 
Wis. 

Dyer D. Lum has resurrected the Alarm of Albert R. Par- 
sons, and publishes it fortnightly at 169 Washington street, 
Chicago. It is needless to say that it is an Anarchist journal. 
Mr. Tucker, who poses as a sort of intellectual yard-stick by 
which to measure Anarchistic minds, says that ‘‘the paper 
keeps well up to the platform," from which we infer that it 
is a safe journal for'an Anarchist to hav in the house. Mr. 
Lum is & very forcible writer, exceedingly bitter against con- 
stituted authorities, and grimly in earnest. 'The subscrip. 
tion price of the Alarm is $1.50 annually. 


* Popes Essay on Man, with Responding Essay," by 
Caleb S. Weeks, is a pamphlet published by the Fowler & 
Wells Co., in which Dr. Weeks givs a page from Pope and 
balances it by some reflections of his own. He calls his 
Essay, ‘‘ Man Seen in the Deepening Dawn." By investing 
50 cents the curious can see whether the second essay is an 
improvement in philosophy upon the first. Dr. Weeks, we 
may say, is one of the. most interesting debaters—in the mat- 
ter of his remarks—of the Liberal Club, and has embodied, 


The Agnostic Annual for 1888 has been lying on our coun- 
ters for some time. The issue is of the same high quality 
88 previous numbers, and has among its contributors Masters 
and Bachelors of Art, Fellows of Royal Societies, and Doctors 
of Philosophy, and common every-day people like Stewart 
Ross, Gerald Massey, and Thomas Mead, who know more 
than some whole colleges. The almanac characteristics hav 
been dropped, and the Annual is a bundle of essays and 
poems, which will interest studious and philosophical minds. 
Price 25 cents. 

Wiliam Danmar, Station E., Brooklyn, N. Y., has pub- 
lished for 25 cents a pamphletcalled, ** The Tail of the Earth ; 
or, The Location and Condition of the Spirit World." Mr. 
Danmar says: ‘‘ The formation of galomal massin individual 
organic bodies, which was caused by the struggle for galomal 
equilibrium, had necessarily to be accompanied by the devel- 
opment of a strong egoism of these bodies, who, for the sake 
of happiness or equilibrium, want toexist and prosper.” We 
agree with the author in concluding that this places the 
question in regard to another individual life on an entirely 
new basis. 

The Rev. L. A. Lambert, Roman Catholic priest at Water- 
loo, N. Y.; crony of the Rev. Patrick Cronin, editor of the 
Buffalo Catholic Union and Times, author of ** Notes on 
Ingersoll,” who refused to meet Remsburg in debate when 
all expenses and a hundred dollars were guaranteed him by 
McArthur, has written another book which he anomalously 
entitles, **' Tactics of Infidels.” It is written in the same 
style as the ** Notes on Ingersoll," and is made up of quota- 
tions from Colonel Ingersoll, the ‘‘ Notes,” Lacy's Reply 
to Lambert, with additional comments by Lambert.. The 
price, $1.25, is altogether disproportional to its merits, The 


writer, who confounds ‘‘ honest thought” and murderous 
acts, and argues as though they were one and the same, is 
not worth replying to. $ 


‘Outside the Gates; and Other Tales and “Sketches,” by 


a Band of Spirit Intelligences, through the Mediumship of 
Mary Theresa Shelhamer, has just been published by Colby 
& Rich, of Boston. 
heroin is a spirit who ''depicts her progress”—we copy 
from the advertisment—‘ in spirit-life from a state of unliap- 
piness outside the heavenly gates to one of peace in the sun- 
set land—developing on the way stories of individual lives 
and experiences, as well as descriptions of their condition 
and abodes of the spirit-land." 
authentic as Revelation, and those who hav read Miss Shel- 
hamer’s lectures will probably desire this book. The price 
is $1.25, and, like all of Colby & Rich’s publications, it may 
be obtained at this office. 3 


The book is not exactly a nove', but the 


Doubtless the book is as 


The Rochester Brotherhood of Humanity, whose objects 


are **to discover the nature, the ministry, and the destiny of 
man, and to unfold the divinity within him, and more espe- 
cially to discover and elucidate esoteric Christianity," has 
printed a small pamphlet on ‘‘ Christos,” with the allegation 
on the cover that the perfect man is the anthropomorphic 
God. The style of the work may be discovered from the 
concluding paragraph of the introduction: ‘‘ God is ever near 
to the willing and contrite soul, for the divine voice cannot 
be heard in the whirlwind of passion and pride, but in the 


silence may be found the word, which was, which is, and 
which ever shall be, world without end." Surviyors of that 
affirmation who desire more may address Mrs. J. W. Cable, 


40 Ambrose street, Rochester, N. Y. 


Our old friend, J. Pettey, of La Crosse, Wis., has compiled 
& volume of his essays, originally published in Freethought 
papers, principally Taz TRurH SEEKER and Investigator, 
under the modest title of ** Freethought Miscellany.” The 
book is adorned with Mr. Pettey's portrait. The essays 
were more interesting when written than now. Mr. Pettey 
is a very direct and pointed writer, as this quotation from his 
“ review of a few sentences” from Mr. Putnam's '* Problems 
of the Universe” will show: '* You remind me of what a 
German once said, ‘Some mens know somedings, but more - 
almost noddings.’ And further adds, ‘Some professors mit 
pig heads hav too much talk, and not enough think,’ which 
I think is the case with you." Those who desire more pro- 
found arguments of this sort should address J. Pettey, 
La Crosse, Wis. 


We received some time since from Lee & Shepard the fol- 
lowing : 

* Lee & Shepard hav in press a work which will at once 
command a wide reading, for its timely discussion of a sub- 
ject of intense interest to the present. generation: by a dis- 
tinguished author, whose works run through a field of in- 
quiry regarding the Socialistic problem, as seen from the 

ocialistic point of view—‘ Danton in the French Revolu- 
tion. The book has been recently written by Laurence 
Gronlund, the author of ‘The Coóperativ Commonwealth: 
An Exposition of Modern Socialism,’ by a Socialist. The 
author claims that Danton's work really saved France. and 
he places the responsibility for the bloodshed from 1789 to 
1792, not upon the Socialists, but upon those whom he terms 
* counter-revolutionists.' This remarkable book will embrace 
the period from 1748 to the present time, and probes into the 
great social questions which now agitate society with char- 
acteristic vigor and ability. As no work of this kind by a 
Socialist has ever before been published in the United States, 
its appearance will be a literary event of considerable in- 
terest.” 

After saying that the book is now out, and for sale here 
for $1.25, that Mr. Gronlund is overestimated by his pub- 
lishers and underestimated by the public, we hav nothing 
further to add to the notice. 


One would think that sailors were about the last class of 
mechanics for which a journal could be published with any 
reasonable hope of getting it to its subscribers. But several 
numbers of the Pacific Coast Seaman’s Journal hav reached 
us from San Francisco, and it shows evidences of prosperity. 
The Seaman’s Union on the Pacific Coast is, perhaps, one of 
the best proofs that organization of artisans can, for a time 
at least, overcome the fundamental economic principle that 
wages are regulated by the '*law of supply and demand. 
In England sailors ship for from twelve to twenty dollars per 
month. The latter price is paid to boatswains, carpenters, 
second or third mates. Seamen who rate A.B. get the for- 
mer. On coasters around New York, seamen readily obtain 
twenty-five and thirty dollars per month. But on the 
Pacific Coast, for voyages of two weeks to two months, 
the men get forty-five dollars per month. This is due to 
their compact union and the good faith with which the sail- 
ors observe their obligations. The Seaman’s Coast Journal 
is published by the Union in the interests of the men against 
villainous boarding-houge-keepers, tyrannical captains, and 
unscrupulous owners. It is painful, however, to a patriotic 
American who remembers the ancient naval glory of his 
country, which was once celebrated in song and story, to 
observe that American sailors are not Americans at all. With 
the exception of the fishermen and coasters of New England, 
American sailors are Norwegians, Danes, Swedes, and Rus- 
sian Finns, with an occasional Irishman, though our friend 
Patrick generally prefers the heavy labors and copious drinks 


of beer which fall to the lot of the longshoreman. That such 
a variety of nationalities can harmoniously dwell in one 
union, each working for all, seems a little strange, and argues 
good executiv management. Though not up to the typo- 
graphical standard of Mr. Eckler, the Seaman's Coast Jour- 
nal is creditable to the sailors of San Francisco, with the ex- 
ception of the marine view at the head. The artist, who, we 
are informed, engraved the heading gratuitously, has evi- 
dently more good-will for the sailors than share of their 
knowledge. It is somewhat surprising to see a full-rigged 
ship and a schooner going exactly in opposit directions, each 
with the wind dead after her. The editor should haul one 
or the other of those vessels on the wind. 
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Communications. 


The Defender of Woman. 


Robert Ingersol needs no defense, from whatever 
point the attack may come. His words and his daily 
life are a bulwark that the misrepresentations of 
ignorance, malevolence, or bigotry can hav no effect 
upon. But we love to stand up for our friends, and 
Ingersoll is the friend of woman; in his highest 
flights he never. fails to take her with him, to stand 
her beside him on his lofty pedestal, where he makes 
man ashamed of littleness, meanness, bigotry, and 
selfishness; always he seats her beside him on his 
throne (the only one he tolerates—the throne of 
intelligence), where he sways the great heart of the 
multitude by his wonderful eloquence. In his broad- 
est, grandest views he never forgets her, and in the 
tributes he pays her, and the strong appeals he 


makes for her, there is no cringing, sensual adoration, 


only a reasonable and noble justice. She is a human 

being like himself, with the same wide capacities for 

pain or pleasure. “Woman has all the rights that 

man has, and one more," he says, “the right to be 
- protected." 

Mrs. Wilcox, writing of Robert Ingersoll at home, 
pays tribute to his genius and bis faultless home life, 
but, while granting that he has done much good, givs 
it as her opinion that he has also done “a great deal 
of harm;" and in the face of all the fine, tender, 
lovely, human, exalting, and beautiful things he has 
said to inspire men to nobler ways of thinking and 
better ways of living, to a purer loving and a more 
tender giving, accuses him of using his splendid 
strength more in tearing down than in “ building up 
pedestals for truth." “If,” she says, “he would say 
more about the need of fine principles and less about 
the uselessness of piety; if he would giv us two 
words for morality to one against hell fire, he would 
do more good in the world. He givs us too much 
blue mass and not enough tonic.” 

One cannot believe that Mrs. Wilcox has read, or, 
better still, heard as it fell from his lips, * What 
Must We do to be Saved?” She cannot hav read 
“The Gods and other Lectures,” “ Ghosts," or, “ The 
Rights of Man, Woman, and Child ;” and can it be 
that she has read his reply to Mr. Field? 

For everything he tears down Mr. Ingersoll substi- 
tutes that which is better. For the narrowness of 
dogma, generosity, good-fellowship; for the selfish- 
ness of creeds, deeds of kindness; for the cold, ex- 
clusiv religion of orthodoxy, the warm, all-embracing 
religion of humanity. “ What Must We Do to Be 
Saved?” contains more “fine principles” than any 
other writing of the same length in the English lan- 
guage, the Sermon on the Mount not excepted. By 
* gimile and comparison, by epigram and metaphor," 
by ridicule and pathetic appeal, Mr. Ingersol in 
this lecture declares his belief in love, justice, 
and mercy, and plainly shows that it is the lack 
of these in the orthodox creed tbat makes him 
so bitter against it. He says: “They say, ‘What 
do you propose? You hav torn down our hope; 
what do you propose to giv us in place of it? I hav 
mot torn it down. I hav only endeavored to trample 
oct the ignorant and cruel fires of hell. I do not 
tear away the passage, ‘God will be merciful to the 
merciful.’ I do not destroy the promis, ‘If you will 
forgiv others, God will forgiy you.’ I would not for 
anything blot out the faintest star that shines in the 
horizon of human despair." Further on he says: “I 
believe in the gospel of cheerfulness, the gospel of 
good nature, the gospel of good health. Good 
health! I believe the time will come when the public 
thought will be so great and grand that it will be 
looked upon as infamous to perpetuate disease. I 
believe the time will come when men will not fill the 
future with consumption and insanity. I believethe 
time will eome when men will feel under obligations 
to put the flags of health in the cheeks of their chil- 
dren. Even if I got to heaven and had a harp, I 
would hate to look back upon my children and see 
them diseased, deformed, crazed—all suffering the 
penalty of crimes that I had committed. I believe in 
the gospel of good living. good cooking ; in the gos- 
pel of good clothes, good houses; in the gospel of 
soap and water. The school house is:my cathedral, 
the universe my Bible. I believe in the gospel of 
justice. That we must reap what we sow. I do not 
believe in forgivness. If I rob Mr. Smith and God 
forgivs me, how does that help Smith? If I by slan- 
der cover some poor girl with the leprosy of some 
imputed crime, and she withers away like a blighted 
flower; and afterward I get forgivness, how does 
that help her? If there is another world, we hav 
got to settle. No bankrupt court there. Pay down. 
For every crime you commit, you must answer to 
yourself and to the one you injure. And if you hav 
ever clothed another with unhappiness as with a gar- 
ment of pain, you will never be quite as happy as 

, though you had not done that thing. God cannot 
hate anybody who is capable of loving his neighbor; 
80 I believe in this great gospel of generosity. Ab, 
but they say it won't do. You must believe. I say 
no. My gospel of health will prolong life; my gos- 


pel of intelligence, my gospel of loving, my gospel of 

good fellowship, will fill the world with happy 
homes. My doctrin wil giv us health, wealth, and 
happiness. That is what I believe in. Giv us intel- 
ligence, and man will find that he cannot steal with- 
out robbing himself; he will find that he cannot 
murder without assassinating his own joy. , He will 
find that every crime is a mistake He will find 
that only that man carries a cross who does wrong; 
and that for the man who does right the cross 
changes into wings that bear him upward forever. 
He will find that intelligent self-love embraces in its 
mighty arms all the human race.” 

Even these few words I hav quoted contain the new 
gospel that is to regenerate the world, and yet how 
small a part of all the fine, touching, and tender 
things he has said! I wish I could quote him entire; 
but it is enough to prove that forevery rotten timber of 
doctrin Robert Ingersoll tumbles down he substitutes 
one that will endure while man has need of a faith; 
for his timbers all fit into the doctrin that love 
must rule the world. Intelligence, liberty, kindness, 
love, justice, mercy, and charity—these are the virt- 
ues he requires of men—these are the materials with 
which he builds. 

He tells us again and again to make our homes so 
full of joy that there will be some to spare for our 
neighbors, and he tells us how to do this. He tells 
us not to waste the precious years of life in fruitless 
wrangling about eternity ; not to let slip every op- 
portunity * to scatter joy" by an absorbing worship 
of a God who is utterly deaf to our cries, since he has 
never manifested any interest in our affairs, or inter- 
fered in the least to change the course of events. 
Mrs. Wilcox believes in prayer. So do Frances Wil- 
lard, Anna Gordon, Hannah Whitehall Smith, and a 
host of other angelic women, who prayed for Michi- 
gan, Texas, and Tennessee, in their recent struggle 
for Prohibition. But those states said, “ Giv us 
whisky," and if God lent & hand on either side it 
must hav been to the saloon-keepers. Every Woman's 
Christian Temperance Union opens its meetings with 
prayer and praise; yet in every Union perhaps there 
are some women who hav been praying for half a 
lifetime for a drunken husband or son, beseeching 
God to giv the loved one strength to keep the 
pledge, and be saved; with breaking hearts they are 
praying still, but ah! God does not hear. The loved 
one goes on to his ruin, and will not be saved unless 
by the help of & man. And this is what Mr. Inger- 
soll would help us to see. If all the prayers that 
hav gone up from the heart of one mother over an 
erring son could be recorded, they would not only 
melt but break the heart of any good man; and if he 
had the power he would make that son the joy of his 
mother’s heart. Yet in what instance hav these 
prayers ever had any effect upon an omnipotent God? 
Mr. Ingersoll would hav us reject the old super- 
stition of a selfish God pleased by the suffering. of 
poor, weak creatures who come they know not whence, 
and go they know not whither, and worse still, of a 
God appeased by the sacrifice of innocent creatures. 
Mr. Ingersoll would help us to see that it is better 
to build school-houses than fine churches; and all his 
teaching is to the end that a man's daily life is the 
only religion worth fostering. But for lack of time 
and space I cannot tell all the “fine principles” Mr. 
Ingersoll lays down ; and who shall imitate his man- 
ner in urging their adoption by his fellow-men ? 

For what Mr. Ingersoll has said to elevate man 
and to do away with worn-out, pernicious creeds, I 
am profoundly grateful ; but I am only human, and am 
therefore still more deeply grateful for what he has 
said in the cause of woman. It is impossible for me 
to express the deep indignation, the just scorn of all 
human justice, that I felt when the fact first dawned 
upon me that, on account of the mere accident of sex, 
I belonged to a degraded half of the human race. 
Nor is it possible to‘express the divine jealousy, and 
still more divine despair (that despair of which re- 
sistance to the death is born), with which I was 
seized, when, young and ardent in the cause of learn- 
ing, I found that the acquisition of knowledge was 
so far considered the male prerogativ that all college 
doors were locked against women. 

Later on, when I learned the pathetic story of my 
sex from history, through all the mournful past down 
to the civilization of the present, did my heart break 
—not quite, but almost. Bought and sold in mar- 
riage ; refused the right of divorce; disqualified from 
holding property; hung and burnt for witchcraft; 
nearly every avenue not only to honor, fame, and 
culture, but to an honest livelihood, closed against 
her; subject to the law, but deprived of the ballot— 
these are the outlines of the sad history. My heart 
did not break, for my spirit rose in rebellion. I said 
it was not right; it is not right; it never can be right; 
and, in my humble way, I hav protested, and still 
protest, against any law or custom that tends to de- 
grade woman. But I believe that the battle is nearly 
over, and that woman will win her freedom as man 
has won his; and for her vantage-ground to-day she 
has none who more deserve her thanks than Robert 
Ingersol. Looking into the past, realizing and com- 
prehending as few hav done the grand struggle of 
man against tyranny and oppression, he saw, also, 
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as no man has seen, and only one woman—George 
Eliot—the pleading face of woman looking out from 
the horrors of wars and persecutions. And his plea 
for woman's advancement is as manly, honest, and 
earnest; as practical and full of good sense, as hig 
plea for man. This is my excuse for attempting to 
defend one who needs no defense. 
Chester, Neb., Nov. 14, 1887. Exin Borron. 


_— Ho 
Concerning the Times, and the Signs Thereof, 


The capitalistic press depicts the sufferings of the 
white slaves of the mines, and of those of the metrop- 
olis, and yet insists that this is the most glorious 
country on the face of the earth, and that the social 
condition of things is a thing of beauty and a joy 
forever; something too sacred to be touched upon 
or questioned. For the troubles of the toilers, the 
only panacea which the Worid, with other capital- 
istic papers of the Democratic stripe, offers, is, in 
effect, this and nething more: “Join the Democratic 
party and be happy. If you can’t be happy then, 
you don't deserve to be." 

The capitalistic press is continually prating of the 
glories of the ballot, and that, too, in face of the fact 
that ballots are bought at every eleotion at from, 
say the price of & drink, up to dollars, more or less. 
Now, we hav had the ballot here in this country for 
& hundred years, and what is the upshot? Industrial 
white slavery, crushing monopoly, with hideous cor- 
ruption in every governmental department of the 
country—national, state, and municipal. Where does 
the saving grace of the ballot come in? The writer 
fails to see where. Even if ballots were not merchan- 
dise, men would be coerced to vote as their masters, 
the monopolists, wished, aud the ballot beaten. Were 
there no trading or coercion, and voters were not 
bound to the Juggernaut of machine politics, but 
voted according to their convictions, they would be 
betrayed, as they are to-day, as they ever hav been, 
by those they elect. Office appears to be the de- 
stroyer of honor and honesty. A man, never a more 
honest and honorable one before taking office, be- 
comes therein & corruptionist. The ballot is a fail- 
ure, and ever will be until all men are honest; as that 
time will never come, the outlook is not encouraging 
for those who put their faith in ballots. 

“THE PUBLIO BE DAMNED!” 

Thus the coarse, purse-proud millionaire, William 
H. Vanderbilt, who never made an honest dollar in 
his life, blatantly expressed himself one day to a re- 
porter. ‘‘Them’s my sentiments !” is the ery to-day 
of every overgrown capitalist, monopolist, and pluto- 
crat in the land, and about every office-holder as well. 
Well, the public is a patient, long-suffering ass, but 
possibly it may, some time or other, kick; then the 
the plutocrats, e£ al., will hear something drop. 

THE REAL ANARCHISTS. 

: It would seem that “sassiety,” the classes gener- 
ally, with the Goulds—embracing all those, and their 
name is Legion, who, though not the possessors of 
tens, scores, and hundreds of millions, are abun- 
dantly supplied with the disposition to become such 
by the dark ways and sharp tricks that hav charac- 
terized the career of the Mephistopheles of finance, 
and filled his coffers to overflowing with ill-gotten 
gains—are doing all in their power to bring about a 
change of government in this country, a change from 
republican to monarchical form. 

In the eyes of millionaires there are millionaires 
enough in this country now, and they want what 
they term a “strong government” to protect their 
stolen hoards; and with “‘sassiety’’ and the classes 
at their back, the plutocrats are aiming at the em- 
pire. The empire is the heaven to which they are 
looking, and they are willing to go through the pur- 
gatory of despotism in order to reach their heaven. 
In every imaginable way they are working to bring 
about this despotism, and when they hav goaded the 
people to some tremendous overt act of blood, the 
“man on horseback ”—say, some such man as 
“clubber ” Williams—will spring to the front and, 
proclaiming himself dictator, inaugurate a despotic 
reign of “blood and iron,” the empire coming later 
on, when the way is thoroughly paved with the 
skulls of the people. 

The Anarchists to be feared in this country are the 
plutocrats, the classes generally, and “sassiety” 
itself. These are the real Anarchists, and not that 
little body of mėn that knocks the press silly. And 
if these real, Simon Pure Anarchists do not shortly 
bring about the condition of things that shall open 
the way for the “man on horseback,” then the signs 
of the times are false and appearances only deceptions. 

"THIS GLORIOUS REPUBLIO.” 

Why is it that this “glorious republic” requires 
so much bolstering? Every post-prandial gusher 
and every spread-eagle orator seems to feel in duty 
bound to iterate and reiterate that * this is the most 
glorious country under the sun!" And daily the 
diverse editors all over the land are impelled to utter 
like panegyrics. 

If it be so “glorious,” why does it need so much 
puffing? We don't paint the lily, neither do we gild 
refined gold. "Why the need of so much paint and 
gilding for this “ gloriousland?" There would be no 
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need, of course, were it half as “glorious” as it is| mist, has not always been “left” in the matter of 
painted, but it isn't. It is in a decidedly bad way, | prediction. Don't forget to remind me, in 1976, of 


and growing no better very fast; hence the need of those watermelons—if I lose. 


paint and gold-leaf liberally laid on; of bolstering 
praise and bloated panegyric. A look over this 
* glorious land” discloses conditions as follows: 

Millionairism rampant. 

-Monopolies crushing the people. 

“Combines "—by courtesy “ trusts ”—that rob the 
masses right and left. — 

* White slavery " in the mines. 

“White slavery " in the cities. 

Corruption on the bench, in every governmental 
department, and at the polls, the alleged “ palladium 
of our liberties.” ; 

Ballots as merchandise, bought and sold. 

Men coerced to vote by their employers. ` 

* Corners" in the necessaries of life, and the 
masses suffering in consequence. - i 

Government exacting taxes to the amount of 
$100,000,000 to $150,000,000 over and above its 
yearly expenses, and the people forced to pay the 
same. - 

Ten-million-dollar cathedrals rising here and there, 

and tens of thousands of poverty-stricken wretches 


sinking in despair. : 

Instead of trying to make things easy as possible 
for the pecple, the government racks its “brains” 
to discover methods by which to annoy the people. 
Vide the late asinin order of the post-office . depart- 
ment. — 

Laws for.the rich, and laws for the poor. 

Justice travestied in every court in the land, when 
the culprits are rich men, or policemen. 

But a big book might be written of the things 
that are teetotally wrong in this “ glorious republic,” 
and damned little good the writing of it would do, 
I imagin. The people seem to be mired in the 
slough of apathy, and their *servants" are in high 
feather on high ground. Will the fountains ever 
burst? ‘Will the vials of wrath ever be opened? 
Not to-day, some other day, perchance. j 

a “IS OUR PROSPERITY DANGEROUS ?” 

This conundrum was put forth the other day by 
the World, after remarks published in some Western 
paper of one Dr. Parker, an English gospel sharp, 
over here in the cause of Christ, ostensibly, but with 
an eye to business; shekels for himself. The D.D. 
thinks our prosperity is much too previous, as it 
were, and therefore dangerous. “Me too.” The 
D.D. says we are going at too fast a gait. I agree 
with him—agree with a D.D.! Yes, I believe that 
this republican chariot of ours is rattling along at a 
pace that threatens a smash-up, with any ruts and 
rocks in the way, and we all know they are plenty. 
The running gear is sadly out of order, and the 
danger of a smash-up is imminent, and not far away, 
in the humble opinion of the writer. . 
` The English D.D. fears a “collapse.” Others do, 
among them the writer. Not because the D.D. does, 
but because he can’t help it. When the Centennial 
was celebrated, the writer predicted that the Ameri- 
can republic would never liv to see its bi-centennial, 
and still predicts to that effect. ‘There will be,” 
says the English Bible-boomer, “a great collapse or 
a great disciplin.” It will be “collapse,” not “ dis- 
ciplin,” in the humble opinion, etc. The republic is 
a great, big, overgrown abnormity—a giant that has 
grown altogether too quickly and loosely. It has a 
“big head”—-the most pronounced case of “big 
head” on record, “imperial Rome” in its palmiest 
days not excepted—broad shoulders, indifferent arms, 
splendid torso, but wobbly pins. „The superstructure 
is too much for the underpinning. Still, as a giant 
the giant is immense, albeit an abnormity. When it 
comes to “disciplin,” he will not take kindly to it, 
having had all he means to put up with. He will 
kick, and that which may come as “disciplin” will 
not prove such, for in the end the giant will be dis- 
membered, and so not “ disciplined.” 

Clubbing the life out of a fellow, or shooting it out, 
is not “disciplining,” except in police ethics. 

No, this giant republic, weakly pinned and top- 
heavy, will not stand to see his bi-centennie&l within 
seventy-five years. If he does, I will cut any number 
of watermelons for those of my readers who may be 
on deck when the “bi” is celebrated. The writer 
believes that, by the year 1900, or 1910 at the farthest, 
the giant will hav “gone to grass,” or be in a state 
of “ grogginess” that surely will, sooner or later, 
send him there. Then, the giant republic having 
* collapsed," there will rise in its stead three empires, 
the western, greatest of all, and the eastern and 
southern. In time the western, by process of arms, 
will absorb the southern empire, the consolidation, 
in time, again, and by the aforesaid process, absorb- 
ing the eastern realm, when will blaze forth the 
greatest and grandest—power and splendor consid- 
ered—empire the world has ever seen! Will it be 
for the welfare of the masses? Oh, no, Simple 
Simon! it will be wholly and particularly for the 
glory of the classes, who, as I hav before remarked, 
are doing all they can to bring about a consumma- 
tion most devoutly wished by the majority of them. 

Such are the views of a nativ American from 
way back, and one who, albeit a pronounced Pessi- 
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What Is the Use of Theology? 


Theology is a pretended science—the science of the 
“incomprehensible.” Hobbes rightly characterizes 
it as the “kingdom of darkness;" for he who would 
try to understand it must first put out his eyes, 
ignore all experience, and banish his reason forever; 
for in the realm of theology impossibilities. are cred- 
ible, absurdities are truisms, and reason is madness! 

, The theologian undertakes to explain this myste- 
rious science. . 

Relying upon the credulity and fear of the igno- 
rant, he comes forward and with the arrogance of a 
charlatan proclaims that to him all the mysteries of 
the universe are plain—unraveled—and the whole 
realm of heaven open to those who believe. 

All the phenomena of the universe he declares to 
be due to a being whom hé designates.—God. 

But while he pretends to know all about this mys- 
terious personage, he informs you that you can never 
know anything, because God cannot be understood 
by a finite being, to whom the problem of deity must 
forever remain inscrutable. To the rational mind, 
this would-be enough to demonstrate the uselessness 
of belief in such a being. For what evidence can 
man ever hav of the existence of a being who acts 
upon none of our senses? But to the.credulous faith 
is sufficient. . 

! Without faith, difficulties and doubts beset the 
human mind; but with faith all obstacles are re- 
moved. 

, Now, it is pretended by the theologian that, though 
no man can comprehend God, nevertheless every 
child born into the world is born with an in- 
nate’ idea of this “incomprehensible” being. 

; That this is not true, however, experience clearly 
demonstrates to any person who takes the trouble to 
examin the subject. 

. If every'child has an innate idea of God, the 
Atheist’s child;'as wellas the Theist’s, should be born 
with an idea of deity; but it is found, upon investiga- 
tion, that unless the child is instructed in the sub- 
ject, it has not even the faintest shadow of an idea of 
the meaning of the word God. 

` Not only is this true, but eminent travelers, like 
the late Drs. Livingstone and Moffatt, hav reluc- 
tantly testified that. they hav come across races not 
only wholly destitute of any idea of God, but with 
such a limited vocabulary of words as to be abso- 
lutely unable to express an idea of a supreme ruler 
of the universe. But Igo so far as declaring that 
all men are without idea of God—if by God is meant 
an infinit being who exists in addition to the uni- 
verse. The very idea is a contradiction in terms. If 
the universe is finite, whatever exists besides it must 
be finite also. In that case God would be a finite 
being. ; 

| If the universe is infinit—that is, without limit— 
the idea of the existence of God is excluded. On the 
other hand, if God is infinit, everything is God, and 
there is no universe, or the universe and God are one. 

: It is thus clear that we must hav either a finite 
universe and a finite God, or an infinit universe and 
no God, or an infinit God and no universe. There are 
no other alternativs. í 

. Now, all our ideas are but the representation, 
through the medium of the senses, of objects that 
are believed to exist extraneous to the individual. 
Man receives certain sensations from objects, and 
‘these sensations he interprets in words. Of the real 
existence of these extraneous objects man cannot be 
positivly certain; but when, by constant examination 
and verification of his sensations, he finds that with 
like conditions like results always follow, he has the 
best of all grounds for believing that the phenomena 
of the universe are material, and not mental only. 

; Our daily experience teaches us that our intel- 
lectual life begins with the development of our 
senses, and becomes of service to us in forming a 
sound judgment in proportion to the cultivation of 
the brain. 

. A person born blind has no idea of color, nor has a 
deaf-mute an idea of sound; and since all ideas we 
hav are of the phenomena thàt are perpetually taking 
place about us, we hav and can hav no idea of any- 
thing that does not form part of these. 

If it is still alleged that man can hav an idea of the 
supernatural what is the faculty whereby such an 
idea is to be apprehended ? 

Man has no innate ideas. All his ideas are got 
from his surroundings—írom his perception of phe- 
nomena, and from reflection on those perceptions. 
Martin Luther was quite right when he wrote the 
memorable sentence, “God is a blank sheet of paper 
upon which nothing is found but what you hav your- 
self written," and Xenophon supplemented this by 
saying that, “if horses and asses were to depict their 
gods, they would depict respectivly horses and 
asses.” 

The truth is, man sees his own image in the 
mirror of his mind, and before that image he bends 
the knee in adoration, 


Now, theologians say that God is an infinit being 
and quite incomprehensible to man. Yet they affirm 
that it is man’s highest duty to continually think of 
God, and not only this, but he is to base his conduct 
upon certain relations that are alleged to subsist be- 
tween God and his creatures. But unless man knows 
something of the divine nature, how can he possibly 
base his actions towards his fellow-creatures upon it? 
Unless man knows that God is good, it would be 
folly to worship him ; unless he knows that deity is 
wise, it Would be madness for him to base his conduct — 
upon any supposed relationship toward him. 

_ If deity were an evil being, the man who acted up 
to his commands would act viciously, unless we can 
suppose goodness as emanating from an evil power. 

On the other hand, it is pure assumption to say 
that “God is good” without evidence either of his 
existence or of his goodness. | 

Again, if God be infinit, what relation can the finite 
hav with him? If God is everywhere, God is every- 
thing. In that case man is a part of God, or God is 
a limited being in proportion as man is something. 

The finite can hav no communication with the in- 
finit. Man's duties therefore are toward finite creat- 
ures, namely, his fellow-men, and not toward an 
infinit being, who can very well do without his assist- 


ance. AnTHUR B. Moss. 
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Still Harping on My Daughter? . 
From the Galveston Daily News of November 94th. 


The New York TmgurH SEEKER continues to belabor the 
News with untruecharges. ‘‘ It upheld Sunday laws per se as 
just and right." ‘‘It forced its own employees to work on 
Sunday morning . . . and all day Sunday." *'*It took the 
ground of the Sabbatarians that Sunday laws are righteous 
because religious." '* Texas law permits the sale of papers 
on Sunday, but not their manufacture." "These are all mis- 
statements. THE TRUTH SEEKER asks of the News: '* Why 
did it go into court when the law applied to itself ?” Answer: 
The News did not seek a court till its manager was arrested. 
It thought that the action of a constable was not necessarily 
“law.” It then showed, by counsel, to the satisfaction of 
the district judge, that newspapers are exempt, as is ice- 
cream. Does Tne Truru SEEKER ever take ice-cream in 
summer? Would it be well understood that one may sell 
ice-cream on Sunday, but that under such permission one 
must manufacture it on Saturday? Tas TRUTH SEEKER, 
though worshiping majorityism, becomes philosophical when 
it distinguishes that ‘‘if the people will insist on arming 
Christians with laws against their liberty they must expect 
tyranny.” That is to say, Taz TRUTH SEEKER becomes 
superficially philosophical. The people do not insist upon 
any such thing specifically. But if Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
wishes to get at the root of its own trouble as well as of the 
Sunday law trouble, it will not stop there. All results of 
legislation and administration by authority are contained in 
the grant of powers, including the opportunity to assume 
powers, in government. Tue TRUTH SEEKER approving a 
Sabbatarian judge as a scourge to giv people a lesson un- 
consciously reproves Toe TRUTH SEEKER complaining of a 
New Jersey anti-heretical judge, another scourge to giv Free- 
thinkers a lesson—the same lesson. Does it protest that it is 
against all laws to distinguish and punish heresy? That is 
only one remove of the question. It is in favor of the general 
arbitrary authoritativ power which can take upon itself to 
make such laws. The people get Sabbatarian laws without 
knowing precisely how. A ‘balance of power” element 
may make them, for where the people most vaunt themselvs 
that the majority rules it is the few who convert the minority 
into a majority by selling out and going over, or taking ad- 
vantage of indifference in representativs. Thus a minority 
generally rules. This fact fails of its proper effect upon THE 
TRUTH SEEKER. Its lesson plainly is that majority decisions 
are & choice of evils; that rulership, as a principle dis- 
tinguished from voluntary participation, is ever to be avoided 
. where it is possible to giv to each the separate control of his 
interests and his destiny, merely preserving the peace be- 
tween the units. Interests, where inextricable, may con- 
veniently be resolved by majority vote of those concerned. 
But the political sphere of a general arbitrary control defies 
all effectiv limitations upon power; hence people are con- 
stantly contributing to the arming of their oppressors, and 
this will naturally go on until government is reduced to the 
theory and practice of a defensiv agency emanating from the 
will of its self-constituent citizens, intelligently assuming its 
cost for its value tothem in maintaining necessary conditions 
of order and protecting them against criminal aggressions. 


From the same paper, of November 30th. 

The New York TnurH SEEKER hoped that there would 
always be judges with the temper to enforce obnoxious laws 
upon people who advocate them. It gratuitously assumed 
that the ews advocated the continuance of an. obnoxious 
law, and ignored that the JVews specifically pointed to an 
official responsibility upon sheriffs and other peace officers 
simply as Officials. Nemesis reaches Tne TRUTH SEEKER in 
an unexpected manner. Itis a firm adherent of the govern- 
ment plan, which in fact has resulted in blasphemy laws and 
their enforcement. When Freethinker Reynolds was tried 
for blasphemy. Taz Trura Seeker was cruelly reminded 
that the judge had acted under the law. THE TRUTH SEEKER 
may claim to intend justice, but so do the persecutors, per- 
haps, as they understand justice, or think that they do. 
Tus TRurH SEkxzn is in this trouble, that, **the state legis- 
latures and courts and the general government pay no atten- 
tion to the limitations put upon them by the national charter." 
That is to say, in the opinion of Tug TnurH SEEKER. They 
don't hav to. Now, if somebody had hoped that there would 
always be judges to administer blasphemy laws against Tax 
TnuTH SEEKER so long as it is in favor of a system of ruler- 
sbip which is the source of blasphemy laws, it would hav got 
just the reply it merited. THE TxurH SEEKER says that it 
goes in for justice. Ifit goes in for putting into men's hands 


‘power by which they can do injustice, how is it but senti- 


mentally in favor of justice? The best means of obtaining 
justice may be a matter of opinion, but for all the results of 
a given system its advocates must stand responsible frcm the 
moment that. basing their action upon their opinion tbat it 
is the best, they force it upon others. Ought not the blas- 
phemy laws to hav taught Taz TRUTH SEEKER a lesson? Is 
it not taxed against its will to pay for the agencies of such 
men as Comstock, who may at any time interfere with its 
freedom 


808 


THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


FOUNDED BY D. M. BENNETT. 


E. M. Maoponaty, . * - . Editor. 
Q. P.Sowzssy, . - - Business Manager. 
PUBLISHED BY 
THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


$8 LAFAYETTE PLACE, NEW YORK. 


PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY AT $3.00 PER YEAR. 


Address all Communications to THE TRUTH SEEKER 
COMPANY. Make all Drafts, Checks, Post-ofice and Ez- 
press Money Orders payable to CHARLES P.8 OMERBY. 


SATURDAY, =- DECEMBER 17, 1887. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES, 


Single subscription in advance... ..... «e. eee eene -$3 00 
One subscription two years, in advance........... eee 5 00 
Two new subscribers.........«« «eee eee rene rennen . 500 
One subscription with one new Subscriber, in one re- 

Inittance....... eee ee eee ee etes n a tenes teteeee na reet ee eeeeooe e 5 00 
One subscription with two new Subscribers, in one ` 

remittance ...... eee eere eene nete ree ete ene rhone tentes n noe 7 00 
One subscription with three new subscribers, in one 

remittance ...... eee see eee eene rtae neenon nte t eset eere reno 8 50 
One subscription with four new subscribers, in one 


remiíttance ....... eee eene eae entente tno sso tee eroe eter o age 
Any number over five at the same rate, invariably 
with one remittance. 


Destruction and Construction. 

When it is laid to our charge, as it often is, that 
our labors as Liberal workers tend only to destroy, 
and not to build up; that we are removing the 
foundation of faith in which our ancestors found 
support, and on which they erected the present 
system of society, and suggesting nothing in its 
place, we are simply told that we are doing our duty. 
We are reminded that we are performing the task 
required of us, and carrying on the work of our 
generation. 

As truth seekers we are not attempting to explore 
the heavens beyond our reach, as others hav done 
before us, to meet only with disappointment and 
failure. We are searching for knowledge on earth, 
digging for it beneath the surface of the world we 
liv in. And as, before you can erect a city, you must 
clear away the forests, and level the rocks that 
occupy the ground, so must you, ere you can build 
habitations in which mankind can dwell in comfort, 
freedom, and equality, sweep away the dense mass of 
ignorance and error that encumber the earth, and 
blast the rocks of superstition on which the churches 
hav been built. 

Men whose ideas are in advance of the time they 
liv in, whose love and pity for humanity are touched 
by the woes they see around them, and often, maybe, 
hightened by the wrongs they feel themselvs, some- 
times frame in their minds systems by which they 
imagin these evils can be remedied. They map out 
plans of improvement. They giv their ideas to the 
world, and the sick, the poor, and the suffering 
eagerly grasp at that which givs them hopes of 
relief. Who can blame them if they sometimes in- 
dulge in hopes of bliss they were born too early to 
enjoy? If they find consolation in the thought that, 
when their tongues hav been stilled in death and 
their hands hav crumbled into dust, their visions 
shall be realized, let them dream on happily and 
peacefully. Let them, in the silent hours of their 
night, behold the future that is not yet, and rise 
refreshed for the struggle that is here. But let them 
not neglect the labors of the day on which that 
future depends. He who plows the ground knows 
that in time of harvest the waving grain will await 
the reapers. We know that when we pluck up the 
rank weeds, and cut down the tall trees of false 
réligions, we clear a space. To those who follow us 
it belongs to utilize it for the common good. 

In the brain of man a thousand systems may be 
evolved for the benefit of his fellow-man. Those who 
preach such systems are like the husbandman in the 
parable. They cast forth the seed indeed, but how 
much of it is lost! Some falls upon stony ground, 
upon hearts petrified by superstition, that humanity 
cannot soften. Some falls among the weeds of ab- 
surd religious dogmas, and when the fresh sprout of 
truth just appears above the surface, the weeds grow 
up and choke it. Some falls by the wayside, and the 
birds, the black flock of hungry priests, pounce upon 
-ik and convert it into food for themselvs, Only that 


which is cast upon good ground produces fruit. 
Let us first tear away from the world the noxious 
growths of religious systems. Let us root up the 
churches, and burn them in the fire of reason. Let 
us by the dynamite of logic blast the rocks of super- 
stition that make the earth a steril soil. Then shall 
we find good ground, where we may sow, and plant, 
and build as our necessities require. 

There was never yet a movement started to benefit 
mankind but the teachers of religion opposed it 
until it became too strong for them. Then they 
grabbed it, and, claiming it as an offspring of their 
own, did their worst to convert it to their own pur- 
poses. 

Will the population of the earth, in times to come, 
be divided into social republics, where the state will 
care for all and all be equal as’ brothers in one 
family? Will individualism be so developed, and 
our natural love of justice and right so extended and 
purified, that each man may be safely trusted to 
govern himself, and will govern himself to the best 
interests of the whole community? These are specu- 
lations that may at times amuse or cheer us. But to 
carry them out to a practical result is not the object 
of our time. There is destruetiv work enough for 
generations yet." At present we can labor for human 
advancement best by removing the greatest obstacles 
it encounters, and these are the religions that infest 
society. . When the rubbish has been burnt to ashes 
and blown to fragments, there will be clear ground. 
Then we may construct. Then we may erect a noble 
building in which humanity may shelter. Then we 
may sow seed which will bring forth fruit on which 
humanity may feed. 


We Wonder. 

We wonder if the Galveston Daily News knows 
where it is going to land in this controversy with 
Tae Teora Seeker over its action in regard to the 
Sunday laws of Texas? We wonder if the Mews 


knows that the doctrins it is teaching are the doctrins | 


of the Boston Anarchists? We wonder if the News 
—the organ of the Texas Democracy, the friend of a 
president, the biggest newspaper published south of 
Mason & Dixon's line—knows that for trying to put 
into practice these Anarchistic ideas four men were 
hanged in Chicago? We wonder if the Mews knows 
that the logical result of its reasoning is the abolition 
of all government and all laws—even those Sunday 
laws so dear to its managerial heart and precious to 
its proprietorial pocket as affording it a practical 
monopoly of Sunday recreation? Yet that is the 
exact effect of the reasoning in the two articles we 
quote on another page. 

The News also deviates from cold facts in one or 
two instances. It denies that it upheld Sunday laws 
per se, when the faet is the Mews deplored “ con- 
tinental” Sundays, and said in substance that if the 
Texas Sunday law was repealed civilization weuld go 
backward. If the News will set one of its reporters 
to searching its files, it will find this is so. We hav 
not, we regret to say, preserved our copies. The 
News denies, too, that it forces its own employees to 
labor on Sunday, against the statute in such case 
made and provided. If the News will explain how it 
can publish Sunday and Monday issues without labor 
on Sunday, we will accept its denial. Otherwise not. 
The Mews also calls our assertion that * Texas law 
permits the sale of papers on Sunday, but not their 
manufacture,” a misstatement. How can it be when 
the law reads this wise: “The sale of newspapers 
shall be permissible?” But “any person who shall 
hereafter labor, or compel, force, or oblige his em. 
ployees, workmen, or apprentices to Jabor on Sunday, 
shall be fined not less than ten nor more than fifty 
dollars." The fact is, the law does prohibit the 
manufacture of merchandise on Sunday, but Judge 
Cook has interpreted the law for the benefit of news- 
papers. The higher courts, however, may reverse 
this decision, for the opinion of one judge is no 
more law than the action of one conatable. 

But what we wonder at most is that the News 
persists in claiming that our opposition to blasphemy 
laws is parallel to its own action in resisting the 
enforcement of Sunday laws upon itself, while clam- 
oring for their enforcement upon others. And it 
raises a fog-bank of words, strikingly resembling the 
Anarchistic sophistry of Dr. M. E. Lazarus, to pre- 
vent its readers from seeing the wide difference. If 
Freethinkers had ever claimed the right to suppress 
any person's religious utterances, then the News 


might chuckle when & Freethinker was hoist on his 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, DECEMBER 17, 1887. 


own petard. But Freethinkers deplore all inter. 


ference with free speech, and denounce all suppres. 
sion of it, holding that unless material mischief shall 
directly follow free speech, and as a consequence, 
such suppression is unjust. Therefore there can be 
no possible parallel between the words of Tue Truru 
Szrxer and the action of the News. 

Another source of wonderment is that the News 
reproves us for upholding government. Is the News 
willing to go the whole length of its logic? If so, it 
lands in Anarchy, and becomes an ally of those who 
would remove all government. Is that a position 
the great Democratic journal of the South is willing 
to take?~ The News says: “ All results of legislation 
and administration by authority are contained in the 
grant of powers, including the opportunity to assume 
powers, in government. Tae Trura SEEKER approv- 
ing a Sabbatarian judge as a scourge to giv people a 
lesson unconsciously reproves Tae Truru SEEKER 
complaining of a New Jersey anti-heretical : judge, 
another scourge to giv Freethinkers a lesson—the 
same lesson.” Now, our contention is that no dele. 
gated authority has the right to asswme powers. It 
can exercise only those specifically delegated to it, 
and we claim that the United States and New Jersey 
authorities are both forbidden by their constitutions 
to punish heresy. And we also claim that the New 
Jersey legislature usurped a power not granted it by 
the people when it passed the blasphemy statute. 
The state legislature can exercise power given it by 
the state constitution when not in conflict with the 
federal Constitution. But it has no right to assume 
powers. Therefore our denunciation of the law and 
its enforcement is perfectly logical and consistent 
with our principles. 

But how.is with the Mews? -That paper called 
upon the officials to enforce a Sunday law. The 
officials did so, and arrested the manager of the 
News. Then the News wanted to be exempted from 
the action of the law, and the judge obligingly al- 
lowed the claim. But the Mews went further, and 
upheld the law. We well remember, though we hav 
no file of the JVews, that it quoted the words of a 
religious advocate of Sunday laws and added, in sub- 
stance, that the abolition of the Sunday laws would 
play the very devil with this country. With great sol- 
emnity the editor showed how the poor laborer would 
be robbed of all opportunity for recreation by hard- 
hearted employers, and immediately turned round and 
ordered his subordinates to prepare the Sunday and 
Monday issues of the News. Now, Tue Truru SEEKER 
never asked for the enforcement of the blasphemy law. 
We never upheld it. We never wanted it enforced 
even on the Christians. We never argued that the 
law is good. If we had, then the cases would be 
parallel. As it is, they are not, and all the sophistry 
of all the Anarchists in the country cannot make them 
appear so. We uphold legal officers in exercis- 
ing thé powers really delegated to them ; we oppose 
them when they assume powers and act unjustly. 
We believe, with Thomas Jefferson, that the best 
government is that which governs least, and we 
believe in holding our officers to a strict account- 
ability when they they exceed the powers given them 
by our Constitutions. But we are not Anarchist 
enough to believe that republicanism is a failure, nor 
that the necessary and well-defined delegation of 
authority “ defies all effectiv limitations upon power." 
We admit that the News has been voluntarily “contrib- 
uting to the arming of its oppressors,” but we deny 
that we hav voluntarily done so. We support the 
Constitution, but we deny that that instrument “ in- 
cludes the opportunity to assume powers.” On the 
contrary, it restricts the government, and is designed 
to protect the people against the tyranny of strength 
that would inevitably follow its removal. 

We wonder when the News will publicly proclaim 
its conversion to the Anarchistic philosophy. 

—— — ae oe 9———— —— 


Modest Ministers. 

On the 28th ult., the clergy of the various Protest- 
ant denominations of Chicago held a meeting to con- 
sider the very general “Sabbath desecration” of the 
times. One of their number had prepared some 
brief papers, which he read, to be presented to the 
coming Washington conference, and by that body to 
be submitted to the persons appealed to. One paper 
is addressed to the House of Representatives, and 
says: 

“The telegraph is now used to transmit all juporant 
news, and, therefore, there is no absolüte necessity for run- 
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. ning mails on the Sabbath. Consequently, the running of 
mails on that day is in violation of state laws.” 
z . 
The next paper is addressed to the directors of the 
railroads in the United States, and says : 


** The increased rate of speed of travel and transportation, 
as compared with that used in the days of our fathers, has 
so multiplied the facilities of dispatching business that there 
is no necessity of running trains more than six days in a week; 
and that, therefore, all work done on Sunday, except of ne- 
cessity or mercy, is in violation of our state laws; so that if 
a community of capital openly ignores statute laws, we need 
not be surprised when a community of laborers follow their 
example.” f ; 

A paper to the directors of telegraph lines says: 

** The electric forces, now utilized by our telegraphs, hav 
brought the people of the world into close proximity, and 
therefore there is no more necessity for transacting business 
by telegraph on the Sabbath than there is for people to keep 
their stores open.” 


The last paper is addressed to the proprietors of 
the public press of the United States, and says: 


“The Sabbath is the dividing line between Christianity 
and heathenism ; it is the bulwark that shields our Christian 
civilization against Anarchy, and every influence that tends 
to weaken the power of the Sabbath over the public con- 
science endangers the stability of our republican institutions. 
The business of publishing and selling newspapers on the 
Sabbath is in open violation of our state laws. We therefore 
respectfully request you to discontinue the publication of 
newspapers on Sunday.” 


About the time the ministers obtain all these de- 
mands, look out for the millennium, some darkness 
for the space of half an hour, and a general rustling 
of wings as the population of the United States goes 


upward. i 
—— 9-449 -——-—————— 


Indignant Mr. Miller. 


It is due to Mr. J. M. Miller, of Bay City, Mich. 
to print his letter on this editorial page. The rea- 
son will be seen on perusing the letter: P 

^ * Bay Crry, Miom., Dec. 5, 1887. 

*«Eprrón Trurs SEEKER, Dear Sir : My attention was called 
to an article in your paper of Nov. 12, 1887, under the head 
of, ‘Prohibitionists the Priests Last Hope, in which you 
refer to Hérman Raster's explanation of one of the resolutions 
in the Republican platform, and speak of J. M. Miller, the 
correspondent to whom Mr. Raster wrote that letter, as ‘a 
distiller.” Now, I, the said J. M. Miller, wish to say to you 
that I never was in a distillery in my life, and for more than 
forty years hav not drunk of the accursed products of the 
still. On the contrary, my purpose was to get the truth be- 
fore the people, that all well-wishers of good order and 
morality might see where our political parties were drifting 
to. It seemed to me to be an effort to import the beer-gar- 
den of continental Europe, with all its deleterious effects, 
and plant it here among us. 

* [f you were the truth seeker you profess to be, you 
would hav learned who and what J. M. Miller was before 
you tried to fasten a burning disgrace upon my humble 
name. . : 

* T do not expect you to publish this ; but I hav a right to 
expect—nay, demand—that the explanation be made as 
public as you hav made the slander—yes, I say slander. 

** T shall remain, not a distiller, but a reformer, on the broad 
gage. J. M. Muer.” 

We apologize to Mr. Miller for having said that he 
was a distiller. But we obtained our information 
from a letter written to a paper published a few score 
miles up the Hudson by a gentleman evidently as 
strong a Prohibitionist as Mr. Miller himself. We 
had, of course, no means of knowing where Mr. Miller 
lived, and feel greatly obliged to him for having dis- 
closed his whereabouts, that we may do justice to all. 

But the gist of our editorial, “The Prohibition. 
ists the Priests’ Last Hope,” was not a discussion 
of Mr. Miller's vocation, but the fact that from nei. 
ther of the present political parties could the priests 
hope for aid in restoring the puritanical Sunday laws, 
and they must, therefore, look to the Prohibition 
party. This view is strengthened by Mr. Miller’s 
letter. He unmasked the Republicans, and drew 
from a member of the committee which drafted the 
resolutions the important information that the party 
fully and explicitly discountenanced all so-called 
temperance (Prohibitory) and Sunday laws. And 
as the Democratic party has always done the same; 
as the Henry George party wants to tax the 
churches; as the Union Labor party and Greenback- 
ers of the West are heretical to a pleasing degree ; 
as the Socialistic party of the Hast is composed prin- 
cipally of German Infidels and American Agnostics, 
we feel that we are fully justified in our conclusion 
that only in the ranks of the Prohibitionists will the 
priest find aid and comfort. 

‘And here, perhaps, it may be proper to digress & 
little to answer Emily Burton, of Chester, Neb., who 
disputes our statement that the Protestant church 


is at one with the Prohibition party, and imme ! 


diately proves us right by saying: “It is a well- 
known fact that the churches were dumb in relation 
to the crying sin of drunkenness until there was a 
temperance element in the country so strong that 


‘they were compelled for very shame to cease their 


lamentations over the shortcomings of the Jews, 
their eulogies upon Isaiah and St. Paul, their admi- 
ration of Job and Solomon, and to stand for the 
earnest, honest, practical need of the hour.” She 
adds, also, that it was two thousand years before the 
church took hold of the temperance question. Ex- 
actly. We did not say that the Protestant church 
originated the Prohibition question. What we said 
meant that to-day the Protestant church furnishes 
the orators, the writers, and the voters for Prohibi- 
tion. This is strictly true, as everyone knows who 
follows the movements of the different political par- 
ties. The Prohibitionists of this state are all pietists, 
and only pietists. The measure is inextricably mixed 
with the Sunday laws, and supported almost solely 
as 8 religious measure for preserving the Protestant 
Sabbath. The Woman's Christian Temperance Union 
is a Protestant organization entirely, which has lately 
widened—or narrowed—to aiding in keeping the 
Bible in the publie schools. The God-in-the-Consti- 
tution party has adopted the Prohibition issue, and 
the Prohibitionists of the East hav promised aid to 
the God-in-the-Constitution crowd. No matter what 
the state of affairs used to be, this is the condition 
now. . Even the woman suffrage movement, at least 
here in New York, has been.captured by the church. 
Its meetings are opened with prayer, and men with 
“ Rev.” before their names are about the only speak- 
ers. We repeat—and Emily Burton will agree with 
us if she studies contemporary events instead of an- 
cient history—that Protestantism and Prohibition 
are one, united and inseparable. The churches hav 
‘adopted the temperance issue to aid them in enforc- 
ing the Sunday law in cities. 

In conclusion, we assure Mr. Miller that we had 
no intention of doing him an injustice, and Mrs. Bur- 
ton that we try to be sure of our facts, and to speak 
‘only the literal truth. 


rs 
“My heart laments that virtue cannot liv 
Out of the teeth of envy.” 
———— —Á-—— ——————— 


Converting the Hebrews. 


The London Christian Society for the Conversion 
of the Hebrews held its annual meeting lately, and 
reported the purchase of a few Jews at about thirty 
thousand dollars each. The society professed to be 
encouraged by this showing, and as it probably knows 
as well as anyone the difficulty of getting Jews to 
swap their souls for cash, we cannot say that its 
cheerfulness is unwarranted. But, at the same time, 
thirty thousand dollars seems a big price to pay. 

We hav in New York also a Society for the Con- 
version of the Hebrews, which is about equally suc- 
cessful with its London prototype, but lacks that 
society’s frankness in stating the cost of its converts. 
Its last annual report shows that only seven New 
York Hebrews were in the religious market, and 
purchasable by the society. The society has a church 
in St. Mark’s Place, with the Lord’s Prayer over the 
pulpit in gilt Hebrew characters; it publishes a 
paper called the Hebrew Christian; it supports a 
salaried secretary, and a higher salaried agent, who 
poses as a converted rabbi; and Howard Crosby, 
D.D., Presbyterian, is the chairman of the advisory 
board which directs its affairs. The Rev. Mr. Fresh- 
man, the combined agent and minister, is a peculiar 
mortal. His enemies, who still are Jews, assert that 
he cannot read the prayer over his pulpit, though he 
certainly can write a report well calculated to draw 
ducats from the pockets of the faithful. But the so- 
ciety never reports to the world what is done with 
the ducats, and the charge is made that many of them 
go to support the converts, who are Christians for 
revenue only. 

Mr. Freshman tells two stock stories illustrativ of 
the protectiv care of the Lord for those Hebrews who 
supplement their ancient by the newer Christian su- 
perstition. The society hired a room in Cooper 
Union unfurnished. How this deficiency in comfort 
was to be met Mr. Freshman did not know, but 
finally he determined to ask the Lord, which he did, 
per prayer. Scarcely had he arisen from his knees 
when a van backed up to the curbstone loaded with 
just the furniture desired for the room. Such ex- 
emplary promptness on the part of the Lord, inti- 
mates Mr, Freshman, js due to the fact that he is a! 


converted Hebrew. On another occasion, fifty dol- 
lars were sadly needed to carry on his work. Again 
did he sink upon his knees, and rose to meet the 
postman bearing a letter inclosing a check for just 
that amount. After this, if we may believe Mr. 
Freshman, who shall say that prayer is not answered? 

We met the other day a Jew who has paid some 
attention to the affairs of this society. This Jew has 
little confidence in Mr. Freshman, in his methods, or 
in the genuinness of the seven conversions reported. 
He has been, he says, to see Howard Crosby, to con- 
vince him that Mr. Freshman does not understand 
the Hebrew language, and is so faranimpostor. He 
has visited the Independent office and seen Dr. Ward, 
to whom he explained that the society for the con- 
version of the Hebrews costs a great deal more. than 
it is worth to the church. He has also visited the 
Christian Union with the commendable purpose of 
setting forth what he thinks about the society and 
its agent, but none of these parties will do more than 
listen to him—they will not investigate his charges, 
for fear, he says, of exposing to the world the poverty 
of a faith-which has to buy its converts from a race 
upon whose miraculous career that faith is founded. 
This Jew thinks there is something wrong with a 
church which supports such sham institutions as 
societies for the conversion of the Hebrews. 

——— — — — 5-49 — ————— 
Editorial Notes. 
Tue autographs of C. B. Reynolds and J. E. Remsburg 


adorn the same page of a Missouri hotel register. Both hav 
been at work in that state for several weeks. 


' A Boston jury has decided that a cigar is a drug, and 
therefore that an apothecary can sell one on Sunday without 
violating the law. This is one way to evade an odious law. 
A more manly way would be to repeal the statute. 


Tus American Society for Psychical Research has gathered 
some interesting statistics regarding the proportion of super- 
stitious people to be found in a community possessing a fair 
amount of culture. It is found that one man in ten has a 
tendency to superstition, and that two women in ten are 
affected the same way. Judging by the comparativ number 
of men and women in the church, we should hav placed the 
proportion of superstitious women to superstitious men much 
higher. 


Taur new president of France will probably prove very 
acceptable to the church, as he is an ardent Roman Catholic 
and his wife is devoted to the church. Carnot was elected 
over stronger men as the result of intrigue. But if he under- 
takes to hand France back to Rome, he will find the Radicals 
very strong. It is significant, however, that the papal nuncio 
has received instructions from the Vatican to pay an early 
visit to the president, and to establish friendly relations at 
the outset with the new administration, by explicitly declar- 
ing the good-will of the holy see toward France. The good- 
will of the holy see is the good-will of the hungry wolf for 
the fat lamb. . * 


Tux Evangelical Alliance is in session at Washington, pre- 
sided over by Justice Harlan, of the United States Supreme 
Court. One of the subjects discussed was ''family purity 
and perils.” Among the dangerous agencies at work over. 
throwing morality the clergy named the public schools, 
novels, the daily press, art, in painting, sculpture, and 
music, and the saloon. Nothing was said about the preach- 
ers, though they are the cause of more family immorality, 
and a greater peril to family purity, than any other agency 
named, except, possibly, the saloon. But the Evangelical 
Alliance is a council of fossilized hypocrits, dissatisfied with 
everything that does not make to their own glory and power. 


Ar the church of St. Vincent Ferrer, in this city, four in- 
fants were presented for baptism on Sunday, the 4th instant. 
One of them was a son of Edward L. May, of 301 East Sixty- 
second street. ‘‘ What do you wish to name this child?” 
asked the officiating priest of the father. ‘‘ Robert Ingersoll 
May,” responded the proud parent. ‘‘ What,” asked the 
priest in astonishment, ‘‘is not that a peculiar name to giv 
a child in this age? Can you not find another more appro. 
priate?” “No,” replied the father. ‘I like the name and 
I like the man.” All present, says the World, had been very 
interested listeners of the colloquy, and wondered what 
would come next, when the priest, without another word, 
christened the baby ‘Robert Ingersoll May." When the 
friends of Colonel Ingersoll are found even in Roman Catho- 
lic churches, who shall say that the signs of the times do not 
indicate that the kingdom of man is at hand? Mrs. Ingersoll 
has bought that baby a mug which will make him the 
haughtiest of all infants; and Colonel Ingersoll has written 
the father a letter which ought to make him the proudest of 
all parents. The occasion, too, is worthy of an encyclical 
from the pope, for who can believe that Robert Ingersoll 
May will grow up aCatholic? The faithful should be warned, 


oro 

W. F. Jamieson is now bombarding orthodoxy in southern 
Colorado. The clergy began the fusilade, although Jamieson 
remained quiet all summer. They were not even wiling 
that a Freethinker should liv in their neighborhood and be 
silent. He has just closed a course of six lectures in his own 
town, Monte Vista, the first ever given in the history of the 
place. The Christians labored with each other, and with 
other weak-minded persons, to keep away from the lectures, 
which were successful in spite of the efforts of the godly. 
We wil soon hav aletter from the seat of war. Address 
Mr, Jamieson at Monte Vista, Col, : 
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Letters from friends. 


Granp Rapips, Miou., Nov. 24, 1887. 
‘Mr. Eprror: I charge that the churches having a bishop 
‘attached to them, wherever they may be, hav nothing more 
nor less than the pope's agents in disguise, and the people 
should understand this and treat them accordingly. I also 


charge the president of the United States with breaking our: 


Constitution in support of these churches, utterly disregard- 
ing all others, which has and will cost the people their life's 
blood. Also, the queen of England has more faith in the 
pope than she has in the Protestant religion, of which the 
Church of England is only an assumed name to deceive the 
people. How could any church make a holy church out of 
an unholy one? It is nothing but the pope in disguise. I 
take this plan to inform the people, as the press is more or 
less dishonest and cannot be relied upon to serve them. 
CHARLES Saoz. 


` Sorpiers’ Home, Wis., Nov. 15, e. M. 287. 

Mz. Eprror: Find stamps, and send me ‘‘ Bible Morals,” 
and ‘‘ Crimes of Preachers.” 

Extract from the Milwaukee Sunday Telegraph, Nov. 18, 
1887: '* A Yankee Chapluin’s Plain Talk.—I feel sure that all 
hatred, and bitterness, and animosity of revenge should be 
forever banished, if any still remain. These sentiments belong 
to devils, not men. [Right here this fool should hav stopped, 
but he did not, he continues] ‘Vengeance is mine; I will repay, 
saith the Lord.’” Thus, after turning over all these evil senti- 
ments fo the devils, alas! he must bring his ** Lord” in fora 
share of them also. It seems impossible to keep this contu- 
macious Lord out of bad company. Cleveland’s orthodox 
messages prove to a certainty that he would not vetoa bill, ap- 
proved by Congress, to put his ‘‘ almighty God " in the Con- 
stitution. Nevertheless, Blaine had his Burchard, and in 1888 
Cleveland may find his also. NErsoN Honrt. 


ManriNsBURG, W. VA., Nov. 28, 1887. 

Mz. Epitor: Find inclosed $7, for which please credit to 
John €. Hutzler $1.50 for six months’ subscription, and, 50 
cents for pamphlets sent me; the balance ($5) is sent by 
Mr. H. Bohda for.the benefit of the American Secular Union 
for the Propaganda Fund in the distribution of Freethought 
literature, and books, etc. You will oblige me by forward- 
ing the same to E. A. Stevens, Secretary, 750 West Lake 
street, Chicago, Ill., with the request that if he has-any 
literature to send, please mail the same to my address. 

I desire to say to Brother Swan, of Kent, O., that he isa 
very lucky man, and that he need hav no fear of anyone ever 
attempting to take away his home. Iama poor man my. 
self, and never wear but one shirt at a time, and no paper 
collar attached to it. If every man is as easily satisfied as he 
seems to be, we would all be willing slaves, for no man can 
go out West and take up goverment land unless he has some 
money, or help from somebody; if they could, there would 
not be so many failures as there hav been. 


Yours respectfully, Louis Worrzs. 


REDDIOK, IrL., Nov. 29, 287. 
Mr. Eprror: I am happy to state to the thinking world 
that Mr. Charles Watts, of Toronto, Ont., commenced a 
course of three lectures at the city hall, Saturday, Nov. 26, 
987*to a well-filled hall. His lecture for Saturday at 7 r.w., 
headed, ‘‘ Unbelief," was delivered in a masterly manner. 
It would hav been a thing of impossibility for an audience to 
_be more quiet and orderly thoroughout. The clergy of the 
city were invited to ask questions or answer, but failed to 
do so. .One of our pious townsmen made an attempt to 
reply to Mr. Watts, but sat down with mortification on his 
narrow head. Mr. Watts’s description of Unbelief was grand 
in the extreme, and filled with sound logic, good sense, and 
deep thought. His delivery and tenor of thought convinced 
his hearers that he is a Secularist from careful study and 
education; and until evidence is furnished showing that he 
is wrong he will be one of the peerless. I can heartily in. 
dorse Mr. Watts to our friends wishing a good live worker 
and a course of thoroughgoing lectures, and am certain that 
should they secure his services they will be delighted with 
his efforts. To Mr. Watts and his Secular Thought are at- 
tached the best wishes of the people of Reddick and vicinity. 
C. B. HUNTER. 


BELLEVUE, Ipa., Nov. 19, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: Your kind and considerate note just received. 
I hav suffered such sad reverses in the last year or two that 
my mind has been diverted from the progress of Liberalism. 

Having first the misfortune of being burnt out ofa fine, new 
residence, my husband then sold out and went to the mines 
in Idaho, and two years thereafter he returned and brought me 
here Jast spring, when he failed in his mining operations and 
sought to find a better location in Nevada, while I remained 
here. Not hearing from him for some months, I wrote letters 
of inquiry and was informed of the sad news that Mr. 
Hutchinson had gone insane and been sent to the asylum at 
Stockton, Cal. He had expended all his money, and Iam 
left here destitute, dependent upon my friends. I would 
liké if some of Tue TRUTH Sxzxxzn friends will try and aid me 
by selling copies of my book, “Beyond the Veil," retaining 
enough of thesales to pay for expenses. I could not sell any 
of them here; not enough Liberals. I shall be glad to hav 
Tue TRUTH SEgkxnsent to me at this place, as I shall probably 
remain until spring. Please publish this letter and call atten- 
tion to it, as I wish the friends to know that I hav not deserted 
the Liberal ranks, only fallen out by the wayside from press 
of adverse circumstances. I had hoped to hav heard Mr. 
Putnam when in this vicinity this fall, but only saw the cars 
that bore him on to Salt Lake city. 

I hav seen but two orthree copies of Taz TRUTH SEEKER 


for over a year; hav just had one handed me with the good 
news of the honorable acquittal of our Aunt Elmina. 
Three cheers for liberty of speech and triumph of common 
sense over despotism and barbarism. 
Mas. Luna HuronisoN. 


STANLEY, la., Nov. 28, 1887. 

Mz. Eprroz: The book you sent me, ** The Devil's Pulpit,” 
came to hand. So you see I hav a pulpit of my own, and 
am not obliged to go to an orthodox church.to borrow one. 
It is handy to hav one's own pulpit in the house. J hav not 
only ** The Devil's Pulpit,” but hav the Independent Pulpit 
of J. D. Shaw. : 

On the 20th of this month I went to West Union, twenty- 
five miles, to hear Charles Watts. He had a very fair and 
attentiv audience. On the 21st he lectured at the same place 
to a much larger audience, and they were well pleased ; so 
much so that they tried to hav him stay over another night, 
but he, having an engagement at Maynard, could not do so. 
He also gave a lecture at Maynard on the 22d to a large and 
enthusiastic audience. On the 23d he lectured at Oelwein to 
8 large concourse of people. Mr. Watts always invites dis- 
cussion, but none came forward except at Oelwein. There he 
had some opposition, but they never touched his lectures. 
There were some persons at Maynard who came seventy-five 
miles to hear the lecture. Ww. REOBFIELD. 


OsHawa, ONT., Nov. 27, 1887. 

Mz. Eprros: In Tux Truts SEEKER of November 12th is 
Colonel Ingersoll’s reply to Dr. Field. I am very much 
pleased with it, and so are all my friends that I hav shown it 
to. Among my friends is a Methodist minister, and he says 
that the colonel is a very smart man, and that if there are any 
flaws or inconsistencies in the Christian religion, he is just 
the person to discover them. : 

I hav been reading Father Lambert, and also Mr. McGrud- 
der's * Notes on Ingersoll,” and think that Lambert must 
hav been studying McGrudder, as there are several parts the 
same. McGrudder's ‘‘ Notes” was published in 1882, and 
Lambert's in 1883; hence my conclusions. Lambert thinks 
he has made a great point against the colonel where the colo- 
nelsays that water does not run up-hill. I would like to see 
Father Lambert make some of his holy water run up-hill. 
In Lambert’s work, page 115, he says that the devil is a 
damned liar. Will he please giv us a couple of places in the 
Bible where the devil has told anylies? On page 156 he says 
that Matthew givs the ancestors of Joseph, while Luke givs 
the ancestors of Mary the mother of God. I hav read both, 
and I cannot see that Lambert is right. If Iam wrong, will 
he please put me right? In McGrudder, page 60, he says: 
** Let Mr. Ingersoll understand that there is not a single text 
in the Bible that, fairly interpreted, affords the least counte- 
nance to the revolting doctrin that he [the colonel] discards 
[the doctrin of eternal torment]; that it is unscriptural, and 
borrowed from the pagan mythology." Now, if Mr. Mc- 
Grudder will only throw overboard a little more superstitión 
he can join with me in singing : 

: (Tune: Coronation.) 
All hail the power of Ingersoll's name ! 
Let Superatition prostrate fall ! 


Bring forth your Calvinistle creed, 
And he’ll expose it all. 


` Q. F. 


BnisroL, Wisconsin, Nov. 20, 1887. 

Mz. Eprrog : I am mad clear through, but just whom to 
be mad at, I don't know. My TaurH SEEKER has failed to 
reach me three different times this fall, while the other sub- 
scribers .rcceived theirs with great regularity. I look for- 
ward every week for my TRUTR SrExKeER just as I expect my 
meals from day to day. Iam wondering what the pictures 
are to be, or what the Editor will hav to say on the many 
exciting subjects of the day, or what your many friends of 
all shades of opinion will dilate upon, or what George will 
report of the sayings and doings of the Liberal Club—and 
row to be cut short of the reading of poor, persecuted Elmi- 
na’s law-suit makes me mad, and I don't care who knows 
it. Anathemas sit on the scoundrel who steals my best of 
all papers, the wide-awake TRUTH SEEKER. I am glad be- 
yond expression that Elmina went scot-free, even if it was 
brought about by a technicality. The judge seemed only too. 
glad to unload so unsavory a case. Had he been & Benedict, 
I fear she would not hav escaped so easily. If the good Lord 
would only giv Anthony the medicin he gave Ananias and 
Sapphira for keeping a little of this world's goods back from 
the church, I know of one that would not shed a tear. But 
don’t let this get out, for some fanatic might shoot the cuss, 
and then, under Judge Gary’s rulings and the law of Illinois, 
I would be held equally guilty and go the same road the five 
men lately traveled in Chicago. I wonder if the great state 
of Illinois won't some day in the future be ashamed of the 
record she has made in this matter. But I hav occasion to 
rejoice that my paper containing Ingersoll’s reply to Field 
reached me all right. It is a complete reply to Christian or- 
thodoxy—a reply such as only Ingersoll, the best of reason- 
ers, canmake. Hoping you can explain, or, what is better, 
that my TEUTH SEEKER will always reach me, I remain, as 
ever, Yours, A. D. CORNWELL. 


ONEIDA, Kan., Nov. 28, 1887. 

Mr. EprrOR: I notice that some of the newspaper pub- 
lishers are being exercised over the probability of the an- 
nexation or admission of the territory of Utah as a state, 
which would, of course, giv us what we never hav had 
before, an ecclesiastieal state despotism in one state, and the 
assumed ''saintly" frauds would submit to anything Con- 
gress might impose on them, even the prohibition of polyg- 
amy, as a ‘‘ ruse" only in order to be admitted. Then there 
would be a state religion in Utah, and that state religion the 
abominable foul institution that Mormonism is, and the 
national government could not prevent it, under the Consti. | 
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tution. A question it has found so difficult to deal with in 
a Mormon territory would be beyond a possibility of solu. 
tion in a Mormon state, as no one would dispute. But why 
so exercised over our danger, to the neglect of another of 
such formidable magnitude comparativly? Has not the 
Romish church been clamoring for a hierarchy or ecclesias- 
tical despotism throughout the whole United States for many 
years, and is not that sect increasing very rapidly? Is it not 
the most potent political ‘‘ machine” or power in the coun- 
try? It seemslike straining at a gnat and swallowing a camel, 
does it not? Is not the locating of that ‘‘ grand” propa- 
ganda university at Washington city a precursor to the 
establishing of a nuncio there also? ‘‘ Cardinal” Simeoni, 
who is denominated the prefect of the Vatican propaganda, 
would, perhaps, be the chap who would require credentials 
from the old man who a short time ago arrogated to himself 
the title of Pope Leo XIII, Pontifex et Rex—that is, supreme 
pontiff and king; which was engraved on some medals to 
be presented at his show jubilee, which the Italian govern- 
ment seized, not being able to bear so much arrogance and 
pompous lordliness. They had not lost sight of Garibaldi 
yet, it is evident. These credentials he would present to the 
secretary of state, and if Mr. Bayard should accept them 


‘(which he certainly could not with any kind of good policy 


refuse), then he would be doing an act which commits this 
country to a recognition of the Romish church as a temporal 
power. If Romanism is to be admitted to recognition in the 
diplomatic councils of this country, a new feature would 
arise which would prove very detrimental to our boasted 
freedom. If a nuncio is admitted here, the religious preju- 
dices of the people would be aroused, and there is no. an- 
tagonism equal to that of religious differences, which all his- 
tory verifies. Hence, would it not be as laudable for the 
press to wake up a little thought on Romanism? It is in- 
creasing so rapidly, and expending such vast amounts of 
money in building monasteries, convents, nunneries, etc., 
surrounded by such impenetrable parapets, walls into which 
poor, ignorant, weak-minded women are being allured by the 
743 sacerdotal celibates telling them that it is for the greater 
glory of God, etc., that: they should be kept imprisoned in 
those places among such a lot of bachelors as Bishop John 
Joseph Hogan describes in his diocese in a letter published 
on the 19th of last June. While being so exercised over 
Mormonism, why not at least divide interest with Romanism ? 
If Mormonism is bad enough in its tendency and intent to 
establish & hierarchy in Utah as soon as possible, how is it 
with Romanism all over the land ? ** AMERICA." 


Custer, NzB., Nov. 28, 1887. 
Mz. Epitor: A writer in TRE TRUTH SEEKER for Novem- 


ber 12th says: ‘The Prohibition party, the God-in-the-Con- 


stitution party, and the Protestant church are one!” and de- 
clares Prohibition to be the priests’ last hope. It would be 
just as fair to claim that Christianity and civilization are one 
as that the Protestant church and Prohibition are one. It is . 
a well-known fact that the churches were dumb in relation to ` 
the crying sin of drunkenness until there was.a temperance 
element in the country so strong that they were compelled 
for very shame to cease their lamentations over the short- 
comings of the Jews, their eulogies upon Isaiah and St. Paul, 
their admiration of Job and Solomon, and to stand for the 
earnest, honest, practical need of the hour. For long, very, 
very long indeed, nearly two thousand. years, ministers of 
the gospel utterly ignored the question of temperance, re- . 
fusing to desecrate their pulpits with anything so modern; 
refusing to lower their standard of priestly sanctity by any- 
thing 80 much of the earth, earthy, as drunkenness and its 
accompanying sorrows, miseries, andcrimes. They preached 
Christ and him crucified ; faith or hell-fire to the sinner ; and 
quoted St. Paul to the women; but to the sleek guzzlers of 
their fiocks not an offending word; to those guzzlers so far 
along as to be no longer sleek, but seedy, not a word ; for the 
poor women who supported these seed y individuals and their 
children not a single plea. It was their part to act as if there 
were no guzzlers, within sound of their voice, at least. Their 
flocks, of course, had their failings ; but guzzling was not to 
be tampered with. So far is it from the truth that the Prot- 
estant church and Prohibition are one that just the reverse 
is true; for the church did not demand Prohibition of the 
people, but the people demanded it of the church. ‘To the 
last possible moment preachers shirked the burden of any- 
thing so practical and useful, so sorely needful, as the fight 
against intemperance. Being paid for the light work of 
choosing from the ancient history of the Jews a text suf- 
ficiently vague, from which to deplore a lack of faith, or 
urge a generous contribution for the wants of the church, it 
could hardly be expected of them to enter into the real fight 
with real evils. 

Hitherto the church has opposed itself to every upward 
step that science has taken; but science has gone up not- 
withstandicg, and pulled the church up after it; and been 
astounded time and again to hear the church claim all the 
credit. The church accepts now the theory that the earth 
moves; that volcanoes and earthquakes are the effect of in- 
exorable law ; and is almost ready to embrace the Darwin. 
ian theory of evolution. Indeed, the church has about con. 
cluded that discretion is the better part of valor, and here. 
after will hardly set itself against the verdicts of science until 
after due consideration. But because of this shall we say 
that the church and science are one? All the past of man 
mingles with the present in shouting one grand ** No!” 

The progress of society, the circulation of the newspaper, 
the spread of enlightenment, are all demanding of cities, com- 
munities, states, and nations ‘‘ sweeter manners, purer laws ;” 
and Prohibition is only an effort on the part of the people to 
meet this demand. The movement is world-wide and con- 
fined to no one country; and if the churches are at the 
eleventh hour, from whatever motiv, identifying themselvs 
with the temperance work, it is the noblest, grandest effort 
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they hav made since Christ-went about making the blind to 
see, and the lame to walk. Emiry Bourton. 


Nov. 28, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: One of your subscribers for Taz FRUTH 
SEEKER loaned me some of the numbers of 1886 and 1887. 
They are rich in scientific facts and sound logic, that are doing 
much to liberate the priest-ridden people from ignorance and 
superstition. 

Its Editor, and its scores of contributors, sound reason- 
ers on Freethought and free expression, are the 999 true 
apostles of modern times. They are the saviors that light 
‘up the darkness of blind theological faith. 

I see in my Wandering life but very few Liberal papers 
in the homes even of professed Liberals. Neither THE 
Teura SEEKER nor any Liberal paper is kept on any news- 
stand in this part of the country. The Gods rend the people 
through the mouth of Sam Jones, Talmage, and hosis of 
Bible-pounders. 

In reading books about martyrs cruelly tortured and put 
to death, innocent women and babes murdered by Christian 
armies led by ministers as generals at God's command, I do 
not wonder at D. M. Bennett's sledge-hammer blows hurled 
at the Gods and the priesteraft all along the way of his edito- 
rial life. I am glad, Mr. Editor, to see you took up the 
cudgel when he laid it down at the ebb of his noble life. 

You are giving telliug blows at the stories of the inspired 
saints, writers of the Bible, by taking your readers every 
` week into Mr. W. Heston’s art gallery. Won't Jesus’s follow- 
ers smile at the vivid scenes of the holy Bible as they pass 
through this art gallery? : 

The clerical cloth should giv thanks for the new name you 
hav so appropriately applied to their reverences—‘ sky- 
pilots.” 

Some of the Christian Liberals cry out with fear and in- 
dignation at the blows you are dealing through your paper. 
** Why, it will call down the wrath of the popular class upon 
us!” Christians hav always used the heretics as targets for 
spite and revenge, and feel they are doing God's will. Must 
the Infidel keep silent while they hurl their false anathemas 
at.the people called heretics for their liberal sentiments? 
Nay, nay, beard the lion in his den. 

Five of the Anarchists hav satisfied the demands called 
legal of twelve apostles (jurors) and judge, and now moss- 
covered people breathe easier and shout : ** We've hung them 
up there in the name of the people !” 

Hav they destroyed the seed of Anarchy by victims stretch- 
ing hemp? These men hav been crucified upon the gallows. 
Does this settle the bill by legal murder? 'l'he command is: 
Thou shalt not kill. 

The people are struggling to obtain justice. They may be 
mistaken in the wisest way to obtain it. Right and justice 
are scidom gained except by war and bloodshed. 

Roll on, thou progressiv car, till dogmatic religions shall 
sink into sheol's sulphur vat, never to be resurrected! All 
hail to Eugene Macdonald, Watson Héston, and the army of 
laborers for free expression of thought, and to the noble and 
outspóken Robert Ingersoll, C. B. Reynolds, and S. P. 
Putnam! 

I would like some of your free tracts to distribute among 
the faith-loving people. Mrs. E. J. Srovanrox. 


Kent, O., Nov. 28, 1887. 

Mr. EprroR: To my mind there is no better proof of the 
advancement and civilization of our people than to know 
there are now more turncoats than formerly. "Thirty years 
ago a man who changed his political or religious views, from 
whatever cause, was looked upon as weak-minded and 
unstable—a boy must think and vote as his father did. No 
neighbor of an opposit party, if ever so good a man, was 
worthy of the least known office. Now nearly everyone can 
read the daily papers, can hear the issues of the day discussed 
from all standpoints, and, after deciding which is right, vote 
according to the dictates of his own reason. Then a Demo- 
crat:or a Republican was a Democrat or Republican still; a 
Methodist or a person of any other denomination was the 
same forever, and held the same ideas as taught his fathers 
before him. 

Now we see at least a few who dare trust themselvs to 
hear some. other side of the story. Even the Infidels are 
now allowed to call themselvs white Americau citizens, and 
their voice is heard throughout the land. While we rejoice 
to see stich an age of progression, yet we regret to see the 
superstition and bigotry in the majority, for it is the majority 
that must rule our land. It is not among sectarians alone 
that we find people who are wont to stick to their former 
beliefs, but many of what we term Freethinkers are joined 
to some idol, and truth seems not to affect them. I hav 
tried to learn the teachings of nearly all the isms of thé day, 
and fail to find any one that has not some noble and good 
ideas, even in the much-talked-of Anarchism. Where can be 
found more pure, happier, and endearing sentiments than in 
modern Spiritualism ? The question is, Is it true? Let no 
one say nay until every means of proof has failed to demon- 
strate it either true or false. 

This age. is one of great advancement, and what we 
thought to be true yesterday we can hardly think true to-day. 
Science is struggling with the occult forces of Nature, and 
we are finding new laws and new methods of using them. 
Let this light shine forth in all truth, to elevate the spirit and 
moral worth of man. While I cannot fully agree with Mrs. 
Freeman, in Tue Trouru SEEKER of November 26th, as to the 
guilt of the Chicago Anarchists, I can see plainly the popish 
arm of power moving in our land. The worst enemy of our 
American citizenship and of our great republic is popery and 
priestcraft. The Old World has, in ages past, given us such 
a picture of priest-taught superstition that it cannot be for. 


gotten. The cry of the martyrs has been made indelible in 
the blood of innocence. 

In many instances we find the serpent's head has been 
crushed, and justice made to prevail; but, alas! the venom 
of the viper has shot forth to poison the virtues of other 
lands. America is a new land; its avenues are unprotected, 
and the Jesuits’ cunning finds many weak places to plant the 
upas to poison the minds of the weak and innocent. It is 
here, on American soil, they intend to fight to the bitter end 
the separation of church and state. "They are fast controling 
the legislativ, judicial, and executiv departments of state, 
and will make a determined stand to annihilate free schools 
and Freethought from our land, and substitute parochial 
schools instead. I feel that there is but one savior and hope 
whereby we can free ourselvs from the popish chains. I see 
Freethought and free schools expanding all over our noble 
land, and see many seeds of parochial schools blasted in the 
germ. Children drink in the sunlight of freedom, and wish 
to think for themselvs. I find the majority of our business 
men are sectarians only in name, to please their wives and to 
be on the popular side. We can look to them and the more 
enlightened part of Christians in the time of need. 

We shall gain the battle, but the enemy is strong, and we 
must not be caught napping. Truth must and will prevail. 
Let everyone with honesty of purpose who wishes to see 
our country saved from the tyrannical control of church read 
and consider the great underlying truth at stake, and come 
out as a propagandist to awaken the great mass to a sense of 
their duty. No resistance of law, no force, until all peaceful 
means shall hav failed. To me, law is the sympathetic tie 
that binds each American citizen to the one great family 
known as the American republic. The God of Nature does 
nothing by force, but by his great laws he controls the 
universe. ; A. D. Swan. 


Ox BOARD SPANISH STEAMER, MIGUEL M. biden) 
Sept. 29, 1887. 

FrELLow TnurH Sxxxrrs: This gloomy, damp, foggy 3 
P.M. finds us seated at the table on board an ocean steamer, 
slowly and smoothly steaming down New York bay. Isus- 
pect that, so soon as we may hav crossed the bar and reached 
the bounding billows of the Atlantic, things may not be quite 
80 smooth with us as they now are—though a good stirring 
up of the stomach may redound somewhat to the welfare of 
the passengers, of whom there are very few on board. 

We, myself and son, George Samuel, expect to arrive at 
Barcelona, Spain, on or about the 25th prox., from which 
point we, under the vigilance of our noble pilot, Eugene, 
propose to let you all hear from us. We are somewhat sad on 
embarking again from the shores of our nativ land to know 
that we leave you all again writhing under the direful effects 
of another spell of hard times, with a bountifül supply of 
herds, flocks, and crops on every hand. Shylock has again 
fastened his fangs upon your prosperity by cornering $658,- 
000,000 of your circulating medium, money, in our treasury 
at Washington, which is equal to about $11 per capita, leav- 
ing only about $7 per capita in circulation among you. 

Uncle Sam has the bone (the soil), the flesh (the laboring 
pecple), and the circulating medium, or life blood (the 
money), which, were it all in circulation, would amount to 
about $18 per capita. Now, if a man hav eighteen drops of 
blood for every ounce of bone and flesh in his body, and if, 
under such condition, his health and vigor be just medium, 
and then if eleven drops of that blood for each ounce of that 
bone and flesh be, through the rupture of a blood-vessel in 
the lower part of the leg, let out into his boot, leaving only 
about seven drops of blood, for every ounce of bone and 
flesh, circulating throughout his body, I fancy he must 
stagger just as Uncle Sam must stagger, financially or com- 
mercially, till that money that is locked up in our treasury at 
Washington may hav again been put into circulation among 
the people. 

I fancy that I now perceive that the Republico-rebel wing 
of the Democro-Republico-rebel party, the G. A. R., are going 
to endeavor to plunge the people into another horrid and 
bloody war. That wing of that party, through treason to its 
adherents, elected Grover Cleveland to the presidency in 

1884, and on the 4th of March, 1885, they surrendered the 
reins of government into the hands of treacherous, trai- 
torous, unconstitutionally pardoned rebels. Those rebels 
will, in 1888, as they did in 1860, permit that Republico-rebel 
wing to elect the president, and then, to be even with them, 
count him out eight to seven, and then, if it becomes neces- 
sary, use that $653,000,000 of our money that is in our 
treasury to fight him out, while the G. A. R. will rally to his 
support and try to fight him in. The only difference that I 
am able to discern between our last war and the one now ap- 
proaching is that the other was sectional while this one will 
be neighbor against neighbor throughout the entire country, 
and our towns and cities will smoulder in ashes, and then, 
when the smoke may hav passed away, the surviving poor 
people will be industriously at work, at good pay, rebuild- 
ing. Now,is that the way our affairs should be managed ? 
Remember that the most efficient weapon ever wielded by 
man, the ballot, is in the hands of the poor people, and, if 
they will hut consider and vote for the laboring man's candi- 
date, they will so effectually chop up both wings of the Dem- 
ocro-Republico-rebel party, and throw them into such con- 
fusion, that they cannot precipitate the people into a war. 
Will we do this, or will we suffer ourselvs to be driven about 
like a lot of geese, nay, buffeted about like a foot-ball be- 
tween the two wings of the old party? Time alone must re. 
veal the sagacity of the average American citizen. 

In 1860 there were 808 electoral votes in the United States. 
In order to elect a candidate to the presidency his party had 
to concentrate upon him 152 of those electoral votes, which 
would hav been a half-vote over half of the whole, a bare 
majority, and not a vote to spare. The states in which 
glavery was tolerated had 120 electoral votes, and when they 


assembled in convention at Charleston, 8. C., in April, 1860, 

they well knew that they must nominate there a man as can- 
didate for the presidency who, besides carrying the ‘solid 

South” as a unit, could command, at least, 32 electoral votes 
in the Northern states to be added to the 120 of the Southern 
states, and thus complete a majority, the number of votes 

requisit to the election of the president. They also knew 

that it was generally conceded that when Mr. Stephen A. 

Douglass withdrew from the canvass in 1856, at Cincinnati, 

and cast his influence in favor of James Buchanan, that in- 

fiuence amounted to about 45 electoral votes in the Northern 
states; and that if Mr. Douglass could be nominated, har- 
moniously, by that Charleston convention in 1860, he would 
carry the Southern states as a unit, and wield an influence 
among the so-called Democrats of the North to an extent 
much greater than 45 electoral votes, because many of our 
fellow-citizens do not regard right or wrong when voting, if 
they can only be sure of voting on the winning side. Thus 
the Democro-rebel wing of the Democro-Republico-rebel party 
had a positiv certainty in the election of the president, had 
they only desired to do so. But no, they desired only to 
create an excuse under which they might succeed in leading 
the gawky element of their section into a bloody war that 
might, and did, afford ample fun for the bedbug element of 
that section of our country. In its incipiency the Republican 
party was honest, but the capitalistic tricksters managed 

to throng its ranks with such Buchananites as were the 
Grants and the Shermans, and then hav them to so manage 
military matters as to prolong the war, and increase the 
public debt to the end that the capitalistic element might 
levy a withering, blighting tribute upon the industries of our 
people in the form of interest upon money which the capital- 
ist had loaned to the government to aid it to protect his own 
life, liberties, and property, so that it soon sank to the level of 
the Republico-rebel wing of the Democro-Republico-rebel 
party. The rank and file of this party hav been and now 
are honestly inclined, but they were such veritable gawkies 
that they never beheld the vast trickery that was concen- 
trated, at the beginning of the slavemonger’s rebellion, in. 
that executiv order of Mr. Lincoln, calling out 75,000 men 
for ninety days to suppress a rebellion of 650,000 well-armed 
rebel troops fighting within their homes. . 

. My fellow-gawkies, permit me to say to you that a Union 
that is not worth preserving promptly would far better be 
dissolved, and that the continual study of the capitalistic 
element is to the end that they may enslave the wealth- 
producing element. 

By permiting rebels to vote, and by *'removing disabil- 
ities," ha, ha, ha! ev post facto, unconstitutionally, and, there- 
fore, in anarchy, the Republico-rebel wiug of the Democro- 
Republico-rebel party cheated and defrauded the rank and 
file of its members, and stung itself to death, as did the Dem- 
Ocro-rebel wing of that party in 1860, and for the same pur- 
pose—war and bonds. 

Whenever a political: party stings itself to death wilfully, 
it should never again be reinstated ; the new party's candi- 
date should be sustained by the people, as they should hav 
voted for the grand old hero, Peter Cooper, in 1876. 

In this letter I propose to try to attract your attention to 
a very fatal defect in our United States Constitution, and so 
important is it that Iam at a loss for language in which to 
impress that importance upon the minds of the poor and the 
middle classes of our citizens. It is this: I think that Sec- 
tion 9 or 10 of Article I. of that document provides that no 
state shall emit bills of credit. According to the standard 
law lexicographer, Bouvier, a bill of credit is a promis to 
pay, emitted by a state, intended to circulate as money, 
bearing no interest, and redeemable at a future date. If the 
state were permitted to emit bills of credit whenever the 
money-changers might prevail upon our Congress to permit 
them to corner the money as they hav now done in our 
treasury at Washington, the state could emit bills of credit 
that might be made receivable for taxes, and, while not a 
legal tender, to circulate as money, and thus, in her sovereign 
capacity, she could throw the mantle of protection around 
the industries of her people, and save them from the blight- 
ing effects of a money panic. But, it was held by the 
framers of that Constitution that, were a state permitted to 
emit bills of credit, although it might alleviate the sufferings 
of her people while writhing under the effects of a money 
panic, she, in her consequent prosperity and happiness,. 
might, unmindful of consequences, go on emitting bills of 
credit, and thereby hand down to posterity a great indebted- 
ness in the form of bills of credit, and that thus generations 
yet unborn would be compelled to writhe under an onerous 
and burdensome taxation for the purpose of liquidating a 
debt with the contraction of which they had nothing to do, 
which would be a fiagrant trespass upon the grounds of 
equity and duty to posterity. 

Now, if those framers of that Constitution intended to 
prohibit the state from emitting bills of credit, and at the 
same time permit her to emit bonds—a kind of double and 
twisted interest-bearing bills of credit not intended to circu- 
late as money and alleviate the sufferings of the people on 
account of any stress in the money market, but, on the con- 
trary, to be locked up in the coffer of some shylock in Ber- 
lin, London, or New York, that, like a leech applied to a 
man already staggering from loss of circulating medium 
(blood), he may, by way of interest on those bonds, levy a 
withering, blighting tribute upon the withered prosperity of 
the people of the state owing the money under those bonds— 
then, it seems to me that the people could hav had no greater 
enemies than the framers of the Uuited States Constitution. 
But, my fellow truth seekers, I don’t believe it. I don’t 
think they ever intended that a state should emit a bond. I 
hold that all our state bonds are unconstitutional, null, and 
void, and should be repudiated by the people of the states, 
though I would never advise them to repudiate a just and 
lawful debt. GEzonex NEWTON. 


are most unwilling to die, are such as hav : 
lived to no purpose, who hav rather breathed 
than lived. 

As the sword of the best-tempered metal 
is most flexible, so the truly generous are 
most pliant and courteous in their behavior 
to their inferiors. E 

Marriage is the strictest tie of perpetual 
friendship, and there can be no friendship 
without confidence, and no confidence with- 
out integrity; &nd he must expect to be 
wretched who pays to beauty, riches, or po- 
liteness that regard which only virtue can 
claim. . 

Ah! when a man is dead, and you are sure 
that he is out of the way, you can afford to 
praise him. It is when men are living that 
we are not charitable. I hav not the least 
particle of prejudice against the thistles that 
were on my placelast year. It is those that 
are there now that I don't like. | 
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— Children’s Corner. 
= Drar Mrs Wixow: I thought I would 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixos, Fall, write you a letter to let you know I am a 


" ommunications little Freethinker boy, eight years old. My 
a sepe. bdo: x titii for papa takes Tue Teura SEEKER, and I read 


the letters in the Children’s Corner. Papa is 
going to hav Mr. Reynolds here to lecture 
next week; we are all going to hear him.. If 
you can read this letter, I would like to see it 
in print. This is my first letter to anybody. 
Good-bye for this time. Jounniz Botton. 


Fowrn, O., Dec. 4, 1887. 
Drar Miss Wixon: I hav been reading in 
Tue TRUTH SEEKER, and I see there is a 
column for children, so I thought I would 
write you a few lines. I am ten years old, 
and never wrote very much. My mamma 
and papa do not take Tue TRUTH SEEKER, 
but my grandpa does, and I like to read the 
papers. I think the pictures are nice; the 
monkey is too funny for anything. Well, I 
guess this is long enough for the first time. 
I hope there will be space in one corner for 
this. I remain, 
Ever your friend, Serra WALKER. 


Denver, Cor., Dec. 8, 1887. 

Dear Miss Wrxon: I enjoy our Corner so 
much that I often wish there was a Free- 
thou -ht paper all Corner. 

But I havn't yet seen a letter in which 
mention is made of the books which our boys 
and girls read. 

This may not seem such a great omission 
to all as it seems to me, to whom the very 
word ‘‘ read” is fascinating in itself. 

Just at present we are journeying through 
Europe with Bayard Taylor, as all must who 
read his ** Views Afoot.” 

I often think that they who travel ‘‘on 
nothing certain a year” can appreciate what 
they see better, and tell us more about it, 
than they who travel at ease, and pretty 
often, I guess, only ‘‘to pass away time.” 
For, as Bayard Taylor says, “the difficulties 
and inconveniences are soon forcotten, while 
the many pleasures are ever pleasant mem- 
ories.” 

Then, there are Nathaniel Hawthorne’s 
“ True Stories" of Bejamin West, the great 
Quaker artist; Isaac Newton, the scientiat ; 
our own Benjamin Franklin, and a host of 
others who hav done so much to make this 
century what it is. 

I am sure every boy and girl mast love 
these stories, and also Hawthorne’s ‘t Wonder- 
book," ‘Great Stone Face,” and “Snow 
Image.” And there are Emerson’s ** Oracles.” 
Was ever anything more trpe and beauti- 
ful than this stanza from his poem ‘ Each 
and All?” 

Ithought the sparrow's note from heaven; 

Singing at dawn on the alder bough. 

Ibrought him home ; in his nest at even, 

e sings the same song, but it pleases not now. 

For I did not bring home the river and sky; 

He sang to my ear, they sang to my eye. 

And these are but & grain from the inex- 
haustible mine which so many great men hav 
been preparing for us for so many years, and 
where I hope much '' prospecting" may be 
done and reports made in our Corner. 


Lavra Prior STrEwAxT (15 years). 


(We would call particular attention to the 
above from one of our best, and, we would 


Science Column. 


About the Porpoise. 

And so you thought it was a fish. Why 
did you think so? Because it livs in the 
water ? A ec 

But you must know that not all creatures 
are fish that find a home in the water. 

But you say the porpoise has some ways 
like a fish. That may be, but he is an animal, 
nevertheless. . 

How do we know that ? 

Well, instead of gills, the porpoise has 
lungs, and he wants air to breathe in them. 
Fish hav gills simply, and can liv upon the 
oxygen gas that is in the water. 

But you say the porpoise can liv beneath 
the water, the same as a fish. How is that? 

I'll tell you how he does it. 

Right on the top of his head there is an 
opening shaped like a half-moon. Coming 
up to thesurface of the water, Pop! flies open 
this aperture, and out comes the air from the 
creature's lungs, and in rushes the new air, 
the cover closing over the ** blow-hole,” as it 
is called, so quickly that no water can come 
in, and down goes Mr. Porpoise again be- 
neath the water, swimming along by means 
of his muscular tail, never stopping his course 
at all in his queer way of breathing. 

Then, he belongs to the order of mammals. 

You know the meaning of the word mam- 
mal, of course, for you hav been told it 
before. ~ 

Our sweet word mamma is derived from it. 

The mother porpoise givs birth to her little 
ones the same as cats, dogs, and other mam- 
mals on land. The young of the fish, you 
know, are born from the.egg or spawn. The 
porpoise nurses her babies, and only one is 
born at a time, while a great many fish babies 
are hatched from fish eggs. 

The porpoise mamma has nice, sweet milk 
for her little ones, while baby-fishes eat in- 
sect3 and small grubs and mites. 

So, by these differences, we know the por- 
poise is not a fish. It belongs to the family 
known as Cetacea, to which order also belong 
the various kinds of whales. : 

The porpoise has a large, round head, a 
good brain, and is said to be highly intel- 
ligent. It has a large jaw, and as many as 
eighty or ninety teeth. The oil extracted 
from the jaw of the porpoise is valuable. 

What does it liv upon? 

Fish mostly, as its home is in the water. 
It is fond of the fat fish, like mackerel, sal- 
mon, herring, and can eat twenty or thirty at 
one meal. 

The flesh of the porpoise is very rich as 
food for man, and resembles that of the pig, 
and it is sometimes called, from a fancied 
resemblance to that animal, the hog-fish, sea- 
hog, puffing-pig, etc., and in the water they 
look like black pigs. 

They are good-natured, merry creatures, 


* Between the dark and tbe daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Ohildren's Hour.” 


The Farmers’ Wives. 


We hav sung of the joys of farmers’ boys, 
And the beauty of farmers’ girls; 

Of the farmer, too, in his overalls blue, 
Dark eyes, and chestnut curls. 

It's the strangest thing that none will sing 
Of the wasted, martyred lives, E 

Of the pallid face, of the worn-out race 
Of the weary farmers! wives. 


When we recollect that the sad neglect, 
And the ceaseless war and strain, 

Giv a big per cent to the mad-house sent 
With a worn-out spine and brain, 

It's time to think of woman's illa, 
As constantly she drives; 

It’s time to sing with a doleful ring 
Of the pale-faced farmers’ wives. 


She is the first who wakes when daylight breaks, 
And the last to sleep at night; 
No noon-day hours, no rest through showers— 
The weather is always right. 
Like a blind horse bound to a ceaseless round, 
No matter how hard she strives, 
She is never through—there is lots to do 
For the busy farmers’ wives. 


The brawny boys, through toil and noise, 
Grow up to man’s estate, 

And one by one, toward the setting sun, 
Pass through the old farm gate; 

And the rosy girls, with smiles and curls, 
Pass out to brighter lives, 

And leave behind, with tear-drops blind, 
The hopeless farmers’ wives. > 


While the farmer’s health and the farmer’s wealth 
Hav grown, he cannot tell > 
For his very life what ails his wife— 
She is never of late quite well. 
To his great surprise ** she up and die; !” 
He into his coffer dives; 
In a rosewood box her form he locks, 
And she sleeps with the farmers’ wives. 


Now, wouldn’t it be financially 
(Forgiv me if I ask it) - 
More wise to giv, while your wife doth liv, 
A rest, than a rosewood casket? 
Let her get out-doors when the sunshine pours, 
In happy walks and drives ; 
You will find it worse to hire a hearse 
For your worn-out farmers’ wives. 


And do not laugh at the epitaph 
That I for her would write : 

“O holy judge ! what killed this drudge 
Was keeping her milk pans bright, 

For years she strove with a cooking stove, 
With poor health long oppressed ; 

To her weary soul, even this poor hole 
Will seem a heavenly rest.” 

——— eee 


. * Ah-Goo.” ` 


Vot vas id mine baby vas trying to say, 

Vheh I goes to hees crib at der break of der day? 
Und oudt vrom der blanket peeps ten leedle toes, 
So pink und so shveet as der fresh blooming rose, 
Und twisting und curling dhemselva all aboudt, 
Shust like dhey was saying, “Ve vant to get 
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THE STORY HOUR. 
A Book for Children and Youth. 


BY MISS SUSAN H. WIXON. 
.Over a hundred fine illustrations. 


BOOKS FUR CHILDREN. 


Apples of Gold.. A Story-Book for 

the Young Folks. By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Seeond edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued ata reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage, This new edition has a 
photograph of the author which adds very 

much to the value of the volume. ' 


Bible Inquirer. A Key to Bible In- 


vestigation. Revised Edition. This pamphlet 
refers specifically to 148 Bible propositions. 
with numerous references. and citations, tha 
are contradicted in terms by the same number 
of other propositions ip the same book. Price 
aE onis. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. Susan H. Wixon. Without Super- 
stition. he Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children’s Story-Book ever issued. 66full-page 
and 35 smaller illustrations; large t e, heavy 
toned paper, broad margins, uminate: 
covers; 4to. 224 pp., bds., $1, 


Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 
` the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


The Youth's Liberal Guide. By 
Prof. H, M. Kottinger, A.M, Price; $1.00. This 
volume aims at the education of youth in the 

rinciples of Freethought, at the same time 
hat it inculeates moral duties and human 
rights from a standpoint of pure reason and 
gommon. sense. ddress THE TRUTH 
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ROMANTIC LOVE 
AND 
PERSONAL BEAUTY. 


THEIR 
Development, Causal Relations Historic and 
National Peculiaritie:. 
BY HENRY T. FINCK. 
12mo., cloth, «2. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


oudt !? 1 i wish, more frequent correspondents. We trust z 
Vhile dot baby look oup, mit dose bright eyes s0 | her hint may arouse our boys and girls to | and I hav heard my father tell many times of 
plue: j À : B ESIA a 
Und don’d could say nodings; shust only: write and tell us just what books they are | their playing in the water’ like children, and 


running races with the vessels. Quantities of 
fine oil are obtained from the porpoise, and 
its skin makes a nice kind of leather. 
Porpoises like being near the shore, and on 
the European coasts, where they are quite 
common, are often seen rooting near the 


reading. Books treating of travels, biography, 
history, poetry, are good reading for these 
long winter evenings, and, with pleasant, in- 
structiv stories of standard merit, will help to 
.while away many a weary hour. Let us hear 


“  Ah-Goo !” 


Vot vas id mine baby was dinking aboudt, 

Vhen dot thumb goes so quick in his shveet leedle 
mout, 

Und he looks right avay like he no understandt 

Der reason he don'd could quite shvallow hees 


Stareoptionn z Sale 


he Stereopticon and Views which D. M. 


from others of the books they are reading.— i i 
handt; : d Bennett purchased in Europe on his Around- 
Und he digs mit dhose fingers righdt into hees | Ep. C. C.] water's edge, with their odd-shaped noses or tio odd trip are for alee The instrument 
eyes, E snouts. 8. H. W. ; 


is a very fine one and the views are among 
the most rare and beautiful ever made. 


Vhich fills hees oldt fader mit fear and surbrise; 
Und vhen mit dhose shimnasdic tricks he vas 


Rozzrr F. Berr, Sydney, N. S. W., Aus-| Quxstions._State the difference between the 


porpoise and tbe fish. By what means does the 


droo, tralia.—We know of no regular lesson-book Th f fi i 
; k porpoise breathe? To what order does he belong? ey are some four or five hundred in num- 
He lay back and erow, and SECHS budt, for the use especially of Secular Sunday-| What word is derived from mammal? Do por- ber. The whole outfit, complete and in work- 
Ah-Goo! schools. There are few such schools in the | 29!8e8 nurse their young? How are fishes born? |. : y A 
M Xu aot dhmall bah cafe es RS ANS 8 in We | What is the family name of the porpoise? What | ing order, wil be sold for what the views 
ot pis edid shma. y samite vhen he's | United States. The Truth Seeker Company other prx animals helong to this familet De- | alone would cost. Address 
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More hae he dhreams he vas hafng some | ate published a book of selections and songs | Nothing shows greater abjectness of spirit CAPTAINS OF INDUSTRY! 


than a haughty demeanor toward inferiors. 

No cord or cable can draw so forcibly, or 
bind so fast, as love can do with a single 
thread. Í 

Many men claim to be firm in their princi- 
ples when really they are only obstinate in 
their prejudices. 

Ingratitude is, of all crimes, what in our- 
selvs we account the most venial—in others 
the most unpardonable. 

The strongest friendships hav been formed 
in mutual adversity, as iron is most strongly 
united by the fiercest flame. 

Polish is easily added if the foundations 
are Strong; but no amount of gilding will be 
of use if your timber is not strong. 

Sir Thomas More wrote in his journal: **I 
make it my business to wish as little as I can, 
except that I were wiser and better." 

They who are most weary of life, and yet 


Men of Business Who Did Something Besides 
Making Money. À Book for Young Americans. 


BY JAMES PARTON, 


Price, - >» = - $1.25, 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Plana. Naw York. 


THE STRUGGLE 


for use in Liberal Sunday.schools. We hav 

not seen the book, but think it might be what 

you require for your classes.—En. C. C. 
——— — —9-—— — — —. 


The Indian and the Feather. 

An Indian who had always been accus- 
tomed to rest his head on a stone, as he slept 
at night, heard that white men used pillows 
made of feathers, and that they were far 
better.than thoae on which he and his father 
had been wont to sleep. He was very doubt- 
ful about this statement, but decided to try it 
foroaceina small way. As night came on, 
therefore, he caught a bird, and plucking a 
feather he laid it on his pillow of stone. But 
his one night’s experience with his one bother- 
ing feather decided him against the white 
man’s rest, and he went back to his old 
method of sleeping with his head pillowed 
simply on a stone, 


I feeds dot oldt nurse mit creen abbles some day, 
Und dhen eef she shmiles, I pelief vot she say ; 
Vhen dot baby got cramps he find somedhing to do 
Oxcept shmile, und blay, und keep oup hees 
* Ah-Goo !? 
Iask me, somedimes, vhen I looks in dot crib, 
“ Vill dot plue-eyed baby, dot’s pooling my hair, 
Know all vot I knows aboudt drouble und .care ?” 
Dhen I dink off der vorldt, mit its pride und its 
sins, 
Und I vish dot mineself und dot baby vas twins, 
Und all der day long I haf nodings to do 
But shust laugh und crow und keep saying, 
“ Ah-Goo !” 
—Cnharles Follen Adams, 
to ———— —— 


The Moon and Potatoes. 

“In what quarter of the moon do you 
plant your potatoes?" asked one farmer -f 
another. *'I plant my potatoes in well ma- 
nured and well plowed soil, and not in the 
moon at all or any part of it,” he replied.— 
Hachange. 


Religious and Political Liberty. 


In which the author shows the repeated attempts 
of men of every age to acquire greater political 
liberty ; also vigorously attacks tbe very founda- ` 
tion of the religion of every age; dwelling at 
length upon the wrongs of Ireland, and, in detail- 
ing the account of slavery in this country, calls 
the attention of thinking men and women to the 
position of womankind in America. Throughout 
the work is replete with astounding facts and 


weighty arguments which cannot fail to interest 
the minds of this age. 


By THEO. O. SPENCER. 
Cloth, 12mo., 138pp.; price 75 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
38 Lafayette Place, New York, 
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J. E. Remsburg's Works. 


False Claims; Revised and Enlarged. 


Price, 10 cents singly; 75 cents per dozen. Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. Among 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and 
showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries; the Church and Civilization; the 
Ohurch and Science; the Church and Learning; 
the Ohurch and Liberty; the Church and the 
Antislavery Reform ; the oman’s Rights 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
Church and the Republic. 


Bible Morais. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture Falsehood and 
Deception; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars of 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman: 
Tukiuetness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 
Blavery; Polygamy; Intemperance; Poverty 
and Vagrancy; Ignorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. rice, single copies, 25 cents ; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discount on larger quantities. 

Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 
and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view, Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Scriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Sun ay Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 

: bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
abb ath during the Middle Ages; The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 25 cents ; six copies: $1.00. 

Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 
ligious and Political Liberty. Tells the stor 
of the Author-Hero’s life, delineates the lead- 
ing traitg of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the agpersions cast upon 

: it, Obolve extracts from ‘Common Sense,” 
t American Crisis,” “Rights of Man,” and “Age 
of Reagon ” are given ; also, tributes to Paine’s 
character from more than one hundred noted 
persons of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressiy for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, Printed on fine tinted paper, 
neatly bound, and containing a handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price: paper, 50 cents; 
cloth, 75 cents. : 

Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
oline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
6 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 


The Apostie of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N. E. Free- 
thinkers’ Convention. January 29,1884. Price, 


10 cents. OHR TRUTH SEEKER 00. 


ASHORE LESSON IN HISTORY 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 

` always opposed it. - 


Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen, 50 cents ; 
twenty-five copies for $1; one nunirea s pl~s for 
$3. Wo wish that the friends of Freethought would 
distribute thousands of these telling picvu res. 


orality; Criminal Statistica, . 


A SPLENDID WORK. 
Mr. Charles Eckhard, treasurer of the American 
Seeular Union, has published 


| THE NINE DEMANDS 


in a more attractiv form than any in which they 
hav previously appeared, At the head of anen- 
graving on heavy plate paper, 24x19 inches, are 
the cabinet-sized likenesses of JEFFERSON, 
WASHINGTON, and PAINE, the Fathers of our 
Republic. At the sides are FRANKLIN and 
JOHN ADAMS, and between these two are 
printed the Nine Demands of the American Secu- 
lar Union in conspicuous type. At the foot are 
LAFAYETTE, GIRARD, and INGERSOLL, 
making eight likenesses in all Inscribed be- 
neath each portrait is some radical sentiment 
quoted from the author pictured overit. In the 
space between the portraits and around them are 
arabesques of vines and flowers in profusion, and 
the panel inclosing the Nine Demands is sur- 
mounted on each corner by Mr. Eckhard's design 
of the flag above the cross. The whole makes an 
exceedingly handsome work for framing. The 
artistic part is equal to thé best, and the portraits 
are a8 true to:nature ag the photographs from 
which they were transferred. The design will be 
sent postpaid by mail for $1 by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., , 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


KCONOMIC EQUITIES. 


A OOMPEND OF THE NaTURAL Laws or In- 


DUSTRIAL PRODUOTION AND 
EXOHANGE. 


By J. K. Ixnaarrs, author of “ Social Wealth.” 
. Price, 25 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLUS 


Great Centennial Oration 
ON THE 


Declaration of independence, 


ALSO THE 
Immortat Document, 


And the National Anthem entitled: 
“LAND OF LIBERTY.” 


Price, 6 cts; 5 copies, 25 cts; 25 copies, $1. 


Address Tug TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


ELEMENTS 


UNIVERSAL HISTORY 


FOR 
HIGHER INSTITUTES IN REPUBLICS AND 
FOR SELF-INSTRUCTION. 


, By Prof. fà. M. Couinger, A.M. 


This book is just what the busy world of to-day 
needs—a perfect compendium of icon 2,000 
Years B.C., on up to 1883; all in a nutshell.— Eimína 
Stenker. " 

As a text-book in schools, the book would occupy 
an important place; in the family it would be no 
less important, as conveying information that all 
should be acquainted with.—Susan Wixon. 

Mr. Cottinger’s intentions in writing this book 
are excellent, and his standpoint admirable; it may 
be commended as fulfilling its purpose of a con- 
cise and interesting historical text-book,—Milwau- 
kee Sentinel. 
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Isa Stunch Lrjiuci und a Success- 
ful Physician. 


The BetterWay.of Cincinnati, O., says, “ We are 
assured that Dr. Fellows, the eminent specialist of 
Vineland, N. J.,is an educated gentleman of su- 
perior mind and large attainments, and that suc- 
cess in his profession has brought him business, 
not only from all parts of this country, but from 
foreign shores. He is in the prime o? life and 
able to transact his various professional duties 
promptly and well and giv satisfaction in every 
instanoe; His references are numbered by thou- 
sands.” 

Dr. Fellows treats all those peculiar diseases 
resulting from indiscretion and ignorance of 
youth. Those who are ailing should send 10 cents 
for the Dr.’a little Dook setting forth an EXTERNAL 
APPLICATION—a positiv cure. 

dress DR. R. P. FELLOWS, 


i ineiand, N. J. 
IF- Mention this paper. 


KERSEY GRAVES’S WORKS. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 
Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cents. 


Bible of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thonsand biblical errors in science, 
morals, religion, and general events. . 
delineation of the characters of the principal 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their doctrins. Price, 1.75. 


The World's Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 
origin of all the doctrines, principies, precepts, 
and miracles of the Christian New Testament, 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many of 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 
history of sixteen oriental crucified gods. 1.50. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


N.S. BELL'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Conflict between Christianity 
and Civilization. 


PRICE, -~ - + - = = 15 CENTS. 


It i8 a stunner; concise, scholarly, and good.— 
M ilings. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 


^ PRICE, 15 CENTS. 

Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. 

Iam much pleased with your address, and will 
notice it in Man.—T. B. Wakeman. , 

A beautiful pamphlet of 36 pages. Itis a very 
able paper, and deserves wide dissemination. —The 

ge. 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
' PRICE, 20 CENTS. 


The number of heads under which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which each point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
ltake great pleasure in recommending '* Anti- 
Prohibition "to the consideration of every, person 
who i8 interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self-government.— 
J. J. McCabe. 


For sale at this office. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


Saints and Sinners. 10 cents. 
The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price,1.2 CONTENTS : 

ection I. Definition of Freethought and its 
Early Struggles tor Life. Section If. What it 
Owes to Mohammedanism. Section IU. Free- 
thought Martyrs and Oonfessors. Section IV. 
Freethought in Contlict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Bec- 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine. 
teenth Century. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construc- 
, tiv. 22 pages in cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christian Evidences Criticised. A 
reply to the “*Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh.  Con- 
tents: The Origin of Christianity ; The Histori- 
cal Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 
Prophecies ; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. : 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are published at the low price of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible; Freethought and 
Modern Progress; Christianity, its Natureand 

tluence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and Bible ‘Antagonistic; 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all o 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER; 28 Lafayette Place, New York. z 


WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


50 ctg. 
25 cts. Biblical Errors and Secular Truths. 25 
cts. Two Revelations. 5cts. Bible Horrors; or, 
Real Blasphemy. 5 cts. Bible Makers. 6 cts. 
Bible Saints—Nos. 1, 2, and 3. Each 5 cts. Moses 
vs. Darwin, 5 cts. Socrates, Buddha, and Jesus. 
5 cta. Christianity a Degrading Religion. 5 cts. 
Fictitious Gods. 5 cts. Natural Man. 5 cts. 
The Old Faith and the New. 5cts. Bruno and 
Spinoza. 5cts. The Bible God and His Favorits. 
50cts, Miracle-Workers. 5 cts. Health, Wealth, 
and Happiness. 5cts. The Brain and the Soul, 
5cts. Nature and the Gods. 5cts. Design and 
Natural Selection, 5cts. Man and the Lower 
Animals, 5 cts. i 

Address Watts and Oo., 17 Johnson's Court, 
E.O., London, Eng. 


Bible Temperance: 


LIQUOR DRINKING 


Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
by the Bible, 


BY E.C. WALKER. 


This i8 a companion book to Remsburg’s “ Bible 
Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


RUPTURES CURED; 


myMedical Compound and Improved 
Elastic Supporter Truss in from 30 to 
90 days. Reliable references given. Send 
stamp for circular, and say in what papet 
you saw my advertisement. Address Capt 


W, A Collings, Smithville, Teffarson Oe, 


offer them at FIFTEEN OENTS EACH; 
THREE FOR FORTY OENTR. 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Ingersoll's Tributes. 


REDUCED IN PRICE. 
We hav made arrangements whereby we can 


offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
soll's at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi 

nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- 
ing. The titles are: 


The Vision of War, « 


The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller?s Grave. 
The price of these heretofore has been 75cts. We 
THE 
Mailed secure 


Lafayette Pi., New York. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. GARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Miss Gardener are for sale 


at this office. Price,40c.; with autograph, 50 cts. 


ROMANISM, 
DANCER | AHEAD. 


The Reason Why a Good Roman Catholie 


Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


Prios, - - + = «= 40 Crnts. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


TYRY-SQUARE; 


oR, : 
The Chureh of Practical Religion. 


BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Bawyer; the pastor, having established 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other- 
wise. The book is written in well-chosen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


For sale at this office. Price, $1.00. 


DID JESUS CHRIST RISE FROM 
THE DEAD? 
The Hoidences for the Resurrection Tried 
and Found Wanting. -~ 
By Saladin. 


PRIOE, - e 25 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


The Trinity, from Gibbon’ History of Christianity. 


History of Christianity 


: A VINDICATION 


of some passages in the “ History of the Decline and 
Fall ofthe Roman Empire” by 


EDWARD GIBBON, Esq. 


With a Life of Gibbon, preface and notes by the editor, 
including critical notes by Guizot, Milman, Wenck, 

t an “English Churchman,” and other scholars. 

1 vol. 12 mo, 864 pp. Cloth. With 65 engravings.- $1.50 

This book shows when, where, and how Christianity 
originated, who were its founders, and what were the 
sentiments, manners, numbers, and condition of the 
primitive Christians. 

“I know of no book that contains more real and val 
uable information upon the origin of Christianity.'-* 
R. G. INGERSOLL. : 2 

“ One of the most learned and interesting books ev@ 
written and published.” —Boston Investigator. 


FOR SALE AT TRUTH SEEKER OFFICK. , 
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Obituary. 
From the Boston Investigator. 

Died, in Fall River, Mass., Nov. 20, 1887, 
after a long illness, Capt. Lemuel Hall, aged 
69 years. ae 

Captain Hall was a man of sterling charac- 
ter, whose loyalty, integrity, and upright con- 
duct was acknowledged by all who knew 
him. He was a nativ of Cape Cod, and dur- 
ing his earlier years was a well-known sea- 
captain. 

Naturally of a reflectiv turn of mind, he 
carefully examined the various creeds and 
dogmas of the world, and early arrived at the 
conclusion that myth and miracle were un- 
necessary for the advancement of humanity. 
For many years he hus been known as a fear- 
less, outspoken Liberal. : 

He was a great admirer of the principles 
advocated by thé Investigator and TRUTH 
SEEKER, and was a long time subscriber to 
those papers. He ‘was, also, a stockholder 
in the Paine Memorial Building. He had 
no sympathy with priests or churches, with 
hypocrisy or shams of any kind, and it was 
his well-known and frequently expressed re- 
quest that Miss Susan H. Wixon, whom he 
held in high esteem, should’ be the speaker 
on the occasion of his funeral services. This 
wish, however, was disregarded, and a cler- 
gyman who could not voice the sentiments 
of the dead Liberal was employed in her 
stead. 

His voiceless lips can never speak again, 
but his entire life is a perpetual reminder of 
the principles of truth, honor, and goodness. 

Captain Hall was thrice married. He leaves 
a widow and two sons, besides a large circle 
of relativs and friends, to regret the loss of 
a noble man and most worthyeand respected 
citizen, who faithfully and honorably filled 
every relation or position in life that he was 
called to occupy. 


An honest man haa gone to rest, 

To rise or sleep, as heaven thinks best : 

The staff of age, the.guide of youth, 

The friend of man and friend of truth, 

Few hearts like his with tenderness so warmed, 

Few heads like his with knowledge so informed; 

If there is another world, he livs in bliss; 

If there is none, he made the most of this, 
———— — —9-8-9-————— — —— 


Parochial and Publie Schools. 


From the Banner of Light. 

From the movements that are openly mak- 
ing at the present time in and around Boston, 
and in other parts of Massachusetts as well, to 
establish parochial schools that shall draw 
away the pupils of the public schools and sub- 
stitute an ecclesiastical for a purely non-eccle- 
siastical system of instruction, it is evident 
that there is a concerted plan on foot on the 
part of the Roman Catholic authorities to un- 
dermine the existing common school system, 
from which such beneficent results hav flowed, 
and to supplant it with one that owes its direct 
allegiance to the Roman hierarchy. From 
being secret and subtle the work has become 
open andavowed. The plan professedly is to 
empty the public schools of all the children of 
Catholic parents in attendauce on them in lo- 
calities where they are sufficiently numerous, 
and to set up in.their place schools that are 
under the immediate and direct government 
of the Catholic priesthood; thus paralyzing the 
public school, and openly assailing the very 
principle of its establishment. In the adjacent 
city of Malden a school has been so much 
drawn upon in this way that the local Catholic 
priest has even rented the public school-house 
6f. the aldermen, and converted it into a 
parochial school. 

It may be as well to remind the parents of 
children who are enrolled in the Catholic 
church, that while they are taxed for the sup- 
port of the parochial school, they are by no 
means for that reason released from their obli. 
gation as common citizens to support the pub. 
lic school. This is a tax that is levied on all 
alike, rich and poor, the parents of many chil- 
dren and those who hav none. Education at 
the public cost, in which all alike bear a part 
without any exemption, is the corner-stone of 
our free system, and has long constituted one 
of its chief glories. If any holy father in the 
Catholic church undertakes to set up the claim 
that the support of a parochial school saves 
his followers from the support of the common 
schools, by parity of reasoning the rich child- 
less man may set up his claim for exemption 
also, on the very same ground that he sends 
no children to the public schools, and there- 
fore cannot be held for their support. Thus 
will be seen the insidiousness of the present 
attempt to break up the existing system of 
free schools entirely, and in their place to put 
an educational system for the young that is in 
no sense whatever free, that is governed and 
directed from Rome, and unrepublican to the 


T = 
last letter. And thisis to be done in the name 
of religion exclusivly. 

Of the threatening character of this deliber- 
ately concerted attempt to destroy our pres- 
ent public school system, which has wrought 
such excellent results for the principles of 
liberty, few persons of ordinary reflection 
need to be apprised. Those who are engaged 
in it are of course intelligent enough to know 
that the public school system is an éstab- 
lished one, and cannot be supplanted by any 
other system whatever, religious or non- 
religious. It is as much a part of our repub- 
lican system of government as the air we all 
breathe is a necessity to our physical exist- 
ence. And these men, therefore, know that 
those parents whom they tax for the support 
of parochial schools are nowise absolved for 
that reason from the support of public 
schools. The latter are a responsibility im. 
posed, as we hav already said, on all citizens 
alike. If it were possible to release one man 
from his share of the common obligation 
because of his religious belief, then another 
man might with equal justice be released 
from his share for precisely the same reason, 
thus putting Protestant against Catholic, and 
inevitably working the speedy destruction of 
the existing system of free schools. Doubt- 
less that is what is aimed at, since no other 
result is possible. A war of sectaries is like. 
wise certain to be precipitated. 

Do the Protestant ministers and their fol- 
lowers realize thé situation? Do they com- 
prehend the fast-growing magnitude of the 
issue? Do they understand that by their 
insane determination to put God into the 
Constitution—as if they could put him into 
that instrument any more than he is in it 
already by formal declaration and consequent 
legislation—they are playing directly into the 
hands of the Roman hierarchy? If they do 
not know it without having it pointed out to 
them, they confess themselvs without com- 
mon intelligence and perception. For if they 
are ready to set up a religious test for our 
existing free government, which now leaves 
all such tests to the individual conscience 
alone, they will find the Roman Catholics 
equally ready to set up the same test, first in 
reference to our system of public schools, 
then in reference to the legislation required to 
sustain their claim, and finally in reference to 
the general system of our free government in 
state and nation. A warfare will then hav 
been opened on purely sectarian grounds, 
miscalled religious, that will not end until it 
has shaken the foundations of our free gov- 
ernment. What particular institutions will 
go down in the wreck which such a warfare 
will result in need not be left to conjecture. 
If anything of real and lasting value to the 
freedom of the human mind is left, it will 
only be because the Romish dynasty has 
itself grown liberal. 

Is ita picture which our orthodox zealots 
like to contemplate—so much that is perma- 
nently precious risked and lost merely that 
they may erect a professedly religious rule 
within the bulwarks of our free constitutional 
system, of which opposing sectaries will only 
be too glad to avail themselvs? Even sup- 
posing that everything sought is gained to 
religion by the experiment, is it not palpable 
that the loss to human liberty is certain to be 
far greater than any religious gain can possi- 
bly counterbalance? And it seems but the 
blind fury of fanaticism to persist in this 
course, when nothing can be plainer than 
that the precipitation of a war of sects for the 
possession of our free government is abso- 
lutely sure to work the destruction of all real 
religion among our people, and thus make 
the last state of the case worse than the first. 
This stupendous risk the zealots of orthodoxy 
are willing to run, for no better and more suf- 
ficient reason than that they are determined 
to giv to our fundamental law a religious 
character and coloring which they fancy it 
lacks. As if every sincere and honest action 
of man were not inspired to a greater or less 
degree, and is thus indubitably religious. As 
if it were possible for men to do their highest 
and best work, as in the case of our match- 
less civil contract which we call our Consti- 
tution, and at the same time fall short of the 
truest religious requirements. 


Prof. W. T. Harris, of St. Louis, well and 
widely known in connection with the public 
schools of that city and with the Concord 
School of Philosophy, recently read a paper 
before the Congregational Club, of Boston, on 
“The Part of Church and State in Educa- 
tion,” in which he greatly clarified a much 
confused subject. From personal experience 
and studious observation he may be supposed 
to possess a thorough knowledge of it. He 
speaks of the existing tendency of the public 


school should be the scientific spirit, believing 


abortiv if made subject to church authority. 
‘Investigation is not to be controled by the 


represses inquiry. And, on the other hand, 
keep-the Bible in the public schools is hardly 


which is magnified far beyond its merits. 
The several branches of the Christian church 
are plainly severing their connection with the 
public schools, and the feeling is rapidly 
gaining ‘strength that church and school 
should not be affiliated. 

But this does not necessarily imply, in Dr. 
Harris’s opinion, that the schools shall be god- 
less, according to the unreflecting: apprehen- 
sions of many people who exclusivly profess 
to be religious. The influence of the public 
$chools is more activ to-day for morality than 
it ever was before, but instead of being a 
merely professional morality it is of the kind 
that shows itself in character and: conduct 
more than in separate religious acts. The 
union of the church with the school is not in 
the church's line of business, which is: at 
liberty to take up the best work which the 
school can do and proceed with it according 
toits ideas of a higher moral. and spiritual 


to teach morals, although a healthy niorality 
is to be learned in them ; not to inculcate re. 
ligious ideas, although in no sense can they 
be called irreligious; but to educate young 
minds preparatory to their assuming the 
duties of citizenship. . And therefore nothing 
could be more unfortunate than to thrust in 
the side issue cf the Bible, which only givs 
the Romish priesthood the very pretext they 
need for appearing on the field in the name of 
their church. | 
That the sectarian issue is hastening toa 
final conclusion should be obvious to almost 
everyone. And orthodox zeal and sectarian 
bigotry are helping it on by undertaking the 
very work which its opponents of another 
sect would wish to hav them perform. The 
two parties, though professedly opposed, 
-could not more effectually codperate if they 
marched together under the same banner. 
Their purpose is certainly a common: one, 


united. They may appear to be contestants 
at the beginning, but they will not proceed far 
before it will become plain that they are prac- 
tically working to the same end. Only let 
Protestants pause and reflect on the matter, 
if they will. This parochial school question 
is but the opening of the struggle. The next 
effort on the part of the Roman priesthood 
will be to control legislation in order to hold 
their position by escaping taxation for the 
support of the public school. In the balanced 
state of political parties, they hav calculated 
their chances to a nicety. And with their 
final control of legislation through party de- 
linquency and corruption, it ought to be easy 
enough to see that the work which orthodox 
-Protestantism is at present striving to perform 
for them, by changing the Constitution into 
an engin of religious authority, will be gladly 
accepted by Rome as having been performed 
on its behalf, when it finally comes into pos- 
session of political power by the balance of 
parties and turns its battery on constitutional 
freedom on this continent. i 
te 
Unitarians Must Hav Cream Cakes. 

A few weeks ago a lady in Newton was 
preparing to receive a number of Unitarian 
ministers who had come together in that pret- 
ty city on account of some conference or min- 
isterial meeting. While the hostess was put- 
ting the finishing touches to the generous 
feast, which was modestly called a luncheon, 
the wife of one of the ministers happened to 
call. After admiring the array of good things 
which were prepared for ‘‘ just. ministers all 
alone,” she suddenly cried out in an alarmed 
tone: “But, my dear Mrs. X., where are the 
cream cakes? Don't you know that a gathering 
of Unitarians without cream cakes would be 
almost as bad as a sewing circle with the tea 
left out?" Mrs. X. did notknow it before, but 
a boy was hurried off immediately to the near- 
est bake-shop, and she has now for one of her 
watch words, ‘‘ Cream cakes for Unitarians.” 
— Boston Advertiser. 


LIFE. 
A PROSE POEM. 
By R. G. INGERSOLL, 
Printed in colors on board, beveled edges. 
Price 50 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


school to emancipate itself from ecclesiastical 
authority, and thinks that the spirit of the 


that all attempts at education would prove 


church. The parochial school professedly 
the attempt of an opposit Protestant party to. 


less dangerous, because it raises a side issue 


education. The schools were established, not’ 


and therefore in the large sense they are. 


Very Cheap Pamphlets, 


We hav on haud a large number of the following 
of COLONEL INGERSOLL'S pamph!eta, which 
will be disposed of at cost, as fol'ows: 

Ingersoll Catechised: 
His Answers to a Number of Vital Questions Pro- 
pounded by the Editor of the “San Franciscan ;" 


| singly, 8 cents; per dozen, 80 cents; per hundred, 


$2.00. 

ORTHODOXY. 
A lecture, fifty-four closely printed large 12mo 
pages, 10 cents; fifteen, $1; and $6 per hundred, 


‘Civil Rights Speech. 


Including the address of Frederick Douglas, fifty- 
three-large octavo pages, singly, 10 cents; fifteen 
for $1; aad $6 per hundred. 
The Truth of Histor; .. 

This is a comment by Colonel Ingersoll upon 
the religious lies that hav been. told. about him- 
self, and first made its appearance in these col- 
umns. Price 8 cents;. 30 cents per dozer; $2 per 
hundred. 


BIBLE IDOLATRY. 
A letter Colonel Ingersoll wrote to the editor of 
the London “Secular Review." Price 8 cents; $0 
cents per doz., or $3 per hundred. . 


INGERSOLL ON McGLYNN., 
Being the comments and opinions of Mr. Inger- 
soll upon the fight in the Catholic church between 
the late pastor of St. Stephen's and his employer, 
the pope. Price 8 cents; 30 cents per: doz., or $2 
per hundred. . i . 

We suggest that these be purchased in quanti- 
ties, and given away to Ohristians, and it is with 


‘that not unreasonable expcotation that the prices 


hav been placed so low. : 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
. 38 Latayette Pl., New York. 


S. P. Putnàm's Works. 


The Problem of. the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some OCriticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts, 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00;- paper, 50 cts, 
“ A prose opio of the war, rieh with incident 
and dramatio power ; breezy from first page to 
last, with the living .spirit of to-day."—JoAn 
Swinton's Paper, 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them, Price, 10 ots. 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is erammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty."—Dm. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. . 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell, Price 25 cents. 


“Why Don’t He Lend a Hand? and 


other Agnostic Poems. : Price, 10 cta. 


Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 
version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
den, in which its superiority to the mutilated - 
copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 


cents, 
“For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OC. 


Our Flag Above the Cross. 


"This device is for 
paper and envel- - 
opes for Secular 
Unions and others, 


PRICES: 


Half-note, bvkink, — 
per quire, . .18 
Envelopes, black 
ink, per pack, .18 
Paper or envelopes 
with local ad- 
dress, 1,000, $6.00 
M Half-note, 4 colors, 
per quire, . .95 
Envelopes,4 colors, 
per pack, . .25 
Paper or envelopes 
4 colors, with lo- 
cal address, per 
1,000, . . $10.00 
Address 


Tho Truth Seeker, 
OOPYRIGHTED. 


Any profit from sales will be devoted to the free 
distribution of Liberal literature. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America 


BY A CAPITALIST. 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the present 
conditions of Society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing bow it is almost 
‘impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remedy, the author thinks. is in communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it will be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism, The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. 


Paper, 50c; cloth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


REPLY 
TO REV. L. A. LAMBERT'R 
“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.” 
By E. W. Lacy. 
A thorough exposure of the Oatholio priest's 
: i sHistorica! misstatements. 
Price, Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 cents. 
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Ingersoll’s Works. 


The Gods. Paper, ler, 50 cts; cloth, $1 
In five lectures, comprising, * «The Gods 
* Humboldt,” “Thomas Paine,” ** Tudividual- 
“ity,” and: ** Heretics and Heresies.” 
The Ghosts, Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
' SU Ooütenta: “The Ghosts,” “ Liberty for, Man; 
iWoman; and. Child,” “The Declaration of In- 
~» dependence,” . “About. Parmin Minois,” 
“The Grant Banquet,” “The Key. Alexander 
Olark,” “The Past Rises "before Me Like a 
, Dream," and ** A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll.” 
Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 
wet Glothy $1.25. 
. Jnterviews.on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
j plain iwa $135... 
What Must We: Do to Be Saved? Pa- 
lv per;25 cents, -r 
The: srs Seu Reli ion. 
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Tai 
ngersoll. REAN His Answers to 
& Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
fhe editor of the san; Lese pp cents; 2 
ents per dozen; 25 copies copies 
lona ‘of these should be EAR aon iie 


.Vindieation of. Thomas Paine from 
4 ithe attacks of the ew York Observer, by Rob- 
: . Ingersoll, ' Price, 15 cents 


: Address. ‘on the Civil Rights Bill. 

E Large size ‘octavo, paper, 10 cents. 
fngersoll’s Lectures Complete. 

und.in one volume, To meet the demand 

for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 

‘all his leoturos; except the latest on *“ Ortho- 

dozy, ? bound in.one beautiful volume, in half 

library style, &nd containing over 1,300 

; Pages, which is sold at the exceedingly: ow 
pree! of $5. Sent by mail postpaid. 

"tribut ög. There hav been so many 

‘ applications for Mr. In Med “The Vision 

.. .O0f War," the “ Grant anquot Toast: ind 
; the ‘recent address over “Little H: 

: ler’s Grave," that they hav been Harry Mi EA 

heavy toned :paper, 18x22, illuminated border, 

~ and in large, clear type, suitable for framing, 

. and the three will be forwarded to any address, 
‘for 50 ots, or either one for 15 cts. 

This 


- Prose ‘Poems and Selections. 


' 


“> spect. In fae one of the richest, b htest, 
best-ever issued, Tt contains, besides + e cel- 
ebrated.** Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
._ fore pu tiblished, and all the famous “ tributes ” 
‘heretofore printed in verious shapes but never 


Í proa ht gogethor till now, many other gems, 
^ selected: from:the speeches, e ments, leot- 
` Urag, letters, table-talks, an -to-day con- 


-yersations of the author, The ri is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
;'"' &rare personal souvenir. ‘To help it-serve this 
Er porp TpOSes ig nae eel Portrait, with sn raph 
: has been Prepared eqneciall liy, or it 
dao simil in M is cloth, b sovel lod [7 ied. gilt back 
and Bile, $2.50; inh alfi moti) èd edges, ele- 
‘gant hbrary: style Turkey mo- 
rocoo, gilt, 2 asi finer 77.50 in full tree 
OU highess possible style ànd wg $9. 
Printed 


^ Life.. .A Prose. Poem.. 
.50 cents. 


Sin .@olors.on board; beveled, gilt edges. 
~ Photogra Ws of Colonel, Ingersoll. 
cabinet, 40 cents, 
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HE TRUTH SEEKER. 
DES . : 
. -0—= 
A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York  Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 
both the slandera and 
their refutation, | 


BY ROGERT G. INGERSOLL. 
—o— 


The New York Observer (Presbyterian) mid 
. , recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this, pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication, 


TOGETHER WITH 
.A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- |" 


bed of Thomas Paine. 
BY W. H. BURR. 


. "This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


Wpp. Price 16 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


BIR BLE MYTHS e 


.Parallels in Other Religions. 


The objectof the work 18 to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning 

“Tt is unquestionably true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else 80 accessible au they are now made 
in the work before us.”—N. Y. 

1 vol. 8vo. Cloth, About 600 DARON, 


Price, $2.50, 


THE CONFESSIONAL: 
ROMISH AND ANGLICAN. 
An Exposé. 


By SALADIN. Price, 30 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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GRAND, UPRIGHT J 


By B. G. 


|Spiritualism Sustained. This work 


` new book i isa gem, ‘It is a model in Lerery re-- 


in s 


Vindicatad! 


THE 
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SY 


Unrivaled in Tone, Touch and Workmanship. 
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Factory & WAREROOMS, 


— D: 
Cor. 87th s 1886 Third AY“ xe York. 
| Gol.  Kelso's Works.| SOCIAL 'WEALTH, 


The Sole Factors and Exact Ratios in Its 
Pur For Sledge- Acquirement and Apportionment. 

hammer: Logic unsurpassed.” 8vo., 8838PP.» 

silk cloth;$3. : 


. By J. K. INGALLS. 
Deity Analyzed and the Devil's De- 


Price, ‘Cloth, coc E ; : $1 00. 
fense. A thorough analysis of the Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, ` 
claims for ihe existence of the Bible deity, and 


28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
` an examination in verse of the charges gener- 
aliy brought, against his Satanic majesty. | PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER 
DEATH IMPROBABLE. 
. By L. R. SMITH. 


Pamphlet, 32pp., 12mo, - Price, 10 cents. 
Published and for sale by 


The: Bible Analyzed. 


i goes not go far to ‘sustain Spiritualism as to 

` ghow that Ohriatians are inconsistent in deny- 

"ing ihe alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. . 


HISTORY THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT |] 
- Of Europe. THE NEW GOD. . 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 


Revised Edition—2 vole—Price, $3. 
Address THE THUTH SEEKER OO. 


HOW TO STRENGTHEN 
THE MEMORY; 


z Price 10 cents. 
Address Tam TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 


` OR, 
on . ,, BIBLE. 
Natural and Scientific Methods ofj- “A perteotiy reliable, aconrale pamphlet, Thong 
1 8, itis now known to pe 
Never F orgetting. : H. Bonn, one of our ableat: Gorrespomden ta, More 
By M. L. HOLBROOK, M.D. than 80,000 copies hav been sold, Price, 15 cents,’ 
re a rs For sale at this office. 


12mo,160pp.,.- . - = - $1.00 


dress THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
Address 28 Lafayette Pl. Now York. 


“HOSES BEFORE THE COURT ; 
The Forgery of the Old Testament: 


For the benefit of our read- 


printed d 


= = 3 rola. Tatier on t P outside. | 
#4 [hia binder allows the open- 
‘Dedicated to the clergy ing of she papers perfectly fiat. t algo allows! the 
, BY taking out T replacing E 1 ope oF mors, papers 

rom an o 
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: Becularist. ddress THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Price, 20 us, os 10 cents. lf 28 Lafayette Pl, New York. 


THIRD EDITION. 


BIBLE MYTHS, 


AND THEIR PARALLELS IN OTHER RELIGIONS: 


BEING A 


Comparison of the Old aud New Testament Myths and Miracles with those 
of Heathen Nations of Antiquity, 


QONSIDERING ALSO THEIR ORIGIN AND MEANING, 
WITH NUMEROUS ILLUSTRATIONS. 


[Heathen Lllustration of the Temptation. 
The Bundehesh (a sacred book of the Persians,) states that 
Ahuramazda after creating the first man and woman, Mashya 
and Mashyana, bade them “to be humble of heart; to observe 
the law ; to be pure in their thoughts, pure in their speech, 
pure in their actions.’ But an evil demon came to them in 
tle? form of a Sergent, sent by Ahriman, the prince of devils, 
and gave them fruit of a wonderful tree, which imparted 
immortality. Evil inclinations then entered their hearts, 
and all their moral excellence was destroyed. Conse- 
quently they fell, and forfeited the eternal happiness for 
which they were “destined. They killed beasts, and clothed 
themselves in their skins. 

BiBLE Myrus shows this to be the origin of the Hebrew 

story. l 

1 Vol. 8vo., cloth, about 600 Pages. Price, $2.50. 


Sent post-paid by the TRUTH SEEKER. 


Secretary of the American Secular Union. - 


BINDER for THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


- bers who preserve their Papers. 
i | we offer a new te of binder,’ 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 
meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and . 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions. 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 


'| Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rate 


- BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write, 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon, to the Earl 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wm. HENRY 
Busr. Price, 25cents, For sale at this office. 


WHO WANTS THEM! 


Pair Diamond Eardrops worth $400:for $280; do. 
Sry for $150; do. $120 for$80; do. $60 for $45; do. 
$40 for $28; 1 Diamond Pin. worth. $825, for $220; - 
do. $180 tor his; do. $150 for $110; do. $100 for $65; 
do. $65 for $45 do. $38 for $98, 1 Ring or Studd 
worth $185 for $140; do. $150 for $110; do. $90 for 
$65; do. 365 for $45 ; 'do. $50 for $35. A full line of 
smaller Diamond Gooda same discounts. WILL 
REFUND CASH IN FULL FOR ANY OF THE ABOVE AT 
ANY TIME DURING ONE YEAR IF NOT SATISFATORY. 
Best “Howard” Watch; Elegant. Diamond-set 
case, worth $300 for $220; similar $200 for $150; do. 
$150 for $110. Ladies’ Wat ch, 50 Diamonds, worth 
$200, for $150; do. Diamonds and Rubies, 140 for 
$100; do. $100 for $70. A full line of regular styles, 
equally low. Wedding Rings a specialty. Cab- 
inet Organs worth $150 for $75; do. $100 for $50 
Music Box, 10 airs, $32, worth $45; do. $28; do. 8. 
airs, $18 worth $25. 100 Plush and Leather Albuma, 
largest size, $1 to $10, nearly half price. 100 Plush 
oijet, Jewelry, Manicure, Shaving, and Child's 
geta, $1 to $15, same reductions.. Best Triple 
Plated Knives $3.50; Forks $3.50 per dozeu. Triple 
plated Tea-epoons $1.70; Table-apoons $3.40 per 6. 
est Spectacie or Eye-Glaas $1, Pebbles $2, Gold 
46 and 37 (Send line of finest print you:can read 
plainly at 14 inches and I can fit you). Iam an 
expert in my line—your home jeweler must hav 80 
to 50 per cent profit—I will serve you honestly and 
giv you the advantage of m PASTAS experience for 
5 to 10 per cent. OTTO ` 
ATIA Tl. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 
The. Greatest of all Anti-Bibli- 
cal Works. 

By THOMAS PAINE, 


‘The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” . 
Price, Single sS Copies, duae Bix copies for 


THE CRISIS. 

By Thomas Paine. | 
Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . . . will not leave num- 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 
ration.” 
' Price, 35 cents, 


For either of these works or a PY of of Faine’s 
writings, Address THE TRUT. KER. 


VOLTAIRES ROMANCES, 


CONTENTS :, 

= - The White Bull: A Satirical Homanvesss Zadig; 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist, —The Princess 
of Babylon.-The Man of Forty Crowns. The 
Huron ; or, the Pupil of Nature. .~-Microm 9gas.— 
The World as it pcos. The Biack and the te. 
zamnom the F Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam. Study © Nature; —A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato’s Dream. Pleasure in 
Having No Pleagure,—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 


pages, laid paper. With 6? 
engravings., Price, cloth, beveled boards, $1.50; par 
per covers, $1. b ed 


calf or half morocco, mar 
edges; $4.00. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE DAWNING, 


A NOVEL. 
* Oh, heaven! Apollo is once more among the 
herdsmen of Admetus, and the herdsmen know 


not it is the Sun-god !” ` 


An octavo volume of nearly 400 pages, bound in 
cloth. Price, $1.50. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Co. 
28 Lafayette Place, 


THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
. CIVILIZATION, 
From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
BEVENTH EDITION. 
Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


New York, 


WORES OF O. B. 


Christianity a Reward for Crime. 
Authenticated by the Bible. 
Paper, 12mo, 29 pages, " " * 


WHITFORD, M.D. 


100. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS i REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 


Paper, 12mo; 47 pages, - - - 180 
Origin of the Christian Bible. 
Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 25c. 


A Masonie Vindication of Right. 

A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 86 pages,  - -~ 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


5o 


SEND POSTAL to Leftwich Bros. and Curtis, 
Florence, Ala., for description of cheap land in 
the Sunny South. 1y45 


Infidel Death Beds. 


By G. W. FOOTE, 
Price, - - 2% cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


816 


diews of the Week. 


Ir is reported that the sessions of the com- 


mon council of Philadelphia for the last three 
months hav been marked by flagrantly dis- 
‘graceful proceedings, an utter indifference to 
business being shown and the time devoted 
to ribaldry and rowdyism. 


Tux Knights of Labor 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, DECEMBER 1'7, 188". 


THE ORDER OF CREATION. 


A Disoussion Between i 
Gladstoue, Huxley, Muller, 
Linton, Reville, 

On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 


| OONTENTS: 


I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. By Hon. 
, E. Gladstone, M f 
II. The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 
preters of Nature. By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 
III. Postscript to Solar Myths. By Prof. Max 
uller. 


IV. Proem to Genesis: A Plea for a Fair Trial. 


By Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 


V. Dawn of Oreation. An Answer to Mr. Glad- 


stone. By Albert Reville, D. 


VI. Mr. Gladstone and Genesis. By Prof. T. H. 


Huxl 


VII. A Protestanda Plea; By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 


ton 


isis ontains the latest discus- 
Te tho mites ana tonos. The names of the 


participants‘are a guarantee of its able character. 


sion on the mistakes of 


Price, paper, 5€ cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


HE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
T 98 Lafayette Pl..New York. 


Gems of Thought. 


Protestantism is not a religion of progress, ex- 
cept so far as it is compelled to be by the advance- 
ment of science. Its warfare upon science has 
held the same ratio to that of the Catholics as hav 
its persecutions. Coming later by centuries into 
the world, it has not had the same opportunities, 
but the chances it has had it has not been slow to: 
seize.—2D. M. Bennett, : 


RELIGION, with good men, 


in modern progressiv na- 


are preparing to-make a 


strong demand for the 


tions, seems mostly to con- 


nationalization of the 


telegraph lines. 


AREVOLT in the Knights 


sist of two temporarily 


of Labor, arising from 


dissensions of its leaders 


on many and varied mat- 
ters, is reported. 
ENTERTAINMENTS for 
the bene fit of the families 
of the dead and the im- 
prisoned Anarchists are 
being given by their 
fellow-believers in New 
York and Chicago. 
Courtranpt PALMER 
addressed the Anti-Pov- 
erty Society cf this city 


last Sunday evening, say- 


ing that the remedy for 


the present wretched 
state of the workingman 


c 
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lay in coóperation. 
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Tux Federation of 
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Labor, a powerful trade 
union organization that 
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a 


has sprung to gigantic 
proportions within a 


united elements—a gradu- 
ally decaying supernatural- 
ism based on myths and 
legends, and a continually 
developing morality deeply 
practical, Concerning ihe 
former, the bitterest strife 
&nd uncertainty hav always 
prevailed. Concerning the 
latter all agree, at least on 
all such elementary points 
as would be taught to chil- 
dren, Honesty, truthful- 
ness, kindness, courage, 
and persistence in syste- 
matic right-doing, are 
taught by no one sect ex- 
clusivly. . Why not, then, 
make your school religion 
as truly unsectarian as you 
claim it is, and teach only a 
wise and genial human 
morality of which all can 
&pprove?-— Religion in 
Schools, t 


THERE are heroes and 
heroins in every walk of 
life who are making sacri- 
fices daily, because they 
are faithful to the truth 
which is in them. They 
are unwilling to adopt the 
too prevalent custom of re- 
peating words in which they 


year, opened its first na- 
tional convention at Bal- 
timore on the 13th. 


Ie: fa 
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hav no belief, and, more- 


Tue Rev. J. Grum- 
bine, a Syracuse, N. Y., 
clergyman, has been re- 
quested to resign, on 


GOING TO EGYPT AFTER CORN. 


And Joseph's ten brethren went down to buy corn in Egypt.—Gen. xlii, 3. 


account of his connec- 
tion with the United Labor party and his 
starting a periodical called Justice in support 
of George's doctrins. 


Tar Republican national convention for 
1888 will be held in June, at Chicago. 


** Coax or blood !” is the cry of the farmers 
in western Kansas. 'l'he fuel famin is charged 
to the cupidity of the railway officials. 


Taz European nations, already vast armed 
camps, are rapidly augmenting their armies. 
Austria now seems menaced by Russia. 


Cuas. L. WEBSTER, a New York publisher, 
has been knighted by Pope Leo XIII. as a 
reward for the publication of a flattering life 
of the pope. 


Tux negroes of the South are lately much 
exercised with superstitions similar to those 
that produced the Puritanical witch-burnings. 
At Minden, La., they secretly lynched An- 
drew Edwards, a negro 70 years of age, ac- 
cusing him of being a ‘‘ voudoo” and work- 
ing them evil by his spells. 


Tux Rev. Hugh Pentecost has awakened 
such indignation among the members of his 
Newark, N. J., congregation by preaching 
Anti-Poverty doctrins, pleading for the Chi- 
cago Anarchists, and reprimanding his rich 
hearers for departing from the teaching and 
practice of Christ, that he is forced to resign. 
He declares that he ‘‘is no longer in sym- 
pathy with the church as an organization, or 
even with evangelical Christianity.” 


PRESIDENT CLEVELAND devotes his annual 
message toa strong appeal fortariff reduction. 
Republicans are protesting hotly and enlist- 
ing on their side workers in such industries 
as would be immediately affected. Believers 
in Socialistic and similar radical measures for 
the relief of the wage-workers scoff at the 
measure as a thing of no real benefit to 
laborers whichever way it goes, and asa mere 
device to serve party ends, and to occupy 
the workers’ minds and divert their attention 
from real issues. 

A BILL is to be introduced in the House of 
Representativs by Mr. Adams, of Chicago, 
providing that ‘‘ when any district attorney 
of the United States shall hav information in 
writing from no less than three reputable 
citizens that any alien has aided, advised, or 
encouraged the destruction of property or 
murder of any officer of the law, or has at- 
tempted to overthrow the laws, or to excite 
‘domestic violence in any state, such informa- 
tion shall be transmitted at once to the presi- 
dent,” who shall issue an order expelling the 
offender from the country. 


Odds and Ends. 


Oxz of the leading lights of the Roman Catholic 
church is the proselyte. 


Comstock’s version reads: “Anthoni soit qui 
maly pense," In deference to Mr. Comstock the 
word nude will hereafter be printed n—de, and 
naked will appear ag n—k--ed. 


COLONEL INGERSOLL will always be in the minor- 
ity. The trouble with Agnosticism is that there 
are too few men in the world who are willing to 
admit that they do not ‘know it all.” 


WE expect to hear every day that Edison has in- 
troduced the electric spark into courting. It is 
doubtful, however, if it proves to be more satis- 
factory than the old-fashioned sparking. 


A COBRESPONDENT who is connected with the 
pound writes to say that Mr. Comstock endeavored 
to hav him drown a dog last August, because the 
poor beast had been seen on the street without 
pants, 


“Now; isn’t that a burning shame?" gaid Mrs, 
Seldom, as she pushed her spectacles up on her 
forehead and laid down the morning paper. 
“What's that, ma?” asked her youngest son. 
"Why, Emperor William gave an audience to 
Prince William yesterday. Think of that, my son 
—& whole audience given away like so many 
cattle. Its awful," 


GETTING ON BBAVELY. 

Citizen (to railroad official): “What has been 
done in regard to heating the cars with steam?” 

Railroad official : “ We hav been considering the 
Subject in its different aspects." 

Citizen : '* Ah, that’s encouraging ; cold weather 
is almost here, you know! What result hav you 
reached 2” 

Railroad official: ** Well—not any yet. You see, 
we havn't quite finished with the aspects." 


Tux principal of a public school in Pennsylvania 
recently wrote to Nathaniel Hawthorne, asking 
for his autograph. He said that they proposed to 
hold a hterary fair to get money for a school 
library. They evidently need alibrary. The ig- 
norance of this principal reminds one of the 
society lady in London. ** Who is this Dean Swift 
they were talking about?" she asked a friend. 
“T would like to invite him to one of my re- 
ceptions.” ‘Alas, madam,” replied the other, 
“the dean did something that has shut him out of 
society.” “Dear me! what was that?" “Wel, 
about a hundred years ago he died.” 


CAPTURING THEM UNAWARES. 


Mr. Longhair: **Are you the gentleman who 
writes reading notices which begin with some- 
thing of startling interest and end up with & 
patent medicin advertisment?” 

Writer: “I do work of that sort, occasionally, 
gir." 

Mr. Longhair : “ Well, I wish you would get me 
up something about & prize fight, or a trunk 
murder, or a church scandal, or anything the pub- 
lic are especially interested in, and then spring on 
them: ‘Are you prepared to die?’ * What will 
you do to be saved?’ ‘Lay not up for yourselvs 
oe upon earth,’ etc. I'm a tract distrib- 
utor." 


THREE FOLLIES OF MEN. 


` The wise old Comtesse de — used to remark 
that there were three follies of men which always 
amazed her. The first was climbing trees to 
shake fruit down, when if they waited long enough 
the fruit would fall of itself. The second was 
going to war to kill one another, when if they only 
waited they would all die naturally. The third 
was that they should run after women, when 
if they refrained from doing so the women would 
be sure to run after them.—Voltaire. 
A LETTER TO ANTHONY COMSTOCK., 
PITTSBURGH, PA., Nov. 21, 1887, 

Dear Sir: I wish you would come and look at my 
artcollection, I hay inaugurated a new departure, 
so to speak, which I cannot help thinking will 
meet with your hearty approbation, 

The statue of Mercury standing in my hall, with 
his right hand extended as though he had just let 
go a curve ball, has hitherto been unclothed to an 
exaggerated extent. He has not even, until this 
winter, worn & coat of paint, Now, however, I 
hav procured for him a pair of trousers, of the 
wide, infiuential brand affected by our dudes. 
His new ulster is of the latest pattern, with a lati- 
tudinarian band around his waist, 

It would make your eyes water to see my Apollo 
Belvedere in evening dress, with knickerbockers. 
A mackintosh is thrown loosely over his left 
shoulder, and his feet are encased in silk stock- 
ings; a great improvement over the air of open- 
ness with which he was formerly clothed. 

But the new wardrobe of the lady members of 
my collection will delight you especially. As you 
doubtless know, the Greek Slave has hitherto not 
even had a porous plaster in (or on) her trunk. 
In fact, she has stood thiough all weathers in full 
dress carried to extremes and then thrown away. 
Now she rejoices in a tailor-made suit of exquisit 
workmanship, and a chest protector with pongee 
embroidery is covering & portion of her superficial 
area. Her hose is of the striped variety, and her 
feet wear the cutest little shoes you ever saw. 

The Venus of Milo is another statue of the 
female brand which has hitherto had nothing to 
wear, I had some difficulty in providing her with 
clothes, owing to the unfortunate accident where- 
by she lost her arms. I hav, however, clothed 
her with an opaque Mother Hubbard, which will 
meet the requirements of the most fastidious. 
I would like you to look at her, though, and if you 
think best, I will get Dr. Mary Walker to con- 
struct a pair of trousers for her, or purchase a 
No. 6 bloomer, 

Several other women works of art look quite trig 
in their new garments, provided with bustles, 
passamentaries, false hair, and other articles of 
feminin garmenture. Come and look at them 
any evening this week when you happen to hav 
leisure. Yours sincerely,". Wm. H. SIVITER. 

P.8.—I forgot to state that I hav placed a pair 
of pantaloons on the limbs of such chairs as infest 
the art gallery. W. H. 8.—Ltfe. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 


USE THE : ; 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In your meetings. to make them lively and inter- 
esting. THE LIBERAL HYyMN-Book contains songs 
by the best posts, adapted to well-known tunes, 
It is highly commended by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parton. Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker, 
and; indeed, by all who hav examined at. 

cents, 


Pric 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER Qo." 


over, they aré earnestly de- 
sirous of helping onward 
the day of freedom from 
the narrow, bigoted dogmas 
which enslave so many 
minds. The question with 
them is not, Will it pay me 
in dollars and cents, or 
- ' in social position and pop- 
ularity, to be' thus true to my own convictions? 
That question must, for the present, certainly be 
answered in the negativ. Bnt there is a higher 
motiv; that of devotion and loyalty to the truth 
and the hatred of error and superstition, which 
impels them, not only to reject dogmas no longer 
tenable, but to aid in ascertaining and dissemi- 
nating truth and light.—Stoddard's New Fatth, 


In the year 1663, Galileo, now seventy years old, 
being brought before the Inquisition, was forced 
solemnly to disavow his belief in the earth’s mo- 
tion, and condemned to perpetual imprisonment, 
though the sentence was afterward mitigated and 
he was allowed to return to Florence. ‘The court 
of Rome was.very careful to publish this second 
recantation all over Europe, thinking, no doubt, 
that it was administering a complete antidote to 
the belief of the Copernican system. The sen- 
tence, indeed, appears to hav pressed very heavily 
on Galileo's mind, and he never afterward either 
talked or wrote on the subject of aBtronomy. 
Such was the triumph of his enemies, on whom 
ample vengeance would hav long ago been ex- 
ecuted if the indignation and contempt of pos- 
terity could reach the mansions of the dead.— 
Prof. John Playfatr. 

From the sixth to the sixteenth century Roman 
ism [the sole representativ of Ohristianity during 
those long thousand years] was in the ascendant, 
its power was absolute, heresy of any kind barely 
disturbed it. Surely, then, these ages, all moving 
under the influence of the tiara, were ages of un- 
rivaled glory, and Europe was a garden of won- 
drous and beautiful creations? Alas! human 
nature never sank so low. “The Dark Ages” isa 
feeble description of the state of things that then 
prevailed, Hildebrand, in a letter to the abbot of 
Cluny, says, “The Romans among whom I dwell 
are worse than Jews or pagans.” King Alfred 
complained that there was nota priest from the 
Humber to the Thames who understood the lit- 
urgy in his mother-tongue, or who could translate 
the easiest piece of Latin; and that from the 
Thames to the sea, ecclesiastics were, if possible, 
more ignorant than their brethren in the north. 
—Dr, Cumming’s Romanism Not the Patron but the 
Persecutor of Sctence, 

Lire is a mystery, death is a mystery. I am 
like the Chinese philosopher, Confucius, who, 
when he was asked, * What is death ?" answered, 
“ Life is such a mystery that I do not seek to know 
what is beyond it."— Whittier, 


O woman ! in our hours of ease, 

Uncertain, coy, and hard to please, 

And variable as the shade 

By the light of aspen made; 

When pain and anguish wring the brow, 

A ministering angel thou !—Sir Walter Scott, 

Ir is high time to break away from the old cus- 

toms attending death-beds, death, and funerals, 
and substitute more rational ones, Not, as some 
rabid iconoclasts hav already occasionally at- 
tempted, by replacing one set of absurd ceremo- 
nials by another set equally absurd, but by obeying 
the plain dictates of common sense in doing away 
with all ceremonies not required by sanitary pre- 
cautions, and by daring to lead the way in making 
jt possible for the friends of the dead everywhere 
to eonsult their own feelings and wishes in the 
matter of burial, and thua make it possible in the 
future for private grief to be kept free from pub- 
lic intrusion, and mourners safe from merciless 


‘comment and criticism in consulting their own 


feelings.—Mrs. Sara A. Underwood, 
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lotes and Clippings. 


Isy’r it about time to organize a society for 
the suppression of the Society for the Suppres- 
sion of Vice ?—Life. 


EcRoPEAN nations are adopting an inter- 
national copyright law, and efforts are being 
made by American authors to effect its adop- 
tion here. 


Tar Universalist thinks Colonel Ingersoll’s 
article in the North American Review, in re- 
ply to Dr. Field, is ‘an excellent looking- 
glass for orthodoxy," and says the use he 
makes of the Westminster Creed is crushing. 


Tue pastor of an impoverished Dakota 
church addressed his congregation last Sun- 
day as follows: ** There is not a cent in the 
treasury, not a pound of coal in the bin, and 
we are several dollars in debt to girls for jan- 
itress work. Salvation and chills are a poor 
combination, and the camp-fires of holiness 
cannot be started with promises to pay.” 


Tux attempt to force upon the public 
schools of St. Louis an obligation to giv 
special instruction in the German language at 
an annual expense of $60,000 was recently 
voted down by a majority of 4,000 in a school 
board election. . The platform of the majority 
was: ‘“ No language but the English should 
be taught at public expense in the schools.” 


Tax English Board of Trade has made a 
report in which it alleges that the number of 
paupers iu the country now are only 24.7 to 
the 1,000, while in 1870 there were 40 to the 
1,000, and that the tota) number has fallen 
from 900,000 to 697,000, while the population 
has increased by 5,700,000. In London, it is 


re. ` 


alleged, there are now only 21 paupers to 1,000 
inhabitants. 


Tur New Jersey Unionist says: ‘‘ Among 
those who petitioned Governor Oglesby to let 
the Anarchists hang was the Rev. Dr. Hil- 
dreth, pastor of a Methodist church in Cleve- 
land, O. It is sad, very sad, to be obliged to 
note the fact that the Rev. Hildreth is now 
under indictment for immorality, his accuser 
being the Rev. R. B. Pope of the same de- 
nomination." 


'(THERE is a little negro in Macon named 
Barry Bowden, aged about twelve years, who 
has & most remarkable mouth. When fully 
open, the distance from the corner of themouth 
to the lobe of the ear is less than half an inch. 
He puts his fist in his mouth with ease, and 
can hold two eggs in the mouth without any 
difficulty.—Savannah News. What a Meth. 
odist preacher he’d make! 


In the diocese of Hartford, according to 
the latest statistics, there are thirty-four 
parochial schools for both boys and girls. 
Some fifteen thousand children receive there- 
in a Catholic education under the charge of 
four hundred and fifty religious women. And 
when the children graduate they know how 
to read the catechism, count out money to 
giv to the priests, and that is about all. 


Tur Boston Herald says: ** Nothing could 
possibly be more pointedly against the spirit 
of Christ than the spirit of a protectiv tariff." 
The New York Sun comments: ‘‘ What in- 
sufferable Cant, irreverence, and moral snob- 
bery it is to try to found Cobden on Christ !” 
It looks as though the tariff question will be 
as provocativ of bad blood and hifalutin 
writing as a sectarian discussion of religion. 


Ir is reported from Illinois that the rail- 
roads of the state hav, after a fair trial, found 
jt very bad policy to continue the excessiv 
local traffic rates that hav heretofore pre- 
vailed, and which were diverting jobbing to 
outside points. So they hav voluntarily be- 
gun to lower local rates within the state from 
twenty-five to forty per cent. 


Tue book reviewer of the Herald thus 
philosophizes over Lea’s ‘‘ History of the In- 
quisition :” ** By the way, speaking of the In- 
quisition, did you ever think that the excess of 
faith—that is, fanatical faith—is the cradle of 
intolerance and cruelty? If men had been in- 
different about religion there would hav been 
no Inquisition. Agnosticism never builds 
such an institution. But when a man firmly 
believes that you will go to hell unless you 
accept his views he is bound to make you ac- 
cept them, even if he uses the thumbscrew to 
do it. He does it because he loves you and 
wants to save you from the lake of fire and 
brimstone. That seems very queer and odd, 
and rather ludicrous, too, but it is true.” 


Taz National Women's Christian Temper- 
ance Union is circulating for signatures three 
petitions to Congress to be presented this 
month, asking for national legislation on the 
Sunday question, The American Sentinel 
says: ‘‘It is under cover of the demand for 
Sunday laws that this nation is to be put 
under the tyrannical heel of the national re- 
form church and state movement. If you 
want to help establish church and state, and 
a man-made theocracy, here, then sign these 
petitions. If you don’t want to engage in 
that enterprise, then giv these, and all similar 
petitions, the widest possible berth.” There 
is some reason for the agitation of the Ameri- 
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can Sentinel. It has been reported as a fact 
that in the procession at the centennial cele- 
bration of the Constitution at Philadelphia 
last September, the National Reform Associa- 
tion asked to carry a banner with this inscrip- 
tion: ** The Fifteenth amendment secures the 
rights of man. Let us hav another securing 
therights of God." If this is not blasphemy 
it is pretty near it.— Galveston News. 


Tur Interior (Presbyterian) says: ‘‘ The 
logical antics of the disunionists North and 
South are as good as a circus, and also as 
bad. Here in the Presbyterian Quarterly 
(Atlanta) is a stately and prolix article by Dr. 
Vaughan, showing that reunion means Infidel- 
ity! and that it also means sin against the Holy 
Spirit! ‘Organic union with the Northern 
church is also prohibited by a positiv com- 
mand of the Holy Ghost, until that church 
can unite with us in the testimony which we 
are commanded in 1 Tim. vi, 1-5, to bear on 
the relations of masters and servants.’ That 
is to say, the Holy Spirit forbids the union 
till the Northern church pronounces a high 
doctrinal eulogium on American slavery as it 
was, and lifts its voice in sweet accord with 
Dr. Dabney in mourning its untimely end. 
. » . Dr. Vaughan is matched in absurdity 
by his fellow-disunionists of the North—the 
Evangelist, Independent, and others. ‘No 
Color-line in the churches!’ they cry. And 
how do they propose to effect that object? 
By making the color.line a line of sectarian 
division. By dividing the white and black 
Presbyterians of the South not only into 
separate churches, as now, but also into 
separate denominations. Both wings of the 
disunionists, North and South, unite in this 
demand.” 
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Communications. 


Religious Problems. 


There are moments in life when men say great and 
, good things, and there are moments when the world 
feels the power of a noble speech, of a beautiful 
thought, and softens beneath its power or rises to 
lofty action under its influence. These moments are 
not to be weighed in the scale of common things, nor 
determined by the rule of ordinary measurement. 
They hav a rare and peculiar value. They are occa- 
sions for love and justice; they make the poetry of 
the heart and the poetry of the world. 

I know full well that we cannot hide the hard, cold 
facts of life by covering them with pleasing disguises ; 
but because human existence is mostly made up of 
dull commonplaces it does not lessen the effulgence 
nor dim the glory of those bright thoughts and 
fancies that go singing through the mind, leaving a 
trail of beauty behind them. 

The personal charms that win us fade beneath 
chemical analysis, yet the declaration that “ beauty 
is only skin-deep” cannot destroy its subtle power. 
So, the beautiful sentiments that will not fit our 
sciences or our philosophies, but shine above them 
like stars above the earth, still lead our hearts into 
places of deepest peace and move our hands to deeds 
of richest charity. Those words that admit of no 
scientific definition are still potent in their influence 
upon the human mind. Those terms are best that 
stand for the best things, and it matters little what 
name we giv our faith providing it makes us good and 
just. m 

: You know what. curious caricatures of objects 
may be seen in their shadows. Like these grotesque 
figures are man’s attempts to define the objects of 
his faith. He has.added the wings of a bird to the 
form of a woman and called it an angel, and has an- 
nexed the horns, hoofs, and tail of a beast to himself 
and called it a devil. There is a hint of the infinit 
range of human character in the vast distance which 
lies between the two pictures of angel and devil 
which man has, with unwitting fidelity, painted in his 
own image. 

I admit that there is à great deal of exaggerated 
sentiment in the world that the world is no better 
for, but without the idealizing power of the imagina- 
tion life would be but a barren existence. Reason 
might direct us to the hights of rational living, but 
fancy would strew our journey thither with flowers. 
I do not deny that faets hav their place and use, but 
we are in danger of putting a false value upon them. 
There are times when they are the dullest, most un- 
interesting things possible or imaginable, though at 
other times we must hav them to walk by or we may 
stumble and fall. It is not knowledge alone that is 
needed to develop the life of man. It may be desir- 
able to know that the earth revolves on its axis, that 
the atmosphere is forty-five miles high, that the heat 
increases a8 we approach the earth’s center, and it 
may answer some demand of our nature to hav re- 
vealed the secret of our origin, but the mind does 
not find its highest satisfaction in these things. 
The scientific probabilities which are offered ‘as solu- 
tions of natural phenomena are not what men most 
need for happiness or peace. A breakfast of geology, 
a dinner of chemistry, a supper of botany, and a 
night’s rest of astronomy will not insure the perfect 
man. Humanity livs on dreams, on hopes, on fancies 
and longings, as well as on knowledge, on facts, and 
truths. I do not believe in man’s trying to get above 
the earth, but I do believe in his trying to get a little 
higher on the earth. 

The mind is not satisfied with the solutions of the 
religious problems which the church offers. It rebels 
against the patents of ecclesiasticism, and refuses to 
accept a thing as divine because it bears a label of 
divinity. The endeavor to make of earth and heaven 
a two-volume treatis on orthodoxy, and to pass off 
-upon the world the products of the animal and vege- 
table kingdoms as Christian tracts, must be given 
up. The attempt to issue the universe in a pocket 
edition is a failure. i 

When we realize that there are more stars in the 
heavens than there are human beings on the earth, 
and think of the immensity of these heavenly bodies 
‘and the vast distances which they travel through the 
realms of space, we hav to smile with a broad accent 
when we read the sixteenth verse of the first chapter 
of Genesis: “And God made two great lights; the 
greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to 
rule the night; he made the stars also.” A fiat 
creation would be like a boy blowing bubbles without 
any soap in the water. It would be an eternal addi- 
tion of nothing; an infinit zero. But the intelligence 
of the world has ceased to read the biblical account 
of creation as & scientific treatis. It is not the 

‘action of the deity as a creator, but his deeds as a 
ruler of the earth, that offend our ideas of right and 
wrong. 

The moral objections to the Christian idea of deity 
are graduated in the scale of condemnation from 
poetical blasphemy to downright Atheism, but be- 
cause we decline to accept “the God of Abraham, 


Isaac, and Jacob” as the correct solution of the 
problem of divinity, are we therefore blasphemers ? 
Because we cannot honestly climb up the thirty-nine 


rounds of the Christian ladder of faith, does it make 
us thieves and robbers if we find peace some other. 


way? The old notion of fear of God presupposed.a 
belief in ‘a God that was to be feared. This belief 
has gone from the rational mind. All there is left of 
this faith is illustrated in the answer of the boy to 
the question of his Sunday-school teacher if his 
father lived in fear of God. '*Yes'm, I guess so," 
replied the boy; “he never goes out Sunday without 
he carries a gun.” Those people who fear God do 
not. know what they are afraid of. The more we 
know, the less we fear. You cannot frighten knowl- 
edge. 

j eS is ignorance afraid of its own shadow. 
Fear is like a bat; it comes out in the dark. Ghosts 
always walk at night. Old Nick was never seen in 
the daylight. The wizard hour does not fall at noon. 
Fear is born of falsehood; courage, of truth. En- 
lightenment clears up mystery, and investigation 
shows the ghost to be a scarecrow. 

The foundation of the popular system of religious 
faith is the word “God.” That we may not be mis- 
understood in our use of this term, we will say that 
we find the word “ God” defined in Webster's Dic- 
tionary as “an object of worship;" also as “a being 
conceived of as possessing divine power, and to be 


propitiated by sacrifice, worship,” etc. And again, this ` 


word is defined as “the supreme being,” “ Jehovah.” 
It is worthy of comment that the learned compiler of 
this dictionary says, in. reference to the word * God :" 
* As this word and ‘good’ are written exactly alike in 
Anglo-Saxon, it has been inferred that God was named 
from his goodness, but the corresponding words in 
most of the other languages are not the same, and it is 
believed no instance can be found of a name given to 
the supreme being from the attribute of goodness. 
It is probably an idea too remote from the rude con- 
ceptions of men in early ages. With the exception 
of the word Jehovah, the name of the supreme being 
appears usually to hav reference to his supremacy or 
power, and to be equivalent to lord, or ruler." 
We do not deny that the word * God" has to-day a 
moral and religious meaning which is derived from 
his supposed beneficence, but this idea is not the one 
that we find at the bottom of the Christian faith.. I 
object very seriously to the attempt, which is being 
made by certain interested parties, to represent the 
God of Christianity better than he is. This word loses 
its terror when we realize that it stands for an un- 
known quantity. It is the attempt to account for 
what we cannot understand ; the effort to explain the 
universe. The word “God” is a definition of human 
ignorance. It represents what wedo not know. This 
word does not stand for a person, an object, or a 
thing. It is an idea of what we can hav no idea of, 
a thought of what one cannot think. People who use 
the word * God" do not know. what they are talking 
about. This word fits nothing that has yet been dis- 
covered. "Theology is the science of what no one 
knows anything about. It does not belong to the 
family of knowledge. "When the hands of theology 
are laid ona man's head his brains are consecrated to 
do nothing. Every time a minister is made, a man is 
lost. Nothing disgraces American civilization more 
than the theology preached in Christian churches. It 
is worse than childish; it is old-womanish. The Dark 
Ages cast their shadows across the bright skies of the 
nineteenth century, and the relics of that benighted 
time, the priests, are still walking the streets like 
ghosts of bad deeds. 

Every theology ends in a creed. A creed is the 
night-cap of religion: It is a sign that the intel- 
lect is asleep. When faith is in, sense is out. A 
man with a creed has bought the coffin for his 
mind. The rest of his life will be a funeral ser- 
vice for the dead. A creed is the grave of thought. 
When a person subscribes to certain articles of be- 
lief, he has no further use for his brains. It does not 
require any mental exercise to believe. Belief does 
not signify any process of intellectual assimilation or 
digestion. When a man joins a church, he makes his 
last will and testament. When reason abdicates in 
favor of credulity, crime becomes a saint, and folly a 
martyr. Too much faith makes a Pocasset tragedy. 
The foolishness of trying to make God intelligible to 
human understanding is shown in the creeds of Chris- 
tendom. The dogma of the trinity ought not to pass 
to any further generation. It is not the “likeness 
of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the 
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth.” 

This Christian doctrin of the Godhead is a sort of 
Fifteen puzzle. Everyone thought he could do it 
until he tried. He then found out what a fool he was 
to think that he could solve it. This is the way with 
believing the dogma of the trinity. You can believe 
it just so long as you do not try to understand it. 
The moment you undertake to give it a rational ex- 
planation you cannot make head nor tail of it. One 
needs to be entirely ignorant of mathematics to suc- 
cessfully grapple with this stupendous problem. You 
start by saying that God is one God. This is intel- 


one God. and make the three Gods only one God, you 
end by.saying, What a fool I-was for believing such 
stupid nonsense! I pity the person who seriously 
believes the dogmas of:the trinity. How.he must 
hate the multiplication table! The Holy Ghost is- 
another gem puzzle. It seems, perfectly easy-to tell 
what the Holy Ghost is until you begin, and then you 
commence to wonder what it can be. Until some one 
asks what the Holy Ghost is, you feel as well ac- 
quainted with him as though he had boarded in the 
same family with you for years; but this question 
sends him to the remotest parts of the earth, and he at 
once becomes a total stranger to you, and you think 
of the name as you recall a name that you hav read 
in some half-forgotten story. 

You think that his photograph can be found in any 
library of Christian theology, but when you search 
for it there is nothing that bears his name, and when 
you are forced to tell what you know about this Holy 
Ghost you are obliged to confess that you know 
nothing; and, after a candid examination of the sub- 
ject, you must also confess that you do not believe 
in any such thing. The. Christian church tells us 
that the Holy Ghost is a mystery, and: cannot be 
comprehended by the human mind. . Here is one 
truth that the church has told. What is too mys- 
terious to be comprehended by man is too profound 
to be of any benefit to him. Every holy mystery in 
this world is a fraud, and where the Christian church 
has taught that anything was too sacred to be touched 
by the hands of honest investigation, you may rest 
assured that some pious trickery was concealed. We ' 
want nothing to do with a church. that is afraid to 
show its hand; that will not do things aboveboard. 
Truth does not need to be told in a dead language. 
When the church admits that its dogmas and rituals 
dre mysterious, it confesses that they are intended to 
deceive. The church is a falsehood standing on a 
fable. There is no mystery about honesty. Truth, 
though naked, would call no blush to the brow. We 
should be ashamed of falsehood, no matter how 
richly she is dressed. Profession is not piety, any 
more than a cosmetic is complexion. When anything 
is too holy to be criticised, you may rest assured that 
it is paste and not a genuin diamond. What will not 
bear examination fears exposure. The salesman 
shows poor goods in a feeble light. No wonder 
churches are built to keep out the sun. It is thought 
to be blasphemous to speak of ecclesiastical idols 
with other than solemn speech, as such things are 
regarded as holy, and if we show up the absurdities 
of superstition we are said to be making fun of what 
is sacred. You cannot make fun of what is serious, 
nor can you ridicule what is true. The fact is, a great 
deal of the Christian faith is nonsense, and we cannot 
treat it seriously without being hypocrits. Wename 
our locomotivs and snow-plows after the Greek gods, 
and there is no protest from the piety of this age 
against calling them Jupiter, Mercury, or Hercules. 
Some future generation will doubtless pay a similar 
compliment to the Christian divinities. Let us rec. 
ollect that Socrates was put to death for showing 
less disrespect to the Grecian deities than we mani- 
fest toward them. What saves us from a similar 
fate is that the whole world stands to-day where Soc. 
rates stood two thousand years ago. Perhaps the 
race will catch up with Ingersoll in two thousand 
years more. It is not blasphemy for Christians to 
name a trotting-horse Mohammed, and yet three 
hundred million human beings look upon this name 
as the holiest name of earth. 

The Christian objects of worship are no more 
sacred to us than the Moslem’s prophet is to Catholic 
or Protestant. The mythology of Jew and Christian 
which is still reverenced by men and women is des- 
tined to be buried in the cemetery of literature with 
a book for a monument. Let us not be afraid to 
discuss religious questions, and examin into the 
faith of mankind, nor be surprised if we discover that 
man is not always as good or as bad as his religious 
pretensions would make him. 

Men and women go to a church and say to the: 
world that they hav faith in the God of the Bible 
who caused all the first-born of Egypt to be slain, 
and then go home and take their children to their 
hearts with a love and tenderness that show how 
much better they believe than they profess to. Men 
may keep the Christian theology in their churches, 
but they cannot take it into their homes. The God 
men obey is better than the God they worship. The 
family altar is the truest; the household deity the 
one most reverenced. I can see no sense in human 
beings saying in this age: “I believe in the fall of 
man, in total depravity, in vicarious atonement, and 
in the resurrection of the dead.” They ought to be. 
ashamed of such a faith. The attempt to save the 
Christian theology is costing the world not only its 
labor and its money ; it is costing it its manhood and 
love of truth. It is not merely robbing the world's 
pockets and tables ; it is robbing its heart and soul. 
A theology that is open to ridicule may as well be 
abandoned first as last, for it issure to fall. Nothing 
can be kept sacred that the world laughs at. To call 
sacred such foolish fables as the creation of Adam 
and Eve, the Garden of Eden, the flood, and kindred 


ligible; but when you try to add two more Gods to :.stories would kill any religion where people were not 
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too stupid to appreciate the ludicrous or too solemn 
“to treat it with laughter. How loth men are to confess 
their ignorance! Let us all be honest, and acknowl- 
edge that we do not know whether there is a God or 
not, and that we use this name to represent the force 
' jn nature which we cannot understand and which is 
inscrutable to the human mind. L. K. WasmBURN. 


————— 94 9—— ———— 


Who Are the Christians? 


'The definition of the word Christian given by Web- 
ster is: “One who believes in the divinity of. Christ; 
or one who inwardly and outwardly conforms to the 
doctrins of Christ.” The latter clause of this defini- 
tion is the one principally relied upon by our Chris- 
tian adversaries when in a discussion upon the re- 
spectiv merits of Christianity and Freethought. Not 
long since a religious journal elaborated upon this 
definition, and said that, “in order to be a Christian, 
one must not only believe what was written concern- 
ing Christ in the New Testament, but must also obey 
his commandments; be a cheerful doer of his will,” 
assuring its readers that it is a “very easy thing to 
be a Christian.” 

Knowing what was written concerning Christ, 
which one must believe, but considering that too 
great a demand upon my credulity, I knew I could not 
be a Christian so far as belief was required. But, being 


assured that it was a very easy thing to be 4 doer | 


of Christ’s will, I went diligently to work searching 

the scriptures to learn just what Christ willed for us 

` to do, thinking it might be possible for one to be a 
‘practical Christian, if not a theoretical one. 

I turn to the Sermon on the Mount—that discourse 


guidance of mankind in their daily life—and read 
from Matt. v, 34-37: “But I say unto you, swear not 
at all. But let your communication be Yea, 
yea, and Nay, nay; and whatsoever is more than this 
cometh of evil.” Right here I find that Christian 
practice does not conform to this injunction of their 
teacher. a 

All over Christendom it is the practice to admin- 
ister oaths; believing that a witness is not competent 
to testify, or a juror to decide, or an officer to per- 
form the duties of his office, until he has taken an 
“oath unto the Lord.” And in many cases in our 
own “free America” the witness who does not be- 
lieve in the phantasm of a God is debarred from giv- 
ing testimony in a court of justice. 

The Christians believe it would be unsafe to abol- 
ish the oath, and in its stead place the simple affirma- 
tion, as that is an Infidel doctrin, thereby neither 
believing nor doing what Christ says to do. 

.  *ButI say unto you, that ye resist not evil; but 
whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn 
to him the other also.” “And if any man will sue 
thee at the law and take away thy coat, giv him thy 
cloak also. Giv to him that asketh thee, 
and to him that would borrow of thee turn not thou 
away” (Ibid, 39-42). 

“ Giv to everyone that asketh of thee; and of him 
that borrows of thee ask not thy goods again ;” hope 
for nothing in return. The doctrin of non-resistance 
which Christ here enjoins has been taught for 
eighteen centuries, and for more than a thousand 
years it made kings and priests tyrants, and the great 
masses of mankind slaves—a slavery from which even 
now the most enlightened nations are not freed. 

To resist not evil; to offer the other cheek if smit- 
ten, would be paying a premium upon crime and in- 
solence. The willingness of Christians to let evil go 
unresisted is seen in the abundance of penitentiaries, 
jails, and workhouses all over Christian lands. — 

If you are sued and your coat taken, you must giv 
your prosecutor your cloak also. The result of the 
thousands of lawsuits in our country proves the 
readiness of Christians to do their master's will. 
The submissivness of Christian nations to insults 
from another Christian nation is seen in the millions 
of men kept ready for war in Europe, and the in- 
genuity diplayed in the invention of improved means 
of reducing one another to atoms. : 

To be a Christian, you must giv to every beggar 
that asks alms; and if a robber takes away your 
goods, you are not to demand their return; you are 
to lend, hoping for nothing in return. What a grand 
place a truly Christian nation would be for borrow- 
ers, beggars, and thieves ! 

Is the professed Christian willing to be guided by 
these rules of action? By no means. He knows that 
they would license all manner of vices and crimes. 
Christians declare Christ's ethical code the purest 
&nd noblest given for the guidance of man; and yet 
they know that his teaching could not be carried into 
practice without reducing society to a worse state 
than anarchy would. If any Christian should attempt 
‘to practice these precepts—be a doer of his will—he 
would be taken by his brother-Christians and placed 
in a lunatic asylum, just to show him there was con- 
siderable difference between the theories of the lowly 
Galilean and the practice of the nineteenth century. 

“Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for 
your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; 
nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not 


‘lack of spiritual sustenance. 


the life more than meat and the body more than 
raiment ? . . Therefore take no thought, say- 
ing, What shall we eat ? or, What shall we drink? or, 
Wherewithal shall we be clothed? But seek ye first 
the kingdom of God, and his righteousness, and all 
these things shall be added unto you” (Matt. vi, 
25-34). 

The Christian who thinks that for his righteous- 
ness he will hav food, drink, and raiment added unto 
him will soon find himself very hungry and ragged. 

Take no thought for the morrow; make no pro- 
vision for the future, and let famin and pestilence 
once again devastate the earth. Care nothing for the 
things of this world; this life is not worth living for; 
do not beautify this earth, or contribute to the 
happiness of mankind, but cast all your thoughts 
upon the mansion in the skies; make no provision 
for this life, but prepare for the next. Fortunately 
most Christians seek first the things of this world, 
and afterward the kingdom of God. But were they 
true to their master they would depend upon God's 
bounty for the necessaries of life, and then they 
would be in a fit condition to sympathize with him 
who “had not where to lay his head.” RUE. 

“ Lay not up for yourselvs treasures upon earth, 
where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves 
break through and steal. But lay up for yourselvs 
treasures in heaven" (Matt. vi 19, 20) The way 
Christians conform to this text is remarkable. None 
of them hav their thoughts on the carnal things of 
this world ; none of them are struggling for wealth 
or political power. It is so easy to be a follower 
of Christ that the pursuit of these things is given 


Itur ‘up to the ungodly. 
which is said to be the grandest ever delivered—said | 
to contain the purest and noblest principles for the | 


The good minister preaches entirely to save souls ; 
but the most precious souls are where the salary is 
the largest; and unless worldly treasures are suf- 
ficiently supplied to let him liv in luxury and ease, 
the dear souls would be in danger of perishing from 
The church, whose 
record is so consistent, carries to its full extent the 


| precept to giv to him that asketh, but she is the one 


that expects to do the asking, always begging and 
giving nothing in return—owning millions of.dollars’ 
worth of untaxed property—whose practice is in such 
strict conformity with this text that she is ever ready 
to “swap off treasures in heaven for cash down.” 
“But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, 
pray for them which despitefully use you and per- 
secute you” (Matt. v, 44). No person can possibly 
love an enemy. We can only love one who is lovable 
to us; and certainly one who hates and persecutes us 
is not the person to excite love or admiration. It is 
impossible for us to force ourselvs to love anyone, 
and no follower of Christ can love his persecutor or 


enemy. 


We should not harbor hatred ; nor should we seek 
to revenge an injury; yet there is no reason why we 
should return benefits for injuries. To return good 
for evil, to return benefits for injuries, would be 
directly rewarding and encouraging wrong-doing. 
The hopes of forgivness and reward for injuries 
given would never prevent the commission of a 
crime. In every case where we are injured we 
should return justice unmixed with the spirit of 
revenge. 

Is it not strange that you are commanded to love 
your enemies, and yet ordered to sever all family 
ties; to hate father, mother, brother, sister, to be a 
disciple of Christ's ? 

“Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that 
men should do unto you, do ye even so unto them" 
(Luke xiv, 26). This, the only truly grand and 
.noble rule of action found in Christ's Sermon on the 
Mount, is constantly ignored by professed Chris- 
tians. In the scramble for position and profit it 
would seem that Christians hav never heard of the 
Golden Rule. 'The history of the church shows 
plainly that this rule is Rot, and never has been, re- 
garded. The frightful massacre of Christians by 
Christians ; the outrages practiced upon heathens ; 
the persecution and ostracism of Infidels; the im- 
prisonment of D. M.. Bennett; the prosecution of 
C. B. Reynolds at Boonton, N. J.,and the outrage 
upon Aunt Elmina show how Christians love their 
enemies, and that they do unto others as they would 
be done by. 

Where is the believer that can stand these tests of 
his * outward and inward conformity to the doctrins 
of Christ?" Where is one who is a cheerful doer of 
his will? Alas! there is none; and if there ever 
were any, they hav sunk into obscurity like Lazarus 
and the * wise men of the East." 

But these are by no means all the tests by which 
the true follower of Christ is to be tried. The true 
believer can do all the works Christ is said to hav 
done. In the sixteenth chapter of Mark, Christ 
speaks to his disciples, and says: “ Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every living creature. 
He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; 
but he that believeth not shall be damned. And 
these signs shall follow them that believe: In my 
name they shall cast out devils; they shall speak 
with new tongues; they shall take up serpents; if 
they drink any deadly thing it shall not hurt them ; 


they shall lay hands on the sick and they shall 
recover.” 

Now, these are the works Christ says those who 
believe in him shall do. When any of the faithful 
can do these things, then we may know Christianity 
is true; but, unfortunately for them, the miracle- 
worker has degenerated into the juggler, who per- 
forms his tricks for the amusement of a pleasure- 
seeking audience. : 

Where is the Christian that can cast devils out of 
a modern Infidel? Where is there one that can 
drink down poison and not be hurt? It is certainly 
quite difficult for one who sees in nature an orderly 
sequence of events, an unbroken chain of affairs— 
who knows that every cause must produce a certain 
effect— to believe that by merely being “ born again" 
the Christian is made proof against noxious serpents 
and deadly lotions. Where is there a follower of — 
Christ that can lay hands on the sick and they 
recover? i l 

There wàs a time when the Christian, if overtaken 
by accident or disease, hastened to the nearest 
monk’s cell, and there, through the influence of the 
bones of some-departed saint, expected a miracle to 
be performed. But now, when the Christian is over- 
taken by disease, he at once summons a physician, 
proving to the world that he does not believe in the 
words of his redeemer, and that he has more faith in 
physic than he has in prayer. ; 

The modern Christian defender says that Christ 
was addressing the disciples, and that he only in- 
tended to giv them (the disciples) power to work 
miracles to prove to the world that he was the 
Christ. But anyone who will attempt such a con- 
struction of the plainest and most direct language, is 
either very ignorant, or guilty of wilful deception. 
For Christ speaks in the third person, and in terms 
that include all mankind. It is “he that believeth 
shall be saved,” not you, it is “them. that believe 
shall do these things,” not you, as it should be if he 
intended to confer the power of working miracles 
upon the disciples only. 

It is the hight of absurdity to try and explain 
away the difficulty of this text in this way, for the 
disciples already believed. The power of working 
miracles was no more intended for the disciples only 
than it was intended for them on!y when he said, 
* He that believeth not shall be damned." 

It may seem unnecessary to comment upon such 
plainly constructed sentences, but modern theo- 
logians are making such ingenious attempts to ex- 
plain away the difficulty of these texts that they de- 
serve more than a passing notice, and I wish to re- 
enforce the argument with a passage from St. John 
xiv, 12: “ Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that þe- 
lieveth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; 
and greater works than these shall he do; because I go 
unto my father.” Where is the man who can say he 
is a doer of Christ’s will; who inwardly and. out- 
wardly conforms to the doctrins of Christ, and can 
prove his faith by his works? Where is one of the 
faithful but breaks all of these commandments? And 
still they expect to receive the reward of never-end- 
ing joy, and sing with the redeemed in the New 
Jerusalem. According to the definition of Chris- 
tians, and the tests as applied by their own stand- 
ard, it is impossible to be a follower of Christ. It is 
not enough to conform to the ceremony of worship, 
and support the preacher ; for “he that breaketh 
even the least of these commandments, and shall 
teach men so, shall be least in the kingdom of 
heaven.” 

Another inspired writer (James xi, 10) says: “For 
whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend 
in one point, he is guilty of all.” And anyone who pre- 
tends to know Christ and be a Christian, and does not 
obey his laws, is a liar, for 1 John xi, 4, says: “ He 
that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his command- 
ments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” 

Pittsville, Wis. Gro. H. Dawzs. 


—_——————»71+ eo —__—_ 


Free Trade and the Workingman. 


To rue Evrror or Tug Trorg Srexer, Sir: In an 
article on the “Federation of Mankind,” published 
in your last week's issue, Mr. Holland says that the 
industrial prosperity of Great Britain during the past 
few years has been the result of her free.trade pol- 
icy. Then, sir, how is it that at the present moment 
the working class all over England is suffering from 
starvation to such an extent that British statesmen 
are earnestly discussing the point whether it would 
not prove beneficial to the country to return to a 
moderate protection? If free trade is such a benefit 
to the country adopting it, why are so many men 
starving and so much dull trade prevailing * Goods 
are manufactured more cheaply upon the continent 
than in England, and in consequence of the latter's 
free trade, British markets are flooded with foreign 
goods to the exclusion of the home trade. i 

Something has to be done at the present crisis. 
Free trade has seemingly proved itself impotent; for 
as long as free trade can only number one champion, 
while the rest of the nations maintain & protectorate, 
that one nation will suffer in its trade. At least, so 
it appears to me. A Barton. 
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€. B. Reynolds on His Western Tour, 


Separa, Mo., Dec. 2d, 3d, 4th.—The Liberals of 
Sedalia are of the genuin, energetic, no-half-hearteg. 
but-do-your-best-every-time kind. The Opera House 
was engaged by a theatrical troupe, and could only 
be had for Sunday. The proprietor charged $68 
rent, although it is a large and handsome house; on 
Sunday, and for a lecture, the charge was exorbitant, 


fidelity to public trust,” is quite amusing, seeing that 
our Sunday-school superintendents, teachers, and 
Bible-class leaders are so rapidly engaging in their 
great Canadian colonization scheme. There is more 
Christianity in Canada, so their disappearance is ex- 
cusable. Colonel Bolton, one of the leading lights 
of Christian laymen in this city, was recently retired 
to Joliet for systematically robbing the government 
while superintendent of a department in the post- 


Saint Cleveland. 


Those restless Jesuits of the Protestant persuasion, 
the Evangelical Alliance, alias the National Reform 
Association, met in convention in Washington last 
week. Nearly two thousand of these oily-tongued, 
white-chokered, black-coated parasites were individ- 
ually presented to the president, showing conclusivly 
that our age, our country, our government, are all 
assisting in bolatering up exploded beliefs, even with 
the prestige of their official positions. As custom 
makes it the duty of the executiv, in replying to dep- 
utations, to be diplomatic (otherwise, a convenient 
liar), more especially when a second term is being in- 
dustriously * worked,” despite the expiring efforts of 
the uncivil service, our great high priest Grover 
completely transcended tke requirements of his office 
and party on this particular occasion. 

Our would-be Saint Cleveland exhibits too great 
anxiety to pander £o popular religious prejudice, by 
paying reverence to representativs of superstition, 
for one pledged to maintain and uphold the Con- 
atitution and laws of a country which the highest 
authorities, from Washington down, hav over and 
over declared is “in no sense a Christian nation.” 

When the Fifth Monarchy men of England pro- 
posed to overthrow Cromweli's protectorate and set 
up “King Jesus,” an accomplished satirist wrote 
* Mereurious Pragmaticus,” and in a single line laid 
down, it appears, the requirements of that and the 
present day, for verily i 

Our saints must rulers be. 


The bald-headed latter-day saint who presides at 
the White House made a speech to the Alliance— | 
prominent among whom was Felix R. Brunot, presi- 
` dent of the de facto God in-the-Constitution party— 
the larger portion of which is what newspaper men 
denominate “hog wash.” For instance, he spoke of 
their “noble mission,” their * broad, undenomina- 
tional fellowship," etc., and said he understood the 
purpose of the Alliance was the “application of 
Christian rules of conduct to the problems and 
exigencies of social and political life.” Here is the 
cloven hoof! What has Christianity got to do with 
our “political life?” Would not politics and Chris- 
tianity be the reign of church and state? Then who 
dares approvingly couple those diverse agencies, 
calling it a “noble mission?” Alas! for the realiza- 
tion gf American liberty—the president of the United 
States. Zuliter qualiter. To represent this * broad, 
undenominationat Christian fellowship,” we shall 
expect to hear “Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove,” 
the “Pater Noster,” and “Te Deum Laudamus" 
chanted alternately in the White House morning 
mass, and Moody's gospel hymns for an afternoon 
diversion. 

We had expected better things from Grover, be- 
lieving he was far ahead of his party, but our hopes 
are shattered, when he bends so low as to cram four 
unmitigated falsehoods into one brief sentence. Hear 
our pious oracle: “All must admit that the reception 
of the teachings of Ohristianity result in the purest 
patriotism, in the most ecrupulous fidelity to publie 
trust, and in the best type of citizenship." 

In the first place, Cleveland is well aware that “all” 
do not admit any such thing; that tbe world of 
scholars dispute and doubt the very existence of 
Christ, either as a man or as a divinity; that none of 
the so-called teachings of Christianity can be authen- 
tically attributed to him; that, in an ethical view, 
the teachings of the Talmud, the Koran, of Buddha, 
and others, are vastly superior to the majority of 
those incorporated in the creeds of Christianity. 
Knowing that the various sects of Christians hay 
been torturing in the past, and are willing to perse- 
cute in the present, all who differed from their sec- 
tarian dogmas, we are inclined to believe the presi- 
dent willfully misrepresents. : 

Secondly, the “ purest patriotism” is represented by 
a name still honored by the public, used with pre- 
tended veneration by the president's party, and 
usually standing as a synonym for governmental re- 
form—that of Thomas Jefferson; yet the sage of 
Monticello never accepted the teachings of Christ, he 
contemned them. Were there any purer patriots than 
Thomas Paine and Benjamin Franklin? Yet neither 
of these accepted the teachings of Christianity. To 
take a local illustration, we hav a lot of * boodlers,” 
some in, some out of jail, but likely to escape 
merited punishment, as they nearly all are “good” 
church-members. They accept the “teachings of 
Christianity,” of course they do, and accept bribes as 
a benefit to themselvs and the church ; therefore they 
are purest patriots. They literally believe in “ lay- 
ing up treasures.” 

The third proposition, relativ to “scrupulous 


party as our president ? 


W. H. Herndon, prevailed on him not to publish it, 
as it would ruin his (Lincoln’s) political career. 


received for his “fidelity to public trust.” 
Lincoln as a Christian martyr. 
the prominent Infidels when they are dead. 


“best type of citizenship,” we wish to respectfully 
refer the president to the statistical facts collected by 
Colonel Billings in his * Crimes of Preachers,” for if 
acceptance of Christian teachings makes the average 
man a better citizen, the teachers should be the very 
best. Sad to relate, the figures show they are the 
very worst. This morning’s paper (Chicago Herald, 
December 14th) reports two church rows in Cleve- 
land (queer coincidence in the name). One is the 
Pope-Hildreth trial between two leading representa- 
tivs of the Methodist pulpit. The report says: 


A short time ago quite a sensation was produced by Rev. 
Mr. Pope's preferring charges of immorality against Dr. Hil- 
areth. The trial is being held in the Taylor street Methodist 
Episcopal church, and the utmost precaution has been taken 
to keep the proceedings secret. There is a standing fight at 
each session between the doorkeepers and the newspaper 
men, but notwithstanding its secrecy, the result of the hear- 
ing each day is aired in the papers. The testimony of the 
prosecuting witnesses represented Hildreth as an accom. 
plished male flirt. When witnesses for either side testify, 
attempts are made to vilify their characters and morals. 
The scandalous nature of the proceedings has incensed the 
members of the Taylor street Methodist Episcopal church, 
and they hav demanded that the investigation and trial be 
continued elsewhere. Their demand has not been granted, 
and the consequence is that the church has been split up into 
factions. Half of the trustees hav resigned. Pope has gained 
quite a reputation as a ministerial detectiv, and claims to hav 
a book of records dating back 114 years, containing all the 
misdeeds of ministers in the Methodist church. He has put 
forth every effort to procure testimony for the prosecution, 
and has scoured far and wide for witnesses, some of them 
having been brought from Canada. Since its commence- 
ment the trial has been adjourned several times in order to 
obtain more witnesses. Tne outcome is awaited with con- 
siderable interest. Hildreth is a pious-looking old gentleman 
on the shady side of life. 


Another is a priest who is arraigned on sixteen 
specific charges of ministerial morality, which the 
report names *immorality"-—not brought up by the 
unholy Infidels, but by his own congregation. A 
third is a Wisconsin Methodist minister who tried to 
defraud a widow out of a small property. Surely 
that is false. Ministers hav a reputation of caring 
for widows better than that. She must hav been 
very unattractiv. This is only one paper’s record 
for one day, and it does not seem to be an extraor- 
dinarily good day for clerical scandals either. If 
Christianity produces the best citizens, how sad to 
contemplate that many become such just before they 
hav to forfeit their lives at the request of the law! 
What a pity that just as they are fitted for the best 
citizens they hav got to die! Perhaps it is best, to 
“save” them from backsliding. 

Just imagin what a drop from the Infidel Jefferson 
in the White House to Grover Cleveland ! 


Oh, what a fall was there, my countrymen ! 


When Liberals organize, contribute, and agitate, 
like the Evangelical Alliance, they will attain results 
proportionate to their efforts. They must learn that 
numbers are respectability ; that our numbers are 
sufficient, if organized, to command respectful atten- 
tion and stop this governmental cant; that “in union 
there is strength ;” that evolution, physical and intel- 
lectual, is the result of energy. What we want is to 
spread the light of mental liberty; to rescue our 
country from the hands of priest and despoiler. For 
this purpose we need funds. Every cent contributed 
will be rigidly accounted for. No one is trying to 
get rich off the American Secular Union. All can do 
something. Come, instead of spending money in 
senseless presents to perpetuate what is now a Chris- 
tian institution, learn to donate something to liberty. 
In former times, men had to lay down their lives that 
progress might reach its present altitude. We hav 
merely to lay down a few dollars. Then let us do 
that, in future, willingly and generously. 

E. A. Srevens, Sec. A. S. U. 


office, by way of proving his fidelity to publio trust. 
Will it not be remembered that certain persons who 
were so imbued with the “teachings of Christianity " 
that they were willing to risk their lives to uphold 
the divine institution of slavery, also robbed the 
United States treasury of all but fifteen cents in 
proof of their “scrupulous fidelity to publie trust,” 
and they happened to belong to. the same political 
It is known that Abraham 
Lincoln once wrote.& pamphlet on the teachings of 
Christianity which would hav been characterized as 
ribald blasphemy, but his Infidel friend and partner, 


However, ** Honest Old Abe” was the acre 

e 
church, with its customary chicanery, has canonized 
Christianity having 
80 few trustworty men to make a record, it claims all 


‘As to the fourth and last falsehood, about the 


I really believe Dr. Wood should be awarded the 
leather medal, of pig skin, as the stingiest creature 
in the town. a 

Friday and Saturday evenings, Dec. 2d and 34, 
the lectures were delivered at the Hall. Attendance 
was small, only about one'hundred. Saturday even- 
ing the hall was crowded ; over forty were standing 
during the entire lecture. Sunday afternoon the 

Opera House was well filled, and in the evening it 
was crowded. By direction of the Liberal friends I 
announced a collection for the benefit of the poor of 
Sedalia, and over $40 was contributed. The Liberals 
paid every expense by private subscription, and the 
committee of management made up the amount to 
$50, every cent of which was given to the poor of 
Sedalia. .I hope the Christians who profess so much 
will do as much, in proportion, as the Infidels of 
Sedalia to relieve the poor and needy. ‘Thatcher, 
Gardella, and Airola are the noble trinity—the lead- 
ing and inspiring spirits of an intelligent host of Lib- 
erals, a band of jolly good fellows, whom it is an 
honor and delight to know. But that the times are 
not propitious, a very strong local Secular Union 
could be organized, Certain it is that the self- 
sacrifice evinced by the Liberals of Sedalia givs evi- 
dence that they will when organized be a mighty 
power for good. . 

WannrNsBURG, Mo, Dec. 5th, 6th, 7th.—The pio- 
neers and leading Liberals of this place are the jolly 
veteran A. T. Bolton and his eldest son, Chris. Bol. 
ton. They are intelligent, earnest, devoted workers 
for liberty and progress. The Opera House being 
engaged, they obtained use of the court-house for the 
three nights. My first lecture, * Life's Duties," 
astounded the Christians, a goodly number of whom 
ventured out. They had been assured by tbe par- 
sons that Liberal lectures were a tirade of denuncia- 
tion of all that was good, a tearing down of every 
barrier from vice, and ridiculing everything pertain- 
ing to virtue. But to the intense disgust of the de- 
vout brethren many of the Christians who heard the 
lecture admired the principles Liberals advocate, and 
declared if life's duties were performed as I presented 
them greater happiness must result to all classes 
than Christianity had ever attained. This was gall 
and wormwood to the devout bigots and fanatics. 

The next evening, despite a popular, low-price troupe 
at the theater, an operatic concert at one of the 
churches, and an Episcopalian bishop at another— 
three atiraetiv shows running opposition—the court- 
house was packed with an intelligent and appreciatiy 
audience. Next morning the Christian bigots were 
wild, furious. They waited on the venerable old 
fossil who was holding court (the poor old judge is 
rabidly orthodox), and he promised to help. He 
held court that night, so I could not lecture. This 
purpose was kept secret till late in the afternoon. I 
determined to await over, and deliver my lecture next 
evening, the sheriff and prosecutor assuring Mr. 
Bolton there would be no likelihood of the judge 
holding court the next evening, as he was aged and 
quite feeble. 

: The Christians, learning I was staying over, and 
that there was such intense desire to hear on “ The 
Bible: From Whence It Came, and What It Really 
Teaches,” held a meeting, rallied all their forces, and 
rushed around, insisting that every member of a 
church of any influence should see the sheriff and 
use every inducement to hav him refuse to permit 
me to again lecture in the court-house, and they 
made sure there was no other place available. The 
sheriff weakened under the pressure, and in the 
afternoon we learned the court-house would be closed 
against us. Mr. Bolton saw tho sheriff, who declared: 
the pressure was more than he could withstand. He 
was sorry, but must refuse us. After consultation 
with Mr. Bolton and his son, I determined I would 
return on Thursday and Friday, December 29:h and 
30th, for I did not propose to be so easily defeated. 
There would be no court in session then; no excuse 
to refuse us the uge of the court-house, since it had 
always been used for all sorts of meetings. But the 
sheriff refused; and Mr. Bolton, with heart of oak 
and sturdy persistence, regardless of cost to himself, 
at once engaged the Opera House for the two even- 
ings, December 29th and 30th. And I shall be there, 
The opposition—the mean, subtle methods resorted 
to to shut out free speech—has awakened thought, 
and created interest and a spirit of investigation, 
among very many who else had remained indifferent. . 
Thus do the schemes of the enemy recoil on them- 
selvs, and the glorious cause of human progress and 
Freethought, with irresistible impetus, marches on 
to victory. C. B. Reynoups. 

——— 9-9 — —————— 
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Our London Letter. 


Although now and again a very optimistic parson 
may be found to speak favorably of the. advance of 
the particular creed he fancies he holds, the majority 
of the clergy appear more inclined to take an oppo- 
sit view of matters, and generally deplore the decline 
of religious enthusiasm, which was so marked a feat- 
ure before the spread of edueation had enlightened 
the masses. The orthodox but prosy occupant of 
the pulpit has now, in most instances, a very limited 
congregation, and were it not for the endowments 
on so many churches and chapels, the pastor would 
speedily starve unless he turned what abilities he 
might possess to some other means of gaining a live- 
lihood. What is called preaching the pure milk of 
the word will not keep a congregation together; the 
day when a four-hours sermon would be listened 
to with rapt attention is past, and a parson to 
be popular must introduce a certain amount of buf- 
foonery in the pulpit, and introduce concerts, bazars, 
and other entertainments in lieu of the old-fashioned 
week-night prayer-meetings, which I well remember 
were very dull affairs indeed. The Rev. Dr. Dale re- 
cently gave it as his opinion that a preacher might 
be eloquent, learned, kind, or pathetic, but was not 
a suitable person to direct his flock until he had re- 
ceived Christ, and been qualified for the responsibili- 
ties of his office by the inspiration of the spirit of 
God. Unfortunately, the reverend doctor omitted to 
state how it could be proved that the preacher had 
received Christ, for everyone who wanted to fill such 
an office must be ready to make a declaration that he 
was the happy recipient of such a desirable posses- 
sion. The doctor referred to the revivals in religious 
life, during the days of Luther, Whitfield, Wesley, 
and said the power of the latter movement appeared 
to hav been spent, and wondered how and when God 
would reveal his great power again. It must appear 
very strange to a man who haa trained himself to 
believe in the * great and precious promises" to find 
how unlikely it is that they will ever be kept. Such 
neglect on the part of their deity would be more dis- 
couraging than it now is, if payment was only made 
in proportion to the carrying out of the promises, 
and in that, case the whole business would speedily 
collapse. The fact undoubtedly is that the Chris- 
tian religion is nothing but a matter of money, and: 
unless this is forthcoming in sufficient quantities, the 
scheme of redemption, and the inspiration of the 
spirit and similar mysteries, would hav to shift for 
themselvs, for no one would care about troubling 
after such unprofitable possessions. 

The criminal statistics serve as an excellent index 
of the power of Christianity; when the latter was 
most current, crime was most prevalent; as Chris- 
tianity declines and education increases, so crime 
sensibly diminishes, though it would be rash to sug- 
gest that the two will expire together ; but it is quite 
certain that the gospel of humanity will reduce crime 
to a lower point than has ever yet been recorded. 


———————9-8—99———————— 
Chronology. 


I am much obliged to Brother Hill for calling my 
attention, in his letter in Tug Trura SEEKER of Decem- 
ber 17th, to a proof of my position which, I had 
overlooked. I did not consider the quotation which 
he makes (from the article Chronology in the Eney- 
clopedia Britannica, page 619) as relevant to the issue, 
since it does not relate, as it struck me at the time, to 
the beginuing of the era, or to the years after the be- 
ginning of the era, but wholly to the years before it 
began. It pointed out the difference between the as- 
tronomical mode of designating the years before the 
era and the common chronological mode. 

Upon closer examination, however, I see that it is 
expressly stated that the year which astronomers de- 
note by 0 is “the year which preceded the first of 
our era.” This certainly cannot mean that it is the 
first year of our era which they denote by0. On the 
contrary, astronomers and chronologers agree in call- 
ing the first year of our era AD. 1; and the only dis- 
crepancy between them applies to the previous years. 
This very discrepancy furnishes one reason for intro- 
ducing a scientific era, in the use of which there shall 
be no such interruption as the astronomers properly 
complain of. 

So much for what has been, and is; but the adoption 
of the new era raises an important question as to what 
ought to be; and we are indebted to Brother Hill for 
raising the point squarely. i 

America was discovered in a.p. 1492; what year 
shall we call that? Surely we must.not follow the 
ehronologers' error of omitting the year 0. If we do 
not, and if we reckon backward, we shall hav to say 
Columbus discovered America on October 12, 3x. 

108. What will that signify? That it will be 108 
full years, after the completion of that year, before we 
reach the era. So the moment we go back of our era, 
we encounter the use of complete years, in relation to 
time that is not only not completed but nof even 
begun. 

My remedy for this would be to adopt the plan in 
universal use among mathematicians, of adding to neg 

ativ quantities a sufficient amount to make them posi 


tiv. Negativ logarithms hav long been disused. :. To 
provide for the wants of geologists and astronomers, 
we may add 1,000.000,000 years to the date, making 
1492, 1,000,001,492, which will be 999,999 892 for 
the year of the discovery of America by the new era. 
For historical purposes it will never be necessary to 
write more than the four right-hand figures, making 
the date x.s. 9892. For scientific purposes, a prefixed 
9 being understood to indicate past time, and a pre- 
fixed 0 indicating future time, it will only be necessary 
to write enough figures to distinguish between the 
two. Henry M. Pasknunsr. 
— «$99 —— — ——— 
Colonel Ingersoll’s Tribute to a Dead Friend. 
From the New York World. 

Mrs. Ida Knowles, of Peoria, died in this city on the 15th 
inst She was the wife of Howard Knowles and a daughter 
of Richard H. Whiting. Col. Robert Ingersoll, being an 
intimate friend of the family, was invited to say a few words 
over the flower-covered bier on the eve of its removal to the 
West for interment. In compliance with this request, Colo- 
nel Ingersoll made one of those eloquent utterances for 
which he is celebrated. He suid: 

My Frenos: Again we stand in the shadow of the 
great mystery—a shadow as deep and dark as when 
the tears of the first mother fell upon the pallid face 
of her lifeless babe—a mystery that has never yet 
been solved. We hav met in the presence of the 
sacred dead to speak a word of praise, of hope, of 
consolation. Another life of love is now a blessed 
memory—a lingering strain of music. The loving 
daughter, the pure and consecrated wife, the sincere 
friend, who with tender faithfulness discharged the 
duties of a life, has reached her journey’s end. 

A braver, a more serene, a more chivalric spirit— 
clasping the loved and by them clasped—never passed 
from life to enrich the realm of death. No field of 
war ever witnessed greater fortitude, more perfect, 
smiling courage, than this poor, weak, and helpless 
woman displayed upon the bed of pain and death. 
Her life was gentle and her death sublime. She 
loved the good, and all the good loved her. But 
there is this consolation: She can never suffer more ; 
she can never feel again the chill of death; never part 
again from those she loves. Her heart can break no 
more. She has shed her last tear, and upon her 
stainless brow has been set the wondrous seal of 
everlasting peace. ' 

‘When the Angel of Death—the masked and voice- 
less—enters the door of home, there come with her 
all the daughters of compassion, and of these Love 
and Hope remain forever. 

You are about to take this dear dust home—to the 
home of her girlhood, and to the place that was once 
my home. You will lay her with neighbors that I 
hav loved, that are now at rest. You will lay her 
where my father sleeps. 

All I can say is: 

Lay her in the earth, 
And from her fair and unpolluted flesh 
Let violets spring. 

I never knew, I never met, a braver spirit than the 
one that once inhabited this silent form of dreamless 
clay. 


—— $8 — — ————— 
Two Apothegms. - 
* Education consists in getting rid of prejudice” 
(Wendell Phillips). 

“The martyred saints are but a handful compared 
to the martyred sinners” (O. B. Frothingham). 

These two apothegms I heard from the lips of the 
speakers many years ago, and they made a lasting 
impression upon’ my mind. Burr. 

_— 9 9— ——————— 
Books and Periodicals. 

Caleb 8. Weeks requests us to say that the price of his 
** Response to Pope’s Essay on Man” is 25 cents, instead of 
50 cents, as we put it. We apologize. The price was not 
marked on the book, and we gave it as 50 cents, not under- 
standing how so much Ciceronian elegance could be afforded 
for less. 


G. W. Foote, of the London Freethinker, has written a 
thick pamphlet, solid long primer, called ** Bible Heroes.” 
In it he recounts the history of Mr. Adam, Captain Noah. 
Father Abraham, Juggling Jacob, Master Joseph, Joseph's 
Brethren, Holy Moses, Parson Aaron, General Joshua, Jeph- 
thah & Co., and Professor Samson. The pamphlet is wittily 
written, and calculated to bring the aforesaid characters into 
evil repute with respectable folks. Mr. Foote gets his facts 
from the Bible, and if he has fallen into historical error the 
fault belongs not to him, but to King James's scribes. The 
price in United States currency is 50 cents. In England it 
sells for a shilling. 

The New York Su» says: ‘The talented. learned, and 
gentle young Hindoo, Amrita Lal Roy, who resided for some 
years in this city, and who left here last year to return to 
India, recently started & paper in the English language in 
Calcutta called JZope. Mr. Roy is what is known as a man 
of advanced thought, and he joined the Knights of Labor. 
His essay in the North American Review on ‘ British Rule in 
India,’ was & vigorous piece of criticism." During Amrita’s 
stay in New York he was a compositor in Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
office, where he imbibed a large amount of heresy, and won 
the affections of all. His evenings were spent at labor meet- 
ings, and, though too, modest to take the platform, he was 
more competent to discuss labor questions than many of the 
self-assertiv speakers. May he regenerate the Hindoo race 
by his vigorous western ideas! 


. We blush as we copy the following: 


*120 LEXINGTON AVE , New York. Deo. 17, 1887. 
* My Farenp Macpunatp: Whether you borrowed George's pen, 
or he took a seat at your desk, the combined wit and wisdom of the 
Macdonald brothers seems to hav entered into the notices of books 
and periodicalain Taz Tauta SkEKER of the 17th. Af:er laughing 
over one, I wonld retnrn to the reading of something which had 
already amused me, Tae Terura SEERER is a live piper. 
“Yours truly, E. B. Foor.” 


The delicate intimation contained in the foregoing, that the 
Editor of Tae Truru Seeker is renowned for wisdom, is 
duly appreciated, as is the admiration of Dr. Foote for 
George. We regret to be obliged to state that when the 
notices were written our brother was on his way to the limit- 
less West, where he proposes, in company with Samuel P. 
Putnam, to start a Freethought paper and grow up with the ` 
country, or walk back to New York. San Francisco is his 
destination. 


W. Stewart Ross, better known as *' Saladin,” editor of 
the London Secular Review, has sent us Part V. of his 
** Woman: Her Glory, Her Shame, and Her God," which in 
weekly instalments has been printed in his paper. Like 
everything of Saladin's, it is knightly, invincible, and schol. 
arly. But beginning abruptly at page 257 the preceding 
parts wil be found necessary to intelligent reading. This 
part is a white-heat indictment of the Christian civilization 
which permits the vilest degradation of women in the cities, 
sinking her lower than the beasts, while pretending to hav 
elevated her, and a brief history of marriage customs in Scot- 
land. The latter shows that the high illegitimacy rate in the 
land of cakes proceeds from customs gray with age, which 
the church made no effort to reform, and that it is only since 
Christianity itself is going that immorality is going also. 
This series of articles is written to show that the claim 
that Christianity has elevated woman is false, and surely the 
attempt is successful. The parts now ready sell for 30 cents 
each. 


We hav just managed to get printed John Peck's “ Chris- 
tian Absurdities," which excited so much favorable comment 
from our friends as it ran as a serial through these columns 
some months ago. Not since Remsburg's “ False Claims of 
the Church" appeared has anything hit the Liberal hosts so 
forcibly as this arraignment of Christianity by Mr. Peck, the 
* Learned Blacksmith” of Naples, who is one of the most 
convincing and witty writers in the country. In this pam- 
phlet tbe doctrins and practices of the Christians are held up 
to scorn, and bold will be the churchman who denies the truth 
of the impeachment. The book has a purpose—to rid so 
much of the world as the author can reach of superstition, 
and we think its homely, witty sentences are admirably 
adapted for the purpose. It is nicely printed and bound, and 
sells, single copies, for 20 cents. To those desirous of using 
it for missionary work, six copies will be sent for $1. About 
five thousand a day ought to be distributed throughout the 
country for the next ten years. i : 


* The Reason Why" is the title of a printed lecture, by 
Mrs. E. H. Cobb, on the mind.cure. Mental healing, she 
says, relies on God instead of matter, as ‘‘ what is the source 
of life must also be the source of health." Medicin cures 
only where mind givs it power, or where mind does the 
work. Mrs. Cobb, it seems to us, reasons from false prem- 
ises, and we cannot advise her employment by the sick. In 
another pamphlet, which she calls, ‘‘S:art Right," she affirms 
the demonstration of ‘‘ the conservation of spiritual energy 
or life.” And, ‘‘as we liv only by receiving life from the 
divine, this conservation makes us inlets to the whole great 
reservoir of life, thus flooding us at every instant with an 
overpowering. but modest, confidence and self-control.” In 
his Health Monthly for January, Dr. Foote notes a strong 
tendency on the part of such disciples of ‘‘ Christian science ” 
as Mrs. Cobb to become practitioners and teachers, and won- 
ders where they all find material to practice upon. If Dr. 
Foote had paid more attention to the statistics of idiocy, he 
would find that a fool is born into the world about every 
minute, which is the only reason we can see why such 
pampblets are written. The price of ‘‘The Reason Why ” is 
20 cents; of “Start Right,” 25 cents; sold by the author, 38 
Concord square, Boston, Mass. 

——À 4 ——————— 


C. B. Reynolds’s Appointments, 


Galena, Kan................. eene Dec. 20, 21, 22, 283, 24, 25 
Liberal, (MO. vciecscisceccasicascveese dob eh nnn eoe etn e e o ER aisi 26, 27 
Warrensburg, M0......cccsseessssssersenetsensesecseennrenssereeeees 29 30 
Olathe, Kan...........cccsessssccvesserteersencenserseesseeneess Jan. 1. 2.8 . 


Burlington, Kan.... 
Fall River, Kan..... 


sapecssasosadhesccecsopsósvo auecesconepecc 


sevtesonsso 


Leon, Kan............... eene 

Benton, Kan..............eeennnn 

Andover, E UE eee eee sehn etate ntn 

Dodge City, Kan... ener 18, 19. 20 
Canon City, Col................ esee nen eee 22. 28 
Delta, Col...... .Feh. 7. 8. 9 
Hotebkisa, Col................... m 1^, 11, 19 
Utah (as Wm. Reynolds appoint3)................... 18 to March 


Tre Religious and Benevolent Association of Waco, Texas, 
celebrated its fifth anniversary on the 11th inst. Celebration 
lasted two days. This association was founded by J. D. 
Shaw, who is the regular speaker and editor, and publisher 
also, of the Independent Pulpit, a first-class monthly Free- 
thought journal. The celebration brought ont a large num- 
ber of Liberals, strengthening the organization considerably. 
Owing to Mr. Shaw’s popularity, the Waco Freethinkers are 
at the head of local organizations. 


WE regret to announce that Helen H. Gardener is too ill 
to respond to invitations to lecture, or to conduct corre- 
spondence. Her heart is in the cause of liberty, but her 
body is too feeble to bear her to the front. Her friends will 
please note this as the reason, perhaps, of sceming neglect, 
and be assured that when sbe recovers, her voice will again 
be heard throughout the land, 
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Qommunications. 


Business Morality. 


. Business is occupation for gain—the employment 
undertaken to secure a livelihood or amass wealth. 
Such is the bad reputation at present of this depart- 
ment of life, that many think it is better defined in 
the words of the Dutchman: “ Men goes about cheat- 
ing each oder all day, and call dot pizness.” Carlyle 
said we must all either toil or steal, by whatever name 
we may call it. 
into two branches—toiling and stealing. 

There are multitudes of honest toilers who make 


good and useful articles and perform valuable ser- 


vices to the community, and who can feel nightly, with 
the village blacksmith of Longfellow, “something at- 
tempted, something done, has earned a night’s repose.” 
Their reward is usually only a bare subsistence. The 
laborer, the mechanic, the artisan, seldom amass 
wealth; a comfortable livelihood is, as a rule, their 
highest attainment. There are other toilers who use 
their brains for the service of man and occasionally 
secure wealth or competency. The stealers are those 
who get gain without rendering a full equivalent to 
society, or who receive compensation for their ser- 
vices by subterfuge. There is a large intermediate 
class who serve the stealers and toil, perhaps, hon- 
estly for them. These, as a rule, are better paid than 
the toilers not connected with stealing, but they do 
not secure wealth until they rise to be master-steal- 
ers. The latter are the men that amass fortunes and 
liv in luxury. They are not consciously dishonest, 
and do not deserve the names of thieves and rogues 
that are often hurled at them; but they naturally ac- 
cept existing customs which society tolerates, by 
which they get more than they giv. Some of these 
customs may be described, and then the foundation 
principles of business that permit such methods may 
be discussed. 

The following are some of the many modes of 
stealing the means of livelihood. 

The merchant buys to sell dearer. If he performs 
a service in holding or distributing goods and adds 
only the cost of a comfortable living, he may be 
classed with honest toilers. But if he does no good 
by his purchase, or withholds articles from consump- 
tion till he can extort exorbitant prices from needy 
men, he isa stealer. The men who corner markets, 
and those who make fictitious purchases and sales, 
merely gambling upon the chances of the rise and 
fall of prices, these are stealers, though the latter 
hav the just perception to call themselvs “ scalpers,” 
and a man on the exchange will jubilantly boast, “I 
hav taken ten scalps this morning.” One of the most 

.eminent merchants in England, a noted Christian 
philanthropist, paid a large sum.for a private wire by 
which he got market quotations fifteen minutes in 
advance of the public announcements.. His partner 
rushed to the “flags” and bought or sold as exten- 
sivly as possible for that quarter of an hour, and was 
accustomed to say jocosely, “Sam does the praying 
and I do the lying.” An immense fortune was 
secured, but no service in any way equivalent was 
rendered to society; so it was stolen. Some mer- 
chants fail, buy in their stocks at twenty cents on 
the dollar, and undersell their competitors. Others 
enter goods at the custom houses with false valua- 
tions and thus steal the duties. A large firm is now 
in liquidation for the ostensible reason that it is 
undersold by those who import goods without pay- 
ing full tribute. Commission agents and brokers 
take discounts or double brokerages or invoice goods 
at false prices. One of the largest commission 
houses in the East Indies complained of an employee, 
** He objects to charge our purchases at higher prices 
than we paid." 

The ship agent works for a fraction of a commis- 
sion and recoups himself with percentages from all 
the ship's bills that he pays. The stevedore, ship 
chandler, butcher, carter, and blacksmith contribute 
to his support, while the confiding and penurious 
shipowner, who has robbed the agent of his fair re- 

' muneration, rejoices in his supposed economy. The 

. sea-captain, if he has the chanee, acts as does the 
agent, or gets his clothing bill added to the cost of a 
topsail, his horse hire put into the butcher’s accounts, 
and his hotel bill paid by the stgvedore. 

The coal-dealer givs light weights and poor quality. 
One of these when discharging a vessel puts the heavy 
loads of coal in his yard and sends up the next light 
load to a customer with the public scale ticket of the 
heavy load. He contracts to supply coal at lower 
prices than the mine-owners can do. He begins by 
delivering good coal, but soon every second or third 
cart brings in an inferior and cheaper article. 

There is one trade, however, that appears to be 
truly benevolent and self-sacrificing. The owners of 
spice mills buy pepper for 16 cents a pound, grind 
it, pack it in an attractiv box, and sell it for 8 cents 
a pound. But this apparent exception may, perhaps, 
be explained away. 

A large class of stealers are those who adulterate 
goods and thus gain money by false pretenses. The 
devices are innumerable, A few are the following: 


Business may, therefore, be divided | 


| Milk is mixed with water, chalk, fat, glucose, and 


mashed brains. Coffee with flour, beans, sawdust, 
tan, baked horse livers, and chicory. Chicory, again, 
is adulterated with acorns, horse-chestnuts, and roots. 
Tea is mixed with willow and other leaves. In 1843 
there were eight factories in London for facing spent 
tea leaves with rose-pink and black lead. Bread is 
made with the aid of alum or sulphate of copper. 
Flour is mixed with meal, inferior starches, chalk, and 
plaster. Butter, lard, and oils aremade from cheap fats, 
water, salt, and farina.- Fruit preserves are composed 
of carrots, turnips, and apples. Sugar contains 
glucose. Vinegar, sulphuric acid, arsenic, and cor- 
rosiv sublimate. Mustard, flour and tumeric. Pep- 
per, sometimes, has not a trace of the real article, 
but is made of gypsum, mustard husk, and starch, 
while Cayenne pepper may contain brick dust and 
red lead. Beer sometimes contains Indian hemp, 
opium, strychnin, tobacco, logwood, vitriol, molasses, 
copperas, or multitudes of other substances. The 
Encyclopedia Britannica says, “A great part of the 
wine of France and Germany has ceased to be the 
juice of the grape at all.” It is hard to get a sample 
of genuin wine. Books are published openly to ex- 
plain methods of adulteration, and dealers, called 
brewers’ druggists, supply the articles. Seeds are 
dyed and sold for better qualities. The adulteration 
of drugs is endless. Woolens are mixed with shoddy 
or mingo, forty million pounds being made annually 
in Yorkshire alone. Cottons are made heavy with 
sizing and China clay. Profits are thus stolen by 
deceit. 

Stock speculation is a favorit means of stealing a 
livelihood or fortune in a conventionally respectable 
manner—betting on the market quotations, or some- 
times, in addition, aiding the desired turn, as when 
Jay Gould locked up thirty million dollars and com- 
pelled needy men to sell shares cheap. 

Mining speculations afford a favorit field for the 
stealers. The-great fortunes of the Comstock lode 
were not mainly the result of the produce of minerals, 
but of the sale of shares. When a good vein was dis- 
covered it was, in some cases, carefully covered up, 
armed sentries prevented entrance to the mines, div- 
idends were withheld, bad reports circulated, and, 
when the shares dropped in price, the managers 
bought them up. The rich deposits were then 
Xr ey marvelous results were declared, and when 
the shares were inflated to a great premium, the 
managers unloaded them upon the eager public. 

Tariffs offer another field for stealmg. The men 
who hav influence or address induce a financial min- 
ister or Congress to protect their businesses from 
foreign competition, thereby often compelling their 
countrymen to buy inferior goods at higher prices. 
Enormous fortunes are thus stolen from the people, 
but in such small sums from each individual that the 
theft is not complained of. 

Other stealers patent a slight improvement on a 
long course of invention and secure the toil of past 
generations, compelling the world to pay tribute to 
them. .The telephone is an example. Contractors 
get rock prices for dirt cuttings by misrepresenta- 
tion, or receive allowances for false claims adroitly 
made. Lobbyists get railroad charters, never intend- 
ing to use them except for sale to men who will con- 
struct aroad. We hav seen in Canada from eighty 
to a hundred million dollars’ worth of public prop- 
erty given toa few influential men to build a rail- 
road which they already claim is earning profits; and 
the railroads of the United States hav received vast 
amounts from the people’s heritage. 

Lawyers, doctors, and ministers are known to take 
pay for insincere utterances. Newspapers thrive on 
lying advertisments. Soon through every employ- 
ment may be traced dishonest practice and deceit. 
The old maxim, “ Honesty is the best policy,” is dis- 
credited, and on every hand we hear it said, “A man 
cannot be honest if he would succeed in business.” 
Observation shows that the large fortunes are not 
often secured by the honest, generous, and fair- 
dealing, but they more frequently fall to the lot of 
shrewd, hard, grasping, remorseless, unscrupulous 
men. The men starting in life with high aims and 
pure intentions find it impossible to compete with 
such people, and after a hard and virtuous struggle 
the necessities of their families compel them to follow 
the fashion and join the stealers. 

Why do these fraudulent customs exist? Do peo- 
ple prefer to drink baked horse livers, to spread fat 
on alum-raised bread, and smear it with carrot pre- 
serve? Do they demand the privilege of sprinkling 
their food with brick-dust and red lead, and of refresh- 
ing themselvs by drinking strychnin, logwood, and 
ether, and by smoking cabbage leaves, molasges, and 
lampblack? No; the evil arises from the foundation 
principle of business, which is, competition for indi- 
vidual gain, instead of work for the general welfare. 
Business as at present conducted is a selfish strife 
for gain carried on in such rude fashion that the suc- 
cess of one necessarily means the misfortune of an- 
other. It is a transference of the brutal struggle for 
existence to more refined spheres of means. The 
brute gains his prey with his teeth, the savage with 
his spear, the chieftain with his sword, the highway- 
man with his pistol, the capitalist with finance. But 
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Attila, Hengist, Dick Turpin, and Jay Gould are 
merely illustrations of the effect of civilization upon 
the same instinct of selfish aggrandizement. Must 
man ever go on in this warfare against his fel- 
lows? May not living be made secure while exer. 
cising efforts for the general welfare? Must compe- 
tition never giv place to cooperation, and cooperation 
not become extended to communities, states, nations, 
or the world? A widespread feeling of abhorrence 
of the present system of fraud, extortion, and deceit 
is pervading the world. Men desire to be honest 
and benevolent, but the present competitiv system 
forces them to exploit. the labor of others; to mis- 
represent, plot, undermine, oppose, and injure in 
order that the comforts of life may be secured. 
Rosert C. Apams, 
To the Friends of Personal Liberty. 


AN APPEAL FOR THE MORAL AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF 
AN ORGANIZATION ENGAGED IN RESISTING THE EN- 
CROACHMENTS OF OUR CIVIL RIGHTS. 


Mr. Chavannes, of Knoxville, Tennessee, lectured 
on the 2d day of December, 1887, before the Liberal 
Club of New York city. The subject of his lecture 
was, * Illegal Methods of Enforcing the Laws.” The 
lecturer first stated that, while laws were a necessity 
of civilized life, it was of the utmost importance to 
the community that their scope should be.clearly de- 
fined, and that they should be legally enforced. 

One of our laws had been more abused in that 
respect than any other.on the statute-book, to wit, 
the postal law, enacted to suppress the sending of 
obscene matter through the mails This law is 
usually designated by the publie as the Comstock 
law, and its illegal encroachment as Comstockism, 

A new instance of Comstockism had come to the 
lecturer’s knowledge, and he felt it his duty to make 
it known. A letter had been unlawfully intercepted, 
seized, and placed in the hands of the United States 
authorities. 

Briefly stated, the facts were these: Mrs. Slenker, 
a woman well known as a faithful worker in behalf of 
humanity, and whose moral character stands so high 
that it enabled her, though an Abolitionist and an 
Infidel, to gain the esteem and friendship of all the 
inhabitants of her Virginia home, from the ministers 
of the gospel to the poorest negro, was engaged of 
late years in a private correspondence which Com- 
stock believed to come under the meaning of the 
Comstock law. Decoy letters were sent to her, suf- 
ficient material was gathered to procure her indict- 
ment, and she was arrested and thrown into prison. 

While in jail, her husband lifted her accumulated 
mail from the post-office, and, taking it with him un- 
opened, started to bail her out. On the way he 
called at the house of Mr. Jordan, the United States 
marshal, who first asked him for Mrs. Slenker's 
letters, then asked him to open them, and next, delib- 
erately reading the whole correspondence, he selected 
those letters which he desired, and returned the 
remainder to Mr. Slenker's possession. One of these 
intercepted letters, at least, is yet, to the personal 
knowledge of the lecturer, in the hands of the 
United States authorities, 

Although the act was done by Mrs. Jordan, it was 
done at the instigation of Messrs. Barclay and Mc- 
Affee, gentlemen who unite the position of post- 
office inspectors and of Comstock’s coadjutors. Of 


‘this fact the lecturer satisfied himself by personal 


conversation with Mr. Jordan and Mrs, Slenker. 

While the law was not directly violated, so as to 
bring the perpetrators within the easy reach of pun- 
ishment, the intent of the laws enacted for the | 
security of the inviolability of the mails was clearly 
violated, and it was done as & part of Comstock's 
methods of enforcing the law. 

We might look upon it as a mistake or an accident, 
if it were not in keeping with all of Comstock’s ac- 
tions ever since he loomed into notoriety as the agent 
of the Society for the Prevention of Vice. 

_ Mr. Knoedler’s arrest is another case in point. 
The lecturer. had no desire .to defend art pictures. 
Before a refined and educated audience they need no 
defense. But he would state that according to his 
observations, whenever he visited homes where art . 
pictures were found of the kind seized in Mr. Knoed- 
ler’s store—that is, pictures of nude females, in 
artistic and not in lascivious positions, he always 
knew he was among refined and moral persons. 

The animus of Comstock’s methods was shown by 
his failing to arrest the owners of the pictures from 
which the photographs were taken, and only arrest- 
ing those persons from whom he could make some 
capital for his own personal advantage. Comstock 
isnot engaged in trying to enforce the will of the 
people, but in trying to turn certain laws, which he 
was largely instrumental in having enacted, to the 
advantage of the Society for the Prevention of Vice, 
and the pecuniary benefit to himself. - 

This unsatisfactory state of things, the lecturer 
argued, is due to two different factors. The first is 
the infinit wording of the law. This makes it im- 
possible, whenever a case is brought to trial, to bring 
proof in court of the necessity of the work in hand, 
as in Mrs, Slenker’s ease, or in the case of medigal 
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works, or of the purity of the intention, as in the case 
of works of art. As the law stands it is simply a ques- 
tion of facts, and a man could be &ént to prison for 
five years for mailing a copy of Shakspere, if a jury 
could be found to decide that certain portions of 
Shakspere are obscene. The fact is that there are 
no publishers of medical works, no dealers in old 
classics, no importers of art pictures or of statuary 
in the United States but what are subject to pun- 
ishment if Comstock or any other person should pre- 
vail upon the public officers to institute a. prosecu- 
tion, and a jury be found to render a verdict in accord 
with the literal wording of the law. 

The law ought to be amended to except: All medi- 
cal or scientific publications; all recognized works of 
art, or copies thereof; all private correspondence. 

This is clearly the will of the majority of the peo- 
ple, and it is the duty of our legislators to see that 
the laws conform to it. 

The ether factor to be eliminated is the unlawful 
methods pursued by Comstock and his coadjutors, 
and that can only be met by an organized resistance 
to their encroachments. 1 

The latent dissatisfaction to these methods which 
exists among the most intelligent portion of the com- 
munity must be concentrated and made effectiv. 

There is already in New York city an organization 
which has, so far, offered the only effectual barriers 
to Comstock's methods. This is the National Defense 
Association. Single-handed, they hav: met Comstock 

‘before the legislature and before the courts, and hav 

defeated him. They should be supported both mor- 
ally and financially by all persons who believe that 
the time has come to prevent the laws being made 
an engin of persecution, not for the moral welfare 
of the community, but for the satisfaction of a pri- 
vate corporation, and the pecuniary benefit of its 
agents. 

The lecturer believes that there is, all through the 
United States, a sufficient number of persons op- 
posed to Comstockism to support an organized de- 
fense against it. He knows that the National De- 
fense Association possesses the will and the ability 
to make that desire. effectiv, and he appeals to his 
hearers, and to. those in whose hands this report may 
fail, to do their part to arrest the growing evil. 


It is not a case for protest; it is a case for action; 


and, however numerous the calls may be from other 
sources upon the means at our disposal and upon 
our moral support, if we are interested in opposing 
Comstockism, let us show it by our work, and pledge 
ourselvs that henceforth we will do something till 
the enemy has been met and the victory is ours. 
——— $9 8-49—— ——— —— 


Public Spirit as a Measure of Manhood.” 


Was it not Plato who said, “ The man who will dis- 
cover the one in the many, him would I follow as a 

od ?" : 

The loftiest minds of the world seem to be those 
who are most in love with the universal. There is a 
tendency in the human mind to seek the universal ; 
the one in the many. All efforts at generalization 
aro manifestations of this characteristic. The great 
generalizars of the word are its great philosophers. 
The great synthetic minds who originate the great 
synthetic systems of philosophy, whether in the 
world physical, psychical, social, or theological, or all 
these together, are the leading exemplars of this tend- 
ency, as also the true exemplars of the rest of man- 
kind. Moses’s universal Jehovah, Christ's universal 
love, Plato's universal model republic (for doubtless 
he so intended it), Humboldt's Cosmos, Newton's law 
of gravitation, Fourier’s destiny proportional to pas- 
sional attraction (which is the extension of Newton's 
law from the physical to the psychical and social 
worlds) and Spencer's universal law of evolution, 
together with ihe correlation of forces and the con- 
servation of energy, are some leading specific exam- 
ples. That Alexander, Cæsar, Napoleon, were great 
generals because they were great generalizers goes 
almost without saying. Taken any particular domain 
of facts or phenomena, we classify and generalize them 
to find the law or principle which governs them, 
which constitutes science. Generalizing comes from 
reflection. At this point of reflection then com- 
mences a great difference between two classes of per- 
sons, namely, the uncultured and cultured. It is of 
vital importance to consider this divergence. As it is 
with the primitiv race and the primitiv man, the 
child, so it is the character of the undeveloped and 
untrained (uncultured and unreflecting) mind to deal 
in special facts and personal interests and to act from 
impulse and by “reflex action,” and to be unplastic 
and unchangeable by individual experience; to be 
fixed in custom and given to imitation. (Iam here 
using some of the language of Spencer.) Such a 
mind does not reflect; it cannot generalize or fix at- 
tention, or combine the action of faculties ; it ig with- 
out rational curiosity, has no notions of class abstrac- 


* An indirect argument (among other things) to persuade 
people to join in the work of scientific monetary reform, 
particularly that phase of it now called “‘ International Bi- 
metalism.” 


+ Public spirit is allied with—when not the same as—the 
spirit of such men, sentiments, and accomplishments, 


of the historical method, and no notion that the law 
of evolution is the historical méthod extended. But 
the more developed, trained, and cultured mind acts 
in a freer, calmer, more reflectiv and deliberate, more 
systematic and rational way. It sees with finer eye, 
it understands with broader grasp. It is not only 
sensitiv to facts, but penetrates to their subtle rela- 
tions, and seizes hold of the law thereof—sees the 
immutability of law, the reign of law. It is as grand 
and broad in synthesis as it is fine and penetrating 
in analysis. 
flects, reasons, generalizes. It sees the one in the 
many and the many in the one. 
understands the significancy of class, abstraction, 
cause, uniformity, law, truth—and recognizes prog- 
ress with order in utilizing the historical method 
and in seeing what comes of it in the theory of evo- 
lution. 
of right, and duty, and of devotion; a love for the 
true, the beautiful and the good; a sympathy for 
others, and an appreciation of the true spirit of 
altruism. In keeping with this class of mind are the 
new ideas of evolution and a perpetual—in the main 
—progress of life, superseding the old ideas of a 
fixed type. 
jurisprudence, for example, and it is now being ex- 
tended to the question of conduct or ethics. And all 
this, on the one hand, to delineate the man of true 
public spirit, and, on the other, to point out where 
may be found the proper objects of his attention and 
care. 
enough to care about qué&tions of truth and duty. 
It.was.men of public spirit who, upon reflection, see- 
ing pauperism to be the cancer that it is upon the 
body social, hav attempted, and are now attempting, 


tion, cause, uniformity, law, truth; and no proper 
sense of justice or gentiment of altruism. It is not 
impressionable, or expansiv, or progressiv. In keep- 
ing with this state of mind was the old conception of 
fixity in nature, of fixed types, as practical standards, 
with no notion of growth, evolution, extension ; little 


It arranges, it groups, it weighs, re- 


It has ideas of and 


Such minds hav, too, a keen sense of jubtice, 


Especially is this true of politics and 


The man of public spirit is one who is great 


its removal by what has come to be known as “scien- 
tific charity.” If, then, to do what is most needful 


to be done; if to do that which will result in the 


greatest good to the greatest number, is to be the 
standard of goodness, wisdom, and nobility, then is 
public spirit the highest standard as a measure of 
manhood. An Eastern proverb says: 
They who gather wealth to giv to the poor, 
Their memory shall be fragrant as roses ; 
But they who work with their fellows so that there be no 
poor 
All the perfumes of the garden cannot measure their 
sweetness. 
RATIONAL AND EMOTIONAL CHARITY. 


Either the words artificial and natural, or indirect 
ind direct, might, with equal propriety, be used here 
instead of rational and emotional, as above. But the 
word artificial is here used in the sense (and this is 
its true sense) that art is rational control of natural 
phenomena or Jaws for human advantage; and so, 
too, therefore, the natural (natural phenomena or 
laws) are the raw material, so to speak, for art or in- 
vention to operate upon or with. (I am here using 
some of the language of Professor Ward.) Nature's 
remedy is direet and comparativly inefficient, and 
produces only effects not greater than the cause, so 
to speak. The indirect method is art, invention, su- 
peradded to nature, nature’s forces controled by in- 
vention. The natural savage man attempts ends by 
direct means, by brute force. He is on the road to 
becoming an artificial and civilized man when he in- 
vents a canoe, etc., and becomes an artist, and thus 
adopts the indirect method of crossing the river or 
havigating the ocean. From the canoe to the steam- 
ship, the bow and arréw to the Krupp gun, the 
wheelbarrow to the locomotiv and railroad train, the 
stone ax to the most improved machinery; from the 
sickle to the reaper, the flail to the threshing machine; 
the telescope, microscope, spectroscope, and their 
wonderful revelations—all come from art, invention. 
Nature givs us the power of steam, but invention and 
art giv us the steam engin and the indirect method. 
The savage becomes civilized, then, through inven- 
tion, and art, and the indirect method. 

. Now, besides this physical world and its natural 
laws, where invention and art hav done so much, 
there is this human world—the mental, spiritual, 
soul or psychic, and social world—with its phe- 
nomena and laws, where invention and art, by way of 
rational control, hav done so little, almost nothing, 
as yet, and where the unreflecting and undeveloped 
class, above described, do not yet conceive or con- 
cede the desirability or possibility of any such ra- 
tional control, and who, accordingly, hav been prac- 
ticing, and would so continue (if not themselvs con- 
troled), the direct natural “brute force” method by 
which so little has been cr can be accomplished. 
For, in this matter of charity now before us, they act 
from instinct, from sympathy, by impulse, by reflex 
action and not from reflection, and so their charity is 
direct or emotional charity, and not rational charity. 
The psychic forces, social forces, impulsiv forces, may 
be, and are to be, rationally controled, as are the 
physical forces. Natures method is here, as else- 
where, the direct and “ brute force” method, and life 


has been an open struggle ; in lower life there are no 
rights or duties. 
from a moral or social standpoint, is the direct, 
“brute force,” coerciv method. Direct charity is of 
‘this character. 
hunger or lust. 
fails to reform the world. And so, this other class 
(the developed), also above described, seeing all this, 
are essaying to apply the rational method also among 
these higher laws and phenomena, and to delibera- . 
tivly organize charity, not only as a part of their duty 
to their less fortunate fellows, but for their own 
interest, their own salvation. 


Our present system of industry, 


Sympathy is impulsiv force like 
Even religious or moral persuasion 


Count Rumford, who was the first to apply the 


rational method to the abolition of pauperism and 
the matter of charity, and who actually succeeded in 
its abolition in Bavaria, where he was afforded an op- 
portunity, has set an example of public spirit which 
has been in part attempted to be followed in England 
and, more recently, in this country,* for which we 
ought to hold him in high esteem and tender to his 
memory our lasting gratitude. 
proud of him as an American citizen, as he was. 
such he was plain Mr. Thomson. 
dom of Bavaria was being almost swamped by pau-- 
perism when Mr. Thomson undertook to treat it, and 
the king was so well pleased with his success and his 
public spirit that he conferred upon him the above 
title. 


We, too, should be 
As 
The little king- 


The writer, after twenty years of observation, 


study, and assisting in experimenting, trying to learn 
of and to understand all the advanced schemes, proj- 
ects, and propositions relativ to labor, industrial, 
and social reform, is now of the conviction that this 
inspiration, this movement in the direction of organ- 
ized charity, “ scientific charity,” if consistently, log- 
ically, and persistently carried out, is calculated to do 
more for the immediate need of society than is any 
other movement now known to him. Meantime, it 


will, of course, be inferred, from what has preceded, 
that he holds the cause of pauperism, and largely of 
crime, to lie in the want of the proper organization 
of industry, of scientific industry, scientific from an 
economic, social, or moral standpoint; that is, in the 
want of the rational control of the selfish instincts or 
forces—selfishness, pride, vanity, sexual appetite, 
ambition, etc.; of the emotional impulsiv forces— 
love, hate, fear, hope, despair, veneration, benevo- 
lence, malevolence, sympathy, etc.—and of the 
psychic and social forces; the rational control, 
through invention and art, of the physical forces 
being already attained sufficient for the complete 
abolition and prevention of pauperism. The degree 
of public spirit manifested in this movement shows a 
recognition, by those taking part in it, of the solid- 
arity of society and of the conception or fact that 
society is an organism, a social organism, as the 
individual man is an animal organism, with its 
organs and systems of organs and their functions, 
the health, balance, welfare, and perfect condition of 
which are absolutely essential to the health, welfare, 
etc., of the organism itself, and that therefore every 
part or organ, every class of persons—nay, every 
individual cell of this social organism—must be in ` 
health and harmony with its fellows, else the organ- 
ism itself cannot be sound and healthy; and con- 
trariwise, if the organism is not well-conditioned, iis 
parts, or any one of them, cannot be. Who, then, 
that has arrived at even an “enlightened self-inter- 
est" dégree of development and culture would not 
join in this movement? Public spirit has a con- ` 
science or moral intelligence that concerns itself 
about relations of humanity—human needs and 
human wants, and in righteousness. Moral progress 
in society is correlated with scientific method. Leis- 
ure comes from work, reflection from leisure, science 
from reflection; therefore civilization comes from 
work, 
. "Till each man finds his own in all men’s good, 

And all men work in noble brotherhood. 

The more we concern ourselvs in truth and duty, ` 
the more we will convince our fellows that 

This world is full of beauty 
As that other world above, 
And if man would do his duty 

It might be full of love. 

There is nothing to which the whole of this brief 
essay is more applicablé than to scientific, and there- 
fore artistic, currency reform (as one means of abolish- 
ing pauperism and of organizing industry), especially 
that phase of it now up before the world, and known 
as International Bimetalism. 

By “reflection” it may be seen that I hav practiced 
while I hav preached the “indirect method.” 

W. M. Boucuzr. 


* No special reference is here made to the so-called ** Char- 
ities Organization" of this city. The writer has reason to be- 
lieve that the originating managers of this particular affair 
do not at all appreciate the significance and importance of 
the scientific charity here advocated. 


eo 

“ Is your husband a Christian ?” asked the minister. 
*Idon'tthink so. He won't join the church.” “ That 
is very sad. Does he giv any reason for staying out 
of the fold?" “Yes. He's an official in the bank, 
and he says he can’t afford to risk his reputation,” | 
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The Museums. 

The following correspondence passed last week 
between Mayor Hewitt, chairman of the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment, and the Editor of Tae 
Trora SEEKER: 

To tae Boarp or Estimate AND APPORTIONMENT OF 
THE Ürry or New York, Gentlemen: We desire to 
call your attention to a matter of public concern of 
which you hav control, hoping that you will do 
justice between the parties interested, who are, The 
People of New York and the Trustees of the Met- 
ropolitan Museum of Art and the American Museum 
of Natural History. Our desire is that you will, as 
custodians of the money of New York, refuse to grant 
any further appropriations for the maintenance of the 
museums until they shall open their doors on Sun- 
days. Our reason is, briefly, that it is unfair to the 
people to use their funds to support institutions 
from which they derive, practically, no benefit. 

About two years ago a petition for Sunday open- 
ing was sent to the trustees of the museums contain- 
ing about twelve thousand names, mostly those of 
our German citizens. Two years ago another peti- 
tion was addressed to the same gentlemen bearing 
nearly ten thousand signatures of the representativ 
men of the city—statesmen, politicians, judges, police 
commissioners, district attorneys, lawyers, Congress- 
men, preachers, workingmen, employers—in short, 
all classes of enlightened citizens. The daily press 
of the city was almost unanimous in favor of the 
movement. At the last election, also, the Hon. 
George F. Langbein asked the votes of the citizens 
of the Seventh senatorial district for the reason that, 
when assemblyman, “he passed "—we quote frem his 
circular—" the bill to compel the opening of the 
museums in Central Park on Sundays, and appropri- 
ating $20.000 a year for that purpose. This bill is 
now a luw.” And Senator Langbein adds: “This 
givs the poor man and his family, who work all the 
week, the enjoyment of the same benefits as the rich 
man in seeing the wonders and curiosities of these 
museums.” 

In spite of all this, however, these museums ob- 
stinately keep their doors closed on Sundays, the 
only day in the week when the laboring men can 
visit them. 

We wish your kónorable body would individually 
peruse the copies of the pamphlet we inclose to you, 
entitled: “The Museums in the Park Why They 
Should be Open on Sundays.” The arguments con- 
tained therein are, we believe, satisfactory to fair- 
minded men. By them you will see that two years ago 
. the city was paying, in interest on bonds issued for 
the benefit of the museums and annual appropriations, 
$84,530. This has since been increased by several 
thousands of dollars necessary to pay interest on new 
bonds sold to enable the museums to make extensiv 
additions to the buildings. And the city is now pay- 
ing over $100,000 annually to support two beneficent 
institutions which are rendered inaccessible to the 


people by a Puritanieal obstinacy on the part of two 


Editor. 
Business Manager. 


P three prominent trustees. We appeal to you to 
right this gross injustice and to take such measures 
as shall either giv to the people what they pay for, 
or make those pay for the museums who enjoy them. 
If the museums are the private property of the 
trustees, let them support them. On the other hand, 
if the museums are the property of the people, they 
should be so managed that the people may reap the 


enjoyment to be derived from them. The buildings, 


the exclusiv management of the city be organized. 
But we believe that some arrangement can be made 


play. 
It is needless, we conceive, to enter upon elaborate 
argument as to the wisdom or unwisdom of this Sun- 


the time, the consensus of all liberal-minded men, 
and the benefits accruing from Sunday opening are 
acknowledged. New York is alone among great cities 
in having no museums of art accessible to the public 
upon the weekly rest-day. Even conservativ Phila- 
delphia leads us in this moral reform, and Boston, 
Chicago, and other thriving cities hav long since 
passed Rip Van Winklian New York. 

We ask you, therefore, to refuse further annual 
appropriations to these museums until their trustees 
shall obey the law and earn the subsidies they so 
eagerly receive. 

REPLY, 
Mayor's Orrror, New Yonx, Dec. 16, 1887. 
Eueenz M. Macpnonatp, Esq., No. 28 Lafayette "place, 

City: 

Sir: I am in receipt of your favor of the 15th inst., 
asking me as chairman of the Board of Estimate and 
Apportionment to refrain from giving to the Metro- 
politan Museum of Art and the American Museum 
of Natural History any further appropriations for 
their support. You do not seem to be aware that the 


law in regard to these institutions is absolutely man- 


datory upon the. Board of Estimate and Apportion- 
ment, who are required to appropriate $30,000 per 
annum for their support whether they are open on 
Sunday or not. Your request, therefore, is that the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment shall disobey 
the law. As a good citizen, you will hardly expect 
public officers to refuse to do their duty. In regard 
to the opening of these museums on Sunday, I hav 
always insisted, with you, that they ought to bé open, 
and as a trustee of the American Museum of Natural 
History I hav always voted for the proposition. My 
Sineerity, therefore, will hardly be questioned by 
those who know the facts. You quote from Mr. 
Langbein a statement that the bill referred to by him 
compels the opening of the Central Park museums 
on Sundays. This statement is not correct. The 
bill referred to provides for an additional appropria- 
tion of $20,000, provided it is asked for by the mu- 
seums, in which case the museums would be opened 
on Sundays. No such application, however, has been 
been made to the Board of Estimate and Ápportion- 
ment. "Therefore the condition to which you refer 
cannot be imposed upon theamuseums. 
Yours respectfully, 
AsRAM S. Hewrrr, Mayor. 


This seems to settle the matter so far as the mu- 
nicipal authorities are concerned. "The city must go 
on appropriating $30,000 per year and paying interest 
on bonds to the tune of some $70,000, and the fanat- 
ical Mr. Jesup can hav his way in managing the 
museums. If New York city could govern itself 
this would soon be changed, for Mayor Hewitt and 
his colleagues on the Board of Estimate and Appor- 
tionment are, we believe, fully and energetically in 
favor of Sunday opening. But in this matter the 
rural deacon who gets elected by his church to the 


Assembly has more to say than the city officers, and 


more than the people who support the institutions 
named. That is one benefit accruing to New York 
from its present form of government. 

We congratulate Mayor Hewitt upon the stand he, 
as mayor, and a trustee of one of the museums, has 
taken. It is worthy of the son-in-law of Peter 
Cooper, the philanthropist and heretic. And having 
got the city authorities on record, and knowing how 
impossible it is to influence Christian bigots like 
Jesup, whose vote seems to count more than all the 
other trustees of the museums, we advise those who 


at least, are the public's, and if the treasures therein 
are not, let them be removed, and museums under 


with the present custodians of all the art-works the 
city owns when they find that you stand firm for fair 


day opening. That has been settled by the spirit of 


des're to visit the museums on Sundays to first make 
a trip to Albany. 


—— 9 ———————— 
A Religion of Cruelty. 

The advocates of Christianity claim for their re. 
ligion that it is one of kindness and mercy. “God 
is love" is a text twice repeated by St. John, on 
which they delight to dwell They preach divine 
goodness and tenderness, and insist that the highest 
development of these virtues upon earth is to be 
found in men where moral natures hav become most 
perfectly united to that of their divinity. 

If “God is love," truly a strange record of his acts 
is that we meet with in the pages of the Bible which 
makes the assertion. A strange love it was which 
placed temptation in the path of those liable to err, 
and then barbarously punished their innocent de. 
scendants for all time because they fell A strange 
love that sent his chosen people forth, a savage 
horde, among peaceful nations, to burn, to pillage, 
and destroy. A strange love that created man, know- 
ing that sin would be a condition of his existence, yet 
attaching to it the penalty of everlasting torment. 

If *God is love," in & wonderful way does he 
manifest it in his government of the world. We see 
it and feel it every day, every hour, of our lives. It 
is all around us and within us, that we may behold it, 
suffer by it,and worshipit. By the couch of the sick, 
whose limbs are racked by pain, and lips parched in 
the agony of fever. By the grave over which the 
bereaved, the widow and the orphan, weep in vain. 
By the sad sea-wave, that seems mockingly to chant 
a dirge to the memory of dear ones lost beneath 
its surface. It is in the cell of the condemned, falsely 
condemned maybe, who watches the coming light as 
it steals through the iron bars of his prison, herald- 
ing the day that is to be his last. It is in the miser- 
able hovel, where poverty makes life a burden. It is 
in the lonely chamber of many a just man who for 
his faithful adherence to honest principle is suffering 
for want of bread. 

This is the love that Christianity offers us as the 
objeet of our adoration and imitation. This is to be 
our God and our model. No marvel if those who 
kneel at his altars become hardened in heart toward. 
their fellow-creatures. No wonder if, instead of hu- 
man kindness, mercy, and tenderness, we find among 
them Christian harshness, bitterness, and cruelty. 
We might expect it to be so, and it is so. 

The man whose highest ambition and dearest hope 
is to win a place in heaven, where sorrow and pain 
are unknown, and from thence, gazing down upon & 
lake of fire, seeing there chained in eternal torments 
those who on earth comforted him in affliction, and 
relieved him in want, and seeing this to find in it a 
source of increased joy, has cast away the human 
love that should adorn every human breast, and 
placed between his heart and his fellow-men the cold, 
repelling armor of Christian cruelty. 

Christianity is cruel, for it teaches its disciples to 
conform their natures to that of a cruel God. Men 
of naturally kind and gentle spirits hav sat in judg- 
ment on heretics, and condemned them to the stake. 
Such men sit in judgment on heretics to-day, and 
hav less pity for them than for a thief or murderer. 
If they cannot burn, they can ostracize; if they cannot 
stretch the body upon the rack, they can heap upon 
the head insult, abuse, and falsehood. 

But it is not only the heretic and the Infidel that hav 
to suffer at their hands. “See how these Christians 
fove one another.” How the Christian employers 
cut down the wages of the Christian workman to 
the lowest point at which existence can be main- 
tained. How the Christian ruler exercises his su- 
premacy over a Christian people by depriving them 
of all the rights and privileges of manhood that 
might, by any possibility, prove a check to his au- 
thority. How the fat, sleek, well-fed Christian priest 
extorts from the hard earnings of his Christian dupes 


the means whereby he may enjoy increased luxury 


and ease. Then you may see how the worship of a 
cruel God hardens the heart of man. . 

There is yet a lower depth in the miry pit to which 
their religion drags them down. There is yet a 
meaner barbarism to which their barbarous deity has 
consigned them. There are on earth millions of 
creatures lower in the scale of intelligence, but sensi- 
tiv as we are. The God who commanded tbat these 
creatures should, merely for his own gratification, be 
slaughtered upon his altars, must take a savage joy 
in inflicting torment. The refinement of cruelty is 


exhibited in selecting the means of death most lin- 
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gering and painful And although as men became 


more civilized and gentle the God they imagined be- 


came so ioo, there is still enough of the old savage 


left in both to cause the beast, and bird, and fish 


many a bitter pang. If we hav made laws to protect 
animals, they are human laws, without foundation in 
canons of churches, or precepts of scripture. We 


once heard a very little child giv expression to the 


idea that it must be as great a sin to hurt a harmless 
beast as to inflict pain upon a man. 
was that the beast was not such by his own selection. 


He was looked upon with horror by his elders, and 
told that there was a vast difference between a cat 
Roman Catholics teach that cruelty 
to animals is no sin, because God has given all 
the lower creatures to man for his pwn use, to do 


and a Christian. 


with them as he chose. It is to be discouraged, 
as ténding to generate an unfeeling spirit which, 


becoming habitual, might be extended toward our 
fellow-Christians, but it is not in itself even a 
It is not surprising that such teach- 


venial fault. 


ing should bear its fruit. The innocent and help- 


less dumb brutes suffer worst treatment where 
the religion of Christ has most sway. From the 
Mohammedan and pagan people of the East they re- 
ceive kindly consideration. Among the ultra-Chris- 
lian peasantry of Italy and Ireland, they are tortured 


in a way calculated to chill the blood of the beholder. 


In the city of Rome, during the temporal power of 
the.papacy, live geese were constantly carried about 
by pedlars of pens, who plucked a quill from their 
In villages in 
the south of Ireland, where the man who missed at- 
tending mass on a Sunday or omitted his Easter con- 
fession and communion would be shunned as a leper, 
there is witnessed the most barbarous inhumanity 
As nations become 
humanized out of their faith, they advance in the great 
quality of mercy to those beneath them. Bull-bait- 
ings, bear-baitings, cock and dog fights, were com- 
mon sports when Christianity held the upper hand. 
Every blow that Infidelity has dealt it has been a 
blessing to the suffering animals. Only in the realms 
of his most Catholic and most juvenil majesty of 
are bull-fights 
Even in Rome, since it has become 
secularized, a society for the prevention of cruelty to 


quivering limbs for every purchaser. 


practiced on helpless beasts. 


Spain, and in priest-ridden Mexico, ar 
still common. 


animals has been established. 


. To help make this world happy, we id show 


kindness, mercy, and pity to all who dwell on it. 


Our fellow-men are „entitled to all we can giv them, 
irrespectiv of their agreement or disagreement with 


‘our opinions in religion, politics, or any other matter. 


Our dumb neighbors must come in for their full 
If some must be slain for food, and others 
destroyed on account of their noxious or dangerous 
qualities, let us rather deplore the necessity than 
Let us seek, as far as pos- 


share. 


take pleasure in the act. 
sible, to rob death of its attendant pains and terrors. 


Thus shall we cultivate and refine the true human 
spirit, and purge it from the savage propensities that 


hav been too long fostered by the worship of cruel 


Gods. 
— ————— 


The Evangelical Alliance. 
The Evangelical Alliance which met recently in 


Washington was a revelation to the country of the 
impractical but fanatical character of the Protestant 


clergy. The gist of the speeches made was that 


unless the people of this country submitted them- 
selvs materially and spiritually, body and soul, legally 
and morally, to the Protestant wing of Christianity 
the nation would go direct to sheol, and that very 
soon. No more arrogant gathering has been held 
since the Council of Trent settled all past and future 
problems. The speakers seem possessed with the 
idea that in each individual paper could be found the 
sum of human wisdom and the philosophy which 
should tranquilize the world. Mr. William E. Dodge 
started in by saying : 

** The times call for an applied Christianity that can meet 
all the needs and relations of man to man. 

** Christian men understand that a religion worth the name 
must bring cheer into every home, hope into every life, bring 
into close touch and sympathy and mutual confidence ail 
classes, must kill self-seeking and self-indulgences, and at 
any cost of time, money, or comfort, its followers must liv 
as Christ lived on earth, with the people and for the people.” 

Dr. Daniel Dorchester, of Boston, thus orpained 
the source of evil: 

“ At least fifty-four per cent of the population of our fifty 
Jargest towns are foreigners of the first or second degree. 


His argument 


There are, indeed, many who would be valuable material for 
any state, but making liberal allowance for these, the balance 
is heavily on the other side. They constitute the chief 
stronghold of political corruption, Socialism, Sabbath-break- 
ing, and venomously Nihilistic aims.” 


Rev. J. M. Foster said: 


“ A Christian nation should hav a Christian government, 
and this would solve the immigration problem." 

Simeon G. Baldwin said : 

“I think the Greek and Roman, and ancient nations 
generally, were wisest in making the father the priest. In 
this respect the Roman Catholic church does better than 
‘others.” 

A voice :. ** I don't recognize it as a Christian church at all.” 

“ I hav found in work I hav done in Connecticut in con. 
nection with Mr. Dike that the Catholic church has often 
given us most efficient help,” responded Mr. Baldwin. 

President Donge said: 

** The Alliance has always co-operated heartily with the 
Catholic church for all that is good, although it has been 
obliged to protest against the ultramontane attack upon our 
public schools.” 


Rev. Dr. MacArthur said: 


. * The time is fast approaching when the advocates of the 
saloon will be ostracized from good society. They will be 
obliged to form a political party of their own, and the pop- 
ular vote will be a political power that will crush them as 
soon a8 united action is taken by the best classes of our 
citizens.” 

President Angell ssid: = 

“Tt has been unjustly charged that the church is not a 
friend to the poor. Facts show her to be their best friend. 

“t The church is a mediator and teacher to rebuke the op- 
pressor and instruct the laboring classes.” 

Ex-Mayor Low of Brooklyn said: 

* Pools and trusts do not aim at the benefit of labor, but 
of stockholders, and they should not wonder at the hostility 
of labor and of society at large. There is here a great op- 
portunity for the church to act as a mediator.” 


The Rev. Dr. Storrs said: 


** I do not think there is any reason for thinking that Chris- 
tianity has not divine and divinely directed resources ade- 
quate for the emergency. The great thing needed is to 
gather up and Concentrate our power. This is an old anda 
wholly practical counsel. Every great political, social, and 
religious enterprise demands such coóperation. Itis needed 
to keep us devoted, courageous, hopeful. The isolated are 
apt to become moody and acrid. The whole is greater than 
the sum of its parts in all warfare, and preéminently so in 
warfare for Christ.” 

Bishop Harris said : : 

** The Bible, the Sabbath, and liberty of conscience must 
be defended, with Christ as our leader indeed, but with our 
own activ codperation as well, or we shall go the way of 
other nations whose early history has been fair and promis. 
ing. We would be.cowards and traitors if we did not recog. 
nize and fight the old but now freshly awakened forces of 
. publie and socia] disorder.” 


The Rev. Washington Gladden said: 


** We must recognize the peril to our industries and to the 
government if the present widespread discontent develops 
into Anarchism. We must throttle that by law, but we must 
use prevention to keep it from coming to that. The un. 
reasonable demands of the workingman must be, as far as 


possible, modified by reason and love, and this only the 


church can do successfully.” 


After getting off these smart sentences the Alliance 
adjourned to the White House and told President 
Cleveland how deeply affectionate was the regard of 
the Protestent clergy for him and his beautiful wife, 
‘and urged him to cooperate with the Alliance in the 
cause of Christianity. "Thé president proved himself 
equal to the hypocritical occasion, and said: 


“Iam glad to meet so large a delegation from the Evan- 
gelical Alliance of the United States. I understand the pur- 
pose of this Alliance to be the application of Christian rules 
of conduct to the problems and exigencies of social and po- 
litical life. Such a movement cannot fail to produce the most 
valuable results. All must admit that the reception of the 
teachings of Christianity results in the purest patriotism, in 
the most scrupulous fidelity to public trust, and in the best 
type of citizenship. Those who manage the affairs of gov- 
ernment are by this means reminded that the law of God de- 
mands that they should be courageously true to the interests 
of the people, and that the ruler of the universe will require 
of them a strict account of their stewardship. The people, 
too, are thus taught that their happiness and welfare will be 
best promoted by a conscientious regard for the interest of 
a common brotherhood, and that the success of a govern- 
ment by the people depends upon the morality, the justice, 
and the honesty of the people. Your noble mission, if under- 
taken in a broad and generous spirit, will surely arrest the 
attention and respectful consideration of your fellow-citizens ; 
and your endeavors, consecrated by benevolence and patri- 
otic love, must exert a powerful influence in the enlighten- 
ment and improvement of our people, in illustrating the 
strength and stability of our institutions, and in advancing 
the prosperity and greatness of our beloved land.” 


And then the members of the Alliance went home 
satisfied that they were the saints of the Lord, to 
whom belongs the earth and its fulness, 


Sauce for the Goose is Not Sauce for the Gander. 


The Rev. Justin D. Fulton, Baptist, formerly of 
Brooklyn, has written & book which he entitles, 
* Why Priests Should Wed." It purports to be an 
exposure of the infamies of convents and the confes- 
sional, and relates many noxious facts. The Rand- 
Avery Printing Co., of Boston, undertook to print 
it, but when the copy was given out to female 
compositors they refused to work upon it, and the 
Rand-Avery Company stopped work and notified 
the Rev. Mr. Fulton that they did not publish ob- 
scene books. This made Mr. Fulton angry, and he 
wrote to his friend Anthony Comstock. Mr. Com- 
stock thereupon writes him in reply that, after an 
examination of the book, he believes Dr. Fulton’s 
motivs and intentions absolutely honest and right, 
and that the facts collected are absolutely true, sup- 
ported by living witnesses. 


Now, we want to know what right Mr. Comstock 
has to take into account Mr. Fulton’s motivs or in- 
tentions in judging of his book? Every United 
States court into which Comstock has inveigled a vic- 
tim has decided that the intentions of authors are 
not to be considered by juries. No expert testimony 
has ever been allowed. D. M. Bennett, E. H. Hey- 
wood, and others hav been sent to prison in this 
way. Judge Paul who tried Mrs. Slenker, would 
not allow her intentions to be weighed. The jury 
could only consider whether the “tendency of the 
matter is to deprave and corrupt the morals of those 
whose minds are open to such influence, and into 
whose hands a publication of this sort may fall. It 
is within the law if it would suggest impure and libid- 
inous thoughts in the young and the inexperienced.” 
So ruled Judge Benedict, and he has been followed 
by all the rest. Now, if an exposé of the Romish 
confessional, written by a sensational and prejudiced 
Protestant preacher, will not excite libidinous 
thoughts in the young, we do not know what will, 
unless it be the Old Testament! We are willing 
to grant that Comstock is an expert in obscenity, 
though deplorably ignorant of general literature, and 
. he undoubtedly knows the rulings of the courts. His 
letter to Fulton, then, exposes to the public his arro- 
gant assumption of the office of literary censor, and 
his high and mighty character. His religious friends 
can print all the obscenity they want to, provided 
their motivs‘are good, but heretical writers and 
artists must not write valuable treatises nor exhibit 
classic pictures in which a word or painted line may 
possibly offend the good Saint Anthony! That is the 
sum and substance of his “decision.” 

If the general public like this sort of thing, it is 
just the sort of thing the general public ought to 
hav. But for one, we desire to enter an indignant 
protest against allowing Anthony Comstock, or any 
one else, to exercise this irresponsible power. 

— tO 


Tue Sun of this city tells this joke on our esteemed 
Spiritual contemporary : ** Luther Colby, the veteran editor 
of the Banner of Light, the oldest journal devoted to Spirit. 
ualism in this country, has recently spent several days in 
New York. Mr. Colby is & medium, and his attendant ghost 
is one Ocean Brave, a very large, powerful, but invisible 
Indian. Last Sunday morning an ex.judge, well known in 
New York, called on Mr. Colby at his hotel, and founa him 
sitting on his bed in an apparently disturbed state of mind. 
‘I can't go out to-day, judge; impossible,’ said Mr. Colby. 
* What's the matter?’ inquired the judge. ‘Matter! Why, 
Ocean Brave has been up to his old tricks. He has stolen 
my vest again, and it’s the second time.’ Then Mr. Colby 
arose with a woebegone expression on his countenance—he 
bears a striking resemblance to the best likeness extant of 
Mr. Pickwick—and began to search through the bed-clothes 
for his lost vest. He turned down the blankets, shook out: 
the sheets, looked under the mattress, but found no vest. 
Then he grew wrathy, and, shaking his fist at the point in 
empty space where Ocean Brave was supposed to be, cried 
out: *D—n you, Ocean Brave! tell me where that vest is, or 
T'll never speak to you again.’ Then he went to the bureau 
and pulled out every drawer, and pushed each one back with 
a bang. He searched under the wash-bowl and through a 
small closet. No vest. Then he sat down in a very sad sort 
of way and said : ‘Judge, it’s no use. I can’t go out to-day. 
This is the meanest trick he has served me.’ Once more Mr. 
Colby clenched his fist and shook it in close proximity to the 
place where the face of the playful Indian was supposed to 
be. ‘Now, then, Ocean Brave,’ said he, ‘I giv you fair 
warning. Tell me at once where that vest is, or you and I 
part Company forever.’ A moment of intense expectancy, 
and then upon the face of the editor of the Banner of Light 
there slowly dawned the light of a broad smile. The smile 
was gradually eclipsed by the gentle withdrawal of Mr. 
Colby's shirt. The vest was there, put on over the under- 
shirt, and all nicely brttoned up. ‘I knew] could make 
him tell,’ said Colby.” 
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1887. 


Letters from friends. 


Havana, ILL., Nov. 25, 1887. 
‘Mr. Eprror: Having taken your valuable paper now 


over a year, allow me to say that I am well pleased with |. 


it, and the longer I take it the more I like it. Iain glad we 
hav a man strong . nough in principle and energy to show up 
the untruthfulness of Christianity. It takes a man that has 
respect for the truth and right, and my wish is that you may 
long liv to edit the grand old Trora SEEKER. And I hope 
Mr. Heston's store-house of pictures will never-be exhausted. 
Was glad to hear Aunt Elmina is free again. 
Yours, J. A. WEABER. 


OPHIR, CAL., Dec. 5, 1887. 

Mr. Eprrog: I hav neither the education nor the com- 
mand of words to explain my feelings in regard to the 
Chicago tragedy which came to pass on the 11th of Novem- 
ber last. I do not side in with Anarchy, but I do say that all 
people are entitled to justice, regardless of religious opinions, 
and that free speech should he better protected from Com- 
stockism than it is at the present time. It appears to me as 
if Governor Oglesby has taken items or advice from the silent 
counselor, the Bible, in Deut. xiii, 6-9, and 2 Sam. xxi, 
1-9, in regard to these helpless victims. We out here in 
California hav our opinion of such a governor, and especially 
of such a sheriff, who would not allow the condemned men a 
word from the gallows to their fellow-beings. It seems as 
though this was a step into despotism and intolerance instead 
of justice and humanity. Ihope the time may soon come when 
justice and humanity will rule, instead of a Bible of intoler- 
ance and a persecuting God to do the ruling. Long may the 
grand old TRUTH SEEKER liv, for the grand work it is doing. 
And a Happy New Year to Watson Heston. 

Lewis KatsER. 


Br. Joans, ILL., Dec. 3, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: I send amount to pay up to first of January, 
1889. It has been along time since I wrote a letter to the 
good old Teura SEEKER, one of the best papers ever pub- 
lished. The illustrations are immense, as they convey in- 
struction to the student of history and theology— a little too 
much for the health of the latter. "There are many thoughts 
bolting into my mind that I would be glad to write, but, for 
want of time, must desist. I hav been of the opinion all the 
time that you take a proper view of the Anarchists’ case. 
They were simply murdered. 

We need not claim to hav a good government as long as 
capital punishment exists. "There is nothing humane in tak- 
ing the life of our fellow-being. 

It is very interesting to read the travels of our Brothers 
Putnam and Reynolds; and as for Brothers: Bell, Andrew, 
and Remsburg, I hav had the pleasure to hav them with us 
in times past, and those who cannot enjoy such company 
are not fit for this world; and if there should happen to be 
8 future, they would be & poor acquisition over there. 

Wm. A. THOMPSON. 


ABILENE, Kan., Nov. 26, 1887. 

Mz. Eprror: This is the worst priest-ridden town in the 
state. There are some few Liberals here, but, with one or 
two exceptions, they dare not say their soul is their own. I 
see that in other towns they hav societies for the promotion 
of Freethought and hav lecturers visit them. There are 
Putnam, and Reynolds, and Remsburg, and several others 
who are making things red-hot in other towns. Why can’t 
some of them come here and giv the old ship of Zion a shot 
or two? I had a letter from Remsburg some time ago, but 
had to be away from home at that time, and I would not hav 
known how to go to work to start the ball rolling if I had 
been here. 

Will you please tell us how to start things along? There is 
nothing here but ‘‘ Jesus! Jesus!"—three or four meetings 
hallooing every night in the week. 

The Salvation Army has been in full blast for five or six 
months and no let up to it, and, last but not least, the Free 
Methodists hav opened up in the next room to me, and it 
makes me tired. Please to show us how to start something 
else, if it is only a Punch and Judy show—anything for a 
change. Every man has a preacher a-straddle of his neck. 

Yours truly, A. Q. ELLSWORTH. 


Gress Faris, N. Y., Nov. 26, 1887. 

Mz. Eprror: I would like to ask our Materialist friends if 
evolution, after toiling for millions of years to bring us up to 
where we just begin to understand a little something, is 
going to stop short in her work long enough to drop us out 
of existence. If so, I think the whole business is the most 
useless work that can be imagined, the most stupendous non- 
sense that can be conceived. I think it would need a deity 
to hatch up anything so perfectly useless, so perfectly hor- 
rible, as to bring living beings into life to suffer as man and 
beast both hav to fora term of years, and then hav it end 
there. There is no language that I can use to express my 
contempt, if that is the case, when I think what I hav 
been through—and my case is mild compared with millions 
of others. A cyclone of suffering, of sorrow, and despair, 
and then let it end there, with no redress, only go to sleep 
and forget it! If that is all there is for me, I am afraid I 
shall be a blasphemer. And even that privilege will be 
denied me, I presume. Wall, so mote it be. 

I am for knowledge, justice, truth, and mercy to ‘all the 
human race; no putting anyone to death. Let nature do her 
own work; let barbarism be done away with; let the whole 
human race learn to be brothers and sisters, and love and care 
for each other, is the wish of 

Your unworthy servant, C. C. Horoows. 

P.S.—Before the human race reaches better conditions, I 

think they wil hay to learn to stop eating flesh of beasts. 


son, if this letter should fall in her hands. 


That keeps us savage and brutal toward everything. There 
are no wild bessts that ever destroyed each other as the 
human face hav their kind. The reason why is because we 
eat flesh and keep up the fiendish nature that is born 
in us. : H. 


Eaton RAPIDS, Mion., Dec. 6, 1887. 

Mz. Eprror : Seeing in your last paper the letter of the 
Silverton Secular Society reminded me that ours should be 
noticed through your columns. 

While C. B. Reynolds was here last March he organized 
such an association at our place, to be known as the Eaton 
Rapids (Mich.) Secular Society. He said to us that our first 
two months would be the hardest part of our work, but, 
thanks to him and the good members, we hav a society that 
we are proud of. We meet every two weeks, at 2 o'clock 
Sunday afternoons, at the homes of the members; hav read- 
ings, lectures, and good singing, also short speeches. We 
hav one dozen singing-books, ‘‘The Song Greeting,” and as 
we hav two singing teachers we hav plenty of music. 

Last Sunday we met at the pleasant home of Mr. and Mrs. 
H. W. Potter, and had a pleasant time. The Baptist minis- 


ter of our place was in attendance (he is one of the ones that | 


can see good among Liberals), and gave usa few minutes’ 
speech; said he thought honest and earnest men and women 
were a good in society, and we seemed to be such; gave 
us good cheer, and hoped we would prosper in our gather: 
ings. Now, I call this a good sign of the times. 

We hav a rollcall of the members, and nearly every- 
one responds with a good quotation; last Sunday one little 
eight-year-old member responded with this, **'The school- 
house is my cathedral." i 

Sunday, December 18th, we meet at W. S. Henderson's, on 
Broad street, and we anticipate a good time. 

The 29th of January next they will meet at A. Atwood's, 
Plainstreet. Asthis will bethe birthday of one of our pioneers 
of Freethought we want to make it a day to be remembered ; 
and I will say that the many readers of this letter are invited 
to'be present, and especially Mrs. A. E. N. Rich, of Jack- 
We would love to 
hear one of her beautiful poems recited at that time. Now, 
this is an invitation to all those within a hundred miles of 
Eaton Rapids. Yours truly, Mes. R. E. Arwoop, 

Bec. E. R. Bec. Society. 


Kenr, O., Dec. 7, 1887. 

Mz. Tonor: In answer to J. K. Magie, in Tar Trora 
SEEKER of December 3d, allow me to say that I feel obliged 
for his statements, as every lover of the truth wishes to hear 
both sides of a question. I think, however, the brother is à 
little off in some of his conclusions. I am only fifty years" 
old, never edited a newspaper, nor gained a residence in 
Chicago, but I was there on business from March until July, 
during all the strike and Haymarket trouble. I was on the 
square or near it nearly every day while there, saw the 
crowd, the class of people, etc., but did not hear any 
speeches. If all who advocated the taking of the law into 
their own hands were Anarchists, there must hav been many 
times the number mentioned by my friend Magie. I sawa 
red flag mysteriously make its appearance in a shop where I 
was getting work done. 

As I understand the law, it is not necessary for a man to be 
guilty of either making or throwing & bomb himself, but to 
advocate and advise the same makes him equally guilty with 
the more brave man (forgiv the term used) who does so 
throw it. Then the question is, Did the convicted Anarchists 
so advise? Not taking Webster to define Anarchy, but cir- 
culars now before me from Anarchists themselvs, I read: 
«What is Anarchy ? Answer: It is a state of society wherein 
no one interferes with the action of his neighbors; where 
liberty is untrammeled by law ; where license does not exist ; 
where force is not the regulator of actions." It then goes on 
to show that no man should be held subject to law. 

Consequently, as the Chicago convicts did not deny being 
Anarchists, and even hurrahed for Anarchy on the gallows, 
we know they must believe in doing away with law. But as 
there has already been much said pro and con about this 
affair, I do not wish to take up space in our valuable TRUTH 
SEEKER, but will say that without doubt the clergy, and 
especially Catholicism, had much to do in tampering with 
justice. Iam glad Brother Magie is not one of the Anarch- 
ists (although they hav some good ideas), but an advocate of 
Freethought. I hope to liv to see the people so educated 
that we may not wish to break or do away with any law on 
our statutes, but until such time I for one shall say, disobey 
none of the laws of our noble country, but make better laws 
as fast as possible. The creator of all things works by laws, 
and takes time to perfect everything that is created, and can 
man do any better ? A. D. Swan. 


KANKAKEE, ILL., Nov. 27, 1887. 

Mz. Eprrog: During the last twenty years I hav been read- 
ing the Bible, and I find so many difficulties coming up in 
every direction that I would-be glad to find some person that 
could giv me a key that would unlock the mysteries in read- 
ing the so-called holy Bible. If I call on an orthodox Chris- 
tian, he will ask me if I believe the Bible to be the inspired 
word of God. Itell him that I cannot believe that it is in- 
spired.. Then he tells me that he does not want to talk 
with me on this subject. I came into my office this 
Sabbath morning and commenced reading of an act of this 
Holy Ghost as recorded in the Bible that shows him up in 
a bad light to me. We read that a sin committed against 
the father or against the son can be forgiven in this world, 
but that a sin committed against the Holy Ghost cannot 
be forgiven in this world or the world to come, and no man 
can tell you what this sin is. He wants you to go it blind 
through this life, so that he can hav the exquisit pleasure of 
giving you hell in the next world. We hav had a few in our 
asylum insane that believed that they had committed this 


'all one. 
"affected the other two. 


if he was the son of the Holy Ghost. 
me that I must read it in this way: Father, Son, and Holy 
-Ghost, all being one, overshadowed the Virgin Mary, and Jesus 
-was the result. 
father. «Now, if these things hav a spiritual meaning, please 


iquently done. 
-brought by & poor man against a rich company took such 
‘action, giving verdict in favor of the company. I know 


sin, and now there was no hope for them. All persons that 
really believe this doctrin will be sent to the asylum. Will 
some good Christian be kind enough to name some good acts 
that this Holy Ghost has done for humanity, if he knows of 
any? 

We read in the Bible that Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are 
Then I would like to know how the killing of Jesus 
How are we to understand the lan. 
guage Jesus used, if the three are all one, when he said, “O 
father! ifit be possible let this cup pass. But not mine, but 


thy will be done,” showing clearly théy had two wills? The 


holy record says, Matt. i, 20: ‘‘ Thou son of David, fear not 
to take unto thee Mary thy wife, for that which is con. 
ceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.” ` Then I would like to ask 
some one to explain to me why Jesus is called God’s only son, 
Ministers hav told 


Then I hav to believe that Jesus was his own 


. Fraternally, H. S. HarL.. 


CLEVELAND, O., Nov. 27, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: Without any thought as to the guilt or in- 


giv us the spiritual. 


;inocence of Mrs. Slenker, I am constrained to take issue with 


one of your editorial comments on her trial. Why should 
any judge take a case from the jury? I am aware it is fre- 
Lately in this city a judge in a damage suit 


nothing as to the merits of the case, but the principle is 
wrong. i 
So in a great many other cases where the people think 


:their rights are safe, even the poorest, they are mistaken. 


Take, for instance, our homestead exemption laws, lien laws, 
etc.— what value are half of them without legislators and 
judges who do not play into the hands of monopoly to 
nullify them ? Take, for instance, à poor man who finds him. 
self unable to meet his obligations; he finds on coming to 
settle up that his creditors can take his home from him with- 
out any trouble. The note he signs always contains a clause 
something like this: ‘‘ We hereby waive all homestead and 
exemption laws whatever,” etc. Of course, a man might 
refuse to sign such a note, but would find it hard work to 
get any credit if he did not. All blanks (in this state, at 
least) hav it printed on them in small type. Ifa man can 
sign away his rights and courts sanction it as legal, what 
guarantee of justice are they ? In his distress he will sign 
them. Our usury laws also come under the same condemna- 
tion. Anyone wishing to borrow a hundred dollars pays, so 


the note says, six per cent—in reality, twenty-five to thirty ; 


frequently fifty per cent—interest. The way it is done is 
ptobably too well known to need illustration, yet there are 
some people who go blindly along—like Christians—taking 
everything for granted that they are brought up to believe; 
they never learn till they are bit. They read the face of the 
law, but don’t go behind the returns. They bear not one 
another’s burdens. If they hav to fake a hand at carrying 
some time, they may wish they had, especially when they 
would hav had to only exert a little mental work for the 
enlightenment of their fellow-beings, and their fellow-voters 
in particular ; for what is the use of vofing men into office that 
they may be enforcers of laws that they secretly hate and 
sneer at? 

This is a discursiv letter, so let me air some more of my 
ideas. I wonder what is the Bible meaning of usury, and if 
ministers and their congregations know or care. Do they 
know when, where, and how it became changed from its 
primitiv meaning ?, I wonder how long the authorities and 
the press will watch and publish records of Knights of Labor 
assemblies and their constitutions, and let the Knights of St. 
John go, an armed treasonable organization. 

And I wonder how long it will be before people get enough 
intelligence into them to know that a logical ‘statement does 
not need the backing of a good character. This last idea is 
because the mass of fools, when you are dutifully trying to 
do your duty by beating some sense into their heads about 
religion or politics, if you giv a quotation from what they 
think a suspicious source, will say, ** Oh, that's nothing, for 
that man was such and such a man.” If it was a matter of 
veracity, there would be some sense in their usual objection. 

How can this letter be better brought to a close (though I 
hav not said half that I would wish to) than by expressing 
my delight that our three principal newsdealers now keep 
Tux Troura SEEKER on sale, and to find that my home town 
contains so able a Freethinker as John P. Guild, whose able 
letter in your paper gave me much delight ? M. F. G. 


- Cmicáao, Irr., Dec. 5, 1887. 

Mz. Eptror: To A. D. Swan, Kent, O., I wish to extend 
the right hand of fellowship. He voices my sentiments most 
admirably. 

The object of this letter is to enter a vigorous protest 
against the teaching and preaching of Anarchism in the 
rooms of the Chicago Secular Union. 

Some two or three weeks ago, Mr. Wallace, of Abingdon, 
Ill, delivered a lecture on the usury system, which was & 
clear, forcible, and logical lecture, instructiv and highly en- 
tertaining. Mr. Wallace is a fluent speaker, and handles 
this subject in a masterly manner, and, I judge, has made it 
8 study for years, and is perfectly honest and consistent in 
his views. l 

Thus much for the lecture and the lecturer. To certain of 
the critics I beg to take exception. One critic jumped to his 
feet, and, with a wild fiourish of arms, blurted out that he 
was straight on the road to the gallows—to which I heartily 
applauded, “Godspeed!” Among the thousand and one 
brainless remarks he made was this, that ‘‘this government 
was the most tyrannical of any government on the face of 
the earth," I brand that as an infamous lie, and 4 libel on 
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the intelligence of the members that compose the Chicago 
Secular Union. To this kind of blatant, brainless bunkum I, 
for one, object. . Are we to confine ourselvs to the Nine De- 
mands of Liberalism, or are we to use them asa cloak to 
cover, foster, and encourage the villainous doctrins of An- 
archism? If so, I want to know it. I believe the Nine De- 
mands to be broad enough and grand enough that every 
Liberal in the land can take an infinit pride in claiming them: 
as his platform. If Anarchism is to be taught in the Chicago 
Secular Union, I predict for it a short life. Anarchism has 
ruined every organization that has been contaminated by its 
slimy touch. _ - i 

The Henry George movement in New York that two years 
ago.rolled up a grand total of 68,000 votes has fallen away to 
one-half that number. That noble organization, the Knights 
of Labor, that at one time could proudly show a membership 
roll of 700,000 names, has dwindled down to a comparativly 
small order. And just as surely as that infernal doctrin, the 
acme of madness, the consummation of all that is wild, vis- 
ionary, and villainous, the doctrin of Anarchism, obtains a 
foothold in the Chicago Secular Union, just so surely will 
that Union be torn asunder and disgraced. 


Yours for all true Liberal principles, LIBERAL. 


, Onanaz Crry, Ia., Nov. 30, 1887. 

Mr. Epıror: Inclosed please to find the sum of $8, for 
which send me your paper one year. I hav been taking it 
two years from a news-stand, but it seems that my Infidel pa- 
per never came on time, although the others did, and I 
suspected that the administration might be Christian. Wel, 
‘I suppose it will come correctly now, if Comstock does not 
jerk you up for sending out lewd, obscene, or objectionable 
matter through the mail. : . 

In all your attacks on various sects it seems to me that you 
never struck a blow at the Dutch Reformed church, and of 
all the sects I hav met I think them almost the worst, the Ro- 

' man Catholic pest excepted. Here in this settlement of Hol- 
Janders we are favored with seven churches in which the 
Dutch Reformed Lord is addressed in the Holland language, 
and one where he seems be more civilized, and to hav got 
up to common English. This church acts as an immigration 
Society, and you can understand what class they bring over— 
only the worst religious dregs. Ever since 1871 hav I lived 
among my countrymen in the United States, but must own 
that, taking them as a specimen of the people, I hav been 
ashamed that I was & Dutchman. 

Ihav &dmired your brave championship of personal righ ts 
and liberty in the Anarchists’ case;.and hav been much sur- 
prised that, in this so-called free country, none of the secular 
papers dared to speak what was right. However, in our civ- 
ilization money is every time considered of more account than 
Jife, and that probably is the solution. 

Q. A. F. DzLzsPiNAssE, M.D. 
i Ep 
Lexineton, Ky., Nov. 25, 1887. 
- Mr. Eprron: “Gath,” of the Cincinnati Znquérer, remarks 

: that a ‘consensus of the competent" can be trusted to 
arrange matters for the people. Does he remember how 
long Samuel Adams pondered over the adoption of the fed- 
eral Constitution, his profound judgment perplexed and un- 
able to arrive at any decision? A glorious farmer, Jonathan 
Smith, gave his opinion, and the famous meeting at the 
Green Dragon tavern took place, where the question was 
discussed by workingmen, shipwrights, brass-founders, and 
mechanics. Matters then seemed to take a solid shape, and 
Samuel Adams was heard to say that the mass of the people 
understood their own interests. Thus the affair reached a 
specdy conclusion. Bold men were they, who believed that 
they could fashion and improve a government. They had 
good lungs, and were able to breathe the air of freedom. 

We hav lately listened to fine discourses in the Catholic 
church in this place. "The priests here hav a great and well- 
deserved reputation for piety and good works. Father 
Ward presented an able exposition of the doctrin of the real 
presence of Christ in the sacrament. Knowing that relig. 
jous arguments would not sustain him, he planted himself 
on Materialistic ground, or rather, over the gulf that sepa- 
rates Soul from sense. But as this has never been bridged— 
that is, we hear, we know not how; we see, we know not 
how, therefore we are required to believe that Christ's body 
is changed into bread, though the modus operandi cannot’ be 
made clear to us. Not to put too fine a point to it, a reductio 

.ad absurdam is all that is left of Father Ward's fine-spun 
argument. 

People are beginning to shun the Prohibitionists, and sub- 
stitute simple temperance lectures. Miss Huffman has lately 
addressed us, a graceful lady and fluent speaker. She 
throws the whole work of reform into the hands of church- 
members, and secondly, complains that they are inefficient 
and not reliable, giving: offices to liquor-dealers. What a 
charming statesman she would make! I think I could do 
better myself, for I know that most Infidels would keep 
their promises. The Christian heaven may be made of ada- 
mant and gold, but I prefer common sense and common hu- 
manity. 

There is a feeble reason that outweighs all the grand argu- 
ments adduced in support of Christianity; that causes the 
learned: to forget the rigid logic used on other occasions; 
that induces thousands to make long faces when total de- 
pravity is mentioned ; that causes them to forget how shabby 
they look, kneeling, entreating God to transfer them to a 
beautiful place, when he makes up his jewels; that induces 
them to pray for rain, also that God will cure the small-pox 
and yellow fever, and save them from earthquakes while 
they are sinking into the bowels of the earth; that causes a 
widow to fling her soul into the arms of God (but the bank 
is the only sacred place where her money can be trusted, and 
then she only asks, “Are they honest men ?”). What is it 


that makes a man a martyr to the church, the priest, the 
Bible; that makes the ashes of penitence, the dust of humil- 
ity, the whine of the exhorter, the chant, the sermon, exer- 
cise & power over all his actions, faculties, and emotions? 
Why is the world given up to an assortment of notions dis- 
countenanced by reason, though placed often by the wise 
above sense and judgment? Why is religion a sort of ghoul 
that deadens with a spell all our better feelings? Why, oh, 
why? It is because the poor, mistaken mother puts this dia- 
bolical system of chicanery into the lullaby rhyme to soothe 
our slumbers; because before we were seven years old we 
were lost to common sense, decent regard for the truth; 
made to swallow the vilest poisons, sugar-coated. : 

No one will deny that the government does not manifest 
sufficient interest in education, which, of course, is all that 
saves the nation. It is a crime to withhold the money, 
allowing babes to work in factories. They should also be 
taught the principles of strict justice, for it is well known 
that unfair trials hav become a feature of the age; the judge 
being the man who should be condemned by the clergymen, 
for it is their business to improve the spirit of the law, and 
they hav the power to do this. Broad is the road that leads 
to the court of the Star Chamber. 


Awake ! arise! or be forever fallen ! 
ALHAZA. 


CLEOPATRA, Mo., Dec. 5, 287. 

Mr. Eprron: I want to say, first to all the readers of Tar 
TRUTH SEEKER, then to all the world of humanity, that I am 
still coursing along the wave-washed shores of human wants 
and human woes. But I realize that I am failing; that I can 
not so readily reinforce my liberty-loving friends in their 
struggles against error's legions and bloated tyrants. Twenty- 
six years ago I was among people who sold women and 
children, and for the crime of saying it was wrong Chris- 
tians spit in my face, saying, ** You area —— Abolitionist,” 
with threats of tar and feathers and rope. Then I was able 
to go for them for four years. Years since that I hav met 
some of those Christians, and they would say they were 
heartily ashamed of their treatment to me. I hav often 
wondered why their God that they brag of as all wisdom and 
knowledge and power, ever present, could not giv them a 
better understanding of their relations to creatures like them- 
selvs. But on investigation I hav found they were and are 
just like the God they worship, cruel, revengeful, and tyran- 
nical. Truly, as friend Putnam says, the more Gods we hav 
the.more_woes we hav to combat. Oh, I so often think that 
you all can't help but say: What heathens we are, that we 
must hav a government that we must fight for, or about! 
What kind of government hav we that we should treat each 
other so about our government? Alas! are we not worse 
than the heathen ? What should we all say now? 1887 has 
given us large experience. We hav had time in which to 
sum up testimony and the ruling of courts—to view the field 
of political and Christian tyranny. ; 

T see the Chicago Jnterocean says lllinois has fourteen 
thousand convicts at Joliet, and on the 24th of November 
their chaplain ministered to them pretty much all the fore- 
noon spiritual things; then came what the reporter called 
the substantial in the way of turkeys. And what a grand 
time they had with their convicts, and how they all rejoiced, 
I thought. Then I looked over again, and thought, there is 
one class of convicts bragging about how successful they 
were to take care of another class of convicts. Well, my 
friends, it is wrong to teach these intellectual children that 
the innocent must die to save the guilty. Yet we hire some 
seventy-eight thousand such teachers in our nation to instil 
into undeveloped minds and children that a perfect man- 
God, innocent, had to be put to death to save the guilty. 
Contrast such teaching with the teaching of so-called heathen 
nations and see if it suffers by the comparison. Oh! let us all 
say that such teaching is enough to bring the blush of shame 
on the cheek of the darkest heathen that ever lived. 

I don't mind doing and working toward something better, 
but it is so hard to hav to wait. J. W. Dax. 


BRATTLEBORO, VT., Nov. 27, 1887. 

Mr. Epiron: Inclosed find $3. For one, I am particu. 
larly pleased to know that the illustrations are to be contin- 
ued in Taz TaurH SEEKER. They are more potent than 
words. Let the good work go on. Do not falter. The 
wheels of progress cannot be blocked. Science is doing more 
to civilize the world than all the religions ever invented. 
Why, had Edison been alive one hundred, or even fifty years 
ago, and been able to do with electricity what he can to-day, 
he would hav suffered death either at the stake or on tlie 
gibbet, but, thanks to the general prevalence of Freethought, 
free schools, and a free press, that is impossible just at the 
present time. Still, there are other dangers to be considered, 
and, speaking from observation and personal experience, I 
should say that politics and religion are somewhat to be 
feared, from the fact that the clergy and politicians are mu- 
tually agreed so far as their own interests are concerned. 
Your editorial, ‘Giv Thanks,” in a recent number of Taz 
TRUTA SEEKER, is timely, and “hits the nail square on the 
head.” It ought to be read by every minister in the land, 
for what more foolish customs are there than the observance 
of the two days commonly called Fast Day and Thanksgiv- 
ing, when people are requested by the politicians and the 
clergy to starve on the former day and make gluttons of 
themselvs on the latter? Of the two days, however, poor 
people can better observe the first, for they can fast on that 
day more easily than they can ‘‘ eat, drink, and be merry” 
on the other. Thanksgiving Day, or a day for thanks-giving 
and praise to the almighty, so-called, is an unmitigated hum- 
bug and an imposition on sensible people who hav outgrown 
priestly dictation and puritanical tyranny and superstition. 
As a day, however, for family reunion it is al} well enough, 


but the silly, childish, heathenish idea that we are under 
any obligations to some imaginary up-in-the-air being for 
turkey, cranberry sauce, chicken pie, plum-pudding, etc., is 
the hight of absurdity itself; for who ever knew the Chris- 
tian’s God to provide a free dinner for poor people or anyone 
else? Poor folks go hungry that day the same as on other 
days. What hav they, then, to be thankful for? Through 
the efforts of the clergy and a few women, Thanksgiving has 
become a national holiday, and the sky-pilots can well afford 
to belch wind to their imaginary God for giving them the. 
dupes necessary to carry out their imbecil plans. In lieu of 
Thanksgiving Day, I would suggest a day to be called Fam- 
ily Reunion Day—a day for the assembling of relativs and 
friends at home—for the purpose of visiting and talking over 
old times with those most dear to us. In order, also; to 
make it a day of comfort and joy, I would hav all the long- 
faced go-to-hell-sure ministers excluded, as their unwelcome 
presence would only cause & depression of spirits, and seri- 
ously interfere with the appetites of those lotting on a good 
square meal. Yours, etc., A. L. Friseig. 


Nipoxrows, Óur., Dec. 3, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: Mr. Charles Watts, editor Secular Thought, 


| Toronto, delivered three lectures in the Opera Hall at. this 


place on the evenings of Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thurs- 
day of the present week, the subjects being, ‘‘ Secularism, 
Destructiv and Constructiv," ‘‘ Unbelief: What It Is and 
What It Has Done,” and, ‘‘ Thomas Paine, the Political and 
Religious Reformer.” : 

To your readers who hav heard Mr. Watts, I need not say 
that he is considered by competent judges here to be the 
ablest platform speaker who ever appeared before a public 
audience at this place. 

The town being small, with a population of only three 
thousand, and the field being new in regard to Secular work 
it was thought that but little interest would be taken in the 
matter. I am pleased to say, however, that such was not 
the case. The attendance was large at the first lecture, and 
continually increased to the close of the series. Mr. Watts 
secured the &ympathy and close attention of his hearers at 
the outset, and fully maintained his hold on their feelings to 
the end. He has done us a vast amount of good by exposing 
the worthlessness of.the pretensions of priestcraft, and. by 
showing conclusivly that all along, on theological questions, 
people's minds hav been crammed with myths and fables 
instead of sound information. 

The clergy were specially invited to attend, but none had 
sufficient courage to come out and “ defend the faith that is 
in them.” . 

The good work commenced here wil not be allowed to 
drop for want of earnest effort to carry it on. Your readers 
are therefore certain to hear more from this stronghold of 
orthodoxy in the near future. B. L. Cureman. 


PrrTSBURGBE, Pa., Nov. 23, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: I accidentally came across your paper in a 
book-store, and was so much pleased with same that I con- 
cluded to subscribe. I bought a few back numbers here, 
and, after perusing same carefully, gave them to some of my 
friends, and hav the satisfaction of knowing that Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER has started them thinking. 

About six or seven years ago I heard Col. R. G. Ingersoll 
lecture here. He made & deep impression on me, as indeed 
he must on all who hear him. It was the first dawn of day 
to me; the first star in the heavens of truth and reason. I 
was unable to at once grasp the truth of a doctrin so vastly 
different from what I had been taught from childhood, but 
after thinking and reasoning for myself, reading the Bible 
carefully and knowingly for the first time in my life, having 
the aid of books by Ingersoll and others to brush away the 
cobwebs of superstition, fear, and sentiment, I hav become 
and wil continue to be a stanch believer in the cause of 
liberty, reason, and humanity. 

Moody, the evangelist, has commenced a course of lectures, 
which will continue for one month. He is drawing immense 

“crowds, as it is a free show. Among some of the statements 
he made that struck me as rather absurd I append the 
following : 

“« Turn your business over to your sons, and spend your 
now for God." 

“I hav always had a great admiration for those four men ` 
who carried the palsied man to Jesus in the house at Caper. . 
naum. As soon as I get to heaven I intend to look up those 
four men." j 

From the confident way in which Mr. Moody frequently 
expressed himself as to going to heaven, I hav no doubt that 
he, even now, can hear the flutter of wings and the jingling 
of harps. I suppose that, if the doctrin of Mr. Moody, the. 
Bible, and Christianity are true, I am equally as sure of find- 
ing myself in the other place. If so, I, too, shall look up a 
“ big four”—a four who not alone helped one man in case of 
distress, but a four to whom all humanity is indebted for 
light—a light that is slowly and surely dispelling the clouds’ 
of superstition and credulity—viz., Shakspere, Humboldt, 
Paine, and Voltaire. I might even meet Mr. Moody there, 
and in all probability I shall see Ingersoll there, although 
I hope not alone to see him but to hear him many times 
before journeying on that broad and well-trodden path that 


leads to that land where it never snows. 


If Colonel Ingersoll intends to giv a series of lectures this 
winter,as I hav heard, I hope he will not overlook this lucky 
but old-fogy town of Pittsburgh.  Witheall her natural 
advantages, her people are still in the hands of the Philis- 
tines; or, in other words, the Law and Order Society, which 
has complete control of the entire city. . 

Hoping for a better state of affairs in the near future, I am, 

Very truly yours, J. A. GALVIN, 
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Children’s Corner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wixos, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for. 


this ‘Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children's Hour.” 


A Problem. 


Sandy and Ned were brothers ; 
Ned was older than Sandy; 

And they were busy dividing 
A stick of peppermint candy. 


Ned was earnestly trying 
To make the division true, 

And he marked the place with a fish-hook 
Where the stick ought to break in two. 


But, alas, for little Sandy 

And his poor painstaking brother ! 
It was a long and short division— 
' One piece longer than the other. 


Ned gravely looked at the pieces, 
And their quite nnequal length, 

And he wrestled with the problem 
With all his mental strength. 


And, at last, he said: * O Sandy! 
I can make it come out right, 
If I take the piece that’s longest, 

And bite off just one bite.” 


Their four eyes beamed and brightened 
At this plan, so very handy, 

Of disposing of the problem 
And distributing the candy. 


Bo Ned ate the pieces even— 
'Twas the simplest way to do it; 
And he cheated little Sandy— 
And they neither of them knew it. 
—Bessie Chandler, in St. Nicholas. 


———— oo 


Prize Essay. 
WHY AM I A LIBERAL? 


Before attempting a direct answer to the 
above quéstion, I shall endeavor to outline 
the origin and growth of orthodoxy, Liberal- 
ism's opposing element. Orthodoxy is a dog- 
matic adherence to any fixed opinion—Chris- 
tians call it ‘‘ faith.” Guided by it, you must 
not dare to question the existence of a God; 
you must not dare to dispute the inspiration of 
the Bible or the divinity of Christ; you must 
blindly, and without investigation, believe 
whatever the priest Chooses to insist on your 
believing, or else incur the danger of eternal 
damnation and the rancor and hate of the 
adherents of the beautiful doctrins of the 
Nazarene soul.destroyer. For there is noth- 
ing which characterizes the average Christian 
more than bigotry and intolerance, the twin 
relics of the Dark Ages. With the rise of 
the Christian religion, we can also chronolo- 
gize the growth of this fanaticism. It ad- 
vanced with Christianity into power during 
the second and third centuries, reached its 
highest point about the sixteenth century, 
and has been, since then, declining, with the 
belief in the infallibility of the church. It 
has called Liberalism into existence. Had it 
never become dominant, there would hav 
been no need of opposition. Thus Liberal- 
ism, like the majority of great inventions and 
noble conceptions of humanity, was the child 
of necessity. When primitiv man roamed in 
company with savage beasts through the 
dense jungles and gigantic tropical forests of 
the prehistoric world, he was little better than 
these his ferocious companions. But, exist- 
ing as he did in a form which had been en- 
dowed. by nature with superior abilities, he 
survived the ephemeral period of his fellow- 
creatures’ existence, and while their bones 
studded the rocks and filled yawning chasms 
and Caves, the indomitable law that the fit 
will survive and the weak perish led him on 
through countless ages to the high state of 
Civilization in which he now exists. How- 
ever, during the early period of his existence 
upon the globe, as his simple mind and un- 
sophisticated nature beheld the wonderful 
phenomena of nature he was moved in turn 
by curiosity and fear. This first induced him 
to inquire the cause of the earthquake, of the 
` flood, and of all the multifarious evil and 
beneficent manifestations he witnessed and 
felt; while the second bowed his head and 
bent his knees in his worship of these myster- 
ies which were so far beyond his understand. 
ing. And when the first gleams of science 
burst upon this primeval nature-worship, 
they were quickly seized by some desirous 
of gaining an ascendency over the minds of 
their fellow-men,and utilized to work mir- 
acles as proofs of their divine mission. This 
made the ancient temples the store-houses of 
all the scientific lore of the ‘‘ olden time,” 
and retarded progressiv civilization for at 
least two thousand years. It doomed the 


simple adoration of Nature and inaugurated 


instead the esoteric polytheism of India, 
Egypt, and Greece, which, like unto the 
* greedy rosmarine," absorbed the dew of 
scientific knowledge to further the promul- 
gation of its own interests. 

In order to fully comprehend the enormity 
of knowledge sheltered by the sacred altars, 
it should be known that the sciences of optics, 
hydrostatics, pyrotechnics, meteorology, as- 
tronomy, pneumatics, and acoustics were 
known to a large extent to the priests and 
magicians. Chemistry and alchemy flourished 
even until the latter part of the Middle Ages. 
The magnet, the air-gun, galvanism, and 
steam were all known to the priests, and with 
the aid of all this knowledge they kept for 
ages the human mind in bondage. When at 
last the age of reason was inaugurated by the 


‘| Peripatetic philosophers, by the Academi- 


cians, by the Pythagoreans, and the disciples 
of Anaxagoras, Socrates, Zeno, Epicurus, and 
others, it was quickly strangled by the rein- 
carnation of all ancient superstition, the anti- 
naturalism of the Galilean would-be reformer, 
and by the bigotism, hate, and cruelty of his 
fanatic followers. This new thraldom marked 
the death of all science, of all knowledge, for 
a period of over fifteen hundred years. It 
was opposed to everything which savored 
not of another world. Its rapid rise marked 
the decline of the once powerful Roman em- 
pire and the degradation and mental reaction 
of the Greeks, while the improvident doctrins 
it inculcated caused a period of never-ceasing 
famin and pestilence. The malevolent hate 
inspired by the meek Jesus and his disciples 
was the foundation-stone of numerous wars 
and persecutions. This gigantic imposition, 
which even now flourishes, is the cause of 
Liberalism. The murder of Hypatia, of Va- 
nini, and Bruno all had their share in further- 
ing the mental uprising which, execrating the 
detestable doctrins and practices of Chris- 
tianity (in general, for the Protestant church, 
originally opposed to Catholicism, soon be- 
came as bad as the root it sprang from, 
and, in my opinion, the burning of Servetus, 
the persecution of witches, Quakers, and 
Catholics during its frondescence, were 
not indicativ of the pretended dereliction 
of intolerance) and looking forward to a 
period of mental liberty consistent with man’s 
high nature, opposed the orthodox sentiments 
of the ignorant multitude and, pushing on- 
ward to a higher goal thah an imaginary 
heaven, formed Liberalism upon the ruins of 
the glory and power of Roman and Greek civ- 
ilization. Orthodoxy makes man its servant ; 
Liberalism serves him. Orthodoxy upholds 
ancient superstitions as infallible ;"Liberalism 
holds high the beacon light of reason and 
recommends it as the Only safe guide of man. 
The one is stagnant; the other progressiv. One 
is bigoted, while the other lauds tolerance as 
a virtue rare. One preaches secular truth ; the 
other adheres to would-be-divine falsehood. 
Orthodoxy has given us lascivious popes and 
immoral kings; Liberalism, scientists and his- 
torians. Orthodoxy has laid waste the one- 
time paradise of southern Europe; Liberalism 
is fast retrieving it. And to-day everybody 
in favor of universal mental liberty, in favor 
of truth and progress, in favor of peace and 
the cultivation of the liberal arts and sciences, 
has renounced the dogmatic theology of the 
past and adopted the progressiv tenets of 
Liberalism. These are the reasons why I am 
a Liberal. Geo. H. SizBEr. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Counsels to the Young. 

You were made to be clean and neat in 
your person and in your dress, and gentle- 
manly and ladylike in your manners. 1f you 
hav not becn bitten by a mad dog, don't be 
afraid of fresh water. ‘There is enough water 
in the world to keep everybody clean; but 
there is a great deal of it that never finds its 
right place. Takeasmuch asyou need. The 
people of the West boast of their great rivers 
—I would rather they would boast of using 
a large tubful of their water every day. Con- 
tract no such rule as chewing or smoking 
tobacco. So long as a man chews or smokts, 
though a very Chesterfield in everything else 
that pertains to his appearance, he can never 
be guite a gentleman. You were made to be 
kind, and generous, and magnanimous. If 
there is a boy in the school who has a club 
foot, don’t let him know that you ever saw 
it. If there is a poor boy with ragged clothes, 
don’t talk about rags when he is in hearing. 
If theré is a lame boy, assign him some part 
of the game which does not require running. 
If there is a hungry boy, giv him a part of 
your dinner. If there is a dull one, help him 
get his lessons. If there is a bright one, be 
not envious of him; for if one boy is proud 
of his talents, and-another is envious of them, 


there are two great wrongs, and no more tal- 
ent than before. If a larger or stronger boy 
has injured you, and is sorry for it, forgiv 


him, and request the teacher not to punish | 
All the school will show by their coun- | 


him. 
.tenances how much better it is to hav & great 
soul than a great fist. You were made to 
learn. Be sure you learn something every 
day. When you go to bed at night, if you 
cannot think of something new which you 
hav learned during the day, spring up and 
find a book, and get an idea before you sleep. 
If you were to stop eating, would not your 
bodies pine and famish ? If you stop conning, 
your minds will pine and famish too. You 
all desire that your bodies should thrive and 
grow, until you become as tall and large as 
your father or mother, or other people. You 
would not like to stop growing where you 
are now—at three feet high, or four feet, or 
even at five. But if you do not feed your 
minds as well as your bodies, they will stop 
growing; and one of the poorest, meanest, 
most despicable things I hav ever seen in the 
world is a little mind in a great body. Sup- 
pose there was a museum in your neighbor- 
hood, full of rare and splendid curiosities, 
would you not like to go and see it? Would 
you not think it unkind if you were forbidden 
to visit it? The creation is a museum, ali 
full and crowded with wonders, and beauties, 
and glories. One door, and only one, is open 
by which you can enter this magnificent 
temple. It is the door of knowledge. The 
Jearned laborer, the learned peasant, or slave, 
is ever made welcome at this door, while the 
ignorant, though kings, are shut out. 

Nat Moore, N. C. CHARLES CORBET. 

—— — ——9-9-9—— ————— 
A Safe Bet. 

It is the father of a precocious two-and- 
one-half -years-old who tells that the child 
was once watching a-lady make her toilet. 
The old lady had removed her false hair and 
her false teeth, when the astonished small 
boy said, ** Bet yer can't take yez neck off !” 

9 O 


Correspondence. : 


Boston, Mass., Dec. 14, 287. 
My Dear Miss Wixon: I desire to thank 
you for that excellent sketch of the life and 
services of the noble-hearted and liberal- 
minded Frances Wright which appeared in 
the last: Trota SEExxR. Inclosed I send a 


children’s article, written by a colored man |]. 


down South, entitled, **Counsels to the 
Young," which I think will meet also with 
your approbation, as it does with my own, 
most unqualifiedl y. 
Hastily, but very truly, yours, 
Gro. N. Hirr. 

[We thank our friend for his kind apprecia- 
tion of our efforts, and agree with him so 
well in approval of thè article mentioned that 
we copy it elsewhere. 
sense and wise Counsel, and Brother Hill will 
please accept our thanks for taking the trouble 
to forward it.—Ep. C. O.] 

Curacao, Irr., Dec. 10, 1887. 

Miss Susan H. Wixon, Dear Madam: I am 
more than pleased with the result, and con- 
sider the essaysto be far superior to anything 
I had imagined. - I only wish that I was suffi- 
ciently well supplied with the world’s goods, 
I would gladly make each competitor a suit- 
able present; but, as my resources are lim- 
ited, I am compelled to confine myself within 
my means. 

Ihardly know what to say in regard to the 
merits of the respectiv essays. "They are all 
so good that it is difficult to decide in what 
order they should be placed. However, I 
will make a seleciion, subject to your revis- 
ion, as I shall rely entirely on your wider 
knowledge of such matters: Geo. H. Sicbel, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., first prize; Margaret Colvin, 
Omaba, Neb., second; Laura Price Stewart. 
Denver, Col., third ; and to little Celie James,* 
Zaliski, O., I wish to tender my heartiest 
thanks for her noble little effort. i 

I trust you will rearrange this list in any 
manner you deem advisable. 

I inclose berewith an express money order 
for $6, and hav forwarded by express to your 
address all essays I received. lam, 

Yours respectfully, B. H. MazrzrT. 


[By the above letter it will be seen to whom 
hav been awarded the three prizes offered by 
B. H. Marlett, of Chicago, for best essays on 
the subject, * Why I Am a Liberal.” The 
essays, seventeen in number, are all credit- 
able, and show that we hav intelligent, wide- 
&wake, and thoughtful children in our ranks. 
The essays will all be printed in their order, 
and we thank all who hav responded so 
nobly to Mr. Marlett’s kind offer. And, in 
this connection, we would ask our children 
to write occasional essays for the Corner, on 
any topic interesting to them, such as Love 
of Nature; Why Should We Be Kind to Ani- 
mals? The Value of Living; What is True 


.* Oelie is the 
eight yeara, 


youngest competitor. Her age is 


It is full of good |. 


Happiness? and similar subjects. We will 
cheerfully print the thoughts of the children, 
no matter how crudely expressed. Nobody 
expects a child to write like a grown person, 
but by thinking and reading the mind is 
improved.—Ep. C. C.] 


REDUCED TO $1.00. 


THE STORY HOUR. 
A Book for Children and Youth, 


BY MISS SUSAN H. WIXON. 
. Over a hundred fine illustrations. 


BOOKS FUR CHILDREN. 


Apples of Gold. A Story-Book for 


e Young Folks. By Miss Susan H. Wixon. 
Reeond edition. Price, $1.25. This very excel- 
lent work for young masters and misses, has 
passed through a very large edition, and a 
second has been issued ata reduced price of 
$1.25, free of postage, This new edition has a 
photo; raph of the author which adds very 

` much to the value of the volume. 


The Story Hour. For Children and 
Youth. By. Susan H. Wixon. Without Super. 
gtition. he Only Illustrated Freethinkers’ 
Children's Story-Book everissned. 66 full-page 
and 25 smaller illustrations; large type, heavy 


toned paper, broad margins, uminated 
covers; 4to. 224 pp.. bds., $1. 
Two Little Red Mittens. A Story of 


the Rightway Almshouse. By Jennie Butler 
Browne. Price 10 cents. For sale at this office. 


The Youth’s Liberal Guide. B 
Prof. H. M. Kottinger, A.M. Price: $1.00. This 
volume aims at the education of youth in the 
pringi les of Freethought, at the same time 

hat it inculcates moral duties and human 

rights from a stand) oint of Pug eon and 
common sense. 688 

SEEKER 


JUST OUT. 
Christian Absurdities. 
BY JOHN PECK. 


Price 20 cents ; six copies for $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB CO. 


areophiom s Sal 


The Stereopticon and Views which D. M. 
Bennett purchased in Europe on his Around- 
the-World trip are for sale. The instrument . 
is a very fine one and the views are among 
the most rare and beautiful ever made. 
They are some four or five hundred in num- 
ber. The whole outfit, complete and in work- 
ing order, will be sold for what the views 
alone would cost. Address 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Piace, New York. 


SING, BROTHERS, SING. 


LIBERAL HYMN-BOOK 


In vour meetings, to make them lively and inter- 
esting. Tak LIBERAL Ayan Book contains songs 
by the best poeta, adapted to well-known tunes. 
It is highly comm2nded by Messrs. Wakeman, 
Parton. Wright, Green, Underwood, Mrs. Slenker, 
and. indeed, by ali who hav examined 16. Price, 
25 cents. Address Tag TRoTH SEEKER Co. 


A Book for Lovers — Past and Present. 


——0—— 


ROMANTIC LOVE 
AND : 
PERSONAL BEAUTY.. 


THEIR 
Development, Causal R-lat'ons Historic and 
National Peculiarities. 
BY HENRY T. FINCK, : 
12mo., cloth, #2, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


THE STRUGGLE 


FOR 


Re'igiousand Politica) Liberty, 


In which the author shows the repeated attempts 
of men of every age to acaqmre greater political 
liberty ; also vigorously attucks the very founda- 
tion of the religion of every age: dwelling at 
length upon the wrongs of Ireland, au, in detail- 
ing the account of slavery in this country, calla 
the attention of thinking men and women to the 
position of womankind in America. Throughout. 
the work is replete with astounding facts and 
weighty arguments which cannot fail to interest 
the minds of thia age. 

By THEO. 0. SPENCER. 
Cloth, 12mo., 138pp., price 75 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place. New York. 


ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT. 


Steel engravings of this celebrated naturalist. 
12x15 inches, suitable for framing, aent postpai 
for25cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


TRAVELS IN FAITH 


From Tradition to Reason. 
BY ROBERT OC. ADAMS. 
Cloth, 1.25, For Sale at this Office, 
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Agents for the Truth Seeker. 


CALIFORNIA. 
J. E. Clark, Los Angeles. 
Dr. J. L. York, San Jose, Cal. 
. .OANADA. : 
W. B. Cooke, 170 1-2 Yonge st., Toronto. 
James Foster, Welland, Ont. 
T. Clappison, Hamilton, Ont. 
COLORADO. 
J. G. Jenkins, 400 Arapahoe 8t., Denver. 
: IDAHO. : 
A. Erwin, Murray. i 
i ILLINOIS. 

E. A. Stevens, 750 West Lake st., Chicago. 
F. F. Follet, 302 State street, and Brentano 

Bros., Chicago. i 

j INDIANA. 
J. R. Monroe, Indianapolis. 
T. P. Monroe, postmaster, Dunkirk. 
KANSAS. 

Chris. Brown, Burlington. 


E MAINE. 
B. C. Hussey, Oakfield (Post-office, Smyrna 
Mills). 


MASSACHUSETTS. 
Joseph Marsh, Northampton. 

. MICHIGAN. 
A. Atwood, Eaton Rapids. 
8. D. Moore, Adrian. Box 465. 


Chas. Sach, 1388 S. Division St., Grand Rapids. ; 


Swan & Co.. 87 Woodward ave., Detroit. 
MISSOUHI. 
. Phillip Roeder, 322 Olive st., 8t. Louis. 
E. T. Jett, 802 Olive st., St. Louis. 
Lang & Co., 709 Olive st., St. Louis. 
NEBRASKA. 
Thos. Foreman, 106 & 108 So. 14th st., Omaha. 
NEW YORE. 
Brentano Bros., Union Square, New York. 
Chas F. Gaul, 865 Monroe st., Brooklyn. 
H. Adler, cor. Essex & Grand sts., New York. 
OHIO. 

N. Hexter, 308 Superior street, Cleveland. 
Van Epps & Co., 259 Superior st., Cleveland. 
OREGON, 

B. F. Hyland, Corvallis. 
PENNSYLVANIA. 


Dr.J.H. Rhodes, 722 Spring Garden st., Phila. ' 


George Longford, 1106 Leopard st., Phila. 
W. F. Schade, 3,706 Butler street, Pittsburgh. 
TENNESSEE. 

Wm. B. Fisher, 84 N. Cherry st., Nashville. 

3 TEXAS. 
L. Andruss, Denison. 
T. Theo. Colwick, Norse. z 


UTAH. 
James Ashman, Salt Lake City. 
W. F. Reybould, Salt Lake City. 
John A. Jost, Ogden. 

Henry Booth, Stockton. 


ENGLAND. 
Watts & Co., 17 Johnson's Court, Fleet street, 
London. 


J. E. Remsburg's Works. 


False Claims. Revised and Enlarged. 


Price, 10 cents singly; 75 ceuts per dozen, Asa 
Missionary Document it is unexcelled. ong 
the subjects considered by Mr. Remsburg are: 
The Church and Morality; Criminal Statistica, 
‘showing the creeds of the prisoners in the pen- 
itentiaries ; the Church and Civilization ; the 
Church and Science; the Church and Learning; 


the Church and Liberty; the Church and the. 


ntislavery Reform; the Woman's B 
Movement; the Temperance Reform; the 
, Church and the Republic, . 

Bible Morais. Twenty Crimes and 
Vices Sanctioned by Scripture Falsehood and 
Deception ; Cheating: Theft and Robbery; 
Adultery and Prostitution; Murder; Wars o 
Conquest and Extermination ; Despotism ; In- 
tolerance and Persecution; Injustice to Woman; 
Cuhiuaness to Children; Cruelty to Animals; 
Human Sacrifices; Cannibalism; Witchcraft; 


Slavery; Polygamy i Intemperance; Poverty . 


and Vagrancy: [gnorance and Idiocy; Obscen- 
ity. trice: single copies, 25 cents; 6 copies, $1. 
Special discouat on larger quantities. 


Sabbath-Breaking. This is the best 


and most thorough work ever written on the 
Sabbath from a rational point of view. Large 
and handsome print. The question is discussed 
under the following heads: Origin of the Sab- 
batic Idea; The Jewish Sabbath; The Christian 
Boriptures and the Sabbath; Examination of 
Bun ay Arguments; Origin of Christian Sab- 
bath; Testimony of the Christian Fathers; The 
abb ath during the Middle Ages: The Puritan 
Sabbath; Testimony of Christian Reformers, 
Scholars, and Divines; Abrogation of Sunday 
Laws Price, 25 conta; six copies, $1.00. 


Thomas Paine. The Apostle of Re- 


ligious and Political Liberty, Tells the stor 
of the Author-Hero's life, delineates the lead- 
- ing traite of his character and genius, and vin- 
dicates his name from the aspersions cast upon 
it. Ohoive extracts from '" Common Sense,” 
“ American Crisis,” “Rightsof Man,” and “Age 
of Reason " are given ; also, tributes to Paine's 
character from more than One hundred noted 
persona of Europe and America, many of them 
written expressiy for this work. Second edi- 
tion, 160 pages, printed on fine tinted paper. 
neatly bound, and containing & handsome 
steel portrait of Paine. Price, paper, 50 cents; 
‘loth, 75 cents. $ 
Image Breaker. Six Lectures: De- 
cline of Faith, Protestant Intolerance, Wash- 
ington an Unbeliver; Jefferson an Unbeliever; 
Paine and Wesley; Christian Sabbath. Each 
5 cents; bound, paper, 25 cents; per doz. 40 cts. 
The Apostie of Liberty. An address 
delivered in Paine Hall, before the N, E. Froe- 
thinkers’ Convention, January 29, 1884, Price, 


, 10 t8. 
10 cents. HE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


A SHORT LESSON IN HISTORY 


A double-page picture contrasting science and 
theology, showing how the one has labored for 
human advancement, and how the other has 
always opposed it. 

Price, six copies, 30 cents; one dozen» 50 cents ; 
twenty-five copies for $1; one hundred enpies for 
A e wish that the friends of Freethought would 
tribute thousands of these telling pictures. 


in a more attractiv form than any in which they 
hav previously appeared. At the head of an en- 


-| of the flag above the cross. 


Fathers of Our Republic, 


| instance. 


A SPLENDID WORK.. 
- Mr. Charles Eckhard, treasurer of the American 
Secular Union, has published 


THE NINE DEMANDS 


graving on heavy plate paper, 24x19 inches, are 
the cabinet-sized likenesses of JEFFERSON, 
WASHINGTON, and PAINE, the Fathers of our 
Republic. At the sides are FRANKLIN and 
JOHN ADAMS, and between these two are 
printed the Nine Demands of the American Secu- 
lar Union in conspicuous type. At the foot are 
LAFAYETTE, GIRARD, and INGERSOLL, 
making eight likenesses in all. In&cribed be- 
neath each portrait is some radical sentiment 
quoted from the author pictured over it. In the 
space between the portraits and around them are 
arabesques of vines and flowers in profusion, and 
the panel inclosing the Nine Demands is sur- 
mounted on each corner by Mr. Eckhard's design 
The whole makes an 
exceedingly handsome work fér framing. The 
artistic part is equal to the best, and the portraits 
areas true to nature as the photographs from 
which they were transferred. The design will be 
sent postpaid by mail for $1 by 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York 


ROBERT G. INGERSOLUS 


Great Centennial Oration 
ON THE 


Declaration of Independence, 


| ALSO THE : 
Immortal Document, 


And the National Anthem entitled : 
“LAND OF LIBERTY.” 


Price, 6 cts; 5 copies, 25 cts; 25 copies, $1. 


Address Tug TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY, 
28 Lafayette Piace, New Yor&. 


Paine, Jefferson, Washington, 
Franklin. 


A LECTURE delivered before the Tenth Aanual 
Congress of the American Secular Union, 
in Chickering Hall, New York 
November 18, 1886. 


By JOHN E. REMSBURG. 
Price 15 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 


FREETHOUGHT NOVELS, 
The Heathens of the Heath, A finely 


written Radicalromance. By Wm. McDonnell, 
author of Exeter Hall, Family Creeds, Day ot 
Rest, etc. 500 pages. Price reduced. Paper, 


90 cents; cloth, 1.25. 
All in a Lifetime. A Romance. By 
“The great charm of 


Miss Susan H. Wixon. € 
this novel 1s ite absolute fidelity to nature. Ite 
personages are those one meets with in com- 
mon life, and are portrayed with & vividness 
and perspicuity I was scarcely prepared to ex- 
pect to nnd. in such & marked degree, even 
from so gifted a pen as that of Miss Wixon, 
whose brilliant and lucid style is familiar to 
most readers in the Freethoughtranks." Price, 
1.50. Address THE TRUTH SNEEKER, 


The Outcast. A deep, finely written 
Radival story. From the London edition. By 


Winwood Reade, author of Martyrdom of Man. 
80 cents. E 


THE TIME TO BE CURED. 


"LNSWILVSHHL JAO Ind LON OG 


NOW IS 


A 
Is a Stanch 1npgace and @ S'tcecess- 
ful Physician. 


The Better Way. of Cincinnati, O., says, * We are 
assured that Dr, Fellowa. the eminent specialist of 
Vineland, N. J., ia an educated gentleman of su- 
perior mind and large attainments, aud that auc- 
ceas in his profession has brought him business, 
not only from all parts of this country. but from 
foreign shores. He is in the prime of life and 
able to transact his various professional duties 
promptly and well and giv satisfaction in every 
ano His references are numbered by thou- 
sands. 

Dr. Fellows treats all those peculiar diseases 
resulting from indiscretion and ignorance of 
youth. Those who are ailing should send 10 cents 
for the Dr.’s little book setting forth an EXTERNAL 
APPLICATION—a positiv cure. 

. Address DR. R. P. FELLOWS. 


$ : ineiand, N. J. 
sa” Mention thie paper. 


Biography of Satan; or, a Historical 


KERSEY GRAVES’S WORKS. 


. Exposition of the Devil and his Fiery Domains. 
Price, 35 cents. 


Bibie of Bibles; or, Twenty-seven 
Divine Revelatious, containing a description of 
twenty-seven bibles and an exposition of two 
thousand biblical errors in science, history, 
morals, religion, and general events. Also a 
delineation of the characters of the principal. 
personages of the Christian Bible and an ex- 
amination of their dootring. Price, 1.75. 

The World's Sixteen Crucified Sav- 
iors ; or, Christianity Before Christ. 
Containing new and startling revelations in 
religious history, which disclose the oriental 

origin of all the doctrines, princip:es, precepta, 

and miracles of the Christian New Testamen 
and furnishing a key for unlocking many o: 
its sacred mysteries, besides comprising the 

` history of sixteen oriental crucified gods. 1.50. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. j 


W.S. BELL'S PAMPHLETS. 


The Conflict between Christianity 
and Civilization. 


PRICE, - - - - - -  150ENTS. 


It is a stunner; concise, scholarly, and good.— 
M. E. Billings. 


LIBERTY AND MORALITY. 
PRICE, 15 CENTS. 

Accept my thanks for your excellent and useful 
discourse.—James Parton. 

Iam much pleased with eur address, and will 
notice it in Man.—T. B. Wakeman. 

A beautiful pamphlet of 86 pages. It is a very 
ae paper, and deserves wide dissemination.—The 

Re. g 


ANTI-PROHIBITION. 
PRICE, 30 CENTS. 


The number of heads under which you hav 
divided the subject matter of the pamphlet, and 
the concise manner in which each point is dis- 
cussed, should be highly commended. Therefore 
I take great pleasure in recommending *' Anti-- 
Prohibition ? to the consideration of every, person 
who is interested, not only in the cause of temper- 
ance, but in the principles of self-government.— 
J. J. McCabe. 


For sale at this office. 


Charles Watts’s Works. 


Saints and Sinmers. 10 cents. 
The History of Freethought. Bound 


in cloth and lettered. Price,1.% CONTENTS : 
Section L Detinition of Freethought and ita 
Early Struggles for Life. Section I. Whatit 
Owes to Mohammedanism. Section IIT, Free- 
thought Martyrs and Confessors. Section IV. 
Freethought in Contlict during the Sixteenth, 
Seventeenth, and Eighteenth Centuries. Sec 
tion V. Freethought Triumph in the Nine- 
teenth Century. 


Secularism; Destructiv and Construe- 
tiv. 22 pagesin cover. Price, 10 cts. 


Christian Evidences Criticised A 
reply to the “Christian Evidence Society.” 
Introduction by Charles Bradlaugh, Con- 
tents: The Origin of Christianity; The Histori- 
gel Value of the New Testament; Miracles; 

rophecies; The Practical Value of Christian- 
ity; The Progress of Christianity. Price, $1. 


Secularism; its Principles and its 
Duties. Price, 75 cts. 


Tracts. The following tracts by Chas. 
Watts are Paplished at the low Brice of FIVE 
CENTS EACH: Defense of Secular Principles; 
Is the Bible Reliable? The Christian Deity; 
Moral Value of the Bible; Freethought an 
Modern Progress; Christiani 
Influence on Civilization ; Philosophy of Secu- 
larism; Science and Bible Antagonistic, 
Christian Scheme of Redemption. For all of 
the above works address THE TRUTH SEEK- 
ER, 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


WORKS BY ARTHUR B. MOSS. 


Was Jesus an Impostor? A debate between a 
Scotch novelist, Agues Rollo Wilkie, and Arthur 
B. Moss. The best conducted debate of modern 
160 pp., 25 cts, The Mirror of Free- 
ght. 50 cts. The Bible and Darwinism, 
35 cts. Biblical Errors and Secular ‘Truths. 
cts. Two Revelations, cts. Bible Horrors; or, 
Real Bigsphemy. 5 cts. Bible Makers. 5 cts. 
Bible Saints—Nos. 1, 2, and 8, Each 5 cts. 
vs. Darwin, 5ct8. Socrates, Buddha, and Jesus. 
5cts. Christianity a Degrading Hehgion. 5 cts, 
Fictitious Gods. 5 cts. Natural Man. 5 cts. 
Tne Old Faith and tbe New. 5cts. Bruno and 
Spinoza. 5cts. The Bible God and His Favorits. 
5cts. Miracle-Workers, Scts. Health, Wealth, 
and Happiness. 5ets. The Brain and the Soul. 
5 cts. Nature and the Gods. 5cts. Design and 
Natural Selection. 5cts, Man and the Lower 
Animals, 5 cts. 

Address Watts and Co., 17 Johnson's Court, 
E.O., Lon jon, Eng. 


Bible Temperance: 


LIQUOR DRINKING 


Commended, Defended, and Enjoined 
by the Bible. 


BY E. C. WALKER. 


Th its8a companion book to Beomsburg's ** Bible 
Morals.” 48 pages; price 10 cents. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


RUPTURES CUREDS 


myMedicat Compound and Improved 
lastic Supporter Truss in from d 
90 days. Reliable references given, Bend 
stamp for circular, and say in what paper 
yon saw my advertisement. Address Qa) 


W. å. Collings, Smithville, Jefersca Oe, 


ity, its Natureand [ 


Ingersoll’s Tributes. 


REDUCED IN PRICE. 
We hav made arrangements whereby we can 


offer these magnificent prose poems of Mr. Inger- 
solls at greatly reduced prices. The Tributes are 
printed on heavy toned paper, 18x22 inches, illumi 
nated border, large clear type, suitable for fram- | 
ing. The titles are: 


The Vision of War, 


The Grant Banquet Toast, 
Address at Harry Miller’s Grave. 
The price of these heretofore has been 75cts. We 


offer them at FIFTEEN OENTS EACH; THE 
THREE FOR FORTY OENTS. 
from breakage. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER 


Mailed secure 


28 Lafayette PL. New York. 


New Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 


MEN, WOMEN & GODS. 


BY HELEN H. CARDENER, 
Introduction by 
ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
Price, Cloth, 1.00; Paper, 50 cents. 
The Trade Supplied at Special Discounts. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


Photo-engravings of Misa Gardener are for sale 


at this office. Price, 400.; with autograph, 50 cts. 


ROMANISM, 


DANCER AHEAD. 


The Reason Why & Good Roman Catholie 


Cannot be a Good Citizen of 
this Republic. 


By A. J. GROVER. 


Price, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. 
.Addregs THE TRUTH SEEKER COO. 


FRY-SQUARE; 


The Church of Practical Religion. 


BY REPORTER. 


This is the history of an attempt to found a 
church without superstition, and its success. 
Uncle Job Sawyer, the pastor, having established ` 
his pulpit, uses it to discuss all the vital questions 
of human concern, religious, political, and other. 
wise. The book is written in well-chogen lan- 
guage, and easily understood. There is just suffi- 
cient narrativ about it to interest the reader and 
hold his attention while the truth is being brought 
to his mind. 


For sale at this office, 


DID JESUS CHRIST RISE FROM 
THE DEAD? 


Price, $1.00. 


The Evidences for the Resurrection Tried 
and Found Wanting. 


By Saladin. 
, = + a 95 CENTS. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


PRICE 


` Á Y á | l 
The Trinity, from Gibbon’ History of Christianity. 


History of Christianity 


` A VINDICATION 


of some passages in the “ History of the Decline and 
Fall of the Roman Empire" by 


EDWARD GIBBON, Esq. 


With a Life of Gibbon, pteface and notes by the Editor, 
including critical notes by Guizot, Milman, Weuck, 
© an “English Churchman,” and other scholars. 
z vol. 12 mo, 864 pp. Cloth. With c5 engravings. $1.50 
This book shows when, where, and how Christianity 
originated, who were its founders, and what were the 
sentiments, manners, numbers, and condition of the 
primitive Christians. E 
“I kuow of no book that contains more real and val. 
vable information upon the origin of Christianity." 
R. G. INGERSOLL. : F . 
* One of the most learned and interesting books eve 
written and published.”—oston Investigator. © 


FOR SALE AT TRUTH SEEKEB OFFICE., 
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Poetry. 


The Modern Feast of Belshazzar. 


In banquet hall’s resplendent light, 
Revealing viands served on gold, 
There shine a thousand gems as bright 
As graced Belshazzar’s feast of old. 
And music's sweet and low refrain 
Falls softly on the perfumed air, 
And speaking eyes return again 
A love that lips would fain declare. ` 
There coyish maid and haughty dame 
Display to roving eyes their charms, 
And fluttering o’er love's garish flame 
They eager list its fond alarms. 
Presides with pride our finance king, 
And there with dué humility 
His courtiers sit, and to him bring 
. Reports of their servility. 
The pulpit, press, the bench, the bar, 
Outvie with each in servitude; 
Great riches is their guiding star, 
And poverty but turpitude, 
The rotund priest recounts with pride 
How freemen’s rights to vote at will 
Hav been by churchly power denied, 
. And pliant fools proved asses still. 
* The press, O king ! has boldly told 
A thousand lies per diem for thee, 
And well has earned thy shining gold, 
Thou king of moneyocracy !” 
& Ex parte decisions,” shouts the bench, 
“ Hav shielded thee behind the law 
To honest nostrils loud the stench, 
Yet still supreme thy ravenous maw.” 
' ** Thou knowest, O great king! the bar 
Are mute admirers of thy skill; 
Thy gold they've scented from afar ; 
Command them at thy sweetest will.” 
The king of gold, with twinkling eye, 
Now smiling rises to respond, 
When objects strange he doth espy, 
Which strike him with amazement dumb. 
For, see! within an open door 
A motley crowd are filing in, 
With faces wan and raiment poor, 
Victims of want, of wrong, and sin. 
The miner grim, the factory hand, 
And artisans of every trade 
In mute appeal in silence stand, 
By rank injustice paupers made. 
* Ont of my sight," ere yet he spake, 
Or echoed through that lordly hall, 
The stoutest hearts were made to quake; 
For, see ! from yonder paneled wall, 
A figure of historic name 
Emerges from its polished face, 
Amid superna! light aflame, 
Reveals the savior of our race. 
A death-like hush falls over all, 
And ashy lips and staring eyes, 
As on that Godlike form they fall 
In abject trembling, mute surprise; 
And now, O wonder and amaze! 
Is slowly lifted arm and hand, 
And with a lightning glance of rage 
He points with gesture of command 
To tablets on the wall, which sprung 
In human sight conjoint with him, 
On which were words for ages sung 
By Christian saints absolved from sin. 


: INSCRIPTIONS ON THE TABLETS. : 
: “Feed my lambs.” : 
: ‘Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” 


: “Oye hypocrits! ye can discern the face of s 
: the sky, but can ye not discern the signs of the t 


: times?” : 
i "For I say unto you that, except your right- : 
z eousness shall exceed the righteousness of the : 
: scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter : 
* the kingdom Of heaven.” : 


: “What is a man profited if he gain the whole :: 
: world and lose his own soul; or what shall a 2 


: man giv in exchange for his soul ?” 


And then his voice fell on the ear, 
And bowed was every knee, 
And fell the penitential tear, 
But not in mockery. 


“ Ye vipers ! and for thee I died, . 
For thee I suffered on the cross; 
Your clan for ages hav but lied, 
And deemed my love as worthless dross. 
For, see! my father's children ery, . 
Are hungered, and ye feed them not; 
They faint, they starve, despairing die, 
And praise ye God ’tis not your lot. 
‘Know, then, ’tis I that bend the neck, 
And groan o’er unrequited task ; 
‘Tis I your murderous course will check, 
Tear from your face the Christian mask. 
See! death is claiming every hour 
The victims of unnatural greed; 
And yet you revel in your power, 
With not a thought for others’ need. 
Where is the love ye bear for me 
Ye aing in song, ye mouth in prayer, - 
While millions liv in misery, 
All children of my father’s care? 
Tlove them all; the lowliest one 
My spirit bears through life's brief hour ; 
Offense to them is to God's son ' 
The deadliest insult in thy power. 
Your churches and cathedrals all, 
Without my human love, 
Your heavenly father doth appal— 
» Are cursed from above. 
Then quick expel that primal wrong, 
That rank injustice to the race, 
That God’s fair earth is for the strong, 
And not for all a biding place. 
Ye are but tenants for a day, 
And love's the only current coin 
Your father asks of you to pay; 
Why from the weak will ye purloin ? 
Eternal justice reared the earth, 
And ruleth through infinity; 
The earth’s for all that’s granted birth, 
Speak nature and divinity. 
-Expunge your laws that from the slime 
Of selfishness uprose; 
Though they hav stood uncounted time, 
They're heaven's infernal foes, 
And now farewell! This cowering mass 


| But he has left behind something for us to 


| tions, he believed in no future punishments: 
| and asked not for any future rewards, yet | 
‘| ever held that each one should bear'the con- 


‘| the place to be happy is here.” „ 


:| brave and cheerful spirit shone over the 
| wreck and ruin of his body like morning on’ 


i] no fears of death, because, to one of his belief, 
| death is as natural as life. 


; brother, sisters, and friends, and, through 


NEW EDITION. 


The Secret of the East, 


OR, 
The Origin of the Christian Religion 
and the Significance of its 
Rise and Decline. 


Cry justice, and from thee. 
Giv it, as you hope to pass 
Safe through eternity.” 


He vanished with the motley train, 
And those who saw now deem 
- It but a mirage of the brain 
And unsubstantial dream. . 
Wm. ALLEN SMITH. 


2 ent 


|. Obituary. ares 

| Drzp.—Oct. 28, 1897, Salem Lewis, Aged 50 BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 
years. —— 
‘Just at the noon of life he has fallen asleep. : Price, $1.00. For sale at this office. 


admire, something for us to imitate—a noble, , 
true manhood ; an upright; honest life. Quiet 
and unassuming, though firm in his convic- 


Very Cheap Pamphlets. 


We hav on hand a ios. number of the following: 
of COLONEL INGERSOLL’S pamph'ets, which 
will be disposed of at cost, as fol'ows: 


Ingersoll Cutechised: 
His Answers to a Number of Vital Questions Pro- 


sequences of his acts. f 
He tried to pluck from this world all the 
enjoyment that he could, ever holding aloft: 


the motto, ** The time to be happy is now, and singly, 8 cents; pér dozen, 30 cents; per hundred,. 
3 


ik ORTHODOXY. 


A lecture, fifty-four closely printed large 12mo: 
pages, 10 cents; fifteen, $1; and $6 per hundred.. 


Civil Rights Speech. 


Including the addressof Frederick Douglas, fifty-. 
three-large octavo pages, singly, 10 cents; fifteen | 
for $1; aad $6 per hundred. 
The Truth of History. 

This is a comment by Colonel Ingersoll upon 
the religious lies that hav been told about him- 
self, and first made its appearance in these col- 
umns. Price 3 cents; 30 cents per dozen ; $2 per 
hundred. 


BIBLE IDOLATRY. 
Aletter Colonel Ingersoll wrote to the editor of 
the London ‘Secular Review.” Price 8 cents; 30 
‘| cents per doz., or $2 per hundred. ' 


INGERSOLL ON McGLYNN. j 
Being the comments and opinions of Mr. Inger- | 
sol} upon the fight in the Catholic church: between : 
the late pastor of St. Stephen's and his employer, 
the pope. Price 3 cents; 30 cents per doz., or $2 
per hundred. 


We suggest that these be purchased in quanti- - 
ties, and given away to Christians, and it is with 
that not unreasonable expectation that the prices 
hav been placed so low. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 Lalayette Pl., New York. 


S. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of the the Universe, and: 


Its Scientific Solution, with some Oriticiems of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; pa pers 60 cts. 
“A prose opio of the re rieh with incident. 
and dr rama ic power ; breezy from first page to: 
last with the living spirit of to-day.”—John ' 
Swinton's Paper. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In- | 
fidel and the Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 
with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to me, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Dr. Henry W. BELLOWS. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. . Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand? and 


Other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 ofg. 


Adami and Heva. A Poetic version; 
version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
copy the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 


or 'allof the above addres 
THE TRUTH SEEKER oo. 


Fighting disease for seven years, yet his 


the desert. 
Having done his duty as a citizen, as a son, 
as a brother, as a husband and father, he had: 


Standing at his open grave I could but 
think: If death ends all with thee, it is well; 
or if it be the opening of a life beyond, thy: 
noble manhood, thine uprightness of char- 
acter, thine honesty of purpose, are by far a 
nobler passport than any church or creed can 
giv. 
Farewell, Salem! May the record of thy 
life be to us a guiding star, and ever, as we 
visit thy grave, may we reverently feel, here 
lies one who dared to die as he had lived, a 
fearless, honest, upright man. 
He liveth long who liveth well, 

And, be his station low or high, 


He who the most good deeds can tell 
Livs longest, though he soonest die. 


Greene, N. Y. J. H. LENDERSON. 


Riverton, Ia., Nov. 28, 1887... 
Mr. Eptror: I desire to inform our Liberal | 
friends, especially our sympathetic and per-| 
sonal ones, of a sad occurrence—the death of 
my wife, whose confidence and love I was so 
fortunate às to possess. Some seven weeks 
ago she left our home to visit her parents, 


unforeseen events upon the route, became 
exposed to trials that aggravated an abnor- 
mal condition of the heart and by which she 
caught cold. As a result, a series of acute 
troubles followed, and death, that insidious 
extinguisher of life's light, came in to finish. 
The result to me is hard to express. I had 
prepared an address for delivery at her grave, 
but, my arrival being too late, I was not en- 
abled to giv it. A. K. Morr.. 
— te 
A New Work on Lincoln. 


There is no name dearer to the American: 
heart than that of Abraham Lincoln. Lincoln 
is especially admired by Liberals because he 
was wise enough and brave enough to discard 
the popular creed. Numerous biographies of 
this man hav appeared, but with the excep- 
tion of Lamon’s Life, all of them are grossly 
inaccurate in many particulars. The Life of 
Lincoln now appearing in the Century is 
probably destined to become the standard 
biography. It is a work of great merit, and 
is in the main a truthful record of the life of 
the great emancipator. But this work is de- 
voted principally to his public career. Early 
in 1888 a new work, dealing chiefiy with the 
inside life of Lincoln, will appear. It has 
been written by Hon. W. H. Herndon, and 
no man living is better fitted for such a task. 
Mr. Herndon was Lincoln’s lifelong friend, 
and for more than twenty years his law part- 
ner; the partnership existing up to the time 
of Lincoln’s death. Mr. Herndon has been 


Our Flag Above the Cross. 


‘This device is for 
paper and ` envel- 
opes for Becular 
Unions andothers, 


PRICES: 
Half-note, bi'k ink, 
per quire, . .18 
Envelopes, black 
ink, per pack, .18 
Paper or envelopes 
with local ad- 
dress, 1,000, $6.00 
Half-note, 4colors, 


. . per quire, . .25 
most shamefully maligned and persecuted by Envelopes,4 colors, 
the church for what he has already published: per pack,-. .25 


Paper or envelopes 
4 colors, with lo- 
cal address, per 
1,000, . . $10.00 

Address 


The Truth Seeker. 


Any profit from sales will be devoted to the free 
distribution of Liberal literature. 


LIFE. 
A PROSE POEM. 


By R. G. INGERSOLL. 
Printed in colors on board, beveled edges. 


Price 60 cents. Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


in regard to Lincoln’s religious opinions, and 
I hope the Liberals of this country will en., 
deavor to counteract this opposition as far as: 
possible by extending the circulation of the 
forthcoming book. J. E. Remssure. 


COPYRIGHTED, 


REPLY 
TO REY. L. A. LAMBERTS 
“NOTES ON INGERSOLL.” 


By E. wW. Lacy. 


A thorough exposure of the Qatholio priest's 
Historical misstatements. 


Price, Cloth, $1; Paper, 50 cents. 


pounded by the Editor of the “San Franciscan 7 


| The Resurrection 
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Robt. G. Ingersoll’s 
OPENING SPEECH TO THE JURY 
in the suit of the 
Bankers’ and Merchants’ 
graph Company 
against the 
Western Union Telegraph Company 
So many hav asked for copies of this famous 
speech that THE TRUTA SEEKER has obtained a 


supply and can mai) them to those who desire 
'| them, for ten cents each. 


L. K. Washburn’ 8 Works. 


Sunday and the Sabbath. “A Jaw 


regulating human conduct on the Sabbath is 
an impertivenée.” Price, 10 cents. 


The False Teaching of the Chris. 
tian Church. “The Thirty-nine 


Articles of the Christian church are thirty- 
nine poor, broken-down opinions.” 10 cents, 


The Foolishness of Prayer. “Think 
of a minister’s praying God to kill grasshop- 
pers, or trying to induce the Deity to under- 
take a crusade of one against the Colorado 
beetle !? Price, 10 cents. 


| Spiritualism: Is It a Faith or a Fact? 


Price, 5 cents, 


Do You Love Jesus? Price, 5 cents. 
America’s Debt to Thomas Paine. 


Price, 5 cents. : ; 
1 Is Liberalism Moral t Price, 5 cents. 
A Holy Superstition. Price, 5 cents. 
The Workingmau's Religion. 5 cts. 
Temperance and the Bible. 5 cents. 
Free Religion ; or, the Religious De- 


mand of To-day. ” Price, 5 cents, 


The Brute God of the Old Testament. 


Price, 5 cents. 
of Jesus Not 
Proved. Price, 5 cents. 
The Public Schoo's and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


Tele. 


i 


Mottoes for Freethinkers. 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the ** God-bless-our- 
home” placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 221-2, The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. Thé following are the various 
] readings: 


THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTROL : 
THE WORLD. H 


mI 


FREE THOUGHT WILL GIV US TRUTH. 


ee eee er reet tn 


SUPERSTITION I8 THE OHILD OF SLAVERY. 


. 
H 
H 
. 
esevocsacsocaoo e 
. 
. 
* 
. 
Bete meena nr sedanmeee sa cetemasers seiten 


PPrereree errr eerri rr errr ree reer ee rerrre reir cers 


H REASON IS THE LAMP OF THE MIND. : 


POIDS 


THE TIME TO BE HAPPY I8 NOW, H 
AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY IS HERE. : 
R H 


NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


H THE WORLD I8 MY COUNTRY; : 
: TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. : 
i 


The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. 

For Freethought societies there is a large card 
22 x 15inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 80 
cents. Anyof these will be sent postpaid,securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM, 


The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America. 
BY A CAPITALIST, 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, vice, and crime. It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remedy, the author thinks.is in communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it wil be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. 

Paper,50c; cloth, $1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


IS THE GOD OF ISRAEL 
THE TRUE GOD? 
The Narrativ of the , Five Books of Moses, 
Joshua, and Judges, and the 
New Testament. 
By Israel W. Groh. 


Price 25 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER co 


SO gras. SO 
ME ETE 
GRAND, UPRIGHT AND SQUARE. 


Unrivaled in Tone, | Touch and Workmanship. 


Ingersoll Works. a 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods,” 
* Humboldt,” “ Thomas Paine,” ** Individual- 
ity," and ** Heretics and Heresies.” 


The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: “ The Ghosts,” “Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Obild,” ‘The Declaration of In- 
dependence,” ‘About Fa: in nois,” 
*''The Grant Banquet,” “The Rev, Alexander 
Olark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like a 
Dream,” and “ A Tribute to Ebon O. Ingersoll.” 

: Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cts; 

` cloth, $1.25. 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


per, 25 cents. a 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
B. Black, and Prof. 


Ingersoll, Judge Jeremia. 
eorge F. Fisher. Paper, 50 cents; cloth, $1. 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 

' 10 cents, $1.00 per doz. post paid. Printed in 

large, clear type, and containing as much as 

goule be delivered. = two ordinary lectures. 

his makes a grand missionary document. 

Liberals should scatter it generously. 


Ingersoll Catechised: His Answers to 
a Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of the San Franctscan, 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen; 25 copies, $1; 100 copies, $3. 
Millions of these should be circulated. 


Vindication of Thomas Paine from 
the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
ert G. Ingersoll.’ Price, 15 cents. M 

Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 
Large size octavo; paper, 10 cents. E 

Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 

ound in one volume, To meet the.demand 
for Mr. Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had. 
all his lectures, except the latest on “ Ortho- 
doxy,” bound in one beautiful volume, in half’ 
calf, library style, and containing over 1,300 


à E cid xg : m 
Ao FACTORY &/WAREROOMS, soe? * 


D X er 
Cor. 87th e SO ‘Third ANY New York. 
Col. Kelso's Works. SOCIAL WEALTH, 
20r EL The Sola Factors and Hzact Ratios in Its 
The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- Acguirement and Apportionment. 
hemmer RN unsurpassed.” 8vo., Foppa By J. K. INGÁLLS. 
Deity Analyzed and the Devil's De-| Price, Cloth, - U^ $1.00. 


. fense. -A thorough analysis of the Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
'  elaima for the existence of the Bible deity, and 28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


an examination in verse of the charges gener~ 
PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER 


aliy brought against his Satanic majesty. 
DEATH IMPROBABLE. ; 


12mo, 466pp., 1.50. 4 
Spiritualism Sustained. This work 
By L. R. SMITH. 
Pamphlet, 32pp., 12mo, - Price, 10 cents. 


goes not 80 far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
Published and for sale by 


show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- | 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12mo,.245pp., $1. 


hich i8 sold at th ingly 
: pete ort. eae sol ma popa, t TA. HI ST o RY THE TRUTH SEEKER 00. 
ributes. ere hav been so man 
applications for Mr. Ingersolls “The Vision | INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT THE NEW GOD 
n ar,” e“ E p 
the recent address over I wattle Harty fae Of. Europe. 


ler's Grave,” that they hav been printed on 
heavy toned paper, 18x22; illuminated border, 
and in large, clear type, suitable for framing, 
and the three will be forwarded to any address, 
for 60 cts, or either one for 15 cta. 

Prose Poems and Selections. This 
new book isa gem. It is a model in every re- 
spect. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
best ever issued. It contains, besides the çel- 
ebrated “ Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Seoretary of the American Secular Union. 
Price 10 cents. 

Address THE TRUTH BEEKER COMPANY. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D. 
Revised Edition—2 vols—Price, $8. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
HOW TO STRENGTHEN 
THE MEMORY; 


s s OR 

fore published, and all the famous “tributes ” : BIBLE, 

heretofore rinted in various sh but Seienti A 

braga ozola: Uù vap, many otar ggap | NATUTAL And Soa n. Los Of A porfectiy zeliable,goonrate Paget Dang 
spee rgumenta, » . 

ures, letters, table-taiks, and. ay-to-day Cone ever Forgetting. H. BURR, one of our ablest correspondents. More 


versations of the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir. To help it serve this 
urpose, a fine steel: portrait, with autograph 
ac simile, bas been prepared- especially for it. 
Price, in silk cloth, beveled e ion ilt back 
: and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges; ele- 
gant library style, 4.50; in full Turkey mo- 
rocco, gilt; 'exquisitly fine, 7.50; in full tree 

, calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. | 
Life. Prose Poem. Printed in 


eolors on board, beveled gilt edges. 50 cents. 


By M. L. HOLBROOK, M.D. 
12mo, 160 pp., - - 5. 5. $1.00} 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
Adarei 28 Latayette Pl., New York. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


, OB, 


The Forgery of the Old Testament. 


than 80,000 copies hav been Sold. Pri 5 cents. 
For sale at this office ^ i ern 


BINDER for THE TRUTH SEEKER 


urpose d 
[with the heading of ‘THE 
R ITRUTH SEEKER printed in 
Bicold letters on the outside. 


1 : z = € This binder allows the - 
Photogr: aphs of Colonel Ingersoll. Dedieated to the clergy ing of the papers perfectly flat. It also allows the 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. BY fom uy part of the Ble ethene tee 
H. J. SEIGNEURET, oiher DA MNA ee 
3 Z Sen mail. j , 41. 
Becularist. 3 Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
Price, - $ - - 10 cents. tf 


28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


THIRD EDITION. 


BIBLE MYTHS, 
AND THEIR PARALLELS IN OTHER RELIGIONS; 


‘BEING A’ 


Comparison of the Old and New Testament Myths and Miracles with those 
. of Heathen Nations of Antiquity, 


Paine Vinticalat. 


—0— - 

- A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York  Observer's slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 
both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
—0— 

The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
where in vindication. 


TOGETHER WITH 
A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 
A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
pal charges) is a forgery; it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


"8pp. Price 15 cents. 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


BIBLE MYTHS 


AND THEIR 


Parallels in Other Religions. 

The object of the work 18 to point out the myths 
with which the Old and New Testaments abound; 
to show that they were held in common with other 
nations; and then trace them to their evident ori- 
gin and explain their meaning. 

“Tt is unquestionably true that the results of a 
rationalistic study of the Christian scriptures are 
nowhere else 80 accessible as they are now made 
in the work before us."—N. Y. Sun. 

1vol.8vo. Cloth. About 600 pages. 


Price, $2.50. 


. THE CONFESSIONAL: 
ROMISH AND ANGLICAN. : 
An Hxposé. : 
By SALADIN. Price, 80 centa. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB, 


GONSIDERING ALSO THEIR ORIGIN AND MEANING, 
WITH NUMEROUS ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Address [Heathen Jilustration of the Temptation.) 

The Bundehesh (a sacred book of the Persians,) states that 
Ahuramazda after creating the first man and woman, Mashya 
and Mashyana, bade them **to be humble of heart; to observe 
the law ; to be pure in their thoughts, pure in their speech, 
pure in their actions.” But an evil demon came to them in 
the form of a Serpent, sent by Ahriman, the prince of devils, 
and gave them fruit of a wonderful tree, which imparted 
immortality. Evil inclinations then entered their hearts, 
and all their moral excellence was destroyed. Conse- 
„quently they fell, and forfeited the eternal happiness for 
which they were destined. They killed beasts, and clothed 
themselves in their skins. 

BrBLE Mytus shows this to be the origin of the Hebrew 
story. ! a 

1 Vol. 8vo., cloth, about 600 Pages. Price, $2.50. 


Sent post-paid by the TRUTH SEEKER. 
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PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questions 
Able speakers interest the audience. N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write, 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Earl 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By Wm. HENRY 
‘BuEE. Price, 25 cents. For sale at this office. 


"WHO WANTS THEM? 


' Pair Diamond Eardrops worth $400 for $280; do. 
$250 for $150; do. $120 for$80; do. $60 for $45; do. 
$40 for 228; 1 Diamond Pin, worth $825, for $220; 
do. $180 tor $185; do. $150 for $110 ; do. $100 for $65; 
do. $65 for $45; do. $38 for $28. 1 Ring or Studd 
worth $185 for $140; do. $150 for $110; do. $90 for 
.$65; do. 965 for $45 ; do. $5! line of 


€ tor $35, A full 
smaller Diamond Goods same discounts. WILE 
REFUND CASH IN FULL FOR ANY OF THE ABOVE AT 
‘ANY TIME DURING ONE YEAR IF NOT SATISFATORY. 
"Best “Howard” Watch, Elegant Diamond-set 
case, worth $300 for $220; similar $200 for $150; do. 
$150 for $110. Ladies’ Watch, 50 Diamonds, worth 
$200, tor $150; do. Diamonds and Rubies, +140 for 
$100; do. $100 for $70. A full line of regular styles, 
equally low. Wedding Rings a specialty. Cab- 
inet Organs worth $150 for $75; do. $100 for $50 
Music Box, 10 airs, $32, worth $45; do. $28; do. 8, 
airs, $18 worth $25. 100 Plush and Leather Albums, 
; largest size, 31 to $10, nearly half price. 100 Plush 
Toilet, Jewelry, Manicure, Shaving, and Child's 
sets, $1 to $15, same. reductions, Best Triple 
Plated Knives $3.50; Forks $3.50 per dozen. Triple 
plated Tea-spoons $1.70; Table-spoons $3.40 per 6. 
egt Spectacle or Eye-Glass $1, Pebbles $2, Gold 
16 and $7 (Send line of finest print you can rea 
plainly at 14inches and I can fit you). Taman 
expert in my line—your home jeweler must hav 30 
to 50 per cent profit—I will serve you honestly and 
.giv you the advantage of my long experience for 
‘5 to 10 per cent. OTTO WETTSTEIN. 
» Rochelle, Tu. 


. PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli. 
cal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE, 


‘The Author-Hero of the Revolution.” 
Price, Single Copies, 25 cents. Six copies fo 


THE ORISIS. 


By Thomas Paine. 

Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Grea 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . . . will not leave num. 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 
ration.” 

Price, 35 cents. 


For either of these works or any of Paine's 
writings, Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


VOLTAIRE' S ROMANCES, 


CONTENTS : z 
2 The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.— Zadig 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princess 
of Babylon. The Man of Forty Crowns. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas.— 
The World as it, Goes.—The Black and the White. 
—Memnom the Philosopher.—Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With à Chinese.—Plato’s Dream.—A Pleasure in 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


Handsome 12mo. 448 pages, laid paper. With 6? 
engravings. Price, cloth, beveled boards, $1.50; pa- 
per covera $1. Half calf or half morocco, marbled 
edges. |; 

>>" Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 


THE DAWNING, 


A NOVEL. 


“ Oh, heaven! Apollo is once more among 
herdsmen of Admetus, and the herdsmen 
not it is the Sun-god !" 


An octavo volume of nearly 400 pages, bound in 
cloth. Price, $1.50. 


Address Tug TRUTH SEEKER Oo. 

28 Lafayette Place, New York. 
THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION, 
From the German of MAX NORDAU. 
SEVENTH EDITION. 
Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


the 
now 


WORKS OF 0. B. WHITFORD, M.D. - 


Christianity a Reward for Crime. 


Authenticated by the Bible. 


Paper; 12mo, 29 pages, - - - 10c. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 
Paper, 12mo, 47 pages; "C" - 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 250. 


159 


A Masonic Vindication of Right 
A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 8 pages - - - - 


Addresse THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
28 Lafayette Pl.. New York. 


SEND POSTAL to Leftwich Bros. and Curtis, 
Florence, Ala., for description of cheap land in 
the Sunny South. . 1y45. 


Infidel Death Beds. 


By G. W. FOOTE. 
85 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKEB 


Price, 
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y Albert Reville, 


Stone ; 
VI. Mr dicastone and Genesis. By Prof. T. H. 
VILA Protest anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 


Gladstone, fiuxley," Muller, | 
Mr. Kerry, who has for years experi- į Linton, Reville, 
mented with a new mechanical force sup-| O” the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 


Ler us regard the 'men of science, teachers of 
Nature, the expounders of her laws, the demon. 
strators of her forces, those who show us the dan. 


i k and contains the latest discus- |. 
posed to be generated from air and water,} J, DawnofOreation end cf Worship. By Hon. | „This iga new book en Moen. "The names of the | Zerin violating her exactions, as our best friends, 
. continues to promis immediate disclosure of Ji D. E. Urin a participants are a guarantee of its able character. Tatte leara thoir Mis had ne sudy ir works, 
> his i The Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- ? " y seek all the information they hay 
his ‘‘ greatest motiv force ever known, and preters of Nature. By Prof. T. H. Huxley. Frioo papor; 20 oentss-oldth, 75 comes (t impart.—D. M. Bennett, 


one that it will cost absolutely nothing to II. Postscript to Solar Myths. By Prof. Max! . 


produce.” 


Ir is proposed to re- 
duce letter postage to one 
cent. 


Taos dealers still han- 
dling oleomargarine are 
being apprehended. 


BRAZILIAN planters 
owning 2,500 slaves hav 
resolved to free them. 


Boxoorrs are still con- 
tinued with their former 
frequency and effect, but 
more secretly. 


Viotent feuds and. as- 
saults, and in some cases 
murders; are numerous 
throughout the country 
between the Prohibition- 
ists and the Anti's. 


. Bismarck, while de- 
scribing the support of 
the present vast army as 
an intolerable burden, 
calls upon the Reichstag 
for additional supplies. 


ut 


Tux fiftieth anniver- 
sary of the elevation of 
Pope Leo XIII. to the 


er. 


| nd [Ut a 


ERU RU ila (i 


priesthood was celebrat- 
ed at Pittsburgh, Pa., on 


the 18th by a monster 
parade. 


Tax English Tory min- 
istry seems anxious to 
establish regular diplo- - 
matic relations with the 
Vatican, for the purpose, the Irish emanci- 
pators say, of *' bartering Irish rights.” 


Tux Pennsylvania law, just passed, levying 
high liquor license and requiring as sureties 
against law-breaking bonds so high that few 
can giv them, is lessening the number of 
saloons. 


Turre is feeling in London against the 
Board of Works, excited by exposure of its 
corruption. It refuses an inquiry into the 
case of one Robertson, who keeps horses, 
carriages, and a splendid mansion on £400 a 
year, and whose malversations are proved 
and admitted by all. 


Birrs hav been introduced in the new Con- 
gress providing that that body pass uniform 
marriage and divorce laws; that it prohibit 
the manufacture and sale of liquors; that it 
reject immigrants not having sufficient means 
to support themselvs and families six months, 
and that a postal telegraph be established. 


Tux Federation of Labor has hit upon the 
plan of extending the use of the union-label 
to goods of all kinds that can bear a label. 
This, they think, will accomplish their ends 
without strike or direct boycott, as it will 
cause a powerful demand for union-made 
goods, and non-union goods will not be sold. 


Tux book written by Parsons in jail is about 
to be published. An extract from Macaulay 
prophesying a contest between the rich and 
the poor in America is a text to the first part. 
The second part is prefaced by an extract 
from John Ruskin denouncing the capitalists 
of Europe as thieves and the cause of all 
wars. 

Last Sunday, in London, one Linnell, a 
member of the radical labor parties, who died 
from injuries inflicted by the police in sup- 
pressing the recent Trafalgar square labor 
demonstrations, was followed to the grave by 
an immense procession. The coffin was cov- 
ered with a red flag, and violent Socialistic 
speeches were made. 


A BILL has been introduced in the German 
parliament authorizing the expulsion of all 
‘Socialists who hav incurred penalties for vio- 
lations of the Anti-Socialist law, or by belong- 
ing to secret societies, which is forbidden by 
existing Jaws. In accordance with the pro- 
visions of this bill most of the Socialist mem- 
bers of the Reichstag may be expelled from 
Germany. The bill also permits the punish- 
ment of any one taking part in a Socialist 
Congress. 


THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
98 Lafayette Pl.,New York. 


TRE highest and greatest commandment laid on 
AS man is to endeavor to ob. 
tain right and justice for 


all—which means happinesg 


forall. This endsavor—thig 
obtaining right and justice 


for all—the standard ‘of 


JOSEPH RECOGNIZES HIS BRETHREN. 


And Joseph saw his brethren, and he knew them, but made bimself strange unto them, and spake roughly unto them ; 
and he said unto them, Whence come ye? And they said, From the land of Canaan, to buy food.—Gen. xlii, 7. 


Qddg and Ends. 


` Macon Prohibition : “The Atlanta election was 
a Waterloo." Macon Anti: ' No, it was a whisky- 
loo.” 


. ROBBIE : “ Mamma, doesn’t it make your hande 
warm to spank me?” Mamma: “ Why, yes, Rob ` 
bie, it does ” Robbie: “ Wouldn't it do just as 
well then, mamma, to go and hold ’em over the 
register," 


“ AH, my son,” said the minister, '* I'm glad to: 
see you in the Sunday-school at last. Is this your 
first Sunday?” “Yes, sir.” “How do you like 
it?” “Oh, guess I kin stand it until after the 
Christmas tree." 


Tue Boston Transcript believes the first mention 
of playing cards is found in the Bible, t.e., * when 
Neb euchred Nezzar." An impression prevailed 
that it was when Satan played the deuce in the 
garden of Eden—beat a pair, as it were.—Norrís- 
town Herald. 


Taz Columbus (Ga) Enqutrer-Sun says: “A 
Baptist minister brought suit against the mem- 
bership of his church for the amount due him as 
pastor, and was defeated. He now makes a crimi- 
nal case of it by having the parties arrested on 
the charge of getting religion under false pre- 
tense.” 


* Ir I should tell you, dear,” he said, ** that my 
love for you had grown cold ; that I had ceased to 
care for you, and that the happy time when I shall 
claim you as my ownest own will never, never be, 
would it really be a trial to you, darling?" ** Yes, 
George," shyly admitted the girl, “1 would be a 
breach of promis trial.” 


Wire (returned from church) : You should hav 
heard Mr. Goodman’s sermon this morning, my 
dear. I don't know when anything has madé 
such a profound impression upon me.” Husband: 
"Did you walk home?” Wife: "No, I took a 
street-car; and do you know, John, the conductor 
never asked me for my fare. Wasn't I lucky?” 


PnonrBITIONIST: " There, sir, Mr. De Wine, look 
at that man. Did you ever see such a rum-soaked 
specimen?” De Wine: “I never did. He's a 
wreck, sure enough. Been a hard drinker all his 
life, evidently. See here, my good man, hav you 
any home to go to?” Dilapidated specimen : ** No, 
sir, I'm a stranger among strangers." *'* Where 
did you come from?” ** I just come from Maine.” 


“Wuat curious substance hav, you in that 
vessel? ' asked Society, meeting a stranger coming 
out of the dissecting room. “Brains,” replied 
Truth. *Brains which I hav just taken from a 
poor dead scholar.” ‘Let me look at them,” said 
Society, eagerly. “I never saw any before. Let 
me look at them; how are they worn?” “In the 
head,” replied Truth. ‘ Ont of sight?" asked So- 
ciety. “Entirely.” “Take them away; I hav no 
use for such ornaments.” And so Truth went on 
into the college with her brains, and Society went 
on her way without any. 


Tug Boston Post says that Governor Taylor of 
Tennessee recently told of a colored clergyman 
who preached a sermon on the text: * And the 
multitudes came to him, and he healed them of 
divers diseases.” Said he: “My dying congre- 


] gation, this is a terrible text. Disease is in the 


world. The smallpox slays its hundreds, the chol- 
era its thousands, and the yellow fever its tens of 


| thousands; but, in the language of the text, if 


you take the divers, you are gone. These earthly 
doctors can cure the smal!pox, cholera, and yellow 


| fever if they get there in time, but nobody but the 


good Lord can cure the divers." 


THE MAN HE WANTED. 


* Do you suspect auy of the clerks?” asked the 
detectiv, who had been called in to investigate a 


-| robbery. 


“ Decidedly not,” replied the merchant. ‘ The 
ouly one who has the handling of the money is 
above any suspicion. He is such an exemplary 
young man that he curtails his time for luncheon 
so as to be able to read the Bible he keeps in his 
desk.” 

* Point him out to me.” cried the detectiv, rub- 
bing his hands with delight; ‘he’s the very man 
I want.” 


“ FATHER,” said Rollo, * why do baseball pitchers 
get so much larger salaries thau preachers?" 
“sh !’ said Rollo’s father (who is a deacop), cau- 
tiously, *come here into the back room behind the 
door. Sh! Sometimes-only sometimes, mind 
you—itis because the pitcher trains longer, always 
finds his sermon in his text, never pitches for 
politica] effect, never tries to pitch when he and 
all his congregation are morally and physically 
satisfied that he can’t; and, in fact, 1f he can’t 
pitcb, there isn't a church in America that would 
giv him a place in the battery, even if he offered 
to come without salary and pay his own expenses. 
See?" Rolio said that he thought his father had 
got some of his technical terms a little mixed; but; 
on the whole, he caught on. Sometimes, you see, 
Rollo is a little slow, and Rollo’s father does not 
always express himself very clearly. But still. 
However. Nevertheless. 


A LoT of people were staring yesterday forenoon 
into the sunny window of a curiosity shop on Clay 
street. The attraction was a lot of. little nute 
spread on a sheet of paper. They were popping 
about like things of hfe. '* What are they ?" asked 
an Eastern lady. *“ Chestnuts,” ventured an oid 
Californian. * The proper name for them,” said a 
m:mber of the Academy of Sciences, “is spirit 
beans. They’re also sometimes called electric 
beans, There is nothing mysterious about them. 
They grow in Mexico and Central America, A 
variety of the ichneumon pierces an almost micro- 
scopic hole in the nut with its oviposator and de- 
posits the eggs. From the egg comes a grub that 
feeds upon the interior of the nut until a space is 
formed. It is the convulsiv motions of the grub 
which prodnces the action that astonishes you. 
Until revived by the heat, the grub lies dormant. 
If allowed to develop naturally, it would eat its 
way out and become an ichneumon fly, a sort ot 
winged beetle.” **Any charge,” inquired the old 
Californian. “ None,” said the member of the 
Academy of Sciences, ‘‘ Some time, hewever,” he 
added, * you might like to drop round and see 
me,” and he handed the old Californian a saloon 
card. 
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whose world-wide and re. 
sistless progress will ulti. 
mately be the uti'itarian 
erg alone—not as carica- 
tured by mockers of imag. 
ined pigs, but as continu.’ 
ously improved, verified, 

~ altered, and elevated by 
rational, really benevolent, 
far-seeing minds—this aim, 
this tendency, it is that 
renders worthy of highest 
honor the patient search 
for truth, and, when truth 
is found, the determined 
struggle against all tyran- 
nies and lie, whether 
grossly obvious in fire and 
chains and murder, or more 
dangerously concealed in 
bad social] ugagés and be. 
liefs.—T^e Ten Conunand. 
ments, by W, P. Bail. 


Wien Moses told the chil. 
dren of Israel that he re- 
ceived the two tables of the 
Commsndments from the 
hands of God, they were 
not obliged to believe him, 
because they had no other 
authority for it than hig 
telling th^m so. The Com- 
mandments carry no inter- 
nal evidences of divinity 
with them; they contaiu 
some good moral precepta, 
such as any man, qualified 
to be a lawgiver, could pro- 
duce himself, without hav- 
ing recourse to superpat- 
ural iutervention,—Paíne's 
Age of Reason, 


Taovazu it should turn out 
that the ascentof man has been not only from the 
lowest savagery, but from the lowest animal 
forme, I see not how that wonld abate our rever- 
ence for him one particle. Hav we not always 
more respect for those who rise in the world than 
for those who remain stationary or who decline? 
* The fall of man "—that was a degradation, The 
rise of man—no matter from what original con- 
dition—that is an honor, Resentment of Darwin'g 
theory, as degradivg to mankind, comes with an 
ill grace from those who hold the Calvinistic 
creed, the purport of which is (I quote the words 
of Calvin himself) that a man is totally depraved, 
“entirely despoiled and destitute of everything 
connected with eternal life. so that even our nat. 
ural faculties are all depraved and contaminated.” 
—Chadwtck's Higher Reverence. 

Fon to him that is joined to all the living there 
is hope; for a living dog is better than a dead 
lion, For the living know that they shall die: 
but the dead know not anything; neither bav 
they any more a reward; for the memory of them 
is forgotten. Also their love and their hatred and 
their envy ia now perished; neither hav they any 
more & portion forever in anything that is done 
under the sun,—Zeclestastes ix, 4 6. 


Man is so constituted, the Materialist [Free- 
thinker, Secularist, scientist, Agnostic, Infidel, 
etc.) holds, that he has faculties and powers, by 
the exercise of which he can acquire knowledge 
and better his condition, without any book reve- 
lation to guide him. The disciplin and develóp- 
ment of mind that result from his efforts to get 
knowledge are more valuahle than his mere ac- 
quirements, Man has become what he is, we hold, 
by the use of his powers to better hiscondition. It 
is evident to us that all the wisi^m in the Old 
Testament was learned by man’s observation and 
experience. Man is more advauced now than for- 
merly, and while he accepts what a larger experi- 
ence and & more eulightened reason approve, he 
rejerts as erroneous and foolish much that was 
cherisbed in ancient times. Observation, experi- 
ence, and reason, and not a book-revelation. em- 
bodying the errors, as well as the wisdom, of the 
past, are the highest and best guides for man.— 
Underwoood's Materialism and Christianity. 

SERENE will be our days and bright, 
And happy will our nature be, 
When love is an unerring light, 
And joy its own security. 
Wordsworth, 

Dr. Patton, the prosecutor and persecutor of 
David Swing—one of the mst talented and most 
forward-looking of American divines—writes, in 
the Independent, on "The Responsibilities of a 
Creator.” This is a moral aspect of the universe 
that has often been overlooked by Calvinistic 
writers, And the trouble is that, when the ques- 
tion is fairly faced, Calvinism, as a system, goes to 
pieces, and the truths which it contained must 
find other form. “At the judgment day," says 
Dr. Patton, ** God wil! submit his own conduct to 
the judgment of his rational universe.” [Here Dr. 
Patton has surely stolen Colonel Ingersoll's thun- 
der?] But we need not wait for that vicionary 
and improbable day to arrive; for the conduct of 
the creator i8 daily submitted to the judgment of 
the rational universe, and human education con- 
sists in the double task of learning what that con- 
duct is, and then in adjusting life to its beneficent 
laws.—Christian Register. 
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First ANGEL: ‘‘ Look, sweet saint, yonder lies my father in the flames!” 
SEcoND ANGEL: ‘‘ Yes, and there is my little babe.” 
Bors AxGELs IN CHORUS: ‘Qh, isn't this bliss? Hallelujah !” 
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: Glotes and Clippings. 


AT the recent Methodist conference in Dan- 
` ville, Va., when it came to appointing Com- 
mittees, a motion was made to appoint one on 
temperance. ‘‘No, sir," said Bishop Key, of 
Georgia. “ Wedo not appoint committees on 
temperance. We hav passed temperance 
down in my country, and now call it Prohi- 
bition.” A committee on Prohibition was 
appointed. 


Tue eternal damnation of those who hav 
not accepted Christ is not an unsettled ques- 
tion with the Baptist Watchman. ‘It isa 
question,” it says, “of the most tremendous 
practical moment, and one to which the 
scriptures giv a plain and decisiv, though a 
fearful, answer. ‘ For as many as hav sinned 
without law, shall also perish without law.’ 
NE While I was musing the fire burnt— 
and while so-called Christian teachers are 
musing about possibilities of future probation, 
the fire of death burns on.” 


Tur Rev. Dr. D. C. Kelby, of Nashville, 
whose remarks in connection with the Emma 
Abbott episode were construed to be a de- 
fense of the theater, was so beset by his 
Methodist brethren that he has published & 
card in which he “regrets and withdraws” 
previous statements and declares that he is 
** opposed to any attendance at theaters by 

. members of our church, and upholds our 
ministers in the correction of this evil by 
public and private admonition, and by pa- 
- tient but firm administration of disciplin.” 


t Tar little child familiar with the Christian 
catechism is really more enlightened on truths 
that should come home to every rational 
mind than the most profound philosophers of 
pagan antiquity, or even of the so-called phi- 
losophers of our own times. He has mastered 
the great problem of life. He knows his ori- 
gin, his sublime destiny, and the means of 
attaining it.” .This utterance, remarks Mr. 
B. R. Tucker, is not from Puck, but from an 
article by that gifted amateur humorist, Car- 
dinal Gibbons, in the North American Review. 


Wa. W. Jorpan, a faith doctor, has been 


living in Selma, Ala., for twelve months, and 


has in that time acquired great influence over 
the negroes, whom he told that he had come 
to redeem the Jews. He arranged for a Pas- 
sover feast at the house of two negro women 
in the outskirts of the city this morning, and 
told them that a sacrifice was neCessary. 
Frances Driver said she was willing to offer 
herself as a sacrifice, and laid her head on the 
table. Jordan thereupon took a sword and 
struck her several times on the neck and 
stabbed her a number of times, killing her 
instantly. The body was then dragged out 
into the street by the two other women. A 
white woman witnessed the affair and gave 
thealarm. Jordan and two of his disciples 
hav been arrested. 


One morning last week when Cleveland, 
O., was being showered with little slips of 
paper on one side of which was printed in 
red ink the single word, ‘‘ HELL,” and on the 
other side in black letters, ‘ Go to Music 


Hall to-night,” a prominent Christian gentle- 
man crossing the square on his way to his 
place of business was accosted and shown the 
“ Hell ” side of one of these dodgers, and it 
made him talk right out. Said he: '* A man 
who will get out such an advertisment as 
that ought to be arrested for blasphemy. It 
is an outrage on decency.” The good man 
was then shown the reverse side of the paper, 
when, after a moment’s pause, his words 
were as follows: '*Ahem—well—I don't 
know—possibly allowance must be made— 
Munhall & Towner, good men—little late— 
good morning." 


Tux Boston Budget says: ‘There is, after 
all, à good deal of satisfaction in being su- 
perstitious. To beable to charge all puzzling 
and inexplicable occurrences to invisible su- 
perstitious agency is a convenient method of 
getting rid of troublesome doubts or weari- 
some inquiry into hidden causes. A pcor 
solution of a difficulty may not, to a profound 
thinker, be better than none, but it is infinitly 
more comforting to ordinary human beings. 
Men feel, moreover, that in acknowledging 
that there may be truth in astrology, Charla- 
tanism, and all the rest, they hav been in a 
manner brought into a mystic brotherhood, 
and most people hav & certain secret notion 
that the very confession of faith is in some 
way a sort of propitiatory offering to unseen 
powers. Mystery has always a fascination 
for man, and almost any scheme of deception 
can succeed if it can but veil itself into a 
semi-obscurity and pique the awe-struck 
curiosity of the ignorant. A very small basis 


of truth serves as a sufficient basis upon 
which to erect a very substantial structure of 
delusion, as the history of innumerable quacks 
and impostors has testified through all the 
centuries since civilization began. It is not 
so much that men like to be deceived as that 
they enjoy deceiving themselvs under the 
pretense that they stand in the presence of 
some inscrutable mystery before which, since 
human reason is sure to prove unavailing, it 
is foolish to attempt to be reasonable or log- 
ical at all. To be freed from thinking is, 
after all, the delight which ensnares more of 
mankind than any other temptation.” Does 
the Budget offer this as a theory to account 
for the prevalence of Christianity ? 


W. H. Benson, 1225 Filbert street, Phila. 
delphia, announces that he is about to found a 
Socialist church, the members of which will 
believe in God and a life hereafter. All mem- 
bers will be requested to take the following 
oath: I hereby solemnly swear that I will 
not rob, cheat, strike, tell lies about, com- 
municate disease to, nor injure in any way a 
fellow-member of this church. I also swear 
that I will drink distilled and fermented 
liquors with great care and moderation. I 
also swear that I will not lend money to, nor 
borrow money from, & member of this 
church, except as a regular business transac- 
tion. I also swear that, as far as I am able, 
I wil keep my body, clothes, and dwelling 
in a clean and healthy condition. I also 
swear that I will giv to this church, every 
year, one per cent of my income, provided . 
said one per cent is not more than $50 


* 
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Communications. 


Religious Problems. 


The religious problems which demand: the atten- 
tion of man to-day are those which relate to human- 
ity more than to divinity. The religion of the dead 
which worshiped gods is outgrown; we want the 
religion of the living which helps man. Men will 
cease to build cliurches and temples when they learn 
what they are built for. They will cease to believe 
the creeds of churches when they learn to trust their 
own reason and common sense. When men cease to 
fear God they will cease to worship him. We want 
no more objects of worship. We have thrown away 
our offerings; we have wasted our libations by 
pouring them upon altars. The world has lost much 
and gained little by worship. If what has been done 
for gods had all been done for men, I dare not say 
how fair our world would be. I care not with how 
tender thoughts we remember the dead, nor with 
what lofty words we reverence the world's heroes, 
but I would not have our thoughts led by super- 
stition, nor our reverence employed to arrest the 
world's progress. There has always been a tendency 
in humanity to worship, which is on'y a desire to 
stop. The world, as it stands worshiping God to- 
day, is like mankind grouped around a statue or a 
picture in.stupid wonder. Our force is not to be 
spent in admiration, but in the race for the admir- 
able. When men stop to worship they seem to say 
in their action, We give it up. 

Let us not forget that the altar was first a tomb— 
a place for dead men. Itis no place for live men 
to-day. We should not know where to find God if 
we wished to ask his help. He is never where he is 
wanted. He is always too late to prevent an acci- 
dent. He is only a coroner. We are told that '* God 
will wipe all tears from our eyes.” We can do that 
ourselves. How much better it would be to prevent 
our tears than to dry them—to stop the train before 
it takes its leap of death than to go to the funeral of 
the victims! Faith in God is good for nothing when 
there is-a flaw in the bridge. I do not know whether 
it is Atheism to say that man has no other power but 
his own to depend upon, but I know it is a fact. 
Faith in God is & continual disappointment. It 
ends in despair, or in faith in man. 

The world is turning away from worship. This is 
the assurance that & nobler duty is to be undertaken. 
Man can still bow his head in veneration of worth, 
but he does not care to. be kept on his knees to 
a mummy. 

When a nation bears a great man—one whose soul 


` refuses to walk in the old ruts of custom, and whose 


nature is too large to be bound by the creed lines of 
the popular faith—it generally sees a particular 
divinity in such a man, and pronounces him either & 
prophet or messiah, and sets up his words as the 
commands of God. This has been the great error of 
the world. Every nation erects the effigy of some 
great life at the threshold of its territory, and nails a 
pious horseshoe over its every door to protect it from 
the spirit of reformation. It demands that all men 
shall worship its idol. How Arabia and Turkey 
cling to a festering corpse! How Europe and Amer- 
ica still hold the cold hand of human idolatry! How 
China and India strain to their bosoms the dead form 
of a dead faith ! 

The world will never throb with new life until the 
spell of worship is broken. Nothing holds mankind 
down so much as veneration for its idols. Shake off 
the lethargy that worship has brought upon the soul. 
Live like men, and you need not worship gods. 
When we live true to the soul we cease to ask for 
anything. Worship is denial of self. Let us have 
no disputes about divinity. Let God take care of 
himself. The light of the stars proves their exist- 
ence. The universe needs no counsel of defense. 
That which is evident need not be explained. . 

The great question for us to answer is not what 
God wants, but what man needs. Let us live to our- 

Worship is interruption. Let our life sat- 
Worship is apology. If we are doing our 
best, what need to excuse our work? What good 
does it do to praise God? That is the truest love 
which obeys, not that which adores. We want willing 
hands, not lifted ones. Worship is superfluous. It 
adds nothing to the soul. It increases our cares, not 
our virtues. The test of everything is, Does it help 
man ? 

I challenge the church to prove its claim to man’s 
support. It throws a shadow upon the earth, instead 
of letting more light upon it. The priest is in man’s 
way. Worship is a compliment to the deity that he 
does not need, and a burden upon man which he is 
not able to bear. Nature does not worship. She 
grows. Worship is opposition to reform. It palsies 
the world’s thought. It means stagnation. It is 


: difficult to get advocated what will correct society, 


because mankind spends so much time in the church 


` that it has no time to spend in the theater of improve- 
' ment. 


Worship is hypocrisy’s disguise. What a 
train of splendid deceit marches up the aisles of the 
What & mask is worship, but the world 


é 


can see through it. When falsehood kneels in praise 


of truth ; when extortion and cruelty call God father; 
when meanness and vice are the disciples of Jesus ; 
and when crime and sin say, * Thy will be done,” the 
name of religion is a blush on the forehead of the 
world. 5. an 

.'The world’s deeds are better than the church's 
faith. The layman’s knowledge is ahead of the min- 
ister’s-sermon. The virtue which the noble soul is 
striving to attain makes the salvation offered to the 
believer mean and contemptible. 

The institution that pretends to be the guardian 
of religion is a reproach to our enlightenment and a 
stain upon the age. The Christian scheme of saving 
man is 9 priestly device to trade upon immorality 
and sin. The church keeps the world ignorant, and 
hence, sinful, for the sake of ecclesiastical plunder. 
There is nothing more in the way of religion than the 
church. If the church had persecuted only vicious 


men, ignorant men, immoral men, and those opposed: 


to knowledge and liberty, we might frame some kind 
of excuse for it; some half-decent apology might be 
made in its behalf; but to persecute upright men 
and women, those who were moral and true, who 
were educated and earnest in their desire to spread 
the blessings of knowledge, and who lived to make the 
world free and fair, obliges us to denounce it as the 
‘foe of knowledge, truth, and liberty. Be it known 
and remembered that the pilgrims who came to these 
shorés preferred facing icy waters and a wilderness 
to the fierce hate of the church; that they dreaded 
the red savage less than the white Christian, whose 
terrible deeds of persecution could make the heart 
of man quake with fear. The person who lives to 
please the church will not do much to benefit the 
world. The world and the church make different 
demands upon humanity ; they pull in opposite direc- 
tions. Man is seeking to know: more that he may 
improve the earth he lives on, but the church teaches 
that faith is better for man than knowledge, as knowl- 
edge will only hélp him here, while faith will save 
him hereafter. ` A 

I should not want to bet much on a man being 
saved by faith. Faith is a way for & man to escape 
paying his debts; it is offering three cents on the 
dollar. A salvation of this kind is. cheating some- 
body. In the scales of justice the smallest act. of 
kindness weighs more than the largest confession of 
faith. Theological faith would get no rating by. any 
a agency in the land. It would be marked 


Theology can be run on a smaller capital than would 


be necessary to fit out a traveling tinker. It is the 
only business that can live on faith. There is some- 
thing wrong somewhere, when faith can do so much 
for us in another world, and so little for us in this 
world. It looks as though .somebody. was lying. 
Eternal happiness to be purchased by faith, but not 
& Christian on earth would exchange his goods for it. 
Faith may make man an angel hereafter, but it would 
make him a tramp here. Work may not be accepted 
at the door of heaven, but it is honored on earth. The 
priest lives on the faith of others, not on his own. 

This word has made too much noise. ' Faith is to 
be seen, not heard. "Whenever faith has met a fact, it 
has gone down before it. This word has been the 
face of every imposition. 

The gospel not according to Matthew says, Have 
faith that anything will be done, and it will not be 
done. ` 

The man that reckons on being saved by faith is 
going to get left. You cannot pass yourself for more 
than you are worth. You cannot make the bottom 
stay on top, any more than the Irishman could have 
his cellar upstairs. 

There is not one real, true, live word in the Chris- 
tian vocabulary of salvation. Eden, the stage on which 
was performed the tragedy of original sin, is a dead 
word ; devil, the name of the scaly gentleman who took 
the leading part in this tragedy, is a dead word; hel), 
the abode of all those who descended from the origi- 
nal sinners, is a dead word; Christ, the title of the 
man who offered to ransom the human race and save 
men and women from hell, is a dead word; atone- 
ment, the word that stands for the expiation to be 
made by Christ, is-a dead word. These words that 
the Christian church uses in its exhortations to man- 
kind have no heart of truth inthem. They stand for 
no facts; they represent no realities. Take away 
these dead words from the Christian preacher, and 
you take away his powder, shot, and wads. Let the 
Christian be held to facts, and obliged to tell the 
truth, and his lips would:be dumb. There never was 
such a place as the Garden of Eden; never such an 
individual as the devil. ‘There is no such place as 
hell. There never was a Christ, and no atonement 
made, for there was no necessity of any being made. 
If there were no such thing as faith, Christianity 
could not make a convert on the earth. If ministers 
were obliged to furnish the proof of their statements, 
there would be no preaching. 

I know that those who are outside of the Christian 
church are looked upon as having a mere vagabond 
religion, or none at al}, but we need not be afraid of 
unjust opinions. America needs to-day a thousand 
men who dare to speak: the truth. We want the 


courage which will face the fate of saying what is 
true, and of doing what is right. . U 

We best serve the purpose of life ly doing what. 
ever lies within our power to make life true and 
beautiful: i 

In the eyes of orthodoxy a Liberal is a revolution- 
ist, a.Commiunist, a violator of law, and a destroyer 
of all religious things. He is regarded as a danger. 
ous character, as seeking to overthrow human govern- 
ment on earth and the divine government in the 
skies. But the Liberal is maligned. He is a re. 
former, not a revolutionist; a preserver of peace, not 
a destroyer; an advocate of Jaw, not a tranigressor, 
He is an innovator, not a violator. He attacks noth- 
ing that is right, nothing that is true. Though he 
has no reverence for what the church calls holy, hig 
would be the last hand raised to strike the sacred 
things of the heart.. Though he has no belief in the 
popular superstitions, his would be the last voice to 
decry the influence of moral ideas. Though he has 
no worship to offer the church’s Gods, his would be 
the last soul to refuse assistance to man, or honor to 
a noble humanity. | S 

The Liberal would put life for belief, action for 
acting, and sincerity for pious pretension. 

It is no uncommon thing for men and women to 
attend à church where are taught the Christian doc- 
trines who do not: believe what they hear. It is a 
fact that a large number of people go Sunday after 
Sunday to & Christian church who regard Christian- 
ity as irrational and untenable as a special revelation. 
It is the popular hypocrisy of society to go to church 

iii There is an 


by saying they go for.the music and singing. A 
good choir covers a lot of bad theology. I do not 
blame anybody for denying that they go to church 
to hear orthodoxy preached.. That music has greater 
charms than the average sermon I can well believe, 
but it strikes me that a person that will go to an 
orthodox church for the sake of hearing the singing 
must agree with the boy who was punished for eat- 
ing the jelly, *that he got a good deal of licking for 
a mighty little jelly." One of the saddest sights in. 
society is the hypocrisy in religious matters, the ap- 
parent absence of all respect for one’s own religious 
opinions. : 
Freedom is the one condition necessary to the so- 
lution of those religious problems which relate to 
human welfare; and for man to reach his natural des- 
tiny, the whole world must be free to his hands, to 
his feet, to his mind, and to his soul. That part of 
the earth that the light of liberty has illumined is the 
brightest spot on the globe, and man is happiest, no- 
blest, manliest, where he is freest. There is nothing 


| more needed to-day than a Declaration of Religious In- 


dependence. We need to assert with the force of full 


-faith in man: We hold these truths to be self-evident, 


that all men are created religiously equal; that they 
are endowed with certain religious rights; that among 


these are the rights to believe what is reasonable 


and to disbelieve what is unreasonable; to hold such 
ideas of the universe as accord with our knowledge, 
and to reject such notions as seem absurd and child- 
ish; to oppose all that tends to keep man in igno- 
rance and fear; to teach whatever is calculated to im- . 
prove the physical, mental, and moral state of human- 
ity, and to make life bright with joy and hope. We 
need to declare that we are free from all the creeds 
of Christendom. To be free is all that man can ask 
for; he must do the rest. 
We demand freedom from all priestly authority 
and control. We want no pet dogma, no pet man. 
We have no faith in a cross for human wrongs, òr & 
Christ for human sins. No man is wise enough to 
tell everybody how to live, nor good enough for 
everyone to follow. We do not believe in salvation 
after death. 
The time to learn to swim is before we get drowned. 
The time to save man is when there is something to 
save. It is our duty to so arrange the conditions of 
life that man cannot get lost. Safety is what we 
want, not a savior. We must subjugate circum- 
stances and make every soul master of its own des- 
tiny. The knowledge to determine events is the 
power to control them. The world must be taught 
how to direct the issues of life. The religious neces- 
sity is not a revival of interest in the Cbristian doc- 
trines, but an education that shall enable man to pre- 
vent what brings disaster to himself and misery to 
others. We also need the wisdom of conscience, It 
is weli to heed what starts a pain in the body or 
mind. Conscience is the needle of the moral compass 
which points toward the pole-star of right. It in- 
dicates the fixed north in the heavens of endeavor. 
A great many people are wrecked and ruined because 
they do not know that there is any way to live and 
enjoy life aud avoid wreck and ruin. They must be 
told better. a 
The tree of the knowledge of good and evil ought 
to be set on every man’s estate, and its fruits be free 
to all, and the old trees of ignorance and supersti- 
tion, whose timber has been used in the building of 
churches, should be uprooted and burnt, root, trunk, 
branch, and leaf. It is time knowledge was made a 
saint, and ignorance a demon. ‘The old notion that 


.right you should wish others to do unto you. 
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1 
man does not need to know much if he only has re- 


ligion, does not tally with the ideas of this century. 

Religion is a good thing for man, but man can be 
religious without being tied by some sectarian halter 
to the feed-trough of a denomination and fed.on the 
creed of a church. He must accept no substitute of 
belief for the right performance of duty; no trick of 
worship or delusion of prayer for those religious ae- 
tions that are necessary for man to show and man to 
receive, and which, in their nature, are like the fall- 
ing dews of heaven upon the dying grasses of earth. 
We want a religion that encircles humah life with an 
atmosphere of moral sweetness, as the flower is sur- 
roundéd with the perfume of its own loveliness. 

I take it that religion, if it means one thing more 
than another, means work, higher and. better work 
for a higher and. better life on earth; work of head 
and hand, of heart and soul; for head and hand, for 
heart and soul; work to lighten the burdens of the 
world.; work for human emancipation, for human 
happiness, for human elevation; high work and noble 
work, to do the best that our natures call for, to an- 
swer our longings, to defend our rights, and to de- 
feat vice and wrong-doing. L. K. WAsHBURN. 


—— 99-49 ———— —— 
The Golden Rule in Trade. 

There is a general admission that business moral- 
ity is not what it should be. To outstrip competi- 
tors in the strife for wealth men resort to numberless 
methods of artifice and deceit. "The ancients praised 
poverty, but, us Mr. Macgrawler said to Paul Clifford, 
“that was the poverty of other people.” The dread 
of poverty now impels men to get riches—honestly 
if they can—but get riches. A remedy for this 
state of things would be found inthe application of 
the Golden Rule to trade. 500 B c., Confucius, when 
asked if there was one word which would serve as a 
rule of conduct for ell of life, replied, “Is not rec- 
iprocity such a word? What you do not want done 
to yourself do not do to others.” In its modern form, 
“Do unto others as you would hav others do unto 
you,” this maxim is called the Golden Rule; but it is 
better expressed in the words, Do unto others as it is 
The 
adoption of this principle would banish injustice 
from the world. 

Why is it not more generally applied? It has 
been inculcated by all sages and teachers for two 
thousand years, and yet selfishness predominates in 
every sphere of life. Thales, 600 s.c. instructed 
men to love their enemies, but to-day the nations of 
the world are armed for battle, men enact revengeful 
strife in trade, ind few enemies are loved, except 
Such as the Indian told the missionary that he loved 
—rum and cider. 

The Golden Rule has failed of adoption because 
the inducement has been insufficient. The rewards 
hav been promised in a future life, and too slight as- 
surance has been given of present welfare. Honesty 
has not been proved to be the best policy to gain 
wealth. Grasping, unscrupulous men, or those whose 
businesses are benefited by tariffa, bounties, and ex- 
emptions at the expense of other occupations, are the 
ones that thrive the most, and those who are de- 
prived of these and other inequitable advantages are 
incited to get even by immoral means. The old 
theology teaches man's depravity, but it is false. 
Men, as a rule, desire to be good, but necessity 
makes them bad. 

In order to insure welldoing it must appeal to 
self-interest here and now. It needs to be shown 
that the truest selfishness is promoted by a regard 
for others. It must become necessary to do right in 
order to secure good in the present. But the pre- 
vailing system of unrestricted competition in trade, 
and of engaging men for wages, to produce goods 
for the profit of employers, is opposed to the idea of 
reciprocity, and while it lasts the Golden Rule will 
not bear sway. It is not enough to preach morality 
and giv education; prosperity must be assured t® 
the well-doer. The great Chinese sage was asked 
by a disciple, “Since the people are so numerous, 
what more is needed?” Confucius replied, “ Make 
them well off” “ After that what else?” “Instruct 
them.” This is the great truth that needs to be re- 
vived. Economic reform must precede political and 
moral reform. A good living must be assured to all 
industrious men before they can be cured of dishon- 
esty and undue selfishness. It is useless to preach 
to distressed people. First giv them g chance to 
supply their needs, then educate them, for necessity 
knows no law. An equal opportunity must be given 
to everyone to get food, shelter, clothing, education, 


-and health; differences of natural capacity will de- 


termin the degree to which opportunity is used, but 
the inequalities will depend on ability and character, 
not on artificial restriction, as is now the cage. 

. But how can this opportunity be given to all? 
How can the people be made well off? Equity de- 
mands that a man's work shall be for his own benefit, 
not for the profit of an employer. The system of 
slavery gave a living to the worker and took all the 
produce. The wage system givs enough of the prod- 
uce to the worker to let him pay for a living and 
keeps all the rest. The change that is needed is to 


. make the people their own employers and let the full 


proceeds of labor go to the workers, This is the | hundred thousand endeavoring to prove something 
coming system, the abolition of employer, monop- | above nature, and, so far, hav utterly failed. : 


olist, and private capitalist; the change from com- 
petition to cooperation by municipal, national, and 
universal combination. This seemingly far-off day 
may be hastened by some of the following measures: 
Universal adult suffrage, male and female; free sec- 


ular education; the destruction of all unwholesome. 


dwellings and the erection of sanitary and comfort- 
able houses; short hours of labor; the abolition of 
monopoly and privilege in connection with land; 
transit, production, and distribution; and this last 
must be first and greatest. Let the people seize 
every opportanity to take. to themselvs the control 
of industries; as they now work the post-office, let 
them acquire, one by one, all other serviceable occu- 
pations, so that they shall no longer be run by indi- 
viduals competitivly for their own gain. When this 
is done, the workers can receive the equitable results 
of toil. i 

We cannot expect this change to come in a day. 
We must recognize the methods of evolution and 
work in the line of natural pregress; be hopeful and 
patient, believing that the average condition of men 
has been equal to their knowledge and character ; 
but let us be prepared for the revolutions which wili 
come “in the fulness of time,” when men are wise 
enough to know what they need, intelligent enough 
to secure it, and good erfbugh to preserve it. 

The Golden Rule can never be applied to trade 
while its object is individual profit. The competitiv 
strife for gain not only leadg to immoral practices, 
but is immoral in its essence. Selfishness is its prin- 
ciple, extortion is its method, and its success involves 
injury to others. It is civilized brutality and refined 
barbarism; force, and slavery in newer forms. How 
is it possible for the brute chasing its prey, or the 
master governing his slave, to exercise the Golden 
Rule? It would mean sparing the victim and freei 
the servant. Two dogs competing for a bone cannot 
do as they would be done by; but two dogs cooper- 
ating in hunting and dividing the result can exercise 
the Golden Rule toward each other. So, merchants 
struggling to get the best of a bargain, employers 
beating down the wages of the producers, or specu- 
lators “booming” a market, are necessarily opposed 
to the spirit of “ reciprocity ;” but let them combine 
for mutuai aid and benefit and they can act in har- 
mony and good-will to each other. 

This stage of cooperation is fast being consum- 
mated. The strife of competition has become so fierce 
and disastrous that there is a general tendency to 
combine operations, and let each industry be con- 
troled by a central “trust,” that shall operate it for 
mutual benefit. But this is cooperation, reciprocity, 
the Golden Rule spirit, among employers only. Their 
object is to wring more wealth out of the rest of the 
community. : l 

Another step will be taken; let workers and employ- 
ers cooperate ‘in profit making and sharing. Then the 
Golden Rule will be practiced among the members of 
each occupation; but they will not be able to exercise 
it towards those from whom they are always trying 
to extort higher prices. A final step remains to be 
taken before we can do to all men a8 we should wish 
them todo to us. It is reciprocity between pro- 
ducer and consumer; competitiv business for the 


‘profit of an individual or a class must be changed 


into cooperativ effort for the mutual supply of needs. 
No longer must the cry be, * Every man for himself,” 
but, “Each for all and all for each.” Until this 
change comes it will be useless to preach morality. 
Men may be exhorted to love their neighbors, and 
exercise generosity, helpfulness, and consideration ; 
but, while the earning of support for their families 
depends upon supplanting their neighbors in busi- 
ness, the advice will be futil. Men cannot be good 
while competing for gain. A system must be adopted 
which will change strife into reciprocity. Economic 
measures must prevail which will remove the pos- 
sibility of getting gain unfairly, and make the path 
to prosperity a way of rectitude. The savior of man- 
kind will not be a preacher of righteousness, but a 
social economist, who will show how it is possible for 
men both to liv well and do well. 
Rogert C. Apams. 


God. 

The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. 

The Bible says, * God came from Temar, and the 
holy one from Mount Paran.” This sentence limits 
God and makes him finite. It circumscribes him and 
makes him a person, an entity, and, therefore, a non- 
entity ; for if he is & person he is confined to & body, 
Spiritual or corporeal, it matters not. Who intro- 
duced God to the earth? The apostles said : “Jesus 
Christ, the only begotten son, he hath declared him.” 
And yet over two thousand years before Moses talked 
to him face to face, as a man talketh to his neighbor, 
and, on one certain occasion, God only permitted 
Moses to see his hinder parts. Admitting this to be 
irue, how did Moses know that he was talking with 
God? Who introduced them? 

. For four thousand years millions of hired attorneys 
and special pleaders hav been trying to prove there 
is a God, and the churches to-day hav them by the 


If Jesus Christ declared him to the world, who de- 
clared Christ to the world? Why the silence of his- 
torians who wrote at the time of Christ, and were 
contemporaries with him—Suetonius, Pliny, Tacitus, 
and Josephus, writing history in the first century? 
If Christ made the stir that is claimed for him in 
the gospels, healing the sick, raising the dead, walk- 
ing on the sea, tried by the Jewish Sauhedrim, con- 
demned, tried before Pilate, condemned and cruci- 
fied, rising from the dead, and many of the saints 
rising with him, and coming into the city and showing 
themselvs—if all these things took place, why did all 
these historians pass over it in silence and devote 
whole pages to the cutting of a ditch through Jeru- 
salem? 

A saint just said to me, “Josephus speaks of 
Christ.” Let us look at that passage. It is found 
in none of the copies of Josephus before the fourth 
century. It contains the whole church creed. It 
teaches the fatherhood of God, the sonship of Christ, 
the eternal procession of the Holy Ghost, the res- 
urrection of the dead, and the life everlasting, be- 
sides stating that Jesus was the Christ, and yet there 
is not more than twenty lines in the account as we 
find it in Josephus. The forger was Eusebius, who 
condensed the Athanasian creed, formulated in 325, 
and adopted by the church, into this passage. 

I hav read a book called, “ The Christ of History,” 
but there is not a solitary quotation from any history 
that such a man ever existed. Even the author was 
too wise to quote the forged passage in Josephus. 
There is no Christ of history. It is the most 
astounding thing in all the world that such a being 
should liv and die in our world, rise again; meet with 
his disciples at fish-bakes on the sea of Galilee, upon 
the mountains, and walk the streets of Jerusalem; 
meet in upper rooms, where he showed his pierced 
hands and side; walk out in the country on a Sabbath 
day to Emmaus; lead the brethren out to Bethany, 
three miles east of Jerusalem, five hundred in num- 
ber, ard ascend into heaven, and nobody write it up 
till two hundred years after. f 

And this is the mau Christ that revealed God to 
men. My opinion is that no such being as Jesus 
Christ of the gospels ever lived in our world. 

Archimedes said, giv him “ whereon to stand and a 
lever long enough, and he would move the world." 
Imagin Archimedes out on a lever 200,000,000 miles 
long, with the moon for a fulcrum, lifting the earth. 
By this he demonstrates an eternal law. Imagin, if 
you please, a bodiless God—a spirit without body or 
parts—handling and controling a boundless, endless 
world, full of millions of suns and countless millions 
of planets, like our own, without even a lever. 
Archimedes needed a lever to move one, but a spirit 
cannot only control an endless universe, but made it 
in the beginning out of nothing, not using even a 
lever, but he spoke, and it stood fast. He said, “ Let 
there be light, and there was light," and a sun 
appeared 1,000,000 miles in diameter and 90,000,000 
distant. It came from nothing, of course, and can be 
reduced to nothing; that is, if orthodoxy is true. 
Imagin the deity, dressed in the latest style, on a 
cold winter night, bandling such levers as Archimedes 
needed, lifting worlds out of their sleepy ruts, and 
wheeling and bowling great suns here and there. 

But the moral part of the argument is, if there is a 
God, he is not a good being, but-a bad God. Jesus 
his son said, “ By their fruits ye shall know them.” 
Let us judge the almighty by this standard. All 
churches admit that God is almighty; that he made 
the universe out of nothing. 

If this is true, evil did not exist in the beginning, 
and God made it. He could hav made a world with- 
out evil and without death in it. Man cou!d hav 
been made with eternal life and eternal happiness 
just as well as to let him liv awhile and then kill him. 
But, instead of making a world full of sunshine, love, 
happiness, and eternal life, God preferred to get up . 
a world full of sorrow, sin, shame, and death, and 
eternal damnation to follow. He could not help, ac- 
cording to the law he made, damning the whole 
human race, and, as he did not want to damn a few 
of his favorits, he deliberately committed adultery— 
or incest, for Mary was his daughter—became the 
father of an only son, and then murdered him on the 
cross to save the sweet-scented elect, leaving the sin- 
ner without excuse so he cou'd damn him with a 
good grace, and as the smoke of their torment ascends 
upward forever, the saints in heaven can look over 
the battlements at the lost and sing: “Hallelujah! 
hallelujah!” “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God Ai- 
mighty!” *'Lcrd of Hosts, just and holy are all thy 
judgments! According to the church God made a 
portion of the race on purpose to damn them, and the 
few on purpose to save them. Ido not see how they 
can trust such a God. If he preferred a world full 
of liars, deceitful beinge—“ none good, no, not one,” 
says the Bible—a world full of murderers, thieves, 
cut-throats; jails, penitentiaries, and churches; poor- 
houses, asylums, and soldiers’ homes; preachers, pol- 
iticians, and priests, lying about each other and cut- 
ting each other's theological throats about questions © 
of which it is utterly impossible to find a solution, or 
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to even know anything of the why and the wherefore, | 


' the beginning or the end—if God preferred this 
kind of a world now, what kind of a world will he 
prefer in the next stage of existence, or second scene 
of the first act? If orthodoxy is true, the next world 
must, of necessity, be an unjust world, composed of 
two departments, a vast and eternal penitentiary, 
and an eternal palace. . 

Is it possible that there can be no joy without sor- 
row; that no mirth can exist without tears; that God 
and his happy heaven must be built on the widows’ 
and the orphans’ homeless condition; that heaven’s 
foundation must be the prison walls of the lost ; that 
an eternal penitentiary, where hope is shut out, is 
necessary to secure happiness to God’s elect? Oh, 
shame ! : 

But let us accept the truth. There are but three 
things in existence: space, matter, and force. These 
are eternal. Space is boundless and endless; matter 
is eternal, and force is never at rest. 

From these three sisters come everything living 
and dead, and a prophecy of all to be. In these are 
the giant and the dwarf, the Shakspere and the 
Sweet Singer of Michigan. Nature knows no 
friend, no foe, but goes on with her eternal work. 
Without beginning and without end her work goes 
on forever. But our work is to make this world bet- 
ter and fit to liv in, and to fill it full of lowers and 
song to hide death and sorrow from our sight. 

Burlington, Kan. Gro. H. Berxarp. 

—oeor 


Another Letter to Dr. Field. 


From the North American Review. 


My Drar Mr. Fiero: With great pleasure I hav 
read your second letter, in which you seem to admit 
that men may diffər even about religion without 
being responsible for that difference; that every man 
has the right to read the Bible for himself, state 
freely the conclusion at which he arrives, and that 3t 
is not only his privilege, but his duty, to speak the 
truth; that Christians can hardly be happy in heaven 
while those they loved on earth are suffering with 
the lost; that it is not a crime to investigate, to 
think, to reason, to observe, and to be governed by 
evidence ; that credulity is not a virtue, and that the 
open mouth of ignorant wonder is not the only 
entrance to paradise; that belief is not necessary to 
salvation, and that no man can justly be made to 
suffer eternal pain for having expressed an intel- 
lectual conviction. 

You seem to admit that no man can justly be held 
responsible for his thoughts; that the brain thinks 
without asking our consent, and that we believe or 
disbelieve without an effort of the will. 

I congratulate you upon the advance that you hav 
made. You not only admit that we hav the right to 
think, but that we hav the right to express our 
honest thoughts, You admit that the Christian world 
no longer believes in the fagot, the dungeon, and the 
thumb-screw. Has the Christian world outgrown 
its God? Has man become more merciful than his 
maker? If man will not torture his fellow-man on 
account of a difference of opinion, will a God of 
infinit love torture one of his children for what is 
called the sin of unbelief? Has man outgrown the 
Inquisition, and will God forever be the warden of a 
penitentiary? The walls of the old dungeons hav 
fallen, and light now visits the cell where brave men 
perished in darkness. Is Jehovah to keep the cells 
of perdition in repair forever, and are his children to 
be the eternal prisoners ? 

It seems hard for you to appreciate the mental 
condition of one who-regards all gods as substantially 
the same; that is to say, who thinks of them all as 
myths and phantoms born of the imagination, char- 
acters in the religious fictions of the race. To you 
it probably seems strange that a man should think 
far more of Jupiter than of Jehovah. Regarding 
them both as creations of the mind, I choose between 
them, and I prefer the god of the Greeks, on the 
same principle that I prefer Portia to Iago; and yet 
I regard them, one and all, as children of the imagin- 
ation, as phantoms born of human fears and human 
hopes. 

Surely nothing was further from my mind than to 
hurt the feelings of any one by speaking of the Pres- 
byterian God. I simply intended to speak of the 
God of the Presbyterians. Certainly the God of the 
Presbyterian is not the God of the Catholic, nor is 
he the God of the Mohammedan or Hindoo. He is 
a special creation suited only to certain minds. 
These minds hav naturally come together, and they 
form what we call the Presbyterian church. As a 
matter of fact, no two churches can by any possi- 
bility hav precisely the same God; neither can any 
two human beings conceive of precisely the same 
deity. In every man’s God there is, to say the least, 
a part of that man. The lower the man, the lower 
his conception of God. The higher the man, the 
grander his deity must be. The savage who adorns 
his body with a belt from which hang the scalps of 
enemies slain in battle, has no conception of a loving, 
of a forgiving God; his God, of necessity, must be 
as revengeful, as heartless, as infamous as the God 
of John Calvin. 


You do not exactly appreciate my feeling. I do 
not hate Presbyterians; I hate Presbyterianism. I 
hate with all my heart the creed of that church, and 
I most heartily despise the God described in the 
Confession of Faith. But some of the best friends I 
hav in the world are afflicted with the mental malady 
known as Presbyterianism. They are victims of the 
consolation growing out of the belief that a vast 
majority of their fellow-men are doomed to suffer 
eternal torment, to the end that their creator may be 
eternally glorified. I hav said many times, and I 
say again, that I do not despise & man because he 
has the rheumatism; I despise the rheumatism be- 
cause it has a man. 

But I do insist that the Presbyterians hav assumed 
to appropriate to themselvs their supreme being, and 
that they hav claimed, and that they do claim, to be 
the “special objects of his favor.”. They do claim to 
be the very elect, and they do insist that God looks 
upon them as the objects of his special care. They 
do claim that the light of Nature, without the torch 
of the Presbyterian creed, is insufficient to guide any 
soul to the gate of heaven. ‘They do insist that even 
those who never heard of Christ, or never heard of 
the God of the Presbyterians, will be eternally lost ; 
and they not only claim this, but that their fate will 
illustrate not only the justice but the mercy of God. 
Not only so, but they insist that the morality of an 
unbeliever is displeasinfr to God, and that the love of 
an unconverted mother for her helpless child is noth- 


‘| ing less than sin. 


When I meet a man who really believes the Pres- 
byterian: creed, I think of the Laocoon. I feel as 


though looking upon a human being helpless in the 


coils of an immense and poisonous serpent. But I 
congratulate you with all my heart that you hav 
repudiated this infamous, this savage creed; that 
you now admit that reason was given us to be exer- 
cised ; that God will not torture any man for enter- 
taining an honest doubt, and that in the world to 
come “every man will be judged according to the 
deeds done in the body.” 

Let me quote your exact language: “I believe that 
in the future world every man will be judged accord- 
ing to the deeds done in the body.” Do you not see 
that you hav bidden farewell to the Presbyterian 
church? In that sentence, you hav thrown away the 
atonement, you hav denied the efficacy of the blood 
of Jesus Christ, and you hav denied the necessity of 
belief. If we are to be judged by the deeds done in 
the body, that is the end of the Presbyterian scheme 
of salvation. I sincerely congratulate you for having 
repudiated the savagery of Calvinism. 

It also gave me great pleasure to find that you hav 


thrown away, with a kind of glad shudder, that 


infamy of infamies, the dogma of eternal pain. I 
hav denounced that inhuman belief ; I hav denounced 
every creed that had coiled within it that viper; I 
hav denounced every man who preached it, the book 
that contains it, and with all my heart the God who 
threatens it; and at last I hav the happiness of see- 
ing the editor of the New York Evangelist admit 
that devout Christians do not believe that lie, and 
quote with approbation the words of a minister of 
the Church of England to the effect that all men will 
be finally recovered and made happy. 

Do you find this doctrin of hope in the Presby- 
terian creed? Is this star, that sheds light on every 
grave, found in your Bible? Did Christ hav in his 
mind the shining truth that all the children of men 
will at last be filled with joy, when he uttered these 
comforting words, “ Depart from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels?” 
Do you find in this flame the bud of hope, or the 
flower of promis ? 

You suggest that it is possible that “the incurably 
bad will be annihilated,” and you say that such a fate 
can hav no terrors for me, a8 I look upon annihilation 
as the common lot of all. Let us examin this posi- 
tion. Why should a God of infinit wisdom create 
men and women whom he knew would be *incurably 
bad?" What would you say of a mechanic who was 
forced to destroy his own productions on the ground 
that they were “incurably bad?” Would you say 
that he was an infinitly wise mechanic? Does infinit 
justice annihilate the work of infinit wisdom? Does 
God, like an ignorant doctor, bury his mistakes ? 

Besides, what right hav you to say that “I look 
upon annihilation as the common lot of all?” Was 
there any such thought in my Reply? Did you find 
it in any published words of mine? Do you find any- 
thing in what I hav written tending to show that I 
believe in annihilation? Is it not true that I say 
now, and that I hav always said, that I do not know? 
Does a lack of knowledge as to the fate of the human 
soul imply a belief in annihilation? Does it not 
equally imply a belief in immortality ? 

You hav been—at least until recently—a believer 
in the inspiration of the Bible and in the truth of its 
every word. What do you sy to the following: 
* For that which befalleth the sons of men befalleth 
beasts; even one thing befalleth them: as the one 
dietb, so dieth the other; yea, they hav all one 
breath ; so that a man hath no preéminence above a 
beast.” You will see that the inspired writer is not 
satisfied with admitting that.he does not know. “As 


the cloud is consumed and vanisheth away; go he 
that goeth down to the grave shall come up no 
more.” Was it not cruel for an inspired man to 
attack a sacred belief? 

You seem surprised that I should, speak of the 
doctrin of eternal pain as “the black thunder-cloug 
that darkens all the horizon, casting its mighty 
shadows over the life that now is and that which ip 
to come.” If that doctrin be true, what else is there 
worthy of engaging the attention of the human 
mind? Itis the blackness that extinguishes every 
star. It’ is the abyss in which every hope must 
perish. It leaves a universe without justice and 
without mercy—a future without one ray of light, 
and a present with nothing but fear. It makes 
heaven an impossibility, God an infinit monster, ang 
man an eternal victim. Nothing can redeem a relic. 
ion in which this dogma is found. Clustered about 
it are all the snakes of the Furies. 

But you hav abandoned this infamy, and you hay 
admitted that we are to be judged according to the 
deeds done in the body. Nothing can be nearer 
self-evident than the fact that a finite being cannot 
commit an infinit sin; neither can a finite being do 
an infinitly good deed. That is to say, no one can 
deserve for any act eternal pain, and no one for any 
deed can deserve eternal joy. If weare to be judged 
by the deeds done in the body, the old orthodox hell 
and heaven both become impossible. 


So, too, you hav recognized the great and splendid 
truth that sin cannot be predicated of an intellectual 
conviction. This is the first great step toward the 
liberty of soul. You admit that there is no morality 
and no immorality in belief—that is to say, in the 
simple operation of the mind in weighing evidence, 
in observing facts, and in drawing conclusions. You 
admit that these things are without sin, and without 
guilt. Had all men so believed there never could 
hav been religious persecution—the Inquisition could 
not hav been built, and the idea of eternal pain never 
could hav polluted the human heart. 


Yon hav been driven to the passions for the pur. 
pose of finding what you are pleased to call *sin," 
and “responsibility ^ and you say, speaking of a 
human being, * but if heis warped by passion so that 
he cannot see things truly, then is he responsible." 
One would suppose that the use of the word “can- 
not" is inconsistent with the idea of responsibility. 
What is passion? There are certain desires, swift, 
thrilling, that quicken the action of the heart—de- 
sires that fill the brain with blood, with fire and 
flame—desires that bear the same relation to judg- 
ment that storms and waves bear to the compass on 
& Ship. Is passion necessarily produced? Is there 
an adequate cause for every effect? Can you by any 
possibility think of an effect without a cause, and 
can you by any possibility think of an effect that is 
not a cause, or Gan you think of a cause that is not 
an effect? Is not the history of real civilization the 
slow and gradual emancipation of the intellect, of the 
judgment, from the mastery of passion? Is not that 
man civilized whose reason sits the crowned monarch 
of his brain—whose passions are his servants? 


Who knows the strength of the temptation to an- 
other? Who knows how little has been resisted by 
those who stand, how much has been resisted by 
those who fall? Who knows whether the victor or 
the victim made the bravest and the most gallant 
fight? In judging of our fellow.men we must take 
into consideration the circumstances of ancestry, of 
race, of nationality, of employment, of opportunity, 
of education, and of the thousand influences that tend 
to mold or mar the character of man. Such a view 
is the mother of charity, and makes the God of the 
Presbyterians impossible. 

At last you hav seen the impossibility of forgivness. 
That is to say, you perceive that after forgivness the 
crime remains, and its children, called consequences, 
still liv. You recognize the lack of philosophy in 
that doctrin. You still believe in what you call “ the 
forgivness of sins,” but you admit, that forgivness 
cannot reverse the course of nature, and cannot pre- 
vent the operation of natural law. You also admit 
that if a man livs after death, he preserves his per- 
sonal identity, his memory, and that the consequences 
of his actions will follow him through all the eternal 
years. You admit that consequences are immortal. 
After making this admission, of what use is the old 
idea of the forgivness of sins? How can the crim- 
inal be washed clean and pure in the blood of an- 
other? In spite of this forgivness, in spite of this 
blood, you hav taken the ground that consequences, 
like the dogs of Actzeon, follow even a Presbyterian, 
even one of the elect, within the heavenly gates. If 
you wish to be logical, you must also admit that the 
consequences of good deeds, like winged angels, fol- 
low even the Atheist within the gates of hell. 

You hav had the courage of your convictions, and 
you hav said that we are to be judged according to 
the deeds done in the body. By that judgment I am 
willing to abide. But, whether willing or not, I 
must abide, because there is no power, no God, that 
ean step between me and the consequences of my 
acts. I wish no heaven that I hav not earned, no 
happiness to which I am not entitled. I do not wish 
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to become an immortal pauper; neither am I willing 
to extend unworthy hands for alms. 

My dear Mr. Field, you hav outgrown your creed 
—as every Presbyterian must who grows at all. You 
are far better than the spirit of the Old Testament; 
far better, in my judgment, even than the spirit of 
the New. The creed that you hav left behind, that 
you hav repudiated, teaches that a man may be guilty 
of every crime—that he may hav driven his wife to 
insanity, that his example may hav led his children 
to the penitentiary, or to the gallows, and that yet, 
at the eleventh hour, he may, by what is called “ re- 
pentance,” be washed absolutely pure by the blood 
of another, and receive and.wear upon his brow the 
laurels of eternal peace. Not only so, but that creed 
has taught that this wretch in heaven could look 
back on the poor earth and see the wife, whom he 
swore to love and cherish, in the mad-house, sur- 
rounded by imaginary serpents, struggling in the 
darkness of night, made insane by his heartlessness 
—that creed has taught and teaches that he could 
look back and see his children in prison cells, or on 
the scaffold with the noose about their necks, and 
that these visions would not bring a shade of sadness 
to his redeemed and happy face. It is this doctrin, 
it is this dogma—so bestiak so savage, as to beggar 
all the languages of men—that I hav denounced. 
All the words of hatred, loathing, and contempt, 


found in all the dialects and tongues of men, are not | 


sufficient to express my hatred, my contempt, and my 
loathing of this creed. 

You say that it is impossible for you not to believe 
in the existence of God. With this statement I find 
no fault. Your mind is so that a belief in the exist- 
ence of a supreme being givs satisfaction and con- 
tent. Of course, you are entitled to no credit for 
this belief, as you ought not to be rewarded for be- 
lieving that which you cannot help believing ; neither 
should I be punished for failing to believe that which 
I cannot believe. Y > 

You believe because you gee in the world around 
you such an adaptation of means to ends that you are 
satisfied there is design. I admit that when Robin- 
son Crusoe saw in the gand the print of a human foot, 
like-and yet unlike his own, he was justified in draw- 
ing the conclusion that a human being had been 
there. The inference was drawn from his own expe- 
rience, and was within the scope of his own mind. 
But I do not agree with you that he “knew” a 
human being had been there; he had only sufficient 
evidence upon which to found a belief. He did not 
know the footsteps of all animals; he could not hav 
known that no animal except man could hav made 
that footprint. In order to hav known that it was 
the foot of a man, he must hav known that no other 
animal was capable of making it, and he must hav 
known that no other being had produced in the sand 
the likeness of this human foot. . 

You see what you call evidences of intelligence in 
the universe, and you draw the conclusion that there 
must be an infinit intelligence. Your conclusion is 
far wider than your premis. Let us suppose, as Mr. 
Hume supposed, that there is a pair of scales, one 
end of which is in darkness, and you find that a 
pound weight, or a ten-pound weight, placed upon 
that end of the scale in the light is raised; hav you 
the right to say that there is an infinit weight on the 
end in darkness, or are you compelled to say only 
that there is weight enough on the end in darkness 
to raise the weight on the end in light? ; 

It is illogical to say, because of the existence of 
this earth and of what you can see in and about it, 
that there must be an infinit intelligence. You do not 
know that even the creation of this world, and of all 
planets discovered, required an infinit power, or infinit 
wisdom. I admit that it is impossible for me to 
look at a watch and draw the inference that there was 
no design in its construction, or that it only happened. 
I could not regard it as a product of some freak of 
nature, neither could I imagin that its various parts 
were brought together and set in motion by chance. 
Iam not a believer in chance. But there is a vast 
difference between what man has made and the ma- 
terials of which he has constructed the things he has 
' made. You find a watch, and you say that it ex- 
hibits, or shows design. You insist that it is so won- 
derful it must hav had a designer—in other words, 
that it is too wonderful not to hav been constructed. 
You then find the watchmaker, and you say with re- 
gard to him that he, too, must hav had a designer, 
for he is more wonderful than the watch. In imagin- 
ation you go from the watchmaker to the being you 
call God, and you say he designed the watchmaker, 
but he himself was not designed, because he is too 
wonderful to hav been designed. And yet in the 
case of the watch and of the watchmaker, it was the 
wonder that suggested design, while in the case of 
the maker of the watchmaker the wonder denied a 
designer. Do you not see that this argument de- 
vours itself? If wonder suggests a designer, can it 
go on increasing until it denies that which it sug- 
‘gested ? 

You must remember, too, that the argument of de- 
sign is applicable to all. You are not at liberty to 
stop at sunrise and sunset and all that adds to the 
happiness of man; you must go further. You must 


admit that an infinitly wise and merciful God de- 
signed the fangs of serpents, the machinery by 
which the poison is distilled, the ducts by which it is 
carried to the fang, and that the same intelligence 
impressed this serpent with a desire to deposit this 
deadly virus in the flesh of man. You must believe 
that an infinitly wise God so constructed this world 
that, in the process of cooling, earthquakes would be 
eaused—earthquakes that devour and overwhelm 
cities and states. Do you see any design in the vol- 
cano that sends its rivers of lava over the fields and 


‘the homes of men? Do you really think that a per- 


fectly good being designed the invisible perasites 
that infest the air, that inhabit the water, and that 
finally attack and destroy the health and life of man? 
Do you see the same design in cancers that you do 
in wheat and corn? Did God invent tumors for the 
brain? Was it his ingenuity that so designed the 
human race that millions of people should be born 
deaf and dumb—that millions should be idiotic? 
Did he knowingly plant in the blood or brain the 
seeds of insanity? Did he cultivate those seeds? 
Do you see any design in this ? 

Man calls that good which increases his happiness, 
and that evil which givs him pain. In the olden 
time, back of the good he placed a God; back of the 
evil a devil; but now the orthodox world is driven 
to admit that the God is the author of all. 

For my part, I see no goodness in the pestilence 
—no mercy in the bolt that leaps from the cloud and 
leaves the mark of death on thé breast of a loving 
mother. I see no generosity in famin, no goodness 
in disease, no mercy in want and agony. And yet 
you say that the being who created parasites that liv 
only by inflicting pain—the being responsible for all 
the sufferings of mankind—you say that he has “a 
tenderness compared to which all human love is faint 
and cold.” Yet according to the doctrin of the ortho- 
dox world, this being of infinit love and tenderness 


| so created nature that its light misleads, and left a 


vast majority of the human race to blindly grope 
their way to endless pain. 

You insist that a knowledge of God—a belief in 
God—is the foundation of social order; and yet this 
God of infinit tenderness has left for thousands and 
thousands of years nearly all of his children without 
a revelation. Why should infinit goodness leave the 
existence of God in doubt? Why should he see 
millions in savagery destroying the lives of each 
other, eating the flesh of each other, and keep his 
existence a secret from man? Why did he allow the 
savages to depend on sunrise and sunset and clouds? 
Why did he leave this great truth to a few half-crazed, 
prophets, or to a cruel, heartless, and ignorant 
church? The sentence, “ There is a God,” could hav 
been imprinted on every blade of grass, on every 
leaf, on every star. An infinit God has no excuse for 
leaving his children in doubt and darkness. 

There is still another point. You know that. for 
thousands of ages men worshiped wild beasts as 
God. You know that for countless generations they 
knelt by coiled serpents, believing those serpents to 
be Gods. ` Why did the real God secrete himself and 
allow his poor, ignorant, savage children to imagin that 
he was a beast, a serpent? Why did this God allow 
mothers to sacrifice their babes? Why did he not 
emerge from the darkness? Why did he not say to the 
poor mother, “Do not sacrifice your babe; keep it in 
your arms; press it to your bosom; let it be the solace 
of your declining years. I take no delight in the death 
of children; I am not what you suppose me to be; I 
am not a beast; I am not & serpent; I am full of 
love, and kindness, and mercy, and I want my chil- 
dren to be happy in this world?” Did the God who 
allowed a mother to sacrifice her babe through the 
mistaken idea that he, the God, demanded the sacri- 
fice, feel a tenderness toward that mother “compared 
to which all human love is faint and cold?" Would 
a good father allow some of his children to kill oth- 
ers of his children to please him ? 

There is still another question. Why should God, 
a being of infinit tenderness, leave the question of 
immortality in doubt? How is it that there is noth- 
ing in the Old Testament on this subject? Why is 
it that he who made all the constellations did not put 
in his heaven the star of hope? How do you account 
for the fact that you do not find in the Old Testa- 
ment, from the first mistake in Genesis to the last 
curse in Malachi, a funeral service? Is it not strange 
that some one in the Old Testament did not stand 
by an open grave of father or mother and say, “We 
shall meet again?" Was it because the divinely in- 
spired men did not know? 

You taunt me by saying that I know no more of 
the immortality of the soul than Cicero knew. I ad- 
mit it. I know no more than the lowest savage, no 
more than a doctor of divinity—that is to say, noth- 
ing. 
Is it not, however, a curious fact that there is less 
belief in the immortality of the soul in Christian 
countries than in heathen lands—that the belief in 
immortality in an orthodox church is faint, and cold, 
and speculativ, compared with that belief in India, 
in China, or in the Pacific Isles? Compare the belief 
in immortality in America, of Christians, with that of 


the followers of Mohammed, Do not Christians 


weep above their dead? Does a belief in immortal- 
ity keep back their tears? After all, the promises 

are so far away, and the dead are so near—the ech- 

oes of words said to hav been spoken more than 

eighteen centuries ago are lost in the sounds of the- 
clods that. fall on the coffin. And yet, compared 

with the orthodox hell, compared with the prison- 

house of God, how ecstatic is the grave—the grave 

without a sigh, without a tear, without a dream, 
without a fear! Compared with the immortality 

promised by the Presbyterian creed, how beautiful 

annihilation seems! To be nothing—how much, 
better than to be a convict forever! To be uncon- 

scious dust—how much better than to be a heartless 

angel! 

There is not, there never has been, there never 
will be, any consolation in orthodox Christianity. It 
offers no consolation to any good and loving man. I 
prefer the consolation of Nature, the consolation of 
hope, the consolation springing from human affec- 
tion. I prefer the simple desire to liv and love for- 
ever. 

Of course, it would be a consolation to know that 
we hav an “almighty friend” in heaven; but an 
almighty friend who cares nothing for us, who allows 
us to be stricken by his lightning, frozen by his win- 
ter, starved by his famin, and at last imprisoned in 
his hell, is a friend I do not care to hav. 

I remember “the poor slave mother who sat alone 
in her cabin, having been robbed of her children ;" 
and, my dear Mr. Field, I also remember that the 
people who robbed her justified the robbery by read- 
ing passages from the sacred scriptures. I remember 
that while the mother wept, the robbers, some of 
whom were Christians, read this: ** Buy of the heathen 
round about, and they shall be your bondmen and 
bondwomen forever.” I remember, too, that the rob- 
bers read: “Servants be obedient unto your masters ;” 
and they said this passage is the only message from: 
the heart of God to the scarred back of the slave. I 
remember this, and I remember, also, that the poor 
slave mother upon her knees in wild and wailing ac- 
cents called on the “ almighty friend,” and I remember 
that her prayer was never heard, andethat her sobs 
died in the negligent air. 

Youask me whether I would “rob this poor woman 
of such a friend?” My answer is this: I would giv 
her liberty; I would break her chains. But let me 
ask you, did an “almighty friend” see the woman he 
loved “ with a tenderness compared to which all human 
love is faintand cold,” and the woman who loved him, 
robbed of her children? What was the “almighty 
friend" worth to her? She preferred her babe. 

How could the “almighty friend” see his poor chil- 
dren pursued by hounds—his children whose only 
crime was the love of liberty—how could he see that, 
and take sides with the hounds? Do you believe 
that the “almighty friend” then governed the world? 
Do you really think that he 

Bade the slave-ship speed from coast-to coast, 
Fanned by the wings of the Holy Ghost? 

Do you believe that the “almighty friend” saw 
all of the tragedies that were enacted in the jungles 
of Africa—that he watched the wretched slave-ships, 
saw the miseries of the middle passage, heard the 
blows of all the whips, saw all the streams of blood, 
all the agonized faces.of women, all the tears that 
were shed? Do you believe that he saw and knew 
all these things,.and that he, the “almighty friend,” 
looked coldly down and stretched no hand to save? 

You -persist, however, in endeavoring to account 
for the miseries of the world by taking the ground 
that happiness is not the end of life. You say that 
‘the real end of life is character, and that no disciplin 
can be too severe which leads us to suffer and be 
strong.” Upon this subject you use the following 
language: “If you could hav your way you would 
make everybody happy; there would be no more 
poverty, and no more sickness or pain.” And this, you 
say, is “a child's picture, hardly worthy of a stalwart 
man.” Let me read you another “child's picture,” 
which you will find in the twenty-first chapter of 
Revelation, supposed to hav been written by St. John, 
the Divine: “ And I heard a great voice out of heaven 
saying, Behold the tabernacle of God is with men, 
and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his 
people, and God himself shall be with them, and be 
their God; and God shall wipe away all tears from 
their eyes, and there shall be no more death, neither 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more 
pain.” ae 

If you visited some woman living in a tenement, 

supporting by her poor labor a little family—a poor. 
woman on the edge of famin, sewing, if may be, her 
eyes blinded by tears—would you tell her that “the 
world is not a playground in which men are to be 
petted. and indulged like children?” Would you tell 
her that to think of a world without poverty, without 
tears, without pain, is a “child’s picture?” If she 
asked you for a little assistance, would you refuse it 
on the ground that by being helped she might lose 
character? Would you tell her: “God does not 
wish to hav you happy; happiness is a very foolish 
end; character is what you want, and God has put 
you here with these helpless, starving babes, and he 
, (Continucd on page 845.) 
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A Strange Tale With a Yard-Long Moral. 
Washington Corréspondence of the New York Herald. 

The story which is sent you herewith is one of the 
strangest that can be imagined, and one which no 
American can read without pride in his countrymen, 
who, wherever they go, know how to set up an 
orderly society and maintain peace and the security 
of persons and property. 

There is a tract of land lying south of Kansas and 
Colorado, and between the Indian territory and New 
Mexico, which has been known for many years as 
* No Man's Land." It has this name-because by 
errors in surveys, by exclusions in acts of Congress 
fixing boundaries, and by general neglect and inad- 
vertence it lies outside of any organized state or 
territory of the United States. It is really æ“ No 
Man’s Land,” for no courts hav jurisdiction within 
its bounds; no laws extend over or apply to it; its 
lands cannot be owned, because Congress has not 
authorized their sale. “No Man's Land” is simply a 
spot on the map. 

A tolerably large spot, for it contains 3,687,360 
acres, being 167 miles long by 341-2 wide. It is fertil, 
well watered, has valuable deposits of coal, a fine 
climate, and, being almost all good land, a govern- 
ment report says that it has the raw material for 
23,000 farms of 160 acres each. 

It was for years a huge cattle run. It contains at 
' present 10,000 American farmers, who hav sent one 
of their number, Mr. O. G. Chase, here to ask Con- 
gress in their name to giv them a territorial govern- 
ment, with the laws and protection of the flag which 
they are so totally and singularly without. They 
hav agreed to call their territory Cimarron, from 
its principal river, and if Congress is as kind to them 
as their good conduct deserves, the present winter 
will see established the territory of Cimarron. 

These ten thousand Americans went into No Man’s 
Land, knowing that the land they settled on and 
cultivated they could get no legal title to unless 
Congress would act for their protection; knowing 
that no crime, not even murder, committed in No 
Man’s Land could be punished, because no courts, 
no law officers, no 4aws, took cognizance of what was 
done in No Man’s Land They had no authority to 
form a government; no power to levy taxes for the 
simplest or most necessary purposes; no power to 
make laws which any inhabitant need obey. Chaos 
was their enforced condition. 

Mr. O. G. Chase, the delegate they hav sent here 
to speak for them, is a well-built and intelligent 
man—a typical American, an old Kansas settler. His 
account of “Cimarron,” which follows, tells what the 
people of No Man’s Land hav done and what they 
hope for from Congress. 

Q. How many. people are there in the territory of 
Cimarron? A. About ten thousand, estimated. 

Q. Mostly Americans? A. There is an unusual 
proportion of nativ-born citizens there; more than in 
any territory I hav ever been in. 

Q. How long since they first began to go in there 
to settle? A. Not exceeding two years. A year ago 
there were not over four or five hundred people 
there. 

Q. Before that was it entirely uninhabited? A. 
Before that it was only inhabited by cattle-men. 
Two years ago most of the stock was frozen out by 
an excessivly cold winter. 

Q. In the two years hav your people built houses, 
churches, and schools, in the American fashion? A. 
Only within the last year. There were not people 
enough there to build schools and churches two years 
ago. The people are nearly all farmers. Those living 
in the towns own land, and are arranging to cultivate 
the same next spring. When a farmer goes in there 
with his family and picks out a piece of land he takes 
160 acres. i 

Q. How does he know he has taken 160 acres? 
A. The territory has been surveyed into townships, 
and from those corners we can stake out the sectione. 

Q. What do the people do to liv? Simply sell their 
grain and stock? A. They hav not been there long 
enough tosell anything. Not fifty farmers were there 
early enough last year to raise crops. But wheat 
grows excellently, and fine crops of corn are raised, 
and it is a fine country for other cereals, such as oats, 
canary, and millet. Canary is avery good crop—worth 
more than wheat. It is generally imported to this 
country, but we can raise it out there abundantly. 

Q. Are the people living in houses or dug-outr? 
A. In good log-houses in the country. In the towns 
the houses are most!y frames. 

Q. Of course nobody has any right to the land? 
A. Nothing but a squatter right. 

Q. And there is no government? A. Only a pro- 
visional government, known there as a territorial 
council; it is hardly a government. In November, 
1886, we got up a petition calling for a mass meeting 
in Beaver to take steps looking to the organization 
of a council for the purpose of beginning ‘some 
shadow of government, as we were entirely without 
any law. The result of that mass meeting was an 
election called for February 22d last for the selection 
of nine members to a council, three from each merid- 
ian district, to meet in Beaver on March 4th. We had 
no printing office in the territory at the time. The 


tickets were all written, and the poll books were 
written. The election was held in an orderly man- 
ner. About eighty votes were cast in Beaver. Nine 
good, representativ men were elected. O. D. Chase 
was made president, and Merritt Magann made sec- 
retary. 

Q. Then what did you do in this council? A. The 
first act that was passed was an act to regulate the 
rights of matrimony, authorizing ordained ministers 
within the territory to marry persons upon a certifi- 
cate obtained from the secretary of the territorial 
council, who was Mr. Magann, and the ministers 
were requested in solemnizing the rite of matrimony 
to return the certificate to the secretary for record. 

Q. Has that act been taken advantage of? A. Yes, 
they hav tried that with beneficial results. The sec- 
ond act was legalizing mechanics’ loans on buildings, 
and the third was an act relativ to chattel mortgages, 
so that the people might obtain money, which I hav 
myself tried and found successful. We could not 
borrow on the land, because, of course, wé hav. no 
titles. The fourth act was in reference to opening 
and protecting public highways and bridges. 

Q. Hav you any criminal code? A. We hav, of 
course, no laws at all We can only act by general 
agreement. For instance, we hav agreed on a regu- 
lation for squatter rights. It is this: If a man un- 
dertakes to hold a claim—the equatter claim is 160 
acres—he may do so, but any one person claiming or 
controling any more than 160 acres shall forfeit both 
claims to the first families coming into the territory 
wanting such land. We also adopted a resolution 
calling for another election to be held Nov. 8, 1887, 
for nine senatorial councilmen and fourteen delegate 
councilmen. We retained the name “councilmen” 
so that it might not be thought we were assuming 
the duties of a strictly legislativ body. The territory 
was divided by the same councilmen into three sena- 
torial districts by meridian lines, and seven delegate 
districts by township lines. That election was held 
on the 8th of last month, and twenty-three good, 
representativ men were elected, who met in Beaver 
December 5th, and are now in session. At the same 
election O. D. Chase was chosen a delegate to repre- 
sent the territory in the fiftieth Congress, and I hav 
accordingly come to Washington to do what I can to 
get territorial government for the ten thousand peo- 
ple who liv in that territory. There will be fifty 
thousand people there next year, because if territorial 
government is organized for us it is anticipated that 
at least fifty thousand people will go in there within 
another year. : 

Q. You hav not made any attempt as yet to frame 
a constitution, I suppose? A. No, sir. We took an 
oath that we would support the Constitution of the 
United States, and we thought that was enough for 
& beginning. 

Q. Is there general peace and order among the 
ten thousand people? A. Yes, sir. So far we hav 
been fortunate encugh to maintain peace and good 
order, and our families feel as safe there as they 
would in Washington city. We hav had horse- 
thieves among us who undertook to locate there and 
run our horses into Kansas and sell them. I believe 
one-half of the horses hav been stolen from the 
farmers during the last year and taken into other 
states and sold. 

Q. Hav you caught any of those fellows? A. Yes. 
Last March two of them were caught and shot down. 
There was a coroner's inquest held over the bodies, 
and it was decided that they were bad citizens and 
were removed for the publie good, and the law- 
abiding people then breathed easier. You could 
hear that remark all over the territory. The bodies 
were boxed up and sent to their friends. Another 
gang assembled in the territory last October and a 
quarrel arose, between the horse-thieves and the 
gamblers.: The gamblers began to kill the thieves 
to save their own lives, but in their efforts to do that 
they only succeeded in getting one of them. They 
shot him on the street, and the others fled from the 
town. That night the gamblers left, for fear the 
thieves would return and kill them, and in that way 
we got rid of them. Since then we hav had perfect 
peace—hav never had a quarrel or fight in our town. 
We hav a city marshal by the name of Mundell, 
located in Beaver. We pay him $50 a month. 

Q. How do you raise that money? A. The bus. 
iness men pay it. The merchants pay $2 a month, 


-and the saloons are taxed $3 a montheach. We hav 


disarmed everybody except the marshal. We make 
it a penal cffense to carry weapons. Mayor Thomas 
presides over a council that was elected for Beaver 
in August. 

Q. What do you pay the mayor? A. Only his 
fees. He acts as probate judge. 

Q. Do you find it easy to collect money enough 
from the people to defray the small expenses of gov- 
ernment throughout your territory? A. Yes, sir; 
they are all willing to contribute. . We hav a school 
also, for the support of which we tax the saloons $2 
a month, and the business men generally pay $1 a 
month for that purpose. There is an average of fifty 
scholars in Beaver. What I say of Beaver is true 
with respect to the whole territory. We very seldom 
hear of a fight anywhere in the territory between 
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individuals. The only crime that is likely to be 
called to the notice of the people is the squatting on 
too much land, or-on other people’s land. That was 
first attempted to be settled -by arbitration. Those 
arbitrators were selected from neighbors, and either 
party, being dissatisfied with their decision, has an 
appeal from the first arbitration by paying $5 into 
the public treasury, for five arbiters, each part 
selecting two and the four selecting a fifth arbiter. 
That is the highest court we hav. The decision of 
the five arbiters is final. 

Q. Has there been a case on the part of a man to 
resist a verdict that has gone against him? A. I do 
not think there has been a case reported. We hay 
settled a great many troubles. 

Q. How do you collect debts, or do you do that? 
A. Well, take for instance the case of Mrs. Pocking- 
burgh. She came to Beaver last March, having in 


“her possession notes to the amount of $900 against a 


man living in the vicinity of Beaver for borrowed 
money. She saw him several times. He sent her to 
the hotel in Beaver, telling her he would pay her 
board until he raised the money for her. The land- 
lord boarded her one week and then refused to take 
this man for the board bill. She then applied to the 
citizens for redress, producing the notes as evidence 
of his indebtedness. The citizens met and appointed 
a sheriff, who seized five tons of barbed wire that this 
man had just imported from the United States, and . 
advertised it for sale. It was sold and the proceeds 
turned over to the lady. It did not pay the debt in 
full, but she, being satisfied, gave up the notes to the 
man and returned to her home in the States. The 
citizens of Beaver afterward received letters from 
people in the state from which this man came asking 
for a copy of the laws of No Man's Land under which 
this debt was collected, on the ground that under 
theirlaws they had failed to collect of this man for 
twenty years. : : 

Q. Hav you any lawyers in the territory? A.Ido 
not think there is a lawyer in the territory. We hav 
no use for them at all. 

Q. What mail facilities do you get in No Man's 
Land? A. There are two mails carried from the 
Santa Fé road about eighty miles into the territory, 
one making its stop at Beaver and the other at 
Optima, a weekly mail to Optima and tri-weekly to 
Beaver. 

:Q. What do the people of the territory do to get 
their mail? A. Some of them go a hundred miles to 
get their letters. We hav organized a private mail 
service east and west, but it is not regular. It is 
paid by private subscription. We need a mail route 
Írom east to west clear through from Anglewood, 
Kan., to Madison, N. M. That is from railroad to 
railroad on each side, which wou!d accomodate the 
largest number of people. 

Q. How did the settlement of No Man's Land 
come about? A. No Man's Land was originally a 
part of: Texas, but in 1850 it was ceded.to the United 
States, and the act ratified by Congress and legisla- 
ture of Texas. 

Q. How does it come that this little corner of the 
world has been left without the jurisdiction of any 
of the states or territories surrounding it, and with- 
out law? A. The peculiarity of the case is that from 
that time to this no action has been taken by the 
Congress of the. United States extending the juris- 
diction of the government over it. 

Q. How many acres has No:Man's Land? A. Three 
million six hundred and seventy thousand six hun- 
dred and forty acres. At least ninety degrees of it 
is agricultural land without irrigation. The climate 
is excellent and the altitude about 2,500 feet on 
the average. It is watered by the North Canadian 
or Beaver river; as it is known there, taking its rise 
in the Rabbit Ear mountains in New Mexico and 
flowing entirely through the territory, nearly in the 
center; also by the Cimarron river on the north and 
its branches, which runs from west to east along the 
Colorado border adjacent to the ‘territory. The Pa- 
ladora river flows from Hansford county, Texas, into 
the center of the territory of Cimarron, entering the 
Beaver about forty miles west of the eastern country. 
The upper parts of our streams are deep and narrow, 
filled with plenty of fish and clear, cold, running wa- 
ter, and any quantity of never-failing springs along 
the banks—soft, fresh water. We hav beds of bitu- 
minous coal, building stone, sandstone, marble, and 
chalk quarries. The marble is broken on the surface, 
but no doubt as you go down in the quarry it will 
be solid and good. Cattle are rolling tat all winter 
without attention, running on the range. The cattle 
running on the ranges giv just as good beef as you 
hav in this city. 

Q. There was a bill passed by both Houses of Con- 
gress last winter annexing you to the federal district 
for judicial purposes only and fixing a land office in 
the state of Kansas and opening the land to settle- 
ment under the general land laws of the United 
States, but the bill was not signed by the president. 
How was this measure received by your people? 
A. That bill was not understood by our people. 
Some claimed that it placed us under the state laws 
of Kansas; others, that it would giv a United States 
court within the territory, and others, that we would 
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hav to go to Topeka, a distance of about three hun- 
dred miles, for judicial purposes. But when the bill 
was thoroughly understood, all the people, except 
those who had private interests to subserve, were 
thankful that the bill had not been signed by the 
president. It would hav afforded no substantial re- 
lief, and only placed us in the same condition as the 
Indian territory holds to Kansas, Arkansas, and Texas 
at present. It did not establish the right of the set- 
tlers.. The effect of that bill, if it had been signed 
by the president, would hav been to drive out of the 
-territory one-half of the present population, because 
it furnished no protecticn to their righte, but would 
hav given an opportunity for capitalists holding scrip 
purchased for that purpose to obtain the land in large 
tracts without occupancy or inhabitancy, or without 
ever having seen it, for that matter. Our people want 
territorial government, with the privilege of electing. 
. their officers the same as other territories hav, be- 
cause we want laws established, not now having any 
lawful government. And-we want such a law for the 
settlement of land titles “as will protect our farmers 
and settlers in their 160-scre holdings, and keep land- 
grabbers away from us. One hundred and sixty acres 


is enough for any family; and, under our own regu-. 


lations, no one can hold more. Nor can one hold 
less, unless he livs on it or cultivates it. We do not 
want land speculators to hav the upper hand with us. 


oe 


What Can Be Done? 
The infamy has been consummated. Liberty is 
strangled. Justice is travestied ; hope of legal pro- 
tection crushed out of the hearts of thousands, while 


the ruling classes are jubilant, or at least would be, , 


were not their cowardly, craven souls the abode of 
constant terror of what they imagin will be perpe- 
trated upon them; fears born of their own guilty 
deservings. 

The brave men that went to their fates with a sub- 
lime courage that has no parallel in history—two to 
their living graves, and the five to their terrible 
deaths—call loudly upon other workers for the amel- 
ioration of the condition of the despoiled millions to 
gird on their armor anew and with greater energy 
and zeal carry forward the work they were compelled 
to Jay down at so unseasonable an hour. 

These men, our brothers, were convicted in advance 
of trial, were condemned against evidence of inno- 
cence, the petitions of hundreds of thousands of 
their fellow-citizens for commutation of sentence un- 
heeded, the poor privilege when standing upon the 
trap with manacled limbs and haltered neck to say a 
last word to the ungrateful world before leaving it— 
a privilege never in the. history of our nation denied 
the vilest criminal and one that a lynching mob or 

. horde of savages would grant its victim before com- 
pelling him to take his exit from life—this privilege 
denied. : 

Spies spoke truly when from behind his cap he 
said, “The time will come when our silence will be 
more powerful than the voices you strangle to-day." 

Cowardly state that would thus throttle free 
speech, even on the gallows, hang men for opinions, 
outrage justice, and make our country a reproach to 
the very name of republit! 

Where were the senses of the judges, jurors, and 
sheriffs that they did not know that the spirit of un- 
rest under the injustice perpetrated upon the de- 
spoiled classes could not be stilled by adding another 
and more outrageous wrong upon them in the cruel 
murder of their friends and leaders? 

Socrates was compelled to drink the hémlock, but 
his philosophy survived him. Galileo was forced to 
retract his heresy to save his life, but a few years 
after the people said he was right, that the world 
moved. Bruno was burnt at the stake, and now we 
are to build him a monument. .Joan de Arc died for 
her convictions at the hands of those she had risked 
her life to save. John Brown was hung, but his 
death, instead of stopping, hastened the day of de- 
liverance to the slave. | 

But the pages of history fail to furnish an instance 
—the state of enlightenment considered—of such 
gross injustice and thirst for blood as character- 
ized the ruling classes who strangled on one sad 
day four men innocent of any crime and sent two 
others to the penitentiary for life; at the same time 
incarcerating a wife and two innocent children in a 
noisome prison cell because demanding a last inter- 
view with their loved one, as had been promised 
them by the officials. . 

Their moral heroism and unfailing courage sus- 
tained them to the last. The Nazarene is said to 
hav cried out, “My God! my God! why hast thou 
forsaken me?” but the last words -heard from them 
were, “ Let me speak! O men of America May 
I speak? Sheriff Matson, let the voice of the people 
be heard! Oh ” and that inhuman wretch, Mat- 
son, whose name: should be handed down in history 
branded with eternal infamy, stopped his breath and 
satiated his love of vengeance by watching the lin- 
gering deaths of these victims of hate in their 
purposely prolonged agony for fourteen minutes, 
almost & quarter of an hour, when no reason existed, 
except a desire for torture. Why were the arrange- 


ments not such as to hay made death. instantaneous? 


in cold-blooded cruelty this last outrage exceeds them 


people the free gifts of nature and transferred them 
to soulless corporations whom you. hav given the 
power and means to rob manhood of its independ- 
‘ence and fasten fetters on the limbs of labor; to steal 
from the people their homes, driving them into dark 
and filthy abodes, into whose grim and damp apart- 
ments no ray of sunshine ever enters; to grind the 
flesh and bones cf men and women and children and 


You hav condemned the masses to pay taxes in sup- 


O my country! your crimes hay been great, but 
all. De 
It is not enough that you hav taken from the 


convert them into palatial homes and bank accounts. 


port of hypocritical priests who mouth prayers in 
every department of governmental affairs. You hav 
exempted hundreds of millions of church property 
from paying its just share of taxation for the support 
of the government it demands protection from, thus 
entailing a greater burden upon the poor. You hav 
placed the mothers of the nation on the same polit- 
ical plane with criminals, lunatics, and idiots, taxing 
them to help support the infamy, at the same time 
flaunting the infamous lie in their faces that “this 
is a government of the people, by the people, for the 
people.” : 

You hav set spies upon the track of every honest 
investigator of new truths in the most important 
domain of thought, and woe to the. individual that 
discovers a fact not. already indorsed by the. church 
and Grundies. ` i 

With obscenity laws, blasphemy laws, conspiracy 
laws; with fines, imprisonment, and death as penal- 
ties; with Comstock the vicious to supervise the 
mails; with ignorant policemen to judge what is 
proper to be uttered at a public meeting, or whether 
one shall be held at all; with Pinkertons to protect 
the interests of the rich and shoot at their pleasure 
men, women, and children; with private detectivs on 
hand at every oceasion to interfere with citizens’ 
rights, you trample under foot the fundamental prin- 
ciples upon which. we hav achieved all that is of 
worth, and which rights are guaranteed by our Con- 
stitution—“ freedom of speech, of the press, and the 
right of peaceable assemblage.” 

With all these wrongs by you inflicted, you ask us 
to worship at your shrine. Can you expect it? What 
will the harvest be? JuLiET H. SEVERANCE. 

Milwaukee, Dec. 13, 1887. 

oe teo 
Some Thoughts on the Penal Code. 

In Toe Trurn Seexer of December 10th I find 
the following section of the penal code under which 
John Most was indicted, found guilty, and sentenced 
to the penitentiary : 

Whenever three or more persons assemble with intent to 
commit any unlawful act by force, or assemble with intent to 
carry out any purpose in such a manner as to disturb the 
public peace, or, being assembled, attempt or threaten any 
act tending toward a breach cf the peace or an injury to per- 
sons or property, or any unlawful act, such an assembly is 
unlawful, and every person participating therein by his pres- 
ence, aid, or instigation is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

I did not read the proceedings of the trial, and 
hence cannot tell whether the two others were found 
guilty under this section or not. I hav seen no 
account of the trial or reference to the same which 
mentions any other person as guilty except John 
Most. Under the section quoted, I should hold that 
there must be three guilty men or none. In law one 
man cannot make a riot or form a conspiracy. It 


must be proven that one or more other persons were 


unlawfully engaged in the riot or conspiracy in order 
to convict. In this instance the statute made it 
necessary to prove that at least three persons were 
present with intent to commit an unlawful act by 
force. Most was convicted by reason of his speech. 
If no other speeches were made by which unlawful 
intent could be proved, then Most stood alone, and 
the meeting was not an unlawful assembly under the 
law. To be unlawful, the fact must be established 
that at least three persons were guilty of intent to 
commit an unlawful act. 


The section also declares that every person partici-. 


pating in the unlawful assembly by his presence is 
guilty. If the meeting in question was an unlawful 
assembly, then the reporter and two policemen, by 
whose testimony Most was convicted, were also 
guilty. . 

Being a temperance man, I sometimes attend tem- 
perance meetings. 
meetings violent harangs, going so far as to justify 
the burning of saloons, and suggesting the destruc- 
tion of liquors by pouring them upon the ground. If 
I should happen to drop into such a meeting in your 
state, and listen to such talk, how could I hope to 
escape the penitentiary, being a temperance man, 
especially if the jury loved their grog? 

In other years I was an antislavery man, and am 
none the less so now. I hav attended hundreds of 
meetings protesting against slavery, when to hold 
such meetings was to “disturb the public: peace.” 
Under the law quoted, if I had been convicted of 
every offense, I should end my days in the peniten- 
tiary. l 

I am a Republican, profiting by our wholesome 


I hav frequently heard in such- 


tariff laws. The Democrats, as I understand, propose 
the coming summer to get up meetings which threaten 
to interfere with those laws, and thus injure my prop- 
erty and the property of my Republican neighbors. 
It makes us mad to hear them talk, and I am inclined ` 
to think, if they should hav the audacity to hold a` 
publie meeting hereabouts, it would provoke a breach 
of the peace, and if your law prevailed in this state 
we could send 


them all to the penitentiary. 
Now, there may be some who think my inter- 


pretation of the law and wy illustrations are not. 
correct or fair. 
be a very easy thing under that law for. temperance 
men to suppress: saloon men, or saloon men to sup- 
press temperance men, or for Republicans to suppress 
Democrats, or Democrats to suppress Republicans. 
The law. was designed to place in the hands of exist- 
ing authorities the power to suppress all meetings 
designed to overthrow or change existing laws or 
institutions. 
in possession of the government machine. 
is full of illustrations going to show that whenever 


If so, I differ with them. It would 


It is only a question of which power is 
History 


“the powers that be” see arising or growing senti- 
ment, looking to a radical change in the existing 
order of things, they are ever prompt with laws to 
suppress it. My paternal ancestor was banished 
from Scotland two hundred years ago because he 
was & Presbyterian. He was convicted of treason, 
and his life was spared only because of his youth. 
In the church troubles of that time an archbishop 
was assassinated, and it was proven on the trial that 
the young man, upon hearing of the news many miles 
away, expressed satisfaction. This was enough. The. 
real assassins were never caught, but more than five 
hundred persons were convicted for sympathy with 
the act. But with all their hangings and banish- 
ments Presbyterianism was not suppressed. THE 
TzvrH SEEKER has done as much to suppress it as 
any influence I am aware of. l $ 

Some forty-five years ago my mother had a cousin 
who was a young divinity student at a college in INi- 
nois. A slave escaped from Missouri with a knowl- 
edge that this young student would aid him on his 
way to freedom. The young man was enticed over 
into St. Louis, and he was arrested, convicted, and 
sentenced to twelve years in the penitentiary for aid- 
ing this slave to escape. It was in vain that his 
counsel pleaded that Missouri had no jurisdiction of 
an offense committed in Illinois. He served four 
years, and, a new governor coming in, he was par- 
doned. - But, strange to relate, his imprisonment did 
him no good, any more than the many imprisonments 
of Herr Most hav benefited him. He became an 
antislavery lecturer, hating slavery even more than 
before his imprisonment. 

It is lawful, I believe, to abate & nuisance, and it 
seems to me it would be more in harmony with law 
and precedent for some grand jury to declare Most a 
nuisance and then for some policeman to abate him, . 
rather than convict him under such & law as is 
quoted. Some thirty years ago or more, when the 
Democrats were in power, some pestiferous Áboli- 
tionists from Massachusetts armed themselvs with 
Sharpe's rifles and went out to Kansas, where they 
started a town which they called Lawrence, and 
erected a hotel which they called the Free State 
Hotel. All this was calculated to disturb the peace 
of the loyal citizens of Missouri, something less than 
a hundred miles away. . They went before the grand 
jury and had the hotel declared a nuisance, and the 
marshal of the territory was ordered to abate it, and 
he did it. It was built of stone and would not burn, 
so the marshal procured a cannon of sufficient size 
and knocked it to pieces. Where there is a will 
there is a way. 

There is nothing that this country needs just now 
more than a recurrence to the principles upon which 
this government was founded. Our fathers had a 
lively knowledge and appreciation of the bloody 
struggles through which their fathers had fought 
and suffered to establish what they called religious 
liberty. In earlier days it was treason to think evil 
of the king, or to train for heaven except in accord- 
ance with prescribed forms. Our fathers repudiated 
the arbitrary methods of ancient governments and 
religions and endeavored to giv emphasis to the idea 
of extreme toleration in difference of opinion con- 
cerning politics or religion. It was thus that they 
declared in the Declaration of Independence that the 
people had the right to alter or abolish their govern- 
ment as they should see fit. It was thus that they 
put it into the Constitution that treason should con- 
sist, not merely of words or thoughts, but of some 
overt act. It was thus that they declared that the 
right of the people to peaceably assemble, to bear 
arms, and to write or speak should not be infringed. 
These fundamental principles are the surest and 
safest guarantee of the strength and perpetuity of 
the government. The South denied the right of free 
speech, which hastened the loss of their power and 
of their pet institution. Let the people of this 
country beware lest by an unwise and arbitrary 
restriction of the rights of free speech and free 
thought we pervert the government and breed An- | 
archy. J. K. Maarx. 

Duluth, Minn., Dec. 12, 1887. 
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Why? 

In considering the results of the recent controversy 
arising from Canon Taylor’s assertion that Islam, as 
a missionary religion, is more successful than Chris- 
tianity, the Sun of this city finds that these very 
interesting facts hav been incontestably proved. “It 
has,” it says, ' been abundantly proven in this debate 
that Islam, in Africa, is an aggressiv, conquering 
force that now dominates half the continent, and is 
constantly advancing in a large part of the remainder. 
It has also been shown that the religion of Moham- 
med is a great blessing to the nativs of Africa, eradi- 
cating, as it does, the practices of cannibalism, human 
sacrifices, and intemperance, destroying the belief 
in witchcraft and fetichism, and rearing schools, 
mosques, and manufactories in the large cities of the 
Soudan. In the vast region south of the Sahara, in 
which Islam is now supreme, there are sixty mill- 
ions of water-drinkers among whom the rum ques- 
tion can never arise.” 

The Sun adds: “The energies of Christian mis- 
sions should now be exerted to securely plant their 
truer and higher faith in all the new fields which 
Mohammedanism has invaded, in order that they 
may not only vie with Islam in contributing to the 
welfare of man, but also overcome such evils as 
slavery and polygamy, which Islam encourages.” 

With all due respect for the limitless wisdom of 
Mr. C. A. Dana, we should like to be told why the 
Christians should endeavor to convert the Moham- 
medans. A theologian, of course, would say that it is 
because the Moslems cannot get to heaven without 
recognizing Christ as the true savior, but that opin- 
ion can scarcely be held by a secular newspaper, 
which considers the material advantages only of re- 
ligion, the same as it considers the benefits of a rail- 
road, or a patent fertilizer. The spiritual side is 
secondary, and of small importance. 

Why, then, should Christianity be superimposed 
upon the nativs of Africa? Why should the Bible be 
substituted for the Koran? Mohammedanism has 
destroyed sacrifices; the Bible will carry to the 
negroes the examples of Abraham and of Jephthah. 
The Koran prohibits the use of strong drink; the 
Bible commands it, and, in dealing with heathen, 
Christianity has always sent rum and religion 
together. And the mixture has destroyed thousands 
upon thousands of simple: heathen. Why must the 
sixty million of sober water-drinkers receive mission- 
aries from lands filled with drunkards holding the 
very faith of the missionaries themselvs? Islam has 
destroyed the belief in witchcraft ; why, then, should 
its converts be pestered with the emissaries of a re- 
ligion baptized in the blood of witches? Think of a 
missionary from Boston reading to a civilized African 


the eighteenth verse of the twenty-second chapter of. 


Exodus! And if the destruction of fetichism is a 
good thing, why send to people who do not believe 
in it missionaries of a faith which givs charms against 
all sorts of accidents and diseases to its devotees? 


Open the vestments of the Roman Catholics of the 


world and see if the Bible has done for them what 
the Koran has for the sixty million of water-drinkers 
in Africa. 

Ah, but Christianity must be taken to Africa that 
slavery and polygamy, which Islam encourages, may 
be overcome. The Christian who could write that, 
with the history of Christian countries before him, 
and Utah just back of him, must be insensible to 
progress. Mormonism points to the Bible as author- 
ity for plural marriage, and every Christian preacher 
in the whole South, and three-quarters of those in 
the North, supported slavery as a divine institution, 
and justified their sermons by Bible texts. England 
abolished slavery in her colonies as a political meas- 
ure, without reference to religion ; and the Abolition- 
ists of the United States were heretics. Civilization, 
not Christianity, overcame slavery. 

"The fact is, the people make the religion, not the 
religion the people. 

—— 


Comstock and the Baptist Ministers. 


Anthony Comstock has received what he called a 
“cruel stab” from the Baptist ministers, who refused 
to pass a resolution containing the words, “we be- 
lieve in Anthony Comstock,” and substituted there- 
for words indorsing only the objects of his society. 
This is indeed being wounded in the house of his 
friends, for Soapboiler. Colgate, Comstock’s backer, 
is a fierce Baptist, and shows his humility by serving 
on Sundays as usher in a Baptist church at Orange, 
N.J. Therefore he might, with reason, expect that 
the Baptist clergy would uphold him and his hench- 
man. I 

The occasion was the Baptist Monday Conference, 
at which Anthony was invited to address the preach- 
ers on “Art and Morals.” “The necessity for dis- 
cussing this subject,” said Anthony, as reported by 
the Herald, “is apparent to most of you, from the 
gross misrepresentation in the press about the ac- 
tion of the Society for the Suppression of Vice in 
bringing certain pictures into court under due 
process of law. That was a matter of necessity. I 
am here to make no special defense of our action in 
that matter. I simply desire to present some ques- 
tions of law." He continued: 

* Art does not stand first; morals stand first in law and in 
importance to the general welfare of the community. It was 
held as long ago as 1726, in England, that whatever tends to 
corrupt morals js indictable. Prior to that time obscenity 
came under the ban of ecclesiastical law. In the case of the 
Queen against Hecklin, whose book on the Confessional was 
avowedly written in the interest of the Protestant religion 
by a member of an anti-Romanist society to expose the out- 
rages of auricular confession, the courts declared the book 
obscene, and Chief-Justice Cockburn, in his opinion, said: 
‘The tendency of the matter published is to deprave the 
minds of those by whom it is read, as its suggestions are of 
a lewd and libidinous character.’ Every test of obscenity 
has been coupled with the words ‘tend or tendency.’ The 
matter need not be absolutely against morals. Is the interest 
of those who import and sell lewd French photographs para- 
mount to your homes? Better that artists take back seats 
than your children be debauched. I believe the very artists 
who protested against the action of our society did it in ig- 
norance, and that not one of them inquired before he con- 
demned.” Mr. Comstock then proceeded to cite decisions 
and rulings by the courts in his favor, and he said these de. 
cisions must be respected. ‘‘I may hav no judgment and 
no discretion, according to the newspapers, but the law is 
plain.” © 

Comstock then cited further the case of the state 
of New York against Mueller, and of the United 
States against D. M. Bennett, the founder of Tne 
Trura Sxzxrm, and quoted the decision of Judge 
Blatchford, which defines as obscene “anything which 
tends to deprave the minds of those open to such 
influences" From this it will be seen that Comstock 
and Colgate intend to take society back to 1726, and 
destroy everything which they think may tend to im- 
morality. And inasmuch as the Protestants of that 
period were severe, sour, dried-up bigots and fanatics, 
what they would object to would include about all 
theluxuries of our present civilization. It used to 
be thought by them that ribbons on a woman's bon- 
net, or ornamentation on her dress, unduly excited 
the men, and tended to corrupt their morals. The 
women, therefore, would hav been indictable, and 
indeed, under the sumptuary laws many were in- 
dicted. Colgate and Comstock seem to be relics of 
that age. 

However, we must congratulate the Baptist min- 
isters for not indorsing Comstock. Had they known 
more of the inside working of his society, we imagin 
i of them would hay hesitated before indorsing 
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A New Association. 

The Brick Lane Branch of the United Grand 
Junction Ebenezer Temperance Association, whose 
doings are so graphically reported: in the “ Pickwick 
Papers,” has a rival association in Chicago, calling 
itself the “Christian Conference,” and holding anoint- 
ing services corresponding in a marked manner with 
the tea-drinking 'of its English prototype. The. 
Christian Conference advertises to heal the halt, the 


lame, and the blind, without medicin, without money, 


and without price. Its divine healing is not meta- 
physics, nor is it Christian science. What it is may 
be inferred from the following card, which is a ticket 
of admission to an anointing service. It was sur- 
reptitiously obtained by a Chicago Herald reporter, 
as the tickets for himself and Samivel to the meeting 
of the Brick Lane Branch of the United Grand . 
Junction Ebenezer Temperance Association were ob- 
tained by the elder Mr. Weller: 


CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE—ANOINTING 
SERVICE. 
: * Ig ANY ee AMONG You?” : 
: That is certainly addressed to ME. What shall Ido?: 
: The answer is clear and definit. i 
Hear and obey. H 
: “Let him call for the elders of the church, and let : 
* them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name : 
: of the Lord, and the prayer of faith shall save the sick, : 
: and the Lord shall raise him up, and if he hav com- : 
: mitted sins they shall be forgiven him. Pray one for : 
! another that ye may be healed."—James v, 14-16. 

* He healed ALL that were sick. He healed them 
EVERY ONE.”. ‘‘Jesus, moved with com- 
passion, said, I WILL." 

“OTHE SAME YESTERDAY, TO-DAY, AND FOREVER.” 
Praise his name. 

*1 BELIEVE GOD, that it shall be even as he said 
unto me.”— Paul. 

FULL SALVATION, COMPLETE REDEMPTION, 

JESUS ONLY. 01 
“ Jesus saves even me.” : 


The reports made at this meeting are fully as 
encouraging as those made by the committee of the 
aforesaid temperance association. We condense from 
the Chicago News : 


** The Rev..Dr. Lyman Palmer related an instance of a 
young man who was: suffering from a pulmonary affection. 
His life was despaired of, and in renouncing medical aid he 
resorted to prayer for restoration. The Lord healed him 
instantly (cheers). Besides restoring health, an insatiable 
desire for strong drink that had ever been the bane of the 
young man’s life was taken away (great applause).” 

* Peter Peterson is & ship carpenter. He was severely 
wounded in the leg by an ax missing its mark. He imme- 
diately knelt, and prayed to God to stop the flow of blood 
and heal the wound. He was instantly healed (appreciativ - 
movement in the audience). His wife, who had suffered 
eighteen years, was also instantly cured (tremendous cheer- 
in S 

x Mrs. Stevens, of Oshkosh, had suffered two years from a 
severe case of scrofula. All aid from medical sources was 
despaired of. She was unable to feed herself. One day she 
read James v, 14, 15. From that moment she believed the 
Lord would heal her(this attestation of sublime faith was 
received with bowed heads by the audience).” 

** Curvature of the spine confined Miss Minnie Smith, of 
Dayton, O., to her bed for eighteen years. She was unable 
to move her limbs, but was inspired one day to call in & 
number of believers to pray for her restoration to health. 
While the earnest petitions were ascending heavenward, 
Miss Smith heard a voice. It said, ‘Stretch forth thy leg.’ 
She put forthethe withered limb (this announcement of Miss | ` 
Smith’s indelicate exposure was received with a sigh by an 
elderly spinster, who soon recovered, however), arose from 
her bed, and walked. Exceptional health has been her com- 
panion ever since (tremendous applause).” 

“E. W. Jenney, of Oak Park, prayed to be delivered 
from a severe attack of inflammatory rheumatism. Although 
unable to sleep, he refused all medical attendance, and relied 
solely on prayer (loud manifestations of approval of his 
heroism). He was restored (triumphant cheers).” 

** t T suffered for two years with a complication of diseases,’ 
said Mrs. H. A. Weber, of Austin. ‘I was under medical 
care (deep sighs, and a groan from & man who owed his 
doctor), when I decided to put my case into the hands of the 
Lord (enthusiastic approval). In March I suffered from a 
severe hemorrhage. I prayed to God to heal me. ‘ Accord. 
ing to your faith be it unto you,” came the reply, and since 
then I hay continually gained strength and health (cheers).’ ^ 

* An Orchard Beach woman had suffered for three and & 
half years with & disease in the limbs. She was unable to 
walk without crutches. An abscess had formed on the hip, 
and one limb was several inches shorter than the other. She 
had implicit faith in the Lord. While the audience was: 
singing a song of praise, she sprang from her seat, threw. 
aside her crutches, and exclaimed, ‘ I’m healed!’ (whirlwind 
of cheers). Her limb was restored instantly to its natural 
length (this case was considered so remárkable that the 
report was closed at once).” : 


The speaker of the evening, the Rev. Mr. Simpson, 
then announced that he would answer questions. 
* What do you think of Christian science?" "The 
speaker, says the Herald, fell upon the doctrin as 
heavily as Jake Kilrain fell upon Jem Smith in their 
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recent effort to find the pugilistic supremacy of 
America or England. He dealt it blows that will 
take at least two more pamphlets. by Mrs. Cobb and 
Mr. Swartz to efface. In response to further queries, 
Mr. Simpson said he never used mustard plasters ; 
with the help of the Lord he could do three times as 
much work as formerly, which shows the Lord to be 
equal at least to two day-laborers; that he wouldn't 
get married twice to the same person, once: being 
generally enough, and sometimes too many; that 
God can whiff directly into a person’s lungs the 
breath of healing and rest; that the Lord can cause 
an amputated finger to grow; that the Emperor 
Justinian relates that some martyrs in north Africa, 
whose tongues were cut out, were subsequently 
enabled to converse without the organ of speech ; 
and that the crown prince-of Germany should hav 
faith and entire reliance in God. He refused to 


humiliate his prophetic insight by telling what he 


thought of Mr. Blaine, or whether Mr. Cleveland 
would be reélected, or whether local Will Turpie 
would stay in the senate “for keeps,” or whether 
(what is of great importance to that bustling town) 
Chicago would get the Democratic convention. 
' Eighty-eight believing Christians were then anointed 
with ten cents’ worth of oil, “in the name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,” after which they 
hobbled out of the building in the same condition 
physically, but moré spiritually exHilarated than 
when they entered it. 

It seems to us that in these reports of the Chicago 
papers we detect a trace of levity, but we trust they 
hav set nothing down unbecoming to the noble char- 
acter of the services. The afflictions of the sick and 
the exalted value of Christianity should not be trifled 
with. If miracles were performed in the time of 
Jesus, why not in the time of Simpson ? 

———— — O S ——— 


More Testimony to Faith-Cure. 


The following experiences in faith-cure are related 
by a daily paper of this city: 

‘t Charles Mason Squier was a bookbinder i in the employ 
of the American Bible Society. He lived at the Berachah 
Home, Fourth avenue and Sixty-first street, this city, eight- 
een months. The Valley of Berachah, beloved readers, was 
the place Jehoshaphat and his people assembled at to thank 
the Lord that he had made their enemies destroy each other, 
thus enabling them to strip the dead bodies of riches and 
precious jewels. Mr. Simpson, the head of the institution, 
is the Chicago preacher. Mr. Squier was pointed to as a 
shining example of the faith-cure power. Sunday night, 
December 18, 1887, Mr. Squier hanged himself to a hook in 
a closet in his room in the house named after the valley 
where Jehoshaphat thanked God.” 

** A girl living at Rutherford Park, N. J., was placed in & 
faith-cure **home" at Grenville, N. J. She soon became 
insane. She took poison and died.” 

** Miss Violet Hopkins, of Jersey City, became convinced 
that faith would cure sickness. When attacked with pneu- 
monia some months since, she insisted upon going to a faith- 
cure establishment in Bergen county, N. J., to be cured. She 
has now been taken back to her home with an incurable 
consumption, and will die soon." 

: Following immediately after the establishment of 
a faith-cure “home” in Chicago, these testimonies 
partake of the nature of the invaluable. 

. — —4$94—9—-———————— 


Systematic Theology. 

The subjoined paragraph, which is the conclusion 
of an article on “Christian Perfection,” by Daniel 
Steele, professor of systematic theology in Boston 
University, in the Christian Advocate, should, says 
the editor of that journal, be read twice : 

** A theological error in deadly antagonism to purity of 
heart is rapidly spreading in England and America. It is the 
doctrin of imputed instead of imparted personal holiness, 
together with the necessary co-existence of the flesh and the 
spirit, the old man and the new, till death. An intellectual 
assent, without previous repentance, to the fact of the con- 
demnation of sin on the cross, gains a perfect and inalienable 
standing in Christ, irrespectiv of the grossest subsequent 
sins." : 

That is to say, Christ’s personal holiness does not 
necessarily giv, or impute, holiness to believers in 
him, but it must be imparted to each one separately ; 
and whomsoever says Otherwise, let him be anathema 
by the Rev. Dr. Steele, professor of systematic theol- 
ogy of Boston University. And further, whoever 
says that when a Methodist is born again, or suffers 
regeneration, he still has left in him any of the old 
man, let him be likewise anathema by direction of the 
aforesaid Professor Steele. And still further, who- 
ever asserts that by merely believing that Jesus died 
for sinners he can, without repenting, get to heaven, 
even though he commits other sinful acts, let him be 


debarred from the true fold—which is, of course, the 
Methodist—by order of the professor of systematic 
theology of Boston University. No man shall hav a 
perfect and inalienable standing in Christ on any 
such terms. It’s preposterous to think it. Unbe- 
lievers must not only believe, but they must repent 
of their unbelief, put the old Adam—which is the 
flesh—away entirely, and be filled with the spirit, 
before they can make their calling and election sure. 
Any other scheme would not be of John Wesley, and 
consequenily must be of the devil. 

Everyone must cordially agree with Dr. Buckley 
that the paragraph should be read twice. We read 
it four times before grasping its immense significance, 
though we are something of an expert in Methodism, 
having in years agone seen three different and dis- 
tinct Methodist girls home from prayer-meeting in 


one evening. - 
€—— rr 


Irreligion at the National Capital. 

The Rev. Dr. Hershey, of the Sixth Presbyterian 
church in Washington, wants not only to hav the 
Bible read in the public schools, but to hav chaplains 
appointed. The necessity of this he urges because 
he has been told that only one-tenth of the ‘teachers 
in the public schools of Washington are Christians ! 

Four. years ago our correspondent “Antichrist " 
made the startling statement that eight of the nine 
judges of the Supreme Court of the United States 
were Infidels. The allegation was controverted by 
the religous press. Parson Talmage’s paper, the 
Christian at Work, said that Chief-Justice Waite 
was an Episcopalian, Justice Blatchford the same, 
Bradley a Dutch Reformed, Gray a Channing Unita- 
rian, and Field a true-blue Presbyterian. 

* Antichrist” in rejoinder said that the allegation 
that eight of the nine judges were Infidels applied to 
the court as constituted before the retirement of 
Justice Strong; and he presented evidence to sup- 
port his allegation in regard to three of the above- 
named Christian judges which would hav been suf- 
ficient to.exelude an ordinary man from church- 
membership. The other two judges had been ap- 
pointed to fill vacancies since Justice Strong retired. 

Exactly how the court now stands religiously may 
not be easy to ascertain ; certainly not quite eight to 
one, as before the retirement of Judge Strong, because 
one of the Agnostics, Justice Woods, has died. And 
now if the Christian at Work will canvass the public 
school teachers of Washington, the result may be 
that nearly as large a proportion of them are church- 
members as of the judges on the bench of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States. But, anyway, we 
presume Dr. Hershey would not withdraw his motion, 
because the mover of the resolution would expect to 
receive the first appointment as chaplain to the pub- 
lic schools of Washington. 


The Iron-founder’s and the Judge’s Troubles. 


Because Coürtlandt Palmer wrote to the New York 
Tribune that the Chicago Anarchists did not deserve 
death, Mr. Andrew Carnegie and Judge Barrett re- 
signed from the Nineteenth Century Club, of which 
Mr. Palmer is the president. Mr. Carnegie is the 
millionaire iron-founder of Pennsylvania, and Judge 
Barrett has achieved distinction on the bench in this 
city. Mr. Carnegie took occasion, when invited to 
address the club, to make Mr. Palmer's views a sub- 
ject for discussion, and said many unpleasant things 
in a personal way. Mr. Barrett is the judge whose 
decisions in the Sharp case hav been reversed by the 
Court of Appeals. 

Mr. Palmers views upon the Anarchist cases is 
that they were executed far more because they were 
Anarchists than because they were murderers. He 
considers them as laboring for a good end—the abo- 
lition of poverty—and that from their standpoint 
they were honest thinkers. He does not commend 
their means nor indorse their standpoint, but believes 
they were niartyrs to their ‘principles, and says that 
if the Supreme Court of Illinois had possessed the 
courage of the Court of Appeals of New York, it 
would hav acted in the Anarchists’ case as the latter 
did in Sharp’s. Mr. Palmer considers, too, that his 
private views are not the business of the club, nor of 
Mr. Carnegie, nor of Judge Barrett. The motto of 
the club is, Toleration, Courtesy, and Courage, and, 
he says, just as Mr. Carnegie has been lacking in the 
second of these, so Judge Barrett has been found 
wanting in the third. |... 

The daily papers hay been devoting much space to 


this dispute in the upper-ten-dom of heresy, and thus 

far the honors are resting with Mr. Palmer, the 

former president of the American Secular Union. 

Mr. Carnegie was rude; Mr. Palmer was gentle, and 

heaped coals of fire upon the great iron man’s head 

by refusing to accept his resignation. Judge Bar- 

rett was afraid to be identified with a club whose 
president did not yield to popular clamor; Mr. 

Palmer was sorry, but could not yield his convictions 

to even so distinguished a judicial officer as Judge: 
Barrett. And the club itself moves to larger quar- 
ters, and prospers in membership and influence, edu- 
cating swelldom in something besides germans and . 
the proper way of disposing of a napkin at the din- 
ner table. 

One interesting fact brought out by the discussion 
in the newspapers is that the lecture committee of 
the club is searching for a minister of reputation 
possessing sufficient courage to meet Col. Robert G. 
Ingersoll on its platform. If Archbishop Corrigan, 
or Cardinal Gibbons, or Dr. John Hall, or Howard 
Crosby would accept, what an event it would be! 
Future chroniclers would begin a paragraph in their 
nineteenth century history something like this: 
“From the date of the meeting of the Nineteenth 
Century Club, at which R. G. Ingersoll and de- 
bated Christian theology, Christianity perceptibly 
declined. In about a decade it was extinct.” 

2-2 
Editorial Notes. 

Tuomas S. RANDALL, of Chicago, says the seceding element 
in the Knights of Labor of that city hav been ‘‘captured by 
and are now in recognized subordination to the Secular 
Union.” E. A. Stevens has been elected foreman of the 
assembly. 

Tsx Marlboro (Mass.) Times has an editor who doesn't 
fear God. Commenting on a petition circulated in the town 
for a strict enforcement of the Sunday laws, the editor says: 
** The Sabbath which the Jewish God commanded to be kept 
holy is not the one our statutes refer to, being at the opposit 
end of the week, and being intended to commemorate the 
rest God took after his great six days’ work, the first work 
he ever did in his life, and which naturally rather knocked 
him out." 

Tax Rev. Mr. Waddell, Methodist, preached a sermon on 
Bible temperance at Mt. Forrest, Ont., on the same day that 
the Rev. Mr. Macdonnell, Episcopalian, preached one at 
Toronto on the same subject. Mr. Waddell held that the 
Old Testament forbids the use of strong drink; Mr. Mac- 
donnell took the opposit view. Therefore, those Canadians 
desirous of knowing just what the Old Testament does teach 
must procure E. C. Walker’s pamphlet on the subject. 


Tax Kirksville, Mo., Journal, of November 24th, has this 
item: **A. J. Huffman, living ten or twelve miles southwest 
of this place, was arrested on information charging him with 
violating the Sunday law by digging a well. He was tried 
before Justice Richey, and fined one dollar and costs, 
amounting in all to about eighteen dollars. He went to 
jail.” This is one of those outrages which every fair-minded 
man must. vigorously denounce. Some Freethinker near 
there should look into this matter, and if Mr. Huffman is 
not yet liberated, see what can be done for him. 


Mrs. M. A. Freeman is making a lecture route through 
Iowa and Nebraska, and is anxious to correspond with indi- 
viduals and societies desirous of having one or more Liberal 
lectures in their town. Mrs. Freeman is a very agreeable 
woman and a talented lecturer, General Trumbull, of 
Chicago, holding that there are not in this whole country 
three women of equal genius. Mr. Stevens, the secretary of 
the American Secular Union, speaks of her with words of 
highest praise, to which we may add our own encomium, 
having had the pleasure of listening to her at Cleveland. 
Her address is 175 South Halsey street, Chicago, Il., and 
her terms are reasonable. : 


A CORRESPONDENT of the Religious Herald (Congregational), 
George Thompson, writes from Ohio that there is the same 
decay of religion in that state that has been noted in rural 
New England. He speaks particularly of that garden spot 
known as the Western Reserve. Hesays he has been largely 
over it in the last seven or eight years, and notes remarkable 
changes even in that time. ‘‘In many places," he reports, 
“the people work on Sunday as on other days—plowing, 
cutting, and drawing in hay and grain,etc. And Sabbath- 
visiting is alarmingly common. In places where were 
churches well sustained fifty years ago, there are no religious 
influences, no preaching, and the people are largely Spirit- 
ualists, Universalists, Infidels, Atheists, and blasphemers, 
etc. In many places very feeble churches are struggling to 
keep up the appearance of life, while worldliness and pleas- 
ure-seeking run riot. Many who once went to church go no 
more. Inanumber of places I saw Congregational churches 
turned into barns, and no organization remains. In one sec- 
tion are four small Congregational churches in four towns 
adjoining, and all without a pastor. It makes my heart ache 
to see and say these things, but they are true. I hav seen 
them.” He notes that the Baptists and Methodists especially 
hav lost, and declares that it is only a matter of time when 
both these churches must become extinct in that section, 
which is encouraging, if true, and shows that the people are 
awakening to a sense of duty toward this world. But what 


| kind of an Infidel or Christign;is a,“ blasphemer,?” 
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Zellers from friends. 


Vioror, Nov. 25, 1887. 
Mr. Eprror: I was raised a Catholic, but that was knocked 
out of me by readiag of the massacre of the French Hu- 
guenots. I hav been a Liberal ever since. I hava tussle 
with the preachers every little while, but they go away and 
say, ‘‘ You go to hell!” I would rather go where our best 
men all went than to go to heaven where all good Catholics 

go. Yours for truth, M. KEROHNER. 


Fort ANN, N. Y., Nov. 28, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: I would like to get up a club, but as I am 
the only person in the place tbat reads Liberal literature, Í 
could not help you any in that direction. 

We each snd every one cf us ought to get up a vote of 
thanks to Heston for his pictures. If I do laugh but once in 
the week, it is the time the paper comes. I am what you 
would call a backwoods woman, living ten miles from a 
post-office, but hav been in New York once, and called at 
Tur Trora Seexer Office with Mrs. Burnz. Keep up your 
paper by all means, even if you meet with discouragements. 
The fact that it has penetrated such a back place as this 
ought to be encouraging, even if it is poor, humble me that 
reads it. As the Christians say, Another precious soul won 
—another convert to the god of Truth. 

I shall want your Annuar for 1888. 

Mrs. EMERY GIBBARD. 


hypocritical informer. I fancy he would hav us believe. 
that à man and his darling bride should retire without chang- 
ing their clothes to avoid obscenity and to promote good 
morals. What nonsense! Let us study the perfections of 
nature, and the more beauty we discover the better. 

- Icannot do justice to a vilifier of character." Please don’t 
bring him before me. I will send him up, sure, as a nuisance, 
if the evidence warrants it. His idea of obscenity is prepos- 
terous. I hope better men will do him justice while agitat- 
ing this subject, until New York, at least, is relieved of one 
who isfilled with hate, and whose malice would reinstate the 
Inquisition again. 

I circulated Ingersoll’s ‘‘Reply” to Field in order to. pro- 
cure subscribers. His masterly production is worth the 
subscription price for any intelligent reader. l 

- Sincerely, O. H. WHEELER. 


ing the age of eighty years. But come it must. In lapse of 
time ignorant superstition must pass away, and solid Ma- 
terialism will prevail, filling the earth with joy, love, pros- 
perity, and general happiness. Tos. WINTER. 


: Suerzy, Mion., Dec. 12, 287. 
Mr. Eprtor: I hav a question to ask, and maybe two. If 
every subscriber to Taz TRUTH SEEKER should add one to 
his own subscription, would the subscription list reach ten 
thousand? Please do not think I am meddling with that 
which does not concern me, because no true Freethinker can 
feel other than deep and honest concern for such & cause, 
and a desire to learn all he can in reference to it, and I hav 
been a subscriber long enough to make me feel as though I 
had a large investment in a child that has fought as hard for 
life and received the rough handling Taz TRUTH SEEKER 
has. Ido hopethe young one may grow up to be a man, 
and a sturdy one, and if every present subscriber would add 
one each year, and a paying one, how long would it be be- 
fore there would be a propagandist establisbment so large 
that creed, bigotry, and tradition could not and would not 
undertake its annihilation? Judging by my own neighbor- 
hood, if all others are like it, the good time is quite a way 
off yet, and Catholic ignorance and Protestant intolerance 
show a deal of hard work in the future of Freethought. 
Your wood-cuts are each one a Liberal lecture of itself, and, 
oh, Lord! doesn’t Rome how] with holy horror? The whole 
pack of religionists are becoming constitutional grumblers. 
Now go on with THE TRUTH SEEKER. 
Respectfully, J. M. Logan, M.D. 


Bay View, FLA., Nov. 25, .1887. 
Mr. Eprror: Please send me pamphlets according to the 
inclosed list. The reason that I hav chosen these pamphlets 
is that I am an outspoken Infidel, as the Christians call me, 
and hav had an argument with several, and I wish to giv 
them something to think about. One, a Sunday.school 
superintendent, said that we Infidels had no institutions of 
Jearning, and had no halls of our own to hold our meetings 
in, so I want to hav more facts, and postponed any definit 
argument to a stated time so as to meet his statements. If 
you will be so kind as to send me the names of such schools, 
or any institutions of learning conducted by Freethinkers, and 

state where they are situated, I shall be more than obliged. 

J. H. Kinsman. 


[Freethinkers own a number of buildings throughout the 
country, in ‘which meetings are regularly held—a splendid 
one at Boston ; a good one at Waco, Tex.; also, at Liberal. 
Mo., and Silverton, Or. In this city and. in many other 
places throughout the country Freethinkers do not believe in 
putting thousands of dollars into a building used only one 
day in seven, and consequently they hire halls for Sunday 
which are used on other days. There is a Freethinkers’ 
school at Liberal, Mo., but no other distinctivly Infidel one 
that we know of. The public schools are good enough for 
us, and every scientific college in the land is turning out 
Infidels by the score. —Ep. T. 8.] 


Puer Sounn Co-oPERATIVE COLONY, 
Port ANGELES, CraALLAM Co., W. T., Dec. 5, 1887. 

Mr. MaopoNarp, Dear Sir: It may be of some interest to 
you to know that, while you are working in the interest of 
humanity on one line, we are making a practical demonstra- 
tion of, or working out the solution of, the labor problem, 
and showing the feasibility of integral co-operation and the 
equitable distribution of wages. We hav been incorporated 
since May, 1887. We are satisfied that the principle upon. 
which we hav based our enterprise is the correct one, and 
we hav one very excellent reason for knowing that this is a 
fact, which reason or test is, that we hav the enmity of the 
Associated Press and of the religious press. We deprecate 
the judicial murder at Chicago, hence we ought all of us to 
be hung. We are nothing but a nest of Infidel Anarchists 
anyhow, and other like complimentary names are given to 
us. We cla'm that universal mental liberty shall be the rule 
of government in our commonwealth; that public halls, . 
open at all hours during the day and evening, in which the 
discussion of any and all subjects may be had, shall be free 
to all. We hold that buildings set apart for use only a few 
hours of each week are a fruitful source of waste and a great 
cause of poverty, and one which we cannot afford to sup- 
port. We are trying to demonstrate, and I believe we shall 
succeed in doing so, that the moral character of a Christian 
and au Infidel are based upon precisely the same principle; 
that honesty, integrity, humanitarian principles and upright- 
ness of character and all the better attributes actuate both 
classes exactly alike. 

We find the class of Christians in whose hearts really rests 
the love of humanity are broad enough to accept our univer- 
sal mental liberty creed, and put their shoulder to the wheel 
alongside the Infidel, to help to better the present-life condi- 
tions of the people, and by that means, perhaps, giv them & 
better opportunity to fit themselvs for the higher life when 
it comes to them. We are banded together, Christian, In- 
fidel, Catholic, Spiritualist (but not a bigot), in a common- 
wealth, to insure to the laborer the product of his labor; 
the man who builds a carriage shall not be compelled to` 
walk; the shoemaker’s children shall not go barefoot; the 
seamstress shall be clothed; the equitable distribution of 
labor and a just compensation therefor shall giv alla chance 
to liv. A few capitalists shall not control capital, nor a few 
laborers crowd aside the rest. The world moves and “the 
people's advents are coming.” ` 

Fraternally, and for U. M. L., Laura E. HALL. 


LAFAYETTE, Or., Nov. 81, 1887. 

Mr. Enrron: It is with pleasure I inclose $8 for the re- 
newal of my subscription to Taz Trors Serxer. There is 
no paper I take the reading of which givs me more pleasure. 

I came to Oregon in 1858, from Clay county, Mo. I 
brought the /nvestigator, and Paine’s, Voltaire’s, and a num- 
ber of other Liberal books with me to this country. I circu- 
lated the works through the county, and got quite a number 
to subscribe for the paper. The sky-pilots of the country 
set up the cry that I was an agent of the devil, and would 
hav taken my life had they dared. 

I hav always preached Freethought, and taught my chil- 
dren to read and think for themselvs. 

Samuel Putnam gave a number of lectures in this vicinity 
last fall. It was quite a treat to the Liberals here. 

I hav just finished reading Helen Gardener’s book entitled, 
“ Men, Women, and Gods.” I think it one of the most val- 
uable and interesting contributions to Liberal literature. 

Success to your grand paper. May it liv long, and spread 
the gospel of humanity throughout the world. 

Yours truly, L. P. Younazr. 


GorpTHwAITE, TEX., Dec. 15, 1887. 

Mr. EpniTOn: This is one of the most thriving little towns 
on the G. C. & Santa Fé railroad—the western branch of 
said road. Thetown was mapped out, and lots sold two years 
ago, amounting in the aggregate to $25,000. A depot and 
round-house loomed up, and Goldthwaite became by the 
voice of the people the county-seat of Mills-county. She 
now presents to the world a magnificent Methodist church, 
and almost within kissing distance stands q Baptist church. 
From the pulpit of each edifice orthodoxy oozes out in full 
blast. Each denomination is willing to allow the younger 
and feeble branches to come in and cast their sins on Jesus. 
Old debtors come in to worship and glorify God because the 
statute law of Texas is about to bar and shield them by 
limitation, and they are jubilant through the magnetism 
of shaking hands, etc.—so much so that a few of the most 
impulsiv hav been endowed with an inspiration that some 
kind of a musical instrument is required to attract the atten- 
tion of the God they worship. A subscription is in circula- 
tion for that purpose. Cannot you sign about $15 now ? 

Gzo. WHITAKER. 


Mr. Preasant, TEX., Dec. 6, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: The following from the Hartford Courant is 
worth comparing with some of Ingersoll’s sayings, to show 
the truth of them: **So long as Grover Cleveland is presi- 
dent, he is entitled by every respectable citizen to receive 
personal respect. Not to accord it to him isto lower our 
own dignity. The demonstrations made by hot-headed 
Western members of the G. A. R. in regard to the president's 
visit to St. Louis were disgraceful, and the slight to the 
president at Wheeling is lamentable." Compare it with this: 
“The trouble with most people is, they bow to what is 
called authority ; they hav a certain reverence for the old be- 
cause it is old.” , 

I think the latter expresses the cause of all our troubles. 
Even Infidels object to Anarchists, Freelovers, writings on 
the sexual relations, Communism, Watson Heston's pictures, 
that ** hurt the feelings of the Christians," etc. If we would 
allow everything to run its course freely, the good would 
come to the front and the bad would run in narrow channels. 

And another thing. Is it not time the Liberals of this 
country were going into politics? When such cases as Rey- 
nolds's, Aunt Elmina's, the Harmans', and hanging Anarch- 
ists, also confiscating Mormon property, are transpiring, 
shall we, with the Secular Union as a nucleus and the Nine 
Demands asa platform, stand idle and see the liberty the 
good old Infidels made it possible for us to hav trampled un- 
der foot, and laws passed that it will take years to hav an. 
nulled? We hav Ingersoll, the fittest man for the position 
of president there is in the United States, and Putnam, or 
some of our good women, if they can hold the office, for 
vice-president. i 

Friends, let us not fail to hav a candidate in the next con- 
test, and you will be surprised at our strength. 


E. E. Pang. 


à BRADFORD, Pa., Dec. 6, 1887. 

Mr. Epiror: Your correspondent from Georgia thinks it a 
pity the world must be cursed by a bigot, when referring to 
the persecution of Aunt Elmina. 'The good people of New 
York are cursed with a great reformer. The writer inquires 
how long it would take for a number like him to kill or im- 
prison the Freethinkers of this free country. Our laws need 
remodeling forthe sake of humanity. The idea that law will 
stuff people with morals is simply ridiculous. 

A good man was persecuted almost to death. No one ever 
enlightened the world as much by a journey around the earth 
as Bennett. The information given by him was a marvel. 

The great informer can’t be confined t » the metropolis, but 


WavEnLY, Wasu. TERR., Dec. 4, 1887. 

Mr. Eprron: We see on the top of our court-houses the 
emblem of justice represented by a female blindfolded, and . 
holding a pair of balances iu her hand. I think the emblem 
might now be called a mockery, and discarded as insignifi- 
eant of any meaning. Men can be tried, fourd guilty, and 
hung for the honest expression of their thoughts. Can such 
be justice? I was a firm believer in the majesty of the law 
when the same did not interfere with the individual happi- 
ness of anyone. But now men can be called Anarchists if 
they advocate equal justice to the poor as well as the rich, 
and accused of throwing bombs when the act might hav 
been done by their enemies. Why not catch and hang the 
one that did the deed, and not sacrifice innocent life, per- 
haps, to satisfy a howling monopoly? O men! when will 
you learn to be honest, and not hang every reformer that 
may advocate a right or a theory that would benefit the 
masses? In your frenzy you hav persecuted every reformer 
that ever tried to benefit the masses. You hung Christ, the 
sen of God, on a cross; you burnt Servetus; you kindled 
the fires in Smithfield; you banished Roger Williams, and 
hung John Brown; and last, but not least, you hav swung 
into eternity five men that you called Anarchists. Why was 
itdone? You say, as a warning to others that might hav their 
ideas. What fools you are, to be living in this nineteenth cent- 
ury, and think you can hang an idea! How often hav you 
tried that, and history has told you it wasa failure! Men 
in Palestine thought if they would crucify Christ that they 
could blot out and destroy his teachings, but it was like 
throwing oil on the fire to quench it. You were sure when 
you hung John Brown that you had put out the fire of Abo- 
lition, but then you only kindled it, and the blaze that it 
made took in nearly all the Union. Yes, that hanging made 
bloody work for years, made many homes desolate. I hope 
you hav made no mistake this time, but I fear, for the inno- 
cent never suffered for naught. If we err, it is better to err 
On the side of mercy. If these five men that are now lying 
in their cold and silent graves killed the policemen, then 
right was done in taking their lives, for the Bible says, “A 
tooth for a tooth and an eye for an eye.” I despise Anarchy 
as a bad thing, but I despise it no worse than the cause of it. . 
If the cause was removed, Anarchy would die an easy death 
—die without hanging. But what is the use of punishing 
effect while the cause remains unmolested ? These men are 
hung, and future generations shall judge of the wrong that’ 
has been done--of the mistake that was made. I had a man 


CrxoinnaTI, O., Dec. 10, 1887. 

BnRormgn Maoponatp: Can it be possible that a reader, 

: Subscriber, or a correspondent of Tae TRUTH SEEKER should 
want to know anything about the old Cincinnati Materialist, 
Thos. Winter? And yet I perceive in the issue of Dec. 8, 
1887, ‘* Letters from Friends,” that one level-headed and 
right-minded man of the Buckeye State wants to know a 
little of the old Infidel; and right here I will say, I deal not 
in politics or hangings, murders, or crimes of any. sort, but 
all my thoughts, words, and efforts are concentrated in the 
downfall of superstition, I care not by what name it is called. 
If it be founded on anything supernatural, it is opposed 
to naturalism or Materialism—which words hav one and the 
same meaning—and I for one do use all rightful power and 
method to neutralize or destroy the widespread and evil 
effects of priestly frauds imposed on the multitudes .of cred. 
ulous people. Every promulgator of what is anti-natural is 
a deceiver, a crank, or a willful and intentional plunderer. 
All such take advantage of the wenk-minded and unthinking 
public. Sir, Materialism is truth, and truth must and will 
triumph over all superstitions and false statements, whether 
ancient or modern. There is no religious fanaticism or 
spookism in the Materialistic philosophy; all is clear, all is 
sound, and free from deceit or lucre. Its grand and noble 
principles will be an established fact when all superstitious 
rubbish called religion is swept from this planet, together 
with all the ignorance thereof. 'The time is coming when 
the millions of intelligent persons who must and will super- 
sede the short-sighted, dismal, and miserable Theists will 
laugh loud and long when they think of the past folly and” 
absurd creeds and mummeries of this and past ages. How 
they hav been gulled and humbugged by the swarms of idle 
drones, and pedlers of lies and glaring deceptions, and | his emissaries must invade Jersey and Virginia, seeking 
unblushing cheats! i whom they may devour. Will the people of New York in- 
Dear readers, I shall not liv to see this wondrous change | dorse his doings? I ask one and all, without regard to sect, 
of wisdom and glorious sense of the people. I am approach- | faith, or belief, to stamp their seal of disapprobation on this 
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say to me the other day, ‘‘ Why, the Methodist ministers even 
petitioned the governor not to commute their sentence!” 
But were they afraid that the governor would be more merci- 
ful thau they? O wolves in sheep’s clothing! is tbat your 
sympathy for your fellow-men? What a pity there is no 
hell! Sometimes I think there ought to be a short one, say 
for a few minutes, so that these hypocrits might receive a 
small dose. Yours truly, Magers Horr GRAHAM. 


] Perra, Ia., Dec. 12, 1887. 

Mz. Epiror: It is with reluctance that I attempt to address 
you, knowing full well the marked ability of your many 
correspondents. But never seeing anything from this priest- 
ridden community, I thought perhaps it would be well to let 
the world know that there are a few stanch Liberals in our 
Calvinistic town, but we lack organization. In our present 
scattered, go-as-you-please condition we are compelled to 
battle. with the dogmas of superstition at a great dis- 
advantage. 

We hav been trying to get some of our many able orators 
to come and help us to organize. I think we could muster 
twenty-five as stanch men as could be found, besides many 
others that are strongly inclined to Liberalism. 

If there is any place-where superstition reigns supreme it 
is here. Our town has a population of about twenty-seven 
hundred; supports fifteen kid-gloved insurance agents, who 
present the blood of the carpenter as a balm for all the 
maladies that humanity is heir to both here and hereafter; 
also, thirteen temples dedicated to some supposed deity, who 
delights to sniff the blood of bulls and goats, but has finally 
concluded that the blood of the mythical son of the much- 
slandered Virgin would atone, and therefore retires, leaving 
his business éxclusivly to the aforesaid agents, who from the 
rostrums of their respectiv joss-houses breathe forth their 
infernal anathemas upon any who dare oppose or differ with 
them ; teaching, or rather scaring, little children almost to 
lunacy by their tales of hell and horror, and thus swell their 
numbers. 

I greatly fear that Liberals do not realize the necessity of 
organization. Our present system of doing business or prop- 
agating our system amounts to but little, for the simple 
reason that we fail to reach the young. They are firmly 
held in the meshes of the church by their system of Sunday- 
schoo!s and many other devices of their crafty priests; thus 
the damnable superstition of the Dark Ages is indelibly writ- 
ten upon their young minds. A certain priest has said, 
“Giv me a child until it is ten years old, and I will risk al! 
future consequences." They understand this matter, and 
govern themselvs accordingly. 

Unless we arouse from our lethargy, and contribute of our 
means as well as talent toward organizing our forces, we will 
find to our disgust that we hav been idly beating the wind. 
Again, so many tenderfoot Liberals dare not assert their 
principles for fear of courting the calumny of the priesthood, 
and thus lose their influence as well as their individuality, 
&nd, we might add, their manhood. J. W. Fisk. 


LxBo, Kax., Dec. 5, 1887. 

Mr. Eprror: “N: S.” mistakes, or knowingly misrepre- 
sents me, in the last TRUTH SEEKER. Perhaps he is a neo- 
phyte, or but lately converted from orthodoxy. If so, he is 
pardonable. He says I “called him a crank, silly, crazy, 
and held him up to the public gaze as a warning,” etc. 
Whatever I may hav thought of him, I did nothing of the 
kind. I used the word ‘‘crank ” but once, and then not re- 
ferring to him. I told him that since, from his own state- 
ment, his case was in some respects a duplicate of one with 
which I was acquainted that had gone crazy, he should take 
warning, and go under treatment at once, if not too late. I 
said, ‘If he will hug his phantoms he will, in time, serve as 
a warning, as a stranded ship," etc., and by his last I am 
convinced he will do both. His declaration, that he “ gid 
not wish to be cured," renders a bad prognosis unavoidable. 
Some time since I heard a poor little preacher who could not 
understand a logical syllogism when explained, who would 
not admit the inevitable sequence of his own assumed prem- 
ises, vehemently declare, ** lf these positions be erroneous, 
let me liv and die in error, for I will not giv up my faith." 
What could be done for him but to let him alone? We can 
only pity such stupidity. If in error, we rejoice to make the 
discovery, and thank him who aids us in this. I.did not 
call him silly, but said, and still say, it sounds silly in a man 
toset up marvelous claims unless he can demonstrate their 
truth. His spleen seems disturbed, and a spirit of acrimony 
is displayed that I will not notice. I did not propose to bet, 
but offered to make him a present of $100 for his trouble in 
case he or his spirits are able to do as he claims before me, 
and Ishall esteem the price reasonable, but I will waste no 
more time foolishly, and he must guarantee he is not a hum- 
bug by the deposit in bank to my credit of a like sum, if he 
fails to giv me the evidence desired. Of course I cannot-use 
the distributed major premis and say all, for I hav not seen 
all, but I say I know many mediums are pitiful frauds, and 
shall protect myself against their impositions, as I do withall 
other mountebanks. I am simply Agnostic, but desire to 
learn, and expect to pay my tuition fee. My teacher must 
understand his alphabet, however, or make me believe he 
does, and, if he does not, he shall pay me for tlie time he 
caused me to squander by his false claims and pretensions. 
I mean business, simply business, and shall heed no bab. 
bling. I think my offer a fair and ‘gentlemanly one. 

- He “fears I am so far advanced I can learn nothing 
more.” Iam not so far advanced, nor yet so old, that I do 
not learn daily, and I was hoping to learn somewhat of him, 
but the prospect looks gloomy at present. 

Iam unable to giv any reliable statistics as to the relativ 
number of insane among Spiritualists and Materialists, so I 
will not dispute his statement that there are less of the 
former, but I do not believe it, and call for his proofs. 

He says, '' Spiritualists hay a cheerful doctrin founded on 


phenomena, while Materialists occupy a melancholy posi- | nance to every sentiment that will giv freedom to our peo- 


tion,” etc. I reply, that depends on the status of the person. 
At the Centennial I saw a boy of perhaps twelve years look- 
ing very cheerful and happy with a penny rattle, while he 
neither heeded nor cared for the mighty Corliss engin which 
filled many with admiration akin to awe. The rattle was, no 
doubt, best adapted to his mental status. I am no contemner 
of things cheerful, but let them ever remain subordinate to 
the grand truths and principles of the solid material universe, 
and the sciences relating thereto. 

He asks, with an air of innocent triumph that awakens 
pity, ** Can he [1] demonstrate that my statements of Sep- 
tember 10th are false?" I am happy in having better busi- 
ness on hand than demonstrating negativs. He made asser- 
tions that I did not believe, and I called on him for the 
proofs, and offered.to pay him for them, but he comes at me 
with a spleeny, pueril effort at wit and sarcasm. He speaks 
of himself and spirit friends with large assurance, but with 
little of that modesty characteristic of true ability. He says, 
“Theology is a perverted child of Spiritualism!” Ha! ha! 
ha! Iam ever so glad he told us that. I never could get 
its pedigree from good authority before. I always supposed 
such & monstrosity as theology must hav had a she God for 
a female and a horned devil for a male progenitor, but this 
detracts sadly from the supposed notoriety of its parentage. 
Tell him for me not to weep, for no Materialist wishes to 
“drive him from his positions.” 8. F. 


Kent, O., Dec. 10, 1887. 

Mr. EprroR: Allow me to say to Mr. Hoffman, of Geor- 
gia, and Mr. Vogler, of Home City, that, while they seem to 
take offense at my article of September 28th, and think me 
opposed to Freethought, and more especially to free speech, I 
do say that I am opposed to such freedom of speech as they 
advocate, and I am glad we hav men of more solid thought 
to control our country. One of them says if ** I knew more 
about the men who died in Chicago on the 11th of Novem- 
ber," etc., I would not talk as Ido. While this may be true 
—and I wish I knew more—I wil say I know as much as 
either of them, who think me so ignorant, as I was in Chi- 
cago during the strike and the Haymarket trouble, and tried 
to learn all I could as to the true inwardness of the question 
then being agitated ; also, I hav read pro and con since that 
time. Sy 

Mr. Hoffman says the right of free speech has no limit; if 
you put bounds to it, it is no longer free. I will leave this 
question for the calm consideration of more solid Freethink- 
ers, and only suggest that there must be a limit to everything 
to make it useful. Fire and water, two of our most useful 
elements when our servants, are the most destructiv when 
our masters. 

As for capital punishment, I said nothing in my article 
referred to indicativ of my personal views on the subject. 
As long as capital punishment is the law of a state, criminals 
must be punished by that law, and anything I might say 
against the law could not change it. I am opposed to such 
law. : 

He also infers that I think all will be well in the sweet by 
and bye. Not so, brother, for I know nothing of such a 
time, and a wrong once done can never be undone. But 
haste often makes waste. I am no more in love with relig- 
ious superstitions than you, but we hav many great and good 
men who believe and love their old Bible fables, and we are 
bound to respect them with their belief, or we cannot ask 
the same of them. f 

I am sorry to hear Friend Hoffman talk as he does of our 
policemen, as we put them into office to protect our lives 
and our property, and should stand by them when they need 
help. Iam sorry to see them in the control of the church, 
88 they should enforce justice only. If you condemn our 
policemen, who keep peace, what do you think of men who 
advocate no law to make peace? What freedom would 
there be foran unprotected female, were there no law or 
officers to protect her? 

To Mr. Vogler I will say that I am a reader of Taz TRUTH 
SEEKER and like it very much, although its Editors and I do 
not agree on all questions, and am also a reader of several 
other periodicals and an occasional copy of Lucifer, and in 
them I find many good and valuable thoughts; also many 
that I cannot accept. 

He also says, ** Mr. Swan, come out. here on these cheap 
lands,” etc. Why, bless your ignorance, I lived seven years 
in Kansas, from 1878 all through the grasshopper years, and 


think it a beautiful country, and that it has some as good. 


people as liv. I am sorry you hav a railroad so near you, 
for were it not so, you could draw the products of your farm 
hundreds of miles to market, buy coal and team it home free 
of cost, and I advise that you do so now and not pay the 
monopolies one cent. While you in the West are crying, 
* High rates on transportation!” to the East, our Eastern 
farmers are growling because the rates are so low. They 
can't compete with you, and their farms hav depreciated 
forty per cent in value. If it were in my power to please 
you both, I would do it. On the whole, gentlemen, I think 
you are throwing stones at the horse you would catch in the 
pasture, for I cannot see how you are going to revolutionize 
our country for the benefit of the poor man by the course 
you are pursuing. Themajority must rule, and the majority 
of our American citizens feel proud to think they liv in 
America. 

No one is more willing to tolerate free speech than I, until 
it is carricd so far as to jeopardize the welfare of our country 
and individual rights. When a man says, Hats off, to those 
who claimed to be Anarchists and hurrahed for Anarchy on 
the gallows, and then says he is not an Anarchist, 1 think he 
would best either chew his gum or take it from his mouth. 
I hav just read the editorial on the trial of John Most, and I 
heartily approve of what is said, so you see I am not entirely 
dumb to the opinion of others. I will gladly giv counte- 


ple, and especially to the poor man. but cannot condemn the 
best government on earth because I see some laws I do not 
like. It is utterly impossible for any country to make laws 
to please everyone, and especially those who wish no law. 

Our government givs freedom to the foreigners; givs them 
land, a home, and a chance to help make our laws. Why 
growl because everything. is not to your liking? Iam for 
the Nine Demands of Liberalism, and will do all I can by - 
peaceable means to get them. I think we are gaining 
ground. Our churches are becoming more Liberal, and free 
discussion is the spirit of the day. Let Freethinkers dis- 
cuss, while the churches pray. 

- Yours for the best mutual interests of mankind, 
A. D. Swan. 


f Ders Mornzs, Ia., Dec. 1, 1887. 
` Mr. Eprror: The people of Des Moires hav again received 
the benefit of & series of able lectures on Liberalism, this 
time at the instauce of Dr. J. L. York, whose name has be- 
come & household word by reason of his vigorous efforts 
here. But to-day he started for the West, his next point 
being that of Denver, Col. We miss him already. We pass 
the entrance of the hall, we climb the stony steps perchance, 
and see the vacant rostrum. It is a sad sight. 

I would that every man and woman, endowed with reason 
and intelligence enough to grasp the scientific truths that he 
advances, would, candidly and honestly, listen to the doctor's 
lecture on ‘Evolution or Creation— Which ?" and, were it 
possible for such men and women to lay aside their preju- 
dice and receive the profound reasonings of which his mind 
is a fountain, people would withdraw support from church 
and creed, and, instead of having the idle tales of ignorant 
pratilers preached in aimless dashes from their pulpits, we 
would replace the undeserving structure by education and re- 
form. 

As one of our Des Moines Liberals, I must say that I am 
proud, very proud, of the able lectures that hav been given 
us by Dr. York. He is what would seem to some of our 
Christian friends, perhaps, a little too radical or outspoken. 
But the spirit of earnest desire to please his hearers which 
in every instance characterizes his efforts givs the candid 
thinker no room for any shock at the boldness of his expres- 
sion. They simply ask themselvs whether or not the old 
man has told the truth. Consequently, the audience giv ex- 
pression to their degree of satisfaction by frequent applause 
and continued attentivness. At each of his lectures here he 
held the audience with increased interest and enthusiasm for 
over two hours. But occasionally he was interrupted by the 
Christian ** flip-loppers," who naturally would fill up quicker 
than the rest, and prance out of the hall. However, we got 
along just as well without them. One old woman told me 
that the reason she left the hall on Sunday evening was that 
she didn’t like to attend such places on Sunday, but that if 
it had been any other day, she would attend. I informed 
her that the doctor would giv another lecture on Monday 
evening.. He did, but the old lady didn’t come. She went 
to the bull-fight. 

The quaint delivery, the clear, deep voice and ringing 
tone, the earnestness of his efforts, the pleasing address, the 
refined but blunt expression, the logical arrangement of his 
thoughts, the powerful magnetism, his art of mimicry, and 
his desire to do good, are only a few of the extraordinary 
qualifications that are brought together to form the noted 
personage that we are proud to own as **the Ingersoll of the 
West.” i 

The weather was very cold and disagreeable, but the fact 
that we had larger audiences than we usually see at our Lib- 
era] meetings here goes to prove that the good seed scattered 
in Des Moines by dur noble friend and co-worker, Charles B. 
Reynolds, is bearing us a rich harvest. It is hardly time 
yet to reap the harvest of Dr. York. But the fact that steps 
were taken at his lectures to organize an Independent or Lib- 
eral Sunday-school and Childrens’ Progressiv Lyceum be- 
speak for us a good result. from the efforts of the doctor. 

I earnestly hope that the appointments which hav been 
filled by Dr. York, and those which are yet to come, may 
prove as beneficial to humanity as hav his efforts here. He 
has inspired us with a new hope. He has bettered the 
channel of our thinking. He has transplanted the thinking 
minds of our city to a new sphere. And, above all, he has 
given us the cause for a resolution to strive to do good in 
every way possible. Indeed, I never before so truly realized 
the benefits of mental freedom, and the pure happiness that 
comes from a knowledge of the truth, as eloquently explained 
by Dr. York. 

I hope that everywhere he may go he may open the eyes 
of the people, and awaken their sleeping talent which now 
is smothering within the walls of ignorance and superstition. 

The doctor and his better half were entertained at the pleas- 
ant home of D. H. Cross and wife, and every effort upon 
their part, as well as our other Liberal friends of Des Moines, 
has bcen extended to make it & pleasant sojourn for them 
here. We can but hope, therefore, that he has left our city 
with as good an impression of us as we hav formed of him. 


And I voice the sentiments of the greater portion of his 
large andiences here when I say that he has given our cause 
a mighty push onward. And our best widhes follow him to 
the end of all his efforts. WARNER LovELL. 
P.S.—In reply to the many pleasant responses I hav re- 
ceived from Liberals all over the country, as n result of a 
former letter to Tug Trorn SsEKER, I would say, in addition 
to the personal attention 1 hav devoted to each one of these 
encouraging epistles, that I am very thankful to find so many. 
warm friends in a field wherein I am a comparativ stranger. 
And I am glad that I càn come out upon as pure a platform 
and put my name under as pure a motto as Tas TRUTH 
Szxkzn, and hope that it may be the means of ioformipg my 
acquaintances that I am decidedly a Liberal, the opinions 
formed from reading some of my previous writings notwith- 
standing. Liberals, lam always pleased to hear from you, 
and shall giv your communications due attention. W. L. 
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| Children’s Qorner. 


Edited by Miss Susan H. Wrxon, Fall 
River, Mass., to whom all Communications for 
this Corner should be sent. 


“ Between the dark and the daylight, 
When the night is beginning to lower, 
` Comes a pause in the day's occupations 
That is known as the Children’s Hour.” 


Our: Pet. 


I know a pretty pussy 
And she is Very wise. 

Her name is Mistress Zaidee 
And she has yellow eyes. 


Her fur is soft and silky, 
The prettiest silver-gray ; 
There’s not a white hair in it, 

She's perfect in her way. 


She is so shy and cunning 
And hides away so well, 

That she wears a pretty collar 
With a little silver bill. 


She'll hide behind the table, 
She'll sit up in a chair, 

But when you turn to catch her 
She is no longer there. 


When it is her bed-time 
She's quiet as a mouse, 
' And hides in some dark corner 
While you search the whole house. 


She'll not move a muscle, 

Though you call her by the hour, 
But a tinkle soon betrays her 

And she's quickly in your power. 


Then she lays her pretty ears back 
And shakes her dainty head ; 

Scolding and sometimes scratching 
As you take her off to bed. 


She is 80 cross and fnnny,; 
I'm sure that you would smile, 
But she’s the nicest pussy 
You will find for many a mile. 
—A, M. H. 
1 


The Snow Angel. 


The sleigh-bells danced that winter night; 

Old Brattleboro rang with glee ; 

The windows overflowed with light; 

Joy ruled each hearth and Christmas tree ; 
But to one the bells and mirth were naught; 
His soul with deeper joy was fraught. 

He waited till the guests were gone ; 

He waited to dream his dream alone; 

And the night wore on. 


Alone he stands in the silent night ; 
He piles the snow in the village square; 
With spade for a chisel, a statue white 
From the crystal quarry rises fair. 
No light, save the stars, to guide his hand, 
But the image obeys his soul's command. 
The sky is draped in a fleecy lawn, 
The stars grow pale in the early dawn, 
But the lad toils on. 


And lo! in the morn the people came 
To gaze at the wondrous vision there; 
And they called it ** The Angel,” divining its name, 
For it came in silence and unaware. 
It seemed no moral hand had wrought 
The uplifted face of prayerful thought : 
But ita features wasted beneath the sun : 
Its life went out ere the day was done ; 
And the lad dreamed on. 


And his dream was this : In the years to be 
I will carve the angel in lasting stone ; 
In another land, beyond the sea, ` 
I will toil in darkness, will dream alone; 
While others sleep I will find a way 
Up through the night to the light of day. 
There’s nothing desired beneath star or sun 
Which patient genius has not won. 
And the boy toiled on. 


The years go by. He has wrought by might; 
He has gained renown in the land of art : 
But the thought inspired that Christmas night 
Still kept its place in the sculptor’s heart; 
And the dream of the boy, that melted away 
In the light of the sun that winter day, 
Is embodied at last in enduring stone,’ 
Snow angel in marble~his purpose won; 
As the man toils on. 
— Wallace Bruce. 


Prize Essay. 
WHY I AM A LIBERAL. 


I. Iam a Liberal because, as I understand 
it, Liberalism may be called the religion of 
Nature. It teaches obedience to natural law, 
and maintains that each individual must suffer 
the consequences of his or her own actions, 
and that the penalty for each and every viola- 
tion of the laws of Nature must be paid not 
by an innocent being, but by the violators of 
the law themselvs. 

II. That form of religion known as Chris- 
tianity claims to be a divine revelation, but 
furnishes no proof toesupport the claim, ana 
the pages of history inform us that it has 
always been a cruel persecutor of those who 
dissented from its views. Catholics and Prot- 
estants hav frequently persecuted each other 
with extreme cruelty, and some Protestant 
sects hav tortured and put to death members 
of other Protestant sects for upholding oppos- 
ing creeds. Liberalism has never persecuted 
anyone for being against its views, but allows 
the utmost freedom of thought and expres- 

-sjon of opinion on all subjects whatever. 


III. Liberalism knows nothing of super- 
naturalism, because the sublimest truths and 
grandest discoveries hav been found by scien- 
tific men within the domain of the natural. 
Nature forms the hills and the valleys, the 
lakes and the rivers, the seas and the oceans; 
and, in fact, everything in the boundless uni- 
verse, from the unseen atom to the ponderous 
globe revolving in space, is alike subject to 
natural law. : 

IV. It was not by means of a supernatural 
revelation that Copernicus discovered his 
system of astronomy; it was not a heavenly 
messenger that informed Bruno of a plurality 
of worlds, and Galileo obtained no divine aid 
in the invention of his telescope, with which 
he viewed the starry heavens; but it was 
believers of a professed divine revelation who 

tortured and put to death in the most horrible 
manner thdse noble men for teaching the 
great truths of nature, the results of their 
own discoveries and investigations. 
Marearet Corvin (age 13 years). 
Omaha, Neb. 
[Winning prize of $2.—E». C. C.] 
9-9 9 — — —— 


The Story of a Handkerchief. 


It was on a cold winter eve the night be- 
fore Christmas when along through the rush- 
ing streets of one of our great lake cities a 
tall young man overloaded with packages 
was running to catch the street-car, which 
alreadyjwas in motion, to get home. Home! 
He had no home, as he was a foreigner, but 
his boarding-house, where he had been living 
for nearly two years. | 

Christmas eve! Whoever has been alone 
in a foreign country, without friends or rela- 
tivs, can imagin the feeling of our hero who 
will play the main part in this story. But he 
was going to hav Christmas, too, and so he 
bought some orangés and other little things. 
for a few little friends he had and a book for 
the lady of the house he was boarding with. 
There was still something, perhaps a stranger 
could not hav made out, he was carefully 
holding when sitting in the car. It was all 
wrapped up in paper, and seemed to be 
breakable, as he handled it very carefully. 

It was no work of art; it was only a pict- 
ure of an Indian camp, made by himself out 
of scrap-pictures, moss, etc., but it was made 
out of friendship, for two little girls nine and 
ten years of age. After he arrived at the 
house, he put his things up and then sat 
down near the warm grate and recalled his 
past. He thought of a little housé far in the 
east, in Europe, on the barren coast of the 
wild sea, where he was born. He thought of 
the time when he was a boy and going to 
school, and at Christmas getting presents 
from his parents and friends. He then 
thought of the incident that had occurred and 
the time he became an Infidel, and the day 
he left his home and country to hav peace and 
to worship his own religion, the Religion of 
Science and Truth; of the time when his 
mother bade him good-bye, and the time he 
landed on foreign soil without having a per- 
son he knew in the other country. He did 
not pray to God to giv him luck, nor did he 
ask Jesus to help him along; no, he simply 
trusted himself and depended his future on 
his hands and brain. All this he realized, 
and then a tear touched the paper he was 
writing on—a letter to his mother. He had 
no Christmas. Nobody would giv him some- 
thing, as he expected, and so he went up to 
his room and went to bed to forget for a 
night that perhaps nevermore should he.see 
his dear old mother's face again on a Christ- 
mas day. ` 

It was noon the next day when he came 
home to dinner after having done some shop- 


| ping, and when the dear little girls I spoke of 


before went to his chair and handed him a 
little package, containing a common little 
handkerchief. It is not the value of an arti- 
clethat is given; it isthe way it is presented. 
And so this little handkerchief, worth only a 
few cents or a dime, made him more happy 
than any valuable piece of jewelry or a check 
on a bank could hav done. A tear again was 
in his eye, but this time a tear of joy. Yes, 
he had friends, too, and if he even had no 


place he could really call his home, he knew |. 


now that he would always find somebody 
that would care a little for him, and when 
Christmas comes again he perhaps will hav 
somebody again that will make him a present 
and make him forget that there is no place 
like home—especially on Christmas eve. The 
handkerchief he did not use, but he took & 
piece of silk paper and wrapped it up and 
laid it away for another time, to show per- 
haps toa friend who feels downhearted and 
illustrate how little things can make a per- 
son happy, 


But, you children who may read this, you 
may take the lesson out of it that you should 
each exert all the favor you can, that you 
may never forget how happy you are in your 
youth, and: how thankful you ought to be to 
your parents for all the good things they are 
giving you, and if you meet a person you 
think is in need of something, if only a kind 
word or smile, or if a poor tramp comes to 


your back-door and asks you for a cup of | 


coffee or bread, oh, don’t send him away. 
Ninety-nine may be guilty of not being will- 
ing to work, and just that one you send away 
perhaps would hav done any kind of work 
before going out to beg. Be kind to every- 
one, and don't let one feel that you are better 
offjthan he is. Unotz Lovis. 


A Brave Marquis. 

From an old history of Delaware we gather 
the story of a young French nobleman, which 
may interest our readers: 

Among the French aristocrats who escaped 
the guillotin, in the days when it was a 
crime to hav been born with a title, was the 
Marquise de Sourcy, who fled to England, 
and thence to this country, with her son, a 
boy of fourteen. Her husband having been 
executed, this boy, Pierre, inherited the title; 
estates there were none. à 

His mother ‘landed penniless in Wilming- 
ton, Del., and found refuge in a little cabin 
on Sixth street. The influential people of the 
town called on Madam de Sourcy, and offered 
her aid. Many houses were opened to her, 
but Pierre refused all help. 

“We are poor, but not beggars,” he said 
proudly. '*I hav hands. I will support my 
mother." i - 

He had no profession, trade, or capital. In 
the garden attached to their cottage grew a 
gourd vine. He cut the smaller gourds, and 
made of them boxes, which he stained and 
decorated with black figures, drawn en sil- 
houet. These boxes sold rapidly at high 
prices. He then invented an ice-boat, which 
drew large crowds to the banks of Christiana 
creek, when it was frozen over. 

There the young marquis was waiting with 
toy boats which he had made forsale. When 


pring came, he had several small dateauz |. 


ready to dispose of. E 

In the garden, he raised poultry and vege- 
tables enough to supply his mother's table. 

Two years passed. Pierre had wider am- 
bitions. He built, after many failures, a boat 
so large that in it he was able to cross the 
Delaware, and to bring from New Jersey 
sand, which he sold for building purposes. 
He had from this a steady income, and began 
tolook with contempt on his toy boxes and 
boats. 

But one day the poor little marquis, 
weighted with his cargo of sand, was over- 
taken by a storm on the Delaware, his boat 
was capsized, and he was drowned within 
sight of his home. His mother sank under 
her trouble, and died the next day. 

They were buried together in the old 
Swedes' churchyard; and the grave is still 
shown- to strangers of the little nobleman 
who played his part in the. world, in the 
midst of cruel misery and pain, more bravely, 
perhaps, than any of his ancestors.—Our 
Own Paper. 


t 
Nursery Rhyme Interpreted. 


Here is a nursery rhyme I should like to 
draw attention to—one in common use in 
Cornwall—which is certainly of great antiq- 
uity, and has cven the reputation of being of 
Druidical origin. It runs as follows: 

Ena, mena, mona, mite, 

Pasca, laura, bona, bite, 

Eggs, butter, cheese, bread, 
- Btick, 8tock, stone, dead. 

The first two lines are said to be a phonetic 
representation of the incantations performed 
by the Druids before the immolation of their 
victims; the third has reference to the fatten- 
ing process to which the victims were sub- 
jected in anticipation of their immolation, 
and the fourth of course shows the ordinary 
mode of immolation to hav been either by 
beating them to death with sticks or stoning 
them with stones.—JVYotes and Queries. . 

ali ER 

A aoop mother undertook a little religious 
instruction among her children on Sunday, 
and began to read the parable of the sower. 
A little six-year-old girl promptly interrupted 
with: ‘‘ That’s a chestnut, mamma! "That's 
a chestnut! I’ve heard it in Sunday-school 


lots of times."— Taunton Gazette. 
— —9-$-9— — —— — 


Wuen one thinks of the real agony one has 
gone through in consequence of false teach- 
ing, it makes human nature angry with the 
teachers who hav added to the bitterness of 
life.— General Gordon, 


Correspondence. 


Denver, Cor., Dec. 17, 1887. 
Dear Miss Wixon: Received the $1 yester- 
day for essay, ‘‘ Why I am a Liberal.” No, 
I hav never received Mr. Cozine's prize. 
money. He probably thought he did not get 
his money's worth, and perhaps he didn't. 
Very truly, Laura STEWART. 


. PrrrsBuRan, Pa., Dec. 15, 1887. 
Miss WixoN, Dear Madam : I received your 
letter and inclosed postal-note this morning, 
from which I learn that my essay on ** Why I 
Am a Liberal" has taken the first prize. Ac- 
cept my thanks for your compliment, and the 
assurance that I will strive to mend the fault 
you hav observed. The Corner will probably 
hear from me in January. Closing, I remain, 

Yours truly, Gzo. H. SEIBEL. 


SoaNDiA, KAN., Dec. 18, 1887. 
Drar Miss Wixon: I thought I would 
write a few lines for Tar TRUTH SEEKER. I 
go to school every day. I went the first 
three months of our school, and got a prize. 
The prize was a box of writing-paper, with a 
flower on the top of the paper.. I wish some 
of the members of the Children’s Corner 
would write to me. Iam eleven years old. I 
hav two sisters and one brother. I wrote to 
Aunt Elmina some time ago, but hav not 
seen it in the Investigator yet. Please excuse 

bad writing. From your friend. 
Luiz De TAYLOR. 


OxaBA, NEB., Dec. 11, 1887. 

Dear Miss Wixon: It is quite a long time 
since I wrote to the Children’s Corner. I go 
to school every day. I am in the sixth grade. 
My teacher’s name is Miss Fannie Maxwell; 
she is very kind. The Salvation Army has 
been arrested once. A lady friend of ours 
went down to their hall one night with a 
Methodist lady, and when they asked her 
whether or not she believed in God, after 
some little parley she said, ‘‘ Prove to me 
that I hav a soul, and I will join.” But they 
could not, so she is a Liberal yet. 

Papa is a true Liberal. There is a Presby- 
terian church next door to us. Sometimes 
I go there with a little girl, a friend, and it 
makes me go to sleep. Rev. Harsha is the 
minister. Iam learning the song, ‘‘ There's 
One More River to Cross,” and a piece, ** The 
Children's Hour.” i 

Iam twelve years old, and would like to 
hav some correspondents about my own age. 
As my letter is getting almost too long— 

Yours with love, Maaa GRIFFITH. 


Wednesday, Dec. 14, 287. 

Dzar Miss Wixon: My father has taken 
Tut TRUTH SEEKER fora long time; and I 
hav often thought of writing to the Children's 
Corner, but as yet never hav. Dut I hav 
heard ‘‘it is better late than never,” so I 
thought I would defer writing no longer. 

Iam going to school now. My two sisters 
go also. e hav as teacher a kind and con- 
siderate lady, Miss Stella Jackson by name. 
I disobey but one school law, and that is the 
repzating of the Lord's Prayer. Each scholar 
is expected to stand, look sanctimonious, and 
repeat it. But as for myself, I must say I can 
scarcely endure to hear it every morning 
during an entire term of school, much less 
repeat it. We are also expected to sin 
gospel hymns. Some of the hymns are, 
think, worth singing, and convey to one 
much that is very instructiv and pleasant to 
think of. When these are sung, I generally 
join in the singing of them. 

The church-going people of our vicinity 
are too poor to build a church in which 
to worship, so our school-house is used for a 
church; and, from the appearance of the 
several scholars’ desks and books on Monday 
morning, one has a right to conclude that all 
do not go for the express purpose of worship. 
All this causes the scholars to grow very 
much disgusted at times. 

My brother, my sisters, and myself can 
always find a more profitable way in which 
to spend our time than in going to a country 
church, where there is not even good singing 
to listen to. 

I will close, as I fear I am writing too long 
a letter to see it in print. 

: With best wishes to the Children's Corner, 
I remain, Your friend, 
Maune MoNTAaUE Morrison. 
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(Concluded from page 887.) 
has put this burden on your young life simply that 
you may suffer and be strong. I would help you 
gladly, but I do not wish to defeat the plans of your 
almighty friend?" You can reason one way, but 
you would act the other. 

I agree with you that work is good, that struggle 
_is essential; that men are made manly by contending 
with each other and with the forces of nature; but 
there is a point beyond which struggle does not 
make character; there is a point at which struggle 
becomes failure. 

Can you conceive of an “almighty friend” deform- 
ing his children because he loves them? Did he 
allow the innocent to languish in dungeons because 
he was their friend? Did he allow the noble to 
perish upon the scaffold, the great and the self-deny- 
ing to be burnt at the stake, because he had the 
power to save? Was he restrained by love? Did 
this “almighty friend” allow millions of his children 


to be enslaved to the end that “the splendor of virtue. 


might hav a dark background ?%”. You insist that 
“suffering patiently borne is a means of the greatest 
elevation of character and in the end of the highest 
enjoyment.” Do you not then see that your 


- “almighty friend" has been unjust to the happy— 


that he is cruel to those whom we call the fortunate 
—that he is indifferent to the men who do not suffer 
—that he leaves all the happy and prosperous and 


joyous without character, and that in the end, accord- 


ing to your doctrin, they are the losers? 


But, after all, there is no need of arguing this 
There is one fact that destroys 
forever your theory—and that is the fact that mill- 
ions upom millions die in infancy. Where do they 
What opportunity is 
1 Let us 
admit that we do not know. Let us say that the 


question further. 


get “elevation of character ?” 
given to them to.“suffer and be strong ?" 


mysteries of life, of good and evil, of joy and pain, 


hav never been explained. Is character of no impor- 
How is it possible for angels, 
living in “a child’s picture,” to “suffer and be 
Do you not see that, according to your 
philosophy, only the damned can grow great—only 


tance in heaven ? 
stroug ?” 


the lost can become sublime ? 


You do not seem to understand what I say with 
When 
that philosophy is accepted, of course there will be 
good in the world, there will be evil, there will still 
That which 
What is 
That which tends to the misery, or tends to 
What is 
right? The best thing to be done under the circum- 
stances—that is to say, the thing that will increase 
or preserve the happiness of man. What is wrong? 


regard to what I call the higher philosophy. 


be right and wrong. What is good? 
tends to the happiness of sentient beings. 
evil ? 
lessen the happiness, of sentient beings. 


That which tends to the misery of man. i 


What you call liberty, choice, morality, respon- 
sibility, bav nothing whatever to do with this. There 
is no difference between necessity and liberty. He 
What is the founda- 

tion of his choice? What we really mean by liberty 
_is freedom from personal dictation—we do not wish 
To us the 
-nature of things does not seem to be a master— 


who is free, acts from choice. 


to be controled by the will of others. 


Nature has no will. 


Society has the right to protect itself by imprison- 
ing those who prey upon its interests; but it has no 
right to punish. It may hav the right to destroy the 
life of one dangerous to the community; but what 


' has freedom to do with this? Do you kill the poi- 
sonous serpent because he knew better than to bite? 
Do you chain a wild beast because he is morally 
responsible? Do you not think that the criminal 
deserves the pity of the virtuous ? 

I was looking forward to the time when the 


individual might feel justified—when the convict 


who had worn the garment of disgrace might know 
and feel that he had acted as he must. 

There is an old Hindoo prayer to which I call your 
attention: “ Hav mercy, God, upon the vicious ; thou 


hast already had mercy upon the just by making 


them just." 

Is it not possible that we may find that everything 
has been necessarily produced? This, of course, 
would end in the justification of men. Is not that a 
.&desirablething? Is it not possible that intelligence 
may at last raise the human race to that sublime an 
philosophic hight ? 

You insist, however, that this is Calvinism. I take 
it for granted that you understand Calvinism—but 
let me tell you what it is. Calvinism asserts that 
man does as he must, and that, notwithstanding this 
fact, he is responsible for what he does—that is to 
say, for what he is compelled to do—that is to say, 
for what God does with him; and that, for doing 
that which he must, an infinit God, who compelled 
him to do it, is justified in punishing the man in 
eternal fire; this, not because the man ought to be 
damned, but simply for the glory of God. 

Starting from the same declaration, that man does 
as he must, I reach the conclusion that we shall 
finally perceive in this fact justification for every 
individual. And yet you see no difference between 
my doctrin and Calvinism. You insist that damna- 
tion and justification are substantially the same; and 


yet the difference is as great as human language can 
express. 


You call the justification of all the world 
“the gospel of despair,” and the damnation of nearly 
all the human race the “consolation of religion.” 
After all, my dear friend, do you not see that when 
you come to speak of that which is really good, you 
are compelled to describe your ideal human being? 
It is the human in Christ, and only the human, that 
you, by any possibility, can understand. You speak 
of one who was born among the poor, who went 
about doing good, who sympathized with those who 
suffered. You hav described, not only one, but many 
millions of the human race. Millions of others hav 
carried light to those sitting in darkness; millions 
and millions hav taken children in their arms; mill- 
ions hav wept that those they loved. might smile. 
No language can express the goodness, the heroism, 
the patience, and self-denial of the many millions, 
dead and living, who hav preserved in the family of 
man the jewels of the heart. You hav clad one being 
in all the virtues of the race, in all the attributes of 
gentleness, patience, goodness, and love, and yet that 
being, according to the New Testament, had to his 
character another side. True, he said, “Come unto 
me and I will giv you rest ;” but what did he say to 
those who failed to come? You pour out your whole 
heart in thankfulness to this one man who suffered 
for the right, while I thank not only this one, but all 
the rest. My heart goes out ¢o all the great, the self- 
denying, and the good—to the founders of nations, 


singers of songs, builders of homes; to the invent- 
ors, to the artists who hav filled the world with 
beauty, to the composers of music, to the soldiers of 
the right, to the makers of mirth, to honest men, and 


to all the loving mothers of the race. 


Compare, for one moment, all that the savior did, 
all the pain and suffering that he relieved; compare 
Compare 
your prophets with the inventors, your apostles with 


all this with the discovery of anesthetigs. 
the Keplers, the Humboldts, and the Darwins. 


I belong to the great church that holds the world 
within its starlit aisles; that claims the great and 
good of every race and clime; that finds with joy the 
grain of gold in every creed, and floods with light 


and love the germs of good in every soul. 


Most men are provincial, narrow, one-sided, only 
partially devoloped. In anew country we often see 
8 little patch of land, a clearing in which the pioneer 
This little clearing is just large 
enough to support a family, and the remainder of the 
farm is still forest, in which snakes crawl and wild 
beasts occasionally crouch. It is thus with the brain 
of the average man. There is a little clearing, a lit- 
tle patch, just large enough to practice medicin with, 
or sell goods, or practice law, or preach with, or to 
do some kind of business, sufficient to obtain bread 
and food and shelter for a family, while all the rest 
of the brain is covered with primeval forest, in which 
lie coiled the serpents of superstition and from which 


has built his cabin. 


spring the wild beasts of orthodox religion. 


Neither in the interest of truth, nor for the benefit 
of man, is it necessary to assert what we do not 
know. No cause is great enough to demand a sacri- 
The mysteries of life and death, of 


fice of candor. 
good and evil, hav never yet been solved. 


I combat those only who, knowing nothing of the 
future, prophesy an eternity of pain—those only who 
. 80w the seeds of fear in the hearts of men—those 
only who poison all the springs of life, and seat a 


skeleton at every feast. 


Let us banish the shriveled hags of superstition ; 
let us welcome the beautiful daughters of truth and 


joy. Rosrrt G. INGERSOLL. 


C. B. Reynolds on His Western Tour. 


Liperat, Mo.—Al1 Liberals are natural kickers, and 
Their 
independence of character -makes them prompt to 
resist anything like dictation, and to regard with 
contempt any theory that does not commend itself 
to their reason, or that cannot pass the ordeal of 
Each and all who invested in 
Liberal had their own peculiar notions of just what 


more or less cranks—i.e., advanced thinkers. 


rigid investigation. 


a Liberal town should be, and how to make it so. 
Each and all wanted their own way, and were more 


or less impatient at the mere suggestion of any 


other. No wonder, then, that Liberal has passed 
through many serious dissensions and sad tribula- 
tions! It was very necessary that the various speci- 
mens of ore thus promiscuously thrown together 
should be tested. This has been done, and all are 
rejoicing to discover the pure metal far exceeds the 
dross, although for a time each to the other seemed 
a mass of rough, jagged edges, that was sure to cut 
and lacerate all who did not handle them most 
cautiously. Having now passed through the crusher, 
the genuin metal greatly preponderates, and there is 
a glad admission of the many excellent qualities of 
each other. 

Liberal is now on the direct road to progress and 
permanent prosperity. Very handsome stone build- 
ings are being erected in the place of the frame 
shanties first put up. A general spirit of enterprise 


prevails that only needs centering in the right chan- 
nel to insure most rapid growth and brilliant future. 
There are now two main lines of railroad running 
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through the town, and in a few months there will be 
a third, making Liberal a railroad center. 


Liberal is not the place for a poor man. There i8 
at present no industria] enterprise, no manufactories, 
nothing to giv employment to the laboring classes. 
Liberal is just the most desirable of places for people 
with a few thousand dollars to go make a home, and 
invest their money, and inevitably grow wealthy with 
the progress of the place. The best business men of 
the town are now fully aroused to the need of 
establishing manufactories. A stock company will 
shortly be formed that cannot fail to wonderfully en- 
hance the value of every acre of land for miles around 
Liberal in every direction, and giv constant employ- 
ment to hundreds of operativs—women as well as 
men. Everything is favorable for the enterprise. 
All the residents of Liberal will be enabled to partic- 
ipate, and success is assured, because the spirit of 
true Liberalism is now prevalent. All realize that 
mutual concessions, mutual forbearance, and mutual 
kindness will insure mutual prosperity. 

I enjoyed a delightsome visit. How could it be 


‘otherwise with such a host of congenial spirits—real, 


genuin Liberals? I enjoyed the hospitality of the 
genial, jolly Charles Webb, and his good wife, who 
are devoted to Liberal and Liberalism. The Women’s 
Freethought Educational Union gave a supper and 
reception at the Universal Mental Liberty Hall in 
honor of my advent, on Saturday evening, Dec. 10th. 
The newly organized brass band discoursed cheering 
melodies. Prof. M. D. Leahy made a most earnest 
and eloquent address. Several of the university 
scholars gave admirable recitations, and all enjoyed 
a glorious, good time. The financial proceeds were 
devoted to the university. I hope every local Sec- 
ular Union will speedily organize & kindred society 
of its own ladies, and help on the noble work of 
affording to the children of Liberals—members of 
their local Union, who cannot afford the expense of 
sending their children to college—the advantages 
of a course at. the Freethought University, thus help- 
ing members of their own home society, as well as the 
university. For full particulars address Mrs. L. H. 
Greeley, corresponding secretary Women’s Free- 
thought Educational Union, Liberal, Mo. 

I delivered two lectures at the Universal Mental 
Liberty Hall on December 11th and 12th. The 
American Idea—and a very excellent Idea it is, and 
one to be cordially welcomed by every Liberal inter- 
ested in the Freethought University—said of my 
lectures: * Mr. Reynolds is such a representativ of 
the great cause of Liberalism as must necessarily ca)l 
forth the support and admiration of every earnest 
Liberal, and command the respect of every fair- 
minded Christian. His lecture on ‘Lifes Duties,’ 
delivered Sunday night, was a treasury of the richest 
food for thought, and cannot fail to make better 
everyone who hears it. It teaches a high, pure, 
practical Liberalism that must commend itself to 
Christian. and Infidel alike. His lecture, ‘Why I 
Left the Pulpit,’ is touching and instructiv, and 
bespeaks the genuinness of the man. His visit here 
is an occurrence long to be remembered by every 
citizen of Liberal.” 

I am preparing an article on the Freethought 
University, and hope to find time to forward it next 


week. C. B. REYNOLDS. 
e 


W. F. Jamieson has just closed a very successful course of 
lectures in Alamosa, Col., five nights and Sunday afternoon, 
to increasing audiences. The Alamosa people gave him a 
cordial welcome. He is engaged to giv a series of six lectures 
in Salida, Col., Jan. 20th, 21st, 22nd, 23d, and 24th, and 
will lecture in towns adjacent to Salida, and throughout 
Colorado, during the months of Febuary and March. Address 
him at Monte Vista, Col. 


E. A. STEVENS writes: ‘' If there is any one person to whom 
the Chicago Freethinkers feel indebted more than another— 
for years of patient, arduous unpaid toil and talent freely 
contributed—that person is Mrs. M. A. Freeman. And 
among its brilliant host of lecturers, few can fill a house like 
our eloquent vice-president, and none is so general a favorit. 
As Mrs. Freeman is going to make the Liberal lecture-field 
her future life-work, and is to start about February 1st 
through Iowa, having secured engagements at the following 
places: Fayette county, Shenandoah, Charles City, Perry, 
Leon, Ottumwa, Rockport, Mo.; Helena, Neb., those who 
wish to hear this brilliant lady lecture should address her 
immediatcly—all those on or near these places especially.” 

—— M 


The Privileged Choir. 
From the Chicago Tribune. 

* And now,” said the parson, at the close of his sermon, 
* I will ask all those in the congregation who are endeavor- 
ing to lead a better life, or who desire or expect ever to do 
so, to remain a few moments after the benediction has been 
pronounced. Members of the choir,” added the good man, 
looking benignantly in the direction of the organ as he spoke, 
“ are also cordially invited to remain.” 

———— — —9-$-9— ———— 
How the Clergyman Became Tired. 
From Truth. . 

Tammas walked home with the minister after service last 
Sunday, and the latter complained of exhaustion. 

** Tired out, eh ?" said Tammas. : 

* Yes,” sighed the reverend, ‘‘ completely done. up, men- 
tally and physically. I actually strained my back getting up 
this morning’s sermon.” : 

** Oh," said Tammas, musingly, ‘‘ you must be very near 
the bottom of the barrel." : 
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Mormon Property Seized. 
From ihe Sequatohee Sun, Jasper, Tenn. 

United States Marshal Dyer, as receiver of 
church property, seized all personal property 
in the temple block and tithing-office. This 
property is claimed by Angus Cannon, presi- 
dent. This estate was turned over to.him 
before the passage of the law.—Salt Lake 
City Dispatch. : j 

We are not a Mormon, nor a friend to the 
Mormons, yet we are in favor of strictly 

. carrying out the Constitwtion of the United 
States, having served in the army nearly 
three years in order to preserve the Con- 
stitution in its purity. We can remember 
the time when a Methodist circuit rider was 
not looked upon with any more favor than 
the Mormons are now. Meeting-houses were 
closed against them, and they held their 
meetings in private dwellings or in the open 
air. It has not been many ycars since the 
Pilgrim fathers landed on this continent exiles 
on account of religious persecution. They 
had not been on the continent long before 
they began to persecute those who differed 
with them religiously; they even went so far 
as to hang the heretics. We are opposed to 
persecutions of any kind on account of polit- 
ical or religious opinions. The act of Con- 
gress authorizing the confiscation and seizure 
of Mormon property is an outrage upon our 
constitutional liberties that will hav a bad 
effect, and will react upon the peopie in the 
near future in such a manner as will shatter 
the foundations of our social system. It is 
no argument to say that the Mormons hav 
violated the proprieties of social life by hav- 
ing a plurality of wives. According to their 
law they had. no illegitimate children, or 
women ostracized on account of lost virtue. 
How is it in our monogamic society? Look 
around and you can see upon every hand the 
work of the seducers in our fallen women and 
illegitimate children. Canting hypocrits cry 
out against the Mormons, and turn around 
and destroy the happiness of their next-door 
neighbor’s daughter. And, according to num- 
bers, preachers seduce more women than any 
other class. You can scarcely pick up a 
paper that has not a scandal in which a 
preacher is mixed up with some other man’s 
wife or daughter. And, while his crime is 
condoned, the poor woman is kicked out of 
decent society, and pushed from pillar to post 
until she ends her days by suicide or in the 
poor-house, and is buried in the potter's field. 
The scoundrelly preacher stil] holds his place 
as pastor of the fold, and is permitted to 
enter society as if no innocent girl or wife 
had been duped by his villainy. Seeing 
that we practice that which we persecute the 
Mormons for, and leave our victims to battle 
through life against the sneers and perse- 
cutions of those who are more fortunate, we 
think it would be better to attend to our own 
business, and let the Mormons do the same, 
lest a reaction should set in that would knock 
the props from under our own rotten and 
corrupt institutions. 

Consistency is said to be a great jewel. 
Are we consistent in persecuting the Mor- 
mons for what is practiced and perpetrated 
under our own noses? Sweep before your 
own door, and let him that is without sin 
throw rocks at the Mormon church. Wipe 
out the filthy, vulgar passages in the Bible 
from which the Mormons as well as yourselvs 
claim to found your several doctrins, and giv | 
the rising generation a decent book to guide 
their course through life, before you cry out 
against those who are guilty of no worse 
crimes than you practice yourself, and are 
taught in your Bible. 

——— 93-99 — — —— 
Religioh in the Schools. 
From the Evening Post of November 24th. 

Sır: Under the head of ‘ Religious Opin. 
ion,” in your Jast Saturday’s paper, is an ar- 
ticle from the Observer (Presbyterian), from 
which I extract the following: ‘“ The Roman 
Catholicauthorities are now fighting the [pub 
lic) schools with a vigor and ingenuity worthy 
of the darkest ages. They seek to break up 
our [schoc]] system, by asking for a portion 
of the public money to use in educating chil. 
dren in their own way." 

Who is responsible for this? I answer, the 
very church, and those allied to it by a com- 
mon, Protestant, orthodox faith, which is rep- 
resented by the Observer itself. 

Anyone familiar with the history of the 
question of the Bible in the public schools 
knows that it has been an agitated one for half 
a century ; and why? Because the Protestant 
church (being in the majority) persisted in 
inculcating the Protestant version of the Chris- 
tian religion in the minds of the pupils of the 
public schools, against which the Roman Cath. 
olic church with equal persistence has ** pro- 


had the Roman church (if it had been in the 
majority) persisted in inculcating its version 
of the Christian religion. 


the Roman Catholics hav "struck!" They 
hav tried in vain to hav the ‘ê bone of conten- 
tion" (the Protestant Bible) taken from the 
public schools, and to hav secular instruction 
only permitted. Failing in this, they now 
ask, as a matter of right, that as the state 
contributes to the support of schools where 
the Protestant religion is inculcated, it should 
also contribute to the support of schools 
where the Roman Catholic religion is taught. 

If our school system is destroyed, if the prin- 
ciple of secular education is abandoned, if 
these nurseries of citizenship are broken up, 
the Protestant church must be held answer- 
able for the calamity which will ensue. 

While I thus speak of the Protestant church 
as a whole, I must make exceptions in favor 
of the liberal-minded members of that church 
whose zeal for their religion has been tem- 
pered with justice—who, while tenaciously 
adhering to what they believe to be true in 
their religious teachings, deny, from princi- 
ple, the right of any church to intrude itself 
into any of the departments of the state. If 
the advice of such Christians of the Protest- 
ant church as the Rev. Drs. Shipman of the 
Episcopal, Crosby of the Presbyterian, King 
of the Methodist, Tiffany of the Baptist 
church, had been taken, no Protestant, or 
Roman Catholic, or any other religious book 
would be allowed in our public schools, and 
consequently the present attempt to ‘‘ break 
up our schoo] system” would be without its 
inciting cause. 

There has been a change of sentiment and 
a rapid growth in favor of the views here ex- 
pressed. Dr. J. G. Holland was willing to 
“ confess to a change of conviction on the 
matter of the compulsory reading of the 
Bible in the public schools. It is to the Cath- 
olic, Jew, and Atheist, a grievance, a hard- 
ship, an oppression.” The Independent re- 
cently said: ‘‘If the religious views of some 
form of paganism were to be taught by the 
state, and believers in the religion of the 
Bible were to be taxed, these believers would 
complain bitterly and justly. The principle, 
however, is the same, no matter what relig- 
ions views are incorporated into a system of 
popular education at the public expense.” 
The rector of Christ church in this city has 
said that ‘‘ Protestants are wrong in claiming 
aright to hav the Bible read [in the public 
schools],” and relegates religious education 
** where it properly belongs, to the family and 
the Church.” A writer in a daily paper re- 
cently said: ** Our public schools were found- 
ed for the purpose of making intelligent citi- 
zens, and not to talk about the saving of 
souls.” 

But What does the law say on this subject? 
I quote therefrom: ** No school shall be enti- 
tled to receive any portion of the school 
money in which the tenets of any Christian or 
other religious sect shall be taught, inculeated, 
or practiced." 

Ought not that to besufficient either to stop 
appropriations for the schools or take the 
Bible from them? If so, I ask, which shall 
it be? H. M. T. 
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tested," as they ‘had a right to, and as the 
Protestant church would, of course, hav done 


The consequence | 
of this persistence of the Protestants is that 
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pers, or trying to induce the Deity to under- 

take & crusade of one against the Colorado 
beetle !? . Price, 10 cents. 


Spirituali sm: Is Ita Faith or a Fact? 
rice, 5 cents. 


Do You Love Jesus? Price, 5 cents. 
America’s Debt to Thomas Paine. 


Price, 5 cents. i 
Is Liberalism Moral? Price, 5 cents. 


A Holy Superstition., Price, 5 cents. 
The Workingmau's Religion. 5 cts. 
Temperance and the Bible. 5 cents. 


Free Religion ; or, the Religious De- 
- mand of To-day. Price,5 cents, 
The Brute God of the Old Testament. 
Price, 5 cents. 
The Resurrection of Jesus Not 
Proved. Price, 5 cents. 


The Public Schoo s and the Catholic 
Church. Price, 5 cents. 


" . 
Very Cheap Pamphlets. 
Oo 
We hav on hand alarge number of the following 
of COLONEL INGERSOLL'3 pamph'ets, which 
will be disposed of at cost, as fol ows: 


Ingersoll Catechised: 


His Answers to a Number of Vital Questions Pro- 
pounded by the Editor of the * San Franciscan 3” 
singly, 3 cents; per dozen, 30 cents; per hundred, 


$2.00. 
ORTHODOXY. 


A lecture, fifty-four closely printed large 12mo 
Pages, 10 cents; fifteen, $1; and $6 per hundred. 


Civil Rights Speech. 


Including the address of Frederick D^uglas, fifty- 
three-large octavo pages, singly, 10 cents; fifteen 
for $1; aad $6 prr hundred. 
Tae Truth of Historr. 

This is a comment by Colonel Ingersoll apen 
the religious lies that hav been told about him- 
self, and first made its appearance in these col- 
umns. Price 3 cents; 30 cents per dozen; $2 per 
hundred. 


BIBLE IDOLATRY. 
A letter Colonel Ingersoll wrote to the editor of | 
the London “Secular Review.” Price 3 cents; 30 
cents per doz., or $2 per hundred. 


INGERSOLL ON McGLYNN. 
Being the comments and opinions of Mr. Inger- 
soll upon the fight in the Catholic church between 
the late pastor of St. Stephen’s and his employer, 
the pope. Price 3 cents; 30 cents per doz., or $2 
per hundred. : 

We suggest that these be purchased in quanti- 
ties, and given away to Christians, and 1t is with 
that not unreasonable expcctation that the rrices 
hav been placed 80 low. ` 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 
28 La:ayette Pl., New York. 


S. P. Putnam's Works. 


The Problem of the Universe, and 
Its Scientific Solution, with some Oriticisms of 
Universology. Price, 20 cts. 


Waifs and Wanderings, a New Ameri- 
can Story. Price, cloth, $1.00; paper, 50 cts. 
** A prose epic of the war, righ with incident 
and dramatic power ; breezy from first page to 
last with the living spirit of to-day."—Jonhn 
Swinton's Paper. 


Ingersoll and Jesus. A conversation 
in rhyme between the Nineteenth Century In. 
fidel and the.Galilean Reformer, wherein it is 
shown there is much in harmony between 
them. Price, 10 cts. i 


Golden Throne, a Romance. 


author certainly has geuius. The divine crea- 
tiv spark is within him. Thebook1s filled witk 
manly thoughts, expressed in manly words— 
the transcriptof a manly mind. Every Liberal 
should read Golden Throne.’ "—INGERSOLL. 


Prometheus. A poem. “It is crammed 


with life, thought, and profound emotion, 
poured forth, it seems to mə, with extraordi- 
nary beauty.”—Dr. HENRY W. BELLows. $1. 


Gottlieb, His Life. A Romance of 


Earth, Heaven, and Hell. Price 25 cents. 


Why Don’t He Lend a Hand? and 


other Agnostic Poems. Price, 10 cts. 


Adami and Heva. A Poetic version 


version of the Indian Story of the Garden of 
Eden, in which its superiority to the mutilated 
copy—the Genesis legend—is shown. Price 10 


cents. ; 
For all of the above address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER OC. 


NEW EDITION, 


The Secret of the East, 


oR, : 
TheOrigin of the Christian Religion 
and the Significance of its — 
Rise and Decline. 


BY FELIX L. OSWALD. 


Price, $1.00. For sale at this office. 


* The. 


Mottoes for Freethinkers. 


We hav received a supply of illuminated motto 
cards, which we offer for sale. These mottoes are 
intended to take the place of the '* God-bless-our- 
home” placards which disfigure the walls of so 
many houses. They are printed on heavy card- 
board, 9 inches by 221-2. The motto is in black, 
with colored borders, with an illuminated mono- 
gram of U. M. L. The following are the various 
readings: 2 


: THE LIVING HAV A RIGHT TO CONTROL 
: THE WORLD. 


FREE THOUGHT WILL G: 


H THE 8CHOOL-HOUSE IS MY CATHEDRAL. 


: THE TIME TO BE HAPPY I8 NOW, 
: AND THE PLACE TO BE HAPPY I8 HERE. 


: NEVER TROUBLE TROUBLE 
TILL TROUBLE TROUBLES YOU. 


H THE WORLD I8 MY COUNTRY; 
H TO DO GOOD MY RELIGION. 
H A 


The price of each of the foregoing is 25 cents. 

For Freethought societies there is a large card 
22 x 15inches, printed in colors, with an engraved 
heading, containing the Nine Demands of Liber- 
alism. Framed it makes a splendid ornament for 
the lecture-rooms of Liberal societies. Price, 80 
cents. Any of these will be sent postpaid, securely 
wrapped, on receipt of price. 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


Our Flag Above the Cros s. 


This device is for 
paper and envel- 
opes for Secular 
Unions and others. 


PRICES: 


Half-note, bl'kink, 
per quire, . .18 
Envelopes, black 
ink, per pack; .18 
Paper or envelopes 
with local ad- 
dress, 1,000, $6.00 
M Half-note, colors; 
per quire; .85 
Envelopes,4 colors, 
per pack, . .25 
Paper or envelopes 
4 colors, with Jo- 
cal address, per - 
1,000, . . $10.00 


Address 
The Truth Seeker, 


COPYRIGHTED. 


Any profit from sales will be devoted to the free . 
distribution of Liberal literature. : 


RATIONAL COMMUNISM. 


The Present and the Future 
Republic of North America 


BY A CAPITALIST. 


A book advocating associate life as a remedy for 
poverty, Vice, and crime. It deals with the present 
conditions of society in this country, pointing out 
their imperfections, and showing how it is almost 
impossible that the people should be other than 
Poor and vicious under our present system. The 
remedy, the author thinks. is in communal life, 
and he has drawn a vivid picture of the future 
Republic of North America, as it will be when 
society shall be organized on the principles of 
Rational Communism. The book is vigorously 
and interestingly written. 


Paper,50c; cioth, $1. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


BOOKS ON MEDICAL AND SOCIAL 


SUBJECTS : 


PLAIN HOME TALK AND MEDICAL COM- 
MON SENSE. By Dr. E. B. Foote. In one hand-. 
some 12me volume of nearly 1,000 pages, fully 
illustrated. Cloth, 3.25—in English or German 
A new cheap edition at only 1.50. d 


SCIENCE IN STORY; or, Sammy Tubbs, the 
Boy Doctor, and Sponsie, the Troublesome Monkey. 
By Dr. E. B. Foote. Five volumes, at$1 each, or $5 
per set; or five volumes in one for $2. 

SEXUAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR THE YOUNG. 
250 pages, illustrated and eloth bound. (The fifth 
volume of “Sciencein Btory.") 50 cents. 


.HAND-BOOK of Health Hints and Ready Re- 
cipes. A valuable reference pamphlet of 128 pages 
By Dr. Foote. 2 cents. 

SANITARY-SCIENCE SERIES (Dime Pam- 
phlets). By Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., viz.: “ Bacteria 
in their Relation to Disease,” representing the germ 
theory, advocating personal and public hygiene 
and opposing vaccination; “Health in the Sun- 
beam,” considering the blue-glass cure—of value 
to sick and well. By mail, 10 cents each. 

HEREDITY (Books and Pamphlets). “The Law 
of Heredity,” by Prof. Brooks, 336 pager, cloth 
bound, $2; “Heredity,” by Loring Moody, 159 
pages, cloth, 75cents; * The Law of Heredity,” by 
F. H. Marsh, 10 cents; “The Alphabet of the 
HumanTemperaments,” with illustrations, by Dr. 
E. B. Foote, 10 cents; * Generation before Regen- 
eration,” by Dr. E. B. Foote, Jr., 10 cents; ‘ Re- 
1 orts of Conventions and Parlor Meetings during 
1882 10 cents; “Third Annual Convention of the 
Institute of Heredity,May 29, 1883,” 10 cents, 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
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Ingersolls Works. 


The Gods. Paper, 50 cts; cloth, $1. 
In five lectures, comprising, “The Gods," 
* Humboldt," ** '"homaa Paine,” “ Individual- 
ity,” and “Heretics and Heresies.” 

The Ghosts. Paper, 50 cts ; cloth, 1.25. 
Contents: “'The Ghosts," “Liberty for Man, 
Woman, and Ohild,” * The Declaration of In- 
dependence,” “About Farming in Illinois," 
“The Grant Banquet," “The Rev. Alexander 
lark,” “The Past Rises before Me Like & 
Dream,” and ** A Tribute to Ebon C. Ingersoll." 


Some Mistakes of Moses. Paper, 50cta; 
cloth: $1.25. 


Interviews on Talmage. Paper, 50cts; 
plain cloth, $1.25. 


What Must We Do to Be Saved? Pa- 


. per, 25 cents. $m 
The Christian Religion. By R. G. 
Ingersoll Judge Jeremiah S. Black, and Prof. 


George F. Fisher. Paper. 50 cents; cloth, $1. ` 

Orthodoxy. 56 pages, 12mo, paper, 

10 cents. $1.00 per doz. post-paid. Printed in 

large, clear type, and containing as much as 

goa id be delivered in two ordinary lectures: 

his makes & grand missionary document. 
Liberals should scatter it generously. am 


Ingersoll Catéchised: His Answers to 
: & Number of Vital Questions Propounded by 
the editor of thie. m Franciscan, 5 cents; 50 
cents per dozen: 25 copies, $1; 100 i k 
Millions of these should be circulated.” 


. Vindication of Thomas Paine from 


the attacks of the New York Observer, by Rob- 
. ert G. Ingersoll. Price, 15 cents. eee 


Address on the Civil Rights Bill. 
Large size octavo: paper, 10 cents. 
Ingersoll’s Lectures Complete. 
ound in one yolume, To meet the demand 
for Mr, Ingersoll’s works, the publisher has had 
all his lectures, except the latest on “ Ortho- 
dor bound in. one beautiful volume, in half 
oalf, library style, and containing over 1,300 
. Pages, which is sold at the exceedingly low 
price of $5. Bent by mail postpaid. 
Tributes. There hav been so many 
applications for Mr. Ingersoll’s ‘The Vision 
of War," the “Grant Banquet Toast,” and 
the recent address over nF ittle Harry Mil- 
ler's Grave," that they hav been 


rinted on 
heavy toned paper, 18x22, illuminated border, 
and in large, clear types suitable for framing, 
and the three will be forwarded to any address, 
for 4) ots, or either one for 15 cts. ` ` 
This 


Prose Poems and Selections. 
It is a model in every re- 


new book is & gem. 
Bpeot.. In fact, one of the richest, brightest, 
. best ever issued. It contains, besides the cel- 
ebrated “ Decoration Day Oration,” never be- 
fore published, and all the famous * tributes ” 
heretofore printed in varions shapes, but never 
brought together till now, many other gems, 
. Selected from the speeches, arguments, lect- 
ures, letters, table-talks, and day-to-day con- 
yersations of the author. The work is designed 
for and will be accepted by admiring friends as 
a rare personal souvenir, To help it serve this 
urpose, a fine steel portrait, with autograph 
AG simile, has been prepared especially for it. 
ce, in silk cloth, beveled edges, gilt back 
and side, $2.50; in half calf, mottled edges, ele- 
gant library style, 4.50; in Turkey mo- 
. Fooco; gilt, exquisitly fine, 7.50; in full tree 
, calf, highest possible style and finish, $9. —— 
Life. Prose Poem. Printed in 
eolors on board, beveled gilt edges. 50 cents. 


Photographs of Colonel Ingersoll. 


boudoir, $1, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


p ] li | | 
| 
A thorough and overwhelming reply to the New 
York Ovserver’s slanderous attacks 
upon the Author-Hero of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Containing 


both the slanders and 
their refutation. 


BY ROBERT G. INGERSOLL. 
—— 


The New York Observer (Presbyterian) having 
recently reissued its assault upon the memory of 
Paine, this pamphlet should be circulated every- 
Where in vindication, 


TOGETHER WITH 


A ROMAN CATHOLIC CANARD. 


A Fabricated Account of a Scene at the Death- 
bed of Thomas Paine. 


BY W. H. BURR. 


This pamphlet shows that the account of Paine’s 
dying moments attributed to Bishop Fenwick 
(upon which the Observer relies to prove its princi- 
‘pal charges) is a forgery, it being impossible that 
Fenwick could hav written the alleged account. 


W8pp. ' Price 16 cents. 

THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 
THE CONFESSIONAL: 
ROMISH AND ANGLICAN. 

An Hrposé. 
By SALADIN. Price, 30 cents, 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 


IS THE COD OF ISRAEL 
THE TRUE COD? 


Address 


The Narrativ of the Five Books of Moses, |. 


Joshua, and Judges, and the 
New Testament. 


By Israel W. Groh. 
Price 25 cents. Address 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO 


SEND POSTAL to Leftwich Bros. and Curtis, 
Florence, Ala., for description of cheap land in 
the Sunny South. 1y45 


Col. Kelso’s Works. 


The Bible Analyzed. “For Sledge- 


Spiritualism Sustained. This work 


INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT 


By JOHN WILLIAM DRAPER, M.D., LL.D. 


Natural and Scientific Methods of 


12mo0, 160 pp. - wow ow 


THE 


AND SQUARE. 


Touch and Workmanship. 


GRAND, UPRIGHT 


Unrivaled in Tone, 


No 


FACTORY & WAREROOMS, 


P | 
Cor. 87th E SO Third AY 


€ 
e 
New York. 
SOCIAL WEALTH. 


The Sole Factors and Hract Ratios in Iis 
Acquirement and Apportionment. 
By J.-K. INGALLS. 
Price, Cloth, - - $* 00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 
28 Lafayette Place, New York. 


PERSONAL EXISTENCE AFTER 


DEATH IMPROBABLE. 
By L. R. SMITH. 
Pamphlet, 82pp., 12mo, - Price, 10 cents. 
Published and for sale by © j 
THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


THE NEW GOD. 


BY SAMUEL P. PUTNAM, 
Secretary of the American Secular Union. 


Price 10 cents. . 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER COMPANY. 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS OF THE 
i BIBLE. 


A perfectly reliable, acourate pamphlet. Though 
anonymous, itis now known to be the work of W. 
H. Boar; one of our ablest correspondents. More 
than 30,000 copies hav been Sold. Price, 15 cenis, 
$1.00 For sale at this office. . : 


BINDER for THE TRUTH SEEKER 


=z | For the benefit of our read- 
i| Lers who preserve their papers 
|we offer a new style of hinder, 


hammer Logic unsurpassed.” 
silk cloth, $3. 


Deity Analyzed and the Devil’s De- 
fense. A thorough analysis of the 


claims for the existence of the Bible deity, and 
an examination in verse of the charges gener- 
ally brought against his Satanic majesty. 
12mo, 466pD., 1.50. 


8vo., 833pp., 


goes not so far to sustain Spiritualism as to 
show that Christians are inconsistent in deny- 
ing the alleged truths of that philosophy. 
Cloth, 12mo, 245pp., $1. j 


HISTORY 


Of Europe. 


Revised Edition—2 vols—Price. $3. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


HOW TO STRENCTHEN 
THE MEMORY; 


oR, 


Never Forgetting. 
By M.-L. HOLBROOK, M.D. . 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO., 


28 Latayette Pl., New York. 


MOSES BEFORE THE COURT; 


OR, 


The Forgery of the Old Testament. 
Dedieated to the clergy 


The m 
Hanoy i 
BindeR| 


i} }CRUTH SEEKER printed | 
a et oid letters on the outside. 
—SÀ 24 Chis binder allows the open- 
ing of bbe papers perfectly fiat. It also allows the 


BY taking out ana replacing of 0na or more papers 
from any part of the file without disturbing the 
H. J. SEIGNEURET, other parts. . . 
Becularist. Sent by mail. portpsid, for *1. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER, 


Price, E - a E 10 cents. 28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


THIRD EDITION. 


BIBLE MYTHS, 


AND THEIR PARALLELS IN OTHER RELIGIONS: 
. BEING A 
Comparison of the Old and New Testament Myths and Miracles with these 
of Heathen Nations of Antiqnity, 
CONSIDERING ALSO THEIR ORIGIN AND MEANING. 
` WITH NUMEROUS ILLUSTRATIONS. 


[Pre-Christian Crosses, from Ancient Monuments.] 


From the dawn of organized Paganism in the Eastern 
world, to the final establishment of Christianity in the West, 
the cross was one ofthe commonest and most sacred of sym- 

. bolical monuments. Diversified forms of the symbol are 
delineated more or less artistically, according to the progress 
achieved in civilization at the period, on the ruined walls of 
temples and palaces, on natural rocks and sepulchral galler- 
ies, on the hoariest monoliths and the rudest statuary. Of 
the several varieties of the cross still in vogue, as national 
and ecclesiastical emblems, there is not one amongst them 
the existence of which may not be traced to the remotest 
antiquity. Brste Myrus shows this. 


1 Vol. Svo., cloth, about 600 Pages. Price, $2.50. 
Sent post-paid by the TRUTH SEEKER. 


PHILADELPHIA LIBERAL LEAGUE, 257 


meets every Sunday in Industrial Hall, Broad and 
Wood sts., at 2:30 and 7:30 p.m. for lectures and 
free discussions on religious and social questionr. 
Able speakers interest the audience, N.B.—Truth 
Seeker publications always on hand at cheap rates 


BACON AND SHAKSPERE. 


Proof that Wm. Shakspere could not write. 
The Sonnets written by Francis Bacon to the Earl 
of Essex and his bride, A.D., 1590. By WM. HENRY . 

URR. Price, 25 centa. For sale at this office. 


WHO WANTS THEM? 


Pair Diamond Eardrops worth $400 for $280; do. 
250 for #150; do. $120 for $80; do. $60 for 345; do. 
$40 for $28; 1 Diamond Pin. worth $325, for $220; 
do. $180 sor $135 ; do. $150 for $110; do. $100 for 465; 
do. $65 for $45; do. $38 tor $28. 1 Ring or Studd 
worth $185 fur $140; do. $150 tor $110: do. $9U for 
$65; do. $65 for $45; do. $50 for 435. A full line of 
smaller Diamond Goods same discounts. WILL 
REFUND CASH IN FULL FOR ANY OF TBE ABOVE AT 
ANY TIME DUBING ONE YEAR IP NOT SATIS#ATORY, 
Best " Howard” Watch, Eiegant Diamond-set 
case, worth $300 for 1220; similar $200 for $150; do. 
$150 for $110. Ladies’ Watch, 50 Diamonds, worth 
$200, for $150; do Diamonds and Rubies, +140 tor 
$100; do. $100 for $70. A full line of regular styles, 
equally low. Wedding Rings a specialty. Cab- 
inet Organs worth $150 for $75: do. $100 for $50 
Music Box, 10 aire, $32. worth $45; do. $98; do. B. 
ans. $18 worth #25, 100 Plush and Leather Albums, 
largest nize, 31 to $10, nearly half price. 100 Plush 
Touet, Jewelry, Manicure, Shaving, and Child's 
& tg, $1 to $15, game reductions, Best Triple 
Plated Knives $3 50; Forks $3 50 per dozen. Triple 
plated Tea-+pcons £1.50; "abie-spoons $3 40 per 6. 
Best Spectacie or Eye-Glass $1. Pebbles $2, Gold 
i6and #7 (Send line of finest print you can read 
plainly at 14 mches and I can fit yon). Iam an 
expert in my hne—your home jeweler mnst hav 30 
to 50 per cent profit—I will serve you honestly and 
giv you the advantage of my | ng experience for 
5 to 10 per cent. OTTO WETTSTEIN, 


Rochelle, Ill. 


PAINE'S AGE OF REASON. 


The Greatest of all Anti-Bibli- 
eal Works. 
By THOMAS PAINE, 
“The Author-Hero of the Revolution." 
Price, Single Copies, oe Six copies for 


THE CRISIS. 
By Thomas Paine. 


Speaking of this work in connection with the 
proposed independence of America from Great 
Britain, Washington wrote: “A few more such 
flaming arguments . . . will not leave num. 
bers at a loss to decide on the propriety of a sepa- 
ration.” 

Price, 35 cents, 


For either of these works or any 


of Paine: 
writings, Address THE TRUT. ER 


SEEKER. 


VOLTAIRES ROMANCES, 


CONTENTS: 

The White Bull: A Satirical Romance.— Zadig 
or Fate.—The Sage and the Atheist.—The Princess 
of Babylon.—The Man of Forty Crowus. The 
Huron; or, the Pupil of Nature.—Micromegas,— 
The World as it Goes.—The Black and the White. 
—Memnom the Philosopher. Andres Des Touches 
at Siam.—The Study of Nature.—A Conversation 
With a Chinese.—Plato's Dream.—A Pleasure ir 
Having No Pleasure.—An Adventure in India. 


: Handsome 12mo. 448 pa With 6% 
engravings. Price, cloth, beveled boards, $1.50; pa- 
Per covers, $1. Half calf or half morocco, marbled 
edges; $4.00. 


Address THE TRUTH SEEKER OO. 

' THE 
CONVENTIONAL LIES OF OUR 
CIVILIZATION. 

From the German of MAX NORDAU, 
'BEVENTH EDITION. 
Price, 50 cents. 
Address THE TRUTH SEEKER CO. 


es. laid paper. 


WORKS OF O. B, WHITFORD, M.D. 


Christianity a. Reward for Crime. 


Authenticated by the Bible. 


Paper; 12mo, 29 pages, = - - 10c. 


BIBLE FABRICATIONS REFUTED, 
And Its Errors Exposed. 


Paper; 12mo, 47 pages; - - - 15 


Origin of the Christian Bible. 


Paper, 12mo, 95 pages, 250. 


A Masonic Vindication of Rihgt. 
A Protest Against Persecution. 
Paper, 12mo, 36 pages; - =- =- = 

Address THE TRUTH SEEKER. 

28 Lafayette Pl., New York. 


5c. 
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Hews of the Week. 


ALARM has prevailed in maritim circles for 

' some days over the loss of a huge lumber 

raft in that part of the Atlantic forming the 

ocean way of most European steamship lines, 

where it would be extremely likely to cause 
many collisions and wrecks. 


Ex-SEORETARY OF THE 


THE TRUTH SEEKER, DECEMBER 31, 1887. 


THE ORDER OF CREATION 


Gladstone, o, Haxioy, imuMers 
Linton, Reville. 
On the Conflict between Genesis and Geology. 
OONTENTS: 
I. Dawn of Creation and of Worship. By Hon. 
, Gladstone, 


Ii. The ‘Interpreters of Genesis and theInter- 
rsof Nature. By Prof. T. H. Huxley. 
HI. Postscript to Solar Myths. By Prof. Max 


to Genesis : A Plea for a F 
Iv. Proom, to s epos iamen i air Trial. 


Oreation. An Answer to Mr. < l 
V. Dam of albert Reville, DD, lad 


Reville, 


VI. Mr Gladstone and Genesis. By Prof. T. H. 


uxley. 
VII. A Protest anda Plea. By Mrs. E. Lynn Lin- 


8 i ew book and contains the latest disons- 
sion on the mistakes of Moses. The names of the 
participants are a guarantee of its able character. : 


Price, paper, 5 cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


TRUTH SEEKER OO., 
Tag 28 Lafayette PL.New York. 


Gems of Ghonght. 


Waen told that twice two make four, that two 
halves are équal to a whole, that a part ja legs than 
the whole,we are compelled to believe it, because 
itis sustained by evidence and ourown experience; 
and we conld not doubt it if we tried. But to be- 
lieve without evidence, to accept without investi- 
gation, to admit apparent impoasibilities without a 
vestige of proof, is not a virtue ; it is not conduciv 
to morality. Strange and unnatural things should 

not be believed until unmis~ 


takable evidence is forth- 


Terasury Mannine died 


on the 24th. 


coming.—D. M. Bennett, 


‘THE government is 
moving toward a 
strengthening of our 
coast defenses. 


fSEvEROoPEAN scientists 
` hay discovered the bacil- 

lus of cancer, aud are 

experimenting with it. 


Amone the immense 
number of Christmas 
presents the pope has 
received from the faith- 
ful are 50,000 bottles of 
champagne. 


On the 21st, an acci- 
dental discharge of 14,000 
gallons of naphtha into a 
sewer of Rochester, 
N. Y., and its explosion, 
caused.the loss of several 
lives. 


Tux advocates and the 
enemies of easy divorce 
continue to agitate the 
question and struggle for 
the support of laws favor- 
ing their respectiv sides 
here and in England. 


Tux authorities in Tre- : 
land continue to make 
arrests ‘of whoever wants 
Home Rule, of whoever i 
wants land reform, and, 
in short, of whoever 
wants anything that they don't wish him 
to hàv. 

AnouT 40,000 employees of the Reading, 
Pa., railroad struck on the 24th. 

Tux Socialists in the German parliament 
sternly oppose the war measures and ask for 
international peace and movements toward 
a universal brotherhood of man. 

AN attempt to make a little honest retrench- 
ment in the expenses of the Boston custom- 
house is meeting with furious indignation 
from the circles benefiting by the maladmin- 
istration. 

Lare discoveries expose the deepest cor- 
ruption inthe London public boards. Unsafe 
buildings are passed by inspectors through 
bribery, and blackmail is levied wherever 
practicable. 


A very extensiv movement to organize the 
working-women of this city is in progress. 
The revelations made of the long hours, 
meager wages, and sufferings of sewing 
women are shocking. 


Ir is reported, perhaps with questionable 


` accuracy, that the Knights of Labor hav 


diminished from 723,000 in October of last 
year, 500,000 last July, and 800,000 last Octo- 
ber, to 200,000 to-day. 


Tue Federation of Labor at its recent con- 
vention favored the making of eight hours 
‘a day's work, and recommends that each 
trade work for reductions of hours until thie 
eight-hour day is reached. , 


From reports of the workings of what is 
called the ** green goods swindle,” by which 
city sharpers advertise and sell to countrymen 
pretended counterfeit money, we obtain the 
sad information that among the would-be 
purchasers of bad notes the most prominent 
class is that of deacons of country churches. 


De. Gariine has.invented another gun, 
which he calls the “ Police gun,” and which 
is designed for use in riots. It is brass, 
weighs 78 pounds, is mounted on a tripod 
with a universal joint, works very much 
like the Gatling gun, and will deliver one 
thousand shots a minute in any direction— 

' sideways, up, or down. 

From the reports of John L. Sullivan's tri- 
umphal progress through England and Scot- 
land, setting forth the flattering attentions, 
private interviews, and elegantly inscribed 
and costly presents tendered him by the 
prince of Wales and other dignitaries, may 
be obtained edifying ideas of the pursuits to 
which those ornaments of the English nation 
devote their time. 


Tovar it is nota direct 


^ Aartiele of the Christian sys- 
., tem, that this world is the . 
“whole of the habitable cre~ . 
ation, yet ‘it is so, worked - 
up therewith from what ig 
called the Mosaic’ account 
of the creation, the story of ` 
Eve and the apple, and the 
counterpart of that story, 
the death of the son of God, 
‘that to believe otherwise 
that ia, to beliéve: that God 


created a plurality’ of 
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worlds, at least ag numer- 

ous as what we call’ stars— 

renders the Christian gys- 

tem of faith at once: little 

and ridicnlons, and scatters 

it in the miud like feathers 

in the air. The two beliefs - 
cannot be held together in 

the same mind; and he who 

thinks that he believes both, ` 
has ‘thought but little of 

either.—Paine’s Age of Rea- 

son. m 


` Foster not the hostili-- 


the world, its mythical and 

legendary supernatural.. 

isms, but rather its far sim-.. 

pler and grander agreé- 
' ments, its universal moral 


instincts, its brotherly sym» 


pathies. Teach lessons of 
universel application, uni- 


AN ISRAELITISH 


EXPRESS 


versàly appreciated, uni- 
versally needed, Teach the 


TRAIN. 


And they laded their asses with the corn, and departed thence.—Gen. xlii, 26. 


Odds and Ends, 


AN oculist doesn't want an eye for an eye, anda 
dentist doesn’t want a tooth for a tooth. They 
want dollars. 


Provp father: “I believe, my dear, that that 
baby knows as much as I do.” Mother (gazing at 
the infant) : ** Yes, poor little fellow.” 


JORKINS : “That’s a good move of Comstock's 
io put an end to nudity in the park." Barker: 
“How so?” Jorkins : ** He's arrested the bear." 


Bosron mamma: *'You.mustn't speak of your 
legs, Flossie, when you hav company. It isn’t 
polite.” Flossie: *'What should I say, mamma— 
drumsticks ?" . 


Lona-HAIRED man (to bartender) : * Can I leave 
& few tracts in here, my friend?” Bartender: 
“Yeg, you can leave a few tracks in here, and I 
want the toes to point toward the door.” 


Brown : “ What makes you look go sleepy all the 
time, Robinson ? You ought to get to bed earlier.” 
Robinson (yawning): “I know I ought, but to tell 
the truth, Brown, I'm courting a widow.” 


Or» Curistmas (to children blowing horns): 
“You young imps! Why do yon disturb a holy- 
day this way?" Chorus of small boys: * Yah, 
yah, old fossil! We spell it holiday now.” 


A DRUGGIST, who thought that a drachm 
Was equal in weight to a lachmb, 

When charged by the boss 

For cansing a loss, : 
Replied, ** I don't care a dachmn.” 


Youne Mr. Sissy (on board of the Fleetwing): 
“Yesh, Miss Maude, thish is a (hic) centerboard 
yacht, Didn’t you (hic) know that?” Miss Mande: 
* No, I was under the impression that it is a side- 
board yacht.” 


Youxa man (to jeweler): ** You can onlyallow m me 
five dollars for the ring?” Jeweler: “ That’s all.” 
Young man :'* But you charged me fifteen for it 
& month ago.” Jeweler: “Exactly.” Yonng man 
(sadly): ' Well, giv me the five dollars. Is'pose I 
TA to be thankful that I got the ring back at 
& (T 


A MINISTER of Farmington, Me., after preaching 
a sermon of great length, died from exhaustion. 
This should be a warning to ministers who are in 
the habit of preaching long sermons. Usually the 
congregation suffer the most, but there are times 
when the minister takes a dose of his own med- 
icin. 


HusBAND (to wife): “Do you believe in the the- 
ory that the greatness of a father often proves a 
stumbling-block to the advancement of his son in 
life?” Wife: “I certainly do. Thahk heaven, 
John, our boy will never be handicapped in that 
way. But what are you looking for, my dear?” 
Husband: “ My hat.” 


* 

EnmcLi8H eulogists of American deceased come 
high, but it seems that we must hav them. The 
terms of an eminent divine, recently in this coun- 
try, are said to be as follows: Simple exposition 
of deceased's career, with an appropriate moral 
deduced therefrom, £150; landatory sermon, ex- 
horting the hearers to follow iu the footsteps of 
deceased, accompanied by tears, £200; all-wool- 


! and-yard-wide praise, with complete dissolution 


of speaker in grief for the departed, with tearing 
of hair, rending of garments, and other accesso- 
ries, ag desired, .£300-500.—L/e. 


“Spraxina of mushrooms and toadstools, gen- 
tlemen,” chimed in Dumley, “ a friend of mine not. 
long ago gathered a quantity of what he supposed 
were mushrooms and took 'em home. His wife! 
cooked 'em, and the whole family ate heartily of 
'em." “Anddid they all die?" inquired the crowd, 
very mnch shocked. ‘No, they happened to be 
mushrooms, you see,” replied Dumley, with a far- 
away look in his eyes, “but it was a narrow 
escape.” 


TuE occasional contributor dropped into the 
sanctum wearily, Seated at the desk was a: 
beetle-browed tramp printer. “Are you the mule 
editor?” softly inquired the visiting contributor., 
* Nay,” answered the apparition, poising a proot- 
slip in his delicately discolored digits; "Iam the 
calf editor. Do you wish to be edited ?” 


* Can't you say something pleasant to me 2” said 
a husband to his wife as he was about to start for 
his office, They had had a little quarrel, and he 
was willing to “make it up." “Ah, John," re- 
sponded the penitent lady, throwing her arms 
around his neck, "forgiv my foolishness. We 
were both in the wrong. And don't forget the 
baby’s shoes, dear, and the ton of coal, and we are 
out of potatoes; and John, love, you must leave 
me some money for the gas man.” 


“ Last Sabbath, themembers of the Bible class, - 
says a Montana paper, ** made & very neat and ap- 
propriate present to their pastor, Elder Bniff, of a 
handsome siungshot, extra weight, covered with 
elegant stamped leather, to be used as a paper 
weight in his study. The good man was quite 
overcome by the unexpectedness of the gift, as 
wellaa the new evidence of the esteem in which he 
is held by the class. He suppressed his emotion 
with difficulty as he thanked them for the gift 
and complimented them on their choice, assuring 
them that it should grace his study as long as he 
should remain in the ministry. After the close of 
the formal exercises, he facetionsly remarked, as 
he slipped the slungshot up his sleeve and started 
home, that he would certainly hav no trouble in 
putting heads on the different parts of his ser- 
mons now.” 5 

* NATURALLY I hav had some qneer experiences 
since I hav been preaching out in Wyoming,” said 
a minister to a lady friend whom he happened to 
meeton the train, **Isuppose so—the people must 
be so strange out there.” ‘Yes, very. Iremem- 
ber when I first went there the mayor of the city 
came to me and said: ‘Elder, goin’ to start a 
church? *I hope to lay the foundations of one 
here, I replied. ‘Correct,’ he continued; ‘layin’ 
for members, I reckon?’ * Well, of course, I want 
as many members as possible,’ I replied. *I'] tell 
you what I'll do, parson,’ went on the mayor; *T'll 
go out here on Grand Central avenue and run you 
a foot-race, and if you beat I'll join your church; 
if I beat, you pay me $10,’” ' Why, the very idea 
—how absurd!” exclaimed the lady, * Yes,” re- 
plied the minister, as he moved his grip back and 
propped his knees up against the seat in front, 
‘it was ridiculous under the circumstances—he 
was six feet four, mostly legs; bnt DII tell you 
what it is, if he'd been just an ordinary man, I'm 
a sinner if I wouldn't hav taken $10 out of the 
foreign missionary fund and gone out and tried 
him a whirl just for luck I” 


one ` aud only universal 
religion of doing good, of 
being just. Why teach chil- 
dren theories of creation 
rejected by men of science, 
and doctrins outgrown by 
enlightened clergymen? [Why could not the au- 
thor (who is evidently a very clever fellow) hav con- 
tented himself with writing ‘“men,” leaving out 
the *clergy?"] An honest man is a higher title 
than olergy-manu, and it still holds good that an 
ounce of common sense is worth a pound of 
clergy.—Hvlax.] Why feed the curiosity, the truth-- 
hunger, of the child with fabulous world-his- `` 
tories, with acknowledged ethical and historical 
falsities, which the more able and thoughtful mnst 
afterward unlearn with bitter pain, and with deep: 
indignation at the fraud practiced on them dur- 
ing the trustful years of childhood? Why: imperil 
morality by intimately, if not inseparably, as80-. 
ciating it with fragil untruths, and with delusiv 
doctrins emphatically opposed to common. sense 
and justice ?— Religion in Schools. : E 


Yx good distressed, ye noble few, 

Who here unbending stand beneath life's pres- 

sure, 
Yet bear up a while and what your bounded view, 
Which only saw a littie part, deemed evil, 
Is no more. The storms of wintry time 
Will quickly pass and one unbounded spring 
Encircle all.—Zhomson, ` 


Tuis is the aim of the new faith—to promote the 
welfare and to aid the progress of the race; to 
inculeate purity and honesty of life; to diffuse 
everywhere the spirit of charity and love; to stim- 
ulate, in every way, by music, sculpture, painting, . 
literature, and poetry, the growing culture of the. 
race; to place before man constantly higher mod-. 
els of excellence ; and to cheer and comfort droop- 
ing, saddened hearts, For the time when these 
blessings shall be widely diffused must all disci- 
ples of the new faith toil. The time hag come to 
emerge from politic concealment and to declare 
our views. Already the air is full of the tremor of 
a hastening change. The mists are lifting. The 
ugly forms of once potent superstitions are grow- 
ing fainter and fainter and are fading steadily 
from view. ‚The promis of a better day is dawn- 
ing on the race, We may not see its glory, but we 
can help its advance.—Stoddard’s New Faith. 


TRULY the light is sweet, and a pleasant thing it 
is for the eyes to behold the sun; butif a man liv 
Many years and rejoice in them all; yet let him 
remember the days of darkness; for they shall be 
many. All that cometh is vanity.—Keclestastes xi, 
7, 8. 


Tax old universe is made of pretty strong mate- 
rial, For ages men hav prophesied that it would 
quickly go to pieces; but it keeps on all the same, 
Every now and then, something happens which 
seems utterly disastrous to its existence; but it 
still endures, and it will probably continue to do 
80 til our little fears hav subsided. — Christian 
Regtster. 


Nexr to the origiuator of a good sentence is the 
first quoter of it. Many will read the book before 
one thinks of quoting a passage. As soon ag he 
has done this, that line will be quoted east and 
west, Then, there are great ways of borrowing. 
Genius borrows nobly. When fhakspere i8. 
charged with debts to his authors, Landor re- 
plies : ** Yet he was more original than his orig- 
inals, He breathed upon dead bodies and brought 
them into life.” 


Ax ! thought, I'say, is always thought, No great 
man livs in vain, The history of the world is but 
the biography of great meno Hero-Wor- 
ship. - 


ties, the sectarianisms, of |... 


